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because they are so safe to use”
Security is a subject never far from the mind of anybody 
who uses a Mac. Part of the reason we love Macs is 
because they are so safe to use. OS X has a well 
earned reputation for safeguarding its users, especially 
when you compare it to Windows. Your Mac is not 
invincible straight out of its box, though, and this 
month’s 101 ways to secure your Mac cover feature 
shows you everything you need to do to create 
unbreakable passwords, encrypt sensitive data and 
stay safe online. The feature is essential reading for 
anyone concerned with Mac security.

We’ve been inspired by Apple’s Start Something 
New campaign this month – the result of which is 

our Amazing creative projects feature that will help 
you learn a brand-new creative skill today with great 

tutorials and plenty of professional advice.
This issue is packed with over 60 pages of tutorials, 

including guides to Apple’s new Music Memos app 
and GarageBand for iOS’s exciting new update. Enjoy! 

Philip Morris Editor
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iPhone 7: Five reasons 
why we’re excited

The iPhone 7 might not be pencilled 
in for release until September this 
year, but that doesn’t mean we 
shouldn’t be excited about its arrival. 

It is, after all, a full version upgrade and one 
that won’t be dismissed as incremental. The 
rumour mill is already in full swing as to what 
we can expect to see, updating on a daily basis 
with credible stories as well as the downright 
ridiculous. Is Apple really going to get rid of the 
3.5mm headphone jack? Will there be a new 
style of camera onboard? Will it look different? 
We can’t be 100% sure at this stage, but here’s a 
rundown of why we’re excited anyway.

It’ll be controversial

1 The one thing you can guarantee with 
an iPhone launch is it’ll be controversial. 
New handsets are almost never universally 

popular, and the iPhone 7 won’t be any different. 
Apple looks set to ditch the 3.5mm headphone 
jack, which has been present since the original 
iPhone was launched in 2007, in favour of using 
the device’s Lightning port as all-in-one output 
source. This has a huge knock-on effect for which 
accessories you’ll be able to use. You won’t, for 
example, be able to charge your iPhone 7 and 
listen to music at the same time. Unless you 
own a pair of Bluetooth headphones, of course. 
Apple will ship each new iPhone with a new 
pair of Lightning-compatible EarPods, and you 
will be able to buy a small adapter that enables 
you to use those B&O headphones we told you 
to buy for £300. It might cost you £35 like the 
current Lightning to 30-pin Adapter, though. The 
good news? Your iPhone should be about 1mm 
slimmer, and it might even have a second stereo 
speaker in that empty space.

A fresh design

2 Every new iteration of iPhone comes with a 
design revamp. As we’ve already touched 
on, the lack of a headphone jack will make 

space for a thinner iPhone shell. We wouldn’t 
be surprised to see design cues taken from last 
year’s iPod touch. Advances in the technology 
that is packed inside a smartphone will free up 
more space, but just don’t go expecting a bigger 
battery. What we are expecting is for two design 
eyesores to disappear into the annuals of time: 
the protruding camera and the butt-ugly antenna 
strip band on the rear. That obviously means 
that the camera and flash will sit flush to the rear 
of the iPhone 7, and apart from the usual Apple 
branding, will be the only component visible on 
the rear. Overall, it’ll look pretty similar to the 
iPhone 6s line-up. Expect 4.7-inch and 5.5-inch 
units as has become the norm.

#Trending

Will Apple’s tenth generation of iPhone be worth upgrading to?

“The new 
camera looks 

set to effortlessly 
reach DSLR 

levels of quality”

6



Facebook
iCreateMagazine

Twitter
@iCreateMagazine

Web
icreatemagazine.com

Email
icreate@imagine-publishing.co.uk

7

Could we be 
seeing the end of the 

3.5mm headphone jack?

We expect the back 
antenna bands to 
disappear and the 
camera to sit flush

And 5 things 
we don’t 
expect to see
There is no smoke without 
fire, but don’t expect these 
rumours to be real yet
A bigger battery
Surely battery cell technology has come along 
enough to support whole-week battery life? Sadly 
not. The iPhone 7 will have more powerful internals, 
which will result in your standard overnight charge. 

AMOLED display
Apple is known to be set on using AMOLED 
displays in future iPhone generations, but the 
iPhone 7 will still be home to the brilliant TFT-LCD-
powered Retina displays.

More storage
Could we see a 256GB iPhone 7? We don’t think 
so. A 256GB option isn’t even available to iPad Pro 
users, so we can’t see Apple unveiling it any time 
soon. It would cost a small fortune, too!

Wireless charging
We’ve no doubt that this is something Apple is 
working on in its secret labs, especially with the 
upcoming over-reliance on just one output port, but 
this might have to wait for 
iPhone 8.

Beats headphones
If there’s going to be no 
headphone jack that means 
Apple is going to ship all 
new iPhones with a pair 
of cutting-edge Bluetooth 
Beats headphones. Not 
quite. There will be 
new EarPods, 
though.

this might have to wait for 

Beats headphones
If there’s going to be no 
headphone jack that means 
Apple is going to ship all 
new iPhones with a pair 
of cutting-edge Bluetooth 
Beats headphones. Not 
quite. There will be 

Powerful technology

3 It’s not just the outside that gets a fresh 
lick of aluminium, either. Every new iPhone 
is the fastest, most powerful smartphone 

yet. That’s in no small part thanks to the next-
generation chips that power each iPhone. The 
current A9 and M9 chips will be replaced with, 
you guessed it, an A10 (or how about AX) chip 
guaranteed to vastly improve CPU and GPU 
performance. This will be the first generation 
of chips manufactured solely by TSMC, who 
has previously shared responsibilities with, 
of all companies, Samsung. TSMC has been 

granted sole rights thanks to its 10-nanometer 
manufacturing process and more advanced 
device packing technologies. There are rumours 
flying around that the iPhone 7 Plus will have more 
onboard memory compared to its little brother, 
but the way iOS 9 is optimised to work should 
mean that Apple doesn’t actually need to do that. 

DSLR-standard camera

4One of the iPhone’s biggest selling points 
remains its gorgeous camera. Apple has 
worked tirelessly to improve its camera 

components and software, vociferously playing 
little attention to Android’s megapixel war. 

iPhone 7 will be no different. Don’t expect more iPhone 7 will be no different. Don’t expect more 
megapixels necessarily, but the new camera looks megapixels necessarily, but the new camera looks 
set to be a dual-lens shooter that will effortlessly set to be a dual-lens shooter that will effortlessly 
reach DSLR levels of quality. This means 2-3x reach DSLR levels of quality. This means 2-3x 
optical zoom, improved low-light performance and 
even more joy for amateur photographers. Certain 
features could be saved solely for the 7 Plus 
model; after all, the 6s Plus enjoys the monopoly 
on the Optical Image Stabilisation tool.

It’ll be the best iPhone ever

5We know we’re biased, but Apple keeps 
making its iPhones better and better. 
Excitement is always more pronounced 

when the cycle gets a full upgrade, even though 
the 6s brought so many cool new features. 
Among the controversial moves will be a brilliant 
smartphone, and one we can’t wait to get our 
hands on. If your two-year contract is up in 
September, you’re in for a treat.

Apple lovers all over the world will have to wait 
until September to get their hands on iPhone 7
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#Trending

Things we learned 
this month

Now you can dictate 
your Apple ID details

The Apple TV 4 is getting 
cleverer by the day; now you 
can even start to have a chat 

with it. The Apple TV Remote has already had 
Siri built into it but now the latest version of 
tvOS enables you to dictate your username 
and password to the device. 

This will put an end to the long and arduous 
process of inputting long usernames and 
passwords into the TV every time you want 

to make a purchase, making the entire 
experience much quicker. The previous 
update added Bluetooth keyboard support 
to the fourth-generation Apple TV, but if 
you don’t want to fork out for a separate 
keyboard, you are still able to race through the 
authorisation process. Just make sure you’re 
not in earshot of anyone who you don’t want 
to know your Apple ID password, and you 
should be absolutely fine.
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Third-party repairs cause 
the Error 53 message iOS 9

The Error 53 issue plaguing iPhone 6 users 
is due to third-party repairs proving 
incompatible with Touch ID. Reports have 
been flooding in about iPhones flashing up 

an error message after being updated following a repair 
at a non-Apple outlet. Apple says this happens when 
the pairing between the Touch ID fingerprint reader and 
secure fingerprint holder fails, meaning it can no longer 
verify the user’s fingerprint. The upshot? Screen repairs 
need to be performed at an Apple Store. 

Facebook can cost you 
15 per cent battery a day
Facebook

The mere presence of the Facebook app 
could cost the average iPhone user 15 per 
cent battery over the course of a day. 
However, if you continue to use Facebook 

as normal via the website, you will save a sizeable 
chunk of battery because the app will no longer be 
draining power by constantly working away in the 
background. Facebook also takes up a vast amount of 
storage space, as much as 500MB, in cached data, so 
you may well find your iPhone running faster as well.

Facebook
iCreateMagazine

Twitter
@iCreateMagazine

Web
icreatemagazine.com

Email
icreate@imagine-publishing.co.uk

“Live Photos sent via iMessage on your Mac 
will play as on an iOS device, so users can see 
the second before and after a shot was taken”

“The latest 
version of tvOS 

enables you 
to dictate your 
username and 

password”

Password-protect 
your doodles Notes

Notes has a another update coming when 
OS X 10.1.4 lands, with the ability to 
password-protect your documents. You will 
need iOS 9.3 on your iPhone or iPad in 

order to sync with iCloud but once you are fully up to 
date, each individual note can be hidden behind a 
password. This will make your entries much more 
secure on all platforms, preventing anyone who has 
access to any of your iDevices from snooping and 
reading your potentially private and personal entries.

You can view Live Photos 
in Messages Messages

The latest update to El Capitan has brought 
full Live Photos functionality to iMesssage 
on the Mac. When the service was initially 
brought to OS X, Live Photos could only be 

viewed as a series of stills. However, Apple technicians 
have been working on it and now a set of Live Photos 
sent via iMessage on your Mac will play just as it would 
on your iOS device, so users can see the all-important 
second before and after a shot was taken. If this takes 
your fancy, update your Mac in the App Store in order 
to gain access to this feature.
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1 Access Safari Settings
Tap the Settings icon on your iPad and 
then scroll down the list of sub-menus 
until you reach Safari. Tap on that to see 
your browsing options. 

1 Enter Messages
Tap on the Settings icon on your 
iPhone’s home screen and scroll down 
the list until your see the Messages sub-
menu. Tap on that. 

1 Safari preferences
Load up Safari and click on the name 
of the program at the top of the screen. 
Select Preferences from the drop-down 
menu that appears.

2 Warning message
Tap the slider on Fraudulent Website 
Warning to enable a notification if Safari 
recognises a website as one with a 
reputation for phishing.

2 Disable read receipts
If you don’t want people to see when 
you’ve read a message from them, tap 
the slider next to Send Read Receipts so 
it turns from green to grey.

2 Enter Privacy Settings
A new window will load up once you’ve 
clicked on Preferences. Find the Privacy 
menu along the top row of menu options 
and click on it. 

3 Block cookies
Tap on the Cookies and Website Data 
sub-menu and choose an option from 
the list. Select Always Block if you never 
want cookies to track you.

3 Filter unknown senders
If you get a lot of messages from people 
not in your contacts list, tap the slider 
next to Filter Unknown Senders to keep 
these messages separate. 

3 Prevent website tracking
Tick the box marked Website Tracking. 
Now any website you visit via the Safari 
browser will not be allowed to store your 
movements or usage. 

You have a lot of 
private and 
important data, 

documents and photos on 
your iPad that you’d probably 
like to keep away from 
phishers. Here is how to 
keep out of danger while 
browsing Safari on your iPad. 

Even though so 
much of your data 
is out there, every 

little thing you can do to limit 
what is freely available 
makes a difference. Here is 
how to prevent websites from 
tracking your activities when 
browsing the web.

2  Browse 
Safari safely

3  Stop websites 
tracking you

iMessage is a great 
service. It’s fast, 
reliable and doesn’t 

run the risk of your 
communications going to 
Facebook – a concern with 
WhatsApp. However, there 
are ways to be a little more 
private when using it.

1  Protect your 
iMessage privacy

Privacy is an extremely hot issue at all times but luckily there is a whole 
host of things you can do to keep everything safe and secure on your 
various iDevices. From preventing websites tracking your browsing to 
avoiding phishing attacks, these five-minute projects may prove crucial 
in ensuring your safety when using your mobile, tablet and Mac. Give 
them a quick try and your data, messages and browsing habits will be 
that little bit more secure.

MINUTE PROJECTS
TO TRY TODAY

3
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Incredible Creative Tools
Whether you need to pull a key, track objects, retouch images, animate titles, 
or create amazing 3D particle e�ects, Fusion has the creative tools you need! 
You get a true 3D workspace, the ability to import 3D models and scenes 
from software like Maya and 3ds Max, along with hundreds of tools for 
compositing, paint, animation and more!

Scaleable Studio Power
Fusion’s GPU acceleration gives instant feedback while you work, so you 
spend more time being creative and less time waiting! Fusion 8 Studio also 
includes optical flow and stereoscopic 3D tools, along with unlimited free 
network rendering and tools to manage multi user workflows, track assets, 
assign tasks, review and approve shots, and more!

For over 25 years Fusion has been used to create visual e�ects on 
thousands of blockbuster films, TV shows and commercials. Fusion features 
an easy to use and powerful node based interface, a massive tool set, true 
3D workspace and GPU accelerated performance all in a single application! 
Now with Fusion 8 you can use the same powerful software to create your 
own blockbuster e�ects!

Hollywood’s Secret Weapon
Fusion has been used to create groundbreaking visual e�ects and motion 
graphics for Hollywood films such as The Martian, Thor and The Hunger 
Games, as well as on hit television shows like Orphan Black, Breaking Bad, 
Grimm and Battlestar Galactica! If you’ve ever gone to the movies or 
watched television, then you’ve seen Fusion in action!  

Work Faster with Nodes
Fusion uses nodes to represent e�ects and filters that can be connected 
together to easily build up larger and more sophisticated visual e�ects! 
Nodes are organized like a flow chart so you can easily visualize complex 
scenes. Clicking on a node lets you quickly make adjustments, without 
having to hunt through layers on a timeline! www.blackmagicdesign.com/uk

For Mac OS X and Windows 

For Mac OS X and Windows 

FUSION � .................................................................................................Free Download

FUSION � STUDIO ...............................................................................................£705*

NEW FUSION 8
The world’s most advanced visual e� ects and motion graphics software!

*SRP is Exclusive of VAT. 
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We all know that Apple is super-serious about privacy 
and security, so much so that it’s willing to take on the US 
Government in order to keep your info under lock and key. 
Macs are also incredibly virus-resistant but that doesn’t 
mean you can just relax. Goldfinger, Mission Impossible 

and Ocean’s Eleven have all shown us 
that even the most secure locations aren’t 
impenetrable, so we’ve gathered together 
over 101 expert tips, tricks, secrets and 
apps to make sure that your Mac is locked 
up tighter than Harry Houdini’s piggy bank.

When you think about computer safety 
your mind probably heads directly to viruses and rightly so, because 
they are certainly the most frustrating things to deal with. But there are 
many other things to consider. Hackers are always a step ahead of the 
curve and everything from your home network to a public Wi-Fi zone 

can be manipulated in a multitude of ways, displaying all your important 
information, passwords and accounts to the hackers. However, it is almost 
as easy to keep your information safe as it is to steal it, so as long as you’re 
clued up you ought to have nothing to fear. 

Whether it’s something you have to do yourself, like backing up your files; 
something your Mac does automatically, like 
Find My Mac; or just things to look out for 
while surfing the web or downloading music, 
there are dozens of ways to keep your data 
safe, no matter what the emergency. We’ve 
got everything covered from making sure 
your Gatekeeper settings are keeping watch 

over incoming apps to literally locking your Mac down when you’re out and 
about. Macs aren’t cheap and they hold a lot of your life so these 101 quick 
tips, tutorials and knowledge hits could save you an awful lot of bother, 
stress and expense in the long run. 

Keep your Mac safe from snoopers, 

hackers, thieves and viruses 

and Ocean’s Eleven

“There are dozens of ways 
to keep your data safe, no 

matter what the emergency”

12



Safety first

3
Security settings 
are automatically 
locked so people 

can’t quickly change them. 
Protect them further by 
setting a password to 
unlock them. 

Starts with you

4
You can make 
your Mac as 
secure as you 

want. Some people want it 
locked down tight, while 
others want more freedom. 
It’s your choice. 

No back door

5
Apple has refused 
to add a back 
door into its 

products meaning that if 
you forget your password, 
Apple can’t really help you 
out. So keep them secure! 

Security settings

2
To locate your 
Mac’s security 
settings, tap on 

the Apple logo in the top 
left-hand corner. Select 
System Preferences and 
then Security & Privacy.

Security settings

2
To locate your 
Mac’s security 
settings, tap on 

13

Although Macs are traditionally safe from viruses, OS X topped a list of the 
most vulnerable operating systems in 2015 with double that of Windows 8.1.1



Safeguard your home
Don’t leave yourself vulnerable to a home attack

You might think you’re totally safe when using your Mac at home 
but there are loads of incidences where you will definitely need to 
beef up your security, especially if you are in a shared property. 
Luckily we’re on hand to help you out. Follow the essential tips over 
the next two pages to stay safe.

5 essential 
password tips

7
Use at least 12 characters in your 
password so that someone trying 
to crack it through computerised 

brute force will have to spend a long time 
working through all the options. 

8
Mix and match letters, numbers 
and symbols. Come up with a 
memorable sentence that 

contains both and turn it into a mnemonic 
to help you remember it. 

9
Try to avoid using any actual 
dictionary words, though. It’s far 
more secure to instead go for 

random letters or a mixture of several 
random words.
 

10
Don’t just tack a number one to 
the end of your usual password 
because this is incredibly 

common. Slip your numbers and symbols 
in the middle.

11
Mix up your passwords. We know 
it’s difficult but try and have a 
different one for each account to 

prevent a hacker being able to gain access 
to everything. 

1 Open Keychain
Click on the Finder icon to open a new window. Click 
on Applications and scroll down to Utilities. Hit that 
and finally double-click on Keychain access.

2 Create a password
Click on the plus sign to create a new password. 
Type in the name of the account you’re creating it for 
then type a difficult-to-guess password.

3 Add password
Press the green Add button and that password 
will be added to your Safari Keychain. It will then 
remember it next time you attempt to access it.

1 Access FileVault
FileVault is the method by which Apple encrypts 
all your documents and data. Open your System 
Preferences and then click on the Security & 
Privacy menu.

2 Turn on FileVault
Click on the FileVault menu option at the top of the 
window. Unlock the lock in the bottom left-hand 
corner to enable you to make changes and then 
select Turn On FileVault. 

Turn on FileVault

Set strong password
As the person in charge of the 
Mac, you’ll want to make sure 
you’re the only one who can 

access it. In your System Preferences, 
the first option in General settings is to 
set a login password. Click on this and 
enter in a secure password. If you’d 
prefer, Safari will generate a random one 
for you if you hit the key icon next to New 
Password. Make sure your password 
hint, if you decide to enter one, is 
incredibly cryptic.

Create unbreakable passwords with Keychain

13

Bad passwords
Every year SplashData releases 
a list of common passwords in a 
bid to stop people using them. 

2015’s culprits were 123456, 
password, 12345678, 

qwerty and 12345. 

1412
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101 Ways to secure your Mac
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1 Open Parental 
Controls for OS X
Tap on your System 
Preferences and then on 
Parental Controls on the 
fourth row. Select the 
user you want to alter 
parental controls for. 

2 Set controls
Click on each tab across 
the top, removing or 
blocking access to the 
areas of the Mac and 
internet you don’t want 
to be accessed. Click 
the lock when done.

 Turn it on
Find Time Machine in your 
Applications folder or by 
accessing Spotlight search 
with Cmd+Space. Click 
the lock icon and then flip 
the slider on the left of the 
window to On.

 Show in Dock
In order to gain quick 
access to Time Machine, 
tick the box that says 
‘Show Time Machine in 
menu bar’ so it appears in 
the main OS X menu bar.

 Back-up location
If you have an external hard 
drive, plug this in. Then 
click Select Backup Disk 
and choose that as the 
location you want all your 
backed-up information to 
be sent to. 

 Exclude locations
Tap on Options and you will 
bring up a menu that has 
a list of file locations that 
you can prevent from being 
backed up whenever Time 
Machine does its thing.

Create backups with Time Machine
Save yourself that sinking feeling of realising you’ve lost important content

Online backups
22

A further way to safeguard your data is to 
store it online in a cloud storage service. 
You need to be careful when choosing 

which service you use as not all are compatible with 
Macs. Carbonite and Mozy are two of the most well-
known services and let’s not also forget super-safe 
online storage solutions such as Dropbox. 

Access advanced options
23

The Advanced options in your Security & 
Privacy settings give you an extra layer of 
defence. Enter through your System 

Preferences and hit the Advanced button in the 
bottom right-hand corner of the window. This brings 
up an extra window that lets you automatically log 
out if you’ve been off your computer for a while. 

15

Enable 
Parental Controls
24

5 crucial 
back-up tips

17
Only back up essentials. It’s all 
too easy to throw absolutely 
everything onto an external hard 

drive, making it tricky to find what you 
actually need. Pick and choose your most 
important documents and files.

18
Choose a couple of back-up 
methods. External hard drives are 
great but can get lost or 

corrupted. Use a cloud storage service as 
a backup to your backup to make sure 
everything is really safe.

19
Set auto-backup. Mass storage 
services such as Dropbox give 
you the option to automatically 

store things as you create or upload them, 
so make sure that’s turned on.

20
Keep things organised. When 
you’re backing up your files, 
make sure you keep them 

categorised in terms of type or subject 
matter, otherwise you’ll find it extremely 
difficult to keep track of what’s been done.

21
Keep track of your data. If you’re 
backing things up in multiple 
locations, you can get confused 

between document versions. Make sure 
you know what is where.

15

Passwords are so important when you’re backing up data online. Keep a 
strong password so no one can hack your cloud storage.16



Anti-virus
Ensure you never fall 
foul to a virus

25
Viruses are pretty 
much the worst 
things that can 

possibly happen to your Mac. 
Not only do they invade your 
machine and wreak havoc, 
possibly permanently damaging 
the computer, but they can also 
hand all your passwords, bank 
details and account information 
over to whoever wants it. 
However, there are a number of 
simple, yet effective ways of 
keeping the bad guys out of 
your Mac. 

Disable Java

1 Control panel 
Head into your System Preferences. On the 
bottom row of the window will be Java and 
Flash. Tap on Java and a separate control 
panel will appear on the screen as well as 
in your Dock.

