
MAY 2015

PROOFHOUSE
COLT SAA .357 MAG

30-DAY CARRY RIG
WRIGHT LEATHER WORKS 

DO YOU NEED A 
SUB-COMPACT XD?

1 of 100
NIGHTHAWK
Builds a G&A 
Signature 1911 

(for Veterans)

KYLE LAMB’S  
TWO-HAND GRIP TIPS

13
AIMPOINT TURNS 40

21
HUNT EXOTICS 

IN AMERICA
 72

MASSARO SHOOTS 
CZ’s 550 SONORAN

GARRY JAMES:
Enfelds of 

World War I 

CHRIS MUDGETT:
Micro Sights 
on Pistols?



INNOVATION UNLEASHED

GET THE FULL ULFBERHT .338 LAPUA STORY AT WWW.ALEXANDERARMS.COM/338

OR CALL 540.639.8356



P
M

L7
0

2
6

-1
 R

ev
(1

5
.0

)

TRIJICON RMR
®

Patented Housing Shape  Extremely Durable  Made in the USA
Dual Illuminated, LED and Adjustable LED Models Available
Versatile Sight: Applicable on Rifl e, Pistol, Shotgun or Carbine

© 2015 Trijicon, Inc.       Wixom, MI  USA       1-800-338-0563     www.trijicon.com

SEE THE 

LINK



Reader Blowback � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 6
Editorial by Eric R� Poole � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 13
Gun Room by Garry James� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 15
Gun Notes by Craig Boddington � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 21
Handgunning by Patrick Sweeney � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 27
Gun Tech by Chris Mudgett � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 30

The Carry Rig Wright Leather Works Banshee � � � � � � � � � � � � � 32
Rifes & Glass by Tom Beckstrand � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 37
Lock, Stock & Barrel by SGM Kyle Lamb [Ret�] � � � � � � � � � � � � 45
Proofhouse Colt Single Action Army � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 94
G&A Almanac � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �101
Spent Cases Mickey Fowler � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �104

GUNS & AMMO Magazine, Copyright 2015 by InterMedia Outdoors Inc. All rights reserved. 
CAUTION: Some advertisements may concern products that are not legally for sale to California residents or residents in other jurisdictions.
Guns & Ammo (ISSN# 0017-5684) May 2015, Volume 59 Number 5� Copyright 2015� Published monthly by INTERMEDIA OUTDOORS INC�, 1040 6th Ave�, 12th Floor, New York, NY 10018-3703� Periodical postage paid at New York, NY, 
and at additional mailing offces� POSTMASTER: Send address change (Form 3579) to Guns & Ammo, P�O� Box 37539, Boone, IA 50037-0539� Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to: 500 R� 46 East, Clifton, NJ 07011� Canada Post 
Publications Mail Agreement No� 41405030�

GUNS & AMMO

CONTENTS

MAY 2015 | VOLUME 59, NUMBER 5 | PUBLISHED MONTHLY

THE GUNS & AMMO 
SIGNATURE 191164 THE GREAT WAR’S 

OTHER ENFIELDS80CZ 550 SONORAN72
A Limited Edition tribute from 
Nighthawk Custom.

by richard mann

Now offered in fve cartridges ranging from the new .26 
Nosler to .300 Win. Mag., the 550 Sonoran in .270 is ft for 
hunting most of America’s Lower 48 game animals.

by philip massaro

Conceived in Britain and realized in the United 
States, the rugged Pattern 14/Model 1917 Enfeld 
rifes performed their duty in WWI and beyond.

by garry james

COVER PHOTOS: MICHAEL ANSCHUETZ

Guns & Ammo’s sub-
scriber cover presents a 
limited-edition tribute to 
Guns & Ammo maga-
zine. Nighthawk Custom 
worked with G&A staff 
in developing an inspired 
Commander-size 1911 
built to be carried. p. 64

Springfeld Armory’s new Mod.2 Sub-Compact is now in .45.

By Patrick Sweeney

PA
RK

IN
G

 G
A

RA
G

E 
PH

O
TO

: R
U

B
EN

 V
O

RW
A

LD
 - 

FO
TO

LI
A

�C
O

M





4 G&A may 2015

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER Jeff Paro

EVP, GROUP PUBLISHER, 
HUNTING aND SHOOTING Mike Carney

SENIOR VP, TV OPERaTIONS, GROUP PUBLISHER, 
FISHING Steve Hoffman

VP, FINaNCE & OPERaTIONS Derek Sevcik
VP, STRaTEGIC SaLES aND maRKETING Ted Gramkow

VP, CONSUmER maRKETING Peter Watt
VP, maNUFaCTURING Deb Daniels

VP, CONTENT DEVELOPmENT Todd Smith
DIRECTOR, maRKETING & SaLES John White

SENIOR DIRECTOR, 
PUBLISHING TECHNOLOGIES Willis Caster

SENIOR DIRECTOR, PRODUCTION Connie Mendoza

INTERMEDIA OUTDOORS DIGITAL

VP, DIGITaL SaLES David Grant

DIRECTOR, DIGITaL DEVELOPmENT Berry Blanton

DIRECTOR, DIGITaL OPS Reggie Hudson

maNaGER, DIGITaL DEVELOPmENT Brock Norman

EDITORIaL DIRECTOR, FISHING Jeff Simpson

ONLINE EDITOR, SHOOTING Dusty Gibson

Printed in the U.S.A.

INTERMEDIA OUTDOORS WEBSITES

MEDIA 
imoutdoorsmedia.com

TELEVISION 
thesportsmanchannel.com

HUNTING 
bowhunter.com 

bowhuntingmag.com 
gundogmag.com 

petersenshunting.com  
northamericanwhitetail.com 

wildfowlmag.com

FISHING 
bassfan.com 

foridasportsman.com 
fyfsherman.com 

gameandfshmag.com 
in-fsherman.com 

SHOOTING 
gunsandammo.com 

handguns.com 
rifeshootermag.com 
shootingtimes.com 
shotgunnews.com

The Publisher and authors make no representations or war-
ranties regarding the accuracy, completeness, and timeli-
ness of the information contained in this publication. any 
reliance or use of the information is solely at your own risk, 
and the authors and Publisher disclaim any and all liability 
relating thereto. any prices given in this issue were sug-
gested prices at the press time and are subject to change. 

Some advertisements in this magazine may concern prod-
ucts that are not legally for sale to California residents or 
residents in other jurisdictions.

Guns&Ammo® is a registered trademark of Intermedia 
Outdoors, Inc. in the United States.

Copyright 2015 by InterMedia Outdoors, Inc.
all Rights Reserved. No part of this book may be repro-
duced without written permission.

gunsandammo.com
An InterMedia Outdoors publication

PUBLISHER Chris Agnes

EDITORIAL

EDITOR Eric R. Poole 
maNaGING EDITOR Chris Mudgett 

aRT DIRECTOR Michael Ulrich 
GROUP aRT DIRECTOR David Kleckner 

CHIEF COPy EDITOR Kimberly Pelletier-Dolbee
GUEST COPy EDITOR Michael Brecklin

SENIOR EDITOR Garry James 
SENIOR FIELD EDITOR Craig Boddington 

HaNDGUNS EDITOR Patrick Sweeney 
ONLINE EDITOR Dusty Gibson

CONTRIBUTORS 
Tom Beckstrand, Richard King, Kyle Lamb, Lukas Lamb, 

Richard Mann, Philip Massaro, Richard Nance,  
Braxton Lee Petty, Alfredo Rico, Jeremy Stafford,  

Jason Teague, Sean Utley, Len Waldron

PRODUCTION COORDINaTOR Elizabeth Carey

SUBSCRIPTIONS INQUIRIES: Should you wish to change 
your address, order new subscriptions, or report a problem 
with your current subscription, you can do so by writing 
Guns & Ammo, P.O. Box 37539, Boone, Ia  50037-0539, 
or e-mail us at gunsandammo@emailcustomerservice.
com, or call TOLL FREE 1-800-800-2666. BE AWARE THAT 
GUNS & AMMO ONLY ACCEPTS SUBSCRIPTION RE-
QUESTS FROM AUTHORIZED AGENTS!  WE MAY NOT 
HONOR REQUESTS FROM UNAUTHORIZED AGENTS, 
AND YOU THEREFORE MAY LOSE YOUR MONEY IF 
YOU BUY FROM AN UNAUTHORIZED AGENT.  If you 
are offered a subscription to Guns & Ammo, please call 
1-800-800-2666 to determine if the agent is authorized.  
For more information on subscription scams, please visit 
www.ftc.gov. 

SUBSCRIPTION RATE for one year is $19.94 (U.S., aPO, 
FPO, and U.S. possessions). Canada add $13.00 (U.S. 
funds) per year, includes sales tax and GST. Foreign add 
$15.00 (U.S. funds) per year.

OCCASIONALLY, our subscriber list is made available 
to reputable frms offering goods and services that 
we believe would be of interest to our readers. If you 
prefer to be excluded, please send your current address 
label and a note requesting to be excluded from these 
promotions to:

ENDEMIC AD SALES

NaTIONaL ENDEmIC SaLES maNaGER 
Jim McConville (440) 327-3610

WESTERN REGION 
Hutch Looney (818) 990-9000

WEST REGION 
Pat Bartee (402) 463-4589

SOUTHWEST REGION 
Michael Garrison (309) 679-5054

mIDWEST REGION 
Rob Walker (309) 679-5069

EaST REGION 
Pat Bentzel (717) 695-8095

WHERE-TO-GO/maRKETPLaCE 
Mark Thiffault (800) 200-7885

CORPORATE AD SALES

EaST COaST STRaTEGIC aCCOUNT maNaGER 
Kathy Hughett (646) 225-6559

mIDWEST & DETROIT STRaTEGIC aCCOUNT maNaGER 
Kevin Donley (248) 798-4458

WEST COaST STRaTEGIC aCCOUNT maNaGER 
Mark Hermanson (714) 306-9900

DIRECT RESPONSE aDVERTISING/NON-ENDEmIC 
Anthony Smyth (914) 693-8700

InterMedia Outdoors, Inc. 
1040 6th ave., 12th Floor, New york, Ny 10018-3703 
attn: Privacy Coordinator

CONTRIBUTIONS: manuscripts, photographs and art-
work must be submitted to the editorial department with 
a SaSE. The Publisher assumes no responsibility for loss 
or damage to unsolicited material. Please send to: Guns 
& Ammo, Editor, 2 News Plaza, Peoria, IL 61614.

FOR REPRINTS: For Reprints/Eprints or Licensing/Per-
missions, please contact: Wright’s media — TOLL FREE 1 
(877) 652-5295.

BOOKS, DVD’S & BACK ISSUES: TOLL FREE 1 (800) 
260-6397 or visit our on-line store at www.imoutdoors.
com/store.

With Birchwood Casey 
Shoot•N•C™ self-adhesive 

reactive targets, bullet holes 
are revealed with bright 

chartreuse rings – providing 
you with instant feedback and 
eliminating the need to walk 

down range or use binoculars. 
Repair pasters allow you to 
cover up shots and extend 

target life. Available in a large
variety of sizes.

Shoot More.
Shoot Better.™

Reactive Targets

Visit your local retailer
or contact us at

9

10

9

9

10

9





READER 
BLOWBACK

6 G&A  may 2015

WRITE US! “Letters,” Guns & Ammo, 2 News Plaza, 3rd Floor, Peoria, IL 61614, or email us at gaeditor@imoutdoors.com. 
Please include your city and state of residence. Letters may be edited for brevity and clarity.

IT ALL STARTS WITH

YOUR HANDS!
Hand strength is critical for shooting 
accuracy, recoil control, weapon retention, 
grappling, and hand-to-hand combat. 
Prohands is #1 in the world because it 
exercises each finger separately for 
outstanding hand, wrist and forearm 
strength. Great for dry fire practice!

USED BY THE U.S. MILITARY AND LAW ENFORCEMENT

Available in VARIOUS STRENGTHS at Dicks, REI, Sports Authority, 
Olympia Sports, Dunham’s, Sports Chalet, NEX and other fine 
retailers. Visit Prohands.net or call 800-880-3427 for more info.

PATENTED AND
FULLY GUARANTEED.NET

AUGUST ’10
News of Springfeld Armory’s 
XDm featuring a 4½ barrel 
chambered for .45 ACP was 
announced on this cover 
of Guns & Ammo, where 
Patrick Sweeney unknow-
ingly broke the company’s 
tradition with a new XD 
introduction. After looking it 
over, Sweeney ran a few mag-
azines through the two-digit 
serial-numbered pistol. 
Champion shooter Robbie 
Leatham commented, “I 
just realized, you’re the frst 
person outside of the factory 
to shoot the .45.” 

WHAT WAS 
THAT 1911?
Stop teasing us with the 1911 
seen in the March 2015 issue on 
page 33. What was used for “The 
Carry Rig” column on Galco’s Yaqui 
Slide? It appears to have a Damascus 
slide, aged mammoth ivory grips and a 
few other goodies. I think an article on 
this pistol alone would be great.
Lt. Col. Bob Petersen, USAFR (Ret.) 
Biloxi, Mississippi

Sir, that’s my personal 1911 built by Jeff Meister, one of 
the artisans working for an up-and-coming company out of 
Texas named Republic Forge (republicforge.com). At your 
request, I’ll publish a review soon. — E. Poole

BAD HOLLYWOOD
In the flm “American Sniper,” former U.S. Navy SEAL 
sniper Chris Kyle, played by actor Bradley Cooper, is often 
seen working his scope’s windage and elevation knobs 
once he has sighted in the rife. Wouldn’t this constant ad-

Nice catch on the scope 
work from “American Snip-
er.” Making adjustments 
to the elevation turret is 
actually the historically 
correct representation of 
how Chris Kyle would have 
handled his scope during 
the time period depicted 
in the movie and would 
not damage the rife’s zero. 
SEALs during this time were 
still using second-focal- 
plane reticles and dialing 
elevation for each target 
they engaged. Once they 
zeroed their rifes at 100 
yards, they would use the 
elevation turret to move 
the crosshairs to the correct 
position for any shots past 
that distance. Many “tacti-
cal” scopes are designed 
for this specifc use and 
have no problem returning 
to their original zero. While 
the Nightforce scopes used 
by the SEALs in real life and 

justment affect the original 
point of aim?
Howard Arnold 
Grants Pass, Oregon



                    THE LASER
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OVERPROTECTIVE NATURE. 
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you’re prepared to act on them. With 
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how dire. This is Condition Crimson. 
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in the movie can consis-
tently return to zero after 
adjusting both the eleva-
tion and windage turrets, 
almost no trained snipers 
will dial windage for each 
shot. It is too time consum-
ing, and wind constantly 
changes. With the elevation 
dialed on the scope, the 
horizontal crosshair and the 
subtension marks are most 
commonly used to hold 
off for wind. This method 
is both fast and precise. 
Besides the audible clicking 
heard when Bradley Coo-
per worked the power ring 
and the inaccurate “focus” 
function shown when the 
power ring was manip-
ulated, the movie did a 
pretty good job of getting 
the guns, optics and gear 
correct for the time period 

represented. While Holly-
wood certainly took some 
liberties with the book, it 
did a good job with the 
frearms. — T. Beckstrand

PERSPECTIVES
I thoroughly enjoy every 
issue of Guns & Ammo 
magazine, reading it cover 
to cover. Although I lean to-
ward traditional guns rather 
than modern guns, I enjoy 
keeping up with technol-
ogy changes. I live behind 
enemy lines in New York 
State, and Guns & Ammo 
permits me to dream of the 
things that others enjoy so 
freely. For some time, I have 
read the snarky letters to 
the editor and wonder why 
obscure errors rise to the 
level of readers not renew-
ing subscriptions. It seems 

that many simply walk 
around looking for things 
about which to become 
incensed. I learn something 
every time I read an issue 
and am never offended by a 
minor error. Guns & Ammo 
is much more fun to read 
than the local fsh wrappers. 
Now, the SAFE Act merits a 
measure of anger, not this 
magazine. Let us develop 
some much needed  
perspective.
anonymous 
email

G&A IS HARD 
TO READ
I have just fnished my 
Feb. 2015 issue of Guns & 
Ammo. Keep up the good 
work! I enjoy your magazine 
each month and watch the 
mail for it, but since you 

“welcome suggestions” … .  
I just turned 68. Reading 
Feb.’s issue with even new 
glasses and bifocals was a 
strain. Check Garry James’ 
“Italy’s Underrated Car-
cano” article on page 82. 
Hell, even the page num-
bers are tiny. I subscribe to 
two monthly magazines, 
G&A and the NRA’s Amer-
ican Rifeman. Comparing 
the fonts: They seem close 
to the same size, but the 
Rifeman’s seems to be 
printed much darker, bolder 
and easier to read. Also 
check page 36, the detail 
index on the holster specs. 
I just about had to get out 
my magnifying glass to 
read them. I really like black 
print on white pages. When 
the black printing is on 
dark-colored pages, I have 
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Call for FREE DVD and Catalog! 
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Perfect for SPRING CLEAN-UP!
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on DR® Leaf Vacuums!     

Rated #1 in Vacuum Power

Easy, 1-Hand Dumping 

Stores Flat in Minutes

Converts to a Utility Trailer

NEW
Models

Starting at 
$1,29999

The NEW DR® Leaf Vacuum 
is designed from the top 
down to make yard clean 
up easier, faster, and more 
thorough than ever before. 
And for a limited time we 
are offering them at 
incredible low introductory prices!

trouble reading it. I won’t 
get started on seeing pistol 
sights.
Steve Hessman 
Springfeld, oregon

We’re working on ways to 
improve readability, sir. You 
should start seeing changes 
in the next few issues.  
— M. Ulrich, G&A art director

MARKING MAGS
I recently saw an advertise-
ment featuring Kyle Lamb. 
He was holding a rife with 

a marked mag sticking out. The markings are in 
bright yellow. What did he use to print his ini-
tials? Paint or marking fuid? It doesn’t look like 
fnger nail polish. It needs to be able to with-
stand light oils and grease. I, too, need to mark 
both rife and pistol mags and want two or three 
colors to differentiate between calibers.
Jerry w. lawson 
lewisville, North carolina

I use a paint marker. I fnd that they work really 
well. If you rub the part with solvent, it will come 
off but not easily. These markers are usualy 
available at big box stores. I also use these to 
mark my scopes and sights to know which way 
to turn as well as where the zero was. This is an 

@GunsAndAmmoMag 
75.5K followers

@WinchesterAmmunition
Check out this ultra-rare 
Winchester motorcycle 
(and others) dating back 
to 1909. Search:  
@_autoevolution_bit.ly/1zkV2R0

TWITTER
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3-Point Hitch models too.
TRACTOR OWNERS

DR® RAPID-FEED™ CHIPPERS 

devour branches up to 5-½" thick!

 OVERSIZED, VERTICAL HOPPER self-
feeds most branches to save you time and 
energy.

TOP-DISCHARGING for easily depositing 
chips into a truck, trailer, or into the woods.

3X FASTER than ordinary chippers, thanks 
to powerful engines and massive, energy-
boosting flywheels.

old Army habit of mine that still continues today. 
— K. Lamb 

RIGHT TO CHOOSE
As an 83-year-old codger, I am not particularly 
attracted to the AR platform. However, I will 
defend the right of other folks to own and read 
about these ARs and G&A’s right to publish ar-
ticles about, and advertisements for, such guns. 
I will even read articles about these modern 
frearms, since they clearly are the wave of the 
future. I might even decide I need one, if I live 
long enough. (Until about 10 years ago, I was 
convinced that semiautomatic rifes and pistols 
were not of interest to me, but I read all of the 
articles about them that appeared in my gun 

magazines. Guess what? 
My wife selected a 9mm 
Springfeld XDm as her 
home protection frearm, 
and I have decided that I 
need a 1911 for the same 
purpose.) Perhaps if the 
whiners would only give 
ARs a chance — and read 
an article about them once 
in a while — they might 
begin to understand why 
so many people love that 
platform.
richard Andrews 
Youngsville, North carolina

795,000+ likes 
The ATF is attempting to ban common M855 
“green tip” AR-15 ammunition. Contact the 
ATF to make your voices heard!

 2,848 Dale Stroud M855 Green Tip ... 
[There’s] no data from Law Enforcement for 
support. Just an ammo ban because of the 
[recent] AR pistol developments. 

Like us at GunsAndAmmoMag to weigh in.

FACEBOOK
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MAGAZINE 
ON THE 
AR-15?
I am a subscrib-
er to numerous 
monthly frearms 
publications, one 
of which is G&A. 
I appreciate the 

fne publication but would prefer to 
receive a magazine specifcally cover-
ing the AR platform. For that reason, 
I am not renewing. I saw an ad in past 
publications referencing the black 
rife, but I have not seen a monthly 
available on newsstands or online. 
If you are offering it, please let me 
know. Thanks, and be well.
Rich Colucci 
email

Thank you for your support of Guns & 
Ammo magazine. Although we’d love 
to see you stay on as part of the G&A 
audience, I can refer you to Guns & 
Ammo’s quarterly Book of the AR-15. 
It is not available for subscription. 
However, you can order single issues 
and back issues by calling 800-260- 
6397 or visiting store.intermedia 
outdoors.com. Each issue costs $10 
online (including shipping and 
processing) or $8.99 at newsstands.
— Eds

FRIENDS OF FREEDOM
I would like to see more pieces on 
public fgures who are pro-gun and 
pro-freedom. The press already prints 
articles about some of the worst ene-
mies to American values.
Andy Breglia 
Fremont, California

MORE BLACKOUT, PLEASE
I’ve been a subscriber to G&A for 
about three months, and it has quickly 
become one of my favorite frearm 
publications. Before I shipped to Par-
ris Island after enlisting in the Marine 
Corps, I bought myself a 5.56 Wind-
ham Weaponry AR-15 and love it. I’ve 
since learned about the .300 Blackout 
round and have been pondering the 
idea of buying an upper receiver, but 
I wouldn’t say I’m well versed enough 
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to simply drop that much 
money on half of a rife. I 
would love to see an article 
on this round and its appli-
cations.
Matthew Goodwin 
North Augusta,  
South carolina 

STOCK WOOD
In over 50 years of reading 
most gun rags, the accumu-
lated total knowledge im-
parted to me on the merits 
of walnut for gunstocks is 
much less than that provid-
ed by Craig Boddington’s 
column “Stock Options” 
in the recent December 
issue of G&A. Boddington’s 
clarifying information about 
origin and types of walnut 
is spot-on based on my 40 
years of walnut husband-
ry and timber growing. 
Here are some omissions, 
however: 

Native to America in 
addition to black walnut are 
butternut and pecan. They 
are both in shorter supply, 
but they have slightly fner 
straight grains than black 
walnut. Butternut is almost 
totally exterminated, but its 
wood is lighter and creamy. 
Pecan is lighter brown than 
black walnut, sometimes 
tan with overtones of cedar 
hues. It is luxurious by 
any measure, but usable 
lengths of lumber are only 

found in deep forests rather 
than the hybridized stock 
raised in groves for nut 
production.

