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I have a soft spot for May. Not just because it’s when I was 
born but because the weather really starts to pick up now 
(fingers crossed) and the countryside comes alive. It’s 

the perfect time to get out and about enjoying nature. If 
the Great Outdoors is one of the things that attracts you to 

France, where you only have to share a square kilometre 
with 121 people compared to 267 in the UK, you’ll love 
our feature on p36, which focuses on five scenic areas 

that are ideal for househunters seeking wildlife on their doorstep. And if you 
want to get even closer to nature, perhaps buying a farm might appeal (p40).
   Another reason why I like May is because we have not one but two bank 
holidays. France is even more blessed, with four public holidays this month. 
The French have a tradition called faire le pont – unlike the UK, public 
holidays may fall on a Tuesday or Thursday, in which case it’s common 
practice to take the Monday or Friday off too, to have an extra-long weekend. 
There’s only one instance this month (5 May, Ascension Day), but take  
note if you’re travelling as it may affect your plans. It’s always good advice  
to plan ahead for househunting trips anyway, as 
French agents aren’t always able to organise  
property viewings at short notice. 

the PIGEONNIER
THOUGHTS from

• Tempted by €100k homes

 France offers such great value 
properties, find out more on p34

• Planning summer trips

 Looking forward to returning to 
Minervois (p30) and Loire (p54) 

• Being sociable

 Enjoying hearing all your comments 
on our Twitter and Facebook pages

This month I have been...

� Editor’s pick
Up-and-running gîte business in 

the sunny south of France

A serious contender for anyone 
seeking a substantial business 
opportunity in the south of France – 
this five-gîte complex in Languedoc-
Roussillon offers beautiful character 
features including exposed stone, 
with parts of the property dating 
from the 17th century. There’s a 
gorgeous swimming pool, 4ha of land 
and the property has been entirely 
renovated. The price is €750,000 
(frenchpropertycentre.com).
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Meet some of 
this month’s 
contributors

CLAIRE WINTERTON
Claire is a freelance writer 
and English teacher who 
has been living in south-
west France since 2007. 
Formerly a newspaper 
sub-editor, she now loves 

writing about her favourite French regions 
and also writes articles for businesses.
Claire experiences the magic of Minervois in 
Languedoc on p30

VANESSA 
COUCHMAN
Vanessa is a freelance 
writer, journalist and 
novelist who writes 
regularly about French 
life. She and her husband 

moved to south-west France in 1997, where 
they live in an 18th-century farmhouse. She is 
fascinated by French history and customs.
Vanessa compares rural and urban living in 
France on p44

MATTHEW CAMERON
Matthew heads the French 
legal team at Ashtons Legal. 
Internationally renowned 
for his expertise in French 
law, he has lectured in 
French and English on 
cross-border legal issues and is a member of 
the Franco-British Lawyers Society. 
Matthew considers the possible legal 
implications of a Brexit on p84

We also publish...
LIVING FRANCE
Published every four weeks, 
Living France is your essential 
guide to life in France, with 
inspiring real life stories and 
practical guides.

FRANCE 
Britain and North America’s 
biggest-selling magazine 
covering everything about 
French culture, travel and 
food and wine.

COVER PHOTO
Provence 
©ventdusud/Thinkstock
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A helping hand
Having lived in France for the last 10 
years and been a subscriber to FPN since 
before our move, I have occasionally  
considered ending our subscription as we are 
settled and no longer need to search for a 
property. However, the useful practical advice 
found in the magazine was made abundantly 
clear to us following your December 2015 
article on reclaiming social charges.

We followed your advice and wrote to our 
French tax office by recorded letter, to arrive 
before the year-end deadline noted in the 
article. Although we were made to jump 
through a few hoops to provide additional 
information (we are in France so red tape is 

de rigueur!), by the end of March we 
received a letter confirming the refund 

of a four-figure sum. 
Those years of continuing our subscription 

since we arrived in France have proven to be 
a sound investment. Thank you, FPN, for this 
and other help through the years – and we 
look forward to further advice.
Paul Brown

Read the latest on social charges on page 10

HAVE YOUR SAY...
The pick of this month’s musings

Follow us on Twitter 
@FrenchPropNews

Get in touch!
Tell us what you love about France and what 
owning a French property means to you...
Email:                                                                  
sophie.gardner-roberts@archant.co.uk 

or post to: 
Sophie Gardner-Roberts, FPN, Cumberland 
House, Oriel Road, Cheltenham, GL50 1BB

Don’t forget to 
Like us on our 
Facebook page 
‘French Property News’ 

The author of this 

month’s star letter 

wins a bottle of Wafflart-Briet 

Cuvée Prestige champagne, worth £29 

(rawfrance.com / wbchampagne.com)

Stunning views
We have an old village 
house in a wine-
producing village in 
Aude and have been 
renovating it through the 
years as time allows. From 
our garden we have a panoramic 
view of the vineyards. The local village folks 
are very welcoming and the area is both 
beautiful and peaceful with the benefit of 
good weather. 

FPN has been very useful to us over the last 
few years, with lots of useful articles, so 
thank you to all the staff.
Richard Wall

@AtTheCollection Always up-to-date info 
from @FrenchPropNews. Great magazine! 

We ran a poll to see whether a 
Brexit would stop you buying a 
house in France. You answered!
Karen Mahckep Absolutely not!
Anita Phillips Already have one but will 
we be affected by an exit? Who knows.
Greg Phillips If we didn’t already have one, 
we would still buy in France. Love the place 
and the people we have met are great and 
friendly. What the outcome will be for us if 
the UK was to leave the EU is a minefield – 
but I think there will be no change. 
Mike Young I am like-minded, but 
watching the exchange rates before 
committing. Having lived in France for 10 
years and stupidly since left, we are now 
desperate to get back to a proper life there.

Chocolate surprise
Just wanted to let you know that the prize 
for our March star letter appeared in our 
postbox yesterday. Sally was thrilled, as it 
was her birthday and I had forgotten to get 
her a bunch of daffodils (from our garden) 
in lieu of a present. 
We’re just off to get the plane from Rodez to 
Paris-Orly, so we won’t be tempted to eat 
Madame Oiseau’s egg till Easter arrives. 
Thanks again for the great prize! 
Mick Smith and Sally Richards

@fatdogsFrance Country living in #France 
– with views like this, it’s hard to beat – 
I love it! 

Quick Occitan language lesson...

The writer of this month’s star letter wrote to FPN 
saying his house in Eymet (pictured) was called 
Les Coustarasses. He was told that it meant ‘the 
people who live on the hill’ in the Occitan 
language, but remained dubious.

We were curious and did a bit of research. Paul 
was right! The correct word for an ‘inhabitant of 
the hills’ in Occitan is costolin, feminine costolina.

We couldn’t find anything for ‘coustarasse’, so it appears to have been made up...

ST�R
LETTER

@colinusher Moving to Lot-et-Garonne in 
a few weeks. Special thanks to 
@LivingFrance and @FrenchPropNews for 
all the great tips... on y va. 

@jcjeremyhobson Sometimes, even in the 
most rural France, there is a communal 
area where one has the chance to sit and 
enjoy life! 
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The French Tax Authority has started making 
majority refunds of the social charges 
unlawfully deducted on sales by non-French 
sellers of their French properties, David 
Anderson of Sykes Anderson Perry (saplaw.co.
uk) reports. The amount being refunded is 
13.5% – 2% of the original 15.5% deduction 
(the prélèvement de solidarité) is viewed by 
France as not within the EU ruling – and 
payments are being made direct to claimants’ 
bank accounts. Claimants should contact the 
relevant tax authorities to ensure funds are 
transferred, though it should be noted that the 
French government is not paying for any 
currency loss or tax agents’ fees.

Since July 2012, non-French residents had 
been subject to this 15.5% social charge on the 
gain made when selling or renting French 
property. There were numerous complaints 
because most sellers were already paying 
social security where they live (for example UK 
National Insurance) and were not affiliated 
with the French social security system, and 
therefore could not benefit from it.

Notaires can now offer 
discounts on their fees 

REFUNDS OF SOCIAL 
CHARGES FOR NON-
FRENCH SELLERS

Brexit: buyers and expats offered reassurance

Good news for French property buyers: 
reforms to notaires’ fees are due to come 
into effect on 1 May, making them 

slightly cheaper than before. The move is part 
of the loi Macron, aimed at making France 
more commercially competitive. Some of the 
reforms are obligatory, while others are at the 
discretion of each individual notaire.

Within the obligatory changes announced on 
26 February, notaires cannot charge more than 
10% of the sale price of the property (with a 
minimum fee of €90). This will result in a 
significant discount of as much as 70% for 
low-value sales; buying a small piece of land 
costing €3,000, for example, will now only 
incur a notaire’s fee of €300 instead of the 
previous €920.

For sales over €150,000, notaires are now 
able – but not obliged – to offer a discount 
(remise) of up to 10%. Also, in the case of 
commercial and residential property to be used 
for social purposes and costing over €10m, fees 
can be reduced by up to 40%.

These discounts will be due in their entirety 

to the buyer, and 
not to any third 
party such as an estate 
agent. There is no professional requirement for 
the notaire to tell the buyer that the discount 
can be given, so buyers should establish this at 
the outset and request written confirmation of 
any discount offered. If there are two notaires 
involved in the transaction, it is advisable to 
obtain confirmation from both parties. The 
notaire can still agree not to make any charge 
at all for his services, which was the case before 
the fee reforms.

It should be noted that this discount only 
applies to the notaire’s own fee and not to the 
taxes the notaire collects on behalf of the 
government. The all-encompassing term ‘frais 
de notaire’ refers inclusively to these taxes and 
registration fees which do, in fact, make up a 
large part of the costs.

Notaires’ fees were first set by a decree of 
1978 and have since been modified three 
times: in May 2006, in March 2007 and in 
February 2011.

Keeping you up to date on the French property market, news, travel and events

FPN NEWS

Follow us on 
Twitter for the 

latest news

Au courant

We asked: would a Brexit stop 

you buying a property 

in France?

Many experts are working to assuage 
fears as far as possible in the minds 
of both expats and potential 

buyers of French property in the run-up 
to the Brexit referendum on 23 June. 
Although there remains uncertainty 
over the precise effects a Brexit could 
have, it has already been noted that 
there would be few travel or ownership 
restrictions (as most expats are consumers of 
local goods and services) or tax effects (as 
the double-tax treaties already exist).

The appeal of France
Furthermore, some sources are 
highlighting the potentially 
detrimental effects of a Brexit 
on the UK property market. 
“We’ve been part of the EU for 
over 40 years now, so it’s understandable that 
such a momentous change will lead to 
uncertainty among the UK public,” comments Russell 
Quirk, founder of eMoov.co.uk. “This will lead to 

inaction among those looking to buy and sell, 
and the resulting dwindle in demand will 
always lead to a reduction in house prices. We 
believe they could drop by 5%...so the average 
UK homeowner could see their property 
reduce by £11,000 in value.” This opinion offers 
an alternative angle to the Brexit debate and 
may, in fact, give current UK residents the 
impetus to sell up at home and buy across the 
Channel, where average house prices are 
considerably lower in many areas.

Breathing space
Whatever the outcome of the referendum, it 
is likely there would at least be a grace 
period of around two years to organise and 

implement the new arrangements, meaning 
immediate changes are unlikely.

For in-depth analysis on the possible effects of a 
Brexit from experts in French property, currency, law, 

mortgages and tax, turn to our special section on p79

Don’t 
know
12%

Yes
25%

No
63%
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� Ferry company DFDS has confirmed an 

extension to its Newhaven to Dieppe route 

until the end of 2017. The company has 

operated the route since 2012 and runs 

three daily crossings in both directions from 

May to September, and two at other times. 

Sailings until November 2016 are available 

to book online. 

dfdsseaways.co.uk
� Google has launched Destinations on 
Google, a new mobile travel planner that lets 
users search for destinations, view suggested 
itineraries and price their flight and hotel. 
Flights are automatically based out of the 
airports closest to the user. The service is 
accessible via Google search or on the Google 
Mobile app.
� Low-cost airline easyJet has begun a 

new route from London Southend to Paris 

Charles-de-Gaulle. The airline’s 15th route 

from Southend, it is expected to carry 50,000 

passengers a year between there and the 

French capital.

easyjet.com
� An electric moped hire scheme is to 
launch in Paris in a bid to cut down on noise 
and pollution. Available to hire via an app 
from 7am-1pm daily, 1,000 mopeds will be 
gradually deployed around the city. Under a 
scheme managed by Cityscoot, the mopeds 
will be available to anyone aged 20 and over 
with a moped licence. 
cityscoot.eu
� A new travel service called Tour de 

Friends is offering four separate customised 

personal tours of France, with an emphasis 

on cuisine, culture and the countryside. 

Limited to eight visitors, each tour features 

cooking classes and accommodation is at 

luxurious villas and châteaux. 

tour-de-friends.com
� Eurostar may be launching a direct train 
service from London to Bordeaux, prompted 
by the imminent completion of a new branch 
of France’s TGV network. The journey would 
take 4.5 hours, although provision is unlikely 
before 2019.
� Cycle touring portal Vélo en France has 

a new interface accessible on all mobile 

devices, plus a new app to access selected 

routes offline. Started in 2010, the portal 

offers 3,000 routes for both road cyclists and 

mountain-bikers, covering over 138,000km 

across 91 departments. 

veloenfrance.fr
� APD (Annual Passenger Duty) on flights 
for passengers under the age of 16 has been 
scrapped, a change that could save families 
hundreds of pounds. The move follows the 
legislation of May 2015, which saw under-12s 
exempted from the charge. Trips of over 2,000 
miles will see the most significant cost savings.

Travel news
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Despite a lack of snow during the early 
weeks of winter 2015, it seems the 
interest of ski property investors was 

enlivened by January’s significant snowfalls 
– and another season now draws to an 
upbeat close, echoing the pattern of the 
previous season when a light dusting of snow 
and muted activity eventually turned into a 
record-breaking year.

According to Knight Frank’s latest French 
property market report, the Alps remain in 
the top two most sought-after locations in 
France and interest has been widespread 
here, with established favourites such as 
Chamonix and Courchevel continuing to 
attract attention. The agency’s 2016 Wealth 
Report states that Chamonix remains 
competitive compared with other Alpine 
resorts despite prices rising by around 6% 
last year – and a planned upgrade to its lift 
system will further strengthen demand.

However, lesser-known resorts within 
striking distance of the famous hotspots are 
proving equally popular with investors. New 
developments are springing up in resorts 

such as Flaine, located in the Grand Massif 
an hour north-west of Chamonix (read more 
on p68). And while there is little stock on 
the market in Courchevel 1850 due to 
owners holding onto their properties for 
rental purposes, there is plenty of choice in 
nearby Montalbert, nestled in the Tarentaise 
Valley one hour north.

“Smaller village resorts like Montalbert 
that are part of a larger ski domaine are very 
popular,” explains Gordon Roughan of 
Maison Individuelle (maisonindividuelle.co.
uk), who has sold over 100 apartments here. 
“Montalbert benefits from its own Michelin-
starred restaurant and a new gondola that 
has reduced travel time to the slopes from 30 
minutes to just six.”

The agency is currently marketing a 
stunning three-bedroom penthouse 
apartment at the heart of the village for 
resale at €435,000 (pictured). Unlike 
modern, Bauhaus-inspired Flaine, 
Montalbert is dominated by traditional 
chalet-style apartment buildings, most 
constructed or developed since 2000.

FPN would like to apologise for errors published in Malcolm Pim’s article on p64 of the March issue. 
It was stated that his apartment in Villa Kappas, Nice, is for sale at €199,950 including secure 
parking, furnishings and equipment. It is in fact the case that the apartment’s furnishings, website 
and equipment are available by separate negotiation, and are not included in the asking price.

Furthermore, the sentence at the top of p64 should read “we accept bookings of any period 
with no fixed arrival or departure days” – the word “don’t” was included in error.

Interest booming in ski property 
as season draws to a close
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Family-friendly 
Montalbert is part of the 
Paradiski area in Savoie



11-22 May
Cannes Film Festival 
Cannes, Alpes-Maritimes 
Founded in 1946 and considered the world’s 
most prestigious film festival, this invitation-only 
event is held at Cannes’ Palais des Festivals – but 
there’s still plenty to see if you’re not on the guest 
list, with free film screenings on the beach, a lively 
atmosphere and the chance to glimpse your 
favourite celebrity. 
festival-cannes.com

19-31 May
Festival Jazz à St-Germain 
Paris 
This annual festival brings concerts to exclusive 
venues in this iconic quarter of the capital – 
musicians strum, boogie and sing the blues 
everywhere from theatres to canal boats to 
cultural centres – and the streets come alive 
with plenty of free open-air gigs. New talents are 
encouraged, and there are always accompanying 
exhibitions on a variety of subjects. 
festivaljazzsaintgermainparis.com

21 May
Nuit Européennes des Musées 
Across France 

Good news for anyone balking at exorbitant 
entry fees for France’s big collections: this 

single-night event sees 1,300 French 
museums and galleries open their doors 
for free until 1am. The event was launched 
by the Ministry of Culture in 2005 and 
participating venues include the Louvre, 
the Palais de Tokyo and the Château de 
Versailles in the Paris area alone. 
nuitdesmusees.culture.fr

What’s on in...May 2016

A Provençal pop-up 
has launched at the 
garden-inspired 
Folly Restaurant and 
Bar (thefollybar.co.uk) in the 
heart of the City of London for a 
limited period of four months. Drake & 
Morgan’s ‘La Petite Provence’ is the perfect 
place to visit if you’re a London visitor or resident 
aching for a French fix.

Escape the hustle and bustle and find yourself 
transported to a quintessentially French garden featuring shabby 
chic furniture, vintage shutters and photos of the French countryside. Set 
up to resemble a pergola with lavender flowers and terracotta pots filled 
with herbs, the pop-up encourages visitors to relax while sampling wines 
from Provence. It will host food and wine pairings plus three tutored tasting 
sessions led by French wine specialists on 10 May (Château Riotor), 14 June 
(Domaine Montrose) and 12 July (Château Unang).

La Petite Provence can be booked through the Folly Restaurant for 
parties or chic business events and provides the perfect virtual French 
getaway if you can’t experience the real thing this summer.

Pop-up Provençal 
garden launches in 
London

26 May-24 June
Festival de St-Denis 
Paris 
Lovers of classical music should add this date to 
their diary: created in 1970, the festival puts on 
a series of concerts and recitals in the basilica 
of Saint-Denis and the House of Education of 
the Legion of Honour. International conductors 
and soloists perform both old and new works 
with prestigious Parisian orchestras, and some 
concerts are broadcast on a big screen in front of 
the basilica. 
festival-saint-denis.com

28-29 May
Le Festival du Mot 
La-Charité-sur-Loire, Nièvre 
Over 100 activities and events take place to 
celebrate the written word and the Francophone 
language, hosted by a town that’s home to more 
bookshops and craftsmen than you can shake 
a stick at. These include art and photography 
exhibitions, theatre shows, film screenings, dance 
and music performances, and workshops in song-
writing.  
festivaldumot.fr

BUYING POWER
Space is key for me; at 6ft3 it’s hardly a choice! The grand rooms and 
high ceilings in this property (for sale on France Property Shop), and 
the accompaniment of outbuildings and just under three hectares 
of land, offers the kind of breathing space most would find 
themselves paying seven figures for in the UK. The cost of space is a 
definitive problem faced by UK buyers, with many longing for 
greater buying power to address this. 

Working in the currency market allows me to see tempting 
property opportunities on a daily basis, when exchange rates have 
moved and, therefore, sterling value has been reduced. At €250,000, 
the cost of buying this property now compared with this time two 
years ago is just under £15,000 cheaper. The thanks for this can be 
laid at the feet of a stronger pound, offering a further nine cents for 
each euro bought compared with March 2014.

I always find it best to put currency savings in context. In this 
case, the currency markets have saved the purchaser of this 
beautiful property around 7.7%. In this situation we are considering 
a saving even before any value-adding work is carried out – but I’d 
think about using the saving to add a more extensive kitchen here. 
A new kitchen in a UK 
property typically adds 5% 
to its value, so this could be 
a shrewd investment. 
 
Turn to p92 for this month’s 
visit to France Property Shop 
francepropertyshop.com

with Joshua Privett, Senior Executive Dealer at currencies.co.uk

CURRENCY WATCH
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13-14 May

French Property Exhibition 
Wetherby, Yorkshire, UK 
If you’ve decided 2016 is your year to invest in 
a French property, don’t miss this exhibition at 
Wetherby Racecourse, showcasing hundreds of 
homes for sale. There is the chance to talk to estate 
agents, legal professionals and currency exchange 
specialists and attend a programme of informative 
seminars. Entrance to the exhibition is free and 
visitors can register for tickets on the website. 
fpeyorkshire.com

France Property Shop ref: 361883 
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FPN NEWS

The ruins of a 16th-century castle have 

been unearthed in the centre of Lille. The 

excavations covered a 5,800m2 area and 

archaeologists were surprised to find that 

the site had been occupied since 1 BC, with 

the privileged lifestyle of its inhabitants 

suggested by crockery, Venetian glassware 

and silver spoons.

Italian distiller Davide Campari-Milano SpA
has taken ownership of Villa les Cèdres in 
St-Jean-Cap-Ferrat with its acquisition of 
the Grand Marnier Group. The property is 
surrounded by a 14-hectare botanical garden. 
Campari has said it plans to sell the property 
and share the proceeds between Grand 
Marnier shareholders. 

A hamlet between Toulouse-le-Château 

and Sellières in Jura is to be auctioned for 

€150,000. The 2.2 hectares of land contain a 

museum, a ruined rectory, former forge-

worker’s houses and artists’ workshops, and 

restoration costs are estimated at €20m.

A new internet radio station has launched 
to target the estimated 20,000 British expats 
in France. With a mixture of chat and music 
delivered entirely in English, Expat Radio is 
available at ex-patradio.fr in order to avoid 
French radio regulations enforcing French 
language content. 
 
A new video dedicated to sports news has 

been launched by Agence France-Presse. 

Available in 150 countries, AFPTV Sports 

will focus on major competitions with 

in-depth coverage of Euro football, the Rio 

Olympics and the Copa América Centenario.

Voters in eastern France have settled on ‘Grand 
Est’ as the name for their new merged region 
of Champagne-Ardenne, Lorraine and Alsace, 
which won 75% of the vote. The Conseil d’État 
will make a decision as to whether or not to 
approve the name on 1 October.
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Le Figaro
Two of the world’s tallest wooden towers are set to 
be built in Bordeaux, following a competition 
between seven architectural teams. The winning 
companies will each build a tower measuring 57m 
tall with 16-18 floors. Eiffage’s tower, named 
‘Hyperion’ after the tallest tree in the world, will 

contain 82 apartments, 
while Kaufman & Broad’s 
‘Silva’ will have a 
triangular base. Both 
towers will make use of 
recyclable materials 
(including wood from the 
Landes forest) and offer 
eco-friendly living.

Le Monde
The 55-hectare Longchamp racecourse in Paris’ 
Bois de Boulogne is undergoing a major 
renovation, with the demolition of 71,000m2  
of stands now complete and the first new 
stones erected in March. The racecourse was 
designed in 1857 and this redevelopment is 
intended to offer more modern facilities for the 
public and professionals of the equestrian 
world, with ultimately more construction 
taking place than renovation.

The major renovation of a 20-hectare territory 
in St-Brieuc, Brittany is now complete, and 
offers eco-friendly accommodation for around 
1,500 people. A total of 172 old homes dating 
from the 1970s were demolished to clear the 
space. The site’s new buildings benefit from 
the latest standards of sound and heat 
insulation, plus a pedestrianised through-
route from north to south and several 
communal gardens. 
 

Les Echos
French construction giant Vinci is relocating its 
Parisian headquarters from Rueil-Malmaison to 
a new site in nearby Nanterre, with 74,000m2 
and 4,000 employees. The building set to house 
the company by 2020 has been designed by 
Jean-Paul Viguier et Associés and Marc Mimram, 
who were selected following a competition. 
This project is part of a larger development 
plan to expand Nanterre, another of which is 
the future Nanterre-La Folie station, improving 
connections with the city centre.

All those who rent short-term accommodation 
in Paris through AirBnb and exceed 120 days 
per year are to receive an email reminder of 
the city’s regulations. Following accusations 
of unfair competition with the hotel industry, 
Airbnb has reached an agreement with the 
mayor of Paris to enforce regulations, which 
apply to both tenants and landlords. There are 
some 60,000 Airbnb rentals available in Paris.

Paris’ Canal St-Martin has been refilled 

following a three-month cleaning 

project. Objects discovered in the 

canal included numerous bicycles, 

computers, mobile phones, some 

motorbikes and even a gun.

Actress Jeri Ryan has put the Los Angeles 

estate that she designed in French country 

style on the market for just under $7m. The 

ardent Francophile had a 1755 stone fireplace, 

18th-century columns and reclaimed terracotta 

tiles and cobblestones imported from France 

to realise her vision. A French kitchen garden is 

planted with fruit and nut trees, including fig, 

loquat, pecan, peach, pomegranate and orange.
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Loire: Condrieu, €508,800
If you’re looking for a unique 
property in France, this 17th- 
century house in the Loire 
department was built under and 
against a large rock and boasts 
natural rock walls inside. Entirely 
renovated, the house comprises 
three levels, each with their own 
exterior access, connected by an 
impressive staircase.

On the ground floor there are 
three bedrooms, a bathroom and a 
laundry room, while on the first 
floor are a large dining room and sitting room and a kitchen. Finally, on 
the third floor, there is an office and a fourth spacious bedroom with a 
bathroom and a dressing room. The large tree- and flower-planted plot 

and two terraces provide plenty of 
outdoor space. 

Located at the top of a medieval 
village in the gorges de Malleval, 
the property sits on a vast plot of 
land and has outstanding views of 
the mountains and the valley 
below. Just five minutes from 
amenities in the nearby village, 
the property is 20 minutes from 
the motorway and an hour from 
Lyon St-Exupéry airport.  
leggettfrance.com

WHAT A CHARACTER 
Sophie Gardner-Roberts finds three homes bursting with personality

FPN THREE OF THE BEST

Charente: Jarnac, €294,250
Whenever we formulate the idea of ‘living the dream’ in France, we tend to 
imagine ourselves in a stunning property with exposed stone walls, a 
converted barn full of history or even an old pigeonnier. In short, we look for 
character, or cachet as the French would say, and there certainly is plenty of 
choice under this category on the French market.

Located very close to the riverside market town of Jarnac, this charming 
house is bursting with all those character features we love: exposed stone 
walls, terracotta tiled floors and wooden beams. 

A large, fully fitted kitchen can be found on the ground floor, along with 

Lot: Cahors, €804,000
This property is actually registered in France as a monument historique and is 
full of character with its two pigeonniers, picturesque awning and wooden 
balcony. Built in the traditional architectural style of Quercy, it has been 
entirely renovated and offers 300m2 of living space. 

On the ground floor you’ll find a grand living room with a fireplace, a fully 
equipped kitchen with glass doors leading to a terrace, a library, one 
bedroom, a bathroom and a master en-suite bedroom. There is another en- 
suite bedroom on the first floor, and convertible attic space on the second. 
Parquet flooring and lovely ceiling beams are a feature throughout the 
house, which also comes with a workshop and its own wine cellar.

The house sits in two and a half hectares of parkland bordered by streams 
and has a swimming pool with pool house, a stable block with two 
looseboxes plus an outbuilding that needs renovation and could be 
converted into separate guest accommodation.

Located just 20 minutes from famous Cahors, this stunning property has 
the potential to make a charming family home or even a succesful chambres 
d’hôtes business.
maisons-et-chateaux.com

a spacious and light-filled dining room with a fireplace, a living room, a 
shower room and one of the bedrooms. The other three bedrooms are 
upstairs and the main bathroom is also on this floor. 

There is a lovely terrace, shaded by a vine and accessed by a part-glazed 
door from the kitchen. A well-tended walled garden is planted with 
mature palm and olive trees, giving this property a distinctly 
Mediterranean feel. The cellar and an outbuilding provide useful storage 
space, although the latter could also be converted to create additional 
accommodation subject to planning permission.
charente-immobilier.com

See Charente Immobilier 
at the 

French Property Exhibition, 
13-14 May 2016
fpeyorkshire.com
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IMMOBILIER

Peaceful Idyll, Dordogne
Renovation project with over four hectares 
and comes with a variety of barns. Three are 
attached to the house itself while the fourth 
is set just in front. All set in a very desirable 
part of France.  
 
Ref: 14158 €110 000

Perfect spot! Dordogne
Set in the middle of 4182m², spacious  
and beautifully renovated home offering  
six bedrooms in the main house and gite. 
Only seven minutes from the Village and 
just over an hour from Bergerac airport.

Ref: 10514         €550 000

Immaculately presented, Dordogne
Three bedroom stone house has an attached 
one bedroom guest house. In an elevated 
position with a pool and separate large barn 
on two hectares of land. Only an hour to 
the airport.

Ref: 14277    €312 700

Our selection of  
Handpicked properties
Call us on +33 (0)8 05 69 23 23

Freephone from UK: 0800 270 0101 
or visit www.beauxvillages.com

Walk to town, Pyrénées Atlantiques
Fully renovated in 2012 with three 
bedrooms, one downstairs with bathroom, 
terrace and ample parking. South facing 
barbecue area and near a beautiful medieval 
thermal spa town.  

Ref: 13766      €212 000

Income potential, Aude
Large property consisting of two adjoining 
houses which sit on 2.3 hectares, on the 
banks of the river. One has three bedrooms, 
the other five. All within easy reach of 
Carcassonne and transport links.

Ref: 14376     €320 000

Outstanding views, Tarn et Garonne
Beautiful spacious and well maintained 
house with far reaching views over the 
valley. Four bedrooms, heated pool and out-
buildings. Less than an hour from Toulouse 
International Airport. 

Ref: 11755       €350 000

Highly recommended! Charente Maritime
Recently renovated pretty three bed 1950's 
cottage retaining many original features, set 
in its own half acre fully enclosed garden, 
just two minutes walk from the centre of a 
thriving spa town.    
 
Ref: 12663    €190 800

Fantastic value, Vienne
Recently renovated, with three bedrooms 
and fabulous views over open countryside. 
Just ten minutes from town. Poitiers and 
Limoges airport under an hour.
 
 
Ref: 13762     €120 000
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Sometimes, you don’t need an existential 
reason to change your life other than 
seizing the opportunity when it arises to 

follow your dreams. Leaving comfortable jobs 
in the UK to run a large gîte complex in France 
can be daunting and challenging, but for 
Jeremy and Liz Smith, it turned out to be very 
fulfilling. Jeremy and Liz were both happy 
with their jobs in the UK and had no reason to 
move, until one day they had the chance to 
actually live the life they were longing for.

Coup de coeur
Jeremy and Liz didn’t waste any time when it 
came to househunting in France and were 
well-informed before heading out to find their 
dream property. “We must have viewed every 
‘buy a property in France’ programme on TV 
and for many years had spent summer 
holidays in neighbouring Dordogne,” they say. 

They spotted La Tannerie in a French 
Property News advert 12 years ago and by 
September 2004, were running the business. 
“We visited on a sunny Monday morning, with 
the market in full swing and frankly, by the 
time we reached the property, we were already 
sold!” they say.

This outstanding property, an old 19th-
century tannery, has no less than six different 
gîtes, from the main maison de maître, where 
Jeremy and Liz live, but which can sleep up to 
10 people when they vacate it in the summer 

months, to the little Tournesol, a two-bedroom 
gîte. There are also two four-bedroom gîtes, Le 
Rosier and La Lavande and two five-bedroom 
gîtes, Les Baignades and La Sècherie.

Jeremy and Liz’s favourite part of the 
property is probably the garden in the 
summer. “We have about a hectare, and you 
can sit in either sun or shade beside the 
stream, with a book and a glass of something 
cold,” says Jeremy.

And it’s not just them who enjoy La 
Tannerie. Guests particularly appreciate the 
relaxing location of the gîtes which are within 
walking distance to shops, 
bars and restaurants, while 
out-of-season workers and 
househunters rent the gîtes 
long term. “We always got a 
kick out of seeing people 
enjoying the facilities here,” 
they say, “and there have 
been a couple of wedding 
parties staying here that have stood out as 
being the most fun.”

Overcoming obstacles
Of course, moving to France means learning to 
deal with the ill-reputed ‘millefeuille 
administration’ system and complying with 
French regulations for business properties. 
“The biggest problem we had was getting the 
business properly registered in the first place. 

With hindsight we should have paid for some 
professional advice, but we went ahead on our 
own and made some mistakes,” says Jeremy.

Now the business is thriving and the gîtes 
are often booked long in advance in the 
summer months. The sale price includes all six 
furnished buildings, the website and client 
base. New owners will certainly take on a fair 
amount of work but will be guaranteed to have 
business from day one.

The property also benefits from its location 
within the charming town of Chalais on the 
southern edge of Charente. A bustling market 

brings the town to life on 
Mondays and the couple 
never tire of seeing St- 
Émilion nearby.

The couple’s efforts to 
integrate paid off. Jeremy 
volunteered at the tourist 
office and they used to run 
a tea room at La Tannerie. 

“We cannot stress enough just how important 
it was both being able to speak French. On two 
occasions I have felt honoured to be asked to 
stand for election to the town council, and the 
work involved there, though ultimately 
unsuccessful, did seem to cement our place in 
the local community,” says Jeremy.

Jeremy and Liz are ready to retire to spend 
time with their children, travel, and perhaps 
live in something a little smaller... �

A WARM WELCOME
FPN BUSINESS OF THE MONTH

Sophie Gardner-Roberts comes across a thriving gîte complex in Charente

Factfile
Price: €450,000
Location: Chalais
Department: Charente
Contact: Jeremy Smith
Tel: 0033 (0)5 45 98 24 95
gites-for-sale.com
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HOMES FOR EVERYONE
PROPERTIES OF THE MONTH FPN

1 Your own château
The dream of owning a small castle is closer 
than you think with this beautiful 19th-century 
château located north of Angers in Maine-
et-Loire. On the market for €645,000, the 
property sits in six hectares of land with a large 
lake and comes with numerous outbuildings. 
The château is in good condition with many 
period features, and there are three floors of 
living space with nine bedrooms. 
Domus Abroad, Tel: 0208 455 0015
domusabroad.com   

2 Comfortable complex
This substantial property has been run as a gîte 
complex and currently has one main house and 
five gîtes. Located in the peaceful countryside 
of Soudan in Loire-Atlantique, the property 
comes with two hectares of land which have 
a swimming pool, a boules pitch, a play area 
and outbuildings. It is currently on the market 
for €495,000 and offers an easily manageable, 
long-established business.
French Connections, Tel: 01580 819303
frenchconnections.co.uk  

3 Rustic charm
For a quiet rural retreat, this property is 
ideally situated on 6,000m2 of land in Poitou-
Charentes. Gardeners will appreciate the small 
paddocks, vegetable plots and greenhouse 
in the grounds. The family house has a large 
kitchen with a fireplace, a dining/living room 
with exposed beams and oak floors, two 
downstairs double bedrooms and a mezzanine 
with a master bedroom. On sale for €180,000.   
Private seller, Tel: 0033 (0)5 45 31 24 33
francepropertyshop.com

4 Riviera villa
If you are looking for a beautiful villa on the 
French Riviera, this exceptional four-bedroom 
house situated on a residential hill near Grasse 
is ideal. It has been recently renovated to a high 
standard and offers panoramic views of the 
Mediterranean. On the market for €593,000, 
the property comes with vast gardens 
containing an infinity pool and pool house, a 
garage and three parking spaces.    
Prestige Property Group, Tel: 01935 389600
prestigeproperty.co.uk

5 Lord of the manor
Located near Roanne in Loire, this grand 
château offers plenty of living space with a 
large living room, a fully equipped kitchen and 
a bedroom on the ground floor. There are six 
bedrooms with bathrooms on the first floor, as 
well as a library and a reception room. There is 
a separate four-bedroom flat in the east wing 
stretching across two floors. On the market for 
€1,260,000, it comes with a pool and stables.    
My French House, Tel: 0845 123 5885
my-french-house.com   

6 Mountain retreat
The newly built Le Centaure residence in the 
ski resort of Flaine comprises 68 apartments. 
The ski-in, ski-out residences are located at 
the foot of the slopes within close proximity of 
local amenities. Two-bedroom apartments are 
available from €266,667 and three-bedroom 
apartments from €342,500. Flaine is the 
highest resort of the Grand Massif area and 
enjoys some of the snowiest pistes in the Alps.   
MGM Properties, Tel: 0203 327 7671
mgmfrenchproperties.com

Whatever it is you’re looking for in a property, France has something to suit
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It’s been dubbed “France’s most underrated 
major city” by Lonely Planet – and indeed 
the only interaction you may have so far had 

with Lille is noticing its Eurostar connection 
from St-Pancras, and quite possibly letting it 
pass you by in favour of Paris.

But this bustling university town and 
cultural hub on the banks of the River Deule is 
well worth your exploration. Once an 
important merchant centre of French Flanders, 
many Flemish influences remain in its culture, 
cuisine and architecture – and historic Vieux 
Lille is characterised by 17th-century brick 
townhouses and cobbled pedestrianised streets 
just aching for you to wander along them, 
pausing for a cafe crème and a vanilla waffle 
on the way.

There are three renowned art museums 
here, plus stylish shopping, some excellent 
dining options and a cutting-edge nightlife 
scene. What’s more, the Lillois have a 
well-deserved reputation for friendliness, 
making their city an excellent place not only 
for the casual visitor but also for the city-loving 
expat looking to set up home in France.

Location and style
Situated near the Porte de Paris – a 32-metre-
high monument commemorating the glory of 
Louis XVI – is a striking townhouse that has 
been home to its current owners for many 
years. Its quietly elegant facade speaks little of 
the grand interiors behind it, which total a 

whopping 408m2 of living space that the 
owners have lovingly restored and extended.

For me – and, as I discover, for the owners 
– the highlight of the house is the vast 
open-plan living and dining room, which 
represents the bulk of their hard work. 
Flooded with natural light from the garden 
doors and a stunning antique glass roof, it’s a 
well-considered space that offers an oasis of 
calm in a busy city. The modern kitchen has 
been juxtaposed with period features such as 
sculptures and stained glass – and it works.

It’s only appropriate that the house should 
have retained elements of its history despite 
being geared to modern living; echoing the 
rest of the city’s sophisticated architecture, it 
has plenty of stories to tell of the area’s craft 
heritage and its various revolutions. I 
especially love the gently curling tulip lamps 
that appear to grow out of the walls, and the 
carved wooden fireplace. This house is an 
irrefutable treasure if you like fluid lines and 
attention to detail.

From the tiled hallway, a scarlet-carpeted 
staircase sweeps around a chandelier, edged 
by the kind of polished banister that simply 
cries out for you to put on a ballgown just to 
run your hand down it as you descend. Across 
the upper two floors are a staggering nine 
bedrooms and four bathrooms – no shortage 
of space to get ready for any social event, nor a 
lack of accommodation for fortunate guests.

Lest you miss grass under your feet and the 

sound of birdsong, the enclosed 110m2 garden 
provides a haven for outdoor dining and 
musing – and there is a basement annexe plus 
a garage to complete the set-up.

