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G O I N G  D E E P

Peering over the edge of a massive wall, you can’t help but  

wonder: What’s down there? From natural wonders to deep- 

sunk wrecks, explore the sites that reward you for going low. 
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(954) 524-5755 | 800-879-9832
info@stuartcove.com 

Our walls are draped in drama!
Dive deep into the crystal clear waters on the quiet side of Nassau, and 

discover some of the most dramatic drop-offs in the Bahamas.

Our nutrient-nourished walls resplendent with lush corals and lively marine life 

plunge deep into the heart of the ocean…and the hearts of our divers. Come and 

join us for some amazing bottom time on our walls. We have an abundance of 

underwater treasures to share with you at Stuart Cove’s Dive Bahamas. 

DIVE INTO 
THE DEEP 



A QUARTER- 
CENTURY OF  
SCUBALAB
This year we celebrate not only Scuba 
 Diving magazine’s silver anniversary, but 
also ScubaLab’s. In the June 1992 premiere 
issue, ScubaLab’s then-director tested 
and reviewed travel BCs, a new trend at 
the time. 

I was hired as an  editorial 

assistant, and one of my 

tasks was to fact-check the 

features and prices of the 

gear. We didn’t have email, 

and I wasn’t yet research-

ing on the internet. Over 

the years, we’ve evolved 

how we do things, but I’m 

always amazed that a small 

 magazine elected to take on 

such a big responsibility.  

In 1991, when then- 

publisher Rodale was 

 undertaking an industry 

 analysis for publishing a 

dive magazine, they needed 

 something that would set it 

apart from Skin Diver, the 

first  national magazine for 

diving, launched in 1951. 

Rodale executives heard the 

same thing from a number 

of scuba divers and industry 

professionals: Dive journal-

ism was lacking objective 

travel and gear reviews. 

T A L K
S C U B A D I V I N G . C O M  //  E D I T @ S C U B A D I V I N G . C O M  //  @ S C U B A D I V I N G M AG

We've come a long way, baby: 

Travel BCs were a new idea 

— and pretty funny-looking 

— in 1992, when ScubaLab 

 featured them in its first-ever 

review of gear.
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WHAT WE’VE 
BEEN UP TO
ScubaLab test-team diver Andy Zunz — who also 

happens to be the managing editor of our sister mag, 

Sport Diver — puts one of 20 regs through its paces at 

Alexander Springs in central Florida for our August 

issue reg review. Catch up online at scubadiving.com. 

/
FOLLOWING

That became our guiding 

principle, and it is the foun-

dation on which ScubaLab 

was built. It’s diffi  cult if not 

impossible for a diver who 

wants to buy a piece of gear 

to collect a half-dozen or so 

models and run tests such 

as putting regs on an  ANSTI 

breathing machine,  using 

a chamber to compare dive 

computers, or checking 

the inherent buoyancy and 

buoyant lift capabilities of 

BCs in a pool.

ScubaLab founder 

Jon Hardy shared that 

 vision. His fi rst ScubaLab 

report was also an industry 

fi rst: Divers could now get 

 objective test results about 

the design and perfor-

mance of the life-support 

equipment on which their 

lives depended.

ScubaLab exists to help 

divers become informed 

consumers of dive gear. 

Nobody devotes as much 

manpower, spends as much 

money, or invests as much 

time to provide objective 

and practical infor-

mation on dive gear 

as ScubaLab. It is 

with great pride 

that we present 

this year’s Gear 

of the Year, Scuba-

Lab’s Testers Choice 

and Best Buy win-

ners for 2017, on page 

33.  — PATRICIA WUEST, 

 EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Follow Us!
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R
eefs, rejoice! The United Nations has designated 2018 the International Year of the Reef, celebrating one of the 

 habitats divers dearly love. The announcement, expected to be made at the U.N. General Assembly in Nairobi,  Kenya, 

in  December, comes off the cusp of the third global coral-bleaching event in the past two decades. It lasted from 2014 

to 2017 and affected more than 70 percent of reefs worldwide. Corals bleach when they become overly stressed, which >>

N O T E S ,  N E W S  A N D  S T U F F  Y O U  C A N  U S E
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REEF  
RELIEF
U.N. DECLARES 2018  

THE INTERNATIONAL  

YEAR OF THE REEF

BY MELISSA SMITH

NEW AND 

 NOTEWORTHY

The tiny new device that 
lets divers contribute 
to science P12 What it 
costs to visit the Titanic 
P14 How turning a river 
orange can reveal water 
quality P16 Drysuit diving 
101 P18 Meet the Sea 
Hero who’s putting 
families first P21



happens especially when 

they’re exposed to increased 

water temperatures. During 

the bleaching process, corals 

expel brown algae — their 

main food source, which be-

comes toxic in higher heat 

— losing their color, starving 

and becoming more suscep-

tible to disease. Then, the 

corals die. 

From the Florida Keys 

to Okinawa, Japan, nearly 

every corner of the  tropical 

marine world has been 

 aff ected by what many 

 scientists are calling a cata-

strophic result of climate 

change. The event was re-

corded in the Netfl ix docu-

mentary Chasing Coral, 

which tracks a team of bi-

ologists and fi lmmakers as 

they attempt to capture the 

destruction as it happens. 

“As divers, we’re lucky. 

Fewer than 1 percent of 

people will ever put on a 

mask and snorkel and see 

the ocean fi rsthand,” says 

Richard Vevers, CEO of the 

Ocean Agency, which helped 

make Chasing Coral. “As 

a result, the ocean is very 

much out of sight, out of 

mind. We really need  divers 

to help change this, and 

[this year] will do just that.”

The U.N.’s goals for the 

year are to raise awareness 

about the importance of 

reefs, the ways they are be-

ing threatened, and how to 

combat their destruction; 

promote collaboration be-

tween governmental and 

private organizations, the 

academic community and 

the public; and implement 

eff ective conservation and 

management strategies.

“It’s a great  opportunity 

to put coral reefs in the 

global spotlight and ignite 

support for their conserva-

tion,” says Vevers.

This will be the third 

 International Year of the 

Reef, preceded by 1997 and 

2008, which each  resulted 

in the formations of new 

marine protected areas and 

 reef-centric organizations. F
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WHAT YOU 
CAN DO
Throughout 2018, there 
will be events and 
collaborations taking 
place that will focus 
on bridging the gap 
between science and 
policy, and urging the 
public to contribute to 
reef health in meaning-
ful ways. Here are 
ideas for taking action:

1  Follow the U.N.’s 
Green Fins initiative for 
conscientious-diving 
tips, such as not wear-
ing gloves and learning 
how to fi n backward. 
(greenfi ns.net)

2  Learn and educate 
others about the state 
of reefs and the threat 
of coral bleaching. 
(theoceanagency.org)

3  Join social-media 
campaigns like the 
Lonely Whale Founda-
tion’s #StopSucking, 
which encourages 
boycotting plastic 
drinking straws. 
(strawlessocean.org)

4  Contact elected 
offi  cials to urge for 
climate-change and 
marine-conservation 
policy. (usa.gov/

elected-offi  cials)

5  Host, organize or 
participate in a Year of 
the Reef event in your 
area. (icriforum.org)

DIVING 
FOR DATA
MEET THE FUTURE OF 
PURPOSE-DRIVEN DIVING
BY BROOKE MORTON

M
ost ocean data 

is collected 10 

miles off shore 

— not exactly convenient 

for land-based scientists. 

That inspired climatologist 

Karsten Shein and marine 

conservationist Peter Quil-

liam to ask, “How can we 

use divers to collect data?”

The team created Ocean’s 

Eye, a 4-inch device that 

 attaches to scuba gear, 

 collecting data each time a 

diver enters the water. 

It syncs with a smart 

 device prior to the dive, giv-

ing OE access to the diver’s 

GPS coordinates. In water, 

OE tracks not only depth, 

but also lateral movements, 

creating a 3D dive profi le — 

a fi rst in the scuba industry.

All the while, it’s gather-

ing data on temperature, 

available light and conduc-

tivity via an algorithm to 

fi nd the water’s salinity.

At the end of the dive, 

says Neil van Niekerk, one 

of OE’s founding partners, 

“the device uses Bluetooth 

to connect to the device 

seamlessly. Once the smart 

device enters back into 

range, it pushes the data 

points to a server.”

Developers plan to outfi t 

instructors with the device, 

as they are in the water dai-

ly, providing scientists with 

up-to-the-minute info on 

what’s happening on reefs.

“This would allow sci-

entists to see if there is a 

trend,” says van Niekerk. 

The OE team wants citi-

zen scientists to join the 

movement as well, includ-

ing the technology to share 

data with friends and earn 

badges for logged dives.

The team is still  refi ning 

the prototype, aiming to 

have something aff ordable 

and market-ready by the 

end of the year.

The focus of the year will be on reefs that are still thriving 

but need our help to protect, like this one in Raja Ampat.



The compact Suunto EON Core is a great dive companion whether you are just beginning 

diving or an active diver exploring new depths. The key details of your dive are easy to 

read from the clear color display with large, prominent digits and intuitive menu logic.

This fully-featured and customizable dive computer is your reliable partner no matter if 

you’re exploring shipwrecks or admiring the colorful marine life.

www.suunto.com

EXPLORE MORE

SUUNTO EON CORE
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1 / Coach Sugar Memorial 

Dive Site 

Location: North Bimini Island, Bahamas

Type of ship: Various

Depth: 85 feet

Access: Divable 

Bimini Scuba Center in the 

Bahamas has sunk four ves-

sels off the coast of North 

Bimini, creating a new artifi-

cial reef for divers to explore. 

The Coach Sugar Memo-

rial Dive Site, named after 

a youth mentor in Bimini, is 

home to the 165-foot barge 

J.P. Kipp, the 90-foot Tug Man-

atee, a 70-foot landing craft 

dubbed “the Lady in Red,” and 

a  30-foot refugee boat that 

once washed ashore with 19 

Cuban refugees. The wrecks 

were towed a few miles off 

the North Bimini shore and 

are located within swimming 

distance of one another, mak-

ing for a jam-packed dive. 

2 / USCGC Tamaroa

Location: Del-Jersey-Land reef, Mid-

Atlantic region, U.S.

Type of ship: U.S. Coast Guard cutter, 

originally U.S. Navy fleet tug

Depth: 130 feet 

Access: Divable

The Del-Jersey-Land reef, 

an equidistant 26 miles off 

the coasts of Delaware, New 

 Jersey and Maryland, now 

has another historical ship 

for divers to explore. The 

205-foot USCGC Tamaroa was 

decommissioned in 1994 

but was only recently sunk 

as part of the artificial reef. 

Originally used during WWII 

 under the name USS Zuni, af-

ter the war ended it saw new 

life as a rescue boat for the 

U.S. Coast Guard. The Tama-

roa is most famously known 

for its use in 1991 to rescue 

seven members of a sailboat 

crew stranded during the in-

famous “Perfect Storm” in 

New England that inspired 

a book and film of the same 

name. It was hauled by tug-

boat from a shipyard in Nor-

folk, Virginia, to New Jersey, 

where it’s currently resting 

beside four other wrecks. 

3 / Niobe Corinthian

Location: Northern Bermuda

Type of ship: Casino ship, originally  

oil transport

Depth: 70 feet

Access: Divable

The Niobe Corinthian was 

created by Shell Oil Compa-

ny to serve offshore oil rigs, 

but it eventually came into 

the hands of a casino opera-

tor who turned the ship into 

a gambling cruise.  Gambling 

is illegal in Bermuda, but 

that didn’t stop the new 

owner, who simply took the 

175-foot-long ship out be-

yond national waters. Still, 

the ship had to port in Ber-

muda, and eventually it was 

raided by the government. 

Operations were shut down 

in 2008, and it was docked 

in northern Bermuda, where 

it remained abandoned for 

years. After removing all 

gaming machines and ready-

ing the ship for safe sinking, 

it was towed 12 miles off-

shore where a party of boats 

watched it tip over and sink.

/

C U R R E N T S

WRECK ROUNDUP

BY CHASE BRUNTON

>

B
efore it disappears again 

— and this time, for good — 

nine tourists will visit the 

RMS  Titanic for the price of a first-

class ticket on the 1912 voyage of the 

famously “unsinkable” ocean liner.

Blue Marble Private, which is offer-

ing the May 2018 expedition, says the 

$150,129 price tag is the same — ad-

justed for inflation — as what passen-

gers paid to be on the ship’s one and 

only trip from England to New York 

more than a century ago ($4,350).

Although it’s arguably the most fa-

mous sinking in history (thanks, Jack 

and Rose), the Titanic has been largely 

inaccessible to tourists. This could be 

one of the last chances to see it; a 2016 

study concluded decomposing bacte-

ria could eat away the ship completely 

in the next 15 to 20 years.

“Fewer than 200 people have ever 

visited the wreck,” Stockton Rush, 

CEO of OceanGate Expeditions, 

which made a custom submarine for 

the  voyage, told Forbes. “This is an 

 incredible opportunity to explore 

one of the most rarely seen and most 

 revered landmarks on the planet.”

Passengers — called “mission spe-

cialists” — will fly to a yacht above the 

wreck (off the coast of Newfoundland, 

Canada), which will be the base of op-

erations for the eight-day expedition.  

They’ll learn the sonar and navigation 

equipment needed to assist the expe-

dition team in locating the ship’s boil-

ers, propellers and other landmarks. 

Then they’ll survey the remains of 

the Titanic itself, dropping more than 

2 miles into the Atlantic Ocean in 

the OceanGate sub and enjoying the 

chance to see bioluminescent sea life 

on the 90-minute descent.

Blue Marble Private has plans for a 

second trip in summer 2019.

MY WALLET 
WILL GO ON

CUE CELINE DION: UNDERWATER 
TOURISTS ARE HEADED FOR TITANIC

BY MELISSA SMITH 

The telemotor — used to steer Titanic’s 

enormous rudder — is all that remains 

of the wheelhouse.
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Wrap  Up
ADVENTURE!

Give the gift of Adventure 

this Holiday Season! 

Purchase any Aqua Lung BCD 

featuring our proprietary 

Wrapture Harness system and 

wrap it up with 

a FREE Explorer Collection Mesh Bag.* 

Adventure is only a gift away - 

visit aqualung.com for more details.

*Restrictions apply

Axiom i3

Soul i3

Axiom

Soul



S C U B A D I V I N G . C O M  NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2017 / 16



S C U B A D I V I N G . C O M  NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2017 / 17

Thin white beams from our 
headlamps dance around 
the platform surrounding 
 Silver Spring as we attempt 
to pull on our wetsuits in the 
dark. Stars are still bright 
as a team of researchers 
docks our boat in the spring 
basin. Some of them have 
slept for an hour, maybe two. 
We jump into the water and 
I am immediately awake — 
 either  because of the cool 
water seeping through my 
wetsuit zipper or my sudden-
ly hyperalert state as I swim 
through eelgrass while scan-
ning for sleepy gators that 
might be awaiting a morning 
snack. The scientists lower a 
blue hose into the spring, and 
a plume of fluorescent water-
tracing dye erupts as the sun 
begins to rise. Here, Nathan 
Reaver, one of the sleep- 
deprived scientists and 
leader of the study, dives 
into the cloud of dye (called 
 Rhodamine WT). In less than 
a minute, the entire basin will 
take on an orange hue. Reav-
er and about a half-dozen 
other graduate students, 
 scientific divers, volunteers 
and his  fellow lab mates in 
Dr. David Kaplan’s Watershed 
 Ecology Lab at the  University 
of Florida have a long day 
ahead of them — they will 
 follow the dye, using devices 
called  fluorometers to mea-
sure its concentration as it 
flows downstream. This work 
can help us better understand 
how water moves and mixes, 
and calculate the amount of 
time it spends in the river 
channel after it emerges from 
the aquifer, which supplies 
drinking water to more than 
90 percent of Floridians.