The Asian Heartnut has 
been introduced into this 
country for commercial 
purposes and morphed into 
an invasive species, occa-
sionally crossing with native 
butternut and less fre-
quently with black walnut. 
Lumber or wood is similar 
to Circassian (so-called 
English) walnut and a little 
lighter colored for most 
people who like blonde 
maple. 

Some of the fnest fgure 
with spangling and feather-
ing occurs below the hole 
of the tree stump in the 
knee of the outer stabilizing 
roots due to the weight of 
the tree compressing the 
grain proportionally higher 
than in the larger mass of 
the trunk, thus torturing the 
grain.
dave Nicholas 
Peebles, ohio 

EXCELLENT ISSUE
Mr. Poole, I thought your 
editorial explaining a writ-
er’s test conditions and lim-
its was very important. Too 
many readers think of writ-
ers having ideal conditions 
all the time, all the ammu-
nition and test facilities 
imaginable to create their 
articles. The best article in 
the magazine, however, was 
your review of the Yaqui 
Slide holster in “The Carry 
Rig” column. This is the 
frst set of photos I have 
seen in 20 years that shows 
the holster design from all 
sides. I also enjoyed the 
history on Jeff Cooper and 
his Latin American mission-
ary days bringing the good 
word on modern pistolcraft 

to our neighbors. Last, that 
was a wonderful photo of 
Gert Backstrom on the last 
page’s “Spent Cases.” She 
was a great pistol shot.
don Johnson 
Seattle, washington

BRITISH .303 RIFLES
They always said the 
German Mauser was the 
best sporting rife, the U.S. 
M1903 Springfeld the best 
target rife and the Brit-
ish MK III and IV the best 
combat rifes. I’ve had them 
all, and that seems to be 
true. Garry James’ article 
on these rifes in the De-
cember issue was great. He 
mentioned diffculty with 
stripper clips. There is a 
greater issue than that, es-
pecially for the handloader: 
They are hard on brass. This 
is no problem for the British 
military because they usu-
ally only fre the case once, 
whereas the handloader 
likes to get at least 10 or 
12 frings out of an empty 
case. The inherent problem 
lies with case separation 
after one or two frings. 

Even with neck sizing of 
the case, regardless of the 
manufacturer, neck sizing 
helps. The real problem is 
with the rifes themselves, 
as they were built to 
wartime tolerances. A long 

base-to-shoulder 
chamber length 
is probably at 
fault. There is no 
real answer with 
the exception of 
rebarreling, and 
no one wants 
to do that to an 
original.

Paul wasmuth 
kettering, ohio 

RIFLES THAT 
WON WARS
Hats off to Chase Ashley in 
the February issue of G&A 
for clearly exposing the utter 
inadequacy of the AR as our 
standard military rife. I’m 
an old veteran and used a 
.30-’06 M1 Garand. I believe 
that rife is a major reason 
why we defeated Germany 
and Japan in World War II. 
The .223 caliber is great for 
prairie dogs and maybe even 
rockchucks, but as a serious 
military rife it is pathetic. 
Any deer hunter who enters 
the woods with a big, heavy, 
black, clumsy rife with a 
15- or 20-round magazine is 
someone to be pitied.
Stanley bickel 
Ammon, Idaho 

OOPS, OUR BAD
On page 88 of Guns & Ammo’s March 2015 feature “Hey, Mr. 
Rifeman,” which was authored by Layne Simpson, a paragraph 
in the article reads, “An Australian friend tells me the semi-
automatic Remington 7600 in .35 Whelen is a favorite in his 
country … .” In fact, the Model 7600 was a pump-action rife, not 
semiautomatic. I consulted Simpson’s submission and found that 
his original draft was written correctly, and this description was 
changed at some point during G&A’s editorial process. I’d like to 
offer my personal apology to all readers as well as the author for 
not catching this mistake before the issue went to press.
— E. Poole



THE RED DOT WAS INVENTED to support the hobby 
of a Swedish engineer named Gunnar Sandberg 40 years 
ago. He was the owner of GS Development, whose primary 
business supported the medical industry, but his personal 
time was spent moose hunting, where he desired a faster 
optic. Gunnar discovered that if he could keep both eyes 
open, the red dot aiming point appeared on the target. A 
simple zero-magnifcation lens arrangement meant there 
was also no parallax. If the red dot 
was sighted in and on target, a hit 
was guaranteed regardless of eye 
position. Magnifed optics have 
their role, but as it turns out, a red 
dot is hard to beat for multiple 
targets, moving targets and targets 
positioned within 100 yards.

Aimpoint’s frst red dot sight hit 
the European market in 1975. It 
was called the Aimpoint Electronic. 
Four years later, the second- 
generation (G2) model made its 
way to the U.S., with some needed 
improvements. Although created 
for hunting, it was competition that 
put it on the map, starting when pistol champ Joe  
Pascarella won Camp Perry with one in 1981.

Subsequent models were improved to address battery 
life, mounting options and durability under recoil. The 
U.S. Army’s Delta unit selected Aimpoint for its new M4 
carbines in time for Operation Desert Storm, and unit 
members assigned to guard General Norman Schwarzkopf 
were sometimes seen using the then-new Aimpoint 5000. 

Today, Aimpoint is one of several companies owned by 
Per Sandberg, Gunnar’s son. If you had joined me on my 
trip to tour Aimpoint, you would have thought you were 
entering a clinical laboratory.

The southern city of Malmö, just a 5-mile drive over the 
Örsund Bridge from Copenhagen, Denmark, is actually the 
home of one of two Aimpoint factories. The other is above 
the Arctic Circle in a town named Gällivare.

“We’re going to teach you how to manufacture a PRO 
today,” said Erik Äs, engineer at Aimpoint in Malmö.

The best-selling PRO comes standard with a pre- 
installed QRP2 mount. It’s dialed in for windage and 
elevation on a top-secret fxture at the factory. Experience 

gained from earlier models revealed that improper instal-
lation often meant the optic could twist in its rings, leaving 
adjustments off and at an angle. The PRO solves this.

I learned that while most of the components that go into 
an Aimpoint are manufactured in Sweden, the all- 
important glass is sourced from Denmark and central  
Europe. Nothing comes from China, and Aimpoint refuses 
to sell its products there for reasons I’ll detail shortly. 

At Malmö, Aimpoint sights  
are assembled in a clean room, 
which requires wearing sterile, anti- 
electrostatic garments. Before em-
ployees sit down to work, they frst 
attach a tethered grounding wire 
to a snap on a wristband to protect 
the circuitry.

Erik wouldn’t tell me how many 
red dot sights a technician could 
assemble during a shift, so there 
was no benchmark for me to beat. 
That was a good thing, since it 
took me two days to build a single 
PRO. Even then, my sample didn’t 
meet quality-control standards. 
(Apparently, I can’t apply an even 
amount of glue in a straight line.) 
To be sure that my Aimpoint PRO 

wouldn’t wind up in a retail environ-
ment, they engraved my name on it in 

place of a serial number and wrote it off as a souvenir. 
My work did stand up to function testing at an under-

ground range complete with electronic scoring, however. 
Shooting RUAG green tip through a select-fre HK416, my 
best fve-shot group measured 1.34 inches.

China has reverse engineered many of Aimpoint’s 
products, but it can’t duplicate the processes, coatings and 
specialized fxtures developed by hard-earned experience.

You look at something a little differently when you know 
how it’s made. I sat with company president Lennart Ljung-
felt at his Malmö offce and examined “pirated” red dots. 
He has several examples unwitting buyers had sent back 
to the factory for warranty repair. It was obvious to me that 
these were counterfeits; some wore the Aimpoint brand, 
some even spelled incorrectly. These were all from China. 
My advice: Avoid alternatives that look like an Aimpoint. 
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“The Aimpoint red dot just turned 40.”

@BLACK5PROJECTSSTILL SEEING RED

PH
O

TO
S:

 M
IC

H
A

EL
 A

N
SC

H
U

ET
Z



NO EXTRA

CHARGES

FOR USING

YOUR MAJOR

CREDIT CARD

ORDER 1-800-588-9500
FAX (325) 695-4898

www.cdnnsports.com

AMERICA’S LARGEST FIREARM
MAGAZINE AND ACCESSORY
CLOSEOUT LIQUIDATOR!

FLAT RATE ACCESSORY SHIPPING ONLY $999 PER ORDER!
INC.

ORDER GUNS OR ACCESSORIES ONLINE @ www.cdnnsports.com
OR PLEASE CALL OUR FRIENDLY SALES STAFF @ 800-588-9500

WE STOCK OUR INVENTORY!
✔ NO THIRD PARTY ✔ SHIPPED IN 24HRS

BEST BUYS IN USA
30 YEARS IN BUSINESS

$299

EXPRESS

12 GAUGE BUCKSHOT
9-PELLET 00-BUCK

5RD
BOX1/2 PRICE!

A3 FLAT TOP UPPER
STRIPPED RECEIVERS

MATTE BLACK¥SHELL DEFLECTOR

HIGH QUALITY ANODIZED ALUMINUM

$4999
#AOP
UPPER

M4 FEED RAMPS¥BLACK FINISH

T-MARKED

NUMBERED

FLAT-TOP RAIL

AR-15 COMPLETE BOLT
& CARRIER ASSEMBLY

COMPLETE MIL-SPEC BOLT,
CARRIER & FIRING PIN

MATTE BLACK PARKERIZED STEEL

LIMITED SUPPLY

HARD TO FIND

READY TO DROP-IN

FITS MOST .223
CHAMBERED UPPERS

#ABA
BCG

$8999

AR-15 RIFLE

$599

223

DUPONT ZYTEL

30RD
HEAVY DUTY

BLACK POLYMER

$2999

10/22® BX-25X2®

22LR•CONSTANT FORCE

STAINLESS STEEL SPRING

EASILY DISASSEMBLED

ANTI-TILT FOLLOWER

STAINLESS STEEL FEED LIPS

RARE
FACTORY

2-25RD=50RDS TOTAL

50RD PAIR

$59999

ADVANCED

ARMAMENT

CORPORATION .300 BLACKOUT
MFG MODEL 7 RIFLE

COMPACT PACK RIFLE

FACTORY MOUNTED RAIL

16” 5R 1:7 TWIST 5/8-24 THREADED BARREL

THREAD PROTECTOR INCLUDED

WAY BELOW COST

PROTECTIVE NITRIDE FINISH ON BARREL, BORE, AND CHAMBER

X-MARK PRO™ 3.5LB TRIGGER
ADJUSTABLE COMB SYNTHETIC STOCK

SWIVEL STUDS

ONLY 35” OVERALL LENGTH
ACCURATE, LIGHTWEIGHT & COMPACT WAS

$899

$32999

CUSTOM AR-15 16” FLUTED NATO 5.56X45

#CUS4

LWRC CARBINE

LENGTH QUAD RAIL!

COMPLETE WITH M4 FEED RAMPS, FORWARD

ASSIST AND EJECTION PORT DUST COVER

✔ 16Ó FLUTED 1 IN 9 TWIST BARREL

✔ MATCH GRADE PRECISION UPPER

✔ FREE FLOATING QUAD RAIL

✔ CARBINE LENGTH GAS TUBE

✔ HEAVY DUTY LOW

PROFILE PINNED GAS

BLOCK W/BAYONET LUG

✔ A2 BIRDCAGE

$349
VALUE

QUAD

RAIL

$29999

CUSTOM AR-15 M4 UPPER NATO 5.56X45

LWRC CARBINE

LENGTH QUAD RAIL!

COMPLETE WITH M4 FEED RAMPS, FORWARD

ASSIST AND EJECTION PORT DUST COVER

✔ 16Ó M4 CONTOUR BARREL

✔ MATCH GRADE PRECISION UPPER

✔ A2 BIRDCAGE FLASH HIDER

✔ CARBINE LENGTH GAS TUBE

✔ 1 IN 8 TWIST

✔ PHOSPHATE FINISH

✔ CARBINE LENGTH

YOUR
CHOICE

BLACK #CUSUC

COYOTE BROWN
#CUSCB

NEWEST FACTORY
FULLY METAL LINED
DROP FREE DESIGN

$1999
YOUR

CHOICE

ALL BRAND
NEW MAGS

NET PRICE!

17 10RD•19 10RD
21 10RD•22 10RD
23 10RD•26 10RD
27 9RD•36 6RD

& 42 6RD

AR-15 RIFLE

$499

223

DUPONT ZYTEL

20RD
HEAVY DUTY

BLACK POLYMER

HANDGUARDS
AR-15 QUAD

RAIL

$2499

EASY INSTALLATION

BLACK #TAR16A
TTANAN #TAR251A

SOLID LOCKING FEATURES

PRECISION MACHINED

WEAR RESISTANT HARD

ANODIZED MATTE FINISH

16” CARBINE
HOLDS THE MOST GEAR

YOUR
CHOICE

16” CARBINE

MADE TO THE

HIGHEST STANDARDS

VERSATILE SYSTEM

HIGH QUALITY PARTS

FREE PMR-30

SIGN UP FOR OUR E-MAIL SPECIALS TO ENTER

PLUS BUY THE BEST GUN INDUSTRY DEALS TODAY!
DRAWING TO BE HELD 5/31/15 @ 12:00 NOON CST
No purchase necessary to win.  Only one registration per household.

Must be shipped to a registered FFL Dealer.  Must be 21 or older to win.
THIS CONTEST IS VOID WHERE PROHIBITED BY LOCAL, STATE OR FEDERAL LAW.

22MAG
WITH 2-30RD HI-CAPS

4.25” BARREL
& TACTICAL RAILHARD TO GET!



P.38 REPAIR/ID
Q: My friend has a P.38 that his uncle brought back from 
World War II. I convinced him that we should take the P.38 
to the range and put a few rounds through it to ensure 
that it was still in working condition. Firing the frst round 
was like fring a new gun; it was magnifcent. On the third 
round, I heard a nose that reminded me of the 
sound an M1 Garand clip makes when ejected. 
I found that the fring pin and indicator cover 
had blown off, and the rear sight was gone. 
We looked around but were unable to fnd the 
sight. I would like to get the pistol repaired, so 
I am looking for a gunsmith who knows about 
P.38s. We would also appreciate any infor-
mation you can provide us about this pistol. I 
would rate it as in NRA very good condition, 
at least. There is a holster that shows wear but 
still works for protecting the gun. On the left 
side of the pistol and toward the front of the 
slide is stamped “P.38” followed by “byf” over 
the number 44. A little farther back, just in front 
of the safety lever, is the serial number 69XX 
with a space, then a “y.” Farther down on the 
frame, even with the front of the triggerguard, 
is the serial number 69XXy (same spacing) 
followed by what looks like a tri-plane over 
“WaA” and I believe the number 135 (it might 
be 155; I’m not sure). On the front of the pistol 
where the barrel assembly meets fush with the 

IDENTIFICATION 
& VALUES
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GARRY JAMES

“Many thanks for the added info.
I think we can fnally put this controversy to bed.”

GARRY.JAMES@ 
IMOUTDOORS.COM

THE AUCTION BLOCK
A spectacular highly desirable cased 
Gabbett-Fairfax Mars Model 1905 pistol 
sold for a remarkable $63,250, including 
premiums, at the October 7, 2014, James 
D. Julia auction. This rare early British 
automatic in .360 caliber is in superb 
condition, exhibiting 95 to 97 percent 
of its original bright-blue fnish. It is 
enclosed in an oak case with a special 
compartment for the gun’s magazine, 
as the pistol will only ft in its allotted 
space with the magazine removed. In the 
early part of the 20th century, the Gab-
bett-Fairfax was the most powerful auto 
of its time. For more information about 
this and future auctions, contact James 
D. Julia, 207-453-7125, jamesdjulia.com.

frame is the serial number 
69XX; the “y” is below the 
number. On the right side 
of the slide in line with the 
front of the grip panel are 
three stampings. The frst 
and last appear to be a 
“W” with two lines drawn 
to either side like the wings 
of a biplane. The middle 
stamp appears to be the 
Nazi swastika with the 
eagle above it. The only 
other markings are on the 
magazine, which has “P.38” 
on the left side.
D.T.B. 
Lancaster, California 

A: There are probably a 
number of gunsmiths out 
there qualifed to fx your 

pistol, though one I am 
familiar with is Krausewerke 
(650-571-7583, krausewerke. 
com). It specializes in Ger-
man handguns (and even 
makes superb copies of the 
.45 ACP Luger and Baby 
Luger). If it can’t perform the 
job for you, I’m sure it can 
give you a good lead where 
to go to have it done. Your 
P.38 sounds pretty straight-
forward. Its maker’s code 
and waffenamt (135) indicate 
that is was manufactured by 
Mauser in 1944. These are 
wonderful pistols, great to 
collect and shoot, and well 
worth restoring.

REMINGTON 
NYLON 10 
Q: I have a single-shot 
bolt-action Remington 
Nylon 10. I have done 
some research and found 
that only about 10,000 
were made. The thing that 
has me confused is that I 
don’t see proof that any 
were made with a stain-
less/chrome barrel like this 
one. The only markings on 
the barrel are “P J 58 22” 
(the words “Short, Long, 
Long rife” seem to be 
scratched off). It shoots all 
three cartridges. This gun 
was given to me 15 years 
ago, and from what I un-
derstand, some collectors 
have developed an interest 
in the Nylon.
J.V. 
email

WALTHER P.38 (BYF-44, STANDARD ISSUE), 98%: $750
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HAVE AN HEIRLOOM? Curious 
about a vintage frearm? Email 
Garry at garry.james@imout 
doors.com, or send a descrip-
tion with detailed photos to 
Gun room, Guns & Ammo, 2 
news Plaza, 3rd Floor, Peoria, 
IL 61614. Please include your 
name and state of residence. 

Due to the volume of requests 
each month, personal replies 
are not possible. The most 
interesting or unusual queries 
are answered in Guns & Ammo 
magazine.

RECOMMENDED 
READS
“The Western Front Com-
panion,” by Mark Adkin, 
Stackpole Books, 2013, 528 
pages
With the centenary of World 
War I upon us, Mark Adkin’s 
spectacular new book, “The 
Western Front Companion,” 
like his other excellent 
“Companions,” which cover 
Waterloo, Trafalgar and Get-
tysburg, is a compendium of 
military history, biography 
and armament that has the 
dual achievements of putting 
the confict into perspective 
for those unfamiliar with the 
events of 1914 to 1918 and 
embellishing the knowledge 
of veteran Great War buffs. 
Chock full of wonderful new 
and period illustrations, 
organizational charts and 
battle maps, this 350,000-
word work is a must-have 
for any military library. It is 
every bit as detailed and au-
thoritative as his other three 
efforts, which are also highly 
recommended. Available 
from Stackpole Books,  
800-732-3669, stackpole 
books.com. $70

A: The Remington Nylon 10 
was one of a series of “Zy-
tel” nylon-stocked .22 rifes, 
which included (among oth-
ers) the Nylon 66 semiauto, 
Nylon 76 lever action and 
Nylon 10 (single-shot), and 
Nylon 11 (box magazine) 
and Nylon 12 (tubular maga-
zine) bolt actions. A total 
of 8,606 Nylon 10s were 
manufactured from 1962 to 
1964. Standard fnish was 
blue. I must admit I’ve not 
seen any chrome versions, 
but as some chromed Nylon 
66s were produced, it is not 
inconceivable that some 10s 
were also offered in that fn-

ish, though I cannot fnd ref-
erence to any. According to 
the “Thirty-Fifth Anniversary 
Edition Blue Book of Gun 
Values” (bluebookofgun 
values.com), a standard 
Nylon 10 with a 195⁄8-inch 
barrel in 90 percent condi-
tion is worth $400, and one 
with a 24-inch barrel would 
be $200 more.

MUMMIFIED MAS 36 
Q: This is my frst writing 
to any gun publication 
in more than 40 years. I 
purchased a mAS 36 when 
they hit the market some 
15 years ago. Through all 

these years, I’ve never tak-
en off the rust-protective 
wrap. It’s been in my col-
lection with the wound-up 
grease-impregnated cloth. 
my question is, as a collec-
tor’s item, does this gives 
it any value? I have no idea 
what condition this rife is 
in, but I do know the value 
of this rife depending on 
condition. Am I better off 
just removing the wrap?
J.K. 
Niles, Illinois

A: There are some out there 
who eschew removing the 
armory wrappings from mili-

CHERRY 1911
Q: I may be able to buy a 
u.S. Army Colt Firearms 
model 1911 .45-caliber 
pistol from the family of 
a World War II service-
man. The serial number 
is between 190,000 and 
199,000. I believe the Colt 
Firearms website dates its 
manufacture to the year 
1916. It’s in very good (not 
mint) condition and was 
seldom used and never, to 
the family’s knowledge, in 
combat. The serviceman, 
now deceased, was a 
combat photographer with 
the uSmC and reportedly 
carried two such pistols 
(one on each hip) through 
the Central Pacifc Drive to 
Japan (no one has knowl-
edge of what happened 
to the second pistol). The 
serviceman made frst-
wave landings on Iwo Jima, 
Saipan, the Philippines and 
other islands. He wore it on 
his hip in a u.S. “42 Boyt” 
leather holster, which the 
family still has. It, too, is in 
very good condition. The 
Colt was found among his 

effects after he passed, 
loaded with six rounds of 
1943-stamped .45 ACP 
ammunition. It was issued 
to him in ’42, and it may 
be that the last time he 
used it was to qualify with 
it in training. He brought 
it home, put it away in a 
dresser and never used it 
again. It was not fred again 
till 2008, after frst being 
taken apart and checked 
out. There is very little wear 
inside, according to the 
gunsmith, who said maybe 
100 to 200 rounds had ever 
been fred through it. There 
is no sign of combat use 
such as wear or abrasion 
(from the volcanic and coral 

sands of the Pacifc Islands 
or the trenches of France in 
WWI) on the inside or out-
side. Any idea of its value?
Michael 
email

A: Sounds like a nice 
piece. The serial-number 
range you note places the 
gun’s date of manufacture 
in 1917. It certainly has a 
great story, and it would 
be nice if you could get 
some documentation 
(letter, photos, etc.) on the 
gun’s ownership. In any 
event, a 1917-year Colt in 
80 to 90 percent condition 
is worth in the $1,750 to 
$2,100 range.