2 Disable Java
Select the Security panel in the window 
that then appears and uncheck the box at 
the top that says ‘Enable Java content in 
the browser’. Click Apply, close down your 
browser and Java will no longer run.

Download what you need

30
Often when downloading 
things you’ll be offered 
extra software, or it might 

come bundled in. Avoid these add-
ons because they’re usually the 
cause of the virus.

Google everything

27
If you download 
something you’re not sure 
about, have a quick online 

search. If it is dodgy, someone will 
probably have complained about it 
on the internet.

Check the package

31
It may seem tedious but 
make sure you know 
exactly what you are 

downloading by reading the 
agreement just in case there is any 
malicious content.

Check it’s trustworthy

28
Many organisations check 
whether an app or 
program is safe. See if it 

has a seal of approval, such as a 
TRUSTe logo or padlock symbol on 
the address bar.

Stick to the App Store

32
Really, the best advice is 
to just stay on the App 
Store where everything 

you download has been checked, 
vetted and passed as clean, so you 
can download in confidence. 

Active virus scanner

29
If you want to download 
content from unverified 
sources, ensure your 

virus scanner is up to date and 
active so it can catch anything that 
might be trying to infect your Mac. 

 What is Gatekeeper? 
Gatekeeper is the security system 
on Macs that protects your 
computer from dodgy downloads 
from places other than the Mac 
App Store. 

 Identified developers
Identified developers are app 
creators that you are confident 
won’t be producing malicious 
apps. Tick this option and you 
can add certain developers to a 
safe list. 

 Apps from anywhere
This is quite a risk but if you’re 
confident you know what you’re 
doing, tick the Anywhere box and 
you can download apps from any 
site at all. 

 Click the lock
You can’t change these settings 
unless you have admin rights, which 
you will if it’s your Mac. Tap the lock 
in the bottom left-hand corner of the 
window to access the settings.

Download tips
Staying safe when downloading files

Protect yourself against 
hackers exploiting 
Java’s security flaws

Disable Flash
You should also perform the 

same disabling actions on Flash. 
As it is open source technology 

it is an easy target for 
hackers wanting to gain 

access to your 
Mac.

33

26

101 Ways to secure your Mac

16



Protect your data
Vital techniques for keeping your 
sensitive files secure
Data can be stolen in a multitude of different ways, as 
hackers can gain access to your machine via viruses, fake 
networks or brute force. Even when you think your data is 
safe after deleting it or powering down your computer, it is 
still vulnerable to attack. Here are just a few ways to try and 
keep that data away from thieves. 

Three things to avoid when downloading
Pirated material

39
Yes, it’s very 
tempting to grab a 
movie, TV show or 

album for free off a random 
site but you do run the risk 
of downloading something 
more than Game Of 
Thrones. Pay for your TV.

Paid software for free

40
Software packages 
can be very 
expensive so when 

you see somewhere that 
offers it to you for free, be 
suspicious. There’s likely to 
be something nefarious 
lurking within.

Common topics 

41
Scammers and hackers know that people 
are going to be searching for sports 
streams and photos of famous people, so 

set up fake websites to catch them at every 
link. If you’re looking for something you 
know lots of other people will be 
searching for, there’s probably a 
virus-filled website waiting.

Disable file sharing

37
File sharing is an incredibly handy tool as it 
means you can switch between your mobile 
and Mac. However, it does make things 

easy for data thieves so only have it running when 
you absolutely need it.

Wipe clean

35
Make sure you erase any data that you’re 
finished with and don’t need any more. This 
could mean destroying disks or overwriting 

several times to make them uncrackable. It may 
sound like overkill but it works.

Use dummy email accounts

38
If you only have one email account, anyone 
gaining access can whip off with all your 
data and information in an instant. Avoid 

this by setting up an email address for signing up to 
things that might be a bit suspect.

Shut it down

36
If you leave your computer for a long period 
of time, shut it down rather than logging out 
or putting it to sleep. When it is in low 

power mode it is still open to attackers who can get 
to it via an online hack. 

5 of the best 
anti-virus 

software
Avira Free Mac Security

42
Not only is it one of the best 
programs for catching malware, 
it’s also free! Nowhere does Avira 

seem to stint on quality, having an easy-to-
operate interface, making it both functional 
and effective. Oh, and did we happen to 
mention it is free?

Bitdefender Antivirus

43
If you’re something of a power 
user, Bitdefender might be your 
best bet as it is very good at 

running in the background with minimal 
effect on performance.

Avast Free 

44
Another free program but another 
one that is excellent at detecting 
malware. It outperforms many 

paid-for apps in that regard so is well 
worth considering.

Kaspersky

45
This is one of the big hitters in 
virus scanning. It comes with 
loads of extra features, such as 

enhanced parental controls and 
eCommerce protection, so is suitable for 
both home and the office.

McAfee

46
You know you’re getting a quality 
product with McAfee and a great 
support system if something 

goes wrong. It’s fairly pricey but if you 
want complete peace of mind, this is your 
go-to piece of software.

Three things to avoid when downloading
Scammers and hackers know that people 
are going to be searching for sports 
streams and photos of famous people, so 

set up fake websites to catch them at every 
link. If you’re looking for something you 
know lots of other people will be 
searching for, there’s probably a 

data and information in an instant. Avoid 
this by setting up an email address for signing up to 

17

Ever since OS X Mavericks, Sandboxing has been in place. This allows an 
app access to the parts of your Mac needed to perform its purpose.34



Stay safe online
Enjoy a stress-free online existence
Your Mac is at its most vulnerable when it is online. While 
Apple can keep you nice and safe from viruses and 
malware, there is little it can do to prevent cyber attacks 
and hackers jumping onto your computer remotely. This 
is why you have to be extra vigilant working or storing 
documents online, as well as following the steps below. 

Use iCloud securely Essential tips for protecting your information when using iCloud

Back up your backup

51
Even with all your security and safety steps, 
there is still a chance that some malicious 
hacker could wipe all your data. Use a 

secondary storage service, such as Dropbox, to 
keep your data doubly backed up so if you lose your 
iCloud data, you don’t lose everything.

Set up iCloud Security Code

52
When setting up your iCloud Keychain, you 
can also use it to add the Keychain to your 
other devices. When doing this, set up 

iCloud Security Code. This will prompt you to input a 
four-digit code whenever you use Keychain on any of 
your other iDevices.

Secure your security questions

53
Security questions are useful, right up until 
someone who knows you or can find out 
information from your social media profiles 

tries to access your iCloud. When setting security 
questions, throw in some extra words to your 
mother’s maiden name, such as her favourite colour.

Set Two-Step Verification

48
This security setting means you have to 
type in a password and verify it on your 
phone before you can access iCloud. It’s a 

bit of a pain but it does mean that hackers can’t 
access your account through brute force alone. Find 
this in your iCloud Password and Security menu. 

Regularly change your 
password

49
Passwords can be cracked and the longer 
you stick with the same one, the better 
chance someone has of guessing it. 

Change your password every few months to keep the 
thieves at bay and away from your personal photos. 

Select what you back up

50
Not everything needs to be backed up to 
iCloud. If, as with the celebrities, you have 
photos or documents you wouldn’t want to 

become public, delete them from iCloud. If they need 
to be backed up, back them up elsewhere, such as 
on an external hard drive that you keep secure.

Turn off Spotlight
When you make a Spotlight 

search, that search term is sent 
back to Apple. This data can 
reveal your location so turn 
off Spotlight suggestions 

if you’re worried. 

47

Three alternatives to Safari
If you’re afraid that you are giving away too much data by using Safari, here are some ways to stay discreet
Chrome

54
Safe Browsing is Chrome’s big feature. If 
you attempt to access a web page that it 
thinks may contain malware or might try 

to phish your data, Chrome will flash up a warning 
asking if you want to proceed. This helps to just 
heighten your awareness of the dangers out there.

DuckDuckGo

55
If you’re fed up of companies targeting 
you based on your search results, give 
DuckDuckGo a try. This search engine 

promises not to track you and wipes all your 
searches once you’ve quit, keeping your history 
wonderfully anonymous.

Firefox

56
If you’re not that technologically minded, 
it’s nice to know that there are people 
out there who’ll help you out. As Mozilla 

Firefox is open source, anyone with a bit of tech 
savvy can look at the code and find any nasty 
secrets lurking and can alert the community.

101 Ways to secure your Mac
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1 Open new window
Once you have Safari open, 
you can open a window that 
doesn’t track you or add the 
websites you visit to your 
history. Click File and then 
New Private Window.

2 Keyboard shortcut
You can also press 
Option+Cmd+N to open a 
Private Browsing window. 
Press Cmd+T to open a new 
tab as you usually would, only 
this will be a private one.

Use Private Browsing in Safari
Keep your online activities hidden 

Secure your Wi-Fi 
with WPA2

58
One of the best things 
you can do when setting 
up your home Wi-Fi 

network is to ensure it is secured 
with WPA2 protection. This is the 
updated form of WEP and WPA 
protection, offering an increased 
layer of protection from hackers 
outside your home trying to gain 
access to your Wi-Fi connection. 
Find out if your network is running 
WPA2 protection by heading to 
your Network and Sharing Centre 
and hovering over your Wi-Fi name. 
It should reveal what type of 
security is running on the system. 

Enable your Firewall
59

The Firewall is one of your key allies in the 
battle against data thieves trying to hack 
your Mac. Turn your Firewall on through 

your Security & Privacy settings and you should be 
protected from the majority of data trying to infiltrate 
your computer via your home Wi-Fi network. As long 
as your WPA2, Gatekeeper and Firewall are on, you 
will be a very unattractive proposition for hackers.

Hands Off!
60

No matter how tech savvy you are, there 
are always very sneaky ways people have 
of siphoning off your data when you’re 

online. Hands Off! is a free piece of software that 
monitors any data leaving your Mac via the internet 
so you know that nothing is leaving your computer 
without you wanting it to. This will prevent covert 
thieving of your precious data and will also make you 
aware of what valuable material is on your Mac and 
of interest to hackers.

3 Private mode
Make sure you haven’t gone 
back onto the normal browser 
window by checking the 
address bar. When you’re in 
private mode, the address bar 
will be a dark grey. 5 fail-safe 

ways to 
protect your 
home network

61
Update your router. If you’ve had 
a router for a long time, there is a 
good chance it has an old 

security setup. Make sure you have the 
latest router with WPA2 and it’ll be a lot 
harder to crack.

62
Alter your password. Your router 
will come with a password that 
provides access to your Wi-Fi 

connection. Change this to ensure no one 
outside your home knows what the 
password is and even someone looking at 
the box won’t be able to get it. 

63
Search for rogue access points. 
Extra access points are a security 
nightmare as you have no control 

over them at all. Download software like 
Vistumbler to show where wireless traffic is 
coming from to see if there are any sneaky 
extra access points lurking around.

64
Add extra access point. This 
might fly in the face of the 
previous point, but if you set up 

your own extra access point, guests can 
use that one without compromising the 
main network, so if a hack occurs they 
can’t get at the entire network.

65
Shut it down. This may seem like 
a bit of a pain, but if you’re going 
away on holiday turn your Wi-Fi 

off. That way hackers cannot access it at 
all and steal information while you’re away. 
If you’re really keen to be safe, turn it off 
whenever you aren’t using it. 

57

There is little point in enabling MAC address fi ltering or hiding your SSID 
number as hackers can still fi nd your network pretty easily. 66
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Public privacy 
Stay safe wherever you are

DO Check the security 
levels of the hotspot

67
If you can log 
straight into the 
network without a 

password, it’s very open. 
Even though password-
protected public Wi-Fi is still 
a risk, it’s much safer than 
completely open hotspots.

DON’T Be fooled by 
fake networks

68
Hackers can set up 
a fake public 
network. Users sign 

in and display their browsing 
session, which might include 
sensitive data. Always ensure 
you’re signed up to the 
genuine hotspot.

DO Be aware of your 
surroundings

69
This might not be 
technical advice but 
it’s still important. 

Be aware of what’s going on 
around you. Someone else’s 
eyes can be on your screen 
seeing exactly what you’re 
typing in. Always be vigilant.

DON’T Sign in for 
longer than you need

70
As soon as you’ve 
finished doing 
something, sign out. 

The longer you’re logged into 
a service, the more time 
hackers have to access your 
data. Get in, then get out to 
keep that information safe.

DO Stick to safe sites

71
As you’re already 
taking a bit of a risk 
by using a public 

Wi-Fi zone, don’t make that 
worse by visiting dodgy sites. 
Stick to secure sites with 
padlocks in the address bar 
that will offer you that layer of 
security you need. 

72
Location tracking is a real security hot potato. As soon as someone can 
zero in on your location, they can learn a lot about you and that could put 
you in physical danger. Head into your Security & Privacy setting and then 

click on the Privacy tab. Location Services should be highlighted. Tap the padlock to 
make changes and either totally disable location services or at the very least disable 
location services for the apps you will be using, such as Safari. This means that when 
you’re online, your location won’t be broadcast and you should be able to browse 
without anyone being able to find out where you are. This would prevent you from 
using Maps effectively, though.

5 brilliant MacBook locks
The Blade
£32.48/$49.95
Maclocks.co.uk

73
This incredibly discreet lock fits onto all 
MacBooks and is pretty cheap. The blade 
flicks out from the underside of your 

MacBook, enabling you to secure your device with a 
cable when you need to and then slip it away when 
you don’t need it any more. 

Kensington MicroSaver
£51.49/$39.95 
Kensington.com

74
Apple removed the Kensington security 
slot. However, the MicroSaver is less than 
half the thickness of the others so would 

work well with the MacBook Air, which now won’t 
work with conventional 
Kensington locks.

Kensington SafeDock
£61.35/$89.99
Kensington.com

75
Your MacBook Air is easy 
to carry away but not if 
you use the SafeDock 

from Kensington. Slip your Mac into 
the case and flip up the back to keep it 
secured tight.

Stop getting tracked
Prevent your location from being monitored

The portability of MacBooks and wide 
availability of public Wi-Fi hotspots means 
that a day at a coffee shop working on your 
latest project is a very attractive and simple 
proposition. However, this also makes you 
extremely vulnerable to hackers gaining 
access to your files via a whole host of 
devastatingly simple methods. Don’t let this 
prevent you from using your MacBook in 
public, but do take extra precautions to stay 
safe in the big wide world. 

73
This incredibly discreet lock fits onto all 
MacBooks and is pretty cheap. The blade 
flicks out from the underside of your 

MacBook, enabling you to secure your device with a 
cable when you need to and then slip it away when 
you don’t need it any more. 

74
Apple removed the Kensington security 
slot. However, the MicroSaver is less than 
half the thickness of the others so would 

work well with the MacBook Air, which now won’t 
work with conventional 
Kensington locks.
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MacBook Pro 13” Security Case
£62.56/$69.95 
Applelocks.com

76
The MacBook Pro with Retina display lacks 
a Kensington slot so this polymer case 
might be the answer. The case locks onto 

the base of the MacBook and has a standard keyed 
locking system. The case is fully ventilated to stop 
your computer from overheating. 

Tryten Laptop Lock Pro
£23.00/$29.95 
Tryten.co.uk 

77
The Tryten is a simple cable 
lock that is very good value 
for money. It is protected 

from cutting by aircraft grade steel 
cable and has a rotating body to make 

twisting it off much more 
difficult than some of 

its rivals.

1 Enter iCloud 
settings
Click on the Apple logo in 
the top left-hand corner of 
the screen and click System 
Preferences. Hit the iCloud 
menu button and scroll to the 
bottom of the page. 

2 Activate 
Find My Mac
Click on the check box next 
to Find My Mac and then hit 
Allow on the pop-up window 
that appears. This will enable a 
signal to be sent out from your 
Mac so you can track it down.

3 Enable location 
services
For Find My Mac to work, 
you need to enable Location 
Services. Head into your 
Security & Privacy settings 
to tick the Enable Location 
Services option.

Activate Find My Mac
Use Apple’s in-built detective to track down a stolen Mac 5 data-hiding 

networks for 
public browsing
ExpressVPN

81
It’s fairly pricey but the service 
you get from ExpressVPN is 
pretty much second-to-none. It’s 

easy to use, which is handy for when you 
want to just nip on a public service for a 
short while and don’t want to muck around 
for ages, and it’s quick as well. 

IPVanish

82
If you’re looking for speed then 
IPVanish is the one you’ll almost 
certainly want. It has servers in 

nearly 60 countries so you’re almost 
guaranteed good speeds. Also, it doesn’t 
keep records of your usage so you can 
browse safe in the knowledge that your 
data isn’t being collected.

VyprVPN

83
This VPN prides itself on its 
design and rightly so because it 
looks great. However, it’s not all 

about looks because it provides a 
reasonably priced, high-speed service as 
well. You can also pay a bit more for 
further, 256-bit encryption if you want extra 
peace of mind.

StrongVPN

84
There are more than 300 servers 
in the StrongVPN network and no 
speed restrictions so you’ve got 

speed and reliability sewn up here. The 
tutorials are well put together and the 
round-the-clock support also proves 
handy for beginners. 

Buffered

85
While you may be slightly uneasy 
about using a service based in 
Eastern Europe, specifically 

Budapest, it means that neither UK nor US 
authorities can track your usage. The 
security is superb with this VPN as it uses 
Blowfish encryption, which is one of the 
best around. 

cable and has a rotating body to make 
twisting it off much more 

difficult than some of 

78

Set a lockscreen
Keep prying eyes out of your Mac 
when you are away from it

79
One of the simplest ways to make 
sure no one can access your Mac 
while you are distracted for a 

minute or have to nip to the toilet is to set a 
lockscreen. Simply sleeping your MacBook 
won’t prevent someone from nipping on 
your computer and stealing your data, so a 
password is essential. It will barely take you 
a second to type in but will keep a thief 
guessing for a long time. Set this by heading 
into your System Preferences then Security 
& Privacy and ticking the option that 
requires a password immediately after 
you’ve put your Mac to sleep. That way you 
don’t have to reboot it but you have an 
added level of security.

A VPN is a Virtual Private Network. It connects your computer to a server 
elsewhere in the world so, even on public Wi-Fi, hackers can’t access data.86

Finding your Mac
If your MacBook gets stolen, 

sign into icloud.com/find from 
another computer or use Find 

My iPhone and follow the 
instructions to find it or 

erase all its data.

80
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Securely empty trash

Double-up on your log-in security

Make sure your files haven’t 
been half-deleted

 Confirm identity
At the bottom of the 
window will be a button 
marked Set Up Two-Factor 
Authentication. Click on 
that and then answer the 
security questions. 

 Set up two-factor 
authentication
Verify your phone number 
and receive a code that you 
input to the next screen. 
Once you’ve done that, you 
will have set up two-factor 
authentication and your 
iCloud will be safer.

 Authorise log-ins
Now whenever you log 
into your iCloud from any 
device other than your 
Mac, a verification code 
will pop up on your iPhone, 
which you’ll have to input to 
be able to proceed.

Limiting the 
damage
Proactive ways to protect yourself

87
Two-factor authentication is a service that enables a user to 
prevent anyone from remotely signing into accounts, even if 
they know your password. Whenever you want to sign into 

your Apple ID or iCloud on another device, as well as entering your ID 
and password on your Mac, you’ll have to 
input a code sent to one of your verified 
Apple devices. This means that 
someone would need to have access 
to both your password and, for 
example, your iPhone in order to sign in 
from another device. It might take a little more 
time but will prevent remote hacks. 

91
There were a lot of disappointed Mac users when we 
realised that El Capitan had removed the popular 
Securely Empty Trash feature. This was an important 

tool for Mac users who wanted to ensure that when they 
deleted something it was definitively gone. It was surprising 
that Apple removed this feature but luckily there are still ways 
you can make sure your data is gone for good, even if it takes 
a little more effort than simply pressing a button in 
your Trash Finder window. 

1 Open Terminal
Open a new Finder window 
and head to your Applications 
menu. Click on the Utilities 
menu option and scroll 
down to Terminal. Click on 
that to open up the Terminal 
command window.

2 Set up deletion
If you are deleting a single file, type in srm -v into the Terminal 
window. If you are getting rid of an entire folder, type in srm -rv. 
Drag and drop your file or folder into the window.

3 Delete file
Once the file text has appeared, delete the space that appeared 
after the line of code or it will come up with an error message. 
Press Return and all data is replaced by unhackable zeroes.

Authorisation
If you want to authorise another 

device to use your iCloud 
account, return to that window 

and click Get Verification 
Code to generate a code 

without your phone. 

92

3 must-know
privacy apps

Privatus

88
Once you’ve finished a browsing 
session it can be a pain to delete 
your cookies and history every 

time. This app will automatically do it for 
you, so you know your data has been 
wiped without you having to lift a finger. 

Encrypt Photos Pro

89
Your photos are incredibly 
important, personal and private 
and the last thing you’d want is 

someone to access them. Use Encrypt 
Photos Pro to securely store them in an 
encrypted folder so you are the only one 
who can look at them.

Complete Delete

90
If you’re unsure how to 
completely, irrevocably delete 
something and ensure even the 

smartest hacker won’t be able to find 
them, get Complete Delete, which can 
delete and overwrite a document 35 times 
for ultimate safety.

Download a little more 
protection for your Mac

 iCloud security
Enter your iCloud settings 
via the System Preferences 
window and then click on 
Account Details to bring 
up more in-depth settings 
options. Click on the 
Security sub-menu.

101 Ways to secure your Mac
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Create a second account
Make a guest account to limit phishing damage

Install Apple updates
If you want the best security, you need 
to stay on top of updates

94
Apple’s updates can be a bit of a pain 
and mean you are without your Mac for a 
little while, but it’s definitely a better 

option than letting someone hack your Mac and 
potentially being without it for a lot longer.

Each Apple update brings with it a raft of bug 
fixes and security patches, designed to help keep 
your Mac as safe as possible. Without these 
updates your Mac could be vulnerable, so keep it 
as up to date as possible. 

1 Open user groups
Enter your System Preferences and click on the 
Users and Groups sub-menu. This will display 
all of the users that are able to log onto that 
particular Mac.

2 Add new user
Tap the plus sign in the bottom left-hand corner 
of the window. This will bring up a second window 
that will enable you to set up a standard account. 
Type in all the details and click Create user.

3 Create new account
The new account will now be active. Use this for 
the majority of your casual Mac use because if 
your computer is hacked, they won’t be able to 
gain admin privileges. 

93

What to do 
if your Mac 
is stolen?
Five steps to help the 
return of the Mac
Find My Mac

96
Your first port of call should be 
the Find My Mac software that 
you should have installed on your 

device. This will help you know if it’s just 
been moved or mislaid. 