DIVING 
IN DYE
SCIENTISTS USE FLUORESCENT DYE TO 
LEARN ABOUT WATER FLOW IN FLORIDA

TEXT AND PHOTO BY JENNIFER ADLER

C U R R E N T S

SEA STORIES  



                                                                                                       

B

S C U B A D I V I N G . C O M  NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2017 / 18

WHAT DO I 

NEED TO KNOW 

ABOUT   DRYSUITS?

Drysuits are standard fare for divers 

who spend a lot of time underwater — 

and those who live in colder regions. 

The suits are inflatable, watertight 

shells that seal around a diver’s body 

to protect him or her from the ele-

ments. While they are generally easy 

to dive with a little practice, they can 

be intimidating to new divers. Drysuits 

are more expensive than wetsuits, 

come in dozens of different designs, 

and require a unique set of skills to 

dive. Here’s what you need to know 

before diving dry.

Q HOW DOES IT WORK?

A A drysuit is a waterproof suit that 

creates a dry envelope around a diver’s 

body to protect him or her from get-

ting wet. Air transfers heat from the 

body as much as 25 times slower than 

water. This, plus the combination of 

the drysuit and insulating undergar-

ments, allows a diver to stay warm 

for much longer than when wearing a 

wetsuit. A drysuit uses flexible rubber, 

neoprene or silicone to create a wa-

tertight seal around the diver’s neck 

and wrists, and a special waterproof 

zipper across the back or chest allows 

the diver to enter the suit easily and 

seal it around his or her torso. A valve 

mounted on the chest of the suit and 

a vent mounted on the shoulder allow 

divers to add or purge air from the suit 

to offset the effects of pressure and 

maintain neutral buoyancy 

during a dive. 

Q  WHAT ARE THE RISKS?

A One of the primary risks 

of diving in a drysuit is loss 

of buoyancy control. The 

air in your drysuit will ex-

pand as you ascend, and 

if the suit is not properly 

vented or an inflator valve 

sticks open, you might ex-

perience an uncontrolled 

ascent. Conversely, if you 

do not add enough air to the suit on 

descent, it could tighten around you 

and cause rashes, chafing and bruis-

ing. If neck or wrist seals are too tight, 

they can restrict blood flow and cause 

lightheadedness, a carotid sinus re-

flex, difficulty breathing, and numb-

ness and loss of dexterity in the hands. 

With proper maintenance and man-

agement of the air in your drysuit, 

these incidents are entirely avoidable, 

but it is wise to seek proper training 

before diving dry.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON DRYSUITS AND 

SAFE DIVING PRACTICES, VISIT DAN.ORG.

/

C U R R E N T S

ASK THE EXPERTS

BY DIVERS ALERT NETWORK

DAN.org/JOIN

SMALL COST. BIG BENEFIT.

DAN’s Dive Accident Insurance benefit  

provides coverage of up to $500,000 for  

medical dive accident expense and pays  

100% of eligible expenses. Considering a  

diving-related injury or illness can set you  

back thousands of dollars, it pays to be  

prepared.

2016 
Dive Related  

Illness/Injuries
(Cases / %)

Barotrauma

Decompression 
Sickness

Marine 
Envenomation

2% Arterial Gas Embolism (AGE)

2% Fatality

2% Pulmonary Edema - IPE

2% Non-Fatal Drowning

2% Motion Sickness

Other

44%

9%

28%

9%

DIVE PREPARED. 
BECAUSE NO ONE KNOWS THE FUTURE.
No matter how much you train or how well you plan, accidents can still happen. And  

there is no crystal ball to predict when you may find yourself facing an emergency.  

The smart solution is to make sure you and your family are protected against  

the unforeseen. DAN’s Dive Accident Insurance exists for those  

“just in case” moments. 
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BOLT SLS & QUAD

BOLT SLS 

• Weight system with visual color coded lock* 

   (Green color indicates locked in & red color indicates not locked)

• BC with 21 kg lift (46 lbs) (X-Large)

• Travel friendly

QUAD COMPUTER

• Large, easy to read screen 

• Four buttons for easy user interface

• Multi-gas capable

• Decompression dive planner w/user adjustable 

   surface interval 

* Scan the QR 

code to learn 

more about the 

weight system

* Scan the QR 

code to learn 

more about the 

Quad Computer

www.mares.com

AWARD WINNING GEAR 

PERFECT FOR YOUR NEXT ADVENTURE

SLIDE & LOCK (SLS)
WEIGHT SYSTEM*



AVAILABLE AT MACY’S

SRPB55 | www.SeikoUSA.com
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N
o one has done more than Margo 

Peyton to get kids in the water 

through her Kids Sea Camp family 

dive adventures — more than 7,000 

kids in 17 years, with 5,500 of them 

 becoming certified divers at nearly 

20 Kids Sea Camps a year, held in a 

dozen locations worldwide. For her 

passionate dedication to raising the 

next generation of divers and safely 

introducing kids and families to the 

joys of the undersea world, Peyton is 

our November/December Sea Hero.

Q: WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE KIDS 

SEA CAMP MOMENT? 

A: Other than my daughter’s and son’s 

first Seal Team dives at age 8 and their 

first open-water dives at age 10 — my 

son is now a PADI instructor and tec 

diver, and my daughter just completed 

her IDC — my favorite was diving with 

Jacob Herzig when he was 11. Jacob is 

a high-functioning autistic student; 

diving with him was the most hum-

bling experience of my life. I watched 

him on a treasure hunt, looking for 

MARGO  
PEYTON
YEAR CERTIFIED: 1989

AGE WHEN CERTIFIED: 23

CERTIFICATION LEVEL: PADI MSDT 
ELITE INSTRUCTOR

WORDS TO LIVE BY: GIVE THEM A WEEK 
THEY WILL REMEMBER FOREVER

/
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 SEA HERO
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little things on the sea bottom that I 

would never have seen, and saw the 

excitement in his face when he found 

a small flounder, a sand dollar or sea 

biscuit — he gently uncovered each 

and then, with a light movement of his 

hands, waved the sand back to leave it 

exactly as it had been. Autism is very 

difficult because typically light, sound, 

smell and touch hit the senses all at 

the same time — when he’s diving, it’s 

quiet and calm, the colors are sooth-

ing, and zero gravity is relaxing. He 

can focus and find things that you or 

I never would. Jacob is 13 now and a 

 junior advanced open-water diver.

Q: WHAT’S THE BIGGEST CHALLENGE 

YOU FACE?

A: I cater to disabled kids and adults, 

deaf kids and adults, and kids with 

 autism, ADHD and many other 

 special needs. My biggest challenge 

is  implementing my mandates and 

 standards in the resorts we work with 

— not because the resorts are not safe 

or don’t want to be safer, but simply 

because of resource limitations. So I 

fly dive instructors from all over the 

world to the destinations where we 

host Kids Sea Camp to work as part 

of my team.

Q: WHAT ARE THE MOST IMPORTANT 

ISSUES IN GROWING THE SPORT 

OF DIVING?  

A: Keeping kids safe. I believe 100 per-

cent that it is safe and appropriate for 

kids 4 to 7 to do SASY [Supplied Air 

Snorkeling for Youth], and appropri-

ate and safe for kids 8 and 9 to dive 

in PADI’s Seal Team confined-water 

 program with a Seal Team-qualified 

instructor. I do not feel that newly 

 certified parents should be allowed 

to just take their newly certified child 

diving; this is a big issue. I also believe 

instructors should be trained differ-

ently for working with kids. I spend 

most of my life on this — I do not 

charge to train staff or to consult with 

dive operations on kids’ programs; 

I do it to make diving safe for kids. I 

have hosted more than 7,000 children 

with zero dive accidents.

Q: TELL US ABOUT YOUR OCEAN 

WISHES FOUNDATION.  

A: I started Ocean Wishes (ocean 

wishes.org) because I wanted to 

give back to the people and places 

where we work. I support schools and 

 orphanages all over the world, and 

People of action, devoted to 

protecting the planet’s oceans 

and marine life through 

conservation, technology or 

by simply helping others. If 

you spot a Sea Hero, join Scuba 

Diving, Seiko and the 2017  

Sea Heroes program  by nomi-

nating him or her at

scubadiving .com/seaheroes
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Each Sea Hero featured in Scuba Diving receives a Seiko Prospex PADI Special Edition SRPA21 watch. In March 2018, judges will select the 
Sea Hero of the Year, who will receive a $5,000 cash award from Seiko to further his or her work. Nominate at scubadiving.com/seaheroes.

supply training and scholarship 

grants. 

Q: WHAT YOU ARE WORKING 

ON NOW?  

A: We have implemented citi-

zen-science weeks where high 

school and college students 

get credit and also learn to be 

more-responsible divers. And 

we are teaching Rescue  Diver, 

Divemaster and Instructor 

courses now. I’m excited about 

the next generation of divers — 

these kids are our tomorrow. 

Q: WHAT’S THE MOST IMPORTANT 

THING TO YOU?

A: Family. Today’s kids are so desen-

sitized, living through cellphones 

in a virtual world. I so enjoy watch-

ing them disconnect from all that 

and  reconnect to their family. Moms 

and dads love to see their kids play-

ing  volleyball, diving, paddleboarding, 

snorkeling and enjoying each 

other. I see families laughing, 

hugging and dancing, and kids 

begging their parents to come 

back again. I see judges, doctors, 

senators, military divers with 

their minds full of work just 

unwind and relax and — some-

times for the first time in many 

years — have nothing in their 

heads but the blue of the ocean 

and the sound of the waves 

or the colors of the sunset and the 

sounds of their kids laughing. To see 

the smiles as parents watch their kids 

jump off the dock, it’s my greatest joy. 

It’s the same for my own family — the 

moments  underwater with my best 

friend and husband, Tom Peyton, and 

my daughter, Jen, and son, Rob, are 

the best in the world for me.  

1-844-792-6976 

www.scubaclubcozumel.com 

reservations@scubaclubcozumel.com

All diving services in one convenient place.  

See the difference a dedicated  

dive resort can make. 

In the true Mexican sense.

Quiet. Unpretentious. 
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Peyton’s Kids Sea Camp has been 

bringing families together under-

water for nearly two decades.



The ProPlus X is designed around a perfectly 

clear, high visibility, TFT screen with an advanced 

digital compass, Bluetooth connectivity, quick 

disconnect, intuitive color-coded interface 

and powered by Dual Algorithm. It is our most 

advanced dive computer ever. Learn more today  

at your local authorized Oceanic dealer.    

OceanicWorldwide.com
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 QUICK LOOKS 

SCUBALAB’S QUICK 

GUIDE TO FOUR NEW 

DIVE WATCHES

BY ROBBY MYERS

1 SEIKO PROSPEX SRPA83

This special PADI-edition 

watch was designed with 

divers in mind. The wide lu-

minous hands and markers 

are easy to read at depth, 

and the one-way rotating be-

zel features deep grooves 

that make it easy to operate, 

even with gloves. The blue-

and-red-colored watch is 

depth-rated to over 650 feet.

$795; SEIKOUSA.COM

2 SEIKO PROSPEX SRPB55

Water-resistant to more than 

650 feet, the Automatic Diver 

has a black-ion stainless-

steel case and a rotating 

 bezel with yellow highlights. 

For easy reading underwa-

ter, the hands and markers 

have been treated with an 

eco-friendly luminous paint. 

$525; SEIKOUSA.COM

3 CITIZEN PROMASTER DIVER 

BN0191-55L

ISO-compliant and depth-

rated to 660 feet, this watch  

is made of stainless steel 

with an azure blue dial and a 

matching  unidirectional be-

zel. It uses light as its sole 

power source, so you won’t 

ever have to open it up to 

change a battery.

$395; CITIZENWATCH.COM

4 ORIS AQUIS HAMMERHEAD 

LIMITED EDITION

Depth-rated to over 1,600 

feet, this stainless-steel 

watch looks as sleek as its 

namesake. The bezel is inlaid 

with black ceramic and fea-

tures luminous markings, and 

the sapphire crystal has an 

anti-refl ective coating. A por-

tion of the profi ts  goes to the 

nonprofi t Pelagios Kakunjá.

$2,550 (RUBBER STRAP) 

$2,750 (STAINLESS STEEL 

BRACELET) ORIS.CH F
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COMPUTER

CONSOLES

THEO KNEVEL

 EASE OF USE WITH ELEGANT 
EXPRESSION

SINGLE BUTTON INTERFACE FOR 
EFFORTLESS PROGRAMMING

MODES: AIR, NITROX 
AND GAUGE

LARGE EDGE-TO-EDGE, 
HIGH-DEFINITION LCD SCREEN

SAFE DECOMPRESSION 
CALCULATIONS FOR MULTIPLE 

DIVES OVER MULTIPLE DAYS

DEPTH, DIVE TIMES, 
DECOMPRESSION STATUS

”DIVE” PROGRAM 
(FULL PROCESSING OF DIVE DATA, 

INCLUDING  DECOMPRESSION 
IF APPLICABLE, FOR EVERY DIVE) 

PERFORMS WITH AIR 
OR NITROX

GAUGE SETTING OPTION 
(DEPTH GAUGE AND TIMER)

GRAPHIC CNS OXYGEN TOXICITY 
INDICATOR LOG BOOK 

(70 HRS OR 60 DIVES) 
COMPLETE WITH DIVE PROFILE

PLANNING: DECOMPRESSION  
CURVE SCROLLING



The Islands of Hawaii

KAUAI

OAHU

MAUI

THE BIG 

ISLAND

Jack’s Diving Locker
Join the friendly crew of Jack’s Diving Locker on the Kona Coast 

of Hawaii with healthy coral reefs, lava formations, and big 

animals – dolphins, whales, sharks, and manta rays!

808-329-7585

dive@jacksdivinglocker.com

www.jacksdivinglocker.com

Dive Oahu
Premier Diving! Daily Boat Charters to shipwrecks and beautiful 

reefs. Minutes from Waikiki! Dive Oahu is a PADI 5 Star Instructor 

Development Center, off ering professional level diving 

instruction. Do your IDC in Hawaii!

808-922-DIVE

DiveOahu.com

Dive Maui
Full service Lahaina dive shop, great deals on Dive Gear, sales and 

rentals, two tank Lanai boat dives from our custom built 37’ RIB 

Hoku located at 1223 Front Street in Lahaina, GoPro Dealer and 

Underwater Camera systems for sale.

808-661-7333 Toll Free 1-866-529-2544

goscubadivemaui.com

facebook.com/HawaiianRaftingAdventures

Seasport Divers
Full service dive shop specializing in SCUBA tours and 

Certifi cation Courses. We are located on the south shore of 

Kauai. We off er 2 dive charters 365 days a year while also 

running seasonal trips to the Forbidden Island of Niihau.

808-742-9303

seasportdivers.com

DON’T 
MISS
THIS

NAVY TUG 
OAHU, HAWAII

Hop aboard Oahu’s only 46’ Handicapped 

Scuba Association approved dive boat and 

experience the rarely visited Navy Tug, 

Nashua. This recently sunk artifi cial reef sits 

in 65’ of crystal clear water off ering frequent 

sightings of sharks, rays, and turtles!

(808) 922-DIVE 

www.DiveOahu.com
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ENCOUNTERS
Isla Guadalupe is 

one of the world’s 

best destinations for 

shark-cage diving.

