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WELCOME

Matt:Resplendent Quetzal – it’s

one of those species that every

birder dreams of seeing at least once

What bird do you most
want to see anywhere?D

EBATING WHICH
are the world’s best
birds is a bit like
arguing over your

favourite ever footballer
(Gary McAllister, since you
ask) – it’s all down to personal

preference, but it is fun. In our special Britain Vs
The World section, we pit some of our favourite
UK birds against their foreign counterparts, and
only one thing is absolutely certain – they’re all
must-see species. If you’re inspired to look for
some of them, too, then take advantage of our
offer and get a superb Easybirder Finding Birds
In... DVD for just 99p P&P.

One of my favourite British birds is the
Woodcock, just one of the nocturnal and
crepuscular species that Steve Wiltshire
recommends you go looking for on a balmy
summer night (p22). He reminds us once again
that sound is as important as sight for the best
birdwatching, and he might just surprise you with
how much there is to find after dark. So, keep your
copy of Bird Watching to hand and be prepared to
bird around the clock!

Matt Merritt, Editor

VISITOURNEWWEBSITE - www.birdwatching.co.uk
For exclusive content, sightings, news, reviews, competitions, your photos andmuchmore...

Mike R:Andean Condor – I’d love

to see this giant of the bird world in

full flight against the mountains

MikeWeedon: I have tried and

failed to see Tufted Puffin in Japan,

and would love another chance

Assistant editor, Mike Weedon

has been birding like crazy through an

insane April , attempting to add 30

year ticks in 30 days, see p14.

Production editor, Mike Roberts

has visited Leicester a couple of times

recently so, naturally, had to pay his

respects to the local Peregrines.

Meet the team

This month’s experts

Wildlife author James Lowen

highlights how July is the month for

winged-insects – so enjoy butterflies,

dragonflies and more! See page 12.

Dave Gosney produces fantastic

Easybirder DVDs covering destinations

worldwide – and you can see our great

DVD reader offer on page 29.

Author and bird guide Dominic

Couzens sticks up for the male Hobby,

whose life isn’t as glamorous as it may

appear. See page 40.

Roger Fickling has been monitoring

House Martin activity in his

neighbourhood for many years. Read

about his experiences on page 64.

David Lindo visits Eilat, in Israel, which 

is the gateway for millions of migrant 

birds. Read about his trip and its key 

species, Steppe Buzzard, on page 68.

Woodcock
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ON THE COVER
White-tailed Eagle
Markus Varesvuo /NPL
Steller’s Sea Eagle
Stefan Huwiler/ Photoshot
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FULMAR
THE BEAUTIFUL, GENTLE-FACED, stiff-winged Fulmar is one of the great 
success stories of the UK’s breeding bird population over the last 100 years. At 
the end of Queen Victoria’s reign there were 20,000 pairs on St Kilda, but fewer 
than 500 pairs throughout the whole of the rest of the British Isles. The first 
English breeding took place in 1922 in Yorkshire and in Wales in 1931. Now, there 
are more than half a million breeding pairs across the country, spread around all of 
our coast (wherever there are suitable steep cliffs). And out of the breeding 
season, nearly two million birds winter in our waters.

Though they look a bit like gulls, with their grey wings and white underparts 
and heads, Fulmars are, of course, petrels, tubenoses, relatives of the shearwaters 
and storm-petrels. In fact, this is the closest thing to an albatross most of us will 
see in British waters, and you can see the family resemblance in the dark eye 
‘make-up’ and the curiously shaped bill, as well as the straight-winged flight.



FIVE TO FI i

T
HOUGH BIRD SONG is now dropping
down to a minimum, there are still
plenty of birds to look out for in July.
They are just too busy doing other
things to waste time and energy

singing. While most of our breeders will have young
families, the first returning juveniles of Arctic-
breeding waders will be coming back south and
passing through. Seabird colonies will still be busy
and there are more than enough birds out there to
keep any birder entertained.

RARITY RATINGS
Common, widely distribute

Localised – always a trea
Very scarce or rar

TELL US WHAT YOU’VE S

twitter.com/BirdWatc

facebook.com/BirdW

Arguably our most beautiful seabird (though Puffins would also have a case,
and Razorbills and Gannets are not exactly ugly!). It is just that a combination
of jet black plumage, striking white wing ovals and red feet and inner mouth
is hard to beat! Black Guillemots don’t nest on cliffs like Guillemots, but
among boulders, lower down. They are largely birds of the north and west
coasts, with highest numbers on Shetland and Orkney.

BLACK GUILLEMOT

In July, Scotland, including the western and northern islands, is the place
to look for this most exquisite of waterbirds. The Black-throated Diver
may have the more exotic pattern, but the subtle dark red throat
contrasting with the soft, smooth matt grey of the head neck, and the
filigree of the back of the head and that red eye, give the Red-throated a
unique beauty. They breed beside lochs and, even surprisingly small
freshwater lochans, and can be seen either there or flying back and forth
from the sea to bring fish back for youngsters.

Although there is a tiny breeding population (of
fewer than 30 pairs in Scotland), the small, elegant
Wood Sandpiper is mainly a (scarce) passage bird
in the UK. There is a first wave through in May,
and then the first retuning birds start to return in
July. Primarily a freshwater species, Wood
Sandpipers are often very shy and flighty, revealing
the small square rump, pale underwings
(compared to the very dark underwings of the
somewhat similar, but much more black-and-white
and chunky Green Sandpiper).

RED-THROATED DIVER

WOOD SANDPIPER
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RARITY PREDICTOR

Each month we make ‘left-field’

outlandish predictions for the next big

rarity to occur in the UK. Here are our

tips for July, plus a brief brag about how

we have done in the past...

GREATKNOT

There have only been four Great Knots

ever in the UK, and one in

Ireland. This Irish bird

(Dublin in 2004) and

the two most recent

UK records

(Norfolk, 2014;

Lancashire, 2004)

all turned up in

July. The other two

were autumn birds.

So, now is as good a

time to check for a large,

elongated Knot, with unusual plumage

(lacking the brick red that most Knots

have at this time of year).

SHARP-TAILEDSANDPIPER

The Asiatic equivalent of

North America’s

Pectoral Sandpiper is

a much rarer bird in

the UK, with only

about 30 accepted

records. A couple

of these have been

in July, with several

more being in August.

GREATER SAND

PLOVER

Another very rare bird, with just 16

accepted British records.

The last was at the

delightfully named

Stinky Bay,

Benbecula, Outer

Hebrides in

summer 2012.

Summer is the best

time to look for

these rare beach-

lover plovers.

HOW DID WE DO?

� ALPINEACCENTOR

In early May, news was released of one on

Scolt Head Island, Norfolk, on 13 April

(after the Hampshire bird we reported

last month). A twitchable Alpine

Accentor then appeared at Gibraltar

Point, Lincolnshire on 8 May.
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One of the latest arriving summer migrants, the increasingly scarce
Spotted Flycatcher will have been in the breeding swing for the last
month or more, benefiting from the glut of midsummer flying
insects. Though hardly the most brightly coloured birds (the adults
are not even spotted), they have an elegance and grace that lifts

them, especially when performing aerial sallies and
snapping up flying insects, before returning to the

original perch. Spotted Flycatchers are birds of
mature, open woodlands and mature gardens, as

well as cemeteries.

 
 

    
       

    
      
    

  

DID YOU
KNOW?

In 2000, 120,000
pairs of Spotted

Flycatcher nested
in the UK. Now 

there are 36,000

Great Crested Grebes are ubiquitous resident birds across England and Wales, much of
Ireland and southern Scotland (also breeding in north-west Scotland). Their
youngsters are among the most delightful of any British bird, having black-and-white
stripy heads like little swimming humbugs. This month is a good time to look out for
them, though their squeaky begging calls will probably grab your attention first.

GREAT CRESTED GREBE BABIES

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER
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TRACKS & SIGNS

Baby wading birds
Summer is a time when many birdwatchers turn their attention to other

matters, such as orchids, butterflies, dragonflies and family holidays (see

James Lowen’s section on Page 12 for more on this). But it is also a time

when there are baby birds around. Cute cygnets, ducklings, young 

Moorhens and grebes are out on the water. Speckled tailless Blackbirds are

on the lawn, with yellow-washed Blue and Great Tits in the trees above.

Our breeding waders also have some delightful babies, which are usually

up and running almost as soon as they hatch, so have disproportionately long

legs and strong bills, to help them feed themselves almost from the off.

Baby waders often look like mini- almost cartoon-versions of their parents, 

having stumpy models of the adults’ bills. For instance, baby Avocets have a

tell-tale upturn to the bill, baby Oystercatchers have a long straight peg bill

and baby Curlews have a slight down curve to their little beak. 

They also often have fluffy plumage which echoes that of the parents. For

instance, baby Lapwings have a black breast band and white collar and even

a sort of crest, and baby Oystercatchers are ‘black and white’.

So, make sure you look out for these delightful baby birds (from  

a distance, of course), th  h

WHAT ’S IN A

The grouse equivalen
White Grouse, is our
winter. It gets its curi
tàrmachan which lite
means ‘croaker’
(because of the grous
odd croaking call). T
silent ‘p’ was appare
added in 1684 by Rob
Sibbald (the man wh
scientifically describe
Whale or Sibbald’s Ro
Sibbald apparently ga
to give it a Greek app
in the Greek for wing

PTARMIGAN 
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umber of Capercaillies in the UK
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HEAT HAZE AVOIDANCE

No matter how much you pay for your optics, no matter how 

crystal clear your image, heat haze is going to ruin what you can 

see. You simply can’t beat it, but you can try to avoid it. 

There is no special, amazing way to beat the effects of the 

sun, of course, just use of common sense. Take advantage of the 

extended days of midsummer and go out birding before the heat 

of the day starts taking its toll on your birdwatching. Similarly, go 

out late for the relative cool of what passes for evening in July. 

The added advantage is that there is generally much more 

bird activity when the sun is low. Of course, if the sun is not 

ruining everything, then you can bird all day!

FIELDCRAFT
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Mass (in kg) of the 

heaviest known 
Capercaillie  

(a captive bird)

Avocet Lapwing

CurlewOystercatcher
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*Approximate times due to large variance between the 
month’s neap and spring tides. All times are GMT.

SOUTH WEST

Weston Super Mare

(+5:05)

Barnstaple (+4:30)

Newquay (+3:32)

Falmouth (+3:30)

Plymouth (+4:05)

Torquay (+4:40)

Bournemouth  

( 5:09)*

Portland (+4:57)

St Peter Port  

(+4:53)

Swanage ( 5:19)*

Portsmouth ( 2:29)

Southampton ( 2:53)

SOUTH EAST

Ryde ( 2:29)

Brighton ( 2:51)

Eastbourne ( 2:48)

Dungeness ( 3:05)

Dover ( 2:53)

Margate ( 1:52)

Herne Bay ( 1:24)

Southend on sea ( 1:22)

Clacton on sea ( 2:00)

EAST ANGLIA

Felixstowe Pier ( 2:23)

Aldeburgh ( 2:53)

Lowestoft ( 4:23)

Cromer (+4:56)

Hunstanton (+4:44)

WALES

Colwyn Bay ( 2:47)

Holyhead ( 3:28)

Barmouth ( 5:45)

Aberystwyth ( 6:11)

Fishguard (+5:44)

Swansea (+4:42)

Milford Haven (+4:37)

Cardiff (+5:15)

NORTH WEST

Whitehaven (-2:30)

Douglas (-2:44)

Morecambe (-2:33)

Blackpool (-2:50)

NORTH EAST

Skegness (+4:29)

Grimsby (+4:13)

Bridlington (+2:58)

Whitby (+2:20)

Hartlepool (+1:59)

Blyth (+1:46)

Berwick (+0:54)

SCOTLAND

Leith (+0:58)

Dundee (+1:12)

Aberdeen (-0:18)

Fraserburgh (-1:28)

Lossiemouth (-2:00)

Wick (-2:29)

Lerwick (-2:50)

Stromness (-4:29)

Scrabster (-5:09)

Stornoway (+5:30)

Ullapool (+5:36)

Gairloch (+5:16)

Oban (+4:12)

Greenock (-1:19)

Ayr (-1:44)

Campbeltown  

(-1:12)

Girvan (-1:51)

Kirkcudbright Bay 

(-2:25)

IRELAND

Londonderry (-5:32)

Belfast (-2:47)

Donegal (+4:20)

Time m Time mDate
1F 10:41 6.54 23:09 6.67
2Sa 11:46 6.68
3Su 00:12 6.89 12:45 6.84
4M 01:08 7.08 13:38 6.96
5 Tu  02:00  7.23  14:26  7.04
6 W  02:48 7.32  15:11  7.07
7 Th  03:33  7.31  15:54  7.03
8 F  04:17  7.19  16:33  6.88
9 Sa  04:57  6.95  17:09  6.67
10 Su  05:36 6.66  17:45  6.45
11 M  06:14  6.38  18:23  6.24
12 Tu  06:56  6.14  19:09  6.01
13 W  07:47  5.93  20:12  5.83
14 Th  08:48  5.83  21:22  5.80
15 F  09:53  5.87  22:28  5.95
16 Sa  10:58  6.07  23:30  6.23
17 Su  11:58  6.35
18 M  00:23  6.52  12:48  6.61
19 Tu  01:09  6.75  13:32  6.78
20 W  01:51  6.92  14:14  6.90
21 Th  02:33  7.06  14:54  6.98
22 F  03:13  7.17  15:33  7.03
23 Sa  03:54  7.21  16:12  7.01
24 Su  04:35  7.13  16:51  6.93
25 M  05:17  6.94  17:30  6.80
26 Tu  06:03  6.71  18:15  6.65
27 W  06:54  6.48  19:10  6.50
28 Th  07:58  6.30  20:21  6.37
29 F  09:08  6.24  21:36  6.37
30 Sa  10:18  6.28  22:49  6.49
31 Su  11:30  6.44  23:58  6.70

Kate Risely is the British Trust for Ornithology’s 
Garden BirdWatch Organiser

M
Y FIRST EXPERIENCE of
bird ringing was at
university, when I worked
on a winter research
project studying

Chaffinches. We were investigating the
effects of feather mites on wild birds, and
my job was to inspect the wing feathers
of each bird for the tiny mites. However,
the birds themselves, so briefly held and
then released, were of far more interest to
me than the parasites.

Even in winter, the black, blue and
brick-red heads of the males, their green
lower backs and intricately patterned
wings were stunning. For me, as perhaps
for others, the amazing details of these
common garden birds had previously
passed me by, but those ringing sessions
were an education in taking a closer look,
and were my first steps to a career
in ornithology. 

As well as receiving a lesson in the
plumage and anatomy and wonder of
birds, I did also learn about feather mites.
Our measurements didn’t find any link
between numbers of mites and body
condition, and it appears that these
parasites, which live between the fine
filaments of the feathers and feed on the
oil produced by the preen gland, are
relatively harmless passengers. However,
Chaffinches do suffer from other, more
serious, parasites and diseases. One of
the most visible conditions is swollen,
scaly legs and feet, known as leg mange
or scaly leg. There are actually two main
causes of scaly leg: an infestation of
Cnemidocoptes mites, or a viral infection
known as papillomavirus, which both
have similar effects.

Birds with these conditions generally
appear otherwise to be in good health,
though as the condition worsens they
may become lame, less able to forage and
vulnerable to predators. The BTO collects
information on diseased garden wildlife
through the partnership project Garden
Wildlife Health, and are monitoring the
presence of scaly leg in Chaffinches
across the UK.

Chaffinches are also affected by
trichomonosis, the parasitic infection
that emerged suddenly a decade ago
and has led to a crash in Greenfinch
populations. While reports made to
Garden Wildlife Health show that
Chaffinches often suffer from this
disease, they appeared to have avoided
the severe mortality suffered by

Greenfinches, and overall populations
had been holding up. However, Breeding
Bird Survey results from 2013 and 2014
showed that numbers of breeding 
Chaffinches dropped sharply in those 
years and, as I write, we are awaiting the 
final figures for the 2015 breeding 
season. Could this be an effect of disease, 
or could there be another cause? Perhaps 
this is merely a dip, and numbers will be 
back up again before long, but we will be 
monitoring both Chaffinch breeding
numbers, and reports of diseased birds.

Despite the recent downturn, Chaffinch 
numbers are still much higher than they 
were at the start of routine monitoring in 
the 1960s, having shown fairly consistent 
increases from the 1970s to the 2000s. We 
have an estimated 6.2 million breeding 
pairs in this country, making this our 
third most numerous breeding bird 
behind Robin and Wren, and numbers 
swell further in winter by arrivals from 
northern Europe and Scandinavia.

Though originally a woodland species, 
Chaffinches have adapted well to 
suburban and garden habitats, as well as 
to fragmented woodlands and hedgerows, 
and it appears that, at least until recently, 
the changes in our countryside have been 
to their benefit. 

SPECIES UPDATE
A project studying Chaffinch parasites led to Kate falling in
love with these beautiful little birds

The BTO runs volunteer 
surveys to monitor and 
explain changes in bird 
populations. To find out 
more about the 
Waterways Breeding 
Bird Survey visit 
bto.org/wbbs.

KATE RISELY’S

Even in winter, the black, blue and 
brick-red heads of the males, their green 

lower backs and intricately patterned  
wings, were stunning 

Ï OBSERVED
Chaffinch breeding 
numbers and reports of 
diseased birds are being 
closely monitored

UK TIDES

Find the location closest to 
your destination and add or 
subtract the hours and minutes 
from the high tide time at 
London Bridge, below.

The times below are 
for high tide, when 

waders and wildfowl 
will be pushed closer 

to dry land...

July
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BEYOND BIRDWATCHING

LANDSCAPE

INVERTEBRATE

BUTTERFLY

The Marbled White, says author
Patrick Barkham, “would be feted
for its beauty if only it were
rarer”. But why should being
comparatively common preclude
our admiration? This piece of
lepidopteran eye-candy typically
judders low over unimproved
grasslands. Where it flies in
numbers, it creates a blizzard
with its wings of lace.

July is the month of winged insects, says James Lowen, with butterflies,  
dragonflies, moths and more gracing our natural airwaves 

You can only find chalk downland in a
small area of north-west Europe,

particularly Britain. Our attitude to chalk
grasslands has varied from reverence

(think hill forts and burial mounds)
to exploitation (quarries). In July,

untarnished downlands offer
special flora and butterflies

urite July experience starts at 

in a guided bat walk and learn 

use a bat detector to decipher 

he echolocation clicks, smacks 

and fizzes, and identify each 

species. With a torch, watch 

Noctules (left) hawk high in

the sky, Daubenton’s Bat

low over the water, or

pipistrelles in

between.

WATER VOLE

Britain’s Water Vole population leapt

off a precipice during the 1990s,

plummeting by a terrifying 90%.

Gradually this cute, frequently

confiding mammal is returning to

selected waterways. Listen carefully

to hear a Water Vole nibbling or wait

patiently to spot a buoyant,

warm-brown feather duster

swimming across a quiet channel.

Seeing voles is always a treat – and is

comparatively easy in July, when

breeding has inflated populations.

PEROR DRAGONFLY

-octane predators, dragonflies have unrivalled powers of flight and 

t, dexterity and determination. Their names evoke flight styles: hawkers 

skimmers, chasers and darters. Above them all rules the Emperor. Our 

st dragon, the green-eyed, blue-bodied male bosses the air above 

and lakes in an unending flight.

MAMMAL

PLANT MAMMAL

BATS

TTEND A MOTH TRAPPI

EVENT AT A NEARBY

NATURE RESERVE TO SEE

BEAUTIES SUCH AS

ELEPHANT HAWKMOTH

BOG ASPHODEL

Heathland mires and damp 

meadows alike glitter this month 

with the golden spikes of Bog 

Asphodel. Congregations may 

number hundreds, so the collective 

is spectacular – yet individual plants 

merit close perusal. Slender 

drooping petals underpin a 

feathered firework of yellow and 

orange. As July ends, the flowers 

turn rusty, setting the bogs ablaze.

INVERTEBRATEPAUL STERRY/Nature Photographers
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S
INCE I LAST droned on about my eternal
quest for a record Peterborough area year list,
things have a taken a turn for the insane.
Each year, I step back at the end of March
and take account of how the list is getting

on. This year was the ninth I’ve done this review and
the total of 127 species ranks as a moderate fifth.

But, I figured, that if I really went for it, I could add
30 species in the 30 days of April and really kickstart
the year. There are plenty of summer migrants which
appear in April and it is a good month for scarce
wader passage, chats and so on. Things started slowly
and nearly a week in Poland (see June issue) meant
I missed at least eight ‘elite’ birds while I was absent.
However, as Jo picked me up from Peterborough
station on the afternoon of 14th, I heard tell of a newly
found Spoonbill on the Nene Washes at Eldernell…
Well, you’d have done the same, wouldn’t you?

The next day, while cycling in to work, I found
a Little Gull at Ferry Meadows CP. At lunchtime, while
photographing the same gull, I got a call telling me of
a Turnstone (rare around here) on the other side of the
lake! On 17th, I twitched a Redstart at Eldernell on the
Nene Washes. Things were taking off and on 20th
a speedy cycle to catch a typically brief Sandwich Tern
at Ferry Meadows really booted the list into action.

The next day there were Arctic Terns, and the
common migrants were coming in. A Bar-tailed
Godwit turned up on 22 April at March Farmers (Nene
Washes) and two days later there was a Whimbrel
there and a Spotted Redshank. The next day brought
a Wood Warbler (my third ever round here) at Bainton
Pits and on 26 April a twitchable Ring Ouzel; the 30
from 30 days was really looking possible. And a Little 
Tern at Ferry Meadows on 28 April (found by former 
BW editor David Cromack) kept the dream alive.

On the last day of the month, I added Caspian Gull, 
Garden Warbler and Reed Warbler, found a pair of 
Black-necked Grebes on the Nene Washes, and 

twitched a small gang of four immaculate spring male
Whinchats at Woodwalton Fen NNR. I ended the
month on a breathless 161 species, 34 in 30 days!

But year lists must go on and we are now halfway 
through the ‘best’ month. The last couple of weeks 
have been almost as mad as April. I added Hobby, 
Long-eared Owl and Corn Crake on 1 May and on 5th 
jumped on a national bandwagon, finding a neat flock 
of eight immaculate Black Terns at the Baston and 
Langtoft pits in south Lincolnshire. The next day, I 
twitched a beautiful Red-necked Grebe at Crown Lakes 
CP, which serves the fenland village of Farcet. And the 
same evening I found a Temminck’s Stint at Baston 

MIKE WEEDON’S

Mike’s never-ending local year-listing received a bit of a boost during April 
and May, with some lucky finds and a wee bit of twitching

Ï LUNCH TICK
This humble Turnstone
was a key player in the
growth of Mike’s year
list in a crazy April

WEEDON’S WORLD

and Langtoft pits. Oh, and the next day, I was back on
the Nene Washes finding a black-bellied Grey Plover.

So things stood, until last weekend (14th May) when
I was back at the Nene Washes. I arrived at March 
Farmers, scanned a flooded field and immediately saw 
Black Terns (plural). I set up the scope and counted 15 
of the beauties. They soon flew off, heading west, but 
settled after a few hundred metres. So, I scoped them 
again for a recount, a tad against the light. Now there 
were 16 birds and one of them surely had paler wings 
and tail. A White-winged Black Tern? I started jogging 
to catch the flock up before it moved on.

Luckily, they stayed roughly together and I could 
confirm that I had a UK find-tick in White-winged 
Black Tern. As I was calling out the news to a friend, 
though, a second bird flew into view! I was alone with 
arguably my best ever local find and the birds were 
‘antsy’, about to leave any moment. The first recruit 
came running along the bank, Hugh Wright, with his 
barely year-old son on his shoulders, no scope. I 
rushed to meet them with my scope, but the terns had 
gone. Luckily, Hugh picked them up again perhaps  
a kilometre east of us. A decent quorum of birders 
came to see those terns, that evening. And while we 
watched them, three Short-eared Owls, Hobby, two 
Whimbrels, Garganey, Arctic Tern and a fly-by Bittern 
provided decent back-up entertainment.

Later that evening, my terns were almost forgotten, 
as the first Cambridgeshire Great Reed Warbler for 34 
years was found at Paxton Pits. But that is not the 
Peterborough area, so what do I care? 

I’m rather pleased with my find and have clocked up 
a round 170 for the year, so far! What’s next? 

Mike is an obsessive patch lister and keen wildlife photographer in his 
home city of Peterborough, where he lives with his wife, Jo, and children, 
Jasmine and Eddie. You can see his photos at weedworld.blogspot.com
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As I was calling out the news to a friend, 
though, a second bird flew into view. I was 
alone with my best ever local find 



Celestron Nature DX binoculars have som

models for carrying in a pocket or storing

range of 8x32 and 10x32 for those of us

and 10x42 models, to the super bright 8x

user, there is bound to be a model to suit

Featuring close focus down to 6.5ft, idea

colour rendition, BaK-4 Prisms for contra

Purged body, to prevent fogging, Nature

So don’t just see, WATCH the amazing w

binoculars, there is one to suit everyone!

Prices range from £110-£250 depending on model selected.

NATURE DX BI

NATURE DX - 10 X 56

NATURE DX - 8 X 42

NATURE DX - 8 X 25

NATURE DX - 10 X 32

celestron.com

WA T C H ,  D O N ’ T  J U S T  S E E

don’t just see.
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HIDDEN TREASURES
Unwanted collections can prove a major boost for bird conservation – can you help?

G
OT A COLLECTION  
of stamps, coins,
postcards, or
similar? Want to
help international

bird conservation?
You could clear out your attic

and at the same time play a part
in saving some of the world’s
most threatened bird species,
thanks to Collectibles for 
Conservation.

Back in March 2014, BirdLife
Species Champion Daniel 
Mirecki joined forces with
BirdLife International 
with the aim of raising
funds for the BirdLife
Preventing Extinctions
Programme, which has
already benefited species
such as Spoon-billed
Sandpiper, Sociable 
Lapwing, Northern Bald
Ibis, Canada Warbler,
Philippine Eagle and
Secretarybird.

In many cases, such as the
Spoon-billed Sandpiper, the
support of the Programme has
staved off imminent extinction,
and offers hope that a sustainable 
wild population can be rebuilt. 

Daniel’s company, Cover Story, 
has expertise in postal history (old 
letter and correspondence 
archives), philately (old or 
specialised stamp collections), and 
postcards from around the world, 
and his idea was to sell on donated 
collections in aid of BirdLife 
International. Using his 
professional skills and 
connections, he can value 
donations and then ensure that 
they are placed in the auctions 
where they will sell best.

Donations already received 
include several stamp collections, 
one of them bird-themed, coins 

including a 2,000-year-old example
from Afghanistan, and a number
of historic bank-notes.

A 0% vendor’s commission has
been arranged with leading 
auctioneers David Feldman in
Switzerland, and Grosvenor 
Auctions in London. All costs are
borne by Daniel, meaning donors
aren’t charged, and all proceeds go
directly towards helping birds.

Cover Story has also made
contacts with a network of 
specialists in other fields, in order
to maximise the return on 
non-postal collections.

Many lovingly compiled and
much-treasured collections have
now been passed down to younger
generations – some of whom are
less interested in their parents’ and

Ï FUNDS
Donated collections
provide vital resources
to help birds in need

MORE INFO
You can send donations to:  
Jim Lawrence, c/o Collectibles for Conservation, BirdLife 
International, Wellbrook Court, Girton, Cambridge CB3 0NA.
Email: jim.lawrence@birdlife.org or directly to:
Daniel Mirecki at Cover Story, c/o Collectibles for Conservation,  
7a Redcliffe Place, London SW10 9DB.
Tel: 0207 7950133/0208 4464422/0780 1867548, 
email: daniel_mirecki@talk21.com

grandparents’ hobbies and 
pastimes. When this happens, 
collectibles and collections are 
often stored carefully away, 
and usually remain hidden in 
cupboards or drawers for 

years on end.
Daniel said: “Please scour your 

cupboards for collectibles. Perhaps 
you have inherited a collection, 
which is of little interest to you but 
has a financial value, which can 
now be released to help save  
a threatened species from 
extinction.” See the panel for 
details of how you can help.
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HIDE WITH A VIEW

There’s still time to enter our fantastic competition to win a

seven-night birdwatching holiday for two in Mallorca, worth more

than £2,000

We are offering a fantastic prize of a birdwatching holiday for

two people to the birding hotspot of Mallorca. The prize will

include flights, accommodation, all meals and fully guided bird

trips which can be tailored to the lucky winners’ needs. This is a

great opportunity to see some of the great birds of northern

Mallorca as well as sample the best food and fabulous scenery of

this magical island.

PRIZE INCLUDES:
Return flights to Palma Airport; Seven nights accommodation

courtesy of The Torre Playa Apartments, Puerto Pollensa which

is well loved by birdwatchers (and next door to La Gola Reserve);

Guided visits to the best birding sites in the North of Mallorca

courtesy of Mallorca Natural Tours; Boat trip out to see the

Eleonora’s Falcons; Visits to sample the best food in the area;

The trip will be tailor-made to

the winner’s requirements. To

enter and to see terms and

conditions visit:

birdwatching.co.uk/mallorca

The phrase ‘bird hide’ too often 

summons up images of a cramped, 

draughty shed, but it doesn’t have 

to be that way. WWT’s latest hide 

at their Washington Wetland 

Centre (pictured above and right)

is a 16-sided gazebo with ‘surround

sight’ views of a lagoon, the River

Wear, and the Kingfisher Pool.

Designed to be a welcoming space

for all, the hide’s roof is built of

interlocking beams which remove

the need for support pillars, giving more room for visitors, especially those with

pushchairs and wheelchairs. It’s also environmentally friendly, with a living roof to

attract birds and insects while providing sound insulation, and a composting toilet

nearby. ID guides and binoculars are also on hand to enable all visitors to get a

close look at the Oystercatchers and Avocets that breed on the reserve.

A proposed diversion of the M4 motorway could destroy the 

natural beauty of the Gwent Levels, according to the RSPB.

Earlier this year the Welsh government opened a public 

consultation on plans to drive a new motorway through four Sites 

of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) that are uniquely important 

to wildlife in Wales. The Gwent Levels, which sweep along the 

Severn Estuary coastline from Cardiff to beyond the Severn 

Bridge, are home to many threatened species, including the  

red listed Lapwing.

The RSPB is concerned that should the new motorway be 

built, it will create a “lethal barrier of traffic” for ground-based 

wildlife, while the pollution from exhausts and run-off would 

poison land and watercourses, making survival difficult, if not 

impossible, for some species. They are also worried that the 

building of the motorway could set a dangerous precedent and 

enable other such schemes in other parts of the UK.

RSPB Cymru asked everyone who is concerned about 

conserving this vital area to respond to the public consultation 

and received 5,300 responses.

Wildlife concerns 
over motorway plan

£1.9 million
Funding given to the

Hesketh Out Marsh project
by the Landfill

Communities Fund

140
Properties will be

protected from flooding
by the new saltmarsh

224
The number of National

Nature Reserves in
England

IN NUMBERS

190 football 
pitches 

The equivalent size of the 
RSPB’s new saltmarsh 

reserve at Hesketh Out 
Marsh EastA group of community volunteers have created

72 wooden bird boxes to be installed on trees
across Layton Cemetery, Blackpool.

The boxes were built by adults with learning
disabilities as part of their woodwork classes at 
the Blackpool Centre for Independent Living, 
and form part of the second stage of work 
aimed at making the cemetery a nicer place to 
visit, while attracting wildlife to the area. 

Despite falling budgets, work on the cemetery 
by these community volunteers and low level 
offenders working under the community 
payback scheme has already improved the area 
for locals, councillor Martin Mitchell said. 

WIN a fantastic birding 
holiday to Mallorca

RSPB sleepout call
The RSPB’s Big Wild Sleepout is entering its fourth year, 

with the charity hoping that even more families will take the 

opportunity to sleep under the stars while investigating 

Britain’s nocturnal wildlife. Whether you just want to sleep 

in your back garden, or take part in one of the RSPB’s 

organised events at museums and nature reserves, it 

promises to be a wild night. The RSPB Big Wild Sleepout 

takes place between 29-31 July. More details can be found 

at rspb.org.uk/sleepout

Bird box campaign 
brightens cemetery

N E W S  W I R E
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There aremany things thatBoBeolenswould
banish to Room 101 – here are just some of them!

NEWS IN BRIEF

FARM WINS AWARD
Vine House Farm in Lincolnshire has 
been awarded the Charity 
Partnership Small Business Award at 
the 2016 Business Charity Award, as a 
result of its eight-year, million-pound 
support of The Wildlife Trusts. The
family-run business raised the money
through sales of bird food, grown
using methods that encourages 
wildlife, and has pledged to continue
its support of The Wildlife Trusts.

BETTER BIRDING BLOG
Leica have revamped and relaunched
their birding blog to better showcase
nature observation stories from 
around the world. The new blog has
been designed to make it easier to
access reviews of the latest products,
and tips on how to best use them.
Visit blog.leica-birding.com

RESERVE SNEAK PREVIEW
Northumberland Wildlife Trust’s
Hauxley Nature Reserve is closed
until the end of summer, but if you
want a sneak preview of the new
visitor centre, currently under 
construction, as well as other 
improvements to the site, get along
to one of the scheduled open days on
June 11 and 12. Visit nwt.org.uk/

whats-on for more information.

KILLING ON AGENDA
Combatting Illegal Bird Killing on the
Arabian Peninsula and Connecting
People through Bird Migration in
Azerbaijan are two of the topics to be
discussed at the summer meeting of
the Ornithological Society of the
Middle East, the Caucasus and 
Central Asia (OSME) on Saturday,
2 July. The meeting will be held at
BTO Headquarters in Thetford.
For more details visit osme.org/ 

OSPREY NEST SUCCESS
A pair of Ospreys have laid eggs on
the newest nesting platform at 
Kielder Water and Forest Park in
Northumberland. The platform,
installed by a park ranger in 2015,
had been visited by the fish-eating
raptors before, but until now no nest
had been established. 

GRUMPY OLD  
BIRDER

Bo Beolens runs fatbirder.com and other
websites. He has written a number of books

Ï

BANISHED
Bo’s filling up
Room 101 with
birding-related
annoyances

GET IN TOUCH
Do you agree – or disagree – with Bo?  
Get in touch with us at birdwatching@bauermedia.co.uk

H
ow enamoured are you 
of today’s birding scene? 
Do you relish the 
technological 
advantages today’s 

birders have or miss the old 
“anything about, mate?” days?

Like the famous Curate’s Egg… 
birding today is good in part, but not 
everything has got better. Yes, I 
know I am an aging curmudgeon 
pining for the ‘blue remembered 
hills’ of yesterday’s birdwatching, 
but I’m also a bit of a techno-bitch, 
slavering to stay apace with ever-
changing upgrades and envelope 
bursting ‘progress’.

There are plenty of changes I can 
enthuse about but some things get 
my goat so bad I want them assigned 
to the fabled Room 101! Here are my 
three candidates:

1. Birding jargon: “I spent the 
morning watching viz mig, but it 
was mostly mipits and by the time I 
got the call for PG Tips a sprawk had 
it, so I dipped on another stonker”.

This is an example of deliberately 
esoteric language to eliminate 
communication with normal 
mortals. Does it really tax these poor 
souls too much to say ‘visible 
migration’, or is all that energy saved 
a necessary boost for twitching? 
Meadow Pipits and Sparrowhawks 
may be common, but contracting 
their name to a single brief word 
hardly makes them more or less 
exciting. As for the truncated Pallas’s 

Grasshopper Warbler, turning it into
a commercial cuppa makes just no
sense at all. Stonker is another word 
that irritates me no end… because it 
is not a measure of loveliness, but of 
rarity. I’ve twitched with the best of 
them, but nothing will lead me to 
spend hour upon hour watching one 
LBJ simply because it had a bad 
sense of direction or got caught out 
in a storm. 

I appreciate the cryptic splendour 
of a common pipit or wren no more 
or less than a rare one. Rarity does 
not render anything more beautiful, 

and a tick is a tick whether you take
10 minutes or 10 hours to watch it.

2. Competitiveness: I’m a lister;
keeping year, county and country 
lists, but really do not see this as any 
sort of competition with anyone 
other than me. There is nothing on 
Earth that will convince my oldest 
birding buddy that he and I are not 
competing! This might, of course, be 
due to the fact that his UK and world 
life lists are both longer than mine… 
but I really, really don’t mind! What 
I hate most is that some birders feel 
triumphant when their friends miss 
out… I mourn other people’s dips. 

3. The fieldcraft void: Because of 
the ‘sport’ of twitching lots of new 
birders have no experience of how 
the environment works, no 
grounding on common birds and 
other fauna and flora and often no 
understanding of how to view 
wildlife with little impact on its 
well-being. I’m not attacking 
twitching here, only some of the 
mindlessness that spoils too many 
twitches. With luck, twitchers 
become birders become 
conservationists. 

 Stonker is another word 

that irritates me no end… 
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01225 466 364

EL 32 FieldPro
8x32 EL.. £1475
10x32 EL.. £1495
EL 42 FieldPro
8.5x42 EL .. £1800
10x42 EL .. £1820

EL 50 FieldPro
10x50 EL .. £1935
12x50 EL.. £1955

ATX 65
with 25-60x
module

£2150

ATX 85
with 25-60x
module

£2610

ATX 95
with 30-70x
module

£2870

SPOTTING SCOPES

ATS/STS 65HD Body..........................£1080
ATS/STS 80HD Body..........................£1549
20-60x eyepiece............................................£379
25-50x eyepiece............................................£459

Prices include VAT, are correct at time of going to print & are subject to change without notice • Visit our website for full details & the latest prices

Scopes & Packages
601/602 Body ................................... £469
601/602 & 30xW .............................. £698
601/602 & 20-60x ........................... £768
661/662 Body................................... £569
661/662 & 30xW .............................. £788
661/662 & 20-60x ........................... £858
663/664M Body............................... £879
663/664M & 20-60x .................... £1198
773/774 Body ................................ £1629
82SV Body ......................................... £669
82SV & 20-60x .................................. £958
883 & 30xW .................................... £2099
601 Bundle: 20-60x & SoC ............ £649

PA-I5 iPhone 5/5S Digiscoping Adapter. £113
PA-I6 iPhone 6 Digiscoping Adapter ..... £129
PA-I6S iPhone 6S Digiscoping Adapter . £129
DCB II Digiscoping Adapter............... £270
TLS APO 23mm Requires T2 (£16) ..... £362
TLS APO 30mm Requires T2 (£16) ..... £362
TR2 Telescope Rail II ........................ £119
ATX/STX Stay-on-case (complete) ...... £192
ATS/STS 65/80 Stay-on-case .......... £179
AT101 Tripod w/DH101 Head ........ £369
CT101 Tripod Legs ......................... £290
CT Travel Tripod Legs .................... £285
CT101 Tripod w/DH101 Head ........ £529
CT Travel Tripod w/DH101 Head.... £499
DH101 Head................................ £239

PURCHASE AN ATS/STS SCOPE
WITH EYEPIECE AND RECEIVE

A FREE ACE STAY-ON-CASE

Jul 2016

Full image stabilised
binocular range now in stock!

8x25 IS .......................................£265
10x30 IS II .................................£369
12x36 IS III ................................£649
15x50 IS .....................................£879
18x50 IS .....................................£999
10x42 L IS............................... £1279

OPTICS

COMPACT OR STANDARD SIZE

ONLY £17.50
PER PAIR OR
£24.95 FOR
TWIN PACK*

EYESHIELD
WINGED EYECUPS

“It should be 

illegal to sell 

binos without 

these!”

S McAfee

The Avian EyeShields are made of fl exible 
rubber & fit most types of binocular. They 
cradle your eyes, cutting out ambient 
light & significantly improve your viewing 
experience. They also protect against 
wind, dust, rain & snow and can be folded 

down when not in use. 

BINOCULARS

SLC

8x42 SLC..................................... £1179

10x42 SLC .................................. £1245

8x56 SLC..................................... £1475

10x56 SLC .................................. £1520

15x56 SLC .................................. £1565

RANGEFINDER

8x42 EL RANGE .......................... £2195

10x42 EL RANGE ........................ £2270

COMPANION

8x30 CL Companion ..................... £765

10x30 CL Companion................... £785

POCKET

8x25 CL Pocket ............................. £505

10x25  CL Pocket .......................... £540

FREE CLEANING KIT WITH ALL SWAROVSKI
FULL-SIZE BINOCULARS & SCOPES

663M Bundle: 20-60x & SoC ..........£1099
Eyepieces 

TE-17W 30xW for 77/88 ...................£319
TE-11WZ 25-60xW for 77/88 ..........£669
TS-EX16 1.6x Extender for 77/88..£249
TSE-14WD 30xW for 60/66/82 .......£229
TSE-Z9B 20-60x for 60/66/82 ..........£299

Binoculars
8x33 Genesis .....................................£899
10x33  Genesis ..................................£949
8.5x44 Genesis .................................£999
10x44 Genesis ................................£1049
8x25 BD ...............................................£209
10x25 BD ............................................£229

SCOPE ACCESSORIES

FREE ACE STAY-ON-CASE
WORTH £99 WHEN YOU

PURCHASE ANY
COMPLETE SWAROVSKI
ATX SPOTTING SCOPE

New Winged Eyecup
New single eyecup suitable for 
scope eyepieces from 40mm Ø

upwards. Formed from an extremely
flexible & durable material, the

winged eyecup is a little accessory
that will make a big difference to

your viewing enjoyment

EYESHIELD

ONLY £11.50

FREE UK POSTAGE

FREE UK POSTAGE

TSN-883/884 BUNDLE

•TSN-883/884 scope body

•TE-11WZ 20-60x eyepiece

•C-881/2 Stay-on-Case

Only £1999 - Save £931!
Limited stock remaining at this price!

Wilderness 8x25 ......................£59
Wilderness 10x25 ...................£59
Wilderness 8x32 ......................£79
Wilderness 10x32 ...................£79
Wilderness 8x42 ......................£89
Wilderness 10x42 ...................£89
Rainforest Pro 8x32 .............£129
Rainforest Pro 10x32 ..........£129
Rainforest Pro 8x42 .............£159
Rainforest Pro 10x42 ..........£159

of Bath

Now in our 30th year Ace Optics
continue to provide outstanding

customer service and the best prices
on the world’s fi nest optics. 

A RUGGED PAIR
Buy a new pair of Swarovski

SLC 8x42 binoculars
and receive a FREE

Panasonic LUMIX FT30
Waterproof camera worth £109*

*While stocks last, Colours may vary

FREE SET OF AVIAN EYESHIELDS 
WORTH £17.50 WITH ALL ELs



www.aceoptics.co.uk

BL 8x33    HD ..................................... £369
BL 8x44    HD ..................................... £389
BL 10x44   HD ..................................... £389
BL 8x52    HD ..................................... £449
BL 10x52   HD ..................................... £449
BL 8x56     ........................................... £585
BL 15x56    ........................................... £645

High Grade
10x43 HG ........................................... £829
8.5x52 HG .......................................... £949
10x52   HG .......................................... £879
8x56     HG .......................................... £849

BV Series
8x25     BV ........................................... £129
10x25  BV ........................................... £129
8x42     BV ........................................... £169
10x42  BV ........................................... £189

High Grade
SPECIAL OFFER
LIMITED STOCK

8x33     HG ......R.R.P. £945 - NOW £499
8x43     HG ......R.R.P. £969 - NOW £599

16 Green Street, Bath, BA1 2JZ
Fax: 01225 469 761 • Email: optics@aceoptics.co.uk

Open Monday to Saturday, 08:45-18:00hrs - Online 24/7

• +LJK«GH¿«QLWLRQ«	«FRQWUDVW
• Colour fringe free
• AquaDura lens coating
• Close focus from 3.2 metres
• Rich detail - dawn to dusk

APO Televid 82 Angled &
25-50x WW Eyepiece .................£2249

APO Televid 65 Angled &
25-50x WW Eyepiece .................£1849

1.8x Extender .................................. £320

Digiscoping Objective ................ £370

T2 mount (Canon/Nikon/MFT) ... £16

Leica Stay-on Case ........................ £155

Spotting Scopes

Kowa TSN 1/3 ....................................................................£69

Leica Televid 62 Angled ..............................................£80

Leica Televid 77 Angled ..............................................£80

Swarovski ATS/ATM 65 & 80 .....................................£80

Swarovski ATX 65/85/95.............................................£99

Stay
On Cases

E&OE • Free UK postage for items over £200 • Add £7.50 for UK delivery on items below £200

We stock a wide range

of cameras suitable for 

wildlife photography -

visit our website to see the 

full range

Panasonic

DMC-TZ70........ £259

Leica

V-Lux .................. £799
Panasonic

DMC-FZ330 ..... £449

Canon

EOS 1300D....... £369

Our Unique Offer

Situated in the beautiful city

of Bath, our store offers the

chance to compare all of the

top quality optics at discount

prices using our resident

Goshawk in the church.

Should you make a purchase

over £99 we will treat you to

a pie and a pint at the award

winning Old Green Tree pub.

Can you spot

the bird?

LITE
Small enough for
your pocket, yet
large enough for
super performance.

8x28 .... £169 10x28 .. £189

LITE OPEN-BRIDGE
Open-bridge

design Compact.

Wide field of view.

10x50 ......£229

Variable angle

between 0-90°.

9.5/10 in Bird

Watching review.