Send a message

97
In your Security & Privacy menu 
is the option to set a lock screen 
message. Set a contact to call to 

arrange the return of your Mac.

Change your password

98
Use another device to remotely 
alter your password so if anyone 
saw it before taking your Mac, 

they can’t log in.

Lock your Mac

99
Send a signal via Find My Mac to 
lock it down. You won’t be able to 
locate it then, but hopefully this 

and the message will prompt its return.

Erase your data

100
The final step, if you’re confident 
you aren’t going to get your Mac 
back, is to erase all the data, 

again from Find My Mac. This wipes 
everything and ensures that they don’t get 
their hands on your data as well.

1 Restart Mac
If you think your Mac might have a virus, 
rebooting it in safe mode could help locate 
the problem app and get rid of it. Click the 
Apple icon and select Restart.

2 Reboot in safe mode
Before the Apple logo appears, hold down 
the Shift key for a few seconds. Your Mac 
won’t load downloaded apps so you can 
send them to the Trash. 

95 Boot in safe mode
Load your Mac with the minimum of danger

Disable auto-login from your Mac in the General Security & Privacy settings. 
This means that any thief will have to input a password to use your Mac. 101
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Photos

Master the White Balance tool in Photos 
Get rid of the horrible colour casts ruining your images in just 10 minutes

Our eyes do a great job of judging what is white, even under 
different light sources. Digital cameras, on the other hand, have a 
tough task of getting it right and this can result in blue, orange or 
even green colour casts that can ruin otherwise perfect images. 
The iPhone camera does a really good job of ensuring whites 
come out white, but high-end manual DSLRs can struggle to get 
the right colour temperature when you move indoors and outdoors 
during a shoot. A White Balance tool was previously only found in 
Aperture, Apple’s pro-level image editor, but you can now find it 
in the Advanced section of Photos’ Adjust menu. There’s even a 
brilliant Auto tool that saves you a lot of time. 

Difficulty 

Download available

Time needed

10

Advanced editing in Photos 
Fix your white balance issues in a few clicks 

 Get up close 
When you’re tweaking the colour of 
the skin tone, it’s good to use the 
Zoom tool in the top left to get a 
better idea of what you’re doing. This 
ensures you give Photos the perfect 
spot to balance colour from. 

 Auto mode 
Photos can save you a lot of 
time and effort when you select 
the Auto option next to White 
Balance. Here, Auto has reduced 
the warmth of the over-saturated 
images for a more natural look. 

 Manual tweaks 
Each White Balance tool (Neutral 
Grey, Skin Tone and Temperature/
Tint) has manual sliders, such as 
Warmth, that you can move left or 
right to tweak the Auto results or 
make your own changes. 

 Knowledge base
A neutral reference
When editing white balance 
you need a neutral reference 
point that Photos can use 
as a guide. If you’re lucky, 
you’ll find a reference point 
naturally. For example, a 
seagull flying across your 
image. With the eyedropper, 
click on a neutral grey 
area to make the edit. You 
can also carry a portable 
reference like coloured card 
with you to help your camera 
adjust before shooting.

 How do you save it?
When you’re happy with the result, head to 
the yellow Done option. Click on this and 
your edits are saved to your library. You can 
still revert to the original image state later on.
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1 Bad colour cast 
Pictures with the wrong white balance settings 
are really easy to spot. This image has a cold, 
blue colour cast, and needs fixing. Double-
click on it and select Edit.

2 Adjust menu 
This opens the Edit menu. The White Balance 
tool isn’t visible by default. To access it, go to 
Add at the top and select White Balance from 
the Advanced section of the drop-down. 

3 Auto mode
Photos is a surprisingly powerful image editor, 
as shown by how well the White Balance Auto 
mode works. Hit Auto, and all the hard work is 
done for you. 

4 Manual tweaks 
Auto transforms your image, reducing the cold 
blue colour cast and adding a warm glow. You 
can tweak the Auto results if you see fit. Go 
with what you feel looks best.

5 Neutral grey
You can of course correct any colour cast 
issues manually. Neutral Gray balances the 
warmth of an image. Click the eyedropper in a 
neutral grey area to automatically adjust it.

6 Skin Tone
One for portrait photos, Skin Tone balances 
the colour based on skin tones. Utilise the 
Zoom tool and click the eyedropper on the 
skin in the photo to adjust the skin tones. 

7 Temperature/Tint
The final manual adjustment you can make 
is to the temperature (changing from blue to 
yellow) and tint (from green to magenta). Slide 
left and right to make adjustments. 

8 Reset adjustments
Don’t forget that all editing in Photos is 
completely non-destructive. This means you 
can undo all your adjustments step-by-step or 
reset them and start again if you’re not happy. 

9 Copy adjustment
Once you’ve got your white balance 
adjustment sorted, be sure to copy the 
adjustment from the Image menu so you can 
apply it to all the pictures from your shoot.

Fix poor colour cast problemsStep-by-step

To ensure the White Balance tool remains in your Adjust menu, head back to 
the Add menu and select Save as Default.
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Use Photos to get the HDR look

26

Install the Aurora HDR app as an extension and boost Photos’ functionality further

Photos

Create a HDR effect 
Get to grips with the key tools in the Aurora HDR extension

It can be a challenge to capture detail in shadows, midtones and 
highlights in a single photo. If you expose for the shadows the 
highlights can become blown out. However, by shooting three 
different exposures you can capture highlight detail in one, midtone 
detail in the second while the third will reveal detail in the shadows. 
Apps such as Aurora HDR can take three exposures and combine 
them to create a composite shot with a high dynamic range. 
You can mimic this by plugging Aurora HDR into Photos as an 
extension. When working with Aurora in Photos you can’t combine 
multiple bracketed exposures, but you can tweak an individual 
photo’s colours and tones to get the effect.

Difficulty 

Download available

Time needed

10

 Denoise
When increasing contrast with Aurora 
HDR’s tone-tweaking sliders, you can 
add ugly artifacts such as picture 
noise and reveal blocky clumps 
caused by JPEG compression. To 
soften these artifacts, drag the 
Denoise Amount slider to the right. 

 HDR presets 
Click here to access a large 
collection of HDR presets. These 
preset thumbnails quickly change 
the position of the Aurora HDR’s 
various sliders to produce a wide 
range of HDR looks in a click.

 HDR artifacts 
As well as displaying detail in the 
shadows and highlights, shots 
with a high dynamic range can 
feature high contrast tones and 
vibrant colours, as we can see in 
the edited version of our example 
shot here. The original looks 
rather drab and flat.

 Knowledge base
Bracketed exposures
Many digital SLRs have an 
Auto Bracketing shooting 
mode. This causes the 
camera to shoot three 
photos in rapid succession. 
It changes the exposure 
each time to capture detail 
in the shadows, midtones 
and highlights. If you run 
Aurora HDR as a standalone 
app (instead of accessing 
it from within Photos), then 
you can combine the three 
bracketed exposures into a 
true HDR composite.

 Before and after
By clicking this icon you can compare a 
before and after version of your photo. Drag 
the vertical dividing slider left and right to 
see how different parts of the image look 
when you’ve added HDR artifacts to them.
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1 Open image 
Find a JPEG photo that you want to endow 
with a HDR look and open it in Photos. Click 
the Edit button at the top right. Click on 
Extensions and choose More.

2 Add extension 
The Extensions window opens. This is where 
you customise Apple software with third-
party apps. Click on Photos. If Aurora HDR is 
installed then tick the box adjacent to it.

3 Open the extension
In Photos, click on Extensions once again. 
Now you can choose the Aurora HDR option. 
This opens the app inside Photos, providing a 
massive boost to Photos’ editing abilities. 

4 Tweak the tones 
Use the Tone panel’s Highlights, Midtones and 
Shadows sliders to reveal any detail missing 
in these ranges. Here we’ve darkened the 
highlights and lightened midtones.

5 Get the HDR look
In the Structure panel, increase Clarity. This 
boosts midtone contrast and makes delicate 
textures stand out. Increase the Amount and 
Boost sliders to increase contrast.

6 Boost Saturation 
HDR images tend to be over-saturated, so 
scroll down to the Color panel. The Vibrance 
slider lets you boost weaker colours. It also 
targets natural colours such as blue skies.

Create the HDR look using a third-party extension Step-by-step

If you register with aurorahdr.com and click the Free Stuff  link, you can 
download extra HDR presets to expand the software’s capabilities.

Aurora HDR is a powerful app. A quick way to learn how 
all its panels and sliders work is to use the app’s presets 
to experiment with a wide range of HDR looks. Each 
preset will change the position of the sliders in the various 
panels to produce different effects. By experimenting with 
presets you’ll quickly find a HDR look to suit your creative 
requirements. By default, the Realistic HDR presets are 
visible as thumbnails along the bottom of the workspace.

1 Browse the presets 
The Presets panel is at the bottom right. Click 
on it to summon a collection of presets such as 
Dramatic. Thumbnails give you a preview of how 
your photo will look when a particular preset is 
applied. Click to apply a preset such as Ethereal.

2 Choose a theme 
The presets are themed to suit subjects. Here 
we’ve chosen the Architecture Dramatic preset to 
create a crisp HDR style with moody desaturated 
colours. Click any thumbnail’s start icon to add it 
to the Favorite presets collection.

Perfect presets 

“By experimenting with presets 
you’ll find a HDR look to suit 
your creative requirements”



One way to keep an audience hooked is to improve production values. This is easy 
for picture quality, because most devices can produce high-resolution footage with 
rich colours and contrast. However, productions are often let down by sound that 
doesn't match the quality of the video. One way to produce better sound is to add 
narration using iMovie’s voice-over recording function. However, due to the 
distance between the Mac’s in-built microphone and your 
mouth, the voice-over will pick up echo from 
hard room surfaces. By plugging in an external 
USB microphone, though, you shorten the 
distance to create an intimate, richer and more 
professional voice-over.
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Difficulty 

Download available

Time needed

20

1 Choose a microphone 
A good quality voice-over mic is worth 
investing in. The Yeti (available from www.
bluemic.com) plugs straight into your Mac’s 
USB socket and doesn’t require any drivers.

2 Pick a sound pattern 
To help stop the Yeti from capturing unwanted 
echoes bouncing from the walls, you can set 
it to record in a cardioid pattern, so it only 
captures sound directly in front of the mic. 

3 Avoid hum 
If you have external hard drives near your Mac, 
they might vibrate and add an annoying hum. 
Turn them off, or pop your external mic on a 
polystyrene surface to absorb vibration.

4 Acoustic treatment 
To help absorb unwanted voice echo, buy 
some cheap acoustic treatment tiles and stick 
them onto sheets of card. Deploy the cards as 
and when you need.

5 Calibrate your mic 
Go to System Preferences. Click Sound>Input. 
Tick the external USB microphone option. 
Speak into the mic and adjust the Input 
Volume slider to create a strong Input level.

6 Set up iMovie 
Go to an iMovie project that will benefit from 
a voice-over. Place the playhead where 
you want the voice-over to start. Click the 
microphone icon below the viewer window.

Improve the quality of your voice-over recordingsStep-by-step

Master the use of external microphones 
Take your sound quality to a new level with our audio tips and techniques

iMovie
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Record voice-overs 
Capture professional-quality audio

7 Fine-tune input levels 
Click the Voice Over options icon. Select the 
external mic. Speak into the mic. Tweak the 
input level slider so that the sound levels are 
strong (but don’t let them peak into the red). 

8 Record your voice 
Click the red button, wait for the three-second 
countdown, then start narrating your voice-
over as the video clips play. Click the red 
button to stop recording (or tap the spacebar).

9 Adjust recorded levels 
Each recorded audio clip will display a 
waveform representing your sound levels. 
Drag the horizontal volume control bar down 
to reduce any sound levels peaking red.

 Live recording 
As you record a live voice-over, an 
audio track will appear in the timeline. 
A live audio recording is indicated by 
a green bar with a red glow at the end. 
You won’t see the track’s acoustic 
waveform until you finish recording it.

 Adjust levels 
Although you may have worked 
hard to get perfect input levels, 
they could still peak too loudly. 
If a word peaks too loudly you’ll 
see a red patch at the top of the 
waveform. You can drag and drop 
the volume to a healthier level by 
following step nine.

 Voice Over Options 
After clicking the Record 
Voiceover microphone-shaped 
icon, click the Voice Over options 
icon. This enables you to switch 
from using your Mac’s built-in mic 
to a better-quality external mic, 
such as the Yeti. 

 Knowledge base
Post-production fixes
To make your external 
microphone’s voice-over 
tracks sound even better, 
iMovie supplies powerful 
post-production audio tools. 
Click on a sound clip in 
the timeline and then click 
the Noise Reduction and 
Equalizer icon at the top of 
the viewer. The Equalizer 
provides ways to remove 
hum or boost bass to create 
cleaner, sharper or richer 
audio tracks.

 Countdown 
The audio track will be laid down from 
wherever you park the playhead in the 
timeline. Once you click the red record 
button, a handy three-second countdown 
(with accompanying audio pips) will queue 
you to start recording your narration.

To hear the quality of the sound captured using our external Yeti mic and 
acoustic tile set up, check out this YouTube Channel – http://bit.ly/1PPuq4E.
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When filming a conversation between two people, the cinematic 
framing convention is for one person to look from the left of 
frame towards the right in one shot, while the person in the other 
shot looks from the right of the frame towards the left. When 
you cut the separate shots together the two subjects will make 
eye contact. However, if you cross the line between the camera 
and your two subjects you run the risk of filming shots in which 
both people are looking in the same onscreen direction. This 
can occur when filming a conversation using two cameras. 
Fortunately it’s a simple matter to flip a clip in iMovie to swap the 
subject’s direction of view so that the scene makes sense. 

Flip a clip horizontally to help with continuity or add visual variety

When filming interviews you should 
change shot size between each 
question to add variety. Luckily you can 
recompose the image in iMovie.

1 Left to right
In this example we’re editing a series of 
interviews. To save time we filmed all our 
subjects from the same camera position, with 
the interviewee frame left and looking right. 

2 One direction
When we run the clips every interviewee is 
looking in the same direction. This makes our 
programme look repetitive and implies that we 
were too lazy to re-frame between interviews.

3 Access Clip filter
To fake a new camera position, select a clip 
in the timeline. Click on the Clip filter and the 
audio effects icon above the Viewer. Click Clip 
filter. Double-click on Flipped.

4 Visual variety
In the timeline’s preview thumbnail the subject 
will still appear to be looking left to right, but 
when you play the clip they will be flipped 
horizontally in the Viewer to look left. 

Flip a clip horizontallyStep-by-step

1 Re-frame
In this example our interviewees were all framed 
using the same mid-shot composition. By using 
iMovie’s Crop to Fill option we can re-frame some 
shots as close-ups and add even more variety.

2 Apply the crop
Once you’ve dragged the crop handles for a 
tighter close-up, click the blue tick to apply. Our 
interview now has a mix of mid-shots, close-ups 
and changes of direction thanks to iMovie!

Recompose 

Difficulty 

Download available

Time needed

10

iMovie

Flip footage to add variety to clips 
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GarageBandGarageBand

GarageBand’s 
10 best tips 
for mastering

When it comes to GarageBand, arguably the most important 
phase to get right is mastering. After capturing audio to your 
tracks and performing fundamental mixing tricks or edits, 
the focus switches to finalising a project for exporting. This 
is the ‘mastering’ process; making those last tweaks before 
committing the results to file. GarageBand offers great options 
here to AAC, MP3 and AIFF formats, plus sharing to iTunes 
and SoundCloud – so it’s important to ensure the audio is in 
the best possible shape before export. In this top technique 
guide we’ll identify essential tips for mastering your mastering 
knowledge, from final compression, gating and EQ checks, 
through to applying fades and checking levels. All topped off 
fittingly with the vital exporting bit!      

Discover the most essential tips 
for finalising your GarageBand 
compositions ready for export

Instant 
song fade

So the song’s mastered 
and you’re ready to 

export but wait, it needs 
a fade out and quick! 

No problem, simply 
choose Mix>Fade Out 

from the main bar and a 
gradual, smooth volume 

automation curve is 
added to the last few 

bars of the song’s audio.

EQ presets
Within GarageBand’s 

Visual EQ, there is a set 
of presets for applying 

genre-optimised 
frequency edits. Select 

the project Master Track, 
show Smart Controls 
and click the EQ tab. 

From the Inspector 
drop-down, choose 

Mastering to access five 
‘Final Mix’ presets.

Noise gates
During real instrument 

regions, you may 
capture noise within 

silent passages. These 
tracks have a noise 

gate you open or close 
by adjusting the slider 

within the Track Info 
Inspector panel. Make 
sure it’s checked and 
drag to set the minus 

dB level.  

Project 
mastering patches

The project Master 
Track can have patches 

applied to change the 
overall sound. Show 

the Library panel and 
within the Factory list 
you’ll locate Master-

level patches for 
popular music forms, all 
optimised for templated 

plug-in changes.

Monitor 
track volume

A key reason why 
mastered projects don’t 

sound loud enough 
when exported is 

clipping. Watch for 
individual track volume 

levels in the header and 
reduce if running into 

the red. Tracks too loud 
create distortion that 

GarageBand will combat 
by lowering volume. 

Unwanted Master Effects
If you want your tracks ‘dry’ of any 

Reverb and Echo but still hear it being 
applied, you might need to remove 

Master Effects. Show the Master 
Track with Shift+Cmd+M, select it 

and in Smart Controls, choose the 
Effects tab and toggle to Off within the 

Inspector panel.
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Mastering often revolves around making fi nal edits to the project’s Master 
Track, which can be viewed via Track>Show Master Track.

Export Song to Disk command
Pick out the final decisions associated with exporting and saving audio to file 

 Save As options
Export begins with what to call the file 
and where it saves. The name defaults 
to the project title and time stamp and 
is placed in the GarageBand folder.

 Export Song to Disk
With mastering all but finished, 
sharing or exporting the project is 
the last stage. Here we focus on the 
Share>Export Song to Disk option and 
the core points of interest.

 Choosing file type
GarageBand exports to AAC, MP3 
or AIFF file formats. The choice here 
largely comes down to compatibility, 
with iTunes supporting all.

 Selecting Quality level
The Quality drop-down provides four 
options for AAC/MP3 ranging from 
Low Quality (64 kBit/s) to Highest 
Quality (256 kBit/s). AIFF offers 16-bit 
or 24-bit uncompressed export.

 Knowledge base
Export cycle area
On the Share>Export Song 
to Disk dialog box, there’s 
a useful little checkbox 
tagged onto the end. Ticking 
this exports the area of 
your project selected by 
the yellow cycle region. 
This is useful for exporting 
just a portion of a project, 
ignoring any rough parts or 
‘unmastered’ parts.

Share to 
SoundCloud
Your mastered music 
can be shared a 
number of ways. 
However, Share>Song 
to SoundCloud prompts 
for login to a valid 
account for this cloud-
based audio distribution 
service – immediately 
uploading your export to 
share with the world!

Compressor 
tweaking
Compression is great for 
boosting low and high 
ends within the Master 
Track. Sometimes used 
in tandem, the plug-in’s 
controls are accessed 
via the Plug-ins 
Inspector. Go easy; less 
is often more – typically 
a 2:1 ratio is a general 
rule of thumb.    

What no 
normalize?
GarageBand has no 
‘normalize’ plug-in 
effect for maximising 
sound waves to full 
width before clipping 
occurs. However, within 
the Preferences and 
Advanced tab you 
can toggle an Auto 
Normalize feature for 
achieving optimum 
loudness on export.   

Stereo track panning
More a mix trick, but track panning 
is worth highlighting if you your 
song feels ‘thin’ while mastering 
and some width is desired. In your 
track headers, try panning certain 
instrumentation to all left or all right 
using the pan knob, leaving lead tracks 
running down the middle.  
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Find a sweet spot with the Visual EQ
How to adjust your audio at a frequency level with GarageBand’s dedicated EQ plug-in 

GarageBandGarageBand

Inside the Equaliser 
Discover the essential interactive features of GarageBand’s Visual EQ  

In audio production terms, ‘EQ’, short for equalisation, is all 
about adjusting frequency levels within a signal. Electronic sound 
is split into frequency ‘bands’ within a range of units, or hertz 
(hz), that can be boosted to bring out better bass, mid-tone or 
treble response. GarageBand facilitates the ability to drill into this 
fundamental level of audio processing with its own interactive 
visual EQ, a control for ‘equalising’ track and project output. Found 
within the Smart Control panel, it graphically plots frequency 
bands and peaks, adjustable in real time. As well as making 
edits manually, this ‘Channel EQ’ plug-in also comes loaded with 
presets designed to simplify the process for the uninitiated.

Difficulty 

Download available

Time needed

20

 Dragging control points 
When activated, control points for 
each EQ band can be dragged up 
or down the display axis to raise or 
lower the level. Dragging them left or 
right changes the frequency for the 
selected band. 

 Adjusting points 
numerically
With a control point selected, 
double-clicking the Frequency, 
Gain or Q values shown below 
enables you to change the levels 
numerically. You can also adjust 
Gain using the slider control 
positioned to the right edge.  

 Independent EQ bands 
The Visual EQ spans eight bands, 
toggled active via the coloured 
symbols arranged across the top 
of the display. Each runs from low 
to high, bass to treble and occupy 
the frequency spectrum from 
20hz to 20khz. 

 Knowledge base
Using multiple 
EQ effects
The current track patch 
can have more than one 
Channel EQ effect added 
via the Inspector’s Plug-
ins stack. By changing an 
existing effect to EQ or 
adding a new one, you can 
work with multiple manual 
or preset settings to achieve 
combined results. Only the 
first one – the highest – in 
the plug-ins list is the one 
shown under the EQ tab. 

 The EQ preset menu 
The drop-down menu in the top-left 
corner, or in the Smart Control Inspector 
panel, provides options for saving EQ 
edits alongside stored presets. Each is 
categorised by instrument types, Mastering 
templates and general-purpose EQ tools.  
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1 Track Edit view 
Find the Visual EQ by selecting a track or the 
project Master Track and show Smart Controls 
with the B keyboard shortcut, clicking the EQ 
tab to show in the Track Edit panel. 

2 Floating Visual EQ
Alternatively, multiple Visual EQ windows can 
be floated on top. From the Smart Control 
Inspector, hover and click the middle icon 
within any Channel EQ plug-in.  

3 The Analyzer button 
Click the Analyzer button during playback to 
view the track’s frequency curve. This is useful 
for monitoring which are louder or softer while 
adjusting EQ bands.  

4 Toggling EQ bands 
Eight EQ band symbols run across the top, 
clickable to toggle on or off. Hovering over the 
area below highlights the band in the display 
and the associated control point.

