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One part coal. One part extreme. This is Darkside Ollie - the naughtiest app-controlled robot ever created. 

Rocket around at a floor-warping 14 MPH, pull off diabolical tricks, and smoke the competition. You can 

find Darkside Ollie at the top of the naughty list – and sold exclusively at gosphero.com. 

It’s time to upgrade your play.

LIKE COAL.
BUT FASTER.
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The uber-trendy Seoul neighborhood made 
famous by the “Gangnam Style” K-pop hit is 
known for status-conscious people, plastic 
surgery clinics and Ivy League prep schools. 
Now it’s making a name as a bustling center for 
tech startups.

Many young South Koreans, some educated 
overseas, are going to Gangnam to start mobile 
or Internet businesses. Venture capitalists from 
Silicon Valley and Japan are opening offices in the 
area to find promising Korean services or apps 
to bet their money on. Hardly a day passes in 
Gangnam without a meeting or event related to 
startup businesses.

As one of the most wired places on earth, Seoul 
has been a crucible for several startup scenes. The 
government is even aiming to make a town south 
of Seoul a Korean Silicon Valley. But it is in the 40 
square kilometers of land south of the Han river 
where the growth of Internet and mobile startups 
has been most evident and the related culture 
most vivid.

Despite its reputation as a beacon for the shallow 
and status-obsessed, Gangnam has a special 
significance in South Korea as the place where 
a globalized youth culture emerged from a 
generation that had opportunities to travel and 
study abroad. The present day Gangnam is still 
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seen as the place that brings foreign culture and 
ideas to the rest of the country.

“Gangnam has the best of the New York city and 
Silicon Valley,” said Steven Baek, a marketing 
director at FuturePlay, an incubator for startups.

Silicon Valley is “tech-centric, with a lot of nerdy 
and geeky people but it doesn’t have much 
diversity,” he said. “Gangnam’s benefit is diversity. 
New York has lots of fun clubs and rich consumer-
based culture like Gangnam but it doesn’t have 
many engineers.”

Another common reason for startups going to 
Gangnam is that everyone else is there, which 
makes networking effortless.

Near Gangnam’s Teheran-ro boulevard, many 
Gangnam startups, venture capitalists and startup 
incubators have opened offices in the past year, 
with more arriving in coming months. All three 
major media companies dedicated to covering 
startup stories are there too.

Around 2000, South Korea’s first wave of Internet 
companies dotted this 4-kilometer-long street. 
After the dot.com bubble burst, most of the 
big Internet portals and online game firms that 
survived moved to the south of Seoul, but left 
a legacy. Engineers and developers live near or 
in Gangnam and older entrepreneurs from the 
dot.com era became angel investors and startup 
mentors such as FuturePlay’s CEO Ryu Jung-hee.

Recent openings of two spaces for startups 
accelerated the startup boom and revived the 
Internet scene on Teheran-ro.

D.Camp opened in 2013 and Maru180 earlier 
this year a few blocks from Teheran-ro to rent 
cheap spaces to startup companies and investors. 
These Silicon Valley-style communal work spaces 
regularly host meet-ups. Maru even has showers 
and bunk beds. The spaces are designed to 
enable serendipitous, accidental meetings in 
communal areas.
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Next year, Google is opening its first campus 
in Asia in Gangnam, giving mentorship and 
offering spaces for entrepreneurs to hang 
out. South Korean Internet giant Naver is 
also opening a startup accelerator center in 
Gangnam early 2015.

For 35-year-old Johnny Oh, who grew up in a 
fishing town, Gangnam was a foreign world that 
filled him with envy and insecurity.

Encouraged by rich cousins from Gangnam, 
he moved to the area a decade ago and ran 
businesses dealing with Gangnam’s well-heeled 
residents, hung out in Gangnam clubs and made 
Gangnam friends.

When he quit a big telecom firm this summer 
to start a Cloud-based video editing app to 
challenge YouTube and Vine, setting up an office 
in Gangnam was a no brainer.

“They are consumers with far-reaching 
influence,” he said.

Many mobile apps and services that are 
developed in Gangnam are not just looking within 
South Korea.

Simon Lee, a 32-year-old entrepreneur, said his 
company’s namesake translation app Flitto, which 
uses volunteers to do translations within minutes, 
is taking on Google Translate. His two-year-old 
startup is planning expansion in China next year.

He said being located in Gangnam helps hiring 
for little-known startups. Public transportation is 
among the most convenient in Seoul and there 
are many hangout places like restaurants and 
clubs for after work hours.

Gangnam’s startup boom reflects a shifting 
perception on risk taking in South Korea, where 
the economy is dominated by big family-owned 
business groups.

Even just a few years ago, the word “startup” 
was unknown outside the tech circles. That 
has changed as a growing number of South 
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Korean startup entrepreneurs generate success 
stories of going public, selling their companies or 
winning big investments. Last month, a Goldman 
Sachs-led consortium announced a $36 million 
investment in Woowa Brothers Corp., operator of 
a food-delivery app located in broader Gangnam.

South Korea’s government is putting more 
taxpayer money behind young and risky 
entrepreneurs, not limited to Gangnam startups. 
The government plans to use a $181 million 
budget next year to make angel investments in 
early stage startups.
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Still missing in South Korea’s startup boom are big 
companies like Google, Facebook and Yahoo that 
snap up local startups.

Samsung, LG, SK and other South Korean 
conglomerates tend to overlook local startups 
and believe paying big money to buy a startup is 
an admission of failure, said Flitto’s Lee.

“Big companies do almost no M&As. They 
don’t want to admit they are inferior to 
startups,” he said.
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From the extraordinary Maggie Gyllenhaal-
starring miniseries “The Honorable Woman” on 
SundanceTV to Syfy’s goofy “Sharknado 2: The 
Second One,” TV delivered in 2014 - streaming, 
on cable and over the air.

Showtime’s “Homeland” roared back from last 
year’s muddle with a season of white-knuckle 
suspense. CBS’ “The Good Wife” killed off a main 
character to give the show its latest burst of life. 
FX’s “Sons of Anarchy” ended its seven-season 
run with explosive closure. HBO’s “Boardwalk 
Empire” wrapped its saga with a fascinating 
season that juggled three phases in the life of 
Atlantic City potentate Nucky Thompson.

AMC’s “Mad Men” teed up satisfyingly for its final 
round in 2015. Showtime’s “The Affair” gave fair 
warning against cheating on your spouse, while 
making such a misdeed seem irresistible.

And ABC’s “Scandal” was wackier than ever.

Consider them winning programs, one and all. 
But here are 10 that get a special nod:

- “black-ish” (ABC). The diversity of life is 
celebrated within the seeming confines of an 
upscale African-American family whose patriarch 
is determined to uphold a sense of cultural 
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identity for his four kids. Starring Anthony 
Anderson and Tracee Ellis Ross as his far-less-
fretful wife, it’s a smart comedy that addresses 
race, culture and class with a colorblind brand of 
relatability - plus plenty of laughs.

- “Fargo” (FX). This deliciously deranged series 
channeled the 1996 crime classic while setting 
off in fresh new tracks across the Minnesota 
tundra. Its brand-new crop of oddball characters 
was led by Billy Bob Thornton as Lorne Malvo, a 
sotto-voce psycho on a byzantine trail of deadly 
mischief. Black comedy never shone so bright.

- “Girlfriends’ Guide to Divorce” (Bravo). Truth 
may be stranger than fiction, but sometimes 
fiction is more true-to-life than truth. Exhibit A: 
This fine new comedy-drama, the first scripted 
series on a network identified with reality fare 
such as the “Real Housewives” franchise and 
“Millionaire Matchmaker.” Lisa Edelstein is a 
how-to author dispensing radiant advice for a 
successful family life while her own marriage is 
coming apart. You might call it an adult variation 
of “Sex and the City,” full of mature emotions 
and challenges (divorce isn’t for sissies), but also 
spiced with grown-up fun.

- “Gotham” (Fox). The comic book crowd can 
embrace it as an “origin” series about the lad 
who would grow up to become Batman. Fans of 
noir thrillers can savor the sleek storytelling and 
brooding stylishness. “Gotham” has everything: 
larger-than-life characters completely at home 
in the free-floating world of this crime-ridden 
city. A terrific cast (led by Ben McKenzie and 
Donal Logue) that plays the twisted narrative 
completely straight. And gorgeous production 
values. Were it on premium cable, this broadcast-
network series would be worth the price.

- “Jane the Virgin (CW). Jane Villanueva, a 
young Miami woman whose eyes are trained 
on professional success and whose knees 
have stayed virtuously clamped together, 
finds her plans upended after she’s mistakenly 
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impregnated with a specimen meant for 
someone else. After that, the show is as 
unpredictable as Jane’s life, and as big-hearted as 
she is. Based on a Venezuelan telenovela, it stars 
the effervescent Gina Rodriguez in a multicultural 
world that feels genuine yet buoyed with wonder.

- “Last Week Tonight with John Oliver” (HBO). 
A balm for the imminent pain of losing Comedy 
Central’s “The Colbert Report,” this weekly half-
hour swiftly proved itself with its in-depth looks-
plus-laughs at serious subjects that “serious” TV 
news routinely overlooks. Employing a style that’s 
been called “investigative comedy,” Oliver has 
applied his British brand of wry bemusement to 
gender-pay inequality, anti-gay laws in Uganda, 
exaggerated claims for Miss America scholarships 
and net neutrality. In these seminars-cum-
sermonettes, he’s hilarious and illuminating.

- “Nixon’s the One” (Online: http://harryshearer.
com ). At first glance, it might seem like a cheap 
shot tossed off as a bunch of comic sketches. 
But, no: Harry Shearer has dramatized the real-
life President Richard Nixon with an eye toward 
authenticity, not parody. Shearer mimics the man 
known to detractors as Tricky Dick in bizarre but 
actual interludes lifted word-for-word from the 
White House recordings Nixon secretly made - 
the very tapes whose revelations wrecked his 
presidency. In the series’ six half-hours, Shearer 
has reanimated scenes from Nixon’s Oval Office 
archive with tender, loving care while exposing 
them with full comic effect.

- “The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon” (NBC). 
What mattered when Jimmy Fallon took over 
from Jay Leno (and “The Tonight Show” returned 
to Manhattan after four decades) was this: Fallon 
just kept doing what he’d done so successfully 
as host of NBC’s “Late Night” - just bigger and 
better on this grander stage. He remained funny, 
gracious, bubbly and much-assured. Instantly 
“The Tonight Show” became, in effect, “The 
Jimmy Fallon Show.”
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- “Transparent” (Amazon Instant Video). Any 
family, no matter how seemingly stable, is 
just one revelation away from upheaval. The 
Pfeffermans are no different, especially when its 
patriarch, Mort, shocks his ex-wife and grown 
children by coming out as a would-be matriarch 
re-christened as Maura. With Jeffrey Tambor 
starring as a man on the search for womanhood, 
this transgender comedy is funny, poignant, 
perceptive and relatable as it explores the 
complexity of family dynamics as well as the far 
reaches of sexual identity.

