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a know, I’ve been spending a lot of 
time in the shop lately. I love it there 
for the simple reason that in the shop 
there’s no bullshit. When you turn on 
the lights and pick up the tools it’s 
all about what you do and has very 

little to do with what you say. In other words 
the internet drama falls away. In any event, 
I’ve been so engrossed in building this sweet 
little board tracker that to my own surprise 
is coming out damn nice. See, I never 
thought I’d get turned on by a Sportster. I 
mean, I’ve seen plenty that turned me on but 
the building of one never interested me that 
much. This little Ironhead, for some reason, 
is just giving me a lot of satisfaction though. 
I mean, I have another ’49 Pan that’s just 
waiting for me to get started on but I can’t 
stop thinking about the next move on this 
Sporty. 

This says a lot since Flat Broke Chops & 
Rods, while it is one of my favorite places 
in the world, doesn’t have a fully functional 
lathe or milling machine yet. So, for the 
most part the things I have been creating 
are from alternative use or have had limited 
machining through the benevolence of 
Ed Fish Machine, who always has a way 
of making my ideas rock. This is what got 
me to thinking about how spoiled we are 
today. The fact that we can do so much with 
these machines and the parts are so readily 
available to us now, that it’s almost limitless 

Y
when it comes to customizing.  But wait, I’m 
kinda putting the cart before the horsepower, 
let me explain my mangled train of thought.

I was reminded of all this as I thought back 

The whole time I was building that bike I had 
images of bikes in my head that my old man 
and other cats I grew up around rode. In my 
mind they were magical mystery machines 
that were 12 feet long, sat a half inch off the 
ground and were perfect from end to end… 

I worked tirelessly to achieve the level of 
perfection I saw in my mind’s eye that they 

an old box of photos. Inside were a few of the 
bikes that I had been idolizing….. They were 
a hot mess. These couldn’t have been the 

afraid to ride them. But it was true, there 
they were with men standing next to them 
that looked like the guys I remembered, with 
much more hair of course. That’s when it 
hit me, we are so spoiled. These bikes were 
everything that I had in my head…for the 
times. You see, back in the day…the real 
back in the day, there were very few bikes 
that came around that are like the bikes 
that so many of us tool around on today. For 
the most part they were projects that real 
men, working men of the blue collar variety 
had cobbled together with the best of their 
ability. Almost no one had a lathe back then 
and forget a milling machine. Hell, if one guy 
in the town you lived in knew how to weld 
good enough to work on a frame you made 
friends with him and thanked God you knew 
him. Usually one guy was the painter, one 
guy was good with engines and another was 
good with rebuilding old carbs... They all 
worked together to make a good bike and for 
all of that to come off with sweet paint, some 
new chrome and a few trick parts, well my 
friend that was a blessing.

Now today we have it all man, more 
custom parts than you can look up on eBay 
in one day and if that isn’t enough there are 
plenty of YouTube videos to show you how 

level that most fabricators and chopper 
freaks have reached in this day and age 
but one thing remains the same from this 

to us as it was to them, satisfying to lay your 
hands on something and make it beautiful. 
Not by today’s standards, not by yesterdays, 
not even by another man’s. To know that 
you took something ordinary and made it 
extraordinary, well my friend, that is a truly 
beautiful thing.

These couldn’t have 
been the bikes I imagined, 

had achieved in these early seventies builds. 
I knew I would surely fall short, after all they 
were the old masters in my life and I was the 
humble apprentice.  We would take parts off 

over, nothing was too much work to keep 
me from striving towards excellence. Then, 





10  August ‘15  CYCLE SOURCE 



    CYCLE SOURCE   August ‘15  11

A
Article & Photos By: Mad Stork Ken

fter this brutal winter I’m up for a bike trip 
anywhere, especially Brooklyn, NY. Because let’s 
be honest Brooklyn has been killing it in the 
motorcycle world for many years now.  Brooklyn 
is home to many custom motorcycle fabricators, 
who have been the inspiration to many 

individual garage builders. It’s always amazing to 
go to shows here because the real show is out in the 
street. While there 
are great bikes 
inside the local 
builders without the 
name recognition 
are showing off 
their recent builds 
against the curb. 

Rolling in to the 
Split’N Lanes show 
from Westchester 
took a little longer 
than usual because 
NYC was having 
their 5 Boro charity 
bicycle tour and had 
several road and 
bridge closures. 

Pulling up to the 
show was a cool 
scene, there were 
bikes lined up and down the street. The guys at Split’N 
Lanes had done a great job of getting permission for 
motorcycle only parking on the street in front of the 
show and they also hyped it up by requesting that 
everyone ride in rain or shine.

Split’n Lanes Dodgin’ Gutter is the brain child of 
Tim Warner and Girard Fox. Tim and Girard are good 
friends and coworkers at Brooklyn Bowl (BB) and have 
a great passion for all things motorcycle. They had 
always thought that BB would be a great venue for a 
motorcycle show. Tim likes to say that he and Girard 
were “coaxed” into heading the show by one of the 
BB owners Peter Shapiro. But Pete knew of the love 

these guys have 
for anything two 
wheels so it really 
didn’t take much 
coaxing!! So one 
busy Saturday 
night at Brooklyn 
Bowl Pete asked 
Girard “when’s 
the show”? And 
he kept asking 

decided to actually 
do the show. It 
didn’t take them 
long. Tim set out 
to secure the 
sponsorship, as 
Girard went about 
locking up some 
of the rarest and 

most coveted bikes on the planet and in just six short 
months the show was on.    

Walking through the doors of BB I was impressed 
by the vintage carnival décor, it felt like a huge indoor 
Coney Island amusement park. The entrance to the 
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show had two big hand painted 
Split’n Lanes poster and a Triumph 
bobber that would make for a 
memorial for Ray Abeyta. Ray was 
a close friend to Tim and Girard 
who had passed in a motorcycle 
accident in December of 2014. Ray 
was a well-known artist who knew 
everyone and was known as the 
mayor of Williamsburg.

Making my way around the show 
it was evident that Girard had 

motorcycles for the show. Right 
away I spot a 1922 Henderson 
Four and next to it was another 
Henderson Four that Richie Correia 
rode in the 2014 cannonball Run. 
There were several vintage Indians, 
Harleys, BMW’s and a Nimbus. I 
even spotted several British bikes 
I have only seen in the pages of 
magazines. Also in attendance 
and one of the rarest motorcycles 
in the world was a 1954 AJS E95 
porcupine. This 1954 Porcupine is 
one of four made by the AJS racing 
division and only two are known to 
be in running condition. Another 
1954 AJS Porcupine was reported 
to have been sold in 2011 for 
$675,000 also making it one of the 
most expensive bikes on the planet.

This wasn’t just a show of vintage 
stock motorcycles. Local custom 
builders had entries also. Paul Cox 
had two of his custom motorcycles 
entered and both of which are just 
incredible works of art displaying 
his craftsmanship. There was a 
Vincent powered Café Racer built 
by Keino Cycles. Works Engineering 
had a Café Racer and several stock 
bikes including a vintage Aqua 
colored Ural. In all there were about 
60 bikes spread out on the hard 

of which had the honor of sharing 
the stage.

The Split’ Lanes crew really 
set out to make the focus of their 
shows about the motorcycles, 
motorcycling, and the community 
behind it and after talking to several 
of the people in attendance I believe 
they were successful. Please keep 
an eye out for any future shows 
by these guys Tim Warner and 
Girard Fox and their Basket Case 
Productions    
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Buffalo Chip 
Evel Knievel Thrill Show – Friday, July 31 – Saturday, 
Aug. 8
AMA Extreme Dirt Track National ATV Races – Friday, July 
31 – Saturday, Aug. 1
Outlaw Truck and Tractor Pulls – Sunday, Aug. 2 – 
Monday, Aug 3
Full Throttle Magazine Bike Show – Sunday, Aug 2
Legends Ride Monday, Aug. 3
Full Throttle Magazine All Harley Bike Show – Monday, 
Aug 3
Bear Butt World Record Attempt – Tuesday Aug. 4 10 a.m.
Seattle Cossacks Motorcycle Stunt and Drill Team – 
Tuesday, Aug 4 – Thursday, Aug 6
Biker Belle’s Reception – Tuesday, Aug. 4
American Iron Magazine Bike Show – Tuesday, Aug. 4
Black Hills State University Jackets Ride - Tuesday, Aug. 4

Cycle Source Ride – Tuesday, Aug 4
TORC - The Off Road Championships – Tuesday, Aug 4 – 
Wednesday, Aug 5

Cycle Source Bike Show – Wednesday, Aug 5
Freedom Ride – Thursday, Aug. 6
Rat’s Hole Bike Show – Thursday, Aug 6
Doug Danger’s Terrifying jump Attempt on Kneivel’s XR-
750  – Thursday, Aug 6
Nitro Nationals Hill Climb  – Thursday, Aug 6 – Friday, 

Aug. 7
NEW “The One Ride” Charity Reception - Friday – Aug. 7 
Throttle Girl’s Lakota Heritage Ride – Friday, Aug. 7
UniMotorcycle Drag Racing – Saturday, Aug. 8 

Sturgis – In General
AMA Supermoto “Elephant Run” – Sturgis City Park - 
Saturday; Aug 1, Sunday; Aug 2
Jack Pine Gypsy Moto-X Races – Short Track Rd, Sturgis – 
Sunday; Aug 2
Jack Pine Gypsy Hill Climb Races – Short Track Rd, 
Sturgis – Monday; Aug 3
3rd Annual Sturgis FXR SHOW Sunday Aug. 2nd, 12 Noon 
to 3PM. Registration starts at 11 AM - City Park
Jack Pine Gypsy Short Track Races – Short Track Rd, 
Sturgis – Monday; Aug 3, Tuesday Aug 4
Mayor’s Ride - Monday; Aug 3
Dakota Thunder Run – Honoring Veterans - SD Air &Space 
Museum, Box Elder, SD – Tuesday; Aug 4
Pappy Hoel Classic – Vintage Races-Meade County 
Fairgrounds - Tuesday; Aug 4
Jack Pine Gypsy Verta X Races – Short Track Rd, Sturgis – 
Wednesday; Aug 5
Pappy Hoel Classic – Pro Half MIle Races-Meade County 
Fairgrounds - Wednesday; Aug 5
Jack Pine Gypsy Bagger Races – Short Track Rd, Sturgis – 
Thursday; Aug 6
Jack Pine Gypsy Tour – Short Track Rd, Sturgis – 

Thursday; Aug 6
Jack Pine Gypsy Rodeo – Short Track Rd, Sturgis – 
Thursday; Aug 6

Aug 6
Jack Pine Gypsy Pro Hill Climb Races – Short Track Rd, 
Sturgis – Friday; Aug 7

Broken Spoke Campground
Vintage Bike Show with Billy Lane – Tuesday; Aug 4

Editor’s Choice Bike Show - Ten National 
Motorcycle Publications Giving Awards 
- Sing Up Starts At12 - Awards At 3pm - 
Thursday; Aug 6

Beaver Bar
Caged Aggression – MMA Fights – Tuesday; Aug 4 – 
Wednesday; Aug 5

Easyriders Saloon
Sons of Anarchy – “The Final Ride” – Tuesday, Aug 4
 
Perewitz Paint Show - Wednesday, August 5at 11:00am - 
4:00pm

   It’s time for the biggest rally of the year and maybe 
the biggest rally in history. The 75th anniversary of the 
Sturgis Rally in South Dakota will undoubtedly be jam 
packed with riders from all corners of the earth and will 
certainly have more security and police presence than 
ever seen before at any Rally. Along with strong police 

citations for the people that are there to have the time 
of their life. As a public service reminder we would like 
to take this opportunity to go over a few simple things 
and some South Dakota laws that may keep your cash in 
your pocket and the dogs off your tails. 

drugs or alcohol. This will cost you big money and at least 
one night behind bars. Don’t do a burn out on the street 
to impress everyone around you. There will be plenty of 
burn out competitions at many different locations during 
the week where you can smoke your tire until it blows 
and maybe you’ll win a new tire or at least some bragging 
rights. That’s better than giving your hard earned cash 
to the state of South Dakota. Don’t ride like an idiot! 
Believe me, this pisses everyone off and you may get 
your ass beat or something worse like hurting or killing 
someone. Keep a current registration and insurance card 
with you while you’re riding. Obey the posted speed limit 
signs especially when you are ridding any where close to 

Sturgis.  Don’t give the police a reason to pull you over. 
Now that we have discussed the obvious let’s take a look 
at the South Dakota motorcycle laws that are posted on 
the A. M. A. website. Americanmotorcyclyst.com. Be sure 
to check out their web site for a state by state review of 
laws and restrictions.

Accept Motorcycle Endorsement from Other States  -Yes 
Daytime Use of Headlight - Modulating headlight permitted 
Eye Protection Required by law unless equipped with 
windscreenS.D. 32-20-4.1 
Handlebar Height - Handgrips below shoulder height; 
(please note that as of July 1 2015 this law will change 
allowing no restriction on handlebar height.)S.D. 32-20-3 
Helmet Speakers - No Restrictions 
Lane Splitting - Not authorized; S.D. 32-20-9.2, S.D. 32-
20-9.3 
Lemon Law Coverage - Yes; South Dakota (SD) South 

Maximum Sound Level - No acoustical criteria. 
Mirror Left(L) Right(R) - One required by law; S.D. 32-15-8 
Motorcycles operating two abreast in same lane - Yes; S.D. 
32-20-9.5 

S.D. 32-15-17 
Passenger Age Restriction - None 
Passenger Footrest - Required if carrying a passenger 

Passenger Seat - Required if carrying a passenger; S.D. 
32-20-6.1 
Periodic Safety Inspection - None 
Radar Detector - No Restriction 
Rider Education - Available for all eligible applicants; 
South Dakota Safety Council 
Rider-Education Waiver - Skill & Knowledge Test 
Safety Helmet - Required by law under age 18 (violation 

State Insurance Requirements - Compulsory Liability 
(Minimum Limits)(25/50/25) 
Turn Signals - Not required; SD 32-15-13.
   Please note that On Tuesday February 24, 2015 
Governor Dennis Daugaard signed Senate Bill 85, 
abolishing on July 1, 2015 the South Dakota law that 
prohibited such type of motorcycle handlebars when they 
are higher than shoulder height.
   We also want to pass on that there may be more than 
10% ethanol at some fueling stations in South Dakota 
and you should avoid putting this higher percentage of 
(e15 ) or higher in your gas tank. This fuel may damage 
your engine. 

all safe travels.

be smart, be ready for sturgis laws
Article By: Rob Keller





would. I rolled up to a stop light as I am 
sitting there a shiny new V-Rod pulled up 
beside me, I looked over at the guy for a 
minute and he just stared straight ahead 
and wouldn’t even say hi like most people 
do. But something told me it was time to 
“Test It”. With a quick look from the guy 
on the V-Rod I knew it was game on.  I 
told myself, I know my backs against the 
wall with this V-Rod but I’m gonna give it 
all the fury this chopper has got on this 
V-Rod. So the light turned green and with 
a whole handful of throttle she was off 
like a rocket ship. I kept glancing out the 
side of my helmet and there was no V-Rod 
to be found. I was ringing it out for all it 
was worth. I stabbed second gear and all 
hell broke loose. It’s like the little chopper 

immediately bad happened. So all I can 
think is F#@k, I pulled off the side of the 
road and it stalled. I got off the bike and 
gave it a once over and didn’t see any holes 

damn thing sounded like a hit and miss 
engine, it was running on one cylinder. I 
chitty, chitty bang banged it all the way 
back to the shop. Once I got there I shut 
the bike down and pulled both plugs and 
immediately ran a compression test. The 

because it was good. The other one was 
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he High Life Project came back into 
the shop over the winter to have the 
electric foot installed and we are at 

Ohio we have only had 2 weeks to our 
riding season so far and the shop being as 
busy as it has been I haven’t been able to 
get The High life project out on the road 
for test miles. 

