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WORLD EXCLUSIVE

The utterly stunning all-new Norton V4 is 
finally here – with an all-British engine

I
t’s proving impossible to look 
away. Despite trying to hold a 
coherent conversation with 
Stuart Garner, CEO of Norton and 

the man responsible for bringing the 
legendary British brand back into ex-
istence, the glinting silver form of the 
new V4 RR is simply too distracting. 

But it’s not the bling bodywork 
glinting in the sunshine that’s catch-
ing my eye, it’s the sheer level of detail, 
the intricacy of the design touches, 
the remarkable attention to detail 
and the pure metal pornography of it 
that’s proving so utterly captivating. 
This isn’t just a bike, it’s a work of art. 

“The new V4 takes Norton for-

wards,” says Garner. “When we got 
the brand we always wanted to be 
modern and to make modern bikes, 
but the budget and resources needed 
for design engineers and a supply chain 
to make a bike that’s not embarrassing, 
something that can stand up against 
BMW’s RR or a Ducati Panigale, or an 
R1 or a Blade is just huge. Those guys 
have spent tens and tens, or hundreds 
of millions of dollars and have ten, 
twenty, thirty years of development 
behind the platform – and for us to go 
into that arena and not be embarrassed 
is a massive ask. 

“We were deciding engine options 
five to six years ago, as to whether 
we went inline four or V4. We got 
specialist engineers in to help with 
the decision, and we even looked as 

to whether it could be a triple or a V5. 
We had a beautiful situation where 
we had a blank sheet of paper, and 
we didn’t have a V-twin platform to 
follow like Ducati, or an inline-four 
like the Japanese, or a triple platform 
like Triumph. So it was ace, because 
Norton could go in any direction we 
wanted to. So what we tried to do is 
make an engineering decision on what 
was best, and then make a brand deci-
sion on what was best.

“The engineers did all their calcula-
tions and worked out which configura-
tion gave us the best balance of power, 
performance, and packaging – which 
is one of the most important things on 
a bike. And after they’d been through 
all their metrics, they ended up with a 
V4. They then brought that to me, and 

I had to decide what engine configura-
tion the next Norton would be. I felt 
that the space Norton could make the 
biggest footprint and create an impact 
with an engine that we would become 
known for, was a V4. 

“I also tried to put myself in the 
mindset and shoes of the design engi-
neers who made the Manx race bikes 
back in the 1950s, because what they 
were doing was cutting-edge in their 
day. So we asked ‘what would those 
guys do now?’ We like to think that 
they would have done what we’ve 
done with the V4. And we made that 
decision for the SG1 [TT race bike]. The 
world didn’t quite get it, but we’d taken 
that decision, and that’s why we put 
an Aprilia V4 in it. 

“We’re making a brand new mo-

torcycle from scratch and wanted to 
was to prove as many sections of the 
bike as quickly and practically and 
cost-effectively as possible. Engine, 
electronics and chassis are all inter-
linked; if the engine is unreliable I can’t 
do anything, I can’t prove my chassis, 
and I can’t prove the electronics. And 
when we’re using the Isle of Man TT 
to test our bike, one lap is 37 miles, so 
I really need that reliability. 

“So we took the decision to use an 
engine that was already proven so 
that we could develop our chassis and 
electronics. And now, at TT 2016, we 
had a chassis that was working and 
we’d got complete control of the Bosch 
IMU, so that our traction control, anti 
wheelie, launch control, downshifts, 
everything – were all controlled by 

Not a fan of silver? This is the 

V4 SS, complete with carbon 

fibre wheels. All 200 are 

already sold, sorry

By Richard Newland

MCN DEPUTY EDITOR
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NEW V4 RR
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NORTON IN DETAIL

Not a face you could win a staring competition against. The lights are all LED

The beautiful swingarm is made from a 70kg billet, machined down to just 3.5kg

High-def full-colour dash shows all the V4’s functions, including the rear view

No ugly numberplate hanger here, 

it will mount off the swingarm instead

The finish is stunning. The seat was 

one of the hardest parts to get right

WORLD
EXCLUSIVE

Norton. So with the chassis and elec-
tronics sorted, it was finally time for 
us to look at our own engine. 

“It’s been a massive task. When was 
the last time a major manufacturer 
made a proper clean-sheet superbike? 
It was probably BMW’s S1000RR, or the 
beginning of the YZF-R1 or FireBlade. 

“And of course we’d prove everything 
at a 116mph lap, and it would work, then 
we’d go to 120mph, and nothing would 
work – it was all scrap. Our rider Ian 
Mackman would come in looking like 
he’d done 10 rounds with Muhammad 
Ali. He could go faster, he wasn’t at his 
limit, but he couldn’t wrestle the damn 
thing round any faster. So we’d have to 
go back to design and make the changes 
we needed to make the next step for-
ward. We change the swingarm and go 

121mph, and then the front end didn’t 
work. We’d sort that and go 122mph, 
then the swingarm didn’t work again. 
It’s taken from SG3 to SG4 to SG5, so 
three TTs, to get a serious package to-
gether. The difference between 3 and 
5 is huge – it’s almost embarrassing 
when we look at it now. 

“Manufacturers have taken the de-
velopment of sportsbikes so far that the 
marketing men have convinced buyers 
that they need 200bhp. So now, they’re 
not marketing a bike on its lifestyle or 
brand, it’s just a numbers proposition. 
We’re in a great position at Norton be-
cause we can differentiate here. Norton 
can offer a lifestyle proposition with a 
Dominator, Commando, Café Racer, 
and our numbers proposition would 

‘When was the last 
time a major manu-
facturer made an 
all-new superbike?’ Continued over
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As development mules go, this is rather exclusive line-up – from SG1 to SG5

Radical liquid retention
There has been a glut of new bikes revealed over 
recent weeks using carbon fibre in ever-increas-

ing applications, but the new Norton V4 is the only 
one to use a carbon fibre fuel tank. The tank, built 
by carbon gurus BST in South Africa, is of full car-
bon construction, then reinforced with kevlar for 
impact resistance, and finally chemically lined to 

make it safe for holding petrol.

Holding it together
The main frame is a polished, hand built 

aluminium twin-tube shotgun chassis on 
the SS, and a cast frame and swingarm on 

the RR. The engine acts as a stressed mem-
ber, and features an adjustable headstock 

angle, and swingarm pivot. The frame is 
actually 3kg lighter than the SG5 race bike’s. 

The RR also gets a cast swingarm and cast 
outriggers, but the weight difference is 

minimal according to design chief Simon 
Skinner (see right). The frame takes around 

26 hours to polish, by hand. 

Power and control
The V4 uses the ubiquitous Bosch Inertial 
Measurement Unit (IMU) to give the rider 

full control of the 200bhp on offer. It 
features multi-level traction-control, anti-
wheelie, engine braking strategies, cruise 

control and launch control along with a 
datalogging system for use on the track. 

There’s launch control as standard, too. In 
addition, there’s a quickshifter, autoblip-

per, fly-by-wire throttle, with all functions 
being controlled via the full-colour high-

definition 7-inch screen. 

The power to move you
At the heart of Norton’s new V4 is the, er, V4. Completely de-

signed and developed by Norton and engine specialists 
Ricardo, the 1200cc 72-degree V-twin is delivering 200bhp+ in 

standard road trim, and another 10bhp with the race system fit-
ted. The engines will all be built at Norton’s factory. The engine 

uses titanium valves, a 6-speed cassette gearbox and a race-
bred slipper clutch, quickshifter and autoblipper.

Rolling stock
The standard RR model (pictured) will roll on OZ wheels, 
which are super-lightweight and fit with Norton’s design 

brief, while the top-end SS model will use BST-made carbon 
fibre wheels, which shave another 1.7kg off the mass of the 
wheels, reducing unsprung mass, moment of inertia, and 

increasing agility on road and track.

be the new V4 superbike.  
“There’s an interesting dilemma 

for Norton when it comes to scale, 
and what’s best for the brand. I think 
that’s selling 4-5000 Nortons every 
year. We’re selling up to 1000 each year 
right now, but the V4 will change the 
game next year, then a year after that 
we’re looking at another new engine 
platform to change the game again. That 
will take us towards 4000 units, and 
we will continue to have super special 
bikes and a race team. We can’t exist off 
500 bikes a year, we can tootle along, 
but we can’t develop the next engine 
on those numbers. There is a sweet spot 
between that and high volume sales, 
and that’s where we’re aiming to get to. 

“We’ve made the RR to be under-
stressed, so that we can easily hit 
200bhp without having to push the 
engine. That’s one of the reasons we 
went for a 1200, not a 1000, but even 
so, the bike is very compact – smaller 
physically than some of the other 
1000s. The bike is superbike size, but 
the engine is oversized, so we’ve got 
a stack of torque because we’ve got a 
bigger engine, which makes it easier 
to ride and get the most out of. 

“One of our strengths here is know-
ing what we can do, and what we can’t. 
That’s how we ended up with Ricardo 
when we started to develop our own 
V4. We felt we needed to get a glob-
ally experienced engine development 
company in to come and help us. And 

‘All 200 V4 SS mod-
els are already sold, 
now we will make 
available the V4 RR’

very luckily we had a relationship 
with VPRO, which ended up being 
absorbed by Ricardo, and we’ve ended 
up developing a really good relation-
ship with them. 

“All of the engines will be built here 
in the UK in new engine workshops 
at Donington Hall which are being 
planned now. We will produce every-
thing other than cast parts, and will 
make enough of the platform to have a 
good handle on the bike, and have some 
control. Whatever is too difficult to do 
in house at our scale will be bought in. 
But what we buy in will be world-class, 
like Öhlins, Brembo, Bosch – but if we 
can do it ourselves, we will – it’s a key 
value for me.

“Since we moved to Donington Hall 
three years ago we’ve grown up so 
much that we can now cope with a 
new platform. I think finally the job 
has come together, from a dealer basis, 
an engineering basis, service, parts and 
warranty basis, the new building to 
house our production, and the academy 
to give us a talent pool. We’ve emerged 
from our early years as a fully-formed 
motorcycle manufacturer. I think if we 
had brought this V4 to market three 
years ago, we’d have fallen over. 

“All 200 V4 SS models are already 
sold, and we’ll make available the first 
batch of 250 V4 RRs for order now. 
We’ve taken a few orders already, 
and you can order one on the stand at 
Motorcycle Live this weekend – with a 
few nice extra money-can’t-buy incen-
tives – like getting to set it up in pitlane 

at the Isle of Man TT, and getting a few 
laps of the course, too.”

And what the team has created will 
be the fastest, most technologically 
advanced and most powerful Brit-
ish production superbike ever. The 
limited-edition £44,000 SS version 
is beyond everyone’s reach as they’re 
all sold already, but anyone able to part 
with £28,000 for the V4 RR is unlikely 
to feel short-changed. Where else can 
you buy a hand-built British superbike 
with class-leading spec and such an 
iconic name on the tank? 

It’s not just a vanity project designed 
in a boardroom and punted out as a 
cynical piece of incoherent design to 
keep the coffers swollen, either. The 
engineering is truly impressive, and 
so is the quality, the detail, the fit and 
finish. Go to Motorcycle Live and see it 
for yourself. Wherever you look there’s 

quality engineering, blended endear-
ingly with cutting-edge technology.

Garner said: “We’ve tried to move 
the bar with this bike; with the chas-
sis, the swingarm, the carbon, the 
electronics, and a V4 with 1200cc, 
banging out north of 200bhp. We’ve 
looked at where the competition is, 
and thought ‘how do we beat it?’ We 
wanted to create a bike that’s not lesser 
spec than the competition, but a V4 
that is at least where the cream of the 
market is today, and then go past that. 
A V4 that delivers everything with a 
little bit more swagger, and a little bit 
more exclusivity, but with a hand-built 
finish and exclusive numbers.”

“What gets me every time is the 
passion and enthusiasm of the Norton 
team, and I’m so proud that we’ve got 
the brand back to a stable footing that 
gives all of us confidence in the future.”
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Simon Skinner is 

head of design at 

Norton, and the man 

from whose brain 

this stunning new 

Norton was born.

“Getting the geometry of 

the bike right was a massive 

challenge, especially as we 

wanted to make it a 1200,” says 

Skinner. “It’s a really tricky 

packaging challenge to get the 

weight distribution right while 

using a big V4. From day one we 

had to get everyone on board to 

make an engine and package as 

small as possible.

“You have to start with the end 

game, then work your way back to 

achieve it. I had to get Ricardo to 

stick a square peg in a round hole 

so that we could build a really 

compact superbike. And moving 

to our own engine changed the 

Total control
At the sharp end sits a fully adjustable 

Öhlins NIX30 fork, clamped by a complete-
ly bespoke machined billet triple clamp. 
The top yoke was the first part of the bike 
Simon Skinner designed.  At the rear is a 
bespoke version of Öhlins’ TTXGP fully 

adjustable monoshock acting on a simply 
stunning single-sided swingarm which is 

machined from a single 70kg block of billet. 
The finished swingarm weighs 3.5kg.

Top-spec anchors
Taking care of the brunt of the braking force 

is a pair of fat Brembo M50 calipers, the 
lightest and most powerful current produc-

tion brakes. They bite down on a pair of 
330mm discs, with all the pumping force 

coming from a Brembo radial master cylin-
der, fitted with a bespoke machined Norton 
brake lever. At the rear there’s a single disc 

matched to another Brembo caliper. 

Dressed to thrill
Both the RR and SS boast carbon fibre bodywork, with the 

fender, main fairings, nose section and tail unit all being 
created in carbon. The SS is presented in a beautiful plain 

carbon finish, while the RR is painted as a TT replica, using 
a special silver-impregnated paint which is incredibly dif-
ficult to work with . The finished effect looks like chrome.

0800 7836 191whitedalton.co.uk
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SIMON SKINNER THE MAN WITH THE PLAN

‘We’ve beaten all 
the constraints. 
The V4 is exactly 
what I wanted’
game massively. 

“The Aprilia V4 engine is a 

65-degree, ours is 72. Their 

engine is a 1000cc, ours is 

a 1200cc. The layout of our 

engine is very different to 

theirs, and we’ve used a lot of 

engineering tricks to make ours 

more compact. Even though it’s 

20% bigger in capacity, with a 

bigger V-angle, it’s the same 

size as Aprilia’s in profile.

“Ideally what we needed was 

a 90-degree V, so you can ditch 

the balancer shaft, but then you 

end up with really weird chassis 

geometry. So the 72-degree is 

a compromise between chassis 

geometry, weight distribution 

and engine performance. A 

slightly wider V, like ours, also 

gives a better looking engine, 

and that’s important further 

down the line so we can make a 

Engine 72-degree, V4, 1200cc
Power 200bhp+ @ 12,500rpm
Torque 95.88ftlb @ 10,000rpm
Chassis Polished aluminium twin 
tube Shotgun frame with single-
sided swingarm. Suspension Fully-
adjustable …hlins NIX30 fork. Fully-
adjustable …hlins TTXGP rear shock. 
Brakes 2 x 330mm full-floating discs. 
Radially-mounted Brembo Monobloc 
calipers. Brembo discs, and Brembo 
master cylinder. 
Dry weight 199kg  Fuel capacity 18L
Electronics Multi-setting traction-
control, wheelie control, launch control 
and cruise control. Uses six-axis Inertial 
Measurement Unit (IMU).
Dash Full-colour 7-inch screen with 
Road, Track and Pro-Race and rear-view 
camera and build-in datalogger.
Ignition Keyless ignition system

NORTON V4 SS £44,000 

& V4 RR £28,000

TECH SPEC

naked version. I wanted the engine 

to be beautiful in its own right.

“The electronics are still in 

development, but electronics 

won’t make a bad bike good, they 

can only make a good one better. 

So you need a good fundamental 

bike beneath you, and that’s what 

we’ve developed at the Isle of Man. 

“But this isn’t the TT bike with 

lights bolted on – this was a clean-

sheet design. So while this bike 

came from everything we learnt 

with the SG5, this is a completely 

different bike, and will become the 

basis of next year’s TT bike. 

“Engine-wise the output had to 

begin with a 2. Whether it’s 205, 

206, 210bhp – it doesn’t make 

much difference, but it has to start 

with a 2. The race system on this 

bike will give it another 10bhp. The 

standard road system will have 

a twin underseat exhaust, and is 

Euro4 compliant.  

“I lost the most sleep over 

making sure that we could deliver 

this level of motorcycle from a 

supply chain and quality point of 

view, because this really does 

raise the game for Norton. 

“We’ve completely gone to 

town on making everything real, 

I don’t want it to be fake style like 

a new Thruxton R, we had to go 

another step to make everything 

a level above. We’ve mixed proper 

engineering with high technology. 

“The Dominator is core to the 

brand, and if you turn up anywhere 

on one you’re absolute superstar, 

and it’s a bit special. But this is a 

really different project – an all-

new Norton. I had to ask myself 

so many times, ‘What is a new 

Norton?’, and if Norton had carried 

on building superbikes from the 

F1, or Commando 850 days, what 

would we be building now? I’ve 

had to fill that gap in, and this is 

what I think we would be building. 

“We’ve beaten all the 

production constraints into 

submission to deliver the vision, 

and it was really awkward at time, 

but we’ve made it happen. It’s 

exactly what I wanted.”
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BMW reveal their most exclusive 
motorcycle ever, a carbon-framed 
‘HP4 Race’ version of the S1000RR

CARBON 
SHOCKERR

T
he concept behind the HP4 Race 
is to introduce the idea of a main 
frame and wheels made from 
carbon-fibre into a production 

motorcycle,” explains BMW project 
leader Christian Gonschor at the Mi-
lan show, where BMW unveiled their 
surprise addition to the 2017 line-up. 
“It is a deeper look at this new technol-
ogy and also the opportunity to offer 
customers a very advanced machine 
that certainly won’t disappoint them.”

Somewhat annoyingly, for BMW, the 
fanfare of the HP4 Race’s debut at the 
Milan Motorcycle Show was muted by 
Ducati and its Superleggera, revealed 
the day before. However, while both of 
these bikes use carbon-fibre technol-
ogy, they do it in very different ways. 

“The technology for the construc-
tion of the wheel rims and frame is 
very important,” says Gonschor. “We 
have many patents and innovations in 
the construction of these components. 
When our carbon parts leave their 
mould, they are ready to go, much 
like an aluminium part would be, and 
have very little, if any, variations in 
their construction. We have simplified 

HIGHLIGHTS

O�BMW carbon-fibre frame
O�BMW carbon-fibre wheels 
O�BMW carbon-fibre fairings
O�Öhlins suspension
O�Limited edition for late 2017

the whole construction procedure to 
the point where it is ready for mass 
production with precise tolerances in 
flexibility and with none of the varia-
tions in construction you get with hand 
built one-off carbon parts.”

While this may not seem very radi-
cal, what BMW has done is effectively 
open the doors to using carbon-fibre 
in the same was as metal is currently 
used – something Gonschor admits is 
a target of the HP4 Race project. And 
it’s a field of technology that BMW’s car 
division is already very experienced in.

Vehicles such as the BMW i3 and i8 
already use carbon body structures, 
which are lighter and stronger than 
metal. BMW actually went as far as buy-
ing 49% of carbon-fibre manufacturer 
SGL Group to give them a headstart in 
this new technology. But what does it 
bring to the motorcycle world?

“As well as being lighter, a carbon 

By Jon Urry

MCN CONTRIBUTOR

WWW.MOTORCYCLENEWS.COM
FULL MILAN COVERAGE AT

chassis allows you to play with every 
geometrical item – stiffness, flex, eve-
rywhere. If you know what you want, 
you can achieve it. With an aluminium 
frame you are far more limited,” says 
Gonschor. “For sure it will always cost 
a premium, but like our car colleagues 
have done with the i3 and i8, we are 
moving to the next step.” But does it 
work in practice?

“If you want to show the performance 
of the frame and wheels, what is the 

BMW

2016

MILAN

SHOW SPECIAL

‘It’s not hand-built, 

we are ready to 

mass-produce 

carbon frames’
BMW’S CHRISTIAN GONSCHOR

Carbon wheels 

should greatly lower 

rotational mass

HP4 Race was surprise  

addition to the range
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The V7 gets a decent glut of changes 
for 2017, which both drag it into Euro4 
compliance, and make it a more at-
tractive bike to own. Available in four 
versions, the range comprises updated 
versions of the Stone, Special, and 
Racer, as well as a special Anniversario 
limited edition for 2017, celebrating 
50 years of the V7 model. 

Now called the V7 III, the range gets 
a 10% hike in power, to 51bhp, while 
torque peaks at 44.25ftlb. The 21-litre 
fuel tank is unchanged, while it gets a 
new cap, injector covers, sidepanels 
and a new seat unit – which offers a 
new, lower, 770mm perch. The clocks 
– a single unit on the Stone, twin on 
the rest – are also updated. 

The frame hasn’t escaped un-
changed. A new front section is 

claimed to be stiffer, giving better 
control and feedback, and slightly 
new geometry to improve steering 
response. ABS and traction control 
are still in evidence, while the latter 
now boasts two modes – one for the 
dry and one for the wet.

While the three updated models 
follow their existing style briefs, the 
new addition – the Anniversario – is 
being built in a limited run of just 750. 
It comes with a chrome-finished tank, 
leather saddle and brushed aluminium 
mudguards – and looks superb.

HIGHLIGHTS

O�Four-bike range

O�744cc transverse V-twin

O�10% power increase

O�New chassis design

O�Special Anniversario model

MOTO GUZZI 
REVAMP V7

best thing to put it on? A current World 
Superbike-spec bike! An S1000RR is 
ready to go close to the limit, but to 
really reach the limit you need to use 
a complete Superbike-spec bike and 
that involves the best components on 
the market,Ó says Gonschor.

In the HP4 Race prototype this means 
top of the range WSB-spec …hlins 
suspension, Brembo brakes and an 
engine that is also very close to WSB-
specification. Will these components 

You wait all year, then two 

carbon-framed superbikes 

come along at once...

BMW have mastered mass production techniques to fabricate carbon HP4 frame

make their way on to the production 
version? While Christian Gonschor 
wouldnÕt be drawn on the precise speci-
fication of the final version of the HP4 
Race, it is believed to be very similar 
to the prototype and be a track-only 
machine with a price tag that reflects 
its high specification. A fact backed up 
by BMWÕs President Stephan SchallerÕs 
confirmation that the final version  of 
the HP4 Race will be an exclusive lim-
ited series machine when it arrives in 

the second half of 2017. 
ÒWith the HP4 Race advanced pro-

totype, we want to show the world 
that we are ready to mass-produce a 
carbon mainframe and that it is not just 
a hand-built prototype,Ó concludes 
Gonschor. ÒThe bike is a kind of taste 
of the future and in the first half of 
next year we will reveal more infor-
mation about the bike such as weight, 
specification, production volume and 
of course, price.Ó

It’s nothing if 

it’s not stealthy

A year after the launch of the new V9 

models, Guzzi have given the pair a 

small tickle to address early concerns 

over comfort, and opened up a huge 

range of accessories.

The Roamer now has a slightly 

different riding position, with the 

footpegs mounted 100mm further 

back, and 35mm higher, changing the 

rider positioning for better control, 

and creating a little more room for 

taller riders. The seat is also new, 

and set at 785mm. Effectively taking 

over the mantle of the Nevada, Guzzi 

are pushing the Roamer’s touring 

capabilities, and have created a 

mass of GT accessories to make it a 

continent-crosser – from big screens 

to luggage racks and panniers. 

Meanwhile, the Bobber gets the 

same mods to the footpeg position, 

while the seat is more padded for 

improved bum comfort, still at an 

altitude of 785mm. 

MOTO GUZZI V9
THE FACTS O�54.3bhp O�199kg O�Seat height 785mm

HIGHLIGHTS

O�Comfort updates

O�853cc transverse V-twin

O�Roamer touring accessories

Bobber’s footpegs are now moved up 

and back; the seat gets more padding

Seat is lower, power is up 

by 10%. What’s not to like?

THE FACTS O�51bhp O�209kg 

O�Seat height 770mm
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‘We want to be 
one of the top 

three European 
manufacturers’

MCN: What percentage of off-road 

compared to road bikes do you 

envisage selling?

OG: “I think we will grow to 35,000 in 

By Jon Urry

H
aving been purchased in 2013 
and run under the KTM Group 
since, Husqvarna’s recent for-
tunes have been transformed 

and they have now seen sustained 
growth for the last three years. 

With total motorcycle sales now 
standing at 21,500 for 2016, an increase 
of 32% year on year, Husqvarna are now 
setting a target of 30,000 for 2017 and 
at the Milan Show unveiled their new 
range of road motorcycles – the 401 
Svartpilen and 401 Vitpilen as well as 

the stunning 401 Aero concept bike. 
All use KTM’s 390 single cylinder 

motor and the 401 Svartpilen and 
401 Vitpilen are scheduled to go into 
production in late 2017. MCN spoke to 
Husqvarna’s MD, Oliver Göhring to 
find out how he sees the company’s 
future developing.

MCN: Where has Husqvarna’s 

growth come from?

OG: “We have a complete, unmatched, 
lineup of enduro competition bikes. 
This is the backbone of Husqvarna 
and our new range of significantly 

improved bikes has driven sales. We 
have also diversified, with the 701 
Supermoto and Enduro added to the 
line-up, which have sold over 5000 
units globally.”

MCN: You have now revealed the 

401 models, how important are road 

bikes in Husqvarna’s future?

OG: “A dominant role. We want to be-
come one of the top three motorcycle 
manufacturers in Europe and to pro-
duce more than 60,000 units. You can’t 
simply achieve this with off-road, you 
need to diversify.”

off-road sales before hitting a plateau 
and so 25-40,000 road bikes I would 
say. The new 401s will not be our only 
road bikes. We will increase the 701 
range and in years to come produce 
bigger bikes.”

MCN: The 401 is scheduled to arrive 

in late 2017, why the delay?

OG: “We presented the concept bike 
in 2014 and you can’t shorten a devel-
opment process - three years is very 
fast. Also, the bikes will be produced in 
Austria, so we need to create the pro-
duction facilities. The engines will be 

HUSQVARNA’S 
NEW DAWN
Two new models for 2017, with more to come

HUSKY REBORN

The Dainese Specialists

We have NEW 2017 Products as well as some great 
offers so look forward to seeing you there

Dainese
Wolverhampton

01902 424516

www.dainese.me.uk

If you’re looking for a 
particular item 

just let us know and we’ll 
bring it to the show

Hall 2
Stand number 2D42



DORSODURO HIGHLIGHTS

O�New 896cc 90-degree V-twin engine

O�USD fully adjustable 41mm Kayaba forks

O�New three-split spoke wheels 2kg lighter

SHIVER HIGHLIGHTS

O�New 4.3-inch dash

O�Ride-by-wire with rider modes

O�Traction control and ABS as 

standard

DORSODURO 

FACTS  

O�93.9bhp  

O�Seat height 

870mm  

O�Torque 66ftlb 

@ 6500rpm

SHIVER FACTS  

O�93.9bhp  

O�Seat height 810mm  

O�Torque 66ftlb @ 6500rpm

#MCNwednesday
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HUSQVARNA’S HOT MIDDLEWEIGHTS

built in India, but the whole bike will 
be assembled in Austria using European 
parts to make it a premium product.”

MCN: Is that why itÕs not a 125?

OG: “Producing a Husqvarna 125 in 
Europe would be very costly in a price-
sensitive market, so we are concentrat-
ing on the 401.”

MCN: How will you sell this new 

range of Husqvarna models?

OG: “We know KTM have struggled 
selling road bikes in the past. We have 
a few very good off-road dealers who 

are also good on-road dealers and we 
will use them. But the majority will be 
new dealers who are on-road focused 
in urban areas. We will increase our 
dealer network and share on-road 
dealers with KTM, which we don’t do 
in off-road, as our bikes are in direct 
competition. Our on-road motorcycle 
ranges are very different and not in 
competition.”

MCN: How is Husqvarna different to 

KTM?

OG: “At the end of the day, what we offer 
is a unique styling concept for urban 

Aprilia have revealed that both the 
Dorsoduro and Shiver are to receive 
some key updates for 2017.

The most notable of changes to the 
models (which both share the same 
base platform) is a capacity hike 
from 749cc to 900cc, which has been 
achieved by lengthening the stroke 
from 56.4mm to 67.4mm, while the 
bore remains the same at 92mm, 
bringing the peak power to 93.9bhp 
at 8500rpm and more importantly 
increasing the torque to 66ftlb at 
6500rpm. This makes the engine 
response, according to Aprilia, more 
linear, with benefits coming from 
increases to the acceleration, espe-
cially in the middle of the rev range. 

A comprehensive electronics pack-
age upgrade also sees both models 
being brought up-to-date. They now 
feature a new and lighter ride-by-wire 
system with selectable sport, touring 
and rain throttle maps, complimented 
further by a new 3-way adjustable 
traction control and ABS system that 
are switchable and will now come as 
standard.

A 4.3-inch TFT screen forms the ba-
sis of the new dash, which is the same 
as the unit that’s used on Aprilia’s 
RSV4 and Tuono 1100 V4. 

Aprilia Dorsoduro and  
Shiver get 900cc update

Husqvarna 401 Vitpilen
Husqvarna say: “The Vitpilen 

401 is a refreshingly simple and 

progressive urban street motorcycle 

that provides a new gateway into 

the motorcycling culture for a wider 

range of riders. Devoid of any excess 

and focused on providing a pure 

riding experience, the Vitpilen 401 

features a technologically advanced 

single-cylinder 375cc engine that 

is housed in a stripped down but 

progressive layout.”

Husqvarna 401 Aero
Husqvarna say: “Drawing 

inspiration from the brand’s iconic 

past, the Vitpilen 401 Aero is a 

compact single-cylinder ‘Real 

Street’ concept motorcycle that 

depicts Husqvarna’s interpretation 

of how a faired bike should look. With 

every part of its windshield being 

purely technical, increased amounts 

of air are now channeled through to 

the engine to regulate cooling.”

Husqvarna 401 
Svartpilen
Husqvarna say: “Featuring a bold 

and rugged appearance it offers a 

progressive new way for potential 

riders to experience motorcycling. 

Beyond its unique styling, the 

Svartpilen 401 has a high focus 

on everyday functionality thus 

featuring rugged knobbly tyres, a 

practical tank rack and more robust 

protection all-over.”

MCN says: It’s great that it will arrive 

in the same form as the prototypes – 

a blend of form and function.

MCN says: Husqvarna need to 

get this into production as fast as 

possible, offering a real break from 

the naked retro roadster norm.

MCN says: A variation on the Vitpilen 

theme. Scrambler-esque styling 

with a wide handlebar and knobblies.

The 401 Vitpilen and 

401 Svartpilen will 

be sold through 

KTM dealers

A new 41mm Kayaba fork features 
on both models and is fully adjustable, 
while the new three-spoke wheels 
are 2.1kg lighter than those on the 
750 models. 

Both the Dorsoduro and Shiver will 
be more accessible now, too – with 
an optional restrictor kit available, 
allowing the bikes to be ridden by 
A2 licence holders.

riders. We don’t have the slogan ‘ready 
to race’ that forces us to do aggressive 
things. We can focus on other exciting 
motorcycle styles.”

MCN: Where is the large capacity 

cruiser that has been spy 

photographed?

OG: “I can’t comment on spy photos, 
but it is an open secret that we have 
many motor platforms in the KTM 
group and of course Husqvarna has 
free access to these. But we will do it 
step by step, first the 401, then the 701 
and then we will see where we go.”



www.motorcyclenews.com

12  THIS WEEK

INTERVIEW

KTM’s nuts future 

on show in Milan
Hubert Trunkenpolz is KTM’s chief 
sales officer, and MCN grabbed him 
in Milan last week to quiz him about 
the inner details of the firm’s new 790 
Duke prototype.

“KTM makes single cylinder and 
V-twin engines, but the parallel-twin 
engine is the best solution if you want 
an ultra compact twin cylinder that 
still delivers a reasonable amount of 
power,” says Trunkenpolz. “The V-
twin that we use on the bigger bikes is 
larger, and therefore you need to build 
a bigger motorcycle around it. For a 
mid-class bike, we decided an 800cc 
parallel-twin would be correct, but 
for it to be a true KTM engine it needs 
to be strong and well built, as well as 
meeting the price expectation that 
this segment demands.

“Price is crucial in the middleweight 
class and our bike will not compete 
with the MT-07 in terms of price - it 
will be more expensive. The 790 Duke 
will come in two versions and the 
stronger one will have around 115bhp, 
which is very high for the segment. It 
will also come in a lower power 97bhp 
model for country-specific licence 
reasons. I can’t reveal any torque fig-
ures as it is still in development, but it 
will have a comprehensive electronics 

package that will be of a similar level 
to the 1290 Super Duke R in terms of 
the 790 R model. Everything available 
on the Super Duke R will be on the 790 
Duke R, as that is what people expect 
on a KTM R version.

“The 790 Duke will be on dealers’ 
floors in early 2018 and the engine and 
whole bike will be built in Austria. In 
the future it is certainly a platform 
model and we will make several other 
versions that will be typical KTM mod-
els, but I can’t say what these will be 
or when they will arrive.

“People look at the 790 and think we 
will stop the 690’s production, but we 
will not, it will remain for sure. It’s a 
niche bike and we would disappoint 
a fair few riders if we removed it. The 
big single is something very special and 
is loved by many riders and so there is 
no need to take it out of the range.”

MotoGP replica is on the way
“MotoGP is one of the biggest pushes 
you can do for a brand, so much so 
you don’t need a superbike in your 
road bike model line-up. However, 
we have a MotoGP track-only replica 
in mind and it will be a very small 
volume trackday weapon! It will also 
be incredibly expensive!”

‘A V4 IS 
POSSIBLE’
Ducati CEO Claudio Domenicali 

reveals firm’s future direction

“W
e have made a V4 in the 
past so it is a possibil-
ity for the future. We 
will see something in 

the future that is different than just two 
cylinders…” says Ducati CEO Claudio 
Domenicali, offering a tantalising win-
dow into the firm’s future direction.

“We are not targeting volume, that’s 
not how we develop the company. In 
the following years we will have even 
more platforms of motorcycle and the 
company will grow naturally. This is a 
more solid growth and we will remain a 
premium company. We want to protect 

the value of the motorcycles we sell and 
ensure that resales values are high for 
our customers.”

MCN: Will Ducati ever make small ca-
pacity machines like BMW and KTM?
CD: “That is not in our plans, however 
that isn’t to say we will never consider 
it. At the moment we see ways to further 
grow the company in the larger bike 
sector, machines of the Sixty2 capacity 
and upwards.”

MCN: Will the Superleggera’s technol-
ogy filter down to other models?
CD: “Definitely. That is how we de-
velop products. Racing is the hard 
testing where we develop our own 

technology. This then comes down 
to the most exclusive models, such as 
the Superleggera, and then, in time, 
to the rest of the model range. We are 
currently developing a new generation 
of sportsbikes and a lot of the content 
in the Superleggera will soon be avail-
able in a less extreme way.”

MCN: Does that mean mass-produced 
carbon fibre chassis components?
CD: “Carbon is very difficult technology 
so will never be mass-produced due to 
the amount of manual content needed 
making it, but we are investigating 
some kind of technology that involves 
carbon that is half way between super 
premium and mass-production. We 

The 790 Duke 

will be available 

in early 2018

Ducati boss Domenicali tells our man about the firm’s future plans

By Jon Urry

MCN CONTRIBUTOR
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‘A lot of the content in the 
Superleggera will be available 

in a less extreme way’

will have something in the range of our 
typical S models, which will be much 
more reasonably priced.”

MCN: The 1299 Panigale is not Euro4 
homologated and so is due an update. 
Will it have this new technology?
CD: “We are developing new versions. 
Stay tuned and you will see.”

MCN: Will we see another MotoGP 
replica from Ducati?
CD: “Ducati is not about a very spe-
cific type of motorcycle – we made a 
V4 in the past so it is a possibility for 
the future. We will see something in 
the future that is different than just 
two cylinders.”