- “True Detective” (HBO). A ghoulish 1995 
murder is investigated and solved by a pair 
of Louisiana State Police detectives. Or was 
it? Pressed by investigators in 2012, the by-
then-former partners are forced to relive the 
case, as well as their stormy relationship, amid 
growing doubt that the right man was charged 
years before. Matthew McConaughey and 
Woody Harrelson both were masterful in their 
bifurcated portrayals, while the tale was as 
consuming and dark as pitch.
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The computer scientist credited with inventing 
the World Wide Web says affordable access 
to the Internet should be recognized as a 
human right, as a report showed that billions of 
people still cannot go online and government 
surveillance and censorship are increasing.

Tim Berners-Lee said Thursday the Internet can 
help tackle inequality - but only if it comes with 
the rights to privacy and freedom of expression. 
The Briton, who launched the Web in 1990, made 
the remarks as he released his World Wide Web 
Foundation’s latest report tracking the Internet’s 
global impact.

The Web Index found that laws preventing mass 
online surveillance are weak or nonexistent in 
more than 84 percent of countries. It also said 
that almost 40 percent of surveyed countries 

WEB INVENTOR SAYS INTERNET 
SHOULD BE ‘HUMAN RIGHT’
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were blocking sensitive online content to a 
“moderate or extreme degree,” and that half 
of all Web users live in countries that severely 
restrict their rights online.

Almost 4.4 billion people - most of them in 
developing countries - still have no access to the 
Internet, the Web Index said.

“It’s time to recognize the Internet as a 
basic human right,” Berners-Lee said. “That 
means guaranteeing affordable access for all, 
ensuring Internet packets are delivered without 
commercial or political discrimination, and 
protecting the privacy and freedom of Web users 
regardless of where they live.”

Denmark, Finland, and Norway were ranked as 
top overall, meaning they were best at using 
the Internet for economic, political and social 
progress. At the bottom of a list of 86 countries 
were Yemen, Myanmar and Ethiopia.

Berners-Lee was working an engineer at the 
CERN laboratory in Geneva when he proposed 
the idea of a World Wide Web in 1989.
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THE FINANCIAL TIMES RECOGNIZES 
HIM EVEN IF TIME DOESN'T 

It has been a year of undoubted success for 
Apple CEO Tim Cook. Not only has 2014 seen 
a host of product and service launches and 
unveilings - including the iPhone 6, iPhone 6 
Plus, Apple Pay and Apple Watch - that have 
put the tech giant's critics in their place, but 
Cook also saw his company hit $700 billion 
market capitalization and, on a personal note, 
came out as gay.

This year was also the one in which Apple 
completed its $3 billion purchase of Beats 
and lured Burberry CEO Angela Ahrendts to 
head up the firm's retail channels. But was 
that enough to make him Time's Person of 
the Year, after he was named among such 
nominees as Taylor Swift, Vladimir Putin, 
Jack Ma, Roger Goodell and the Ferguson 
protestors?

No - that honor in fact went to the Ebola 
caregivers, who you might say are deserving 
winners on the basis of their continuing fight 
against the biggest outbreak of the disease in 
history that has already killed around 7,000 
people in West Africa.  However, that didn't 
prevent Cook being awarded the Financial 
Times' own Person of the Year gong - and it's 
difficult to begrudge his success.

FT EXPLAINS ITS REASONS FOR 
COOK'S ACCOLADE 

The FT said that both Cook's financial 
decisions relating to his company and such 
social decisions as his public confirmation of 
his sexuality contributed to the decision to 
make him its Person of the Year, commenting 
that "Financial success and dazzling new 
technology alone might have been enough" 
to land him the honor.

Image:   Marcio Jose Sanchez
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However, the newspaper continued that Cook 
was also set apart by his "brave exposition 
of his values", as "was never more powerful 
than when he talked publicly for the first time 
about his sexuality" - the latter making him 
the first openly gay Fortune 500 CEO.

Naturally, there were a lot of nominees on 
Time's list who had a decent case for winning. 
The Ferguson protestors, for instance, 
attracted the headlines after taking to the 
streets in response to a white police officer 
fatally shooting an unarmed black 18 year old.

Meanwhile, Swift's withdrawal of her music 
from the Spotify streaming service shook up 
her industry, and Masoud Barzani, the acting 
president of the Iraqi Kurdish Region since 
2005, was also named. So, what has Cook 
done in his third full year at the helm of the 
world's most valuable business?

COOK: MAKING A STAND FOR 
EQUALITY

Even if you look purely at the hardware and 
software that has been given an airing from the 
Cupertino stable this year, Cook has presided 
over an impressive 2014. But for many 
observers, the big factor in making him one of 
the people of the year was unquestionably 
his essay about equality, in which he publicly 
addressed his own sexuality for the first time.

Fair enough, so it wasn't a shock for most of 
us to hear of Cook's sexuality - that had long 
been an open secret. But this first official 
confirmation was still big news, which was 
also extremely well-received across social 

31

http://www.businessweek.com/articles/2014-10-30/tim-cook-im-proud-to-be-gay
http://www.businessweek.com/articles/2014-10-30/tim-cook-im-proud-to-be-gay
http://www.businessweek.com/articles/2014-10-30/tim-cook-im-proud-to-be-gay


media among such luminaries and colleagues 
as Bill Clinton, Satya Nadella, Philip Schiller 
and Eddy Cue. 

While making clear that he was not one for 
drawing attention to himself and wished 
for the story to be about the wider need for 
equality rather than his own personal life, 
Cook nonetheless admitted to have done 
much soul-searching on the issue, affirming 
his deep belief in the words of Dr. Martin 
Luther King: "Life's most persistent and urgent 
question is, 'What are you doing for others?'" 

Cook commented: "I often challenge myself 
with that question, and I've come to realize 
that my desire for personal privacy has been 
holding me back from doing something more 
important. That's what has led me to today."

He continued: "So let me be clear: I'm proud 
to be gay, and I consider being gay among the 
greatest gifts God has given me" - adding that 
it had "also given me the skin of a rhinoceros, 
which comes in handy when you're the CEO 
of Apple."

AHRENDTS AND BEATS ALSO COME 
ON BOARD

But as aforementioned, Cook's impact 
this year wasn't restricted to mere pro-
equality pronouncements. He also made 
many winning decisions in the Cupertino 
boardroom, chief among them the 
recruitment of Ahrendts in the spring.  She is 
the company's first Senior Vice President with 
responsibility for both retail and online stores.
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Prior to Ahrendts' arrival, John Browett had 
been head of retail, with Jennifer Bailey 
handling the firm's online stores. However, 
cultural incompatibilities led to Browett's 
exit after only about six months, while Bailey 
was shifted into another role, leaving the 
coast clear for the entry of the one-time Liz 
Claiborne Inc. vice president and Donna Karan 
International president.

Later the same month after Ahrendts began 
work, Apple confirmed that it was buying 
Beats Electronics and Beats Music in a $3 
billion deal.  Since then, it was launched a 
microsite celebrating the linkup, as the two 
companies have continued to integrate. Those 
who buy from the Beats range of products 
- which includes headphones, earphones, 
speakers and accessories - via the official 
website are now directed to the Apple Store.

A RECORD HIGH MARKET 
CAPITALIZATION 

As recently as late last month, came yet more 
great news for Cook: Apple stock ($AAPL) 
hitting the $700 billion milestone, making the 
Cupertino firm the first in the United States to 
achieve this feat. When the company's stock 
last peaked in 2012, it hovered around the 
$650 billion mark. Now, Cook can beam with 
pride at a share price that has risen by 50 per 
cent since January.
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That also gives Apple a winning margin of 
hundreds of billions over second-placed Exxon 
Mobile - which has a $400 billion market cap 
- in the ranking of the world's most valuable 
companies. While that's great news for Cook, 
it's also heartening investors who are now 
awaiting the release of the holiday quarter 
statistics to gauge how the company's latest 
products have been received. 

The answer to that question looks likely to 
be "very well indeed". 71 million iPhones will 
be sold in the holiday quarter, analyst Ming-
Chi Kuo has estimated, while the Apple Pay 
payments service and the yet-to-be-released 
- but nonetheless eagerly-awaited - Apple 
Watch would seem to offer plenty of scope 
for monetization.

A TRULY WORTHY 'PERSON OF
THE YEAR' 

Such healthy stock market figures are 
despite Cook's well-publicized suggestion 
to one audience member at Apple's annual 
shareholder meeting in February that they 
"should get out of the stock" if they disagreed 
with his priorities for running the company.

It was a show of passion that the public had 
rarely seen from Cook since he succeeded 
the late Steve Jobs as Apple CEO in late 
2011. Bristling with anger, he reminded 
his inquisitor that "We do things for other 
reasons than a profit motive, we do things 
because they are right and just". In areas 
ranging from renewable energy and human 
rights to accessible for people with special 

Image:   Paul Sakuma
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needs, Cook made pretty clear that "I don't 
think about the bloody ROI."

That event set the tone for a year in which 
Cook truly stepped out of the shadow of 
his celebrated predecessor, stamping his 
own values and priorities on the corporate 
success story that he inherited from Jobs.  
Now, Apple is likely to be as associated with 
its sense of social responsibility and greater 
collaborative verve as it is with wonderful 
new technologies like Apple Pay and the 
company's debut wearable.

In contrast with the beginning of the 
year, very few Wall Street or Silicon Valley 
observers are still questioning whether Apple 
can cope in the post-Jobs era. In fact, it's 
positively thriving - and that's in no small part 
thanks to the FT's - and many other people's - 
Person of the Year.  

by Benjamin Kerry & Gavin Lenaghan

Image:   Ashley Gilbertson
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A nation, a workplace, an ethnicity, a passion, an 
outsized personality. The people who comprise 
these things, who fawn or rail against them, are 
behind Merriam-Webster’s 2014 word of the 
year: culture. The word joins Oxford Dictionaries’ 
“vape,” a darling of the e-cigarette movement, 
and “exposure,” declared the year’s winner at 
Dictionary.com during a time of tragedy and fear 
due to Ebola. Merriam-Webster based its pick 
and nine runners-up on significant increases in 
lookups this year over last on Merriam-Webster.
com, along with notable, often culture-driven - if 
you will - spikes of concentrated interest.

In the No. 2 spot is “nostalgia,” during a year of 
big 50th anniversaries pegged to 1964: the start 
of the free speech movement, the passage of the 
Civil Rights Act, the birth of the Ford Mustang and 
the British Invasion heralded by the landing of the 
Beatles on U.S. soil for the first time.

MERRIAM-WEBSTER 
NAMES ‘CULTURE’ 
WORD OF THE YEAR
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Nostalgia was followed by insidious, legacy, 
feminism and a rare multiword phrase that can 
be looked up in total, in a foreign language at 
that: the French “je ne sais quoi.” The Springfield, 
Massachusetts-based dictionary giant filters out 
perennial favorites when picking word of the 
year, but does that formula leave them chasing 
language fads?