5 Adjusting control points 
Click and drag each band’s colour-coded 
control point to form curves within the 
frequency range, adjusting response across 
low-end (bass), middle, and high-end (treble).  

6 The Gain slider 
Gain boosts the signal output of bands 2-7, 
and ‘drop off’ slopes for bands 1 and 8. You 
can also enter Gain and Q (resonance) values 
by clicking the fields to the left.

Round out audio with some Equalizer magicStep-by-step

The Visual EQ relates to the Channel EQ plug-in, accessible via the Smart 
Control Inspector panel under Output or via the dedicated EQ tab to the right. 

Usually the very best way to begin working with EQ is 
from the collection of template presets. These are ideal for 
understanding how the eight frequency bands correlate to 
the kinds of sounds you wish to achieve. Arranged largely 
by instrument and designed to brighten, add punch or 
warmth, the addition of more universal presets are suited 
for overall project effects. What’s more, you can also save 
manual or preset edits for future use, so here we’ll look 
more closely at both features.    1 Preset EQ collections 

The majority of EQ presets target instruments 
spanning Drums, Keyboards, Guitar, Horns, and 
Voice. These are best for corresponding project 
tracks, while those from Mastering and EQ Tools 
are more suited to the Master Track. 

2 Saving custom edits 
Adjustments you then make within the Visual EQ’s 
display, from presets or manually, can be saved 
and then loaded via the drop-down menu. The 
Save As command saves the setting with a name, 
any colour tags and destination. 

Using presets 

“Designed to add punch or 
warmth, universal presets are 
suited for overall project effects”
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Logic Pro X

Explore Alchemy’s new spectral effects 
Breathe new life into your sounds with these clever new effects

The surprise appearance of Logic Pro X 10.2.1 in mid-January 
2016 went a long way towards lifting the midwinter gloom for 
Logicians worldwide. With lots of improvements and new features 
such as live multi-threading on multiple input tracks and the ability 
to export selected tracks as stems, 10.2.1 represents a major 
update. Those with a penchant for sound design are treated to 11 
new spectral effects for the Alchemy synth. Spectral effects work 
differently to conventional audio effects because they operate in 
the frequency domain, manipulating sound by changing elements 
of its frequency spectrum. The implications for sound designers 
are huge, so let’s explore how to use the new spectral suite.

Difficulty 

Download available

Time needed

10

Spooky stuff 
Let Alchemy’s spectral suite chill your tunes to perfection 

 Realtime Spectrogram
This is a real-time plot of the 
frequencies in the currently playing 
sound against time. More intense 
colour represents louder volumes for 
each frequency.

 Mix it
The Mix control is the only control 
that’s common to all 11 effects. 
It is used to set the balance 
between the original signal and 
the processed sound.

 Take control
Each effect features four editable 
parameters that appear on these 
four controls. The exact functions 
will differ according to which 
effect is selected.

 Knowledge base
What are 
spectral effects?
From the name, you might 
think spectral effects got 
the name because they have 
a tendency to sound a bit 
spooky. In fact, it’s because 
they operate by applying 
mathematical algorithms 
to a sound’s frequency 
spectrum, as opposed to 
conventional time-based 
effects like reverb and delay, 
or modulation effects such 
as flangers and phasers.

 Two up
You can have two independent spectral 
effects active per source, and a bandpass 
filter on the end of the chain can remove 
either high or low frequencies from the 
affected signal.



37

1 Open Alchemy
Click Alchemy’s Advanced tab to show the 
synth’s controls. Then click the File button and 
select the Clear option to reset the synth back 
to its initial state.

2 Import Audio
Select the Import Audio option from the 
Source A menu. In the file browser, choose 
an audio file – we’ve provided Melodic Loop 
1.wav. Click the Import button to import it.

3 Start a tab
Select Source A’s tab on the left-hand side – 
it’s the only active source of the four available. 
Play a note on your keyboard to see the real-
time spectrogram light up.

4 Check the menu
To the right of the spectrogram are two empty 
effects slots. Click on the word None in the 
left-most slot to reveal the pop-up menu of 11 
new spectral effects.

5 Blur it up
We’ve selected the Blur effect here. This 
produces a frequency blurring effect that 
works especially well on audio with pitch 
variations like the one we’ve imported.

6 Length
This control sets the length of time for which 
frequencies are sustained – higher values 
increase the blurring effect, making the 
pitches in the sound more indistinct for longer.

7 Variance
The Blur effect only works on a selection of 
frequencies within the sound. The Variance 
control determines how varied this selection of 
frequencies is.

8 Gate
The Gate control governs how much the effect 
is impacted by the source sound’s amplitude 
envelope. Higher values tend to produce a 
shorter, duller effect.

9 Experiment away
With the settings as shown, we’ve created a 
spooky atmospheric effect. Try experimenting 
with different effects on different source audio 
files by importing any audio you like!

Get creative with spectral effectsStep-by-step

For a rundown of the 11 new eff ects, check out the Logic Pro Instruments>
Alchemy>Sound Sources>Spectral Element Eff ects area of the Help section.
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Final Cut Pro X

Create a custom preset video effect 
Build a unique look and save it as an easy-to-apply preset to save time in the future

Final Cut Pro X has a wide range of preset video effects that will 
change a clip’s look. As well as changing your footage’s colours 
and tones, these presets can add a host of creative artifacts such 
as filmic dust and scratches or soft focus vignetted edges. You 
can pick and mix from the Effects Browser’s categories to bolt 
preset effects together. This enables you to build up layers of 
effects that help create more unique-looking footage. Tweaking 
colours and tones manually or adding effects in layers can take 
time, so it makes sense to store new looks as user-created effect 
presets. This enables you to add your own custom video effects to 
other clips in a time-saving click, as we’ll demonstrate here.

Difficulty 

Download available

Time needed

10

Custom presets 
Combine multiple effects and then save the results as a custom preset

 Custom preset 
You can label your custom preset and 
store it in any of the Effects Browser’s 
category. This enables you to drag it 
onto other clips and instantly change 
their look without the need for further 
fiddling with the Inspector’s sliders. 

 Vintage film 
We combined the Aged Film preset and the 
Vignette preset and tweaked a host of sliders to 
create a custom ‘Days Gone By’ preset that adds 
a soft focus edge, projector jitter and lots of dust 
and scratches, plus a wash of warm sepia. 

 Manual 
adjustments 
Each video preset that 
you add has editable 
properties that you 
can tweak in the Video 
Inspector. The more 
fine-tuning that you do 
here, the more personal 
and unique your custom 
video preset will look. 

 Knowledge base
Share a preset
Once you’ve created a 
custom preset you can 
share it. Right-click on the 
custom preset in the Effects 
browser and choose Reveal 
in Finder. This takes you to 
the Effects Presets folder 
where you can view the file 
with an .effectsPreset suffix. 
Other users can pop this file 
in their own Effects Preset 
folder and then access it in 
Final Cut Pro. 

 Pick and mix
You can combine different presets together 
to create more distinctive looks. Here we’ve 
mixed the Stylize category’s Aged Film 
preset with the Vignette preset.



39

1 Add clip to Timeline 
Drop a clip into the Timeline. In our example 
we’re going to make a digital clip look like 
film footage. This will involve customising and 
layering preset video effects.

2 Use a preset effect 
Click the Show Effects Browser icon. Click the 
Stylize category. Drag the Aged Film preset 
onto the clip. This adds a sepia wash and 
default amount of dust and scratches.

3 Summon the Inspector 
To customise the preset effect and add extra 
artifacts, choose Window>Show Inspector. 
Toggle open the Aged Film effect and add 
extra filmic artifacts. Boost scratches, too.

4 Shake it up
The preset lacks the jitter produced by faulty 
sprockets that slip when they travel through 
the projector. Add this by dragging the Jitter 
Amount and Jitter Variance sliders right. 

5 Add a vignette 
For a more authentic old film camera look, we 
can darken the edges of the frame and soften 
them a little to mimic a less sophisticated lens. 
Drag the Vignette preset onto the clip.

6 Blur the edges 
In the Inspector’s Vignette section, push Blur 
Amount to 16 to blur the edge. Set Darken to 
0.93 for a subtle effect. Drag the Size slider 
left to restrict vignetting to outer edges.

7 A wash of sepia 
A wash of sepia will help evoke a vintage vibe. 
From the Color section of the Effects Browser, 
drag Sepia to the clip. Set Amount to 60 and 
drag Wash to 67 to get a sepia tone.

8 Save as custom preset 
Go to File>Save Video Effects Preset. Label 
your preset. Choose a category to store it in, 
such as Looks. Tick the attributes that you 
want to include. Click Save.

9 Apply your custom preset
Add a new clip to the Timeline. To apply your 
custom preset, go to Looks. Find your custom 
preset and drag it onto the clip. The custom 
preset will change the clip immediately.

Create and store layered preset video effectsStep-by-step

You’ll fi nd it easier to change a clip’s colours and tones with a custom preset 
if the footage has originally been captured using a Neutral camera setting.
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Safari

10 things you 
didn’t know 
about Safari

Safari has been Apple’s primary browser ever since 2005, 
when it replaced Internet Explorer as the stock web browser 
shipped with Macs. Over the last 11 years Cupertino has 
refined and improved it to become the ultimate tool for surfing 
the internet. As with everything Apple, there is a host of 
incredible features designed to make the user experience as 
easy and enjoyable as possible. These range from keyboard 
shortcuts all the way up to modifying advanced preference 
settings, so users of all levels and technical ability can make 
Safari work for them. We’ve scoured Safari’s settings and 
managed to unearth ten features you may not know existed 
so you can get much more out of your Mac browsing time. 

What hidden treasures can be found 
inside your browser? We’ve taken a 
close look to find out

Mute tabs
Autoplay on Safari 
is highly annoying, 

especially when you’re 
trying to listen to 

something else and an 
advert plays over the 

top. As soon as you see 
the little megaphone 

icon in the search bar 
or tab, hover over it and 

then click to mute that 
specific tab.

Clear history
For whatever reason, 

you might need to delete 
your browser history. 

However, a blanket wipe 
could look suspicious, 

and removing individual 
sites takes time. Tap 

History>Show History 
and select a timespan 

for removing your 
recently visited sites.

Quick add
Ever visited a site, 

wanted to show it to a 
friend but completely 

forgot what it was 
called? Prevent this from 

happening by hitting 
the search bar and then 

dragging the icon on 
the left-hand side of the 
bar down into the list of 
Favorites. You will now 
be able to find it again.

Pin tabs
Marginally more 

accessible than the 
Favorites menu is the 

Pin Tab menu. If you’re 
on a page that you 

know you’re going to 
be visiting a lot, hit 

Window>Pin Tab so it is 
permanently available 

just below the Safari 
search bar. It will refresh 
itself in the background.

See full web 
addresses

Safari automatically 
reduces the address of 
any website you are on 

to the domain name and 
country code. Enable 
the full version to be 

shown by hitting Safari> 
Preferences, then 

tapping Advanced 
before ‘Show full 

website address’, so you 
can see it all.

Identify problem sites
If your Mac is lagging it could well be 
a script running on a Safari webpage 

that is holding your machine back. 
Press Command and Space bar, then 
type in Activity Monitor. This powerful 

utility will show you how much 
memory each program is using as well 

as individual tabs. 
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Check out the Safari Extensions store by clicking on Safari>Safari Extensions. 
Here you can download more apps to optimise your browser.

Bookmarks and Reading Lists
Keep tabs on all your favourite tabs

 Understand the icons
The open book in the side panel is 
your Bookmarks folder and the pair 
of glasses is your Reading List. The 
@ symbol is a feed of posts from 
selected social networks.

 Bulk add bookmarks
Tap on the Bookmarks menu on the 
top bar. Hit Add Bookmarks for These 
x Tabs in order to put all your opened 
tabs into your Bookmarks folder. The 
‘x’ value will change according to the 
number of tabs you have open.

 Add to Reading List
To save a webpage for reading later, 
hover over the far left of the URL bar. 
Tap on the plus sign that appears and 
it will be put into your Reading List.

 Find your mark
In order to access your bookmarks 
and Reading List, hit the square icon 
between the URL bar and the Undo/
Redo buttons. Your lists will appear on 
the left of the Safari window.

 Knowledge base
Keyboard shortcuts
Keyboard shortcuts are 
absolutely essential to a 
quick and efficient Safari 
user experience. The key 
ones you’ll need to know 
are Shift + T to open a new 
tab, Shift + N to open a 
new window, Shift + Tab to 
switch between tabs and 
Cmd + Z to re-open the last 
tab you closed. 

Speed share
Did you know that you 
can share webpages 
with your mates much 
faster than the arduous 
copy, load up email, 
paste and send? Tap on 
the upwards-pointing 
arrow inside the square 
in the top-right corner 
of Safari and choose 
whatever method you 
want to share.

Turn on 
the status bar
The status bar in 
Safari has shrunk, 
dropping right down to 
a translucent strip in the 
bottom-left of the screen 
that appears whenever 
you hover over a link 
on a webpage. You can 
turn this back on by 
hitting View and then 
Show Status Bar.

Instant maps
If you want to quickly 
glance at an address 
without copying, loading 
up Maps and pasting, 
simply highlight the 
address, right-click 
and hit Look Up. This 
will bring up a box that 
shows you the location 
of that address with the 
option to view in Maps. 

View full screen
We all know that the red button in 
the corner closes the browser and 
the yellow one minimises it, but have 
you ever bothered to tap on the green 
one? If you do, you will notice your 
Safari expands to fill your Mac’s entire 
screen. Tap again to reduce it, or hold 
and drag to activate Split View.
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Pretty much the biggest bane of online life has to be pop-up 
ads. You’re happily browsing the web and all of a sudden you’re 
bombarded with offers to buy everything from an iPhone case to 
a car. Many websites rely on adverts for their revenue but there is 
a fine line between discreet, targeted adverts and giant banners 
that dominate your screen. Apple includes some pop-up blocking 
wizardry of its own to keep its users safe from having their web 
browsing experience ruined, but there are also some excellent 
third-party options that keep the adverts to a minimum. Some will 
even eradicate them entirely, so not only are you free from seeing 
them but you also avoid having to wait for the things to load. 

Difficulty 

Download available

Time needed

20

1 Access Mac preferences 
Tap on the Apple icon in the top-left corner of 
the screen and select Preferences from the 
drop-down menu. From the dialog box that 
appears, click on Security.

2 Block pop-ups 
The screen that appears will have a list of 
tickable options, including Block Pop-up 
Windows. Click on the box to prevent them 
from appearing over the top of websites.

3 Find extensions 
Tap on Safari in the top-right corner and then 
hit Safari Extensions in the drop-down menu. 
This will open a Safari tab or window with all 
the available extensions in it. 

4 Download AdBlock 
One of the first options should be AdBlock. If 
not, search for it using the search bar on the 
right-hand side of the window. Click Install 
Now and then choose to donate or not. 

5 Download Adguard 
Head back to the Safari Extensions screen 
and type in Adguard AdBlocker. Download it 
in the same way you downloaded AdBlock. 
These can work side-by-side or on their own. 

6 Change settings 
Tap on the Adguard icon at the top of the 
window and then hit Adguard Settings. This 
will enable you to activate or deactivate certain 
settings, such as allowing acceptable ads.

Block pop-up ads appearingStep-by-step

Prevent pop-ups and adware in Safari
Use your Mac’s settings and third-party software to keep your Mac free from irritating ads

Safari
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Ad-tack the block
Keep those adverts away from your web browsing

 Protect all your devices
It’s not just your Mac that needs 
saving from adverts. Head onto the 
App Store to download the software 
onto your iPhone as well, so you don’t 
waste time and data downloading 
irritating ads. 

 Cleaner experience 
Losing adverts from the page 
not only speeds up loading times 
but also results in a cleaner, less 
cluttered browsing experience, 
leaving you to enjoy the site 
without messy distractions.

 Blocked off
AdBlock keeps you permanently 
up to date with all the 
interruptions it has prevented 
from appearing by showing a red 
marker with the current blocked 
total inside. 

 Knowledge base
Whitelisted ads
A number of websites have 
started responding to ad 
blockers by asking users 
to add them to a whitelist. 
Websites on a whitelist 
are able to bypass the ad 
blocker and display adverts, 
keeping revenue streams up. 
Adverts on whitelisted sites 
tend to be less intrusive so 
aren’t as annoying to users. 
It’s up to you whether or not 
you decide to permit sites to 
be whitelisted. 

 Quick changes
By tapping on the Adguard icon you can alter 
the settings easily by clicking on the greyed-
out text to activate that particular menu 
option. Tap again to de-activate that setting.

Check out the Acceptable Ads Manifesto to see who has pledged to run 
non-intrusive ads in exchange for being whitelisted from ad blockers.

Adware is software that often gets bundled in with other 
downloads in order to keep it hidden and forces pop-
ups on you that bypass your ad blockers. It’s immensely 
annoying and could also be dangerous as it could contain 
viruses that slow down your computer. However, Apple has 
provided a relatively easy way of getting rid of the more 
common adware programs so you can eradicate them in 
just a couple of simple steps. 

1 Go to folder
Head onto apple.com/support, search for adware 
and hit the first result. Scroll down and copy the 
first line of text. Open a Finder window and set to 
column view. Tap Go at the top of the screen and 
then Go To Folder.

2 Delete adware
Paste the copied text into the window that 
appears. Hit Go. If that adware is on your system 
it will appear in a folder. Send it to the Trash and 
restart your Mac. Repeat for all lines of text and 
you should be free.

Remove adware

“Adware often gets bundled in 
with other downloads in order 
to keep it hidden”
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1 Sign in or up 
Chances are, if you’ve got this far you’ve 
already signed up to Twitter. If not, you’ll find 
the option to do this at the bottom of the login 
screen when you launch the app

2 Authorise it 
If you’ve got two-factor authentication enabled 
on your Twitter account, you’ll be prompted to 
enter a code from a text message sent to your 
phone to finish signing in.

3 Going dark 
Twitter’s much-touted dark theme doesn’t 
display automatically, so you’ll need to hit 
Cmd+, to open Preferences and select it from 
the Theme options.

Get to know the new Twitter app
If you’re not after the complexity of TweetDeck, using Twitter’s 
other dedicated desktop app hasn’t always been easy. The 
company has been slow to release updates (even for seemingly 
essential things like Retina display support) and its lack of support 
for third-party developers means that apps like Tweetbot for Mac 
are pricey. Still, the latest major update (which was released at 
the end of December 2015) looks like a step in the right direction. 
Along with a slicker UI, there are new features to explore (including 
the arguably essential animated GIF support) and enough of an 
update to restore faith in the company’s OS X efforts. If you haven’t 
already, now’s the time to grab the official Twitter app.

See what’s new in Twitter’s latest and long-awaited Mac update

4 GIFs and videos 
Animated GIFs and video uploads are a staple 
of any great Twitter feed, and now you can 
view them inline. Simply find a video or GIF 
and tap Play to see them in action.

5 Quote a tweet 
Instead of just retweeting, Twitter’s updated 
app now gives you the chance to add your 
own thoughts to anything you repost. Hit the 
Retweet button and type away to quote. 

6 Sound ‘em out 
Got a friend who’s too vocal on Twitter? Don’t 
want to offend them by unfollowing? You can 
always mute them. You’ll find the option under 
the cog icon on their profile.

Explore the app’s new featuresStep-by-step

Twitter

Difficulty 

Download available

Time needed

20
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The only major Twitter feature this current version of the Mac app is missing 
is Moments – Twitter’s curated stories. You’ll need to go online for those.

Twitter for Mac 101 
Never fired up the desktop before? Don’t worry, here’s a primer…

 Your first tweet 
Down in the bottom-left corner of 
Twitter’s window, you’ll see the 
Compose button. Hit this to write your 
first tweet from your Mac. You can 
also set up a shortcut for this in the 
app’s Preferences.

 Show some love
Under each tweet in your timeline 
you’ll find a few options; Reply, 
Quote/Retweet and Like. You can 
right-click for these options, but 
for a quick response, you’ll want 
to hit one of these.

 Add some detail
In Twitter’s compose window, 
there are a few options to 
make your tweets even more 
interesting. Click the camera to 
attach photos and videos, or 
the pin to add your location for 
everyone to see.

 Knowledge base
Going pro?
Want an easier way to 
manage multiple accounts? 
Fancy viewing a few 
different feeds at the same 
time? Then you’ll want 
to get TweetDeck. It’s 
Twitter’s Mac app for power 
users and it’s available for 
free on the App Store. It 
comes with plenty of more 
advanced features like tweet 
scheduling and the ability to 
perform advanced searches 
on your timeline. 

 A new message
Whether it’s fresh tweets in your timeline or 
an opened or updated direct message, a 
small blue indicator next to the tabs on the 
left will let you know what’s new.

7 Group DMs 
They may sometimes be annoying, but group 
direct messages (DMs) can also be useful. 
Head to the DMs tab, hit the Compose button 
and add as many contacts as necessary.

8 Get notified 
Along with an update to the app itself, Twitter 
has also added a Notification Centre widget. 
Open up Notification Centre, hit Edit and it will 
become available to add in.

9 Get your highlights
Highlights is a great way to catch up on 
popular tweets in your timeline and network. 
By default, Twitter’s widget shows one, but 
you can hit Show More to see lots of them.



48

Studies have shown that looking at computer, tablet and phone 
screens just before bedtime plays havoc with sleep patterns. This 
is because the blue light that is so useful during the day prevents 
your brain from producing the sleep hormone melatonin at night. 
F.lux is a free-to-download app that reduces the amount of blue 
light emitting from your screen as the day progresses, mimicking 
the change in the colour of the sky as the sun sets. This turns 
your screen towards the red end of the spectrum, so your body 
realises the day is ending and you need to get some sleep. This 
tutorial shows you how to download the app and adapt it for your 
own needs so your sleep patterns can return to normal. 

Difficulty 

Download availableDownload available

Time needed

20

f.lux

Make your screen night-time friendly
Set your Mac’s colour scheme to warm up as night draws in

F.lux explained
How to use f.lux to help you sleep

 Set wake-up time
Tap the arrows up and down to alter your 
wake-up time by 15 minutes per tap. 
This helps f.lux know when to return the 
screen to its normal bright, blue-lit state.

 Daylight saving
Setting your location helps f.lux to pinpoint 
when the sun will set and rise in your area. 
It can then therefore time when to begin 
reducing the blue light in time with the sun.

 Alter intensity 
Pushing the slider up and down 
alters how much blue light is 
eradicated from the screen. If you 
feel f.lux’s automatic choices are 
too severe or not harsh enough, 
move the slider until you’re happy. 