MCN: What does GP racing bring to 
Ducati?
CD: “Racing, for Ducati, is part of the 
brand, we are not only selling motorcy-
cles, we are selling a ticket of entering 
the Ducati club. But that is just one side, 
the other side is the technological de-
velopment. If you quit racing you don’t 
notice the impact instantly, but in the 
long-term you will drift further away 
from the top of technological perfor-
mance. Ducati has performance at its 
core and we need to be involved in some 
kind of racing at the highest level.”

MCN: Has MotoGP allowed you to de-
velop enhanced safety systems?
CD: “Getting the level of traction con-

trol we have on the Superleggera would 
never have been possible without our 
MotoGP experience and that will feed 
down into a broader range of motorcy-
cles and that is a major step in safety.”

MCN: Ducati already have traction 
control, slide control, cornering ABS 
and even airbag technology, what else 
can be added?
CD: “If the motorcycle can see another 
vehicle approaching and send a message 
to the rider to alert them that would 
make riders safer. We are working on 
a different way of communication 
from the vehicle to the rider that is 
not just visual, something we call ac-
tive feedback.”

Ducati’s Scrambler success
In two years, Ducati’s Scrambler 

range has sold a total of 29,246 units. 

This success has allowed the firm 

to maintain its overall production 

volume and year to date they have 

sold 50,012 bikes in 2016, a small 

increase on their 2015 figures.

 
To the MAX
Since the original TMAX was 

launched in 2001, Yamaha have sold a 

massive 560,000 TMAX family bikes, 

of which 230,000 were the larger 

capacity model.

Retro revival
Triumph’s sales grew 14% in 2016, 

helped mainly by their retro family of 

bikes increasing their sales volume by 

68%! Interestingly, the Speed Triple 

also saw a 67% boost in sales.

Fantic prototypes
Fantic displayed two prototypes at 

the Milan show, with both models 

set to enter production in varying 

capacities in 2017. The Caballero 

bikes will come in two styles, a 

scrambler and a flat tracker, and will 

be available in water-cooled single 

cylinder 125, 250 and 500cc capacity.

Moto Morini
Moto Morini launched a new version 

of their 1200cc V-twin at EICMA. 

The Corsaro ZZ is handmade in Italy 

at the firm’s factory in Trivolzio and 

now passes Euro4 emissions laws. 

As well as a restyle, the ZZ features 

Brembo brakes with ABS, high level 

Zard exhaust pipes, LED lights and a 

full colour digital dash.

Benelli
Benelli have confirmed their TRK 

502 and Leoncino models will enter 

production, having previously only 

shown them as prototypes. Both 

bikes are powered by the same 

46bhp 500cc liquid-cooled parallel-

twin cylinder motor, with the TRK 

styled like an adventure bike and the 

Leoncino more retro in its outlook.

MILAN IN BRIEF
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‘It sounds a little 
Heath Robinson, 
but the OEM bike 
is also charmingly 
brilliant’

‘Think the new 
T120 Bonneville 
is pretty special? 
Think again’

Very far from your normal 

Triumph but it’s been built for 

the guys from Hinckley and is 

intended to inspire owners

PHIL WEST
GUEST TESTER
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‘TRIUMPH’

C
ustoms don’t come much 
more exclusive than this 
one-off commissioned by 
Triumph from UK-based Old 
Empire Motorcycles and built 
around the T120 Bonneville.

Called, simply, ‘Triumph’, it’s based 
on a standard T120 Black and the result 
is glorious. From the one-off, un-
derslung, open pipes; hand-formed, 
leather sidepanels; 1960s tank; clean 
and uncluttered handlebars (there’s no 
switchgear, mirrors, indicators or even 
clocks) to the exquisite paint, every-
thing about it reeks class and quality. 

And the idea is for it to inspire buyers 
to create their own specials - ideally 
around Triumph’s ever-expanding 
accessories range. As such you’ll be 
able to admire it on Triumph’s stand 
at Motorcycle Live at the NEC.  

Alec Sharp, OEM’s founder, told MCN 
they had no specific brief but that the 
idea was to apply a “Steve McQueen, 
ISDT, On any Sunday type off-road style 
– but without compromising practical-
ity too much.” So, although minimalist, 
it qualifies for a daytime MoT.

So it’s got: stock T120 Black wire 
wheels on Metzeler Sahara knobblies; 
re-finished Triumph calipers and discs 
with cleverly hidden master cylinder; 
one-off nose cowling; Renthal Fatbars 
with OEM’s own switchless levers; one-
off tank remodelled from a 1960s T120 
item with OEM’s machined, screw-in 

filler cap; standard T120 engine but 
with ‘OEM’ name plates and one-off, 
AC Cobra-inspired open twin stainless 
pipes; reconfigured injector bodies 
complete with bellmouths to replicate 
1960s open carbs; hand-formed leather 
sidepanels and quilted leather saddle; 
customised, multi-adjustable Fox twin 
shocks; ‘chopped and looped’ rear 
subframe and more. Got all that? Phew!

But although, admittedly, conceived 
mostly for form rather than function 
and built primarily for show, not go, 
this wouldn’t be a First Ride and it 
couldn’t truly be considered a motor-
cycle if we didn’t see how it went – and 
boy, it does that impressively well, too.

On board OEM’s creation reminds of 
a slimmer Bonnie, thanks to the new 
tank and seat, yet one with a slight 
scrambler style, due to the Fatbars. 

Then with no switchgear and clocks, 
let alone mirrors and indicators, you’re 
briefly flummoxed (although I rode it 
with Alec’s iPhone clipped on which, 
via a Bluetooth-synched app OEM are 
developing, displays a ‘Smiths’ tacho 
and speedo – clever). 

I needn’t have worried: turn the 
conventional ignition key (which is 
hidden behind the bars), reach down 

with your left hand to the brass knob 
mounted into the leather sidepanel 
and pull – and it instantly fires into a 
cacophony of open pipe noise. Yes, it’s 
a procedure that sounds a little Heath 
Robinson and, in truth, it is. But it is 
somehow charmingly brilliant.

And after that it’s surprisingly con-
ventional. The T120 motor is as urgent 
as ever with its raw pleasure height-
ened by the vicious exhaust noise. The 
mostly-unchanged chassis is predict-
able and neutral, albeit with a slightly 
firmer ride (thanks to the Fox shocks 
and thinner saddle). The front brake is 
a touch dull (due to the remote master-
cylinder being operated by a cable from 
the lever); yet even the knobbly tyres 
(and I’m more critical than most about 
‘cosmetic’ tyres on the road) were up 
to the job. In short: I had a blast.

OLD EMPIRE MOTORCYCLES

FIRST TEST



Unique leather-covered pegs are all 

part of the bike’s steam punk ethos

‘Just nipping out to 

the garage to dubbin 

the sidepanels…’

No clocks, just use your telephone

#MCNwednesday
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TECH SPEC

 Engine  Liquid-cooled, 8v, DOHC,  

  1200cc parallel twin

 Power (claimed)  79bhp @ 6550rpm

 Torque (claimed) 77ftlb @ 3100rpm

 Capacity 10 litres (approx.)

 Frame  Tubular steel

OEM ‘TRIUMPH’

VERDICT
Whether the noisy, off-road, 

minimalist, daytime-only style 

is to your taste or not, you can’t 

argue with the glorious execution 

and detailing. The pull-knob 

starter is genius, the brass and 

leather details exquisite. 

WE LIKE

WE DON’T LIKE

■ It might look extreme, but it rides 

fairly conventionally.

■ The fact it’s not for sale.

Old Empire Motorcycles were 

founded by Alec Sharp and Rafe 

Pugh, about four years ago as a 

bespoke custom builder with the 

intention of creating a handful of 

one-off machines annually to the 

very highest standards.

Operating out of an impressive 

yet charmingly rustic workshop/

office building in a converted barn 

in the glorious British countryside 

near Diss, Norfolk, its design 

themes, as its name suggests, 

are Great British automotive, 

aeronautic and maritime history. 

Think: Supermarine Spitfire, 1930s 

Bentleys, Brooks bicycle saddles, 

brown leather and hand-turned 

brass fittings with a dash of steam 

punk thrown in and you’ll start to 

get the idea. On top of that, the aim 

is to design and create as many of 

their components as possible in 

Britain – either on site or through an 

extensive network of craftsmen.

The resulting machines have so 

far have proved both unlike any 

other and impressively successful 

– enough to start earning 

commissions from the likes of 

Triumph. To date, around 15 bikes 

have been completed, ranging 

from the Royal Enfield-based ‘Pup’, 

to the Kawasaki W650-derived 

‘Merlin’, to the Ducati SS-powered 

‘Typhoon’ (and, yes, there is a 

deliberately British aircraft theme 

to the bikes’ names so the latter 

is more Hawker than Eurofighter). 

Most have been featured in 

magazines and on websites around 

the world; many have been award 

winners in their own right.

In addition to bikes (which, with 

prices starting at well over £20K 

are not within reach of everybody), 

OEM also create and sell, via their 

slick website, a range of not just 

clothing but also smaller, individual 

custom items, such as their leather 

grips and brass fuel caps which, 

starting at just over £100, are far 

more accessible to most.

■ oldempiremotorcycles.com

WHO ARE OEM?

Sharp (right) and Pugh are building 

their own very special little empire

7KDWʧV�ZK\�ZH�DUH�RffHULQJ�\RX�e����FDVKEDFN�RQ�D�VHOHFW�

UDQJH�RI�PRGHOV�WR�FHOHEUDWH�6X]XNLʧV�ZLQ�DW�WKLV�\HDUʧV�%ULWLVK�

0RWR*3�DQG�WKH������:RUOG�(QGXUDQFH�&KDPSLRQVKLS��-RLQ�

WHDP�6X]XNL�ZKHQ�\RX�ULGH�DZD\�RQ�D�ELNH�GHYHORSHG�ZLWK�

RXU�UDFH�ZLQQLQJ�WHFKQRORJ\��
 
Jonathan ʣ�0RWRUF\FOH�6DOHV�0DQDJHU�

You want to  
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Ferrari (11) on his way to victory at As-

sen in 1979, he was to finish second in 

W
O
R
D
S

  M
A

T
 O

X
L

E
Y

Sheene, Nixon and Cecotto 

in 1976. Who says socks 

and sandals are bad?

In days gone by, the Grand Prix paddock was a global village of motorhomes 
and camper vans, beers and barbecues. But not anymore, so what happened?

MotoGP’s party years
For generations the Grand Prix 

paddock was home to a bunch of crazy 

characters, working their way around 

Europe, racing every weekend, then 

moving to the next event, hence the 

championship’s original nickname, 

the Continental Circus. Throughout 

this time the paddock had a village 

atmosphere: mums and girlfriends 

having a chat, laundry hanging on 

washing lines, barbecues and beers in 

the evenings. But a few years ago all 

this changed.

What was so great about the 

paddock village?

In the 1930s, 1940s and 1950s, riders 

and their crews slept in tents or, if 

they were lucky, on mattresses in the 

back of their vans. By the 1980s the 

richer riders resided in vast, palatial 

motorhomes, while the lesser lights 

lived in humble campers.

The paddock always had a 

wonderful, bustling atmosphere, all the 

way from the millionaires’ row of shiny 

motorhomes to the rusting trucks and 

tatty awnings of the sidecar crews.

Of course, some of rich kids took 

paddock luxury to the next level. When 

wild Aussie Anthony Gobert turned 

up in the 1990s to ride for Lucky 

Strike Suzuki he kept a huge blow-up 

swimming pool outside his motorhome.

Usually, there was a great sense of 

camaraderie between all the riders, 

from the millionaires to the racing 

paupers. But not always. Fisticuffs and 

smashed windows weren’t unknown – 

usually the result of one rider catching 

his girlfriend in flagrante delicto with 

another rider. In other words, just like 

any normal village: lots of fun, with the 

occasional bust-up.

ArenÕt you over-romanticising it?

Possibly. Back in the early days, 

conditions in most race paddocks 

were appalling: disgusting toilets, 

inadequate water and electricity 

and so on. Indeed the race from one 

paddock to the next – often from one 

end of Europe to the other – was just 

as important as the races themselves, 

because the canny teams knew they 

had to arrive early if they were to get 

any facilities. Things did improve from 

the 1980s, when most circuit owners 

reacted to increasing pressure from 

riders, teams and factories.

So whatÕs happened now?

At the end of 2011, Dorna declared that 

only MotoGP riders would be allowed 

to live in the paddock. All Moto2 and 

Moto3 riders would be banned from 

using motorhomes or campers. 

Why on earth would they do that?

Space. The demand for space for 

sponsor and team hospitality units 

had grown and grown, due partly due 

to a transformation in the sponsorship 

model. Sponsors don’t merely want to 

put their brand names on the sides of 

bikes, they want to bring 50 corporate 

guests to each GP, so they need 

somewhere to wine and dine them. 

Push came to shove and the Moto2 

and Moto3 riders got elbowed out. This 

was one reason why Casey Stoner 

decided to retire – he didn’t like the way 

the sport was going. “We wouldn’t be 

where we are today if we couldn’t have 

had a camper in the paddock,” he said 

at the time.

So whatÕs the paddock like now?

It has entirely lost its village 

atmosphere. In place of camper vans 

and barbecues is an avenue or two of 

mega hospitality units, some two or 

three storeys high. The paddock feels 

more like a shopping mall, dominated 

by vast corporate edifices, so the old-

school community is no more. B
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It canÕt be all bad, surely?

You’re right. All these hospitality units 

serve free food and drink to guests, so 

if you’re name’s on the door, you’ll have 

a fine time. They also serve as team 

dining rooms.

So where do all the Moto2 and 

Moto3 riders stay?

Most stay in hotels with their teams, so 

at the busier races they have to get up 

at dawn if they want to be sure to get 

to the track in time for first practice or 

race-day warm-up. Some stay in one of 

several portable paddock hotels, which 

feature smart but small rooms built 

into converted juggernauts. 

And where does Rossi stay?

He has one of those vast motorhomes 

that expands out on either side. But 

you’ll be lucky to get close to it. It’s all a 

long way from the tiny camper he used 

during his first few seasons.

Kiwi racer Graeme Crosby enjoys a pint 

on the least stylish bicycle in history

‘Corporate’ and ‘entertainment’ don’t 

really belong in the same sentence 

The great Jim Redman cruises through 

the paddock at Spa in the 1960s

NOW
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Your letters Email mcn.letters@motorcyclenews.com

Write MCN Letters, Media House, Lynchwood, Peterborough PE2 6EA

Triumph Bobber? Yes please
Stripped-back Bonnie will be a sure-fi re winner

LETTER OF THE WEEK
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Watch out Harley-Davidson, 

Triumph is about to beat 

you at your own game

MCN’s Adam Child 

on the Bobber at 

its London launch

Pete Rhymes, email

Wow! What a bike! What bike? The Triumph Bobber, 

of course. Triumph have a real winner here (MCN, 

October 26). The last bike that gave me goose bumps 

like this was my Honda 400 Four with a Dunstall 

exhaust. I used to park it up and just gaze at its 

beauty (I was only 17 at the time). That Honda was 

a work of art and a joy to ride but the Bobber will be 

in a different league. It’s a bike that should worry 

Harley, Guzzi and Yamaha to name but a few. Being 

a Triumph it is sure to handle as well as it looks, be 

reliable and decent value. So I think it is time to trade 

in my lovely Bonneville SE and my Beemer R1200C 

for a Bobber.

MCN STAR LETTER
If you’re looking to insure a bike, visit 

MCNcompare.com and you can quickly 

compare prices from 43 top motorcycle 

insurance brands. The writer of the 

best letter each week published in the 

Letters pages will receive a free retro-

design MCN T-shirt courtesy of the 

MCNcompare.com website.

New bike’s a pain in the bum

@ Back in April I purchased a new 
Yamaha Tracer 900. Prior to this 

I had a test ride and while impressed 
with the handling, brakes and engine, 
I thought it was uncomfortable and so 
opted for the comfort seat at £222. This 
did not solve the problem and I soon 
realised it was the rear shock that was 
the cause. This was confirmed when I 
visited an official dealer who said the 
problem was due to “a cheap rear sus-
pension unit and customers were re-
placing it with a Nitron shock.” I was 
not prepared to spend £500 doing this 
so wrote to Yamaha in August to com-
plain. Since then all I have had from 
them was a telephone call saying the 
bike is fit for purpose and they would 
write to me to confirm. Nearly three 
months later nothing. Will I buy an-
other Yamaha? What do you think?
Ray Brassington, email

More Scottish shows please
I live in Ayrshire and would like 
to know why there is a lack of 

bike shows in Scotland. I belong to the 
Ayr Classic Motorcycle Club and we 
put a show on in Ayr in June and there 
is the big MCN show in Edinburgh in 
March but these are the only events of 
any size yet the Midlands have loads. 
Ray Peters, North Ayrshire

Word in their Shell-like

@ I have just been to a Shell service 
station. I parked at one of the 

pumps and attempted to fill my tank. 

The pump did not start so I waited for 
a while and tried again. It still did not 
work and I looked over to the attendant 
who started to shake his head and make 
gestures. I could not understand what 
he meant and went into the shop to 
find out. He told me that I would have 
to remove my crash helmet before he 
would turn the pump on. I did not see 
why this should be the case so I took 
my business to another petrol station. 
I will be telling all my friends and fam-
ily not to use Shell petrol stations as it 

appears that they are supporting anti-
bike discrimination.
Mick Duck, email

Rea should ride to win

@ K Lewis’s letter (MCN, November 
9) about team orders could cov-

er many sports. For example ‘Not try-
ing to win’ as a jockey can earn you a 
hefty fine. Why is bike racing different? 
You don’t even have the excuse of not 
hurting the horse. However, this was 
not just ‘not trying to win’ - it’s worse, 
it’s riding to deliberately lose in order 
for someone else to benefit. Not to put 
too fine a point on it, that’s cheating.
Rob Hart, email

Should Rea have helped Sykes?

Show some Rea-spect
I completely agree with K Lewis’ 
letter about Jonathan Rea’s dis-

respect for his fellow combatants to 
rig the final championship tables. Just 
like MotoGP’s 93 (I still can’t bring 
myself to say his name) manipulated 
and spoiled that championship in 2015, 
he’s spoiled this year’s WSB.  
Pat Keenan, email

They’re not my treasures
I have refrained from writing to 
you on this subject until now, but 

after reading the letter describing Keith 
Huewen and Julian Ryder as ‘national 
treasures’, I felt I must. I was disap-
pointed when the BBC stopped show-
ing MotoGP. I do not have BT Sport and 
therefore have to watch the one-hour 
highlights on ITV 4. Furthermore, I 
have to watch in silence (TV on mute) 
because listening to Keith and Jules 
giving such a childish commentary is 
more than I can stand.
David Dannvers, email

VFR’s my best friend
Couldn’t agree more with Geoff 
Brown’s comments on the VFR. 

It’s a superb bike, and has the typical 
Honda attributes of working impec-
cably in all circumstances and condi-
tions. I’ve always had sportsbikes, from 
RD500s to Fireblades and everything 
in between over 30 years. It took a while 
to love the VFR but it’s now like my 
best friend. I love it to bits and for once 
I don’t plan on rushing out and buying 
anything else. On another note, I’ve 
been riding push bikes for years and 
hate being vilified for obstructive rid-
ing and causing litter etc. I ride in a 
club and we always revert to riding in 
line when a car or bike is behind. I agree 
that this doesn’t happen in some 
groups, but that annoys us as much as 
anyone. It has to be said that the bloke 
on an S1000R wheelying in the op-
posite direction at 90mph is also an-
noying. We all share the road and all 
sides should show more consideration. 
Nick Betts, email

READER POLL

Who’s been your biggest 

MotoGP hero of 2016?

54.04 % 

1.85 % 

44.11 % 

Crutchlow – Cal’s made history with two wins

Smith – Brad’s made a gritty recovery from injury

Rossi – The old 
GOAT’s still got it
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My newborn son Seth with my Yamaha R1. Chris Rae

R1 Nik (in cap) in a biker café in Corralejo Furteventura

My daughters at Phillip Island after the podium. John Walker

Meeting John McGuinness made our day. Craig

Tyco BMW Junior Team rider Sullivan Mounsey at Mallory50 floors up before the Sepang MotoGP. Paul Hartmann

Mr Greg the dog catching up on MCN. Scott Hope

Every week, MCN 

prints the best 

pictures sent in by 

readers or website 

users. You can 

post your pictures 

onto our Facebook 

page or email them 

to mcn.letters@

motorcyclenews.com

We want the full 

array of weird and 

wonderful images 

that reflect your 

biking life. As you 

can see here, we are 

happy to celebrate 

the lighter things from 

the world of biking.
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Things are about to 
change around here

We have been bombarded with 

brilliant new bikes over the last 

few weeks and, we reckon, the 

final count for 2017 models is 

well over 100! 

That’s an incredible amount 

of new metal. Some of these new 

arrivals are revamps to get bikes 

Euro4 compliant but many 

are ground-up new machines. 

Nonetheless it makes for a 

mouth-watering Motorcycle 

Live at the NEC and the Carole 

Nash MCN London Motorcycle 

Show at ExCeL in February.

And MCN has decided to 

get in on the act by offering 

something new too! From next 

week you will notice a whole 

host of changes to the paper 

as we try to offer even more of 

what you want.

There’s a new Riding section 

with cracking routes to explore 

and tips on how to improve 

your road and track 

craft and there’s a page 

dedicated to the best 

bike meeting places.

There is also a new 

section dedicated to 

buying and selling 

bikes. There’s 

great deals 

highlighted 

and advice on 

which bikes 

to buy right 

now.

We are also packing more 

bikes into the paper as we 

attempt to cover as many areas 

of the motorcycling world as 

possible. So there should always 

be something in the issue to 

appeal to you. 

We are also adding many 

new elements which embrace 

biking’s most memorable 

moments, and we will be 

introducing a regular retro bikes 

feature too.

We will be suggesting more 

great events to attend and there 

will even be a quiz for you to get 

your head around every week.

We’ve spent the last few 

months talking to readers and 

creating stacks of material to see 

what works best. The ultimate 

test will come next week 

(November 23 issue) when you 

pick up the paper and decide 

whether it’s a winner or not.

We look forward to hearing 

how you feel about the new-

look MCN and we will be 

continuing to evolve and 

create more of the content 

you want every week. And 

you can get involved by 

sending us pictures of 

your rides, adventures 

and favourite meeting 

places. We want to see 

pictures of your first 

bike. Don’t miss next 

week’s issue.  
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T
he Pikes Peak International 
Hill Climb is America’s 
version of our Isle of Man 
TT. It’s a race to the clouds, 
14,115 feet above sea level to 
be exact, where a bunch of 
lunatics with motorcycles, 

quadbikes, cars and trucks carve their 
way up 12.42 miles of mountain course, 
flirting with its 156 turns, hairpins, and 
cliff edges while battling snow, bears 
and altitude sickness. 

And Ducati are a big player in the 
event, winning their class six times 

and retaining the motorcycle course 
record, set in 2012 on a Multistrada with 
a cracking time of 9:52:819. 

Ducati produced a celebratory, ultra-
sleek Pikes Peak edition of the Multi 
back in 2011. And we’ve been treated 
to an updated model for 2016, which 
uses the 2015 Multistrada 1200S as a 
donor bike. It comes complete with 
carbon-fibre goodies, fresh racing 
livery, Termignoni silencer, new three-
spoke wheels, new DVT engine and most 
importantly, it swaps the semi-active 
Skyhook suspension for fully adjust-
able conventional Öhlins.  

The Multistrada is billed as a versa-
tile machine, its very name translated 

is ‘Many Roads’, hinting at how it can 
tackle everything. And now with exqui-
site, top-spec Öhlins and carbon trin-
kets, the Pikes Peak edition promises to 
be the sportiest Multi in the range, too, 
all in honour of the USA’s toughest test. 

So it makes sense to put it through 
our own, gruelling UK test on British 
roads. Our band of MCN test riders 
spent a week with the Peak, putting it 
through its paces on track, attacking 
the UK’s biggest hill climb, camping on 
a Peak District adventure and enduring 
a dirty commute, covering more miles 
in a week than most Pikes Peak models 
do in a year. Have that, America.  
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By Andy Davidson

MCN STAFF WRITER

Continued over
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Ducati reckon their Pikes Peak Multistrada can do 
everything… so we take on the UK’s biggest hill climb, a Peak 
District adventure, embarrass sportsbikes on track and have 

a mucky commute, all in a 2000-mile week 

D ti k th i Pik P k M lti t d d

A WEEK 
WITH THE

PEAK

2000 MILES IN SEVEN DAYS
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It’s exactly 9.30am on 
a Tuesday in the mid-
dle of October. To my 
right, the calm, ob-
sidian black waters of 
Langsett reservoir lap 

gently against the bricks as the cool-
ing engine of the Pikes Peak ticks 
and pings. Just a moment prior, the 
booming tone of the Ducati and its 
Termignoni exhaust shattered the 
autumnal peace and reverberated 
among the country homes.

It’s cold – the Ducati’s dash tells me 
10°C - but with the hills surrounding 
the reservoir hidden under a thick 
layer of mist it feels much cooler. 
Despite the peace and quiet I can’t 
linger – I have roads to ride. The Ducati 
booms into life once again, the exhaust 

note bouncing off the bridge 
wall, before dissipating into the 
cold morning air. The sudden 
volume spike makes an early 
morning runner jump and 

quicken her pace.
This will be the first time I get to 

ride the Pikes Peak - a bike I’ve longed 
to try since it was first announced 
in 2011 - on the kind of roads it was 
designed for. Even if they are damp 
and covered in wet leaves. The Peak 
District is full of well known, beautiful 
roads. The A57, better known as Snake 
Pass, is perhaps the most famous, but 
the morning starts with a ride along 
the Strines; a tight, undulating road 
that I absolutely hated the last time 
I rode it. Potholes littered the entire 
stretch, which made braking for the 
first gear, downhill hairpins an intense 
experience. 

Since my last visit, the entire road 
has been resurfaced with racetrack 
smooth tarmac, winding its way 
through the mist and trees like a per-
fect black ribbon of motorcycling 
heaven. It still requires first gear on 
its tightest bends, but in the belly of 
the deepest valleys, winding on the 
Pikes Peak’s throttle accompanied by 
the cacophony of 160 thoroughbred 
Italian ponies trying to escape from 
the engine is now filled with sheer 
adrenaline rather than trepidation. 

‘Since my last visit, 
the entire road has 

been resurfaced 
with racetrack-
smooth tarmac’

The route

MONDAY

Selecting Enduro mode gives the Multi 

a tamer power delivery for rough stuffMy mind wanders. I’ve 
been on a continuous 
stretch of grey road for 
a hundred miles, shar-
ing it with car drivers 
battling tiredness on 

their boring traffic-heavy commute. 
I can’t stand it any longer, my mind 

peels away, and my front wheel fol-
lows. I miss the exit for work. I miss 
the next four, too. Flat tarmac crum-
bles into gravel, then stone and finally 
mud before I realise I’m at the foot of a 
long trail. I whip out the rubber pegs 
and flick this bad boy into ‘Enduro’ 
mode. As I stand on the pegs it’s like 
my helmet is filled with a sudden rush 
of cold air blended with caffeine. The 
Scorpion Trail rear tyre flicks left and 
right, spinning up when mud tickles 
the tread, traction control and ABS are 
nowhere to be seen. Instead, it slithers 
purposefully like a snake chasing a baby 
iguana. Enduro mode knocks 60bhp 
off, calming it down ever so slightly. 

Its torquey and tractable power de-
livery and finely honed Öhlins make 
it a blast. I reach the end of my fourth 
trail, hot and sweating, take a rest and 
catch a glimpse of the clock. I’m pretty 
late, but… just one more!  

He’s going to be 

late, but he’s 

past caring

Andy had enough 

of the tarmac, and 

chose the path less 

travelled

Total miles 
covered

219

51 MPG

E F

By Andy Davidson

MCN 

PIKES PEAK 

SPECIAL

ADVENTURE

PIKES PEAK TO PEAK DISTRICT

Designed to battle Pikes Peak, 

Colorado. Made for the Peak 

District, Derbyshire.

By Liam Marsden  MCN WEB PRODUCER

MCN 

PIKES PEAK 

SPECIAL

COMMUTE
WINDSOR-PETERBOROUGH

It’s not all fun and adventure... 

some of us have to go

to work.

WINDSOR

STAMFORD
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Quiet roads of the Peak 

District are perfect 

hunting grounds for the 

Pikes Peak Multi

The route

Total miles 
covered

386.4

45.15 MPG

E F

I’m already in love with the Ducati. 
Sheep idly standing in the road seem 
less enamoured with the bombastic 
red machine, and tangle themselves 
in fences and bushes as they retreat.

Finally on to the A57, the sun is burn-
ing through the morning mist, the 
road slowly drying as I warm up with 
a quick cuppa. By 11am the majority of 
the road is dry and at this time of year 
Snake Pass is quiet. No caravans, only 
a handful of cyclists braving the winds 
and unpredictable weather. The Multi 
is in ‘Sport’ mode, which is perfect for 
roads like this. Power delivery is never 
snatchy, it’s perfectly smooth and shoves 
the big Ducati forward out of corners, 
front wheel hovering above the tarmac 
as the adjustable wheelie control creates 
a perfect MotoGP-style power wheelie.  

The scenery surrounding the A57 is 
beautiful, I know this from experience, 
but on the Ducati there’s no time to sit 
and admire - the bike is perfectly happy 
at slower speeds, but I know it really 
wants to be let off the leash. I’m happy 
to oblige. The huge spread of torque 
provided by the engine means gear 
changes don’t happen all that often – 
the Ducati loves driving out of corners 
from 2000rpm, with power rising all 
the way to the redline. The Multistrada 
is equally at home in the tight first gear 
corners as it is in the long fast sweepers, 
toesliders scraping, engine roaring. 

After five hours charging through the 
hills I take a moment to survey the land 
from the top of Holme Moss and realise 
I’ve not even stopped to eat. The Pikes 
Peak was holding all my attention that 
well. I could head home, but there’s 
still a few hours of daylight left, it’d be 
stupid of me to waste it. We head out for 
a slightly more relaxed ride, taking it in, 
appreciating the landscape and the mad 
beauty that is the Ducati Multistrada 
1200 Pikes Peak Edition. Built in Italy, 
made for the Peak District.

 TUESDAY-WEDNESDAY Need to recharge the batteries in 
the great outdoors? The Multi will 
take you to some far-flung places

Continued over

PETERBOROUGH

GLOSSOP
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Minutes ago, the big 
red Ducati was wafting 
me in calm comfort to 
Oulton Park on this 
crisp, damp morning. 

But now, with the 
sun breaking through the clouds, I’m 
about to find out if this Pikes Peak 
Multistrada, the most unlikely of track-
day bikes, will shine at one of the most 

breathtaking circuits in the 
country.

Before the morning’s 
safety briefing and 102dB 

limit noise testing (the Ducati is 
no louder than the standard bike, 

despite its flashy Termignoni can) 
it’s time to start pre-flight checks. 
We’ve fitted Metzeler Racetec RR K3 

trackday tyres, so my first job is to drop 
the pressures: 31psi rear, 33psi front. 
Now, go into the on-board computer 
menu and customise the ‘Sport’ riding 
mode: we’ll keep the full fat power, but 
disable the ABS and anti-wheelie and 
turn traction down to ‘2’.  

The track is littered with damp 
patches and the red flag is hung out 
to scrape bikes off the track every few 
laps – of every session.

Like the current ‘S’ model, the out-
going Pikes Peak had semi-active Sachs 
‘Ducati Skyhook’ suspension, but for 
2016 the Italian firm have gone back to 

‘The secret to 
a fast lap is to 

be smooth and 
let everything 
settle, before 
hammering 

it hard’

a regular Öhlins fork and shock set-up. 
When you’ve paid £19,295 you at least 
want a few designer labels, and the 
Swedish suspension brand is one of the 
best. You also get lots of carbon-fibre 
goodies and a Ducati Corse paintjob, 
but this year’s model does away with 
the lightweight forged alloy wheels and 
has cheaper, heavier cast items instead.

With no Skyhook buttons to push, 
setting the suspension is all about a 
socket set, Allen keys and that satis-
fying, oily click of damping, rebound, 
compression and preload adjusters. 
We’ll see where everything is set to 
begin with and tweak from there. 

But for the life of me I can’t find the 
shock damping adjusters and have to 
ring a mate who’s got a Pikes Peak. 
They’re hidden under the seat, behind 
a plastic inspection cover. Thanks, Bob.

In the queue to join the track the 
Pikes Peak towers above everything 
else: sportsbikes, track tools and full-

power track and it’s more about keeping 
maximum momentum through its ma-
jestic curves, whoops and cranked over 
jumps. A race bike is short, snappy and 
aggressive around here, but the Pikes 
Peak, with its lazier 160bhp variable 
timing V-twin motor and long travel 
suspension, simply glides round.

Even without tyre warmers, the 
road-compound Metzeler track tyres 
are good to go within a few corners. 
Ably assisted by the classy Öhlins 
and kind power delivery, they find 
huge grip on the cold and sometimes 
damp tarmac. 

The secret to fast and safe laps is not 
to take it by the scruff of the neck, but 
to be smooth and let everything set-
tle before hammering it hard. Let the 
weight transfer to the front when you 
come off the throttle before squeezing 
the brakes, then let them off gently 
before throwing it on its ear. 

With so much grip and rear weight 

By Michael Neeves  MCN SENIOR ROAD TESTER

The route
THURSDAY-FRIDAY

MCN 

PIKES PEAK 

SPECIAL

TRACK
PEAKING AT OULTON

MCN’s Senior Road Tester 

explores the limit of the 

Multi’s sporting ability.

Total miles 
covered

393.5

25 MPG

E F

on race bikes. It’s like one of those 
laughable, speeded-up pieces of track 
footage from a Herbie film, where a VW 
Beetle somehow manages to fly round 
the outside of Porsches and Ferraris.

The Multistrada and Oulton Park 
are a pretty good match. This isn’t a 

PETERBOROUGH

OULTON PARK CIRCUIT
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transfer when you crack the throttle, 
you can squeeze the power on very 
hard, even with high angles of lean. It 
takes your breath away hard, you can 
slingshot out of corners and it digs in 
harder than a stiff sportsbike.

Of course, it wasn’t designed for 
the track, so it’s not a surprise that it’s 
hard to get into a race tuck down the 
straights. You have to sit on the Ducati’s 
rear seat to really get under the bubble 
and it’s only then you realise you can’t 
see where you’re going, as all you have 
is a carbon blade for a screen.

As the sessions flick by, the damp 
patches dissipate and warm sunshine 
spills over the track. The Pikes Peak 
feels ever tighter and more poised with 
gradual suspension tweaks. Winding 
on more rear preload helps sharpen 
steering, and a turn on the front stops 
the forks bottoming out on the brakes. 
Adding more rebound and compres-
sion damping each end adds stability. 

Despite having Brembo monoblocks, 
braking power and bite isn’t up to 
superbike standards. Whether that’s 
down to the pads or the way the brake 
hoses go via the ABS pump on their way 
from lever to caliper, even with the 
electronics turned-off, I’m not sure. 
But that’s the only real weak link in 
the Peak’s make-up. Last year’s lighter 
wheels would’ve helped on track, too.

But now it’s time to leave Oulton 
Park’s woodland dreamscape behind 
and get on the road. We pump the 
tyres back up, twizzle the suspension 
adjusters back to standard and set the 
electronics to ‘safe and steady’ Tour-
ing mode. 

On the far less glamorous M6, A50, 
M1 and A14 back to MCN HQ it buckets 
down, but I don’t care. Cruise control 
set, I’m comfy, dry and still beaming 
on the same bike that, just a few hours 
ago, was mixing it with R1s, ZX-10Rs 
and GSX-R1000s on track. 

