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E
VER SINCE THE TA arrived in 1936 with a 
pushrod OHV engine instead of the previous 
OHC units, somebody has dismissed each 

new model to emerge wearing the MG badge with 
a contemptuous: ‘That’s not a proper MG.’ Invariably 
time, common sense and an examination of the 
basic facts has proven them wrong, but that doesn’t 
stop the same chorus starting up again when the 
next new MG is announced.

However, there was a car unveiled at Brooklands 
this month (see p16) which throws a whole new 
level of complexity over this subject. That car is a 
faithful recreation of MG’s advanced R-Type 
monoposto racer, ten of which were built by the 
factory in 1935. What makes the new car truly 
remarkable is that it is not a rebuild of a rusty relic, 
nor is it a fibreglass kit car facsimile of the original, 
rather it is an exact copy of R-Type 251 built by MG 
all those decades ago.

It has been built by Geoff Enoch, who wanted to 
pay tribute to the men at MG who designed and 
built the R-Type. In this task he has been helped by 
owners of the surviving R-Types, some of whom 
kindly provided photographs and patterns 
whenever Geoff was unsure how the factory 
executed any particular detail. And if ever there was 
a discrepancy between two cars (remember that 
these were not serial production cars), he defaulted 
to the details found on 251, the first of the R-Types.

The irony of this is that while Geoff’s car is the 
only R-Type not to have been built by MG, it is 
probably far and away the most ‘original’ of all the 
R-Types still known to exist! And yet, when I posted a 
picture of it on Facebook, it only took a day for the 
first person to question whether it was an MG. For 
once, they had a valid point. Technically I suppose it 
is an MG design rather than an MG and certainly 
Geoff has no intention of claiming a factory history 
for his creation, but if people are happy to regard an 
ex-Works racer as original after it has been rebuilt 
for the umpteenth time following yet another crash, 
then it would seem churlish to quibble over this car. 
No doubt plenty of people will do just that, but I 
hope for their sake that a preoccupation with such 
matters does not stop them appreciating the 
incredible devotion and engineering excellence that 
went into building it. 
Simon Goldsworthy, Editor
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The 2015 MG6 facelift
MG unveil the facelift version of their MG6 to favourable 
reviews. Martin Williamson and Michael Haughton cast a 
careful eye over the changes and assess their overall eff ect.

NEWS

I
s it really four years since the MG6 
was launched here in the UK? For 
some owners, their cars are already 
approaching a second MoT, so it’s no 

surprise the MG6 is due a facelift. Having 
been involved in some of the feedback 
sessions over the last four years, I wanted 
to see how much of an improvement had 
been made to the 6. 

We were travelling down to the launch in 
Michael’s 2012 MG6 GT TSE, which gave 
me time to think about what I liked and 
disliked about the car. The criticisms of the 

original MG6 included that awkward 
handbrake, cheap feeling interior and 
switch gear, less than competitive (albeit 
honest) economy and emissions figures, a 
clunky gearshift with only five forward 
gears and a gruff  engine note under hard 
acceleration. To be fair, though, the car was 
cheaper than the competition (typically 
seen more recently as the Ford Focus 
sized C segment market, but originally 
targeted as a Ford Mondeo sized D 
segment car) while still off ering more 
interior space and a greater level of spec. 

With list prices ranging from £15,500 for 
the base model petrol GT up to £21,000 
for the top specification diesel Magnette, it 
was reasonable value for money. However, 
it didn't look quite such good value when 
the MG3 was launched with the top 
specification MG3 Style LUX coming in at 
£10,500; the 6 wasn’t twice the car. 

There was, however, a lot to like about 
the original MG6. It’s an honest, old-school 
drivers’ car, complete with manual 
transmission and hydraulically assisted 
power steering on the petrol models. Then 
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there is the fact that owners voted the 
MG6 ‘Best Handling’ car in the 2014 
AutoExpress Driver Survey. My own MG6 
GT TSE has covered over 50,000 miles, 
and some are approaching 100,000 miles 
with minimal mechanical faults. That 
dreaded head gasket issue appears to be a 
thing of the past, with no reported failures. 
As for the economy of the petrol models, 
many owners regularly better the claimed 
figures, and with some adding the LPG 
option, the MG6 has proven to be a 
success with many owners singing its 
praises, myself included.

That said, there are around 1500 MG6s 
shown as registered with the DVLA at the 
end of 2014. Unlike the MG3 however, they 
include relatively few conquest sales to 
date. Most MG6s have been sold to MG 
enthusiasts, and many of those as 
secondhand sales, particularly following 
the return of the 500 Avis cars. So could 
this facelift MG6 start to make inroads on 
the market in general? Maybe not from the 
VW Golf or Ford Focus buyers, both cars 
being considered leading benchmarks in 
this sector by the press, but could it 
compete with the more aff ordable but 
equally as good Skodas and Seats based 
on the Golf? And how would it stand up 
against the host of French, Japanese and 
Korean competitors that have all moved 
the game on in quality terms and visual 
appeal in the last few years in this sector?

Thanks to the online rumour mill, we 
knew that the facelift will only come with 
the diesel engine mated to a six speed 
manual gearbox. With the falling price of 
petrol and the fact that annual mileages of 
under 12,000 do not make a diesel 
economical, then I would have to say this 
will disappoint a number of MG6 owners. 
Off ering only a diesel model is fine when 
your target market is the all-important fleet 
sales, but MGs are not in that league yet. 

According to MG’s Head of Marketing 
and PR, Matthew Cheyne, their research 
indicated that the majority of car buyers 
are now wanting or buying a diesel and 

not a petrol. It’s true that when launched in 
2011 a number of people said that if the 
MG6 was available in a diesel they’d buy it, 
yet when the diesel launched, few stepped 
forward. In addition, many of the fleet-
focused manufacturers now only off er 
diesel D segment cars, so is this really a 
case of the market wanting diesel and not 
petrol, or being pushed in that direction? 
The fact that the same C segment 
competitors also off er eff icient, low 
capacity, forced induction petrol engine 
options suggests that some still want 
petrol. The truth is the TCi-Tech, whilst not 
a bad engine, is no longer competitive and 
presumably to keep the range off ering 
simple, the petrol has been dropped due 
to the lack of a more eff icient alternative. 

However, despite a lack of engine choice, 
the facelift is a very appealing prospect, 
bringing some significant improvements in 
terms of the perceived quality and the 
looks. There are some downsides too, but 
the approach has been to reduce the list 
price to grab headline attention and create 
a serious value-for-money proposition that 
mirrors that of the MG3. 

On off er are three trim levels: the S at 
£13,995, the TS at £16,195 and the TL at 
£17,995. Even the S is well-eqipped as all 
models come with luxuries such as a new 
E-diff  (electronic diff erential) which reduces 
wheel spin in turns, the cooled centre 
console box for soft drinks and heated 
seats as standard. The TS adds auto lights, 
auto wipers and rear parking sensors, but 
the main attraction is the DAB-tuner head 
unit with sat-nav and Bluetooth streaming 
capability. For an extra £1800, the TL gets 
leather trim and electrically adjustable 
seating as well as dual zone climate 
control. More importantly, the TL also gets 
Bi-HID headlamps with the required 
auto-levelling and washer, and 
incorporates a 'bending beam' function for 
cornering. The TL also gets a reversing 
camera, this time with screen guidelines.

The SMTC engineers have managed to 
shave 75kg off  the weight of the car which 
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Exterior changes 
include new 
headlamps, fatter 
vertical bars in the 
grille and a 
modernised lower 
front bumper that 
now houses DRLs.
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has helped, in part, achieve improved 
performance figures and improved 
handling. They have also achieved a 
creditable CO2 emissions figure of 119g/km 
and improved the fuel consumption to 
61.4mpg, making it a more aff ordable 
choice for user-choosers with the £30 road 
tax. Plus the engineers have managed 
these improvements whilst also improving 
the performance of the engine, with the 
0-60mph time now matching the petrol’s 
figure of 8.4 seconds and gains in the 
in-gear acceleration figures.

In terms of the exterior, the new 
headlamps and restyled LED tail light units 
have modernised the appearance, the 
latter not dissimilar in look to current VW 
units. The grille has come in for a change 
and now has fatter vertical bars similar to 
the recently launched MG GS SUV. The 
lower front bumper has been modernised 
to incorporate daylight running lights 
(DRLs) that echo those of the MG3, and 
the rear bumper has also had a makeover 
with an enlarged diff user. To be honest, it is 
a car that looks much sharper, fresher and 
more aggressive in the flesh than it does in 
photographs, so it really is worth a visit to 
your local dealer to see it for yourself.

Other small improvements include 
better quality trim on the door frames on 
the B-posts with a high gloss black finish, 
as well as a signature chrome strip along 
the base of the side windows on the TS 
and TL models. The wing side vents have 

also come in for a mild redesign with the 
resultant chrome and black finish looking 
far better and more premium than the 
ones used on the Magnette previously.

However, the interior is where the 
majority of the changes have taken place. 
MG are keen to point out that this is the 
result of feedback both from the press and 
customers alike, and indeed many of our 
criticisms in earlier feedback sessions have 
been addressed. The most noticeable 
changes are the instrument cluster and 
centre console. The instruments are now 
housed in a more stylised shroud and are 
surrounded by silvers finishers. The main 
change to the console has been the new 
electric park brake, with the cup-holder 
now located behind this. In addition, the 
lower row of buttons for the traction 
control, door locking, stop/start and 
parking aid have been moved to sit either 
side of the electric park brake, addressing 
the issue of their being diff icult to reach 
previously, hidden behind the gear lever. 
As with the MG3, the door locking is now 
two separate buttons for lock and unlock. 

The console now slopes forward further 
under the dash, making the display easier 
to read and access to the air conditioning 
system buttons more straightforward. The 
head unit has also had a minor styling 
tweak, with both rotary knobs now being 
finished with a chrome eff ect bezel rather 
than the silver paint. The steering wheel 
remains the same albeit with the silver 
finisher now a darker grey, but perhaps this 
is one area where there could be some 
improvements still, especially comparing 
the badge on the MG3’s wheel to the poor 
eff ort carried over on the MG6.  

On the TS/TL models the new 7in high 
resolution screen is an improvement and is 
now touch controlled with full post-code 
entry. In addition, Android-based mobile 
phone users will have the opportunity to 

use apps. The head unit now also includes 
a DAB tuner, and Bluetooth has been 
extended to include music streaming in 
addition to the hands-free phone function. 

The seating has been kept much the 
same in terms of shape, with the half 
octagonal theme still to be seen in the 
design. However, the mid-level TS I drove 
had the cloth inner facings with vinyl 
bolsters, and surprisingly all models get 
seat heaters as standard. The vinyl quality 
was actually quite good, with a textured 
finish that reminded me of that used in the 
MG Z range which is frequently (and 
erroneously) called leather by eBay sellers. 
More importantly, the top specification TL 
has also been given a grained leather 
rather than the smooth finish that the 
original TSE models got, so that is another 
criticism addressed. A big disappointment 
is that unlike the MG3, the seats do not get 
a red contrast stitching which, frankly, is a 
signature of a car with sporting 
pretensions, and given the limited body 
colour choices, this would not clash at all.

The door cards have been restyled too, 
with the all-important bottle holder now 
incorporated into the front door card 
pockets. Surprisingly, whilst the internet 
photos of the Chinese version show a 
metallised surround to the speaker, this is 
not present on the UK car, a mistake in my 
opinion as it detracts from what is widely 
regarded as an improvement in looks and 
quality on the facelift. 

Personally I am not a fan of the electric 
park brake. To me, these signify the 
dumbing down of driving. They may be 
convenient and easy to use, but it is yet 
more to go wrong, especially when the 
battery goes flat. That said, the electric 
park brake releases automatically unless 
the driver’s seatbelt is not plugged in, and 
combines with the Hill-hold function that 
was already a feature of the previous 

Many criticisms of 
the interior have 
been addressed, 
with the quality of 
the seat facings 
and the new 7in 
touchscreen on 
higher models of 
particular note.
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NEWS
model. The key is much the same as 
previously, one criticism that hasn’t been 
addressed from the original. 

The electrically assisted steering of the 
diesel felt lighter than the hydraulically 
assisted unit on the petrol models, 
although it still gave reasonable feedback 
and weighted up nicely when turning. The 
diesel has always had bigger front brakes 
than the petrol model so, allied to the 
reduced weight, the car stops with more 
confidence than I am used to in my MG6. 
The engine pulls strongly through to 
around 4000rpm, and the six-speed box 
remains a delight to use being so much 
smoother than the five-speed box in the 
petrol. It’s possible to make good progress, 
but one needs to remember that the rev 
range is limited with this engine. Drag strip 
racers may find that frustrating, but it won’t 
surprise those used to diesel cars, and the 
simple fact is the MG6 will not disappoint 
those looking for a more frugal engine. 
More importantly, the performance figures 
prove it will still reward the sporting 
helmsman on the twisty bits.

All good so far then, but to off er the 
lower list price, some items have been 
removed. There are no front parking 
sensors or fog lamps, the space-saver has 
become an option and the wheels are all 
16in with 205/60 tyres (partly we believe 
to help achieve that lower 119g/km CO2 
emissions figure). Whilst 16in wheels off er 
improved ride comfort, the rims look small 
so expect to fork out extra for the optional 
17in and 18in rims. MG did not have any 
upgrade alloy rims on show, but promised 
these options would be new styles. But 
perhaps the most questionable aspect of 
this cost-cutting is the removal of the rear 
windscreen wiper.

Also to achieve the pricing, the colour 
range has been reduced with the S only 

available in white, the TS in white, black 
and a gunmetal grey (this metallic colour 
being £395 extra), and the TL getting a 
fourth colour choice of red, now named 
Passion Red rather than the previous 
Regal Red. Confusingly, although the 
website only lists those colours, on the day 
there was also a silver TS being used as a 
press car. If you were a fan of the orange 
or blue, sorry, apparently not enough of 
you bought those previously for them to 
make it into the final four options 
according to Matthew Cheyne, although 
the original models were brought in on 
speculation originally and were not painted 
in Longbridge, so presumably this is 
another simplification of the range to suit 
MG, especially given the broader choice of 
colours on the MG3 list.

Understandably, with few sales of the 
Magnette and the repositioning of the 
MG6 to target the C-sector buyer, only the 
GT hatch model is on off er – in this class, 
five door cars rule. Obviously this is a 
personal preference, but I have always 
preferred the look of the GT which has a 
coupé profile from the rear ¾ angle. 

Coming back to the engine, the question 
remains of what happens in 2016, because 
the Dti-TECH diesel engine is currently 
rated at Euro 5b. With the recent negative 
press towards diesels, one has to wonder 

what engines will be next in line. With the 
MG6 dating back to 2009, a completely 
new model cannot be too far off . Yet with 
little information currently available, it is 
likely that the MG6 will need a new power 
unit first, so will we see the MG3’s petrol 
engine in turbocharged form making its 
way into the 6? Or even the 2.0L petrol 
turbo slated for use in the SUV in 2016?

MG are targeting sales of 600 units per 
year for the MG6, with an anticipated split 
at a mere 5% for the S, 50% for the TS and 
45% for the TL. With the improved pricing, 
they are expecting more of these sales to 
come from outside the MG enthusiast 
community this time, either as value-based 
purchases or from an increasingly rare 
sense of patriotism that would encourage 
a buyer to opt for the MG as a 'British' car 
over the many other British-assembled 
cars from Honda, Nissan, Toyota et al. 
Matthew Cheyne stated that the other 
type of buyer would be somebody 
upgrading, with a strong likelihood of 
either an MG3, MG6 or legacy product.

To sum up, then, the new MG6 is an 
improvement and the engineers at SMTC 
are to be applauded for their eff orts, as this 
was not an easy task. The car will appeal to 
a wider audience and sets a new standard 
for budget motoring, but we are still 
waiting for that halo MG model.

Available colour options have been limited, 
with the entry level S available only in white, 
and red only being off ered on the TL.
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2015 is shaping up to thrill
After two meets and six races, this year’s British Touring Cars Championship 
is shaping up to be the most thrilling ever, and the MG6s are in the thick of it.

With new cars and drivers 
coming to the fore and 
established winners 
remaining in top form, this 
year’s BTCC was always 
going to be more competitive 
than ever. Factor in a host of 
rule changes that include 
more ballast for success, a 
second race grid that is 
determined by the fastest 
times posted in race one plus 
a continuation of the reverse 
grid format for race three and 
the only sure thing about this 
season is that it will be totally 
unpredictable.

And so it proved during the 
season opener at Brands 
Hatch on 5 April. BTCC 
returnee Andy Priaulx put the 
BMW on pole, followed by a 
trio of VWs driven by Aaron 
Smith, Jason Plato and Colin 
Turkington. In the MGs, Jack 
Goff  was sixth and a 
struggling Andrew Jordan 
tenth. Both MG drivers picked 
up places during the race, 
with Goff  posting the better 
finish at fourth. In race two 
the pattern was repeated, but 

with Jordan coming out 
ahead of Goff  to finish fifth.

The last race of the day 
was even better though, with 
MG running as high as 2-3 
before a puncture cruelly 
ended Jordan’s race on lap 
22. But Goff  continued to thrill 
the fans, taking the fight to 
race leader Matt Neal in his 
Honda right to the flag before 
having to settle for a fine 
second place and ending the 
day tied on points with Neal 
for the Championship lead.

And so to Donington Park 
on 19 April, and what turned 
out to be one of the most 
thrilling days of racing for 
many years. Qualifying was 
only average for MG, with 
Jordan in fifth place on the 
grid and Goff  a lowly 13th, but 
both were competitive and 
battled hard in the race to 
come home fourth and 
seventh respectively. Goff ’s 
drive in particular was stirring 
stuff , with an aggressive but 
superbly timed finish that 
saw him pip Rob Collard’s 
BMW to the line by a whisker.

Race two was even better 
with both MG drivers 
exhibiting brave, aggressive 
yet controlled driving on their 
soft tyres to force their way 
up the leader board. Even 
more pleasing was the fact 
that when those soft tyres 
started to fade later in the 
race, neither MG was 
outclassed and dropping 
down the field as we have 
seen in the past, but both 
continued to cause the other 
front-running drivers all kinds 
of problems to record very 
creditable finishes of fourth 
(Jordan) and eighth (Goff .)

Yet for all that excitement, it 
was race three that really 
blew fans away at Donington 
Park. At this point, Goff  was 
the only driver to have 
finished every race of the 
season so far in the top 10, 
and he was on course to 
maintain that fine start until 
he got taken out on lap 7 by 
an unfortunate swipe from 
Sam Tordoff  in the BMW. 
Jordan was also roughed up 
a bit, in his case by Neal 

when challenging strongly 
for the lead. That lost the MG 
man places, but instead of 
signalling the start of an 
inexorable slide down the 
order, fans were once again 
treated to the sight of an MG 
driver rolling up his sleeves, 
getting stuck right back in 
and only being robbed of a 
realistic chance of passing 
Neal and taking his first MG 
win by the yellow safety flags 
on the final lap. The entire 
race was, however, a thrilling 
spectacle and BTCC racing at 
its best with Neal, Jordan, 
Shedden, Collard, Aiden 
Moff at (Mercedes), Aron 
Smith (VW) and Josh Cook 
(Chevrolet) all having 
a bite at the lead.

The day ended with the 
leader board as follows:
1. Matt Neal (Honda) 75
2. Colin Turkington (VW) 73
3. G. Shedden (Honda) 68
4. Andrew Jordan (MG) 63
5. Jason Plato (VW) 58
6. Jack Goff  (MG) 54
The next rounds will be at 
Thruxton on 10 May.
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T H E  M G B  S P E C I A L I S T S30 Years of...

www.mgbhive.co.uk

For all your MGB, C, V8 & For all your MGB, C, V8 & 
Midget requirementsMidget requirements

Radiator (new)  £119.95 £119.95 £159.95
Oil Cooler 13 Row £26.95 £29.95 £29.95
Oil Cooler 10 Row £23.95 £27.50 £27.50
Heater Matrix £59.95 £59.95 £59.95
S.S. Oil Cooler Pipes (pr) £37.50     -       -
R/B Cooling Fan Motor £34.00     -      £34.00
Heater Valve £13.50 £12.95       -
Water Pump £22.95 £13.95 £49(V8)

* DENOTES EXCHANGE ITEM

HEATING & COOLING

CARPETS & TRIM
Roadster Carpet Set  £132.00
GT Carpet Set  £179.95
GT Moulded Carpet Set £299.00
Roadster Moulded Carpet Set £235.00
Footwell Carpets (pair) £29.95
Rubber Footwell Mats (pair) £34.95
Hood - Leyland Quality £185.00
Hood with ZRW £195.00
Hood with Header Rail £350.00
Cloth Hood with Header £479.00
Late Hood Frame £164.95
6-piece Trim Panel Set from £125.00
GT ‘C’ Post Panel (pair) £42.50

WHEELS
13” Minilite look-a-like £67.50
14” Minilite look-a-like £69.50
15” Minilite look-a-like £69.00
13” or 14” Chrome Wire Wheels £154.95
13” or 14” Painted Wire Wheels £109.95
S.S. MG Logo Wheel Nut (16) £45.00
Logo Spinners £19.95
Wire Wheel Conversion Kit £295.00
Wooden spinner saver £16.95

We Sell Tyres Too

EXHAUSTS
MGB Stainless Steel £195.00
Big Bore 3 Branch Manifold £132.00
Big Bore Exhaust System £132.00
MGC S.S. System £315.00
V8 S.S. System £360.00
V8 S.S. Tubular Manifolds £399.00

6-piece Chrome Trim Set £39.50
Rostyle Centre Cap £4.95
Stainless Steel Wheel Trims (set) £52.50
Plastic Front Flexi Wings £39.50
Chrome Rear Bumper £134.95
Over Rider £22.00
All chrome or Honeycombe grill  £199.00
Front Bumper £104.95

EXTERIOR

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AT 20% 
AND ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF 

GOING TO PRESS

Front & rear chrome bumper & fi tting kits, front 
& rear conversion brackets, 
front wing plinth, 
stainless steel bumper infi lls, 
lower rear lamp plinth, 
2 x sidelight assembly, 
honeycomb or slatted grill, 
grill brackets & screws  
Honeycombe £565.00  
All chrome £565.00chrochrome £me £me £me £me £me £565.565.

RUBBER BUMPER TO 
CHROME BUMPER
CONVERSION KIT

OPENING TIMES
MON - FRI 9am-5pm

SATURDAY & SUNDAY Closed
PLEASE SEE WEBSITE FOR  LATEST  CATALOGUE 

DOWNLOADS  AND SPECIAL OFFERS

ALL STEELCRAFT AND HERITAGE PANELS 
STOCKED AT GREAT PRICES! 

FOR EXCELLENT DEALS ON WHEEL  AND 
TYRE PACKAGES, SPEAK TO SHANE

MAIL ORDER
NEXT DAY DELIVERY

12 Gallon Petrol Tank £94.95
Tank Sender Unit £13.95
Copper Petrol Pipe £12.50
Negative Earth Petrol Pump £69.95
Recon. Carbs (pair) *249.00

2 x Front Springs,  
Lowering block kit  £69.50

FUEL SYSTEM

RUBBER BUMPER 
LOWERING KIT

4 Synchromesh *£399.00  £375.00 *POA
3 Piece Clutch £67.50 £67.50   POA
Overdrive Unit £375.00      - £375.00
Clutch Master Cylinder      £39.95               £47.50         £59.50
Clutch slave cylinder          £19.95                £39.50        £39.50

GEARBOX & OVERDRIVE

Tube Axle *£395.00      - *£775.00
NEW Propshaft £89.95 POA £110.00 
Rear Wheel Bearings £12.95 £12.95 £12.95
V8 Conversion Propshaft     -      - £167.50

REAR AXLE & PROPSHAFT

Brake Servo(Powertune) £69.95 - £199.95
Brake Disc £10.95 £10.95 £29.95
NEW Brake Calliper £37.50 £44.00 £55.00(c)
S.S. Hose Kit £32.50 £32.50 £32.50
Dust Cover Disc £6.00 £8.50  -
S.S. Disc Dust Cover £12.50     -     -
Brake Pad Set £16.95     £10.95    £17.50
Handbrake Cable £12.95 £12.95 £12.95
Brake Pipe Set £49.95 £49.95 £49.95
Brake Shoe Set £17.50    £10.95 £17.50
Master Cylinder £47.50 £42.50 £47.50
Handbrake Spring kit £14.95     -      -
Calliper Piston £7.75 £9.50      -
Calliper Seal Kit £5.95 £7.95      -
Brake Adjuster £9.95 £2.00      -

BRAKES

Rear Springs from £57.50 £57.50  £69.95
Fitting Kit £7.50 £7.50 £7.50
Axle Pedestal £3.95 £2.75 £3.95
Gaz Kit £119.50 - £155.00
Shock Absorber *£27.95 *£27.95 *£27.95
Axle Strap £3.95 £3.95 £3.95

REAR SUSPENSION

Track Rod End £6.95 £6.95 £6.95
Wheel Bearing Kit £9.25 £18.95 £9.25
Shock Absorber *£27.95 *£27.95 *£23.95(c)
Kingpin Assy. *£49.95 *£45.00 *£85.00(c)
Gaz Front Kit £209.95      - £149.50
Spring Pan £27.50 *£35.00      -
Steering Rack (new)   £165.00      -      £165.00(c)
Steering Rack (recon) *£64.95 *£64.95      -
Front Spring £13.95 £13.95 £13 .95
Wishbone Arms £7.50      -     -
3/4” Anti Rollbar                £49.95         £89.95          £97.50

FRONT SUSPENSION

 MGB MIDGET MGC/V8
Standard Lead free *£1449.00 *£1449.00 *POA
Fast Road U/L Mod. *£2250.00 *POA *POA
NEW Unleaded Head £395.00 POA POA
Tuftrided Rock, Shaft Assy. *£49.95       -      - 
Alloy Rocker Cover £32.50 £29.50       -

ENGINES & NEW CYLINDER HEADS

perperperperperperper 04.04.95959595

Tel: 01945 700500
www.mgbhive.co.uk    E-mail: sales@mgbhive.co.uk

Marshall’s Bank, Parson Drove, Wisbech, Cambridgeshire, PE13 4JE
www.mgbhive.co.uk    E-mail: sales@mgbhive.co.ukmama

3-piece sill kit  £129.95
Door skin £65.95
Splash panel £4.25
Bottom 1/2 rear wing  £105.00
Front valance £62.95
Rear wing 1/4 panel £27.50
Mk II fl oor plan £64.95
Heritage front wing £445.00
Heritage door £362.50
Boot lid £342.50
Tailgate £429.50
Heritage bonnet £392.00

185 x 70 X 14 HR rated  £44.95 each
165 X 14  £55.00 each

MGB  GT Telescopic Boot Strut Kit -  £44.50

Rear MGB or Midget  £285.00
Front MGB or Midget  £179.00
Door bar                                        £49.00
Rear X Diagonal H bar           £415.00

Securon inertia seat belt £35.00
Pair seat belt guides  £22.95
Map pocket  £22.95
Perspex headlamp cowls  £69.95

BODY PANELS

SAFETY DEVICES FIA ROLL CAGES

Telescopic bonnet kit £44.50
Telescopic boot kit £44.50
TelTel opic b kit

C A L L  0 1 9 45  70 0 5 0 0
W W W . M G B H I V E . C O . U K

Set of four
15’’ x 5.5’’ 

Alloy wheels 
and tyres
Choice of 

colour
£469.95

Classic unf 
nuts bolts 
& washers 
selection 

packs 
available 

from £4.50 to 
£18.95   

TYRES
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TV’s Wheeler Dealer Mike 
Brewer is coming to MG Live!
And the presenter will be bringing the MGA they restored on the programme

As one half of TV’s best-
known restoration duo, Mike 
Brewer has been restoring 
classic cars along with 
mechanic sidekick Edd China 
since 2002. And now Mike 
will be joining the biggest MG 
event in the world on 
Saturday 20 June, off icially 
raising the curtain on this 
year’s MG Live!. The most 
recent series of Wheeler 
Dealers saw Mike find an 
MGA in the Hollywood hills 
which was treated to a 
complete overhaul by Edd. 
Since its restoration, the car 
has returned to the UK and 
you’ll be able to admire the A 
as it joins Mike at Silverstone. 

As well as TV’s Wheeler 
Dealers, the show this year is 
partnered by Kelsey Media, 
meaning that MG Enthusiast
will be in attendance, along 
with sister titles such as 
Classic Car Buyer and 
Classics Monthly. 

A highlight of this year’s 

show will be its celebration of 
60 years of the BMC/BL 
Competitions Department, 
the legendary Abingdon-
based outfit that produced 
so many iconic race and rally 
cars from 1955 until the 
factory’s closure in 1980. This 
means that MG Live! will play 
host to some of those iconic 
cars, with a display of them 
united in a special Motorsport 
Marquee. Alongside the 
Competitions celebrations, 
the show will also celebrate 
the 60th anniversary of the 
MGA and the 20th 
anniversary of the MGF. 

The biggest and best 
names in the MG world will 
be there too with MG Motor, 
Frontline Developments, 
Peter Best Insurance, British 
Motor Heritage, Moss Europe 
and more all in attendance. 
Those hunting for a bargain 
needn’t be disappointed 
either, with trunk traders and 
an autojumble off ering the 

chance to find that rare spare 
you’ve been searching for. 

The club is also planning a 
packed programme of 
entertainment on the 
Saturday evening with a 
fully-licensed bar, live music 
and hog roast. Away from the 
entertainment at the circuit, 
the club’s President, John 
Day, is once again hosting 
the President’s International 
Dinner at the Silverstone Golf 
Club. This dinner includes a 
three course meal, a charity 
auction and entertainment 
throughout the evening. 
Tickets are priced at £30 per 
person, availability is limited 
and last year’s dinner was a 
sell-out so those looking to 
attend are advised to book 
early if they want to avoid 
disappointment. 

As always MG Live! will 
host a packed motorsport 
programme on the historic 
Grand Prix circuit with races 
from the MGCC’s 

championships as well as 
action from the Porsche Club 
Great Britain and the Austin 
Healey Drivers International.  
For those looking to take in 
Silverstone circuit from 
ground level, members of the 
MG Car Club can book a 
circuit tour for just £30 – do 
be aware though that only 
50 places are available and 
almost half of that allocation 
has already been sold, so if 
you’d like to drive your car on 
one of the world’s best 
known circuits, book now. 

With model-specific 
parking, a lifestyle marquee 
and more, MG Live! 2015 is 
shaping up to be the best 
one yet. Entry cost from as 
little as £18 for a day ticket for 
MG Car Club members, while 
a members’ weekend ticket is 
even better value at just £28. 
Check out www.mgcc.co.
uk/mglive for tickets and 
pricing of all the many 
available options.

NEWS
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A brand 
new R-Type
Visitors to Brooklands for MG Era Day on 
12 April were treated to a remarkable sight 
– the first public viewing of what is to all 
intents and purposes a brand new R-Type. 
This model was the highly advanced 
single seat racer with all-round 
independent suspension introduced by 
MG exactly 80 years ago at the very 
same Surrey venue. Ten were built for a 
racing programme that showed great 
promise, but which was sadly cut short by 
the Morris management before it could 
really get into its stride.

The car on show at Brooklands in 2015 
is faithful in virtually every detail to the 
cars produced and raced by MG 80 years 
ago, yet it has been built piece by brand 

World record for MG parade
Given that MGs have been around for over 
nine decades and the Guinness Book of 
Records has been around for over six, it 
may be surprising that there has been no 
off icial record for the largest parade of MG 
cars in one place. That is, until Saturday 
April 11 when 144 cars wearing the octagon 
badge completed four laps of the oval 
circuit at Rockingham Motor Speedway 
near Corby in Northamptonshire and 
drove into the record books. 

The attempt was organised jointly by 
Lancaster Insurance and the MG Owners’ 
Club (two organisations that have a long 
history of cooperation – Lancaster grew 
out of the MGOC’s own insurance division) 
and took place at the end of a race day at 
Rockingham that included one round in 
the MGOC Championship race series. 