“We’re simply using the word culture more 
frequently,” said Peter Sokolowski, editor at large 
for Merriam-Webster. “It may be a fad. It may not. 
It may simply be evolution.” Sokolowski noted 
that the reasons words are looked up aren’t just 
about not knowing what they mean. Sometimes, 
he said, we seek inspiration or a way to check in 
on ourselves. Of more than 100 million lookups 
on the website each month and a similar number 
on the company’s app, culture enjoyed a 15 
percent year-over-year increase. Percentage-wise, 
it doesn’t sound like much, but the raw number 
in that stratosphere is large, Sokolowski said. He 
wouldn’t disclose actual numbers, though, citing 
the proprietary nature of that data for a company 
still privately held. Sokolowski is a lexicographer, 
not a mind reader, so his observations about why 
any single word takes off in terms of lookups is 
well-informed but theoretical.

“The word culture’s got a cultural story. We 
have noticed for years that culture has a cyclical 
spike every year at around Labor Day. That is 
to say back to school time during the month 
of September, so we’ve been watching this 
word spike at that time for years,” he said by 
telephone from Springfield. “In recent years 
we’ve seen similar spikes at the end of semesters              
during finals.”

But traffic throughout the year indicates that 
culture is a “chameleon,” Sokolowski said. 
“When you put it next to another word it 
means something very different. For example, 
`consumer culture’ or ̀ rape culture,’ which we’ve 
been reading about lately.”
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There’s the “culture of transparency” in 
government and business, and “celebrity culture,” 
and the “culture of winning” in sports, he noted. 
“It’s a word that can be very specific, like ̀ test 
prep culture,’ or it can be very, very broad, like 
`coffee culture.’” One standout reference that 
caught Sokolowski’s eye in The New Yorker’s 
December issue is from a new book, 

“How Google Works,” which includes a 
description of a software fix by a few engineers 
that made ads more relevant on the search 
engine: “It wasn’t Google’s culture that turned 
those five engineers into problem-solving ninjas 
who changed the course of the company over 
the weekend,” wrote the authors, former Google 
CEO Eric Schmidt and former head of product 
development Jonathan Rosenberg. “Rather it 
was the culture that attracted the ninjas to the 
company in the first place.”

Before the word culture exploded, Sokolowski 
said, “we used to talk about ̀ society’ a lot. Certain 
groups are taking ̀ society’ out of their names 
now. It seems to be receding. Part of that seems 
to be because it’s elitist. We’re using the word 
culture more frequently in that place.”

Not all lookup spikes are quite that complex. 
The reason “je ne sais quoi” landed at No. 6, for 
instance, is “dead simple,” he said.

The fast-food drive-in chain Sonic, known for TV 
spots featuring two goofy dudes eating in a car, 
had them munching on boneless chicken wings in 
September.

“I’ve finally found myself a wingman,” goofy guy 
No. 1 says of the wings he hopes will make him a 
chick magnet. “Oh right,” sneers goofy guy No. 2, 
“gonna give you that certain je ne sais quoi.”

Responds No. 1: “Jenna said what?”

They mine the word play a couple more times, 
but you get the picture.
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“Since September when this ad came out this 
word has been close to the Top 10 or in the 
Top 10 of our lookups almost every single day,” 
Sokolowski said.

Fast-food aside, he called this year’s list a 
relatively sober one. Insidious, for example, 
received a bump early in the year when a new 
trailer was released for “Insidious: Chapter 3,” a 
prequel in the horror film franchise “Insidious,” 
out in June. The word surfaced in a big way 
again, on Oct. 8, when a Texas hospital released 
a statement on the death of Thomas Eric 
Duncan, the first confirmed Ebola patient in the         
United States. 

The statement spoke of his courageous battle 
and the hospital’s profound sadness when he 
“succumbed to an insidious disease, Ebola.”

Rounding out the Top 10 are innovation, 
surreptitious, autonomy and morbidity.

“This is a fairly sober list. It was a fairly sober 
year,” he concluded.
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JAMES PATTERSON 
DONATING TO 
INDEPENDENT 
BOOKSTORES
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Thanks to a holiday windfall, Left Bank Books 
in St. Louis plans to install a security system 
and possibly update its phones. Strand Book 
Store in New York City is looking to sponsor 
field trips that will bring in students from low                         
income neighborhoods.

The extra cash comes courtesy of million-selling 
author and literary patron James Patterson, who 
announced Monday that he has given $473,000 
to 81 independent sellers around the country 
in the third round of his campaign to keep local 
stores in business. Since launching the program 
a year ago, he has given more than $1 million to 
178 sellers. The money is dispersed in response 
to specific requests, such as a letter from Left 
Bank that said Patterson’s donation would allow 
the store to “breathe a huge sigh of relief as we 
invest the money we make selling books back into       
our community.”

During a recent telephone interview with The 
Associated Press, Patterson said, “There aren’t 
a lot of positive stories about bookstores and 
publishing these days, so it’s nice to have a 
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positive one, especially when it draws attention 
to individual stores.” 

Even before Patterson stepped up to help, 
independent sellers had been rebounding from 
what seemed a permanent slide set off by the 
expansion of the Barnes & Noble and Borders 
superstore chains and hastened by the rise of 
Amazon.com. Since 2009, core membership of 
the American Booksellers Association, the trade 
group for independent sellers, has increased by 
more than 200. Some independents are even 
adding second or third stores, most recently the 
Illinois-based   Anderson’s Bookshop.

But Patterson remains worried about the future 
for independent bookstores, citing a common 
opinion that the current improvement is at least 
partly due to the fall of Borders and the relative 
reluctance of kids to switch to e-books. 

He says he’s concerned not just by the power of 
Amazon, which controls some 40 percent of the 
book market, but also by the status of reading     
in general.

“It’s crazy that so few people are buying books 
for their kids,” said Patterson, who also sponsors 
a variety of initiatives to increase youth literary 
and donate books to troops, stores and libraries. 
His website, jamespatterson.com, recommends 
books from a number of authors, including Junot 
Diaz, Toni Morrison and William Manchester.

Patterson had planned the current round of 
bookstore donations to be his last, but he told the 
AP that more donations are coming in 2015 and 
that an “ambitious plan to help school libraries” is 
in the works.

“In terms of my charities’ effectiveness, I know 
that a couple of hundred bookstores, thousands 
of student teachers, and hundreds of thousands 
of kids who received books from me in schools 
are better off for it,” he said. “From my point of 
view, that’s hard to beat.”
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Despite all their wealth and brainpower, 
technology companies realize they need help 
identifying and recruiting more women, blacks 
and Latinos who can write computer code, design 
websites and build mobile applications.

Some of the entrepreneurs and activists eager to 
assist them showed up Wednesday at a diversity 
summit organized by longtime civil rights leader 
Jesse Jackson and his Rainbow Push organization. 
They want to build on the momentum Jackson 
created this year when he got Silicon Valley 
leaders such as Google, Facebook and Apple 
to acknowledge that they haven’t been doing 
enough to make their workforces look more like 
the overall population.

Here’s a look at a few catalysts for change:

PEOPLE WORKING TO CHANGE THE 
FACE OF THE TECH INDUSTRY
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TECHNOLOGY DRILL SERGEANTS

When Gregorio Rojas was interviewing people for 
engineering jobs at TMZ.com in Los Angeles, he 
was shocked and disappointed that there weren’t 
more applications from women, Latinos and 
blacks. It didn’t make sense to him or his wife, 
Liliana Monge, given that the jobs were located 
in a diverse city. They decided to do something 
about it 14 months ago by starting Sabia.la, a 
“boot camp” for computer coding. It was a cause 
easy for the couple to embrace because both of 
them immigrated to the U.S. when they were 
children. Rojas, now 39, came from Colombia and 
Monge, now 37, from Mexico.

Sabia.la holds intensive training sessions over 
20 weekends to make it easier for mothers 
raising children and other people with jobs 
during the week to attend. As of Dec. 19, 22 
students will have made it through a grueling 
curriculum that requires about 700 hours of 
computer code. Half of Sabia’s graduates so 
far have been minorities, according to Monge. 
At $9,450, Sabia’s tuition isn’t cheap, but the 
money has generated solid returns so far. All of 
Sabia’s graduates have gotten full-time jobs or 
internships at technology companies.

“In a city like Los Angeles, it’s not hard to find 
people who realize the opportunities that 
technology can afford them,” Monge said. “Now, 
it’s incumbent on all of us to keep the pressure 
on technology companies and make sure 
improvement happens.”

TAPPING THE COLLEGE PIPELINE

After graduating from Harvard University, Laura 
Weidman Powers decided to get her graduate 
degree at Stanford University. There she realized 
that Silicon Valley had a diversity problem. As an 
African-American, she was struck by how few 
blacks and Latinos attended technology industry 
networking events. That’s the main reason 
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she is co-founder and now CEO of Code2040, 
a nonprofit that lines up summer internships 
at technology companies for black and Latino 
college students from across the country.

In the past three summers, Code2040 has placed 
50 students in internships at companies such 
as Facebook, LinkedIn and SurveyMonkey. Each 
internship must pay a minimum of $1,000 per 
week. Virtually all of Code2040’s internships have 
led to full-time jobs so far, Powers said.

Code2040’s name refers to the year that most of 
the U.S. population is projected to be comprised 
of minorities. Powers is trying to ensure it’s not 
2040 by the time major technology companies 
are employing workforces that better reflect the 
general population.

MAKING CONNECTIONS

After selling a location-sharing application 
that he created for mobile devices, Wayne 
Sutton decided he wanted to help other 
African-American entrepreneurs succeed in 
technology. He moved from his native North 
Carolina to San Francisco two years ago and 
is now raising money for a $5 million fund at 
Buildup.vc. He is earmarking the money to 
invest in early-stage startups run by minorities 
beginning next year. Besides bankrolling good 
ideas, Sutton also intends to provide advice 
and connect the entrepreneurs with other key 
players in Silicon Valley.

“To succeed in tech, you need three things: 
access, education and wealth,” Sutton said.

A RAY OF HOPE

It’s tough growing up in East Palo Alto, California, 
a city with much higher crime rates and much 
lower household incomes than neighboring 
communities such as Mountain View, the home 
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of Internet search leader Google and Menlo 
Park, where social networking leader Facebook 
is headquartered. With StreetCode Academy, 
Olatunde Sobomehin is trying to build a road to a 
better life for teenagers and young adults living in 
East Palo Alto.

Since the summer, the program has been 
teaching computer coding and other technology 
training to East Palo residents between the ages 
14 and 24. About 150 people, mostly black, 
Latino and Polynesian, have enrolled so far.

“No matter where these kids look - whether it’s 
to the east, west, north or south, they are seeing 
people all around who have it better than they 
do,” Sobomehin said. “We want to change that.”
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One of the “E.T.” Atari game cartridges unearthed 
this year from a heap of garbage buried deep in 
the New Mexico desert has been added to the 
video game history collection at the Smithsonian.

Museum specialist Drew Robarge made the 
announcement Monday in a blog post. He 
included a photograph of the crinkled cartridge 
along with the official serial number assigned 
to the game by the city of Alamogordo, New 
Mexico.

The game was one of hundreds recovered at the 
city’s landfill last spring as a team of documentary 
filmmakers investigated a decades-old urban 
legend that centered on Atari secretly dumping 
the cartridges. The “E.T.” game had the reputation 
of being the worst game ever, and it contributed 
to the demise of the company.