Connect four
The owners chose Lille not only for its culture 
but for its excellent connections. “Its airport 
and TGV stations put the city in close 
proximity to London, Paris and Brussels but it 
also boasts lovely unspoiled countryside and is 
only an hour from the sea.” The ferry port at 
Calais is only an hour and a half’s drive away, 
too, so there are multiple options for getting 
across to this beautiful home from the UK.

Regrettably, now, the growth and absence of 
their children forces the owners to sell. “The 
house has become a little too big for our needs 
and we don’t want to set up guest 
accommodation, although we are fully aware 
of the potential this house has for such a 
venture. We leave that to the proud owners 
who will follow us!”

And this is a great idea. If you love grand, 
historic townhouses and the buzz of French 
city life, you could certainly make a handsome 
return on your investment by setting up a 
chambres d’hôtes here – ballgown or not. The 
house is on the market for €1,195,000. �

Nord de France Sotheby’s International Realty 
Tel: 0033 (0)3 28 04 80 40
nord-sothebysrealty.com

FPN FRENCH PROPERTY DREAMS

Rachel 
Johnston is 
seduced by the 
charms of an 
elegant maison 
de maître at 
the heart of 
Nord-Pas-de-
Calais’ capital

A LILLE
BIT OF
LOVE
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From the tiled hallway, 
a scarlet-carpeted 
staircase sweeps 
around a chandelier, 
edged by the kind of 
polished banister that 
simply cries out for you 
to put on a ballgown 
just to run your hand 
down it
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HOME THOUGHTS
George East on reasons to be cheerful about France

I recently found my idea of just 
about the perfect home. It was 
advertised as a mountain 

hunting lodge, though it had been 
considerably updated and 
poshed-up since it last served that 
sole purpose.

The outside rendering was so 
white and bright in the morning 
sun that it hurt the eyes. The white 
contrasted with the rustic red of 
the terracotta roof tiles, and a 
wide balcony ran around three 
sides of the two-storey building. It 
gave stunning views across a 
valley to distant mountain peaks, 
and would have been the perfect 
setting for coffee and a yawn as a 
new day dawned.

The inside was almost as 
impressive as the outside. There 
was a brand new kitchen with all 
mod cons, a dazzling wet room 
complete with power shower and 
three good-sized bedrooms, one 
with French windows leading out 
to the part of the balcony with the 
best view. There was a spacious 
living room with a wood-burning 
stove, the fuel for which stood 
handily close outside in the form 
of an acre of dense woodland.

The whole hectare of grounds 
was ringed with a high fence and a 
well-made drive led from the 
double gates. The property was 
less than a mile from the nearest 
village, which offered two bars 
and a grocery store and other 
necessary services. The village was 
also the nearest neighbour to this 
piece of heaven, if you didn’t count 
the local wildlife.

The lodge was also set at a real 
bargain price. In fact, an almost 
silly price. So, I hear you ask, why 
did I not buy it for myself, or even 
on your behalf? There was, I fear, 
a drawback, and quite a significant 
one. The hunting lodge was not 
situated in the French Alps or 
Pyrénées, but in the more remote 
mountains of north-east Bulgaria.

For the love of France
Yes, I know this column and 
magazine is usually dedicated to 
informing readers about property 
in France and the delights of 
having a home there. But please 
bear with me. I am merely setting 

For more information on George’s travels and books visit 

www.george-east-france.com

FROM ABROAD

the scene for this month’s debate.
I was in Bulgaria with a 

publisher who thinks it would be a 
good idea for me to write a book 
about the country and its 
attractions. As he pointed out, 
there is room for a ground-
breaking book about Bulgaria. As 
he also pointed out, once upon a 
time the choice of books about 
buying property and living in 
France were equally scarce.

There was the classic Perfume 
from Provence by Lady Fortescue 
and Peter Mayle’s blockbuster 
about spending a year in that 
beautiful region. Then there were 
a handful of other less 
stratospherically successful books 
about the joys of France (including 
mine, of course). Now, books on 
the subject seem to outnumber the 
Brits who live there.

So, on to the point of my 
ponderings. Despite its undoubted 

attractions, there are drawbacks 
to the idea of owning a place or 
living in Bulgaria. One of the 
biggest seems to be that Bulgaria 
is not France. The point is proven 
by the revealing statistic that only 
10,000 Brits are said to own 
property or live there. 

But with the best part of 
250,000 of us making a home in 
France and millions more taking 
holidays there each year, what is 
the special attraction? 

The survey says
I once conducted a survey of Brits 
living in France, asking them what 
they most liked about their new 
home, and what they missed most 
and least about Britain. Perhaps 
unsurprisingly, many of the plus 
factors for living in France were 
identical to the minus factors for 
living in Britain.

Top of the list of likes was the 
peaceful quality of life in rural 
areas, and the lack of traffic, noise 
and loutish behaviour the expats 
had left behind. Then there was 
the space and freedom to be 
themselves, and the slow and easy 
pace in the villages. Many of my 
respondents said their bit of 
France reminded them of what 
Britain must have been like 100 

years earlier. It never was, of 
course, but I knew what they were 
getting at. 

But it was not all about bucolic 
delights. Those Brits living in 
densely populated urban areas 
said they loved the vivacity and 
sophistication and unthreatening 
pace. They stressed how much 
they liked the bustle and liveliness 
without the hint of menace 
encountered in so many major 
British cities. 

Interestingly, the price of 
property came rather low down on 
the list of reasons for moving to 
live in France. What was a 
recurring theme was that the 
sensible approach to house prices 
meant they could live where they 
wanted, and not have to be part of 
the obsession about what their 
new home was worth. 

Finally, a surprising number of 
those taking part in the survey 
said that, beyond all the benefits, 
it was just that they found the idea 
of living in France so attractive. Je 
ne sais quoi just about summed it 
up. They couldn’t put a finger on 
exactly what attracted them to this 
vast and diverse country. But 
attracted they were, and probably 
simply because France was so, 
well, French. 

After nearly six decades of 
travelling round and living in 
France and writing a couple of 
million words about the country, 
its people and their sometimes 
funny little ways, I know just how 
my pollsters feel. 

 I myself have been hopelessly in 
love with France since I was a 
child. You might not think so from 
some of the things I have written 
about the country and its people 
over the years, but a little rain 
must fall into a relationship, no 
matter how intense.

Like Britain, France may not be 
the perfect place to live, but nor is 
anywhere else on earth I reckon. I 
think it is true that home is where 
the heart is, and my heart has for a 
long time been at its most content 
in France.

See you next time. �

At home with nature: George’s perfect property would have views to die for 
regardless of where in the world it was, but what is it about France that wins his heart?

I think it is true 
that home is 
where the heart 
is, and my heart 
has for a long time 
been at its most 
content in France
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OLD DOG, OR NEW TRICKS?
Unsure whether to take on a piece of history or buy ready-made and raring to go?  

Despite the profusion of 
property styles and 
buying options available 

today, househunters are still 
often grouped into separate 
camps based on their dream 
home designs. There are those 
who would only consider period 
properties with their original, 
character features, and those 
who favour the easy-living low 
maintenance of a new-build. 
Older homes are often derided 
as a black hole for money by 
new-home fans, while brand 
spanking new might equal bland 
for lovers of history and 
architectural heritage.

According to figures released 
by the French Environment 
Ministry, there were no less than 
349,400 housing starts across 
France during 2015, with a 
further 386,200 granted 
permission. When compared with 
the UK’s 143,560 starts over the 
same 12-month period, it is clear 
that France has its head in the 
game when it comes to new-
builds and it’s a dynamic and 
exciting place to invest in one.

On the other hand, France is 
home to 37 architectural 
UNESCO World Heritage Sites 

compared with the UK’s 24 and 
has a plethora of delicious 
abandoned farmhouses, mills 
and maisons de maître, often 
with equally delicious histories. 
Plus, with a population density 
of just 121 people per km2 
compared with the UK’s 267, 
there’s more than enough space 
to go around in France if you’re 
looking to embark on a rural 
project and enjoy the good life.

You may instinctively know 
which property camp you’re in, 
or at least be able to identify 
your likely preference based on 
factors such as your stage of life, 
the time you have available, your 
budget and the intended purpose 
of your property. While modern 
housing developers have 
significantly broadened their 
offerings and even the most 
ardent heritage devotees can 
balk at the bills for a high-
ceilinged home, you may still 
need help deciding whether to 
go new or old. This article 
should give you food for thought 
– but the good news is that, with 
careful planning, both can be a 
great success and offer equal 
fulfilment in a new life the other 
side of the Channel.

It’s impossible to recall the 
number of times I have either read 
or written the phrases ‘character 
features’, ‘ceiling beams’ or 
‘exposed stone walls’. It’s a 
statement of fact that a large 
proportion of people looking to 
move to France are on the hunt 
for a home containing these – and 
consequently their sights are often 
set on ‘old’. Life in our favourite 
Hexagone seems, for many, to be 
synonymous with old-world 
charm and tradition – and there’s 
something about owning and 
living in a building that has stood 
since the 17th or 18th century 
that makes it easier to connect 
with the ‘simpler way of life’ that 
many of us crave.

While new-builds can often be 
restricted to urban areas, 
particularly if they form part of a 
multiple-residence development, 
you’re likely to have a greater 
choice of locations for an older 
property. This is especially good 
news for those whose hearts 
belong in the countryside, perhaps 
surrounded by their own land. The 
types of properties available will 
be more varied, too – so whether 
you have your sights set on a 

Rachel Johnston examines the attractions of each – and offers a compromise

traditional moulin or a petit 
château, you’re bound to find it, 
and there’s no need to restrict 
yourself to the stylistic choices of a 
modern developer.

Many attractively priced old 
properties in France have some or 
all of the hard work already 
completed. When househunting, 
however, ensure you fully 
understand property 
advertisements and be prepared to 
take agents’ or vendors’ 
descriptions with a pinch (or 
several) of salt. ‘À finir’ can mean 
there is still plenty of work to be 
done rather than simply tying up 
loose ends; ‘habitable’ might 
actually be ‘derelict’ (is there 
plumbing and electricity in 
place?); ‘à rénover’ or ‘à restaurer’ 
can imply that major 
reconstruction is required; and, if 
anything is described as a ‘ruine’, 
you might reasonably expect there 
to be a wall or two missing.

Dream big
But daunting as these projects may 
sound, they can be enormously 
rewarding if you do your 
homework and are willing to put 
in the hard graft. For history 
lovers, it might have been the 
thought of preserving a precious 
piece of architectural heritage that 



The great advantage of renovating an 
old property is that you can integrate 
the comfort of up-to-date technology 
without compromising on existing 
charm and character

À finir: This authentic Lotoise house near Thégra is full of quirky character 
features and has been partially renovated to a high standard. The carpentry 
frame has been replaced in full and quality insulation layered under the entire 
roof, with new battens in place. The roof on the whole building has been 
renewed using locally sourced antique tiles. Work still to be done includes the 
installation of a new drainage system and an upgrade to the electrics, €265,000 
(allez-francais.com)

formed the basis of their French 
dream in the first place. One of the 
other obvious bonuses of 
renovating an old property rather 
than buying new is having the 
ability to put your own stamp on 
it. Of course, embarking on a 
bespoke build from scratch is 
another way of ensuring this 
ability – but you then miss out on 
the history and character. It’s the 
blend of period charm with 
modern accoutrements that Peter 
Elias of estate agency Allez 
Francais (allez-francais.com) 
highlights as the selling point of a 
renovation project.

Renovation rewards
“The great advantage of 
renovating an old property is that 
you can integrate the comfort of 
up-to-date technology (geothermic 
or aerothermic heating, for 
example) without compromising 
on charm and character,” he 
explains. “You can also have your 
own input on the design and 

layout, which for many is very 
important. If you buy a new or 
already renovated property, you’re 
also purchasing potential design 
faults or things that could annoy 
you. Even a recently installed 
kitchen might not be to your taste, 
meaning that you either have to 
live with it or rip it out and start 
again, which defeats the object.” 
It’s not true that you can’t teach an 
‘old dog’ ‘new tricks’: it might be a 
little more complicated to install a 
top-of-the-range modern kitchen 
within the delightfully uneven, 
timeworn walls of a 17th-century 
former priory, but with thorough 
planning it is possible.

A crucial aspect to consider 
before signing for any property, 
old or new, is how you intend to 
use it. If you were drawn to France 
for architectural heritage, it’s safe 
to assume many others will be too 
– especially holidaymakers with 
limited time. So if you plan to 
support the tourist industry with a 
hotel or chambres d’hôtes, it’s 

worth looking at properties with 
plenty of quirky character: 
something that shouts ‘France’ 
and will give guests an authentic 
Gallic experience.

One of the drawbacks of 
buying an old property is the 
uncertainty of costs involved in, 
or period of time required for, 
any renovation work. Many 
buyers are lured by the low 
initial cost of an old home and 
can be conned into believing 
they are getting a great bargain 
only to be faced with a costly 
waiting game, compounded by 
a language barrier and the 
complex French bureaucracy. 
Take note of our top tips to 
ensure you avoid these 
problems as far as possible. 

Finally, ensure that any work 
you plan to do is channelled 
into the right property. “Only 
too often I see clients buying a 
‘renovated property’ only to 
embark upon extensive works 
that will not necessarily add 
value, but just make the 
property more saleable,” 
comments Peter Elias. “They 
would be better off searching 
out a renovation project at a 
knock-down price, and then 
enhancing the property’s 
value through carefully 
planned work.”

À rénover: This detached stone house on the edge of a hamlet near 
Montemboeuf (Charente) would make a fabulous project for the keen DIYer. 
It has several period features including a fireplace and parquet and terracotta 
floors, plus an attached barn and courtyard garden and the potential for 100m2 
of living space, €21,900 (tourdeclefs.fr)

Before 
embarking on 
a renovation 
project...
� Fix a budget, and 
stick to it as far as 
possible
� Understand the 
estate agent’s lingo 
(e.g. à rénover, à 
finir)
� Check if planning 
permission is 
required
� Obtain detailed 
quotes (devis) for 
proposed works from 
registered tradesmen 
before signing the 
contract
� Be aware of any 
local building or 
design traditions
� Don’t 
overcapitalise or 
install unusual or 
highly personal 
features if you 
intend to resell
� Be realistic about 
the timeframe and 
expect delays
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It may be the case for you that the notion of a 
‘simpler way of life’ in France means just that: 
‘simpler’, without a major project on your 
hands. If you prioritise ease for your move 
across the Channel over owning a slice of 
history, buying a new property can be a great 
option. “New-build property has become a real 
alternative to renovation, offering the relaxed 
lifestyle we associate with France at the turn of 
a key,” explains Patricia Février, founder of 
new-build specialists A Place in France 
(aplaceinfrance.co.uk). ‘Turnkey’ is another 
word I have often read and written – and in 
property terms, it certainly represents freedom 
and simplicity.

New to this
The first and most obvious advantage of buying 
new is that all the nitty-gritty has been taken 
care of by someone else: there are no agonies 
to be had about colour schemes, nor desperate 
trips to M. Bricolage in search of the perfect 
fixtures and fittings. Modern design usually 
means the interior space is arranged for easy 

living, responding to modern needs, and all 
new-builds come with the builder’s 10-year 
guarantee (assurance décennale) for added 
peace of mind.

There are plenty of financial benefits to be 
had with a new property. While renovation 
costs can rapidly exceed budget as far as 
materials and administration are concerned, 
new-builds are more or less priced as ‘ready to 
move into’ without hidden or unexpected 
extras, making for simpler budgeting. And 
those concerned with their carbon footprint 
can rest easy: built using modern building 
techniques and to modern standards, a new 
property will naturally be optimised for the 
most efficient performance with the latest 
energy-saving devices, thus also keeping 
running costs to a minimum. Notaires’ fees are 
low on new-build properties, too: typically 
3.5% of the sale price compared with 6-8% for 
their older counterparts.

You could consider buying off-plan – a 
common and popular option for many types of 
residence from ski chalets to apartments in 
cities or coastal resorts. Although you can’t 
‘road test’ the property first as you’re investing 
before or during its construction, it will be 

subject to a government-regulated contract 
designed to protect your interests as the buyer 
and, after an initial deposit (set by law at 5%, 
contrasting older properties’ typical 10%), you 
usually pay the remainder of the purchase 
price in instalments, ideal if you need to 
stagger your outgoings.

Profit potential
New properties also have excellent letting and 
resale prospects, making them a shrewd 
investment choice. Buying in a new residential 
development, for example, ensures a secure, 
ordered environment that is attractive to 
holidaymakers and letting agencies alike – 
especially if the property is gated and set in 
maintained, landscaped grounds. Such 
developments are often located close to 
amenities, an important requirement from a 
holiday point of view. All these features ensure 
sustained capital growth and great potential if 
you come to resell.

 And, as a new property requires little to no 
maintenance, all that’s left to do after 
completing the purchase is to enjoy it – and if 
it’s a holiday home, you can simply lock up, 
leave and look forward to your next visit.

Coastal cottage: At the heart of Loix on Île de Ré (Charente-Maritime), this property 
is part of a quaint new development called Les Salines, cleverly built to blend in with 
the island’s traditional architecture but making use of modern building techniques and 
in line with requirements for sustainable housing. Two-bedroom examples €333,000; 
three-bedroom examples €418,500 (leggettinvestment.com)

Bioclimatic build: Ideal for the most environmentally conscious, this architect-designed wooden property near 
St-Cyprien (Dordogne) was built in 2009 and boasts a wealth of modern gadgets and design features to reduce 
energy consumption, costing just €600 to light and heat for a year, €508,800 (leggettfrance.com)

BUYING NEW
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So we’ve established that there are 
considerable benefits to buying both new and 
old. But if you’re really sitting on the fence, 
never fear: there are ways of combining your 
love of character features with the desire for 
simple, decision-free living. Many of France’s 
historic architectural gems are bought and 
converted by developers, with a view to 
preserving the country’s heritage at the same 
time as rejuvenating the housing market. Get 
in on one of these, and you could tick all the 
boxes at once.

Château de la Redorte is one such example.
Located in the heart of one of Languedoc’s 
prettiest villages near Carcassonne, a stone’s 
throw from the Canal du Midi, it’s one of the 
grandest examples of the 19th-century 
châteaux built during the region’s first ‘wine 
rush’. It had been occupied by five generations 
of the Artois family, presiding over two 
hectares of its own vineyards, before being 
given a new lease of life by master winemaker 
Frantz Vènes.

History revived
A team of local artisans and builders have 
breathed new life into the château’s elegant 
Belle Époque columns, soaring windows, soft 
slate roofs and intricate mouldings, working 
together to create a look and feel as in keeping 
as possible with the building’s heritage. The 
overgrown gardens have been cut back and 
replanted with lavender, oleander and roses, 
punctuated by towering cypresses, and a 
25-metre pool forms the centrepiece of the 
outside space.

The château’s formal rooms have been 
transformed into a restaurant and luxury spa, 
and a number of cultural events and courses 
are planned to run here through the year. The 
properties for sale at the development include 
sophisticated apartments within the château 
itself and a number of new-build duplex 
homes lining either side of the pool, built in 
the style of the original winemaking buildings. 
Take your pick depending on how ‘period’ you 
want your new home to feel.

Even if you opted for one of the new-builds, 
all have superb views of the main house, the 
terracotta roofs of the village and beyond to 
the Canal (one of those all-important UNESCO 
Sites), so you’d never feel devoid of character 
and heritage no matter how sleek and shiny 
your kitchen. Access to the area is excellent, 
making even popping down for the weekend 
quick and easy (and holiday lets a sure 
success) – and one particularly delightful 
aspect of life at La Redorte is that residents can 
be involved in the winemaking process and 
enjoy regular tastings on the estate.

What could be better than owning a slice of 
France’s history and savouring one of its oldest 
traditions without the bother and burden of 
upkeep? I can think of few drawbacks to this 
‘best of both’ arrangement: ideal if you’re as 
indecisive as I am when it comes to the perfect 
French home. �

New with old: A first-floor apartment at Château de la Redorte, in 
one of the new buildings overlooking the pool, offers a living/dining 
room, kitchenette, two bedrooms with built-in storage, a bathroom 
and a 10m2 terrace. There is the opportunity to buy the property fully 
furnished for added simplicity, €234,000 (sextantproperties.com)BEST OF BOTH

Château de la Redorte prior to its renovation
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MIGHTYMINERVOIS
With its powerful blend of culture, scenery, wine and investment 
opportunities, this area of Languedoc-Roussillon is fast 
becoming popular with expats from all over the world, 
as Claire Winterton discovers

Whether it’s mountain 
views, delicious wines, 
fascinating culture or the 

chance to bag a property bargain 
that interests you, the Minervois in 
the Languedoc-Roussillon region 
should be a tempting prospect. 

Straddling Aude and Hérault 
and spanning nearly 60km from 
Narbonne in the east to 
Carcassonne in the west, the 
Minervois is nestled in stunning 

perhaps 25 years ago, so a good 
investment if people are interested 
in buying property and equally 
attractive to those wanting a 
quieter pace of life, whether for 
retirement or perhaps running a 
small business. I think there is 
more space here too – it is less 
developed so there are fewer 
people per square kilometre.” 

Buying power
So with properties significantly 
cheaper here, what types of 

investment opportunities are 
available? “The Minervois 
properties range in style and price, 
from new-builds to old character, 
land to build on and fabulous 
projects from village houses to 
châteaux,” says Julie.

“The scenery is so diverse that 
you can buy in the hot, flat valleys 
with a warmer Mediterranean 
climate or the cooler climes of the 
Montagne Noire. Again the styles 
vary; the mountain houses are 
built in stone and granite with 

vineyard scenery and oozes 
natural beauty and old-fashioned 
charm. According to estate agent 
Julie Reaney, Home Hunts’ 
consultant for Minervois, this 
slower pace of life is what appeals 
to many expats. 

“The Minervois is attracting a 
wide variety of househunters, and 
I think it suits those that do not 
want the faster pace of Provence 
and the commercialism,” she says. 
“I guess this is how Provence was 

The dramatic bridge over the gorge 

of the River Cesse leads to the 

picturesque village of Minerve



Sophie and Denis Morin have been 
running their accommodation and 
wine business, Château La Villatade, 

in the west of the Minervois region for the 
past 23 years

They bought the property in a bid to change their lives and move away 
from their corporate jobs in marketing and banking. They wanted to be 
closer to nature and to indulge their passion for wine. 

When they bought Château La Villatade, it consisted of lots of old 
buildings and 130 hectares of land, some already planted with vines. 
Sophie and Denis renovated the buildings into three gîtes and two 
bed-and-breakfast rooms, and planted more vines to reach the 11 
hectares they have today. They also turned an 18th-century irrigation 
pond into a beautiful natural swimming pool. 

“I don’t know exactly how 
long it took us to renovate the 
gîtes, but it definitely took 
longer to create the wines,” says 
Sophie. “We had lots of problems 
getting started and we had a 
huge amount to learn, but that 
gave us the will to persevere. 
Nature is stronger than us and it 
is not a question of taming it, 
but working with it at its own 
pace. We have a full-time labourer who looks after the vines and our 
120-hectare garden.”

Sophie and Denis produce four award-winning wines – one rosé and 
three red – using Syrah and Grenache grapes. “In the cellar, our sole aim 
is freshness with a straight and full finish, with nothing more than a 
fruity flavour,” says Denis. “Our approach is very natural – we don’t use 
any pesticides, herbicides or industrial yeasts and we also restrict the 
use of sulphur.”

But while the wines are the couple’s passion, it is the accommodation 
side of the business that is the most profitable. “The gîtes are an 
excellent source of revenue,” says Sophie. “We have around 300 
reservations a year – the season starts at the end of March and finishes 
in October, with some extra reservations at Christmas. The wine is more 
difficult. Above all, when you are small you rely on a very good 
reputation, so it takes time and money.” 

They mainly advertise on the internet through their own website and 
other accommodation listing sites, and also find that word of mouth is 
important for publicity too.  

So what would Sophie’s advice be for anyone thinking of buying a 
gîte complex or vineyard in the Minervois area? “It’s a great place to live 
in because it is still wild – the villages are not tourist towns. Real life is 
still happening and the people are kind and welcoming. But don’t think 
running a gîte complex or vineyard will be a dream – you need to work 
hard, but you will have a lot of fun in the process,” she says.

villatade.com
slate roofs, so paler shades of grey 
are predominant. The valley 
houses feature warmer creams and 
terracotta colours with 
Mediterranean clay tile roofs. 
Prices vary too – some of the more 
popular working villages 
command higher prices, but all 
budgets are catered for.”

Because the area remains 
relatively undiscovered by expats, 

there is still plenty of potential to 
develop property. According to 
Julie, a renovation project is the 
best investment for those looking 
to buy in this region. “Prices are 
still realistic and there are some 
fabulous projects out there,” she 
says. “I know of a large maison 
de maître to renovate for 
€200,000, with 450m2 of living 
space and a south-facing garden. 

Case study
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The charming cobbled 
streets of Minerve, one of France’s ‘Plus Beaux Villages’

The historic site of Lastours has four 
Cathar castles built on a rocky ridge 
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“I think Narbonne and 
Carcassonne are both good 
investments for renovation 
projects. Carcassonne has an 
airport with flights to the UK, 
Belgium, Spain, Portugal, Holland, 
Ireland and Morocco. Narbonne 
will soon have its own TGV station 
and of course it has its beaches.”

Freddy Rueda from Real Estate 
Languedoc agrees about the area’s 
appeal. “Aude has several 
advantages, including the climate, 
nice landscapes, good wines and 
affordable restaurants, and you 
pay less for property than in many 
other places in the south of 
France,” he says. 

With the good weather being a 
big draw for househunters in the 
south of France, Freddy has a top 
tip for buyers. “Always purchase a 
property with outside space, 
whatever your budget. If you come 
to sell your property, it will be 
more in demand and the price will 
be higher. There is always demand 
for a house with a garden, in good 
times and in crisis times too.”

He adds that “properties in 

Aude are a little less expensive 
than in Hérault. For €180,000 in 
Hérault you could buy a property 
with a terrace, while you would 
also get a small garden in Aude, 
particularly around Narbonne.”

Worldwide appeal
But it’s not just the property 
investment potential that is 
exciting in the Minervois area – 
the stunning landscape is tempting 
expats from all over the world. 

“I always thought that the 
architecture and scenery was the 
same as Provence but more raw, 
more rustic,” says Julie. “In the 13 
years that we have lived here it 
has changed. It is becoming more 
popular with French people 
retiring from Paris as well as 
Americans, Canadians and South 
Africans who want a base in 
Europe. Australians and 
Scandinavians are coming too as 
travel here gets easier and there is 
more tourism promotion.”

Tourists are in for a real treat 
– the medieval village of Minerve  
is charmingly authentic and 

unspoilt. Perched on the edge of  
a deep gorge, it was a refuge  
for the Cathar heretics in the 
Middle Ages when they endured  
a bloody siege at the hands of 
Simon de Montfort. 

Not much is left of the Cathar 
fortress now, but rustically paved 
streets lead you past art galleries, 
wine caves and craftmen’s 
workshops to lovely restaurants 
and vantage points to take in the 
scenery. The stunning rocky 
backdrop really is impressive with 
its natural bridges carved out by 
the Cesse and Brian rivers. 

Also not to be missed is the 
historic site of Lastours, which  
has four Cathar castles each built 
on a large, 300m-high rocky ridge. 
The original Cathar castles were 
built to control access to the 
Montagne Noire and Carbardès 
region, and some of them still 
remain. Visitors can enjoy a short 
but steep hike up to the Châteaux 
de Lastours from the visitor centre 
in the village. 

After a climb up to the châteaux 
a glass of wine may be in order, 

FPN LOCATION

and the Minervois appellation has 
a lot to offer. Though perhaps 
most famous for Muscat, it is the 
area’s red wines that get 
enthusiasts excited. They are 
produced from grapes including 
Mourvèdre and Grenache to give 
big, bold flavours and Syrah to 
provide the spice and pepper 
associated with Languedoc wines.

To soak up those delicious reds, 
few things are more satisfying 
than the most famous of French 
stews – the cassoulet, which 
originates in Languedoc-
Roussillon. Named after the 
round, earthenware pot it is 
traditionally cooked in, it is 
typically a hearty mélange of pork 
sausages, goose, duck, pork skin 
and white beans. 

So with the most comforting of 
comfort food, quality wines, 
spectacular scenery and great 
investment opportunities 
available, the Minervois really is 
an area worth discovering. �

homehunts.com
realestatelanguedoc.com

This four-bedroom village house is close to 
shops and restaurants and comes with a 
small barn which could be converted into a 
gîte, €157,300 (realestatelanguedoc.com)

Situated in a private residential area on the edge of a large 
village close to the Canal du Midi, this four-bedroom villa 
was built in 2008 and comes with a low-maintenance 
garden and a garage, €396,000 (realestatelanguedoc.com)

The streets of Minerve lead 
past art galleries, wine 

cellars and lovely vantage 
points to take in the scenery

The property investment potential of Minerve 
is as attractive as the stunning landscape 
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We will undertake a survey of the property you intend 
to purchase in France, using our specialist knowledge 
and professional judgement, and we will provide you 
with a concise and easily understood report on the 

state of repair of the property.

North and West – Ile de France 
James Latter surveyor expert – CNEI 

South-West, Gascony, Languedoc and Perigord 
Ian Morris FRICS, Chartered Building Surveyor
Other regions covered by arrangement

Please visit our website for more information
www.surveyors-en-france.com

Tel : 0033 2 31 90 17 70

PRE-PURCHASE SURVEYS 
THROUGHOUT FRANCE

“Your peace of mind when you buy in France 
– over 15 years’ service to British buyers”

TARN ET GARONNE 

Attractive – Traditional – Fully Restored 
3 Bed / 2 Bath centrally heated house. 
Swimming Pool. Stone houses/barns to 
convert. 

Price: 225.000€ Ref: 5240  

AVEYRON

Handsome main house plus separate guest/
rental house. 1/3rd  acre grounds. Easy reach 
historic town.

Price: 226.000€ Ref: 5327   

TARN ET GARONNE 

Fully restored 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom stone 
house with extra land. Swimming pool. 
Views. Close to town. 

Price: 239.000€ Ref: 5478   

TARN

Impressive restored 4 bed / 3 bath country 
house. 2/3rd  acre grounds. Swimming pool. 
Great opportunity.

NOW ONLY: 278.000€  Ref: 5239   

TARN

Restored 17th C Presbytery. 4 Beds / 3 baths. 
½ acre grounds. Swimming pool. Close to 
historic town

DREAM PROPERTY ONLY 399.000€   
Ref: 4972   

TARN ET GARONNE 

Superbly restored 5 bed/4 bath manor-style 
town house. Large garden. Plus second fully 
restored 2 bed / 2 bath house. 

NOW ONLY: 395.000€ Ref: 5415  

OUTSTANDING OPPORTUNITIES  
AT VERY REASONABLE PRICES IN  
THE TARN, TARN ET GARONNE, 
LOT AND AVEYRONUnder the direction of

Jane and Charles Smallwood F.R.I.C.S.

AGENCE L’UNION – JANE & CHARLES SMALLWOOD F.R.I.C.S.
Place de la Halle, 82140 St Antonin Noble Val, Tarn et Garonne

0033 (0)563 306024 | info@agencelunion.com | www.agencelunion.com

SEE US  

AT W
ETHERBY  

SHOW
 STAND 5

FRANCE IS JUST A
CLICK AWAY AT

www.completefrance.com

SHARE news and tips
online with Brits living in
France in our forum

READ inspirational real-life
stories from those who’ve

made the move

KEEP up-to-date with
essential expert advice on
moving to France

FIND your dream home
across the Channel
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Buying on a small budget? 
With properties for sale 
across France for less than 
€100,000 there’s no need to 
worry about breaking the 
bank, says Joanna Leggett 

Buying a house in France has 
been the dream of so many 
people for so many years. 

That perfect little bolt-hole, the 
start of your own Grand Design 
where you could while away 
summer days pottering in the 
garden, exploring the beauties of 
this wonderful country and 
generally living the ‘Good Life’. 

Or perhaps the dream has been 
to make a permanent move, or to 
run your own business.

Property prices have risen over 
the years and many may have 
thought that their dream was out 
of reach as a result. You may well 
wonder if all those lovely 
properties of the type Peter Mayle 
waxed lyrical about in his Year in 
Provence series have been snapped 
up, done up and priced up. 

Well the answer is, of course, 
yes and no. While many such 
properties have of course been 
snapped up, it is still possible to 
buy a property for under 

€100,000, and even with 
fluctuating exchange rates that’s 
going to be well under £100,000.  
Affordable? Certainly!

There are still barns for 
conversion, rural cottages and 
village houses available at sensible 
prices. But you need to know 
where to look – and that starts by 
first deciding what exactly you are 
looking for. Is this going to be a 
rural retreat, a second home for 
holidays or somewhere to enjoy 
during your retirement years?  

Location, location
When deciding where to start, it 
always comes back to location. As 
a general rule, the further north 
and inland you travel, the more 
you get for your money. 

There are of course exceptions 
to this rule – large towns, cities 
and Paris are going to be that 
much more expensive. But 
normally the further you are from 
a major airport, road or rail links, 

BARGAIN HUNT  Pyrénées-Orientales: 
€58,000
Of course for many people, the 
dream is to own a property beside 
the sea with views over the water. If 
you fancy owning a pied-à-terre on 
the Med then how about a modern 
studio apartment with stunning 
marina and mountain views in 
Pyrénées-Orientales, reduced from 
€66,000 to €58,000? 

The apartment has a modern 
kitchen and the spacious balcony is 
the ideal spot to sit and soak up 
both the sunshine and the views. 
Restaurants and a bakery are a mere 
stone’s throw away and you could 
be on the beach in five minutes if 
you hop on your bike. 

Perpignan airport is just 20 
minutes away, which means easy 
access to and from the UK. This 
property also has the added benefit 
of good rental potential and could 
provide an attractive return on your 
investment if you opt to let it out. 

the more prices drop away –  
what might cost €100,000 in  
the countryside is going to cost  
at least three times that much  
in a property hotspot – but, if  
you know where to look, the 
countryside has a charm of  
its own, need not be inaccessible 
and it’s even possible to buy  
a place (albeit petite) beside  
the sea.

Work and play
You also need to be realistic about 
how much renovation work you’re 
prepared to undertake. Buying a 
rural tumbledown cottage or barn 
for, say, €35,000 or €40,000 
sounds like the bargain to end all 
bargains – and it might well be – 
but it’s going to take time, a great 
deal of energy and potentially 
large sums of money to turn it into 
your dream home. 

You’ll probably have to start 
from scratch, will possibly need to 
connect power and water, install a 

septic tank and replace the roof 
long before you can start with fun 
things like choosing curtains and 
wall colours.

Mind you, a renovation project 
could be exactly what you’re 
looking for and the results could 
be sensational. However, for most 
of us, something requiring a little 
less manual labour can prove more 
appealing, especially if the house 
is going to be used for your 
precious holidays.

Whatever your dream might be, 
France has plenty of properties to 
choose from at very affordable 
prices – especially compared to the 
UK. If you know where to look it 
really is possible to pick up a 
property for less than €100,000, 
with the potential to be a lovely 
holiday or forever home. �

Joanna Leggett is marketing director 
at Leggett Immobilier 
Tel: 08700 11 51 51
leggettfrance.com

 Dordogne: €66,000
In the Périgord Vert in northern Dordogne, the town of Mareuil-sur-Belle 
recently featured in a Channel 4 Living in the Sun programme. The château 
here is fascinating. Rebuilt in the 15th century on the site of a medieval 
stronghold destroyed during the Hundred Years’ War, it is well worth a visit.

Somewhat less ancient but with an impressive number of rooms, this 
seven-bedroom townhouse is just over half an hour’s drive from the city of 
Angoulême with its TGV links to Paris. Within walking distance of local 
amenities and the weekly market, the property was once a hotel but has 
been used in recent years as a private home and as a commercial property. 
In need of updating and on the market for €66,000, it has lots of potential 
and offers numerous options for a new owner.



Creuse: €99,000 
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 Haute-Vienne: €91,960
Also easy to get to thanks to TGV 
connections and low-cost flights operated by budget airlines, central 
France is another ideal place for a holiday – or permanent – home. 
Haute-Vienne boasts vast expanses of glorious countryside, with rolling 
hills, pretty villages and a plethora of things to do, see and, of course, eat!

To the north of Limoges is the pretty little village of La Croix-sur-
Gartempe where an ancient stone bridge spans the river. While nestled 
deep in the rolling hills of this lovely part of Limousin it is still less than 45 
minutes to the airport at Limoges, while the railway station at Bellac is just 
9km away where trains connect to Poitiers and the TGV network. The 
village has a popular restaurant, and other amenities including shops, a 
supermarket and primary school are a five-minute drive away in 
St-Bonnet-de-Bellac.

Here, an extremely well renovated and beautifully presented three-
bedroom house is for sale at €91,960. On the ground floor the bright, 
open-plan kitchen/diner leads through to a cosy lounge, while upstairs 
two spacious double bedrooms enjoy views of the garden. A third room 
could be used either as a single bedroom or perhaps an office – the perfect 
spot to finally write that book?

As is often the case with rural French properties, several plots of land are 
also included in the sale. While the main garden is to the front, there’s 
another smaller patch directly opposite on the other side of the little lane 
with a small garden shed-cum-workshop and space for parking. A further 
plot of land is situated 500m away. 

For more properties for 
sale across France visit 

francepropertyshop.com

Côtes-d’Armor: €46,000  
Brittany is a great place for a holiday 
home as it’s very easily accessed 
from the UK. The département of 
Côtes-d’Armor is famous for its 
beautiful landscapes, including the 
spectacular Pink Granite and 
Emerald coasts. Then there are the 
charming towns steeped in history, 
with old stone buildings, half-
timbered houses and, in the 
wooded countryside, stone 
monoliths, where you almost expect 
to see Asterix and Obelix appear at 
any moment. Here, inland from the 
coast, there are some enchanting 
property options to choose from. 

One such property is situated in 
the village of St-Martin-des-Près, 
towards the south of Côtes-d’Armor. 
This cute two-bedroom semi-
detached cottage with a pretty 
garden is on the market for the very 

attractive price of just €46,000. On 
the ground floor there’s a 
generously sized sitting room with 
woodburner and one of the two 
en-suite bedrooms is also located 
on this floor. The second bedroom is 
upstairs and even boasts its own 
dressing room. 

Outside space is a real plus when 
you’re on holiday, and the sheltered 
seating area in the back garden 
would be ideal for enjoying  
leisurely suppers after days spent 
exploring the countryside, markets, 
châteaux or beaches along 
Brittany’s beautiful coastline. 

Situated within strolling distance 
of the village bakery for your 
breakfast baguette or croissaints, 
the cottage is also within easy  
reach of the ferry ports at St-Malo 
and Roscoff.

For hundreds of years, Aubusson in 
Creuse has been famed for its 
colourful carpets and intricately 
woven tapestries, which grace the 
walls and floors of many a château 
and palace. Just a 10-minute drive 
from this famous town, this maison 
de maître has recently been 
reduced in price from €141,700 and 
is now for sale for €99,000.

As you pass through the gates 
you’ll be struck by the grandeur of 
this house, although it is grandeur 
on a manageable scale. 