FORK

Preload  7 

Rebound  10 

Compression  8 

SHOCK

Preload  6

Rebound  14

Compression  15

FORK

Preload  8

Rebound  9

Compression  6

SHOCK 

Preload  9

Rebound  13

Compression  12

NOTE: Preload = turns from fully 
out. Rebound and compression 
damping = clicks from fully in.

OULTON 

STANDARD 

 The Pikes Peak race in 
Colorado, USA, is 12.4 
miles long. Which, 
let’s face it, is rubbish. 
Here in Great Britain 
we’ve a man-sized, 

390 mile-long hill climb, rising from 
the lowest road in the UK at Holme 
Fen in Cambridgeshire, to its highest, 
the Cairnwell Pass on the A93 in the 
Cairngorms, Scotland. So that’s 30 
times harder. And, at 8.5 hours, it’s 
51 times longer than the Pikes Peak 
race record time. So, metaphorically 
at least, up yours, America. 

On the other hand, the real Pikes 
Peak rises from 9000ft to over 
14,000ft, while Holme Fen is 10ft 
below sea level and the Cairnwell 
Pass is just 2200ft above it. So nose-
bleeds and oxygen starvation won’t 
be a problem. 

But bum-ache might be, consider-
ing this is going to be the best part 
of an 18-hour riding day there and 
back. The Pikes Peak is the lean, 

stripped-back Multistrada family 
member. Sporty Öhlins forks and 

shock replace creamy semi-active 
suspension and suggest a 
firmer long-distance ride 
quality. And the Peak has 
no heated grips, and only 
a tiny screen. Wedged into 
place between a tailpack 

(panniers an optional extra) and 
20-litre fuel tank, the low, wide 

seat feels thin, hard and unyield-
ing – even though it’s the same seat, 

same upright riding position, same 
160bhp, 1198cc 8v V-twin engine, 
same gearing and same IMU-backed 
engine management as the stock 
Multistrada 1200S. 

Yet, as we surge away from Holme 
Fen’s peaty-black, sub-sea level fields 
of morning mist and link up with 
the Great North Road for the next 
160 miles, the Peak’s long legs settle 

into an easy stride, like a marathon 
runner just warming up. The motor 
is about right at 90mph on the clocks 
(84mph in real money), revs hover-
ing at 5000rpm in top. With VVT and 
ultra-refined fuelling civilising the 
Multistrada’s power delivery, it’s the 
smoothest, least Ducati-esque Ducati 
ever. There’s no transmission lash, 
no clattering when you open the taps 
at the wrong revs. But jeepers, it still 
lunges past artics and panel vans like 
a punting-great torque monster, front 
end waggling, acceleration pinning 
my coccyx against the tailpack. It’s 
like taking a boisterous Great Dane 
for a walk.

Somewhere around Doncaster I 
decide the Ducati’s riding position 
is unexpectedly and outstanding-
ly comfortable; better than many 
so-called grand tourers. I haven’t 
experienced any discomfort at all, 
anywhere. Arms are wide, body 
braced against the wind, adjustable 
stubby screen keeping wind noise 
and buffeting acceptably low, wide 
seat spreading my weight evenly 
and low pegs folding hips and knees 
at precisely the right angles. I’m so 
comfortable it’s a genuine surprise.

Our first fuel stop is at Wetherby 
services after 126.6 miles. The Ducati 
is doing 49.4mpg. I drink a small can 
of Red Bull, so I’m doing 2536mpg. 

The weather deteriorates as we 
spear off the A1 a junction north of 
Scotch Corner and on to the B6275, 
picking up the A68’s panoramic roll-
ercoaster across Northumberland, 
tumbling over the England/Scotland 
border (posing for obligatory selfie), 
then head down and boogie away 

The route
SATURDAY- SUNDAY

The winding roads of 

Scotland are a far cry 

from the  Multi’s Fenland  

starting point

A few tweaks make the difference for hard riding

Sport mode is a pre-requisite at Oulton Yes, Neevesy got some funny looks

MCN 

PIKES PEAK 

SPECIAL

HILL CLIMB
NEVER MIND PIKES PEAK...

How will it cope against a proper, 

Great British hill climb? 

MCN fi nds out...

By Simon Hargreaves  MCN CONTRIBUTOR
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Continued over

H

In the corners, the 
Multi can put sports-
bikes to shame

43mm fully adjustable Öhlins fork, TTX36 rear shock
SUSPENSION SETTINGS

PETERBOROUGH

EDINBURGH
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Smartphone measures 

altitude while satnav 

guides the way

towards Edinburgh. 
The Multistrada is blissfully com-

petent in these tough-arsed riding 
conditions. Doesn’t matter if the front 
is compressing and pushing corner-
ing ABS into action mid-hairpin, or 
driving hard out of long curves and 
teasing the traction control; the Pikes 
Peak feels designed for such corners, 
skating across the soggy, leaf-litter 
slime of mid-October and holding a 
confident, rapid pace. Its Pirelli Scor-
pion Trails are misnamed; on tarmac, 
road noise is translated intuitively as 
grip. And I notice I haven’t adjusted 
my riding position from the comfort 
of cruising up the A1 – the Ducati goes 
down through gears, from relax to at-
tack, without any extra forethought. 
It’s even still in Touring mode; the 
softened throttle response makes 
sense in the wet.

The Peak’s orange traction control 
lights wink in the gloom – even at just 
gone midday, the light is fading enough 
to invert the Multistrada’s photo-
sensitive dash to its night display. I 
press on. A quick refuel for us both 
at Jedburgh, then away again, over 
the Lammermuir Hills and on to the 
Edinburgh ring road. Traffic builds, 
choking and clotting the arterial road 
on to the Forth bridge before dispersing 
on to the M90 towards Perth. 

The A93 collects us for the final sprint 
through Blairgowrie and up into the 
Cairngorms. The Multistrada is in the 
flow, stringing bends together in a fluid 
harmony with such practised ease it 
feels instinctive, like breathing. 

Suddenly, the dark shape of a deer 
appears between the line of massive 
birch trees and trots on to the road 
in front of a quarter of a ton of Ducati 
and rider. Before I can reach the brake 
lever, a faster part of my grey matter 

computes we’re not on collision course 
as long as the deer keeps moving. Mat-
ters, however, are complicated by the 
appearance of a second deer behind  
it. This one escapes a future as venison 
only by the component chemistry of 
Bosch, Brembo, Öhlins and Pirelli. 

The landscape suddenly changes 
character, trees disappearing and farm-
land giving way to mountain moorland. 
From nowhere, huge shapes loom into 
the cloud base on either side as the road 
finally rises, twisting and looping like 
a skewered eel, to climb above 1000ft, 
1500ft, 2000ft. The watery mist be-
comes heavy rain, lashing down and 
bouncing off the tarmac like chippings. 
At the 2209ft summit, on the road-
roof of Britain, there is no celebratory 
marker. Just a lonely radio tower and a 
windswept, rain-lashed sign marking 
the border between Perth and Kinross, 
and Aberdeenshire. 

We’ve officially completed Britain’s 
biggest, longest hill climb. It’s taken 
almost 400 miles, three fuel stops with 
over 36 litres of petrol, and eight and 
half hours (with fuel, food and photo 
stops) of every kind of road riding to 
get here. The Multistrada Pikes Peak 
has been simply astounding; much 
more competent at crushing the miles 
than I expected, but equally skilful at 
dealing with treacherous conditions 
on A-roads and back lanes. 

It’s time to start the long ride home. 
I look at the Ducati, the Ducati looks at 
me, and we’re both happy with the ar-
rangement. And as the Cairngorms ring 
to the heavy-duty thud of the Ducati’s 
Termignoni end can, its brilliant LED 
main beam illuminating the winding 
mountain road, heated kit and music 
wound up to max, I can’t think of a 
bike I’d rather be on for the trip. Let’s 
do this again, backwards. 

Engine Liquid-cooled 1198cc, 4v, 
Testastretta, DVT, four-stroke V-twin
Power 160bhp @ 9500rpm
Torque 100.3ftlb @ 7500rpm
Suspension Fully adjustable 48mm 
USD Öhlins forks, fully adjustable 
Öhlins single rear shock
Brakes 2 x 330mm semi-floating front 
discs, radially mounted four-piston 
Brembo caliper. 265mm rear disc, 
twin-piston, floating Brembo caliper. 
Cornering ABS.
Kerb weight 231kg
Seat height 825-845mm
Capacity 20l

TAKE THE HIGH ROAD

Mist becomes rain as Simon reaches the highest paved summit in the UK

Total miles 
covered

1002

44.2 MPG

E F
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DUCATI MULTISTRADA 1200 

PIKES PEAK £19,295

BRITAIN’S 
LONGEST, 
BIGGEST 
HILL CLIMB 

390
miles

HOLME FEN TO 

CAIRNWELL PASS

457
miles

CAIRNWELL PASS 

TO HOME

155
miles

MISCELLANEOUS MILES 

(COLLECTING BIKE, ETC)

TECH SPEC
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Josef Hage (3) leads from Bernard 

Murray (19), Phil Henderson (23) and 

Steve Henshaw (27) on the approach 

to Lisboa Bend in the 1980 Macau GP. 

The race was won by Sadeo Asami (11)

www.motorcyclenews.com
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50 YEARS 
OF THE MACAU GP

This weekend sees the 50th running of one of the world’s most dangerous 
and mysterious races – and British riders just can’t get enough of it

ROAD RACING SPECIAL

By Stephen Davison

ROAD RACING REPORTER

W
hen former Macau 
Grand Prix champi-
ons Michael Rutter, 
John McGuinness, 
Stuart Easton, Ian 
Hutchinson and last 
year’s winner Peter 

Hickman line up for the 2016 race they 
will be celebrating 50 years of bike rac-
ing on the streets of the Chinese city.

In 1967 Japanese rider Hiroshi 
Hasegawa was the winner of the first 

motorcycle GP held on the 3.8-mile 
Guia circuit, in the former Portuguese 
colony famous for its casinos and gam-
bling. Hasegawa rode a 250cc Yamaha, 
but eight-time Macau winner Rutter 
and his 2016 rivals will be racing state-
of-the-art superbikes on the terrifying 
Armco-lined streets that are normally 
choked with commuter traffic.

“Macau is just like a British Superbike 
circuit – only with barriers around it,” 
says 2001 winner John McGuinness.

With a complete absence of run-off 
or gravel traps, Macau is notoriously 
dangerous and unforgiving. Only a 

few foam mattresses strapped to the 
barriers at some of the slower corners 
offer any protection, but that has not 
stopped the world’s top road racers 
from competing in the end-of-season 
event over the last five decades.

Ron Haslam won six Macau GPs, 
while fellow Brits Chas Mortimer (the 
first European winner in 1976), Mick 
Grant, Robert Dunlop, Steve Hislop, 
Carl Fogarty, Mike Edwards, Phillip 
McCallen, David Jefferies and Steve 
Plater have all been victorious too. 

Former Grand Prix stars Kevin 
Schwantz and Didier de Radiguès are 

among the other famous names who 
have added Macau success to their CV.

“Macau is a nerve-racking place be-
cause of the dangers and because you 
want to win, and that makes it doubly 
intense,” says four-time winner Stuart 
Easton. “But when you overcome that 
it feels extra special.”

This year the entry list is dominated 
by British riders, with 19 of the 28 start-
ers from the UK. One of those is British
Superbikes star Glenn Irwin, who will 
be making his Macau debut on the 
Be Wiser/PBM Ducati.
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The holiday’s over

Steve Plater forever changed the idea of a racing line around the Guia circuit

It is often said that Macau was a 
holiday race until Steve Plater’s 
back-to-back victories in 2006-7. 
With no championship points at 
stake and very little prize money 
on offer, the November event tra-
ditionally marked the end of a long, 
hard season. Racers often saw it as a 
chance to let their hair down on the 
all-expenses-paid trip. 

But Plater, who made his Macau 
debut in 2003 as he began a move 
from British championship racing 
to the roads, had other ideas.

“I wasn’t interested in partying,” 
said Plater. “I was in Macau to race.”

Bouncing his head and shoulders 
off the yellow walls and Armco bar-
riers, Plater’s double whammy on the 
AIM Yamaha in ’06 and ’07 shook up 
the established order. It brought to 
an end the four-time winning streak 
of circuit specialist Michael Rutter. 
The Lincolnshire ace’s performances 
also helped establish Macau as one of 
the Big Four international road races 
alongside the North West 200, Isle 
of Man TT and Ulster Grand Prix.

#MCNwednesday
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Steve Plater changed the end-of-season race 

forever when he played roulette with the barriers

Between them, 
this motley crew 
owns 19 Macau 
GP winners 
trophies

Macau is packed 

with casinos, but the 

biggest gamblers 

are out on track
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MACAU GUIDE
Fast, dangerous and more than a little strange… Here’s what you need to know about Macau

1
The Macau GP 

track, often called 

the Guia circuit, is 3.8 

miles long. Spectators 

are not allowed to 

watch anywhere along 

its length except from 

the grandstands at the 

paddock and Lisboa 

Bend.

2
The bike race 

takes place 

alongside the 

Formula 3 car race 

during the four-day 

Macau event. World 

champions Ayrton 

Senna and Michael 

Schumacher were 

both Macau winners.

3
John MacDonald 

is the only man 

to win Macau on two 

and four wheels.  

The Australian won 

the bike event once, 

in 1969, and the car 

race four times – in 

1965, 1972, 1973 

and 1975.

4
Michael Rutter 

is the most 

successful Macau 

bike racer with 

eight victories. The 

44-year-old took his 

first win in 1998 on 

a Honda RC45, with 

his latest in 2012 on 

a Honda Fireblade.

5
Macau is one 

of the few races 

Joey Dunlop never 

won in his 31-year 

career. Joey’s 

brother Robert, 

who won Macau in 

’89, joked that it was 

the only trophy he 

ever received that 

didn’t already have 

Joey’s name on it.

Hiroshi Hasegawa was the winner of the first Macau GP in 1967, on a 250cc Yamaha

Leon is yet to follow in Ron’s Macau tracksCorners get no tighter than Melco Hairpin. Eerie quiet due to fans being confined to stands

Martin Finnegan 

leads Bruce 

Anstey during 

practice in 2003

‘Macau is just like 
a British Superbike 
circuit – only with 
barriers around it’

JOHN MCGUINNESS
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6
IRTA boss Mike 

Trimby was the 

driving force behind 

the Macau bike GP for 

34 years. He raced 

Macau himself in 

1978, finishing third.

7
No wet tyres are 

taken to Macau. If 

there is rain the bike 

race is cancelled.

8
Hiroshi Hasegawa’s fastest lap in 

1967 was just over 60mph. Stuart 

Easton’s current lap record, set in 2010 

on a Kawasaki ZX-10R, is 95.32mph.

9
In recent years 

the Macau 

Grand Prix has been 

dominated by British 

riders. Brits have 

won every single 

bike race there since 

1998, and 32 of the 

last 35 races. In the 

event’s early years 

the most successful 

nation was Japan.

10
The 

Macau 

GP was initially 

a single 30-lap 

race, before 

becoming a two-

leg affair over 15 

laps in 1979. In 

1995 it was cut 

to a single 15-lap 

race. Today it’s 

run over 12 laps.

In what has become the most legendary 

Macau performance of all, Grand Prix 

star Kevin Schwantz was persuaded to 

ride his factory Suzuki RGV500 in the 

1988 race.

The American, who went on to win the 

500cc world title in 1993, wheelied his 

way to a huge winning margin over Peter 

Rubatto and Robert Dunlop.

“I look back on that and wonder how 

Suzuki ever thought about letting me do 

it,” says Schwantz.

“As big a kid as I was, and as much 

stupid stuff as I did on a proper 

racetrack… wow, what I could have 

done there with those walls, and how 

bad I could have got hurt! It has some 

tricky uphill blind left-right corners, and 

certain parts of it are really, really fast. 

It’s no walk in the park by any stretch.”

SCHWANTZ’S MACAU

Just a few inches of steel separate 

Keith Amor from a pedestrian walkway

Hang off? Pah. 
Mick Grant refuses 

to budge on his way 
to winning in 1984 

Roger Marshall in ’84, trying to ignore 

the bare stone wall lining the track

Schwantz was so 

far ahead in ’88 he 

was pulling feet-off 

wheelies just for fun

Cameron Donald 

finds an apex in ’08. 

Helpfully, it’s in the 

same place as some 

protective Armco 
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MAKE IT YOUR OWN HOT NEW RUBBERSMALL WONDER
Top bikes to customise Dunlop GP Racer D212 The joy of the SV650
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GREAT RIDES

GET ORGANISED
Sort your workspace
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Get more from your bike, your time, your money
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rated

KNOW IT

EXPLORE THE 
BEST OF THE EAST
Spend a day on Norfolk’s finest roads
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Resurrect the dead zone
The majority of garages have an up-and-over door, which is 

great for convenience but not so good for maximising space, as 

they can leave a ‘dead zone’ on the wall either side of the door mechanism. 

But this space can be utilised by fitting shelving or racking for things that 

are used less frequently. It’s important that the action of the door isn’t 

impaired, so check for clearance when you fit anything in this area.

Occasional shelves
If you’ve got a project or rebuild on the go, then you might 

need extra space for a short period of time. You may need to 

place engine components that are being stripped down in sequence, or 

perhaps you need to lay out painted parts to dry safely. The solution is 

to use shelving that snaps together quickly, but can be dismantled and 

stored away when not needed. Clarke make a five-tier system for £20.

1 2 3

No room? No problem. These nine tips will help you free up oodles of space By Bruce Dunn

�SORTED

Maximise your garage

Has a man ever 

looked more 

satisfied with 

the layout of 

his garage?

NEXT
WEEKHow to drain your fuel after a long 

lay-up

Hit the wall
Free up space on your workbench and keep tools neat and tidy 

with a wall-mounted storage system. By fixing a large piece 

of MDF or plywood to the garage wall you can then use hooks and nails to 

mount items like spanners, screwdrivers and ratchets. This system also 

has the added benefit of allowing everything to be stored sequentially in 

size, and gives you quick access to the tool you want.



The buyer
Neil Murray makes a living 

buying & selling pre-loved metal

Neil’s seriously 

tempted by a 

Yamaha FJ1200

#MCNwednesday
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Dirty area
Tools like drills and grinders generate a lot of swarf and 

mess which can be annoying and hazardous, especially 

if you’re using them on your main workbench. Prevent this by 

creating an area away from your main workspace to mount the 

equipment. You can either buy a bespoke workbench dedicated to 

fettling or make your own out of sturdy timber.

Paddock stand storage
If there is one thing that doesn’t seem to fit nicely 

anywhere it’s got to be a paddock stand. They’re ideal 

when they’re in use, but at all other times these strangely shaped 

accessories really get in the way. Hang them from large hooks on 

the walls, or if your garage has some roof space you can install 

hooks or some chipboard loft panels to store them there.

Rag hanger
Old rags are essential in the garage, but if you leave 

them lying around they can make your workshop look 

like a tip. A solution is to use a coat rack to keep them all in one 

place. Grade rags for specific uses, for example have clean ones for 

polishing, and less clean ones for cleaning wheels, while the most 

soiled rags can be used for soaking up spills then discarded.

Charging station
The garage is usually home to several tools that run on 

battery power. Left unmanaged, you can tie yourself 

in knots with the numerous chargers, docking stations and cables, 

which is not only messy but also a potential hazard. Solve this by 

creating a dedicated charging shelf – use cable ties to tidy leads and 

label the chargers so you know what each is for.

Component storage
Wall-mounted storage bins are an excellent solution 

for finding a home for small components like nuts 

and bolts. These systems come in varying sizes and fit directly 

to the wall; Screwfix do a set of 12, including the mounting panel, 

for £26.99. To help keep track of what’s in each bin use a labelling 

system to produce large font labels.

Recycling
Recycle, upcycle, call it what you want but you should 

always think before throwing something away – can 

it be used again?  You could use timber from an old pallet to make 

shelves, or use it in the roof space as loft panels. Or, with a bit of time 

and thought, use unwanted parts to make a unique workshop clock. 

Anything goes, just use your imagination.  

4

6

8

5

7

9

‘You win some, you lose 
some... by one second’
Well, the Sprint ST deal went 

through after all. The seller toted 

it to Metropolis Motorcycles, who 

indicated where they’d hidden 

the alarm/immobiliser, fitted 

the blanking plug (and a new 

battery), and it runs like a charm.  

So that’s in the lock-up, awaiting 

fitment of the new ignition switch, 

replacement of the cracked 

panel, and a full cosmetic valet. 

24,000 miles, fsh, lots of useful 

extras, and a full three-piece 

luggage set, all for £840. I might 

even keep it for myself.

I just missed out on a really, 

really clean low-miles Kawasaki 

GPX250. I’ve tipped these before 

as being astounding value for 

money as, while the styling is 

very early-1990s, the engine 

is basically the same as in the 

modern 250 Ninja, and you can 

pick them up for stupidly low 

money. On eBay, I thought I had 

this nailed, but someone slipped 

in a higher bid with one second 

to go, and I was outbid at £560. 

Rats. I’m absolutely certain that 

good used ones will be closer to 

four figures next spring.

By the time you read this, I’ll 

have made up my mind whether 

or not to buy an old but very 

coherent Yamaha FJ1200. 

These were absolutely the 

best value for money sports-

tourers, when new in the 1990s. 

They had 130bhp, a bulletproof 

engine with superb torque, and 

great comfort. The engine is 

still around today, detuned, in 

the XJR1300, one of the last big 

air-cooled fours you can buy. I 

think I can get a really nice one 

for £1000 or so, and mark it up, 

after a going-over and clean, for 

around £1500 in the new year.

Next week

Why Mk1 Speed Triples are the 

next future classic.

2015 Kawasaki ER-6f, £3140

Seller says: 1900 miles, some 

scratches and tiny dent in tank, not 

used for 6 months.

Neil says:  Scratches are all but 

invisible - this is a barely run-in bike 

at a huge saving. No reason not to 

buy this.

2005 BMW K1200S, £3111

Seller says: Non-ABS model, 

17,500 miles, electronic 

suspension, panniers. 

Neil says:  I’d get this checked - the 

early electronic suspension could 

fail and was super-expensive to 

replace.  Potential bargain, though.

ALSO CATCHING MY EYE THIS WEEK

14,896 bikes for sale right now!



36

Flaky paint
Ten years down the line the paint 

on the frame welds has started 

to get a little bit tatty.

Kawasaki ER-6f

What we said then
“Kawasaki’s ER-6 has already proved its 

worth. It’s fun, light, looks funky, is easy 

to ride and has enough power to have 

fun on. Adding a fairing has increased 

that appeal, especially for those who 

want to do serious miles. The fairing 

isn’t a simple bolt-on – Kawasaki have 

used the distinctive Z1000 headlight 

and built the fairing around it. It exudes 

quality. Handling is almost identical to 

the naked version – it just feels slightly 

heavier. However, it’s still very flickable, 

immense fun and very easy to ride.” 

Adam Child, MCN January 22, 2006

But what is it like now?
It’s hard to believe that the ER6-f is ten 

years old. It only seems like yesterday 

when Kawasaki took the logical step 

of slapping a fairing on their fun-and-

funky 650cc parallel-twin roadster to 

create a stylish, do-it-all which was as 

popular with hardcore commuters and 

Sunday scratchers as it was with newer 

riders. Although mechanically identical 

to the original naked variant, the ER-6f 

boasted a high-quality bespoke fairing 

For such a practical bike, I was initially 

surprised at just how far the mirrors 

are from the bars. Visibility is good, but 

this position makes adjustment on the 

fly a bit of a stretch. They also get vibey 

under hard acceleration, as do the bars 

and pegs which can get uncomfortable 

after long periods in the saddle.

Has it worn well?
Being used as a daily commuter has 

taken its toll on the Kawasaki, and after 

21,000 miles this particular example 

is beginning to show its age. The model 

was introduced as a value-for-money, 

entry-level commuter so although it 

boasts some quality components such 

as the clocks and plastics, some of 

the metal parts were a little low-spec 

even when new. This machine’s painted 

tubular frame and swingarm is looking 

a little tatty and is now showing some 

surface rust. Likewise the header pipes 

are also showing the patina of daily, 

year-round use. The R&G crash bung 

on the right-hand side was also scuffed, 

which suggests the bike has been 

dropped at some point in the last few 

years. This could also explain why there 

is an aftermarket exhaust can. 

The twin-pot front Tokico calipers 

don’t offer much feedback and have 

little initial bite, although this was a 

criticism of the bike when new and 

can be improved with braided steel 

lines and aftermarket semi-sintered 

pads. The tyres, although from budget 

manufacturer Maxxis, still offered 

enough grip to inspire easy, dry-weather 

lean angles, and this was only amplified 

by the ER6’s fun, flickable handling. 

An ideal partner
If you’re looking for a characterful first 

bike or a trusty, fun commuter, then an 

ER-6f is hard to ignore. With info-packed 

clocks that include a fuel gauge, decent 

wind protection from that fairing, and 

class-leading lightness, the parallel-

twin should prove a perfect partner. You 

can pick one up privately for as little 

as £1700 and barring a few cosmetic 

blemishes, it shouldn’t let you down.

complete with new clocks, and revised 

suspension to cope with the additional 

4kg of weight from the bodywork. 

A decade down the line and that 

peppy 69bhp parallel-twin has lost 

none of its appeal. There’s bags of 

character and a reassuring throb of 

torque which accompanies every fistful 

of perfectly fuelled thrust. Regardless 

of your skill level, the ER-6f is a serious 

hoot and you’d be hard pushed not to 

let it entertain you.

Contrary to what the comfortable, 

upright riding position might suggest, 

life on board the ER-6f is far from 

boring, and I’m forever spurred on by 

the throaty grumble of the Delkevic can 

fitted to this example, which crackles 

and spits on the overrun. I found myself 

downshifting and blipping the throttle 

just so I could hear it. 

Changing up a gear, however, was a 

different story. This particular model 

had a very high-positioned gear lever 

and I would sometimes hit a false 

neutral when journeying between first 

and second. After I had adjusted my 

riding style to accommodate this, the 

neutrals disappeared and the change 

was perfectly pleasant. The clutch 

action was light and smooth, too.

Perky twin bought practicality at a knock-down price

FIND YOUR ER-6f ON 

2006-2008

2006-2008
Kawasaki ER-6f

Colours Green and black, blue 

and black, red and black, silver

Dealer £2200 Private good 

£2700 Private average 

£2400 This one Showing 

26,000 miles it’s in fair condition 

considering its age and is totally 

standard. A bargain at £1699. 

2009-2011
Kawasaki ER-6f

Colours Black and orange

Dealer £3850 Private good 

£2700 Private average 

£2250 This one Updated ver-

sion from 2011 showing 10,249 

miles. It’s sharper looking 

with improved suspension. 

Dealer sale, £3395.

2013-2015
Kawasaki ER-6f

Colours Green and black, 

white and black Dealer £3900

Private good £3100 Private 

average £2700 This one 

2013 model, with comfort-boost-

ing accessories like heated grips 

and comfort seat. Full service 

history, 12,000 miles, £3499.

Dan Sutherland

MCN GUEST TESTER

REVISITED

Eye-catching in 
black and red, you’ll 

have plenty of fun 
for your money 

Garage
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Aftermarket exhaust

Early ER6s are prone to the exhaust 

cracking, so if the bike you’re looking at 

has a standard can that sounds as loud 

as an aftermarket item then the 

chances are that it’s cracked.

Brakes lack feel

Upgrading the rubber lines for braided 

steel and fitting decent aftermarket 

pads can bring back some bite.

The Mechanic

“The ER-6f is a good bike, 

really. It’s the perfect 

step-up bike from 

a 125 and there’s 

plenty of poke, but 

it’s not going to 

blow your socks 

off. We also get 

people buying 

them that are 

experienced riders 

who don’t want to go too 

big with their bikes. It is also 

very popular with commuters - 

offering good returns on fuel and 

being very reliable. 

“If you are considering buying 

one of these bikes secondhand, it 

is worth noting that the exhaust 

on the early 2006-2008 models 

used to crack, due to the bike’s 

vibrations. You need to make sure 

they haven’t just been repaired 

rather than being replaced. 

They used to crack where the 

2015 
Kawasaki ER-6f

Colours White and black, 

green and black, and black

Dealer £4500 Private good 

£3500 Private average 

£3100 This one It’s clearly 

been cossetted, as it comes with 

battery Optimiser leads. 7500 

miles. Dealer sale, £4500.

Insurance
Sample MCNCompare.com quotes for £1800 used faired middleweight 

commuters from cheapest to costliest and where the ER-6f fits in

£90 £91 £91

2002 
Honda 

CBR600F

2004 
Yamaha FZ6 

Fazer 

2010 
Triumph 

Street Triple

2007 
Kawasaki 

ER-6f 

£91 £91

‘They always seem to take 
the punishment’

exhaust system, compared 

to the early ones that 

had downpipes and a 

silencer. 

“On the whole 

this has been a 

really good bike for 

us and as strong 

as an ox. They are 

also not a bad bike to 

work on and are quite 

reasonable as modern 

bikes go. It’s always a bit fiddly 

to get to the spark plugs, but it’s 

generally a good bike to maintain. 

“These bikes are also very good 

on fuel. When you run them in they 

return at least 65mpg. They’ve 

got 70 horsepower, with a good 

power-to-weight ratio too, which 

also make them quite a fun bike 

to ride. 

“When people bring them into 

the garage for work, they appear 

in all sorts of conditions. We see 

people who pootle about on them 

and people who ring the neck out 

of them. However, they always 

seem to take the punishment 

quite comfortably. We’ve been 

selling the ER-6f since they came 

out and we’ve never had to take a 

cylinder head out. For us, they’ve 

been very low maintenance.”

‘We’ve never had 

to take a cylinder 

head out. They’ve 

been very easy’

MARK BOWEN, 

founder and owner of 

Bowen Moto, Chatham

downpipes met the silencer, so 

check here. They used to crack 

so cleanly that they would still 

fit together and the way to tell it 

had happened was if the bike was 

slightly louder than you would 

expect for a standard pipe. 

“Besides that, they’re not really 

known for any problems – but it’s 

always nice to have a bit of service 

history. The later models have 

a completely different exhaust 

system on them, so they didn’t 

suffer from the same cracking 

issue. They had a full two-into-one 

Finish can suffer under year-round use and check the exhaust for cracks

Look
here

Look
here

£90
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�GREAT RIDES

B
eing ensconced in the east 

of England, Norwich is very 

much a destination rather than 

somewhere you might chance upon 

en route to elsewhere, but the historic 

city is well worth a visit. Whether it’s to 

take in the views at the cathedral, visit 

Tinklers Yamaha – the city dealership 

that’s been in business for 83 years 

– or as the place to start a brilliant 

afternoon-long ride.

Escaping the city on the A1067 is 

a great start to the ride as this road is 

surprisingly enjoyable. It may not be 

overly challenging, but it is relatively 

traffic free. Taking the fast and well 

surfaced A148 to Cromer, the next 

stage of the ride encapsulates the true 

spirit of Norfolk. The A149 is a small 

and in places poorly surfaced road but 

that doesn’t detract from the fun. 

Reaching Caister-on-Sea you can 

venture into Great Yarmouth with its 

flashing lights and slot machines or 

instead stay for a while in the more 

relaxed Caister before taking the A47 

to Norwich. Should you want to extend 

your ride then you can follow the A149 

back to Cromer then nip along the 

coast for chips in Hunstanton. 

Take in some bends 

then head to Cromer 

for the famous crabs
Route Eastern promise Distance 90 miles Time Half 

a day Brief description Norwich coastal loop

TOMTOM RIDER
The new TomTom RIDER 

has been redesigned for 

life on the road and, with 

MCN, we’re going to help 

you discover, explore 

and enjoy new routes 

each week. Download 

each from motorcycle-

news.com/greatrides 

onto an SD card and your 

TomTom Rider will show 

you the way.

i
GREAT YARMOUTH – A bit like Blackpool but with-

out the tower or ballroom dancing, Yarmouth is 

fantastic for a few hours entertainment if not a 

weekend away.

SNETTERTON CIRCUIT – This BSB track is located 

down the A11 at Thetford. It has a packed calendar 

of club races and trackdays.

TANK PAD MAP

Garage

www.motorcyclenews.com

DOWNLOAD 

THE ROUTE

Sponsored by

motorcyclenews.com/greatrides

Clockwise from Norwich

A1067 – Fakenham

ROUNDABOUT RIGHT – 

A148 – Cromer

ROUNDABOUT RIGHT 

A149 – Great Yarmouth

ROUNDABOUT LEFT – 

A47 – Norwich

Anti clockwise from 

Norwich

A47 – Great Yarmouth

ROUNDABOUT LEFT 

A149 – Cromer

ROUNDABOUT LEFT – 

A148 – Fakenham

ROUNDABOUT LEFT 

A1067 – Norwich

Begin your adventure with 

FREE DELIVERY  
& RETURNS
MCNshop.com –The best place to buy your biking kit
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Harley 
Sportster 1200C
It’s already off to a flying 

start with a sissy bar, 

luggage rack and screen. 

Now it’s up to you to add 

in some Screamin’ Eagle 

parts from the Harley 

catalogue.  

Suzuki 
Bandit 1200

This 2007 Bandit has done 

just over 27k miles and 

boasts extras such as a 

Micron can and braided 

brake lines front and rear 

plus an aftermarket oil 

cooler guard.

Yamaha 
XT660Z Ténéré

Yamaha hard luggage, 

heated grips, engine bars, 

hand guards and more 

for this 2012 bike that’s on 

sale with 10,428 miles on 

the clock.

Kawasaki 
ZRX1200

Twelve years old but with 

fewer than 3000 miles 

on the clock, this muscle 

machine is almost too 

tidy to modify but you can 

always keep the original 

parts immaculate.

from the 
classifieds

PER O E

4
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These bikes are all blank canvases, 

for you to improve, by Neil Murray

£2500

£4500

£4690

£5495

Harley-Davidson 1200 Sportster 2004-present

Kawasaki ZRX1100/1200 
1997-2008
Lots of tuning parts – ZZ-R1100 cams 
(they don’t fit the 1200, though), flat-slide 
carbs (no namby-pamby fuel injection 
here) and a naughty exhaust will give 
150bhp. Even an Akrapovic, different air 
filter and a Dynojet kit will give a 20% 
increase over stock.
What you’ll pay now £1200-£4500
But should you? Like raw steak for 
breakfast? This is your motorcycle, sir.

Yamaha XTZ660 Ténéré 
2008-present
Fast becoming the choice for overlanders 
who don’t want (or can’t afford) a BMW 
GS: huge tin panniers, satnav, Timbuktu 
stickers and a jerrycan are the usual basic 
mods. An extra sprocket-side rear wheel 
bearing is a wise move, as the stock single 
unit is almost a service item.
What you’ll pay now £2750-£5000
But should you? Not if you’re a short-
arse: seat height is stratospheric.

Triumph Bonneville 
2000-present
A bit like Harley, this was a crafty way 
of making the Hinckley accessories 
department a nice little earner and that’s 
no bad thing because the kit is good 
quality and always fits. Original 790cc is a 
bit weedy. The Thruxton, from 2004, has 
more power but is still no fireball.  
What you’ll pay now £2750-£6000
But should you? For coolness, a Thruxton 
with Arrow pipes and Ace Café stickers.

BMW R1100-1200GS 
1994-present
There’s a massive choice of touring 
equipment from BMW and an army of 
firms. Hardly anything performance-
oriented: it’s all survival kit for dirt roads 
and deserts, and BMW have bought into it 
themselves with the Adventure version. 
What you’ll pay now £1500-£12,000
But should you? Sure but 2005-08 
models best avoided because BMW’s 
quality control took a dive.