SHARKS 
OF BAJA 
YOU NEVER KNOW WHAT  

YOU’LL ENCOUNTER

B Y  T R A V I S  M A R S H A L L 

SEA WATCH

A
ny diver looking for serious shark  action 

should set his or her sights  squarely 

on the Eastern Pacific waters around 

 Mexico’s Baja Peninsula. From practically guar-

anteed cage-diving encounters with great whites 

to open-ocean free-for-alls with hammerhead 

and Galapagos sharks, there are few places in the 

world with the same species diversity and sheer 

number of these apex predators.  »
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There are only a handful of hot spots 

where divers can fi nd reliable encoun-

ters with great white sharks, and Isla 

Guadalupe is arguably one of the best. 

This small, uninhabited island south-

west of Ensenada is a mating ground for 

great whites from all over the  Pacifi c. 

That means the sharks come looking 

for partners rather than food, so the 

 encounters are more sedate than in 

Australia or South Africa. 

You might see fewer teeth at 

 Guadalupe, but the clear blue water — 

with visibility topping 100 feet — means 

you’ll see lots of sharks. The diving at 

Guadalupe is done in cages, but not 

the usual kind that fl oat at the surface. 

 Operators lower the cages to around 

30 feet deep, where the sharks spend 

most of their time. There’s no chum 

or feeding allowed, so the encounters 

are  natural, with curious sharks calmly 

cruising by to check out the divers.

Another legendary shark spot in 

western Mexico is the Socorro Islands, 

about 250 miles south of Cabo San 

 Lucas. This remote chain of volcanic 

seamounts is uninhabited by people, but 

underwater, it’s a metropolis of marine 

life. Divers regularly see a wide variety 

of sharks — including hammerheads, 

silky sharks, Galapagos sharks, silver-

tips, whitetips, tigers and even whale 

sharks — and have frequent encoun-

ters with mantas, dolphins, humpback 

whales and much more.

Because of their remote, open-ocean 

location, the Socorros can be visited 

only by liveaboard, and it takes a full 24 

hours to get there from Cabo San Lucas. 

Once you arrive, you’re rewarded with 

pelagic shark action unlike anywhere 

else. Roca Partida, a solitary pinnacle 

rising from the depths, is one of the best 

spots for rare bluewater encounters 

with species like oceanic whitetips.

If you want to do some Eastern 

 Pacifi c shark diving but don’t have the 

time or inclination for a liveaboard 

trip, try the nearshore waters around 

Cabo San  Lucas. Los Cabos is where 

the Sea of Cortez and the Pacifi c Ocean 

 converge, and it’s a uniquely rich marine 

 ecosystem, where divers and  snorkelers 

can potentially encounter blue and 

mako sharks, as well as the occasional 

 hammerhead and whale shark.

Blue beauty: Prionace glauca can be 

found in Cabo San Lucas waters.

F A S T  F A C T S

S P E C I E S

GREAT WHITE, HAMMERHEAD, 

SILKY, GALAPAGOS, TIGER, 

OCEANIC WHITETIP, 

WHALE SHARK 

S H A R K  S I Z E

SIZES RANGE FROM 3-FOOT 

WHITETIPS TO 40-FOOT 

WHALE SHARKS 

M I G R A T I O N  P A T T E R N S

GREAT WHITES TAGGED AT 

GUADALUPE HAVE BEEN 

TRACKED AS FAR AS HAWAII; 

FEMALES SEEM TO VISIT GUA-

DALUPE EVERY TWO YEARS TO 

MATE, BIRTHING THEIR YOUNG 

OFF BAJA IN THE OFF YEARS 
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TO ICE DIVE  
VIA SNOWMOBILE

B Y  S I M O N  A N D  T R A C Y  D O N A L D S O N  A S  T O L D  T O  T E R R Y  W A R D

T
his winter we took our second 

trip to eastern Greenland to go 

ice diving with Northern Explor-

ers. We were based in Tasiilaq; when 

you looked out across the fjord, it was 

totally frozen — perfect virgin snow as 

far as the eye could see, except for a 

few snowmobile tracks and footprints. 

Instead of a boat, we took a snowmo-

bile to the dive sites. Diving in the ice is 

different because it’s a real team effort. 

Everybody has to help carry the proces-

sion of bags and gear. From the edge 

of the fjord, it was about a 20-minute 

walk to the trapped iceberg where we 

dived. But you could get sweaty walking 

out there if you didn’t pace yourself, so 

snowmobile was the way to go. It’s sur-

prisingly similar to riding on the back of 

a motorcycle — except with a very no-

ticeable draft of cold air, of course. And 

you don’t bank into the turns. It took us 

two or three trips on the snowmobiles, 

with sleds on the back, to get all of the 

gear out. Then we’d set up everything 

on a tarp on the snow and prepare to 

dive. We used Inuit tools — long wooden 

poles with metal chisels on the end — 

to cut holes in the ice, and we’d all take 

turns chipping away. When it’s time to 

go in, it’s a strange transition. You sit 

on the edge of the ice, put your fins on, 

and dangle there. Then you drop. You 

need to get in and under pretty quickly 

to minimize freezing on your regulator. 

First you pass through an area where 

you see nothing but ice, then a blurry 

layer where fresh water mixes with salt 

water — a halocline. Then it opens up 

to 150-plus feet of visibility, with white 

and blue ice and all different textures. 

It’s a completely different world, and the 

enormity of the iceberg makes you real-

ize how insignificant you are. And after 

the day’s diving is done, it’s back on the 

 snowmobiles for the quick ride to town.

WHAT IT’S LIKE

LEARN MORE AT  

BARESPORTS.COM/XMISSION

#XMISSION

Purpose-built in partnership with a team 

of cave divers, the X-Mission uses our 

most advanced technical materials and 

construction methods, to meet their 

demanding requirements. The result is the 

perfect drysuit for the technical diver, or for 

the recreational diver who wants the best.

AVAILABLE IN MEN’S + WOMEN’S

COLORS: BLACK AND RED

X-MISSION
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SECRET SPOT

INTO THE DRINK

Driving into the mine, 

the temperature drops 

dramatically as you pass 

wartime hideouts and 

an underground church. 

And then you dive it — in 

54-degree crystal-clear 

water. When the tunnels 

in the Kőbánya, Buda-

pest, limestone mine be-

came partially flooded, 

the place was converted 

into the Kőbánya brew-

ery; the water in the 

flooded mine was so 

clear that it was used to 

make beer. The cellars 

are no longer used, so 

divers repurposed them.

TEXT AND PHOTO BY

JP BRESSER

GO NOW

MOLNÁR JÁNOS CAVE DIVING 

CENTER (MJCAVE.HU/EN)
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1 FOURTH ELEMENT 

ARGONAUT 2.0 HYBRID 

$2,950; fourthelement.com 

The only model in our test to use 

lightweight, breathable Kevlar in its 

construction, the Argonaut combines 

it with a fl ex trilaminate material in 

the bottom half. That hybrid con-

struction creates a suit that’s rugged 

enough to stand up to heavy use but 

stretchy enough to provide a good 

range of motion. The close fi t lim-

its air movement and makes for a 

streamlined profi le underwater. For 

its innovative design and overall per-

formance, the Argonaut 2.0 Hybrid 

was our Testers Choice. 

2 HOLLIS BTR-500 

$1,349.95; hollis.com 

The internal lining of the sharp-

looking BTR-500 has a patented 

coating that maximizes its water-

proofi ng and seam-tape adhesion 

— and makes the suit a breeze to 

slip on and off . There’s no telescop-

ing torso, but the panels of the butyl 

 trilaminate material are all cut on 

the bias to add stretch and fl ex-

ibility. Available with soft or hard 

boots, the suit has an external layer 

of abrasion-resistant nylon ripstop 

for durability. Comfortable,  rugged 

and with the lowest price in our 

test, the BTR-500 was our Best Buy.  

DRYSUITS
W E  T E S T E D  N I N E  S H E L L  D R Y S U I T S 

I N  T H E  J A N / F E B  I S S U E 
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1 SEAC F1S

$129; seacusa.com 

The F1S is long (25 inches 

in medium-large) and 

wide, so we were sur-

prised it weighs just 1½ 

pounds. A blade that com-

bines rigid sections with a 

web of rubbery elastomer 

makes for a strong snap 

with every kick, for satisfy-

ing power without fatigue. 

For its performance, com-

fort and attractive price, 

the F1S was our Best Buy. 

2 SCUBAPRO GO

$79; scubapro.com 

The Go’s name refl ects its 

aim at travel divers, but this 

barefoot fi n proved as handy 

in the water as it is in the 

suitcase. Just 20½ inches 

(size medium-large), it has 

a wide blade set at a steep 

25-degree angle, with deep 

rails and ridges to make the 

Go like a bigger fi n. Handy 

and surprisingly powerful, 

the Go was our Testers 

Choice for barefoot fi ns.

3 TUSA SF0104 

HYFLEX SWITCH

$199; tusa.com 

With its lively blade, the 

HyFlex Switch proved a fast 

but easy kicker. The adjust-

able bungee strap makes 

for a comfortable, stable fi t, 

and the blade unbolts from 

the foot pocket for a travel 

package less than 16 inches 

long. The HyFlex Switch 

was our Testers Choice for 

 open-heel fi ns. 

FINSO U R  T E S T  D I V E R S  R AT E D  1 3  M O D E L S  O F  F I N S  I N  T H E  M AY  I S S U E 
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BCs
W E  T E S T E D  1 3  J A C K E T 

A N D  B A C K - I N F L AT I O N 

B C s  F O R  T H E  J U N E  A N D 

J U LY  I S S U E S 

1 ATOMIC AQUATICS BC1

$1,399.95; atomicaquatics.com

From the waterproof fabric 

and ratcheting tank band to the 

self-sealing zippers and tita-

nium-coated D-rings, the BC1 

is an exercise in design with a 

focus on function rather than 

cost. That compulsive atten-

tion to only-the-best details 

has produced a jacket BC that 

had test divers raving about its 

comfort, stability, control and 

convenience. Taking top scores 

in nearly every category of our 

test, the BC1 was our Testers 

Choice for jacket BCs. 

2 AQUA LUNG OUTLAW 

$389; aqualung.com 

Stripped down to the  essential 

elements of a BC, the  Outlaw’s 

minimalist design off ers few 

frills but delivers what it 

 promises: a comfortable,  stable 

platform so spare, it almost 

feels like you’re not wearing a 

BC. The modular design and 

purpose-made quick connec-

tors let you swap components 

— adding or subtracting inte-

grated or trim weights, 12- or 

25-pound air cell and 27 diff er-

ent size confi gurations. With 

the precisely distilled essence 

of what we want in a back- 

infl ation BC, the Outlaw was 

our Testers Choice.
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3 MARES BOLT SLS 

$450; mares.com 

The Bolt is designed to do a lot 

of things — enough lift for any 

job, able to handle single or 

double tanks, compact enough 

to travel — and manages to do 

them all very well. The harness 

(full back plate, cummerbund, 

swiveling shoulder straps) is 

stable and comfortable with-

out being restrictive, and the 

new Slide & Lock weight sys-

tem makes loading easy and 

displays a green indicator when 

secured. Capable and versatile, 

the Bolt SLS is our Best Buy for 

back-infl ation BCs. 

4 TUSA BC0102 

SOVERIN-ALPHA 

$499; tusa.com

A clever harness system, with 

a great range of  adjustability, 

and soft and fi rm areas located 

in just the spots for stable, 

easy-fi tting support, helped the 

Soverin-Alpha earn a  top score 

for comfort among jackets. The 

integrated-weight pockets are 

a cinch to load and ditch, and 

the cargo pockets are roomy 

enough to be useful. Despite 

lots of comfy cushioning, we 

measured zero inherent buoy-

ancy. Comfortable and  stable, 

the Soverin-Alpha was our Best 

Buy for jacket BCs.
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REGS
W E  T E S T E D  2 0  N E W  R E G S 

I N  T H R E E  P R I C E  R A N G E S 

I N  T H E  A U G U S T  I S S U E 

1 AQUA LUNG 

CALYPSO

$299; aqualung.com 

The name has been a 

standard for decades, 

but this latest version 

of the Calypso is new 

inside and out. The sec-

ond stage now sports 

a soft diaphragm cover 

with a much more mod-

ern look, and has an 

all-new Venturi control 

and internal  mechanism. 

There’s also been a 

boost in performance, 

tying top scores on the 

breathing simulator in 

its category, and for 

ease of breathing and 

dry operation in swim 

position. The Calypso is 

our Testers Choice for 

regs under $400. 

2 CRESSI AC-10V 

MASTER CROMO 

$449; cressiusa.com

From its rotating fi rst 

stage with fi ve LP ports 

to the brushed-titanium 

faceplate on the  second 

stage, the Master Cromo 

looks pricier than it is, 

and it performs the 

same way. On the sim-

ulator, it took excellent 

scores at all test depths 

and breathing rates — 

the least-expensive reg 

in our test to do so — 

and followed that up by 

tying top scores from 

test divers for ease of 

breathing. For impres-

sive performance at a 

below-average price, 

the Master Cromo is our 

Best Buy for regs priced 

from $400 to $600. 

3 OCEANIC DELTA 5 

$499.95; 

 oceanicworldwide.com  

This sleek new version 

of the Delta (in white or 

black) proved to be as 

easy on the breathing 

machine as it is on the 

eyes. On the simulator, 

it took excellent scores 

across all test depths 

and breathing rates. 

Test divers praised its 

dry, easy operation, 

its precise breathing 

adjustment and its pre-

dictable purge. Selected 

the favorite in its class 

by more divers than 

any other reg, the Delta 

5 is our Testers Choice 

for regs in the $400 to 

$600 category. 

4 BEUCHAT V FIRST

$205.85; beuchat-diving.com 

Sometimes less can 

be more. Weighing just 

5 ounces, the V First’s 

second stage is one 

of the smallest we’ve 

tested, and its price 

was the lowest in our 

test group. But the little 

V First showed it could 

punch above its weight 

class, taking good and 

very good scores on 

the breathing simulator, 

and being selected as 

a favorite in its class by 

multiple test divers. The 

V First was our Best Buy 

for regs under $400.

5 SCUBAPRO MK25 

EVO/S620 TI

$819; scubapro.com 

We expected a lot from 

this reg; with the proven 

MK25 EVO fi rst stage 

paired with the all-new 

S620 TI second stage, 

it delivered. It took 

excellent breathing- 

simulator scores across 

the board, and was still 

churning out very good 

performance scores 

beyond 300 feet. Test 

divers awarded it the 

top scores for ease of 

breathing in swim posi-

tion and dry operation, 

even when face-up. 

The top favorite of test 

divers in its class, the 

MK25 EVO/S620Ti is our 

 Testers Choice for regs 

priced over $600. 
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1 MARES QUAD 

$400; mares.com 

Mares says the Quad displays 

“jumbo-size information,” and 

they’re not kidding. The larg-

est data characters on the big 

rectangular screen are a full 

half-inch tall. Those big char-

acters, and the uncluttered, 

well-organized data dis-

play, means there’s no need 

for squinting or wondering 

what the Quad is telling you. 

As easy to operate as it is to 

read — thanks to a four-button 

interface with clear  functions 

— the Quad is our Testers 

Choice for wrist computers.

2 OCEANIC PROPLUS X

$1,449.95; oceanicworldwide.com 

The color screen of this new 

fl agship ProPlus console might 

get the attention, but it’s just 

one of the many new  features 

(Bluetooth, four-button navi-

gation, four-gas capability) 

that make the ProPlus X so 

easy to read, understand 

and operate. Above all, div-

ers appreciated the clear 

data  presentation and thor-

oughly intuitive operation. With 

a display and interface rated 

excellent by test divers, the 

ProPlus X is our Testers Choice 

for console computers.

