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Jeff Johnston In case you didn’t notice, the American-made Red Label over-under 
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affordable than ever. And it’s still made in the United States.

The Race To Freedom .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 52
NRA Staff NRA members take a spin at the 143rd NRA Annual Meetings & Exhibits in 

Indianapolis. It was a celebration of � rearm freedom and American values 
like no other. 

AR 101: Hitting Your Target . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 60
Kyle E. Lamb Now that you have your AR and know how to maintain and handle it safely, 

it’s time to � nd out how to hit your target. First, let’s get on paper, then we’ll 
work on a drill designed to help you become pro� cient with your ri� e. 

Exploded Views: Tokarev Pistol . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 66
Mark A. Keefe, IV The Tokarev Tulski pistol, or TT, re� ects the military culture for which it was 

created: simple, robust, reliable and, at times, crude. Here’s how to take it 
apart and put it back together. 
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THE COVER: By throwing one � rebomb after another at you and your 
Second Amendment rights, the gun-ban lobby seeks to 
in� ame public opinion, fan the � ames of anger and fear, 
and terrify voters into electing anti-gun politicians at every 
level. The only thing that can stop them is you—your NRA 
membership, your contributions and your vote on Election 
Day. To � nd out what you can do, turn to p. 44.



Left side
of the barrel
features John
Wayne’s signature,
and inset into the
stock is a 24-karat
gold-plated medallion
with John Wayne’s
portrait. The handsome
walnut stocks are checkered
and finished to a high gloss, 
and the hammer and trigger 
are polished and decorated in 
24-karat gold.
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America Remembers Presents

The JohnWayne Tribute Rifle

The right side of the receiver features a scene familiar to every fan of 
Western classics. In it, John Wayne leads the U.S. Cavalry through the buttes
and dry gullies of desolate Monument Valley. Above the scene flies a banner
that reads “John Wayne.”  

Left side of the receiver features John Wayne as a wagon train scout, leading settlers and a cavalry
escort through Apache territory. This scene was taken from the painting, “Under Attack,” by famed
Western artist Frank McCarthy. And if you look closely, you will see a rifle in John Wayne’s right hand!
Handsome scrollwork in the tradition of the finest firearms frames the artwork, with all artwork being
featured in stunning 24-karat gold.

Caliber: .45 LC • Barrel Length: 19”

■ Check enclosed for $ .

■ Charge payment of $ to:  
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John Wayne stood larger than life on the silver screen, and just as tall in real
life. During his long career, he appeared in more than 150 films, and audiences

around the world recognized him as the one man who best represented the
patriotic spirit of America.

More than 30 years after his death, John Wayne 
still ranks among the top 10 most popular movie stars in the

annual Harris Poll, and his movies continue to be viewed by
millions of Americans, ensuring his status as a legendary

American icon.
Many people remember him best from his

Westerns. He was the lawman who tamed the wild
towns, the gunfighter who stood up for the poor

and powerless, the iron-willed westerner who
wouldn’t back down.

Now, America Remembers, 
with authorization from John Wayne

Enterprises, LLC proudly announces
the John Wayne Tribute

Rifle, a handsomely decorated firearm issued in remembrance and tribute to this
distinguished American and legendary Western film star. 

To honor America’s favorite Western movie star, we selected the classic Model
‘73 rifle, arguably America’s most famous Western rifle. Often called “the rifle

that won the West,” the Model ‘73 has been admired for decades as an
engineering landmark, representing light-weight utility and long-ranged

power.  The rugged lever action proved simple to operate and offered
quick and plentiful firepower.  Since its days of action on the Western

frontier, the Model ‘73 has become a classic – widely desired and
highly collectible. Each John Wayne Tribute Rifle is a handsome

working recreation of the immortal Winchester Model 1873
rifle produced for us by the master craftsmen of A. Uberti,

the world’s premier maker of historical firearms recreations.
Every metal surface of the John Wayne Tribute

Rifle is finished in a mirror-polished, lustrous
deep blue by craftsmen commissioned for

this project by America Remembers. The
receiver features artwork in 24-karat gold and
scrollwork in the tradition of the finest
presentation firearms.

Only 3500 John Wayne Tribute Rifles
have been authorized for this edition and

demand is expected to be very strong.
Reservations will be accepted in the order

they are received. We will arrange delivery
of your working Tribute through a

licensed dealer of your choice. If for
any reason you are less than

satisfied, you may return the
Tribute in original unfired

condition within 30
days for a complete

and courteous
refund.  Act today

to secure your
own Tribute

before the
edition

closes.

UNDER ATTACK 
©Frank McCarthy, ©The Greenwich Workshop, Inc.

*All orders are subject to acceptance and credit verification prior to shipment. Shipping 
and handling will be added to each order. Virginia residents please add sales tax.

                                                             ,DUKE and THE DUKE are the exclusive trademarks of, and the John Wayne name, image, likeness and 
voice, and all other related indicia are the intellectual property of, John Wayne Enterprises, LLC. © 2013 John Wayne Enterprises, LLC.
All Rights Reserved. www.johnwayne.com
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Gun Of The Week
Every week, a Ri� eman editor gives you a video overview of 
a new gun—ranging from the affordable Stag Arms 3T-M to 
the brand-new Ruger SR-762—before heading to the range to 
wring it out.  

The Keefe Report 
American Ri� eman Editor In Chief Mark Keefe checks in on 
happenings with the magazine, the television show, industry 
trends, and other � rearm and shooting sports topics.

Clapp On Handguns
Field Editor Wiley Clapp shares more than a half-century of 
experience and knowledge in the technical and historical 
aspects of handgunning. 

Fear & Loading
After a decade of hard work and practical jokes at NRA 
Publications, Guy Sagi sought asylum in the backwoods of 
North Carolina. Enter at your own risk. 

blogs

mobile AmericanRi� eman.org Mobile
Designed to be accessible and easy to use, our mobile site is 
now available on Apple or Droid operating systems as well as 
BlackBerry. Check us out!

insider American Ri� eman Insider
With our e-newsletter you’ll be the � rst to know when there’s 
something new at AmericanRi� eman.org. No need to search—
we deliver exclusive videos, articles and must-have products 
straight to your inbox. So log on, sign up and start clicking.

Choosing The Right Self-Defense Load
Choosing the right personal-protection ammunition can liter-
ally mean the difference between life and death—yours. Go to 
AmericanRi� eman.org/ChoosingAmmo to help you make an 
informed decision about what load best suits your demands.

stories

featured New From Heckler & Koch
Mark Keefe was the � rst gun editor to get range time with 
Heckler & Koch’s long-awaited, very affordable (well, 
for H&K) VP9 striker-� red pistol. See this gun in action at 
AmericanRi� eman.org/HKVP9.  

Inside The Vault With Daniel Defense
American Ri� eman Associate Editor Joe Kurtenbach recently 
visited the Daniel Defense plant in Black Creek, Ga., for an 
exclusive factory tour and more, including a peek inside the 
company’s vault. What was in it? Go inside Daniel Defense at 
AmericanRi� eman.org/DanielDefenseVault to � nd out.
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Whether shooting for a championship or at the buck of a lifetime, 

there is no excuse for missing. That’s why I shoot Weatherby.

Driven. Passionate. Relentless. Which describes you best?
Go to www.BeWeatherby.com and tell us for a chance 

to win a Weatherby rifle or shotgun.
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FREE INSTANT ENTRY AT:

Business
 Alliance

As the nation’s ultimate 
resource for responsibly 

armed Americans, the USCCA 
is proud to give away these 
two beautiful Kimber 1911’s.

No purchase necessary.

Your chances have doubled…

U.S. Concealed Carry Association

www.WinYourKimber.com

One of my regrets from the 
recent NRA Annual Meetings 
in Indianapolis is that my 

schedule did not allow much time 
to tour the aisles in the exhibit hall 
occupied by NRA’s af� liated gun-
collectors clubs. Between the 
American Ri� eman Special Presentations featuring Martin K.A. Morgan and 
Maj. John L. Plaster and a rigorous meeting schedule, I had little time to 
spend on the show � oor. If you were unable to attend or, like me, didn’t get 
to see everything you wanted, you can turn to p. 52 for our report as well as 
go to AmericanRi� eman.org/Blogs-NRA-Annual-Meetings-and-Exhibits. 
The staff posted more than 80 blogs during the course of the three-day event, 
with an almost equal number going up on AmericanHunter.org as well.

With this month marking the 100th anniversary 
of the outbreak of the Great War, there were two 
collector exhibits that were particularly relevant. 
One was an impressive joint display of the 
Dallas Arms Collectors and the The American 
Thompson Ass’n of World War I machine guns, 
and the other was from the Missouri Valley 
Arms Collectors on the Vickers machine 
gun, the “grand old lady of no man’s land.” 
The latter tied with the American Society of 
Arms Collectors for the prestigious NRA Gun 
Collectors Trophy this year.

The National Firearms Museum and the NRA 
National Sporting Arms Museum sometimes take 
artifacts on the road as part of the museum’s outreach efforts. 
The guns and artifacts are part of NRA’s collection or on loan speci� cally 
for display. The guns that comprise the collectors’ displays, though, are 
all from private collections. They are put into context by their owners 
as part of the educational mission of their NRA-af� liated gun collect-
ing organizations. The only time the public can see many of these guns 

is when they are on display at an 
NRA event, such as the NRA Annual 
Meetings. And there is one coming 
up shortly.

NRA’s 19th Annual National Gun 
Collectors Show will be hosted by 
the Dallas Arms Collectors Ass’n 
(dallasarms.com) at Market Hall, 
August 2-3, 2014, in Dallas, Texas. 
The show will have more than 2,000 
tables and room for dozens of dis-
play exhibitors. More than $12,000 
in prize money will be awarded to 

exhibitors in the display competition. It will be an excellent opportunity 
to view some of the � nest guns in the world. And when the show is over, 
they will go back into gun safes or gun rooms.

Sincerely,



It might take decades for your tag to be drawn. But some experiences 
are worth the wait. When you get that chance, make it count.
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 Studies indicate that � rearms are used more than 2 million times a year for personal protection, 
and that the presence of a � rearm, without a shot being � red, prevents crime in many instances. 
Shooting usually can be justi� ed only where crime constitutes an immediate, imminent threat 
to life, limb, or, in some cases, property. Anyone is free to quote or reproduce these accounts. 
Send clippings via e-mail to armedcitizen@nrahq.org, or by mail to “The Armed Citizen,” 11250 
Waples Mill Road, Fairfax, VA 22030-9400. For bonus features, visit “The Armed Citizen Blog” at 
www.americanri� eman.org. View this column online at www.nrapublications.org.

 If you have a firsthand “Armed Citizen” experience, 
call NRA-ILA PR/Communications at (703) 267-1193.

Jonathan Haith was sleeping at home 
around 9:45 p.m. when he heard 
a light knock on his back door. He 

ignored the knock at � rst, but a louder 
noise from his laundry room got his 
attention. The loud bang was the sound 
of an intruder kicking in the door. Haith 
quickly grabbed his AR-15 from under his 
bed and crouched down as he made his 
way down the hallway. When he peeked 
around the corner at the end of the hall-
way, he saw the intruder standing there 
with a gun. The intruder panicked upon 
spotting Haith and � red at him, prompting 
Haith to return � re. The intruder was struck 
in the stomach, causing him to � ee the 
home before collapsing nearby. It was last 
reported that his condition was unclear. 
Haith was uninjured during the incident. “I 
guess I did the right thing,” Haith said. “I just 
reacted the best way possible.” (WRAL.com, 
Henderson, NC, 5/12/14) 

A 28-year-old Marine veteran 
was eating lunch at a shopping 
center around 12:30 p.m. when 

he noticed suspicious behavior from 
two men outside of a video game store. 
He saw them slip bandanas over their 
faces before retrieving something from the 
trunk of their vehicle. They were then seen 
entering the store. Minutes later, one of 
them ran out carrying several video game 
systems. The other suspect remained inside 
the store and was demanding cash from 
customers. The veteran, licensed to carry 
a concealed handgun, asked a bystander 
to call 911 before crouching behind his 
pickup and drawing his � rearm. The two 
robbers spotted him there, which resulted 
in an exchange of gun� re. One suspect 

died of multiple gunshot wounds, while 
the second suspect � ed. No other injuries 
were reported. (Houston Chronicle, 
Houston, TX, 5/30/14)

Four siblings—ages 22, 18, 11 and 
8—were at home just before 6 a.m. 
when the eldest heard the sound of 

someone attempting to gain entry through 
a door. Soon thereafter, he spotted two 
people he did not know inside the home. 
He quickly retrieved a handgun from a safe 
and confronted the suspects. He and at 
least one intruder exchanged gun� re. The 
resident  was struck by multiple rounds, as 
were the two intruders. One suspect died 
at the scene. Two more suspects waited in 
a getaway car outside and drove the other 
wounded suspect to a nearby medical cen-
ter.  It was last reported that they are still at 
large. The injured resident was taken to a 
local hospital for treatment as well and was 
reportedly expected to recover. (The Fresno 
Bee, Orosi, CA, 5/27/14)

David Medawar, the son of the 
owner of Paul Medawar Fine 
Jewelry, knew the store was about 

to be robbed when he spotted four men 
acting suspiciously outside the store’s front 
door. He and several other employees 
hid in a back room. On a closed-circuit 

surveillance system, they watched the 
armed robbers break into the jewelry 
cases. When they saw one robber with 
a gun approach the door to the room 
where the employees hid, they shouted 
a warning, “We have a gun. We will shoot 
you. Leave!” Their warnings were ignored, 
however, and one of the four robbers 
began to enter the back room with his gun. 
Medawar � red, striking the robber in the 
torso. All four suspects � ed the scene. No 
employees were injured. “They came in 
and presented a threat. We eliminated that 
threat,” said Medawar of the incident. (The 
Grand Rapids Press, Plain� eld Township, MI, 
4/23/14)

A 47-year-old female was at home 
when she heard the doorbell 
ring around 7:20 a.m. A man 

then smashed a rear sliding door with a 
gardening tool and entered the home. The 
woman called 911 and hid in her bathroom 
with a � rearm. The intruder found her 
there and punched her several times in the 
face, prompting her to � re a single shot 
in self-defense. Soon thereafter, he was 
taken to a local hospital and treated for a 
non life-threatening gunshot wound. He 
will reportedly face charges upon release 
from the hospital. (The Arizona Republic, 
Phoenix, AZ, 5/6/14)

Grayson Herrera, 23, met several friends outside of a shopping mall where they 
planned to go to the 7:50 p.m. showing of a movie at the theater inside. They had just 
met up in the parking lot when the estranged husband of one of Herrera’s friends 

pulled up next to them in his vehicle. The husband exited the vehicle and allegedly pulled a 
handgun from his waistband. Targeting his estranged wife, he � red multiple rounds as she ran 
toward the theater for cover. Herrera and his other male friend, both licensed to carry a con-
cealed handgun, drew their guns. Herrera returned � re, killing the gunman. Herrera sustained 
injuries to his arm and chest, but was treated for his wounds. No one else was harmed during 
the shootout. (Southwest Times Record, Fort Smith, AR, 5/19/14)
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By Wayne LaPierre, Executive Vice President     
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Reclaiming America

For any American who is worried 
about this country, who feels our 
core values slipping away, who 

believes something has to be done 
to change the direction of our nation 
before all is lost—the NRA is your refuge. 
It is your place to stand and � ght with 
Americans just like you, for all that is 
good and right.

Everywhere you look, something has 
gone wrong. The core values we believe 
in, the things we care about most are 
under attack as never before. President 
Barack Obama, his axis in Congress 
and his media elite are gnawing at the 
country’s foundations intent on replac-
ing our hallowed national character with 

their tyrannical political culture. It’s as 
if the values we’ve always lived by and 
counted on no longer matter, no longer 
make a di� erence.

I’m talking about values like truth, 
honesty, kindness, virtue, generosity, 
humility, mutual respect, plain decency—
the bedrock values of our society.

What does it say about a political cul-
ture where madmen are famous 
and good guys forgotten? Where 
crimes go unpunished, leaving 
violent criminals to prey upon 
the innocent, and where tax 
collectors are turned into secret 
police for the government?

What does it say about a 
political culture in which the law 
has become a weapon wielded 
against ordinary citizens by those 
in power? How can good, decent 
Americans be expected to have 
faith in law and order if the law 
is selectively enforced? If the law 
is changed at the whims of the 
powerful? If the law is used for 
the advantage of the political 
elites and at the disadvantage of 
the rest of us? How can citizens 
respect laws in a nation in which 
those laws are so unequally and 
arbitrarily applied?

The list of lawless actions by 
this administration is virtually 
limitless:  Operation “Fast and 
Furious” supplying guns to the 
Mexican drug cartels; using 
the IRS to harass and destroy 
political opposition; ordering 

free-speech gag-rules; releasing a mas-
sive number of criminal illegal aliens to 
prey on innocent Americans; refusing to 
secure the nation’s borders.

But there is more: negotiating with 
terrorists and freeing the worst Islamist 
killers from detention; abandoning com-
mitments to our allies; using federal bank 

regulators to destroy lawful businesses 
like gun dealers; violating sunshine laws 
shutting down citizens’ lawful access to 
actions driving government decisions and 
mandates; massive surveillance of private 
communications between Americans, 
then blatantly lying to Congress about it.

Paramount among these massive 
abuses, the Obama administration has 
short-circuited and de� ed the consti-
tutional powers reserved to Congress 
through agenda-driven executive orders.  

Obama’s promise of the “most trans-
parent administration in history” has 
morphed into “the most lawless adminis-
tration in history.”

With the Obama wrecking crew 
holding the executive branch and the 
majority in the U.S. Senate, the character 
of our nation—all of our values—are at 
risk. These aren’t old values. They aren’t 
new values. They are core freedoms that 
have always de� ned us as a nation: our 
right to speak; our right to assemble; 
our right to privacy; and the freedom to 
work, practice our religion and raise our 
families the way we see � t.

You know what I mean. The freedom 
to live as good, honest, decent Ameri-
cans. The liberty to live and believe as 
we choose, as individuals sancti� ed in 
personal freedom.

Take the freedom that comes through 
the Second Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution—to live without fear and 
tyranny as responsible, good people 
who exercise our individual right to keep 
and bear arms to defend our families, our 
communities and our nation.

The political elites and media elites 
mock us, calling our belief in individual 
liberty “out of date.” They say we’re old-
fashioned and out-of-step in these inter-
national, global community times.

We aren’t out of date. We aren’t out of 
step. We are Americans.

Our nation’s founding fathers carefully 
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crafted a Bill of Rights—an articulation of 
personal liberties woven into the entire 
fabric of our free society. When any of 
those freedoms are threatened anywhere, 
they must be defended and protected 
everywhere.

So to preserve our values and protect 
our freedom, America needs the good 
guys to step up like never before. That’s 
us. We are the good guys who will not 
stand idly by as the dishonest political 

and media elites strip our values away.
The National Ri� e Association—all that 

we believe in and � ght for—has become 
a metaphor for the core American liberty 
we all want preserved. The NRA is where 
you resist, and stand and � ght to put 
America back on track to restore and 
preserve our individual freedom.

We must stop President Barack 
Obama’s ongoing war on our freedom—
his threat to “fundamentally transform 
the United States of America.”  We can 
succeed by working to organize as never 
before to elect a U.S. House of Represen-
tatives and a U.S. Senate majority that 
will � ght for our freedom and trump the 
Obama agenda.

Standing together with family, 
friends, co-workers, colleagues and 
neighbors at the polls in November, we 
can and must reclaim the America our 
Founders and generations of patriots 
have fought to preserve.

I give you this solemn promise: If 
we join together—as good and decent 
strong-hearted Americans—we will help 
lead this nation to the dawn of an America 
renewed in truth, justice, opportunity, 
hope and individual liberty for all.

... to preserve our 
values and protect our 

freedom, America needs 
the good guys to step up 

like never before.
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The Constitution Meets Two Professors

This is a tale of two professors. One 
is among the most respected 
scholars of the U.S. Constitution 

and an unwavering defender of the 
rights and liberties that our nation’s 
Founders recognized and enshrined. 
He is Jonathan Turley, a professor of 
law at George Washington University. 
Among his high-pro� le positions was his 
iconoclastic recognition of the Second 
Amendment as protecting an individual 
right, taken in a very public break with 
many of his fellow liberals in legal aca-
demia. He is steadfast in defense of our 
system of checks and balances between 
the legislative, executive and judicial 
branches of government—the frame-
work that provides the remarkable stabil-
ity of our Republic.

The second is a self-anointed “profes-
sor” who was once a reportedly undis-
tinguished part-time law lecturer in 
Chicago. His name is Barack Obama. His 
constitutional views were summed up 
in a fundraising pitch to a group of his 
uber-wealthy campaign donors. In brag-
ging that he could enact a constitutional 
amendment banning political speech by 
groups like the NRA, President Obama 
said, “Now, I taught constitutional law. I 
don’t tinker with the Constitution lightly.”

He doesn’t need to “tinker.” He ignores it.
Through the intervening years into 

his second term, there is an apt descrip-
tion of President Obama’s rule: that he 
has “aggregated power to the point that 

it has created instability,” something “that 
was never what the framers intended.”

Those are the words of Professor 
Turley who supports some Obama policy 
goals, but abhors and fears the presi-
dent’s destructive methods to force them 
on the American public through circum-
venting the other co-equal branches.

So what are former “professor” 
Obama’s views on the Constitution and 
on the balance of powers?

Most recently he chided the Found-
ing Fathers for creating a U.S. Senate with 
equal representation from each state.

As reported in the Washington Times, 
“Mr. Obama told a small group of wealthy 
supporters that there are several hurdles 
to keeping Democrats in control of the 
Senate and recapturing the House. One of 
those problems, he said, is the apportion-
ment of two Senate seats to each state 
regardless of population.

“’Obviously, the nature of the Senate 
means that California has the same num-
ber of Senate seats as Wyoming. That 
puts us at a disadvantage,’” he said.

So Obama would undo the “great 
compromise” of 1787, which created our 
true republican form of government rather 
than a democracy. The House is appor-
tioned according to population, which 
means today that highly urbanized and 
decidedly anti-Second Amendment states 
like New York, New Jersey and California, 
far outweigh states like Idaho and Utah.

That compromise made each state 
equal in power in the Senate, and made 
the term of senators six years instead of 
two years as in the House, thus insulating 
senators from the intense public political 
fury of the moment. The Senate, inten-
tionally, was established as a deliberative 
body—where the predilections of the 
House could be cautiously debated, and 
amended or fairly put to rest. It is a body 
in which the rights of the minority could 
be protected. The Senate was designed 
as a safety brake. In fact, that compromise 

was the very reason smaller states agreed 
to join under a common constitution.

If you want to see what Obama has 
in mind, look at state legislatures—all 
apportioned according to population. 
The political machines of those big states 
rule everything. And those urban centers 
are the reason for draconian gun laws 
in New York, California, Maryland and 
Connecticut, among others.

We know President Obama plans to 
trash the Second Amendment through 
executive action, ignoring his oath to 
defend the Constitution.

Back to Professor Turley:
In testimony before Congress this 

year, he warned, “We are in the midst of a 
constitutional crisis with sweeping impli-
cations for our system of government.

“… the framers created a system that 
was designed to avoid one principle 
thing, the concentration of power in any 
one branch.” That concept, he said was “at 
a tipping point … The current threat to leg-
islative authority in our system is compre-
hensive—spanning from misappropriation 
of funds to circumvention of appointments 
to negation of legislative provisions.”

Professor Turley has repeatedly called 
for reining in the abuse of power of the 
Obama executive branch. I couldn’t 
agree more. And the most direct way is 
at the ballot box where power is in our 
hands and in the hands of our fellow 
citizens. We can teach “Professor” Obama 
a lesson that he can’t ignore. We must 
vote in November to change control of 
the Senate by exerting our own beliefs 
and principles of liberty where it counts 
most—in the polling booth. Nothing 
could be more important to the restora-
tion of the balance that has secured our 
liberty for so long.
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political report
By Chris W. Cox, NRA-ILA Executive Director

Looking Into The Eyes And Soul Of America

I always get a big boost out of our 
Annual Meetings. It’s always rewarding 
to be among 70-80,000 like-minded 

folks, enjoying our common interests, 
shared values and a profound sense of 
community.

One of our honored guests was 
attending his � rst Annual Meetings, and 
he shared the similarity of his experience 
at a reception. Sheri�  David A. Clarke of 
Milwaukee, Wis., has been pilloried in the 

press for telling the residents of his city 
that they should be prepared to defend 
themselves against criminal attack. 
“Calling 911 and waiting is no longer 
your best option,” he said in public 
service announcements that quickly 
drew national attention. A career o�  cer 
of the department who spent nine years 
as a patrol o�  cer before rising through 
the ranks, the sheri�  is an outspoken 
supporter of the Second Amendment 

who faced down his own mayor on 
national television. Milwaukee’s mayor, 
Tom Barrett, is a zealous anti-gun 
politician who has been defeated in 
three separate bids for governor.  

Sheri�  Clarke told the audience 
that he came to the Annual Meetings 
not knowing what to expect. His plan 
was to blend in and observe, but many 
of our members already knew him by 
reputation. He said he had met people 
from all over the country and been 
warmly received by all. In concluding, 
he said he felt like he had looked into 
the eyes and soul of America, and was 
pleased and reassured by what he saw.    

Meanwhile, a few blocks away, 
a handful of angry and accusatory 
protesters had gathered in strident 
opposition. Unlike Sheri�  Clarke, they did 
not come to the meetings withholding 
judgment, but instead came to impose 
it. Sponsored by anti-gun billionaire 
Mike Bloomberg, the protesters had 
come to release a report with the title 
“Not Your Grandparents NRA:  How the 
Leadership of the NRA Puts Americans 
at Risk.” A Bloomberg spokeswoman told 
the Houston Chronicle that the report 
was intended to illustrate “how the NRA 
leadership evolved over the last few 
decades from a sportsman’s organization 
to an extremist one.”   

The vast majority of the nearly 
80,000 NRA supporters had no idea 
the protest was even taking place, but 
the media gave it fawning attention 
without ever noting the contrast in 
the number of people attending. Nor 
did they give any study to the contrast 
in attitude between a handful of 
accusatory protesters versus the tens of 
thousands of folks who gladly mingled 
together among nine acres of guns and 
gear—many carrying their own � rearms 
as well.  

One anti-gun reporter did take the 
time to observe the crowds in person. 
He � led a report for the anti-gun website 
The Daily Beast, and said, “As I walked 
past a row of AR-15s mounted on the 
wall on my right, I noticed a J. Crewed-
out family that might have come from 
Bethesda or Greenwich—two parents 
and their son, 12 or so—checking out 
the action on the wall. I looked around 
for more like them and started to notice 
that while in the minority, they were 
de� nitely there wandering the halls 
looking at the merchandise. It is for them 
that the NRA runs a terror campaign, 
pure and simple. ...”  

The meager protest was over, but the 
character assassination had just begun. 
With the help of a compliant and anti-
gun mainstream media, the leaders of 
the protest ampli� ed their claims that 
the NRA and its millions of members are 
“extreme” because we � ght to protect 
our fundamental rights. But the truth is 
that we trust our fellow citizens because 
we know that the vast majority of 
Americans, especially legal gun owners, 
are good, law-abiding people who pose 
no threat to anyone. Our opponents, on 
the other hand, see monsters lurking in 
every household and assume that every 
gun owner is a ticking time bomb. It is an 
absurd view that is proven false by every 
measure available.

One protestor at least learned the 
truth. The Indianapolis Star reported on a 
man searching “without luck for a public 
protest to join.” He carried a sign saying 
“Ban Guns Kill NRA.” And the story ends 
by quoting him saying, “I decided I was 
way outnumbered.”  
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By Chris W. Cox
NRA-ILA 

Executive Director

In the � rst part, published in your 
July magazine, I discussed getting 

informed and involved with local parties 
and organizations. This month, I want to give 

you some information on volunteering for an 
individual candidate and, most importantly, 
about getting involved with NRA-ILA’s grassroots 

e� orts. And make no mistake: it has never been 
more important for each of us who cherish our 

liberties to get fully involved in the electoral process. 
There are important choices to be made at every level. 

If we work to elect pro-gun candidates to city councils, 
county commissions, state legislatures and statewide o�  ces, 
our rights will be protected. If we remain idle, we could see the 
big money our opponents are spending win the day and watch 
as gun laws in the states become even more restrictive.

We could go all in to elect pro-gun candidates to the U.S. 
House and Senate and maintain our wall of protection for 
our Second Amendment freedoms. Or we could see pro-
gun majorities weakened or even eliminated and President 
Obama given the opportunity he wants to attack our right to 
keep and bear arms.

The bad news is our opponents have the resources of anti-
gun billionaires like Michael Bloomberg and others to fund 
their e� orts against our pro-gun allies and spread their lies 
about guns and gun owners. 

The good news is we have the real grassroots power that 
can make the di� erence in hundreds or even thousands 
of races this November. While our opponents re-invent 
themselves with new names and new organizations in an 
e� ort to appear as if they have grassroots support, the reality 
is they are top-down Astroturf organizations. The NRA has 
proven that we represent the true grassroots, made up of 
millions of dedicated Americans motivated to protect our 
fundamental rights.

That makes us powerful—but only when we take 
action, and when we take that action together. When that 
happens, we are truly one of the most significant forces in 
American politics.

Working For An Individual Candidate
Once you are informed about the positions of candidates 

on our key issues, volunteering to help a speci� c candidate 
can be a very rewarding and valuable use of your time 
and resources. Whether it is a race for the state legislature, 
Congress, or a statewide o�  ce such as governor or attorney 
general, every candidate needs volunteers to run a 
successful campaign. Your time is invaluable for campaigns 
that need thousands of man-hours of work to reach voters 
with their message.

Once you have chosen a candidate, be proactive. Search 
out his or her campaign o�  ce and call or stop by and tell 

This is the second of a two-part report on getting involved in campaigns and 
elections to support the Second Amendment. 
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If preserving our Second Amendment 
freedoms for future generations isn’t 
worth a few hours of your time, what is?
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them you want to volunteer your time 
and talents to the cause. These days, 
Facebook or a campaign website is a 
good place to start, but be persistent.  
Campaigns are hectic operations, but 
if you keep at it, you will find a staff 
person who can put you to work.

Once you are signed up as a 
volunteer, you can let them know in 
what areas you would most like to work, 
including phone banks, neighborhood 
canvassing, literature drops or even 
hosting events. But be as flexible as you 
can. We all have skills and abilities that 
can be useful to a campaign, but being 

flexible in your willingness to assist in 
the most productive way possible is 
of greatest value to the candidate. It 
is important to remember, the goal is 
VICTORY on Election Day, and you can 
be a part of that victory.

As a volunteer it is important to be 
diligent in carrying the message the 
campaign needs to be communicated 
with potential voters. A coordinated 
and controlled message is vital to a 
successful campaign. Remember, as 
a volunteer, each time you contact a 
potential voter, you are the voice of the 
candidate—an important responsibility.  

Also, once you are involved, talk to 
your friends and family and encourage 
them to volunteer as well. It’s important 
to note that volunteers do not need to 
have 20 or 30 hours a week to give. Most 
of us can’t afford that much time away 
from family and work, but five people 
giving five to 10 hours a week is a potent 
force. And obviously, 10 to 20 people is 
even better!

This year, as much as any election in 
recent memory, we all need to take the 
extra step if we are going to stop the 
Obama/Bloomberg anti-gun machine.

NRA-ILA’s Grassroots 
Resources

Each election year, NRA-ILA devotes 
significant resources to our grassroots 
campaign efforts. We have a number of 
programs that are designed to help our 
members support pro-gun candidates.

FrontLines™ Volunteer 
Programs

NRA-ILA’s FrontLines™ Volunteer 
Program is comprised of our most 
dedicated volunteers who work 
vigorously at the local, state and 
federal levels to defend our Second 

Amendment-protected rights. This 
election season, our FrontLines™ 
volunteers will be fully integrated into our 
efforts to elect pro-Second Amendment 
lawmakers to office. We have nearly 
40,000 volunteers signed up already, but 
we need more, especially this year.

To enroll in our FrontLines™ Volunteer 
Program, visit NRAILAFrontlines.com. 
This is the first stop to become a valuable 
asset in the fight to protect our rights.

Election Volunteer 
Coordinators (EVCs)

NRA-ILA’s EVCs are the tip of our 
grassroots arrow. Currently, there are 
250 EVCs distributed throughout nearly 
every state. Your EVC is an NRA member 
who acts as the liaison between NRA 
members and gun owners in your area 
and various pro-freedom campaigns. 
The main goal of EVCs is to provide these 
campaigns with dedicated, educated 
volunteers to assist with phone banks, 
literature drops, precinct walks, voter 
registration, Election Day activities and 
other campaign volunteer activities.

We are looking for even more EVCs 
throughout the nation. 

NRA-ILA Campaign Field 
Representatives (CFRs)

In certain areas, NRA will deploy 
Campaign Field Representatives who 
work and live in the area they are 
assigned. These paid campaign field 
staff act as full-time managers and 
organizers for election activities in their 
assigned areas.

This year, there will be approximately 
30 CFRs sent to areas with targeted 
races. These ILA staff members will set 
up phone banks, organize door-to-door 
efforts, recruit volunteers, attend gun 
shows and gun club meetings, visit 
gun shops and ranges, and set up NRA 
member campaign events.

This year, we are introducing an app 
for smart phones that will distribute 
information about campaign activities 
to volunteers directly. This sort of new 
technology will make it possible to 
communicate more rapidly with more 
volunteers than ever before.

Grassroots Coordinators
NRA-ILA’s Grassroots Coordinators 

manage all of these programs. Based 
out of NRA Headquarters, your state 
Grassroots Coordinator is your point 
of contact for all our grassroots 
campaign activities. These dedicated 
staff members organize workshops 
all across the country to educate and 
motivate gun owners on our key issues 
and campaigns. They also host NRA 
University events at universities to 
activate young people to get involved 
in the fight to protect our rights.

During the height of the campaign, 
our Grassroots Coordinators will travel 
to assist the CFRs to ensure that our 
volunteers have the biggest impact on 
the elections.

There is much to do from a 
grassroots operational standpoint to 
ensure victory for our candidates on 
Election Day. While we realize everyone 
won’t be able to do everything, we 
must work to ensure everyone who 
values their rights does something! 

