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retirees. Is it the cat for you? Turn to page 54 and find out.
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H
ave you heard of the poor 
baby dolphin that was pulled 
out of the water, manhandled 
by tourists taking selfies, then 
left on the beach to die when 

they were done?

How about the swan dragged by this 
smiling, impatient woman who posed with 
it—then left it on the beach to die as well?

 
We express outrage about such events 

but we are afraid to talk to people we 
know who knowingly neglect or abuse 
animals: the neighbor who keeps their dog 
tied up on a chain that won’t even let it 
lie down; the officemate who ordered one 
hundred goldfish so that they could be 
used as table décor at her wedding (and 
thrown out afterwards if no one wanted 
to bring them home); the cousin who 
keeps tarantulas and scorpions to show 
how tough he is but who leaves their 
terrariums exposed to harsh sunlight and 
leaves biscuits in there to feed them; and 
the security guard at your office who likes 
to kick cats and kittens because he thinks 
they’re vermin.

 
Why do we get angrier about things 

that happen far away, when the best we 
can do is to type out insults against the 
perpetrators? Why can’t we do something 
about things that happen right in front of 
us?

 
These things happen because we let 

them happen. And it doesn’t help that 

Menagerie

Want to see your activities on these pages? 
We’re more than happy to feature your 

events; just give us at least a week’s notice 
through our email or mobile number if you’d 
like to invite us to cover it (and we’ll try our 

best!), or send us the story and photos.

There’s so much room for you here 
at Animal Scene! Send in your photos 
and stories for the Reader section. 
Ask any of our columnists a question. 
Or share your comments, requests, 
and suggestions to mbanimalscene@
gmail.com or send a text message at 
0917.926.7431. You can also private 
message us on Facebook.

 
Our Facebook page is currently on 

a “soft opening,” so to speak, but once 
we’ve got our page manager in place, 
watch for previews and article sneak 
peeks! Just search for Manila Bulletin’s 
Animal Scene, or type in facebook.
��������	
�������������������

 
PS: Having trouble getting your copy 
of Animal Scene? Or do you want 
a copy of back issues, such as our 
Stingray Special or the Monster Fish 
Special? You can also contact our 
Circulation Department at 527.8121 
for help!

Meet the Heterometrus madraspatensis scorpion and the Hydrosaurus weberii in 
the issue that comes out at the height of summer! Cool things down by reading 
��������	��
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in candy water, to your officemate—and 
remind her that the extra expense will be 
compensated by how her candy goldfish 
centerpieces are unique enough to inspire 
an entire generation of brides after her. 
Leave a copy of Animal Scene for your 
neighbor or guard—or quietly report them 
to the barangay.

 
There is always a way, especially when 

we truly want to help animals. After all, if 
you’ll pardon the use of a cliché, we’re all 
part of a greater circle of life. 

if we try to intervene, we get labeled as 
“pakialameros” and people take things 
extremely personally.

 
At Animal Scene, we work to educate 

precisely because education is the best 
weapon against such ignorance. But we 
can’t do this alone. That’s why we consult 
experts and ask them whether this reptile 
is good for beginners or not, or if this fish 
should be in a community or given its own 
tank.

 
What can you do then? Lead by 

example: show your ignorant cousin 
that with good care, your own tarantula 
flourishes longer. Explain to your nephews 
and nieces why some exotic pets are for 
“display” or show only—but that this 
doesn’t mean they are objects. Read up, 
from reputable sources, how breeding by 
qualified and careful hobbyists can help 
preserve entire species whose habitats are 
being destroyed. Suggest an alternative 
form of décor, such as sweet jelly goldfish 
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iolet eats a variety of 
fruits—bananas, grapes, 
apples, papaya. We 
also give her chicken 
head, raw meat for 
protein, vitamins, and 

occasionally, cat food,” Tricia Nicolas 
says.

 
“Violet” is the name of one of 

four bearcats of this pretty veterinary 
medicine student of De La Salle 
University in Malabon. “Violet has 
a sibling called Blue. They are the 
[offspring] of the original bearcats we 
acquired many years ago,” she explains 
as she cites the amnesty granted by 
the Department of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources (DENR) to owners 
of endangered exotic animals like 
bearcats.

 
Tricia has been greatly influenced 

by her dad to take Veterinary Medicine. 
Peewee Nicolas, a longtime barangay 
chairman in Caloocan, has been an 
animal lover since his high school days. 
The family’s mini-zoo is a pleasant 
surprise for first-time visitors. It has 

V

Animal Person

Text and illustration by 
NORMAN B. ISAAC

My 
Binturong 

Buddy
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They climb trees and leap from 

branch to branch, using their tails 
and claws to cling while searching 
for fruit, eggs, leaves, birds, and 
rats. They can rotate their hind legs 
backwards so that their claws can still 
grip when climbing down a tree head 
first. Binturongs also use their tails 
to communicate, through the scent 
gland located under it. The scent of 
Binturong musk is often compared to 
that of warm popcorn and cornbread. 
Binturongs brush their tails against 
trees and howl to announce their 
presence to fellow Binturongs. 
Slow and graceful, the Binturong 
hunts in the night and sleeps during 
the day. The Orang Asli, indigenous 
minority people of Malaysia, keep 
Binturong as pets.

ANIMAL PERSON

 SLOW 
AND GRACEFUL, 
THE BINTURONG 

HUNTS IN THE NIGHT 
AND SLEEPS 

DURING THE DAY.

various animals, among which are 
crocodiles, tortoises, fruit bats, snakes, 
iguanas, hawks, lizards, tarantulas, and 
geckos. “But I don’t have fighting cocks. 
Am not into gambling,” Nicolas says with 
a laugh.

 
Research shows that the Binturong 

or Arctictis binturong, also known 
as the Asian Bearcat, Malay Civet 
Cat, Palawan Bearcat, or just simply 
the Bearcat, is neither a bear nor a 
cat but is a species of civet of the 
family Viverridae. The real meaning 
of the original name is lost, as the local 
language from which it came is extinct. 
Its natural habitat is forest canopy, 
and it spends most of its time in the trees 
of southeast Asia, Borneo, Vietnam, 
Malaysia, Indonesia, and Palawan Island.

 
They are nocturnal and sleep 

on branches. Their bushy tails are fully 
prehensile and act as a fifth hand. They 
are about the size of a large house cat, 
averaging about 60–95 centimeters or 
cm (24–37 inches or in) and weigh from 
9-14 kilograms or kg (20–31 pounds or 
lb). The tail is nearly as long as the body, 
with lengths ranging from 55–90 cm. 
The ears are small and rounded, and it 
has small eyes. They have coarse and 
thick black fur.

 
Binturongs primarily eat fruit, 

but also have been known to dine on 
eggs, shoots, and leaves, and small 
animals, including rodents and birds. 
Deforestation has greatly reduced their 
numbers. When cornered, they can be 
vicious and mean. A Binturong can also 
make chuckling sounds when it seems to 
be happy and utter a high-pitched wail 
if annoyed. Binturongs can live over 20 
years in captivity. One is recorded to have 
lived almost 26 years.

(Animal Scene Note: In the February 2016 
issue of Animal Scene is another up close 
and personal story of living with Binturongs 
or Palawan Bearcats, by Alvin Lao. 
Interested readers can call 632.527.8121 
for copies of back issues.)

 
The Palawan Binturong, Arctictis 

binturong whitei of the Philippines, is 
vulnerable due to habitat destruction 
and poaching for alleged medicinal 
uses and their fur.

 
As a parting shot, Tricia says that one 

has to be passionate, research extensively, 
must know the moods of the bearcats, 
and not just leave them to caretakers. To 
be a responsible pet owner entails 
commitment, dedication, and personal 
bonding with the animals.

 
May her tribe increase. 
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ith the objective of 
re-educating Filipino 
fish hobbyists—and 
reaching out to new 
hobbyists—on the 
importance of good 
filtration, proper 

medication, and water conditioning 
while teaching them about the proper 
identification and classification of 
freshwater fish such as cichlids from 
South America and Africa, and the correct 
classification and care of arowanas, the 
Philippine Arowana and LouHan Society 
together with Seachem, AroKingdom 
SG, Aquatic Imports, and the Philippine 
Cichlid Association worked together to 
come up with the recently held “Filtration, 
Arowana, and Other Fishes” seminar.

 

FILTRATION, AROWANA, 
AND OTHER FISHES 

SEMINAR

Animals On The Scene

W

Seachem president John D. Olsen emphasizes a point

Attendees received detailed, up-to-date information on filtration, medication, water conditioning, fish classification, and more
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Hobbyists from all over the metro 
and nearby provinces came to the 
seminar, which doubled as a grand 
meeting for members of the various 
organizing society, pet shop owners, 

guests, and other visitors. International speakers 
from the USA and Singapore shared their 
experience and opened the floor to questions 
from eager hobbyists. Speakers also included 
Animal Scene columnist Angel L. Ampil, known 

and respected in the trade as “FishyGuy,” who 
lectured on the proper identification of fish. 
Missed out? The next project hobbyists can 
expect from this group and their friends is 
Aquafiesta 2016, coming soon. 

Animal Scene’s columnist Angel L. Ampil in actionFounder of Aro Kingdom, Mr. D’Zulkiflee

Speakers, hobbyists, pet 
store owners, breeders, and 
guests came together for 
this post-seminar photo
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ith 905 entries—842 
IBC entries among them 
and 63 youth entries—
from a total of 187 
participants, the Betta 
Enthusiasts Philippines 
(BEP) group recently 

celebrated its second year anniversary 
as an International Betta Congress (IBC) 
Chapter at Z-Square Mall, Banawe, 
Quezon City. 

 

PHOTOS BY JEFFREY C. LIM
and JUNE DIMAYUGA

BEP BETTA 
WORLD CUP 

Animals On The Scene

W
The arrival of 15 international 

guests marked the event as having 
the most number of international 
attendees so far for a single betta 
event held in the Philippines. It also 
featured 9 international IBC certified 
judges: Hermanus Haryanto (Indonesia), 
Dominikus Ferdinand (Indonesia), Willy 
Choong Pei Tong (Malaysia), Clemence 
Chee (Singapore), Lee Yen Leong 
(Singapore), Tang Wee Guan (Singapore), 

Hernandez awarding the Halfmoon Category 
champion trophy to Rafael Lagare, who 
received it on behalf of owner Richard Gomez 
of Team Gomasports, the lone Filipino major 
award winner in the competition

The Halfmoon Double Tail Category 
Champion trophy is received by Colonel Jesda 
Attavichitchanyarak of the Thailand Betta Club 
on behalf of Praphut Castro

BEP members and volunteers

2016

Volume 16, Number 02 • April 2016 Animal Scene 15



ANIMALS ON THE SCENE

BEP vice president Angelito Hernandez (left), together with president Jeffrey Duyan (right) awards 
the Crowtail Champion trophy to Dominikus Ferdinand from Indonesia, who is receiving it on 
behalf of owner Irvan Lesmana, also from Indonesia.

The fish on this page and the next ones 
were among the more colorful competitors

Colonel Attavichitchanyarak receives the Best of Show award on behalf of Sebastian Goon and 
Uncle Daeng of the Thailand Betta Club; he is congratulated by some of the event judges and BEP 
officers

Sarawut Korsoongsak (Thailand), Allan 
Paul Francisco (Philippines), and head 
judge Bryan Lim (Philippines).

 
The Philippines retained its dominance, 

finishing with 1,115 points, followed by 
Thailand (575), Singapore (440), Indonesia 
(390), the USA (200), Malaysia (100), 
and Taiwan (20). In the Youth Division, 
Mischael Trinidad took the award for best 
in Halfmoon/Doubletail Halfmoon(HM/
DTHM), while Khris Thalia Trinidad secured 
best in optional. Castor Troy Pico received 
best in Halfmon Plakat and Crowntail; his 
Crowntail also bagged Best of Show in the 
Youth Division.
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In the main competition, Category 
Champion DTHM went to Praphut Castro 
of the Thailand Betta Club. Category 
Champion Crowntail was won by Irvan 
Lesmana of Indonesia. HM Category 
Champion went to Richard Gomez of the 
Philippines. Category Champion HMPK 
went to Sebastian Goon/Uncle Daeng of 
Thailand Betta Club; it also won the Grand 
Champion award. Optional Class winners 
were Heng Betta (Singapore) as best in 
optional class, while Kelvin Tham/Boey Lee 
bagged the award for best in giant class.

 

BEP founder and executive committee member 
Mark Lester Hao and Betta World Cup 2016 
show chairman Dominick Galauran work on 
the show’s records
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The Betta World Cup 2016 Judges and Executive Committee. Standing, left to right: BEP president 
Jeffrey Duyan; BEP founder and executive committee chairman Mark Lester Hao; Indonesian IBC 
judge Dominikus Ferdinand; Singaporean IBC judge Clemence Chee; Indonesian IBC Area 6 head 
judge Hermanus Haryanto; Malaysian IBC judge Choong Pei Tong; BEP founder, executive committee 
member, and Betta World Cup 2016 head judge Bryan Lim; BEP founder and executive committee 
member Bruce Kenneth Tan; Singaporean IBC judge Tang Wee Guan; IBC Philippines judge and 
BEP co-founder Allan Francisco; and BEP membership manager and Betta World Cup 2016 show 
chairman Dominick Galauran. Kneeling in front are (left) Thai IBC judge Sarawut Korsoongsak and 
Singaporean IBC judge Lee Yen Leong. 

The beauty of betta splendens 
was showcased at the event, which 
also included arts and crafts and the 
participation of the Philippine Hamster 
Owners Society (PHOS). During a PHOS 
show in 2015, bettas were included, 
and audience response was enthusiastic, 
leading to camaraderie and cooperation 
between the two clubs. Now the 
partnership aims to make people aware 
that they can keep not just one or two 
pets of the same kind, but they can have 
more as long as they can provide for all 
the needs of their pets.