Although there was no existing World 

Record, there still needed to be a minimum 
of 100 cars in the parade to set one. Over 
170 cars booked to attend and more than 
140 braved a wet and wild morning to 
journey to Rockingham in time to catch 
the qualifying stages of the racing. They 
were rewarded when the weather 
transformed into a balmy spring day with 
clear skies. As the racing continued inside 
the circuit (the UK’s only oval ‘bowl’ track) 
the off icial adjudicator from Guinness 
World Records satisfied himself that all the 
cars present were bona fide MGs.  

Once the last of the racers had 
departed, the MGs – the majority of which 
were MGB and MGF models, but others 
including the T-Type, Maestro, ZT and the 
current MG6 were all represented – took to 
the track. One hour, four laps and some 
anxious waiting later the adjudicator 
delivered his verdict – a new Guinness 
World Record for ‘The largest parade of 
MG cars’ had been set. 

Richard Morley, Lancaster Insurance’s 
operations director commented: ‘We’re 
immensely proud to have set a brand new 
Guinness World Records title with the help 
of MG enthusiasts from all over the 
country! This would not have been 
possible without the support of the MG 
community. We are thrilled to have created 
a piece of history as a group.’

BMH beats factory 
MGB bodyshell 
production run by 
nine years
As British Motor Heritage (BMH) 
completes another batch of 
replacement bodyshells for the MGB, 
it is incredible to note that the 
company has now been making them 
for 28 straight years – nine years 
longer than they were made by the 
MG factory itself. And since the BMH 
shells are produced to original 
specification via the original press dies 
and assembly jigs which are 
continually inspected and refurbished, 
their products are therefore every bit 
as accurate as those constructed in 
Abingdon 50 years ago. 

No fewer than 14 variants of the 
MGB shell are available, which 
between them cover the four-cylinder 
Roadsters and GTs of all years in both 
LHD and RHD configuration, the V8, 
and even cars being converted from 
rubber to chrome specification. Prices 
start from £8250 and the shells are 
available direct from BMH’s online 
retail arm (www.motoringclassics.
co.uk) or via any of the company’s 
accredited dealers, as listed on 
www.bmh-ltd.com. 

new piece totally from scratch. It is the 
result of a nine year labour of love by 
Geoff  Enoch, who says: ‘The men of 
Abingdon were brilliant, visionary 
engineers committed to their craft in a 
way rarely seen today. I wanted to bear 
testimony to them – Charles, Jackson, 
Enever, Stone and others – and give 
British MG enthusiasts a visual 

representation of their genius. This project 
was my tribute to them.’

The story of how Geoff  recreated this car 
is a fascinating one, and proves that he is 
an extraordinary engineering talent in his 
own right. Best of all, he has chosen MG 
Enthusiast to tell that story – look out for all 
the amazing details in an exciting summer 
issue packed full of MG anniversaries.
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All the parts and
accessories you
will ever need

Visit our website for

prices and availability:

www.rimmerbros.co.uk

tel: 01522 568000
fax: 01522 567600

email: sales@rimmerbros.co.uk

Triumph House, Sleaford Road, Bracebridge Heath, Lincoln, LN4 2NA. England

LAND

ROVER

Parts service for Land Rover, Triumph and Jaguar also available

from 1998 to 2011

MGF / TF

MGB & Midget

MGZT / Rover 75

MGZS / Rover 45

MGZR / Rover 25

Rover SD1

Rover 200/400

Rover 600/800

Metro

Maestro & Montego

Mini & City Rover

P5 & P6

Free
Catalogues

HOYLE SUSPENSION

Specialist Upgrades for
MGA, MGB & V8, MGC & MGRV8

“the best single improvement that has ever
been made”

See us on Stand 11C in Hall 1 for more information and
to have a chat or contact us via email at

info@hoyle-suspension.co.uk
or visit our website at

www.hoyle-suspension.co.uk

Front Suspension Independent Rear Suspension

Commercial, Personal & Household

0121 422 2282
Specialist Vehicle & Multi Vehicle

0121 506 6040

THE FATHER’S DAY

– 300 FREE PASSES AVAILABLE FOR DISPLAYVEHICLES AT KNEBWORTH –

SUNDAY JUNE 21ST 10AM–4PM

ENTRY £9.50 | UNDER 3S FREE

KNEBWORTH
PARK STEVENAGE

HERTFORDSHIRE, SG1 2AX

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR A BOOKING FORM
WWW.CLASSICSHOWS.ORG | INFO@CLASSICSHOWS.ORG | 01484 667776

TRIUMPHMG SHOW–
A
N
D
–

PART OFTHE SPORTS CARS AND CLASSICS SHOW

INCLUDING AMERICAN CAR DAY
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MG has been celebrating at fantastic showrooms on one of 
Europe’s largest automotive retail parks, but 10 months ago a 
massive fire meant it looked as if Hendy MG, on the vast Marsh 
Barton automotive retail park in Exeter, might have lost all hope of 
the dealership opening. For months Hendy MG worked from a set 
of Portacabins while a huge £500,000 refurbishment of the fire 
ravaged showrooms got under way. Now the plush showrooms 
are a flagship on the Marsh Barton complex, where almost every 
major automotive brand has outlets.

Despite the problems caused by the showroom blaze, Hendy 
MG still met its quarter one target for 2015. At the off icial opening 
of the totally refurbished building, MG Motor UK’s Managing 
Director William Wang praised everyone at Hendy MG for their 
eff orts to carry on selling cars. He cut the off icial opening ribbon 
watched by the Hendy Group’s Managing Director, Paul Hendy. 

MG has announced it will open a 
prestigious multi-million pound 
flagship dealership in the heart of 
London’s Piccadilly. The exclusive 
showroom, next to The Royal 
Academy of Arts and directly 
opposite Fortnum & Mason, is one 
of the most sought-after retail 
locations in the world and will 
become a centre of excellence for 
the brand. This is the latest and most 
significant move in a major 
expansion of new MG dealerships 
across the country. In the past 12 
months MG has opened 26 new 
dealerships in Britain, and has 
declared its intention to continue 
growing by targeting a further 30 
open points. A spokesman said: 
‘London was a key goal in MG’s 
ambitious plans to substantially build 
its dealer network, and it was 
considered vital for MG to have a 
flagship presence in the UK’s capital 
city, right at the heart of the growing 
UK economy. This is a statement of 
intent that MG is back in Britain and 
playing a significant role in the 
thriving British automotive sector.’

Rising from the ashes

Flagship 
MG store in 
Piccadilly

Chateau Impney in Droitwich Spa, 
Worcestershire was built when the British 
Empire was at its height, and the motor car 
was becoming the fashionable accessory of 
the nouveau riche. Fittingly, Chateau 
Impney developed a rich motoring heritage, 
a tradition that began when the Hagley and 
District Light Car Club organised their first 
sprint in the grounds of the hotel on 29 
September 1957. The event was a roaring 
success, with Autocar magazine hailing the 
Chateau as ‘easily the most picturesque of 
this country’s sprint and hill-climb venues,’ 
and declaring that ‘with a little skill and 
ingenuity applied to the road itself it will 
quickly rival the best of them.’

Having taken over Chateau Impney some 
18 months ago, the Spollon family are now 
looking to reintroduce the hill climb event 
that was last run there in 1967 and firmly 
establish it on the motorsport calendar. The 
Chateau Impney Hill Climb will take place on 
11-12 July and see around 200 competitors 
in 19 categories for pre-1967 cars sprint their 
way up the challenging 1000-yard course 
against the clock in a high-octane display of 

power, speed and skill. The winner of the Hill 
Climb will be awarded a prestigious trophy, 
commemorating the part that the Hagley 
& District Light Car Club played in Chateau 
Impney’s motorsport heritage.

Rod Spollon, Chairman of the Chateau 
Impney Hill Climb Club said: ‘We are 
delighted to be able to bring motorsport 
back to Chateau Impney. In its heyday the 
sprint was one of the most anticipated on 
the calendar and a favourite with spectators 
and competitors, but until recently it 
seemed destined to become the Midlands’ 
forgotten motorsport event.  Everyone I 
have spoken to about the appeal of the 
original event praised the inclusiveness and 
camaraderie between everyone who 
attended. This is something we hope to 
replicate at this year’s hill climb.’

Tickets are on sale now, with a 10% 
discount for buying before 30 June. For 
more details visit www.chateau
impneyhillclimb.com, and to see some 
great period footage, check out the film at
www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
e36kqGE4A0

Motorsport returns to 
Chateau Impney



BROWN& GAMMONS
FIRST FOR EVERYTHING MG!

STOCKISTS
OF:

MGF/TF Modified
Clutch Arm

Improved design with grease
nipple to eliminate seizing

UTC100100R £39.00
End Stop Anti Roll Bar
9/16, 5/8 or 3/4

ATTENDING
MG LIVE!

AT SILVERSTONE ON
JUNE 20-21?

Why not save your
carriage costs and order
your parts to be collected
from our stand at the show

MGB Radiator,
Alloy, Rear Fill

MG3 Mudflaps

ARH260ALY £195.00

UK
MADE

UK
MADE

FRONT BG3440 £29.99
REAR BG3441 £29.99
CAR SET BG3443 £55.00

UK
MADE

MG TC, TD, TF
Heatshield

New improved design
GAC1036 £47.95

MGB Gearknob with
Overdrive Switch,
Black or Chrome

For 3 or 4 synchro, Black or chrome
STN1051/52 £37.50
For 3 or 4 synchro, Black or chrome

UK
MADE

AHH6546A, 11H462K, AHH7928
£10.20 each

v Service & MoT
v Accident repair
v All warranty &

insurance work
v Full Diagnostic

Analysis
v Performance

Upgrades
v Accessory Fitting
v Bodywork
v Paintshop
v 4-wheel alignment
v Tyre fitting on site

v Wheel Balancing
(inc wire wheels)

v Full or Part
restorations

v Competition
Preparation

v Air conditioning
recharge

v In Car
Entertainment

v Also cater for BMW
Mini & most
classic cars

MG WORKSHOP

v Service & MoT
AUTHORISED MOT TESTING STATION

MAIN DEALER

Car Sales, Parts Sales,
Workshop & enquiries

Tel: 01462 490049
Fax: 01462 896167 sales@ukmgparts.com
18 High Street, Baldock, Herts, SG7 6AS

Visitors welcome
OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8.15am-5.30pm Sat 9.00am - 1.00pm
All prices are correct at time of going to press but may be subject to
change.
PLEASE MENTION THIS ADVERT WHEN PLACING YOUR
ORDER TO OBTAIN THESE PRICES. All orders subject to
availability. All prices include VAT @20%. CARRIAGE EXTRA

ORDER ON-LINE
l Full search facility l Totally secure

www.ukmgparts.com

Brand New. Metallic Cherry Bomb,
Part leather seats, reverse parking
sensors, cruise control, Bluetooth, Dab
radio, 16” alloy wheels, auto lights
and wipers £10,850

MG3 3STYLE

Brand New, unregistered, fabric
seats, reverse parking sensors, cruise
control, bluetooth, DAB radio, 16”
alloys, auto lights & wipers £9,999

MG TF 135 2003

41,600 miles, Black leather interior,
front fogs, service history, headgas-
ket & cambelt service just done, 15”
alloys, service history, MoT

£4,250

Only 3 owners from new, stunning
example, works hardtop, tonneaux
and hood, Loads of history, one not
to be missed. MoT

£24,995

MGC 1968

MGF 1.8 2001

Black sebring cloth seats, windstop,
Panasonic CD radio, low coolant
alarm fitted, front fog lights, cambelt
service done in 2012, MoT

£3,495

One family ownership since 1962,
VW steering box fitted but otherwise
original, loads of documentation
and history, fully checked, fettled
and serviced by us £34,995

MG TC 1946

MG TF Mudflaps

FRONT BGF440TF £45.00
REAR BGF441TF £45.00
COMPLETE SET £85.00

MGB Radiator,
Alloy, Centre Fill

NRP1142ALLOY £195.00

MGB V8 Radiator,
Alloy

NRP1059ALLOY £195.00
MGA Radiator,

Alloy

ARH120ALI £195.00

MGF & TF
Expansion Tank

Comes with NO SENSOR
PCF000140 £29.95

MGF & TF, ZR
& ZS 1.8

52mm Throttle
Body Assembly

Improves horsepower
MHB000261 £79.95

MG TF Rear
Suspension Upper

Ball Joint

RBK000090 £21.95

MG3 Bootliner

10066418 £42.00

MG3 or MG6
Carpet Mat SetCarpet Mat Set

MG3 30073783 £48.00
MG6 10086496 £39.95

MG3 3STYLE LUX

For up-to-date listings
on our cars for sale visit
www.ukmgparts.com
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Rare rally relic is 
rescued by MGCC
The MG Car Club’s MGB Register has 
found and rescued from a 
Southampton scrapyard a works-
backed MGB that contested the 1968 
London to Syndey Marathon. UMD 
534F was not a works entry, though 
the car received significant support 
from the BMC Competitions 
Department and was driven by Jean 
Denton and Tom Boyce. They 
finished the rally in 42nd place 
overall – the first (and only) sports 
car to complete the event. 

The MG has been in dry storage 
since the 1980s and the MGB 
Register intends to restore it to its 
period works condition with support 
from British Motor Heritage and 
Bicester College’s Motorsport 
students, supporting the Car 
Club-sponsored Federation of British 
Historic Vehicle Clubs’ 
apprenticeship scheme. If you are 
going to MG Live this June 20/21, the 
B will be on display – very apt as the 
event is already marking the 60th 
anniversary of the BMC/BL 
Competitions Department. 

Entry forms go
live for Speed Trials
The Brighton Speed Trials are now 
open for entries! This year the event 
will take place on 5 September, and 
entry is on a first come/first served 
basis. Over 200 cars and motorbikes 
are expected to participate and take 
the timed run down Madeira Drive, 
with a top six run-off  to find the 
fastest car and bike bringing the day 
to a dramatic close. Tony Watts of 
the Brighton and Hove Motor Club 
said: ‘It is an exhilarating day for 
participants and spectators alike. It 
is our most popular event, so don’t 
leave it until the last minute to 
complete your entry form. There are 
strict safety rules and entry criteria, 
so do check the regulations, which 
are available on our website.’

You will need a competition 
licence to enter the Brighton Speed 
Trials – you will find entry criteria, 
forms and regulations for cars and 
links to those for the bikes at www.
brightonandhovemotorclub.co.uk

The UK’s biggest one-day classic vehicle 
celebration, the Peter James Insurance 
Bromley Pageant of Motoring, will be back 
at Norman Park, Bromley, on Sunday 7 
June with thousands of classic cars, bikes 
and commercial vehicles. The live action 
arena will show the diversity of the classic 
movement with parades from vehicles of 
all shapes and size, all hosted by Car SOS’s 
Fuzz Townshend.

Peter James, Director of Stewart Miller & 
Peter James Insurance, the show sponsor, 
said: ‘A real British institution, Bromley 
already has a place in the heart of 
thousands of classic vehicle enthusiasts 

across the country, though not one to rest 
on its laurels, it is always adapting and 
expanding its off ering to appeal to even 
greater audiences.

‘Exciting new additions to this year’s 
line-up, notably the appearance from the 
reality TV Lizard Lick crew coupled with 
the return of the Hot Rod Review, will 
certainly inject extra adrenalin into 
proceedings alongside club displays, 
vehicle parades, trade stands, anniversary 
celebrations and thousands of stunning 
classic vehicles – there really is something 
for everyone.’

As well as motoring club displays, visitors 
can enjoy live music from rock and roll 
band The Flames in the beer tent while the 
children play on the fun fair, bouncy castle 
and trampolines. And along with hundreds 
of exhibitors in the trader village, there will 
be a popular autojumble and an extensive 
classic cars for sale area.

Ticket prices start from £12 for adults 
and £5 for children (5-15 years). There is 
also a family ticket on off er for two adults 
and two children at just £29 when booked 
in advance and £35 on the gate. Gates 
open from 9.30am-5.30pm and parking is 
free. To book tickets visit 
www.bromleypageant.co.uk

The UK’s biggest one-day classic 
vehicle celebration returns

Entries opened in March for the Shere 
Hillclimb, which takes place on 6 September 
on a closed public road in the Surrey Hills, 
four miles from Guildford. Although only in 
its third year, this event has already become 
one for the diary. To enter, car and driver 
must be road legal, but no competition 
licence or preparation is required. There are 
only 135 spaces available, and last year’s 
entry was heavily oversubscribed with 
many rare and exotic cars, ranging from a 
1907 aero engine Berliet to a bright green 
two week old Lamborghini Aventador. You 
can get a flavour of the event from the 
videos and photos of previous years posted 
on the website.

 The hillclimb course ascends by 300 feet 
over a distance of nearly a mile with a series 
of challenging corners along the route. 
There are panoramic views across the 
Surrey countryside and London right across 
to the Wembley Arch which can be seen in 
the distance. Around 4000 spectators are 
expected, so if you don’t fancy taking part 
but would like to watch the action, the event 
kicks off  at 9.30am. The event raises money 
for seven local charities. Last year it raised 
an impressive £13,000, and the organisers 
hope to beat that figure this year.

Entry to go up the hill is only £65 per car, 
with details and entry forms available at 
www.sherehillclimb.co.uk

2015 Shere Hillclimb entries open



buy online at
www.motoringclassics.co.uk
or call
01993 707200

NEWNEWfromfrom           BBRITISHRITISH 
MOTORMOTOR 
HERITAGEHERITAGE

Startmonkey 400 is a revolutionary new alternative to the 
heavy battery jump pack. Weighing in at only 1100g and 
measuring just 210x65x64mm, it will start the 12 volt 
battery of any 4x4, van, car, boat or motorcycle between 
15 and 20 times without requiring a recharge. It will retain 
75% of its charge for at least a year. The roadside model 
connects to your battery with conventional crocodile clips 
while the motorsport model is fi tted with a standard 
Anderson plug.
£199.95 incl UK delivery and VAT.

Zircotec has appointed British Motor Heritage as distributor 
and technical support for their incredible heat management 
products. Signifi cant reduction in under-bonnet 
temperatures is possible by coating an exhaust manifold 
with Zircotec ThermoHold Coating. A range of 14 different 
coloured  ceramic coatings provide the ultimate in thermal 
barrier performance whilst they are also an attractive 
durable fi nish that is easy to maintain. Please call for 
more information and a quotation to coat your exhaust 
components.

The Motoring Classic’s Powermonkey Discovery measures 
only 46x13x114mm yet can recharge an iPhone twice, 
standard mobile phones 3-4 times, or give iPods / MP3 
players up to an additional 120 hours playtime. Simply 
recharge the unit from your computer USB or a mains 
charger (not supplied).
£45.00 incl UK delivery and VAT.
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The new year started late for 
Historics at Brooklands, but 
their March sale included a few 
interesting lots, including the 
millionth Morris Minor which 
made over £25k. In the MG line, 
a 1959 MGA Twin Cam, the 
long-term property of Thomas 
Boyce (a Canadian who 
happened to be equally good 
at driving and racing prep) was 
hammered away for £21,000. 
He bought the car new and 
gradually transformed it into 
something a lot faster than 
standard, as a peek in the 
engine bay or under the 
bodywork would reveal.

That was at the low end of 
expectations, but a slightly 
newer MGA Roadster went 
through its estimate and made 
£17,360. A nice GT V8 also 
fetched considerably more 
than its expected £6000-
£9000, achieving a lofty 
£12,320. In the four-pot line, a 
no-reserve 1967 BGT broke the 
£4000 barrier, while a rubber 
bumper Midget with a 
curiously vague £2000-£4000 
estimate went to £3248.

Moving to Coys and their 
Spring Classics event, a 1949 
TC made £34,220 and a TD 
built the following year went to 
£19,470. Representing the 
pre-Nuff ield Abingdon, a 1934 
PA Tourer fetched £25,960.

Bonhams decamped to 
Goodwood in March. The 
headline lots weren’t MGs 
(what could compete with a 
‘barn find’ Aston Martin DB6 
selling for nearly £200,000, or 

a Jaguar XK150 at £225,500?), 
but ‘Bumble’, the 1956 
Magnette ZA originally 
prepared for track use in 1970, 
must have been the most 
recognised car on off er. After a 
long career on the tracks, 
Bumble moved to historic 
rallying before being bought by 
French collector, Patrice 
Wattine. In 2012 the car 
returned to the UK and was 
extensively modified for 
current track regs, which 
resulted in regular appearances 
at the Goodwood Revival. 
£21,850 was the price, a figure 
that’s unlikely to reflect the 
amount spent on it, as is 
inevitably the case with 
competition cars.

DVCA found new homes for 
a couple of octagonal lots. A 
1962 MGA Roadster that had 
been subjected to a nut and 
bolt restoration in the 1990s 
and still looked to be as good 
as new flew past its £24k top 
estimate and went for £27,500. 
Unusually, at £1760 the 2000 
reg MGF VVC also made more 
than expected.

Heading vaguely north to 
Herefordshire, HVA knocked 
down an unusual pre-war MG. 
Registered in 1931, it started life 
as an F-Type Magna Sports, but 
had been much modified over 
the decades. Some of the 
bodywork changes were 
obvious, but virtually 
everything was non-standard 
to a degree, particularly under 
the bonnet because instead of 
an ohc six bought in from 

Wolseley, the power source 
was a 1600 ohv four and 
gearbox, as more commonly 
seen in Cortina Mk2s of the 
1960s! Very diff icult to value, 
but HVA’s £8000-£10,000 
estimate proved spot on, as the 
hammer descended at £9300.

Further north still to Bonnie 
Scotland, Morris Leslie had a 
pair of late Bs – the drop top 
made £3478 all-in and the GT 
£2809. A couple of Midgets 
from 1972 and 1965 fetched 
£5936 and £1650.

Later in March the 
Silverstone auction held at the 
NEC Restoration Show only 
had one MG on off er, an MGA 
Roadster described as ‘now 
ready to take on a new chapter 
of its life.’ That’s shorthand for 
needing a total rebuild. The 
brave new owner had to spend 
£3825, but that was only the 
beginning. Looking on the 
bright side, the car was mostly 
complete and had formerly 
lived in California, so the rust 
was probably more superficial 
than it might have been.

Anglia Car Auctions was 
celebrating its 20th birthday, 
and a 90% sale rate with a 
turnover of around £1.5m 
proves they’re doing 
something right.

A dozen MGs joined the 
throng. One BGT never made it 
to the rostrum and another late 
Midget fell short of reserve, but 
the rest sold for decent prices. 
£19,110 for a mint MGC 
Roadster was the most 
expensive lot, with the shallow 
pockets section occupied by a 
gaggle of Bs and Midgets.

There was also a coupé 
MGC, which overshot its £10k 
upper estimate by more than 
10%. No surprise that an MGA 
Coupé restoration project also 

beat its modest catalogued 
£6500 by a fat margin, settling 
at £8190. ‘Runs and moves,’ 
promised the description, so 
the only snag appeared to be a 
lack of documents. Fortunately, 
the attached registration was 
still on the DVLA computer, so 
that should be easy enough to 
sort out while the restoration 
work is in progress.

What price a LHD 1962 MkIV 
Magnette that had spent many 
years in a Californian museum? 
£4410 was the answer, 
reflecting the rarity of all the 
Farina variants now, despite 
how many were made in the 
1960s. Strange but true, Lot 11 
– a 1989 Maestro Turbo – was 
probably rarer still. Apparently 
this was the ninth of 505 built 
and one of only about 30 
survivors. Like its Metro baby 
brother, Maestros were 
everywhere until about ten 
years ago, but rust and 
MG-Rover’s demise resulted in 
almost total extinction, 
explaining why they now turn 
up at classic auctions.

This example had a full 
service history and an uprated 
engine producing around 
185bhp, which should ensure a 
few embarrassments for 
modern car drivers who don’t 
expect a 25 year-old hatchback 
to do 0-60 in 6 seconds. With 
no reserve to guide, the price 
finished at £3150.

ACA’s sale rounded off  with a 
very early B Roadster, the 
400th car built. It was originally 
sent to the US, making the trek 
back to Blighty for a full 
restoration about nine years 
ago. Alas, soon afterwards it 
was involved in an incident 
meriting a Category B 
insurance claim. In the new car 
world this would have meant 
the end of the road, but 
obviously the situation is 
diff erent with rare classics 
which strictly speaking are 
often beyond economical 
repair. As we know, since 
Heritage shells became 
available, many old MGBs 
aren’t really old, so the situation 
isn’t simple. The example on 
off er at Kings Lynn made 
£7140, suggesting that its 
previous history wasn’t a 
problem to many bidders.

Bumble the ZA 
Magnette buzzes 
to £21,850
MGCs also have a strong month at auction, 
while a LHD Magnette MkIV and a Maestro 
Turbo see prices boosted by their rarity.

Much-modified F-Type now has Ford power. Restored and repaired 1962 MGB made £7140.

Well-known ZA racer 
sold for £21,850.



MG CARBS (Pair)
MGB HS4
MGB HIF4
MGC HS6
Midget HS2, HS4 fi xed jet
MG V8 HIF6 original spec.
(Exchange deposit applies)

CARB SERVICE KITS
MGB,MGC,V8 & Midget

CLUTCHES
MGA
MGB
Mid. 1275
Mid. 1500
MGF
MGB Roller Bearing

£329.95
£374.95
£399.95
£329.95
£499.75

from £38.45

£129.95
from £69.95 
from £66.75
from £66.75

£119.95
£25.95

WATER PUMPS
MGA
V8
B
1275cc
MGC
1500cc
MGF

£27.95
£75.95

from £27.50
£14.05
£67.25
£29.95

from £19.95

FUEL PUMPS
SU negative earth
Solid state type
Facet Repro Pump                              £49.50

£89.95
£69.95

QUALITY REPAIR PANELS
MGA, B, GT, Midget Best prices

STUB AXLES each exc.
Pre-set with Needle-Roller Bearing:
   MGB with pin & top trunion
Pre-set with conventional shims:
   MGB with pin & top trunion
   Midget with pin & top trunion
Not pre-set excluding top trunion:
   MGB not pre-set
   Midget not pre-set
(Exc. Despoit £52.50)

£89.95 

£59.95
£59.95

£49.75
£49.75

REAR SPRING KITS
STANDARD Comprises springs, standard  
 fi tting, bush and mounting kit.
UPRATED  With poly urethane bushes and 

mounting pads.

MGB, BGT
Midget 1275
Midget 1500
V8
MGA

UPRATED
£139.75
£149.95
£149.95
£164.95
£149.95

STANDARD
from £119.75

£129.95
£129.95
£144.95
 £129.95

RADIATORS
MGA ARH120
MGB ARH 260 rear-fi ll
MGB NRP1142 centre-fi ll
MGB NRP1154 ‘76 on
MGC ARC54
MGB V8 NRP1059
Midget ARA318 X-fl ow
Midget ARA241 V-fl ow
Midget NRP1028 1500
MGF & TF

£149.95
£149.95
£115.80
£129.95
£149.95
£159.95
£98.50

£139.95
£119.95
£123.95

ENGINES LEADFREE
Midget 1275
Midget 1500
MGB models
MGB 2.0 Balanced
(Surcharge on exchange engines.
Club backed warranty)
Castrol Running In Packs

£1470.00 
£1425.00 
£1530.00 
£2190.00 

£54.95

GEARBOXES EXC
MGB
MGC
Midget 1275cc
Midget 1500cc
Club Gearboxes are fully warranted for 12 months 
unlimited mileage and are supplied on a surcharged 
exchange basis.

from £595.00
from £795.00
from £645.00
from £595.00

OVERDRIVE UNITS EXC
All types. £399.95

AXLES & DIFFS
     Recon. Exc. 12 month warranty
MGB Salisbury New c/w & pinion.
MGB Salisbury Used c/w & pinion.
MGB Banjo Differential
Midget Differential
Midget Differential 3.7

£799.45
£429.95
£299.95
£249.95
£249.95

BRAKE PARTS
Disc and Pad kit B
B Six Slot Discs 
B Discs & Greenstuff Pads
Caliper NEW
Shoe sets
Shoe fi t kits
Wheel cylinders
Brake cables

£39.95
£79.95
£89.95

from £39.95
from £9.95
from £8.95
from £8.45

from £11.75

GREENSTUFF FRONT PADS
MGB

£37.90
Midget
£30.95

V8
£46.25 

RV8
£62.75

MGF
£56.50

DISTRIBUTORS
MGB or Mid 25D Recon Exc. £89.95
(state if side or top entry)
MGB c/b & r/b 45D Recon Exc  £89.95
MGB c/b & r/b (New) £79.95
MGB performance 43D £79.95
Ignition Service Kits from £24.95

123 IGNITION DISTRIBUTOR
Pre-programmed MGB ignition curves.
Easy installation, aluminium distributor. Smoother 
engine torque curve. Better starting, better economy. 
Stronger spark at all speeds. Coil power protection 
feature. LED ignition timing setting.
Without Vacuum Advance
With Vacuum Advance
All models stocked MGC/V8/Midget/MGA

 £264.95
£299.95

MGOC PARABOLIC SPRINGS
MGB, C, GT, V8
Includes FREE urethane bushes worth
Low ride option 1½ lower also offered. 

£199.95 pair
£39.95

POWER STEERING OFFER
MGB, GT, V8 MGC  from £995

MGOC INERTIA SEAT BELTS
MGB, C, GT, V8, Midget from £34.75 

each
MGOC ‘SPECIAL’ EXHAUST

MGB models £99.95

For over thirty years MGOC Spares 
continues to remain at the forefront 

of MG product development, MG 
upgrades and quality MG parts 

supply, ensuring MG owners derive 
maximum enjoyment from their cars.
Whether carrying out your own MGB 
V8 conversion, upgrading your MG’s 

performance, or restoring your MG with 
original quality components, MGOC 

Spares can help you.

Telephone 01954 230928, call in or 
visit www.mgocspares.co.uk

MGOC Spares Octagon House Swavesey Cambridge CB24 4QZ    Prices inc. 20% VAT

M A N U F A C T U R E ,  T R A D E  W H O L E S A L E  A N D  R E T A I L  O F  M G  P A R T S .

Mail Order Lines: 01954 230 928, 231 318

www.mgocspares.co.uk
Mon - Fri: 8.30am to 5.30pm, Sat 9:00am to 12 NoonVisitors:

Shop on-line:

E-mail: sales@mgocspares.co.uk

2013

classic & modern

MG ACCESSORIES
www.mgocspares.co.uk
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FREE 
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Q Parts performance 
camsha¬  kits for MGB
Price: from £225.95
MGOC Spares and Accessories are now stocking 
Q Parts Performance Classic Camshaft Kits 
designed to achieve improved performance 
higher up the rev range for a sportier driving 
experience. Off ered in either Mild or Fast Road 
profiles for MGBs fitted with 18v engines (1971 on), 
the kits comprise a CNC machined steel billet 
performance camshaft, lightweight cam followers, 
heavy duty double valve springs and hard 
anodised alloy valve caps, and can be supplied 
with optional wasted stem stainless steel inlet and 
exhaust valves (at £314.95). Unbeatable value for 
increased engine performance, to order or to 
request more information call 01954 231318. 

I Cannot 
Rest from 
Travel
By Felicity Foster
Photographs by 
Eleanor Foster

Kindle book, file size 
4777KB, print length 
100 pages, £5.98.
Available from 
www.amazon.co.uk

This off beat book by 
Felicity Foster celebrates 
driving an MGB across 
the three western 
provinces of Canada. It is 
not a technical book and 
never claims to be, but it 
is a charming and 
well-written tale that 
brings to life the sense of 
adventure needed to run 
an MGB Roadster in such 
an environment. The 
positive and optimistic 
outlook of the author to 
whatever the weather, the 
car or the terrain can 
throw at her, plus her 
constant delight in all that 
is encountered and the 
obstacles that are 
overcome, should 
reawaken the youthful 
sense of adventure that 
we all once had, but 
which many have since 
lost. The photos by 
Eleanor Foster really 
deserve to be printed in a 
large-format coff ee table 
book to do them justice, 
but even in e-book form it 
is highly enjoyable and 
recommended. Just get 
the grandchildren to 
show you how to 
download it...