 
Ask yourself: if preserving our 

Second Amendment freedoms for 
future generations isn’t worth a few 
hours of your time, what is?





Thanks ... From A Guy Who Was There
June’s cover, “D-Day + 70 Years,” sure hit the spot with 

me, and commemorating D-Day’s 70th anniversary was 
very appropriate. I have a collection of Yank magazines 

(a weekly Army publication during World War II), including 
one with the same image as on your cover, dated 
July 2, 1944. It cost me 3 Pence.

On June 6, 1944, I was a member of Headquarters Company, 506th 
Parachute Infantry, Regiment, 101st Airborne Division and, while that’s not 
me, the guy was carrying everything I did that day. The picture was taken 
about at dusk on June 5. The � ash camera makes it look like it was already 
dark, but it was still pretty light. England stays light longer. Not pictured are 
the one or two guys we all needed to lift us up the steps. The 9-lb. Thompson 
and a pouch with six 20-round clips of .45s, plus everything else was a prob-
lem for a guy like me. Back then I weighed in at only 150 lbs. Thanks for the 
memories.

BOB WILLIAMS, KENTUCKY

The FG 42: Not “Forgotten”

I was quite surprised when I turned the 
page to “The Forgotten Guns Of D-Day” 
(June 2014, p.42) and saw the picture of 

the FG 42/Type II Fallschirmjägergewehr 
on page 45. During World War II, my father, 
Lt. Col. Fred G. Wilson, was commander of 
the 9th U.S. Army Ordnance Intelligence 
Team. During operations with that team, he 
came across one of the FG 42/Type IIs at the 
Hillersleben Proving Grounds in Germany.

The enclosed black and white photo was 
taken by my dad at the time he recovered 
the FG 42 in 1945. The color photo is of the 
same FG 42 when he donated it to the Rock 
Island Arsenal Museum, Rock Island, Ill., in 
1983. The FG 42 hangs on the wall in that 
museum’s extensive small arms collection.

ALAN G. WILSON, ILLINOIS

A Great Debt

A s I carried the June issue down my drive-
way, I had to stop and really re� ect on what 
this nation and myself owe to the young 

paratrooper on the front cover climbing into the 
doorway of an airplane to be dropped into some-
thing that only God knew. Words could never be 
said nor deeds done that could ever repay the 
great debt we owe that man and the thousands like 
him. Only the greatest country in the world could 
have pulled that off. God bless the U.S. military and 
God bless America.

 J.D. TEDDER, TENNESSEE
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“Readers Write” affords members an opportunity to comment on material published in
American Ri� eman. Single-topic letters are preferred and may be edited for brevity. Send 
letters to: Readers Write, NRA Publications, 11250 Waples Mill Road, Fairfax, VA 22030-9400 
or e-mail us at publications@nrahq.org.



VX®-6 7-42x56mm: THE PRECISION RIFLESCOPE 
THAT’S TURNING HEADS.
When F-Class shooters are impressed with a rifl escope, it’s bound to get some 
attention. With the Leupold® VX®-6 7-42x56mm, that’s defi nitely the case. It has 
all the features precision shooters need—and the ones they really, really want.

• 6:1 zoom ratio that gets you in tight on the target at 42X
• TMOA Plus reticle with 1-MOA tic marks on horizontal and vertical crosshairs
• Wide, class-leading fi eld of view at any power
• Dials with a zero stop for both windage and elevation

As Paul Crosbie of the Scottish/GB F-Class National Team put it, 
this scope is “as near perfect as I’ve ever seen.” 
See it for yourself at Leupold.com. 1-800-LEUPOLD  »  www.leupold.com  »  ©2014 Leupold & Stevens, Inc.

U . S . A .   ★ D E S I G N E D   ★ M A C H I N E D   ★ A S S E M B L E D

Mike Miller – USA F-TR 
Team Vice Captain



NEWS & NOTES   OPENING SHOT
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It has come. The great European 
War so often predicted has come. 
... What now would be the fate of 
any European Nation involved in 
this dif� culty without long years of 
military preparation? The purblind 
“peace-at-any-price” advocate will 
say, “But without preparation for 
war there would be no war.” That 
is a mistake. ... We wish for peace. 
Yes, so does the whole world 
when it does not desire to � ght. 
[August 6, 1914]

For ourselves, we believe one 
small thing the war will abso-
lutely prove is the impossibility 
of the advance over open ground 
in the face of modern ri� e and 
machine gun � re delivered and 
directed by experts. 
[August 20, 1914]

[W]ar can be waged successfully 
only by of� cers and men trained 
to be proper parts of an effective 
military machine. That training 
… can never occur after war has 
begun. It must, especially under 
modern conditions, be effected 
during peace. 
[August 27, 1914]

—American Ri� eman’s predecessor, 
Arms And The Man

A Gun of August
A century ago this month, 
millions of young men across 
Europe answered their coun-
tries’ call and went to war. This 
German infantryman, likely 
a reservist, is armed with a 
German 8x57 mm Model 1888 
Commision ri� e and bayonet.



With a .410 under and a .22 Long Rifle over, you can put meat in your 
own stew or just plink away at the empty tin stew can after dinner. 
Whether you shoot for survival or for revival, the Savage Model 42 

has you covered. Also available in .22 WMR and .410.

ONE
GUN

TWICE
THE
FUN

.22/.410

 SAVAGEARMS.COM

View our catalog



RAPID FIRE
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PRODUCT PREVIEWS

BROWNING has 
expanded the Citori 
725 line of shotguns to 
include 20-ga. Field and 
Sporting models. The 
Field is available with 
26" or 28" barrels, the 
Sporting model with 
28", 30" or 32" barrels. 
browning.com

Field is available with 
26" or 28" barrels, the 
Sporting model with 
28", 30" or 32" barrels.
browning.com

Editor’s Choice
GhostStryke Earpieces 

I have to admit I was pretty wary 
of using digital plugs on a recent 
hunt with big-bore revolvers 

(.460 S&W Mag. and .500 S&W Mag.). 
In range sessions before the trip I 
had doubled up with foam plugs 
and electronic muffs, the report of 
the guns demanding every bit of 
their noise-dampening capabili-
ties. But, GhostStryke earplugs were 
recommended to me so I decided 
to put them to the test. 

Developed in partnership with 
SportEAR—an acclaimed maker of 
custom hearing aids and ear protec-
tion—GhostStrykes digitally perform 
two functions critical to hunters and 
shooters: They block out any noises 
above the 85-decibel level, and they 
amplify all the other “safe” sounds by 

up to six times. That means wearers 
should have no problems hearing 
range commands or advice from 
their hunting guide, and will also be 
protected from potentially harmful 
noise, such as the report of their guns.

GhostStrykes’ unobtrusive design 
keeps them from interfering with 
headgear, glasses or cheekweld, 
and they come with several sets of 
foam and silicon plugs to � t any ear. 
Volume knobs on both units allow 
for easy control, and the earpieces 
are powered by 10A zinc batteries—
readily accessible and common to 
most hearing aids. Also included 
are open-ear soft tips—speci� cally 
for hearing enhancement, not 
protection—SecurFit extenders in 
three sizes, a cleaning brush and a 
protective carrying case.

Although the cost represents an 
investment for most shooters, on my 
seven-day hunt they delivered on 
both their noise-canceling and ampli-
� cation claims, convincing me that 
it is money well spent. Price: $499. 
Contact: GhostStryke (Dept. AR), 
12397 S. 300 E., Suite 100, Draper UT 
84020; (877) 557-4238; ghoststryke.com. 

—J.L. KURTENBACH, ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Armed with our exclusive EMP dual-access lock, Armory® series 
safes deliver the convenience of an electronic keypad with 
the reassuring backup of a mechanical combination. So while 
your most valued possessions get unmatched protection from 
fi re and theft, your peace of mind is covered, too. 

Learn more about EMP dual-access locks, or fi nd a Cannon dealer near you at CannonSafe.com.b d l l k fi

NOTHING COMFORTS 
LIKE A 944-POUND 
SECURITY BLANKET.

The exclusive EMP lock off ers a reliable 
backup option in case dead batteries, a 
fl ood, a fi re or an electromagnetic pulse 
ever interfere with electronic function.



AMBIDEXTROUS CONTROLS

SERRATED MAGWELL 
FOR INCREASED CONTROL

MID-LENGTH GAS SYSTEM & 
18” LIGHT WEIGHT BARREL WITH 5R RIFLING

SOME POWER TOOLS

.308 WIN 
7.62X51



PRODUCT PREVIEWS

Viking Tactics Double-Sided Tactical Target

The VTAC DSTT, designed by 
expert trainer Kyle Lamb 
and his Viking Tactics team, 

addresses the need for a realistic 
target that also allows for easy 
scoring, zeroing and repeated 
training drills. One side features 
four 25-yd. pistol bulls, Lamb’s 
preferred zeroing target, for drills 
and sight-in, as well as a subdued 
1" grid pattern to aid zeroing 
adjustments and measuring group 
sizes. A gray cross was added to 
each bull, dividing the targets into 
four quadrants, to further enhance 
training. Numbered shape targets 
in the margins help with target 
acquisition by giving the shooter 
an opportunity to engage whatever 
number target the trainer calls out.

The reverse side of the target 
features a USPSA-type competi-
tion target imposed over a realistic 
outline and skeletal/vital rendition 

of a human. The USPSA target has 
good scoring rings, and the realis-
tic human outline allows shooters 
to see where they are shooting in 
relation to vital areas and skel-
etal structure. The VTAC DSTT is 
available in paper and cardboard 
versions. Price: cardboard, $2 ea.; 
paper, $10 for 10; larger packs are 
available. Contact: Viking Tactics, 
Inc.; (910) 987-5983; 
vikingtactics.com.  

RAPID FIRE

REMINGTON’S new Ultimate Defense Compact 
Handgun personal-protection ammunition was designed 
speci� cally to optimize terminal performance from 
handguns with abbreviated barrels. Currently, 
the company offers Compact Handgun loads in .380 ACP 
(102 grs.), 9 mm Luger (124 grs.), .38 Spl. +P (125 grs.),
.40 S&W (180 grs.) and .45 ACP (230 grs.). remington.com

Handgun personal-protection ammunition was designed 

the company offers Compact Handgun loads in .380 ACP 

remington.com

www.barnesbullets.com

1-800-574-9200

The TAC-XPD™ Defense Ammunition–the optimized  solution for carry or home defense. 
Techni-Crom™ plated cases  • Coated, all-copper bullets • Smooth, reliable feeding • Virtually no muzzle fl ash

Available in 380 Auto, 9mm Luger, 40 S&W and 45 Auto. New for 2014 - 357 Magnum.



Give your AR the ultimate workout with the most massive M-223 yet. Bulked-
up main tube puts supreme strength and enhanced-diameter interior lenses to 
work toward increased resolution and maximized elevation adjustment. Its versa-
tile power range and wide fi eld of view offer a profound mix of targeting speed 
and top-end precision. Add platform-focused ballistic technology and Nikon’s 
exclusive Spot On optimized reticle and you’ve got a challenging 600 yards 
fi rmly in your capability bucket. Available in standard and illuminated BDC 600. 
The M-223 30mm—experience the power of big.

Higher Resolution. Faster Targeting. Increased Strength.

WARRANTY

LIFETIME

A
ll 

N
ik

on
 tr

ad
em

ar
ks

 a
re

 th
e 

p
ro

p
er

ty
 o

f N
ik

on
 C

or
p

or
at

io
n.



Reactor Watches

One company has advanced the argument in 
favor of machined forgings beyond the realm of 
firearm construction and into the world of high-

performance sport wristwatches. Reactor brand time-
pieces feature machined 316L stainless steel forgings 
for the cases and backs in models such as the Trident 
Stainless (l.), or, for the 50 percent lighter Gryphon 
model (r.), a forged core with an outer case of molded 
Nitromid—a glass-reinforced polymer similar to that 
used in modern pistol frames. Some Reactor models 
also feature the company’s Never Dark Technology, a 
combination of tritium and phosphourescent materials 
that make call-offs visible in dim to dark conditions. 
Reactor offers numerous models and styles, but com-
mon features intended to provide durability across the 
line include a screw-down crown and solid screw-
bars to attach the bracelet to the case. Prices: $450 
(Trident), $350 (Gryphon). Contact: Reactor Watches 
(Dept. AR), 5312 Derry Ave., Suite B, Agoura Hills, CA 
91301; (800) 291-6600; reactorwatch.com.

Revision Stingerhawk Shooter’s Kit

A staple among military and law enforcement 
personnel, Revision protective eyewear 
systems are acclaimed for their versatility 

and durability. Those same products are also avail-
able to the civilian market, and the Stingerhawk 
Shooter’s Kit is a good example of a package specifi-
cally designed to meet the needs of today’s firearm 
enthusiasts. The kit includes the durable molded 
frame, three interchangeable polycarbonate lenses 
that exceed the military’s ballistics impact ratings—
clear, smoke and vermillion—a retention strap, 
microfiber pouch and reusable anti-fog cloth, all in 
a protective carrying case. Despite superior impact-
resistant characteristics, the glasses weigh just  
more than 1 oz. and, like most Revision products,  
are prescription-ready via specially designed Rx 
lenses and a replacement nosepiece/lens carrier. 
Price: $125. Contact: Revision (Dept. AR), 7 Corporate  
Drive, Essex Junction, VT 05452; (800) 383-6049;  
revisionmilitary.com.

product previews



Discover this spectacular 6½-carat green treasure
from Mount St. Helens!

For almost a hundred years it lay dormant. Silently building strength. At
10,000 feet high, it was truly a sleeping giant. Until May 18, 1980, when

the beast awoke with violent force and revealed its greatest secret. Mount St.
Helens erupted, sending up a 80,000-foot column of ash and smoke. From
that chaos, something beautiful emerged… our spectacular Helenite Necklace. 

Helenite is produced from the heated volcanic
rock of Mount St. Helens and the brilliant green
creation has captured the eye of jewelry designers
worldwide. Today you can wear this massive 
6½-carat stunner for only $149!

Make your emeralds jealous. Our Helenite
Necklace puts the green stone center stage,
with a faceted pear-cut set in .925 sterling
silver finished in luxurious gold. The
explosive origins of the stone are
echoed in the flashes of light that
radiate as the piece swings
gracefully from its 18" luxuri-
ous gold-finished sterling
silver chain. Today the vol-
cano sits quiet, but this

unique piece of American natural history continues
to erupt with gorgeous green fire.

Your satisfaction is guaranteed. Bring home
the Helenite Necklace and see for yourself. If you
are not completely blown away by the rare beauty
of this exceptional stone, simply return the 
necklace within 30 days for a full refund of your
purchase price.

Smar t  Luxur ies—Surpr i s ing  Pr ices ™

JEWELRY SPECS:

- 6 ½ ctw Helenite in gold-finished sterling silver setting

- 18" gold-finished sterling silver chain

Meet the Beauty
in the Beast

14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. HEL612-04, 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.comStauer®

Helenite Necklace (6 ½ ctw)...............Only $149 +S&P

Helenite Stud Earrings (1 ctw) ...................$129 +S&P

Helenite Set $278..Call-in price only $149 +S&P
(Set includes necklace and earrings)

Call now to take advantage of this extremely limited offer.

1-800-859-1979
Promotional Code HEL612-04
Please mention this code when you call.

Rating of A+

Limited to the first 2200 orders from this ad only

“My wife received more
compliments on this stone

on the first day she wore it
than any other piece of jewelry

I’ve ever given her.”

- J. from Orlando, FL
Stauer Client

Necklace
enlarged to
show luxurious
color.

EXCLUSIVE

FREE
Helenite Earrings
-a $129 value-

with purchase of 
Helenite Necklace



AMERICAN RIFLEMAN TELEVISION

The Handguns Of August

A ugust 1914 was the start of the Great War, a con� ict in which more 
than 16 million lives were lost. The open warfare of 1914 gave 
way to stalemate and trench warfare, and handguns played a far 

greater role in the trenches than they had in previous wars. This month on 
“American Ri� eman Television” we begin our multi-episode examination 
of handguns used in the opening battles of World War I. Check your local 
listings, and tune in Wednesday nights on the Outdoor Channel.

Wednesday, July 30 
Feature. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..NRA’s Bianchi Cup—The Match
Ri� eman Review .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. Kel-Tec PLR-16 .223 Rem. Pistol
I Have This Old Gun  .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. Vickers Machine Gun

Wednesday, August 6
Feature. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. NRA’s Bianchi Cup—The Guns & Gear
Ri� eman Review .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .DPMS G2 .308 Win. Ri� e
I Have This Old Gun  .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. Beretta Model 948 Pistol  

Wednesday, August 13
Feature. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. The Handguns Of August, Part I
Ri� eman Review .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . Ruger SR762 .308 Win. Ri� e
I Have This Old Gun  .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. U.S. M1917A1 Browning Machine Gun

Wednesday, August 20
Feature. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .  The Handguns of August, Part II
Ri� eman Review .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..Spring� eld XD(S) 4.0 9 mm Luger Pistol
I Have This Old Gun  .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..Argentine FALs

8 TOP CIGAR S ONLY $10
*

Perfect for:
 •  Golf – fi ts in or attaches to your golf bag 

 • Fishing – airtight and it fl oats 
 •  Hunting – lightweight and durable

$5only

ADD A RUGGED 
HERF-A-DOR

CIGARS INTERNATIONAL  
1911 Spillman Drive, Bethlehem, PA 18015

Send me: ❏ 8 Top Cigars  $10* + $495 s/h Item# SP-CA49
  ❏ 8 Top Cigars & Herf-a-Dor  $15* + $495 s/h Item# SP-CA49-T

Name _______________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _________________________________________________

Daytime Phone (                 ) _____________________________________  

Email  _______________________________________________________

Signature ________________________________Birth Date ___________

Payment: □ Check  □ Master Card
 □ Amex □ Discover  □ Visa
Card # ___________________________________

Exp Date _________________________________
or call

 _______________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________1-888-244-2790

 _____________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________

 _____________________________________

 _______________________________________________________

* Code SA4165

*  Pennsylvania residents add 6% tax     — 

remittance of any taxes on orders shipped 

outside of PA is the responsibility of the 

purchaser. Offer expires 9-30-14.

ONLY
$10

*

First-Class Premium 
Cigar Sampler
If you like handmade cigars, you’re gonna 

love Cigars International! To prove it, I’ve 

compiled a sampler with 8 of the fi nest 

cigars in the world for one super-low 

introductory price: instead of the normal 

retail of $52, my offer to you is just $10.* 

Limited time offer. One per customer please.

At Cigars International, we only sell our products to adults who 

meet the legal age requirement to purchase tobacco products. 

If you are not of the legal age to purchase tobacco products, 

please  do not enter our site. For more information on how we 

age verify, please see www.cigarsinternational.com/ageverify.

Includes 1 each of: 5 Vegas ● Felipe Gregorio ● Toraño 

Nestor Miranda ● J. Fuego ● Cuba Libre ● Alec Bradley ● Rocky 

Patel (From time to time substitutions may occur due to inventory)

1-888-244-2790 
mention code SA4165

www.CigarsIntl.com/SA4165
You must enter complete web address for special offer



READY. 
AIM. MOW.

The DR® FIELD and BRUSH 
MOWER isn’t complicated. It’s overbuilt, 
so you don’t need to second-guess where 
you take it. When you’re behind a rugged 
steel deck propelled by all-terrain tires, with 
a six-pound blade swinging at 195mph, 
you’re calling the shots.

• FLATTEN 3" THICK SAPLINGS 

•   DEVOUR 8' HIGH 
WEEDS AND BRUSH

•  CUT A SWATH UP 
TO 30" WIDE

Self-Feeding
DR® CHIPPER

TRACTOR OWNERS
3-Point Hitch model.

BIG FLYWHEELS generate tremendous inertia 
to devour branches by taking 40 "bites" per 
second!

SELF-FEEDING 
Most branches 
will self-feed,
instead of 
you force-
feeding.

CHIP 5-1/2" 
BRANCHES 
with engines 
up to 18 HP. 

Load the DR® RAPID-FEED™ 
Chipper, step back, and watch it 
chew up 5½" thick branches!

Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog!
Includes product specifi cations and factory-direct offers.

877-201-5045TOLL
FREE

DRlogsplitters.com

Try a DR® 
at Home for 
6 Months!
Call for details.
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WORLD’S FASTEST 
SPLITTER!

PATENT 
PENDING

DR® RAPIDFIRE™ 
LOG SPLITTER 

SIX TIMES FASTER 
than ordinary log splitters.
KINETIC POWER The RapidFire uses twin 
cast iron fl ywheels (up to 75 lbs each) to blast 
logs apart in just one second!

FASTEST CYCLE TIME Full cycle time 
(split stroke and auto-retract) is just 3 
SECONDS!

ROAD TOWABLE With 16” DOT approved 
tires you can take the DR® anywhere you 
need it.

LIMITED TIME OFFER • SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY.

0% MONTHLY
INTEREST

36 MONTHS
& FREE 

SHIPPING



CorrespondenCe   favorite firearms

Nearly every shooter has a favorite firearm. If you would like to share the experience of own-
ing yours with other American Rifleman readers, or on www.americanrifleman.org, send a 
sharp color photograph of the gun, accompanied by its story in fewer than 400 words, with 
your name, address and daytime telephone number to: Favorite Firearms, American Rifleman, 
National Rifle Association, 11250 Waples Mill Road, Fairfax, VA 22030-9400. Photos and sub-
missions cannot be returned and may be edited for clarity and brevity.  

Colt Model 1908

I am the third owner of an 
old Colt Model 1908 Pocket 
Hammerless pistol chambered 

in .380 ACP that has ties to some 
interesting history. 

The first owner was John W. 
Turner, Jr., of Silver City, N.M. He was 
the district manager for the electric 
utility company serving Silver City 
in 1940, but he was also a Captain 
in the U.S. National Guard Cavalry. 
Almost immediately after the enact-
ment of the Selective Training and 
Service Act in September 1940, 
Turner was called for military train-
ing and, ultimately, service in the 
Pacific. He rose to the rank of Major 
and was among the first U.S. soldiers 
to land in the Philippines. He was 
captured after the fall of Bataan in 
April 1942 and sent on the Bataan 
Death March, which he survived. 
He also survived another 3½ years 
of torment as a prisoner of war. 

Tragically, when liberation came 
in September 1945, the evacuation 
ship that carried Turner and other 
POWs sank with no survivors. The 
location and cause of the sinking 
remain unknown, but speculation is 
that the ship hit a mine.

The second owner, employed by 
the same electric utility company, 

bought the gun from Turner in 1938. 
He carried the gun in his car dur-
ing many business trips throughout 
Texas and New Mexico until retire-
ment in 1981. I worked for him for 
several years in the ’70s. He, too, is a 
World War II veteran, having served 
as a chief engineer in the Navy. He is 
one of the few remaining survivors of 
that war and turned 98 years old in 
January 2014. He is a delightful man 
to talk to, and I visit him regularly. 
He gave the gun to me in 2010 and 
I cherish it, and him, as links to our 
nation’s Greatest Generation.

—Eric Wayland corgill, TExas N
RA
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TECHNICAL   QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

From the thousands of questions and letters on guns, ammunition and their use that 
American Ri� eman receives every year, it publishes the most interesting here. Receiving 
answers to technical and historical questions is a privilege reserved to NRA members.

Questions must be in the form of letters addressed to: Dope Bag, NRA Publications, 11250 
Waples Mill Road, Fairfax, VA 22030-9400; must contain the member’s code line from an 
American Ri� eman or American Hunter mailing label or membership card; must be accompanied 
by a stamped, self-addressed, legal-size envelope; and must be limited to one speci� c question 
per letter. Non-members may submit a question with a membership application. We cannot 
answer technical or historical questions by telephone, e-mail or fax, and we cannot place even an 
approximate value on guns or other equipment. Please allow eight to 10 weeks for replies.

“Questions & Answers” is compiled by staff and Contributing Editors: Bruce N. Can� eld, 
O. Reid Cof� eld, Garry James, Steve Johnson, Angus Laidlaw, Charles Pate, Charles E. 
Petty, Matt Sharpe, John M. Taylor and John Treakle.

I know that the Henry ri� e loads dif-
ferently than other Winchester-style 
replicas. After reading Garry James’ 
article “Henry’s Classic Henry” 
(April 2014, p. 66), it made me won-
der if there is a proper way to load 
my replica Henry?

Unlike the “Improved Henry,” or 
Model 1866, and the subsequent 
Winchester lever-actions that 
feature Nelson King’s patented 
loading gate on the right side of 
their receivers, the Henry and its 
replicas are loaded by pushing a 
spring-powered brass tab—located 
under the barrel—up as far as it 
will go and then swiveling the top 
portion of the barrel/magazine tube 
assembly clockwise, which exposes 
the end of the magazine tube. 
Cartridges are then dropped down 
the tube, one by one, base � rst. 

However, when loading the 

Henry, the barrel/magazine assem-
bly should be held or tipped at a 
slight angle, to permit cartridges 
to gently slide down the loading 
tube, thus preventing them from 
dropping straight down with a force 
that could accidentally detonate 
a sensitive or projecting primer 
(especially prevalent in reloads, 
even with blunt-nosed bullets).

After loading, with the thumb 
still retaining the brass tab, pivot 

the top portion of the barrel/
magazine tube assembly back to 
its original closed position. Then, 
still holding the brass tab and its 
spring-powered plunger with the 
thumb, gently lower the tab until 
the plunger is resting on the top-
most cartridge, rather than letting 
it go with a dramatic “snap” that 
could also possibly detonate one or 
more of the stacked cartridges. 

—RICK HACKER, FIELD EDITOR

Properly Loading A Henry

Available soon at IDFholsters.com, online retailers and gun shops everywhere.
To order call 631-880-3396 Ext. 310.

INTRODUCING the 
Meprolight TRU-DOT® RDS
Foolproof operation.
NVG compatible. 
At $399, it’s the only choice.
Developed in Israel as the ideal all-purpose reflex sight, the Meprolight
TRU-DOT RDS is now coming to the U.S.A. at an unbeatable price.

Priced at $399, it will be the most economical, high-end 
red dot sight on the market. 

First batch quantities are limited!
Ask for it at your local gun shop or place a standing order
to reserve yours now!

Go to www.IDFholsters.com.
Made in Israel

Trusted in America
ALWAYSBE
ZER      ED.

Anything less is a shot in the dark
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t’s likely that while you’re reading this, there’s 
a shooter somewhere standing in front of the 
counter at his local gun shop. A colorful array of 
cardboard boxes is visible as he gazes in won-
derment at the assortment of ammunition adorn-
ing the wall. All the shooter needs is a few boxes 

of practice ammunition and a box of carry loads. 
Ideally, each would mimic the other with regard to 
accuracy, power and speed. If the choice were that 
simple, the buying decision would be an easy one, 
but it hasn’t been until now.

Winchester recognized that ammunition options 
are vast, and the company also knew that in the past 
several years the number of folks carrying handguns 
for personal protection has increased exponentially. 
Many of these savvy citizens are women, and many 
are new to � rearms. For them, ammunition selec-
tion can be confusing. Winchester’s solution to the 
problem is its new Train & Defend line of handgun 
ammunition.

The company’s goal was to offer a practice and 
carry line of ammunition that shoots to the same 
point of impact, generates the same (comfortable) 
level of recoil, and is easy to identify on the shelf. 
The company wanted to simplify a complex problem 
while delivering premium quality and performance. 
That’s not an easy task with any product or market. 

First, Winchester created clearly recogniz-
able and distinct packaging. The black boxes that 
Train & Defend ammunition come in are nearly 

Having a hard time deciding which ammunition 
to buy for practice and which to use in your 
handgun for personal protection? Winchester 
just made it easier with loads that match up 
in terms of recoil and point of impact. Does it 
really work as advertised? Read on.

BY RICHARD MANN

One Gun,Two Loads:Winchester’s
Train & Defend

t’s likely that while you’re reading this, there’s 
a shooter somewhere standing in front of the 
counter at his local gun shop. A colorful array of 
cardboard boxes is visible as he gazes in won-
derment at the assortment of ammunition adorn-
ing the wall. All the shooter needs is a few boxes 
I
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identical—with the exception of a few minor differ-
ences. A large “T” (for Train) or “D” (for Defend) 
paired with a photo of the cartridge instantly differen-
tiates between the training and defensive loads. The 
cartridge images on the front are also distinguishing 
in that the “T” loads have a brass case and the “D” 
loads have a nickel-plated case, just like the actual 
cartridges—which should eliminate confusion about 
them, in or out of the box. Next to the cartridge des-
ignation you’ll also � nd a bullet description of either 
“FMJ” for the “T” loads or “JHP” for the “D” loads.

Winchester “T” loads utilize brass cases and 
full-metal-jacket bullets, but they are also loaded 
with lead-free primers, which are stipulated by 
some indoor ranges. The Winchester “D” loads 
have nickel-plated cases and are topped off with 
a bonded, jacketed-hollow-point bullet. Available 
chamberings include .380 ACP, .38 Spl., 9 mm Luger 
and .40 S&W. The conspicuous absence of .45 ACP 
might seem perplexing, but it is not yet a prevalent 

cartridge in subcompact handguns. “T” loads will 
come in 50-round boxes and “D” loads in 20-round 
boxes. Retail prices will range between $19 and $26 
per box.

Being the ammunition geek that I am, and realizing 
the dif� culty of what Winchester hoped to accomplish 
with the Train & Defend Line, I was eager to test the 
concept. Winchester provided � ve loads for evaluation. 
Included were Train and Defend loads for the 
.38 Spl. and .40 S&W along with the Train load for the 
9 mm Luger. The question was how to best approach 
the investigation and, after some deliberation, I turned 
to the founder of the Modern Technique of the Pistol, 
the man to whom all things related to defensive hand-
gunnery can be tracked back: the late Col. Jeff Cooper.

The Gunsite Academy founder and recognized 
defensive � rearm guru, Cooper’s credo was “DVC”—
diligenta, vis, celeritas—which is Latin for accuracy, 
power, speed. Cooper considered DVC to be the 
essential elements of defensive or combat handgun 
shooting and when evaluating ammunition to be used 
for training and protection, it just might be the best 
manner of assessment.

Accuracy
The accuracy requirements for a defensive handgun 

are not as stringent as you might imagine. Considering 
that most encounters involving a defensive handgun 
are often at arms’ length, being able to hit a quarter at 
25 yds. is not a prerequisite for survival. However, with 
ammunition costing between 50 cents to a dollar per 

Given the FBI standards that most reference with regard to terminal performance, 
both the Winchester .38 Spl. (two bullets on left) and .40 S&W (two bullets on 
right) Defend loads performed about as optimally as can be expected in 
10 percent ordnance gelatin.

This graphically enhanced composite target repre-
sents a single � ve-shot, 25-yd. group shot with the 
Winchester Train & Defend .40 S&W Defend (D) load 
and a single � ve-shot group � red with the Train (T) load 
out of a Smith & Wesson M&P semi-automatic pistol. 
Points of impact were nearly identical.



round, shooters expect and deserve precision. And, too, 
precision can build con� dence.

If you wanted to establish an accuracy standard 
for defensive handgun ammunition, � ve shots inside 
a 5" circle at 25 yds., from a solid rest would not be 
unreasonable. Less precision would be questionable 
and more merely added insurance. A speci� cation just 
as important but often overlooked is the necessity for 
handguns to place bullets � red from training rounds 
at the same point on the target as bullets � red from 
defensive loads. You certainly do not want to train with 
ammunition that shoots to a different point of impact 
than the load you carry.

I used four handguns to test the � ve Winchester 
Train & Defend loads. Each was shot from a sandbag 
rest at 25 yds. by � ring � ve consecutive, � ve-shot 
groups. Just as importantly, targets shot with the 
Winchester Train were overlayed on targets shot 
with the Winchester Defend in order to ascertain 
any shift in point of impact.

The performance of all � ve loads was stellar on 
several accounts. For starters, out of 35 groups � red, 
not a single group exceeded 3". Secondly, the average 
group size variance between the practice (Train) and 

carry (Defend) ammunition, for all loads tested, was 
only 0.10". Most importantly, there was no discernible 
difference between the point of impact of the Train 
loads and the Defend loads; their accuracy perfor-
mance was, for lack of a better description, identical.

Conclusion: Winchester Train & Defend ammu-
nition is capable of delivering all the necessary 
accuracy for defensive handgun training and protec-
tion, and the Train and Defend loads will shoot to the 
same point of impact.

Power 
When speaking of the power generated by defen-

sive handgun ammunition, there are essentially three 
elements at play. The � rst is bullet energy, the second 
is recoil and the third is terminal performance. Energy 
is determined by bullet weight and velocity. Both work 
together with bullet construction to determine termi-
nal performance.

Muzzle energy can be directly correlated to 
recoil. The more energy generated by a certain 
load, the more recoil impulse the shooter will expe-
rience. It’s physics, you learned it in middle school; 
for every action there is an equal and opposite 

AMERICAN RIFLEMAN   AUGUST 2014 39

Many consider 12" or greater penetration, 80 percent 
or higher weight retention and 1.5 times or more 
expansion optimum with regard to defensive handgun 
ammunition terminal performance. These � gures are 
easily achieved with Winchester’s .40 S&W Defend load.
The 180-gr. .40 S&W Defend load out of the Train & 
Defend ammo line will penetrate to 13” or more in 
10 percent gelatin, even after passing through two 
layers of denim (l.) and bare gel (r.).

TABLE 1: WINCHESTER DEFEND TERMINAL PERFORMANCE RESULTS
LOAD BARREL 

LENGTH
(INCHES)

BARRIER
TYPE

ENERGY
(FT.-LBS.)

VELOCITY
(F.P.S.)

PENETRATION
(INCHES) 

EXPANSION RETAINED 
WEIGHT
(GRS.)

