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The first issue of a new year. And it’s just the way we like it - a gentle exploration 
of all things design.

The focus this month is on kitchens, a space that has changed most dramatically 
in Indian homes in the last decade. And inside the pages you will find solutions 
to universal problems that ails kitchens globally - how to do more in less space, 
how to add zing to a space that by default should exude sterility, how to structure 
storage etc. But most importantly, the features inside show how well-designed 
kitchens can be at the forefront to usher in better living.

And isn’t that the role of good design? To ease better 
living into an inspired living? And inspiration can be 
found wherever you choose to find it. Architect Brinda 
Somaya, (who we interview this month), I think finds it in 
the city of Mumbai, also in the study and practice of lucid 
architecture that is built true for the people it shelters. 
Whereas architect Kamal Malik finds it and expresses 
it in design when a balance of certain elements is 
achieved. Do also see the extraordinary photo feature 
where Mohammad Reza Domiri Ganji captures the 
delicate beauty and geometry of the seldom seen 

Iranian mosques. I remember reading somewhere where he says that he imagines 
the final result before he actually photographs. 

As I mentioned earlier, this issue is the right mix of design ingredients. This time 
round the guest column is not by a designer or an architect. We were curious to 
know what a world-class chef would have to say about designs of kitchens and 
how they impact him as a user. So we went to Mumbai’s The Sassy Spoon chef, 
Irfan Pabaney. His column is a must-read. And so are the views of many from 
the design community (Indraneel Dutta, Niroop Reddy, Pooja Ashley, etc) who 
comment on the concept of open kitchens in India. 

And lastly, if you haven’t participated in the TRENDS Awards for Architecture & 
Design 2014, send in your submission soon before the entries close on Jan 15th. 
You know the site – www.trendsawards.in. 

Cheers to the new year. 

PReeti singh
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design in Context

A SHoWCASE oF VERITABLE DESIGNS  
THAT CELEBRATE THE BoLD & BEAUTIFUL  

FRoM ACRoSS THE GLoBE

Playful cooking
Château 150 by La Cornue exhibits a 
perfect balance of symmetry, design 
and function. With two standard vaulted 
ovens, one gas and one electric, the 
nearly 60" unit offers 11 cooktop 
configurations to meet any culinary 
need. designed by André dupuy, son 
of Albert dupuy, founder of La Cornue 
in 1908, one can customise this stylish 
piece in a variety of vibrant colours.  
For more visit, www.lacornueusa.com



Thin lines
Breaking away from the usual shelf design, April, May, 

June stand out for their bold design and innovative 
modularity. Designed by Gino Carollo for Bonaldo, 

these thin shelves are made out of lacquered metal 
and are available in vibrant colours, allowing one to 

showcase a wide range of accessories. According to 
the designer, this series is not just a regular bookcase 

but an object that lends itself to personal usage 
interpretations. For more, visit www.bonaldo.it

9more projects at trendsideas.comHome & Design Trends Vol 2 No 8  2015



Historic memories
Inspired by the Naj Tunich, an archeological site 
in Guatemala, Central America, this armchair is 

a strong design piece that brings in a dash of 
modernity. The deep blue velvet chair brings in 

a vintage flavour while the nickled nails instantly 
take its effect a notch higher. Conceived 
by Brabbu, the Naj Armchair is a perfect 

amalgamation of tradition and modern design. 
For more, visit www.brabbu.com

Embracing design
Ross Lovegrove designed Diatom for Moroso by adopting 

technologies typically used in the automotive industry. Diatom, 
as the word implies, is a design, which has been generated by the 

beauty and logic of natural lightweight structures familiar to architects 
and marine biologists. This chair’s design is computer generated 

resulting in a universal geometry that is ergonomically neutral, lightweight 
and provides a vertical stack that is rarely achieved. 

Graceful strokes 
Delicate in appearance, Edra’s Getsuen is designed 

in the shape of a lily. This chair hides a solid frame 
of molded steel with a padding of polyurethane 

foam that gives it soft warmth, accented by velvet 
covering like the petals of a flower. originally 
conceived by Japanese designer Masanori 

Umeda in 1990, Getsuen is the answer to 
the missing vibrant touch in your space. For 

more, visit www.edra.com

10 more projects at trendsideas.com

A
Le

s
s

A
n

d
r

o
 P

A
d

e
r

n
i



11more homes at trendsideas.com

Uplift your spirits
With its dramatic design and smooth curves, Island Pure Kitchen by Hi-Macs aims to balance functionality, 

elegance and innovation. The vibrant banana colour is used on the entire worktop as well as the breakfast bar 
shelf. Small lamps underneath the cooking island create beautiful lighting behind the smooth curves of the island 

and keep the minimalism aspect intact. Fore more, visit www.himacs.eu

High standards
Nanook is originally the master of bears, 
the one who decides the luck of the 
hunters in the Arctic regions. This bar 
chair for Brabbu blends the beauty and 
grandiosity of this animal through the 
robust body covered by blue satin cotton. 
The wooden frame adds an element of 
warmth. For more, visit www.brabbu.com

Statement addition
Fredriskson Stallard’s Pink Feather Table 

redefines the concept of a central table. A 
combination of glass, steel and feathers, 

this table is a vivacious product that 
can be customised according to one’s 

preference. For more information, visit www.
fredriksonstallard.com
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Harmonious notes
The Bum Bum collection by Eugeni Quitllet for Vondom takes its inspiration from various musical 
instruments. According to the designer, “Bum Bum was born from the principle of not designing 

objects, but rather musical instruments to be used for another purpose.” The collection consists of  
a sofa, a table, an armchair and toro (bull), a unique product with a great variety of functions. 

Swinging in & out
Conceived by designer Arne Jacobsen, Swan is a revolving chair from the furniture brand, Republic of Fritz Hansen. Shaped to provide ample 
comfort to the back, it has a star-shaped base made of aluminium, which is mounted on a satin polished steel pedestal. The shells or seat is 

made of a synthetic material, padded with cold-cured foam.

12 more projects at trendsideas.com

Warm 
conversations

Designed to be a symbol of 
knowledge and rebirth, Nº 20 

Two Seat Sofa by the furniture 
brand Brabbu was conceived 

through a long journey of a 
total set of 24 prototypes 

that intended to reinterpret 
the forces of nature. Nº 20 

distinguishes itself for its 
attitude represented in its 

fabric, a beautiful and standing 
out blue twill, and structure 

that embraces us with strength 
and determination. For more, 

visit www.brabbu.com

Home & Design Trends Vol 2 No 8  2015



Blooming time 
Inspired by the latest collections from the Versace fashion 
house, the exclusive Nymph collection by Rosenthal features 
a range of new glamorous vases in vibrant colours. The 
playful contrast between bulbous and streamlined surfaces is 
emphasised by the interplay of shimmering gold, pure white 
and the trendy colours of petrol blue, red, taupe, turquoise 
and dark green. All vases are decorated with the iconic head 
of Medusa, one of the characteristic symbols of Versace. The 
collection is a limited edition.

old is gold
Decorator, inventor, designer, Jean-Michel Frank 

approached the house of Hermès for the first 
time in 1924. At that time, he wanted to cover his 
furniture pieces in leather hence Hermès decided 

to cover them and to decorate them by signing 
these pieces with its famous saddle stitch. Since 

2010, Hermès has re-edited a selection of Frank’s 
emblematic pieces and this year, limited editions 

of a bench, an armchair and a console in wrought 
iron and bridle leather join the collection. This 

bench is entirely worked, polished, patinated, and 
constructed by hand and re-edited in 50 pieces.

Time to relax
Canapo is a light and rocking chair by Cassina. 

Designed by Franco Albini, the curved 
line of the chair dominates the 

design with emphasis on the 
joining elements. The structure 

demonstrates Cassina's mastery 
of carpentry and excellence in 

combining craft traditions with cutting-
edge technology. The supporting fabric is 

attached using cords that form a graphic motif, 
while the cushion in polyurethane foam, upholstered in 

leather or fabric, is divided into foldable modules. 



Smooth flow
Liubis chairs and 
armchairs designed 
by Carlo Colombo for 
Trussardi redefine the 
regular dining chairs  
with its contemporary 
contours. The chair is a 
synonym of refined  
formal simplicity,  
between full and  
empty spaces,  
defined by the seat  
made of a unique  
element, upheld by  
fine metallic legs that 
come together at the 
base. For more visit, www.
luxurylivinggroup.com/en/
trussardi-casa

Master class
FoodLab by Studio Rygalik 
is a culinary station created 
in collaboration with 
Siemens for Concordia 
Taste – restaurant in the 
heart of one of the most 
important design centers in 
Poland. The design studio 
designed this open kitchen 
as a system of interrelated 
mobile modules resembling 
wooden cargo boxes on 
casters, so it can be easily 
rearranged and adapted to 
different functional needs. 
FoodLab creates space 
for live cooking, culinary 
workshops, tastings or 
parties and is equipped  
with technologically 
advanced and eco-friendly 
built-in appliances.

A golden chase 
The 24k gold customised bike by Goldgenie takes 

cycling to a completely new level. This golden 
set of wheels is a unique creation; a true work of 

art and is adorned with diamonds. Goldgenie’s 
specialists have meticulously applied a lustrous 

layer of 24k gold to the entire structure, from the 
tip of the drop handlebars to the wheel stays, and 
every other part in between, including every ridge 
of the gear chain. The gleaming gold model priced 
at £250,000 is offset with sophisticated accents 
in black in a limited edition soft San Marco suede 

saddle and SR4 racing tyres. 

- Compiled by Kamna Malik
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“ARCHITECTS ARE GUARDIANS oF THE 
BUILT AND THE UNBUILT ENVIRoNMENT,” 
SAYS BRINDA SoMAYA

16 more projects at trendsideas.com

do you think as a country we cur-
rently lack design awareness?
Well, India is very complex. I think we’ve 
produced some of the most beautiful 
buildings, the most beautiful fabrics, 
pottery, ceramics and yet now we 
have many ugly towns and cities as 
well. The reason for that is difficult to 
pinpoint; one certainly would be the 
huge growth in population that has 
taken place in the last 50 years in 
our country. And when population 
grows at this rate, with it comes a lot 
of desecration and compromises on 
many fronts. Another reason is the 
disconnection, in a way, with what’s 
gone before. I think it’s a lack of 
sensitisation to one’s own heritage; 
the importance of a sense of place, 
or a sense of belonging, or a sense 
of time. 

Which building or project 
excites you these days? 
something you’re keeping an 
eye on? 

As you know, I’ve been very involved with Mumbai 
city. Apart from architectural work, and being on 
various committees for the city, I have been involved 
with the people of the city. I’ve been working with 
another urban planner, Professor Sidhu on the 
Mumbai Esplanade project, where we are trying 
to create about 50 acres of open space within 
the heart of South Mumbai, around Chattrapati 
Shivaji Terminus (CST), Churchgate Station and the 
pedestrianisation of Kala Ghoda area. We worked 
on it for so long but unless there is political will and 
bureaucratic assistance it is not going to happen. 
We had NGos involved who were happy, the media 
also supported us, but all the time the decision 
makers would make some excuse that we can’t 
pedestrianise Kala Ghoda – for example the new 
Eastern Expressway has been created so there 
will be additional traffic. So it’s always the car that’s 
dominating everything.

Political will is a tough one to change, that’s 
pretty much the last stop.
If there’s no political will, nothing will happen. 

You have to have political will, you have to have 
bureaucratic support and you have to sensitise the 
builders. We lost the mill land; I hope we don’t lose 
the port land. We’ll have to see how things go.

You are taking on the restoration of indian 
institute of Management (iiM) Ahmedabad. 
Yes. our scope of work, which we won, for this 
competition is very precise and it involves upgrada-
tion and restoration of what I believe is the core of 
the campus, the Louis Kahn core. Detailed logistics 
is required as the four lakh sq ft of restoration 
required is currently occupied. It consists of 18 
of the original dormitories, the library building, the 
academic building, the faculty building and the 
plaza. Another architect Bimal Patel, is doing the 
master planning, and they will decide along with IIM 
the route that the rest of the campus will take. My 
portion of the project I am very clear with; it will take 
about approximately five years. We also have to 
upgrade them the building in terms of air condition-
ing, electrical systems, internet, etc. They had a 
major earthquake in Gujarat and the buildings were 
affected, so we have to structurally stabilise them.
 
How has your design approach changed  
over the years, in terms of progression of  
your work?
Architects are guardians of the built and the unbuilt 
environment; they are the conscience of both. I 
think in a way that I always give importance to the 
three Cs in my work: one is Contemporary work, 
one is Conservation, and the third is Community. 
So I’ve always worked in all these three areas and I 
think the diversity of my work is what I have enjoyed 
the most. 

What responsibility do architects have  
towards society?
Everyone has responsibility to society and everyone 
has a responsibility through his or her work. Archi-
tects have a particularly important responsibility 
because they affect the physical built form in which 
you work and so their responsibility is larger than 
maybe somebody else. A building is supposed to 
raise your spirits, it shows the excitement of being 
in different types of spaces, it’s how you feel when 
you enter, say, the Blue Mosque in Istanbul or the 
Taj Mahal. So those are the buildings that inspire 



Old Yacht Club
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After completing her Master of Arts from Smith College in Northampton, MA, USA, architect Brinda 
Somaya founded her firm Somaya & Kalappa in Mumbai in 1978. Over these three decades, she  
has successfully merged architecture, conservation and social equity in projects ranging from 
institutions, offices, residences to rehabilitation and restoration projects. Recipient of multiple  
awards, she was recently awarded the Baburao Mhatre Gold Medal for Lifetime Achievement by  
Indian Institute of Architects (IIA).

- In conversation with Preeti Singh

Home & Design Trends Vol 2 No 8  2015

Old Yacht Club

you. Most of us are not sitting and working in those 
buildings, we’re working in ordinary buildings, which 
also should be able to inspire in its own way.

do you think architecture has been unkind to 
women as a profession?
Architecture itself is a recent profession, it’s not 
more than a couple of centuries years old, before 
that it was engineers who dominated. In India, the 
percentage of women in architecture colleges 
today is more than 50%. In fact, in some colleges its 
apparently as high as 60%. But where do they dis-
appear? To start, very few of them are able to start 
their independent practice as it’s still considered 
to be very much a male-dominated profession and 
in the West its considered possibly an upper class 
male dominated, or White Man’s Profession, as they 
say. And in India, women earlier, say my generation, 
a lot of them would work with their fathers or hus-
bands or brothers and so they’d always be `invisible.’ 
So obviously there are issues. But some of these 
issues are issues that women have irrespective of 
their profession. 