COLT 1911, 80 – 90%, $1,750 – $2,100
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tary arms, but I’m not one of 
them. True, a MAS 36 is not 
in the M1 Garand class in 
the desirability department 
(though I must admit I have 
a MAS and enjoy shooting 
it immensely), but even so, 
it doesn’t seem to me that 
it is achieving its potential 
encased in a gunked-up 
protective shroud conceal-
ing both the rife’s mystique 
and its utility. It’s aesthet-
ically displeasing to boot. 
Now, I suppose if one were 
going to do a display of a 
particular military rife and 
had a number of variations 
to exhibit, there might be 

some excuse for wanting to 
show this particular part of 
the arm’s history, but even 
then I think it’s something 
of a stretch. I would be 
interested in hearing other 
opinions, though.

WINCHESTER 
MODEL 1876
Q: I have a rife that be-
longed to my grandfather 
and was given to me by my 
uncle. It has written on the 
barrel “Winchester repeat-
ing Arms new Haven Ct. 
Kings Improvement Patent-
ed mar. 29, 1866-oct. 16, 
1860.” It doesn’t have the 

caliber written anywhere, 
but my uncle told me that it 
is a .45-75. The serial num-
ber is 11XX. Could you give 
some history on this gun 
and the approximate value?
L.R. 
email

A: From your photo, it looks 
like you have a Winchester 
Model 1876 rife. You 
should take it to a gunsmith 
and have a chamber cast 
made to determine the 
caliber. The Model 76 was 
Winchester’s attempt to 
beef up the Model 1873 to 
handle larger, more power-

ful loads. In fact, it looks just 
like a Model 73 on steroids. 
Mechanically, the guns were 
similar, though there were 
a few differences. Model 
1876s (which I must admit 
I’m rather partial to) were 
manufactured from 1876 to 
1896 in .40-60 WCF, .45-60 
WCF, .45-75 WCF (the most 
common) and .50-95 Ex-
press. There were a number 
of variations. Your ’76 looks 
like a First Model rife that, 
based on its serial number, 
was built in the frst year of 
production. Condition looks 
about average-plus, so I’d 
place its value in the $3,500 
to $5,000 range. 

MORE ON VIETNAM 
.38 SPC S&Ws
Q: In the January 2015 
issue, a reader queried 
about a .38 Special revolv-

WINCHESTER MODEL 1876, 50+%: $3,500 – $5,000
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er carried by helicopter 
crews during Vietnam. 
Although your answer is 
correct, to elaborate a bit, 
I believe the reader was 
referring to the S&W mod-
el 13 revolver. This was a 
lightweight model 10 with 
a 2-inch barrel and round 
butt (semi-round as per 
K-frame models). I always 
felt that this confguration 
made for a great carry re-
volver. I had one years ago, 
but unfortunately I lost 
it to theft. It was a great 
revolver, maybe the most 
accurate .38 Special I ever 
had. I don’t know if mine 
had a trigger job done to it 
prior to my owning it, but 
I do remember its trigger 
pull being sweet.
E.M. 
Guatemala City,  
Guatemala

A: Many thanks for the add-
ed info. I think we can fnally 
put this controversy to bed.

COLT FITZ SPECIAL
Q: I think I may have a 
Fitz Special. It is a Colt 
revolver, blued in .38 
Special with wood grips. 
The serial number on the 
frame is 312XXX with a “P” 
centered below the serial 
number. The serial number 
on the cylinder match-
es. How can I document 
whether it is a Fitz?
P.H. 
email

A: “Fitz Special” revolv-
ers were Colts that were 
modifed as per the design 
of John Henry Fitzgerald, 
a competition shooter and 
all-around pistolero who 
worked for Colt from 1918 

to 1944. The Fitzgerald 
Special involved trimming a 
revolver’s (normally a Police 
Positive, though a couple 
of New Services were also 
modifed) barrel down to 
about 2 inches, rounding 
the butt, bobbing the ham-
mer and cutting away the 
front of the triggerguard. 
Around 20 were actually 

built by Colt, and if you con-
tact people at the Archive 
Services (800-962-2658, ext. 
1343), they will tell you how 
you can get a letter on your 
particular revolver. Fitzger-
ald also built some himself, 
as did other gunsmiths, 
though those will not letter 
out and can be diffcult to 
authenticate. 

COLT FITZ SPECIAL .38 SPL

Forget everything you’ve seen, heard or thought you knew about bullpups. Just pull the trigger 

on our new RDB. In a fraction of a second, you’ll knock bullpup performance on its can. 

Innovation. Performance. Kel-Tec®. See more at YouTube.com/user/KelTecWeapons.
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CRAIG BODDINGTON

“They don’t bugle like elk; they whistle and scream,
and it was a marvelous experience.”

/OFFICIALCRAIG 
BODDINGTONPAGE

THE WORD “EXOTIC” is scientifcally correct, defning a 
plant or animal that is not native to a given area and thus 
got there either accidentally or on purpose. Unfortunately, 
for many hunters, “exotic” carries a negative connotation, 
somewhat tainted by a hint of high fences. This doesn’t nec-
essarily apply. For instance, 
what about the ring-necked 
pheasant? The pheasant is 
probably America’s most 
important upland game bird 
today, and I’m amazed that 
so many people don’t know 
that the frst pheasants 
were brought in from China 
only a century ago. Other 
important exotic game birds 
include the chukar and Hun-
garian partridge. 

What about wild hogs? 
Although sometimes called 
Russian wild boars and other fancy names, wild hogs in 
North America are simply feral pigs, though some areas 
have a strong infuence from releases of genuine Eurasian 
wild boars. They have now been sighted in all states except 
Alaska, with current population estimates as high as 9 mil-
lion. They are changing America’s hunting scene because 
they offer opportunity. The vast majority are free-ranging, 
increasing annually in range and numbers, and landowners  
hate them. They’re tough on crops, and their rooting is 
hard on the land, with agricultural damages from hogs 
approaching $2 billion. 
Landowners who won’t 
allow other hunting often 
welcome pig hunters.

Without question, the 
epicenter for non-native 
big game is the Texas 
Hill Country, where many 
ranches are stocked with a 
wide variety of species. It 
is absolutely true that the 
more rare varieties are of-
ten taken more as a collec-
tion than a hunt. However, 
the most common species 

such as axis deer, aoudad sheep, blackbuck, fallow deer, 
moufon and sika deer are generally free-ranging on large 
acreage. These animals have been breeding in Texas for a 
long time. Over the years, there have been escapees, and 
all four of these also occur in a genuine free-range situa-

tion. Either way, they offer 
an enjoyable hunting expe-
rience, often during times 
when native seasons are 
not open. Horned animals 
such as aoudad, blackbuck 
and moufon can be hunted 
year-round. The axis is a 
tropical deer that keeps an 
unusual schedule. Some 
individuals can be found in 
hard antler in any month, 
but the majority come into 
hard antler in May, with 
the rut in June and July. 

The axis deer could well be the most beautiful deer in the 
world, offering a wonderful off-season adventure.

The aoudad is a special case. In the heavy oak brush 
of the Hill Country, they are very diffcult to hunt, wheth-
er on a game ranch or free range, but they are originally 
creatures of the arid mountains of North Africa. Today, 
they are widely distributed and totally free-ranging in the 
mountains of West Texas, including the Glass, Davis and 
Chinati Mountains, and the Palo 
Duro Canyon up toward the 

Panhandle. This is 
harsh country, but 
I hunted aoudad, 
also called Barbary 
sheep, in Chad, on the 
southern fringe of the Saha-
ra. Nothing in North Ameri-
ca is nearly as harsh, and our 
aoudad grow much larger 
than their African ancestors. 
They are my favorite non-na-
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Hunting free-range aoudad in West Texas 
and New Mexico is a genuine sheep hunt, 
not much different than hunting desert 
bighorns but at a fraction of the cost.

Native to India, blackbuck males 
have diverging, spiral horns. These 
examples were photographed at 
AC Ranch in San Angelo, Texas. 

LETTERS FROM KEITH
“To be an all-around rife for either 
the Americas or Africa and India, the 
cartridge must be large enough for the 
largest game to be hunted.” 
— Elmer Keith, January 1968
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tive animal to hunt, and in mountainous country they offer 
a genuine sheep-hunting experience at a fraction of the 
cost of any North American sheep hunt. Unlike most of 
these animals, they are not found just in Texas. Aoudad are 
in several areas in New Mexico, and there’s a population 
in the mountains of California’s Central Coast. I heard that 
there’s even a free-ranging population in Oregon.

The nilgai is another interesting Texas exotic. A large an-
telope originally from India, it is a tropical animal that can’t 
withstand prolonged cold. There are thousands of them 
free-ranging along the Texas Gulf Coast, but they haven’t 
expanded inland because the winters rapidly become 
too harsh. Nilgai were cheated in the horn department. 
They’re thick skinned and incredibly tough, yet they offer 

some of the fnest venison.
New Mexico actually has several interesting non-natives. 

Hunter and naturalist Frank Hibben headed up the New 
Mexico game commission for some years. He believed in 
habitat niches, areas that weren’t suitable to native species 
but where introduced species might do well. He experi-
mented with several species, some of which didn’t thrive, 
but this is why we have gemsbok from southern Africa in 
New Mexico’s White Sands region, Persian ibex in the Flor-
ida Mountains and aoudad here and there, all huntable. I 
got a permit for an oryx a couple of years ago, and it was 
a wonderful hunt. The scrub desert looked exactly like the 
Kalahari, and the animals were clearly perfectly at home.

There are actually non-native populations of this and 
that scattered around the continent. 
There are several pockets of fallow 
deer, often an insider’s deal with 
locations carefully guard-
ed. European reindeer 
can be hunted on Alaska’s 
Kodiak Island and the south-
ern coast of Greenland, originally 
introduced in both places as an 
alternative food source. Maryland’s 

When it comes to your protection, 

trust nothing but the quality of 

the TLR-1 family. The traditional 

TLR-1 gives you the ultimate balance 

of brightness, reach, and runtime. 

Mount on the ultra-wide 630 lumen 

beam with our TLR-1 HL when you 

need to fill the scene with light. Or 

when you need a beam that slices 

deep into the darkness and provides 

significant peripheral light, the 

775 lumen TLR HPL gives you a 438 

meter beam with 2x the hot spot, 

plus the width of the HL beam. No 

matter what you’re looking for, 

make sure you’re looking for it with 

the right TLR-1 from Streamlight.

FIND WHATEVER YOU’RE LOOKING FOR.

©2015 STREAMLIGHT, INC. 
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New Mexico’s 
scrub desert, 
where gems-
bok roam, 
looks a whole 
lot like this 
species’ native 
Kalahari re-
gion in Africa.

A large antelope native to India, the nilgai is 
free-ranging along much of the Texas Gulf Coast.
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The Leader in Rimfre Ammunition®     |     visit us at cci-ammunition.com for more information     |     ©2014

AR Tactical Goes The Distance

Go ahead, chew through the rounds. Shoot until you can fry an egg on your AR. And 

rest assured that CCI’s AR Tactical rimfre ammunition will perform from frst shot to 

barrel-smoking last. After all, CCI’s AR Tactical rimfre is engineered specifcally for 

the AR platform. So unleash the rimfre fury and feel the thrill with CCI.
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Eastern Shore holds several 
thousand sika deer, mostly 
in Dorchester County, ap-
parently descended from an 
accidental release. As the 
story goes, a barge carrying 
sika deer (for an unknown 
reason) ran aground, and 
several deer escaped. The 
sika is a small, three-tined, 
round-antlered deer native 
to Japan and eastern Asia 
of the same Cervus genus 
as our elk. In Maryland’s 
coastal marshes, they’re the very devil to hunt. In 2013, I 
went during the October rut, archery season. They don’t 
bugle like elk; they whistle and scream, and it was a marvel-
ous experience.

Another interesting opportunity was hunting sambar 
along California’s Central Coast. Publishing magnate 
William Randolph Hearst once owned much of this coun-
try, and he experimented with numerous species. Not 
all thrived, but there are known populations of aoudad, 
Himalayan tahr and sambar, and once in a while a rancher 
or deer hunter bumps into a zebra. The sambar, native to 
India, is also a Cervidae, but it is a large and powerfully 

built animal. Exactly how 
many there are is unknown. 

We humans have been 
manipulating nature for so 
many centuries that every 
continent has a comple-
ment of exotic species. In 
some areas, they are very 
important. All of Hawaii’s 

hunting is for non-native animals, with the menu including 
axis and blacktail deer, European moufon, and feral sheep, 
goats and pigs, along with exotic game birds. Virtually all of 
the big-game hunting in Australia and New Zealand is for 
introduced species, and the large majority of Argentina’s 
huntable species are introduced. 

At this time, none of our American exotics rivals our 
native species in numbers or hunter interest, except for wild 
hogs. While I think the hunting opportunity they offer is a 
good thing, they’re changing our landscape and hunting 
culture. For sure, it’s too late to put the genie back in the 
bottle, so we might as well enjoy the ride. 

The feral hog is unquestionably 
America’s most numerous and 
widespread non-native, with 
sightings in every state except 
Alaska and a population estimated 
as high as 9 million.
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•  XTP® hollow point bullets
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Uphold the tradition of liberty and freedom – American Gunner™

AVAILABLE IN THESE POPULAR CALIBERS
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OUR EDITOR, Eric Poole, made the mistake of asking me 
an open-ended question: “What do you remember about 
the early use of red dot sights in IPSC?” I had to manfully 
resist the temptation to launch into full lecture mode. You 
see, I was there. Red dot sights were not new in the late 
1980s; they had been around. The frst-generation Aim-
point Electronic was a red dot originally meant for rifes in 
the late 1970s. However, in IPSC, Jerry Barnhart was the 
frst to fgure out how to use a subsequent model on a 
handgun. He showed up at the 1990 USPSA Nationals with 
a red dot sight and beat us so badly it was embarrassing. 
Two months later, Doug Koenig mounted a 
scope on his gun, practiced with it and 
won the World Shoot with it that 
same year.

Looking back, those frst sights 
that followed Aimpoint were 
almost ludicrous. Field 
of view of the original 
Aimpoint we used, 
the third-gen Elec-
tronic, was narrow. It 
made current red dot 
tubes look like the Hol-
land Tunnel by comparison. 
All red dots in those days had an appetite for batteries and 
offered only a dim, tiny dot that occassionally disappeared 
under recoil. However, when it worked and you worked, 
you were untouchable on the leaderboard.

We had just gotten to the point (1990) that most com-
petitors had switched from .45 ACP to .38 Super (or some 
variant of it), and now this?

As I explained all this to Eric, I 
was fddling with a new mini red 
dot sight that had just arrived. Out 
of curiosity, I tossed it onto a scale: 
1.3 ounces. We would have killed 
for a red dot that light in the ’90s, 
because the ones we used also 
needed a mount to attach them 
to the frame of the pistol. When 
combined with the mount to bolt 
them on, they weighed more than 
a pound. That’s right; we were add-
ing 16-plus ounces to 38-ounce 

pistols, and we were glad to do it.
I still have my 1991 Open competition gun. I built it on 

a very nice single-stack Colt chambered for .38 Super. I 
was already in the process of building it as an iron-sighted 
Open gun, but when red dots came out, that was that. 
I took off the rear sight (leaving the front sight on, as it 
wasn’t in the way) and installed a mount and red dot. It 
was obsolete in less than two years, but back then two 
years was forever in R&D. I shot it with hardcast lead 

bullets of 150 grains, and I 
posted some pretty good 
scores in the 1991 na-
tionals. Then the high-cap 

frames arrived. Suddenly, 
it wasn’t enough to have 
an accurate, fat-shoot-
ing .38 Super with a red 

dot on it; your pistol had 
to hold lots of bullets.

I had to start over, and I built mine on an 
all-steel Caspian frame with an early mount. It was 

an anvil. It still is. Twice later, I changed mounts to get it 
lighter, but it started, fully loaded with a high-cap maga-

zine, at close to 60 ounces. You can still see some of the 
old mount holes, flled and silver-soldered back closed.

Then magazines leapt up again. We went from 18 to 19 
rounds to 27 because of a ruling on overall length. I had 
to invest in a pair of sacrifcial magazines to have them cut, 
soldered together as one longer magazine, tuned, ftted.

By then, we were shooting 115-grain bullets at close to 
1,550 fps, and everything was breaking. We wore out barrels 
fast. We loosened slide-to-frame ft in a season. Magazines 

needed constant tuning, and the 
scopes? To give you an idea of just 
how bad things were back in the 
development phase of IPSC com-
petition, it was customary to have 
three guns: the game gun, the spare 
gun and the gunsmith gun. When 
the game gun wore out, broke, or 
was used up, you’d ship it back and 
rotate in the spares. You also had 
spare red dots in your bag because 
yours would quit at some point, 
inevitably during a stage.

may 2015 G&A 27HANDGUNNING

PATRICK SWEENEY

“All red dots in those days had an
appetite for batteries ...”

 COOPER ON 
 HANDGUNS 
“We never taught the 
machine pistol here at 
Gunsite … In my opinion 
it is a slob’s weapon, use-
ful only by half-trained or 
poorly motivated troops. 
It hits no harder than a 

pistol and is no more portable than a rife. Fully 
automatic fre in a handheld weapon is doubtful 
business, useful only to use up ammunition un-
necessarily.” — Jeff Cooper, March 2005

PROGRESS MARCHES ON
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I have a clear memory of someone who was on my squad at 
the 1992 nationals. It was an open secret that he was a “secret 
squirrel” guy, but we didn’t know just how secret. What we did 
know was that, like the rest of us, he had to dive into his gear bag 
to replace his red dot scope more than once in the course of the 
match. (He said so, repeatedly.) I had one durable enough, and 
even relatively light enough, but making it light had broken its 
weather seal, and when the humidity got too high I had to retire to 
a Safe Area to heat it with a Bic lighter to drive out the moisture. 
I’ve always had the impression that he was Randy Shugart, but 
since the shooter in question was a “no photos” guy, I don’t have 
any proof of this. Alas, the match records didn’t tell us who he was.

There was no question that the guys on the pointy end of the 
spear were, in some instances, IPSC competitors back then and 
heavy into the game-y gear, at least for experimentation.

Just to make our lives a little bit worse, the scope manufac-
turers were also learning and changing. You could fgure out 
the best red dot and mount, and ship them to a gunsmith for 
assembly. By the time they got back, there was something better, 
sometimes both dot and mount, and you had the choice of 
reshipping with new gear or just shooting what you had until you 
could afford/justify the new dot and mount. Most of us just shot 
ours until it was clear that we were at a disadvantage, and then 
we bit the bullet and upgraded.

This went on for years as red dot optics went through genera-
tion after generation and mount makers cranked out design after 
design. Looking over Aimpoint alone, between 1987 and 2000 it 
had almost a dozen models you could choose from, some lasting 
only a couple of years in the lineup. 

Two of the author’s 
purpose-built pistols 
used for IPSC 
competition during 
the early 1990s 
featured Tasco’s red 
dot and the 5-MOA 
ProPoint, which are 
still available. $161

See the selection here:
UmarexUSA.com/gunsammo

With the extensive line 

of authentic Umarex 

action pistols, now 

you can train without 

traveling to the range. 

They are authentic in 

shape, weight, and 

feel, like their frearm 

counterparts, but use 

readily available, low 

cost ammunition. 
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While this was going on, we were 
endlessly experimenting with bul-
lets and powders, comp designs 
and recoil springs to fnd the fastest, 
fattest, softest load that improved our 
scores. By the time we were done, we 
had found combinations that didn’t 
consume guns. You could go an entire 
competition season and not have 
to overhaul your game gun. Along 
the way, the red dots took it in the 
neck. The blast and vibration of an 
Open gun going off make for a harsh 
environment for a red dot scope. We 
just kept buying and breaking them, 
complaining and rebuilding them. 
We’d ship them back to the makers, 
the rebuild specialists, who would take 
them apart and resolder the joints. 
Springs and shock absorbers may 
have extended the life of a red dot, 
but the guns were too heavy already.

This churning of gear went on for 
quite a few years. Those of us who 
could build would simply stuff the old 
gun in the safe, build a new one and 
get back to shooting. Those who had to 
have them built usually had theirs over- 
hauled and upgraded in the off-season.

My singe-stack got back into the mix 
after being replaced by the high-cap 
when I needed it for Second Chance. I 
took off the mount and scope and put 
the rear sight back on for the Handgun 
Pop-and-Flop. The tricky shot was the 
90-yard bowling pin, and that Colt was 
like a laser. It won me loot in that event 
all three years it was held. Then I put 
the mount and scope back on just to 
keep from losing them.

I explain this to give you an idea of 
how wondrous it is to have a red dot 
sight for handguns that is so light that 
you can mount it directly to the slide, 
one durable enough to withstand the 
pounding, a combination so tough 
that it’s now being considered as a 
suitable companion for daily carry 
and duty guns. So, when you see your 
new pistol, ready for a red dot to be 
mounted on it, thank old-time IPSC 
shooters. Their insistence on perfor-
mance is what got us here. 