A pretty wrought-iron balcony 
graces its facade on the first floor, 
while the mansard roof with 
dormer windows provides the 

perfect finishing touch. 
Many of the original features 

have been retained inside, 
including oak floors, panelled 
doors, ceiling mouldings and 
marble fireplaces. Five generous 
bedrooms are warmed by a new 
fuel heating system and the garden 
has its own well – a bonus when it 
comes to watering on long hot 
summer evenings.  

Just half an hour from Lac de 
Vavissière and a 90-minute drive 
from the airports in Clermont-
Ferrand and Limoges, not to 
mention the ski resorts of the 
Massif Central, this really does tick 
the box as a great location.

See Leggett Immobilier 
at the 

French Property Exhibition, 
13-14 May 2016
fpeyorkshire.com
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Stalking stags? Birdwatching with binoculars? 
Whatever your hobby of choice in the great 
outdoors, France has plenty 
to keep you occupied, 
finds Ben Palfreyman

On crisp sunny mornings, when the 
leaves start appearing once more on 
the trees, flowers pop out of their 

wintery hibernation in the woods and the 
apple trees are full of blossom, you know that 
spring has finally sprung. This is a wonderful 
season in France, no matter which region you 
prefer, and now is a wonderfully life-affirming 
time to get out into the French countryside.

While our gardens and fields are coming 
alive with new growth, the spring also sees  
life return to the skies as migratory birds 
reappear for the summer, while the woods  
and mountains reawaken with red squirrels, 
hares and deer. 

The following five distinct areas of France 
are some of the best in the country for spotting 
the most exciting species within the most 
stunning landscapes. So if abundant nature is 
at the top of your wish list for a home in 
France, read on. �

A four-bedroom village house of 180m2 with independent 
gîte, pool, terrace, 500m2 garden and private parking, 20 

minutes from Nîmes airport, €349,000 (leggettfrance.com)

wild sideOn the
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visit completefrance.com

Sky high: Loire-Atlantique

A beautifully renovated stone barn set in a quiet village 15km from 
the sandy beaches of La Baule, €130,800 (leggettfrance.com)

Pretty in pink: The Camargue

If a walk in the great outdoors for you means eyes 
to the sky, you couldn’t do better than the 
northern French departments, with their 
extensive coastlines of rugged clifftops and quiet 
coves. If you don’t want to travel far, the Cotentin 
peninsula and Baie de Somme are fantastic places 
to visit – but for a truly abundant display, head 
further south to the Pays-de-la Loire region.

The Atlantic coast in particular is rich in 
seabirds, and if you head to the area between the 
mighty Loire and Garonne rivers, you are sure to 
see a huge variety of coastal birds due to the 
wetlands, marshes and fishing industries of this 
part of France.

South of Nantes, you will also find a nature 
reserve at the Lac de Grand-Lieu, the largest lake 
in France during the winter (the title being 
usurped in the summer by the Alpine Lac du 
Bourget). The entire nature reserve prohibits the 

use of boats, making it a perfect home for wildlife 
and birds.

In the spring, the lake is awash with yellow and 
white water lilies, a spectacular sight to behold – 
made even more beautiful by the 2,000 pairs of 
herons that take up residence here during these 
months. And while the kids will be distracted 
counting the numerous toads and eels that spawn 
here, you can see how many of the 270 species of 
birds you can spot, including rare sights such as 
spoonbills and large egrets.

Property prices in Loire-Atlantique tend to be 
higher than in the surrounding areas but, with the 
average home costing €200,000, this still 
represents good value for money and only remains 
at that figure due to higher prices in Nantes itself. 
As is often the case in France, staying closer to the 
smaller towns and villages of the department will 
allow your budget to go much further.

The Camargue is the largest river delta in 
Western Europe, covering an area of over 
900km2. It is a wild landscape of marshland, 
salt lagoons and long sandy beaches, 
teeming with wildlife and intriguing culture. 

The area is home to the farms of the 
Gardiens – the only cowboy tradition in 
Europe – whose families continue to rear 
herds of the famous white Camargue horses 
and black bulls, seen in the controversial 
bullrings across the border in Spain. 

While the area attracts visitors throughout 
the year eager to spot migratory birds, one 
of the most spectacular sights in the spring 
and autumn is the thousands of pink 
flamingos that are attracted to the vast 
expanses of shallow wetland. Numbers can 
reach up to 20,000, all grouped in pairs and 
nesting in raised beds built out of mud.

As the plains that are submerged in winter 
re-emerge as wetlands in the spring, 

hundreds of species of other marsh-loving 
birds flock here including black-winged 
stilts, godwits and sandpipers.

Known as the capital and gateway to the 
Camargue, the town of Arles is rich in 
history and is a wonderful place to start your 
hunt for a home in this part of France. 
Property prices in the region are fairly 
attractive, with the average home costing 
€223,500; higher than across the country 
but lower than most of the rest of the 
Provence region.

One of the Camargue’s 
most spectacular sights 
is the thousands of pink 
flamingos attracted to the 
shallow wetland
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Peak of perfection: 
Vanoise National Park

If you are looking for a dramatic landscape 
– and dramatic wildlife to boot – you should 
head for the mountains, and if only the largest 
and most popular reserve in the French Alps 
will do, aim for the Vanoise National Park in 
the department of Savoie. 

During the winter months, the snow-covered 
landscape is flooded with British skiers making 
for the resorts of Val d’Isère and Tignes – but 
as the powder melts and the Alpine flowers 
reach out to the warming sun, the landscape 
completely transforms. 

Comprising beech fir and pine forests as well 
as areas of grassland, the park is home to over 
6,000 wild ibex, chamois goats, marmots and 
other small creatures such as badgers, hares 
and pine martens. It’s a well-protected 

A one-bedroom garden-level apartment in 
this Megève residence with sauna, laundry, ski 
locker and cellar costs €360,000 
(sextantproperties.com)

Prey tell: The Pyrénées

This stone ‘maison de maître’ above Luchon is run as a ‘chambres 
d’hôtes’ with five bedroom suites and an owner’s apartment, 
€499,800 (myfrenchproperty.com)

While the Pyrénées are home to many 
high-altitude species of birds (go to the Col du 
Tourmalet if you want to see flocks of snow 
finches), this mountain range is most 
celebrated for its birds of prey. The western 
parts are particularly renowned for the 
quantity and quality of eagles and griffon 
vultures that soar above the peaks.

Those living in rural parts of France are 
probably used to seeing buzzards and kites 
flying overhead – especially in hilly areas – but 
heading out to the Pyrénées is well worth the 
trip. Make for Gavarnie to spot beaded 
vultures, or La-Falaise-aux-Vautours in the 
Ossau valley to see the largest French colony of 
griffon vultures as well as Egyptian vultures, 
peregrines and crag martins. For a truly 

spectacular display of migratory birds 
including black kites and cranes, head for the 
popular Organbidexka watchpoint in the Pays 
Basque, at an altitude of 1,283m.

The Pyrénées span the most southern 
departments of France including Hautes-
Pyrénées, Pyrénées-Atlantiques and Pyrénées-
Orientales. Many pretty villages lie in the 
valleys and on the slopes of the mountains 
including such popular haunts as Villefranche-
de-Confluent and the spa town of Argelès-
Gazost. Property prices vary across the 
departments: the average price for a home in 
Hautes-Pyrénées is just €131,000, while in 
Pyrénées-Orientales the average home costs 
€170,000 and in Pyrénées-Atlantiques it will 
set you back €204,000.
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Never boared: Haute-Savoie 

A nine-bedroom chalet with mountain views in 
Champagny-en-Vanoise, €795,000 
(ra-property-services.com)

environment with strict laws about picking 
flowers, making noise and feeding animals but 
it’s also open and free to visitors, who are 
permitted to camp out in mountain huts. This 
ease of access means there are plenty of 
opportunities to get close to nature and enjoy 
what the park has to offer.

The park is also home to a number of 
wonderful mountain villages and towns 
including St-Martin-de-Belleville, Bessans and 
Bourg-St-Maurice. Unsurprisingly, the cost of 
homes here is fairly high, with average 
property prices in the Savoie department 
coming in at €230,000. However, by avoiding 
the more popular tourist resorts, you will find 
plenty of properties in the park and 
surrounding villages for any budget.

If you have ever eaten in a traditional 
restaurant in the Alps – or entered any hotel 
lobby – you will doubtless have seen enormous 
stag heads adorning the walls or been swathed 
in soft sheepskin blankets to keep out the cold.

Haute-Savoie is a harsh landscape and the 
types of wildlife that abound here are suitably 
accustomed to living on the steep slopes and in 
mountain conditions. The phenomenal 
hunting prowess of the golden eagle has led it 
to become king of the Savoyard Alps; if you are 
a novice birdwatcher and spot something 
circling above your chair lift on the slopes, 
chances are you are watching one of these 
surveying the skies for prey.

Many creatures shy away from crowds, so if 
you roam off the beaten track you may catch a 
glimpse of a marmot sunning itself, or a family 
of mountain goats delicately finding their feet 
on the slopes. The most exciting creatures in 
these parts of the Alps, however, have to be the 
wild boar that make Haute-Savoie their home. 

If you don’t manage to see these in the wild, 
head to the wildlife park at Les Houches.

Influenced by upmarket ski resorts, property 
prices in Haute-Savoie are far higher than in 
most parts of the country; and with the 
average costing €340,000, they are over 
double the national average. If your budget 
can’t reach to what is required to buy in the 
prettier resorts and villages, take a look at the 
small towns along the A40 highway such as 
Sallanches, Skionzier and Cluses.
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Fat of
the land
With so much unspoilt space available, running a farm or smallholding in France can 
provide an enviable lifestyle as well as a good income, as Samantha Bottomley reports

When weighing up whether to buy a 
farm in the UK or in France, finance 
will play a major part for most people. 

Both of my case studies this month commented 
that the most important factors for them were 
price – followed, of course, by climate.

There are a number of ways in which you 
can approach buying a farm in France. You can 
follow the traditional route of using a 
residential agent who may have a small 
selection of small farms on their books. The 
clear advantage of this method is that they will 
probably speak English, making the purchase 
process easier. Commercial agents, on the other 
hand, will have a larger portfolio of farms on 
their books but the majority will only speak 
French – so if your language isn’t up to scratch, 
you may need the help of an interpreter.

SAFER is an acronym you will become 
familiar with when considering purchasing a 
farm. This stands for Société d’Aménagement 
Foncier et d’Établissement Rural, the 
government body in charge of controlling 
agricultural land sales (they also act as a sales 
agent for farming property) – so you may 
choose to seek their advice and view the 
properties they have available. Lastly, there are 
a few British farmers living in France who have 
used their invaluable expertise and have 
established themselves as agents specialising in 
farm sales. These people will often be 
recommended to you personally by individuals 
who have used them.

During my research I have found the French 
farming community to be very helpful and 
willing to share their experiences, both good 
and bad. I would advise joining Facebook 
groups and asking the advice of people who 

have already made the move, as learning from 
their mistakes will make your move easier. 
Think about what you want to achieve out of 
your farm: you may just want a hobby farm or 
smallholding and only need to make a small 
income. Farming is incredibly diverse in France 
with walnuts, olives, lavender and all manner 
of fruit in the south, and numerous animals 
from rare-breed pigs to alpacas.

Many people decide to combine their farm 
with a tourist provision such as a gîte or farm 
holidays. Alternatively, you may decide you 
want to invest in a considerable amount of land 
and create a commercial farm with either 
arable or livestock.

Once you’ve established how committed you 
are to the size and time investment you want to 
make, this will help you choose who you need 
to enlist in your search. For a smaller farm with 
possibilities for holiday accommodation you 
would be best approaching a residential estate 
agent, whereas if you plan to invest in a 

commercial farm, the use of a land agent or 
SAFER would be preferable. There are many 
grants and subsidies available but you will 
need the expertise of a specialised agent to 
help you optimise the financial help on offer. 

Mark Booth, creator of France Farms 
(france-farms.com), talks us through the 
process of a commercial farm purchase. He 
created his business after moving to France and 
buying a farm 25 years ago. He soon identified 
the need for an English-speaking agricultural 
expert and, after qualifying, has helped to 
advise many couples on their investments. 
“Buying a farm in France is easy but doing it 
well is difficult!” Mark says. He explains that 
once you have put your offer in, the process 
takes around five months to complete, 
traditionally falling in line with 29 September 
(known in France as Le St-Michel) as farms are 
not usually sold while crops are growing.

You need to wait for SAFER to approve the 
sale and for the ‘right to farm’ to be approved 
by the CDOA, a committee of local experts who 
will decide if you are the right person to 
purchase the farm. Once this has been done, 
the purchase will then proceed and you can 
decide how best to set yourself up as a 
business. Mark advises that speaking to an 
accountant or specialist will help make the best 
of your investment.

Statistically, Mark highlights that farming is 
hugely important for France – agriculture 
occupies 56 million hectares, which is around 
83% of all land across the country (excluding 
moorlands and uplands) according to figures 
released in 2014. There are 39 million hectares 
used for arable production, while the 
remainder is under grass for livestock.

A delightful Gascon farm near Eauze with 50ha of 
land, guest accommodation, swimming pool and 

tennis court, €690,000 (frenchpropertycentre.com)

This four-bedroom ‘maison de maître’ near Nontron in 
Dordogne comes with two barns, a gîte and 38ha of 
farmland, €630,000 (frenchpropertycentre.com)

For more smallholdings for 
sale across France visit

FrancePropertyShop.com



s

Case study 1

Julie and James Barker moved across the Channel from their 
smallholding in the Pennines in 2005. They had fallen in love 
with France and Julie wanted to bring up their children in a 

farm environment. Julie’s particular passion is horses so the 
couple brought two ponies across with them – these had to 
fulfill the criteria of DEFRA, with new passports, micro-chipping 
and registration with the Haras (the French national stud).

The Barkers decided on Deux-Sèvres for its microclimate, happily 
settling into life with their menagerie of animals and children after finding a farm that fell 
within their budget and that had enough land for them to farm. “My proudest moment 
was when I made my first chicken sandwich with homemade bread, our own butter, 
mayonnaise made from our eggs, salad from our garden and home-reared chicken!” says 
Julie. Their children also have very fond memories of their upbringing. Now 11 years later 
the Barkers have decided to retire, so the farm is on the market for €285,000. The 
farmhouse has four bedrooms plus a one-bedroom apartment, five farm buildings and 
13 hectares of meadow. 
james.barker@wanadoo.fr
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� Consider bringing farm machinery 
over with you as it is expensive to 
purchase in France.

� If you are bringing livestock with 
you, ensure you have all your 

paperwork in order to satisfy DEFRA 
standards and avoid delays. Alternatively, 
employ a specialist to do the job for you.

� Consider enlisting the help of a farming 
industry expert who can help you with the 
process of getting into a cooperative, or 
accessing subsidies.

� Remember animals are quite hardy and 
will generally re-adjust to the French 
climate without problems.

� Consider joining a farming Facebook 
group, such as Smallholders in France, which 
is great for asking advice or for buying and 
selling equipment.

� Convert outbuildings into holiday 
accommodation for additional income, but 
remember to apply for a change of usage 
from agricultural use. Be aware that two 
years after conversion, the buildings will 
become liable for taxe d’habitation and 
taxe foncière.

� Do your best to learn the language as it 
will make a world of difference to your life 
and work in France.

French farming terminology

SAFER (Société d’Aménagement Foncier et 
d’Établissement Rural): land agency in 
control of agricultural land sales

EDE (Établissement de l’Élevage): body 
responsible for monitoring livestock 
identification and movements

DDT (Directions Départementales des 
Territoires): Department of Agriculture

Les Chambres d’Agriculture: body 
responsible for assisting farmers and 
developing agriculture, similar to the ADAS 
in the UK

CUMA (Coopératives d’Utilisation de 
Matériel Agricole): machinery ring consisting 
of at least four farmers who will be entitled 
to loans to purchase farm machinery

CHEPTEL number: a farmer’s personal 
registration details

TOP
TIPS

Vocabulary
La ferme: farm
L’agriculteur: farmer
La grange: barn
La clôture: fence
Les terres cultivées: farmland
Le bétail: livestock
La ferme de culture: arable farmLa ferme laitière: dairy farm
La ferme d’élevage de moutons: sheep farm
L’écurie: stable 
L’exploitation fruitière: fruit farmLe pré: pasture
Le cheptel vif: livestock
Le cheptel mort: deadstock

This pretty property in Lot-et-Garonne is attached to an established seven-hectare plum farm, harvesting 
the famous ‘pruneaux d’Agen’. There are three bedrooms in the main house plus a guest cottage, stables and 
manège, a carp lake, swimming pool and tennis court, €850,000 (beauxvillages.com)

The Barkers found a farm in Deux-Sèvres that was perfect for their menagerie of animals, which 
include horses and donkeys, goats, pigs and chickens
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FPN EXPERT ADVICE

Of Mark’s buyers, 50% are looking for arable 
farms, 40% beef and the rest for sheep, dairy 
and equestrian. However, most of Mark’s work 
is with beef farms as arable farms are harder  
to come by.

Arguably the best farms in the country are 
located in the north of France – Picardy and Île-
de-France – where the soil is very deep and 
offers a long growing season, but these rarely 
come onto the market. As you head further 
south, the growing season shortens and yields 
gradually reduce, until you reach south of 
Dordogne where  regular irrigation really 
becomes essential.

Those seeking an arable farm should 
concentrate their search in the Centre region, 
where 87% of farmed land is arable; the most 
successful farms here have a strong chalk soil 
content and access to irrigation. Poitou-
Charentes and Champagne-Ardenne have a 
similar percentage of good arable land. The 
north west of France is generally good for all 
types of farming, but it is difficult to find a 
farm with sufficient land in this area.

Looking at the viability of running a farm in 
France, many French farmers have a similar 
attitude to UK farmers and believe farming is in 
the doldrums. However, there are considerable 
subsidies available for sheep, suckler beef cattle 
and farms in less favoured areas of the country. 
Smaller farms of around 80 hectares are looked 
upon more favourably for European aid than 
their larger counterparts.

Mark recommends that, in the absence of a 
secondary source of income, you would need a 
minimum capital input of €450,000 to make a 
go of a commercial farm in France. He explains 
that low interest rates offer an incomer good 
opportunities, with a rate of return on capital 
that would be almost impossible to achieve in 
the UK. “If you are good at farming you will do 
well in France!” �

While Justine Smith had no prior farming knowledge of her 
own, her father-in-law did – and she actually met her 
husband in France when she was visiting friends.  “We 

were the first British couple to be married in Vayres!” Justine 
exclaims. Her husband’s family decided to make the move to France 
in 1993 to buy a farm as prices were too high in the UK and the 
climate wasn’t ideal in Wales or Scotland. They brought 200 sheep with 
them and used a registered company to organise their shipping, which involved the sheep 
undergoing veterinary inspection and tagging (a legal requirement). The company took care 
of the relevant paperwork.

The process of looking for a farm began in Normandy before moving south as far as Bellac, 
Haute-Vienne. “My future mother-in-law rejected several rough-looking farms en route and 
refused to get out of the car!”

The eventual process of buying the farm was quite straightforward, with Justine’s father-in-
law being accepted into the local farming community. He took over the CHEPTEL, a 
registration number – similar to a holding number in the UK – that identifies you and your 
animals and is passed from owner to owner or through the family. The latter was the case 
when Justine’s husband took over the farm in 2014.

Their mixed farm is home to Limousin cattle as well as sheep. “Running a farm in France is 
quite straightforward as long as you ensure your animals are tagged and receive annual blood 
tests, and you complete animal movement forms,” says Justine. “I love the outdoor life and our 
children have thrived with the language.” As Justine’s father-in-law is now retiring, the farm is 
now for sale – although Justine and her family are only moving five minutes away so that the 
children can continue at the same schools, testament to how much they all love their life here. 
Their large farmhouse ( part of which could be converted into a gîte), four farm buildings and 
15 hectares of land are available for €299,000, with the possibility of purchasing livestock and 
farm machinery separately. 
justsmith67@hotmail.co.uk

At the centre of the golden triangle of Sarlat, Montignac and Les Eyzies in Dordogne, this traditional 18th-century farm offers three bedrooms in the main house plus a 
one-bedroom gîte, on just under half an acre of land with stunning views, €216,000 (beauxvillages.com)

Case study 2

The Smiths’ 15-hectare farm in Haute-Vienne is home to Limousin cattle as well as 
200 sheep, some of which are also for sale by separate negotiation
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Your Commission-Free French 
Property Finder

Tel: +44 (0) 1695 571580 
www.frenchpropertycentre.com

Ref. LW-43834 Charente
This beautifully renovated 4 bedroom property 
is situated in a quiet hamlet just outside the 
lively market town of Chalais. The 85m² lounge 
enjoys under-floor heating and opens onto an 
elevated terrace with stunning views. Light and 
airy, original stone fireplace, oil c/h, double 
glazing and insulation. The 1800m² garden 
leaves plenty of space for a swimming pool.
Price €328,600 Agency Fees Included

Ref. PN145229 Haute-Vienne (Limousin)
A little paradise which feels far away from 
everything but is just a couple of minutes 
away from the charming town of Le Dorat and 
40 minutes north of Limoges. Three spacious 
bedrooms overlooking the lovely acre and a 
half garden. Garage, oil fired central heating 
with brand new boiler. Small wood at the back 
with tree house ... every child’s dream!
Price €123,050 Agency Fees Included

Ref. 160027532 Charente
This exquisite 6 bedroom Maison de Maître 
is close to Jarnac town centre but enjoys 
uninterrupted views over the Charentais 
landscape. Charming period features through-
out, this prestige property is enclosed 
in its own 6 acre park with caretaker’s 
cottage and garages. Exclusive to our agent. 

Price €424,000 Agency Fees Included

Ref. FR304407 Lot (Midi-Pyrénées)
This delightful house has great views overlooking 
the Lot valley and is set in a pretty village with 
shops near Puy l’Eveque. All the advantages of a 
modern house but with the character and charm 
of a traditional build. There are 4 bedrooms, one 
in the dovecot tower. The house benefits from 
low cost aero-thermal central heating and a 
manageable 852m² plot.
Price €190,800 Agency Fees Included  

COTSWOLD CARRIERS
R E M O V A L S  L I M I T E D

Full or part loads to and from France, Spain and throughout 
Europe. Collections throughout the UK and containerised storage. 

Experienced and helpful staff specialist to the antique trade.

Tel: 0044 (0)1608 730500
dean@cotswold-carriers.com
www.cotswoldcarriers.com

“Moving people
with care”

Kingsfords
S O L I C I T O R S w w w. k i n g s f o r d s - s o l i c i t o r s . c o m

FRENCH LEGAL ADVICE

Leading Southeast Law Firm offering a full range of
bilingual legal services to national and international clients

Fixed price packages for purchasers and vendors of property

French property issues 

French inheritance, successions and French wills

Property transfer following relationship breakdown

Hand-holding service for problems with French administration and utility suppliers

Contact Marie Antoinette Bassini, French Department,
Telephone: (+44) 01233.624545  2, Elwick Road, Ashford, Kent, TN23 1PD, United Kingdom

E-mail mab@kingsfords.net  Website www.kingsfords-solicitors.com

Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority  SRA No 621166 / Law Society Accredited

HOME AND INCOME
3 bedroom stone cottage with roof terrace, 4 fully furnished log cabins sleeping 6 people each 
(currently managed as holiday lets), solar heated covered swimming pool, 2 stone barns, 4 
outbuildings, new agricultural hangar, field shelter, and 6 acres of pasture (ideal for 2-3 horses)

€325,000 - Private Sale - excludes notaires/legal fees
La Creuse, Limousin

0033 (0)5 55 80 83 30  
or email : kbc23140@hotmail.co.uk

Brought to you by

Home Tweet
Home

Follow France Property Shop on Twitter for the
latest great-value properties on the market

twitter.com/franceprop

Advertise

your private sale

from as little as

£65+VAT

www.francepropertyshop.com
Your essential guide to buying property in France
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FPN LOCATION

T
here’s a continuing debate 
about whether rural or urban 
French life is best. Many 

househunters in France dream of 
being far from the madding 
crowd, but it pays to consider both 
the upsides and downsides before 
committing yourself to life in the 
country or town. 

Country life
French country often living 
appeals to people who want a 
complete change of lifestyle: 
seclusion and privacy, land, a 
swimming pool (or space for one) 
and potential income from gîtes. 

France boasts stunning scenery, 
picturesque historic villages and a 
slower pace of life. At around 
121 people per km2, the 
overall population density 
of France is less than half 
that of England (c. 267/
km2). Some French 
départements are very 
sparsely populated, such 
as Lozère (15/km2) and 
Creuse (22/km2). 

Stephanie and Chris Dagg and 
their three school-age children 
moved from rural County Cork to 
even more rural Creuse in 2004. 

“We sought space and a rural way 
of life,” Stephanie says. “We 
planned to offer carp fishing 
holidays and this area has plenty 
of lakes and is one of the cheaper 
areas for property. We left a 
beautiful three-year-old house 
that we’d built ourselves, with one 
acre, for a nearly 200-year-old 
hovel with 75 acres! We love the 
countryside and wildlife and our 

involvement in the community.” 
Stephanie has written a book 

about their experiences, Heads 
Above Water, and blogs about 
their life (bloginfrance.com). 

If you know an area from 
summer holidays, bear in mind 
that it can be quite different in the 
winter. The population is swelled 
by summer holidaymakers and 
second-homers, and cultural 

Town or
   country?

activities, fêtes and markets 
increase proportionately. 

Tourist hotspots can be heaving 
in season but have a low year-
round population, and some 
shops and restaurants may close 
out of season too. 

“Day-to-day living is very 
different from a holiday and we 
knew our lifestyle would change,” 
says Stephanie Dagg. “Rural life is 
dominated by the seasons.”     

Urban buzz
Urban living offers a wider choice 
of shops, restaurants, cultural and 
sporting activities all year round, 
and better employment and 
business prospects. It is therefore 
suited to people who need to be 
close to amenities, don’t want a 
big garden or a car and where  
one spouse or partner is 
frequently away. 

City and town dwelling are 
different prospects. At 2.24 
million, Paris is the only French 
city with more than a million 
inhabitants (depending on the 
basis of calculation). Also in the 
top 10 are Marseille, Lyon, 
Toulouse, Nice, Nantes, 
Strasbourg, Montpellier, Bordeaux 

Rural idyll or urban buzz? Vanessa Couchman weighs 

up the pros and cons of French countryside versus 

town living to help you choose your perfect location

In search of space and a rural way of life, Stephanie and Chris Dagg moved to the 
department of Creuse in 2004 with their three children
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and Lille. Only 41 French 
communes count more than 
100,000 inhabitants and most 
French towns are much smaller. 
Some country towns are more like 
villages and can be very quiet.

The obvious downsides of cities 
or large towns are the higher 
levels of noise and pollution and 
the relative lack of privacy. 
Studies have shown the cost of 
living in Paris to be 15-20%+ 
more expensive than in the 
French provinces. As you might 
expect, crime rates are higher in 
built-up areas than in the 
countryside, but they vary greatly. 

By contrast, some rural 
départements experience very low 
rates of crime. Recent figures 
show that Creuse has the lowest 
rate of property crime at 9.67 per 
1,000 inhabitants per year, 
followed by Aveyron (13.72) and 
Lozère (14.27).    

Services and amenities
“Our typical househunter’s wish 
list is a fully restored, traditional 
stone-built property with a pool 
and views on the edge of a village, 
within walking distance of a 
boulangerie. These aren’t easy to 
find,” says Charles Smallwood of 

estate agency Agence l’Union, 
based in the atmospheric town of 
St-Antonin-Noble-Val in Tarn-et-
Garonne. Also, many French 
‘villages’ are really small hamlets 
with no shops. 

Rural depopulation has affected 
many local facilities, such as 
boulangeries, grocery stores and 
cafés, in the past 50 years. Access 
to schools and health services is 
also better in large towns and 
cities, and some rural areas have 
difficulty attracting teachers and 
GPs. Conversely, there can be 
greater pressure on health 
services in densely populated 
cities and longer waiting times.

Jacqui and Adrian Brown and 
their young son moved from a 
main road in Reading to rural 
Deux-Sèvres in 2004. Adrian is a 
freelance IT consultant, while 
Jacqui does a lot of volunteer 
work in the community and runs a 
blog and book review site 
(frenchvillagediaries.com). 

“We wanted a house in the 
middle of nowhere,” Jacqui says. 
“But when we found a four-
bedroom farmhouse with barns, 
outbuildings and an orchard in a 
village that had a boulangerie, a 
bar/shop/restaurant (now closed) 

and a hairdresser, it 
seemed much more 
ideal. It’s only seven 
kilometres to a market 
town with all amenities, 
but we do have to taxi our son 
around so that he can enjoy 
activities with his friends.” 

So perhaps the best compromise 
is to be within striking distance of 
a reasonably sized town with a 
range of facilities. “St-Antonin-
Noble-Val and its surrounding 
area is a popular choice,” says 
Charles Smallwood. “It has all the 
facilities you need, good transport 
access, a pleasant riverside 
location and it’s a traditional 
French town with a colourful 
Sunday market.” 

Transport links
The transport infrastructure is 
generally good in French towns 
and cities, many of which have 
bike or electric car rental schemes. 
In central Paris, nowhere is more 
than 500 metres from a Métro 
station, while Bordeaux boasts a 
recently revamped tram system. 

Urban living offers 
a wider choice of 
shops, restaurants, 
cultural and 
sporting activities 
all year round, 
as well as better 
employment and 
business prospects

The infrastructure is 
more variable in 
country areas and 

proximity to the 
motorway network is 

worth factoring in if the 
countryside tempts you. 

Stephanie Dagg says, “For us, 
the advantages of country life far 
outweigh the downsides, but lack 
of subsidised public transport 
makes a car a necessity and our 
children had to be weekly 
boarders at the nearest lycée.”   

If you plan frequent UK visits, 
you’ll need access to a Channel 
port or an international airport. 
Jacqui and Adrian Brown’s 
Deux-Sèvres location provides 
access to four airports, since 
Adrian travels for his work. “Also, 
we can drive to the UK within a 
day,” Jacqui says. The appeal of 
some rural areas soared when 
low-cost airlines opened up routes 
from regional airports. However, 
it’s wise not to make a property 
decision based only on this factor, 
since such arrangements may not 
be permanent.   

Left: The bustling Saturday market on Bordeaux’s Place du Capitole

Above: The riverside town of St-Antonin-Noble-Val in Tarn-et-Garonne

Jacqui Brown and husband Adrian 
moved to Deux-Sèvres, which gives 
them the best of both worlds in terms 
of rural life and access to amenities
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Property market
Comparing urban and rural 
properties is not matching like 
with like, but it’s worth taking an 
overview of the differences. 
Parisian townhouses with a 
garden, for example, are 
expensive and rarely come on to 
the market. They are more 
common and budget-friendly  
in the other top 10 cities, but 
you’ll pay more than in the 
surrounding countryside. 

Notaires de France figures show 
that a period house in Bordeaux 
costs on average €244,900, while 
the average price in the whole 
Gironde département, excluding 
Bordeaux, is €138,675. A 
townhouse in Toulouse costs on 
average €253,700, but the 
average price for Haute-Garonne 
outside Toulouse is €155,150.

The countryside is clearly the 
place to find a large property with 
land and a swimming pool or 
room to create one. The chance to 
generate an income is frequently 

on househunters’ wish lists and 
many rural properties come with 
gîtes or outbuildings which offer 
gîte potential. 

Stephanie Dagg runs their 
fishing holidays, while Chris 
provides website creation and 
editing services. “You need to be 
flexible to make a living here,” 
Stephanie says, “and you must 
budget carefully until your 
business is established.” 

An energy-efficient, four-
bedroom barn conversion near 
the sunny Vendée coast is for sale 
for €689,000 with Leggett 
Immobilier, and the outbuildings 
plus approximately four hectares 
of land offer both gîte and 
equestrian potential. 

It’s tempting to focus on areas 
with the lowest prices, such as  
the central Limousin or Auvergne 
regions, where average house 
prices are €105,000 and €120,000 
respectively. You’ll find substantial 
properties for very low sums, but 
you have to take account of their 

relative isolation and sometimes 
chilly winter conditions. 

A restored four-bedroom 
farmhouse with attached barn for 
conversion in the scenic Cantal 
département is for sale with La 
Résidence for €172,500. 

Large properties in the smaller 
towns are often less expensive 
than their rural counterparts, as 
they lack land and seclusion. But 
it’s worth checking out the town’s 
facilities and finding out what it is 
like in the winter. 

Sue and James Cartwright 
recently bought a house 
overlooking the River Lot in 
Cahors. “We originally wanted a 
country home but fell in love with 
the house and Cahors, which has 
everything we need,” they say.  

Agence l’Union has a stylishly 
decorated three-bedroom 
townhouse with 12th-century 
origins and a courtyard-style 
walled garden, overlooking the 
market place in St-Antonin-Noble-
Val, for sale for €395,000.

For a second home with 
lock-up-and-leave potential, big 
cities offer the most choice. In 
Paris, prices can top €20,000/m2 
in the most sought-after quartiers, 
but a pied-à-terre need not break 
the bank. For example, a 40m2 

studio in the popular Montmartre 
area is for sale on France Property 
Shop for €369,000. 

Apartments in the other top 10 
cities vary from €2,350/m2 in 
Lille to €3,600/m2 in Nice, and 
there is a four-bedroom flat in a 
prestigious area of Marseille for 
sale on France Property Shop for 
€525,000 (€2,763/m2).

Ultimately, the town or country 
decision depends on your lifestyle 
requirements, budget and 
personal circumstances, but it’s a 
useful exercise to take a fresh look 
at your property wish list. �

agencelunion.com 
francepropertyshop.com
leggettfrance.com
laresidence.co.uk

FPN LOCATION

This converted barn in Vendée with 
outbuildings and land offers the potential 
to generate an income and is on the 
market for €689,000 (Leggett Immobilier)

Priced at €172,500, this traditional four-bedroom farmhouse in Cantal is situated 
in a quiet hamlet and benefits from good amenities nearby (La Résidence)

Overlooking the market 
place in St-Antonin-
Noble-Val, this three-
bedroom house with 
garden is for sale 
for €395,000 
(Agence l’Union)
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RAPUNZEL’S TOWER
Farmhouse with barn to renovate, outbuildings 
including stone tower, courtyard & 3 acres with no 
direct neighbours.

6902 LR             

74,900€ FAI (Agency fees included)

LITTLE BO PEEP
Rare find. Farm for sale. Farmhouse, barn, open barn, 
kennels & over 7 acres of land with water points & 
woods.

5787 CK 

148,400€ FAI (Agency fees included)

TEE TIME!
Modern 4 bed property on edge of holiday village with 
pool, lake, tennis courts & restaurant. 5 mins from an 
18 hole golf course.

6717 CK       

178,000€ FAI (Agency fees included)

BEST OF BOTH WORLDS
Detached 5 bed village property fully renovated 
incorporating an excellent blend of ‘traditional vs 
contemporary’ design. Barn, hangar & over an acre of 
private garden.

6856 MV        

299,000€ FAI (Agency fees included)

Tour de Clefs Immobilier

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE:  www.tourdeclefs.fr

64 ave de la République 16260 CHASSENEUIL

Tel : 0033 5 45 37 69 90 | reception@tourdeclefs.com

Buying or selling French property - we are here to look after you.

French legal and property experts

Fee quotes are provided and information on fees is on our website www.saplaw.co.uk 
Our French team is headed by David Anderson who is recognised as one of the UK’s leading experts on French  
property and tax. Please call David on 020 3794 5959 or email him on david.anderson@saplaw.co.uk 
Sykes Anderson Perry Limited 
5th Floor, Salisbury House, London Wall, London EC2M 5QQ 
David Anderson Solicitor Advocate, Chartered Tax Adviser Consider it done!

•  We will guide you through the process and make sure you avoid the pitfalls. 

•  Our dedicated team of three French speaking solicitors and two French qualified notaires have  

many years of experience in French residential, new build, agricultural and commercial property. 

•  We also deal with all UK and French tax aspects, marriage contracts and wills.



FPN REAL LIFE Part of an exclusive wine estate overlooking the Hérault 
countryside, 19th-century Château Milhau has been 
tastefully restored by the Tutts to include underfloor 

heating and 11 bedrooms, most of them en suite 

Old bottle,
new wine

Almost a decade after purchase, the restorers of an important château near the
Canal du Midi tell Julie Savill their fascinating story
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I 
wonder whatever happened to that couple 
we met on holiday in France?’’ How often 
have you had this conversation around the 
kitchen table? It is this curiosity of 
‘whatever happened to’ that drove the 

success of Friends Reunited, until its recent 
demise. It is the question that holds the 
attention of the millions of us devoted to Kevin 
McCloud and Grand Designs Revisited.

So we jumped at the opportunity of learning 
what happened to retiree restorers Diana and 
Norman Tutt, who featured in FPN in April 
2012. ‘Bateau to Château’ described the 
amazing journey of a couple in their sixties, 
from a narrowboat on the river in west London 
to a 1,000m2 ruin in the south of France.

Work in progress
“We bought Château Milhau in 2007 after a 
year of negotiations. By January 2010 we had 
done enough to move into one wing; even 
though it meant decorating and finishing off 
around us, we at least had a kitchen completed, 
a sitting room to relax in and a bedroom and 
en suite to retire to after a hard day’s 
decorating,” explains Norman.

At this time Diana was in a wheelchair 
following a disastrous accident during the 
restoration, in which she fell six metres out of a 
first-floor window. She broke both legs, her 
spine and her pelvis, and spent a year in 
hospital and rehabilitation units. Restoration 
plans were altered to meet Diana’s needs by 
putting in a lift and walk-in showers, and 
making all rooms wheelchair-accessible. 

Diana’s courage and tenacity and the 
outstanding quality of the French healthcare 
system meant that despite the surgeon’s 
prediction that she would not be able to walk 
again, she has recovered a great deal of her 
mobility. Even back in 2010, newly discharged 
from hospital, she managed to sand and paint 
all the château’s internal double doors – of 
which there are at least a dozen pairs – by 
putting them on trestles and manoeuvring 
around them in her wheelchair.

By 2012, the year of the original article, the 
major restoration was complete and the luxury 
gîte open for business. Sleeping six to eight 
guests, this has operated successfully for four 
years and a further gîte has been completed – 
but this is not yet fitted out as future plans for 
Diana and Norman have taken another 
dramatic turn. Château Milhau is up for sale.

“We have had a rush of ‘sense’,” jokes 
Norman. “We love the château and living in 
Languedoc, but we have both had recent health 
scares and are not getting any younger, so we 
feel we need to move while we still can. This is 
a conversation everyone has when they reach a 
certain age. It’s just a bit more pressing for us 
since we really don’t need 11 bedrooms, five 
bathrooms, four reception rooms and three 
kitchens to look after.

“I don’t complain about the library since I 
can sit there all day enjoying the sunshine and 
scenery, but all the rest we will have to learn to 
live without. What we can’t live without is the 
sunshine. Reports of winter flooding in the UK,  
plus the nightly news about the state of the 

NHS, have been important deciding factors. So 
while we need to downsize and retire from the 
holiday business, we don’t want to leave behind 
the positives of living in Languedoc.”

So what are the lessons from this experience 
– has it all been worthwhile? The initial 
frustrations of negotiating the purchase, the 
back-breaking work on the restoration and the 
massive expenditure have indeed been worth 
it. “We spent around €1m on the restoration of 
the château on top of the purchase price, but 
we have saved an important part of French 
heritage for the future,” Norman continues. 
“What else could we have done – been bored 
on a world cruise?”