ATARI’S ‘E.T.’ GAME 
JOINS SMITHSONIAN 
COLLECTION

Image: Mark Wilson 
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Robarge said the Smithsonian has some amazing 
artifacts that represent big moments in video 
game history, including Ralph Baer’s “Brown Box” 
prototype for the first video game console and 
a Pong arcade cabinet. However, missing was 
something that represented what he called “the 
darkest days” of the early 1980s when the U.S. 
video game industry crashed.

He describes the “E.T.” cartridge as a defining 
artifact, saying it tells a story about the challenges 
of adapting blockbuster movies to video 
games and the end of an era in video game 
manufacturing.

“All of these possible interpretations make for a 
rich and complicated object,” he said. “As they 
say, one man’s trash is another man’s treasure.”

Image: AP Photo/Juan Carlos Llorca
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Members of the film crew that sparked the dig at 
the Alamogordo landfill said they were excited to 
get the call from the museum.

“Just saying the name Smithsonian resonates 
throughout the world, and to be part this dig 
and an iconic museum like the Smithsonian with 
something that we created and researched and 
actually had come to fruition is pretty amazing,” 
said Gerhard Runken of Fuel Entertainment.

The documentary debuted on Xbox last month, 
but it’s too soon to say when the “E.T.” cartridge 
might go on display or be worked into an exhibit 
at the Smithsonian. The museum also has hard 
hats and a vest from the historic dig.
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DIRECTOR SIR PETER JACKSON LOOKS 
TO END ON A HIGH

If there is one man other than J. R. R. Tolkien 
who is responsible for leaving us intimately 
acquainted with Middle-earth, it has to be 
the British director and producer, Sir Peter 
Jackson. As the main man behind The Lord 
of the Rings film trilogy from 2001 to 2003, 
followed by The Hobbit trilogy - the first 
movie of which was released in 2012 - it'll be 
odd to see his association come to an end 
with the final installment, The Hobbit: The 
Battle of the Five Armies. 

The latest addition to the iconic series of epic 
fantasy adventure films based on Tolkien's 
1937 novel The Hobbit - and serving as 
George Lucas-style prequels to The Lord of 
the Rings - certainly has much to commend it. 

That certainly seems to be the view of the 
British public, with the film having already 
opened there ahead of a December 17 
release here in the United States.  The 
movie's three-day opening of £9.75m in the 
UK constituted the second-biggest weekend 
of the year, behind only the £10.32m - plus 
£2.33m in previews - mustered by The Hunger 
Games: Mockingjay Part 1.

Crucially, that figure also placed Five Armies 
4 per cent ahead of the last Hobbit film, 
The Desolation of Smaug, which managed 
£9.33m. The series debut, An Unexpected 
Journey, managed £9.51m on its opening 
weekend, grossing £52.33m in total in the 
UK. That's the benchmark that Five Armies 
must aim for, given how Smaug only reached 
£42.92m at its last count.
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THE JOURNEY TAKEN BY THE HOBBIT 
SO FAR

The Hobbit films were initially intended to 
be a mere two-part series, only for Jackson 
to eventually announce a third. Although 
the 1937 Hobbit novel obviously forms the 
bulk of the inspiration for the corresponding 
movies, the appendices to Tolkien's third and 
final novel in The Lord of the Rings trilogy, The 
Return of the King, have also been used for 
portions of the film trilogy. 

Sure enough, those appendices have provided 
valuable content for Five Armies, which as its 
title suggests, also contains the Battle of the 
Five Armies itself.  That skirmish marks the 
climax of the novel and is fought by the Orcs 
and the Wargs of Moria, Gundabad and the 
Misty Mountains against the Men of the Long 
Lake, the Elves of Mirkwood, the Dwarves on 
and near the Lonely Mountain and the great 
Eagles of the Misty Mountains.

Drawing on an ensemble cast of Martin 
Freeman (hobbit Bilbo Baggins), Ian 
McKellen (Gandalf the Grey), Richard 
Armitage (Thorin Oakenshield) and the 
dragon Smaug (Benedict Cumberbatch), 
among others, the films take place in the 
fictional Middle-earth some 60 years before 
The Lord of the Rings trilogy begins.

With the original Lord of the Rings film 
trilogy having grossed some $2.92 billion 
worldwide and the three Hobbit movies 
raking in a further $2 billion or so thus far, 
both commercial and critical expectations are 
undoubtedly high for Five Armies.
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ALL OF THE INGREDIENTS FOR 
SUCCESS

Five Armies seemingly has all of the 
qualities required to tear up the box office. 
It's part of a hugely commercially successful 
and critically acclaimed film series, and 
the right names are behind it - not only 
Jackson in the director's chair and Freeman 
in the starring role, but also the likes of 
Fran Walsh, Philippa Boyens and Guillermo 
del Toro handling the screenplay and 
Evangeline Lilly, Lee Pace and Luke Evans 
among the cast members. 

Ask Jackson about what else is 
strengthening Five Armies' chances, and 
it is the sheer amount of mayhem that he 
is now able to afflict on Middle-earth that 
he is particularly excited about. As he has 
put it: "It's the first time we've got to kill 
dwarves. It's hard to get any emotional 
power in a film unless you are able to 
actually kill some of your main characters. 
We've been hampered with that in the first 
two Hobbit movies. But at least we have a 
good dwarf death toll in the third one."

As usual, the plot centers around home-
loving Bilbo, who is dragged out of his 
burrow to assist an army of dwarves 
attempting to retake their mountain abode 
from the havoc-wreaking dragon. Not only 
do we see the dispatch of the dragon in that 
gorgeously detailed CGI that is possible in 
feature-length fantasy adventures these 
days, but we are also treated to the sight 
of dwarves, elves, eagles, humans and orcs 
sparring in one, final, cataclysmic battle.
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GREAT PROGRESS IN MORE WAYS 
THAN ONE 

Looking back on his adventures through 
Middle-earth in a recent interview, it was clear 
to Jackson just how much progress has been 
made since not only the first Lord of the Rings 
movie, but also the first Hobbit flick. 

Certainly, there has been a big advance in 
the digital technology available to directors 
like Jackson, who observed that at the time 
of the first Lord of the Rings, even CGI water 
and fire was impossible. Compare this to 
the very start of Five Armies, which sees a 
spectacular Lake-town dragon attack. The 
film is a truly stunning three-dimensional 
and 48-frames-per-second masterpiece, 
packing a lot of graphical majesty into its 
relatively brief 144 minutes. 

However, eagle-eyed fantasy fans will also 
notice that the new film doesn't chart a 
journey like its two predecessors, the action 
instead generally all taking place at the Lonely 
Mountain of Erebor.  Risking a disgruntled 
response from New Zealand tourism chiefs, 
Jackson has declared his joy of no longer having 
to "do any big helicopter shots" of people 
walking across the country's landscapes. 

However, one other area in which The Hobbit 
has certainly progressed is in its dramatic and 
emotional punch. Jackson has expressed a 
particular fondness for the thriller-like quality 
of Five Armies, explaining that he "enjoyed 
being able to be sharper and crank the 
tension up and up and up and up until the 
battle breaks out."
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Freeman concurs, adding that "I always like 
dark tones anyway. I like playing light and I like 
playing comedy, but my natural inclination is 
very often not toward that... I like stretching 
out. I kind of feel very fulfilled when acting 
not happy."

JACKSON REFLECTS ON HIS MIDDLE-
EARTH SWANSONG 

That increasingly dark mood over the course 
of The Hobbit films is no accident - Jackson 
claiming that it is part of the deliberate 
segueing of the saga into the more grown-up 
feel of The Lord of the Rings trilogy.

Looking back on his own journey through 
Middle-earth, Jackson has said that 
"Ultimately these movies will be judged in 
decades to come as a six-film series that will 
start with the first Hobbit film and finish with 
[the final Lord of the Rings movie] Return 
of the King. If we'd made The Hobbit first, 
we'd have probably made it much more like 
a young children's story, which is how the 
book's written."

Jackson isn't completely finished with The 
Hobbit just yet - after all, he does still need 
to assemble half an hour of further material 
for the new movie's extended cut. After that, 
though, it really will be time for the Heavenly 
Creatures, King Kong and The Lovely Bones 
director to bring an end to a decade-and-a-
half association with Middle-earth.
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A TRULY 'UNEXPECTED' JOURNEY 

It has been quite a journey - "unexpected" 
might be understating it, in fact - not least 
given how completely Game of Thrones 
has transformed widespread attitudes to 
fantasy films. 

"I always used to get very annoyed", Jackson 
said, "because if you were a filmmaker making 
a fantasy film, it was like a license to be a little 
bit silly, a little bit lightweight and comical. It 
was almost like you couldn't treat it with any 
degree of seriousness." 

He has expressed hopes that The Lord of 

the Rings and The Hobbit film trilogies 
have played their own part in changing 
perceptions, in making it clear that "you don't 
have to treat fantasy that way. You can give it 
the respect that it deserves."

However Five Armies is ultimately received 
at the United States box office, one thing 
that it certainly will receive is respect - and 
that owes much to the considerable past 
accomplishments of Jackson and his cast 
and crew.  

by Benjamin Kerry & Gavin Lenaghan
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‘BIRDMAN,’ 
‘BUDAPEST’

TOP CRITICS’
CHOICE NOMS

“Birdman,” “Boyhood” and a host of now regulars 
on the awards circuit were among the top films 
listed in the 20th Critics’ Choice Movie Awards 
nominations Monday, but it was Wes Anderson’s 
darkly whimsical “The Grand Budapest Hotel” 
that surprised with 11 nominations. In addition 
to nods for the film, the direction, the script and 
the cinematography, star Ralph Fiennes was also 
recognized in two acting categories: best actor 
and best actor in a comedy.

Though beloved by critics and a box office 
success, “The Grand Budapest Hotel” was seen as 
a dark horse in the awards race due in part to its 
March release date. But after earning four Golden 
Globe nominations last week, the quirky film 
could be rising in awards stature as Hollywood 
awaits the start of Oscar nominations voting.
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“Birdman” scored the most nominations, though, 
with 13 in categories such as best picture and 
best director. Lead Michael Keaton and his co-
stars Emma Stone and Edward Norton all scored 
acting nods as well. The dark showbiz comedy 
also recently earned the most nominations for 
the Screen Actors Guild Awards and the Golden 
Globe Awards.

Richard Linklater’s 12-year film “Boyhood” 
got eight nominations, including best picture, 
director, best supporting actor and actress 
for Ethan Hawke and Patricia Arquette, and            
best ensemble.

The Broadcast Film Critics Association also 
recognized “Gone Girl,” “The Imitation 
Game,” “Selma,” “The Theory of Everything,” 
“Nightcrawler,” “Unbroken” and “Whiplash” with 
multiple nominations, including best picture.

For the most part, the major acting nominees 
matched that of the recent awards nominations 
including Benedict Cumberbatch (“The Imitation 
Game”), Eddie Redmayne (“The Theory of 
Everything”), Reese Witherspoon (“Wild”) and 
Julianne Moore (“Still Alice”).

Notably, Angelina Jolie, whose “Unbroken” was 
shut out of Globes nominations, picked up a best 
directing nod here in addition to Ava DuVernay 
(“Selma”) and David Fincher (“Gone Girl”).