Perceptions of a client who comes to an archi-
tect or interior desginer?
When I first began I consciously, although I have full 
respect for interior designers and we do interiors 
in our office too of all the buildings we design, I 
consciously decided not to take any interior work for 
the first two years, till I had an body of area of work. 
But I was very clear in my mind that I wanted to be 

This image & below:  
Zensar Technolgies

an architect who built buildings, that was what I 
wanted to do. That was something I consciously did 
and for many years I worked in isolation, but I just 
didn’t think about it because I was enjoying myself. 
For 10 years I built up a body of work, which then 
enabled me to go to the next stage of size of pro-
ject and complexity. So it’s imperative to have that 
initial body of work. These are also the years when 
women have major responsibilities to the family. 

it’s unfortunate.
It is, but it’s true of every profession, not just  
architecture. You give up at age 28, 30 and you 
take a step back or you work half a day and you 
come back.

today, what is your greatest challenge, not  
in terms of day-to-day work but something 
internal that you maybe grappling with?
I think I want to be able to ensure what I’ve built (my 
daughter is an architect, a lawyer-turned-architect, 
and many senior people that have worked with 
me for a long time)…I want to make sure that the 
organisation keeps up this high standard of design 
and integrity. I don’t want to determine what type of 
projects they would do in the future, that’s going to 
be their choice. But I’ve built a certain value-based 
organisation and it is very important to me that it 
continues. I have confidence that it will happen.
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oN: oPEN KITCHENS IN THE INDIAN CoNTExT

MY vieW

shami goregaonker  
GA DESIGN, MUMBAI

mahesh punjabi
MAHESH PUNJABI ASSoCIATES, MUMBAI

this is a very subjective question. this is purely dependent on the family size. 
For a cellular compact family moving about but staying together, yes, this is 
a favourite among them and even amongst small families. however, for joint 

families with servants, and cooks, where the kitchen is full of activity in the 
morning, the same open kitchen concept is a no-no. secondly, our indian 

cooking is still oriented around a lot of cooking time, masala and oil, which are 
not the smell and fumes you want all over your house hence an open kitchen 

layout is not suitable. still, inspite of all this, the trend is changing and more and 
more small apartments are opting for an open kitchen, while the lavish villas now 
have two separate kitchens; one full-utility closed kitchen and one open kitchen 

attached to the casual family/sit out and tV area, which is interactive.

open kitchens are gaining popularity in nuclear 
urban homes. in this age of compact spaces and 
busy lives, an open kitchen creates the illusion of a 
larger space and provides an opportunity for family 
members to mingle and spend time with each 
other. although not entirely devoid of drawbacks, 
an intelligently planned open kitchen has benefits 
aplenty and will surely be around for a long time.
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darshana patel
SIGNA DESIGN, BANGALoRE

indraneel dutta  
DUTTA KANNAN ARCHITECTS, 

BANGALoRE

the concept of open kitchen in india works 
if ideally when one has another small wet 

kitchen or cooking kitchen. all the clients i 
have worked with in the median age group 

of 30-50 years love the idea of the open 
kitchens with modern gadgets and fixtures 
and expensive worktops. having said that, 

they also would not like oily cooking and 
heavy dishwashing to take place out in the 
open. i think this concept is here to stay as 
it is a modern lifestyle statement and at the 

same time functional. We have used some of 
the world’s best kitchen manufacturers like 
poggenpohl, hacker and nolte and i hear 

from them that sales are good.

the answer to this question depends on the target audience you are 
designing for. there are two kinds of clients (a) uber luxury and (b) high 
ranking corporate professionals. the uber luxury is typically a large business 
owner who is used to service from butlers, chefs and housekeepers. this 
type of client sees no need for an open kitchen as it does not add any real 
value to their lifestyle. the second segment we design for is the growing 
segment of well-heeled corporate professionals who are global travellers 
who love art, food and have a lifestyle, which is active and multifaceted. 
they love or experiment with cooking and cuisines and an open kitchen with 
a breakfast table is often the order of the day. this segment is growing fast 
and is also the trendsetter for the middle class to copy. so the concept of 
an open kitchen is here to stay. 
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- Compiled by Dushyant Shekhawat

pooja ashley
THE ASHLEYS, MUMBAI

most families with full-time house help would opt for a 
closed kitchen, as the services would not be seen and this 

suits the indian style of cooking, with its oily food. however, 
in a multi-storey apartment or villa, where there is more 
room, you can design an open kitchen. this is often to 

support the closed/service kitchen and is more for show as 
a live kitchen counter. the open kitchen concept works for 
couples or homes where the owner himself spends a lot of 

time in the kitchen. i haven’t seen this trend gaining much 
ground in india, as it works more in a western context.

niroop reddy
NA ARCHITECTS, HYDERABAD

open kitchens are not suitable to our typical indian cooking because 
of our tadkas and masalas, but the open kitchen has extended into our 
family rooms, where we interact with one another.
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DESIGNED MoSQUES 



SHAHYAD (azaDI) ToWER, TEHRAN
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About the series

mohammad reza domiri ganji’s 
photographic essay on iranian 
architecture extensively features 
historical mosques and bathhouses 
located in the isfahan, shiraz, 
tehran and yazd regions. Framing 
beautiful mosaics and stained 
glass, he brings to light the 
magnificence of the country’s 
local architecture. From an artistic 
standpoint, ganji attempts to 
illustrate the stunning features of 
each structure. opting for wide 
and fisheye angles and panoramic 
shots, the photographer often 
shows the entire building in a single 
image whilst still capturing all the 
minute detailing.

documenting iran’s architecture 
was a momentous feat for ganji  
as he faced numerous obstacles, 
such as dealing with the 
overwhelming crowds, securing 
permissions and necessary 
paperwork, time constraints 
on shooting religious sites and 
restrictions on using photography 
equipment on the premises.  

         light is the most  
         important element in my 
photography,” says ganji. “i 
have thus spent numerous hours 
perfecting methods of capturing 
and editing light. other key factors 
i emphasise in the series are the 
repetition, symmetry and colours 
that each structure emulates.

NASIR-AL-MULK MoSQUE - FISHEYE VIEW, SHIRAZ
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ALI GHoLI AGHA BATH, ISFAHAN

VAKIL BATH, SHIRAZ



Profile of the photographer 

Born in Tehran, Ganji is a 24-year-old physics student who currently lives in the northern city of Babol. He is 
largely self-taught through watching internet tutorials and gaining advice from other young photographers. His 
love of photography started as a child when he was given his grandfather's old camera. The inspiration for this 

series came about when he stumbled upon images of the interior of the Egyptian pyramids. This sparked his 
interest in shooting historical locations as well as symbolic architecture. Ganji realised that there were many 

ancient places in Iran for this area of photography and so began his journey of documenting what the country had 
to offer. With mounting international attention Ganji hopes his series will show people another side of Iran and its 

culture. For more information, visit  www.gravity.ir 

- Compiled by amanda Peters
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VAKIL BATH - LITTLE PLANET VIEW, SHIRAZ
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ARCHITECT KAMAL 
MALIK TALKS ABoUT 
HIS JoURNEY IN THE 
PURSUIT oF A DESIGN 
PHILoSoPHY THAT 
IS MEANINGFUL AND 
BALANCED

32 more projects at trendsideas.com

Why did you become an architect?
I wanted to be a structural engineer and in fact studied engineering 
for a year but then I found something missing. I had a head for science 
but the thought of the possibilities of embracing the arts and science 
simultaneously led me to the field of architecture. This tabula rasa 
between head and heart is where I finally found my calling.

tell us about your preliminary years while  
pursuing architecture. 
My years at School of Planning and Architecture (SPA) were inspi-
rational. It was a heady mix of stalwarts in each discipline that really 
influenced and finally shaped me. Look at the exhilarating list of fac-
ulty; three masters of modern art, Tyeb Mehta, Krishen Khanna and 
Biren De comprised our art faculty. The list of architects was equally 
illustrious Bruno D’souza, Joseph Allen Stein, BV Doshi, Raj Rewal, 
Ajoy Chowdhary - ad infinitum. Dr Charles Fabri is a person whose 
contribution I value immensely, he taught us history of architecture 
and for the engineering subjects. To my mind beginning with simple 

sketching, to the synthesis between architecture and engineering, is something I have 
inculcated as a result of the seeds sown during this period.

do you still draw?
I cannot contemplate any other form of expression in as far as conceptualisation is concerned. The flow of 
charcoal mesmerises me and I cannot for the love of God understand (particularly the younger generation) 
the inability to express through sketches. To my mind, the sketch comes first and then the computer.
 
What parameters do you take into consideration while working on a project?
The design process to my mind is a complex matrix with sustainability as the ultimate objective. We have 
generated a diagram, which is a constant guide in the endeavour to maintain sanyam (balance) as a path 
towards meaningful design. (See image 3)

How do you perceive the current generation of architects?
I see random examples of inspirational work but in general the picture is quite dismal. The result is an 
architecture that is arcane, oblivious of regional issues in the search of a random global vision. one of the 
biggest failings being, the architect’s reluctance to comprehend a structure as an intrinsic part of integrated 
design. I see too many buildings, which are testimony to the possible scenario that the architect and struc-
tural engineer are two separate entities.

Your firm is more than three decades old. What would you call as your turning points  
and lessons?
Gautam Buddha used to say, “It is just as the flame of the candle looks the same, but is never the same 
even for two consecutive moments. The flame is continuously becoming smoke, new flame is coming up. 
The old flame is going out; the new flame is coming up. The candle that you had burned in the evening is 
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Images 1 & 2: Living room views, 
Khorakiwala residence, Alibaug

Image 1

Image 2

Conceptual drawing for Khorakiwala residence, Alibaug

Lupin Research Centre, Pune

Site plan of Lupin Research Centre, Pune

Altana Pharma Research Centre, Pune

Conceptual layout for Altana 
Pharma Research Centre, Pune
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Founder and principal architect, Kamal Malik, was born and raised in Shimla in the pristine environs 
of the Himalayas, which till today remains the source of his inspiration. He completed his architectural 
studies at the School of Planning and Architecture (SPA) in New Delhi. With more than 35 years of 
experience, his attempt is to develop contemporary design syntax by approaching architecture as a 
synthesis of ecology and spirit.
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Bhagwan Mahaveer Cancer Hospital, Jaipur

- In conversation with Kamna Malik

not the same candle that you will blow out in the 
morning. This is not the same flame that you had 
started; that has gone far away, nobody knows 
where. It is just a similarity of the flame that gives 
you the illusion that it is the same flame.” The same 
is true about your being. It is a flame. It is fire. Each 
moment your being is changing and if you get 
involved totally in anything, then you will see the 
change happening in you- each moment a new 
being, and a new world, and a new experience. It 
is this phenomenon of a constant re-generation 
that has affected my thinking process indelibly.  
This implies the dropping of unnecessary bag-
gage, which leaves you totally free to address each 
subject intuitively. The major influence in my life has 
been my introduction to Parmahansa Yogananda 
and pursuant to that to Kriya Yoga.  

How would you describe the change in the 
community over the years?
objectively, the India post-independence seemed to 
promise great hope in the development of architec-
ture, arts and culture itself. Le Corbusier was invited 
to design Chandigarh and a number of Indian 
architects returned home after studying abroad to 
participate in the endeavour to develop a contextual 
design philosophy. Most of the meaningful names 
in Indian architecture hail from that early period. 
But somewhere we lost our way and definitely 
the last few decades have witnessed an abysmal 
descent to banality and absolute mediocrity. Let us 
compare ourselves with the scenario in Japan and 
you will realise what I am saying. The contemporary 
architecture of that country has evolved from their 

own roots, their own culture and hence it is rich in 
context. Being an older civilisation than Japan we 
were theoretically even better placed than Japan 
but that was not to be. I see a glimmer of hope now 
in the arts and architecture as we are slowly finding 
our feet and direction in moving towards a syntax 
that is relevant and contextual to this region.

Which indian architects’ works do you like?
If I have to say in terms of who I look up to then 
it would be Charles Correa. Though he is slowly 
moving out of practice, but I do admire his work. I 
was recently in Lisbon and I saw his project there, 
Champalimaud Centre for the Unknown, a cancer 
facility. I think it’s amazing. He has been consistent 
with his thinking. I like Nari Gandhi too. Yes, he did 
few homes but so what? Laurie Baker is another 
architect whose work I admire. Bruno D’souza 
is another. He was my thesis guide too. Brilliant 
architect, thinker and poet. He didn’t do too much 
work but would always say, “I do architecture only 
for myself so how can I work for someone else? It’s 
very personal.”

Amongst all your projects, which one do  
you think exhibits your design philosophy 
perfectly?
I would say the Lupin Research Centre near  
Pune. It gave us the opportunity for interpretation
and expression in the field of medical research.  
Where abstract subjects like intuition and the
meta-physical were added as layers to the  
design matrix.

Image 3
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guest CoLuMn

“Kitchen functionality and longevity 
depends a lot on how one manages 
the space,” says chef Irfan Pabaney
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grinding of masalas in the hamam dasta. the 
stone that is used in the hamam dasta is what 
gives the ingredient its flavour. some of the 
basics are overlooked when one uses gadgets 
in kitchens. Which is why is it refreshing to see 
so many south indian restaurants still grind 
their masalas in the stone. it makes a very big 
difference to how your food eventually tastes. 
the tandoor is another thing that i love to cook 
with. i actually had it in some of my restaurants 
that were more Western and were not 
necessarily serving indian food. so our recipe 
would be Western but our cooking style used a 
tandoor, which instantly changed the taste for 
the better. this was because the flavour that the 
ingredient got was exceptional. 

kitchen functionality and longevity depends 
a lot on how one manages the space. i think 
a few basic things go a long way in making 
any kitchen design work for you. First and 
foremost should be cleanliness and hygiene. 
there should be absolutely no compromise 
on cleaning. proper cold storage is also very 
important. your kitchen has to be designed in a 
way that it takes care of your raw material and 
it is of the highest quality because that is what 
finally is put on the plate. the design dictates 
everything. you can have a large kitchen but if 
not designed correctly, the output will never be 
up to the mark. and i say this for both homes 
and commercial kitchens. even if you have a 
small kitchen but if it is designed accurately 
then space doesn’t matter. designing a kitchen 
is a very thoughtful and careful process. pre-
planning is crucial. one needs to think about it 
a lot and continue to evolve it based on the food 
that one is planning to cook. 

For homes, i think modular kitchens are a 
good bet. i think more than anything they have 
brought in a huge amount of storage space. 
and they have got rid of the carpenter coming 
in and making your shutters. so you are able to 
use technology for drawers and cabinets, which 
completely changes the way a traditional kitchen 
looks and functions. on one hand it has made 
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the concept of cooking, along with 
how and what kitchens should be like has 
drastically changed over the years. kitchens 
are no longer spaces where one just cooks 
food and cooking is no longer considered an 
unconventional profession. When i started 
my career 22 years ago things were very 
different. i am not saying cooking was looked 
down upon, but becoming a chef was not 
a career option. back then, there were only 
three catering colleges in mumbai; anjuman-
i-islam, sophia’s and indian institute of hotel 
management (ihm) and that was all. there 
were many more challenges that one faced 
then as compared to what one encounters 
now but i knew i wanted to become a chef. 
since the last few years, things have changed 
thanks to social media, internet and better 
programming. people are more design as 
well as food conscious. the audience is more 
aware and educated. there are so many  
things you can now do with food and kitchens. 
so things have really really changed and for 
the better. 

in terms of kitchen design, i cannot 
point out which one is the best because 
each serves a different purpose. i think each 
kitchen is different from the other and varies 
in its design, flow and layout and a lot of it 
comes from the kind of menu that is being 
cooked there. i have worked at some very nice 
places but the one place where i got to really 
learn a lot was when i worked at yauatcha. 
although it was a very different kitchen set 
up, it is an interesting space to work in. it 
was a very chinese set up and there was no 
compromising on any of the equipment. 

indian kitchens are very different as 
compared to international ones and i always 
believe that one should never try to make our 
kitchens like the ones we see globally. and i 
say this because our style of cooking is very 
different. it involves a lot more things and 
processes. in indian cuisine a lot of the flavour 
comes from the traditional cooking style like 



a positive difference and the intent is there but 
following through on the design to make things 
easy is not. For example, some modular kitchens 
use marine ply for the platform, where traditionally 
for the amount of water indians use one should 
never use wood for a platform. ideally one should 
use granite, kadappa or marble. if it is wood then 
over time you have issues of it bubbling up. i 
think that is where the manufacturer or service 
providers need to tell customers that you must 
never compromise on the basic materials. 

i spend most of my time in the kitchen. 
so i need it to be the most functional. i would 
love a kitchen where i could have state-of-the 
art-equipment. but honestly, i also feel that you 
should not deviate too far from the basics just 
to make a kitchen look aesthetically strong. you 
have a lot of access to technology today, which 
can help you enhance your cooking. but you 
cannot ever forget the basics both in terms of 
task and form. let me take my own kitchen as 
an example, we have a self-cooking system, 
where you can programme what you want to 
cook in many different ways. it can also be used 
as a holding place where you can keep food 
warm before you serve it. We use the available 
technology to its maximum. i always feel that 

one should never compromise on the kind of 
technology and gadgets one uses in the kitchen. 
it goes a long way in determining the final result. 
if i have an oven, i make sure i have one of the 
best ovens and i don’t compromise on that. 

the technology in any kitchen is meant to 
enhance the cooking and in this case the function 
of the oven would be to act as a self-cooking, 
heating gadget, as well as the last storage point 
before it’s served. any gadget shouldn’t diminish 
from the cooking and that is the most important 
thing. today, gadgets are multipurpose units but 
one needs to take a call on what to use and what 
not to use depending on what one is cooking. 
sometimes one has to use traditional methods 
and sometimes it’s a mixture of both. another 
example i would like to take would be smoking 
of an ingredient that the self-cooking centre can 
do, but then in this case i would prefer to use 
my traditional charcoal method of smoking my 
food because i think it is fabulous and gives the 
best end result. so i think technology is good but 
then it has to be used in the best manner to get 
optimal results and at the same time one should 
not move to far away from the basics. Frankly 
speaking, i feel what traditional methods can do 
to food; no amount of technology can do. 