 
During the Betta World Cup, 

participants and visitors alike exchanged 
ideas and made new partnerships as they 
participated in games, won prizes, and 
enjoyed celebrity performances by Jelai 
Andres and King Badger. More events 
will be organized as the betta hobby 
continues its growth hand in hand with 
the progress of the BEP. 

 

These cute critters exhibited by the Philippine 
Hamster Owners Society added a touch of 
whimsy to the competition
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THE LARGEST DISPLAY KOI (JAPANESE COLORED CARPS) 
SHOWROOM IN THE PHILIPPINES TODAY. WHERE MORE 
THAN 4,000 KOI ARE ON DISPLAYED FOR SALE AT ANY GIVEN TIME.

WE ACCEPT POND CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE

WE SHIP NATIONWIDE

THE BEST BREEDING TROPICAL FISH WITH THE HIGHEST
QUALITY OF IMPORTED BREEDING STOCKS 
IN THE COUNTRY TODAY.

Other bloodlines available:
Jos Thoné, gerard Koopman, joseph Van den Broucke,

Dewit Van Bunderen, vrosch - meijers, gerard van tuyl, 

p&P Philippens, f&k van riet, filip herbots, etc.

MAIN BRANCH
EDSA cor. South Super Highway, Makati
853-8387 / 0922-8890837 (Jun-Jun)
advancedhobbyist@yahoo.com.ph
www.facebook.com/koiVillage

DAVAO BRANCH
AJM Arcade, Rizal St., Tagum City
0922-8981086 (Samuel Lim)

471 Gen. Luna St., Walled City, 
Intramuros, Metro Manila

FOR RESERVATION
Tel. No. : 527-7616 to 20
0923-5545097 (Pakyaw)
0917-8379739 (Mark Castro)
advancedhobbyist88@yahoo.com
www.facebook.com/AdvancedHobbyistLoft

471 Gen. Luna St., Walled City, 
Intramuros, Metro Manila

0920-8668809 (Samuel Lim)
09206488235 (Melvin So)

advancedhobbyist@yahoo.com.ph   
www.facebook.com/FireDragonAquaticFarm

WE EXCLUSIVELY BREED WILDLIFE REGISTERED REPTILES

Barangay Bagbaguin, Pandi, Bulacan

0920-8668809 (Samuel Lim)
09206488235 (Melvin So)

advancedhobbyist@yahoo.com.ph
www.facebook.com/CongoCharlieReptile

“QUALITY BREEDING      

ADVANCED HOBBYIST GENETIC      

RACING PIGEON FOUNDATION STRAIN:
HOME OF “CRACK 52” & “FLYING MACHINE” LINE. 
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BREEDING EXCELLENT KOI FISH UNDER 
THE SUPERVISION OF JAPANESE 
AND SINGAPOREAN EXPERTS

BREEDING CHAMPION BLOODLINES
SHOW QUALITY DOGS

MULTI WORLD SLASHER CHAMPION

WORLD MASTER BREEDERS CUP INTERNATIONAL CHAMPION

2X GCAP CHAMPION

SPOT D DOT IN DURANGO SUN’S POLKA DOTS

BREEDING SPOTTED STINGRAYS:
BLACK DIAMOND, GALAXY, LEOPOLDI, HENLEI, PEARL RAY, 
MOTELO, JAGUAR, OTORONGO, ESTRELLA, HAWAIIAN, TIGRILLO,
HYSTRIX, FALKNERI, FLOWER RAY, TIGER RAY, MOTORO SP, ETC.

ONE OF THE LARGEST FRESH WATER 
STINGRAY BREEDING FARM IN THE COUNTRY TODAY.

Barangay Bagbaguin, Pandi, Bulacan

0922-8981086 
0920-8668809 (Samuel Lim)

advancedhobbyist@yahoo.com.ph

“THE BREEDS OF CHAMPIONS”

   MAKES THE DIFFERENCE”

  BREEDING STATION, INC.

Sitio Guintubdan, Brgy. Ara-al, La Carlota City, Negros Occidental 
360 Pres. Laurel HiWay, Brgy. San Pioquinto, Malvar, Batangas
1 Sitio Pulong Gubat, Brgy. Emmanuel, Cuenca, Batangas 

444-7862 / 293-1417
0917-8379739 (Mark Castro)

advancedhobbyist88@yahoo.com
www.facebook.com/WinsletGamefarm

“WANAKASA”, Cabangaan Road, 
Silang, Cavite City

0922-8981086 
0920-8668809 (Samuel Lim)

advancedhobbyist@yahoo.com.ph
www.facebook.com/AdvancedHobbyistKennel

Barangay Bagbaguin, Pandi, Bulacan

0920-8668809 (Samuel Lim)
09206488235 (Melvin So)

advancedhobbyist@yahoo.com.ph 
www.facebook.com/DurangoSunStingray
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ove Your Pet Day 
was a furry fun-filled 
celebration of love for 
cats and dogs at the 
Greenbelt 5 Fashion 
Walk. Timed to coincide 
with Love Your Pet Day 

in the US, the event was envisioned to 
help transform pet owners into true pet 
parents. And it started with taking the 
pets out on a date.

 
The event featured a massage station 

(headed by Sheryl Peralta, whose advice 
and services can also be found at the Bow 
& Wow branch in Robinson’s Magnolia), 
pet caricatures, and a photo/kissing 
booth. While furry babies enjoyed a 
delicious pet buffet from organizer Bow & 
Wow and All 4 Pets Party, pet parents had 
their own buffet as well—but they were 
also free to get a taste from the human-
grade pet buffet!

           
Guests also enjoyed fun games and 

special serenades by Genie Singer and 
Caezar Vizcarra; they also got to interact 
with two wonderful adoptables—sweet 
Pamela (a rescued mixed breed) and 
charming Brutus (a rescued Pitbull from 
the Laguna dog fighting ring)—at the 
Compassion and Responsibility for 
Animals (CARA) Welfare Philippines’ 
adoption booth.

LOVE YOUR 

Animals On The Scene

L

PET DAY
Photos by CJ RAQUION
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Bonbelle Cerbo of Bow & Wow 

explained that with Love Your Pet, they 
wanted to increase awareness of how 
to properly care for one’s pets, “…
by giving them not only quality time, 
but also quality nutrition to keep them 
happy and healthy. Our pets spend 
such a limited time with us, and for all 
the unconditional love and attention 
that our pets give us, it’s only right 
that we feed them healthy with only 
all-natural pet food in order to nourish 
their bodies and to give them a longer, 
richer, and happier life.”

 

The first stop on the way to treats to help 
visitors love their pets more

Some visitors came with prettily costumed pets

“Am I cute?” this 
friendly little one 
seems to be asking

The only feline 
guest at the 
event was 
amazed by 
the sights and 
treats

Partnering with CARA, the event 
also helped spread awareness regarding 
animal welfare and adoption, as the 
organization is dedicated to inspiring and 
educating Filipinos about animal welfare, 
animal population control, and the proper 
treatment of animals in the community.

 
Those interested in more events 

can visit www.bowandwow.com.
ph, and follow www.facebook.com/
bowandwow and the Instagram account 
@bowandwow. 
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ho says Valentine’s Day is only 
for human lovers? Pawsitively in 
Love, recently held on that day at 
Eton Centris Walk in Quezon City, 
showed guests and passersby that 
there is such a thing as “fur-ever.”

 
Organized by Paws & Tails Event Concepts and 

Management, over 800 dog and cat lovers from all 

PHOTOS BY JEFFREY C. LIM

PAWSITIVELY 

Animals On The Scene

W

IN LOVE

A colorfully costumed pair 
makes for a cheerful sight

A proud pet 
parent!
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over the metro of many different breeds 
came with their feline and canine dates to 
enjoy the many booths, attractions, and 
great shopping finds at the event. The 
Royal Canin Care-A-Van rolled in, giving 
away many freebies while educating pet 
parents on proper health nutrition.

 
To the delight of pet parents, there 

were discounted pet vaccinations. The 
dainty Bubble Bath van gave dogs and 
cats free refreshing baths the whole 
afternoon. Pets and humans alike enjoyed 
exciting games, and capping things off 
was a glamorous parade of decorated pet 
prams. 

Visitors enjoyed the bazaar 
and the chance to interact with other pet parents

Just some of the gorgeous dates 
brought by visiting pet parents

A welcome treat: 
bubble baths for pets

The True Value booth offered 
pet supplies, accessories, 
and some of the best fish 
food available

There were freebies at this booth!
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ow on its seventh 
edition, the yearly 
Ultimate Flowerhorn 
Competition, recently 
held at the J. Centre 
Mall in Mandaue 
City, featured three 

categories (Zhen Zhou or ZZ, ZZ and 
Kamfa, and Kamfa). Showcasing the 
vast array of different flowerhorns from 
Visayas and Mindanao, UFC7 is one of 
the most anticipated Flowerhorn shows in 
the Visayas area, and is considered at par 
with the Philippine Arowana and Lou Han 
Society (PALHS) Flowerhorn Competition 
in Metro Manila.

 
UFC7 has the following objectives: 

promoting the flowerhorn hobby not 
only in the Visayas but also in Mindanao; 
promoting responsible fishkeeping; and 
helping those in the hobby find ways of 
making it a source of livelihood. The event 
showcased many different mutations and 
how flowerhorns have evolved, from the 
local breeds to imported Zhen Zhou and 
kamfas to the short bodied and molted 
variety.

 
Organized by Aniceto Buscas, leader of 

Cebu Crossbreed Philippines (a non-stock, 
non-profit organization and a recognized 
PALHs-affiliated group), UFC7 helped 
demonstrate how flowerhorn keeping is 
flourishing in the Visayas and Mindanao, 
particularly in Cebu.

ULTIMATE 

Animals On The Scene

N

FLOWERHORN 
COMPETITION 7
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ecause having pets 
fixed is currently not a 
popular practice among 
Filipino pet owners 
and animal lovers, 
the problem of pet 
overpopulation keeps 

getting bigger as the number of stray cats 
and dogs continues to grow—and we see 
more and more injured and malnourished 
animals on the street. Yet spaying and 
neutering is the main solution to the 
problem.

 
Spaying is the surgical removal of 

reproductive organs of female dogs and 
female cats, while neutering (also known 
as castration) is the surgical removal of 
the reproductive organs of male dogs 
and male cats. Both procedures are done 
by a licensed veterinarian to keep the 
animals from reproducing, and are widely 
promoted by animal welfare organizations 
all over the world to help solve the 
problem of pet overpopulation.

 
There are more benefits to spaying and 

neutering, though—and it’s something 
siblings Daniel and Vanessa Matsunaga 
know from personal experience. Vanessa, 
a model, says, “It was total chaos in our 
house before our Alaskan Malamutes 

MAN UP AND 

Animals On The Scene

B

PAWS launches spay & neuter campaign with new celebrity ambassadors

NEUTER!

Siblings Daniel and Vanessa Matsunaga unveil their ads promoting the PAWS spay/neuter campaign

were spayed and neutered. They would 
get into fights and they would mark 
(urine marking) everywhere. We read up 
on spay/neuter and we learned about 
its health benefits for our pets—like 
the prevention of mammary tumors 

and pyometra for female dogs, and the 
prevention of testicular cancer and prostate 
disease for male dogs.”

After they had their dogs spayed and 
neutered, Vanessa notes that their house 
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became much more peaceful; no more 
fights among their dogs and no more 
urine spraying.

 
Daniel shares that family dog Sumo 

was their first Alaskan malamute, 
acquired from a breeder who allowed 
inbreeding. “One of the reasons why 
Sumo had inherent genetic issues was 
because his parents are half siblings. 
We had Sumo neutered because we 
did not want him to reproduce; he 
already has physical problems because 
of the inbreeding.”

 
It is a misconception, Daniel adds, 

that only aspins or puspins (native 
dogs and cats) need to be spayed or 
neutered. “Purebred dogs need to be 
fixed as well. Aside from the health 
benefits, it is especially important to 
prevent your dogs from reproducing 
when you know you cannot take care 
of the puppies or kittens.”

 
The Matsunagas are the latest 

celebrity ambassadors for The 
Philippine Animal Welfare Society’s 
campaign to promote “spay and 
neuter” or “kapon” of companion 
animals. The ads for the campaign, 
shot by photographer Roy Macam, 
feature Daniel with Sumo and model 
Vanessa with spayed poodle Carly.

 
PAWS hopes that this campaign will 

encourage more people to spay and/or 
neuter their pets, and put the spotlight 
on the importance of responsible pet 
ownership in reducing the number 
of strays and improving the general 
situation of animal welfare in the 
Philippines.

 
The ads were recently launched at 

a media event at Sobremesa, a pet-
friendly restaurant at Ortigas Center. 
PAWS executive director Anna Cabrera 
says they are glad to finally have 
celebrities speaking up on the issue of 
spay-neuter. “One of the reasons that 
‘kapon’ is unpopular in the Philippines 
is because of the prevailing mindset of 
Filipinos that it is harmful to the.” She 
explained that the surgical procedure 
is done on the animal while it is under 
general anesthesia so the animal 

36   Animal Scene





ANIMALS ON THE SCENE

does not feel pain. A few hours after the 
procedure, the dog will be up and about 
and no longer experience the discomfort 

of going into heat or, in the case of male 
dogs, become stressed when they smell a 
female in heat.

Daniel & Vanessa being interviewed by the press

The Matsunagas with photographer Roy 
Macam, Vanessa’s husband Jun Sunga, the 
styling team, and PAWS volunteers

 
Fixed animals live longer, healthier 

lives, Cabrera adds. ”We’re so happy that 
two of the entertainment industry’s most 
beautiful personalities have agreed to 
help debunk the myth that pets lose their 
masculine appeal or become less feminine 
when they are spayed or neutered. Real 
manliness comes from being responsible 
and that is why there is a call to ‘Man up!’ 
for pet owners to do the responsible thing 
and neuter their pets.” 