The Critics’ Choice Awards have a solid track 
record of matching the eventual best picture 
Oscar winner. They also honor achievements in 
genre films including action, comedy and sci-fi/
horror, and include categories such as best young 
actor and actress, allowing for movies such as 
“Edge of Tomorrow,” “22 Jump Street” and “The 
Babadook” to sneak into the mix.

Awards will be presented live from Hollywood 
on Jan. 15. Jessica Chastain, Kevin Costner and 
Ron Howard will all receive special awards during 
the ceremony, hosted by “Live with Kelly and 
Michael’s” Michael Strahan.
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“ANNIE” IS A
HARD KNOCK, NO
FUN ADAPTATION

It’s impossible to talk about “Annie” without 
admitting up front when you first experienced 
John Huston’s 1982 film. For adults at the time, it 
was a spectacular disaster, thanks in large part to 
the bizarre direction of Huston. For kids, one of 
whom was me, it might as well be up there with 
“The Sound of Music” as a musical classic. This 
is why kids don’t write movie reviews but it also 
helps to remind that sometimes it won’t even 
occur to them that the movie they’re watching    
is bad.

In that way, perhaps this new version of “Annie” 
is the update we all deserve: a flawed movie 
that kids will inexplicably take to. But, with such 
a wealth of innovative and heartfelt family fare 
in both the animated and live-action realms,        
why bother?

The best that can be said of this new version is 
that Will Gluck and company have certainly made 
the story, and most of the songs, their own. But, 
aside from originality points, this new “Annie” 
is a charmless and grossly materialistic bore, 
especially for now-adults of a certain age who still 
hold the ‘82 version in high regard.

85



86



“Annie” has always been a strange beast, with its 
grand New Deal politics juxtaposed with the tale 
of a rich savoir taking in a plucky orphan. Here, 
Annie (Quvenzhané Wallis) is a foster kid living 
with a handful of pre-teen girls under the lazy 
supervision of Hannigan (Cameron Diaz) in her 
Harlem apartment.

Diaz, channeling an early Christina Aguilera with 
her cheap hoop earrings and messily crimped 
hair, talk-yells at the girls with such an unnatural 
shrill that it fails at being cruel, comedic, or 
drunken. This is no Carol Burnett slapstick.

But nothing actually seems that bad for Annie. 
She and her foster friends are all clothed and fed 
and attending clean, friendly schools. They even 
seem to mostly like Hannigan except when she 
makes them clean. A hard knock life, indeed.

This is not the dire, hopeless situation of a 
blighted Depression-era orphanage. Still, Annie 
wants out and is determined to find the parents 
she believes exist. Fine, fair.

On one of her many solo jaunts, she runs into 
billionaire Will Stacks (Jamie Foxx), an affectless, 
Bloombergian cellphone titan in the midst of 
a mayoral campaign. In Annie, his team (Rose 
Byrne and Bobby Cannavale) sees an opportunity 
to make the disconnected mogul more relatable 
to the common voter. All they need is a few press-
friendly moments with the cute foster kid from 
the wrong side of the tracks.

We all know the story by now. What starts as 
a tactic turns real as Stacks realizes he can care 
for another being. It’s how they get there that’s      
the problem.

Gluck, who made the delightful, self-aware teen 
comedy “Easy A,” proves inept at staging and 
filming the movie’s musical numbers. There is 
hardly any choreography to speak of - in one 
number Byrne just sways back and forth as the 
camera flies overhead grandiosely as though this 
was a Busby Berkeley setup - and the singing, 
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across the board, is on-key mediocrity, even 
though the auto tuning does its best to obscure 
everyone’s natural sound.

Wallis, who displayed preternatural talent and 
strength at the tender age of five in “Beasts of 
the Southern Wild,” has been directed to play 
11-year-old Annie as a self-assured brat. She is 
unfazed by authority figures and is the type of kid 
who will just take the stage at a swanky charity 
event and burst into song. In this version, Annie 
also becomes a social media celebrity.

She and Foxx share a few sweet moments, 
but their connection mostly comes across 
as superficial - as does nearly everything in              
this movie.

This “Annie” was supposed to be for a new 
generation. In the harsh light of 2014, it’s never 
looked so dated.

“Annie,” a Sony release, is rated PG by the Motion 
Picture Association of America “for some mild 
language and rude humor.” Running time: 118 
minutes. One and a half stars out of four.

MPAA definition of PG: Parental guidance 
suggested. Some material may not be suitable   
for children.
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GIFT GUIDE: 5 FITNESS TRACKERS 
OFFER WIDE RANGE
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There are several fitness trackers to choose from, 
varying in what they measure and how easy they 
are to use. Here are five, ranked from budget to 
sophisticated, to give you a sense of the range 
available. By no means are these the only good 
offerings out there.

The basic ones are going to feel more like 
bracelets the width of a bandage. The last two 
resemble watches and have larger displays for 
advanced features, including heart-rate tracking. 
But they also may feel big on smaller hands.

91



BUDGET TRACKER: JAWBONE UP MOVE 
($50, OR $65 WITH WRISTBAND, FREE 
APP FOR iOS, ANDROID):

This device feels cheap - because it is. The Move 
comes with a clip to attach to your waist, but you 
have to pay extra for a wristband, including a slim-
width version for women. The wristband isn’t 
easy to secure, but you can’t beat the price.

You get most of the features available with pricier 
Up models. That includes basics such as steps 
and distance traveled, calories burned and sleep 
patterns. Last year’s Up 24 ($130) is slimmer and 
more stylish, but I found the Move’s performance 
to be about the same as the 24, at least when 
using the wristband. The upcoming Up 3 ($180) 
will also have a heart-rate monitor and additional 
sleep tracking.

With many of these fitness trackers, don’t expect 
a high degree of accuracy. Because the Move and 
the 24 count steps based on arm movement, I 
got credited with a half-mile from heavy clapping 
during Act 2 of “The Nutcracker.” They also logged 
a 5.5-mile run as more than eight miles. With 
a rival device, the Fitbit Charge, I also got extra 
credit for washing the dishes, even with my feet 
stationary. These devices are good for those new 
to fitness, but serious athletes will want more.

None of the Up models has a display, though the 
Move uses an odd system of blinking lights to 
show how far you are toward your goal.
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BASIC, BUT FUNCTIONAL: FITBIT 
CHARGE ($130, FREE APP FOR iOS, 
ANDROID, WINDOWS):

This device is for you if you’re looking to do 
nothing. Well, you still need to get off the 
couch, but the device automatically counts your 
footsteps and rewards you for hitting various 
milestones. For instance, you get a virtual Penguin 
March badge once you hit 70 miles - the distance 
emperor penguins make annually to their 
breeding grounds. The Charge also automatically 
detects how long you sleep and looks for signs of 
restlessness during the night. Many other devices, 
including the Ups, require you to manually switch 
to night mode for this analysis.

The Charge doesn’t go too far beyond the basics. 
But coming soon: a $150 Charge HR model will 
have heart-rate tracking, while a $250 Surge 
model will also have GPS for more accurate 
distance logging. The Surge will also offer music 
playback controls and text notifications, while 
all three show you who’s trying to call you when 
paired with a nearby phone.
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PHONE COMPANION: SONY 
SMARTBAND (STARTS AT $100, FREE 
APP FOR ANDROID ONLY):

Sony’s fitness devices work with the company’s 
Lifelog app, which is available only for Android.

The app isn’t as clean or friendly as what you 
get with Jawbone or Fitbit, but it’s great for 
those who are data hungry. The app tracks not 
only your fitness activities but also your phone 
interactions - not that you really need a reminder 
that you checked the weather at 1:01 p.m. Relive 
your day by pressing a “play” button. The stick 
figure starts walking or running, for instance, as 
the app scrolls through those parts of the day.

The SmartBand Talk ($170) lets you make calls 
from your wrist and see bits of texts and other 
message notifications that come to your phone. 
The regular SmartBand ($100) lacks calling and 
messages and has no display. Everything gets 
viewed on the app. Sleep analysis is automatic 
on the Talk.
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MORE SOPHISTICATED: BASIS PEAK 
($200, FREE APP FOR iOS, ANDROID):

Everything’s automatic with the Peak, as with 
the Fitbit devices. A heart-rate monitor logs your 
pulse continually during exercise. Sensors even 
measure skin temperature and perspiration. The 
catch is the device needs to be snug around your 
wrist, or it won’t work right.

The Peak skirts the distance-accuracy issue by 
showing only footsteps taken - not an estimated 
distance. My running pace is presented as steps 
per minute rather than the usual miles per 
minute. That information isn’t very useful for 
me. Its app also annoys me in breaking up fitness 
activities into several segments whenever I take a 
short break - to cross the street, for instance.

But when I do find my various segments, I can get 
more details by tapping on the various charts and 
using my fingers to expand them. Apps for many 
other devices tend to me more limiting in what 
they present.

As with most consumer heart-rate monitors, 
readings will be off here and there. These devices 
are best used for tracking patterns over time.

The Peak tries to keep you motivated by 
rewarding you for habits such as getting eight 
hours of sleep at least twice a week. The Peak 
is supposed to offer message notifications, too, 
with a software update coming soon.
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PERSONAL COACH: ADIDAS FIT SMART 
($199, FREE APP FOR iOS, ANDROID):

Nothing’s automatic with this device. You need 
to manually start and stop tracking - which 
makes it more accurate, but also more work 
on your part. Unfortunately, the interface is 
clunky, and everything seems to take more 
steps than necessary.

Distances were inaccurate at first, but the Fit 
Smart makes it easier than most to calibrate. I 
told the device what the distance of a given run 
should have been, and readings have been fairly 
reliable since then. It’s also automatic if you do 
a 12-minute assessment workout while carrying 
your phone.

The power of the Fit Smart is in Adidas’ free 
companion workout programs. You set that up 
through the miCoach app. With running, you 
enter your goals and the date of your upcoming 
race. The app’s calendar then fills up with training 
runs and strengthening exercises to do. A voice 
coach will guide you on your pace if you run with 
your phone. Otherwise, data from the Fit Smart 
syncs with the app, which then tells you how well 
you did meeting targets.
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Movies
TV Shows&

Trailer
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=64-iSYVmMVY


The Maze Runner

Special effects artist Wes Ball makes an 
impressive debut as a director in this riveting 
adaptation of James Dashner’s dystopian 
young adult novel. Teenager Thomas (Dylan 
O’Brien) awakes to find himself trapped in 
a huge, continually changing maze with 
various other boys also unable to remember 
the outside world - making their attempts to 
escape all the more dangerous.

FIVE FACTS:
1. The film will be the first of a wider series.