WE’VE GONE FROM MAMMOTH red dots seen on hand-
guns as early as 1980 to this: the micro sight.

When Aimpoint developed its frst red dot in 1975, it 
was just rugged enough to endure fair-weather trips to the 
hunting felds or quick target acquisition on the compet-
itive playing feld. Batteries were only expected to last a 
couple of hours, and there was always a chance that recoil 
was going to shake up fragile electrical connections on the 
inside and make the sight unusable. 

Then, tritium-illuminated fber optic technology came 
along by way of Trijicon’s Armson OEG in 1981, which 
provided a reliable alternative to battery power, in some 
cases thereafter 
augmenting an 
electronic red 
dot. Trijicon’s 
founder, Glyn Bin-
don, introduced 
us to the Bindon 
Aiming Concept, 
which made us 
realize that we 

didn’t need to “see through” a tubular optic like a tradi-
tional scope but that our brains would supplant the image 
of the unit’s illuminated reticle onto our sight picture when 
we kept both eyes open. The only advancements left to be 
made were in miniaturizing these 1-pound add-ons, making 
them more practical for use with guns and holsters. 

It has taken 40 years, but we’re starting to harness all the 
benefts afforded to us by microchips, metal alloys shaped 
by computer-aided machining given LED technology,  
solid-state electronics and long-lasting lithium batteries.

Will optically sighted handguns become the norm in our 
shooting future? Tell us at gunsandammo.com. 

SMALLER, LIGHTER, TOUGHER

Aimpoint
Micro T-1: A single 
battery lasts fve years, 
thanks to advanced 
circuitry. $691

Burris
FastFire II: Has the 
lowest price of entry 
and a gasket-sealed 
bottom.  $209

EOTech
Mini Red Dot Sight 
(MRDS): Offcially 
adopted by SOCOM 
in 2008. $499

Leupold
DeltaPoint: Space-age 
magnesium-alloy 
housing and motion- 
sensor tech. $499

Trijicon
Ruggedized Minia-
ture Red Dot (RMR): 
Also available with 
fber optics. $708
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CHRIS MUDGETT

Are micro dot sights a window into our future?

GAEDITOR@ 
IMOUTDOORS.COM
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WRIGHT LEATHER WORKS is a custom holster manufac-
turer based out of Green Springs, Ohio. Every holster is 
custom made, and each piece of material is handcut, sewn 
and molded from the highest-quality full-grain domes-
tic hides and materials available. I carried the Banshee 
model and opted for the $50 Master Collection Upgrade, 
an option that adds a soft pigskin lining to the interior of 
the holster. The Banshee is a low-profle, pancake-style 
inside-the-waistband holster, and when paired with the 

slim frame of my M&P Shield with Trijicon HD night sights, 
it provided me with a very concealable package. 

The Banshee is adjustable for cant and ride depth and 
designed to adjust to most body types and angle pref-
erences. Two methods of belt attachments are available: 
high-ride leather straps and tuckable deep-concealment 
steel spring clips. I chose the latter due to the ease of 
obtaining a perfect ft and short amount of time needed 
to install and remove the holster from my belt. I tried the 

WRIGHT LEATHER WORKS BANSHEE

This is a premium holster.  THE CARRY RIG
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The Bull Hide Gun Belt is 1½ 
inches tall and a full quarter- 
inch thick. $54

The walnut color is 
a unique mixture 
of browns. A slight 
forward cant aids in 
concealability. 
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my sights to naturally align upon press out. 
The color of this holster is a unique shade of walnut, 

which is rich in detail and reminds me of creamy milk 
chocolate. The leather has the aroma of upscale luxury 
automobile leather, unlike the leather typically used in the 
construction of a holster. Wright Leather Works’ stitching is 
without faw, with close attention to detail. As an example, 
when the pistol is fully inserted into the holster, the stitch-
ing around the muzzle is within a centimeter or so of the 
end of the slide. Any closer and the insertion/extraction of 

The color-matched Mag 
Clip Holster is easy to 
add or remove, thanks 
to its spring clip. Its 
full-body shield hugs the 
contour of your waistline 
and is tension adjustable 
for the right ft. $48

The Double Mag Pancake magazine pouch 
is designed for OWB wear and comfortably 
carries two spare magazines. $58

leather straps but found the ft to be somewhat cumber-
some, and it allowed the holster to shift in height through-
out the day. The spring clips were solid, and the Banshee 
remained in position even after a long day. 

The holster itself was very tight ftting when it frst ar-
rived, and it clutched my Shield in a death grip when I ini-
tially inserted it. I ultimately placed the pistol in the plastic 
bag that the Banshee arrived in and reinserted the pistol 
into the holster, leaving it for about 72 hours. I checked the 
ftment every 10 to 12 hours until I was satisfed with the 
level of retention the holster provided. The Banshee has 
maintained this ft, staying tight over 30 days of carry. My 
preferred ft allowed for a smooth draw, and the cut of the 
holster permitted a full fring grip from the draw, helping 

IN GUNS SPORTS SINCE 1979
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the pistol would eventually abrade the thread, but this will 
never be an issue with this design. The base of the holster 
is then tapered off a few centimeters after this stitching, 
ensuring that this package is only as long as it needs to be 
for all-day comfort.

I also evaluated the company’s Bull Hide Gun Belt, which is 
a 1½-inch belt. I discovered that it would not ft a large range 
of 1½-inch belt loops found on many of the trousers I wear. 
This is due to the actual thickness of the belt, which measured 
a quarter of an inch. This made it impossible to thread the 

Wright Leather Works Banshee (right)

Materials Full-grain domestic leather

Carry Type IWB

Retention Type Level 1

Adjustability Cant, height

MSRP From $98

Handgun Fit Smith & Wesson M&P Shield (tested); other models available

Accessory Rail Accommodations None

Positions to Carry On hip, behind hip

Average Time to Attach 45 seconds

Comfort Rating 4/5

Concealment Clothing Untucked T-shirt, tucked-in button-down shirt

Average Draw-to-Fire Time 2.29 seconds

Manufacturer Wright Leather Works, 419-307-6191, wrightleatherworks.com
Draw-to-fre time is the average of fve clean draws from under a concealed garment, resulting in an A-zone hit on a stationary target 
positioned at 21 feet. 

1.44 in.

6.
46

 in
.

belt tail back through the frst belt 
loop after clasping it through the 
buckle. This may not be an issue for 
most concealed carry users, but it’s 
worth taking into account prior to 
purchase. Otherwise, the belt did an 
excellent job supporting the weight 
of my pistol and spare magazine car-
rier, never sagging or stretching. 
— Chris Mudgett

For a $49.95 annual membership fee,  
Brownells EDGE ofers these benefts:

� FREE Standard Shipping on all orders
� Discounted 2-Day & Overnight shipping
� FREE Shipping on returns
� Special members-only ofers & discounts

SERIOUS
SAVINGSSAVINGS

TM

IntroducIng

$49.95
a year!

Only

Sign up now at Brownells.com/EDGE 
or call 800-741-0015 and order 

 #080-001-199
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TOM BECKSTRAND

“A sure way to start a fght with rife  
shooters is to ask how many rounds 

should be fred for each group.”

RIFLES & GLASS

ACCURACY TESTING, PT. 2
IN THE FIRST PART OF OUR ACCURACY-TESTING
column (March 2015, pg. 37), we covered the impor-
tance of building a good shooting position and 
how we do it here at Guns & Ammo. In this 
second part, we’re going to talk about how 
we select ammunition and other ancillary 
equipment in our quest to squeeze 
every last bit of accuracy.

Ammunition We favor testing 
rifes with match ammunition 
because we often don’t have the time 
to develop optimal handloads for each 
gun, and match ammunition is, by design, 
intended to shoot well out of most rifes. We 
see no need to penalize a rife 
by testing it with hunting 
ammunition that it may not 
like and then publishing the 
accuracy data as a comprehen-
sive indicator of how the rife 
will perform. It is unfair for both 
the rife and the ammunition.

The distance between the 
bullet’s bearing surface and 
the rifing is one of the biggest 
contributing factors to how accu-
rate that load will be. Some bullets 
want to just kiss the lands, and others 
want to be .080 inch away (or more) for 
optimal accuracy. Many bullets are tem-
peramental this way and will only shoot 
well once we fnd the distance they like. 
For a personally owned rife, the best 
bet is to buy different boxes of ammuni-
tion and see what does the best while still providing the 
terminal performance we need. This takes time and a wide 
variety of loads before we fnd what our rife prefers.

We favor match ammunition because the bullet’s ogive 

is shaped to effciently center itself in the barrel’s throat. 
If it enters the rifing straight, it will also exit the muz-

zle straight and give us the best accuracy. This is 
why bullet manufacturers spend so much time 

and effort making match bullets. They do 
well in a wide variety of chamber dimen-

sions and are the fastest way to get a 
good idea of how a rife will shoot 

without handloading.
The absolute best bullets to 

shoot in a rife for a quick accuracy 
test are match bullets with a fat base. 

The fat base gives a nice, consistent 
surface for the gas to push against 

as opposed to the cone-shaped 
boattail. Short, fat base bullets 
are much less likely to yaw in the 
throat than the longer, heavier bul-
lets with their aggressive boattails.

We publish group sizes, extreme 
spread (ES) and standard deviation 
(SD) for each load tested. Group 
sizes are a popular and easily 
quantifable takeaway that would 

be foolish 
to exclude. 
Including ES 
and SD is also a 
common prac-
tice, but we do 
so in the hopes 
that the reader 
doesn’t overvalue 
this information.

It’s important 
to remember that 
a 100-feet-per-
second increase 
in velocity will 

The G&A staff favor 
match ammunition for quick and unbi-
ased accuracy testing. It takes some thor-
ough experimentation to fnd which factory 
hunting load a particular rife likes best. PH
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only move a bullet’s impact by about an inch at 350 yards. 
If you do most of your shooting inside 350 yards, don’t 
sweat the ES and SD too much. In terms of rife shooting, 
as much as I want to see low numbers in both of those cat-
egories, they really don’t have much infuence until we get 
out past 500 yards. We’re better served by focusing our 
effort on fnding what load our rife shoots best (or creating 
our own) if we do most of our shooting inside 350 yards.

For those shooting factory ammo at longer distances, 
ES and SD have greater signifcance. Knowing this, G&A 
generally uses only Oehler 35P or MagnetoSpeed chro-
nographs. We fre 10 rounds across the chronograph for 
each load to collect the ES and SD. We’ve selected these 
two chronographs for testing purposes because they’re the 
most accurate when checked against Doppler radar. There 
are cheaper and/or easier-to-assemble chronographs avail-

able on the market, but the information they provide isn’t 
as accurate. If ES and SD matter to you, use either the  
Oehler or the MagnetoSpeed to generate meaningful data.

Three or Five? A sure way to start a fght with rife shooters 
is to ask how many rounds should be fred for each group. 
Some say three, some argue for fve, and yet others are 
adamant that we should all be shooting 10 rounds per 
group if we’re serious about knowing our rife’s accuracy 
potential. Ten is ridiculous.

The truth is, the rife decides how many rounds it should 
fre per group. Specifcally, the barrel contour and chamber-
ing are what tell us how many rounds the rife wants to fre.

Hunting rifes with their light barrel contours should 
shoot three rounds per group. There just isn’t much steel 
to mitigate the effects heat has on the barrel once we start 

The MagnetoSpeed 
chronograph attaches to 
the muzzle end of the 
barrel and uses electro-
magnetic disturbance 
to accurately measure 
velocity. It doesn’t 
require bright light to 
work effectively.

The MagnetoSpeed chronograph has a bayonet, a display unit and a number of 
spacers to measure the proper distance from the bore’s centerline axis. It’s very 
easy to set up and use.

All MagnetoSpeed components ft into a small hard-
case about the same size as those that are used to ship 
pistols. 



World Champion Jessie Duff takes no prisoners. 

That’s why she relies on BoreSnake Viper. The world’s 

fastest bore cleaner is also the most powerful weapon 

against anything between you and your best shot. 

©2015

Original BoreSnake 
features 2 brushes. 

BoreSnake Viper has 3 brushes 
for 50% more cleaning power. 

www.hoppes.com

START CLEAN.
WIN CLEAN.
 EVERY TIME.
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The Oehler command 
unit gives us the velocity 
of each shot, then sums 
up the extreme spread, 
standard deviation and 
minimum and maximum 
velocities. 

The Oehler 35P is one of the 
most recognizable chronographs 
available. The three sky screens 
accurately measure velocity.

shooting. Heat is the great destroyer of a barrel’s accuracy, 
and skinny barrels heat quickly. Once a barrel heats up, 
group sizes increase, sometimes dramatically. If we insist on 
shooting fve rounds per group out of a light hunting barrel, 
we’re using that barrel for a purpose other than for what is 
was intended, so shame on us. Hunting barrels were never 

meant to keep the Mongolian horde at bay; they exist 
to give us one to three accurate shots at a time. Skinny 

barrels get tested with three-shot groups.
Tactical and competitive rifes have much heavier barrel 

The world’s most proven Military and Law 

Enforcement pistol remains the trusted 

sidearm of the US Military and numerous 

allied forces. Now combined with a laser 

capable of upholding those standards, the 

Beretta 92FS is a formidable guardian for 

you and your family. 

Defending those who depend on us. 

To locate an authorized Beretta dealer near 

you, visit ad.beretta.com/dealer.

Introducing the world’s 

first factory equipped 

Guide Rod Laser.



LWRCI™  |  HIGH-PERFORMANCE FIREARMS

PROUDLY MADE IN THE USA  |  LWRCI.COM  |  410-901-1348

MODEL SHOWN: IC-A5, SPECS: 5.56 NATO • Barrel: 10.5”, 12.7”, 14.7”, 16.1” • Weight: 7.0 LBS [16.1”] • Length: 26-29”/32-35.25” • Muzzle Threads 1/2X28 TPI • Rifling: 1/7”RH

■ LWRCITM NicorrTM Barrel

 20% lighter--cools faster

■ 2-position Adjustable Gas Block

 Suppressed & Normal shooting

■ Fully Ambidextrous 

 Lower receiver

 charging handle

 sling mount

■ MonoforgeTM upper receiver

 Stronger & Lighter

■  LWRCITM upper compatible with any 

MIL-spec lower

■ User-configurable 12" scalloped cut rail   

for longer reach

■ Cerakote colors:

 Flat Dark Earth | Patriot Brown

 Olive drab green

 All LWRCI ™ rifl es are available with our proprietary 

 black anodized fi nish. 

Made in the USA
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contours, so these should 
get fve rounds per group. 
The heavier barrel is much 
better equipped to handle 

the effects of heat, which is why tactical and competitive 
rifes have heavy barrels in the frst place. If terrorists swarm 
the neighborhood, grab the rife with a heavy barrel. These 
rifes can handle the heat, so they get fve rounds per group.

We should also consider the rife’s chambering when 
we’re deciding how many rounds to shoot per group. 
The larger the case capacity, the more aggressively we’ll 

have to manage heat. For example, 
a .223 Remington burns about 23 
grains of powder per cartridge fred. 
This doesn’t generate a lot of heat, 
so we can get away with shooting 
fve-round groups out of a barrel with 
a traditional hunting contour. How-
ever, a 7mm Remington Magnum 
burns about 70 grains of powder 
per cartridge fred. That’s a signif-
cant amount of heat for all but the 
heaviest of barrels. Getting consistent 
three-round groups out of a hunting 
contour with this cartridge will  
require patience and time to let the 
barrel cool.

The overriding principle with how 
many shots per group is to shoot as 
many as the barrel will consistently 
handle. We always want to use and test 
the rife as the manufacturer intended. 
Hunting rifes can usually take three per 
group; varmint and tactical/competitive 
rifes can usually handle fve.

Not every rife we test is equally set 
up for success. Rifes that come with 
match-grade stainless barrels have an 
advantage because they are frequent-
ly lapped prior to leaving the factory. 
Barrels that had the chamber ham-
mer-forged along with the bore also 
have an advantage much like the pre-
mium stainless models. In both cases, 
the bores are usually very smooth and 
lack any burrs or scratches from the 
factory chambering process.

If you want to give your rife the 
best chance to do well for your own 
accuracy test (and it doesn’t have a 
barrel like those described above), 
frst put 100 rounds down the barrel 
with whatever ammo is the cheapest. 
This knocks the hemorrhoids out of 
the bore. Once it’s had a good clean-
ing, let the testing begin. 

The heavy contour up top just 
screams “fve-shot groups, please!” 
The lighter profle on the hunting 
rife is better suited to three-shot 
groups, especially if it’s a magnum.



www.corerifesystems.com
Visit us online to locate an authorized dealer near you.

Testing is everything.
leave nothing to chance

When we set out to build a new rife for our 

2015 CORE product lineup, we decided to take 

an approach from within, building it as though 

it was for us. The result is a rife designed 

and tested to the point of sub moa accuracy,  

outstanding reliability and with stunning appeal.  

In short, this is our baby...  

It’s the HARDCORE System X Rife.

CORE15®

HARDCORE System X Rife

Learn more by visiting a special video at www.corerifesystems.com/testingiseverything
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with a K&N® high-flow air filter, designed to increase horsepower with 
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SGM KYLE LAMB [RET.]

MOST OF US GREW UP shooting a rife of some sort, 
whether it was your frst Crosman 760 pellet rife being 
used to wreak havoc on the local barn swallows, or, for 
you highfalutin guys, it may have been a Ruger 10/22 with 
25-round banana magazines and all the trimmings. Most of 
the shooters I know had a pretty sound rife repertoire, but 
their pistol skills were picked up later in life and may not 
be quite as refned.

I know for a fact I had a jacked-up pistol grip when I 
fnally made it to the dark side of Special Forces. I had cut 
my teeth on a Ruger MK 
II .22LR, and I also had a 
Ruger New Model Black-
hawk in .357. When I joined 
the Army, I quickly acquired 
a 9mm Taurus, which made 
me an offcial gunslinger.

While trying to build my 
self-proclaimed skill set, I 
was fortunate enough to be 
transitioned into a Special 
Operations unit where I 
was shown the way. My frst 
true pistol sensei was a fella 
everyone called “Ray Bob.” 
He was a gunslinging son 
of a gun. The frst thing he 
taught me was a better grip 
for handguns. I had worked 
years to perfect a very poor 
grip that worked well at 
the beginning of the fring 
sequence but degraded 
rapidly once I made the 
pistol go bang. 

He didn’t explain the 
specifcs; he just told me I 
was holding onto my 1911 
as though I were a Girl 
Scout and I needed to change a few things. He had me 
change from a “cup-and-saucer mixed with a front-of-the-
triggerguard rest” to a more modern position. I resisted 
initially, but after a brief try, I quickly saw the benefts of 

the grip he’d demonstrated. 
Over the last 20 years, I’ve not only refned that pis-

tol grip, I’ve had to learn to teach it to quickly get my 
students on the right track. There are some really bad 
examples of pistol shooting grips out there, and I’d like to 
discuss what truly works. 

First and foremost is ensuring that your shooting hand 
is as high on the pistol as possible. This helps fght recoil, 
since the barrel and slide will be sitting as close to your 
hand as possible. Not all pistols are created equally when 

it comes to shootability. 
I prefer a pistol with a 

very low bore axis, or, in 
other words, how the slide 
and barrel ft in relation 
to how high you are able 
to establish a grip on the 
pistol. I press the web of my 
hand as high as I can on the 
pistol’s backstrap. Some pis-
tols have a beavertail that 
will allow you to get even 
higher without causing the 
slide to bite the web of your 
hand. Slide bite is prevalent 
with many semiautomatic 
handguns, but after a while, 
you’ll adapt your grip to 
work with this system.

The myth I hear most fre-
quently is that you should 
grip the pistol equally 
with both the strong and 
support hand. If speed and 
accuracy are any indicators 
of the correct technique, 
then a 50/50 grip for the 
pistol is incorrect. The top 
shooters in the world use a 

40/60 strong/support-hand ratio. I go even a step further 
when I teach combat pistol marksmanship and push shoot-
ers to attain a 30/70 strong/support-hand percentage. The 
point is that the support hand needs to grip tightly while 

GET A (GOOD) GRIP

Proper two-hand grip shooting 
positions with the pistol.
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This grip is too 
low. Note the space 
between the top of 
the hand and the 
beavertail of the pis-
tol. This doesn’t give 
you any advantage 
against the torque of 
the pistol as you fre. 

This grip is just 
right. Grip as high 
as possible to en-
sure control as the 
pistol fres.



the fring hand relaxes slightly to allow for a controlled, 
smooth trigger squeeze. If you have additional tension in 
your fring hand and arm, you won’t be able to move your 
trigger fnger quickly and independently of the rest of your 
fring hand. Trigger control becomes jerky and taxing if you 
are not able to relax your fring hand.

Sticking with the mantra of the support or nonfring 
hand doing all the work, next we need to add some recoil 
management. We can’t entirely stop recoil with a good 
support-hand grip, but we can have a grip that allows us to 
drive the pistol quickly back onto the target and immedi-
ately be ready to shoot again. As I’ve often said, “Anything 
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Cam your nonfring hand forward, but don’t 
overdo it. This position creates a stopping 
point for the recoil sequence.

Top: The support hand is not touching the 
pistol as much as is needed. Above: This is a 
perfect support-hand position.

Top: Too much grip with the thumb of the 
support hand will throw your shots to the 
left and right. Above: Here, the thumb rests 
naturally on the frame, yet doesn’t push the 
pistol left or right. 



TheGunYouWear.com

First-ever LED light and laser built into frame

Smooth lines ensure no visible “printing”

Snag-free design

Bore-axis sighting system for instinctual shooting

Built-in holster-free belt clip

.380 ACP, 6+1 capacity

Lightweight 10.2 ounce subcompact pistol

Includes two magazines
Taurus Unlimited Lifetime Repair Policy™

Suggested Retail: $392
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worth shooting once is worth shooting 17 times.” Of 
course, we won’t always shoot 17 times with every pistol 
presentation, but we should maintain a grip that allows for 
this to happen. We shouldn’t just shoot it; we should hit 
repeatedly and quickly without having to think too much.