MGB GAZ damper kits
Price: £118.95 (rear)/£214.95 (front)
GAZ front and rear shock absorber kits for the 
MGB are on special online off er at The MGB Hive 
until the end of May. If special code FREE DEL 01 is 
entered at checkout, free delivery will be applied to 
any order containing the GAZ shock absorber kits 
(this applies to mainland UK deliveries only). The 
rear kit fits all MGBs, V8s and MGCs and consists of 
two MGB GAZ shock absorbers, two brackets and 
fitting kits. The original plates on the end of the link 
arms are used as the third and fourth brackets, but 
if these are required new they are available from 
The MGB Hive’s online shop. The front kit includes 
all the required brackets, as well as two front 
braided brake hoses and is suitable for MGB and 
V8 only. The shock absorbers on both the front 
and rear kits are high quality zinc passivated in 
blue. The dampers have 32 fully adjustable settings 

which are set by hand in seconds with a knob at 
the bottom of each unit to adjust the suspension to 
your liking. Front and rear kits purchased together 
are £329. Buy from The MGB Hive, Marshalls Bank, 
Parson Drove, Wisbech, Cambs PE13 4JE, call 01945 
700500 or order online at www.mgbhive.co.uk
remembering to quote free del.01 

Ratchet and bit set
Price: £30.34
This is a really handy ratchet and bit set from Laser 
Tools (part number 6027) that contains the most 
commonly used bits, all stored in a dispenser unit that 
clips to your belt. The high quality, fully polished 
ratchet is manufactured from chrome vanadium for 
strength and is very smooth and well balanced. A 
quick-chuck extension bit holder is also included for 
use with a cordless drill. Bits are made from strong S2 
steel and there are ten of them: flat 4.0mm and 
4.5mm, Pz1 and Pz2, hex bits 3, 4, 5 and 6mm, and two 
Star bits: T30 and T40. See www.lasertools.co.uk

Brake master cylinder 
for MGAs with discs
Price: £105
Now back in stock at NTG is this quality reproduction 
of the correct MGA 1600 and Mk2 master cylinder 
for cars fitted with disc brakes, and for earlier models 
when fitted with disc conversions. This quality replica 
of the original factory unit has the raised top for the 
increased capacity required for the extra fluid on 
disc systems. It also features the original type metal 
filler cap, which can be supplied separately for all MG 
dual master cylinders at only £7.80. Call 01473 
406031, email sales@mgbits.com or shop at 
www.mgbits.com 
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Harry Lester
His Cars and the Monkey 
Stable

By Stewart Penfound
212 pages, soft cover, 
200+ b&w and colour 
illustrations.
Published by BR Books, 
£25 plus p&p, order via 
www.lester-mg.co.uk

Garage owner and expert tuner 
of MG cars, Harry Lester was 
one of the more successful 
sports car competitors in the late 
1940s and early 1950s. In 1949 
he designed and built his own 
car, with a rigid tubular chassis, 
lightweight aluminium body and 
utilising the favoured engine of 
many club racers of the time – 
the XPAG unit from the MG TC. 
So successful was the car in his 
hands that a trio of wealthy 
young amateur racers formed a 
team and commissioned him to 
build them a car each, plus a 

spare. They called themselves 
The Monkey Stable and enjoyed 
much success in their first year 
of 1952, a highlight being winning 
the team prize at the first 9 hours 
race at Goodwood.

In subsequent years their 
fortunes changed, as did their 
cars, going to Kieft MGs in 1953, 
then back to Lesters in 1955. In 
the interim, the Monkey Stable 
drivers twice drove for the Bristol 
team at Le Mans, and one of their 

number, Pat Griff ith, briefly 
became a works driver for Aston 
Martin, partnering Peter Collins in 
a number of long-distance 
events. It all ended in tragedy, 
however, when team founder Jim 
Mayers was killed at Dundrod in 
the 1955 Tourist Trophy race, only 
weeks after another team 
member, Mike Keen, had crashed 
fatally at Goodwood. 

Never before published in its 
entirety, this is the story of Harry 
Lester and his cars, together with 
the exploits of The Monkey 
Stable during their brief but 
significant racing career. It is told 
by Stewart Penfound, owner and 
campaigner of one of the last of 
the Lester MGs produced. 
Containing much previously 
unseen material from both Harry 
Lester’s and The Monkey Stable’s 
archives, it is a story as much 
about the characters as the cars 
and is a significant addition to 
the record of motor racing 
immediately after the end of the 
Second World War.

20 Litre 
Forlife
Price: £59.25
Representing even 
greater value from the 
MGOC, Forlife coolant is 
now available in 20-litre 
home workshop drums 
priced at £59.25 (or 5 litres 
at £19.75) with FREE UK 
mainland delivery when 
ordering 10 litres or more. 
Forlife’s time-proven 
unique formulation off ers 
summer cooling, winter 
frost protection plus 
additional worthwhile 
benefits that include:
•  Highly eff ective heat 

transfer for reduced 
engine running 
temperature.

•  Anti-foaming agent with 
high boiling point to 
maximum 180°C.

•  Corrosion inhibitor 
protects against internal 
corrosion.

•  Red dye PH indicator 
warns of head gasket 
failure.

•  Extends service life of 
rubber cooling hoses.

•  Eff ective for ten years 
and more.

•  Frost protection down to 
-42°C.

•  Ready to use (no need 
to dilute).

To order call MGOC 
Spares & Accessories on 
01954 230928 or www.
mgocspares.co.uk 

Vetech premium screen wash
Price: £3.30 (1L)/£5.94 (5L)
Vetech have just released their new screenwash, exclusively 
available from GSF Car Parts. In common with all Vetech products, 
the screenwash off ers trade-level high performance, but at a 
competitive price point aiming to fill the wide gap between poor 
quality ultra-cheap formulations and premium branded ones. 
Off ering freeze protection down to -10ºC when used neat, it can 
comfortably be diluted to go three times further than low grade 
alternatives, whilst still off ering better freeze resistance. In 1-litre 
top-up or full 5-litre fill bottles, buy online at www.gsfcarparts.com, 
with local Click & Collect from one of over 70 GSF Car Parts stores.

B-G Racing EZ Sweep castor slip plates
Price: £239.99
Now you can check your vehicle’s geometry without the need for ramps or jacks. All you 
will need is a flat floor surface: just drive straight onto the new B-G ultra-thin EZ Sweep 
Castor Slip Plates and take your measurements. With 20 degrees of rotation, the 
plates can measure castor, camber and kingpin inclination angles. The secret to 
this unique product lies in the use of a PTFE-coated surface, which enables it 
to slip through the measuring arc without the need for messy grease or bulky 
bearings. Robustly constructed with a stainless steel base, the slip plates can be 
placed on top of scale pads or used directly on the garage floor. Sold in pairs, for 
more details contact Brown & Geeson on 01268 764411 or visit www.bg-racing.co.uk

Whole Car Air Re-Fresher
Price: £10
Whether it’s the pong of the family pet or last night’s gym bag, some smells 
really can take the enjoyment out of driving. This product quickly and 
eff ectively removes the toughest odours throughout the entire vehicle and 
leaves a pleasant scent that lasts for weeks. It works by neutralising unwanted 
odours using Meguiar’s complete Odour Eliminating Technology. The Air 
Re-Fresher circulates through the entire ventilation system, across the 
headliner and in all those hard to reach areas, permanently removing smells 
such as cigarette smoke and wet dog to leave the interior with a fresh scent. 
0870 241 6696, email ukinfo@meguiars.co.uk or see www.meguiars.co.uk



MAY 2
Ruff orth Autojumble
Ruff orth Park, Wetherby Road, 
YO23 3QF. Doors open at 8am 
for the public, sellers welcome 
6–9am. Indoor pitches start 
from £17. Admission £2 per 
person. 01904 738620, 
www.ruff orthautojumble.com

MAY 2-4
Donington Historic Festival
Donington Park, Leics.
Hundreds of world-class 
historic racing cars and many 
classic car club displays. 
www.doningtonhistoric.com

MAY 3
Classic Vehicle Rally and 
Country Fayre
Earsham Hall, Bungay NR35 
2AN. 10am-5pm. £3 for adults, 
u16s free. Classic cars, tactors, 
motorbikes, commercial and 
military vehicles. 
www.bungaylions.org.uk

MAY 10
Regency Run
Brooklands to Brighton. 
Organised jointly by the MGOC 
and MGCC. £34 per car with 
two occupants. 01954 231125, 
www.mgownersclub.co.uk, 
01235 555552, 
www.mgcc.co.uk

MAY 10
Spring Autotest
East Kirkby, Lincolnshire. All 
competitors must be members 
of the MG Car Club or another 
MSA aff iliated club which has 
been invited to participate. See 
www.mgcclincolnshire.co.uk

MAY 12
Classic Car Night
Ace Cafe, Ace Corner, 
Stonebridge, London NW10 
7UD. Includes Midget and 
Sprite Club monthly meet from 
6pm. 020 8961 1000, 
www.acecafeevents.com

MAY 17
Herts Auto Show
Stanborough Park, Welwyn 
Garden City AL8 6DQ. Charity 
car and bike show in aid of the 
Make A Wish Foundation UK. 
10am-4pm. Adults £5, children 
£3, under-fives go free. 
www.hertsautoshow.co.uk

MAY 17
Gaydon Spring Classic, 
Gaydon Fringe and Gaydon 
Spring Cream Tea Run
Heritage Motor Centre, 
Gaydon. A popular gathering 
for all vehicles over 20 years 
old. Call 01926 645029, email: 
shows@heritage-motor-centre.
co.uk or see www.heritage-
motor-centre.co.uk

MAY 20-22
Regis Classic Tour
Based at Chilworth Manor 
north of Southampton and 
visiting Hampshire, Wiltshire 
and Dorset. Raising money for 
Against Breast Cancer and 
Orchid – Fighting Male Cancer, 
having raised over £450,000 
from the previous 17 tours. Call 
01243 542674 or visit 
www.theregisclassictour.co.uk

MAY 22-25
Spa Classic
Spa-Francorchamps, 
Ardennes, Belgium. 
www.spa-francorchamps.be

MAY 23-31
Build a Car Week 
Heritage Motor Centre, 
Gaydon. Half-term fun – from 
Lego to paper, design, build 
and test your own car. 01926 
645029, shows@heritage-
motor-centre.co.uk or see www.
heritage-motor-centre.co.uk

MAY 24
Gaydon Classic Car Show
Heritage Motor Centre, 
Gaydon. A general transport 
show featuring all sorts of 
motorised transport, from cars 
through to fire tenders and 
tanks. Call 01926 645029, or 
see www.heritage-motor-
centre.co.uk 

MAY 24-25
Cheshire Classic Car & 
Motorcycle Show
Capesthorne Hall, Macclesfield, 
Cheshire, SK11 9JY. 01484 
667776, www.classicshows.org 

MAY 24-25
Knebworth Festival of 
Transport
Knebworth Park, Stevenage, 
Herts SG1 2AX. 01484 667776, 
www.classicshows.org

MAY 29-31
Bournemouth Wheels 
Festival
Bournemouth Seafront. 
Free wheels-themed family 
events featuring high energy 
action across the town and 
seafront. www.bournemouth
wheels.co.uk

MAY 29-31
Coventry Motofest
Free event to celebrate both 
the heritage and exciting future 
for personal transport. 
www.coventrymotofest.com

MAY 31
London to Brighton Classic 
Car Run
Royal Park, Greenwich to 
Madeira Drive, Brighton. Open 
to all cars over 25 years old 
(there is a separate Kit and 
Sports Car section for suitable 
modern cars). www.classic
motorevents.co.uk, 01527 
831726.

JUNE 6
Letchworth Garden City 
Classic & Vintage Car Club 
Show
Fairclough Hall Farm, Halls 

Green, Weston, SG4 7DP. £10 
per vehicle on the gate. 
11am-5pm. www.lgccvcc.co.uk,  
01462 674347.

JUNE 6
Ruff orth Autojumble
Ruff orth Park, Wetherby Road, 
YO23 3QF. 01904 738620, 
www.ruff orthautojumble.com

JUNE 6-7
Classic Car Rally
Crich Tramway Village, 
Derbyshire. Open to all vehicles 
registered pre-1975. Booking 
available through the Tramway 
website in the events section 
and includes free car, driver 
and passenger entry. 
www.tramway.co.uk

JUNE 7
Classic Vehicle Show and 
Autojumble
Queen Elizabeth Country Park, 
Gravel Hill, Horndean, 
Waterlooville PO8 0QE. 
10am-4pm. South Hants 
Vehicle Preservation Society’s 
annual event. Easy access and 
free public car parking on site. 
Adults £5, U16s free. 
www.shvps.org.uk
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EVENTS

Auction calendar
Auction details can sometimes change at short notice. 
Readers are advised to confirm dates, venues and viewing 
arrangements before travelling.

May 13: Brightwells, Easters Court, Leominster, Herefordshire 
HR6 0DE. Tel: 01568 611122, www.brightwells.com 
May 16: Peter Francis, Pontargothi Showground, Carmarthen.
Tel: 01267 233456, www.peterfrancis.co.uk 
May 16: Coys, Ascot Racecourse, Ascot, Berkshire SL5 7JX.
Tel: 0208 614 7888, www.coys.co.uk
May 23: Silverstone Auctions, The Wing, Silverstone Circuit. 
01926 691141, www.silverstoneauctions.com
May 23: Mathewsons, Thornton le Dale, N Yorks YO18 7LH. 
Tel: 01751 474455, www.mathewsons.co.uk
May 23: Morris Leslie, Errol Airfield, Errol, Perth PH2 7TB. 
Tel: 01821 642574, www.morrisleslie.com 
May 30: Richard Edmonds, Castle Combe, Wiltshire SN14 7EY. 
Tel: 01249 444544, www.richardedmondsauctions.com
Jun 2: Classic Car Auctions, Silverstone, Northants NN12 8TN. 
Tel: 01926 640888, www.classiccarauctions.co.uk 
Jun 6: Historics, Brooklands, Weybridge, Surrey KT13 0QN. 
Tel: 01753 639170, www.historics.co.uk
Jun 13: Anglia Car Auctions, Beveridge Way, King’s Lynn 
PE30 4NB. Tel: 01553 771881, www.angliacarauctions.co.uk
Jun 14: Charterhouse, Bristol Classic Car Show, Shepton Mallet 
BA4 6QN. Tel: 01935 812277, www.charterhouse-auction.com 

The MG Enthusiast Events Diary is a FREE service to publicise your event. We want to include details of ALL events whether big, 
small, formal or informal just so long as MGs are welcome. To be included, we need the following information: 
Date • Event name • Venue • Brief two-line description • Contact details
Please send details of your events to: MG Enthusiast Events Diary, Kelsey Media, PO Box 978, Peterborough PE1 9FL or email: 
motorevents@kelseypb.co.uk (be sure to notify us in plenty of time). Please note that whilst every eff ort is made to ensure the 
accuracy of these listings, we recommend you check with the organisers before travelling.



FOR DETAILS OR TO BOOK YOUR PLACES 01732 879153
OR SEE OUR WEBSITE - WWW.SCENICCARTOURS.COM

COTSWOLDS, CHEDDAR & BATH June & September

GOODWOOD REVIVAL 11-13 September

LE MANS CLASSIC 2016 7-10 July

NORTH CYPRUS CLASSIC CAR TOUR 12 Nov & 17 March

ROME, SORRENTO&AMALFIBYMOTORAIL May & Sept

WONDERS OFWALES May & July

2015 LAON HISTORIQUE 29 May to 1st June

D-DAYLANDINGS&ATLANTICWALL May & Sept

IRELAND’S CAUSEWAY COAST May to September

2or 3Nights From£99.00 Per Person

ARCTIC HIGHWAY CHALLENGE 4th to 26th June

3Days, 2Nights From£309.00 Per Person

8Days, 7Nights byAir From£899.00 Per Person

10Days, 9Nights From£1699.00 Per Person

4Days, 3Nights From£229.00 Per Person

4Days, 3Nights From£189.00 Per Person

4Days, 3Nights From£289.00 Per Person

5Days, 4Nights From£399.00 Per Person

23Days, 22Nights From£3250.00 Per Person

ENCHANTING BLACK FOREST 21 June & 6 Sept

AUSTRIA & LAKE BLED (MOTORAILRETURN) 15th-28th June

LAKE DISTRICT June & September

CLASSIC CHAMPAGNE TOUR 16th May & 19th Sept

14Days, 13Nights From£1199.00 Per Person

4Days, 3Nights From£229.00 Per Person

4Days, 3Nights From£299.00 Per Person

8Days, 7Nights From£599.00 Per Person

THE ISLE OF MAN 10th May, 14th July & 7th Sept

2015 SPA CLASSIC 22nd to 25th May
5Days, 4Nights From£349.00 Per Person

4Days, 3Nights From£259.00 Per Person

SCOTTISH ISLANDS & HIGHLANDS 3rd to 13th July

GUERNSEY & JERSEY 2 ISLAND TOUR May, June & Sept

LAKE COMO & STELVIO PASS 3rd June & 9th Sept

JERSEY INT’L MOTORING FESTIVAL 4th to 8th June

11Days, 10Nights From£1599.00 Per Person

10Days, 9Nights From£799.00 Per Person

5Days, 4Nights From£399.00 Per Person

8Days, 7Nights From£699.00 Per Person

ANGOULEME ‘CIRCUIT DES REMPARTS’ 17th-22nd Sept
6Days, 5Nights From£489.00 Per Person

MORE EXCITING TOURS

3or 4 Nights Camping from£199 /Hotel from£329

ISLEOFWIGHT 6th to 10th June
5Days, 4Nights From£339.00 Per Person

THE BELGIAN DELIGHTS May, June & Sept
2or 3Nights From£149.00 Per Person

WW1 100th ANNIVERSARY TOURS 20 May & 23 Oct
4Days, 3Nights From£239.00 Per Person

Lake Garda &
the Stelvio Pass

10 Days From £749.00 Per Person
June, July & September Departures
including: P&O Ferry Crossing Dover/Calais,

2/3 Overnight Stops in each Direction, 5 or 7 Nights
in Lake Garda, Stelvio Pass, All Breakfast & Dinners

13 Days From £3995.00 Per Person
10th to 22nd August 2015

incl: Return Flights, 11 Nights Accommodation
Admission to Pebble Beach Auction & Pebble Beach

Concours d’Elegance + Car hire & Pacific Drive

18 Days From £2999.00 Per Person
25th September to 12th October 2015

including: P&O Crossing Dover/Calais,
2 Stopovers in each direction, 4 Nights Lake Garda
2 Nights Tuscany, All Breakfast & Dinners as stated

New England

GORDON BENNETT ROUTE 12th to 15th May
4Days, 3Nights From£229.00 Per Person

DUTCHWINDMILLS &WATERWAYS May & Sept
4Days, 3Nights From£299.00 Per Person

11 Days From £999.00 Per Person
11th to 21stMay

incl: Flights, 16 Nights Hotel Accommodation
Car Hire or Ship your Own Car Option

Meals as Itinerary, Great Drives & Scenery

LE MANS 24 HEURES 13th to 14th June
Packages valid for 9days From£199.00 Per Person

THE 2015 BRUGES CLASSIC 28th-31st August
4Days, 3Nights From£289.00 Per Person

15 Days From £1499.00 Per Person
8th June& 8th September Departures
incl: Return Ferry Crossing Portsmouth/Caen,

2 Overnight Stops in each Direction, 10 Nights in
the Picos & Pyrenees, 14 Breakfast & 12 Dinners

18th August & 5th September
Including - Return P&O Ferry
Crossing Dover/Calais,
18 Nights Good Hotel
Accommodation
Meals as per itinerary

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF

19 Days, 18 NIGHTS
From £1999.00 Per Person

10 Days From £1199.00 Per Person
26th June to 5th July

incl: Return P&O Ferry Crossing Dover/Calais,
2 Overnight Stops in each Direction, 5 Nights in
the Swiss Alps, All Breakfast & Dinners as stated

Picos&Pyrenees

New York &

The Mille Miglia

15 Days From £1999.00 Per Person
15th to 29th August

Return Ferry Crossing Hull/Harwich to Holland
11 Nights Hotel Accommodation, Flam Railway

Journey, All Breakfast & Dinners as stated

The Swiss Alps

Including - Return P&O Ferry 

Norwegian Fjords
& the Atlantic Road

Pebble Beach &
Monterey Classic CarWeek

in the Fall
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POSTBAG

Your points of view

MGE June 2015

Please send letters to: mg.ed@kelseypb.co.uk or by post to: 
MGE, Kelsey Media, PO Box 978, Peterborough PE1 9FL. Letters may be edited 
for clarity or length. Views expressed in Postbag are not necessarily those of MGE.

Electric? Try hydrogen!

www.mgenthusiast.com

The letter in May’s MGE from 
Mike Wade makes interesting 
reading (even if at first sight it 
did read like an advertising 
feature for Tesla), but his Tesla 
is hardly a practical family car, 
stylish and technologically 
fascinating though it may be. 
Let’s look at some of the 
details. According to Tesla’s 
own website, the Model S will 
cover a maximum range of 
310 miles per charge, 
considerably less than many 
fossil-fuel powered cars will 
cover on a full tank of 
whatever fuel they use, and 
cheaper models have an even 
smaller range. Even my TF 
with its relatively small tank will 
beat that. And the cheapest 
Tesla model is priced at 
£54,500 while the most 
expensive is £79,100 in the 
UK, hardly family car prices.

Information suggests that a 
full charge can take up to 9½ 
hours. So if you’re on a long 
journey, do you book a hotel 
room every time you need to 
‘fill up’? You can apparently get 
170 miles of range with a 30 
minute charge, convenient if 
you suff er with a weak 
bladder. Mike also suggests 
that problems with his car can 
be fixed via a simple 
download, but that won’t 

resolve problems such as  
the recent recall for faulty 
charging adaptors, or some 
reports of fires in this model, 
so a visit to a repair agent may 
still be required. Oh, and it 
seems you’ll have to have 
your garage fitted out with the 
necessary charging 
equipment, so factor that into 
your operating costs.

More realistically perhaps 
for most of us, prices for the 
smaller Nissan Leaf range 
between £16,500 and 
£25,500, still expensive for 
what it is, but driving distances 
on a charge vary between a 
pretty miserable 76 miles and 
124 miles, so still not a car for 
long trips. On the up-side, 
however, it seems you can get 
80% of a full charge in just 30 
minutes, so no need for hotel 
rooms but you’ll still be 
stopping to ‘top up’ pretty 
frequently unless you only 
drive to the shops and back. 

And we haven’t mentioned 
yet the question of battery 
pack ownership, longevity and 
cost of eventual replacement 
(after 10 years with the Tesla), 
or residual values. Many 
people consider electric 
vehicles to be environmentally 
friendly, but let’s not forget 
that they still require energy 

from power stations, they still 
require the raw materials to be 
taken out of the ground and 
processed, and just how 
environmentally friendly are 
those battery packs?

Being fair, I do recognise 
that we need to find 
alternatives to fossil fuels, and 
it is quite possible that electric 
cars may be part of the 
solution as long as problems 

like lack of range, charging 
times, availability of charging 
points and purchase prices 
can be overcome, to name 
but a few, but it seems to me 
that there is still a long way to 
go before they become more 
than a niche alternative.

Now will someone start a 
debate on hydrogen-powered 
vehicles?
Andy Robson

My new MG in 
an old MGE
I wonder if you can help 
me find a back issue of MG 
Enthusiast magazine (April 
1999, Vol 24 No 1 ). My 
quest has come about as I 
have just purchased an 
MGB Roadster, UBO 247J, 
which is in that issue. I’m 
looking forward to 
enjoying the car following 
a gap of around 30 years 
since our last one.
Steve Cutler
Welcome back to the MG 
fold Steve, I hope you 
enjoy your new car. Sadly 
our own back issues 
don’t go back that far, not 
least because there have 
been two changes of 
publisher since then. Can 
any readers help? – Ed

Registering an 
MG as historic
Regarding the news story last issue that cars built 
or registered in 1974 would become eligible for 
reclassification to ‘Historic’ on or after 1 April 2015 
and gain the benefit of that free tax, keepers of 
cars registered in 1974 should need do nothing 
more than write a letter pointing out that their 
cars were registered in 1974 (thus DVLA already 

has proof of the car’s age) and that they wish the 
car to be reclassified as Historic. Send this with 
the V5C Registration Certificate to DVLA at 
Swansea and a new V5C with the Historic 
classification will be returned. Quite how fast this 
will return is an open question as there is 
insuff icient experience of how high the demand 
is and how fast DVLA can cope.  

However, owners of cars built in 1974 that were 
not registered until a following year can only gain 
the Historic classification this year by supplying 
corroboration of that build date, with extract 
evidence taken directly from the original MG 
factory records, or a very rare alternative of an 
extract from a Glass’s Check Book. This 
eff ectively means that only the Heritage Motor 
Centre (www.heritage-motor-centre.co.uk), 
who hold the original MG records, can supply 
certified corroboration of such a car’s build date 
and owners will need to buy one of their Heritage 
Certificates. The 40 year rolling status will from 
now see a repeat performance every year, so 
that from 1 April 2016 owners of cars registered 
or made in 1975 will be able to apply for 
reclassification to Historic, subject to no further 
government changes.
Roger Parker
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COMMENT

L
ast issue I talked about my 
preference for engines that 
are simple, honest and 
robust. I’d like to continue the 
engine theme this month, 

though not all of the ones I shall 
mention fit the description of being 
‘simple, honest and robust.’ And the first 
of these is not an MG engine at all, but 
the legendary BRM supercharged 
1.5-litre V16 Formula One engine that 
was campaigned by the Bourne-based 
team from 1950-1955.

Even though I was a body designer, I 
was still interested in the mechanical 
aspects of the V16. Anything to do with 
cars interested me. My first BRM 
contact was through the Oxford Motor 
Club, who organised a lecture by Peter 
Berthon, one of the BRM engine’s 
designers. Staff at Pressed Steel (where I 
worked at the time) were invited to 
attend the lecture, and I remember 
some comment about the valves being 
so small that they really needed
brownies rather than guides! 

My first sight of the BRM was when 
we were going to Silverstone, where it 
was due to race. We were held up by 
traffic at Bicester, and they had flown 
the BRM into Bicester airfield because 
the Silverstone runways were being 
used. They then towed it from Bicester 
airfield onto Silverstone ready for the 
Grand Prix. The V16 was too complex 
for its own good, but what a fantastic 
sound it made – when it was running. 

At MG up to this point we had been 
running the XPAG engines of course, 
but Charlie Griffin became our director 
(though he remained at Longbridge 
and wasn’t a resident director in 
Abingdon) and started developing the 
B-series. It was a much bigger and 

heavier lump than the XPAG, but it had 
a lot more horsepower as a result. Not 
much tuning development had been 
done on it by this point – that came 
later as MG got involved, and I was 
surprised just how much more could be 
wrung out once the Competitions 
Department got their hands on it. 

If the B-series was ‘honest and 
reliable,’ it also had a rather less robust 
spin-off in the Twin Cam, which was just 
in development when I joined MG in 
1956. Access to work on this down the 
sides in the narrow MGA engine bay 
was dreadful, so one of my first jobs at 
MG was to cut a hole in the wheelarch 
to provide access to the exhaust, and I 
had to develop a removable, louvred 
panel to cover this. 

I went across to Radiators branch 
who had facilities for pressing out 
things like that, and met up with Barry 
Jackson who was a draftsman. (He was 
the son of Reg Jackson, our 
Competitions engine man.) The whole 
process to design, draw and have the 
panel made took about six weeks. They 
were putting louvres in the bonnets, so 
we used a part of that tool to do the 
louvres in the removable panel. It was 
all a matter of knowing who does what, 
and finding the bits. People were always 
very helpful to MG, you could go into 
anywhere, say you were from MG and 
get help. I think it was the glamour of 
competition which helped with that.

The Twin Cam was a nice engine and 
could have been developed further, but 
they had problems at the time with 
compression ratios and the fuels 
available. The distributor was very fussy, 
and you had to get the advance exactly 
right. People used to over-advance it, 
and that blew holes in the tops of the 

The K-series was about the right 
size and would ‘go in the hole,’ so 
we could certainly have worked 

with it in a development of the B

pistons. So they had to redesign the 
distributor as well as the pistons (going 
from domed tops to flat tops) and 
altering the compression ratio to suit
the fuel you could get.

In the end they decided to drop it. We 
did manage to get more power out of 
the OHV B-series, but of course you can 
never have enough. We always wanted 
to go back to the V8, if only we could 
have got the engines again. Even after 
1975 we would have gone back there, 
but the supply was cut off. 

So they started looking at the 
O-series engines. The first O-series had 
a cam belt instead of a chain, with a 
metal cover. One day they were out 
running and it was going fine, except 
they said there was a knock and a 
vibration that they couldn’t understand. 
We eventually noticed that the timing 
belt was only ¼ inch wide. What was 
happening was that the timing cover 
had a marked cutout in it so you knew 
when the piston was at TDC, but the
front of the crank pulley was vibrating 
enough to touch the cam belt. That was 
walking backwards and forwards, and it 
was being shaved each time it walked 
forward and touched that cutout. We 
caught it just in time.

The K-series didn’t appear until 1988, 
so it went in the MGF but we never got 
it at Abingdon. It was about the right 
size and would ‘go in the hole’ as the 
expression has it, so we could certainly 
have worked with it in a development of 
the B (as indeed many people have 
subsequently shown with K-series 
conversions of their own). Then again, 
we would have started pushing it 
harder sooner at MG, so that might 
have shown up shortcomings like the 
head gasket problem earlier. The 
question is, would that have been better 
for MG in the long run if it had forced 
management to do something about it 
sooner rather than later? DH

Don Hayter joined MG as 
a body designer in 1956, 
and worked on all the 
MGs built from then until 
the Abingdon factory’s 
closure in 1980, by which 
time he had risen to be 
MG’s Chief Engineer.
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Opening hours in the UK: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm, Sat 9am-5pm.*Terms and conditions apply, call for details †Based on an average customer, saving 28% when compared to buying three separate Carole Nash policies. Average customer = 57 year old male with full
10 years plus NCB, driving a 1965 MG B, 1973 MG B and 1972 MGMidget. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

Visit us online at cherished.carolenash.com
Classic | Camper Van | Specialist | Military | Performance

0800 093 8860
Quote AUTOGLYM when you call

CLASSIC MG INSURANCE
WITH EXTRA SPARKLE
SIMPLY CALL FOR A QUOTE

GOT MORE
THAN ONE
CLASSIC CAR?
YOU COULD

SAVE
28%
WITH A
MULTI-CLASSIC
CAR POLICY†

AND YOU COULDWIN A PERFECT
BODYWORK COLLECTION KIT FROM
AUTOGLYM IN OUR FREE PRIZE DRAW*
R.R.P £60

‘‘Family run MG Specialists Established 1945’’
SUMMIT GARAGE

www.summitgarage.co.uk
Summit Garage, Himley Road, Lower Gornal, Dudley West Midlands, DY3 2RA. 01384 259555

CALL SUMMIT GARAGE NOW!
Summit are MG experts with full T4/T5 diagnostics.

Summit have fully trained MG Technicians.

Summit VMC and Experian check every used car.

Summit give 12 months warranty on every used car FREE.

Call Summit now as stock changes daily!