2. It has grossed $338,100,700 
worldwide.

3. Principal photography took place in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana.

4. Other members of the cast include Kaya 
Scodelario, Thomas Brodie-Sangster, Will 
Poulter and Ki Hong Lee.

5. A sequel, The Maze Runner: Scorch 
Trials, is set for release next September.

Rotten Tomatoes

63%

by Wes Ball
Genre: Action & Adventure
Released: 2014
Price: $14.99

705 Ratings
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http://www.boxofficemojo.com/movies/?id=mazerunner.htm
http://www.boxofficemojo.com/movies/?id=mazerunner.htm
http://variety.com/2014/film/news/maze-runner-sequel-september-2015-1201310235/
http://variety.com/2014/film/news/maze-runner-sequel-september-2015-1201310235/
http://www.apple.com/itunes/
http://www.rottentomatoes.com/m/the_maze_runner/
http://itunes.apple.com/us/movie/the-maze-runner/id912531897
http://themazerunnermovie.com/
http://www.facebook.com/MazeRunnerMovie
http://twitter.com/MazeRunnerMovie
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Interview with the Cast
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IDoszYaDFp8


Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles

It may be the fifth official Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles movie, but this latest, Jonathan 
Liebesman-directed blockbuster certainly 
takes a fresh approach. The famous four are 
given a more realistic appearance as they 
enlist the help of intrepid TV reporter April 
O’Neil (Megan Fox) and their wise master 
Splinter in facing their ultimate nemesis - the 
evil Shredder.

FIVE FACTS:
1. The Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles themselves are four teenage 
anthropomorphic turtles, named after the 
Renaissance artists Raphael, Leonardo, 
Michelangelo and Donatello.

2. They originated in the Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles comic book, which was first 
published in 1984.

3. The characters have since spawned a 
cartoon series, films, video games, toys 
and other general merchandise.

4. Other stars of the 2014 film include Alan 
Ritchson, Jeremy Howard, Noel Fisher, Will 
Arnett and Tony Shalhoub.

5. The first Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles 
movie was released in 1990.

Rotten Tomatoes

22%

by Jonathan Liebesman
Genre: Action & Adventure
Released: 2014
Price: $19.99

793 Ratings
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http://www.nytimes.com/1990/04/15/movies/just-how-powerful-are-those-turtles.html?scp=8&sq=ninja%20turtles&st=cse
http://www.nytimes.com/1990/04/15/movies/just-how-powerful-are-those-turtles.html?scp=8&sq=ninja%20turtles&st=cse
http://www.nytimes.com/1990/04/15/movies/just-how-powerful-are-those-turtles.html?scp=8&sq=ninja%20turtles&st=cse
http://www.rottentomatoes.com/m/teenage_mutant_ninja_turtles_2013/
http://itunes.apple.com/us/movie/teenage-mutant-ninja-turtles/id904534727
http://www.teenagemutantninjaturtlesmovie.com
http://www.facebook.com/TMNT
http://twitter.com/tmntmovie


Trailer
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dwXFsrp6WBs
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Interview with Megan Fox
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pp0B6QCAV7c


Music
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Genre: R&B/Soul
Released: Dec 15, 2014
12 Songs
Price: $9.99

1375 Ratings

Black Messiah
D’Angelo & The Vanguard
The neo-soul icon may not have released a 
studio album for 14 years - since 2000’s hugely 
critically acclaimed Voodoo - but this is one 
follow-up that has been more than worth 
the wait. Q-Tip and Kendra Foster are among 
the songwriting collaborators, with James 
Gadson, Pino Palladino and Questlove co-
producing this most masterful of comebacks.

FIVE FACTS:
1. Black Messiah was previously rumored to 
be titled James River. (http://theboombox.
com/dangelo-studio-sessions-new-album/)

2. D’Angelo’s real name is Michael 
Eugene Archer.

3. His production and songwriting talents 
have drawn comparisons to his influences, 
Marvin Gaye and Prince.

4. He hails from Richmond, Virginia.

5. In the 1990s, he dated soul singer Angie 
Stone, with whom he has a son, Michael.

Really Love
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http://www.nndb.com/people/715/000086457/
http://www.nndb.com/people/715/000086457/
http://www.apple.com/itunes/
http://itunes.apple.com/us/album/black-messiah/id950764300
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mVsQwJfWzoI


112



Interview with D’Angelo
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WD1oaBCmZWA


The Pinkprint 
(Deluxe Version)
Nicki Minaj
The Queens rapper’s third studio album 
marks a return to her traditional hip hop roots, 
following the dance-pop that characterized 
her previous release, 2012’s Pink Friday: 
Roman Reloaded. It’s a direction that sees her 
collaborate with a wide range of production 
talents, including Kane Beatz and will.i.am, 
while attracting some of the best critical 
reviews of her career.

FIVE FACTS:
Five Facts:

1. Nicki Minaj is the stage name of Onika 
Tanya Maraj.

2. She was born in Saint James, Trinidad and 
Tobago on December 8, 1982.

3. The Pinkprint includes Minaj’s recent 
single “Anaconda”, which reached number 
two on the US Billboard Hot 100. 

4. That made “Anaconda” her highest-
charting single to date in the United 
States.

5. She recently made her live-action film 
debut in romantic comedy The Other 
Woman.

Pills n Potions

Genre: Hip-Hop/Rap
Released: Dec 15, 2014
20 Songs
Price: $14.99

3613 Ratings
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http://www.billboard.com/articles/news/6229439/taylor-swift-shake-it-off-no-1-hot-100-nicki-minaj-anaconda
http://www.billboard.com/articles/news/6229439/taylor-swift-shake-it-off-no-1-hot-100-nicki-minaj-anaconda
http://www.billboard.com/articles/news/6229439/taylor-swift-shake-it-off-no-1-hot-100-nicki-minaj-anaconda
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f7ld-3nZUxA
http://mypinkfriday.com/
http://itunes.apple.com/us/album/the-pinkprint-deluxe-version/id947648607
http://www.facebook.com/nickiminaj
http://twitter.com/nickiminaj
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Anaconda
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LDZX4ooRsWs
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REVIEW: THE PLAY
‘POCATELLO’ SERVES 

UP FAMILY 
DYSFUNCTION

The loss of individuality in small-town America 
takes a beating in “Pocatello,” a new play by 
Samuel D. Hunter, whose dark comedy “The 
Whale” was well-received off-Broadway in 
2012. The death of local culture and small 
family businesses by relentlessly advancing 
big-box franchises is the villain in Hunter’s 
quirky, sometimes bleak new work. A touching 
production, which somehow succeeds at being 
both heartbreaking and funny, opened Monday 
off-Broadway at Playwrights Horizons. Recession 
has wreaked havoc with the local economy and 
job market in Pocatello, Idaho, exemplified by two 
families whose dysfunction is coming to a boil.

An excellent cast, thoughtfully directed by 
Davis McCallum, brings freshness to seemingly 
stereotypical characters and economic 
misfortunes. The play centers on Eddie, 
impressively played with sweet vulnerability 
and smiling desperation by T.R. Knight. In his 
late 30s, lonely and gay, Eddie manages a failing 
Italian chain restaurant. The lives of his staff 
and fractured family appear to be rapidly sliding 
downhill in scenes that play out in the restaurant 
beneath a huge overhead sign ironically 
proclaiming Famiglia Week. 

119



120



Troy, a friend of Eddie’s desperately trying to 
hold his own unhappy family together, is given 
a slump-shouldered, patient determination 
by Danny Wolohan. Troy’s and Eddie’s families 
have multi-generational roots in a Pocatello 
that doesn’t exist any longer, which makes 
Eddie feel adrift and nostalgic, while Troy simply                
feels trapped.

Brenda Wehle provides lively crankiness as 
Eddie’s dismissive, widowed mother, Doris. 
She and his distant older brother, Nick (Brian 
Hutchison, effectively remote), seem determined 
to avoid the family gathering that Eddie doggedly 
keeps trying to arrange.

Troy’s alcoholic wife, Tammy, (Jessica Dickey, 
radiating dissatisfaction) hates everything 
about her hardscrabble life, and blames Troy. 
Their daughter Becky, (a wonderfully grumpy 
performance by Leah Karpel), has amped up 
normal teen angst into an eating disorder and an 
obsession with genocide that provide a lot of the 
show’s dark humor. Troy’s father Cole, (Jonathan 
Hogan), has dementia, yet Hogan gives delightful 
gravitas to Cole’s occasional lapses into sensibility, 
as when he gently advises Becky, “Lucidity is 
overrated, remember that.”

Some youthful servers lighten the mood, with 
Elvy Yost as a perky waitress and Cameron 
Scoggins as a bungling, ex-meth-head waiter. 
Although Eddie feels disconnected from the town 
he once knew, he keeps trying to reach out to the 
people he loves. But will anyone hear him over 
the roar of their own unhappiness?

Online:

http://www.playwrightshorizons.org/shows/
plays/pocatello
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Eddie Redmayne is celebrating more than his 
best-actor nominations this week. “The Theory of 
Everything” star is also a newlywed.

A spokeswoman for Redmayne says the actor 
married his girlfriend, Hannah Bagshawe, in a 
private ceremony Monday in England.

Publicist Carrie Gordon says the couple celebrated 
with a small number of close family and friends.

The 32-year-old Redmayne is generating big 
awards buzz for his turn as Stephen Hawking 
in “The Theory of Everything” and has already 
garnered nominations from the Golden Globes 
and Screen Actors Guild Awards.

Redmayne’s past film credits include “Les 
Miserables” and “My Week With Marilyn.”

‘THEORY OF 
EVERYTHING’ 
STAR EDDIE 
REDMAYNE WEDS
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A Brazilian court says it has fined Google around 
$200,000 for refusing to intercept emails needed 
in a corruption investigation at state-run oil 
company Petrobras.

The federal court in the southern state of 
Parana said in a statement Monday that Google 
eventually did share the emails with Brazilian 
police several months ago but had to pay the 
fine for initially refusing to comply with the 
judicial order.

The Mountain View, California-based company 
had insisted it could only hand over the messages 
if the Brazilian and United States governments 
made a joint request.

A spokeswoman for Google confirmed the 
company “obeys judicial orders in Brazil” but 
declined to comment further.

The emails in question were sent by a money 
changer under investigation in a money 
laundering scheme at Petrobras.

BRAZIL: GOOGLE FINED 
IN PETROBRAS PROBE
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http://www.magzter.com
http://itunes.apple.com/in/app/magzter-magazine-store/id412163953?mt=8
http://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.dci.magzter&feature=search_result#?t=W251bGwsMSwxLDEsImNvbS5kY2kubWFnenRlciJd
http://apps.microsoft.com/windows/en-US/app/magzter/d6cf8e63-6af5-4710-b5e9-d3a0514292c6
http://bit.ly/1hz94YN
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OVER AND OUT:
TV FLOPS, EXITS AND 

ENDINGS IN 2014

Along with its triumphs, the world of TV had its 
share of setbacks in 2014. Here’s a sample:

- “How I Met Your Mother” Concludes: This 
long-running CBS sitcom met few viewers’ 
expectations for a slam-bang finish. Its big reveal 
- naming the titular “your mother” after nine 
years of teasing - yielded a finale only slightly 
less tangled than the ending of “Lost.” And even 
“Lost” resisted the temptation to include a blue 
French horn in its wrap-up.