PAWS offers low-cost spay and 
neuter services at their clinic on 
Aurora Boulevard, Katipunan 
Valley, Loyola Heights, Quezon 
City. The cost of spaying a female 
aspin is R1,500 while neutering 
a male aspin is R1,000. For more 
information visit http://www.paws.
org.ph/veterinary-services.html.
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ishkeeping is a popular 
hobby here in the 
Philippines. Ask any 
fishkeeper why they 
passionately pursue 
it, and they will likely 

confess that fishkeeping is a source 
of relaxation that relieves them of the 
stress of the rigors of daily life. If you are 

F
Text by ANGEL L. AMPIL

 RELAX, AND ENJOY 
THE HOBBY!

For comments, suggestions, and questions, write to Angel Ampil at AngelAmpil@yahoo.com

reading this article, you most probably 
agree with me, right?

 
I believe there is no better way 

to clear your mind of the problems 
encountered at the office after a 
long day than to sit comfortably in 
front of your tank and just enjoy it. 
Maybe tinker around a bit in the tank 
to see that everything is in order, feed 

the fish a little, and settle in your favorite 
chair. This is peace and calm in your own 
little kingdom.

 
For a minority, however, I see blank 

stares at this article with the question, 
“What did I get myself into?” running 
in their minds. Well isn’t this so true. 
Some hobbyists see fishkeeping as a 
struggle. Instead of it being a relaxing 
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Ingredients: Lamb meal, beef meal, ground corn, whole 
ground wheat, wheat mill run, soybean meal,  corn gluten 
meal,  natural flavor, brown rice,  beet pulp, salt, choline 
chloride,  minerals  (zinc sulfate,  ferrous sulfate, zinc oxide, 
calcium carbonate, copper sulfate, sodium selenite, 
manganous oxide, mineral oil, calcium iodate, cobalt 
carbonate), potassium chloride,  vitamins (vitamin A acetate, 
vitamin D3 supplement, vitamin E supplement, niacin, 
d-pantothenate acid,  thiamine  mononitrate,  pyridoxine 
hydrochloride, riboflavin supplement, menadione  sodium 
bisulfite complex (source of vitamin K activity), folic acid, 
biotin, vitamin B12 supplement), omega 3 & 6 fatty acids.
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correct information from what is 
erroneous. Let common sense be your 
guide to determine what is true or not. 
If it doesn’t make sense to a newbie 
fishkeeper, then most likely it will not 
make sense to anyone at all.

 
There are many social groups in 

the fishkeeping community in the 
Philippines that fishkeepers subscribe 
to. Unfortunately, these groups 
are known for freewheeling 
information about fishkeeping 
since anyone is free to post. 
Comments here are not a “dime a 
dozen” but rather a “free for all”; so 
long as you are quick at the keyboard 
or on your touch screen, then your 
comment will be published. Some 
comments in these groups are highly 
unreliable. We live in a free country 
and everyone is entitled to express 
their own opinion. But everyone’s 
opinion is not necessarily true or 
correct. Unfortunately, some use social 
media through fish groups to enhance 
their personal image and push their 
own goals; they are not there to share 
correct information.

 
It always raises my ire to read a 

recommendation from someone that 
ends with the statement, “Let’s wait 
for what the masters will say.” How 
can someone share ideas when that 
person is not confident about their 
recommendation? Honestly, this only 
confuses readers. I think it is best 
to start with the comment “Let’s 
wait for what the masters will say,” 
then refrain from adding anything. 
Obviously, a person who ends his or 
her recommendation with “Let’s wait 
for what the masters will say” is really 
more interested in airtime and “pogi 
points” and not about addressing the 

hobby, it becomes a source of worry 
and frustrations; for these people, 
fishkeeping turns them into slaves to 
the hobby and they no longer enjoy 
it. I must admit there may be a number 
of reasons why a hobby can turn out 
this way. These reasons are valid and are 
indeed a part of the hobby.

 
Fishkeeping knowhow

 For newbies, fishkeeping 
knowhow—or rather, the lack of 
it—is a realistic source of worry and 
stress. This of course is a natural thing 
to feel when you are not in your comfort 
zone…just like when you are a stranger 
in a foreign land. You aren’t familiar with 
a place, its people, and culture, so you 
simply aren’t too comfortable moving 
around.

 
It is understandable that newbies 

lack the necessary information needed 
to successfully keep fish. After all they 
are just starting and do not yet fully 
understand the basics of successful 
fishkeeping. However, this should 
not be a hindrance, and may 
even be used as motivation to 
learn information one needs to 
be successful. One’s willingness to 
learn should catapult that person to 
new insights as one does research and 
asks the right people for guidance and 
information.

 
During my time as a newbie, the only 

information available was from books 
at the library or the bookstore. I also 
asked questions of the people in the fish 
store—and they probably didn’t know 
a thing about fishkeeping, but they 
surely knew how excited you were about 
buying a new fish! So we pretty much 
learned by experience and not by getting 

the right information from the right people.
Newbies nowadays have the 

advantage of quick information 
right at their fingertips. You may do 
research and ask fellow hobbyists through 
your smartphone. Numerous websites, 
blogs, and articles are a good source 
of information via the Internet, while 
fish forums and fish groups offer a rich 
exchange of experiences from fellow 
fishkeepers.

EVERYONE 
MAKES 

MISTAKES, AND 
FISH 

DO GET SICK 
AND DIE. THE 
IMPORTANT 
THING IS TO 

LEARN 
THEN MOVE ON

 
Unfortunately, both good and bad 

information are oftentimes presented 
to newbie fishkeepers, and this can 
only confuse them more. There are 
many occasions when I received text 
messages, PMs, and calls from newbie 
hobbyists seeking my opinion on certain 
issues because they just did not know who 
or what to believe. Having a mentor is, of 
course, the best situation for a newbie. 
Your mentor can ask the opinion of 
someone who is a successful fishkeeper of 
your particular fish; your mentor should be 
able to tell you what to do and explain why 
or how to do it.

 
If there is no one to ask, then it is up 

to the newbie fishkeeper to distinguish 
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THE INTERNET AGE 
HAS OPENED 

A WORLD 
OF INFORMATION 
TO FISHKEEPERS--
BUT YOU SHOULD 

KNOW HOW 
TO SORT 

THE GOOD 
FROM THE BAD

AQUA BASICS

concerns of the newbie fishkeeper.
 
Comments that make a lot noise 

and elicit unrelated side comments 
are viewed a lot and produce many 
“likes”—but these usually don’t come 
with a lot of sense. On the other hand, 
a thread-stopping comment that 
is viewed and “liked” by many is 
usually the one that makes a lot of 
sense. The comment is so clear and 
correct that no one is feels obliged to 
add further comments, and the “likes” 
are an affirmation of the correctness of 
the comment.

 
It is understandable that newbie 

fishkeepers worry a lot and therefore 
will have to ask a lot of questions. 
But then they too will have to learn 
fishkeeping themselves. If they just 
ask questions so that answers are 
spoon-fed to them, then this will get 
them nowhere. The information shared 
by fellow fishkeepers must be listened 
to, analyzed, and adapted to real life 
fishkeeping situations. Otherwise you will 
never learn. You can’t be a newbie with 
10 years of newbie experience!

 
As the learning curve improves, the 

more confident the newbie becomes. 
There shall be less worries and more time 
to enjoy the hobby.

Maintenance is hell

 When my niece Isabella Ampil was 
about 7 or 8 years old, she kept bugging 
her parents for a tank. Her dad agreed 
but explained the fishkeeping hobby 
requires serious responsibility. So my 
niece and I would have chats for her 
to know what she was getting into. 

Of course my expert advice got her so 
motivated. However, when she told her 
friends about her plans, things drastically 
changed. Her peers quickly gave her a 
reality check about the work she needed 
to put into the hobby and… Kaboom! 
She wouldn’t have any of that. After all 
there are more fun things for a little girl 
to do than clean messy filters.

 
I must admit fishkeeping duties 

are a daily grind and can become a 
burden for some, taking the fun out 
of aquarium keeping. After all, to be a 
successful fishkeeper, you must maintain 
optimum water quality. This means 
putting in a lot of time and effort.

 
While it is important to have optimum 

water quality, and having a nice clean 

tank is desirable, remember that there 
is no such thing as an aquarium that is 
spotlessly clean. Do not be so obsessive 
compulsive that you are overly concerned 
about every single bit of dirt in your tank. 
After all, you have a filter, so you let your 
filter work for you.

 
Tank maintenance is a program 

and it entails periodic cleaning 
activities scheduled weekly, monthly, 
and biannually. Maintenance work 
that you need to do weekly is a 20-
30% partial water change, wiping front 
glass panels, and checking on lights and 
fixtures. Monthly maintenance work 
includes cleaning and rinsing mechanical 
filters and scrubbing algae off the glass 
panels. Biannual maintenance work 
requires cleaning the biological section of 
filters and probably replacing charcoal or 
other chemical filtration media.

 
It is true that the harder you 

work at maintaining your tank, the 
more will you be rewarded with 
a beautiful tank. Don’t be such so 
obsessive compulsive about this as well 
and develop a schedule that will let 
you “work smarter” to work less. Be 
reminded that your sacrifices shall be 
rewarded, so you might as well have fun 
doing your chores. So let’s have less of 
the anxiety and more of the fun.

 
Relax in sickness or in health

 Fish getting sick is, of course, a big 
concern; after all, who would wants their 
pet to get sick? This will happen, so you 
better be ready when it does.

 
The first thing to remember when the 

health of the fish is an issue is to know if 
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it is sick or not. This may sound crazy but 
if you do not know what symptoms 
to look for, then you will never know 
if your fish is sick. So it’s best to do 
research or ask fellow fishkeepers for 
their opinion.

 
Unfortunately, some fishkeepers go 

over the edge. They take pictures and 
videos and post the same pictures and 
videos in all possible fish groups and ask 
what is wrong with their fish. The thing 
is, they will get hundreds of different 
replies—and as a result, they won’t know 
which answers are right. Worst case 
scenario: no one replies. Well, actually, 
this is better for the fish, but worse 
for their egos…for panicking for no 
apparent reason at all.

 
This reminds me of a recent post that 

appeared in a number of fish groups; 
I was tagged to solicit a comment. 
This person posted 3 or 4 pictures of 
an Arowana with a spot on its head. 
Reading through the comments, the 
spot appeared to be a “pimple.” So I 
asked how many of these “pimples” 
there were. One…one “pimple”…even 
in human experience, no one dies of a 
pimple. It would be different if it were 
a few or some “pimples” because it 
could be the onset of an Anchor Worm 
outbreak. But one “pimple”?

 
If you can’t be sure if your fish 

is sick or not, the best guide is your 
experience. If your fish hasn’t been 
sick at all, then your experience tells you 
what a healthy fish looks like. Now look 
at your fish and observe it keenly. Does it 
look the same as when it was not sick? Is 
its behavior the same as when it was not 

sick? Since you know how it looks like 
when it is not sick, you can compare the 
way it looks and behaves at present. If 
they are the same, then you can be sure 
it is not sick. But if things are different, 
then it may be sick.

 
A fish is sick if, physically, you 

see something different from 
the norm, like redness, swelling, 
lesions, parasites attached to the 
fish, protruding scales, or tiny 

veterinarians around, we don’t really 
have a fish doctor in the country. So you 
will have to take charge.

  
Death really does us part

 When your fish dies, it is a big-
time bummer. Some people get so 
affected that they even leave fishkeeping 
altogether. Some share pictures of their 
dead fish and post about the death in 
their social media accounts and give 
eulogies to their fallen fish. Everyone has 
their own way of reacting when a fish 
dies. But you know what? The truth of 
the matter is that at one point, just like 
all living things, your fish will die. This is 
a natural process which is indeed part of 
fishkeeping.

 
What is important is that death 

of your fish does not lead you to 
depression. You have to move on. Like 
what they always say, “It’s not how many 
times you fall, but how many time you 
pick yourself up.” So gather yourself after 
mourning and take a look at your tank. If 
it is empty, take three deep breaths and 
move on.

 
Take another look. Do you know 

what you are missing?
 
No, not your fish that has died; 

remember, you are moving on. An empty 
tank means you have to buy a new fish! 
It doesn’t make sense to have a fish tank 
without fish, right? So stop mumbling 
and grumbling. Google up some images 
of a new and exciting fish to whet your 
appetite. Hey, fishkeeping is fun; it is 
relaxing. Go get yourself a new fish 
and let’s do this all over again! Happy 
fishkeeping! 

ONE POSSIBLE 
SOURCE OF 

STRESS IS WHEN 
NEWBIES GET 

STARTED WITHOUT 
KNOWING HOW 
MUCH WORK IS 
INVOLVED IN THE 

HOBBY.

white spots. Its behavior also may 
be different from the norm. It may 
be lethargic, timid, scratching, or 
shimmering. All these are observations 
that are contrary to how a healthy fish 
looks or behaves.

 
Take note of these observations and 

research on what the disease is called. 
You need to identify the disease to know 
what medicine to look for. From there, 
use the medicine and follow directions 
as indicated. While we have many 
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omeranians are easily 
identified by their thick, 
fluffy coat, a double 
layer of coarse guard 
hairs, and finer, cottony 
fur. The loss of this coat 

characterizes Alopecia X, or Black Skin 
Disease (BSD).

 
While alopecia is a general term 

for coat loss, the X signifies that the 
cause of the coat loss is unknown. 
All breeds of Pomeranians have the 
gene that causes this disease, says 
Faustino “Tino” Farro, internationally 
renowned Pomeranian trainer (under 
whose tutelage are many international 
and local champions). As a result, BSD 
is diagnosed by exclusion only after 
eliminating other possible causes, 
like fungal infections, thyroid or adrenal 
dysfunction, skin parasites, and others. 
He helped Animal Scene complete a 
basic guide on how to identify, address, 
and hopefully, prevent the disease from 
developing.

