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*Original coupon only. No use on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase or without original receipt. Valid through 1/5/18.

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 1/5/18*LIMIT 3 - Coupon valid through 1/5/18*

LIMIT 7 - Coupon valid through 1/5/18*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 1/5/18*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 1/5/18*
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LIMIT 3 - Coupon valid through 1/5/18*
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At Harbor Freight Tools, the “Compare” or “comp at” price means that the same item or a similar functioning item was advertised for sale at 
or above the “Compare” or “comp at” price by another retailer in the U.S. within the past 180 days. Prices advertised by others may vary by 
location. No other meaning of “Compare” or "comp at" should be implied. For more information, go to HarborFreight.com or see store associate.

800+ Stores Nationwide • HarborFreight.com

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior purchase.
Coupon good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567.
Offer good while supplies last. Shipping & Handling charges may apply if not
picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented.
Valid through 1/5/18. Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day.

FREE
TH ANY PURCHASE 20%

OF

SUPER COUPON

Limit 1 - Coupon per customer per day. Save 20% on any 1 item purchased. *Cannot be
used with other discount, coupon or any of the following items or brands: Inside Track Club
membership, Extended Service Plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day Parking Lot Sale item,
compressors, floor jacks, saw mills, storage cabinets, chests or carts, trailers, trenchers,
welders, Admiral, Bauer, Cobra, CoverPro, Daytona, Earthquake, Hercules, Jupiter,
Lynxx, Poulan, Predator, StormCat, Tailgator, Viking, Vulcan, Zurich. Not valid on prior
purchases. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/5/18.
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Customer Rating
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$99999999

ITEM 63255/63254 shown
Compare $179.33

SAVE
$99

• 1.3 GPM
• Adjustable

spray nozzle

Customer Rating

$289
99

SAVE
$410

ITEM 68142/61256/61889/60813 shown

$ 9999
Compare

$699.99

SUPER COUPON
Battle Tested

Voted Best Winches
• Weighs 83.5 lbs.
• 21-1/4" L x 10-1/8" H

SUPER
COUPON

$ 99 Compare
$84.99

ITEM   60343/67338 shown

SAVE 
47%

Customer Rating

VALUE

$1645

7 FUNCTION
DIGITAL

MULTIMETER

ITEM 63604/63758
98025/69096/63759/90899 shown

SUPER
COUPON

$ 9999
Compare
09.99

$59
99

ITEM 68053/62160
62496/62516/60569 shown

SAVE
$50

#1SELLING JACKS IN AMERICA

Customer Rating

$159
99

SAVE
$990

$ 99 Customer Rating

30", 5 DRAWER
TOOL CART

Compare $1150
ITEM 61427/63308/69397/95272 shown

• 8100 cu. in. of storage
• 704 lb. capacity
• Weighs 120 lbs.

SUPER
COUPON

Compare
$2700

299
9

Customer Rating

SUPER
QUIET

ITEM 68525/63087/63088, CALIFORNIA ONLY
ITEM 68530/63086/69671/63085 shown

Wheel kit and battery
sold separately.

$59999$59999

SAVE
$2170

SUPER
COUPON

SAVE
66

Customer Rating

Compare
$29.97ITEM 63941/62533/68353 shown

9999

$99
9

Customer Rating

SAVE
$230

$1199911999 ompare
$329.99

ITEM 69727 shown
CALIFORNIA ONLY

ITEM 60363/69730

$99
99

SUPER COUPON

Compare
$60

ITEM 62281
61637 shown

29 PIECE TITANIUM
DRILL BIT SET

SAVE
83%

$ 99$1$ 99

Customer Rating

$999

ITEM 69904
68892 shown

Customer Rating

SAVE
$750

$299
99

$4299942999 Compare
$1049.99

SUPER
COUPON

• Diamond plate steel platform and ramp
• Lift range: 7" – 29-1/2"

$ 9999

Compare
109.99

SAVE
$70

$39
99

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

ITEM 62774/94555 shown

SAVE
$60

$ 99$ 99
Compare

$99.99

ITEM 69106

Customer Rating

$39
99

SUPER COUPON

$ 99
Compare

$71.46

SAVE
76%

ITEM 62321

$16
99

SUPER
COUPON

2599 Compare
$39.94

ITEM 69780/41005 shown

SAVE
54%$17

99

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating• Height range:
12-1/2" to 24"

699699

ITEM 94334

Compare
$9.99SAVE

60%

Customer Rating

$399

$899$899
SAVE
73%

Customer Rating

• Includes compass, sewing kit,
safety pins, fishing line, matches,
fire starting paper,
lanyard and sheath

Compare $29.99

ITEM 63135/61451 shown Compare .

Customer Rating

$6$ 99

SAVE
66%

$49
9

$11
99

Compare $34.40

Customer Rating

ITEM 69286/61960/61777 shown

3 WATT LED RECHARGEABLE
CORDLESS SPOTLIGHT

SUPER COUPON

$ 9999
SAVE 
65%

Includes AC/DC adapter and
12 volt DC cigarette lighter plug.

• 3-1/2 Pumps Lifts Most Vehicles
• Lightweight 34 lbs.

 RAPID PUMP® 1.5 TON 
ALUMINUM RACING JACK 

HITCH RECEIVER MOUNT 
FOR WINCHES

 1750 PSI 
PRESSURE 
WASHER 

8750 PEAK/7000 RUNNING WATTS
13 HP (420 CC)  GAS GENERATOR 
• GFCI outlets

20-60 x 60mm 
SPOTTING SCOPE 
WITH TRIPOD

SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON
AMMO BOX 3/8" DRIVE

PROFESSIONAL
FLEX HEAD RATCHET

Customer Rating  1000 LB. CAPACITY
SWING-BACK 
TRAILER JACK 

 SOLAR ROPE LIGHT 
• Great outdoor 

accent lighting
• Super bright light

EAR MUFFS  1000 LB. CAPACITY 
MOTORCYCLE LIFT 

 8" HUNTING KNIFE 
WITH SURVIVAL KIT 

$79
9ITEM 61733

90714 shown

SUPER
COUPON

6.5 HP  (212 CC) OHV
HORIZONTAL SHAFT 

GAS ENGINE  
12,000 LB. ELECTRIC WINCH 
WITH REMOTE CONTROL AND 

AUTOMATIC BRAKE

 2 PIECE, 1500 LB. CAPACITY
 VEHICLE DOLLIES 

$44
99



YOURCAMPMATES
STORY AND PHOTO BY JOSHUA SWANAGON

LOCKED ON

D
eer camp is a very serious thing.

Sometimes.
It’s that time of year when friends and family get

together to return to our roots, spend some quiet time with
nature, fill our freezer and sit around camp swapping lies
about the one that got away. This is a time of reflection,
preparation and shenanigans.

If you have ever spent any time in a deer camp, then you
know the types of hazards that can be present when your
friends and family are involved. I remember one year that
one of our cousins brought a huge blow-up mattress. It was
queen size and about two and half feet tall. It’s not that the
rest of us—who were sleeping on cots—were jealous, just
opportunistic.

One night, we waited until he went to the bathroom, and
we let most of the air out of his mattress. When he came
back, he couldn’t believe that it had gone down so much.
But, unflinchingly, he refilled it.

Shortly after, he went back into the bathroom to get him-
self cleaned up for the night, and we deflated his mattress
again. He seemed a little more perturbed this time around,
and started looking for the problem. When nothing stood
out as an issue that could cause such calamity, he filled it
back up again.

Ultimately, for the final
straw, we waited until
he went outside for a
few minutes, and we
released the air one more
time. Upon entering the
lodge, he lost it. He tore
the bedding off, got a bowl of water with dish soap in it and
rubbed it all over the bed, frantically looking for bubbles.
His brother, who was sleeping in the cot next to him, finally
said, “Do you get the feeling they’re messing with you?” It
was at that point that the entire lodge erupted in laughter.

You might be asking what this story has to do with knives.
The answer is: nothing. It is just an anecdote to help you
relive some of your best deer camps and get you ready and
excited for this year’s big hunt.

But it also has a moral. When something like this happens
to you in deer camp, before you get excited and start
frantically looking for the cause, first look to those around
you. You just might be the cheap entertainment for the rest
of camp.

Stay sharp and keep it real. KI

The White Fang from
TOPS Knives has
assisted in processing a
few deer in camp.

KNOW

“THIS IS A TIME 
OF REFLECTION, 

PREPARATION AND 
SHENANIGANS.”
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BY KNIVES ILLUSTRATED STAFF

POINTS OF INTEREST

D
id you ever wonder what a day in the life is
like for Knife Rights’ founder and Chairman
Doug Ritter? We certainly did, which is why we
approached the topic.

We asked him what is the most common call or email he
gets from knife owners, and he didn’t have to think long 
about the question.

“It’s usually because of an arrest for carrying a knife,” he 
says. “Hardly a week goes by without such a contact and 
most weeks there are more than one.”

While those callers are generally very unhappy over their 
arrest, Ritter notes, “all too often they have contributed to 
their problems by their statements to law enforcement.” He 
off ered some thoughts on the subject. 

What’s Typical
Ritter explained that it’s not unusual that they claim to 
carry for self-defense with the expectation that it is a legal 
defense. In too many cases, however, that’s an invitation 
to arrest, he says. Many state and local regulations prohibit 

carry of a knife, or any weapon, with “intent to do harm,” or
some similar restriction.

Ritter says some offi  cials may interpret the law to term the 
admission of carrying for self-defense equates to carry with 
intent to do harm, and thereby illegal. 

While you may fi nd that off ensive, particularly in larger 
metropolitan areas, it is a pretty sure way to get arrested, ac-
cording to Ritter. While Knife Rights may be able to refer you 
to a good attorney, the not-insubstantial legal bill is going 
to be on you. Worse, if it goes bad, it can be a life-changing 
event that can dog you for the rest of your life. 

When questioned by law enforcement, Ritter suggests that 
you say that you carry your knife as a tool, rather than for 
self-defense. If otherwise legal to carry, asserting that it is 
just a tool might be a way to avoid additional trouble. How-
ever, Ritter added that you can always remain silent. KI

BY THE
NUMBERS

01
For general 

purpose reading, 
there is additional 

information on 
the Knife Rights 

website.

02
The author is Evan 

Nappen, Knife 
Rights’ primary 

attorney.

03
Go to 

tinyurl.com/
KnifeArrest.
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TYPICAL DAY, TYPICAL QUESTIONS AT KNIFE RIGHTS 
IS SLENCE GOLDEN?

“ … IT CAN BE A LIFE-CHANGING 
EVENT THAT CAN DOG YOU FOR THE 

REST OF YOUR LIFE.”
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R6N .................................. 6 length .............................. .
R7N .................................. 8”length ..............................$7.95
R10N ................................... 10”length .............................$7.95
R13N .................................. 13”length .............................$8.95

KT231 .................................. 1-5/16 X3-1/2 ..............................$12.95
KT232 .................................. 1-1/4”X4” ..............................$12.95

KT101 .................................. 1-1/4 X9-1/2 ..............................$19.95
KT124 .................................. 1-3/8”X13-1/2” ..............................$21.95

KT116 ............. 1-1/2”X5” ............. $16
KT106 .............1-1/4”X5-1/2” ............. $16.95
KT104.............1-1/2”X5-1/2” .............$16.95
KT121 ............. 2”X5-1/2” ............. $16.95
KT117 ........... 1-3/16”X6-1/2” .......... $16.95
KT103 ............ 1-3/4”X6-3/4” ........... $16.95
KT111 .......... 1-7/8”X7-1/8” .......... $16.95
KT102 ........... 1-7/8”X7-3/4” ............ .$16.95

KY301 ....................................... Black ....................................$3.99
KY302 .................................. Hunter Orange ...............................$4.45
KY304 .................................. Olive Drab Green .............................$4.45
KY305 .................................. Blood Red ..............................$4.45
KY306 .................................. Neon Pink ..............................$4.45
KY307 ................................... Storm Gray .............................$4.45
KY308 .................................. Tiffany Blue .............................$4.45

JS900 .................................. Molding Press ..............................$89.95
JS901 .................... Replacement Foam for Press (2 pcs) ..........................$12.95

AG524....12”X24”....9-10oz.Leather...$44.95
WV418 ....12” X 24”....12oz. Leather ... $49.95

LEATHER

JANTZ PREMIUM LEATHER SHEATHS MADE IN USA

Jantz Kydex Moldin KYDEX SHEATH MATERIAL 12” x 12” x .080”

Pouch Style Sheath Snap Style Sheath

Fillet Sheath

CORDORA CASE
PREMIUM QUALITY

See Website
for Additional 

Thicknesses

All of our leather is 100% natural
vegetable tanned top grain cow-
hide. Excellent for tooling, works
well with dye, oil and antique
finishing. Ideal for sheaths hol-
sters, cases and many other craft
projects. 12” x 24”

Durable protective cases for
your projects. Featuring a
black Cordura exterior and
soft fabric interior. Black
poly foam padding and a
nylon zipper.

Made from the best quality 8-9 oz. vegetable tanned top grain leather. Every custom knife deserves a custom shea
sheaths must be cased (wetted) an for fitte to your individual knife. Strap style sheaths include the snas for y

Made in the USA.  Featuring an innovative ratcheting mechanism
which maintains even tension while locking the press; single hand 
closure, lock, and release.  This molding press allows you to set and 
walk away while the thermal molding foam sets your heated Kydex to 
the size and shape needed.  Made with 3/16” steel plate.  Comes with two 
pieces of 8” x 12” x 1” thick high quality foam.  9 lbs/cf density, 225°F 
heat rating.  Replacement foam is available.

Kydex is a thermoplastic material used to make formed sheaths for your 
knives.  It is cut to shape, formed by use of a heat gun then held firmly 
together with rivets, eyelets, or glue.   Also a great holster material.  
Basic instructions are included.  Kydex is 12” x 12” x .080”.

Measurements listed 
are the inside dimensions.

Measurements listed
are the inside dimensio

Measurements listed 
are the inside dimensions.

OTHER SIZES & BLACK LEATHER
COMING SOON!

High Quality
Stitching

Maker - Gustavo T

PROVIDING QUALITY AND SERVICE
TO KNIFEMAKERS FOR OVER 50 YEARS



NA72036 .................... 36 Grit ...........$12.50
NA72050 .................... 50 Gr ......$12.50
NA72060 .................... 60 ..$ 9.95
NA72080 ................... 9.95
NA72120 .............. 25

GJ011 .................... Yellow..........................$6.95
GJ111 .................... Black...........................$6.9
GJ211 .................... Red.............................$
GJ271 .................... Coyote..........................$6
GJ281 .................... Earth............................$6
GJ311 .................... Orange.........................$6.9
GJ411 .................... Blue.............................$6.95
GJ511 .................... Olive Drab...................$6.9
GJ651 .................... Purple...........................$6.95
GJ811 .................... Pink..............................$6
GJ911 .................... Tan...............................$6.
GJ1111 .................. White...........................$6.9
GJ1211 .................. Ivory............................$6.9
GJ1311 .................. Light Gray....................$6.95
GJ1411 .................. Dark Gray.....................$6.95

NBU ess than 0.59” x 4”............$16.00
NBU10 ...... 1” x 4 1/2”......................$24.30
NBU104 .... ......... 1.18” x 4 1/2”...................$32.40
NBU105 ................. 1.37” x 4 1/2”...................$40.50
NBU108 ................. 1.57” x 4 1/2”...................$48.60

KT200 .......... 8 leather rings............$2 99SL101 ......... Stacked Birch Bark..........$18.95

1/32” x 5” x 10”

SANDING BELTSBLADE STEEL

GIRA

G10 LINERS

B RK

2” x 72”

See Website for
Additional Sizes and Grits

Ceramic belts for metal removal.  Lasts longer on 
hard-to-grind metals. Cuts faster and keeps cooler, 
with less pressure, than any other ceramic belt.