 Knowledge base
El Capitan user alert
F.lux conflicts with a new 
setting in El Capitan that 
automatically adjusts the 
brightness of your screen, 
causing your screen to 
flicker occasionally. Tap the 
Apple menu in the top left-
hand corner of the screen 
and select Preferences. Go 
to Displays and uncheck the 
box that says Automatically 
Adjust Brightness so f.lux 
can do its thing without 
suffering any interruption.

 Working into the night 
The Working Late preset delays the shift to 
no blue light dramatically so you can retain 
the alertness of the daytime while working 
into the night. This can be manually shifted 
as well, though.
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1 Download f.lux
Go to justgetflux.com and click Download 
f.lux. This will send a zip folder to your 
Downloads folder, which you should then 
open in a Finder window and unpack.

2 Your location
Type the postcode or city you will mostly be 
using your Mac into the Location box. Tap 
Search and the program will pinpoint your 
location. Click Confirm – your location is set.

3 Set evening hue
F.lux will set your computer screen to warm 
up as the evening draws in but you can 
manually change the severity of this change 
by selecting Sunset and moving the slider.

4 Set bedtime hue
The next step is to make sure that the blue 
light is entirely eradicated from the screen 
around bedtime when you need to go to 
sleep. Tap Bedtime and push the slider left. 

5 Use presets 
In the top-left of the f.lux set-up window is a 
box with some presets. Custom Colours is 
your manipulated style, while Recommended 
Colours is f.lux’s standard.

6 Complete set up 
Once you are happy with the way f.lux has 
been set up, click the Done button in the 
bottom-right corner of the window. F.lux will 
now work away quietly in the background.

Alter your Mac screen’s colourStep-by-step

f.lux is also available on your iPad and iPod so your sleeping pattern won’t be 
disturbed when you’re fl icking through Facebook just before going to bed. 

Although f.lux works pretty well by just knowing your 
location, there are a few more things you can do to 
personalise your experience. You can dip into f.lux’s 
settings and set a number of personal factors so the 
program can be tailored towards you and whatever device 
you are running the program on. This tutorial will show you 
how to adjust those settings on the f.lux website. 1 Find your iDevice

Direct your browser to justgetflux.com and tap 
the f.luxometer graph in the top right-hand corner. 
Tap on the blue button in the top left-hand corner 
and select the model, or closest model, of iDevice 
that you are using.

2 Alter your settings 
To personalise the app, tap on the word Settings, 
which is just below the graph in the new window 
and set your age, the distance you are from the 
screen and how much you want the screen to 
gradually get dimmed.

Make f.lux specific 
to your needs

“The program can be tailored 
towards you and whatever 
device you are running”
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Love or loathe them, emojis are here to stay. The text language 
was created in the Nineties by Japanese mobile operators, 
and has become a much-loved part of mobile messaging. The 
word emoji comes from the Japanese words for ‘picture’ and 
‘character’ and depicts a series of facial expressions, and plenty 
more. Emojis took off in popularity when they were added to iOS, 
but did you know that emojis have been part of OS X since 10.7 
Lion? That’s right, you can use emojis when you’re typing on your 
Mac, and it’s not even a hidden setting. It’s best not to litter an 
important email or document with emojis, but if you feel like you 
need a modern language upgrade, follow the tips below.

Find out where the emoji messaging language has been hiding in OS X 

Everyone loves to do things quickly, 
so finding the right emoji with minimal 
effort will be top of most users’ priority 
list. Here are a couple of tips. 

1 Text input app
Open an app that you write text in regularly. 
We’re using TextEdit to show you, but you can 
use pretty much any app that lets you input 
text. Type away as you normally would.

2 Edit menu
Come to a part of the text where you feel an 
emoji would help your message? Head up to 
the Edit menu in the toolbar and click on Emoji 
& Symbols at the bottom.

3 Emoji library
A pop-up box will now appear, with every 
possible emoji inside it. You can pick up and 
move the box to wherever you like on your 
screen so it doesn’t distract you. 

4 Pick an emoji
Check out the sidebar to the right to discover 
the best ways to find the right emoji. When 
you do find one, click it with your mouse to 
see it added to your document. 

Add emojis to text documentsStep-by-step

1 Keyboard shortcut
You don’t need to manually find the Emojis 
& Symbol option. Use the Cmd+Ctrl+space 
keyboard shortcut to access the box. Navigate the 
library by clicking on the icons at the bottom.

2 Add to Favorites
If all these symbols is making it hard for you to 
find the right one, click the Cmd icon box to make 
it easier to navigate. You can also add your most 
popular emojis to the Favorites menu.

Find emojis

Difficulty 

Download available

Time needed

2

OS X

Add emojis to documents on your Mac
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A pple always does a great job of providing us 
with the tools we need to get creative. Whether 
it’s the fantastic camera on the iPhone; the 
powerful editing tools provided by the Mac; or the 
incredible touch-screen experience that enables 

you to paint and draw on iPad, we’re lucky to have everything 
we could need to try new things. Sometimes, though, you 
just need a little inspiration before you take that leap and try 
something you haven’t ever done before with your Apple kit.

And that’s what Apple’s ‘Start Something New’ campaign 
is all about. The Cupertino company is putting the focus 
on creative users who have done amazing work with Apple 
hardware, software and accessories, and publishing their 
work on the Apple home page for everyone to see and enjoy. 
Whether it’s a stunning long-exposure photo that captures 
threads of light like brush strokes, or slow-mo videos that use 
gravity to defy the senses, there are all kinds of projects that 
people have made with the tools you may already have, ready 
to go, in your home.

So, with that in mind, we thought now was the perfect 
time to show you exactly how you can get started with a 
new creative project and – who knows? – maybe even get 
your own work featured on Apple’s website. Dive into our 
masterclass and learn how to take your photos, videos and 
iPad paintings to a whole new level with incredible apps, 
accessories and – of course – inspiration!

Learn a new creative skill with 
one of these incredible projects 
for Mac, iPad and iPhone 

AMAZING 
CREATIVE 
PROJECTS

Whether it’s a stunning long-exposure photo that captures 
threads of light like brush strokes, or slow-mo videos that use 
gravity to defy the senses, there are all kinds of projects that 
people have made with the tools you may already have, ready 

So, with that in mind, we thought now was the perfect 
time to show you exactly how you can get started with a 
new creative project and – who knows? – maybe even get 
your own work featured on Apple’s website. Dive into our 
masterclass and learn how to take your photos, videos and 
iPad paintings to a whole new level with incredible apps, 

“Sometimes, you just need a 
little inspiration before you try 
something you haven’t done 

before with your Apple kit”
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Check out 
the site

If you head over to apple.
com/start-something-new you 
can check out the projects that 

Apple is featuring, and even 
take a look at the apps and 

hardware that were used 
to create them!
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While we’ll be showing you the equipment and apps used by the pros in this 
feature, you don’t need expensive stuff  to be creative!



Top shooting tips
Awe-inspiring photography

Taking your work to the next level 
takes practice, but it’s not skill alone 
that makes the professionals look so 
good. In many cases these pros use 
extra accessories to optimise their 
devices – from tripods to lenses that 
can change the optics of the iPhone’s 
camera. Here are a few that were used 
in the Start Something New campaign.

Essential kit Manfrotto Compact 
Action Tripod
For capturing HDR 
images, or for taking a 
series of photos from 
exactly the same spot 
to merge later, this is 
definitely your best 
option. It has an 
ergonomic handle 
to control your 
phone, whether 
it’s for photos 
or video.

MeFOTO
If you’ve 
upgraded with 
a tripod, you 
can’t choose 
a better grip 
for it than 
the MeFOTO 
Sidekick 360. 
It will hold any 
iPhone tight, 
and give you an 
incredible amount of control over 
precarious angles.

Olloclip
For those 
wanting more 
options for the 
built-in camera, 
the Olloclip 
4-in-1 lens gives 
you two macro 
lenses, a fish-eye 
lens and a wide-
angle option – so 
you have options 
when you’re out 
on a shoot.

Tool up with the same 
accessories as the pros

 Compose it
Take the time to 
compose your photo 
and you’ll save yourself 
a whole host of editing 
time later on. A well-
composed image won’t 
need any cropping.

 Go remote
Remember that you no 
longer have to touch your 
phone when you’re ready 
to take your photo. Instead, 
you can use your Apple 
Watch, or alternatively the 
volume up button on a pair 
of headphones.

 Go third-party
The built-in Camera app is 
really useful, but there are 
plenty of third-party apps 
available that offer more 
settings and options – such 
as the powerful Camera+.

 Use extra kit
The iPhone’s camera is 
great, but that doesn’t 
mean you should only use 
the built-in tools. Consider 
a tripod for a more stable 
image, or an external flash.

 Change exposure
The iPhone has a great tool 
for adjusting the exposure 
of your shot before you 
hit the shutter button. 
Tap the screen, then drag 
the sun up or down to 
increase or decrease the 
image brightness.

Get more from your photos before they even touch an editing app

Amazing creative projects
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The rule 
of thirds

Open Settings>Photos & 
Camera and you can activate 
a grid. You can then use this 
to compose a great photo. 
Position focal points at the 

intersections; the eye will be 
naturally drawn there.



Merge photos together with Union

1 Add a background
Add an image that you want to use as a 
background. You can crop the image, rotate, 
or adjust the frame to one of four presets – 
don’t worry, though, you can do this later.

2 Add a foreground
Next, choose an image you want to impose 
over the background. Tap the grid icon at the 
top to turn on ‘snapping’, or pinch to resize 
the image to fit the background.

3 Paint the mask
Now it’s time to paint the mask. Use the Erase 
brush to get rid of the top layer. If you make a 
mistake you can paint it back on. Start with a 
hard brush, then touch up with a softer brush.

4 Adjust to match
As you may be using two different images, the 
colours could look unnatural. Tap one of the 
layers and use the colour matching controls to 
adjust things like Contrast and Saturation.

Blend images into one with this powerful app
Stylise photos 
with Darkroom

1 Choose 
a filter
There are some 
great filters to 
choose from 
built into the 
Darkroom app 
– tap each one 
to see how 
they look on 
your image. 
If you want 
to go further, 
download more 
with an IAP.

2 Change 
the settings
You can also 
adjust specific 
options, like 
Contrast, 
Sharpness and 
Vignette. Tap 
the next icon 
along to see all 
the changes 
you have made 
and also return 
to any previous 
version.

3 Go further
The real power 
of the app lies 
in the Curves 
tool, as well as 
in the ability to 
adjust specific 
colours and 
save your own 
filters to use 
again later – or 
to share with all 
of your friends 
who are using 
Darkroom.

Get powerful edits with 
Darkroom for iPhone

When it comes to merging 
photos together on iPhone 
and iPad, the pro’s first 
choice is Union. The app is 

very simple – it gives you a 
background layer, a foreground layer 
and a mask layer, from which you 
can paint on the area of the 
foreground that you want to merge 
with the second image. It’s easy 
to use, but offers some seriously 
powerful functionality that will 
let you create all sorts of 
totally unique images that 
would otherwise be 
impossible to make.

Editing using the Photos 
app on iPhone is great. 
But to really stylise your 
photos with custom filters, 

you need an app like Darkroom. With 
the free app, you can create great edits 
– but buy the in-app purchase and you 
can devise your own custom filters.
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There are plenty of apps that let you mask photos to create a composite 
creation, but Union keeps things simple while packing in plenty of power.



Create a 
time-lapse 
sequence

1 Set it up
For the best results, you should set 
your iPhone up on a really solid surface, so 
that it doesn’t move at all during the time-
lapse. If you have a tripod, this is the time 
to use it.

2 Hit the button
Tap and hold on the screen to lock focus 
and exposure, otherwise your iPhone may 
automatically adjust as the scene gets 
brighter or darker. When you’re totally 
happy, hit the Record button!

3 Speed control
Your iPhone will automatically shorten your 
time-lapse recording into a shorter clip, 
but if you want even more control over the 
speed, open the video in iMovie on Mac 
and use the speed controller.

Capture hours of footage and 
condense it down to seconds

Shoot and edit a 
slow-motion movie

1 Go slower 
Open up the 
Settings app and 
choose Photos 
& Camera. Scroll 
down and you’ll 
see the Record 
Slow-mo option. 
Tap it and you 
can select 
different slow-mo 
speeds – up to 
240fps if you’re 
lucky and own an 
iPhone 6s.

2 Shoot your movie 
When you’re happy with your settings, 
open up the camera and swipe from left to 
right across the screen until you have the 
Slow-mo option selected. Frame up your 
video and hit Record!

3 Control the slow-mo 
When you’ve got a few clips, you can preview 
them in the Photos app. You can view all your 
shots under the Albums tab and then Slow-
mo. Tap one, then tap Edit to choose where 
the slow-mo effect kicks in.

4 Edit or export 
To start forming your clips into a finished 
video, open up iMovie and import your clips. 
Alternatively, switch to your Mac. If you have 
iCloud it will have uploaded your videos to 
Photos automatically.

3 Speed control
Your iPhone will automatically shorten your 
time-lapse recording into a shorter clip, 
but if you want even more control over the 
speed, open the video in iMovie on Mac 
and use the speed controller.

3 Control the slow-mo 
When you’ve got a few clips, you can preview 
them in the Photos app. You can view all your 
shots under the Albums tab and then Slow-
mo. Tap one, then tap Edit to choose where 
the slow-mo effect kicks in.

Create stunning slow-mo movies 
with just a few steps

The iPhone 6s and 6s Plus aren’t just great 
photography tools – they can also shoot 
incredible video, at stunning 4K 
or at a whopping 240 

frames per second. These amazing 
options are, of course, available 
using the built-in Camera app, but 
there are plenty of other options out 
there, such as Filmic Pro for iPhone, 
which offers powerful extra controls 
over your video options. Whichever 
tool you choose to shoot with, you 
can edit footage using iMovie for 
iPhone, iPad or Mac, or with Final Cut 
Pro X on your Mac.

Amazing creative projects
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Back 
and forth

If you start editing your 
movie on-the-go in iMovie for 
iPhone but don’t finish it, you 
can save the project to iCloud 
and pick up right where you 
left off when you get back to 

your Mac with just a few 
taps and clicks.



Edits you can make in iMovie
Tweak your slo-mo video until it’s perfect

 Match the colour
If you’re cutting together 
multiple clips and they 
all look a little different 
in terms of exposure and 
tone, you can use Color 
Balance>Match Color to 
make them similar.

 Smooth transitions
If you want to play a clip 
at normal speed, then 
suddenly slow down the 
clip half-way through, drag 
to select a specific area of 
the clip, then choose the 
speed. Check the Smooth 
box to make the transition 
more slick.

 Bring clips 
together
Combine several short 
slow-mo clips into one 
longer piece for an amazing 
effect. Try using brief 
snippets of your slow-mo 
video, just a second or 
two long in some place, to 
create contrast.

 Transitions
Use simple transitions to 
give your video a premium 
feel; a quick fade to black 
between two clips (just 0.5 
seconds long) should look 
good for most videos.

 Cut to the beat
If you’ve added a music 
track to your video (it’s a 
good idea to consider the 
slowed-down audio on 
the video) use the M key 
to mark the audio track so 
you can cut your clips in 
time to the rhythm.

 Speed control
The Mac version of 
iMovie gives you more 
control over the speed 
of your clip. You can 
choose to set the speed 
as Custom, then manually 
input the percentage speed 
you need.

Editing videos is all well and 
good, but if you can’t show 
them off to friends and family, 
what’s the point? With a free 

YouTube account you can instantly upload a 
video as soon as it’s finished and share the 
link with anyone you like. Here’s how you 
can quickly create an account and link it to 
iMovie for instant sharing.

1 Log in
You’ll need a Google account to create a channel; 
create an account and you can immediately use it to 
create a YouTube Channel. Head over to youtube.com 
and click Upload, then click Create Channel.

2 Link it up
You can add your Google account to your devices 
in System Preferences or Settings. Choose Internet 
Accounts and sign in; once you’ve done so, you can 
click YouTube in iMovie’s Share menu to upload.

Get a digital home to show off 
your amazing new creativity

Share to 
YouTube
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Use the Settings button in the top right of the iMovie timeline to control the 
Theme of your video, and show the audio waveforms.



1 Create more layers
If you’re using an app like Procreate, you 
can create multiple layers to ensure you 
don’t erase something important. To start 
with, tap the Layers button and tap ‘+’.

2 Opacity control
If you’re using a photo as a guide for 
your drawing, you can add the photo as 
the bottom layer. You can then lower the 
opacity to see how they match up.

Why  Pencil 
is so good

Sensitivity

1 Just like writing or painting with 
a real pencil, press harder on the 
screen with the Apple Pencil and 
the line will get darker and thicker 

on the screen. Angle the pencil if you want 
to achieve a shading line.

Advanced recognition

2 A problem with conventional iPad 
styluses is that resting your palm 
on the screen would register as 
touches. The Pencil recognises the 

difference, and ignores your hand so you 
can draw naturally.

Quick charging

3 The Pencil has loads of tech 
packed inside, which means it 
needs a battery. When it runs out, 
though, you can quickly give it 30 

minutes of extra juice with just 15 seconds 
of charging. Wow!

Three massive reasons to 
pick it up today

Using brushes 
to paint digitally
Create a digital piece of artwork on your iPad

With the release of the iPad Pro 
and the Apple Pencil, the 
Cupertino company clearly stated 
how much support it’s giving to 

artists using the iPad. But it’s not just 
professional artists that can benefit – they’re so 
easy to use and so powerful, that anyone can 
pick up a Pencil and give sketching a go. And, 
because it’s an iPad, all of your favourite photos 
are right at your fingertips.

1 Import your image
Here, we’re using Adobe Draw 
to draw over our image. Tap the 
Layers button in the top-right, then 
choose Photo Layer and add an 
image. Resize by pinching until 
you’re happy with the layout.

2 Choose your brushes
Use the control on the left of the 
screen to choose the brush you 
want to use, then use the options 
to select the size, opacity and 
colour of your brush. You can save 
colours here to use later, too.

3 Start painting
Now you can start painting over 
your image. Remember that you 
can pinch to zoom in on your 
image for control, and if you’re 
using an  Pencil, pressing harder 
will result in a thicker stroke.

Work with layers to get 
complex compositions

Paint over multiple layers for fantastic results

We’re not exaggerating when we say 
that the Apple Pencil is probably the 
most revolutionary product Apple has 
released in years. Here’s why we just 
can’t get enough of it.

Amazing creative projects
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1 Outline it
The first thing to do when creating your 
character is to get the basic sketch in place. 
Use simple shapes to outline the body, with 
elongated circles to represent limbs.

4 Pick out the details
Now you can add more detail to the figure 
itself. Add facial features, and things like 
knuckles and frown lines. This is where your 
character will really shine, so take your time!

2 Make it 3D
One of the biggest mistakes when drawing 
comic book characters is to concentrate on 
height and width, but forget depth – deepen 
your basic outline with 3D shapes.

3 Give it more character
On a new layer, start outlining your character, 
giving more of a defined shape. Remember to 
accentuate muscles – you don’t need to worry 
about the costume yet.

5 Concentrate on shading
Create a new layer and choose a more gentle 
brush. If you have an Apple Pencil you can 
angle it to get a thicker, softer line. This 
shading will make your character look real.

6 Give it some colour
Finally, this optional step can help your 
character pop. Create a layer behind the 
others and apply colours. You may need to 
add multiple layers to match the shading!

One of the most powerful drawing and painting 
tools on iPad is Procreate, an app that offers you 
an astonishing number of options when it comes 
to letting your artistic flag fly. 

Create a cartoon 
with Procreate
Draw cool new characters with this 
incredible painting app
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We would really recommend you invest in a stylus if you want to get into iPad 
drawing – and it doesn’t have to be an Apple Pencil!

Get 
inspired

There are plenty of comic 
book apps out there, giving 
you loads of inspiration for 

creating your own character. You 
could even take a screenshot 
of a favourite pose and then 

use it as inspiration!



Record your musical 
ideas on iPhone

Apple’s new Music Memos app (released alongside an update 
to GarageBand) might not mean much to everyone, but to 
musicians, it’s made their iOS devices all the more useful. The 
iPhone’s Voice Memos app has long been a tool for songwriters 
and musicians to quickly record their ideas – it’s simple, 
convenient and easy to work with. Music Memos, though, takes 
things a step further. 

As well as making it quick and easy to hit Record and capture 
the early stages of your next big hit, Music Memos has a whole 
set of music-specific features to enhance those quick recordings. 
Once you’ve captured your idea, Music Memos will add chord 
names to your recording and work out its tempo and key. From 
there, you can even choose to automatically add a virtual backing 
drummer and bassist to play along with you.

Use Apple’s new Music Memos app to make a quick 
audible note of your next big hit

Quickly create your first recordingStep-by-step

Difficulty 

Download available

Time needed

10

1 Sync it up 
When you first fire up Music 
Memos, you’ll be asked if you 
want to sync your recordings over 
iCloud. If you have more than one 
iOS device we’d recommend it, so 
hit Use iCloud.

2 Set yourself up
Grab your instrument and get 
ready to record. Remember that 
your iPhone’s main microphones 
are on the bottom of the device, 
so try and point it towards the 
sound source. 

3 Start your recording 
Hit the Record button in the 
middle of the screen and start 
playing. You’ll see the button 
pulse and waveform, with the 
sounds you’re making appearing 
along the bottom of the screen.

“Once you’ve 
captured your idea, 
Music Memos will 
add chord names 
and work out its 
tempo and key”

Music Memos

60



7 Add new tags 
You don’t have to stick with 
Apple’s pre-defined tags; you can 
add your own as well. Just type it 
into the top text area and hit Add 
Tag. Again, keep them descriptive 
and memorable!

8 Rate your take
If you’re particularly happy 
with an idea or think it needs 
improvement, ratings are a great 
way to remind yourself of this 
later. Just tap the five stars and 
set a rating.

9 Forget it 
All ideas are a bit rough around 
the edges at first, but if this one 
is sounding particularly bad, you 
can hit the trash can icon in the 
bottom-right corner and delete 
your recording.

4 Tap to stop 
Tap the Record button again once 
you’ve finished recording. Don’t 
worry if there’s a gap between 
you stopping playing and then 
stopping the app – these are just 
rough ideas!

5 Give it a name 
Tap on the title of the song you’ve 
just recorded to give a more 
descriptive name. You’ll find this 
really helpful when you come 
back to find one of your old ideas 
at a later date.

6 Tag it up 
Tap the tag icon in the bottom-
left corner of the screen to add 
tags to your recording. Again, 
this makes it far easier to find the 
right recording if you fill up the 
application quickly.

Recording ideas on your iPhone 
often includes a few bangs and 
crashes as you get into position. 
Here’s how to fix it…

Setting up 
auto-record

Music Memos recordings are all uncompressed and high quality, so they 
can be easily incorporated into bigger projects at a later date if needs be.