- David Gregory Exits “Meet the Press”: After 
months of speculation that Gregory was being 
ousted from the program he had hosted since 
2008, NBC News announced in August he was 
toast. That was 18 months after the network 
signed him to a new contract it described as “a 
long-term commitment.” And four months after 
NBC News’ president defended him in a memo 
to “Meet the Press” staff expressing support “for 
David, now and into the future.” His future was 
short-lived. He was out in a jiffy, with Chuck Todd 
his replacement.
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- Ray Rice’s Elevator Assault: Over and over, 
viewers were force-fed the chilling video of 
Baltimore Ravens running back Ray Rice striking 
his then-fiancee and knocking her out. After it 
was released on a Monday in September, the 
video of Janay Palmer crumpling to the elevator 
floor was aired repeatedly by multiple networks. 
In one particular hour, the clip aired 37 times 
on ABC, CBS, NBC, CNN, Fox News Channel 
and MSNBC. But by Thursday, many of those 
networks vowed to give it a rest. But Rice isn’t 
necessarily off the air. Having lately appealed his 
indefinite suspension by the NFL, and won, he’s 
eligible to play again in the NFL - and log more   
TV face time.

- “Utopia” Unrealized: Arriving with much 
fanfare, this Fox reality show stranded a group 
of strangers at a remote site where, during the 
year to follow, they were meant to build a more 
perfect society. But it turned out they couldn’t 
even build a show that viewers would watch. 
Puny ratings forced its cancellation after just two 
months. For Fox (and the human race) “Utopia” 
swiftly proved to be a dream unfulfilled.

- “Peter Pan Live!” It proposed a bold counter-
theory for the space-time continuum. It argued 
for eternal youth in a realm only accessible by 
fairy dust-assisted human flight. Unfortunately, 
NBC’s live production of this time-honored 
musical never managed to take off. Viewers had 
the feeling they had grown up and grown old by 
the end of its three hours struggling to get off    
the ground.
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Football handed NBC the week’s most-watched 
broadcast, but CBS was the most-watched 
network overall in prime time.

The NFL faceoff between Dallas and Philadelphia 
brought more than 24 million viewers to NBC. 
But CBS could claim 13 of the week’s Top 20 
programs, according to the Nielsen ratings 
company. These included the holiday classic 
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer” (ranked 11th 
place) and the annual “Victoria’s Secret Fashion 
Show” (18th place).

On ABC, Barbara Walters’ “10 Most Fascinating 
People of 2014” telecast drew about 7.8 million 
viewers, down by more than a million from last 
year’s edition, which at the time was billed as her 
final installment of the specials that have aired 
since 1993.

CBS DOMINATED 
PRIME TIME
TOP 20 RATINGS
LAST WEEK
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For the week, CBS was on top with an average 8.6 
million viewers. Runner-up NBC had 8.0 million 
viewers, followed by ABC with 5.4 million and Fox 
with 4.2 million. Univision had 2.5 million, while 
CW had 2.1 million, trailed by ION Television with 
1.3 million and Telemundo with 1.1 million.

ESPN remained the week’s most popular cable 
network, averaging 2.9 million viewers in prime 
time. Hallmark had 2.05 million and ABC Family 
had 1.96 million,

NBC’s “Nightly News” led the evening newscasts 
with an average of 9.4 million viewers. ABC’s 
“World News” was second with 8.7 million and 
the “CBS Evening News” had 7.4 million viewers.
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For the week of Dec. 8-14, the top 10 shows, their 
networks and viewerships:

NFL Football: Dallas at Philadelphia, NBC, 24.25 
million;

“Sunday Night NFL Pre-Kick,” NBC, 17.51 million;

“The Big Bang Theory,” CBS, 15.49 million;

“The OT,” Fox, 12.75 million;

“Football Night in America, Part 3,” NBC, 12.39 
million;

“60 Minutes,” CBS, 11.38 million;

“The Voice” (Tuesday), NBC, 11.19 million;

“Blue Bloods,” CBS, 11.09 million;

“The Voice” (Monday), NBC, 10.84 million;

“Mom,” CBS, 10.75 million.

Online:

http://www.nielsen.com
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California has received a spurt of federal funding 
to expand an earthquake warning system 
intended to provide enough time for trains 
to brake, utilities and factories to shut off gas 
lines, and people to dive under a table until the 
shaking stops.

But the money is far short of what's need to 
finish the job statewide.

California trails Japan, Mexico and other 
earthquake-prone areas in developing a public 
alert system, which ideally would provide several 
seconds of warning after a fault ruptures.
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Image:  Anne Cusack/ Los Angeles Times
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Scientists have tried to make the public alert 
system now in pilot stages more widely 
available, but money has been a problem. A 
joint statement Monday from Sen. Dianne 
Feinstein, D-Calif., and U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff, 
D-Burbank, said $5 million had been set aside 
to continue the work as part of a spending bill 
approved by Congress.

Feinstein called it "a down payment." By some 
estimates, developing a statewide system 
could cost $80 million. Scientists would like to 
install hundreds of additional sensors to pick up 
vibrations along big faults, like the San Andreas.

Schiff told reporters in Pasadena that the 
reluctance to fully finance the system was 
"inexplicable, given how much is at stake."

The funding will expand a limited program 
developed by the California Institute of 
Technology; the University of California, 
Berkeley; and the University of Washington in 
conjunction with the U.S. Geological Survey.

Seismic early warning systems are designed to 
detect the first shock waves from a large jolt, 
calculate the strength and alert people before 
the slower but damaging waves spread.

The systems can't predict quakes and are most 
useful during big events where it would be 
meaningful to warn people far away to expect 
strong shaking, scientists said.

Several moderate earthquakes this year in 
Southern California produced successful early 
warnings. Officials testing the system in San 
Francisco got eight seconds of warning before 
strong shaking arrived from the 6.0-magnitude 
earthquake near Napa in August.

Image:  Justin Sullivan
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Geophysicist Douglas D. Given, an early 
warning coordinator for the USGS, said 
the speed of the system also needs to be 
improved, particularly since the Internet, 
cellphones and other systems needed to alert 
people could be disrupted by shaking.

He said the goals are to increase the number 
of stations receiving seismic information, 
improving software and expanding ways 
to educate the public, since it will be up to 
individuals, schools and businesses what to do 
to prepare and how to react.

Like a report on an upcoming storm on TV, "They 
tell you what the weather is going to be, but 
they don't buy you an umbrella," Givens said.
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A federal jury decided Tuesday that Apple didn’t 
compete unfairly when it sold music players and 
songs with copy-protection software that was 
incompatible with rival devices and music from 
competing online stores.

The eight-member jury in U.S. District Court 
handed Apple a victory by rejecting a claim from 
attorneys for consumers and iPod resellers, who 
were seeking as much as $1 billion in a class-
action lawsuit. The plaintiffs argued that Apple 
was able to overcharge consumers for iPods 
by making it difficult to switch to a rival music 
player, as music bought from Apple’s iTunes store 
wouldn’t work on other players, nor would music 
from other stores work on iPods.

After just three hours of deliberation, the jury 
accepted Apple’s argument that the software 
provided necessary security protection and was 
part of a larger package of improvements that 
made iPods and iTunes popular with consumers.

Apple applauded the verdict: “We created iPod 
and iTunes to give our customers the world’s best 

APPLE WINS CLASS-ACTION 
LAWSUIT OVER iPOD PRICES
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way to listen to music. Every time we’ve updated 
those products - and every Apple product over 
the years - we’ve done it to make the user 
experience even better.”

Apple no longer uses the copy-protection 
software in question, so the ruling has no effect 
on the company’s current practices.

The case, originally filed in 2005, covers an 
estimated 8 million consumers who purchased 
iPods from 2006 to 2009, when the software was 
still in place.

The plaintiffs argued that the software locked 
people into using iPods and allowed Apple 
to overcharge for the devices. Plaintiffs were 
seeking $350 million in damages, which could 
have been tripled if the jury found Apple 
violated antitrust laws.

Attorneys for the plaintiffs said they plan to 
appeal. “We’re glad we got this to the jury,” 
attorney Bonny Sweeney said. But she said that 
a ruling by U.S. District Judge Yvonne Gonzalez 
Rogers kept the jury from considering the impact 
of encryption code used in an iTunes software 
update that was the focus of the trial.

During a two-week trial, the plaintiffs’ attorneys 
played a video of testimony by the late Apple CEO 
Steve Jobs, who died in 2011. They also showed 
emails between Apple executives that indicated 
they were concerned about some early efforts 
by rival companies to sell digital music files that 
might be played on iPods.

But Apple executives testified they were focused 
on preventing unauthorized copying - which 
was a big concern of recording labels - and said 
Apple was worried that digital files from outside 
sources might compromise the security of its 
iTunes software.

In what turned out to be the key issue of the trial, 
Apple argued that its iTunes software updates 
were legitimate product improvements, which 
combined security protections with other new 
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features that allowed consumers to watch 
videos, view album covers and synch their music 
collections on different computers.

Federal antitrust law permits companies to 
make legitimate product improvements, 
regardless of their effect on competitors. 
Rogers told jurors that if they agreed with Apple 
on that point, they did not need to examine 
other arguments in the case. The jury began 
deliberating Monday afternoon.

Although the case focused on an iTunes software 
update that blocked music sold by competitor 
Real Networks, Real and other rival music sellers 
weren’t parties in the case.

While the case took almost 10 years to get to 
trial, it nearly collapsed last week when the 
named plaintiffs were disqualified from the case. 
Apple attorney William Isaacson told the judge 
that records showed that neither of the two 
lead plaintiffs, who are supposed to represent 
the other consumers affected by the case, had 
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purchased iPod models covered by the lawsuit. A 
third plaintiff had withdrawn earlier.

After a last-minute scramble, Rogers agreed to 
add Massachusetts business consultant Barbara 
Bennett as the lead plaintiff. Jurors did not hear 
any testimony from Bennett, who told attorneys 
she listened to her iPod while figure skating.
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The seemingly endless quest by Los Angeles 
authorities to extradite film director Roman 
Polanski has taken a new twist with the 81-year-
old director renewing his fight to be free of         
his prosecutors.

Polanski, who has been fighting this battle for 
nearly four decades, took action this week 
through a new legal team headed by high-profile 
lawyer Alan Dershowitz. He accuses U.S. and Los 
Angeles authorities of lying to Polish officials in an 
effort to extradite him from that country and says 
a judge secretly planned to put him behind bars if 
he voluntarily returned to California.

A representative of Los Angeles County District 
Attorney Jackie Lacey said she would have no 
comment on her office’s latest efforts to bring 
Polanski to California to face judgment in a 
38-year-old rape case.

POLANSKY LAWYERS 
ACCUSE PROSECUTORS 
OF MISCONDUCT
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Dershowitz’s voicemail was full and a message 
could not be left for him.

In a 1977 deal, the Oscar-winning director 
pleaded guilty to one count of statutory rape 
for having sex with a 13-year-old girl during a 
photo shoot in Los Angeles. Judge Laurence J. 
Rittenband then ordered Polanski to undergo 
a psychiatric study at the state prison in Chino, 
where he served 42 days.

The prosecutor and Polanski’s attorney have said 
they understood from a private conversation with 
Rittenband that the time in prison would serve 
as Polanski’s punishment. But they said the judge 
later reneged on the agreement and suggested 
Polanski would go back to prison, and the Polish-
born director fled to France.