7
Ready and 

waiting for 

accessories

None of these 

stay standard 

for long

We’ve chosen 2004 as the cut-off date 
because, although the Sportster has 
been around in one guise or another 
since 1957, the old rigid-mounted 
engines were boneshakers and the 
883 is just a bit too, well, weedy. This 
was the year they rubber-mounted the 
engine. Not a sportsbike in any sense of 
the word, but a standout machine and 
you can practically build one from spare 
parts, from the wheels up. Nobody 
leaves a Sportster stock (the first thing 
people change is the tiny fuel tank, and 
the second is the exhaust). You don’t so 
much buy a Sportster as start collecting 

one, like those endless D’Agostini 
partworks that sucker you into building 
a model of HMS Victory. For four years.
What you’ll pay now £4000-£8000, 
depending on spec. We’d choose 
an FI model from 2006 on.
But should you? Well, 
it’s a lifestyle choice.  
And a way of avoiding 
depreciation.

The 900SS stripped of its 
bodywork and given sexy 
naked styling proved a game-
changer, and has been built in 
sizes from 600cc to 1200cc. 
Aftermarket parts? Thousands. 
Carbon this, stainless that, 
anodised the other, and more 
red bits than a Costa del Sol 
beach. Termignoni pipes are 
almost compulsory and are 
the quickest way to liberate 
horsepower. Latest ones are 

the best performers; early 
900s are a bit tired now. 
The air-cooled models 
still look the best and are 
way cheaper to run. The 
600/620 is cheapest, and 
the best way into Ducatis 

with little financial risk.
What you’ll pay now £1000-

£9000. We’d go for an injected 
796. But should you? No naked 
bike is as cool.

Ducati Monster 
1993-present

BIKES 
TO

RSONALISE

Classic Suzuki model development: 
make a parts bin special in a cheap frame 
and price it as cheap as a bicycle. Well, 
almost. Oil-cooled GSX-R-based engine 
is in a very low state of tune – merely 
adding a decent end can liberates a dozen 
horsepower. Just about any part can 
be easily and cheaply improved: engine, 
brakes, forks, rear suspension, you name 
it. That’s why the big Bandit was so 

affordable to begin with. Streetfightered 
ones have usually been crashed, which is 
why they were modded. It’s the stunt bike 
of choice, so beware ones with iffy second 
gears and shot head races. That apart, 
they’re just about indestructible and you 
won’t find two alike.
What you’ll pay now £1000-£2500
But should you? On a pound per 
horsepower basis, nothing comes close.

Suzuki 1200 Bandit 1996-2007
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Both fun and frugal  –  a 

winning combination that 

I’ll really miss

Not blessed with 

tremendous power, but 

that’s not the point

+

-

O�Read long-term test updates at 
motorcyclenews.com/fleet16

RUNNING VERDICT

TONY HOARE

Experienced rider and former 

racer who seems to be losing his 

appetite for going fast

HEIGHT 5ft 10in 

WEIGHT 95kg

S
o that is that, my time with 

SuzukiÕs updated 2016 

SV650 has come to an end. 

After almost 5500 miles 

with the V-twin IÕve been 

impressed with just how much fun 

there is to be had by going back to 

smaller bikes.

IÕve been running long-term test 

bikes for 13 years and the SV is the 

smallest, both physically and in terms 

of power output, that IÕve had Ð but itÕs 

been right up there with the best of 

them for fun output.

The whole point was to test my 

theory that the small ones can, 

indeed, be more juicy, because itÕs 

possible to explore more of their 

potential without running up speeds 

that can only spell trouble. And that 

was mostly how it panned out, once 

running-in was out of the way and 

barring a couple of episodes where 

the SV wasnÕt in its ideal environment.

The first problem was during my 

biennial rider assessment, which 

is part of being allowed to ride test 

bikes for MCN. The assessor felt I 

was riding too fast, which felt ironic 

in a year when IÕd chosen a bike that 

I thought would slow me down! I 

suspect the body language of the 

Tony discovers you don’t need big bhp to have a ball

Small is 
beautiful

5500
MILES

little SV as it hauled my 15-stone 

frame around didnÕt help the pair of 

us look like the picture of composure. 

I also think my confidence in riding a 

less powerful bike bordered on cocky 

(especially as I only scored a six out of 

10 for attitude!)

The second illustration was on 

a Suzuki trackday at Silverstone in 

August. It was an excellent event, 

but the wide open spaces and long 

straights didnÕt make for a happy 

hunting ground on the SV, which 

was struggling for both power and 

handling capability.

The slightly springy nature of the 

SV, which I thoroughly enjoyed in 

normal road riding, was shown up on 

track as bigger, stodgier bikes easily 

came past me and went off into the 

distance. I ordered a new shock from 

Dutch firm Hyperpro, to address the 

issue for another trackday, but events 

overtook me and I handed in the 

SuzukiÕs keys before I could fit it.

The SV has now transferred into 

the ownership of MCN Staff Writer 

Andy Davidson and I already miss the 

SuzukiÕs blend of easy performance, 

nippy handling and downright frugality 

on fuel. Over my time with the SV I 

averaged 55mpg without once trying 

to be economical (or intending to 

thrash the pants off it).

It was also easy on rubber, helping 

the Continental Sport Attack 3 tyres 

(£220 before fitting) last 4500 miles Ð 

and they still had a fair slice of life left 

in them by the end. 

And the SV did all this while 

remaining a near-constant source of 

fun. Mates on more powerful bikes 

would sometimes leave me behind, 

but riding a smaller bike meant I could 

relax and not put any pressure on 

myself to try and keep up. The SV has 

been a brilliant companion and I hope 

Andy looks after it properly, as IÕm 

going to miss it.

SUZUKI SV650 
£5495
FUEL 13.8 litres @ 55mpg = 167 

miles WEIGHT 197kg SEAT 785mm

POWER 75bhp TORQUE 47ftlb

‘The slightly springy 

nature of the SV was 

shown up on track’

‘I already miss 

the nippy 

handling and 

frugality on fuel’

It was fun on trackdays, 

but easily shown up by 

beefier machines

OUR BIKES

Yoshimura Alpha 

exhaust £499

With the baffle inserted, the 
V-twin burble was still better 

than the standard can. 
I didn’t dyno-test the bike with the 

exhaust, but it felt freer 
when running the unbaffled 

exhaust.
www.performanceparts-ltd.

com

Suzuki 

Sports Tuck Roll 

seat £149

I didn’t have a problem with 
the standard seat, but I had 

emails from SV-owning readers 
who found it uncomfortable, so I 

tried this official Suzuki accessory. 
It didn’t make the bike any more 

or less comfortable. Fail.
www.suzuki-gb.co.uk/

motorcycles/
accessories



RUNNING 
COSTS

average
Best: 65.53 (country A-roads 

and dual-carriageway)
Worst: 45.85mph (track/road)

Cost of current tyres
Continental Sport Attack 3
(mail order before fitting)

£220

55.59 MPG

Insurance

Tyres

SUZUKI SV650

Cash price – £5736
Deposit – £2000

Total Amount of predit – 
£3736

Total pmount payable – 
£6552.96

Agreement duration – 
37 months

Purchase fee* – £10
Initial repayment of – £59.36

35 repayments of – £59.36
Final repayment of – £2,416
Interest rate (fixed) – 8.47%

APR – 8.9% APR
Annual mileage – 4000

*Included in the final repayment.

£59.36

Best PCP deal

A MONTH

Based on a 45-year old with 5 years 

no claims. Bike is garaged with data 

tag and Abus disc-lock. Policy is for 

comprehensive cover with 3000-3999 

mileage limit.

45-year-old 

in Hull 

(£650 excess)

45-year-old 

in London 

(£450 excess)

£98.34 £151.56

E F
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Tony, bad attitude 

and all, guides 

the SV around 

Silverstone

Continental 
Sport Attack 3 

tyres approx £220
Considerably better than 

the poor OE Dunlop Qualifiers, 

improving the handling 

characteristics, ride quality 

and grip levels. They weren’t as 

impressive as sports touring tyres 

in the wet, but in every other 

sense they were excellent.

www.metzelermoto.

co.uk



When it comes to two-up riding 

bikes don’t come much comfier

www.motorcyclenews.com

42 Garage

Northern exposure

FUEL 13.1 litres @ 57.5mpg = 165 miles

WEIGHT 223kg SEAT 710mm

POWER 52bhp TORQUE 43ftlb

HARLEY-DAVIDSON 
STREET 750 £5795

ALISON SILCOX 

Office Manager

Riding for 12 years and 

over 20 as pillion.

HEIGHT 5ft 10in

WEIGHT 72kg

alison.silcox@motorcyclenews.com

A
s the Street 750 is built in India 
and is powered by a water-
cooled engine, I’m aware the 

entry-level bike is not true to Harley-
Davidson’s roots. I wondered what 

T 
ouring Scotland in late 
autumn might sound like 
madness – far more sensible 
to hop on a ferry down to 

Santander, surely? But get some half 
decent weather and you’re in for an 
absolute treat, as I discovered heading 
to the Cairngorms on the RT with my 
fiancée Sarah along for the ride. 

Scotland is stunning this time of 
year; the forests and landscape are 
bursting with colour and breathtaking 
in golden beauty. The summer traffic 
has all but disappeared, as have the 
infamously infuriating midges. Better 
still, it’s easier to book accommodation. 

But what about the risk of bad 
conditions? As the explorer Sir Ranulph 
Fiennes once said ‘there is no such 

Dedicated Hog fans deliver their verdict

Will Harley owners 
accept the Street?

G
A

R
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BMW R1200RT 
£15,875

ADAM CHILD

Professionally 

testing bikes for the 

last 15 years.

HEIGHT 5ft 6in

WEIGHT 75kg

tony.hoare@motorcyclenews.com

FUEL 25 litres @ 52.3mpg = 287 miles

WEIGHT 274kg SEAT Height 805/825mm

POWER 120bhp @ 7500rpm 

dyed-in-the-wool Harley lovers would 
think of it, so I caught up with three of 
them. All are active members of Harley 
Owners Group (HOG) chapters and 
have 25 years of ownership between 

7646
MILES

thing as bad weather just inappropriate 
clothing’ so for this reason we reserved 
one of the RT’s panniers just for spare 
gloves, waterproofs and even two 
heated waistcoats. With the added 
large BMW soft tailbag (£157), Sarah 
and I had more than enough storage 
and sacrificed a pannier just for some 
extra warm kit. 

Better still, we struck lucky and 
enjoyed dry roads for all three days 
and covered just over 650 fantastic 
miles. Early in the morning and at dusk 
the temperatures did drop into single 
figures, but with so many creature 
comforts at my disposal I didn’t even 
have to change from my lightweight 
summer gloves. The heated grips get 
so warm you could cook hotdogs on 

them, and you can feel the heated 
seat working through thick Cordura 
trousers. On the back Sarah also had 
the benefits of a heated seat, with 
two levels of temperature on offer. 
The huge electric screen combined 
with large fairing takes away 90% of 
the cold wind-blast, not just for me 
but pillion also. The screen is fine for 
80mph visor-up touring, and makes a 
welcome difference for the pillion too, 
(see box out, below). 

Without being rude to lovely 5ft 3in 
Sarah, we were carrying some weight. 
A 12-stone fully kitted rider plus nine-
stone passenger, two full panniers and 
the huge tailpack meant the RT was 
a handful at low speeds. It’s easy to 
fine tune the electronically adjustable 
suspension, adding more preload and 
even change the damping on the move. 
But I did struggle a tad when trying to 
filter through stationary traffic around 
Edinburgh. 

In hindsight I should have opted for 
a lower seat to make life a little easier; 
I’m only 5ft 7in and I found it hard work 
to lift the bike from its sidestand when 
fully loaded, even more so with a full 24 
litres in the fuel tank. 

But, considering the extra weight, 
the RT coped admirably once on the 
move above 20mph, in fact we had 
some fun on the endless twists and 
turns in the Cairngorm mountains. I 
thought the partially water-cooled 
boxer motor might struggle with the 
extra weight and bulk, as the RT’s 
120bhp isn’t huge power especially 
when compared to the competition, but 
I never felt it lacking. Fast cruising up 
the A1 wasn’t a problem, and it was so 
comfortable that Sarah even struggled 
to stay awake at one point. There was 
always plenty of power in reserve 
when overtaking slow-moving traffic; 
quick overtakes might have required a 
downshift or two, but the quickshifter 
made changes back up the box as 
smooth as possible. 

My only regret is that we left our 
mini break too late in the year, my RT 
goes back to BMW shortly which is a 
shame as we were already considering 
another expedition up north. 

Street 750 

tries to win over 

HOG members

‘The grips get so warm you 

could cook hotdogs, and 

you can feel the heated seat 

through thick Cordura’

“I freely admit to turning on the heated 

seat just 30 minutes after we set off!” 

writes Sarah Tuckwell. “Being a pillion 

means you are familiar with buffeting 

and always trying to duck behind the 

rider, but with the screen fully extended 

there is a huge difference, immediately 

you can release the tension in your neck 

and start to appreciate the scenery. You 

can even sing along to the radio without 

the wind whistling past your ears. 

“Once we reached the scenic route 

the BMW was much more fun, the 

engine’s power meant that overtaking 

was effortless. I thoroughly enjoyed the 

journey and as the sun set we 

reached our destination warm, sheltered 

and without a numb posterior.

“A quick word about luggage: I packed 

three outfits, which included a leather 

jacket and winter boots, a large cosmetic 

bag, and hair straighteners too.”

‘IT’S PURE 
LUXURY’



Brace of Thruxtons? Can’t be bad

Plug in the dongle and load up the HHC

Changing the time’s never been easier

0 0 3 3 44

0 0 3 7 69
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Quick updates

GO ONLINE
Catch up with MCN’s long term fl eet 
with weekly up-dates and videos at:
motorcyclenews.com/fl eet16
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DUCATI XDIAVELS 
£18,395
FUEL 18 litres @ 50mpg = 200 miles

WEIGHT 247kg SEAT HEIGHT 755mm

POWER 156bhp TORQUE 95ftlb

THE RIDER Emma Franklin. 125GP racer with 

a love of sports and performance.

HEIGHT 5ft 7in WEIGHT 60kg

emma.franklin@motorcyclenews.com

This is one for the list of ‘things I never 

knew I needed’: Hill Hold Control. I’ve 

always taken great pleasure in trying to 

learn how to do things for myself, and 

will be forever grateful that I grew up 

in a time when traction control, ABS, 

anti-wheelie and myriad other helpful 

systems just didn’t exist, and now my 

Super Duke GT has HHC (£147.52), 

which automatically detects when 

you’ve come to a halt on an incline, and 

will hold the brakes on for you for the 

Maybe it’s the way my brain’s wired, 

but I can never usually be bothered 

with the rigmarole of resetting a bike’s 

clock at the end of British Summer 

Time. Even though I love to keep an 

eye on the time as I’m riding to work, 

I’m usually flummoxed by the need to 

press and hold buttons to enter menus 

and submenus, and then I usually balls 

it up. Even the clock in my car, which 

I’ve owned for five years, is only right 

for half a year (incidentally, if anyone 

KTM 1290 SUPER DUKE 
GT £15,999
FUEL 23 litres @ 44.55mpg = 225 miles

WEIGHT 205kg (dry) SEAT HEIGHT 835mm

POWER 173bhp TORQUE 106ftlb

THE RIDER Richard Newland. Sportsbike 

addict with a love of road riding, in all 

weathers.

HEIGHT 5ft 11in WEIGHT 115kg

richard.newland@motorcyclenews.com

few seconds before you pull away. It 

takes just minutes to enable at your 

dealer, and no-one even has to get a 

spanner out – it’s all about laptops and 

dongles. It’s actually rather useful, too. 

knows how to reset the time in a 2007 

Mercedes CLK320, please get in 

touch!) But all that’s changed with the 

XDiavel. Literally two buttons and 10 

seconds was all it took. 

TRIUMPH THRUXTON R 
£11,700

When I spotted MCN Senior Road 

Tester Michael Neeves riding an almost 

identical Thruxton R to mine on the 

original Pirelli Diablo Rosso Corsas, I 

jumped at the chance to compare them 

to the Metzeler Roadtec 01s I have 

been using. The difference was quite 

considerable when ridden one after 

the other. The Pirellis were more agile 

round corners and felt very sporty but 

at the cost of the feel for grip, even 

when warmed up a bit. However nice 

the sporty feel was, I would have to 

FUEL 14.5 litres @ 49mpg = 149 miles

WEIGHT 203kg (dry) SEAT HEIGHT 810mm  

POWER 95.6bhp TORQUE 82.6ftlb

THE RIDER Simon Relph. 41 years of 

experience, both on and off road. 

HEIGHT 6ft 1in WEIGHT 98kg

simon.relph@motorcyclenews.com

go for the Metzelers, purely for the 

total confident feel they give me, and 

the sheer amount of grip they offer on 

a cold wet day. I think I will save the 

Pirellis for the summer.

10,908
MILES

them so they were well qualified to 

comment on the Street 750.

As we start chatting it becomes 

apparent there are different views 

on whether it matters that the bike is 

built outside of the US of A. 

First up, Street Glide owning Peter 

Jackson sees the bike being properly 

American as a vital part of what 

makes a Harley-Davidson, whereas 

Super Glide owner Dave Hughes says 

it doesn’t matter where it’s built, as 

long as it’s manufactured by Harley.

What holds more importance for 

these Harley stalwarts is the way the 

bike looks. All three feel the Street 

750 isn’t true to how a Harley should 

appear. Dave said: “If you took the 

Harley badge off it could easily be a 

Kymco or anything that comes from 

Malaysia, Korea or India.”

While Peter understands the logic 

behind building a more affordable bike 

to introduce new riders to the world of 

Harley, he too feels the looks could be 

better: “I know they are trying to have 

a low-cost, entry-level bike but for me 

the Sportster looks a million miles 

better than this. Alright, it’s more 

money but I just don’t like the look.”

Out of the three, Fred Davies is the 

only one to have ridden a Street 750, 

taking his dealer’s demo bike while his 

Super Glide Dyna Custom was in for a 

service. He was disappointed, saying it 

felt cramped and that he struggled to 

change gear because he couldn’t get 

his boot underneath the lever.

And i f these three guys were new to 

riding, none would entertain buying a 

Street 750. Dave said: “If I’d got £6000 

in my pocket I’d much rather buy a 

secondhand Harley.”

While none of the guys would part 

with their own cash to buy a Street 

750, I was curious to know whether 

they would accept an owner into the 

Harley family. Without exception 

they said they would. I think Dave 

summed up the views of all nicely by 

saying: “For me, it’s no problem, it 

says Harley on the tank and they have 

manufactured it, that’s not an issue. 

It’s not for anybody to be snobby about 

what bike anyone rides.”

‘If you took the 
Harley badge off it 
could be a Kymco’

DAVE HUGHES

They’re just 
off to buy 

ice creams

Chad gets arty with 
the rustic scenery

You certainly dodge 

the summer crowds…

Stunning scenery 

and zero traffic. 

This is perfect
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NEW GEAR

1
Increased durability and 

more resistance to cold tear 

than previous model.

2
Lap times comparable with 

Dunlop’s full-on GP Pro and 

KR106/8 racing tyres.

3
Less sensitive to track and 

temperature conditions 

than a pro racing tyre.

Dunlop GP Racer D212 £275/pair* 
French rubber specialists provide an easier ride for track addicts

Need to 
know...

IF YOU LIKE THIS…
Metzeler Racetec 

RR K3 £265/pair
Hugely grippy on track, durable and 
not too sensitive to temperature and 

conditions. They’re fine to use on 
the road, give decent wet grip 

and will last well over 2000 
miles on a superbike. 

IF YOU LIKE THIS

Dunlop’s new GP Racer D212 will 

give serious trackday riders and club 

racers a chance to enjoy top-level tyre 

performance without the hassles that 

can go with full-on competition rubber.

Replacing the current GP Racer 

D211 (they’ll cost around the same), 

the new GP Racer D212 is based 

heavily on the French firm’s D212 GP 

Pro supersport tyre, itself a treaded 

version of the KR106/8 racing slick 

used in Moto2.

The GP Racer D212 shares the 

D212 GP Pro’s basic construction, fast 

steering character and tread pattern, 

but comes in new, friendlier multi-

tread compounds that aren’t as track 

and temperature-sensitive as a racing 

tyre, so there’s less chance of the 

dreaded cold tear that can ruin a tyre 

in a few laps. They will be available 

in a choice of two front compounds 

– Soft and Medium – and two NTEC 

rears – Medium and Endurance – in 

both slick and treaded varieties.

We got the chance to test the 

new GP Racer D212s, hot off their 

warmers, at Dunlop’s 3km test track 

at Mireval, near Montpellier, on a 

road-going R1 and ZX-10R using the 

harder Medium/Endurance front and 

rear, and Dunlop’s race-prepped R1 

test bike fitted with the Soft/Medium 

compounds.

On both 1000cc road bikes, with 

their soft suspension set-ups, there’s 

more grip than you know what to do 

with at either end. But it’s only when 

you try them on a machine like the 

race-prepped R1 with stiffer, cleaner 

handling, increased ground clearance 

and racier brakes and power that you 

can really pick out what these new 

tyres are all about.

Front grip is absolute and you can 

throw the gnarly R1 on its side with 

ridiculous speed and confidence. 

Changes of direction through flip-

flops are a piece of cake and there’s 

loads of rear grip, too. Bikes with over 

200bhp can make even the best race 

tyres drift, but the GP Racers slide 

progressively and with bags of feel.

They’re available in January, in 

120/70-17 front; 160/60-17, 180/55-

17, 190/55-17, 200/55-17 rear sizes. 

Q www.dunlopmotorcycle.eu

‘On a litre bike, 

there’s more grip 

than you know 

what to do with’

*Price for 120/70 
front, 190/55 rear
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Innovative Italian brand Dainese 
have evolved their sports-road 
leather airbag jacket for 2017. 
The airbag inside the new 
Misano D-air now wraps around 
the chest, flanks and back, 
while also protecting the full 
length of each shoulder and the 
neck. Dainese have also made 
improvements to the electronics 
platform, which is totally 
independent of the bike and 
uses six sensors and an ECU to 
monitor a rider’s movements 
1000 times per second in 
order to detect a crash. Plus, 
the rider can now check on 
the system’s status via a 
new forearm-mounted 
LED. Dainese also claim 
battery performance has 
been improved, giving 
up to 24 hours of use 
between charges. 
Q�www.dainese.com

For those who enjoy cleaning their bike as much 
as riding it, Muc-Off have released their Ultimate 
Valet Kit. Contained in a stylish fabric bag, the 
kit contains Muc-Off’s very finest motorcycle 
beautifying potions: a bottle of their famous pink 
Motorcycle Cleaner, a Motorcycle Degreaser, Disc 
Brake Cleaner, Motorcycle Protectant spray, Silicon 
Shine, Speed Polish, and a tin of Endurance Chain 
Lube. There’s also a sponge, microfibre cloth, big 
soft brush and a tougher brush. 
Q�www.muc-off.com

Custom bike builders can 
now benefit from the Swedish 
manufacturer’s  cutting-edge 
suspension know-how with 
these stunning new 43mm 
forks. The Retro 43 uses 
Öhlins’ tried-and-tested 
NIX technology, featuring 
compression damping in 
the left leg and rebound 
damping in the right, 
allowing for stable damping 
characteristics, and ease 
of adjustment. To let the 
creative juices flow freely, 
the fork bottoms come 
without brake caliper and 
mudguard mountings, 
enabling them to be 
easily adapted to 
various models. 
Q�www.ohlins.com

Designed specifically for the extremes of British 
weather, these UK-only Hot Grips now feature 
a new nine-level heat control, allowing quick, 
easy temperature control, with the most precise 
adjustment at the upper end of the scale. Oxford 
have also introduced a heat setting memory function 
which defaults to your last used setting once the 
system has been switched off and on again. The 
kit comes with a fitting kit, glue, instructions and 
three-year warranty. There are specific kits to suit 
adventure bikes, sports bikes, tourers and cruisers. 
Q�www.oxfordproducts.com

Dainese 
Misano D-air 
£1499.95

Muc-Off Motorcycle 
Ultimate Valet Kit 
£89.99

Öhlins Retro 
43 forks £1785

Oxford Hot Grips 
£79.99

MCN SAYS
By Michael Neeves, 

Senior Road Tester

‘The D212 is a no-brainer for trackdays. 

Whether you’d be brave enough to 

line up for a club race on a trackday 

tyre when the rest of the grid is on 

race stuff is another question. 

The grip and durability are 

there, so why not?’

Neevesy put the new 

rubber through its 

paces at Dunlop’s 

French test track

Oxford Hot GripsOxford Hot Grips



46

www.motorcyclenews.com

Garage

�TESTED

Tester Rupert Paul

Time used One year/5000 miles

What’s good? One look at the price tells you this 

suit belongs among the poshest winter protection 

gear, alongside Halvarsson and Rukka. I hasten to 

say I didn’t pay for it myself – I got it secondhand and 

asked Hideout to alter it to suit me (bigger diameter 

arms, smaller diameter legs) for £140.

It’s made from a breathable, Kevlar-weave outer 

material that repels water, and the seams are 

sealed after sewing or repairs. The whole thing feels 

soft and fairly light, so it’s easy to put on and very 

comfortable – you don’t feel like you’re clambering 

into a space suit.

It’s clearly been designed by people who ride 

bikes: cuffs fit over gloves, and you can do the cuff 

zips up with gloves on. The tailored, zip-together 

fit means it doesn’t catch the wind much. The 

trousers have leather on the bum. The body armour 

is comprehensive and high spec, and the tight-ish fit 

means the armour should actually stay in the right 

place in a crash.

Warmth is pretty good: I recently did 150 

motorway miles at 7-9°C wearing just a T-shirt and 

shirt underneath. I was chilly but OK. Adding a body 

warmer makes all the difference.

What’s not? It’s very expensive – but MCN’s Adam 

Child, who commutes between Peterborough and 

Yorkshire, reckons Rukka make the best suits, and a 

Rukka Navigator jacket alone is £1000.

Contact www.hideout-leather.co.uk

Hideout Hi-Pro textile jacket £850 and trousers  £650 

Quality ★★★★★ Value ★★★★★

+

-

Warm, dry, 

comfortable, UK-made 

and repairable

It costs £1500 new, 

or more for made-to-

measure

‘It’s not like 
a space suit’

£650£650

ike
suit’suit’

IF YOU LIKE THIS
Rukka Armas jacket 

£1000 and pants £497
A mid-price suit is cheaper to crash in, but the 

Rukka, with its high-tech materials, will last 
many winters according to MCN’s Adam 

Child, who rides big miles all year.
Contact: www.rukka.com

 

 

Patch

Hideout patched and resealed 

a small hole in the knee as 

part of the alterations

Zip

All the zips are waterproof, 

and the pockets are easy 

to reach

Popper

Adjustable straps prevent 

flapping whether you have a 

woolly jumper or a 

T-shirt 

5000

MILES

SUB £100 WATERPROOF BOOTS
Keeping your 

feet warm and 

dry this winter 

needn’t cost the 

earth. Here’s 

our pick of five 

of the best value 

waterproof 

boots for 

sale now on 

mcnshop.com

Richa Drift 
Waterproof 
boot £99.99
Sports boot style 

and protection 

with warmth and 

weatherproofing. 

Featuring a leather construction 

with a shin protector and toe slider, 

these are ready for the road or 

track – whatever the weather.

Spada ST1 
WP boots 
£99.99
Sporty boots 

with a Hipora 

membrane, to 

help keep feet dry 

and sweat free. The leather and 

synthetic mix outer is reinforced 

by hard armour at the shin and 

heel, with replaceable toe sliders.

RST Raptor 2 
Waterproof 
boots £59.99
Ideal for keeping 

out the worst of

winter. There’s 

a coated leather 

outer with Sinaqua waterproof 

membrane, with added security 

courtesy of built-in shin, ankle and 

heel protection. 

TCX 
X-Miles 
Waterproof 
boots 
£99.99
Mid-length 

boots ideal for 

city slickers. The X-Miles are 

made from a leather outer with 

reinforced areas at the toe, with 

ankle, shin and heel protection. 

Spyke Owl WP 
boots £59.99
Happy buyers of this 

boot say it really 

is as comfortable

as it looks. Leather 

and fabric mix on

the outer, with a waterproof 

and Deotex odour-absorbing 

membrane beneath. There’s 

armour at the ankle and shin.

rr
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Tester Michael Neeves

Time used Three months/3000 

miles

What’s good? It’s probably my 

age, but unless it’s tropical outside I can’t ride 

without something to keep my neck warm. 

For the past three years I’ve been wearing my 

trusty Cold Killers Mini Tube (£19.99), which 

has been brilliant, but after thousands of 

miles of filling it with slobber I thought it time 

to try something new. This Alpinestars tube 

is made of a fleece, rather than the thinner 

wind-cheating material that forms the Cold 

Killer, but it’s thick enough to keep out the 

chilly wind, and once on is lovely and warm. 

It’s long and well-fitted, so there’s no chance 

of any drafts getting up and under it, but not 

so bulky that it’s hard to wear under lots of 

layers or under your lid’s chin strap. 

What’s not? It’s a bit too warm for summer 

and track riding, so I either dig out my Cold 

Killer or lightweight EDZ neck tube (£9.99).

Contact www.alpinestars.com

Quality  ★★★★★ Value ★★★★★

Sigma Slipper Clutch for Kawasaki ER-6 £696 

Alpinestars neck warmer £8.99

Tester Adam Child

Time tested Three months/two events at Oliver’s Mount

What’s good? My Lightweight TT bike is producing just 

short of 90bhp and the standard ER-6 clutch can’t take 

the strain, not to mention that but there’s no slip action on the stock 

clutch meaning that there’s the potential for the back wheel to lock 

during hard downshifts. Sigma have resolved this problem with a six-

spring clutch rather than the standard five, which means you don’t 

have to preload the springs. You can use the standard friction plates, 

but with one added spring. I’ve used it at the last two meetings at 

Oliver’s Mount on my Lightweight race bike and it’s cut my lap time by 

around a second; really impressive. Now I can slam down the gears 

and let the Sigma system control the back torque to the rear wheel. It’s 

transformed the bike on the brakes and it allows me to free up brain 

power to concentrate on other aspects of my racing. 

What’s not? Not a huge amount. I’ve been brutal with the clutch and 

had no problems, even after two hard race weekends.  

Contact www.sigmaperformance.com 

 Quality ★★★★★ 

Value ★★★★★

BMW Rallye 3 gloves £65
Tester James Archibald

Time tested Four months/3000 miles

What’s good? These are light gloves designed primarily 

for warm weather and off-road use, and they’ve been great 

over summer. The palm is made from supple kangaroo leather, which 

makes them comfortable for long rides, and also allows good feel for 

the controls of the bike. The knuckle armour offers good protection 

and ventilation, helping to keep my hands cooler, especially when riding 

off-road. The design of the strap is also simple; it’s probably an area 

overlooked by many, but I find it nice to not have to fiddle with endless 

or ill-fitting fasteners. The gloves also feature a short cuff that makes 

them easy to wear under a jacket.

What’s not? They aren’t waterproof, but I personally don’t find this a 

problem, though, as rain and high temperatures rarely mix in the UK. My 

gloves are looking a little tired now but that’s more down to me using 

them off-road than anything else.

Contact www.bmw-motorrad.co.uk

Quality ★★★★★

Value ★★★★★

off road than anything else.

Contact

FOUR

MONTHS

THREE

MONTHS

3000

MILES

“ IT’S THE MOST 
WONDERFUL PRIZE 
OF THE YEAR”

WHAT EVERY BIKER WANTS IN THEIR CHRISTMAS
STOCKING THIS YEAR, WORTH OVER £1,000

GET A QUOTE TO BE IN WITH A CHANCE TO WIN^

0800 144 4627
We share your biking passion, 
call now for our best cover

UK opening hours: Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm, Sat 9am - 5pm, Sun 10am - 4pm. 
As with all insurances, terms and conditions apply. ^For terms and conditions apply, visit carolenash.com/xmas-giveaway. *† Based on an average customer saving of £249.25. Saving compared to 
buying two separate Carole Nash policies via the call centre. Average customer = 52 year old male with 8 years NCB, riding a Honda CBR 900RR Fireblade, BMW R1200 GS. As of April 2016. Carole Nash 
Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, firm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered 
in England and Wales no. 2600841. 

 MOTORCYCLE INSURANCE 

SAVE UP TO 

£249 ON A
MULTI-BIKE POLICY*†
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www.carbtune.com

CARBTUNE PRO
Carb and fuel injection throttle balancer.
��	s test scored the new Carbtune highest, the most accurate multi-
gauge device and the only tool “Recommended”.
Buy direct online or by mail, phone, fax or email.
Quick dispatch. Technical advice and back-up.

Full instructions and guarantee, Nitrile hoses and stronger dampers. 
5mm and 6mm adapters to fi t virtually any bike.
4-column works on twins, triples and fours.

2-column – £45

4-column – £59
Quality storage TOOLPOUCH £9 if bought with Carbtune Pro. 
Visit website for details.
Pay with credit or debit card or cheques/PO payable to:

Morgan Carbtune Ltd, Unit 33N Townsend Enterprise Park,
Townsend Street, Belfast BT13 2ES, UK.

Tel: 028 9023 9007

Email: morgan@carbtune.com
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WASH
WINNERS

DRY
METRO

PROTECT
ACF-50

STEP
1

STEP
2

STEP
3

BUY ONLINE WWW.KILLERBRANDS.CO.UK

XMAS STOCKING FILLERS! 3 STEPS TO FIGHT RUST

TEL: 020 8445 6811

SIDEKICK 
£99  

Made in Made in Made in

e: spares@fowlers.co.uk
fowlers.bike/mcnspares2-12 Bath Road, Bristol, BS4 3DR

EUROPEÕS LARGEST GENUINE PARTS STOCKISTGENGENUINE

SPARES 
BY MAIL ORDER

c
0117 972 5597

All the 

Rider Needs

 Same Day 

Dispatch!

KAWASAKI

www.scottoiler

New 

AFRICA 

TWIN 

KIT
New 

KAWASAKI 
Versys  

KIT

HALL 3 STAND 3B74

COME AND SEE US AT

0844
409 7587

CALLS TO 0844 NUMBERS ON THIS PAGE COST 5P PER MINUTE

PLUS YOUR PHONE COMPANY’S ACCESS CHARGE

GET IT WITHThe BEST place
to buy biking kit!
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SELL WITH EASE, BUY WITH CONFIDENCE
Get your advert in front of thousands of bikers at mcnbikesforsale.com 

or call us on 0845 051 5001 for more info

Find more than 250+ 

Aprilias for sale 

online right now

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

1000Õs more 
bikes for sale at

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

DUCATI

CUSTOM

CAGIVA

BUELL

BSA

BMW

BIMOTA

APRILIA
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FANTASTIC CHOICE OF SPORTS & SPORTS TOURERS www.dkmotorcycles.co.uk

01782 

861100

CHOOSE FROM 
OVER 200

USED BIKES 

SELECTED MODELS COME 
WITH LIFETIME MOT, SERVICED 

WITH 6 MONTHS WARRANTY.

CAN’T GET 
FINANCE? 
WE CAN 
HELP!