.38 SPL. 130-GR. JHP 1.8 NONE 193 818 10.50 0.55 129.3

.38 SPL. 130-GR. JHP 1.8 DENIM 198 830 11.50 0.54 129.1

.40 S&W 180-GR. JHP 3.6 NONE 376 971 14.00 0.62 179.8

.40 S&W 180-GR. JHP 3.6 DENIM 366 958 13.75 0.64 179.6

NOTES: TESTS WERE CONDUCTED USING BLOCKS OF 10 PERCENT ORDNANCE GELATIN WITH AND WITHOUT A BARRIER CONSISTING OF TWO LAYERS 
OF DENIM. ENERGY = MUZZLE ENERGY, VELOCITY = IMPACT VELOCITY, PENETRATION = TOTAL BULLET PENETRATION, EXPANSION = DIAMETER 
OF EXPANDED BULLET, RW = WEIGHT OF RECOVERED BULLET. HANDGUNS WERE A S&W MODEL 36 WITH A 1.8" BARREL AND A KAHR MODEL 
KP403N WITH A 3.6" BARREL. ABBREVIATIONS: JHP (JACKETED HOLLOW POINT).
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reaction. Winchester wanted to limit the recoil 
impulse of Train & Defend ammunition so it would 
be comfortable to shoot in compact, concealable, 
carry-type handguns. Some might argue that this 
was done just to appeal to women, but, in truth, few 
shooters like to be punished every time they pull 
the trigger.

Terminal performance is often referred to in terms 
of “stopping power.” Stopping power is really noth-
ing more than a result of the diameter and depth of 
the hole a bullet makes as it relates to shot placement. 
Energy can be objectively calculated with a chrono-
graph, recoil is subjectively felt in hand and terminal 
performance can be speculatively projected with  
10 percent ordnance gelatin.

Muzzle energies produced by Winchester’s Train 
& Defend loads could be considered standard for the 
loads tested. This is not +P, wrist-snapping ammuni-
tion. However, with regard to terminal performance, 
Winchester used the same bullet design for the 
Defend loads that is used in the personal-protection-
specific Winchester PDX1 loads that perform so well 
in the FBI handgun ammunition selection trials.

According to Michael Stock, Winchester 
Ammunition’s center-fire senior product manager, 

This graphically enhanced composite target repre-
sents a single five-shot, 25-yd. group shot with the 
Winchester Train & Defend .38 Spl. Defend (D) load 
in yellow and a single five-shot group fired with the 
Train (T) load (blue) out of a Ruger Blackhawk. Points of 
impact were, again, nearly identical.



“The only difference between the Winchester 
Defend ammunition and PDX1 Defender is veloc-
ity. All the Winchester Defend offerings feature 
the lower velocity/lower recoil levels that match 
the velocity on the Winchester Train offerings. The 
more we worked with the PDX1 Defender technol-
ogy, the more we were impressed with the consis-
tency of bullet performance even at low velocities. 
This pushed us to expand that bullet performance 
envelope to the lower [velocity] levels seen with 
Winchester Train & Defend.”

My own testing in 10 percent ordnance gelatin, 
with and without a two-layer denim barrier, verified 

Stock’s claims. Even at standard velocities both the 
.38 Spl. and .40 S&W Defend loads performed very 
well. The 180-gr., .40 S&W Defend load easily met the 
benchmark of 12" of penetration, 1.5 times expansion 
and 80 percent weight retention. The .38 Spl. Defend 
load exceeded the expansion and weight-retention 
thresholds but, like almost all standard-velocity, 
expanding .38 Spl. loads, came up a tad short in the 
penetration category.

Conclusion: Winchester’s Train & Defend ammuni-
tion meets or exceeds the established standard for 
terminal performance, without delivering unneces-
sary or uncontrollable recoil.

TABLE 2: TRAIN & DEFEND ACCURACY RESULTS
LOAD HANDGUN/ BARREL LENGTH 

IN INCHES
GROUP SIZE IN INCHES

SMALLEST           LARGEST            AVERAGE

.38 SPL. 130-GR. FMJ (T) S&W Model 36 (1.8") 2.14 2.41 2.31

.38 SPL. 130-GR. FMJ (T) RugeR BlackhaWk (4.6") 0.87 1.44 1.22

.38 SPL. 130-GR. JHP (D) S&W Model 36 (1.8") 2.12 2.53 2.31

.38 SPL. 130-GR. JHP (D) RugeR BlackhaWk (4.6") 0.99 1.51 1.22

9 MM LUGER 147-GR. FMJ (T) BRoWning hi-PoWeR (4.6") 1.22 1.46 1.35

.40 S&W 180 GR. FMJ (T) S&W M&P (4.25") 1.45 2.81 2.21

.40 S&W 180 GR. JHP (D) S&W M&P (4.25") 1.93 2.63 2.31

noteS: accuRacy ReSultS WeRe oBtained By fiRing five, five-Shot gRouPS fRoM a Sand Bag ReSt uSing each load in the liSted handgun. 
the aveRage, SMalleSt and laRgeSt of thoSe five gRouPS aRe ShoWn. (the .38 SPl. load WaS teSted fRoM 1.8" and 4.6" BaRRelS.) all 
RevolveR ShotS WeRe fiRed in the Single-action Mode. aBBReviationS: fMJ (full Metal Jacket), JhP (Jacketed holloW Point).

TaurusUSA.com
TM



TABLE 3: TRAIN & DEFEND VELOCITY RESULTS
LOAD HANDGUN/BARREL LENGTH AVG. (F.P.S.) MAX. DEV. (F.P.S.) SD (F.P.S.)

.38 SPL. 130-GR. FMJ (T) S&W Model 36 (1.8") 808 59 23

.38 SPL. 130-GR. JHP (D) S&W Model 36 (1.8") 822 25 9

.38 SPL. 130-GR. FMJ (T) RugeR BlackhaWk (4.6") 921 79 30

.38 SPL. 130-GR. JHP (D) RugeR BlackhaWk (4.6") 945 45 15

9 MM 147-GR. FMJ (T) BRoWning hi-PoWeR (4.6") 1018 22 8

.40 S&W 180-GR. FMJ (T) kahR kP403n (3.6") 921 41 15

.40 S&W 180-GR. JHP (D) kahR kP403n (3.6") 962 30 9

noteS: RePoRted velocitieS WeRe eStaBliShed By fiRing 10 ShotS oveR a chRonogRaPh PoSitioned 10 ft. fRoM the handgun Muzzle.  
avg. RePReSentS the aveRage velocity, Max. dev. the MaxiMuM velocity deviation and Sd the StandaRd velocity deviation. 
teMPeRatuRe: 77° f. huMidity: 36%. aBBReviationS: fMJ (full Metal Jacket), JhP (Jacketed holloW Point).

winchester train & defend

Speed
When it comes to ammunition of any sort, speed—

velocity—matters. Whether you are of the heavy-and-
slow or light-and-fast bullet mindset, for your ammu-
nition to be accurate and for it to deliver consistent 
terminal performance, it will need to provide con-
sistent velocities. Just as importantly, if you’re trying 
to make a defensive load shoot to the same point of 
impact as a training load, you’ll also need similar if not 
exact and consistent velocities.

A chronograph easily sorts out any mystery in 
velocity. All five Winchester Train & Defend loads sub-
mitted for review were fired over a chronograph posi-
tioned 10 ft. from the muzzle. Ten shots were fired with 
each load to establish an average velocity, a maximum 
velocity deviation and a standard velocity deviation. 
The results explain the precision with which these 
loads impacted the target, and they also show how 
the point of impact between the Train & Defend loads 
remains consistent. The average variance between 

IWI US, Inc.

info@iwi.us
www.iwi .us

Winner of the 2014 
American Rifl eman  Rifl e of the Year

Balance of Power
Compact, Comfortable, Accurate.

The Tavor® SAR was developed in close cooperation 
with the Israel Defense Forces. Now available in the USA for the fi rst time, 
the TAVOR SAR features an optimized ergonomic design with short rifl e 

convenience and long rifl e accuracy. 

Balance the Power in your hands today!



the average muzzle velocities of all the Train & Defend 
loads tested was only  26 f.p.s., which is incredible 
when you consider that the maximum velocity devia-
tion in a 10-shot string for many defensive handgun 
ammunitions can be higher than 50 f.p.s.

Additionally, the average standard deviation for 
all seven loads tested out of five different handguns 
was only 15 f.p.s. I’ve chronographed a lot of handgun 
ammunition—training loads and defensive loads—and 
this level of consistency is, at best, excellent and at worst, 
uncommon. It’s clear that the engineers at Winchester 
spent time on load development, and it’s also clear that 
their ammunition assembly processes are first-rate.

Conclusion: Winchester’s Train & Defend ammuni-
tion produces extremely consistent velocities with 
individual loadings and those velocities are compara-
ble, if not indiscernible, between the Train and Defend 
loads for each chambering.

One Gun, Two Loads
What Winchester has done with the Train & Defend 

line of ammunition is something that every ammuni-
tion manufacturer may attempt to copy. If you’re going 
to carry or trust a handgun for personal protection 
you need to practice with that handgun to ensure that 

TABLE 4: AVAILABLE WINCHESTER 
TRAIN & DEFEND LOADINGS
CARTRIDGE
BULLET TYPE

BULLET WEIGHT
(GRS.)

VELOCITY
(F.P.S.)

.380 acP fMJ 95 950

.380 acP Bonded JhP 95 950

.38 SPl. fMJ 130 925

.38 SPl. Bonded JhP 130 925

9 MM lugeR fMJ 147 950

9 MM lugeR Bonded JhP 147 950

.40 S&W fMJ 180 925

.40 S&W Bonded JhP 180 925

it reliably functions with the selected load. And, when 
you practice, you should be doing so with the confi-
dence that the ammunition you will rely on in a bad 
situation will allow you to shoot to the same point of 
impact with the same recoil impulse and will deliver 
trustworthy terminal performance.

On the range and when shooting over a chrono-
graph, you could essentially mix a cylinder or maga-
zine with Winchester Train and Defend loads and your 
target or chronograph would never know the differ-
ence. It should be clear that with its Train & Defend 
line, Winchester has simplified, if not perfected, the 
defensive handgun ammunition selection process.
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ONLY YOUR MEMBERSHIP,
ONLY YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS,

ONLY YOUR VOTE ON NOVEMBER 4
CAN SAVE YOUR GUNS FROM 
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As Election Day approaches, politicians, shadowy 
political groups and the gun-ban lobby have joined 
forces and piggybacked their agendas under the 
umbrella of “gun control.” By throwing one fi rebomb 
a� er another at you and your Second Amendment-
protected rights, they seek to infl ame public opinion, 

fan the fl ames of anger and fear, and terrify voters into electing anti-gun 
politicians at every level. � e only thing that can stop them is you—your 
 membership, your contributions and your vote on Election Day.

C O V E R  S T O R Y

by W L P,  Executive Vice President

C O V E R  S T O R Y

by 

ONLY YOU CAN 
SAVE YOUR 

FIREARMS AND 
YOUR FREEDOM 

FROM THIS 
ELECTION-YEAR 
FIRESTORM OF 

BLAME.

Are you as sick and tired as I am 
of being blamed for the unspeakable 
crimes of insane killers?

Are you as fed up as I am of being 
scapegoated as a cruel, heartless, 
sel� sh or dishonest “extremist” every 
time someone commits a crime with a 
gun—simply because you believe in 
your Second Amendment-protected right 
to keep and bear arms to defend yourself 
and your family?

And are you as outraged as I am every 
time the national media exploit tragedy 
and use hysteria, hatred and � at-out lies 
to try to terrify the public into believing 
that just one more gun ban, just one 
more reduction of your ability to protect 
yourself, will somehow magically make 
you safer—when tens of thousands of 
previous gun bans have failed to do 
anything except disarm innocent victims?

The gun-ban lobby and its political 
allies have tried for decades to exploit 
tragedy to push their gun-prohibition 
agenda by blaming you, your beliefs 
and your Second Amendment-protected 
rights for every crime ever committed 
with a gun.

What’s new, different and 
uniquely dangerous today is that, in 
this critical election year, we face 

a � restorm of blame that’s more 
relentless, dishonest, lavishly funded, 
coordinated by national media outlets 
and partisan political groups and 
coming at us from more directions at 
once than ever before in the history of 
this debate.

I’ve had it with their lies and 
distortions. I’ve had it when law-abiding 
gun owners like you—who go about 
life as responsible citizens—are cast 
as the villains. And I’ve had it with their 
shameless, endless attempts to blame 
every tragedy on NRA members like you, 
and on the � rearm freedoms you cherish.

Last month, I wrote to you to recruit 
your immediate, urgent assistance. 
As executive vice president of this 
Association, I’m calling on you right 
now to help me � ght � re with � re. 

I need your help now to go on the 
offense instead of defense, and to drown 
out their campaign of arson against � rearm 
freedom with the � re hose of truth. 

I need your help—today and on 
Election Day—to shield our right to keep 
and bear arms from the fear, hatred, 
hysteria and lies that they hurl like 
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Molotov cocktails at us and at our 
freedoms after every tragedy. (Please 
see sidebar story for more on how 
you can help.)

Because if we don’t Stand and 
Fight for our � rearms and our 
freedom right now, they could be 
consumed by a � restorm the likes 
of which we have never seen in 
this country.

They Blame a California Mass 
Murder on You 
If you want to see that � restorm 
� rst-hand, just look at the horrendous 
murders committed at the University 
of California, Santa Barbara just 
before Memorial Day weekend.

In that crime, a deeply deranged 
killer with a history of mental 
problems was free to stab three 
people to death, shoot and kill three 
more victims, and injure 13 more 
innocent people, including at least 
four he hit with his car.

Mere hours after that terrible 
crime, media and others were already 
directly blaming the NRA for the 
tragedy. On cue, politicians jockeyed 
to get themselves in front of the 
cameras, where they threw countless 
grenades of their own.

From U.S. Senators Richard 
Blumenthal, D-Conn., and Dianne 
Feinstein, D-Calif., to President Barack 
Obama’s Education Secretary Arne 
Duncan and his former chief of staff, 

Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel, 
they blamed NRA members like 
you for opposing legislation that 
they claimed could have prevented 
horri� c crimes. And they offered 
equally failed and dishonest “new 
and improved” legislative cure-alls.

Meanwhile, the gun haters of 
the national media parrotted those 
in� ammatory charges over and 
over again, even going so far as to 
become overt lobbying organizations 
of their own. 

As MSNBC’s Ronan Farrow said 
of his network, “We’re urging all of 
you at home to send a post card to 
your elected of� cials ... Just head to 
our website where we’ve got a link 
to [the Michael Bloomberg anti-gun 
lobby’s] Everytown website. You can 
sign it and ... the website will identify 
who your representatives are, then 
send your message along. So far, 
540,000 people have sent more than 
2.1 million post cards, and people are 
Tweeting up a storm with the hashtag 
#NotOneMore.”

Yet while the anti-gun politicians 
assigned blame to NRA members, 
and Bloomberg’s gun-ban PR 
professional Shannon Watts went 
on TV to scare voters into electing 
anti-gun politicians, and the media 
fanned the � ames, inciting viewers 
to unleash a � restorm of feel-good 
mouse clicks, Instagrams, hashtags 
and Tweets, almost no one put blame 

where it belonged—on the killer and 
those around him who knew he was 
dangerous but refused to act.

Many people knew the Santa 
Barbara killer was dangerous! He 
was under psychiatric care. His 
parents knew about the frightening 
and hateful videos he had posted on 
YouTube. He’d been interviewed by 
police, and yet in a state that issues 
10,000 mental health psychiatric 
“holds” every month, no one thought to 
investigate further, let alone admit him 
for mental evaluation.

In his online 141-page manifesto, 
he used the word “kill” 47 times and 
fantasized that his “plan was to destroy 
the entirety of Isla Vista, and kill every 
single person in it, or at least kill as 
many popular young people I could 
before the police arrive and I’d have to 
kill myself.” This killer did everything 
except set his hair on � re and run 
through a police station shrieking that 
he was stark, raving mad—and yet no 
one lifted a � nger to stop him.

And even after his crime, almost 
none of the gun-ban mob wanted 
to talk about what had really gone 
wrong. Instead, NRA members were 
to blame for not rushing to surrender 
our Second Amendment-protected 
freedoms on the false promise that 
doing so would make us safer.

Almost no one asked how the 
killer was able to legally purchase 
his � rearms and ammunition in 
California—a state with some of the 
strictest gun laws in the nation, where 
many of the laws being offered as 
national “solutions” are already in effect.

Anti-Gun Election Push 
No—all they wanted to do was throw 
Molotov cocktails at NRA members, 
douse our right to keep and bear arms 
with the gasoline of public outrage, 
and hand burning torches to an angry 
mob that they incited to take action on 
Election Day.

Make no mistake: If this is allowed 
to continue without a forceful response 
from NRA members like you, our right 
to keep and bear arms could go up in 
� ames on Election Day. Because that’s 
exactly what they plan with the help of 
“low-information voters.”

Search for videos of those 

C O V E R  S T O R Y
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A C T  T O D A Y :“low-information voters” on the 
Internet. You’ll see there are 
millions of Americans who can’t 
name two provisions in the Bill of 
Rights, or even one justice on the 
U.S. Supreme Court.

Michael Bloomberg has vowed to 
spend $50 million this year—much 
of it through his anti-gun groups 
Everytown for Gun Safety and 
Moms Demand Action—to elect 
an anti-gun U.S. Senate this year. 

Through deceptive and 
frightening TV spots and online 
videos, Bloomberg’s groups hope 
that with enough gasoline, enough 
in� ammatory rhetoric, and enough 
help from the media endlessly 
repeating the lies and fanning the 
� ames, they can scare at least 
1 million new voters to the polls 
on Election Day.

That’s why I wrote to you last 
month, and why I need you to take 
urgent, immediate action today.

To thank you for your NRA leadership in this all-or-nothing election, we’ve applied a special creditspecial credit to your membership special credit to your membership special creditspecial credit to your membership special credit
account!  No matter what your current membership level, you’re eligible to use this credit to renew or upgrade your 
membership.  And, you’ll receive a special NRA giftyou’ll receive a special NRA gift to thank you for acting today.you’ll receive a special NRA gift to thank you for acting today.you’ll receive a special NRA gift to thank you for acting today.

Use the special credit we’ve applied to YOUR 
membership account – and get a FREE gift!

HELP DEFEAT OBAMA NOW!

VIEW YOUR ACCOUNT CREDIT INSTANTLY –  
AND SEE THE GIFTS WE’VE RESERVED FOR YOU!

Visit www.NRA.org/accountservices
Use your NRA membership ID to log in.

Or, call Toll-Free, 

1-(855) 672-2019
to redeem your credit by phone:

#8XNGVI ***********5-DIGIT 22030
#0790156789012345#F 12/2014  
JOHN DOE
123 Sample Street
CITY, ST  12345-1234

5678901234
Your Member ID 
can be found on can be found on 
your magazine your magazine 
label:

“Bullet” Pen, Oxbone Knife & Camo Gear Bag“Bullet” Pen, Oxbone Knife & Camo Gear Bag“Bullet” Pen, Oxbone Knife & Camo Gear Bag“Bullet” Pen, Oxbone Knife & Camo Gear Bag
offered for annual memberships.  offered for annual memberships.  offered for annual memberships.  offered for annual memberships.  

Black Tactical BriefcaseBlack Tactical Briefcase offer  offer 
for Life Membership upgrades.for Life Membership upgrades.for Life Membership upgrades.

1. Renew or upgrade your NRA membership now. The only thing politicians 
respect is numbers and voters. If we’re to save the Second Amendment from the 
� restorm that’s building day by day, we need the NRA to be bigger, stronger and 
more capable of reaching American gun owners than ever before.

2. Contribute your time, your efforts and your money to the NRA, the 
NRA Institute for Legislative Action and the NRA Political Victory 
Fund. Fact is, political communications cost money. And with the NRA being 
outspent in this election cycle by more than 2-1 by Michael Bloomberg alone, we 
need all the � nancial ammunition we can get to combat the anti-gun lobby’s lies 
with the truth.

3. Get registered to vote and help your friends and family get 
registered. Become an activist to protect your � rearms and your freedom. 
Get everyone you know who cares about freedom to join the � ght to protect it. 
And on Election Day, Nov. 4, remember those 1 million new anti-gun 
“low-information voters”—and then vote to defeat them and defend 
your freedom.

Your NRA membership, your contributions and your vote on Election Day 
are all that stand between your � rearm freedoms and the � restorm of blame that 
threatens to consume them. Don’t let the light of liberty burn out on our watch. 
Together, we can still preserve our freedoms for generations to come. 
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Bill Ruger’s Red LabelAn American Classic Reborn
Photo by author
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n 1977, a BMW 320i cost 
$7,990. The average home 
was $49,000 and a gallon 

of gas was 65 cents. The Apple 
IIe personal computer made 
its debut for $1,398, and Sturm, 
Ruger & Co. unveiled its Red 
Label over-under shotgun at the 
NRA Annual Meetings & Exhibits 
for $480.

Much has changed since then.

Red Label, Looking Back
From 1977 to 2011, the Red 

Label was the American-made 
over-under. Some loved it for 
its mechanical robustness and 
stock dimensions—reminiscent of 
Golden Age American classics—
while others bought it to avoid 
being caught a� eld shooting a 
Japanese or Italian gun. There are 
also those who didn’t like the Red 
Label for the same reasons, citing 
clunkiness, a stock design more 
be� tting of ri� emen and poor 
wood-to-metal � nish. Whatever 
your opinion, the gun performed 
the way Bill Ruger designed it; 

the way all Rugers did. The com-
pany’s � rst and by far most popu-
lar shotgun was the epitome of 
Ruger’s style, a style that’s famous 
for function over form. That style 
is � nally changing, as evidenced 
by the company’s cutting-edge 
polymer LC-series pistols, its 
American ri� e and now, the 
rebirth of the Red Label.

For the majority of its 75 
years Ruger engineered robust 
steel guns designed to last 
indefinitely. Its manufacturing 
technique of casting the Red 
Label’s receiver from two pieces 
and welding them together won 
awards for innovation at that 
time. Perhaps its trigger didn’t 
inspire poetry, and maybe its 
lines more closely favored John 
Deere than a 1977 Olivia Newton 
John, but that was fine with 
Ruger, because he realized that 
many Americans have little use 
for a leathery two-seater with 
no trunk. For more than three 
decades, the Red Label held 
steadfastly to its working-man’s 
shotgun niche.

In case you didn’t notice, the American-made Red Label 
over-under shotgun, the apple of Bill Ruger’s eye, was 
unceremoniously dropped from the company catalog. It’s back 
now, completely re-engineered and more affordable than ever. 
And it’s still made here in the United States.

BY JEFF JOHNSTON, Field Editor

An American Classic Reborn

n 1977, a BMW 320i cost 
$7,990. The average home 

I

AMERICANRIFLEMAN.ORG/REDLABEL
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THE RED LABEL REBORN

Problem is, customers who prefer 
pragmatism to aestheticism tend 
to also be money-conscious. With 
the early 21st century’s rising labor 
costs, the shotgun’s hand-� tted 
stock and action, two painstakingly 
regulated barrels and more parts 
than any piece in its catalog, the Red 
Label simply became too expen-
sive to produce in its Newport, N.H., 
facility and remain competitive in 
the foreign-dominated market. The 
icon’s tomb slid shut as its price rose 
steadily in the face of a � agging 
economy. By 2011 a Red Label cost a 
bird-hunting man more than $2,000. 
What spare cash folks had for guns 
went to semi-automatic ri� es and 
handguns—not to yesteryear’s bird 
gun—and so the all-American over-
under with the � aming red Ruger 
logo was relegated to the large heap 
of guns that history forgot. More on 
the logo later.

Rising From the Ashes
Ironically, the same tactical sales 

boom that buried the Red Label 
has resurrected it, because 2011, 
’12 and ’13 brought windfall years 
to Ruger after it reinvented itself. 
“Our earnings nearly doubled from 
the � rst quarter of 2011, driven by 
the 49 percent growth in sales and 
our ongoing focus on continuous 
improvement in our operations,” 
wrote Ruger CEO Mike Fifer in a 
2012 � rst quarter report. In fact, 
2011-12 was so prosperous that 

Ruger became the � rst commercial 
gun company to build and ship 
more than 1 million guns in one year 
during its “Million Gun Challenge” 
that resulted in $1,253,700 donated 
to NRA. Surplus funds enabled Fifer 
to hire new engineers and market-
ers—and buy machinery—so the 
company could refocus on de� cient 
areas in its product line. He hired 
Dwight Potter (of Browning’s edgy 
Cynergy project) whose mission 
was to not redesign the Red Label 
but to re-engineer it. 

“Engineers looked at every 
single part of the gun, and if there 
was a better way to make its manu-
facture more ef� cient they rede-
signed that part or came up with 
another way to do it,” said Ruger 
Hunting Product Manager Craig 
Cushman. (Cushman was recently 
hired away from Smith & Wesson.) 

So in 2013, Ruger of� cially re-
launched the Red Label 12 gauge, 
with some manufacturing changes 

that allowed it to be made, once 
again, affordably and in Newport. 
It’s also gained subtle changes that 
Ruger says lend it more liveliness, 
all while still offering features that 
American hunters tend to like. 
Unlike the original release of the 
Red Label that broke tradition by 
introducing the 20 gauge � rst, the 
new model made its debut in 12 
gauge, likely due to that platform’s 
broader appeal. Cushman says that 
while there is no de� nite date, the 
20 gauge will happen—a claim I 
know to be true since I’ve shot it. 
But before we talk about the future, 
let’s review what’s currently avail-
able. After all, theory is great, but 
in reality how many parts can an 
engineer redesign to make the gun 
less expensive to produce without 
cheapening it?

What follows is a rundown of what 
Ruger did differently with the new 
Red Label, how it did it, and whether 
it accomplished its design goals.

Photos by Forrest MacCormack
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Today’s Red Label, Defined
In essence, the 12-ga. Red Label 

is a 7-lb., 8-oz., boxlock over- 
under with a steel receiver,  
3" chambers, single-selective 
trigger, automatic safety, screw-
in choke tubes and a semi-pistol 
grip stock of American walnut. The 
fore-end is attached via a Deeley & 
Edge-style latch and is very trim, 
which I believe wingshooters ben-
efit from because it allows the face, 
hands and eye the closest possible 
contact with the bore line.

The brushed-finish receiver 
is cast from stainless steel then 
machined in a CNC center. What 
results is a monolithic gun part 
that is not only produced much 
faster than with more traditional 
methods, but is so accurate 
from receiver to receiver that no 
handfitting is required to ensure 
precise lockup to the monobloc. 

This is the key to cost savings.
The CNC process shaves the 

comma-shaped trunnions and cut-
outs in the breechface, through which 
a bifurcated, wedge-shaped locking 
bolt protrudes to bite bolting lugs 

RUGER RED LABEL
MANUFACTURER: Sturm, ruger & 

Co., InC. (Dept. Ar); 411 SunApee 
St., newport, nH 03773; 
(603) 865-2442; ruger.Com

ACTION TYPE: boxloCk, over-unDer 
SHotgun 

GAUGE: 12, 3" 
TRIGGER: SIngle-SeleCtIve, meCHAnICAl: 

6-lb., 5-oz. pull, top bArrel; 
5-lb., 4-oz. pull, bottom bArrel

BARREL: 26" (teSteD), 28", 30"; 
SCrew-In CHokeS

SIGHTS: 0.335" ventIlAteD rIb, brASS beAD

STOCK: AmerICAn wAlnut: lengtH of 
pull, 14"; Drop At Comb, 11⁄2"; Drop 
At Heel, 21⁄2"

OVERALL LENGTH: 43"
WEIGHT: 7 lbS., 5 ozS.
METAL FINISH: bruSHeD Steel reCeIver, 

trIgger, loCkIng lever; blueD bArrel, 
trIgger guArD, SAfety 

ACCESSORIES: fIve brIley CHoke tubeS  
(Sk, Sk, IC, m, f); wrenCH, owner’S 
mAnuAl, loCk, fItteD nylon CASe

SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE: $1,300

SHOOTING RESULTS
 AverAge of 10 pAtternS

9     26

62     86

70     75

8     20

moDIfIeD

tube

32     22

117     101

52     42

10     7

moDIfIeD

tube

= poInt of HolD

feDerAl 12 gA., 23⁄4", 11⁄8 ozS., no. 8, 
AverAge pellet Count: 455
meASureD veloCIty @ 3 ft.:

1145 f.p.S. 

totAl HItS (top bArrel) 356  (78%)
21" Inner CIrCle 293  (64%)
30" outer rIng 63  (14%)

totAl HItS (bottom bArrel) 383  (84%)
21" Inner CIrCle 312  (69%)
30" outer rIng 71  (15%)

The Red Label’s monobloc is cast, 
machined and silver-brazed to the 
barrels. Triangular cams on each 
side fit to slots in the receiver to 
provide anchor points for the auto-
matic ejectors. The ejectors’ sears 
are actuated by fore-end leverage 
as the gun is opened. If a shell is 
not fired, the ejector for that barrel 
simply functions as an extractor 
and partially withdraws it.

The new Red Label greatly resem-
bles its predecessor—aside from 
the rearward-slanting receiver con-
tour—but has redesigned compo-
nents mounted to a new, one-piece 
receiver casting (l.) that is CNC-
machined to exacting tolerances.

continued on p. 80



NRA members take a spin at the 143RD NRA 
Annual Meetings & Exhibits in Indianapolis. 
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The 2014 NRA Annual Meetings 
& Exhibits o�  cially opened as 
NRA President Jim Porter wel-

comed the crowd ready for three days 
of family fun and celebrating freedom 
with these words: “Nine acres of guns 
and gear … are you ready?” 

Porter, together with o�  cial spon-
sor MidwayUSA’s Larry and Brenda 
Potter� eld and their granddaughter, 
helped cut the ribbon to o�  cially 
open the Exhibit Hall (below). “If you 
are a friend, then become a member,” 
said Porter. “Get your family to join, 

get your kids to join.” � is emphasis 
on involving family in the love of the 
Second Amendment was a recurring 
theme throughout the weekend. 

Within minutes, the Indiana 
Convention Center was alive with 
excitement as thousands of members 

 The Race  to 
Freedom
Text and photos by NRA Sta� 

 The Race  to

From Left: NRA Executive Director of General Operations Kyle Weaver, NRA Second Vice President Pete Brownell, NRA Treasurer Wilson Phillips, 
NRA President Jim Porter (center), official sponsor MidwayUSA’s Brenda and Larry Potterfield and their granddaughter Eliza, as well as NRA First 
Vice President Allan Cors and NRA Secretary Edward Land, were among those present to cut the ribbon officially opening the Exhibit Hall.
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� lled the Exhibit Hall. With more than 
600 exhibitors, educational seminars, 
celebrities and special NRA events, there 
was plenty to keep them entertained and 
informed.

� e association’s business was 
conducted at the NRA Annual Meet-
ing of Members. NRA Executive Vice 
President Wayne LaPierre and ILA 
Executive Director Chris Cox advised 
the members about billionaire anti-
gunner Michael Bloomberg’s latest 
threat to our gun rights.

“As NRA members ... as good guys 
who still believe in what this country 
must stand for, we will stand together 
and � ght for all of our values, all of our 
freedoms!” LaPierre declared.

“� e 5 million members of the NRA 
will not allow Michael Bloomberg to lie 

his way, buy his way, or bully his way 
into taking away our Second Amend-
ment rights!” Cox promised.

From one-of-a-kind hunting trips 
to Magnum, P.I.’s Colt1911, there was 
no shortage of interesting items up for 
bid at the National NRA Foundation 
Banquet and Auction, the NRA-ILA 
Dinner and Auction, and the NRA 
Women’s Leadership Forum Luncheon 
and Auction. Country music fans were 
excited to hear Joe Nichols play at the 
NRA Country Jam and Sara Evans 
opened for the legendary ALABAMA 
at the Stand and Fight Rally.

With more than 75,000 attendees, 
the 143rd NRA Annual Meetings & 
Exhibits was a high-octane hit. Make 
plans now to join us in Nashville, 
Tenn., next year!

LtCol Oliver NorthGov. Sarah Palin

Lucas Oil Stadium also hosted thou-
sands of NRA members who gathered 
for the Stand and Fight Rally, headlined 
by speeches and music in the name of 
defending our right to keep and bear arms. 
The packed house was electric from the 
opening prayer by Rev. Franklin Graham, to 
the last notes of ALABAMA’s legendary gui-
tars. In between, they heard speeches from 
former Alaska governor Sarah Palin and 
LtCol Oliver North, as well as additional 
music from country star Sara Evans.

Palin roused the house with a call to 
action against anti-Second Amendment 
forces: “There’s an awakening all across 
this great land. It’s building against this 
assault on our rights, our values, our 
traditions … We don’t need a fundamen-
tal transformation of America. We need 
a fundamental restoration of America. 
All that is good and free and safe and 
secure.”

North likewise o� ered an impas-
sioned defense of our right to keep 
and bear arms, while making clear the 
dangers we face from those who seek to 
curtail those rights.

The legendary No. 3 car, spon-
sored by Bass Pro Shops, was 
on display in the Convention 
Center lobby.
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One can’t-miss event is the Pyramyd Air Air Gun Range. Because air 
guns can be safely � red indoors, it’s the one chance that many show 
attendees have to get some trigger time with their families during 
the Meetings. “Each of our 25 � ring stations has a range safety 
o�  cer, so there’s one-on-one attention for each shooter,” reported 
Daniel Subia, NRA National Coach Trainer (Ri� e). “We have all kinds 
of di� erent air guns, from break-action .177-calibers to .45-calibers 
to PCP ri� es … anything you might want to try.” At only $1 per � ve 
shots, this attraction drew thousands over the course of the show.

“Got guns?” The NRA Foundation’s Wall of Guns was a huge draw again this year and 
raised well over $100,000 for the future of the shooting sports. Sponsored by Cabela’s, 
Kel-Tec and Daniel Defense, and built by Legacy Quest Outdoors, the wall boasted 
nearly 80 � rearms showcasing the latest manufacturer models. A $20 ra�  e ticket 
bought a 1-in-100 chance, and 81 lucky winners walked away with their choice of � re-
arm. The new Century International Arms Draw of the Century Package gave purchas-
ers even more chances to win guns. Luckily, one didn’t even have to be present to win.

One of the best things 
about meeting Kim Rhode 
is to discover just how 
down-to-earth and kind 
this � ve-time Olympic 
medalist is in person. “For 
me, it’s all about spreading 
the love for this sport to the 
next generation,” Rhode is 
famous for saying. It’s part 
of why she generously 
donated her time to events 
like this one … and why 
she cheerfully encourages 
her young fans to try on her 
many medals. 