I got a call one day from Duke, asking 
if his little chopper was ready and I told 
him it had been ready for months but I 
just hadn’t had time to ride it because of 
the weather. He really wanted to ride the 
chopper this summer but I told him I had 
to put a few miles on it to make sure it was 
100% for him. Duke agreed to let me keep 
it longer and told me to make sure I tested 
it and that it worked good.

So with a break in my schedule and a 
sunny day I took the little chopper out 
for some test miles and it did really well. 
But with pressing work back at the shop 
I had to cut the ride short and get my 
ass back to work. A few days later with 
a gap in my day and a little free time I 
took it out again for another test ride, 
after getting ready to put a cap on a 100 
mile ride I kept hearing Duke’s voice 
in my head saying “You got to test it to 
make sure it’s good”. At this point I had 
just been riding the bike like you normally 

T obviously the one that the chitty, chitty, 
bang, bang was coming from. It didn’t 
have enough compression to even think 
about running. Mind you, the f#@ked 
up part about all of this is that Duke is 
coming to get his bike in 3 days. But...my 
dumb drag racing ass blew his bike up. 
With it already being late into the evening 

morning and decided it was time for some 
brews and a good night’s sleep. I knew 
the next day I was going to have to pull a 
Hail Mary out of my ass to get this going. 
I woke up the next morning bright and 
early and  with coffee in hand it was time 
to go after this chopper and see what was 
going on. In a few short hours I had the 
engine torn down and on the work bench. 
That is when I discovered that the cam 
shaft was broke in half. I about shit. But I 
knew I had another one on the shelf that 
was for my engine build, so far so good. 
Thinking that some bent valves also might 
be part of this equation. I made a quick 
phone call to the Hart’s machine shop in 
Cecil Ohio to ask if they could check this 
cylinder head out for me. They told me to 
get it over there as soon as possible. By 
this time it was already 2 in the afternoon. 
So I jumped in the “Pan” van and headed 
for Hart’s, hoping the whole time that I 
didn’t bend any valves because I didn’t 

Article & Photos By: Daniel Donnley 
www.pamdemoniumcustomchoppers.com



At Hart’s machine shop getting the 
cylinder head valves touched up! 

Some…assembly required, Not like the 
bike needed more power but I advanced 
the new cam 3 degrees for more midrange 
power

All buttoned up, putting on a fresh tune.

If you have any questions please feel free 
to call me at the shop anytime 419-576-
6812 - Daniel Donley 
Resource:
Hart’s Machine Service Inc.
106 North Main St
Cecil, OH 45821
419-399-4777

Compression Test done-----Well here is 
the problem! 

Started disassembling the engine and look 
at what I found! Holy Batman! The cam 
is broke in half!  Well now I have a $400 
paper weight! 

Questionable cylinder head…Thanks 
Hart’s Machine for the top notch service! 

Inspecting for carnage!! 

have any spares. When I walked in the 
door at Hart’s they were slammed ass 
busy as always, Jimmy Schindler saw 
me walk in and said, “Hey man come on 
back.” He literally dropped what he was 
doing just to check out my cylinder head. 
I wasn’t there for even 45 minutes before 
Jimmy had it disassembled, checked out, 
back together and sending me on my 
way back to the shop. With a good bill 
of health on my cylinder head, and since 
everything has checked out good, it was 
now time to get this new cam shaft in, 
degree it and reassembled. It is now about 
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8 at night.  I had the bike all back together 
and running by 10pm, 3 heat cycles later 
and a cylinder head re-torque, by 2 in 
the morning. Time to get some grub and 
hit the sack to hopefully take this little 
chopper out for a test ride in the morning.  

Moral to the story,  next time you’re in a 
situation that you think you need to give 
it just a little bit more and “Test” It, let me 
make a suggestion… Don’t…Because if I 
didn’t have the parts and a super stand 
up machine shop this bike would have 
been down for easily over a month. 
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ver notice that where ever you are in 
this great country that if you’re having 
a great time there always seems to 
be a Texan in the house? Well if you 
haven’t then I suggest you get out a 
bit more. As a matter of fact I’m still 

waiting to have my beer with GWB, 
but hey that’s my own bucket list. As for now 
here is my latest run in with a Texas couple 
that took place deep in the heart of Daytona.
So as the story goes I roll into my second 

E
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Article and Photos By: Mark Velazquez

home in Daytona the good old Broken Spoke.  
I bounce around a bit, say hello to Jay (that’s 
Jay Allen for those of you who might live 
under a rock or bridge) and go off looking 
for my sidekick Amelia Rose. As I walk past 
the bikes lined up for the Editor’s Choice 
show I stop and glance at this killer Panhead 
Chopper.  And it’s just at that moment I 
hear a voice off to the side say to me, “So 
you gonna pick my husband’s bike…its right 
over there. Really nice”.  How this young lady 
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knew which bike caught my eye was beyond me.  I still think it 

Without going through the needless chain of events the 

on me to show its glory. With no clue where I planned on 
shooting the bike I get to know Rob & Laura Clague of 
Grapevine Texas and get their number thinking I will get this 
ride shot before I leave Daytona and move on for the moment.  

The next day I’m down at the Tropical Tattoo Choppertime Show 
looking for more bikes to shoot and low and behold I hear that same 
voice yet again. Of course it was Laura telling me that yes Rob and his 
killer Panhead were here at the show and heck what a great day for 
a shoot. Well maybe she didn’t say it exactly that way but it sounds 
good on paper. So, against my better judgment I attempt to shoot 
Rob’s bike down the road from the Willie’s show.  Well that didn’t work 
out to well and after two hours of trying to make the bike look just 
ok I remind myself that we don’t do just ok.  So what do I do? I send 

So it’s back at the Spoke that I really start to notice what’s 
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going on with this bike.  But to 
understand this ride you need to 
understand the man behind it and 
the method to his madness.  Since 
the age of 16 when Rob carried 

just as strong today as it was back 
then.  When asked about the bike 

it was in once they got her back to 

down with the intentions of making 



LEGACY BIKE  TECH SHEET
  
owner:  Rob Clague
Fabrication By:  Rob Clague & Matt McGiboney
City/State:  Grapevine, TX
year: 1979...On The Title
Model: Panhead Chopper
Value: $12K - 15K
Time:  6 Months
  
ENGINE 
Year: 1953 Rt Case, 1970 Lt Case
Model:  Panhead
Builder: Gasshole Garage 
Ignition: Mallory Electronic
Displacement: 80 c.i.
Pistons: Keith Black 8.6:1
Heads: Motor Shop Outside Oiler
Carb: S&S Super E
Cam: H Grind
Air Cleaner:  S&S
Exhaust: Cycle Shack
Primary: Paughco

TRANSMISSION 
Year: 1970
Make: Harley-Davidson
Shifting: Ratchet Top

FRAME 
Year: 1953
Make: Harley-Davidson
Rake: 38 Degrees
stretch: None

forks
Make: Hydraulic
Builder: Harley-Davidson
extension: 6 Over Stock
triple trees:  FXWG 3 Degree Rake
  
WHEELS 
Front Wheel: Chrome OG Star Hub
Size: 21”
Tire: Avon Speedmaster
front Brake: Left Side drum
Rear Wheel: Star Hub
Size: 18”
Tire: Firestone
Rear Brake: Mechanical Drum Brake

PAINT 
Painter: Gasshole Garage
Color: Rootbeer Candy, Silver Metallic
Type: Kustom Shop
graphics:  Sterling Silver Leaf
molding:  None
  
ACCESSORIES 
Bars: Drag Bars
Risers: 6” 
hand controls: Stock W/ Mousetrap Clutch Release
Gas Tank(s): Narrow Frisco
Front fender: N/A
rear fender: Chromed 5” Flat Fender
Seat: NOS King & Queen
Oil Tank: Hexed Horseshoe
Headlight: Bates
Tailight: Lucas
Speedo: Mini Mounted To Risers

photographer: Mark Velazquez
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it a true 70’s Chopper. Matt and Rob 
decided to rebuild the engine at the 
same time but decided that keeping 
it the rare hybrid 1953 right case, 
1970 left case was a must.  Along with 
keeping the mousetrap clutch and 
King and Queen seat everything else 
was be re-done. They added 3 degree 
trees from an FX Wide Glide in the end 
to keep it right in the true sprit of a 

see before and is a true retro chopper 
that takes you right back to the 70’s.

With six others in his stable at the 
moment this is his front-runner.  Rob 
calls this bike a “legacy bike” because 
he understands that it may not be his 

forever bike.  The way he sees it is that 
this is a bike that has been passed 
along at least three times before, each 
time someone was lucky enough to be 
its caretaker they made it their own 
with a custom part here and there.  
With that in mind it is thought that 
those caretakers left their own legacy 
for the next.  So, for now this legacy is 
in the proud hands of Rob, the current 
caretaker.  Maybe one day he will pass 
this legacy on for yet another lucky one. 
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EAR YE, HEAR YE, HEAR YE… The Motorcycle 
World Court is now in session.  In the matter of 
the injustices of government and the injustices of 
mankind.  Present in the court room today – the 
entire biker community acting as Judge & Jury.

Members of the jury, please raise your right hand… Your 
duty today will be to determine whether the defendants 
are guilty or not guilty based only on facts and evidence 
provided in this case.  The prosecution has the burden 
of proving the guilt of the defendant beyond a reasonable 
doubt. This burden remains on the prosecution through 
the trial. The prosecution must prove that an injustice 
was committed and that the defendant is the person who 

of the defendant’s guilt to that extent, then reasonable 
doubt exists and the defendant must be found not guilty…  

Most of you (if you don’t live in a cave) know that a 
shootout took place in Waco, TX last month.   The facts 
of the case are as follows: (a) Five motorcycle clubs came 
together at a Twin Peaks restaurant to have a meeting (b) 

shooting into the crowd.  (c) Nine people are dead (d) 
Eighteen people wounded and (e) 170 people incarcerated 
under a blanket charge.  (f) When the smoke cleared…a 
number of the victims were killed by shots to the head 
and neck. (g) As of this writing; CNN reports that Waco 

I wasn’t there, so I can’t provide eye witness 
testimony, but I ask you….Were the 170 individuals 
all guilty of civil disobedience?  Or murder?  Were they 
all guilty of being animals out of control?  Or simply 
of being warriors who were in the wrong place at the 
wrong time?  Guilty – or not guilty – of living their life 
the way they chose and choosing to die the same way?  

In the case of the shootout in Waco, TX; there are 170 
individuals held against their will, the majority of them 
without any kind of proof that they, as individuals, 
even should be held at all.  And, that, ladies and 
gentlemen of the jury, is called the Patriot Act.  This 
Act gave police unlimited powers against U.S. citizens.  
Powers that many believe ran completely contrary to 
intent of the Bill of Rights and the Constitution of the 
United States of America as drafted by our forefathers.

Article By: Jim Red Cloud

The good news though is that as of 00:01on June 1, 
many provisions of that non-warrant gathering Act 
intended to protect us from those bearded guys who pray to 
Allah, have expired.  Lapsed into history with law makers 
running around yelling that the sky is falling…  Telling us 
that we won’t be safe without these provisions in place.

But, think about it…  With law enforcement being all up 
in arms over recent unrest in Ferguson, MO; Baltimore, 
MD and New York City… How safe do you feel any where?  
Much less at mass public gatherings of motorcycles 
like Laconia or Biketoberfest?  Or even the Run to the 
Wall in honor of our fallen veterans for that matter?  
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The Lone Star Rally in 
Galveston last fall was a real 
melting pot of human beings 
and I was surprised at how 
well all the races got along.  
Black clubs, white clubs, it 
didn’t matter – everybody 
got along!  At the time, it 
seemed as if bikers were the 
only community that was 
able to come together as 
one people.  Everyone else 

protesting and burning their 
f#@king towns.  But, the 
harmony inside that biking 
community is generally 
unique.  It was pretty 
amazing to watch the unity 
between all the clubs and I 
remember thinking at the 
time that we might be on to 
something there...  It might 
be that the metal horse, the 
Sunka Mila Wanka – (Holy 
Metal Horse) brings people 
together.  I even asked 
myself, “What’s wrong 
with the rest of the world?”  

…Then Waco happened 
and now the biker lifestyle 
is being condemned by 
every cager in the nation.  
Hell, there’s even talk of 
a nationwide ban on all 
colors!!  It doesn’t matter 
if you’re Riding for Christ, 
or a 1% club, colors will be 
illegal if the law makers get 
their way.  I mean… WTF!?!?  

I suspect that if you’re 
reading this article you 
live your life on 2 wheels.  
Whether you wear colors or 
not, you’re not stunted by 

glass and windows, metal 
and 4 wheels.  And I suppose 
I’ll be preaching to the choir 
if I say that bikers are some 
of the kindest people you 
could ever hope to meet!  

Just look at the Hoka Hey 
riders for example.  The 
organization took the prize 
money out of the event in 
2016 but people are still 
signing up in droves just to 
be part of something that 
helps others.  These riders 
are prepared to put their 
lives on the line for a cause 
greater than themselves!