WIDE RANGE
OF CLOTHING

AND 
ACCESSORIES

BOURGET FAT DADDY
2006 ORANGE

£15,999

YAMAHA XVS1100 DRAGSTAR
2002 SILVER 35796 MILES

£4,499

HARLEY DAVIDSON XL883 
SPORTSTER

1994 BLUE 16051 MILES £4,499

HONDA VTX1800
2002 BLUE 22708 MILES

£5,499

HARLEY DAVIDSON XL883C 
SPORTSTER CUSTOM 2004 WHITE 

14795 MILES £4,999

KAWASAKI VN1600 MEANSTREAK
2004 GREEN 9793 MILES

£6,499

HARLEY DAVIDSON XL1200C 
SPORTSTER

2014 BLACK 14929 MILES £7,999

HONDA VTX1300
2004 RED 28857 MILES

£5,499

HARLEY DAVIDSON FLSTC
HERITAGE SOFTAIL

2010 YELLOW 25332 MILES £10,999

HARLEY DAVIDSON FLHTP ELECTRA 
GLIDE POLICE

2010 BLACK 31747 MILES £14,999

HONDA F6-C VALKYRIE
CHOICE FROM

£5,999

HONDA VT750C SHADOW ACE 
2002 RED/BLACK 37935 MILES

£4,499

HARLEY DAVIDSON FLSTF FAT BOY
2004 BLUE 43233 MILES

£8,999

HONDA VTX1300
2007 SILVER 31346 MILES

£5,999  

KAWASAKI ZL600 ELIMINATOR
1996 YELLOW 4128 MILES

£3,999  

KAWASAKI VN1600 NOMAD
2008 BLACK 29142 MILES

£7,499  

HONDA VT1100 SHADOW
1997 GREY 13053 MILES 

£3,999

SUZUKI VL800 INTRUDER
2006 BLUE 20725 MILES£4,599

KAWASAKI VN1500 NOMAD
2002 GOLD 51860 MILES 

£4,499

TRIUMPH ROCKET III ROADSTER
2015 BLACK 1030 MILES

£11,999

KAWASAKI VN900 SPECIAL EDITION
2015 BLACK/GREY 4300 MILES 

£6,499

YAMAHA XV650S CLASSIC
2009 SILVER 3740 MILES 

£4,999

SUZUKI VL1500 INTRUDER
2000 MAROON/BLACK 33077 MILES 

£4,999

YAMAHA XV1700 SILVERADO
2004 CHAMPAGNE 29117 MILES 

£6,499

HARLEY DAVIDSON FLHTC ELECTRA 
GLIDE CLASSIC

1993 SILVER 14934 MILES £7,999

HARLEY DAVIDSON FLSTFi FAT BOY
2001 BLUE 9041 MILES

£9,499

HARLEY DAVIDSON FXD DYNA 
SUPERGLIDE

2002 BLACK 10747 MILES £7,499

HARLEY DAVIDSON FXDWG DYNA 
WIDE GLIDE 2000 BURGUNDY/GREY 

13913 MILES £7,999

HARLEY DAVIDSON XL883N IRON
2016 BLACK 1787 MILES

£6,999

KAWASAKI VN1600 CLASSIC
2004 RED/GOLD 35487 MILES

£5,499

SAXON FIRESTORM
2007 BLACK 5747 MILES

£10,999

KAWASAKI VN900 VULCAN
2007 BLACK/SILVER 33595 MILES 

£4,999

KAWASAKI VN800 CLASSIC
1999 GREEN/SILVER 24797 MILES 

£3,499

HONDA VT1100 SHADOW
1999 YELLOW/BLACK 20672 MILES 

£3,499

YAMAHA XVZ1300 VENTURE STAR
2005 BURGUNDY 33669 MILES

£8,999

YAMAHA XVZ1300 TOUR DELUXE
2005 BLACK/GREY 30703 MILES

£7,499

YAMAHA XV1700 SILVERADO
2007 BLACK 23304 MILES

£6,499

YAMAHA V-MAX
CHOICE FROM

£3,999

HARLEY DAVIDSON XL883C 
SPORTSTER

2004 BLUE 23791 MILES £4,999

HARLEY DAVIDSON XL1200C 
SPORTSTER CUSTOM

2007 BLACK 43375 MILES £5,999

KAWASAKI VN900 CUSTOM
2012 PURPLE 1617 MILES

£5,999

HONDA VT1100 SHADOW SABRE
2004 RED 34681 MILES

£4,999

KAWASAKI VN1500 MEANSTREAK
2002 RED 11984 MILES

£5,499

SUZUKI LS650 SAVAGE
2000 YELLOW 8965 MILES

£2,999

YAMAHA XV1700 SILVERADO
2004 WHITE 21690 MILES

£6,499

Find more than 400+ 

Harley-Davidsons for 

sale online right now

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

Find more than 400+ 

Harley-Davidsons for 

sale online right now

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

Find more than 450+ 

Ducatis for sale 

online right now

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

Find more than 450+ 

Ducatis for sale 

online right now

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

1000Õs more 
bikes for sale at
www.mcnbikesforsale.com

Bikes go faster 
at

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

HARLEY 
DAVIDSON

GILERA

ENFIELD

DUCATI
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Find more than 

2,500+ Hondas for 

sale online right now

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

1000Õs more 
bikes for sale at

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

HARLEY 
DAVIDSON

KTM

KAWASAKI

INDIAN

HONDA

HERALD
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TRIUMPH

SUZUKI

PIAGGIO

PEUGEOT

NORTON

MV-AGUSTA

MOTO-GUZZI

KTM
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 ITALIAN MOTORCYCLE SPECIALIST

Moto Guzzi Cali Stone, 2007, 
low mileage, pristine

Moto Guzzi 750 Breva, 2005

Moto Guzzi 750 Nevada, 2002

Moto Guzzi LeMans I, 1977

Moto Guzzi V7-750s, 1973

Ducati 900ss black & gold, 
rebuilt engine, 1980 

Ducati MHR, 1981

Moto Morini 500 Maestro, 1980

Benelli 900 Sei, 1990

Ghezzi-Brian SuperTwin, 2004

Moto Guzzi 350 Nevada, 1995, 
10500 miles

MV Agusta 350s, 1975

MV Agusta 175, 1955

Gilera 300 twin, 1970

More Stock Online …

The Garage, West Chiltington, West Sussex RH20 2QR

 01798 813260 www.dimarino.co.uk

BIKE 
OF THE 
WEEK

Moto Guzzi

LeMans I, 1978

Ignition stator repairs for vintage and modern road & off road bikes.

Rewound to heavier duty. Regulators supplied.  

Fast, friendly service.

www.westcountrywindings.co.uk
Unit 6 & 7 Kingstons Farm, Matching Green, Harlow, Essex CM17 ORB

Tel: 01279 731172

 THE IGNITION

REPAIR

SPECIALIST

 VAPOUR BLASTING SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE

ELECTRICS

SERVICES

20
YEARS

SERVICE

ABC
2345

SHOW PLATES
  from £9.95

  + £2.00 P&P

Standard Plates
7x5.5, 7x5, 6x4.5, 10x2.5, 9x3, 9x2 ..................£9.95
8x6 Plates.......................................................£11.95
Any other size cut to order ............................+ £1.00
Names or Slogans .........................................+ £1.50
Borders (black) ........ + £1.00 ...... Colour ......+ £2.00
Smoked Plates ..............................................+ £2.00
Honeycomb backings ....................................+ £3.00
Custom Lettered Plates .................................+ £2.00
Polycarb (off road) Plates ....................... from £10.00
Black and Silver acrylic plates ........................£11.95
Black and Chrome acrylic plates .....................£13.95
U.S. Style Harley Plates
8.5x5 or 7x4.5 inc. border, slogan & reg date ..£14.95

Credit card orders on

01254 663213
or send cheques or postal orders to

AUTO REG
357 Preston New Rd Blackburn BB2 7AA

PLEASE NOTE: We no longer manufacture ROAD LEGAL PLATES

www.autoreg.net
EXPRESS SERVICE + £2.00

 Main Dealer
Stockist for tyres
DUNLOP, AVON, 
BRIDGESTONE, 

PIRELLI, METZELER, 
MICHELIN

Ride In Ride Out Service

TUBELESS PUNCTURE

REPAIRS

BATTERIES, BRAKE PADS,

CHAINS, SPROCKETS, 

ALL FITTING AVAILABLE

MOT TESTING AND 

SERVICING ON MOST 

MAKES OF MOTORCYCLES

RUSSELL MOTORS
125/127 FALCON ROAD,

BATTERSEA, LONDON SW11 2PE

TEL: 020 7228 1714

Professional, polite, prompt

TOP PRICES PAID.

ANYTHING CONSIDERED

MotorcyclesMotorcMotorcMotorcMotorcMotorcMotorcMotorcMotorcMotorcMotorcMotorcMotorcMotorcMotorcMotorcMotorcMotorcycMotorcycMotorcycMotorcycycyclesyclesyclesyclesycleslesleslesleslesles
WantedWWWWWWantedWantedWantedWantedantedantedantedantedantedantedantedantedantedantedantedantedanted

Motorcycles
Wanted

Tel: 01622 690579
Mob: 07958 723555

www.evolutionmotorcycles.com
email andy@evolutionmotorcycles.com

TT 2017 
ACCOMMODATION

Excellent 
b&b and s/c 

accommodation in 
the Douglas area

From only: 

£35 PPPN

Tel: (01493) 717303

www.eventaccommodation.co.uk

MOTOLINER LTD
Same Day Frame, Fork
and Yoke Straightening

11 Yewtree Industrial Estate
Mill Hall, Aylesford, Kent ME20 7ET

www.motoliner.com
(01622) 790705

Cast wheels repaired 
from £70 plus VAT

Ready to buy your bike.  

Free nationwide pick up.  

Cash paid

02079890708  
or 07960312020

www.sellanybike.com

FORK

STANCHIONS
www.allbikeengineering.co.uk

RK SALES

0208 293 5335

BLACK FOREST, GERMANY
Pension Williams

Small 
English run 
hotel - just 5 
minutes from 
the famous 
B500.
Relax, unwind 

and ride some wonderful roads.

www.pension-williams.com 
e-mail: info@pension-williams.de
Tel: 0049 7842 2853

WEBUYALL
BIKES.24/7

BEST CASH 
PRICES PAID 24/7

08458-601122
webuyallbikes@mail.com

NORMANDY 
LA MOTTE 

BIKE FRIENDLY B&B
Secure covered parking

PHONE BILL OR CAROL
0033-233-510084

www.lamottebandb.fr

GET IT WITH

The  BEST
place to buy

biking kit!

THE IMAGE WORKS
 motorcycle graphics

X Pattern Graphics 
X Latest Race Replicas 
X One-Offs 
X 20 YEARS experience 
X Insurance Approved 
X Country’s BIGGEST database 
X The Professionals choice
All decals are digitally printed onto

one layer of quality vinyl.
CREDIT / DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

0115 9443111
WWW.THE-IMAGE-WORKS.CO.UK

GASTHOF 

HOCHALMSPITZE 
ǁǁǁ.ŐĂƐƚŚŽĬŽĐŚĂůŵƐƉŝƚǌĞ.ĐŽŵ

Hotel for bikers, garage. 

Best roads in Austria on 
your doorstep.

�Ăůů�tŝůůĞŵ�Θ�zǀŽŶŶĞ�
ŽŶ�нϰϯ�ϰϳϯϯ�Ϯϭϭ�Žƌ 
нϰϯ�ϲϲϬ�ϳϮϱϬϳϯϰ

Facebook Gasthof Hochalmspitze

BRAKE DISC
www.allbikeengineering.co.uk

RK SALES

0208 293 5335

SHOCK REBUILDING
www.allbikeengineering.co.uk

RK SALES

0208 293 5335

1000Õs more

bikes for sale at

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

Find more than 2,300+ 

Yamahas for sale 

online right now

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

BIKER 
FRIENDLY

MOTORCYCLE 
TRANSPORTATION

LEATHER 
REPAIRS

FRAME 
STRAIGHTENING

NUMBER
PLATES

WANTED & 
EXCHANGE

CLASSIC & 
VINTAGE

SHOCK 
ABSORBERS

CHROME 
PLATING

SPARES

ACCOMMODATION

PAINTWORK

TYRES

TRAILERS

FORKS

EXHAUSTS

DECALS

BRAKE DISCS

TRIKES & SIDECARS

YAMAHA

TRIUMPH
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0800 144 4627
We share your biking passion, call now for our best cover

carolenash.com

UK opening hours: Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm, Sat 9am - 5pm, Sun 10am - 4pm. 
As with all insurances, terms and conditions apply. ^For terms and conditions apply, visit carolenash.com/xmas-giveaway. *† Based on an average customer saving of £249.25. Saving compared to buying two separate Carole Nash policies via the call centre. Average 
customer = 52 year old male with 8 years NCB, riding a Honda CBR 900RR Fireblade, BMW R1200 GS. As of April 2016. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, firm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a 
trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 2600841.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION
ABOUT OUR BENEFITS

PLEASE SCAN
WITH YOUR SMARTPHONE

or visit carolenash.com/reasons-to-choose 

Six Wheel Multi-Bike Off Road Custom Future Classic Classic Vintage

Based on reviews from July 2015 – December 2015

of customers would 
recommend Carole Nash96

2015

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2014

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2016

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

MOTORCYCLE INSURANCE

SAVE UP TO
£249 ON A
MULTI-BIKE POLICY*†

WHAT EVERY BIKER WANTS IN THEIR CHRISTMAS
STOCKING THIS YEAR, WORTH OVER £1,000

GET A QUOTE TO BE IN WITH A CHANCE TO WIN^

“ IT’S THE MOST 
WONDERFUL PRIZE 
OF THE YEAR”

Chloe Insurance Specialist
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BUILTMAG.CO.UK

O3
I S S U E

MAGAZINE
Find us in WHSmith and selected newsagents or order 

your copy online at greatmagazines.co.uk/built

THE BEST

AN D  MORE. . .

C a f é  rac e r S  BobberS

TrackerS  ScramblerS  
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HAWK EYE 
SUCCESS WITH 
2017 GSX-R1000

Suzuki will mount a serious assault 
on the 2017 MCE British Superbike 
title with the all-new GSX-R1000 
after penning a deal for Hawk Racing 
to become the official factory sup-
ported team. 

As reported in MCN last month, the 
Mallory Park-based team will switch 
from BMW to run the all-new Suzuki 
effort next year and have already taken 
delivery of a new bike, and begun work 
to transform it into a title contender. 

While the team are still to confirm 
their rider line-up, MCN understands 
they are locked in talks with several 
big-named riders. 2014 World Super-
bike Champion Sylvain Guintoli is fa-
vourite to lead their title challenge, but 
at this stage nothing is signed. They 
are also believed to be in talks with 
Davide Giugliano, while BSB regulars 
Tommy Bridewell and Richard Cooper 
are also in the frame.  

Winners of three Superstock 1000 

championships and multiple British 
Superbike and Isle of Man TT races, 
Hawk are no strangers to success and 
fought for the 2014 BSB title with Ry-
uichi Kiyonari, missing out on a last 
race showdown as the Japanese rider 
broke his collarbone in free practice. 

“For Hawk to be working with a 
racing factory is important. The tie 
up with the factory and Yoshimura 
is what we’ve been working towards 
and we’re looking forward to getting 
started properly,” said team boss 
Stuart Hicken. 

“Certainly for myself, looking at the 
development they did with the Mo-
toGP bike and having watched them 
work on this bike for a long while to 
get it right, there is so much technol-
ogy that has moved down from the 
GP bike to the GSX-R. I think they’ve 
done an unbelievable job and we are 
quietly confident about putting this 
bike at the front. 

“We met the guy who designed the 
bike in Milan. You could ask any ques-
tion and he would have the answer! 
The more you can find out about a 
motorcycle the better. They showed 
us the GP bike and the frame from the 

middle of the cylinder head to the back 
looks absolutely identical!” 

Hawk will be one of just three race 
teams in the world to be supported 
by Suzuki’s factory race parts pro-
gramme, with the outfit working 
closely with the Yoshimura tuning 

firm and Suzuki Japan. 
“We’ve dyno’d the bike and let’s say 

we are more than happy with that. All 
the sensors have been sent to Motec for 
them to check them out, sprockets are 
being made at B&C, we’ve got airfilters 
being done in Belgium. Everything 
we can get away quickly will put us 
a step further forward in January.” 

While the team is yet to sign any 
riders for the Superbike class, Taylor 
Mackenzie will remain with the squad 
after taking them to the National Su-
perstock 1000 title this year. It’s likely 
that the eldest son of three-time BSB 
champ Niall will stay in the stock class 
to defend his title next year, but a su-
perbike ride hasn’t fully been ruled 
out for the 23-year-old. 

Confirming the deal, Suzuki GB’s 
marketing manager Rob Cooper add-
ed: “We’ve been waiting for the new 
GSX-R1000 for a while, so we’re really 
pleased to have it for the 2017 season. 
We want to be fighting at the front 
with a goal of winning the champi-
onship. We wanted to work with a 
team that was well established and 
respected in the paddock. Hawk have 
a lot of history and success in BSB and 

Former championship contenders switch from BMW to Suzuki in 2017

EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW
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LORENZO BOWS 
OUT OF YAMAHA 
IN STYLE p66

‘We are quietly 
confident about 
putting this bike 

at the front’
STUART HICKEN

OLI RUSHBY

oli.rushby@motorcyclenews.com

AT MALLORY PARK

BSB REPORTER
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The final round of MotoGP at Valencia 
sees the latest Game Round winner 
for the 2016 MCN Fantasy Road Race 
Competition, run in association with 
Bennetts, revealed with top honours 
this time around going to C Gaskell 
and the ‘Dayban’ squad.

A well-picked rider line-up 
including Sunday’s race winner Jorge 

Lorenzo and the hard-riding Maverick 
Viñales saw the team accumulate 
an impressive 804 points to seal the 
victory and ride  away with a set of 
brilliant Michelin Power SuperSport 
Evo tyres. The team’s choices from 
superbikes were just as impressive 
with riders including newly-crowned 
World Superbike champion Jonathan 

2016

FANTASY

ROAD RACE
IN A S S O C I AT I O N W I T H

MCN FANTASY 
ROAD RACE 

SMART CHOICES PAY OFF 
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Halsall Racing 
quit BSB series 
The move for Hawk to take on 

the Suzuki deal comes after the 

Halsall Racing squad, which has 

been Suzuki’s official BSB team for 

the last two seasons, opted to part 

company with the Japanese marque 

at the end of 2016 citing a lack of 

certainty regarding when the new 

GSX-R would arrive.

 Halsall’s initial plans involved 

securing Yamaha machinery to 

run 2015 champion Josh Brookes 

alongside current rider Tommy 

Bridewell, but the squad have 

announced 

that 

they will 

withdraw 

from the 

British 

series for 

2017. MCN 

understands 

team boss Martin Halsall has been 

considering a switch to compete 

at next year’s International Road 

Races, but no such plans have yet 

been confirmed.

‘Sometimes you 

have to take a 

step sideways to 

be able to move 

forward’
JAMES RISPOLI
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FS3 Racing will bolster  their MCE 
British Superbike effort for 2017 after 
a successful debut season with Billy 
McConnell. 

Running the bikes previously used 
by PBM and Shane Byrne to fight for 
the 2015 title, McConnell took a brace 
of top 10 finishes for the all-new team 
to earn himself a place in the squad 
next year aboard the latest Kawasaki 
ZX-10R. 

The Coventry-based outfit will 
also expand to two bikes, with James 
Rispoli joining the team to compete in 
the Pirelli National Superstock 1000 
championship. 

The team also gains a title spon-
sor for next season, after plant hire 
firm Quattro Plant amicably parted 
company with the Bournemouth 
Kawasaki team. 

“We learned a lot during our first 
year in the series and plan to put that 
experience to good use next season,” 
said team owner Nigel Snook. “I’m 
delighted that the team has attracted 
backing from Quattro Plant, who are 
great supporters of the series. 

“Billy is looking forward to a winter 
of hard training in preparation for 
riding our new Superbike and build-
ing on the progress he made with 
us last year. We’ll also have James 

Rispoli joining the team to front a 
title challenge in the Superstock 
class next year. He knows it’s going 
to be a really competitive class, but 
we’re confident he’ll be running at 
the front.” 

While Rispoli will be stepping over 
to the stock class next year, the team 
plan to give the American at least one 
Superbike wildcard in 2017 before he 
steps back up to BSB full time with 
them the following year. 

“This year has been tough, so to be 
presented with the opportunity to 
go and win races in Superstock with 
FS3 and Kawasaki backing is good,” 
he told MCN. “Sometimes you have 
to take a step sideways to be able to 
move forwards and I genuinely believe 
this is what this will be. I just want to 
be with a team that believe in me.” 

FS3 KAWASAKI 
STEP UP FOR 2017

they’ve done a very good job over the 
last few years. 

“This year, the factory have been 
developing the GSX-R, with Yoshimura 
working on the factory race parts. The 
bike is looking really good, there has 
been some testing in Japan already and 
it’s been quite strong.” 

McConnell is 

looking forward 

to a winter of 

hard training

What next for 

Martin Halsall?

Promising – the all-new GSX-R1000

The squad with 

Superstock 

1000 champ 

Taylor 

Mackenzie

Rea and third-place man Chaz Davies.

The racing might be over for the 

year, but the MCN Fantasy Road Race 

competition hasn’t quite reached its 

climax because we will be revealing 

the overall winner in next week’s 

issue once the final calculations have 

been made.

And the prize for the overall winner 

is pretty spectacular – a VIP trip to a 

European round of Moto GP in 2017 

courtesy of Bennetts.

If you’ve enjoyed this year’s contest 

or reckon you could do better than 

the round winners so far, then keep 

an eye open in the new year for the 

start of MCN Fantasy Road Racing 

2017. It’s going to be massive!



Jorge Lorenzo 
Championship position: 3rd

Wins: Qatar, Le Mans, Mugello, 

Valencia

Best moment: The final round of 

the season at Valencia is one of the 

few times this season we’ve seen the 

Spaniard do what he does best and 

totally dominate the entire weekend. 

Fastest in nearly every session, he 

rounded out a perfect win with pole 

position, the fastest lap of the race and 

a new lap record to go with it.

Worst moment: A mid-season wobble 

saw wet weather play havoc with 

Lorenzo’s confidence. He finished 

far from the lead in Germany, the 

Netherlands and the Czech Republic.

Next win? The combination of 

Lorenzo’s record at Qatar and the 

power of the Ducati means that we 

might not have to wait too long to see 

him back on the top step of the podium.

Valentino Rossi 
Championship position: 2nd

Wins: Jerez, Catalunya

Best moment: Either of his dominant 

wins at Jerez or Catalunya count as 

Rossi’s best moments of the year. 

While he’s been fast in recent years,  

Jerez was the first time since before 

his foray to Ducati where he was able 

to simply get to the front and ride away 

from his rivals on outright speed alone.

Worst moment: Easily his home race 

at Mugello, when he lost out on what 

looked like a surefire victory when 

his Yamaha M1 suffered an almost 

unheard-of engine failure. To add insult 

to injury, rivals Lorenzo and Marquez 

finished first and second to mark the 

beginning of the end of his title hopes.

Next win? It’s hard to imagine we’ll 

have to wait too long. New teammate 

Maverick Viñales will motivate more 

than ever

Jack Miller 
Championship position: 18th

Win: Assen

Best moment: Few people thought 

this season that Jack Miller could be 

in contention for podiums, let alone a 

race win, but the Aussie kid proved that 

Honda’s grand experiment to move him 

directly from Moto3 to MotoGP wasn’t 

as foolhardy as some people thought.

Worst moment: If the Assen win 

defined the first half of his season then 

a crash during morning warm-up for 

the Austrian Grand Prix laid out the 

second half of the year, forcing Miller to 

sit out four races and struggle through 

the pain barrier at Silverstone.

Next win? Now established as one 

of MotoGP’s foremost wet weather 

specialists, Miller could realistically 

take more wins at nearly any track on 

the calendar next year if the conditions 

play into his hands.

Marc Marquez
Championship position: 1st

Wins: Argentina, America, Germany, 

Aragon, Japan

Best moment:  While he won his title 

at the following round, a stunning 

victory in Aragon was the high-point 

of the Repsol Honda rider’s season. He 

never looked back as he powered away 

from the field to put one hand on the 

trophy with four races remaining.

Worst moment: Arguably, Marquez’s 

worst moments of the season came 

only after winning the 2016 title, 

crashing two weeks in a row at both 

Australia and Malaysia.

Next win? It might not come at the 

first round of the new season, unless 

Honda dramatically increase the 

power of the 2017 RC213V for the long 

straights of Qatar – but with his 2016 

win in Argentina and his dominance at 

Austin, we shouldn’t have to wait long.
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2016 has been a record-breaking 
MotoGP season for many reasons 
– none less so than witnessing an 
incredible nine riders take race wins. 
Smashing the previous record for 
most wins in a season, and bringing 
satellite bikes back into contention 
for the first time in a decade, new 
rules, new tyres and adverse weather 
conditions all combined to provide 
the perfect storm.

And with Michelin promising to 
continue their work to provide  tyres 
that work differently for different 
riders, in essence creating a tyre 
war within a controlled class, next 
season could see more of the same!
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simon.patterson@motorcyclenews.com

IN SPAIN

MOTOGP REPORTER

NO FORECAST             
TOO FIERCE.                 

             ABSOLUTE 

LAMINATED WEATHER PROTECTION 

AND DIRECT VENTILATION

THE YOKOHAMA
DRYSTAR® 

JACKET & PANT

T H E  W O R L D  W I T H  M O T O R C Y C L E S

            A L P I N E S T A R S . C O M / T O U R I N G

2016 saw NINE diff erent race winners in MotoGP – here’s our verdict on them all

MOTOGP’S MAGNIFICE



Andrea Iannone 

Championship position: 9th
Win: Austria
Best moment: His win in Austria, 
after putting on a surprisingly mature 
performance to keep his team-mate 
behind him for a Ducati one-two.
Worst moment: It can’t be anywhere 
but Argentina, when an ill-advised last 
corner lunge on team-mate Dovizioso 
left both of them in the gravel – and 
most likely cost Iannone his job at 
Ducati for 2017. But there’s also a 
crash from the lead at Qatar and a 
broken back at Misano.
Next win? It’s hard to tell how well the 
Italian will gel with the Suzuki GSX-RR 
next year. Requiring perhaps a more 
sensitive hand than the Ducati he’s 
been riding, it might take him some 
time to get to grips with the bike. But, 
with both machine and rider loving 
Phillip Island, that could be his target.

 Cal Crutchlow 

Championship position: 7th
Wins: Brno, Australia
Best moment: While the Brno win 
might have been his first ever in the 
premier class, taking victory in the 
dry at Phillip Island was arguably the 
biggest moment in Crutchlow’s career..
Worst moment: Take your pick from 
the first half of the season! Only one 
top 10 finish and four crashes from the 
first eight races of the season got the 
year off to a dreadful start for the LCR 
Honda rider.
Next win? Now that Crutchlow’s got 
a taste for victory, it’s hard to imagine 
that he’s suddenly going to go back 
to being happy with the occasional 
podium. The Honda riders have been 
promised a much-improved bike for 
2017, and with the tyres and weather 
conditions keeping things open, don’t 
count out a return to the top step.

 Maverick Viñales 

Championship position: 4th
Win: Silverstone
Best moment: It has to be taking 
his first win – and Suzuki’s first dry 
win in a decade – at Silverstone. He 
put together the perfect weekend to 
control the race for a dominant win.
Worst moment: When it rained. While 
the new control electronics might have 
played a huge role in helping Suzuki 
close the gap to the factory bikes by 
allowing them a more level playing 
field, they’ve also struggled to get the 
best out of it in the rain, leading to a 
series of disappointing results for both 
Viñales and teammate Aleix Espargaró.
Next win? Viñales might have that 
little extra he needs now, in the shape 
of a Yamaha M1 that, in theory, should 
be head and shoulders better than the 
Suzuki, despite all its improvements 
this year.

Dani Pedrosa 

Championship position: 6th
Win: Misano
Best moment: It was a tough year 
for Pedrosa in 2016, as he struggled 
with new Michelin tyres that everyone 
thought might play into his hands. But 
that struggle made victory at Misano 
even sweeter, when he was absolutely 
unstoppable come race day.
Worst moment: Free practice at 
Motegi, when the diminutive racer 
proved once again that he’s more prone 
to injury than anyone else in the class. 
Breaking his collarbone in a high-speed 
highside, he was forced to sit out the 
three tracks that most likely presented 
him with his best chance of adding to 
his tally in 2016. 
Next win? There are some circuit 
where it’s hard to look to anyone but 
Pedrosa. Expect him to be as strong as 
always at Sepang, Misano and Motegi.

Andrea Dovizioso 

Championship position: 5th
Win: Malaysia
Best moment:  Finally taking his first 
Ducati win in Malaysia, after narrowly 
losing out to team-mate Andrea 
Iannone at Austria earlier in the year.
Worst moment:  Austin, when 
the normally mild-mannered Dani 
Pedrosa smashed Dovi out of the race 
and a certain podium position only 
seven days after team-mate Iannone 
had done the exact same thing in 
Argentina – and leaving him unable to 
eventually do any better than fifth in 
the championship.
Next win? Harder to call than it was 
in 2016, thanks to the addition of 
Jorge Lorenzo to the Ducati stable for 
next season. But with the huge power 
of the Ducati and tracks like the Red 
Bull Ring seemingly made for the 
Desmosedici, there are opportunities.
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BST Direct-Fitting Prepreg Carbon Fibre Road Legal Race Wheels

www.BikeHPS.com
†Finance arranged by HPS (FCA number 698069) and available to UK consumers, subject to status and deposit. Representative example: £2187 cash price, deposit £219 balance £1930. One repayment of £1968, 10 months later, 0% APR. Settlement fee £29, total payable £2216. If you make your repayments within the agreed loan term, the only

additional cost will be the £29 settlement fee as shown, if you do not, your interest rate moves from 0% APR to 29.9% APR.  *Offer valid during November 2016, subject to availability and may not be used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. Calls may be recorded for training/security purposes. E&OE. 

01773 831122
Call us today to discuss the perfect wheels for your bike

bikehps find us on ...or follow us on

Countless independent tests have shown you’d need to spend many

thousands more on  engine, brakes and suspension, to gain anywhere near

the all-round performance improvements provided by simply fitting a pair

of ultra-light - yet far stronger than metal - carbon fibre wheels.

Pairs from £2187 inc. VAT

"Fantastic. On the road the difference was instantaneous. It steers

quicker, it flicks left to right quicker, it brakes better - they are fantastic -

and definitely the best from all the millions of mods I've done to it."

TH, Wolverhampton - Honda Fireblade 

"These wheels will make your bike feel like a 600, by far my best mod."

mcbrien, apriliaforum expert - Aprilia RSVR1000
Exclusive HPS Offer*

Get a free full set of genuine 
Probolt Titanium Disc Bolts with

every pair of BST Wheels from 
HPS during November 2016 

Save up to £145!

In Stock for most

popular models

Call us now for 
Next Day Delivery

0% Interest

on Finance

available†

Call us now, or visit...

www.BikeHPS.com/finance

CENT NINE
The nine men who 

claimed the top 

step of the MotoGP 

podium in 2016
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VALENCIA                     13/11/16

Jorge Lorenzo
25 points

Perfect end to Lorenzo’s 

Yamaha years

Marc Marquez
20 points

Clever tyre choice saw 

him stage a late surge

Andrea Iannone
16 points

Last hurrah at Ducati for 

the wild-riding Italian

MOTOGP

RACE TOP SPEEDS

CHAMPIONSHIP MOTOGP CHAMPIONSHIP MOTO2 CHAMPIONSHIP MOTO3

FINAL POSITIONS FINAL POSITIONS FINAL POSITIONS

MOTOGP TOP SPEEDS

FASTEST RACE LAP

LAPS LED THIS SEASON

POSITIONS

Lorenzo, lap 5

Gains & losses (grid v finish )

Riders after 18 rounds Riders after 18 rounds Riders after 18 rounds

MOTOGP MOTO2 MOTO3

200.64

1’31.171
IANNONE

MPH

199.96mph

200.64mph

199.90mph

198.65mph

197.53mph

197.04mph

Iannone

Dovizioso

Viñales

Marquez

Rossi

Bautista

Circuit lap record:  

Lorenzo 1’31.171 (new)

■  Length: 2.49 miles
■  Corners: 14 –  9 left, 5 right
■  Longest straight:  
0.544  miles
■  Race conditions:  
Dry 22° air temp,  
25° track temp

CHAMPIONSHIP DASHBOARD

MOTOGP

1  Lorenzo 
 Yamaha

2  Marquez  
 Honda

3  Iannone    
 Ducati 

4  Rossi  
 Yamaha

5 Viñales
 Suzuki 

6  P Espargaro
 Yamaha

7  Dovizioso  
 Ducati

8  A Espargaro    
 Suzuki

9  Smith 
 Yamaha

10  Bautista
 Aprilia

GP qualifying

Moto2 race

Moto3 race

1’29.401
Lorenzo

1’35.312
Luthi

1’39.400 
Vazquez

Q�MarquezQ Lorenzo Q�Rossi

1 Lorenzo SPA 45’54.228

2 Marquez SPA +1.185

3 Iannone ITA +6.603

4 Rossi ITA +7.668

5 Viñales SPA +10.610

6 P Espargaro SPA +18.378

7 Dovizioso ITA  +18.417

8 A Espargaro SPA +18.678

9 Smith GBR +25.993

10 Bautista SPA +35.065

11 Barbera SPA +36.425

12 Petrucci ITA +42.415

13 Bradl GER +49.823

14 Redding GBR +52.035

15 Miller AUS +55.625

16 Laverty IRL + 58.254

17 Rabat SPA + 58.555

18 Baz FRA + 1’06.164 

DNF Kallio FIN 19 laps

1  Marquez SPA 298

2  Rossi ITA 249

3  Lorenzo SPA 233

4  Viñales SPA 202

5  Dovizioso ITA 171

6 Pedrosa SPA 155

7 Crutchlow GBR 141

8 P Espargaro SPA 134

9 Iannone ITA 112

10 Barbera SPA 102

1  Zarco FRA 276

2  Luthi SWI 234

3  Rins SPA 214

4  Morbidelli ITA 213

5  Lowes GBR 175

6 Nakagami JPN 169

7 Folger GER 167

8 Baldassarri ITA 127

9 Syahrin MAL 118

10 Corsi ITA 103

1  Binder RSA 319

2  Bastianini ITA 177

3  Navarro SPA 150 

4  Bagnaia ITA 145

5  Mir SPA 144

6 Di Giannant ITA 134

7 Bulega ITA 129

8 Kornfeil CZE 112

9 Locatelli ITA 96

10 Fenati ITA 93

1 Zarco FRA 43’17.626

2 Luthi SWI +3.281

3 Morbidelli ITA +4.981

4 Lowes GBR +5.636

5 Rins SPA +5.850

6 Nakagami JPN +11.605

7 Pasini ITA +16.391

8 Folger GER  +16.964

9 Kent GBR +17.451

10 Schrotter GER +17.668

11 Corsi ITA +20.455

12 Vierge SPA +20.911

13 Oliveira POR +21.650

14 Baldassarri ITA +22.581

15 Syahrin MAL +23.734

16 Simeon BEL +26.328

17 Raffin SWI +29.421

18 Gardner AUS +29.667

19 Pons SPA +29.749

1   B Binder RSA 40’13.77

2 MIr SPA +0.056

3 MIgno ITA +0.081

4 Bastianini ITA +0.147

5 Di Giannant ITA +0.713

6 Guevara SPA +0.899

7 Kornfeil CZE +2.683

8 Oettl GER  +3.145

9 Navarro SPA +5.263

10 Martin SPA +7.921

11 Fernandez SPA +8.081

12 D Binder RSA +8.250

13 Bensneyder NED +8.603

14 Quartararo FRA +9.283

15 Loi BEL +9.358

16 Antonelli ITA +9.527

17 Bulega ITA +9.652

18 Suzuki JPN +9.950

19 Canet SPA +16.838

Pos Rider Nat Race time

Pos Rider Nat     Points Pos Rider Nat     Points Pos Rider Nat     Points

Pos Rider Nat Race time Pos Rider Nat Race time

Q�Viñales
Q�Pedrosa 7

Q�Iannone
Q�Miller 11

Q Dovizioso
Q Cal 25
Q Petrucci  7

1

2

3

Andrea Iannone was able to round out 
the 2016 season with one of his best 
rides of the year as he beat close friend 
Valentino Rossi to the podium. 