NEW MG3 Style, Red Rose,
available for immediate delivery.
Beat the waiting list! £9,999

Top model only
£9,999

CALL NOW TO
TEST DRIVE
THE NEW

MG3

@SummitGarage

Summit Garage

2014(64) MG3 STYLE 5dr Hatchback, Silver fox,
Power steering, Air conditioning, Cruise control,
DAB Digital Radio, Parking aid,Bluetooth and USB
Connector, Rear Spoiler 2k mls £8,900

2014 (64) MG3 1.5VTi-TECH STYLE WITH LUX
PACK 5dr, Power steering, Alloy wheels,Leather
Seats, Air conditioning,Reverse Sensors, Sports
seats. Folding rear seats £9,999

2014(64) MG MG3 STYLE 5dr Hatchback,
Power steering, Air conditioning, DAB Digital
Radio,Parking aid, Bluetooth and USB Connector,
Child locks & Isofix system £8,900

2012(61) MG 1.8T S 4dr Magnette, Power
steering, Air-Conditioning, Alloy Wheels,
Electric Windows, Electric door mirrors, Remote
central locking, Radio CD £6,400

£3,900

2005 (05) MG TF135 SUNSTORM. Starlight,
2dr Convertible with 12 months Parts &
Labour warranty included

SOLD

2014(64) MG MG6 1.8T TSE 4dr Magnette,
Power steering, Satellite Navigation, Climate
Control, Upholstery Leather, Heated seats, Parking
Aid, Remote central locking £12,900

£7,900

2012 (12) MG6 GT 1.8T TSE, 5dr in Granite
Grey. 18k mls. Tramendous specification
includes number plate
M600 TSE, one owner

SOLD

2005(55) MGTF 135 2dr Convertible, Silver, Alcantara
& Leather Trim (over 135), Paint Finish – Metallic, –
Power steering, Alloy Wheels 26k mls £4,900

SOLD

2001(51) MG MGF 1.8 TROPHY 160, 2dr,
Trophy Yellow, 33k mls, service history, head
gasket done, rare opportunity,

£3,900

SOLD

2014 14 MG6 GTS 1.9 DTi, Rio Red,
delivery miles, power steering, air con,
big saving over new £12,999

SOLD
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COMMENT

W
e bought our ZR 120+ 
new in late 2004, and
it is a facelift spec car 
that even today has 
only covered just over 

45,000 miles. In the last 12 months it 
has started to show its age and 
demand a little more than routine 
attention. Whilst this is expected, it is 
always a little disappointing as you 
remember the car when it was new and 
hope (forlornly) that it will always 
perform as a new car.

The original exhaust rear box was 
replaced very early on with a Janspeed 
stainless item with ‘XPOWER’ engraved 
on the polished twin tailpipes. This was 
mainly a vanity change as the original 
single ‘pea shooter’ tailpipe looked lost 
within the confines of the alloy trimmed 
rear panel, so to feel that the engine 
was a little sharper following the change 
was a bonus. This Janspeed section has 
lasted brilliantly – we’ve had to replace 
the cat-to-rear-box section of the 
exhaust twice due to pipe corrosion, but 
the Janspeed is still going strong. This 
time I decided to spend a little more on 
a stainless steel replacement, which 
should probably not need further 
replacement during my ownership. 

A couple of months earlier when 
routinely changing all brake discs and 
pads, a damp patch was seen on the 
left underside of the fuel tank. This 
explained why there had been a drop in 
the usual fuel efficiency and dictated a 
new tank. Only one tank was available 
within the official parts route and that 
was over £300, but a local motor factor 

had one at a third the price, which he 
also delivered for free within an hour!

Fitting was complicated by two hose 
clips holding the outer end of the 
flexible plastic connections between the 
filler and vent pipes and the tank being 
totally seized and there not being
access to cut them off without 
damaging the pipes. Some juggling of 
the tank and the filler pipes just allowed 
access to the other end of the flexible 
connections at the tank that were not 
seized. All clips were replaced by 
stainless steel ones, in case I ever need 
to remove the tank again.

Another problem was that one of the 
two main tank support straps was also 
corroded and after starting to loosen,
the threaded pin sheared. Fortunately 
there was just enough good thread left 
to be able to refit this, but only just. To 
ensure the new tank has a longer life, it 
had a good coating of Hammerite as I 
have used successfully on MGB tanks 
over many years.

A pre-emptive change I decided to do 
in the summer of 2014 was to renew 
the aircon compressor, as I was aware 
that these were in very poor supply and 
I came upon a company with a very 
limited stock of new items at a fair price.
Fitting is not a five minute job as the 
front lower crossmember has to be 
removed to provide access. You also
need a responsible approach to the 
removal and storage of refrigerant, so I 
entrusted the change to Matt at his 
garage using their aircon equipment. All 
went as it should and the removed 
compressor – still working perfectly well

 In this instance the good 
intention to pre-empt a possible 

future problem backfi red in a big 
way and added credence to the 

idea: If it ain’t broke, don’t fi x it!

– was sealed to prevent dirt entry and 
keep it in good working order.

A month or so later when arriving 
home and switching the aircon off, Matt 
noticed a faint squeak from the engine 
bay that went as soon as the aircon was 
switched back on. Over the following 
month the squeak got louder when the 
aircon was off and the engine had been 
running for more than an hour. Putting 
the aircon back on silenced the squeak,
and the efficiency of the cooling was 
not in question.

Things then came to a head when,
on one of the return trips home, I was 
plagued with queues. After about 20 
minutes in stop-start traffic the squeak 
had increased to an almost continuous 
squeal and even switching on the 
aircon failed to reduce it. Only keeping
above 1500rpm (and rising) silenced 
the squeal. On arriving home a visual 
examination showed some metal swarf
coming out of the back of the 
compressor’s clutch housing; oh dear!

The original compressor was refitted 
and the faulty unit returned, but by this 
time no new stock remained so a full 
refund was given. In this instance the 
good intention to try and pre-empt a 
possible future problem backfired in a 
big way and added credence for the 
idea: ‘If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it!’

However, one thing that was 
beginning to break and did need fixing 
was the head gasket. At 45,000 miles, 
right in the mileage window for an 
original SLS head gasket failure, the low 
coolant alarm warned of a small but 
continuous loss, corroborated with 
minor spotting of creamy mayo on the 
dipstick. Not needing to wait for 
additional corroboration, the gasket was 
changed for a current MLS type and 
this confirmed the first signs of 
elastomer degradation on the original 
gasket. It was refreshing to have such 
an easy change, as the FWD layout
makes the job a real doddle compared 
to an MGF or TF engine bay! RP

Roger Parker is a former 
policeman whose 
technical skill and wide 
experience of MGs form 
the backbone of our own 
Technical Q&A pages.
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To enjoy that Sunday drive* call us on .,&O. &O& O,&?
Our dedicated classics team will ensure you have the right insurance
cover to keep you both protected and enjoying the drive.
*Other days of the week are available, but nothing beats a Sunday morning.
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COMMENT

W
hilst I have owned a 
wide variety of race 
cars over the years, a 
lot of my races have 
been in cars 

belonging to other people and I 
consider myself very fortunate and 
honoured that so many owners have 
trusted me with their cars. 

In fact the first race I ever did was in 
someone else’s car. Back in the 
mid-1950s I had a paper round near my 
home in Long Ditton. One of the 
customers on my round owned a 
Parker Jap racing car, a small 
lightweight single seater powered by a 
motorbike engine. I was not old enough 
to drive then of course, but I offered to 
help the owner wash the car, and this 
progressed to me helping out at race 
meetings. A few years later in 1959, 
when I was old enough to drive, he
offered me the opportunity to race the 
Parker Jap at Brands Hatch. However,
the experience was not quite what I was 
expecting. Whilst the car was fast and 
agile, it rattled like an old tin can full of 
stones and I emerged somewhat 
shaken after the race. 

Many years later, following a notable 
win in my Le Mans MGB at Spa 
Francorchamps in 1980, I was lucky 
enough to be offered a number of 
races in Belgium. This culminated in me 
joining the Fina Oils backed Belgium 
Toyota team and racing a Toyota 
Corolla in European endurances races. 
Despite this being a high profile, well 
run team, the drivers were still expected 
to look after the cars and were liable for 
any damaged caused. 

I was lucky and managed to survive 

the whole season with just one 
damaged wing, but of course others 
have not been so lucky. It is common 
practice in motorsport for drivers and 
owners to agree that if you bend it, you 
mend it. In other words, the driver is 
responsible for any damage caused. 
And motorsport is a high risk sport 
where even the best professional 
drivers get it wrong sometimes. 

You may have read in the papers a 
couple of years ago about motoring 
journalist Mark Hales being taken to 
court by David Piper, after Piper’s 
valuable  Porsche 917 had an engine 
blow up whilst Hales was driving it at a 
race track. The owner blamed the driver 
for putting the car into the wrong gear, 
whilst the driver maintained that it was 
not his fault. The outcome of the case 
was that Mark Hales lost and ended up 
with a bill for repairs and legal costs that 
was said to run into six figures. Of 
course it is possible to get insurance to 
cover any mishaps on track, but this has 
always tended to be expensive with a 
very high excess, so a lot of drivers tend 
to take the risk and not insure cars. 

I have had some wonderful 
experiences over the years in cars that 
belong to other people. After being 
recommended by MGA guru Bob West, 
I was honoured to be offered the 
opportunity to race one of the famous 
Fitzwilliam racing MGAs at the Le Mans 
Classic in 2012, and again at the 
Goodwood Revival in 2013. During a 
Goodwood practice session that year I 
met Paul Hogan, who asked me my 
opinion of his Triumph TR3S recreation. 
He was amazed when I drove it eight 
seconds a lap faster than it had ever 

 It is common practice for drivers 
and owners to agree that if you 

bend it, you mend it. In other words, 
the driver is responsible for any 

damage caused. 

been round the circuit. That led to him 
enquiring if I would be interested in 
racing it at the following year’s Le Mans 
Classic, which I did. 

There are so many other cars that I 
could mention, it is difficult to choose 
favourites. However one of the most 
memorable, and certainly the wildest, 
was the 6-litre Cobra replica of garage 
owner Cheng Lim. He invited me to 
race this fire breathing monster at 
Cadwell Park in the late 1990s. I 
managed to keep the car on the track, 
but thought it was a bit too stiffly 
sprung for a gentlemen of my 
advanced years. 

I have also had the pleasure of 
offering other people the opportunity 
to race cars that I own, though I do tend 
to be quite fussy as to who I let drive 
them. I recall a few years ago I was 
preparing for a practice session at Spa 
in Belgium, when my old friend 
Sir Stirling Moss popped into my pit 
garage. It had been a few years since he 
had raced at Spa and he wanted to 
know if he could borrow my MGB to get 
some extra practice in before qualifying. 

I happily agreed, but explained that 
the car was currently out on the circuit 
being driven by my team mate for the 
race. I am sure you can imagine the 
other driver’s face when he brought the 
car into the pits to find Sir Stirling Moss 
waiting to take over rather than me. 

But one of my favourite memories of 
having another driver race my car 
happened only recently, when I had the 
pleasure of watching my 1965 Le Mans 
MGB driven by my good friend Chris 
Ryan win the Les Leston Cup race at 
Goodwood. And I had a great view of 
his drive to victory, sitting as I was in the 
Triumph TRS of Paul Gerring which I 
was driving to 12th place in the same 
race. Yes, amazingly I am still getting 
offers to race other people’s cars as I 
approach my 80th birthday, so I must 
be doing something right. BS-S

Barry Sidery-Smith has 
been racing since 1959. 
In 1970 he bought the 
ex-Works MGB DRX 255C 
and he has been 
delighting MG racing 
fans ever since.
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Cars, boats, planes and all manner of other machinery are regularly 
referred to as ‘she’ rather than ‘it.’ Sometimes it is hard to see why, but the SVR 

is one car that fully deserves its feminine epithet. Words and pictures: Andrew Starkey

RED HOT
LADY IN RED



SV-R

hy do we insist on referring to inanimate 
objects as feminine? Boats, planes, 
trains and cars all get the ‘she’ treatment. 
‘She’s a real beauty,’ we say when gazing 
at the lines of an expensive or rare motor 
car. It’s a lot of metal, plastic, rubber and 
maybe carbon fi bre, but to many it is 
most certainly female. I have my own 

theory about the romance of ownership and how the marketing 
gurus fi ll us with a desire that makes us feel the way we do 
about our cars, and after visiting Stan Alexandorwicz I know 
exactly why he considers his SVR to be a lady.

I met Stan recently at his place of work near his home in 
Walsall, to see in the fl esh for the fi rst time an MG SVR. After a 
little chat in the offi ce, Stan took me through to the back of his 
industrial unit and said with particular pride: ‘There she is.’ 
And he was right, there SHE was. I understood completely in 
that second why we use the feminine term when talking cars. 

Above left: The 
SV got Ford’s 
4.6-litre V8, 
but the SVR got 
the bigger 
5-litre version 
that pushes 
out 385bhp.

Above: The 
profile is near 
perfect, but 
Andrew 
wonders if 
bigger wheels 
would help 
complete the 
package.

Build number 152 and one of only four righthand drive 
versions in this colour, this SVR is staggeringly attractive, to me 
at any rate. It made my heart leap a little, and then almost go 
into full cardiac arrest when Stan turned the key. 

The car pushes all those blokey buttons, you see. There are 
beautiful curves, a long bonnet and a big, lusty 5-litre V8 
sending 385 horses through to the rear wheels. And there’s the 
noise, a gorgeous rib cage rattling rumble that turns into a 
more than impressive baneful howl at the press of the pedal. 
Plenty of cars have this recipe, but the SVR seemed to have a 
little extra something. I felt a sense of patriotic pride, as you do 
when you think of a Battle of Britain Spitfi re or Concorde 
perhaps. You see, this car represents what the chaps at MG 
were capable of. OK, I know the chassis is Italian and the 
engine is American, but to me it’s so British and proves that we 
can make great heart thumping stuff, cars that have, well, soul.

So, let’s return to Stan’s Red Hot Lady (Red Hot is the colour 
by the way). This was the fi rst time I’d actually got hands-on 

W
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Above: Andrew 
was well 
impressed with 
the design, fit 
and finish of 
the interior. He 
wasn’t even 
bothered by 
the presence 
of some 
switchgear 
borrowed from 
slightly more 
mundane 
models, but 
then again he 
wasn’t paying 
£83,000 for a 
new SVR!

with an SVR, and I wasn’t disappointed. The carbon fi bre body 
is very, very pretty indeed and far better looking than the 
De Tomaso Bigua and Qvale Mangusta from which the SVs 
are descended. I felt there were some aspects of the design that 
seemed a tad familiar. Did that front end remind me of a 
Vauxhall Monaro? And is there a hint of TVR in the rear too? 
Who cares? It, sorry, ‘she’ looks great and Stan is justifi ably 
proud to own such a car.

He actually saw this car advertised back in June 2012. ‘The 
seller wanted way too much for her,’ Stan explains. ‘I didn’t 
even go to view the car at that time; I knew it was just too much 
money.’ Stan was already the owner of two MGs, a V8 MGB 
and an MG RV8. I’m sure you can see a trend developing here? 
‘I love MGs and V8s,’ he admits. Really Stan? I wouldn’t have 
guessed! ‘It’s just the combination of complete Britishness and 
the V8 sound track,’ he adds. 

Six months after dismissing the SVR ad, Stan received a 
phone call asking if he was still interested in it. Stan’s retort was 
succinct: ‘I am, but not at that price.’ The caller didn’t hang up, 
and so after a bit of pre-sale bartering Stan agreed to view the 
car a week or so later. Now, I don’t know if you believe in 
omens or divine intervention, but during that week Stan paid a 
visit to a local Birmingham-based car hi-fi  specialist looking for 
technical help on one of his cars. During the idle banter that all 
car nuts get into and at which our wives just frown, talk of MG 
SVs entered the conversation. By coincidence the hi-fi  chap had 

just sold his silver SV, but had retained the private plate. 
Stan snapped the plate up in the hope he would soon have 

the right car to put it on. Somebody or something was telling 
Stan the SVR was soon to be his – and it was. The viewing a 
week later resulted in a deal being struck. Stan’s wife (obviously 
a very tolerant lady) suggested he go home fi rst to think the 
deal through. What she didn’t know was that Stan had come 
prepared with a handsome deposit. She soon cottoned on to 
that fact however, when he said: ‘Too late chuck, the deal’s 
done.’ Nothing like keeping your other half in the loop, is 
there? Nothing like it at all...

After the shock, she did however insist that one of his other 
MGs must depart for pastures new to make room for Stan’s 
latest acquisition. ‘I sold the RV8 begrudgingly,’ says Stan. 
‘Diane was right though, I was showing signs of becoming a 
little too avid a collector of expensive toys.’

Back to our photoshoot and I had stood there in awe for a 
while. Now it was time to look a little closer at this car. A peek 
under the titchy bonnet revealed the all-alloy Ford V8 32-valve 
engine. It looked a little tight in there, but I’m told that the 
whole front can be removed with relative ease. The V8 sits just 
behind the centreline of the front wheels, just where it should 
be to assist in a better handling and weight distribution. 

Further back, the cockpit was proof that us Brits can create a 
good looking, practical and comfortable driving environment. 
It was well appointed, and the fi t and fi nish was of a very high 
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Above: Stan 
Alexandorwicz 
has a soft spot 
for V8 MGs, and 
his only regret in 
buying this 
lovely SVR lady 
is that he had to 
sell his RV8 to 
make way for it.

standard. The half leather Sparco seats adjusted in all 
directions, which is just as well as I’m a proper short arse when 
it comes to sports cars. There wasn’t a clue to the fact that there 
was a built-in roll bar as part of the chassis because it was all 
very well disguised behind well-fi tted trim. The knobs, buttons 
and switches have a welcome familiarity to them as they are 
MG derived. That might have disappointed somebody paying 
£83,000 for a brand new SVR, but personally I could see 
nothing wrong with it at all.

On the move, the car reminds you in no uncertain terms that 
there is a lot of power available. The torque is every bit as 
tremendous as you’d hope from a big V8. It is delivered by the 

shovel full from very low down the rev range, and it just keeps 
coming. Stan often fi nds pulling away in second in the wet can 
save the embarrassment of sitting there with the wheels 
spinning! The clutch is quite heavy and the gearbox requires a 
defi nite and precise action – I can see why Jeremy Clarkson 
managed to miss third gear when driving one on Top Gear. I’m 
sure it’s something you become accustomed to though, and 
what does he know about driving anyway...? The speed is a 
little deceptive, too. The engine induction note is nothing short 
of symphonic and the exhausts accompany this masterful 
music with their own baritone chorus. All this, coupled with 
very little wind noise, means you can easily become speed trap 
fodder helping to fund the next speed bump to disfi gure our 
roads. You really do have to keep an eye on the speedo. 

Some experts (and I’m not one, I can assure you) may cast 
derision on the ride quality. I found it taught but not track stiff, 
confi dent but with a little body roll. My impression was that 
the SVR has more a Grand Tourer feel to it than a bone shaking 
race bred track monster, and I think that’s OK. Stan does too. 
‘She’s just too rare to take on the track anyway,’ he says, ‘but 
I’m planning a nice road trip through France in a year or so.’ 
That’s more like it, and those seats would let you do it too. 

The steering is quick and responsive with respectable 
feedback. You can of course help your choice of direction by 
prodding the throttle a little harder for some instant tail out, 
hooliganised over-steer. Not that I’d be an advocate of such 
tomfoolery of course. However, I do have just one issue. It’s 
only an opinion and I’m happy for you to disagree, but it’s the 
wheels. They are the proper OZ split rims, 8in wide at the front 
and 10in at the back. They’re 18in diameter, and yet they seem 
a little small under those beefy arches and, dare I say, just a little 
dated. Like I say, it’s just my impression and I guess the car 
would lose some of its originality if they were changed. Besides, 
they did look better moving than when stood still. 

All in all Mr Stevens, the designer, has done a pretty darn 
good job at producing something quite special, made even 
more so by the fact that production was cut short when the rug 
wasn’t just pulled from under the group, but torn up and 
thrown back in their faces. I’m not going to go into all the 
political and legal shenanigans and shameful short sightedness 
that led to the demise of MG-Rover, followed by Will Riley’s 
misguided attempts at keeping the SV project alive, but it is fair 
to say that the idea of the SV range being the halo model for 
MG was a good one, albeit just too late. I only wish the Chinese 
owners shared this sentiment, and thought that ‘she’ – or some 
lady like her – was worthy of a second chance.
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W
e have all at some time or other mentally 
compiled a list of the MGs we would 
love to own – and short of a lottery win 
that is where they will stay! Most of us 
would have an MG K3 heading the 
desirable garage contents, with a 
handful of 1930s Midgets (ideally at 
least one with Brooklands provenance), 

perhaps a brace of T-Types for good measure from the postwar 
scene, and then bringing the story reasonably up to date why 
not an RV8 as a continuance of the Abingdon MGB tradition? 

Diffi cult as it may be to believe, there was once a time when 
MGs like those on such a wish list were not only available, but 
were far from being in the rarifi ed price league that they now 
occupy. To emphasise how older MGs once had seemingly little 
or no value, I remember an MG VA that failed to fi nd any 
takers for a fi ver back in the 1960s – yes, really. What that 
means is that anyone wise enough to have kept the cars of their 
youth, and better still to have added to them, will now have a 
collection that is representative of some of the most important 
years of the MG marque in its Abingdon decades, not to 
mention some signifi cant capital appreciation.

One such person is Philip Bayne-Powell, who is not only a 
marque enthusiast and expert, but also someone who believes 
passionately in using MGs as Abingdon intended. His long 
involvement with the MG marque, very much centred around 
the cars of the 1930s, has seen him as the custodian and restorer 
of several signifi cant cars. Static display cars are not his forte, a 

prime example being the C-Type Montlhèry Midget that 
recently moved to another enthusiast who shares similar views 
and is still being regularly campaigned. While the current 
Bayne-Powell cars fall predominantly into the Triple-M 
decades, Philip’s mind is far from closed to modern machinery 
as the already classic MG RV8 attests. And, as the Secretary of 
the MG Car Club South East Centre, he is as aware as anyone 
that MG is very much a live marque and that club activities and 
events have to refl ect this, with the new raft of owners of MG6s 
and MG3s coming on board.

For Philip and his contemporaries, the octagonal bug 
inevitably bit in the 1960s, bearing in mind the considerable 
number of pre-war MGs around, not to mention the post-war 
T-Types and the out-of-reach MGAs. Although prices were 
seemingly cheap – and within the reach of many near-
impecunious students – the state of many of those cars left a 
great deal to be desired. It was a case of make- do-and-mend 
for countless owners struggling to get to grips with cable 
brakes, oil-soaked dynamos, minimal or non-existent weather 
equipment, failed rear brake seals that seriously compromised 
stopping power, rotting ash frames with doors that 
unexpectedly fl ew open, wire wheels in serious need of a 
rebuild and, all too often, dangerously wandering steering. 

With fi nance an ever present concern, scrapyards were 
always a regular parts resource while despite large petrol tanks, 
cars literally ran on thimblefuls of fuel, measured by wooden 
dipsticks since petrol gauges had long since given up the ghost. 
On the plus side such shortcomings became an apprenticeship 

AN ENDURING 
OCTAGONAL AFFAIR
Philip Bayne-Powell’s penchant for discovering rare MGs has made a huge 

contribution to the preservation of Abingdon’s rich history.
Words: Andrew Roberts            Pictures: Philip Bayne-Powell archive and Andrew Roberts
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in fettling things properly, as many older owners will recall. See 
a pristine Triple-M model or a post-war T-Type today and 
those make-do-and-mend days will seem like a distant memory, 
but for anyone around in the 1960s, that was the reality. 

Philip’s MG ownership commenced back in 1961 with a 
four-seater P-Type which, unlike most of its contemporaries, 
was acquired in restored state and boasted a polished wood 
dashboard fi tted with aircraft instruments. This provided 
reliable daily driving, so much so that a continental trip was 
planned taking in France, Switzerland and Italy, with Pisa, 
Rome and Florence proving the high spots. The PA’s only 
problems were punctures, and a broken halfshaft at Varzo 
halfway up the Simplon Pass. A replacement was made in Bern 
from the pattern of the other – all for the princely sum of £15, 
which included parking, transport and fi tting! 

By early 1962 an MG TA had joined the stable, and then an 
ad for an MG PA was spotted in Exchange & Mart – once 
essential reading for interesting cars. This was purchased for 
just £15, and towed home through the centre of London. Sadly 
what was proving a favourite mount was destroyed in a 1964 
fi re, together with a four-seater PA along with a much-damaged 
WA. But on a happier note, the 1960s was the decade that 
would yield more discoveries of the rare and unusual. These 
included a Stiles 3-some F-Type which was restored and now 
lives in Vancouver, plus both P and N-Type Airline Coupés. A 
Jarvis-bodied F-Type was bought in the 1970s and has recently 
been restored by Philip, only three of these cars being known to 
exist. Later a Jarvis-bodied M-Type Midget, the only known 
example of the metal-bodied version in the world, was acquired 
and this has been used by both son Jeremy and daughter 
Annette in driving tests. This car has recently been uprated to 
Double Twelve (12/12) specifi cation.

The MG N-Types with their six-cylinder engines were 
among the most competent sporting models of the 1930s and it 
is no surprise to fi nd them well represented. The NA is an ideal 
tourer, but the model best known from the Bayne-Powell stable 
is surely the Salmon Pink and Saratoga Red Allingham-bodied 
example, one of just four cars known of the 11 strong 
production run, which was bought for £70 in 1967. One of the 
most-used cars, this is as much at home in a VSCC Driving Test 
event or an MGCC Gymkhana as it is wowing a transatlantic 
audience at a New England MG T Register meet. 

The ND that remains in the PB-P collection was originally 
acquired in 1963 for just £17.10s (£17.50) and is an interesting 
part of MG’s 1930s history. This used the NA chassis but with 
the K2 body, and around 20 examples were completed. As 
lightweight cars they were intended for use by trials drivers and 
the Bayne-Powell example was one such, being supercharged 
as the mount of H.B. Shaw. This car was Philip’s fi rst full 
restoration and although it subsequently moved on to several 
other custodians, it was reacquired in 1995. It is one of only a 
dozen or so survivors of the 25 cars made. There was also the 

Bottom left: An unlikely Brands Hatch performer in the early days of 
the Bayne-Powell collection was the L1 Salonette, one of only two 
surviving examples. Not the ideal mount for the notorious Paddock 
Hill Bend and the tight Druids Hill Hairpin.

Below: When K3003 was restored, George Eyston was reunited with 
his class-winning Mille Miglia mount at the 1975 MGCC Brands Hatch 
race meeting, where it fittingly commemorated MG’s greatest 
pre-war success.

Bottom right: Hard times had reduced the Stiles F-Type to the near 
derelict condition so typical of the 1960s, before its rescue by Philip.

Above: Despite its appearance, the NA Airline Coupé still retained its 
styling grandeur that would be lovingly restored in future years to 
become one of the most beautiful of the special bodied MGs.
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who sourced and in more than one instance liberated unwanted 
Triple-M models from the many scrapyards of the time.

Gradually further cars were sourced and in virtually every 
instance they were the unusual, rather than run of the mill 
examples. The oldest car in the collection is the MG 14/40 of 
1929, making it a true Vintage car. It is one of only half a dozen 
two seaters plus dickey seat that are known to exist, but it leads 
a far from cosseted life having toured in Europe and New 
England in addition to its regular forays throughout the UK.  

Competition has always been a part of the MG scene and 
Philip was no exception, even if the early appearance of the L1 
Salonette – one of only two survivors – at Brands Hatch must 
surely have raised a few eyebrows with its pronounced body 
roll more than evident around Paddock Hill Bend and the 
Druids hairpin! This car went to Texas and then to Japan, 
where the unenlightened owner turned it into a ‘racer.’ 
However, the body was saved by a Canadian and now graces 
an original Salonette chassis. Racing, hill climbs and driving 
tests saw many of the cars in the collection competing and it is a 
theme that continues to this day, with regular participation in 

achingly beautiful and rare N-Type Airline Coupé that has 
since moved to pastures new. But this is not the end of the 
N-Type connection, for there is also the jointly owned and 
restored NA Faux Cabriolet, of which more anon. Also in the 
Bayne-Powell ownership at the time was the L-Type Abbey-
bodied Coupé, again another rarity, this being the only example 
known, a fact that did not prevent its appearance in a BBC 
Motoring Club Rally. It now lives in Paris.

So why were prices so low? MGs, Austins and others were 
simply viewed as old cars. Back then, with many less than 
scrupulous dealers happy to turn a quick profi t these old 
models could be had for what we would now regard as relative 
pittances. This then was a wonderful time for acquiring MG 
motoring history. Fortunately there were some astute 
enthusiasts, of whom Philip and Mike Allison were just two, 

Above: Another 
fortunate 
rescue was the 
unloved PA 
Airline Coupé 
that would 
become a 
sought-after 
restoration 
dream in the 
decades ahead.

Above: One of the staunchest supporters of the 
Vintage Sports Car Club’s Winter Driving Tests at 
Brooklands is Rosemary Bayne-Powell. Here, the 
much campaigned and New England visiting NA 
Allingham is in its element on the Members’ Banking.
(Photo: Andrew Roberts)

Above: Taking 
a break from 
Triple-M 
projects into 
T-Type territory 
was this 
beautiful 
Arnolt TD, 
restored from 
a V8 powered 
stateside 
example.

Top right: Proving that the roads of Yorkshire’s 
Broad Acres posed no problem, the MG NA Faux 
Cabriolet successfully completed the Triple-M 
Register Flat Cap and Whippet Weekend, driven by 
Australian friend Malcolm Robertson.



June 2015 MGE 47www.mgenthusiast.com

MGCC and VSCC events.
Undoubtedly the most signifi cant car ever to join the Bayne-

Powell stable was the 1933 Mille Miglia K3, driven to victory 
in the 1100cc class by George Eyston and Count Johnny 
Lurani and also by the immortal Tazio Nuvolari to win the 
RAC Ulster TT outright the same year. This was to be a massive 
restoration, continuing the work of previous owner Stuart 
Milton, for the K3 had been much modifi ed from its 1933 
heyday, being rebodied at least twice. Philip was determined 
that the K3 should emerge once again in its Mille Miglia guise 
with two-seat body and carrying its original registration 
number JB 1475, which it proudly did at the MG Car Club 
race meeting at Brands Hatch in 1975. 

In his hands the K3 was quickly back in competition mode, 
recording race and hill climb victories in appearances that 
included Brands Hatch, Silverstone, Goodwood, Wiscombe 
Park, Cadwell Park and Shelsley Walsh. Ultimately, and with 
considerable regret, the K3 was moved on to a fellow enthusiast 
before going down under to Perth where it remains in 
magnifi cent condition, recently returning to Italy for the 
prestigious Villa d’Este concours and being voted the Best Pre-
War Car at The Quail in 2014.

Philip is no stranger to long restorations. Moving away from 
his Triple-M roots into T-Type territory he undertook the 
restoration of a rare Arnolt TD that has a Bertone body on MG 
TD running gear. The original cars had an MG chassis and 
powertrain, but this example had been converted to V8 power 
in the USA. The task of back-engineering the car to its original 
Arnolt TD form with a correct XPAG engine and restoring it to 
concours standard was involved, coupled with other 
commitments (including earning a living and sourcing another 
project!) that meant it turned into a mammoth seven year 
commitment, the fi nished car making its debut in 1998.

With the K3 now long gone and the Arnolt TD completed, 
thoughts turned towards a factory competition MG of the 
Triple-M era. But before this aim was achieved, the prospect of 
another rare MG would set the pulses of Philip and fellow NA 

Below right: 
How they were 
found! This is a 
4-seater MG 
14/40 that was 
reputedly 
liberated from 
a bricked-up 
building on a 
former PoW 
camp 
somewhere in 
Kent. When the 
rarer 2-seater 
14/40 was 
acquired, this 
car moved on 
for a complete 
restoration and 
is now based in 
Holland.

Below left: The 
rare 2-seater 
MG 14/40 (left) 
keeps 
Brooklands 
company with 
a similar car 
that starred in 
the film Monte 
Carlo or Bust.

Bottom left: 
Philip Bayne-
Powell is a firm 
believer that all 
MGs, and 
particularly the 
former 
competition 
cars, should be 
used rather 
than static. Here 
he is proving 
the point in the 
ex-Bellevue 
Garage C-Type, 
putting it 
through its 
paces in the 
MGCC California 
Cup Autotests.

Allingham owner Keith Portsmore racing. Advertised in the 
VSCC Newsletter as merely a body, this would turn out to be 
something potentially much more and a truly unique survivor. 
Its Irish-domiciled remains were not an Airline Coupé as Philip 
had hoped, but something even rarer – a unique MG NA Faux 
Cabriolet. This was a closed car, with a coachbuilt body built 
on an Abingdon-supplied NA chassis. The coachbuilder’s 
name is lost in the mists of time, but in the fashion of the 1930s 
the one-off body had a fabric-covered roof and dummy hood 
hinges that gave it the elegant look of a cabriolet, a path that 
several manufacturers (including Bugatti) were to follow. 