1 Push the button
Tap on the Auto button in the 
top-left corner of the screen so 
it’s highlighted red. You’ll see a 
waveform at the bottom picking up 
sounds, but recording won’t start.

2 Make some noise
Music Memos will start listening 
for music and picking up sounds, 
but it’s not until you make some 
significant noise with your 
instrument that recording starts.
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Music Memos

Edit your Music 
Memos with ease

If you’ve already followed our tutorial on recording your ideas to 
Music Memos (it’s on page 60), then you’ll be pleased to know 
that the creativity doesn’t have to stop there. For a start, Apple 
gives you the option to add a brilliantly intelligent virtual drummer 
and bassist to play along with your recordings. They’ll work 
based on the tempo and chords that Apple picks out of your 
song. If the app doesn’t get those quite right, though, you can 
edit away until your song sounds just right. 

There’s plenty more to do when editing besides, and we’ve 
covered it all across the following two pages of information. Best 
of all, if you’re lucky enough to own an iPhone and iPad, you 
can record on your iPhone when the mood takes you, and edit 
easily with the larger screen of your iPad later in the day – all of 
your recordings are synced via iCloud. In fact, that’s exactly what 
we’ve done here. So grab your favourite iOS device and we’ll get 
started right away.

Edit chords, tweak time signatures and add your 
very own backing band to your tracks

Edit and tweak your recordingsStep-by-step

Difficulty 

Download available

Time needed

20

1 Select your song
If you’re returning to edit an old recording, 
swipe down from the top of the Music Memos 
interface and tap on the song you want to edit 
to preview it and double-check it’s the one 
you want to work with.

2 Tap it again
When you’re certain you’ve selected the right 
song, tap the song again to bring up the full 
edit view. You’ll find all the controls you need 
to edit along the top bar and waveform view of 
your recording underneath.

3 Trim it down
If there’s a delay between starting recording 
and playing, or stopping the recording after 
you’ve stopped playing, tap the Trim button 
in the middle and drag the red handles to the 
correct start and finish points, then hit Trim.
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When you’re happy with your edited Music Memo, give it an ‘edited’ tag, so 
you’ll always remember which tracks you’ve worked with.

7 Right on time
For a perfect virtual backing band (particularly 
as far as the drummer is concerned), you’ll 
want to double-check Music Memos has your 
time signature correct. Tap the time signature 
in the edit bar and tweak away as necessary.

4 A change of key
If Music Memos has incorrectly identified the 
odd chord, don’t worry. Tap the Chord button 
(to the left of the Trim button) to bring up the 
chord editor. From here, tap on the chord 
you’d like to edit.

8 Strike up the band!
To add some accompaniment to your Music 
Memos recording, simply tap the drums or the 
bass (or both) at the bottom of the screen to 
toggle these two virtual musicians on or off. 
They’re surprisingly good at playing along.

5 Choose a new one
With the correct chord selected, you’ll see 
options for a new chord at the bottom. These 
are chosen based on Music Memos’ next best 
guesses for what you might have played – and 
they’re generally quite accurate!

9 Reign ‘em in
Whether the drummer is getting ahead of 
themselves or the bassist is a little too loud, a 
fix is easy. Tap and hold on either instrument’s 
icon to bring up more advanced controls and 
adjust until you’re happy with your backing.

6 No chord at all?
If what you played isn’t really a chord (perhaps 
you got a little percussive with your guitar) 
or Music Memos really can’t guess it, there’s 
always the option to choose the No Chord 
option. It’ll make for a better backing bassist.



Use Live Loops to create DJ effects 
Learn how to manipulate multi-layered loops and apply authentic EDM effects in real time

Create loops and DJ-style effects with Live Loops Step-by-step

3 Live Loops grid 
The grid view now opens. Loops occupy cells in rows and columns 
and if you tap the Play button above, the first column plays. Playback is 
shown within the selected cells. 

1 Access Live Loops 
Live Loops is a new addition to the main GarageBand menu screen, 
found alongside the Tracks button situated above the instrument 
selection carousel. Tap here to access. 

4 Toggling cell playback 
Tap the arrowed markers below the grid to play back a whole column. 
Tap a playing cell to stop it, or tap other cells to swap in loops along 
the grid rows as desired. 

2 Live Loops menu 
The Live Loops menu then invites you to swipe between nine genre 
templates, including EDM, plus the option to create a brand new one. 
Tap any desired template to begin. 

GarageBand

Learn how to manipulate multi-layered loops and apply authentic EDM effects in real time
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With electronic dance music (EDM) being so popular, it’s 
probably no surprise GarageBand is keen to join the party. 
Synthesized, loop-based music editing is where the genre lives 
and GarageBand 2.1 for iOS introduces features specifically 
designed for achieving that sound. Live Loops is a new addition 
for customising loop templates across EDM, house, hip hop and 
more, using a gridded, cell-based editing method. By populating 
cells from any available Apple Loops, dense and multi-layered 
tracks are formed pitch-perfect, synced and in time. Remix FX 
then go a step beyond to layer on a collection of DJ-inspired 
effects applied in real time using gestures or device tilts.

Difficulty 

Download available

Time needed

10



7 Record Into Cell 
Picking the Record Into Cell option enables you to capture microphone 
or instrument input directly into a selected cell. Tap the Record button 
to perform a desired take.

5 Row header options 
Drag out the row header panel to the left. Here you can mute, solo or 
adjust the row volume or tap the row to Delete, Duplicate, Rename or 
show within Tracks View.

8 Adding Apple Loops 
Back in grid view, tap the loop icon in the top-left corner. This shows 
the Apple Loops library where you can drag desired ones into Live 
Loops grid cells to add or replace. 

6 Toggle edit mode 
Tap the button in the bottom-left corner. This toggles an edit mode so 
you can now tap a loop cell to Cut, Copy, Delete, Record Into Cell, Edit 
or access cell Settings. 

Use the Record button within the Live Loops control bar to record grid 
playback and any applied Remix FX into a new track within your project.

The Remix FX feature enables users to take their creativity 
further, by offering a host of transitions. These can be 
added via multi-touch gestures or by moving or tilting your 
device. Tap the FX button to view a pop-up panel where 
real-time effects can be applied. Here we’ll examine the 
twin controls for adding Filter, Repeater, Wobble, Reverb, 
Orbit and Delay effects. 1 Apply multiple effects 

Tap and swipe the two pads that are shown on 
the left or right. This will apply the effect that’s 
named in the box above. You can change effects 
by tapping the name and choosing one from the 
six that are shown.

2 Tilt control and locking on 
Toggle the tilt/motion control by tapping the 
icon to the left of the effect name. Now move 
the device to apply. You can lock effects on by 
tapping the padlock, and then tapping reset if you 
decide to remove.

Live processing 
with Remix FX

“The Remix FX feature enables 
users to take their creativity 
further, with a host of transitions”
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GarageBand

Master the new iOS Drummer feature
Add automated percussion tracks to your project with a collection of virtual players

Difficulty 

Download available

Time needed

20

The 2.1 update to GarageBand boasts significant new 
features, including Drummer. Already popular within Logic and 
GarageBand for OS X, Drummer delivers amazing automated 
percussion to iPad and iPhone. Those familiar with it will realise 
the potential for generating customisable, sophisticated rhythm 
tracks on the fly from a series of virtual session players. Users 
can choose from nine EDM and acoustic Drummer ‘characters’, 
each with their own signature musical styles and preset patterns. 
All can then be added to a project to follow compositions or 
provide backing beats for playing alongside. Familiar simplified 
controls enable performance parameters to be fine-tuned 
intuitively, defining complexity, volume and kit/percussion use.

Using Drummer on your iPad
Create your best ever percussion tracks  Drummer region 

The yellow drummer region is shown 
along the top, signifying the track 
itself within your project. This can be 
previewed using the control bar above, 
while tapping reveals editing controls.  

 Kit pieces and 
percussion
Kit pieces can be muted and 
unmuted by tapping each element 
of the drum kit. With percussion 
turned on via the slider, you can 
also tap between tambourine, 
maraca or hand claps.  

 Drummer and presets  
This box selects the drummer, 
alongside the chosen pattern 
preset. Tap the drummer 
silhouette to swipe through the 
nine available players or tap and 
drag the preset list to change.   

 Knowledge base
Follow another track
With at least one other 
track existing within a 
project, the Drummer can 
follow the rhythmic groove of 
those neighbouring project 
tracks. Select a Drummer 
region and toggle the 
Follow switch to on, before 
choosing the track you wish 
it to follow from the pop-
up menu appearing above. 
Otherwise, Drummer simply 
follows project tempo, etc, 
by default.  

 Loudness and complexity 
The XY pad adjusts the region by dragging 
the yellow puck up or down to make it louder 
or softer and left or right to make the drum 
pattern simpler or more complex.  
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Drummer regions can be deleted by tapping the trashcan icon on the right 
edge of the track, while tapping Create will start a new one. 

1 Create new Drummer 
Drummer is found between Smart Guitar and 
Keyboard items on the main menu. Swipe to 
locate and tap the icon, ghosted if Drummer 
tracks already exist within the project.

2 The Drummer region 
Starting Drummer adds a default ‘region’, 
shown in yellow across the top. This track will 
appear within your project, adjusted by using 
the various controls below.      

3 Player and patterns 
The box directly below shows the selected 
Drummer and their associated preset patterns. 
Tap the profile pic to swipe between available 
players before picking a preset.

4 Editing drum patterns
The first control is the XY pad. Here you adjust 
the performance of the selected pattern by 
dragging the yellow puck between the simple, 
loud, complex and soft axis.      

5 Controlling the kit 
Acoustic kits or drum machine icons can be 
tapped to toggle on certain drum sounds. 
The sliders to the right raise or reduce pattern 
variations for the associated kit pieces.   

6 Swing and Fills 
The Swing control offers four timing variations 
from a pop-up menu, useful for adding a more 
natural groove. Raising the Fills slider adds 
embellishments into the pattern.

Master the new Drummer featureStep-by-step

Meet some of Drummer’s hottest session players

Drummer Logan
Logan is an acoustic kit player inspired 
by some of music’s most legendary 
drummers. His retro-sounding kit is 
ideal for sparse, classic rock beats 
alongside big, pounding rhythmic fills.    

Drummer Leah
Leah is one of five featured EDM players 
added with Drummer, favouring a drum 
machine over a full acoustic kit. Known 
for minimal production styles, Leah is 
best suited to subtle house patterns.   

Drummer Darcy
Darcy is another acoustic kit player, 
but her playing is more restrained and 
simplified to serve pop-suited patterns 
more tastefully. An ideal choice for the 
mainstream genres.

Drummer Maurice
Much more Hip Hop than EDM, Maurice 
is another electronic drummer offering a 
variety of ‘chopped-up’ staccato beats. 
Perfect if you want a player ideal for 
getting a sampled funk or soulful sound.
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1 Enter Messages
Press the Digital Crown until you can see 
the app screen. Move around the menu until 
you can see the Messages app, which is a 
green speech bubble.

2 Choose a recipient 
Tap on the icon and select the person you 
want to send your location to. You will need to 
have a message thread going so if it’s a new 
contact, send a quick dummy message first.

3 Force Touch
Once you’re in your message stream, Force 
Touch on the screen. This will reveal three 
circles, the bottom of which says Send 
Location. Tap lightly on that circle.

Share your location 
from your Apple Watch

The Apple Watch has many benefits, including fitness tracking, 
messaging and, of course, telling the time. Among its many other 
uses is the ability to send out your location to people in your 
contacts list. Using your iPhone’s GPS, the Apple Watch pings 
out a location, which could be useful for a number of reasons, 
including personal safety or just trying to help your mates find 
where you are for a social meeting. 

The fact that it can be done from the Apple Watch is a real 
advantage because you can perform the action subtly without 
having to get your iPhone out, possibly drawing attention to what 
you are doing. The Watch makes it quick, easy and efficient and 
as it’s a feature that is already installed on the device, there is no 
need to download any extra apps. 

This tutorial will take you through how to choose the person 
you want to send location data to and then how to send that 
information. It’s also handy to be able to do that without the 
hassle of getting your phone out, unlocking it, searching through 
your contacts list and sending out the signal.

Let your friends know where you are with just a 
couple of taps from your Watch

Difficulty 

Download availableDownload available

Time needed

Send your location via Apple WatchStep-by-step

10

Messages
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Mapped out
What your message recipient 
should find

4 Send location
Once you’ve tapped that circle, your Apple 
Watch will communicate with your iPhone to 
provide the recipient of your message with an 
accurate representation of your location.

5 Check location
Tap on the map once it has appeared in 
your message list and it will enlarge to fill the 
screen. Use this feature to double-check the 
Watch has sent the correct location.

6 Location finding
Tap on the map again and you will see a 
screen offering a directions service. Tap on 
one of the available transport methods and 
navigate from your current location.

 Find your way
Tap on the arrow just below the map and you 
will be given the option to navigate to the 
location indicated on the map by foot, car or 
public transport. 

 Quick reply
The Apple Watch is only capable of sending 
pre-templated messages, unless you 
use Siri, so the sender can also deliver a 
message along with the map. 

 iPhone and Apple Watch
The location will come through to the 
recipient much like a normal iMessage. It will 
load up on your contact’s iPhone and flash 
up on their Apple Watch as well.

 Map magic
The map of the sender’s location will appear 
on the screen just like a normal photo. You 
are able to press on it to expand the map 
into a larger view.

 Knowledge base
Enable location 
settings
Don’t forget that this feature 
of the Apple Watch will only 
work if you have got your 
location services enabled, 
allowing your iPhone to 
pinpoint your position using 
GPS. The Apple Watch will 
ask your permission to turn 
on location tracking if you 
have it turned off. Change 
it manually by entering your 
Privacy settings and tapping 
the Location Services slider.

iMessage doesn’t use any data when sending a message so you should be 
able to use this feature regardless of your Wi-Fi connection. 
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Podcasts

Listen to podcasts on your Apple TV
Get your favourite audio treats straight to your Apple TV

If you owned any of the previous iterations of the Apple TV and 
now have Apple TV 4, you may have noticed an app was missing. 
The Podcasts app never made it across for the launch of the new 
machine but has been released along with the update to tvOS 
9.1.1, meaning that all of your favourite podcasts and shows can 
now be listened to via your TV, leaving your iPhone, iPod or iPad 
free for other tasks. The tvOS Podcasts app comes with the 
same functionality as the previous app, so you can happily add in 
stations as you could before. This tutorial will demonstrate how to 
get the Podcasts app and then show you how to use it if you aren’t 
already familiar with it from previous iterations of the Apple TV.

Difficulty 

Download available

Time needed

10

Podcasts in action
Take a tour around the Podcasts app 

 On the go 
Scroll all the way to the right to load 
up the currently playing podcast. You 
can see information about the show 
here, including date and time it was 
first broadcast.  

 Pick a podcast 
Scroll through your list of podcasts 
and press the Play button on the Siri 
Remote to get it started and pause 
to stop. You can control the current 
podcast from anywhere in the app. 

 Half-finished 
Any podcast that you’ve started to 
listen to but haven’t yet completed 
has a half blue, half white icon to 
its left, so you can quickly identify 
which ones you’re partway through.

 Knowledge base
Update Apple TV
Since Podcasts has 
appeared with the latest 
update to tvOS, you may 
need to update your Apple 
TV to this version. You can 
do this by heading into 
your Apple TV’s Settings 
and then clicking on 
System>Software Updates. 
Tap on Update Software and 
you’ll be upgraded to the 
most recent version of tvOS.

 Explicit content 
The small E in a box next to a podcast warns 
that there is explicit content present in the 
show. This should help parents manage 
appropriate content.
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1 Enter Podcasts app
Provided you have the latest version of tvOS, 
Podcasts should appear as an option on your 
Apple TV home screen, generally in the top 
left. Navigate to the icon and tap on it.

2 See popular options
Scroll across the top of the screen with your 
Siri Remote to see what popular podcasts 
might be worth downloading, based on figures 
from the App Store. Scroll down to see more.

3 Subscribe to podcasts
Tap on a podcast that interests you and you 
will see a brief description on the right of the 
screen and a list of episodes and their release 
date on the left. Tap on Subscribe to sign up. 

4 Search by category
From the top bar, scroll down once until All 
Categories is highlighted. Tap to see the full 
list of podcast genre categories. Scroll down 
and tap to browse that category.

5 Fill your subscriptions list
Scroll through the app categories you’re 
interested in, filling up your podcast list. You 
can find all the podcasts you’ve subscribed to 
by scrolling across to the My Podcasts tab. 

6 Create a station
A station is essentially a group of podcasts 
that you can load up when you’re looking for a 
specific type of show. Scroll to the bottom of 
My Podcasts and tap Create a Station.

7 Build your station
Give your station a name and then select the 
podcasts you want to appear in that station by 
scrolling down to it on the list and tapping it. 
Off should change to On. 

8 View station
Once you’ve added all the podcasts to the 
station that you want, head back into My 
Podcasts and you will see the station has 
appeared at the top of the screen. 

9 Unplayed podcasts
Make sure you never miss a podcast thanks 
to the Unplayed tab. This presents you with 
every show you haven’t heard yet. They will be 
removed once they have been listened to.

Enjoy podcasts on Apple TVStep-by-step

If you’re transferring from the previous app over to this one and you have 
your podcast preferences saved on iCloud, they should be waiting for you.
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Genius Bar
Our Apple devices and the software on them are some of the finest computing 
products on the planet, but even they have their moments. That’s where we 
come in; to give you expert advice and get you back up and running in no time

My Wi-Fi password was recently changed on my router. 
How do I update my Mac to recognise the new one? David Bell

Contact us today
Glossary
The place to come for 
key technical terms made 
easy to understand 
Apple Pay
Use your iPhone, iPad 
or Apple Watch to make 
payments in stores and 
online using super-secure 
contactless technology.

Cookies
A small text file that is used 
to remember settings, such 
as log-in details, from your 
last visit to a website.

Metadata
Provides information about 
your photo such as its 
location, the camera it was 
shot with and its creation 
date and time. 

Service Battery
A message that appears 
in the menu bar of OS 
X, warning you that your 
battery is coming close to 
being consumed or at end 
of life.

Pentalobe
A tamper-resistant five-
point screw used primarily 
by Apple in its products.

Smart Connector
A new magnetic connector 
on the iPad Pro which is 
used to transfer the data 
and power.

Remove and re-enter stored Wi-Fi 
networks to update their passwords

Facebook
iCreateMagazine

Twitter
@iCreateMagazine

Web
icreatemagazine.com

Email
icreate@imagine-publishing.co.uk

1 Network Preferences
Launch the System Preferences 
app and click on the Network 
icon. Click on the Advanced 
button in the bottom right-hand 
corner of the window.

2 Find Wi-Fi Network
Next, select the Wi-Fi tab and 
then locate your Wi-Fi network 
name in the list of Preferred 
Networks. Select your Wi-Fi 
network. Press the - icon.

3 Remove and 
reconnect
Click on the Wi-Fi icon in the 
menu bar and connect to the 
Wi-Fi network again. You’ll be 
prompted for a password.
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1 Find your document
Launch the document that you 
want to add the image to. Next, 
go to the Insert menu and select 
Choose from the drop-down.

2 Choose image
A pop-out box will appear. 
Using Finder, navigate to the 
location of the image that you 
want to insert. Click Insert.

3 Insert it
Or you can launch Finder and 
locate the photo that you want to 
insert. Simply drag and drop the 
image into your Pages document.

Is there an option to frame a photo in 
iPhoto? I want to frame a sketch I imported 

recently. Joseph McEwan
There is no built-in option to add frames to your 
pictures in iPhoto, or Photos, for that matter. 
However, you can download and install a plug-in 
for iPhoto called iBorderFX. iBorderFX is free to 
download and enables you to add borders/frames 
to your photos, alongside watermarks and even 
text with just a few simple clicks. It offers a variety 
of fully customisable borders – you can add and 
customise as many of them as you like.

How do I insert an image into my Pages document? I can’t seem to find a 
menu option to insert an image. Rachel Stayer

How can I copy an edited version of my photo to my hard drive without 
losing the edits? Lauren Mear

BorderFX is also available as a plug-in for Aperture. Download it free from 
iBorderFX at: www.iborderfx.com

iBorderFX offers plenty of border 
customisation options for your photos

 Maintain your metadata
Tick the Include boxes to maintain the 
photo’s metadata such as its title, any 
assigned keywords or descriptions for 
the image. Once you’re ready to export 
your edited image, click Export.

 Choose a colour profile
Leave the Color Profile as ‘sRGB’ unless 
you are planning to edit your photo further 
using Adobe Photoshop or Lightroom. 
If this is the case, select the AdobeRGB 
option from the Color Profile drop-down.

 Find your photo
Select the photo that you want to 
export from your Photos Library and 
select the File menu. Choose Export 
from the drop-down menu and then 
click on the Export Photo option in the 
pop-out menu. 

 Photo file formats
In the Photo Kind field, choose the 
format you wish to export your photo in. 
JPEG is the standard format, however, 
use TIFF if you plan to edit or export 
your photo again at a later date.

The one-stop 
column for 
Genius advice
I have just upgraded to 
OS X El Capitan and now 
iPhoto won’t open. It 
says it’s not available in 
the UK. It’s an app I’ve 
used religiously before. 
Can you help me?
Head into your Applications 
folder in Finder and you’ll 
find a new app called 
Photos. This has replaced 
iPhoto, but don’t panic, 
all of your existing photos 
will be moved into the new 
Photos app.

Is it possible for me to 
Handoff a call to my Mac 
in the middle of a call on 
my iPhone? 
It’s not possible to Handoff 
once you’ve answered the 
call on your iPhone. To take 
the call on your Mac, you’ll 
need to end the call on your 
iPhone and call back using 
your Mac. 

I have my email account 
on multiple Macs. 
Recently I’ve noticed 
that emails keep 
disappearing straight 
into the Trash on one 
Mac but not the others.
Firstly, log in to the webmail 
of your email provider (eg 
mail.google.com). The 
webmail is going to be the 
most accurate reflection of 
which folders your emails 
are sitting in on the email 
server. On each of your 
Macs, check Mail’s Junk 
and Trash settings to 
ensure they all match. That 
should get you sorted.

Apple 
Expert
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Every time I 
download a new app, 

it installs on my iPad but 
not my iPhone. I’m signed 
in with the same Apple ID 
on both devices. Is there a 
fix? Elliot Booth
It sounds like you don’t 
have Automatic Downloads 
turned on across your 
devices. To fix this, follow 
these steps. Launch the 
Settings app on your 
iPhone and iPad and locate 
the iTunes & App Stores 
settings. Tap to open and 
double-check that the same 
Apple ID is logged in on 
both your iPhone and iPad. 
Look for the Automatic 
Downloads heading. Toggle 
the Apps option to On, if it 
isn’t on already. 