Good To Know

P
Text by PAUL CATIANG

Pomeranians 
and Black 
Skin Disease

 
Animal Scene Note: Because 
there was much interest in the 
Pomeranian—the cover story for the 
February issue of Animal Scene—
and its care, Animal Scene tackles 
the dread disease that afflicts these 
beautiful dogs in particular in hopes 
that readers will understand the 
disease and why they should not give 
up on Pomeranians which do develop 
the disease.

 
Identification

The coat loss usually begins 
around the tail, where the typically 
fluffy Pomeranian tail fur starts 
to grow thin. At other times, the 
body coat loses some of its color, 
becoming dry, coarse, or woolly, even 
clumping together. The shedding is 
also generally symmetrical along the 
body.

 
When this happens, it helps to not 

jump to conclusions and immediately 
panic about your Pomeranian having the 
disease. Instead, bring your dog to the 
vet and have a series of tests done. 
The website pomeranian.org advises a 
skin biopsy, a blood panel, urinalysis, 
and tests for the thyroid and adrenal 
hormones. This will eliminate other 
causes of shedding, and can lead to 
other forms of treatment.
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GOOD TO KNOW

It also helps to note the Pom’s age. 
Some cases of Alopecia X are early onset, 
occurring at four to six months of age. 
Sadly, this has been observed in puppies 
with fluffy, cottony coats, who do not 
end up growing adult coats. This should 
not be confused with the “ugly 
puppy” stage Poms undergo as they 
mature—it is best to wait for the first 
adult coat to grow out.

 
In contrast, late-onset Alopecia X 

has been observed anywhere from 
two to four years of age. Here, the 
Pom goes through regular coat cycles 
until the new double coat stops growing. 
Thus, any coat loss at these age ranges 
can be a good reason to have your vet 
run a series of tests to see whether it is 
BSD or not.

sun can darken the Pom’s skin. It can 
also suffer heat loss in cold weather, but 
that’s hardly a problem in the tropical 
weather of the Philippines. Suggestions 
from pomeranian.org include putting 
a soft sweater on your Pom in cold 
temperatures and putting sunscreen 
on it 15 minutes before going out 
on sunny days. Regular baths can also 
help relieve the skin from irritation due to 
exposure, and using an exfoliating mitt 
can help slough the dead skin off. The 
website also suggests switching from 
store-bought food to home-cooked food 
to ensure you’re your Pomeranian eats a 
generally more nutritious diet.

 
(Animal Scene Note: Avoid those that 
have zinc oxide as an active ingredient. 
There are sunscreens made expressly 
for dogs and other pets, but these 
aren’t easy to come by locally. Try using 
the sunscreens created for babies and 
toddlers, and just be sure your dog 
doesn’t lick the sunscreen off. You only 
need to cover the exposed skin; no 
need to use sunscreen on your Pom’s 
remaining fur.)

 
Lastly, owners may add melatonin 

to the dog’s food. In around 30% of 
recorded cases, Poms regrew their coats 
after six to eight weeks of melatonin 
in their food. Once the fur growth 
plateaus, owners can see about reducing 

the dosage gradually over a couple 
of months. Where supplements are 
concerned, however, it is best to consult 
a veterinarian to determine if melatonin 
will work, and what dosage can be used.

 
There are also some theories that BSD 

is caused by a hormonal imbalance, and 
while this is still being studied, some cases 
of BSD were addressed by spaying or 
neutering the affected Poms. At the 
very least, such individuals can be taken 
out of the breeding line and will not 
produce offspring that carry the gene.

 Reproduction
 Breeders face a larger set of 

challenges. Tino advises outcrossing or 
distant line-breeding for hybrid vigor 
and genetic diversity, but only with lines 
that have not produced BSD-afflicted 
individuals. When buying new pups, 
he prefers to see both the sire and the 
dam; while it is normal to have the dam 
shaved after it gives birth, a breeder 
should have no problem producing a sire 
for inspection. Beware: if your breeder 
refuses to show you the parents of 
your Pom and can give no legitimate 
reason other than “the dogs are 
my secret,” this may be a cause for 
concern.

 
It also helps for breeders to be honest 

about which lines have produced BSD. 
Tino has spoken with one breeder who 
mixes white and orange Pomeranian 
lines in an effort to breed out the gene. 
The website pomquest.com appears 
to support this, saying that BSD has a 
smaller prevalence in Nordic or Spitz 
Pomeranian breeds. Lastly, local breeders 
can contact each other and breeders 
abroad to gain more information on 
Alopecia X.

 
Most importantly, BSD is no reason 

to euthanize or give up an affected 
Pomeranian. As it is not an infectious 
disease, a Pomeranian with BSD is still 
a regular dog in many ways, and can 
return its owner’s attention and affection 
in its own unique way. 

 
Interventions

Even though there is no known 
cure for BSD, owners of Poms have 
a number of options when their 
pet is diagnosed with it. Most of the 
treatments for BSD are symptomatic. 
Pomeranians with BSD are not in 
pain, so owners can focus on issues that 
arise because of coat loss.

 
Coat loss can make a Pomeranian 

more susceptible to the weather. 
As the name indicates, exposure to the 
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fter the noise last New 
Year’s Eve, pets can 
now heave a sign of 
relief.

They can calm 
down, leave their comfort zone, 
continue playing and loving their 
masters.

Barangay leaders, however, have to 
roll up their sleeves and start rounding 
up stray dogs, cats, and other pets 
endangering the neighborhood.

For Pet’s Sake

A
Text by RAMON FRANCISCO

2016: 
TOUGH 

JOB 
AHEAD 

TO SHOW 
LOVE 

FOR PETS

Animal Scene Note: This column should 
have been published in our January 2016 
issue, but is only appearing now due to a 
scheduling miscommunication.

City pound teams can do the job 
of cleaning the communities.

Veterinarians can step up the anti-
rabies campaign to safeguard the 
children and the elderly.

But the real job is on the 
shoulders of pet owners, handlers, 
and pet welfare groups.

Animal cruelty abounds. Down 
South, a man was arrested by police 
for beating up a helpless, hungry 
dog.

This is only one case of inhumanity.

But the love of people for their pets 
can be seen in typhoon hit areas. Many 
pets were saved from storm surges, 
floods and other calamities.

Thus, 2016 bodes well for pets and 
humans. The New Year is a challenge 
for human kindness to pets, the lovely 
creatures. 



Cover Story

The
American
Shorthair
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ere’s the long and short 
of it: If you want a calm 
but fun, devoted but 
undemanding feline 
buddy, an American 
Shorthair won’t 

disappoint.

“[The] American Shorthair is very 
affectionate, friendly, and adaptable,” 
says Archie Uy, owner and breeder of this 
issue’s gorgeous cover model. It doesn’t 
matter if you’re living by yourself or with 
a big family. The American Shorthair 
can easily adjust to your home, 
whether you’re a young parent whose 
child is looking for a furry playmate or 
you’re in your sixties or seventies and 
craving a caring feline companion.

COVER STORY

H
Text by STEF DELA CRUZ, MD
Photos by JEFFREY C. LIM



COVER STORY

 NOT ONE TO BE 
SHORT-FUSED, 
THE FRIENDLY AND 
CALM AMERICAN 
SHORTHAIR HAS 
A LONG HISTORY 
OF HUMAN 
COMPANIONSHIP, 
MAKING HIM 
THE PERFECT 
“FURRIEND” FOR 
THE ENTIRE FAMILY.
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EUROPEAN-TURNED-ALL-AMERICAN

Despite its name, the American 
Shorthair can actually be traced back 
to Europeans who decided to settle 
in North America. While in transit, 
these pioneers had cats in their ships 
working to keep the rodent population 
under control.

Eventually, these hardworking 
cats came to be known as the North 
American Shorthair. No longer needed 
for their pest-control duties, they were 
loved for their demeanor and beauty.

Breeders soon took interest in 
these North American shorthaired 
cats, selecting only the best specimens 
to ensure that the breed retained 
the qualities it was loved and known 
for. According to The Cat Fanciers’ 
Association, the word “North” was 
dropped in 1966 and this feline finally 
came to be known as the American 
Shorthair.

COVER STORY

GOOD LOOKS, GOOD TEMPERAMENT

A medium-sized cat with muscular 
build, this gentle feline beauty boasts 
of lustrous fur that’s easy to maintain. 
The heads of American Shorthairs 
are longer than they are wide, with 
wide-set eyes that look large yet 
remain proportionate to their heads.

Unlike the Exotic Shorthair’s eyes, 
the American Shorthair’s are not as 
round, with the upper lid possessing 
an almond curve and the lower lid that 
of a full arc. The ears are semi-curved 
at the tip. This cat’s chin looks rather 
strong, giving its face a square shape. 
One look at an American Shorthair’s 
face gives you the impression of cat 
with a sweet personality who can’t 
wait to make friends.

They tolerate children really well. 
They remain calm when playing with 
kids, even as these cats grow old. 
Known for their affectionate nature, 
American Shorthairs can make friends 
not just with humans, but with other 
animals, too.

They are eternally curious, wanting 

to explore their surroundings and play 
wherever they can. You may find them 
birdwatching at your window—enjoying 
a bird’s outdoor antics can provide hours 
of entertainment.

While some American Shorthairs may 
enjoy sitting and napping on your lap, 
others may prefer watching you fondly 
from a few feet away. They are friendly 
but do not hover, an indication of 
their well-adjusted personality.

Despite wanting to be among their 
beloved humans, they still remain self-
sufficient, treasuring their freedom the 
same way many other felines do. Some 
American Shorthairs may not like 
being carried; they love standing and 
walking on all fours. So, if you want 
them to sit on the couch with you, call 
out to them instead of carrying them 
there—they’ll be more than happy to 
accommodate your request.

Considering how their feline 
ancestors hunted mice and rats, it should 
come as no surprise that the more 
modern American Shorthair continues 
to hunt small pests, such as roaches and 
other insects.THIS FRIENDLY, 

LOW-
MAINTENANCE 

CAT IS 
GOOD WITH 

KIDS 
AND ADULTS 

ALIKE.
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COVER STORY

HIGH ON AFFECTION, LOW ON 
MAINTENANCE

Because of their short coats, 
American Shorthairs do not demand 
a lot of maintenance. They don’t need 
to be bathed frequently. Combing once 
a week is more than enough to ease out 
dead strands of fur.

Although short, their fur is usually 
dense and hard. These coat qualities 
protect them from external elements 
while also giving their coats that 
lustrous look which they are known 
for. The color of the coat helps to reveal 
its texture, with brown tabbies known to 
possess the best type of fur.

Yes, American Shorthairs are truly 
low-maintenance and do not demand a 
lot of your time and attention. However, 
they still need their playtime. Give 
them plenty of toys and puzzles so that 
they can amuse themselves while you’re 
busy or away.

SHORT HAIR, LONG LIFE

Expect an American Shorthair to live 
15 years—perhaps longer, if fed the best 
food and given the best care.

“I give a wide range of food. I 
combine meat and commercial cat food. 
In my observation, they really love to 
eat raw meat. Sometimes I prepare fish, 
chicken or beef,” shares Uy.

They continue to grow and develop 
until they reach three to four years of 
age. Males can weigh up to 15 pounds, 
with females weighing a little less at 6 to 
12 pounds.

The American Shorthair’s 
good looks and good nature are 
complemented by good health, 
something many families already smitten by 
this breed are grateful for. They can keep 
themselves occupied while the rest of the 
family prepares for a busy day, yet are ready 
to play anytime their humans want to.

It is because of their friendly 
disposition that American Shorthairs 
like to wander and explore around 
the house. To keep them mentally 
stimulated and physically fit, make sure 
they have enough places to discover.

“Provide enough room [for them] 
to play and exercise. Three to four 
layers of housing is ideal for them,” 
explains Uy. “They really like interaction 
with their owners and even strangers.”

Proud humans of American Shorthairs 
make sure their felines get the food and 
water they need. “Owners must also 
observe stool characteristic and general 
condition of the skin and coat.”

Annual visits to the vet may be enough 
to address health needs. However, be 
on the lookout for anything out of 
the ordinary. “Any changes must be 
addressed immediately by consulting a 
veterinarian,” reminds Uy. 
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THEIR SHORT, 
DENSE COATS 
HELP PROTECT 
THEM FROM 

THE ELEMENTS 
AND ARE LOW-
MAINTENANCE.
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Looking for an American 
Shorthair?

Remember that many cats look like 
American Shorthairs, a fact that many 
irresponsible backyard breeders take 
advantage of.

Although many cats may look like 
they belong to this breed, purebred or 
pedigreed American Shorthair cats 
have litters possessing traits typical of 
their breed. To ensure that American 
Shorthairs are bred with care and love, 
look for recommendations from cat 
clubs that espouse responsible breeding, 
such as the Philippine chapter of The 
International Cat Association (TICA 
Philippines).

Here are a few more things to 
remember for you to ensure that the 
American Shorthair you’re adopting is 
healthy, happy, and bred responsibly:

•   Healthy kittens are playful and alert. 
“They also have expressive, round eyes,” 
adds Uy.

•  Kittens are best adopted after three 
months of age. They thrive best if they 
stay with their mothers for the first three 
years of their lives – that’s where they 
get the best nutrition as breastfed kittens 
while also enjoying a few socializing 
lessons courtesy of their moms.

•  If you’re looking for a purebred or 
pedigreed American Shorthair, always 
demand to see the papers. These include 
papers on pedigree, genetic tests, and 
vaccinations, among others. Purebred 
or pedigreed cats have their ancestry 
documented formally. Always ask for 
certified or original copies as it can be very 
easy to fake these documents. Without 
such documents, a cat cannot be deemed 
pedigreed or purebred, despite statements 
claiming otherwise.