Since the support hand is planning to hold 60 to 70 
percent of the pistol, we should make sure that we have as 

much of the support hand contacting the grip as possible. 
Even if you have hands the size of your local yard gnome, 
you can get a secure grip on the pistol with the support 
hand. Fill the space left open on the support side of the 
pistol with the meaty portion of your hand as best you can. 
It is also a good idea to use the tips of your fring-hand fn-
gers as a ledge to grip against as you are shooting. Once 

Get a high grip, and have a plan. Lamb 
tries to place as much of his support 
hand on the exposed grip as possible, 
using his strong-hand fngertips as a 
ledge to retain the pistol during fring.

Place as much of the meaty portion of your support 
hand on the pistol grip as possible. 

The support hand is the most im-
portant hand when fring a pistol.



BUILT IN GERMANY

WALTHERARMS.COM
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the hand is in this position, a couple of key movements 
need to take place.

The frst and most important part of your support-hand 
grip is that you cam your nonfring hand forward to create 
a tightened position. Don’t overcam; this position should 
not be painful. Cam forward with the wrist to create a 
stopping point for the recoil sequence. As you fre the 
pistol, you will still have felt recoil, but the support hand is 
there to push the pistol back onto target and stop it right 
where it started. This process is the sole responsibility of 

the forward-cammed support hand.
As you cam the support hand forward, you must clamp 

the fring hand with the support hand. Your grip should not 
be a twist but a clamping action. If you feel like you are 
peeling your fring-hand fngers from the pistol, you may 
be twisting the clamp rather than clamping directly from 
left to right or vice versa. Try to feel the clamping equally 
on both sides of your fring hand. 

I also point my support thumb toward the target. This 
helps to cam the wrist and point at the target. If you must, let 

your thumb touch the slide or frame, 
but use minimal pressure. Too much 
force with the thumb can push rounds 
to the right for a right-handed shooter 
and in the opposite direction for a lefty.

If your hands come apart every 
time you shoot, there are a couple of 
tricks that will help. One is to wear 
shooting gloves that are thin enough 
to allow you to feel the pistol, the 
trigger and all of the necessary parts. 
Another trick is to use Pro-Grip. This 
goo works well, but it and shooting 
gloves should be used sparingly until 
you can proceed without shooting 
aids. If you are a military or law 
enforcement shooter, you may be 
able to use gloves. If this is the case, 
I would highly recommend shooting 
with them frequently to build your 
gripping technique. Manipulating 
safeties, magazine releases and slide 
stops is not as easy with gloves on. 
If you’re a civilian practicing for con-
cealed carry, gloves could become a 
crutch that may not be available when 
the turd hits the fan.

Many instructors want to tell their 
students exactly how much fnger to 
put on the trigger. Shooters come in 
all shapes and sizes, so I say place 
as little or as much trigger fnger as 
you need to get the job done. I use 
more trigger fnger when shooting 
accurately and less when attempting 
to shoot fast. I feel the trigger better 
with more fnger (accuracy) and can 
move the trigger fnger faster with 
less fnger (speed). Play with fnger 
placement until you fnd what works 
for you. When I squeeze the trigger, I 
try to prevent my fnger from rubbing 
on the frame of the pistol. This is 
unneeded friction and resistance that 
will only cause you to shoot poorly. 



ROCKRIVERARMS.COM* Prices are subject to change. Optics and scope mount not included.
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LITTLE
BIGBOY

Springfeld armory’s new 
mod.2 Sub-Compact is now in .45.

Words by Patrick Sweeney | Photos by Michael Anschuetz

THERE IS A CONSTANT STRUGGLE between capacity and comfort 
when it comes to concealed carry. We all want something easy to carry, but 
many of us want more protection than what the most comfortable handgun 
can provide, at least when it comes to caliber and capacity. That’s where the 
high-cap shorties come in. You know, the double-stack pistols that have 
had the frame shortened to make them less likely to print through a shirt or 
jacket.

Every time I shoot one of the stubby compacts, I can’t help but think of 
Joe Pesci in “Goodfellas.” (“You think I’m funny? Do I amuse you?”) I mean, 
just how are you supposed to hold on to these things? I think we’ve all estab-
lished that I’m — in some aspects — not a 21st century guy. My cell phone 
is too primitive to know what an app is, and the frame of a single-stack 
pistol is the correct, comfortable and proper design. Except, those stubby 
compacts hold more bullets when the grip gets short. So it is with the latest 
Springfeld Armory XD, the Mod.2 Sub-Compact. First introduced in 9mm 
and .40, here we have the next obvious step.

Starting with the previous version of the XD Sub-Compact, Springfeld 
fussed over pretty much everything. To start, the Mod.2 has a 3.3-inch barrel 
in .45 ACP, which holds nine rounds in the stubby magazine. A supplied 

Springfeld Armory XD Mod.2 Sub-Compact 

Type: Striker-fred, 
semiautomatic

Caliber: .45 ACP
Capacity: 9+1 rds. (13+1 w/full-size 

magazine)
Barrel: 3.3 in.

Overall Length: 6.25 in.
Width 1.19 in.
Height 4.75 in.

Weight: 26 oz.
Finish: Stainless steel (slide);  

polymer (frame)
Grips: Molded, GripZone
Sights: Fiber optic, red (front); 

two-dot, white (rear)
Trigger: 5 lbs. (tested)

Price: $593 (black); $629 (Bi-Tone)
Manufacturer: Springfeld Armory 

800-680-6866 
springfeld-armory.com
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full-size magazine carries 13. 
The 9mm and .40 versions have 3-inch 

barrels, but the rest of the dimensions 
are unchanged with this new model. Springfeld resculpted the 
slide to make it slimmer for ease of carry. Even while it was made 
slimmer, the shape of the cocking serrations were changed to give 
you more tactile grip at the back of the slide. The Posi-wedge 
grooves are cut into the slide at the bottom of the cocking serra-
tions recessed panel. Not only do you have the grippy serrations, 
they are in a shallow pocket that increases the amount of grip-
ping area your hand experiences.

On top of the slide, Springfeld Armory added a fber-optic 
front sight and a low-profle, no-snag extended rear sight wearing 
a pair of white dots on it. The bottom rear edge of the rear sight 
curves down to follow the curve of the slide to offer your eye 
a cleaner transition to the sight blade and less of a gap to catch 
your eye between slide and sight.

The frame has likewise been worked over. The frst thing to 
notice is that it’s slimmer. By carving away all the excess polymer 

(not that there was much there to begin 
with), Springfeld made the grip thin-
ner and easier to grasp. It also lifted the 

beavertail to get your hand higher on the frame and raised the 
frontstrap at the triggerguard to get that fnger higher as well. 
Lifting the frontstrap is a feature that people often pay a custom 
gunsmith some coin to do to their 1911s. Springfeld makes it a 
standard feature on the Mod.2 XD.

As one more aspect of the “making it slimmer” features list of 
the XD Mod.2 Sub-Compact, Springfeld shaved the disassembly 
lever to make it less of an impediment in your holster.

The changes don’t stop there (one wonders what is in the water 
in Geneseo). The company changed the texture of the gripping 
area of the frame. Called “GripZone,” at frst I thought it was a 
step too far. How do you improve a grippy, nonslip frame? Spring-
feld looked at the frame as a surface you grasped not evenly or 
with the same parts of your hand. After all, if your fngers on 
the front are doing one thing and the heel of your hand another, 
should they have the same texture to perform different tasks?

All xd pistols are easy to feldstrip and 
keep clean. A dual recoil spring tames felt 
recoil and guarantees reliablilty in these 
subcompact pistols. 



little big boy springfield xd mod.2 sub-compact | may 2015  g&a 59

Finally, after much testing and dis-
cussion, the GripZone was divided into 
three areas, Zones 1, 2 and 3. Zone 1 is a 
medium-aggressive nonslip texture to give 
you an anti-slip surface without making it 
feel like you’re holding onto a squirming 
block of coarse sandpaper. You don’t need 
the maximum nonslip everywhere. Zone 
2 is the max-traction area, and Springfeld 
made it as aggressive as it could without it rasping your hand. 
Where you need the maximum grip is where the Zone 2 texture 
is laid. Zone 3 is everywhere else, where a nonslip surface would 
be nice but your hand — sometimes in the draws, sometimes in 
transitions — might need to be able to slide a bit to adjust and 
accommodate.

The end result is a grip frame that grabs you where you need it 

to, doesn’t feel like it’s trying to shred your 
hand and lets go when you do. This is all 
good. I remember going through Gunsite 
back in the old days with various pistols 
that had too-sharp checkering and almost 
shedding a tear each night as I knocked 
the newly found sharp edges off the frame 
with a fle. Here’s a pistol you can practice 
hard with and not have your hand be a 

mass of bandages and tape at the end of the day.
What Springfeld didn’t change were the aspects of the XD that 

it had already perfected awhile back. The pistol still has the grip 
safety on the back of the frame, one that doesn’t need an extra 
speed bump like many 1911s to make sure your hand properly 
engages it on the draw. The Mod.2 also has an accessory rail on 
the front of the frame to park a light, laser or combo unit. The 

top left: the little xd boasts a big 
magazine capacity, with a fush-ftting, 
nine-round magazine or a 13-rounder with 
springfeld’s x-tension.

top right: the mod.2 features a slimmer 
slide, increasing comfort and decreasing 
the pistol’s profle.

above left: a fber optic front sight allows 
for red dot sight-like speed.

above: springfeld armory undercut the 
triggerguard on the mod.2 line of pistols, 
allowing for a higher grip, which translates 
into less recoil and more control, especial-
ly during rapid-fre strings.

left: deeper slide serrations reduce the 
level of grip strength needed to pull the 
slide to the rear. a low-profle combat rear 
sight simplifes one-handed manipulations.

right: the new gripZone texturing rivals 
any custom job, providing the correct 
amount of coarseness in all the right plac-
es. the slim, contoured frame ensures that 
the new mod.2 fts most hand sizes.
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magazine catch is ambidextrous, so there is no need to swap it 
to one side or the other. The magazines are unchanged, so if you 
have a supply of XD mags in the correct caliber, they will work in 
the Mod.2.

The slide is still forged, stainless, heat-treated and Melonite- 
treated for the utmost in durability. It has the same USA (Ultra 
Safety Assurance) trigger that XDs have had all along to make it 
easy to use and still safe.

The end result for those looking for a daily-carry gun is that 
it is compact, yet easy to shoot. The barrel is under 3½ inches, 
and the slide is short to match. The grip is short to make it more 
comfortable to carry and easier to conceal, with the regular (that 
is, subcompact) magazine bringing the height up to 4¾ inch-
es. Mine came in the now-usual Springfeld Armory hardcase, 
complete with holster and magazine carrier, and when I shifted 
the paperwork around, I found a regular magazine as well as one 
with an extra sleeve on it at the bottom, called the X-tension. 

The X-tension magazine is three-quarters of an inch longer, 
and the sleeve at the bottom matches the contour and texture of 
the GripZone. The extra tube length adds capacity, and the X- 
tension adds grip area. Hallelujah, brothers and sisters. The regu-
lar short magazine is so short that in recoil, my last fnger slips off 
the frame, Zones notwithstanding. (This was true at least in the 
.45 ACP version. The recoil of the 9mm is soft enough that my 
fnger would probably stay, but we all know what caliber I’d opt 
for and which one I tested.) The longer magazine adds enough 
length that my last fnger stays with the team and keeps the gun 
from rising as much in recoil.

The capacity wars were settled a long time ago, and we now 
have a pretty good idea of how many rounds any size pistol will 
hold in any caliber, which makes the XD Mod.2 so surprising. In 
its compact size with the regular magazine, it holds 13 rounds 
of 9mm, nine of .40 and nine of .45 ACP. The regular magazine 
(extended, if you view the Sub-Compact size as the regular size) 

holds 16 rounds of 9mm, 12 of .40 and 13 of .45 ACP.
Wait, what did I say? It holds more rounds of .45 than it does 

of .40? How can this be? Simple: Double-stack magazines can be 
made either with fat sidewalls or dimpled, ridged sidewalls. The 
internal width needed is determined by the diameter of the case. 

SPRINGFIELD ARMORY MC OPERATOR 1911

THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS is the last user 
of the 1911 pistol in the U.S. military. When the Marine 
Force Reconnaissance elected to stay with the 1911 
platform in the 1980s, the challenge with that decision 
was that the majority of the M1911s in the armories 

were well worn with no new 
production to replace it. The 
solution was to rebuild existing 
guns into a more capable pistol. 
Until the M45A1 CQBP contract 
was awarded three years ago, 
Marines assigned to the U.S. 
Special Operations Command 
(SOCOM) carried built and/
or rebuilt 1911s upgraded 
and tuned by armorers from 
Quantico’s legendary Precision 
Weapons Section (PWS). Many 

components used in the old M45s (such as slides) were 
supplied by Springfeld Armory. 

The Marine Corps System Command purchased 150 
1911s from Springfeld Armory in 2006. Shortly after, 
Springfeld introduced the MC Operator, a commer-
cial variant of the Marines’ pistol with a green, Armory 
Kote-fnished frame, Novak/Trijicon sights, match barrel, 
Pachmayr wrap-around grips and integral accessory rail.

For 2015, Springfeld Armory has updated this model 
with two subtle changes. The grips have been replaced 
with diagonal-serrated G-10 grips, and a confdence- 
inspiring texture has been added to the frontstrap.

See more at springfeldarmory.com MSRP $1,300

1.36 in. 4.93 in.

4.
76
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.

2.73 in.
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super dependable firearms are willing to stake their lives and their livelihoods on Les Baer Custom 1911 pistols.
From cops, tactical operators and military special ops guys to firearms trainers and serious competitors, they know
that Les Baer 1911s have been delivering superior performance and unquestioned reliability for more than a
quarter-century. More than thirty custom 1911 models are available, all combining traditional 1911 toughness with
Les Baer's trademark craftsmanship and attention to detail.

Models include:

www.lesbaer.com
Performance. It’s Everything.

1804 Iowa Drive • LeClaire, Iowa 52753
Ph: 563-289-2126 • Fx: 563-289-2132

Email: info@lesbaer.com
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Les Baer 1911
Premier II©

The flagship of our entire
1911 line.

Les Baer 1911
Boss .45

Built for high performance
and lots of muscle

Les Baer 1911
Ultimate Master
Available in 5" or 6"

New! Les Baer
.38 Super Stinger

Compact size, high
performance caliber

Also available: Les Baer AR-Style Semi-Auto Rifles
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The exterior is determined by 
the frame size and the starting 
width of the tube you use as 
the magazine. It just so hap-
pens that the proportions work 
out in favor of the .45 this time 
instead of the usual .40.

All I can say is, I’m glad to 
have this in .45, and even if 
the numbers were reversed, 
giving the .40 the usual boost, 
I’d opt for .45. It’s nice when 
things work to your advantage.

With its weight of 26 ounc-
es empty, you’d expect the 
XD Mod.2 to be pretty stout 
in recoil with .45 ACP ammo. 
The recoil is noticeable but not 
in the way you’d expect. The 
width of the frame, the GripZone, distributes felt recoil evenly 
and widely in your hand, so the smack isn’t that bad. What you 
notice is muzzle rise. The front sight rises up quickly and quite a 
ways, but it snaps back down just as fast. Even the hottest loads 
were not that sharp in recoil, just coming up a bit more than the 
average ones did.

I was a bit surprised, pleasantly so, by the velocities I found 

in the chrono testing. You’d 
expect a barrel that short (3.3 
inches here) to be spitting 
out bullets at slow speeds, 
especially in the dead of 
winter. The ammo companies 
have been doing their part, 
and Springfeld sure doesn’t 
make slow barrels, because 
the stubby tube on the Mod.2 
Sub-Compact gave fast-
er-than-expected velocities for 
the loads tested. 

One aspect of a compact, or 
subcompact, pistol that a lot 
of shooters don’t pay enough 
attention to is accuracy. It’s 
not that the pistol can’t be 
accurate; it can. Locked into a 

machine rest, any of them is more accurate than 99 percent of the 
shooters shooting them. If you expect to get as much practical 
accuracy out of a subcompact as you do from your full-size 
pistol — XD or other — then, boy, do I have a bridge to sell you. 
You see, it just isn’t possible. The sight radius is the main culprit 
here, with the sights 2 inches closer together on the subcom-
pact — Mod.2 or other — than they would be on a full-size XD. 

G&A staff has found that the xd mod.2 sub-compact will ft 
existing holsters designed for the xdm and new carry options 
designed for the xds, such as these from sneaky pete Holsters.

IWI US, Inc.

info@iwi.us

www.iwi .us
Winner of the 2014 

American Rifl eman  Rifl e of the Year

Balance of Power
Compact, Comfortable, Accurate.

The Tavor® SAR was developed in close cooperation 

with the Israel Defense Forces. Now available in the USA for the fi rst time, 

the TAVOR SAR features an optimized ergonomic design with short rifl e 

convenience and long rifl e accuracy. 

Balance the Power in your hands today!
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This may not seem like much, but the difference in sight radius 
is signifcant. The .45 subcompact has a radius that is about 
three-quarters as long as it is on the full-size XD. The 9mm and 
.40 have an even greater difference — just under three-quarters 
of that of the full-size gun. That is a big difference, and while you 
can overcome it with practice, 
it will still be an obstacle.

That said, the groups I shot 
with the XD Mod.2 Sub-Com-
pact were very good indeed. 
My personal benchmark with 
a carry gun is whether I can 
shoot groups that appear on 
the target to be smaller in 
diameter than the apparent 
width of the front sight. With 
the Mod.2, this was no prob-
lem. I had a chance to try some new ammo from Polycase, and it 
shot very well for being out-of-the-box ammo. The bullets weigh 
114 grains and are soft to shoot.

With the Mod.2 as a carry gun, Springfeld Armory has done 
the seemingly impossible. It has made its already-compact, easy-
to-carry XD even more compact, slimmer and easier to shoot, 
and it hasn’t given up anything for it. The remaining question is 
what magazine to carry in it.

The glib answer would be to carry it holstered with the short 

magazine and have the extra X-tension-equipped magazine as the 
spare. What I’ve found through years of carry is that the slide and 
barrel are the hardest part to live with, not necessarily to conceal 
but to be comfortable with. A too-long slide or barrel levers off of 
my hip, and the top end of the pistol slide or hammer digs into 

my kidney. I can use a holster 
that tucks the grips in tight to 
my body, but I can’t change 
the results of years of weight-
lifting and martial arts.

For me, the Mod.2 
Sub-Compact carry combo 
would be simple. I’d get an-
other regular-length magazine, 
maybe not even bother with 
an X-tension (I’d practice and 
see if it made any difference in 

reload times) and pack the Mod.2 with both. I’d carry the pistol 
with the X-tension magazine in it and have the spare on the other 
side. That would give me 13+1 in the pistol and another 13 in 
the spare. That’s 27 rounds of .45 ACP, which is more than a 
loaded 1911 and two spares would have.

One of these days, my checkbook is going to burst into fames, 
and Springfeld will be the reason why. The XD Mod.2 Sub-Com-
pact? It will be a big seller until the guys at Springfeld just can’t 
help themselves and fnd ways to enhance it even more. 

PERFORMANCE

LOAD
WEIGHT 
(GRS.)

VELOCITY 
(FPS) SD

ACCURACY 
(IN.)

ASYM Barnes TAC-XP 185 881 12 2.50

HPR JHP 185 855 28 2.25

Hornady Critical Duty 220 927 13 2.75

Federal Guard Dog EFMJ 165 998 19 2.75

Polycase ARX 114 1,130 44 2.75

Notes: Accuracy results are averages of four fve-shot groups at 20 yards off a Sinclair 
front shooting rest. Velocities are averages of 10 shots measured on a PACT MKIV 
chronograph set 15 feet from the muzzle.
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A Limited Edition tribute 
from Nighthawk Custom.

WORDS BY RICHARD MANN | PHOTOS BY MICHAEL ANSCHUETZ

WHEN I WAS 13, I had a paper route. Its only purpose was 
to make money for purchasing guns and ammunition. I’d ride 
my bike to deliver the daily news and every weekend down 
to Ray’s Bait Shop, the local gun emporium. That’s where 
my imagination wandered between issues of Guns & Ammo 
magazine. I read each one cover to cover, stuffed them under 
my bed and read them some more. I wanted to handle, shoot 
and hunt with all the guns contained in those pages and 
fgured the best way was to write for the magazine — grand 
aspirations for a young boy for sure. Though I didn’t know it 
then, about 15 years later and roughly 100 miles from where 
I grew up, another boy had similar ambitions.
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Years later, in 2005, Eric Poole and I met, and a few years after 
that, during an African safari, we compared childhood dreams, 
vowed one day to make them a reality and discussed how we’d 
return the magazine to the grandness we’d consumed as young-
sters. Less than a year later, Eric became the editor of Guns & 
Ammo and made me a part of the team. Our dreams realized, the 
work began.

Eric soon suggested that there should be a Guns & Ammo sig-
nature pistol. We agreed that it had to be a 1911 and Nighthawk 
Custom should build it. I insisted that it be a 1911 that Col. Jeff 
Cooper would have carried. After all, for most of the existence 
of Guns & Ammo, his undying support of the 1911 was the cor-
nerstone of the magazine. Cooper once wrote, “People who write 
about the ‘comeback of the 1911’ do not seem to be aware that it 
has never been away.”

I began dissecting Cooper’s works and talking with his ac-
quaintances to formulate the G&A pistol’s confguration. The best 
sources were Sheriff Ken B. Campbell of Boone County, Illinois, 
and Gunsite Academy proprietor Buz Mills. “Keep it simple” was 
their guidance. Like Cooper once said, “The great 1911 .45 was a 
very nearly perfect artifact from the day of its birth, and this may 
be unique in the entire history of technology.” As important as 
building a pistol Cooper would’ve carried was balancing Cooper’s 
notions with the modern 1911 and what some call “Gun Culture 
2.0.” Today’s 1911 user expects things Cooper would not have. 
I think he’d understand. After all, he also wrote, “How nice it is 
that people’s tastes are so varied! If this were not true, all men 
would be doomed to pursue the same woman.”