This restoration would be a huge project, which the joint 
owners split between them. The fact that their acquisition was 
merely a chassis with an unwanted Wolseley engine and 
gearbox and that the scuttle, tail and roof were in separate 
pieces would have dissuaded many would-be restorers, but 
after 14 years a superb vehicle emerged. Its six-cylinder engine 
is now authentic, having been built from the joint owners’ 
spares holding. The recreation of the original body used 
existing wood wherever possible, and drew on the expertise of 
Keith and his masterly timberwork. Amazingly most of the 
metalwork is the original, apart from new rear wings and the 
lower body side panels. One incredible stroke of fortune was 
that the dashboard and instruments were in original and usable 
condition. The result is a charismatic art deco MG whose 
appearance stops onlookers in their tracks, yet handles and 
drives in spiritedly rapid MG fashion, thanks in part to its 
Marshall 87 supercharger. The proudest moment for this 
unique MG and its restorers surely came in its invitation to 
Windsor Castle in the presence of HRH Prince Philip at the 
MG 85th Anniversary celebrations.

You might think that after such a basket-case restoration as 
the NA Faux Cabriolet, another would be unlikely, but the 
prospect of a signifi cant Brooklands MG swept any such 
doubts away as the remains of a famous C-Type Midget 
entered the restoration garage in 1995. Although the ownership 
has now passed to another Triple-M owner, the story of its 

Right: Fresh from the magnificent resurrection by 
its joint-owners Philip Bayne-Powell and Keith 
Portsmore is the unique MG NA Faux Cabriolet, 
whose sprightly supercharged performance more 
than matches its 1930s elegance.
(Photo: Andrew Roberts)

Photo: Andrew Roberts

Photo: Andrew Roberts



Top: The 
Bayne-Powell 
collection has 
constantly 
evolved over 
the years and 
always 
includes 
fabulous 
examples of 
MG history. 
Pictured here 
(left to right) 
are MG 14/40, 
Jarvis M-Type 
Midget, 
Bellevue 
Garage C-Type 
Midget (now 
sold), F-Type, 
ND, NA 
Allingham and 
MG RV8. 
(Photo: 
Andrew 
Roberts)
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restoration demonstrates that it is a fortunate survivor, despite 
its historic pedigree. Triple-M Register stalwart and C-Type 
exponent Barry Foster, whose exploits in his instantly 
recognizable example are a byword in historic circles, had fi rst 
acquired the remnants of RX 8306. This was a particularly 
signifi cant C-Type Montlhèry Midget that had raced in the 
1931 Double 12 at Brooklands, became the Works 
demonstrator, was the fi rst to be fi tted with the AB cylinder 
head, close ratio ENV gearbox and supercharged. It was then 
sold from University Motors by Works driver Hugh Hamilton 
and purchased by the Evans family of Bellevue Garages. In the 
distinctive ‘Evans Blue’ the car was campaigned extensively by 
Kenneth Evans and Wilkie Wilkinson at Brooklands, the 
Lewes Speed Trials and various hill climbs and subsequently 
owned by the legendary photographer Louis Klemantaski. 

Like many signifi cant cars, in the post-war years its fortunes 
were at their lowest ebb, seemingly ending in a Birmingham 
scrapyard in the 1980s until their fortuitous rescue, en route to 
Barry Foster. Philip acquired a complete kit of parts of the 
C-Type including its repaired chassis and embarked on a full 
restoration, which took the now expected 7½ years, but the 
fi nished result proved stunning and fi ttingly included a 
memorable reunion with its Evans team mates at Brooklands.  

Philip and wife Rosemary are inveterate users of their cars 
and there can be few MGCC and VSCC events when one or 
more of their MGs are not present. As far back as 1964 the PA 
two-seater was entered for a sprint at Brands Hatch, and since 
then there have been countless appearances of Bayne-Powell 
cars at every kind of event including the famous banked track 
at Montlhèry. The two Triple-M trips to New England saw 
both the 14/40 and the NA Allingham setting out for the glories 
of the Fall colours and memorable back roads driving, coupled 
with the generous hospitality of fellow enthusiasts. Not 
wanting to lose the camaraderie and momentum of such 

Above: Like all the cars in the Bayne-Powell 
collection the MG ND sees regular use, typified by its 
class-winning appearance in the California Cup 
Autotests at the MGCC’s MG Live event at Silverstone, 
driven here by New England domiciled Peter Ross.
(Photo: Andrew Roberts)

events, Philip has since organized the Triple-M Rally to 
Normandy and the Dieppe Retro, which combines a lively 
social scene with driving on near deserted roads together with 
cultural interludes. Most of Europe has been visited, including 
Spain, Switzerland, Italy, France, Belgium, Holland and - just 
last year – Denmark.

Philip’s links with the MG Car Club and the Triple-M 
Register are too long established and deep to cover in depth, 
but for the record, his unstinting support for the South East 
Centre activities – they are organisers of the Brooklands 
MGCC Day every spring for example – and his ongoing 
contribution to committee work has to be acknowledged. As to 
the Triple-M Register, Philip was an early member and has 
always been an active participant. For many years he authored 
the Triple-M Register Infoletter which provided a unique and 
up to the minute information service to members, long before 
the current crop of bulletins and newsletters started. 
Subsequently he produced the professionally printed Bulletin
for ten years; another editor is still producing this. All the 
Bayne-Powell cars are readily available for display at club or 
other historic events, the recreated Double Twelve pit at a 
recent Goodwood Revival Meeting where the C-Type was part 
of an authentic cameo being a typical example.

Now, with some six decades of MG ownership behind the 
family, what next? Is there another major project in the 
pipeline? Philip will not be drawn on this, but as he said many 
years ago, he has a reputation for involving himself with 
interesting and unusual models that are, inevitably, usually 
rare. So a recent addition, the Le Mans M-Type replica, is not 
unexpected. Even the most modern acquisition in the stable, 
the MG RV8, falls squarely in this category being not only the 
last traditional MG, but also one of the rarest colours, namely 
White Gold, of which only 12 examples were built. So as to the 
future, watch this space…  

Right: Philip 
Bayne-Powell 
has always 
been happy to 
share the 
experience of 
Triple-M 
motoring, and 
here Martyn 
Phillis exercises 
the Jarvis 
F-Type. 

Right: The 
L-Type 
Salonette in 
front of the 
as-saved 
Abbey bodied 
L-Type, both 
rare survivors 
in the 1960s. 
Only a handful 
of enthusiasts 
would have 
recognized 
their history.
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Chris Ryan is given an ex-Works MGB for the day 
at Goodwood’s 73rd Members Meeting and told to 
go and have fun. Words and pictures: James Pitt

eld towards the end of March at the 
famous Sussex race circuit, the 
Goodwood Road Racing Club’s 
Members Meeting is the rebirth of a 
popular BARC racing meeting 
which was originally held there 
between 1948 and 1966. Whilst 
many people will be familiar with 

the much bigger Goodwood Revival race meeting held in 
September, fewer will be aware of this early season event. 

The Members Meeting is a more traditional club race 
meeting, without all the trade stalls and theatrical fl ourishes 
that have made the Revival the internationally renowned 
event that it has become. One of the big attractions of the 
Members Meeting is that it is open to a far wider variety of 
cars, compared to the Revival which limits itself to cars that 
raced at Goodwood between 1948 and 1966. The racing at 
the Members Meeting covers three main categories – sports 
cars, single seaters and touring cars. So those attending can 
see everything from a 1920s Bugatti type 35 to a 1960s Lola 
T70. There were also display laps from more modern cars, 
such as  1980s Group C Le Mans cars and a truly impressive 
display of McLaren GTR racers. 

For me, one of the highlights of the weekend was the 
Les Leston Cup. Named after the 1950s racing driver who 
later went on to set up his own brand of car accessories and 
clothing, this race is for British production sports cars built 
from 1960-66. I am sure you can picture the scene: TVR 
Granturas and MGBs racing wheel to wheel with Austin-
Healeys, Lotus Elites and Triumph TRs. Then just for good 
measure, there are also a few rarities such as the WSM 
Sprite, Rochdale Olympic, Daimler  SP250 and Turner 
Mk2 thrown into the mix. 

This year there were three MGBs taking part, including 
the original 1965 ex-Works Le Mans car DRX 255C. This 
iconic car, with its instantly recognisable red and white livery, 
has been owned since 1970 by MG Enthusiast columnist 
Barry Sidery-Smith. However, for this race meeting Barry 
would not be behind the wheel of his beloved MGB, instead 
he had entrusted it to his good friend Chris Ryan. Whilst 
Chris may be considerably younger than Barry, he too is a 
highly accomplished racing driver who has previously co-
driven the MGB with Barry at the 2010 Le Mans Classic. 

Despite his love of classic racing, Chris is more renowned 
for racing modern sports cars, having piloted a Jaguar XKR 
for the late Richard Lloyd’s Apex Motorsport Team in the 
FIA GT3 European Championship and the Britcar 
Championship. I caught up with Chris before qualifying, 
and he told me he could not wait to get back behind the 
wheel of the Le Mans MGB and see how it handled the 
famous Goodwood circuit. He seemed pretty relaxed when 
you consider that as well as the pressure of driving such an 
irreplaceable car that did not belong to him, Chris would 
also have to contend with the fact that competing against 
him today would be Barry himself, who was driving a 
Triumph TRS in the same race! 

However, Saturday qualifying was to prove even more 
challenging than usual for the 30 cars in the Les Leston 
Cup. Whilst they were waiting to go out on track, one of the 
Aston Matins in the previous session ran wide exiting the 
chicane and drove over the rumble strip at the edge of the 
track, ripping off its sump and depositing a considerable 
amount of oil down the start/fi nish straight. This delayed 
the start of next qualifying session, whilst an army of 
marshals sprang into action spreading cement dust onto the 
oil. But when qualifying did start, it became obvious that 
the marshals’ best efforts had not been entirely successful in 
neutralising the copious amounts of oil on the circuit – car 
after car joined the pit straight with the driver grappling to 
control the back end as they put the power down. 

Some of the drivers were also having their own 
mechanical issues, with one of the Turner Mk2s suffering 
from spectacular rear suspension failure which resulted in a 
shower of sparks from the underside of the car and the rear 
wheel doing its best to come free. However the three MGBs 
managed to stay out of trouble, and were lapping in similar 
times. Chris did not take long to re-acclimatise himself with 
a car he had last raced fi ve years ago, and was soon putting 
in some impressive laps. 

Richard Evans was also lapping at speed in his dark blue 
MGB, despite having spent much for the preceding week 
fi tting a replacement engine following a major failure in 
practice that had punched a hole in the side of the block. I 
have fi rsthand experience of Richard’s car, as I drove it in 
my fi rst international race at Spa Francorchamps a few 
years ago, and it handles exceptionally well. But when the 

TAKE MY CAR...

H
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chequered fl ag came out for the end of qualifying, it was to fi nd 
two TVR Granturas at the top of the time sheets, followed by 
three Lotus. Chris took top MGB honours with 6th place, just 
ahead of Richard in 7th and Nicholas Sleep in 9th. 

Talking to Chris after qualifying, he was very impressed with 
the Le Mans MGB, which he said felt crisp with a very strong 
engine and precise gear changes, all of which helped inspire 
confi dence. His only worry had been when the back end had 
snapped sideways unexpectedly about halfway through the 
session. Suspecting a puncture, he had bought the car into the 
pits to get it checked, but the crew could fi nd nothing amiss and 
he went out again to fi nish the session. 

Whilst his fast times set early in the session might not have 
refl ected it, Chris said he was conscious that he was driving a 
very signifi cant and valuable race car at an iconic circuit in 
front of a large crowd, so he had wanted to ensure he bought it 
all back in one piece. He added that it was a great honour to be 
asked by Barry to drive the car at the Members Meeting, and he 
had not hesitated in accepting the opportunity. He also believed 
that there was more to come from all the cars, as the oil on 
track had compromised qualifying. 

Once back in the paddock, the team quickly had the wheels 
off the Le Mans MGB to inspect the suspension. Whilst there 
was no visible damage, they decided to refi ll the shock 
absorbers with oil, as they had not brought a spare set with 
them. This task took them until 7pm that evening, and the 
team had to cross their fi ngers and hope that this fi x would cure 
the problem and last the race distance.  

The Les Leston Cup was the fi rst race of the day on Sunday 
morning, and what a glorious spring morning it was, with 
bright sunshine, very few clouds and a cold wind. The two 
MGBs driven by Chris and Richard lined up side by side on the 
third row of the grid, with Nicholas in the other MGB just 
behind them on the 4th row. But before the race started, there 
was an opportunity for the spectators to get a close look at the 
cars and meet the drivers during a 15 minute grid walk. 
Amongst the visitors to the grid was Goodwood’s owner, Lord 
March, who wished the drivers good luck. 

Once the grid had been cleared, the waiting was over and it 
was time for the day’s racing to commence. From the starter’s 
gantry the Union fl ag was waved to signify the start of the race. 
All three MGBs made good starts and managed to hold their 

Above: Chris 
Ryan on the 
grid during the 
public 
walkabout, 
looking very 
relaxed about 
the task ahead.

Right (top to 
bottom): Lord 
March wishes 
Richard Evans 
good luck.

The variety of 
machinery in 
action was 
one of the 
highlights of 
this event, 
and included 
Ferraris and 
Bugattis.

The Riley 
Dobbs Special
being 
overtaken 
by a Bugatti 
type 35.



June 2015 MGE 53www.mgenthusiast.com

positions through the fi rst few corners. This was all it took for 
Chris to realise that the suspension fi x had worked and for him 
to feel confi dent enough to push the car a bit harder. He 
managed to catch the red Lotus Elite of John Hugenholtz, get 
past it and move himself up to 5th within the fi rst couple of 
laps. But the white Elite driven by Robin Ellis would prove 
much harder to pass, with the Lotus driver fi rmly shutting the 
door whenever the MGB tried to overtake. One such move at 
Woodcote forced Chris onto the grass, which caused the back 
end of the car to step out dramatically. Chris kept his nerve and 
held the slide, regaining control of the car without spinning and 
without losing any places. The spectators gasped and the 
Goodwood commentator described Chris as having defi ed the 
laws of physics to keep the car under control.  

He soon caught up to the Lotus again, which was now just 
behind the second-placed TVR Grantura of William Penrose. 
Overtaking these two cars was going to be diffi cult, especially 
as they were now catching back markers. But it was one of 
these back markers that helped Chris pull off one of the most 
spectacular overtaking moves of the weekend. As the front 
runners came up to lap a slower car at St Mary’s corner, the 
TVR and Lotus moved to the right. Chris seized the opportunity 

and dived left, into a very small gap between the back marker 
and the edge of the circuit. The MGB just squeezed through 
without making contact, and propelled Chris from 4th to 2nd 
place in one move. 

At this point the yellow fl ags came out when the rear brakes 
of the red Lotus Elite burst into fl ame, forcing the driver to pull 
over and rapidly abandon the car. Luckily the rapid response 
team was soon on hand to extinguish the fl ames before too 
much damage was done. With the yellow fl ags out, the white 
Lotus and TVR Grantura were unable to overtake the MGB, 
giving Chris time to collect his thoughts and focus on his 
pursuit of the leading TVR Grantura of Rod Begbie, which was 
a couple of hundred meters clear at the front. 

Much to Chris’ surprise, he started reeling in the TVR, whilst 
the challenge from those in 3rd and 4th faded. When he did 
fi nally catch up to the leader, Chris took the bold decision to 
make a move at St. Mary’s, which carried him through into the 
lead with four laps remaining. Rob Begbie told me later that he 
had anticipated any challenge would come from other TVR or 
the Lotus, and was not expecting the MGB to be a threat. So 
when he saw it catching him in his mirrors, he had assumed the 
MGB had been into the pits and rejoined the race. It was not 

Above:
Everybody got 
off  to a safe 
start, the MGBs 
on the pace 
from the very 
beginning and 
holding their 
grid positions 
comfortably.

Below: A 
wobble in 
qualifying led 
to a thorough 
check of 
the MGB’s 
suspension, 
but everything 
was in order.

 All three MGBs made good starts and 
managed to hold their positions through 
the fi rst few corners  
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until Chris swept past him that Rob realised they were actually 
fi ghting for position. 

Try as he could, Rob could not retake the lead from the Le 
Mans MGB. On the fi nal lap Chris came up to lap the MGB’s 
owner, Barry Sidery-Smith in the Triumph TRS. Barry moved 
over and had the perfect view as his beloved MGB swept past 
to take the chequered fl ag and win the Les Leston Cup race. 
The other two MGBs were not far behind the winner, and 
crossed the line in 6th and 7th places. This was despite the 6th 
place car of Richard Evans having lost almost its entire exhaust 
system in the closing stages of the race.  

When the cars pulled off the track and into parc fermé, they 
were greeted with applause from the surrounding crowd. Chris 
hardly had time to gather his thoughts before the winner’s 
garland was placed around his neck and he was presented with 
the traditional GRRC winner’s schoolboy hat. Then Chris had 
a microphone thrust in front of him as the Goodwood  TV 
crew interviewed him about the race. A close up image of Chris 
could be seen all around the circuit on the massive Jumbotron 
TV screens, as well as being broadcast live over the internet.  

Then it was Barry’s turn to offer his congratulations for this 
historic victory. Barry was grinning from ear to ear and said he 
was immensely proud of the performance that Chris and the 
team had put in over the weekend. There was much speculation 
in the paddock as to whether this was the fi rst outright victory 
by an MGB at Goodwood. It certainly was the fi rst for the 
modern era since the circuit had reopened in 1998. Former 
competitor Brian Kendall, who came to meet the team after the 
race, was able to settle the argument. He recalled fi nishing in 
second place in his Morgan, behind an MGB driven by 
J.G. Sharpe at a very wet race in the 1960s. 

Brian kindly offered to check his records and was later able 
to confi rm that this was correct, that an MGB had won the race 
on 14th March 1964 and that he still had a copy of the 
following  week’s Autosport magazine, which had featured a 
report on the race. It was interesting to note that times set in the 
dry back in 1964 were typically four seconds a lap slower than 
the same specifi cation cars are achieving now, some 51 years 
later, around the same Goodwood circuit. But regardless of the 
changing speeds on track, everyone we spoke to was in full 
agreement that the drivers in the Les Leston Cup had thrilled 
the crowd and shown what great sports cars Britain was 
producing back in the 1960s.  

Above: Lotus 
Elite v Le Mans 
MGB – this time 
Abingdon 
trumped 
Norfolk.

Right: The 
1980s Group C 
Le Mans cars 
put on a terrific 
show.

Below right:
DRX adorned 
with yet 
another 
winner’s 
garland, and 
this time a 
schoolboy 
cap too!

Below: Taking 
the flag.
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The 100 Greatest 
Cars in silver

inches Medallists has a long 
history stretching back to 
1840. It became famous for 
striking a medal to 
commemorate the opening 
of the Crystal Palace in 
1854, and some of the 
company’s 19th century 

medallions are in the collection of the National 
Portrait Gallery. The Pinches fi rm produced 
many decorations, badges and insignia for 
governments all over the world before selling 
out to the American Franklin Mint in 1969. 
Until then, the business had continued to be run 
by the Pinches family and John Pinches (1916-
2007) himself was a remarkable individual, 
winning the Military Cross during World War II 
and establishing a considerable reputation for 
his prowess at rowing. 

Franklin Mint may have had a less 
distinguished pedigree, being founded in 
Pennsylvania in 1964, but its marketing skills 
were soon applied to the British company to 
widen the appeal of its products to different 
kinds of collecting enthusiasts. In 1972, for 
example, a collection of 36 ingots in sterling 
silver, the Lord Montague Collection of Great 
Cars, was produced in conjunction with the 
National Motor Museum at Beaulieu. Each one 
was 52x29mm and contained approximately 
67g of sterling silver. Technical details of each 
vehicle were given on the reverse side of the 
medallion, and the whole set could be displayed 
in an imposing lockable wooden case. 

The series depicted historic cars ranging from 
the 1898 Benz to the 1938 Auto Union and 
while there weren’t any MGs, there was at least 
a 1924 Morris Cowley. That omission was 
made good in a further series dating from 1975: 
The 100 Greatest Cars silver miniature 
collection. This was obtainable by mail order, 
with medallions being sent out four at a time, 
though these weren’t grouped chronologically 
so it was only when the subscriber had 
completed the set that the whole time span – 
from 1875 to 1975 – became apparent. 

This collection was clearly designed to have 
more of a mass-market appeal than the previous 
one. This time the dimensions of the ingots were 
just 16x10mm, making the fi ne detail hardly 
visible to the naked eye and a magnifying glass 
was supplied so that the subscriber could better 
appreciate their purchase. As the ingots were so 
small, the technical data couldn’t be put on the 
back; instead, the reverse side displayed the car 
manufacturer’s logo and a card giving the 
history of each vehicle was supplied, along with 
a special loose-leaf binder to keep them in. 

The last vehicle, a Volkswagen Golf, was 

described on the card by the name under which 
it was sold in the USA, the VW Rabbit, 
indicating the extent of the market Franklin 
Mint envisaged for the set. A similar 
transatlantic slant can be seen in the blurb for 
the MG that was represented in the set, a 1946 
T-Type. 'If one car can be given the bulk of the 
credit for bringing the excitement of sports-car 
driving to post-war America, that car must be 
the MG TC,' it explained.

A display case, a folder for the information 
cards, a magnifying glass to view the ingots, 
together with advice to ‘handle them only by 
their edges, using the special protective gloves 
provided’ –  everything was carefully contrived 
to make the subscriber feel that he was acquiring 
a precious heirloom. While that may have been a 
bit optimistic, 40 years later the silver miniature 
collection does seem to retain a certain degree of 
appeal for the collector and complete sets 
regularly sell for £100 upwards. 

Making up a complete set is something than appeals to every 
collector, irrespective of what it is that they collect. It’s a motivation 
that was fully understood by John Pinches Ltd who, 40 years ago, 
marketed The 100 Greatest Cars silver miniature collection.
By Andrew Ralston

 This collection was designed to 
have more mass-market appeal 

Subscribers received their ingots in 
cunningly packaged sets of four.

Above: MG was represented in the 
100 Greatest Cars silver miniature 
collection by a 1946 TC.
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CHURCHSQUAREAUTOS
SHEPPERTON, MIDDLESEX TEL: 01932 241843 MOB: 07836 281493

WWW.CHURCHSQUAREAUTOS.COM EMAIL: MGSALES@CHURCHSQUAREAUTOS.COM

www.churchsquareautos.com

MGTF 115
2005 | 55 Reg. 29,000 miles. Finished in
Xpower grey/Black trim. A low mileage
Facelift model, fitted with heated glass
rear screen, soft ride suspension. Im-
maculate. £4,895

SHEPPERTON, MIDDLESEX TEL: 01932 241843 MOB: 07836 281493
WWW.CHURCHSQUAREAUTOS.COM EMAIL: MGSALES@CHURCHSQUAREAUTOS.COM

MGTF 160vvc £3,995
2002 | 52 Reg, 34,000 Miles, Manual,
Petrol. Finished In: Xpower Grey/
black leather. Previously supplied
by us, Headgasket/cambelt/water
pump all replaced by us last year (less
than 3,000miles) full service history.
Smokestone cockpit, chrome roll hoops
.Just in.

2005 | 05 Reg, 25,000 Miles, Manual, Diesel. Finished In:
Xpower Grey/Black half leather. A Outstanding very very
low mileage ZR Trophy SE diesel turbo. Having covered
just 25,000 miles repeat 25,000 miles only. Top of the range
model ZR half leather seats, air conditioning rear headrests
17” alloys VVC bodykit etc .We have just completed a
service plus a new cambelt /new brake pads/battery and a
new mot, 12 months warranty. Outstanding condition and
very rare with this low mileage and in this condition.

Viewing by appointment

MGF/TF SPECIALISTS

2004 | 54 Reg, 55,000 Miles, Manual,
Petrol. Finished In: Ignition Blue/black
half leather. A superb TF160vvc fitted
with air conditioning heated glass rear
screen half leather sport seats 16” 11
spoked alloys etc .Just in.

MGTF 160vvc + A/C £4,695

2002 | 02 Reg, 19,000 Miles, Manual,
Petrol. Finished In: Silver/Full Black
leather. A very very low mileage MG
TF160vvc having covered just 19,000
miles, Full service history with every
mot. Black leather sport seats sports
pack 2, front fog lights, passengers airbag
etc, just going though our workshop and
having a new Headgasket/cambelt/water
pump brake disc’s and pads .Just in.

MGTF 160vvc £4,695
2005 | 05 Reg, 43,000 Miles, Manual,
Petrol. Finished In: Black/Black half
leathetr. A superb TF135 Facelift
model, these were fitted with Soft ride
suspension, glass heated rear screen,
engine water level censor This MG is also
fitted with black half leather sport seats
and a silver console. A black hardtop is
also available for this MG @ £350+vat.
Full service history. This TF has just had a
New headgasket water pump and cambelt
fitted (26/03/15) plus a new mot. As seen
at Brooklands MG ERA (MGF20) day.

MGTF 135 Facelift model £4,295

MG ZR 115 TROPHY SE TD £3,495
2004 | 04 Reg, 58,000 Miles, Manual, Petrol.
Finished In: Ignition Blue/Black leather
grey inserts. A outstanding condition
TF135,Fitted with engine water level censor,
black leather sport seats with grey alcantara
inserts, blue hood, front fog lights, Full
service history. This TF will be Sold with a
new headgasket/cambelt /water pump

MGTF 135 £3,495
2001 | Y Reg, 60,800 Miles, Manual, Petrol.
Finished In: Tahiti blue / black half leather. A
excellent MGF VVC,just 2 owners the last since
2011 a MGF registered club member.Fitted
with A COLOUR CODED HARDTOP,black
soft top, 16” alloys, passengers airbag, stainless
sports exhaust (not loud), Mudflaps all round.
Full service history with bills and old mots and
the original bill of sale. Headgasket replace at
60,111 miles. Outstanding condition Special
offer 12 months warranty.

MGMGF VVC+H/TOP £2,995
1999 | T Reg, 28,800 Miles, Manual, Petrol. Finished In:
Nightfire Red metallic. A very very low mileage MGF,
having covered just 28,800miles with full service history
with receipts and all old mots, recent headgasket/
cambelt/water pump. Supplied new by Lindfield Rover
Haywards Heath (still has sticker in the window) .Totally
original other than the stereo with Bluetooth.All original
handbooks key codes etc are all with this MG.This is
one of the last pre facelift MGF’s. Immaculate condition
thoughout. Special offer. 12 months warranty We also
have the reg number T99 MGF available to purchase.

MGMGF Convertible £2,995
2001 | 51 Reg, 29,600miles, Manual, Petrol.
Finished In: Copperleaf Red metallic. Rare
very low mileage MGF finished in Copperleaf
red metallic. Just 2 owners from new, the last
owner since 2005, having covered just 29600
miles with full service history.Fitted with
removable colour coded hardtop, black soft
top, wind deflector, mudflaps. The Copperleaf
red metallic colour was only available for one
year. Special offer 12 months warranty

MGMGF + Hardtop £2,795

JUST A SMALL SELECTION FROM OUR STOCK

2010 | 10 Reg, 11,000 Miles, Manual Petrol.
Finished In: Silver/black leather. One of the
very last MG TF’s to be made, 2011 model
with Folding mirrors. A style pack TF with full
black leather, 16” twisted pepper alloys, bright
pack interior, heated glass rear screen. softride
suspension. Having covered just 11,000 miles.
This car is a Cat ‘D’ insurance claim car,
having had front end damage but now fully
repaired. Huge saving on this superb car JUST
MOTED. 12 months warranty

MGTF 135 Style pack £5,995

Most credit cards accepted. Telephone/Fax: 01258 820337MG OWNERS’ CLUB
MEMBER RECOMMENDED

SUPPLIER

MIKE ROLLS SERVICES FOR MGs
Unit 9/10 Fifehead Business Park, Manor Farm,

Fifehead Magdalen, Dorset SP8 5RR

THE COMPLETE SERVICE FOR MGs
Open: 8am-6pm Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri.

8am-5pmWed. 8am-1pm Sat

Email: mikerolls4mgs@compuserve.comWeb: www.mikerolls.co.uk

MGB, 1982 – Vermillion – £10,995
Rubber bumper in Vermillion, this car has amazing
original paint work with 6,000 recorded miles
(believed to be genuine) and old MOTs back to
the 80’s.
The present owner has spent in the region of
£3,000 on extras which include: Chrome wire
wheels, Stainless steel sports exhaust, Stainless
steel boot rack, Motolita steering wheel, 123
Ignition and K & N Filters. it has the original interior
which is in very good order.
This car has a near perfect body as close as you
can get to a new B

MGMidget,1974–BrooklandsGreen-£8,995
Round wheel arch, finished in Brooklands Green,
with black interior, 1400cc Oselli engine with
Weber and Wire Wheels.
Restored in the early 90’s and still in excellent
condition, comes with roll bar and extensive history
file with 84,000 miles on the clock. It has been
with its current owner for the last 11 years and
under 1000mls done in this time.
This is a very well sorted Midget with superb
performance.

MGF, VVC – 2000, Silver - £1,750
Silver with a black hood, headgasket done in 2010,
half leather seats, rear spoiler, radio/cd player. Nice
tidy car.



MGE June 201558 www.mgenthusiast.com

TF LE500

I
t is fair to say that the TF 
LE500 received a mixed 
press when it was used by 
NAC-MG to relaunch the 
TF line (and the MG name) 
in the UK in 2008. Certainly 
they didn’t exactly fl y out of 
the showroom. When I ask 

Andy Robson, the owner of this low-mileage 
example, why he thinks that might be the case, 
he has to refl ect for a minute. 

‘I don’t know, to be honest,’ he fi nally replies. 
‘They were cheap enough, but people had got 
prejudiced against the TF in general, citing the 
head gasket woes, roof problems and the like, 

and maybe they were prejudiced against the idea 
of a Chinese-built car as well. I would also 
imagine that many people who wanted TFs had 
already got pre-shutdown cars anyway, while 
others had just grown away from them when no 
new MGs were available and gravitated to other 
models from the likes of Mazda and Honda. I 
can’t really say for sure, though.’

So what made Andy buy this car in 2010, 
when it was one year old and had barely 2000 
miles on the clock? To answer that fully, we need 
to rewind a few years and run through a couple 
of MG Midgets. This will not only explain his 
MG enthusiasm, but also how he ‘graduated’ to 
the TF. That means our story begins in 1976, 

when Andy married Christine. She worked at a 
big VW dealer, and they had just taken a 1974 
Midget as a trade-in. 

‘It was one of the very last chrome bumper 
cars,’ says Andy, ‘built in September 1974. This 
was our fi rst MG and our fi rst sports car. It was 
a funny car in some respects. What attracted us 
to it initially was the colour, which turned out to 
be Reynard Fox, a kind of orangey gold that 
was never a standard colour on a Midget. It had 
a hard top, and both that and the sills had been 
painted in dark metallic brown rather than 
black. It had obviously been rebuilt at some 
point, but I only realised this when I discovered 
the front indicator lights were on upside-down. 
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We’d gone to a show at Ragley Hall and parked 
up in a line of Midgets, and I noticed all the 
others had theirs the wrong way up...’

That Midget was a cracking car which Andy 
and Christine used everyday, whatever the 
weather. They only sold it in 1980 to raise the 
deposit on a new house, which relegated Andy 
to what he describes as ‘a chain of moderately 
unreliable cars’ that included an Austin 1300 
which used to blow smoke out the back and a 
very ratty MkI Escort. Then Andy got 
promotion at work and a chain of company cars 
that lasted right up until he took early retirement 
at Christmas in 2007.