MULTIVIEW 80

MV80 & 20-60X ............... £339

Terra ED 8x25 ...................... £229
Terra ED 10x25.................... £249
MONOCULARS
MiniQuick 5x10 T* ...........£115
4x12 T* Monocular..........£195
3x12 T* Monocular..........£289
6x18 T* Monocular..........£209
8x20 T* Monocular..........£239
10x25 T* Monocular........£259
SPOTTING SCOPES
85mm Diascope w/20-75x...£2099
65mm Diascope w/15-56x...£1699

VICTORY
Victory 8x42 SF .......... £1845
Victory 10x42 SF ....... £1869
Victory 8x42 HT ......... £1429
Victory 10x42 HT....... £1449
CONQUEST
Conquest 8x32 HD .....£589
Conquest 10x32 HD ...£599
Conquest 8x42 HD .....£699
Conquest 10x42 HD ...£729
COMPACT
Victory 8x20 T* ............. £429
Victory 10x25 T* ........... £449

ED82 MAGNESIUM
• Lightweight magnesium alloy construction
• Superior ED multi-coated optics
• Waterproof & nitrogen fi lled
• Built-in lens hood
• Rotating tripod mount
• 10 year Avian guarantee

Only
£599

MAG F

7x42 ........£379

Exceptional 

performance at an 

aff ordable price

NEW SP
Affordable water-

proof BAK4 roof-

prism binoculars

8x42 .......... £89
10x42 ........ £99

Car Window

Mount

£35
Plus get a FREE pair of Avian SP
8x42 Binoculars with any ED82

purchased during May 2016.

Trinovid 8x42 HD...........................£769

Trinovid 10x42 HD ........................£799

 Trinovid 42 HD 
The ideal universal 

binos. Compact
size. Bright with

high contrast.
Eye-strain free.

Ultravid 8x20 BR ..........................£499

Ultravid 10x25 BR ..........................£529

Trinovid 8x20 BCA .......................£329

Trinovid 10x25 BCA .......................£349

Monovid 8x20 black......................£349

Monovid 8x20 red..........................£379

Monovid 8x20 silver ......................£389

&RPSDFW %LQRFXODUV 	0RQRFXODUV

Purchase any model of Leica
Ultravid HD-Plus & receive free of

charge a Lowepro Tahoe backpack
(RRP £52) or a £50 voucher to

spend in-store.
The Tahoe is rugged but light-

weight & can be used as a daypack
as well as being ideal for your

camera & binocular kit.
Available while stocks last

NEW!

Ultravid 8x32 HD+ ................. £1279

Ultravid 10x32 HD+ ................. £1289

Ultravid 7x42 HD+ ................. £1389

Ultravid 8x42 HD+ ................. £1439

Ultravid 10x42 HD+ ................. £1489

Ultravid 8x50 HD+ ................. £1479

Ultravid 10x50 HD+ ................. £1539

Ultravid 12x50 HD+ ................. £1639

Ultravid HD+ Binoculars

• Precision high-performance lenses

• Improved prism coating

• AquaDura easy-clean coating

• Shock-absorbent rubber armour

• Limited stock at these prices

FREE

LOWEPRO BAG

OR £50 

VOUCHER



F I E L D C R A F T   N I G H T  B I R D I N G

22  July 2016

Ð TAWNY OWL 
The hooting king of the forest
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STARS
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A moonlit night in June can provide the perfect setting to enjoy a spot 
of late-night birdwatching (and listening, too, of course)

 WORDS: STEVE WILTSHIRE AND MATT MERRITT



It’s also worth staying out longer as well, for 
some proper night birding. It’ll certainly be an 
atmospheric experience, and the fact that very few 
people go birding at night means there’s the 
possibility of making some interesting discoveries.

At dusk, a good start would be a trip to a bit of 
wooded heathland: it’s Nightjar time, and many 
birders will be making the annual pilgrimage in 
search of the ‘goatsucker’, but there are other 
crepuscular birds to listen out for, and, as seems 
typical of the twilight tribe – they’re all a bit strange.

Recently I ‘wild camped’ on a patch of heathland. 
No tent, just a sleeping bag in the long grass.  
I thought this would be the best way to get the 
complete ‘Nightjar experience’ – as indeed it was 
– with birds giving a loud ‘Kiiivik’ flight-call and 
occasionally wing-clapping throughout the night. 

Unexpectedly, though, the most memorable bird 
was a drumming Snipe; I’m not sure drumming is 
the right word and think ‘bleating’ is closer. This 
note is produced as the bird’s outer tail-feathers 
vibrate during repeated power-dives. Although I’m 
happy to accept that this is a mechanical noise, 
rather than a vocalisation, I still struggle to get my 
head around how those feathers produce this 
unexpected note. 

Despite being too dark to see the bird, I could 
follow its progress through sound, as it circled this 
particular piece of heathland, the volume 
increasing as the bird plummeted earthward, at 
times, directly overhead. 

I’ve heard plenty of Snipe drumming, but alone 
on the heath in the darkness, this reverberating 
bleating noise was extraordinary, and with 
Nightjar accompaniment – spellbinding. Rest 
assured, I ‘slept’ well away from where either of 
these species might have chosen to nest, and I was 
happy to trade an uncomfortable night for this 
unforgettable experience. 

It was the ensemble that was memorable: 
churring Nightjar, drumming Snipe, along with 
occasional percussion from a squeaking and 
croaking Woodcock. Sites for Nightjar are widely 
publicised and those with some boggy areas may 
well still hold Snipe. With a bit of luck, the last of 
that trio should be fairly easy to encounter too: on 
the woodland’s edge, where the trees meet the 
heath, in a glade, or an area of clear fell.  

The Woodcock, pot-bellied and unstable, can fly 
into the scene unnoticed before drawing attention 
to itself with a high-pitched ‘Siiiip’, then quickly 
exit, grunting and burping as it goes. 

J
UNE IS THE best time of year to take a twilight 
birding walk. Unlike a winter raptor roost stake-out, 
frozen to the spot, hoping for a glimpse of a harrier, 
summer evening birding isn’t an endurance exercise. 
Temperatures will, hopefully, be much more tolerable, 
so the long summer dusk can be enjoyed, quite 
unlike the ‘light-switch’ ending to daylight typical of 
winter. Long evenings, when familiar places and 
favourite reserves can be walked in daylight at nine 
in the evening, are a special time of the year and are 
not to be wasted as you’ll miss out on so much.
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Í NIGHT OWL
Long-eared Owl is one of our two truly nocturnal owl species
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The declining Long-eared Owl might be nearby
in such habitat. By this time of year it’ll be the
young birds’ ‘squeaky-gate’ call to listen out for, 
audible for up to a kilometre away. 

I’ve heard noises in the past which were 
certainly owl, and definitely one of four species,
but exactly which and of what age, still has me
somewhat baffled. Because I don’t hear them very
often, I find it useful to do a bit of owl-sound 
practice beforehand, along with some other 
species that might be encountered. 

It’s worth becoming familiar with Stone-curlew
for example, which are very active and vocal at
dusk. Their call is far-carrying and fly-over birds
are possibly even away from their recognised
strongholds. Finally, while out on the heath, don’t
assume every bird dashing past you will be a
Nightjar; I have seen Hobbies still hunting moths
and beetles well after 10pm.

Head for farmland
Continue the night walk into farmland: it’ll be
quieter out here in the arable fields, but there
might be something. In influx years, Quail can be
widespread; you don’t have to live in the East
Anglian ‘prairies’, I’ve heard Quail singing from
small cereal fields in mixed-farming country. I’ve
even got Quail on the garden list – if hearing one
distantly, while stood at the end of the garden
with cupped ears counts – I’m ticking it. 

Their ‘wet-my-lips’ call travels well and is easily
picked up on a still night. A Corn Crake, however,
is a tall order, but you never know; it’s a true
nocturnal singer, often continuously rasping 

away for hours every night. 
Birds pass through southern and central Britain

on their way to Ireland and the western isles of 
Scotland; birds have turned up on passage in 
suitable habitat in the past. If not a Scottish bird,
then perhaps a wandering bird from the Nene 
Washes introduction project in Cambridgeshire is
increasingly likely. 

Elsewhere, among shorter vegetation, Lapwing
will still be nesting and they will quite happily 
display at night, especially when there is plenty of
moonlight. If you encounter an area of wet-
grassland, there can be lots of activity from 
waders at night, particular if there’s a Fox tracking
across the meadow in search of eggs or chicks, 
sending the Lapwing and Redshank into an 
alarm-calling frenzy.            

No place for torches or binoculars
Now darkness has fully descended it’s time to 
head to the marsh for some proper night birding. 
When I say night birding, I’m not suggesting 
shining torches in bushes looking for owls. In fact,
torches are to be actively discouraged. Artificial 
light will spook wildlife. As with birding in the 
daylight, the idea is to be as unobtrusive as 
possible. If you’ve been out since dusk, your eyes
will have adapted to the decreasing light levels, 
allowing you to move about quite happily without
a torch, especially if there’s a decent moon. 

Birding at night isn’t really a time for binoculars
either – even if they are state-of-the-art, light-
gathering, super-bins – now it’s better just to
listen. Many of the following species sing at dusk,
as well, but so do a lot of others birds. These
species will go on singing well after dusk, they are
true nocturnal songsters, they’ll be easier to detect
and enjoy when other birds have become silent.

The sound of the summer reedbed, supplied by
the common Acrocephalus warblers – Sedge and
Reed – continues at night. Not with the same
intensity as early morning, but, if you visit
a reedbed in the middle of the night, there will
still be warblers chuntering away.

TOP TIP
Your next full moons
will be on July 19 and
August 18, giving you
the best opportunity

for night birding!

 It was the ensemble that was memorable:
churring Nightjar, drumming Snipe, along with
occasional percussion from a squeaking and
croaking Woodcock
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Ï GOATSUCKER
A Nightjar returns to its song post 

Î RARE TARGET
Blyth’s Reed Warbler is a very rare 
but increasing spring visitor to the 
UK, and a champion night singer



It’s the Locustella warblers, though, that are
more typically thought of as crepuscular singers.
Birders will often listen for Grasshopper Warblers
at dawn and dusk, but they’ll regularly sing at
night. To have the best chance of finding a Savi’s
Warbler, a night time trip to a reedbed would be
a good tactic. The Savi’s dull buzz will be easier to
pick up at night when the Locustella warblers are
in good voice and other birds are quieter.

Marsh Warblers will also sing at night but
Blyth’s Reed Warbler would be the ultimate
nocturnal songster to find. On their breeding
grounds they don’t tend to sing at all until
darkness falls. This most tuneful of warbler has
been spreading westward in Europe, recently. Last
year there were at least 20 spring records scattered
across Britain, from London and Wales, to
Yorkshire and Scotland. I have heard one singing
in Britain in June, and it deserves to be on the
radar, but remains very rare.

Marshland night-shift
Bitterns will go on booming into the night, but
there are other marshland specialists to take on
the night-shift: the crakes. Often choosing to sing
from slightly different habitat to Bitterns, they
prefer shorter, shallowly-flooded, fen vegetation,
before the reeds have had a chance to close in.

The Spotted Crake’s call has variously been

described as sounding like a whiplash and
a dripping tap (funny how a whiplash sounds
nothing like a dripping tap). Either way,
recordings of the call can be easily found online
and it’s very distinctive. As appears the case with
many of these nocturnal singers, presumably due
to the lack of any visual display, persistence of
song and volume are the order of the day – or
indeed night.

The Spotted Crake is no exception with birds
being audible for up to two kilomtetres away and
producing up to 90 notes a minute. Although they
have declined in recent years, birds are doubtless
still overlooked owing to the time of day that they
advertise their presence.

Scrub at the edge of a marsh in southern or
eastern England might still have Nightingales.
They don’t sing for much more than a month
a year – blink and you miss it. Sadly, for most of
us now, a special trip is required to enjoy them;

When darkness falls, you can enjoy unadulterated Nightingale. An early-June night, gazing star-ward,    
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ÏGRASSHOPPER WARBLER
The high-pitched reeling song of theGrasshopperWarbler soundsmore
like an insect than a bird

ÎKING SINGER
TheNightingale is the champion night singer of all British birds. Sadly, its
song is heard less often each year
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HOW TO FIND A OWL

Owls are the ultimate night-time birds, right? Well, sort 

of. Out of the UK’s five species, only two are really 

nocturnal. Short-eared Owls, which in summer will be 

hunting over their moorland breeding grounds, are 

crepuscular, being most active at dawn and dusk, and 

the same is true of the Little Owl, introduced from the 

continent in the 19th Century. 

This petite predator is often seen perched on 

fence-posts in the half-light, waiting to snaffle 

unsuspecting beetles, and also perches out in the  

open in full daylight.

Barn Owls, too, hunt in daylight and twilight, 

especially when they have a brood to feed during  

the short nights of summer, or when bad weather  

the previous night has curtailed their foraging. 

That just leaves Long-eared Owls, thinly scattered 

across the UK, breeding in forest (often conifers) close 

to open country, and the Tawny Owl, which despite 

being Britain’s commonest owl, is far more often heard 

than seen.

So, how do you find a Tawny, other than getting lucky  

and glimpsing one in your headlights, or spotting one 

hunched and almost hidden high in a tree during the day?

Well, it’s all down to the sound they make. The 

famous ‘twit-tuwoo’ is, some insist, a combination of the 

‘ke-wick ’ contact call, and a male’s answering song 

‘hoo-hooooou’, although others counter-claim that the 

males often make both sounds, themselves.

Whatever’s the case, summer can be a good time to 

listen and look for Tawny Owls. Until around the end of 

July, the adults will be caring for their voracious young, 

so have to hunt throughout the hours of darkness, while 

from August through to November, juveniles disperse in 

search of their own territories. 

As they do so, adults can often call and sing almost 

incessantly, warding off intruders into their territories.

TWILIGHT

DUSK

NEAR DARK

DARK

Little Owl
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Corn Crake
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      listening to a Nightingale, is the UK’s finest nocturnal birdsong experience

it’s well worth the effort, and also worth waiting
until darkness falls, when other species are quiet
and you can enjoy unadulterated Nightingale.

An early-June night, gazing star-ward, listening
to a Nightingale, is the UK’s finest nocturnal
birdsong experience. Unfortunately, I have visited
too many sites recently, where, having heard
Nightingale in previous years, there is now 
silence. If you still have Nightingales nearby, enjoy
the maestro while you can. 

Other birds in the same genus as Nightingale
(Luscinia) are also nocturnal singers.  
Sadly, we don’t get many other representatives
of this genus in Britain. I can imagine hundreds of
Siberian Rubythroats belting out their songs into
the moonlit taiga forest, with no one around to
listen – what a thought – however, there is a 
potential colonist among their number: the 
Bluethroat. The bird that spent two summers at
WWT Welney recently was originally found as it
sang at night.

Of course, all these species won’t be heard in
a single night, but when the world quietens during
the hours of darkness there are discoveries to be
made and certainly a new birding experience
to be enjoyed. 

Now, seeing as you’re up, you might as well
catch the dawn chorus – Redstart and Robin will
probably be the first to start at about 3.30am!
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GET A FRE
EASYBIRDER VD

HURRY! 
ONLY 2,000 

DVDS 
AVAILABLE

We’ll send you one Easybirder DVD worth £15.95 free of charge*

- you just pay the 99p postage.
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ÐBLACKSTORK
One of hundreds of birds you can
find using these Easybirder DVDs
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THE OFFER

* THIS month we’re offering our readers one 
Easybirder DVD worth £15.95.
You can get this by just paying the 99p postage to 
receive the DVD, call the free phone number below. 
It’s as simple as that!

DVD Themes:
hSouthern Portugal hMallorca hGambia 
hNorth Goa hSouthern Cyprus hLapland 
hSouth FinlandhEstoniahSouth Texas
h

We’re standing at the side of an old stone bridge along a dirt and gravel track 
just outside Valdesalor, Extremadura, Spain, and without an expert guide to 
tell us where to go, we’d have just driven straight by on our way to Merida. 
Luckily, we’re travelling with just such an expert: lying on the roof of the hire 
car next to my Collins Guide is Dave Gosney. Not in person, I’m afraid, but 
his book, Finding Birds in Extremadura, which so far has done exactly what 
the title suggests.

Gosney’s excellent directions and hand-drawn maps have led us to this 
otherwise unassuming spot in central Spain, and within minutes we’ve seen 
almost every species listed in the text as highlights for the site, along with 
many others that we’d have missed out on. I’m relatively new to birding, and 
European travel; our budget has precluded the hiring of an experienced 
native expert, but so far the slim beige volume has led us to Black Vultures, 
some late Bee-eaters and the magnificent sight of a Spanish Imperial Eagle 
flying through the Portilla del Tietar. Gosney has been so reliable that I’m 
already hoping that he’s done a guide to our next holiday destination. 

And he has. In fact, since that trip to Spain, Gosney has become an 
essential travelling companion, and the first port of call when planning a 
holiday is the list of titles on Dave Gosney’s Easybirder website.

Finding Birds in Greece, its pink covers dappled with the dust of the gravel 
roads and splashes from Lake Kerkini and the Evros Delta, takes us to 
massive flocks of flamingos and pelicans, along with Glossy Ibises and Black 
Storks, and more Marsh Harriers and eagles than is decent. 

Finding Birds in Mallorca, our latest acquisition from the range, sees us 
entering Gosney’s oh-so-accurate GPS co-ordinates into our sat nav and 
effortlessly navigating to some of the best birding sites on the island, and, 
in one case, off it.

Gosney guides us to Illa Cabrera in search of Balearic Shearwaters and 
Eleonora’s Falcon. And, as expected, they’re just where he says they will be; 
I’m sure these birds are on Gosney’s payroll.

Of course, sometimes the going is more difficult. At one point we end up 
with our hire car at risk of sinking in salty mud; our fault for not paying 
enough attention to the DVD accompanying the book! This does, however, 

lead to fantastic views of marsh terns and waders, and an up-close 
encounter with a Balearic Warbler, which, without the help of Gosney, we 

would have missed  
   s accuracy, isn’t one to boast; he makes it very 

   ions which birds a traveller is likely to see, or 
    ee, as well as mentioning his own failures and 

 s. Along with the accuracy and ease of use, as 
   the right size to slide into a pocket, it is this 

 ion for and knowledge of the subject which 
 ve Gosney’s guides so accessible, readable and 

 The only problem is picking which one to buy. 

S
o what difference can an Easybirder book 
or DVD make to your birding trip 
overseas? Regular Bird Watching 
contributor Kirk Parsons found out at 
first hand… Only a matter of minutes 
after seeing my first-ever Iberian Grey 
Shrike, I’m excitedly pointing out a small 
group of Great Bustards to my wife as 
they fly straight over our heads. 

hMorocco coast

HOW TO CLAIM 
YOUR DVD

1 Call the free phone number below

2  Make a payment of 99p using your credit  

or debit card to cover postage

3  We will send one of our DVDs selected at 

random – no obligations, no strings attached!

TERMS AND CONDITIONS:
This offer can only redeemed by telephone when calling 0800 665 
469 and quoting BW – DVD.  It is important to note that at the 
time of ordering we will ask you to cover the postage by credit/debit 
card and a payment will be taken of 99p. There are 10 different 
themes of DVDs, one will be picked at random and sent to you by 
second class post, please allow up to 3 weeks for delivery. Call times 
are Monday-Friday 8am-8pm and Weekends 10am-6pm. Calls are 
free from any UK landline and mobiles. This offer cannot be used in 
conjunction with any other offer. Offer available for UK addresses 
only and limited to one per household. Offer closes 7th July 2016 or 
when the limit of 2000 Easybirder DVDs has been reached. This 
offer is provided by Bauer Consumer Media Ltd.

FREEPHONE 0800 665 469  
& QUOTE BW – DVD
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Q&A WITH EASYBIRDER FOUNDER,  
DAVE GOSNEY...

BW: How did Easybirder get started?

DG: I had already written a series of Finding Birds books in

the 1990s and these were so popular that I knew I had a 

winning formula, so when I was made redundant by 

BirdGuides I saw it as an opportunity to not just re-write the

books but also to produce DVDs to accompany them. The

books themselves have no illustrations or photos so, by 

adding the DVDs, I could show readers both the places and

the birds, not just as static photos but on film featuring

panoramas, soundscapes and birdsong. The idea was to

provide a much more complete introduction to an area and

its birds than was possible in a mere book. 

 

BW: Do you use a network of birders to help find the

best sites?

DG: My books and DVDs usually feature a combination of

sites that I’ve known about for years, sites that I’ve found out

about from other publications or from the internet, sites that

I’ve been shown or told about by local experts and sites that

I’ve found myself.

 

BW: How often do you have to research sites in order to

update the books and DVDs?

DG: Once I’ve generated a hit-list of places to check, I then

spend about a month in the area, usually in the spring, trying

to find as many of the key species as possible at each site.

This almost replicates the experience of a UK birder 

holidaying in the area with limited time available so the

books and DVDs give a realistic idea of what is likely in

a short time.

 

BW: Do you have any plans for new destinations to add

to the series?

DG: I’ve just finished the books and DVDs for Hungary and

Poland, based on last year’s spring trip. This year I’m off to

France to re-do Finding Birds in Southern France and I

realise I still haven’t updated the old Romania and Bulgaria

books. Sweden and Corsica are also on my to-do list.

 

BW: And finally, do you have a favourite destination

you’ve visited yourself?

DG: Northern Greece is simply fabulous and under-visited.

Ï GAMBIA
Birdwatchers enjoying a river trip 
in West Africa

Ð FLAMINGOS
Everyone wants to see the elegant 
beauty of Greater Flamingos

ÏÏ PELICANS
Dalmatian Pelicans are on the 
agenda in eastern Europe 
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 Leading specialist in high quality Binoculars & Telescope
We carry one of the largest displays of optical instruments in the UK, available
for you to test in our very own nature reserve: this includes a large pool in front
of the optical showroom with feeding stations to attract a wide variety of birds.

Focus Optics in conjunction with Javier Colvee and
Alvaro Dominguez, our tour guides, offer 4-day birding
tours in the Sierra Oeste area, to the west of Madrid.

Autumn Tour dates now available for booking
Oct 19th - 23rd  & Nov 23rd - 27th (See Website)

‘Heart of Spain Bird Tours’
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Clothing for Birders by  
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Bird Feed & Feeders by CJ Wildbird,  
Nuttery, Squirrel Buster.
40% off Bird Books (Stock only)
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please visit our website www.focusoptics.eu 
Phone or email now for our latest  
price list or visit our showrooms 
e-mail: enquiries@focusoptics.eu

Church Lane, Corley, Coventry CV7 8BA
Tel: 01676 540501/542476 Fax: 01676 540930

www.focusoptics.eu
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Package Deals Attractive discounts. Phone for quotation
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10x50 £229
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Binoculars 2016

Prices on application

Razor HD Spotting Scopes
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IN 
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ANGLED
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ANGLED 85 MM RAZOR HD 

STRAIGHT
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Y UR VIE
PHOTOS, LETTERS, TWEETS, QUESTIONS – HAVE YOUR SAY

Get in touch with Bird Watching

facebook.com/BirdWatchingMag twitter.com/BirdWatchingMag

BirdWatching,MediaHouse, LynchWood, PeterboroughPE2 6EA

birdwatching@bauermedia.co.uk

PHOTO
OFTHE
MONTH

MarshHarrier byWill Morley

Camera: Canon EOS 7DMark II Lens: 400mmShutter Speed: 1/800Aperture: f/8.0 ISO: 500

Pied Flycatcher by Steve Birt. Camera: Canon EOS 7DMKII Lens: 300mm

Shutter Speed: 1/2000Aperture: f/7.1 ISO: 800

Short-earedOwl by Robert Hewitt. Camera: Canon EOS 70D Lens:

200-400mmShutter Speed: 1/800Aperture: 6/6.3 ISO: 200

Mandarin Ducks byNormanClarkson

Camera: NikonCoolpix P610 Shutter Speed: 1/50Aperture: f/5.6 ISO: 200

WIN!
Send us your best birding/ wildlife photos
to birdwatching@bauermedia.co.uk every
month to be within a chance of winning a
mystery prize. This month’s winner is Will
Morley. All images should be high
resolution (300dpi).

Shelduck byGeoff Gramlick

Camera: Leica V-Lux 4 Shutter Speed: 6/1300

Aperture: f / 4.0 ISO: 100



A Swift and I’d fly
south when it

gets chilly
Nicholas Petrie

An albatross, then I
could travel the world

Liz Palmer
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GO BACK TO THE
BASICS OF BIRDING

Whydidn’teagle studies
includenorthofEngland?
The recent announcement that the Haweswater Golden Eagle

was probably dead is a dreadful indictment of the management

of this species. There have been numerous occasions on which

the RSPB has said that they couldn’t manage the area specifically

for one species, even though that was England’s rarest species.

I also know of no proof that the eagle is dead, only that it’s

missing, so why be so negative? But this isn’t simply a local

problem. In 2008, a document entitled ‘A conservation

framework for the Golden Eagle in Scotland’ was published and

in 2014 the report ‘Golden Eagles in the south of Scotland: an

overview’ was published. Golden Eagles don’t recognise national

boundaries so why didn’t these studies include the north of

England? Why does positive management of the Golden Eagle

stop at the England/Scotland border?

Dave Walker, Cumbria (author of Call of the Eagle)

It’s strange that your excellent

magazine is called Bird Watching, why?

Because it is becoming clear to me

that many more people simply want to

see birds. Let me explain.

I am lucky enough to be a volunteer

at RSPB Titchwell and Snettisham and

almost the first thing people ask me

when I am on site is “much about?”. I

have become increasingly aware that

this question actually means, “anything

rare?”. So many people simply want to

tick birds off a list, be it day, year,

reserve, county, life, the list seems

almost endless. When I reply “yes,

loads, there’s some great Coot action

on one of the pools, and the Blue Tits

are taking food to one of the boxes”

they so often look at me as if I’m an

idiot. People seem to have lost the

love of simply watching birds for the

sake of it. I can spend hours watching

Marsh Harriers drifting over the reed

beds or seeing Greylag defend their

young from anything that comes close.

You get my point, I hope. I will

confess to keeping a year list, but it is

used for reference so that the following

year I have an idea when certain birds

depart or arrive, I can then tell people

that it is unlikely they saw a certain bird

in January as they don’t normally arrive

until April! I guess my point is, it’s time

we got away from being obsessive

about seeing every bird possible and

got back to enjoying watching birds no

matter how common they are.

Les Bunyan, Norfolk

TWEETS & POSTS

A Cormorant so I could sun
myself at the seaside all day

Chris McWillis

A Kingfisher, they are so
pretty and always

seem busy
Sarah Hall

A Lesser Spotted
Woodpecker. I’d look in the
mirror and actually see they 
do exist, I’ve never seen one

Graham Powell

A Buzzard floating on the thermals
Jim McKeown

A Bee-eater, their colours
are so lovely

Toa Thiruvinothini
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Marsh Harrier

OH, THE GOOD OLD DAYS! 
Having just read Bo’s article in the May issue of Bird Watching,  

I can confirm it’s all true. Can’t remember the Red-backed Shrike 

though, never seen one in England. I do remember Wrynecks in 

and around Aylesford. Now, no more, alas. Like so much else. 

Steve Lea

If you could be a bird 
for one day, which 
bird would you be  

and why?

Puffin, then everyone would 
say ‘isn’t she cute’

Carol Beckett

A hummingbird because 
they are beautiful
Margaret Samuel

Red-backed Shrike
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WHY TAP ON WINDOW?

What is this bird?

Have you got a question 
about your local patch 
or bird identification?  

Email your question to 
birdwatching@

bauermedia.co.uk

QWe have a pair of Dunnocks, which

we think have nested. Outside our

kitchen window we have a clematis and

the male Dunnock has been landing on it

and flying around it, wings flapping and

tail up. It then goes on to the lower part

and starts to fly at the kitchen window,

tapping it with its beak.

We have a flowering orchid on the sill

and we thought this was what was

attracting the Dunnock. We moved it 

but the bird is still tapping. Is it possible 

the Dunnock sees a reflection and thinks 

it is another Dunnock?

Neale Rowley

ADunnocks can be very aggressive

little birds, not least because of their,

how shall we say, ‘colourful’ sex lives. This

one is almost certainly seeing its reflection

as a possible rival for the affections of its

mate or mates, and is attacking in an

attempt to drive off the ‘other Dunnock’.

This is quite common behaviour in

Dunnocks and certain other species, such

as Robins and wagtails, which are also

fiercely territorial. One way to stop this

behaviour, enabling the bird to preserve

its energy for more important things, is to

put some cling film or non-reflective 

cellophane on the window in question.

Q Walking round my local 

reservoir I took this photo 

of what I believed to be a Chiffchaff

or Willow Warbler, but on closer 

inspection when I got home I noticed

that it didn’t have the thick yellow

stripe around its eye, was more 

dumpy, and had a more orange bill.

Ann Quayle, Barrow-in-Furness,
Cumbria 

A Looking closely at this bird, we 

have, like you, narrowed it down 

to Willow Warbler or Chiffchaff. 

You’ve already pointed out the lack of 

a distinct eye-stripe or supercilium, 

which in itself would point us towards 

Chiffchaff, but plumage features can 

vary between individual birds, as can 

bill colour, so this isn’t conclusive. This

bird’s cheek does look quite dark, 

displaying that eye ring quite well, 

which again points us towards a 

Chiffchaff. The clincher for us, though,

lies in the primary wing feathers. They

seem to be fairly evenly spaced, and 

don’t project back as far as we’d 

expect for Willow Warbler, so we’re 

pretty sure it’s a Chiffchaff.

Normalmating behaviour?

Q We live on the edge of the woodland in the Forest of

Dean. Last week, I was able to observe a pair of

Chiffchaffs courting (in a Hazel shrub). I spotted a third lurking

about six feet lower down the tree. It was watching the pair very

closely, but was unusually still and silent, drawn up against the

tree trunk, as if hiding. When the female signalled she was

‘ready’, this third bird flew straight to her, mated, and flew off as

quickly as he had arrived. This happened in a split second,

before the female or ‘legitimate’ male had realised what was

going on. I am not sure the female even knew she had been

mated by this gate-crasher. It seems to me this is a clever

strategy for unattached male birds. Does it happen often?

Lynne Mayers, Gloucestershire

A Letting another male do all the work before swooping in

and taking the prize seems to be a fairly common method

used by males who may not otherwise be able to win in the

competition for a female’s affections. We’ve certainly heard of

this behaviour in Dunnocks before now, and similar ‘cheating’

methods of

mating have been

recorded among

such species as

Blackbirds and

Great Tits.

GET IN TOUCH
h birdwatching@bauermedia.co.uk
h facebook.com/BirdWatchingMag
h twitter.com/BirdWatchingMag

Q Have just returned from a walk by the River Yare, 

where I found this bird. I’ve never seen it before, is it 

new to the UK?

Dennis Thompson

AThis is an Egyptian Goose, a close relative of the 

Shelduck, and once considered sacred by the 

Egyptians. They’re not exactly newcomers, having been 

introduced in the 18th Century as an ornamental bird, with 

several escaping shortly afterwards. The Egyptian Goose 

is still often considered a feral species, opening up again 

the old question of how long a bird needs to be breeding 

here before it becomes an accepted ‘native’ (Egyptian 

Goose was only officially added to the UK list in 1971). 

They are mainly found in East Anglia and the London 

area, with growing populations in the East Midlands, so 

your sighting by the Yare would not be unusual. It’s not a 

species that is encouraged, however, and in 2009 it was 

declared a pest species, in no small part due to its 

propensity to take nest sites from native birds (as a pair 

recently did to a pair of Ospreys at Rutland Water).

Is this bird a UK newcomer?
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Dunnock

Egyptian Goose

Dunnock
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ESPITE HAVING WRITTEN for Bird Watching magazine
for many years, I still don’t know what the magazine’s
policy is on minorities. Never mind that, this month I am
going to do my bit for the oppressed, in line with the
zeitgeist. If I play my cards right, I might even get a public
service award, which would be nice. But anyway, it is
a privilege, sometimes, to bring to public attention the
plight of a group in our midst who are downtrodden,
unappreciated, overworked and forgotten.

ÐHEATHLANDBIRD
Once a heathland specialist, the
Hobby (the pale feather fringes
betray this as a juvenile) now
breeds in a wide range of habitats

AHobby’s work is never done – particularly if you’re a new father, it would seem

DOMINIC COUZENS ON
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They live in tough conditions, with little help, and 
have enormous responsibility. Ladies and 
gentlemen, I bring you – male birds in the 
breeding season. I want to introduce you to one  
of them, from somewhere in southern England.  
I have been granted privileged access to this bird, 
to look more closely into its lifestyle. This hasn’t 
been easy to arrange, partly because much of the 
information is held in dense scientific tomes. 
Anyway, I have been asked to withhold its real 
name, but I can tell you that it is a Hobby, a member 
of the falcon family famous for its fast flight. This 
Hobby, it should be pointed out, is a migrant.

Most people think that the life of a Hobby is 
exciting and glamorous, and that is what is so sad. 
Birdwatchers see Hobbies in the sky and feel the 
freedom. They watch as the birds soar in the 
slightest zephyrs in the sky, ride the currents, 
twist and turn at the twitch of a wing-tip. They 
watch as the falcon sweeps down and accelerates 
towards nimble aerial prey. They watch Hobbies 
snatching dragonflies in mid-air with a last 
millisecond twist. It all looks so effortless, so 
natural. The Hobby is the last bird in the world 
that you think might need help.

You might be interested in the 
background to this article,  
the tinder that lit this plea. 
I was scouring the pages 
of Birds of the Western 
Palearctic. There, hidden 

among the official documents, was a shocking 
revelation, one you might scarcely believe.

 
Hobbies sometimes catch Moles
Yes, it’s true. Sometimes they catch voles, too. And 
shrews. It is also on file that they have been known 
to steal this type of prey from other birds, mainly 
Kestrels. No further action was taken, however.

At first you might miss the significance of this. 
But, as this particular individual Hobby might 
have revealed, catching Moles for yourself requires 
going down to ground and getting your feet 
muddy. There is no flight involved. Hobbies are 
not using their skills when they are forced to work 
like this. It might be good enough for a Buzzard, 
but for a Hobby? Is it anything other than a tragic 
waste? Our Hobby is coy about the source of its 
problems, but it is a tale you will have heard 
hundreds of times before. 

It is a tale of trying to make ends meet, of 
reluctantly taking the lowest common 
denominator. You cannot catch Swifts and House 
Martins all of the time. Sometimes you must catch 
House Sparrows, and Meadow Pipits, even 
Linnets. This is not what you dreamt about, but it 
is what the family need.

Our unnamed Hobby intimated that things 
had changed when he and his partner, just 

arrived from Africa, had moved into a 
nest built by a pair of Carrion Crows in 
a pine tree. In the early days, the two 
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Ð
�SPECIES  
FACTFILE

HOBBY
Scientific name: 
Falco subbuteo

Length: 30-26cm

Wingspan: 70-84cm

UK numbers: 2,800 pairs

Habitat: Woodland edges, 
heathlands. Gravel pits also 

popular

Diet: Insects and small birds



42  July 2016

Long-winged and relatively short-tailed,
Hobbies aremasters of the skies

D
av
id
C
ha
pm

an
/
A
la
m
y
St
oc
k
Ph
ot
o

new arrivals only ever hunted in flight, feeding on
insects, often long into the evenings. Moths,
beetles, ants – it didn’t matter. It was hard at
times, particularly in bad weather, but they
survived. Then, though, the female began to lay
the clutch of eggs and immediately became more
demanding. Insects weren’t enough. It had to be
bird flesh and, as we’ve seen, even mammal flesh.
And practically at all times of the day and night.

The partner stopped going out. She would spend
virtually all her time on the nest. It took her just
less than a week to complete the clutch of three
eggs. Every single day, from dawn to dusk, she
never once took any exercise, except when food
deliveries arrived from the male. Then, awakening
from her presumed torpor, the female would
demand a food pass. The male would swoop in
and drop the delivery in mid-air, while she caught
it. That was it, nothing more – there was barely
an acknowledgement.

Our male would never apportion blame – it is
a bird, after all, and they don’t do blame; they
either survive or not. However, the eggs were laid
in mid-June and the female incubated for the
whole of the next month. Never once in that time
did the partner catch a single item for herself, and
barely stretched her wings.

The male Hobby attested that, several times
when he visited the nest, a large moth flew right
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ÐON THE WING
Ahigh proportion of Hobbies’
diets, particularly in late summer
and autumn, consists of
dragonflies, taken in flight

ÍBIRD FLESH
Given an abundant supply,
Hobbies will bring hirundines (left)
or even Swifts (above) for their
young, as a great source of
aerial protein

Most people think that the life
of a Hobby is exciting and glamorous,
and that is what is so sad
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ERE TO WATCH?
  nly be seen in central, southern 

  and but sightings in south Wales, 
  d and southern Scotland are 

  em hunting over woodland edges 
  where large insects are plentiful. 

    favourite, too. It hunts over open 
  also over water. When hunting, it’s 

   speeds and breathtaking turns. 
  flies and other large insects with 

    them in flight.

past, in easy range. In former times she would 
never have missed an opportunity like that as 
Emperor Moths were a favourite tipple. You can 
understand, it was particularly galling for the 
male to be bringing in a House Martin – really 
hard to catch – when a moth is flying almost in 
front of your partner’s nose. 

I visited the family a few weeks ago. The eggs 
had hatched. The male’s day began at 4.40am, 
when it flew into the twilight. Half an hour later it 
brought in the first meal for the family. There was 
an awkward silence when I realised the meal was 
a Linnet. The female didn’t ever bother with the 
food-pass, just stayed on the nest and delivered 
the meagre bundle to the chicks. 

It was a torrid day. The male did its best and 
brought in seven items, all of them birds, and not 
a single House Martin or Swift was among them. 
The last meal came in at 8pm, more than 15 hours 
after the first. The young were adequately fed,  
and the female took in the second last item,  
a Sky Lark, for itself. I wondered if every day was 
like this, but wasn’t able to get an answer. I heard, 
though, that the previous day had been something 
of a low point: a Bank Vole.

I didn’t hear from my correspondent for a while 
after that, so I tried to find out what I could. It was 
quite surprising to hear that the young were doing 
fine. A whole month after hatching they were 

  y   all three had survived. But was 
the male Hobby any better supported? 

I tried to obtain some information from the 
partner. She was preening and doing her nails, 
that is, her claws. I heard later that throughout the 
breeding period she had not caught a single meal 
for the chicks. After the last meal was delivered 
the male would often go out at night, catching 
insects. Who could have guessed that males would 
be treated like this? 

For two months some males bring in everything 
for the whole family, and the strain reduces them 
to catching terrestrial fur and cheap fare such as 
House Sparrow. The more enlightened partners 
help in later stages, but there is simply too much 
of this dumping of responsibility on the male 
going on in the birding world.

I must speak out. Hobby females are bone idle, 
and they are not alone. Oh dear, too much honesty. 
There goes my public service award. 



RosamondRichardson is an author and journalist who also writes for
The Countryman, and her Waiting for the Albino Dunnock will be
published in spring 2017
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ÏDECLINE
A lack of food during
the breeding season  
is blamed for fewer  
Turtle Dove nesting 
attempts

L
ATE MAY, A tranquil afternoon at
Fowlmere in Cambridgeshire. Water lay like
silk under a clear blue sky, reflecting a 
couple of male Teal in bright plumage. The
resident Grey Heron was hunched in his

usual position by the edge of the reedbed, occasionally
moving his head to display long yellow beak in profile.
A Reed Warbler fluttered along the bank, in and out of
its invisible nest in the reeds, feeding young, 
balancing on the bouncing stems between flitting and
flying around. 

A pair of Swallows was dashing over the surface of
the mere, drinking. The joie de vivre of bird-freedom.
Like a Japanese scroll painting, sharp blades of sedge
were reflected in the sheen of the chalk stream that
meanders through the reserve. Looking down into the
still water under the still sky was to gaze into the 
heart of silence. Into that silence, a Turtle Dove 
purred. Unmistakable, the onomatopeic ‘turrturr’ of its
name, the pulse of sound somehow expressing the
gentle beauty of this dove. The sound of summer. 

I scanned intently, but that day never saw the bird
who made it. Streptopelia turtur is an increasingly 
scarce visitor to England these days; Turtle Doves 
have suffered a 95% UK population decline since 1970, 
and a 74% decline across Europe since 1980. They 
arrive (if at all) in late April and May, leaving again 
between July and September. I had long wanted to see 
a Turtle Dove, and although I didn’t spot the owner of 
the song at Fowlmere, I was thrilled to hear it. 

It was on a visit to Macedonia that I got luckier.  
On the last day of a week’s birdwatching in wild 
places, we were driving back towards Skopje for the 
homeward journey. Crossing open countryside dotted 
with small farms, a pair of Turtle Doves were sitting 
on a five-bar gate. We stopped the car to get a good 
view of them. Seemingly unperturbed by our 
presence, they continued ruminating on their 
temporary perch. 

They are incredibly beautiful: the sky-blue head,  
the beady amber eye, the dark bill, the striped collar 
on the side of the neck – dark lines on pale turquoise 
– and breast feathers that fade into dove-grey with  
a pinkish tinge over the belly. The wings are edged in 
smoke-blue with darker grey primaries, marbled 
cinnamon and charcoal upper wings covering the 
blue-grey back. And pink feet. The tail is long, 
wedge-shaped in flight, brownish-black with a pure 
white scalloped border.

This pair of birds, surely a happily married couple, 
had a demure presence, dainty birds, smaller and 

slighter in build than other doves (they are the same 
length as a blackbird, but with wider wingspan). 

One of the romantic appeals of Turtle Doves, as well 
as their beauty, is that they form strong pair bonds. 
European Turtle Doves are emblems of devoted love. 
In The Twelve Days of Christmas, the Turtle Dove is 
the gift ‘my true love gives to me’ on the second day. 
But the humans who apparently so love them are 
destroying their habitats. 

Turtle Doves feed on crop grains and wildflower 
seeds, including buttercup and chickweed, but the 
weeds on which they depend, and especially their 
favourite Fumitory (when did any of us last see areas 
of Fumitory growing wild, now our meadowlands 
have disappeared under the plough?) are becoming 
increasingly scarce because of agrochemicals. 

Turtle Doves used to be seen along woodland edges, 
in overgrown hedgerows or on open farmland 
scattered with bushes, as I saw them that day in 
Macedonia. Even large rural gardens. No longer. 

They would have been common in the English 
countryside in Dorothy Wordsworth’s time. In The 
Grasmere Journals, in an entry dated January 1802, 
she relates the story of Barbara Wilkinson’s Turtle 
Dove with: “Barbara was an old maid. She had two 
Turtle Doves. One of them died the first year I think. 
The other bird continued to live alone in its cage for 
nine years, but for one whole year it had a companion 
and daily visitor, a little mouse that used to come and 
feed with it, and the Dove would caress it, and cover it 
with its wings, and make a loving noise to it. 

“The mouse though did not testify equal delight in 
the Dove’s company yet it was at perfect ease. The 
poor mouse disappeared and the Dove was left 
solitary until its death.” 

ROSAMOND RICHARDSON’S

 urr’ was once a common sound in the English countryside 

LECTIONS

They are incredibly beautiful: the sky-blue head, 
the beady amber eye, the dark bill, the striped 
collar on the side of the neck – dark lines on pale 
turquoise – and breast feathers that fade into dove-grey 
with a pinkish tinge over the belly

44  July 2016
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GO BIRDING

KEY

Sites may be best visited by car, or a car may
be required to get from point to point.

Requires birding to be done on foot.

Specified points to visit, but can be done in
any order (known as KEYPOINTS)

Specified points to visit and are best done in
numerical order (known as WAYMARKERS)

NB: The MILES ON FOOT is the amount of miles you
will need to walk and not necessarily the amount of miles
in the whole route. The TIME is how many hours we 
recommend. So, if there are fewer miles per hour, it 
maybe that there is more to see.

THE BEST PLACES TO WATCH BIRDS IN JULY

COLLECT  
& KEEP

Every month we bring  
you 10 more sites to  

build up your  
GO BIRDING  

collection

CANON TUMP

Situated right in the heart of
Herefordshire’s Golden Valley, this
reserve gets great raptors overhead

KILLIECRANKIE

A spectacular gorge packed with wildlife to 
match, plus a battle site to explore

DODD WOOD

Find great 
woodland birds 
close to 
Bassenthwaite
Lake, and its
nesting Ospreys

CAIRNS OF COLL

Leave dry land behind in search of seabirds 
such as the gorgeous Black Guillemot

STEEL HEATH

This former common land has become a 
haven for a variety of passerine species

NEW QUAY

Clifftop birding could bring Choughs, 
seabirds and the chance of dolphins

CHOBHAM COMMON

Dartford Warbler is among the classic 
heathland birds to be found here

2

0

3

4

6

8

TOPHILL LOW

A working water treatment works 
that has amassed an amazing list of 
rarities, plus good resident birds

CASTLE HEDINGHAM

Everything from 
Barn Owl to 
Grasshopper
Warbler on
a charming
rural walk

Nightjars and owls are the star attractions 
here, plus the tallest tree in England!