Our scales are matched to 
coordinate but each piece is 
unique in color pattern.  Sold in 
sets of 2.  These are sold by size 
only.  If you need a certain color,  
see website for actual sets.

Each Birch Bark shingle measures 
approx. 4.5” and is nicely matched for 
color and figure. Once handle is shaped 
it can be sealed traditionally by soaking 
in Linspeed Oil (LS101) for several weeks. 
For a faster seal, use Thin CA Glue (JE204) 
to set your bark.

Maker:
Olamic Cutlery

Maker: 
Ricardo Romano Bernardes

Payne

Cleveland

Just what you need to make a stacked 
leather handle for your hidden tang 
blade.  Oval shaped, each measures 
approximately 1 1/2” x 1 1/4” x 1/8” thick. 
The notch is .158” x .450”.  
Eight leather rings is equal to 1” of 
handle.

Using 1/4” Orange G10 Scales

Below is only a small selection of steel offered by JANTZ. If you do
not see what you need, call or go to our website for entire stock list.
Shown in 18” lengths (with the exception of 15N20), also available
in 36” lengths.

g Z.

THICK WIDE MILL FINISH BLANCHARD PRECISION
1/8" 1 1/2" YF318 - $ 25.43 XD318 - $ 32.93 XD0815 - $ 47.93
5/32" 1 1/2" YF518 - $ 32.24 XD518 - $ 39.74 XD1015 - $ 54.74
3/16" 2" YF728 - $ 51.82 XD728 - $ 61.82 XD1220 - $ 81.82
1/4" 2" YF818 - $ 51.10 XD818 - $ 61.10 XD1620 - $ 81.10

CAT# THICK WIDE FINISH PRICE
EB218 1/8” 1 1/2" BRIGHT FINISH $ 7.28
EB228 1/8” 2" BRIGHTFINISH $ 10.24

CAT# THICK WIDE FINISH PRICE
XN152 .049" 1 1/2" BRIGHT FINISH $ 2.95
XN252 .049" 2" BRIGHT FINISH $ 3.95

THICK WIDE MILL FINISH BLANCHARD PRECISION
1/8" 1" HF118 - $ 24.95 HU118 - $ 29.95 HG118 - $ 39.95
1/8" 1 1/2" HF218 - $ 37.43 HU218 - $ 44.93 HG218 - $ 59.93
5/32" 1 1/2" HF318 - $ 47.45 HU318 - $ 54.95 HG318 - $ 69.95
3/16" 2" HF518 - $ 76.27 HU518 - $ 86.27 HG518 - $106.27

THICK WIDE MILL FINISH BLANCHARD PRECISION
3/32" 1" LF108 - $ 18.94 LU108 - $ 23.94 LG508 - $ 33.94
1/8" 1" LF118 - $ 24.45 LU118 - $ 29.45 LG618 - $ 39.45
5/32" 1 1/2" LF318 - $ 46.48 LU318 - $ 53.98 LG818 - $ 68.98
3/16" 1 1/2" LF418 - $ 56.04 LU418 - $ 63.54 LG918 - $ 78.54

THICK WIDE MILL FINISH BLANCHARD PRECISION
1/8" 1 1/4" AF128 - $ 22.58 AU128 - $ 28.83 AG528 - $ 41.33
1/8" 2" AF228 - $ 36.14 AU228 - $ 46.14 AG628 - $ 66.14
5/32" 1 1/2" AF318 - $ 34.35 AU318 - $ 41.85 AG718 - $ 56.85
3/16" 1 1/2" AF418 - $ 41.42 AU418 - $ 48.92 AG818 - $ 63.92

THICK WIDE MILL FINISH BLANCHARD PRECISION
1/8" 1 1/2" CF518 - $ 27.31 CU518 - $ 34.81 CG718 - $ 49.81
5/32" 1 1/2" CF618 - $ 29.42 CU618 - $ 36.92 CG818 - $ 51.92
3/16" 2" CF758 - $ 46.93 CU758 - $ 56.93 CG958 - $ 76.93
1/4" 2" CF958 - $ 50.08 CU958 - $ 60.08 CG1058 - $ 80.08

15N20

CPM
®
 S35VN

®

CPM S30V

154CM

440C

52100 (UHB 20C15) Bearing Steel

CPM
®

REX M4

D2

CAT# THICK WIDE FINISH PRICE
JF428 3/16" 2" MILL FINISH $ 66.02
JF528 1/4" 2" MILL FINISH  $ 79.01

BLADE STEEL

COMPETITION
STEEL
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06 UCO Gear
MINI FLATPACK GRILL
For the backpacker who lives by the “leave no trace” rule, the UCO 
Gear Mini Flatpack Grill is perfect for you, because you can have it set 
up and ready to start. The Mini Flatpack Grill lets you can have your 
grill set up and ready to start cooking in less than a minute. With its 
fold-fl at design, it can fi t anywhere in your pack or car so you have it 
with you on the trail or at the game, ready to provide hot food for your 
hungry group. The stainless steel construction allows you to throw it 
right in the dishwasher when you get home.

01 GoPro
HERO 5 BLACK 
Life is an adventure and you never know where it’ll take you. But, 
odds are, somewhere along the road you’ll experience memorable 
occasions that deserve to be preserved. The compact size of the GoPro 
Hero 5 Black ensures you can have your camera with you wherever you 
are. With the new rugged waterproof housing, you can be sure that 
whether life takes you to the top of a mountain looking down on some 
fresh powder, or snorkeling in the ocean looking at some cool coral 
reefs, your Hero 5 will be right there with you taking in as much as you. 

02 WorkSharp
E5 ELECTRIC SHARPENING SYSTEM
Over the years WorkSharp has provided sharpening solutions for knife 
enthusiasts the world over. Now, with the E5 Electric Sharpening 
System, WorkSharp has taken it to the kitchen. While embroiled in 
preparing the evening’s feast is not the time to worry about sharpen-
ing your knife, unless, of course, your sharpener can take care of the 
job in quick time. The E5 Electric Sharpening System ends the struggle 
by giving you a solution that will allow you to keep your kitchen 
cutlery sharp on the fl y.

03 Hogue
EX-A05 AUTOMATIC
Since coming on the knife scene, Hogue has been making big waves 
with high-quality knives that are built with hard use in mind. With 
their new EX-A05, Hogue has built onto their already wildly popular 
X5 folder line by making it automatic. With all of the bans on 
automatic knives being lifted around the nation, this is going to be 
a runaway success. The Hogue EX-A05 Automatic adds speed to 
dependability and does it with style.

Features
• 2-inch touch display with simplified controls
• Video resolutions up to 4K at 30 frames per second
• Professional quality 12MP photos
• Auto-upload of photos and video to cloud when 

camera is charging
• Voice control with support for 7 languages 

(additional languages coming)
• Simple, 1-button control
• Waterproof without a housing to 33 feet (10m)
• Compatible with existing GoPro mounts, including 

Karma

Stereo audio recording and advanced 
ind-noise reduction
ofessional-grade electronic video 

tabilization
stortion-free wide-angle video and photos 
ith new linear-view setting

AW and WDR photo modes
PS

RP: $399.99
Pro.com 05 Lester River Bushcraft

NORTHWOODS PONCHO
It is obvious that Lester River Bushcraft builds their products to outlive 
the conditions they will face. The Northwoods Poncho is no diff erent. 
With the 550 cord around the edges, it was designed with endless 
scenarios in mind. The supplex channel along the bottom edges also 
allows for cordage to be run through for further options, such as using 
it for an under-quilt on a hammock. This poncho is so well-thought-
out with so many options, that it would be impossible to list them all, 
it is up to your imagination. With the extreme high quality of the build, 
you will have many, many years to fi nd new uses.

Features
• 54 x 82 inches
• Supplex binding around the full perimeter 
• 550 cord sewn to the poncho on both 82-inch 

sides; this cordage is tacked down approximate-
ly every 3 inches, creating a versatile tie-out 
system. 

• A supplex channel sewn into each of the 54-inch 
sides, allowing for different types of cordage to 
be threaded through for use with a hammock, 

eating a field-expedient under-quilt.
Boreal shirt pocket, including the 

ecurity pocket with D-rings
arm sleeves on the inside of the poncho 
mitless configuration options

SRP: $310 hooded/$290 
n-hooded
Bushcraft.com

Features
• 120-grit belt
• Leather-lined sharpening guides
• One-touch programming
• Microforge
• Expandable

• Designed to sharpen high-tech steels
• 8-inch coarse and fine ceramic honing rod

MSRP: $235
WorkSharpTools.com

04 Goal Zero
VENTURE 70
Over the recent years, there have been a lot of very useful recharge-
able, electronic innovations that have come to enhance our outdoors 
experience, such as GPS devices, location devices, camera equipment, 
etc. However, it can be a real drag being out in the fi eld and having 
your battery die. Goal Zero has recently released the Venture 70, a 
rugged charging device that can help keep your GoPro and other 
important equipment going on the fl y. Never be caught in the fi eld 
with dead equipment again with the Venture 70.

Features
• 20-40 hours charging time
• Li-ion NMC
• 18650 by LG chem
• 66.9 Wh (3.78V, 17,700mAh)
• Hundreds of lifecycles
• Keep plugged in, or charge every 3-6 months
• No fuses
• Charging and low-battery protection built-in

USB port (output): 5V, up to 2.4A (12W max), 
gulated
B-micro port (input): 5V, up to 3A (15W max)

hite 65-lumen LED
ight: 1 pound

mensions: 6.4 x 3.7 x 0.9 inches

RP: $40
alZero.com

Features
• Blade Material: CPM154 stainless steel
• Blade Length: 3.5 inches
• Overall Length: 8.15 inches
• Closed Length: 4.75 inches
• Blade Thickness: 0.15 inch
• Weight: 4.66 ounces
• Operation: Automatic button deployment
• Locking Mechanism: Button lock with manual 

afety (locks open and closed)
andle Material (Frame): 6061-T6 

anodized aluminum
ocket Clip: Stainless steel, ambidex-
rous, deep pocket carry 

SRP: $229.95
ogueInc.com

Features
• Serves 2-3 people
• Compact
• Stainless steel
• 9 x 6.75 inches grilling area
• 2 pounds

• Dimensions Packed: 9.5 x 8 x 1.5 inches
• Sets up in 30 seconds 

MSRP: $39.99
UCOGear.com   KI
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BALISONG
RENAIS 
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SANCE
THE BUTTERFLY KNIFE MAKES A  

RESURGENCE IN POPULARITY
STORY BY ARMANDO BASULTO,  

PHOTOS BY ARMANDO BASULTO AND MANUFACTURERS
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Left: Benchmade 87 
has solid weight and 
flips smoothly. 

Modern-day balisong shoppers are a 
discerning group. They collect their 
“balis” for rarity, beauty and most of 
all, “flippability.” They hunt for the 
perfectly balanced combination of 
weight, size and pleasing aesthetic 
lines. This has also lead to a cottage 
industry of balisong parts, with 
custom makers crafting everything 
from handles to screws and pins to 
stylized blades. Even the market for 
balisong trainers (the blade replaced 
by a dulled, but properly weighted 
facsimile) has expanded, with many 
makers creating high-end models.

Benchmade 87
The newest entry 
into the Benchmade 
Balisong line-up is 
the long-awaited 
Benchmade 87. From 
stem to stern, the 87 
is meant to please 
the new generation 
of balisong fans, 
while pushing the 
envelope on the use 
of newer materials, shape and blade 
profile. The sleek and clean sweep of 
the CPM-S30V blade, which blends so 
seamlessly with the milled titanium 
handles, has an eye-catching and 
unique Wharncliffe design. This is a dis-
tinctive profile choice for a balisong 
that also allows for an appropri-
ate blade mass to balance with 
the beefy handles, helping 
to make slick openings a 
breeze. 

T
he renaissance is here!
Anyone walking around 
this year’s BLADE show 
would have quickly 

noticed a rather large representa-
tion of younger conventioneers in 
attendance. Equally remarkable is 
that many of them were dexterously 
flipping knives—playfully spinning 
their blades in complicated swirls 
and tosses like it was a psycho-
path’s fidget spinner. The click-clack 
of these unique double-handled 
knives could be heard throughout 
the convention floor. 

It seems that the balisong knife has 
made a comeback after several years 
of obscurity.

Resurgence
“What we are seeing is a renaissance 
of the balisong,” says Ben Peterson of 
BladeHQ. “Knife manufacturers are 
waking up to this. Twenty years ago, 
if you wanted a balisong, you had 
Benchmade and maybe some custom 
makers. Now—with social media 
platforms like Instagram—makers, 
collectors and ‘flippers’ are connecting 
directly and driving the design, market 
and production of new balisongs.” 

The main impetus of this balisong re-
vival are kids and millennials who col-
lect these blades for their uniqueness 
and enjoy the friendly competition of 
trying to out-stylize other flippers with 
new moves and chains of flips, aerials, 
hand switches and limb-defying catch-
es. (One particularly terrifying move, 
fittingly called The Van Gogh, involves 
tossing the spinning balisong toward 
your face then reaching behind your 
head with your other arm to catch and 
close the blade right next to your ear).

SPECS
BENCHMADE 87 
TI BALI-SONG
Overall Length: 10 inches
Blade Length: 4.50 inches
Blade Material: CPM-S30V
Handle Length: 5.50 inches
Handle Material: Titanium
Weight: 5.37 ounces
MSRP: $600.00

1:1
ACTUAL 

SIZE

16 KNIVES ILLUSTRATED • NOVEMBER 2017 knivesillustrated.com



1:1
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SIZE

The Benchmade 
Balisong

It all started in late 1979, with the 
desire of one young man. Les de 
Asis wanted to make a knife that he 
remembered from his childhood. 

The company he founded, Bench-
made, has become instrumental in 
the history of the balisong. Originally 
established as Pacific Cutlery Compa-
ny in California in 1988, the company 
changed its name to Benchmade 
following its move to Oregon in 
1990, and has, from its beginnings, 
established itself as the first reliable 
source for quality balisongs in the 
USA. 

This long history has always placed 
Benchmade on the cutting edge of 
balisong development and set a high 
standard—often emulated but rarely 
replicated. Even the iconic butterfly 
logo of the company, etched into 
every blade, plays respectful homage 
to the instrumental role the balisong 
knife played in the history of the 
brand.

The thick 5.5-inch handles are milled
from billets of quality titanium with
perfect precision, attention to detail,
and a sandblasted coating
Though the two handles to
first appear too bulky for th
average-sized hands, one ju
pick up the 87 to feel how e
machined so that the
shaped grooves sit
comfortably into the
hand. The latch uses a
magnetic locking sys-
tem, which keeps the
latch in place when
flipping, or locked
when closed. There
is no greater buzzkill

“IT SEEMS THAT THE BALISONG KNIFE HAS 
MADE A COMEBACK AFTER SEVERAL YEARS 

OF OBSCURITY.”