Cooper mostly wrote about the 5-inch Government Model 
1911, but in his later years he carried a Lightweight Command-
er. With the spiked interest in concealed carry, the Commander 
profle was the obvious choice for this project. After all, Cooper 
thought, “The essential element of a defensive handgun (apart 
from reliability) is convenient portability.” For shooter com-
fort and pistol longevity, it was also decided that a steel-frame 
Commander would be best and a much better choice for a 
1,000-round course at Cooper’s Gunsite Academy.

The remaining parameters could be found in one of Cooper’s 

G&A’s signature 1911 is 
simply a display of Com-

mander-size brilliance, 
with every line and curve 

executed to perfection.
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most quoted passages: “ … we have opined that all the 1911 real-
ly needs are a trigger that you can manage, sights that you can see 
and a dehorn job. In addition, one might propose a deactivated 
grip safety[!], a lanyard loop, a bobbed hammer and press-ftted 
stock screw sockets. One thing the original pistol does not need 
is a recoil-spring guide … .”

It was also determined that the pistol must be able to be com-
pletely disassembled without the use of tools. This meant that the 
barrel bushing had to be ftted so it could be removed by hand, 
and the grip screws had to be slotted so they could be removed 
with the edge of the sear spring. There would be no senseless 
forward cocking serrations, because your hand has no business 
being that close to the muzzle of a loaded pistol. In the interest 
of no sharp edges and useless embellishments, there would be no 
checkering or top and rear slide serrations.

We went with a short trigger because all of Cooper’s 1911s Eric 
and I have handled had one, and a short trigger is agreeable with 
a wide range of shooters. Continuing the notion of shooter and 
carry compatibility, a smooth, fat mainspring housing was used 

the nighthawk Custom guns & ammo signature 1911 is ftted with a single side 
safety only and a smooth mainspring housing.

to eliminate palm bite and prevent the chewing up of covering 
garments. The grip safety was left alone for obvious reasons, but 
Nighthawk tastefully machined a lanyard loop into the bottom of 
the mainspring housing.

Some of the most debated elements of any fghting pistol are 
the sights. The Commander carried by Cooper during his later 
years was ftted with tritium sights featuring a large visible dot up 
front. We wanted something just as pronounced but with a more 
conventional sight picture, so we selected the high-profle Trijicon 
HD sights, which have a wide, .145-inch front blade and a rear 
sight with a deep, wide (.170 inch) U-notch. The front sight also 
has a tritium insert surrounded by a large and (appropriate) Guns 
& Ammo orange circle. This rear sight is robust with a horizontal-
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ly lined, fat-black face and two miniscule green-tritium inserts.
Serious Cooper disciples will likely reel with contempt at 

these three-dot sights. But one thing’s for sure: If you cannot see 
these sights, you’re probably approaching legal blindness. These 
represent the 21st century approach to handgun sights, and those 
who’d argue that Cooper would not have used them cannot argue 
that they are not consistent with his advice. They are, without 
question, “sights that you can see.”

They proved their effciency on the range. During several drills, 
such as the Cooper-conceived El Presidente, Eric and I turned in 
some of our best times and scores with this pistol equipped with 
Trijicon HD sights. That big, bold, orange front sight certainly 
draws your eyes; you don’t have to look for it. Additionally, the 
pronounced ledge on the rear sight makes one-handed cycling 

the trijicon hD front sight has a tritium 
insert surrounded by brilliant orange.

the rear sight has two minuscule triti-
um dots for low-light sight alignment. 
more important, it has a wide notch to 
allow you to see the front sight fast.

simple with the aid of your belt or boot.
Looking at the Colonel’s 1911s, it was 

apparent that his idea of visual enhance-
ments was limited to the installation of 
fancier-than-factory grips. We went with 

Nighthawk’s black Alumagrips with the Nighthawk logo over a 
moon knowing that many of us would personalize this feature 
as Cooper often did. These contrast nicely with the Sniper Gray 
Cerakote fnish and exposed stainless engraving on the rest of the 
pistol. Other than the extensive beveling of every sharp edge, the 
only other metalwork considered was the stippling of the frontstrap. 
Nighthawk expertly obliged; this new stippling pattern Nighthawk 
has developed feels like textured rubber, and it does a good job of 
increasing the purchase your hand can get on the pistol.

Guns & Ammo’s Signature pistol shoots like we’d expect of 
one custom made with 100 percent machined parts. I pushed 
500 rounds through it using a wide variety of munitions, ranging 
from 165-grain Federal Guard Dog to 255-grain DoubleTap 
Hardcast loads. The pistol ate it all without a bobble. It also put 

in place of checkering, nighthawk  
Custom stippled the frontstrap to 
enhance comfort and control.

Nighthawk Guns & Ammo Signature 1911

Type: Recoil operated, 
single action, hammer fred, 
semiautomatic

Caliber: .45 Auto
Capacity: 8+1 rds.

Barrel: 4.25 in.
Overall Length: 7.75 in.

Weight: 2 lbs., 4 oz.
Finish: Cerakote, Sniper Gray 
Grips: Alumagrips, Nighthawk
Sights: Trijicon HD, orange

Trigger: Short, 4 lbs. (tested)
Price: $3,495

Manufacturer: Nighthawk Custom
877-268-4867
nighthawkcustom.com
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GUNSAMERICA.COM TO AUCTION SERIAL # GA00001

STARTING MARCH 30TH and ending April 20, 2015, 
through the generosity of Nighthawk Custom,  
GunsAmerica.com will be auctioning the very same pistol 
featured in this article, serial number GA00001, for Hon-
ored American Veterans Afeld (HAVA). All the proceeds 
derived from the sale of this pistol will go to supporting 
this organization, which comprises shooting industry 

companies and volunteers who are devoted to help 
the healing and reintegration of disabled veterans and 
injured active duty military. This mission is accomplished 
through sanctioned activities to include range days and 
hunts designed to accommodate a veteran’s specifc 
disability. Learn more about how you can support HAVA. 
Visit honoredveterans.org. To place a bid, go to:  
gunsamerica.com/blog/nighthawk-1911-hava-auction/
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them all to point of aim at 10 yards while 
standing and into itty-bitty groups. The 
slide functioned with the smoothness of a 
wonderful singing voice, the trigger broke 
like a teenage girl’s heart, and in the hand, 
the pistol felt like clasping the hand of 
your best friend.

I’ve written before that the perfect 1911 
does not exist. This is not because a 1911 
cannot be made to perform to perfection; 
Nighthawk Custom proves that’s possible 
every day. It’s because the 1911 is such 
an iconic and customized handgun that 
everyone has a notion of a slight or major 
alteration needed to make the pistol per-
fect. They can have it, too, which is one 
reason the 1911 was, is and will remain 
the foremost fghting pistol.

However, no one knew the 1911 like 
Jeff Cooper, and one built to his specifca-
tions should be, by any account, perfect. 
Is the Nighthawk Guns & Ammo Signa-
ture 1911 the perfect 1911? It’s as close to 
perfect as we’ve seen. Would Cooper have 
carried it? No one knows; Cooper never 
had the chance to see one like this, as he 
passed away in 2006. As Cooper admir-
ers, Gunsite graduates and, maybe more 
important, affliates of the modern gun 
culture, Eric and I would both carry it. We 
will carry it.

As indicated by markings under the 
slide, Nighthawk is only offering 100 of 
these pistols through its more than 400 
preferred dealers. It will be donating 
5 percent of the sale price to Honored 
American Veterans Afeld (HAVA.) Every 
Guns & Ammo Signature Nighthawk will 
be delivered with a serialized Letter of 
Authenticity signed by Nighthawk Cus-
tom CEO Mark Stone and Guns & Ammo 
Editor Eric R. Poole. It’s destined to be 
collectible and has already proven to be a 
tackdriving work of art. 

PERFORMANCE

LOAD
WEIGHT 
(GRS.)

VELOCITY 
(FPS) ES SD

AVERAGE 
GROUP 

(IN.)

BEST 
GROUP 

(IN.)

Federal Guard Dog 165 1,048 42 18 2.35 2.20

Remington UMC MC 185 954 22 9 1.60 1.57

Winchester PDX1 230 874 42 16 1.19 1.15

DoubleTap SWC Hardcast 255 759 59 23 1.64 1.43

notes: Average velocity, extreme spread (ES) and standard deviation (SD) were estab-
lished by fring 10 rounds over a Shooting Chrony positioned 10 feet from the muzzle. 
Reported accuracy is the result of fve fve-shot groups fred from a sandbag rest at 25 
yards with each load.

WWW.SIERRABULLETS.COM

1400 West Henry Street

Sedalia, MO 65301

Tech support: 800-223-8799

Other calls: 888-223-3006

How do you make the most accurate bullet  

in the world even better? By crowning the  

MatchKing with an acetal resin tip that lowers 

drag by improving the ballistic coefcient.  

Learn more about the six new TMK (Tipped  

MatchKing) bullets at sierrabullets.com. 
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KING.
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Now offered in fve cartridges 
ranging from the new .26 Nosler 

to .300 Win. Mag., the 550 Sonoran 
in .270 is ft for hunting most of 

America’s Lower 48 game animals.

words by philip massaro | photos by michael anschuetz
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The CZ 550 Sonoran in .270 Win-
chester makes for a fne all-around 
medium- and big-game rife. Its 
appointments make it well suited for 
hunting almost any American game.
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Top: The palm 
swell of the 
Manners pistol 
grip makes for 
a nice, natural 
control.

center: The 
fexible recoil 
pad made 
benchrest work 
a pleasure.

Bottom: 
With modern 
bullets, a .270 
Winchester is 
much more well 
rounded and 
potent than 
ever.

WE HUNTERS who live to enter the back- 
country, those of us who hunt the wildest 
places on earth, are often looking for a 
rife that will live up to the lessons of our 
past experience. A feld rife needs to be as 
rugged as the hunters who carry it, accu-
rate so as to ensure a quick and ethical kill 
on the game animals we respect so much, 
impervious to inclement weather and able 
to be relied upon. The CZ 550 Western 
Series fts all of these requirements.

When one frst looks at this rife, the 
design of the stock immediately stands out. CZ has elected to use 
a Manners carbon fber stock in olive drab color for this lineup. 
Traditionalists may cock an eyebrow and question the lines, but 
upon handling it, it becomes evident that Manners knows what 
it’s doing. 

The pistol grip is a bit more vertical than a conventional rife 
stock, but the palm swells offer a very comfortable feel. The 
grip angle is reminiscent of the Savage F-class rife stock, and I 
noted that it has been ftted with a good-quality recoil pad that 
sits comfortably on the shoulder. The pistol grip and forend grip 
area have a pebbled, or distressed, texture, which isn’t aggressive 
but does well to help us keep a frm grasp regardless of feld 
conditions.

With certain models I’ve handled in the past, the 550 action 
has been a bit on the sticky side out of the box. Not so with the 
Sonoran I just fnished evaluating. From the initial insertion of 
the bolt into the receiver, cycling the action feels smooth as glass, 
and cartridges feed very well from the fve-round magazine, mak-
ing follow-up shots no issue at all.

My test rife came chambered for the venerable .270 Win-

CZ  550 Sonoran

Type: Bolt action
Caliber: .270 Win. (tested)

Capacity: 5 rds.
Barrel: 24 in.

Overall Length: 44.8 in.
Weight: 7.6 lbs.

Stock: Manners carbon fber
Finish: Black nitride

Trigger: Single set (1 lb., 10 oz.); 
Standard (3 lbs., 1.2 oz.)

Sights: None
Safety: Two position
MSRP: $3,199

Manufacturer: CZ-USA, 800-955-4486 
cz-usa.com
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Top: The 
proven con-
trolled-round 
feed of the 
cz 550 action 
makes for 
positive feeding 
and ejection of 
cartridges.

Bottom: The 
hinged foor-
plate is a great 
feature for 
safely unloading 
at the end of 
the day.

chester, a tried-and-true favorite that has been with us since 
1925. Being the little brother of the king-of-the-hill .30-’06, the 
.270 has been criticized throughout history for not having a 
wide-enough range of bullets to make it a true all-around rife. 
Bullet weights for this caliber generally run from 90 to 150 
grains, with some specialty bullets made in 160 and 170 grains. 
The bullet technology of today has changed all that.

Whereas in the past folks such as the great Elmer Keith des-
ignated the .270 as a marginal rife for game in the elk/moose/
kudu weight range, the bonded-core and monometal bullets that 
are offered in .277-inch diameter may very well have changed 
that opinion. With a rife such as the 550 Sonoran that gives a 
practiced hunter the ability to accurately place the bullet into the 
vitals of his quarry, a hunter should be able to successfully take 
most of the world’s game animals that a medium-bore rife would 
be suitable for. Bison, Cape buffalo and brown bears sensibly re-
quire a larger bore and heavier bullets, but if this were the rife in 
hand on an African plains-game hunt, confdence would abound. 
Perhaps opting for the premium 150-grain bullets would help 
to hedge your bets when license and trophy fees add up to half 
a year’s mortgage payments. In this era of giant-case super-mag-

GUNHIDE
®

800-GUNHIDE
631-841-6300

Dept #GA55
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Amityville, NY 11701
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Top: The cz
550 barrel is 
completely 
free foated, 
which enhances 
accuracy.

Bottom: The 
futed barrel 
hastens the 
cooling process 
while develop-
ing loads and 
practicing with 
your rife.

nums, many of the sweet-shooting cartridges such as the .270 
Winchester are too often overlooked. If you were to study your 
history, you’d fnd that there was a fellow named Jack O’Connor 
who made a bit of a reputation using this cartridge.

This particular rife has a 24-inch futed barrel, and it and all the 
metal are treated with a ferritic nitrocarburized fnish inside and 
out. While that may sound really cool, it is designed to be tough. 
That doesn’t mean we ignore CZ’s recommendation to apply a light 
coat of quality gun oil on occassion. Do that and this fnish should 
offer a lifetime of protection. 

The 24-inch barrel length is an intelligent choice for this caliber, 
as it will give the shooter enough barrel length to wring out the 
velocity needed to get the fat trajectory that put the .270 on the 
map, yet not be unwieldy in feld situations. The barrel is free 
foated in the carbon fber stock without having a considerably 
large gap.

One of CZ’s signature features has always been its single-set 
trigger. Oh, how a trigger can make or break a long-range shot. 
Many feel that CZ has a gem in that single-set design. Simply slip 
your fnger behind the trigger, push forward until you hear and 
feel a click, and you’ve set the trigger to break at a fraction of the 
weight of its normal setting. I went from having a three-pound 
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trigger pull to one that was two pounds lighter. In this mode, 
there is virtually no creep and very little overtravel. It is a feature 
that long-range shooters have always benefted greatly from, 
especially in a prone. Be sure and check that the safety is engaged 
before pushing the trigger forward to ward off the effects of Mr. 
Murphy and his entourage of potential tragedies. Even in the nor-
mal setting, the CZ trigger is a crisp and clean affair. Regardless 
of your preference, you should experience no issues with trigger 
pull in either mode.

The CZ 550 is equipped with a three-position safety on the 
bolt side of the action. Forward is Fire (revealing a small red dot 
indicator); the middle position is Safe, preventing the trigger 
from fring but allowing the shooter to work the bolt to unload 
the rife safely; and the rearward position blocks both the bolt 
and the trigger. The safety has a positive feel and is located in a 

Top: The cz
550 features 
a single-set 
trigger, which is 
pushed forward 
to achieve a 
lighter trigger 
pull, helping 
you make those 
long-range 
shots.

center: The 
550’s three- 
position safety 
allows the 
shooter to 
unload the rife 
without having 
to put it in  
Fire mode.

Bottom: Good 
glass is a must 
for long-range 
shooting. The 
4.5-14X zeiss 
was crystal clear 
and took adjust-
ment very well.
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spot where the shooter can easily feel it 
without taking eyes off the target.

For optics on my rife, I used a Zeiss 
Conquest 4.5-14x44 MC equipped with a 
#20 Z-Plex reticle. I mounted it in a set of 
high rings to give proper scope alignment 
with the high comb of the Manners stock. 
This scope gave plenty of eye relief, with 
the crystal-clear image that Zeiss is famous 
for, and even with a 1-inch maintube, it 
offered plenty of light transmission. The 
parallax adjustment made for crisp focus 
of long-range objects, and the top-end 
magnifcation of 14X would make a 
sensible choice for sane shooting distances 
without sacrifcing much on the lower 
end. At 17½ ounces, the scope added a bit of weight to the pack-
age, but, overall, it maintained a nice center of balance to give the 
rife a natural rise to the shoulder.

At the bench, the CZ really came into its own. Factory loads pro-
duced a respectable level of accuracy, hovering between 1 MOA and 
sometimes a bit more. With handloads, the rife revealed its true 
potential. The Massaro Ballistic Laboratories 140-grain Hornady 
boattail, my handload bullet, printed fve-shot groups besting at 
.85 inch. A Thorne Customs handload printed exactly 1 MOA with 
130-grain Speer Hot-Cor bullets, both of which should prove more 
than accurate enough for any hunting situation. Felt recoil from 
full-house factory loads was easily manageable, more than likely 
due to the design of the lightweight Manners stock. The Hornady 
Custom Lite reduced-recoil ammunition featuring its 120-grain 
SST bullet proved to be aptly named; felt recoil dropped right off to 
the point where it would make a good choice for a shooter whose 
experiences are limited and who wants to develop good skills while 
being able to kill effectively. Know how your loads perform and this 
rife will offer acceptable accuracy given any bullet weight.

The new cz 550  
sonoran dis-
played accuracy 
that will work 
for almost any 
American hunt-
er, but it’s worth 
making sure the 
barrel is broken- 
in frst.
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800-328-2447  CMCMAGS.com
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As mentioned, the single-set trigger was 
an added bonus, especially at the range. If 
you’re not familiar with using one, I rec-
ommend spending some time with it. It is 
a very touchy affair and can feel as though 
you’ve sent a round downrange before you 
realize you’ve touched the trigger. However, 
the single-set trigger is a huge help when 
trying to wring out the rife’s mechanical 
accuracy, when assessing load accuracy and 
for precise zeroing for long-range work. 

All said, the CZ 550 Sonoran will 
make a great companion. While it’s not a 
lightweight mountain rife, I’d could see 
it being slung up a sheep mountain or 
accompanying an elk hunter on forays 
afeld in the autumn. The modern .270 
bullet handles almost all of the game in 
the lower 48 states, possessing plenty of 
killing power and the accuracy that hunt-
ing requires. With premium bullets, even 
African plains game could be confdently 
hunted. But it’s those Western sender-
os and whitetail, bean-feld hunters for 
which the Sornoran was made. Give this 
rife a long, hard look, and rethink the 
.270 Winchester. Even in this era of Mag-
num-Mania, this package is a wonderful 
combination. 
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America’s #1 
Selling Brush 
Mower for 
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ONLY the DR® Field 

and Brush Mower has…

 UNSTOPPABLE POWER to mow down 
saplings up to 3" thick.

A LOCKABLE DIFFERENTIAL for easy 
turning and go-anywhere traction.
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PERFORMANCE

LOAD
WEIGHT 
(GRS.)

VELOCITY 
(FPS) ES SD

AVERAGE 
GROUP (IN.)

BEST GROUP 
(IN.)

Winchester Power-Point 150 3,080 32 40 .95 .85

Federal Power-Shok RN 150 2,890 65 65 1.55 1.20

Hornady Custom Lite SST 120 2,720 20 20 1.40 1.50

Hornady American Whitetail InterLock 130 3,085 39 32 1.35 1.10

Remington Core-Lokt 130 2,940 35 38 1.30 1.00

Massaro handload, Hornady BTSP 140 2,825 30 30 .85 .75

Thorne handload, Speer Hot-Cor 130 2,940 34 34 1.25 1.10
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WHEN ONE ENCOUNTERS the name “Enfeld,” the natu-
ral inclination is to envision one of the excellent .303 10-shot 
repeaters designed by James Paris Lee in the 19th century that 
reached their height of fame in both World Wars in the guise of 
the Mark III and Mark 1 SMLEs.

Of course, the Royal Small Arms Factory (RSAF), Enfeld, had 
a history well predating Lee’s efforts, producing and designing 
innovative arms used by Her Majesty’s forces (and others) for 
decades. How, then, did a rife system ultimately manufactured 

by those most Yankee of frearms makers — Winchester and 
Remington — get to be named after John Bull’s favorite? Read on, 
and all will be revealed. 

While the famed Model 1903 Springfeld has deservedly re-
ceived nothing but good press over the years, there was a time in 
its early history when it was overshadowed by another rife, the 
U.S. Model 1917 Enfeld. During World War I, more doughboys 
went into action with the ’17 than the ’03. Uncle Sam, however, 
wasn’t the only one to feld this rife, as thousands of .303 Pattern 

Conceived in Britain and realized in the United States, the rugged 
Pattern 14/Model 1917 Enfeld rifes performed their duty in World War I and beyond.

by garry james | photography by jill marlow



1914 variations of the gun were issued to 
British troops, and therein lies the begin-
ning of our tale. 

Some years before the onset of the Great War in 1914, His 
Majesty’s Small Arms Committee began looking around for a new 
rife to replace the Short Magazine Lee-Enfeld (SMLE) then in 
service. While a number of nice-to-haves were eliminated right 
at the outset, one that remained was a desire to reduce the British 
service caliber from .303 to .256 or .276. 

Thought the experts, as long as the cartridge was going to 
be changed, why not come up with an entirely new rife? After 
considerable testing, what fnally emerged in 1912 was a very 
non-SMLE-looking .276 repeater with an enclosed magazine 
and a Mauser-style bolt action with dual front locking lugs that 
cocked on closing (like the SMLE).

may 2015 G&A 81

A British Tommy with his pattern 1914 En-
feld and wearing the Pattern 1914 leather 
equipment.