In a surprisingly sensible ride, the 
man they call ‘The Maniac’ used the 
strengths of his Desmosedici in a race-
long duel with both Rossi and Marc 
Marquez as they grappled for the run-
ner-up spot. Using the Ducati’s power, 
Iannone could blast past his adversaries 
down Valencia’s straight, but was also 
able to pull some aggressive moves 
to maintain position despite having 
struggled with cornering all weekend.   

While Marquez was able to get away, 
Iannone beat Rossi fair and square to 

bid farewell to the Italian marque with 
just his fourth podium of the season. 

“I am very happy with this last race 
because I fought hard from the begin-
ning,” he said after the race. “I started 
very well, hit the first corner in second 
place and tried to follow Jorge but he 
had incredible pace. 

“The feeling from the bike on  
Friday was very bad and I didn’t believe 
it would possible to improve that much, 
but we managed it. My team told me to 
believe in myself and believe in them 
as we wanted to finish the season the 
best we could, and we did! 

“It was very difficult, but I fought 
100% with Marc and Valentino. I put 
all I had into this race. From Friday I 
had a lot of difficulties cornering as, 
with the Ducati, it is very difficult for 
me to carry high corner speeds but on 
the other hand we have good accelera-
tion and good stability under braking. 

This maybe makes it a bit easier for us 
to make passes.” 

The result came in spite of the Italian 
still struggling with pain from breaking 
bones in his back in practice at Misano.

“I tried not to think of the pain in my 
back,” he explained. “I know I have pain 
but if I think about it I have less energy. 
I tried to overtake Vale but he kept 
coming back, but the bike helped me 
a lot as it was very good on the straight 
because of the power. For the first half 
of the race Vale had a better pace but I 
overtook him in every corner and we 
had a great, great battle.” 

The podium rounds off a rollercoaster 
season for Iannone in a year that not 
only saw him achieve his first MotoGP 
victory but create a barrage of con-
troversy with a series of crashes and 
aggressive moves. 

Rating his season ahead of moving 
to Suzuki for Tuesday’s test, Iannone 

IANNONE BLA
Sensible ride sees ÔThe ManiacÕ bid farewell to Ducati                

With Lorenzo long 

gone out front, the 

thrills came from 

Iannone’s battle 

with Rossi

OLI RUSHBY

oli.rushby@motorcyclenews.com

IN SPAIN

BSB REPORTER

DUCATI’S HOT PACE
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said: “I’d rank myself six out of ten, a 
bit like when I was at school! I made a 
lot of mistakes this year but I am also 
happy because we achieved the first 
victory and I always tried my best.” 

Commending the Italian, Ducati’s 
MotoGP head honcho Gigi Dall’Igna 
added: “Andrea Iannone’s race was 
really great and exciting and his po-
dium was, for sure, the best way to say 
goodbye to us. 

“Andrea raced with his heart in his 
final outing with Ducati and I want to 
thank him because, in the four years 
we have been together, he has helped 
us to improve and arrive at our current 
level. I’d like to wish him all the best 
for his new adventure.”

Valentino Rossi said Iannone beat 
him fair and square despite a hard 
battle which saw the Italian duo bang 
fairings in Sunday’s race.  

Rossi and Iannone went at it hammer 

and tongs as they tussled for second and 
then third place in the MotoGP season 
finale, with a series of aggressive moves 
seen from both throughout the race. 

It had looked as though Rossi may 
have dropped off his close friend’s pace, 
but a late surge saw him fight back in 
the closing stages. 

Then Rossi lost the position for the 
final time in an incident that saw the 
nine-time world champion run wide 
on the penultimate lap.  

“When you battle with Iannone it 
is not easy!” Rossi laughed. “You of-
ten have to cross yourself and pray! It 
was a hard fight but we never really 
touched. He was aggressive with me 
but I was very aggressive with him, 
we both played our cards and it was a 
fun battle which I enjoyed. 

“I pushed a lot on the right hand side 
because that is where I was stronger but 
in the end I was in too much trouble.”

ASTS TO PODIUM 
ti                   with brilliant fi nal performance

Moto3 World Champion Brad Binder 
showed his class in the final round 
at Valencia this weekend as another 
masterclass saw him fight through to 
take victory after a technical issue left 
him 22nd on the opening lap. 

The Red Bull KTM rider came close to 
retiring from the race when his bike cut 
out on the opening lap, but re-joined 
in 22nd as it appeared to sort itself out. 

In a race that mirrored the heroics 
which saw the South African fight 
from last to first in Jerez, fastest lap 
after fastest lap saw Binder charge 
through the pack to be on the back of 
the leading group with ten laps to go. 

“I wanted to finish my time in Moto3 
with a victory, but I did not expect 
to do so,” he confessed. “Something 
happened to the bike, but I could not 
understand it and I moved aside to see 
if everything was in place. I lost two 
laps checking that the bike was work-
ing well before I pushed hard again. 

“To come back and win the race 

BINDER 
BOUNCES 
BACK

was incredible. I am very happy and 
I cannot be more grateful to the team 
for the year we have had.” 

Finishing the season 142 points ahead 
of his nearest rival, Binder was just 
short of breaking Valentino Rossi’s 
record for the biggest championship 
points gap in Grand Prix history. 

He will now turn his attention to the 
challenges he faces in stepping up to 
the intermediate class with the all-new 
KTM chassis next year. 

Speaking ahead of the move, he said: 
“Now it’s time to think about Moto2. I 
have been counting the days to get on 
the new bike. It is very important for 
me to move to a higher class and I am 
very motivated. 

“This season has gone much better 
than I expected, and winning the title 
with four races to go and getting seven 
wins is incredible. I’m on cloud nine 
and I can only thank the team.”It’s the end of the road for Iannone and Ducati but he’s gone out with a bang

Dovi (4) wasn’t able to beat 

Iannone in the final race

Dovizioso dicing with Pedrosa on 

his way to seventh at Valencia

‘I have been 
counting the days 
to get on the new 

Moto2 bike’
BRAD BINDER

Dovizioso ‘We have to 
take the positives’
Ducati man Andrea Dovizioso 

was pleased to salvage fifth 

in the 2016 championship 

standings despite a tough race 

in Valencia. 

Unable to carry his strong 

practice pace through to 

the race, the Italian was left 

to cross the line in seventh 

place while his team-mate 

celebrated on the podium. 

“The race was not too good,” 

he explained. “It was very 

different from what I expected 

as my speed in practice was 

much better. Unfortunately, I 

didn’t have the same stability 

on the front as I did in practice. 

I don’t understand why, but 

we will try to work it out from 

the data. I don’t think I had a 

problem with the tyres, just the 

characteristic of them is like 

this, if you push a little bit more 

you can end up in trouble! 

“At the beginning when the 

pace in the group of front of me 

was really on the limit I couldn’t 

keep up despite having run 

faster times in practice. It was a 

very slow race for us! The rear 

tyre dropped for everybody and 

when you don’t ride in the right 

way you suffer even more.” 

While this result wasn’t how 

he wanted to round off the 

season, securing fifth in the 

championship when he was 

as far down as 11th after three 

DNFs on the bounce – two 

of which at the fault of other 

riders – is a bonus.

He said: “We have to take all 

the positive things from this 

year, we finished the season 

well and I also took my first 

race win with Ducati. 

“I’m really happy with the 

bike and how we’ve worked. It’s 

not easy to see from the outside 

but we made big steps inside 

the team to get better results.” 
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CRUTCHLOW: PRIDE OF

Cal Crutchlow has walked away from 
the final round of the 2016 MotoGP sea-
son pleased to finally draw a line under 
what has been a difficult season for the 
LCR Honda rider – despite enjoying his 
best success ever in the premier class 

with not one but two race wins.
While taking the top step of the po-

dium at both Brno and Phillip Island 
means he enjoyed his best ever results, 
as well as finishing the year seventh in 
the championship and as the top satel-
lite rider, it wasn’t all plain sailing for 
Crutchlow. He failed to score points in 
five of the season’s opening eight races 
– and made things worse by crashing 
out of Sunday’s final race of the year.

And with the highs and lows com-

bining to make what he admits was a 
difficult season, he’s just pleased to 
be able to head into the winter break.

“I’ve had four podiums and two 
wins – one in the wet and one in the 
dry – and we have to take a lot of posi-
tives from the year. Yes, we’re disap-
pointed with Sunday’s race, and I’m 
glad that the season is over, because 
I’ve had enough of this year! It’s been 
emotionally up and down all year, and 
even though we were testing I could 

have just as easily jumped on a flight 
home on Sunday night.

“But we finished the season in a 
healthy way, and I believe we have to 
be positive. In a lot of races this year 
I’ve been able to battle with the factory 
bikes – and the other satellite bikes 
haven’t done that at all this year. And 
we’ve done all that on a bike that isn’t 
as competitive as a lot of the other in-
dependent machines.”

But that comes as little consolation 

after crashing out of Sunday’s race. 
Despite all the progress the LCR Honda 
squad have made with the difficult 2016 
RC213V machine, its lack of acceleration 
forced Crutchlow into an old mistake, 
pushing the front tyre too hard under 
braking to make up the difference.

“I didn’t feel comfortable all week-
end. We were disappointed with the 
race, and I had the pace for the top six, 
but it became apparent very quickly 
that I couldn’t push. We never seemed 

Cal happy to wrap up incredible season of unthinkable highs – but too many lows

‘It was not the best 
ride of the year, but it 

was a positive one’
SAM LOWES

BEST-EVER SEASON
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Crutchlow was the top 

non-factory rider in 2016

SIMON PATTERSON

simon.patterson@motorcyclenews.com

IN SPAIN

MOTOGP REPORTER

British Moto2 duo Sam Lowes and 
Danny Kent finished the final race of 
2016 on a high, with Lowes ending the 
year with a solid result after a difficult 
second half of the season, and Kent 
turning his year around at the 11th hour.

Lowes has struggled since his home 
race at Silverstone ended in disas-
ter back in September, crashing out 

alongside title rival Johann Zarco and 
ending his hopes of becoming the 2016 
champion. 

That run of form continued right 
throughout the flyaway races, as he 
completed only four race laps in three 
outings. But Lowes finally took some-
thing positive from the end of the 
season, by beating Alex Rins in the 

BRITS END MOTO2 
CAMPAIGN ON A HIGH

Lowes refound some 

form after a terrible 

run of results
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F BRITAIN

‘I’m glad that the 

season is over... It’s 

been emotionally up 

and down all year’
CAL CRUTCHLOW

Brit watch

Eugene 

Laverty was 

disappointed 

to round out his two seasons in 

MotoGP by fi nishing outside 

the points for only the third time 

this season.

“We just missed out on the 

points. I wanted to get 15th on the 

last lap, but I was just lacking a bit 

of pace. It has been a great two 

years with the Aspar Team and 

I wanted to fi nish on a high. We 

tried our best this weekend and 

even though the result wasn’t 

our best one I think we can be 

happy with our eff ort.”

Valencia saw yet 

another diffi  cult 

weekend for 

Scott Redding, as he struggled 

with grip issues on the Pramac 

Ducati, losing out to team-mate 

Danilo Petrucci not only in 

Sunday’s race but in their team 

battle for a new GP17 machine 

next season.

“We could have gained more 

earlier in the weekend, looking 

into tyre pressures, but we 

neglected it until aft er warm-

up. The pressure was building 

too high, but we made some 

adjustments for the race and it 

helped. I was holding the guys 

in front, but I started to lock the 

front again and I had to back off .”

Bradley Smith 

was pleased 

to fi nish off  a 

forgettable season with a strong 

result, signing off  his six seasons 

in Moto2 and MotoGP with the 

Monster Yamaha Tech 3 squad.

“It was a tricky race, but I gave 

my all, and to fi nish in 9th is quite 

a positive way to end the season 

aft er what we’ve been through. 

I’d like to give a big thanks to 

the entire Tech3 team for all 

their work in the past four years 

in MotoGP and the two years 

before that in Moto2. I wish the 

guys the very best with the new 

riders for 2017 and I’ll come and 

say bonjour again in the future.”

Scott 
Redding

Bradley 
Smith

Eugene 
Laverty
Qualifi ed: 19th

Finished: 16th

Qualifi ed: 14th

Finished: 14th

Qualifi ed: 10th

Finished: 9th

to get the right setting with the bike, 
although in the race I felt OK. 

“After 10 laps I settled into a rhythm 
and then I could start to push, but the 
front tyre pressure was way too high 
– higher than it had been all weekend. 
The tyre pressure went back down, but 
then I crashed out going over the limit 
of the package we had.”

But Crutchlow was as quick as always 
to praise his crew.

“I didn’t want to finish the season the 
way I did, but I’m proud of my season 
and proud of my crew. The credit isn’t 
just down to me. Yeah, I’m the one on 

last corner for fourth place.
“After three bad races it was im-

portant to finish. I knew I could keep 
a similar pace to the fastest riders, and 
we did it; the problem is that I was not 
so fast in the first three or four laps. I 
was a bit nervous at the start, consider-
ing that all the crashes in the previous 
Grands Prix took place in the early 
stages of the race. 

“Later, however, I could relax and I 
dug deep: it was not the best ride of the 
year, but it was a positive one and it’s 
important to end the Championship 
in the top five, although we deserved 
much more. This year I had a great 

time, the team is fantastic and I want 
to thank everyone.”

And Moto3 world champion Kent 
had just as positive a weekend after 
an incredibly tough season for him, 
with radical crew changes within the 
Leopard Kalex team finally bringing 
him some form to take ninth.

“It’s not our best result of the sea-
son, but it’s our best weekend and I 
felt much better with the bike. I had a 
different person working with me, and 
it’s made the weekend much easier. I 
just wish we could have found this in 
 Qatar, because who knows what could 
have happened then.”

the podium, but we have to take the 
results as a whole.”

With the 2016 season over, and car-
rying a number of niggling injuries, 
Crutchlow is now looking forward 
to one thing – escaping the British 
weather and heading to California for 
two months off.

He said: “I like to ride my bicycle! 
Last year, in the two months off, I did 
6500km in the pissing rain in the Isle 
of Man, so it should be a little bit nicer 
to do it in the sun! It doesn’t make you 
as mentally strong, but you can take in 
the sights and enjoy it more.”

HIGH

HIGH

LOW

LOW

Crutchlow won the 

2016 award for top 

Independent Team Rider

But he failed to 
finish  in six races 

this season

He claimed his 

second win of the 

year in Australia

But found himself 

in the gravel too 

many times

Smith bagged a top ten finish

Leopard Kalex’s 

Jochen Kiefer has 

given Danny Kent 

the tools to do his 

job properly
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Marc Marquez missed out on the chance 
of wrapping up the 2016 season with a 
victory at Valencia after giving Jorge 
Lorenzo the inch he needed to take a 
mile in the opening laps of Sunday’s 
closing MotoGP race – but he did pull 
off a cunning move with his tyre choice. 

With Lorenzo showing rapid pace 
throughout the weekend, Marquez 
knew if he was to frustrate his fellow 
Spaniard he had to be on him in the 
opening laps, but any hope of that was 
ended after just metres as a dreadful 
start saw his front wheel fly skywards. 

There is no doubt Marquez had the 
pace to fight for the win, as shown by 
his late-race charge to slash Lorenzo’s 
gap from five seconds to one by the end. 
Without crucial time lost in the first 
few laps, the sell-out crowd could have 
been treated to a very different race. 

Honda rider Marquez played a clever 
game across the weekend by claiming 
he’d not had time to work with the new 
profile front tyre option Michelin had 
introduced in preparation for 2017. 
However, come the race he opted to 
run the new profile with the harder 
compound – something that enabled 
him to gain significant ground on 
Lorenzo in the closing laps. 

“Today the biggest problem was 
the start,” Marquez said. “We had a 
problem; the clutch started spinning 
and I lost many positions – and that 
penalised me too much for the rest of 
the race as I lost a lot of time and had 
to catch up with Rossi and Iannone.”

While the start may have been his 
biggest problem, it wasn’t the only 
thing to hold Marquez back because 
the lack of acceleration that has plagued 
Honda all season was plain to see as he 
battled with Iannone and Rossi. 

“It took me a long time to get past 
Valentino and Iannone,” he explained. 
“Not only is it very difficult to over-
take other riders here, but every time 
I tried they would pass me back on the 
straight. Our weak point this year has 
been acceleration and I was losing out 
not only to Ducati but to the Yamahas 
as well. We must work on improving 
that this winter.

“Once I was past I managed to open a 
small gap, and from that point I started 
to push as if I had nothing to lose. I was 
catching Jorge but I started to see the 
laps remaining and the time, I told 
myself it would be difficult but I tried.” 

‘Worst start of season’ prevents Spanish duel 

‘I started to push 
as if I had nothing 
to lose and I was 

catching Jorge’
MARC MARQUEZ

Marquez may have pushed as if he had 
nothing to lose but, with the manu-
facturers’ title still up for grabs, this 
was not the case. Finishing second to 
Lorenzo was enough to see Honda take 
it, but a fall could have risked handing 
it to Yamaha.   

While he wasn’t able to celebrate race 
victory in Valencia his team rolled out 
the title celebrations they had planned 
in case he took the title in Australia. 
However, with his triumph coming 
earlier than expected, they left him to 
celebrate in front of the thousands of 
home fans packed into Valencia.  

LATE LAUNCH
MARQUEZ BLOWS IT

OLI RUSHBY

oli.rushby@motorcyclenews.com

IN SPAIN
BSB REPORTER
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Valencia marked the end to a 

challenging season for Repsol 

Honda’s Dani Pedrosa, and it didn’t 

get any easier for the diminutive 

Spaniard as he returned from the 

injuries he sustained in Japan. 

Crashing out in the early stages 

of Sunday’s race, Pedrosa finished 

the year in just sixth place – his 

worst championship standing in ten 

years of racing in the premier class. 

“It’s a shame about the crash,” he 

said after the race. 

“I started well and was taking 

things calmly since I didn’t feel 

perfectly comfortable with the 

tyres. Unfortunately, after just a 

few laps, on the entrance to Turn 2, 

without pushing, the rear stepped 

out, and at the same time I also 

lost the front and couldn’t avoid 

the crash. I don’t know what went 

wrong because I wasn’t riding at 

the limit. 

“It was a pity not to finish the 

race. We’ve come to the end of a 

difficult year, but we’ll try our best 

to do better next season.”

While his final standing may 

have been disappointing, Pedrosa’s 

Misano victory meant he was at 

least able to continue his record of 

winning at least one race in every 

Grand Prix season since 2002. 

PEDROSA’S WORST YEAR 

#MCNwednesday
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‘We ended with 

what I believe is 

the best Suzuki 

MotoGP bike in 

history’
ALEIX ESPARGARO

Valencia marked the end of the begin-
ning for Suzuki as the two riders with 
whom they made their return to the 
premier class in 2015 rode their last 
race on the GSX-RR. 

With young hotshot Maverick Viñales 
on his way to partner Rossi at Yamaha 
next year, and Aleix Espargaro moving 
to Aprilia, Suzuki greeted two new rid-
ers in the shape of Andrea Iannone and 
rookie Alex Rins at the test on Tuesday. 

While there were no fireworks from 
Viñales or Espargaro on their Suzuki, 
swansong with fifth and eighth place 
respectively, both were full of praise 
for the Hamamatsu factory as they 
prepared to hang up their striking blue 
leathers for the final time. 

“I’ve definitely grown up a lot with 
Suzuki,” Viñales smiled. “The first year 
was difficult. I cannot say that finishing 
11th and 12th suits me, so it was tough 
and hard for me but this year we have 
shown that we’ve improved the level 
and I have improved as a rider as we 
finished fourth in the championship. 

“That said, today I was ten seconds 
behind so I don’t think I made a bad 
decision in moving to Yamaha! There 
is no doubt Suzuki will be at the level 
of the others, but it will be interesting 
to see how Iannone rides the bike!” 

Espargaro added: “I leave Suzuki 
with many happy memories. It hasn’t 

KTM had a mixed weekend as they made 
their MotoGP debut at Valencia with 
test rider and former Moto2 runner-
up, Mika Kallio. 

Complaining about a persistent lack 
of rear grip, Kallio was more than three 
seconds off the pace on Friday but after 
switching to Michelin’s softer option 
tyre on Saturday, the Austrians were 
able to make a marked improvement. 

Not only did Kallio reduce the gap to 
the front in qualifying, he also moved 
himself past series regulars Tito Rabat 
and Yonny Hernandanez. But the fac-
tory’s debut would be short lived as the 
Finnish rider was forced to retire from 
Sunday’s race with a speed sensor issue. 

KTM Technical Director Sebastian 
Risse commented: “Our performance 
is one thing but then there’s the per-
formance of our competitors! They 
are really strong, especially when you 
see a new pole record! They are push-
ing and quick, but if you compare in 

KTM’s bike looks 

gorgeous but is 

still a work 

in progress

That late charge 

from Marquez was a 

tantalising display of 

what might have been

Pedrosa was back from injury only 

to crash again at his home round

been easy; the first season was fine but 
the bike was very different to how it is 
now. We achieved good results in the 
second season but I made a lot of mis-
takes. I wasn’t at the level of the bike or 
the team, this was the reality. I did my 
best and they know I put in 100%. We 
worked together over the two years and 
ended with what I believe is the best 
Suzuki MotoGP bike in history, and the 
best bike I have ridden in my career.” 

SUZUKI DUO BID FAREWELL 

terms of lap times I think we can be 
quite happy. We made steps forward, 
and the all round performance has also 
improved. Not being last in qualifying 
was a big, big step forward. 

“The first important step was with 
the tyre. We are lacking some experi-
ence in the rhythm of the race weekend 
with the Michelin tyres. On Friday 
and Saturday we focused on different 
tyre specs. The softer spec was much 
more difficult for the race distance but 
in terms of lap times and confidence 
it was a big step forward for us. That 
enabled us to start working and look-
ing at lap times. 

“I think the bike is quite stable, the 
engine is quite strong. You will not al-
ways see that in top speed as there are 
a lot of parameters, the downforce, air 
resistance and exit grip that play into 
total performance, but looking at the 
engine we have a strong package. The 
weak points are turning and grip.”

November  16   2016

KTM BATTLE FOR GRIP
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Jorge Lorenzo signed off an incredible 
nine seasons with the factory Yamaha 
squad by taking a stunning race vic-
tory in Valencia, having led the race 
from start to finish to claim the most 
dominant win of a unique season.

Setting up the weekend’s results by 
dominating not only Sunday’s race but 
the entire weekend, he walked away 
with a gentleman’s set of pole position, 
fastest lap and race win. He admitted 
after he crossed the finish line that 
the realisation that he was leaving his 

home of almost a decade hadn’t yet 
begun to sink in.

“It was an incredible weekend with 
a perfect first few laps, the pole posi-
tion, the fastest lap, and the victory. 
I arrived here in MotoGP at 20 years 
old, taking my first pole position on 
my first race – and after almost ten 
years I leave with a pole position and 
a victory, I think I couldn’t have given 
Yamaha a better present than this for 
their support and their hard work 
during these years.

“During the race you spend 45 min-
utes completely focused on what you 
are doing to dominate this bike, so 
when you cross the line you aren’t 
very emotional and you don’t think 
too much, because you need to recover. 

“After two or three minutes I started 
remembering the best moments in my 
career and also the hard moments, and 
in parc fermé it was very emotional 
with my team. We have to enjoy all of 
these experiences and especially this 
last moment with Yamaha.”

But, despite the dominant win, he 
was quick to point out after the race 
that it hadn’t come to him as easily 
as he’d made it look. Struggling to 
maintain the pace in the final stages 
of the race, he admitted afterwards 
that problems for Marc Marquez were 
all that prevented him from finishing 
his time with Yamaha in second rather 
than first.

“I struggled a lot in the last 10 laps. 
The maximum gap was five seconds 

END OF 
AN ERA
Jorge bows out at Yamaha with dominant win

- and then it reduced to 4.5 and then 
suddenly I saw Marc in second place and 
knew he was going to try everything 
and be very, very quick. We knew he 
would have a better tyre at the end of 
the race, and I was struggling very 
much with the left hand side of the 
rear in the middle of the race. 

“I had to be very focused and precise 
not to lose the rear. I was lucky Marc 
had so many problems at the beginning 
as he recovered very well.”

And with such a controlling per-
formance coming in his final race for 
Yamaha, Lorenzo could well be forgiven 
for doubting the decision that will turn 
his entire career upside down in only 
a few days’ time.

But despite the magnitude of the 
move ahead of him, he says he can’t 
wait to get started with Ducati.

“I have never regretted the decision. 
I’m leaving a great team, a champion-
ship-winning team, but hopefully my 
next team will also be like that. It is a 
great team and hopefully we can make 
it a championship-winning team too!”

‘I’m leaving a great 
team, but hopefully 

my next team will 
also be like that’

JORGE LORENZO

SIMON PATTERSON

simon.patterson@motorcyclenews.com

IN SPAIN

MOTOGP REPORTER

LORENZO SIGNS OFF
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‘If he wants to 

come back to 

Yamaha, we’d be 

ready to listen’
LIN JARVIS

MANAGING DIRECTOR 
OF YAMAHA RACING

EXPERT OPINION 
LIN JARVIS

LORENZO’S 
SIMPLY 
UNBEATABLE 
AT HIS BEST
“For me, it was a perfect end 
to a very successful multi-year 
programme together, and we 
couldn’t have ended it in a bet-
ter way.

“Lorenzo is exceptionally 
skilled and determined and com-
mitted, and when he is able to 
align all of his stars he’s unbeat-
able – which is what we saw this 
weekend. From Friday morning 
to qualifying to the race, there 
was no doubt in his mind who 
was going to win. ‘Right, I’m 
going to get the holeshot and I’m 
going to win.’ That’s exactly what 
he did, and every other rider will 
tell you that when he’s in that 
mood, he’s untouchable.

“We’re here to perform, to 
win, and to be ultimately suc-

cessful, and so is he. We’ve had 
our ups and downs through the 
years, for different reasons – fric-
tion between him and his team-
mate, between him and the team; 
but also beautiful moments too, 
when everything is harmonised. 
I think he would admit that it’s 
been a fantastic ride, and he feels 
now that it’s time for a change.

“It’s not always been easy over 
the years to maintain the part-
nership, because other people 
have made very strong offers to 
him. Ducati made an offer, even 
though they always denied it, 
and I know for a fact Honda put a 
very strong package together four 
years ago, when Casey left. He’s 
had tempting offers, but we’ve 
always responded and been fair.

“The door remains open, be-
cause life is fickle and you never 
know what is around the corner. 
When you break a relationship, 
especially a successful one, it’s 
important to finish in a good way. 
We will absolutely be competitors 
on the track, but there is no rea-
son we should be enemies off it. 
We’ve had a good time together, 
and if fate brings it around that he 
wants to come back to Yamaha, 
we’d be ready to listen.”

#MCNwednesday
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The best race?
“Assen in 2013 was very special, 

as I achieved one thing that had 

been impossible to achieve in all 

the history of MotoGP – coming 

from an operation in 13 hours and 

finishing a MotoGP race in the 

top five.”

Lorenzo’s best 
moments at Yamaha
L ’ b tL ’ b t

While their relationship as team-mates 
has been acrimonious at best over the 
past few years, Valentino Rossi and 
Jorge Lorenzo took the time on Sun-
day evening to make something of a 
reconciliation.

Speaking to MCN after the race, 
Yamaha boss Lin Jarvis says that the 
move, which came about naturally in 
the garage, was nice to witness after 
a hard time managing the pair over 
the years.

“We celebrated at the end of the day 
and had a team affair in the garage. 
Jorge won the race, and we celebrated 
that, his departure, and winning the 
team prize, which they both partici-
pated in winning.

“There was a very nice moment in 
the garage where they were together, 
not staged at all but just naturally. We 
were putting together a photo, and the 
two of them came together, chatted 
with each other, laughed with each 
other, and shook hands.”

But while they might have buried the 
hatchet on Sunday evening, the man 
who has dealt with the pair and the 
ensuring tension for the past decade 

says it’s unlikely to mark a complete 
transformation in their relationship 
going forward.

“Not being teammates next year 
won’t improve their relationship too 
much, either,” said Jarvis. “They’re 
both intensely competitive riders, 
their history is what gives them their 
stance, and that history remains the 
same regardless of red or blue. They 
respect each other, but respect is not 
the same as friendship.”

ROSSI AND LORENZO 
BURY THE HATCHET

With the three-time world champion Ducati-bound as soon as this 

week’s post-season test at Valencia is over, Lorenzo shared with us 

his personal highlights from his nine years with Yamaha.

The best bike?
“The bike in 2008 was very strong. 

But then in 2009 and the first 

part of 2010 we also had the 

best bike. In 2012, we didn’t have 

the chattering problem some 

factories had, and last year’s was 

good, too. Half of my time there, 

we probably had the best bike.”

The best win?
“Last year in Valencia. I had all the 

pressure on me and I reached my 

highest level and had very high 

pressure from the Honda guys 

during the race. It was probably 

the closest championship in all my 

career, and I won my last world 

title for Yamaha.”

The best championship?
“Not the last one, as I didn’t feel 

great with the Michelin tyres, but 

we still finished at a good level. 

2015 was probably my strongest 

season, because that’s where I 

reached my top level as a rider. 

I hope we will work hard to reach 

an even better level in the future.”

Rossi lost out to Iannone and Marquez in the battle for a podium place

Lorenzo and Rossi. Together. Looking 

happy. Make a note in your diary.

Lorenzo led from start to 
finish to give Yamaha the 

perfect leaving present

NO PODIUM FOR ROSSI
Valentino Rossi was disappointed to 
walk away from Valencia without a 
podium position to his name, after 
missing out in a scrap with rivals Marc 
Marquez and Andrea Iannone.

However, he was happy to take 
one silver lining from the race, after 
thoroughly enjoying a ferocious bat-
tle with the pair that lasted for most 
of the race, and ended up being one 
of the highlights of the 2016 season.

“I am not happy to lose the podium. 
It was very tough race but it was fun, 
and there were a lot of battles. At half 
race I was able to overtake Iannone and 
stay for some laps in second place, but 
I was not fast enough to make a gap.

“In the second half of the race, Mar-
quez was faster than us and then the 
fight started with Iannone. As always 
with Iannone it is a fight to the death, 

there was no margin. It was hard but 
good. Unfortunately, Iannone was 
faster, and he did a great last lap. I tried 
everything but it was not enough for 
the podium.”

But with the season now behind 
him, Rossi says he’s pleased with the 
outcome of the year overall, even 
though he missed out on the chance 
for a record-breaking 10th world title.

“The 2016 season brought a lot of 
positive things; second place in the 
championship, a lot of podiums and 
front row starts. Next year I want to 
try to win more races – more than 
two, but we are always competitive. 
Unfortunately, I made some mistakes 
and I was a bit unlucky with the engine 
in Mugello so I was a bit too far behind 
in the championship, but anyway it 
was a good season.”
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Spaniard signs off with a 
victory for Yamaha but 
how will he find the  
red-blooded Ducati?

LORENZO’S 
LAST  
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Call one of our friendly team today!

Or visit us at:

0844 338 68 16
*

 

mcebikes.com
*Calls will cost 7 pence per minute, plus your phone company's access charge.

COME SEE US
AT MOTORCYCLE LIVE!
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Credit is subject to status and is only available to UK residents aged 18 and over. Finance offer ends 3rd December 2016. The finance offer requires a minimum deposit of £99. 

This  finance offer is Hire Purchase and  is only available through Kawasaki Finance, a trading style of  Black Horse Ltd, St William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardiff, CF10 5BH.

£65.00 A MONTH

NINJA 250SL 

£69.00 A MONTH

Z250SL 

£59.00 A MONTH

ZX6R-636

£175.00 A MONTH
With £1,736.00 Deposit with  £911.00 Depositwith £631.00 Deposit

With £751.00 Deposit

0%APR

OVER4YEARS
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Triumph Bobber: British firm’s most 

outrageous retro yet plus Honda’s 

Fireblade SP and a very special new Norton.

6 
BMW R nineT Urban G/S: Retro 

perfection from Bavaria plus Yamaha’s 

cheeky XSR900 Abarth and Husqvarna’s 

handsome new 401 Vitpilen.

8
Ducati Superleggera: Few bikes can 

match it for desirability, which explains 

why they’re already sold out.

9
KTM 390 Duke: New ride-by-

wire throttle and TFT dash for the 

middleweight Duke and a welcome revamp 

for Suzuki’s V-Strom 650.

11
Floorplan: Your essential guide to 

what’s where at the biggest British  

motorcycle show of the year.

12
Show guide: Your pull-out guide 

to what’s going on and where at 

Motorcycle Live. Make sure you don’t miss 

a moment of the action.

15
Kawasaki Versys-X 300: Funky 

new all-rounder from Kawasaki plus 

saucy SP upgrades to Yamaha’s MT-10 and 

the all-new Suzuki GSX-R125.

17
Suzuki GSX250R: Cool new A2 

licence friendly Suzuki. Plus cross-

continental travel with attitude from the 

Austrians and don’t miss the latest BMW 

R1200GS Rallye and Harley’s Road King.

18
Brough Superior SS100: Feast 

your eyes on the reborn Brough and 

prepare for some off-road scootering (yes, 

really) with Honda’s X-ADV.

20 
Honda CB1100RS: Retro muscle 

from the Big H and don’t miss Moto 

Guzzi’s appealing new V7 III Special.

21
MotoFoto: Check out the finalists 

from our amateur photography 

competition held in association with Carole 

Nash Insurance Consultants – then see the 

winners on the Carole Nash stand.

22
Team Classic Suzuki: Marvel as a 

Suzuki Katana endurance race bike 

is built live on stage at the show.  

24
Showbusiness: Great money-

saving vouchers and competitions 

especially for Motorcycle Live.
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I
t’s one of the highlights of the year, and a abso-
lute pilgrimage for many of us, as we wrap up 
warm and head to the NEC for the annual orgy 
of new metal that is Motorcycle Live. And with 
such a phenomenally strong influx of new bikes 
for 2017 – well over 100 new models in total – 

there’s more to see, stroke, sit on and salivate over 
than ever before.

Maybe even more impressive than the sheer volume 
of motorcycles is the rampant diversity, and quality, 
on offer. There isn’t a taste, style or predilection that 
isn’t catered for amongst the latest crop – and add in 
the huge amount of exiting bikes that will roll into 
the new year with just light revisions for Euro4, and 
it adds up to a bamboozling collection of temptation.

Team MCN took some time out this week to consider 
the very best new bikes to emerge from the Intermot, 
AIMExpo and EICMA shows that have taken place over 
the last five weeks to pick the bikes we most want to 
get up close to at Motorcycle Live. And after a fair bit 
of ‘healthy banter’ we’ve settled on our Top 40 Hottest 
New Bikes of 2017, and you can see the full list over 
the coming pages – then get yourself to Birmingham 
to see them for yourself. 

Also in this special pullout guide is all the infor-
mation you need to find the NEC, get your tickets, 
find your way around the show, and prioritise which 
features you most want to see while you’re there. If 
you don’t want to carry the whole of this supplement 
with you, just whip out the centre-page pullout as 
an invaluable pocket guide to what’s on, and where.

Whatever else you’re going to see, don’t forget to 
visit the MCN stand (Hall 4, 4C21) while you’re there.