9

MORE 
SITES
For a full list  

of the sites we’ve  
featured, go to 
birdwatching. 
co.uk/gbindex

CROYDON HILL
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GRID REF:NN913 630
POSTCODE: PH16 5LG
HOW TO GET THERE: From south, drive on
the A9 till you have passed Pitlochry. There is a
minor road on your left signed post to
Killiecrankie [brown signs]. From the north turn
off the A9 at Blair Atholl and follow the signs
for Killiecrankie on theminor road passing
through the village of the same name
WHERE TO PARK: Themain car-parking area
is by theNational Trust for Scotland centre
TERRAIN: Most of the tracks are hard under
foot with varied incline, especially dropping
down to the bottom of the viaduct, while the
woodland can have the odd puddle.
Recent floods have damaged a small
footbridge, but hopefully will be repaired ready
for the spring season. Stout foot wear
is advisable
FACILITIES:Here and Pitlochry
PUBLIC TRANSPORT: Buses and trains from
Pitlochry. Call Travel line Scotland,
tel: 0871 200 22 33
ORGANISATIONS:TheNational Trust for
Scotland, HermistonQuay, 5 Cultins Rd,
Edinburgh, EH11 4DF. Tel: 0131 458 0200 / The
SOC, The Scottish Birdwatching Resource
Centre,WaterstonHouse, Aberlady, East
Lothian, EH32 0PY, Scotland
CLUB CONTACT: SOCCentral Scotland –
Perthshire, contact: Mr R LGooch, tel:
01259 742326; Recorder Perth & Kinross,
Scott Paterson.
Email: scottpaterson12@yahoo.co.uk
MAPS:OSLandranger 43, 52/53

Historic pass is a great stopping-off place for birdwatchers

KILLIECRANKIE

SITE 1 PERTH & KINROSS //

KILLIECRANKIE IS WELL
known for the battle that took
place between Jacobite and

9, which was
local army
g the terrain.
the flight of
nment troops
attle, one

de a
escape by
n onto the

MILES ON FOOT: 4 TIME: 2 HOURS 

SITE STATS

KEY POINTS

1Park in the National Trust car park.
Check the feeders for local tits  

and woodpeckers. Red Squirrels are  
also likely.

2 Walk out to ‘Soldier’s Leap’ checking 
the flora and look out for woodland 

birds. Use the high point to look down river 
for raptors. Do not walk on the slippery 
rocks by the leap.

3Walk down under the viaduct and onto
the gravel shoal looking for Goosander 

and any passing Ospreys. 

4 Walk along the trail looking out for 
signs of Otter and listening for the 

sound of singing flycatchers and Redstarts.

5 Walk down to the bridge looking out 
for Grey Wagtail and Dipper.

Common Sandpiper

Wood 
Warbler
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TOP TIP
One notable butterfly to 
look out for is the Scotch 

Argus along with the 
secretive Purple 

Hairstreak

rocky riverbank and making an 
18-foot leap across the fast flowing 
River Garry. The area is now a Site of
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) for its
wildlife set in this amazing gorge.

There is a large area of mainly
broad-leaved woodland which
encourages some of the best summer
migrants, like Pied Flycatcher,
Redstart and Wood Warbler to breed.
Other woodland birds to look for
include Great Spotted Woodpecker,
Treecreeper, Siskin and redpoll.

The river adds a few gems, such as
Dipper and Grey Wagtail, with
Goosander finding plenty of fish here.
Common Sandpiper will follow the
river upstream with Oystercatcher and
Woodcock over the river at dusk.
Ospreys nest locally, so always look
out for them passing by; with Buzzard
and Sparrowhawk nesting in the
woodland. In autumn, the place comes
alive with fungi, with more than 400
species found here and the ‘Soldier’s
Leap’ is a great place to watch Salmon
moving up the river.

With this abundance of fish, Otters
are never too far away with Badgers,
Foxes and Roe Deer also possible so
there’s plenty to see, here.
JOHN MILES
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GRID REF: NM 505 551
POSTCODE: PA75 6QR
HOW TO GET THERE: From the east of the
island use the A849 north joining the A848 at
Salen taking you to Tobermory. Go around the
only roundabout on the island and drop down
the hill to the town
WHERE TO PARK: Themain car-parking area
is by the Taigh Solais visitor centre or along the
main street in Tobermory
TERRAIN: If you can chose then a calm day is
ideal for the seven-hour trip (two- and
four-hour trips are available)
INFORMATION: sealifesurveys.com/
tobermory.co.uk/
FACILITIES: Tobermory has all facilities.
PUBLIC TRANSPORT: Bus service running
from the ferry at Craignure. Ferry information,
tel: CaledonianMacbrayne on 01631 566966
ORGANISATIONS: The SOC, The Scottish
Birdwatching Resource Centre,Waterston
House, Aberlady, East Lothian, EH32 0PY,
Scotland.Web: sealifesurveys.com/
CLUB CONTACT: Web:mullbirdclub.org.uk/
Club Secretary email: j.phall142@gmail.com;
RECORDER: Mull Bird Recorder (Alan
Spellman) email:mullbirds@btinternet.com
MAPS: OS Explorer 374

Take to the sea for great birds and much more

CAIRNS OF COLL

SITE 2 ARGYLL //

IWAS PRIVILEGED TO BE ON THIS
trip in August 2015 on a relatively
calm day. You start at Tobermory

and I went with Sealife Surveys as my
son Ewan was working on the boat
that day. Things can happen even as
you leave the harbour, with Otter and
even Bottlenosed Dolphin. Check
Calve Island for Hen Harrier or Red
Deer. Along the shore past Rubha nan
Gall Lighthouse you can have Black
Guillemot, Shag, several gull species
and even divers are possible. You are
soon looking for White-tailed Eagles
along the cliffs with Golden Eagles,
Peregrines or Ravens possible. A pod
of Bottlenosed Dolphins enjoyed this
area in 2015.

Crossing to Ardnamurchan look out
for auks with Puffins possible. In
August, you may see Guillemots in
tow, with their single young
swimming by! The Ardnamurchan
Peninsula has its classics like Wild Cat
and Pine Marten, but the eagles are
the ones to look for on this trip. With
the many Manx Shearwaters, look out
for Balearic and Sooty Shearwaters
and, in May, there is a good passage
of skuas with even Pomarine and
Long-tailed Skuas photographed from
the boat. Some other good records
from here include Red-necked
Phalarope, Hobby and Swift, which
is rare here. The closer you get to the
Cairns, the better things get with mass

MILES ON FOOT: 0 TIME: 7 HOURS 

SITE STATS

KEY POINTS

1
Book in for your trip out to sea at Tobermoray. I

went with Sealife Surveys who are the only

ones to cover the both species of eagle.

2
Check the cliffs and trees for the pair of

White-tailed Eagles.

3
Crossing the Sound of Mull to Ardnamurchan

there is a pair of Golden Eagles using this area.

4 
Mid-water heading towards the islands can 

be a calm period but always worth looking out 

for shearwaters. 

5 The swellings around the Cairns are great for 

uplifts causing shoals of fish with Minke 

Whales possible along with basking Sharks 

especially between the islands. It’s worth getting  

a bait ball.

numbers of Shags, auks and especially 
Arctic Terns.  Look out for Little Terns 
here as well as passing Sandwich and 
Common Terns. Another pair of
White-tailed Eagles have
been seen around
here but don’t
forget to look in
the water for the Basking
Sharks and Minke Whales.
On the way back look for
Common Dolphins.
JOHN MILES

White-tailed Eagle
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Black
Guillemot

TOP TIP
Occasional Killer Whales 

have been seen here 
hunting the many Grey 

and Common  
Seals
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GRID REF: NY 238 271
POSTCODE: CA12 4QD
HOW TO GET THERE: Follow the A66 from
east or west turning at the Keswick roundabout
signposted for Carlisle on the A597. Just 2.5
miles along is a turn on your right
WHERE TO PARK: You can park in this wide
track car park where there is no charge. The
official car park is further along
DISTANCE AND TIME: The circular route is
about fourmiles. Give yourselves 2-4 hours
TERRAIN: The tracks are solid with coloured
waymarkers
ACCESSIBILITY: All year roundwalk
FACILITIES: Keswick,Whinlatter Centre
PUBLIC TRANSPORT: Trains to Penrith and
Workington with buses to Keswick. In the
summer there is theOsprey special bus around
the lake –National Traveline,
tel: 0870 6082608
LOCAL GUIDE: http://bit.ly/1TuJWoy
ORGANISATIONS: Forestry Commission,
Whinlatter Visitor Centre, tel: 01768 778 469
CLUB CONTACT: Carlisle Natural History
Society, tel: 01228 618736; Keswick Natural
History Society contactMrs PWhite,
tel: 01768 774 705, web: tulliehouse.co.uk/
carlisle-natural-history-society
COUNTY RECORDER: StephenWesterberg,
8 BecksideGardens, Brampton, CA8 1US,
tel: 016977 42652
Email: stephen.westerberg@rspb.org.uk
MAPS: OS ExplorerOL4,
OS Landranger 89

Classic Osprey site has so much more to offer

DODD
WOOD

SITE 3 CUMBRIA //

DODD WOOD IS FAMOUS FOR
its breeding Ospreys, but the
wood offers a wider choice of

species and a very interesting walk
around this Forestry Commission
site. Parking at this lower site allows
a much closer view of the east end of
Bassenthwaite Lake, where a wide
range of species have been found.

Winter ducks include Wigeon,
Teal, Tufted, Goosander, Goldeneye,
Pochard and occasional Shoveler and
Pintail. Cormorants gather to dry out
on the fence stakes heading out into
the water but some rarer
have included both Great
Egret and Spoonbill. Wal
forestry road you are alw
aware of a mixed group
birds from Jay to Green
Woodpecker.

A mixed display of
tits and finches can be
found at the feeding
station, which is stocked
12 months of the year.

Moving up the track, the species of
trees changes from Douglas Fir to
Sitka and Norway Spruce and
hybrid Larch along with Sessile
Oak, Woolly Birch, Cherry, Ash,
with some amazing lichens on
them, and willows. This wide mix
gives a great potential for birds with
Redstart (pictured below), Spotted
and Pied Flycatchers possible. The
conifer classics include Goldcrest,
Crossbill and even Goshawk. The
views at height are amazing,
especially as you are likely to

ounter birds of prey, as
well as Raven. The
second viewpoint has
scopes trained on the
Osprey nest during the

season. On the Skiddaw
a look for Hen Harrier
ting the steep open sides
fell. Entering the Beech
you can listen for the

d Warblers in spring.
N MILES

MILES ON FOOT: 2 TIME: 2 HOURS 

SITE STATS

KEY POINTS

1 Park sensibly in access track to the wood
not blocking entrance. Scan over the 

lake looking for waterfowl and raptors.

2 Walk up the track to the first viewpoint 
and feeding station. Check the feeding 

birds for Nuthatch and Great Spotted 
Woodpecker. There are also Red Squirrels 
to be seen here.

3 Walk to second viewpoint which gives 
great views around the area.  

Check this area for displaying raptors and 
Ravens as they are possible.

4 Walk to the end of the wood giving 
views of the Skiddaw massiff. Check 

for hunting raptors and feeding chats. 
Listen for Crossbills and Siskin.

5 Walk down hill on the left had side of 
the valley checking the Beech wood for 

breeding warblers and woodpeckers. 
Carry on back to the car.
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TOP TIP
Look out for Red
Squirrels at the
feeding station

Spotted Flycatcher
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WAYMARKERS

1
D reservoir is a good place to start so close

to the car park. Winter duck numbers are

amazing with three hides to let you get close.

2
Check out the woodland next to the

reservoir for woodland birds and

dragonflies in the pond dug for them.

3
Hempholme Meadow is well worth a look

for breeding waders in the summer. Then

try the North scrub for migrants and North

Marsh for Bittern, Water Rail and ducks.

4
Back south of the car park are the

lagoons and O reservoir to look for even

more duck and grebes.

5
The Southern Marshes are a flood

defence scheme and attract many waders

and reedbed birds.
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Waterworks has a great recent record of rarities

TOPHILL LO

SITE 4 YORKSHIRE //

TOPHILL LOW NATURE
Reserve is an active Yorkshire
Water Treatment Works built

in 1959. One of its main functions is
cleaning the water of nitrates
brought in from the rich surrounding
farmland. It opened as a Nature
Reserve in 1993 and features 12
hides spread across a 300-acre site
that flanks the River Hull.

The two concrete reservoirs - ‘D’
and ‘O’ – dominate the reserve and
have Site of Special Scientific Interest
(SSSI) status for their massive
wildfowl numbers. Around the
perimeter a network of marshes,
ponds, hay meadows, woodlands and
grasslands result in an annual
160-plus bird species count out of the
269 found from 1993.

Winter sees large numbers of

wildfowl, with Wigeon,
Teal, Tufted Duck,
Pochard, Smew,
Goosander, Scaup and
Gadwall worth looking for.
One bird that put the reserve
on the map was first reported
as a Red-footed Falcon but later
found to be an Amur Falcon, new for
Britain! There are many common
birds to look for over a 12-month
period, with warblers making a great
attraction in the summer months
with Cetti’s a great bird to hear from
a distance, but much harder to see
close by. This makes nine breeding
warblers with passage Wood,
Icterine and Yellow-browed Warblers
possible. Spotted Crake are an
annual visitor along with a mixed
bag of waders, with some excellent
finds like White-rumped and
Pectoral Sandpipers, Lesser
Yellowlegs and Long-billed
Dowitcher. Little Ringed Plover
breed while local fields can have
large flocks of Golden Plover and
Lapwing in winter, as you drive onto
the reserve. Tern rafts add to the
breeding birds and wagtails are a joy
to find at any time.
JOHN MILES

MILES ON FOOT: 1.5 TIME: 2-3 HO  
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TOP TIP
Make an evening

visit to hear

Spotted Crake

GRID REF: TA 072 485
POSTCODE: YO25 9RH
HOW TO GET THERE: Tophill LowNature
Reserve is situated fourmiles fromWatton
village on the A164 Beverley toDriffield road. It
is signposted from this road ontominor roads
WHERE TO PARK: The car park is next to the
visitor centre. Admission is £3.30 for adults and
£1.50 for concessions (16 and under / 65 and
over / registered disabled). Under 5s go free.
ACCESSIBILITY: All year round. No dogs
FACILITIES: Driffield and Beverley
PUBLIC TRANSPORT: Services via bus only
alongA 164with trains fromHull.
Traveline, tel: 0870 6082608
LOCAL GUIDE: tophilllow.blogspot.co.uk/
ORGANISATIONS: YorkshireWater POBox
52 Bradford BD3 7YD; tel: 0345 1242 424
CLUB/RESERVE CONTACT: Tophill Low
Nature Reserve, tel: 01377 270690
email: richard.hampshire@yorkshirewater.co.uk
COUNTY RECORDER:
Email: geoffdobbs@aol.com
MAPS: OS Explorer 293/5, OS Landranger 107

SITE STATS

�ŚƵƌĐŚ &Ăƌŵ �ŽƩĂŐĞƐ zŽƌŬƐŚŝƌĞ tŽůĚƐ
Close to Tophill Low & RSPB Bempton

ϰ Ύ 'ŽůĚ Ɛ�Đ ĐŽƩĂŐĞƐ ǁŝƚŚŝŶ ƚŚĞ
zŽƌŬƐŚŝƌĞ EĂƚƵƌĞ dƌŝĂŶŐůĞ

^ůĞĞƉƐ ϮΘϰ ^ŚŽƌƚ ďƌĞĂŬƐ WĞƚƐ

dĞů� Ϭϭϯϳϳ Ϯϱϱϲϯ� ĨŽƌ ďƌŽĐŚƵƌĞ
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Cetti’s Warbler

1
2

3

4

5

N
ei

l W
al

ke
r /

 A
la

m
y

M
ik

e 
La

ne
 / 

A
la

m
y



50 July 2016

Be
rn

ar
d

Jo
ne

s

G O  B I R D I N G

GRID REF: SJ 543 365
HOW TO GET THERE: Take the B5476Wem
toWhitchurch road to Steel Heath or,
alternatively, the A49 then taking theminor
road west to Steel Heath
WHERE TO PARK: There is a small lay-by on
the west side of the road, just past the offset
cross roads and between the two parts of the
reserve that you can park in
TERRAIN: Level heathland and scrub with
trees and pools
ACCESSIBILITY: No disabled access. Dogs
under strict control (there is a road between
the two parts of the reserve so take care)
FACILITIES: None on site, but all in nearby
WemorWhitchurch
PUBLIC TRANSPORT: Nearest Railway
Station isWem,National Rail Enquiries,
tel: 08457 700 240; Bus Services Traveline,
tel: 08712 002 233
ORGANISATIONS: ShropshireWildlife Trust,
193 Abbey Foregate, Shrewsbury SY2 6AH,
web: shropshirewildlifetrust.org.uk
CLUB CONTACT: ShropshireOrnithological
Society tel: 01743 761 507, shropshirebirds.com
Membership:Annie Andrews, 6 Sytche Close,
MuchWenlock TF13 6JJ, tel: 01952 727531,
email:membership@shrophirebirds.co.uk
COUNTY RECORDER: MrMartynOwen, 34
PeacockHill, Alveley, ShropshireWV15 6JX.
Tel: 01746 780 336, mob: 07736 286 675,
email: soscountyrecorder@gmail.com
MAPS: OS Explorer 241,
OS Landranger 126

Former common land is now a haven for wildlife

STEEL
HEATH

SITE 5 SHROPSHIRE //

THIS IS AN INTERESTING little
area of heathland, a relic of
common land. There are damp

areas where Bog Rosemary and Bog
Asphodel exist and there are
‘invading’ plants, such as Birch and
Gorse – but some birds like them!

Lizards are a part of the
ation here,
course, they
lusive
unlike the

Rabbits. In the
war there were
elds near
, because the
is very level,
could be

ing if it wasn’t
the birds!
re are several

MILES ON FOOT: 2 TIME: 2 HOURS 

SITE STATS

KEY POINTS

1Start by walking down to the Shropshire 
Way and follow it north through open 

areas noting Pheasant, Partridge, Buzzard 
and over-flights to nearby lakes and 
Mosses. Sky Larks are here, Meadow Pipits 
are seen and hirundines whizz about. 

2 Then cross the path to the road (take 
care) keeping a check on the sky and 

hedgerows. There is a good view of the 
small lake which sometimes has a pair of 
Mallard. Check patches of Gorse for 

Yellowhammer or, at the appropriate time, a 
nesting Long-tailed Tit. 

3Enter the eastern part of the reserve 
where Moorhen, Mallard and local birds 

such as Blackbird, Jay, Blue and Great Tits, 
Chaffinch and Dunnock are around. 

4 Finally, return through the main part of 
the reserve. The thick undergrowth has 

the little Wren living there. Stock Dove and 
Wood Pigeon can also be seen.

ponds here and the one on the
east side has enough rushes to
encourage Reed Warbler or Reed
Bunting. The walk includes an open
area and this can be quite interesting
because there are various nearby
birding areas so many different birds
can be joining them at migration time
or passage and flying over.

The ‘resident’ Buzzard is always
around – probably attracted by the
Rabbits – and you can get quite close
to obtain a good look (or even a really
good photo). The Wren is a popular 
bird in some parts of the reserve as 
there are areas of very thick cover for 
it. The usual woodland birds are 
around and you can usually see a 
Moorhen wandering around the wet 
areas. Two small wooden footbridges 
cover a couple of wet areas so the 
whole reserve can be investigated.
BERNARD JONES

Reed Bunting

ed Warbler
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Common Lizards
basking in
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GRID REF: SN376601
POST CODE: SA459TX. (This is for Penrhyn
Farm the closest habitation toBirdRock and
the coast)
HOW TO GET THERE: Fromnorth by the
A487 turning right in Llanarth on theB4342 to
NewQuay. From the south use theA487,
turning left at Synod Innon theA486 to reach
NewQuay after fourmiles
WHERE TO PARK: InNewQuay itself, there
is a fee payable
TERRAIN: Coastal footpath,mostly hard
surfacewith some steep climbs and steps
ACCESSIBILITY:Open at all times bywayof
theCeredigionCoast Path
FACILITIES: All inNewQuay
PUBLIC TRANSPORT: Regular buses, limited
Sunday service. TravelineCymru, tel: 0871 200
2233,web: travelinecymru.info
ORGANISATIONS: CardiganBayMarine Life
Centre, email: info@cbmwc.org; web: cbmwc.org
COUNTY RECORDER: Russell Jones,
Bron-y-gan, Talybont, SY245ER,
email: russell.jones@rspb.org.uk
WEBSITES: ceredigionbirds33.blogspot.com
MAPS:OSExplorer 198,OSLandranger 145

A cliff-top birding walk and a chance of watching dolphins

NEW QUAY

SITE 6 CEREDIGION //

NEW QUAY REMAINS hidden
from the landward approach
until the final descent towards

the sea. The wide expanse of
Cardigan Bay – stretching beyond
with the Lleyn Peninsula and Bardsey
Island some 44 miles away – is easily
visible in clear weather.

Snugly sheltered from all but the
most northerly of winds, the town is
now a vibrant holiday destination.
Cardigan Bay is renowned for the
largest British population of
Bottlenosed Dolphins, reaching a
peak of about 200 in September and

October. Although it offers good
sightings from land, a boat excursion
from New Quay provides an ideal
opportunity for seeing both the
Dolphins and Harbour Porpoise close
up. Let’s not forget the noisy
Guillemot colonies at Bird Rock and,
nearby, the largest such gathering in
Cardigan Bay. On land, a steep climb
takes one from near sea level at the
fish factory through thick scrub to
the open cliff-top. Stop and rest and
listen for the serenade of
Whitethroats, Wrens and other birds.

The remains of the quarry and the
buildings below look an ideal location
for Black Redstarts in autumn and
winter. There are several points on
the coastal path from where sections
of the seabird colonies can be seen.

Offshore, especially in late summer,
feeding passages of Manx Shearwaters
and Gannets from the Pembrokeshire
colonies can be seen, while others from
further afield, like skuas and terns,
may well be seen from the rather
splendid and snug lookout, formerly
used by coastguards.
DAVID SAUNDERS

MILES ON FOOT: 4 TIME: 3 HOURS 

SITE STATS

KEY POINTS

1Having parked in the town, head for the fish
factory and the coast path. Do not ignore

the gull flock as there is always the chance of 
an unusual visitor. Next comes the steep 
climb through scrub to reach the high ground.

2 The cliff-top views both north and  
south are superb – you are just as  

likely to be looking down rather than up  
for Buzzard or Peregrine, a family of  
Ravens or, in late summer, a fine gathering  
of Choughs. 

3Several hundred Razorbills nest, usually in
the more broken parts of the cliff.

Guillemots, perhaps 5,000 in number, jostle 
nosily on the open ledges. Kittiwakes also 
nest, and what chance a Black Guillemot? 

4 Rock Pipits, Stonechats and Linnets are 
resident along the slopes, and in the past, 

 I have watched the continual northwards 
passage of Swallows on spring migration. 
Many hundreds must have passed and will 
return this way in September.  ©
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Guillemot

OTHER WILDLIFE
Bottlenosed Dolphin  

and Harbour Porpoise 
offshore with  

a chance of Grey  
Seal
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WAYMARKERS

1
From the gate at the entrance

follow the track, checking the trees

for Willow Warbler and Chiffchaff as

well as Blackbird, Robin and tits.

2
Then the open and grassy areas

for Pheasant and hirundines and

Long-tailed Tits in the hedgerows.

3
At the brook check for the Dipper

and Grey Wagtail and a possible

Curlew, Red-legged and/or

Grey Partridge.

4
Finally, check the hedgerows

especially for Redstart. The more

open areas see Crow, Rook, Jackdaw

and, hopefully, the Red Kite. Little

Owl are around. The Golden Valley

is well known for its Tree and

Meadow Pipits. Yellowhammer and

Linnet are usually around and there is

always the chance of a Sparrowhawk.

52  July 2016
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GRID REF: SO 327 345
HOW TO GET THERE: From the B4348
Hereford toHay onWye road take the turning
to Vowchurch and Turnastone. Follow this road
for about threemiles to the third left turn.
Follow thisminor road for about a third of a
mile. The reserve has a sign at the gate
WHERE TO PARK: Small parking area
at the entrance
TERRAIN: Level but can bemuddy after
heavy, prolonged rain. Good boots advisable
ACCESSIBILITY: No disabled access. Dogs
under strict control. Some gates
FACILITIES: None on site but all in Hereford
or Hay onWye.
PUBLIC TRANSPORT: Nearest train station
is Hereford, National Rail Enquiries tel: 08457
700 240; bus services Traveline,
tel: 08712 002 233.
ORGANISATIONS: HerefordshireWildlife
Trust, web: herefordshirewt.org
CLUB CONTACT: Herefordshire
Ornithological Club, tel: 01432 850 068
COUNTY RECORDER: S P Coney,
email: coney@bluecarrots.com
MAPS: OS ExplorerOL 13,
OS Landranger 148 & 149

A delightful little reserve to visit in the Golden Valley

CANON TUM
COMMOM

SITE 7 HEREFORDSHIRE //

THIS IS A SMALL  
Herefordshire Wildlife Trust
(HWT) reserve in the Golden

Valley and in sight of the wonderful
Brecon Beacons. It is a registered
common and the reserve is basically
triangular with grassland, woodland
and hedgerows. In parts the 
underlying clay soils keep some
parts a bit waterlogged most of the
year, so it’s wise to have good 
footwear. In addition to the reserve

MILES ON FOOT: 2 TIME: 2 HOURS 

SITE STATS

itself the public tracks follow an
open area so the walk has some 
optional directions dependent on
your available time.

The sky, too, is fascinating, 
particularly with the Red Kite that
loves this area. Others such as 
Buzzard are around, too. A Raven is
very likely to be seen and Peregrine
has also been recorded in the area.

The reserve itself is known 
particularly for Willow Warbler, 
Chiffchaff and Long-tailed Tit, but
other birds are around, too. 
There are one or two springs
and a small brook, so Dipper
and wagtails could be seen.
There is still a right for local
commoners to graze 
animals, so be aware. 
This is a good all year site.
BERNARD JONES

Long-tailed Tit
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TOP TIP

The reserve also has

over 150 species of

plant that adds to

the wildlife

here
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KEYPOINTS

1
The churchyard is a goodie. Look for Jay,

Jackdaw, Sparrowhawk, Goldcrest (and 

Firecrest in season), Bullfinch, Long-tailed Tit, 

Siskin and Redpoll (winter). Scan the first 

fields both sides of the road. If you are early 

or late you’ll see the Barn Owl. 

2  
Leave the lane, turning right onto a path. 

The large conifers at Dyne’s Hall further 

on have given up Crossbill every winter. 

Farmers’ fields will add Rook, Magpie, Stock 

Dove at times and gulls following the plough 

– Common Gull included. 

3
The railway line can be checked for

warblers including Lesser Whitethroat.

Reed Buntings hide here, too, and Foxes like

the banks. 

4 
Cross Alderford Lane heading for 

Maiden Ley farm. The river twists  

and turns into view. In my experience, early

winter regularly features Snipe on the mini

mudbanks, along with Grey Heron and 

sometimes Water Rail. Personally, I have

seen Jack Snipe and Green Sandpiper on

several occasions. 
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Enjoy rural charm and a decent bird list to boot, too

CASTLE
HEDINGHAM

SITE 8 ESSEX //

ONE OF THE BEST-KNOWN 
and visited historical villages 
in Essex, this location for 

pleasant easy birdwatching is 
surrounded by relatively undulating 
varied countryside of a kind not 
usually connected with the county. 

The tracts of woodland are 
established, the river meanders in a 
very ‘English countryside’ sort of 
way, quietly giving Colchester its 
name as it does so; the farmland is 
little changed from when I grew up 
here and there’s a ubiquitous stretch 
of disused railway line. 

All that’s really missing for the 
birder is the sound of the Curlew on 
those fields… but then that’s gone 
missing all over. Spring is probably 
the best time to visit but in all 
seasons a decent walk here will 
reward. There are well-marked 

footpaths as well as the railway tract
and the lanes you traverse are
surprisingly quiet. Being rather level
land to walk on you could be out all
day dipping back in to the village for
an excellent lunch if you didn’t pack
a picnic. In winter, it’s still possible
to encounter Lapwing flocks though
smaller these days, while in summer
there still exists the chance 
of Grasshopper Warbler 
close to the river. The 
hum of bees further 
calms your soul and if 
you like flora then her 
offerings are profuse in 
places.

If you’ve time, enjoy 
the centre of the village, 
too, and take a peek at 
the castle. 
ALASTAIR RILEY

MILES ON FOOT: 4 TIME: 3 HOURS 
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GRID REF: TL 785 355
HOW TO GET THERE: By car, park in the 
centre of the village. Buses from Braintree and 
Halstead stop. The village is about eight miles 
from Braintree. The large village conurbation of 
Sible Hedingham is close by, separated by the 
humpback bridge over the Colne
TERRAIN: Can be muddy off the concrete 
lanes. Marshy near the river, too. Gentle 
inclines only so easy walking
ACCESSIBILITY: Parts of the walk could be 
attempted by wheelchair users but there are no 
specific facilities for this
PUBLIC TRANSPORT: Buses call in the 
village but don’t expect a late one if you are 
finishing your walk in The Bell Inn
FACILITIES: Good. There’s a small grocer’s in 
the village and good pubs. Try The Bell or 
Wheatsheaf as they connect easily with your
walk. Toilets in village centre.
MAPS: OS Explorer 195/6,
OS Landranger 155, 167/8

SITE STATS

TOP TIP
Take a mini scope –

there’s often

‘something’ beyond

your bins!

Treecreeper

Tufted Duck
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GRID REF: SS 978 423
POSTCODE: nearest is TA24 6TA
HOW TO GET THERE: From theA39 near
Minehead take the A396 throughDunster;
about 300mpast the bridge over the River
Avill fork left up a narrowminor road
signposted Luxborough, then bear right uphill
to Nutcombe Bottom
WHERE TO PARK: Nutcombe Bottom car
park and picnic area; limited roadside parking in
two places further uphill
TERRAIN: Gravel/stony forest tracks with
some steep gradients
ACCESSIBILITY: Open all year
FACILITIES: None on site
PUBLIC TRANSPORT: Extremely limited.
See Travel Line SW for details,
web: travelinesw.com
CLUB CONTACTS: SomersetOrnithological
Society, web: somersetbirding.org.uk; Jeff
Hazell, SOSmembership secretary,
email: jeff.hazell@somersetbirding.org.uk
COUNTY RECORDER: BrianGibbs,
email: brian.gibbs@somersetbirding.org.uk
MAPS: OS ExplorerOL9,
OS Landranger 181

Forest walks, Nightjars and the tallest tree in England

HILL

SITE 9 SOMERSET //

PART OF THE DUNSTER
Estate, managed by the
Crown Estate and the

Forestry Commission,
Croydon Hill is an
extensive area of exotic
conifer plantations,
with admixed
broadleaved trees,
particularly birch and
rowan. It is one of the
more reliable sites in the
county for Crossbills, though
numbers vary from year to year, and
the birds range widely so are not
always easy to find. It also attracts
good numbers of other coniferous
woodland species, including Siskins,
Coal Tits, and Goldcrests. Owls
include Tawny and, possibly, Long-
eared. Keep an eye out overhead for
Buzzard (pictured above) and Raven,
and Woodcock are regular in winter.

A network of waymarked trails

MILES ON F   TIME:  HOURS 

SITE STATS

WAYMARKERS

1 Nutcombe Bottom car park: the trails 
start here, most of them up a steep and 

rough track. At least some of the target 
species visit the trees around the car park.

2 Tall Trees Trail: billed as wheelchair and 
buggy friendly and visits a stand of 

impressive Douglas Firs, including the 
tallest tree in England, recently measured  
at 61.3m (201 feet). Disabled parking at  
start of trail.

3 The tracks from here offer relatively flat 
or gently sloping access to the woods, 

and a more open aspect. Can be a good 
area for Woodcock in winter. 

4 The other area offering limited roadside 
parking, this gives access up a steep(ish) 

gradient to the summit track.

5 The track circling the summit is a good 
area for Nightjars in summer.

start from the car park at Nutcombe 
Bottom. The trails range from 

0.5 to 6.5 miles long, so you 
can make a visit as short 
or as long as you like. 
Look out for the small 
wooden sculptures 
dotted throughout the 
forest, too. Details  

are in a downloadable 
leaflet, (which you can 

access at:
thecrownestate.co.uk/

media/5388/dunster_estate.pdf). 
The forest further uphill can also 

be accessed using two wide tracks, 
with limited parking at the start of 
them. The best area for Nightjars 
(mid-May to August) is accessed 
from the higher of these two, 
following a track east steadily uphill 
to the circular track just below  
the summit. 
JULIAN THOMAS

Nightjar
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TOP TIP
Arrive just before sunset 

for Nightjars. Take a torch 
for the walk back – the 

woods get very  
dark here
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WAYMARKERS

1From late morning scan the skies to the
south-east for soaring raptors over the

distant woodland. Common Buzzard, 
Sparrowhawk, Hobby and Kestrel should be 
a given, plus an outside chance of 
Goshawk, Red Kite or even Honey 
Buzzard. Swifts and hirundines feed on 
insects rising off the canopy.   

2 Gorse scrub holds the likes of Dartford 
Warbler, Common and Lesser 

Whitethroats, Garden Warbler, Linnet, 
Stonechat, Long-tailed Tit and  
also Yellowhammer. 

3Open heathland attracts a few pairs of
Wood Lark, Tree Pipit and Sky Lark. At

dusk, Nightjar and Woodcock are active
with Hobby and Green Woodpecker 
during the day.

4 Woodland birds here include 
Treecreeper, Nuthatch, Marsh Tit, 

Great Spotted Woodpecker, Lesser 
Redpoll, Blackcap and Chiffchaff. Another
good spot to check for Wood Lark, Tree
Pipit and Dartford Warbler, plus Nightjar,
Tawny Owl and Woodcock at either  
dawn or dusk. 
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Classic heathland birds on the border of London

CHOBHAM
COMMON

SITE 10 SURREY //

AT 1,400 ACRES, CHOBHAM
Common is the largest 
National Nature Reserve in

the south-east of England and one of
the finest examples of lowland heath
in the country. Scattered birches and
Scot̀ s pine with patches of bracken
amongst the heather, adjacent mixed
woodland and boggy areas, such as
Gracious Pond below Staple Hill,
combine to form a rich mosaic of
habitats for a variety of specialised
flora and fauna. 

Inevitably, birdwatchers will be
attracted to the likes of Dartford
Warbler, Wood Lark, Nightjar and
Hobby, which are present in small
numbers, and there is a good 
supporting cast of declining 
migrants, such as Willow Warbler
and even one or two Common
Redstarts. Yellowhammer and Linnet

MILES ON FOOT: 2 TIME: 2 HOURS 

DartfordWarbler
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GRID REF: GU 248 TU
HOW TO GET THERE: From junction 11 of 
the M25 take the A317/320 to Woking and the 
A246 to Chobham. From the village head 
north on the B383 Windsor Road and turn 
right after one mile and another mile to site  
WHERE TO PARK: There is a car park off 
Staple Hill Road
TERRAIN: A variety of footpaths, some 
unsurfaced, muddy and steep
ACCESS: All year round on public footpaths
FACILITIES: At nearby Broomhall
PUBLIC TRANSPORT: Regular bus service 
from Woking, web: stagecoach.com
ORGANISATION: Surrey Wildlife Trust, tel: 
01483 795 440. Web: surreywildlifetrust.org
CLUB CONTACT: Surrey Bird Club, Penny 
Williams, Bournbrook House, Sandpit Hall 
Lane, Chobham, Surrey, KT10 8AJ. 
Email: penny@waxwing.plus.com 
COUNTY RECORDER: Eric Soden, Ceres, 
Moushill Lane, Milford, Surrey, GU8 5BQ. 
Email: eric.soden@talktalk.net  
MAPS: OS Explorer 145, OS Landranger 186

SITE STATS

TOP TIP
Visit on a still  

evening  
for ‘churring’  

Nightjars

should also be cherished as they too 
are becoming scarcer in the wider 
countryside. The sheer range of 
biodiversity on this old heath is 
breathtaking and a mid-summer 
walk should yield a wonderful set of 
scarce plants to complement the 
birds, such as orchids and insect-
eating sundews among the spectacle 
of pink-flowering ling and heather. 

Chobham is also a top site for 
spiders and insects with more than 
30 species of butterflies recorded. 
These include the rare Silver-studded 
Blue, along with 20 plus species of 
dragonflies around the pools, the 
most notable being the gorgeous 
Golden-ringed Dragonfly. 

Slow worm, adder, Grass Snake, 
Common and Sand Lizard can also 
all be seen. 
PAUL TRODD 

1

2

3
4

To
ny

 M
os

s 
/ 

A
la

m
y



W
ITH THE WEATHER finally taking a turn for the
warmer, it’s been a month for taking stock and 
starting to enjoy the garden. It’s also been a 
chance to watch what’s going on very closely, with
a view to making the tweaks necessary to make it
an even more wildlife-friendly space. And now is
the perfect time to get the kids involved – they’ll
have great fun helping out (as shown in the step-
by-step guide photos to the right).

The pond is now showing its worth, with Robins 
coming down to bathe and drink from the edge on 
a regular basis, and insect life emerging from it 
and its environs (although we’ve weeded in some 
of the flower beds, the area around the pond has 
been left to grow fairly wild). There’s been 
movement at night, too, suggesting a newt may  
be moving in.

We’re avoiding pesticides of all sorts, and so far 
we’re not getting any real problems with aphids or 
small insects, but one tip suggested to me was to 
spray any aphid-infested foliage with very dilute 
washing-up liquid.

But anyway, we’re still all about encouraging 
insects, so after putting up a shop-bought lacewing 
and ladybird hotel, I sat down with Charlotte, 8, 
and Jacob, 7, to make our own from an old pop 
bottle, some corrugated cardboard, and a bundle 
of sticks and bamboo canes.

You need a sharp knife and secateurs, so adult 
supervision is essential, but despite some 
interference from two canines, who consider every
stick in the garden their own property, it was a
quick and easy way to add another potential 
home for insect life.

We’re lucky in that our town still has a good 
population of House Martins (still plenty of older
houses to provide them with homes), and on fine
evenings there have been plenty overhead, while
Swifts arrived around 4 May and have been 
present in good numbers since.

The highlight, though, was a male Cuckoo that
appeared on the aerial of a neighbouring house,
making an odd chattering call, before singing its
familiar song from somewhere just out of sight 
later in the day.

Finally, I’ve been careful to keep the feeders and
bird bath topped up. While the seed feeders are
only being used sporadically, the suet pellets 
disappear just as quickly as in the depths of 
winter, so hopefully those adult birds foraging for
insect food for their young are getting their own
sustenance the quick and easy way.

CREATE YOUR
GARDEN PATCH

FROM SCRATCH

PART 7

BY MATT MERRITT

Preparing your garden for birds and wildlife can be a fun-filled activity for the whole family

BIRDS ADDED TO  

OUR GARDEN LIST

Swift

House Martin

Cuckoo

WILDLIFE ADDED TO OUR 

GARDEN LIST

Pipistrelle Bat

Hornet



WHAT TO GROW

LIZ POTTER 

Editor, Garden Answers 

Waiting for seeds to germinate can 

be deadly dull when you’re small, so 

to keep children interested it’s best to 

give them seeds that are easy to handle, and ones 

that are also quick to sprout. 

Mustard and cress seeds are a good windowsill 

project and can be sown at any time. Wash out an 

almost intact boiled egg shell and fill it with damp 

cotton wool. Draw a smiley face on the front and 

sprinkle the seeds on the cotton wool. Keep the 

cotton wool damp and they’ll quickly sprout like 

green hair from the eggshell.

Sunflowers are easy to handle and quick to 

germinate. Start seeds off by early June in 

containers of damp compost on an outdoor table 

and sow lots, to account for losses to snails and 

slugs. Go for giant cultivars such as ‘Russian Giant’ 

(8-10ft) and ‘Mongolian Giant’ (14ft) for most 

impressive results. 

Plant out the seedlings in a sunny border when 

they’re large enough to handle and don’t forget to 

stake them as they grow so they don’t topple over in 

the breeze. Make sure they don’t go dry during 

periods of drought and leave the seedheads for the 

birds after they’ve begun to fade.

WHAT TO DO

ADRIAN THOMAS 

RSPB wildlife gardening expert 

Spending a night out under the stars 

is a great way to get kids experiencing 

nature, and with Big Wild Sleepout 

(29-31 July), you can do it literally on your doorstep.

Start by searching for nightlife before you ‘hit the 

hay’ – do some exploration by torchlight starting at 

dusk, looking for moths visiting flowers, creepy-

crawlies emerging from logpiles and creatures 

coming to the surface in ponds. Then switch off all 

the lights to let your eyes adjust to the darkness and 

see if you can detect bats darting overhead or hear 

nocturnal wildlife calling.

If you have a tent, you can sleep out for the night.

Alternatively, if your home has patio doors or a 

conservatory opening on to the garden, lay a 

mattress or airbed down and sleep next to the open 

door.  With sleeping bag, pillow and blankets, you 

can do it in comfort, and you’ll be surprised how 

different the world outside your back door seems! 

Registration for the sleepout is open from 

mid-June, and those who register will receive 

fantastic exclusive content.

See the next issue of Bird Watching for details on 

how you and your family could win a great Big Wild 

Sleepout kit worth £500. 

1 Carefully cut both ends off a plastic pop or 

water bottle – you’ll need sharp scissors or a 

craft knife, so supervise the youngsters closely.

2 Next, start to cut your sticks and bamboo 

canes to roughly the same length. Sand down 

rough edges to avoid damage to insects’ wings.

3You’ll probably need more than you imagine 

– they can pack in fairly tight, so make sure 

you prepare plenty.

4Roll some corrugated cardboard into a tight 

cylinder – it holds the other material in place, 

and also has its own cavities for insects to explore.

5 Fill your plastic cylinder with the cardboard, 

sticks and canes – pack it tight enough that 

they’ll remain in place of their own accord.

6Finally, hang the bug hotel from a suitably 

sunny place, or simply wedge it in place in the 

crook of a tree branch, as we did here.

GET THE KIDS INVOLVED
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CHALLENGE
JULY: JUVENILE WADERS

ID

Y
ES, WADER FANS, it is wader time again. This month, we are 

marking the return south of our Arctic breeding shorebirds by 

looking at juvenile waders. With some birds, juvenile means 

scruffy, grubby looking individuals who haven’t learned to tuck their shirts 

in yet (think Chiffchaffs or gulls,). But, waders are different, as the new 

generation of youngsters are often the equal of their parents, or may 

even surpass at least the relatively dull autumn and winter plumage of 

many of our shorebirds. The feathers are new and fresh and well defined, 

often neatly fringed. Here, are six juvenile waders for you to try to identify. 

There are no tricks (as such), all are regular British birds. Have a go at 

naming them, then turn for our solutions and then turn again for a few 

more wader identification tips.

BIRD 1 BIRD 2

BIRD 3 BIRD 4

BIRD 5 BIRD 6

  

  

BIRD 2

  

  

BIRD 4

BIRD 3

  

  

BIRD 6

BIRD 5

BIRD 1 
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TURN OVER TO FIND OUT 

IF YOU ARE CORRECT! 
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JUVENILE WADERS
J U L Y  I D  C H A L L E N G E

BIRD 1
Here are two seemingly identical waders flying together. They are quite cold 

in colour, almost black and white in appearance, and the wings are dark 

(apart from a very thin leading edge to the primaries). The long, slightly 

upturned bill hints that we are dealing with a Tringa sandpiper. The lack of 

wing-bar immediately rules out birds such as Redshank. The white rump 

flowing into extensive white in the centre of the back rules out Green and 

Wood Sandpipers and the American yellowlegs (which have small, square 

white rumps). That grey-based bill and the long greenish legs, with feet 

projecting beyond the tail rule out Spotted Redshank and the longer-billed 

Bar-tailed Godwit, and should take you to these being Greenshanks.

KEY FEATURES

h Plain dark wings lack any wing-bars

hExtensive white back from barred tail almost to nape

hGrey-based, black-tipped slightly upturned long, robust bill 

hGreeny-yellow feet project beyond tail

BIRD 2 
This is the sort of wader that can give relative beginners nightmares. The 

warm plumage and neat fringing make it quite an attractive bird, but so 

confusing! Luckily, despite what you may think there are not that many 

waders which look quite like this. The peachy glow to the underparts and

pale legs may have you thinking of the rare North American Buff-breasted

Sandpiper, but that bird has a more delicate build and a distinctive pale, plain

face with a dark staring eye and finer bill. The key to this bird’s ID is probably

in the structure; it has an oddly small head and relatively short, very slightly

drooping bill. That slightly ‘out of proportion’ combined with this plumage is

typical of juvenile male Ruff. 

KEY FEATURES

hWarm buff plumage throughout

hNeatly scalloped and fringed back and wing feathers

hRelatively small head and shortish, very slightly downcurved bill

hLegs are pale greenish

BIRD 3
No, it is not a bird with an absurdly long bill! This wader is wrestling with a 

long worm which is putting up resistance. It appears quite a relatively large 

headed, thick-necked, short-legged, chunky wader with quite a long black 

bill with a hint of downcurve near the tip. It appears to be a Calidris sandpiper, 

and the downcurved bill and back toe should immediately rule out the 

three-toed, short-billed Sanderling. The plumage is grey brown and white, 

with pale fringing on the grey-brown back and wing feathers (with some grey 

winter feathers coming through on the mantle). One key feature is the dark 

spotting on the flanks and belly, which are unusual in calidrids, and are 

diagnostic of juvenile Dunlin.

KEY FEATURES

hDull grey-brown and white plumage

hLooks thick-necked, large-headed and stocky

hQuite long, slightly downcurved black bill; short dark legs

hDark flank speckling is diagnostic

How did you do?

Long greenish legs 
and feet

Long upturned bill

White rump
and back

Plain dark wings

Overall, grey brown 
plumage

Small head and short bill

Neatly 
patterned wings

Rich buff tones to
plumage

Long downcurved black bill

Stumpy legs

Diagnostic 
flank blotching
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BIRD 4
This wader has quite a different ‘look’ from the others featured in this

month’s challenge. It is notably small-headed, implying, by the general rule

of smaller heads meaning larger birds, that this is a larger wader. The bill is 

also much longer than any other featured, being longer than the head; and 

the legs are also very long. There is also a distinctive orange wash especially 

at the front end, and on the fringed mantle and wing feathers. The orange 

wash and long bill and legs are pro-godwit features. The white belly and very 

long legs also point to this being a juvenile Black-tailed Godwit. This 

individual appears to be quite young as the bill looks not to be fully grown 

and the wings also appear a tad short.