Left: The Benchmade 
87 has a rugged yet 
smooth design.

Left: The ingenious
Benchmade 87 magnet-
ic lock keeps the latch
in place.

Right: The Benchmade 
87 comes with quality 
cocoon-style nylon 
sheath.

than to be in the middle of a balisong 
fl ipping trick and have the knife-latch 
lock the handles together.
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Bear OPS  
Bear Song II
As balisong manufacturers forge 
ahead with new materials and styliz-
ing, the price point rises, oftentimes 
dissuading those looking for an entry 
level balisong. Bear & Son have always 
been the go-to for affordable balisongs 
and their new Bear OPS Bear Song 
II B-200 is the perfect blade for the 
novice.

Designed for Bear Ops by BRS 
(Bladerunners Systems, an original 
balisong manufacturer started by 
dedicated “flippers”), the Bear Song 
II is intended to please young flippers. 
The blade is in a clip point style made 
from 1095 high carbon steel with a 
partially skeletonized spine for styling 
and reduced mass that balances nicely 
with the just-right grippy G-10 handles. 
For the tenderfoot balisong player, this 
edition comes with an interchangeable 
training blade that is easily swapped 
out with a T10 Torx bit (which also 
helps adjust the tightness on the 
handles for smoother flipping).

SPECS
BEAR OPS BEAR SONG
II B-200
Overall Length: 9.875 inches
Blade Length: 3.375 inches
Blade Material: 1095 high carbon steel
Handle Length: 5.375 inches
Handle Material: G-10
Weight: 4.5 ounces
MSRP: $142.49

“MODERN-DAY 
BALISONG SHOPPERS 

ARE A DISCERNING 
GROUP. THEY COLLECT 

THEIR ‘BALIS’ FOR 
RARITY, BEAUTY 

AND MOST OF ALL, 
‘FLIPPABILITY.’”

Right: The Bear 
Song II comes with 
interchangeable trainer 
blade for safely learning 
flips and tricks.
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Above: The Benchmade
87 (top) and Bear Ops
Bear Song II (below).

1:1
ACTUAL 

SIZE

A Rich History
The balisong, or butterfly knife, 
is inexorably connected to the 
Malaya-Polynesian islands and the 
Philippines—Filipino Martial Arts in 
particular. Most historians place the 
origins of this unique blade as early 
as the zenith of the T’ang Dynasty 
around 800 A.D. There is also some 
evidence of early European knives 
with bi-fold handles that appear 
similar to what we now recognize as 
the balisong, but there is no evidence 
that it was manipulated or used in the 
same fashion as we see today. 

The original Filipino knife derives its 
name from a small town or “barrio” 
of the Batangas region of the Philip-
pines. The town and its bladesmiths 
became renowned for producing 
these blades. The art of creating 
the “Balisung” knife is passed down 
from elder bladesmith to apprentice 
relatives. When translated, the word 
divides into “bali” which means to 
break and “sung” meaning horn, since 
early models of the knife were made 
with animal horn. Hence the original 
moniker for the butterfly knife was 
“The Broken Horn Knife.”

Emerson Balisong
But not everyone sees the balisong 
only as a high-speed, sharp fidget- 
spinner. A name synonymous with 
tactical folders is Ernest Emerson. The 
Emerson CQC-6 and CQC-7 folders are 
closely associated with the Special 
Operations community and their 
adoption by many military and federal 
agencies is a de-facto endorsement of 
Emerson’s focus on the tactical effec-
tiveness of all its folders. The Emerson 
Balisong is first and foremost intended 
as a functioning tactical folder and the 
first open-close flip will attest to its 
superior workmanship.

The G-10 handles are just grippy 
enough to not interfere with complex 
flipping tricks, and are easily inter-
changeable with different scales for 
those who wish to pimp their blade. 
The ubiquitous Emerson wave on 
the back of the blade looks, at first 
glance, as if it would interfere with 
some advanced opening and closing 
techniques, but instead serves the 
original purpose: a secure rest for the 
finger when using the blade. 

Ernest Emerson’s balisong is influenced 

by his years spent studying the martial 
applications of the butterfly knife and 
he feels that, contrary to popular opin-
ion of this blade as solely a flipper-toy, 
the balisong’s unique design makes it a 
superior folder. Emerson believes that 
there is a tactical weakness to most 
folding knives that a balisong address-
es with its unique design. 

“Every knife lock can be defeated with 
the right or wrong condition. Blade 
locks fail!” Emerson emphasizes. “The 
balisong is a folding knife that once 
you have a grip on it, it cannot close 
accidentally; an almost undefeatable 
‘locking system.’ If my hands are 
around it, it’s not folding!” 

In keeping with the tactical purpose 
of the Emerson Balisong, the opening 
is smooth, quick and efficiently 
indexes to a secure grip. The trademark 
Emerson wave is featured on the blade 
for its original intended purpose: as 
a thumb ramp for precision cutting/
stabbing. This combative balisong is 
balanced with a blade-heavy bias to 
allow the handle to swivel effortlessly 
from a drop-draw or pocket deploy-
ment. 
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SPECS
EMERSON BALISONG
PROTOTYPE
Overall Length: 9.1 inches
Blade Length: 3.8 inches
Blade Material: 154 CM
Handle Length: 5.3 inches
Handle Material: G-10
Weight: 4.1 ounces
MSRP: N/A

Top Left: The Emerson
trademark wave works
as a thumb ramp.

Right: The Emerson
Balisong prototype
is easily recognizable
by the profile and
distinctive wave.

Bottom Left: The
Emerson Balisong
Prototype promises
smooth openings and
the tactical capability
expected from Emerson
Knives.

1:1
ACTUAL

SIZE

Contact
Benchmade
(503) 496-1853
Benchmade.com

Bear OPS
(256) 435-2227
BearAndSonCutlery.
com

Emerson Knives
(310) 539-5633
EmersonKnives.com

“WHETHER YOU EMBRACE THE BALISONG AS 
A HANDY TACTICAL/UTILITY KNIFE OR AS A 
FUN FLIPPER, IT IS A GOOD TIME FOR THESE 

BUTTERFLY KNIVES.”

Emerson is now working with input 
from a community of balisong fl ippers 
to create a separate line of fl ipper 
balisongs.

Renewed Benefi t
Blade collectors will be able to 
benefi t from the current renaissance 
of balisongs, as more makers and 
manufacturers contribute to the mix. 
Just be sure to check your local laws 
and ordinances to make sure that the 
balisong is legal in your state or town. 
Whether you embrace the balisong as 
a handy tactical/utility knife or as a 
fun fl ipper, it is a good time for these 
butterfl y knives.  KI
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camillusknives.com/KIL

CONQUER YOUR WORLD.
Tested and approved by Les Stroud, the knives in this heritage series are expertly 
designed to survive the toughest tasks. Titanium bonded. Built to perform. 
No matter the challenge, consider it conquered.

At the edge of the jungle, the world feels different.  
     The air is dense, and anything is possible. 
                  I pause to appreciate the challenge.

      One decision can be the difference between survival and failure. 
                 My senses are heightened. My mind is prepared.

                     It’s time to go big. 

SHAMAN
THE SPIRIT OF SHARP

TM



DOMINATE  
HUNT

THE FIDDLEBACK BUSH HERMIT PROVES ITS VERSATILITY
STORY AND PHOTOS BY KEVIN ESTELA

THE
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Bottom Right: The Bush
Hermit provided for
this review came with
a beautiful handmade
sheath from Diomedes
Industries. This sheath
features a drop carry
adapter with firesteel
loop.

The comfort is achieved through a
combination of tapering of the tang,
rounding the squared edges and
finishing the handle with progressively
finer abrasive and polishing belts. I
used the Bush Hermit in a variety of
tasks found in and around the hunting
camp. Regardless of what grip I used,
the Bush Hermit was comfortable and
produced no hot spots.

What is necessary to mention is the
absence of a ferro-rod sharp spine
found on many survival knives. Long
before the recent “survival craze,”
knives with spines like this were
considered unfinished. Andy Roy pur-
posely rounds his spines to eliminate
any stress points, as well as making
the knife more comfortable when
pinched by the blade near the tip. If the
outdoorsman can carry a ferro rod, he
can carry a scraper. In a real bind—even
though it will dull the edge slightly and
isn’t advised as the primary method—
the outdoorsman could use the edge

A
dd hunting to its
already impressive list
of field uses.
Recently, Fiddleback

Forge released a new model, the
Bush Hermit, to their popular
custom and mid-tech knife lineup.
Already popular with outdoorsmen
with interests in camping and bush-
craft, the Bush Hermit is designed to
be an all-purpose field knife with a
belly designed for slicing. Its overall
configuration makes it well-suited for
use as a hunting knife, as well as an
heirloom-quality blade, worthy to be
passed down for generations to come.

I recently had an opportunity to test
one of these blades and was not going
to miss out on the chance to put it
through the ringer, to evaluate how it
would or wouldn’t work as a hunting
knife.

Comfort in Hand
Fiddleback Forge has earned a
reputation in the knife community
as producing some of the most
aesthetically pleasing blades, with
trademark “bullseye” lanyard tubes
and “as-forged” blade finishes. You
might think Fiddleback Forge blades
were designed to be visually appealing
before they were designed to be hard
working, but that assumption couldn’t
be more inaccurate. Fiddleback Forge
owner, Andy Roy, doesn’t favor form
over function and his priority is comfor
in the hand.

The Sheath
A hunting knife should be carried
in a manner that protects the user
from the edge and the knife from the
elements. Just as easily as the blade
can process animal flesh, it can serve
up a nasty cut to the user if he isn’t
careful. Considering hunting is an
activity usually done in the early hours
of the day and in less-than-favorable
conditions, a secure sheath should not
be an afterthought, but a priority.
My Bush Hermit was provided with a
deep pouch sheath from Diomedes
Industries. The sheath could be worn
on the belt as is or with the drop-leg

tegral firest-

“IT IS JUST THE RIGHT 
SIZE TO SERVE IN 
MULTIPLE ROLES, 

ALLOWING YOU TO 
FOCUS MORE ON 

THE HUNT...”

Bottom Left: Andy 
Roy is able to achieve 
a lightweight feel in 
the Bush Hermit, due 
in large part to the 
tapered tang. 
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eel loop. This is my preferred method
arrying a blade deep into the bush.

dding some Loc-Tite to the
nt screw as it would

Above: The wide handle
of the Bush Hermit
makes it an excellent
choice for those
with size large and
extra-large hands.

with retrieving the blade but also can
be tucked behind my belt to provide a
secondary form of retention.

In Use
I received my sample Bush Hermit
during the peak of fishing season when
no game could be legally hunted.
While this stopped me from poaching,
it didn’t stop me from testing it in a
manner similar to game processing.
I proceeded to my local meat market
and purchased some bone-in meats. I
proceeded to de-bone them and trim
away the excess fat, without removing

uch, since we all know if you kill
kill the flavor.

be a shame, possibly a life-threatening 
error, to lose your blade because the 
screw walked out.

With only a small segment of the han-
dle exposed, I opted to attach a small 
length of blaze-orange paracord to 
help with drawing it from the sheath. 
The extra length of cord not only helps 
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Top: The Fiddleback
Forge Bush Hermit
features signature “as
finished” markings on
the blade.

Left: The Bush Hermit
worked great for slicing
up London Broil for the
food dehydrator.

Right: The Fiddleback
Forge Bush Hermit was
perfect in camp for
food prep.

At 1.25-inches at the widest part of
the blade, the Bush Hermit was not
unwieldy working around bones and
joints. Even with greasy hands, I had no
trouble achieving a good purchase on
the Bush Hermit. Without any gaps in
the handle material, liners, and steel, I
didn’t have to worry about leaving any
bacteria behind that couldn’t be wiped
and washed away.

I used my Bush Hermit to process a
London Broil steak into strips of jerky.
By putting the steak in a cold refrigera-
tor for a while, I not only made it firmer

for slicing, I was able to see how using
the Bush Hermit would feel with cold
hands from handling the meat I sliced
up. Thanks to the generous size and
wooden handle material, I experienced
no dexterity issues while working the
blade.

Cutting hide and hair can quickly
destroy an edge, especially when that

hide and hair is covered in caked-on
mud, as is usually the case with wild
hogs. Since I didn’t have access to any
freshly-killed game, I resorted to cutting
through various thicknesses of leather
while doing some leatherwork. The
belly of the Bush Hermit allows the user
plenty of finger clearance when slicing
with the blade, and the depth of the cut
is very controllable. I worked the blade

“… THE BUSH HERMIT IS DESIGNED TO BE AN  
ALL-PURPOSE FIELD KNIFE WITH A BELLY 

DESIGNED FOR SLICING.”
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In His Own Words 

KI: Andy Roy, with over 90 models 
in your lineup, what makes the 
Bush Hermit stand out? 
AR: I think the Bush Hermit stands out 
because the curves on the bottom of 
the handle accommodate large hands 
very  well. This open-handle design on 
the underside can accept more fingers 
when you’re gripping on it. It won’t 
spin in your hand.

KI: What attributes make your 
blades suitable for the hunter?
AR: I think the convex grind excels 
at hunting and game prep tasks. In 
addition to this, my knives feature er-
gonomic handles. This means a hunter 
can index the knife in hand and always 
know the location of the edge.

KI: Hunting can be hard on a 
blade, what should the user avoid 
doing with your knives that isn’t 
normal “wear and tear”?
AR: A knife is not a pry bar, and my 
knives are not throwing tools. While 
I don’t consider batoning abuse, it 
can easily break a blade when done 
incorrectly.

KI: Pick two other blades to com-
plement the Bush Hermit, GO!
AR: I sell a lot of larger and smaller 
knives to complement the Bush 
Hermit. To make a Nessmuk trio from 
Fiddleback, try using our 12-inch 
machete (best machetes in the world) 
and a Handyman. With those three 
knives, there is little a smart woods-
man couldn’t accomplish.

of the Bush Hermit against the leather
to thin it out, a process called skiving
and usually left for dedicated leather-
working knives.

The Bush Hermit had no trouble making
clean cuts in the leather in a similar way
to skinning, where controlling the blade
is essential to preserving the integrity
of the hide. Without having an actual
carcass to work with, the leather shop
provided me what I needed to evaluate
how it would work on various game.

I also used my Bush Hermit in a variety

of tasks I normally encounter in a
hunting camp and in the field. Starting
with early morning activities, I prepared
my breakfast with it, slicing onions
and pressing garlic to go with my steak
and eggs. As with other carbon steels,
repeated use in the kitchen lets a nice
patina develop on the exposed steel.

Over the course of the field test, I used
my Bush Hermit to trim branches out
of the way while plinking, cut cordage
of various materials and thicknesses
and for fire prep to make lunch out in
the field.

When the blade became noticeably
dull, sharpening it was expedited
by using a combination of diamond
stones and ceramic rods. Since the
knife would continue to be used
on possible edibles, like food items
and in the kitchen, I took the step of
coating it with a thin layer of olive
oil each time. This preventative
maintenance was all that was nec-
essary to ward off any surface rust.
In fact, the only place rust that was
slightly visible was the 1-inch of tang
exposed when the knife was inserted
into the sheath.