However, in the meantime the second of the 

two Midgets to contribute to this story had 
entered the scene. ‘I love motorbikes,’ explains 
Andy, ‘and when I wanted a hobby towards the 
end of the 1980s, I decided to go back to biking. 
That was fi ne for a few years, but then my father 
(who was also a biker) had a very bad accident 
and ended up with his legs full of pins. Christine 
got very shaky about this and didn’t want me 
riding bikes any more, so I sold my Kawasaki 
and went looking for a hobby car.’

Andy started off looking at kit cars, and 
initially thought about getting a Grinnall 
Scorpion. That made him think of the Midget 
they’d had in the 1970s, and so he suggested 
looking for an MG. But not just any MG; he 

wanted exactly what he’d had before – chrome 
bumpers and round wheelarches – but he was 
willing to accept having the indicators fi tted the 
right way up this time around! 

Eventually he found the right car in Wales, 
bought it and ran it for the next 11 years, getting 
heavily involved with the MGCC’s Midland 
Centre where he is a committee member of 
several years’ standing. ‘I’m not an engine or 
gearbox stripdown person,’ he admits, ‘but if it 
is anything I can get at with my spanners, I am 
fi ne. I spent an absolute fortune on that Midget 
and turned it into a little bit of a road rocket, 
largely following advice from Roger Parker and 
also religiously working my way through Dave 

Andy Robson spent a fortune modifying 
his Midget, then sold it to buy a nearly 

new TF LE500. Why did he swap old for 
new, and does he regret the decision?

Words and pictures: Simon Goldsworthy
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Vizard’s book, Tuning the A-series Engine. I did 
once add up all that we’d spent, hinted to Chris 
that it was well into fi ve fi gures, and she said she 
didn’t want to know.’

That project took Andy up to 2010, and back 
to the LE500 in our pictures. He and Christine 
had been abroad and touring in the Midget on 
more than one occasion, but by this time the 
novelty of getting wet legs whenever it rained 
was wearing a bit thin for Christine – attaching 
the hood to the header rail was a bit hit and miss 
according to Andy, sometimes it sealed well and 
sometimes the rain poured straight through and 
onto the passenger. ‘It was coming up to my 
60th birthday,’ he adds, ‘and I said what about a 

TF? It was as simple as that.’
Once again, Andy knew exactly what he 

wanted – a Trophy Blue or Le Man Green pre-
shutdown TF. However, Chris didn’t like those 
colours, preferring silver or grey. Andy was 
never a big fan of XPower Grey, but ever willing 
to compromise he had a look at what prices 
were doing on the newer Chinese cars. As we 
said right at the beginning, sales were not going 
well and prices were beginning to fall so that 
secondhand cars now fi t Andy’s price bracket. 
David Wood at Luffi eld knew what they were 
looking for and when he found this Graphite 
Grey example, Christine declared herself 
delighted with the colour and they bought it. 

Andy admits that at the time, he didn’t know 
all about the differences between the pre-
shutdown cars and the Chinese-built ones, but a 
friend who had been an engineer on the K-series 

engine put his mind to rest about the head gasket 
issue – he knew all about the revised spec from 
China and the multi-layer head gasket, and was 
pretty sure Andy and Chris wouldn’t have any 
problems. However, Andy did know that 
towards the end of the TF run prior to 
shutdown, MG had cut back on the things they 
fi tted to the cars such as the underbonnet 
inspection light and the spare wheel.

‘I knew that all these things were put back on 
the Chinese cars,’ he says, ‘and that the things I 
wanted and which I might have missed on a pre-
shutdown car – including the glass rear window 
and the softer suspension – were all on the 
Chinese cars. There were other extras as well, 
such as the hardtop which we’ve never used, 
and the reversing sensors that like to play up 
from time to time – I’ve had those hardwired 
now so they don’t cause problems any more.’

Perhaps the most useful ‘extra’ to be included 
in the LE500 package was the air conditioning. 
People do ask what the point is of having AC in 
a convertible, but Andy invariably replies that if 
you are stuck in a traffi c jam in the south of 
France or trying to get into Le Man in the middle 
of summer, you’ll wish you had air conditioning 
because the ability to blow cold air over your 
torso even with the roof off is very helpful. 

Even better, the ability to demist the screen 
using the AC is invaluable. ‘We went to Italy 
with a group of cars two years ago and it poured 
with rain all the way across Switzerland,’ Andy 
says. ‘We never saw any mountains, only rain. 
My friend was behind us in his pre-shutdown 
TF and you could see him constantly wiping the 
windscreen with a cloth, whereas we just turned 
on the aircon and it was job done.’

This ease of use and painless pleasure has 
proved to be a big part of the MGF and TF 
appeal to MG enthusiasts, though some of them 
needed persuading. When, after running the 
Midget for 11 years, Andy announced to his 
friends down the pub that he was considering 
changing to a TF, they threw up their hands and 
advised him not to buy ‘one of those bloody 

Below: Apart from dials that are fussy, 
Andy is a big fan of the LE500’s interior.
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things.’ They were all classic MG owners, you 
see, but Andy was undeterred. 

‘Within two years, there were another half a 
dozen within the group,’ he laughs. ‘They like 
the fact that you can just jump in and turn the 
key, and there are two examples which highlight 
for me the model’s growing appeal. Not long 
after we bought the TF, we went to a club event 
in Tamworth. This old chap came over and we 
started chatting. He said he was thinking of 
getting a TF – he had an MGB, but felt he was 
getting too old to get in and out and do all the 
work on it. He wanted a car that was not going 
to require too much mechanical attention, and 
was easier and more comfortable to get into. 

‘Similarly, I have a friend who has recently 
had spinal fusion surgery. He used to own a 
Vermillion rubber bumper MGB for years, and 
it was in immaculate condition. Because of his 
back he had to ditch that, but he bought a TF 

instead and is very happy with it. And those are 
not just isolated instances. I was amazed at MG 
Live about two years ago that there appeared to 
be more Fs and TFs than ever before. I wasn’t 
sure, because you know what it is like – when 
you buy a car, you start to see them everywhere 
– but they even outnumbered the MGBs. I think 
a lot of people have decided they don’t want to 
mess about fi xing cars any more, and want a 
cheap runabout they can simply use.’

Talking of using your MG, Andy spent a 
fortune uprating his Midget but performance-
wise the TF has everything he needs. He has had 
it re-chipped slightly by K-series mapping guru 
Mark Stacey of ZandF Tuning, but only very 
mildly to change the torque line slightly. He felt 
that the throttle pick-up from low revs was a bit 
too slow, and he was probably right. As Mark 
explained in an interview in the May 2013 issue: 

‘With a throttle cable allied to injection 

systems, when you step on the throttle even 
lightly you can get too big a torque step. The 
only way you can address this is to play around 
with the ignition to counter the harshness and to 
soften the driveline; in other words you actually 
have to make the ignition ineffi cient. That was a 
major requirement within marketing; on many 
models for example, when you open the throttle 
you can lose 30% of your torque for something 
over half a second, cushioning the driveline but 
also wasting fuel as it is still injected without 
being burned effi ciently. A major part of the 
remaps is to take those ineffi ciencies out to 
further restore response and economy.’

Andy adds that he only wanted this enhanced 
throttle response, he didn’t need more 
performance and didn’t want to risk having to 

Above: Andy in his much-modified 
Midget on a club run, and Chris with 
the TF LE500 on the St. Gotthard Pass.

Left: Andy in the TF at Shelsley Walsh.

 Ease of use and painless 
pleasure has proved to be a big 
part of the MGF and TF appeal 
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run the car on Super Unleaded petrol. As it is, 
the TF is probably faster even than his much-
modifi ed Midget ever was, particularly when 
the TF is wound up onto the cams. But he adds 
that you do have to get it wound up, and that 
the Midget would not only have given it a good 
run for its money, it would have felt quicker too.

Running costs have been very good for the 
TF. It hasn’t needed anything more than an 
annual service, and 40+mpg is easily obtainable. 
Perhaps the biggest expense was that the 
Shadow Chrome wheels were starting to pit 
badly on the leading edges of the spokes by the 
time the car was four years old, and they really 
needed to be refurbished at a cost of a few 
hundred pounds. But the standard 11-spoke 
wheels were a devil to clean, so Andy shopped 
around and located a good deal on four Pro 
Race 1.2 wheels from Rimstock. ‘They were 
several kilos lighter than the originals, a lot 
easier to clean because you can get into the 
spokes, and I think they are a nicer looking 
wheel as well,’ he says. ‘And they were a similar 
cost to having the originals refurbished. I fi tted 
Toyo Proxes tyres, which were a little bit skittish 

for the fi rst few hundred miles, but now they are 
bedded in and very good.’

The TF’s very reliability has raised certain 
issues of its own, however. Andy spent 11 years 
treating the Midget as a hobby, and once he’d 
done everything to it that he could do, admits to 
losing a bit of interest which prompted him to 
look around and consider something else. Now 
he has been shopping again in the run up to his 
65th birthday this year. 

‘I have just bought a 1968 BGT,’ he says. ‘I 
wanted a car that I can play with, fi ddle about 
under the bonnet. Getting a B won’t push the TF 
straight out the door, though. I know that Chris 
likes the TF, and for lengthy continental trips it is 
a lot more comfortable than the Midget ever 
was. It may be that the MGB will be equally 
comfortable. I doubt it, but I have never had one 
before so I don’t know. The one I bought needs 
plenty of TLC, but that will be my hobby and 
we will then run the two cars together and see 
which one is getting the most use. That will 
decide which we keep.’

Not that this should in any way be read as a 

lack of enthusiasm for the TF. As Andy 
concludes: ‘I wrote in to you initially principally 
because I thought the TF comes in for too much 
unfair criticism of the kind I heard from my 
friends when they fi rst knew about mine. So 
many people who knock the TF know nothing 
about them; that is not fair and makes me jump 
to its defence. All this nonsense about it not 
being a proper MG because it has Metro 
subframes. OK, what was an MGB if not a 
Morris Oxford with a two door body? What 
was a Midget if not a Morris Minor or Austin 
A35 with a two door body? A lot of the earlier 
MGs were only rebadged Morrises, so why do 
people get snobby about the TF? It just annoys 
me, and I wanted to say what a great car it is’

We’ll raise a glass to that, Andy. And no 
doubt so will the many other owners who get 
just as much pleasure from their TFs as you do, 
not least those who may otherwise have had to 
give up on MG motoring. The MG movement 
would be a whole lot poorer without the F and 
the TF, and that surely includes the Chinese-
built cars like yours.

Below: Andy’s latest hobby car is this 
BGT that he says is need of some TLC.

 So many people who knock the TF 
know nothing about them 
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All items Supplied - from body panels, 
interiors & engines to headlights & wheel nuts
Tel: 07722 175473
Email: usedmgspares@hotmail.co.uk

www.usedmgCspares.co.uk

East Lydford, Somerset

Quality New & Used MGF & MGTF Spares
Covering all models from 1995 > 2011

See us at the

MG Live show
20th-21st June 2015

On Stand E4

Specialists in heated rear screens & BIG brake kits
www.mgfmania.co.ukg
Our heated glass panels fold without unzipping

With EASY panel fitting, no drilling or sewing involved : Manufactured using the original
MG Rover glass style and zip. Full fitting kit and CDVideo showing fitting included

Upgrade Screen panels for ALL MGF & TF models, from £185
Complete Hoods from £385 all with Heated Glass Screens!

New for 2014: BIG 280mm Front and Rear Brake
Kits from £175 fit under all 15” or 16” wheels!

The future is CLEAR.....the future is GLASS!

For next day delivery and further information
www.MGFMANIA.co.uk

WWWaaatttccchh MMGGGFF MMaaanniiaaa vvviidddeeeooosss ooonnYYooouuuTTuuubbbeee...cccooomm

MG Rover style glass and zip. Full fitting kit and CD video showing fitting included
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ZS DIESEL

Jamie Fincham and Jess Smith are typical of a new generation of MG 
fans. Having cut his teeth on a ZR, Jamie now has this very fi ne ZS diesel. 
And despite being just 22 years old, he now quite fancies trying a ZT too!

Generation Z
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hose who worry about the aging profi le 
of MG enthusiasts could perhaps take 
comfort from cars like this ZS, and the 
young couple who own it. Because 
while there may indeed be a 
preponderance of grey hair at many 
gatherings of the MG classics, the 
demographics tend to be completely 

different for the ZR/ZS/ZT range even though the enthusiasm 
and commitment is just as strong.

Jamie Fincham is 22 years old, and his partner Jess Smith is 
19. They are both into cars, even though Jess has yet to start 

driving lessons. They fi rst met with a group of other youngsters 
hanging out of an evening at Morrison’s car park, and then 
started going to car meets in Newark arranged via the internet. 
Obviously a lot of the people at those meetings are of the same 
generation, but not exclusively.

‘There are a few ZTs that go to the meetings, and those 
drivers tend to be older than us,’ says Jamie. ‘I would guess the 
oldest must be about 50.  It is great to see all the Zeds parked 
up like that. We just chat about the cars, see what people have 
done to theirs, compare mods and so on. We also meet at bigger 
events, like the Fast Show at Santa Pod or the Pride of 
Longbridge.’  So what gets this generation hooked on the Zed 

Words: 
Simon 
Goldsworthy    

Pictures: 
Rob Hawkins T
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ZS DIESEL

range? ‘My fi rst car had been a Peugeot 306 turbo diesel,’ 
explains Jamie, ‘but I had a bad accident on some ice. So then I 
bought a 1.4 ZR, just because I loved the look of them. That 
ZR was immaculate, absolutely mint.’

Then Jamie moved on to a blue ZR diesel, which turned out 
to be a bit of a shed. He paid £1500 for that, put at least another 
£1500 into it and now he’s got it up for sale at £1000, proving 
that running a newer car can be just as expensive as running a 
classic if you are passionate about it. And there is no doubting 
the passion that people like Jamie and Jess have for their Zeds. 

‘We only paid £1100 for the ZS, but straight away somebody 
offered us £2000 for it,’ says Jamie. ‘We weren’t even tempted, 
though. Not that I had been looking to replace the ZR, but I 
just happened to be at home going through Facebook when all 
of a sudden this ZS diesel popped up. Somebody I know had 
commented on it, so obviously that showed up on my news 
feed. The guy wanted £1300 for it...’

‘...and the next thing you know he sent me a picture of it at 
work,’ comments Jess. ‘I said we had to have it. Initially we 
thought it was going to be a vanilla colour as all the pictures 
seemed to show it more of a pale shade. It was a bit of a shock 
to see it in the metal, and it certainly means you get noticed. His 
dad put on sunglasses when he saw it because it was so bright.’

‘We don’t like MkIs as they look a little too dated,’ continues 
Jamie, ‘but this was a Mk2, and it had the body kit. The guy 
that we bought it from had saved the ZS from being scrapped 
after it had been vandalised. Every panel had been dented. He 
spent loads more on repairs that it was worth, so we got a 
bargain. There certainly wasn’t much wrong with it. We have 
only had one issue with a split coolant pipe, but I swapped that 

Leatather seats are 
fromom a Rover 45,
not quite ast quite as
supportive as the 
ZS chairs but a 
goodod deal more
luxuxurious.
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for the one off my ZR and it has been fi ne ever since.’
It was all very standard when they got it, although the Rover 

45 leather seats had already been fi tted. ‘They are less shaped 
than the ZS seats, but very comfortable,’ says Jess. ‘Every time 
you have the heater on it feels as though they are heated as well, 
which is weird because they are not.’ But despite only having 
had the ZS for a couple of months when we met up, they had 
already carried out a number of further mods. The most 
obvious of these are the window tints. 

‘We’ve had the rear door glass and the back window tinted 
by 75%,’ says Jamie. ‘A guy in Leicester did it for us. I’ve had 
all three of my cars done there so he gave me a good price – it 
only cost us £80 for the sun tint at the front and the back 
windows, though the normal price is £100-£140.’

‘We did have other plans, such as doing the roof and the top 
of the spoiler black,’ says Jess, ‘but now we are not too sure 
because we don’t want to ruin the look of the car. After having 
the windows tinted, I like the way it looks at the minute.’

Certainly it is eye-catching, and the combination of natural 
good looks, the dark tints set against the bright yellow paint 
and the already-fi tted ZS180 body kit mean that people always 
turn to look as it drives past. I don’t suppose they all know 
what it is because the ZS had been de-badged and has more 
than a hint of Subaru or BMW about it, but it all works 
together very well.

It would be a little embarrassing if a car with so much 
SHOW turned out to have too little GO, but that is far from 
the case. Changes under the bonnet to the 2.0-litre L-series 
diesel engine have included an EGR blanking valve, a remap 
and bigger SDI fuel injectors. Those injectors fl ow more, give a 

Above (left to 
right): Boost 
gauge has 
been lifted 
from Jamie’s 
old ZR.

Wheels were 
in danger of 
being swapped 
and the new 
rims painted 
purple. 

Direct injection 
turbo diesel 
– once upon a 
time it would 
have been 
heresy in an 
MG, but now it 
makes perfect 
sense.

5in tailpipe 
may be 
swapped for 
custom made 
twin-exit 
system.

L-series diesel L-series diesel 
engine has been 
tweaked and now 
puts out over 
160bhp, plus of 
course torque by
the bucket load.

good boost to the power and only cost around £80, making 
them a cheap route to more bhp. These changes have been 
accompanied by taking restrictions out of the exhaust system. 

‘I made similar changes to my ZR,’ says Jamie, ‘and that is 
the quickest ZR diesel we know of that is still running a 
standard turbo. It hit 159bhp on the dyno, and 270lb.ft of 
torque. We’ve done most of the same mods on the ZS engine. 
This one has done a lot more miles than the ZR, but it feels a lot 
quicker so we were hoping for a good result when we put it on 
the dyno – we ended up with 162.2bhp.

‘We do like the diesels for the torque. On the ZS we are 
running a lot more power than standard, but it is still not too 
bad on fuel either. I’ve actually got a choice of settings on the 
remap – full power if we plug the switch into the MAF sensor, 
or the default Eco setting which is as per normal. I do enjoy 
putting my foot down, but I only do it every now and then. We 
have had a rev limiter put in at 4500rpm anyway which brings 
the top speed down, but that is not an issue on the road. And 
despite the modifi cations, yesterday it still returned 42mpg, 
and most of that was with the engine on full power.’

It is not all about power though, as proven by the cosmetic 
changes that have been so successful. In fact, Jamie is not really 
into the mechanical work himself, but pays Charles Lee at C J L 
Auto to do that. Detailing and car preparation are another 
matter entirely, though. Jamie doesn’t enter formal concours 
competitions, but does admit to spending fi ve or six hours at a 
time cleaning and prepping the car for meets. As ever though, 
striving for perfection means that the task is never fi nished. The 
day after we met, Jamie and Jess were going to pick up some 
new wheels for it.



MGE June 201568 www.mgenthusiast.com

ZS DIESEL

www.mgenthusiast.com

‘The black wheels came with the car,’ says Jamie, ‘but we are 
picking up some wheels off a Rover Streetwise. They are 17in 
Addendums, and we are hoping they will look good on the ZS. 
We were tempted to spray them purple, but whether or not that 
will work, we are not really sure. [In the event, they decided 
they didn’t like the new wheels as much as the ones in our 
pictures – Ed] Ultimately I’d like the car to have a full respray, 
just to make it mint. The lacquer is peeling on the driver’s side 
front wing which is letting it down, and the 180 kit around the 
back catches stones thrown up by the wheels so that is chipped. 

‘We are also tempted to get a twin exit exhaust, with one 
pipe on either side. That would have to be custom-made, and 
probably a bit smaller than the one currently fi tted. I think this 
tailpipe is 5in in diameter, which suits the car. When we bought 
it the ZS had a standard back box with an oval tip, but it just 
didn’t sound decent so we put this straight through can on. It is 
really quiet when you are driving normally, but sounds great 
when you put your foot down which is just what we wanted.’

Talking of future plans, the ZR took a while to sell and the 
couple did plan for Jess to get her driving licence and take that 

Above: Dark 
tints to the rear 
windows and 
black wheels 
really make the 
most of the 
vibrant Trophy 
Yellow paint. 

Right: Jess and 
Jamie are 
representative 
of the new 
generation of 
MG enthusiast 
and it is cars  
the ZR, the ZS 
– and even the 
more sedate 
ZT – they love.

on, but it has now been sold to a friend, so there is an alternative 
plan on the cards. Jamie fancies a ZT, even though Jess thinks 
that is a car for old men – she says she likes the ZT, but can’t see 
Jamie behind the wheel of one. However, perhaps she shouldn’t 
stand in the way, because if he got a ZT then she would end up 
with the ZS instead of the ZR. And as Jamie says: ‘Moving 
from the ZR to the ZS, the switch from cable clutch to 
hydraulic was my biggest challenge initially – I was stalling the 
ZS all the time because I was not used to it. But the ZS handles 
so much better, and it feels so much nicer to drive. Every ZR 
we’ve been in has had constant rattles from all over the place, 
but the ZS seems so much better put together. I think it is better 
on the back roads as well. I suppose a lot of that comes down to 
the tyres you have on, but even though my ZR was lowered, I 
think the ZS handles better. 

‘It is more comfortable too. We did about 2500 miles in the 
fi rst six weeks of ownership, and it is a fantastic car to drive. 
Dad used to have a Rover SD1 V8 years ago, and has always 
said it was the best and most comfortable car he’s ever had. He 
now has a Vauxhall Insignia 2-litre turbo, which is a quick car 
but does not have the torque of the ZS. He is always asking to 
borrow my car because he loves how quick it is.’

Oh, and in case you were wondering, if Jamie ever gets a ZT, 
then yes, it will have to be a diesel too! 

■ Jamie and Jess know of another ZS in exactly the 
same Trophy Yellow as theirs, with a reg number 
that is only one digit removed. The owner of that 
ZS thinks they were former press cars, but no 
history came with this one and they can’t be sure. 
Can anybody can shed more light on this?
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Car Sales: 01953 717100 • Workshop/Parts: 01953 717618 • Fax: 01953 717850
PLUS LOTS OF OTHERS AVAILABLE - PLEASE PHONE

Car Sales: 01953 717100 •Workshop/Parts: 01953 717618 • Fax: 01953 717850

1939 MGVA Green, red trim, sunroof. Genuine car, only
3 owners, first was an RAF Officer!

MOT’d and taxed. In original condition with lots of lovely
patina. Would be a shame to over restore.

Will be having new tyres and brake overhaul
before sale. £19,950.00

1972 MGB Roadster Now almost completed, immaculate
car l/h/d with european style dash superb l/h/d. Old
English White, red trim, w/w, o/drive. Total bare shell
rebuild, no expense spared. Better than new condition.
Shell is being fitted up now after two year rebuild.

Stunning colour combination with red hood. £24,995

1976 MGB ROADSTER Tahiti Blue, black trim. Minilites,
roll over bar, s/s sports exhaust. Rear seat conversion.
Lovely inside and out. Drives superbly. Great looking

car. £4,995.00

1971 MGB Roadster BRG, black/green leather trim, w/w, o/drive.
Reshelled 10 years ago and still superb condition. Fast road engine.
Elm dash, magnolia clocks. S/S boot rack. Inertia belts. Polished
screen frame. Totally restored car, better than new. Everything

replaced or new, done less than 5,000 miles since rebuild. £15,995

1974 NG TC, Old English White, w/w, red trim. 2L
Osselli engine, o/drive. All new or refurbed MBG
components. Superb condition. £9,795.00

more than 30

cars always in stock

www.mgmecca.co.uk

1965 MGB Roadster BRG, black/white trim, chrome wheels,
rare o/drive. Total last nut and bolt renovation, with pictures.

Car has matching numbers (engine/box/axle) Heritage
certificate, restored to original show standard regardless of
cost (would cost easily in excess of £35k). Car is immaculate
inside/underside/outside. A rare car indeed. £24,995.00
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INSIDE THE MEDICAL CENTRE

It takes an army of staff  working in the background for any motorsport 
event to take place, and hopefully the least employed of those will 
always be the medical team. We tagged along on the March track day at 
Silverstone organised by MGs on Track to see how this vital service 
operates. Neil Bradbury, Medical Services Team Leader, was our guide.

Doctors 
the Medics
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P
erhaps we should start by asking you to 
explain a little bit about the medical centre 
here at Silverstone, and about the people 
who staff it.
NB: The medical centre is here to care for 
anybody on site – drivers, teams and 
members of the public as well – who 
sustains an injury, whether minor or major. 

As a rule of thumb, members of the public will come through to 
reception, which is manned for the bigger meetings. We will 
have vehicles out trackside, but always also have a dedicated 
vehicle here for crowd side injuries. At an event like MG Live, 
there will be three ambulances on duty and at any one time 
there will be two parked out trackside ready to respond, and 
one parked outside the medical centre.

This building is run and operated by the circuit. There are a 
couple of full-timers on the medical staff, and the rest are 
brought in on a sub-contract basis depending on needs. Today 
we’ve got three of us here, one crewing the ambulance over at 
race control, plus me and Andy Murtagh in the Med Centre. 
For MG Live there will be at least 20 staff on the medical team, 
and for the Grand Prix it will probably be nearer 70. 

MGE: Where do you fi nd so many people with the necessary 
skills who are suddenly free on a weekend and not, for 
example, already employing those skills in a hospital?
NB: We have a bank of medical professionals who love 
motorsport and are happy to do this in their spare time. Others 
are retired from full-time work, but keep their training up to 
date and still come in to do this.

MGE: They might love motorsport, but do they get to see it?
NB: Most people get to watch some of the action. We have a 
little banking area out the back of the Med Centre and so long 
as you are in radio contact, you can go out there and watch the 
racing. And if you are out in a car or one of the ambulances, 
then you will be parked up trackside and enjoy one of the best 
views of the racing. For MG Live for example we’ll have one 
vehicle at Brooklands, one probably down at Stowe and one at 
Farm so they are positioned at strategic points around the 
circuit. We try and split the circuit into three fairly equal parts 
so you can respond and get to the scene of any incident quickly. 
Our target is from scramble to getting there in under a minute, 
certainly for the fast response cars. The ambulance may be a 
little slower because of the nature of the beast.

At a race meeting you may also drive one of the medical cars 
as it chases the racers off the line because historically, a 
signifi cant number of incidents if they are going to happen will 
happen on the fi rst corner of the fi rst lap because everybody is 
bunched together. For MG Live that will mean chasing from 
the start line to Stowe, a good third of a lap. That is always an 
exciting job, so we rotate the task. Each car moves around the 
circuit after each race, so the Brooklands car becomes the 
Stowe car, the Stowe car becomes the Farm car and so on. 

MGE: This building is a big centre; is it typical of the circuits?
NB: No, this is a very special building because Silverstone is the 
home of the Grand Prix and we must have available the 
facilities that the FIA specify. At most circuits you will fi nd 
something much smaller. Some of the sprint circuits may even 
be running on Red Cross Society or St John’s Ambulance units. 
You can get a tremendous difference, but every medical centre 
for what you might call the established race circuits, your 
Oultons, Doningtons etc, has a minimum kit level specifi ed for 
them by the MSA, who will inspect the circuit and take into 
consideration the types of race they hold. What you see here 
are some things that are way above what the MSA specify for a 
normal club meeting, but that’s because it is here essentially 
ready for events like the Grand Prix. 

MGE: So talk us through the rooms we can see here. 
NB: OK, but do remember we have not yet started the season 
so some of the facilities are not quite ready for the big meetings. 
This is our minor treatment room, with two trolley beds, 
cupboards of pills and potions etc. 

MGE: And an eye chart up there as well. Do you do eye checks 
for those drivers who miss a fl ag?
NB: Not exactly, but we may end up doing driver medicals and 
part of that is to check that you can see! There have been some 
changes in the building recently because we did have a major 
treatment room, which was basically a mini operating theatre. 
We needed that for major events such as the World Endurance 
Championships, Grand Prix and Moto GP. Because of the way 
health care has changed in the UK with the move to dedicated 
trauma centres, coupled with the facts that we have two of 
those centres very close to here and for the major meetings we 
have a helicopter permanently sitting out the back on our 
helipad, the FIA have decreed that this surgical intervention 
facility is no longer required. So we are in the process now of 
turning it into a second four-bedded ward. 

That in turn has allowed us to transform one of the previous 
four-bed wards into a dedicated in-house training facility. As a 
result, we can now run training programmes for the medical 
team, making use of mock scenarios to keep people’s skill levels 
up to date. Also, and I think this is a very signifi cant step, the 
new MD at Silverstone has said that any member of staff who 
is likely to have direct face-to-face contact with members of the 
public will be trained in fi rst aid, so we have been running 
courses over the winter for them. 
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MGE: Why do you have so many beds? We don’t imagine you 
keep people in here for days at a time.
NB: If anybody has had a bit of an incident and needs to lie 
down for a while to recover, we might keep them in here for an 
hour or so and hook them up to the monitor. If a driver has 
been involved in what is termed a signifi cant impact, whether 
they are injured or not, they are brought to the medical centre 
and observed for a period of time, normally at least half an 
hour. You have to remember that if somebody has had a bang 
on the head for example, they may present absolutely fi ne 
initially, but if there is a little bleed or something, then their 
situation could deteriorate. You need to keep them here for 
long enough to make sure they are really back to normal. 

Talking of internal bleeds, we have x-ray and ultrasound 
equipment too. If you have somebody with an abdominal 
injury, x-ray doesn’t pick up blood very well. Ultrasound will 
pick up fl uid, and if it picks up fl uid that shouldn’t be there you 
can send them off for treatment.

MGE: The new ward you are making looks a little bleak with 
no windows to the outside world.
NB: Ah, but that is ideal for big name drivers – you can’t get 
the press poking their cameras through the windows. If it is the 
Grand Prix and we get a driver in, we basically go into lock-
down mode with security guards on the doors. The press are so 
desperate to get pictures of anything. Years ago when Michael 
Schumacher broke his leg down at Stowe and was being 
brought in, the press were hanging over the fence trying to take 
pictures, climbing on cars to get a better shot – it is something 
we have always got to be aware of.

MGE: So if the walking wounded come to reception, where do 
the more serious cases arrive?
NB: They would come in by ambulance at the back doors, be 
wheeled in and come straight into our Resuscitation Room, 
where each bay is kitted up to the same level as you would fi nd 
in a resuscitation room in any hospital. Or, if it was a burns 
case, they would be taken straight into our dedicated Burns 
Room. Touch wood, in my time on this circuit – and I’ve been 
coming here for 25 years now – we’ve never had to use this 
burns facility. Thankfully, cars have become an awful lot safer 
than they were in the 1960s and 1970s, when drivers could 
sustain horrifi c burns. But remember we are not just thinking 
about fl ames; somebody could get soaked in petrol and suffer 
chemical burns. You need to be able to hose them off and get 
them out of their overalls. That would happen in here.

MGE: And the helipad out the back – isn’t that a bit of overkill?
NB: Certainly on a track day like today, but then again we 
haven’t got a helicopter sitting on it! We have one here for the 
big events, partly because of the track speeds involved 
(although the faster cars tend to also have stronger and safer 
cells for the drivers), but also because of the size of such events. 
Even if a driver suffers a relatively minor injury, if you need to 
get them to hospital, how do you get them out of a circuit fi lled 
with 200,000 people? The roads could be gridlocked, and a 
helicopter is the answer. That has been used for members of the 
public too over big weekends; Silverstone can become a small 
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town of 250,000 people and you get all the incidents that you 
would have in any small town on a Friday or Saturday evening.

MGE: Let’s imagine somebody has a shunt on track, perhaps 
even rolls their car so it looks pretty serious. What is the 
sequence of events that follows?
NB: Today is a track day, so a fairly low key event. We are 
always in radio contact. There are about ten or 12 safety teams 
out on track, basically on each signifi cant corner, in a response 
truck. They will be the fi rst people to radio in. They will radio 
race control to report that there has been an incident. If it has 
been something major like a roll, they may well say even at that 
stage they want medics on stand-by, but even if they don’t call 
on us immediately, we will have heard their fi rst report and will 
already be moving towards the door.