Do these men & women 
deserve to be marginalized 
because they wear HHMC 
patches on their backs?  
Should you be shunned 
because the biker lifestyle 
chose you?  Should all bikers 
be condemned because of 
what happened in Waco, TX? 

Remember that under 
the law the defendants are 
presumed to be innocent 
until proven guilty. The 
prosecution must prove that 
all bikers are bad because 
of the way they look, or 
because they associate 
with other bikers in a 
club.  The prosecution has 
presented no real evidence 
to prove the case beyond 
a reasonable doubt and, 
therefore, the defendants 
must be found, not guilty.

Ride Free / Live Free.  
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o the loyal FXR Spotlight 
readers out there you may 
have noticed I missed a beat 
last month and didn’t get my 
Spotlight in on time. We’ll I’m 

doing my best to make it up to you 
this month. This month’s 
spotlight is Joe Glaze of 
Wellington Colorado. His 
FXRs are no slouches. 
Joe reached out to me via 
email in April with a short 
video of his freshly rebuilt 
‘85 FXRS that is starting 
a new life as a drag bike. 
The video was a brief walk 
around of the motorcycle 
while it was idling on the 
bike lift. Friends who know 
me well know that not only 
do I love motorcycles but I 
love to drag race them as 
well. Needless to say Joe’s ’85 named 
“Goblin 1” had no problem grabbing 
my attention. If you’ve been reading 

T

Article By: Joe Mielke
Photos Courtesy Of: Joe Glaze

the Spotlight from the beginning you 
may remember the First Episode was 
a feature of my good friend Brian 
Korelec of Mentor Ohio and his 1992 
FXLR, wheelie bars and all. Well, it 
only stands to reason that Joe and 

Brian duel it out on the drag strip 
one day. Right?!? Wouldn’t that be 
a blast? An all FXR drag race event! 

Something to work towards I guess. 
Now that I’ve wetted your appetites for 
some side by side FXR drag races let’s 
take a closer look at Joe and his affair 
with the FXR, the fast kind!

Spotlight: How did you get exposed 
to motorcycles? (Who, 
When, Where)

JG: I was 10 years old in 
1975 when Larry Alexander 
who worked for my dad 
took me for a ride on his 
chopper.  Shortly after that 
ride, I saw EasyRider for 

point on my goal was to 
own a Harley.  My mother 
took me to the local Harley 
shop when I was twelve 
and bought me a patch for 
my Levi jacket.

Spotlight: What was your 

JG: 1976 Sportster when I was 20 
years old.  It was candy apple blue 
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and chrome. I got it from a guy at 
work.

Spotlight: When did you get your 

JG:1988

JG: 1988 Super Glide

good and feel right.

JG: Down the Poudre Canyon from 

email 

rd Annual 

A
throughout the day.  Glencoe Campground 

 or on 

fxrfriday
th rd Annual 

THE 3RD ANNUAL STURGIS FXR SHOW
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f you read my review of the Indian 
Chief Classic, you know that I have 
a checkered past with the Indian 
brand. Back in 2001, I convinced 
the owners of the Indian dealership 
I managed to let me rake out (with 

raked trees) and put extended fork 
tubes on a bright yellow Gilroy Indian 
Scout. I was so proud of that bike that 
I rode it down Main Street in Sturgis 
with my new bride on the back. It 
was the same year Jesse 

Mania II, and I met 
Jesse, Indian Larry and 

time around then. I was 
keeping current with 
the chopper culture by 
reading through issues 
of Ironhorse (when it still 
featured naked ladies 
on motorcycles), and I 
really had no clue . . . 
but I knew what I liked.

The Gilroy Indian 
Scout was basically 
a bolt-together 
aftermarket softail 
platform with a 
headdress fender light, 
some Indian badging, 
a Korean tranny                                                                                                                                           
and an S&S 88-inch 
power plant. It rode as 
well as any proto-softail 
but lacked a real style 
of its own. I heard the 
words “Harley clone” 
muttered many times when I rode it.

When the new Indian Scout was 
unveiled at Sturgis in 2014, I had 
reservations. It was so modern looking, 
and the power plant had a vaguely 
imported look to it, accentuated by 
the radiator being up front. I read 
everything I could on it but was having 

I
Article & Photos By: J. Ken Conte

a hard time reconciling the visual 
with my personal Indian history and 
experience. I knew it was based on the 
original 1920 Scout for styling cues, 
with the classic mimicry of a rigid rear 
triangle but with the exposed rear 
shocks I knew would make for a true 
performance ride. Peers kept telling 
me: “You have to ride one—they’re a 
blast.” Finally, I knew I had to pocket 
my preconceived notions and take one 

for a few days, so I could have my own 
Scout experience. I thought Daytona 
would make a great proving ground.

Daytona is the perfect combination 

for a real-life test ride. Daytona 2015 
featured near perfect weather, and I 
got to ride the snappy beast known as 

the 2015 Indian Scout for two solid 

footed, and the wide front tire gave 
a sense of stability (a running theme 
in the Indian brand). I found that the 
Scout really did have a low center of 
gravity, and the brakes gripped well 
with expected tendencies, even when 
heavy rear pressure was applied. 
I did feel a little more on top of the 

bike then I typically like, 
but the foot position was 
perfect for someone with 
my six-foot frame. The 
bars were adjustable, so 
they were a little more 
height friendly, and the 
possible inclusion of some 
mini-apes or taller risers 
might alleviate some of 
the forward hunching I 
felt.

The power—oh, the 
power!—of the 69 cubic 
inches of this bike was 
unmatched. It was so light 
that, in any gear, I just 
kept grabbing throttle, 
and it wanted to give more 
and more. I never even hit 
the rev limiter at well over 
8,000 rpms. The claimed 
100 horsepower with 
stock pipes was there 
throughout, and it always 
wanted to give more. This 
was a bike that could 
easily get you ticketed 

and thrown in jail, no problem. But 
there was something very different 
about the power, as evidenced by the 
high-revving water-cooled engine. It 
was there, but it seemed so smooth 
and calculated—not the experience I 
was familiar with—until I opened the 
throttle. When that throttle opened 
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cycle source magazine - BETWEEN THE LINES
SPEED AND STRENGTH RESTO-MOD GOLD HELMET
I have ridden with many different helmets over the years. Although the state I live in doesn’t 
require it, I choose to wear one. I believe the choice of how to protect his or her own brain 
should be left to the individual. I have worn several different brands’ ¾ helmets for several 
years now. What I like about these helmets is the feeling of the wind in your face; what I don’t 
care for is the wind buffeting at high speeds. The Speed and Strength is a superior helmet for 

it has great ventilation, for which I was grateful during the hot spring days riding Daytona. 
I did encounter the typical wind buffeting that you get with any ¾ helmet, but I’ll live with 
that to have the wind in my face. www.ssgear.com



32  August ‘15  CYCLE SOURCE 

up, it felt like anything was possible: 
it begged to split lanes (not legal in 
Florida and not something I tried) 
and wheelie down Main Street (also 
not something I tried). The Scout 
is happily positioned between a 
traditional V-twin and a super cruiser 
(think Yamaha V-Max with better 
handling). I couldn’t differentiate its 
sound from the stock exhaust until 
I heard a V-Rod. The Scout had a 
sound very similar to the V-Rod, and 
I’m sure it could be improved with 
aftermarket additions and easily get 
you well above 100 hp. 

Everywhere I went people asked me 
about the Scout—anyone who knew 
anything was asking what I thought. 
I even had people run me down and 
ask questions at stoplights. I’ll tell you 
what I told them: The Indian Scout is 
its own bike with its own design, easily 
discernible from competitors. It offers 
every rider a unique experience. But 
you need to ride this 100-horsepower 
beast through the streets and on the 
open road to judge it for yourself. 

cycle source - BETWEEN THE LINES
SPEED AND STRENGTH BLACK 9 MOTO SHOE

  When I started riding, I always wore 
boots…but I’m not really a boots kind 
of guy, unless it’s cold out. Now I ride 
in high tops, typically Vans. When I saw 
the new Speed and Strength Black 9 
Moto Shoe by Biker’s Choice, I thought 
I might have found a suitable sneaker 
actually meant for riding. They may 
look like a casual athletic shoe, but they 
have added reinforcement in the ankles. 

I wore them riding for several days in 
a row and walked in the Daytona heat 
and humidity in complete comfort. They 
showed little sign of wear and are now 
my favorite riding shoes. I’m not saying 
I’m hanging up my Vans for good, but 
if I had a trip coming up, and I could 
only take one pair of shoes, I’d take the 
Black 9s. www.ssgear.com
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FIND TEN DIFFERENT THINGS ON MAD JAPS SHOVEL
NO THERE ISN’T ANY REAL PRIZE, JUST SOMETHING TO DO WHILE YOU’RE IN THE CAN.
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ello there Cycle Source readers, 
welcome back to the exciting and 
never boring or lame part of the 
magazine, Killer’s Chronicles!! 
For those of you who are new, 

this is a monthly article where I (Killer) talk 
about my crazy, unusual, and fantastic 
life with my Mum and the Editor/Owner 

have to admit, things here are getting a 
little crazy right now, and by right now, 

edging our way into the busy season and 
we’ve already had our obligatory goodbye 
party (a killer Memorial Day BBQ) for our 
friends and family that probably won’t 
see us again until at least December 
and have already started rationing out 
food and water for when we take to the 

and trying to stealthily ignore the piling 
boxes of unprinted shirts and shop rags 

you didn’t read that), it’s hard to tell 
what shoe I’m putting on which foot in 

H

Article By: Amelia Rose

family with the magazine and can’t think 

ready for the many motorcycle events we 
will work this summer, there’s another 
pretty important event going on in my 

will be graduating from high school and 
moving on into the real world, a world 

scary (and truthfully a bit dull) as it 
may seem, I have everyone here at Cycle 
Source standing behind me, ready to 
catch me if I fall or give me a kind kick 

Now, how this relates to the magazine? 
Well, now that I’ve graduated, I can spend 
more time working with the magazine 
and becoming more heavily involved with 

there and help at the rallies, I’ve started 
helping Chris more with social media/
blogging and become more involved with 

the photography and graphic design that 
goes into the magazine, both of those 

with the magazine? Hell yeah! This is a 
huge publication and little mistakes can 

abilities and there’s so much to learn 

that this summer I’ll be working pretty 
much full time for the magazine, giving 
me more time to devote to you guys, 

this wouldn’t be much of a column now 

one of the craziest thought for me, and 
probably Chris too? By the time you guys 
get this at home or in the newsstands, 
it will have been a year since I started 
working for Cycle Source, and my 9th 

an absolute pleasure writing for you 
guys and sharing my story as I begin 

really lame thing we call life as a recent 

work begins and I can’t wait to see what 
the world has in store for me as I push on 

When did I go from being a little girl in 
pigtails to a high school graduate? I bet 
my mum has been tearing up as she proof 
reads this for deadline, and actually, I am 

it’s over, but because I’m so glad I can 
keep growing and show the world what 

It’s deadline and I suppose I have to 

to send me any questions or comments 
(or concerns for my mental health and 
safety) at , 
or send me letters! Please write to me, I 
love getting letters and reading what you 

to send them there and well, I live with 

the real “Jake From State Farm”)
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he majority of my writing for Cycle 
Source is concentrated around tech 

articles. Although I enjoy the “teaching” 
aspect of writing instructional techs, 
every now and then I get the opportunity 
to write about a builder that I truly 
admire and draw inspiration from in my 

own work; a builder who builds a motorcycle 
with a “purpose”.  When Chris asked me if 
I would be interested in writing a feature 
on Dale Yamada I didn’t hesitate to say yes.  
Dale is one of those builders that really 
“gets it” in my opinion.  He’s not building 
bikes to get rich or famous, but because he 
truly loves the trade and his respect for his 
craft is second to none.  Just one look at 
Mad Jap Kustoms’ shop in Calgary Canada 
on any given work day will convince anyone 
of the professional manner in which Dale 
conducts his business.  The shop itself is a 
showpiece, and every inch of the workshop 
is as clean and pristine as the bikes rolling 
out the front door.  Dale has an “all or 
nothing” attitude about everything from the 
way he manages his shop to the individual 
details on each bike he builds.  For him this 
is not a hobby or a past time.   Yamada 
sold a successful business in order to fund 
the startup of Mad Jap Kustoms and has 
set a standard for himself that he will not 
deviate from in either cost or production.  

T
Article By: Will Ramsey

Photos By: Ryan HK

Dale has no reservation about speaking his 
mind.  He has a very strong opinion about 
the motorcycle industry because he is very 
passionate about his trade.  It is his passion 
that drives him to build with a purpose.   

The Broken Spoke, where I was immediately 
drawn to his bikes.  They were clean, 
balanced, colorful, and powered by gorgeous 
shovelhead motors.  I followed his work 

as his hand made parts and engineering 
ideas evolved into show stopping bikes that 
can actually outperform many bikes on the 
road.  Dale was a Canadian Professional 
Superbike Racer until 2004, so he knows 
how to really put a bike to the test.  He 
has spent the last 4 years testing parts 
(particularly motor components) on his 
personal “unicorn” bike.  In Dale’s opinion, 
the heart of a motorcycle is in the motor.  As 
a motor builder Dale’s purpose is to strive 
for intricate perfection in assembling a 
motor. And he refuses to cut any corners in 
the process, including conducting his own 
R&D in the parking lot.  If you follow him 
on social media you will see a multitude 
of pictures of Dale doing wheelies on his 
stretched out chopper.  Now as cool as those 
pictures are there is actually a method to 
his madness.  After doing everything he can 
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to abuse his motor and transmission, 
Yamada yanks the entire drivetrain 
back out and disassembles it just to 
identify the weak link components.  
Now that is truly working with a 
purpose in mind.  