Top: The Bush Hermit 
works just as well for 
wood carving tasks as it 
does as a meat cutter.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bottom: Regardless of 
the grip used, the Bush 
Hermit was comfortable 
in hand. 
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SPECS
BUSH HERMIT
Blade Length: 4 inches
Overall Length: 8.75 inches
Blade Thickness: 0.125 inch
Blade Steel: A2
Handle Material: Desert ironwood over black
liners and orange pinstripes
Weight: 6.4 ounces
Sheath: Top-grain leather from Diomedes
Industries
MSRP: $365

Top Left: The black 
and orange liners really 
highlight the beauty of 
the ironwood handle.

Middle: The self-guard 
of the Bush Hermit 
protects the user from 
riding up on the blade 
when hands are slick. 

Contact
Fiddleback Forge
(470) 239-4263
FiddlebackForge.com

Diomedes
Industries
diomedesindustries
@gmail.com

DiomedesIndustries
.com

1:1
ACTUAL

SIZE

Plan for Success
A smart hunter plans from success 
backwards, and if you anticipate need-
ing a knife for game processing, camp 
chores and general fi eldcraft, the Bush 
Hermit is a great selection. It is just 
the right size to serve in multiple roles, 
allowing you to focus more on the hunt 
and less on the cutting tools you wish 
you had. Strap one onto your belt the 
next time you go into the woods and 
perhaps you’ll be fortunate to have a 
good harvest and get to test it out for 
yourself.  KI

“AT 1.25-INCHES AT THE WIDEST PART OF THE 
BLADE, THE BUSH HERMIT WAS NOT UNWIELDY 

WORKING AROUND BONES AND JOINTS.”
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buy them all.

The AM-3 and AM-4
Kershaw showed four different Al Mar
collaborations at SHOT this year, and
the AM-3 and AM-4 are the first ones
to hit the street from the group.
Anyone familiar with the Al Mar line
will see a lot of Falcon in these knives,
with their long, tapered blades and
gently curving handles. A keen eye will
also catch the distinctive flipper com-

in the knife industry.
Often, they make designs that
might be out of reach of the

working Joe’s budget, but sometimes
they make for interesting hybrids that
wouldn’t exist if left with either maker
on their own. Kershaw’s new line of
Al Mar collaborations checks off both
boxes by offering some great new

that combine the classic lines
w’s

the Falcon is a lock back design with a
steel bolster and a leather slip pouch
for carry, the AM-3 and 4 do things a
bit differently. They use a polished G-10
scale, mated to a solid steel frame lock.
Both scale and lock are black, and the
open frame design is fitted together
with red standoff pins—an homage to
Al Mar’s black and red color scheme
used on many of their knives.
A right hand, tip up, deep carry
pocket clip is fitted; it is also black

1:1
ACTUAL

SIZE

Above: The Kershaw 
AM-3 is a svelte 2.3 
ounces and just under 7 
inches in overall length.

Bottom Left: The 
frame lock on the AM-4 
locks up solidly, and is 
well-centered on the 
blade, keeping it free 
from play. 

Bottom Right:  Kershaw 
uses a very well- 
designed pocket clip on 
the AM-3 and 4. It rides 
deep in the pocket and 
has the right balance of 
tension that allows for 
secure carry, but ease of 
clipping and unclipping 
from your pocket. 

“THE AM-3 USES A 
3.1-INCH BLADE AND 

THE AM-4 USES A 3.5-
INCH BLADE, BOTH OF 
8CR13MOV STAINLESS 

STEEL …”
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A Gentleman’s 
Knife, Plus
The Al Mar Kershaws are eminently 
suited for everyday carry use. The 
smooth, polished G-10 scales and deep 
carry pocket clip, combined with the 
light weight of the knives, make them 
easy to carry clipped to your pocket, 
whether you’re in shorts, jeans or a 
business suit. 

Whether you choose the AM-3 or 
the AM-4, either handles day-to-day 
chores, such as opening boxes, cutting 
tape and twine, or cutting through the 
other odds and ends you run into, with 
ease. They came with a good factory 
edge, although it wasn’t hair-popping 
sharp. A couple of minutes on a stone 
tightened things up, however, and the 
nice thing about the 8Cr13MoV steel is 

and adorned with the red Al Mar 
logo, keeping with that color scheme. 
The handles on the AM-3 and 4 are 
well-rounded so as not to cause any 
hots spots during use or excessive wear 
on your clothing while you’re carrying 
the knife. 

The heart of any knife is its blade and 
Kershaw kept the sleek lines of the Fal-
con with these knives. The AM-3 uses 
a 3.1-inch blade and the AM-4 uses 
a 3.5-inch blade, both of 8Cr13MoV 
stainless steel, with a satin fi nish and a 
long top swedge that gives it a nearly 
double-edged appearance. 
The blade is fi tted with a set of dual 
thumb studs like the Falcon, although 
honestly, they seem more a cosmetic 
aff ectation than anything else. I 
couldn’t actually roll the blade open 
with them, however, and they don’t 
act as a blade stop, like you see with 
some designs. That’s a moot point 
however, since both knives incorporate 
Kershaw’s excellent Speedsafe spring-
assisted fl ipper opening system. 
Simply pull back on the fl ipper and 
the spring assist quickly engages and 
snaps the blade into its open position. 
The frame locks up positively and the 
locking bar is well-centered on the 
base of the blade. 

The AM-3 is a compact 3.8 inches 
closed, and weighs in at a paltry 2.3 
ounces. The AM-4 is slightly larger at 
4.25 inches closed, and slightly heavier 
at 2.8 ounces. Both knives are sleek 
and fl at in profi le, and the pocket clip 
allows for them to be seated fully in 
the pocket, out of view. The trim pro-
fi le, light weight, and attractive, pol-
ished fi nish and color scheme set them 
apart from your typical EDC knife and 
give them an air of class not often seen 
in their price range. “And what is that 
price?” you might ask. A paltry $44.99 
for the AM-3, and only $5 more for the 
AM-4. Those are MSRP numbers too; 
street prices can knock off  even more if 
you look around a little bit. 

WE SPECIALIZE IN SERVING YOU

Domestic Producers of sheet and plate products for the knife industry.
Stainless and tool steel grades, all CPM knife steels plus new:

CPM cruwear, CPM 20-CV and 6/4 titanium sheet, and the
re-introduction of CPM S60V (CPM 440V).

Quick response. Quality workmanship.

Fax: 716-542-5555
sales@nsm-ny.com

1-800-424-0048
716-542-5552

12600 Clarence Center Road
Akron, New York 14001-0280 www.nsm-ny.com
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“A RIGHT HAND, TIP UP, DEEP CARRY 
POCKET CLIP IS FITTED; IT IS ALSO 

BLACK AND ADORNED WITH THE RED 
AL MAR LOGO, KEEPING WITH THAT 

COLOR SCHEME.”

that it’s easy to sharpen and doesn’t
require any specialty sharpening
equipment.

I’ve always felt that, in addition to
the routine cutting chores, a good
gentleman’s folder should also be able
to pitch in at a picnic, or in the kitchen

g ,
and it’s good to know you have a little
insurance in your pocket if you get into
a scrum.

The Speedsafe flipper ensures that you
can get your blade into play quickly and
the knives orient comfortably in either
a forward or icepick grip. The sturdy
frame lock gives a solid platform for
the stiletto-like blades on the AM-3
and AM-4.

The knives taper to a near needle point
and the long false swedge gives them a
dagger-like profile. While you certainly
can slash with these blades, their forte
is stabbing and penetration, which
was excellent into stacked cardboard. I

When You NEED IT NOW

The Speedsafe Mechanism from Kershaw aids in quicker, easier opening—the user
applies a manual push to the thumb stud or pulls back on the flipper. It is important
to note that the Speedsafe mechanism is not a switchblade or automatic mecha-
nism, as it still requires manual operation from the user and cannot be actuated by a
simple push of a button. The Speedsafe mechanism utilizes a torsion bar to prevent
the knife from opening by creating a bias toward the closed position. However, once
the user applies pressure to the thumb stud or flipper, the torsion bar moves along a
half-moon track to assist the knife into the open position. Although the Speedsafe
mechanism is considered an assisted-opening mechanism and not automatic,
there still may be laws and ordinances preventing its carry in your area, and it is
recommended that you know your local laws before carry.

Right: The deep carry 
clip slips easily over the 
pocket lip and allows 
the knife to sit discretely 
in the pocket. 

Below: The Kershaw 
Al Mars use blades of 
8Cr13MoV stainless 
steel with a satin fi nish. 
The long, unsharpened 
swedge and tapered 
point make for a blade 
capable of excellent 
penetration. 

Bottom Right: Kershaw 
uses their excellent 
fl ipper-operated 
Speedsafe assisted 
opening mechanism on 
the AM-3 and 4, making 
them lightning fast to 
put into play. 
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Get a 1-year subscription to
both Gun World and World of
Firepower and save 71% on
the combined cover price!

YES! Sign me up for a subscription to Gun World and World of Firepower for just $32.95.
That’s 18 issues for a total savings of $80.87 on the cover price.

FILL IT
CUT IT

SEND IT

JUST

SAVE
BIG ONLY $32.95

Or, log on to www.engagedmediamags.com/combo_gwfp and use promo code A573K4F2
or call 800-764-6278

Outside U.S., add $49 per year for postage. Payment in U.S. funds only.

Two Times the 
Firepower, One 
Hot Deal

Fill out the order form below and mail it, along with your payment information, to:
Engaged Media Inc., Lockbox # 70253, Philadelphia, PA 19176-9883

Limited-Time Offer:  
Act Now!

Method Of Payment Check Enclosed Credit Card Money Order Bill Me Later

Payment Through Credit Card Visa MC AMEX Discover Name On Credit Card

Credit Card Number                       Expiration Date     /    /

Subscriber Name                                 First                                                     Middle                                                     Last

Address

                                                            City                                                       State

Phone                                                                                   Email

Signature                                                                              Date          /  /



SPECS
AM-3 (LEFT)
Blade Length: 3.1 inches    
Handle Length: 3.8 inches
Overall Length: 6.9 inches
Blade Material: 8Cr13MoV, satin finish 
Handle Material: Polished contoured G-
front, contoured steel back with black-oxid
coating
Locking Mechanism: Frame lock
Pocket Clip: Right hand, tip up, deep car
Weight: 2.3 ounces
Designer: Al Mar
MSRP: $44.99

AM-4 (RIGHT)
Blade Length: 3.5 inches
Handle Length: 4.25 inches
Overall Length: 7.75 inches
Blade Material: 8Cr13MoV, satin finish
Handle Material: Polished contoured G
front, contoured steel back with black-oxid
coating
Locking Mechanism: Frame lock
Pocket Clip: Right hand, tip up, deep car
Weight: 2.8 ounces
Designer: Al Mar
MSRP: $49.99

Above: The Kershaw
AM-4 makes for a great
companion piece to a
classic carry gun like
the 1911.

Contact
KAI USA LTD.
(800) 325-2891 
Kershaw.KaiUsaLtd.com

could easily sink them up to the handle 
with little eff ort, even when covering 
my test target with multiple layers of 
old denim. 

The smooth G-10, which is a pleasure 
for casual use, could probably use a 
little more texture for more aggressive 
use such as defense, but it’s a trade-off  
you make based upon your anticipated 
knife use. If you plan on getting into a 
lot of knife fi ghts, then you’re probably 
better off  with a heavier, dedicated 
tactical blade. But if you want a good 
EDC tool, that can rise up in a pinch, 
then the AM-3 or AM-4 will fi t the bill. 

Great Balance 
Point
If you want a gentleman’s folder, 
without a gentleman’s price tag, then 
the Kershaw AM-3 or AM-4 are perfect 
for you. Kershaw and Al Mar have hit 
a great balance point of classy styling, 
with functional design, at a price that 
just about anyone can aff ord. Think 
caviar and champagne on a beer and 
pizza budget.

As noted, I’m a fan. KI
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All the supplies you need at tandyleather.com
FREE Buyer’s Guide available

TLF_KNIVESILLAD_0217



SPECS
RICARDO ROMANO
BERNARDES
Model: Marbles Skinner
Overall Length: 9 inches
Blade Length: 4.5 inches
Blade Material: 154 CPM
Bolster Material: 416 stainless
Handle Material: Stag with brass pins
Website: Instagram.com/cutromano
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AS OLD  
AS MAN

THE HUNTING KNIFE
IS DEEPLY ROOTED IN THE
HISTORY OF EDGED TOOLS
STORY BY DAVID JAYE, PHOTOS BY SHARPBYCOOP

39NOVEMBER 2017 • KNIVES ILLUSTRATEDknivesillustrated.com



3.2million years.
That’s how far
back records of

man—and knives —go.

That’s also how long man has
attempted to perfect the cutting
edge in order to secure an advantage
in the age-old profession of hunting.
It has only been in the last 100 years
that man has perfected the materials
which allow the finest knives in our
long history to be put into the hands
of hunters.

In this story, we will delve deeper into
how the hunting knife has changed
and how it has affected the way we
hunt throughout the millennia.

A Deep History
Historians prefer written accounts
over oral history and Nimrod was the

first recorded hunter in the Bible. He
was the great grandson of Noah and
the book of Genesis states he was “a
mighty hunter in the eyes of the Lord.”
Knowing that we were not processing
steel at that point in our history, it is
fair to guess that he would have used
an obsidian knife to process his game.

A couple of millennia later, Egyptian
Pharaohs and other nobles took great
excursions to hunt desert game along
the Nile valley with Bronze Age weap-
ons and knives. However, over time,
they were phased out and the Romans
had conquered most of Europe and
the Middle Eastern countries, ushering
in crude forms of steel used for
blades—vastly improving the cutting
ability of knives.

After the fall of the Roman Empire,
European nobility seized all lands and

SPECS
DAN DUGDALE
JOHN BARTLOW
Model: Elk Hunter
Overall Length: 8 inches
Blade Length: 3.5 inches
Blade Material: CPM 154
Bolster Material: 303 SS
Handle Material: Sambar stag
Website: N/A

       

all game animals therein, legislating 
the death sentence to prevent the 
common folk from hunting. During 
this period, the long-bladed hunting 
dagger, or short sword, was the knife 
of the noble hunter, used mainly to 
dispatch wounded game—while the 
butchering was delegated to the peas-
ant game keeper. It was not until the 
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Europeans discovered and colonized 
the Americas, with its rich abundance 
of game, that the common man could 
again hunt with impunity. 

Hunting in Early 
America
The historical records of men like 
Boone and Crockett are recognized by 
historians as an indication of hunting 
practices during these times. The long 
hunters and mountain men carried 
blades locally forged from worn files,
scythes and plowshares. The Shef-
field-made knives, imported by the
thousands, were collectively referred
to as Butchers—whether of the true
butcher pattern or the more popular
scalper pattern. By the latter half of
the 19th century, common men had
more leisure time and sport hunting
was becoming popular. The Bowie
knife became known as American

Pattern Hunting Knife, with market 
hunters and sport hunters both pur-
chasing them to process game.