XS Sight Systems, a premium manufac-
turer of tritium night sights, added a 
new dimension of fun with a free photo 
booth. Marketing Manager Stephanie 
Pastusek remembered how she came up 
with the idea. “We were getting ready for 
this show, and I thought, ‘How can we 
get everyone excited and involved?’” The 
answer came to her: Since the booth itself 
has a dark room (so you can see the night 
sights), why not set up a photo booth? 
Pastusek stocked the booth with fun 
props, bringing visitors in droves. “We’ll 
de� nitely do it again next year,” she said.

▲

▲

▲

▲
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Showgoers � ocked to the NRAstore, the 
only place to peruse o�  cial NRA mer-
chandise to � nd that perfect souvenir.

As visitors � ocked to the booths of their 
favorite manufacturers, they discovered that 
many were o� ering chances to win guns. 
The National High School Rodeo Associa-
tion (NHSRA) o� ered the chance to win a 
custom Weatherby Mark V ri� e in .300 Wby. 
Mag. The ri� e, valued at $14,000, features 
the NHSRA logo and comes topped with a 
Leupold ri� escope donated by Leupold & 
Stevens, Inc., with the winner being drawn 
during the National High School Finals 
Rodeo, July 13-19. Rock River Arms will soon 
be releasing a new ri� e, and challenged 
attendees to get creative by helping them 
name it. The winner will keep one for his 
or her own. Galco Gunleather o� ered the 
chance to win a $500 shopping spree, and 
Hornady Manufacturing did the same for its 
new RAPiD safe … all the more reason show 
attendees made sure to take their time 
strolling the Exhibit Hall, visiting as many 
booths as possible.

Since 2011, NRA Youth Programs, 
together with participating shooting-
sports organizations like the Boy Scouts 
of America, Venturing, the National 
High School Rodeo Association (NHSRA) 
and Royal Rangers, has hosted the NRA 
Sports Youth Day on the last day of the 
NRA Annual Meetings. “It’s a fun, activity-
based experience for kids to come and 
participate, while they learn more about 
the shooting sports,” said Claudia Olsen, 
NRA Youth Programs manager.

Kids up to 18 years old, along with their 
parents or chaperones, were invited to 
attend this free event, featuring an Airsoft 
3-Gun challenge; face painting; a “living 
statue” dressed in Revolutionary War cloth-
ing; a mock campsite; wildlife identi� ca-
tion challenge; magnetic � shing (always 
popular with the youngest kids); barrel 
racing with stick horses; cattle-roping 
tutorials courtesy of the NHSRA (with a 
dummy “cow,” naturally); and more.

▲
▲

▲

The 8th Annual Women’s Leadership 
Forum Luncheon and Auction was a great 
success, raising more than $1 million 
to fund programs to advance women’s 
participation in hunting and the shooting 
sports. Emmy and Golden Globe award-
winning actor Tom Selleck gave the 
keynote address. Selleck, an NRA Board 
member, is well-known for his “Magnum, 
P.I.” series. Selleck also donated a number 
of items from the series for the auction, 
including the “Pepsi watch,” a Rolex that 
his Magnum character wore on the show, 
and a Colt 1911 prop gun that he carried.

The � rst annual NRA Women’s 
Leadership Forum Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award was presented to Brenda 
Potter� eld of MidwayUSA for her exem-
plary service in support of the Second 
Amendment.

▲
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More than 300 folks attended a “Methods 
of Concealed Carry” seminar hosted by 
Tom Marx, a former Chicago police o�  cer, 
gun writer and renowned instructor on 
� rearm concealment. This four-hour lec-
ture and demonstration regarding proper 
techniques for carrying di� erent types of 
guns, holsters and ammunition focused on 
how to avoid the biggest mistakes made 
by � rst-time concealed-carry users. Proper 
holster selection, said Marx, is key. “I pro-
vide people with guidelines and urge them 
to look at things like their daily routine, 
their body type and their clothing in order 
to see the bigger picture.”

Seminars also o� ered plenty of focus 
on the hunting lifestyle. One highlight 
was wild-game-cookbook authors and 
stars of Trijicon’s “The Hunt,” Scott and 
Ti� any Haugen, o� ering their tips to 
maximize the � avor of game with “Wild 
Game Cooking: From Field to Table.” 

Another crowd-pleaser was “Puppy 
to Professional: Dog Training and 
Handling” with Cabela’s pro staff dog 
trainer and founder of Quinebaug 
Kennels in Connecticut. The seminar 
discussed how to select the proper 

breed and breeder, covering important 
puppy basics before getting into detail 
on different drills and lessons, and 
advanced training techniques.

Another of the many seminars at the 
Meetings was “3-Gun 101,” a quick syn-
opsis of the exciting and growing sport of 
3-Gun. Travis Gibson, a competitive 3-Gun 
shooter, was brought in by Cabela’s to 
give attendees an overview of the sport. A 
roomful of folks ranging from new shoot-
ers to experienced 3-gunners looking to 
pick up tips gathered to hear Gibson’s 
talk, getting a rough idea of what a 3-gun 
course of � re looks like in local, regional 
and national matches, as well as tips on 
where to � nd matches, what type of gear 
is needed and how matches are scored.

The author of the just-released “The 
Americans on D-Day: A Photographic 
History of the Normandy Invasion,” 
historian and “American Ri� eman Televi-
sion” Field Editor Martin K. A. Morgan, 
delivered three presentations over the 
course of the weekend. Morgan packed 
the room for each of his talks: “The Men 
& Guns of the Battle of the Bulge,” 
“U.S. M16: A Half Century of America’s 

Combat Ri� e” and “The Forgotten 
Guns of D-Day.” And these were not 
some dry lectures; Morgan built in images 
of the guns and stories of heroic deeds of 
American soldiers from the beaches and 
hedgerows of Normandy to the frozen 
foxholes in Bastogne. In his talk on the 
M16, he chronicled the “black ri� e’s” 
development and early problems, and 
covered how it went from a ri� e with 
a bad reputation to America’s longest-
serving standard infantry ri� e. 

If you know anything about NRA’s 
Refuse To Be A Victim program, then you 
know it’s an essential part of your self-
protection toolbox. Interestingly, Refuse is 
one of the few non-� rearm related classes 
taught by the NRA, but it always packs a 
room—and this year was no exception. 
The seminar teaches you where to park, 
where to walk, how to handle your Inter-
net experiences and burglar-proof your 
home—all those little things that will make 
you just a little safer with every step you 
take. A perennial favorite at the Meetings 
since its inception 21 years ago, Refuse To 
Be A Victim is a four-hour investment in 
living a more secure and protected life.

One can meet all sorts of interesting people at the NRA Annual 
Meetings, and one of the most special was Elizabeth Ann 
Staehler from Spring, Texas. It has been long-standing tradition 
during the Annual Meeting of Members to identify both the 
oldest and youngest Life members in attendance, and at just 
two months, the young lady from Texas earned such recogni-
tion. “She’s a little quiet right now,” said father Matt, “but she 
thanks you for a memory that will last a lifetime.”  

The oldest Life member was Morey Aedlemann of 
Richmond, Ind. “You better not have made a mistake, I’m 
not walking all the way up there for nothing,” he joked as 
he took the stage. Spry for a man of 88, Aedlemann arrived 
at the microphone with a smile on his face and a story to 
share. “I just hunted in Africa last September, so I still have 
the will to hunt. The main thing for me is that I got a great 
wife, Sheighla. The best thing that you can acquire in life is a 
great wife. If I can’t take her, then I don’t go.”

▲

▲



57AUGUST 2014 AMERICAN RIFLEMAN

Lucas Oil Stadium was the scene of the riveting NRA-ILA Leadership Forum. Attend-
ees listened to speakers including Executive Vice President Wayne LaPierre, NRA-
ILA Executive Director Chris Cox, Indiana Gov. Mike Pence, and Indianapolis Colts 
placekicker and four-time Super Bowl champion Adam Vinatieri. Speakers extolled 
the virtues of the Second Amendment and the importance of vigilant defense of the 
Right to Keep and Bear Arms.

Pence noted that “Indiana is a state that works, because Indiana believes in free-
dom.” He later assailed those who would abridge that freedom via onerous anti-gun 
legislation, stating: “Firearms in the hands of law-abiding citizens do not increase crime, 
they help � ght crime.”

Wayne LaPierre Chris Cox

Energetic NRA members packed the house 
for NRA Country Jam IV. Silhouetted against 
the NRA Country Jam logo, artists Joe 
Nichols and Jerrod Niemann performed 
hit songs to a sold-out crowd. The event 
was presented by Bushnell and the Folds of 
Honor Foundation, a charity that assists the 
families of fallen soldiers.

Nichols took a moment to thank mili-
tary members and their families, and NRA 
members, before launching into his closing 
number. The NRA Country lifestyle is 
powered by pride, love of country, respect 
for the military and our responsibility to 
protect our great American way of life. It 
celebrates those values with concerts and 
events bene� tting military and veteran 
services organizations, � rst responders, 
conservation organizations, � rearm safety 
programs, and local charities making a dif-
ference in their communities.

▲

▲

More than 700 people were in attendance at the 8th annual NRA-ILA Dinner and 
Auction, held in the in� eld of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. Various � rearms, 
artwork, hunts, optics and trips were auctioned o�  including a Beretta SO10 shotgun, 
a custom Jerry Fisk Damascus knife donated by Knife Rights and an original painting 
from John Seerey-Lester. One hundred percent of the proceeds from this event went 
toward protecting our � rearm freedom and hunting heritage. 

▲
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The National Prayer Breakfast has become 
a signature event of the NRA weekend, and 
that was clearly evident when more than 
1,000 early risers gathered for worship. The 
program, sponsored by Trijicon and Univer-
sal Coin & Bullion, was heartfelt with much 
focus on the role of fathers, following in the 
example of the Heavenly Father. After NRA 
Director Joe DeBergalis led the invocation, 
fellow director and tireless Prayer Breakfast 
advocate Susan Howard welcomed every-
one and remembered the pivotal work of 
former NRA President Joe Foss in launching 
the event. The morning’s host was Dr. Tim 
Clinton, a Christian counselor who is the 
founder of an exciting new event, Wild� re 

Weekend, which brings men and boys together for devotion and fun in the outdoors.
Chief speaker Dr. Franklin Graham, now the leader of his father’s Billy Graham Evan-

gelistic Association, preached to the rapt crowd, concluding with a wrap-up familiar to 
anyone who’s ever heard either of the Grahams preach—a prayer for salvation.

The National NRA Foundation Banquet 
raised more than $500,000 to support 
America’s shooting sports traditions thanks 
to the support of passionate attendees and 
donors including Henry Ri� es, Ruger and 
Baron Technology. Wayne LaPierre greeted 
the nearly 2,000 attendees with an a�  rma-
tion: “We Americans have a way of life no 
other people or nation has been able to 
duplicate. That’s because no one else has 
the freedom we have, because no one else 
has our Constitution and Bill of Rights.” 
Friends of NRA’s Volunteers of the Year 
were honored and the crowd also heard 
from NRA Board member Gen. Leroy Sisco, 
Henry Ri� es President Anthony Imperato, 
and executives from event sponsors 
Cabela’s, Universal Coin & Bullion and 
Kimber. Guests played ra�  es and games, 
as well as bid on a live auction featuring 
guns, guitars signed by Ted Nugent, hunts 
and a Custom Diamondback and Taurus 
� shing boat.

A perennial favorite, Eddie Eagle passed 
his gun safety message to NRA’s young-
est members: “If you see a gun: Stop! 
Don’t touch. Leave the area. Tell an 
adult.”

▲
▲

▲
Champions of the outdoor lifestyle were 
everywhere in the Exhibit Hall, ready to 
greet their fans. The Sportsman Channel 
booth featured “Pig Man,” also known 
as Brian Quaca (pictured above). “I love 
being here,” he said. “What’s great about 
the Meetings is the number of children 
and how the manufacturers in this 
community are supporting these kids.” 
Of course, he wasn’t the only celebrity 
present; the booth also hosted Sports-
man Channel’s stars Matt Hughes, Andy 
Ross, Mike Schoby and Cam Edwards of 
NRA News. 

▲
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Now that you have your AR 
and know how to maintain 
and handle it safely, it’s time 
to find out how to hit your 
target. First, let’s get on paper, 
then we’ll work on a drill 
designed to help you become 
proficient with your rifle. 

BY SGT./MAJ. KYLE E. LAMB, 
U.S. Army (Ret.)

AR 101
Hitting Your Target

Photos by Lukas Lamb
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n the � rst installment of this AR 101 
series, “Getting Started” (April 2014, 
p. 70), I discussed how you should pre-
pare your carbine for a session at the 
range, including maintenance proce-

dures and proper loading techniques, along 
with how to get into the prone position.

Now that you have some basic familiarity 
with manipulating and handling the ri� e, it’s 
time to learn how to zero it, so that you can 
effectively hit the target. I’ll also cover how to 
shoot from the standing position.

Zeroing Procedures
Before you start sighting in, ensure that 

you have a solid, repeatable shooting posi-
tion. While it is best to zero from the prone 
position or off a bench, I usually zero my 
carbine from a � eld position without the aid 
of sandbags or a bench, as that more real-
istically approximates how I would shoot in 
the � eld. Either way, stability is paramount 
when zeroing, and benches and sandbags 
certainly help, I would just recommend that 
if you utilize support, always con� rm your 
zero from � eld-shooting positions.

A solid shooting position should allow you 
to be relaxed throughout the process. Your 
goal is to shoot tight groups. Without them 
you really cannot make accurate sight adjust-
ments. I shoot a minimum of � ve rounds 
per group and, to keep them tight, I have to 
have a good, natural point of aim and a slow, 
consistent trigger squeeze, all the while 

Zeroing your ri� e is necessary to ensure 
that your point of aim and point of impact 
coincide. A solid shooting position, controlled 
breathing and consistent trigger pull will keep 
groups tight throughout the process.

n the � rst installment of this AR 101 
series, “Getting Started” (April 2014, 
p. 70), I discussed how you should pre-
pare your carbine for a session at the 
range, including maintenance proce-
I
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watching my breathing. During the zero process, take 
a large breath and slowly release that air until you hit 
the natural respiratory pause. As you are releasing, you 
can start to prep your trigger, but do not press through 
until you feel your breathing stop for a partial second. 
If at this point the round does not � re, do not release 
the trigger. Just take another breath and start over; this 
time the round will � re. An important part of the shot 
is follow-through, meaning that you should watch your 
sights lift from the target as the ri� e recoils. If you can 
see the same clear sight picture as each round � res, the 
shots will group. Once you have a group, simply measure 
the horizontal and vertical distances between point-of-
aim (where you wanted to hit) and point-of-impact (the 
center of the group) and make the appropriate adjust-
ments to the sight system you are using. Then, shoot 
another group and repeat this process until your rounds 
are impacting right on the point-of-aim.

Understanding Trajectory
If, like me, you honed your AR skills in the military, 

you might be accustomed to a 25-yd., or 25-meter, 
zero range. That is a relatively standard procedure, but 
it doesn’t prepare you to engage targets at varying 
distances. In the military, the targets used for quali� ca-
tion are E-type silhouettes that are 39" tall and around 
19" wide, leaving plenty of room for error. For smaller 
targets, you might want to change your zero distance.

As with the amount of accessories available for the 
AR, there is also an abundance of ideas as to where 
you should zero your carbine. Being a professional 
trainer I will tell you that the overall best results come 
with a 50- or 100-yd. zero, and it all has to do with 
trajectory. Without addressing the light, heavy, hot, 
or subsonic loadings, most standard .223 Rem. and 
5.56x45 mm NATO loads follow a similar � ight path 
out to 200 yds. Beyond 200 signi� cant differences can 
emerge, but for now let’s worry about what happens 
between 1 and 200 yds.

Using Hornady 55- and 70-gr. GMX loads for 
comparison, we can demonstrate how zero distances 
can affect trajectory. (This data is courtesy of Jeremy 
Millard, one of Hornady’s ballisticians.) With the 55-gr. 
bullet traveling at 3131 f.p.s. from my 16" barrel, if I 
choose to zero at 100 yds. I will be 0.7" low at 50; and 
2.2" low at 200 yds. There’s not much to think about 
here since you will be within 2.5" of your point-of-aim 

out to 200. With the same ammunition zeroed at 
50 yds., you will be 1.5" high at 100 yds. and 0.8" high 
at 200, with your second zero being at 215 yds. Once 
again, there’s not much to worry about with regard to 
hitting your target given these numbers.

With the 70-gr. GMX load at a velocity of 2715 f.p.s. 
from a 16" barrel there is a little more to think about. If 
you zero with this load at 100 yds. you will be 0.6" low 
at 50 yds. and 3.3" low at 200 yds. Not signi� cant, but 
more variance than the 55-gr. ammunition. If you zero 
at 50 yds. with the 70-gr. bullet you will be 1.2" high 
at 100 and 0.9" low at 200 yds. with your second zero 
coming around 180 yds. 

As you can see, it is important to have a basic 
understanding of the � ight path of your chosen bullet. 
That knowledge takes the guess-work out of shoot-
ing and can greatly improve your accuracy at any 
distance. We’ve also demonstrated the importance of 
selecting the correct ammunition for your platform. 
Bullet weight, barrel length and the ri� ing’s twist rate 
all affect how a cartridge performs in your speci� c 
ri� e. Shop around and � nd a load that works for you.

Finally, let me answer a question commonly asked 
by AR beginners regarding 5.56x45 mm NATO versus 
.223 Rem. ammunition. If you have a 5.56-marked bar-
rel you can safely shoot both 5.56x45 mm NATO and 
.223 Rem. ammunition. If you have a barrel marked 
.223, I would avoid the use of 5.56 mm ammunition. 
More than likely it won’t be an issue, but, if it is a 
particularly hot day at the range, you may experience 
problems related to elevated pressure levels. It’s best 
to avoid such by using the correct loads.

Standing Position
Now that you are able to lock in a stable prone posi-

tion and understand the zeroing procedure, let’s talk 
about the standing position. The most common prob-
lem with new and old shooters when it comes to the 
standing position is squaring too much to the target. 
For years, many law enforcement and military trainers 
pushed shooters to stand square to the target while 

In preparation for shooting from the standing position, it’s 
a good idea to practice transitioning the ri� e up from the 
“low-ready” (opposite). To build muscle memory, hold the 
ri� e on target, lower it down, and then raise it back up. 
Concentrate especially on quick, natural sight alignment. 

Flight Paths Of Hornady 55-gr. GMX Bullet
USING TWO DIFFERENT ZEROES
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shooting from the standing position. This technique 
was developed for shooters wearing body armor and 
premised on the idea that they should present their 
protected front to a threat, rather than an unarmored 
side. While there may be some sound arguments for 
the squared-up position, it is not ideal from a stability or 
biomechanical perspective. First, you naturally put your 
weight on your heels or, at a minimum, stand � atfooted, 
not a good place to be if you plan to shoot more than 
one round. Secondly, the support hand is forced to 
extend farther than is natural, increasing muscle fatigue 
and working against muzzle stability. It is really dif� cult 
to be aggressive standing � atfooted in a square stance.

I prefer to have shooters get into a natural � ghter’s 
stance, as though you were planning to � st � ght. If you 
don’t understand this statement, watch the next MMA 
� ght that comes on a sports channel and you will see 
the best examples. Once you assume this aggressive 
stance, place most of your weight on the front foot, or 
your support-side foot. There are several reasons for 
doing this. With your weight forward you will be able to 

better control recoil without being pushed back onto 
your heels, you will also be able to move the carbine 
quickly onto the target and to any follow-on targets. 

Along with the bladed � ghting stance, I push my 
support hand comfortably forward to get a good grip 
on the fore-end portion of the ri� e. Commonly folks 
will grab the front of the magazine well to hold the 
carbine, but that technique does not allow for power 
to control recoil or move the ri� e. It also compromises 
secure retention of the ri� e for those who plan to use it 
for military or police work. Having a close grip takes 
the power away from the shooter, and that is the last 
thing we want to do. We want to stay in control.

I discussed correct stock length in the � rst article 
of this series, so con� rm that you have the proper � t 
for a strong standing position. As you push the carbine 
up on target you want to have the sights stop perfectly 
aligned between your shooting eye and the intended 
target. This takes some practice, you can dry � re to 
build muscle memory from the standing position. You 
don’t want to raise the ri� e to the target, then drop 
your head into position. This is a time-wasting move-
ment that isn’t needed. It also makes it hard to con-
sistently establish the same sight picture. To practice, 
get on target with the sights and then lower the ri� e, 
maintaining your focus on the target. Do not move 
your head. Now raise the ri� e again, allowing it to stop 
as it becomes perfectly aligned with your eye and the 
target. Repeat this process until it is second-nature. 

Use Your Safety
The safety on your ri� e should be engaged every 

time you come off target. If you don’t have sights on 
a target your � nger should be off the trigger and the 
safety should be in the “ON” position. A sure� re mark 
of an inexperienced AR shooter is one who doesn’t 
religiously engage the safety. This is a must! It won’t 
slow you down, so use it. Left-handed shooters often 
come up with excuses as to why they can’t use the 
safety, since it is a little harder to manipulate for the 
southpaw. If you simply use the knuckle on your index 
� nger to push the safety down you won’t have any 
issues. This will allow the easy disengagement of the 
safety and enhance your retention of the carbine since 
you are not changing your grip substantially. Even 
better, invest in one of the myriad ambidextrous safety 

When assuming a standing shooting position, it helps 
to model your position after a � ghter’s stance. This 
bladed pose presents a small target to opponents, 
improves balance and stability, and promotes mobility.

Photos by Richard King



selectors on the market. There are many to choose 
from, and installation is pretty straightforward. One 
issue I often encounter with left-handed shooters is 
the use of a bent trigger � nger to engage the safety. 
Bending your trigger � nger to place the carbine on 
safe is a sure way to have an accident. Keep your trig-
ger � nger straight, and use the top of that index � nger 
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to sweep the safety back into the engaged position. 
After running or climbing you lose a little bit of your 
dexterity. If you have been in a life-or-death situa-
tion you will have enough adrenaline in your veins to 
cause your hands to feel different than normal. These 
are the reasons I use the safer, straight-� nger tech-
nique when shooting with the left hand.
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At all stations the shooter starts 
with the ri� e held at a 45 degree 
angle, or “low ready” position. 

From 20 yds., on the signal, � re 
10 rounds into a 25-yd. pistol bull 
or into the “A” Zone of the skel-
eton/USPSA target. All rounds 
should be � red in less than 
10 seconds.

Half-And-Half Drill

It’s all � ne to talk about trajectory and off-
set, but more important is to understand 
it and practice compensating for it. Once 

you have a good zero, and have practiced 
manipulating your safety, it’s time to move 
onto some basic carbine drills to do just that. 

Illustrated here is a drill called the Half-
And-Half, which may seem dif� cult, but it can 
normally be accomplished after just a couple 
visits to the range. The only rounds that count 
are those that are in the black of the bullseye 
or in the “A” Zone of the VTAC DSTT Target 
(for more on the target, see pg. 28).

While performing this drill, focus on 
quickly and safely driving the carbine sights 
to the intended target. You should focus on 
moving just as fast at 20 yds. as you do at 
5 yds. When you are ready to pull the trigger, 
slow down and make the hits count. As you 
mount the carbine, your sights should align 
at the same time your cheek hits the stock. If 

you are bringing the ri� e up and then dropping 
your head into position, you need to improve 
that transition so that it’s one � uid motion. And 
remember, you won’t be successful if you only 
get one sight picture and then � re 10 rounds. 
You must continuously drive your sights to 
the aiming point, no matter how fast you are 
shooting or how close the distance.

An aggressive � ghter’s stance will 
prevent you from getting knocked back on 
your heels while � ring. Likewise, a strong 
support-hand grip on the carbine, pulling it 
into your shoulder, will aid in stability and 
keep you from getting kicked with every 
shot. A loose grip will allow the carbine 
to batter you, making it dif� cult to stay on 
target or shoot accurately, quickly.

Finally, make sure you use the safety. 
Switch it off as you raise the ri� e, and on 
after each string.

—KYLE E. LAMB

10 Shots

10 Shots

10 Shots

From 10 yds., on the sig-
nal, � re 10 rounds into the 
same target. All rounds 
should be � red in less 
than 5 seconds.

From 5 yds., on the 
signal, � re 10 rounds 
into the target in 2.5 
seconds.
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Once you have your standing position dialed in, put 
yourself on a timer to see what the possibilities are. I 
use a shot timer with a delay to let me press the button, 
get ready, then react to the beep. This should be prac-
ticed from different yard lines with varying levels of dif-
ficulty. If you plan to shoot from 7 to 10 yds., use a 25-yd. 
pistol bullseye or smaller for your target. Remember to 
engage the safety every time you come off the target.

Offset For Close Range
There are a few things about AR ballistics that we 

must give some thought to as we shoot at closer dis-
tances. As discussed before, if you zeroed your rifle at 
50 or 100 yds. your shots should travel within a fairly 
small “tunnel” between your zero distance and 200 
yds. At ranges closer than your zero distance, however, 
you can expect shots to impact significantly lower. This 
is due to the bullet just beginning the arc of its trajec-
tory, and is exacerbated by the fact that on most ARs, 
the sights are mounted, on average, 2½" above the 
bore axis. These factors must be taken into consider-
ation when shooting at short range.

Because of sight offset and trajectory, you will be 
low from 5 to 25 yds., even more so at close quarters 
distances, with the trajectory arc rising closer to your 

line of sight as the distance increases. Once you reach 
your zero line, which, for me is generally 50 or 100 yds., 
you will see the impacts move closer to where you are 
aiming. After passing this line your bullet will either 
rise of fall depending on where you zero. If you have 
a 50-yd. zero, you will impact slightly high at 100 yds., 
around 1.5". At 200 yds. you will be within 1 minute of 
angle (m.o.a.) of the desired impact point. With military 
ammunition, the bullet will cross your line of sight the 
second time around 160 yds.; with the Hornady 55-gr. 
load, your second cross will be at 215 yds.

The moral of the story, and a mantra I drill into my 
students is, “Aim where you need to aim, not where you 
want to hit.” Now get out there and train, train, train—then 
train some more.

The offset between sights and the bore axis is apparent at 
close range. Here, shooting at 10 yds. using a 50-yd. zero, 
the point of impact is about 2" below point of aim. 
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The Tokarev Tulski pistol, or TT, 
reflects the military culture for 
which it was created: simple, 

robust, reliable and—at times—
crude. Yet that is not to say that 
the Tokarev was not an excellent 
service pistol for its day, and it was 
the Soviet Union’s standard sidearm 
for nearly two decades. It was the 
USSR’s first successful indigenous 
semi-automatic pistol design and 
was a bridge between the Nagant 
Model 1895 revolver and the 
Makarov pistol adopted in 1952.

Working at Tula Arsenal, noted 
Soviet arms designer Federov V. 
Tokarev created a recoil-operated 
pistol employing the John M. 
Browning pivoting barrel link, much 
like an M1911. A barrel bushing 
akin to that of the Government 
Model was included, as were an 

under-barrel recoil spring, guide 
and plug. Too, like an M1911, the 
locking lugs were cut into the barrel, 
and they locked into recesses in 
the slide’s underside. The slide and 
overall appearance of the gun recall 
another Browning design, the FN 
Model 1903, albeit with a somewhat 
stubbier grip frame. 

Tokarev departed sharply from 
Browning principles by including 
a self-contained hammer and sear 
assembly that was easily removed 
after slide removal. The feed 
lips for the eight-round-capacity 
detachable-box magazine are actu-
ally part of the hammer mechanism 
housing. Speaking of the hammer, 
its half-cock notch is the gun’s only 
“safety,” and its spur is rounded 
and grooved. On surplus guns, in 
particular the Polish TT-33s pro-
duced at Fabryka Broni Radom, the 
importer actually added a manual 
safety to make it eligible for impor-
tation into the United States. 

The pistol’s cartridge, also 
adopted in 1930, was the bottle-
necked 7.62x25 mm, or 7.62 
Tokarev, which originally produced 
a muzzle velocity of 1380 f.p.s. with 
an 85-gr. bullet from the gun’s  
49⁄16" barrel.  

As with many Soviet small arms, 
the design was widely copied 
and produced in satellite nations. 
Eastern European makers include 
Fegyver es Gazkeszuelekgyara (FEG) 
in Hungary, Cugir in Romania, F.B. 
Radom in Poland (indeed a step 
down from the VIS 35) and Zastava 
in Yugoslavia. Variants were made 
in China starting with the Type 51, 
as well as in North Korea as the 
Type 68. An export version in 9 mm 
Luger, the Tokagypt 58, was pro-
duced under contract by FEG for the 
Egyptians in the late 1950s.

The Tokarev Pistol
BY MARK A. KEEFE, IV, EDITOR IN CHIEF

Photos by Forrest MacCormack

Disassembly Instructions
Depress the magazine catch (18) 

on the frame’s (12) left, and remove the 
magazine (17). Retract the slide (28), and 
inspect the chamber to ensure there is no 
cartridge present. Using the back edge 
of the bottom plate of the magazine as 
a tool, pull back hard on the slide stop 
retainer clip (30) until it releases (Fig. 1). 
On some guns, the clip will be tight and a 

brass punch or screwdriver blade may be 
required to free it and grant access to the 
slide stop. Push the slide stop (29) through 
the frame from right to left and remove it.

Draw the slide off the front of the 
frame slowly. As soon as the recoil spring 
(22) is exposed, hold it up against the 
barrel to prevent it from bending out of 
the slide (Fig. 2). While holding the recoil 

spring in place, grasp the recoil spring 
guide (23) and push it toward the muzzle, 
while lifting it free of the barrel lug.

The barrel bushing (2) can now be 
turned 180 degrees and then lifted free 
of the slide (Fig. 3). The barrel (1) can 
then be pulled out of the front of the 
slide. This method of field stripping is 
much simpler than the process usually 

1.

2.
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Drawing by E. J. Hoffschmidt

Parts Legend
 1. Barrel

 2. Barrel Bushing

 3. Barrel link

 4. Barrel link pin

 5. Disconnector

 6. extractor

 7. extractor retaining pin

 8. extractor spring

 9. Firing pin

 10. Firing pin retainer pin

 11. Firing pin spring

 12. Frame (receiver)
 13. hammer

 14. hammer mechanism housing

 15. hammer pin

 16. hammer spring

 17. magazine

 18. magazine catch

 19. magazine catch spring

 20. magazine catch spring guiDe

 21. rear sight

 22. recoil spring

 23. recoil spring guiDe

 24. recoil spring retainer

 25. sear

 26. sear pin

 27. sear spring

 28. sliDe

 29. sliDe stop

 30. sliDe stop retainer clip

 31. spring retainer pin

 32. stock panel, leFt

 33. stock panel, right

 34. trigger

 35. trigger return spring

 36. trigger spring retainer pin

recommended for the take down of 
similar Browning-type pistols.

The stock panels (32 & 33), which 
can be quite fragile, are fixed with a 
latch arrangement. Hold the frame with 
the right hand, and insert a flat-bladed 
screwdriver into the magazine well to 
push the T-shaped retainer to the rear 
of the frame. There is a notch in its base 

for the screwdriver tip that allows the 
left-hand stock panel to be lifted off the 
frame. With the left panel off, it is much 
easier to simply slide the right panel’s 
retainer out of engagement with the 
frame and lift the panel off. Attempting 
to pry the panels off from the outside will 
likely result in damage to their edges.

The complete hammer assembly (Fig. 4), 
including the magazine feed lips and ham-
mer (13) may now be lifted up and out of the 
frame. Further disassembly of the hammer 
group is not recommended. If it must be 
undertaken, start with the hammer spring 
retainer pin (15) which is under spring ten-
sion. After it is drifted out, the other pins 

may be removed easily. To reassemble, 
replace all the parts except the hammer 
spring (16). Using a screwdriver or punch, 
depress the spring deep enough to allow 
the hammer pin to hold it. Then tap the pin 
all the way through.

The firing pin and the magazine catch 
are retained by split pins. These split pins 
(10) and (20) can be removed with the aid 
of a tool with a wedge-shaped cutout. It 
will force the pin’s legs to close together 
so that it may be pushed out easily. If 
an attempt is made to drive the pins 
out with a flat-end punch, they may be 
broken or badly deformed. Reassembly 
is in reverse order.

3.

4.

28
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In the 1965-1974 period, 
Browning made and sold thou-
sands of excellent little .22 Long 

Rifle sporting rifles with a unique 
action. Called the T-Bolt, these 
guns offered traditional Browning 
quality and performance. They 
were treasured by shooters of that 
time and were much missed when 
they were discontinued. Happily 
enough, a new version of that rifle 
was introduced in 2006. To date, 
the new T-Bolt has blossomed 
into two major variations, three 
calibers, and both right- and left-
hand versions of each model. Both 
the Sporter and Target/Varmint 
models are available with either a 
walnut or black composite stock. 
Further, you can get any one of 
those variations in your choice 
of .17 HMR, .22 WMR or .22 Long 
Rifle. The Sporters come with a 
conventionally shaped stock with 
a straight comb, slim fore-end and 

pistol grip. A higher-comb Monte 
Carlo stock, which enables the use 
of scopes with larger objective 
lenses, is standard on the Target/
Varmint models. They also have 
a beavertail fore-end. On both 
types, the barrel is free-floating 
and is somewhat heavier on the 
Target/Varminter than the Sporter. 
Our evaluation rifle was a wood-
stocked, left-hand Target Model in 
.22 WMR.      

All of the several T-Bolt mod-
els use a unique straight-pull 
bolt-action. Instead of the typi-
cal lift-pull-push-lower style of 
bolt-action, the T-Bolt is a simple 
pull-push system. Such designs 
have been used before, typically in 

early bolt-action military repeat-
ers and later in biathlon rifles. 
Because of the relatively short 
cartridge-overall-length of the 
rounds for which Browning makes 
T-Bolts, the bolt travel is very short. 
The bolt handle is an “L”-shaped 
piece that is mounted in the bolt 
that runs along the side of the 
receiver. At its front end, it’s linked 
to a locking lug that is cylindrical 
on each end and locks into circu-
lar recesses on both sides of the 
receiver. As the bolt is retracted 
by pulling the handle smartly 
to the rear, the front end of the 
handle pivots outward. That action 
pulls the locking lug piece out of 
contact with the recesses, and the 

BROWNING  
T-BOLT VARMINTER  
.22 WMR, LEFT HAND

Despite its 
unusual action, 
the T-Bolt's disas-
sembly process is 
straight-forward.