3 SHEARWATER 

PERDIX AI

$1,199; shearwater.com 

The air integration is new, but 

the Perdix itself still has all 

the qualities that made it a 

past winner. The data-packed 

color display is customizable 

and easy to read. And with an 

operation that’s easier to set 

and understand than some 

computers with only the most 

basic functions, the Perdix 

AI earned an excellent score 

from test divers for ease of 

menu navigation. The Per-

dix AI is our Testers Choice for 

 air-integrated wrist computers.

4 AQUA LUNG I200

$349; aqualung.com

Though its watch-size screen 

is only 1¼ inches in  diameter, 

the i200 is easy to read 

because of its bold characters 

and clean layout; test divers 

rated it very good for ease of 

reading both underwater and 

at the surface. The four- button 

control makes quick work of 

settings and adjustments, 

from the programmable safety 

stop to nitrox mixes. Easy to 

use and understand, with a 

nice selection of useful fea-

tures at a modest price, the 

i200 is our Best Buy.

COMPUTERS
W E  T E S T E D  1 1 

C O N S O L E ,  W R I S T  A N D 

A I R - I N T E G R AT E D 

C O M P U T E R S  I N  T H E 

S E P T / O C T  I S S U E 
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WHY GO DEEP? BECAUSE — FOR THOSE WITH THE RIGHT SKILLS AND TRAINING — 

THE REWARDS FOR PUSHING TO RECREATIONAL LIMITS AND BEYOND INCLUDE SIGHTS AND 

SENSATIONS THE AVERAGE DIVER WILL NEVER KNOW

TRAVEL ROUNDUP
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Tree branches greet 

divers 120 feet 

down in the Pit.
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A diver maneuvers through the stern section  

of the Southwold at a depth of 197 feet.



t’s a thought that comes to 

all of us. Peering down a 

sheer wall or oil rig into 

the blue-black abyss, or 

listening to someone else’s 

account of a wreck that’s 

deeper than any we’ve 

done, the curiosity comes 

flooding in. Who doesn’t 

wonder what lies below — and what we’re 

missing? But with greater depth comes 

greater responsibility — you’ll need the 

appropriate training, gear, dive plan and 

mindset to go deeper. But once you’ve set 

the goal, you’ll open yourself to what’s 

possible in the last frontier on Earth.

1
HMS Southwold 
M A LTA

“It looks like it went down 

fighting,” says Alan White-

head, owner of TechWise 

Malta, of the Type II Hunt-

class destroyer downed 

 after hitting a mine. Its 

mission had been to  assist 

a sinking merchant ship 

off the Mediterranean 

 island in 1942. Now the 

Southwold lies more than 

200 feet down, broken in 

two. Both halves remain 

intact, separated by some 

900 feet of sand. The shal-

lower stern is in roughly 

220 feet of water, the bow 

between 230 and 246 feet.

Its resting grounds resem-

ble a battlefield, with “guns 

and shells and depth charges 

— like big oil drums — every-

where,” says Whitehead. 

Unlike many  historical 

wrecks, this World War II 

casualty’s nameplate 

 remains in place. So too 

do its 4-inch guns, still 

aimed skyward.

“It’s a bit messy around 

the ship and inside — it’s 

been down 70 years,” 

says Whitehead.

Even  without penetrat-

ing, divers on doubles or 

 rebreather can peer inside 

hatches on the bow and 

stern at machinery within. 

Beyond the metal and 

guts, the ship’s  overhangs 

and crevices shelter 

 legions of dusky  grouper. 

And, several times a year, 

mola mola show up to 

feed on deepwater squid 

and  jellyfish.

For any diver trained to 

reach beyond 200 feet, it’s 

well worth the gas fills.

 “As parts continue 

breaking away, it’s only 

 getting more interesting as 

more inside is revealed,” 

Whitehead says.

I
ROLLING IN 
THE DEEP
Crave more? These eight 

sites are out of reach 

for rec divers and will 

test your  tec-diving 

skills — and mettle.   

CORDELL BANK NATIONAL 

MARINE SANCTUARY

All visitors need a per-

mit to experience this 

lush, colorful offshore 

environment north of 

Point Reyes,  California, 

where the bottom and 

its collection of in-

vertebrate-covered 

rocky outcrops rang-

es between 130 and 

200 feet. The nonprofit 

known as the Bay Area 

 Underwater Explorers, 

or BAUE, holds such a 

permit, bringing back 

reports that this area 

is thriving with life — 

 “absolutely stunning.”

RONALD B. JOHNSON 

VIETNAM VETERANS REEF

The placement of this 

226-foot freighter off 

Pompano Beach, Flori-

da, is so bizarre that no 

artificial-reef program 

could have planned it. 

It sank perpendicular-

ly on top of a second 

wreck, the 130-foot 

dredge boat Corey N. 

Chris, lying in the sand 

at 270 feet. Perhaps 

most unusual is the ex-

perience of swimming 

underneath the RBJ and 

hearing it creak over-

head in the currents.

DEPTH RANGE

SKILLS

Wreck penetration, 
doubles (tanks), 

rebreather

WATER TEMP

39° to 65°  

220+ ft. 
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SHOTAN MARU

This 285-foot  cargo 

steam ship, part of 

the Truk Lagoon fleet, 

sits at 180 feet at its 

deepest point. Inside, 

the wreck stands as 

a museum to the ne-

cessities of war, still 

 containing ammunition, 

fuel drums, and beer 

and ink bottles. If those 

items don’t tell enough 

of a story, try staring 

down the gun still on 

the stern deck.

NORNESS

Off Rhode Island in the 

neighborhood of the 

SS Andrea Doria lies 

Norness, a  489-foot 

tanker lying on the 

 bottom at 275 feet — 

25 feet deeper than the 

more-famous ship. The 

biggest highlight is that 

it’s doable as a day trip 

from Montauk, New 

York, whereas  Andrea 

Doria is far enough 

out that it requires an 

 overnight on-site. Of the 

Norness, only the stern 

has been located, but 

that section alone is far 

less collapsed than the 

Andrea Doria.

2
Northern Light 
K E Y  L A RG O,  U S A

SKILLS Hot drop,  
negative entry, drift, 
deco stops

WATER TEMP 70° 

140 to 
180 ft. 

“The Northern Light is why 

I got into diving,” says Jeff 

Knapp, head instructor at 

Horizon Divers, a Key 

Largo-based scuba center 

and technical-diving 

training school. “I’ve always 

wanted to see the things 

that a lot of people will 

never get to see.”

The 300-foot Great 

Lakes freighter, now at 

180 feet, is one such wreck. 

It’s 45 feet deeper than 

the much-hyped nearby 

 Spiegel Grove, which sits in 

sand at 135 feet, just past 

 recreational limits.

The freighter’s depth 

alone limits the number 

of visiting divers, which 

Knapp estimates to be 

100 annually.

Then there’s the added 

challenge of the hot drop 

— divers must descend 

with negative  buoyancy 

to drift onto the wreck 

quickly, fast enough to 

avoid being swept away by 

 unpredictable currents.

 “A wreck that deep can 

have a current that’s doing 

something very different 

from what’s happening at 

the surface,” says Knapp.

But landing on the  target 

is the start of a tour that 

includes a rudder jutting 

straight up to 140 feet, 

then the windlass and a 

growth-covered bow.

 “The depth of  Northern 

Light gets your blood 

pumping,” Knapp says. 

“Add the hot drop and the 

drift deco, toss in the bull 

and reef sharks, the darker 

ambience and colder water 

of a deeper wreck, and you 

have an experience that’s 

completely different from 

what recreational divers 

know. You can’t help but feel 

special when you dive it.” 

3
Eureka and 
Elly Oil Rigs
L O S  A N G E L E S ,  U S A

The sponges, crabs and host 

of colorful life anchored 

to the Eureka and Elly oil 

rigs, 8½ miles from the 

palm-tree-studded shores 

of Los Angeles, aren’t thick 

and lush until depths past 

60 feet. In shallower, sun-

drenched depths, sponges 

balloon to such great sur-

face area that they are sub-

jected to far more waves 

and swells, a liability to 

these working structures. 

Their management compa-

nies must regularly employ 

pressure washers, says Jim 

Smith of Ventura Dive and 

Sport, “to protect the sta-

bility of the oil rig itself.”

But drop down to 100 

feet and lower, and there’s 

“life on top of life on top 

of life,” says underwater 

 photographer Joe Platko. 

Invertebrates like 

strawberry anemones,  

bright-yellow sponges, 

 giant white-plumed metrid-

ium anemones, ochre sea 

stars and purple urchins 

have taken over, blooming 

like fields of wildflowers, 

and supporting swarms of 

baitfish such as anchovies. 

Moving up the food 

chain, these rigs also at-

tract crimson  sheepshead, 
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DEPTH RANGE

100 feet and be-
low, with Eureka 

reaching the sand 
at 720 feet, and 
Elly at 260 feet

SKILLS

Overhead 
 environment, 

currents

WATER TEMP

50° to 64° 

100 to 
720 ft. 

A bouquet of straw-

berry anemones 

(Corynactis californi-

ca) blankets one of 

the steel girders 

on the Eureka oil rig.
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 orange garibaldi and 

 blacksmiths as well as sea 

lions and mola mola. “Any-

thing swimming through 

the area will be attracted 

to these oases,” Platko says.  

The structures also act 

as jungle gyms for divers, 

 allowing them to swim up 

and around supports that 

buzz with life, literally.

“The rig is humming 

 because people are working 

on it,” says Platko. “You’re 

vibrating in the water 

alongside all these animals.”

4
The Pit 
P L AYA  D E L  C A R M E N, 

M E X I C O

Ask Gustavo Padilla, 

cave-diving instructor for 

Pro Dive  International, 

what’s exciting to see 

100 feet down in the Pit, a 

cenote an hour’s drive south 

of Playa del Carmen, and 

the answer might surprise 

you: “Not a lot.”

That’s because things 

don’t get good until 

300 feet, just beyond the 

entrance to the Wakulla 

room at 289 feet.

 “It’s a milestone for 

many tec divers to even 

 enter,” says Padilla of 

the space. 

A narrow passage 

leads the way — and then 

 everything opens up. The 

Wakulla room is massive. 

 Regardless of which light 

you bring, it can’t illumi-

nate enough real estate to 

get a sense of how epic the 

room is. Stalactites adorn 

the ceiling, and the floor is a 

series of rock hills and boul-

ders the size of buses. Deep-

er still, at roughly 400 feet, 

the cave is famous for con-

taining saber-toothed-tiger 

bones and human remains.

The other stop-you-in-

your-fins moment  happens 

when divers return to 

120 feet, where a hydrogen 

 sulfide band creates a milky 

divide. Here, a tree juts 

from the white haze.

DEPTH RANGE

SKILLS

Intro to Cave Diver 
to dive the main 

line; to traverse or 
see the whole cave, 

you would need 
Trimix and Full 

Cave Diver

WATER TEMP

68° 

120 to 
400 ft. 
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USS AARON WARD

Thanks to its depth at 

230 feet to the sand — 

out of reach of most 

looters — this 348-foot 

destroyer is one of the 

best-preserved rem-

nants of the Solomon 

Islands’ involvement 

in World War II. Find it 

north of  Guadalcanal 

just off the Florida 

 Islands; its cannons, 

torpedoes and screws 

still remain.

USS MONITOR

Timing — aka waiting 

for the perfect Atlantic 

Ocean conditions — is 

the biggest hurdle in 

reaching this 173-foot 

iron-hulled  steamship 

found 240 feet deep off 

Cape Hatteras, North 

Carolina. It sunk in  Civil 

War-torn 1862, along 

with 16 crew members. 

In 1973, more than 

100 years later, the ship 

was located by a team 

of scientists. The site is 

the nation’s first marine 

sanctuary (designated 

in 1975); it is  accessible 

to those with a  permit, 

including Capt. J.T. 

Barker with the vessel 

Under Pressure.

“It feels like you’re flying 

over the trees and a cloud as 

you swim above this  layer,” 

says Padilla. 

At this depth, when div-

ers glance back toward the 

cave’s entrance, they can 

appreciate the show cre-

ated by beams of sunlight 

streaming through and 

 hitting that sulfur layer.

 “When it’s summer and 

it’s sunny, it goes from 

a  really good dive to an 

 unforgettable experience,” 

Padilla says. 

5
Lighthouse  
Point Reef
G R A N D  C AY M A N,  

C AY M A N  I S L A N D S

 SKILLS Nitrox, 
 rebreather or trimix; 
no current, DPV diving

 WATER TEMP 70s+

140 to 
180 ft. 

There’s a reason Grand 

Cayman continually tops 

tec divers’ destination lists: 

Few other places on the 

planet offer 4,000 feet of 

underwater vertical that’s 

a “10-minute leisurely 

swim from shore,” says 

Jo Mikutowicz, owner of 

the on-island scuba 

 center Divetech.

Granted, even divers on 

rebreather and other tec 

setups aren’t pushing down 

a mile below the surface 

to reach the true bottom. 

Most target the 100-foot 

mark of the wall, known 

 locally as the sponge belt.

 “This is where you 

start to see dozens of 

 sponges bigger than I am,” 

says  Mikutowicz. 

Around this range,  divers 

also will encounter a  series 

of pinnacles starting at 

95 feet and continuing to 

sprout from the depths at 

140 and 150 feet.

Here, not only are the 

porifera prolific, but en-

counters with wildlife may 

also differ from typical.

“First I see the  silhouette 

out in the blue, and they 

slowly, slowly get  closer. 

Hammerheads are very 

curious and will come 

in close, but not in an 

 aggressive way.  Several 

times I’ve watched as 

a hammerhead shark 

nosed up within 2 feet of 

me,” says  Mikutowicz. 

Not   surprisingly, it’s 

 happened when she was on 

 rebreather. “But it’s also 

happened on open-circuit 

scuba,” she says. 

Which is perhaps not all 

that unusual given that ani-

mals terrestrial and aquatic 

alter their routes when dis-

turbed by throngs of traffic. 

And here along this deep 

stretch of wall off Light-

house Point Reef, there’s 

no reason for them to di-

vert course. Crowds are 

never an issue.

Part of the excitement of the Pit 

comes from dropping deep into 

the Wakulla room, the colossal 

gut of the cenote.
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M/V BIANCA C

The Andrea Doria of the 

Caribbean, this  600-foot 

former  passenger 

 liner off the  island of 

 Grenada lies in 165 feet 

of water. The ship is a 

treat for most metal-

heads because it’s 

in warm water with 

100 feet of visibility as a 

norm. The biggest high-

light for some is taking 

a “dip” in the lido-deck 

swimming pool. 

CHESTER A. CONGDON

This 532-foot bulk steel 

freighter met its fate in 

1918, sailing to the bot-

tom of Lake Superior 

near Isle Royale. Now, 

tipped on its side, the 

ship lies at 210 feet at 

its deepest point. The 

ship is intact, from the 

bow to the pilothouse to 

the stern, with details 

such as a wheelbarrow 

in the boiler room, and 

the engine controls.

6
CJ’s Drop-Off
U T I L A ,  H O N D U R A S

 SKILLS Trimix,  
rebreather, cavern, deco

 WATER TEMP 78° to 84°

250 to 
300 ft. 

“It’s how I imagine the 

moon to be,” says Andy 

Phillips, director of 

professional training at 

 Utila Dive Center, of CJ’s 

Drop-Off, found along 

the north side of the 

 Honduran island. 