KEY FEATURES

hOrange wash to underparts and neat wing fringes

hWhite lower belly and undertail

hLong, slightly upturned, ‘pink’-based bill

hLong blackish legs

BIRD 5
From a tall, long-billed elegant, orange wader we move to a dumpy, 

short-billed, grey bird, which has the look of one of the dumpy Calidris 

sandpipers. It almost has the look of a Grey Plover, but the head shape is

wrong, and Grey Plovers have more spangled upperparts, even in winter

plumage (and black legs). The bill is too short for a Dunlin or Curlew 

Sandpiper, and the plumage too yellowish on the underparts for Sanderling.

The latter can also be ruled out by the greenish legs and the presence of a

rear toe (absent in Sanderling). This grey above , yellow-buff below look,

combined with the finely edged wing feathers, should all point to the chunky

juvenile Knot.

KEY FEATURES

hChunky, grey, typically calidrid wader

hShort, thick bill is straight

hNeat, pale and black fringing to all wing feathers

 
BIRD 6
After a first glance at this bird, you may think we are trying to trick you by 

putting a second Dunlin in the mix, but one photographed in brighter light. 

With luck, the second glance may reveal the error of your ways... Note the 

general warmth of the finely scalloped plumage, and even a hint of peachy 

wash to the breast (a tad overexposed in this photo). Also, that downcurved 

bill is definitely on the long side for a Dunlin (though some subspecies of 

Dunlin do have very long bills). The legs, especially the tibia (upper exposed 

leg), are surely also too long for the dumpy, squat Dunlin. This bird is a 

typical juvenile Curlew Sandpiper. In real life, you may also get a chance to 

see the diagnostic white rump.

KEY FEATURES

hWarm tones and immaculate pale fringed wings

hDark bill is long and notably down-curved

hLegs look reasonably long

hClean buff and white underparts, with not dark spotting

Very long bill and legs

Orange head and 
breast and fringing

White belly

Dumpy, grey with
short bill and yellowish
wash to underparts

Pale green legs

Long legs

Long downcurved bill

Peachy breast

Clean underparts

Neatly fringed wings

  MY FAVOURITE SITE... 

“Titchwell in North Norfolk remains 

one of the great RSPB reserves. The

birds are so tame and easy to watch

there, particularly the waders.”

Mike Roberts, production editor

SNAP IT!

And send it to

birdwatching@

bauermedia.co.uk

Curiously detailed fringing
of wing feathers
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JUVENILE WADERS
J U L Y  I D  C H A L L E N G E

ID tips & tricks
N WADERS
ntals of birdwatching (and the sort of

t) is that different waders have

shapes of bill, according to what they

eason that the different species of

wader can live alongside each other

without too much conflict is that they

have adapted to subtly different niches. And these

niches are reflected in their bills.

At one extreme is the Curlew , with its very

long downcurved bill, designed for probing to

great depths for molluscs and worms. And at

the other are the tiny bills of the small

sandpipers, such as the Little Stint, which can

only pick food from relatively near the surface.

Then there are the seaweed-flicking chisels

of Turnstones, the thrush-like bill of plovers (for

largely picking over the surface) and the

upturned, fine bill of the Avocet, used for picking fine

morsels from the water column.

Get to grips with wader bills and you are halfway to

getting to grips with wader identification.

LEG LENGTH AND FEEDING BEHAVIOUR
Just as waders’ bills are of different lengths and shapes according to their

preferential feeding method, so their legs are also of different lengths. These

can be useful ID pointers. For instance, the somewhat similar Black-tailed

and Bar-tailed Godwits have strikingly different leg lengths. Black-tailed

Godwits (below; lower) are lanky, long-legged birds, while in comparison,

Bar-tailed Godwits (below; upper) look short-legged to the point of

dumpiness. Similarly, the similar Dunlin and Curlew Sandpiper have different

leg lengths, with the longer legs of the latter allowing them to wade

belly-deep in deeper water than their usually more marginal feeding cousins.
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TOP TIP!
Late summer and

autumn brings a mix
of juveniles and adult
waders. Telling them

apart is crucial
to ID

In the bad old days, fieldguides used to have illustrations of adult

breeding waders and adult winter waders. Juveniles were ignored.

However, in late summer and autumn, juvenile birds (ie those which

hatched during the summer) often comfortably outweigh the adults. 

So it is foolish to ignore them, not to mention incredibly confusing, as 

these birds often sport very distinctive plumages quite unlike those 

old-time illustrations.

As a general rule, late summer adult birds will either still be in 

breeding plumage or transitional to the paler, greyer winter plumage 

(and hence rather messy looking). Juveniles, in their new feathers, 

usually look pristine, often with very neat pale fringes on the mantle 

(back) and wing feathers. They also often have quite warm buff and 

rufous tones and generally look neat and ‘perfect.

Some, such as Little Stint, Dunlin and Pectoral Sandpiper also sport 

natty pale lines in Vs on their back. If you can tell juveniles from adults, 

this will help your wader ID enormously.

JUVENILES V ADULTS
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Turnstones use their peg-
or chisel-like bills to flip over 
stones and weed to look for 
invertebrate morsels

The Avocet’s fine upturned bill
is used to sweep in the water
column to pick out tiny
swimming creatures
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Blotchy, moulting adult  
Curlew Sandpiper 

 

Pristine Juvenile 
Curlew Sandpiper





MYSTERY OF THE 

House Martins are, of course, summer visitors
to the UK and build a circular nest under the
eaves of houses and other buildings, using, it is
estimated, a thousand beakfuls of mud! It is
‘Amber-listed’ in the list of Birds of Conservation
Concern. After we moved house, recently, it was
House Martins above all others that I missed most
from our former location. They used to return to
their nests under the eaves of our neighbour’s
house, as they had been doing for the last seven
years that I was monitoring them, and doubtless
for the 130 or so years before that, since the house
was built around 1875.

The martins returned with amazing regularity,
always arriving some time during the second
week of April, and with unerring accuracy,
homing in on the same nest sites or at least the
same nesting area. They are my favourite summer
visitors and their pleasant ‘chirrups’ as they darted
across the azure air space above our garden was
guaranteed to lift my spirits. They always seem to
be cheerful – you can’t be downcast when the
martins are about.

For several years, two or three pairs took up
residence in nests, which had remained pretty

well intact from year to year. One was tucked right
up under the gable end of the south-facing wall of
the property, and I imagine this was the penthouse
suite, the ‘des res’ of the group.

Another two were under the eaves running
along the eastern wall. This was not only a much
colder place, but as the wall was located only some
nine or 10 feet from our property, it made a direct
approach into the nest much more of a challenge.

The summer before we left, a pair set about
restoring the very dilapidated remains of an old
nest that was situated at the northern corner of
this east flank wall, a much more exposed and
even colder spot. I suspect that this was a late
returning pair or maybe first-time breeders who
had to settle for a property lower down the
housing ladder.

Over the next few years, they would doubtless
rise gradually up the social scale and eventually
acquire a property in the prime location. This pair
spent several weeks collecting mud to rebuild the
structure. Needless to say they were later than the
other pairs in laying their eggs and the young
fledged between 18 and 25 August, still hawking the
skies above our house well into September.

Ð
SPECIES
FACTFILE

HOUSEMARTIN
Scientific name:
Delichon urbica

Length: 13.5-15cm

Wingspan: 26-29cm

UK numbers: 510,000
breeding pairs

Habitat: Towns and villages
throughout Britain, attracted

to houses. Also, lowland
agricultural areas.

Diet: Flying insects

A
TWO-YEAR MONITORING study recording the nesting
activity of House Martins hopes to understand why parts of 
the UK are seeing a rapid decline in their numbers. Scientists 
at The British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) called on members 
of the public earlier this year to choose nesting sites to 
monitor and are collating findings to produce a population 
estimate for the species.

Ï MUD-GATHERERS
House Martins require a supply of 
soft mud to build their nests

ÏÏ FOUNDATIONS
They start their nests with globules 
of mud, stuck on a wall 

FL
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House Martin numbers in England are declining, but in Northern Ireland and   
 WORDS: ROGER FICKLING



 HOUSE MARTIN

WHERE TO WATCH?
HouseMartins feed on flying insects so head for an area ofmixed agriculture,
near water and woodland. They are scarce in the far north and west of Scotland
but can be seen in Britain betweenApril andOctober. Their mud nest is usually
sited below the eaves of buildings.

It is not unusual to see House Martins in October
and even into November, and in times past this gave 
rise to the idea that they did not migrate but 
hibernated through the cold winter months.

In the second half of the 18th Century, Gilbert 
White, a vicar from Selborne in Hampshire whose 
life was documented in the May issue of Bird 
Watching magazine, made detailed recordings  
of the wildlife he observed in his garden and the 
surrounding areas, and over the course of about 
20 years wrote numerous letters to a couple of 
acquaintances setting down these observations. 

Eventually these letters were compiled into  
a publication named The Natural History of 
Selborne. His observations were detailed and,  
in many cases, ground-breaking.

His observations of Swallows and House Martins 
are particularly pertinent. In a letter dated 9 
September, 1767, he remarked that “The house-
martins have eggs still, and squab-young”. Writing 
six years later, in November 1773 he recorded, “In 
1772 there were young house-martins in their nest 
till the 23rd of October”. 

White observed Swallows on 29 October, 1767,  
and his latest sighting for a House Martin was  
5 November, leading him to the opinion that “though
most of the swallow kind may migrate, yet that some 
do stay behind and hide with us during the winter”.

There is, of course, the question of where the 
House Martins actually go when they do leave 
these shores for the winter. This is a matter that 
Gilbert White did not even speculate over and 
certainly could not discover. 

Strangely enough, more than 250 years later this  
is something about which we are not very much the 
wiser ourselves, despite all the advances in radio 
tagging and satellite tracking. It is thought that they 
congregate in large numbers above the equatorial 

forests of central Africa, but over recent years it has
been noted that numbers returning for the summer
have declined, in some cases quite drastically.

Interestingly, this again appears to be no new
phenomenon, for as Gilbert White remarked in
November 1773 “they [the House Martins]… have
appeared of late years in a considerable flight…
as late as November the 3rd and 6th.

“Unless these birds are very short-lived indeed
or unless they do not return to the district where
they are bred, they must undergo vast devastations
somehow and somewhere, for the birds that return
yearly bear no manner of proportion to the birds
that retire”.

So, these little birds have been coming and going
for centuries, their fortunes no doubt bound up with
the weather, climate change, food supply, human
interference and habitat destruction; but they
returned year after year to where we lived, and I was
always pleased to hear and see ‘my’ House Martins
inspecting and repairing their nests, raising and
fledging their young and delighting me with their
cheerful sound and aerobatics, just as they did when
Gilbert White was around.

h Roger Fickling is a birdwatcher who has been 
keeping a close eye on House Martin activity, 
especially around his old neighbourhood, for  
several years.

Ï FINISHED NEST
A parent returns to feed its young 
snugly tucked up in the perfect 
domed nest
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01823 259955

WINCHESTER
01962 866203

WORCESTER
01905 22314

OPENING TIMES:
Monday—Saturday
9am—5:30pm
Selected stores open Sunday
- please check for details.

Chew Valley Tea Shop

nr. Bristol Tel: 01275 332042

Optics specialist store try products in our 
observation area before your buy!

LAKESIDE OPTICS

All listed branches stock an extended range of optical products and endeavor to keep a selection of these recommended items in stock.

Swarovski
Premier
Dealers

Zeiss

Centre
Partners

   

UK MAIL ORDER Next day delivery available from all LCE branches. Postage & Insurance £4.99 for most items. 
E. & O. E. Prices quoted include VAT @ 20%.  Prices subject to change. Goods subject to availability. BRANCHES NATIONWIDE

Lakeside Optics Vortex Day –
25th June. Contact Lakeside Optics
branch for details.

Titchfield Haven Optics Show –
2nd & 3rd July. Contact Winchester
branch for details.

Canon PRO in-store day –
23rd July. Contact Southampton
Civic Centre branch for details.

www.LCEgroup.co.uk/Events/ –
Check our website for an up-to-date
list of all LCE events.

WE WANT
YOUR OLD

BINOCULARS
& TELESCOPES

TRADE UP TO THE
LATEST TOP QUALITY

OPTICS AT
YOUR LOCAL BRANCH.

Good digital cameras &
binoculars always considered.

8x25 (Green) £505.00
10x25 (Green) £540.00

CL POCKET
Outstanding optical quality in a practical “always with you” size. Robust aluminium
housing ensures they are rugged enough for everyday use and they fold down to a
pocketable size. 

CHRIS SPERRING MBE
Leading Naturalist from the Hawk

& Owl Trust & Radio Personality

MONARCH 7

BINO & SCOPE
DEMO DAYS

New MONARCH Series 7 binoculars suit all outdoor activities. Sophisticated all new
compact design weighs less than 500g, making them the lightest in class of high
performance binoculars. Equally impressive
are the superior optics and wide field of view.
Comfort is king!

Monarch 7  8x30 ......... £279.99
Monarch 7  10x30 ....... £299.99

C L A IS    T   Y U

8x32
Light yet bright new models with a large viewing
eyepiece and wide field of view. Conveniently 
small size yet 8x magnification with 32mm eyepiece 
a form factor that has really taken off. Great with or 
without glasses.

8x42
The birdwatcher’s favourite. With 8x 
magnification the large 42mm front lens 
gives good light in most conditions.

10x42
Great for walkers and those wanting 
long distance viewing. A steady hand is 
recommended for the 10x magnification.

RECOMMENDED
Hawke Endurance ED ............£159.99
Hawke Naturetrek .................. £99.99
Opticron Oregon 4 LE ............. £99.00
Vortex Diamondback ............ £187.00
Opticron Discovery ............... £169.00

RECOMMENDED
Hawke Sapphire ED ......................£359.99

Opticron Oregon 4 LE ...................£109.00

Hawke Naturetrek ........................ £129.99

Hawke Endurance ED ................... £189.99

Opticron Discovery .......................£179.00

Nikon Monarch 5 ...........................£249.00

Viking FF........................................£399.99

RECOMMENDED 
Hawke Naturetrek .........£139.99

Hawke Endurance ED ....£199.99

Vortex Diamondback .... £215.00

Nikon Monarch 5 ........... £269.00

Hawke Sapphire ED .......£369.99

Viking FF........................ £399.99

          MY SAPPHIRE BINS
          GIVE ME SHARP 
DETAIL & BRIGHT 
VIEWING. ANOTHER GOOD 
RECOMMENDATION 
FROM THE CHAPS AT LCE.

“

-36×50
Ultra compact and lightweight
Dielectric coatings 
Fully multi coated optics
BAK 4 porro prisms

£299.99

SAPPHIRE ED
For high performing optics you need look no further 
than Sapphire ED. The award winning fully multi-
coated optical system carries exceptional features like
Extra-low Dispersion (ED) glass objective lenses and
dielectric coated prisms. Working together the results
of the entire optical system are outstanding. Elimination 
of chromatic aberration, high light transmission and                
exceptional clarity are all noteworthy along with true 
colour reproduction of the wide view.

8x43 OH ........ £399.99
10x43 OH ...... £413.99
8x42 TH ........ £359.99
10x42 TH ...... £369.99

SAVE 
£30

ON RRP

ONLY.....



E
ILAT IS A busy port and popular
holiday resort nestling in southern
Israel on the northern tip of the Red
Sea. You would be forgiven for
conjuring up images of paradise.

In my view, it’s not quite like that.
Indeed, architecturally it’s a bit of a mess,

riddled with unsightly hotels that would not look
out of place in Las Vegas. But what it lacks in
architectural beauty, it more than makes up for in
its birding brilliance. Among the world birding
fraternity, Israel has long been known as being
a bucket list location you need to find yourself in
during spring to witness the legendary movements
of raptors and falls of passerines.

Eilat is the gateway for millions of migrant birds
en route to Europe and western Asia in the spring
and Africa during the autumn. Despite the less
than eye-catching urban areas, Eilat is surrounded
by great natural beauty. The whole of the eastern
field of view is dominated by the truly epic Edom
Mountains in nearby Jordan and to the north and
west before you reach Egypt are the Eilat
Mountains, the main site for the raptor counts,
and the southern Negev Desert.

Many people come to the region to explore

EILAT, ISRAEL
THE URBAN BIRDER VISITS

WORDS: DAVID LINDO

This resort is thegateway formillions ofmigrant birds so there’s plenty to see if you lookup

BIRDthe

WORLD
THE BEST HOLIDAY 
OFFERS AND TRAVEL 
REPORTS FROM 
AROUND THE GLOBE

outside of the city looking for the dream birds that
hitherto were just illustrations in a field guide. In
fact, the bird list from just this region reads as the
perfect blend of European, African and Asian
birds. But the amazing thing is that many of these
species can be seen in and around the city.

City tour
Spring is a very special time in Eilat. If you are
staying in one of the big hotels be sure to step out
onto your balcony in the afternoon and look up.
As the thermals heat up, so does the raptor
migration, and soon you could be treated to
literally hundreds if not thousands of birds
streaming overhead.

During late March, Steppe Buzzards lead the
charge, easily accounting for most of the raptor
migration, although with them will be many Black
Kite, tens of Steppe Eagle and lesser numbers of
other species all looking majestic as they drift
northward, their forms perfectly under lit and
invariably set against a clear azure sky.

The Eilat raptor survey annually counts some
850,000 Honey Buzzards, 500,000 Steppe
Buzzards, 17,000 Steppe Eagles and 50,000
Levant’s Sparrowhawks – a figure that probably

DAVID SAYS
Don’t be put off if a site

looks like the pits.
Ugly is the new

beautiful for birds.
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Eastern Imperial Eagle

The Eilat mountain range Nubian Ibex North Beach



KEY SPECIES

STEPPEBUZZARD
The beautiful Steppe

Buzzard is perhaps the

defaultmigrant raptor in

Israel, particularly during

early spring.

Wintering in sub-Saharan

Africa, India and also in

southeasternAsia, it spends

its summers in the coniferous

ormixed forests of eastern

and northeastern Europe

eastward to the Far East.

Seen bymost authorities

as a subspecies of our familiar

Buzzard it is quite a

distinctive bird. Smaller, with

a longer tail and narrower

more pointedwings, it tends

to be a rustier looking bird.

Once you get used to them

youwill notice that their wing

beats are quicker paced than that of themore ponderous Buzzard.

There have been a few reported fromour shores over the years but they remain an

extreme rarity and are aminefield for the unwary as caremust be takenwhen trying to

separate them from the varied plumages of the nominate race. The sheer number of

birds that pass throughEilat every year is a sight to be seen.

MORE INFO

hSpecial thanks to JonathanMeyrav, Noam
Weiss, DougGochfeld and Leica SportOptics
leica-storemayfair.co.uk
hSociety for the Protection of Nature in Israel
natureisrael.org

hIBRCE ibrceilat.blogspot.co.uk
hReference guides:
Collins BirdGuide – Lars Svensson,
KillianMullarney &Dan Zetterström

represents the entire world population of this
latter species. Add to that the significant numbers
of such globally threatened species as Turtle Dove,
Egyptian Vulture, Eastern Imperial and Greater
Spotted Eagles and it is easy to gauge the region’s
international importance.

Among the more urban hotspots within Eilat is
Central Park, situated near to the city’s airport.
Topographically, it is nothing like its Manhattan
namesake. It is small, has no standing water and it
isn’t particularly picturesque. But don’t be put off
by appearances, because a treasure trove of birds
have been discovered here, including Western
Palearctic rarities like the Black Bush Robin in
spring 2016. A quick hour here should result in
Eastern Olivaceous and Eastern Bonelli’s Warblers,
Wryneck, masses of Lesser Whitethroat and
Yellow Wagtails of several races.

Ofira Park, near the North Beach Hotel, is also
worth a poke around. Like Central Park, it is
within easy walking distance of most of the main
hotels. The park is reputed to be the best place in
the city to catch up with migrant Wrynecks that
can sometimes even be seen venturing in full view
onto the concrete paths.

Because this park is not as popular with dog
walkers as some of the others in Eilat means that
it is a magnet for passing Yellow Wagtail, and
Red-throated and Tree Pipits. It is a good spot for
migrant warblers and the delightful Masked
Shrike. Early morning or late in the day is the time
to get yourself down onto North Beach to stare
into the head of the Red Sea.

While bemused holidaymakers look on, you can
look for Sandwich and Caspian Terns and a sole
Brown Booby that always seems to be around.
Gulls are also well represented here with Baltic,
Armenian, Heuglin’s, Slender-billed, Black-headed
and White-eyed Gulls all possible. Finally, no visit
to Eilat would be complete without a trip to the
International Birdwatching and Research Centre
Eilat (IBRCE) – it’s part park and part migrant
research and ringing centre.

 

IBRCE 

The Eilat raptor survey annually counts 
some 850,000 Honey Buzzards, 500,000 
Steppe Buzzards, 17,000 Steppe Eagles and 
50,000 Levant’s Sparrowhawks – a figure that 
probably represents the entire world population 
of this species 
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Eastern Bonelli’s Warbler Birdwatching and  
Research Centre

Steppe Eagles



The Best of Scottish Birding
DO IT THE HEATHERLEA WAY

� See CAPERCAILLIE, GOLDEN EAGLE, PTARMIGAN, CRESTED
TIT, DOTTEREL, BLACK GROUSE, WHITE-TAILED EAGLE, DIVERS
in breeding plumage and many more. Exciting holidays for
birders of all abilities, all accommodation, food, travel, access
fees and ferry charges included.

� Combined HIGHLANDS and ISLANDS trips also include birding
on SKYE, ORKNEY, MULL or LEWIS/HARRIS.

� See CAPERCAILLIE in our exclusive private Highland estate.
� Our famous Hotel in Nethy Bridge is run BY

birders FOR birders! Small personal groups,
led by Scotland’s top birding guides.
No single supplement.

� PLUS a big range of dedicated Scottish island
holidays, including free land transfers from
Nethy Bridge to departure point.

The Best of World Birding
DO IT THE HEATHERLEA WAY

Heatherlea Ltd. The Mountview Hotel, Nethy Bridge, Inverness-shire PH25 3EB
www.heatherlea.co.uk info@heatherlea.co.uk 01479 821248

Welcome to

 � Rewarding holidays worldwide, planned and fully inclusive of all 
guiding, travel, en-suite accommodation and meals, led by expert 
guides who really look after you. All holidays include a fl avour of the 
country we are visiting.

 � Big choice includes: mainland Spain (Lynx, Pyrenees, Picos, 
Andalucia), Fuerteventura, Holland and Flanders, Iceland (spring 
and summer), Camargue, Extremadura, Italy (Po Delta and Venice), 
Portugal, Croatia, Mallorca, Estonia, Hungary (spring and autumn), 
Bulgaria, Gambia, Morocco, India, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Goa, Australia/
Tasmania, Yellowstone (including solar eclipse in 2017), Arizona and 
Grand Canyon, Florida, NEW! California, Nova Scotia, Cuba, Trinidad & 
Tobago & St Lucia, Costa Rica - now with direct fl  ights from London!, 
Panama, Mexico, NEW! Peru (inc Machu Picchu), Brazil (Pantanal) 
and more.

 � NEW! ‘Birding Buddies’ bespoke group holidays for 
friends including your own exclusive webpage.

SHORT
BREAKS

4 nights DBB plus 3 days birding.
NEW! ‘BIRDING BITES’, the ultimate
short holiday for the busy birder, 3 

nights DBB plus 2 days birding. 
New dates now available throughout the year. 
See the speciality birds of Scotland with a top 

Heatherlea Guide on a fully inclusive short 
holiday. All feature a ‘Capercaillie safari’ in 

our Private Estate! See our website or contact 
us directly for latest dates and availability. 

HEATHERLEA GIVES YOU MORE! including:
 � FREE hotel and airport lounge before you fl y.
We also organize parking, flight upgrades and more.

 � FREE Field Guide with holidays to long-haul
destinations.

Your complete holiday provider!
Did you last birding holiday include these?

Make sure your next one does by
choosing Heatherlea!

25YEARS
IN THE HIGHLANDS

NOW BOOKING FOR 2016/17

heatherlea
birding and wildlife holidays
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R E A D E R  C O M P E T I T I O N

WIN A BIRDING 
HOLIDAY ON 
BEAUTIFUL ORKNEY

Chestnut Bunting

W
OULD YOU LIKE a short 

birding break on a beautiful 

Orkney island, enjoying expert 

guiding and superb hospitality 

this autumn? If so, this Bird Watching magazine 

readers’ giveaway is for you!

From 15 to 19 September, Papay Wildlife Club 

is running their ‘Be a better birder’ holiday on the 

idyllic four square miles that is Papa Westray. This 

island at Orkney’s north-western corner offers a 

superb opportunity to see migrant passerines, 

seabirds, waders and wildfowl.

The holiday is designed to hone your 

identification skills, helped particularly by Julian 

Branscombe, who found Britain’s first Chestnut 

Bunting here last autumn. It is co-lead by 

Jonathan Ford, another birder and Papay Ranger, 

who will make sure you also have the chance to 

see the island’s outstanding archaeology.

While birds and birding skills are the holiday’s 

main focus, your leaders are wildlife all-rounders 

with enthusiasm for everything from flowers to 

fungi. Whether you want to find the season’s last 

few blooms of the endemic Scottish Primrose 

Primula scotica, check a moth trap each morning 

for four-winged migrants or learn the difference 

between Grey and Common Seals, you’ll be in 

the right place with the right company.

You’ll have as much time in the field as you 

want, nicely punctuated by a return to base for 

homemade soup and sandwiches each 

lunchtime. Delicious evening meals will be just 

what you need at the end of the day. Evening 

sessions will let you review the day’s sightings. 

Julian will be running sessions on birding skills – 

fieldcraft, bird calls and tricky IDs – or you can 

relax in the excellent en-suite accommodation.  

If your interests are broader, the evenings also 

offer the right expertise, equipment, books and 

keys to look more closely at anything collected 

over the day, from mosses to beetles.

In September, migration will be at its peak. 

Easterly winds could give migrants from 

Scandinavia, central Europe or further afield. 

Yellow-browed Warblers are likely. The first 

Pink-footed Geese will be passing overhead. 

Unusual birds can arrive on Papay from any 

direction – plenty of American, Arctic and 

Mediterranean species are on the island’s list.

The island is also well-positioned for 

seawatching, with the hope of shearwaters, while 

Bonxies will still be present. The resident Eiders, 

Tysties and mergansers will be just offshore. The 

beaches will be full of waders. To find out more 

visit papawestray.co.uk/pwc or follow Papay 

Wildlife Club holidays on Facebook.

The prize – worth £990 – is all-inclusive for two

once you get to Papa Westray. Travel to Papa 

Westray is at your own expense. 

To enter this fantastic competition visit 
birdwatching.co.uk/orkney-comp

BIRDING BREAKS

NEW ONLINE RESOURCE FOR 
BIRDING HOLIDAYS
A new website launched by Blue Sky 
Wildlife offers birdwatching and 
wildlife enthusiasts a new way to 
search for worldwide ecotourism and 
wildlife tours.Thirty-four established 
and award-winning wildlife tour 
operators and companies are already 
listed on the site, covering 24 
countries, with many more due soon.

The new website offers the 
flexibility to search for all kinds of 
holiday experiences, taking into 
account conservation, families, 
photography and trekking. 
Independent birders who prefer to 
work through their own personal 
species list can now search for the 
right tour operator by bird species 
name. Blue Sky Wildlife, in 
association with Birdfair founder Tim 
Appleton MBE, has aimed to get the 
eco-tourism balance just right, 
committing to sustainable ecotourism 
and conservation. It is also recognised 
as a Birdlife Species Champion 
supporting the Birdlife International 
Preventing Extinctions programme.

For more information visit 
blueskywildlife.com

BOOK FOR BIRD WATCHING 
READERS’ HOLIDAYS
Places are still available on the 
following:
 
hGoa, 19 November-4 December 
2016, £2,695pp
Book with Heatherlea  
(web: heatherlea.co.uk,  
tel: 01479 821248).
hNorth Wales, 24 September-28 
September 2016, £799pp
Book with The Biggest Twitch  
(Email: info@birdwatchingtrips.co.uk,  
tel: 01492 872407).
hGambia, 4 November-11 
November 2016, £2,200pp
Book with Avian Adventures  
(web: avianadventures.co.uk 
tel: 01384 372013).
hSouth Africa, 10 September-25 
September 2016, £3,750pp
Book with Avian Adventures  
(web: avianadventures.co.uk 

tel: 01384 372013).

TERMS AND CONDITIONS:
This competition is open to UK readers aged 18 and over. 
The prize is for two people and travel arrangements to Papa 
Westray must be made at their own expense. Dates of the 
break are 15 to 19 September. The prize may be offered in a 
limited number of other promotions. Full terms and conditions 
can be found at bauerlegal.co.uk/competition-terms.html







GEAR
NEW PRODUCTS & GREAT SAVINGS FOR ALL YOUR BIRDING NEEDS
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FACTFILE

Field of view (@1000m): 58m-30m
Close focus: 2.5m
Eye relief: 16mm
Dimensions: 255mm x 77mm x 131mm
Weight: 714g
RRP: £330
Contact: hawkeoptics.co.uk

The eyecup is comfortable in

extended use and offers a good

16mm of eye relief – it twists up 

and down and stays in place well 

when fully extended, but there 

aren’t any click-stopped

intermediate positions.

RATINGS

OPTICS ÌÌÌÌ

HANDLING ÌÌÌ Ì

PRICE ÌÌÌÌ

OVERALL ÌÌÌÌÌ

NB:  Price rating reflects value for 
money against others in its class
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OPTICAL POWER 
IN YOUR POCKET  



HAWKE ENDURANCE 50MM 
FROM £330 REVIEWED BY MATT MERRITT

A
SCOPE THAT YOU can safely stash in a coat pocket 
can be a vital piece of equipment if you’re birding 
abroad, but it’s of no use if it can’t do the job once you 
get there. So, can Hawke’s 50mm Endurance live up to 
the performance of the rest of the range?

The image produced by the 50mm objective is sharp and bright, 
with good colour reproduction. Field of view (30m@1000m at 
36x) isn’t great, but it’s adequate for most situations. I detected 
impressively little colour fringing, even against direct sunlight.

The zoom control is quite narrow, but ridged for extra grip and 
travels easily, while there are dual focus wheels on top of the 
scope, with the ‘coarse’ focus a finger wide and the ‘fine’ focus a 
little smaller. Both were easy enough to use, and travelled 
smoothly but perhaps a little too freely, taking six full clockwise 
turns from close focus (2.5m or a little less) to infinity. 
Nevertheless, using both, focus was easy to find and maintain. 

Portability 
The Endurance 50mm,         
most impressive is the        
binoculars, and fitted       
cargo pockets of my co        
serious luggage space.     
also felt it would be an    
hillwalkers and other o  
enthusiasts to stash in  
their rucksacks.

VERDICT
A good optical 
all-rounder, and it’s 
so light and compact 
you could even use it 
handheld at a pinch.

SUNGLASSES MIGHT NOT seem the most obvious

product for birders, but if you’re out all day in the summer sun

(yes, even in the UK), you need something to take the strain off

your eyes all the time they’re not glued to binoculars or scope.

I’ve struggled, in the past, to find sunglasses that do their job, 

fit well, stay on while you’re scrambling up some rocky hillside, 

and don’t end up giving you more of a headache than the sun. 

These, though, might mean my search is at an end.

The lenses are lightweight and polarised, offering full UV400 

protection blocking 100% UVA and UVB, and can be changed 

easily – other options include yellow contrast lenses, clear 

protective lenses, and different gradients of polarisation, as well 

as prescription inserts to suit the individual. These all snap into 

place easily but firmly – once there, there’s no movement and the 

whole package feels robust and secure. You’re probably going to 

whip them off to actually birdwatch, but while they’re on you get 

a good unobstructed view, so you’re unlikely to miss any good 

flypast sightings.

The frames are light, too, but stayed on well in all situations, 

and stood up to a bit of a battering very well indeed. A good hard 

carrying case is excellent, meaning that you can at least protect 

them when they’re not in use. They look rather like the sort of 

sunglasses you see cricketers wearing, so you’re not really going 

to win any prizes as a trendsetter, but that’s not going to  

bother you, is it?

Price, including a cleaning cloth, microfibre pouch and solid 

case, is £49.95, with prescription lenses starting from £25. 

More details are available at sportsviz.com 

SPORTVIZ XTS SUN CORE 
REVIEWED BY MATT MERRITT

Build quality is generally excellent, with the main 

body well armoured (but light and compact), an 

extending lens hood, and a good stay-on carry 

case. The zoom eyepiece screws into place very 

securely. A rotating collar might have been a 

nice touch, too, though.
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With over 25 years experience, our in-house blend of bird food is made
with the finest ingredients. We pride ourselves on being the best at satisfying
all of your wild bird and pet food needs - at wholesale prices!

74 Station Road, Deeping St James, PE6 8RQ info@kennedywildbirdfood.co.uk Opening hours: Mon-Fri: 8am-5pm Sat: 9am-3pm

SHOP ONLINE:
WWW.KENNEDYWILDBIRDFOOD.CO.UK

FREE DELIVERY TO UK MAINLAND EXCEPT HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS

Customers rate our service

Read all 1211 reviews

99%

Independent
User Feedback

In addition to our home produced wild 

bird seed mixes and straight seeds, 
we also sell a wide range of suet and 
fat products, mealworms, bird feeders, 
nest boxes, bird feeding accessories 
and a wide variety of other pet foods. 

First time buyers will receive a 10% 
discount by simply entering ‘NEW10’ 
in the discount box at the checkout.

If you are a returning customer 

spending over £50 you can claim 

a 5% discount by entering ‘5%’ in 

the discount box at checkout. 

We hope you enjoy  
shopping with us at  
Kennedy Wild  
Bird Foods Ltd.

FOR ALL NEW  
CUSTOMERS ENTER 

NEW10 AT  
CHECKOUT OR PHONE YOUR ORDER THROUGH ON  

01778 342665

SUE LOWELL
ORNITHOLOGY AND 

NATURAL HISTORY BOOKS
Tel: 020 8960 4382  Email: sue4382@aol.com

All our catalogues are to be found on 
ABEBooks.co.uk and cover all aspects of 

ornithology and natural history.
:MWMXSVW�EVI�QSWX�[IPGSQI�FYX�TPIEWI�VMRK�½�VWX�

Books bought on all subjects both singly
and in collections

www.tilley.com   T: 01326 574402 

OUT AND ABOUT WITH TILLEY

All our Hats are guaranteed for life. They provide 
UPF50+ sun protection, tie on in the wind, float, 

and are water resistant, keeping you covered 
wherever your adventures take you
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WORDS: DAVID CHANDLER

New stuff to spend your hard-earned cash on this month

WISH LIST

G E A R

BTO CLOTHING, FROM £12

The BTO sells more than specialist books, field notebooks and 
bird ringing gear. It has linked up with Teemill and is now 
selling 100% organic cotton clothing, tote bags and tea-towels, 
which have been hand-printed with low waste inks in a 
wind-powered factory! How cool is that? There are T-shirts 
(£19 for adults), sweatshirts (£35) and hoodies (£40). 
bto.teemill.co.uk

WILDLIFE WORLD NINE ROOM INSECT  

HOTEL, £22.49

This new product from Wildlife World is an easy way to add
minibeast habitat to your garden. Hotel visitors have nine
rooms to choose from including the Cone Zone, the Pine
Needle Den and the Dark Bark Snug. 
There are drilled cane tubes for solitary bees, drilled mini logs,
and rooms you can fill with natural materials yourself, too.
The hotel stands about 30cm high, is made from FSC  
timber and its walls 
are painted with 
environmentally-
friendly paint. It’s a
great addition to any
birders’ garden, but
be warned – your
rental income won’t
be very high.
http://bit.ly/1OKFric

KITE OPTICS LED TRIPLET LOUPE HAND LENS 

10X 21MM, £39.95

Here’s a naturalist’s hand-lens with a difference – this one 
comes complete with its own lighting system! There’s a ring of 
LEDs around the lens so you can throw even light on to 
whatever small thing it is that you’re curious about. It magnifies 
ten times and has three lens elements to deliver a good depth 
of field. The casing is made of aluminium, it has an attachment 
point for a lanyard and it comes complete with a leather case 
and a battery. A wonderful mix of tradition and 21st Century! 
http://bit.ly/22ngj96

OS 15 COMPASS, £24.99

Ordnance Survey are famous for their maps, but if you’re 
navigating in the wilds, you need a compass, too. OS have 
teamed up with top-notch compass makers Suunto, and 
added two compasses to 
the OS shop. This one is 
‘perfect for beginners’. The 
needle moves freely in a 
fluid-filled capsule 
mounted on a tough 
baseplate. And there are 
scales on the baseplate for 
1:25,000 and 1:50,000 
maps, as well as a metric 
ruler. It comes with a 
compass guide, too, if you 
want to go off the  
beaten track.
http://bit.ly/25jD9jI

BIRD WATCHER’S LOGBOOK, £9.50

Featuring a listing of over 750 species, includes space for 
logging daily records, first dates of migrants, garden birds and 
unusual sightings, plus detailed notes and sketches of your 
observations. A great way to teach yourself to record birds 
systematically. Available by mail order.
www.coxton.alchemica.co.uk

ROHAN MEN’S FRONT ,  

£59, LONG SLEEVE £65

These shirts will cope with hot, extreme birding. They are built 
tough, have a sun protection factor of 40+, ‘moisture
management technology’, and ‘Insect Shield’ to ward off 
unwanted biters. And all that in a shirt! These shirts are very 
light – 210 g and 240 g respectively, and have a drying time of 
just two hours. So you can wash them out at night and wear 
them again the next day. Each shirt has two buttoned chest 
pockets and an external zip-up security pocket. 
http://bit.ly/1XtvWL6

STORM FOOTWEAR CLEANER AND PROOFER,

£4.50 AND £5.50

It was worth yomping through the mud to see the bird, but 
now your boots need sorting out. Step one – give them a clean 
with Storm’s Footwear Cleaner. It’s made with citrus oils, and 
gets the dirt off before you re-proof your boots. Step two – 
spray them with Storm’s 
Footwear Proofer to put 
the water repellent finish
back on your boots. It
works on leather, fabric,
suede and combination
materials. Step three
– hang them on a line to
dry, then place in a warm
room for 12 hours. Finally,
get out birding and get
them muddy again!
Stormcare.co.uk

PHONESKOPE PHONE 

CASE FOR SAMSUNG 

GALAXY S7, £39

Here’s an easy way for S7 users to
take pictures with their phone,
through their scope. You’ll need
the case, and either a C3
dedicated adapter (£24), which is
tailor made for your eyepiece, or
a universal adapter (£32), which
will fit a range of eyepieces. The
case won’t stop you using the
S7’s normal functions, but
enables you to take stills and
videos using the phone’s camera,
or to use the screen to show
other people what you’re
looking at! 
phoneskope.co.uk

RSPB HD BINOCULARS, FROM £479

These reasonably-priced binoculars are well worth a look. 
There are three to choose from – the 8x32 (£479), the 8x42 
(£499) and the 10x42 (£519). The HDs are made from high 
quality glass, including ED glass in the objectives. They focus 
to less than 2m and boast excellent image quality.
http://bit.ly/1syHJw8
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You won’t be the first person to say “I’m not sure if Nightingales are here in

November”, but the whole concept here is to tell you what a Nightingale is

doing in Africa in November.

you what it’s doing all year, alo

other ‘British’ bird species, inc

Puffin and Kingfisher. Each fe

three sections in the January ch

and so on through the year, so t

read about each bird in turn bef

returning to the one you started

That can get confusing, but the

round it is to stick with one spec

jump to the next chapter each t

Hats off to Mike for the wealth

information that he makes avail

and also to Darren Woodhead

wonderful artwork, but call me

old-fashioned – I’d prefer a mo

straightforward structure.

John Miles

This reissue of a true classic of natural history is very apt, given the Robin’s 

recent election as Britain’s national bird and it comes complete with an intro 

he organiser of that vote, David Li

hor’s son, Peter Lack, and biologist  

per. Add to that art from Robert

mor, and you have a must-read.

me of Lack’s discoveries, of course,

e startling at the time, have been

ely disseminated since, but his clea

essible style and sharp wit make fo

 ntertaining as well as an accessible

, and you’re sure to come away

m the book having learned plenty

 about a bird that we think of as

rly familiar. It’s pretty hard to find

t with – as a single species study it’

 everything you might want, which

 obably why it’s been much imitate

e. The original remains the best…

tt Merritt 

REVIEWS BY JOHN MILES & MATT MERRITT

NIGHTINGALES IN NOVEMBER
Mike Dilger
Bloomsbury, HB, £16.99, BW Bo0okshop £13.99 (quote BW104)

THE LIFE OF THE ROBIN
David Lack
Pallas Athene, SB, £9.99, BW Bookshop £8.99 (quote BW 105)

BIRD WATCHING BOOKSHOP
SPECIAL PRICES & FREE UK POSTAGE ON ORDERS OF £20 OR MORE

SAVE OUR SPOONY: WILD Sounds & Books is the Birdlife Species Champion for Spoon-billed Sandpiper.  
A percentage of every sale through the Bird Watching Bookshop goes to this cause

ALL PRICES VALID
UNTIL 31 JULY 2016 UNLESS SPECIFIED

TO ORDER & SEE OUR FULL RANGE VISIT wildsounds.com/birdwatching or call the Order Hotline: 01263 741836

P&P of £1.99 will be applied to all orders less than £20 in value. If you order contains both in-print and not yet published/printed titles a postage charge of £1.99 will be levied, if applicable, to each part of the order.
Paying by cheque? Goods will be dispatched after cheque has cleared. Please make cheques payable to WildSounds. Send to WildSounds, Dept BWING, CrossStreet, Salthouse, Norfolk NR25 7XH.
Buying on the Web: Price Guarantee. Please note that the value of the BW code will be deducted from your order when the order is processed and the value of the BW code is confirmed.  
The price quoted in this advert is the price you will pay, provided the publishers RRP is still valid.

NEW!
The Most Perfect Thing: inside  

(and outside) a bird’s egg

Tim Birkhead
HBK £16.99
YOU PAY £14.99 
(quote BW097)

DVD Birds of Britain &
Europe (incl North Africa
and Middle East)
3DVD SET £39.95
YOU PAY £19.95
(quote BW DVD16)

NEW!

Badgers (RSPB Spotlight)
James Lowen
SBK £9.99
YOU PAY £8.99

DVD Guide to British Birds
280 species
390 minutes
3DVD SET £29.95
YOU PAY £14.95
(quote BW DVD16)

NEW!

Fingers in the Sparkle Jar
Chris Packham
HBK £20.00
YOU PAY £14.99
but only if you quote BW 103

ALSO AVAILABLE AT HALF PRICE
FINDING BIRDS IN ...
OSouthernCyprus OEstoniaONorthGoa O Gambia 
O�Northern Greece O Hungary O Lapland O�Mallorca 
O�Morocco: the deserts  O Morocco: coast and 
mountains O�South Portugal O South Texas O 
South-west Turkey

DUE JULY 2016

Britain’s Birds: An ID Guide to
the Birds of Britain and Ireland
Rob Hume et al 
SBK WITH PLASTIC COVER £19.95

YOU PAY £16.95
but only if you quote BW096

DVD Finding Birds in North Spain 
Spectacular birds such as Great
Bustard, Wallcreeper & Bearded
Vulture. 68 minutes 
DVD £19.95
YOU PAY £9.95 
(quote BW-DVD50)

BEST-SELLING, NEW AND FORTHCOMING TITLES

MORE HALF PRICE DVDS UNTIL 30 JUNE
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NEW!
Photographing Wildlife in the UK 

A Photo-Location Guidebook

Andrew Marshall
SBL £25.00
YOU PAY £19.99 
(quote BW100)

Seabirds of the World

Secret Realm of the  
Oceans’ Wanderers
David Tipling
HBK £16.99 
YOU PAY £15.99

SAVE £20!

Collins Bird Guide 
LARGE FORMAT £50
YOU PAY £29.99
but only if you quote BW-LF



For information on indigenous and visiting birds with the best
places to see them, including recent sightings, together with full
details of the area, visit our websites:

www.mallorcabirdwatching.com 
www.enjoymallorca.com 

www.mallorcabirdwatching.com/forum

e: info@mallorcabirdwatching.com
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sightings, photo’s 
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www.paulfowliephotography.com 
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Join me looking for wildlife in the Yorkshire Dales
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STAR SPECIES
Short Eared Owl

Black Grouse 
Little Owl 

Dipper
Kestrel
Buzzard
Hares

Cost £120 or 2 adults £160 Contact Paul on 07889 264 901

3367

4HE�'AMBIA�s�&INLAND���.ORWAY�
3PAIN��%XTREMADURA	�s�3PAIN��0YRENEES���3TEPPES	
3PAIN��"IRDS���"EARS	�s�!USTRALIA�s�&ALKLANDS
"OTSWANA�s�3OUTH�!FRICA�s�4ANZANIA
-OROCCO�s�!LASKA�s�!RIZONA�s�4EXAS
"RAZIL�s�(ONDURAS���0ANAMA�s�4RINIDAD

.EW�FOR�����
0ERU�s�.EW�9ORK�s�#HILE���&ALKLANDS

www.avianadventures.co.uk
01384 372013 avianadventures@btinternet.com



birdwatching.co.uk 81

St
ev
e
G
an
tle
tt

THE BEST RARE BIRDS SEEN ALL AROUND BRITAIN IN

UK BIRD

A
PRIL WAS DOMINATED BY COLD
northerly winds, pegging back
migration by at least three weeks.
Despite the weather, it was a busy
month for rarities. The undoubted

highlights involved two (presumably) ship-
assisted strays – a male Snowy Owl from Canada
and a first-summer male Gambell’s White-crowned
Sparrow. The heavily-sodden owl was found by
local Nigel Wheatley the very next day after he’d
found a Greenland Gyr, both in Kenidjack Valley in
West Cornwall. It spent most of the day sat on
a stone wall high above the valley throughout 4th.