• Ask about an American Shorthair’s 
parents. Responsible breeders have 
information on both the male and the 
female parents of American Shorthair 
kittens and they will be happy to tell you 
about them. “[Knowing about a kitten’s 
parents also gives you] an idea on his 
[traits and qualities],” explains Uy.



COVER STORY
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EXPECT THEM 
TO GROW UNTIL 
THEY’RE FOUR 

YEARS OLD. THEY 
CAN REACH UP 

TO 12 POUNDS IN 
WEIGHT.      
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The Pewter Bee Ball Python

PRETTY 
IN PEWTER: 
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Photos by JEFFREY C. LIM

Animal Scene Note: In our January 2016 issue, Cliff Sawit (who also interviewed Pitlair) writes 
that “…the ball python or Python regius…is the most commonly kept snake in the world.” He 
adds that their relatively compact size, ready availability, fairly easy care requirement makes 
them popular. “For a ball python to be considered a morph, it must look significantly and 
distinctly different from the wild type, otherwise known as a ‘Normal’ within the community. 
Next, that distinctly different appearance must be an inheritable trait, meaning that it should 
be capable of being passed down from one generation to another.” Pythons such as the 
Pewter Bee come into being through breeding for recessive genes, meaning, “…they must 
have a matched gene pair from both parents in order to produce a visual difference in its 
appearance. Piebalds [featured in a recent Animal Scene issue], albinos, and axanthics are 
good examples of recessive morphs.”

Q: How did it get its name “Pewter 
Bee”?

A: Let’s first understand that in this hobby, 
if you are the first to come up with new 
morph or a “first in the world,” you get to 
name it whatever you want. Pewter is a 
combination of cinnamon and pastel; when 
they first produced this, the babies had a 
grayish metal look to them, hence the guy 
that first produced this decided to name it 
pewter.

 
The “Bee” is a combination of the spider 

and pastel gene. The guy who first produced 
this named it “bumblebee,” because as 
babies are very yellow with black strips of 
lines, making them resemble bumblebees, 
hence the name. Since I was the first to 
come up with this combination, I could have 
named it as I wished, but because these are 
already combinations people are familiar 
with, I simply combined these familiar names 
to make it easier to identify.

 
As for “Mystic Pewter Bee ball python,” 

‘mystic” is a reference to another morph or 
gene added.

 
Q: How big can you expect it to 
grow? How long is its lifespan? What 
other basics should those interested in 
it know?

A: About 3-4 feet; it lives from 15 to 20 
years. As for the other basics, this will depend 
what the interest is. Meaning, is it going to 
be a pet, a show animal, or for breeding? In 
this case let’s focus on the breeding aspect 
as most keepers or hobbyists would like to 
this: use a 4 gene specimen to come up with 
a different desirable combination. With so 
many other morphs becoming affordably 
available, ball python keepers have so many 
options to combine. The key is doing some 
research and asking knowledgeable people.  
This will guide you as to what look you want 
to achieve and how to do it.

 
For example, by being able to add 

another pastel gene to this combination, 
you can expect the outcome of this ball 
python to be lighter in color and to have 
further reduced patterns. The combinations 
are endless, which is one of the aspects that 
make this hobby interesting.
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Q: Is it native to the Philippines or is 
it imported?

A: It’s native to Africa.  
 

Q: What for you are the defining 
characteristics of the Pewter Bee ball 
python?

A: Their color and pattern, plus they are 
also a foundation combination for many cool 
designer morphs

 
Q: Are they a recent mutation? Can 
you trace its origins?

A: No, they are not a recent mutation, 
but yes, they were first produced by Greg 
Graziani in 2002
 
Q: Was it difficult for you to raise 
a Pewter Bee ball python? What are 
the best things you’ve learned about 
keeping it, in your experience? What 
challenges did you face in its care, and 
how did you overcome these? Do their 
care requirements vary from other, 
similar pythons or are they the same as 
those of other pythons?

 
A: No, it wasn’t difficult to raise them. 
Pythons are so diverse and varied that we 
cannot generalize when it comes to care 
requirements; it is only prudent that we 
should know the care requirements for 
a particular python. Do they need a lot 
of attention? No. Do they need a special 
diet? They are carnivores, and in captivity, 
for ease of accessible prey that provides all 
their nutritional needs, they are fed mainly 
rodents.

 
Q: Do they require exercise? Will they 
need a special habitat?

A: Given housing of a sufficient size, this 
will be adequate, but allowing them out 

REPTILE  SPOTLIGHT

to search out every so often would be a 
plus, but not necessary. The basic housing 
requirements for them are for it to be clean, 
to have a water dish, correct humidity, 
temperature, and quite less activity area. A 
hide gives them an added feeling of security. 
No UV light is required.

 
Q: What are the characteristics of a 
healthy Pewter Bee ball python?

A: Alert, feeds regularly.
 

Q: Conversely, what signs should 
keepers look out for that indicate when 
it is sick?

A: Lethargic, dull scale texture, thin. Slow 
or indifferent response to touch or stimulus. 

 
Q: What are its health problems that 
keepers should watch out for? Does 
it have species-specific problems or 
illnesses?

A: External parasites, viral or bacterial 
infections. They fall prey to illness like any 
living animal, but they remain relatively 
healthy with proper care. They are known 
not to eat for long periods of time and this 
sometimes causes anxiety for the keeper, 
specially for newbies. This could last for 
a month to few months and in extreme 
cases, over a year, and it’s not really that 
uncommon. Some ball pythons do this, and 
once they start feeding again, it doesn’t 
seem to affect their overall health. I had one 
that didn’t eat for 6 months.

 
Q: For someone who is interested 
in keeping a Pewter Bee ball python 
for a pet, can you give them things to 
consider before taking the plunge? Who 
would they make ideal pets for?

A: Get as much information as you can by 
reading about it and asking around before 
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IT ISN’T UNUSUAL FOR SOME OF THESE 
PYTHONS NOT TO EAT FOR UP TO A 
YEAR. WHEN IN DOUBT, IT’S BEST TO 
CONSULT A VETERINARIAN WITH A 
KNOWLEDGE OF HERPETOLOGY
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you get one. Start slow to build up your 
experience in keeping ball pythons. 
They are ideal pets for any person who 
understands the commitment in raising 
and keeping animals, likes snakes, or is 
looking for an unusual pet. Naturally, he 
or she must not have a fear of snakes.  
The ball python is a relatively easy type 
of snake to keep. It is one of the top 
beginner snakes, in my opinion.

 
Q: Are there any risks involved in 

keeping a Pewter Bee ball python? 
What should first-time keepers 
know about having one?

A: They are non-venomous, and ideally, 
they should be housed separately. They 
are cared for like any other ball python

 
Q: How does the Pewter Bee 
ball python interact with humans? 
Can they show affection the way 
traditional pets do, or do they 

express themselves another way?

A: They would not be comparable to 
other pets, like dogs, cats, birds, or fish. 
They can be held; they do not respond 
to verbal or non-verbal commands. They 
do not show affection (in the way we 
expect ‘traditional’ pets to do). They do 
achieve different levels of being handled. 
You can look at and admire them, 
though I would suggest they be touched 
in moderation.  
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he desire to see 
beautiful birds can 
bring anyone to a bird 
show. Bird hobbyists, 
enthusiasts, and bird 
lovers can bring their 

birds and join the competition so that 
their trophies can do the talking. Those 
without birds that can be entered into 
the competition or who are looking to 
enter the bird hobby or who are just 
plain curious are all welcome; they can 
watch the judging and view fine bird 
specimens for free, and gain additional 
knowledge in bird keeping. Perhaps they 
might even be in the show next time.

 

Good To Know

T
Text and photos by 
AMELITA LUPENA ESCALONA
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Bird shows are held almost all year 
round, organized by different bird 
groups. Their most obvious objective 
is to exhibit the best and most 
beautiful birds of particular species, 
such as parakeets, budgerigars, African 
lovebirds, and cockatiels. These are the 
breeders have bred and groomed for the 
competition, and they can draw interest 
from visitors, encourage new enthusiasts 
to join the hobby. These newbies can 
also meet most of the reputable breeders 
in the industry; it is from them that one 
can acquire birds. The most awaited bird 
show is that of the World Budgerigar 
Organisation (WBO) Competition, 
held annually. Winners of the show 
are acknowledged and accredited 
internationally.

 
At a bird show, the show area is 

cordoned off. Only the judges and show 
stewards are allowed inside. This is 
so that the judges will not to be 

exhibitors, visitors, guests, and all 
members of the audience must be 
aware of the following: 

 1.  Enter and leave the room 
only when the birds are being 
changed. Nobody—not even the 
exhibitors—is allowed inside the 
showroom area save for the judges 
and stewards. This is to lessen 
distractions and avoid stressing the 
birds. Exhibitors will generally only 
be called to change birds should 
problems arise.

 2. It is important to keep 
the identity of the birds in the 
show cages confidential. This 
is necessary to ensure fairness in 
judging. The birds are what matter 
most in judging, and not the owner 
or breeder.

distracted; they can roam about 
freely while judging the birds. This 
also helps prevent them from hearing 
the conversations of the people around 
them so that their judging will not 
be influenced by these comments. 
Exhibitors, guests, visitors, and other 
members of the audience, on the other 
hand, can stay and observe while staying 
behind the cordon.

 
There are several parts to a bird show. 

The first involves the registration of the 
birds being entered by exhibitors. 
Second comes the judging of the 
entered birds; it is at this stage that no 
one, except for the judges and stewards, 
is allowed inside the cordoned-off area. 
The third is the public viewing, when 
all visitors can come up close to the 
entered birds to view them. Finally 
comes the awarding of winners.

 
For an event to be a great success, 
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 3.  As a new bird enters the 
room, and during judging, avoid 
talking, making distracting 
movements, or rustling papers. 
Birds must not be startled while they are 
inside their show cages for their feathers 
could get distorted; they may also get 
stressed out. Judging may take hours and 
birds must be in their best stance when 
the judges are in front of the birds.

 4. Do not interact with the judges 
in any fashion. Ideally, the judges 
should not know who are present. 
If the judge chooses to interact with 
the audience, take part in an unbiased 
manner. An interaction with a judge 
can be merely a conversation or by you 
pointing at something and/or making eye 
contact. Again, the reason for this is to 
guarantee fairness in judging. And if a 
judge chooses to interact with you, try to 
do so in a way that won’t offend them.

 5. Positive or negative comments 
concerning the judging are 
discouraged. Good sportsmanship 
dictates acceptance of the judges’ 
decisions that are made in good 
faith. In case there are any complaints 
and objections to the results of a 
competition, the complaint must be 
submitted in writing to the secretariat 
as the judges’ decision is final. Chosen 
judges are highly qualified and 
respectable individuals who passed 
thorough training to uphold their 
credentials.

 6.  Direct any questions or 
concerns to the Show Secretary. 
The stewards will be happy to show you 
to the secretary. The Board of Directors 
will review your written comments 
concerning show procedures after the 
show.

 7.  Help the stewards and other 
volunteers if asked to do so. Whether 
you are an exhibitor, a visitor, a guest, or 
an ordinary audience member, if asked 
for help, please lend a hand.

 8. Do not make criticisms or any 
other declarations on entries while 
inside the bird room or judging 
room. Do not praise nor comment on 
them in such a loud voice that the judges 
might hear you and be unconsciously 
influenced by your words. Let’s not 
distract the judging of the chosen judges.

 9.  Be a good sport. Be part of 
the solution, not a part of a problem. 
Remember, the birds are being judged, 
not the breeders. If your bet or the bird 
you entered didn’t make it to the top, 
take it lightly and look forward to the 
next show.

 

10.  Have fun, relax, and enjoy 
the show. At a show, many reputable 
breeders are present. Bird enthusiasts, 
bird lovers, and beginners can go around 
and meet these people. Mingle and 
be friendly; build camaraderie. Have 
fun while discussing the birds you’re 
interested in with your newfound friends. 
Relax, observe birds being judged, and 
when it’s time for the public viewing, get 
close to the exhibited birds.

 11. If you are an exhibitor, be 
sure to come early to register. If 
you intend to learn more and meet the 
breeders, just be friendly and go meet 
them while the birds are being judged. 
If your objective is just to view the birds, 
you can be around during the public 
viewing time.

 
Another show is coming soon. See 

you! 
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Invert Spotlight

Meet the King Baboon Tarantula or Pelinobius muticus, 
formerly known as Citharischius crawshayi

AN 
INTRIGUING 
TARANTULA  
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Text by NYZA FAUSTINE HO
Photos by JEFFREY C. LIM

The King Baboon Tarantula is one of the 
largest baboons in its class, and one of the 
longest living baboon tarantulas as well. 
The temperament and feeding response of 
these creatures divides tarantula fanciers, 
who either greatly like or dislike them.
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They are very entertaining to watch 
during feeding because this is one of the 
few times they will leave their burrows. The 
king baboon tarantula is a hardy species 
and would’ve been easy to care for if it 
wasn’t for their wicked temperament and 
lightning speed.

It is not a display tarantula that is 
always visible in its terrarium. It likes 
hiding and making burrows inside their 
terrariums and are classified as a fossorial 
species.

NAME CONFUSION
“Baboon” is a term used for tarantulas 

found in Africa. It has also been suggested 
that the term baboon came from the color 
of its body hair, which is similar in shade 
to those of a baboon. The word is often 
a cause for confusion; in the tarantula 
keeping hobby, Asian tarantulas are 
sometimes called baboons by some 
keepers. However, Asian tarantulas 
are not supposed to be called baboon 
tarantulas because they are not from 
Africa.

Also, Asian species of tarantulas have 
very different needs compared to baboons. 
The African species of tarantula can 
usually withstand dry conditions 
due to its normal habitat and can 
survive without a problem during the 
dry season with enough food that 
contains moisture and very limited 
water. The Asian tarantula species are 
often from rainforests or humid habitats, 
and require more water in order to survive.