Most recreational  divers 

visiting for a week drop 

in on the spot but don’t 

pass 130 feet. They expe-

rience the weightlessness 

of the astronaut life, but 

they miss out on the scen-

ery that  completes the 

 otherworldly experience.

The site is a sheer wall 

— “like the north face of a 

cliff,” says Phillips.  Divers 

on trimix or  rebreather 

can, at 250 feet, enter a 

 cavern formed during the 

Ice Age when this stretch of 

 reefscape was dry enough 

to allow a 9-foot-long 

 stalactite to form.

Those plummeting 

 farther, to 300 feet and 

 beyond, find fields of big 

sand craters. At their edge 

lies another wall.

“You become very 

 conscious of every breath as 

you look down, and it drops 

and drops,” Phillips says.

Then it’s time to come 

up. Unlike dive sites where 

the ride up is nothing but 

blue water, here divers 

can  enjoy the reef while 

 decompressing.

Says Phillips, “Ascending 

is like transitioning from 

black-and-white TV to col-

or as the light comes back.”

7
B-29 Super- 
fortress 
L A K E  M E A D,  U S A

Storms, erosion and  rising 

ocean levels have, with 

time, altered the depths of 

many wrecks, making them 

deeper targets.

Not so with the Boeing 

B-29 Superfortress, which 

crashed in the Overton Arm 

area of Lake Mead, Arizona, 

in 1948.

When Dave Conlin, 

chief archaeologist for the 

 National Park Service’s  

Submerged Resources 

 Center, first dived the plane 

more than a decade ago, 

he found it at a depth of 

around 200 feet.

But with the  Colorado 

River — a government- 

controlled, dammed 

source — feeding the lake, 

the  water level has gotten 

 shallower every year as the 

flow is siphoned off.

Now the plane sits at a 

depth of 115 feet, making it 

more accessible.  Visitors 

must go with a licensed 

guide, such as Joel Silver-

stein with Tech Diving Lim-

ited. They’ll find a four-en-

gine propeller plane — the 

same model as the one that 

bombed Hiroshima and 

 Nagasaki, Japan, in WWII. 

Its propellers had been 

 running at the moment of 

impact, bending the blades 

at right angles. But that 

seems to be the biggest 

damage incurred; the rest 

of the vessel, spanning 140 

feet across, remains intact.

Says Conlin: “The tail 

is taller than a two-story 

building. To swim around 

this plane is awe-inspiring 

— it towers over you.”

DEPTH RANGE

SKILLS

Cold-water diving

WATER TEMP

50° to 64° 

115 to 
200 ft. 
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A tec diver explores the cockpit of Lake Mead’s  

B-29, largely intact since it crashed in 1948.



D E S T I N AT I O N 

UNKNOWN

B Y  B R O O K E  M O R T O N  �  I L L U S T R A T I O N S  B Y  T H E R E S A  G R I E B E N

It’s just aft er 11 a.m. on the third day of this explor-

atory trip along the Zapata Peninsula of Cuba’s 

southern coast. Four divers — Wayne Brown, his 

friends Bryan Hatch and Mike Sutton, and Capt. 

Jay Roberts — can’t suppress their chuckling as 

guide Noel Lopez attempts another predive brief-

ing. Lopez’s shoulders fi nd his ears as he says we 

might fi nd grouper. Maybe stingrays. Lopez has 

decades of experience in Cuban diving, but he has 

never set fi n at the site we’re about to drop into. 

WHAT’S IT LIKE TO DISCOVER A DIVE SITE? CUBA’S ZAPATA 

PENINSULA SEEMS LIKE A GOOD PLACE TO FIND OUT.

A
ADVANCED 

ADVENTURE
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That’s the thing about diving into the 

unknown. There’s no way to prepare 

divers for what they’re going to see if 

you’ve never seen it.

What Lopez does know for sure is what he’s gath-

ered from local fi shermen. They call this spot sim-

ply the Blue Hole. They told Lopez that they’d no-

ticed unusually large schools of mutton snapper 

appearing from this area, an endless underwater 

grassy plain, just 10, maybe 12 feet deep. Mutton 

snapper typically prefer depths of 80 feet and be-

yond. It didn’t add up — that is, until they donned 

snorkels and masks, and found a hole.  

According to the fi shermen, that hole bottoms 

out at 60 feet, but perhaps that’s just as far as they 

could get. That’s not much of a blue hole  compared 

with, say, Dean’s Blue Hole in the Bahamas, at 

663 feet, or even the beloved natural-wonder child 

of Belize, an impressive 354 feet.

But the thought of being the fi rst divers inside 

has us excited. Just after Lopez asks if there are 

any questions — laughter, again — we hop into the 

 panga and speed toward this nameless destination.

At fi rst, we linger at the edges. Schools of  mutton 

snapper and French grunts fl ow away from us in 

waves as we near them, only to gather again at the 

bowl’s opposite edge. Then we spy an overhang at 

30 feet. Underneath, only blackness.

Then a fl utter of freediving fi ns fl ashes by. The fi ns 

belong to Irain Abrou Martinez, the young buck of 

our liveaboard staff . Three kicks and he disappears.

Roberts doesn’t skip a beat following Martinez in. 

And because Roberts is my buddy, I don’t hesitate 

either. After all, this is why we’ve come. Even before 

we fi n down this particular rabbit hole, we’ve come 

farther than the fi shermen, the only ones who’ve 

laid eyes on this wonder. And this site is just part of 

the promise of unexplored Cuba, a place off -limits 

to Americans until the Obama administration loos-

ened sanctions. When U.S.-based airlines started 

jetting to Havana, Americans buzzed with excite-

ment to see what lies on this island just 90 miles 

from Key West, Florida, yet worlds away.

PURE POTENTIAL

In truth, Cuba’s reefs are not entirely new to 

A merican divers. A Cuban- and Italian-owned live-

aboard company has operated for years in the Gar-

dens of the Queen — an 840-square-mile archipelago 

and national park known for reefs thriving with silky 

and Caribbean reef sharks — and in recent years has 

hosted U.S. Treasury Dept.-approved trips for Amer-

icans. Nearly two decades ago, an American live-

aboard company operated a boat in Cuba that lasted 

a year, but complications from the embargo — name-
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ly fi nes penalizing travelers returning via the Baha-

mas — proved too diffi  cult for most Americans. The Za-

pata Peninsula, on the western half of Cuba’s southern 

coast, remained one big question mark. 

On our one night together in Havana before  heading 

to sea, Brown spoke about the excitement of explor-

ing this region. A board member for Oceans for Youth, 

a nonprofi t that helps raise conservation awareness 

in U.S. schools and also operates approved trips to the 

Gardens of the Queen, Brown was eager to expand 

Oceans for Youth’s partnership with Cuba, to help pro-

tect its underwater treasures in places like Zapata.

The partners he works with in Cuba had all shared 

promising reports of Zapata. Rumors of blue holes and 

massive schools enticed Brown, as had the fact that this 

area is a protected national park — and close to Havana, 

making for a shorter trip for North American travelers. 

“The diving could be crap, but I don’t think that’s the 

case,” he says, sipping a 10-year aged rum. “The fi sher-

men don’t really know what they have here. Zapata is 

all about potential at this point. Nobody really knows.”

 The fact that few have seen Zapata is confi rmed for 

us in three days of cruising, during which we see just 

one other vessel, a private sailboat anchored off  a small 

island. We’re alone out here, which heightens the thrill 

of moments like entering the chasm in the blue hole.

Roberts keeps his camera running, his strobes  

 illuminating the walls. The opening stretches 

300 feet across and bottoms out at 115 feet or so — 

a cave. And yet, instead of stillness, the water pulls 

at us,  attempting to send us back out the narrow 

 passageway through which we entered.

Suddenly there’s movement underfi n. A pair of 

nurse sharks, startled by our presence, attempts to 

fl ee, but they struggle, smacking against the cave 

walls, blinded by Roberts’ video lights.

We keep swimming, but then I nearly bump into 

Lopez. He’s pointing, and it takes me a minute to 

 realize he’s gesturing toward the exit. Time to call it.

Just as I decide this, a force of water grips me, and I 

slip through the passageway as if it were a waterslide. 

In seconds, I’m out, back in sun-dappled waters.

THE RICHES OF CUBA

Over lunch, we debrief. Lopez admits he’d been wor-

ried that we could have been pulled farther inside the 

cave. At the bottom of the room, far deeper 

than any of us had swum, courses an un-

derground river — of fresh water. 

“The tides were pulling at that river, 

which was already fl owing. And with the 

tide going out, it draws the water out of 

the room,” says Lopez. “That area had 

been squeezed, trying to move a large 

amount of water through that small open-

ing. Had the passageway been twice as 

wide, we’d have felt half that current. And 

at slack tide, perhaps you feel nothing.”

Lopez goes on to explain that the river’s 

source is likely on the mainland, perhaps 

50 feet above sea level, perhaps from a 

pond on the island. But that would take an 

exploratory trip of another type to locate.

Dry land isn’t our focus, although we 

do take time to walk the beach of a sand-

bar island that exists only during low 

tide. Lopez also shows us to an island that 

once served as holiday-making grounds 

for a large Communist Party celebration. 

It sounds like an oxymoron — drab-clad 

leaders enjoying, or perhaps not enjoy-

ing, a white-sand beach fl anked by pines. 

At the edge of the beach, we fi nd a 6-foot 

bust of German Communist leader Ernst 

Thalmann toppled in the sand. 

As we motor back to our liveaboard, I 

wonder if that last island is a microcosm 

of Cuban tourism. This island country is 

resplendent in its tropical wilderness, un-

touched by Western hand for half a centu-

ry or more. And yet, the watchful eye of Communism is 

ever-present — to what extent, nobody knows. 

But perhaps the reach of Communism here is 

 somewhat stilled in the sand — which might open 

the door to more scuba shops in Cuba in the next fi ve 

years. As it stands, not a single PADI dive center exists 

in this country. But it’s likely they will.

Earlier in the week, we had dived walls that  rivaled 

those of Belize, with 100 feet of visibility and  sponges 

as big as wheelbarrows, tipping toward the abyss. The 

waters here are thick with cubera snapper, rainbow 

parrotfi sh, schoolmasters, lobsters large enough to 

WHAT IT TAKES  Cuba isn’t yet open to vacationing Americans. U.S. citizens must state the reason they are traveling — and 

checking out coral reefs is not an approved reason. Only 12 “provisions” are acceptable, encompassing education and human-

itarian work, with “people-to-people exchanges” being the most common. Through that allowance, American divers can le-

gally travel to Cuba with Oceans for Youth’s educational outreach programs (oceansforyouth.org; Zapata trips begin in March 

2018), where, for example, divers learn about the latest reef studies from senior advisers to the Cuban Ministry of Fisheries 

as part of their trip. Divers traveling on their own can make individual arrangements — unoffi  cially, many Americans jetting to 

Cuba for the weekend are doing little more than enjoying beaches, rum and nightlife — just know that your Cuba travel papers 

are kept on fi le with the American government, and violators still can be subject to heavy fi nes.
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feed a family, and yellowtail tunas that buzz  within 

inches of me. Cuba’s underwater communities 

couldn’t be more prosperous.

A DIP IN CASTRO’S POOL

The morning of our last day, Lopez unveils one more 

surprise. Since yesterday evening, we’ve been  making 

our way back to the Bay of Pigs, the starting point of our 

trip. But fi rst we’re stopping near Cayo Piedra, also 

known as Fidel Castro’s island. The former dictator 

claimed the spot for himself soon after the failed 1961 

U.S. invasion. It’s prime real estate 10 miles from the 

mainland — far enough to detect any action and alert 

land-based troops. Ecologically, it’s also  ideal,  sitting 

at the tip of a triangle-shaped shelf jutting southeast 

from the Zapata swamp. The island marks the spot 

where two channels — the Bay of Pigs and the Golfo 

de Cazones — merge. It’s known as a spawning site, 

 off ering both shallow reefs and depths up to 761 feet. 

Up until Castro’s death, the area enjoyed the same level 

of protection as a marine park. 

We drop into little current. Now we have to choose 

which way. Half the group reads the site and chooses 

left; the other half heads right. I see ledges and caves 

to the left. My decision is made. 

It couldn’t be a more scenic dive, with wire corals 

and sea fans framing rainbow parrotfi sh and schools 

of snapper and schoolmasters. It’s a great end to the 

trip — or so I think until happy hour. 

As the sun sets the fuchsia sky ablaze, we raise 

glasses to this epic trip. Then we start comparing 

notes on the last dive. Brown is the last to open up. 

“Did you guys see those pinnacles? They were just 

covered in sea fans and sponges. That should have 

been the beginning of the dive.”

Turns out, none of us saw what Brown did. Lopez 

wasn’t even aware the site had pinnacles. 

We’re all silent for a few moments, taking in the 

thought of what Brown saw.

Hatch breaks the silence. “How many truly 

 unexplored places are there in the world? How many 

places can you say that you’ve been the only one? 

We’ve been really lucky.”

We murmur and nod as the day’s last light fades.

A wicked grin spreads across Hatch’s face. “Really, 

that’s astronaut-level shit.”
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KEEP CALM
AND KEEP 
DIVING
HOW TO RECOGNIZE, MANAGE AND 
SURVIVE PANIC UNDERWATER
BY ERIC MICHAEL

I
t can happen in an instant. 

 Something feels wrong. A sense of 

uneasiness spikes into full-blown fear. 

Quick, shallow breathing. Machine-gun  

pulse. Scrambled judgment. 

Panic can strike any diver, no  matter 

their training or experience. But there 

are ways to prevent and  manage this 

sudden, uncontrolled attack of anxiety 

that can easily lead to death.

“Generally, panic occurs when 

somebody is not prepared to  conduct 

the dive that they are on,” says 

 underwater explorer and technical 

 instructor Jill Heinerth. “Prior to a 

dive, I ask myself the question, ‘What 

could possibly go wrong on this dive?’ 

Then I mentally walk through each 

scenario in my mind. Then I can enter 

the water prepared to solve any issue 

ahead without stress.” 

 “All instructors have witnessed 

more panic and assisted more  divers 

past it than we care to  remember,” 

says Kell Levendorf, dive  accident 

 investigator for Dive & Marine 

 Consultants International. “Learn 

the warning signs. Take a rescue- diver 

course. And train until your skill set 

allows you to assist if possible — or 

 defend and escape if necessary.”

 “The main thing a diver needs to 

learn is to recognize stress, because 

stress, if not controlled, leads to panic, 

and panic generally leads to death,” 

says Edd Sorenson of Cave Adven-

turers in Marianna, Florida, a cave 

and rebreather instructor who also is 

a cave search-and-rescue expert. “I 

teach my students to recognize stress 

in their dive buddy first, because once 

stress turns to panic, it’s too late.”

PREVENT THE TRIGGERS

There are many stress factors in 

 diving that can lead to panic. By 

 understanding the precursors and 

taking steps to avoid or mitigate them, 

divers can greatly reduce risk. 

“In most cases, divers panic when 

they are in a situation that’s beyond 

their experience or training level, or 

become complacent and stop  paying 

attention,” says Sorenson. “The three 

/

 DIVE HACKS

I N S T R U C T I O N A L  T I P S  T O  I M P R O V E  Y O U R  S A F E T Y,  S K I L L S  A N D  B O T T O M  T I M E

DIVE HACKS Be 
prepared to handle 
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Out of breath and over-
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dies while lobster 
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most common stress precursors are 

time, gas and distance. And it’s typi-

cally a domino effect. Something goes 

wrong, and if it’s not controlled, you 

start to get perceptual narrowing, 

and the next domino is going to fall 

and then the next. If you can’t stop it, 

they’re all going to fall.”