It flew as it got dark, presumably to hunt, but
was not seen again then until 15th, this time
favouring a stone wall at Cape Cornwall. On 17th,
it was seen at Bartinney Downs, before making
the 19-mile journey to Tresco (Scilly) next day,
where it commuted between Shipman Head Down
and Hell Bay on Bryher and Castle Down on
Tresco for the remainder of the month.

The White-crowned Sparrow was plucked out of
a mist net at Woolston Eyes LNR (Cheshire) on
30th April and was found to be of the western
form gambelli, the first of that form to make it to
this side of the Atlantic. After release it was seen
briefly by the first 25 twitching birders, but then
by none thereafter. It was only the 7th record for
Britain, the first two both being seen in May 1977.

COMPILED BY: LEE EVANS

Earlier, the Isle of Man played host to a Dark-
eyed Junco at the Point of Ayre for the day on 2nd.

An Alpine Accentor was photographed during
the afternoon of 13th April along the clifftop 
footpath south of Brownwich Farm, west of 
Titchfield Haven NNR (Hants). 

The month will also be remembered for its 
unusual influx of Iberian-type Chiffchaffs, 
numbering at least 15. Although most turned out 
to be collybita that had presumably spent  
a considerable time held up in NW Iberia, five 
were actually non-mimics and the real deal. 

The first was a long-staying singing male in 
Shropshire – at Granville Country Park, Telford, 
from 10th – followed next day by one at Little 
Treleaver on the Lizard (Cornwall). A third was 
discovered on Tresco (Scilly) on 17th, before 
Kent’s second-ever was discovered at Reculver on 
20th and the fifth and Kent’s third at Northdown 
Park, Margate, from 23rd-27th. 

The Pacific Diver remained in Mount’s Bay 
(Cornwall) until at least 26th while White-billed 
Diver numbers increased with the arrival of at 
least 10 offshore of Portsoy (Aberdeenshire).

Herons to raptors 
New Cattle Egrets included two at Durley, WSW of 
Bishop’s Waltham on 7th and an adult in Pagham 
Harbour (West Sussex) from 13th-30th. 

Lee Evans is the UK’s most 
well-known and fanatical 
‘twitcher’, having recorded 585 
species in Britain and Ireland, 
863 in the wider Western 
Palearctic and 386 in just one 
calendar year in the UK. He 
has written many ornithological 
publications and runs 
numerous birding tours 
throughout the year, including 
custom-led trips. Visit 
bbabirding.blogspot.co.uk and 
uk400clubrarebird alert.
blogspot.co.uk

FLAVAOF
SPRING
RARITIES

Possible ship-jumping North American rarities dominated the headlines, reports Lee Evans

Nominate flava Blue-headed Wagtail, 
Salthouse, Norfolk, 16 April
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There was a healthy influx of ‘early’ Purple
Herons, with singles at Wat Tyler Country Park, 
Pitsea (Essex) on 6th-10th, Swale NR (North Kent) 
on 11th, Stodmarsh (Kent) on 13th, Linford NR, 
Newport Pagnell (North Bucks) on 20th and the 
first of two different first-summers at South Huish 
Marshes (South Devon) from 23rd-30th. 

At least two ‘genuine’ White Storks arrived, too, 
with a Somerset Levels bird at Tealham Moor and 
environs from 4th-9th relocating to West and 
North Wales on 10th-18th, visiting Teifi Marshes 
(Ceredigion) and elsewhere on its tour. One flew 
in off the sea at Dungeness (Kent) on 10th perhaps 
relocating to Norfolk, where one was seen at  
a large number of coastal sites from Cromer to 
Titchwell during 19th-26th. Further records came 
from Bradwell-on-Sea (Essex) on 26th and 
Pulborough Brooks RSPB (West Sussex) on 27th. 

Glossy Ibises remained steadfast in their 
residency while several more arrived to join them.

The adult Ross’s Snow Goose was seen in the 
Bathgate area with returning Pinkfeet on 3rd-7th, 
while Strontian’s resident Black Duck reappeared 
in the river valley there and adjacent gardens from 
13th. Several ‘new’ drake American Wigeons 
appeared including a popular bird at Pulborough 
North Brooks from mid-month, with 19 Green-
winged Teals logged, two Ferruginous Ducks, five 
Lesser Scaups and at least 15 Ring-necked Ducks. 

Highland Region saw the arrival of a ‘new’ 
drake King Eider NW of Ullapool at Achiltibuie 
from 15th-30th. At least 15 Surf Scoters remained 
from March with further flocks of nine and five 
being discovered in Ireland at Claggan on the 
Mullet peninsular (Co. Mayo) on 2nd and five at 
Salterstown (Co. Louth) on 9th. 

The first Black Kite to overshoot was 
photographed flying over Sandwich Bay and Deal 

(Kent) on 19th, with others to follow near
Stornoway (Lewis) on 26th-27th and over Mucking 
Tip (Essex) and Ibsley Water (Hants) on 30th, 
while yet another plethora of Pallid Harrier 
occurrences included flyover migrants, generally 
ringtails, at South Swale NR (Kent) on 11th, 
Marshfield (South Gloucestershire) on 12th and at 
other sites later in the month. 

The juvenile Greenland Gyr stayed on North Uist 
at Balranald RSPB (Outer Hebrides) until 8th.

Waders, gulls and terns
Black-winged Stilts returned with a vengeance in 
April with several pairs taking up residence on 
North Kent marshes, while elsewhere, a first-
summer appeared at Weir Wood Reservoir (East 
Sussex) on 12th and a pair at Manor Farm 
Workings, Old Wolverton (North Bucks) on 24th 
and at Steart WWT (Somerset) on 30th. 

It was a return to form for Kentish Plover, with  
a male at Dawlish Warren NNR (Devon) on 10th, 
another at Sker Point (Glamorgan) on 18th, a pair 
at Marazion Beach (Cornwall) on 22nd-23rd and  
a fabulously showy male at Audenshaw Reservoirs 
(Greater Manchester) on 25th-27th. 

A first-year American Golden Plover was in 
Angle Harbour (Pembrokeshire) on 29th, with an 
early Broad-billed Sandpiper at Goldcliff Pools 
(Gwent) on 22nd-23rd and the first Temminck’s 
Stint of the spring at Cley NWT (Norfolk) on 27th. 
A Pectoral Sandpiper visited North Cave Wetlands, 
near Hull (East Yorks) on 23rd, while in West 
Cornwall, the long-staying Hudsonian Whimbrel 
remained throughout the month. 

Pennington Marshes’ (Hants) first-year Long-
billed Dowitcher continued its residency on the 
Fishtail Lagoon until at least 30th, with another at 
Sandwich Bay (Kent) on 8th-10th, while Breydon 

ÏABOVE (LEFTTORIGHT)
Hudsonian Whimbrel,
Perranuthnoe, Cornwall, 9 April

Wryneck, Cley, Norfolk, 27 April
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Water’s long-staying Lesser Yellowlegs made
a whistle-stop visit to nearby Carlton Marshes SWT
(Suffolk) on 2nd. A Grey Phalarope approaching
red breeding plumage was at Staines Reservoirs
(Surrey/Middlesex) all day on 24th.

An adult Bonaparte’s Gull returned to Cardiff
Bay (Glamorgan) from 5th, with another regular at
Bowling Green Marsh RSPB, Topsham (Devon)
from 11th and an adult at Tacumshin (Co.
Wexford) from 23rd, while Castletownbere’s
(Co. Cork) Glaucous-winged Gull lingered.

Landbirds
The first-winter Rufous Turtle Dove remained
throughout April in Otford (Kent), although its
actual location was not ‘sussed out’ by birders
until the first few days of May, while an Alpine
Swift at Old Moor RSPB (South Yorks) on 1st
proved to be the only one in its peak month of
arrival in the UK. 

There was a widespread influx of Hoopoes
involving at least 44 birds, while the first of the
year’s European Bee-eaters made landfall at
Portland Bill (Dorset) on 30th. There was an
unusual number of April Wryneck occurrences,
including one particularly confiding one that
favoured birdwatchers’ gardens at Cley-next-the-
Sea from 25th-29th. 

Several migrant Richard’s Pipits were seen but
more unusual was an Olive-backed Pipit at Seacliff
(Lothian) on 24th. A male Black-headed Wagtail
visited Swillington Ings (West Yorks) on 9th, while
Red-rumped Swallows appeared at Freiston Shore
RSPB (Lincs) on 15th and Thorpeness (Suffolk)
and Ibsley Water (Hants) on 18th.

A male white-spotted Bluethroat was at Portland
Bill (Dorset) on 16th, with Subalpine Warblers (all
Western cantillans) at Reydon on 12th and at

ÏABOVE (CLOCKWISE
FROMTOPLEFT)
Spoonbill, Cley, Norfolk, 27 April

Rose-breastedGrosbeak,
Burra, Shetland ,May

Pallas’sWarbler,
Portesham, Dorset, 7 April

Black-headedWagtail,
Titchwell, Norfolk, 2May

Ð BELOW
Iberian Chiffchaff, Granville Nature
Reserve, Shropshire, 11 April
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Portland Bill on 13th-15th, reeling Savi’s Warblers 
at Minsmere RSPB (Suffolk) from 13th and in the 
Stour Valley (Kent) on 26th and a migrant at 
Hummersea (Cleveland) on 15th, a Western 
Bonelli’s Warbler trapped and ringed at Nanjizal 
(Cornwall) on 23rd; and singing male Yellow-
browed Warblers at Brent Reservoir (London) from 
1st-7th, Gidea Park (London) on 12th and Long 
Melford (Suffolk) on 24th. Woodchat Shrikes 
appeared at Windmill Farm, The Lizard (Cornwall) 
on 2nd-4th, Caerthilian Cove, The Lizard, on 12th, 
St Mary’s Airfield (Scilly) on 17th-21st and near 
Newquay (Cornwall) on 30th, with a Rose-coloured 
Starling on The Lizard on 6th, an early Common 
Rosefinch at Kilnsea (East Yorks) on 24th and  
a Little Bunting at St Ann’s Head on 16th. 



U K  B I R D  S I G H T I N G S  A P R I L

SOUTHWEST

Two outrageous white
birds of prey
dominated news from the region, both
in the same part of Cornwall: a Gyr
Falcon, first seen at St Just on 3rd,
then a Snowy Owl was reported the
next day at the Kendjack Valley, and
St Just. Singing Iberian Chiffchaffs
were in Cornwall and on Scilly.

Highlights In asso

AVON
HIGHLIGHTS: A Pallid Harrier that flew
through the Shire Valley, Marshfield (12th) was
the second county record. An Iberian Chiffchaff
in Hanham (19th) was a county first.

SEVERNSIDE: Wagtails included two
Blue-headed, a ‘Channel’, 19 Yellow and 73
White. There were 800 Bar-tailed Godwits, 36
Whimbrels, 11 Little Ringed Plovers and three
Avocets. Seabirds included two Common
Scoters, two Goosanders, four Arctic Skuas, two
Great Skuas, nine Kittiwakes, two Little Gulls,
an Arctic Tern and 13 Common Terns. There
was a Marsh Harrier, Osprey and Garganey.

PORTISHEAD & CLEVEDON: There was an
unseasonal White-fronted Goose (16th-17th).
Two Cranes flew over (17th). Maxima were 200
Bar-tailed Godwits, 145 Whimbrels and four
Little Ringed Plovers. The Purple Sandpiper
flock remained. There was a Blue-headed
Wagtail, 28 Yellow Wagtails, 15 White Wagtails,
five Pied Flycatchers, two Ring Ouzels, six
Cuckoos and four Grasshopper Warblers.

THE RESERVOIRS: Blagdon had three
Ospreys, Common Tern and Pied Flycatcher.
Chew had Marsh Harriers and Ospreys on five
dates, four Cranes, 14 Little Gulls, 33 Common
Sandpipers, a Sandwich Tern, Swifts (from
17th), two Wood Warblers and two Cuckoos.

WESTON-SUPER-MARE: Seabirds included a
Common Scoter, Fulmar, five Gannets, Arctic
Skua, Great Skua, six Sandwich and two
‘commic’ Terns. Whimbrels peaked at 50.
There was a Marsh Harrier, two Wood Warblers,
two Pied Flycatchers, three Ring Ouzels,
three Cuckoos and Grasshopper Warblers
on eight dates.

OTHER SITES: A Hoopoe was at Hallen
(14th-15th). A Great White Egret flew over
Cribbs Causeway (21st). Red Kite passage saw
birds at Oldbury Power Station (1st), Chew (1st,
10th, 14th, 21st & 29th), Chipping Sodbury and
New Passage (2nd), Lulsgate (3rd), Walton
Common (8th), Marshfield (two, 10th & 21st,
and one, 19th), Clevedon (10th & 17th), Ham
Green (14th), Bath (19th), Wrington and
Pucklechurch (both 20th) and Wick (22nd).
Oldbury Power Station had Ring Ouzel (2nd),
Red-breasted Merganser (5th), Greenshank
(9th), 80 Whimbrels (12th), Grasshopper
Warblers on five dates, Cuckoos on four, five
Arctic Terns (23rd), a Wood Warbler (30th) and
Short-eared Owl. An Osprey was at Dundry
(19th), with a Goshawk in Lower Woods (8th)
and Short-eared Owl at Chipping Sodbury
Common (13th-19th). Three Little Gulls at Over
were unusual (14th). Wood Warblers were at
Yate (19th-20th) and Fishponds (21st). Pied
Flycatchers were at Warmley (17th) and Yate
(18th).
Richard Mielcarek

CHANNEL ISLANDS
JERSEY: Numerous Ring Ouzels were seen,
mostly at Sorel. Good numbers of Wheatears,
Yellow Wagtails and White Wagtails passed
through, with the occasional Tree Pipit. Four
Puffins, six Manx Shearwaters and four
Razorbills were at Plemont, with Kingfishers
nesting nearby. Short-eared, Long-eared and
Barn Owls were noted. Hobbies were
numerous. Five Cirl Buntings held territory on
Grouville Common. Hoopoes were near
Longueville Manor, La Rocque and in St John.
There were 83 pale-bellied Brent Geese at St
Aubin. Black Terns were at St Ouen’s and
Grands Vaux. A Cattle Egret was in Grouville. A
Black-tailed Godwit and Whimbrel were at St
Catherine’s. A Nightjar was at Val de la Mar. La
Rocque had two Little Terns and 10 Great
Northern Divers. The odd Jack Snipe was at St
Ouen’s and Grouville Marsh. Ten Purple
Sandpipers were at the Ecrehous. Dartford
Warblers were widespread round the coast.
Bertram Bree

CORNWALL
HIGHLIGHTS: The Hudsonian Whimbrel
remained around Perranuthnoe. The Pacific
Diver was around Marazion and Mount Bay (to
8th). A white-morph Gyr Falcon was at St Just,
Pendeen, Bosullow Common and Men-an-Tol
(3rd). A Snowy Owl was at St Just (4th) with an
Iceland Gull (5th). An American Herring Gull
was at Drift Reservoir (5th-21st). An Iberian
Chiffchaff sang at Coverack (11th-19th). A
Western Bonelli’s Warbler was at Nanjizal Valley
(23rd). A Woodchat Shrike was at Windmill
Farm (2nd-5th), with others at Caerthillean
(12th) and Holywell (30th). Hoopoes were at
Polgigga early on, with others at the Lizard
(4th-6th), Grumbla (6th-12th), Land’s End (to
27th), Windmill Farm (24th), Predannack Head
(15th), Nanquidno Valley (15th) and Cot Valley
(13th). A Kumlien’s Gull and Glaucous Gull were
at Mousehole (9th). Ring-billed Gulls were at
Lizard Point (13th) and on the Hayle Estuary
(14th). A Serin flew east at Nanjizal Valley
(18th). A Siberian Chiffchaff was at Trevose
Head (21st). Two Kentish Plovers were at
Marazion (22nd-24th).

DEVON
NORTH DEVON: Rillage Point maxima
included five Willow Warblers, 63 Meadow

Pipits, 53 Linnets, 40 Chaffinches, a Glaucous
Gull, Grasshopper Warbler, five Chiffchaffs, a
Wheatear, 400 Swallows, 83 Goldfinches, 14
Siskins, a Whitethroat, Lesser Whitethroat, 30
Sand Martins, two Tree Pipits, a Swift, 135
House Martins, eight Sandwich Terns, 19
Common Terns and four Whimbrels. Lundy
logged two Ring Ouzels, an Osprey, Merlin, 100
Chiffchaffs, 150 Willow Warblers, 40 Blackcaps,
two Sandwich Terns, a Grey Wagtail, 20 Pied
Wagtails, six White Wagtails, 25 Sand Martins,
40 Swallows, five House Martins, a Redstart,
Pied Flycatcher, 15 Wheatears, 150 Meadow
Pipits, a Cuckoo, Ring Ouzel, two Whimbrels,
44 Puffins, and a Short-eared Owl. Ospreys
were at Appledore, Winkleigh and Baggy Point.
Berrynarbor and Velator had Hen Harriers.
Hartland Point had 1,100 Manx Shearwaters and
33 Kittiwakes. Braunton had two Garganeys, a
Blue-headed Wagtail, two Little Ringed Plovers
and a Marsh Harrier.

SOUTH DEVON: Bowling Green Marsh
logged 10 Willow Warblers, four Ringed Plovers,
six Knot, 25 Bar-tailed Godwits, 500
Black-tailed Godwits, 14 Red-breasted
Mergansers, seven Pintails, a Spotted Redshank,
Bonaparte’s Gull, two Grey Plovers, three
Common Sandpipers, 15 Little Egrets, 10
Greenshanks, 45 Curlews, 44 Whimbrels, eight
Reed Warblers, five Cetti’s Warblers, 12
Blackcaps, 20 Chiffchaffs, 900 Sand Martins,
and Arctic, Common and Little Terns. Topsham
had an Osprey, two Spotted Redshanks, a Marsh
Harrier, Avocet, 19 Sandwich Terns, a Hobby, 18
Chiffchaffs, 10 Blackcaps, and four Cetti’s
Warblers. A continental Coal Tit, 22 Willow
Warblers, nine Chiffchaffs, two Redstarts, six
Blackcaps, a dark-phase Fulmar, 91 Fulmars,
1,500 Manx Shearwaters, two Puffins, four
Great Skuas, 457 Kittiwakes, 10 Sandwich Terns
and three Red-throated Divers were at Berry
Head. Yarner Wood had 14 Pied Flycatchers,
two Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers, a Redstart,
Wood Warbler, three Tree Pipits and a Cuckoo.
Hopes Nose had 11 Great Skuas, an Arctic Skua,
five Red-throated Divers, 12 Sandwich Terns
and 500 Manx Shearwaters. Four Ring-necked
Parakeets and two Black Redstarts were at
Plymouth. Bolt Head had an Osprey and 71
Common Scoters. Peter Tavy, Dartmoor had a
Hen Harrier. Red Kites were at Berry Head,
Bowling Green Marsh, Trendlebere, Holsworthy
and Starcross. A Montagu’s Harrier was at

Colyford Common. Soar had a Purple Heron, 
Ring Ouzel, Black Redstart, Pied Flycatcher, 
ten Wheatears, two Yellow Wagtails, a Wood 
Sandpiper, two Redstarts, and four 
Whitethroats. Harleston, Seaton and Dawlish 
had Hoopoes. At Exmouth, there was a 
Short-eared Owl, 17 Whimbrels, two Roseate 
Terns and a Great Northern Diver. 

THURLESTONE BAY: Highlights included 
two Brent Geese, a Garganey, 285 Common 
Scoters, a Black-throated Diver, Red-throated 
Diver, two Great Northern Divers, 250 Manx 
Shearwaters, two Purple Herons, six Little 
Egrets, a Little Ringed Plover, 15 Grey Plovers, 
a Sanderling, 226 Bar-tailed Godwits, 148 
Whimbrels, four Common Sandpipers, a Wood 
Sandpiper (23rd), four Turnstones, two Arctic 
Skuas, a Great Skua, two Mediterranean Gulls 
and an Iceland Gull. There were two Little 
Terns, 27 Sandwich Terns, nine Common Terns 
and 30 Arctic Terns. The largest Blackcap 
passage for years saw 31 ringed. There were 
two Siberian Chiffchaffs, two Redstarts, eight 
Stonechats, a Whinchat, just 15 Wheatears, two 
Blue-headed Wagtails, a Tree Pipit, Water Pipit 
and Cirl Buntings at two sites. 
Harvey Kendall and Mike Passman 
(thurlestonebaybirds.co.uk)

DORSET

HIGHLIGHTS: The Pallas’s Warbler remained 
at Portesham (1st-30th). A Hooded Crow was 
at Portland Bill (1st). A Siberian Chiffchaff was 
singing at Lodmoor (2nd). There was a Hoopoe 
at Townsend, Swanage (7th-8th). A Serin 
passed over West Cliff, Portland (9th). An 
Iceland Gull was in Upton CP (11th). A Hoopoe 
was in Suckthumb Quarry (12th-17th). A 
Western Subalpine Warbler was trapped at 
Portland Observatory (13th). A Hawfinch was 
on Portland (15th). A Yellow-browed Warbler 
was at Oakford Fitzpaine (16th) and a 
Bluethroat at Portland on the same date. A 
Crane passed over Monkton Up Wimborne. An 
Iceland Gull was at Portland Bill (19th). A 
possible Melodious Warbler was at Verne 
Common. A Glossy Ibis was in Charmouth 
(25th). A Bee-eater flew over Portland (30th). 
Paul Morton

ISLES OF SCILLY
HIGHLIGHTS: Two Iceland Gulls were 
regularly on the golf course, with another two 
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Hoopoe, Grumbla, Cornwall, 10 April



COMPILED BY GORDON HAMLETT 

SOUTHEAST

Easily the biggest 
story from the
region during April was the release of
news of an Oriental Turtle Dove of
the subspecies meena in a private
garden in Otford in Kent. Though this
news was released on 2 April, and the
bird had apparently been present
since February, it was only 
‘rediscovered’ on 30 April. It was still
present into the second week of May.

Highlights In asso
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BEDFORDSHIRE
HIGHLIGHTS: Grovebury SP logged a
White-tailed Eagle (9th), Common Scoter
(24th) and Little Gull (12th). A Pied Flycatcher
was at The Lodge (30th). Brogborough Lake
had Black-necked Grebes (3rd & 30th), two
Red-breasted Mergansers (11th) and Slavonian
Grebes (24th & 29th). Stewartby Lake had an
Osprey (1st), Great Northern Diver (15th) and
Sandwich Tern (16th). Ospreys were at The
Lodge (5th), Thorn (3rd) and Tempsford (18th).
A Spotted Redshank was at Meadow Lane GP
(2nd-3rd), three Arctic Terns (16th) and two
Little Gulls (12th). Broom GP held two
Sandwich Terns (2nd), a Black Redstart (3rd),
Osprey (8th), Little Gull (11th), Spotted
Redshank (11th) and three Ring Ouzels (16th).
There were several Ring Ouzels and Redstarts
at Blows Down and Pegsdon Hills. Black
Redstarts were at Blows Down (2nd-10th) and
Pegsdon Hills (5th). A few Ring Ouzels and
Redstarts were at other sites. 
Robin Chittenden. For the latest bird news
please phone 09068 700 245. Calls to 09068
700 245 from a landline or mobile phone cost
65p per minute plus your telephone company
access charge. Service provided by Birdline East
Anglia. For enquiries please call 0330 333 6946
or 07941 333 970, www.birdlineeastanglia.co.uk

BERKSHIRE
HIGHLIGHTS: A Hoopoe was in Woodley
(12th-18th).

BURGHFIELD GP: There was a Pintail
(3rd-16th), two Red-crested Pochards, a Smew
(2nd-3rd), Osprey (19th), four Oystercatchers,
and a Redstart (19th).

DINTON PASTURES CP: Highlights included
two Shelducks (3rd-28th), three Oystercatchers,
a Little Gull (13th), two Arctic Terns (28th), a
Redstart (14th) and Ring Ouzel (13th).

Pintails (3rd), and nine Little Gulls (11th), with 
another (13th).

GALLOWS BRIDGE: There were two Ruff 
(20th), a Whimbrel (24th-27th) and a 
Short-eared Owl (20th).

IVINGHOE HILLS: Redstarts passed through 
(11th-20th). Ring Ouzels passed through 
(2nd-16th) maximum six (8th).

LINFORD: There were two Garganeys 
(11th-12th), a Red-crested Pochard (20th-21st) 
and two Arctic Terns (25th).

QUAINTON HILLS: Redstarts went through in 
good numbers (5th-30th). There was a 
Whinchat (19th). Ring Ouzels peaked at three 
(13th-14th).

ROWSHAM: There was a Whimbrel (16th), 
several Redstarts (6th-22nd) and a Ring Ouzel 
(24th-27th).

OTHER SITES: Two Little Gulls were at 
Marsworth Reservoir (25th). Arctic Terns were 
at Little Marlow GP (16th and 29th) and Willen 
Lake (16th). Two Short-eared Owls were at 
Pitstone (25th). Two Lesser Spotted 
Woodpeckers were at Burnham Beeches. 
Redstarts were at Old Wolverton (3rd), 
Hardmead (10th) and Lodge Hill (8th-19th). 
Whinchats were at Ravenstone STW (24th) and 
Broughton Grounds (27th). Ring Ouzels were 
at Bradenham (30th), Grangelands (12th) and 
Lathbury (21st-26th). Grasshopper Warblers 
were at Hyde Lane (10th) and Manor Farm 
(18th). The Penn Wood Brambling roost still 
held 24 birds (10th).
Adam Bassett (www.bucksbirdclub.co.uk)

HAMPSHIRE
BLASHFORD LAKES/AVON VALLEY: There 
was a Black Kite (30th), three Red Kites, an 
Osprey (5th), Hobby (25th) and Peregrine (4th 
& 6th). Wildfowl included a Mandarin (24th) 
and Garganey (5th). The long-staying 
Slavonian Grebe remained (to 12th). There was 
a Greenshank (20th), Little Gull, five Med Gulls, 
a Black Tern (20th-21st), White Wagtails on 
four dates, seven Bramblings (17th), 283 
Shovelers and 13 Goldeneyes.

FARLINGTON MARSHES/LANGSTONE 
HARBOUR: There were two Spoonbills 
(13th-23rd), a Spotted Redshank (22nd), Wood 
Sandpiper (29th) and Little Gull (3rd-15th). Two 
Short-eared Owls were seen regularly as were 
the resident Bearded Tits and Cetti’s Warblers. 
Migrants included a Tree Pipit (10th), White 
Wagtail (25th) and several Redstarts. A Great 
Northern Diver was in the harbour (5th). 
Ospreys were seen (12th and 14th).

LYMINGTON-MILFORD ON SEA: Scarce 
visitors included a Stone-curlew (5th), two 
Curlew Sandpipers (30th), a Purple Sandpiper 
(27th) and Hoopoe (3rd). Remaining from 
March were five Spoonbills, a Long-tailed Duck 
and the Long-billed Dowitcher. Also noted were 
two pale-bellied Brent Geese (30th), two 
Ospreys (30th), two Little Gulls, a Roseate Tern 
(26th), Turtle Dove (30th) and Short-eared 
Owls (2nd-3rd & 15th). There was a Tree Pipit 
(11th), Water Pipits (1st & 11th) and two White 
Wagtails (8th-9th). Dartford Warblers and 
Bearded Tits were seen regularly. Offshore 
sightings included two Garganeys (14th), 100 
Common Scoters (11th), all three divers 
including a Black-throated Diver (10th), two 
Manx Shearwaters (10th), 10 Pomarine Skuas 

on Tresco early on. One commuted between
there and Bryher at the month’s end. A Serin
was on the Garrison and a Firecrest at Porth
Hellick (2nd). Five Purple Sandpipers were on
Tresco, a Common Scoter near St Martin’s, 25
Sandwich Terns near Samson, a Lesser Redpoll
in Holy Vale and a Ruff on the Airport (3rd).
The first Puffin was near Annet (4th). Sedge
Warblers, two Siberian Chiffchaffs and a
Firecrest were seen (4th). A Firecrest was on St
Agnes (8th). A large fall of Willow Warblers was
noted (10th). A Pied Flycatcher, Ring Ouzel,
three Tree Pipits and a Redstart were on Bryher
(11th). The islands’ eighth Great White Egret
was on Tresco (12th & 14th). An Arctic Tern flew
past St Martin’s (12th). The first Common Tern
was off St Agnes (15th). An Iberian Chiffchaff
on Tresco (from 17th) was the third for the
islands. A Woodchat Shrike was near Giant’s
Castle, Ring Ouzels on the Garrison and
Airport, and a Grasshopper Warbler plus two
Pied Flycatchers on St Agnes (17th). A Rook on
Peninnis (17th) was joined by two on the golf
course a few days later. A Woodchat Shrike was
on Bryher (18th) plus many Willow Warblers.

A Snowy Owl on Tresco (18th) settled on
the northern ends of Tresco and Bryher. A 
Marsh Harrier, four Common Sandpipers, a 
Green Sandpiper and 11 Ring Ouzels were on 
Tresco (19th). Hoopoes were at Porth Hellick 
and Porth Loo (20th), when the first Garden 
Warbler was in Hugh Town and the first Swift 
on Bryher. A Hobby was over Deep Point (21st), 
with the first Cuckoo on the golf course and a 
Turtle Dove in Porth Loo Lane. A Hoopoe was 
at Tremelethen, St Mary’s (22nd). Another was 
on St Agnes with a Yellow Wagtail. A Redstart 
and Spotted Flycatcher landed on the Scillonian 
111. The first of five Nightingales was near 
Rocky Hill (22nd). A new Hoopoe was on 
Bryher (23rd). Four Little Terns were off St 
Martins with another off St Agnes. A Montagu’s 
Harrier over Pelistry, St Mary’s (24th) 
commuted between Tresco and St Mary’s (to 
29th). A Wryneck was on the Garrison (24th). A 
Marsh Harrier on Tresco (25th) was also seen 
on St Mary’s (26th-28th). A Hawfinch 
frequented a Holy Vale garden (28th-30th). A 
Greylag was seen over several islands (30th).
Will Wagstaff

SOMERSET
HIGHLIGHTS: A White Stork was on Mark 
Moor and Tealham Moor (4th-8th), with a 
Cattle Egret on Tealham Moor (5th-21st). Two 
Black-winged Stilts visited Steart Marshes 
(30th). At Ham Wall, the Glossy Ibis remained 
all month, with the Ring-necked Duck (to 15th). 
The Iceland Gull roosted at Wimbleball Lake 
(5th). A Glaucous Gull was at Durleigh 
Reservoir (8th). A Hoopoe was near 
Baltonsborough (24th). A Great Grey Shrike 
was at Ubley Warren (17th-22nd).

OTHER SITES: A White-fronted Goose was on 
Westhay Moor (2nd-7th). Three Scaup 
remained at Cheddar Reservoir (to 3rd). 
Ospreys flew over Steart Marshes and Shapwick 
Heath (11th). A Hen Harrier flew through 
Shapwick Heath (21st). Red Kites were at nine 
sites. Twenty-six Arctic Skuas were seen in 
Bridgwater Bay, including 15 off Burnham (6th). 
Burnham also logged Pomarine Skuas (7th and 
25th) and a Great Skua (6th). Little Gulls 
included four at Durleigh Reservoir and two at 
Sutton Bingham Reservoir (11th), and two off 
Burnham (14th). A Black Tern was at Canada 
Farm Lake (25th-26th). Eighty Arctic Terns 
passed Berrow (26th). Common Terns were at 
several sites. Two Spotted Redshanks were at 
Ham Wall (22nd-23rd) and a Little Stint at 

Berrow (25th). Several Short-eared Owls
lingered on the Levels and the Steart peninsula.
Julian Thomas (somersetbirding.org.uk)

WILTSHIRE
HIGHLIGHTS: A Bittern was at Standlynch,
and a Little Gull at the Water Park where
waders included Black-tailed Godwit,
Greenshank and Whimbrel. A late Merlin was at
Royal Wootton Bassett, an early Osprey at
Swindon and a Marsh Harrier at the Water Park.
Brambling, Crossbill, redpoll and Siskin were
present in small numbers but most summer
visitors had been recorded by the month’s end.
Pied Flycatchers were at Stanton, Langford
Lakes and the Water Park, Ring Ouzels in above
average numbers at 10 sites and there were
more Cuckoo reports than usual. Firecrests
were at five sites but there was only a single
report of Lesser Spotted Woodpecker.
Rob Turner, County Recorder

GREENHAM COMMON: An Osprey (3rd), 
Short-eared Owl (23rd) and Redstart (8th-26th) 
were noted.

LOWER FARM GP: There was a Slavonian 
Grebe (11th), Great White Egret (23rd), two 
Shelducks (9th-28th), two Oystercatchers 
(13th-16th) and a Redstart (5th-16th).

MOOR GREEN LAKES: Highlights included 
two Shelducks, three Oystercatchers, a Jack 
Snipe (4th), Black-tailed Godwit (12th), 
Greenshank (24th), two Mediterranean Gulls 
(4th), Little Gull (11th-14th), White Wagtail 
(18th-25th) and Black Redstart (17th).

PINGEWOOD GP: Two Shelducks (3rd-10th), 
four Oystercatchers, three Black-tailed Godwits 
(11th), a Water Pipit (6th-7th), White Wagtail 
(15th) and Redstart (26th-30th) were the pick.

QUEEN MOTHER RESERVOIR: There were 
six Brent Geese (10th), two Little Ringed 
Plovers (28th), two Sandwich Terns (13th) and a 
White Wagtail (28th).

THEALE GP: Highlights included a Slavonian 
Grebe (15th-23rd), two Garganeys (2nd-10th), 
four Red-crested Pochards, four Oystercatchers, 
a Black-tailed Godwit (1st-11th), two Med Gulls 
(11th), three Little Gulls (12th), a Sandwich Tern 
(4th), Arctic Tern (23rd) and Grasshopper 
Warbler (26th).

WHISTLEY GREEN: An Oystercatcher (29th), 
Greenshank (19th), Redstart (28th) and Ring 
Ouzel (19th-21st) were noted.

WOOLHAMPTON GP: There was a Slavonian 
Grebe (13th-14th), Ring Ouzel (28th) and 
Grasshopper Warbler (25th).

OTHER SITES: Four Garganeys were at 
Fobney Meadow/Island, Reading (1st-26th). An 
Osprey flew over Theale Lakes Business Park 
(19th). Four Ring Ouzels were at Combe Gibbet 
(8th-21st), six at Greenham Common and 
singles at Broadmoor Farm (3rd), Streatley 
Warren (10th) and Crookham Common (27th). 
Grasshopper Warblers were at Southcote 
Meadows (12th-24th), Hungerford Marsh 
(18th), Marsh Benham (20th) and Thatcham 
Marsh (23rd-24th).
Marek Walford (www.berksbirds.co.uk)

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE
HIGHLIGHTS: Two Black-winged Stilts at 
Manor Farm (24th) were the first in the county 
since 1988. A Black-necked Grebe was at 
Calvert (16th). A Gannet flew over Linford 
(11th), with a Purple Heron there (20th). A Hen 
Harrier was at Chearsley (29th). Two Spotted 
Redshanks were at College Lake (21st-24th). A 
Little Tern was at Marsworth Reservoir (18th). A 
Wryneck was in gardens at Speen (24th-27th). 
Black Redstarts were at Milton Keynes (4th) 
and Quainton Hills (23rd). Wood Warblers were 
at Hardmead (10th), Aston Hill (23rd) and 
Linford (30th).

CALVERT: There were 11 Little Gulls (11th), 
plus one (12th), and two Arctic Terns (15th) with 
another (25th).

COLLEGE LAKE: There was a Pintail (to 7th), 
Jack Snipe (24th), Black-tailed Godwit (5th), 
two Whimbrels (23rd), a Short-eared Owl 
(8th-26th), Redstarts (7th-10th and 23rd) and a 
Ring Ouzel (5th-11th).

FOXCOTE RESERVOIR: There were two 
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the Ingrebourne Valley. Two Ring Ouzels, a 
Whinchat and Osprey were on Wanstead Flats. 
Gallions Reach had two Ospreys, Great White 
Egret, Goshawk, Roseate Tern and 50 Arctic 
Terns.

MID-ESSEX: Eighteen Nightingales were at 
Fingringhoe Wick. Abberton Reservoir held a 
Goosander, seven Black-necked Grebes, three 
Med Gulls, 45 Goldeneyes, a Scaup, 12 Arctic 
Terns, two Black Terns, a Little Gull, two 
Common Scoters, an Osprey and two Red 
Kites. Brightlingsea had 23 Med Gulls, two Red 
Kites, a Hen Harrier, Firecrest, Black Redstart 
and Redstart. Other Black Redstarts were on 
West Mersea and Heybridge GP. Two Ring 
Ouzels were at Wivenhoe and one at Cudmore 
Grove. A Black-necked Grebe was on Lofts 
Farm. Red Kites flew over Great Dunmow, 
Kelvedon, Colchester and Layer-de-le-Haye. A 
Garganey was at Old Hall Marshes. 

NORTH ESSEX: Holland Haven had a 
Rough-legged Buzzard and 45 Whimbrels. The 
Naze logged a Spoonbill, Water Pipit and 
Merlin. Four Nightingales were at Stour Woods. 
There were 22 Red-breasted Mergansers off 
Wrabness. A Jack Snipe was at Colne Point. Ten 
Little Gulls were at Leez Lodge Lakes. Red Kites 
were in the Halstead/Great Maplestead area. 

RAINHAM MARSHES: Highlights included 
Brent Geese, a Jack Snipe, Merlin, Rock Pipit, 
Water Pipit, Razorbill, Tree Pipits, Redstarts, a 
Black Redstart, Firecrest, Whinchats, 
Wheatears, Ring Ouzels, a ‘Channel’ Wagtail, 
Yellow Wagtails, White Wagtails, Cuckoos, a 
Crossbill, Serin, Wryneck, Common Terns, 40 
Arctic Terns, eight Sandwich Terns, several Little 
and Med Gulls, a Caspian Gull, Common 
Scoters, a Red-breasted Merganser, a record 23 
Knot, Sanderling, Turnstone, Bar-tailed 
Godwits, Spotted Redshanks, Greenshank, 
Ringed Plover, Green Sandpipers, a Stone 
Curlew, four Ravens, a Great White Egret, 
Montagu’s Harrier, Osprey, three Red Kites, a 
Hen Harrier, Hobbies, Marsh Harriers and three 
Short-eared Owls.

SE ESSEX: Boreham had a Black-necked 
Grebe, Goshawk, Tree Pipit, Arctic Tern and 
Turtle Dove. Three Little Gulls visited the 
Russell Green pits. Hanningfield Reservoir had 
two Garganeys, a Scaup and 14 Red-crested 
Pochards. Turtle Doves were at Cold Norton, 
Great Wakering and Barton Hall. Bradwell had 
two Firecrests, a Shag, Turtle Dove and two 
Bramblings. Red Kites flew over Billericay and 
Laindon. A Raven was over Hockley Woods. A 
Ring Ouzel was on Foulness. Short-eared Owls 
were at Wallasea and West Canvey. There were 
150 Avocets and 750 Black-tailed Godwits at 
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CAMBRIDGESHIRE
HIGHLIGHTS: A Cattle Egret was at
Chesterton (8th-18th). Grafham Water logged
a Red-necked Grebe, four Common Scoters 
(11th), a Wood Warbler (19th) and 59 Arctic 
Terns (24th). Paxton Pits had an Arctic Skua 
(29th) and Wood Sandpiper (23rd-30th). A 
Sandwich Tern was at Fen Drayton Lakes 
(13th-14th), with 15 Arctic Terns there 
(23rd-24th). Sandwich Terns were at Berry Fen 
(17th) and Ferry Meadows (20th), where there 
was also a Little Tern (28th). A Spoonbill 
lingered at the Nene Washes, with a Wood 
Sandpiper there (23rd) and Spotted Redshank 
(24th). A Wood Warbler was at Bainton Pots 
(25th). There was a scattering of Ring Ouzels 
and Redstarts across the county.
Robin Chittenden. For the latest bird news 

please phone 09068 700 245. Calls to 09068 

700 245 from a landline or mobile phone cost 

65p per minute plus your telephone company 

access charge. Service provided by Birdline East 

Anglia. For enquiries please call 0330 333 6946 

or 07941 333 970, www.birdlineeastanglia.co.uk

ESSEX
METROPOLITAN ESSEX: There were 25 Red 
Kite sightings. Forty Redstarts was our best 
spring ever. Siberian Chiffchaffs were at 
Waterworks NR and Walthamstow Marsh. The 
Yellow-browed Warbler reappeared in Gidea 
Park. A Pied Flycatcher was at Low Hall, 
Walthamstow, with a Wood Warbler, Arctic 
Tern, two Black Terns and two Whinchats at the 
nearby reservoirs. King George V Reservoir had 
a Scaup, two Sandwich Terns, a Ring Ouzel, 
Little Gull and two Common Scoters. A Black 
Kite went through Gunpowder Park. Fishers 
Green had a Spotted Flycatcher and six 
Nightingales. Black Redstarts were at 
Waterworks NR and in the Olympic Park, where 
Little Ringed Plovers and Cetti’s Warblers are 
breeding. Three Whinchats and a Ring Ouzel 
were at Fairlop Waters CP. Dagenham Chase 
had Firecrest, three Ring Ouzels, Grasshopper 
Warbler and Osprey. Three Grasshopper 
Warblers and two Red-crested Pochards were in 

Ring Ouzel,  

Friary Hills, Blakeney,  

Norfolk, 28 April 

EAST ANGLIA

Savi’s Warbler is a
very rare and
localised breeding bird in the UK, 
with up to three pairs in the
south-east of England. On passage, 
it is nearly always found by a male’s 
buzzing song. When one appeared 
singing at Minsmere RSPB, Suffolk, 
it was naturally very popular.

Highlights In association with

(21st, also seen off Stokes Bay and Hayling
Island), several Arctic Skuas, Great Skuas (10th
& 23rd) and four Black Terns (22nd).

TITCHFIELD HAVEN: An Alpine Accentor at
nearby Brownwich (13th) was a first for
Hampshire. There was a Great White Egret
(11th), Montagu’s Harrier in off the sea (12th), a
Stone-curlew (5th), four Black Terns (22nd), a
Short-eared Owl (8th & 13th), Wryneck (12th),
Garganey (from 23rd), four Spoonbills (3rd),
Ospreys (4th & 25th) and two Water Pipits
(4th). One hundred Med Gulls were noted.
Sightings included Red-throated Divers (10th,
16th & 21st), Slavonian Grebes (2nd & 11th),
Arctic Skuas, a Little Gull, Yellow-legged Gulls
(6th & 10th) and Glaucous Gulls (4th & 11th).

OTHER SITES: A Great White Egret was at
Southampton (26th). A White Stork flew east
at Woolmer Pond (8th). Hoopoes were at
Hayling Island-Sandy Point and Weston Shore
(3rd). Glaucous Gulls were at Southampton
Eastern Docks (15th) and Stokes Bay (20th). A
White-fronted Goose was at Timsbury
(10th-16th). A Black-throated Diver was off
Hayling Island-Sandy Point (30th), with 12
Balearic Shearwaters there (21st). A Slavonian
Grebe was off Hook-with-Warsash (2nd-4th).
Ospreys and Ring Ouzels were at several sites.
Pied Flycatchers were at Itchen Valley CP
(24th) and Chawton (29th). 
Richard Carpenter

HERTFORDSHIRE
HIGHLIGHTS: A Wood Warbler was at
Wormley Wood (28th). Two Cranes flew over
Hatfield (4th). Wilstone Reservoir logged 35
Little Gulls (11th), five Sandwich Terns (2nd),
plus another (14th), Ospreys (5th & 29th) and
four Arctic Terns (16th). Marsworth Reservoir
had a Little Tern (18th), two Arctic Terns (23rd)
and two Little Gulls (25th). Ring Ouzels were at
Hatfield, Tyttenhanger GP, Heartwood Forest,
Norton Green, Blackbridge and Therfield.
Redstarts were at Tyttenhanger GP, Batford,
Puckeridge and Therfield. Black Redstarts were
at Norton Green (16th-17th) and Tyttenhanger
GP (20th). Amwell GP had Sandwich Terns
(4th & 12th), an Osprey (8th), Little Gull (11th)
and three Arctic Terns (23rd-24th). Hilfield Park
Reservoir held four Little Gulls (11th) and a
Common Scoter (14th-21st). Three Hawfinches
were at Bramfield. Two Short-eared Owls
remained at Heartwood Forest. 
Robin Chittenden. For the latest bird news

please phone 09068 700 245. Calls to 09068

700 245 from a landline or mobile phone cost

65p per minute plus your telephone company

access charge. Service provided by Birdline East

Anglia. For enquiries please call 0330 333 6946

or 07941 333 970, www.birdlineeastanglia.co.uk

KENT
HIGHLIGHTS: An Oriental Turtle Dove was in
an Otford garden throughout. A Long-billed
Dowitcher was at Sandwich Bay (8th-12th). A
Pallid Harrier was at South Swale (11th). An
Iberian Chiffchaff sang at Reculver (20th), with
it, or another, at Northdown Park, Margate
(23rd-28th). A Cattle Egret was at Hareplain.
Great White Egrets were at Dungeness RSPB,
Elmley, Lade GP and Grove Ferry. The Richard’s
Pipit remained at Shell Ness/Swale NNR early
in the month. Black Kites were at Hythe (3rd),
Maidstone (15th), and Pegwell Bay plus
Sandwich (19th). A Rough-legged Buzzard flew
over Rodmersham (4th), with two at Temple
Ewell (29th). Serins were at Dungeness NNR
(5th), Abbot’s Cliff (17th), St Margaret’s at Cliffe
(17th & 19th) and Foreness Point (29th). Glossy

Ibis sightings came from Cliffe Pools (5th & 
13th), Oare Marshes (11th-22nd), and Higham 
Marshes. Cranes were over Hythe (7th), 
Sandwich Bay (8th) and Worth Marsh 
(8th-9th). White Storks flew over Dungeness 
(10th & 18th), and Dymchurch (26th). Purple 
Herons were at Reculver (11th & 14th), 
Stodmarsh (13th), Sandwich Bay (14th) and 
Dungeness NNR (28th). A Hoopoe was at 
Stodmarsh (18th). A Red-rumped Swallow was 
at Kingsdown (19th). A Black Brant was at 
Pegwell Bay in the second half of the month. A 
Honey Buzzard flew over Dungeness (23rd). A 
Wryneck was at Reculver (30th).