In the public eye
The importance of the work carried out was 
recognised when the Languedoc-Roussillon 
regional council published a book on Gustave 
Fayet (Châteaux Vignobles et Mécénat en 
Languedoc) which included a complete chapter 
on the history and architecture of Château 
Milhau. Last year the department of Hérault, in 
conjunction with the Ministry of Culture, the 
Languedoc-Roussillon regional council and the 
Canal-Lirou tourist board, mounted an open 
day at the château which involved Norman 
conducting group tours.

Neighbour and vigneron, Jacques Lacugue, 
conducted tours of the vines and caveau as well 
as a dégustation of Château Milhau-Lacugue 
award-winning wines. There were also displays 
of the extensive collection of paintings 
belonging to Fayet, who lived in the château in 
the early 20th century and was a patron of Paul 
Gauguin. He amassed a collection of over 100 
Gauguin paintings as well as others by Vincent 
van Gogh and Odilon Rédon. 

It was Fayet who converted the château’s 
clocktower into an art studio in which he and 
his famous artist friends could paint, inspired 
by the surrounding vineyards and olive groves 
with distant views of the Mediterranean and 
snow-capped Pyrénées.

“It was a fantastic day. We had over 250 
people in attendance even though they had to 
obtain tickets in advance,” says Norman. “One 
of the highlights was an elderly lady telling me 
her experience as a young person during the 
war in Vichy. At that time, village dances (bals) 
were banned since young people gathering 
together could be a threat to the oppressive 
government of the time. But Château Milhau, 
with its tower and panoramic views, offered 
the ideal opportunity for an informal Saturday 
bal, with a local accordionist providing the 
music and a look-out in the tower watching for 
any approaching patrols. Who says raves are 
new? This lady met her husband in our library.

“Another moving story came from a disabled 

lady who found walking difficult and asked to 
be shown to the front bedroom in the gîte. 
Undeterred by the substantial stone staircase, 
she and her husband struggled up to the 
bedroom. When she came back down, she 
tearfully explained that she had given birth to 
her first child in the room and had very much 
wanted to see it again before she died, but had 
been unable to do so until we restored it from 
ruin. The satisfaction I got from that story beats 
a world cruise any day!”

Life lessons
What else have Diana and Norman learned? 
Firstly, that ‘going green’ can pay dividends. 
The geothermic underfloor heating and 
handmade oak double-glazed doors and 
windows required a greater expenditure than 
conventional heating and off-the-peg windows, 
but after six years of operation, the benefits are 
obvious. The heating for 450m2 of living space 
plus the cooking usage and lighting of the 
innumerable chandeliers totals only €2,000 a 
year – a clean, efficient and economical system.

Another major lesson learned is that the 
château can form both the basis of a viable 
business as well as a comfortable, relaxed 
lifestyle, all for the price of a two or three-
bedroom flat in central London, Bristol or Bath. 
The gîte has been let at €1,400 a week 
throughout high season (around 12 weeks), 
and the demand for accommodation during 
spring and autumn half-terms is increasing, 
particularly since budget airline Ryanair 
expanded its flights from UK destinations to 
nearby Béziers airport, and easyJet are doing 
the same to Montpellier.

“While we have many English guests in the 
gîte, we are seeing increasing demand from 
Scandinavia, Belgium and Holland. Luxury 
accommodation and restaurants such as Les 
Carrasses are springing up across the area and 
there is a new Belgium-led development at 
Assignan. In all, the future for leisure and 
tourism here is very bright, and the Canal du 
Midi, 10 minutes from us, attracts people from 
Australia and New Zealand who want sunshine 
during their winter.

“We have put so much of our life into 
Château Milhau that it’s important for us to 
pass it on to someone who will continue its 
development,” Norman continues. “This year 
we have paid to connect to mains water – it was 
a spring-based system previously – so it is ready 
for the right buyer to take forward. We have 
people interested in running a fine-dining club 
in this setting and we are constantly being 
asked if we are a wedding venue.

“We feel we have repaid the local community 
for their hospitality over the past 12 years by 
restoring an important part of the region’s 
heritage. In return, Château Milhau has repaid 
us with irreplaceable memories and a dream 
fulfilled. The château will stay guarding the 
countryside whatever happens.” �

Château Milhau is for sale with Beaux Villages 
Immobilier for €1,484,000 
Tel: 0033 (0)8 05 69 23 23
beauxvillages.com

We have irreplaceable 
memories and have fulfilled 
a dream – better than a 
world cruise any day!
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Fancy earning an income from a property management business in France? 
Glynis Shaw gets the lowdown from a couple who do just that

Many owners of second homes in France 
want to let their property for holidays 
when they are not in residence. While 

some are happy to organise the letting process 
themselves, others prefer to hand it over to 
somebody who is on the ground in France, has 
enough professional experience and is reliable.

Here we talk to the owners of a thriving 
business in letting and property management, 
ask them what it takes to be successful and 
pass on some tips to property owners who 
decide to use such a service.

Career change
Steve and Carinne Trinder 
moved to the 
countryside near the 
riverside village of 
Varen in Tarn-et-
Garonne in 2004, close 
to the famously beautiful 
village of St-Antonin-
Noble-Val, voted one of 
France’s favourite villages in 2015. They now 
run a thriving property letting and 
management business.

“We were teachers in the UK but wanted a 
new career in France,” explains Steve. “This 
area has a high level of tourism, so that seemed 
a logical opportunity. After periods of washing 
up in a restaurant, working for a local estate 
agent and running our own gîte, our business 
was born.”

At first the Trinders had been looking after 
gardens and pools for owners, who started 
asking for more services. “Perhaps the biggest 
development in our business came about when 

we realised that, after successfully renting out 
our own gîte for several years, we could offer to 
do the marketing for other owners who wanted 
to run holiday lets. We made business plans 
and researched how we could do this in a 
strictly legal fashion.”

Through word of mouth, advertising and 
legwork the business took off, and it now 
manages around 30 properties for a mix of 
British, French, Belgian and Dutch owners. The 
Trinders have consciously grown the business 
at a steady pace. “Growing too quickly without 
being properly ready or equipped could lead to 
letting people down – and this business is 
founded principally on trust and reputation,” 
Steve affirms.

Services offered include marketing, 
changeover cleaning and laundry, pools and 
gardens, personally meeting guests and looking 
after the properties out of season. The Trinders 
co-ordinate a team of six who offer cleaning 
and gardening services – all French locals. They 
firmly believe that using French people 
wherever possible is an excellent way to help 
the integration process and earn appreciation 
from the community.

Path to prosperity
What do Steve and Carinne see as the keys to 
success? “Determination, as with any business. 
Property owners don’t beat a path to your door. 
You need to be proactive in your marketing and 
professional in everything you do. 

A good website is essential, but nowhere 
near as important as looking after your clients, 
who are entrusting you with the well-being of 
their property – and their income from it – for 

Taking 
care of 
business

FPN EXPERT ADVICE
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� Ask to see the SIRET 
number of the company, 
their ‘Kbis’ document 
(business registration), proof 
of business insurance and 
the price of their services in 
writing, as well as numerous 
references – and ensure you 
follow them up.

� Ensure the company 
allows you to take bookings 
privately too, without paying 
their booking fee. If you are 

asked to sign a contract 
which effectively hands over 
the property to them for 
renting from June to 
September, you may find 
that they ask for their 
booking fee even when it is 
you wanting to take a 
fortnight at the property.

� Before you rent out the 
property each year, 
complete a déclaration en 
mairie des meublés de 

tourisme form (a simple 
form) and send it to the  
local mairie (town hall). 
This doesn’t entail any  
extra taxation, but it is a 
legal requirement for all 
rental properties and it pays 
to do things properly.

� Add ‘gîte insurance’ to 
your property insurance. It 
costs a pittance per month, 
but covers you for having 
guests there.                                    

Tips on setting up a letting 
management business

� Set up your business at the local 

Chambre de Métiers under the correct statut. 
There are many! You have to consider your 
income (you can be VAT-exempt up to an 
income of around €33,000), what level of costs 
you will have (the status of auto-entrepreneur 
does not suit businesses with a lot of 
expenses), and whether you feel able to cope 
with the accounting. A micro-enterprise frees 
you up from this, but may not be 
advantageous to you. Research thoroughly 
and take the time to get this first stage right. 
Changing it later is always expensive, always 
lengthy and sometimes impossible.

� Obtain the all-important SIRET number, 
making sure that you have declared all the 
possible activities that you think you may be 
involved in. Adding an activity later can cost as 
much as €200.

� Take out proper business insurance to 
cover what you do.

� Offer as many services as you can, or have 
a reliable team on hand. Owners are not keen 
on finding out that you can manage their 
marketing and the garden but are not able to 
offer them a cleaner, for example. You’ll need 
to build up a bank of knowledge and skills 
(especially for managing swimming pools). 
Also build up a reliable team of builders, 
plumbers, boiler engineers and electricians.

� Do not be tempted to offer services for 

which you are not registered. The French 
authorities come down very hard indeed on 
those who do. Cleaning a rental property, for 
example, requires you to be inside their 
property – so make sure you are registered for 
this before doing so.

� Find your unique selling point. What can 
you do that is different from (and better than) 
other businesses offering similar services?

� Make as many contacts as you can. It is 
usually easier to find properties to manage 
that have just been bought by someone who 
wishes to rent them out, so estate agents and 
builders can help. Talk to people, and spread 
the word!

� Don’t try to work only with British 

owners. French holiday property owners can 
often find it hard to tap into the UK 
holidaymaker market, and if you have a good 
level of French language then this can be 
hugely rewarding.

� Be ready to clock up the miles on the car. 
France is big and your properties are unlikely 
to be bunched closely together.

� Offer a personal meet-and-greet service 
to all arriving guests. This is time-consuming 
and diesel-thirsty, but guests appreciate it and 
so do the owners.

� Make time to improve your French if it 
isn’t good already. You never know when you’ll 
have to ring a boiler engineer, a local builder 
or the emergency services.                                         
le-cloup.com

much of the year.
“Building up a good relationship with 

property owners is vital as they need to feel 
reassured that they have a trusted team on 
the ground – people who can go out at any 
time, whatever the weather, to look after 
both the property itself and the guests who 
are staying in it.

“We also remember that owners love 
repeat bookings – and holidaymakers only 

return if they have felt well looked-after. If 
that means unblocking a washing machine 
drain for them late on a Saturday evening,  
so be it!” �

Glynis Shaw is joint managing director of 
French Connections online holiday rentals 
and property sales 
Tel: 01580 819303
frenchconnections.co.uk

Tips for owners on using a letting management company

You need to be proactive in your marketing and 
professional in everything you do. A good website is 
essential, but not as important as looking after your 
clients, who are trusting you with their property
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Filed away
With the deadline for filing your French income tax return fast approaching, 
Kate Brehaut explains the process and the forms you’re required to fill in

If you made the move to France in 2015, the 
deadline for filing your first French income 
tax return as a resident is fast approaching. 

You will be exposed to French income and 
capital gains taxes on your worldwide income 
and gains, as from your date of arrival in 
France, subject to the provisions of any 
relevant double-tax treaty. 

The French income tax year is the calendar 
year. Tax returns declaring income and gains 
earned during the preceding tax year need to 
be filed before mid-May to your local tax 
authorities (this deadline can differ slightly 
year on year and is often extended if you file 
your French income tax returns online). 

Your first French tax return will therefore be 
for the period from your date of arrival to 31 
December 2015 and will be due by mid to late 
May 2016. Failure to respect this filing 
deadline can result in both penalties and 
interest charges.

Filing your tax return
The French tax authorities are making the 
online submission of French income tax 
returns mandatory. For 2015 income declared 
in 2016, taxpayers whose prior year (2014) net 
taxable income was over the threshold of 
€40,000 are obliged to file online. This 
threshold will be progressively reduced until 
returns filed in 2019 (2018 income) will have 
to be done online regardless of income levels. 
Those without internet access will be able to 
opt to continue filing paper returns.

However, for the first year of charge, you 
will have to submit paper returns and it is the 
taxpayer’s responsibility to obtain the 
necessary forms (either from the local tax 
office or from the government website). 

French income tax returns are filed on a 
household basis. This means that the income 
of married couples or those with a PACS (civil 
partnership), plus the income of any 
dependants, is declared on one return. 

There are various forms that require 
completion, depending on your sources of 
income. The most common forms you will 
need to fill in are as follows:

• the main tax form that everyone is 
required to complete, no. 2042

• there are two main annex forms, no. 
2042-C-PRO and 2042-C, which, among other 
things, deal with self-employment earnings 
and tax credits/reductions

• form no. 2047 which deals with foreign 
source income

• capital gains from the sale of investments 
need to be declared on form no. 2074 

• form no. 2044 deals with unfurnished 
rental income declared under the full revenus 
fonciers regime (as opposed to the simplified 
micro-foncier regime, which is declared on 
form no. 2042 only).

The different regimes
If your income is from self-employment and 
you are taxed under one of the réel regimes, 
you will have further deadlines to abide by and 
are normally required to submit ‘business’ tax 
returns (form 2031 and its annexes for 
activities under the BIC rules, and form 2035 
and its annexes for activities under the BNC 
rules) in early May. The taxable income as 
determined on these business forms is then 
reported on the annex form no. 2042-C-PRO. 

If you are an auto-entrepreneur (from 2016 
known as micro-entrepreneur) or taxed under 
the Micro-BIC or Micro-BNC rules, you do not 
have to complete these additional business 
forms, but the gross income is reported 
directly onto the 2042-C-PRO form.

Each source of income will follow its own 
computational rules to reach the net taxable 
value, which will then be combined to reach 
your overall net taxable income. This total will 
be divided by the number of family shares 
applicable to your situation (a married couple 
with no dependants will generally benefit from 
two family shares). The resultant figure will be 
subject to the French scale rates (barème) 
which are set out below (2015 income):

tax in three instalments; on 15 February and 
15 May with the balance becoming due in 
autumn. The February and May instalments 
are calculated as one third of the prior year’s 
tax liability. You can also opt to pay in 10 
monthly instalments, running from January to 
October. Late payments will attract penalties 
and interest charges. 

Social charges
Not to be forgotten, in addition to French 
income tax, you will also be exposed to 
the social surcharges. Not to be confused 
with pure social security contributions, 
the social surcharges (which comprise the 
CSG, the CRDS, and the PS along with its 
annex contributions) do not entitle the 
payer to any form of social security 
protection and are, in effect, a further 
form of income taxation. 

The full rate is 15.5%, but rates are 
lower for salaries (8%), self-employment 
earnings (8%) and pension income 
(between 4.3% and 7.1% depending on 
the pensioner’s levels of income). A 
proportion of the CSG element is 
deductible from the following year’s net 
taxable income and the proportion varies 
depending on the rate applied initially, 
but ranges between 4.2% and 5.1%. 

Certain foreign-source pension income 
that is taxable in France may be exempt 
from these surcharges, but this will 
depend on the pensioner’s health cover 
situation so should be examined on a case 
by case basis. 

The liability to these charges is either:
1) collected at source (for example on 

French salaries/pensions and on French 
bank interest (with the exception of 
tax-free accounts like the Livret A, of 
course) or 

(2) as part of social security 
contributions for self-employment 
earnings (for example through quarterly 
auto-entrepreneur returns) or   

(3) at the same time and on the same 
demand as your income tax liability (for 
example on UK bank interest and on 
unfurnished rental income). �

Kate Brehaut is the director of La Belle Vie, a 
Guernsey-based company specialising in tax, 
property and translation services
Tel: 01481 710093
labellevieguernsey.co.uk 

for more tax advice visit 
completefrance.com

Net taxable income  

per family share Rate

Up to €9,700 0%

from €9,700 to €26,791 14%

from €26,791 to €71,826 30%

from €71,826 to €152,108 41%

over €152,108 45%

The result from the barème is then 
multiplied by the number of family shares to 
reach the gross tax liability. This liability can 
then be reduced by various deductions and 
credits (for example, tax credits available for 
certain building work) to reach your actual tax 
liability for the year.

Tax demands are normally sent out in late 
summer/early autumn. Once you have been in 
the system for more than a year (and assuming 
that your income tax liability is over a certain 
threshold, currently €347), you will pay your 
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Visit our website: www.daviddale.co.uk
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DALE HOUSE  FOREST MOOR ROAD HARROGATE    HG5 8LT
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For over 35 years we have been moving people to and from 
Europe, we collect regularly in all parts of the U.K. and deliver  
in most areas of France weekly.

We can offer clean, safe container storage facilities until your 
dream home is completed. We are always on the move helping 
our customers to settle in to new homes and businesses.

Try us for service and value.

3 MILBY ROAD, BOROUGHBRIDGE, YORK, YO519BW

Agence Immobilière Herman De Graaf
Contact: Cate Carnduff

Le Bourg-Saint-Jean de Côle - 24800 Thiviers - France.  
Tel: 00 33 (0)553 62 38 03 Fax: 00 33 (0)553 55 08 03  

e-mail: agence@immobilier-dordogne.com

www.immobil ier-dordogne.com

Ref. 4194: Agonac. Property with main house, pool & 
outbuildings, quietly set in a calm & isolated with large 
garden & beautiful views. Living room (100m2) with 2 
mezzanines, kitchen with fireplace, 3 bedrooms, 2 shower 
rooms (1 ensuite), laundry room, office, larder. Games room 
(45m2), covered terrace & storage. Pool: 5 x 10m. 
Price: €380,000 agency fees included.

Ref. 4198: Region Thiviers. Restored farmhouse with guest 
annex & outbuildings, quietly set on the edge of a hamlet 
on 4450m2 of land with good views. Living room, fitted 
kitchen, 3 bedrooms 2 bathrooms 1 ensuite & dressing); 
cellar. Oil CH. Annex with one bedroom with shower room 
& garage. Storage & wells. 
Price: €245,000 agency fees included.

France Legal
For expert legal advice and help
with French property matters

•  Buying and selling French property
•  French wills and succession
•  Tax and estate planning
•  Finance, surveys, valuations

Competitive fixed fee packages

Susan Busby MA
Tel/Fax: 01473 311107

www.francelegal.co.uk  •  e-mail: ssb@francelegal.co.uk
Wayside, Capel Road, Bentley, Ipswich IP9 2DL
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A toast to   Touraine

Home to some of the Loire Valley’s grandest châteaux, Touraine could be just the 

I 
have always had a soft spot for the supple 
light red wines from the villages of Bourgueil 
and St-Nicolas-de-Bourgueil in the 

department of Indre-et-Loire in the Touraine 
region of the Loire Valley. Wine buffs may be 
more familiar with the wines of Chinon, which 
lies between Tours and Saumur, and whose 
praises were sung by the French Renaissance 
writer and humanist François Rabelais, who 
was born in Chinon in 1494. 

Part of the Val de Loire inscribed on the 
UNESCO World Heritage List, the area lies 
within the Loire-Anjou-Touraine natural 
regional park. As well as the Chinon fortress 
the rich architectural heritage includes 
châteaux at Saumur and Azay-le-Rideau as well 
as other fine medieval residences. The 
surrounding area known as the Pays de Chinon 
or the Pays Chinonais was a popular holiday 
and residential destination for the Kings of 
France from the 10th century on. If it was  
good enough for them I thought it might also 
appeal to you.

Home from home
Yannick Minier at Agence Laforêt in Bourgueil 
on the north bank of the Loire covers a sector 
from Chinon east to Langeais. The building 
stone in these parts is the lovely pale-coloured 
tuffeau. In the countryside north of the river 
you find old houses in dressed stone and lots  
of renovated longères – long low buildings 
with lofts above which have been converted 
into bedrooms. 

This type of property requiring work and 
with some land will cost around €150,000, 
while prices for those that have already been 
restored will average €200,000.  

In Bourgueil itself, well served with all the 
shops and services you need, you will find tall 
terraced townhouses – again built in tuffeau 
– which rarely come with outside space or a 
garage but which do come with a lower price 
tag of around €100,000. 

One that does have a small courtyard and 
requires renovation is on the market for 
€114,700, for which you would get 96m2 of 
living space, two bedrooms, a loft, a couple of 
outbuildings and a vaulted cellar. If you’re keen 
to run your own business and are a fan of 
flowers, there is a florist shop on the market  
for €43,800.

The surrounding villages and hamlets, such 
as St-Nicolas-de-Bourgueil to the west and 

Restigné and Benais to the east, are in great 
demand. Here you can find the popular old 
longère and detached properties with 
landscaped gardens, and yet you are just four 
kilometres or so from the centre of Bourgueil.  

The A85/E60 motorway gives easy access to 
this sector of the Loire Valley without much 
inconvenience, says Yannick, bringing Tours 
within a 40-minute drive. What can be noisy, 
however, is the Levée de la Loire, the 
embankment constructed to protect valleys 
from flooding, which runs from Saumur 
through Langeais to Tours. 

Roadside properties, particularly in the 
commune of La Chapelle-sur-Loire, can be noisy 
even though traffic has been reduced since the 
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place to be king of your own castle, as Carolyn Reynier discovers

Main photo: Faye-la-Vineuse near Richelieu, south 
of Chinon, and its 11th-century collegiate church 
This photo: A view of Chinon and its royal fortress, 
on a rocky spur at the crossroads of the three 
provinces of Anjou, Poitou and Touraine
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arrival of the motorway. This can have a 
downward effect on prices, so if you are hard of 
hearing perhaps you could pick up a bargain. 

Tales from the riverbank
If you want river views, which are becoming 
rarer, you can find properties on the banks 
around Chouzé-sur-Loire. Prices are higher and 
buyers tend to be people from other regions 
who love the Loire and who are looking for a 
second home on its banks – and who will 
perhaps retire there in due course. The Loire à 
Vélo cycle route is the perfect way to explore 
this part of the country, and from Chouzé or 
even Saumur you can cycle as far as Langeais 
along the banks of the Loire. 

These smaller, terraced riverbank properties 
have around 80-100m2 of living space 
(compared to around 160m2 for the longères) 
and, when restored, prices can range between 
€140,000 and €150,000. According to Yannick, 
you can find larger detached houses set back 
from the river with some land and river views, 
but these are rare and require larger budgets – 
around the €250,000 mark. 

If you prefer something modern then have a 
look at the little village of St-Michel-sur-Loire, 
on the hillside further east towards préfecture 
Tours, where there has been quite a bit of new 
building going on. 

Opposite St-Michel, on the other bank, lies 
the pretty village of Bréhemont which 
overlooks the Loire and is not far from the 
château of Azay-le-Rideau, set on an island in 
the middle of the Indre river. 

As we move back west towards Candes-St-
Martin where Vienne joins the Loire we come 
to the Véron and the Vienne valley. This is a 
popular sector with buyers thanks to the shops 
and services offered by Avoine. Have a look, 
too, at the villages of Beaumont-en-Véron and, 
to the north-east towards the Loire, Huismes.

Prices for two to three-storey terraced houses 
are higher in sous-préfecture Chinon. Houses, 
some of which date from the 18th century or 
earlier, may have a tiny garden or courtyard. 
Some have been converted into apartments, 
and you may pay around €120,000 for an 
entirely renovated house. 

Just five minutes away, there is a pretty 
two-bedroom cottage on the market for 
€82,000, while eight kilometres from Chinon a 
three-room stone-built house plus 159m² 
hangar for restoration, courtyard and garden is 
on the market for €22,890.

On the grapevine
As you head east from Chinon along the river 
to places like Cravant-les-Côteaux, Tavant, and 
Crouzilles you can find larger maisons de 
maître. Here we’re in the heart of the vineyards 
with substantial properties and cellars 
belonging to winemakers. And for that very 
reason little comes onto the market here, with 
wine domaines being handed down from father 
to son. If an old property does come up for sale 
you’re looking easily at a price of €250,000, 
says Yannick. 

For example, on the southern bank of the 
Vienne at L’Île-Bouchard, 20 minutes east of 

On the market

To the north of Bourgueil, this 
renovated ‘longère’ has five bedrooms, 
a cellar, numerous outbuildings and an 
enclosed garden with a well, €280,000 
(Agence Lafôret de Bourgueil)

In Ingrandes-de-Touraine on the Loire’s 
north bank, this two-bedroom ‘longère’ 
boasts spacious living areas, various 
outbuildings, a swimming pool and 
separate guest accommodation, €320,000 
(Agence Lafôret de Bourgueil)

This renovated four-bedroom house 
has loft suitable for conversion and 
comes with an outbuilding and hangar, 
all set in enclosed grounds, €203,000 
(Agence Lafôret de Bourgueil) 
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Chinon, a renovated four-bedroom property 
with enclosed grounds and offering easy access 
to the motorway for travel to Tours, could be 
yours for €263,900.

In Yannick’s opinion, the advantages of  
living along this section of the Loire are the 
majestic châteaux, the vineyards and the 
conviviality of the people – “les gens sont des 
bons vivants” – not to mention the fact that 
there is so much to do with all the shops and 
services you might need.   

His clients, who include British buyers, 
purchase both second and main homes. A few 
months ago he sold a little longère with some 
land near Parçay-les-Pins, just over the border 
in Maine-et-Loire, to English clients for use as a 
holiday home. They can either fly from the UK 
via Tours airport or sail to Le Havre.

Nature at its best
Some 40 or so sites in Touraine have been 
classified as sensitive natural sites where 
biodiversity and the landscape are protected. 
For keen anglers, the lakes and rivers teem 
with trout, pike and perch, and there are 
several supervised bathing areas too. If you 
prefer to be on the water rather than in it then 
you can paddle your own canoe along the 
rivers too.

In times gone by, the traditional flat-
bottomed boats known as gabares transported 
produce including salt and wines imported 
from the colonies upstream from Nantes, and 
today you can discover the Loire and its 
stunning landscapes aboard these vessels with 
sailors who know the riverbanks like the back 
of their hand. 

Dame Nature has smiled on Touraine. During 
the summer the Pays de Chinon enjoys a dry 
climate and has an annual rainfall of only 
650mm, which is why the region has always 
been considered the jardin de France. As well as 
being supplied with an abundance of fruit and 
vegetables you will also find rarer produce such 
as black truffles and saffron, and then, of 
course, there are the wines.

If you are unfamiliar with the AOC 
(Appellation d’Origine Controlée) wines of 
Chinon and Bourgueil then do try them. If you 
are not keen on red wine, try them anyway. 
You’ll also find a thirst-quenching rosé and a 
white from the Chenin blanc grape, also called 
pineau de Loire.

Happily, in the Pays Chinonais, Rabelais’ 
tradition of fine wining and dining remains 
alive and well. So, apparently will you, 
according to his words of wisdom: “Beuvez 
tousjours, ne meurez jamais.” � 

agence-immobiliere.laforet.com/
agence-bourgueil.html
agencefranchineau.com
avis-immobilier-chinon.com
chinon.com
touraineloirevalley.com
bourgueil.fr
loireavelo.fr

FPN LOCATION

Clockwise from top: The lovely landscape of the Pays Chinonais; an aerial view of the famous Azay-le-Rideau 

château; a view of the Bourgueil vineyards and the 15th-century Moulin Bleu, which is now a restaurant; Château de 

Gizeux, north of Bourgueil, the largest inhabited property in the Touraine Angevine, is open to the public and has five 

letting rooms; the countryside around Seuilly to the south-east of Chinon
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For more properties for sale 
in the Loire Valley visit

FrancePropertyShop.com
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FPN REAL LIFE

A change of heart
The plan was to move to Wales but when Rachel Steel realised just how much 

Brittany had to offer, the search for a new home began across the Channel instead

S
hall we move to Wales?” said my husband 
Tony, one day after watching one of those 
‘move to the country’ programmes. “If 

they don’t buy that house, we will!”
“OK, I’m up for that”, I said, and there began 

our adventure. Little did we know we would 
end up in Brittany.

The trip to Wales to look for property didn’t 
last long. It rained incessantly, and our tent 
was wet through. It didn’t put us off the idea 
of moving though, and during a boring day 
working from home trying to sell holidays, I 
was browsing the net and somehow ended up 
looking at properties in Brittany.

Tony arrived back from work, and after 
showing him the great prices of properties 
across the Channel, the fabulous scenery and 
beaches, and telling him he could have a year 
off work, he agreed to look for a house in 
Brittany instead.

We had holidayed in this part of France a 
number of times, but apart from that we didn’t 
know much about the place. I could speak 
French, although I was a bit rusty. I had learnt 
French at school, and in my younger days I 
had spent a year with a French family as an au 
pair, as well as spending a ski season in the 
Alps cooking and cleaning for chalet guests. 
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Pastures new
And so began our house hunt in France. We 
didn’t know much about the areas of Brittany 
so we stuck a pin in a map, booked a ferry and 
a campsite for a week’s holiday in May 2004, 
and arranged to spend a couple of days with 
an English-speaking French estate agent. We 
put our Victorian townhouse in Worksop on 
the market and off we went on our holiday.

The weather was superb and the campsite 
fabulous, especially as it had a huge pool with 
a slide, which was a big hit with our daughter 
Rosie, who was seven. We spent a couple of 
days relaxing and exploring the coastline 
around Carnac and La Trinité-sur-Mer before 
meeting up with the estate agent. We browsed 
through the properties listed on her books, 
and decided on five we would view that day.

We loved the first house we viewed, the 
second and third weren’t suitable, we couldn’t 
find the fourth (who wants to buy a house if 
even the estate agent can’t find it?), and the 
fifth was perfect: a 100-year-old stone-built 
property. Situated near Pluméliau, the house 
had two bedrooms and came with an 
accompanying barn. We asked a local builder 
to come and check if the barn could be 
converted into two gîtes, and then we put in an 
offer. To our delight, it was accepted! 

Challenge and change
We returned home and the reality of it all 
suddenly sunk in. We would miss our families 
and friends dearly as we wouldn’t just be able 
to pop down the road to see them. However, 
this didn’t deter us; we would simply make 
frequent trips back to see everyone in the UK, 
and they could come out to visit us too.

We expected to sell our UK property quickly 
but this didn’t go to plan, and it took another 
18 months. In the meantime we employed an 
architect in Brittany to draw up some plans for 
our proposed barn conversion. After five 
months of getting nowhere we parted company 

with the architect and went ahead with the 
house purchase anyway, hoping that we’d get 
the relevant permission when we moved over 
to France. 

We had a week’s holiday just before 
Christmas 2004 to sign for the house and to 
make some headway with the overgrown 
garden that came with it. We eventually 
moved out to our new home in August 2005 
and enrolled Rosie at school. 

As it turned out, Tony didn’t have a year off 
work, instead it was four months. He went 
back to work in the UK, spending a few weeks 
there and a few weeks in France at a time. I 
got a job at a French estate agency within the 
first two weeks of arriving in Brittany, but was 
made redundant two years later, so I decided 
to set up my own business offering translation 
services and general assistance for expats, 
which I am still doing today.  

The barn was never converted into gîtes. 
After receiving astronomical quotes for this   
we decided to demolish some of the walls and 
installed a pool, which later (due to lack of 
use!) we changed into a pond, complete with 
fish and pond plants. Rosie whizzed through 
the French school system, and at age 15, 
started at lycée.

We came to France with a cat and a daft 

We were happy everything 
had fallen into place, so 
after spending our first 
winter and summer in our 
new home, we had an idea 
that we should rent it out 
for the summer months to 
holidaymakers

Rachel and Tony have now found the perfect home in Guémené-sur-Scorff in Morbihan and rent it out to holidaymakers during the summer months. Tony converted the unused 

space above the garage, creating a lounge area and two small bedrooms to provide the family with somewhere to live while the house is rented out
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Irish setter, and now have a Breton spaniel (he 
helps us to blend in with the locals!), a cocker 
spaniel, and three ponies. We also kept 
chickens for a while.

Moving on
In 2012, during our annual neighbours’ 
get-together (aka mad party with lots of food 
and drink), our best French friends and 
neighbours told us they were moving to 
Rennes. We realised we would miss them 
terribly, so why not move too? Not to Rennes, 
but somewhere within Morbihan with land for 
our ponies (which we didn’t have in our 
present house). 

So, in true-to-us impromptu style, that 
weekend we started searching for a suitable 
property, found one, and the next day went to 
view it. It was perfect! A chocolate-box, 
thatched stone house, with barn, garage and a 
field for the ponies behind the house. We 
hadn’t even put our house on the market but 
we put in an offer, which was accepted, and 
the next day we advertised ours for sale. 

In the days that followed we had five visits 
and received two offers. Everything was 
happening unbelievably quickly. Our buyers 
wanted to move in as soon as possible, so just 
three months later we moved into our current 
house near Guémené-sur-Scorff.

We were happy everything had fallen into 
place, so after spending our first winter and 
summer in our new home, we had an idea that 
we should rent it out for the summer months 
to holidaymakers. A bit mad, maybe, because 
where would we live?

The first floor of our huge garage wasn’t 
being used at all, so Tony started converting it 
into a lounge area and two small bedrooms, 
insulating the roof and walls, tiling the floor, 
and finally putting in a makeshift kitchen 
downstairs. We’d be roughing it a bit, but we 
would manage quite easily for a few weeks. In 
fact, once we had spent our first summer in 
the ‘garage’, it felt positively cosy!

I set about designing our website, and 
researching which companies to advertise 
with. Finally we installed a pool and decorated 
our own house throughout, added finishing 
touches to ensure our guests would be happy.

The bookings started to come in and we 
were soon booked up for July and August, 
which was our goal. We welcomed our very 
first guests back in July 2014 with a few 
nerves, but we needn’t have worried as they 
were lovely. 

Throughout that summer and the ones that 
followed, we spent many pleasant evenings 
with our guests – we were invited for drinks at 
our own house, which was a bit strange at 
first! All our guests loved the French lifestyle. 
They were happy with a baguette, some 
French cheese and a bottle or two of wine, 
while their children were happy as they could 
swim in the pool, take our dogs for a walk or 
groom the ponies. 

It really didn’t take the adults very long to 
get into the holiday spirit! �

lederan.com

Rachel and Tony were already familiar with Brittany after holidaying in this part of France a number of times,             

and were attracted by the property prices and spectacular scenery

FPN REAL LIFE

The chocolate-box 
thatched house with 
barn, garage and field 
behind for the ponies 
was perfect 
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the English-speaking chartered accountants
www.sareg.com  |  +33 (0) 4 50 25 23 97  |  enquiries@sareg.com

If you are thinking of setting up a French business or investing in 
French property and need advice in layman’s terms, speak to the 

experts, who can advise you on:

Thinking of  
 taking the plunge?

 Property investment & rental income
 Business registration & creation of subsidiaries

 Annual accounts & salaries
 Tax declarations for professional clients

We have 5 offices across the French Alps: in the ski resorts, Annecy and an 
office near Geneva, and would be happy to meet you to discuss your project!

UK Tel: 0121 288 1448  |  Fax: +33 (0) 494 512 490
Email: enquiries@exclusivehealthcare.com
www.exclusivehealthcare.com

Thank goodness I made 
enquiries beforehand!

I didn’t realise the French healthcare 
system was so complex...

Contact us now for more information, or see our website for full details

+33 (0) 494 403 145ALL
ENQUIRIES

Greenwich
Taxation Services
FRENCH AND UK TAX SPECIALISTS
• Tax planning and advice covering France and UK simultaneously
• French income and wealth tax returns
• UK income tax returns
• French-English bilingual
• Member of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales

Contact Kehinde Dauda for a free consultation
Tel: +44(0) 20 3651 0016   
Email : kdauda@greenwichtax.co.uk
www.greenwichtax.co.uk
94 Brookmill Road, London SE8 4JJ

Brought to you by

HomeTweet
Home

Follow France Property Shop on Twitter for the
latest great-value properties on the market

http://twitter.com/franceprop

www.francepropertyshop.com
Your essential guide to buying property in France
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FPN EXPERT ADVICE

WE CAN 
WORK 
IT OUT
In the second of his articles on work opportunities in 
France, Peter-Danton de Rouffignac 
explains the regimes available and the rules to follow

I
n last month’s issue we looked at a variety 
of work opportunities in France, from 
simple unskilled jobs through to those 
needing professional qualifications and/or 
significant investment of funds. 

Whichever route you choose you will have to 
comply with French regulations, decide which 
regime is best suited to your line of work, and 
follow the rules concerning tax and social 
security contributions. In this article we take a 
look at the options and how to proceed, from 
self-employment through to various forms of 
limited company. 

The micro-entreprise regime
One of the most satisfying achievements of the 
Sarkozy presidency was the creation by deputy 
Hervé Novelli (the unsung hero of 
entrepreneurs) of the auto-entrepreneur regime 
– now called micro-entreprise – which is 
basically a form of self-employment with a 
Gallic touch. 

The original concept has since been 
‘modified’ by successive socialist ministers but 
the principle remains more or less the same. 
Under this regime you basically pay a fixed 
percentage of your gross income (turnover or 
chiffre d’affaires) in tax (micro-fiscal regime) 
and social security contributions (under the 
new micro-social regime) with no allowance 
for expenses.

As a result, calculating what you owe is 
relatively simple and the regime particularly 
suits small service businesses with low or no 
overheads (say, a consultant working at home), 
but less so those where you either buy goods to 
sell (for example on a market stall), create 
objects to sell (say, pottery or home-made jam), 
or provide a service such as restoring furniture 
or mending domestic appliances where you 
may have to buy raw materials or spare parts as 
part of the job. 

New tax and social security rates have been 
announced for 2016 and vary from 13.4% 
social contributions and 1% tax if you buy and 
sell (vente de marchandises) and around 23% 
social contributions and 1.7% to 2.2% income 
tax if you provide a service or are classed as a 
profession libérale. (See auto-entrepreneur.fr for 
more information and a table showing the 
different rates.)

For older people and those perhaps already 
retired and receiving a (British) pension, note 
that you will still pay retirement contributions 
as part of your social security payments. I have 
discussed this particular issue with a number of 
fonctionnaires who concede that it is an 
anomaly, but they do not suggest that it might 
actually change. 

Advantages of the regime
However, the main advantage of the system is 
that your contributions are calculated on your 
actual income, which may fluctuate, compared 
to other regimes where contributions may be 
fixed or estimated and have to be paid whether 
you earn sufficient income or not (a factor that 
has killed off many a struggling French 
business in the past). 

You can work full or part-time or 
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intermittently under this regime and even 
combine it with a (full-time) job or other 
activity. If you are unclear about which 
category your proposed activity may fall into 
– commercial, artisanal or libérale – the 
auto-entrepreneur.fr site has lists of jobs or 
occupations and a table showing which 
category they come under, for example ‘services 
divers’, ‘expertise’ or ‘services à la personne’. You 
need to choose the job title that most closely 
describes what you intend to do and its 
category. The activités libérales list alone runs 
to seven pages so there are plenty of options.  

There are limits on turnover under this 
regime, and at the time of writing they are 
€82,200 annually if you ‘buy and sell’ (broadly 
described as activités commerciales) and 
€32,900 if you provide a service (either 
artisanale or libérale). Note that some activities 
are highly regulated (activités réglementées) and 
require evidence of experience and/or 
recognised qualifications, and may be 
disallowed under the 
micro-entreprise regime.  

They include virtually all 
aspects of building and 
construction/repair (from 
major works to plumbing, 
electrical etc), repair and 
maintenance of motor 
vehicles of all types, 
preparing or producing 
food for sale (baker, 
butcher, fishmonger etc) 
and hairdressing and 
beauty. Many liberal 
professions are also 
controlled, including 
medicine, the law etc. 