“Task loading, along with 

 environmental factors such as cur-

rent, visibility and marine life, are 

common triggers for panic,” Leven-

dorf says. “Others include failure to 

purge the second stage of water and 

inhaling it, loss of direction due to 

 reduced visibility, and getting lost or 

separated from your buddy.” 

“Divers should perfect buoyancy 

skills and ensure they are not over-

weighted, because things are much 

easier to deal with when you find your 

buoyancy and trim first,” Heinerth 

says. “You’ll be unlikely to escalate a 

dangerous situation if you have good 

buoyancy, situational awareness and a 

frank understanding of your skills and 

limits. Self-sufficiency is critical.”

READ THE SIGNS

Victims of stress often show common 

visual cues that can be easily read by 

other divers.

“Pay attention to what your dive 

partner looks like, so you’ll notice 

when their buoyancy, trim or breath-

ing frequency starts to deteriorate,” 

says Sorenson. “When their breath-

ing becomes more erratic or more 

 frequent, you’ve got a diver going into 

stress. In an overhead or deep envi-

ronment where it’s dark, failure to re-

spond to light signals is another sign.” 

“The eyes are both the windows to 

the soul and the overriding clue that 

panic is imminent,”  Levendorf says. 

“Eyes that are wide and  unseeing, 

 followed by the inability or  refusal 

to perform even the simplest task,  

are strong indicators that a diver 

is  panicking.”

TAKE A POSITION OF POWER 

To assist a panicking diver,  other 

 divers should resist the urge to move 

in quickly. A simple protective proto-

col can prevent injury to the diver, as 

well as the would-be rescuer. 

“Panicking divers usually have their 

hands out, grasping for you,” Sorenson 

says. “Their elevated adrenaline  level, 

fueled by their anxiety, gives them 

 super-human strength, so you’re going 

to lose a physical contest no matter 

what your size advantage.”

Sorensen recommends a strategy 

that gives the rescuer leverage and 

protection. “By simply reaching out 

with your left hand and grabbing their 

right arm at the bicep, their left hand 

can’t come across and reach you if 

your arm’s extended straight out when 

you offer the regulator with your right 

hand,” he says. 

“Place yourself in a position that 

gives you power — to assist or to de-

fend,” Levendorf says. “A reassuring 

touch can provide a lot of comfort to a 

panicking diver, but make sure you are 

still able to stiff-arm a diver to defend 

yourself if necessary.”

USE YOUR HEAD

In the event of panic, one of the most 

basic tenets of dive training becomes 

paramount: Stop, breathe, think, act.

“You cannot let emotions  overcome 

common sense and reason,” says 

Heinerth. “Shift your mindset back to 

the solutions-oriented thinker who 

can take one step at a time. You can 

 always come up with the next best 

step, and you will find success.”
SUUNTO D-SERIES 

The perfect combination of 

functionality and style for underwater 

adventures and everyday wear.

_ Multi-activity dive computers 

_ Optional wireless air integration 

_ Range of color and strap options 

_ Plan, track and share your  

 dives with DM5 and  

 Movescount

Explore at suunto.com/dseries

CONQUER  
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TERRITORY
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WATCH-SIZED DIVE 

COMPUTERS

“There is very little awareness in our community about the condition called 

immersion pulmonary edema (IPE). This condition can quickly lead a diver 

to believe that their regulator is not functioning. A diver can panic and rush to 

the surface or panic on the surface from inability to breathe. The condition can 

resolve so quickly that a physician might not detect the issue after the dive. 

These undiagnosed divers can have multiple episodes and get written off as 

‘panickers.’ However, they might have a very real physiological issue that leads 

to IPE. I hope more people can learn about this affliction and the symptoms. 

Never write off a diver as a someone prone to panic. They might have a very 

real medical condition.”

» FOR MORE INFORMATION ON IPE, VISIT DIVERSALERTNETWORK.ORG.

A N  U N R E C O G N I Z E D  T R I G G E R

JILL HEINERTH ON A CONDITION EVERY DIVER SHOULD KNOW ABOUT:  

IMMERSION PULMONARY EDEMA
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SINKING LIKE A STONE
AN EXPERIENCED LOBSTER DIVER IGNORES THE BASICS  
AND PAYS THE PRICE BY ERIC DOUGLAS

W
illa and her friend Dave 

were excited about their 

special lobster- hunting 

location. No one else thought to dive 

there because the visibility was so 

poor, but they were going to catch 

their limit in two easy dives. Willa 

was tired and out of breath when they 

reached the descent marker, but she 

knew it would be better on the bot-

tom. She let the air out of her BC and 

quickly dropped out of sight. When 

she hit the sand, she tried to take a 

breath. Nothing came. 

THE DIVER

Willa had been diving on and off for 

more than 10 years. Some years she 

dived frequently, and others just a few 

times, but she always made it in the 

water for lobster season. She and her 

dive buddy Dave had long ago discov-

ered a special spot where it was easy 

to find all the lobsters they wanted. 

Willa was 44 years old with no known 

 medical conditions. 

THE DIVE

Their first dive of the day had been 

 uneventful. The buddies had filled 

their collection bags and made it to 

the surface within moments of each 

other. The visibility in their secret 

spot was normally low, but it was even 

worse today. Wind chop was stirring 

the surface in the shallow location. 

The poor viz made it difficult to stay in 

contact with each other, but they rea-

soned it didn’t matter that much. They 

each knew what the other was doing, 

and they were in less than 15 feet of 

water. They had dived together many 

times and weren’t worried about be-

ing separated underwater. Between 

dives, they talked about their favorite 

ways to cook the lobsters they caught 
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and made plans to invite friends over 

for a big party. 

To get to their lobster spot, the 

 buddies made a shore entry and then 

swam out on the surface to a marker 

buoy where they began their dive. To 

make it easier to stay underwater at 

the shallow dive site, Willa was carry-

ing 20 extra pounds of lead. She didn’t 

want to have to worry about  floating 

up and down with each breath or 

when waves passed overhead. 

Before the second dive, Willa and 

Dave assembled their gear and then 

pulled their wetsuits back on. The 

air was warm, so they immediately 

donned their scuba units and entered 

the water to swim to the buoy. The 

surf and wind had picked up during 

the surface interval, making the sur-

face swim harder. Willa swam to the 

buoy on her back. Because of the ex-

tra lead she was carrying, her BC was 

completely full. The pressure from the 

jacket-style BC made it hard for her to 

take a deep breath as she swam. 

Both Willa and Dave were winded 

on the surface, so neither wanted to 

wait to begin the dive. As soon as they 

reached the marker buoy, they both 

put their regulators in their mouths, 

gave a quick signal, and then began 

 releasing air from their BCs. 

THE ACCIDENT

Willa exhaled as she began her 

 descent. Between that and the extra 

weight she was carrying, she dropped 

to the bottom like a rock. Poor visibil-

ity and underwater surge caused the 

divers to lose sight of each other im-

mediately. Willa hit the sand in 13 feet 

of seawater. 

Dave was troubled by the poor 

 visibility, but he wasn’t worried. 

He continued his dive and surfaced 

40 minutes later with a full  collection 

bag. He realized Willa hadn’t fin-

ished her dive yet, but he still wasn’t 

concerned.  Waiting on the beach, 

15  minutes passed before Dave be-

gan to get nervous. The dive depth 

was shallow, so he wasn’t concerned 

about Willa running out of air, but nei-

ther of them normally took that long 

to catch lobsters. Another 15 minutes 

passed before Dave called for help and 

a search for Willa began. 

The recovery divers found her body 

on the seafloor an hour and a half lat-

er, just 13 feet below the surface. The 

investigation concluded that Willa’s 

air had never been turned on. The 
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medical examiner ruled her death a 

drowning, due to insufficient air. 

ANALYSIS

Many longtime divers will tell you 

if you haven’t forgotten something 

on a dive, you aren’t diving enough. 

Getting distracted and forgetting to 

put in your weights or turn on your 

air before jumping into the water is 

 inevitable. Willa’s is not the first acci-

dent that began when a diver started 

descending with her air turned off. 

Many experienced divers think the 

idea of a buddy check before a dive is 

something for newbies or  someone 

less experienced. That overconfidence 

is where problems begin. If Willa 

and Dave had simply taken 30 sec-

onds to do a quick gear check, Willa 

would have realized her air was off and 

 everything would have been fine. 

The next question is: Why didn’t 

she simply swim to the surface, turn 

on her air, and continue the dive? We 

don’t know exactly what happened 

in those moments after Willa began 

her descent, but it is reasonable to as-

sume that panic played a major role 

in the accident. Willa was carrying 

too much weight. She had a hard sur-

face swim to the dive site, and she was 

winded when she began her descent. 

When she hit the sand, without any 

air, she was unable to inflate her BC to 

get her buoyancy under control or to 

counteract the additional lead she was 

 carrying. Out of air,  overweighted and 

out of breath, panic likely set in al-

most immediately. It is possible Willa 

made it back to the surface, but being 

unable to inflate her BC, she would 

have struggled before sinking back 

below the water. A common mistake 

panicked divers make is forgetting to 

jettison their weights. Either on the 

bottom or struggling on the surface 

to stay afloat, a quick release of her 

weight belt or pulling out her integrat-

ed weight pockets would have made 

her instantly buoyant and had her 

floating on the surface. Of course, she 

could have orally inflated her BC on 

the surface, but that didn’t happen. 

Panic is a frequent topic in this 

 column. One definition for panic 

from Oxford Dictionaries is “sudden 

 uncontrollable fear or anxiety, often 

causing wildly unthinking behavior.” 

When panic strikes,  rational thought 

and the ability to think through 

a problem goes out the window. 

 Panicked divers forget how to handle 

an emergency. 

The only way to counteract  panic 

situations is to practice  emergency 

drills to the point that they  become 

second nature. If you haven’t 

 practiced releasing your weights 

or clearing your mask or any other 

 emergency skill since you completed 

your open-water-diver course, it has 

been too long. 

Dive accidents are rare, but they 

don’t happen only in deep water or 

in caves. And they don’t happen only 

to people who do things they aren’t 

 supposed to do. Under certain cir-

cumstances, accidents can happen 

in shallow water on what should be 

an easy dive. All it takes is not paying 

 attention to the details, forgetting to 

do a basic check, and beginning a dive 

without being ready.

LEARN MORE AT 

BARESPORTS.COM/VELOCITY ULTRA

#VELOCITYULTRA

A performance driven wetsuit featuring 

Progressive Full-Stretch construction and 

Ultrawarmth Celliant® Infrared fabric. Our 

greatest wetsuit innovations together, for 

longer, more comfortable dives.

AVAILABLE IN MEN’S 3MM, 5MM, 

7MM, AND 8/7 SEMI-DRY 

COLORS: BLUE, BLACK AND LAVA

VELOCITY

ULTRA

WILLA EXHALED AS SHE 
BEGAN HER DESCENT. 
BETWEEN THAT AND 
THE EXTRA WEIGHT SHE 
WAS CARRYING, SHE 

DROPPED TO THE  

BOTTOM LIKE A ROCK.

1 PRACTICE EMERGENCY DRILLS REGULARLY Remove and replace your weights in the water, 

stretch out a cramp, practice air-sharing skills, and flood and clear your mask. These are all 

skills that can save your life. 

2 PERFORM A BUDDY CHECK It takes only a few seconds before you get in the water, but it 

can save you a lot of headache afterward. 

3 DON’T DIVE OVERWEIGHTED Perform a buoyancy check when you get in the water. If you 

feel you need an extra pound or two to stay down, that’s fine, but if you have to fully inflate 

your BC to stay on the surface, you are carrying too much weight.   

» Eric Douglas co-authored the book Scuba  Diving Safety, and has written a series of adventure novels, 

children’s books, and short stories — all with an ocean and scuba diving theme. Check out his website at 

booksbyeric.com, and follow him on Facebook at facebook.com/EricDouglasAuthor. 

L E S S O N S  F O R  L I F E
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DETAIL- 
ORIENTED
GET TACK-SHARP 
 IMAGES IN POST WITH 
THE DETAIL PANEL 
TEXT AND PHOTOS  

BY ERIN QUIGLEY

/

T R A I N I N G

 IMAGING

O R I G I NA L S H A R P

increases edge contrast by 

making the dark side of the 

edge darker, and the bright 

side brighter. There are 

three main kinds of sharp-

ening — input, creative and 

output sharpening. 

INPUT SHARPENING  

WITH THE DETAIL PANEL 

IN LIGHTROOM

Input sharpening is applied 

to counteract softness cre-

ated by digital capture. I use 

Lightroom’s Detail panel 

for input sharpening.

Work at 100 percent 

 magnification to be able 

to see your work. Holding 

down Option (Mac) or Alt 

(PC) while moving the slid-

ers reveals  monochromatic 

previews for each  slider. 

Color messes with our 

 ability to assess sharpness.

AMOUNT determines the 

intensity of edge contrast.

Hold down Opt/Alt. Move 

the slider until you can 

just see important  edges 

crisp up. It should be a 

very subtle change. Com-

mon Amount settings are 

 between 35 and 75. 

RADIUS is how many pixels 

out from an edge the effect 

of sharpening extends. 

Hold down Opt/Alt. Move 

the slider right until all crit-

ical edges are represented 

— an overly high radius set-

ting results in dark or light 

halos. Common Radius set-

tings fall between 1 and 1.5. 

DETAIL controls sharp-

ening on high-frequency 

 edges (fine detail). A low 

setting limits sharpening to 

only broader edges, while a 

high value sharpens even 

the finest texture. 

Hold down Opt/Alt. 

Move the slider until you 

start to see texture where 

you want it, but beware of 

creating artifacts in areas 

that should otherwise be 

smooth. The Default setting 

is 25, but I often use less.

MASKING hides, or masks, 

sharpening by gradually 

eliminating it on areas of 

D
on’t get too excited. 

The techniques in this 

article won’t rescue fuzzy 

images. Out-of-focus photos 

can’t be recovered in post, 

but you can (and should) 

enhance the sharpness of 

properly focused pictures to 

maximize their potential. 

WHAT IS SHARPNESS?

Without getting too tech-

nical, you might say that 

sharpness is edge contrast. 

Sharp edges have high-con-

trast, crisp borders with a 

rapid transition from light 

to dark. The more gradu-

ally the boundaries of an 

edge fade from one tonal 

value to another, the softer 

they appear. Sharpening in 

postproduction artificially 

A M O U N T

R A D I U S
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C RU N C H Y

PRO T I P 

For local sharp-
ening with a pop 
of saturation in 
Lightroom, grab the 
brush, radial fi lter 
or graduated fi lter, 
and load it up with 
enough increased 
exposure to make 
the area it’s aff ect-
ing look slightly 
washed out. On the 
same brush or fi lter, 
increase Clarity and 
Dehaze in small 
amounts to add 
punch and restore 
color. Be careful not 
to go too far! 

lower contrast.  

Hold down Opt/Alt. 

When the slider is all the 

way to the left, you’ll see a 

completely white screen. 

White signifi es pixels being 

sharpened at 100 percent. 

As you move the slider to 

the right, lower-contrast 

 areas of the image turn 

gray and then black. Gray 

 signifi es partial sharpen-

ing; black means that no 

 sharpening is applied. 

Masking is an incredibly 

useful tool for  underwater 

photographers,  making 

it possible to enhance 

 details of the subject with-

out sharpening water or 

blurred backgrounds.

CREATIVE SHARPENING 

WITH THE DETAIL PANEL 

IN PHOTOSHOP

Creative sharpening di-

rects the viewer’s eye to a 

specifi c part of the image 

by enhancing edge contrast 

selectively. Use the Camera 

Raw fi lter in Photoshop via 

a Smart Object workfl ow for 

the ultimate in control.