Sling a leg over the newest metal 

and prepare your wishlist for 2017

Triumph Bobber: 

Beating the Yanks 

at their own game

RICHARD NEWLAND

DEPUTY EDITOR

t’s one of the highlights of the year, and a abso-
lute pilgrimage for many of us, as we wrap up
warm and head to the NEC for the annual orgy
of new metal that is Motorcycle Live. And with
such a phenomenally strong influx of new bikes
for 2017 – well over 100 new models in total –

there’s more to see, stroke, sit on and salivate over

Maybe even more impressive than the sheer volumeMaybe even more impressive than the sheer volume

Triumph Bobber:

Beating the Yanks

at their own game
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HIGHLIGHTS

O�New bodywork 
O�ABS and digital dash 
O�More power & torque 

HIGHLIGHTS

O�937cc V-twin 
O�Fully-adjustable …hlins 
suspension
O�3 riding modes, 8-stage traction 
control, 3-level variable ABS

HIGHLIGHTS

O�The most high-tech Brit bike ever
O�1200cc liquid-cooled V4
O�Full electronics package

HIGHLIGHTS

O�Inertial Measurement Unit (IMU)  
O�…hlins Step motor-type 
Electronic Control (S-EC) 
suspension
O�Cornering ABS

3. TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE BOBBER

4. DUCATI SUPERSPORT 
2. NORTON V4 RR

1. HONDA CBR1000RR SP

THE FACTS O�79bhp (est) O�210kg (est) O�Seat height 690mm

THE FACTS O�115bhp O�210kg O�Seat height 810mm

THE FACTS O�200bhp O�179kg O�

Seat height TBCmm

THE FACTS

O 189bhp 

O 197kg 

O Seat height 

831mm

When was the last time a British 
motorcycle firm released a 200bhp 
TT-developed superbike? Never, 
thatÕs when. So get yourself over to 
the Norton stand to bathe in the glory 
of this insane new machine. 

The V4 SS is the top spec £44,000 
version, and the 200 being build are 
already sold out, while you can still 
pick up one of the first batch of 250 V4 
RR models Ð which are a snip at £28k. 

With a British-designed, all-new 
72-degree Norton V4 engine, the 
new RR is the fastest Norton road 
bike ever produced, and is developed 
from the SG5 TT bike that lapped the 
Mountain Course at nearly 131mph.

Each one is hand built at the 
Donington factory, and you can even 
opt for a chrome finish, just like the 
TT bike. Go see it Ð itÕs stunning.

2017 is the 25th anniversary of the 
Fireblade, and while we all hoped 
Honda would do something special 
to mark the modelÕs quarter-century, 
we couldnÕt have dreamed that theyÕd 
go this far. The result is a stunning 
specification that hints at the Fireblade 
being back in with a shot at the 
superbike crown in 2017. 

Leading the decimation of the 
rulebook is the introduction of a wild 
array of electronic control systems Ð all 
knitted together by the new five-axis 

HALL 22
STAND

2D20

TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE BOBBERTRIUMPH BONNEVILLE BOBBER
210kg (est)O Seat height 690mm

Triumph have shocked the world with 
their glut of exceptional new modern 
classics over the past 12 months, and 
this new Bobber is one of the most 
impressive in the metal.

Just like the rest of the firmÕs rush of 
modern classics, the Bobber manages 
to hide such modern requirements as 
ABS, traction control, rider modes and 
a ride-by-wire throttle in a package 
that looks remarkably authentic.

The detailing is fantastic, from the 
seamless integration of all the shared 
parts common to all the T120 range, 
through to the beautifully engineered 
Ôswinging cageÕ rear swingarm and 

shock linkage, to the bars, adjustable 
clocks, dinky headlamp, side-mounted 
ignition barrel, and the delightfully 
authentic hoop-style rear fender stay Ð 
the Bobber is a genuine visual delight. 

The new SuperSport is intended, say 
Ducati, to Òblend DucatiÕs sporting 
side with road focused performance 
and accessibilityÓ. What this means 
in practice is an everyday Ducati 
sportsbike Ð and we think it looks great. 

The engineÕs internals are almost 

identical to the Hypermotard, however 
alterations to the intake and exhaust 
system have shifted the power lower 
in the rev range, while longer final 
drive ratios have also been added. The 
SuperSport makes 80% of its 71.3ftlb 
of torque at just 3000rpm while its 
peak power of 115bhp appears at 
9000rpm. This is backed up by the 
same comprehensive electronics 
package as found on the Hypermotard 
with ABS, traction control and variable 
fuel and a bi-directional quickshifter. 

The seat height of 810mm can also 
be increased or reduced by 20mm 

Quite simply the 

most special 

Fireblade yet

Developed at the TT, 

it’s the fastest Norton 

road bike in history

Inertial Measurement Unit. The SP is 
also the first Honda motorcycle to be 
equipped with …hlins S-EC suspension 
front and rear, using an NIX30 fork and 
TTX36 shock.

ThereÕs a full-colour TFT liquid 
crystal dash that automatically adjusts 
to ambient light and features three 
display modes, and a phenomenal 
range of electronics adjustment and 
rider personalisation.

The SP is 14kg lighter than the old 
Blade, weighing in at a kerb mass 
of 197kg, has a quickshifter and 
autoblipper and cornering ABS, while 
peak power is now a claimed 189bhp 
@ 12,500rpm, with peak torque of 
81.79ftlb @ 10,500rpm. 

And itÕs all wrapped up in a classy 
package that bound to handle with 
trademark Honda neutrality. 

through an accessory seat unit while 
the 16-litre tank is made from steel 
to allow the fitment of magnetic tank 
bags. The perfect everyday Ducati.

TOP 40 NEW BIKES

HALL 3   
STAND

3D10

HALL 4   
STAND

4C10

HALL 3A
STAND 

3G20, 3H20, 
3H15
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HIGHLIGHTS

O�Air-cooled 803cc L-twin
O�10-spoke lightweight wheels
O�Bosch ABS

HIGHLIGHTS

O�Six-level Traction Control System
O�43mm YZF-R1 type front fork
O�Next generation R-series design

HIGHLIGHTS

O�Variable Valve Timing
O�Quickshifter & Autoblipper
O�Cornering ABS

6. DUCATI 
MONSTER 
797

7. YAMAHA 
YZF-R6 8. SUZUKI GSX-R1000R

THE FACTSO�75bhp O�193kg 

O�Seat height 805mm

THE FACTS O�TBCbhp O�190kg 

O�Seat height 850mm
THE FACTSO�199.2bhp O�203kg O�Seat height 825mm

THE FACTSO�24bhp O�157kg O�Seat height 895mm

BMW’s reinvention continues in 2017 
with more new models that mark the 
German firm out as one of the most 
innovatively on-trend manufacturers in 
the market. And leading the charge is 
this beautiful R nineT Racer. 

Looking every inch the retro HP2 
Sport, it takes the basic R nineT 
platform that has proved so popular 
for BMW, strips it of its high-end cycle 
parts, and adds some of the most 
understated and classy café racer 

styling seen on any modern classic. 
Long and low looking, the similarities 

to the Concept 90 revealed in 2013 are 
clear to see, both harking back to the 
seminal 1970s R90S. Pure class.

HIGHLIGHTS

O�Half-faired café racer
O�Five-spoke alloy wheels
O�Air/oil cooled 1170cc boxer twin

A whole 12 months ago Suzuki 
unveiled a ‘concept’ GSX-R1000R 
that looked as finished as any 
production motorcycle. But it wasn’t 
finished. It is now, though, and it really 

does deserve your attention. 
It might not be the most visually 

bold of the superbikes, but the firm’s 
relentless pursuit of engineering 
perfection has delivered a bike that 
could very well be right at the top of 
the litre class in 2017 – unless that 
Fireblade can intervene. Regardless, 
the new VVT engine is an impressive 
feat, and should deliver one of the 
most engaging riding experiences of 
any superbike. The Gixer Thou is back.

5. BMW R NINET RACER

If you’re looking for a simple and 
attractive new roadster, they don’t 
come with much more of either than 
this – the new Monster 797. It’s great 
to have an air-cooled two-valve engine 
back in a Monster package again, and 
the 803cc Desmodue L-twin boasts 

75bhp, 50.8ftlb torque, and a slipper 
clutch, while there’s also the excellent 
Bosch 9.1MP ABS module and Brembo 
M4.32 calipers to take care of slowing 

it all down again. Add a tubular steel 
trellis frame, 16.5-litre steel tank, wide 
bars and a full LCD dash, and the 797 
looks very attractive indeed.  

It’s been a long wait – but it might 
just have been worth it. Just look at 
the new YZF-R6, with its gorgeous 
YZR-M1 styling. Has a 600 ever looked 
better? As many turn their backs on 

the Supersport market, Yamaha have 
boldly committed with great style, a 
decent raft of cutting edge electronics 

– including a Traction Control System, 
quickshifter and ABS. Overlook the 
exhaust, and book yourself a trackday. 

It’s been a long 

time coming but 

the GSX-R is back

Handsome air-

cooled Monster is 

sure to be a hit

Next generation R6 

complete with styl-

ing from Rossi’s M1

An understated 

work of genius 

from Bavaria
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HIGHLIGHTS

O�Sportster 1200 platform  
O�Café racer riding position 
O�Dual front brakes and USD forks

HIGHLIGHTS

O�1050cc LC8 V-twin
O�Fully adjustable WP suspension
O�Traction control, four rider modes

HIGHLIGHTS

O�New Multistrada model
O�937cc liquid-cooled Testastretta 
V-twin
O�ABS and Ducati Traction Control

HIGHLIGHTS

O�313cc liquid-cooled single 
O�GS family styling 
O�19in front rim

11. HARLEY-DAVIDSON ROADSTER

9. KTM 1090 ADVENTURE R

12. DUCATI MULTISTRADA 950

10. BMW G310GS

THE FACTS O�70.8ftlb O�259kg O�Seat height 785mm

THE FACTS O�113bhp O�227kg

O�Seat height 840mm

THE FACTS O�34bhp O�169.5kg O�Seat height 835mm

The baby-GS might be small in capacity 
compared to its well-established 
siblings, but BMW’s commitment 
to design and build quality looks no 
less committed. The family styling is 
unmistakeable, with the stubby front 
beak, radiator shrouds, headlamp cowl 

It may be based on the Sportster 1200, 
but the Roadster gets a significant 
makeover to not just its styling but, 
more importantly, the chassis, to 
turn it into a genuine café racer that 
should appeal to a whole new group 
of riders. By using specially designed 
19 and 18-inch wheels front and rear 
respectively, the whole attitude is 
transformed. And that’s backed up by 

KTM’s continual drive to build ever 
more accomplished adventure bikes 
has gone to an all-new level for 
2017, and one of the most attractive 
and accessible of them is the 1090 

Harley gifting the Roadster with proper 
performance-oriented suspension and 
brakes. But better than all the style 

and engineering changes is that it rides 
beautifully. If you’re new to Harley-
Davidsons, start here.

Adventure R, aimed at riders who want 
genuine off-road ability from their 
adventure bike. Using an evolution of 
the 1050cc 75° V-twin motor, and now 
developing 125bhp, the R gets long-
legged, fully adjustable suspension by 
WP, laced wheels (21in front/18in rear), 
multi-mode ABS, traction control, a 
slipper clutch and four rider modes.

The hefty braking hardware boasts 
dual 320mm Brembo discs and radial 
four-piston calipers, all linked to Bosch 

9M+ ABS software, and there’s even 
an off-road mode which allows the 
rear wheel to be locked while the front 
wheel’s ABS remains active. Or you 
can disengage it completely. There’s 
also multi-mode traction control, 
which will allow varying degrees of 
slip under hard acceleration and four 
riding modes of Sport, Street, Rain and 
Off-road. The list goes on and on. If you 
have wide horizons, this should be part 
of your landscape.

This is the new Multistrada 950, and it 
opens up the model range to a whole 
new group of riders who may currently 
be actively put off by the scale, power, 
or focus of the 1200 range. 

The engine is the 937cc Testastretta 
unit, which delivers a claimed 113bhp 

at 9000rpm, and 70.95ftlb torque at 
7750rpm – a combination that should 
make the 950 feel like a lively ride, 
without it ever turning threatening. 
There are four riding modes (Touring, 
Sport, Urban and Enduro), and the new 

Exceptional 

style and a ride 

to match 

You wouldn’t mistake 

newest member of GS 

family for anything else

and tank all mini-me reworkings of the 
1200 family aesthetic. 

The new GS model gets a tubular 
steel frame, cast five-spoke wheels, 
and a 313cc liquid-cooled single engine 
– complete with reversed 4v DOHC 
cylinder head. That means a claimed 
34bhp at your wrist, and 20.6ftlb of 
torque, driving through a six-speed 
gearbox and chain final drive – plus a 
heady rev ceiling of 10,500rpm. 

A great small-capacity option for 
the urban adventurer. 

Multi also gets the Ducati Safety Pack, 
which includes the latest Bosch 9.1 MP 
ABS with three-level adjustment and 
eight-level Ducati Traction Control. 
This could be the most perfectly 
balanced Multistrada yet. 

THE FACTS 

O�125bhp

O 230kg

O Seat height 

890mm

HIGHLIGHTS

O�847cc inline triple 
O�Official Abarth limited edition
O�Carbon bodywork

13. YAMAHA XSR900 
ABARTH EDITION
THE FACTS O�113bhp O�196kg 

(est) O�Seat height 830mm (est)

Last year’s XSR900 took the 
MT-09 to a whole new level of 
attractiveness, but this half-faired 

carbon-rich version may have just 
trumped it. The drop bars are key to 
much of the aesthetic, and resultant 
change in riding position, but it’s the 
carbon-fibre nose cowl, seat unit and 
mudguard that define it. Blending new 
tech with old-school styling, there’s 
a suede seat, battleship grey paintjob 
highlighted with red speedblock and 
Abarth logos, and a full titanium 
Akrapovic system. Only 695 will be 
built, so get your wallet out fast.

Latest use of Yam’s 

triple platform is a 

stunner
HALL 4   
STAND
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HIGHLIGHTS

O�Tribute to original R80G/S 

O�1170cc air-cooled Boxer twin

O�Alloy cast wheels 

HIGHLIGHTS

O�Replacement for ER-6f

O�19kg lighter

O�A2 restrictor kit available

15. BMW R 
NINET 
URBAN G/S

16. KAWASAKI 
NINJA 650

THE FACTS O�110bhp O�221kg

O�Seat height 850mm

THE FACTS O�68bhp O�193kg

O�Seat height 790mm

THE FACTS O�42.9bhp (est) O�149kg 

(est) O�Seat height 830mm (est)

We may have had a lot of warning of 

its arrival, but it’s great to see that the 

Husky Vitpilen will arrive undiluted 

from the startling style we first 

witnessed in the prototypes. 

Beyond the stark and minimalist 

styling, it’s powered by the same 

engine as the KTM 390 Duke, meaning 

a four-stroke, single-cylinder 375cc 

unit that can be made A2 licence-

friendly at the dealer. 

The machine is a truly unique blend 

of form and function, and marks a new 

dawn for Husqvarna road bikes. We 

reckon that in itself has to warrant 

closer inspection.

HIGHLIGHTS

O�Radical new styling  

O�KTM 390 engine  

O�WP suspension  

14. HUSQVARNA 401 VITPILEN

This homage to the original R80G/S 

from 1980 makes us want to slip on a 

peaked enduro helmet and get muddy. 

Styled as a stripped-back adventure 

bike, the Urban G/S may be another 

jump into the dressing-up box of styles, 

but when you’re the firm that made the 

bike it pays homage to, there’s nothing 

wrong with that. The main rolling 

chassis, 1170cc air-cooled twin, steel 

tank and lower-spec suspension are 

common throughout the sub-Roadster 

R nineT range, but what defines this 

bike is the overall effect – it takes you 

right back to 1980 in a heartbeat.

Think of it as more Ninj-ER than Ninja, 

but this ER-6f replacement looks to 

be a cracking style evolution for the 

model. While the 649cc parallel-

twin has lost 3bhp at peak during the 

revisions needed to get it through 

Euro4, it’s said to have gained better 

fuel economy and shed 19kg. The new 

trellis frame is a big contributor to the 

losses, as is the new asymmetrical 

aluminium swingarm. The braking 

hardware gets new Nissin calipers, 

mated to Bosch’s 9.1M ABS module. 

There’s an A2 restrictor kit available, 

too. The perfect everyday bike?

80s looks, modern 

internals. A beauty

Husky prototype makes 

it to production in 

undiluted form

MOTORCYCLES.CO.UKMOTORCYCLES.CO.UKMOTORCYCLES.CO.UKMOTORCYCLES.CO.UK

SALES HOTLINE:

01702 479979
CLOTHING HOTLINE:

01702 476260
944 LONDON ROAD (A13) LEIGH ON SEA ESSEX SS9 3NF  |  OPEN 7 DAYS

online or in store
www.alphamotorcycles.co.uk

NOW ON!

SALE
BIG CHOICE,
CRAZY DISCOUNTS
AND FREE DELIVERY

SAVE UP TO 60%

HALL 3   

STAND

3B20

HALL 4   

STAND

4D25

HALL 2   

STAND

2B15



08 2016 MOTORCYCLE LIVE

HIGHLIGHTS

O�Carbon fibre frame, wheels 
and swingarm
O�Carbon fibre fairings
O�Öhlins suspension

HIGHLIGHTS

O�900cc High Torque engine
O�Café racer bars, bullet seat & 
cowl O�A2 licence restrictor kit 
from Spring 2017

17. DUCATI 1299 SUPERLEGGERA
18. TRIUMPH STREET CUP
THE FACTS O�54bhp O�200kg (dry) O�Seat height 780mm

If you’ve been lusting after the 
gorgeous T120 Thruxton, but didn’t 
feel comfortable with the size, power 
or price, salvation is here – and it’s 
called the Street Cup. Essentially a 

Number 17? What the hell is this doing 
at Number 17? It should be at number 
one, surely? Well, at £72,000, and 

with every single one of the 500 having 
sold out already, it’s been relegated 
by an unusual dose of realism. But you 
absolutely have to go and stare at it – 
quite possibly for an entire day. 

It’s the first production bike to 
be equipped with a carbon frame, 
swingarm, subframe and wheels, 
and results in a gobsmacking kerb 
mass of just 167kg – or 156kg dry. The 
monocoque frame, beefy single-sided 

swingarm, subframe, fairings and 
wheels are all constructed from super-
high-end carbon, and all are unique to 
the new Superleggera. And it boasts an 
exceptional electronics package, too. 

Combine such a low mass with the 
incredible 215bhp output from the 
1285cc L-twin Superquadro engine, 
and it should add up to the one of the 
most devastatingly effective superbike 
packages ever created. 

Foggy likes it – and 

so do we. Meet the 

new Street Cup

Carbon everything, 

it’s the most exotic 

Ducati yet

Street Twin, the Cup gets a handful 
of mods to transform it from modern 
classic roadster, to cheeky café racer. 
It really works in the metal, bridging 
the gap between the T120 and smaller 
offerings – like Guzzi’s V7 Racer. 

The power beneath the throne is the 
same 900cc ‘High Torque’ Bonneville 
engine found throughout the range, 
but the Cup gets its own shorter and 
lighter twin satin black and stainless 
steel upswept silencers.

THE FACTS 

O�215bhp

O�167kg

O�Seat height 

830mm

HALL 4   

STAND

4C10

HALL 2   

STAND

2D20

INDIANMOTORCYCLE.CO.UK

* Promotional warranty valid for all 2016 and 2017 Indian® motorcycles sold in Europe.

Specific conditions apply. Please see your dealer for details.

But it’s rare. It’s something you have to reach out and grasp with both hands, a clutch and a throttle. It’s the resolve that declared independence.

Ventured beyond, never settled and stitched all fifty stars onto the American flag.

This boldness lives on today. Because authenticity, integrity and passion aren’t characteristics of the lucky, they’re the qualities of the curious and the courageous.

Reserved for the few who dare their imagination to wander further, and rewarding those who never stay idle.

Discover greatness at your local Indian Motorcycle® Dealer, and explore the MY17 line up including the all new Scout™ Sixty. 

GREATNESS

IS OUT THERE
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HIGHLIGHTS

O�New rider modes 

O�Styling improvements 

O�New instrument dials 

HIGHLIGHTS

O�Increased power and torque

O�Integrated luggage system

O�Three-stage Traction Control

HIGHLIGHTS

O�New 373.2cc liquid-cooled engine 

O�New frame & WP suspension 

O�Larger steel fuel tank (now 13.4l)

19. SUZUKI V-STROM 650

20. KTM 390 DUKE

THE FACTS O�24.4bhp

O�157kg O�Seat height 895mm

THE FACTS O�69.7bhp O�213kg (216kg XT) O�Seat height 830mm

THE FACTS O�44bhp O�149kg O�Seat height 830mm

The 2017 V-Strom 650/XT isnÕt all-new, 

but itÕs had a huge overhaul. ThereÕs 

a new fuel injection system with 

10-point injectors, resin coated pistons 

and exhaust camshafts from the 

new SV650 Ð amongst more than 60 

engine component revisions. For added 

The 390 has been treated to significant 

attention 2017, and now comes with a 

ride-by-wire throttle, full TFT dash, an 

optional MY RIDE multimedia interface, 

With styling DNA drawn directly 

from the HRC CRF450 Rally Dakar 

racer, the CRF250 Rally gets a similar 

ÔfloatingÕ screen, while fairing and 

radiator shrouds provide further wind 

protection. The asymmetric headlights 

are LED, as are the indicators. 

Underneath the Dakar styling is a 

standard CRF250L, but the Rally gets 

a larger 10.1-litre tank for 200+ miles 

tank range, beefier 43mm Showa 

fork, a 21in front wheel and 18in rear 

combination.

Check out those 

bling laced rims

Thin white (and orange) 

Duke. We love it

security the new Strom comes with 

three-mode traction control lifted from 

the V-Strom 1000. The road-focused 

650 gets newly designed 10-spoke 

cast aluminium rims while the XT gets 

a set of bling goldie-looking laced rims. 

But the most striking thing about 

the new middleweight adventurer is 

the overall effect. While it steals much 

from its bigger brother in terms of 

parts and style Ð the proportions and 

balance feel absolutely bespoke: it just 

works. Expect to see a lot on the roads.

ABS as standard, split LED headlamp, 

and all-new bodywork. The frame and 

subframe are new, and the motor gets 

updates to bring it in line with the more 

stringent Euro4 emissions regulations.  

The WP fork is also new, as is 

the bigger 320mm front brake disc, 

marginally larger 13.4-litre steel tank. 

A true lightweight, punching well above 

its 149kg weight.

Check out those

HALL 3A   
STAND

3F20, 
3E20

HALL 4   
STAND

4D20
HALL 3A

STAND 

3G20, 3H20, 
3H15

21. HONDA 
CRF250 
RALLY

NOW THAT’S

PERFORMANCE! Victory and Victory Motorcycles¨ are registered trademarks of  Polaris Industries Inc. Always wear a helmet, eye protection, and protective clothing and obey the speed limit. 
Never ride under the influence of  drugs or alcohol. ©2016 Polaris Industries Inc. *MSRP is the Manufacturer’s Suggested Retail Price. *Promotional warranty valid for all 2016 
and 2017 Victory¨ motorcycles sold in Europe. Specific conditions apply. Please see your dealer for details.

THE ALL-NEW
VICTORY  OCTANE  V-TWIN
Come and ride the most powerful Victory ever. Hard-edged styling
makes it tough. This is the next evolution of  performance motorcycles
Ñ the Modern American Musclebike.

VICTORYMOTORCYCLES.CO.UK



Bennetts Suzuki’s Tommy Bridewell secures BSB 
podiums at Brands Hatch and Oulton Park

2016

Celebrating a year 
of British success

Bennetts-backed Scott Redding’s MotoGP podium at Assen

Bennetts

Bennetts.co.uk      0330 018 5945

We were there too
Trusted by riders for over 85 years

 Motorcycle insurance specialist 

Excellent customer service        Outstanding value

John McGuinness wins  
Bennetts Senior Classic TT

We’re at Motorcycle Live.  
Come and see us in Hall 3 for your chance to win a Yamaha RD250LC Pro-Am replica bike
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The Manufacturers
Hot metal and maximum temptation

Racers & VIPs at the show
See the Motorcycle Live 
website for a full diary of 
stars visiting the show.

APRILIA 3D20, Hall 3
See all the new Aprilias, 
including their new 900s.

ARIEL 2D15, Hall 2
Marvel at the stunning 
hand-crafted British bikes.

BMW 3B20, Hall 3
See the new R nineT Racer, 
the G310GS and all the 
rest of their 2017 range.

CCM 3C10, Hall 3
Celebrating 45 years of 
British-built off-roaders.

DUCATI 4C10, Hall 4
From Scrambler to 
Superleggera, Multistrada 
to Monster, they’re all here.

FANTIC 3D20, Hall 3
The beloved brand are 
back in the UK with a range 
of Enduro and SM bikes.

HARLEY-DAVIDSON 
3G15, Hall 3A
New Milwaukee-Eight motor 
mixes mean with clean.

HERALD MOTOR CO 
4E20, Hall 4
Cambridge-based 
purveyors of fun, 
affordable machines. 

HONDA 3G20, 3H20, 
3H15, Hall 3A
Don’t miss your chance to 
see the new Fireblade.

HUSQVARNA  
4D25, Hall 4
Get close to the stunning 
401 Vitpilen café racer.

INDIAN 3F10, Hall 3A
The new Springfield – not 
named after the Simpsons’ 
hometown – is a must-see.

KAWASAKI  
2B15, Hall 2
Team Green’s complete 
2017 range of bikes, from 
Versys-X 300 to ZX-10RR.

KRAZY HORSE  
3C15, Hall 3
Avinton, Paton, Zaeta, Zero 
Engineering and HogTech.

KTM 4D20, Hall 4
The revamped Adventure 
and Duke ranges make 
their UK debut here.

KUBERG 4E40, Hall 4
Make your kids’ electric 
dreams come true.

MASH 4B46, Hall 4
French firm Mash do a nice 
line in affordable retros.

MÉTISSE 3A10, Hall 3
Stunning Brit-built metal.

MOTO CORSA 
3A40, Hall 3
From the traditional to 
the futuristic, find Brough 
Superior, Hesketh and 
Energica all here.

MOTO GUZZI  
3D20, Hall 3
From friendly A2 bikes to 
enormous mad cruisers.

MOTORINI 3E10, Hall 3
Highly affordable Italian 
scoots and 125cc bikes.

NORTON 3D10, Hall 3
Witness the £28,000, 
200bhp V4 RR in the metal.

PEUGEOT SCOOTERS 
4D10, Hall 4
Europe’s biggest selling 
scooters storm the NEC.

PIAGGIO 3D20, Hall 3
Urban mobility comes to 
the show, including the 
three-wheeled MP3.

QUADRO 3E10, Hall 3
Fancy a funky three or 
four-wheeled scooter? 

ROYAL ENFIELD  
2D10, Hall 2
The old British Indian brand 
with new British roots. 

SFM BIKES 4D10, Hall 4 
Practical German 125s.

SUZUKI 3F20, 3E20, 
Hall 3A
See the new GSX-R1000, 
plus new 125s and 250s.

SWM 4B46, Hall 4
The first UK airing of the 
SuperDual 650 Adventure.

TRIUMPH 2D20, Hall 2
The stunning new Bobber, 
Street Cup and T100 
all broaden the hugely 

successful modern 
Bonneville range.

URAL 3B15, Hall 3
Old-school outfits 
originally made for the 
Russian army. 

VESPA 3D20, Hall 3
The scooter that has 
set the style trend for 
generations of riders.

VICTORY 3F10, Hall 3A
American performance 
roars into the UK. 

WATSONIAN SQUIRE 
2D10, Hall 2
If you need a sidecar outfit, 
they’re the people to see.

YAMAHA  
4B20, 4A35, Hall 4
The new YZF-R6 inspired 
by Rossi’s MotoGP bike, 
plus the stunning MT-10SP.

ZERO 2E15, Hall 2
Californian-built electric 
bikes leading the charge 
for battery power.

ZONTES 3E10, Hall 3
Cracking small bikes.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19

Eugene Laverty
Freddie Spencer
James Ellison

Jonathan Rea
Leon Haslam
Michael Dunlop

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20

Alex Lowes
Dean Harrison
Josh Brookes

Michael Dunlop
Sam Lowes
Scott Redding

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 21

Alex Lowes
Niall Mackenzie
Sam Lowes
Scott Redding
William Dunlop

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 22

Carl Fogarty

WEDS, NOVEMBER 23

Carl Fogarty
Michael Rutter

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 24

Bruce Anstey
Leon Haslam

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26

Bradley Smith
Charley Boorman
Ian Hutchinson
John McGuinness

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27

Bradley Smith
Ian Hutchinson
John McGuinness



Motorcycle Live is back and it’s burst-
ing with motorcycles, kit, celebrities, 
riding features and live events that 
will make it quite possibly the best 
show yet! 

New metal 
This year’s Motorcycle Live has more 
manufacturers exhibiting than ever 
before, in fact, there are 43 brands 
represented at the show, which makes 
for a whole lot of new metal. Be one of 
the first in the UK to see, touch and 
sit on the stunning new machinery 
unveiled at the European shows. 

There are also more than 100 other 
exhibitors and retailers showcasing 
and selling kit, parts and accessories 
– it’s a great place to bag a bargain. 

Racers  and VIPs
This is your chance to meet some of 
biking’s biggest names and top racers,
all in a relaxed post-season envi-
ronment away from the paddock. 
Recently-crowned double World Su-
perbike champion Jonathan Rea will 
be joined at the show by the likes of 
Freddie Spencer, Eugene Laverty, 
Michael Dunlop, John McGuinness, 
Carl Fogarty, Alex Lowes and many 
more – check the website before your 
visit to see who will be there.

FMX Live , Hall 4
The awe-
some FMX 
Live returns 
to Motorcy-
cle Live and this year, the heart-in-
your-mouth, edge-of-your-seat action 
is FREE to enjoy. Presented by the own-
ers of the Monster Energy Arenacross 
Tour, FMX Live will feature some of 
the world’s most talented freestyle 
motocross riders. 

The super-skilled ensemble will be 
putting on an intensely choreographed 
spectacle 40 feet in the air, packed with 
whips, back-flips and tricks that will 
take your breath away. The live show 
is situated in the 2000-seat FMX Live 
arena in hall 4, creating an electrify-
ing atmosphere complete with lights, 
lasers, LEDs and a heart-pumping 
soundtrack. 

Experience Adventure , 
Hall 2
Ne w for 
2016! Ex-
perience 
Adventure, supported by Ducati, 
Honda, KTM and Triumph, is a bike 
skills course designed to introduce 
riders to their first taste of adventure 
riding. It includes tuition on bike 
set-up, body positioning and balance 
across a number of testing terrains.

You can choose one of six stunning 
adventure machines from the line-up 
of manufacturers – the Ducati Mul-
tistrada Enduro, Honda Africa Twin, 
Triumph Tiger 800 XCx Low, Triumph 
Tiger 800 XCA, KTM 1050 Adventure 
and KTM 1290 Super Adventure – and 

you’ll get kitted out with the latest 
protective kit provided by Bell Hel-
mets and clothing distributor RaceFX.

Kawasaki Lee Bowers 
Stunt Display,  Hall 2
Kawasaki’s stunt 
rider extraordi-
naire Lee Bowers 
will be back by 
popular demand 
after his trick-
packed demos 
were voted ‘Best 
Manufacturer Ex-
perience of 2015’ 
by show visitors. Lee’s repertoire 
includes drifting, wheelies, stoppies 
and acrobatics and it’s one show you’ll 
not want to miss!

He will be performing three times 
a day at the weekends and twice a day 
on weekdays in his very own stunt 
arena. “I feel complete when I’m rid-
ing my bike – it’s like the rest of the 
world stands still,” says Lee. “I like to 
bend the laws of physics, to change 
people’s perceptions about what you 
can do on a motorbike – you only have 
to see my acrobatics act to know what 
I’m on about.”

British Eurosport Entertain-
ment Zone featuring the 
Blackhorse Stage, Hall 3/3A
The Brit-
ish Euro-
sport En-
ter t a i n-
ment Zone featuring the Black Horse 
Stage will once again occupy the heart 

of Motorcycle Live with hosts Steve 
Parrish and James Whitham keeping 
the crowd entertained with non-stop 
games, quizzes, and chat shows. 

Each day there will be a whole host 
of riders and celebrities from Brit-
ish Superbikes, World Superbikes, 
MotoGP, speedway and the Isle of 
Man TT appearing on the stage in the 
‘Ask Whitham’ slot, plus games such 
Dunlop Stronger for Longer, the KTM 
Wheel Change Challenge, the Oxford 
Products Memory Game and Eurosport 
Question of Bikes, with some great 
prizes up for grabs. New for 2016 is 
the MCN Road Test Cinema, running 
from 4.30pm every day. 

Custom Xtreme – Supported 
by Back Street Heroes
Hall 4
The Custom Xtreme 
Zone supported by 
Back Street Heroes 
proudly displays a vast 
array of choppers, bobbers, street-
fighters, trikes, café racers, street 
scramblers, flat trackers, brats and 
rats from some of Britain’s best bike 
builders. 

Visitors will be able to see the eye-
catching creations that months of 
blood, sweat and tears have produced 
in the Back Street Heroes Custom Bike 
Building Championship. The winning 
bikes from the Chopper, Custom, New 
School Custom, Best Paint and Best 
Streetfighter / Engineering categories 
will be on show. Don’t miss the trophy 
presentation on Monday, November 
21 at 11am. 

The Nick Sanders Story, 
Hall 4
Charismatic 
long-distance 
r i d e r  N i c k 
Sanders will 
make a wel-
come return to 
the show to launch his latest film, ‘The 
Extraordinary Life of an Ordinary 
Man.’ Nick will be on hand every day 
to share extraordinary stories of his 
travels, offer his own unique brand 
of advice and provide inspiration on 
your next touring adventure, and of 
course his books and DVDs will be 
available to buy. 

Classic Feature – Supported 
by The National Motorcycle 
Museum,  Hall 4
T h e  C l a s -
sic Feature, 
supported by 
The National Motorcycle Museum, 
demonstrates Britain’s proud history 
of motorcycle production and charts 
the development of the homegrown 
motorcycle  industry through the ages. 

An impressive display of iconic ma-
chinery from the late 1800s all the way 
through to recent times will be en-
hanced by various live and interactive 
visitor experiences, including the live 
restoration of a 1967 Velocette Thrux-
ton 500cc and twice-daily start-ups of 
two coveted Isle of Man TT-winning 
machines – the 1969 Thruxton Bon-
neville 649cc and the 1970 Triumph 
Works 750cc Production Racer No.2 
‘Slippery Sam.’

Two Wheel 
Taster  with Get 
On, Hall 4
The industry-backed 
Get On campaign is offering FREE 
20-minute taster sessions on a 125cc 
scooter or motorcycle in a private, 
indoor area with expert tuition from 
fully trained instructors. Thousands 
of visitors have taken advantage of the 
Get On feature in the last few years, 
with many of them getting the bik-
ing bug and going on to gain their full 
motorcycle licence. 

For more information about the Get 
On campaign visit www.geton.co.uk. 
Get On is brought to you by the leading 
motorcycle manufacturers, dealers 
and other companies in the market, 
through the Motorcycle Industry As-
sociation (MCIA).

Test Ride Zone, Hall 3A 
The Test Ride 
Zone returns to 
Motorcycle Live 
thanks to Shoei, 
Sidi and Spada 
and a great line up of bikes from the 
leading manufacturers for you to ride 
out on the open road.

Along with a FREE ride, all Shoei, 
Sidi and Spada safety equipment is 
provided by an experienced product 
technician, so if you’ve travelled to the 
show by train or car, you’re still able 
to ride. You’ll get a full briefing before 
you pick up your bike and take to the 
roads accompanied by out-riders. You’ll 
get a real feel for your chosen bike and 
then get the chance to wander to the 
manufacturer’s stand for any questions 
you may have. 

ACU Try Trials, Hall 2
The ACU’s Try Trials 
feature, in conjunc-
tion with BUMPY 
(Birstall Urban Mo-
torcycle Project for 
Youth) is offering you the chance to 
try out the impressive sport of trials 
in a FREE 15-minute taster session. 
Participants will receive direction 
and guidance from an ACU-certified 
instructor to get to grips with the ba-
sics of this highly-skilled discipline. 
Trials riding demonstrations by the 
ACU coaches will also take place daily. 