Hunting journalists came to light 
around this time, with the first being 
John Palliser of Irish nobility who 
came to the Americas explicitly 
to hunt. In his 1848 book “Solitary 
Rambles,” he recommended a 
long-handled butcher knife as all the 
cutlery required of the sport hunter in 
the American West. Around this time, 
George Sears, who wrote “Camping
and Woodcraft,” promoted what
has become known as the Nessmuk
trio—a 5- to 6-inch blade butcher pat-
tern, a two-bladed pocket knife and a
two-bladed hatchet. He condemned
the American Pattern Hunting Knife
as better suited to the belt of Billy the
Kid. However, in 1880, G.O. Shields,
whose nom de plume was Coquina,

SPECS 
D’ALTON HOLDER
Model: Big Dog Hunter with butt cap
Overall Length: N/A
Blade Length: 5.5 inches
Blade Material: 154 CPMV
Bolster Material: Nickel silver
Handle Material: Fossil walrus ivory
Website: DHolder.com

          

wrote his book “Camping and Camp 
Outfits” for hunters headed to the 
Rocky Mountains and suggested they 
utilize a knife with a blade of no less 
than 8-inches, a full ¼-inch at the 
spine with a stout buck horn handle, 
supported by a thin-bladed knife, 
wider toward the tip and a stout jack 
knife. 
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By 1897, Colorado fruit grower Dall
Deweese became one of the first
American sport hunters to journey
to the new state of Alaska. The
founder and first editor of “Outdoor
Life Magazine,” J.A. McGuire, called
Deweese “the greatest big game
hunter in the country.” In an 1897
letter home, which McGuire printed in
the very first edition of his magazine
in January 1898, Deweese introduced
the American reader to the gigantic
Alaska Yukon Moose and the dimin-
utive 6.5 Mannlicher rifle. Deweese
recommended a guardless, slab-han-
dled knife with a 4-inch blade as the
minimum requirement of the big
game hunter. Because of his success
as a hunter, many sportsmen wanted

SPECS
STEPHEN FOWLER
Model: Hunter
Overall Length: N/A
Blade Length: 4.5 inches
Blade Material: Ladder W’s Damascus
Bolster Material: Stainless and G-10
Handle Material: Stag
Website: FowlerBlades.com

a knife like his. Webster Marble who
revolutionized the sporting knife
industry, starting in the late 1800s,
offered the Deweese pattern knife
from 1906 until the 1930s, as well as
a hunter’s knife set named Coquina
after G.O. Shields, illustrating the
influence of the sport writer.

A Continued
Tradition
After WWII, the writings of Colonel
Townshend Whelen, Jack O’Connor,
Elmer Keith and Ted Trueblood kept
the American sportsman up to date
on the latest locations to hunt and
the best gear to buy. The long debate
between O’Connor and Keith over
small and large caliber spread into

APPROX.  
2268 - 1868 BC  

Nimrod uses  
obsidian knife.

“THE HISTORICAL RECORDS 
OF MEN LIKE BOONE AND 

CROCKETT ARE RECOGNIZED BY 
HISTORIANS AS AN INDICATION 

OF HUNTING PRACTICES 
DURING THESE TIMES.”

APPROX.  
1000 BC  

Egyptian Pharaohs and 
other nobles use Bronze 

Age weapons and knives. 

APPROX.  
150 AD  

Romans use crude 
forms of steel for 

use in blades.

APPROX.  
476 AD  

European nobility use 
long-bladed hunting 

daggers, or short swords.

APPROX.  
1585 - 1763 AD  

Long hunters and mountain men in 
America carried blades locally forged 

from worn files, scythes and plowshares.

their choice of knives. Jack stated the 
only knife required by a hunter was 
a two-bladed jack knife, while Elmer 
had the Keith Pattern Knife produced 
with a long, wide, fixed blade and 
extensions of the guard and hilt, 

A BLADED HISTORY

42 KNIVES ILLUSTRATED • NOVEMBER 2017 knivesillustrated.com



SPECS
TK STEINGASS
Model: Defiant Hunter
Overall Length: 8.75 inches
Blade Length: 4 inches
Blade Material: W-2/CPM 154
Bolster Material: 303 stainless
Handle Material: Amber stag/English walnut
Website: SteingassKnives.com

       
which locked the hunter’s hand to the 
handle. Whelen and Trueblood also 
supported the folding knife argument 
but each had a butcher type knife—
Whelen’s, a Russell Green River called 
Seedskadee and Trueblood’s was 
forged of razor steel by Idaho’s Boise 
King Mine blacksmith.

In the years between WWI and WWII, 
American cutlers began to offer 
one-man shop-made knives to the 
American Sportsman. William Wales 
Scagel forged knives in his Fruitvale, 
Michigan smithy, selling them through 
the famed outfitter Abercrombie and 
Fitch of New York, as well as inspiring 
Bo Randall to make the very first 
Randall Made Knife. Rudy Ruana (a 

Finn), Harry Morseth (from Norway) 
and Californian, Hoyt Buck produced 
high-quality knives by hand and were 
the founding fathers of the handmade 
knife phenomenon we enjoy today.

Carried on Today
As we look back at such a rich history 
of the hunting knife, it is almost 
humbling to think that we get to 
witness and take part in a true leap 
forward in quality materials and 
processes, making knives that not 
only have stunning aesthetics, but 
also perform like nothing seen in even 
a fairly recent past. When you look at 
some of the custom makers of today, 
as demonstrated in these knives by 
John Bartlow, D’Alton Holder, Stephan 

Fowler, Ricardo Romano Bernardes 
and TK Steingass, you get a true sense 
of the pride and tradition carried on in 
the historical world of hunting cutlery. 
It is truly a great time to be alive, and 
even better if you are a hunter. KI

LATTER HALF OF  
19TH CENTURY 
Bowie knife became 
known as American 

Pattern Hunting Knife.

APPROX.  
1848  

George “Nessmuk” 
Sears creates historical 

Nessmuk design.

1906 
Marble’s Deweese 
pattern knife and  
Coquina hunter’s 

knife set is produced.

YEARS BETWEEN WWI 
AND WWII 

American cutlers begin to offer 
one-man shop-made knives to 

the American Sportsman.

TO DATE  
New materials and processes 

open the door for high- 
quality knives, of many 

designs, from many makers.
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KING  
POPPA  
CHOPPA

TOPS KNIVES’ EL CHETE SETS 
A NEW STANDARD FOR CLEAVERS

STORY AND PHOTOS BY WAYSUN JOHNNY TSAI 
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T
he buzz was off  the 
charts. This year, like 
every year, fans and col-
lectors of TOPS Knives 

gravitate toward their booth at 
the SHOT Show and BLADE Show, 
hoping to peek at their newest 
edged tools. And the excitement 
was overwhelming at both the 
shows and online. El Chete, one 
of their newest off erings, almost 
shut down the internet with all 
the chatter. 

This is TOPS Knives’ fi rst off ering to 
ever feature their new Acid Rain fi nish 
and sandwiched Micarta scales. The 
size, balance, and aesthetics of the 
blade, combined with two diff erent 
sheath options, has had the TOPS 
Knives Users Facebook page fi lled with
so many positive posts from anxious 
collectors, it just made sense to write 
this article.

The Path to the Top 

If you know TOPS Knives, then you 
know who Leo Espinoza is. However, 
there may be some things you don’t 
know. 

Leo started with TOPS Knives years 
ago, doing odd tasks around the 
shop, including sweeping the floor. 
Over the years, Leo has demonstrat-
ed such an incredible aptitude for 
knifemaking and knife design that he 
is not only the lead house designer 
for TOPS, but he also worked himself 
up to vice president and finally 
president. If you pick up a TOPS Knife 
and find yourself immediately drawn 
to it, odds are it is a Leo Espinoza 
design.

“THE EL CHETE… IS TOPS KNIVES’ FIRST OFFERING 
TO EVER FEATURE THEIR NEW ACID RAIN FINISH 

AND SANDWICHED MICARTA SCALES.”

TOPS Knives set out to create a new 
knife that could cause a ton of destruc-
tion. By the looks and feel of their new 
El Chete, they weren’t playing around.

First Impressions
The El Chete is a big knife. If you are 
looking for a small camp knife, this is

TOPS Knives’ current president and 
wizard lead blade designer, Leo Espino-
za, did not hold back on this 17.5-inch 
beast of a blade. Leo is a big guy, so I 
can see why he went the direction he 
did with this big, beefy blade.

The knife boasts a 0.25-inch thick, 
1095 high-carbon steel blade that is a 
full foot long. It has thick scales that 
were designed to make it feel and chop 
similar to a small axe. While the knife is 
large, it weighs just under 2 pounds, so 
it’s not impossible to imagine having 
this knife as a permanent piece of kit 
for one’s bug-out bag or hiking pack. 
Adding this knife would eliminate the 
additional need and weight of having a

Above: The El Chete 
bites deep, making 
quick work of small 
limbs.

Below: The beta loop 
retention strap holds 
the sheath closed
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I really like the look 
and feel of the new 

sandwiched Micarta 
scale material that 

TOPS Knives is making. It’s 
well-rounded for comfort, 

and the black canvas Micarta 
underneath the green canvas 

Micarta adds even more comfort 
and undeniable aesthetics. I wear a 
medium-to-large glove and the swell 
on the handle fi ts my short, wide hand 
just right. I decided to take the El Chete 
out to the local forest preserve by my 
home to give it a chopping test, to 
see if it would perform as good as it 
looked.

Through the Paces
There is a nice wooded area right next 
to the forest preserve by me that I like 
to use for chopping and playing with 
knives. I don’t know if people are used 
to seeing me there or not, but I sure 
turned heads walking through the fi eld 
with this monster of a blade—camera 
in hand.

After locating a fallen tree 
and setting my camera 
down, I started to play with 

Right: The two-tone 
sandwiched Micarta 
handle scales with red 
spacer not only looks 
great, but is extremely 
comfortable.

With the comfort of the blade I could 
have easily kept going, but after 
roughly 30-40 minutes of chopping, I 
felt I had enough wood to get a good 
blaze going. Satisfi ed with its ability to 
do heavy work, I decided to get some 
tinder to test its capability to handle 
fi ner work.

Being designed as a chopper, the 
edge geometry didn’t lend itself well 
to making a feather stick, nor was it 
meant to. But I was able to get suffi  -
cient shavings for a good tinder bundle 
and I got my fi re going.

I tested the El Chete on some other 
tasks as well, such as making an 
improvised spear. I was able to carve 
my spear head to a nice pointy tip with 
ease and had no problem controlling 
such a large blade with the fi nger choil. 
Then I used the El Chete as an impro-
vised trenching tool to dig holes for 
traps. It was easy to dig with because 
of the size and width of the blade. I 
don’t recommend digging with your 
knife, but in a survival situation the El 
Chete proved capable of the task.

the grip on the El Chete. I found the 
fi nger choil placement was just right, 
allowing my short, stubby fi ngers to 
get a good grip on the handle for solid 
control of the knife.

Due to its size, I was concerned about 
fatigue from chopping the log I found, 
since it is somewhat of a heavy knife. 
But the balance of the blade and com-
fort of the scales soon extinguished 
any burning concerns.

At fi rst swing, I noticed a good 1-inch 
deep bite into the wood. The weight of 
the knife is so balanced that it almost 
wants to do the chopping for you. The 
rounded sandwiched Micarta scales 
proved to be very comfortable and I did 
not notice any hot spots as I chopped 
along. About 15 to 20 chops later I 
had gotten roughly around 50 percent 
through an 8-inch log. To no surprise, 
the El Chete was smashing through 
this tree like the Hulk and chunks of 
wood were fl ying everywhere. I didn’t 
notice any fatigue or hotspots, so this 
was a good sign.

I wanted to see how tired I would get 
using the knife, so I decided to take it 
up to my cousin’s house in Wisconsin 
for his son’s second birthday party. I 
planned to use it to clear brush, chop 
and split wood for a bonfi re.
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The Sheath
What can I say? This is probably the
best sheath that I have seen made by
TOPS Knives.

It’s a black Kydex sheath that comes
with two different carry options, a
rotating belt clip or a leather Dangler. I
chose the leather Dangler.

The Dangler is made from nice, thick,
high-quality leather and it attaches
securely to a belt with two snap
buttons. There is also a thick rubber
beta-loop strap that wraps around
from behind the sheath and secures
into place with another pull-the-dot
snap closure for added retention.

When worn on a belt, the El Chete is
drawn by simply pulling the knife up
and then forward, out from the open
front of the sheath.

Historically, TOPS Knives has been
known to bore its fans with their
basic sheaths. It left many customers
seeking out custom Kydex sheath
makers for aftermarket sheaths for
their beloved knives. I don’t think
that’s going to be the case with the
El Chete sheath. This is one rock-solid
knife sheath. The only reason I can
see someone upgrading this sheath
is because they want a fancier, more
dressed-up pair of pants for their knife.

Left: The El Chete bit 
deep into this fallen log 
with every swing.
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Serious Piece of Kit
After spending a couple of days out-
doors with it, I must say that I like this 
knife. I like this knife A LOT.

Anyone that knows me, knows that 
I like big choppers. I have a couple of 
my own big choppers that are on the 
market. I enjoy chopping all kinds 
of stuff with them, and I thoroughly 
enjoyed chopping things up these past 
couple of days with the El Chete. This 

is a knife that I can see me keeping in 
my truck, ready to go on spontaneous 
adventures.

The El Chete is one serious piece of kit. 
It grips well, has the right amount of 
weight balanced forward and screams 
to destroy things as soon as I wrap my 
palm and fingers around it.

My mother (God rest her soul) was a 
true mountain woman who lived off 

Above:  I requested the 
Dangler sheath with my 
test knife, but you can 
also request a swivel 
clip style sheath.

“ADDING THIS KNIFE WOULD ELIMINATE 
THE ADDITIONAL NEED AND WEIGHT OF 
HAVING A CAMP AXE OR TOMAHAWK.”

Out of the Kitchen 

Although the large chopper-style 
knife has been around for some 
time, it is just recently that we have 
begun to see a real surge in the 
cleaver style of chopper. Due to severe 
forward weight of a cleaver, they are 
the perfect solution for any kind of 
chopping chore. Cleavers have been a 
solid performer in kitchens and with 
butchers for a long time, due to their 
ability to make short work of bone 
and thick slabs of meat, so it only 
makes sense that this style would 
perform so well in the outdoors.
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SPECS
EL CHETE
Overall Length: 17.50 inches
Blade Length: 12.00 inches
Blade Thickness: 0.250 inch
Blade Steel: 1095 high carbon
Blade Finish: Acid Rain
Handle Material: Green canvas/black canvas
Micarta
Knife Weight: 29.5 ounces
Sheath Material: Black Kydex
MSRP: $240.00

Contact
TOPS Knives
(208) 542-0113
TOPSKnives.com

our land most of her 69 years of life,
in El Campo in San Lorenzo, Puerto
Rico. She carried her Machete and a big
walking stick everywhere she went. I
wish she were here so I could gift the El
Chete to her. Due to her experience, she
recognized quality when she saw it and
I feel the El Chete would have become
her favorite knife and she would have
used it every day. KI

“THE WEIGHT OF THE 
KNIFE IS SO BALANCED 

THAT IT ALMOST WANTS 
TO DO THE CHOPPING 

FOR YOU.”

Above: I was able to 
get a really fine point 
on this spear, even with 
the hulking size of the 
El Chete.

Left: Even for its 
overwhelming size, the 
El Chete still maintains 
a very sleek look.
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Flexcut.com Made in USA

The Carvin’ Jack® ...there’s no other 
tool like it in the entire world. 
You will love whittlin’ and carvin’ with this 
jackknife. With six locking edge tools, it’s a 
complete carving kit in your pocket. Carvin’ 
Jack comes with a leather belt mounted 
sheath and a custom fit SlipStrop® for 
keeping edges sharp.  At just over 4 inches, 
Carvin’ Jack is the take-it-with-you pocket 
carver that could become your new 
best friend. 