There are similarities between the 
two, though. These include their venom 
potency, speed, and lack of urticating 
hairs for defense (which may be the 
reason why they have more potent 
venom compared to the Brachypelma 
or the bird-eaters). However, this does 
not mean that the care requirements are 
the same in captivity; following the wrong 
ones will cause great stress in the tarantula 
or even death in the long run. Molting 
problems or mites can also be a problem 
for baboons when housed in a very moist 
or wet environment, which is ideal for the 
Asian species.
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HOME WEBBED HOME
Baboon tarantulas are very fast and web 

excessively in their terrariums when kept in 
captivity. Twigs can be put in as anchors for 
webs. The king baboon tarantula doesn’t 
need any hides for it is able to make its own 
home. What it needs is a lot of substrate 
to make burrows in. The complex 
burrows that the king baboon is able to 
make when given an adequate amount of 
substrate makes it quite a creative “pet-
hole” tarantula. As baboons came from 
dry areas in Africa, they don’t need wet 
substrate. However a water source must 
still be available in the terrarium to avoid 
dehydration.

There are different baboon tarantulas in 
the tarantula keeping hobby. Some baboon 
tarantulas are even known to swim when 
hunting for food, while others are land or 
tree dwellers.

The king baboon tarantula has not yet 
been housed in a communal setup in the 
Philippines.

BREEDING
The king baboon tarantula was 

successfully bred locally in 2015; this was 
the first king baboon breeding to ever 
be recorded in the Philippines. The king 
baboon is able to breed when it reaches 
a size of 6 inches, but is said to reach up to 
9 inches in captivity.  Baboon tarantulas are 
also known to have second clutches of eggs 
even just after one mating attempt as long 
as the male successfully deposits his sperm 
in the female.

PRACTICAL ADVICE
Two experienced keepers of the King 

Baboon Tarantula—Teddy De Silva, Jr. from 
Batangas Tarantula Keepers and Taranto 
Lex—shared their expertise and opinions 
about the creature with Animal Scene.

Q: What is the characteristic of the 
king baboon tarantula that makes it 
stand out from others?

Teddy: Based on my experience, [the] 
king baboon tarantula is one of the most 
aggressive species that I’ve ever kept. When 
provoked, they will [strike] a [threatening] 
pose repeatedly. It’s a very large baboon, 

with long legs, [a] large abdomen, and 
super long fangs.

Taranto Lex: It’s the ultimate fossorial 
(burrowing) species from Africa. Many 
African tarantulas are fossorial or hiding/
burrowing species but this one will almost 
always dig into the substrate and make [its] 
own home.

Q: Why do you like the King Baboon 
Tarantula?

Teddy: Well, the King Baboon Tarantula will 
challenge you [when it comes to] keeping 
baboons. It’s a slow growing tarantula, so 
every molt is like an achievement for me... 
The color stands out of all the baboons that 
I’ve kept; [it’s] one of the most beautiful 
species of baboons for me.

Taranto Lex: I think it speaks well of the 
skills of a keeper to keep a [tarantula] well 
despite the fact that it can rarely be seen. 
Some compare the experience of keeping 
a P. muticus [as being] akin to keeping an 
enclosure with substrate and a hole, hence 
the term “pet hole.”

Q: Can you describe the enclosure setup 
that is best for a King Baboon Tarantula? 
What particular environmental 
parameters (temperature, humidity, 
and others) are important when 
keeping this species?

Teddy: For me it should have a deep substrate 
with…good ventilation; [the] temperature 
should be at least 75-90˚F and…humidity 
not less than 75-80%. In [my setup], I put [in] 
some branches and [a] hide and of course, [a] 
water source is important.

Taranto Lex: I don’t bother with 
monitoring temperature and humidity 
since we live in a country with only 
two seasons and not much variance in 
[temperature]. I would keep it in a deep 
enclosure with at least 6 to 8 inches (more 
is better) of substrate. The hole helps the 
[tarantula] control its environment better. 
Just provide a medium sized water dish 
for [when] it gets thirsty.

Q: How long can the King baboon 
Tarantula live in captivity?

Teddy: Well it will always [depend] upon 
the feeding process of the keeper and 
the feeding response of the specie, but in 
captivity, [using] normal feeding [processes], 
it can live up to 10-15 years.

Taranto Lex: I understand females live up 
to 15 years. Males live less than half that 
long, and [have an] even shorter life span 
when overfed.

Q: Can you recommend this species as 
a first tarantula? Why or why not?

Teddy: NO! Definitely not! It’s a highly 
aggressive tarantula and only experienced 
keepers can handle it.

Taranto Lex: I would not recommend it for 
a beginner because, as an Old World species 
with potent venom [that is] relatively quick, it 
may be too much for a beginner to handle.

Q: Can you describe the venom 
potency of the King Baboon Tarantula? 
Have you ever been bitten by a King 
Baboon Tarantula?

Teddy: Well, I have never been bitten of any 
kind of tarantula, but they say the venom…
of a [King Baboon Tarantula] is more potent 
than [those of] the other [kinds] of baboons; 
maybe that’s why they call it [the] “King”: 
[due to its] size and venom [potency].

Taranto Lex: No �

Additional sources: http://bio.slu.edu/
mayden/systematics/bsc420520lect2.html 
and http://iczn.org/faqs
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aking a proactive 
stance to help animals 
in need is a fulfilling 
way to show your 
compassion. Why 
not reach out to that 
skinny dog which 

roams the streets for food, or that 
alley cat that’s in need of a bath but is 
always so sweet to strangers?

There are many ways of showing 
love and concern for animals. You 
could just stay in your corner and 
say you love them…or you could 
go a step further by reaching out 
to them and encouraging other 
people to do the same.

Also, do you love just your dog 
and cat or do you wish the best for 
all dogs and cats? I have met people 
who shout out their concern for their 
companion animals but turn their 
backs on the canines and felines 
abandoned by irresponsible owners. 
These people loathe these homeless 
animals that, through no fault of 
theirs, suddenly found themselves 
roaming the streets.

So which kind of animal lover 
are you? The passive or the active 
kind? The challenge here is not to just 
say you love animals. Here are 7 things 
you can actually do to help them and 
live your compassion.

Text and photos by KHRYSTA 
IMPERIAL RARA

HELPING 

Helping Out

T
Animal Scene Note: There are many 
reasons why we can’t help animals even 
when we really want to. Some of us live 
in places where animals are prohibited, or 
don’t have a lot of space at home. Even 
the most dedicated animal welfare worker 
will reach the point when he or she can no 
longer take in more animals, either because 
the work involved is threatening to intrude 
into one’s livelihood, or there are already 
too many animals being cared for. Or a 
family member or domestic partner may 
have an unfortunate allergy to the animal 
concerned. Whatever the reason, there is 
still a way to help, instead of just being an 
armchair activist, and Animal Scene invited 
University of the Philippines professor and 
radio personality Khrysta Imperial Rara to 
share tips for helping out the animals you 
can’t rescue.

THOSE 

YOU 
CAN’T RESCUE
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1. Reach out to community 
animals. They are the dogs and cats 
in your neighborhood that don’t have 
a permanent home and/or a regular 
source of food.  If you can go the 
extra mile, help out a stray dog or cat 
by fostering them first in your home 
while finding permanent families for 
them.

 A word of caution: Don’t adopt if 
you aren’t sure you can take care of 
them for the rest of their lives. Animal 
hoarders keep on rescuing animals but 
can’t afford to give them decent lives 
at home. It’s like an addiction; they 
collect animals but don’t take care of 
them.

 Make sure you have the consent 
of your human family before you do it. 
Adopting stray animals then throwing 
them out in the streets again when 
things don’t work out is a very cruel 
thing to do. It’s very traumatic for the 
twice-abandoned animals too.

2. Share your blessings. Always 
have dry dog and cat food as well as 
canned food in the trunk of your car, 
if you have one. Also have some water 
and food dishes and a jug of water 
ready, just in case. The stray animals 
will surely appreciate food and water 
offered by a kind stranger.

 

3. Befriend them and socialize 
them. Get them used to interacting 
with you and other people. The strays 
that get easily adopted are those that 
have managed to charm their way to 
a stranger’s heart.

One of the cats at the 
UP College of Mass 
Communication

This cat was 
accidentally trapped 
inside an abandoned 
building along 
Carvajal Street in 
Binondo for two 
weeks.

Dog blends with 
street art at the 
corner of Katipunan 
and Aurora Blvd
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 4. Take charming photos of them 
in winsome positions, then create a 
Facebook page or blog about them. 
Everyone loves an animal with a story. 
So when you put up that Facebook 
page or blog about them, make sure the 
stray dog or cat’s photo is accompanied 
by his or her story told in an engaging 
manner. Melt people’s hearts with your 
words. But be sure that the one who’s 
finally going to adopt the animal is a 
responsible person totally capable of 
giving the dog or cat a good life.

 

5. Trap-Neuter-Return. If you can 
afford it, trap the community animals 
one by one, bring them to a nearby 
vet clinic for neutering or spaying, then 
return them to where you found them. If 
possible, foster them first in your home or 
a friend’s place while they are recovering 
from the spaying surgery before bringing 
them back to their place of origin. You 
would be doing the community a favor 
by helping control the population of stray 
animals. (Animal Scene note: This will 
entail some out-of-pocket costs so you 
may need to watch for special discounted 
or free spay-neuter days among the local 
vet clinics.)

6. Observe them. Learn from 
them. I have been observing animals for 
close to 20 years and I always learn from 
them. I get a lot of insights about life and 
people from both my companion animals 
and the animals I befriend everywhere. 
They inspire my writing.

 

7. Educate yourself on animal-
related issues. There is so much 
information available on the Internet, 
print, and broadcast media nowadays. 
Check social media and share cute 
and informative posts about animals, 
then share what you learn with friends 
and family. Create a group or online 
community and encourage others to see 
animals in a new light. You’ll be surprised 
at how quick the responses will come 
and how positive your new friends will 
be. The love for animals brings like-
minded people together. 

A stray dog at UP that 
was adopted and is now 
with a loving family.



hen my passion for 
fishkeeping grew 
deeper, reading books 
was not enough. I 
searched for more in-
depth knowledge on 

fish. One day, as I visited a local pet 
store, I noticed a small announcement. It 
was an invitation to attend a fish seminar 
on cichlids. I said, “Wow, is this true?” I 
inquired at the number indicated on it 
and attended my very first seminar.

 

Fins and Feathers

W
Text, illustrations, and photos by 
MANUEL YAP

FISH SHOWS AND CLUBS:
Are they important to the hobby?

It was around 1997: yes, you heard it 
right. It was a memorable seminar since 
I met new friends and speakers of great 
knowledge. It was then that I decided 
to attend every seminar available. It was 
not easy because mostly only landline 
numbers are available as a means of 
communication in those days.

 
I then joined a newly formed 

club called SPA (Society of Philippine 
Aquarists). They conducted seminars and 
soon started fish shows. I learned a lot 
from its president, the late Timmy Rodas. 
He was very generous in sharing ideas 

and experiences. His partner and former 
SPA president Butch De Los Santos 
became a good friend; he still is, today. It 
was an era where imported flowerhorns 
were introduced.

 
I was invited by Butch who asked if 

I was interested in displaying my tank. 
It would be my first time to join such an 
event. It was a fish competition held in 
Glorietta Makati in conjunction with the 
movie screening of the popular “Finding 
Nemo.”

With my friend and co-hobbyist Henry 

Trophies I won from fish 
competitions; as you can see, 
Animal Scene always supported 
such events
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Sy, we set up a black and white theme 
marine tank. I was so surprised that so 
many people took pictures of it. Beside 
my tank were the flowerhorn tanks 
of Johnny Filart (also an Animal Scene 
columnist) who enters his flowerhorns 
in competitions. I had the chance to 
meet him, and he became one of my 
close friends in the hobby. He won 
numerous awards in that event. During 
the awarding of the competition, we 
received a special award. They called it 
the “Nemo Award.” Animal Scene already 
supports such events.

 
I have categorized the evolution of 

fish shows in the Philippines in three 
stages:

1990s: Announcements of shows were 
made through pet shops and word of 
mouth. Restaurants were the common 
venues for seminars.  Basketball courts 
inside subdivisions were popular venues 
for fish competitions. Sometimes, 
hobbyist with big residential gardens 
would offer their place for such 
purposes. Sponsors were all fish related 
products.

2000s: Fish clubs became accessible 
via internet forums. Shopping malls 
started to open their doors to fish events. 
These created more opportunities for 
awareness, especially among the mall 
shoppers, so that they could get a 
glimpse of the hobby.

Many clubs were created for 
specific fish species. PALHS became an 
influential fish group for widening the 
knowledge of the hobby. It has a good 
organizational structure and the choice 
of leadership helps ensure that fish show 
events are held annually. They also have 
both pet and non-pet product sponsors, 
which is healthy for the hobby. Their 
corporate affiliates make the legitimate 
sellers place themselves in a fair position. 

PALHS has successfully connected all 
other pet hobbyists such as marine, 
planted tank lovers, and birds, among 
others. They are presently still active.

2010s: Facebook groups  have a great 
impact on the hobby, making fish 
groups more accessible to all hobbyists. 
Everyone, from beginners, advanced 
keepers, sellers, and buyers all benefitted. 
Transactions, event announcements, and 
updates have never been easier. Fish 
shows now have other pet participants 
such as reptiles and rodents groups. This 
makes the pet awareness stronger. But 
this has also its downsides. Scammers 
and bashers are also present waiting for 
prey.

In 2003, I entered my first fish 
competition. The venue was at 
Robinson’s Galleria. I research every 
detail through reading and the advice 
of valuable friends. I entered cichlids in 
different categories. I focused not on size 
alone but in proportions, color, and most 
of all, deportment. My entries were:

•      Golden severum
•      Festae
•      Firemouth
•     Temporales

Cichlids were not popular at that 
time because in the grooming stage, 
their colors and deportment were often 
neglected. People were surprised that 
island born cichlids can be so beautiful.