1) In Lightroom, Control-

click (Mac) or R-click (PC) 

on the selected image, and 

choose Edit In>Open as 

Smart Object in Photoshop 

— the photo will open in 

 Photoshop.

2) In Photoshop, go to 

Filters>Camera Raw  Filter. 

The layer will open in 

 Adobe Camera Raw. 

3) Use the Detail panel to 

ramp up sharpness in the 

image, knowing you’ll be 

able to conceal any part of 

it selectively in the next step. 

4) Click OK. This will create 

a Smart Filter with its own 

layer mask.

5) Click on the Smart 

 Filter layer mask, and 

tap  Command-I (Mac) 

or  Control-I (PC) to fi ll it 

with black, which hides the 

sharpening you just did.

6) Grab the brush tool from 

the toolbar (B), and paint 

with white on the black 

 layer mask to reveal the 

sharpening selectively. 

7) Toggle the eyeball next to 

the Smart Filter layer mask 

to see before and after.

ADDITIONAL CAMERA RAW 

SMART FILTER OPTIONS 

1) Double-click the Smart 

Object icon in the bottom 

right of the layer thumb-

nail to open Camera Raw 

and adjust your original 

 Lightroom settings.

2) At the bottom of 

the Smart Filter layer, 

 double-click “Camera Raw 

Filter” to reopen and adjust 

the settings.

3) Double-click the fi lter 

options icon at the bottom 

right of the Smart Filter 

layer to control the opacity.

OUTPUT SHARPENING

Output sharpening is  global 

sharpening applied to 

 prepare the photo for its 

ultimate use, be it print or 

screen. Return to  Lightroom 

for output sharpening, 

which is applied during 

 export. The output sharp-

ening choices at export are 

Matte paper, Glossy paper, 

or Screen in Low, Standard 

or High amounts.  

» Erin Quigley is an Adobe 

ACE- certifi ed digital-imaging 

 consultant and an award-winning 

shooter. GoAskErin.com provides 

 custom tutorials and one-on-one 

 instruction for the underwater 

 photographic  community. 

D E TA I L

M A S K I N G
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W
e can’t reach this morning’s 

dive site — too many 

humpback whales block 

our Zodiac.

It’s day two of 10 of this Antarctic 

 sailing aboard M/V Ortelius, one of four 

polar vessels operated by  Oceanwide 

Expeditions. Off Cuverville Island, 

roughly halfway south along a  peninsula 

jutting up like a pinky finger from the 

southernmost continent, we count 

30 humpbacks before we even get in 

the water.

Apparently, the crew expected this. 

Whales were seen here on the last 

sailing — fat, happy and utterly content 

following weeks of gorging on krill. 

Michael Green, an ex-British navy 

man, pilots us around the pod as they 

wave pec fins and circle the two dive 

boats. On cue, seven divers back-roll 

in to explore the wall below. When 

Green gives the signal, I jump too, only 

I’m not diving. A warm winter in New 

York had foiled my plans to accrue the 

 expedition’s prerequisite 20 cold-water 

dives. As a Floridian, I had limited 

 options. But as a diver of two decades 

and a kayaker with countless hours in 

my kayaking drysuit, my request for 

 snorkeling was granted.

Within minutes, Green calls me back 

to the Zodiac. I haul myself in and he 

tells me to get ready. He’s going to 

 motor to the whales and signal when 

to jump.

Suddenly I’m in again. I swim like 

mad. The shock of the 35-degree- 

Fahrenheit water feels like a fat man 

L I V E A B O A R D M / V  O R T E L I U S

EXPEDITION  

ANTARCTICA

ENCOUNTER 

WHALES, PEN-

GUINS, SEALS 

AND I CEBERGS 

ABOARD 

M/V ORTELIUS

L

B Y  B R O O K E  M O R T O N

Two humpbacks breach off 

the Antarctic Peninsula, 

an iconic spot to see these 

massive marine mammals. F
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LANDSCAPE OF THE MIND

Feeding an unbridled curiosity is a large 

part of the Antarctica experience. This, 

along with the landscape, is hard for 

most to imagine when they conjure up 

images of the least-visited continent. 

When I tell friends how far south I am 

headed, they talk of sled dogs and 

 wonder aloud about what we would see.

Antarctica is often described as a 

landscape of the mind — an unpopu-

lated, pristine place so white and crisp, 

it’s as if it were plucked from the 

subconscious. It remains Earth’s largest 

wilderness area.

Mountains reminiscent of the Swiss 

Alps rise from the coastline. Glaciers 

tinted turquoise march to the sea edge 

and fall away like cliffs.

The wildlife, including colonies of 

penguins numbering in the hundreds, if 

not thousands, are immune to human 

presence. They waddle up to visitors, 

pecking at backpack straps or nosing 

their beaks into the dome of a GoPro. 

And why shouldn’t they? Humans pose 

no threat. All visitors to the continent 

must obey limitations set forth in the 

Antarctica Treaty, created to preserve 

this remote habitat.

On land, fur and crabeater seals are 

not terribly curious about guests; in the 

water, they’re quite keen for a meet-

and-  greet with divers. On our checkout 

dip at Half Moon Island, one keeps NEED TO KNOW

5  R E A S O N S  T O  D I V E 

M / V  O R T E L I U S

01 SURF AND 

TURF Divers on 
Ortelius needn’t 
choose between 
in-water time and 
land-based excur-
sions. Following 
every dip, divers 
are shuttled via 
Zodiac to the day’s 
landing spot, 
where they have 
time to explore.

02 WHALES AND 

PENGUINS A trip 
along the Ant-
arctic Peninsula 
is likely to yield 
sightings and in-
water encounters 
with at least three 
penguin species 
— Gentoo, Adelie 
and chinstrap — 
and several whale 
species as well, 
including Gerlach 
orcas, humpbacks 
and fin whales.

03 ICEBREAKER 

Ortelius is an 
icebreaker ship, 
meaning that it 

can cut through 
icebergs. It 
can also travel 
farther into 
frozen, packed-in 
places than other 
ships operating 
in  Antarctica.

04 TERRA 

INCOGNITA

Unless you are 
a Frozen Planet 
junkie, it’s hard 
to fathom what 
lies in Antarctica 
— especially on 
the coast, where 
mountains elbow 
glaciers: the stuff 
of dreams.

05 BRAGGING 

RIGHTS With Ant-
arctica ranked as 
one of the least-
visited places on 
Earth, not only 
do you enjoy rare 
company, but 
you’ll also dive 
one of the most 
pristine underwa-
ter destinations 
on the planet.

WHEN TO GO

M/V Ortelius, part of the  Oceanwide 
Expeditions fleet, operates in 
 Antarctica October through March 
— aka summer in the Southern 
Hemisphere — and offers Arctic 
tours the rest of the year.

DIVE CONDITIONS

Plankton blooms are more 
c ommon in the middle of the dive 
season, with October through 
November and late February 
through March offering the best 
visibility, around 30 feet. Water 
temps vary from 26 to 36 degrees F 
at the surface.

OPERATOR

Oceanwide (oceanwide-expeditions 
 .com) operates two ships in 
 Antarctica, 298-foot Ortelius 
and 293-foot Plancius. Ortelius 
 carries a maximum of 116 guests 
in 53 cabins.

PRICE TAG

Rates for an Antarctic voyage start 
at $7,950 for 10 nights, based on 
quadruple occupancy. The scuba 
supplement is $600.

sitting on my chest. It stings and numbs 

my face. I mentally assure myself that I 

am OK, just winded from trying to power 

so much gear across the surface.

Green collects me and we make 

another pass. This time, I slide in just in 

front of the whale’s path. 

I edge closer. The white stripes of its 

body are exquisite. Then I feel its eye 

on me.

The humpback, 45 feet long, seems to 

recline midwater, barely moving. So I too 

stay still. I meet its gaze as tears spring 

to my eyes. 

The moment is charged, and very 

different from humpback encounters 

I’ve had in the Turks and Caicos Islands. 

There, mothers are exhausted from 

birthing and nursing calves. In the trop-

ics, there isn’t much for them to feed on.

By contrast, the Southern Ocean is 

nutrient-rich, a broth of krill. Like any 

American after Thanksgiving dinner, the 

whales here aren’t bothered by much. 

Or so it seems as I watch, stunned 

and grateful that this whale seems so 

 curious about my presence.

This one — and its two pod mates — 

stays in the bay for an hour or so, long 

enough that the divers have time to 

surface, peel out of their scuba gear and 

join me. And I’m glad. What is happen-

ing is so unreal, so life-affirming, I’m 

grateful I’m not the only witness to this 

display of majesty.
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 sailing up under me, powering toward 

my mask. 

But even aside from the animals, 

 diving in Antarctica is mind-blowing.

Take the ice. On the afternoon we 

motor to Neko Harbor, we devote 

20  minutes to touring as the dive team 

looks for a berg that’s stable, unlikely 

to roll while we fin around it.

In the water, icebergs seem to glow. 

Each is white, pockmarked by  erosion 

on all sides, like a golf ball. Tiny bubbles 

fizz from their sides. From the surface, 

this release of gas creates concentric 

circles emanating outward. Below 

the waterline, the fizzing makes a 

sound like milk meeting puffed-rice 

cereal. It all makes the icebergs seem 

 somehow alive.

After everyone has circumnavigated 

as much of the berg as they like, we hop 

back into the Zodiac for another tour, 

past more icebergs with Gentoo pen-

guins and crabeater seals perched on 

top, surrounded by the confetti of bergy 

bits dotting the blue-black depths.

“Take off your masks,” says Green. 

“Smell that?”

The air is putrid. We guess that either 

a seal has a fresh kill or that a penguin 

colony lies just around the corner.

Green laughs.

“No, that’s whale breath,” he says. “I 

bet that doesn’t bring tears to your eyes 

in the same way, does it?”

P R O F E S S I O N A L  F I L T E R S  F O R  G O P R O

MACHINED ALUMINUM

FUMBLE-FREE FLIP DESIGN

PERFECT UNDERWATER COLOR

PROFESSIONAL +15 MACRO LENS

WWW.FLIPFILTERS.COM

COMPATIBLE: WORKS WITH 4 GENERATIONS

OF GOPRO

Dive into our website for more packages in Cozumel, Belize, Bonaire, 
Cayman, Turks & Caicos, Curacao and Honduras!

Hotel Cozumel

Rates are US dollars, per person, based on dbl. occ. unless otherwise stated. Please call or email for airfare, for single/triple/other occupancy, non-diver rates, kids rates and prices for dates other
than specified. Taxes are included. Rates subject to availability & subject to change; other restrictions may apply. Not responsible for typographical errors. Call for group, dive club and dive shop rates!

bayadventures.com
888-599-3483

bayadventures.com
888-599-3483

COZUMEL $959
Best Deal In The Carribean! 7 Nights Hotel, All Meals And

Unlimited Bar, 5 Days 2-Tank Morning Boat Dives, Tax

Valid for travel Nov 1- Dec 20, 2017; Jan 3-31 & April 2 - Aug 13, 2018. Single travelers add just $25/night!

only p.p.

Erosion creates pits in the  icebergs, 

leaving them with interesting shapes 

and textures.



S C U B A D I V I N G . C O M  NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2017 / 66

D
R

I
V

E
 
A

N
D

 
D

I
V

E
 

 

W
A

S
H

I
N

G
T

O
N

 
OLYMPIC  

GOLD

T E X T  A N D  P H O T O S  B Y  B R A N D O N  C O L E

D

CHALLENGE 

YOURSELF AT 

THIS REMOTE 

OUTPOST OF  

PACIFIC NORTH-

WEST DIVING 

F
ew Seattleites bother with the drive to this particular 

road’s end. Standing atop Slack Tide’s stern, poised in 

giant-stride anticipation, we’re rather smug, knowing 

we’re unlikely to bump into another diver between here and 

Japan. We needn’t share any of what waits below.

Here, by the way, is Cape Flattery, the northwesternmost 

point in the Lower 48, where winding, picturesque Highway 

112 peters out and the mighty Pacific Ocean begins. We’re 

just under 160 miles from the crush of Seattle, but it might 

as well be light-years. Skyscrapers have been replaced by 

soaring evergreen trees and kelp forests. Traffic jams involve 

rockfish and reef life. On Washington’s Olympic Peninsula, 

the  shimmering riches are submerged. 

Beneath the carved cliffs of Tatoosh Island, we descend 

to find ruby-red strawberry anemones and luminous ivory 

Metridiums decorating boulders and mini walls. Greenlings 

and perch glide through golden kelp fronds. Opalescent nudi-

branchs, and alabaster too, dine on hydroids and bryozoans. 

An inquisitive copper rockfish looks over my shoulder while I 

photograph a rainbow sea star in hot pursuit of a limpet. This 

is all so worth the drive.

Things move into high gear at Steller Rock, named for the 

mob of Steller sea lions lying in a disorderly heap just above 

the waterline. They seem quite content, snorting, scratching 

and basking in the midmorning fog. Subaquatic, we putter 

around for 10 minutes in a craggy valley 50 feet down, spy-

ing rockfish and red Irish lords among pink hydrocoral and 

orange finger sponges, abundant anemones and tunicates 

galore. Then we’re discovered by the gang of sea lions. It 

takes them a bit to get with the program, but then they bomb 

down repeatedly to say hello. Some are polite and reserved, 

watching us from the edge of visibility. Others spiral and loop 

about, gracefully showing off in a manner at odds with their 

ungainly appearance above. A few fearless, rambunctious 

individuals rocket straight toward us faster than my camera 

can focus, hundreds of pounds of wide-eyed, whiskered ma-

niac veering away at the last moment in a torrent of bubbles 

and flipper wash. Only our dwindling gas supplies pull us 

away from the playful pinnipeds and this stellar site.

Back aboard Slack Tide, leisurely motoring east along the 

rugged headland, we recount our crazy-fun encounter and 

ask the captain if our experience was typical. Northwest Dive 

Charters owner Bill Minton, who has more than 20 years 

Clockwise: fish- eating 

and giant plumose 

anemones; juvenile 

Puget Sound king crab; 

amused Steller sea lions.
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IT INERARY OLYMPIC PENINSUL A

DAY ONE 

Emerge from your cozy 
cabin at Hobuck Beach 

Resort and drive into 
Neah Bay. Caffeinate at 

Cedar Shack Espresso, 
then board the boat for the 
day’s underwater adven-
ture with dives at Steller 

Rock and Mushroom 
Rock. Learn about Makah 
tribal history and culture 
at the Makah Museum. 
Feast on amazing Indian 

fry bread tacos and 
 homemade  triple berry pie 

at Pat’s Place. 

DAY THREE  

Enjoy a misty  morning 
stroll along Hobuck 

Beach, or better yet, don 
a wetsuit to try your feet 

at surfing or stand-up 
paddleboarding at this fam-
ily-friendly favorite known 

for its usually mellow 
break. Reposition to Sekiu

for an excellent shore 
dive. Swap fins for hik-

ing boots and venture into 
the Hoh Rainforest for 

tree- hugging and emerald 
splendor amid moss-cov-
ered spruce and hemlock. 

DAY TWO  

Time the tides for superb 
diving inside the Strait at 

Waadah Fingers and Tiger 
Reef. Swap dive tales on 
board Slack Tide while 

Capt. Bill barbecues brats 
on the back deck. Hike the 
Cape Flattery Trail for 
one of the best coastal 

views in the country atop 
storm-battered basalt 

bluffs. Watch the sun sink 
into the Pacific. 
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of experience diving the area, says 

our luck was not unusual. “In nature 

there are no guarantees, of course, 

but the ‘dogs’ here are often curious 

and  mischievous.”