37more projects at trendsideas.comHome & Design Trends Vol 2 No 8  2015

Executive chef and co-owner of The Sassy Spoon, Irfan Pabaney is a graduate of Hotel Administration 
& Food Technology of Sophia Polytechnic, Mumbai and At-Sunrice Academy in Singapore. Over his 
22-year-long career Pabaney has been at the helm of some of the most notable restaurants in Mumbai 
and Bangalore including Under the Over, Seijo and the Soul Dish, Indigo and Hakkasan. 
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kitCHen design





Passionate foodies and the 
proliferation of cooking shows 
have elevated the art of food 
preparation in recent times. 
But few have taken it as far 
as the owner of this kitchen – 
with the possible exception of 
Heston Blumenthal.

Architect Douglas Dick is 
quick to point out this is no 
family kitchen, and it’s not just 
the bright red accents that spell 
the difference.

SCIENCE LESSoN 
Cooking experiments take on a whole new meaning in this 
vibrant kitchen, which is a laboratory for a scientist  
with a passion for molecular gastronomy
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exPeriMentAL sPACes



Preceding pages and above: Bright 
red accents enliven this entertaining 
area in the basement of a large 
family home. The space includes a 
bar with beer on tap, a wine cellar, 
home theater and kitchen. A tasting 
bar (above) is mounted between 
two columns. Pendant lights pierce 
the glass shelving above the bar, 
illuminating the edge of the glass. 

Above left and left: The kitchen 
resembles a science laboratory – 
complete with bunsen burner.

“This is a kitchen expressly 
designed for experimentation. 
The client, a research scientist 
in the biomedical industry, has 
a passion for molecular gas-
tronomy. This highly scientific 
way of cooking is reflected in 
every aspect of the design. For 
example, the kitchen incorpo-
rates gas jets, bunsen burners, 
a compressed air valve and 
a liquid nitrogen tank for the 
instant freezing of food.”

The architect says the 
kitchen is part of a large enter-
tainment area in the basement 
– the family kitchen is on 
another level. The basement 
also includes a bar, wine cellar, 
fitness room and home theater. 
All these areas are linked by 
dramatic red accents. “The 
client is really attracted to 
vibrant colours, and red has 
a sports car quality that really 
appealed,” Dick says.
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Left and above: With five ovens, 
warming drawers, griddles and 
a salamander grill, the kitchen is 
equipped for every cooking need.

Legend to plan: 1 bar, 2 wine cellar, 
3 storage, 4 entertainment area, 
5 fitness room with shower and 
bathroom, 6 sauna, 7 changing  
room, 8 tasting bar, 9 kitchen,  
10 home theater, 11 mechanical 
plant, 12 conference room,  
13 laundry, 14 bathroom,  
15 crawl space.

45trendsideas.com



Architect: Douglas Dick AIA,  
LDA Architecture & Interiors  
(Cambridge, MA)
Interior designer: David Nault,  
Paul White, Weena & Spook
Cabinet company: MVK Architectural 
Millwork Corp
Cabinetry: Tall storage cabinets in 
stained bamboo; island and perimeter 
cabinets in wood painted in Parapan 
Signal Red
Countertops: Quartz on perimeter; 
stainless steel on island; bar in UltraGlas 
Squiggle Opaque
Wall coverings: Teragren vertical grain 
caramelized bamboo
Lighting: Cres Cor heat lamps; Tube 3 
and Abbey pendants; LeD lighting 
Backsplash: Quartz and stainless steel
Main sink: Franke
Island sink: Kohler Crevasse
Dipper well sink and faucet: T&S Brass
Main faucets: Whitehaus
Pot filler: Rohl
Oven: Wolf
Refrigeration: Sub-Zero
Speed, steam and wall ovens, 
warming drawer, dishwasher and 
coffee system: Miele
Built-in countertop blender: Blendtec
Griddle and salamander: Vulcan

Story by Colleen Hawkes
Photography by Greg Premru 
Photography

Above right: The bar, which has a 
sensuous, organic form, appears to 
slice through a glass wall separating 
a climate-controlled wine cellar. The 
bar top features cast glass with a 
smooth top above a rough, textural 
base pigmented with glass resin. The 
top is mounted on stainless steel 
pedestal legs. Glass also features on 
the side of the bar, in mosaic tiles in 
varying tones of red and iridescent 
charcoal. A metallic-look porcelain 
tile was specified for the floor 
throughout the entertaining area.

In the kitchen, red appears 
on quartzite countertops and 
backsplashes, on lacquered 
drawers on the island, bar 
stools, and in two pendant 
infrared lights that can be 
pulled down to keep food hot.

The island, which is the 
main food preparation area, 
has a stainless steel top, with 
a flush-mounted blender and 
trash receptacle, as well as the 
gas jets and bunsen burner.

Perimeter cabinets are in 
bamboo, chosen for its warm, 
natural look and its consistent, 
linear grain.

“The contrasting surfaces  
set up a visual dialogue 
between the natural materials, 
such as the wood and stone in 
the bar area, and the highly 
polished man-made materials 
– the stainless steel, glass and 
aluminum,” says the archi-
tect. “There is another contrast 

between the crisp nature of 
the kitchen cabinets and the 
curved, organic form of the 
bar. This has a more sensuous 
look, which is in keeping with 
the sensual nature of the red.”

Other key features of the 
kitchen include an obscure 
glass pantry that is reminis-
cent of laboratory storage, and 
a wealth of appliances. The 
kitchen has five ovens, two 
griddles and a salamander.
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- LouiS KahN, american architect  (1902-1971)
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MAKING A STATEMENT
It’s not just the dramatic water droplet on the splashback that sets this  
kitchen apart – it’s also the bold monochromatic colour palette
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Kitchens are often designed to make a bold 
statement, but on occasions the aesthetics can be 
compromised by the functional elements.

However, that is not the case with this 
kitchen in a new home – all the food preparation 
and cooking takes place in an adjoining scullery 
that can be hidden from view.

Sublime Architectural Interiors designer 
Kim Duffin says the kitchen is in a very contem-
porary home, and the kitchen needed to make a 
design statement in its own right. 

“Essentially the front kitchen had to be an 
entertainment centre, with no cooking at all,” 

Facing page, top and lower: Now 
you see it, now you don’t – pocket 
doors separate this kitchen from an 
adjoining scullery, which is where 
all the food preparation and cooking 
takes place. 

Above: The kitchen, designed by 
Kim Duffin of Sublime Architectural 
Interiors, incorporates a large 
backpainted splashback featuring 
an image of a water drop. The island 
upstand and flyover shelf feature a 
heavily textured wood laminate.

he says. “In keeping with the design focus, the 
owners wanted to incorporate a permanent art 
work. They consequently engaged an American 
artist who specialises in water drop artworks to 
create the splashback. This helped to determine 
the monochromatic palette.”

White lacquered cabinets are contrasted by 
a heavily textured wood laminate upstand that 
screens the sink area from the dining and family 
rooms beyond. The island benchtop appears to 
slice through one side of the upstand, creating 
an asymmetrical feature that echoes two float-
ing white shelves on the splashback.
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Preceding pages: The scullery has a 
mirrored splashback to reflect light. 

Left: Large sliding doors open up the 
kitchen to a terrace. 

Story by Colleen Hawkes
Photography by Steve Ryan from  
Rix Ryan Photography

“This kitchen is all about minimalism and a 
clean, uncluttered look,” the designer says.

For this reason, there are recessed pulls on 
all the doors and drawers. An aluminium chan-
nel creates a matching horizontal negative detail 
on the front of the island.

Duffin also created a timber flyover that 
wraps around the top of the cabinets. This  
features the same heavily textured veneer as the 
island upstand.

“The flyover enhances the horizontal lines 
and helps to tie all the spaces together visually. 
It also accommodates accent lighting, with spots 
that highlight each of the four pocket doors that 
separate the front kitchen from the scullery. 
In addition, LED uplighting is integrated into 
the flyover shelf. This brightens the room and 
makes the ceiling seem higher.”

The cabinetry in the scullery appears as an 
extension of the kitchen units. But the splash-
back here is mirrored, which helps to bounce 
light back into the room. Natural light is  
provided by a window, so the owners or cater-
ers can work in the room with the doors closed. 

Entertaining is also enhanced by large  
sliding doors that open up to the outdoors.

Kitchen designer: Kim Duffin,  
Sublime Architectural Interiors (Sumner Park, Qld)
Kitchen manufacturer:  
Sublime Architectural Interiors
Cabinetry: Lacquered; with brushed aluminium laminate 
kickboards and Blackened Ash Textured laminate  
Hardware: häfele; Blum
Benchtops: Caesarstone Frosty Carina
Splashback: Custom-designed graphic behind Starfire glass 
by Commex Concepts; scullery splashback in mirror glass by 
The Glass Splashback Company
Sink: Clark Quatro
Tapware: Dorf Krysten mixer
Oven, cooktop, microwave oven, dishwasher and 
ventilation: AeG
Refrigerator: Fisher & Paykel
Lighting: hera downlights from Lincoln Sentry; Lighting 
Illusions
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For years, it seemed that whites and  
neutrals would dominate our kitchens 
and family living areas forever. Walking  
into one kitchen was a lot like walking into 
another, with just a slight tonal change to 
mark a point of difference.

Kitchen designer Mal Corboy is the 
first to point out that this was never his 
thing anyway. As a designer who loves 
colour, pattern and innovative lighting, 
Corboy prefers to look outside the square 
for his inspiration, and this kitchen in a 
seaside house is no exception.

SPLASHING oUT
Watery green glass with a subtle organic pattern 
contrasts with splashes of burnt orange, white,  
sea blue and warm oak in this dramatic kitchen
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Facing page: A central island takes pride of place 
in this new kitchen, designed by Mal Corboy. One 
end of the island steps down to form a breakfast 
table, topped in American oak. The base of the 
table features printed glass, backlit with LED 
lighting. The glass repeats a wallpaper pattern in 
an adjoining sitting room. The pendant lights have 
a folded paper look.

Above: Decorative printed glass panels also 
enliven this area of the wall, which incorporates 
American oak shelving. Bright orange accessories 
were chosen to complement the bright orange 
toekicks and backsplashes.

“The existing kitchen had been built 
in the ’90s and was an uninspiring U 
shape, with poor access,” the designer 
says. “There were inaccessible corner 
cupboards and doors falling off, and the 
whole space had been poorly laid out.”

Corboy consequently rearranged the 
entire space to create a much larger, more 
workable space that would also afford the 
owners a great view of the sea.

“Because we renovated the entire 
house at the same time, continuity was 
essential. We specified white oak floors 

throughout the living area, and for the 
steps and landing. Similarly, we picked up 
the American oak for the open shelving 
and a table top in the new kitchen.”

The most significant reference for the 
design, however, was a newly wallpapered 
sitting room off one side of the kitchen. 
Corboy introduced the same soft bamboo 
pattern to watery green glass panels, 
with the printed glass covering walls and  
supporting the base of the table at one 
end of the island. LED lights enhance the 
translucent, watery effect.
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Designer: Mal Corboy, Mal Corboy Design
Cabinet company: Mal Corboy Design
Cabinetry: high-gloss lacquer
Backsplash: DecoGlaze custom colored glass
Hardware and storage systems: hettich
Countertops: Corian Rain Cloud; Oak
Flooring: White oak plank
Paints: Resene
Lighting: Marset Pleat Box
Faucets: Grohe Minta
Waste disposal: InSinkerator evolution 200 
Water dispenser: Just Water
Oven: Gaggenau
Cooktop: Wolf
Ventilation: Qasair
Refrigeration: Sub-Zero
Dishwasher: Miele
Appliance supplier: Kouzina

Story by Colleen Hawkes
Photography by Kallan MacLeod

Facing page: A new type of Corian was chosen 
for the countertops. Corian Rain Cloud, from the 
Organics collection, has a soft, swirling pattern 
that ties in well with the other elements inspired 
by nature. Generously sized appliances were 
specified to make entertaining easy. These include 
a Sub-Zero refrigerator, Gaggenau ovens, Wolf 
cooktop and Qasair range hood.

Above: All living and dining areas flow from the 
kitchen, including the formal dining area, which 
features dramatic lighting fixtures. 

Tall cabinets are painted and lacquered 
in a soft blue-green, Resene Kumutoto, 
while the island and perimeter cabinets 
are white. To contrast these colours, the 
designer added another bright shade – 
one that is a favorite of the owner. The 
backsplash behind the cooktop, the 
perimeter edging of the cabinets and all 
the toekicks are painted in Resene Whizz 
Bang, a bright burnt orange.

“We have definite blocks of colour in 
the kitchen, but this is a big space that can 
handle it well,” says Corboy.

Countertops throughout the kitchen 
are in a new Corian product – Rain Cloud, 
which is from the Organics range. This 
reinforces the link with nature.

Because the owners love to entertain a 
lot, large-scale appliances were specified, 
including a Sub-Zero refrigerator, two 
Gaggenau ovens and a Wolf cooktop.

“As the kitchen is large, we kept the 
layout simple, so several people can be 
working at any one time and not trip over 
each other,” says Corboy. “There is plenty 
of room to move.”
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Right: Bright orange cabinetry 
provides a contrasting highlight to 
the grey concrete surfaces in this 
kitchen. The wine cooler contributes 
to the kitchen’s semi-industrial 
feel. Translucent bar stools take 
advantage of interior lighting in the 
island cabinetry.

CLEAN 
PLATTER
Colour, form and materials 
all play a central part in 
anchoring this kitchen  
to its environment

Connecting a kitchen to its surroundings is 
a balancing act. On the one hand you want the 
workspace to appear as part of the living areas; 
on the other, the kitchen is often the hub of the 
home, so deserves a little limelight of its own.