 

Four types of cichlids when I entered my first fish competition

81Animal SceneVolume 16, Number 02 • April 2016



FINS AND FEATHERS

Do you have questions or suggestions for column topics for the author? 
E-mail Manuel Yap at aquarium_zen@yahoo.com. All column materials are based on 

research, interviews, and personal experiences. (Jeremiah 29:11)

Common objectives for organizers of 
fish show events

• Sharing knowledge through   
seminars

• Entering their fish in competitions
• Generating profits for club funds, 

charity, or personal income.
• Advertising both pet and non-pet 

related products
• Promoting the club

Most common varieties of fish 
competing

• Flowerhorn
• Goldfish
• Discus
• Guppies
• Bettas
• Arowanna

Basic tank setups used for fish 
competitions include the following:

• Bare tanks
• Sponge, internal box filters, or 

overhead filters
• Lights
• Sticker label for winners

COMMON ISSUES DURING FISH 
SHOWS

No clear standard of criteria 
Some claim they use international 

rules. Even if we use their own set of 
rules, I think it is okay so long as we 
make sure that participants are fully 
informed of these

Judges – Most commonly invited 
to serve as judges are pet shop owners, 
hobbyists actively participating in groups, 
and senior hobbyists. But being in the 
industry or hobby does not always mean 
they are equipped to judge.

Participants - Almost all are 
accepted to get a good number of 
entries. Organizers sometimes even 
brag about the sheer number of entries 
to their competition. But quality and 
quantity are not the same.

Organizers’ credibility - I was 
surprised when I attended a fish show. 
The organizer created his own Facebook 
group, sold fish, organized his event, 
assisted those who bought fish from him 
on how to win, and even announced the 
winning fishes in his group. There is no 
rule about this kind of setup but ethics 
should be a standard.

 
My tips for those interested in 

joining the fish competitions

• Learn everything about the fish you 
want to enter in a competition.

• Clarify why you want to join a 
competition.

• Focus on color, body proportions, 
and deportment.

• Use your own conditioned water 
during ingress.

• Ask permission from the organizers 
in advance if you can use heaters.

• Feed less during competition to 
minimize ammonia and make your fish 
more active.

• Do a water change prior to the 
competition.

• Prepare your tank at home before 
the egress.

 
Last year, I attended the 2015 

Aquarama. I felt sad because the 
participants and its liveliness were 
evidently gone. I suspected this was 
because of the Internet information era. 
Trades and information are already done 
through websites and social media.

 
Aquarama announced a few months 

earlier that it already transferred its 
group to China. We can learn a lot from 
international shows such as professional 
standards and even farm visits. We have 
many local hobbyists with mini farms 
whom we can support and learn from.

 
Are fish shows and clubs important 

to our hobby? Definitely. It boils down 
to the vision of the organizers. If we 
continue to upgrade the standards of our 
shows, hobbyists will grow in number, 
and the pet industry as a whole will 
benefit. We need to do our share by 
supporting the clubs with a clear vision 
through joining, encouraging them, and 
unselfishly sharing our experiences. A typical bare tank setup

International farm visits can give us 
awareness of the global market and potential 
competition
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ats look adorable. They 
meow like little angels, 
beckoning to us with 
their innocent little voices. 
They’re fluffy and cuddly 
with round, pleading 

eyes. They love rubbing their bodies against 
us, wrapping their tails around our legs as 
lovingly as women like me wrap men around 
their fingers.

 
Hold on, that last statement was a jab 

said in jest. After all, it’s April, the month we 
habitually start by celebrating fools. Kidding 
aside, the cats in our lives are just like furry 
cherubs on earth, sent to watch over us and 
keep us company... 

 
…Or are they? Could it be that they’ve 

been fooling us all along?
 

 “Go ahead, fool, fall for me!” – Mimi, six months old. Expert schemer.

C
Text and photos by 
STEF DELA CRUZ, MD

Why April Fools’ 
Should Be A Cat 

Celebration
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“These fools don’t understand cat language. I have to stare at them until they finally do my bidding.” – 
Merlin, six years old. Regal manipulator.

FUR THE WIN

DID A CAT MAKE 
A FOOL OUT OF YOU?

Tell us all about it! Tag @
StefdelaCruzMD and use the 
hashtag #catsFTW on Instagram or 
Twitter. We can’t wait to hear your 
story!

Four ways cats take us for fools
 

We claim to have domesticated cats but 
from the way these felines have been running 
our lives, it looks like they’re the ones who 
have domesticated us, not the other way 
around.

 
Of course, I’m not simply throwing 

around an unfounded accusation. I’ve got 
proof!

Here are four ways cats try to make fools 
out of us—find out if you’ve been a victim of 
their cunning duplicity.

1. Cats pretend they’re nice if they 
think it will get them what they want

 
Case in point: The kitten who most 

recently made a fool of me who goes by the 
name Mimi. When I first laid eyes on Mimi, 
she was all fur and softness, all meows and 
sweetness.

 
You would never guess she would break 

every single vase she could get her paws on.
I was not her first human and it was a 

rollercoaster ride claiming her as my own, 
something I wrote about tearfully in Animal 
Scene’s February issue. Of course, at the time, 
I was unaware that Mimi was one master 
schemer.

 
My friends now think that she simply 

pretended to look like she was dying that 
fateful Christmas Eve so that I would finally 
decide to take her in. They have evidence to 
back their claim: After looking like she was on 
the brink of death that night, she was playing 
happily in my bedroom less than 24 hours 
after.

 
“There’s no way she scammed me! She’s 

a cat, for crying out loud!” I used to say. Not 
anymore.

 

2. Cats train you to wake up at a 
specific time without your realizing it

 
Anyone with a cat will tell you that their 

feline kids are actually snooze-free alarm 
clocks. Our cats wake us up way before the 
sun even rises above the horizon.

 
They apply different methods, too, 

depending on what kind of training we 
respond to. Some like to meow in our ears 
until we just can’t take it anymore (my older 
cat, Merlin, prefers this method). Others paw 
at our faces or pull at our hairs with their 
teeth.

 
Others still break things in far-flung 

corners of the house. Sleep be damned—we 
have no choice but to get up and find out if 
hell really has broken loose.

 
Ah, cunning cats. Do not be duped.
 

84  Animal Scene Volume 16, Number 02 • April 2016



/buqoapp @buqo @buqoapp

visit us at www.buqo.ph

Manila Bulletin’s sought-aft er 
magazines are now available
in digital format on           .

Read on the go. 
Download them on              now!

9 
  

  
 7

70
11

9 
  

  
  

  
52

6
0

0
5

P120P1P1

JANUARY  2016

rises to new-found 
importance as 
farmers’ ‘beast 

of fortune’

   Transform 
coconut farmers 
        from poverty to 

        by revising     
       government 
          policies

    could attract 
  farm tourists

P85

JANUARY       2016

Tapping 
the Potent ia l       
  ofColored
Rices

Advocating the 
       small-scale

CarabaoGolden
Papaya

Prosperity Farming
System

�������	
�������	�������������2015

BORN TO BE CUTE: 
SAY HELLO TO THE LOP!

SPECIAL FEATURES:  It’s big, round, and as cute as PAC-MAN…but not as friendly. Learn more about the Pacman 
���������	�
����������	������������������������������
������
����������

SPECIAL

PIN-UP POSTER

INSIDE!

Why is HIP 
DYSPLASIA 

in dogs 
a cause 

for concern?

Could this be 
your starter 
scorpion: 
the ASIAN 
BLACK FOREST 
SCORPION?

This jowled, 
perpetually 

hungry TEGU 
is the largest 
of its species

How do 
CATS 

inspire 
creativity 

in us?



FUR THE WIN

GIVEN HOW THEY CAN MANIPULATE US--IN 
THE MOST ADORABLE WAYS--CATS HAVE 

THE WHOLE APRIL FOOL THING DOWN PAT, 
DON’T YOU THINK? 

3. Cats manipulate you into 
surrendering food via staring contests

 
Have you ever been in a staring contest 

with a cat? They stare at you like royalty 
waiting for their errant servants to do their 
bidding.

 
And no, when it comes to these stare-

offs, the human slave never wins.
 
It usually happens when a cat wants 

food, something cat people like me readily 
recognize. That’s not saying cat owners know 
what the stare-off is about from day one.

Cats have found a way to train fools like 
us so that they would get food whenever 
they pleased. Here’s how my cats “teach” me 
to give food via staring contests. First, they sit 
on a table – that way, we’re eye to eye. Chins 
up and heads held high, they stare away until 
I go to them, wondering what on earth I did 
wrong to deserve the unrelenting stare-off.

 
They continue to stare, making me feel 

paranoid. I eventually ask myself, “What is it? 
Did I do something wrong? Did I forget to 
give them food?”

 
Like the gullible human that I am, I bring 

out their favorite kibble, which officially ends 
the staring contest.

 
Cats, one. Humans, zero.
 
4. Cats tell you when you can 

sleep on your bed (and when you 
can’t)

 
Imagine yourself tired after a long day’s 

work (which, by the way, you have endured 
because you want to be able to afford their 
food, not to mention the hypertension-
inducing fees when you visit the vet). You are 
weary and want nothing more than to finally 
get a good night’s sleep.

 

However, your cat is on your bed. He’s 
not off to one corner of the bed, making way 
for your obviously bigger body. Nope, he’s 
smack in the middle of the mattress.

Let’s face it: He’s the boss, and you’re 
clearly not.

 
You now have two choices: You can sleep 

in an awkward position and risk falling off the 

About the foolish author:

Stef dela Cruz, M.D. is a columnist 
and blogger. She was conferred the 
2013 Health Media Recognition by the 
Department of Health. She is now the 
foolishly proud human of two cats and 
a dog whom she treats not as pets, 
but as family. Connect with her on 
www.stefdelacruz.com or via Twitter & 
Instagram (@StefdelaCruzMD).

for a long time, you might as well adopt 
one. There are many you will find out on 
the streets – they’re much better at fooling 
people than their wealthier, more sheltered 
counterparts, I’m telling you – but you can 
also go to cat shelters if you don’t fancy the 
idea of having to catch a highly intelligent, 
highly manipulative feline.

 
As for people like me who already have 

bed sometime during the night, or you can 
sleep on the floor.

 
Ask anyone who lives with a cat and he’ll 

tell you how many times he has been evicted 
from his own bed. Don’t fool yourself: If you 
have cats, they pretty much own your house, 
the same way they own you.

 
We are fools, but willingly so
 
We love the cats in our lives, 

notwithstanding their manipulative nature. 
If that makes us fools, so be it! We can’t 
get enough of their purrs, of their loving 
head butts, of the way they run to the door 
whenever we come home.

 
Besides, we can learn a lesson or two 

about manipulation simply by watching them 
do their stuff. It’s something anyone can do, 
including you—go ahead, find a cat and 
watch how he works his spell on you! It can 
be very educational.

 
Of course, if you have to watch a cat 

cats, we can simply roll our eyes and give a 
collective sigh. We’ve already been duped the 
moment we thought it was our decision to 
own them because, really, they are the ones 
who own us.

 
We might as well make the most of it by 

giving these lovely furballs a kiss or two each 
day—maybe even more, especially if they 
don’t like it.

 
You know, just so we can even the score. 
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ost people have their 
own version of the 
fountain of youth. For 
health buffs, it’s the 
marathon they run, or 
their countless hours of 

working out in the gym. For my friend 
collecting classic cars, it is endless hours 
cleaning every nook and cranny of his 
vintage race cars. Simply put, for animal 
lovers, it is their day surrounded by their 
pets. People enjoy life to the fullest. 
Specially, when their passion gets fulfilled 
through winning and accomplishing 
what they set out to do.

 
While for most people, sitting and 

watching dog shows gets to be boring 
after two to three hours watching dogs 
being paraded and judged, for the 
daring few, its a lifetime achievement 
for their dogs to get the various titles 
of Champion, Grand Champion, Sire of 
Merit, and many other prestigious but 
hard-to-get titles.

 
Someone asked me, “So how do you 

make a champion dog?”
 

Creature Comfort

M
Text by JOHNNY FILART

Feeling Young 
and Staying Young
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For a lot of my friends in PCCI, it 
has been a journey of more than forty 
years. I saw them start in the mid-70s, 
even before we finished college. To this 
lot, who continue to pour their hearts 
and minds into it, I take my hat off and 
bow to their commitment and fortitude. 
Obviously the reward is how they have 
kept themselves young-looking and, 
more importantly, feeling like kids every 
time they hit the show ring and bring 
home awards.

 
There is Dr. Raymond Lo of the 

Pekingese dog breed. Among the 
Pomeranians, we look no further than 
Chairman Basil Yap, who I always bump 
into in dog shows in San Francisco’s Cow 
Palace. They are prime examples of pet 
lovers who have stayed young because of 
the hard work they pour into the passion 
of producing champion dogs. There are 
many others around—too many to name, 
in fact—but one thing is for sure: it does 
not only require resources, but more 
importantly patience and hard work.

 
I have been able to ‘finish’ two 

Chihuahuas to become champions from 
2007 to 2009. Ace and Guapo first came 
from outstanding show lines. While 
Ace finished his championship points in 
fourth successive shows, it took me close 
to a year and about twelve shows to 
get Guapo’s title. The last point was the 
hardest and took the longest time to get.

 
I began my quest in the seventies 

with German Shepherds but did not 
get very far as I had to go to school 
abroad. Back in the early 90s, I contented 
myself tagging along with Joey Lim 
Tan, who was campaigning champion 
boxers. Overwhelmed by the financial 
commitments necessary to pay handlers, 
kennel keepers, and dog food, I decided 

just to own great pet dogs while I also 
started to own arowanas, ringnecks, 
chameleons, tortoises, and guinea pigs.