THE CRKT BLACK FORK HUNTING
KNIFE SET PUTS YOUR FIELD DRESSING
SOLUTION IN YOUR POCKET

STORY BY EJ SNYDER | PHOTOS BY EJ SNYDER & COURTESY OF CRKT
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K
nives play an import-
ant role when hunting
season rolls around.
Once your game hits the

ground, the clock is already ticking
against you as you race against time
trying to beat the afternoon sun—
even in the cold of winter it can be
detrimental to your meat. The ease
and speed with which you can dress
down your game is super important,
so when Tom Krein saw this need, he
decided to design this triple-threat
set, with CRKT, to tackle the problem
and get you back to camp for some
well-deserved rest.

With their Black Fork Hunting Knife
Set, CRKT is making sure that you get
your game dressed and to the freezer
in no time this season. When you are
up early in the morning and patiently
waiting for that prize game to enter
your kill zone, you may spend many
hours quietly biding your time in the
brisk weather. The last thing you want
is to spend unnecessary time shivering
away, using shaky hands with a bulky
knife to dress down your game.

Above: From top to bot-
tom, the European-style
gut hook, skinning knife
and caper make a great
team for all of your field
dressing chores.

“I AM A FIRM BELIEVER THAT EVERY TASK HAS
JUST THE RIGHT TOOL FOR THE JOB, AND THE

BLACK FORK HUNTING KNIFE SET BACKS UP
THAT IDEA.” – EJ SNYDER

First Impressions
Once I pulled this knife set out, I
almost felt like a surgeon getting ready
to enter the operating room. The set
comes in a wonderful black, compact
rollup, woven polyester sheath, and
once you roll it out and open it up, it
reveals three knives, each in its own
pocket. Krein was an ER Nurse and
I’m sure that had some influence on
this set up. The knives are made of a
strong stainless steel, which also gave
it that surgical feel. When it comes to
dressing down game, a surgeon’s touch
might not be a bad thing—especially
when speed and efficiency are what
you are after. The set rolls up to fit
nicely into your pack or slip easily into
your pocket.

Every knife in the set fulfills a specif-
ic need when processing your game,
each dedicated to its function with
focused attention. With the
European-style gut hook, caping
knife and skinning knife, this set is
ready to deconstruct any size game.

“Making the
Cut” Test
When I first pulled each knife out, I
immediately noticed its size. I found
them a bit small, but in fairness I
have extremely large hands, so I was
definitely anxious to see how they
operated within my grip.

They come with nice thumb jimping
in two sections on the spine of each

1:1
ACTUAL 

SIZE
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01. The compact rollup
sheath will slip right
into your pocket so it is
available any time you
need it.

02. The edge showed
no serious wear
after cutting up a lot of
cardboard.

03. The knives are a
bit small in my hands,
but the small size and
skeletonized handles
make them light and
easy to use for long
periods.

blade for various grip control. They 
actually feel great on the thumbs and 
provide grip, even if the knife gets 
covered in the slickness that results 
from skinning game. I really liked their 
light weight provided by the skeleton 
handle design, as it was clear that this 
will aid in preventing hand fatigue—as 
well as how nicely they felt in terms 
of control. My first impressions were 
correct, you truly do feel almost like a 
surgeon holding a scalpel. 

When it comes to dressing out game, 
sharpness, edge durability, and hand 
fatigue are some of the key factors 
that I like to observe. I decided to put 
this knife set through some unique 
and extreme cutting challenges first, 
as I often do. 

I always say cardboard is the enemy 
to a knife’s edge, being made of 
pressed and various materials, it’s 
known for quickly dulling knives. 
After a good half-hour of cutting, I 

did not notice any change in the edge 
or sharpness of the knives at all. I 
then moved to leather straps to see 
how they would perform, and each 
cut through the straps as if through 
butter. I found the same results in 
cutting through a thick piece of hard 
rubber tire. At this point, I was really 
impressed with how these knives 
were designed and how well they cut. 
I liked how sharp they were and the 
grinds on these blades seemed per-
fect for each of their assigned uses, 
but I wouldn’t know for sure until I got 
them into the field for testing.

When I tested the Black Fork Hunting 
Knife Set, it was not hunting season 
in NC, so I decided to conduct field 
tests on a variety of animals. I wanted 
to get a broad perspective on the 
set’s intended uses, but also expand 
it in some ways so that it could be 
viewed as a multi-use item. I used 
it on several different fish, birds and 
mammals. 

Each knife worked very well for its in-
tended purpose. I really liked how easy 
it was to handle the knives and use 
them for an extended period of time—
as suspected the lighter weight helped 
alleviate my concern. The knives could 
easily be transitioned to a reverse grip 
for added torque, if needed. I did try 
them with the lanyard, attaching all 
three together, and was surprised that 
while using one of the knives, the other 
two stayed out of the way fairly easily. 

I could see where a little more weight 
could aid in butchering tasks, but the 
surgical movement and similar effect 
in cutting made up for it. The caping 
knife did remove the head from the 
torso without too much trouble. It sep-
arated the skin, tendons, and muscles 
with no major issues. Prying the skull 
from the neck bone took some work, 
aided by some good old elbow grease 
and a twist. 

The rounded tip on the European-style

Designed from  
Experience 

Tom Krein is from Gentry, Arkansas 
and has 21 years of experience de-
signing knives. He is a skilled hunter, 
former ER nurse, expert craftsman, 
and designer. He is no stranger to big 
game breakdown and he created this 
set to pack in during his own expe-
ditions. Tom travels North America 
chasing big game and made the set 
capable of field dressing any animal 
he might tag.

“Form follows function” is more than
just a saying for Tom, it’s a philosophy
that guides every knife and design
he makes. After all, having been an
ER nurse, and later employed as a
knifemaker, he knows what works.
He blends art with handcrafted steel
and creates tools that get used often.
Whether it’s cleaning a freshly landed
trout, skinning big game, or dicing
up vegetables from the garden just
outside his shop, he prides himself
in making knives that are good,
reliable, sensible, and just plain work,
oftentimes, keeping them simple.

Source: CRKT.com

01 02

03
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Left: The gut hook was
perfect for opening a
fish to be cleaned.

gut hook really helped prevent spill-
ing the guts into the game and ruining 
your meat. I found this to be a very 
nice, helpful feature for someone like 
me, who can be a bit of a brute, lacking 
some coordination and grace. 

The skinning knife made fast work of 
separating the hide from the carcass, 
with the advantage of its light weight 

and finesse, aiding the task. The sharp-
ness and surgical precision separated 
the membrane very easily, leaving less 
of a mess to clean off the hide—which 
is great if you intend to keep it for other 
uses. 

The butchering task went well, easily 
cutting fillets and strip meat, or cubing 
your game. On smaller to medium-size 
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Above: Front and back
view of the CRKT case.animals, I did not find it difficult to get

through bones and/or separate them,
but it was definitely a little more work
with the larger animals, due to the
basic size of the blades. I was not a big
fan of the overall length of all three
knives—I would have preferred at least
another inch to inch-and-a-half on the
blade length and the same on the han-
dle lengths, but again, that’s mainly

because I have larger hands.

The knives are all made from a
high-quality, stainless-steel material,
which made cleaning them a cinch. By
the end of the field tests, I was good
and hungry, which was great, because
I had quite a lunch in front of me and
was glad my cameraman was there to
feast alongside me.

1:1
ACTUAL 

SIZE

“THE EASE AND SPEED 
WITH WHICH YOU 
CAN DRESS DOWN 

YOUR GAME IS SUPER 
IMPORTANT.”  

– EJ SNYDER
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SPECS
BLACK FORK HUNTING
KNIFE SET
Blade Material: 8Cr13MoV, HRC 56-58
Blade Finish: Satin
Weight: 6.1 ounces
Handle Material: Stainless steel
Sheath Feature: Compact rollup sheath holds
lightweight 3-knife kit
Sheath Material: Woven polyester; black
MSRP: $69.99

1:1
ACTUAL

SIZE

Contact
Columbia River
Knife and Tool
(503) 685-5015
CRKT.com

Top Right: They came 
very sharp and were 
able to cut right through 
this leather strap with 
no problem.

Summary
Overall, I did find that the CRKT—Black
Fork Hunting Knife Set was very well-
thought-out and functioned admirably
for its intended purpose. I am a firm
believer that every task has just the
right tool for the job, and the Black
Fork Hunting Knife Set backs up that

idea. Tom Klein is a guy who under-
stands a need and keeps it straight to
the point with his designs. With the
backing of CRKT, you can bet you are
getting a quality product, especially for
the price. Here’s to happy hunting, easy
fillets, and more time spent drinking
coffee! KI

WHARNCLIFFE
CAPING KNIFE
Blade Length: 2.875 inches
Blade Thickness: 0.112 inch
Overall Length: 6.563 inches
Weight: 1.4 ounces

DROP POINT
SKINNING KNIFE
Blade Length: 2.875 inches
Blade Thickness: 0.109 inch
Overall Length: 6.563 inches
Weight: 1.3 ounces

GUT HOOK
Blade Length: 2.563 inches
Blade Thickness: 0.111 inch
Overall Length: 6.250 inches
Weight: 1.5 ounces

“I REALLY LIKED 
THEIR LIGHT WEIGHT, 

PROVIDED BY THE 
SKELETON HANDLE 
DESIGN, AS IT WAS 

CLEAR THAT THIS WILL 
AID IN PREVENTING 
HAND FATIGUE ...”  

– EJ SNYDER

Bottom Right: The 
edge was very durable 
and held up to cutting 
through this heavy-duty 
tire.
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FREEK
THE



EK
THE NEW EDC 
FOLDER FROM 
BENCHMADE  
IS ANYTHING  
BUT BIZARRE
STORY BY JIM HOUSE,  
PHOTOS BY KATHY HOUSE



Above: With its two-
tone scales and satin 
blade, the Benchmade 
Freek is as attractive 
as it is useful, and it 
would be a welcome 
piece of equipment for 
backcountry travel.

  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bottom: Pulling the 
dual tabs on the locking 
pin to the rear enables 
blade closing.

Wyoming was celebrating its 10th 
Anniversary and one of the attrac-
tions was that the Benchmade 
representative was on hand to 
embellish Benchmade knives with 
laser engraving. I could not resist. 
After handling a considerable number 
of knives, I chose the Freek and had a 
suitable inscription put on the blade, 
which shows clearly in the photos.

Nuts and Bolts
The Freek employs a manually oper-
ated blade, utilizing thumb studs on 
either side. It is not a spring-assisted 
blade, but utilizes the Axis locking 
mechanism used on many Bench-
made folding knives. That system 
allows a spring-loaded pin to ride 
forward, over an extension on the 
blade, behind the pivot point, which 
prevents the blade from closing un-
intentionally. The cross pin is moved 
to the rear against spring pressure, to 
unlock the blade, by pulling backward 
on two tabs, one on either side of the 
handle, making it possible to close 
the blade. 

W
hat’s in a name?
Benchmade makes 
some of the most 
highly regarded 

folding knives on the market. 
When a new model appears, it is 
sure to attract the attention of 
those who fancy folding knives—
as I do. 

New this year is the Freek, a moder-
ately priced folder that will han-

dle almost any knife chore. 
I was not in the market 

for a new knife, but 
Rocky Mountain 

Sports in 
Sheridan,  

 

The blade is constructed of an alloy 
known as CPM S30V. This alloy is a 
corrosion-resistant stainless steel, 
obtained by powder metallurgy. The 
structure of the alloy incorporates 
carbides of the metals, particularly va-
nadium carbide, which gives the alloy 
extreme hardness, as well as enhanced 
cutting performance. Moreover, the 
drop point blade of the Freek has an 
excellent shape that features a gener-
ous rounded cutting edge, rather than 
the almost straight edge found on 
many folding knives. CPM S30V is truly 
a premium knife steel that is normally 
used only on high-end knives, but the 
Freek has an MSRP of only $130.

The Freek has a plain edged, drop point 

“THE FREEK EMPLOYS 
A MANUALLY OPERATED 

BLADE, UTILIZING 
THUMB STUDS ON 

EITHER SIDE.”
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Get a 1-year subscription to
both Knives Illustrated and
American Survival Guide
and save 71% on the combined
cover price!

YES! Sign me up for a subscription to Knives Illustrated and American Survival Guide for just $42.95.
That’s 19 issues for a total savings of $106.86 on the cover price.

FILL IT
CUT IT

SEND IT

JUST

SAVE
BIG ONLY $42.95

Or, log on to www.engagedmediamags.com/combo_kiasg and use promo code A573L4V2
or call 800-764-6278

Outside U.S., add $49 per year for postage. Payment in U.S. funds only.

Fill out the order form below and mail it, along with your payment information, to:
Engaged Media Inc., Lockbox # 70253, Philadelphia, PA 19176-9883

Sharpen Your 
Skills with This 
Great Deal

Limited-Time Offer:  
Act Now!

Method Of Payment Check Enclosed Credit Card Money Order Bill Me Later

Payment Through Credit Card Visa MC AMEX Discover Name On Credit Card

Credit Card Number                      Expiration Date     /    /

Subscriber Name                                 First                                                     Middle                                                     Last

Addressv

                                                            City                                                       State

Phone                                                                                   Email

Signature                                                                              Date          /  /



Bottom Left: The Freek
utilizes a pocket clip
with an arrow-like
design and it can be
removed with a Torx
driver and switched to
the opposite side.

Bottom Middle: The
blade of the Freek
features a high grind
design.

blade, measuring 3.60 inches in length
and 0.114 inch in thickness at the spine.
It is a high-grind design that features
a flat grind for most of the width of
the blade. The result is a knife that has

The Benchmade
Axis Mechanism
Most lockback knives utilize either
a flexible liner that fits behind the
blade, or a pivoted lever recessed in
the grip. However, Benchmade’s Axis
lock features a transverse bar that
fits over the rear part of the blade.
The locking bar of the Axis lock is held
forward by spring pressure. To free the
blade so it can be closed, two buttons
on the sides of the handle must be
moved to the rear. The Axis lock is
convenient to operate, even when the
knife is held in a position for cutting.

“CPM S30V IS TRULY A PREMIUM KNIFE STEEL 
THAT IS NORMALLY USED ONLY ON HIGH-END 

KNIVES, BUT THE FREEK HAS AN 
MSRP OF ONLY $130.”

Getting a Feel for It
In order to use a knife, one must hold 
it. As a result, the nature of the grip 
is an important aspect of the design 
of the knife, and in this regard the 
Freek is outstanding. The handle 
consists of two types of material. The 
oval-shaped insets are made of a hard 
polymer known as Grivory, whereas 
the larger black section of each scale is 
made of a rubbery material known as 
Versafl ex that gives excellent traction 
in the hand. The hard, grayish-green in-

superior cutting qualities, and with a 
hardness of 58-60 HRC, it maintains 
those qualities.