In this kitchen, created by designer and 
homeowner Melvyn Kanny, what you see is 
only half the story. Through a door to the rear 
lies the wet kitchen, used for Asian-style food 
preparation and cooking. “The dry kitchen, for 
Western-style meals, is intended to meld with 
the surrounding open-plan, double-height 
living spaces,” says Kanny.

The contemporary home has an emphasis 
on green design and is built from sustainable 
pre-formed concrete. The kitchen island is also 
in concrete, for a visual and textural connection. 
In fact, its simple shape and waterfall end echo 
the linear forms of the house.

With grey the predominant hue, there are 
several colorful counterpoints through the 
home. The internally illuminated swimming 
pool is one, and the mandarin orange cabine-
try and accompanying ruby-red bar stools and 
adjacent dining chairs provide others. 

“Lighting also plays a pivotal role,” says 
Kanny. “Internal lights on the frosted glass cabi-
nets on the island and cove ceiling lights throw 
additional illumination into the room. Together 
with the pool lighting, these give the space a  
different character at night – for example, the 
cove lights refract through the wine glasses 
hanging below.”

The kitchen also melds with the dining area, 
in the sense that it presents a servery or bar-like 
appearance, a result of the glazed cabinetry, the 
industrial-style wine cooler and the suspended 
wine glasses.

“In keeping with the green agenda, most 
materials are VOC-free, such as the cabinetry 
carcasses, or recycled, such as the black basalt 
flooring,” Kanny says.
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Left: The use of off-form concrete 
for the walls and ceiling, together 
with the countertop of the island, 
ties the design of the kitchen to the 
architecture of the house. Glazed 
cabinetry, an industrial-style wine 
cooler, and suspended wine glasses 
give the island a bar-like appearance.
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Architect, kitchen designer:  
Melvyn Kanny APAM,  
MJKanny Architect
Cabinet company: Signature Kitchen
Window and door hardware: Blum
Cabinetry: MDF, spray painted
Countertops: Off-form concrete
Flooring: Basalt stone
Wallcoverings: Skim-coat finish
Lighting: Tong Ging Lighting
Oven, refrigeration: electrolux
Wine cooler: Speers

Story by Charles Moxham
Photography by Lin Ho
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trendsideas.com

These pages: The use of off-form 
concrete for the walls and ceiling, 
together with the countertop of  
the island, ties the design of the 
kitchen to the architecture of 
the house. Glazed cabinetry, an 
industrial-style wine cooler, and 
suspended wine glasses give the 
island a bar-like appearance.
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Design inspiration can come 
from many quarters. But  
it was a favorite piece of jew-
elry that sparked the design 
of this remodelled kitchen in 
a house owned by Nancy and 
Robert Cohen. 

Elina Katsioula-Beall of 
DeWitt Designer Kitchens says 
Nancy came into her studio 
wearing an amethyst pendant 
set in silver.

“She was very excited and 

AMETHYST JEWEL 
Inspired by an amethyst pendant, this new kitchen teams 
lavender granite and lilac glass mosaics with graphite  
and black cabinets and flashes of silver
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Above left: Custom drawer storage 
maximises the new cooking corner. 

Above: Glass countertops 
illuminated with violet lighting 
ensure this kitchen sparkles like  
a jewel. 

said these were the exact colors 
she wanted for her new kitchen 
– lavender and purple, mixed 
with graphite and black. Our 
search for materials started 
right there.”

But the new kitchen was 
not just about the look. It was 
also about improving the func-
tionality for the owner, who 
loves to bake. 

The U-shaped layout was 
changed so the space could 

be maximised lengthwise. A 
corner cooking and prep area 
was introduced and a new 
island was added, with bar 
stools at one end.

But it is the materials that 
really spell the difference for 
this kitchen. Katsioula-Beall 
says the amethyst inspired the 
glass top on the curved end 
and one side of the island. 

“Violet lighting in the glass 
replicates the client’s favorite 

gemstone. We teamed this with 
Lavender Mist granite counters  
and lilac glass mosaics. Match-
ing curved soffits, mauve 
wallpaper and a custom wall 
mosaic of a cherry blossom 
echo these tones.” 

Dark graphite rift-cut oak 
cabinets, and pantry doors 
in black alder help to balance 
the more colorful elements 
– the floor is also graphite  
oak planks. 
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Interior and kitchen designer:  
elina Katsioula-Beall, DeWitt Designer 
Kitchens (Pasadena, CA)
Construction company:  
Baker Mechanical
Cabinet company: Columbia Cabinets; 
Serrao Cabinets
Cabinetry: Rift-cut white oak and alder 
in Graphite and Cottage Black
Hardware: Top Knobs 
Flooring: european oak in Dark Gray
Countertops: Glass from Think Glass; 
Lavender Mist granite from Marble 
Unlimited
Backsplash: Lava Lavender glass 
mosaics from WalkOn Tile
Lighting: halo; and Prisma pendants 
from WAC Lighting Co
Wall tiles: UltraGlas Taffeta Bright White
Feature wall: Francois & Co
Faucets: KWC eve
Ovens, hood, refrigeration, coffee 
machine and dishwasher: Miele
Cooktop: Wolf

Story by Colleen Hawkes
Photography by Suki Medencevic
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Left: The countertops also feature 
Lavender Mist granite. Most of 
the cabinets and the flooring are 
in graphite oak, while the pantry 
cabinets are black alder.





Left: Crisp cabinetry, waterfall edges 
and a simple material palette all 
contribute to this kitchen’s modern 
aesthetic. Generous storage options 
have been integrated into the design.

Above: Warm wood tones of the 
lower cabinets bring a natural feel 
to the design and help ground the 
airy, white kitchen. The combination 
of matte and high-gloss finishes, 
coupled with a mix of linear and 
vertical elements, makes for a 
dramatic visual dynamic.

MoDERN 
oUTLooK
Architectural lines engage 
the eye and play down 
practicalities in this  
open-plan space

When your kitchen is destined to be on show 
it may be difficult to avoid visual clutter that can 
mar the look of the space. One way to solve this 
is to sublimate function into an abstract compo-
sition of lines and planes.

For this project, designer Davida Rodriguez  
was asked to transform a cramped, outdated 
kitchen that lacked functionality and storage. 

There was no starting point in the existing 
kitchen, and nothing could be salvaged, so the 
entire area was gutted, says Rodriguez.

“To achieve the new open layout, we 
knocked down the walls, dissipating the box-
like look and allowing us to begin designing a 
more modern, three-dimensional space.”

Several factors contribute to the sculptural 
impact of the new kitchen. Waterfall ends on 
the island and lower cabinetry give them a 
dramatic, geometric aesthetic. A bank of clean-
lined cabinets on the adjacent wall enfolds the 
freestanding refrigerator and provides a wealth 
of additional storage hiding in plain sight. This 
includes a shallow pantry, with inconspicuous 
access around the corner in the hallway.

“The high-gloss, reflective surfaces further 
encourage visitors to read the kitchen as a series 
of pleasing forms, not as a workspace, while the 
taupe tiled backsplash brings texture.” 

To anchor the design, the lower cabinets are 
in a rich mocha, providing a warm contrast to 
the predominant white and stainless steel. The 
colors are complemented by the furniture tones 
and a gray accent wall in the dining area.

Such is the strength of the aesthetic that the 
stainless steel appliances contribute to rather 
than detract from the compositional design.

The entire space is crowned by a dropped 
floating ceiling, defining the perimeters of the 
kitchen area.

“Looking the part from all angles, this 
remodel fully met the owner’s desire for a chic 
yet practical urban kitchen,” Rodriguez says.
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Kitchen designer: Davida Rodriguez 
NKBA, Davida’s Kitchen and Tiles
Cabinetry: Base cabinets and island, 
Miralis Pretentious in Royal Mocha  
with matte finish; wall cabinets,  
Miralis Pretentious in Milkshake  
with high-gloss finish
Countertops: Quartz from Flintstone 
Marble and Granite
Dining furniture: Parsons table; Studio 
side chair in Charcoal, by Crate & Barrel
Backsplash: Bellavita glass in Grigio 
stacked pattern
Kitchen sink: eclipse, stainless steel
Faucets: La Toscana, polished chrome
Oven, cooktop, refrigeration, 
dishwasher: Bosch

Story by Charles Moxham
Photography by Robert Narod

Left: More like a work of art than 
a luminaire, a metallic light fixture 
connects with the stainless steel 
appliances but contrasts the 
kitchen’s uniform lines. A gray accent 
wall behind the painting tones with 
the under-counter cabinetry and the 
dining furniture.

Above: The fireplace surrounded in 
the dining room is faced with white 
panels divided by metal spacers – 
loosely echoing the look of the white 
cabinetry in the adjacent kitchen.
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THREE SIDES To A SToRY
Separate cooking zones ensure this home caters equally well  
to family meals, entertaining and casual outdoor barbecues

indoor-outdoor ConneCtions
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A modern addition to an older house brings 
the opportunity to plan a new kitchen without 
having to work around existing elements.

This was the scenario when architect  
Nick Murray designed this multifaceted kitchen 
– part of a major rear-of-house extension.

This aspect of the renovation had to meet 
several needs. The owners had requested an 
entertainer’s kitchen to front onto the living 
spaces, and a separate semi-professional chef’s 
kitchen away from the public eye. 

A walk-in pantry and an outdoor kitchen in 
the same area were also required, says Murray.

Above left: This entertainer’s kitchen 
by architect Nicholas Murray is 
only one aspect of the cooking 
functionality introduced as part of a 
contemporary rear addition.

Top, above and left: A working 
chef’s kitchen behind the scenes is 
all in stainless steel with matching 
appliances. There is a sightline from 
the pantry through the chef’s kitchen 
to an outdoor kitchen beyond.
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Preceding pages: Two kitchens, a 
laundry, circulation passage and 
this open-plan living space make 
up the ground floor of the rear 
addition. The island’s cantilevered 
marble benchtop provides an ideal 
breakfast spot. The heavy benchtop 
is underpinned by steel reinforcing.

Above: Additional upper cabinetry 
for the entertainer’s kitchen is on 
the exterior wall. Directly below is a 
small reading nook.

“To address these needs, I designed a utility  
hub at one end of the open-plan addition. This 
contains the two indoor kitchens, the pantry 
and a laundry. The rear spaces are open to each 
other and the chef’s kitchen includes a serving 
window to the outdoors.”

In keeping with the living and dining areas, 
the entertainer’s kitchen is contemporary yet 
understated. The island is finished in the same 
timber planks as the floor – a durable surface 
that helps the kitchen blend in with the wider 
area. Steel reinforcing supports the cantilevered 
stone benchtop, which is ideal for serving.

The front-of-house kitchen faces the living 
spaces. Reflective glass backpainted in black 
forms the splashback, while the rear benchtop, 
used for food preparation, is in the same stone 
as the island. To ensure easy access to the white 
upper wall cabinets, all the door panels lift out 
and up at a touch of electric latches. Above the 
long cabinets are three display niches, com-
plete with spot lighting, to show off the owners’ 
objets d’art. 

To the left, there is a view directly into the 
semi-industrial chef’s kitchen, although this 
area can be screened off with a pocket slider.
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Top: A deck at the rear leads to a 
series of steps that climb down the 
sloping site. 

Above: The outdoor kitchen is a 
composition of bluestone forms – 
similar bluestone features on other 
areas of the exterior. Windows 
beside the back door allow food to 
be served straight from the chef’s 
kitchen out to the barbecue area.

“This no-nonsense working kitchen is built 
entirely in stainless steel, right down to the  
cabinet carcasses and open shelving. Appliances 
are all in the same metal finish,” Murray says. 

The large walk-in pantry is around the 
corner. This also has open shelving so every-
thing can be accessed quickly and easily. The 
pantry benchtops are in the same black stone as 
those in the entertainer’s kitchen, and cabinet 
fronts are similar. While the pantry is open to 
the chef’s kitchen, it can be screened off from 
the laundry at the rear of the hub by another 
pocket door.

The other side of the working kitchen has 
a serving window that opens onto the outdoor 
kitchen just beyond.

Window sills on the original part of the 
home are in local bluestone, which was also 
used to clad the open-air kitchen. The layered 
bluestone forms, introduced by Murray in vary-
ing sizes for variety, are also a subtle nod to the 
home’s classic brick facade. 

Search 45443 at  
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These pages: Limestone tiles and 
walnut finishes give this kitchen, by 
Gustave Carlson, a natural ambiance 
appropriate to its tree-lined canyon 
setting. Even the mahogany 
windows and doors have been given 
a rich walnut stain. The floors are in 
white oak to lighten the space and 
give the furniture-like cabinetry a 
floating look. Custom door panels 
of painted canvas bring colour and 
texture to the kitchen.

Introducing a kitchen into 
a double-height space often 
requires an overview – literally.

This kitchen is by designer 
Gustave Carlson. He says easy 
connections to surrounding 
interiors and the outdoor area, 
along with a lightness of spirit, 
were central to the design.

“A walk-in pantry avoided 
the need for upper cabinets 
on the perimeter, allowing an 
expanse of windows to take in 

BREAKFAST AND BIRDSoNG
Natural finishes and numerous windows connect this kitchen  

to the outdoors – interior links are equally well considered

the hillside garden opposite.
“I specified walnut for the 

cabinetry and island counter-
top to respond to the green 
outlook and to give the kitchen 
a furniture-like appeal. This 
look is a key feature of the 
design, as the kitchen is on 
show to adjacent rooms and an 
open loft space directly above. 
The ceiling under the loft and 
the baseboards are also in 
walnut.”

In terms of layout, the prep 
and cleanup sinks were ori-
ented to the views, which in 
turn led to the placement of the 
tight, efficient work triangles.

“An Indian cupboard is a 
playful touch, and is framed in 
walnut to draw it into the 
design. Similarly, on the oppo-
site wall, a nook for the coffee 
maker and the pantry entrance 
are fronted by two canvas-
wrapped sliding panels. These 
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Above: Concrete perimeter 
countertops balance the warm 
wood surfaces and provide durable 
work surfaces. Clerestory windows 
maximise light penetration and the 
connection to the hillside garden. 

Facing page: The living room, 
known as the canyon room for its 
vertiginous outlooks, is open to the 
kitchen area. The low loft ceiling 
gives way to a soaring 16 ft volume 
directly over the kitchen. 

Architect: Gustave Carlson,  
Gustave Carlson Design (Berkeley, CA )
Interior designer: Carolyn Lawrence, 
Gustave Carlson Design
Kitchen designers: Gustave Carlson, 
Carolyn Lawrence
Cabinet company: Smallbone of Devizes
Cabinetry: Walnut, matte finish; silver
Hardware: Smallbone of Devizes
Countertops and backsplash: Bateig 
Blue limestone, by J & A Stone & Tile
Kitchen sink: Concrete, Cheng Design
Faucets: Rohl
Cooktop: La Cornue

Hood: Custom by Gustave Carlson
Microwave, refrigeration: Gaggenau
Dishwasher: Bosch
Flooring: Wide-plank oak
Walls: Bateig Blue limestone tile
Doors, windows, skylight: Mahogany 
with walnut stain by Loewen
Kitchen furniture: Stools by Christian 
Liaigre; custom oak table designed by 
Gustave Carlson and Carolyn Lawrence
Lighting: holly hunt, Michael Mcewen

Story by Charles Moxham
Photography by Tim Maloney

are painted blue and silver and 
are also framed in walnut.”