 
There was a time Chihuahuas were 

making a comeback in the ring and the 
economies of scale were going in their 
favor. With three of my friends, we even 
imported two stud dogs from the US. 
To answer my friend today on how to 
produce champion dogs, I should say it 
is a lifetime commitment to work and 
invest, but it is equally fulfilling that you 
stay in the game for a very long time 
and enjoy it. While I saw my friends age 
during the last Philippine Circuit Show, 
none of they complained of the gruelling 
three fourteen-hour days they stayed in 
Araneta Colesium; win or lose, it was still 
happy and joyful to see the world’s best 
dogs competing in Manila for the many 
titles each dog was pursuing.

 

I cannot forget the exuberance of 
one Korean winner who ordered four 
champagne bottles for each of the fifteen 
tables during the fellowship dinner on 
the last day of the Manila tournament. 
Youthful excitement is the only way I can 
describe his expensive action.

 

But besides dog shows and 
champions, I wake up to my own 
youthful surroundings each day of the 
last fifty years. Whether it is breeding 
discus, goldfish, guppies, and Siamese 
fighting fish, the hours spent are endless 
and exciting. When I learned tortoise 
breeding and incubation methods from 
my friend Egbert, it was not unusual 
to spend four to five hours each night 
discussing with vets and fellow hobbyists 
how things are done in nutrition, habitat, 
propagation and incubation. Needless to 
say, the 150 days to incubate reptile eggs 
taught me patience and understanding. 
While caring for Chihuahuas, I fell for 
the beautiful ringneck mutations of blue, 
lutino, and grays. Needless to say when I 
got hold of olives, turquoise, and albinos, 
it did not take a long time for me to 
finally produce a creamino—in fact, four 
of them.
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Today, I enjoy my visits to my friend 
Elmer’s ringneck park where I see violets, 
pieds, saddlebacks, and opalines. I no 
longer breed birds but the joy of knowing 
they are just a short drive away excites 
me no end. Elmer has gifted me with a 
few African lovebirds of high mutation 
for old times’ sake. Unfortunately, having 
a new boy to manage all my pets does 
not allow for successful bird propagation 
at this point.

 
Do my pets follow certain seasons? I 

think they just change over time between 
eight to ten years for each period. While 
most dog show aficionados never change 
pet preference, for some like me, the 
cycle is part of the fulfilment as there are 
always new things each period. I believe 
this is also true for those who do not 
have much financial firepower to commit 
to particular pets at a time.

 
Today it’s back to Asian arowanas for 

me. From 2003 to 2007, I accumulated 
23 arowanas, all in individual tanks. I 
tried my hand at community tanks, thus 
ending up with two eight-foot tanks. 
Recently, I have seen the podariums 
of Arowana Kingdom and other aro 
keepers, but sadly, as I still have not 
gotten to build my dream koi pond, 
today I content myself just keeping four 
super reds in various stages of brilliance 

and my old time favorite crossback that is 
thirty inches long.  

 
Breeding German shepherds and the 

designer dogs are still pretty much a 
staple. This is because my daughters have 
now taken after me and my youngest has 
been proclaiming her dreams of reviving 
my zoo when she gets older. I still get a 
kick everytime a bunch of preschoolers 
visits and goes through my menagerie of 
pets.  

 
It is true that everything we learned 

about life, we learned in kindergarten: 
kindness, passion, patience, and love. 
All of these I see everyday. I greet my 
pet Alexandrine Alex and watch while 
the dozens of bantam chickens I have 
feed on the birdseed scattered below 
his cage in the garden. I check on the 
tortoises in their various stages of growth 
and incubation. Most of all, I enjoy the 
variety of feeds for the five Asian aros 
and stingrays running around with black 
bars, emperor cichlids, albino pacus, and 
llamaxes.

They are what gets me up in the 
morning and puts me to bed. I have 
fallen in love with them and stayed in 
love. It determines my day, what I read 
and what amazes me. Their death breaks 
my heart and through a lot of them, I 
have met and known many friends. If 
this is not the fountain of youth, I don’t 
know what is!!! 
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MONTH-LONG EVENTS

Adopt-a-Greyhound Adoption 
Month: This is a campaign of The 
Greyhound Project, now on its seventh 
year. It aims to raise awareness of 
the breed while getting greyhounds 
adopted. (http://www.adopt-a-
greyhound.org/index.shtml)
 
Frog Month: Frogs come in many 
shapes, sizes, and colors! Do you 
know what frogs can be found in 
the Philippines? Which frogs are 
poisonous? And what’s the difference 
between a frog and a toad? (Hint: it 
was taken up in a previous issue of 
Animal Scene!) Take the time to learn 
more about good ol’ Kermit and his 
friends.

Heartworm Awareness Month: 
What do you know about heartworm 
disease? According to the American 
Heartworm Society, “It is caused by 
foot-long worms (heartworms) that 
live in the heart, lungs, and associated 
blood vessels of affected pets, causing 

Text by REGINA LAYUG ROSERO
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Many of these occasions are based on the observations in the United States, but we’ve 

added celebrations in other countries as well. Here’s your calendar for animal-related 

celebration, no matter how small or unusual! Clip out your copy and keep it handy!

DAILY EVENTS
(1-7) International Pooper Scooper 
Week: Have you heard about aPaws? 
That’s Association of Professional Animal 
Waste Specialists! They call themselves “a 
trade association of professional pooper 
scoopers. Our main concern is making 
sure pet waste is cleaned up from 
residential and commercial properties.” 
Pet waste, if not disposed of properly, 
can pose a threat to public health. So 
make sure to clean those litter boxes 
properly and to clean up after your dog 
when walking them in public!

severe lung disease, heart failure and 
damage to other organs in the body. 
Heartworm disease affects dogs, cats 
and ferrets, but heartworms also live 
in other mammal species, including 
wolves, coyotes, foxes, sea lions and—
in rare instances—humans.”

Pet First Aid Awareness Month: 
What would you do if your pet was 
choking? For such emergencies, it’s best 
to learn pet first aid. Organizations such 
as PETA.org offer reading material on 
first aid for cats and dogs, and a guide 
to creating a canine first aid kit.

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
Month: Every month, we should be 
vigilant about the prevention of cruelty 
to animals. There are many ways 
you can prevent cruelty to animals. 
Advocate against cruel sports like dog 
fighting, donate to an animal shelter, 
or see if anyone in your community is 
treating their pet harshly.
 
Prevention of Lyme Disease in Dogs 
Month: Lyme disease affects dogs and 
humans and is rare in other domestic 
animals. Lyme disease is caused by the 
bacteria Borrelia burgdorfen, and is 
transmitted by ticks. Symptoms include 
a ‘bullseye’ appearance around the 
tick bite, fever, lethargy, swollen lymph 
nodes, loss of appetite, and limping. 
Though Lyme disease can be treated 
with an extended round of antibiotics 
and pain medication, treatment can 
take months or longer. 

National Ferret Day: What do you 
know about ferrets? Did you know that a 
group of ferrets is called a business? The 
US National Ferret Association celebrates 
these furry cuties every year.

 

Photo source: womenineuropeanhistory.org

Photo source: www.adelaidenow.com.au

Jane Goodall’s Birthday: Happy 
birthday to this pioneer in the study 
of chimpanzees! When she was only 
26 years old, she moved from England 
to what is now Tanzania to study wild 
chimpanzees. (Learn more about her 
work on janegoodall.org)
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(3-9) Bat Appreciation Week (first full 
week of April): The Caped Crusader 
and the vampire Dracula are just some 
popular characters associated with these 
flying mammals. Popular media might 
portray them as scary creatures, but bats 
come in all sizes and colors! Learn more 
about bats today. 

Zoo Lovers Day: Going to the zoo is 
one of the best ways to learn about 
animals. Schedule a visit to a zoo, or read 
up on what a zookeeper’s day is like.

National Dog Fighting Awareness 
Day: The American Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) 
started this holiday in 2014. Dog fighting 
is a cruel sport that happens in many 
countries all over the world. Fighting 
dogs are often given drugs to condition 
them for fighting. They are subjected to 
unnecessary procedures: their ears are 
cropped and their tails are docked. Find 
out if there are dog fighting pits in your 
community, and if there’s anything you 
can do to stop it.

(16) Save the Elephant Day: According 
to worldelephantday.org, “Wild Asian 
elephants suffer severe habitat loss 
in some of the most densely human-
populated regions on the planet.” African 
elephants aren’t much better off. “As of 
2011, the world is losing more elephants 
than the population can reproduce, 
threatening the future of African 
elephants across the continent.”

(16-24) World Laboratory Animal 
Liberation Week: WLALW is a 
movement that aims to free animals from 
laboratory research and experiments.

(17-23) National Pet ID Week: Why is 
it important to make sure your pet has 
identification? Sure, it tells other people 
that this animal has a human companion. 
But it also useful for stating your pet’s 
information, like their number (if their 
license with your city government), their 
vaccination information, or your contact 
information.

(17-23) National Environmental 
Education Week: One major reason 
why animals become endangered is 
because their natural habitat is damaged 
by human activity. Learn more about 
the animals in your environment, and 
what you can do to make it safer for 
indigenous animals.

(22) Earth Day: On this day, people 
all over the world talk about many 
environmental programs. Earth Day 
Network Philippines works towards 
climate change mitigation, solid waste 
management, water stewardship, and 
reforestation. All these causes are good for 
humans, and good for animals too! (Learn 
more at www.earthdayphilippines.org)

(4) World Rat Day: This holiday started 
out in 2002 as a way “to honor and 
promote pet rats as the wonderful 
companion animals they are.” (Read 
more on www.worldratday.com)

International Beaver Day: Did you 
know that an adult beaver can weigh up 
to 60 pounds? They’re also vegetarians! 
What else can you find out about this 
animal?

National Pet Day: Founded in 2005 by 
self-proclaimed pet and family lifestyle 
expert Colleen Paige, this holiday is 
meant to “celebrate the joy pets bring to 
our lives and to create public awareness 
about the plight of many different kinds 
of animals awaiting a forever home 
in shelters and rescues all around the 
globe.”

(14) National Dolphin Day: Dolphins 
are beautiful, intelligent creatures. But 
did you know that orcas—better known 
at killer whales—are dolphins too?
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(23) National Lost Dog Awareness 
Day: This holiday was founded in 2014. 
“Shelters and rescues across the United 
States use this day to bring attention to 
the many dogs in their care who have 
family looking for them.” (Read more on 
lostdogsofamerica.org)

 

(25) World Penguin Day: Did you know 
that not all penguins live in cold, icy 
climes? Learn more about these adorable 
flightless birds, and maybe sneak in a 
viewing of “Happy Feet” too!

(26) Help a Horse Day: Horses are 
hardworking animals. They pull calesas 
around Luneta. They race. In other 
countries, they help out at parades and 
parks. They’re strong, beautiful creatures. 
Find out how you can make a horse’s day 
all better.

(27) Free Feral Cat Spay Day: Cats are 
beautiful creatures, but if they roam free, 
they add to the homeless cat population. 
Many pet clinics schedule Trap-Neuter-
Release visits to communities. These visits 
successfully reduce cat populations and 
help cats live longer, more peaceful lives.

(Suggested photo: person with a guide 
dog) International Guide Dog Day: 
Guide dogs are awesome! They help the 
vision-impaired and disabled get around 
by leading them around obstacles, 
through public transportation, across 
streets, and through their daily tasks. 
There are also dedicated people who 
work hard to train these dogs.
 
(29) Hairball Awareness Day: 
According to Huffington Post, “Hairballs 
form naturally during a cat’s normal 
grooming routine. Most of the fur that 
a cat swallows while grooming passes 
naturally through the digestive tract, but 
when it gets caught in the stomach, a 
hairball forms…The holiday was launched 
in 2006 by the National Museum of 
Health and Medicine.”

(30) Animal Advocacy Day: The ASPCA 
uses this day to pause and reflect on 
the work they and many others do to 
protect animals. One tip: get to know 
your legislators and find out what they’re 
doing to protect animals.

Save the Frogs Day (Last Saturday in 
April): “Conceived and coordinated by 
SAVE THE FROGS!, Save The Frogs Day 
is the world’s largest day of amphibian 
education and conservation action.” (Visit 
savethefrogs.com to learn more)

Adopt from a Shelter Day: You’ve 
probably heard it somewhere, or seen it 
online: “Adopt, Don’t Shop.” Shelters all 
over the world have many animals who 
need ‘fur-ever’ homes. If you’re looking 
to add a feathered or furry friend to 
your family, why not check the nearest 
shelter?

World Veterinary Day:This is probably 
one of the most important animal 
holidays! Without our dear veterinarians, 
how could we possibly take care of the 
animals in our lives? Take some time to 
thank veterinarians for their service to 
the other members of your family. 

(24) Bulldogs are Beautiful Day: 
Animals vary greatly in size, color, 
and shape. Unfortunately, some get 
an undeserved bad reputation! Some 
shelters report that people don’t want to 
adopt black cats. And apparently there 
are people who think bulldogs are ugly! 
That’s why bulldog lovers all over the 
world celebrate this day.
 
National Pet Parent’s Day: These days, 
humans prefer to be called ‘pet parents’ 
instead of ‘pet owners’. Considering the 
time, energy, and money that goes into 
pet care, it’s completely understandable! 
Hug a pet parent today.

 

Kids and Pets Day: Here’s another 
holiday created by Colleen Paige! 
Founded in 2005, this day “is dedicated 
to furthering the magical bond between 
children and animals, to help bring 
awareness to the plight of pets in 
shelters awaiting new homes and 
educating the public about safety 
between children and pets.”
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*pets
*exotic pets
*dogs
*cats
*birds
*fish
*foods & supplements
*accessories
*others

* shows and training
* seminars
* exhibits/ conventions
* others

* petshops
* veterinary
* pet schools/ trainers
* clinic/ hospitals
* stud services
* others

PETA: +632 817-5292
CARA: 353-3381; 
           0910-7297026
PAWB: +632 924-6031-35; 
          +632 9240109
PAWS: 475-1688
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