An American doughboy toting his Model 
1917 with the American Expeditionary 
Force (AEF) during World War I.
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This new rife featured a sophis-
ticated rear adjustable ladder-style 
sight that was secured atop the 
action between a pair of very stur-
dy machined lugs. The front sight 
blade was also fanked by a pair 
of semi-circular bolsters. Other 
things such as a sheetmetal buttplate with a trap for cleaning 
equipment; a crooked, dog-leg bolt handle; a one-piece stock; 
four slanting fnger grooves on the forend; and elimination of the 
magazine cutoff further differentiated this new design from the 
issue Lee. Dubbed the Pattern 1913, about 1,250 of these rifes 
were manufactured at RSAF Enfeld between 1912 and 1914 and 
issued to troops for trials. Some of the frst features to go were 
the four parallel fnger grooves. 

Some SMLE features were also incorporated. The gun did have 
long-range dial sights attached to the left side of the stock and 
the rear left of the receiver, and a brass identifcation disk was 
inset into the right side of the butt. 

The .276 round itself was totally unlike the .303. With a rim-
less case, the bullet diameter was .282 as opposed to the .303’s 
.311. Weight was 165 grains versus the 175-grain .303, and ve-
locity was 2,785 feet-per-second as opposed to the larger bullet’s 
2,440 fps. Trajectory was also fatter. 

A 17-inch sword bayonet, similar to the SMLE’s Pattern 1907 
blade, was designed for the new rife. As it had a higher muzzle 
ring so the two would not be confused, the Pattern 13 bayonet 
had two deep grooves incised in its walnut grip panels. They 
were made by both Remington and Winchester.

Initial experiences with both the gun and cartridge were satis-
fying, but the onset of the war caused all of the Select Commit-
tee’s smallbore planning to be scrapped. Instead, as the P13 was 
easier to manufacture than the SMLE, it was decided that the new 
rife would be altered to handle the service .303 cartridges. Au-
thorities began casting about for domestic gun makers to produce 
the Pattern 1914 rife, and while Vickers signed a contract to 
produce some 100,000 P14s, production diffculties caused ces-
sation of the effort after only a handful of preproduction models 
were turned out.

Prudently, the British turned to American manufacturers and 
signed contracts with Winchester Repeating Arms for 400,000 

While basically the same rifes 
aside from caliber, there are 
subtle differences between the 
British Pattern 14 (top) and the 
U.S. Model 1917 Enfeld rife 
(bottom).

The front sight on 
both versions was 
a simple blade 
protected by a 
pair of sturdy 
fanking lugs.

The butts had holes 
that accommodated 
cleaning gear.
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units; Remington Arms Union Metallic 
Cartridge Company at llion, New York, for 
1,000,000 rifes; and Remington Arms Co. 
of Delaware at Eddystone, Pennsylvania, 
for 2 million P14s. After time was spent 
tooling up and sorting out manufacturing 
anomalies, the rifes began to emerge from 
the plants. 

The rifes turned out by the different 
facilities were virtually identical, with the 
most noticeable difference being that the 
Winchester guns and Remington guns 
from Ilion had longitudinal fnger grooves 
while the Eddystone models sported 
smooth forends. Rifes made at Win-
chester had their parts marked with a “W,” those at Remington 
with “RE” and Eddystone guns with an “E.” As well, the butts 
were stamped with encircled “IW,” “IR” and “IE” designations, 
respectively. 

The rifes had ladder rear sights with dual peep apertures, 
adjustable from 200 to 1,650 yards. An integral steel box mag-

azine held fve cartridges, which could 
be loaded with the standard fve-round 
SMLE clip or one at a time. Other features 
included the previously discussed sheet-
steel buttplate with a butt trap that would 
accommodate the standard British pull-
through bore cleaner and an SMLE-style 
toggle safety located just behind the bolt 
handle where it could be easily ficked on 
and off with the thumb of the right hand. 

These guns were offcially accepted into 
service on June 21, 1916, and by early 
1917, after some production diffculties 
(especially with stocks) were ironed out, 
a limited number were sent to the front. 

While they were well received by the troops, it was felt, with 
some justifcation, that the SMLEs fared better in the muddy 
trenches. Mark IIIs were also now being produced in suffcient 
numbers and  continued to be the frontline arm, with the Pattern 
14 being relegated to training and reserve uses. It was found, 
however, that the Pattern 14’s excellent accuracy made it a top 

For commonality with other issue rifes (the 
1903 Springfeld and SMLE), the Model 
1917 and Pattern 14 used the same clips. 
Appropriately, the M17 chambered .30-’06 
(left), and the P14 chambered .303 (right).

The Enfeld’s receiver-mounted rear sights 
were sophisticated dual-peep arrange-
ments that were adjusted for elevation by 
a slide that was released by a spring- 
loaded fange. The sights on the P14 (left) 
and the M17 (right) were mechanically 
identical, though graduations were slightly 
different.

The Enfeld’s bolt is released by a Mauser- 
style lever on the left side of the receiver. 
The bolt heads are slightly different to 
accommodate the P14’s (near right) rimmed 
.303 round and the U.S. rimless .30-’06.

The P14/M17’s safety was a simple rocker type sited on the right side of the action where 
it could easily be manipulated by the shooter’s right hand. Down was on Safe; up was Fire.

Inspired by the British Pattern 1907 
bayonet, the Pattern 14 (top) and U.S. 
Model 1917 (bottom) bayonets will not ft 
on the SMLE, but they look so similar that 
their grip panels have been grooved to 
differentiate them from the earlier blade. 
Scabbards are similar but have fttings 
appropriate to Brit and American belt 
attachments.
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candidate as a sniper rife, and though scoped too late to be of 
any service during the war, it did see subsequent use in this 
capacity, especially during World War ll. As well, a number of 
the Pattern 14s were later sent to India, where they saw relatively 
hard use. 

As the United States neared entry into the war, it was realized 
that the stock of 1903 Springfelds was not suffcient to equip an 
expeditionary force of any size. Model ’03s were being manufac-
tured only at Springfeld and Rock Island arsenals, and neither 
facility was, as of yet, on a war footing. 

Wisely, the decision was made to modify the Pattern 1914 to 
handle the Yankee .30-’06 round. Winchester, Remington and 
Eddystone were already geared up to turn out substantial num-
bers of P14s, so the slight modifcations needed to Americanize 

Though this 
pattern 14 is in ex-
cellent condition, 
the “EY” stock 
and action marks 
denote “emergen-
cy” or practice use 
only. The circle 
“IE” on the butt 
and “ERA” on the 
receiver indicate 
that the rife was 
manufactured by 
Remington, Eddy-
stone. The brass 
disk is for unit 
markings.

Like early SMLEs, Pattern 14s were ftted 
with long-range dial sights, the ’14’s gradu-
ated to an optimistic 2,600 yards.

The P14 
action was 
based on a 
Mauser de-
sign, but it 
cocked on 
closing like 
the British 
SMLE rife.
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the guns were not particularly bothersome. Agreements were 
made with the Brits for them to relinquish plant control and 
machinery agreements and supply some already-existing parts. 
For the most part, the Model 1917, as the rife was designated, 
was pretty much a ringer for its British cousin. Obviously, the 
bolt and chamber had to be altered to take the longer, rimless 
round; the magazine was now able to accommodate six of the 

rimless .30-’06 rounds; and the receiver was altered to handle 
the 1903-style fve-round clip. Other than that, externally the 
only obvious difference was the deletion of the long-range dial 
sight and butt disk and the substitution of U.S. markings for 
English ones. 

Still, there were minor, virtually undetectable alterations so that 
interchangeability of parts was somewhat limited. Unlike the ’14s, 
the stock on all M17s had fnger grooves. While production on 
1903s was stepped up, the output of Springfeld and Rock Island 

Though generally, British soldiers wore web P08 gear, shortages 
caused the development of Pattern 14 leather equipment, shown 
here. While P14 rifes ultimately saw limited use with U.K. forces, 
the leather was more widely distributed.

The basic U.S. Model 1910 web cartridge belt, variants of which 
were used well past World War I.
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was ultimately only about 15 percent of that of Winchester, Rem-
ington and Eddystone. By war’s end, more than 2 million Model 
1917s had been manufactured, making them the American sol-
dier’s most-used battle rife. Like the British, American ordnance 
offcials recognized the gun’s adaptability to the sniping role, and 
versions with several types of scopes and mounts were adapted. 

Though it was well accepted, not all soldiers felt that the 1917 
was on par with the 1903 either in the looks or handling depart-
ment. For one thing, the 1917 was heavier by almost a pound, 
was slightly longer and did not have the sleek look or necessarily 
the agreeable handling characteristics of the ’03. 

A few years back, I interviewed American First World War 
Medal of Honor recipient Alvin York’s son, Andrew, in Pall Mall, 
Tennessee. He told me that, despite the fact that York’s unit, the 
82nd Infantry Division, had been issued 1917s, “Daddy” didn’t 
like the rife’s peep rear sight setup, preferring the 1903 Spring-
feld’s notch, which was closer to some of the rifes he used in 
hunting back home. According to Andrew, his father swapped his 
issue M17 for a 1903, and it was with that rife that he performed 
his amazing exploits during the Meuse-Argonne Offensive in 
1918, an assertion still hotly debated by many Great War buffs.

With the end of World War l, Pattern 1914s and Model 1917s 
were returned to stores. However, upon the outbreak of the Sec-
ond World War, they were returned to service in limited capac-
ities. In Britain, for instance, the P14 Enfeld became a favorite 
with Home Guard units. 

In the interwar years from 1921 to 1940, Remington produced 

Model 17 receiv-
er, etc., markings 
showing the Rem-
ington manufactur-
er’s name and U.S. 
ordnance bomb.

The dog-leg-shaped 
bolt was a distinc-
tive feature of the 
P14/M17 as well as 
a reminiscence on 
some later Reming-
ton sporting rifes.
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a sporter version of the Model 1917. The Model 30 was offered 
in three grades and a wide spectrum of calibers, the standard 30A 
rife, a 30R carbine and a 30S deluxe sporter. The gun basically 
used the M1917 action (complete with the crooked bolt han-
dle). Stocks were streamlined (checkered on the 30A and 30S, 
fnger-grooved on the 30R), and the rear sight protectors were 
moved and civilian sights added. 

As well, for years surplus M1917s were favored arms for spor-
terizing and rechambering to some of the magnum rife rounds, 
though today, with the collector value of unaltered ’14s and ’17s 
steadily climbing, this practice has been somewhat abated.

Over the years, I’ve shot P14s and M17s a good deal and can 
give them nothing but high praise. While not as prepossessing 
as some other military rifes of the period and a smidgen on the 
clunky side, in both .303 and .30-’06 the rifes are accurate, 
reliable and for the most part a pleasure to shoot. 

Given my choice, would I prefer to have been issued a Mark III 
SMLE or 1903 Springfeld? To be honest, yes. They are two rifes 
I consider to be right at the apex of bolt-action military design. 
Then again, I wouldn’t have felt short-changed if I’d been given a 
Pattern 1914 or Model 1917 either. One could have had to make 
much more challenging choices in life, I suppose. 

James found both Enfelds to be accurate, robust shooters. Ejection with either .303 or .30-’06 rounds was positive and sure.

First-Class 
Premium Cigar Sampler
Swim to the sunny shores of Cigars International, the biggest, 
bestest cigar retailer on the planet. Whether you’re new to 
cigars, a grizzled old vet, or a certifi ed cigar lunatic, sleep 
peacefully knowing you’ve found your ultimate 
one-stop-shop for all things cigars. The world’s 
largest selection of premium handmade cigars 
at the planet’s lowest prices, delivered fast 
and fresh. That’s our guarantee. *Limited time 
offer. One per customer please.

Includes 1 each of: Rocky Patel ● Toraño ● Felipe Gregorio

Nestor Miranda ● Cuba Libre ● 5 Vegas ● J. Fuego ● Alec Bradley

1-888-244-2790 
mention code SA517

www.CigarsIntl.com/SA517
You must enter complete web address for special offer
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$10

*Only

$52
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ADD A TRAVEL 
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• Fishing – airtight and it fl oats 

•  Hunting – lightweight and durable

only$5more

*Limited time offer. Expires 6-15-15. Plus $5.99 s/h. PA residents add 6% tax –taxes on orders shipped outside of PA are the 
responsibility of the purchaser. Offer available to first-time purchasers. One per customer. From time to time substitutions 
may occur. Cigars International only sells products to adults who meet legal age requirements to purchase tobacco 

products. For more information please see www.cigarsinternational.com/ageverify.
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Special Forces

Battle Bronze Edition

Featuring Chainlink III

573-565-3261 • www.edbrown.com

The Ultimate Combat 1911

• Engineered for performance.

• Precision machined in America. 

• Hand-crafted to perfection.
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Colt Single Action Army

A GUN IS A TOOL. Like a hammer, it’s a soulless instru-
ment used to solve problems. Dad’s old lever gun or that 
Luger Grandpa brought back from the Bulge might have 
sentimental value, but its signifcance is forged of blood 
relation; your kinsman who handled it established the 
nostalgic appeal you cherish. Some guns are innovative, 
some interesting and some forgettable, but they’re all just 
tools — with the exception of one.

For as long as you’ve been seeking oxygen, craftsmen 
in Hartford, Connecticut, have been breathing life into a 
gun that, after more than 140 years, refuses to be exiled 
into antiquity. It’s one that was dropped on the banks of the 
Little Big Horn in 1876. In Arizona, Bat Masterson wielded 
it with retribution in 1878 and Wyatt Earp with ease and 
effciency in 1881. The Rough Riders carried it up San Juan 
Hill, and it rode the range, the veldt and the gold felds 

Colt Single Action Army

Type: Single action, revolver
Caliber: .357 Magnum (tested), .45 Colt 

(other chamberings available)
Capacity: 6 rds. (5 recommended for safety)

Barrel: 5.5 in. (4.75 and 7.5 in. available)
Length: 11 in. (5.5-in. barrel)
Weight: 44 oz. (5.5-in. barrel)
Finish: Blue with case-hardened frame 

(full nickel fnish available)
Grips: Rubber
Sights: Blade (front), integral notch (rear)

Trigger: 3 lbs. (tested)
MSRP: N/A (Contact a Colt dealer)

Manufacturer: Colt’s Manufacturing Company 
800-962-2658, colt.com

with Major Burnham. Americans carried it to Europe during 
World War I, and Patton carried it there and to Africa 
during World War II. In 1969, John Wayne carried one to 
his only Oscar win.

For as long as young men have fantasized about gun-
fghters and saloons, toy versions of this gun have graced 
their hands. The Colt Single Action Army (SAA) revolver is 
a handgun that embodies the American spirit like no other. 
It’s considered a man’s gun because almost every man has 
dreamed of one. It’s an American man’s gun because when 
ruggedness and manliness were American qualities that 
mattered, it was the gun real men carried.

Wrap your hand around a Colt SAA, and you can almost 
feel an electric charge. Your thumb instinctively fnds the 
hammer, and as it’s retracted, you hear the unmistakable 
four clicks that signify this is, by God, a C-O-L-T. It’s the 

THE PRACTICAL PEACEMAKER

The Colt 
Single 
Action 
Army is 
the classic 
six-shooter, 
but we never 
recommend 
carrying it 
with more 
than fve.

The exqui-
site bluing 
and color 
case-hard-
ening is 
deserving 
of the ram-
pant Colt 
logo on the 
grips.
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frst sound Custer, Earp, Masterson, Patton and Wayne 
heard every time they thumbed that hammer, and for 
many an outlaw, gangster, road agent or ruffan, it’s the last 
sound they ever heard.

Some will profess that with 21st-century wondernines, 
ultra-compact mouse guns and accessory-railed tactical 
blasters, there’s no place for a single-action revolver. You 
cannot argue that Colt’s SAA is the premier fghting pistol, 
but that’s not the point. The 1873 Colt’s SAA — or Peace-
maker, as it’s been called — hasn’t existed for a century 
and a half because it’s the preeminent fghting pistol. It’s 
a work of art with a history and attachment to America. It’s 
also fun to shoot.

Most folks don’t just go out and buy a Colt SAA on a 
whim. The acquisition of Colt’s Peacemaker is, in most cases, 
the cure for an aching desire. Hard-working Americans 

generally don’t carry around enough pocket money to just 
pick one up, and not everyone can afford one. They’re not 
impulse buys or mass-produced gizmos like you’ll fnd on 
the counter at every gun shop. They’re hand-ftted me-
chanical sculptures created from forged steel. The hands 
of men shape them, and their sweat is impregnated within. 
Maybe money should not be a consideration. Samuel Colt 
once wrote, “Money is a trash I have always looked down 
upon that I never had handy to know how to appreciate 
it.” Funny thing: By the early 1850s, Colt had become one 
of the richest men in America.

Without exception, every time one of us handle Colt’s 
single action it fuels a fre burning within. It seems that 
there have always been other, more practical guns we 
needed, guns for personal protection and hunting, guns 
far less expensive. But at the half-century mark, a man 

When 
cocking the 
hammer of 
a real SAA, 
four clicks 
let you 
know it’s a  
C-O-L-T.
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realizes he only lives once, and sometimes you owe your-
self a present such as this 5½-inch-barrel Artillery Model 
chambered for .357 Magnum. Regardless of barrel length 
or caliber, gorgeous case-hardening and deep, dark bluing 
and hand ftment of parts are standard with every one.

There is something even more special about one that is 
yours. After a long session of fondling, the next purchase is 
usually a holster. G&A ordered the popular Galco strongside 
Western holster ($87) and slid it onto the company’s 1880’s 
leather cartridge belt ($130). That’s the type of rig an SAA is 
supposed to ride in. Then, we went to the range.

At 10 yards, it put bullets very near point of aim with 
.38 Special and .357 Magnum loads, and we were able to 
punch fve-shot groups measuring about 2 inches. Groups 

were similar from the bench at 25 yards, but the point of 
impact was a little left and high. This is common with just 
about every Colt’s SAA we picked up. (We had three.)

After the necessary load testing, the G&A staff stepped 

With prac-
tice, a Colt’s 
SAA can be 
loaded with 
the left or 
right hand. 
G&A recom-
mends you 
don’t use 
your fring 
hand.

The six-shot 
cylinder of 
the Colt’s 
Single 
Action Army 
is easy to 
remove for 
cleaning.

Color case- 
hardening 
like this  
is a process 
as its name 
implies. 
Many copies 
simply 
colorize or 
stain the 
steel to 
mimic this 
effect.

THE ULTIMATE 

SHOW-OF-FORCE 

OPTION

www.surefire.com/X300Ultra

THE 500-LUMEN X300
®

 ULTRA

A pistol-mounted light just might be your f nal escalation-of-force option before 

f ring. Make sure you’re using an X300® Ultra to identify threats and overwhelm 

their vision—keeping you in control. The extended-range of its 500-lumen beam 

provides you with increased distance from threats, giving you more options. The 

world’s ultimate pistol light just got better. X300 Ultra.
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PERFORMANCE

LOAD
WEIGHT 
(GRS.)

VEL. 
(FPS) ES SD

AVERAGE 
GROUP (IN.)

BEST 
GROUP (IN.)

.38 SPECIAL

Remington UMC MC 130 799 64 27 2.06 1.19

Black Hills CN Lead 158 799 21 10 1.89 1.77

DoubleTap Hardcast 158 1,048 58 23 3.11 2.59
.357 MAGNUM

Federal JHP 125 1,485 62 25 1.52 1.40

Federal Castcore 180 1,175 43 18 2.72 1.83

Notes: Chrono results were established by fring 10 shots over a Shooting Chrony po-
sitioned 10 feet from the muzzle. Average Group is the result of fve fve-shot groups 
fred with each load from a sandbag rest at 25 yards.

away from the bench. Soon, we were standing in a pile of 
brass that would make a handloader’s knees weak, and we 
consistently put fve shots into a 6-inch circle at 25 yards. 
That evening, a Ballistol wipe-down brought back the out-
of-the-box luster. The next day, another pile of empty cases.

You don’t have to own a horse, be a cowboy or fantasize 
about a shootout on the streets of Dodge City to enjoy 
the experience. They remain a viable defensive arm if for 
no other reason than they meet the “must have a gun” 
requirement. Surprisingly, they can be fred with intimidat-
ing rapidity with two-handed operation when the sup-
port-hand thumb is used to cock the revolver. Due to their 
safe single-action mode of operation and generally good 
triggers, they make great trail guns for hikers, hunters and 

those on wilderness excursions. While the original .45 Colt 
chambering might be the most popular for the modern 
man, the .38 Special/.357 makes more sense and is capa-
ble for medium-size game and all-size bad guys while also 
being a joy to shoot for nearly anyone.

Historically, the SAA is Colt’s (and possibly the world’s) 
most iconic and successful handgun. Between 1873 and 
today, it was only out of production for a brief period from 
the beginning of World War II to 1955. As much as has 
been written about the SAA and as long as it has been 
around, an unresolved debate continues, and that’s wheth-
er it is a left- or a right-hand gun. The truth is, it’s both.

Some claim Samuel Colt was left-handed, but he died 
(in 1862) long before the SAA was introduced. However, 



he was alive and well 
when the cap-and-
ball Colt Walker and 
1st, 2nd and 3rd 
Model Dragoons 
were produced. They 
were confgured with 
a cut-out on the right 
side, making them 
diffcult to cap when 
held in the right 
hand. Just as infuen-
tial, these handguns 
were designed as 
cavalry horse pistols, 
and many troopers 
wore their saber so 
it could be drawn and wielded by the right hand with the pistol holstered butt 
forward on the right side for left-hand access. Ultimately, with the realization 
that right-handed troops shot better with their right hand, the cavalry or reverse 
draw was instituted.

With the loading gate on the right side of a Single Action Army, some 
right-handed shooters fnd it easier to switch the SAA to the left hand for 
loading and unloading. We prefer to keep a handgun in the hand that will be 
shooting it, and open the gate with the shooting thumb, rotate and control the 
cylinder with our trigger fnger and load with the left hand. Essentially, the same 
procedure is used for unloading. Whether you’re right- or left-handed doesn’t 

matter; it’s safe to say that the Colt 
SAA is ambidextrous.