The ground-up custom builds being 
hand crafted by Yamada have such 
attention to detail that in the end the 
customers always walk away with 
a unique and dependable machine.  
The bike featured here is no different 
but does have an interesting tale of 
evolution.   The story of Ass Grass 
or Gas began when a young man 
showed up at Mad Jap Kustoms 

with his father’s worn out old super 
glide and asked Dale to build him a 
monster shovelhead motor for the 
bike.  Yamada went all in and built 
his new customer, Jake, a polished, 
blueprinted 104’ dual plugged, 
magneto driven monster.  Once the 

motor was installed back in the old 
Super Glide it took less than a week 
to trash the transmission.  Since the 
motor itself was an absolute work 
of perfectly tuned art, his customer 
asked Dale to go ahead and build an 
entire custom bike around the motor.  
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The only request from Jake was 
that he wanted long 70’s style tall 
exhaust pipes.  So with total creative 
freedom Yamada set out to design 
and build yet another stunning 
Mad Jap Kustom’s chopper.  Hand 
crafting detailed one off parts, like 
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ASS GASS OR GRASS TECH SHEET
  

Owner: Jake

City: Calgary, Alberta, Canada

Fabrication By: Mad Jap Kustoms

Year: 2015

Model: Chopper

  

ENGINE 
Year: 2015

Model: Shovelhead

Builder: Mad Jap Kustoms

Ignition: Morris Magneto

Displacement: 104”

Pistons: Carillo

Heads: Dual Plug S&S

Cam(s): Big

Carb: Super G

Air Cleaner:  Bison

Exhaust: Mad Jap Kustoms

Primary: Tech Cycle 

transmission
Year: 1990

Make: Harley Davidson

Shifting: Foot Clutch / Jockey Shift

FRAME 
Make: Mad Jap Kustoms

Forks 
Type: 35mm

Builder: Harley Davidson

Extension: None

Triple Trees: Stock

  

WHEELS 
Front Wheel: Spool

Size: 21”

Front Tire: Avon

Front brake: Hahahahaha

Size: 16”

Rear Tire: Avon Speedmaster

Rear Brake: Mad Jap Dual Radial Mount

PAINT 
Painter: 33 Customs

Color: Green / Gold / Black

  

ACCESSORIES 
Bars: Mad Jap KustomsBars

Gas Tank(s): Mad Jap Kustoms

rear fender: Bare Knuckle Choppers

Seat: Mad Jap Kustoms

Foot Controls: Mad Jap Kustoms

Oil Tank:Mad Jap Kustoms

Taillight: Mad Jap Kustoms

Photographer: Ryan HK

the polished stainless mid controls 

design concept of that classic chopper 
frame is what sets apart a build with a 
purpose from something just thrown 

bike had a different set of handlebars 

made a new set of handle bars before 

out to be chromed again.  “It’s just not 

personal perspective that purpose 

to the custom bike culture.   
   

Cycle Re-sources:
Mad Jap Kustoms
Calgary, AB
855-250-7919
www.madjapkustoms.com
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he process of learning a new 
skill set and doing something 
yourself carries a greater reward 
than simply saving money.  The 
pride of knowing what you have 
accomplished and then sharing 

it with others is worth far more than 

Lately I’ve been deep in the building 
trenches at Flat Broke Chops & 
Rods working feverishly on Board 
To Death. While I’ve been working 
on that project I’ve had the privelage 
to do some great tech articles on 
parts and projects that are avilable 
to the general consumer today. It 
was during a late night search and 
seize mission that I happened upon 
the web site of Hammer In Hand 
Customs. I have always wanted to try 
my hand at tooling a custom leather 
seat, but have never had the time to 
research the tools, the material or the 
proper procedure. I have long been a 
big fan of the work of guys like Duane 
Ballard and Curt Green, and the 
thought of doing something even in an 
elementary capacity in that genre was 

T
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inticing. So, when I saw the Custom 
Leather Seat kit on their website, at 
just $299.00 I was in. I mean here 
was a pre-made package built just 
for cats like me. It had the basic seat 
pan, complete with upper and lower 
leather pieces, foam cushion already 
installed and all the tools to start my 
quest on tooling my own seat. It even 
comes with a 
DVD to show you 
how to tool, stitch 
and dye the seat. 
I immediately 
signed up for the 
deal and logged 
off for the night 
without another 
thought. The 
following article 
was compiled the 
day it came in 
the mail. In one 
day, with the girls 
working with me, 
we completed our 

at the kitchen 

table, and I must say I’m pretty proud 
of the results. The best part of the 
whole package is the fact that the 
Instructional DVD that was included 
was so well nariated that I felt 

and giving it a shot.

Here is the kit as it comes with all the tools, the seat pan, 
leather and even the tracing paper for your design to be 
transferred.
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Pictured here are the six basic tools 
that are most commonly used in 
tooling leather. While a professional 
seat maker may have hundreds of 
these tools, these are a great start. 
A. Swivel knife B. Stylus C. Beveller 
D. Backgrounder E. Pear Shader F. 

to put the shop’s name on it.

We start by tracing our seat pattern 
onto our tracing paper so we know 

important to also mark out the stitch 
holes for this.

From here we can cut out the seat 
pattern so the design can be centered 
perfectly.

To further assist in that we fold the 
tracing paper in half side to side.

With blue masking tape we secure 
the location of the design on our seat 
template and begin to trace it.

The beginning of the transfer starts 
with what they call casing the leather. 
This is basically soaking it down with 
water but not actually soaking. Water 
is applied with a sponge a little at a 
time. Too much water is as bad as not 
enough.

With the leather damp you transfer the 
design with the Stylus. Firm pressure 
tracing over the design embosses it 
onto the leather seat template.

From this point on, the leather must 

your work it is suggested that you 
wrap it in plastic and put it in the 
refrigerator. God my chick loved that 
part.

With the design transferred you start 
with the Swivel blade. The blade is 
kept at a 45 degree angle front to back 
and a 90 degree angle side to side. 
All cuts are pulled towards you and 

deep is key. You just want to separate 
the leather for tooling. 

With this tool you “shelf” one side of 
the line to give your work the three-

kinda quick to learn. This is where 
the amount of water comes into play. 
Too much and the leather is squishy 
and won’t hold a design well, too little 
and it will be hard to tool and will be 
bumpy.



46  August  ‘15  CYCLE SOURCE 



    CYCLE SOURCE  August  ‘15  47

one side, we come back 
with the other end of the 
lacing, creating our cross-
stitch. Each time a lace is 
completed we check that 
the leather is tight and the 
stitch isn’t twisted.

Once we get around the 
top of one side we thread 
another section of lacing 
with two more needles 
through from the middle 
and go in the other 
direction. This helps to 
keep the leather centered 
and distributed equally as 
we stitch.

we move on to the dying 
of the hide. We start with 
the brown leather dye that 
came in our kit and apply 
a generous amount over 
the entire seat. Again, there 
are a million ways this can 
be done but for us a simple 

Once the hide is covered 
well we begin to wipe of the 
excess dye. Try not to let 
any part of the dye dry fully 
before you wipe it off, this 
keeps it from streaking.

After the brown dye dries a 
little we come back and use 

the supplied black dye to go 
around our edges. After it is 
applied we wipe it down as 
well but we also use the dye 
to fade into the brown to 
give it the sunburst effect.

Here you can see one of the 
little extra details we made 
using the seeder and the 

million possibilities but we 
kept it somewhat simple for 

too bad considering that 
we didn’t practice on any of 

just jumped in with both 

looking forward to another 
chance to do this again. 

order another blank seat 
template and seat pan from 

for only $180.

Cycle Re-sources:
Hammer In Hand Custom Cycles
St. Johns, MI
989-227-2453
www.hammerinhandcycles.com
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I
’m still humbled each time someone is sincere about 
asking me to do work for them.  The majority of people 
work hard for their paycheck, just like you and I do, 
and I know it is a big decision to part with money and 
to put trust in someone to place equal value on it.  I 
know a lot of guys who price their work according to 
what they believe a customer is willing and capable 
of paying- instead of pricing it on a realistic value 

for the work performed.  For guys like Xavier Muriel, I 
know this happens more often than it should.  Xavier 
is a close personal friend, and I consider him to be like 
a brother.  He’s been the hard hitting drummer for the 
rock band Buckcherry since 2005, but I met him before 
that.  Xavier is perceived by most to be a rockstar. And 

he is.  But, to me, Xavier is someone who works every 
day so he can afford to live, have time for his family and 
friends, and ride his motorcycles as often as possible.  I 
was, once again, humbled, when Xavier asked me to 
build him a custom motorcycle.  And, I was pleased to 
know he’d be treated fairly. 

To say that a lot has taken place in the last ten years 
of my life is an understatement, so forgive me if some 
details regarding Xavier’s bike are foggy.  I remember 
the feeling in my gut when Xavier asked me to build 
him a custom.  Before he asked, I had always been the 
most famous person I’d ever built a bike for.  This had 
been a source of amusement for me, in a period of time 
when athletes and celebrities of all types were handing 

Article  By: Billy Lane Photos By: Bart Mitchell
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over enormous sums of cash to builders 
with sketchy reputations for lackluster 
rides.  The amusement disappeared, 
though, because I knew Xavier wasn’t just 
talking.  He was serious, and I felt instant 
pressure to deliver.

It was important for me to keep cost as low 
as possible, so I found a donor motorcycle 
with a good stroker Panhead engine in it.  My 
friend Wayne at Southern V-Twin had built 
the engine with quality parts, and I knew his 
work was the tops.  I tore the engine down, 
inspected Wayne’s work, and sent the cases 
to be polished and the cylinders and heads 
to be powder-coated at Precision. Bert sent 
me a Baker N-1 six speed gearbox, and I 
got Xavier a 3-inch belt drive from Rivera 
Engineering.  Great components make great 
bikes, and I always use American-made 
parts whenever possible.  The springer fork 
is a Paughco taper-leg unit, and I think it 

is ten-inches over stock length.  I would have 
sworn the frame is one of mine, but it looks 
like it is probably a Santee with four inches of 

cut all of the junk off the frame and moved 

are stainless steel, with stainless spokes and 
stainless hubs.  If I remember correctly, the 
rear is 17” x 7” with a 200mm tire (like I used 
on the Knuckle Sandwich and Devil-in-a-Red 
Dress).  I almost always use a 21-inch wheel 
up front with chopper-style customs.

I made the majority of the remaining parts by 
hand.  Xavier liked bits and pieces of different 
customs I’d built, so we discussed how to bring 
different elements together tastefully.  I made 

hubless wheeled bike, Psychobilly Cadillac.  The 

handlebar kits, which were also derived from 
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the Psychobilly Cadillac

MissBehavin’.  The 

Hell’sBelle

Bobzilla

Bobzilla



SWEET MARIA TECH SHEET  

Owner: Xavier Muriel
City: Los Angeles, CA
Fabrication By: Billy Lane-Choppers Inc.
Year: 2006
Model: OG Rigid
Value: You Don’t Have That Much
Time: 10 Months
  

ENGINE 
Year: 2006
Model: Panhead
Builder: Billy Lane
Ignition: Mallory
Displacement: 93”
Pistons: Wiseco
Heads: STD
Cam(s): S&S 512
Carb: Super E
Air Cleaner: Stack
Exhaust: Choppers Inc.
Primary: 3” Rivera

transmission 
Year: 2006
Make: Baker
shifting: Foot

FRAME 
Year: 2006
Make: Santee
Rake: 40 Degree
Stretch: Seat Moved Back 5”

forks 
Type: Springer
Make: Paughco
Extension:: 10” Over
  

WHEELS 
Front Wheel: 

Size: 21”
Front Tire: Avon
Front brake: PM w/ 13” Rotor
Rear Wheel: 

Size: 17 x 7”
Rear Tire: Metzeler
Rear Brake: GMA Inside Out

PAINT 
Painter: Liquid Illusions
Color: Candy Tangerine
Graphics: Suttle
  

ACCESSORIES 
Hand Controls: PM
rear fender): Molded To Frame
Seat: Choppers Inc
Upholstery: Jay Fortin
Foot Conttols: Chevy Connecting Rod
Oil Tank: Choppers Inc. Nasty Oil Tank
Headlight: Paughco
Taillight: Ace Of Spade - Choppers Inc.
Speedo: No Need For One

Photographer: Bart Mitchell
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the envelope in creating amazing work. 
Now as a longtime friend I wait in great 
anticipation as I’m sure a lot of you do 
as well, to see what his latest build will 
be. I’m honored to be a friend as well as 
a customer to one of the greats!!! LNR 
Xavier

Cycle-Resources:
Choppers Inc.
choppers@choppersinc.com
facebook.com/ChoppersInc
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wife was so happy to see the comfort 
and storage available with the FLHXS. 
We ate up the miles on the Street 

California sunshine. That night, we 
got to share in a top-notch banquet 
dinner for the 1st Invitational Why We 
Ride to the Quail group. Bell helmets 
was present, “mapping” heads for 

of speakers from the AMA, Kawasaki, 
Indian, as well as a representative from 
the Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation. 
Bryan Carroll and James Walker 
served as masters of ceremonies and 
the night ended with recognizing Tigra 
Tsujikawa for everything she did to 
help organize and run the event.

The next morning, we all gathered 
and took a scenic loop down the coast 
and out to The Quail Motorcycle 
Gathering. Because we were rolling 
with a pre-arranged group, we enjoyed 
reserved parking, right by the gate, 
and easily entered the venue with no 
problems. The bikes were astounding, 
and while walking around I realized 
there were several antique motorcycles 
present that I had never seen in 
person—I’d only viewed them online 
and in books. The wide array included 
a ’36 Knuckle chopper, a 1912 Pope, 
and a ’51 Mondial 125. Every year 

bikes, in addition to the usual classes. 

This year they focused on Military 
motorcycles. I expected Orange 
County Choppers tribute motorcycles, 
but what I got was a healthy dose of 
classic Military bikes, complete with 
faux grenades and 50-caliber machine 
guns. Very cool motorcycles that I will 
most likely never see again.

The prize I most enjoyed seeing 
presented was the Why We Ride 
Award, because the kids select the 
winner. All the children who want to 
participate get to vote on bikes and 
say why they like each one. I felt like I 
was looking at the living future of our 
sport. This year they picked a classic 
1971 Honda SL-70 Street: a great 
bike that exudes the 1970s and is the 
perfect size for any kid to terrorize his 
or her neighborhood. The whole event 
lasts six hours, features amazing food, 
and boasts some of the most exotic 
classic motorcycles in the world. This 
year it was rumored that 400 bikes 
were displayed in the show.

The next morning, I got my wife off 
to the airport and headed south on the 
PCH with the ARCH crew, including 
the two co-founders. The sky cleared, 
and although we hit some Sunday 

Sur—and ultimately all the way to Los 
Angeles—is one I won’t soon forget.



ain Chapman was the kind of man 
you want to have as a friend. For me 
he would show up out of nowhere 
and somehow seemed to have 
always been right there with us 

even though we only knew him for a 

ask if he could lend a hand, the last one to 
bitch about anything in spite of his physical 
challenges that he seemed to be oblivious to. 
He was a truly content human being, ready 
with a smile and a handshake for anyone 
he came across. I will personally spend 
the rest of this wretched lifetime trying to 
be more like him in my daily life and will 

the qualities of the kid who came for a ride 
and joined the family. He was an amazing 
man, rode a bike with one leg better than 
most men that I know with two. He worked 
harder than a piece of iron farm machinery 

D
Article By Cycle Source Staff 

Photos By: Michael Lichter
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and if he counted you as a friend, there was 
nothing he wouldn’t do for you.