The Browning T-Bolt Varminter has a 22” heavy-contour barrel that is 
devoid of iron sights; instead, the receiver is drilled and tapped for scope 
bases. To protect the rifling, the barrel ends with a slightly recessed 
muzzle crown.
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bolt is free to travel rearward. As it 
does so, the � red case is extracted 
from the chamber and is ejected. 
On the forward stroke, the bolt 
strips a round from the magazine 
and pushes it into the chamber. 
Cocking action is divided between 
the rearward and forward motions 
of the bolt.  

The T-Bolt’s pull-push, straight-
line bolt-action is not the gun’s 
only unique feature. Mounted in a 
typical well just forward of the trig-
ger guard is a 10-round “Double 
Helix” magazine, that is almost “8” 
shaped in cross section. Made of 
polymer with a cast steel back and 
feed lips, the magazine arranges 
the cartridges in an “S” with closed 
ends. It works perfectly, does not 
project out of the stock and is slim 
enough in the side-to-side vector 
as to permit classic stock contours. 
Retained by a spring-loaded catch 
on its forward edge, the magazine 
drops easily into the palm when 

BROWNING T-BOLT 
VARMINTER .22 WMR 
LEFT HAND
MANUFACTURER: MOROKU (JAPAN)
IMPORTER: BROWNING (DEPT. AR), 

ONE BROWNING PLACE, MORGAN, UT 
84050; (801) 876-2711; 
BROWNING.COM

CALIBER: .22 WMR
ACTION TYPE: STRAIGHT-PULL BOLT-

ACTION REPEATING RIMFIRE RIFLE

FRAME: MACHINED STEEL

BARREL: 22" HEAVY CONTOUR

RIFLING: SIX-GROOVE, 1:16" RH TWIST

MAGAZINE: DETACHABLE, 10-ROUND 
DOUBLE HELIX

SIGHTS: NONE; DRILLED AND TAPPED FOR 
SCOPE BASES

TRIGGER: SINGLE-STAGE, 3-LB. PULL

STOCK: WALNUT; LENGTH OF PULL, 131⁄2"; 
DROP AT HEEL, 5/8"; 
DROP AT COMB, 5/8"

OVERALL LENGTH: 401⁄2"
WEIGHT: 5 LBS., 8 OZS.  
ACCESSORIES: OWNER’S MANUAL, LOCK

SUGGESTED RETAIL: $800

SHOOTING RESULTS (50 YDS.)
.22 WMR
CARTRIDGE

VEL. @ 12'
(F.P.S.)

ENERGY
(FT.-LBS.)

GROUP SIZE IN INCHES
SMALLEST LARGEST AVERAGE

WINCHESTER 
VARMINT HE
34-GR. JHP

 2047 AVG.
        45 SD

          316          0.77          1.18          0.92

FEDERAL PREMIUM
30-GR. SIERRA JHP

 2132 AVG.
        21 SD

          303          0.97          1.31          1.18

CCI MAXI-MAG+V
40-GR. JHP

 2044 AVG.
        41 SD

          371          1.25          1.41          1.33

AVERAGE EXTREME SPREAD          1.14

NOTES: MEASURED AVERAGE VELOCITY FOR 10 SHOTS FROM A 22" BARREL OVER AN OEHLER 
MODEL 35P CHRONOGRAPH AT 12 FT. ACCURACY RESULTS BASED ON FIVE CONSECUTIVE, FIVE-
SHOT GROUPS FIRED FROM SANDBAGS AT 50 YDS. TEMPERATURE: 65º F. ABBREVIATIONS: JHP 
(JACKETED HOLLOW POINT), SD (STANDARD DEVIATION).

The American Ri� eman has used the phrase “Dope Bag” since at least 1921, when Col. 
Townsend Whelen � rst titled his column with it. Even then, it had been in use for years, re-
ferring to a sack used by target shooters to hold ammunition and accessories on the � ring 
line. “Sight dope” also was a traditional marksman’s term for sight-adjustment information, 
while judging wind speed and direction was called “doping the wind.”

WARNING: Technical data and information contained herein are intended to provide informa-
tion based on the limited experience of individuals under speci� c conditions and circum-
stances. They do not detail the comprehensive training procedures, techniques and safety 
precautions absolutely necessary to properly carry on similar activity. Read the notice and 
disclaimer on the contents page. Always consult comprehensive reference manuals and bul-
letins for details of proper training requirements, procedures, techniques and safety precau-
tions before attempting any similar activity.

the catch is released.
Range performance was excel-

lent. Equipped with a Leupold 
Vari-X III 1.5-5X in Talley rings and 
on Browning bases, the T-Bolt was 
an easy to shoot and highly por-
table rim� re varminter. Loading 
the magazine takes a little getting 
used to for shooters accustomed 
to conventional single-column 
.22 magazines. The trigger action 
was excellent and has an adjust-
ment for overtravel. Right from 
the box, the trigger broke cleanly 
at approximately 3 lbs. The 
22" barrel is fairly heavy and is 
completely free-� oated, both 
doubtless contributing to the very 
good accuracy the gun exhibited. 
Three loads were � red, producing 
an overall average of just over one 
inch (1.14"). There were also a cou-
ple of sub-1" groups 
including a best of 
0.77". Obviously, a 
careful evaluation of 

other loads might yield even bet-
ter accuracy.  

The T-Bolt is a very nice little 
ri� e that may be on toward the 
upper end of the rim� re price 
spectrum, but it is unfailingly 
reliable, has classic good looks 
and great accuracy. Although the 
left-hand versions are clearly 
intended for that portion of the 
shooting population who shoot 
from the left side, at least one 
right-hand shooter noted that the 
gun would be ideally arranged for 
him when shooting from a bipod or 
rest. Operated in this fashion, the 
shooting hand would never need 
to leave the pistol grip. 

All things considered, the 
Browning T-Bolt does just about 
everything you could ask in the 
way of performance.

The T-Bolt's bolt is a notable depar-
ture from the norm. The ri� e is fed 
the unique, 10-round-capacity Double 
Helix magazine (r.).
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Leupold Tactical’s Mark 8 
riflescope was built to 
provide military and law-

enforcement users with an optic 
that will not fail, no matter the size 
of the rifle or the range between 
it and its target. Aware that some 
sizable government contracts 
have gone to other makers such 
as Nightforce and Schmidt & 
Bender recently, Leupold spared 
no expense on its new riflescope; 
as such, its price tag might alarm 
all but the federal government. It’s 
the culmination of the American 
company’s 107 years of building 
precision optics.

This 3.5-25X 56 mm optic 
features an illuminated reticle 
located in the first focal plane, 
innovative target turrets, side 
focus, Leupold’s patented Index 
Matched Lens System and pre-
mium lens coatings. Its 8X power 
range is nothing short of revolu-
tionary. At 3.5X it could be used 
for CQB in a pinch, while its 25X 
top end is about as high as can be 
feasibly used in real-world condi-
tions. All this was accomplished 
while maintaining eye relief of a 
measured 4.1" at 3.5X and 3.55" 
at 25X, which is greater than 

company literature lists. This was 
accomplished with an oversized 
eyebox containing cutting-edge 
optical engineering, about which 
Leupold reveals little. 

The first thing you’ll notice 
when you hoist the scope, how-
ever, is its size. Simply put, it’s 
monstrous. It weighs 37 ozs. with 
its 16", 35 mm main tube and 
3.5" width at the turrets. Clearly, 
a hunting scope it is not. So, why 
would anyone want such a behe-
moth when the company’s Mark 4 
scope is battle-tested yet weighs a 
pound less? 

 First, the larger main tube allows 
room for more travel of the erector 
tube suspended within it, which 
means greater adjustment range. 
The Mark 8 has 90 m.o.a. of eleva-
tion adjustment and 50 m.o.a. for 
windage. A large adjustment range 
is not a big deal until it’s actually 
needed, and then it can mean the 
difference between mission accom-
plished and mission failure. 

Secondly, as sniping distances 
have increased in the mountains 
and deserts of the Middle East, rifle 
calibers have mirrored them. There 
is a tremendous amount of torque 
placed on a scope as a cartridge 

in the .338 Lapua Mag. or .50 BMG 
class reaches peak chamber pres-
sure. The Mark 8’s tubes feature 
thicker walls that are specifically 
designed to endure the repeated 
pounding of such guns. For a rifle 
weighing 20 to 30 lbs. already, 
what’s another pound if it offers 
insurance against failure?

Lastly, bigger lenses are 
needed with ultra-high magni-
fication. When light is directed 
through glass, some of it is lost to 
reflection. All things being equal, 
however, a scope’s brightness is 
largely dependent on the size of 
its exit pupil, which is derived 
from the objective lens diameter 
being divided by its magnifica-
tion. The human eye is capable of 
only dilating 5-7 millimeters—so 
any exit pupil greater than that 
is wasted light. Due to its 56 MM 
objective, the Mark 8 has an exit 
pupil of only 2.24 mm at 25X. Still, 
that is a usable amount of light in 
most conditions.

To maximize its low-light 
performance, Leupold used its 
Index Matched Lens System, 
wherein glass is tested, sorted, 
matched and multi-coated to 
optimize it for the spectrum of 

LEUPOLD MARK 8  
3.5-25X 56 MM
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light deficient in human eyes. 
While non-mechanical evaluation 
is subjective, the Mark 8 is among 
the brightest riflescopes we have 
ever tested. 

Like most serious mil-dot-based 
reticle systems, the Mark 8’s is 
placed in the first focal plane 
so subtensions remain constant 
throughout the power range. 
Three reticle choices are available, 
including Mil-Dot, Horus Vision’s 
H-58 and Leupold’s version of 
the Horus, called TREMOR 2. The 
latter two are especially useful in 
scenarios that call for wind holds 
or elevation hold-overs. All three 
reticles glow red on demand with 
Leupold’s 3rd generation illumi-
nation system. It features seven 
levels of brightness with an off 
stop between each. The scope’s 
circuitry is powered by one 
CR2032 battery.

 Perhaps more engineering 
went into the Mark 8’s dials than 
anything. Long range shoot-
ers need turrets they can dial 
quickly by feel and sound while 
keeping their eyes on target. 
But a target range is different 
from a battlefield where the 

earth shakes, rifles get tossed 
and zeroes get lost. Leupold’s 
remedy for quick yet secure 
adjustment is its M5B2 system 
that it describes as “auto-locking 
pinch-and-turn” dials. Two half-
moon-shaped metal rings form a 
circle around the knob and must 
be squeezed simultaneously to 
turn it—a natural hand movement 
that must be done anyway. When 
pinch-pressure ceases, the rings 
expand to lock the turret in place. 
It’s an effective solution. However, 
there was concern that the rings 
could be impacted with debris 
and jammed, so it was tested by 
mashing it full of icy snow. The 
turrets remained functional.

Each click of the turret results 
in 0.1 milliradian of reticle move-
ment, a measurement that sim-
plifies use of the mil-dot reticle. 
Clicks are positive, tactile, and 
more importantly, accurate and 
repeatable. Leupold’s Twin Bias 
Spring Erector System that uti-
lizes leaf-type springs is touted 
to increase erector holding force 
by 30 percent over single-spring 
systems. To test durability, a 7-lb., 
8-oz. rifle in .338 Win. Mag. did not 

shift the scope’s zero. The Mark 8 
proved its repeatability by shoot-
ing the box. 

The turrets feature a zero stop 
so shooters can quickly return 
to zero without looking. After it 
is set via hex nut, two retaining 
pins allow the indicator ring to 
slide up and spin so its numbered 
marks coincide with the zero 
for quick indexing. Additionally, 
a revolution indicator in the 
elevation turret reveals when a 
complete revolution of 10 mils is 
made. This combats getting "lost” 
in the adjustments. 

To conclude testing, the scope 
was left outside overnight in 
minus 2º F weather; it was sub-
mersed for an hour in warm water; 
and dropped 5 times on grassy 
ground from a distance of 4 ft. 
Nothing fazed the Mark 8— 
unsurprising given Leupold’s 
reputation for high-quality optics. 

Given its $5,000-plus price, the 
Mark 8 3.5-25X 56 mm isn’t within 
the budget of most shooters; 
however, for those who can—and 
are willing to—part with funds 
will get the best of what Leopold 
has to offer. 

LEUPOLD MARK 8 
3.5-25X 56 MM
MANUFACTURER: LeupoLd & StevenS, 

Inc. (dept. AR) 14400 n.W. GReen-
bRIeR pARkWAy, beAveRton, oR 97006; 
(800) 538-7653; LeupoLd.com

RETICLE: fIRSt focAL pLAne; mIL-dot 
(teSted); H-58; tRemoR 2

LENS COATING: Index mAtcHed LenS 
SyStem WItH dIAmond coAt 2

ADJUSTMENT MARKINGS: m5b2 
Auto-LockInG pIncH And tuRn tuR-
RetS; 0.10 mIL And 10 mILS peR Revo-
LutIon WItH RevoLutIon IndIcAtoR 

MAIN TUBE DIAMETER: 35 mm

MAGNIFICATION: 3.5-25x 
FIELD OF VIEW: 32.5 ft.-4.4 ft. @ 100 ydS. 
EXIT PUPIL: 16 mm-2.24 mm 
WEIGHT: 37 ozS.
LENGTH: 16"
OBJECTIVE APERTURE: 56 mm
EYE RELIEF: 4.1" – 3.5" (teSted)
ELEVATION ADJUSTMENT RANGE:  

90 m.o.A.
WINDAGE ADJUSTMENT RANGE: 

50 m.o.A.
CLICK VALUE: 0.10 mIL

ACCESSORIES: oWneR’S mAnuAL, one 
cR2032 bAtteRy

SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE: $5,375 
mIL-dot; $5,875 H-58 oR  
tRemoR 2 RetIcLe

The Mark 8's turrets require that 
the two half-moon-shaped metal 
rings on top be pushed in simul-
taneously to allow the turret to 
move (top l.). Releasing them locks 
the turret in place. Powering the 
scope's circuitry is single CR2032 
battery, which is contained within 
the rheostat housing (above). The 
parallax-adjustment knob is located 
on the scope's left side (l.).
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Missing a shot at a bird 
or clay causes every 
shooter to ask "why?" The 

ShotKam can answer many of those 
questions. Using a mini television 
camera linked to a computer, the 
ShotKam reveals the gun’s front 
bead in relation to the target as the 
shot is made. From initiation of the 
swing through � ring, all is seen in 
real time.

Weighing 8 ozs., including the 
adaptor, the ShotKam is installed 
beneath the barrel and is activated 
by closing the action. Adaptors 
for single barrel/over-under are 
available in 12 and 20 gauge, as 
is a 12-ga. side-by-side adaptor. 
The manufacturer warns about 
trying to slide the adaptor over 
the barrel, as this will disrupt the 
rubber-like lining that ensures a 
solid mount. The two-piece adap-
tor needs to be split, applied to the 
barrel then tightened. In place, the 
ShotKam is barely noticeable in 
regard to swing and gun handling.

Once mounted approximately 
6" behind the muzzle, with the 
clear lens facing forward, the unit 
is turned on by pushing the central 
button facing the shooter. Once 
activated it will remain “on” for the 
duration of a round of clays or in 
the � eld.

The unit contains a recharge-
able battery that is charged 
through the user’s computer, 
though an adaptor for charg-
ing from a 120-volt wall outlet is 
provided. Contained in the box is 
an adaptor that allows the unit’s 

SHOTKAM
Micro SC card to be inserted into a 
standard SD card slot.

When the partially charged unit 
arrives, the user, using the provided 
cord, plugs it into his computer, 
and the ShotKam then transmits 
its program to the host computer. 
Following selection of options from 
the easy to follow menu, the unit is 
disconnected from the computer 
and is ready for use.

The ShotKam uses Java technol-
ogy to download the program and 
shot data, and a recent version is 
necessary. When trying to use the 
test unit on an older laptop, we 
found it dif� cult. A newer com-
puter using Windows 8—including 
Java—was obtained, and the unit 
then worked perfectly.

The interesting facet of the 
ShotKam is that it is not just a 
clay-target diagnostic; there are 
settings for about any game bird 
hunted. It’s only a matter of plug-
ging the unit into the computer 
and selecting the species to be 
shot. Too, there are separate set-
tings for the different clay-target 
games, although in practice, we 
found one size pretty much � t all.

As part of the setup process, sev-
eral replications of a gun barrel and 
front bead are shown. Click on your 
choice and save it. We tried several 
and found that the least intrusive 
gave us the best results. It is also 
possible to adjust the time between 
shots and other items, all of which 
can be easily reset. For example, 
we found that often the second shot 
did not register. By lengthening the 

time slightly between recording 
segments, we were able to record 
both shots of a double. We found 
during testing that ShotKam was 
very helpful in guiding us through 
questions that arose.

With the ShotKam switched on, 
we shot a round of sporting clays, 
then downloaded the results into 
the computer. The ShotKam shows 
you exactly where your gun barrel 
was and how it was moving to the 
target before, at the moment of, and 
after the shot. In our opinion, the 
best use of the ShotKam with clays 
is to help analyze how you shoot 
a target you frequently miss. The 
ShotKam can provide a third eye’s 
view into how we miss, and help 
provide the corrective answer. 

The unit comes complete with 
camera, software (built-in), Micro 
SD card, connecting cord, Allen 
wrench for mounting and one 
adaptor, and the packages range 
from $649 to $849 plus shipping. 
Adaptors cost $25. There is an 
NRA member discount. For more 
information, contact: ShotKam; 
(561) 289-2836; shotkam.com.
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See our entire line of
high performance custom rifles and pistols at…

That's why discriminating shooters whose jobs, professional success or personal safety depend on super accurate,
super dependable firearms are willing to stake their lives and their livelihoods on Les Baer Custom 1911 pistols.
From cops, tactical operators and military special ops guys to firearms trainers and serious competitors, they know
that Les Baer 1911s have been delivering superior performance and unquestioned reliability for more than a
quarter-century. More than thirty custom 1911 models are available, all combining traditional 1911 toughness with
Les Baer's trademark craftsmanship and attention to detail.
Models include:

www.lesbaer.com Performance. It’s Everything.

1804 Iowa Drive • LeClaire, Iowa 52753
Ph: 563-289-2126 • Fx: 563-289-2132

Email: info@lesbaer.comOffice Hours: 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM Central Time

Les Baer 1911
Premier II©

The flagship of our entire
1911 line.

Les Baer 1911
Boss .45

Built for high performance
and lots of muscle

Les Baer 1911
Ultimate Master
Available in 5" or 6"

New! Les Baer
.38 Super Stinger

Compact size, high
performance caliber

Also available: Les Baer AR-Style Semi-Auto Rifles
More than twenty models of breathtakingly accurate rifles in multiple
caliber choices, barrel lengths and mission-specific options, including:

.308 Cal Monolith SWAT Model With Mid-Length Barrel

.223 or .204 Ruger Super Varmint Model
Les Baer CustomMonolith

.308 Semi-Auto SWAT
Model

Les Baer Custom
AR Super

Varmint Rifle
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For hotel accommodations at the NRA Annual Meetings, visit

www.nraam.org

NRA headquarters: (703) 267-1000
INTERNET ADDRESS: www.nra.org

Member information & bene� ts 
MEMBERSHIP ACCOUNT INFORMATION: (877) 672-2000 

 The “NRA Regional Report,” a service for NRA members, appears in every issue of American Ri� eman, American Hunter and 
America’s 1st Freedom. The Regional Report is an up-to-date listing of NRA conducted and/or sponsored events scheduled 
in your region for the current month. Call to verify event dates and locations before traveling.

MEMBER SERVICE (800) 672-3888
NRAstore.com (888) 607-6007
MEMBER PROGRAMS
 Hertz Car Rental CDP# 166609 (800) 654-2200
 AVIS Car Rental AWD# A832100 (800) 225-7094
 NRA Endorsed Insurance Programs (877) 672-3006
 NRA Endorsed Prescription Plan (888) 436-3700
 NRA Endorsed Check Program (888) 331-6767
 NRA VISA Card (866) NRA-VISA
 NRA Real Estate/Relocation Services (800) 593-2526
 NRA Endorsed Moving Program
    North American Van Lines (800) 524-5533
    Allied Van Lines (800) 871-8864
INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
 Grassroots/Legislative Hotline (800) 392-8683
OFFICE OF ADVANCEMENT (877) NRA-GIVE
THE NRA FOUNDATION (800) 423-6894

GIFT PLANNING (800) 672-4521
EDDIE EAGLE GUNSAFE PROGRAM (800) 231-0752
FRIENDS OF NRA (703) 267-1342
WOMEN ON TARGET (800) 861-1166
REFUSE TO BE A VICTIM (800) 861-1166
INSTRUCTOR/COACH (703) 267-1500
COMPETITIVE SHOOTING (703) 267-1468
FIELD OPERATIONS/RANGES (877) 672-7264
GUN COLLECTOR PROGRAMS (703) 267-1604
NRA AFFILIATED CLUBS (800) NRA-CLUB
HUNTER SERVICES (703) 267-1500
LAW ENFORCEMENT (703) 267-1640
NATIONAL FIREARMS MUSEUM (703) 267-1600
EDUCATION & TRAINING (703) 267-1500
MEDIA RELATIONS (703) 267-1595
YOUTH PROGRAMS (703) 267-1505  
PROGRAM MATERIALS CENTER (800) 336-7402

PISTOL
IONIA, MI AUG. 16-17
OMAHA, NE AUG. 23

HIGH POWER RIFLE
FREEDOM, IN AUG. 3

For more information, contact Tonia Forte at 
(703) 267-1466 or tforte@nrahq.org. For a complete 

listing, see www.shootingsportsusa.com.

areashoots

Whether you’re a hunter, competitive 
shooter or just a proud gun 

owner, Friends of NRA has something 
for everyone. The format is simple—
food, fun, family and fundraising! At 
every Friends of NRA banquet you’ll 
have the opportunity to participate in 
games, ra�  es, live and silent auctions, 
and more. You’ll also � nd many unique 
items including limited edition � rearms, 
wildlife art, jewelry and outdoor gear. To 

learn more about events in your area, 
visit www.friendsofnra.org, 

contact your local � eld representative or 
call (800) 672-3888, ext. 1342. 

Central Region Director—Chad Franklin
cfranklin@nrahq.org

IA, NE—Tim Bacon
tbacon@nrahq.org

Northern IL—Mike Huber
mhuber@nrahq.org

Southern IL—Donald Higgs
dhiggs@nrahq.org

IN—Craig Haggard
chaggard@nrahq.org

MI—Allan Herman
aherman@nrahq.org

WI—Scott Taetsch
staetsch@nrahq.org

Northern MO—Travis Scott
tscott@nrahq.org

Southern MO—Gregg Pearre
gpearre@nrahq.org

KY—John LaRowe
jlarowe@nrahq.org

STATE ASSOCIATIONS

NRA-a�  liated state associations 
promote and support the purposes, 

objectives, policies and programs of the 

NRA. For more information, contact your 
state association listed here, or log on to 
www.nrahq.org/clubs/index.asp.

Illinois State Rifle Ass’n
Richard Pearson, Executive Director
(815) 635-3198; executive@isra.org

Indiana State Rifle and Pistol Ass’n
Jerry Wehner, Executive Vice President
(812) 534-3258; president@isrpa.org

Iowa State Rifle and Pistol Ass’n
Bill Besgrove, Secretary
(319) 626-2710

League of Kentucky Sportsmen, Inc.
Tom Mansfield, NRA Liaison
(859) 858-0135
thomasjmansfield@gmail.com

Michigan Rifle and Pistol Ass’n
Leo Cebula, President
(269) 781-1223; lcebula@hotmail.com

Missouri Sport Shooting Ass’n
Kevin Jamison, President
(314) 440-3811; kljamisonlaw@earthlink.net

Nebraska Marksmanship Ass’n
Bill Keil, President
(402) 933-4881; hpinne@cox.net

Wisconsin Firearm Owners, Ranges, Clubs 
and Educators

Jeff Nass, Executive Director
jeff@wisconsinforce.org

TRAINING
Crime Prevention

NRA’s Refuse To Be A Victim program 
provides men and women with 

common-sense crime prevention and 
personal safety strategies. The most up-to-

Knife of the Year: 
Abalone Lock-Back Folder Knife
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AUG. 1-2 WAUKESHA, WI
Waukesha Expo Forum, Bob and Rocco’s Gun 
Shows (608) 752-6677

AUG. 1-3 SIOUX CITY, IA
Sioux City Convention Center, Marv Kraus 
Promotions, (563) 608-4401

AUG. 2-3 TERRE HAUTE, IN
Wabash Valley Fairgrounds, Central Indiana Gun 
Shows (765) 855-3836

AUG. 2-3 BOONVILLE, IN
Warrick County 4H Center, Southern Indiana Gun 
Collectors Ass’n (812) 897-3742

AUG. 2-3 BIRCH RUN, MI
Birch Run Expo Center, Sport Shows Promotions, 
Inc. (517) 676-4160

AUG. 8-10 ST. LOUIS, MO
Orlando Gardens Banquet Center, Missouri Arms 
 Ass’n (314) 651-6025

AUG. 8-10 MOUNT CLEMENS, MI
Gibraltar Trade Center North, Gibraltar Trade Center 
(734) 287-2000

AUG. 9-10 PADUCAH, KY
Julian Carroll Convention Center, RK Gun Shows 
(563) 927-8176

AUG. 9-10 JOPLIN, MO
Holiday Inn Convention Center, RK Shows  
(563) 927-8176

AUG. 9-10 SPRINGFIELD, MO
Ozark Empire Fairgrounds, RK Shows (563) 927-8176

AUG. 9-10 SHIPSHEWANA, IN
Shipshewana Event Center, CPI, Inc. (260) 483-6144

AUG. 9-10 MUNCIE, IN
Delaware County Fairgrounds, Central Indiana Gun 
Shows (765) 855-3836

AUG. 15-17 TAYLOR, MI
Gibraltar Trade Center, Gibraltar Trade Center  
(734) 287-2000

AUG. 16-17 LAFAYETTE, IN
Tippecanoe County Fairgrounds, Central Indiana 
Gun Shows (765) 855-3836

AUG. 16-17 BOWLING GREEN, KY
Holiday Inn University Plaza, RK Gun Shows  
(563) 927-8176

AUG. 16-17 MONROE, MI
Monroe County Fairgrounds, Sport Shows 
Promotions, Inc. (517) 676-4160

AUG. 16-17 GRAND RAPIDS, MI
28th Street Showplace, Sport Shows 
Promotions, Inc. (517) 676-4160

AUG. 22-24 BOONE, IA
Boone County Fairgrounds, Boone Sportsmens 
Club (515) 212-0125

AUG. 22-24 WEST SALEM, WI
LaCrosse Speedway, Marv Kraus Promotions  
(563) 608-4401

AUG. 23 LAGRANGE, KY
Soiree Hall, Shogun Gun Shows (502) 222-0870

AUG. 23-24 BELLEVILLE, IL
Belle Clair Fairgrounds, ECA Hunting and Trade 
Shows (618) 495-2572

AUG. 23-24 KANSAS CITY, MO
KCI-EXPO Center, RK Shows (563) 927-8176

AUG. 23-24 ALEXANDRIA, IN
Madison County Fairgrounds, Central Indiana Gun 
Shows (765) 855-3836

AUG. 29-31 JEFFERSON, WI
Jefferson County Fair Park, Marv Kraus Promotions 
(563) 608-4401

AUG. 29-31 INDIANAPOLIS, IN
Indiana State Fairgrounds, World Class Gun Shows 
(405) 340-1333

AUG. 30-31 HARRISON, MI
Clare County Fairgrounds, Sport Shows 
Promotions, Inc. (517) 676-4160

AUG. 30-31 ST. CHARLES, MO
St. Charles Convention Center, RK Shows  
(563) 927-8207

Dates and locations subject to change—contact the show before traveling. Discounted NRA membership sold through NRA 
recruiters. *Some shows may offer free admission for new membership and renewals. To become an NRA Recruiter call (703) 267-3776.

gunshowsdate schedule is available on the Internet 
at NRAInstructors.org. Please contact the 
instructor listed for more information.

AUG. 6—PEORIA, IL
(Seminar)
James Talaska (309) 839-1219

AUG. 14—MURRAY, KY
(Seminar)
Brent Armstrong (270) 293-1223

AUG. 23—INDIANAPOLIS, IN
(Seminar)
Gary Conner (317) 547-4679

Women’s Events

NRA Women on Target offers safe, fun-
filled instructional shooting clinics. For 

more information please contact the clinic 
director listed or go to the NRA ISC website 
www.nrahq.org/women/isc/clinics.asp.

AUG. 3—LOUISVILLE, KY 
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Pistol)
Ken Pagano (502) 451-9088

AUG. 9—COMMERCE, MI
Instructional Shooting Clinic 
(Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun, Muzzleloader)
Cal Kittinger (248) 354-4449

AUG. 9—BRIGHTON, MI
Instructional Shooting Clinic 
(Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun)
Matt Berg (248) 842-4665

AUG. 16—DUNDEE, MI 
Instructional Shooting Clinic 
(Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun)
Kathy Domingue (734) 564-1170

AUG. 17—NILES, MI
Instructional Shooting Clinic 
(Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun, Muzzleloader)
Calvin James Leonard (574) 536-5445

LAW ENFORCEMENT
Training

Public and private officers interested in 
becoming firearm instructors should 

attend one of NRA’s Law Enforcement 
Firearms Instructor Development Schools, 
designed to enhance the instructors’ 
firearm knowledge and handling skills, 
as well as prepare them to develop 
effective training programs, instruct 
in a professional manner, and conduct 
practical training exercises. Restricted to 
law enforcement officers only.  

AUG. 18-22—COLUMBIA, MO
(Handgun, Shotgun)

Contact Rudis Amaya (703) 267-1636 or 
ramaya@nrahq.org

Police Competition

NRA Police Pistol Combat competition 
is intended to be used as an extension 

of an officer’s training. See PPC Rulebook 
(Rule 2.4) for eligibility requirements.

AUG. 2—CEDAR RAPIDS, IA
(Approved)

AUG. 3—CEDAR RAPIDS, IA
(Approved)

AUG. 16—BATES CITY, MO
(Approved)

Contact Tiffany 
King (703) 267-1621 
or tking@nrahq.org
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For hotel accommodations at the NRA Annual Meetings, visit

www.nraam.org

NRA headquarters: (703) 267-1000
INTERNET ADDRESS: www.nra.org

Member information & bene� ts 
MEMBERSHIP ACCOUNT INFORMATION: (877) 672-2000 

 The “NRA Regional Report,” a service for NRA members, appears in every issue of American Ri� eman, American Hunter and 
America’s 1st Freedom. The Regional Report is an up-to-date listing of NRA conducted and/or sponsored events scheduled 
in your region for the current month. Call to verify event dates and locations before traveling.

MEMBER SERVICE (800) 672-3888
NRAstore.com (888) 607-6007
MEMBER PROGRAMS
 Hertz Car Rental CDP# 166609 (800) 654-2200
 AVIS Car Rental AWD# A832100 (800) 225-7094
 NRA Endorsed Insurance Programs (877) 672-3006
 NRA Endorsed Prescription Plan (888) 436-3700
 NRA Endorsed Check Program (888) 331-6767
 NRA VISA Card (866) NRA-VISA
 NRA Real Estate/Relocation Services (800) 593-2526
 NRA Endorsed Moving Program
    North American Van Lines (800) 524-5533
    Allied Van Lines (800) 871-8864
INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
 Grassroots/Legislative Hotline (800) 392-8683
OFFICE OF ADVANCEMENT (877) NRA-GIVE
THE NRA FOUNDATION (800) 423-6894

GIFT PLANNING (800) 672-4521
EDDIE EAGLE GUNSAFE PROGRAM (800) 231-0752
FRIENDS OF NRA (703) 267-1342
WOMEN ON TARGET (800) 861-1166
REFUSE TO BE A VICTIM (800) 861-1166
INSTRUCTOR/COACH (703) 267-1500
COMPETITIVE SHOOTING (703) 267-1468
FIELD OPERATIONS/RANGES (877) 672-7264
GUN COLLECTOR PROGRAMS (703) 267-1604
NRA AFFILIATED CLUBS (800) NRA-CLUB
HUNTER SERVICES (703) 267-1500
LAW ENFORCEMENT (703) 267-1640
NATIONAL FIREARMS MUSEUM (703) 267-1600
EDUCATION & TRAINING (703) 267-1500
MEDIA RELATIONS (703) 267-1595
YOUTH PROGRAMS (703) 267-1505  
PROGRAM MATERIALS CENTER (800) 336-7402

regional report  •  east

PISTOL
WAPPINGERS FALLS, NY AUG. 3
ANNAPOLIS, MD AUG. 16
PALMYRA, PA AUG. 23-24

ACTION PISTOL
BEDFORD, VA AUG. 2

SMALLBORE RIFLE
MANASSAS, VA AUG. 30-31

HIGH POWER RIFLE
WESTFIELD, MA AUG. 3
OREFIELD, PA AUG. 9
SHACKLESFORD, VA AUG. 9
HIGHLAND LAKES, NJ AUG. 24

SILHOUETTE
SUFFOLK, VA AUG. 3
BRADFORD, PA AUG. 6
MONTOURSVILLE, PA AUG. 23
MILROY, PA AUG. 24

For more information, contact Tonia Forte at 
(703) 267-1466 or tforte@nrahq.org. For a complete 

listing, see www.shootingsportsusa.com.

areashoots

Whether you’re a hunter, competitive 
shooter or just a proud gun owner, 

Friends of NRA has something for 
everyone. The format is simple—food, fun, 
family and fundraising! At every Friends of 
NRA banquet you’ll have the opportunity 
to participate in games, ra�  es, live and 
silent auctions, and more. You’ll also � nd 
many unique items including limited 
edition � rearms, wildlife art, jewelry and 
outdoor gear. To learn more about events 
in your area, visit www.friendsofnra.org, 
contact your local � eld representative or 
call (800) 672-3888, ext. 1342. 