The micro-entreprise 
remains outside the VAT 
system. This is an 
advantage if your clients 
are the general public (not 
other businesses) who 
cannot normally reclaim VAT paid on the goods 
and services they purchase, as your rates can 
be cheaper than a competitor who has to 
charge VAT. Contributions and tax are paid 
periodically (monthly or tri-monthly) and if 
you happen to earn no income during a  
period, you simply submit a ‘nil return’ with 
nothing to pay. 

Social contributions are paid either to RSI 
(Régime Sociale des Indépendants) or CIPAV  
(largely for the liberal professions) depending 
on your type of activity. Note that benefits 
payable normally depend on a prescribed 
amount of contributions made, and becoming 
an auto-entrepreneur with no income or activity 
is not a viable method of obtaining French 
social security or retirement cover without 
actually working.  

In terms of accounting, you are now obliged 
to open a separate bank account for your 
enterprise – this need not necessarily be a 
‘business account’ as described by your bank 
(and with higher charges) but simply separate 
from, say, your household account. 

Some occupations require compulsory 

(third-party) insurance and you should seek 
professional advice before embarking on your 
new activity, which may not, for example, be 
covered by your domestic household policy, or 
by your vehicle insurance if you’ll be 
transporting clients as opposed to family 
members and friends. 

How to register
The business of registering as an auto-
entrepreneur has gradually been simplified and 
can normally be done online. The new business 
also has to be listed with the local RCS (register 
of commerce and services) or RM (for artisanal 
activities). Registering as an artisan you may 
find you have to attend a compulsory training 
course, not to learn about your trade but on 
how to run a business in France. There you can 
meet other small business operators and learn 
from their experience. 

Many activities can be discreetly run from 
your own home, and even within an apartment 

block may not need special 
permission from the syndic 
of co-owners. Their main 
concerns are generally 
about disturbance from 
noise, frequent visitors or 
deliveries, and if your 
business involves any of 
these you may need to 
consider buying or renting 
premises such as an office, 
workshop or retail outlet. 

Husband and wife can 
work together provided 
they are registered 
separately and not as a 
partnership. You are not 
allowed to employ 
someone under the scheme 
but you could collaborate 
with another auto-
entrepreneur. You can 
protect your personal 

assets, such as your home, in much the same 
way as you would separate them from your 
business assets if working through a limited 
liability company

Alternative options
While many small businesses can be operated 
in this way, you will need to look at   
alternative options if you generate a higher 
turnover than is allowed under the regime, if 
you need to expand by taking on employees or 
you wish to work with other partners or 
investors in the enterprise. 

There are a number of options, including 
creating a company – the SARL is the nearest 
equivalent to the British limited company and 
covers virtually all activities. If you are buying 
and perhaps letting a property purchased by a 
group of friends or family members, the SCI 
(Société Civile Immobilière) is the ideal vehicle 
for joint ownership and can include letting 
activities, or these could be managed separately 
through a SARL. For the liberal professions 
there are a number of partnership options, 
while jointly shared premises could be owned 

by an SCI in which the partners have shares.  
If and when you reach this stage in your 

business activity it is generally advisable to seek 
professional advice, including employing a 
French accountant who can see his way 
through the bureaucratic maze, ensure that 
your accounts are in order and that you are 
running the business and your personal 
finances in the most tax-efficient way. 

A working example
For other activities not allowed under the 
micro-enterprise scheme you would first need 
to seek the advice of the relevant ‘chamber’, 
and I have taken the example of the chambre 
d’agriculture to give an idea of the process. 

I recently advised a client who wanted to buy 
some land and grow and sell organically 
produced table olives and olive oil at the local 
markets. She was somewhat overwhelmed by 
the bureaucracy, so I tried to get her to imagine 
day one on her market stall (in a few years’ 
time) and work backwards to understand the 
processes she would have to go through to get 
there. To sell organic olives she would need to 
certify that her land and its products 
conformed to current AB regulations, and also 
possess a licence to sell from a market stall. 

To obtain the necessary ‘bio’ certificate 
confirming that her products were organic, she 
would have to apply for the relevant certificates 
and follow the procedures (inspections, 
controls etc) regarding organic production. In 
order to start this process, she needed 
recognition as a farmer (agriculteur) and this 
involved having the appropriate experience 
and qualifications, and owning or renting a 
piece of land sufficiently large enough to 
establish that the enterprise was commercial. 

To start this lengthy process, her first task 
was to visit the local chambre d’agriculture to 
learn about the special regime for farmers (tax, 
social security, retirement), what qualifications 
were needed and how they might be acquired 
(such as a training course at an agricultural 
college, followed by time spent doing a work 
placement with an established producer). 

This process would necessarily take several 
years; the only other option to reduce this 
timescale would be to consider buying a going 
concern and working alongside the owner until 
she had acquired the necessary experience to 
go it alone. In contrast to the above, registering 
and running an auto-entreprise under one of 
the recognised categories is relatively simple!

You can find a wealth of information and 
stories of successful businesses created and 
operated by expats living in France in 
publications like French Property News and also 
online, including official French online sources 
such as APCE (dealing with business creation 
in France) and the numerous websites dealing 
with auto-entrepreneurs. Regulations change 
from time to time and this article can only 
serve as a general guide as of early 2016. �

Peter-Danton de Rouffignac MA LLM lives in 
Perpignan and advises on all aspects of living and 
working in France
FranceMedProperty.blogspot.com 

One of the 
most satisfying 
achievements of the 
Sarkozy presidency 
was the creation of 
the auto-entrepreneur 
regime – now called 
micro-entreprise – 
which is basically 
a form of self-
employment with a 
Gallic touch
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FLYING HIGH
From rural Auvergne to running a B&B near Bordeaux, a move to France has opened 

up a whole new world for London Air Ambulance pilot Johnny Crewdson 

T
he London Air Ambulance is 
based on the roof of the Royal 
London Hospital in 

Whitechapel. It exists to take a 
highly qualified trauma team to 
critically injured patients in the 
capital 365 days a year. 

Averaging around three or four 
call-outs a day, the helicopter has flown 
over 30,000 missions to date. As a pilot it is a 
unique challenge to land in central London on 
a daily basis. Typical landing sites include 
Trafalgar Square, Marble Arch, Piccadilly 
Circus, the M25 or bridges over the Thames. 
The level of medical expertise on board is such 
that life-saving surgery is often performed at 
the roadside. I have been lucky enough to fly 
the air ambulance for the past 15 years.  

Around 2002, I broached the subject of 
moving with my chief pilot. “Any objection to 
me popping off to live in France, boss?” I asked. 
In hindsight, there was a lot riding on his reply. 
Thankfully, being a complete gentleman and 
confirmed Francophile, he readily agreed, with 
the proviso that I could guarantee to fulfil my 
flying commitments.  

Spread your wings
We were keen to move to a rural area away 
from the usual expat hot spots and settled on 
Auvergne, buying an old stone farmhouse close 
to the medieval town of Le Puy-en-Velay. The 
house was in need of restoration and, after 

excellent recommendations from our 
local bank manager, we found the 
builders we needed. Their work was 
first class, on time and on budget. 

We had always had a great 
affection for France and were pretty 

confident that it was the right move 
for us, but what we found far exceeded 

our expectations. 
We found a place of space and sunshine, 

where children could grow up exploring, where 
family is paramount, where no one cares how 
much money you earn or what car you drive. 
Somewhere people are proud of their own 
produce, and self-sufficiency and bartering are 
very much the norm. I still don’t carry a mobile 

phone in France and we don’t have a TV – it is 
liberating. As for the French reserve towards 
the English, we have never experienced it. 
People have been generous and welcoming 
without fail.

The children were plonked into the French 
state system at the local village school, aged 
seven and eight, and spent the first three 
months staring at the blackboard with total 
incomprehension. Then, almost overnight, they 
were up and running with the language, 
helped by next door’s children. 

Our neighbours, Stéphane and Corinne, have 
become our best friends in France. Stéphane’s 
parents are local farmers and the children were 
soon invited to help on the farm. I can still 

After moving to Auvergne, Johnny and family 
have now settled south of Bordeaux



May 2016 French Property News 67www.completefrance.com

picture my seven-year-old daughter trying to 
herd a bunch of cows into the shed. Growing 
up with the farm taught the children about the 
countryside and animal welfare, and they 
quickly came to appreciate the link between the 
farmyard and what was on their plates.

Back at school, the children’s class tutor was 
a huge and dashing rugby player, who ruled 
the class with total discipline. The children 
adored him and I think most of the mums were 
quite keen too.... On occasions when he 
thought the children’s concentration was 
wandering, he would simply take them 
kayaking or climbing, or let the children take 
over a friend’s restaurant for the day – total 
chaos and totally inspired.  

One evening at a local restaurant, my son 
had his face pressed up against a glass 
partition, peering into the kitchen, his greasy 
mits leaving handprints all over the spotless 
surface. The stern-faced chef came striding out 
of the kitchen and called Ben over to him (I 
assumed for a good ticking off). They 
disappeared into the kitchen and emerged 
some 10 minutes later with Ben holding an 
immaculate dessert, complete with sugar cage. 
“I made this,” he beamed. This, in a hectic 
kitchen, on the busiest night of the week. 

The restaurant became a firm favourite and 
some time later we were helping to clear up 
when I spotted Ben struggling to negotiate a 
steep spiral staircase with an enormous tray of 
champagne glasses, which had developed an 
alarming wobble. I started towards him to help 
avoid a mishap but was stopped by chef, who 
said, “he needs to learn – if they all break, it 
doesn’t matter, they are only glasses. It’s more 
important that he tries”. What a great attitude. 
Children are a lot more capable than we give 
them credit for and we have always found this 
trust in their abilities refreshing in France.

Best of both worlds
Living in France provides the perfect antidote 
to the increasingly hectic pace in London. I 
used to travel an hour and a half to work every 
day in the UK, now I do one trip home per 
week. I have managed to cut my commuting 
down considerably by living in another 
country. I have a motorcycle both in the UK 
and France and this saves a fortune in airport 
parking charges.  

In our free time we started climbing on the 
Via Ferrata, and I have some great memories of 
the children’s smiles after climbing hundreds of 
feet of vertical rock in the Pyrénées. As is usual 
here, we rented the equipment and were left to 
assess the risk – a healthy attitude, which 
seems to have largely disappeared in the 
over-regulated UK.

We have always been keen riders and are 
lucky enough to have some great hacks within 
striking distance of our house. In the autumn 
we use the horses to go blackberry picking, 
returning with full rucksacks for the best jam. 

On a trip to see friends, I found myself on a 
particularly lively horse, cantering along a 
disused railway cut into the side of a mountain. 
On one corner I was forced wide by another 
horse, which left me right on the edge of a 

vertical drop-off, watching stones from the 
horses’ pounding hooves disappear into the 
gorge a few hundred feet below. On our return 
to the stables I mentioned how much I had 
enjoyed riding the spirited horse. “Oh, yes, but 
he was really wild before he went blind,” said 
my friend. I assume he meant in one eye only, 
but I am not entirely sure.

Business and pleasure
When the children moved on to secondary 
school, we decided to look for an established 
business to run. I was in favour of a vineyard 
due to my ‘in-depth’ knowledge of wine, 
although my wife pointed out that drinking lots 
of it was not the same as being an expert. She 
made a fair point. 

Anyway, we settled on a B&B, a stunning 
barn conversion nestled in vineyard country in 
a small village called Noaillac just south of 
Bordeaux. Being a keen skydiver and finding a 
property five minutes from a busy drop zone 
was entirely coincidental – a fact my wife still 
chooses not to believe. 

It was initially a bit daunting to host up to 12 
guests, including offering a four-course meal 
most evenings, but my wife turned out to be a 

natural and finds the whole thing really 
rewarding. If you can cook 10 different meals 
to a reasonable standard then you can do 
chambres d’hôtes. That is not to say that we 
didn’t have the odd ‘Faulty Towers’ moment to 
start off with – oven fires, dogs running off 
with the main course, no gas etc. We always 
take 20 minutes at the start of every evening to 
have a drink, just the two of us on the terrace.  

It was fantastic for the children to grow up 
bilingual and a great opportunity for my 
ridiculously talented wife to become trilingual, 
while I struggle on in French – mostly 
understandable but often with words in the 
wrong order. 

We have met so many great people from all 
over the world and have received genuine 
invitations to stay from all over the globe. 
Meeting people from different countries and 
cultures has given the children the ability to fit 
in anywhere. We have a huge circular oak table 
that will easily seat 12 for dinner and every 
single guest has something interesting to say. 
We have had some great nights when someone 
got out a guitar, or we played six-a-side circular 
table tennis.

We are often told that it was a brave decision 
to up and move, but we think the opposite. It 
would have required more resolve to stay 
where we were, knowing that there was 
something better waiting over the water. Now 
that the children are at university, we have put 
the B&B on the market and are off on a new 
adventure. It will be sad to see it go, but I know 
that it will offer another family the amazing 
opportunities that we had. �

latuilerie33.com

We are often told that it 
was a brave decision to up 
and move, but we think 
the opposite. It would have 
required more resolve to 
stay where we were

Keen to take on an established business, Johnny and wife Alison bought a B&B in a small village to the south of 
Bordeaux, and have thoroughly enjoyed welcoming guests into their home
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Always in season
The skiing months may be over for now, but the Alpine resort of Flaine 

beckons all year round with its myriad activities, explains Nick Dowlatshahi

I
f you’re looking for a ski apartment in the 
French Alps, close to Geneva airport and 
within a large ski zone with reasonable 

prices, Flaine is a ski station worth considering. 
With 265km of runs, many of which are at a 
high altitude of up to 2,500m, the Grand 
Massif has some of the best skiing the French 
Alps have to offer.

The ski zone is made up of five main ski 
resorts: Flaine (the largest and best known), 
Les Carroz, Morillon, Samoëns and Sixt-Fer-à-
Cheval. All have their own character and charm 
and are great places to enjoy during a day on 
the slopes. Flaine is the most popular of these 
resorts and offers excellent on- and off-piste 
skiing, with one of the best snow records in the 
Alps. Accommodating both beginner and 
expert skiers alike, it’s a car-free resort with a 
lively atmosphere and has such an array of 
activities on offer that you couldn’t possibly 
ever be bored.

Year-round appeal
Pieces of art are scattered throughout Flaine by 
such famous artists as Picasso, Dubuffet and 
Vasarely, and it’s the only ski resort to be 
classed as a monument historique. The resort 
was built in 1959 and has been added to since 
then. Fully family-orientated, it offers myriad 
activities and its facilities cater for the 
demanding holidaymaker. These include a 
cultural centre and cinema, billiards and video 
games in pubs and bars, a spa and sports 
centre, and venues for indoor climbing, ice 
skating, bowling, archery, beach volleyball, 
tennis and ping-pong.

For children, Flaine also has bouncy castles, 
climbing frames, workshops and other 
child-friendly activities and there are two ski 
schools both featuring kids’ clubs. In addition 

there is a crèche for children between the ages 
of six months and three years, giving parents 
the chance to have a break and some well-
deserved time to themselves.

Other winter activities here include 
cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, ice driving, 
ice quadbiking and ice karting, paragliding, ice 
skating, dog sledding and helicopter trips. In 
the summer months you can play golf at 
Flaine’s 18-hole course, venture along the 
many walking and mountain biking trails or 
explore the nature reserves of Passy and 
Sixt-Fer-à-Cheval. 

Flaine also has a classical music academy 
and puts on around 20 concerts a year. The 
resort is known for its lively and convivial 
atmosphere and has numerous festivals, snow 
sports events and a carnival – and with its great 
selection of bars, restaurants and shops there is 
plenty to do besides skiing. It’s the ideal 
year-round resort and, with its close proximity 
to Geneva airport (91km and approximately 75 
minutes by car), it’s a great place to come even 
just for the weekend. There is also a TGV 
station at Cluses (30km away) and Geneva/
Annemasse (70km away).

Going to market
Property prices in Flaine are competitive when 
compared with its neighbours with similar-
sized ski areas and at similar altitudes 
(1,600-1,700m). The price per m2 in Flaine is 
on average €5,000, similar to that in La Plagne 
but less than in Les Arcs, which is slightly 
pricier at around 5,500/m2. Meanwhile in Val 
d’Isere or Méribel, you can expect to pay at 
least 10,000/m2. A typical two-bedroom 
apartment in Flaine will cost you €215,000; a 
little more if the residence has facilities such as 
a swimming pool or spa.

If you are considering a nearly-new property, 
the residence Les Terrasses de Veret in Flaine 
Foret (1,700m altitude) provides an excellent 
opportunity to buy into a luxury residence at a 
fraction of the normal price. The developer is 
currently offering fully furnished two-bedroom 
apartments from just €172,484 and, for a 
limited time, is paying the notaire fees on 
behalf of the buyers.

Considering the residence has a pool, spa 
and on-site management company to take care 
of maintenance and rentals if you wish, this 
represents excellent value for money. 
Unusually, the developer is offering either a 
leaseback arrangement (with which you earn a 
fixed rental sum per year with limited personal 
use) or an outright purchase that allows 
unlimited use. If a leaseback arrangement is 
chosen, a fixed net rental of up to 4.9% is 
offered. There are also mortgages available of 
up to 80% loan-to-value, with interest rates 
from as little as 2.3%. 

Other residences in Flaine currently offering 
apartments for sale are Le Panoramique, also 
with pool and spa and where two-bed 
examples are available from €278,000 with a 
guaranteed rental yield of up to 4.2% net, and 
Les Terrasses d’Helios, where one-bed 
apartments are available from €215,000. �
 

Nick Dowlatshahi is owner and managing director 
of Leapfrog Properties 
Tel: 020 3597 7030 
leapfrog-properties.com

Above: The landscape in Flaine is equally dazzling in 

summer as in winter Facing page: Hiking and cycling 

are among Flaine’s most popular summer activities, and 

the resort is home to sculptures by Picasso and a flurry of 

new developments that include excellent facilities
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Flaine also has a classical 
music academy and puts 
on around 20 concerts a 
year. The resort is known 
for its lively and convivial 
atmosphere and has 
numerous festivals, 
snow sports events 
and a carnival
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AnArchitect’s diary
It’s all in a week’s work for France-based Neil Vesma

Monday
I’ve got a couple of new clients to see this week 
but first up I’m off up to Ian Scott’s site north 
of Périgueux with Pierre, my project manager, 
where we’re hoping to get the job restarted 
after the torrential 
rain of January and 
February brought it to 
a muddy halt. It had 
been like the Somme 
(the French say 
“comme Verdun”), 
with the stonemason’s 
four-wheel-drive 
telescopic forklift 
literally up to its axles 
in viscous grey soup.

We had finally 
called in the 
groundworker to create a hardcore access way, 
but he took one look at it and said “Je connais 
cette terre, y a pas de fond, c’est pas la peine.” 
(“I know this soil, there’s no bottom to it, 
there’s no point.”) So the contractors secured 
the site, and went away till it dried out. Today 
it still looks very much the same, but you can 
actually move around the site without your 
wellies staying glued to the planet when you 
try to move your feet. 

Back towards Bergerac afterwards, I’m on 
site with Ivan Pell at his new house, where the 
walls are complete, ready for the roof to go on. 
He’s very excited as he’s just flown in and it’s 
his first chance to get the feel of the 
contemporary building he’s designed. He’s a 
retired architect so we have an almost identical 
approach to building, with just a hint of 
competitiveness between us when it comes to 
getting the picky details right. 

The house is looking very 
sculptural, terracotta brick 
against a hard blue sky, and 
later I sneak a photo of Ivan 
looking reflective, humbled 
even, by what he is in the 
process of creating

When we get there Julien, the maçon, holds 
his hands up to say he’s made a mistake. He 
has built the cantilevered first floor 10cm too 
short, and he can’t undo it without knocking 
down a considerable portion of what he’s just 

put up. Ivan and I try 
to look angry at the 
loss of floorspace, but 
fail. Julien’s a young 
man starting out on 
his own, so we look to 
see what can be done. 
I point out that the 
partitions are drawn 
as 10cm thick but are 
only in fact 7cm, and 
there are two of them 
so that’s already saved 
6cm. Ivan says he can 

live with a dressing room 4cm narrower than 
intended, so we’re safe. Big smiles and relief 
all round.

The house is looking very sculptural, 
terracotta brick against a hard blue sky, and 
later I sneak a photo of Ivan looking reflective, 
humbled even, by what he is in the process of 
creating. I’ll send it to Mrs Ivan so she can see 
what a happy man he is. 

Tuesday 
This morning I’m meeting the Sherlocks, 
Andrew and Helen, who have asked me to help 
out with the renovation of the stone manoir 
they’ve just bought in southern Dordogne. It’s 
like a fairytale castle with four towers and 
three turrets. “Not a bad exchange,” says 
Andrew, “for the price of the semi by the M25 
that we just sold.” Indeed so, though they are 
realistic enough to admit it’s going to cost 
another semi, or possibly two semis, to bring it 
up to scratch. They’ve recently bought it as a 
second home (insert ‘Sherlock homes’ joke 
here) and want professional backup despite 
having already done a renovation in France 
near Sarlat. Andrew tells me it was the stress 
of dealing with the French administration on 
their previous project that turned his hair grey, 
so it’s my turn now. 

We take a turn round the outside so I can 
get my bearings. The main tiled roof has 
sagged between the trusses like a tent in a 
gale, so it’s clear the rafters and the purlins 
supporting them are past their best. Quite a 
few tiles are broken and slipping as well, so 
this part of the roof needs to be redone 
completely. The turrets are in better nick, but 
there are still some slipped slates so repairs 
will be needed here as well.

“How much do you think to do the roof?” 
asks Helen, but it’s not possible to give an 
accurate answer without a lot of calculating so 
I suggest somewhere between half a semi, a 
demi-semi, and a hemi-demi-semi. To get 
accurate prices we need accurate drawings and 
specifications, so I’d better get on with it. 

Works on Ivan Pell’s house 
near Bergerac are in full 

swing, the contemporary 
structure now looking 

very sculptural
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Wednesday
The Sherlocks have been round the block once 
already and so are pretty well organised, but 
the potential client who comes in to the office 
on the off-chance at midday today is somewhat 
less so. Luckily I’m not out lunching clients for 
once, so I’m happy to spend 30 minutes with 
him. He’s fallen in love with, and signed on the 
dotted line for, a tiny cottage in the beautiful 
Vézère valley north of Dordogne, and wants to 
refurbish it and extend it with a pigeonnier 
tower. He has €100,000 to spend on the works, 
and you can get a lot done for that much, but I 
can already hear alarm bells as the Vézère 
valley is one of the most tightly controlled 
areas for planning in the region. I ask him if 
the purchase is subject to planning approval, 
which I would have recommended if he’d come 
to me earlier. “No.” 

I then log on to the planning office’s 
website for their conservation zone map 
and there is his cottage, right in the 

middle of the ZPPAUP, the Zone de Protection 
du Patrimoine Architectural, Urbain et Paysager. 
From past experience I know the planning 
policies for this zone do not allow pigeonniers 
at all, and only grant extensions of 30% of the 
existing floor area. His current floor area is 
50m2, so he will only be allowed 15m2 of 
extension. This equates to one room, 12’ by 
12’6”. I try to soften the bad news for him, but 
policy is policy and I can’t change it. 
He seems in a state of shock 
as he leaves. 

Thursday
It’s always a pleasure to be asked by a French 
couple to work for them. When I’d first spoken 
to M. Patrick I’d presumed he was Dutch as he 
had spoken in good English, though with an 
accent like a Dutchman. But this morning the 
conversation is stilted, until I realise they are 
French and I drop into the language. Things go 
much better. They’ve spoken to a couple of 
French architects but didn’t like their approach 
to the barn conversion they want.

We have a walk round. It’s a fine old barn 
with an unusual pyramid-roofed centre 
section, large and airy with good views to the 
south and west, but very dark due to its square 
footprint. I take the main dimensions with my 
laser and then we talk through what rooms 
they want and what size, and what their 
budget is. It’s realistic, and that’s a relief to all 
three of us. 

I suggest they come over to the office 
tomorrow when I’ll have had the chance to 
think the project through, and I can show 
them how I work and give them some 
references. We shake hands and say au revoir, 
à demain. 

The Sherlocks have bought a fairytale property with four towers 
and three turrets in southern Dordogne for the same price as their 
semi-detached house by the M25

Friday 
Best laid plans and all that; instead of doing 
layouts for the Patricks I get caught up with 
Ivan’s roofer, who needs to sort out steelwork 
details before he can lay the rafters. By the 
time he leaves I’ve only got half an hour to 
rough out some sketches. We need to get light 
into the middle of the barn, and we can do 
that by slicing into the building, at the same 
time creating external terraces sheltered from 
the sun and prevailing westerly wind. Ivan’s 
reflective expression comes to mind: we can 
also reflect light into the building, off a pool or 
lily pond. I’m the one who’s getting excited 
now, and start scrawling in my sketch pad. Oh 
no, they’re here... �

Neil Vesma’s architect’s practice is at Villeréal 
near Bergerac
Tel: 0033 (0)5 53 01 74 20
neilvesma.com

The Patricks’ barn is large and airy and enjoys good 
views, but needs an injection of light
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FPN REAL LIFE

Now in their fifth year of French property ownership, Val Haynes and husband 
Richard recount the sheer joie de vivre of their frequent visits to Yonne

Welcome to Iceland.” Strange, I 
thought we were going to 
France – but my network 

provider still sends this bizarre 
message to my phone each time we 
are mid-Channel!

Just one of the quirky things we 
love about living part-time in France. 
We have had our fermette in a small 
village in the Yonne department of Burgundy 
since November 2011. I remember the day of 
the signing vividly, as it was the first day of the 
Beaujolais Nouveau, and our vendors kindly 
took us out to lunch en route to the notaire’s 
office. In retrospect, it was the jolliest part of 
the day – followed by what seemed an eternity 
signing papers.

Well connected
We first saw our house in March of the same 
year. We had decided on Burgundy as we knew 
the region quite well as a stopover destination 
when travelling to the Alps. It’s a five-hour 
drive from the Channel ports, making a long 
weekend feasible.

It’s also far enough south to benefit from an 
improved climate, it’s historically and 
gastronomically interesting, near the Burgundy 
Canal (wonderful for walking and especially 
cycling) and only an hour away from Paris on 
the non-stop TGV. It was the first house we 
visited, having trawled through many on the 
internet, and it was just love at first sight!

We manage to spend about four months of 
the year there – until recently this was entirely 
governed by school holidays as I was still 
teaching part-time – and we are very lucky that 
my husband Richard can continue his work as a 
financial advisor while there, with modern 
technology allowing him to do everything, 
including conducting face-to-face meetings 
with clients. 

Whatever the stresses back in the UK, 
we only have to arrive in our village 

and open the portail and we feel 
instantly relaxed. We often end up 
doing a bit of gardening before we 
even enter the house – having made 

sure the fridge has been switched on 
to cool our by now obligatory bottle 

of crémant for a Kir Royale on our first 
evening! Then the 
Angelus rings, and we feel 
truly at home. 

I do a lot of gardening 
while Richard is working, 
but we always try to go 
for a walk or cycle in the 
beautiful surrounding 
countryside, and 
thoroughly enjoy our 
leisurely al-fresco meals. I 
think we ate every meal 
outside this summer, with 
home-grown raspberries 
for breakfast well into the 
month of November.

We have a wonderful 
neighbour who is happy 
to come in and water pots 
for us when we are not 
there, which enables me 
to keep all my geraniums, 
dipladenias and oleanders 
going. I absolutely love 
our garden, and besides a lot of hard work 
there is still plenty of time to sit in one of 
several spots chosen for sun, shade or shelter, 
which are amazingly peaceful, and very 
conducive to existential ponderings with just 
the sound of the birds, the bees, and the wind 
in the trees. 

In addition to blackbirds and at least three 
species of tits, we have a family of rouge-queues 

noirs (black redstarts), linnets, nuthatches, 
owls, swallows, house martins and a fauvette 
(one of the warbler family). Its song is truly 
beautiful in early summer. We often see 
buzzards circling overhead and love their cry as 
it reminds us of the mountains. 

I sometimes yearn for the latter, but we are 
only four hours away from our favourite haunts 
in Haute-Savoie and the upper Rhône valley in 

Switzerland. We love the 
undulating hills of 
Burgundy with its historic 
châteaux and abbeys – 
such as the Abbaye de 
Fontenay – and pretty 
villages such as Vézelay 
and Flavigny-sur-Ozerain 
of Chocolat fame. 

The villagers have been 
very welcoming, and our 
French is gradually 
improving. We can get by 
in most situations, but 
A-level French definitely 
does not prepare you for 
discussing roofing 
projects et al! Our local 
artisans make absolutely 
no concessions for the 
fact that we are English, 
and even when we ask 
them to repeat something 
a little more slowly, they 

seem to take great delight in an equally rapid 
repetition. However, I find writing down all the 
new vocabulary we come across really helps.

We don’t have any shops, but the boulanger 
comes every day in his van. Sometimes he 
brings us a croissant aux amandes as he knows I 
am rather partial to one, but will not accept 
any payment – saying ‘c’est pour l’amour’ with 
a wink at my husband! My understanding of 

Whatever the stresses 
back in the UK, we 
only have to arrive in 
our village and open 
the portail and we feel 
instantly relaxed. We do 
a bit of gardening and 
switch on the fridge 
to cool our obligatory 
bottle of crémant. Then 
the Angelus rings, and 
we feel truly at home

Burgundian bliss
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his local patois is improving all the time, but 
there are still some fairly indistinct ramblings 
about ‘le rugby’ among his constant teasing 
about ‘la pluie en Angleterre’, and also 
demands for updates on ‘la Reine’ (as if she 
were personally known to us).

Character features
Our gardening generates much in the way of 
green waste, so frequent trips to the déchetterie 
are an integral part of our week. These are 
hampered somewhat by infrequent opening 
hours interspersed with the odd fermeture 
exceptionelle (naturally) on the most 
inconvenient occasions. However once there, 
more joy to be had.

In charge has been Monsieur Dernière Benne 
– not his real name of course, but having 
greeted us with “Déchets verts?” and received a 
reply in the affirmative, he directs us to the 
dernière benne with a toothless grin, ‘roly’ 
hanging out sideways, and a slight raise of his 
cap, revealing a shiny pale pate contrasting 
with his weather-beaten face. There are 
occasional times of excitement when directed 
to the avant dernière benne or even les deux 
dernières bennes. We lay bets…

Sadly this wonderful character is now en 
retraite, and has been succeeded by le jeune. 
Richard had an amusing experience when he 
rolled up one day after the Olympics of 2012 
and was about to unload, when a complete 
stranger approached him, nodded towards the 
GB plate and simply said “La Reine en parachute 
– magnifique!” before going about his business.

There are one or two other characters for 
whom we have affectionate nicknames, 
including Madame Pantoufle (as she appears at 
the bread van in her slippers come rain or 
shine) and Père Noël (so called because of his 
hairstyle and white beard). Imagine our delight 
when we saw him in the local gazette actually 
portrayed as Père Noël.

On the subject of Christmas, we are amused 
by the decorations that appear in some of the 
local villages, with Father Christmasses 
apparently hanging by their necks in a most 
uncomfortable manner from the eaves of 
buildings. The extraordinary thing is that these 
are often still in evidence in June…

As a professional musician in my working 
life, it has been important to find musical 
events in the area, and we have the wonderful 
‘Musicancy’ which brings a series of excellent 
concerts to the stunning Renaissance château 
in our neighbouring village of Ancy-le-Franc. 
There is also the annual music festival in 
Noyers-sur-Serein – a medieval village and one 
of France’s Plus Beaux Villages – which has 
professional concerts of a very high standard as 
well as masterclasses for advanced students, 
which are worth a visit in themselves.

In addition there are numerous and varied 
amateur concerts and events which we try to 
attend. In a lighter vein, Ancy also hosts a 
series of ‘Apéro Concerts’ on Wednesday 
evenings during July and August, for which 
tables are set up in the Place du Marché and 
everyone can congregate and eat and drink 
while listening to the bands. These are usually 

hugely enjoyable events – I often think our 
social life is better in France.

We are fortunate to be surrounded by several 
excellent restaurants in Chablis and other 
villages which serve Burgundian specialities 
such as oeufs en meurette, boeuf Bourguignon 
(of course!), the ubiquitous escargots and a 
delicious coupe Dijonnaise. There are also 
fabulous local cheeses – notably Époisses, 
Soumaintrain and Chaource – and of course we 
are not exactly starved of choice of superb 
wines here. On a half-hour journey to our 
chosen venue we see few cars, but have 
sometimes seen a family of sangliers (wild 
boar) dashing across the road.

We are cordially greeted in our favourite 
establishments, but our French hosts do have a 
slight problem pronouncing our name, which 

Facing page: A side view of the Haynes’ house and a corner of their garden through the arch
Above, clockwise from top: Roses over the door of the ‘grange’; one of the two ‘salons’; the Poppy Room in the 
‘maison d’amis’; Valentine’s Day in the kitchen; pots of scarlet geraniums adorn the exterior steps

has caused us much private amusement – “Ah 
bonjour, Monsieur et Madame ‘Aynes” – with just 
the wrong amount of emphasis on the last 
syllable. It makes us smile every time. 
Alternatively, our surname is pronounced like a 
certain brand of baked beans.

All too soon it is time to pack up the house 
for our next visit. We try to go every six to eight 
weeks throughout the year, spending as much 
time as possible there in the summer. Much as 
it is always a wrench to leave, we have our 
favourite coffee stops en route to the ferry, with 
the Aire de Darvault topping the ratings for the 
best coffee ever. We then enjoy the relatively 
empty French roads on our drive to the port, 
where vast numbers of Norbert Dentressangle 
lorries (the Eddie Stobarts of the Gallic roads) 
have already congregated. Vive la France! �
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Having looked last month at fire-proofing 
your home and the installation of smoke 
detectors, this second article focuses on 

chimney maintenance and garden bonfires at 
your home in France. There are several laws 
with which you should comply, and you should 
be aware of any risks and consider 
improvements that could be made to ensure 
the safety of you and your family.

Chimneys
Within the property, plasterboard around a flue 
and flue liner should also be the pink, 
fire-resistant type. If you are ‘dry lining’ around 
an old stone or brick chimney it is good 
practice to use the pink plasterboard as a soot 
fire could spread into the house through the 
joints. A new chimney flue can be constructed 
in specially designed terracotta blocks and 
should have stainless steel flue liner (either 
rigid or flexible) running the whole way from 
the fire to the top of the chimney.

You may have seen the glass doors of an 
insert or wood-burning stove black up with 
sooty smoke. This is because the air at the top 
of the flue is much cooler than that within the 
fire and stops the fumes leaving the chimney, 
thus causing the glass to blacken and also 
reducing the temperature of the burning wood 
resulting in a large amount of unburned ash.

It was once thought to be satisfactory just to 
fit flue liner for a metre or so above the fire. 
Then it became popular to line the full length 
of the chimney and fit a blanking plate at the 
top with a short flue protruding through. The 
cavity between the chimney walls and the flue 
liner was often ventilated through the walls, 
allowing warm air to enter and heat the rooms 
above the fire.

Both of these systems – which can still be 
found in many houses – are now known to be 
inefficient, and the soot collected within a 
chimney that is not fully lined can ignite and be 
a fire hazard.

All new installations must have fully lined 
flues and some ventilation, and the cavity 
between the flue walls and flue liner should be 
insulated with a non-flammable material. The 
insulation enables the temperature at the top 
of the flue to remain almost the same as that 
within the fire, meaning the wood will burn at 
a higher temperature. Furthermore, more 
wood will burn which is more efficient and 
economical, and there is the added benefit of 
the glass doors remaining transparent.

The top of a chimney should be at least one 
metre above the roof ridge, allowing an 
undisturbed passage of air to flow over it and 
create a suction, drawing the fumes up the 
flue. Think about this when siting a new 
woodburner and flue. If the chimney is on a 
side wall by the eaves, for example, the 
chimney would have to be very tall in order to 
clear the ridge.

No smoke
without fire
In the second of a two-
part series on protecting 
your French home from 
the risk of fire damage, 
John Marshall steers you 
through the regulations 
for chimneys and bonfires

PART
TWO

Above: The burning of garden waste is generally 
forbidden in France, but in rural areas it is 
permissible at certain times if the waste has not 
been chemically treated 
Below: A new chimney flue should have a stainless 
steel flue liner
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By the eaves, in certain wind directions, a 
vacuum can be created over a low chimney, 
holding fumes in the flue and reducing the 
burning efficiency of the fire, creating 
blackened glass doors etc. A low chimney can 
be made to draw better by fitting a spinning 
cowl, which can be electrically driven if there 
is not enough natural wind to drive it.

Finally, the joint between a chimney and 
the roof is a common source of water 
penetration. The cheapest form of ‘flashing’ 
to seal the joint is cement mortar and tiles, 
but these have a short life before they crack 
and leak. In the long term it is more cost-
effective to fit a non-ferrous metal flashing.

When I first moved to France, I heard what 
I initially thought was an urban myth or 
scam: that the law stated you must have 
chimneys professionally cleaned once a year 
and hold a certificate to prove it has been 
done, or an insurance company could decline 
a claim in the event of a fire. I owned my own 
set of brushes – why couldn’t I do it myself? 
Surely this couldn’t be correct?

It turned out that it’s not just once a year 
that chimneys should be cleaned, but at least 
twice, including once during the season when 
the chimney is in use. It is good practice to 
have chimneys cleaned anyway: it reduces 
the risk of carbon monoxide entering the 
house and prevents the build-up of soot that 

The burning of garden 
waste is generally 
forbidden – if the property 
is in an area where there 
is a collection service or 
a collection point within 
10km, garden bonfires will 
normally be banned and 
contravention is punishable 
by a fine of €450

can be a fire hazard. How many times a year it 
should be done depends upon where you live 
– it is specific to your particular commune and 
decreed by the préfecture. 

It should be done professionally and you 
should keep the certificate proving it until the 
next time the chimney is cleaned. It isn’t just 
your insurer declining a claim that you risk; 
non-compliance is punishable by a fine, and 
though it is only a third-class contravention 
the sum is still €450. How much should you 

expect to pay for a professional clean? In 
rural areas ranges between €40 and €80 – 
though it can be significantly more in large 
towns and cities.

Garden bonfires
The burning of garden waste is generally 
forbidden – if the property is in an area 
where there is a collection service or a 
collection point within 10km, garden bonfires 
will normally be banned and contravention is 
punishable by a fine of €450.

In rural and péri-urbaine areas more than 
10km from a collection point, dry green 
waste that has not been treated with 
chemicals may be burned on one’s own land 
between 11am and 3.30pm during December, 
January and February and between 10am 
and 4.30pm during the rest of the year. 

However, in areas at risk of forest fire, 
there will usually be a decree from the 
préfecture ordering a total ban from, say, 15 
May to 15 October. To be certain, you should 
enquire at the mairie for the rules applicable 
to your particular commune. �

John Marshall is a chartered valuation surveyor 
and ‘expert immobilier’ in 
Languedoc-Roussillon 
Tel: 0033 (0)4 68 20 26 48
johnmarshallsurveys.com

COMING SOON - AUGÉ (DEUX SÈVRES 79) 

A traditional water mill house, character gites, 
stables, lake and land of 100,498m². 