Colt offers a dozen standard mod-
els of the SAA. You have the option of 
color case-hardening and blued steel 
or full nickel plating. Available barrel 
lengths are 4¾, 5½ and 7½ inches in 
either .357 Magnum or .45 Colt. For a 
little more jingle, there are lots more 
options. Colt’s Custom Shop has been 
granting special requests for as long 
as the Single Action Army has been 
in existence. For example, on July 
24, 1885, Bat Masterson penned the 
following letter to Colt:

“Gents, Please send me one of your 
Nickel plated Short .45 Caliber revolv-
ers. It is for my own use and for that 
reason I would like to have a little Ex-
tra pains taken with it. I am willing to 
pay the Extra for Extra work. Make it 
very easy on the trigger and have the 
front Sight a little higher and thicker 
than the ordinary pistol of this Kind. 
Put on a gutta percha handle and send 
it as soon as possible. Have the barrel 
about the same length that the ejecting 
rod is.

Truly yours 
W.B. Masterson”

Colt’s still offers many of those 

There are 
many fne 
holsters 
for the 
Colt SAA. 
Though 
named 
the 1880’s 
Holster, 
Galco’s sad-
dle-leather 
Western rig 
is styled to 
those worn 
in American 
Western 
flms during 
the 1950s 
and ’60s.

877-721-6017
DRtrimmers.com

87
01

1X
 ©

 2
01

5

Call for FREE DVD and Catalog! 

TOLL-FREE

FREE SHIPPING 6 MONTH TRIAL
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Trimmer-on-Wheels

Just Got BETTER!
NEW 
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PRICE!

The NEW 

DR® TRIMMER/MOWER

TRIMS, MOWS waist-high grass and 
weeds.

CUTS BRUSH, SAPLINGS up to 3" thick 
with exclusive accessories.

THICKEST, LONGEST-LASTING CORD
available anywhere (225 mil SawTooth™). 

TOW-BEHIND
MODELS TOO!

Made In

The U.S.A.
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High Caliber Accuracy,

Quality & Reliability

See them all at:
www.windhamweaponry.com • Tel.: Toll Free: 1 855 808 1888
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Regardless 
of the barrel 
length, all 
Colt Single 
Action Army 
revolvers 
have a front 
sight that is 
integral to 
the barrel. 
It is narrow 
and can be 
diffcult to 
see in dimin-
ished light.

same custom alterations, to include additional chamberings such as .38-40, .44-
40 and .44 Special. You can also specify a bird’s-head grip, special grip materi-
als, gold or silver plating, even engraving.

You’ll likely own lots of guns during your lifetime. With time, there’ll be some 
your memory will overlook, but you’ll never forget your frst Colt SAA. Sitting 
around a campfre, a man might tell you about using his M9 to fend off terror-
ists. Another might describe how his duty revolver once saved him from a felon. 
There’ll be a story about a striker-fred auto never malfunctioning and another 
about a match won with a custom 1911. Let them regale you. When they’re 
done, pull your Colt from its leather, thumb the hammer back to its second 
notch, open the loading gate, and slowly slide the cartridges into the palm of 
your hand. Then, place the Colt on the table.

As mentioned earlier, G&A received three samples, and each was purchased 
at full value. An SAA sent to us for review will never be returned to Colt. 

If there is 
a detractor 
to the Colt 
SAA, it’s 
the fne rear 
sight notch. 
In the best 
of light, it is 
too narrow 
and hard to 
see. In low 
light, it can 
seem to be 
invisible. 
Originally 
produced 
between 
1890 to 
1989, and 
recently re-
introduced, 
Colt’s New 
Frontier ad-
dresses this 
issue with 
a fattop de-
sign and an 
adjustable 
rear sight.

SPORTSMAN’S 
DIRECTORY

NEW

336-608-9355

in the

gun bore

does not get stuck

makes more contact

reduces rod flexing

Patent

Pending

“I have been shooting (and cleaning) guns
for over 50 years….something so simple yet
so overdue and needed. . . . Thanks for
solving an age old problem for us shooters.” 

Guns & Ammo reader, Raymond F in Beverly Hills CA,

Sept 2013

TrianglePatch.com
Gun Cleaning Patch
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COPY TODAY!

CALL

PREMIER ISSUE NOW 

ON NEWSSTANDS!K
now someone interested in the shooting sports? Want 

to brush up on unfamiliar topics? If so, start off with 

Shoot 101, the ideal magazine for mastering the basics 

of safe, responsible shooting. Filled with educational and 

entertaining articles, Shoot 101 is a wealth of information for 

novice and expert shooters alike. Learn how to safely handle 

and fre various frearms. Break down different designs and 

understand how they work. Know how to select the proper 

ammunition for each and every task. Pick up your copy of 

Shoot 101 and become a better shooter.
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SHOOTING TIMES
• .338LM Loads for Hunting 
• Christensen Arms Rifes
• FN’s New FNS 9mm & .40 

Compacts 
$4.99 (U.S.)

RIFLESHOOTER
• First Look:  

Mossberg Patriot
• CZ’s Push-Feed 557 

$4.99 (U.S.)

FIND THE CURRENT ISSUES OF OUR OTHER 
FAVORITE MAGAZINES ON NEWSSTANDS:

CALL
800-260-6397

OR VISIT
store.intermediaoutdoors.com

TO ORDER NOW!

SHOOT101
• Savage’s New Semiauto 

.17 HMR 
• Basic Guide to Shooting 

Anything 
$8.99 (U.S.)

TRIGGER
• CZ’s Civilian-legal Scorpion 

9mm Subgun Pistol
• Bolt-Ons for Jeeps
• 6 AIWB Holsters 

$8.99 (U.S.)

WILDFOWL
• The Retriever Issue
• Speed Ball Ammo
• Yentzen Callers 

$4.99 (U.S.)

AIRING THE
WEEK OF television

2015

30
MARCH

• Have you seen a fame lick the end of a sup-
pressor after high-volume shooting? Guns 
& Ammo has this phenomenon captured in 
high defnition as Patrick Sweeney runs an 
AR until it glows, steams and smokes. Things 
get hot.

• Two new guns hitting the market are high-
lighted: Smith & Wesson’s compact M&P22 
pistol and SIG Sauer’s 556 in 7.62x39, a car-
tridge that is recently regaining considerable 
momentum among shooters.

• This week’s show is fnished off with a couple 
of compact personal defense guns as we 
look at good ways to protect yourself.

2015

6
APRIL

• Rock Island Armory has a new compact .380 
pistol nicknamed the “Baby Rock.” 

• G&A looks at Hornady’s new handgun load, 
then a new stainless .45 1911 is profled. 

• G&A columnist and co-host Kyle Lamb dis-
cusses his military experience with Beretta’s 
M9 pistol. 

• Suppressed ARs are also examined.

2015

13
APRIL

• G&A contributors reported from the 2015 
SHOT Show that suppressors continue to be 
gaining people’s awareness, and in this spe-
cial report, our staff addresses “wet” versus 
“dry” suppressor usage.

• This week’s show concludes with a mix-and-
match featuring several Beretta M9s by inter-
changing their parts, a component the U.S. 
Army demanded when it was in the process 
of awarding the frst contract in 1985.

2015

20
APRIL

• G&A’s May-issue cover story, the Springfeld 
Armory XD Mod.2 pistol, is testfred for the 
camera. The XD line has been incredibly 
successful across the last 15 years, and now 
the company introduces this.

• Ruger’s new SR-556 carbine appeals to end 
users in both features and price. 

• SIG Sauer just launched a highly anticipated 
P220 chambered for the powerful 10mm.

• Tom Beckstrand welcomes Greg Stube as the 
two U.S. Army veterans talk combat and how 
one pistol played a major role.

2015

27
APRIL

• Cutting-edge optics have a place on “Guns & 
Ammo TV”; this week the staff takes a look at 
a new offering from Leupold.

• Smith & Wesson has expanded its Perfor-
mance Center under the watchful eye of 
director Tony Miele, and we’ll be profling 
some of the unbelievable craftsmanship on 
pistols, revolvers and ARs.

• Can a suppressor be tuned? Here’s your op-
portunity to listen to resident experts discuss 
this very topic.

• And fnally, we close out this week’s show 
talking about Beretta’s 100 years in the semi-
automatic pistol industry.

AIR
TIMES
ARE

EASTERN 

Monday 9:00 p.m.
Monday 11:00 p.m.
Tuesday 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday 6:30 a.m.

Women are buying guns that best ft 
their needs and bodies, not those that 
ft in the traditional view of what a 
woman should have.

Women 
Guns

The National Shooting Sports 
Foundation (NSSF) recently 
released its comprehensive report, 
“Women Gun Owners: Purchasing, 
Perceptions and Participation.” Go 
online as G&A analyzes the topics 
in a four-part series. The results 
fy in the face of common public 
stereotypes.PH
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GunsandAmmo.com/women-guns



SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/7/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/7/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/7/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/7/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/7/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER

COUPON!

SUPER

COUPON!

SUPER

COUPON!

SUPER

COUPON!

SUPER

COUPON!

LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/7/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/7/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/7/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/7/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/7/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/7/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

WOWSUPER 
COUPON

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/7/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

WOWSUPER 
COUPON

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-
423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/7/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-
423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/7/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER
 

COUPON!

How Does Harbor Freight 
Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools 

at the LOWEST Prices?

We have invested millions 
of dollars in our own 
state-of-the-art quality test 
labs and millions more in 
our factories, so our tools 
will go toe-to-toe with the 
top professional brands. 
And we can sell them for a 
fraction of the price because 
we cut out the middle man 
and pass the savings on to 
you. It’s just that simple! 
Come visit one of our 
550 Stores Nationwide.

SUPER COUPON

LIMIT 1 - Save 20% on any one item purchased at our stores or 
HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. *Cannot be used with 
other discount, coupon, gift cards, Inside Track Club membership, 
extended service plans or on any of the following: compressors, 
generators, tool storage or carts, welders, fl oor jacks, Towable Ride-
On Trencher, Saw Mill (Item 61712/62366/67138), Predator Gas 
Power Items, open box items, in-store event or parking lot sale items. 
Not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 
date with original receipt. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/7/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

20%
OFFANY 

SINGLE 
ITEM

WOWSUPER 
COUPON

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/7/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

HIGHEST QUALITY

SAVE 
$200

SAVE 
$140

SAVE 
$70

SAVE 
66%

SAVE 
60%

SAVE 
66%

 $999 REG. 
PRICE 

$24 .99 

Item 
61637 
shown

LOT NO. 5889
61637/62281

 29 PIECE TITANIUM 
NITRIDE COATED

HIGH SPEED STEEL
DRILL BIT SET 

REG. PRICE $499. 99 

4000 PEAK/
3200 RUNNING WATTS

6.5 HP (212 CC) 
GAS GENERATORS

LOT NO.  69675/69728
CALIFORNIA ONLY 

LOT NO.   69676/69729/68528

• 70 dB 
Noise Level

Item 
 69676 
shown 

SUPER

   QUIET

SAVE 
$165

LOT NO.  69684/61776 
61969/61970

12" SLIDING COMPOUND 
DOUBLE-BEVEL MITER SAW 

WITH LASER GUIDE

Item 69684 
shown

 $7999 
REG. 

PRICE 
$169 .99 

LOT NO.  68049
62326/61253/61282 

• Weighs 77 lbs.

Item 
61253 
shown

20"

SAVE 
$90

 RAPID PUMP® 3 TON 
LOW PROFILE 
HEAVY DUTY 
STEEL 
FLOOR JACK 

 $29999 

 $13499 

6.5 HP  (212 CC) OHV
HORIZONTAL SHAFT 

GAS ENGINES  

 $9999 

 $9999 

LOT NO. 69727 
CALIFORNIA ONLY

LOT NO.   60363/69730 /68120 

Item 
69727 
shown

SAVE 
$180

SAVE 
50%

SAVE 
$150

REG. 
PRICE 

$279.99

REG. 
PRICE 

$249.99

  26", 4 DRAWER 
TOOL CART 

Item  95659 
shown 

LOT NO. 95659
61634/61952

• 580 lb. 
Capacity

 MECHANIC'S 
SHOP TOWELS

PACK OF 50 
 LOT NO. 46163

61878 /69649
61837

 $999 
REG. PRICE $19 .99 

Item 
46163
shownLOT NO. 94141

69874
61320
61913
61914

 TRIPLE BALL 
TRAILER HITCH 

 $1999 
REG. PRICE 

$59 .99 

Item  61229  shown

8 CHANNEL 
SURVEILLANCE DVR 

WITH 4 INFRARED CAMERAS

 $25999 REG. 
PRICE 

$399 .99 

LOT NO. 68332
61229/61624/62463

Over 2500 hours of 
recording time.

Item 93473 shown

 GUN SAFE/VAULT 
LOT NO.  

93473 /61581

REG. 
PRICE 

$149.99 $7999 

 7 FT. 4" x 9 FT. 6" 
ALL PURPOSE WEATHER 

RESISTANT TARP 

LOT NO. 877
69115/69137

69249/69129/69121 REG. PRICE $8 .99 
 $299 

Item 877 shown

 $599 REG. 
PRICE 

$14 .99 

LOT NO. 
 61259 
90764

32 PIECE 
SCREWDRIVER SET

Item 90764 
shown

SAVE 
60%

Item 90714 
shown

 8" HUNTING KNIFE 
WITH SURVIVAL KIT 

LOT NO. 90714
61733/61501

 $799 
REG. PRICE 

$19 .99 

SAVE 
60%

Item 94141 
shown

SUPER
 

COUPON!

REG. PRICE 
$299.99

Customer Rating

Item 68887 
shown

 90 AMP FLUX 
WIRE WELDER 

• No Gas Required

WE CARRY 
A FULL LINE OF 
WELDING WIRE

REG. PRICE 
$149.99 $10999 

$9779

SAVE
OVER 
$52

LOT NO.  
68887 /61849

LOT NO. 47257
61585/62387

 6" DIGITAL CALIPER 

REG. PRICE 
$29 .99 

 $999 

Includes two 1.5V SR44 
button cell batteries.

SAVE 
66% Item 47257 

shown



WOWSUPER 
COUPONWOWSUPER 

COUPON

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot 
be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original 
purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original 
coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/7/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER COUPON

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior purchase. 
Coupon good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. 
Offer good while supplies last. Shipping & Handling charges may apply if not 
picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. 
Valid through 8/7/15. Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day. 

FREE
WITH ANY PURCHASE

WOW SUPER 
COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/7/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-3567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/7/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/7/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/7/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/7/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/7/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/7/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-
423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/7/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-
423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/7/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/7/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/7/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/7/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/7/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER

COUPON!

SUPER

COUPON!

SUPER

COUPON!

SUPER

COUPON!

• 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
• Over 25 Million Satisfi ed Customers

• 550 Stores Nationwide
• HarborFreight.com    800-423-2567

• No Hassle Return Policy
• Lifetime Warranty On All Hand Tools

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/7/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LOWEST PRICES EVERYDAY
550 Stores
Nationwide

19"

40"

REG. PRICE $149. 99  $899 

 $6999 

$564

$5775

REG. PRICE 
$14.99

REG. PRICE 
$99.99

2500 LB. ELECTRIC WINCH 
WITH WIRELESS 

REMOTE CONTROL

Item 61258 
shown

LOT NO.  68146/61258 
61297/61840

SAVE 
62%

 2.5 HP, 21 GALLON, 125 PSI 
VERTICAL AIR COMPRESSOR 

LOT NO.  67847 
61454/61693

 $14999  $4999 
REG. PRICE $219 .99 

SAVE 
$70

Item 67847 
shown

SAVE 
$340

AWARD
WINNING
QUALITY

LOT NO.     68784
69387/62270/62591

 44", 13 DRAWER 
INDUSTRIAL QUALITY 

ROLLER CABINET 

Item 
68784
shown

• Weighs 
245 lbs.

 $25999 REG. 
PRICE 

$399 .99 

1195 LB. CAPACITY
4 FT. x 8 FT.

HEAVY DUTY FOLDABLE 
UTILITY TRAILER

LOT NO. 
 90154/62170 

• DOT 
certifi ed

Item 
90154 
shown

1/2" ELECTRIC 
IMPACT WRENCH

LOT NO. 
68099/45252
69606/61173

REG. 
PRICE 

$69 .99  $3799 

Item 68099 
shownSAVE 

45%

SAVE 
50%

LARGE
LOT NO.  68497

61360 

MEDIUM
LOT NO.  68496 

61363

X-LARGE
LOT NO.  68498 

61359

POWDER-FREE 
NITRILE GLOVES 

PACK OF 100

 $649 
YOUR CHOICE!

REG. PRICE 
$11.99

Item 
68498 
shown

• 5 mil. 
thickness

SAVE 
45%

LOT NO. 61451

 $499 REG. 
PRICE 
$9 .99 

 9 PIECE FULLY POLISHED 
COMBINATION WRENCH SETS 

AMMO BOX

SAE
LOT NO. 

42304/69043

METRIC
LOT NO. 

42305/69044

YOUR CHOICE!
Item 

42304 
shown

 60", 4 DRAWER 
HARDWOOD WORKBENCH 

 $13999 
REG. PRICE $249 .99 

LOT NO.   93454  
69054/62603

Item 93454 
shown

SAVE 
$110

 LOW-PROFILE 
CREEPER 

• 300 lb. 
Capacity REG. PRICE $49 .99 

LOT NO.  69262
2745/69094

61916 

 $1999 

Tools sold 
separately.

Item 2745 
shown

 $199 REG. 
PRICE 
$4 .99 

MAGNESIUM FIRE 
STARTER

LOT NO.  
66560
69457 

Item 66560 
shown

 500 LB. CAPACITY 
ALUMINUM CARGO CARRIER 

LOT NO. 
92655
69688
60771

Item 92655 
shown  $7999 REG. 

PRICE 
$149 .99 

Item 61523 
shown

 $8999 

HIGH LIFT RIDING 
LAWN MOWER / ATV LIFT

LOT NO. 61523 60395
62325/62493

REG. PRICE $149 .99 

SAVE 
$60

SAVE 
$100

20-60 x 60mm 
SPOTTING SCOPE 

WITH TRIPOD

 $3999 
REG. PRICE $69 .99 

LOT NO. 
94555SAVE 

42%

SAVE 
$140

SAVE 
60%

SAVE 
60%

SAVE 
$70

10  FT. x 10 FT. 
POPUP 

CANOPY 
LOT NO.   

69456  
62384
62513

Item 62384 
shown

SAVE
OVER 

$42

SUPER
 

COUPON!

• 300 lb. 
Capacity

Customer Rating

VALUE

$699 

3-1/2" SUPER BRIGHT

NINE LED 

ALUMINUM

FLASHLIGHT
ITEM 69052

69111/62522/62573
Item 69052 shown

SUPER

COUPON!$35999

REG. PRICE $699.99

 $38999 



SPENT CASES

104 G&A may 2015

RACEGUNNER
MICKEY FOWLER is shown using a heavily customized 
revolver ftted with a heavy bull barrel optimized for 
low-recoiling .38 Specials. The vintage Aimpoint Elec-
tronic sight was a detachable red dot aiming system new 
to the U.S. market in 1976. It was always very popular 
with action-pistol shooters, particularly in the Bianchi 
Cup matches where competitors were encouraged to use 
advanced technology in gaming this event.

The Bianchi Cup was created by former police offcer 

and holster maker John Bianchi; Ray Chapman, one 
of the original “Combat Masters”; and Richard Nich-
ols, who worked with Bianchi. The frst Bianchi Cup, in 
1979, was won by Ron Lerch, but Fowler would take 
home the title in 1980, 1981 and 1982. Fowler would 
later win his fourth and fnal title 14 years later in 1996, 
which required him to best an incredible ensemble of 
action-pistol legends such as Doug Koenig, Bruce Piatt, 
Rob Leatham and John Pride. 



#EXPERIENCE #MANDP AT SMITH-WESSON.COM/MPRIFLES

M&P® 15 SPORT
TM

.  AN EXPERIENCE YOU HAVE TO FEEL TO BELIEVE.

FEEL PERFORMANCE BACKED BY OUR LEADERSHIP IN MODERN SPORTING RIFLES. PLUS 

A LIFETIME SERVICE POLICY THAT LETS YOU SET YOUR SIGHTS ON JUST ONE THING – 

MORE ADRENALINE. 

M&P®15 SPORTTM



Super Carry .45 ACP pistols establish a new benchmark for concealed carry 

and personal defense. Built in the Kimber® Custom Shop,™ no aspect of 

usability, dependability or performance was compromised. Round heel 

frames are easier to conceal and more comfortable to carry. Barrels, 

chambers and triggers are machined to critical match grade dimensions for 

superior accuracy. Directionally-engaging serrations guarantee fast, positive 

operation. The KimPro® II finish is self-lubricating and extremely resistant 

to both moisture and salt. Quality and performance are everything in a 

carry pistol and Super Carry models deliver both to an unequaled degree. 

Visit the nearest Kimber Master Dealer and see for yourself.

kimberamerica.com

        (888) 243-4522

T H E  C H O I C E  O F  A M E R I C A ’ S  B E S T

All Super Carry pistols have custom 

features like night sights with cocking 

shoulder, ambidextrous thumb safety and 

rounded/blended edges that will not snag. 

The Super Carry Pro™ .45 ACP is one 

of four models with a light weight 

aluminum frame for easier carry. It has a 

4-inch barrel and weighs only 28 ounces.

The Super Carry Pro HD™ .45 ACP is one 

of three HD models with a stainless steel 

frame for hard use. It has a 4-inch barrel 

and weighs 35 ounces.

©2012, Kimber Mfg., Inc. All rights reserved. Information and specif cations are for reference only and subject to change without notice.

Kimber of ers nearly 200 purpose-built pistols and rif es to meet any need.

Unequaled Quality. Unmatched Performance.

Super Carry Pistols.

The Super Carry Ultra+™ .45 ACP has a 3-inch barrel for easy concealment and 

a full-length grip with round heel for additional control and comfortable carry. 

It weighs just 27 ounces. 