Eastern Region Director—Bryan Hoover
bhoover@nrahq.org 

Northern OH—Marc Peugeot
mpeugeot@nrahq.org 

Southern OH—Andrew Root
aroot@nrahq.org

ME, VT, NH—Brian Smith
bsmith@nrahq.org

NJ, MA, RI, CT—Jim Reardon
jreardon@nrahq.org

NY—Jay Rusnock
jrusnock@nrahq.org

Eastern PA, DE—Kory Enck
kenck@nrahq.org

Western PA—Tom Baldrige
tbaldrige@nrahq.org

Eastern VA, Eastern MD, DC—
David Wells

dwells@nrahq.org

Western VA, Western MD, WV—Jim Kilgore
jkilgore@nrahq.org

TRAINING
Crime Prevention

NRA’s Refuse To Be A Victim program 
provides men and women with 

common-sense crime prevention and 
personal safety strategies. The most up-to-
date schedule is available on the Internet 
at NRAInstructors.org. Please contact the 
instructor listed for more information.

AUG. 2—ASHAWAY, RI
(Seminar)
Lyd Neugent (401) 377-8184

AUG. 3—CHARLES TOWN, WV
(Seminar)
Dennis Stoika (732) 620-2311

AUG. 4—ELYRIA, OH
(Seminar)
Roger Dorsey (440) 822-7241

AUG. 7—RICHMOND, VA
(Seminar)
Sydney Van Buren (804) 874-2343

AUG. 7—MANCHESTER, NH
(Seminar)
Robert Boilard (603) 566-1727

AUG. 9—SHARTLESVILLE, PA
(Seminar)
Joseph Salerno (484) 529-8336

AUG. 9—MANCHESTER, NH
(Instructor Development Workshop)
Robert Boilard (603) 566-1727

AUG. 10—LOWELL, MA
(Instructor Development Workshop)
Edward Hammersley (978) 804-5395

Women’s Events

NRA Women on Target o� ers safe, fun-
� lled instructional shooting clinics. For 

more information please contact the clinic 
director listed or go to the NRA ISC website 
www.nrahq.org/women/isc/clinics.asp. 

AUG. 2—FRYEBURG, ME 
Instructional Shooting Clinic 
(Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun)
Carol Clark (207) 615-5773

AUG. 9—JOHNSTOWN, NY
Instructional Shooting Clinic 
(Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun)
Peter Tautznik (518) 883-8605
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AUG. 1-3 OLD FORGE, NY
Hiltebrant Recreation Center, NEACA Gun Shows 
(518) 664-9743

AUG. 2  MONROE, OH
Treasure Aisles Event Center, Patriot Gun and Knife 
Show (513) 638-8688

AUG. 2-3 POTTSTOWN, PA
Sunnybrook, Appalachian Promotions  
(717) 697-3088

AUG. 2-3 HAZLETON, PA
Genetti’s Best Western, Jaeger Arms Promotions 
(570) 470-6404

AUG. 2-3 DAYTON, OH
Hara Arena, Bill Goodman’s Gun and Knife Show 
(502) 538-3900

AUG. 2-3 DOSWELL, VA
Farm Bureau Center at Meadow Event Park, SGK 
Gun Shows (757) 483-5385

AUG. 2-3 DALE CITY, VA
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1503, Old Dominion 
Gun Shows (276) 238-1343

AUG. 9  MONROE, OH
Treasure Aisles Event Center, Patriot Gun and Knife 
Show (513) 638-8688

AUG. 9-10 WATERTOWN, NY
Jefferson County Agricultural Hall, NEACA Gun 
Shows (518) 664-9743

AUG. 9-10 WILMINGTON, OH
Roberts Center, C&E Gun Shows (540) 953-0016

AUG. 9-10 OAKS, PA
Philadelphia Expo Center at Oaks, Eagle Arms 
Productions (610) 393-3047

AUG. 10 UNADILLA, NY
Unadilla Rod and Gun Club, Midstate Arms 
Collectors (607) 748-1010

AUG.15-16 BECKLEY, WV
Beckley Raleigh County Convention Center, Old 
Dominion Shows (276) 238-1343

AUG.16  MONROE, OH
Treasure Aisles Event Center, Patriot Gun and Knife 
Show (513) 638-8688

AUG.16-17 FISHERSVILLE, VA
Augusta Expoland, C&E Gun Shows (540) 953-0016

AUG. 16-17 EAST STROUDSBURG, PA
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 2540, Jaeger Arms 
Promotions (570) 470-6404

AUG. 16-17 LEESPORT, PA
Leesport Farmers Market, Appalachian Promotions 
(717) 697-3088

AUG. 16-17 CLARENCE, NY
Clarence Events Building, Niagara Frontier Gun 
Shows (716) 542-9929

AUG. 16-17 BEREA-CLEVELAND, OH
Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds, Ohio Gun Shows 
(330) 539-4247

AUG. 16-17 SHARONVILLE, OH
Sharonville Convention Center, Bill Goodman’s Gun 
and Knife Show (502) 538-3900

AUG. 22-23 MILLWOOD, WV
Jackson County Armed Forces Reserve Center, Old 
Dominion Gun Shows (276) 238-1343

AUG. 22-24 SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY
Saratoga Springs City Center, NEACA Gun Shows 
(518) 664-9743

AUG. 23 MONROE, OH
Treasure Aisles Event Center, Patriot Gun and Knife 
Show (513) 638-8688

AUG. 23-24 LAKE HARMONY, PA
Split Rock Lodge, Eagle Arms Productions 
(610) 393-3047

AUG. 23-24 MONROEVILLE, PA
Monroeville Convention Center, C&E Gun Shows 
(540) 953-0016

AUG. 23-24 STEVENSVILLE, MD
Kent Island American Legion, Appalachian 
Promotions (717) 697-3088

AUG. 23-24 AUGUSTA, ME
Augusta Civic Center, DiPrete Promotions, Inc.  
(603) 225-3846

AUG. 23-24 CIRCLEVILLE, OH
Pickaway County Fairgrounds, Buckeye Gun  
Shows LLC (614) 302-0357

AUG. 29-31 NEWBURGH, NY
Ice Time Sports Arena, NEACA Gun Shows  
(518) 664-9743

AUG. 30  MONROE, OH
Treasure Aisles Event Center, Patriot Gun and Knife 
Show (513) 638-8688

AUG. 30-31 CONCORD, NH
Everett Ice Arena, DiPrete Promotions, Inc.  
(603) 225-3846

AUG. 30-31 GETTYSBURG, PA
Allstar Events Complex, Eagle Arms Productions 
(610) 393-3047

AUG. 30-31 ROANOKE, VA
Roanoke Civic Center, Showmasters Gun Shows 
(540) 953-0016

Dates and locations subject to change—contact the show before traveling. Discounted NRA membership sold through NRA 
recruiters. *Some shows may offer free admission for new membership and renewals. To become an NRA Recruiter call (703) 267-3714.

gunshows

AUG. 9—MARRIOTTSVILLE, MD 
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Rifle)       
Mary Anne Cramer (443) 520-0482

AUG. 16—LEXINGTON PARK, MD 
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Pistol)
Carol Frisch (407) 701-9085

AUG. 16—VICTOR, NY
Instructional Shooting Clinic 
(Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun)
Jim Kinsman (585) 733-4890

AUG. 23—MANSFIELD, PA
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Pistol, Rifle, 
Shotgun, Muzzleloader, Archery)
Sheila Bunch (570) 724-7289

AUG. 23—AUBURN, MA
Instructional Shooting Clinic 
(Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun)
Al Stearns (774) 745-8287

LAW ENFORCEMENT
Training

Public and private officers interested in 
becoming firearm instructors should 

attend one of NRA’s Law Enforcement 
Firearms Instructor Development Schools, 
designed to enhance the instructors’ firearm 
knowledge and handling skills, as well as 
prepare them to develop effective training 
programs, instruct in a professional manner, 
and conduct practical training exercises. 
Restricted to law enforcement officers only.

AUG. 4-8—MINERAL POINT, PA
(Select-Fire)

AUG. 4-8—EGG HARBOR TOWNSHIP, NJ
(Tactical Shooting)

AUG. 11-15—YORK, PA
(Handgun, Shotgun)

AUG. 25-29—PITTSBURGH, PA
(Patrol Rifle)
Contact Erika Buchanan (703) 267-1638 
or ebuchanan@nrahq.org

TUITION-FREE ARMORER CLASS  
(sworn officers only)

AUG. 28—FAIRFAX, VA
(Glock Armorer)
Contact Tim Cole  (703) 267-1626 or 
tcole@nrahq.org

Police Competition

NRA Police Pistol Combat competition 
is intended to be used as an extension 

of an officer’s training. See PPC Rulebook 
(Rule 2.4) for eligibility requirements.

AUG. 1-2—CHESTER, NY
(Approved)

AUG. 9—SEFORD, DE
(Approved)

AUG. 9—LEBANON, PA
(Approved)

AUG. 9—SCITUATE, RI
(Approved)

AUG. 15-16—CHESTER, NY
(Approved)

AUG. 16—DERBY, VT
(Approved)

AUG. 22-23—CALVERTON, NY
(Approved)

Contact Tiffany King (703) 267-1621 or 
tking@nrahq.org
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Member information & bene� ts 
MEMBERSHIP ACCOUNT INFORMATION: (877) 672-2000 

 The “NRA Regional Report,” a service for NRA members, appears in every issue of American Ri� eman, American Hunter and 
America’s 1st Freedom. The Regional Report is an up-to-date listing of NRA conducted and/or sponsored events scheduled 
in your region for the current month. Call to verify event dates and locations before traveling.

MEMBER SERVICE (800) 672-3888
NRAstore.com (888) 607-6007
MEMBER PROGRAMS
 Hertz Car Rental CDP# 166609 (800) 654-2200
 AVIS Car Rental AWD# A832100 (800) 225-7094
 NRA Endorsed Insurance Programs (877) 672-3006
 NRA Endorsed Prescription Plan (888) 436-3700
 NRA Endorsed Check Program (888) 331-6767
 NRA VISA Card (866) NRA-VISA
 NRA Real Estate/Relocation Services (800) 593-2526
 NRA Endorsed Moving Program
    North American Van Lines (800) 524-5533
    Allied Van Lines (800) 871-8864
INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
 Grassroots/Legislative Hotline (800) 392-8683
OFFICE OF ADVANCEMENT (877) NRA-GIVE
THE NRA FOUNDATION (800) 423-6894

GIFT PLANNING (800) 672-4521
EDDIE EAGLE GUNSAFE PROGRAM (800) 231-0752
FRIENDS OF NRA (703) 267-1342
WOMEN ON TARGET (800) 861-1166
REFUSE TO BE A VICTIM (800) 861-1166
INSTRUCTOR/COACH (703) 267-1500
COMPETITIVE SHOOTING (703) 267-1468
FIELD OPERATIONS/RANGES (877) 672-7264
GUN COLLECTOR PROGRAMS (703) 267-1604
NRA AFFILIATED CLUBS (800) NRA-CLUB
HUNTER SERVICES (703) 267-1500
LAW ENFORCEMENT (703) 267-1640
NATIONAL FIREARMS MUSEUM (703) 267-1600
EDUCATION & TRAINING (703) 267-1500
MEDIA RELATIONS (703) 267-1595
YOUTH PROGRAMS (703) 267-1505  
PROGRAM MATERIALS CENTER (800) 336-7402

regional report  •  midwest

Knife of the Year: 
Abalone Lock-Back 
Folder Knife

HIGH POWER RIFLE
JULIFF, TX AUG. 3
NORTH LITTLE ROCK, AR AUG. 9-10
ARCADIA, OK AUG. 31

SILHOUETTE
GARDEN CITY, KS AUG. 10
PEARLAND, TX AUG. 16
BENTON, AR AUG. 24

For more information, contact Tonia Forte at 
(703) 267-1466 or tforte@nrahq.org. For a complete 

listing, see www.shootingsportsusa.com.

areashoots

Whether you’re a hunter, competitive 
shooter or just a proud gun owner, 

Friends of NRA has something for 
everyone. The format is simple—food, fun, 
family and fundraising! At every Friends of 
NRA banquet you’ll have the opportunity 
to participate in games, ra�  es, live and 
silent auctions, and more. You’ll also � nd 
many unique items including limited 
edition � rearms, wildlife art, jewelry and 
outdoor gear. To learn more about events 
in your area, visit www.friendsofnra.org, 
contact your local � eld representative or 

call (800) 672-3888, ext. 1342. 

Midwest Region Director—Tom Ulik
tulik@nrahq.org

AR—Erica Willard
ewillard@nrahq.org

CO—Brad Dreier
bdreier@nrahq.org

KS—Rick Chrisman
rchrisman@nrahq.org

NM—Peter Ide
pide@nrahq.org

OK—Darren DeLong
ddelong@nrahq.org

Northern TX—Chris Griffin
cgriffin@nrahq.org

Southern TX—Liz Foley
efoley@nrahq.org

Western TX—Jack Cannon
jcannon@nrahq.org

TRAINING
Crime Prevention

NRA’s Refuse To Be A Victim program 
provides men and women with 

common-sense crime prevention and 
personal safety strategies. The most up-to-
date schedule is available on the Internet 
at NRAInstructors.org. Please contact the 
instructor listed for more information.

AUG. 9—HOUSTON, TX
(Seminar)
Joe Woolley (281) 467-9792

AUG. 11—WICHITA, KS
(Seminar)
Warren Glore (316) 641-2842 

AUG. 17—GRAND JUNCTION, CO
(Seminar)
Guy Masterson (970) 270-3203

AUG. 25—WICHITA, KS
(Seminar)
Warren Glore (316) 641-2842

LAW ENFORCEMENT
Training

Public and private o�  cers interested in 
becoming � rearm instructors should 

attend one of NRA’s Law Enforcement 
Firearms Instructor Development Schools, 
designed to enhance the instructors’ 
� rearm knowledge and handling skills, 
as well as prepare them to develop 
e� ective training programs, instruct 
in a professional manner, and conduct 
practical training exercises. Restricted to 
law enforcement o�  cers only.

AUG. 4-8—TOPEKA, KS
(Handgun, Shotgun)

AUG. 18-22—LITTLETON, CO
(Tactical Shotgun)

Contact Mary Shine (703) 267-1628 or 
mshine@nrahq.org
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AUG. 2-3 BATESVILLE, AR
Independence County Fairgrounds, G&S 
Promotions (918) 659-2201

AUG. 2-3 OKLAHOMA CITY, OK
Oklahoma State Fair Park, RK Shows (563) 927-8176

AUG. 2-3 BRYAN, TX
Brazos County Expo Center, High Caliber Gun Show 
(281) 331-5969

AUG. 2-3 DALLAS, TX
Dallas Market Hall, Dallas Arms Collectors Ass’n 
(972) 369-6062

AUG. 2-3 MIDLAND, TX
Midland Horseshoe, Silver Spur Trade Shows  
(806) 253-1322

AUG. 2-3 SAN ANTONIO, TX
San Antonio Events Center, Saxet Trade Shows  
(361) 289-2256

AUG. 2-3 DENVER, CO
Denver Merchandise Mart, Tanner Gun Shows  
(303) 756-3467

AUG. 9-10 COLORADO SPRINGS, CO
Rustic Hills Event Center, Prospectors Sertoma  
(719) 630-3976

AUG. 9-10 ALBUQUERQUE, NM
Expo New Mexico, New Mexico Gun Collectors 
Ass’n (505) 262-1350

AUG. 9-10 HOUSTON, TX
George R. Brown Convention Center, Premier Gun 
Shows (817) 732-1194 

AUG. 9-10 KELLYVILLE, OK
Creek County Fairgrounds, Badshot Gun Show  
(405) 503-3665

AUG. 9-10 SHAWNEE, OK
Heart of Oklahoma Expo Center, G&S Promotions 
(918) 659-2201

AUG. 9-10 OKLAHOMA CITY, OK
Oklahoma State Fair Park, Oklahoma City Gun 
Shows (405) 842-3277

AUG. 9-10 CORPUS CHRISTI, TX
Bouchard Fairgrounds, Saxet Trade Shows  
(361) 289-2256

AUG. 9-10 ROUND TOP, TX
The Lone Star Gallery, The Real Texas Gun Show 
(713) 724-8881

AUG. 9-10 TYLER, TX
Harvey Hall Convention Center, Lone Star Gun 
Shows (214) 635-2009

AUG. 9-10 WICHITA FALLS, TX
Wichita Falls Event Center, Texas Collectors Gun 
Show (940) 692-3766

AUG. 16-17 ALBUQUERQUE, NM
Expo New Mexico, Silver Spur Trade Shows  
(806) 253-1322

AUG. 16-17 JONESBORO, AR 
Northeast Arkansas District Fair, RK Shows  
(563) 927-8176

AUG. 16-17 TULSA, OK
Tulsa Fairgrounds, Grand American Arms Show 
(405) 612-0223

AUG. 16-17 HOUSTON, TX
Reliant Center, High Caliber Gun Show  
(281) 331-5969

AUG. 16-17 NACOGDOCHES, TX
Nacogdoches County Expo Center, G&S Promotions 
(918) 659-2201

AUG. 23-24 COLORADO SPRINGS, CO
Freedom Financial Services Expo Center, Gun 
Shows of the Rockies (563) 927-8176

AUG. 23-24 LOVELAND, CO 
The Ranch Events Complex, Tanner Gun Shows 
(303) 756-3467

AUG. 23-24 BUCHANAN DAM, TX
Hill Country Hall, Wild Weasel Productions  
(210) 827-6302

AUG. 23-24 CANTON, TX
Canton Civic Center, G&S Promotions (918) 659-2201

AUG. 23-24 CLEVELAND, TX
Cleveland Civic Center, Greater Cleveland Chamber 
of Commerce (281) 592-8786

AUG. 23-24   FORT WORTH, TX
Amon Carter Exhibit Hall, Premier Gun Shows 
(817) 732-1194

AUG. 23-24 JEFFERSON, TX
Jefferson Visitor Building, Marion County Chamber 
of Commerce (903) 665-2672

AUG. 23-24 NEW BRAUNFELS, TX
New Braunfels Civic Center, Liberty Gun Shows 
(210) 708-6645

AUG. 23-24 PASADENA, TX
Pasadena Convention, High Caliber Gun Show 
(281) 331-5969

AUG. 30-31 HOUSTON, TX
George R. Brown Convention Center, High Caliber 
Gun Show (281) 331-5969

AUG. 30-31 MCALLEN, TX
McAllen Convention Center, Saxet Trade Shows 
(361) 289-2256

AUG. 30-31 MESQUITE, TX
Mesquite Rodeo Convention Center, Tier 1 Gun 
Shows (214) 341-2895

AUG. 30-31 SCHERTZ, TX
Schertz Civic Center, Texas Gun Shows  
(210) 872-7469

Dates and locations subject to change—contact the show before traveling. Discounted NRA membership sold through NRA 
recruiters. *Some shows may offer free admission for new membership and renewals. To become an NRA Recruiter call (703) 267-3776.

gunshows

Police Competition

NRA Police Pistol Combat competition 
is intended to be used as an extension 

of an officer’s training. See PPC Rulebook 
(Rule 2.4) for eligibility requirements.

AUG. 6—NORMAN, OK
(Registered)

AUG. 7-8—NORMAN, OK
(Regional)

AUG. 9—NORMAN, OK
(State Championship)

AUG. 9—ALBUQUERQUE, NM
(Registered)

Contact Tiffany King (703) 267-1621 or 
tking@nrahq.org

STATE ASSOCIATIONS

NRA-affiliated state associations 
promote and support the purposes, 

objectives, policies and programs of the 
NRA. For more information, contact your 
state association listed here, or log on to 
www.nrahq.org/clubs/index.asp.

Arkansas Rifle and Pistol Ass’n
Ann Fairless, Secretary/Treasurer
(501) 327-4702;
aekfairless@sbcglobal.net

Colorado State Shooting Ass’n
Tony Fabian, President
(720) 283-1376; pres@cssa.org

Kansas State Rifle Ass’n
Patricia Stoneking, President
(913) 608-1910;  
pstoneking@ksraweb.org

New Mexico Shooting Sports Ass’n, Inc.
Leonard Stans, Vice President
(505) 821-6356; vicepresident@nmssa.org

Oklahoma Rifle Ass’n
Charles Smith, Executive Director
(405) 324-8498; okgun@cox.net

Texas State Rifle Ass’n
David Stroud, President
(512) 615-4200; sass332@windstream.net
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For hotel accommodations at the NRA Annual Meetings, visit

www.nraam.org

NRA headquarters: (703) 267-1000
INTERNET ADDRESS: www.nra.org

Member information & bene� ts 
MEMBERSHIP ACCOUNT INFORMATION: (877) 672-2000 

 The “NRA Regional Report,” a service for NRA members, appears in every issue of American Ri� eman, American Hunter and 
America’s 1st Freedom. The Regional Report is an up-to-date listing of NRA conducted and/or sponsored events scheduled 
in your region for the current month. Call to verify event dates and locations before traveling.

MEMBER SERVICE (800) 672-3888
NRAstore.com (888) 607-6007
MEMBER PROGRAMS
 Hertz Car Rental CDP# 166609 (800) 654-2200
 AVIS Car Rental AWD# A832100 (800) 225-7094
 NRA Endorsed Insurance Programs (877) 672-3006
 NRA Endorsed Prescription Plan (888) 436-3700
 NRA Endorsed Check Program (888) 331-6767
 NRA VISA Card (866) NRA-VISA
 NRA Real Estate/Relocation Services (800) 593-2526
 NRA Endorsed Moving Program
    North American Van Lines (800) 524-5533
    Allied Van Lines (800) 871-8864
INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
 Grassroots/Legislative Hotline (800) 392-8683
OFFICE OF ADVANCEMENT (877) NRA-GIVE
THE NRA FOUNDATION (800) 423-6894

GIFT PLANNING (800) 672-4521
EDDIE EAGLE GUNSAFE PROGRAM (800) 231-0752
FRIENDS OF NRA (703) 267-1342
WOMEN ON TARGET (800) 861-1166
REFUSE TO BE A VICTIM (800) 861-1166
INSTRUCTOR/COACH (703) 267-1500
COMPETITIVE SHOOTING (703) 267-1468
FIELD OPERATIONS/RANGES (877) 672-7264
GUN COLLECTOR PROGRAMS (703) 267-1604
NRA AFFILIATED CLUBS (800) NRA-CLUB
HUNTER SERVICES (703) 267-1500
LAW ENFORCEMENT (703) 267-1640
NATIONAL FIREARMS MUSEUM (703) 267-1600
EDUCATION & TRAINING (703) 267-1500
MEDIA RELATIONS (703) 267-1595
YOUTH PROGRAMS (703) 267-1505  
PROGRAM MATERIALS CENTER (800) 336-7402

regional report  •  south

PISTOL
BLOUNTSTOWN, FL AUG. 10

SMALLBORE RIFLE
CUSSETA, GA AUG. 3
DONALDSONVILLE, LA AUG. 9
MEMPHIS, TN AUG. 16

HIGH POWER RIFLE
DONALDSONVILLE, LA AUG. 2
COVINGTON, GA AUG. 2
GALLATIN, TN AUG. 16

SILHOUETTE
PINSON, AL AUG. 9
PALM BAY, FL AUG. 16

For more information, contact Tonia Forte at 
(703) 267-1466 or tforte@nrahq.org. For a complete 

listing, see www.shootingsportsusa.com.

areashoots

Whether you’re a hunter, competitive 
shooter or just a proud gun owner, 

Friends of NRA has something for 
everyone. The format is simple—food, fun, 
family and fundraising! At every Friends of 
NRA banquet you’ll have the opportunity 
to participate in games, ra�  es, live and 
silent auctions, and more. You’ll also � nd 
many unique items including limited 
edition � rearms, wildlife art, jewelry and 
outdoor gear. To learn more about events 
in your area, visit www.friendsofnra.org, 
contact your local � eld representative or 
call (800) 672-3888, ext. 1342. 

Southern Region Director—Al Hammond
ahammond@nrahq.org

LA—Chad Bowen
cbowen@nrahq.org

AL, MS—Gene Newman
snewman@nrahq.org

Northern FL—Bret Eldridge
peldridge@nrahq.org

Southern FL—Tom Knight  
tknight@nrahq.org

GA—Brad Ward
bward@nrahq.org

Eastern NC—Lloyd Edwards
ledwards@nrahq.org

Western NC—Doug Merrill
rmerrill@nrahq.org

SC—Charles Johnson
cjohnson2@nrahq.org

TN—Mike Webb
mwebb@nrahq.org

TRAINING
Crime Prevention

NRA’s Refuse To Be A Victim program 
provides men and women with 

common-sense crime prevention and 
personal safety strategies. The most up-to-
date schedule is available on the Internet 
at NRAInstructors.org. Please contact the 
instructor listed for more information.

AUG. 1—FORT MYERS, FL
(Instructor Development Workshop)
Alecs Dean (239) 357-3437

AUG. 2—LAKE PARK, FL
(Seminar)
David D’Eugenio (561) 844-1381

AUG. 3—GULF COAST, MS
(Seminar)
William Long (504) 729-0255

AUG. 3—GULF COAST, MS
(Instructor Development Workshop)
William Long (504) 729-0255

AUG. 3—LAKE PARK, FL
(Instructor Development Workshop)
David D’Eugenio (561) 844-1381

AUG. 16—BUFORD, GA
(Instructor Development Workshop)
Verne Fowler (678) 620-3008

AUG. 25—FORT MYERS, FL
(Seminar)
Alecs Dean (239) 357-3437

AUG. 29—FORT MYERS, FL
(Instructor Development Workshop)
Alecs Dean (239) 357-3437

Women’s Events

NRA Women on Target o� ers safe, fun-
� lled instructional shooting clinics. For 

more information please contact the clinic 
director listed or go to the NRA ISC website 
www.nrahq.org/women/isc/clinics.asp. 

AUG. 14—MCDONOUGH, GA
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Pistol)
Andrew Carty (678) 432-4867

AUG. 17—WENDELL, NC
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Pistol)
Barry Allen (919) 868-7354

LAW ENFORCEMENT
Training

Public and private o�  cers interested in 
becoming � rearm instructors should 

attend one of NRA’s Law Enforcement 
Firearms Instructor Development Schools, 
designed to enhance the instructors’ 
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AUG. 2-3 NASHVILLE, TN
Tennessee State Fairgrounds, Bill Goodman Gun 
Shows (502) 538-3900

AUG. 2-3 COLUMBUS, GA
Ironworks Convention Center, Eastman Gun Shows 
(229) 425-9881

AUG. 2-3 MOBILE, AL
Greater Gulf State Fairgrounds, Collectors  
& Shooters Co. (334) 322-8818

AUG. 2-3 GONZALES, LA
Lamar Dixon Expo Hall, Classic Arms Productions 
(985) 624-8577

AUG. 2-3 CARTERSVILLE, GA
Clarence Brown Conference Center, RK Gun Shows 
(563) 927-8176

AUG.  2-3 TAMPA, FL
Florida State Fairgrounds, Suncoast Gun Shows 
(330) 963-6964

AUG. 2-3 COLUMBIA, SC
Jamil Shrine Center, South Carolina Arms Collectors 
Ass’n (803) 463-9377

AUG. 2-3 HATTIESBURG, MS
Forrest County Multi Purpose Center, B&B Gun 
Shows (662) 209-6266

AUG. 2-3 KINGPORT, TN
Meadowview Convention Center, RK Gun Shows 
(563) 927-8176

AUG. 2-3 RALEIGH, NC
North Carolina State Fairgrounds, Dixie Gun & Knife 
Show (919) 781-1287

AUG. 2-3 SOUTHAVEN, MS
Southaven Arena, Tri-Lake Gun & Knife Show  
(662) 934-9077

AUG. 9-10 WINSTON-SALEM, NC
LJVM Coliseum, C&E Gun Shows (540) 953-0016

AUG. 9-10 SAVANNAH, GA
Savannah Civic Center, Eastman Gun Shows  
(229) 425-9881

AUG. 9-10 WEST PALM BEACH, FL
South Florida Fairgrounds, Florida Gun & Knife 
Shows (321) 777-7455

AUG. 9-10 JACKSON, MS
Mississippi Trade Mart Building, Great Southern Gun 
& Knife Shows (865) 458-0051

AUG. 9-10 GREENVILLE, SC
TD Convention Center, South Carolina Arms 
Collectors Ass’n (803) 463-9377

AUG. 9-10 BROOKSVILLE, FL
Hernando County Fairgrounds, Hernando 
Sportsman’s Club of Florida (352) 799-3605

AUG. 9-10 PANAMA CITY, FL
Bay County Fairgrounds, Florida Gun Shows  
(407) 275-7233

AUG. 9-10 LAFAYETTE, LA
Lafayette Event Center, Classic Arms Productions 
(985) 624-8577

AUG. 9-10 COCOA, FL
Space Coast Convention Center, New Orlando Gun 
Show (407) 568-3365

AUG. 9-10 SARASOTA, FL
Ramada Inn, Lee County Gun Collectors  
(239) 223-3370

AUG. 9-10 KNOXVILLE, TN
Kerbela Shiners Temple, Smoky Mountain Gun 
Collectors Ass’n (865) 740-7622

AUG. 16-17 HUNTSVILLE, AL
Cahaba Shrine, VPI Gun Shows (256) 381-0506

AUG. 16-17 MARIETTA, GA
Cobb County Civic Center, Eastman Gun Shows 
(229) 425-9881

AUG. 16-17 KENNER, LA
Pontchartrain Center, Great Southern Gun & Knife 
Shows (865) 458-0051

AUG. 16-17 CHARLOTTE, NC
Metrolina Expo Trade Show Center, Dixie Gun & 
Knife Show (919) 781-1287

AUG. 16-17 ANDALUSIA, AL
Kiwanis Community Center, South Alabama Gun 
Club (334) 222-3671

AUG. 16-17 ORLANDO, FL
Central Florida Fairgrounds, Florida Gun Shows  
(407) 275-7233

AUG. 16-17 FORT LAUDERDALE, FL
War Memorial Auditorium, Suncoast Gun Shows 
(330) 963-6964

AUG. 16-17 KNOXVILLE, TN
Expo Center, RK Gun Shows (563) 927-8176

AUG. 16-17 GREENVILLE, NC
Greenville Convention Center, S&D Show 
Promotions (252) 745-5647

AUG. 23-24 BILOXI, MS
Mississippi Coast Coliseum & Convention Center, 
Classic Arms Productions (985) 624-8577

AUG. 23-24 HOUMA, LA
Houma-Terrebonne Civic Center, Jean Lafitte Gun 
Shows (337) 302-5535

AUG. 23-24 GWINNETT, GA
North Atlanta Trade Center, Eastman Gun Shows 
(229) 425-9881

AUG. 23-24 PENSACOLA, FL
Interstate Fairgrounds, Florida Gun Shows  
(407) 275-7233

AUG. 23-24 LABELLE, FL
LaBelle Civic Center, Lee County Gun Collectors 
(239) 223-3370

AUG. 23-24 PALM BAY, FL
Palm Bay Community Center, Patriot Productions 
(866) 611-0442

AUG. 23-24 FORT MYERS, FL
Lee Civic Center, Suncoast Gun Shows 
(330) 963-6964

AUG. 23-24 RUSTON, LA
Ruston Civic Center, Ruston-Lincoln Chamber of 
Commerce (512) 255-2031

AUG. 30-31 BOSSIER CITY, LA
Bossier Civic Center, ArkLaTex Gun Collections Ass’n 
(318) 949-3126

AUG. 30-31 MELBOURNE, FL
Melbourne Auditorium, Florida Gun & Knife Shows 
(321) 777-7455

AUG. 30-31 CHATTANOOGA, TN
Camp Jordan Arena, RK Gun Shows (563) 927-8176

AUG. 30-31 CAPE CORAL, FL
German American Social Club, Lee County Gun 
Collectors (239) 223-3370

AUG. 30-31 WILMINGTON, NC
Wilmington National Guard Armory, S&D Show 
Promotions (252) 745-5647

AUG. 30-31 MIAMI, FL
Dade County Harley Davidson, Florida Gun Shows 
(407) 275-7233

Dates and locations subject to change—contact the show before traveling. Discounted NRA membership sold through NRA recruiters.  
*Some shows may offer free admission for new membership and renewals. To become an NRA Recruiter call (703) 267-3772.

gunshows

firearm knowledge and handling skills, 
as well as prepare them to develop 
effective training programs, instruct 
in a professional manner, and conduct 
practical training exercises. Restricted to 
law enforcement officers only.

AUG. 4-8—MEMPHIS, TN
(Handgun, Shotgun)

AUG. 4-8—CODEN, AL
(Tactical Shooting)

AUG. 11-15—TUSCALOOSA, AL
(Patrol Rifle)

AUG. 18-22—SOUTHPORT, FL
(Patrol Rifle)

AUG. 25-29—DELAND, FL
(Handgun)

Contact Rudis Amaya (703) 267-1636  
or ramaya@nrahq.org

Police Competition

NRA Police Pistol Combat competition 
is intended to be used as an extension 

of an officer’s training. See PPC Rulebook 
(Rule 2.4) for eligibility requirements.

AUG. 7—CHARLESTON, SC
(Registered)

AUG. 8—TUSCALOOSA, AL
(Registered)

AUG. 8—COLUMBIA, SC
(Approved)

AUG. 9-10—TUSCALOOSA, AL
(Regional)

AUG. 12—PEARL, MS
(Registered)

AUG. 29—LEXINGTON, SC
(Registered)

AUG. 30—MEMPHIS, TN
(Registered)

Contact Tiffany King (703) 267-1621  
or tking@nrahq.org
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NRA headquarters: (703) 267-1000
INTERNET ADDRESS: www.nra.org

Member information & bene� ts 
MEMBERSHIP ACCOUNT INFORMATION: (877) 672-2000 

 The “NRA Regional Report,” a service for NRA members, appears in every issue of American Ri� eman, American Hunter and 
America’s 1st Freedom. The Regional Report is an up-to-date listing of NRA conducted and/or sponsored events scheduled 
in your region for the current month. Call to verify event dates and locations before traveling.