Price 556,400 €

COMING SOON  CIVRAY (VIENNE 86)

Impressive Knights Templar Commanderie dating 
back to C12th, 5 beds + study / 6th bedroom.

Price guide 346,500 €

D8367E  MONTAGRIER (DORDOGNE 24)

A gorgeous renovated Farmhouse with two gites, 
barn, stables and fenced paddocks. 2.3 ha.

Price 499,800 €

R8685E  NONTRON (DORDOGNE 24)

4 bed Perigourdine style newly refurbished, including 
aerothermic heating. Gardens of almost 4,000m².

Price 199,000 € Exclusive agency

COMING SOON NR MUSSIDAN (DORDOGNE 24)

5/6 bedroom farmhouse, with 4 baths, 4 reception. 
Great renovation. Swimming pool & gardens.

Price 405,000 €

L8631  MAUVEZIN (TARN & GARONNE 82)

Utterly charming 2 bed stone house in pretty 12th 
century village. A perfect lock-up-and-leave.

Price 159,000 €

The leading website for property in South West France – www.allez-francais.com  |  biz.allez-francais.com
Over 250 properties in the Poitou Charentes, Dordogne Valley & Gascony  |  Phone 00 33 (0)5 55 28 46 40
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Collect call
Having lived for a time in the Far East, 
Gerry Corran tells the story of 
introducing his Chinese collectables 
to the galleries of the Luberon

It sounds like the start of another 
Provence bucolic fantasy. There 
we were, seated under the 

cloudless sky on our friends’ 
terrace in the village of Rognes, 
east of Salon-de-Provence, a glass 
of rosé in hand.

We were musing over nothing 
in particular – such as the 100th 
anniversary of when the original 
Rognes hillside settlement was 
flattened by an earthquake – 
when our old chum Howard had 
one of his ‘brainwaves’.

“You know our friend André in 
Lauris? He’s got this amazing art 
gallery built into a troglodyte cave 
and is always on the lookout for 
interesting new exhibition ideas. 
What about showing your Chinese 
posters there: you can’t display 
them all at home and they’d look 
great in the gallery.”

He then admitted he’d already 
suggested it to gallery owner and 
artist André Girod, who was taken 
with the idea and was keen to 
meet up to discuss the project.

The perfect escape
My wife Moraine and I spend our 
time between our home in London 
and our maison secondaire in 
St-Rémy-de-Provence, which is a 
small, modern, Provençal style 
house, bought off-plan after 
setting up a site viewing at the 
French Property Exhibition in 
London in 2007.

Equidistant between Avignon 
and Arles, St-Rémy offers the 
perfect escape. Connections from 
the UK are varied. We usually 
drive down, with an overnight 
stop in Burgundy for my favourite 
dish: oeufs meurette. The Eurostar/
TGV to Avignon via Lille or direct 
is a useful alternative if you are 
light on luggage. It is easy to hire a 
car from the station in Avignon, 
leaving a 20-minute drive via the 
local supermarket. You could fly 
from London to Marseille and 
Nîmes, or there are flights to 
Avignon, which is closer but can 
be more expensive.

St-Rémy is big enough to offer 

good year-round facilities: an art 
gallery, museums, a cinema and a 
new events hall, not to mention a 
few dozen restaurants (mainly 
priced for visitors), around 10 
boulangeries, lots of chic boutiques 
in its narrow old streets and bags 
of history.

The site of the Roman 

settlement at Glanum is on the 
edge of town as you drive into the 
Alpilles natural park. After the 
tourists have gone, the seasonally 
packed Wednesday market is 
easier to get around! Property 
prices are what you would expect 
in this part of France: not much 
for less than €300,000, and 
anything substantial with a pool 
more than double that.

Now semi-retired, we live a 
flexible lifestyle, family and 
business permitting. In a former 
incarnation as a journalist, I was 
based in Hong Kong with my 
family for a good part of the 
1990s. We have been avid 
collectors (and are now dealers) of 
vintage advertising items. It was in 
Hong Kong and on our travels 
through China and Macau that we 
acquired our advertising posters, 
combing the street markets and 
antique shops in our spare time.

The artwork-inspired posters 
(affiches in French) date mainly 
from the 1920s and 30s. They 
were to advertise a range of 
different products, from soaps to 
shoes, often featuring traditional 
scenes and mythical events, as 
well as eye-catching depictions of 
glamorous ladies in their tight-
fitting satin cheongsam dresses.

In the earlier posters, the ladies 
looked like men. This is because 
the models were indeed men – it 
was improper for a lady to sit for 
an artist at that time. But as the 
century progressed and things 
became more relaxed socially, the 
artwork became more sexy and 
Chinese 1930s film stars like Ruan 
Lingyu (Lily Yuen), who tragically 
committed suicide in 1931 at the 
age of 24, and Wang Renmei 
adorned posters for products such 
as cigarettes and cosmetics.

Old friends from Rognes (and 
London), Howard and his wife 
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Colette, had visited us a number of 
times in the Far East. Howard was 
taken by the posters even then and 
has a few of his own. They have 
been commuting between London 
and the south of France far longer 
than our eight years.

Needless to say, they have built 
up quite a network of friends and 
contacts. Colette’s French is good 
because she is French – and 
Howard is pretty fluent too, albeit 
with a north London accent! We 
find them a great source of 
concert and event information 
beyond the remit of the tourist 
office in St-Rémy, where we are 
blessed by a background of local 
one-time residents: artist Van 
Gogh, composer Gounod and the 
great ‘predictor’ Nostradamus.

It is amusing to note that a local 
Italian food shop is called ‘Pasta 
Nostra’, a nice double entendre.  It 
is fair to say in Provence, in 
season, there is always something 
going on somewhere, be it a 
concert, exhibition, festival or 
colourful market.

A concert contact
It was at one such event, a jazz 
concert at a château, that our 
friends had introduced us to André 
Girod. He is a larger-than-life, 
octogenarian mosaic artist/expert 
and a ‘grand fromage’ in the 
hillside Luberon village of Lauris, 
set between the working towns of 
Cavaillon and Pertuis. 

The village starts just above the 
plain and twists its way up to the 
château at the top, which is now 
used for exhibitions and events. 
Its terraced grounds act as a 
perfect venue for open-air 
summer concerts. (Incidentally, 
why is it necessary in France to 
thank every official in town before 
any concert can start?)

An initial meeting was set up at 
his gallery, Les Jardins de Magali. 
It is an exhibit in itself, set on two 
levels of a former troglodyte cave, 
offering a unique setting to display 
art. We needed to follow up with 
André a little later in the year, as 
he was about to jet off to Los 
Angeles at the invite of the 
prestigious Getty Museum to 
celebrate another centenary: the 
American acquisition of Roman 
mosaic floors discovered at La 
Tuilière à Villelaure, Vaucluse. 
They are so impressive that I’m 
surprised the French haven’t asked 
for them back.

Armed with some of our 
posters, we met up with André 
and his wife in Lauris in 

November. He was suitably 
impressed with what he saw and 
we were likewise taken by the 
interior of his quirky gallery. A 
date for the exhibition (29 April–9 
May 2016) was agreed and André 
set to work. His idea was to open 
the exhibition to other aspects of 
Chinese art, including modern 
paintings and calligraphy.

The gallery will now house not 
only our posters on the upper floor 
– which has a lower level of 
humidity – but also elsewhere, the 
work of Paris-based Chinese artist 
Jojo Wang will be on display. In 
addition, calligraphy expert/
teacher Weiji Song will be on 
hand, giving demonstrations of 
and tuition in Chinese letter-
writing. André has even secured a 
room at the village château for a 
display of more Chinese art. Lots 
to see and enjoy.

For anyone interested in antique 
collectables, you can really make a 
day of it. As well as the Chinoiserie 
exhibition, there are other places 
well worth a visit. A deviation 
from the road back towards 
Cavaillon can take you to the 
lavender museum at Coustelle, 
which has an excellent display of 
vintage items relating to lavender: 
bottles, advertising, copper 
perfume stills.

A little further to the west (and 
tucked away down a country lane) 
is the fragrance maker and super 
little museum of perfume at 
Graveson. Even the perfumery in 
St-Rémy, Floramé, has an 
impressive collection of vintage 
copper perfume stills on display in 
its atrium.

On our next journey down to 
St-Rémy there will be little room 
in the car for much beyond the 
exhibits. Some of our vintage 
posters will be for sale at the 
exhibition, which may ease the 
burden on the rear axle for the 
return journey! We look forward 
to meeting any French Property 
News readers who are able to 
come along and hope they find the 
posters as fascinating and striking 
as we do. �

For more information about the 
exhibition, contact Les Jardins de 
Magali at jardins.de.magali@gmail.
com or Gerry at bottles@stonies.co.uk

Gerry Corran was a journalist for over 
30 years and now collects, deals and 
writes about antique and vintage 
advertising collectables 
jardins-de-magali.over-blog.com 
stonies.co.uk

The town of St-Rémy-de-Provence is home to a wealth of historic monuments including 

the Musée des Alpilles, Nostradamus fountain and impressive Hôtel de Ville, as well as 

plenty of rustic restaurants along its side streets

For anyone 
interested in antique 
collectables, you 
can really make a 
day of it. As well 
as the Chinoiserie 
exhibition, there are 
other places well 
worth a visit: the 
lavender museum 
at Coustelle or the 
super little 
museum of perfume 
at Graveson
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PROPERTY
BREXIT SPECIAL  How might it affect a property purchase in France?

Estate agents share their opinions

Matthieu Cany
Sextant Properties
While very little is certain if the 
UK were to depart from the EU, it 
is highly likely there would be a 
grace period of around two years 
to organise new arrangements 
and agreements. This may take 
longer, depending on 
negotiations. Back in 2013, David 
Cameron promised to hold a 
referendum on Europe if the 
Conservatives were to hold onto 
power in the 2015 General 
Election. Since their victory and 
thus despite the certainty of a 
European referendum, we have 
just seen a record year with an 
estimated 800,000 sales made in 
2015, as noted by the French 
National Association of Estate 
Agents (FNAIM). Buyers have not 
been waiting around and are 
making the most of current 
market conditions: favourable 
exchange rates, great mortgage 
rates teamed with low prices.

A Brexit would not stop you 
from buying your dream house 
across the Channel; many non-EU 
buyers from as far away as 
Australia and China already buy 
in France undeterred. Whichever 
way the UK votes on 23 June, we 
don’t believe British interest in 
buying French property will be 
dampened, nor do we believe that 
the dream will become 
unattainable or unviable. 

Peter Elias
Allez Français
There is no doubt that the amount 
of publicity that the possible 
Brexit situation is getting is 
putting the brake a little on the 
numbers of UK buyers viewing in 
France at the moment. However, 
there is an awful lot of 
misinformation in the media 
today, and too much 
scaremongering going on.

The truth is that no one knows 
with any certainty what would 
happen if the UK left the EU, and 
equally, nobody knows for sure 
what the future holds if the UK 
stays in the EU. So why the panic? 
Given that there are some 
400,000 British expats living in 
France, and there is also a 
substantial number of French 
expats living in the UK, it is most 
unlikely that we would see the 
drastic changes suggested on 
many forums.

It is important to remember 
that even if the UK were to vote to 
leave the EU, all of these rights 
would have to be covered in a 
successor arrangement.

It is most important for 
potential buyers to keep their eyes 
on the ball in respect of the 
foreign exchange markets. We 
were strongly advising our clients 
to by euros in Q4 of 2015 as the 
pound reached levels of between 

1.40 and 1.44. Those savvy 
clients are now sitting pretty on 
forward trades, and have much 
more bargaining power than 
those who didn’t act, and are 
looking at between 1.26 and 
1.29 currently.

London, remember, is 
frequently described as France’s 
sixth city, so this is a two-way 
street and not just about Brits in 
France. This, for me, is another 
reason why the ‘hype’ of the 
current situation is being 
overplayed. Expats were living in 
France long before the EU came 
along, and they will continue to 
do so, no matter what.

Trevor Leggett
Leggett Immobilier
We have not noticed any 
slowdown in demand from UK 
purchasers. Our pipeline of offers 
accepted and compromis de ventes 
signed is exactly 40% higher than 
this time last year (which was in 
itself a record year).

Our personal view is that even 
if the vote was to leave the EU 
there would be little in the way of 
substantial change for UK citizens 
living in France.

So far, there has been little 
discussion about the approximate 
two million UK citizens currently 

living in other EU member states. 
All independent polls are 

showing that the most likely 
outcome is a vote to stay in.  
However, to be prudent, we have 
outlined below three possible 
scenarios in the unlikely event of 
an exit vote:
1. UK retains membership in the 

EEA (European Economic Area) 
– this means that existing rules 
on freedom of movement would 
still apply.

2. A compromise solution – falls 
short of the existing rules but 
with special arrangement for 
certain citizens (we think this is 
the likely outcome)

3. No agreement between the UK 
and EU. Even given this 
scenario the EU tends not to 
impose visa requirements on 
wealthy countries.

Patrick Joseph
My French House
Brits have been buying and living 
in France for years, even before 
the euro was created, so I don’t 
think it will change much. Tax 
specialists have already said that 
double treaties which are already 
in place will continue to exist. The 
main concerns at this stage are 
the uncertainty and the impact on 
both the euro and sterling. �

Charles Smallwood
Agence l’Union
Whenever a major issue is looming, many people hold off and wait 
to see what happens. However the majority of prospective buyers 
we’ve met feel that they have already waited long enough to find 
their new lifestyle in rural south-west France, where life is still based 
on 40 or 50 years ago – and still will be.

There are, of course, those who are looking to commit further 
ahead in the future and have not necessarily decided to come and 
visit immediately. However, we have a number of English clients 
already requesting viewing appointments, and recently two of the 
visitors who came to The France Show have become seriously 
interested in their chosen dream property – and one has already 
made an offer close to the asking price.

Most people strongly believe that the UK should not leave the EU, 
but if it did happen they would still want to escape to France.

Allan Bright
Limousin Property Agents
The first thing to say to prospective buyers is don’t panic. There 
is much being written on the possible impact of a British vote 
to leave the EU, but in the end whichever way the decision 
goes it will not preclude British people from buying property 
or from living in France. Plenty of non-EU citizens own 
property and live in France and plenty of Brits own property or 
live outside the EU.

Since the date for the referendum was announced, it has 
certainly become a hot topic with some potential buyers, but 
on the whole Brits are still buying despite the referendum 
being just three months away.

Indeed I was speaking to a former client of ours last week 
who has owned a property in France for the last 10 years, and 
visits three or four times a year while still working in the UK. He 
explained that he is intending to vote for a British exit but 
wouldn’t see this impacting on his decision to retire to France 
in three years’ time.

See Agence l’Union and 
Leggett Immobilier at the 
French Property Exhibition, 

13-14 May 2016
fpeyorkshire.com
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CURRENCY
BREXIT SPECIAL  How might the currency markets be affected and what does that 

mean for your money transfer? Matthew Harris examines the evidence so far

While the author of this piece may have 
an opinion on the merits or otherwise 
of a Brexit, this is written as impartial 

and based on market expectations of what I 
consider likely to happen solely in the foreign 
exchange markets in the run-up to and 
aftermath of the referendum on 23 June. 

Political uncertainty is never good for a 
currency, and we have seen sterling suffer 
tremendously over the last few months as the 
Brexit referendum date approaches. I should 
preface this article by stating that before a 
June referendum was announced, sterling had 
suffered a 12-cent drop from over 1.42, 
edging under the 1.30 mark in the preceding 
three months. While that decline was mostly 
due to interest rate expectation adjustments, it 
is likely that the potential for a Brexit also 
weighed on the pound.

Frame of reference
It seems like a long time ago now, but when 
David Cameron successfully renegotiated 
Britain’s membership terms with the 
continent, there was relative optimism, as the 
pound actually rallied on the news by nearly 
2%, challenging the dizzy heights of 1.30 for 
the first time in 2016. 

Over that weekend, we saw the referendum 
announced for 23 June, and MPs and other 
senior business and political figures began to 
take sides. Boris Johnson crucially joined the 
‘leave’ campaign, giving them the political 
credibility in a figurehead lacked by other 
potential candidates such as Farage or 
Galloway, who have struggled to be taken 
seriously by the electorate in previous history.

On that news, sterling began to fall apart, 

challenging fresh lows, with the gains of 2015 
now wiped out. The eurozone has had a Greek 
crisis, undertaken a huge quantitative easing 
(QE) programme, and also lost its peg to the 
Swiss Franc, all of which were major 
contributors to last year’s gains, and the 
effects of all these are now completely over.

If Britain does indeed vote to leave the EU 
and go it alone, most analysts agree that the 
pound is likely to suffer, certainly in the short 
term. Goldman Sachs is suggesting that there 
could be as much as a 20% decline in 
sterling’s value overnight, which would put 
levels near parity in sight, as we saw (but did 
not quite reach) in 2008/2009.

Possible outcomes
While doubt has a long track record of being 
very bad news for a currency, fortunately we 
do have some precedent that we can use to 
develop an idea of what happens next. In 
2014, the Scottish independence referendum 
looked incredibly close to most pollsters in the 
run-up to the event – indeed one poll two 
weeks out suggested that the independence 
campaign was in the lead for the first time. 

That poll came out on a Sunday, and when 
markets reopened on the Monday, sterling lost 
nearly 2% of value across the board, though 
this was quickly recovered when the union 
remained intact. This is slightly difficult to 
compare, as the small arm potentially 
breaking off in the present situation is now 
the UK leaving Europe, and crucially, Scotland 
didn’t have its own currency to measure the 
effects of such a decision. 

We can only assume that if consequences 
were a 2% loss for the larger partner, it would 

be multiplied for the smaller one, with sterling 
likely to suffer even heavier losses against 
other currencies than it would against the 
euro, which would take a small hit itself.

The next event we can look at dates back to 
2010, when Britain found itself without a 
government for a few days following the 
general election that saw the first hung 
parliament in nearly a century. This was very 
much an unknown quantity, and there were 
several outcomes, none of which were 
particularly attractive. 

When it became clear that this result was 
likely as the constituencies announced their 
results, sterling began to slide, dropping from 
1.19 the day before the election to 1.12 the 
day after. Again, this was corrected when a 
coalition was formed, though the pound still 
found itself worse off compared to how it had 
been the week prior to polling day.

From the more recent 2015 election, the 
result was unclear even after the exit poll 
showed the Conservatives making strong 
gains. When their majority was confirmed, 
sterling rallied as the uncertainty and doubt 
surrounding the UK’s political atmosphere had 
been lifted – indeed 2015 was the strongest 
year for some time for sterling, which was the 
strongest major currency throughout the year. 
However, currencies too are not immune from 
gravity and 2016 appears to be the year we 
have to pay the piper.

There have been numerous statistics 
published, mostly by the ‘stay in’ campaign, as 
to the effects of a Brexit, with various 
doomsday scenarios being imagined. The 
biggest headline-grabber to date is that it 
would cost £150bn by 2020, though we are 
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sure the ‘stay in’ camp will unveil projected 
job loss figures too nearer polling day. 

Removing other economic considerations 
from the debate, the likelihood is that if a 
Brexit materialises, sterling is highly likely to 
suffer considerable losses in the aftermath of 
a leave vote, regardless of what the long-term 
consequences are for the currency.

One thing we are also likely to see is the 
markets pricing in any expected outcome – 
down in the event of a leave expectation, up 
in the event of a remain one. If it becomes 
clear that one side or another is likely to 
prevail, sterling is likely to react accordingly. 
However, it is likely that the biggest effect will 
be saved for when the results themselves come 
in, as forecasting recent political events in the 
UK has been difficult at best. 

Forward planning
Given that experts are split on what the result 
is likely to be, the risk of trusting one side over 
another seems rather high. As a result, for 
anyone with a large future currency exposure, 
the question they should be asking has shifted 
from ‘what is going to happen with the result’ 
to something more akin to ‘how do I want to 
manage the currency risk’.

Whether you are selling sterling to buy 
another currency, or have incoming euros or 
dollars to sell back to pounds, you are likely to 
be profoundly affected by this event, and it 

could be a double-digit move. It may be 
tempting to take the risk that the result (and 
market) will both be as you want them, but in 
practice, hope is not a reliable economic tool.

We have seen a significant increase in 
clients employing hedging strategies to protect 
themselves from adverse market movement. 
Hedging isn’t a technical or scary term, in this 
case it just means contingency planning. The 
most common strategy is to use a forward 
contract, which allows you to lock in the 
exchange rate at the current level, then when 
you need to use the currency, that is the rate 
you receive. 

Forward contracts aren’t for everyone, and 
you should speak to your account manager 
about the cons as well as the pros before you 

decide to take one out. They normally require 
a deposit of 5%, and if the market moves 
against the direction you have protected, you 
may be required to pay an additional deposit 
or margin call.

If you’re buying a property and have a large 
amount of euros to purchase after referendum 
day, a forward contract will give you the peace 
of mind of knowing exactly how much you 
will have to pay, regardless of where the 
exchange rate sits. Sadly, if the exchange rate 
rises, you will still be locked in at a lower level 
with your forward contract. The purpose of 
this contract is not to speculate on which way 
the market will move, but to eliminate this 
risk entirely and accept the current level.

You can also use other strategies like limit 
orders and stop losses. These allow you to set 
a target (limit) or worst case (stop loss) level, 
so you know your house will not go over 
budget if the market does move adversely. 

All of these tools are offered by most 
currency specialists free of charge, and you 
should talk through each scenario carefully 
with a specialist before you commit to any 
strategy or contract. �

Matthew Harris is Head of Business 
Development for Personal Clients at
Cambridge Global Payments
Tel: 020 7398 5700
cambridgefx.co.uk

If you’re buying a property 
and have a large sum of 
euros to purchase after 
referendum day, a forward 
contract will give you the 
peace of mind of knowing 
exactly how much you will 
have to pay
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LEGAL MATTERS
BREXIT SPECIAL  Matthew Cameron considers the legal implications should 

Britain vote to leave the EU on 23 June

O
n being asked to pen an article on the 
likely legal consequences of a vote to 
leave the EU in the upcoming 

referendum, I thought that it would first be 
important to make a few outline comments in 
what is a rather febrile atmosphere. Working 
within the sphere of French law, it is probably 
of no great surprise that I tend to be pro-
Europe, and I thought it reasonable to declare 
that interest openly now.

Another point worth mentioning is that I 
generally avoid trendy slang terms coined by 
media folk. This is the only time that the term 
Brexit will appear in this piece. Any 
commentary as to the likely impact of an exit 
at this stage is, of course, entirely conjecture. 
Readers will undoubtedly be able to find 
articles declaring the opposite point of view.

Much has already been written and 
discussed in relation to currency market 
volatility. For as long as the UK has retained 
sterling rather than joining the euro there has 
been a substantial amount of fluctuation in the 
exchange rate. The result of a decision to 
withdraw from the EU could indeed be that 
there would be further impact, and it has been 
suggested that sterling would come under 
pressure in that case. Whether that would be 
to any particular reader’s advantage or 
disadvantage would depend in large part on 
whether they are sending money to France or 
converting to sterling. 

Buying in France
Withdrawing from the EU should not result in 
Brits being unable to own, buy or sell property 
in France, or indeed elsewhere in the EU. 
There is little doubt about this point: after all, 
it is well known that many citizens of countries 
outside of the EU, for example Russia and the 
US, already own in France. 

So many Brits already do live in and own 
properties in France that it would be 
unrealistic to expect that to have to change. 
The British wallet will simply be too important 
to risk forcibly closing. Nevertheless, it is quite 
possible that there would be changes in the 
rights of individuals and businesses.

The renegotiation of trade agreements 
might not perhaps be uppermost in the minds 
of a British couple having retired to France. 
This is inevitably where a substantial amount 
of government time and effort would be spent 
in the future, with suggestions as to how long 
the negotiations will take varying over a span 
of many years. 

While such macro-economic questions may 
well not concern the majority of expats, one 
question that they should nevertheless 

consider is whether there will be any impact 
on their immediate and absolute right to work. 
One of the fundamental principles of the EU is 
the freedom of establishment – the right to live 
and work – anywhere within the EU. It could 
be a painful curtailment if that right were 
restricted in any way.

British expats in France will all be fully 
aware of the healthcare rights they enjoy, and 
will understand how such rights are funded. 
One of the threads of the recent debates about 
the proposed withdrawal from the EU is what 
will happen to these rights. Presumably the 
same system would not continue. It could well 
be that healthcare under a new regime would 
become much more expensive for Brits living 
elsewhere in Europe, even for those who have 
paid British National Insurance for the whole 
of their working lives.

Freedom of movement
The freedom to establish anywhere in 
mainland Europe is one of the apparent bêtes 
noires of certain elements of the press, with 
incessant references to all those ‘eastern 
Europeans’ who come over to Britain. Yet this 
is the same right, enshrined by the Treaty of 
Rome (the founding agreement of the 
European Union), that allows Brits to live 
permanently in France without having to apply 
for permission to do so.

For many years Europeans have no longer 
needed a visa to enter France, nor a carte de 
séjour to live there permanently. If we vote as a 
nation to leave the EU, one wonders whether 
we will find it just as easy to pack up our house 

in Britain and move to France permanently. 
Will we start having to apply for an 

American-style ‘Green Card’ before we can live 
and work there? Will we be strictly limited on 
the time we can spend in the country? Will we 
need to submit to a much more rigorous 
process at border controls going forward? For 
those readers who remember EU border 
controls before the institution of the ‘Blue 
Channel’, this thought alone should well be 
enough to send us to the polling station.

One thing that is clear is that the 
implications of the EU Succession Regulation 
(Brussels IV), which came into force in August 
2015, will not change. The UK is already not a 
party to that Regulation. Anyone who has not 
yet looked into whether this has important 
consequences for their wills should do so at 
their earliest convenience.

Looking forward
In the current media frenzy surrounding the 
question of whether the UK should remain in 
or withdraw from the EU, it is inevitable that 
the content of this article, written in March 
2016, will soon be out of date. Nevertheless    
it is perhaps reassuring that, while in a recent 
survey 90% of UK overseas property owners 
were unsure of what the consequences of a 
decision to withdraw from the EU would be,    
a majority of potential future buyers did not 
think that a withdrawal would deter them 
from buying.

Doubtless, if the UK does withdraw then the 
intention would be to negotiate arrangements 
that may resemble those in other European 
Economic Area jurisdictions such as Norway. 
We can only hope that those EU institutions 
and member states still reeling from our 
withdrawal would be prepared to proceed with 
open negotiations that would allow such 
agreements to be established.

Whatever the mood across Europe at that 
point, it is inevitable that successor 
agreements would need to be drawn up, and 
that would be a huge and lengthy negotiation 
process. While few people deny that many EU 
agreements and principles could be reviewed, 
renegotiated or updated, this pro-European 
believes it would be preferable to begin that 
process on the basis of the agreements and 
arrangements currently in force as a starting 
point, rather than ripping them all up and 
starting from scratch, with 27 states 
negotiating against one. �

Matthew Cameron is a partner at Ashtons Legal
Tel: 01284 761233
ashtonslegal.co.uk

Brexit as a clause suspensive 
in the compromis de vente?
It is possible to insert conditional clauses 

(clauses suspensives) into the compromis de 
vente, making the sale of a French property 

dependent, for example, on obtaining a 

mortgage or planning permission for works. It 

has been reported that some buyers have 

now requested that a ‘Brexit clause’ be 

included in the compromis, whereby they 

could pull out of a property purchase without 

losing their deposit should Britain vote in 

favour of leaving the EU on 23 June. Vendors 

are not obliged to accept any conditions 

inserted into the compromis de vente, and 

while it is entirely possible for buyers to add a 

‘Brexit clause’ I think it is highly unlikely that a 

vendor would be prepared to accept it. They 

are more likely to prefer to keep the property 

on the market in the hope of achieving 

another sale.
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MORTGAGES
BREXIT SPECIAL  Would your chances of obtaining a mortgage with a French

lender be affected? Simon Smallwood explains all

In June of this year, the British people will 
have the chance to decide whether the 
United Kingdom should remain a member of 

the European Union. The possibility of the 
so-called Brexit – British withdrawal from the 
EU – is a shadow hanging over the country and 
Europe, sparking much debate and causing 
uncertainty at various levels of society. 

It seems like every time you pick up a 
newspaper in the UK, you are exposed to a 
barrage of predictions and forecasts about  
what things will look like if Britain chooses to 
leave the EU.

If you are currently considering buying a 
property in France, you may well be wondering 
how all of this may affect your plans. At a very 
basic level, if Britain were to leave the EU, it 
would become more difficult to travel for 
leisure between the UK and France. 

Nevertheless, it is expected that such 
potential complications would be ironed out 
relatively quickly, given the number of people 
regularly crossing the Channel in either 
direction on holidays and short breaks. The 
question of red tape linked to travel should 
therefore not unduly concern potential British 
buyers in France.

In this article, however, we’ll be exploring a 
different factor related to the EU referendum. 
More precisely, we’ll look at the potential 
impact that a Brexit may have on the French 
property market, and on your chances of 
obtaining a mortgage with a French lender for 
your purchase.

An uncertain future
First and foremost, the upcoming referendum 
on 23 June has caused an environment of 

uncertainty on a number of levels. This has 
resulted in a slight drop in the number of 
international buyers committing to a new 
purchase of a French property. However, this 
should only be temporary. 

In recent times, the turmoil caused by 
economically disruptive events – the European 
sovereign debt crisis or the Scottish 
independence referendum, for example – has 
resulted in a certain level of caution among 
prospective British buyers in France, although 
interest has remained strong. However, once 
these moments have passed, we expect 
prospective buyers to start committing to new 
purchases. Ultimately, it is the uncertainty 

leading up to the referendum that will delay 
purchases and see the market for British buyers 
in France cool ever so slightly. Once the 
decision has been made, either way, we expect 
to see interest levels return to normal by the 
end of the summer. 

France has been a reliably popular 
destination for overseas buyers for many years, 
and this popularity will not significantly 

diminish overnight. No matter how politically 
and economically significant the referendum is, 
it will not change the British weather! UK 
buyers will still be attracted by the prospect of 
owing their own villa on the sunny Côte d’Azur 
or a chalet in the Alps.

Positives and negatives
It cannot be denied, however, that the 
uncertainty caused by the referendum will have 
some negative effects on the economy. This is 
likely to result in downward pressure on rates 
of interest and inflation within the eurozone. 
And yet this is actually good news for those of 
you considering taking out a French mortgage, 
as interest rates should remain low. 

In early March, the European Central Bank 
had already reduced some of the eurozone 
interest rate indices to below zero, in addition 
to expanding the quantitative easing 
programme and reintroducing the LTRO 
(long-term refinancing operation). This ensures 
that French mortgage rates are at historic lows 
and are likely to increase in the near future. 

Interest rates will have to rise at some point 
in the future and with long-term fixed-rate 
products being very popular in the domestic 
French market, borrowers are currently able to 
fix at around 2.7% over 20 years (lower rates 
are available if a small investment is made with 
the lender). At these levels borrowers are   
likely to look back in 10 years’ time and feel 
that they have a very competitive rate for 
long-term borrowing. 

Another key consideration for UK buyers is 
the pound to euro exchange rate. Any time the 
pound weakens against the euro, potential UK 
buyers see their purchasing power decrease. As 

for more expert advice 
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in or out we have more 
flexibility over our 
monetary policy as we are 
not part of the eurozone 
and are able to determine 
our interest rates
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an example, let’s imagine a UK buyer has 
£250,000 in savings to go towards buying a 
property in France. If the exchange rate stands 
at £1 = €1.30, the buyer has €325,000 to 
spend on the purchase. However, if the 
exchange rate drops to £1 = €1.20, suddenly 
those savings are only worth €300,000. This 
naturally represents quite a significant loss in 
terms of the properties that fall within their 
purchasing budget.

So what does the referendum mean for the 
pound/sterling exchange rate? Unfortunately, 
in the short term it is not good news for British 
buyers. The uncertainty over a potential British 
exit is having a negative effect on the pound, 
which has become weaker in comparison with 
the euro. 

Should the British people decide to leave the 
EU in June, the short-term outlook becomes 
even bleaker. Indeed, the immediate result of a 
Brexit would almost certainly be a further 
weakened pound, and therefore a drop in the 
buying power of UK buyers in France.

However, whether the UK votes in or out we 
have more flexibility over our monetary policy 
because we are not part of the eurozone and 
we are able to determine our interest rates (and 
therefore exchange rate). During the financial 
crisis this allowed the UK’s economy to recover 
more quickly than the eurozone as a whole, 
which had the benefit of strengthening sterling.

To sum up this discussion of the effects that 

the referendum and the potential Brexit are 
having on the exchange rate, the pound is 
likely to suffer in the short term before 
eventually recovering against the euro. So what 
does this mean for your French mortgage?

French mortgage market
In reality, it is the sort of situation where 
making astute decisions over your French 
mortgage can save you precious money in the 
long term. This is because a French mortgage 
can reduce the exposure of British buyers to 
the pound/euro exchange rate and therefore 
the sterling cost of buying in France.

Instead of a buyer transferring the full 
£250,000 at an unfavourable rate, they could 
take out an 80% or even 85% mortgage in 
France. This means that the upfront sterling 
cost of the purchase would be significantly 
reduced, so less of their pound savings would 
need to be transferred into euros at the time of 
the acquisition. 

The buyer can then enjoy the low interest 
rates on the French mortgage, until such a time 
as the pound has recovered against the euro.  
At this point, a second and bigger currency 
exchange can be made, with the remaining 
pound sterling savings transferred into euros  
at a more favourable rate in order to pay off  
the mortgage. 

This was a popular tactic for cash-rich buyers 
during the recent financial crisis, and we have 

already seen some borrowers increasing the 
size of their French mortgage to take advantage 
of this scenario. 

Again, the operation described above would 
only be effective if the buyer chooses to take 
out a mortgage with no early redemption 
penalties. It is therefore all about being astute 
with your decisions, and using the wider 
economic and even political environment to 
your own benefit. 

This, of course, is easier said than done. But 
you need not be alone when facing the 
daunting task of taking out a French mortgage 
in such times of uncertainty. An independent, 
English-speaking specialist on mortgages in 
France will be able to talk you through the 
current economic climate and what is available 
on the French mortgage market. Together, you 
will be able to narrow down the options 
available to you in order to ensure that you  
end up with the right mortgage for your 
particular circumstances. 

In doing so, you may well be able to turn the 
uncertainty surrounding Britain’s referendum 
on membership of the EU in your own favour, 
and take a step closer to that dream purchase 
out in France. �

Simon Smallwood is Joint Managing Director of 
International Private Finance
Tel: 020 7484 4600
internationalprivatefinance.com 
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TAX AFFAIRS
BREXIT SPECIAL  What might the tax implications be if Britain votes to leave the EU? 

Kehinde Dauda considers the possible outcomes

T
he main challenge with trying to predict 
anything about the consequences of the 
UK’s exit from the EU (now universally 

known as Brexit) is we simply do not know 
what kind of agreement the UK will have with 
the remaining EU members post-Brexit. 

Nevertheless it is possible to make some 
educated guesses given what we already know. 
Here, I will be considering the tax and social 
security implications of Brexit, in particular for 
UK expats in France or those owning second 
homes in France.

What is not likely to change?
The first two years

Prime Minister David Cameron has stated that 
if the UK votes to leave the EU, the government 
will not be entering further negotiations in 
order to remain. Article 50 of the EU Treaty 
would be invoked: the British government 
would notify the European Council of its 
intention to withdraw from the EU and 
negotiations would begin to come to an 
agreement on the UK’s future relationship with 
the remaining members. 

If an agreement is reached before two years, 
the EU will cease to be a member of the EU 
from the date agreed. If an agreement is not 
reached within two years, the UK would only 
continue to be a member of the EU if the UK 
and the other EU members agree unanimously 
to extend the two-year limit.

Commentators have stated that two years is 
a short time when it comes to agreeing trade 
agreements – the trade agreement between the 
EU and Canada began in 2009, concluded in 
2014 and it may come into effect this year.

The UK could therefore cease to be a 
member of the EU within the next two years, 
but it should not come as a big surprise if it 
remains in the EU for several more years.

Taxes (except VAT)

Tax laws are generally determined by the 
individual member states, and as long as they 
do not contravene the overriding EU principles 
such as freedom of movement of people and 
goods, they are not usually affected by the EU, 
with the notable exception of VAT (see below).

National tax laws can be overridden by 
double tax agreements. Both France and the 
UK have double tax agreements with many 
countries, including with each other, covering 
income tax and capital gains tax. However 
these double tax agreements do not depend on 
EU membership.

We should not expect any real impact on 
income and capital gains tax as a direct result 
of Brexit. Other taxes which should not be 

affected as a direct result of Brexit include: 
inheritance tax, local property taxes (taxe 
d’habitation, taxe foncière) and stamp duty on 
property purchases.

What is likely to change?
VAT

VAT for EU members is essentially an EU tax. 
Although it is collected by the individual 
member states, the rules governing VAT are 
determined at EU level.

If the UK left the EU, we can assume it would 
no longer be bound by the EU VAT rules. 
Subject to whatever agreement is concluded 
upon exit, the goods and services provided by 
the UK to the remaining EU members would be 
classed as exports. 

This may mean UK exporters would have to 
pay import VAT when exporting to the EU. On 
the flip side, UK tourists visiting the EU may be 
able to reclaim VAT they pay on goods 
purchased in the EU; although import VAT may 
be due in the UK if they bring those goods back 
to the UK.

For private individuals, VAT is usually just    
a hidden cost of goods they purchase and they 
don’t have to worry about the associated 
paperwork. It is therefore businesses that will 
bear the brunt of the potential VAT shake-up 
post Brexit. 

Social security

Social security covers areas that are of 
importance to many people who will be 
affected if Britain leaves the EU, such as access 
to healthcare and pensions. In my view, social 
security is the area where individuals are most 
likely to feel the effects of Brexit. Initially there 
will be uncertainty as individuals wait for what 
will replace the current system, followed by 
possible upheaval depending on what 
agreement is reached between the UK and the 
remaining EU members.

We have heard that the UK may remain in 

the European Economic Area (EEA) like 
Norway, Iceland and Liechtenstein. If that is 
the case, it is not likely we will see major 
changes because the EU social security 
legislation extends to EEA countries. My feeling 
is that joining the EEA will not meet the 
demands of the ‘leave’ campaigners given that 
this solution does not really address some of 
their gripe with EU membership, such as 
freedom of movement of people, access to 
social security benefits and contributing money 
to the EU.

We need to seriously consider that the UK’s 
social security relationship with the remaining 
EU members could resemble what is in place 
with other nations. While I would not expect 
there to be visa requirements for holiday visits, 
we should prepare for the following scenarios:

• Those currently working in France may 
have to apply for work permits in order to 
remain in France

• It may not be so easy to retire to France in 
future and current retirees may not be able to 
remain in France indefinitely – they may have 
to demonstrate that they can support 
themselves financially

• Restrictions to access to the French state 
healthcare system

•Under current EU rules, periods of work 
abroad in other EU countries are taken into 
account when determining eligibility for State 
pension – this may end.