Since then, he has been an international fugitive 
with Los Angeles prosecutors always on his heels. 
They have prodded the U.S. Justice Department 
to continue the so-far futile quest for his return.

In 2009, when Polanski was accepting an award in 
Switzerland, where he maintains a home, he was 
arrested and wound up serving 290 days, first 
in jail and then under house arrest, before Swiss 
authorities rejected the U.S. request to extradite 
him and declared he could come there anytime 
he wanted.

But the Los Angeles authorities have not given 
up, and they continue to dog Polanski whenever 
he travels.

In October, another confrontation occurred in 
Poland when Polanski, 81, attended the opening 
of the POLIN Museum of the History of Polish 
Jews in Warsaw before traveling to Krakow, his 
childhood city. Polish authorities questioned him 
there because of the U.S. request but refused to 
arrest him.

An adviser to the Polish president accused U.S. 
authorities of “absolute ignorance” in seeking 
the arrest of the filmmaker who is a Holocaust 
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survivor, made his early films in Poland and is 
admired as a representative of Polish culture.

The failed effort in Poland opened the door 
for a new legal strategy. Polanski’s legal team 
filed court papers Monday that allege district 
attorneys and judges carried out “serious 
misconduct” in the decades-long effort to 
prosecute the filmmaker and force him to return                             
to the United States.

The new 133-page motion seeks an evidentiary 
hearing to determine whether “pervasive” 
misconduct and a “false” extradition request sent 
this year by the Justice Department to the Polish 
government requires the case against Polanski to 
be dismissed.

Polanski’s attorneys say the latest extradition 
request omitted that the director had served 42 
days of court-ordered prison time in 1977.

“The DA’s deliberate omission in its letter 
was plainly calculated to deceive the Polish 
government into believing that Polanski is 
“extraditable” under the extradition treaty 
between the United States and Poland, when, in 
fact, he is not,” the filing said.

Polanski’s life as a fugitive from America began 
eight years after his pregnant wife, actress Sharon 
Tate, was murdered in Los Angeles along with six 
others by the notorious Charles Manson cult.

Polanski won an Academy Award for best 
director for his 2002 film “The Pianist” and 
was nominated for 1974’s “Chinatown” and         
1979’s “Tess.”
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NORMAN BRIDWELL, 
CLIFFORD CREATOR, 

DEAD AT 86

The seemingly endless quest by Los Angeles 
authorities to extradite film director Roman 
Polanski has taken a new twist with the 81-year-
old director renewing his fight to be free of         
his prosecutors.

Polanski, who has been fighting this battle for 
nearly four decades, took action this week 
through a new legal team headed by high-profile 
lawyer Alan Dershowitz. He accuses U.S. and Los 
Angeles authorities of lying to Polish officials in an 
effort to extradite him from that country and says 
a judge secretly planned to put him behind bars if 
he voluntarily returned to California.

A representative of Los Angeles County District 
Attorney Jackie Lacey said she would have no 
comment on her office’s latest efforts to bring 
Polanski to California to face judgment in a 
38-year-old rape case.
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Dershowitz’s voicemail was full and a message 
could not be left for him.

In a 1977 deal, the Oscar-winning director 
pleaded guilty to one count of statutory rape for 
having sex with a 13-year-old girl during a photo 
shoot in Los Angeles.

Judge Laurence J. Rittenband then ordered 
Polanski to undergo a psychiatric study at the 
state prison in Chino, where he served 42 days.

The prosecutor and Polanski’s attorney have said 
they understood from a private conversation with 
Rittenband that the time in prison would serve 
as Polanski’s punishment. But they said the judge 
later reneged on the agreement and suggested 
Polanski would go back to prison, and the Polish-
born director fled to France.

Since then, he has been an international fugitive 
with Los Angeles prosecutors always on his heels. 
They have prodded the U.S. Justice Department 
to continue the so-far futile quest for his return.

In 2009, when Polanski was accepting an award in 
Switzerland, where he maintains a home, he was 
arrested and wound up serving 290 days, first 
in jail and then under house arrest, before Swiss 
authorities rejected the U.S. request to extradite 
him and declared he could come there anytime 
he wanted.

But the Los Angeles authorities have not given 
up, and they continue to dog Polanski whenever 
he travels.

In October, another confrontation occurred in 
Poland when Polanski, 81, attended the opening 
of the POLIN Museum of the History of Polish 
Jews in Warsaw before traveling to Krakow, his 
childhood city. Polish authorities questioned him 
there because of the U.S. request but refused 
to arrest him. An adviser to the Polish president 
accused U.S. authorities of “absolute ignorance” 
in seeking the arrest of the filmmaker who is a 
Holocaust survivor, made his early films in Poland 
and is admired as a representative of Polish 
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culture. The failed effort in Poland opened the 
door for a new legal strategy. Polanski’s legal 
team filed court papers Monday that allege 
district attorneys and judges carried out “serious 
misconduct” in the decades-long effort to 
prosecute the filmmaker and force him to return 
to the United States.

The new 133-page motion seeks an evidentiary 
hearing to determine whether “pervasive” 
misconduct and a “false” extradition request sent 
this year by the Justice Department to the Polish 
government requires the case against Polanski to 
be dismissed.

Polanski’s attorneys say the latest extradition 
request omitted that the director had served 42 
days of court-ordered prison time in 1977.

“The DA’s deliberate omission in its letter 
was plainly calculated to deceive the Polish 
government into believing that Polanski is 
“extraditable” under the extradition treaty 
between the United States and Poland, when, in 
fact, he is not,” the filing said.

Polanski’s life as a fugitive from America began 
eight years after his pregnant wife, actress Sharon 
Tate, was murdered in Los Angeles along with six 
others by the notorious Charles Manson cult.

Polanski won an Academy Award for best 
director for his 2002 film “The Pianist” and 
was nominated for 1974’s “Chinatown” and          
1979’s “Tess.”
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When the people whose houses hug the 
narrow warren of streets paralleling the 
busiest urban freeway in America began to see 
bumper-to-bumper traffic crawling by their 
homes a year or so ago, they were baffled.

When word spread that the explosively popular 
new smartphone app Waze was sending many 
of those cars through their neighborhood in 
a quest to shave five minutes off a daily rush-
hour commute, they were angry and ready to 
fight back.

PEOPLE FINDING THEIR ‘WAZE’ TO 
ONCE-HIDDEN STREETS
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They would outsmart the app, some said, by 
using it to report phony car crashes and traffic 
jams on their streets that would keep the 
shortcut-seekers away.

Months later, the cars are still there, and the 
people are still mad.

“The traffic is unbearable now. You can’t even 
walk your dog,” said Paula Hamilton, who 
lives on a once quiet little street in the Santa 
Monica Mountains in a neighborhood called 
Sherman Oaks.

Hamilton’s winding little road up the low-slung 
mountains that separate the city’s traffic-clogged 
San Fernando Valley from its equally traffic-
clogged west side is now filled each weekday 
morning with a parade of exhaust-belching, 
driveway-blocking, bumper-to-bumper cars.

So is practically every other nearby street that 
parallels the busy Interstate 405 freeway.

On the other side of the mountain, where cars 
cruise down roads into tony Brentwood, traffic 
has also been the hot topic of late, with several 
people telling each other they will fool the app 
with their phony accident reports.

“I don’t know if you could find anyone who would 
admit to doing it, but several people have said 
they will,” longtime resident Joann Killeen said.

If they have, they’ve obviously failed. Killeen 
said her four-mile commute to UCLA, where she 
teaches a public relations class, can take two 
hours during rush hour. “The streets on the west 
side are no longer a secret for locals, and people 
are angry,” she said.

That’s because the app can’t be outsmarted, 
Waze spokeswoman Julie Mossler said.

“With millions of users in LA, fake, coordinated 
traffic reports can’t come to fruition because 
they’ll be negated by the next 10 people that 
drive down the street passively using Waze,” 
she said.
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Besides, Mossler added, “people are inherently 
good,” meaning most wouldn’t really screw with 
the app, no matter what they might say.

Indeed, of all the angry people interviewed for 
this story, none would admit doing so, although 
most said they heard someone else had.

Many, however, have been complaining to local 
officials.

“First thing this morning, my field deputy took 
an earful from a resident up there,” said City 
Councilman Tom LaBonge, who represents 
Hamilton’s neighborhood.

There are some things that can be done 
to mitigate the situation, said Los Angeles 
Department of Transportation spokesman Bruce 
Gillman, like placing speed bumps and four-
way stop signs on streets. Lanes could even be 
taken out to discourage shortcut seekers, but 
a neighborhood traffic study would have to be 
done first.

“Road diet, they call it,” Gillman said. “It’s to make 
streets so people can walk, people can bike.”

But the bigger problem, Gillman said, is that 
everybody is using smartphone apps these 
days and they will quickly find every shortcut 
out there.

“I plead guilty to that,” said Richard Close, who 
is president of the Sherman Oaks Homeowners 
Association that represents Hamilton’s 
neighborhood.

As soon as he gets over the hill to Killeen’s 
neighborhood, Close said, he uses the app to find 
the fastest route to his office in Santa Monica. 
Killeen herself admitted she uses Waze and also 
Sigalert.com to get around town.

Which seems to speak to Mossler’s contention 
that the real problem facing LA residents isn’t the 
traffic app. It’s the traffic.
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Los Angeles County has 7.6 million registered 
vehicles, more than some states. The Interstate 
405 Freeway that parallels the unhappy 
neighborhoods carries 379,000 cars a day.

So while a shortcut down a sleepy street might 
not be a problem in a place like Des Moines or 
even Detroit, it’s a different story in a city that last 
year was again ranked No. 1 for the nation’s most 
time-consuming traffic jams.

“Los Angeles is a powder keg of cars, construction 
and population that will only continue to get 
worse,” Mossler said she wrote to a person from 
the 405 neighborhood who complained. “With 
or without Waze, drivers will be looking for 
alternatives to major thoroughfares.”
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WITHOUT 
PASSPORTS, ACTOR 

QUAID AND WIFE 
GROUNDED

Actor Randy Quaid and his wife Evgenia are suing 
John Kerry and the State Department to recover 
passports that the government revoked three 
years ago. The State Department said it takes 
U.S. passports for reasons including issuance 
of a felony arrest warrant, fraud, failure to pay 
child support or a criminal court order barring 
departure from the country. Randy Quaid said the 
revocation involved an issue over “an insurance 
policy that we did not take out,” but declined to 
discuss it further. “We can’t go anywhere,” Quaid 
added. “Randy can’t take a film job,” said Evgenia 
Quaid. “He had to turn down the Cannes Film 
Festival last year. We can’t proceed with our life.”

The Quaids have had a string of legal problems, 
including accusations of vandalism of a home 
they once owned and a California felony warrant 
issued over an unpaid hotel tab, Randy Quaid is 
the older brother of actor Dennis Quaid. He is 
best-known for his roles in films such as “National 
Lampoon’s Vacation” and “Independence 
Day.” He won a Golden Globe award - which he 
brought to court during one of his appearances 
in the innkeeper case - for his depiction of 
President Lyndon Johnson in a TV movie in the 
late 1980s. He was also nominated for a best 
supporting actor Oscar in 1973 for his role in                            
“The Last Detail.”
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