Other dimensions of the Freek include 
an overall length of 8.46 inches, with 
a closed length of 4.86 inches and a 
handle thickness of 0.65 inch. The 
Freek weighs only 3.7 ounces, making 
it light enough for convenient every-
day carry. If you are going somewhere 
that you might need a knife, it is easy 
to take the Freek along.
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CPM S30V—Just 
the Facts Ma’am

• Developed by Dick Barber of Crucible 
Industries in collaboration with 
knifemaker Chris Reeve

• Martensitic (tempered and hard-
ened) powder-made stainless steel

• Composition: Carbon 1.45%, 
Chromium 14%, Vanadium 4%, 
Molybdenum 2%, Iron 78.55%

• Used in higher-end production and 
custom knives

• Called the “absolute best blade steel 
available” by Buck Knives

• Uniform grain structure of the vana-
dium carbides provides hardness, 
uniform wear and strength across 
the entire blade

• Shows excellent edge retention, 
corrosion and wear resistance

sert continues through each grip panel 
to form the inner liner of the frame. 
Despite that mode of construction, the 
knife has a rigid, robust feel. Overall, 
the result is a handle that gives an 
excellent feel and makes the knife 
easy to control. 

A rather large fi nger groove, near the 
front end of the grip, serves as an 
eff ective fi nger guard. On the top of 
the blade, at the rear and on the metal 
liner of the lock, there is a section of 
jimping where thumb pressure can 
be applied when forcing the knife. At 
the butt of the grip there is a hole for 
convenient attachment of a lanyard. 
The Freek has the ubiquitous clip that 
holds the knife in a pocket. As is the 
case with many other knives, the clip 
is reversible to accommodate different
modes of carry. Personally, I prefer

no clip but rather a pouch for belt 
carry—but from the number of clips I 
see protruding from pockets, I am in 
the minority. Like other Benchmade 
knives, construction is by means of 
Torx- headed screws, making it easy to 
remove the clip or make other changes. 

Handy Workmate
The Benchmade Freek is a capable 
knife that can do light or heavy work. 
With the fl at grind that goes high 
on the blade, a fi ne cutting edge is 
achieved. Having grown up with apple 
orchards on the farm, peeling apples 
comes natural to me. In that work, 
the Freek performed as well as a 
thin-bladed paring knife. 

When in remote areas or camping, 
a knife is almost always used to do 
something to wood. I decided that

Bottom Right: Studs 
to assist in opening are 
provided on either side 
of the blade.
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SPECS
FREEK™
Blade Length: 3.60 inches
Blade Material: CPM S30V
Blade Thickness: 0.114 inch
Overall Length: 8.46 inches
Closed Length: 4.86 inches
Handle Thickness: 0.65 inch
Weight: 3.72 ounces
Lock: Axis® locking mechanism
MSRP: $130

Top Left:  With only 
moderate pressure, 
the Freek took chunks 
out of this piece of 
fi rewood.

  
  

Middle Left: After other 
tests were performed, 
the Freek sliced through 
loosely held paper with 
ease.

Contact
Benchmade
Knives
(800) 800-7427
Benchmade.com

1
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“THE BENCHMADE FREEK IS A CAPABLE KNIFE 
THAT CAN DO LIGHT OR HEAVY WORK.”

a chunk of fi rewood would provide a 
good test for preparing shavings for use 
in starting fi res. A piece was selected 
and, in short order, a large corner of 
it was reduced to thin shavings. The 
Freek worked through the wood with-
out unnecessary pressure. 

A delicate test for blade sharpness is 
to make cuts through an unsupported 
sheet of paper. That operation went 
with aplomb even after the knife 
was used in other work. The blade 
was sharp right out of the box, and it 
remained that way. 

Excellence in 
Appearance 
and Use
For many years, I have owned a knife 
that the maker describes as “pleasing 
to the hand and eye.” The Freek could 
also be described in that way. The 
two-part grippy scales, the satin fi nish 
of the beautifully shaped blade and 

the overall dimensions contribute to 
excellence in appearance and use. 
Tasks that can be accomplished with a 
folding knife can certainly be handled 
by the robust Freek. Like many other 
knife lovers, I own numerous folding 
knives, but if I could have just one, the 
Freek might well be it. The knife is that 
good, and with the MSRP of $130, it is 
not inordinately expensive. KI
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Inkosi
ChiefZulu:

Large

Hollow Grind

Technology

Giving you more features in a
smaller knife

Large Pivot

Oversized Washers

S35VN Blade

Steel

chrisreeve.com

The

Ceramic Ball Lock Interface

Angled Pocket Clip

2.75” Blade

Length

n ema ng.com
1-800-351-8900

FROM AROUND
THE WORLD

Jantz 
searches 

diligently for 
the highest 
quality and 

most unique 
materials.  As we 
procure products 

from around the 
world, we offer 

them on our website 
at knifemaking.com.  

You may also call for 
assistance in choosing 

your special piece.  

Are you searching 
for unique exotic 
handle material?  
Go online to 
choose from 
our extensive 
inventory !
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FORGING  
AHEAD

THE ROAD TO SMITHING YOUR OWN BLADES
STORY BY GORDON MEEHL, PHOTOS BY HELM ENTERPRISES AND VEGAS FORGE
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W
e’ve all felt it. 
Whether it was last 
month or decades 
ago, in our less  

grounded youth, we’ve all felt the 
innate, almost preternatural drive to 
render raw materials into something 
with a purposeful design. Some say it’s
that drive to make tools and weapons 
that makes us uniquely human. I say 
what makes us truly human is not 
our drive to make weapons, but the 
romantic vision that these weapons 
are capable of holding inside them the 
best qualities of humanity. It’s that 
vision that stirs many lovers of the 
sharpened edge to begin learning the 
timeless art of bladesmithing. 
In the following story, you’ll get an 
introduction to this art.  

The Art of  
Smithing
You now know that a bladesmith 
forges, but what steps define the 
forging process? The alchemy of 
changing a raw piece of steal into a 

quality blade, while a straightforward 
and timeless process, is not something 
that is mastered the first time out of 
the gate. Every blade created since the 
beginning of recorded history follows 
the same basic process of heating, 
shaping, hardening, grinding, polishing 
and finishing. The difficulty comes in 
developing the judgment to know how 
much heat, the finesse to know how 
hard to swing the hammer and the 
skill to grind off just enough to make 
that perfect blade. 

Building Your Forge
There are two choices: solid fuel or gas 
forges. Each has its own selling points 
and can easily be built with plans 
found on several websites. A solid fuel 
forge is nothing more than a hole in 

which the solid fuel, usually coal, can 
burn very hot and sustain that heat 
while working the metal. 

The advantage of a solid fuel forge is 
that it’s cheap to build and materials 
are readily available. A disadvantage 
to using a solid fuel forge is that in 
addition to tending to the forging and 
shaping of your blade, you also have 
to tend to the fire, making sure it stays 
hot enough to heat up the metal. 
The other option is a gas forge. Though 
a little more complicated to build than 
a solid fuel forge, gas forges, when 
insulated properly, easily achieve and 
maintain temperature. Very little effort 
is required to keep the forge going. 
Though a little more expensive than 
a solid fuel forge, the gas forge allows 

“THE ALCHEMY OF CHANGING A RAW PIECE 
OF STEAL INTO A QUALITY BLADE … IS NOT 
SOMETHING THAT IS MASTERED  
THE FIRST TIME OUT OF THE GATE.”

Above: Changing a 
raw piece of steal into 
a qualityblade takes 
time. Every blade 
created follows the 
same basic process 
of heating, shaping, 
hardening, grinding, 
polishing and finishing. 
Here, take a close—and 
hot—look at the 
forging process.
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the new bladesmith to concentrate 
on forming a blade and not tending to 
the quality, consistency and strength 
of a fire. 

The Tools
As for the other tools such as tongs, 
anvils and hammers, the choices are 
endless. Choosing an anvil and ham-
mer is a personal endeavor.
In selecting an anvil, the heavier 
the better. Some say 50 pounds is a 
minimum, but you’re better off with 
at least 100 pounds—although 200
pounds will serve you even better.
Given the weight of the anvil, a strong
base goes without saying. As far as
hammers, a cheap hand sledge, engi-
neer’s hammer, ball pein, or cross pein
(blacksmith’s hammer) should work
to start with, until experience tells you
what you prefer. A sharp angle on a
hammer face is going to leave a lot of
marks in the piece that is being forged.
Add to that some files for shaping, as
well as for sharpening, and you’re on
your way.

TIPS FROM A PRO
Below are some tips to help you 
flatten out the learning curve. 
James Helm of Helm Enterprises, 
Forging Division, episode winner 
of History Channel’s “Forged 
in Fire” offers up these tips to 
success.

01 Learn as much as you possibly 
can so you aren’t spending time 

trying to re-invent basic techniques 
and technologies. There are a lot 
of books, videos, forums, and mag-
azines that provide a tremendous 
amount of information for free or 
little money, and any number of 
schools across the country that hold 
blacksmithing and bladesmithing 
courses.

02 Technique will make a big 
difference in how well you can 

work. In particular, hammer tech-
nique is paramount. There are a lot 
of bio-mechanics and ergonomics be-
hind it that you might not necessarily 
think about. If you haven’t spent a 
lot of time swinging a hammer, ax, or 
machete in your time, it may take a 
while to learn it.

03 If at all possible, learn from 
someone in-person. There are 

blacksmith groups all across the 
country, and many of them have 
monthly meetings. Some have open 
forges once a week or a couple of 
times a month.

04 If you want to make blades, 
learn some basic metallurgy—

especially proper heat treatment. 
It’s an incredibly complex subject, 
but it’s also very important to 
the performance of your blade. A 
good-performing heat treatment 
on simple carbon steels is mostly a
matter of paying careful attention
and being patient.

05Test your work. Test the cutting
performance, balance, compar-

ison to similar knives, edge retention,
ease of sharpening, abuse tolerance,
etc. Use and abuse your knives so you
know if they will perform properly.

A Rewarding  
and Fulfilling  
Endeavor
Moving through the world of blade-
smithing is a very rewarding and fulfill-
ing endeavor. As you walk along your 
own path, it’s important to remember 
to be receptive to staying on the 
learning curve. Commit yourself to the 
process of learning; you can’t be great 
from the start, but you have to start to 

be great. Lastly, the most important 
part of bladesmithing. HAVE FUN. If 
it’s not fun, why do it?  KI

Above: If you take 
this career path, 
expert James Helms 
recommends attending 
a blacksmiths meeting, 
because it would be an 
invaluable learning tool. 
 
 
 
 

  
Bottom: As you become  
more experienced, more 
sophisticated equip-
ment can help you work 
on more challenging 
projects. Here James 
Helms uses Gunnhilda, 
his 1,000-pound power 
hammer, to draw out a 
recurve bush sword.
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ow do you get to space? By being 
well-grounded.
This year, while at the 2017 BLADE Show 
in Atlanta, Georgia, I got to spend some 

time with Jake Hoback of Jake Hoback Knives. As 
we ate lunch and talked, I was immensely impressed 
with the vast wealth of knowledge Jake has about all 
things knives, metallurgy, folding mechanisms and other 
topics I can’t even remember enough about to comment 
on. But what really impressed me the most, was how 
humble he was, in spite of his near-computer-like brain. 

Or so I thought. 

It was when the topic turned to the Paraclete—a new 
model Jake created to prototype the zero-gravity folding 
mechanism—that I knew this story had to be written. 
After all, it isn’t every day you get to spend time with a 
maker designing a prototype knife with aspirations to 
submit it to NASA for consideration to take it to space. 

But, I’ll let him tell you about himself and the Paraclete 
in his own words. —JS

STORY BY JOSHUA SWANAGON, PHOTOS BY JAKE HOBACK KNIVES

JAKE HOBACK CREATES KNIVES THAT ARE TRULY OUT OF THIS
WORLD, INCLUDING ONE THAT NASA MAY SEND INTO SPACE

 EARTH 
SPACETO
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KI: How did you come to speak
with NASA about the zero-gravity
folder?
JH: I have a good friend who is the
lead engineer for NASA JPL, he has
been a great help in getting me on the
right path with what would be needed
in space travel. So, I spent a bunch of
time down at JPL discussing different
questions with NASA engineers. I have
not brought them a design as of yet,
as I wanted to use the Paraclete knife
model as a proving ground for some
very specific ideas on lock/bearing/
lightweight design before going ahead
with a knife made specifically for
space travel. Now that the research/
idea-exchange phase is over, I am de-
signing a knife from scratch that will
better accommodate specific needs
for space travel.

KI: What are some of the consider-
ations that arise when designing a
folder for zero gravity?
JH: I can’t give away all I have learned
at the moment, as I have not had a
chance to submit my design to NASA,
but some of the things that you have
to consider for non-terrestrial use are
things that most collectors and users
on Terra would not really like. The
blade shouldn’t fall closed without
manually closing it. It needs to have
as few moving parts as possible. It will
also have to be extremely lightweight
to the extent that it’s extremely
expensive.

KI: How do you start the thinking
process for something so monu-
mental?
JH: One foot in front of the other!
One step at a time. I mastermind with
other designers, engineers, machinists.
I have consulted with machinists who
have been in the game for more than
60 years, engineers who built the Mars
Rover, designers who have built racing
chassis. I pray about it a lot! One thing
I can say is, you can’t do something

like this without having help from
good people.

KI: Would the cold of space effect
the performance of the zero-gravity
folder during a spacewalk?
JH: First and foremost, I highly
doubt a knife will ever be used on a
spacewalk. The reason behind this
is a fairly simple one: way too much
risk. Space travel is inherently risky, so
NASA has a specific tool for every job,

“I HAVE CONSULTED WITH MACHINISTS WHO
HAVE BEEN IN THE GAME FOR MORE THAN 60
YEARS, ENGINEERS WHO BUILT THE MARS ROVER,
DESIGNERS WHO HAVE BUILT RACING CHASSIS.”

Jake Hoback
Knives
JakeHobackKnives.com
Instagram.com/
jakehobackknives

Right: Jake Hoback with 
a Mars Rover mockup 
at JPL (Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory), a federally 
funded research and 
development center 
and NASA field center.

Bottom Left: 270° lock 
interface close-up.

Bottom Right: Paraclete 
custom knife showing 
270° lock interface.
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none of which to my knowledge and 
research, includes cutting something 
outside of a spacecraft. But if I were 
to consider the usage, I would say that 
no oil would hold up to the vacuum of 
space, most glues would out-gas and 
cause sensor problems with the suit 
and craft, and the extreme cold would 
contract the materials and potentially 
cause the knife to lock up depending 
on how you account for expansion 
and contraction of materials. It can be 
done, but not easily.

KI: I can only imagine it would have 
been hard to test different ideas 
without your own personal zero- 
gravity chamber. Were you given 
access to a zero-gravity chamber 
for T&E purposes? 
JH: The gravity is the easy part to 
account for, it has little effect on how 
the knife will operate. The big worry is 
vacuum and safety. I had no access to 
NASA’s gravity-chamber in Ohio.

KI: Have you given any thought to 
the possible historical implications 
of a project like this? 
JH: Not really, I’m more interested in 
how it all works, design application, 
and functionality. Honestly it doesn’t 
really matter to me if it goes into 
history books. I just like the challenge. 
I’m assuming it could be big, but then 
again, no one may notice as well. I 
don’t get too hung up on the opinions 
of others.

Other Features
• Pivot thrust bearings
• NEW! 270° lock
• HRD (Hoback Roller Detent)
• Hardened stainless steel lock insert 

with over-travel prevention
• Engineered internal/external  

lightening pockets
• Standard sizes on all screws for  

ease of replacement

KI: Can you give us some details 
about how the zero-gravity folder 
works? 
JH: It works mostly like any other 
folder, with a lot more safety involved.