SURREY
HIGHLIGHTS: A Common Scoter was at 
Southwark Bridge Park (2nd-10th). A Black 
Stork was between Leith Hill and Ranmore 
Common (28th). Seven skuas (presumably 
Arctic) flew over Nutfield Ridge (30th). Black 
Redstarts were in Woldingham and Haslemere. 

LONDON WC: A Hoopoe flew past (9th), 
possibly the bird later at Chipstead Downs 
(14th). Other highlights included Arctic Tern, 
Brambling, Caspian Gull, Grasshopper Warbler, 
Grey Plover, Iceland Gull, Jack Snipe, Pintail, 
Water Pipit and Yellow Wagtail.

STAINES RESERVOIRS: A Grey Phalarope 
was at Staines (24th). Also noted were Avocet, 
Black-necked Grebe, Common Scoter, Iceland 
Gull, Little Gull, Pintail, Sandwich Tern, Scaup, 
Wheatear, Whimbrel and Yellow Wagtails 
(including a ‘Channel Wagtail’).

OTHER WATERWAYS: Tice’s Meadow, 
Farnham had a Grasshopper Warbler and two 
Sandwich Terns. Beddington had a Siberian 
Chiffchaff (7th), Iceland and Little Gulls, 
Whinchat and Wheatear. A Little Tern was at 
Holmethorpe SP (30th).

OTHER SITES: Richmond Park had an Osprey 
and two Ring Ouzels. Ring Ouzels were at 
Streatham Cemetery and Canon’s Farm, where 
a Goshawk was reported (12th). An Osprey was 
at Puttenham (12th & 22nd). Two Pied 
Flycatchers were at Chobham Common (12th). 
Staines Moor attracted a Grasshopper Warbler, 
Ring Ouzel, Whinchat and Short-eared Owl. 
There was a Grasshopper Warbler at South 
Norwood CP. The over-wintering Great Grey 
Shrike remained at Thursley Common (to 19th).
Peter Bryant

SUSSEX
EAST SUSSEX: A Black-winged Stilt was at 
Weir Wood Reservoir (12th). The Great Grey 
Shrike remained in Ashdown Forest (to 6th). 
Wrynecks were at Saltdean (4th) and Salehurst 
(13th). The Glossy Ibis remained at Pett Level 
throughout, with a Velvet Scoter offshore  
(27th). White Storks flew over Arlington 
Reservoir (14th) and Cooden (26th). Beachy 
Head had a Siberian Chiffchaff (15th). A Great 
White Egret was at Seaford (25th). Rye 
Harbour had a Stone-curlew (28th).

WEST SUSSEX: The American Wigeon 
remained at Pulborough Brooks (to 18th). A 
Great Grey Shrike was at Ambersham Common 
(9th). A Crane flew over Steyning (12th), with 
it, or another, at Pagham Harbour (14th). A 
Serin was at Selsey Bill (13th & 19th). Pagham 
Harbour had Cattle Egret and Short-eared Owl 
(13th). Siberian Chiffchaffs were at 
Coldwaltham STW (16th) and Arundel (27th). 
White Storks flew over West Wittering (17th) 
and Pulborough Brooks (27th). 
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MIDLANDS

Iberian Chiffchaffs
were a feature of this
spring’s rare bird scene, though
some proved to be not the real deal.
A male at Telford, Shropshire was a
consistent singer (sticking to Iberian
song as it should!) and showy
enough for many visiting
photographers to get some
excellent pictures.

Highlights In asso

DERBYSHIRE
HIGHLIGHTS: Carsington Water had three
Great Northern Divers, three Black-necked
Grebes (25th) and a Purple Sandpiper (12th). A
Black-necked Grebe was at Ogston Reservoir
(21st). The Shag remained at Linacre Reservoir.
A Spoonbill flew over Willington GP (30th),
with a Nightingale there (14th). Two Cranes
flew over Sawley (11th). An Avocet was at
Erewash Meadows (14th-16th). A Dotterel was
near Ashover (22nd-23rd). An Iceland Gull was
at Foremark Reservoir (7th-8th). Great Grey
Shrikes were at Horsleygate (to 18th) and
Carsington Water (6th).

ASTON-ON-TRENT GP: There were three
Little Egrets, a Garganey, two Peregrines, two
Oystercatchers, a Redshank, White Wagtail, six
Cetti’s Warblers and a Kingfisher.

CARR VALE: There was a Goosander, Red
Kite, Osprey, two Peregrines, Water Rail, three
Oystercatchers, two Little Ringed Plovers, two
Dunlin, Curlew, Whimbrel, Common Sandpiper,
two Little Gulls, Kittiwake, two Sandwich and
two Arctic Terns, Yellow Wagtail, two White
Wagtails, Wheatear, Whinchat, Grasshopper
Warbler and Pied Flycatcher.

CARSINGTON WATER: There was a
Red-crested Pochard, two Red-breasted
Mergansers, Red Kite, Marsh Harrier, two
Ospreys, 11 Oystercatchers, seven Curlews, five
Common Sandpipers, Little Ringed Plover, 12
Dunlin, Jack Snipe, three Black-tailed Godwits,
six Whimbrels, Greenshank, 19 Little Gulls, a
Yellow-legged Gull, three Sandwich Terns, 10
Arctic Terns, Yellow Wagtail, eight White
Wagtails, three Redstarts, three Wheatears, a
Wood Warbler, Pied Flycatcher and Brambling.

CHURCH WILNE RESERVOIR: There were
16 Little Gulls, three Sandwich Terns, two
Common Terns, five Arctic Terns, an
Oystercatcher and Common Sandpiper.

DRAKELOW: There were 179 Cormorants, a
Little Egret, Pinkfoot, Goosander, two
Peregrines, Hobby, two Oystercatchers, Snipe,
Common Sandpiper, Wheatear, Redstart, two
Cetti’s Warblers and six Lesser Redpolls.

EREWASH MEADOWS: There was a Little
Egret, Red Kite, two Hobbies, Peregrine, two
Little Ringed Plovers, Whimbrel, Common
Sandpiper, two Yellow Wagtails and Redstart.

LONG EATON GP: There was a White
Wagtail, seven Sandwich Terns, a Reed Warbler,
eight Common Scoters and an Arctic Tern.

MIDDLETON MOOR: There were 16
Whooper Swans, a Marsh Harrier, two Grey
Plovers and a Greenshank.

OGSTON RESERVOIR: There was a Little

Egret, Pinkfoot, six Mandarins, two Pintails,
Goosander, Red Kite, Osprey, Hen Harrier, Jack
Snipe, Greenshank, Little Gull, Sandwich Tern,
six Arctic Terns, Cuckoo, Tree Pipit, Yellow
Wagtail, seven White Wagtails, Redstart, 130
Fieldfares, Scandinavian Rock Pipit, 40 Siskins,
100 Linnets, Brambling and Corn Bunting.

WILLINGTON GP: There were five Pintails,
Garganey, Red Kite, two Marsh Harriers, two
Ospreys, Merlin, two Little Ringed Plovers,
three Dunlin, three Common Sandpipers,
Sanderling, Ruff, 11 Curlews, seven Whimbrels,
two Black-tailed Godwits, Kittiwake, two Little
Gulls, two Caspian Gulls, two Sandwich Terns,
two Arctic Terns, Cuckoo, Yellow Wagtail, White
Wagtail, Wheatear, 11 Cetti’s Warblers and
Grasshopper Warbler.

OTHER SITES: Ospreys were at Staunton
Harold Reservoir, Allestree Park, Wyver Lane
and Howden Reservoir. A Sandwich Tern was at
Foremark Reservoir. The Sanctuary held three
Ring Ouzels, a Redstart and Whinchat.
Rod Key

GLOUCESTERSHIRE
COTSWOLDS: A Hoopoe was at Poulton
(6th). Cotswold WP had two Ringed Plovers, a
Green Sandpiper, two Whimbrels, two
Grasshopper Warblers, five Nightingales and a
Whinchat. Cleeve Hill had 14 Ring Ouzels,
Short-eared Owl and Whinchat. Ospreys were
at Painswich Beacon and Nailsworth. A Merlin
was at Nailsworth (5th). A Short-eared Owl was
at Nosehill Quarry. Five Whinchats were at
Naunton and one at Bourton Downs. A
Grasshopper Warbler was near Bourton Pits. A
Spotted Flycatcher was at Sunhill.

FOREST OF DEAN: The Crabtree Hill/
Woorgreens area held Great Grey Shrike, five
Goosanders, three Common Sandpipers and a
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker. Symonds Yat
logged a Hen/Montagu’s Harrier (2nd), eight
Goosanders, Goshawk, Red Kite, and Wheatear.
Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers were at Speech
House, Nagshead and Yorkley. The first Pied
Flycatcher was at Nagshead (10th). Two
Hawfinches were at Mallards Pike.

LOWER SEVERN VALE: Saul Warth logged
two Garganeys, a Merlin, Avocet, three Grey
Plovers, two Ruff, 16 Bar-tailed Godwits, eight
Whimbrels, a Short-eared Owl, Pied Flycatcher,
Grasshopper Warbler and Lesser Spotted
Woodpecker. The Frampton Pools area had an
Osprey, Hobby, Marsh Harrier, two Little Gulls,
an Arctic Tern, Lesser Spotted Woodpecker,
Wood Warbler, Grasshopper Warbler,
Nightingale, Pied Flycatcher and two Garden
Warblers. Sharpness had two Sandwich Terns
and a Whinchat. Berkeley Shore had four
Sandwich Terns, three Whimbrels, a
Short-eared Owl and two Ring Ouzels. The
Guscar Rocks and Aylburton Warth area held
two Whooper Swans, a Merlin, 14 Golden
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Bowers Marsh. A Purple Heron was at Wat Tyler
CP. A Black Kite flew over TTNP.
Howard Vaughan

NORFOLK

HIGHLIGHTS: An Alpine Accentor was at
Scolt Head Island (13th). A Montagu’s Harrier
was at Winterton (14th) and two Glossy Ibises
flew south-west there (29th). The Red-necked
Grebe stayed at Ormesby Little Broad (to
16th), with the Slavonian Grebe at Martham
Broads (to 3rd). The Black-necked Grebe
remained at Tottenhill GP. The Penduline Tit
stayed at Strumpshaw Fen (to 10th). A Hoopoe
was at Burnham Thorpe (9th), with one at
Holme Dunes (12th). Richard’s Pipits were at
Sheringham (28th) and Holme (30th). Two
Shore Larks were at Burnham Overy Dunes
(20th). Wrynecks were at Cley (23rd-29th),
Heacham (30th) and Wells (30th). Wood
Warblers were at Holkham (27th) and Holme
Dunes (28th). A Pied Flycatcher was at Holme
Dunes (11th). A Northern Long-tailed Tit was at
Gorleston (5th). Two Lapland Buntings
remained at Blakeney Freshmarsh (to 15th).
Green-winged Teal were at Silt Fen Farm
Flashes (2nd) and Burnham Norton (19th). A
Temminck’s Stint was at Cley Marshes
(27th-30th). The Great Grey Shrike remained
at Grimes Graves (to 2nd). Hooded Crows were
at Sidestrand, Sheringham and Blakeney (7th),
Holme Dunes (9th), Hunstanton (10th) and
Cromer (16th).

BREYDON WATER: Highlights included a
Great White Egret and Glaucous Gull. Maxima
were 39 Little Egrets, five Great Crested
Grebes, 230 Shelducks, 991 Wigeon, 79
Gadwall, 439 Teal, 443 Shovelers, two
Garganeys, 185 Avocets, 66 Oystercatchers, 82
Ringed Plovers, 102 Lapwings, 912 Black-tailed
Godwits, 351 Curlews, 47 Whimbrels, five
Spotted Redshanks, 10 Greenshanks and 21
Med Gulls. Marsh Harriers and Peregrines were
regular. Two Cranes flew over. Two Little Terns,
15 Arctic Terns, two Little Gulls and 50
Sandwich Terns were seen, plus three Ring
Ouzels, White Wagtail, Rock Pipit, Short-eared
Owls on three dates and 16 Cetti’s Warblers.

NOA HOLME: Maxima were 1,800 Common
Scoters, a Red-breasted Merganser, Goldeneye,
Red-throated Diver, two Kittiwakes, 25
Sandwich Terns, a Common Tern, seven
Gannets, seven Fulmars, two Garganeys, two
Red Kites, a Peregrine, Osprey, Short-eared
Owl, three Barn Owls, two Snipe, two
Greenshanks, three Black-tailed Godwits, a
Ruff, Green Sandpiper, Common Sandpiper, 11
Golden Plovers, four Whimbrels, two Firecrests,
35 Chiffchaffs, two White Wagtails and ten
Pied Wagtails. There was a Brambling, nine
Redpolls, 20 Siskins, two Tree Sparrows, 10
Sand Martins, two House Martins, a Fieldfare,
Redwing, Yellowhammer, Pallas’s Warbler, Black
Redstart, Water Rail, White Stork, two Tree
Pipits, two Grasshopper Warblers, two

Redstarts, 15 Wheatears, four Ring Ouzels, a 
Cuckoo, 45 Swallows, 45 Yellow Wagtails, six 
Cranes, a Turtle Dove, Hen Harrier, Spoonbill, 
ten Blackcaps, seven Lesser Whitethroats, 16 
Sedge Warblers, two Whinchats, a Hobby, 
Garden Warbler, two Reed Warblers, eight 
Swifts and nine Whitethroats.

 
NOA REDWELL MARSH: Highlights included 
Barn Owl, Cetti’s Warbler, eight Teal, four 
Black-tailed Godwits, nine Avocets, a Whimbrel, 
Snipe, Redshank, nine Buzzards, Red Kite, eight 
Chiffchaffs, two Siskins, 25 Sand Martins, 20 
Swallows, 15 House Martins, a Tree Pipit, Sedge 
Warbler, four Yellow Wagtails and a Swift.

 
CLEY: Highlights included a Firecrest, a 
tundra-race Peregrine, found dead, Ring Ouzel, 
Black Redstart, Spoonbill, Great White Egret, 
Greenshank, Green Sandpiper, Ruff, three Med 
Gulls, a White Wagtail, two Short-eared Owls, 
Garganey, two Blue-headed Wagtails, six 
Cranes, Little Stint, Spotted Redshank, eight 
Whimbrels, Hobby and two Whinchats.
Pete Allard, Sophie Barker and Robin 
Chittenden. For the latest bird news please 
phone 09068 700 245. Calls to 09068 700 245 
from a landline or mobile phone cost 65p per 
minute plus your telephone company access 
charge. Service provided by Birdline East 
Anglia. For enquiries please call 0330 333 6946 
or 07941 333 970, www.birdlineeastanglia.co.uk

SUFFOLK
HIGHLIGHTS: A Subalpine Warbler species 
visited a Reydon Smere garden (12th). A 
Spotted Crake sang from the marshes nearby 
(from 23rd). A Savi’s Warbler was at Minsmere 
(from 12th), with an Iceland Gull there (to 
14th). A Yellow-browed Warbler was at Long 
Melford (24th). A Serin was at Tinkers Marsh 
(10th). A Red-rumped Swallow flew over North 
Warren (18th). A Purple Heron was at Hollesley 
(30th). A Lesser Yellowlegs was at Carlton 
Marshes (3rd). The Cattle Egret stayed at 
North Cove (to 3rd), with it, or another, at 
Boyton (7th & 22nd). Great Grey Shrikes were 
at Foxhole Heath (23rd) and Westleton Heath 
(25th). A Rough-legged Buzzard flew over 
Bawdsey (16th). A Pied Flycatcher was at 
Landguard (13th), where Black Redstarts 
peaked at eight. A Willow Tit was at Lakenheath 
Fen (to 3rd). The Red-necked Grebe stayed at 
Alton Water Reservoir (to 5th), with at least 
one of the two Great Northern Divers there (to 
24th). The Long-tailed Duck remained at 
Lackford Lake (to 28th) A Hooded Crow was at 
Benacre (3rd). A Swift was at Pakefield (6th). 
Robin Chittenden. For the latest bird news 
please phone 09068 700 245. Calls to 09068 
700 245 from a landline or mobile phone cost 
65p per minute plus your telephone company 
access charge. Service provided by Birdline East 
Anglia. For enquiries please call 0330 333 6946 
or 07941 333 970, www.birdlineeastanglia.co.uk
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Spotted Redshank,  
Cley, Norfolk, 23 April

Red-necked Grebe,  
Farmoor Reservoir,  
Oxfordshire, 5 April

St
ev

e 
G

an
tl

et
t



U K  B I R D  S I G H T I N G S  A P R I L

Plovers, 12 Bar-tailed Godwits, 24 Whimbrels, a
Turnstone, Green Sandpiper, a Greenshank,
Short-eared Owl, Whinchat and 48 White
Wagtails. A Sandwich Tern was at Westbury
Strand. A Grasshopper Warbler was at Beachley
Point. A Pied Flycatcher was in Slimbridge
village. A flock of 47 Whimbrels was at Epney. A
Whooper Swan was at Walmore Common.

UPPER SEVERN VALE: At Coombe Hill
Meadows, an un-ringed Crane was noted with
two Great Crane Project birds. Also there was a
Green-winged Teal, Garganey, Little Ringed
Plover, 17 Black-tailed Godwits, a Whimbrel,
Green Sandpiper, five Sandwich Terns and a
Blue-headed Wagtail. A Little Ringed Plover
was at Ashleworth Ham. A Jack Snipe and
Green Sandpiper were at Port Ham. A
Black-tailed Godwit was a first for Horsbere
Brook flood storage area. A Blue-headed
Wagtail was near Longford. Two Nightingales
were at Quedgeley.

WWT SLIMBRIDGE: There was a Glossy Ibis
(29th-30th), White Stork (8th), Osprey (7th),
two Garganeys (from 16th), a Goldeneye
(10th-11th), five Greenland White-fronted
Geese (to 1st), a Marsh Tit (20th), Goshawks
(14th and 21st) and 24 Cranes.
Andy Jayne (01452 506 502), Martin McGill &
The Gloster Birder (theglosterbirder.co.uk)

LEICESTERSHIRE
HIGHLIGHTS: White Storks were at
Countesthorpe, over Peatling Magna (11th),
and over Quorn (17th). A Crane circled Barrow
upon Soar (13th). The Baltic Gull put in another
appearance at Shawell A5 Lagoons (2nd). An
unusual spring passage of Redstarts involved 11
at nine sites. A Great Grey Shrike was on
Warren Hills (7th-12th),

CHARNWOOD: Swithland Reservoir’s Scaup
left (3rd). Two Whimbrels and a Marsh Harrier
flew over (24th) and there was an Avocet
(13th). Two Common Scoters were on Groby
Pool (12th). There was a Little Gull at Cropston
Reservoir (11th). A Stonechat was in Bradgate
Park (3rd). Warren Hills had a Ring Ouzel (5th)
and Whinchat (24th).

EYEBROOK RESERVOIR: There was a
Short-eared Owl most of the month, 30 Little
Gulls (11th), Med Gull (14th), nine Arctic Terns,
three Sandwich Terns (26th), three Whimbrels
(19th) and a Black-tailed Godwit (29th-30th).

NW LEICS: Albion Landfill Site had Iceland
Gull (7th) and 28 Ravens. Lockington produced
two Ring Ouzels (3rd & 23rd) and three Green
Sandpipers (3rd). Two Bar-tailed Godwits flew
over Thornton Reservoir (21st). Whinchats were
there (12th) and at Longmoor Lake (28th).

SOAR VALLEY: An Avocet was at Wanlip
Meadows (2rd-9th). A Greenshank was there
(21st) then at Birstall Meadows (22nd-23rd).
Also at Birstall was a Wood Warbler
(25th-27th). Cossington Meadows had a
Short-eared Owl (5th-19th).

OTHER SITES: Shawell A5 Lagoons had an
Iceland Gull (9th). Two Ring Ouzels were at
Burbage Common (8th-29th), with others at
Aylestone Meadows (13th) and Burrough Hill
(17th). Two Sandwich Terns flew over Fosse
Park and Stanford Reservoir (12th).
Steve Lister (01509 829 495, www.lros.org.uk )

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
HIGHLIGHTS: A Slavonian Grebe was at

Daventry CP (2nd). Pitsford Reservoir logged a 
Black-necked Grebe (3rd), Goshawk (9th & 
18th) and a Wood Warbler (15th). A ‘Siberian’ 
Chiffchaff was at Long Buckby (9th). Three
Cranes flew over Earls Barton GP (17th). A
White Stork was over Northampton (23rd),
when a Hen Harrier was at Lyveden. Great
White Egrets were at Pitsford and Earls Barton
where a county record flock of 325 Black-tailed
Godwits roosted (27th).

BODDINGTON RESERVOIR: An Osprey, five
Arctic Terns, and a Redstart were noted.

CLIFFORD HILL GP: There was Avocet, three
Whimbrels, 15 Dunlin, Little Ringed Plovers,
Green Sandpipers, Common Scoter, Osprey,
Hobby, 12 Yellow Wagtails, two White Wagtails,
six Wheatears, 12 Little Gulls, five Arctic Terns,
Sandwich Tern and Yellow-legged Gull.

DAVENTRY CP: There were 10 Arctic Terns, a 
Little Gull, Whimbrel, two Garganeys, three 
Common Sandpipers and a Redstart.

EARLS BARTON GP: Highlights included a 
Spotted Redshank, Avocet, Wood Sandpiper, 
three Whimbrels, three Greenshanks, Curlew, 
Ruff, Bar-tailed Godwit, Black-tailed Godwits, 
12 Dunlin, Osprey, Marsh Harrier, two Hobbies, 
Peregrine, Scaup, Garganey, Black Tern, three 
Sandwich Terns, Arctic Terns, 13 Little Gulls, two 
Med Gulls, Grasshopper Warblers, Whitethroat, 
Redstart, Wheatear and two Whinchats.

HARRINGTON AIRFIELD: There were two 
Ring Ouzels, three Redstarts, Tree Pipit and six 
Wheatears including two Greenland-race birds. 

HOLLOWELL RESERVOIR: Black Tern, Arctic 
Tern, Tree Pipit, Common Sandpiper, White 
Wagtail and 10 Yellow Wagtails were noted.

PITSFORD RESERVOIR: Ospreys, 
Whimbrels, six Little Gulls, Arctic Terns, two 
Black Terns, Yellow-legged Gull, Tree Pipit, 
White and 20 Yellow Wagtails were seen.

STANFORD RESERVOIR: There were 450 
Golden Plovers, Greenshank, Whimbrel, 
Osprey, Peregrine, two Sandwich Terns, 
Wheatear and three Grasshopper Warblers. 

STANWICK GP: There were 22 Little Gulls, 
two Med Gulls, Kittiwake, Yellow-legged Gull, 
14 Arctic Terns, Sandwich Tern, Avocet, three 
Whimbrels, Bar-tailed Godwit, Black-tailed 
Godwit, Dunlin, Little Ringed Plovers and 
Ringed Plovers, Redstart and White Wagtail. 

THRAPSTON GP: Marsh Harrier, Whimbrel, 
three Arctic Terns, Reed Warbler, Nightingale, 
Whinchat and two White Wagtails were seen.

OTHER: Borough Hill had two Ring Ouzels and 
12 Wheatears. A Ring Ouzel, Whinchat and four 
Wheatears were at Blueberry Farm, Maidwell. A 
Black Redstart visited a Byfield garden. A Ring 
Ouzel was near Blisworth. Redstarts were at 
Byfield, Brackley and Old, with two at Fawsley 
Park. Three Little Gulls were at Sywell CP. 
Marsh Harriers were at Wollaston, Hanging 
Houghton and over East Hunsbury. An Osprey 
was at Ravensthorpe Reservoir. Whinchats were 
at Hellidon and Long Buckby. A Garganey was 
in the Brampton Valley. 
Bob Bullock (01604 627 262)

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE
HIGHLIGHTS: A Glossy Ibis was at Idle 
Washlands (2nd-5th). The Girton Great 

Northern Diver remained (to 6th). A drake
Ring-necked Duck was at Kilvington. Several
Cranes were noted overhead. A Spoonbill was
at Attenborough briefly (12th). 

ATTENBOROUGH NR: Several small flocks of
Sandwich Terns were noted (2nd). Little Gulls
were noted throughout including eight (11th).
Good wader passage saw Curlew, Whimbrel,
Black-tailed Godwit and Greenshank. Redstarts
were seen on two occasions, A Grasshopper
Warbler was noted (28th). Wheatears were
noted (to 1st). Two Bramblings were seen
(14th), then eight the next day.

BARTON-IN-FABIS: The small roadside flash
attracted Blue-headed Wagtail., plus a good
passage of Yellow Wagtails, and a ‘Channel’
Wagtail. Waders included Dunlin, Ringed and
Little Ringed Plover, Common Sandpiper and
Redshank. Wheatears were frequent, plus
Whinchat, Corn Bunting and Short-eared Owl.

KILVINGTON: A good wader passage included
up to three Greenshanks, a couple of Whimbrel,
and a Jack Snipe. Good numbers of White and
Yellow Wagtails passed through. A Little Gull
was present (11th) and two Goldeneye were
seen (29th). A Short-eared Owl was also noted.

HOLME PIERREPONT: Good wader passage
was noted, with Avocet (8th), then two (17th).
Seven Common Scoters were seen (12th), and a
Goldeneye (17th). A Grasshopper Warbler
reeled (13th), and a Redstart was noted (16th).
A Marsh Harrier was seen.

HOVERINGHAM: Three Red Kites moved
through (1st). A dark-bellied Brent Goose stuck
around, 22 Whooper Swans were overhead
(8th), a Sandwich Tern was seen, and 22 Little
Gulls noted. Waders included up to nine Dunlin,
several Ruff, and three Avocets. Several
Ospreys were noted, and Hobbys returned
(27th). Wheatears passed through, plus Yellow
Wagtails, including a ‘Channel’ (20th). The first
Cetti’s Warbler for the site was also noted.

LANGFORD LOWFIELDS RSPB: Red Kites
were noted on several occasions, plus Osprey
(29th). A Scaup was present (21st). Two
Sandwich Terns made an appearance (3rd).
Waders included three Black-tailed Godwits, a
Curlew and Ringed Plovers. A Redstart stayed
for two days. A Grasshopper Warbler reeled.

LOUND: A Scaup was present (2nd), and two
later on. A Whooper Swan stayed (13th-19th).
Two Sandwich Terns were seen (12th). Waders
included Common and Green Sandpipers,
Ringed Plover and Curlew. A Whimbrel stayed
three days. Marsh Harrier and Merlin were seen.
The first Cuckoo was heard (17th).
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Iberian Chiffchaff, 
Telford, Shropshire, 
12 April

OTHER: Forty-six Whooper Swans passed 
over Norwell (1st). The Eakring Gaganey 
remained. Two Pintail were seen at Annesley 
Pit Top. A Brent Goose flew through Lenton. 
Red Kites were noted throughout. Short-eared 
Owls were at Fiskerton, and three at Scrooby. A 
Hen Harrier was at Idle Washlands, and two 
Marsh Harriers were in West Bridgford, with 
another at Kirkby-in-Ashfield. An Osprey flew 
over Bilborough. Little Gulls were noted from 
Annesley, Collingham, Girton and Besthorpe. 
Collingham recorded Whimbrel and up to five 
Curlew. Four Black-tailed Godwits were at 
Beckingham Marsh RSPB. Passage birds 
included several Grasshopper Warblers, at 
Warsop, Netherfield, Collingham and Skegby. 
Two Ring Ouzels stayed several days at 
Branshill, Clifton, with others at Costock, 
Langold, Budby and Teversal. Up to 11 
Wheatears were at Netherfield, and others at 
Calverton, Bentinck Pit, Skegby and 
Papplewick. Several Tree Pipits were noted, and 
a number of Redstarts. Yellow Wagtails were 
seen in good numbers, including 40 at 
Collingham. A Whinchat was at Budby. Eight 
Crossbills were at Budby.
Tom Shields

OXFORDSHIRE
OTMOOR RSPB: A summer-plumaged 
Black-Necked Grebe (8th) took top billing. The 
same day saw a pair of Garganey and the first 
sighting of a Bittern seen regularly thereafter. 
Wader numbers improved with two Avocets 
(9th), and a Bar-Tailed Godwit (21st) the best, 
plus single Greenshank and regular Black-tailed 
Godwits, Common and Green Sandpipers and 
Ruff. There were three Redstarts (10th), seven 
Wheatears (17th), and 15 Yellow Wagtails 
(16th). Raptors included Merlin (21st), seen 
chasing a Hobby, two Short-Eared Owls and up 
to four Marsh Harriers. Also seen were four 
Pintail (15th), up to five Cetti’s Warblers and 
regular Stonechat, Raven, and Water Rail.
Fergus Mosey

RUTLAND
HIGHLIGHTS: Rutland Water had two Cranes 
(8th), the Long-billed Dowitcher (to 6th), a 
Red-necked Grebe (to 12th), two Little Terns 
(29th) and a Short-eared Owl (12th-24th). A 
Wood Warbler was on Lyndon Reserve (25th).

RUTLAND WATER: A Whooper Swan was 
present (18th). A Garganey remained 
throughout. Four Scaup were present (to 18th), 
with a Common Scoter (12th) and 
Red-breasted Merganser (7th). Two Great 
Northern Divers were present throughout with 
a Slavonian Grebe (1st). A Marsh Harrier was 
noted (2nd) with a Peregrine (1st). Waders 
included an Avocet, Grey Plovers (11th-12th & 
29th), a Jack Snipe (4th) and Turnstone (29th). 



N. IRELAND

COMPILED BY GORDON HAMLETT 

HIGHLIGHTS: A Belted Kingfisher was at
Mountsandel (22nd). A Spotted Redshank was
on the Bann Estuary (29th). Two Glossy Ibises
were at Carryduff, Belfast (28th). Glaucous
Gulls were near Spa (15th) and at Portballintrae
(28th). Six Iceland Gulls were reported from
various locations. Med Gulls included seven
together at the RSPB’s Belfast Harbour reserve.
A Little Gull was at Quoile Pondage (26th). An
Osprey was at Lough Corbet (12th). A Marsh
Harrier was at Carrickfergus (28th). An
untagged Golden Eagle was at Cappanagh
Forest (21st). White-tailed Eagles were at
Lough Beg (6th) and on Rathlin Island (20th).
Three Garganey were at Lough Beg (17th). A
Black Redstart was at Magherafelt (26th).
Thirty Twite were at Ballintoy (11th).
Any sightings or photos can be sent to nibirds@
live.co.uk

WALES

There were some
great rare birds in
Wales during April, with a
Broad-billed Sandpiper at Newport
Wetlands, Gwent on 22nd to 223rd
and a male Eastern Subalpine
Warbler on Skokholm,
Pembrokeshire, probably
representing the pick of the
rare bunch.

Highlights In associationwith

Arctic Terns peaked at 50 (23rd). A Med Gull
was seen (14th). A Grasshopper Warbler reeled
(24th). Redstarts passed through (13th & 18th).
Seven White Wagtails were at the dam (19th).

OTHER SITES: Two Whooper Swans flew over
Fort Henry (24th). The first Cuckoo was at
Ayston (14th). Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers
were at an undisclosed site. Breeding Ravens
were at five sites. Willow Tits were near Wardley
Wood and Leighfield. A Grasshopper Warbler
was near Priors Coppice (24th). A Nightingale
was at just one site. There was a Black Redstart
at Normanton (13th). A Whinchat was at
Stretton (23rd), a Tree Pipit over Leighfield
(5th), and a Corn Bunting in Exton Park (22nd).
Terry Mitcham

SHROPSHIRE
HIGHLIGHTS: The county’s first Iberian
Chiffchaff was at Granville CP (from 10th).

SOUTH SHROPS HILLS: Ring Ouzels were
on Titterstone Clee (2nd & 6th) with four
(22nd) and five (23rd). A Short-eared Owl and
Red Grouse were on Stiperstones (4th). Two
Ring Ouzels were in Callow Hollow (9th) with
three in Minton Batch (22nd). 

WHIXALL MOSS: The Water Pipit remained
(to 8th), with a Spoonbill (5th-12th), ‘Channel’
Wagtail (from 7th), 10 Ringed Plovers and five
Dunlin (12th), a Ruff (26th), White Wagtail, two
Green Sandpipers, a Marsh Harrier and two
Short-eared Owls (8th & 16th). 

OTHER SITES: Five Black-tailed Godwits were
at Wood Lane (12th). A Barnacle Goose was
with Greylags near Shifnal (1st). Five Mandarins
were on the River Severn at Leighton (27th)
with one at The Mere (10th). Two Common
Scoters were at The Mere (14th). An Arctic Tern
was at Chelmarsh (15th), with two at The Mere
(11th). A Cetti’s Warbler was at Priorslee Lake
(24th-29th). An Osprey flew over Monkhopton
(6th). Little Ringed Plovers were at Venus Pool
(from 3rd) with a Black-tailed Godwit there
(12th) and three Little Gulls (11th).
Richard Moores and Martyn Owen

STAFFORDSHIRE
HIGHLIGHTS: A Black-headed Wagtail was at
Ecton (3rd). A White Stork flew over Rugeley
(17th). A Hoopoe was at Branston (30th).

OTHER SITES: Osprey sightings came from
Belvide Reservoir (2nd-3rd, 18th & 23rd),
Blithfield Reservoir (2nd), Gailey Reservoirs
(2nd), Aqualate Park (2nd), Stone (16th),
Uttoxeter (18th), and Madeley (30th). Little
Gulls were at Westport Lake and Chasewater
(2nd), Belvide Reservoir (11th & 13th), Blithfield
Reservoir (17 on 11th) and Aqualate Park (four,
11th). A Short-eared Owl was at Berry Hill Fields
(2nd-7th), with 15 Wheatears (7th). Ring
Ouzels were at Berry Hill Fields (three, 4th-5th,
13th & 18th), Pendeford Mill (12th-17th), Talke
(13th-16th), and Silverdale Community CP
(15th). ‘Channel’ Wagtails were at Blithfield
Reservoir (4th-6th) and Uttoxeter (30th). A
Bearded Tit was at Chasewater (5th). A
Blue-headed Wagtail was with four Yellow and
13 White Wagtails at Whitemoor Haye (8th). A
Black-necked Grebe was at Branston GP
(10th-16th). A Black-throated Diver was at
Blithfield (10th). A Black Redstart was at
Pendeford Mill (18th). Three Whimbrels flew
over Blithfield Reservoir (18th). A Hen Harrier
was at Belvide Reservoir (19th). Wood Warblers
sang at Ford Green (24th-30th) and Highgate
Common (28th-30th).  

WARWICKSHIRE
HIGHLIGHTS: Three Bean Geese were at
Draycote and Grandborough (17th). A Great
White Egret was at Alvecote Pools (9th). Great
Grey Shrikes were at Brailes Hill (18th) and
Edge Hill (23rd-26th).

ALVECOTE POOLS: There were two Pinkfeet,
an Osprey, Marsh Harrier, two Hobbies, Jack
Snipe, Whimbrel, Arctic and Common Terns,
Redstart, Whinchat and Brambling.

BRANDON MARSH: There were three Pintail,
Osprey, Hen Harrier, Bittern, two Little Ringed
Plovers, Black-tailed Godwit, four Dunlin, four
Green Sandpipers, six Little Gulls, Med Gull,
Wood Warbler, Redstart and Whinchat.

CHARLECOTE: A Red Kite, Common
Sandpiper, Green Sandpiper and two Ring
Ouzels were noted.

DRAYCOTE WATER: There was a Scaup, two
Common Scoters, 14 Goldeneyes, Osprey,
Great Northern Diver, Slavonian Grebe, Little
Ringed and Ringed Plovers, five Whimbrels,
Curlew, five Dunlin, Greenshank, two Med
Gulls, 28 Little Gulls, two Yellow-legged Gulls,
two Iceland Gulls, 39 Arctic Terns, Wood
Warbler, Whinchat, 34 Yellow and seven White
Wagtails and 20 Tree Sparrows.

EARLSWOOD LAKES: Highlights were
Osprey, Peregrine, three Dunlin, Little Gull,
Yellow-legged Gull, two Sandwich Terns, 21
Arctic Terns, Wood Warbler, Pied Flycatcher,
Redstart, two Yellow Wagtails and a Brambling.

MORTON BAGOT: There was Red Kite,
Peregrine, two Little Ringed Plovers, three
Curlew, two Redstarts, two Whinchats, Yellow
Wagtails and four Water Pipits.

SALFORD PRIORS GP: There was a Brent
Goose, two Red Kites, two Peregrines, a Marsh
Harrier, Hobby, Merlin, Water Rail, 
Black-necked Grebe, two Avocets, a Ringed and
six Little Ringed Plovers, 25 Golden Plovers, a
Jack Snipe, Curlew, Whimbrel, four Green
Sandpipers, two Whinchats, Ring Ouzel, White
Wagtails and Yellow Wagtails. Abbots Salford
Pool had Red Kite, Redstart and White Wagtail.

SOUTH-EAST: Priors Hardwick logged a
county record 58 Ravens, Peregrine, Curlew,
two Whimbrel, Jack Snipe, Redstart, Whinchat
and Ring Ouzel. Fenny Compton had Hobby,
Woodcock, Whimbrel and Ring Ouzel.
Wormleighton Reservoir attracted Peregrine,
Little Ringed Plover, Lesser Spotted 
Woodpecker, Redstart and Firecrest. The
Short-eared Owl remained at Knightcote.

TAME VALLEY: Ladywalk had three Little
Egrets, Osprey, Red Kite, one Ringed and three
Little Ringed Plovers, two Dunlin, Whimbrel,
Green Sandpiper, Wood Warbler, Pied
Flycatcher, Spotted Flycatcher, two Redstarts
and a White Wagtail. Shustoke Reservoir held a
Common Scoter, Black-necked Grebe, Osprey,
Ringed and Little Ringed Plovers, six Little
Gulls, two Kittiwakes, four Arctic Terns, Redstart
and Brambling. The Kingsbury/Middleton area
logged two Garganeys, 13 Little Egrets, Osprey,
Arctic Tern, Pied Flycatcher, Redstart, nine
Yellow Wagtails and Brambling. A Little Gull
was at Coton. Wishaw had Osprey and Merlin.

WARWICK RACECOURSE: Sightings
included Little Ringed Plover, Greenshank,

Green Sandpiper, two Ring Ouzels, a Redstart 
and a Yellow Wagtail.

OTHER SITES: Hobbies were at Crimscote 
and Pillerton Priors. Several Redstarts were at 
Napton Hill and Reservoir. Ring Ouzels were at 
Mancetter Quarry and Hurley. Wood Warblers 
were at Hartshill and Ryton Wood.
Neil Duggan (07850 759 334)

WEST MIDLANDS
BARTLEY RESERVOIR: There were 29 Little 
Gulls, two Greenshanks, Common Sandpipers, 
Little Ringed Plovers and Dunlin. 

LUTLEY: A Marsh Harrier flew over. A Little 
Gull was seen, plus Redstarts and Wheatears.

MARSH LANE: There were four Med Gulls, 
three Little Egrets, Black-tailed Godwit, Ruff, 
Curlew, Green Sandpipers, Ringed Plovers, 
Osprey, Red Kite, Garganey, Shelducks, 
Goosander, Cuckoo and Redstart.

SANDWELL VALLEY: A drake Common 
Scoter lingered. An Osprey and Marsh Harrier 
flew over. Two Ring Ouzels and two Redstarts 
were logged. A Black Redstart was near the 
RSPB marsh. A Whimbrel paused briefly.

SUTTON PARK: There was a Ring Ouzel in 
Longmoor Valley. Whinchat and Stonechat 
were also present.

OTHER SITES: A Black Redstart was at 
Netherton Hill. A group of Avocets flew over 
Halesowen. Little Gulls were at Stubbers Green 
and Ryders Mere. Five Whimbrels flew over 
Stourbridge where Ring Ouzels were noted.
Pete Hackett (0121 358 2454)

WORCESTERSHIRE
AVON VALLEY: A Whinchat was at 
Birlingham. A Hen Harrier, 16 Ring Ouzels and 
two Short-eared Owls were on Bredon Hill. Ten 
Bramblings were at Evesham. A Black-tailed 
Godwit was at John Bennett Wetland. An 
Iceland Gull and Whinchat were at Wick.

CENTRAL: A Hobby and Grasshopper Warbler
were at Coney Meadow. An Osprey, Hobby,
Goldeneye, two Pintails, a Ruff, Whimbrel,
Black-tailed Godwit and Whinchat were at
Grimley. A Black-tailed Godwit and Whinchat
were at Holt. A White Stork flew over Holt
Heath. An Osprey was at Porter’s Mill. A
Short-eared Owl, two Whimbrels and two
Whinchats were at Stoulton. A Whinchat was at
Tapenhall. Three Little Gulls, a Hobby and a
Wood Warbler were at Westwood Pool.

LOWER SEVERN VALLEY: A Kittiwake and
five Black-tailed Godwits were at Clifton. A
Siberian Chiffchaff remained at Kempsey. An
Osprey, two Garganeys and a Pintail were at
Longdon Marsh. A Garganey, Whooper Swan,
24 Little Gulls, two Arctic Terns, a Bar-tailed
Godwit, five Black-tailed Godwits and nine
Whimbrels were at Ripple. 

MALVERN HILLS: Seven Ring Ouzels were on
North Hill, with two on Worcestershire Beacon.

NORTH: Two Ospreys, 13 Sandwich Terns, two
Arctic Terns, 20 Little Gulls and a Black
Redstart were at Bittell Reservoirs. A Marsh
Harrier flew over Bromsgrove. A Black Redstart
was at Hagley. A Hoopoe was at Romsley. An
Osprey, Black Redstart and seven Ring Ouzels
were at Walton Hill. Two Marsh Harriers, a Little
Gull and two Ring Ouzels were at Wassell

Grove. Ospreys flew over Blackstone, 
Kidderminster and Stourport-on-Severn. 
Whinchats were at Lickhill and Norchard.

UPTON WARREN: Highlights included three 
Marsh Harriers, an Osprey, nine Sandwich 
Terns, Kittiwake, Little Gull, three Med Gulls, 
three Whimbrels, five Black-tailed Godwits and 
a Grasshopper Warbler.

WEST: Ten Bramblings were at Tenbury Wells.
Brian Stretch (www.worcesterbirding.co.uk)

ANGLESEY
HOLYHEAD: South Stack logged Willow 
Warbler (3rd), Puffin (4th), Glaucous Gull (5th), 
Sandwich Tern (7th), 36 Wheatears (15th), 10 
Ring Ouzels and a Whitethroat (20th), a 
Cuckoo (22nd), Firecrests (23rd & 30th) and 
four Whimbrels (26th). Seawatching there 
brought six Great Skuas, three Arctic Skuas, 20 
Red-throated Divers, a Great Northern Diver, 
Black Guillemot and 7,800 Manx Shearwaters. 
Valley Wetlands held Bittern, Marsh Harrier, 
Cetti’s Warbler and Whimbrel (14th), and Lesser 
Whitethroat (23rd). The Iceland Gull remained 
at Porth Dafarch (to 4th). The Alaw Estuary 
had 274 Brent Geese, four Whooper Swans, 
Whimbrel, Greenshank, Green Sandpiper and 
Hooded Crow. A Slavonian Grebe was on the 
Inland Sea (10th).

OTHER SITES: Cemlyn held 14 Purple 
Sandpipers, 20 Whimbrels, a Common 
Sandpiper, Golden Plover, White and Yellow 
Wagtails, a Med Gull, Hooded Crow and Barn 
Owl. Malltraeth Marsh had two Little Ringed 
Plovers, 11 Black-tailed Godwits, a Goosander 
and Marsh Harrier. A Cuckoo was at Rhosneigr 
(18th). Two Red Kites were at Carmel Head.
Ken Croft

BRECONSHIRE
HIGHLIGHTS: Llangorse Lake attracted a 
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CLWYD
HIGHLIGHTS: The Great Grey Shrike
remained at Clocaenog (to 17th). An
exceptional 110 Pied Wagtails were on Gronant
beach (21st). Also noted were two Tree Pipits,
30 Sandwich Terns, a Yellow Wagtail and two
Grasshopper Warblers. Connah’s Quay logged
seven Whimbrels (19th), two Common
Sandpipers, eight Wheatears, a Hen Harrier
(10th), three Twite, a Spotted Redshank (2nd &
15th), an Avocet and Redstart (15th), and a
Whinchat (29th). Shotton NR logged two pairs
of Med Gulls, five Cetti’s Warblers, a Little Gull
(10th-13th), two Reed Warblers, a Sedge
Warbler, Garden Warbler and Common
Sandpiper. Garden City had a Black Redstart
(7th). World’s End had four Ring Ouzels (8th),
plus one (26th), with two at Flint Castle (12th).
The River Clwyd, Rhyl had two Short-eared
Owls and a Redstart (9th). An Osprey flew over
Mold (29th).