Kuberg MX Experience pre-
sented by MCF, Hall 4
Kuberg will 
b e  o f fe r-
ing riders of 
any age the 
chance to experience first hand the 
thrill of motocross. Kids, teenagers 
and adults alike can have a go around 
the off-road track and learn to ride 
Kuberg’s feisty and powerful machines 
from experienced instructors in a safe 
environment.

Visitors can try the new and amaz-
ingly agile Free-Rider, designed with 
teenagers and young adults in mind, 

20
16 EXPERIENCE

Adventure

By bike or car
Situated eight miles east of 

Birmingham city centre, the NEC 

is at the hub of the UK motorway 

network. Visitors can travel to the 

NEC site from the M1, M5, M6, M6 

Toll, M40 and M42.

The NEC is signposted from 

motorways and major roads and 

is marked on most good maps. 

If you are travelling by car, we 

recommend that you allow plenty 

of time for your journey.

If you are using a satnav system 

please use the postcode B40 1NT 

– but be aware that this will get 

you to the NEC, not direct you into 

the bike park itself, which will be 

clearly signposted on the way into 

the venue.

Parking
Secure indoor bike parking is 

provided by Motorcycle Live 

and is free of charge (subject 

to availability). The bike park 

includes a storage facility for kit, 

and will open one hour before 

Getting to Motorcycle Live

the show starts and close an hour 

afterwards.

Car parking costs £12 on the day 

or £10 in advance – this is a charge 

implemented by the NEC, not by 

Motorcycle Live.

Arrive by train
The NEC is situated adjacent to 

Birmingham International rail 

station. If you are travelling by 

train to the NEC you can actually 

reach Motorcycle Live without even 

having to step outside!

For further information on 

travelling by train to Birmingham 

International station, please 

contact National Rail enquiries on 

03457 484950, or visit the National 

Rail website (nationalrail.co.uk).

LOVE IT, LIVE IT
So much to do at Motorcycle Live 2016

HALL
3A



as well as the rest of Kuberg’s range of 
dynamic thrill machines: the Start (2-5 
years), Trial E (5-8 years) and Cross (5-8 
years). Also on show will be brand new 
prototypes for adrenaline junkies: the 
Trex, Challenger, and another excit-
ing surprise.

Kiddimoto Children’s 
Fun Track, Hall 2
The Kiddimoto 
Children’s Fun 
Track provides 
youngsters between the ages of two 
and 12 the chance to have a go on a 
Kiddimoto balance bike around a 
safe, inflatable track. There’s no need 
to book – just turn up to the feature in 
Hall 2 and your little one will be racing 
around in no time!

An experienced instructor will give 
children basic guidance on how to 
safely use the track and the bike and 
if the youngsters are a little reserved 
in trying this alone then parents are 
welcome to hop in and guide their 
budding biker around.

Yamaha Dark Side 
MT Tour,  Hall 4
The popular Yamaha 
‘Dark Side MT Tour’ 
makes its final stop of 
the season at Motorcycle 

Live, with the giant truck taking centre 
stage for the MT Tour display with its 
Dark Side branding and collection of 
MT clothing and accessories, plus ac-
cessorised MT Tour bikes. 

A fleet of MT demo machines includ-
ing the outrageous MT-10, plus the 
updated MT-09 and the award winning 
MT-07 will all be available for riders to 
enjoy in escorted test rides using local 
roads around the NEC. 

BMW GS Experience, Hall 3
The BMW GS Experience 
adds a touch of adven-
ture and excitement to 
Motorcycle Live, giv-
ing you the chance to 
learn and try some of the handling 
techniques taught at Simon Pavey’s 
world-famous BMW Off Road Skills 
school using BMW GS motorcycles.

Isle of Man TT 
feature , Hall 3A
The Isle of Man TT fea-
ture makes a return to 
the show after being 
voted ‘Best Non-Man-
ufacturer Stand’ in 2015. 
The area is home to all the leading TT 
riders, with fan meet-and-greets and 
signing sessions taking place every day. 
Visitors also have the chance to watch 

an on-board lap of the TT Mountain 
Course on a big screen. 

Indian Motorcycle 
Project Scout, Hall 3a 
Indian Motorcycle UK will be showcas-
ing the results of ‘Project Scout’ on its 
stand for the duration of the show. Its 
dealers have been competing over the 
past 90 days, using their passion and 
know-how to create an Indian Scout 
custom to be displayed at the show. Now 
it’s your chance to get involved and vote 
for your favourite – the winner will be 
announced on Sunday, November 27. 

Harley-David-
son Jumpstart, 
Hall 3a
The popular Harley-
Davidson Jumpstart returns, giving 
non-riders, or even bikers who’ve never 
experienced a Harley, the chance to get 
to grips with one of the machines on 
a rolling road including acceleration, 
clutch control and gear changes.

SEE IT on the Suzuki stand, 

RIDE IT in the Test Ride Zone 

and now… WIN IT! Suzuki GB and 

Motorcycle Live are very pleased 

to be able to offer one lucky 

winner the chance to own this 

fabulous bike. 

The SV650 has become an 

icon of modern motorcycling, 

with the 645cc V-twin engine 

highly regarded as one of the 

best engines in recent years. 

First launched in 1999, the SV 

is as happy on the commute 

as it is attacking your favourite 

B-road, and is even filling racing 

grids up and down the country 

and racing on the Isle of Man. 

The new SV650 is lighter and 

more powerful than previous 

generations, and can be yours by 

entering the competition at one 

of the entry points throughout 

the show. 

Win a Suzuki SV650

SV650: one of the most 

versatile bikes ever

HALL
4

HALL 
2

HALL
3A

HALL
3

HALL
3/3A

HALL 
3A



14

STAND 
GUIDE

Opening Times
Sat/Sun – 09.00 to 18.00

Mon to Fri – 10.00 to 17.00

The show will be run over nine 

consecutive days, with live 

features running every day.

Ticket information
Advance ticket sales close at 

midnight on November 18. To 

book, call 0844 581 2345 or 

see www.motorcyclelive.co.uk.

In advance:
O Adults £19.50

O Child (11-16) £1.00

O Senior (65+) £12.00

O Under-10s go free with a 

paying adult – no ticket needed

O Includes entry to FMX Live 

On the door:
O Adults £25.00

O Child (11-16) £1.00

O Senior (65+) £15.00

O Under-10s go free with a 

paying adult – no ticket needed

O Includes entry to FMX Live

O Bike parking is free, subject 

to availability. Car parking: £12

Show information

2016 MOTORCYCLE LIVE

November 19  

to November 27

MCN 4C21, Hall 4
Come and meet the team, 

grab a goodie bag, and all the 

latest, best-informed, bike 

news from the world’s largest 

motorcycling publication.
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HIGHLIGHTS

O�New small-capacity Versys 
O�296cc parallel twin 
O�Adventure styling

HIGHLIGHTS

O�Öhlins Electronic Racing 
Suspension (ERS)
O�Full colour TFT display
O�Quick Shift System (QSS)

HIGHLIGHTS

O�Keyless ignition
O�Multifunction LCD dash
O�MotoGP replica colours

24. KAWASAKI 
VERSYS-X 300

22. YAMAHA MT-10SP

23. SUZUKI GSX-R125

THE FACTS O�38bhp (est) O�170kg 

(est) O�Seat height 800mm (est)

THE FACTS O�158bhp O�210kg O�Seat height 825mm

THE FACTS O�<15bhp O�TBCkg O�Seat height 785mm

Yamaha have upped the ante for the 
MT-10 with this attractive marriage of 
MT-10 and YZF-R1M, to create an SP 
version of their superb hypernaked. 
Featuring Öhlins Electronic Racing 
Suspension (ERS), Thin Film Transistor 
(TFT) instrumentation and a paintjob 

Suzuki say their 125 has the best 
power-to-weight ratio, torque-to-
weight ratio, acceleration, handling and 
fuel economy in the 125 class.

This new mini adventure bike looks 
rather good. Using the 296cc parallel 
twin from the Ninja / Z300, it ought to 
be perfect for negotiating filthy back 
lanes or potholed high streets.

Urban and rural commuters should 
be lured in by the decent power, long-
legged comfort, frugal economy and 
Kawasaki dealer back-up. 

ABS is standard, brake calipers are 
decent Nissin items, the seat looks 
plush, and the stubby-but-high screen 
should offer some respite from the 
elements. There’s even a wodge of 
accessories, including panniers.

R1M suspension and 

dash creates a more   

sophisticated hooligan

Keyless ignition 

is a smart touch 

for techie teens

unique to the SP, this has to be a strong 
contender for the naked lunatic of the 
year award in 2017.

The SP’s semi-active suspension 
is controlled by a Suspension Control 
Unit (SCU), which calculates optimal 
compression and rebound damping 
settings for the riding environment 
and conditions, and applies them in a 
continual wave of micro-adjustments. 

The SP only comes in one colour 
option, Silver Blue Carbon, another nod 
to the YZF-R1M. It will arrive in dealers 
in February 2017.

The sporty bodywork looks every 
inch a smaller GSX-R, its face uses an 
LED headlamp, and the whole bike is 
small and low-seated enough to appeal 
to a wide range of humans. It also gets 
a multi-function LCD dash, and teen-
pleasing keyless ignition. That’s pretty 
trick for a 125. There’ll be a bit of a 
wait for the ride though, as it won’t be 
available until mid-Summer 2017.

Sponsored by: MEET NICK on STAND 4B25 at

For further information visit www.nicksanders.com

NICK SANDERS IS BACK WITH...

...BUY ONE, GET ONE FREE
ONLINE ONLY (SPECIAL MCN OFFER AND VALID UNTIL THE START OF MOTORCYCLE LIVE) (GIVE ONE TO A FRIEND FOR XMAS) + SHIPPING

NICK’S NEW FILM
“ Extraordinary Life 
of an Ordinary Man”

Duration: 97 mins 
+ FREE 32 page booklet

ORDER NOW 

£12.95

RENT ONLINE

£3.49

WATCH THE TRAILER

COMPLETE THE SET
Buy Nick’s Autobiographies VOL 1 & 2

20% DISCOUNT
NOW ONLY £9.99 EACH

(WAS £11.99)

HALL 3A   
STAND

3F20, 
3E20

HALL 4   
STAND

4B20, 
4A35

HALL 2   
STAND

2B15



0800 144 4627
We share your biking passion, call now for our best cover

carolenash.com

UK opening hours: Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm, Sat 9am - 5pm, Sun 10am - 4pm. 
As with all insurances, terms and conditions apply. ^For terms and conditions apply, visit carolenash.com/xmas-giveaway. *† Based on an average customer saving of £249.25. Saving compared to buying two separate Carole Nash policies via the call centre. 
Average customer = 52 year old male with 8 years NCB, riding a Honda CBR 900RR Fireblade, BMW R1200 GS. As of April 2016. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, firm reference no. 307243. 
Carole Nash is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 2600841.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION
ABOUT OUR BENEFITS

PLEASE SCAN
WITH YOUR SMARTPHONE

or visit carolenash.com/reasons-to-choose 

Six Wheel Multi-Bike Off Road Custom Future Classic Classic Vintage

Based on reviews from July 2015 – December 2015

of customers would 
recommend Carole Nash96

2015

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2014

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2016

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

MOTORCYCLE INSURANCE

SAVE UP TO
£249 ON A
MULTI-BIKE POLICY*†

WHAT EVERY BIKER WANTS IN THEIR CHRISTMAS
STOCKING THIS YEAR, WORTH OVER £1,000

GET A QUOTE TO BE IN WITH A CHANCE TO WIN^

Ò ITÕS THE MOST 
WONDERFUL PRIZE 
OF THE YEARÓ

Chloe Insurance Specialist
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26. SUZUKI GSX250R
THE FACTSO�25bhp O�181kg O�Seat height 790mm

THE FACTSO�160bhp O�238kg O�Seat height 860/875mm

The 1290 Super Adventure S is a direct 

replacement for the 1190 Adventure, 

and comes with everything you need 

to cover big miles on tarmac (and light 

trails) in effortless comfort. It gets 

19in front and 17in rear cast wheels 

in place of the larger laced items 

on the R version, and shorter-travel 

suspension to suit its road focus. The 

suspension comprises semi-active WP 

units front and rear, allowing riders to 

select the best option for their load and 

conditions. There’s a choice of Comfort, 

Street, Sport and Off-road selected via 

the control menu – even on the go. The 

seat offers two heights: 860 or 875mm.

The S also gets a mass of electronic 

assistance . It comes with Motorcycle 

Stability Control (MSC), made up of 

lean-sensitive combined ABS and 

Motorcycle Traction Control (MTC). 

In addition, there’s also cruise control 

and a Tyre Pressure Monitoring System 

(TPMS), plus an optional two-way 

quickshifter. This could be one of the 

most versatile and accomplished 

continent-crushers ever built. 

The new GSX250R delivers styling 

and proportions that feel instantly 

‘right’. But while the styling, paintjob 

and even the name are all decidedly 

GSX-R focused, the GSX is actually 

intended as a well-styled everyday 

commuter bike, rather than a pocket-

rocket. As such, it will probably endear 

itself to town-dwellers who might want 

the looks, but not the wrist, neck or 

backache of riding in a crouch. 

It’s powered by a new four-stroke, 

water-cooled, sohc parallel twin, with 

undersquare dimensions that suggest 

it has its sights set more on delivering 

easy midrange than being a high-rpm 

banshee. Power is an A2-compliant 

25bhp, but made at an accessible 

8000rpm, while maximum torque 

comes at as easily reached 6500rpm. 

Suzuki say it’s been tuned to perform 

at real-world speeds, while sipping fuel 

gently enough to give a 298-mile range.

It also gets Bosch ABS, petal discs, a 

classy all-LCD white-on-black dash, an 

LED taillight and front running lights, 

stylish 10-spoke wheels and KYB 

suspension. A great looking bike for 

lovers of the quarter-litre class.

25. KTM 1290 SUPER ADVENTURE S

More comfort, 

power and class 

than the 1190

HIGHLIGHTS

O�19in front / 17in rear cast rims

O�Semi-active WP suspension

O�Waterproof phone compartment

HIGHLIGHTS

O�GSX-R styling

O�248cc parallel-twin

O�LCD dash

27. BMW 
R1200GS

29. INDIAN 
SPRINGFIELD

28. HARLEY-DAVIDSON 
ROAD KING

THE FACTSO�125bhp O�224kg 

O�Seat height 850/870mm

THE FACTSO�102ftlb O�372kg O�

Seat height 660mm

THE FACTSO�111ftlb O�379kg O�Seat height 705mm

The 2016 updated R1200GS got 

drivetrain revisions with an anti-judder 

damper on the transmission output 

The FL family of tourers, including 

everything from the Street Glide and 

Road King to the full-dress Ultra Glide, 

all get a new 107 Milwaukee-Eight 

engine for 2017 – and it’s rather good. 

To boost performance and efficiency, 

the new Milwaukee-Eight is not just 

larger-capacity (1745cc from 1690cc) 

but now has four-valve heads, each 

with twin spark plugs. These hotter-

running heads need a more efficient 

cooling system, so a subtle oil cooler 

is used on the naked baggers (such as 

the Road King here), while the faired 

Named after the birthplace of Indian 

motorcycles in 1901, the Springfield 

is a blend of two of Indian’s existing 

big twins – the Chief Vintage with 

its Harley Road King-style Plexiglas 

screen and the Chieftain with its twin 

hard panniers. It might just be the 

American upstart’s best big bike yet.

Quality-wise the Springfield’s a 

gorgeous piece of kit. It’s awash with 

stylish touches like those flared 

mudguards, or the illuminated Indian 

‘headdress’ mascot on the front guard.

The air-cooled, 1811cc V-twin is 

a peach, with massive torque at just 

2600rpm. If it must be American, this 

is an excellent alternative to a Harley. 

HIGHLIGHTS

O�New Rallye version arrives

O�Drive train modifications 

O�Optional next-gen Dynamic ESA

HIGHLIGHTS

O�Superb all-day comfort  

O�1811cc V-twin  

O�Chromed to excess

HIGHLIGHTS

O�New 107 Milwaukee-Eight engine  

O�1745cc 45° V-twin

O�Improved gearbox

drive, and modifications to the selector 

drum and transmission shafts and 

Euro4 compliance. Now for 2017 

we get new versions, including this 

aggressive, classy-looking Rallye. 

The Rallye comes on cross-spoke 

laced rims for improved off-road 

capability and versatility, and while 

they still come on road tyres, you 

can specify it to wear knobblies. It 

gets a raft of other little touches too, 

including a blue powder-coated frame, 

a Rallye seat, sports screen, radiator 

and frame guard, wide enduro footrests 

and cross-spoke wheels. Suspension 

upgrades (including longer, stiffer 

springs) are also available for it if you 

want to really go tonto off-road. The 

perfect GS / GS Adventure crossover.

full-dressers, such as the Glide, get 

liquid-cooled heads. The result is more 

torque, power and fuel economy. 

The engine and gearbox are also 

smoother, too, without losing that 

Harley character. The Road King is a 

rolling icon, and it just got even better.

Milwaukee-

Eight engine 

is smoother 

and cleaner
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THE FACTSO�75bhp O�207kg 

O�Seat height 860mm

The new Desert Sled has the 

Scrambler’s 803cc air-cooled two-

valve-head motor and steel trellis 

frame, but capped off with a steel tank 

and a style all of its own.  

Its gold laced wheels roll on Pirelli 

Scorpion Rally STR rubber for a 

rugged, desert racer style. It has bear-

claw footpegs with removable rubber 

inserts for road manners, wide braced 

bars and a fat fully-adjustable 46mm 

KYB fork. The chance of many of these 

reaching a desert seems slim, but who 

cares when it looks this good? 

30. DUCATI 
SCRAMBLER 
DESERT SLED

Inspired by bikes modified 

for Californian deserts, 

this is the most off-road 

ready Scrambler

34. APRILIA 
DORSODURO 
900

35. BROUGH 
SUPERIOR 
SS100

33. TRIUMPH T100 BONNEVILLE

31. HONDA 
X-ADV

32. KAWASAKI ZX-10RR

THE FACTSO�94bhp O�192kg (est) 

O�Seat height 870mm

THE FACTSO�100bhp O�205kg 

O�Seat height 830mm

THE FACTSO�54bhp O�198kg (est) 

O�Seat height 750mm (est)

THE FACTSO�54bhp O�238kg O�

Seat height 820mm

THE FACTSO�197bhp O�205kg (tbc) 

O�Seat height 835mm (tbc)

The new Dorsoduro feels more 

relevant than ever. The boost in 

capacity to 900cc has added power too 

– now a claimed 94bhp at 8500rpm, 

with a healthy thumping 66ftlb of 

torque crashing in at 6500rpm. A 

comprehensive electronics package 

includes Sport, Touring and Rain 

throttle modes, three-level traction 

control and switchable ABS. There’s 

also a new 4.3in TFT dash, the same as 

the unit that’s used on Aprilia’s RSV4 

and Tuono 1100 V4.

The new T100 Bonneville offers retro 

fans a direct replacement for the old 

model. It uses the Street Twin’s 900cc 

engine, with styling inspired by the 

1959 Bonneville. Compare the new 

T100 with the outgoing model and 

you’re struck by how much cleaner 

and simpler the new bike is. From the 

sculpted 14.5-litre fuel tank to the 

detailed Bonneville engine plate and 

stylish twin clocks, this new T100 sets 

a new standard for quality in the class.

So wrong it’s almost right. Answering a 

question no-one asked often results in 

nuts creations, and the X-ADV is a real 

break from the norm. Its rugged body 

and elevated stance, says Honda, gives 

it an ‘off-road ready attitude’. 

Available only in this black Winter 

Edition paintjob, the RR is a limited-

edition homologation special – they’re 

only making 500 of them. And it’s as 

close to race ready as you can buy.

Stock wheels have been ditched 

for lighter seven-spoke Marchesinis, 

wearing Pirelli’s superb Supercorsa 

SP rubber. The engine has a modified 

cylinder head that’s ready to accept 

high-lift cams, DLC-coated tappets 

Brough are going from strength to 

strength, and this is your world-

exclusive first chance to see a finished 

production version of the SS100. At its 

heart is a 997cc water-cooled V-twin 

that’s unique to Brough. It’s a lovely, 

smooth, tractable yet sporty unit, and 

it looks the part, too. The firm has been 

going through an incredible process of 

development, but 2017 will see the first 

production run of 300 bikes. Also on 

display will be two further prototypes 

– so you can’t afford to miss the stand, 

even if you can’t afford to buy one. 

They’re rolling works of art.

HIGHLIGHTS

O�New 896cc 90° V-twin

O�USD fully adjustable 41mm fork

O�New three-split spoke wheels

HIGHLIGHTS

O�Legendary British marque

O�Production version arrives

O�997cc liquid-cooled V-twin 

HIGHLIGHTS

O�Traction control and ABS

O�59ftlb torque at 3200rpm

O�A2-licence restrictor kit

HIGHLIGHTS

O�Crossover 745cc scooter 

O�DCT transmission 

O�21-litre underseat storage 

HIGHLIGHTS

O�500-unit limited edition RR

O�Race-ready engine mods

O�Marchesini wheels 

Contrary to its retro looks, the new 

Bonnie boasts a ride-by-wire throttle, 

ABS, traction control, a Torque Assist 

Clutch for a lighter lever action, a 

Thatcham-approved immobiliser built 

into the key and a handy USB charging 

socket hidden away under the seat. 

And it rides beautifully, too.

Under that 820mm-high seat is 21 

litres of storage capacity, and with the 

bars set at 910mm it’s going to feel like 

a strange mix of enduro and scooter. 

Keyless ignition, spoked rims, dual-

purpose tyres and ABS all complement 

Honda’s Dual Clutch Transmission 

(DCT) that’s standard equipment. 

and reinforced crankcases. There’s 

also a six-axis IMU that ties traction 

control, engine braking control, launch 

control, intelligent anti-lock brakes 

and Kawasaki’s KCMF cornering 

management system together. In short, 

it’s the ultimate Kawasaki superbike. 

HIGHLIGHTS

O�New retro Scrambler model

O�803cc air-cooled L-twin

O�19in front / 17in rear wheel

Traditional 

lines hide 

modern 

touches

APRILIAAPRILIA
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Visit Motorcyle Live at the NEC and discover 

the new 2017 Yamaha line-up for yourself...

XSR900 Abarth

SCR950

MT-10 SP

Tricity 125



37. MOTO GUZZI V7 III
THE FACTSO�51bhp O�209kg O�Seat height 770mm

THE FACTS O�88.5bhp O�252kg O�Seat height 795mm

This tasty new RS version of the 
refreshed CB1100 is jumping all 
over the café racer resurgence, 
with its uprated 43mm Showa 
Dual Bending Valve two-piece 
front fork and remote reservoir 
rear shocks, 17-inch cast 
aluminium wheels and dual 
radial Tokico calipers. The 
massive engine now breathes 
through revised inlet and exhaust 

systems and gets a slip/assist 
clutch, too. 

The RS’s chassis uses 

sharper geometry than its more 
traditional EX sibling, with firmer 
Showa suspension, and a lower, 
more compact riding position. It 
also benefits from a set of beefy 
radial Tokico calipers gripping 
310mm floating discs, and ABS is 
standard – so the RS should have 
no problems hauling its mass to a 
stop. It’s not the ‘R’ we’d all love 
to see, but it’s getting closer.

The V7 is updated for 2017, and our 

pick of the bunch is the Special, which 

is so reminiscent of the original V7. The 

transverse V-twin is now belting out a 

tame but useable 51bhp, while torque 

is up to 44.25ftlb. The frame has had 

some welcome tweaks, too, with more 

rigidity up around the headstock and 

revised geometry to sharpen the lazy 

steering. ABS is standard (as it was 

already), but the traction control now 

has two modes to suit different road 

conditions. You really have to ride one 

of these little gems to understand its 

appeal – but be warned that a test ride 

will most probably lead to a sale.

THE FACTSO 88.5bhpO 252kgO Seat height 795mm

36. HONDA CB1100RS

Beefy new 

café racer 

from the big H

HIGHLIGHTS

O New RS ‘Road Styling’ version

O 43mm Showa Dual Bending 

Valve fork

O Slipper clutch

HIGHLIGHTS

O�744cc Transverse V-twin

O�10% power increase

O�New chassis design

38. ENERGICA EGO 40. VICTORY 
OCTANE

39. APRILIA SHIVER 900

THE FACTS O�136bhp O�258kg O�Seat height 810mm

THE FACTSO�103bhp O�242kg
O�Seat height 658mm

THE FACTSO�93.9bhp O�192kg (est) O�Seat height 810mm

Are electric bikes the future of 
motorcycling? Well, there’s no doubt 
they’re going to play an increasing 
part – and if they look as good, or go 
as well as the Ego, then we’re up for 
a slice of those electrons. 

It’s not what you’d call light, at 
258kg, but it carries its weight 
well. The ride quality is plush 
and controlled, the Pirelli Diablo 

The Shiver – just like the Dorsoduro at 

number 34 – gets a barrage of updates 

for 2017, and looks more attractive 

than ever. Enjoying the same capacity 

hike from 749cc to 896cc, and with the 

best part of 94bhp at the end of the 

electronic throttle, the Shiver should 

be a pokey and engaging roadster. 

It gets a ride-by-wire throttle with 

three throttle maps, plus three-level 

traction control and ABS as standard. 

It also features the same 4.3in TFT 

screen as its Dorsoduro stablemate, 

plus a new 41mm Kayaba fork, which 

This is a whole lot of bike for just 

£9799, and represents a new dawn 

for Victory as they push ever harder 

towards their goal of being revered 

as the home of US performance 

motorcycles. That doesn’t really mean 

sportsbikes, but it does mean cruisers 

with attitude. Sleek, low, blacked 

out and utterly contemporary, you’re 

unlikely to feel disappointed when 

you open the garage door and throw a 

leg over this. It’s not got the stomping 

lunacy of the Hammer S, but it’s 

massively accessible, lighter and more 

nimble. If an American roadster is on 

your list, don’t miss 

this one. 

HIGHLIGHTS

O�Electric superbike 

O�Oil-cooled 3-phase motor

O�Fully-adjustable suspension HIGHLIGHTS

O�First of new-style Victory family 

O�No chrome anywhere 

O�1179cc V-twin

HIGHLIGHTS

O�New 896cc 90-degree V-twin engine

O�Ride-by-wire with rider modes

O�Traction control and ABS as standard

Rosso Corsa tyres 
ooze grip and it takes 
little effort to turn and 
flick through flip-flops. 
You notice the weight more at low 
speed and when you’re paddling it 
around, but Energica have given it a 
reverse gear to help you out. The oil-
cooled three-phase AC permanent 
magnet motor has twice the torque 
of a superbike from zero revs to 
4700rpm and makes around the 
same power as a GSX-R750 all the 
way from 4900rpm to 10,500rpm. 
Dull it is not. Take a look into the 
future, and eye up the naked version 
while you’re there.

is fully adjustable. The three-spoke 

wheels that replace the old 750 

model’s are a whopping 2.1kg lighter. 

The Shiver will also be more accessible 

now, with an optional restrictor kit 

available allowing the bike to be ridden 

by those who hold A2 licences.

New 896cc V-twin 

for the Shiver and it 

can be restricted too

Test ride one 

and you’ll fall 

instantly in love
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The results are in and thousands 

of entries have been whittled down 

to three finalists – with the winner 

getting a cheque for £1000 and 

second and third getting £600 and 

£400 plus fantastic prizes from 

competition partner TomTom.

The top three, from which the 

winner will be picked, are Alex 

Rainnie’s vintage Norton (top left), 

Matt Gardiner’s shot of Scott Redding 

(top right) and Robbie Thomson’s 

atmospheric picture of a bike parked 

up at the Kelpies in Scotland (right). 

The other pictures shown here 

form the remainder of the top 10 

entries and as you can see, the 

standard has been stratospheric. 

The winner will be announced on 

the Carole Nash stand at Motorcycle 

Live on Saturday, November 19 at 

around midday. 

The competition is held in 

association with Carole Nash 

Insurance Consultants. See the 

winners and the top 100 on show on 

the Carole Nash stand (2C15). 

Q First Prize

TOMTOM RIDER 410 PREMIUM + 

BANDIT PREMIUM WORTH £800

TomTom Rider Great Rides 

Edition – the new TomTom Rider 

410 comes with 100 of Europe’s 

most thrilling routes pre-installed, 

and world maps, too. The TomTom 

Bandit Action Cam allows you to 

capture your ride in 4K Ultra HD. 

Q Second Prize

TOMTOM RIDER 410 EU 

WORTH £319.99

TomTom Rider Great Rides Edition. 

The new TomTom Rider 410 comes 

with 100 of Europe’s best routes 

pre-installed. 

Q Third Prize

TOMTOM RIDER 40 

WORTH £279.99

Allows you to create your own 

perfect adventure thanks to 

different thrilling ride options.

The prizes

Matt Gardiner 

caught Redding at 

Silverstone

Robbie Thomson 

at the Kelpies

Alex Rainnie 
spotted a 

vintage Norton

Open face from Sarah Robinson

Drama at Oliver’s by Mark Huckerby Nick Gorringe’s bike at a temple

Ian Hay takes on the Saudi dunes

Graham Taylor is a custom bike fan

Jonny Wild at the Trough of Bowland

Trials at dusk by Nick Woodrow

BEST PICTURES 
OF THE YEAR 

You can 
chat to the 

Carole Nash team 
at Motorcycle Live, 
November 19-27, at 
the NEC. Just visit 

stand 2C15 

WINNERS REVEALED 19.11.16
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TEAM CLASSIC SUZU
FOR MOTORCYCLE LIVE

STAND E20 HALL 3

By Michael Neeves

SENIOR ROAD TESTER

Katana race project to be built from scratch at the NEC show!

The finished bike will be racing at 

Donington Park on May 6-7

Quick-release battery
The Katana runs a total loss 

ignition system so the battery 
will need to be changed half 

way through the four-hour race 
during its scheduled pitstop.

Wheels and tyres
Dymag CH3 wheels shod with 
Conti RoadAttack Classic Race 
rubber. 100/90 x 18 front, 150/65 

x 18 rear.

Chassis
TIG-welded tubular chrom-moly frame with revised 

steering geometry, wheelbase and swingarm pivot. Alloy box-
section swingarm with chain adjusters taken from Michael 

Dunlop’s Classic TT-winning XR69.
Nathan says: “The swingarm is capable of running a 200-profile 
slick, which gives us options for the future. But we have to run a 
150-profile for the race within the 16-valve rules. Run an 8-valve 

engine and we could go with bigger wheels and brakes. We think 
this route is better for reliability.”

T
eam Classic Suzuki will be rac-
ing at the 4-Hour Endurance 
Legends event at Donington 
Park on May 6-7 next year on a 

Katana F1 Superbike that will be built 
from the ground up at next week’s 
Motorcycle Live.

Backed by Suzuki’s Vintage Parts 
program, this will be the third year in 
a row that one of their bikes has been 
assembled and fired up in front of a live 
crowd. Two years ago they created a 
TL1000S entirely from new stock parts 
and last year they restored a slab-sided 
1985 GSX-R750F. 

The build will be handled by Team 
Classic Suzuki’s Nathan Colombi, the 
man behind Michael Dunlop’s Classic 
TT race-winning Team Classic Suzuki 
XR69 this summer. 

Plans for the first shakedown tests 
in December/January are underway 
and Suzuki will announce the three-
rider team at Carole Nash MCN London 
Motorcycle Show on February 17-19. 

“This project all came about through 
the Suzuki Vintage Parts program. 

We’re the main sponsor of the Endur-
ance Legends event and we thought 
‘let’s put a team in’,” says Tim Davies, 
Suzuki Vintage Parts manager. “We 
decided to run the Katana. It fits within 
what we do and there are still masses 
of parts available for it as production 
continued in Japan until 1996.

“To come up with a concept like this 
and get it approved by Suzuki UK was 
a challenge because it’s not cheap. But 
last year we sold over £1.5m of parts and 
that success has enabled us to do things 
like this, sponsor the team and attend 
all the events and shows this year. 

“We’re building a race bike to go 
racing in the name of Suzuki GB, just 
like Suzuki used to do under the Heron 
banner. We’re going back to our roots 
with this project.  

“Even though it’s a proper hand-built 
race bike it’s still got a lot of genuine 
Suzuki parts in it: a new crank, bear-
ings, all the gaskets, seals and nuts 
and bolts, which we source from the 
parts bin.”

‘We’re building a 
race bike just like 

Suzuki did under the 
Heron banner’
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Formula 2 (247cc to 749cc). 

See www.endurancelegends.co.uk 

for more details and information on 

how to enter the parades, trackday 

sessions and races. 

UKI RETURNS 

Endurance Legends 
Donington, May 6-7, 2017
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41mm Bandit 600 fork is fitted with a K-Tech cartridge kit for racing duties

1982 GSX1100 motor has been stripped, 

rebuilt and bored out to 1170cc 

Aluminium tank is hand-fabricated and 

equipped with Endurance quick-filler

Neeves tries the bike 

for size while Nathan 

Colombi fills him in

Tank and bodywork
22-litre hand-fabricated alloy 

tank with quick-filler. High Fibre 

bodywork.

Suspension and brakes
Billet aluminum fork lowers with cut-

down 41mm Bandit 600 upper tubes 

fitted with K-Tech cartridge kit. Twin 

K-Tech Razor shocks. Cast Brembo twin-

piston front calipers. 

Sexy bits
Footrests, yokes, chain adjusters, 

footrests and detail parts milled from 

billet aluminium and a titanium Pro Bolt 

kit used for lightness. Unlike most race 

bikes, the Katana will be built to show 

quality. Nathan says: “We’re hoping to 

get down to around 180kg. The chassis 

is light but there’s nothing you can do 

about that really heavy engine.”

Engine
Stripped and rebuilt 1982 GSX1100 

motor, bored-out to 1170cc and fitted 

with higher-lift cams, 35mm flatslide 

carbs, titanium Racefit exhaust and 

programmable RTD ignition. Quick 

fill-oil filler. 

Nathan says: “We’re aiming for 

around 145bhp at the rear wheel 

which should give us a nice spread of 

power and reliability. There’s no point 

in going for silly horsepower because 

it’s not going to last for four hours.”

Donington Park will play host to 

Endurance Legends on May 6-7. 

It’s a weekend-long celebration of 

70s and 80s endurance racing and 

will feature classic bike displays, 

parades, trackday sessions for 

superbikes, middleweights, 250s, 

400s and novices. 

The program includes sprint racing 

and the main event: the 4-Hour 

Classic Race Endurance Race for 

1986 and older machines. Classes 

include F1 Classic (750cc-1300cc), 

F1 Superbike (750cc-1300cc) and 

Le Mans-style start is always frantic

Team Classic Suzuki 

are in charge of this 

Katana taking shape  in 

front of showgoers



EXCLUSIVE MCN OFFERS FOR
THE 2016 MOTORCYCLE LIVE SHOW

Advertisement Feature

New Zealand is one 
of the greatest 
motorcycling 
destinations in 
the world!
Don’t just take our word for it….. talk to one of 
our show volunteers, every single one of them is 
a client who has ridden with us in New Zealand!

Come see us at Motorcycle Live in Hall 2 
– we are the Kiwi Experts.

CALL US O1799 584828  |  WWW.HIDEOUT-LEATHER.CO.UK 

HALL 2
VISIT US IN

STAND D05

WIN ’TOP TO TOE’ 

FRIENDS ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

HELMET, HIDEOUT LEATHER SUIT, GLOVES AND BOOTS

THE WINNER WILL BE DRAWN AND CONTACTED ON 31ST JAN

OUTFIT WORTH £3000

TO WIN LIKE, SHARE AND TAG THREE

WIN A BRAND NEW TRIUMPH 
STREET CUP WITH MCN

VISIT US ON STAND 4C21 TO 
ENTER THIS FREE COMPETITION