I asked Safari to never a 
remember a password for 

a website but I’ve changed my 
mind. Where can I go to change 
this preference?
Graham Banham
Navigate to the website that 
you want to remember your 
login details for. Manually enter 
your username and password. 
Tap Passwords right above 
your keyboard. Tap Save This 
Password. It won’t autofill when 
you first load the page, but now 
you can tap in the username field 
and hit Autofill Password. There 
seems to be no way to actually 
reset the ‘Never for this site’ 
setting, which seems like a bit of 
an oversight. It’s definitely worth 
flagging this up to Apple via its 
feedback form at: http://apple.
com/feedback.

Automatic Downloads 
installs all new apps across 

your Apple devices

Is there any way to stream my iPhone screen to an external screen? I 
want to demonstrate an app to a group. Mark Grey

 Launch 
QuickTime Player
Launch the QuickTime Player 
app from the Applications folder 
on your Mac. Navigate to the File 
menu and choose New Movie 
Recording from the drop-down.

 Find your iPhone
In the pop-out screen that appears, 
click on the arrow next to the 
Record button. From the drop-
down menu, select your iPhone 
from the Camera heading.

 Manage iPhone 
settings
Your Mac will display your iPhone 
screen and will mirror everything 
you do. Use the audio slider to 
control the volume of sounds 
from your iPhone.

 Record your 
demonstration
Demonstrating the app to 
multiple groups of people? 
Record one demonstration and 
replay to the others. Click on 
the Record button to record 
your demo.

Genius Bar

The one-stop 
column for 
Genius advice
The Service Battery 
message has just 
appeared on my Mac. 
Is it safe to continue to 
run my Mac if my battery 
needs servicing?
Absolutely – it’s fine in 
the short-term, ie a few 
months, but we wouldn’t 
recommend it long-term. 
Once your battery reaches 
the end of its life, it is at risk 
of expanding or exploding.

I’ve got multiple displays 
connected to my Mac. 
Is there any way to 
make all of the displays 
function as one? 
Launch System Preferences 
and select Mission Control. 
Uncheck the ‘Displays have 
separate spaces’ option. 
Restart your Mac and log 
back in. When you enter full 
screen, it will stretch across 
all of your displays.

When trying to use the 
YouTube app on my 
Apple TV it displays the 
message “Error loading 
this content. Please try 
again later”. What can I 
do to get it running?
To fix this issue, you need 
to clear the YouTube app’s 
cookies. To do this, launch 
the YouTube application on 
your Apple TV and scroll to 
the right to find the Settings 
menu. Click Settings 
and go to Clear Cookies. 
Choose Clear Cookies and 
try using the app again. 
That should have freed 
things up for you.

Apple 
Expert
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Is your Mac missing a feature? Head to www.apple.com/feedback and tell 
Apple! It might just add it into a future software release.

I recently received a replacement bank card. How can I remove 
the old one from Apple Pay? Roger Wallis

With the iOS version of Numbers, is 
there a way to make the font colour 

in a given cell dependent upon a certain 
condition?  Michael Eathersley
The short answer is no. However, you can 
set Conditional Highlighting in Numbers for 
Mac and the Conditional Highlighting rule 
will be maintained and displayed once you 
sync the spreadsheet to your iPad. Select 
one or more cells. Click on Format>Cell. 
Select Conditional Highlighting, then click 
Add a Rule. Click a type of rule then click a 
rule. Enter values for the rule. Choose the 
cell appearance you want from the pop-up 
menu and click Custom Style to choose 
your own font colour. Click Done.

How do I rename a spreadsheet in 
the Numbers app on my iPad? My 

spreadsheets keep defaulting to the 
filename Blank. Sarah Claxton
The quickest and easiest way is create 
a name for your Numbers spreadsheet 
is to press and hold on the file’s name in 
Numbers. To do this, launch Numbers and 
tap on Spreadsheets to view all of your 
Numbers files. Tap and hold on the file’s 
name and you’ll be taken to a separate 
window where you can type in your own file 
name. To quickly delete an existing file name 
and create a new one, repeat the steps 
above and tap the x icon in the text field. 

 Apple Pay keeps appearing on my lock screen when I don’t 
need it. There are no Apple Pay readers nearby. Duncan Howse

1 Control Apple Pay
You are seeing the Apple Pay 
prompt, as double-tapping 
the Home button in Lock 
Mode triggers Apple Pay. You 
can disable this feature.

2 Access Settings
Launch the Settings app 
and scroll down to the Wallet 
& Apple Pay option. Tap 
to open. Locate the Allow 
Access When Locked option.

3 Disable Lock
De-activate the Double-Click 
Home Button option to stop 
your phone from accidentally 
triggering Apple Pay when 
locked. Restart your iPhone.

Numbers changes a cell’s 
appearance when the cell 
meets certain conditions

Quickly assign a new name to 
your spreadsheet with one tap

 Find Info icon
Launch the Wallet app and tap on the 
debit or credit card that you wish to 
remove – this will reveal an ‘i’ icon. Tap 
on this.

 Remove Card
Tap on Remove Card to remove your 
debit or credit card. A pop-up box 
will appear, asking you to confirm the 
removal of your card.

 Add a new card
To add a new card, tap on the 
+ icon in the top right-hand 
corner of the Wallet app and 
then follow the instructions 
on the screen.

 Update the 
billing address
If you want to change other 
details such as your billing 
address, you can tap on the 
Billing Address option and 
re-enter these details.
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5 Disconnect the cables
Use the flat end of a nylon probe to disconnect the 
two circled cables in the image – be careful to lift 
the connector cables only.

6 Remove the display
Lift away the display from the rear casing. To fit a 
replacement display, follow these steps backwards 
and your iPhone 6s will be good as new!

3 Create an angle
Using the top end of the phone as a hinge, pull the 
home button end of the display away from the rear 
case to a 90-degree angle.

4 Remove the screws
Remove the five Phillips 00 screwdrivers as shown 
in the image. Using a pair of anti-static tweezers, 
remove the metal bracket from the phone.

1 Provide some suction
Unscrew both P2 Pentalobe screws either side of 
the dock. Place a suction cup onto the screen, 
above the home button. Create a tight seal.

2 Suction it up!
Pull up on the suction cup to slightly separate the 
display from the rear case. Use a flathead tool to 
pry the case away from the display. 

I’ve smashed the glass on my iPhone 6s and 
my bank balance is bare! Jeremy Samuels

There’s nothing worse than the crushing realisation that your iPhone 
screen has shattered after you’ve innocuously dropped it for the tenth 
time. And it’s always when it’s been dropped from a relatively low 
height onto a soft surface! Thankfully, it’s not too difficult to fix and you 
don’t need a collection of high-spec tools to do the job, either. If you 
look at the tutorial and it fills you with fear, there are a couple of other 
repair options: you can take your iPhone to Apple and have a display 
replacement for £79 – as long as there are no other issues with your 
phone. There are also companies online who offer iPhone repairs such 
as iCracked, or even high street retailers such as Timpsons.

The one-stop 
column for  
Genius advice
Is there a way that I can 
identify the date (or the 
rough date) that my Mac 
was manufactured?
You can download a 
freeware application called 
MachineProfile from a 
company called MicroMat, 
which provides detailed 
information about your 
Mac. It won’t give you an 
exact manufacture date but 
will provide the month of 
manufacture instead.

My MacBook Pro isn’t 
powering on properly. 
How can I back up the 
data before I take it in 
for repair?
The most straightforward 
method is to remove the 
hard drive from your Mac, 
install it into an external 
casing with USB/Firewire 
connection and connect 
this to another computer to 
copy the files on to.

I’ve decided to buy a 
used Mac from Gumtree. 
What things should I do 
once I’ve handed my 
money over and receive 
the Mac? 
Erase the hard drive and 
re-install the operating 
system to remove all traces 
of the previous owner. 
This isn’t always possible, 
so create your own user 
account, sign in with iCloud 
in System Preferences 
and activate Find My Mac 
to prevent the previous 
owner from logging in and 
activating a Remote Lock. 

Apple 
Expert

Genius Bar
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We’re going to start with the bottom line; the iPad has always been a difficult Apple product to repair. It’s 
designed to be a sealed unit. However, if you’re handy with a screwdriver and have time, patience and tools, 
there’s nothing to prevent you from attempting to breathe some life back into this iPad Pro. Our friends over 
at iFixit.com have taken the time to tear down the new iPad Pro and have combed every inch of it to identify 
any repair tips or pitfalls that will help you along the way. But don’t forget – the iPad Pro comes with a one-
year warranty which you might be covered by (as long as there is no liquid damage or tampering), so you 
might prefer to head to the Apple Store for support instead of attempting a home repair.

Tools needed
Missing any of these? 
You can order any 
parts or tools you 
might need from www.
ifixit.com/store.
• iOpener
•  Phillips #00 

screwdriver
• Nylon probe tool
• Suction cups

If you would like more help with upgrading your Mac, visit the 
gadget surgeons at iFixit.com, who kindly contributed these photos.

I’ve seen a DOA iPad Pro for sale on eBay for a really cheap price. How easy 
would it be to repair or replace the faulty parts? Kevin Bowers

When dropping your Mac into the Genius Bar for repair, make sure you 
always have a backup as they are legally not responsible for your data. 

 Pull the tabs
The battery is not soldered to the logic 
board, and can now be removed with 
adhesive tabs (there are eight of them), 
making removing and (in the future) 
replacing the battery a straightforward task.

 Beware the adhesive
Dollops of almost-impossible-to-penetrate 
adhesive glue hold everything in place in the 
iPad Pro, making all repairs more difficult. 
You’ll need one of iFixit’s iOpener tools to hand 
to make your repair job that little bit easier.

 Safer display removal
The iPad display and its glass panel 
are fused together, which makes the 
process of opening the iPad easier. 
However, it does increase the cost of 
a replacement screen and the risk of 
damaging the LCD when opening.

 Safe Smart Connector
The Smart Connector powers the Smart 
Keyboard and is also the communicator 
between this and the iPad. The port is 
virtually impossible to replace, but has no 
moving parts and is therefore unlikely to fail.

 Support your display
The display cables connect to the logic 
board at the centre of the iPad so the 
display can’t be laid flat while you’re 
disconnecting it. You’ll need to therefore 
support the display while removing the 
display cable screws.



“At a consumer-
level price point, 
nothing comes 

close to this type 
of performance”
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If you want to get your hands on a 5K 
display, you won’t be able to find a decent 
monitor for less than £1,500. It’s hard to 
believe then, that the entry-level 27-inch 
iMac with an eye-popping Retina 5K 
display comes in under that price. It has 
a fully-functioning computer as part of 
the package too, just to make it even 

more unfathomable. In the year or so it 
took us to get our heads around that, Apple 

has been busy reinventing the iMac again. Its late 
2015 update looks on paper to have made the 27-inch 
5K units even more desirable. We spent a week in its 
company to see if that was the case.

The first thing to note is, of course, that 5K display. 
Apple couldn’t really make it any better, could it? Well 
just like the previous generation, it has a 5120 x 2880 
resolution totalling 14.7 million pixels that make images 
and text pop from the screen. The detail is incredible, 
whether you’re staring at a desktop picture, app icons 
or menu titles. Blacks are deep, contrast is high and 
viewing angles exceptional. Professional users using 

their Mac for RAW image editing, 
4K video workflows or detailed 

illustrations and drawing will 
appreciate the addition of 
a P3 colour gamut, which 
offers around 25 per cent 
more colours compared 

to the standard sRGB gamut 
previously used. Apple has achieved 

this wider gamut by using red-green 
phosphor LEDs for backlighting instead of 

white LEDs. It’s impossible to oversell the result. 
At a consumer-level price point, nothing comes close 
to this type of performance.

The iMac design remains an incredible feat of 
engineering. The elegant body is just 5mm at its 
slimmest, while 23 layers make up a display panel 
that’s just 1.4mm thin. There’s nothing new here, 

but there’s no need for anything to change. If there’s 
another desktop that looks this good – on any 
workspace – we still haven’t found it. A quick reach 
around gives you access to all the connectivity 
ports, including Ethernet, four USB 3.0 slots and two 
Thunderbolt 2 ports. We would’ve like to have seen 
USB C included to future-proof your purchase, and its 
absence is a bit of a dampener. You can get access 
to the RAM door though, and the built-in, downward-
facing speakers are above average.

Our biggest bug bear is the lack of a Fusion Drive 
in our base review model. While a 1TB, 7200 RPM 
hard drive has plenty of power for everyday tasks, and 
we include watching 4K video in that, the difference 
between it and the Fusion Drive is vast. We can’t 
recommend upgrading (£150/$200) to the 1TB Fusion 
enough. It’s a no brainer – especially if you’ve seen the 
lightning-speed load times a Fusion Drive offers at 
first hand. It does help that CPU and GPU 
performance has skipped a couple of generations, 
with every 5K iMac featuring new Skylake quad-core 
i5 Intel processors. But without a Fusion Drive, the 
Skylake chips didn’t have an impact on our speed 
tests, which disappointedly showed no improvement 
on the previous generation.

At least you get 8GB of memory as standard, which 
you can upgrade to 32GB from the off. You even have 
the opportunity to add another 32GB of third-party 
RAM if you want. OS X El Capitan runs smoothly on 
8GB, so unless you use memory-hogging apps like 
Logic Pro X or Adobe Photoshop, you won’t find a 
need to upgrade. You get new Magic accessories in 
the box, too. Check out the boxout to discover what 
we thought. Truth is, they’re a bit hit and miss.

With the Mac going from strength to strength in a 
declining global market, this 5K beauty from Apple 
does nothing to damage its reputation. We have a few 
reservations, but nothing that can’t be solved by a 
small Fusion Drive upgrade. What you’re getting here is 
the ultimate in personal computing.

Key features
5K Retina display • 5120 x 2880 resolution • New Magic accessories

Learn more
apple.com

Available from
store.apple.com

27” iMac Retina 5K (Late 2015)
From £1,449/$1,799

Both accessories have a built-in 
rechargeable battery that is charged 
up via Lightning port

A new, redesigned lower profile 
Keyboard increases stability, making 
typing accurately a breeze

New Magic Mouse and Keyboard 
come included in the box, but a 
Trackpad will cost extra

New Magic 
accessories 
tested in full
This was the first chance we’ve had 
to get our hands on the new Magic 
accessories. First impressions were 
positive, likely because they look 
and feel nice and familiar. Set up and 
performance was as seamless as 
expected, but we had a few issues 
transferring from our older USB 
models. Despite having small hands 
we found them a bit on the small side, 
while we missed the number pad on 
the right. The eject button appeared 
to be completely pointless, too. The 
mouse’s Lightning charge point was 
stupidly found underneath the unit, 
which meant it was impossible to 
charge and use it at the same time.

Verdict
Upgrade the base model to a Fusion Drive and watch performance go through the roof. Couple that with a 5K 

Retina display that needs to be seen to be believed and this is a champion of Macs.
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Group test

iPads are getting so big, fast and powerful 
they are much, much more than glorified 
iPhones. They are now essentially mini laptops 
and, while the touch keyboards on iPads 
are excellent, if you’re using them to do a 
lot of work a real keyboard might just be the 
thing you’re after. When you’re working on a 
document often you’ll need the entire screen, 
which is where the Bluetooth keyboard really 
comes into its own. Bluetooth keyboards are 
fast becoming essential, especially now they 
are compatible with Apple TVs, enabling you 
to type in names of shows, usernames and 
passwords far quicker than the usual arduous 
process. However, today we’re focusing on 
how they work with the various iPads on 
the market today and if they are really worth 
shelling out for, considering the fact that 
models such as the iPad Pro are pretty much 
laptop size now.

We tested each keyboard for a day, using it for 
all our daily tasks, such as typing documents, 

navigating web pages and performing shortcuts. 
They were tested for their ease of use and 

reliability when connecting to the iDevices, while 
we also looked at their design and the way they 
worked to get an all-round view of what product 

you’d want to use and be seen using. 

How we did the test

Style
We liked the black and grey finish on the Mini 

but it does also come in silver and gold for 
those of you who want a bit more of a sparkle 

to your keyboard.

Responsiveness
Even when it’s not wired up, the time 

difference between typing something and 
the text appearing is almost non-existent. A 
superb and strong Bluetooth connection. 

Setting up 
It is a little bit of a struggle to get the Mini into 

the hinged holder but once it’s in, the iPad 
feels wonderfully secure and you get a wide 

range of movement.

Key quality
The keys are among the thinnest we’ve ever 

seen. Barely rising a couple of millimetres over 
the surface, they nevertheless provide enough 

drop to be able to confidently touch type. 

Compact, stylish and not too pricey, the 
BrydgeMini has an awful lot of things going 

for it and is highly recommended if you have a 
compatible iPad. It doesn’t weigh much, either.

Verdict

BrydgeMini
£79/$129.99

brydgekeyboards.com

Style
It’s sleek and thin, so has a lot of points in its 
favour, but the excess flap of rubber across 
the front feels a little unnecessary. The white 

outer casing looks nice, though.

Responsiveness
It worked almost seamlessly, reacting instantly 

as soon as we pressed the keys. It proved 
both fast and accurate, so you know you’re 
going to be able to type confidently with it. 

Setting up 
Attaching the iPad Pro was easy but then 

placing it did not feel right at all, as the angle 
of the iPad was too upright and it had to rest 

across the top row of keys. 

Key quality
The keys are extremely thin, but typing is 

very easy and you even get a full-size set of 
buttons down the side, although we’d have 
preferred Page Up and Page Down buttons. 

A good effort at a Bluetooth keyboard but it just 
lacks a bit of design quality and doesn’t provide 
the secure base that the other keyboard cases 

do. The keyboard itself is excellent, though.

Verdict

MobileFun iPad Pro 
Keyboard Case £69.99/$101.99

mobilefun.com

Bluetooth 
keyboards
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Style
The black and silver style looks very attractive 
and the keys stand out from the backing, even 

without the backlighting. It looks a lot nicer 
once the iPad is fully set up, however.

Responsiveness
While not quite as lightning-quick as the Magic 

Keyboard, the Qode shows very little time 
difference between typing and text appearing, 
although navigating with direction keys is jerky.

Setting up 
 The fact that the iPad case is detachable 

from the keyboard makes it easy to slip the 
iPad into its housing before attaching it. The 

magnetic strips make it feel secure.

Key quality
The keys do feel a little cheap and plasticky 

but are comfortable under the fingers and you 
rarely miss a keystroke when typing at speed. 

They are all a reasonable width apart, too. 

This is a neat keyboard and the magnetic strips 
make it feel very secure but it is incredibly 

expensive for what you get. There are much 
cheaper alternatives that do nearly as good a job. 

Verdict

Belkin Qode Ultimate 
Pro Keyboard case

£149.99/$149.99
belkin.com

Style
The Air is sleek and stylish, rocking a black 
and silver look that is extremely desirable. 

The positioning of the power buttons is 
unobtrusive, yet easy to find and use. 

Responsiveness
Sometimes you have to wait a split second 

longer for the Air to respond than other 
keyboards, which is a shame, but we didn’t 

experience any dropped letters.

Setting up 
We really felt like we were forcing our iPad into 

the hinge of the Air and getting it out again 
wasn’t easy. However, that is the sacrifice we 

had to make for a secure hold. 

Key quality
Each key gets depressed with a satisfying 

thud, so you know when you’ve used it. This 
does make it slightly harder work than the 

others, but you can still use it with confidence. 

There is no doubt that this is a solidly 
constructed iPad keyboard case that does 

sacrifice a bit of lightness for strength. However, 
it gets the job done – if a little bit slowly at times. 

Verdict

BrydgeAir
£99.99/$149.99

brydgekeyboards.com

Style
The K480’s style is, at best, questionable and 
at worst, a bit ugly. The black and lime green 
colour scheme is more Android than Apple 

and it certainly shows compared to the others. 

Responsiveness
The response times are pretty much in the 
middle of the group. Not lightning-fast but 
certainly a respectable speed. We didn’t 
notice any dropped letters when typing.

Setting up 
There is pretty much no set up required as the 
iPad simply slots straight into the groove at the 
back of the keyboard. It felt surprisingly secure 

as long as we didn’t press too hard. 

Key quality
The keys are well rounded and clearly defined, 

which is useful because they are rather 
packed in tightly with little room between keys. 
This does lead to the occasional double press. 

It’s the cheapest of the bunch and unfortunately 
you can tell. We’d recommend spending a little 

more for a higher-quality product as the materials 
and design really aren’t up to scratch.

Verdict

Logitech Multi-Device K480
£49.99/$49.99

logitech.com
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For award-winning Naim, sound 
perfection and precision come hand in 
hand. With mu-so, it seems to have 
accomplished all this and more thanks 

to an impressive audio experience.
Weighing in at 13kg, mu-so boasts six custom-

designed speakers and fine-tuning completed by 
specialist engineers in Wiltshire, England. Its sturdy 
wooden speaker cabinet is wrapped in anodised 
aluminium to ensure that output is distortion-free. 
The illuminated touch panel at the top is controlled 
by simple taps and, surprisingly, with a physical 
twist, too. The whole ensemble is sleek but comes 
with a tinge of Seventies nostalgia.

Set up is effortless, requiring the power supply 
(and preferred Apple device for first-time use) to 
be simply plugged in to the speakers. The Naim 
app guides you through connecting the iOS device 
to mu-so in seconds – and that’s all there is to it. 
After that, there is a whole host of options to get 

music streaming whenever you like with just a tap 
on your device via AirPlay, Bluetooth, Spotify, Tidal 
and Internet Radio or by using analogue and USB.

There’s a lot to be said about the sound 
produced but the most immediate, singular 
reaction is that it’s loud – and very proud. That’s 
not because everything’s muddled together, it’s 
because the domineering speakers empower each 
song, lyric and beat to pass through. Tchaikovsky’s 
‘Symphony No.5 in E. minor, Op. 64’ is a perfect 
example of the dynamic, varied output. Everything 
is distinguished and much like ‘Space Oddity’ by 
David Bowie, clear nuances come shining through 
the bass. The trebles, too, are lively and beautifully 
defined in ‘Time After Time’ by John Coltrane, and 
falsettos add a haunting atmosphere to tracks like 
Muse’s ‘The Small Print’.

It’s an absolutely spectacular system, and with 
such an easy set up we can envision an entire 
house filled with mu-so.