DIVING THE FINGERS

Neah Bay is our headquarters for 

 accessing the dozen-plus scuba sites 

off Cape Flattery and in the western 

Strait of Juan de Fuca. A hardscrabble 

fishing town on the Makah Indian Res-

ervation, its population swells to more 

than 1,000 during salmon and halibut 

season. Amenities and nightlife are 

limited, but the locals are friendly, and 

we’re here to dive, not disco. 

The next day dawns foggy. With swell 

and wind forecast, we brainstorm 

 options inside the strait. Minton recom-

mends Waadah Fingers, and in no time 

we’re on-site. Below are parallel rocky 

ridges on a sloping bottom from 25 to 

80 feet deep. Glacial gouging eons back 

and powerful currents ever since have 

formed these “fingers.” Waadah, like the 

majority of sites in the area, is prone 

to strong and sometimes unpredict-

able currents. This can be a rigorous 

dive. We’re a bit early yet — the kelp 

is still under the surface, angled over 

with blades streaming — so we gear up 

slowly and strategize.

Fortunately, kelp eventually buoys 

to the surface, the Strait stops rac-

ing, and we enjoy an amazing dive 

 canyon-hopping between the fingers. 

Invertebrate tapestries hanging on 

tilted rock walls showcase a splendid 

array of colorful sea anemones, clumps 

of raspberry soft corals, and many 

sea star species. Little sculpins scoot 

over the resplendent real estate. Big 

cabezon move not at all, holding their 

poses to conserve energy. The rockfish 

diversity here rocks: black, quillback, 

canary, copper, china — and even a 

tiger. Elevating the menagerie to epic 

status are a giant Pacific octopus and a 

wolf eel, slack-jawed but still charis-

matic and photo worthy. Neither Pacific 

Northwest celebrity proves as frisky 

as the dogs from yesterday, but the 

serpentine superstar does treat us to a 

slithering circuit about the reef before 

retreating into its den.

Since the day is still young and nei-

ther wind nor swell have  materialized 

The Diamond Knot is Washington’s 

 jewel for experienced divers seeking 

cold-water wrecks.
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— even the fog disappeared — we  

head west to dive Mushroom Rock, 

where we find a Puget Sound king 

crab and fish-eating anemones as big 

as pizzas. We also focus on capturing 

images of algal art in the sun-dappled 

kelp forest. 

Immediately after returning to port, 

we jump into our truck and drive a 

half-hour east for a late-afternoon 

splash. With its easy shore entry and 

manifold habitats (rocky reef, kelp 

and sea-grass beds) in shallow water, 

Sekiu is perfect to rack up bottom 

time searching for cool critters. We 

find stalked jellyfish, moon snails 

and flatfish in the tangle of green sea 

grass. Then we tour an amber kelp 

jungle and the maze of rocks inside. At 

a maximum depth of just 30 feet and 

with plentiful photo subjects, we work 

up a cold sweat shooting for nearly 

80 minutes in the 48-degree water. 

Grunt sculpins, warbonnets, heart 

crabs and nudis all agree to having 

their pictures taken. Sekiu never fails 

to please — except when there’s swell, 

which kills the viz and throws you 

around. Skip this site unless it’s calm, 

and fly a dive flag to advertise your 

presence to the local fishermen.

DIAMOND JUBILEE

For our last day in the hinterlands, 

we drive 50 miles to Port Angeles to 

dive a legend. More people have heard 

of the Diamond Knot than have seen 

it. Resting off Tongue Point at 135 

feet, this 326-foot-long freighter sank 

in 1947 after colliding with another 

ship on a foggy night. The Knot is one 

of Washington’s top sites for expert 

divers. Extremely strong currents 

stream over the wreck, visibility can 

be limited, and depth is a real consid-

eration (the shallowest point is 70 feet 

atop the stern superstructure). Add 

metal hazards, deteriorating structure 

and risk of entanglement in fishing 

monofilament, and it’s clear that only 

properly equipped, well-trained divers 

should attempt the Knot, and only on a 

day with good conditions. 

After a long hand-over-hand 

descent down the line, the Diamond 

Knot’s shadowy bulk takes shape in 

the emerald gloom. The ship seems to 

glow, wreathed in ghostly white. Time 

slows. It has been more than 20 years 

since I last was here; memories come 

flooding back to me. 

I’m so happy we made the drive from 

the big city.

Reservations:

1-800-899-2582

info@southerncrossclub.com

www.SouthernCrossClub.com

Dive   Fish   Kite   Relax

Use Code: BON17



S C U B A D I V I N G . C O M  NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2017 / 70

I T ’ S  D I V E  O ’ C L O C K  S O M E W H E R E

A
s I giant stride off  Anger Management, 

Diamond Head volcano is directly in front of 

me and Waikiki Beach is off  my left shoulder. 

Pretty spectacular, but it’s just another day with Dive 

Oahu: two shipwrecks before lunchtime. Our morning 

includes a quick 10-minute boat ride to the YO-257, 

followed by a shallow reef dive. If you’re lucky enough 

to dive the YO, you’ll be within fi n kicks of another 

purpose-sunk artifi cial reef, the San Pedro. The  

YO-257 is the main attraction, with its mostly intact 

frame and partial swim-throughs. 

I hear the sound of a motor revving and do a quick 

double take to fi nd it’s not owner Brian Benton zoom-

ing by on his underwater scooter again, but rather an 

Atlantis Submarine coming by on a tour of the reef. We 

wave to the tourists as we see fl ash after fl ash from 

their cameras, photographing us in the deep blue. 

Benton lets me borrow his scooter — it’s only 

the second time I’ve used one and I love the joyride, 

making several laps around the 175-foot-long former 

Navy oiler. After cruising along the starboard deck 

and making my way back to the bow where my dive 

buddies are having a photo shoot, I catch a glimpse of 

movement directly above my head. It’s a giant green 

sea turtle; I hit “record” and video him as he fl oats 

along and chooses a resting spot in one of the many 

 openings aboard YO-257.

If you don’t have a scooter on the dive, it’s best to 

have a plan before you giant-stride in. This wreck 

is ideal for the advanced diver, but currents can be 

strong. For less-experienced divers, hang around 

the top deck and tower, which boast tons of endemic 

Hawaiian milletseed butterfl yfi sh (the name refers to 

the small, seed-size black spots that line their lemon-

yellow bodies in vertical rows). For divers comfortable 

with a little more depth, get a glimpse of the YO in all 

its glory by dropping down to the sand at around 100 

feet: Just sit back and take it all in, in Oahu’s amazing 

viz. Besides turtles, the YO also attracts eagle rays; 

keep your eyes peeled for schools of three or more.

By 11 a.m., I’m on the surface thinking, Where else 

can you dive two wrecks and see a submarine all in one 

dive? I’ve got time to ponder that as I head to the north 

shore for an afternoon of exploring to fi nd the best 

surf spots and idyllic beaches this lovely island has 

to off er.

DRINK La Mariana 
Sailing Club at Ke’ehi 
Lagoon has a tiki 
décor and can be 
accessed by boat or 
car. It off ers a mean 
mai tai and complete 
Hawaiian food menu. 
> lamarianasailingclub.com 

SLEEP With its 
postcard-worthy 
pool in the middle of 
the resort, boutique 
Surfjack hotel brings 
a modern twist to 
surf culture, within 
walking distance of 
the popular Waikiki 
area. > surfjack.com

SURFACE 

INTERVALS 

 //////   E a sy to get there ,  ea sy to b e there   //////

DOUBLE 

DIPPING

B Y  B E C C A  H U R L E Y

TWO WRECKS AND A SUB ADD UP TO A GREAT MORNING IN OAHU

EAT Along the Kame-
hameha Highway in 
Haleiwa, you’ll fi nd 
a plethora of estab-
lished food trucks 
from shrimp-specifi c 
eateries to hamburg-
ers and hotdogs. The 
food is delicious — 
take your pick!
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D I V E  G U I D E

D I V E S

NASHUA  

NAVY TUG

Purpose-sunk in 
2012, this site is div-
able only a few days 
a week since it’s a 
training ground for 
the U.S. Navy. Eels, 
turtles and schools 
of reef sharks are 
often spotted here.

EWA PI NNAC LE S

A bit farther 
from shore than 
the Waikiki-area 
wrecks, this site 
is full of life, vol-
canic rocks and 
overhangs where 
puffers, octopuses 
and schools of fish 
like to hide. 

SEA TIGER

Located in 80 to 
110 feet of water, the 
shorter bottom time 
is worth it to dive 
this former Chinese 
trader. Divers can 
penetrate the cargo 
holds and bridge, 
making this a dive 
you can repeat. 

TH E CORSAI R  

Synonymous with 
wreck diving in 
Oahu, this site is 
popular with pho-
tographers but can 
be prone to strong 
currents. It’s not 
unusual to find 
pelagics like sharks 
and mantas here.

DIVE CONDITIONS 

It’s not uncommon 
to find 100 feet of  

visibility with fairly 
easy dive condi-

tions. On occasion, 
surge and currents 
that wrap around 

Diamond Head 
can make specific 
dive sites best for 
advanced divers. 

WHAT TO WEAR

A 5 mm is recom-
mended for most 

divers, but the tem-
perature can vary 
by season. In sum-
mer, temperatures 
are often in the low 
80s; winter can vary 

from mid- to  
high 70s. 

TRAVEL TIP

Rent a car, espe-
cially if you are 

traveling with gear. 
It will make your 

trips to and from the 
marina less stress-
ful, and allow you 

the freedom to take 
off and explore after 

a morning dive.   

WHEN TO GO

Year-round; visit 
the islands after 
summer crowds 
have died down, 

from September to 
early December. 

«
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 DIVE WITH MARTIN SCUBA C L  DIVE WITH MARTIN SCUBA C L 
ISLAND’S FASTEST BOATS, 

ISLAND’S BEST DIVE MASTERS!! 
y 20+ years diving Cozumel!  
y 4 day / 2-tank boat dives $255 
y FREE use of Sherwood dive gear  
y Group Rates y Hotel Packages  
y 2-4 bedroom Condo rentals 
Email Stacey for package rates 

& knowledgeable service

888-512-8747  | sburton@airmail.net | www.divewithmartin.com
] u  t – No Fees

AMBERGRIS CAYE, BELIZE

• Renowned Divers’ Resort
• PADI Diver Operator,
 Ambergris Divers
• Perfect Location in town, yet 
 away from the hustle and bustle

BOOK NOW AND SAVE

US$100 per diver

www.sunbreeze.net
www.sunbreezesuites.com

Book Now 

1-800-688-0191

FROM THE MAKERS OF  
THE MOST VERSATILE, 

LIGHTEST WEIGHT,  
ALUMINUM ARMS  
ON THE MARKET

We make adapters  
for all housings, 

strobes, video lights 
and spotting lights. 
The original arms  
with o-rings in the  

ball for ease of use.  

(805) 484-3334
www.ulcs.com

Don’t be fooled by all 
the copycat brands that 
look like ours. Ask for 

genuine Ultralight parts 
Made in the USA.

Lots  
of GoPro  

accessories 
available!

C

LEBRAT

G

A R

21

NEW CLAMP
AC-CSF-28 NEW CLAMP
Made with a finer thread bolt, 
allows more precise tension on 
the ball, Newly designed T-Knob

Most parts are engraved with 
our logo and part number on 
them so you know you are  

getting genuine ULCS parts.

MADE 

IN USA

Visit us at the Image 
Resource Center  

Booth # 719
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S C U B A  D I V I N G MARKETPLACE

beverages & transfers

and tech diving

��������������

UIF�CFTU�XBZ�UP�TFF

536,�-"(00/

XXX�USVLPEZTTFZ�DPN
JOGP!USVLPEZTTFZ�DPN

Dive Deals

Promote Your  

Dive Deals! 

Contact: LINDA SUE DINGLE  

 lindasue.dingel@bonniercorp.com

Cozumel

STACEY@VACATIONCONNECTIONNRH.COM

DIVE WITH MARTIN SCUBA  
Dive your computer limits!   
4 day/2-tank boat dive $255  
• FREE Sherwood gear use  
• Dive, Hotel & Condo pkgs. 
MC & Visa accepted - No fees.
1-888-512-8747
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LOOK

PHOTOGRAPHER  

Wayne MacWilliams

LOCATION  

Anilao, Philippines

ABOUT THE SHOT

I wanted to capture an 

image from a different 

perspective; it just required 

me to be very patient. I 

wanted the seahorse to be 

relaxed, not feel threatened 

and want to move. Eventu-

ally, when its eye rotated 

backward, I took the shot. I 

used a Nikon D7000 in 

Nauticam housing and two 

Sea&Sea YS-D2 strobes. 

My settings were ISO 100, 

1/250 sec and f/16.

GO NOW Crystal Blue Resort 

(divecbr.com)
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or

THE BEST JUST GOT EVEN BETTER!

Kit yourself out in SCUBAPRO’s top of the line dive gear – 

and you won’t just be the envy of the dive boat, you’ll also 

be able to capture every photo-perfect moment in full HD. 

Purchase our award-winning diving combination: 

G2 computer, MK25EVO/S620Ti regulator, HYDROS PRO BC 

with an Air2 or R195 octo and you'll receive a $499* gift 

from us: a SeaLife Micro 2.0 32GB camera.  

Off er valid from 11/15/17 - 1/31/18, while supplies last. Eligible only for Americas and 

Caribbean residents. Purchases must be made at participating authorized SCUBAPRO 

dealers. See www.scubapro.com for full terms and conditions. 

*MSRP value

FREE CAMERA 

WITH PACKAGE PURCHASE



Even if you hated biology class, you’ll love learning to dive in 
The Florida Keys. In just three days you can be cer tif ied 
by the world’s best instructors. Before long, you’ll go down 
with the ships and come face-to-face with thousands of 
different species on America’s only living coral reef.

f la-keys.com/diving

Join our school.

Hall’s Diving Center & Career Institute, Marathon
Beautiful Wreck and Reef diving. Lessons for 
starters and Career Training for professionals. 

Great fun at Hall’s. Come see us.
800-331-4355 or 305-743-5929  

hallsdiving.com

Holiday Inn Key Largo
Located next to deep-water marina. 

Spacious guest rooms. Restaurant on-site.
866-733-8554 or 305-451-2121

holidayinn.com/keylargofl

Florida Keys Dive Center, Islamorada
PADI 5 Star CDC.

Diving REEFS & WRECKS of Key Largo,
Islamorada & Pennekamp Park.

800-433-8946 or 305-852-4599
floridakeysdivectr.com

SKIPJACK Resort-Suites-Marina, Marathon
Marathon’s new all SUITE Resort & Marina, 

inspired by a love for diving & fun.
855-479-7662 or 305-600-4283 

skipjackresort.com 

Dive Key West, Inc.
FULL SERVICE DIVE CENTER

DIVE PKGS
DIVE THE VANDENBERG

800-426-3823 or 305-296-3823 
divekeywest.com

Captain’s Corner Dive Center, Key West
Daily dive trips: coral reef or 
USNS Vandenberg wreck
PADI 5 star training center

305-296-8865 captainscorner.com

Kona Kai Resort and Gallery, Key Largo
Kona Kai Resort, Gallery & Botanic Gardens. 

Magical, tranquil and intimate!
800-365-7829 or 305-852-7200    

konakairesort.com

Key Largo Bay Marriott Beach Resort
Your key to a diver’s paradise with clear 

waters, beautiful reefs & endless fun.
855-410-3911

keylargobaymarriott.com