INLAND: Minera Mountain (5th) had several
Wheatears, Sky Larks, Meadow Pipits and a
good variety of raptors. World’s End had Black
Grouse plus a Stonechat (11th), Mistle Thrush
and Willow Warbler (16th), Tree Pipit (21st) and
Whinchat (30th). Horseshoe Pass had several
Wheatears, a Stonechat, Jay and Meadow
Pipits. A Dipper was at Rossett Weir (14th).
Gresford Flash had 40 Sand Martins and two
Swallows (1st), a Willow Warbler (9th) and
Common Sandpiper (29th). Hawarden Castle
had a Redstart (19th). Denbigh Mountain held
35 displaying Ravens, three Buzzards and a
Sparrowhawk (20th). Afonwen held two pairs of
Little Grebes. Honkley had four Wheatears, two
Stock Doves and a Whitethroat (24th).
Norman Hallas, Rev Hugh Linn and Richard
Smith

EAST GLAMORGAN
HIGHLIGHTS: A Kentish Plover was at Sker
Point (18th). A Bonaparte’s Gull was at Cardiff
Bay, where the Lesser Scaup remained. A
Blue-headed Wagtail was at Kenfig Pool. An
Iceland Gull toured Marl Playing Fields, Cardiff
Bay and Llanishen Reservoir. A Whooper Swan
was a first for Parc Slip. An Osprey commuted
between Ogmore Estuary and Kenfig.

OTHER SITES: A Bittern and Little Egret were
at Cosmeston. A Shag was at Ogmore-by-Sea.
A Hobby was at Parc Slip. Waders included
Spotted Redshank at Llanilid, Green Sandpiper
at Parc Slip, Little Ringed Plover at Kenfig and
60 Whimbrel at Sker. Cardiff Bay had Little
Gull, Arctic Tern and Common Tern. A Little
Tern was at Kenfig Pool. Ring Ouzels passed
Dunraven and Mynydd Eglwysilan. Pied
Flycatchers were at Dunraven and Lamby Way.
Paul Roberts

GOWER AND 
WEST GLAMORGAN

HIGHLIGHTS: A Hawfinch in a Pitton garden
(13th) was the first Gower record for 10 years. A
Marsh Harrier was at Oxwich (17th), with a
Brambling (8th).  

OTHER SITES: Salt House Point held 14 Grey
Plovers, 11 Whimbrels, three Brent Geese and a
Razorbill. Broughton Bay (24th) had six
Whitethroats, a Lesser Whitethroat, two
Whimbrels, a Sedge Warbler and Red Kite.
Whiteford (20th) had five Sandwich Terns, 22
Whimbrels, five Manx Shearwaters, 18 Eiders,
910 Oystercatchers, 533 Herring Gulls,
Grasshopper and Sedge Warblers, and a Water
Rail. Seven Sandwich Terns were at Overton.
Two Great Northern Divers were off Worms

Head (3rd). Fifty Brent Geese were in Swansea
Bay (30th) and 100 Kittiwakes were at
Mumbles. A Black Redstart, six Sanderling, six
Ringed Plovers and 22 Linnets were at Crumlyn
Burrows (5th). Baglan Bay (20th) had a
Common Sandpiper, Whimbrel and five
Wheatears. A Swift was over Britton Ferry
(29th). A Ring Ouzel was on Foel Fynyddau
(3rd). The Great Grey Shrike remained on
Mynydd Penhydd into the third week and a
Cuckoo called there (22nd). Two Mandarins
were on the Neath Canal at Llantwit (10th).
Some 700 Sand Martins and a Great Northern
Diver were at Eglwys Nunydd Reservoir (11th).
Three Lesser Whitethroats were on Margam
Moors. Sixteen Crossbills were at Morfa. Tree
Pipits were recorded (from 17th) at Cwm Philip,
Cwm Dulais and Bryn. Two Grasshopper
Warblers were at Pant-y-Sais Fen (24th).
Terry Tovey and Gwyn Randall

GWENT
HIGHLIGHTS: A Broad-billed Sandpiper was
at Newport Wetlands (22nd-23rd), with a
Glossy Ibis there for most of the month and a
Bittern (1st-9th). Ospreys were at Llandegfedd
Reservoir (3rd) and Llanwenarth (28th).

NEWPORT WETLANDS RESERVE: Two
Marsh Harriers were seen. A Merlin and
Egyptian Goose were present (2nd), with two
Grasshopper Warblers (15th), a Short-eared
Owl (15th) and Garganey (21st).

OTHER SITES: Hen Harriers were at the
Blorenge (8th), Brynithel (15th) and Clydach
Gorge (20th). Ring Ouzels were recorded at
Trefil (four on 17th) and near 
Brynmawr (24th). Short-eared Owls were at
Sudbrook (12th) and Peterstone (13th). A
Grasshopper Warbler was at Wentwood (17th),
an Arctic Skua at Peterstone Gout (23rd), a
Hobby at Trevethin (23rd) and a Firecrest at
Collister Pill (24th).
Chris Hatch

GWYNEDD
BARDSEY ISLAND: There was a single adult
summer Med Gull (1st), eight Purple
Sandpipers (2nd), a Twite, 72 Chiffchaffs, 35
Blackcaps, 207 Goldfinches, 117 Linnets and
seven Lesser Redpolls (3rd), 111 Willow
Warblers, 166 Oystercatchers and three Puffins
(4th), the first Glaucous Gull (5th), and 95
Guillemots, 100 Razorbills, 104 Kittiwakes, 18
Fulmars and a Little Owl (6th). A Black
Guillemot, plus 20-plus Buzzards showed (8th),
there were 20-plus Manx Shearwaters (9th), 11
Wheatears and 15 Swallows (10th), two
Redstarts, Ring Ouzel, 91 Chiffchaffs, 62 Willow
Warblers and 22 Goldcrests (12th), and the first
Tree Pipit and five Whimbrels (13th). There was
a Wryneck (14th), when an adult pale phase
Pomarine Skua and an adult Marsh Harrier flew
through. There were 121 Wheatears, seven Ring
Ouzels, 88 Blackcaps, 151 Willow Warblers,
three Tree Pipits and one Short-eared Owl
(20th), a single ‘flava’ Yellow Wagtail, three
Ring Ouzels, 22 Whimbrels, the first Lesser
Whitethroats, a Bar-tailed Godwit and a female
Crossbill (21st), and two Whitethroats, a
Siberian Chiffchaff, 22 Common Scoters and a
rare Treecreeper (22nd). A large falcon flushed
(24th) was a possible Gyr. There were 137 Manx
Shearwaters, and a Snipe (25th), 22 Purple
Sandpipers (27th), nine Red-throated Divers,
two Sandwich Terns, 110 Guillemots and 91
Razorbills (28th), and 13 Fulmars and 29
Wheatears (29th).

OTHER SITES: A White Stork was at Afonwen,

near Pwllheli (20th), and 12 Whimbrels were 
there (22nd). At Caernarfon (22nd), there was a 
White Stork – local birders decided that it was 
the same one seen in Afonwen. Morfa Nefyn 
had 20-plus White Wagtails in a ploughed field 
(15th), four Yellowhammers (20th) and 23 
Wheatears (20th). At Pwllheli (1st), 16 
Red-breated Mergansers were in the harbour, 
and there were 30-plus Dunlin, two Whimbrels, 
a female Ruff and three Sandwich Terns (22nd).
At Porth Dinllaen (5th), there were four Manx 
Shearwaters and a few Wheatears in a field.
Shirley Roulston

MONTGOMERYSHIRE
CORS DYFI: A White Stork passed through 
(12th). The resident pair of Ospreys laid three 
eggs. A second female also laid three eggs in a 
second nest, fathered by the same male. They 
were later taken by a Carrion Crow. Sedge, 
Willow and Grasshopper Warblers arrived .

DOLYDD HAFREN: Redstarts arrived (7th) 
and Yellow Wagtails (10th). Two pairs of Little 
Ringed Plovers, four of Common Sandpipers 
and three of Oystercatchers were nesting. 
Goosanders had many young on the Severn. 
There was a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker and 
Little Gull (17th) and an Osprey (10th).

LAKE VYRNWY: A Great Grey Shrike 
remained (to 4th). Ring Ouzels arrived 
(13th-14th) when two Little Egrets were noted. 
A flock of 36 Bramblings and a passing Osprey 
were recorded.

LLYN COED Y DINAS: Two Little Gulls joined 
the Black-headed Gull colony. The first Sedge 
Warbler was seen (15th), with two Shovelers 
(16th), a Dunlin (14th) and Yellow Wagtail 
(30th).

OTHER SITES: A Grasshopper Warbler was at 
the Wern. Wood Warblers and Pied Flycatchers 
were at Pendugwm, Llangynog and Dolforwyn 
Woods. A Cetti’s Warbler was at Pwll Penarth. A 
Merlin was at Dolanog.
Brayton Holt

PEMBROKESHIRE
SKOMER: There was a Grey Heron (22nd), 11 
Common Scoters (30th), a Red Kite (30th), a 
Hen Harrier and two Sparrowhawks (to 22nd), 
an Osprey (15th), Hobby (20th) and Merlin. 
Waders included a Little Ringed Plover (10th), 
nine Dunlin, Whimbrels (from 18th) and 
Common Sandpipers (15th & 27th). A record 
22,539 Puffins were counted. A Cuckoo was 
seen (29th) and a Tree Pipit (23rd). Two Barn 
Owls and two pairs of Short-eared Owls were 
recorded. The first Swift was seen (19th). Sand 
Martins peaked at 123 (12th), with 340 Swallows 
(18th) and 15 House Martins (23rd). White 
Wagtails were noted (15th & 17th). Black 
Redstarts (11th-12th & 23rd) and six Redstarts 
were recorded. Whinchats were seen (20th & 
22nd). Stonechats peaked at nine. A movement 
of 140 Wheatears (20th) included 18 
Greenland-race birds. There were two Ring 
Ouzels (11th) and three (20th). There were two 
Grasshopper Warblers (19th), Sedge Warblers 
(from 13th), 60 Blackcaps (20th), a Garden 
Warbler (21st), Lesser Whitethroats (20th and 
22nd), three Whitethroats (20th), 35 
Chiffchaffs (11th), a ‘Siberian’ Chiffchaff (20th), 
65 Willow Warblers (11th), and four Goldcrests. 
There was a Pied Flycatcher (11th), Hooded 
Crow (17th), 390 Goldfinches, five Siskins, 379 
Linnets, and two Lesser Redpolls.
Ed Stubbings  
(skomer.warden@welshwildlife.org)

Little Gull (3rd-4th), with three (11th), and two 
Whooper Swans (10th). Ring Ouzels were 
reported from Llanwrthwl, Craig Cerrig 
Gleisiad, Mynydd Llangynidr, Senni valley and 
Devil’s Staircase. In the first half, Ospreys were 
at Dol-y-mynach, Usk and Cantref/Beacons 
Reservoirs. A Short-eared Owl was on Battle 
Hill (14th). A Great Grey Shrike was at 
Pont-ar-Wysg (15th). Llangasty had three 
Avocets (16th) and a Bar-tailed Godwit (20th).
LLANGORSE LAKE: There was a 
Yellow-legged Gull (3rd), two Shelducks (4th), 
26 Teal, three Little Egrets, 20 Snipe, three 
Yellow Wagtails, 102 Pied Wagtails, 10 White 
Wagtails (26th), Reed and Sedge Warblers 
(13th), a Redshank (11th), 27 Curlews (14th), 
two Whimbrels (17th), two Dunlin, six Common 
Sandpipers and a Ringed Plover (29th) and an 
Arctic Tern (24th).

MYNYDD ILLTYD: There was a Redstart 
(4th). The wintering Golden Plover flock 
reduced from 55 (4th) to 24 (16th). 

WYE VALLEY: Mandarins included pairs at 
Dol-y-mynach Reservoir and Pipton, and three 
pairs between Llyswen and Trericket Mill. A 
White Wagtail was at Llanwrthwl (4th). Three 
Oystercatchers and six Little Egrets were at 
Pipton (10th), when Common Sandpipers 
returned. An early Whinchat was at Llangoed 
Hall (14th). There were 42 Teal on Brechfa Pool.

OTHER SITES: Little Ringed Plovers were 
back at breeding sites. A Jack Snipe was on 
Fforest Fach with 44 Golden Plovers (7th). Six 
Goldeneye were on Pentwyn and Dol-y-mynach 
Reservoirs to mid-month. First dates were Tree 
Pipit (12th), Cuckoo (19th), Swift (22nd), 
Grasshopper Warbler (23rd), Wood Warbler 
(30th) and Hobby (30th). A Willow Tit was at 
Garth Bank (19th). Yellowhammers fed in a 
garden at Beulah and held territory at 
traditional sites and several new locations.
Andrew King, Steve Jones and  
www.brecknockbirds.co.uk

CEREDIGION
HIGHLIGHTS: A White Stork frequented the 
Teifi Marshes (10th-12th). Two Iceland Gulls 
were at Llanrhystud (2nd), with singles at 
Aberystwyth and at the Teifi estuary (8th). Two 
Ring Ouzels were on Foel Fawr, Ynys-hir (4th) 
and 10 at Cwmystwyth (23rd). A Short-eared 
Owl was south of Aberystwyth (13th). Cross Inn 
Forest’s Great Grey Shrike remained all month.

COASTAL SITES: Ynyslas logged 105 
Whimbrels and 61 Bar-tailed Godwits (23rd), 
and 20 White Wagtails (25th). There were 50 
White Wagtails between Llanrhystud and 
Llanon (30th).  Two Little Terns were at 
Llanrhystud (24th) and one at Ynyslas plus a 
Merlin (25th). A Cetti’s Warbler was at Cors 
Fochno. A Little Ringed Plover and Great 
Northern Diver were at Llanrhystud (2nd). Four 
Purple Sandpipers remained at Aberystwyth.

OTHER SITES: Ynys-hir had a Hen Harrier 
(3rd), three Little Ringed Plovers (11th), a 
Greenshank (12th), 15 Arctic Terns (21st) and a 
Cetti’s Warbler. A Hen Harrier and Merlin were 
at Cross Inn Forest (1st). The Scaup remained 
at Llyn Eiddwen (to 3rd). A Marsh Harrier and 
Osprey were at the Teifi Marshes (12th). Cors 
Fochno (Tregaron Bog) had a Water Pipit (3rd), 
Wood Sandpiper (13th), Common Sandpiper 
(14th) and 10 White Wagtails, a Common 
Sandpiper and Green Sandpiper (28th).
John A Davis  
( johndavis@midwalesbirdwatching.co.uk)
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NORTH WEST

Two North 
American
seedeaters dominated the headlines
in the region, in April. Firstly, there
was a Dark-eyed Junco on the Isle
of Man on 3rd and at the other end
of the month on 30th, a White-
crowned Sparrow was trapped and
ringed at Woolston Eyes  
NR, Cheshire.

In as  Highlights

Quarry and Newton Marsh. There were 68 
Whimbrels at Cockersands. Hen Harriers were 
off Blackpool and at Fluke Hall. Marsh Harriers 
were at Warton Marsh and Blackpool Airport. 
Ospreys flew over at Blackpool, Thornton and 
Conder Green. A Black Guillemot flew past 
Norbreck. Redstarts were at five sites. Two 
Whinchats were near Moss Side and two near 
Pilling. Lytham Moss had 59 White Wagtails.

MARTON MERE: Nine species of warbler 
included 14 Cetti’s Warblers. Only one Swift 
arrived. Two Redstarts, a Ring Ouzel, Whinchat, 
Marsh Harrier, three Little Gulls and two Green 
Sandpipers were noted.

SW LANCS-N MERSEYSIDE: Eleven Ospreys
flew north. A Smew was at Lunt Meadows
mid-month. Three Greenland Whitefronts,
three Scaup, two Water Pipits, a Garganey, two
Little Stints, a Curlew Sandpiper, Avocets, a
Great Grey Shrike and Pied Flycatcher were at
Marshside. Ring Ouzels were at Much Hoole,
Southport and Billinge Hall. Six were at
Ainsdale Dunes, plus Black Redstart.
A Siberian Chiffchaff and Little Tern were at
Martin Mere. Two Garganeys were there and
two at Carr Mill Dam. Hesketh Out Marsh had
100 White Wagtails, a Yellow Wagtail and
Curlew Sandpiper. Three Dotterel were near
Mere Sands Wood. Caspian Gulls were at
Ainsdale, Crosby and Seaforth. A Glaucous Gull
was at the Alt Estuary. Two Dotterel were at
Ince Blundell. Pied Flycatchers were at Sefton
Park, Liverpool and Taylors Park, St Helens.
Maurice Jones

NORTH LANCASHIRE
HIGHLIGHTS: Leighton Moss held
Green-winged Teal (9th) and Spotted Crake
(from 19th). A Slavonian Grebe was off
Heysham (22nd). After a winter of absence,
Purple Sandpiper(s) were recorded with
Turnstones at Heysham (14th, 17th & 22nd). A
Black Redstart was at Ocean Edge (7th). A
Firecrest was in Herring Head Wood (4th)

HEYSHAM OBS: Meadow Pipit and Sandwich
Tern passage was below par. There were two or
three pairs of Cetti’s Warbler at Middleton.
Passage saw four Fulmars, just 42 Sandwich
Terns, four Arctic Skuas (from 6th), Little Gulls
(12th, 20th & 22nd), 80 Gannets (18th), 45
Kittiwakes (18th), 14 Red-throated Divers (14th
& 17th), 70 Common Scoters (17th), and 46
Arctic Terns (22nd). There were two Med Gulls
(to 11th), Scaup (10th), four Whooper Swans
(9th), Greenshank (17th), Sanderling (22nd), up
to 10 Whimbrels per day (from 17th), and a
good passage of Turnstones, peaking at 375
(22nd). There was an Osprey (14th), Marsh
Harrier (11th), Merlin (28th), Yellow Wagtail
(11th) and two Whinchats (22nd).

LEIGHTON MOSS: Icelandic Black-tailed
Godwits peaked at 1,710 (17th). There were
Ruff (24th), a Spotted Redshank (to
mid-month) and a Green Sandpiper (24th).
There were 24 White Wagtails (17th), a Pied
Flycatcher (15th), a Reed Warbler (3rd), Merlin
(3rd), four Med Gulls, and a Whinchat (22nd).
Flocks of four (7th) and 19 (19th) Common
Scoters were off Jenny Brown’s Point

OTHER: Aldcliffe had nine Little Ringed
Plovers (18th), Short-eared Owl (11th-18th),
Greenshank, Wood Warbler at Stodday (23rd),
Whinchat (21st) and Redstart (18th-19th). A
Marsh Harrier was at Sunderland Point (15th).
A Wood Warbler was in Woodwell (20th).
Pete Marsh

PENNINGTON FLASH: There was a 
Black-necked Grebe (22nd-28th), Mandarin 
(27th), two Little Gulls (11th), a Cuckoo (24th), 
Siberian Chiffchaff (2nd), three Common 
Scoters (12th), Hobbies (8th & 25th), four Med 
Gulls, Little Ringed Plovers, Ringed Plovers, 
Common Sandpipers, White Wagtails, a Green 
Sandpiper (24th), two Black-tailed Godwits 
(26th-27th), two Wheatears (12th), a Tree Pipit 
(18th), Whimbrels (20th and 27th), Swift (21st) 
and Grasshopper Warbler (27th).

OTHER SITES: Black Redstarts were in 
Manchester city centre. A Whinchat was on 
Astley Moss (24th). Audenshaw Reservoirs
logged a Marsh Harrier, 12 Wheatears, two
Rock Pipits, Yellow Wagtails, 15 White Wagtails,
three Common Scoters, five Little Ringed
Plovers, three Greenshanks, 11 Little Gulls, an
Arctic Tern and two Sanderling. Three Common
Scoters and a Little Gull were at Scotman’s
Flash (11th). A Lesser Spotted Woodpecker was
at Dunham Massey CP. Five Grasshopper
Warblers reeled at Horwich Moors (22nd), with
a Marsh Harrier there (1st), 22 Wheatears (5th),
four Ring Ouzels (13th) and a Stonechat. A
Redstart was in Irlam (13th). Five Ring Ouzels
were at Castleshaw Reservoirs (26th). An
Avocet was on Little Woolden Moss (17th), with
a Whimbrel there (18th) and 100 Black-tailed
Godwits (30th).
Dr Paul Brewster (01606 590 491)

LANCASHIRE
AND NORTH MERSEYSIDE

HIGHLIGHTS: A White Stork flew over Nelson
(17th) and two were at the Alt Estuary (21st). A
Great White Egret was at Marshside (10th) and
two Spoonbills at Hesketh Out Marsh (16th).

EAST LANCASHIRE: An Osprey was at Stocks
Reservoir (2nd) where the Caspian Gull was
seen again (3rd). Pied Flycatchers and
Redstarts were at Newton (8th). Seven Ring
Ouzels were in the Langden Valley (14th). Five
Dotterel were on Pendle Hill (21st). The roost at
Barnacre held 535 Whimbrels (27th), with 53 at
Alston Wetlands (29th). Garganeys were at
Brockholes and Jackhouse Reservoir.

FYLDE REGION: Blackpool logged Sandwich
Terns, Kittiwakes, Gannets, Red-throated
Divers, seven Manx Shearwaters, three Med
Gulls, Fulmar, Great Skua, Arctic Skua, Black
Guillemot, Great Northern Diver and
Long-tailed Duck. Two Garganey were at
Newton Marsh (15th). A Little Stint, Spotted
Redshanks and Greenshanks were at Glasson.
Little Ringed Plovers were at Myerscough

CHESHIRE
 HIGHLIGHTS: Two Cranes flew over Burton
Mere Wetlands (11th) and Red Rocks (13th). A
Glossy Ibis was on the Gowy Meadows (27th).
A Wryneck was in Rode Heath (29th). A
Hooded Crow passed Leasowe Lighthouse and
a White-crowned Sparrow was ringed at
Woolston Eyes (30th). 

HILBRE: There were Ospreys (2nd & 4th), 188
pale-bellied Brent Geese (4th), Firecrest (8th),
Little Ringed Plover and 57 Wheatears (12th),
13 White Wagtails and Redstart (13th),
Spoonbill and Short-eared Owl (15th), Iceland
Gull and 32 Little Gulls (17th), 18 Whimbrels
(22nd) and a Curlew Sandpiper (24th).

INLAND: A Common Scoter (4th) and Smew
(7th) were at Newchurch Common. A Black
Redstart was on Cut-thorn Hill (5th). Marbury
CP had 1,000 Sand Martins (7th), an Iceland
Gull, Arctic Tern and 10 Little Gulls (11th). A
Sandwich Tern (12th) and two Garganeys (15th)
were at Haydn’s Pool. Three Ringed Ouzels
were on the moors by Pott Shrigley (16th). Two
Ospreys flew over Audlem (29th). 

MERSEY VALLEY: An Iceland Gull, Glaucous
Gull and two Yellow-legged Gulls were on
Richmond Bank (5th). Hale logged Ring Ouzel
and Eider (6th), Little Stint and Glaucous Gull
(10th), five Yellow (15th) and a Blue-headed
Wagtail (25th) and Pied Flycatcher (30th). At
least 100 White Wagtails were at Pickering’s
Pasture (13th). A Short-eared Owl was over
Frodsham Marsh (14th). 

WIRRAL COAST: Three Great White Egrets
(1st), 20 Avocets (30th) and a Long-eared Owl
(16th) were at Burton Mere Wetlands. A
White-fronted Goose was on Burton Marsh
(2nd). A Great Northern Diver (4th) and two
Short-eared Owls (12th) were at West Kirby. Six
Short-eared Owls were at Heswall Marsh (8th),
where a Spoonbill passed (21st). Scaup were in
Birkenhead Docks (10th) and off Meols (13th).
There were 36,000 Common Scoters plus five
Velvet Scoters off north Wirral (11th). Fifteen
Whooper Swans (13th) and a Glaucous Gull
(15th) were at Hoylake. Six Water Pipits were 
on Neston Marsh (23rd). 

WOOLSTON EYES: Ringing on No1 bed gave 
Reed Bunting, Meadow Pipit, Chiffchaff, 
Goldfinch, Lesser Redpoll, Blackcap, Willow 
Warbler, Cetti’s Warbler, Willow Tit, 
Yellowhammer, Song Thrush, Reed Warbler, 
Stock Dove, Sedge Warbler and Whitethroat. 
There were two Peregrines, two Little Ringed 
Plovers, five Water Rails, 40 Bramblings, 10 
Siskins, eight Buzzards, 15 Sand Martins, a 
Kingfisher and Grasshopper Warbler. 
No3 bed ringing team had Willow Warbler, 
Chiffchaff, Willow Tit, Great Spotted 
Woodpecker, Jay, Whitethroat, Blackcap, Reed 
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Bunting, Reed Warbler and Sedge Warbler. 
Records included Cetti’s Warbler, Merlin, 20 
Bramblings, three Water Rails, Ruddy Duck, 18 
Black-necked Grebes, 760 Sand Martins, three 
Garganeys, three Little Gulls, two Common 
Terns, Arctic Tern, Common Sandpiper, 
Redstart, two Red-crested Pochards, Marsh 
Harrier, three Med Gulls, two Pintails, Red Kite 
and Dunlin. No4 Bed had a Ring Ouzel.  
Richard Smith and Dave Steel

CUMBRIA
HIGHLIGHTS: A Green-winged Teal was at 
Siddick Ponds (14th-21st), with a Redstart 
(14th). Hoopoes were in a Kendal garden 
(14th-15th) and at Windermere (24th). A 
Slavonian Grebe was at Hodbarrow (1st-2nd), 
with a Scaup and Little Stint (11th). Ospreys 
were at Bowness-on-Windermere (5th), 
Haverigg (14th), Esthwaite Water (three, 16th), 
Port Carlisle (two on 23rd), Ulverston (29th) 
and Kirkbride (29th). Two Great Northern 
Divers were on Derwent Water (21st). Dotterel 
included three at the summit of Helvellyn 
(21st), one at Tebay (23rd), and two at Burgh 
Marsh (28th). A Little Gull was in Kendal 
(25th), with a Black Redstart there (28th).

GREATER MANCHESTER
HIGHLIGHTS: A Kentish Plover was at 
Audenshaw Reservoirs (25th-26th), with a 
Blue-headed Wagtail (6th-7th) and a Whimbrel 
(20th). A Great Grey Shrike was on Stretford 
Meadows (17th). Two Ospreys flew over 
Castleshaw Reservoirs (2nd) with one at Salford 
(3rd) and Pennington Flash (12th & 29th). A 
Red Kite was over Carrington Moss (21st). 
Great Northern Divers were at Castleshaw 
Reservoirs and Salford Quays (1st-22nd). A 
Sandwich Tern was at Rumworth Lodge (9th). A 
Kittiwake was at Hollingworth Lake (3rd).

ELTON RESERVOIR: There was a Ring Ouzel 
(8th), Redstart (10th), Hobby (29th), 10 Little 
Gulls (11th), three Arctic Terns (11th), two 
Sanderling and four Whimbrels (15th), two Med 
Gulls (1st), Wheatear, White Wagtail, two Little 
Ringed Plovers and Willow Warbler (3rd), 
Lesser Whitethroat (15th), Swift and Sedge 
Warbler (22nd) and a Green Sandpiper (11th).

MERSEY VALLEY: A Wood Warbler was at 
Priory Gardens, Sale (30th). A Redstart was at 
Broad Ees Dole (13th). Five Yellow Wagtails 
were at Altrincham ETW (15th-20th), plus a 
Reed Warbler (21st). Six Bramblings were on 
Carrington Moss (3rd). A Redwing was at 
Chorlton WP (19th). A Lesser Whitethroat sang 
near the M60 (21st). Two Grasshopper Warblers 
were on Stretford Meadows.
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NORTH LINCOLNSHIRE
HIGHLIGHTS: A Green-winged Teal was at
Alkborough Flats (7th-14th). A Red-necked
Grebe was at Barton Pits (20th).

ALKBOROUGH FLATS: There were 96
Wigeon, 60 Shovelers, 254 Teal, four Pintail,
Garganey (30th), Hen Harrier, Merlin (3rd), 160
Avocets, four Little Ringed Plovers, Grey
Plover, 40 Snipe, a Jack Snipe, 194 Black-tailed
Godwits, 354 Curlews, 15 Whimbrels, 14
Spotted Redshanks, Cuckoo (13th), Spoonbill
(15th), 148 Redshanks, six Greenshanks, two
Short-eared Owls, two Stonechats, three
Wheatears and three Cetti’s Warblers.

BARTON: There were four Pintail, Garganey,
22 Shovelers, 44 Pochards, 101 Tufted Ducks,
two Scaup, 15 Goldeneyes, Snipe, four Little
Gulls, 230 Sand Martins, Swallow and House
Martins (from 5th), Ring Ouzel (29th-30th), 24
Cetti’s Warblers, five Grasshopper Warblers,
Reed Warbler (from 8th), Lesser Whitethroats
(from 12th), a record 54 singing Chiffchaffs and
eight Willow Warblers.

DONNA NOOK-PYES HALL: Highlights
included 260 Brent Geese, two Eider, Fulmar,
30 Little Egrets, two Merlins, two Peregrines,
Red Kite, Hen Harrier, 45 Golden Plovers,
Whimbrels, Sandwich Terns, four Cuckoos, four
Short-eared Owls, Grasshopper Warbler (from
17th), 32 Whitethroats, Ring Ouzel, Fieldfare,
Redwing, Black Redstart, three Redstarts, Tree
Pipit, Rock Pipit, Brambling and Twite.
Graham Catley with Steve Lorand

NORTHUMBERLAND
NORTH NORTHUMBERLAND: Farne Islands
highlights included Jack Snipe, Ring Ouzel,
Black Redstart, Black-throated Diver, and
Iceland Gull, with an Iceland Gull at Branton GP

(3rd-7th). Black Redstarts were at Craster
(2nd-3rd), High Newton (7th) and Holy Island
(12th). A Great White Egret was at Alnmouth
(6th). ‘Channel’ Wagtails were at Hoppen Kiln
Flash (8th) and Low Newton (24th-26th). A
Mealy Redpoll was in Howick (17th). Two
Garganey were in Budle Bay (21st-24th), and an
Osprey over West Ord (29th).
Jonathan Farooqi (jonathanfarooqi@gmail.
com)

EAST YORKSHIRE
HIGHLIGHTS: A Green-winged Teal was at
Blacktoft Sands (4th). Two Black Brants
remained in the Spurn area. A Pectoral
Sandpiper was at North Cave Wetlands (24th).

FLAMBOROUGH: There were Firecrests (1st
and 18th-19th), a Raven and two Med Gulls
(5th) and a Black-necked Grebe (8th). A
Yellow-legged Gull was seen (10th), with a
Long-eared Owl (11th), three ‘Blue’ Fulmars
(12th), a Little Egret (13th), two Dotterel (21st),
two Cranes (29th), and a Great Northern Diver
and another Crane (30th). The two Richard’s
Pipits remained for much of the month.

SPURN: There was a Wood Lark (2nd), Serin
(3rd), Firecrests (1st-5th & 7th), Water Pipit and
Crane (6th), Med Gull (19th), Common
Rosefinch (24th) and Nuthatch plus Raven
(30th).

OTHER SITES: The two Garganey and a
Long-tailed Duck were still at Hornsea Mere
(1st). An Osprey flew over North Cave
Wetlands (1st). Three Velvet Scoters passed
Paull Holme Strays (2nd). Bempton had a
Long-eared Owl (1st), Firecrest (10th) and
Great Grey Shrike (25th). A Black-necked
Grebe was at Bridlington (5th). A Crane and an
Osprey flew over Grimston (6th). A Crane flew
over Blacktoft Sands (7th), with two Garganeys
there (10th). Spoonbills were at Tophill Low and
off Sunk Island (14th).
Ian Marshall (01482 627 446)

NORTH YORKSHIRE
SCARBOROUGH: A Short-toed Lark at Long
Nab (18th) was the second for the district. A
Siberian Chiffchaff at Castle Hill (13th) was the
first away from the more normal late autumn
period. Three Ospreys, two Marsh Harriers and
two Hen Harriers were recorded. An early Swift
was at Long Nab (5th) where a Twite was seen
(13th). Two Black-necked Grebes remained at
the harbour (to 16th) with one later (to 21st).

SCOTLAND

Rarities included 
White-billed Divers
at various sites, a Gyr Falcon on 
North Uist, a drake Bufflehead at 
Oban, Argyll, and an Olive-backed 
Pipt at Seacliff, Lothian.

In as  Highlights

ARGYLL
ISLAY: Gruinart logged a Chiffchaff, Merlin, 
three ‘Cackling’ Canada Geese, a Cuckoo, three 
Hen Harriers, a Golden Eagle, White-tailed 
Eagle, Barn Owl, Corn Crake, Common Redpoll, 
Grasshopper Warbler, Water Pipit, Peregrine, 
Whinchat, Sedge Warbler and Grasshopper 
Warbler. A Sandwich Tern and six Purple 
Sandpipers were at Bruichladdich. A Glaucous 
Gull and Short-eared Owl were at Claddach. A 
Glaucous Gull was at Machir Bay. A Kingfisher 
was on the River Sorn. A White-tailed Eagle, 
Iceland Gull, Great Skua and three Little Terns 
were at Ardnave. A Mandarin was at the 
Woollen Mill. Six Red Grouse and a Hen Harrier 
were near Bolsay. A Peregrine was at Laggan 
Point. Great Spotted Woodpeckers were at 
Ballygrant and Bridgend Woods. Two Snow 
Buntings and 18 Great Northern Divers were at 
Loch Indaal. Two Pinkfeet were at Kilchoman.  
Ospreys were at the Oa, Loch Gorm and 
Finlaggan. A ‘Cackling’ Canada Goose was at 
Leorin. Two Arctic Terns were at Ardbeg. There 
were 37 Yellowhammers at Ballygrant. Four 
Common Sandpipers were at Portnahaven. Ten 
Sandwich Terns were in Port Ellen Bay. A 
Whinchat was at Red Lodge. A Ring-necked 
Duck was at Loch Finlaggan).

TIREE: Two Magpies near Scarinish (2nd) were 
the second record for Tiree. A Great Tit was at 
Balephuil (11th-12th). The Kumlien’s Gull 
remained in the Loch an Eilein area (to 26th), 
with a Scaup there (26th-30th), A Glaucous 
Gull was at Loch a’ Phuill (14th-19th). A 
White-tailed Eagle roamed the island (19th & 
22nd). A Tree Sparrow was at Baugh (28th). A 
Lapland Bunting was at Hynish (15th). A Snow 
Bunting was at Balephetrish (25th). There were 
two Mealy Redpolls (from 15th) and three 
Woodpigeons (from 12th), 300 Black-tailed 
Godwits (from 3rd), 5,500 Golden Plovers and 
54 pale-bellied Brent Geese (from 20th). 
Corncrakes returned (19th), increasing to 20. 
The Barnacle Geese and Greenland 
Whitefronts departed en masse (10th-11th), 
with only small numbers thereafter. Ten 
Whooper Swans remained throughout. First 
dates included Chiffchaff (14th March), Sand 
Martin (2nd), Wheatear (5th), Great Skua (7th), 
Swallow (8th), Linnet (8th), Blackcap (10th), 
Willow Warbler (10th), Greenshank (14th), 
Whimbrel (17th), Little Tern (20th), Sandwich 
Tern (20th), 70 White Wagtails (from 21st) and 
Common Sandpiper (28th).
James How (James.How@rspb.org.uk) and 
John Bowler (john.bowler@rspb.org.uk)

AYRSHIRE
HIGHLIGHTS: There were 14 Whimbrels at 
Martnaham Loch (1st). A Little Ringed Plover 
was at Capringstone Flash (2nd), when ten 
White Wagtails were at Dundonald Camp. 
Irvine Harbour (6th) logged four Red-throated 
Divers, two Black-throated Divers and a Long 
Tailed Duck. Nine Great Northern Divers were 
near Kennedy’s Pass. Nine Black Guillemots, 12 
Manx Shearwaters and a Glaucous Gull were in M
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NORTHEAST

The Long-billed
Dowitcher continued
its long stay at Cresswell Pond NWT,
Northumberland. A male
Black-headed Wagtail was at
Sliington Ings, West Yorkshire on 9th.
As in East Anglia, an early Savi’s
Warbler was found at Skinningrove,
Cleveland mid-month.

In assoHighlights

There were two Sanderling at Wykeham Lakes 
(2nd) and a Ruff at Potter Brompton Carr 
(24th). A good passage of Ring Ouzels saw at 
least 15, mostly along the coast. Five Black 
Redstarts passed through. A Yellow-legged Gull 
came to bread at Peasholm Park (11th)!
Nick Addey (www.scarboroughbirding.co.uk)

SOUTH YORKSHIRE
HIGHLIGHTS: An Alpine Swift over Bolton 
Ings (1st) was the first in the Old Moor area. A 
Dotterel was at Peak Pits (from 24th).

OLD MOOR AREA: Fourteen Sandwich Terns 
were on Broomhill Flash then on the Mere 
(2nd). A Black-necked Grebe was on Bolton 
Ings (2nd), with two (28th). Two Ravens flew 
over Broomhill (2nd), after being seen at 
Worsborough Reservoir. A Reed Warbler (6th) 
was the earliest ever. Bearded Tits were heard 
(13th-14th). A further five Sandwich Terns were 
present (11th), with one (13th). Ospreys flew 
over Bolton Ings (14th & 22nd). A Marsh 
Harrier was on Bolton Ings (18th). Three Med 
Gulls and 12 Avocets were noted.

OTHER SITES: There were 800 Golden 
Plovers at Peat Pits (2nd), with 600 
Northern-race birds at Maythorn Fields (10th). 
A Little Gull was at Ingbirchworth (10th), with 
10 there (11th). Twelve were at Orgreave and 14 
at Thrybergh Reservoir (11th), with one at 
Adwick Washlands (12th). A Short-eared Owl 
toured Mexborough North Ings, Adwick 
Washlands and Edderthorpe Flash (12th), with 
one at Hatfield Moors. Ospreys were at Hatfield 
Moors (4th), Adwick (14th), Denaby Ings 
(22nd) and Askern (28th). A dark-bellied Brent 
Goose was at Orgreave (7th). Two Sandwich 
Terns were there and at Worsborough Reservoir 
(12th). A Grey Plover was at Hatfield Moors 
(12th). A Blue-headed Wagtail was at Orgreave 
and a Glaucous Gull at Potteric Carr (16th). 
Nigel Smith (nigelsmith994@gmail.com)

WEST YORKSHIRE
LOWER AIRE VALLEY: A Black-headed 
Wagtail on the Main Lake at St. Aidan’s (12th) 
was about the 20th British record and 
earliest-ever. A Blue-headed Wagtail was there 
(12th-13th). An Osprey and Merlin flew through 
(16th). A Glaucous Gull was present 
(17th-29th). Little Gulls were seen on a few days 
(from 5th), with a Yellow-legged Gull and 
Kittiwake (12th). Three Sandwich Terns were at 
St. Aidan’s (2nd), with Arctic Terns on a few 
days (from 12th). One or two Water Pipits were 
present (to 11th). Bearded Tits were seen for 
the first time in over four months (19th).

BRADFORD: Ospreys were seen on six 
occasions including at Barden (two occasions), 
Queensbury, Bradup, Hazelwood Moor and 
Keighley Moor. Ring Ouzels were at Soil Hill 
(5th) and up to five were regularly seen at 
Slippery Ford, which had regular double figure 
counts of Wheatear. A Ring-necked Parakeet 
was in Bradshaw (1st), 10 Whooper Swans 
passed Caldene Fields (3rd), a Long-eared Owl 
was over Soil Hill (8th), a Whimbrel was over 
Trough Lane (13th) and a White Wagtail was at 
Slippery Ford (20th). Two Yellow Wagtails were 
at Hazelwood (21st), a Grasshopper Warbler 
reeled at Baildon (25th) and a Whinchat and 
Tree Pipit were at Timble (30th). Migrants 
included Cuckoos at Glovershaw (20th), 
Slippery Ford (24th), Ben Rhydding (30th) and 
Strid Woods (30th) and Redstart and Pied 
Flycatchers at a few locations.
Chris King – Bradford Ornithological Group, 
Paul Morris

Black Tern,
North Cave Wetlands YWT,
East Yorkshire  
9 May
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American Wigeon, Scarborough,
North Yorkshire

29 February

House Martin, Nuthatch, Dunlin, two
Greenshanks, 11 Redshanks, Willow Warbler,
Redstart, Bar-tailed Godwit (possibly a site
first), and two Wood Warblers.

KINNEIL: There were six Scaup and Spotted
Redshank (17th), Whinchat (25th), three
Ringed Plovers, nine Whimbrels and seven
Turnstones (26th), Curlew Sandpiper (29th),
and two Grasshopper Warblers plus
Whitethroat (30th).

POWFOULIS: There were two Shovelers
(2nd), a Red-throated Diver and two Sanderling
(3rd), two Short-eared Owls (16th), two Pintails,
a Ruff, Jack Snipe, 26 Whimbrels, Common
Sandpiper, White Wagtail and Whinchat.

SKINFLATS: There were four Barnacle Geese,
42 Pintails and a Shoveler (3rd), a Shag and two
Short-eared Owls (18th), two Garganeys
(20th), two Gadwall and a Common Sandpiper
(21st), two Ruff, two Whitethroats, a
Grasshopper Warbler and Sedge Warbler (23rd)
and a Whimbrel (29th).

STIRLING DISTRICT: A Black Grouse and
Wheatear were on Sheriff Muir (2nd). Three
Great Crested Grebes, a Ringed Plover and two
Redshanks were at Cambusmore GP (10th). A
Cuckoo was at Drumloist (14th). Willow
Warblers arrived (15th). There was a Redstart
and Nuthatch at Loch Voil (20th) when a
Common Sandpiper was at Doune. Three
Redstarts were at Gartrenich, Aberfoyle and
Doune Lodge and a Ring Ouzel in the
Gargunnock Hills (21st).
Neil Bielby (n.bielby@sky.com)

DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY
HIGHLIGHTS: A Ring Ouzel was at the Rhins
(1st). Ospreys were at Threave Estate (three),
Loch Doon and over Galloway Forest Park.
Caerlaverock logged a Ring-necked Duck,
Crane and Short-eared Owl (20th), White
Wagtail (16th) and two Avocets (21st). There
were 400 Scaup, 50 Eiders, Guillemots,
Razorbills and Red-throated Divers at Stranraer
(3rd). Shovelers were at Threave Estate and
Ken-Dee Marshes. Gadwall were at Barharrow.
There were four Water Rails, seven Little Egrets
and a site-first Sedge Warbler at Mersehead.
Greenshank and Whimbrels were at Barlocco,
Carsethorn and Caerlaverock. There were
2,500 Gannets at Big Scare Rock. Sandwich
Terns were at Gilfoot Bay, Barlocco and
Garlieston. A White Stork was at Lockerbie
(17th). A Black Kite flew over Moniaive (21st).
Common Sandpipers were at Dalbeattie
Reservoir and Threave Estate. A Common
Scoter was at Barlocco (6th). First dates
included House Martin (2nd), Sandwich Tern
(4th), Blackcap (8th), Wheatear (15th), Cuckoo
(19th) and Swift (28th).

MULL OF GALLOWAY: There were nesting
Kittiwakes, Razorbills, Fulmars, Guillemots,
Black Guillemots, Shags, Snipe, Stonechats,
Twite, Goldcrests, Rock Pipits, Meadow Pipits
and Linnets, also a Jack Snipe. There were 15
Red-throated Divers, 100 Guillemots, Black
Guillemot, Gannet, Shag and Cormorant at
Corsewall Point (3rd), and 62 pale-bellied Brent
Geese at Loch Ryan (4th).

OTHER SITES: Whooper Swan, Peregrine,
Tufted Duck, Goosander, Kingfisher, Red Kite,
Lapwing, Teal, Sand Martin, Willow Warbler,
Great Spotted Woodpecker and fledged Mistle
Thrush were on the Threave Estate. A
Goosander was at Eskrigg. Sand Martins were

at Carrick, Barlocco and Brighouse Bays. A
Red-throated Diver and Shelduck were at
Barlocco. Goldeneye, Teal, Siskin and Brambling
were at Gatehouse of Fleet. A Bullfinch and
Shelduck were at Kirkcudbright. Two
Red-breasted Mergansers, 150 Knot and Scaup
were at Carsethorn (19th). A Shelduck,
Oystercatcher and Chiffchaff were at Kippford
and three Green Woodpeckers at Dalbeattie
(20th). Grey Wagtail, Red Kite, Wheatear and
Sedge Warbler were at Dalbeattie Reservoir.
Pam Woods (DumfriesandGallowaybirding@
yahoogroups.com)

FAIR ISLE
HIGHLIGHTS: There was a Crane over (23rd),
a Hornemann’s Arctic Redpoll (6th-16th) and
Marsh Harrier (29th-30th).