MEMBER SERVICE (800) 672-3888
NRAstore.com (888) 607-6007
MEMBER PROGRAMS
 Hertz Car Rental CDP# 166609 (800) 654-2200
 AVIS Car Rental AWD# A832100 (800) 225-7094
 NRA Endorsed Insurance Programs (877) 672-3006
 NRA Endorsed Prescription Plan (888) 436-3700
 NRA Endorsed Check Program (888) 331-6767
 NRA VISA Card (866) NRA-VISA
 NRA Real Estate/Relocation Services (800) 593-2526
 NRA Endorsed Moving Program
    North American Van Lines (800) 524-5533
    Allied Van Lines (800) 871-8864
INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
 Grassroots/Legislative Hotline (800) 392-8683
OFFICE OF ADVANCEMENT (877) NRA-GIVE
THE NRA FOUNDATION (800) 423-6894

GIFT PLANNING (800) 672-4521
EDDIE EAGLE GUNSAFE PROGRAM (800) 231-0752
FRIENDS OF NRA (703) 267-1342
WOMEN ON TARGET (800) 861-1166
REFUSE TO BE A VICTIM (800) 861-1166
INSTRUCTOR/COACH (703) 267-1500
COMPETITIVE SHOOTING (703) 267-1468
FIELD OPERATIONS/RANGES (877) 672-7264
GUN COLLECTOR PROGRAMS (703) 267-1604
NRA AFFILIATED CLUBS (800) NRA-CLUB
HUNTER SERVICES (703) 267-1500
LAW ENFORCEMENT (703) 267-1640
NATIONAL FIREARMS MUSEUM (703) 267-1600
EDUCATION & TRAINING (703) 267-1500
MEDIA RELATIONS (703) 267-1595
YOUTH PROGRAMS (703) 267-1505  
PROGRAM MATERIALS CENTER (800) 336-7402

regional report  •  southwest

PISTOL
SLOUGHHOUSE, CA AUG. 3
ESCONDIDO, CA AUG. 10

HIGH POWER RIFLE
BOULDER CITY, NV AUG. 10
TUCSON, AZ AUG. 23
OJAI, CA AUG. 31
CAMP PENDLETON, CA AUG. 31

SILHOUETTE
MESA, AZ AUG. 3 
NORCO, CA AUG. 3
MESA, AZ AUG. 3
PHOENIX, AZ AUG. 10
CUPERTINO, CA AUG. 13
TUCSON, AZ AUG. 17
BURNEY, CA AUG. 23
TUCSON, AZ AUG. 23
BURNEY, CA AUG. 23

For more information, contact Tonia Forte at 
(703) 267-1466 or tforte@nrahq.org. For a complete 

listing, see www.shootingsportsusa.com.

areashoots

Whether you’re a hunter, 
competitive shooter or just a 

proud gun owner, Friends of NRA has 
something for everyone. The format 
is simple—food, fun, family and 
fundraising! At every Friends of NRA 
banquet you’ll have the opportunity 
to participate in games, ra�  es, live 
and silent auctions, and more. You’ll 
also � nd many unique items including 
limited edition � rearms, wildlife art, 
jewelry and outdoor gear. To learn more 

about events in your area, visit 
www.

friendsofnra.org, contact your local � eld 
representative or call (800) 672-3888, 
ext. 1342. 

Southwest Region Director—Jason Quick
jquick@nrahq.org

AZ—Winston Pendleton
wpendleton@nrahq.org

Mid CA—Bob Anderson
randerson@nrahq.org 

Central CA—Paul Rodarmel
prodarmel@nrahq.org

Eastern CA, Western NV—Steve Wilson
swilson@nrahq.org

Northern CA—Dan Wilhelm
dwilhelm@nrahq.org

Southern CA, Southern NV—Mike Davis
mdavis@nrahq.org

UT, Eastern NV—John Kendall
jkendall@nrahq.org

TRAINING
Crime Prevention

NRA’s Refuse To Be A Victim program 
provides men and women with 

common-sense crime prevention and 
personal safety strategies. The most up-to-

Knife of the Year: 
Abalone Lock-Back Folder Knife
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AUG. 2-3 PAYSON, AZ
Tonto-Apache Recreation Gymnasium, Firing Pin 
Enterprizes (928) 485-0437

AUG. 2-3 ONTARIO, CA
Ontario Convention Center, Crossroads of the 
West (801) 544-9125

AUG. 9-10 GLENDALE, AZ
University of Phoenix Stadium, Crossroads of the 
West (801) 544-9125

AUG. 9-10 STOCKTON, CA
San Joaquin County Fairgrounds, Code of the West 
Productions (530) 676-8762

AUG. 16-17 PRESCOTT VALLEY, AZ
Tim’s Toyota Center, Arizona Peacemakers  
(520) 747-5709

AUG. 16-17 COSTA MESA, CA
Orange County Fair and Event Center, Crossroads 
of the West (801) 544-9125

AUG. 23-24 ANTIOCH, CA
Contra Costa County Fairgrounds, Code of the 
West Productions (530) 676-8762

AUG. 23-24 BAKERSFIELD, CA
Kern County Fair Grounds, Central Coast Gun 
Shows (805) 481-6726

AUG. 23-24 LAS VEGAS, NV
Cashman Field Center, Crossroads of the West 
(801) 544-9125

AUG. 23-24 SALT LAKE CITY, UT 
South Towne Expo Center, Rocky Mountain Gun 
Show (801) 589-0975

AUG. 30-31 YUMA, AZ
Yuma Civic Center, Yuma Territorial Gun Shows 
(928) 920-0837

AUG. 30-31 TUCSON, AZ
Grant Inn, Arizona Peacemakers (520) 747-5709

AUG. 30-31 CARSON CITY, NV
Mills Park, American Dream Gun Shows  
(775) 835-9677

AUG. 30-31 LAS VEGAS, NV
Sports Center, OKC Gun Show, Inc. (405) 842-3277

Dates and locations subject to change—contact the show 
before traveling. Discounted NRA membership  

sold through NRA recruiters. *Some shows may offer free 
admission for new membership and renewals.  

To become an NRA Recruiter call (703) 267-3784.

gunshows

date schedule is available on the Internet 
at NRAInstructors.org. Please contact the 
instructor listed for more information.

AUG. 16—LOGAN, UT
(Seminar)
Donna Timpke (435) 755-0663

AUG. 9—RAMONA, CA
(Seminar)
Peter Schultz (760) 789-0987

AUG. 24—ORANGE, CA
(Seminar)
T.J. Johnston (714) 744-4485

AUG. 24—ORANGE, CA
(Instructor Development Workshop)
T.J. Johnston (714) 744-4485

Women’s Events

NRA Women on Target offers safe, 
fun-filled instructional shooting 

clinics. For more information please 
contact the clinic director listed or go to 
the NRA ISC website www.nrahq.org/
women/isc/clinics.asp. 

AUG. 9—OGDEN, UT
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Pistol)
Patty Bennett (801) 781-7432

AUG. 10—AZUSA, CA
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Rifle)       
Raymond Chiu (626) 712-9565

AUG. 16—RICHMOND, CA
Instructional Shooting Clinic 
(Pistol, Rifle)
Mary Trudell (415) 383-3283

AUG. 16—CONCORD, CA 
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Pistol)
John Bruhl trivalleymc@sbcglobal.net 

AUG. 26—SAN RAFAEL, CA 
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Pistol)
Mary Trudell (415) 383-3283 

LAW ENFORCEMENT
Training

Public and private officers interested 
in becoming firearm instructors 

should attend one of NRA’s Law 
Enforcement Firearms Instructor 
Development Schools, designed 
to enhance the instructors’ firearm 
knowledge and handling skills, as 
well as prepare them to develop 
effective training programs, instruct 

in a professional manner, and conduct 
practical training exercises. Restricted to 
law enforcement officers only.

AUG. 4-8—SAN DIEGO, CA
(Handgun, Shotgun)

Contact Mary Shine (703) 267-1628 or 
mshine@nrahq.org

Police Competition

NRA Police Pistol Combat competition 
is intended to be used as an 

extension of an officer’s training. See 
PPC Rulebook (Rule 2.4) for eligibility 
requirements.

AUG. 20-23—SAN DIEGO, CA
(Regional)

AUG. 22-23—SAN DIEGO, CA
(Registered)

STATE ASSOCIATIONS

NRA-affiliated state associations 
promote and support the purposes, 

objectives, policies and programs of the 
NRA. For more information, contact your 
state association listed here, or log on to 
www.nrahq.org/clubs/index.asp.

Arizona State Rifle & Pistol Ass’n
Noble Hathaway, President
(623) 687-4251; president@asrpa.com

California Rifle & Pistol Ass’n, Inc.
John Fields, Executive Director
(714) 992-2772; jcfields@crpa.org

Nevada Firearms Coalition
Don Turner, President
(702) 373-5935; don@nvfac.org 

Utah State Rifle & Pistol Ass’n
Elwood Powell, President
(801) 394-1900; 1dpowell@sisna.com
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2015 NRA ANNUAL MEETINGS  •  APRIL 10-12  •  NASHVILLE, TN For 
For hotel accommodations at the NRA Annual Meetings, visit

www.nraam.org

NRA headquarters: (703) 267-1000
INTERNET ADDRESS: www.nra.org

Member information & bene� ts 
MEMBERSHIP ACCOUNT INFORMATION: (877) 672-2000 

 The “NRA Regional Report,” a service for NRA members, appears in every issue of American Ri� eman, American Hunter and 
America’s 1st Freedom. The Regional Report is an up-to-date listing of NRA conducted and/or sponsored events scheduled 
in your region for the current month. Call to verify event dates and locations before traveling.

MEMBER SERVICE (800) 672-3888
NRAstore.com (888) 607-6007
MEMBER PROGRAMS
 Hertz Car Rental CDP# 166609 (800) 654-2200
 AVIS Car Rental AWD# A832100 (800) 225-7094
 NRA Endorsed Insurance Programs (877) 672-3006
 NRA Endorsed Prescription Plan (888) 436-3700
 NRA Endorsed Check Program (888) 331-6767
 NRA VISA Card (866) NRA-VISA
 NRA Real Estate/Relocation Services (800) 593-2526
 NRA Endorsed Moving Program
    North American Van Lines (800) 524-5533
    Allied Van Lines (800) 871-8864
INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
 Grassroots/Legislative Hotline (800) 392-8683
OFFICE OF ADVANCEMENT (877) NRA-GIVE
THE NRA FOUNDATION (800) 423-6894

GIFT PLANNING (800) 672-4521
EDDIE EAGLE GUNSAFE PROGRAM (800) 231-0752
FRIENDS OF NRA (703) 267-1342
WOMEN ON TARGET (800) 861-1166
REFUSE TO BE A VICTIM (800) 861-1166
INSTRUCTOR/COACH (703) 267-1500
COMPETITIVE SHOOTING (703) 267-1468
FIELD OPERATIONS/RANGES (877) 672-7264
GUN COLLECTOR PROGRAMS (703) 267-1604
NRA AFFILIATED CLUBS (800) NRA-CLUB
HUNTER SERVICES (703) 267-1500
LAW ENFORCEMENT (703) 267-1640
NATIONAL FIREARMS MUSEUM (703) 267-1600
EDUCATION & TRAINING (703) 267-1500
MEDIA RELATIONS (703) 267-1595
YOUTH PROGRAMS (703) 267-1505  
PROGRAM MATERIALS CENTER (800) 336-7402

regional report  •  west

Knife of the Year: 
Abalone Lock-Back Folder Knife

PISTOL
BILLINGS, MT AUG. 9
SHERWOOD, OR AUG. 16-17

HIGH POWER RIFLE
BILLINGS, MT AUG. 2
PORT TOWNSEND, WA AUG. 10

SILHOUETTE
MISSOULA, MT AUG. 2
SODA SPRINGS, ID AUG. 2

For more information, contact Tonia Forte at 
(703) 267-1466 or tforte@nrahq.org. For a complete 

listing, see www.shootingsportsusa.com.

areashoots

Whether you’re a hunter, competitive 
shooter or just a proud gun 

owner, Friends of NRA has something 
for everyone. The format is simple—
food, fun, family and fundraising! At 
every Friends of NRA banquet you’ll 
have the opportunity to participate in 
games, ra�  es, live and silent auctions, 
and more. You’ll also � nd many unique 
items including limited edition � rearms, 
wildlife art, jewelry and outdoor gear. 

To learn more about events in your area, 
visit www.friendsofnra.org, contact 
your local � eld representative or call 
(800) 672-3888, ext. 1342. 

Western Region Director—Brad Kruger
bkruger@nrahq.org

MN—Scott Lembke
slembke@nrahq.org

ND, SD—Clay Pederson
cpederson@nrahq.org

Northern AK—Josh Toennessen
jtoennessen@nrahq.org

Southern AK—Greg Stephens
gstephens@nrahq.org

ID—Steve Vreeland
svreeland@nrahq.org

MT—Joe Crismore
jcrismore@nrahq.org

OR, HI—Mike Carey
mcarey@nrahq.org

WA—Brad Kruger
bkruger@nrahq.org

WY—Dave Manzer
dmanzer@nrahq.org 

STATE ASSOCIATIONS

NRA-a�  liated state associations 
promote and support the purposes, 

objectives, policies and programs of the 
NRA. For more information, contact your 
state association listed here, or log on to 
www.nrahq.org/clubs/index.asp.

Alaska Outdoor Council, Inc.
Rod Arno, Executive Director
(907) 264-6645
aoc@alaskaoutdoorcouncil.org

Hawaii Rifle Ass’n
Harvey Gerwig, President & Director
(808) 306-7194
hghawaii@gmail.com

Idaho State Rifle and Pistol Ass’n
Neill Goodfellow, President
(208) 452-0293
president@idahosrpa.org

Minnesota Rifle and Revolver Ass’n
George Minerich, President
(320) 968-6898
president@mrra.org

Montana Rifle and Pistol Ass’n
Jamey Williams, President
(406) 868-4181; jameydan@gmail.com
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AUG. 1-3 MISSOULA, MT
Adams Event Center, Hayes Otoupalik  
(406) 549-4817

AUG. 2-3 PENDLETON, OR
Pendleton Convention Center, Collectors West 
(800) 659-3440

AUG. 2-3 PUYALLUP, WA
Western Washington Fairgrounds, Washington 
Arms Collectors (425) 255-8410

AUG. 8-10 LIVINGSTON, MT
Park County Fairgrounds, Bryan Gillette  
(406) 580-5458

AUG. 9 VANCOUVER, WA
Clark County Square Dance Center, Arms 
Collectors of Southwest Washington  
(360) 263-7511

AUG. 9-10 BILLINGS, MT
Holiday Inn, Up In Arms Gun Shows  
(208) 547-4005

AUG. 9-10 PORTLAND, OR
Holiday Inn, Oregon Arms Collectors (503) 254-5986

AUG. 9-10 ANOKA, MN
Anoka Ice Arena, Crocodile Productions  
(763) 754-7140

AUG. 15-17 SIDNEY, MT
Richland County Fair and Rodeo, Weapons 
Collectors Society of Montana (406) 480-5594

AUG. 16-17 BUFFALO, MN
Buffalo Civic Center, Minnesota Weapons 
Collectors Ass’n (612) 721-8976

AUG. 16-17 HELENA, MT
Red Lion Colonial Inn, Up In Arms Gun Shows 
(208) 547-4005

AUG. 22-24 ANACONDA, MT
Elks Lodge, Weapons Collectors Society of 
Montana (406) 832-3238

AUG. 23-24 PORTLAND, OR
Portland Expo Center, Collectors West  
(800) 659-3440

AUG. 23-24 CENTRALIA, WA
SouthWest Washington Fairgrounds, Wes Knodel 
Gun Shows (503) 363-9564

AUG. 23-24 YAKIMA, WA
Central Washington State Fairgrounds, Sports 
Connection (406) 633-2206

AUG. 23-24 ROCHESTER, MN
Olmsted County Fairgrounds, Zumbro Valley Arms 
Collectors (507) 289-2520
 

AUG. 23-24 MORRISTOWN, MN
Ahlman’s, Ahlman’s, Inc. (507) 685-4243

 
Dates and locations subject to change—contact the show 

before traveling. Discounted NRA membership  
sold through NRA recruiters. *Some shows may offer free 

admission for new membership and renewals.  
To become an NRA Recruiter call (703) 267-3784.

gunshows

North Dakota Shooting Sports Ass’n
Eric Pueppke, Executive Officer 
(701) 967-8450 

Oregon State Shooting Ass’n
Nelson Shew, President
(541) 409-3358 

South Dakota Shooting Sports Ass’n
Dan Anderson, Secretary
(605) 428-5488  
dan@sdshootingsports.org

LAW ENFORCEMENT
Police Competition

NRA Police Pistol Combat competition 
is intended to be used as an 

extension of an officer’s training. See 
PPC Rulebook (Rule 2.4) for eligibility 
requirements.

AUG. 8-9—RICHLAND, WA
(State Championship)

AUG. 10—RICHLAND, WA
(Regional)

AUG. 16—ARLINGTON, WA
(Approved)

Contact Tiffany King (703) 267-1621 or 
tking@nrahq.org

TRAINING

Women’s Events

NRA Women on Target offers safe, fun-
filled instructional shooting clinics. For 

more information please contact the clinic 
director listed or go to the NRA ISC website 
www.nrahq.org/women/isc/clinics.asp. 

AUG. 2—SOLDOTNA, AK   
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Rifle)
Elaina Spraker (907) 262-9592

AUG. 9—THREE FORKS, MT
Instructional Shooting Clinic 
(Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun)
Connie Plenke (406) 388-0168

AUG. 9—EUREKA, MT
Instructional Shooting Clinic 
(Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun)
Marilyn Eider (406) 882-4265

AUG. 12—ANCHORAGE, AK
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Shotgun)    
Larry Boyle (907) 334-9017

AUG. 15—ELK MOUNTAIN, WY 
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Pistol)
Susan Havers (307) 348-7774

AUG. 23—MILTON-FREEWATER, OR
Instructional Shooting Clinic 
(Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun, Muzzleloader)
Lachelle Johnson (509) 301-3803
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ILA report: Latest legislative news from inside the NRA Institute for Legislative Action

Chair of Federal “Gun Violence Prevention Task 
Force” Introduces Wide-Ranging Gun Control Bill 

One week after the tragic stabbing and shooting 
deaths in Isla Vista, Calif., U.S. Rep. Mike Thompson, 
D-Calif., chair of the House Gun Violence Preven-

tion Task Force, introduced what he is calling “the Promot-
ing Healthy Minds for Safer Communities Act of 2014.” In 
truth, the bill is largely composed of gun control measures 
that mirror and supplement acts being pursued in the 
states by the likes of former New York Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg and his “Everytown” gun control cabal.

After a nod to more general mental health reform with a 
series of new funding provisions in its first two titles, the bill 
gets down to gun control in Title III. There, it explicitly autho-
rizes the Centers for Disease Control to study “gun violence,” 
a code phrase used to smear the general concept of firearm 
ownership. It also undermines protections placed in Obam-
acare to prevent physicians from inappropriately collecting 
information about lawful firearm ownership. Some oppo-
nents of these protections claimed they were unnecessary, 
asserting that the healthcare legislation had nothing to do 
with firearms. Yet Thompson’s bill would explicitly authorize 
doctors to question “a patient about the ownership, posses-
sion, use, or storage of a firearm or ammunition in the home 
of such patient,” whatever the patient’s need for treatment.

Title IV of the bill would expand existing prohibited 
person categories under the federal Gun Control Act. 
Outpatient mental health treatment would become pro-
hibiting in some circumstances. Misdemeanor prohibi-
tions would also be expanded, including an entirely new 
prohibition related to “stalking convictions.” As defined in 
the bill, such convictions would not require any finding of 
violence or even violent intent, nor would they be limited 
to offenses occurring between persons with pre-existing 
relationships. The existing domestic violence misde-
meanor prohibition would also be expanded to capture a 
much larger class of people. These prohibitions, more-
over, would apply not just to future outpatient “commit-
ments” or convictions, but to those that had occurred 
in the past. Thus, persons who have long been in lawful 
possession of firearms without problem or incident could 
suddenly find themselves subject to federal felony penal-
ties for continued possession. 

Another provision would limit states’ eligibility for 
certain federal grants unless the state had certain types 
of gun control laws or procedures. One option would be 
for the state to authorize police to seize the firearms and 
ammunition of individuals who are deemed to pose an 
“elevated risk of harm,” even if no other criminal or mental 
health proceedings are initiated. Such findings, accord-
ing to the bill, could arise from a “history” of substance 
abuse or a determination that the person “lacks impulse 
control.” Another option would be for the state to “tem-
porarily” prohibit firearm possession by persons involun-
tarily hospitalized for at least 48 hours for mental health 
reasons, even if just for an evaluation that ultimately 
determines the person does not pose an elevated risk. 
Because the term “temporary” is not defined, however, 
it could conceivably mean anything short of permanent 
disarmament. 

Still other provisions would undermine the relief-
from-disabilities provisions of the NICS Improvement 
Amendments Act of 2007 (NIAA). For several years, states 
have been changing their laws to comply with the origi-
nal provisions of that act. Those changes, however, would 
prove meaningless if the bill were enacted. Also unclear 
would be the status of persons who had undergone 
rights restoration under the original version of the NIAA, 
but not under the greatly expanded procedures that 
would be mandated under Thompson’s bill.

The NRA strongly opposes this incursion on Second 
Amendment rights. Not only is it unjustified and expan-
sive in its prohibitions, it exploits stigmatizing stereo-
types of the mentally ill, most of whom do not pose an 
elevated risk of harm.

U.S. Rep. Mike Thompson 
introduces a gun control bill with 
expansive prohibitions.
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Anti-Gun Politicians Work to Make California Murders Fit Their Agenda

Not long after May’s rampage 
involving the use of knives, guns 
and a vehicle in Isla Vista, Calif., a 

familiar chorus of anti-gun voices began 
calling for the reconsideration of failed 
federal gun control legislation. Sen. Richard 
Blumenthal, D-Conn., led the charge for the 
Senate stating, in reference to the gun con-
trol legislation that failed to pass in 2013, “I 
am going to urge that we bring back those 
bills.” On the House side, Rep. Peter King, 
R-N.Y., advocated for an expansion of 
background checks.

These calls for more gun control 
neglect the laws California currently has 
on the books. California’s present gun 
control scheme is so elaborate, the Brady 
Campaign and the Law Center to Prevent 
Gun Violence grade the state’s gun 
control laws an A-, and rank the state 
number one in the country for restricting 
firearms. The Brady Campaign website 
boasts, “California has enacted the 
strongest firearm laws in the nation and 
consistently ranks #1 on the Brady Cam-
paign’s annual state scorecards.” More 
specifically, California already has the 
laws in place that gun control supporters 
are trying to enact federally, which failed 
to stop the Isla Vista perpetrator.

California prohibits the private 
transfer of all types of firearms, mandat-
ing that firearm transfers be subject to 
a background check and registration. 
California also has in place a 10-day wait-
ing period, and handgun purchasers are 
required to possess a CCW license or a 

Handgun Safety Certificate. The Isla Vista 
attacker used three pistols in the attack, 
all of which were bought on separate 
occasions. According to the Los Angeles 
Times, the guns “were legally purchased 
and registered to him.”

California’s ban on so-called “assault 
weapons” also did nothing to prevent 
this crime. Since 1989, California has had 
some form of “assault weapons” ban. 
In 2000, the ban was expanded, and 
defines a firearm as an “assault weapon” 
based on whether the gun has certain 
features. In California, a pistol is an “assault 
weapon” if it is capable of accepting a 
detachable magazine and has just one of 
several features, such as a threaded bar-
rel, a second handgrip or a barrel shroud. 
None of the attacker’s firearms were 
covered by California’s “assault weapons” 
ban, and none would have been covered 
under “assault weapons” legislation 
offered by Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., 
in 2013.

A state law limiting magazine capacity 
also proved futile and was easily circum-
vented by the attacker. Under California 
law it is illegal to sell, import or manu-
facture magazines with a capacity larger 
than 10 rounds. According to the New York 
Times, the attacker possessed 41 10-round 
magazines during the assault. 

Further, those seeking to push gun 
restrictions on the mentally ill should 
examine the failure of California’s already 
expansive prohibitions on firearm posses-
sion for mental health reasons. In addition 

to the federal mental health prohibiting 
categories, California encourages licensed 
psychotherapists to alert law enforce-
ment to a patient that has made a threat 
of violence, and subsequently bars that 
patient from firearm possession for five 
years. The state also enforces a five-year 
ban on possessing firearms for anyone 
who has received a 72-hour mental health 
evaluation, even if the evaluation doesn’t 
result in further hospitalization. 

The Isla Vista attacker’s mental health 
was under significant surveillance in 
the time period preceding the attack. 
CNN reported that the attacker was the 
patient of “at least two therapists prior 
to his death.” Additionally, shortly before 
the attack, concerns by someone close to 
the attacker prompted the Santa Barbara 
County Sheriff’s Office to conduct a 
welfare check on the perpetrator. Despite 
this, neither mental health nor law 
enforcement professionals determined 
that the attacker met the unusually low 
threshold California law imposes for 
the abridgment of a person’s right to 
bear arms. 

Those exploiting the Isla Vista attacks 
in order to argue for more gun control 
should instead consider the failure of 
California’s gun control laws in prevent-
ing this tragedy. This episode makes 
clear that heaping additional burdens 
upon the law-abiding will not stop those 
who are intent upon violence from work-
ing within or around the law to achieve 
their evil purposes.

IN MEMORY NRA-ILA CONTRIBUTIONS
(April 24 – May 26, 2014)
Arthur Gedeon, Linesville, PA (from Violet Gedeon); Robert G. Hill, Roper, NC (from Carol  Hill); W.H. Gorman, Independence, MO  (from Stella Gorman); 
Raymond Christenson, Plaza, ND (from Marvel Christenson); James Behrndt, Battle Creek, MI (from Armina Behrndt); Robert O’Conner, Missoula, 
MT (from Michael O’Conner); Reed G. Schulze, Rome, OH (from Eric & Laurie Schulze, Lawrence & Darlene Easton, David & Sally White, David & Marie 
Arnold, B.C. & T.M. Hiltz, Sheryll Gowing, Ronald & Rebecca Moyer, Richard & Donna Downing, and Clare Carlson); Mark Jacobs (from Reed Stephens); Don 
Hendricks (from Wyaman & Janet Warren); Norma Severson, Eau Claire, WI (from Michael & Lori Roach); Herbert “Bud” Klein, Keskaskia Island, IL (from Carl 
& Linda Jokerst); F.W. Rennie (from Warren & Vickie Alves); Roy D. Johnston, Ellijay, GA (from Terrence & Melissa O’Brien); Chet Westergard, Hayesville, 
NC (from Melvin & Eleanor Moyer); Nelson Binge (from Hamburg Rod & Gun Club, Inc.); Deceased Members of the Dundee Sportsman’s Club (from 
Dundee Sportsman’s Club); Arthur Caparn, Jr., Charlottesville, VA  (from Rivanna Rifle & Pistol Club, Inc.); Roderick Holman, New Smyrna Beach, FL (from 
Volusia County Skeet & Trap Club)

ILA CONTRIBUTIONS
(The following contributed $1,000 or more to the NRA Institute for Legislative Action during April 24 – May 26, 2014.)
Harry Goldman, Waterproof, LA; John McMullen, Pasco, WA; L.Y. Morris, San Antonio, TX; Horton Spitzer, Wilson, WY; David Levy, Fort Washington, 
PA; Jonathan Branigar, Kalamath Falls, OR; James Hall, Midland, TX; Thomas Guzzo, Sharpsburg, GA; Michael Fogg, Holland, MI; Robert Brooker, 
Manchester, MA; William Crisafulli, Sandy, UT; June Knabusch-Taylor, Monroe, MI; Charles Drury, St. Louis, MO; Steve Kelly, Arcadia, KS; Rebecca 
Elias, Apopka, FL; George Stokes, Lafayette, LA; Leonard Walmsley, Northglenn, CO; Dallas Frazier, Gallatin, TX; Gene Guinn, Hodges, SC; Karen Lien, 
Perkasie, PA; Andres Kinder, Atlanta, GA; William Stroecker, Fairbanks, AK; Marjorie Keller, Harper, TX; Brownells, Inc., Montezuma, IA; Davidson’s, 
Prescott, AZ; Wells Rifle & Pistol Club, Wells, MN; Cape Radiology Group, Cape Giradeau, MO; and  Remington Arms/Freedom Group, Madison, NC.
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Financial/Household Services
Credit Card 
NRA Visa 1-866-NRA-VISA offer 76376  
 www.nraaccounts.com/banner_web
Customized Checks
NRA Check Program 1-888-331-6767  
 www.nracheckprogram.com
Moving and Relocation Services
North American 800-524-5533  
 http://NRA.movingnavl.com
Allied Van Lines 800-871-8864  
 http://NRA.movingallied.com
Identity Theft Protection 
LifeLock 1-877-LifeLock  promo code NRA  
 www.lifelock.com
NRA Car Buying Service 
 www.nra.org/autos or call 1-877-924-8287
Reputation.com 
 888-733-6660 www.reputation.com/nra
ManageURiD 
 877-331-8441www.manageurid.com/nra

Specialty Savings
NRA Outdoors Guides & Out� tter Service
 1-888-712-NRAO www.nraoutdoors.com
Christmas Cards NRA Holiday Card Center  
 www.holidaycardcenter.org/nra 
NRA Wine Club Vinesse  1-800-823-5527  
 www.nrawineclub.com

MEMBER BENEFITS

For a complete list of Members Only Savings, go to
http://membership.nrahq.org/affiliates.asp

Love and
Theft is

The ACM, CMA and CMT nominated duo, 
made up of Stephen Barker Liles and 
Eric Gunderson, recently headlined 

NRA Country’s Second Annual Kegs & Eggs 
Fan Club Party during the CMA MusicFest 
in Nashville, Tenn. They rocked the room, 
performing hits like “Angel Eyes” and “Runaway” for the NRA Country crowd! Their 
latest smash, “Night That You’ll Never Forget,” is the � rst single from their new album 
due later this year. 

Liles took a minute to chat with NRA Country’s Vanessa Shahidi about his love of 
the outdoors. 
VS:  If you had a week o�  and could get to spend it with mother nature, what 

would you do? 
SBL:  I would go stay in Heber Springs, Ark., at my uncle’s hunting camp in the 

mountains to hunt, � sh and ride four-wheelers!
VS: What is your favorite personal � rearm? 
SBL:   I have an old 20 gauge Remington shotgun that I inherited from my grandpa, 

C.J. Liles. 
VS: Tell us about your favorite outdoor or hunting trip memory. 
SBL:  My favorite hunting trip memory was when Eric and I went hunting on our 

friend Jake Peavy’s (pitcher for the Boston Red Sox) private land a couple years 
ago, and he told us we had run of the place and to enjoy. So we did just that! It 
was a blast, and I had the biggest kill of the weekend. We also did a pheasant 
hunt the day before and played a bunch of music each night. It was an awe-
some weekend. 

NRA Country is a lifestyle and a bond between the country music community 
and hard-working Americans everywhere. It’s powered by pride, freedom, love of 
country, respect for the military and the responsibilities of protecting the great 
American life. For more information visit www.nracountry.com, follow on twitter 
@NRACountry, and NRA_Country on Instagram.

Henry Repeating Arms Gives Back To Great Causes

In addition to being a preeminent 
American ri� e manufacturer, Henry 
Repeating Arms makes generous 

donations to worthy causes through its 
Guns For Great Causes program. At the 
2014 National NRA Banquet and Auction 
in Indianapolis, Ind., Anthony Imperato, 
president and owner of Henry Repeating 
Arms, presented a check for $100,000 to 
the Peyton Manning Children’s Hospital.

Imperato noted that the hospital 
“provides extraordinary patient care for 
the children of Indiana and we are proud 
to support them.”

Henry’s Guns For Great Causes program 
was started several years ago because the 
company felt “blessed with our success 
and wanted to give back to organizations 
we admire,” Imperato explained.

The NRA Foundation was also the recipi-
ent of Henry’s generosity that evening. A 
record-breaking $100,000 was raised with 
the auction of a legendary Henry lever-
action ri� e from 1865 that was paired 
with serial number one of the com-
pany’s new Original Henry Ri� e. Henry 
Repeating Arms donated the ri� es to be 
auctioned together to bene� t The NRA 
Foundation. The two-gun set featured 
the well-worn Model 1860 Henry, serial 
number 8261 manufactured in 1865, 
which was used to reverse-engineer 
Benjamin Tyler Henry’s classic design and 
develop the tooling for the new Original 
Henry Ri� e line. Completing the set was 
the Original Henry Deluxe Engraved serial 
number BTH0001, the � rst Henry domes-
tically produced in nearly 150 years.

This is just one extraordinary example 
of Henry’s generous support of NRA 
programs over the past 20 ye ars. 

“The pair of Henry Ri� es we donated 
in support of The National NRA Founda-
tion is a small token of our appreciation,” 
said Imperato. “The NRA has been by our 
side since day one and we are eternally 
grateful to them for defending Second 
Amendment rights, for upholding the 
tradition of hunting and the shooting 
sports, and for their tireless e� orts to 
promote � rearm safety.”

programs & services
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The following members have been 
elected Directors of the NRA for 
three-year terms ending in 2017:

Tom Selleck 108,837
Peter J. Printz   94,801
Howard J. Walter   93,231
R. Lee Ermey   93,202
Linda L. Walker   93,049
Roy Innis   92,566
Charles L. Cotton   91,860
William H. Allen   91,841
J. William Carter   91,694
Leroy Sisco   90,640
Patricia A. Clark   88,338
Curtis S. Jenkins   88,007
Todd J. Rathner   87,785
Ted W. Carter   87,664
William H. Dailey   85,618
Clel Baudler   83,876
Allan D. Cors   83,367
Thomas P. Arvas   82,623
J. Kenneth Blackwell   80,399
Dan Boren   78,873
John L. Cushman   77,811
Josh Powell   77,589
David E. Bennett   77,130
Carl T. Rowan, Jr.   76,671
James S. Gilmore III   76,593

The remaining candidates on the ballot, 
who were not elected, are as follows:

Riley Boykin Smith   75,827
Joel Friedman   72,702
Robert L. Viden, Jr.   68,334
Antonio Hernandez   60,931
Anthony P. Colandro   59,421
Tracie L. Hill   56,956

Nominees for the election of the 76th 
Director were those candidates who 
had been nominated previously for the 
mail election of Directors, and write-in 
nominees from the mail election of 
Directors, who failed to be elected. 
One member received 250 or more 
valid write-in votes. That member 
was eligible for inclusion on the ballot 
for the one-year Director position to 
be elected at the Annual Meeting of 
Members. However, that candidate 
provided written notification of with-
drawal from the ballot for the one-year 
Director position. The one NRA director 
elected for the one-year term by 
those members present and voting 
at the Annual Meetings was:

 Joel Friedman

2014 NRA BOARD 
ELECTION RESULTS
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that extend rearward from both sides 
of the monobloc when the action is 
closed. A top lever trip plunger in 
the breechface is depressed by the 
monobloc as it closes, allowing the 
stainless steel top lever and the lock-
ing bolt to enter their locked posi-
tions. A maximum receiver height 
of 2.41" is 0.19" taller than the old 
model. (The 20 gauge, while made 
exactly the same way, is built on a 
scaled-down frame measuring 2.24" 
high.) That measurement includes 
the beginning of the barrel rib that is 
machined directly into the receiver 
for maximum sight plane radius and 
an aesthetically pleasing appearance 
when it mates to the barrel rib upon 
closing the action. 