Dain was taken from us in a motorcycle 
accident on his way to the Choppertown 
Camparound this past month and the world 
shook with the news of his passing. It turns 
out that he was the same for people across 
the country as he was for our crew. He will 
be missed by all of them but for us we will 
unfortunately be forced to push on without 
the aid and comfort of our “Little General.” 
We love you brother, Godspeed - Chris

Dain’s Story By Ed & Diane
In 2010 Dain and I decided we were going 

to do a museum tour visiting museums 
within 200 miles of Nashville.  I was at 
Thunder Beach in Panama City when, it 
started to rain back home - and it didn’t stop.  

in Nashville but I didn’t get his texts.  It was 
dark and I was only 10miles from home but 

half way down and in I went into the newly 
formed river.  This set me back a bit and 
neither I, nor my bike, were well enough to 
go on our scheduled museum tour. So, Dain 
headed out on his own.  

museum in Birmingham, AL but he arrived 
right at closing time.  The security guard 
saw his disappointment and when Dain 
returned the following morning he learned 
that the guard had paid his entrance fee!  
Next he headed to the Panhead museum 
in GA and lastly, he headed to the Wheels 

NC.    Dain spent a whole day absorbing 
each display.  At closing time Dale Walksler 
(owner) invited him to sleep in the upstairs 
of the museum.  Dain was honored.  Dale 



      

put him to work and kept him for a few 
days.  When Dain was thinking of leaving 
Dale suggested he hang around ‘cause there 
is a biker group comin’ in later and they are 
having a party in Reliance and you should 
go’.  Dain was reluctant but after multiple 
invites he decided he would go 
along.  When Dain returned 
home he wouldn’t stop talking 
about the people he had met 
and all the things he did.  He 
so excited as he told the stories 
of the Cycle Source family and 
BMR that I knew we’d go the 
following year.  - Ed  

It was the second year of the 
BMR and we were excited about 
our overnight stop at the Wheels 
Through Time Museum in Maggie 
Valley, NC.   We were taking our 
time in the morning, packing up 
and getting ready for the last leg 
of the Gypsy Tour for a 3 day 
party we call BMR.  I was sitting 
on the side of the WTT building, 
in the shade, by myself, when I 
heard a voice say “Hello beautiful, how you 
doin today?” in a beautiful southern drawl.  
We chatted for a bit and revealed how we 
both ended up at this point in the map. 

described how a number of guys had invited 
him along – it would turn out to be a life 
changing decision.

 The next day Dain insisted that he assist 
with the bike games and contribute to any 
work required throughout the weekend.  

Chris said we need a boat in the river to 
determine the winner of the relay race – Dain 
was on it.  He had the best seat in the house 
as Bean’re and others dumped their bikes at 
rivers edge and jumped into the river.  What 
a blast we had that weekend.  We danced, 

drank, rode, played, partied, attended a 

pictures and kept saying “I wish Eddie was 
here, I can’t wait to tell him about y’all”.  
That weekend was the beginning of0m any 

friendships, when fate brought 
Dain into our lives.  

We all have our own stories 
of Dain, now held in our hearts.  
Through all of Dain’s daily struggles, 
he never showed anything but joy 
and oozed of optimism.  He was 
happy and content on his bike and 
being in the company of his biker 
family. The type of man put on this 
earth to make other’s realize just 
how lucky we all are. It was in his 
smile.

He was with our family for 
just 5 years but it felt like a 
lifetime as he only had to touch 
your heart once– this was Dain.  
Inspirational, hardworking, 
dedicated, considerate, giving and 
so appreciative. In Dains’ words “I 

am so blessed” and so are we.  We miss you 
already. Get ready for us buddy, we are all 
coming soon. - Diane
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reetings fellow riders! By 
now most of us have pulled 
off the cover, checked 

much pulled our sleds out 
of hibernation for a much 

anticipated 
r i d i n g 
season! I’m 
writing this 
as I lay in 
my bunk 
on the 
bus after 
h a v i n g 
played yet 
a n o t h e r 
s h o w 
somewhere 
in Mass. 
Just a 
week ago 
I was in 
sunny California shooting a video 

record. We used bikes and hot rods 
to shoot the video and of course 
Keith and I rode our bikes in it. He 
was on his Indian Larry bike and I 
on my Choppers Inc. bike so both 

G families were well represented. It 
was a very long day of riding in the 
Cali desert with most of the action 
sequence being shot on a faraway 
stretch of highway. It always amazes 
me how much footage has to be shot, 

hours and hours for a 4 minute 
song and that’s just the riding and 
hot rod shots. There’s still a whole 
other half day chocked full of band 
performance shooting, that includes 
playing the song over and over till 
the director says “cut” and “that’s a 

wrap”. When I was a kid dreaming 
of making videos like my idols were 
doing in their perspective bands 
I had no idea that it was that time 
consuming, I guess when you get 
to see the other side of the curtain 
things become a lot more clear but 
none the less I wouldn’t change it for 
the world. We are slated to play a few 
bike events in the coming months 
including Sturgis’s 75th Anniversary 
at the Buffalo Chip on August 6th, 
this will mark the 10th year in a 
row we’ve been asked to play, and 
it’s kinda become a home for us in 
Sturgis! This year will be especially 
great for me as most of my buds in 
the bike and building world will be 
there. Lots of great friends, lots of 
Rock-n-Roll and hopefully lots of 
you!! If you see me walking around 
please come up and introduce 
yourself, I’m always down for meeting 
fellow readers and riders!! This issue 
is a really special one for me as my 
Choppers Inc. bike built by my bud 
Billy Lane is gracing the cover and I 
can’t say thank you enough to Chris 
and Heather for making that happen! 
I’ve been blessed enough to be on the 
cover of Modern Drummer magazine 
and for drummers that’s considered 
the Holy Grail. My father who passed 

in 2012 always told me when I was a 
kid “ you can do anything you want, 
if you want it bad enough and that 
your just as good as those guys” so 
when I got the cover he said see “I 
told you” Now the second milestone 
of my career is being on the cover 

of this mag, 
b e c a u s e 
the only 
two things 
that I’m 
passionate 
about in 
this crazy 
world are 
drums and 
H a r l e y ’ s 
and since 
he pretty 
m u c h 
taught me 
how to 
work on 
my bikes, 

this one’s for you Dad I Love 
and miss you!! RIP. FMJR as 
Always ride safe and God Bless.
X 





62  August ‘15  CYCLE SOURCE 

W
Article By: Matt Reel
Photos By: Carsten Fritzen

hen Carsten Fritzen bought a 
basket case project in 2012 his 
plan was to ride it to the Smoke 
Out the next year. In his newly 
acquired boxes of goodies was a 
Santee frame, a wide glide front 
end, some wheels, and some other 

odds and ends. All the stuff needed to get a 

project started.
The Santee frame was originally set up with 

an Evo engine and 5 speed tranny.  With the 
help of welding mastermind David Miller, 
Carsten made a few mods to the frame to get it 

in a Shovel Head engine and a 4 speed.
To make sure the bike would have plenty of 
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power to propel him thru whatever 
r o u t e 
he may 
c h o o s e 
Carsten 
tore the 
S h o v e l 
d o w n 
for a 
rebuild. 
T h e 
cylinders 
w e r e 
b o r e d 
.30 over 
a n d 
l o a d e d 
with new pistons. An Andrews 
cam with hydraulic lifters was 

used to help cram a little extra 
fuel and 
air into the 
chambers. 
A kick only 
2 inch BDL 
belt drive 
was used to 
attach it to 
the 4 speed.

To get 
t h i n g s 
r o l l i n g 
C a r s t e n 
traded the 
stock H-D 
wide glide 

that came with the boxes of stuff 
for a Durfee girder (I think he 

made out on that deal). A 21in 
spool wheel was loaded with an 
Avon Speedmaster and hung 
from the girder. A stock H-D 16in 
rear was used with a Shinko 
tire.  To get things slowed down 
when things get hairy a Buell 
caliper was used out back with 
a Suzuki master cylinder.

Now it was time to get some 
metal on the bike. A fender 
from Barons Speed Shop was 
suspended over the rear tire. A 
Moon Eyes oil tank was hung 
from the frame to provide the 
engine with its life’s blood and 
a gas tank from a Beesa was 
narrowed an inch and mounted.

Carsten then knocked out the 
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THE GREEN MANALISHI TECH SHEET

Owner: Carsten Fritzen aka The Angry Kraut
City: Fort Mill, SC
Fabrication By: Owner & the God of welding 
David “Dam Brit” Miller
Year: 2006
Model: Shovelhead
Time: 666 Days
value: A Soul & a BJ
 
ENGINE 
Year: 1981
Model: Shovelhead
Builder: Somebody In Cheesehead Land
Ignition: Blue Streak Points / Dyna Coil
Displacement: 1340cc /  Do The Math
Pistons: With Rings
heads: With Gasket
Cam(s): Andrews
Carb: S&S
Air Cleaner: The Angry Kraut
Exhaust: The Angry Kraut / Dam Brit
Primary: 2” BDL

TRANSMISSION 
Year: 1974
Make: Harely Davidson Rat Cheat Top
Shifting: Jockey

FRAME 
Year: 2000 And Something
Make: Santee
Rake: Could Be
Stetch: I Guess

forks 
Type: Girder
Builder: Durfee
Extension: What She Said...
Triple Trees:  C’Mon....

WHEELS 
Front Wheel: Spool
Size: 21”
Front Tire: Avon Speedmaster
Front Brake: Why?
Rear Wheel: Harley-Davidson
Size: 16”
REar tire: Shinko G 270
Rear Brake: 6 Piston Buell

PAINT 
Painter:  BoBo Hartzoge
Color: Candy Green
Color: Flake
Graphics: No Leather But Lace
chroming: Not Really
Molding: Here & There
  
ACCESSORIES 
Bars: The Angry Kraut / Dam Brit
risers: For What?
Hand Controls: The Angry Kraut / Suzuki
Gas Tank(s): British Small Arms
Front fender: None
Rear fender: Factory Metal Works
Seat: Jordan Design
Foot Controls:  Speedking by Ludwig 
Chicago
Oil Tank: Moon Eyes
Headlight: CCS (Cheap China Shit)
Taillight: Husqvarna / The Angry Kraut
Speedo: I’d Rather Swim Naked

Photographer: Carsten Fritzen

So, the next time you’re complaining 
about things that are holding up your 
project remember the story of Carsten 

by his deadline, but rode it with a 
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t has been almost a full year since I 
met Harry from Australia at the Big 
Mountain Run. We had some good 
conversation for the short time we 
spent together. He told me he was 
originally from Germany and that 
he was now living in Australia. 

He and his girl had come to visit the 

told me he had a bike shop and built 
choppers across the pond. They were 
excited to be in the states and only 
had two weeks to kill. Their plans 
were simple, Ride to the Big Mountain 
Run and then off to the Smoke Out, 
two events that they had read about 
in Cycle Source Magazine. They were 
having a great time and that’s where 
this story starts. He told me how lucky 
we were to be living in the U.S.A. and 
in his next breath he said I’m glad we 
were able to come to this country while 
you still have your freedom. Ours is 
slowly being taken away from us. He 

were being arrested for wearing colors. 
He also told me that it was true that 
anyone that was communicating to 
a person wearing colors could also 
be detained or arrested including 
their family members. I told him that 
I had written about that in Cycle 
Source and he said yes, I know, I 
read your article. Harry said you 
guys better watch your government 
or the same thing can happen to you. 

Well, it didn’t take long. Here we are 
in the middle of the biggest threat to 
our freedom since I have been born. 

Of Rights Amendments have all been 
violated at one time in one state and it 
happened to several citizens of all races 
in a free country in one afternoon. 

On May 17, 2015, it was reported 
by CBS National News that at Twin 
Peaks Mall in Waco Texas, there had 
been a shootout between two rival 
motorcycle clubs and the police. They 
reported that 9 people were dead and 
several injured. No police were killed. 

many others jumped to conclusions 

between two gangs over turf. We 
were told by the National News that 
they would give us more information 
as soon as it was available.

It took a while but the reports slowly 
started to come in a day later. They 
reported that there were a total of 9 
dead, 18 injured and 175 arrested. 
Those that were arrested were 
members of outlaw biker gangs and 
had been taken to the Jack Harwell 
Detention Center in Waco where they 
all were being held on 1 million dollar 
bonds. There were no reports on what 

reported that all surveillance footage 

used as evidence and the footage 
would be released at a later time.

At this point I began to get 
aggravated. I was beginning to believe 
that there was some kind of cover up 
going on. I started looking for more 
information on line. This was kind 
of frustrating because the few post 
that I read were friends asking the 
same questions I had been trying to 

charges and why is the bail so high? 
No one was giving out any facts. Then 
there were a few Facebook posts that 
were coming in from family members 
of those arrested stating that their 
loved ones were not members of the 
so called outlaw motorcycle clubs. 
There were stories of one man losing 
his job because of his incarceration 
and a husband and wife that were 
both being held for the 1 million dollar 
bond. A father and son that own a 
motorcycle shop that will be closed 
until they can get the bail money. 
Another man that has a landscaping 
business that will surly suffer from 
his absence.  Some are members 
of Veterans clubs and also some 
Christian clubs. Apparently this was a 
regularly scheduled meeting of Region 
1(Central Texas) Texas Confederation 
of Clubs and independents. It was 

just a big gathering of likeminded 
individuals discussing motorcycle 
rights and most likely planning 
events to raise money for charities 
because that’s what bikers do.  