MGE: If we can just turn to Neil Windebank here in Race 
Control for a moment, perhaps he can outline this stage of 
proceedings for our readers?
NW: Up here in Race Control we have a bank of screens that 
cover the entire circuit. They are arranged in sequence, 
proceeding across the wall in a zig-zag pattern through four 
rows: left to right, then right to left, back to the right again for 
the third row then fi nally right to left across the bottom. The 
trick is not to follow them in this order, otherwise you end up 
watching one car going round the circuit. Instead you scroll 
through them in reverse order so you are constantly fl icking 
between different drivers and different parts of the track.

We are in permanent radio contact with all the trackside 
offi cials and the medical staff. If anyone reports an incident, we 
pass on details to the medics, even though they will have heard 
the initial radio call. We can swivel the cameras and zoom in to 
any incident, and usually get a good idea of how serious any 
incident looks to be – is the driver moving, for example? 

NB: We will then get scrambled by race control if necessary, 
and respond in the car. This will have all the equipment in it 
we’ll need for a fi rst response. Today Andy and I would both go 
in the car because any incident on a track day will cause the 
whole thing to be red-fl agged. On race meetings it will be 
slightly different, but then again there will be more cars out 
there. On arrival we would check the patient and assess the 
incident, deciding whether or not we needed the ambulance as 
well. Most times you just bring the patient back to the Med 
Centre for observation, but you may decide you need the 
ambulance and so call that out too. 

MGE: If it is a bad smash, how much help can you administer 
at the trackside?
NB: With the equipment we have in the back of the car, we can 
initiate full resuscitation procedures. It is fi rst aid that goes very 
much beyond a sticking plaster – we have the equipment on the 
car to administer life-saving intervention, and the skill set to do 
it! We would try to do as little trackside as we need to, because 
it is always better to get the patient back to the Med Centre for 
treatment. That is different to how a roadside ambulance may 
operate, but remember they may be 15 or 20 minutes away 
from a hospital, and we are never more than a minute and a 
half away from the Medical Centre. We then decide whether or 
not they need to go to hospital, and if so what is the most 
appropriate method of getting them there.

The majority of our work is just checking drivers, making 
sure they haven’t damaged anything. That’s where the 
observations come in, because one of the major worries is what 
might show up later. You have a lot of drivers going round the 
track either racing on a race day, or at least going at a good rate 
of knots on a track day. They are getting very excited and 
producing lots of adrenalin, which is one of nature’s best 
painkillers. You could get somebody who has had an impact 
with a barrier, gets out of the car and feels absolutely fi ne, then 
15-20 minutes later as that adrenalin starts to wear off they 
begin to ache and fi nd that actually yes, they have damaged 
something. That’s one of the main reasons why we bring people 
back, stay with them and observe them.
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MGE: Do you have to deal with people who just want to get 
straight back out there, who say they have paid for their track 
day and you can’t stop them doing it?
NB: Sometimes they are desperate to get back out on track, but 
more often they are concerned about checking the damage 
they’ve done to their car. Everybody who goes out on track has 
to wear a wrist band. Anybody who comes into this Medical 
Centre gets their wrist band removed, and they can only report 
back to the organisers and get a new one when we have decided 
that they are safe and well. Most people are very sensible and 
take our advice. In fact, most usually decide after a prang that 
they are fi nished for the day anyway. 

MGE: How does the procedure differ on a race day?
NB: On a race meeting it is all basically the same, but scaled up 
in numbers. Looking at MG Live as an example once again, the 
racing is on the Grand Prix circuit so all the time that there is 
on-track activity, we will have the three fast response cars 
positioned trackside. Each one will have in it a doctor and a 
nurse or paramedic. We’ll also have two ambulances trackside, 
with a paramedic and a technician on board. In the Medical 
Centre we’ll have the Chief Medical Offi cer (so that’s another 
doctor), and at least two nurses, a receptionist and an 
ambulance based here too.

MGE: Why so many? If there is an accident on track, surely the 
action will stop.
NB: There are two reasons, really. One is meeting response 
times as stipulated by the MSA – because the Grand Prix circuit 
is so large you wouldn’t be able to reach those times with one 
car. The other is that in a race, most incidents involve more than 
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If you are interested in becoming part of the medical 
team at Silverstone, please contact Neil via email at 
medical.services@silverstone.co.uk

one car. You have to draw a line somewhere on how many 
medical vehicles you use, but you need a sensible margin and 
that is what the MSA requirements ensure.

MGE: What sort of accidents can you expect to see?
NB: We can see anything and everything from an incident that 
looks major but because of modern safety standards the driver 
simply steps out of the car and walks away, to unfortunately 
deaths on the circuit. It is not what we are here for, not what we 
want to see and fortunately extremely rare, but motorsport is 
dangerous. Safety standards have improved over the years and 
it is much, much safer these days than it ever was, but 
sometimes things go wrong, or more usually a collection of 
different events combine to make it go wrong.

MGE: With safety having improved so much, do you think you 
will be redundant in the next 25 years?
NB: No. Whenever you have vehicles travelling at a fast rate of 
knots, there will always be the risk of something happening. 
Some of the procedures we perform will change over time 
because we stay at the cutting edge of modern methods, but 
there is always going to be the need for medical cover at race 
circuits, and for us to be at the top of our game in terms of what 
we can perform. 

MGE: Finally we have to ask if you’ve ever wanted to go out on 
track yourself, or have you seen too much from this side of the 
barrier to fancy that?
NB: I must admit there are times I would love to, but 
motorsport is a very expensive game, and to be honest I think it 
is above my pay grade. 
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Located near Guildford to the south west of London
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For free advice and 
estimates, please callAndy Child or Richard Battyll

•  Full or Part restoration   
•  Servicing and tuning  
•  Engine and gearbox rebuilds 
•  Rewire and retrimming
•  Bodywork repairs and resprays 
•  Chassis restoration on our jig
••  ... ‘all aspects of vintage & classic car care!’
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01707 876089
or 07831 556666

0800 458 4235
www.protexworld.co.uk

SOFT TOP RESTORATION KITS

•Deep cleans canvas, preventing the growth
of green mildew and mould.
•Colour restores canvas, presenting
a strong even finish.
•Seals and protects canvas, providing
protection against moisture and other
environmental damage.
•Easily applied in one day.

Kits from
£19.98
Ex. p&p

GREAT VALUE CAR CARE PRODUCTS

3 EASY
WAYS TO

BUY...

IN-STORE
65 SUPERSTORES

ONLINE
machinemart.co.uk

MAIL ORDER
0115 956 5555

CLICK &
COLLECT

Great for use as a garage,
workshop or storage area

MODEL SHOWN CIG1220 (20'x12'3")

LENGTH UP TO 24'

HEAVY DUTY INSTANT GARAGES
UP TO 24' (7.3M) LONG

HEAVY DUTY INSTANT GARAGES
UP TO 24' (7.3M) LONG

ZIP CLOSE DOOR

Extra tough, triple-layer,
waterproof cover Fully UV
treated for long-term protection

Heavy-duty, powder-coated steel
tubing Ratchet tightening to
ensure drum-tight cover

Includes ground anchoring system

EXC.VAT

£262.80
INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£219.00

NARROWER
10' WIDTH,

GREAT
WHERE

SPACE IS
TIGHT

NEW

23382R

MODEL SIZE (LxWxH) EXC.VAT INC.VAT
CIG1015 4.6 x 3 x 2.4M £219.00 £262.80
CIG1216 4.9 x 3.7 x 2.6M £249.00 £298.80
CIG1020 6.1 x 3 x 2.4M £269.00 £322.80
CIG1220 6.1 x 3.7 x 2.5M £299.00 £358.80
CIG1224 7.3 x 3.7 x 2.5M £379.00 £454.80

CIG1015 4.6 x 3 x 2.4M CIG1015 4.6 x 3 x 2.4M 
CIG1216 4.9 x 3.7 x 2.6M 
CIG1015 4.6 x 3 x 2.4M NEW

CIG1216 4.9 x 3.7 x 2.6M 
CIG1020 6.1 x 3 x 2.4M CIG1020 6.1 x 3 x 2.4M 
CIG1220 6.1 x 3.7 x 2.5M 
CIG1020 6.1 x 3 x 2.4M NEW

Most credit cards accepted. Telephone/Fax: 01258 820337MG OWNERS’ CLUB
MEMBER RECOMMENDED

SUPPLIER

MIKE ROLLS SERVICES FOR MGs
Unit 9/10 Fifehead Business Park, Manor Farm,

Fifehead Magdalen, Dorset SP8 5RR

THE COMPLETE SERVICE FOR MGs
Open: 8am-6pm Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri.

8am-5pmWed. 8am-1pm Sat

Email: mikerolls4mgs@compuserve.comWeb: www.mikerolls.co.uk

MGB, 1982 – Vermillion – £10,995
Rubber bumper in Vermillion, this car has amazing
original paint work with 6,000 recorded miles
(believed to be genuine) and old MOTs back to
the 80’s.
The present owner has spent in the region of
£3,000 on extras which include: Chrome wire
wheels, Stainless steel sports exhaust, Stainless
steel boot rack, Motolita steering wheel, 123
Ignition and K & N Filters. it has the original interior
which is in very good order.
This car has a near perfect body as close as you
can get to a new B

MGMidget,1974–BrooklandsGreen-£8,995
Round wheel arch, finished in Brooklands Green,
with black interior, 1400cc Oselli engine with
Weber and Wire Wheels.
Restored in the early 90’s and still in excellent
condition, comes with roll bar and extensive history
file with 84,000 miles on the clock. It has been
with its current owner for the last 11 years and
under 1000mls done in this time.
This is a very well sorted Midget with superb
performance.

MGF, VVC – 2000, Silver - £1,750
Silver with a black hood, headgasket done in 2010,
half leather seats, rear spoiler, radio/cd player. Nice
tidy car.
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Have you got a technical problem with your MG? If so, the 
combined expertise of Roger Parker and the MGOC 
Workshop may be able to help. For details of how to 
access this free service, see information box below. 

Q&A

TECHNICAL Q&A

The MG Owners’ Club Workshop is based at the MGOC 
Headquarters at Swavesey, Cambridge and offers a complete 
range of services to meet all your MG requirements.
Tel: 01954 231125 www.mgownersclub.co.uk

The MG Enthusiast 
Helpline is brought to you 
by Roger Parker and the 
technical team at the 
MGOC workshop, who 
kindly provide the 
expertise to solve your 

problems. So if you are 
having trouble with your 
MG and need some help, 
please send full details to: 
Simon Goldsworthy, 
MG Enthusiast, 
Kelsey Media, 

PO Box 978, 
Peterborough PE1 9FL or 
email them to mg.ed@
kelseypb.co.uk

We will reply to all 
queries as quickly as 
possible, but some 

questions may require 
research so please allow 
up to 28 days. Please note 
that this is a free service, 
and some complex 
questions may require 
more time than we can 

reasonably allow, in which 
case we will let you know.

Neither MG Enthusiast
nor the MGOC can accept 
liability for loss, damage or 
injury resulting from 
replies to readers’ queries.
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Q I have recently purchased a very 
low mileage MGF that has been 

very well looked after by one owner 
since new in 1997. The problem that I 
have is with a very harsh ride that I 
experience on some of our minor 
roads. It seems as if the rear end is so 
rigid that there is little or no springing. 
I noticed in one of the recent issues of 
MG Enthusiast that an owner of a TF 
with coil suspension had a similar 
problem, and the possible cure was to 
fit newly designed shock absorbers.

Is it possible that if I were to change 
the original dampers for say Gaz or 
Spax gas adjustables, I would get any 
benefit? I would add that I recently had 
to replace a leaking Hydragas unit at 
the rear and naturally the system had 
to be evacuated and pumped up to 
specification.

AFirst of all I have to make clear the 
diff erences between the MGF Hydragas 

suspension and the TF’s steel spring 
suspension, which are as diff erent as chalk 
and cheese. When the MGF was introduced, 
it was widely praised by the motoring press 
for its class leading ride quality with superb 
handling (when set up properly). On the 
other hand the TF was criticised for an 
overly hard ride, mainly by potential buyers 
and especially those wanting to migrate 
from an MGF into a new TF. This was due to 
circumstances presented to MG-Rover 
regarding the future supply of Hydragas 
suspension units late in the TF’s 
development, but that is another story.

The MGF’s Hydragas system uses a 
two-chamber displacer above each wheel 
that has part of the upper chamber filled 
with nitrogen gas at a nominal 300psi 
pressure. The lower part of the upper 
chamber and the entire lower chamber are 
filled with Hydrolastic fluid, which is a mix of 

Why is my MGF so harsh?
purified water, antifreeze and corrosion 
inhibitors and this is pressurised to a 
nominal 400psi. In between the two 
chambers is a valve that restricts the flow of 
fluid, and this provides the primary 
suspension damping, with additional 
external dampers (not shock absorbers) 
providing additional damping for the 
suspension when it is on rebound (after the 
initial compression of the suspension). 
There is also a fluid connection between the 
front and rear displacers on the same side 
that is designed to help provide an even 
better ride quality.

In very simple terms the displacers are 
connected via a rod and piston to the car’s 
suspension top arms and the initial 
pressurisation of the system to 400psi 
pushes the car’s body off  the ground. When 
the car is being driven and a wheel 
encounters a bump, the wheel moves 
upwards and this sees that movement 
transmitted via the piston into the displacer. 
Fluid can’t be compressed, so the pressure 
rises and it is forced through the valve and 
into the upper chamber where the 
increased pressure acts on the envelope of 
nitrogen gas. As a gas can be compressed, 
it will do so in response to the increased 
fluid pressure. The compression of this gas 
is doing the function of a steel spring in a 
conventional suspension and if the gas 
wasn’t there, then there would be next to no 
spring left in the suspension.

It is most likely that the nitrogen gas 
within one or more of your displacers has 
been lost, a fault that can aff ect displacers 
after many years, and especially on those 
cars whose owners allow the suspension to 
settle to very low ride heights which will also 
generate a harder ride. It also applies to 
those who have deliberately reduced the 
fluid pressure to lower their cars, and the 
end result in either case is that the lower-
than-intended pressures will ultimately see 

internal damage within the displacer. 
The standard ride height for the MGF is 

368mm (+ or – 10mm) measured between 
the front wheel centre and the wheel arch 
lip directly above. (The MGF Trophy 160 is 
20mm lower.) As the suspension is 
interconnected between the front and rear 
on the same side, any change with front 
ride height will be seen equally at the rear. 
However, where there may be an internal 
displacer fault it is useful to cross check the 
rear ride height to the front, which is 
363mm, or in simple terms it should be 
5mm less than what is seen at the front.

If the front suspension measurement is 
less than approximately 350mm, then you 
will be unable to accurately assess for 
internal problems until the ride height is 
raised to within the normal ride height 
range, especially if the ride has settled to 
below 330mm which I see many cars riding 
with. Once the suspension ride height is 
within tolerance, then a more eff ective 
diagnosis can be made and here the 
measurement diff erences between front 
and rear can be useful. If the nitrogen has 
been lost, then there is usually a more 
noticeable lower stance to that corner of 
the car where the problem lies. 

However, if the car has been developing 
this problem over a long period then it is 
quite likely that more than one displacer 
may be aff ected and so there will not be this 
variation in ride height. What can then give 
an indication of a problem is the fluid 
pressure needed to achieve the normal ride 
height. Nominally this is 400psi, but if the 
nitrogen has escaped then a much higher 
pressure will be needed to get to that ride 
height. However, there is yet another 
consideration as this could be confused if 
the car has ever been fitted with lowering 
knuckles, the proper way to lower the ride 
height on these cars. Unfortunately 
checking to see if lowering knuckles have 
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Q I have recently been having an 
annoying problem which I 

cannot solve. The battery warning 
light on my ZR will not extinguish,
even though the alternator is 
delivering 14+ volts. Strangely, after 
travelling about eight miles the 
light will eventually go out. It did 
re-illuminate for a short while when 
we slowed down for road works,
only to go out again later.  Studying 
the wiring diagrams in the Haynes 
manual, there does not appear to be 
anything between the alternator 
and the light other than various 
connections, which makes me think 
it is all down to a dodgy connection,
but how you can get to check them 
is anybody’s guess.

AThe alternator charge light is under 
the control of the internal alternator 

circuits. There is a very simple circuit 
which sees power from the ignition 
switch when this is turned on passing to 
the warning lamp in the instrument 
cluster. The earth path for this lamp then 
goes to the alternator, and it is the 
alternator that dictates whether the 
earth path is completed to make the
light illuminate. This is linked to the main 
function of the alternator, which is to 
generate power, and only when this is 
not happening should the alternator 
circuit connect the lamp to earth to give 

Q The coolant level on my TF 
keeps dropping, but I can find 

no trace of any leaks either on the 
car or on the garage floor. I have 
also checked the engine oil, and 
this looks a little discoloured. Am I 
right in thinking these are the signs 
of head gasket failure?

AFor loss of coolant to be attributed 
to a head gasket failure, you need 

one other connected corroborative 
symptom besides just the falling coolant 
level. Here, seeing the oil discoloured 
points to its contact with coolant – when 
the two mix, they form a brown creamy 
sludge. This then becomes lighter the 
more coolant that is added.

The image above shows the head from 
an MGF which has suff ered from a 
comprehensive head gasket failure. The 
oil that is lying in the head should be 
straw coloured when it is fresh, then 
going darker with more miles from the 
eff ects of combustion deposits colouring 
the oil. In this case the sandy coloured 
mix of oil and coolant shows how 
comprehensive the mixing of the two 
liquids has been. You need to address this 
problem immediately before you do 
extensive (and hence expensive) damage 
to your engine.

Is it HGF?

you an accurate warning.
My experience with this type of 

alternator is that it can give false 
warning on one hand and no warning 
on another, the latter specifically to the 
point where the light didn’t illuminate yet 
there was no power generation and only 
some miles later did the characteristic 
increasing glow of all instrument cluster 
warning lamps and a misfire in time with 
the indicator flash give me a clear and 
unambiguous hint that the alternator 
wasn’t working. After that I had but only 
a very short distance to find a suitable 
off  road parking place before the car 
stopped of its own accord!

On this basis you may find that your 
alternator will continue to generate 
adequate power for days, weeks,
months or longer, with or without a 
warning, but one thing is certain – you 
cannot rely on the accuracy of whatever 
warning you are (or are not) being 
shown by the ignition warning lamp as it 
currently stands. Ultimately this is being 
caused by an alternator fault, and at 
some stage in the not too distant future 
you will be faced with changing it, so 
perhaps the best action is to start 
searching for a replacement (new, 
reconditioned or good secondhand, 
whichever is your preference) to return 
the warning lamp to accuracy and avoid 
being tripped up and stranded when 
you least expect it.

been fitted requires you to remove one and 
compare it against a standard knuckle – so 
not simple a simple task.

There is no long term eff ective cure to 
repair displacers and whilst some 
enterprising individuals have managed to fit 
Schrader valves into the tops of displacers 
to allow fresh nitrogen to be introduced, this 
doesn’t address the route that the original 
gas has leaked from and so this may be a 
solution lasting a year or perhaps just a day. 
The only long term solution is to replace 
aff ected displacers with good secondhand 
ones. I say secondhand as new stocks have 
long since been exhausted, aside from the 
occasional find on a dusty spares 
department shelf. Finding secondhand units 
in good condition is not always easy, 
although they are currently in reasonable 
supply due to the number of cars being 
broken. That does give owners looking to 
keep cars over the long term an incentive to 
collect several spare displacers and keep 
them for the future, or consider replacing 
the suspension with the Suplex steel spring 
conversion, which was developed as a long 
term solution to this very problem.

ZR charging light 
becoming erratic



Having collector number plates brings down the cost of 
Canadian insurance by about 75%, to a more reasonable £170.

Iain plans to paint his wire wheels black but keep the chrome 
spinners, feeling that will lend his TA a touch of visual drama.
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It’s officially collectable!
New boots for the TA and the awarding of collector number 
plates mean that Iain can finally start to stretch its legs.
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but it’s a close-run thing.
Back home in cold and wet 

British-weathered BC, and it 
was a toss-up whether I should 
have bought a new set of 
wheels for the TA, which in the 
spindly 2.5J x 19 size cost a 
reasonable £175 plus VAT from 
MWS (www.mwsint.com). 
However, my wheels are quite 
possibly the originals, as the 
side-laced rims were only fitted 
to TAs from 1936 to 1939, or to 
earlier MGs. The wheels could 
be even older than the car, so 
because they’re still roughly 
circular and they only have 
fairly light rust-pitting, I’m going 
to give them a coat of paint 
and put them back on the car 
with the new tyres and tubes. 
The hub splines on the old 
wheels are still OK as well. 

If I were going to do any 
racing or even autocrossing, I’d 
just buy new wheels. MWS can 
supply either side-laced or later 
TC-and-newer centre-laced 
wheels for virtually the same 
price, so availability isn’t a 
problem. However, for hairpin 
hooning and luck-pushing, I 
have a Mini Marcos under 
construction with a cheeky 
engine and Yokos, so the TA 
will be used for medium-paced 
roof-off  bimbling as the 
weather improves with the 
spring. That’s unless I get 

The tyres and tubes for the TA 
arrived from MWS in the UK, 
although the fitting of them 
was delayed by a research trip 
to San Diego and Los Angeles 
for a book I’m writing on the 
smaller Triumphs, which 
occupied a couple of weeks. 
While joining the Canadian 
snowbirds in enjoying daytime 
winter sunshine and 70 
degrees, I naturally visited 
petrolhead chums, and ended 
up hurtling around California at 
a hairy 45mph in an Austin 
Seven and a hairier 120mph in 
a TVR-engined Morgan Plus 8. 
I’m not sure which one has the 
least sophisticated suspension, 

sucked into the local pre-1957 
MG UnClub, who tend to 
charge off  on 3000-mile trips 
to California. I’ve kept the old 
inner tubes as spares, for 
others if not for myself. 

I’m painting the TA wheels 
black, having seen a few 
vintage racing cars such as 
pre-TA MGs, Wolseley Hornets 
and Type 35 Bugattis at the 
excellent Angouleme vintage 
races sporting black wire 
wheels set off  by chrome 
spinners. It’s a look that adds a 
little visual drama and is period-
correct. I can always paint 
them silver again if I don’t like it.

The other little success 
recently is that the TA has now 
been approved for – and issued 
with – collector number plates, 
which means the price of 
insurance comes down by 
about 75% to around $300, or 
roughly £170. Insurance in 
British Columbia is a state-run 

monopoly, intended to be 
non-profit – although being run 
by civil servants, it costs quite a 
lot even without a profit. It’s a 
rather socialist approach in 
which safe 50-year-old drivers 
pay a bit more to subsidise the 
crashes of unsafe 17-year-olds, 
but it does mean that a 
17-year-old can actually aff ord 
to insure a car. 

Collector plates require the 
car to be in very good 
condition. There’s a bit of slack 
for 76-year-old cars, but not 
much. So with a set of shiny 
new tyres replacing the aging 
ones that came with the car, I 
can now exceed my self-
imposed speed limit of 
25-30mph and see how the 
MG feels at 50mph, maybe 
even 60mph. It has plenty of 
compression and the engine 
runs well, so I’ll be able to keep 
up with the traff ic, or at least 
keep up with the trucks.

1938 TA
Owned by: Iain Ayre, Canada

Owned since: 2013

Mileage: 3127 (recorded)



C H R O M E B U M P E R M G  S P E C I A L I S T S

An MG owner for 30 years offers a friendly and professional service.
Viewing by appointment - 6 days a week

FREEPHONE: 08000 55 61 55 • MOBILE: 07990 977197
Check out our NEW website www.croydonclassics.com
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Weoffer our MG’sat competitiveprices - simplycompare us tothe rest

One of

the largest

selections of

chrome bumper

MG’s in the

South East.

CROYDON CLASSICS

MG B Roadster, 1972. Primrose Yellow,
overdrive, restored 3 years ago. Service
history, new hood and Minilite style alloy
wheels, rust free engine compartment, rebuilt
engine, drives really well. £10,500

As featured on Channel 4’s “Deals on Wheels”

GOOD/RESTORED EXAMPLES ALWAYS WANTED/SOLD

MG B GT, 1972, Black, Overdrive. Complete bare
body, bare metal respray completed January
2014. New windscreen, all rubbers replaced, Black
leather interior, Reconditioned unleaded engine,
New wire wheels. Immaculate paintwork. £7,500

MG B GT, 1972, British Racing Green, O/D, Leather
interior. Body restored in 2007 with photo record,
Paintwork unmarked & rustfree. Grey leather seats,
Minilite style alloy wheels, Reconditioned Overdrive
Gearbox & new clutch just fitted. £6,500

MG B GT Mk1, 1967 Tartan Red, O/D, Wire
wheels, Webasto s/roof, Leather. Restored
bodywork, Red with Black piped leather
interior, Red carpets in excellent condition,
very clean engine compartment. £7,500

MG B GT, 1972, Black, O/D, Alloy wheels, Sebring
Look. “De-bumpered” and fitted with a Sebring rear
end, front spoiler, bonnet power bulge, 15inch
Minilite style alloy wheels with 195/60 tyres. Standard
1800cc engine with Overdrive gearbox. £7,000

MG B Roadster, 1973, Teal Blue, O/D, New
Black trim & carpets. Body & paintwork in
excellent condition, no rust or scratches,
Chrome boot rack, Chrome Wire Wheels, K&N
filters, Kenlowe fan. New Hood £9,500

MG B GT, 1971, Tartan Red, Overdrive, Wire wheels.
Body restored 2012 with photographic record, Stunning
paintwork, Service history and invoices dating back 25
years, approx. 20k miles since recon engine and gearbox
with overdrive. Black/red piped interior. £7,500

MG Midget Mk 3 1275cc, 1971, Teal Blue,
Heritage Shell Rebuild. Totally rebuilt using a new
Heritage Bodyshell completed approximately 10
years ago, still in rust free condition, Engine and
gearbox rebuilt at that time £7,500

MG B Roadster - LHD 1973, British Racing Green,
Overdrive, Wire wheels, Leather Body restoration
completed August 2014, Reconditioned unleaded
engine. Black with Green piped leather interior, New
hood, chrome work & chrome wire wheels £11,500

MG B Roadster, 1978. Midnight Blue. Chrome
Bumper MGB, Total body restoration completed
May 2014, New chromework, black leather, black
double duck hood, Minilite style alloy wheels.

£11,500

MG B Roadster, 1972, Old English White, Black
Leather interior, Walnut Dash, Mohair Hood.
Heritage Shell Rebuild 1997 with photographic
record. New suspension, O/D, electronic ignition.

£12,500

MG B GT, 1970. Trafalgar Blue, O/D, Leather, Rebuilt engine. Complete bare body
restoration October 2014. Over £6,000 spent on mechanics and chassis in the
last 2 years, with most invoices, less than 1,000 miles since. Leather executive
seats, S/S Tourist Trophy exhaust, New front & rear shock absorbers, rear leaf
springs, poly bushes. Minilite replica wheels, New Uniroyal tyres. £8,500

MG B Roadster, 1964, Tartan Red, Overdrive,
Restored bodywork. Leather with Red Piping
interior. Total body restoration 2010, rust free,
new leather seats, mohair hood. £11,500

MG B Roadster, 1965, British Racing Green,
O/D. Body work restored by us 5 years ago,
excellent condition, new carpet, new Mohair
hood, Black with White piped leather seats,
new chrome wire wheels. £10,500

WORK SHOP FACILITIES:
● Mechanical Servicing /Repairs

● Body Restoration & Resprays

● Welding to MOT standard

● Trimming/Carpet fitting

● Hood fitting
● Walnut dashboards
● RHD/LHD conversions
● Rubber to Chrome bumper

conversion

● Wire wheel conversions

● New & Secondhand parts

● Delivery/Collection 

● Storage Facilities

MG B Roadster V8, 1970, Flame Red, V8 Conversion, HERITAGE
SHELL Rebuild. 3.5 litre Rover Efi Vitesse Engine with
RV8/Janspeed S/S Exhaust. Front suspension by Hoyle Engineering,
5 Link rear suspension by Frontline Costello. Alloy Wheels.Leather
Upholstery, Door Cards & new seat diaphragms by PJM. £18,500

TR6 – Left Hand Drive, 1975, French Blue,
Rust free paintwork. Just arrived from the
USA, Body and paintwork in excellent
condition, S/S exhaust and high torque starter
motor. £12,500
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it the MG and Triumph Spares 
Day at Stoneleigh was the 
following weekend, so for just 
£3.60 I had a new switch and 
fitting it was a doddle.

While checking out the rear 
lights, I had also noticed that 
one of the rear number plate 
lights was not working either. 
These are mounted on the 
bumper’s over-riders. They are 
held on by two small machine 
screws each, and the nuts 
sitting inside the over-riders 
were well and truly rusted. I 
had to drill the screws out of 
the off ending light holder to 
get at the bulb, which then 
proved to be fine. So while at 
Stoneleigh I also picked up 
some new machine screws of 
the right length – being able to 
tighten these up ensured good 
contact for the earth return 
through the bumper and I now 
had full illumination at the back 

Arriving home in the BGT late 
one night after attending an 
inter-marque quiz with my local 
MGCC natter (we came a very 
creditable third!), I was 
impressed with how bright the 
rear lights were when I tucked 
it up in the garage. Then I was 
suspicious at how bright they 
were. Surely they were never 
that good? Quizzically stepping 
on the brake pedal to see how 
much brighter they would go 
answered that question, as 
applying the brakes made no 
diff erence. The brake light 
switch had clearly failed in the 
ON position. This is a hydraulic 
switch on the MGB, and I had 
visions of crawling around 
underneath and getting brake 
fluid in my ear. Fortunately a 
quick check reminded me that 
the switch is easily accessible in 
the engine bay, on the off side 
inner wing. As luck would have 
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Simply too good to be true
Simon is impressed by how bright the rear lights are on his BGT, 
and brake pad renewal on the ZT turns into a major saga.

OUR MGs

once more.
A light of a diff erent kind 

caused me problems on the ZT 
when the warning light popped 
up on the dash to say that the 
brake pads were getting low. 
Usually this is the kind of job I 
would tackle myself, but I was 
short of time and with a family 
holiday looming, I took the 
easy option and booked it into 
Hall’s Garage. In many ways I 
am glad that I did, because 
they had lots of fun and games.

First up, the pads were 
indeed worn, but so were the 
brake discs. In fact, the inner 
faces were all but unusable, 
with rust on the surfaces and 
only the narrowest of bands 
that were being swept by the 
pads. Oh, and the linings on the 
handbrake shoes had come 
adrift. In my defence the brakes 
– including the handbrake – 
had been working fine (as 

Steve Hall pointed out, with all 
that rust to grab hold of they 
should have been gripping 
well!), they were not making 
untoward noises, it had only 
been six months since the car’s 
MoT and the warning light had 
only just come on. However, it 
does highlight the need to 
check both sides of your brake 
discs on a regular basis.

With new discs and pads 
fitted all round, Hall’s were still 
not happy with the results. 
Taking it all apart again 
revealed a crack in one of the 
new pads, so a second set was 
ordered and fitted. Then the 
handbrake would just not exert 
suff icient pressure. Another 
strip down showed that the 
shoes were only touching the 
drums at three points, so they 
were refaced to provide better 
contact. Reassembly resulted 
in a more acceptable 
performance, but we are 
hoping that as the shoes bed 
in, this will improve further.

So, all I can say is I am glad 
that I didn’t wade in and try 
replacing the pads with the car 
on axle stands in my drive, but 
that it was all taken care of by 
experts on their lift. Not even 
the bill for their services 
changed my mind on that.

Swept band on old ZT discs was getting 
narrow, and this wasn’t the worst one!

New discs/pads all round plus handbrake shoes 
and labour saw brake repair bill rise to £543.70.

1971 MGB GT 
2002 ZT CDTi
Owned by:
Simon Goldsworthy

Owned since:
Feb 2014 (B) / Sept 2012 (ZT)

Above left: Number plate 
light on the BGT failed 
because of a poor earth.