Lighting in a double-height  
space can prove problem-
atic. Here, Carlson designed 
a light trough that runs above  
the island. This holds pendants 
for ambient lighting and task 
lights for when the owners 
are cooking.
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STEP IN STYLE
The new NITCo Magnified range of large format GVT & PGVT tiles 
promises to open up any space of your home

Breccia oniciata
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Catering to the need to open up spaces
in homes and offices, NITCO has  
introduced a new range called NITCO 
Magnified. This collection of large size 
GVT & PGVT tiles has the ability to over-
come claustrophobia by accentuating the  
spacious feel of a home, thereby creating a 
voluminous appeal. 

Inspired by natural materials, the range 
comes in three variants - Stellar Stone, 
Marble Mammoth and Wondrous Wood. 
Available in 600x1200 mm size, the mar-
ble-inspired series uses a six-colour prism 

printing HD digital technology to re-imag-
ine the exact impressions of marble.

NITCO’s Marble Mammoth collection 
takes inspiration from the majestic beauty 
of marble and sets a brand new benchmark 
in interior design. 

The selection of classic designs is 
defined by a fusion of textures and patterns 
while the high gloss feature lets one have 
sparkling marble-like surfaces.

Designed as per NITCO’s quality 
standards, the range offers high breaking 
strength, highest gloss with less bend and 

warpage features. Its high durability and 
dirt resistance properties promise to out 
perform any other surface decoration solu-
tion currently on the market.

For an exclusive look of the NITCO 
Magnified collection, visit the brand’s 
showrooms, NITCO Le Studios. Spread 
across the country, these showrooms let 
one visualise space by creating an ‘at home’ 
retail experience. 

To locate the nearest store, call 1800 209 
9898 or visit www.nitco.in or www.face- 
book.com/NitcoOfficial

Daino imperiale perlatino

onyx vetostatuario



How to EntEr: 
complete the questionnaire and mail it to:
Home & Design trenDs - editorial Dept., Worldwide media, the 
times of india Building, 4th Floor, Dr Dn road, mumbai – 400001. 
the prize draw closes at midnight on December 10, 2014. terms 
and conditions apply. 

About tHE mAgAzinE: 
(tick applicaBle Box)

Q1. Are you a subscriber of Home & Design TRENDS magazine?

	   yes, i subscribe to the paperback version

	   yes, i subscribe to the digital version

	   no, i don’t subscribe the magazine

Q2.  If you are a subscriber, who influenced you to subscribe to 
Home & Design TRENDS?

	   no one, i decided on my own

   Friends / relatives

   college / institute

   newspaper vendor

   ads in the newspaper / magazines

   posts on Facebook

   tweets on twitter

   subscription offers

   other mediums (please specify) _____________________________

Q3.  If you are not a subscriber, please state the reasons behind 
the decision? 

	   i don’t want every issue

   i enjoy shopping for magazines at stores like crosswords,  
 landmark, etc 

   i love to first read a preview about the issue, and then buy it

   subscribing is too complicated, it’s easier to buy issues  
 from a store

	   other (please specify) _____________________________________

Q4.  If not a subscriber, how do you usually get your copy of 
Home & Design TRENDS magazine?

   i buy it at a store like landmark/ crossword

   i buy it at a news stand/ bookstall

   i read someone else’s copy

	   others (please specify) ___________________________________

Q5.  What makes you read Home & Design TRENDS magazine?

	   i like the content of the magazine

	   i do not find this content in any other magazine

	   i like the subscription offer/ gift

	   i think the topics are relevant to me

	   it keeps me updated on the work going on in the indian   
 design community

	   it is a good reference

	   reading the digital version is very convenient

	   the Home & Design trenDs covers are very attractive

	   updates on the Home & Design trenDs Facebook page

	   tweets on twitter

	   others (please specify) _____________________________________

Q6.  In a month, how much time do you spend reading Home & 
Design TRENDS?

   up to 30 minutes

   31-60 minutes

   61-90 minutes

   more than 90 minutes

Q7.  Which of the following magazines do you read regularly apart 
from Home & Design TRENDS?

   elle Décor

   architectural Digest

   society interiors

   inside outside

   Domus

   GoodHomes india magazine

	   others (please specify) _____________________________________

8.  Your interest in architecture/design/decor is:

   as a professional in the field

   purely as a hobby

   as a teacher/lecturer

   as a student

	   other work related interest

	   others (please specify) _____________________________________

✁

To FILL oNLINE, LoG oN To  
www.surveymonkey.com/s/trends_surveY2014
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About HomE & DESign trEnDS:
(please tick one Box per roW.)

Q9.  How interesting do you find the different sections in Home & 
Design TRENDS?

   very  Quite  not  Don’t
   interesting interesting  interesting read it

 Design in context 	 	 	 

  portfolio  	 	 	 

  interviews 	 	 	 

  architecture on the road 	 	 	 

  my view 	 	 	 

  Guest column          	 	 	 

  iconic design 	 	 	 

  properties on the block 	 	 	 

  the Gallery 	 	 	 

  showcase 	 	 	 

Q10. How would you rate the variation of the featured projects?
   very  Quite  not  Don’t
   interesting interesting  interesting read it

residential projects  	 	 	 
(homes, apartments, show flats)

commercial projects  	 	 	 
(offices, hotels, restaurants, buildings)

Q11. Which of the following topics you would like to read MORE 
about? (Tick the ones that you prefer)

   very  Quite  not  Don’t
   interesting interesting  interesting read it

  interiors  	 	 	 

  interviews 	 	 	 

  new products 	 	 	 

  columns 	 	 	 

  new properties 	 	 	 

	 newsmakers and upcoming 	 	 	  
architects/designers

 architecture and design news 	 	 	 

  new residential spaces 	 	 	 

  more of global design 	 	 	 

  commercial spaces  	 	 	  
(offices, hotels, restaurants, buildings, etc)

Q12. Please indicate your extent of agreement with each 
statement mentioned below:

Projects featured in TRENDS are relevant
 totally agree  somewhat agree  neither agree or disagree
 somewhat disagree   totally disagree 

TRENDS keeps me informed on design and architecture happenings
 totally agree  somewhat agree  neither agree or disagree
 somewhat disagree   totally disagree

Products published in TRENDS are helpful
 totally agree  somewhat agree  neither agree or disagree
 somewhat disagree   totally disagree

The language used in the magazine is simple and easy to follow
 totally agree  somewhat agree  neither agree or disagree
 somewhat disagree   totally disagree

The magazine is a trend setter for my house
 totally agree  somewhat agree  neither agree or disagree
 somewhat disagree   totally disagree

The variation of content is better than any other related magazine
 totally agree  somewhat agree  neither agree or disagree
 somewhat disagree   totally disagree

It helps me to be well informed on décor and architecture trends
 totally agree  somewhat agree  neither agree or disagree
 somewhat disagree   totally disagree

The magazine tells me about industry related popular personalities 
along with the upcoming ones
 totally agree  somewhat agree  neither agree or disagree
 somewhat disagree   totally disagree

TRENDS highlight brands from across the globe
 totally agree  somewhat agree  neither agree or disagree
 somewhat disagree   totally disagree

I refer to TRENDS when I to do up my residence, office, shop or any 
other space
 totally agree  somewhat agree  neither agree or disagree
 somewhat disagree   totally disagree

The advertisements in the magazine help me for my house
 totally agree  somewhat agree  neither agree or disagree
 somewhat disagree   totally disagree

FILL IN THE SURVEY To 
WIN ExCITING PRIZES.  
A Hidesign LAPtoP bAg 
FoR 20 ENTRIES
BY LUCKY DRAW

✁
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Q13. How do you rate TRENDS on the following parameters:

   excellent Good average needs   
     improvement

	 Quality of content 	 	 	 

	 relevancy of content 	 	 	 

	 Quality of printing 	 	 	 

	 Quality of advertising 	 	 	 

	 Quality of layout 	 	 	 

	 awareness 	 	 	 

 	availabilty 	 	 	 

 	subscriptions 	 	 	 

Q15. What do you consider to be the biggest improvement that 
could be made to Home & Design TRENDS and why?

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Q16. Were you aware of TRENDS Excellence Awards?

  yes       no         if yes, how_____________________________ 

Q17.  From which of the following portals have you ever purchased 
a digital edition of Home & Design TRENDS?

  magzter       Zinio        readwhere       some other portal

  Have never purchased a digital edition

Q18.  How often do you read online edition of Home & Design 
TRENDS?

  every issue       most issues          occasionally   never

ABOUT YOU:

Q19. Full name:__________________________________________________

Q20. Email address ______________________________________________

Q21. Gender:   male          Female

Q22. Postal details:

your postal address:____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

city/town: ______________________________________________________________

state/province: _________________________________________________________

Zip/postal code: ________________________________________________________

country: ________________________________________________________________

Q23. Your age:

 Below 25      26-30      31-35     36-40      41-45       46 and above

Q24. Monthly household income:

 upto rs. 75000  rs. 75001 to rs. 100000    

 rs. 100001 to rs. 125000  rs. 125001 to rs. 150000

 rs. 150001 to rs. 175000  rs. 175001 to rs. 200000

 rs. 200001 and above

Q25. If you are a design professional, are you:

an interior designer an architect a product designer

 others (please specify) ___________________________________________

Q26. Highest educational degree:

 secondary/Higher secondary  Graduate

 post Graduate  Doctorate

 Diploma - computer / engineering / Designing / others

 others (please specify) ___________________________________________

Q27. What is your working status:

 student  Housewife

 Working full time  Working part time / Freelancer

 entrepreneur / Businesswoman / start-up

 other (please specify) ______________________________________________

Worldwide Media Pvt Ltd, publisher of Home & 
Design trenDs, may contact you with details of  
its products and services offered by Worldwide me-
dia (including Home & Design trenDs) or to under-
take research.

	 please tick here if you would prefer not to re-
ceive such information by post, phone or email. 

	 please tick here if you prefer to receive such in-
formation by email.(We may occasionally pass 
your details on to carefully selected companies 
whose products and services we feel may be of 
interest to you.)

	 please tick this box if you prefer not to receive 
such information by post, phone or email. 

Prize draw terms and conditions: 
1. this contest is open only to indian residents and 

aged 18+.the person accompanying the winner 
would also be an indian resident and also aged 
18+. By entering, you agree to these rules. 

2. employees of WWm, its partners related to  
this promotion, and their relatives and business 
associates are not eligible for taking part in this 
lucky draw. 

3.  entries received after midnight on February 10, 
2015 will not be considered and entries won’t  
be returned. 

4.  you must provide your full name, address  
and daytime phone number. We will use your 
personal details to administer this promotion, 
and will not publish them or provide them to any-
one without your permission. 

5.  only one entry permitted per person. entries 
made in bulk or by third parties are prohibited. 

6.  assured gifts for the 20 winners by lucky draw.
7. there is no cash alternative and the prize  

is not transferable. our decision as to the winner 
is final. 

8. We reserve the right to amend, alter or withdraw 
the promotion at our discretion.

✁
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oN A DIFFERENT PATH
This show apartment breaks away from its standard 
format by merging as well as opening up areas, 
thereby showcasing flexible use of space 

Show homes typically boast of stylish, 
chic accessories along with fancy furniture 
and dramatic lighting. However, here is a 
show apartment in Mumbai that breaks 
away from its usual norms and shows a 
customer the design flexibility it has on 
the offer. 

Titled as The White City, this home is 
designed by Krishnan Venkateshwaran 
and Parvez Charania of KRISHNAN + 
PARVEZ + architects and is spread over 
3500 sq ft. When the clients, Rajesh LifeS-
paces approached the architects, they 

Home & Design Trends Vol 2 No 8  2015



Preceding pages and these pages: Breaking away 
from a traditional show home, architects Krishan 
Venkateshwaran and Parvez Charania design 
this 3500 sq ft show home in a minimalistic 
contemporary tone. To combat the rectangular 
shape of the living room, the duo broke down the 
space and created a special TV room by using a 
glass wall. The internal walls were also broken to 
merge areas and bring in volume. 

ject, the apartment was segregated in 
various areas. Hence, the very first thing 
that they did was break down internal 
walls and open up the spaces. 

Parvez says, “We broke down the 
walls in the living room, kitchen and 
dining and made them all into a singular 
space. This served us two purposes. One, 
it opened up the whole area and made it 
look voluminous and second, it gave us 
more room to experiment with seating 
and light arrangements.”

The rectangular shape of the living 

91more projects at trendsideas.comHome & Design Trends Vol 2 No 8  2015

were keen to have a space that would be 
contemporary, modern and would exhibit 
the design flexibility of the homes. 

“The clients wanted the interiors to be 
high-end and attractive but at the same 
time they did not want us to use bling or 
extra accessories. They wanted the space 
to speak for itself,” adds Krishnan. “Thus, 
we have used only certain accessories at 
strategic points to bring in character and 
have worked more towards showcasing 
the usage of space.”

When the architects took on the pro-
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These pages: The kitchen is an open space that 
overlooks into the dining area. As the duo did not 
want to crowd the space with embellishments or 
accessories, they have used a motif wallpaper to 
draw attention and break the colour monotony. 
The architects deliberately designed it in white to 
bring in the contemporary tone. Indirect lighting 
has been used in this area and one of the key 
illumination points is the kitchen island that has 
been lit from underneath. 

room did not allow for an interactive seat-
ing space. To overcome this challenge, 
the architects created a glass wall in the 
centre. One side of it is now the formal 
living room, while the other side is the 
TV room, which can also be turned into a 
sleeping area if need be. 

On the other side of the living room 
are the open kitchen and the dining. The 
kitchen is subtly divided from the living 
via a partial glass wall. 

“For the kitchen, we decided to stick 
to an all-white scheme. What is interest-
ing here is the adjoining area next to it. 
All kitchens usually have an open dry 
area attached to it and this one also had it. 
However, we created an element here by 
creating a partial wall that divides it from 
the cooking area,” says Krishnan. 

The lighting in the public areas is a 
combination of ambient and accent. The 
architects have also used track and focus 
lighting to highlight certain areas or acces-
sories. For example, a dramatic effect has 
been bought in by lighting up the kitchen 
island from underneath. 

“We did not want to make the place 
too bright as during the day, the spaces 
receive ample sunlight as well. The trick 
was to balance all forms to create a natural 
effect,” adds Krishnan. 

The apartment has four bedrooms and 
the architects have given each of them a 
distinct look. Though the bedrooms are 
tight spaces, elements have been intro-
duced to make them appear voluminous. 
In one of the bedrooms, they have added 
a partial screen that divides the bedroom 
from the passage and also creates a small 
study space. 

Parvez adds, “The bathrooms were 
also changed to make them appear bigger. 
The developers had installed bathtubs in 
all the bathrooms but in a city like Mumbai, 
which has very small bathrooms, bathtubs 
take a lot of space. So we removed them 
and created separate shower areas, which 
bought in some breathing space.”



Search 46336 at trendsideas.com

Top: The muted colour scheme of the master 
bedroom brings in grandeur that also lends a 
voluminous appeal to the space. 

Above: The screen in the one of the bedrooms 
demarcates the space from the passage and also 
creates a study area. 

Right: The bathrooms were also opened up to 
create shower cubicles and bring in volume. 