To tell you the truth, I don’t know 
what is going on and I have seen 
more and more credible information 
questioned and disregarded. I have 
read many of the articles written by 
members of Waco Trib. The latest 
reports say that there was bond 
reduction offered only in exchange 
for waiving potential lawsuits in the 
Waco shootout. Then the next article 
says that’s all false. I believe that they 
were all charged with Title 11 Section 
7102 Texas law, engaging in criminal 
activity. Some of the sections of that 
law pertain to guilt by association.  
Some of this may be true and some may 
not. I have signed petitions for reduced 
bail. There are holes in everything I 
have read and I guess it’s up to the 

I haven’t put any names to this 
article for obvious reasons. He said, 
she said. All I know is that Harry 
was right. This could very well be the 
beginning to the end of FREEDOM as 
we know it. I asked my doctor about 
all of this. He told me the world is 
changing and democracy may be 
coming to an end. I felt better after 
hearing him say that. After all who 
can you trust? I have much respect 
for everyone that rides including the 
police but I will choose to keep an 
open mind but I will be very careful 
as to who I address as Brother. As far 
as responsible journalism, don’t trust 
any of us. It’s up to each individual 
to seek out the truth. The world of 
social media can be very confusing 
but that is what we have to work 
with. We also have news networks 
with political agendas. After all, this 
is a free country. Who can you trust?

           

I
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icking back up where we left off on 
our journey home to the states on 
Friday, November 5 we were heading 
to from BF Egypt to Hermosillo, 

Nogales USA. As we ride the road 
suddenly opens up to 6 lanes wide with 

a big center medium strip. What the heck, 
say what, crickey what. What the hell just 
happened? To our left there was service 
road that paralleled ours lined with busses. 
All I could see were huge buildings and I 
thought maybe there was an international 
airport there but that just wasn’t so. About 

like downtown LA at 5 pm. It just kept on 
going, going and going. For over a week now 
we haven’t seen anything that resembles 

anything that resembles modern civilization 
yet here it was, as if we were dropped into the 
twilight zone. We fueled up and proceeded 
into Hermosillo city center along with tons 

Hermosillo is the capital of Sonora State 
and the area we were suddenly exposed to 
was where all the big factories, like Ford, 
were set up to operate. Shit on a Harley 

had feeling of vibrancy. It left us completely 
dumbfounded.

Once through Hermosillo we had to head 

P

Article and Photos by: Kiwi Mike Tomas

North to Nogales. Suddenly we were greeted 
with a toll booth, surprise, and pay up 
Gringo. We pay our Peso’s and off we go on 
a brand new expressway. Wow this is super 
sweet. It’s about 200 miles to Nogales and 
we were cruising along quite nicely ‘till I 

on alongside the expressway so we pulled 
off into the dirt. We’ve had experience at 
changing a tire before so it wasn’t any big 
deal until I somehow managed to lose our 
tube valve installer. Bugger me days, bugger, 
bugger, bugger. There was a construction guy 
working up ahead and after a bit of awkward 
communication (hand gestures, scratching 
head, and tube in hand) we determined that 
he didn’t have the tool. Then he rummaged 
around and eventually found a short piece 
of tie/baling wire. He got a rock and beat 

bent it in a U shape and stuck it down the 
tube stem and tightened up the valve stem. 
Wow, holy shit, more proof Mexican’s are 
super resourceful. I love this kinda stuff. We 
pumped up the tire and off we went. 5 miles 

Off into the dirt alongside the highway we go 
and do this all over again. 5 miles later it’s 

3 miles. Shit a brick. Off comes the wheel 
and I feel for any imperfections on the rim. 
I feel a few little abnormalities but nothing 
that would cause a tube puncture. Fix it 

again and one of the times I left the wheel on 
the bike and did it with tire irons in place. 
It didn’t save any time by the way but I’d 
seen some dirt bike guys do it on TV so I 
just felt like I needed to do it just once. Just 
in case you lost count, I ended up having 

into Copper Canyon that makes a total of 

turns out the patches we had were 12 years 
old and wouldn’t stay glued to the tube for 

on a pitch black section of highway. The 
shoulder was only about 3’ wide and with 
big rigs hauling ass by, it seemed like just 
a short matter of time before we were going 
to be a statistic. Then out of the blue a guy 
pulls up in his pickup and offers to load up 
my bike and take us all the way to Nogales. 
He introduces himself as Jose Manual and 
Greg and I are trying to sum this up. This is 
the best offer we have had but is this guy for 
real? Especially considering what happened 
to us in the Sierra Madre Mountains. We 
already took a risk riding into Mexico, what 
the heck, let’s go for it. We found a low spot 
way off to the right of the road and backed 
the pickup to it. We hunted around for some 
rocks and broken crap and made a ramp 
all the way into the pickup bed. It was so 
perfect I was able to ride the bike straight 
on. Greg decided to ride in the cab with Jose 
while I rode Greg’s bike. 

We stopped for gas about 20 miles up 
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the road when Jose said he had to pick up 
his work mate at a little convenience store 
on the other side of the roadway. There’s 
nothing around other than this rinky dink 
gas station on one side of the road and a 
little shop like a 7/11. Oh boy, now this is 
starting to get hairy, is he the guy who is 
carrying the drugs???? Jose assured us it’s 
his work mate. Sure, pull the other leg, it 
plays jingle bells. Well as it turned out both 
Jose and Antonio were real nice genuine 

charge of a road paving crew that is repaving 
the whole downtown of Nogales Sonora.

So off we go, north towards Nogales when 
Jose says we gotta stop at a Taco stand on 
the side of the road, best Tacos in Mexico. 
It’s 11:30pm and we are hungry too so it 
sounds pretty darn good to us. Oh boy, he 
was right, damn good tacos!

At 12:30am we hit the border and we 

our deposit back and clear our bikes so they 
show exiting Mexico. We searched high and 
low for the place with no luck. Jose takes 

moved 20km’s (12 miles) back down the 
road we had just come in on. Say what, 
we didn’t see a sign or notice a thing. We 
know, we know it’s Mexico and shit just 
happens or doesn’t happen down here and 
no explanation is required. It’s just part of 
their culture.

Thankfully Jose didn’t have a problem 

taking us back down the road. Actually 
nothing was a problem to Jose as his 
standard reply was “no problem”. With 

way off to the left with no signage at all. It’s 

It took a while to go through the motions 
as my frame serial number can be a 
challenge to read. The serial numbers can’t 
be made clearer as that would be tampering, 
so it is what it is.

Once we were cleared and had our deposit 
back and exit papers and we headed back to 

the border, and not a moment too soon. 
I’m still on Greg’s bike and I get waved 

through in the express lane, sweet. Well it’s 
a whole different story for Jose, Antonio and 

though they are telling the truth, it just 
seems like a farfetched story especially at 

we come across which is a Days Inn. Hello 
America. Shit, never thought we would be so 

the bike and park them both at the front 
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you cannot ask for a better open primary.  
This company has been my go to for three 
completed builds thus far, so I was excited 

looking for.  The following tech is my 
installation of this primary and starter 

build.

from Tech Cycles.  I chose to order the 
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he rotary top 4 speed transmission 
has always been the ugly duckling 
when compared to its older brother, 

little guy has some admirable qualities 
and is quickly starting to make a 
comeback in the custom scene.  First of 

it comes to shifting and since most people 

as they deem them cool).  Recently we 
had a customer come to the shop with 
his original 1981 frame, and motor and 

let us rebuild his original rotary top and 
keep all the key components of his bike 
matching.  We decided this would be a 
kick/electric start bike, so I needed to 

open belt primary with a starter plate 
for a rotary top.  The search started and 
ended with Tech Cycles.  In my opinion 

T
to simply slide the backing plate onto the 
transmission mainshaft.  This is a bearing 

should slide on easily and the back of the 
plate should sit square against the ears of 
the transmission.

Before installing the stainless steel 
fasteners to secure the backing plate, 

Article by Will Ramsey Faith Forgotten Choppers
www.faithforgotten.com
www.techcycle.com  



it is important to use a thread locker so 
that none of these bolts can back out and 
cause problems on the road.

All the bolts are torqued to spec.  *Trade 
Secret* The bolts supplied by Tech Cycles 
are 18-8 stainless steel.  This material has 
a much different torque spec than factory 
steel bolts originally used in a Harley 
primary, so it is important to torque 
all fasteners to the proper torque spec 
according to the material.  In this case I 
torque these 3/8” coarse threaded bolts to 
20 ft/pounds of torque.  Remember over 
torqueing a bolt causes the material of the 
treads to yield.  As a result an over torqued 
bolt is prone to loosen under vibration 
(perhaps this will be a good subject to dive 
into for a future tech article).
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The starter is slid into the backing plate 
from the right side of the bike.  If you do 
not have an assistant I like to stand on the 
right side to support the starter and reach 
over to start the bolts.

Again these bolts are torqued to spec 
according to the material of the bolt.  In 
this case I torque these 5/16 coarse 
thread bolts to 13 ft/lbs. 

In preparation for installing the clutch 
hub and basket the spring plate must be 
removed.  Simply back out the ¼-20 bolts 
and remove the springs.

Then remove the spring plate exposing the 
clutch plates and the center of the clutch 
hub.

Before installing the Clutch hub onto 
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the main shaft the woodruff key must 
be inserted into the keyway. This is 
important!

I’ve removed one too many clutch hubs 
that were rusted to the tapered shaft. So 
do yourself, and any other mechanic, a 
favor and put a light coat of marine grease 
on the main shaft before installing the 
clutch hub.

With everything in place, it is simply a 
matter of sliding the drive pulley onto the 
splined drive shaft and the clutch hub 
onto the tapered main shaft.  Be sure 
the clutch hub indexes properly on the 
woodruff key.

I like to apply a liberal amount of red 
Loctite to the hub nut before installing.  I 
may or may not have had one back off on 
me on the road once.

Of course the hub nut is a left handed 
thread, so be sure to turn it counter 
clockwise to engage the mainshaft 
threads.

For convenience I use an impact to install 
the mainshaft nut.  After years of playing 
with these you get a feel for what air 

torque.  If you use a torque wrench 
(which is advisable) you must use a tool to 
prevent the hub from spinning.  This nut 
can be torqued to factory spec.

The exact same process is applied to 
install and torque the drive shaft nut.  Do 
not forget the red Loctite!!!

A straight edge is used to ensure that you 
have an accurate line up on the primary 
drive which allows the belt to track evenly 
and not rub excessively against one of the 
pulleys.  Here you can see that the drive 
pulley actually needs to be shimmed out 
to align with the clutch basket.

An appropriately sized shim (in this case 
.060”) is placed behind the drive pulley 
before reinstalling.

demonstrate perfect alignment of the 
primary.

in installing the Tech Cycles Primary.  
Simply index the cover and install the 
three bolts using a thread locker of your 
choice.

installed to close up the clutch.  Be sure 
to match up the timing marks on the 
pressure plate and the clutch hub so that 
everything aligns easily.

No thread locker is required as the tension 
of the springs will not allow the bolts to 

bolts by hand and call it a wrap.

Once everything is in place the only thing 
left to do is adjust your clutch to perform 
properly with your hand control or foot 
pedal depending on how your bike is 
designed, and run the supplied battery 
cable from the positive side of the batter 
to the lug on the starter.  As always please 
feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions comments or concerns.  Thank 
you!





B
Article & Photos By: Chris Callen
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ill Conway s the kind of man we do this 
magazine for.  He is a motorcycle soul searcher 
through and through and I had the pleasure 
of meeting him in Texas while we were 
there for the Pate Swap Meet. His story in 

motorcycling, like so many of us, starts at a 
young age where a motorcycle tried to take him out 
at age 11. Then again at age 12 where he got the nice 
scar on his cheek. He says they’ve been trying to kill 
him in one way or another ever since, but he keeps 
going back. Growing up his mom was a horse person 
and gave him the old “If you get thrown off, get back 
on” advice and he’s never given up on two wheels. 
Bill’s Grandfather “GP” rode old Harleys and Indian’s 
until ’77 when he bought a brand new Gold Wing 
that Bill eventually would own as well, so to say that 
motorcycling was in his blood is an understatement. 

Luckily he’s never had a bad spill on the street and 
has had quite a few street bikes over the years. There 
was a period of nearly ten years while he was living 
in Alaska and then in the military that he didn’t have 
a bike, a fact that was fast remedied when he got out 
of the service and moved to Texas. He tooled around 
on a couple of different bikes for a while and put on 
some solid miles but building a bike was always in 
the back of his head as something he had to do in life. 

This is where Bill made the connection with me 
personally; he said “You know nothing happens until 

He decided to put the talking and wishing aside and 
just started buying parts. He had a couple of Ironhorse 
frames and a pile of stuff when he reconnected with 

them in 2005 at an Easyriders Show that he attended 
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and was immediately drawn to them for the fact that 
they had no egos and were just a lot of fun to be 
around. If you’ve spent any time around JC and Jimmie 
Lee then you know exactly what I’m talking about 
here. If not, I can tell you that I would move to Texas 
just to be close enough to run around with these two.

In any event, Bill needed a place to buy parts and 
ran into JC on a blog some time later and he started 
to visit the shop. Once they got down to what he was 
doing they told Bill that he didn’t want to just assemble 
a bike, and that the direction he was heading in was 
just that. Instead Bill immediately sold all the parts he 

He then entered the Three Two Choppers “B.Y.O.B.” 

program. Build Your Own Bike is what the initials 
stand for and it’s a selective program that they offer for 
guys that want more than just a store bought creation. 
From the time he started in 2010, Bill said it took him 
a year of Saturdays to build his bike since Saturdays 
were all he had. In that time Jimmie and JC taught 
him how to use the lathe, the mill, they built the bars, 
the pipes, even advanced metal fabrication like the 
tank that JC built. Bill said that he tells people that he 
was actually the helper but the fact remains the build 
didn’t go anywhere unless he was there with hands on. 

It’s important that I mention what a special deal this 
is, you see Bill is a research junkie. He’s read everything 
that you can get your hands on about building a bike at 
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this point but by his own admission there 
is nothing like having the ability to just 
dream something up, no blue print and 
actually have the problem solving skills 
to make it happen. That’s what he really 
got from his time at Three Two Choppers. 
The things he learned during this build 
are lessons that he has since applied 
to every aspect of his life; how to be a 
better friend, husband and person. Some 
people, he went on, go to a therapist but 
for him the motorcycle is the therapy 
he needs for life. I kinda like that. 