The receiver’s side walls flare to 
0.27" thick at the top for strength 
and decoration while tapering to 
0.15" for their remainder. Like the 
old receiver, it owns a surgical-
clean look with no exposed pins, 
screws or clutter. One of the best 
ways to tell the old model from the 
new at a profile glance is at the 
rear edge of the receiver, where 
metal meets wood. With the bar-
rels pointing to the right, the new 
model’s sidewall metal is angled 
slightly like a backslash on your 
keyboard (\), giving it a racier 
appearance than the squared 
receiver of old. The receiver’s belly 
features the guns’ engraved name, 
place of origin and the iconic 
Ruger logo.

The inside belly of the receiver 
features a machined recess that 
cradles a recoil lug on the mono-
bloc that reduces stress on the 
trunnions when closed and grants 
the action rock-solid lockup. Four 
parallel holes (two on each side of 
the recess) provide the pathways 
through which twin square cock-
ing rods pass. They anchor on the 
pivoting fore-end sears and use 
the gun’s opening leverage to pass 
through the bottom of the breech-
face and cock the hammers.

The receiver’s tang measures 
33⁄8" and arcs downward 0.7" 
before terminating at the pistol 

continued on p. 82

With 10 language options, 
Hertz NeverLost® is more 
than a GPS, it’s your 
personal concierge.
• Plan your trip ahead of time by 
selecting your destinations online;
• Search for local hot spots; 
• Access local weather, and airline 
information;
• Find the closest Hertz location;
• And so much more!

And, now through the end of 
the year, NRA Members can 
enjoy two free days of Hertz 
NeverLost® on a weekly 
rental with PC# 192942. 

Visit www.hertz.com/nra 
or call (800) 654-2200.

Promotion Code must be provided at time of reservation 
or offer is void.  Modifying your reservation may result in 
a change in your rate and/or invalidate this offer. Subject 
to availability of NeverLost-equipped vehicles, this offer 
is redeemable at participating Hertz locations in the U.S. 
and Canada. The free day value is deducted from the 
NeverLost rental fee charged. Offer not valid on Porsche, 
Mercedes Benz-AMG or other exotic vehicles. This offer 
has no cash value, may not be used with Pre-Pay Rates, 
Tour Rates or Insurance Replacement Rates and cannot 
be combined  with each other or with any other cer-
tifi cate, voucher, offer or promotion. Hertz age, driver 
credit and qualifying rate requirements for the renting lo-
cation apply. Cars must be returned to location of rental. 
Taxes, tax reimbursement, age differential charges, fees 
and optional service charges, such as refueling, are 
not included.  Discounts apply to time and mileage 
charges only.  Discounts in local currency on 
redemption. This offer is valid for vehicle 
pick-up on or before 12-31-14. 

® U.S. Pat. Off. © 2014 Hertz System, Inc. 

Planning a Trip? 

Let Hertz NeverLost® 

be your guide! 

© 2014 K&N Engineering, Inc.

The original cotton high-flow air filter
invented by K&N® reduces air filter 
restriction, allowing an engine to breathe
easier than traditional paper air filters.

- Designed to Increase Horsepower 
- Washable and Reusable

- Clean Every 50,000 Miles 
(under normal highway driving conditions)

- K&N Million Mile Limited Warranty®

KNFILTERS.COM/AMERR

800-437-1304 Ext. 2066



SUPER COUPON!

Customers and Experts Agree Harbor Freight WINS in QUALITY and PRICE

QUALITY TOOLS AT RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES
HARBOR FREIGHT

If You Buy Tools Anywhere Else, 
You're Throwing Your Money Away

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be 
used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 
with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon 
must be presented. Valid through 11/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be 
used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 
with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon 
must be presented. Valid through 11/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be 
used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 
with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon 
must be presented. Valid through 11/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be 
used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 
with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon 
must be presented. Valid through 11/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be 
used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 
with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon 
must be presented. Valid through 11/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be 
used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 
with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon 
must be presented. Valid through 11/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER
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SUPER
 

COUPON!
SUPER

 

COUPON!

LIMIT 1 - Save 20% on any one item purchased at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. *Cannot be 
used with other discount, coupon, gift cards, Inside Track Club membership, extended service plans or on any of the following: 
compressors, generators, tool storage or carts, welders, fl oor jacks, Towable Ride-On Trencher (Item 65162), open box items, 
in-store event or parking lot sale items. Not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase date with original 
receipt. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

ANY SINGLE ITEM

20%
OFF

SUPER COUPON!

SUPER COUPON!SUPER COUPON!

Why a FREE GIFT with NO PURCHASE REQUIRED and NO STRINGS ATTACHED?
Because once you see our GREAT QUALITY and RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES, 

YOU'LL NEVER BUY TOOLS ANYWHERE ELSE!

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER
 

COUPON!

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount coupon. Coupon good at our retail 
stores only. Offer good while supplies last.  Non-transferable.   Original coupon must be 
presented.  Valid through 11/15/14.  Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount coupon. Coupon good at our retail 
stores only. Offer good while supplies last.  Non-transferable.   Original coupon must be 
presented.  Valid through 11/15/14.  Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount coupon. Coupon good at our retail 
stores only. Offer good while supplies last.  Non-transferable.   Original coupon must be 
presented.  Valid through 11/15/14.  Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day.

500 Stores
Nationwide

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

ON ALL HAND TOOLS!

FREEFREEFREE
NO PURCHASE REQUIREDNO PURCHASE REQUIREDNO PURCHASE REQUIRED

900 PEAK/
800 RUNNING WATTS

2 HP (63 CC)
GAS GENERATOR

LOT NO.  66619
 60338/69381

 $9999 
REG. PRICE $179.99

SAVE 
$80 SAVE 

40%
Item 

69381 
shown

 $7999 REG. 
PRICE 

$169 .99 
LOT NO.  68049/62326

60688/61253/61282 

29'' Long

2-3/4'' High
LOW PROFILE

• Weighs 77 lbs.

 RAPID PUMP® 3 TON 
LOW PROFILE 
HEAVY DUTY 
STEEL 
FLOOR JACK 

20"SAVE 
$90

REG. 
PRICE 

$59.99
$3599

Item 69340 
shown

 MIG-FLUX 
WELDING CART 

LOT NO.  69340/60790 
90305/61316

Welder and accessories 
sold separately.

 2.5 HP, 21 GALLON 
125 PSI VERTICAL 
AIR COMPRESSOR 

LOT NO.  67847 
61454/61693

 $14999 
REG. PRICE 

$219 .99 

Item 
67847 
shown

"The Perfect Compressor with Powerful, 
Quiet and Consistent Airfl ow...
Plus we Love the Low Price"

– Street Trucks Magazine

SAVE 
$70

LOT NO. 
    68784
69387
62270

REG. PRICE 
$699 .99 

 $36999 

 44", 13 DRAWER 
INDUSTRIAL QUALITY 

ROLLER CABINET 

AR0814

Item 
68784
shown

"We Are Impressed With the Quality...The Price is Incredible"
– Car Craft Magazine

• Super High 
Gloss Finish!

• 2633 lb. Capacity
• Weighs 245 lbs.

SAVE 
$330

SUPER
 

COUPON!

 60" WORKBENCH  WITH 
FOUR DRAWERS

 $13999 
REG. PRICE $249 .99 

LOT NO.   
93454  
69054

Item 93454 
shown

SAVE 
$110

SAVE 
60%

Item 43768 
 shown 

 $199 

INDUSTRIAL
EAR MUFFS

REG. PRICE $4 .99 

LOT NO. 43768
60792/61372

Item 61253 
shown

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be 

used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 

with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon 

must be presented. Valid through 11/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER
 

COUPON!

REG. PRICE 
$69.99

$3799
SAVE
45%  $4999 

1/2" ELECTRIC 
IMPACT WRENCH

LOT NO. 
68099/45252
69606/61173

Item 
68099 
shown

20-60 x 60mm 
SPOTTING SCOPE 

WITH TRIPOD

 $4799 
REG. PRICE $69 .99 

LOT NO. 94555

SAVE 
31%

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be 

used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 

with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon 

must be presented. Valid through 11/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER
 

COUPON!

12,000 LB. ELECTRIC WINCH 
WITH REMOTE CONTROL AND 

AUTOMATIC BRAKE
LOT NO.  68142 /61256

60813/61889

$29999

 $39999 
REG. PRICE $499. 99 

SAVE
$200

"Voted the Best Deal in Winching"

– Off-Road Magazine

Item 60813 shown

 6 PIECE 
SCREWDRIVER 

SET 
ITEM 47770/61313

VALUE
 $499 

Item 47770 shown

 5 FT. 6" x 7 FT. 6" 
ALL PURPOSE 

WEATHER RESISTANT 
TARP 

ITEM 953/69210
69128/69136/69248

VALUE
 $699 

Item 
953 

shown

1/4" x 50 FT. 
POLY ROPE

ITEM 90760

VALUE
 $499 
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grip’s wrist where it measures 
413⁄16" in diameter. The 1.0" rect-
angle safety latch sports a stepped 
pyramid shape to facilitate its 
manipulation even with gloved 
hands. It consumes the last portion 
of the tang. Slid forward to fire, it is 
returned to the safe position either 
manually or automatically via an 
internal connector as the release 
lever is actuated. In my experi-
ence, bird hunters prefer auto-
matic safeties while target shoot-
ers loathe them. Evidently Ruger 
thinks similarly. The tail-end of the 
safety pivots left and right to select 
either barrel for the first trigger 
pull. I found the selector slightly 
too easy to inadvertently switch 
during normal hunting activities. 

The 3.64" monobloc (3.37" in 20 
gauge) is cast, finished via CNC 
machining, then silver-brazed to the 
barrels. Integral, half-moon sock-
ets provide the bearing surfaces 
in which the receiver’s trunnions 
rotate. Beefed up, triangular-shaped 
cams on both sides of the monobloc 
fit into matching ejector cam slots 
on the receiver to provide anchor 
points for the automatic ejectors. 
The dual ejectors’ sears are actu-
ated by fore-end leverage as the 
gun is opened. If a shell is not fired, 
ejectors become extractors for easy 
shell removal. The ejector springs 
housed in the tunnels between 
the barrels are quite stout, tossing 
empties with authority. Timing was 
excellent, and in several hundred 
shells of testing, I had no misfires, 
malfunctions or failures to eject.

The Red Label’s stainless steel, 
mechanical trigger design is noted 
for safety features, such as the fact 
that it cannot double due to an 
inertia block. The pull weight of 
the 12 gauge’s top barrel trigger 
averaged 6 lbs., 5 ozs., while the 
bottom barrel pull weight aver-
aged 5 lbs., 4 ozs. It’s a great trigger 
that’s shielded by a contrasting 
blued trigger guard. Hammers are 
rebounding.

The old Red Label’s barrel unit 
came with optional spacers, or 
“filler strips,” that fit between the 

warning
product safety recall

Remington has determined that some Model 700 and  
Model Seven rifes with XMP triggers could, under certain 
circumstances, unintentionally discharge. A Remington 
investigation has determined that some XMP triggers might 
have excess bonding agent used in the assembly process. 
While Remington has the utmost confdence in the design 
of the XMP trigger, it is undertaking this recall in the interest 
of consumer safety to remove any potential excess bonding 
agent applied in the assembly process.

HOW TO DETERMINE IF YOUR RIFLE  
IS SUBJECT TO THE RECALL
1.  Identify the serial number (Located on the left side of a  

right handed receiver and on the right side for left-handed  
receivers) and provide it to Remington’s recall support 
team, either by entering it at xmprecall.remington.com 
or calling 1-800-243-9700 (Prompt #3 then Prompt #1) 
Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. EDT. 

2.  You may also determine if your rife is subject to the recall  
by a visual inspection. If the face of the trigger is ribbed, 
your rife does not have an XMP trigger and is NOT subject 
to this recall. If the face of the trigger is smooth, your rife 
has an XMP trigger and IS subject to this recall.

REMEDY / ACTION TO BE TAKEN
STOP USING YOUR RIFLE. Any unintended discharge has 
the potential to cause injury or death. Immediately cease  
use of recalled rifes and return them to Remington free of  
charge. Rifes will be inspected, specialty cleaned, tested,  
and returned as soon as possible, at no cost to you.  
DO NOT attempt to diagnose or repair recalled rifes.

TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS RECALL PROGRAM
Visit xmprecall.remington.com or call 1-800-243-9700 
(Prompt #3 then Prompt #1) Monday through Friday, 9 a.m.  
to 5 p.m. EDT. You will be asked to provide your name, 
address, telephone number, and rife(s) serial number.

SAFETY FIRST: Always follow the Ten Commandments 
of Firearm safety whenever you handle any frearm. Visit 
Remington.com for more information. 

Remington is deeply sorry for this inconvenience, but we  
believe in safety frst. It is imperative that Model 700 and 
Model Seven rifes subject to this recall are not used until they 
have been inspected and specialty cleaned by Remington.

The Remington team is committed to the quality and safety  
of its products.

Remington Arms Company, LLC (“Remington”) is voluntarily recalling Remington Model 700™ and Model Seven™ 
rifes with X-Mark Pro® (“XMP®”) triggers, manufactured from May 1, 2006 to April 9, 2014.

100% of NRAstore prof ts go directly to support vital NRA programs

For a FREE catalog call 
1-888-607-6007

Visit NRAstore.com and search 
keyword  “GUNPURSE5”

See NRAstore’s 
Exciting Collection 
of CCW Handbags

ACCESSORIZE

For Self-Defense
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barrels to give the gun a traditional 
appearance. They also served to 
add weight to the muzzle. The new 
gun does away with the spac-
ers, and by doing so, creates a 
“daylight-between-the-tubes” 
look that is distinctly Ruger. More 
important to the pragmatist, 
however, the absence of the metal 
spacers changes the gun’s bal-
ance slightly, a fact which I believe 
is responsible for much of new 
gun’s shift in balance point 1/2" 
rearward compared to otherwise 
identical models of old. This half-
inch may sound insignificant, but 
many upland hunters believe that a 
weight-between-the-hands, rather 
than weight-forward, balance point 
is conducive to a livelier feeling 
gun. While feel is always tough to 
quantify, to my pheasant-hunting 
hands the new guns rose to cheek 
and pointed more naturally than 
before. I especially liked the 20 
gauge’s qualities in this regard.

Its ventilated rib is attached via a 
dovetail that rides atop eight posts 
(on the 28" barrel model) that are 
silver-brazed to the monobloc. It 
joins the monobloc’s integral rib as 
it ramps forward, but does not meet 

The Red Label comes with five 
screw-in, steel-shot-compatible 
Briley choke tubes—two skeet and 
one each improved cylinder, modi-
fied and full.

continued on p. 84

Get the most popular 
                  hunting magazine …
Call 1-877-672-2000

Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog!

    877-201-5045TOLL
FREE

The Easier Way to Trim 
           and Mow!

The original, patented 
DR® TRIMMER MOWER 
is both a precision 
trimmer and a powerful 
mower!

84
15

5X
 ©

 2
01

4

DRtrimmer.com

 TRIM within a whisker of 
houses, trees, fences. Big 
wheels make it easy for anyone 
to control precisely!

MOW without fear of hitting 
rocks or hidden obstacles, 
because there’s no blade to 
bend or dull.

 GUARANTEED NOT TO 
TANGLE even in thick, waist-
high fi eld grass and weeds 
— thanks to its patented 
No-Wrap Trimmer Head. Plus, 
there’s no enclosed deck to 
clog, as with ordinary mowers.

LIMITED TIME OFFER
SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY

MONTHLY
INTEREST

36 MONTHS
& FREE 

SHIPPING!

0%

Try a DR® 
at Home for 
6 Months!
Call for details.
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seamlessly with it as I’d prefer; it 
rises 1/16" above it, a seemingly 
minute transition until the eye is 
aligned along the rib, at which 
time it becomes glaring. The rib 
is 0.335" thick throughout the 
barrel length. It’s 0.282" high—
which for a field gun is quite high. 
Nonetheless, its pattern printed to 
my point of aim, so mere famil-
iarization of the sight picture is in 
order. A single, 0.123" brass bead 
adorns the rib 0.329" from the 
muzzle; 30"-barreled guns also 
feature a mid-bead.

The 26", 28" or 30" barrels 
are cold-hammer-forged from 
blued, chrome-molybdenum steel 
and threaded for choke tubes. 
Each features 2" forcing cones 
and is back-bored, which is said 
to reduce recoil. They roughly 
centered below the point of aim, 
just under the bead. Five steel-
shot-approved, flush-fitting Briley 
choke tubes are standard. If 
bought directly from Briley, these 
high-quality chokes cost more 
than $20 apiece.

The straight fore-end is glori-
ously trim, with 20-line-per-inch 
checkering that allows the fingers 
proper purchase, unlike the worth-
less Schnabel style so prevalent 
today. The buttstock features a 
semi-pistol grip that terminates 
in a classy metal grip cap within 
which a golden Ruger logo is 
inletted, matching that on the fore-
end. And the old red recoil pad is 
replaced by a superb Pachmayr 
pad that’s 0.8" thick and features a 
slick coating that prevents snag-
ging on a coat. Ruger decided to 
keep its traditional stock fit—14" 
length of pull (Ruger lists it at 
14½"), 1½" drop at comb and 2½" 
drop at heel—so it would fit the 
broadest number of shooters. 

America’s Over-Under, Afield
After hunting with the new Red 

Label, I believe Ruger accom-
plished its goal. The company 
reduced the gun’s price by nearly 
$1,000 yet didn’t change its quality. 

continued from p. 83

Military Rings

Call today for a free color catalog of over
150 eye-catching military service rings:
1-800-872-2853 (free 24 hr. recorded
message). Or write: Classic Military Rings,
1209 Broadway, Dept. RA-1213, Hannibal
MO 63401. Code RA-1213

www.ClassicRings.com

You can fre this gun at a moments notice…

But no one else can.

Made in USA

Lifetime Money Back Guarantee
No modifcation to your frearm

SAF T LOK, INC. • LOCK FOR LIFE.
www.saftlok4guns.com • 1-800-218-0031
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Certainly, it saved manufacturing 
costs by optimizing its manufac-
turing process, and in other ways, 
such as not engraving the receiver. 
(I like the clean look over cheesy 
laser engraving, anyway.) But it 
also spent some extra money in 
packaging. It comes with a classy, 
semi-rigid nylon case that cradles 
the gun and accoutrements. Frankly, 
I’m amazed at what Ruger has done 
considering the asking price.

I have mentioned a few of the 
gun’s negatives. In sum, however, 
I challenge you to find a better 
over-under for the money or even 
double the amount—if you are 
talking American-made—it simply 
doesn’t exist. Before buying any 
shotgun for wingshooting, I sug-
gest handling it first. I think that if 
you do so with the Ruger you’ll be 
impressed, even before you spy its 
throwback price tag. For me, the 
Red Label handled surprisingly 
well. I simply saw a flushing bird, 
pointed, and more times than not, 
folded it like old news. Speaking of 
which … .

Remember that new BMW 
from 1977 that cost $7,990? When 
adjusted for inflation, it should cost 
$30,239 right now, yet dealers sell 
them for $40,000. It’ll be junk in 
15 years, just like that Apple IIe. 
As for the Red Label? In today’s 
dollars $480 amounts to $1,800. But 
you can get one for around $1,000. 
In 15 years it won’t even be fully 
broken in.

As for that blood red, flame-licking 
rooster on Ruger’s logo? Some say 
it is a hawk or an eagle; but I pre-
fer, at least in this case, to think of it 
as the Phoenix from ancient Greek 
mythology that rose from the ashes 
of its predecessor.

As such, the Red Label’s logo 
has never been more fitting. 

HAND CANNON!
THE SMALLEST, MOST POWERFUL, BEST BUILT 

PERSONAL PROTECTION YOU CAN CARRY!

MADE IN 
TEXAS BY 
TEXANS!

www.BONDARMS.com

3 inch

2.5 inch

4.25 inch

3.5 inch

CALL FOR FREE BROCHURE!

20 interchangeable barrels & 25 different 
caliber combinations available!

THE ALL NEW
BACKUP
.45ACP

GRANBURY, TEXAS
817.573.4445*Not available in CA or MA

ALL HAIL 
THE KING

INTRODUCING THE
KPOS G2P 
PATHFINDER
THE ULTIMATE IN PERSONAL 
DEFENSE WEAPON TRANSFORMATION

FAB-DEFENSE.COM

AVAILABLE AT THEMAKOGROUP.COM,
OTHER FINE ONLINE RETAILERS OR YOUR LOCAL GUN SHOP.
TO ORDER CALL: 631.880.3396 EXT. 310
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877-201-5045
BurnCage.com

TOLL-FREE

84
15

6X
 ©

 2
01

4

Burn SAFELY with the 
Stainless Steel

Portable Burn-Cage™

•  Old Leaves and 
Branches 

•  Sensitive Financial 
Documents 

•  Burnable House-
hold Waste 

 CLEANER MORE EFFICIENT 
FIRES. Perforated lid and 
sidewalls maximize airfl ow 
and trap burning embers. 
High burn temperatures mean 
thorough incineration with 
less residue and ash.

 LIGHTWEIGHT and portable.

Perfect For…

No more UNSAFE 
Rusty Barrel!

Call today for FREE Information Kit, 
Pricing, and Factory Direct Coupon.

NEW Larger XL 
Model available!

www.ar.dillonprecision.com
FREE Catalog I43-14690, Call 800-762-3845

www.ar.dillonprecision.com
FREE Catalog I43-14690, Call 800-762-3845

Get SERIOUS about reloading!

Dillon’s XL 650
Get SERIOUS about reloading!

Dillon’s XL 650
Includes 
Dillon’s
Famous
Lifetime 

“No-B.S.” 
Warranty

HOME CIDER PRESSES

4 MODELS AVAILABLE

Our secret is the “APPLE EATER” 
Grinder, and NEW IMPROVED 
Polymer drum, which will not crack 
or breed bacteria and is designed to 
grind a bushel of apples in fve (5) 
minutes.

GUARANTEED—
* Sturdy construction
* All cast iron grinder
* Immediate delivery. 

Go online, call or write for FREE Catalog:

Happy Valley Ranch
16577 W. 327th St., Dept AR, Paola, KS 66071

913-849-3103     ar.happyvalleyranch.com



classifieds

RATES: For Classified Advertising--$18.00 
per word with a 10-word minimum. Count 
street address and box numbers as two 
words. All city, state and zip codes as three 
words. For information about available 
categories/headings, or for any other 
questions regarding classified advertising, 
please call: (703) 267-1300 or e-mail:  
advertising@nrahq.org. Inquiries and 
credit card orders may be faxed to  
(703) 267-3800. All classified advertising  
is payable in advance by check or money 
order to National Rifle Association (NRA). 
We accept all major credit cards. All clas-
sified advertising and payments must be 
received by the 15th day, three months in 
advance of the issue.

ACCESSORIES

COBRAY MAC AR15 M16 Parts Accessories 
& Kits MAC M-11 M-12 M-10 380acp & 9mm 
& TEC-9 Magazines Match Grade Threaded 
1911 & GLOCK Barrels Class III Parts Tools 
Books DVDs WWW.FTFINDUSTRIES.COM

APPAREL

AUTOMOTIVE
AMSOIL® SYNTHETIC LUBRICANTS Register to 
Buy Wholesale FREE catalog (919) 404-4702 
fullsyntheticoilworks.com

COLLECTIBLES

EDUCATION/
TRAINING
GUNSMITHING AT PIEDMONT COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE. Two-year, hands-on program; 
financial aid available; approved for GI Bill 
benefits; P.O. Box 1197, Roxboro, NC 27573; 
(336) 599-1181; www.piedmontcc.edu

PENNSYLVANIA GUNSMITH SCHOOL, 
professional Gunsmith training since 1949. 
812A Ohio River Blvd., Pittsburgh, PA 15202. 
(412) 766-1812; www.pagunsmith.edu; 
http://www.pagunsmith.edu/documents/
FactsAboutPGS.pdf

FIREARMS
LUGER LIST, 400+ collector quality, $5,  
Oldest & Largest Luger Dealer, Simpson Ltd; 
140 S Seminary St., Galesburg, IL 61401,  
(309) 342-5800, www.simpsonltd.com; 
lugers@simpsonltd.com
Lugers, P-38s, Nambus, Broomhandles,  
Relics Catalogue $2.00. Hoffman,  
4105 Stephanie Dr., Branch, MI 49402.

GUNSMITHING/
REPAIR
AIRGUN REPAIR Crosman, Benjamin, Sheridan, 
Daisy and others. www.accurateairguns.com 
(360) 656-5123 email: airguns@comcast.net
Hot Bluing and Parkerizing.  
Hot Flash Gun Refinishing Service -  
www.hotflashrefinishing.com

MISCELLANEOUS
OBAMA’S LAST DAY 01.20.17™…just  
can’t wait! Caps, T shirts, bumperstickers,  
magnets & our Official Countdown Clock.  
FREE CATALOG (866) 325-9899 order online  
www.OBAMASLASTDAY012017.com

OPTICS

REAL ESTATE
FREE! Ozarks real estate catalog.  
Affordable getaway properties of all types.  
www.onlineoml.com, (800) 591-4047.
Hunter's Paradise, Poconos. 136 acres. 9 acre 
lake, wooded. Easy access to NY/ NJ. Hunt, 
fish, trap, lumber. Owner financing. $999K. 
chrisp2958@gmail.com

WANTED
MACHINE GUNS WANTED - top dollar paid for 
single guns or collections (215) 293-0200
Vietnam VC Bring Back Weapons, Rifles, 
Pistols and Machine Guns. Field Gear, 
Uniforms and Related Items. Also U.S. Special 
Forces & MAC-V-SOG Equipment & Gear.  
Call (215) 293-0200.

WINE/BEERMAKING
WINEMAKERS-BEERMAKERS. Free catalog. 
KRAUS, Box 7850-R, Independence, MO 64054. 
(800) 841-7404. www.eckraus.com/offers/r.asp

                            
www.Tech-SIGHTS.com  (843) 332-8222 
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Please read important customer disclosures
on our website or that accompany products
purchased, including arbitration agreement.

Since
1995

2014-P $1 Silver Baseball Hall of Fame 
NGC MS69   Superb Brilliant Uncirculated Condition   

4The first-ever curved coin from the U.S. Mint   
4Sold out at the U.S. Mint after only 2 weeks
4Nolan Ryan facsimile signed label

$9900
Limit 1 per
household

1.800.822.4653
Plus shipping & insurance • Price subject to change • Availability not guaranteed

COMPETITIVE SHOOTING
is one of the fastest growing sports in the 
United States. There are events for every  

shooter and every skill level.

For more information,
call NRA’s Competitive Shooting Division at

(703) 267-1450

Read I Have This Old Gun
N E X T  P A G E

Follow Universal Coin & Bullion
President Mike Fuljenz on 

Board Member:

Vault Verification:
UAMRFTL0814

Please read important terms and conditions that accompany
products purchased, including arbitration agreement. 

Visit UniversalCoin.com for
Award-Winning Metals Market Report

1.800.UCB.GOLD

Since 1995

A+ Rating

SHOP OnLInE aT:

UniversalCoin.com

Offer Expires:
08/15/14

Coin images not to scale

(822.4653)

Minted from 1866-1876,
this was the first Double Eagle to have the motto “In
God We Trust.” Type II Liberty Double Eagles are the
rarest “type” by mintage in the Liberty series with the
shortest production run. With an estimated 95% of
them melted down after President Franklin Roosevelt’s
Gold Hoarding Executive Order of 1933, premium quality
1873 Open 3 Type II Double Eagles in MS-62 grades
and higher are scarce and increasingly hard to find.
However, excellent specimens in uncirculated MS-60
and MS-61 grades can be found.

For current pricing, availability on our remaining
inventory of 1873 Open 3 Type II Liberty Double Eagles,
CALL TOLL FREE TODAY:

When the 1873 Springfield Carbine debuted,
the Philadelphia Mint struck the popular 1873
Open 3 Type II Liberty Double Eagle.  The coin
remains in great demand among collectors for
its typically sharp strike, excellent luster and
thick, frosty texture.  It is the perfect Type II
$20 Liberty for collectors and investors looking
to add only one coin from this historic gold
coin series to their collections.   
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By the end of the Civil War, it 
was obvious that the self- 
contained metallic cartridge 

was here to stay. Countries world-
wide were designing arms and 
adapting older ones to handle the 
new loads. The United States was 
no exception.

Of course, the least costly 
method was to alter guns already in 
the system and, Uncle Sam, finding 
himself in possession of hundreds of 
thousands of such arms, prudently 
opted to go that route. 

After a number of trials of vari-
ous systems, officials chose the one 
designed by Springfield Armory’s 
master armorer, Erskine S. Allin. 
It consisted of a breechblock that 
was hinged to the top of an altered 
rifle-musket barrel. To operate it, 
the shooter half-cocked the ham-
mer and pushed upward on a 
thumb latch to unlock the block, 
which would then be flipped over 
to expose the chamber for the 
insertion of a round. The block was 
then closed, the hammer put on 
full-clock, and the rifle aimed and 
fired. Upon reopening the block 
an extractor ejected the spent 
case. Nicknamed “trapdoor,” this 
arrangement would serve the U.S. 
military in a primary and secondary 
role for more than 30 years.

Adopted in 1865 and initially 

employing a .58 rimfire cartridge, 
the rifle’s caliber was eventually 
reduced to .50 (.50-70 Gov’t), bar-
rels being sleeved to handle the 
smaller diameter projectile. While 
the first .50-70s were all rifles, the 
carbine role in the Army being filled 
by Spencers and altered Sharps, 
in 1870 a .50-70 Allin-style carbine 
was introduced and manufactured 
in moderate numbers. Its 22" barrel 
and half-stock would provide the 
pattern for future cavalry trapdoors.

Further experiments with “small-
bore” cartridges led to the adoption 
of the famed .45-70 Gov’t load in 
1873. Rather than conversions, the 
new arms in that chambering were 
scratch-built. 

The Model 1873 Carbine, as 
noted above, looked much like its 
predecessor. There were differ-
ences between them, though. It 
incorporated a stacking swivel on 
its sole barrel band. 

Its rear sight was graduated from 
400 to 1,300 yds. The rifle cartridge, 
which consisted of a 450-gr. bullet 
backed by 70 grs. of blackpowder, 
was deemed too stout for the lighter 
carbine, so a special load involv-
ing a 405-gr. bullet and 55 grs. of 
blackpowder was specified for the 
carbine.

Some other indicators of an early, 
unaltered first Model 1873 carbine 

are a “high arch” breechblock, 
long-wristed stock, buttplate/stock 
without a compartment for jointed 
cleaning rod and shell extractor, oil-
quenched breechblock (up to 1877) 
and 1873-dated lockplate. Stocks 
were of black walnut, and the finish 
was blue (with the exception of the 
breechblock). 

Probably the 1873’s most famous 
outing was with Lt. Col. George 
Custer’s 7th Cavalry at the battle 
of the Little Big Horn in 1876, and 
unaltered guns that can be proved 
to have been actually used at that 
fight can bring astronomical prices, 
some as high as $350,000. Even guns 
merely within the “Custer” serial 
number range (unsequentially from  
1 to around 50,000) bring a premium.

The buyer should beware of later 
alterations, such as the addition of 
a butt trap, armory refinishing or 
replacement of original parts. 

The 1873 shown here falls into the 
“Custer” range and is completely 
original, even retaining its original 
stock cartouches. As such, it would 
easily bring $4,500 to $5,000. 

—Garry James

Model 1873 Springfield Carbine

GUN: Model 1873 Springfield 
Carbine

CALIBER: .45-70 gov’t (.45-55)
SERIAL NUMBER: 48053
MANUFACTURED: 1875
CONDITION: nra very good 

(antique gun StandardS)
VALUE: $4,500 to $5,000

Photos by Jill Marlowe



Super Carry .45 ACP pistols establish a new benchmark for concealed carry 

and personal defense. Built in the Kimber® Custom Shop,™ no aspect of 

usability, dependability or performance was compromised. Round heel 

frames are easier to conceal and more comfortable to carry. Barrels, 

chambers and triggers are machined to critical match grade dimensions for 

superior accuracy. Directionally-engaging serrations guarantee fast, positive 

operation. The KimPro® II finish is self-lubricating and extremely resistant 

to both moisture and salt. Quality and performance are everything in a 

carry pistol and Super Carry models deliver both to an unequaled degree. 

Visit the nearest Kimber Master Dealer and see for yourself.

kimberamerica.com
        (888) 243-4522

T H E  C H O I C E  O F  A M E R I C A ’ S  B E S T

All Super Carry pistols have custom 
features like night sights with cocking 
shoulder, ambidextrous thumb safety and 
rounded/blended edges that will not snag. 

The Super Carry Pro™ .45 ACP is one 
of four models with a light weight 
aluminum frame for easier carry. It has a 
4-inch barrel and weighs only 28 ounces.

The Super Carry Pro HD™ .45 ACP is one 
of three HD models with a stainless steel 
frame for hard use. It has a 4-inch barrel 
and weighs 35 ounces.

©2012, Kimber Mfg., Inc. All rights reserved. Information and speci� cations are for reference only and subject to change without notice.

Kimber o� ers nearly 200 purpose-built pistols and ri� es to meet any need.

Unequaled Quality. Unmatched Performance.Unequaled Quality. Unmatched Performance.Unequaled Quality. Unmatched Performance.
Super Carry Pistols.

The Super Carry Ultra+™ .45 ACP has a 3-inch barrel for easy concealment 
and a full-length grip with round heel for additional control and comfortable 
carry. It weighs just 27 ounces. 