94 more projects at trendsideas.com Home & Design Trends Vol 2 No 8  2015

Owner: Rajesh LifeSpaces
Architect & designer: Krishnan V, Parvez Charania; 
Krishnan + Parvez + architects
Flooring: Mahavil Industries, Xylos Arteriors
Lighting: hybec
Basin: Kohler
Tiles: Nitco
Toilet: Kohler
Bed linen: Maspar
Mirrors: Magnolia
Outdoor lighting: hybec

Story by Kamna Malik
Photography by Noshir Gobhai
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knoW Your ArCHiteCt: 

KRISHNAN + PARVEZ + architects (KPa) is a 
Mumbai-based firm that offers comprehensive design 
services for architecture as well as interiors. Krishnan 

Venkateshwaran and Parvez Charania graduated from 
L. S. Raheja School of Architecture in Mumbai and 

worked with several architectural firms before starting 
out on their own. Since its inception in 2002, KPa is 

acting towards creating quality architecture and urban 
interior spaces. Having worked on multiple projects, 

the firm has evolved a design principle that lays stress 
on the fusion between aesthetics and functionality. 

They follow a holistic approach to design that merges 
the exteriors with the interiors and also integrates 

nature with the built form and its tectonics. Sumit Arora

Why did you become an architect?
krishnan venkateshwaran (kv): I didn’t 
give myself a choice in life. Being an architect 
was the only thing I ever wanted to be. 
Parvez Charania (PC): Becoming an 
architect has been a genetic progression 
from my father. Nevertheless, everything else 
is banal except architecture.

Which works of yours are you most 
proud of?
kv: For me, it would be a residential bungalow 
that we have done in Mumbai.
PC: There are a couple of projects in contest, 
but one called Mehr, a house at Kalote in 
Khalapur has been the most satisfying one 
till date.

if gone back in time, what work of yours 
would you like to re- create?
kv: My thesis design. 
PC: My design assignments during academics.

interior design style that you are  
partial to.
kv: Minimalist and maintenance free.

For you, which is the best city in terms of 
architecture and why?
kv: Barcelona – for its sheer architectural 

scale, variety and uniqueness.
PC: Budapest, Hungary for its vibrancy and 
variety. It’s a city that elicits responses and 
communicates meaning to life.

An architectural or design trend, which 
you would like to end?
PC: None. Variation is an important 
constituent of change. Change is inevitable.

one iconic architect designer that inspire 
you the most, and why?
kv: Renzo Piano for his versatility and vision.
PC: Geoffrey Bawa. His work has been the 
most enduring, timeless, contemporary, and 
minimalistic. It embodies the manifestation  
of architecture.

name a structure that you think 
challenges the boundaries of architecture 
and design.
kv: Sagrada Familia by Antoni Gaudi.
PC: Kandalama Hotel, Sri Lanka by  
Geoffrey Bawa.

What according to you is good design?
kv: Something that satisfies the user and 
makes the onlooker smile.
PC: The purpose of what it’s being  
conceived for.
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Left: All the furniture in this 3500 sq 
ft apartment was designed on site, 
leading to furnishings that positively 
impact the space. 

Top and above: The designer has 
used a carefully curated selection 
of art to for the walls. The dining, 
living and entertainment room are all 
interconnected spaces.

ExPLoRING 
THE CURVE
Architect and interior 
designer Zarir Mullan creates 
a home that reinterprets a 
typical Mumbai apartment

While designing this approximately 3500 sq 
ft residence in Mumbai for Aruna & Sanjeev 
Taparia, one of the biggest challenges faced  
by SEZA architect-designer Zarir Mullan  
and his associate Namrata Asudani was  
breaking the traditional mould of apartment 
plans in Mumbai. 

Mullan says, “In Mumbai we do have 
restrictive spaces and smaller room sizes but we 
wanted to ensure that the design of this apart-
ment breaks away from the look and feel of 
usual apartments.”

Situated in an older building meant that 
the four-bedroom apartment had a traditional 
layout, with its spaces being arranged around 
the building’s chowk. This layout led to a long, 
roughly C-shaped passage linking the various 
areas of the house. 

Mullan adds, “You enter at one end of the 
chowk, and the rest of the house wraps around 
that. Our biggest challenge was how do we 
shatter the feeling of being in that passage?” 

The design involved opening spaces up, 
especially the areas where guests would be 
entertained. Walls were broken down, the 
prayer room was opened up to flow into the pas-
sage and corners were disguised with artworks 
and visual embellishments. By simply dissolv-
ing boundaries and introducing openness into 
the existing layout, the design team was able to 
create a standout residence that elevates itself 
above the other apartments in the building.

Upon entering the apartment, a visitor can 
proceed past the prayer room and kitchen down 
a corridor that leads to the family and public 
spaces of the house. A living room, dining and 
entertainment room comprise this area and all 
are visually connected with no barriers between 
them. The dining has been designed in the 
centre with the formal living room at one side 
and the entertainment room on the other. 

The corridor proceeds past these spaces 

97more projects at trendsideas.com
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Above: A Paresh Maity painting 
dominates the entertainment room, 
and the shade of the wood veneers 
offsets the colours of the artwork.

Right: A view of the entertainment 
room from the dining shows a balance 
between lighter and darker tones.

Facing page: This chair sits in an 
alcove specially designed to house it. 
The creation of the alcove allowed the 
designer to eliminate an unnecessary 
corner and open up the older passage.

Home & Design Trends Vol 2 No 8  2015

and doubles back in on itself, but this is well-
disguised by the placement of the gym area and 
elimination of corners. The house’s bedrooms 
lie along its length, with the guest room being 
situated at its farthest end.

While breaking up the passage was a pri-
ority, the owner’s long list of requirements 
introduced a new set of factors determining the 
space planning and orientation of the house. 
Apart from the four bedrooms, dining room 
and living room, the owners wanted the house 
to have a servant’s room, storage areas, util-
ity areas and a gym corner. Speaking on how 





compared to the vibrant reds of one of the 
daughter’s bedrooms.

The colours of the walls and floor of the 
apartment have been kept neutral, so that a 
change of soft furnishings a few years down  
the line will rejuvenate the interior’s colour 
scheme anew. 

White Lasa marble from Italy has been used 
for the floors and the walls sport vinyl wall 
coverings. “As designers, these wall coverings  
give you so many more options than paints,”  
said Asudani.

All the furniture in this house was designed 

Above: The use of distinct colour 
accents and the treatment of 
materials is what has given each 
bedroom an independent character. 
The wood veneer in cross hatched 
pattern brings in the right contrast. 

100 more projects at trendsideas.com Home & Design Trends Vol 2 No 8  2015

important it was to fulfil these demands, Mullan 
says, “You cannot ignore a owner’s inputs or 
requirements as we are designing homes, which 
are highly personalised spaces.”

The client had a predisposition towards 
brighter colours and the colour palette of the 
apartment reflects that. “We’ve used bright col-
ours, but tried to ensure they blend together,” 
says Asudani. In fact, each room has a unique 
colour accent that distinguishes it from other 
spaces in the house. For instance, the master 
bedroom has a darker accent, realised through 
wooden veneers and purple upholstery, when 
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on-site. This was done so that each furniture 
piece could positively interact with space 
around it. “We recommend it in Mumbai to opti-
mise space as built-in furniture tends to blend 
best and we can create interesting composi-
tions,” says Mullan. 

This view towards creating positive spaces 
went a long way in determining the final 
appearance of this interiors project, along with 
the effort put into disguising the existing layout. 
Working closely with the client ensured a home 
where the designer and client were in harmony 
over every aspect. 

Above: Each room of the house has 
an attached bathroom. Through 
clever rearrangement of the layout, 
the bathrooms were ergonomically 
designed to maximise the space of 
the rooms they were attached to.

Story by Dushyant Shekhawat
Photography by Vinesh Gandhi
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Owners: Aruna & Sanjeev Taparia
Architect & designer: Zarir Mullan; SeZA
Senior associate designer: Namrata Asudani
Support team: Tomnet Fernandes, Nazma Dhunna
Associations: Indian Institute of Architects (IIA), Indian 
Institute of Interior Designers (IIID)
Benchtops: Classic Marble
Splashback: Classic Marble
Oven: Siemens
Stove/hob: Siemens
Microwave: Siemens



Above: A sketch by architect Hiren Patel depicting 
the landscaping of the house.

Facing page above and below: The 6,000 sq ft 
bungalow lies at the back of the triangular plot, 
with an idyllic sun garden facing the road.The 
house is surrounded by gardens to the north 
and south and the colourful formal living room 
projects out into the southern lawn to create the 
impression of living amongst greenery.

This single-storey, 6000 sq ft Ahmedabad 
bungalow designed by Hiren Patel is 
nestled within lush green gardens on an 
immense 27,000 sq ft plot. 

The size of the plot permitted Patel 
to create a bungalow that evoked one-
ness with nature through its meticulously 
landscaped greenery. This was made pos-
sible by working within the framework of 
Ahmedabad’s zoning regulations. 

Having the site situated in an R-3 Zone 
meant that only about 30% of the plot was 
available to Patel to build on, and that 

UNExPECTED SURPRISE
Hiren Patel turns Ahmedabad’s FSI limitations to his advantage by  

pairing a beautiful garden with this sprawling bungalow 

the Floor Space Index could not exceed 
0.8. The end result is an airy, sprawling  
bungalow that engages in interplay with 
the expansive gardens. This four-bed-
room bungalow is intended to serve as a  
first home. 

“The owner was a former civil engineer 
and was keen on seeing good workman-
ship but with costs balanced,” said Patel. 
He continues, “The design had to reflect 
clarity of form.” 

The house’s off-white exterior has a 
plaster wall on the northern side, while 
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travertine stone is used as cladding for the 
southern facade. 

The bungalow sits on a triangular plot 
and is situated towards the back to exploit 
the greater width available. This place-
ment also allowed Patel enough depth 
to create a sun garden as well as a tennis 
court. This blend of architecture and land-
scaping defines the outdoor areas of the 
house, accentuated by the judicious selec-
tion of plants for the gardens.

The house’s entry point is accessed 
from the north. This volume of the house 
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is double-heighted and the inclined roof 
tapers downwards as you proceed deeper 
into the structure. 

The entry foyer connects the family 
room and the dining room, and two of the 
house’s four bedrooms are located on the 
ground level as well. The southern face of 
the house opens onto a large garden with 
a landscaped grove of palm trees. 

Projecting out from the main structure 
is the formal living room. This space is 
dramatically positioned, extending south-
wards onto the green sward of the garden 

Facing page and top: The formal living room is the 
defining area of this bungalow, breaking off  
from the main volume and projecting into the 
southern garden. Angular lines define the wooden 
framed glass windows, which offer breathtaking 
views of the garden. This space was always 
intended to have the best views in the house. 
Lively art pieces decorate what would have 
otherwise been a bare wall and furnishings add 
colour to the formal living room.

Above left: A sketch by the architect showcasing 
the different views from the living room.



This page: The furnishings of the house were all 
designed and assembled on-site. Locally available 
polished teakwood was used, and fabrics were 
favoured over leather for the upholstery to retain 
a sense of warmth. The bedrooms on both the 
ground and first storey face east while the dining 
room looks northwards.

Facing page: The shaded veranda provides an ideal 
sit-out area for the family, as it faces the southern 
garden and provides shelter from the afternoon’s 
setting sun.

Search 46338 at trendsideas.com
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like a gazebo. The southern and eastern 
walls of this room have been replaced 
with sliding glazed glass windows in 
wooden frames. This allows the rising sun 
to illuminate the room and cast light on 
the vibrant art wall on the western side. 
The bright colours of the art balance the 
neutral shade of the walls. 

The formal living room overlooks 
a garden that seemingly wraps itself  
around the space. Explaining the thought 
behind the landscaping, Patel said, “We 
designed the garden to be viewed from 

Owner: harshad Patel
Architect & designer: hiren Patel; hiren Patel Architects
Associations: Indian Institute of Interior Designers 
(IIID), Indian Institute of Architects (IIA), U.S. Green 
Building Council (USGBC), Indian Green Building 
Council (IGBC)
Kitchen manufacturer: Tiara Furniture
Tiling: Graffiti Designer Tiles
Paints: Asian Paints
Bed Linen: Fabindia, Anokhi
Mirrors: Saint-Gobain
Landscaping: hiren Patel Architects
Outdoor lighting: ABBA Lighting

Story by Dushyant Shekhawat
Photography by Sebastian Zachariah 

inside the house, it had to look pictur-
esque from within.”

For the interiors, permanent fixtures 
were kept to neutral shades to permit an 
option to overhaul soft furnishings in the 
future. The flooring is an ivory shade of 
marble and the furniture was made on-site 
with locally available teakwood. 

“When it comes to interiors, wood 
always lends warmth, especially when 
dealing with large volumes and glass. 
Therefore, we chose to use polished wood 
liberally through the project,” said Patel.





oNE’S oWN WoRLD
There is an emphasis on the demarcation of spaces,  
yet this Gurgaon home comes together as one  
cohesive modern space  

Every residence exhibits a 
particular design style or form 
that lends it a definitive appeal.  

For Yamini Agarwal of H5 
Interior Design, it was not as 
easy as deciding on one theme. 

“When I took on this  
project, I knew that there 
was not one single style that 
I would have to adhere to. 
It would have to be a mix  
and match of elements and 
forms to bring in the right 
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These pages: The family room-cum-
lounge in this Gurgaon residence is 
a warm space designed by Yamini 
Agarwal of H5 Interior Design. 
A collage of family photographs 
creates a visual element, which is 
complemented by the artworks. 

ambience,” says Agarwal. 
Located in Gurgaon, 

this residence is spread over 
10,000 sq ft. According to the 
designer, the owners wanted 
the public and private areas  
to have their separate identi-
ties yet the whole space needed 
to reflect a consistent design  
language and style. 

Their other requirements 
included lots of open spaces, 
ample natural light, under-
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Facing page: This dining is a personal 
space that is adjacent to the family 
room-cum-lounge area. In order to 
make it more personla, the designer 
has created a round seating.

Above: The staircase is a spacious 
area that receives ample natural light 
due to the skylight at the top. 

stated colour scheme and 
minimal but key accessories. 
The house is spread over two 
floors, along with a basement. 

Agarwal adds, “The space 
planning for this residence 
was an important factor 
while I was doing the interi-
ors”. The ground floor, where 
the owners spend maximum 
time has a family room-cum-
lounge, a dining, kitchen, 
study and one bedroom.  

The rest of the three bedrooms 
are on the first floor. The  
highlight is the basement, 
which is designed as an enter-
tainment area. The family 
room-cum-lounge area on the 
ground floor is a warm space 
with wooden flooring with 
many family photographs 
used as a design element.

“To add more character 
and to break the monotony 
of the imposing brown of the 

floor, I have used artworks in 
form of sculptures and paint-
ings,” says Agarwal.

The basement, which is 
primarily an entertainment 
area, is in a stark contrast to 
the family areas. The designer 
has used a silver colour tone 
in this linear space. The 
colour has also been used 
for the furniture, wallpaper  
and accessories. 

A formal dining has been 
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Above and right: The formal living 
room, in the basement, follows a 
silver colour tone that is accentuated 
by the lights and the accessories. 
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designed in the same space. 
The basement also has a home 
theatre and a separate kitchen.   

Agarwal adds, “In this 
space, I have added another 
dimension in form of the 
ceiling pattern to break the 
linearity. Circular cutouts 
have been created with ambi-
ent lighting within that add 
a dramatic effect.” For the all 
the bedrooms, a neutral colour 
palatte has been  used and 

Above: The dining is customised  
by Agarwal. The leather used for 
the sofas has been replicated on the 
dining chairs as well. 

113more projects at trendsideas.com

special dressing areas have 
also been created. The bath-
rooms follow the similar tone 
of the bedrooms.

Agarwal says, ”I did not 
want to crowd the bedrooms so 
have not used too many acces-
sories but have used furniture 
pieces in bright colours or dif-
ferent textures to break the 
montony or bring in a visual 
element. This also helped in 
creating the right balance. 