The reality is that British people living in 
France will most likely face a period of 
uncertainty as regards their status and rights 
which they currently enjoy automatically by 
virtue of UK’s EU membership. In order to 
retain some of these rights, those who have 
been living in France long term (over five 
years) and who wish to continue living in 
France may want to consider applying for 
permanent residence or French citizenship. �

Kehinde Dauda is owner of Greenwich 
Taxation Services
Tel: 020 3651 0016
greenwichtax.co.uk

Both France and the 
UK have double tax 
agreements with each 
other covering income and 
capital gains tax, and these 
double tax agreements 
do not depend on EU 
membership
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Cash or mortgage for my French property?
I intend to buy a property in France this year 

and have sufficient funds to be able to buy it 
in cash, but should I consider taking out a 

French mortgage instead? What would the 
advantages be?
Jennifer Crew

Sharon Hill of French Mortgage Direct 
(frenchmortgagedirect.com) replies:
Without knowing more about your 
personal situation it’s difficult to 
advise, as everyone’s situation is 
different and there could be reasons 
more particular to your situation to 
bear in mind. However, there are 
some general points that you can 
factor in when making your decision.

First of all, know that it is very difficult – if 
not impossible in most situations – to withdraw 
equity from a French property through a 
mortgage or remortgage. Equity release is not 
part of French banking culture and the lenders 
here are very suspicious of individuals wishing 
to do it and tend not to offer it. Of the few 
lenders who do offer it, it’s only available in very 
strict circumstances and is difficult to qualify for. 

We receive numerous enquiries throughout 
the year from people who have purchased with 
cash but then, a few years down the line, realise 
they would like to recuperate that cash and 
mortgage the property. Obviously they are very 
disappointed when they learn that this isn’t 
possible, especially as it is so easy to do in the 
UK – it doesn’t even cross their minds that it may 

not be possible in France. 
Therefore, you really need to be 
certain that you won’t need any of the 

cash that you would be using to 
purchase the property in the future 
(short or long term). Have you got 
enough savings set aside after the 

purchase to complete any 
renovations either in France or to your 

main home, or to cover any emergency 
situations such as ill health or a higher than 
expected tax bill? If not, then you most definitely 
should explore taking a French mortgage as the 
only way to release your money from the 
property further on would be to sell it. 

Secondly, and again depending on your 
situation (age, personal finances etc), you may 
prefer to take a French mortgage due to the low 

interest rates that are currently on offer. For 
example, interest rates are as low as 1.55% fixed 
for 15 years or 1.85% fixed for 20 years (correct 
at the time of writing). It could be possible for 
you to earn higher interest rates by investing 
your cash in a savings scheme or investment 
plan as opposed to a French property.

Another point to consider is that if you would 
be earning any income from the French 
property, you would be able to write off the 
mortgage costs against income tax on the rental 
income due. This wouldn’t be possible if you 
paid for the property with your cash savings. 

Finally, and while not directly mortgage 
related, you do need to consider exchange rate 
fluctuations: if the rate is bad at the time of 
purchase, will you have enough savings if the 
exchange rate fluctuates heavily from between 
the time you decide to purchase and the time of 
completion? A French mortgage can help you 
limit your risk to a smaller, monthly amount 
which may be more attractive, especially in 
times of currency fluctuation and uncertainty.

In all cases, I would highly recommend 
seeking personalised advice before reaching the 
decision that’s right for you.

It is very difficult to 
withdraw equity from 

a French property 
through a mortgage 

or remortgage
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Get in touch!
Ask your questions about French property or life in France...
Email: rachel.johnston@archant.co.uk or write to: 
Rachel Johnston, FPN, Cumberland House, Oriel Road, Cheltenham GL50 1BB. 
Alternatively, you can post your question on our Facebook page

Forward contracts: 
what’s the deal?
I’m planning to buy a house in France in the near future and 
during my research I’ve come across several references to using 
forward contracts. When should I consider using one of these 
and how is the forward rate calculated? 
Harry Lewis

Joshua Privett, Senior Executive Dealer at 
currencies.co.uk, replies:
Many find themselves in a similar position 
to you when on the road to purchasing a 
property in France.

You’re serious about buying, you have a 
good idea of what sterling budget you 
have to work with, and so, in order to 
calculate which properties are in your budget, 
researching currency suddenly jumps to the top of 
your to-do list.

To avoid your budget changing on a second-by-second basis as 
pound to euro exchange rates rise and fall, a forward contract 
allows you to fix an exchange rate at its present level for a 
pre-determined length of time specified by you. This is used most 
commonly when a desirable rate of exchange is hit, or when 
further falls for euro exchange rates could be expected. 

Fixing the rate with a small deposit allows you to move forward 
on essentially a ‘buy now, pay later’ policy. You set the date at 
which you would like to complete on the contract, and the rest of 
your sterling can sit in your account accruing interest – or you can 
wait for the funds to be released from a property sale, mortgage 
or savings account.

A forward contract is very straightforward to use, with the rate 
calculated for you by your currency broker and secured during a 
single phone call. The rate is then guaranteed for the length of the 
contract that you set, meaning you will not get any nasty surprises 
should the exchange rates fall.

It is worth noting that the longer you wish for your contract to 
remain open, the lower rate of exchange you will achieve. These 
differences are minor and account for only fractions of a cent, 
caused by the difference in interest rates between the two 
currencies, which are unavoidable.

But with average swings of 1.5-2 cents between the high and 
the low of each day for euro buying rates, the gains that can be 
made by securing your currency at a competitive rate on a 
forward contract far outweigh the drawback of the marginally 
lower exchange rate.

Forward contracts are very rarely an option offered from the 
banking world to their retail clients. Combined with the significant 
savings and experienced assistance offered by specialist currency 
exchange companies, it may be worth discussing your 
requirements with such a company, who can help you make an 
informed decision as to whether or not a forward contract is the 
right option for you.

After all, buying in France should be an exciting process – and 
one of the main benefits offered through a forward contract is 
peace of mind!

I have a property in France which is currently rented, although I 
have given the tenant notice and requested they move out by the 
end of the year so that I can put it up for sale in 2017. Although 

there is still some time before the tenant is required to move out, are 
there any possible complications that could arise should they be 
unable to find another property to rent before the end of the year? I 
believe there is a law in France that says you cannot force someone 
out of a property between October and March. Is this the case, and 
could this cause issues if they have not found a property by October 
even though I have given more than the standard period of notice? 
Name supplied

Bilingual solicitor Sean O’Connor 
(seanoconnor.co.uk) replies:
A notice to quit must be served six months in 
advance, and it must be served by a court 
bailiff. A letter sent by tracked and signed-for 
mail is not sufficient. So if the expiry date of 
the lease says 31 December 2016, the notice 
to quit must be served by the Court Bailiff on 
the tenant by 30 June 2016 at the latest.

The only lawful reasons for refusing renewal of the lease are:
(a) significant failure by the tenant to comply with the lease terms;
(b) that you intend to occupy the premises yourself for your own use;
(c) that you intend to sell the property. In this latter case, your notice to 
quit must offer to sell the property to the tenant at the price of the 
intended sale to the third party.  

Unless the tenant agrees to go quietly, you will need a local French 
advocate to see through the whole quitting process. You are correct 
that the tenant cannot be forced to quit between October and March. 
Before the final order to quit is issued by the Court, it will be necessary 
to obtain a report from the DASS (Direction des Affaires Sanitaires et 
Sociales) as to where the tenant is going to move on to.

Quitting time on 
long-term tenancy

A notice to quit 
must be served six 
months in advance 
by a court bailiff
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This restored three-bedroom country house is 
7km from amenities, €278,000, Ref: 375561

A handsome six-bedroom ‘maison de maître’ 
with pool, €850,000, Ref: 341437

Save Splurge

A centrally-located village house walking 
distance from amenities, €60,000, Ref: 378701

This ‘chambres d’hôtes’ is popular with walkers, 
cyclists and skiers, €535,000, Ref: 336266

Renovate Earn

This month’s visit to our 
market-leading French 
property website

Spotlight onBuy a...

Topographically, Hautes-Pyrénées is a 
department of two halves, 
comprising flat agricultural land in 

the north and mountains to the south. 
It has a strong Spanish influence as well as 
a handful of small ski resorts. The 
department is a nearly-permanent fixture 
on the Tour de France routes.

Capital: Tarbes
Sitting on the plain of the Adour river, 
Tarbes has an important military heritage 
with an eight-acre stud (the Haras 
National) and an old arsenal. Today 
industry is focused on railway construction 
and aeronautics, and the town is also a 
thriving centre of education. Art Nouveau 
buildings line the Rue Maréchal-Foch and 
Rue Bertrand-Barrère and there are 
numerous attractive squares and fountains.

Highlights
The 800m-wide Cirque de Gavarnie, an 
amphitheatre-like valley created by glacial 
erosion, is a must-see – as is the Pont 
d’Espagne near Cauterets. Hikers can 
wander the cols of the Pyrénées National 
Park and enjoy views from the Pic du Midi 
de Bigorre at 2,877m. Also don’t miss 
Maubourguet, a pretty market town, and 
the jazz festival at Luz-St-Sauveur.

Local specialities
The department is famous for Tarbais 

beans – white beans originally from South 
America and present in soups and 
cassoulets everywhere (order the delicious 
garbure). Also locally revered is the Noir de 
Bigorre, a cured ham. There are Pyrenean 
cheeses such as Tomme, and gâteau à la 
broche, a cone-shaped cake constructed in 
layers on a spit. Madiran wine will appeal 
to lovers of full-bodied reds.

Access
– By air: Lourdes-Tarbes-Pyrénées
– By TGV: Tarbes is 6h from Paris
– By road: Tarbes is 1,110km from the port 
and Channel Tunnel at Calais

Climate
– Average annual temperature (Tarbes): 
7.6°C/17.6°C
– Average annual rainfall: 1,047.4mm
– Average annual sunshine hours: 1,951.2

Average property prices
Haute-Pyrénées department: €131,000
– Argelès-Gazost (€143,500)
– Bagnères-de-Bigorre (€120,000)
– Tarbes (€135,000)

.com

Hautes-Pyrénées

In a desirable location close to the leisure 
lakes of Haute Charente, this property has 
excellent B&B potential with its three 
bedroom suites and two attached barns. 
What’s more: it’s been recently reduced in 
price by €28,000.  
Ref: 345711

This established four-bedroom guesthouse 
overlooks the River Aude in the town of 
Espéraza, Languedoc-Roussillon. It has been 
running for eight years and is sold with its 
forward bookings. The airport at Carcassonne 
is just 45 minutes’ drive away. 
Ref: 356428

Situated at the heart of Le Lude in the Loire 
Valley, this restored 17th-century property is 
run as a guesthouse with six en-suite 
bedrooms. It boasts a private walled garden 
with dining terrace and a large roof area of 
120m2 offering further potential.  
Ref: 366050

€268,325

guesthouse

€357,000

€472,000

NEW REGIONS ON FPS!
The FPS website has now been updated with 

France’s new merged regions and a new map,   

to make your property search even easier
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To advertise on the site call 0044 (0)1242 264750

Modern converts
We choose three new-build properties in case history isn’t your thing

Having lived in the 
mountains in France I 
ought to be a better skier 

than I am – and by that I mean I 
ought to have hit the slopes at 
least once in my life. The thing is 
that I’m just more après-ski than ski. They do 
say you’re never too old to learn though, and 
owning a pied-à-terre on the piste would 
certainly provide plenty of opportunities to give 
skiing a go. This two-bedroom apartment 
priced at €518,994, is part of a development of 
seven ski-in, ski-out apartments in Les Gets, 
currently being sold off-plan. Each comes with  
a terrace, private storage and a parking space, 
and all amenities are within walking distance. 
Ref: 360199
Vicky Leigh, Deputy Editor

Sometimes the thought of 
moving into a brand new, 
cobweb-free abode with no 

prior history or cupboarded 
skeletons can be refreshing. This 
one near Juillac in Corrèze is just 
waiting for the new owner to make their mark 
on it, with four bedrooms, three bathrooms 
and a fabulous covered terrace overlooking 
the Limousin countryside.

Another common benefit of a new-build is a 
good energy rating – and this property has 
geothermal heating to ensure its rating is 
particularly high, plus a new septic tank and 
an acre and a half of land. It’s on the market 
for just shy of €300,000. 
Ref: 374395 
Rachel Johnston, Staff Writer

If you like the idea of having a 
bolt-hole on the Riviera, this 
two-bedroom ground-floor 

apartment in Antibes is a very 
convenient 13km from Nice 
airport, and once you get there 
it’s a mere 250m from the seafront in Juan-les-
Pins, which means you could be on the beach 
in no time at all. The price is attractive too, 
having recently been reduced from €482,000 
to €445,000. The open-plan kitchen and living 
area leads out to a spacious terrace with lovely 
views, and there’s also a small garden. You 
could rent it out to tourists should you be keen 
to generate an income, but then again you 
might prefer to keep it all to yourself.
Ref: 378382
Karen Tait, Editor

DID YOU KNOW...

Don’t forget to Like our France Property Shop 
Facebook page and see our daily property picks!

You can also buy a farm or
smallholding on France Property Shop?
With a population density of just 121 people per 
square kilometre compared with the UK’s 267, 
there’s more than enough land to go around in 
France – and with its famed rural beauty, it can 
be a thoroughly rewarding place to run a farm or 
smallholding. Here are four exciting options – 
but before you book a viewing, don’t forget to 
read up on the practicalities of purchasing and 
running a farm in Samantha Bottomley’s article 
on page 40. €480,000

€1,900,000€399,000

Left: A smallholding in Hautes-Pyrénées on five acres 
of flat land on a river plain, with excellent potential for 
a productive market garden plus stables, piggeries and 
hen houses; Ref: 375318

Middle top: A beautifully appointed house in a quiet 
rural hamlet in Calvados with gîte and a two-acre 
lavender farm; Ref: 372744

Middle bottom: Your options are wide open with 
this cluster of barns and farm buildings to restore in 
Dordogne, which come with a vast 27 hectares of land 
and two ponds; Ref: 370623

Above: With 110 hectares of organic farmland 
enriched by compost over several years, this impressive 
stone house in Gers (plus separate ‘pigeonnier’, in all 
totalling eight bedrooms) is for those seeking a serious 
farming venture; Ref: 260948

Team FPN’scoup decoeur

€325,000



 Interested in 
buying in France?

- Browse from hundreds of properties for sale throughout all regions of France

- Attend the free and informative seminar programme covering all aspects of buying in and moving to France

- Get free advice from the legal, financial, tax and currency experts

The largest, most informative 
French property event in the UK

Wetherby Racecourse, Yorkshire  
13th - 14th May

Register for FREE TICKETS at www.fpeyorkshire.com
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MONTHInteriors: Paris, je t’aime 
An array of items to inject a bit of the                
French capital into your home

Food & drink: Bountiful Burgundy 
A round-up of delicious wine-related events 
across this eastern region

French lessons 
Put your language skills to the test with our 
entertaining puzzles

Your photos 
Celebrating life and times in France through 
your camera lens

Rural Riddles 
Our countryside correspondent solves more of 
your pastoral problems

Reviews 
A trio of guides: for car enthusiasts, for history 
and mystery lovers and for the market mad

JOIE de VIVRE
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YES! Please send me one year’s subscription (six bi-monthly magazines  

and audio CDs for £89.00) to Bien-dire Audio Magazine + 1 extra FREE issue! 

� I enclose a cheque, made payable to Languages Direct Ltd, for £89.00

OR Please debit the following credit card for the sum of £89.00 only:

Maestro/Mastercard �    Visa Debit �   Visa �   AMEX �

Subscribe Today!

30 day money-back guarantee

Outside the UK:
Languages Direct Ltd,  
Spike Island, 133 Cumberland 
Road, Bristol, BS1 6UX, UK 

LIVING FRANCE MAGAZINE SPECIAL OFFER

Please send your completed order form (no stamp needed in the 
UK) together with payment to:

Languages Direct Ltd
Freepost, RSKB-KSKR-LYLU
Bristol, BS1 6UX

Delivery: Your first issue of Bien-dire should be with you within 10 days of receiving your order. 

If you have added Bien-dire Plus to your order, your log-in details will be sent promptly to your 

designated email address. If you do not wish to receive mailings of offers or services from other 

companies carefully selected by Languages Direct Ltd, please tick this box.

Card number         Card Expiry date _ _ /_ _ /_ _  Card CCV code

Title               First name             Surname

Address 

  Postcode        Country

Telephone                 Email

Spanish or Italian Speaker? Ask for details of our Spanish and 
Italian Audio Magazine Punto y Coma and Tutto italiano. 
To see our full range of excellent language learning materials 
including German, Spanish, Italian courses and more, 
visit www.languages-direct.com Media ref: FPN516

French Property News SPECIAL OFFER

Order Bien-dire TODAY by calling FREE on 0800 141 2210 

(UK only) In the US call +1-866-467-4946 Rest of the  

world call +44 117 927 2236 or visit our website at  

www.languages-direct.com/FPN516 and as an  

exclusive offer to France Magazine readers you will  

get an extra issue FREE worth over £16!

The audio magazine from France for learners of French brought to you by Languages Direct

Lively, relevant, entertaining
Published six times a year, Bien-dire not only helps you improve your 

fluency, it also helps you understand what it is to be French. The 52-page 

magazine is packed full of lively articles and in-depth interviews about 

France and French culture. There are regular features on a range of topics 

including travel, business, the arts, cinema, politics, sport, cuisine, popular 

culture, plus profiles on leading personalities and issues making the news.

Keep your French up to date
Alongside each article in French, key words and phrases are glossed 

into English. Every feature is carefully chosen and graded for difficulty 

so you can assess your progress. Each article will keep you up to date 

with idiomatic expressions as well as practical information.

�  Speak French with confidence by learning
 French as it’s really spoken
�  Improve your vocabulary and listening comprehension
�  Improve your cultural I.Q.
�  Lively, relevant and up-to-date content
�  Take advantage of on-going, portable and flexible learning

Extra issue FREE  
worth over £16 when  
you subscribe today!

Bien-dire: Key Benefits

FRENCH PROPERTY NEWS

Understand French as it’s  
really spoken
The accompanying audio CD is the perfect tool for  

improving listening comprehension and building confidence  

in speaking French. Put together by a team of professional 

narrators, each 60-minute CD provides well-paced  

readings of the key articles from the magazine, together  

with pronunciation and intonation exercises. The audio  

component of the subscription will enable you to improve 

significantly your ability to understand French as it’s really spoken.

Bien-dire Plus, Extra
Grammar Practice
For those who want to take their study further, the features in the magazine 

also form the basis of extensive comprehension and grammar exercises as 

part of Bien-dire Plus, a new, optional, study supplement. Accessible from a 

computer, tablet or mobile browser, the exercises in Bien-dire Plus are truly 

interactive with the user able to click on the answer button at any time. You 

can add Bien-dire Plus to your subscription to Bien-dire for just £29.99.

Speak French as it’s really spoken
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A mini industrial pendant light in 
‘Parisian bronze’ finish. Perfect for a 
loft-styled interior. 
£110, alexanderandpearl.co.uk

This French-style garden 
bistro table makes a lovely 
setting for dining à deux or 

just for a place to sit and rest 
with a cuppa. 

£282, miafleur.com

We love this bistro-style printed blind... 
and it’s made to measure for any window. 
£105, artylicious.co.uk

Create the image of a Parisian 
perfumerie with these 
vintage-inspired glass 
bottles, ideal for any lotions 
and potions. 
From £12.50, 
sweetpeaandwillow.com

Follow our interiors board: 
Pinterest.com/
frenchpropnews/interiors

je t’aimeParis,

La Tour Eiffel makes its bold 
mark on this eye-catching 
cotton cushion. 
£18.50, 
alhambrahome.co.uk

A cute limited-edition Paris poster by illustrator Amélie Biggs 
Laffaiteur, featuring all its iconic landmarks. 
€39, laffichemoderne.com

The 
Fairfield 

Paris clock 
will look posh 

in any kitchen, 
dining room 

or study. 
£31.95, one.world

A high-quality print from an 
original illustrated map of 
the capital. Each print is 
glazed, cut into a signature 
heart shape and mounted 
proud of the textured 
watercolour paper behind it.
£45, in-spaces.com

Never has Paris’ nickname as the 
City of Light been more 
appropriate. Just pop a candle 
inside this vellum shade and 
dream of the city skyline wherever 
you are.  
£18.50, thedesigngiftshop.com

There are many ways to inject a bit of 
the French capital into your home – 
here are some of our favourites

‘Le Pompadour’: an elegant, 
hand-carved chest of drawers for 
your boudoir, finished in 18-carat 
gold leaf.
£679, newtonsfurniture.co.uk

Nip out to the
shops with this stylish

straw basket, but keep it on 
display in the home 

too – it’s too good to 
shut in a cupboard. 
€70, bymatao.com
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5  May
Saveurs de Vignes, 
Beaune

A 5km wander through the 
vineyards of Burgundy’s wine 
capital, starting from the Hospices 
de Beaune winery with five 
tastings punctuating the route. 
€30 buys you a hiker’s bag 
including the tastings and a meal 
– and for an extra €20 you receive 
your own engraved wine glass. 
beaune-saveursdevignes.com

7-8  May
Bienvenue 
à Savigny, 

Savigny-lès-Beaune
A chance to meet the wine 
producers of this picturesque 
Burgundian village, with tastings 
in the cellars and a vineyard tour 
by Jeep. There are pony rides for 
the little ones too, plus musical 
street entertainment. 
bienvenue-a-savigny.com

7  May
Marché des Vins de 
l’Yonne, Chablis

A free event combined with the 
town’s traditional flower market, 
this riot of scent and colour lines 
Chablis’ Rue Auxerroise from 9am 
till 6pm and will delight the 
green-fingered as well as 
lovers of wine. 
tourisme-chablis.fr

Partial to a glass? Mull over our pick 

of the best wine events taking place 

across the region this month

8  May
Pinot Noir et 
Charolais, Couches

What better pairing than red wine 
and beef! Enjoy a succulent fillet 
steak with a glass of AOC Côte du 
Couchois at this event promoting 
the appellation, with all-day jazz 
entertainment thrown in. Tickets 
are €20 and include entry to the 
château and grounds. 
cotesducouchois.com

7-8 May
Les Agapes 
du Montagny, 

Montagny-lès-Buxy
Taste wines from the various 
appellations of the Côte 
Chalonnaise, meeting the 
producers at the same time. 
Tastings take place in the Salle des 
Fêtes and cost just €5 per person. 
 montagny.com

15May
Fleur de Vigne, 
Auxerre

The capital of the Yonne 
department hosts this major 
festival every two years, where 
over 100 winemakers present their 
wares. There are wine-tasting 
workshops plus concerts, art 
exhibitions, ballroom dancing, 
farm animals, magicians – all on 
the banks of the river. 
ot-auxerre.fr

22 May
Rallye des 
Vignes en 

Fleurs, La-Chapelle- 
de-Guinchay
Combine your love of wine with 
your love of cars (responsibly, of 
course). For €15, you can admire a 
line-up of vintage vehicles on foot 
while sampling the local tipples; 
enjoy a meal for an extra €8.  
route-vins.com

14-15  May
Printemps de Vignes et 
Villages, St-Romain
Showcasing the reds and whites of 
the St-Romain appellation with 
tastings in the cellars, this event 
also includes art and craft 
exhibitions, a film screening about 
the area’s heritage and a meal 
provided by the village restaurant. 
Tickets are €5 per person. 
saint-romain-vins.fr

Burgundy

14-16 
 May

Pique-Nique chez le 
Vigneron Indépendant, 
Beaune
For a particularly relaxed affair, 
pack your own picnic and head to 
one of Beaune’s wine estates (full 
programme available online) to 
meet and munch alongside the 
producers. It’s entirely free and 
tables and chairs are provided – 
plus places to shelter if it’s not      
so sunny.
vigneron-independant.com

Bountiful
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Savoie, Rhone-Alpes
 A fabulous renovated house in a small village 
near Bourg st Maurice. The house is on 3 levels 
and the ground floor comprises a cosy lounge / 
dining area with spacious and fitted kitchen and 
a outdoor terrace it would make a perfect home 

in the mountains for a family.  

316,000 €

Gers, Midi-Pyrenees
House for less than 170 000€! Small Gascony 

house, barn and outhouses with big potential 
in the commune of Sauveterre in the Gers.This 
former farmhouse is found in the valley of the 
river Save and is bordered by a canal.Lombez 

and Samatan are five minutes away.

165,900 €

Haute-Vienne, Limousin
Spacious one-bedroom cottage with living area 

on one floor, cellar and attached low maintenance 
courtyard. The roof on the main building was 

replaced in March 2009. The cottage forms part of 
a hamlet comprising five houses and lies within a 

National Nature Reserve. 

39,000 €

Midi-Pyrenees
Country House with Garden and Land.

This country house down a quiet laneway has 
wonderful views of the foothills of the Pyrenees. 
Sit on the balcony of an evening, enjoy the view 

and listen to the river and the other sounds of 
nature in this little oasis of calm. 

178,200 €

Lot, Midi-Pyrenees
On a dominant position with a nice view, very 

nice house totally renoved with more than 250 
m2 of living area + 110 m2 of subsoil. Flat land 
3500 m2. Garage. Ground level (100 m2): living 

room opening on a panoramic terrace, new 
fitted kitchen, bedrooms/office, toilets.

264,450 €

Provence-Côte d’Azur 
Mougins : In a peaceful location and benefiting 

from a open view, this beautiful single storey 
villa comprises: entrance hall, vast and bright 

living / dining room with fireplace, fully 
independent equipped kitchen, 3 bedrooms 
including a large en-suite master bedroom. 

1,150,000 €

Puy-de-Dome, Auvergne 
Charming stone cottage in a peaceful setting 
on grounds of 3144 m2. The property offers 

lots of character and is in good condition with 
a habitable surface of approximately 100 m2 

including 3 bedrooms. Land and outbuildings - 
quiet setting on grounds of 3144 m2.

117,000 €

Provence-Côte d’Azur 
SOLE AGENT - Located near to the village, 

villa consisting: an entrance, living room with 
fireplace, fitted kitchen, 4 bedrooms, office, 

bathroom, shower room, 1 toilet, pantry, 
laundry, carport. All on a garden of about 2300 

sq.m with swimming pool. 

690,000 €

Charente, Poitou-Charentes
This house has everything to attract golf 

enthusiasts, with views of holes 1, 7 and the 
all important 18th, along with views of the 

countryside. Built in 2005, this house is modern 
and very bright with patio doors leading out on 

to the terrace with views of the golf course.  
335,000 €

Go to www.francepropertyshop.com for thousands more properties for sale  
and make sure to SIGN UP for our weekly newsletter

Brought to you by French Property News

NOW AVAILABLE  
TO DOWNLOAD ON iPHONE
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Les associations
Match these occupations with the 
correct place of work

1. Le rédacteur en chef
2. La psychologue
3. La mécanicienne

a. Le garage
b. La maison d’édition
c. L’hôpital

FRENCH LESSONS
Put your French to the test and have fun with our puzzles

Wordsearch
Find the French 
departments of 
which these cities 
are capitals 
 
Cahors 
Nevers

Mende

Chaumont

Strasbourg

Lille

Carcassonne

Valence

Where am I?
Use the clues to work out the 
correct French town

Je suis une ville du sud de la 
France, connue pour ma 
cathédrale du 13ème siècle, mon 
pont à cinq arches et mes ferias...

Je suis la préfecture de Charente-
Maritime et je suis connue pour 
mon Vieux Port...

Je suis une grande ville portuaire 
du Var où se trouve une grande 
base navale militaire et où l’on 
pratique le rugby...

Les idiomes
Match these French                  
food-themed idioms with                 
their English meanings

1. Avoir la frite

2. Se prendre le choux

3. Se fendre la poire

4. Prendre une prune

a. to laugh out loud

b. to get a speeding ticket

c. to be on good form

d. to get worked up about 
something

ANSWERS: Wordsearch: Lot, Nièvre, Lozère, Haute-Marne, Bas-Rhin, Nord, Aude, Drome   Les idiomes: 1 = c, 2 = d,  3 = a, 4 = b   Les anagrammes:  
longère, pigeonnier, manoir, chateau, bastide   Les associations:  1 = b; 2 = c; 3 = a   Where am I?:  Béziers, La Rochelle, Toulon

Les virelangues... can you get your tongue around these?
1. Mais qui scie un saucisson sec avec une scie ?

2. Dodus les dindons, dis-donc !

3. Je veux et j’exige d’exquises excuses

Les anagrammes
Unscramble the letters to find words for 
French property types 
R E N O G L E

N E O N I R P I G E  

R A M O N I

U T A C E H A

T A S B E D I

 T N K E E D U A R D E L E S
 O X P R W A T B E H U A P J
 J Y A M D T R M N A I S L B
 Y R J F X A S A O U R O I N
 C O Y A L P B R U T Z H B M
 T P H Y L O E O B E J E O D
 A Z I O A U T J R M T N V R
 E S G T I X S E U A M O H O
 S C N H A B O X O R R K A M
 E O E F U X L P I N D L I E
 R T O M Y O E E S E T O U Y
 V A M B F H Q I O H R L P O
 E O U R G B A S R H I N A A
 I F V Q X K G U T F E O I V
 N T M U D R O N T I S K X P



2

May 2016 French Property News 101www.completefrance.com

1

Send your pics
We love seeing your photos of France.

If you would like to share them with us, then email: sophie.gardner-roberts@archant.co.uk 
or post to: Sophie Gardner-Roberts, FPN, Cumberland House, Oriel Road, Cheltenham GL50 1BB.

5

4

3

1. John Burke is lucky enough to 
live close to Brantôme, one of his 
favourite towns in France. He captured 
this stunning picture of the bridge of 
Brantôme, which we thought was full of 
French character 
2. Daniel Courtice, a designer based in 
Dordogne, caught these eerie low clouds 
engulfing a small hamlet in neighbouring 
Lot early one morning 
 

3. A great photo of the Massif de l’Esterel 
between St-Raphaël and Mandelieu-la-
Napoule, taken by Tim Clark who lives 
and works on the Côte d’Azur
4. This cute little cottage was spotted by 
Emrys Sparks in the village of Glanes 
near St-Cère in Lot
5. Neil Chessell climbed up to the 
summit of Èze’s exotic gardens and 
snapped this shot of the bay 400m below

We always enjoy looking at your photos of France, so if 
something catches your eye while you’re holidaying or 
househunting then we’d love you to share it with us!

YOUR PHOTOS

ST�R
PHOTO

See this photo 

and more on our 

Instagram account – 

@FrenchProp
ertyNews
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Jeremy Hobson solves more of your pastoral problems
RURAL RIDDLES

In February, Dorinda Fontana wrote to me from Arbin in Rhône-Alpes, 
asking whether or not I’d heard of a grelinette. I had not, but Dorinda 
was aware of them because they were seemingly invented and first 
made by the family of “my neighbours in our village, Oliver and 
Jean-Claude Grelin, who sell plants and lesser-known seeds. They didn’t 
protect their invention and now it’s made almost everywhere…”. 

Intrigued, I immediately set off to discover more – and, apparently, a 
grelinette is a very useful tool in organic gardening. A French website 
states that: “in organic gardening, soil work is done by not upsetting the 
different layers that compose it. A tool used to loosen the soil in depth 
without turning while significantly reducing the fatigue of digging…is 
the grelinette.”

Apparently, “digging without turning helps loosen the soil about 
20cm deep or so…allowing [no disruption of] biological activity. This 
type of digging can be done – hard – but the tool adopted by a growing 
number of gardeners is the grelinette…the particular curvature of the 
teeth can raise the clod by simply pulling the handles toward you 
(leverage effect)…and without breaking your back…the back remains 
straight…in addition, models with four or five teeth are significantly 
wider than a spade and allow faster work”. 

So there we are! Compared to other gardening tools, they might be 
quite expensive – between €80 and €120, depending on your choice. 
Nevertheless, in order to find out more, take a look at graines-grelin-
grelinette.com/grelinette,fr,2,361.cfm.

Fire away
Wandering around one late winter Sunday afternoon (having 
the day before just put in an offer on a French house in 
Maine-et-Loire), we saw several apparently discarded prams, 
oil-drums on wheels and rusty, dilapidated wheelbarrows 
among the vines. What was going on? 
Chris and Nick Reynolds

Aha! It seems you discovered examples of the French viticulteur’s 
mobile bonfire. And what a clever idea they are! At various 
points of the year, vines need a great deal of attention: no more 
so than in the winter, when old growth needs pruning. One of 
the best ways of getting rid of the resultant clippings is to burn 
them – and instead of traipsing back and forth to a bonfire, how 
much more sensible to take your bonfire with you as you work 
your way down the rows… and, on a cold winter’s day, they help 
keep you warm too!

The promised land
We’ve been told that a house and land we are looking at in 
Limousin will have to be offered to SAFER before any paperwork 
can be completed. Who or what are SAFER and why might they be 
interested in the property?
John Abbey 

‘SAFER’ is the acronym for the Société d’Aménagement Foncier et 
d’Établissement Rural (safer-fr.com). It’s a complicated matter and, 
should you be seriously looking at the property, your agent and/or 
notaire will be able to advise more fully. Basically, however, before a 
sale can be completed, some rural properties with agricultural land 
attached have to be brought to the attention of SAFER so that they can 
approve the sale – over a certain size, they could, in theory insist that 
local farmers are given first opportunity to buy, but in most instances, 
certainly with smaller properties, this is just a formality. They do, 
though, work to a strict timescale and don’t expect them to make a 
decision/grant permission for the sale to go ahead for around two 
months from the date your notaire sends them the paperwork. There is, 
I believe, a ‘fast-track’ system (for which you pay!) that will mean a 
decision is given in one month rather than two.

A ‘grelinette’ might prove a useful tool for the organic vegetable grower

A useful tool

A mobile bonfire, as used 
by French ‘viticulteurs’

You may need permission from SAFER before you can buy or sell some rural French 
properties with land



What do you know of tularémie? Invited round for drinks by 
French neighbours towards the end of this season’s shooting, 
the topic came up in conversation – and I asked my 
neighbour to write the word down. He did, and explained it; 
but unfortunately, although I nodded my head wisely, much 
was lost in translation!  
Michael Peters

Known variously as ‘rabbit fever’ and ‘deer fly fever’, tularemia 
(to give it its English name) is a zoonotic disease caused by a 
very small bacillus of Francisella tularensis. Although it has been 
reported as affecting reptiles, fish, birds and mammals in 
general, the reason for any recent concern in France is because of 
it appearing in the wild hare population – hence the likely reason 
it came up in your neighbour’s conversation.

Another obvious cause for concern is the fact that it can infect 
humans – but there have been no known cases of one person 
passing it on to another. How most are affected is via a tick bite: 
it can, though, also be transmitted through handling entrails and 
viscera after a ‘host’ animal has been shot – particularly if you 
have scratches or wounds in your skin: again another reason why 
your shooting neighbour may have mentioned it. 
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GET IN TOUCH!
If you have any ‘rural riddles’ for Jeremy, contact him either by email: 
jcjeremyhobson@gmail.com, or via letters sent to the FPN offices.
Jeremy Hobson is a France-based writer who specialises in all country matters
j-c-jeremy-hobson.co.uk

BITTEN BY THE SAME BUG
In the decade I’ve been writing Rural Riddles, I don’t think there’s been a 
single spring when someone hasn’t written to ask about the caterpillars 
of the Pine Processionary moth. Reader Margaret Wrightman was the 
most recent, having come across a line of them marching down the 
woodland track where she was walking her dog. Apparently the dog 
“stood mesmerised” but Margaret wondered whether “they could have 
caused harm had he investigated further”.

The short answer is that, yes, they could – without being alarmist 
they are known to pose a risk to humans and pets, causing skin 
problems and even eye damage via the toxic proteins carried on the 
barbs that cover the caterpillar’s back. They are not uncommon in 
France and it has been suggested that their numbers could increase 
this year due to the relatively mild winter, which allowed a greater 
success rate when it came to ‘hatching’ time.

Pine Processionary 
moth caterpillars 
at their nest
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Shot from the hip
Over the years, I’ve noticed you’ve answered several queries 
regarding items acquired at French brocantes. At one such place, 
my husband bought an old silver hip flask with a leather casing. 
Having subsequently filled it with fine French brandy, we were 
appalled to find the taste was tainted! Presumably it was to do with 
the flask rather than its contents. How can we clean it? 
Rosalyn Williams

You could try the following: fill the flask with warm water into which a 
few drops of washing-up liquid has been added. Then rinse thoroughly; 
after doing so, fill with equal quantities of water and lemon juice (or 
vinegar), recap, shake the flask well – and leave for five minutes or so 
before emptying and rinsing.

Alternatively, try using a cup of vinegar mixed with two teaspoons of 
bicarbonate of soda; shake, empty and rinse… and then fill with the 
liquor of your choice. Good-quality French brandy should be for sipping 
late evening after an excellent meal!

Bad hare day

Hip, hip, 
hooray!

‘Hare’ by Albrecht 
Dürer, 1502
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REVIEWS
A trio of guides to suit car enthusiasts, history lovers and market trawlers alike

Markets of Provence
Marjorie R. Williams, £14.50, St 
Martin’s Press,
ISBN 978-1250051271

“The ancient Romans built bridges 
and roads to connect the villages. 
But everyone who goes to Provence 
cuts a unique path through this 
enchanted land. While it’s impossible 
to grasp its depths in a single visit – or a lifetime 
– seeing Provence through its markets reveals 
something essential about its soil and its soul. 

Come along and enjoy the journey. It will be one 
you’ll never forget.”

Having previously explored the French 
capital’s cultural offerings in Markets of Paris, 
Marjorie Williams now heads south to 
Provence – a land of lavender fields, eventful 

history and sunshine-charged wine and food. 
For her, the best way to see, taste and feel the 

region is to visit its markets, which have been 

the beating heart of life in this 
world-renowned region since the 
Middle Ages.

This pocket-sized guide will sweep 
readers off their feet to embark on a 
journey through 30 of the best 
Provençal markets. The guide is 
organised around the days of the 
week, helpfully outlining which 
markets to head to each day.

It’s complete with useful insider tips as well as 
detailed maps, providing essential information 
for both first-time visitors and seasoned 
travellers alike.

The guide includes advice on timing, 
navigation, negotiation and payment, tips on 
etiquette when approaching a vendor’s 
products, some basic language lessons and 
even restaurant recommendations.

It is illustrated with beautiful photographs of 
Provence that will plunge readers into the 
market towns’ atmosphere. A highly 
recommended guide for every traveller.

CARS

MARKETS

A Guide to Mystical 
France: Secrets, 
Mysteries, Sacred Sites
Nick Inman, £14.99, Findhorn Press, 
ISBN 978-1-844096-85-5

“Whether they are true in essence or 
in every detail, legends are 
important. They take us to places 
where we might otherwise not go. 
They suggest alternative 
interpretations of history and of 
beliefs that have become so 
deep-rooted that we are not even aware they are 
beliefs. They prompt us to think metaphorically 
and symbolically. This reminds us that the 
numinous cannot be reduced to data and that 
sometimes we have to look at reality from a 
different angle if we are to see beneath its surface.”

France is one of the best-known countries in the 
world, and yet it is full of secrets that most 
visitors are unaware of. Initially setting off for 
France in 1985 with nothing but a bicycle, 
author Nick Inman has been travelling around 
France for the last 15 years in search of the 
curious and inexplicable, making him more 
qualified to comment on the country’s mysteries 
than most.

Inman’s fascinating guide takes you on a 

whistle-stop tour of legendary and 
sacred sites, on the way encountering 
the Knights Templar, the Cathars, King 
Arthur, Nostradamus, anonymous 
medieval sculptors and prehistoric 
cave artists, and a host of angels, 
devils, monsters and other intriguing 
mythical beasts.