Above: MGB’s brake pressure 
switch is handily located. 
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Opening hours in the UK: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm, Sat 9am-5pm.*Terms and conditions apply, call for details †Based on an average customer, saving 28% when compared to buying three separate Carole Nash policies. Average customer = 57 year old male with full
10 years plus NCB, driving a 1965 MG B, 1973 MG B and 1972 MGMidget. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

Visit us online at cherished.carolenash.com
Classic | Camper Van | Specialist | Military | Performance

0800 093 8860
Quote AUTOGLYM when you call

CLASSIC MG INSURANCE
WITH EXTRA SPARKLE
SIMPLY CALL FOR A QUOTE

GOT MORE
THAN ONE
CLASSIC CAR?
YOU COULD

SAVE
28%
WITH A
MULTI-CLASSIC
CAR POLICY†

AND YOU COULDWIN A PERFECT
BODYWORK COLLECTION KIT FROM
AUTOGLYM IN OUR FREE PRIZE DRAW*
R.R.P £60

B E N E F I T S
• Agreed valuation • Up to 25% discount for car club members • Limited mileage discount • European cover • Cover for track days, charity events and wedding use

• Use of your no claims discount • UK and European breakdown cover • Up to £100k legal expenses • Multi-Car Policies • Salvage Retention
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“WHAT S UNDAY S W E R E M AD E FO R ”

To enjoy that Sunday drive* call us on .,&O. &O& O,&?
Our dedicated classics team will ensure you have the right insurance
cover to keep you both protected and enjoying the drive.
*Other days of the week are available, but nothing beats a Sunday morning.

DF0?E?CIL?G1?*.,&

Call us today:
.,&O. &O& O,&

www.lancasterinsurance.co.uk

Proud sponsors of

F; 9>85;'86!P9 KP5!
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DRIVE A
BETTER DEAL

with
PerformanceDirect

Last year thousands of Classic Car 
owners swapped their insurance

to Performance Direct.

Want to find out why?

Don't just renew your insurance –
save money and experience the 

difference with Performance Direct.

0844 573 6571
www.performancedirect.co.uk

Policy Options Include:*

Multi-car policies

Car Club discounts

Agreed values

Limited mileage discounts

FREE foreign use cover
(up to 90 days)

Knowledgeable UK staff
Open 7 days a week

*Subject to underwriting criteria

Performance Direct is a trading name of Grove & Dean Ltd, an independent intermediary who are authorised
and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA). For your security calls may be recorded.

I N S U R A N C E

CLASSIC CAR

To 
advertise 

please call 
Susan 

on 01733 
353381

Insurance
for a lifetime...

Your Classic Cars | Your Everyday Cars | Your Bikes

Your House | Your Business | Your Everything

Let Stewart Miller & Peter James provide

for all your insurance needs.

Then you can rest easy.

“Take my advice and talk
to the experts today about

all your insurance needs
and your next quotation.”

“Take my advice and talk
to the experts today about
all your insurance needs
and your next quotation.”

Stewart Miller Insurance is the trading name of Stewart Miller McCulloch and Co Limited;
Peter James Insurance is the trading name of Peter D James Limited;

both are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

Commercial, Personal & Household

0121 422 2282
www.stewartmillerinsurance.co.uk

Specialist Vehicle & Multi Vehicle

0121 506 6040
www.peterjamesinsurance.co.uk
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Classic Car | Classic Bike | Modern Car | Modern Bike | Kit Car | Collectors | Classic Motor Trade | Household

Classic insurance redefined.

0333 207 6036
or visit footmanjames.co.uk

Tailor your classic car insurance policy to suit your needs.
To discover the Footman James difference, call our friendly UK
team for a quote today.

followus@Footman_James

Policies from

£74**

****

*All cover is subject to insurers terms and conditions, which is available upon request. **Premiumexample based on: 1978MGMidget. Value: £2000.Main policy only and does not include
any FJ+ cover options. All premiums assume the vehicle is not themain car and includes Insurance PremiumTax.Male driver aged over 25 years old, 2000 annual limitedmileage, and full
clean driving licence with no claims or convictions. Member of associated club. PostcodeOX10, vehicle garaged with nomodifications. Includes a £10 arrangement fee.
Footman James is a trading name of Towergate Underwriting Group Limited. Registered in England No. 4043759. Registered Address: Towergate House, Eclipse Park, Sittingbourne Road, Maidstone,
Kent ME14 3EN. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Telephone calls may be recorded. FP ADCC203.11.14

Salvage retention

Driving other classics

Drive to work

Track day cover

Wedding hire cover

and many more

Agreed value

Shows and events

Spare parts cover (up to a limit of £250)

European motoring (up to 35 days per trip)

Breakdown with options to include
European cover and Homestart

Specialist rates for clubmembers

Classic benefits
included*:

Cover options*:
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MOT MADNESS

I
n 2012 an MoT exemption 
was introduced for cars built 
before 1960. This was hailed 
as ‘a good thing’ for classic 
car owners because it would 
cut red tape, and was 
championed by the FBHVC 
and APPHVG who represent 

classic car interests at government level. Their 
exemption plan was in response to EU proposals 
to reform the MoT, which could have threatened 
classics, and in that sense they won a reprieve for 
classic car owners. The two organisations then 
decided to push for a wider rolling exemption of 
all vehicles over 40 years old. As recent news 
stories indicate, this is likely to happen. 

Consultation
You may wonder why you don’t know anything 
about this proposal, despite it being close to 

Classic hire specialist Great Escape Cars has come out 
strongly against the proposal to introduce a rolling MoT 
exemption for vehicles over 40 years old. The fi rm, which 
runs a fl eet of 50 classic rental cars, wants the blanket 
exemption removed and for all cars to be required to pass 
the MoT. Graham Eason, who set up the business in 2006, 
says personal experience has convinced him that the 
exemption is not only short-sighted, but potentially 
dangerous. He has been campaigning for the exemption 
to be reversed, and sets out his argument here. 

becoming law. I know I did. In 2012, when the 
original exemption came in, the FBHVC and 
APPHVG surveyed the former’s members. 
Although only a small percentage responded, 
those people liked the idea. This survey 
constituted the consultation phase of the 
process. If you missed out (and many did) there 
was little point trying to infl uence democracy 
later on. I did and received a rather terse 
response from APPHVG grandee Greg Knight. 
Most of the media missed out too, reporting the 
2012 plans after consultation had closed. 

This time around much the same is 
happening. According to the APPHVG, it in fact 
has nothing to do with them. They told me to 
ask the Department of Transport. So I did. It 
turns out they invited consultation during 2014 
via three online surveys. Fewer than 2000 
people responded. Those people liked the idea, 
so now it will probably happen.

The madness of
MoT exemption

Democracy Rules
I’m all for democracy. Just because I disagree 
with something doesn’t make me right or mean 
that my view should prevail, but this isn’t 
democracy. A limited survey of FBHVC 
members (who disproportionately own pre-
1960 cars) and a little-publicised online survey 
of, statistically speaking, nobody, hardly 
constitutes consultation. 

Still, you might argue, what does it matter if 
the idea is right? Fair point, but I humbly 
suggest it isn’t right, it’s madness. When I wrote 
on this subject on my blog, many people 
disagreed with me. I argued that we need every 
car to be MoT’d for safety reasons. They 
argued that the MoT doesn’t guarantee safety, 
and of course they’re right. Maintenance does 
that. A car can be MoT’d today and be unsafe 
tomorrow, but I suggest that is a different issue; 
the MoT system may be fl awed, but exempting 



Top: Wear in kingpins, wheelbearings 
etc can creep up on you unnoticed.

Above: Classics need brakes checking 
for performance and balance too.

Below: Do you regularly check under 
your car this thoroughly at home?

Poorly aligned headlights can be dangerous for you, and for other road users.

June 2015 MGE 85www.mgenthusiast.com

some cars from it is hardly a step in the 
direction of fi xing it. They also argued that 
MoTs are redundant as drivers can be stopped 
by the police for having an unroadworthy car 
and prosecuted. Of course that’s true, but when 
was the last time you were stopped by the 
police for anything? It’s hardly a Draconian 
deterrent.

My Experience
I have my own personal reasons for objecting to 
the MoT exemption. Obviously I hire out cars. 
We MoT our cars irrespective of legislation. The 
same can’t be said for the cars we use for fi lming, 
and many pre-1960 cars that we are offered are 
lethal. I’m not talking about static props, the 
barn fi nds and dishevelled motors that form 
picturesque backdrops. I’m referring to cars that 
are actually in daily use by their owners. These 
are cars that have been offered to us for fi lming 
by their owners as good, reliable and usable 
classics. Cars that ‘don’t need’ a MoT. 

The people who own these cars are not 
related to Arthur Daley. They’re good, likeable, 
responsible people. They’re the sort of classic 
car owners that Greg Knight referred to when 
he said old car fans tend to be more fastidious 
about maintenance than car owners generally. 
They do care. The trouble is that good intentions 
tend to crumble when faced with a lack of 
knowledge and/or money.

I am not exaggerating the state of the cars and 
the extent of the problem. In the last six months 
we have hired-in many cars for fi lming. Only 
one, a Porsche 356, has actually been 
roadworthy on arrival. The rest have had 
innumerable fundamental safety problems 
ranging from perished tyres to brake faults, non-
existent wipers and indicators. Then there are 
the mechanical faults, a myriad number of 
reliability issues typical of under-used cars.

All of these cars were road legal. When they 
arrived they looked to be in good condition with 
decent bodywork and evidence of care and 
attention, but in each case a brief ramp 
inspection and a short road test revealed major 
issues. In more than one case these weren’t 
hypothetical risks – one car suffered brake 
failure while being loaded onto one of our 
trucks. Luckily it avoided damage, but if it had 

happened on the open road I may not be writing 
this. Every cloud etc. 

Whether or not the MoT would prevent these 
problems is not really the main issue. My point 
is that it is the system we have and it is the one 
that maintains the status quo. Removing some 
cars from this system slackens safety regulation 
on those cars, and they are arguably the cars 
that most need regulation due to their age and 
the nature of their components.

It is probably true that old car owners care 
more and that maintenance creates safety, not 
MoTs, but my own experience demonstrates 
that this system alone does not make cars safe. 
Every car must be subject to an independent 
safety inspection in order to check its 
roadworthiness. The MoT system may not be 
ideal, but surely it is better to change that system 
than to remove it altogether?

So to my mind, MoT exemptions are utter 
lunacy. At Great Escape Cars we will now no 
longer use any car for fi lming that doesn’t 
have a valid MoT, whether it needs one or 
not. I sincerely hope that common sense 
prevails and this blinkered proposal falls at 
the next hurdle, but it would appear we, The 
People, now have little opportunity to 
infl uence that process. 

■ For more details on Great Escape’s 
classic car hire fleet, visit www.great
escapecars.co.uk or call 01527 893733. 
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Since 1 October 2014, UK motorists have no 
longer been required to display a tax disc in 

their vehicles. Indeed, the government no 
longer issues them. For those interested in 

velology and tradition this is a crying shame, 
but there is a solution. Before we get to 
that however, Bill Blackmore gives us a 

potted history of Vehicle Excise Duty 
and the humble tax disc

THE 
HUMBLE

TAX DISC
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TAX DISCS

I
n Great Britain we have 
had a jewel in our 
vehicles for over 90 
years, a beautiful 
gemstone of colour that 
glowed from the corner 
of every windscreen – the 
humble tax disc. And 

now it has been axed. Yet some people feel that 
classic vehicles simply look wrong without one. 
Removing 90 years of history with the stroke of 
a pen does not remove it from our consciousness; 
we know something is missing. 

Before I get to the good news and explain 
how you can turn this state of affairs to your 
advantage, let me take you on a whirlwind tour 
of VED (also commonly known as vehicle tax, 
car tax or road tax) and tax disc history. 
Although vehicle excise duty was fi rst 
introduced in the United Kingdom in 1889, the 
current system of excise duty applying 
specifi cally to motor vehicles wasn’t introduced 
until 1920, and it wasn’t until 1 January 1921 
that it became compulsory to display a tax disc 
on your vehicle. Leading up to this, in 1909 and 
1910 new Finance Acts had come in and as the 
commercial and private use of motor vehicles 
continued to increase, it became apparent that 
the road infrastructure was not really up to the 
growth and that road surfaces were deteriorating 
rapidly. The 1914-18 war years in particular 
boosted vehicle use, and as a result a Royal 
Commission was set up in 1919 to consider 
how best to tackle the problem. 

Their suggestions grew into the Road Traffi c 
Acts of 1919 and 1920. This saw excise duty 
being ring-fenced for road construction, and it 
was paid directly into a special Road Fund from 
1920 until 1937, after which it was treated as 
general taxation. However, even during this 
1920-37 period the majority of the cost of road 
building and improvement came from general 
and local taxation because not enough was 
raised by VED for the upkeep of our roads.    

Back to 1921 and those early discs were made 
from plain grey paper, without perforations; the 
selvedge (as the outer edge of the circular disc 
within its square of printed paper was known) 
was cut or folded to create the main circular 
shape, and they had to be handed in to get a new 
one. But some people kept the old disc instead, 
so in 1923 green was added as a vertical band. 
With the colour printing also came adverts on 
the back by companies like Shell Oils, but this 
was only tolerated for two years 

Perforations arrived in 1938, enabling a 
better tear so that more of the disc remained 
after ham-fi sted people had attacked them. 
However, the perforations were missing from 
1942-1952, perhaps as a result of equipment 
damage during the war. In 1951 the rose, thistle, 
shamrock and daffodil emblems inside the 
vertical band that had been there from the very 
beginning were replaced with the expiry year. 
This was followed in 1954 by perhaps the 
biggest blunder ever in the history of tax discs. 
That year the disc should have had a blue 
vertical stripe with 1954 written on. However, a 
large number of discs were wrongly dated 1953. 
Rather than reprint the whole batch, the wrong 
date was block stamped out and 1954 stamped 
at an angle in the top left of the disc. These in 
particular have become highly collectable. 

The discs continued with various coloured 

bands that were a mixture of horizontal, 
vertical, diagonal and crosses until 1957. Then 
an entirely new design (and arguably a favourite 
of collectors) had the majority of the disc 
coloured, apart from a central horizontal band 
where the details were written. This style was 
only produced for four years, but appeared 
extremely modern after years of design 
stagnation. Also the requirement for discs to 
carry the vehicle’s HP was removed and 
although there were boxes for vehicle weight 
and engine capacity on the 1957-60 discs, most 
were never fi lled in. Occasionally the cc was put 
in the ‘Cap or HP’ box, but by 1959 a blanking 
bar was placed in all those boxes, probably due 
to them being generally dashed out. 

In 1961 the HP and Weight boxes were 
dropped entirely, and a big change brought in 
faded colours within the whole disc. This was a 
completely modern design and allowed for 
better security. The obvious colour change also 
made it clear to the keen bobby when a disc was 
out of date. However, when a brown year came 
around, a Guinness label was reputedly fi tted by 
those trying to avoid payment... 

There were three other major disc style 
changes that occurred before they were 
eventually phased out in 2014. In 1977 digital 
numbering was introduced, OCT 77 being 
replaced by 31:10:77 for example. In October 
of that year both types were in use, but the new 
digital version eventually replaced the old one 
entirely. Apparently Wales beat England to the 
digital age because in 1971 dual language discs 
were brought in and, for some reason, they used 
the digital format from the beginning. 

In 1987 there was another major design 
change, with a wavy line motif being introduced. 
This stayed the course – with certain 
modifi cations – up to October 2003. And 
fi nally, between then and 2014 barcodes and 
holographic elements were incorporated into 
the design. This has helped with computerised 
handling, and also introduced a suffi cient degree 
of complexity to defeat all but the most 
determined of counterfeiters.

Until the early 1960s, all tax discs were fi lled 
in by hand at the issuing offi ce, fi rst with 
fountain pens and good old fashioned dip pen 
and ink, later with the more mundane biro. 
Because of this, an incredibly wide variety of 
writing styles can be seen on historic discs. The 
script was often quite stylised in keeping with 
the high standard of handwriting common to 
the era, though extreme fl ourishes sometimes 
made the writing diffi cult to read. Printed discs 
came in with the DVLA’s centralisation, but 
hand fi lling was still the norm in Post Offi ces 
right up to October 2014, when the requirement 
for displaying tax discs ceased.  

Although it’s no longer legally required to display a tax disc (and many have said good 
riddance to them), there’s nothing to stop you putting one back there if you wish. And 
the good news is you can put virtually anything you want on it. Bill Blackmore and 
John Briscoe formed Creative Tax Discs in 2011 to service that discerning and 
appreciative minority who prefer to treasure something of the past rather than to 
cynically and unceremoniously ditch it. They can produce discs in any combination of 
style, colour, year, month and degree of personalisation that you might want. They can 
even age the discs to give them greater authenticity. If you want your disc to look even 
better, they recommend that you have it hand written – just like the ones you got from 
the Post Off ice back in the day. So if you think your classic looks naked without a tax 
disc, call them on 01226 495230 or visit www.creativetaxdiscs.co.uk 

Three Creative Tax Disc off erings, 
each one appropriate to the year 
of manufacture and place of first 
registration of the car it relates to.









To order call 
08454 504920

Fill in the coupon above and post to: Motoring Books Dept, Freepost RSXY-XXGK-EUYS, Market Harborough, LE16 9EF
Tel: 08454 504920  International Tel: 00 44 1959 542864 Fax: 01858 469 804

BOOK CLUB

£8.96 RRP £11.95

1

MGB

n BUYING & OWNING  n ReSTORATION
n STORY OF AN ICON n SPORTING FUN £5

.9
9

M O T O R I N G  I C O N S

BRITISh leGeNd

£4.49 RRP £5.99

2
£7.46 RRP £9.95

3
£9.71 RRP £12.95

4
£7.49 RRP £9.99

5
£9.71 RRP £12.95

6
£6.74 RRP £8.99

7
£6.74 RRP £8.99

8

£14.96 RRP £19.95

15
£11.24 RRP £14.99

9
£14.99 RRP £19.99

10
£13.49 RRP £17.99

11
£7.49 RRP £9.99

12
£18.75 RRP £25.00

13
£7.49 RRP £9.99

14

£3.71 RRP £4.95

16

£11.21RRP £14.95

17
£14.96 RRP £19.95

18
£12.74 RRP £16.99

19
£18.74 RRP £24.99

20

Kelsey Media uses a Multi Layered Privacy Notice giving you brief details about how we would like to use 
your personal information. For full details visit www.kelseyshop.co.uk or call 01959 543524. If you have 
any questions please ask as submitting your data indicates your consent, until you choose otherwise, that 
we and our partners may contact you about products and services that will be of relevance to you via direct 
mail, phone, email and SMS. You can opt-out at ANY time via email data.controller@kelseypb.co.uk or 
01959 543524.

BOOK CLUB ORDER COUPON


Please debit my  Visa  Visa Debit   MasterCard  Maestro
 I enclose a cheque for £_______ made payable to Kelsey Publishing Ltd.

                                   Maestro only

Card Number:   

Security no:                      Valid from:        /         Expiry date:        /

Maestro issue:               Card holder:   

Signature:   

Title: _____  First name: ________________ Surname:

Address:

Postcode:                                        Tel: 

Email:

Subscriber no:

*POSTAGE: Postage rate per book: UK £2.00 Europe: £4.00 ROW £7.00

____ 1. The A-Z of Jaguar   £11.95 £8.96 ______ ______

____ 2. MGB British Legend £5.99 £4.49 ______ ______

____ 3. Enjoying your Jaguar in England £9.95 £7.46 ______ ______

____ 4. Jaguar six-cylinder Engine (1948-1986) £12.95 £9.71 ______ ______

____ 5. Jaguar E-type £9.99 £7.49 ______ ______

____ 6. Jaguar XK8/XKR £12.95 £9.71 ______ ______

____ 7. Timewarp Classics £8.99 £6.74 ______ ______

____ 8. Classic Car Buyer’s Guide £8.99 £6.74 ______ ______

____ 9. Land Rover: Series 1 to Freelander £14.99 £11.24 ______ ______

____ 10. Mad Minis: The crazy world of modified Minis £19.99 £14.99 ______ ______

____ 11. You & Your New Mini  £17.99 £13.49 ______ ______

____ 12. Classic Test Drive £9.99 £7.49 ______ ______

____ 13. Mini: An intimate biography £25.00 £18.75 ______ ______

____ 14. Mini the making of a motor car  £9.99 £7.49 ______ ______

____ 15. Porsche Boxster – The Complete Story £19.95 £14.96 ______ ______

____ 16. Ford 100E Briefing  £4.95 £3.71 ______ ______

____ 17. Triumph Stag Restoration   £14.95 £11.21 ______ ______

____ 18. Volkswagen Golf GTi  £19.95 £14.96 ______ ______

____ 19. Volkswagen Golf: 5 generations of fun £16.99 £12.74 ______ ______

____ 20. Volkswagen:  The air-cooled era in colour £24.99 £18.74 ______ ______

____ 21. Motoring Icons Mazda MX-5 £5.99 £4.49 ______ ______

____ 22. The Best of Jaguar Sports Cars £5.00 £3.75 ______ ______

____ 23. Classic Touring £6.99 £5.24 ______ ______

QTY  Name of book  RRP Sub price   Postage*   Total

 GRAND TOTAL     ______

£3.75 RRP £5.00

22
£5.24 RRP £6.99

23
£4.49 RRP £5.99

21

25% discount for all subscribers to 
Kelsey Media Motoring magazines

Call 08454 504920 to order
and use offer 
code: MOBC





June 2015MGE 93

Cornwood Farm, Napton Road, Stockton, Southam,Warwickshire CV478HU
Fax: 01926817784 Email: sales@midlandwheels.com

Classic Wheels of Distinction....
Huge range of sizes and wheels available nowHuge range of sizes and wheels available nowHuge range of sizes and wheels available now

Exclusive Importer & DistributorExclusive Importer & DistributorExclusive Importer & DistributorExclusive Importer & DistributorExclusive Importer & DistributorExclusive Importer & Distributor

Tel: 01926 817444
Trade & Export Welcome

www.midlandwheels.com
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Premium Quality Soft Tops & Interior Trim For The Discerning Enthusiast

Europe Wide Mail Order
Re-Trim Service

Items Collected For Factory Re-Trim
Factory Quality Seat Re-Trim Service
New Laser Cut Door & Trim Panels
Factory Quality Carpet Sets Available
Dashboard & Misc Items Re-Trimmed
(Where Available)

Large range of models available.
Please view our website for more information.

World Wide Mail Order

Prestige Autotrim Products Ltd, Oak Tree Place, Expressway Business Park, Birkenhead, CH42 1NS, England

Factory Quality Soft Tops
Large Choice of Makes & Models

Head Office England: +44 (0)151 643 9555 USA Sales: 1800 659 2649Website: www.PrestigeAutotrim.com

Trade Enquiries Welcome

Tonneau & Hood Covers
Wide range of available colours

Seats & Trim Can Be Collected From
Anywhere In Europe.

Cabrio Shield®
A Tailored Solution To Soft Top Protection™

Protect & Preserve Your Soft Top & Windows From:

Concealed Attachment - No Need For Straps
Secure From Wind & Theft

Leakages & wear damage
Opportunist theft of contents
Tree sap, sun damage, dirt build up etc

HOYLE SUSPENSION

Specialist Upgrades for

MGA, MGB & V8, MGC & MGRV8

“the best single improvement that has ever

been made”

See us on Stand 11C in Hall 1 for more information and

to have a chat or contact us via email at

info@hoyle-suspension.co.uk
or visit our website at

www.hoyle-suspension.co.uk

Front Suspension Independent Rear Suspension

Specialists in the repair and

restoration of MG cars

Suppliers of parts for
• MGA • MGB • MGC • Midget • T Type • MGF/TF

Tel: 01246 454527 • Fax: 01246 453681
Albert Street North, Chesterfield, S41 8NP

www.stevemckiesportscars.co.uk

CHESTERFIELD • DERBYSHIRE

STEVE McKIE SPORTSCARSSTEVE McKIE SPORTSCARS

Our Workshop cater for all models of MG Sports
Cars, from pre-war to present day.

We offer routine service work, specialist repairs,
restoration and trimming.
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The Arizona MG Club – nine members with nine great cars 
have nine very different stories to tell of life in the sun

One man’s great passion for 
the CVT automatic TFs
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Midget
Son buys and 
restores the Tulip 
Midget that his dad 
used to own

Y-Type
Beautiful two-tone 
green and cream 
YA is a credit to its 
long-term owner

MGF Wipers 
Step-by-step guide 
to fitting a Brown 
and Gammons 
MGF/TF wiper kit 

MGB 
A new electronic 
fuel injection kit for 
the MGB is tried and 
tested on a BGT

(contents may be 
subject to change)
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JANUARY 2015: THE 
£90,000 MGB, FINISHING 
TOUCH, BIG BRAKE KIT, A 
B0NNEVILLE DREAM, NEC 
REPORT, TECHNICAL Q&A.

FEBRUARY 2015: HES A 
RECORD BREAKER, B V8 
GRAND TOURER, DIY 
SPEEDSTER, METRO TURBO, 
AUTOMOBILIA.
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ENTHUSIAST
the world’s best-selling MG magazine

www.mgenthusuast.com   Twitter: @MGEnthusiastMag
MY UPRATED MIDGET
Quicker, sharper, and painted in Honolulu Blue
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TURNING THE ZT SALOON  INTO A

SUPER STYLISH TWO-DOOR COUPÉ
MIDDLE OF THE ROAD – CANADIAN 

MGA MIXES BEST OF US & UK STYLE

ALSOINSIDENEWSEVENT DIARYNEW PRODUCTS MARKET NEWS & MORE

MGMG

This T-Type was
rebuilt from a 
box of bits

TF1500 Jigsaw

TURBO TF
200bhp on track

MGB TOURER
Built for the long haul

PLUS
 Automobilia
 Technical Q&A
 MG dealer listing

MARCH 2015: TF1500 
JIGSAW, MGB TOURER, TURBO 
TF, MY UPRATED MIDGET, 
TECHNICAL Q&A, MG DEALER 
LISTING.

www.kelseyshop.co.uk or telephone:

APRIL 2015: UNIQUE BY 
DESIGN, PETER STEVENS, THE 
MG 14/40, THE HEALEY 
SPRITE, EIGHT WAYS TO ENJOY 
YOUR MG.

www.kelseyshop.co.uk

MG
ENTHUSIAST
the world’s best-selling MG magazine

www.mgenthusuast.com   Twitter: @MGEnthusiastMag
DIGI-DASH MONTEGO
Is this the only talking Montego left on the road?
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MG SINCE ’05 – A DECADE IN REVIEW STYLING TWEAKS FOR THIS MGB GT

ALSOINSIDENEWSEVENT DIARYNEW PRODUCTSMARKET NEWS & MORE

MGF 1.6 was bought new and entirely on impulse

MGF Madness?

NA MAGNETTE
Friends restore together

185BHP DIESEL
This ZR looks great too!

PLUS Automobilia  Technical Q&A  MGB Roadster on tour

1

MAY 2015: MGF MADNESS?,
DIGI-DASH MONTEGO, NA 
MAGNETTE, 185BHP DIESEL, 
STYLING WEAKS FOR THIS 
MGB GT.
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Andrew Roberts reflects on a month in the world of MGCHEQUERED FLAG

O
ne of the greatest surprises at 
Retromobile in 2010 was the 
appearance in unrestored 

condition of one of the most successful 
K3s of its era, chassis number K3008. 
Although its existence was known, it was 
never a car that I expected to see, the K3 
having long been in the keeping of an 
American collector. Sold even before its 
appearance in Paris, it has since been 
totally restored for its new owner Clint 
Smith, and was scheduled to make its first 
competitive appearance for years, 
certainly since the 1950s, at the MGCC 
race meeting at Brands Hatch this May.

The late Mike Hawke’s painstaking K3 
Dossier tells us some of the car’s history,
and there is surely more to come to light. 
But what I find fascinating is its first owner, 
Enid Riddell, who was clearly a driver of 
some ability and campaigned the car for 
five years. She acquired the MG in 1933,
but it seems that its first racing debut was 
in the hands of MG driver Hugh Hamilton 
at the Manin Beg and Donington before 
Miss Riddell used it.

She is another of those interesting lady 
drivers of the 1930s, when female 
achievements were more likely to be in 

the air than on the ground. On the MG 
scene there were such names as Doreen 
Evans, Dorothy Stanley-Turner and 
Margaret Allan while in France there was 
Hellé Nice, later to become famous as the 
Bugatti Queen, who made her early 
reputation on the Paris/St Raphael Rally. 
Also known as the Rally des Princesses, 
this was an all-women event of over 
1000km that demanded the best of its 
drivers, since it was often run in freezing 
weather on the most testing of roads. 

Such a rally must have seemed ideal 
for the new pairing and Enid Riddell 
certainly proved it, taking second overall 
and a first in class in the 1934 event and 
following this up with Fastest Time of the 
Day on the Pouges les Eaux Hill Climb. By 
any standard this was an impressive 
competition debut for the new driver of 
the K3. Interestingly Motor Sport
highlighted the rally result, indicating that 
this was regarded as a significant event. 
The Rally des Princesses would draw the 
Riddell/K3 combination back to the 
1935/36/38 events with further success, 
including a class win in 1938 and a class 
second in the Racing category on the La 
Turbie Hill Climb in 1936. It was an 

impressive record, but one that has long 
been overlooked in favour of her 
Brooklands contemporaries.

Adding to this K3’s pre-war history, in 
new ownership it ran successfully in the 
Junior Car Club’s Members’ Day at 
Brooklands and later in the JCC High 
Speed Trial, just months before the track
closed for the last time. A wartime 
survivor, it subsequently appeared in 
various UK events until 1952. Now back 
on home ground it can look forward to its 
place in the sun as a notable K3 survivor.

Rallying exploits of K3’s ‘first lady’ recalled
The restoration of her famous Magnette grants Enid Riddell long overdue credit. 
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Classic rallying loses 
its greatest champion 
Philip Young’s untimely death robs historic motorsport of a true innovator.

M
otoring characters like Philip Young are very definitely 
an endangered species in this increasingly risk-averse 
and litigious society. For here was a true enthusiast at 

heart, an exceptional visionary who would never accept ‘no’ for an 
answer, but above all a true adventurer in the tradition of the great 

Victorians. How ironic and tragic that at the end of the Road to 
Mandalay, surely one of his greatest achievements in negotiating 
the first-ever passage of 70 rally crews from Thailand across the 
border into Burma, he was involved in a low speed motor scooter 
accident in which he sustained an ultimately fatal head injury. 

The events that Philip Young and the Endurance Rally 
Association established are now so much a part of the historic 
scene that it is easy to take them for granted. Kicking off with the 
Pirelli Classic Marathon, followed by the Monte Carlo Challenge 
and the Classic Marathon to Morocco, the horizons were ever 
broadening. Who else would have had the audacity to promote 
Peking-Paris or Trans America, both now huge successes, among 
over 60 historic rallies? There was always yet another ambitious 
project in the planning stage. With such events Philip cocked a 
snook at those who said they were impossible, constantly proving 
the opposition wrong. There is no doubt that he was totally driven; 
sometimes he could prove difficult, as many competitors would 
attest, although they invariably came back for another event. But 
he went where diplomats could not (or would not) go, achieving 
the impossible even in countries known as notorious trouble 
spots. Above all, he respected the people and cultures of the 
countries his events passed through and he expected his 
competitors to do likewise. His legacy will be an ongoing 
programme of ambitious events that will continue to provide 
adventure, competition, spectacle, comradeship and fun for 
anyone seeking an antidote to the norm. 

The high-profile Pirelli Classic Marathon was the event that put 
historic endurance rallying firmly on the motorsport map. 

Looking remarkably similar to its 
Paris/St Raphael condition, K3 K3008 
steals the limelight at the 2010 
Retromobile in Paris.
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www.peterbestinsurance.co.uk

30 YEARS OF QUALITY CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE

01376 574000 
 Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

 PBIS only uses High Quality Insurers. 
Terms & Conditions apply

Classic Car  -  Modern Car  -  Classic 4x4  -  Classic Bike  -  Classic Military  -  Classic Commercial

Looking for a NEW policy or just a great deal on your RENEWAL, our
classic car policies deliver exceptional cover at very affordable premiums

Single Car Policies from £75
Multi-Car Discounts up to 50%
Modern & Classic Cars on One Policy
Special Rates for Collections
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FREE Breakdown & Recovery
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Various Mileage Options
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