Above: The designer has used  
darker colour tones for this bedroom.  
To bring in contrast, a contemporary 
white chair has been also  
been provided. 

Right: The son’s bedroom is in 
vibrant blue with a low bed and 
recliner chairs. Wood has been used 
on the walls as well the flooring to 
add a touch of warmth. 
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Search 46339 at  
trendsideas.com

Above: The bathroom is a spacious 
area and keeping the functionality 
aspect in mind Agarwal created  
dual basins and also provided for 
ample storage.

Story by Kamna Malik
Photography by Ravi Kanade
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Owner: Manju Agarwal
Interior designer: Yamini Agarwal; h5 
Interior Design
Builder: Umesh Mehta; Star 
Constructions
Cladding: Duro
Roof: Duro
Wallcoverings: Duro
Paints: Dulux
Heating: Daikin, Trane
Furniture: Jindal Art Gallery Private 
Limited
Windows: Floor & Furnishings Pvt. Ltd.
Benchtops: Kalinga Stone

Bath: Grohe
Taps: Grohe
Shower: Grohe
Shower stall: Akash Glass
Hot water systems: Racold
Bed linen: Bombay Dyeing, Portico, 
Maspar
Flooring: Tesa Action
Landscaping: h5 Interior Design
Courtyard: Royal Nursery
Outdoor furniture: Jindal Art Gallery 
Private Limited
Accessories: Jindal Art Gallery Private 
Limited
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As the transit point for 8 million-plus people 

every year, the new international terminal at los 

angeles airport had to offer a strong impact – both 

aesthetically and in terms of a new revenue stream. 

statistics alone evoke the significance and scale 

of the new tom Bradley international terminal. 

Designed by curtis Fentress of Fentress architects, 

the building is the largest public works project in 

the history of los angeles. 

it has 111,484 m2  of usable floorspace – double 

the size of the existing international terminal – and 

its construction involved 15,500 tonnes of steel 

and kept 9900 workers employed over 6.5 million 

man-hours.

curtis Fentress says the terminal presents a new 

gateway for los angeles, and the architecture was 

inspired by the people and geography of the city. 

“several public forums were held, with the 

preference emerging for a wave design that evoked 

la’s famous white-sand beaches. 

in response, we created the distinctive arching 

sectional roofline, which also references the para-

MAkinG WAves
With a design that evokes the world-famous surf of californian beaches, the  
tom Bradley international terminal heralds a new era in traveller comfort

AirPort terMinALs



Preceding pages and 
below:The Tom Bradley 
International Terminal is a 
new gateway for Los Angeles. 
Increased capacity, branding, an 
Integrated Environmental Media 
System (IEMAS) and myriad 
dining and retail options will help 
fund the terminal.

bolic arches of the nearby lax theme building and 

control tower.”

the progressive building is slated for silver 

leeD certification, and sustainability is built into 

the architecture. clerestory windows under the roof 

forms flood the interiors with diffused natural light – 

another evocation of the area’s sunny disposition.  

also factored into the design was the region’s 

propensity for earthquakes. every connection on 

the moment frame was tested off site to beyond 

breaking point.

the steel structure allowed for a column-free 

interior, rising to 31 m at the central Great Hall.  

the roof and ceilings are faced in aluminium, for an 

harmonious look inside and out. 

these metal ceilings also help bounce light 

through the interior.

the new terminal has double the capacity of the 

old one, handling 4000 people an hour through 

Federal inspection services. state-of-the-art gates 

allow three jet bridges to fill or empty double-

decker airbuses speedily and efficiently. 



Below:The column-free interior 
reaches 31m at The Great Hall, 
its highest point. 
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Below:Natural indoor light quality is 
so plentiful that no artificial lighting 
is required to illuminate the terminal 
during the day.
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Below:The new facility can 
process 4000 passengers per 
hour, decreasing wait times  
from 2.5 hours to 30 minutes. 

Below, lower:The curvaceous 
terminal connects to the ticketing 
hall of the old terminal at right.

Project:Tom Bradley Terminal, Los Angeles International 
Airport, Los Angeles
architect and interior design:Curtis W Fentress FAIA, 
RIBA, Fentress Architects, Denver, CO
Civil engineer:Hatch Mott  MacDonald
Mechanical and electrical engineer:TTG
Quantity surveyor:Psomas
Construction company:Walsh Austin
Landscaping:Mia Lehrer & Associates
integrated Media System design and implementation 
MRA International, Sardi Design, Digital Kitchen, Smart 
Monkeys, Electrosonic inc, and Daktronics

Lighting:Horton Lees Brogden Lighting Design
Signage:Selbert Perkins Design
Escalator services:Syska Hennessy Design
Villaraigosa Pavilion and duty-free shops:Montalba 
Architects, project architect Ben McDonald
Concessions contractor:PCL Construction Services
Structural engineer:John A Martin and Associates  
Mechanical plumbing, building management and 
vertical transportation:Syska Hennessy Group

Story by Charles Moxham
Photography by Lawrence anderson and Jason Knowles

Giant media columns and billboards animate the 

volume, as do eateries and lounges overlooking the 

central concourse and Great Hall.

inasmuch as the tom Bradley international 

terminal greatly increases the volume of passenger 

movement and capacity, it improves the airport’s 

revenue stream in other ways too. 

the enormous electronic hoardings alone  

attract a handsome fiscal return. at the heart of the 

Great Hall, the villaraigosa pavilion houses a wide 

variety of luxury retail and dining options, and  

will have an annual international capacity of 8.6  

million passengers.  

Founding principal of montalba architects, 

David montalba says the 1300m² pavilion was also 

inspired by the california coastline. the architects 

employed the concepts of ‘island’ and ‘edge’ to 

organise the pavilion’s design as a unified concept.

“on the same axis as the passenger corridor, 

the ‘edge’ is delineated by a continuous soffit, with 

detailing that evokes tidemarks on a sandy beach.”   

montalba also created the facade for the vast 

duty-free shopping area, which suggests a series 

of jewel boxes framed by bronzed stainless steel. 

another major revenue source, these shops offer 

beauty, luxury, fashion, and liquor brands.

Search 45672 at trendsideas.com
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Leading the way in providing top-notch acces-

sories to commercial as well as residential projects 

across india is technoraill. the rajkot-based 

company manufactures balustrades and railings 

crafted from aluminium, glass and stainless steel 

and has led the way for innovation in the industry. 

their distinguishing achievements include being the 

only company in india with a manufacturing plant 

capable of realising customised railing designs. 

shyam kishor chanasana, ceo of technoraill 

adds, “our railing coatings also feature the signa-

ture technoraill coat that provide rust protection 

for up to seven years and uv protection.” one of 

brand’s most popular and commercially successful 

products is transline, a line of transparent frame-

less railings that blend durability with visual appeal. 

it can be incorporated into a variety of architectural 

setups as its ambit includes five different product 

types to suit various needs. transline’s long list of 

attributes include it being weather-friendly, water 

and abrasion resistant and durable. these quali-

ties, added to the fine crafting make technoraill’s 

products a go-to option for builders and developers 

across the nation.

LeAdinG The WAy 
this rajkot-based balustrade manufacturer brand is raising the bar  
for architectural accessories in india

Below:Technoraill balustrades 
feature the signature Technoraill 
coat that provides rust protection 
along with UV protection, thereby 
making it a perfect solution for 
malls, offices, multiplexes, etc. 



FLIGHT oF FANCY
looking much like a giant sculpture from both inside and out, the dramatic new 
terminal 3 at shenzhen Bao’an international airport puts traveller comfort first 
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Situated close to Hong Kong and one of the 

fastest growing cities in the world, shenzhen is 

an important industrial centre and an increasingly 

popular tourist destination. However, with growth 

comes a strain on existing infrastructure and 

resources and despite the city’s airport already 

being the fourth-largest in china, this vital transport 

hub required a considerable boost in facilities.

the dramatic new terminal 3 at shenzhen 

Bao’an international airport was designed by 

massimiliano and Doriana Fuksas architects.  

the tender for the building was won by global  

competition and despite its size – it is the largest  

public building in the city – and intricate design,  

the terminal was completed in three years.

the 1.5k-long, 500,000m² terminal encompasses 

63 contact gates, 15 remote gates and retail space. 

terminal 3 will increase the capacity of the airport 

by 58%, with up to 45 million passengers expected 

to flow through its doors every year.

massimiliano and Doriana Fuksas describe the 

thinking behind the enormous public terminal’s 

sculptural design. 

“an airport is like a city nowadays. if you design 

an airport, now you have to throw away all that was 

there before and rethink completely the whole con-

cept of airport and its system. our client, shenzhen 

airport (Group) company, told us: ‘create an airport 

and do it thinking about the people that are inside. 

a place where you can feel fine even if the plane is 

delayed.’ that was the biggest challenge.” 

Below:Designed by 
Massimiliano and Doriana 
Fuksas Architects, the 1.5k-long 
Terminal 3 at Shenzhen Bao’an 
International Airport resembles  
a giant manta ray.  
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These pages:Upon reflection 
– even the most jaded traveller 
is invigorated by interiors that 
offer something to catch the 
eye at every turn. Terminal 3 
is the largest public space in 
Shenhzen and features a variety 
of high-end retail options under 
its curving roof form. Even 
the casual seating has a fluid, 
sculptural quality.

large projects such as this need to be macro 

structures that bring quality to people’s daily lives, 

massimiliano and Doriana Fuksas say. 

“this design supports and optimises the travel 

experience in function and looks. We imagined the 

terminal as being like a living fish – a manta ray that 

breathes, flexes and varies, taking in and releasing 

light, filtering it inside. 

“to achieve diffuse light and minimise the need 

for internal supporting columns or pillars, we 

designed a double exterior-interior skin using an 

aluminium and glass honeycomb structure. the 

double layers of the ‘skin’ allow natural light in,  

creating attractive effects within the internal spaces. 

the cladding is made of alveolus-shaped metal and 

glass panels of different sizes that can be partially 

opened. the undulating roof has variations in height 

that allude to the surrounding landscape. it was 

specifically designed to have spatial qualities, not 

just lie flat.

“the design appears less three-dimensional as 

you rise, and more articulated near the ground.”

the outer facade protects the building against 

rain and has a high reflection ratio of direct sun 

126 MoRE PRoJECTS AT trendsideas.com HoME & DESIgN TRENDS VoL 2 No 8 2015



radiation. it is constructed as single glass windows 

with imprints, and without insulation on the opaque 

parts. insulation and double-glazed windows are on 

the inner facade. the outer and inner windows are 

placed in such a way that direct sun coming into 

the building is reduced to a maximum of 20% of the 

total glass surface. 

sandwiched between the skins of the facade, 

there is a complex structure that minimises energy 

consumption and emissions, the architects say.

the construction space between the inner and 

outer facade is used as an exhaust air plenum,  

creating an air stream that expels the heat gain. 

Water pipes on the upper side of the insulated 

opaque panels of the inner facade further prevent 

heat transfer by absorbing the sun’s radiation.

the interiors of terminal 3 are just as dramatic 

as the exterior – travellers may well feel they are 

inside the belly of a giant fish. the focal point is 

the concourse located at the intersection of the 

two principle forms. this consists of three levels 

– departure, arrivals and services – all vertically 

connected to create full-height voids that let natural 

light filter from the highest level down to the lowest.
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Preceding pages:The terminal 
features white conical support 
columns that rise to the roof on a 
cathedral-like scale. 

These pages:The multi-level 
concourse allows vistas through 
the building, adding to the sense 
of lighness and volume. Air-
conditioning vents in the shape of 
trees add sculptural interest.

this multifloor solid structure is constructed with 

reinforced concrete slabs and down-stand beams. 

it is supported by columns based on an 18 m grid 

in public spaces, for a spacious, airy feel, and a  

9 m grid in non-public spaces. cantilevered 

columns around the terminal concourse perimeter 

support the steel roof structure. 

For travellers, the terminal has a spatial fluidity. 

responding to the request for an environment that 

is enjoyable to engage with, the interiors reflect the 

idea of movement and the idea of pause. carefully 

assessing the human experience of large-scale 

environments, the architects focused on process 

times, walking distances, ease of orientation, 

crowding, and the availability of desired amenities. 

and of course travellers enjoy the appearance of 

the terminal as they move around in it.

among the many dramatic visual features are the 

white ‘trees’ that serve as air conditioning vents.

these sculptural elements are dotted all along the 

terminal and the concourse, continuing the theme 

of amorphous forms inspired by nature.

and the airy, patterned ceiling that arches above 

passengers can also be seen when they look down. 
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Project:Shenzhen Bao’an International Airport Terminal 3
architect:Massimiliano and Doriana Fuksas Architects, 
Rome
Construction company:China State Construction 
Engineering Corporation; China Construction Eighth 
Engineering Division
Structures, facade, parametric design:Knippers Helbig 
Engineering, Stuttgart, New York
Lighting consultant:Speirs & Major Associates, London
architect of record:Beijing Institute of Architectural Design

Story by Charles Moxham
Photography courtesy of archivio fuksas

the check-in ‘islands’, gates and passport-check 

area all have a stainless steel finish that perfectly 

reflects the honeycomb lattice overhead. and the 

highly polished floor offers similar reflections.

“reactions to terminal 3 have been extremely 

positive,” say the architects. “in fact, the client is so 

pleased with the design that it is taking the unusual 

step of pursuing copyright on it.”
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in this start-up office of Evalueserve in 

Gurgaon, colour plays an important role of extend-

ing the brand identity in the office and amongst its 

employees. the project helmed by architect vistasp 

of architect vistasp and associates for this indian 

branch of the German company evalueserve occu-

pies floors sixth-tenth (five levels) with each level 

spread over 1,35,000 sq ft.

“it was a mammoth project with a minimum 

budget,” says vistasp. “We had to design the 

space for 1500 employees from scratch. We did our 

research and we found that the average age of the 

workforce was between 26-28 years, which is con-

sidered young in the corporate world. so we knew 

we had to create an environment, which was open, 

bright and vibrant. Basically a decor that would suit 

young sensibilities,” he adds.

looking at the international corporate office for 

inspiration and research, vistasp picked up the 

lime green house colour as his first element for the 

workspace. after much debate with the client, he 

was given a go ahead to include bright colours in 

the workspace.

“lime green was the starting colour and we then 

decided to include fresh colours in same shade 

and tonality as the green; pink, orange, purple, and 

turquoise blue were selected and finalised upon,” 

he says.

These pages The bright lime 
green in the reception lobby 
area of the Evalueserve office 
designed by Vistasp sets the 
precedent for the remaining four 
levels. Each level spread over 
1,35,000 sq ft is injected with 
bright colours keeping in mind 
the young work force. 

WorkinG WiTh coLour
an infusion of bright colours connects all the five levels of this start-up  
office in Gurgaon

oFFiCes
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Facing page The office follows 
a linear distribution layout, which 
allows for increased interaction 
between employees. Bright 
colours in shades of purple, 
green, yellow and turquoise blue 
are complimented against a 
monochromatic background.

Below A colour allocation chart 
exhibiting the various colour 
combinations for the five floors.

Far below Seating areas 
are created alongside the 
passageways to further increase 
interaction. Bright furniture  
further accentuate the vibrancy  
of the office.

all floors have elements of all the five colours 

inserted into their design layout. Be it in the form of 

feature fabrics, mosaics, accent inserts in car-

pets and columns. Because colour was playing a 

very impactful role in the design, vistasp kept the 

remaining necessary elements in the space mono-

chromatic. the carpets and floorings throughout 

the levels are all in black and white scheme and the 

walls are painted in shades of off-white to counter 

balance the burst of colours.