It’s impossible to fully appreciate 
the cathedral of Nôtre-Dame, Mont 
St-Michel or the alignments of Carnac 
if you don’t first understand the 

reasons these structures were built and the way 
they have been used over the centuries. This 
book makes no assumptions, nor is the reader 
required to believe anything – you are merely 
pointed in the direction of the invisible and the 
hidden and left to judge for yourself. By the end 
of the read, you realise that there is much more 
to be gained from a visit if you look for what 
isn’t there as well as what is.

Inman’s guide can be used and enjoyed in 
various ways, whether you read the themed 
chapters consecutively or cherry-pick from the 
60 standalone features and boxes. Vivid 
photography acts as a fabulous visual support 
to the descriptions and a travel guide section is 
included at the end, so you can enjoy 
concocting your own itinerary around France’s 
most interesting mystical places.

HISTORY
France: The Essential Guide 
for Car Enthusiasts
Julian Parish, £14.99, Veloce, 
ISBN 978-1-845847-42-5

“Car clubs are the 
lifeblood of the classic car 
movement in France, and 
there has been a massive 
growth in shows and 
city-centre drives across 
the country over the past 
decade. There’s an 
increasing range of 
activities for admirers of 
upcoming classics, or if your preference is for 
pre-war racers, you can choose from touring 
rallies to lavish concours d’élégance.”

With such a wealth of dramatic scenery and 
thousands of miles of well-maintained roads 
winding through it, France is an obvious 
choice for the petrolhead – and discovering 
the country by road is a joyous pursuit. This 
comprehensive guide offers no less than 
200 ideas for places to see and events to 
participate in, from the internationally 
renowned Paris Rétromobile and Monaco 
Grand Prix to smaller shows, fairs and rallies 
across the country.

Chapters are organised into areas of 
France – Île-de-France, the west, east, 
north-east, south, and central including the 
Alps – and each is divided into well-
considered sections. According to the 
author, many of France’s provincial 
museums have exceptional collections that 
are unjustly overlooked, so these are given a 
major focus – and there’s a marketplace 
section, containing details on auction 
houses, automobilia specialists and parts 
fairs. A closing section to each chapter 
presents a selection of circuits where track 
days and driving experiences are available.

Having lived in France for nearly 20 years, 
author Julian Parish is a passionate 
Francophile and has been 
an active member of 
clubs dedicated 
to MG and to 
the Ford 
Mustang, 
with which 
he first 
visited many 
of the places 
described in 
this guide.

WIN!
We have 5 copies of France:

The Essential Guide for Car 

Enthusiasts to give away. 

Visit completefrance.com/

community-forum to enter the 

competition. The closing date 

for entries is 

17 May 2016. 

Good luck!
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PROPERTY FOR SALE

L8738E Nr Eauze (Gers 32)
Gorgeous 3 Bed house with 2 Bed Gîte & pool, 

in a beautiful rural setting. Oil C/H. 
Price 430,000 € FAI (Exclusive mandat)

D8772 Aubeterre (Charente 16)
A charming renovated 4 bed farmhouse with 

impressive lounge, pool and exceptional views. Oil C/H.
Price 394,999 € FAI 

Allez-Français - leading 
property specialists for South 

West France since 2002

 www.allez-francais.com 
05 55 28 46 40 / 05 53 56 09 35 

A small business, but big on  
initiative & ideas

Between Morvan Park & Loire Valley, 
South Paris, 270sqm2 house: 100sqm2 

living rm, kitchen, veranda, dining 
rm, 6 bedrms, 2 bathrms. Garden 

4000sqm2, space for swimming pool. 
Huge barn next to house.

TRADITIONAL COTTAGE IN 
WESTERN BURGUNDY

€270,000

annie.grosgogeat@gmail.com

€168,000

2.8 acres of land including a large 
barn and 2 large greenhouses 
(Suitable for equestrian use)

Detached 4 Bedroom Country 
House in a quiet position in 
Lower Normandy

Email for further information  
and photos: hpwinery@aol.com

Top quality properties: seaside location in Bassin d’Arcachon but also all regions 

of France. Let us know your area of choice and we will find your dream home.

e: marieperes@wanadoo.fr  w: www.cabinetm2a.com 
Contact Marie Peres: t: +33 6 76 85 39 69 m: +44 780 911 65 65

B&B in the South of France
1950 château, built in pink marble and 
granite, perfect condition and situation 
between sea and mountain. Tennis court, 
swimming pool, 550sqm, 11 rooms,  
9 ensuite bathrooms, 1.5 hectares of garden. 
Direct from owner. 

www.castellrose-prades.com 
Tel/+33468960757  
Price euros 1’490’000

High ceilings, well-proportioned 
bright rooms, architectural 

features, 5 bedrooms,  
2 bathrooms, 2 large reception, 

kitchen, etc over 2 floors. 
Partly converted grenier 

(potential further bedrooms)  
3.3 ha including ‘parc’.  
Garages, dependance,  

boiler room, swimming pool.

785,000 Euros
Contact 

calvadosproperty@gmail.com

18th century 
stone ‘manoir’ 

(550sq m)  
between Caen and Falaise

CHARENTE

Lifestyle and Income in peaceful town 
centre location. Traditional Maison de 
Maitre and 5 gites with heated pool in 1 
acre of tree-lined gardens. Private sale
450 000 €
Phone: +33 (0)5 45 98 24 95
www.gites-for-sale.com

St Gildas de Rhuys, Golfe du Morbihan

Granite stone house built in 1941,  
5 mins’ walk from town centre and beach, 

golf course at 2km. Enclosed and  
secluded south-west facing garden of 
1000sqm. Garage, two laundry rooms  

(possible conversion), self  
contained 2 bed flat; living-room with  
fireplace, fitted kitchen, dining-room,  

shower room, WC, 2 bedrooms; a further  
3 bedrooms, 1 shower room/wc on  
1st floor; converted roof space with  
electricity and wooden floor (65sqm)

€595,000
Claire Puireux-Reillac  

tel: +33 6 81 20 23 04 
email: avocats@cabinetcpr.com

1hr from Nantes airport

FOR SALE
Three bed bungalow + two bed  

gite (or self contained granny annex, 
fully furnished) + nearly 2 acres  

of beautiful gardens

£189,000
To receive full colour brochure  

by email contact Mike  

digprin@aol.com

Traditional village house near 

Chablis, northern Burgundy

Village House in Melisey. Located in 
beautiful countryside near to Chablis.  
Fully furnished house and attached small 
garden/orchard. Two bedrooms, upstairs 
bathroom with WC, downstairs WC, 
kitchen, store room & living room.

60,000€ o.n.o

E-mail: melisey@btinternet.com

Tel: 0208 393 9535

Looking to buy or sell? 
Or looking for a job in France? 

1,400 properties for sale in France

Tel: 020 7428 4910 
www.sextantproperties.com

Spectacular!

375,000 euros
Converted farmhouse offering gracious living and every modern convenience. 3 reception rooms and  

beautiful kitchen. 4/5 large bedrooms all south facing. 2.5 acre parkland + small wood.  
Heated pool 30’ x 15’. Very large garage and oil fired C/H. Very private in small hamlet. Based in North Dordogne.

No Agency fees. Save thousands £0000’s!
Contact Tony Mudd 01702 470 470 
or email tonymudd@hotmail.co.uk

Charming Stone House  
in Village of Dauphin (04) 
100m2. Beautifully renovated, 
new roof, double paned windows, 
tiled loors, electric heating, 3 
terraces (with fantastic views of the 
countryside), 2 bedrooms and  
2 bathrooms. The ddining room is  
‘en voute’ (arched stone). €315,000.
Call Karen at 0033 (0)4 92 74 34 59  
Email: karendoyle07@comcast.net

A spacious (200sqm) stone farmhouse with  
significant income from a 50 pitch 2* campsite  

with licensed bar/pizzeria. 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
study, farmhouse kitchen, living room with wood 

burning stove. In the stunning Lot Valley.
Contact Jenny and Nigel Young  

00 33 (0)565 31 23 39 or hollomdown@gmail.com

Stone Farmhouse and 
Campsite 650,000 Euros
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PROPERTY FOR SALE

VAR – FLAYOSC 
An opportunity to acquire a 
share in well established private 
villa has arisen for like-minded 
Francophiles. Lovely 15 year old 3 
bedroom property (sleeps 8) superb 
uninterrupted views, own pool in 1 
acre, 35 minutes Ste Maxime, 
7/8 weeks holiday p.a, £60,000.
Contact 0(044) 1264 400261 
john.hoskins@ntlworld.com

CÔTE D’ARMOR, BRITTANY
Built in 1640, this beautifully-restored stone manor house benefits from two ancillary stone 
buildings in a 5-acre estate of lawns and trees, in Plouaret, Côte d’Armor. Easy access to  
the sandy beaches of the picturesque Pink Granite Coast. Four bedrooms, two bathrooms  
(one with sauna), two large reception rooms with fireplaces, large fully equipped kitchen.

450,000€ Contact: John Purden 0033 6 73 86 45 46 

john.purden@gmail.com 
www.buymyfrenchcampsite.com

•  Stunning location
•  Great area to live
•  Strong established business
•  Genuine reason for sale

Campsite beside River Lot

Live the dream, we have
€650,000

One hour from Nice Airport and sea 
Authentic Provencal Stone House. 
Magnificent unobstructed views of 
the surrounding mountains. 3 double 
bedrooms, lounge, fully equipped 
kitchen with dining room. Separate 
barn. 3800 m2 land.
Tel: 0033 (0) 4 93 14 05 37 
e-mail: pieteb@orange.fr

SOUTH OF FRANCE 
VÉSUBIE VALLÉE - FOR SALE 

High Quality Fully renovated country  
house with land, stables & barn. 
Peaceful country side location in the Poitou Charantes with no immediate 
neighbours. This property has undergone a comprehensive restoration and is in 
excellent condition throughout. Fitted kitchen & bathrooms, reception rooms 
with exposed beams, stone fireplaces & wood burning stoves. New roof tiles 
& timbers, insulated throughout. New electrics, plumbing, central heating & 
fosse septic. Renovated barn, Stables & Garage. 

Additional photos / details at:        

www.restoredpropertyfrance.com
Tel: 0033 549805904 
Email: robert.lupton@wanadoo.fr

385,000 Euros  
no agents fees.

RESTORED CHARENTAISE 

FARMHOUSE - €298,000 No. Bedrooms: 3

Habitable Area: 140M2

Plot Size: 10,000M2 
 plus small copse

Pool: Yes,10 X 5M 
 salt water

Bathrooms: 4

Dining/Reception: 1

WC: 4

Services: Mains water 
and electricity. 200 litre 
hot water tank. New 
septic tank and drainage 
installed February 
2015.Telephone and 
Broadband.

Authentic Charentaise Farmhouse with adjoining barn, renovated to a 
high standard, situated in the country on the edge of a small hamlet, 
5 minutes from Roumazieres Loubert and 40 minutes from Limoges 
Airport.

The property is set in just over 10,000M2 (2.5 acres), with a tranquil  
garden, rose beds, fruit trees, a walnut, shrubs etc, The pool area 
has ample surrounding space, with a 10 X 5M  salt water pool, with 
automatic salt and PH dosing system. The adjoining field has a chicken 
run and hen house and is cut annually by a local farmer for hay.

There is ample parking for 5/6 cars, a Hangar for 2 cars and an 
attractive, original well to the front. To the rear is a potting shed, store 
house and pool house.

Contact: Robin and Anna GODDARD 

Tel: 0033 545840820  robingoddard@hotmail.com
Village in the  
North of Haute 
Pyrenees South 
West France
Lounge/dining room 40m 2 with insert wood 
burner, sun veranda 22m 2 plus external covered 
veranda 18m 2, three double bedrooms (one on 
fist flor) kitchen, laundry, two en-suite shower 
rooms (one with WC) plus a separate WC. Full gas 
central heating/hot water. Total floor space 190m 
2. Fully renovated in 2006. Outside: formal gardens, 
terraces, car port, workshop – store – large garage 
72m 2 with power; swimming pool 10m x 5m with 
diving area and contra current. Land comprising 
grass areas and woodland, total area 5 hectares (13 
acres) of which 75% is woodland. 
Cut your own wood for winter!

Email: rogerhawkins@laposte.net
Telephone: +33 5 62.96.00.07

265,000€

Charming 4 bedroom detached longere 
for sale, within 5 minutes of the medieval 
town of Josselin. The property has been 
fully renovated and is situated on 0.8 acre 
of mature gardens. The property is offered 
fully furnished.

Please contact Scott on  
Tel: 07736776275 / 01869249511  
or Email: scotrayner@aol.com

195,000 Euros

CHARMING LONGERE FOR SALE



Classified FPNTo advertise call our advertising department on 01242 216099

May 2016 French Property News 107www.completefrance.com

PROPERTY FOR SALE

Buying French Property Just Got Easier...
Helping 100’s of property hunters find their dream French home since 2004

View over 4,000 beautiful properties for sale in France at: 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

MATURE COUPLE REQUIRED
Handyman / Gardener / Housekeeper

(Part-time duties by arrangement)

English owners of beautiful property located  

in rural Tarn with views to the Pyrenees.

Renovated self contained 2-bed farmhouse 

provided. Driving licence and some French  

language ability required. Non-Smokers / no pets.

Start Date: October 2016. References required.
For further details, please contact Desmond Mitchell

Email: dgm@lezcasettes.com 

om  

Bike Rental Franchise
We’ve built up a great bike hire business 
in South West France and have just sold our  
first few franchises...
All is going well, so we think the time is right to expand. We’re looking for more 
franchisees to join us and imagine they will be living, or planning to live, in the 
south of the country. If you like bikes and enjoy dealing with tourists you might 
like us too, so if you’ve got some energy and a little bit of money 
to invest give Chris a call on 00 44 (0) 1403-751985 
or email him at chris@mellowvelos.com and we’ll 
tell you all about it!

www.mellowvelos.com

PROPERTY SERVICES

Allen Architectes

Based in Dinan 
and covering all 

of North-West 
France

“Create 
your dreams 
through our 
imagination”

Tel: +33 2 96 83 47 25
Email: allen.architectes@orange.fr

www.architectbrittany.com

OPALEGAL LIMITED
FRENCH HOMES

Legal advice on various aspects of  
French and English law for French  

property purchasers and owners.  
Bilingual English solicitor (retired).

FREE FIRST HALF-HOUR CONSULTATION

01492 87 70 14 | 07813 06 75 19 

www.buyingfrenchproperty.com

BUILDING IN THE

AVEYRON
AND SURROUNDING AREAS

Experienced builder for
all your refurbishment

and repair work
References available

Tel: 0033(0)5 65 29 49 25
Mobile: 0033(0)6 79 39 17 68
Email: david.bull@wanadoo.fr

Siren No 477655542
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CARPETS... 
and all other types of flooring,
for all of France.

For further details of our services please go to 
www.jon-thecarpetman.com  
Tel: 0033 (0)5 55 73 63 16  
Email:jonthecarpetman@gmail.com

www.about-architects.com

+ 44 (0)1243 773 166
+ 44 (0)7703 525050

Cédric Mitchell
   Architect(e)
RIBA / Ordere des Architectes

Full or partial 
Architectural service
New build or renovation
Working in all departments
Permis de construire 
submissions

A great range of quality UK oak and 
pine furniture, fabric and leather 
sofas supplied and delivered direct 
to your French property, saving you 
time and money. Pay in £s or Euros.
No easier way to furnish your property in France

For further information please see our website

www.furnitureforfrance.co.uk 
Tel: 0033 6 46 49 73 45  info@furnitureforfrance.co.uk

SPECIAL OFFER 
Delivery charge

from just £99 for
any quantity of

furniture

Furniture for France LTD
Helping to furnish your French home

FRANCE IS JUST A
CLICK AWAY AT

www.completefrance.com

SHARE news and tips
online with Brits living in
France in our forum

READ inspirational real-life
stories from those who’ve

made the move

KEEP up-to-date with
essential expert advice on
moving to France

FIND your dream home
across the Channel

When you have
finished with this
magazine please

recycle it.
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Animalcouriers can transport your pets between the UK and  
France by road or by air. We are experienced animal handlers  
and offer a specialist, caring service that extends throughout 
the world. 
Contact us to find out how we can help:

+44 1483 200123 or +44 7736 251800
ask@animalcouriers.com
www.animalcouriers.com
Our travel blog:
http://animalcouriers.wordpress.com

Professional pet transport and animal
shipping services between the UK and France

REMOVALS

Dordogne Removals
& Storage

www.dordognestorage.com

Removals & Transport

to & from the UK & Europe.

For all your storage

& transport requirements.

Based in the Dordogne, 

we can offer short or long term 

storage solutions. 

Collection & delivery service in 

France & the UK.

Tel: Alan 06 27 17 18 13  

or Jon 06 40 43 92 44

enquiries@dordognestorage.com

FRANKLINS REMOVALS LTDFRANKLINS REMOVALS LTD
Sutton ColdfieldSutton Coldfield

• Regular Service
• Fully Insured
• Containerised Storage
• Packing Services

A family business established over 30 years offering a reliable
& flexible service. For a free quotation contact us on:

Tel: 0121 353 7263 or 01283 792 838
sales@franklinsremovals.co.uk
www.franklinsremovals.co.uk

C J LOGISTICS
International removals
From a single box to 

full house
Fully insured

The one stop company 
you can trust

Competitive prices
French based

Email john.louch@orange.fr 
Tel 0033 983700133 

Mob 0033 661254109

UK & EUROPEAN
CAR TRANSPORTATION
Fast, reliable trailer collection and

delivery service specialising in
single car movements at

competitive rates. Open and
covered transportation available.

MERIDIAN
Tel: +44 (0) 1689 824207

E-mail: paulbowden@meridian-uk.com

Website: www.meridian-uk.com

MERIDIAN

UK - BELGIUM - FRANCE
GERMANY - ITALY - LUXEMBOURG

NETHERLANDS - SPAIN
SWITZERLAND

Man with a van service
Friendly, Mature Service,
Ex-Police
Living in Limousin, specialising 
in moves between UK and 
France
Competitive Rates
Fully Insured

UK:  03330 220 359 
Fr:    05.55.71.73.87
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PPlease call Mick for further info

web: www.milenlighthaulage.co.uk

Email: info@milenlighthaulage.co.uk
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free consultation 

call us: 

0033 (0) 678054890

28 years hands on experience

www.adamsdesign.org

architectural    studio

ADAMS DESIGN

PROPERTY SERVICES

Leading British  
Kitchens, Bedrooms & Bathrooms

Free home design consultation www.ifonlybydesign.com

Designed and installed throughout 
Provence and Cote d’Azur
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Removals to, from 

and within France. 

All areas. Full 

and part loads. 

Storage UK and 

France, Packing. 

Tel: 01932 881634

www.frenchmoves.co.uk

•  All areas covered uk - france
•  Family business est 36 years 
•  Full packing service
•  Full or part loads
•  Fully insured
•  Very competitive prices

Contact us for a free quotation
01905 821733
07985598479

hiltonremovals@hotmail.co.uk
www.hiltonremovalsandstorage.co.uk

REMOVALS

SURVEYORS

• HOUSE SURVEYS since 2001, Cottages to Chateaux - most Regions

•  Licensed User of the "RICS Building Survey" - only for Chartered Surveyors

•  THERMAL-IMAGING SURVEYS / energy-loss surveys available

•  FLOOR PLANS - digital plans available for conversions, extensions

•  Fully Insured. Regulated by the RICS. 35+ years experienced Principal

Telephone: 020 8416 0041 or 06 43 86 73 27 (in France)
Email: frics2000@aol.com   www.surveys-in-france.org

ALBION Building Surveys 
CHARTERED BUILDING SURVEYORS

BUY WITH YOUR HEART    
BUT TALK TO US FIRST!

RICS Registered & Insured
Gordon P. Barnes MRICS FCIOB

Tel: 0033(0)553 24 28 13
Mob: 0033(0)6 30 62 60 07

Chartered Surveyor resident
in South West France offers:

■ Comprehensive written 
pre-purchase Surveys

■ Feasibility of Renovations 
with Costs

■ Over 35 years of experience

www.france-property-surveys.com
gordon.barnes@orange.fr

Structural Surveys across France.
Floor plans, advice on  

renovations, tailored surveys.
25 years experience.

www-mkn-surveyors.com
matthew@mkn-surveyors.com
Tel :  0033 (0)6 02 52 08 95 (Fr)

Siret Number :  801 255 704

www.SurveysinFrance.com
(Bi-Lingual Property Consultants)

Pre-Purchase Surveys - Planning - Project Management
UK Qualified Surveyors with 19+ Years Experience in France as

Experts en Bâtiments et Architecture Ancienne & Moderne
Spécialiste Maitre d’Œuvres

Contact: Surveys in France -- +33 (0) 682 34 91 32
surveysinfrance@gmail.com

CHARTERED STRUCTURAL ENGINEER
Office in northern Dordogne, covering all France 

● Pre-purchase and structural surveys 
with verbal and written reports 

● Structural calculations and drawings 
● Redevelopment ideas and solutions 

For a professional friendly service with 
imaginative solutions to suit your budget 

phone or email Tim Haw 

Tel +33 (0)5 53 56 72 59 mob +33 (0)6 58 04 21 94 
enquiries@versineer.com www.versineer.com

Versineer Ltd,registered in the UK, company N° 5245744

LANGUAGE

FINANCE

Amanda Bloomfield - Senior Financial Adviser
Mobile: +33 6 18 27 69 64 

Amanda.bloomfield@devere-france.fr

www.devere-france.fr

HOLIDAYS AND LETTINGS

Holiday let or Property for sale in France? 
Use the professionals with a personal touch

Online specialists since 1996 
Connecting over 120,000 visitors each month

Ring 01580 819303 quoting FPN16 for discount 

www.frenchconnections.co.uk

CARS FOR SALE

THE LEFT HAND DRIVE PLACE
Whitney Road, Daneshill, Basingstoke, Hants

Tel: +44 (0) 1256 461173. Fax: +44 (0) 1256 811541

Selection of left hand drive cars in Basingstoke.
Choose from 60 British or French Registered LHD cars
from £1000 to £30,000. If we haven’t got what you
want we can get it for you. LHD/RHD cars taken in
part exchange. French reg cars bought for cash.
All cars on website, updated daily.
Delivery anywhere in France.

WWW.LHDPLACE.CO.UK
EMAIL: CARS@LHDPLACE.CO.UK

We have a delightful fully renovated cottage to let for long or short 
periods. For further details telephone: 0033 545 31 24 33 or 
Email: leslie.weller@orange.fr

LOOKING FOR A HOUSE? NEED SOMEWHERE TO STAY?

CHARENTE

ACCOUNTANTS

Franco-British Accountants
Paris & London Offices

Paris Tel. +33 1 42 93 18 42
London Tel. +44 845 680 1638
Email: info@nle-accounting.com

Member of the 
Association of Chartered Certified 
in the UK and L’ordre des Experts-

Comptables in France

Tax Returns and Compliance 
(UK and France) 

Company Formation and 
Accounts Preparation 

(UK and France) 
Payroll and VAT 
(UK and France)
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ALSACE & LORRAINE
• Departments: Meurthe-et-Moselle, Meuse, Moselle, 
Vosges, Bas-Rhin, Haut-Rhin
• Towns: Strasbourg (capital), Metz, Nancy, 
Mulhouse, Colmar 
• Rivers: Meuthe, Meuse

AQUITAINE
• Departments: Dordogne, Gironde, Landes, 
Lot-et-Garonne, Pyrénées-Atlantiques
• Towns: Bordeaux (capital), Périgueux, Bergerac, 
Bayonne, Biarritz, Pau, Mimizan, Lourdes
• Rivers: Dordogne, Garonne, Lot, Adour

AUVERGNE
• Departments: Allier, Cantal, Haute-Loire,  
Puy-de-Dôme 
• Towns: Clermont-Ferrand (capital), Moulins, 
Montluçon, Vichy
• Rivers: Allier, Loire, Dordogne

BRITTANY 
• Departments: Finistère, Côtes-d’Armor, Morbihan, 
Ille-et-Vilaine
• Towns: Rennes (capital), Vannes, St Malo, Brest, 
Roscoff, Quimper, Lorient, St Brieuc
• Rivers: Vilaine, Blavet, Rance

BURGUNDY 
• Departments: Côte-d’Or, Nièvre, Saône-et-Loire, 
Yonne
• Towns: Dijon (capital), Beaune, Macon, Nevers, Auxerre
• Rivers: Yonne, Seine, Loire, Saône

CENTRE
• Departments: Indre, Indre-et-Loire, Loir-et-Cher, 
Loiret, Eure-et-Loire, Cher
• Towns: Orléans (capital), Tours, Bourges, Chartres, 
Blois, Châteauroux
• Rivers: Loire, Indre, Vienne, Cher, Loir

CHAMPAGNE-ARDENNE
• Departments: Ardennes, Marne, Aube, Haute-Marne
• Towns: Reims (capital), Verdun, Troyes, Epernay, 
Châlons-en-Champagne
• Rivers: Meuse, Marne, Seine, Aisne

FRANCHE-COMTÉ
• Departments: Haute-Saône, Doubs, Jura, Territoire 
de Belfort
• Towns: Besançon (capital), Belfort
• Rivers: Saône, Doubs

ÎLE-DE-FRANCE 
• Departments: Ville de Paris, Seine-et-Marne, 
Yvelines, Essonne, Hauts-de-Seine, Seine-Saint-
Denis, Val-de-Marne, Val-d’Oise
• Towns: Paris, Versailles, Fontainebleau
• Rivers: Seine, Oise, Marne

Get to know 
the different areas of France with this regional and departmental 

breakdown...

FRANCE MAP REGIONS, DEPARTMENTS & TRAVEL ROUTES

BRITTANY

NORD-PAS-DE-
CALAIS – PICARDY

CHAMPAGNE-
ARDENNE – 

LORRAINE – ALSACE

BURGUNDY – 
FRANCHE-COMTÉ

AUVERGNE – 
RHÔNE-ALPES

CENTRE

ÎLE-DE-FRANCE

NORMANDY

PAYS-DE-LA-
LOIRE

AQUITAINE – 
LIMOUSIN – 

POITOU-
CHARENTES 

LANGUEDOC-ROUSSILLON – 
MIDI-PYRÉNÉES 

PROVENCE-
CÔTE 

D’AZUR

CORSICA
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LANGUEDOC-ROUSSILLON
• Departments: Aude, Gard, Hérault, Lozère, 
Pyrénées-Orientales
• Towns: Montpellier (capital), Nîmes, Perpignan, 
Béziers, Carcassonne, Sète
• Rivers: Aude, Hérault, Gard

LIMOUSIN
• Departments: Corrèze, Haute-Vienne, Creuse
• Towns: Limoges (capital), Tulle, Aubusson, 
Guéret, Brive-la-Gaillarde
• Rivers: Vienne, Creuse

MIDI-PYRÉNÉES
• Departments: Ariège, 
Aveyron, Haute- 
Garonne, Gers, Lot, 
Hautes-Pyrénées, 
Tarn, Tarn-et-Garonne
• Towns: Toulouse 
(capital), Albi, Cahors, 
Figeac, Labastide Murat
• Rivers: Lot, Tarn, Garonne,  
Ariège, Adour

NORD-PAS-DE-CALAIS  
• Departments: Nord, Pas-de-Calais
• Towns: Lille (capital), Douai, Lens, Arras, Calais, 
Boulogne, Dunkerque, Le Touquet
• Rivers: Clarence, Nave, Scarpe

NORMANDY
• Departments: Eure, Seine-Maritime, Manche, 
Calvados, Orne 
• Towns: Rouen (capital), Caen, Cherbourg, 
Dieppe, Le Havre, Honfleur
• Rivers: Seine, Orne, Eure

PAYS-DE-LA-LOIRE
• Departments: Vendée, Maine-et-Loire, 
Loire-Atlantique, Sarthe, Mayenne
• Towns: Nantes (capital), Angers, Le Mans,  
St-Nazaire, Les Sables d’Olonne
• Rivers: Loire, Sarthe, Loir

PICARDY
• Departments: Aisne, Oise, Somme
• Towns: Amiens (capital), St Quentin, Compiègne, 
Abbeville, Beauvais
• Rivers: Somme, Oise, Marne

POITOU-CHARENTES
• Departments: Charente, Charente-Maritime, 
Vienne, Deux-Sèvres
• Towns: Poitiers (capital), La Rochelle, Saintes, 
Angoulême, Royan
• Rivers: Charente, Vienne

PROVENCE-CÔTE D’AZUR
• Departments: Alpes-de-Haute-Provence, Hautes-
Alpes, Bouches-du-Rhône, Var, Vaucluse, 
Alpes-Maritimes
• Towns: Nice (capital), Marseilles, Arles, Avignon, 
Toulon, St Tropez, Cannes, Gap, Briançon
• Rivers: Rhône, Durance, Var

RHÔNE-ALPES
• Departments: Ain, Ardèche, Drôme, Isère, Rhône, 
Savoie, Haute-Savoie, Loire
• Towns: Lyon (capital), St Étienne, Grenoble, 
Annecy, Montélimar, Valence
• Rivers: Rhône, Saône, Isère, Ardèche, Drôme, 
Drac, Arc, Loire

     01 - Ain 
02 - Aisne 
03 - Allier 
04 - Alpes-de-Haute- 
         Provence
05 - Hautes-Alpes 
06 - Alpes-Maritimes 
07 - Ardèche 
08 - Ardennes 
09 - Ariège 
10 - Aube 
11 - Aude 
12 - Aveyron 
13 - Bouches-du-Rhône 
14 - Calvados 
15 - Cantal 
16 - Charente 
17 - Charente-Maritime 
18 - Cher 
19 - Corrèze 
20 - Corsica
21 - Côte-d’Or 
22 - Côtes-d’Armor 
23 - Creuse 

24 - Dordogne 
25 - Doubs 
26 - Drôme 
27 - Eure 
28 - Eure-et-Loire 
29 - Finistère 
30 - Gard 
31 - Haute-Garonne 
32 - Gers 
33 - Gironde 
34 - Hérault 
35 - Ille-et-Vilaine 
36 - Indre 
37 - Indre-et-Loire 
38 - Isère
39 - Jura 
40 - Landes 
41 - Loir-et-Cher 
42 - Loire 
43 - Haute Loire 
44 - Loire-Atlantique 
45 - Loiret 
46 - Lot 
47 - Lot-et-Garonne 

48 - Lozère 
49 - Maine-et-Loire 
50 - Manche 
51 - Marne 
52 - Haute-Marne 
53 - Mayenne 
54 - Meurthe-et-Moselle 
55 - Meuse 
56 - Morbihan 
57 - Moselle 
58 - Nièvre 
59 - Nord 
60 - Oise 
61 - Orne 
62 - Pas-de-Calais 
63 - Puy-de-Dôme 
64 - Pyrénées-Atlantiques 
65 - Haute-Pyrénées 
66 - Pyrénées-Orientales 
67 - Bas-Rhin
68 - Haut-Rhin
69 - Rhône 
70 - Haute-Saône 
71 - Saône-et-Loire 

72 - Sarthe 
73 - Savoie 
74 - Haute-Savoie 
75 - Ville de Paris 
76 - Seine-Maritime 
77 - Seine-et-Marne 
78 - Yvelines 
79 - Deux-Sèvres 
80 - Somme 
81 - Tarn 
82 - Tarn-et-Garonne 
83 - Var 
84 - Vaucluse 
85 - Vendée 
86 - Vienne 
87 - Haute-Vienne 
88 - Vosges 
89 - Yonne 
90 - Territoire de Belfort 
91 - Essonne 
92 - Hauts-de-Seine 
93 - Seine-Saint-Denis 
94 - Val-de-Marne 
95 - Val-d’Oise

Departments by 
numbers

BRITTANY

NORD-PAS-DE-
CALAIS – PICARDY

CHAMPAGNE-
ARDENNE – 

LORRAINE – ALSACE

BURGUNDY – 
FRANCHE-COMTÉ

AUVERGNE – 
RHÔNE-ALPES

CENTRE

ÎLE-DE-FRANCE

NORMANDY

PAYS-DE-LA-
LOIRE

AQUITAINE – 
LIMOUSIN – 

POITOU-
CHARENTES 

LANGUEDOC-
ROUSSILLON – 

MIDI-PYRÉNÉES 

PROVENCE-
CÔTE 

D’AZUR

ÎLE-DE-FRANCE
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FACTFILE BUYING GUIDE

FRENCH PROPERTY

Agents and viewing 
French estate agents must hold a 
carte professionnelle, which you can 
ask to see. They tend to give out less 
information about a property than 
their UK counterparts – for example 
they’re unlikely to tell you a 
property’s address – and usually 
accompany you on viewings. 

Initial contracts
Once an offer has been accepted 
both buyer and seller sign a sales 
contract, usually the compromis de 
vente, a legally binding contract 
stating the names and addresses of 
buyer and seller, the address of the 
property for sale, the agreed price 
etc. Conditional clauses (clauses 
suspensives) can also be included. 
(There are other contracts, such as 
the promesse d’achat, i.e. promise to 
buy, but they don’t bind both 
parties to the transaction.) 

Cooling-off
A 10-day period then follows, 
during which time the buyer can 
pull out for any reason without 
penalty or losing their deposit. 

Deposit 
A deposit is paid (usually 10%), 
which is forfeited if the buyer pulls 

out after the cooling-off period. The 
deposit can be paid to the notaire or 
into the agent’s escrow account 
(never pay it directly to the vendor). 

Conveyancing
The conveyancing process usually 
takes around three months and is 
carried out by a notaire. It is 
followed by the signing (by the 
buyer and seller) of the acte de 
vente (deed of sale, usually in the 
notaire’s office). If the buyer can’t 
attend, they can appoint power of 
attorney to someone else to sign 
on their behalf. Ideally you should 
view the property on the day of 
completion as it is sold as seen.

The balance of payment is made 
to the notaire at completion, as well 
as agency and notaire’s fees. The 
notaire gives the new owner an 
attestation de vente (final ownership 
papers are posted six months later). 

Fees
Buying fees in France are high 
compared to the UK (agency and 
notaire’s fees usually amount to 
around 10-15% of the sale price; 
less for new-build). Agency fees are 
normally paid by the purchaser. In 
adverts, frais inclus means fees are 
included, net vendeur means they’re 

not. Agents set their own rates, 
generally between 5 and 10%.

In France a notaire must be used 
when a property or land is sold. 
Buyer and seller can share a notaire 
or appoint one each (in which case 
the notaires share the fees). 
Notaire’s fees are on a sliding scale 
of 7-10% (depending on the 
property’s value) and include taxes 
as well as the actual fees.

Although similar to a lawyer, 
notaires are employed by the 
French government to ensure a sale 
is above board and that all taxes are 
paid. It may be advisable to seek 
additional legal advice from a 
solicitor specialised in both UK and 
French law. 
 
Mortgages
If you need finance to purchase 
your French property, it’s best to 
get a mortgage agreed in principle 
before you start viewing. Mortgage 
brokers experienced in overseas 
sales can advise you. If you need a 
mortgage, this will be a condition 
of the compromis de vente; if you fail 
to obtain one, the contract is void 
with no penalty to you. Once a 
mortgage offer is confirmed, the 
notaire is informed and the sales 
contract becomes binding.  

Currency
You can shop around for currency 
deals, just as you can for mortgages. 
You may want to consider a forward 
or spot contract whereby you 
purchase currency at a set rate. 

Insurance
You should insure your property as 
soon as you become the owner. You 
can simply take over the previous 
owner’s insurance, but it might be 
best to take out insurance tailored 
to your own needs if, for example, a 
property is a holiday home and left 
unoccupied for periods of time. 

Surveys and reports
Surveys are not commonplace in 
France. However, you can arrange 
one with a British surveyor working 
across the Channel or a builder or 
architect. You’ll need to organise 
this before the initial contract 
becomes binding, or you might be 
able to insert a conditional clause 
stating that the sale is dependant 
on a successful survey. Vendors are 
required to provide a Dossier de 
Diagnostic Technique (DDT), which 
includes reports on lead, asbestos, 
flood zones, termites and natural 
risks. The DPR report shows the 
energy efficiency of the property. 

Buying off-plan
When you buy a new property in 
France, you sign a contrat de 
reservation at the outset, and then 
make stage payments. Buying costs 
are lower; the deposit is 5% and 
notaire’s fees are around 3% plus 
there is a two-year exemption from 
taxe foncière. You can check these 
taxes with the agent when you  
view properties. 

Inheritance
A new European law came into 
effect on 17 August 2015 which 
allows you to choose either the law 
of your nationality to apply to your 
estate or the law of the place where 
you are habitually resident. This 
means that a UK national who owns 
a French property will be able to 
state in a will that they wish UK law 
to be applied to their French estate. 
Those nationals who have not 
specfically included this in their will 
are not covered and French 
succession law will automatically 
apply. This will have no effect on 
inheritance tax. In some cases it 
may be beneficial to opt for French 
succession law, particularly in terms 
of avoiding huge tax bills for 
children from previous marriages. 

LOWDOWN

Things you should know before you start 
looking for a property across the Channel
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Carla Keimpema of 

Tour de Clefs Immobilier 

explains why 

this pretty farmhouse 

near Montbron, on the 

market for €288,750, gets 

her vote

Why does this property stand out for you?

It’s simply a beautiful Charentaise farmhouse, 
presented in move-in condition.

Why is it a great buy?

It’s new to the market and I don’t expect it to be 
available for long. It represents excellent value 
for money with its three bedrooms, two 
bathrooms, pool and near-acre of land.

What’s the wow factor?

The view from the rear terrace over the valley 
– especially in the morning mist!

Who would it suit?

It’s large enough for a family, but it’s an equally 
ideal property for a ‘young’ retired couple who 
love to entertain family and friends.

What is your favourite room or feature?

Definitely the new kitchen/dining room with 
its vaulted ceiling and made-to measure glazed 
doors to the courtyard.

What’s the immediate location like?

There are private gardens to the front and rear 
of the property and it’s the last house in the 
hamlet, so perfectly secluded. And at just five 
minutes’ drive from the local town, it’s quiet 
but not isolated and a rambler’s delight 
(especially for those with four-legged friends).

What’s the appeal of the wider area?

In my opinion, this is the heart of rural France. 
And from here it’s just 10 minutes to an 18-hole 
golf course, 10 minutes from the beautiful 
bourgeois town of La Rochefoucauld with its 
magnificent château, and just 30 minutes to 
Angoulême with its famous Le Tour des 
Ramparts car race and annual cartoon festival. 
The area boasts miles of quiet rural lanes, 
many running alongside rivers – a fisherman’s 
paradise – and the leisure lakes of Haute 
Charente with their man-made beaches and 
activities are close by.

How easy is it to get to? 
The area has excellent infrastructure with easy 
connections to the towns of Limoges, Périgueux 
and Brive-la-Gaillarde. Limoges airport is 
around 45 minutes’ drive, while Bordeaux with 
its bright lights, great shopping and 
international airport is under two hours. �
 
tourdeclefs.fr

MY DREAM HOME
It’s a classic French home on the edge of Dordogne that does it for Carla Keimpema 

Find out more about 

buying and living here     

in our Dordogne guide 

completefrance.com
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