KI: What safety features are 
involved that wouldn’t be found on 
a typical folder?
JH: I don’t know if I’ll call it the 
zero-gravity folder, since that’s the 
name of the bearing system, but it will 
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have the following features:
• It won’t fall closed like a ball-bearing 

folder will
• It will have a rounded/sheep foot/

Wharncliff e blade
• It is not a leaf/liner/frame lock

KI: What are some of the struggles 
you encountered during the cre-
ation of this new technology? 
JH: The hardest part is the business 
side of things—this will be a project 
that will cost many thousands of 
dollars—but it has a high potential of 
not working out. A lot of the features 
of this knife do not inherently sell 
knives to the average Joe, mainly 
because the typical knife collector 
doesn’t need/use/want those features 
as they do not fi t the status quo.

KI: Was there any point during the 
initial conceptualization that you 
asked yourself if you took on more 
than you bargained for? 
JH: It’s not in my nature to think that. I 
have been told I’m a freight train once 
I get moving, death before dishonor.

KI: Do you think the zero-gravity 
folder will be something you retain 
explicitly for this level of use? Or 
do you think it will be something 
you begin to incorporate into new 
designs in your regular knife line? 
JH: A little of both. I think some of the 
allure for collectors will be exclusivity, 
but I have some great ideas for this 
that will go into other designs as well.

KI: If you had the chance to do it 
all over again, what would you do 
diff erently? 
JH: I would become a banker and 

SPECS
PARACLETE
Blade Material: CTS-XHP
Overall Length: 9 inches
Blade Length: 3.75 inches
Closed Length: 5.365 inches
Blade Thickness: 0.15625 inch 
Frame Thickness: 0.15625 inch
Frame Material: Grade 5 titanium, jigged inlays
Weight: 5.2 ounces
Carry Option: Tip up right/left-handed
MSRP: $1,075 for custom version, no MSRP for 
production model available yet

The Early Days
KI: How long have you been 

making knives? 
JH: Since childhood, but selling them 

since 2004.

KI: What got you started in this 
field? 

JH: The need for a high-quality knife 
in a specific design for field work. 
A big chopper, chopping the heads 
off of fish for otolith (ear bone, 
DNA sampling) samples. And for 
camping chores, as we camped for 
weeks at a time in the Western 
Washington woods.

KI: When did you start making 
folders? 

JH: In 2009—again, the need for 
something that met my needs and 
wants. Mostly for outdoors and for 
better tolerances.

make real money (joking). Maybe a 
ninja—ninjas are always fun.

KI: Is there anything else you would 
like to add about yourself, your 
knives or the zero-gravity folder? 
This is your open forum.
JH: Jake Hoback Knives is a company 
that specializes in tool making. This 
is not just banging on metal to make 
something pretty, this is engineering 
from the ground-up (or space-down, 
in this case). We don’t cut corners. We 
don’t give 100%—everything we do is 
1000% eff ort, 100% of the time. Tools 
not trophies. KI

Left: 270° lock
interface.
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OUT THE FRONT
AUTOMATIC KNIVES
DESIGNED BY ALLEN ELISHEWITZ

Available with
TANTO &
CLIP POINT
Blades

BLACK, GREY
& DESERT SAND
Frame Options

N
Hogue Automatic Knives are for sale through authorized dealers only.

For a list of authorized dealers please call Hogue directly at
1-800-438-4747 or visit HogueKnives.com.
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TARGET:
TERRORISM

STORY AND PHOTOS BY EDWARD ROBERTSON

OUTSIDE THE WIRE

FOR SPECIAL OPS, AUSTRALIAN COMBAT VET ROBERTSON 
TURNED TO BENCHMADE’S AFO TANTO 
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S
panning the globe, we 
“landed” in Australia to 
bring you this installment 
of Outside the Wire. 

Our subject is Eddie Robertson, a 
combat veteran who served with the 
2nd Commando Regiment, Australian 
Army—Special Operations Command 
(SOCOMD). Robertson also served in 
Australia’s premier Counter-Terrorism 
Unit—Tactical Assault Group—East 
(TAG-E)—and deployed several times 
to Afghanistan as a member of the 
Special Operations Task Group—Task 
Force 66. 

Robertson has also spent consider-
able time in Iraq and Afghanistan 
contracting in support of commercial 
and government contracts.

I Active Duty 

01 WHAT KNIFE DID YOU 
CARRY ON ACTIVE DUTY 

AND WHY? 
During my later time in the service, 
and also while contracting, my knife 
of choice was the Benchmade AFO 
II Tanto, which is black-coated and a 
triple-edged serrated blade. I found 
this to be an excellent knife, due to its 
ease of use, durability and sturdiness. 

The knife features a chemically sharp-
ened tanto blade, which was ideal 
for cutting anything from Det. cord to 
heavy-duty ropes and strapping. The 
base of the handle features a solid- 
steel strike piece, which also comes in 
handy for breaking glass or using as a 
blunt striking implement. 

I purchased the knife as a gift to 
myself just before one of my earlier 
deployments and was happy to pay 
a premium, as it is a high-quality 
rescue knife that is not too big and 
ruggedized for austere environments. 
The mechanism has never let me 
down, and the occasional spray of 
WD-40 ensures a smooth and rapid 
deployment of the blade. 

The button is perfect size, even when 
wearing gloves, and the safety switch 
is also easy to disengage/engage 

when required. I never used the pouch 
that came with the knife, as the clip 
on the side of the knife is perfect for 
stowing in a pocket or within another 
pouch on a plate carrier. 

02 CAN YOU RECOUNT A 
DANGEROUS SITUATION 

IN WHICH YOU HAD TO USE THE 
KNIFE? 
I never had to use the knife in an 
escalation-of-force situation (thank-
fully), but I have used the knife to cut 
parachute risers during an entangle-
ment after conducting a water jump. 
I always used to carry the knife in a 
handy and easy accessible location 
when required and then slipped the 
knife in my trouser pocket on my 
strong-hand side when mobile. 

While conducting PSD operations, 
I always kept the knife handy if the 
situation arose of having to cut 
seatbelts in case of a vehicle rollover; 
luckily, I have never had to use it for 
this purpose.

II Civilian Life 

03 WHAT KNIFE DO YOU 
CARRY NOW AND WHY? 

I carry a Gerber Ridge Black Serrated 
folder as my EDC. It is a nice, sturdy lit-
tle knife, and the blade is bloody sharp! 

One-handed operation is easy, and 
it fi ts nicely into any pocket. It can 
double as a money clip as well, so 
from a self-defense perspective, it has 
the potential to come in handy, if the 
situation allows for it. 

Unfortunately, in Australia, we have 
some fairly draconian laws with regard 
to carrying knives in public. In fact, in 
most states it is illegal to carry a knife 
unless it is a small folding type/multi-
tool and is carried in a pouch on a belt 
and is clearly visible. Otherwise you 
may face criminal charges for carrying 
a deadly weapon. 

The Gerber is the perfect size to be se-
creted in a pocket without being clear-
ly obvious. And on the slim chance of 
being searched by law enforcement, 
the small size of it doesn’t lend itself 

Follow & Search
Instagram 
@fast_eddie_079

Australian Army -
SOCOMD 2nd 
Commando Regiment
www.2Commando.gov.au

SPECS
BENCHMADE 
AFO II TANTO
Blade Length: 3.56 inches 
Blade Material: American-made stainless steel
Handle Material: Aircraft-grade aluminum
Weight: 5.80 ounces 
Closed Length: 4.95 inches 
Mechanism: Push-button automatic  
MSRP: $255
Web: Benchmade.com

GERBER RIDGE 
BLACK SERRATED
Blade Length: 1.98 inches
Blade Material: High-carbon stainless
Handle Material: Stainless steel
Weight: 1.4 ounces
Closed Length: 3.02 inches
Lock Type: Frame lock
MSRP: $33 
Web: GerberGear.com

to being used for criminal purposes. 
It is a handy ultra-compact knife for 
everyday applications and is great 
for cutting through cardboard, tape, 
fi shing line, etc. The only negative is 
that the serrations cannot be sharp-
ened. I’ve had this little knife for fi ve 
years now, and it is still going strong. I 
highly recommend it. KI
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THE
FIELD
EDGE
STAYING SHARP WITHOUT
SHARPENING STONES OR ROCKS

STORY AND PHOTOS BY EJ SNYDER

EDGE OF SURVIVAL

T
his story is derived from a 
recent memory when my 
partner and I were deep in 
the Amazon jungle in Peru. 

I was amazed to notice that there 
were simply no rocks around the 
jungle fl oor or in the river. I was as-
tonished that everywhere I looked, 
I could not fi nd a single one, at least 
where I was.

When you are out on an expedition, 
a mission, or a mere trek, the edged 
tool you rely on is only as useful and 
as good as its sharpness. So, what 
do you do if you need to sharpen 
your machete or knife and find 
your beloved whetstone or knife 

sharpener is missing from your pack 
for whatever reason—like taking a 
nasty fall down the side of a steep 
embankment? Well, all you need to 
do is use a field expedient method 
for sharpening, so you quickly grab 
a rock and a little water and get to 
work. But, what if you look around 
and there are none?

Now what does one do? Well, you 
simply have to improvise, much like 
ancient people, you have to find a 
way. Because, trying to hack your 
way through triple canopy jungle 
with a dull blade is exhausting—not 
to mention, a dull knife just doesn’t 
lend itself well to any task.

Six Steps
I found that many of the local guides 
use the “sand stick” method to sharp-
en their machetes. When you think 
about this concept, it is actually very 
simple and makes complete sense. 
If you do not have rocks, you need to 
create a similar eff ect to achieve the 
same goal. 

This method takes a bit of practice, 
patience, and technique to get it down, 
but after going through a dense jungle 
with a dull blade and your arms are 
smoked, what better way to take a 
break and try to ease your pain. 
Here are the steps to the sand stick 
method:

Above: EJ Snyder 
demonstrates honing 
an edge on a machete 
with the sand stick 
method.
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Above: A well- 
sharpened machete 
is your key to getting 
through triple canopy 
jungle.

01First locate an area with water.
Preferably a small creek or tribu-

tary with some coarse sand in it.

02Find a piece of large branch
that you will cut down into a

board, roughly an inch or so thick. You
can make one side flat or both sides
flat (much like a hearth board for a
fire drill kit), whatever your prefer-
ence. Each board type uses a slightly
different technique, which we’ll explain
later.

03On the flat side of the rounded
branch, or on one side of the

double-flat-sided board, bore small
holes randomly spaced all over. Or you

If you are using the double-flat-sided 
sharpening board—my go-to tech-
nique—simply lay it flat on the ground, 
kneel down, firmly grasping the end 
closest to you, and hold it down tightly. 

06 Then, drag your blade across 
the sand stick board and 

sharpen away. You might find that 
applying some downward pressure to 
get the blade to bite into the board 
may help, but you will need to develop 
a feel for what is right and works best 
for you. 

Practice Makes 
Effective
This technique takes a bit of practice 
to develop but it does work. It goes 
back to the old adage, “If there’s a will, 
there’s a way.” I have always loved and 
admired what indigenous people of 
the world do to adapt to their environ-
ments. Sometimes all you need to do 
is see what the people of an area have 
been doing— for thousands of years, 
in many cases—to find the solutions to 
your problems on the edge of survival. 
KI

No Stone to Throw
In the Amazon jungle, it is actually quite 
common to see the indigenous people 
use their machetes to dig roots out of 
the ground. At first, this takes some 
getting used to, because we expect 
rocks and things in the ground in North 
America that can really damage a blade. 
However, in the Amazon jungle there 
are no rocks of any kind in the terrain, 
so there is virtually no damage to your 
blade when using it to dig or chop deep 
roots under the surface.

Web Time
Check out the 
author’s official site at 
EJSnyder.com

can use a scoring technique, either 
one will work. This will give your sand 
paste, which you are about to make, a 
way to stick to the board.

04 Place some coarse sand onto 
the board and add a bit of wa-

ter until the consistency is paste-like. 
This will create a sandpaper effect. 
The moisture works the same way it 
would for a rock or whetstone.

05 Now, set up your sand stick 
board for sharpening. When 

using the rounded board, sit down 
with your legs together and place the 
rounded side within the “V” formed by 
your legs. 

“… THE EDGED TOOL YOU RELY ON IS ONLY AS 
USEFUL AND AS GOOD AS ITS SHARPNESS.”
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FIND HIM
ONLINE
Facebook: Facebook.com/
Dunnottarknives
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STORY BY JOSHUA SWANAGON, PHOTOS BY JACK KEITH

RISING TALENT

A
friend recently contact-
ed me and said, “Hey 
you need to check out a 
friend of mine, Jack Keith 

at Dunnottar Forge.” 

Well, when I hear something like that, 
my interest defi nitely gets piqued. Af-
ter following the suggestion to check 
out Dunnottar Forge, I found myself 
in awe of his masterful work and was 
surprised he hadn’t come up on my 
radar before. The more I dug, the more 
I realized he had only been at this for 
two years. I am completely stunned at 
the level of quality he has been able 
to achieve in two short years. I can 
only imagine what he will be doing in 
another fi ve years. This is defi nitely 
one knifemaker to watch.

01 The Gift That 
Keeps on Giving
Back in 2015, Jack Keith decided that 
his father-in-law needed a good 
retirement gift. Since Jack does most 
of his hunting on his father-in-law’s 
property, he fi gured that a handmade 
knife would be the perfect thing. So, 
using his Harbor Freight 1 x 30 grinder 

and a few files, he started his bucket
of shame. Undeterred, he did finally
get the knife made, but a substantial 
amount of time had passed. But 
that’s ok—it was enough to fuel his 
passion for knifemaking, and now we 
all benefi t.

02 The Challenges
Although equipment and time are 

high on the list of challenges, with 

constant upgrades to be more effi  cient, 

Jack fi nds his biggest challenge in 

the time away from family. Having a 

full-time career outside of knifemaking 

means that Jack is up late nights and 

weekends creating his masterpieces. 

But the true sacrifi ce comes in missing 

his 7-year-old daughter’s gymnastic 

events. His family is behind him, how-

ever, knowing that his passion could 

become a life-changer.

03 Do What 
Moves You
Because he feels that too many knives 
are bought only to live in a safe, he 
prefers to make tools that will be used 
daily, such as cutlery and camp knives.

04 Mastermind
on the Belt
Although Jack can forge, he is limited 
by the abilities of his location and opts 
to work mostly with stock removal. 

05 Material 
Preference
Jack prefers to work with Damasteel 
the most, but also works in CPM-154, 
D2 and 1095 or 1095-based Damascus. 
To really give his knives the high-quality 
look he achieves, he prefers to use 
organic materials for his handle scales, 
such as natural hardwoods, spalted 
and fi gured/burl woods—doing much 
of his own stabilizing and casting in 
house. For the fi nishing touch, he likes 
to use titanium pins.

06 A Little of Both
Jack prefers to make custom knives, 
but you can fi nd an 8-inch chef knife, 
a 6-inch Santoku and a small knife 
referred to as the CHIB, if you would like 
some of his production work.

07 Ordering
Jack normally takes 4 to 6 weeks to get 
an order out, which is really quite amaz-
ing—but expect longer turnaround 
times around holidays, especially 
Christmas. At the time of this writing, 
the books are open for 2017, so if you 
want some of his work, this would be 
the time.  KI

DUNNOTTAR FORG
MAKES SERIOUS
STRIDES IN 
IMPRESSIVE TIME
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