The only time that Bill said he wasn’t 
inspired in this project was during what 
he calls the Mid Build Blues and anyone 
who has ever built a bike or a car from 

eyes fades away and what’s left is all 
the work. The hours get long and your 
patience gets thin. There was a day where 
he actually had to give himself a time out 
and went and sat in his truck outside 
Three Two. He was going in 14 different 
directions and Jimmie was trying to keep 
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EL SEGUNDO L33 TECH SHEET
   
Owner: Bill Conway
Fabrication By: Bill Conway/Three Two Choppers
city/state: Keller, TX
Year: 2011 
Model: EL Segundo
value: $30,000
Time: 2 Years
  
ENGINE 
Year: 2011
Model: V111
Builder: S&S
ignition: Super Stock 
Displacement: 111”
pistons: S&S
Heads: S&S
carb: S&S
cam: S&S
Air Cleaner: Yes
Exhaust: Three Two Choppers
Primary: Rivera Primo
  
TRANSMISSION 
Year: 2011
Make: Baker
Shifting: 6 Speed Torque Box

Frame 
year: 2011
make: Three Two Choppers
Rake: 33 Degrees
Stretch: None

forks 
type: Springer
Builder: Jeri Springer
Extension: None
Triple Trees: Wide Glide

WHEELS 
Front Wheel: Rampage RIP Wendell
Size: 19x3
Front Tire:  Avon
front brake: Brembo w/ TTC Bracket
Rear Wheel: Rampage RIP Wendell
Size: 280x10
Rear Tire: Avon
rear brake:  Brembo w/ TTC Bracket

PAINT 
Painter: Other Side Customs
Color: Grey/Black/Red
type: House of Colors
graphics: Other Side Customs
molding: Other Side Customs
Chroming: Al’s Painting

ACCESSORIES 
Bars: Three Two Choppers
risers: Three Two Choppers
Hand Controls: PM
Fuel tank: Three Two Choppers
front Fender: None
rear Fender: Three Two Chopper
seat: DB Custom Leather
Foot Controls: PM
Oil Tank: Moon Eyes
Headlight: 4.5”
taillight: Three Two Choppers
speedo: Nope    

Photographer: Chris Callen

him on track and they had a Discovery 
Channel moment. After his cooling 
off period though, he went back in 

they went back to work. This type of 
environment isn’t for everyone and 
there have been a few that have thrown 
in the towel at the boiling over point. 
Bill’s been great friends with the guys 
at Three Two ever since that day and 
can’t say enough about them and the 
experience they gave him in this bike. 

The El Segundo Thirty Three was 

2011 and they entered it in the 
AMD Championships where it took 
4th place in the production custom 
class, not a bad showing at all. Bill 
remembers the coolest part being 
times when guys like Bert Baker, 
who had read about for years, would 
walk up and look at the bike and he 
would actually get to talk to them 
about their products that he used 
on this build. He stated to me at the 
close of our interview that his advice 
to anyone out there who is dreaming 
of the day they might get to build 
their own bike …Just do something! 

something and watch what happens.

Cycle-Resources:
Three Two Choppers

Fort Worth, TX
www.threetwochoppers.com
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Article  and Photos By: 
Scooter Tramp Scotty

It was a momentary lull in this 
never ending journey of campsites, 
parties, changing scenery, sights, 
people, adventure, and strange 
circumstances. A time of good 
friends, tranquility, and easy 

living. And so, to my delight, did 
the wintertime adventures of Eden 
(at the southern tip of 
Florida) and the bond that 
had formed between Steve, 
Tom, and myself continue...

None who lived within the 
two houses at Eden had jobs 
at the time and mornings 
were spent at the coffee 
pot and breakfast table. 
Sometimes we chattered 
on into the afternoon. But 
a home and property do 
require chores and it was 
Tom who helped Steve empty 
the green swimming pool 
that I’d deemed “mosquito swamp”.

One sunny day Steve suggested we 
take a ride into the local wildlife reserve. 
All agreed it might be fun. Since Steve 
owns no motorcycle it was decided he’d 
ride bitch on my FLT’s large back seat.

Few were on the highway as we 
rode off into the late morning. Both 
motorcycles soon entered the park to 

vast forests of trees, mangrove, and 
swamp-land. No words could bring 
justice to the elation that accompanied 
this warm day’s ride through such a 
place while in the company of close 
friends. From my back seat Steve 
sometimes sung loudly and, although 
I tried to ignore his happy bellowing, 

at times it was necessary to crank 
the radio and drown the bastard out.

There were rest areas with long 
wooden walkways that lead out into 
the swamps and we stopped for smoke 
breaks and walking tours through 
the mangrove jungle. It seemed we 
were the only humans present today.

At road’s end a tourist spot with 

large parking lot, buildings, and 
other visitors, came into view. After 
parking, we visited the various 
accommodations. One place offered 
kayak rentals, and a small cafe sold me 
an overpriced sandwich. After lunch 
we set to exploring the area and soon 
came upon an uncommon creature. 

Although Florida is full 
of alligators, there in 
the water lay a HUGE 
salt water crocodile. 
Very rare. They are 
said to occasionally 
come up from the far 
south and this was 

 Next we came upon 
an osprey nest. The 
osprey (sometimes called 
the sea eagle) are very 
large birds that tend to 
place their gigantic nests 

at the towering tops if power-poles or 
their equivalent. I’d seen them many 
times, yet only from a distance. But 
this nest had been placed so low that a 
person could almost touch it. From the 
ground it was actually easy to see baby 
chicks as they peered over the edge. 
These birds are protected in Florida 
and if one nests in your tree you can 
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It was late afternoon as we began 
the journey out of the park—which 
was every bit as calming as the ride in.

The days at Eden carried on in a 
tranquil blur of time’s passing, for these 

For an occasional break in the 
monotony Tom and I would ride the 
40ish miles up to Cafe 27 and enjoy the 
weekend bike scene. By evening we’d 
make camp in a perfect spot nearby, 
then ride home the next morning.

One day, while drinking Cuban coffee 
in downtown Homestead, I befriended 
a black man. In conversation it 
came up that the economy crunch 
had terminated his job and, with no 
money to replace 
his Softail’s bald 
rear tire, Jim had 
simply parked 
the bike in his 
apartment’s living 
room where it had 
been sitting for 
months. Jim said 
that, although he 
still didn’t have 
shit for money, he 
needed some wind 
and was gonna buy 
that tire anyway. 
With no cash to pay 
shop fees Jim had 
borrowed a small 
lift with which 
to pull the rear 
wheel, and had 
also put the battery 
on a charger. It 
became quickly 
apparent to me 
that this guy had 
no real mechanical 
a b i l i t y — j u s t 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 
If there’s anyone 
who understands 
the need for 
inexpensive wind 
it’s me, so I offered to come over and 
help. Jim agreed, but insisted he’d pay.

A day and time was set. When that 
day came, Jim met Tom and I in the 
parking lot of his rundown apartment 
complex and led us inside. The Softail 
sat just as he’d said. Myself being the 
most experienced mechanic present, I 
tore into the job. Once the rear wheel 
was removed I installed the new 

of his slender funds for. As is common 
when three boys hang together, 
there’s a bounty of bullshitting that 
ate up considerable time. Eventually 

however, the Softail’s wheel was 
thrown into Jim’s old SUV and off 
to the shop we went. While waiting 
for the mechanic to swap out Jim’s 
rubber, he took us to a nice lunch.

Later, back at the apartment, it 
took considerable effort to bring 
the Softail back to life, but in the 
end I was riding it around the 
parking lot. The bike ran beautifully.

As Tom and I moved to leave, 
Jim asked how much he owed. I 
said, “Nothing”. This didn’t seem 
to sit right with the guy and he 
offered $60. Again I declined.

As Tom and I walked away Jim 
shouted, “I’ll split it with you Scotty. 

How’s $30?” I yelled back, “Hey Jim, 
you ever help someone out for no good 
reason at all?” “Yea”. “And how’d that 
make you feel?” “Really good” “Well f#@k 
you for trying to screw me outta that 
then!” and we left. Jim’s called many 
times since and we remain friends.

As is the way of the drifter, each 
reality entered is only temporary and 
our days at Eden were nearing an end. 
Tom and I would attend the Daytona 
rally some 300 miles north and as 
the time grew near we tended to our 
bikes and equipment. However, from 

lunatic screaming from next door and 
Steve had promised to show me the 
cause of this commotion before I left.

Winter sunshine beamed as usual 
on the day our little trio set out to 

the property next door. At its entrance 
I stopped to gaze at the extravagant 
house nestled so comfortably into 
its background of extreme green. 
No expense had been spared. As we 
passed it, a well-marked trail led 
steadily into a tropical forest so thick 
that I doubted if even the Amazon 
could rival it—except that this place 
was obviously very well-manicured. 
The trail quickly became as only a 

marker through 
what felt like 
the terrarium 
l a n d s c a p e 
of some 
o t h e r w o r l d l y 
fairy tale 
dimension. A 
fantasy planet 
in a bottle. The 
sounds of birds 
came from 
everywhere now.

We soon ran 
across a large 
cage. I gazed 
inside to see 
little black and 
white bodies 
with yellow 
wide eyed stares 
that seemed 
r e m i n i s c e n t 
of a porcelain 
doll. Monkeys! 
What were they 
doing here? For 
now they all 
kept a distance 
and seemed 
u n i n t e r e s t e d 
in the people 
who stood just 

beyond the wire. But Steve had the 
forethought to bring both banana and 
avocado and, as he held these treats 
up, the monkeys’ interest perked. 
Although Tom and I were a little 
dumbstruck at this strange sight, 
we took turns handing munchies to 
the outstretched arms of monkeys.

Eventually we moved on and before 
long another cage came into view. 
More monkeys; but these were dark 
brown and looked more like mini 
King Kongs. There were many cages 
on the trail and, along with lots more 
monkeys, we began stumbling upon 
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other exotic animals as well. A cage of 

foot long. The more common horse, 

Then another 

hole for geese.
What was this 

saw.  In time 

The following 

was an emotional 

It was another 

a slow migration 
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Welcome to the Best Bikernet/Cycle 
Source News of the Month

As you are keenly aware life is rapid-

simple code of ethics. Most of our Military 

principles. 

news and if you want more peel out to 
Bikernet.com. It’s also non-stop.

Hoka Hey Motorcycle Challenge 
Memorial Ride

ride which provides participants with an 
opportunity to test their fortitude and then 

in honor of our fallen riders at the 
 store 

206-7830)!
All are welcome to participate!  

This special event is free of charge 
and open to everyone (you don’t 

to participate) nor is it restricted to 
only American made motorcycles.    

The Hoka Hey Motorcycle 

into their true essence and make them in 
to the person they were already meant to 

themselves in this worthy cause.  Their 
souls were neither cold nor timid—their 

Please visit  

MOTORCYCLE RIDERS FOUNDATION 
Washington Updates--

House stop motorcycle only checkpoint 

for the week.
ABATE of Illinois and I also met with 

to have laced up the election. He is the son 

President Government Relations and 

OREGON SENATE PASSES LANE 
SPLITTING BILL

everyone.—Bandit 

AMAZING PRODUCT OF THE MONTH, 
JIMS Damage Control SENSOR



A random drawing will be held. Need not 
be present to win. Must be 18 years or older 
to be eligible. Winner is responsible for 
registration, taxes, title, tags, insurance, 
any fees and delivery. Pros 4 Vets, Inc. 
employees and their immediate family 
members are ineligible. All tickets sales are 
non-refundable.

http://www.pros4vets.org/bike-give-
away 

FROM THE HUPY-ABRAHAM 
INVESTIGATION TEAM-- Are Police Body 
Cameras the Answer?

With the recent string of videos from 
bystanders showing police encounters 
with citizens, some of them deadly, there 
has been a push to equip police with body 
cameras in order to record all interactions 
between police and the public. Some say it 
will help change the behavior of both police 
and citizens, because both sides will know 
the activity is being recorded.

But are body cameras really the solution 
to an escalating problem of violence 
during these encounters? Rules about 
when to turn on a body camera vary from 
department to department and from state 
to state. Even if a body camera captures 
an incident, the majority of police chiefs 
surveyed by the Police Executive Research 
Forum said they support allowing police 

policy affords the police an opportunity 
to put a “spin” on the occurrence that 
certainly would favor the police.

Another problem is there is no nationwide 
policy on when a camera should be turned 
on. Running the cameras continuously 
would be a waste of storage space and 
battery life. Cameras would spend a lot of 
time being recharged during any shift. But 
with no written directives on when to turn 

what and when they choose to record. 
A general consensus is to activate 

the cameras whenever responding to 
an emergency call or possible criminal 

when arriving if they decide a recording 
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new Damage Control engine failure 
detection system provides an early warning 
of catastrophic engine failure by detecting 
ferrous debris within an engine’s oiling 
system.

Using state of the art technology, 
the special drain plug monitors ferrous 
particles in the motor oil. When the 
amount of particles in the oil reach a level 
that could indicate impending trouble, 
the LED warning light illuminates in the 
handlebar clamp alerting you to investigate 
the trouble.

Since engine destruction rarely happens 
suddenly, an early warning can potentially 
save thousands of dollars in repair costs.

The system includes a complete wiring 
harness, drain plug sensor, and your choice 
of black anodize or chrome handlebar LED 

inch handlebars. The MSRP is $195.25 for 
black kits and $208.00 for chrome.

JIMS Damage Control kit installs easily 
with no cutting or splicing on 1993 to 
present FLH Touring models and 1991 to 
present Dyna Glides. For more information 
contact us at sales@jimsusa.com, visit 
www.jimsusa.com, or call (805) 482-6913.

BOOK OF THE MONTH CLUB-- 
BIKERNET BOOK OF THE WEEK CLUB-- 
The Complete Book of Classic and Modern 
Triumph Motorcycles 1937-Today by Ian 
Falloon will be available in early June.

Take an authoritative, thorough, 
and heavily illustrated look at Triumph 
motorcycles, from beloved classics to 

popular new models!
What do Marlon Brando, James Dean, 

Steve McQueen, Bob Dylan, and Arthur 
Fonzerelli all have in common? All of these 

have owned Triumph motorcycles.
Originally formed as a bicycle company 

in 1885, in 1902 Triumph produced its 

there, the company, in various iterations, 
went on to build some of the most iconic 
motorcycles of all time.

of Classic and Modern Triumph Motorcycles 
1937-Today collects all of the motorcycles 
from this iconic brand in a single volume. 
Written by respected Triumph expert Ian 
Falloon, all of the major and minor models 
are covered, with an emphasis on the 

such as the Thunderbird, Tiger, Trophy, 
Bonneville, and new machines such as the 
Speed Triple, Thruxton, and Daytona 675.

The Complete Book of Classic and 
Modern Triumph Motorcycles 1937-Today 
will also feature important non-production 
models and non-factory racing and speed-
record-setting motorcycles that have 
become integral parts of Triumph’s stellar 
reputation. This is a book no Triumph 
fan will want to be without! --Nichole, 
Motorbooks 

CHANCE OF A LIFETIME RAFFLE FOR A 
GOOD CAUSE--As a thank you to military 
servicemen,

Pros4Vets has teamed up with world 
champion motorcycle builder Dar 

all original Honda CB750. This classic 
motorcycle was donated to Darwin 
Motorcycles as part of their Recycle For The 
Troops program.