MIGRANTS: Maxima included Whooper Swan,
three Pinkfeet, three Barnacle Geese, 198
Greylags, three Wigeon, 11 Teal and two Tufted
Ducks. The first Red-throated Diver flew west
(17th). There were three Cormorants, Slavonian
Grebe and Water Rail on seven dates. A Hen
Harrier, Sparrowhawk, Kestrel, two Merlins and
a Peregrine were noted. Waders included 107
Oystercatchers, 23 Ringed Plovers, 18 Golden
Plovers, 11 Lapwings, 89 Purple Sandpipers, two
Jack Snipe, 61 Snipe, Woodcock, six Whimbrels,
25 Curlews, Common Sandpiper, our earliest
Green Sandpiper (5th), 28 Redshank and 118
Turnstones. Nine Arctic Skuas, 21 Black-headed
Gulls, 174 Common Gulls and 15 Lesser
Black-backed Gulls were noted. There were 19
Woodpigeons and two Collared Doves. A
Long-eared Owl, two Short-eared Owls, a Great
Grey Shrike, two Rooks, seven Crows, seven
Hooded Crows and 12 Ravens were logged.
There were two Sand Martins, three Swallows,
and our earliest ever House Martin by six days.
Maxima included 37 Goldcrests, 263 Sky Larks,
a spring record 87 Chiffchaffs, 10 Willow
Warblers, seven Blackcaps, our earliest ever
Whitethroat, a Waxwing, five Ring Ouzels, 53
Blackbirds, 79 Fieldfares, 48 Song Thrushes, 44
Redwings and three Mistle Thrushes. High
counts were 108 Robins, 10 Black Redstarts, our
earliest ever Redstart, three Stonechats, 235
Wheatears, 24 Dunnocks, 17 Pied Wagtails, nine
White Wagtails, four Grey Wagtails, our earliest
Tree Pipit by four days, 244 Meadow Pipits, 123
Rock Pipits, three Scandinavian Rock Pipits,
eight Chaffinches, 36 Bramblings, three Siskins,
three Linnets, 74 Twite, a Mealy Redpoll, two
Hawfinches, three Snow Buntings and three
Reed Buntings.
David Parnaby (fibo@btconnect.com)

FIFE
CENTRAL FIFE: Letham Pools held a
White-fronted Goose (8th-14th), Water Rails,
Little Ringed Plovers, Ringed Plovers, Common
Sandpipers, a Whimbrel (19th), Jack Snipe
(2nd-21st) and a Short-eared Owl (10th). The
Wilderness held Little Ringed Plovers, White
Wagtails, and Whimbrels. Birnie and Goddon
Lochs held 27 Goldeneyes (6th) when 23 were
at Lindores Loch. Four Great Crested Grebes
were at Mountcastle. A Little Egret passed
Pathhead (9th). An Osprey flew over Lochore
Meadows (10th). A Marsh Harrier was at
Newburgh (1st). Common Sandpipers were at
Lochore Meadows and Mountcastle. Six
Whimbrels were at Pathhead (23rd).
Short-eared Owls were at Thornton (29th) and
East Lomond (24th). A White Wagtail was at
Luthrie. A Black Redstart was at Kirkcaldy. Ring
Ouzels were in the Lomond Hills (14th & 24th).
A Grasshopper Warbler was at Lindores
Loch (23rd).

EAST FIFE: There were 89 Whooper Swans at
the Eden Estuary (2nd). A Ring-necked Duck
visited Kilconquhar Loch (2nd-3rd). The King
Eider remained at Ruddons Point (to 21st), with
Red-throated Divers, Black-throated Divers, a
Great Northern Diver and Red-necked Grebe
there (15th). Three Long-tailed Ducks and
Slavonian Grebes were off Outhead. Two Cranes
were at Peat Inn (24th). Little Egrets and
White-tailed Eagles were at Edenside. A Marsh
Harrier was at Crail (29th). Dotterels were at
Carnbee (22nd). Edenside had 175 Knot (2nd).
A Purple Sandpiper was at Ruddons Point and
22 Black-tailed Godwits at Leven (29th).
Whimbrels were at Ruddons Point and Fife Ness
(nine on 23rd). A Great Skua passed Anstruther
(26th). A Black Guillemot was off Crail, with a
Hawfinch there (16th). Short-eared Owls were at
Strathkiness and Cocklemill Marsh. Redstarts
were at Kilminning (14th) and Balcomie (16th),
with Black Redstarts at Fife Ness (6th-9th).
Wheatears were at Balcomie (three on 3rd), Fife
Ness (three on 6th), Kilminning (five on 7th)
and Newton Sandpit (8th). Thirty Crossbills
were in the Ice House area of Tentsmuir (25th).

WEST FIFE: Six Whooper Swans were at
Craigluscar (3rd) and seven at Loch Gelly (10th).
A Crane flew over Townhill (22nd). There were
22 Whimbrels over Ferryhills and an Iceland Gull
there (16th). A Kingfisher was at Torry Bay (3rd).
David Heeley (dw.heeley@btinternet.com)

HIGHLANDS
HIGHLIGHTS: Two Cranes visited Loch na
Claise, Stoer (13th), also in the north-west a
King Eider lingered at Achiltibuie (from 14th).
On Skye, a White-billed Diver was recorded at
Bornesketaig (30th), two Hawfinches at
Dunvegan (20th) and a Nuthatch in Sleat
(16th). A Nuthatch was also recorded at Aigas
and a Hawfinch at Doll, Brora (10th-14th). A
Garganey visited the pools at Alturlie
(10th-13th) and a Black Redstart made a brief
appearance at Coire na Ciste, Cairngorm (14th).

MIGRANTS: The first dates were as follows:
Manx Shearwater, Neist Point (17th), Whimbrel,
Bonar Bridge (8th), Common Sandpiper,
Aviemore (16th), Cuckoo, Strathpeffer (3rd),
Swallow, Loch Insh (1st), Willow Warbler,
Nethybridge (14th), Wood Warbler, Lochinver
(28th), Grasshopper Warbler, Borve (21st),
Redstart (23rd) and Tree Pipit (11th).

BADENOCH & STRATHSPEY: An Iceland
Gull was at Aviemore (16th), four Shovelers and
a Gadwall at Broombill (10th) and a Black-tailed
Godwit at Nethybridge (14th).

EAST SUTHERLAND: At Loch Brora, were 41
Fieldfares and six Mealy Redpolls (12th). Further
south a Short-eared Owl hunted at Dornoch,
where 25 White Wagtails were counted (29th).

EASTER ROSS: Two hundred Long-tailed
Ducks (22nd) and two Bramblings (10th) were
at Portmahomack. Seawatching at Tarbat Ness
produced monthly maxima of nine Barnacle
Geese (14th), 500 Razorbills (10th), nine Great
Skuas (29th), one Arctic Skua (26th/27th), and
an Iceland Gull (5th). Three thousand
Pink-footed Geese (2nd) and 410 Golden
Plovers were in nearby fields (24th).

INVERNESS-SHIRE AND BLACK ISLE: A
Little Gull passed Chanonry Point (7th). In the
Beauly Firth, Slavonian Grebe numbers rose to a
maximum of 36 (8th). Ninety-one Scaup were
recorded at Alturlie (9th), where an Iceland Gull
was also seen (from 13th).

Troon Harbour (7th), when Blackcraig had six 
Dotterel. Three Crossbills were near Stinchar 
Bridge and a Hen Harrier at Garnock Floods 
(8th). A Pied Flycatcher and an Osprey were at 
Ness Glen (9th), when a Ruff was at Blairbowie. 
Two Stonechats were at Greenan (14th). The 
remainder of the month saw a mass of summer 
migrants coming in, namely Garden/Sedge 
Warblers, Pied/Spotted Flycatchers, Redstarts 
and Cuckoos.
Andrew Winnington 

BORDERS
HIGHLIGHTS: Paxton House had 13 
Goosanders and 13 Cormorants (13th), three 
Great Spotted Woodpeckers (15th) and a 
Long-eared Owl (22nd). Duns Castle had four 
Redstarts and two Green Woodpeckers (24th). 
Hule Moss (3rd), held three Canada Geese, two 
Greylags, six Tufted Ducks and a Peregrine. 
Yetholm Loch had 23 Coots, 22 Gadwall and a 
Water Rail (5th), with 17 Tufted Ducks (18th) 
and 154 Sand Martins, eight House Martins and 
28 Swallows (26th). Folly Loch (Fairnington) 
had 34 Tufted Ducks, five Coots and nine 
Whooper Swans (14th), when 450 Pinkfeet 
came in to Westfield. Watch Water Reservoir 
had a long-staying Short-eared Owl and an 
Osprey (4th). Bemersyde Moss (14th) had a 
Water Rail and Bittern. Seawatching at Rotten 
Brae, Eyemouth (20th) brought 4,750 Gannets, 
19 Shags, 140 Kittiwakes, eight Sandwich Terns, 
146 Guillemots, 11 Razorbills, nine Fulmars, a 
Peregrine and Whimbrel.
James D Lough

CENTRAL REGION
HIGHLIGHTS: A Med Gull and Little Gull were 
at Blackness (3rd). A Little Gull was at Skinflats 
Pools (3rd), with a Ring-necked Duck 
(15th-17th), Little Ringed Plover (16th) and two 
Avocets (20th and 25th). A Green-winged Teal 
was at Kinneil (from 17th), with a Marsh Harrier 
there (23th-25th). An Iceland Gull was on 
Longcarse (18th). 

BLAIRDRUMMOND PONDS: The Smew 
remained (to 4th). There was a Swallow, 150 
Sand Martins and 42 Stock Doves (4th), a 
Willow Warbler (10th), four Common 
Sandpipers, a Blackcap and two Tree Pipits 
(21st), plus a Scaup and Water Rail (23rd).

BO’NESS AND BLACKNESS: There was a 
Red-throated Diver (3rd), Willow Warbler 
(10th) and three Swallows (20th).

CAMBUS-ALLOA: Two Shovelers and a 
Short-eared Owl were near Tullibody Inch 
(14th), with Sedge Warbler (23rd). Six Gadwall, 
a Green Sandpiper and three Stonechats were 
at Blackdevon Wetlands (23rd), with 
Short-eared Owl (30th). Pintail, 17 Whimbrels, 
seven Wheatears and two White Wagtails were 
between Cambus and Alloa Inch (27th). A 
Pintail was on Devonmouth Pool (30th). 

CLACKMANNANSHIRE: A Brambling was in 
a Dollar garden (11th).

FALKIRK DISTRICT: A Nuthatch was in 
Carron Glen (15th). Two Ringed Plovers, 71 
Golden Plovers and a Whitethroat were near 
Larbert (24th). 

GARTMORN DAM: Whimbrel, House Martin, 
Swallow, 700 Sand Martins, two Blackcaps and 
nine Willow Warblers were seen (17th).

KILLIN: The head of Loch Tay logged a 
Black-throated Diver, Osprey, Sand Martin, 
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NORTH-WEST: Sightings from Stoer Head
included nine Great Northern Divers (3rd), 100
Fulmars , nine Black Guillemots (9th), 14 Great
Skuas (27th) and a Merlin (19th). Forty-seven
Twite were counted at Clachtoll and 164
Redwings at Lochinver (1st). A group of 120
Barnacle Geese were recorded at Achiltibuie
(10th). The long-staying Iceland Gull remained
at Ardmair (to 12th) and the Glaucous Gull at
Ullapool (all month). Further south a Little Gull
was at Little Gruinard (19th). 

SKYE, LOCHALSH & LOCHABER: In the
north of Skye, a record of an Iceland Gull (21st)
and 13 Wheatears (24th) was received, with 10
Ring Ouzels at Loch Brittle (20th). In Broadford
Bay, 39 Whooper Swans (2nd) and 70 Ringed
Plovers (16th) were counted. Iceland Gulls were
at Achnacloich and Loch na Dal, both in Sleat
(18th). Fourteen Black-throated Divers were
counted at the Skye Bridge (2nd). Records of
Iceland Gulls were received from Loch Kishorn
(11th) and Mallaig (15th). A Greenland
White-fronted Goose (15th) and 32 Whimbrels
(29th) were at Morar.
Tom Wells

LOTHIAN
HIGHLIGHTS: Musselburgh’s Surf Scoter
remained all month, as did the Green-winged
Teal at Tyninghame. Water Pipits were at Barns
Ness (3rd-17th) and Bilsdean (3rd-5th).
Skateraw/Dunbar Landfill (5th-9th) had two
Caspian Gulls, two Iceland Gulls and a Glaucous
Gull. A Ross’s Goose was near Bathgate
(3rd-9th). Green Sandpipers were at
Tyninghame (2nd) and Musselburgh (21st).
Black Redstarts were at Scoughall (7th) and
Aberlady (17th). A Black-necked Grebe was at
Musselburgh (3rd). A Black Guillemot was at
White Sands Bay (8th). A Corn Bunting sang at
Torness (24th-25th). Lothian’s third Olive-back
Pipit was at Seacliff (24th).

ABERLADY: Three Twite, two Little Egrets and
a Short-eared Owl were recorded (5th). A Snow
Bunting was seen (9th) and two Gadwall were
off Kilspindie (16th). A Tree Pipit (17th) and
Brambling (19th) were noted. Gullane Point
featured a Tree Pipit, Grasshopper Warbler,
Whitethroat and Ring Ouzel (20th). Three
Whimbrels (21st) a Lesser Whitethroat (24th)
and a Sedge Warbler (26th) were recorded.

BARNS NESS: A Common Tern was at Torness
(9th). A Redstart was at Skateraw (14th). A
Yellow Wagtail was at Torness (18th), with four
at Skateraw (24th) and a ‘Channel’ Wagtail at
Thorntonloch (19th-23rd). Thirteen Whimbrels
were at Barns Ness. Two Ravens were at
Whitesands Quarry (23rd).

MUSSELBURGH: Great Northern Divers were
seen (3rd & 7th). The scrapes held two
Whooper Swans and two Shovelers (5th), a
Ruff (13th) and 18 Black-tailed Godwits (18th).
Twelve Gadwall were at the Eskmouth (10th).
Early migrants included Redstart (14th),
Grasshopper Warbler (19th), Cuckoo (20th),
Whinchat (23rd), Swift (24th) and Garden
Warbler (27th).

TYNINGHAME: Two pale-bellied Brent Geese
were seen (2nd). Six Greenshanks, two Pintails,
two Shovelers, Gadwall, two Little Egrets, a
Black-tailed Godwit and Short-eared Owl were
noted (5th). Scoughall had a Long-eared Owl
(20th), Hooded Crow (21st) and two
Black-tailed Godwits (29th).

OTHER SITES: Snow Buntings were at Dunbar
(2nd) and on Carnethy Hill (24th). In
Edinburgh, a Short-eared Owl hunted over
Holyrood Park (3rd-8th), a Mandarin was at
Burdiehouse Burn (7th) and 10 Bramblings
were at Westerhailes (14th). Early migrants
included a Willow Warbler near East Linton
(1st), Ring Ouzel in the Pentlands (10th),
Cuckoo at Craigmillar Castle (20th), Sedge
Warbler at Duddingston Loch (25th) and
Garden Warbler at Cramond (27th).
Jim Nicholson (jpgnic@gmail.com)

MORAY
HIGHLIGHTS: A White-billed Diver was off
Burghead (2nd-29th), with one drifting west
past Lossiemouth (7th). Burghead logged an
Iceland Gull (22nd), Wheatear, Ringed Plover,
Velvet Scoter and Common Scoter. Findhorn
Bay had three Avocets (22nd), Pintail,
Red-breasted Merganser, Wheatear,
Pink-footed Goose, Great Crested Grebe,
Golden Plover, Black-tailed Godwit, Ringed
Plover, Whimbrel, Greenshank, Knot, Redshank,
Barnacle Goose, Short-eared Owl and Osprey.
A Crane flew over Buckie. An Iceland Gull was
at Hopeman pig farm throughout. Loch Spynie
had Jack Snipe, Gadwall, Sedge Warbler, Scaup
and Goldeneye. Lossiemouth recorded Great
Skua, Long-tailed Duck, Iceland Gull, Ringed
Plover and Purple Sandpiper. 
Yvonne Watson

ORKNEY
HIGHLIGHTS: There were 61 Great Northern
Divers off Hatston and 30 off Papay. The
White-billed Diver remained off Herston. Two
Black-throated Divers were off Hoxa and one
off North Ronaldsay. A Great Crested Grebe,
scarce here, was on the Loch of Skaill. A ‘blue’
Fulmar was at the Point of Buckquoy. Wildfowl
maxima included 20 Whooper Swans, 450
Pinkfeet, 14 White-fronted Geese, two Snow

Geese, 20 Barnacle Geese, a Garganey, 14
Pintails, 10 Scaup, four Common Scoters, four
Velvet Scoters, 350 Long-tailed Ducks, 697
Eiders and a Smew. Ospreys flew over Rousay
and Rendall. A Marsh Harrier was at Kirkwall
Airport. A White-tailed Eagle flew over
Stenness. There were reports of a Golden Eagle
from Hoy and Rousay. Wader maxima were 500
Golden Plovers, a Grey Plover, 100 Knot, 200
Sanderling, 86 Purple Sandpipers, three Ruff,
two Jack Snipe, two Woodcocks, 46 Black-tailed
Godwits, a Bar-tailed Godwit, 48 Whimbrels, a
Greenshank and Common Sandpiper. Great
Skua numbers increased and the first Arctic
Skuas arrived. Little Gulls were at Echnaloch
and the Ayre Loch, St. Mary’s. Two Iceland Gulls
were seen in the West Mainland, with a
Kumlien’s Gull on Papay. A Glaucous Gull was
in Rendall. A Cuckoo was at Nutland, Rendall.
Long-eared Owls were at Dale, Costa and in
Rendall. Ten White Wagtails were at the Peedie
Sea. North Ronaldsay maxima were two Tree
Pipits, a Grey Wagtail, 13 Dunnocks, 19 Robins,
two Black Redstarts, a Stonechat, 63
Wheatears, 31 Blackbirds, two Ring Ouzels, 21
Fieldfares, seven Song Thrushes, 29 Redwings,
three Mistle Thrushes, three Blackcaps, 26
Chiffchaffs, six Willow Warblers and 21
Goldcrests. Great Grey Shrikes were at
Muddisdale and on Shapinsay. A Nordic-race
Jackdaw was in Evie. Twelve Bramblings were at
feeders in Finstown. Siskins were at nine sites.
Fifty Twite were at Dale, Costa. Eight Redpolls
were in Finstown with singles in Rendall and
North Ronaldsay, and display at Muddisdale.
Eight Hawfinches were reported. One or two
Snow Buntings were at three localities.
Eric Meek

OUTER HEBRIDES
HIGHLIGHTS: The American Herring Gull was
on Barra (3rd-22nd). The Greenland Gyr Falcon
remained on North Uist (to 9th), with another
between Borve and Cross, Lewis (24th). A Black
Kite was near Luirbost, Lewis (25th-27th).

OTHER SITES: Green-winged Teal were at
Loch Stiapabhat (6th-7th) and at Loch a’ Roe,
Balranald (19th). A Ring-necked Duck was
south of Luirbost (4th). Two Surf Scoters were
in the Sound of Taransay (23rd). A Goosander
was at Loch Ordais (23rd). White-billed Divers
included one off Eoligarry throughout, and
three off Skigersta (4th). A Great White Egret
was on Loch nam Feithean (1st-17th). Three
Pomarine Skuas passed Aird an Runair (6th). A
Little Gull was off Balranald (2nd). Six Iceland
Gulls and 10 Glaucous Gulls were scattered
between Barra and the Butt of Lewis. Three
Sandwich Terns were on Barra (18th). Cuckoos
were at Lemerway and Ravenspoint (24th). A
Wryneck was in Bornish gardens (28th). A Black
Redstart was in South Glendale (25th).
Hundreds of Wheatears were on Barra (22nd).
Ring Ouzels were in South Glendale (22nd) and
at Ardmhor (24th). Grasshopper Warblers were
at Garrygall (21st), East Kilbride (27th) and
Brevig (30th). A Great Tit was at Eoropie
(14th-15th). A Brambling was in Barvas (9th). A
Hawfinch was in South Glendale (22nd-24th).
Steve Duffield  
(www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk)

PERTH AND KINROSS
HIGHLIGHTS: An American Wigeon was at
Port Allen (21st) and a Little Egret remained at
Loch Leven (up to 15th). A Gannet seen flying
north over Pitlochry (9th) was unusual. A
Yellow Wagtail was at Loch Leven (23rd).
Lingering wildfowl included two Whooper
Swans at Cairnie Pier (23rd) and 500

Pink-footed Geese at Blackford (27th).  Black 
Grouse were in good numbers at various sites 
with 27 near Amulree (15th). Three Ptarmigan 
were at Stuchd an Lochain (23rd). Ten 
Black-tailed Godwits were at Loch Leven (15th) 
with 14 at Port Allen (21st). Loch Leven saw the 
first returning Swift (29th) and Swallow (2nd). 
A House Martin was at Battleby (13th). A Tree 
Pipit was at Drummond Castle Woods (19th), 
Redstart at Gleneagles (16th), Wheatear at 
Loch Benachally (5th), Ring Ouzel at 
Dalnacardoch (15th) and a Whinchat near 
Blackford (21st). Loch Leven had the first Sedge 
Warbler (21st) and Willow Warbler (11th). A 
Grasshopper Warbler was at Pitroddie (10th).
Scott Paterson, Perth and Kinross County Bird 
Recorder (scottpaterson12@yahoo.co.uk)

TAYSIDE
HIGHLIGHTS: A Green Sandpiper was at 
Barry Mill (1st). Two Ospreys were at Balgavies 
and two Wheatears at Balintore (1st). Two 
Garganeys passed through Montrose Basin 
(2nd), with an Iceland Gull there (24th). Marsh 
Harriers, a Red Kite and Green-winged Teal 
were at Loch of Kinnordy (6th), with a Sedge 
Warblers (21st), Crane Kinnordy (22nd), Little 
Egret (23rd) and a Yellow Wagtail, two Little 
Ringed Plovers and two Marsh Harriers (28th). 
Ospreys were seen daily. Three Sandwich Terns 
were at East Haven (6th). A Black-throated 
Diver was on the Tay Estuary at Monifieth (8th). 
Fifty Little Gulls were at Monikie CP (11th). Two 
Little Ringed Plovers were at Murton Reserve 
(17th). Two Ring-necked Parakeets visited a 
Dundee garden (18th). Two Whimbrels passed 
through Craig Mill Burn (20th). A Little Egret 
was at Peel Farm (23rd). A Little Tern was at 
Glaxco (24th). A Red Kite was at 
Montreathmont Forest (24th). A Whinchat was 
at Back Water Reservoir (28th). A Lesser 
Whitethroat was at Riverside NP (29th).

LOCH OF KINNORDY: There were two Little 
Grebes, Teal, Black-tailed Godwit (11th), two 
House Martins, four Swallows, 28 Whooper 
Swans, two White Wagtails, and a Dunlin.

MONTROSE BASIN: Maxima included a 
Red-throated Diver, two Cormorants, 416 
Pinkfeet, 174 Shelducks, 20 Sandwich Terns, 272 
Wigeon, 12 Teal, 789 Eiders, 38 Goldeneyes, 
406 Oystercatchers, 95 Dunlin, Snipe, 86 
Black-tailed Godwits, 17 Bar-tailed Godwits, 335 
Curlews, 442 Redshanks, 37 Red-breasted 
Mergansers, 40 Pintails, two Goosanders, 12 
Guillemots and a Razorbill.

OTHER SITES: Barry Mill (2nd) had two 
Bullfinches and two Grey Wagtails. Barry 
Buddon (2nd) held Chiffchaffs, Sky Larks, 
Meadow Pipits and a Stonechat. Barry Loch had 
a Little Grebe, six Tufted Ducks and a 
Chiffchaff. Montreathmont Forest (3rd) held 
Siskin, Great Spotted Woodpecker and Green 
Woodpecker. Loch of Balgavies (6th) held three 
Ospreys, a Great Spotted Woodpecker, 
Chiffchaff, Sparrowhawk and Buzzard, plus a 
Blackcap (11th). Three Sandwich Terns passed 
West Haven (7th). Invergowrie Bay (7th) held 
14 Whooper Swans. Lunan Bay held six 
Sandwich Terns, a Velvet Scoter, 10 
Red-throated Divers, 10 Fulmars, seven 
Sanderling, four Eiders, three Kittiwakes, and 
two Long-tailed Ducks. Back Water Reservoir 
logged three Black Grouse. A Kingfisher was at 
Monikie Park (13th). Loch Lee (19th) had five 
Ring Ouzels and a Wheatear. Glen Esk (20th) 
had three Tree Pipits, three Ring Ouzels, two 
Common Sandpipers, and Mistle Thrush. 
Bob McCurley
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ADVANCED OPTICAL SYSTEMS.

VISIT US AT BIRDFAIR
MARQUEE 5, STANDS 23 - 27

ENDURANCE 12-36x50

DC | FMC | BAK-4 | Waterproof 

Ultra compact and lightweight available with  
straight or angled eyepiece, 12-36x50
£329.99

ENDURANCE ED 16-48x68

ED | DC | FMC | BAK-4 | Waterproof 

Range includes ED and non-ED versions, 
available in 16-48x68, 20-60x85
from £399.99

ENDURANCE ED 10x32

ED | FMC | BAK-4 | PC | Waterproof 

Top hinge binoculars available in 
8/10x32, 8/10x42, 10/12x50
from £169.99
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W
E ARE BLESSED IN this country with
some spectacular, beautiful, wonderful
birds. But how do our stars compare to
the best the rest of Planet Earth has to
offer? Here are 14 lovely British birds
and some of their loose counterparts
or equivalents (be it taxonomic or 
ecological) elsewhere in the World. 
Which are best? You decide!

WHITE-TAILED EAGLE V 

STELLER’S SEA EAGLE

The White-tailed Eagle is the classic flying barn door which
has wowed visitors to Scotland, especially the Hebridean 
Islands, since its reintroduction in the late 1970s. And what
an amazing, huge, impressive, gigantic bird it is, even bigger
and equally as impressive as the Golden Eagle.

Our champion bird of prey rightfully holds its place as a
meat- and fish-eating monster. That is until you see one 
alongside a Steller’s Sea Eagle in northern Japan, where the
two species overlap. The toucan-billed, pied brute dwarfs its
little cousin and smashes it with size, colour, power and 
shape. Even our greatest raptor is not able to compete against
the world’s most magnificent raptor.

BRITAIN Vs THE WORLD

SPECIES  
FACTFILE

 STELLER’S SEA EAGLE
Scientific name: 

Haliaeetus pelagicus

Length: 85-105cm

Wingspan: 195-250cm

UK distribution: N/A

World distribution: 
North-eastern Russia, 

wintering in northern Japan 
and Korean peninsula

SPECIES
FACTFILE

WHITE-TAILEDEAGLE
Scientific name:

Haliaeetus albicilla

Length: 76-92cm

Wingspan: 155-170cm

UK distribution: Northern
and western Scotland

World distribution:
Greenland, Iceland and

Europe to eastern Russia
and Japan

Tamron offer premium quality 

photographic lenses to suit most 

situations and most budgets.

The product range includes mega-

zoom portable lenses, with zoom 

ranges from 11x up to 18.8x, which are 

ideal for every-day use and travel. 

There are also specialist lenses such as 

macro, wide-angle and telephoto 

lenses including the high-performance 

150-600mm lens which is ideal for 

capturing wildlife, birds, travel 

destinations and exciting action shots, 

The lens includes VC (Vibration 

Compensation) for sharp images, even 

under low light conditions.

Visit tamron.co.uk for full details.
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WOODWARBLER V

BLACKBURNIANWARBLER

Arguably our prettiest warbler, the Wood Warbler balances leaf green
upperparts against silvery underparts, which match its silver sixpence voice.
The throat is washed with lemon, the long wing feathers delicately tipped in
white. But the (unrelated) American wood warblers, which are convergent in
shape and size and fill very similar niches, simply blow even our finest
warbler off its perch. Take the Blackburnian Warbler, for instance. The male’s
face and upperbreast are on fire, the belly yellow streaked with black, the
upperparts pied and crazy. And even if the Blackburnian is not your
favourite, there are dozens of equally fine American warblers to take its place.

SPECIES
FACTFILE

WOODWARBLER
Scientific name:

Phylloscopus sibilatrix

Length: 11-12.5cm

Wingspan: 22cm

UK distribution: Mainly
western UK in suitable woods

World distribution: Europe
east to central Russia

SPECIES
FACTFILE

BLACKBURNIAN
WARBLER

Scientific name:

Setophaga fusca

Length: 11-13cm

Wingspan: 20-22cm

UK distribution:
Three UK records

World distribution: Breeds in
north-east North America,

winters in northern
South America

SPONSORED BY
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BRITAIN Vs THE WORLD

�SPECIES  
FACTFILE

GREAT SPOTTED 
WOODPECKER
Scientific name: 

Dendrocopos major

Length: 23-26cm

Wingspan: 38-44cm

UK distribution:  
Throughout Great Britain and 

Inner Hebrides

World distribution: From 
Spain and North Africa to 
eastern Russia and Japan

SPECIES
FACTFILE

GREATER FLAMEBACK
Scientific name: 

Chrysocolaptes guttacristatus

Length: 28-34cm

Wingspan: 45-50cm

UK distribution: N/A

World distribution: Indian 
subcontinent east to southern 
China and Indonesian islands

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER V

GREATER FLAMEBACK

The woodpeckers are a spectacular and diverse family of birds,
of which only four species regularly occur in the UK. Arguably
the most attractive of these is the Great Spotted Woodpecker,
which combines great blocks and spots of white on black with
splashes of rich, bright red. However, as already stated, the
world is awash with wonderful woodpeckers, so our humble
beauties have a tough job competing. Even close to home, the
giant Black Woodpecker is quite a beast, as are such giants as
the Pileated and Lineated Woodpeckers of the Americas. Or,
take the southern Asian Greater Flameback; it is hard, no
impossible, to compete. One is Great, the other Greater!
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SPONSORED BY

TAMRONSPAF70-300MM
F/4-5.6DI VCUSD
With a focal length range from 70mm 

to 300mm, this lens features an XLD 

lens element delivering outstanding 

image resolution plus a USD 

mechanism that delivers fast focusing, 

making it a perfect telephoto zoom 

choice for photographing birds, sports, 

racing, or other fast-moving subjects. 

The lens also boasts Tamron’s VC 

(Vibration Compensation) image 

stabilisation to assist in hand-held 

photography, not only at long focal 

length ranges, where blurring is 

common, but also under low-lit 

conditions, dramatically enhancing 

photographic freedom.

SPECIES  
FACTFILE

SUPERB STARLING
Scientific name: 

Lamprotornis superbus

Length: 18-19cm

Wingspan: 30-42cm

UK distribution: N/A

World distribution:  
East Africa

STARLING V 

SUPERB 

STARLING

Glossy, iridescent, spotty and 
showing a great mastery of 
song including exquisite 
mimicry, our very own 
Starling may be a bully at  
the bird table, but it’s  
a beautiful, characterful one. 
But it comes from a family, 
which, like the woodpeckers, 
is full of crackers. There are 

plenty of ‘dull’ 
starling species, 
too, but one or 
two which put 
our familiar, 
subtly beautiful 
species into the 
shade. Most 
gaudy of the lot 
is probably the 
Superb Starling 
of East Africa, 
which combines 
blue, greens, 
golden chestnut 
and white to 
magnificent 
effect.

�SPECIES  
FACTFILE

STARLING
Scientific name:

Sturnus vulgaris

Length: 19-22cm

Wingspan:  
31-44cm

UK distribution:  
Throughout UK

World distribution: Eurasia 
east to India and western 
China and introduced in 

North America, South Africa, 
Australia and New Zealand
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SPECIES
FACTFILE

COOT
Scientific name:

Fulica atra

Length: 36-42cm

Wingspan: 70-80cm

UKdistribution:

Throughout UK

Worlddistribution:Eurasia
plus Australia and New

Zealand and parts of Africa

SPECIES
FACTFILE

TAKAHE
Scientific name:

Porphyrio hochstetteri

Length:63xcm

Wingspan:90cm (but
flightless)

UKdistribution:N/A

Worlddistribution:
Murchison Mountains, New
Zealand plus translocated to

some offshore islands

COOT V TAKAHE

One of the first birds many children learn to
identify is the Coot. Or is it a Moorhen? One has a
white shield and bill, and one a red shield and bill
with a yellow tip… There are several coots around
the world, following the same basic pattern. They
are related to the other ‘gallinules’ including the
large, colourful Purple Gallinule, or Purple
Swamphen (to give it perhaps its more appropriate
name) which in various species, or subspecies if
you prefer, is spread across the world, even as far
as New Zealand, where it
is known as the Pukeko.
Also in New Zealand,
though, is the giant,
flightless equivalent, the
Takahe. This huge
gallinule (which dwarfs
even the Pukeko) was
thought to be extinct in
Queen Victoria’s reign but
was rediscovered on South
Island in 1948 and now
has a heavily threatened
population of a few
hundred birds.
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GREAT TIT V VARIED TIT

Big, bright and cheery, our British Great Tit is a
colourful character. It belongs to a very widely
distributed species, which stretches as far east as
Japan. Our birds are part of the Parus major
complex, which includes the largest, and most
colourful forms. Most eastern birds, which some
authorities split into different species (rather than
simply subspecies) are much more toned down in
their tones, white greyer plumage, where ours are
green and yellow. However, there are some pretty
special tits out there, representing the rest of the
world, including, for example, the lovely, chestnut-
bellied Varied Tit of eastern Asia. Please decide for
yourself which is best.

SPECIES
FACTFILE

GREATTIT
Scientific name:

Parus major

Length: 13.5-15cm

Wingspan: 22-25cm

UK distribution: UK apart
from northern Outer

Hebrides and Northern Isles

World distribution: Eurasia
from UK to Japan and

Indonesia (depending on
taxonomy followed)
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SPECIES  
FACTFILE

VARIED TIT
Scientific name:

Sittiparus varius

Length: 12-14cm

Wingspan: 22cm

UK distribution: N/A

World distribution: Eastern 
Asia including Japan, Korea 

and Taiwan
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SPECIES  
FACTFILE

WANDERING 
ALBATROSS

Scientific name:

ww exulans

Length: 107-135cm

Wingspan:251-350cm

UK distribution: N/A

World distribution: 
Circumpolar range in  

Southern Ocean

RINGED PLOVER V WRYBILL

While we have humble (but pretty) Ringed Plovers 
on our beaches, in the braided rivers of the glacial 
valleys of New Zealand is a small plover, which at 
first glance looks similar. The Wrybill, however is 
the only bird which has both mandibles bent to 
one side (which is always the right, incidentally!). 

SPECIES  
FACTFILE

RINGED PLOVER
Scientific name:

Charadrius hiaticula

Length: 17-19.5cm

Wingspan: 35-41cm

UK distribution: Largely 
coastal nesting on beaches all 
round UK coasts, also inland 

at some sites

World distribution: Across 
whole of northern Eurasia and 
Arctic north-eastern Canada

Ringed Plover

Wandering Albatross



SPONSORED BY

TAMRON 16-300MM 
F/3.5-6.3 DI II VC PZD MACRO
Tamron’s high-performance, high-power zoom lens 

delivers focal lengths extending from an 

unprecedented 16mm at the wide-angle end up to a 

long-range telephoto 300mm. This extremely 

versatile megazoom lens for digital reflex cameras 

with an APS-C sensor even allows you to take macro 

photos, thanks to its short focusing distance of only 

39cm. In addition, it contains the latest technology 

from the optical industry such as newly developed 

aspheric elements and multi-coated lenses to enable 

 h  i  d i  i   d i  

SPECIES  
FACTFILE

WRYBILL
Scientific name:

Narhynchus frontalis

Length: 20-21cm

Wingspan: 50cm

UK distribution: N/A

World distribution: Endemic 
to New Zealand

MANX SHEARWATER V WANDERING ALBATROSS

Some people consider the Fulmar the closest thing we have to an albatross in the UK. However, in many
ways, the Manx Shearwater fits the bill better. Part of the reason is that they are great travellers, covering
vast distances over the ocean between their British breeding grounds and their wintering grounds off the
coasts of South America or South Africa. 

However, the Wandering Albatross itself is in a totally different league in the rankings of great birds of
the world. With a wingspan of more than 3m, we are talking about a modern monster. They spend so
much time in flight, that one bird was found to have travelled 6,000km in just 12 days.
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�SPECIES  
FACTFILE

MANX SHEARWATER
Scientific name:

Puffinus puffinus

Length: 30-35cm

Wingspan: 71-83cm

UK distribution: Breeds 
mainly on islands off the west 

and north of the UK

World distribution: North 
Atlantic breeding colonies 

south to Canaries and 
Madeira. Recently colonised 

north-eastern North America

Manx Shearwaters  
with a Fin Whale
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NUTHATCH V WALLCREEPER

Our Nuthatch is a brilliant bird. The only one of our 
birds which habitually travels head-first down trees 
and branches, it is full of spirit and character. But it 
and all the other essentially similar nuthatch species 
in the world are not Wallcreepers! The Wallcreeper 
shuns tree trunks in favour of steep rocky surfaces, 
often in high mountain areas. This is good for a 
starter, but what makes the Wallcreeper such a 
desirable bird for birdwatchers are those wings. 
Constantly flicked and flashed as if we are looking 
at a giant insect, these absurdly broad, rounded 
wings are liberally splashed with outrageous
crimson with white spots. Wonderful! Wallcreepers 
even have a weird whistled song, which has been 
compared to the swanee-whistled notes of the
Clangers, which perfectly match their echoing cliffs.

SPECIES
FACTFILE

WALLCREEPER
Scientific name:

Tichodroma muraria

Length: 15.5-17cm

Wingspan: 30–35cm

UKdistribution:
Ten UK records

Worlddistribution:Southern
Europe with disjointed
distribution across high
altitude areas of east to

eastern China

SPECIES
FACTFILE

NUTHATCH
Scientific name:

Sitta europaea

Length: 14cm

Wingspan:22.5-27cm

UKdistribution:Throughout 
England and Wales

Worlddistribution:Across 
Eurasia from Spain to Japan
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�SPECIES  
FACTFILE

GOLDCREST
Scientific name:

Regulus regulus

Length: 8.5-9.5cm

Wingspan: 13.5-15.5cm

UK distribution:  
Throughout UK

World distribution: Breeds 
from eastern Europe east to 

eastern Russia and  
northern Japan

GOLDCREST V

BEE HUMMINGBIRD

The UK’s smallest bird is the
Goldcrest. It is charming, pretty,
perky and lovely, offering subtle 
green tones and that thin strip of 
golden delight on the crown. It is 
always amazing to see such a tiny 
bird. Almost as small, but winning 
in the looks stakes, is the Firecrest, 
which compared to the ubiquitous 
and surprisingly common Goldcrest 
is quite a rare British breeding bird. 
But the Cuban endemic Bee 
Hummingbird takes smallness to 
almost impossible levels, measuring 
just 6cm (which includes a long 
bill!) and weighing only 2g. It is 
quite a pretty, iridescent green and 
red hummingbird,
though not in the
same realm of 
fanciness as the 
Marvellous 
Spatuletail, Sword-
billed Hummingbird
or the Bearded 
Helmetcrest. But the
Bee Hummingbird is
all about size (or lack
of it), at which it 
easily defeats our
diminutive kinglet.

SPECIES  
FACTFILE

BEE HUMMINGBIRD
Scientific name:

Mellisuga helenae

Length: 5-6cm

Wingspan: 3.25cm

UK distribution: N/A

World distribution:  
Cuban archipelago
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TAWNY OWL V 
BLAKISTON’S FISH OWL

Everyone loves the Tawny Owl, with its wavering
hoots and handsome, rounded rusty plumage; the
epitome of what an owl should be. But there are
some great owls in the world, including the Snowy
Owl, the Eagle Owl and the Great Grey Owl. The
Snowy Owl uses a combination of snow white 
plumage, giant size and piercing, oval, almost 
human yellow eyes. The Eagle Owl is a deep 
hooting, deer-hunting beast of an owl, with ear
tufts to die for. The Great Grey Owl has size on its
side, and a face that looks like it has been cut 
straight from one of the trunks of its forest habitat,
growth rings and all. But king of all the owls is
the rare Blakiston’s Fish Owl. This enormous 
fish-eating bird of the northern Far East (most 
readily seen, at least by British birdwatchers, at a
few sites in Hokkaido, northern Japan) is 
considerably heavier than European Eagle Owl
(a big female weighing up to 4.6kg), with a huge
190cm wingspan. If it weren’t a fish specialist, it
would have our humble Tawny Owl for breakfast.

BRITAIN Vs THE WORLD
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SPECIES  
FACTFILE

BLAKISTON’S FISH OWL
Scientific name:

Bubo blakistoni

Length: 60-72cm

Wingspan: 178-190cm

UK distribution: N/A

World distribution: Eastern 
Russia and China and 

Hokkaido, Japan

�SPECIES  
FACTFILE

TAWNY OWL
Scientific name:

Strix aluco

Length:  37-46cm

Wingspan:  81-105cm

UK distribution: Great 
Britain, but not Ireland, Outer 

Hebrides or Northern Isles

World distribution: North 
Africa and Europe east to 

mid-Russia

TAMRON SP 150-600MM
F/5-6.3 DI VC USD
An ultra-telephoto zoom lens featuring VC 

(Vibration Compensation) image stabilisation, 

speedy, precise USD (Ultrasonic Silent Drive) and 

state-of-the-art eBAND Coating which significantly 

reduces the unwanted light reflections that cause 

flare and ghosting, and, in addition a sophisticated 

and stylish new external finish.

Its 4x ultra-telephoto zoom capabilities, with a 

focal length range from 150mm to 600mm, enhance 

the creative potential of telephoto photography   
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TURTLE DOVE V  

SPINIFEX PIGEON
Pigeons get a bad press. They have a reputation for 
frumpiness, which is slightly unfair even based on 
our small gang of grey and beige species. Sure the 
Collared Dove is at the subtle end of beauty, but 
there are gorgeous splashes of iridescence on the 
necks of Woodpigeons and Stock Doves, which we 
should not ignore. And our prettiest pigeon, the 
Turtle Dove is a revered beauty, delicately marked 
and with a purring song so redolent of sleepy 
summer afternoons. Head to the outer world, 
though, and pigeons and doves achieve levels of 
beauty unimagined in western Europe. Australia 
has a host of great looking doves and pigeons,
with the little crested, stripy Spinifex Pigeon of the
hot interior perhaps taking the prize.
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SPECIES
FACTFILE

SPINIFEXPIGEON
Scientific name:

Geophaps plumifera

Length: 20.5-22.5cm

Wingspan: 30-35cm

UK distribution: N/A

World distribution: Endemic
to Australia, particularly the

arid and semi-arid areas
of the centre

SPECIES
FACTFILE

TURTLEDOVE
Scientific name:

Streptopelia turtur

Length: 24-29cm

Wingspan: 47-55cm

UK distribution: Mainly
southern and eastern

Great Britain

World distribution: Europe
and the Middle East including

Turkey, plus North Africa
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PUFFIN V TUFTED PUFFIN

One of the most renowned and popular of all 
British birds is the instantly recognisable Puffin,
which requires no description. Just look at it, it is
lovely. However, don’t tell its Atlantic cousins, in
the Pacific, there is an even better looking, more
outlandish, more spectacular puffin. I am not 
really talking about the Horned Puffin, which 
looks like a child’s bad drawing of our Puffin, with
the colours slightly wrong, and extra black horns
above the eyes, to make it look frankly sinister.
No, surely the world’s ‘best’ Puffin is the jet 
black-bodied, white-faced Tufted Puffin. It has 
wonderful plumes of yellow, and a clown-fish 
orange-and-white striped bill. It is, arguably, the
best looking seabird on the planet!

SPECIES  
FACTFILE

TUFTED PUFFIN
Scientific name:

Fratercula cirrhata

Length: 35-38cm

Wingspan: 63.5cm

UK distribution: One record,
Kent, 2009

World distribution: North
Pacific Ocean

�SPECIES  
FACTFILE

PUFFIN
Scientific name:

Fratercula arctica

Length: 28-30cm

Wingspan: 47-63cm

UK distribution: Mainly 
western and northern high 
cliffs, also eastern Scotland 

and north-east England

World distribution: Breeds
at suitable locations in North
Atlantic, including Iceland,

Scandinavia western
Greenland and
eastern Canada
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KINGFISHER V 

BELTED KINGFISHER

Kingfishers are renowned the world 
over for their beauty. Some are huge, 
like the Australian kookaburras, 
others have splashes of all kinds of 
colours. But our little species (which 
is very widely distributed from the UK 
to Japan and even east of the islands 
off New Guinea), is arguably the 
loveliest of them all. It knocks the 
socks off the large, blue and chestnut 
marked Belted Kingfisher of North 
America, for example. Our Kingfisher 
is surely one species, which, at least 
for its type, rules the world.

SPECIES  
FACTFILE

BELTED KINGFISHER
Scientific name:

Megaceryle alcyon

Length: 28-35cm

Wingspan: 48-58cm

UK distribution: Three
records (1908, 1979, 2005)

World distribution:
North America
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KINGFISHER
Scientific name:

Alcedo atthis

Length: 16cm

Wingspan: 25cm

UK distribution: 
Thoroughout UK except 

northern and north-western 
Scotland and Scottish islands

World distribution: Eurasia 
to Japan plus Indonesian and 

some south-west  
Pacific islands
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Lens: SP 150-600mm. 

Focal length: 600mm  

Exposure: 11/320 sec  f/8  ISO 3200

Photographer: Eddie Telford - Ayr Photographic Society

For Canon, Nikon and Sony*

*The Sony mount does not include the VC image stabilizer

Di: For APS-C format and

full-frame DSLR cameras

BUILT TO IMPRESS 

www.tamron.co.uk

The Tamron range of SP (Super Performance) interchangeab

lenses for DSLR cameras use the finest materials and

state-of-the-art technology.

They are designed for photographers that demand the

very best image resolution, speedy and accurate autofocus

response and include VC (Vibration Compensation) for

sharp images, even under low light conditions.

SP lenses made for ultimate qualit

SP 24-70mm
F/2.8 Di VC USD

SP 90mm
F/2.8 MACRO VC

SP 150-600mm
F/5-6.3 Di VC USD

SP 70-200mm
F/2.8 Di VC USD

SP 15-30mm
F/2.8 Di VC USD