Key features
Six custom-designed speaker drivers and six amplifiers with combined power of 450 watts 

• High-resolution streaming with AirPlay •  Multi-room ready • Spotify Connect and Tidal integration
Learn more

www.naimaudio.com
Available from

Apple.com

Bold and dynamic sound precision, plus a variety of streaming. The mu-so is a truly astounding speaker system 
for the serious audiophile and well worth the investment.

Naim mu-so
£895/$1,499.95

Verdict

Twist the touch panel to control the 
volume, or tap on it to change input 
type or skip, play and pause tracks

The black front grille can be replaced 
with three other colours to suit your 
room and furniture

The aluminium has been anodised for 
natural sound, and an extruded heat 
sink ensures thermal performance



83

Key features
Adjustable height • Suitable for dual-monitor workspaces • Two-tiered design 

Learn more
uk.varidesk.com

Available from
uk.varidesk.com

The rise in popularity of standing desks 
has been fuelled by news articles and 
scientific studies highlighting how much 
sitting down all day negatively impacts 

our health. However for many offices, investing in 
standing-only desks would be an impractical 
solution. The Varidesk Pro Plus 36 provides a 
solution – an adjustable platform that allows you to 
effortlessly alternate between sitting and standing. 

There’s no need to renovate your office to 
accommodate the Varidesk, as it’s designed to 
sit on top of your existing worktop. One thing to 
consider with this setup is that it can only be as 
stable as the surface it’s placed on. The Pro Plus 36 
has a tiered design, with its wide top deck intended 
to suit a multiple monitor setup. We found there 
was plenty of space for a Mac and MacBook Pro, 
whereas two Macs side-by-side – while they did fit – 
felt a little precarious. The lower deck is fixed about 
ten centimetres (3.9 inches) below, so your keyboard 
and mouse can always be at elbow height.

The Varidesk comes fully assembled, so it’s good 
to go straight out of the box. It’s worth enlisting an 
extra pair of hands to help move it into position on 
your desk, as it’s quite heavy (24 kilograms) and 
an awkward shape to carry alone. Once in place, 
you can switch to standing mode in seconds by 
squeezing the paddles on either side and lifting the 
tiers to the required height. 

Transitions are smooth and seamless thanks to 
the spring-assisted lift mechanism, which takes the 
strain of the monitor’s weight so it requires minimal 
effort to raise or lower. Fully extended, it sits just shy 
of 45 centimetres above the desktop, and with 11 
different height settings, most people will find a level 
that suits them.

Varidesk’s manufacturers claim that you can 
burn between 20-50 more calories per hour just by 
standing rather than sitting. According to our fitness 
tracker, we burned an average of 60 extra calories 
per hour, amounting to a whopping 450 extra 
calories burned during the workday!

The Varidesk provides an elegant solution for those who want the freedom to alternate between sitting and 
standing during the workday. It is robust, well made and simple to use.

Varidesk Pro Plus 36
£335/$395

Verdict

Squeezing the paddles on either 
side unlocks the mechanism so the 
Varidesk can be lowered or raised

The two-tiered layout ensures monitors 
are at eye level while the keyboard and 
mouse are level with your elbows

The Varidesk Pro Plus 36 can support 
a load of up to 15.8kg, which is more 
than enough for two monitors
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Key features
Windows and Mac compatible • 24 inch • 16:10 resolution, 1080p

Learn more
www.benq.com

Available from
www.benq.com

Reviews

BenQ offers a wide, varied range of monitors, 
but the PG2401PT is the company’s first foray 
into designing a display specifically for artists and 
designers. It’s BenQ’s first colour-critical monitor, 
boasting full ergonomics and 1920 x 1200 resolution 
in 1080p. For some, this may not be enough to 
make up for its lack of 4K resolution, but this 
monitor still manages to do plenty. 

The PG2401PT sacrifices style for functionality; 
its matte black casing lacks buttons of any kind, in 
favour of responsive touch-operated controls on its 
front panel, and an ambient light sensor. There are 
bevels running along the monitor’s sides where the 
optional sun hood can be attached to avoid screen 
glare. Connectivity includes HDMI, VGA, two USB 
3.0 ports and two DisplayPorts. The monitor is quick 
and easy to set up, and is fully ergonomic, including 
tilt forward and back, and 180-degree horizontal and 
vertical rotation. When rotated to stand vertically, 
the display will adjust accordingly. There’s also a 

handy slot in the monitor’s neck for wires to be fed 
through, keeping your desk neat and tidy.

So far so standard for a designer’s monitor of 
this calibre, but with the inclusion of X-Rite’s Palette 
Master software, the PG2401PT can reach 99% 
of the Adobe RGB colour range, so artists needn’t 
worry about buying a colour calibrator. Furthermore, 
the PG2401PT boasts excellent brightness balance; 
rather than managing brightness as an average, 
it tackles brightness in subsections of the display. 
Combined with the screen’s Delta-E average of two 
and below, users are guaranteed colours smoother 
and truer to how they will look when printed. Despite 
this, it’s not the brightest monitor available.

The PG2401PT’s functionality, guaranteed five-
year lifespan and zero pixel guarantee justify its 
asking price – 4K or no. Its design is sleek, its colour 
gamut is impressive, and it’s an all-around functional 
monitor. An excellent investment for professional 
digital artists seeking a colour-critical monitor.

Artists seeking a high-resolution monitor, but reluctant to invest in a colour calibrator, 
will find a worthwhile investment in the PG2401PT. 4K fans, however, should look elsewhere. 

BenQ PG2401PT 
£720/$999

Verdict

The monitor lacks buttons in favour of 
a touch display, and the neck includes 
a slot to feed wires through

The positioning of the display can be 
adjusted in all directions, and it comes 
with a detachable sun hood

There’s plenty of connectivity to this 
BenQ monitor, including HDMI, VGA, 
USB 3.0 and DisplayPort
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Key features
Dual hard drive compatibility • Backup solution for small businesses • Personal server management

Learn more
www.synology.com

Available from
www.synology.com

Particularly aimed at small businesses, the DS216 is 
a network storage (NAS) device with an impressive 
set of core features to keep your day-to-day work 
life running smoothly. Due to the unit being tailored 
for business users, it isn’t much of a looker. A 
removable front panel houses space for two hard 
drives, with a quick-load mechanism in place to 
make swapping them out take just moments. The 
eject buttons do feel a little flimsy, but didn’t actually 
cause any issues during our time with it. 

Connection between your Mac and the unit is 
simple and can be achieved with either LAN or 
wireless connections, but the former is preferred 
for quicker transfer speeds. It’s advisable to use 
Synology’s accompanying DiskStation Manager 
software to make transfers and undertake general 
management of the DS216 bay, as it makes the 
process pain-free for any user. 

The built-in Directory Server option enables you to 
connect a myriad of devices to the storage device 
simultaneously, with it then acting as a portable 

server for your products and keeping them in sync. 
For those new to server creation, the DS216 isn’t the 
easiest option for completing this task, but it does 
work when correctly configured.

Another advantage of Synology’s DiskStation 
Manager software is the back-up options at your 
disposal. Built-in encryption helps keep your files 
safe from outside snoopers when placed on the 
DS216, so you can have peace of mind that the 
contents of your business are in a secure place. 
But on a more personal note, creating a backup of 
your downloaded media files is also a completely 
plausible use of the system.

It’s safe to say that the DiskStation DS216 isn’t 
tailored for those who seek an entry-level unit into 
the NAS market. But for those in the know, the 
plethora of features make it a viable product for all 
small and emerging businesses. The sub-£250 price 
does look tempting, but it’s important to remember 
that’s the cost for just the enclosure, with the hard 
drives costing you a further £300-£400.

The back-up and server options really help drive the DS216 away from the competition. 
It’s not user friendly, at first, but still one of the top two-bay NAS storage devices available today.

Synology DiskStation DS216
£204/€240

Verdict

Rear USB 3.0 ports enable quick and 
stable transfers between the DS216 
station and external devices

Front-facing LEDs highlight if the 
DS216 is correctly configured and 
working. Use them to diagnose issues

You’ll need to buy your own external 
hard drives to use, which bumps up 
the cost considerably
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Montar Qi Car Holder
£44.99/$79.99

www.amazon.co.uk
Keeping safe while we’re driving, especially with 
the distraction of a host of electronic gadgets, is 

very important. The easiest way to use your 
phone as a navigation system or music player is 

to purchase a phone holder for your car. Montar are among 
the best we’ve come across and this new universal (even a 

phablet in a case will fit) holder is no exception. With 
360-degree rotation, an excellent suction cup and charger 
included, this holder does everything you wish. It’s easy to 

use in one hand and even supports Qi wireless charging if you 
own a compatible device. 

Freecom Tablet Mini SSD 128GB
£89/€119

www.freecom.com
Portable hard drives no longer need to weigh more than your 
laptop itself. Freecom’s mini SSD drive weighs just 58g and 
fits easily in the palm of your hand. Its plastic build doesn’t 
feel premium, but it does house two tiny, rubber cables – 
USB 3.0 and micro USB – for versatile connectivity. SSD 

technology means there are no moving parts, and therefore 
it’s silent during use. Data read speeds of up to 430MB/s are 
respectable, but not up to Thunderbolt standards. Freecom 

has done well to produce a real portable option, and it would 
work well as a spare in your work bag.

Accessories
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Beats Pill+
£189/$229.95

http://uk.beatsbydre.com
Since being bought by Apple, the Beats Audio catalogue 

has come on leaps and bounds. Its products are no longer 
simply fashion accessories. The sleek, minimal design has 
Apple written all over it, and Bluetooth setup is as simple 

as you’d expect. It’s portable too, and robust. You get 
12 hours of playback from a three-hour charge, and you 
can also use the Pill+ as a speakerphone. Soundwise, 

that trademark powerful bass is there but acoustics are 
dynamic across all ranges. The Pill+ produces seriously 
loud sound too, thanks to the cutting-edge neodymium 

magnets that help keep the driver size small.

Arcam MusicBOOST
£120/$189

www.arcam.co.uk
For any discerning audiophile, output quality from any 

smartphone is disappointing. UK audio engineer, Arcam, 
has come up with a brilliant solution that houses a digital 
to analogue converter and headphone amplifier inside a 

charging case that provides up to 120% extra battery life to 
your iPhone 6. The MusicBOOST is a seriously snug fit (in 
fact it’s a pain to release) but it does give good protection 
to the bottom half of your iPhone. However, it’s all about 
the sound quality here. Even the most pessimistic music 

lover will instantly notice the boost in quality that turns your 
iPhone into a brilliant music player. 

Kitvision Lens Set 4-in-1
£34.99/$49.99

www.amazon.co.uk
Olloclip has a big stranglehold on the iPhone lens kit 

market, but Kitvision is looking to disrupt that dominance 
with its new 4-in-1 lens set. Kitvision adds macro, fish-

eye, wide-angle and polarising lenses to your photography 
arsenal for a bargain price. The fish-eye lens is good for 
creating a fun, classic barrel distortion effect, while the 

wide-angle lens works well for shots of large groups. Each 
lens screws in and out of the padded clip nicely, but the 
clip is pretty flimsy and moves around a bit too much for 
our liking. We’d still recommend this to anyone looking to 

get more from their iPhone camera, though.
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Programs designed to keep your Mac free from 
viruses are plentiful, but all-in-one systems are much 
harder to come by. Many that are currently available 
can offer too many superfluous options, but the new 
MacScan 3 app takes a different standpoint. 

At its core this is still a cleaning app, with options 
varying from full directory searches to single folder 
scans. There are a limited number of options 
available, but everything that’s included has its use. 
Scanning times for full searches aren’t overly long, 
but are thorough nevertheless. What we especially 
liked was the After log, which provides a detailed 
run through of what was scanned, the dangers 
your Mac faces and how you can combat them. It’s 
an ideal solution for those new to OS X, while still 
providing enough detail for seasoned users to take 
extra precautionary measures.

Away from your Mac internals, there’s a hefty 
internet scanning service built-in, which is quick to 

highlight potentially harmful cookies and web links. 
Scanning does take considerably longer if you aren’t 
using Safari, which we couldn’t quite figure out why, 
but it does offer the same thorough results as all 
other scans. Also included is a logging system that 
offers a relatively simple way to manage each and 
every scan you’ve completed through the app. It’s 
helpful for identifying any common flaws in your Mac 
security that keep getting surpassed, and learning 
how to fix them there and then.

At $49.99, MacScan 3 does require some 
investment, but we’d certainly say that it’s worth 
your money. Scanning options are plentiful, without 
being overly complicated, and results are actually 
useful, instead of being just a list of numbers and 
stats. Improvements need to be made to the internet 
scanning option, especially when not using Safari, 
but this is still one of the better all-in-one Mac-
cleaning apps available today.

Scanning speeds can be an issue at times, but there are plenty of options here 
that users will be able to use efficiently to keep their Mac safe.

MacScan 3
£42.90/$49.99

Verdict

Scanning options
Scans can be as convoluted or 

as simple as you like. The choice 
really is up to your personal needs.

Deal with danger
Use the After log to see what 

nasties have been found and how 
you can remove them safely.

Malware dictionary
Research bugs and malicious code 

through the program’s built-in 
malware definition library.

3 Key Features

“It’s ideal for 
those new to 
OS X, while 
providing 

enough detail 
for seasoned 

users”

Requirements
OS X 10.8 • 500 MB disk space • 64-bit processor

Learn more
www.securemac.com

Available from
www.securemac.com
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Siphon R-Evolution

£70 | $65
moleculargastronomy.com

A full do-it-yourself kit aimed 
at any would-be culinary 
whipper. It comes with various 
whipping agents, so you can 

start experimenting with airs 
and foams of your own 

the second it arrives.

HOW DOES FOAM WORK?

Without an emulsifier added to the mixture, 
air and water just won’t mix – there is 
nothing between the particles that will 
enable them to bind

Emulsifiers create polar and non-polar ends that 
attach to water and air respectively. These enable 
the particles to bind, which is why foams retain 
their shape and integrity for longer
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Polar end

WATER
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WATER
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The canister
Nitrous oxide is used to force air into 
whatever’s in the siphon – handy for 
creating foams of any density

The casing
A series of valves and springs 
ensures the foam is released 
with enough force in order to 
keep the consistency intact
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In-app purchases
Users are expected to pay for non-
English languages – some of which 

are arbitrarily more expensive.

Recognition settings
You can tweak some  

Recognition settings to get a little 
semblance of customisation.

Sub-par handwriting 
The handwriting recognition 

translated our attempt to write 
“hello world” into gibberish.

3 Key Features

Upon opening Paragon Software Group’s 
PenReader for the first time, it’s immediately 
apparent that this app is lacking in bells and whistles 
of any kind. The only image to be found within the 
app’s design is a monochrome photograph of a 
generic hilly landscape. It’s not attractive to look at, 
and it doesn’t get any better from there.

The instructions, written in broken English, begin 
by asking you to quit the app. A poor start. The user 
is expected to go to Settings, and manually add 
PenReader as a new keyboard. Evidently Paragon 
Software Group didn’t think it was worth automating 
this simple process for its customers.

In order to use PenReader, users must select 
Allow Full Access in the Keyboard menu. It cannot 
be used otherwise. Upon selecting this option, your 
iOS device will warn you: “Full access allows the 
developer of this keyboard to transmit anything you 
type”. This makes us uncomfortable. 

Looking past the app’s lacklustre appearance, 
does its handwriting recognition software, that is so 

lauded in its product description on the App Store, 
live up to expectations? Short answer: no.

The App Store description claims that 
PenReader’s handwriting recognition is great; the 
app’s User Manual itself states that users can write 
using their finger and PenReader will still respond. 
You need only take a glance at the user review 
section to see that not all its customers would 
agree; many users are experiencing trouble with 
PenReader recognising their handwriting, even when 
they write clearly. Upon testing, getting PenReader 
to respond to even the neatest letters written proved 
a struggle, and nigh impossible when written with a 
finger. Don’t even bother with cursive.

Users will spend much time hopping back and 
forth between Notes and PenReader’s Recognition 
Settings (none of which are clearly explained) 
trying to find something that sticks. It’s really hard 
to recommend PenReader when its handwriting 
recognition software is outclassed by the Nintendo 
DS from 2004.

PenReader is a barely functioning mess that has the gall to charge you to write in a  
non-English language. Another disappointment for Apple Pencil owners. 

PenReader
Free (with in-app purchases)

Verdict

Requirements
iPhone • iPad • iPad Pro required for use with Apple Pencil

Learn more
www.penreader.com

Available from
iOS App Store
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Adventure puzzle games take many forms. However, 
none have taken a form quite like Unmechanical, 
which sees you navigating a kidnapped flying robot 
through an underground world and solving puzzles 
as you attempt to escape back to the surface. 

The premise may seem bizarre and complicated 
but the game itself is simple to pick up, as shown 
by the fact that there is literally no tutorial. The game 
opens with your robot being dragged from the 
surface of the world through a series of pipes into 
this underground lair and the game begins. Luckily 
there are just two things you can do, move around 
and pick up things with a tractor beam, so the lack 
of a tutorial or any explanation whatsoever doesn’t 
hinder you too greatly. 

You’re instantly faced with a challenge – a 
rockfall blocking your way through the tunnel – and 
although solving it doesn’t take too long it does 
give you a flavour of what is to come; dozens more 

challenges and puzzles to solve. These range from 
remembering a light sequence to piling rocks on 
four sets of scales so they balance out. The variety 
is superb and each new mystery tests a different 
part of your puzzle-solving ability. 

Visually it doesn’t quite take full advantage of 
the Mac’s dazzling screen as the majority of the 
game takes place in very low light conditions, which 
can get annoying as it’s easy to miss vital clues. 
The animation is wonderful, however, boasting a 
charming art style similar to Coraline. 

The difficulty level of the puzzles is set in that 
sweet spot of mentally taxing but not impossible, 
and the basic controls means that you can pick it 
up in seconds. It would be nice if there was a little 
more direction because you can sometimes worry 
you’ve missed something, but that, along with the 
disappointing lighting, is just nitpicking as overall this 
is thoroughly enjoyable.

Unmechanical is an engaging game that entertains and frustrates you in 
equal measure, so definitely give it a try.

Unmechanical
£7.99/$9.99

Verdict

The opening sequence is the only 
time you’ll see natural light for a 

very long time in this game

How adorable is this guy and don’t 
you just want to help him get back 

to the surface? 

If you’ve played Simon, you know 
what’s going on here. If you’ve 
never played Simon, lucky you

Yes, a giant, beating heart that gets 
powered by light bulbs secured by 
grabbing claws is perfectly normal 

Unmechanical

“The difficulty 
of the puzzles 

is in that 
sweet spot 
of mentally 

taxing but not 
impossible”

We used
iMac (Mid 2011) • 4GB RAM • Intel graphics • Mouse and keyboard

Available from
Mac App Store

Requirements
OS X 10.6.6 • 4GB RAM • 7GB HD space • Intel Core i7 2.5GHz processor

Reviews
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YOUR FREE RESOURCES
Log in to www.filesilo.co.uk/icreate and download the latest 
collection of must-have creative resources and tutorial assets

YOUR BONUS 
RESOURCES

ON OUR FILESILO SITE THIS 
ISSUE YOU WILL FIND AN 
UNMISSABLE COLLECTION OF 
CREATIVE RESOURCES 
•      All-new tutorial files to help you 

master this issue's Logic Pro X and 
photo-editing projects

•      20 minutes of expert video guides 
from the brilliant MacMost team, 
including a guide to Music Memos

•      Two great, royalty-free fonts from our 
friends at SparkleStock

•      Five stock video clips 
•    Five awe-inspiring wallpapers to 

freshen up your Mac desktop 

total  resources

www.filesilo.co.uk/icreate
25

Tutorial files
This month's creative assets

RESOURCES   FILESILO
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Stunning Mac wallpapers
Give your desktop a whole new lease of life

Expert video guides 
The hot topics explained in full



FILESILO – THE HOME OF PRO RESOURCES

The most popular downloads are shown 
in the carousel here, so check out what 
your fellow iCreate readers are enjoying! 

Green open padlocks show the 
issues you have accessed. Red closed 
padlocks indicate the ones you need to 
buy or unlock.

Find out more about our online stores, 
plus useful FAQs like our cookie and 
privacy policies and contact details. 

If you’re looking for a particular type of 
content like brushes or fonts, use the 
filters here to refine your search. 

Can’t find the resource you’re looking 
for in these filters? Click on More Options 
to specify exactly what kind of resource 
you want.

Top Downloads are listed here, so you 
can get an instant look at the most 
popular downloaded content. 

Check out the Highest Rated list to see 
the resources that other readers have 
voted for as the best! 

Discover our amazing sister magazines 
and the wealth of content and 
information that they provide.

The first time you use FileSilo you’ll need 
to register. After that, you can use the 
email address and password you 
provided to log in. 

This is the new FileSilo site that replaces 
your disc. You’ll find it by visiting the link 
on the following page. 

A rapidly growing library 
Updated continually with cool resources
Lets you keep your downloads organised
Browse and access your content from anywhere
No more torn disc pages to ruin your magazines

No more broken discs
Print subscribers get all the content
Digital magazine owners get all the content too!
Each issue’s content is free with your magazine
Secure online access to your free resources

DISCOVER YOUR FREE ONLINE ASSETS
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How to use
Everything you need to know about 
accessing your new digital repository 

GET IN TOUCH WITH 
iCREATE MAGAZINE

To access FileSilo, please visit www.filesilo.co.uk/icreate

01 Follow the 
instructions 

on screen to create an 
account with our secure 
FileSilo system. Log in 
and unlock the issue by 
answering a simple 

question about 
the magazine. 
You can access 
the content 
for free with 
your issue.

02 If you’re a print 
subscriber, 

unlock all the content by 
entering your unique 
Web ID. Your Web ID is 
the eight-digit 
alphanumeric code that 
is printed above your 
address details on the 
mailing label of your 
subscription copies. It 
can also be found on any 
renewal letters. 

03 You can access 
FileSilo on any 

computer, tablet or 
smartphone device using 
any popular browser 
(such as Safari, Firefox or 
Google Chrome). 
However, we 
recommend that you use 
a computer to download 
content, as you may not 
be able to download files 
to your phone or tablet. 

04 If you have any 
problems with 

accessing content on FileSilo, 
or with the registration 
process, take a look at the 
FAQs online or email 
filesilohelp@
imagine-publishing.co.uk.

To access FileSilo, please visit www.filesilo.co.uk/icreate

www.icreatemagazine.com

Next issue…
iCreate 158, on sale 31 March 2016

GarageBand

 158, on sale 31 March 2016

Photos Final Cut Pro X Logic Pro XiTunes Numbers Pages KeynoteSafari iMovie

GET IN TOUCH WITH 
CREATE MAGAZINE

RESOURCES   FILESILO
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