Void where prohibited. Chances of 
winning are 1 in 2000. One Grand Prize, 
1974 original Honda motorcycle named the 

which is an Internal Revenue Code 501(c)
(3) organization. Money given to purchase 
tickets is not a tax-deductible donation. 
Tickets will be sold from November 2014 
until the 2000th ticket is sold.
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THE CYCLE SOURCE WORLD REPORT - POWERED BY BIKERNET.COM
is not necessary, but they would have to 
explain their reasons in a written report or 
on the recording before turning the camera 
off.--Tony Pan Sanfelipo

Investigator
Hupy and Abraham, S.C.
Read the whole report in Bikernet Special 

Reports.--Bandit

SCOTT JACOBS AND WIFE SHARON 
PLANNING FOR THE NEXT CANNONBALL 
IN 2016-- In 2010, a good friend of mine, 
Cris Sommer-Simmons was doing a vintage 
motorcycle race across the country on a 
1915 Harley. I didn’t know much about 
it then, but thought it sounded like an 
incredible adventure.

In 2012, my husband, Scott Jacobs 

I would ride along on my new Harley. Not 
only had I never ridden a foot clutch or 
tank shift bike before, I had never ridden 
any bike 4000 miles at one time. When I 
saw and felt the bond between the riders, 
I knew that I wanted to be a part of it next 
time.

We started looking for bikes that met 
the criteria for 2014, and found not one, 
but two 1936 HD VLH bikes. I chose the 
3-speed instead of the 4-speed, and after 
having it completely restored, I learned 
how to ride it. That was the easy part.

Day 1 - Seized my pistons! Day 2 - 
Replaced the pistons with over 70s in an 

Day 3 - Seized my pistons!!! Yes, really. 
Thankfully, because we had the other ’36, 
we stripped the top end, and overnighted 
it to the hotel. My mechanics changed 
everything out within 3 hours.

Unfortunately, I had lost two full days 
because we had to wait until Monday to 
ship, so although I was out of contention, 

days with a perfect score) and not only was 
it a physical accomplishment, but also an 
emotional and personal victory!

When Lonnie announced the 2016 

Century Race, I started looking for the 
next machine to conquer this feat. Watch 
me in 2016 where I’ll be riding a 1915 
Harley-Davidson F11 with my wonderful 
and supportive Cannonball Family. Can’t 
wait!!!  --Sharon Jacobs

THERE YOU HAVE IT—Riding season 
action is heating up all over the country. 
If you need more news quicker, drop over 

make your own news, go for a ride.
Ride Free Forever,--Bandit
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A CUSTOM SEAT, SADDLEBAG & CYCLE LUGGAGE  BUYER’S GUIDE

LAWLESS LEATHER. 
Do you live by your own self of rule’s? That’s 

Hammer In Hand Leather Seat Kit 

Misfit Skinny Kustoms. 

Hard Luck Designs. Hard Luck Design Solos. 

Le Pera Buddy Boy Bel air. 
Bobber Solo Saddle  

SMALL LOW-PROFILE SPRING SOLO SEATS 

lawless leatehr seats  
le pera metal flake seats  
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CAFÉ SOLO SEAT. 
Get the lean, classic “ton-up” look with the 
new Sportster® Café Solo Seat ($349.95) 
from Harley-Davidson® Genuine Motor 
Parts & Accessories. This saddle features a 
high back pad that holds the rider in place 

and feet reaching naturally to the controls. 
The seat’s low-slung lines, narrow nose 

and pay homage to iconic café racer style. 
The black-vinyl cover features a perforated, 
diamond-stitched seating area. The seat’s 
width is 9.6 inches. The Sportster Café Solo 

Davidson Sportster® models. For more 
information, visit www.h-d.com.

LEPERA SEATS. 
LePera is proud to be part of the American 
Made Product section.  In additional to 
being made in America, Le Pera is family 
owned and operated and has been since 

Bare Bones to seats like this Outcast GT 
(shown).   Always at the forefront of cutting 
edge design and style, Le Pera has a seat 
for every type of rider. All of Le Pera’s seats 

(powder coated and carpeted), Marathon 
foam, and a hand cut cover, everything is 
done by hand.  LePera has seats for Rigid, 
FX/FLH, XL, Dyna’s, FXST’s, FXR, and 
touring bikes.  Contact your local dealer or 
www.lepera.com for more information. 

Blast From The Past!  
Mustang’s Throwback™ Seat For Sportsters

Mustang is celebrating their 35th anniversary 
by bringing back a look from yesteryear — or, 

seat maker was founded. The “new” 

dollar-a-gallon gasoline. Mustang used all 

to fast-forward this old style seat into the 
present, including their proprietary foam 
formula and a durable steel-reinforced, 

wide driver area and 6.5” wide passenger 
seat feature the handcrafted look you’ve 

with an intricate diamond-stitched pattern 

Throwback™ www.mustangseats.com

AMMO Leatherworks  

motorcycle seats, bags, wallets, belts, 
holsters, sheaths, phone cases, and 
accessories out of Hagerstown, Maryland.  

based on materials and time.  Contact Chris 

com.  Search for AMMO Leatherworks on 
facebook and Instagram.  American Made & 
Manufactured Only!

STUB’S “SPOILER”. 
Le Pera’s Stubs Spoiler takes the killer café 
style to new heights! Think of it as a café 
seat gone Rock n’ Roll. The bitchin kicked 
up tail section is highlighted by speed stripes 
and color contrasted pleats! All of this in a 
tight, slammed package that shows off, not 
hides just how perfect the stance of your 
bike is! This seat needs to be seen in the 

really is!! Speed stripes and pleats available 

visit www.lepera.com.

Complete Solo Seat System Ready to Install . 
DK Custom Product Premium Leather Bolt On Solo Sprung Seat (45 minute install), your 
choice of Barrel Springs or Scissor Springs, in Black or Chrome, or choose Rubber Bumpers 

fab work. Diamond Stitched Quality Cowhide covering Super Comfortable HighDensity Seat 
Foam, along with forward and rear adjustment, make this the most comfortable Solo Seat 
System you can buy! Lifetime Warranty. $344.95 -$359.95 www.DKCustomProducts.com

Heated Harley® Hammock Rider and Passenger Touring 
Seat  

Harley-Davidson® Genuine Motor Parts and 

Davidson Touring and Trike models, this 
seat offers two separate suspension systems 
to isolate the rider and passenger from sharp 
road impacts. For the rider, a sling-like fabric 
suspension system acts like a hammock to 
reduce impacts, and two inches of traditional 
foam on top provides additional support. For 
the passenger, a multiple spring-board style 
suspension system along with two inches 

improvement in passenger comfort. For the 
ultimate in comfort, the dual-zone seating 
areas offer separate high/off/low heat 
settings for rider and passenger, and the 
system is deactivated when the motorcycle 
is turned off to prevent battery discharge. 
Visit www.h-d.com

ROAD ZEPPELIN® AIR ADJUSTABLE SEAT PUMPS UP COMFORT  

with a Road Zeppelin® Air Adjustable 
Seat ($599.95) from Harley-Davidson® 
Genuine Motor Parts and Accessories. A 
new design features relief cut-outs and 
an internal adjustable air bladder system 
that distributes rider and passenger weight 
across the seating surface, eliminates 
pressure points and cushions tailbones. The 
air bladder pressure can be adjusted with 
easy-to-reach hand pumps and air-release 
valves. The combination of smooth vinyl 
and water-resistant textured fabric seating 
surfaces allows air to circulate beneath the 
body, reducing the air temperature between 

Harley-Davidson® Touring models except 

accessories. www.h-d.com.

hugging Rigid Mount Saddle Installation Kit   
Get a traditional bobber look with a 

Installation Kit, or go completely minimalist 
with a frame-hugging Rigid Mount Saddle 

Sportster® motorcycle models. The Bobber 

CVO Softail® Deluxe, Softail® Slim, 
Heritage Softail® Classic, Softail® Deluxe, 
Fat Boy® and Fat Boy® Lo models. For 
more information, visit www.h-d.com

Exile Leaf-Spring Seat Mechanism for Twin-Cam Softails   

seat mechanism that will bolt directly to 
your TwinCam Softail frame. A billet steel 
mounting block anchors the front of the 
leaf-spring to the frame top tube and the 
bracket at the rear allows easy mounting 
of a LePera solo seat. The leaf-spring seat 
mechanism sells for $349 and the Seat 
Area Trim that can also be seen in the photo 
is available for $49.  The LePera solo-seat, 

Complete Solo Seat System Ready to Install    
DK Custom Product Bolt On Solo Sprung
Seats (45 minute install), your choice of 
Barrel Springs or Scissor Springs, in Black 
or Chrome, or choose Rubber Bumpers for 

some fab work. Chopper or Bobber Seat 

cover, or run it naked! Lifetime Warranty. 

com
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Hard Luck Designs hand-made Day Tripper Solo Saddlebags and Fork Bags   
Hard Luck Designs hand-made Day Tripper Solo Saddlebags and Fork Bags. Made from the 

ALL AMERICAN RIDER SWINGARM STORAGE BAGS   

bags are meant to handle the rough roads 

a document storage pocket under the top 

feature a 5 pound storage capacity and are 

dragspecialties.com or contact your local 
Drag Specialties dealer. 

SADDLEMEN DRIFTER™ EXPRESS TAIL BAG    

Saddlemen is the perfect solution for the 
on-the-go biker. This sleek styled tail bag is 

and plastic reinforced panels to hold a rigid 
construction that keeps the bag looking 

multiple mounting options like the sissy 

com or contact your local Drag Specialties 
dealer.

The Pony Express Saddlebags    

for protection against the elements and a 

lawless leather bags   

here in the USA. If you’re looking for a custom 
tool bag or a set of saddle bags look no further. 

you a one of a kind functional art peace for your 

Side Pocket Saddlebags (VLX600P) - $199   
The side pocket saddlebags from Viking 

saddlebags. Included are a key and lock that 

saddlebags are going to be the best bang 

Revival Series Sissy Bar Bag (NO-603-PL) - $82   

and attached at the top of the sissy bar bag 
for additional storage space. All mounting 

Old-Stf seat post mount.    

dropping the mount inside your frame before tighing the bolt. Turning the 

Lamellar 300 (LAM300-L) - $429.    

hard saddlebags from Viking Bags. These 

of the saddlebags are meant to match the 

WAY COOL CHOPPER SEATS   

chopper and contemporary solo 

is included. All seats are manufactured to 

producing chopper components since the 

SOLO BAGS FEATURE “RESERVE FUEL BOTTLE”   

bottle. For complete details and appropriate part 
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Heard A Good One Lately ?  
Then Send It Along To Us At:
118 Dellenbaugh Rd. Tarentum, PA 15084
Or E-mail To cyclesourcemain@comcast.net

A 
family is at the dinner table. 
The son asks the father, “Dad, 
how many kinds of boobs are 
there?” The father, surprised, 

answers, “Well, son, a woman goes 
through three phases. In her 20s, 
a woman’s breasts are like melons, 

they are like pears, still nice, hanging 
a bit. After 50, they are like onions.” 
“Onions?” the son asks. “Yes. You see 
them and they make you cry.” This 
infuriated his wife and daughter. The 
daughter asks, “Mom, how many 
different kinds of willies are there?” 
The mother smiles and says, “Well, 
dear, a man goes through three 
phases also. In his 20s, his willy is 
like an oak tree, mighty and hard. 

like a Christmas tree.” “A Christmas 
tree?” the daughter asks. “Yes, dead 
from the root up and the balls are 
just for decoration.”

Rusty

 

Atime, and in the center of the 
tomb there’s a lamp. He picks 

it up, and as he starts to rub the dirt 
off of it, a genie comes out of the lamp 
and says, “I want to know the person 

Why?” “I am a cursed genie. I will 
grant you three wishes, but whatever 

double that amount.” “Okay, I wish 
for a billion dollars.” “Granted, but 

“I wish for a mansion in California 
with a swimming pool, and tennis 
courts, everything.” “Granted, and 

around for a few minutes, returns to 
the genie with a stick, and says, “You 
see this stick? I’d like you to beat me 
half to death.”
 

Fingers

A 
woman was nagging her 
husband to cut the grass, to 
which the husband answered, 
“What do I look like to you? 

was dripping, she asked him again, 

husband replied, “What do I look like 
to you? A Plumber?!” Two days later, 
a light bulb went out and she begged 
him again, “Honey, can you change 
the light bulb?” His reply was, “What 
am I? An electrician?!” A few days 
later, the husband comes home from 

changed. Very surprised, he says, 
“Honey, what happened here?” The 

door neighbor? He came over and 

“Honey, how did you pay him?!” “Oh, 
you know,” the wife says, “he told me 
that I could either bake him a cake 

relieved the husband asks, “Whew, 
so what kind of a cake did you bake 
for him?” The wife replies, “Who do 
you think I am? Betty Crocker?!”

Whitey

A 
few days after Christmas, a 
mother was working in the 
kitchen listening to her young 
son playing with his new 

heard the train stop and her son said, 
“All of you sons of bitches who want 
off, get the hell off now, cause this is 
the last stop! And all of you sons of 
bitches who are getting on, get your 
asses in the train, cause we’re going 
down the tracks.” The mother went 
nuts and told her son, “We don’t 
use that kind of language in this 

room and you are to stay there for 

you may play with your train, but I 
want you to use nice language.” Two 
hours later, the son comes out of the 
bedroom and resumes playing with 

the mother heard her son say, “All 
passengers who are disembarking 
from the train, please remember 
to take all of your belongings with 
you. We thank you for riding with 
us today and hope your trip was a 
pleasant one. We hope you will ride 

little boy continue, “For those of you 
just boarding, we ask you to stow 
all of your hand luggage under your 
seat. Remember, there is no smoking 
on the train. We hope you will have 

us today.” As the mother began to 
smile, the child added, “For those of 
you who are pissed off about the two 
hour delay, please see the bitch in 
the kitchen.”

Warchild

T
wo old drunks in a bar. The 

couldn’t bend it with either of 

could bend it about 10 degrees if I 
tried really hard. “By the time I was 
50, I could bend it about 20 degrees, 

week, and now I can almost bend 

says the second drunk, “what’s your 

wondering how much stronger I’m 
gonna get!”

Milwaukee Mike



     