Breaking away from the traditional office pre-

ferred l-shaped layout, the architect has instead 

designed a linear distribution layout. 

“they didn’t have a rigid hierarchy system, so 

this contemporary workforce layout was an appro-

priate decision,” he says.

this benching layout frees up areas and provides 

better utilisation of space and clean lines. this type 

of layout also allows for an increased interaction 

and collaboration between employees. 

the company is a provider of business and tech-

nological research, data analysis and investment 
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EvaluE sErvE colour allocaTion charT: all Floors
 LEVEL 06 LEVEL 07 LEVEL 08 LEVEL 09 LEVEL 10

CoLuMN TurQ. bLuE PiNK oraNgE PurPLE LiME grEEN

aCCENT CarPET 1 PurPLE oraNgE PurPLE PurPLE PurPLE

aCCENT CarPET 2 grEEN PurPLE rEd grEEN oraNgE

W/S fabriC 1 TurQ. bLuE LE 03 : 33% PiNK y 905 : 33% oraNgE fu04 : 33% PurPLE y606 : 33% LiME grEEN gr06

fabriC 2 PiNK y 905 : 67% LiME grEEN gr06 : 67% TurQ. bLuE LE 03 : 67% oraNgE fu04 : 67% PurPLE y606 : 67%

WraP LiME grEEN TurQ. bLuE PurPLE oraNgE PiNK

MoSaiC LiME grEEN PurPLE PiNK oraNgE TurQ. bLuE

fEaTurE fabriC TurQ. bLuE PiNK oraNgE PurPLE LiME grEEN





Facing page and below The 
canteens are located on the 
seventh and ninth levels of the 
office. Continuing the inclusion 
of bright colours in the office, 
Vistasp has created an unusally 
bright area not seen in usual 
office. Waves in the ceilings, 
neon colours with bright furniture 
pieces ensure the space is 
dynamic and vibrant.

Location Gurgaon
owners Evalue Serve
builder Unitech
interior designer Vistasp; Architect Vistasp & Associates
design team Megha Awasthy, Jaspreet Singh, Pushpinder 
Singh, Munfaid Ali and Naresh Kaushal
Quality checking Perwaiz Kamal
Contractor Studiokon Ventures Private Limited
Electrical consultant Electro consultants
Electrical Schneider Electric India Private Limited
Plumbing & fire fighting consultant ZSA engineering 
services
hardware Dorma
Paints Asian Paints
flooring Tuntex Carpet 
Ceiling AMF Ceilings
Lighting Legero Lighting
Workstations UB Alpine
furniture Inner Space
Toilets Merino

Search 46340 at trendsideas.com

research services to companies worldwide. thus, 

there was a pressing need stated by the client to 

create certain areas, which were secluded from the 

general workspace in the office.

“these spaces are known as orc – organisation 

research cells measuring between 15-23 sq ft 

and are created across all levels. they are used 

as meeting areas for exclusive clients because of 

the sensitive information that is being discussed or 

researched,” he adds. 

the cells follow a similar design layout as the 

remaining spaces so as to blend into the office. 

For flooring, granite is used in the reception area 

and vitrified tiles in the passages. the open office 

spaces and the orcs’ have carpet tiles, as is the 

norm, with colour inserts and accents to brighten 

up the spaces.

Story by Moshita Prajapati
Photography by Kapil Kamra
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while most modern office interiors celebrate 

a company’s core culture, few turn that around  

to make a similar statement about their clients’ 

business. But this is exactly what the new lithium 

corporate headquarters in san Francisco does – the 

fit-out recognises the importance of the client base 

and the need to make this the focus of attention.

sascha Wagner, principal of Huntsman 

architectural Group says the social media mar-

keting company wanted to highlight its clients’ 

success stories, not just its own.

“the new space certainly needed to embody 

lithium’s own business goals and cultural make-up 

with a strong brand identity, but it was impor-

tant this didn’t overwhelm visitors. We needed to 

achieve a balance between lithium’s own identity 

and that of its clients.”

the solution was to fully integrate technology 

into the fit-out, with large media walls allowing 

graphics to be changed at the touch of a button. 

other large graphic displays and television screens 

throughout the building can also be programmed 

with client branding. at other times the monitors 

display lithium’s in-house performance metrics and 

news about company events or employees.

lithium’s own visuals have helped to create the 

Below left and facing 
page:Traditional elements have 
been retained around the building 
core. The lift lobby features the 
original marble panelling. The 
family room (right) has a decorative 
tin ceiling and traditional moulding. 

Below and following pages: 
Guests are made to feel especially 
welcome in this new reception area, 
thanks to a large media wall that is 
programmed with client branding. 
Lithium, a social media marketing 
company, added its own corporate 
branding with punches of bright 
colour in the furnishings.

Like us onLine
a move across san Francisco Bay presented an ideal opportunity for this social 
media marketing company to redefine the workplace
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Below:Writable walls feature 
throughout the office. 

Facing page top:Exposed 
brickwork highlights the historic 
aspect of the building, which 
was once the tallest high-rise 
west of the Mississippi River. The 
boardroom incorporates extra 
seating on the perimeter.

Facing page below:Like a 
home away from home, this 
meeting room can be used 
for informal meetings and 
audiovisual presentations  
to clients.

high-impact interior, which Wagner describes as a 

restrained palette of shapes, colours and graphics.

“We wanted to capture the playfulness of the 

corporate colours – fuchsia pink, orange, blue and 

green. But we translated these very carefully, intro-

ducing the colours as bold accents in carpets and 

furniture, with a neutral, grey backdrop.”

Wagner says it was also important to highlight 

the historic nature of the brick building, which is 

one of the oldest high-rises in san Francisco –  

it was once the tallest building west of the 

mississippi river.

“the building has undergone a complete 

transformation. layers of plaster, woodwork and 

ornamentation have been peeled back to reveal 

the original structure. around the perimeter, for 

example, the plaster has been removed to expose 

the original brickwork and raw concrete.”

Wagner says a decision was made to reference 

the traditional elements around the core, where the 

lifts and entry are positioned.

“this was a way to pay homage to the building’s  

history. the lift lobby and a casual seating area 

we call the family room both feature traditional 

detailing, with crown moulding, panelling and chan-

deliers. the lift lobby still has its original marble 

panelling, and the family room has a decorative, 

painted tin ceiling.

“as you get further away from this core, the 

look gradually gets more modern and the technol-

ogy is exposed. Because it is an old building, the 

floorplates are relatively shallow, so there is plenty 

of natural light flooding into the office. the win-

dows are all operable, and there are radiators right 

around the perimeter, which we have enclosed.”

one challenge the design team faced was the 

a number of small service rooms around the core, 

which included a janitor’s closet and rooms for 

mechanical services. these all featured doors of 

different sizes and styles.

“the area was a mess of old building utilities,  

and nothing matched, but we still needed to 

provide access to these services. our solution 

was to cover the entire area with a series of sliding 

graphic screens. these are covered in bold brand-

ing messages, which can be changed out easily 

as required. the screens are on wheels, so they 

can be rolled to one side when someone needs to 

access the rooms behind.”

to provide total flexibility, the new workplace 
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left:Workers are encouraged 
to use all the work areas, which 
include glass-walled meeting 
rooms, individual workstations 
and a central hub (lower). This 
features café-style tables and 
chairs, and tiered bench seating 
against the wall. The space is 
often used for team meetings.

Below:Colourful mobile screens 
conceal an unattractive  
services area.

Story by Colleen hawkes
Photography by  
anthony Lindsey

Project:Lithium office, San Francisco
interior designer:Huntsman Architectural Group, project 
team – principal-in-charge Sascha Wagner, senior designer 
David Meckley, project architect Greg Dumont, designer 
Kate O’Rourke, junior designer Nicole Everett
Construction company:Skyline Construction
Mechanical engineer:AWA Associates
Electrical engineer:McMillan Electric Co
furniture vendor:Inside Source/Young
door joinery:Minton Door with Schlage hardware
blinds:MechoShade
Wall tiles:Clif Interlocking Rock panels from Modular Arts
Carpet tiles:Lithium custom by Tandus Flooring;  
Interface Flor
Catering area flooring:Forbo Marmoleum in Piano
Custom graphic on magnetic vinyl:Design by Lithium, 
printing by Essence Printing
Tin ceiling:American Tin Ceiling Company

Paints and varnishes:Sherwin-Williams; Wolf Gordon Wink
Lighting: Focal Point; Kurt Versen, Finelite, Litecontrol, 
Vode, Spectrum Lighting, Inc, Lampa:
reception pendants:Moooi
reception desk and credenza:Mash Studios custom
boardroom table:Mash Studios
family room:Chesterfield sofa by Restoration Hardware; 
Bourgie table lamp by Kartell
Meeting rooms:CIJI three-seater by Gunlocke; Natural Tree 
Stump side tables by West Elm; Peekaboo Clear coffee table 
and credenza by CB2; Millbrae bench seating by Coalesse
Space dividers:Hedge by Allsteel
Workstations:Allsteel Stride with custom panels

features a variety of work environments, ranging  

from private to highly collaborative, from low to high 

tech, and from casual to formal. staff can easily 

reconfigure furniture, and spaces convert from 

“heads down” to “social” with simple devices such 

as draperies, furniture screens or sliding panels.

“there are areas where people can collaborate, 

including glass-walled conference rooms,  

communal tables, and niches with bench seats for 

two people. these are strategically placed around 

the office so there is always a  place close by where 

people can sit and talk. in some areas, ceiling tiles 

conceal the exposed services, and provide acoustic 

privacy. similarly, there is film on glass-walled 

meeting rooms, so although they are translucent 

and light filled, there is still a degree of privacy.”

approximately 60% of the walls are writable 

surfaces. they have been treated with a clear layer 

of Wink paint, so messages can be left, just like on  

a whiteboard.

Wagner acknowledges that the intent of the 

pendant lighting, casual lounge furniture, café-style 

central hub and colourful rugs was to soften the 

office so it is not a purely commercial space.

“part of the design brief was the need to create 

a place that people would enjoy spending time in 

– attracting and retaining staff are key priorities for 

every modern business. For our team, it is always 

exciting to be part of a design process that impacts 

on the essence of a client’s business. We often say 

a company’s culture influences the workplace, but 

the workspace can also influence the culture.”

Search 45666 at trendsideas.com
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BesT fooT forWArd
the yogananda library by studio archohm stands as an emblem of  
its university’s philosophy

Visitors to the Shoolini university in Himachal 

pradesh will find themselves greeted by the 

looming concrete facade of yogananda library, 

designed by studio archohm. this 26,661 sq ft 

structure is the beating heart of this educational 

institution and the design reflects this. archohm’s 

principal architect, sourabh Gupta, was tasked with 

creating a world-class space that  represented the 

ethos of the university. 

“in a challenging typography, the building had 

to stand out reflecting its function and physically 

manifesting the philosophy of the biotechnology 

campus,” Gupta says.

the yogananda library was a complex affair 

from its inception as the site was situated on a hill. 

the library was finally conceived as a four-storey 

structure with interconnecting voids and solids 

merging to give rise to a functional, fluid building, 

with the imposing facade lending character to  

the project.

 aside from being visually arresting, this con-

crete building also serves a structural function. the 

facade bears the load of the entire library’s shelving 

system and all the books contained within. the 

concrete wall is supported by intersecting concrete 

columns. shoolini university is a biotechnology 

campus and these intersecting columns serve to 

evoke thoughts of the university’s logo, as well 

as the most fundamental elements of biotechnol-

ogy. recessed behind the concrete exterior are 

These pages Situated on an 
approx 46,000 sq ft site, the 
Yogananda Library designed 
by Sourabh Gupta of Archohm 
physically manifests the campus 
philosophy. The intersecting 
concrete columns provide 
the structural support for the 
concrete facade, as well as 
drawing associations with the 
symbols of biotechnology.
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Facing page Located in Solan 
Valley in Himachal Pradesh, the 
library has spectacular views of 
the scenic Himalayan foothills. 
The long verandas allow ample 
seating areas.

right Bright yellows, whites and 
greys comprise the colour palette 
of the library’s interiors, lending 
it a refreshing tone.
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These pages The biotechnology 
university’s entire collection  
of texts is housed in this 
library, which has reading bays, 
discussion areas and research 
cells for the students. The 
design also ensures that plenty 
of natural light filters into these 
spaces during the day,  
keeping the atmosphere  
warm and welcoming.

large glass windows that contribute to the clean, 

minimalist design. the lower two floors look onto 

a narrow yet extroverted space that serves as a 

shaded veranda. these floors house research cells 

and discussion areas for staff and senior students. 

the upper two floors, while remaining aligned with 

the front of the building, are deeper as they flow 

with the receding contours. the library also houses 

a central courtyard that is open to the sky. 

speaking about this feature, Gupta says, “it 

serves as a natural container for the sunlight pour-

ing in, and also allows indirect light to illuminate 

all the floors of the building.”the unrestricted light 

is offset by the controlled temperatures within, 

thereby making the central courtyard an effec-

tive measure of passive climate control. inside the 

library, the books stack up against the peripheral 

wall, while a row of reading bays form an inner ring. 

the interiors of the building were given a refreshing 

new colour palette, with bright yellow, clear white 

and raw grey being the dominant shades. 

“these colours work well against each other to 

give this reinvented route a new look and feel,” 

says Gupta.
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the library also overlooks a lush green terrace 

that acts as an extension of the indoor reading 

areas. the broad steps connecting the terrace to 

the building act as public seating, providing a per-

fect place to take in the breathtaking scenery of the 

valleys of Himachal pradesh. 

“a scenic background, an efficient design and an 

international sensibility makes this library an iconic 

part of the university campus,” says Gupta. 

Location Solan, Himachal Pradesh, India
owners Foundation Life Sciences & Business Management
architect Sourabh Gupta; Archohm Consults
Tiling Kajaria Ceramics
Plumbing Techno Engineers and Consultants
Electrical Archohm Consults
Paints Asian Paints
flooring Kajaria 
Lighting Philips
Toilets Johnson India

Story by dushyant Shekhawat
Photography by Studio archohm, andre J fanthome 
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ProPerties on tHe bLoCk

TRENDS SELECTS PREMIUM PRoPERTIES 
MAKING THE RoUNDS ToDAY

vAsCon WinderMere 
developer: Vascon Engineers Ltd,  

JV Rajesh Builders

Location: Pune

status of the project:  
Under construction

Area of project: 5 acres

residential type: 3 and 4 BHK 
apartments and 5 bhk duplexes

residential area: 3000 – 8300 sq ft

interior designers: Talati & Panthaky 
Associated Pvt Ltd, Mumbai

Construction: Vascon Engineers  
Ltd, Pune

Landscaping: Fiona Environs, Dubai

special features: The project 
consists of two towers and has a pre 
- certified platinum rated certification 

from Indian Green Building Council 
(IGBC). It also comes equipped with 

amenities, such as a private swimming 
pool for each duplex apartment, tennis 

courts, a clubhouse, temperature 
controlled olympic size swimming 

pool, solar water heater  
and gymnasiums

152 trendsideas.com
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developer: House of Hiranandani

Location: Bangalore

status of the project: Near completion 

Area of project: 38 acres

residential type: 3 BHK

residential area: 1885 - 2233 sq ft 

Architect: Hafeez Contractor, Mumbai

Landscaping: CPG Peridian, Singapore

Construction: Larsen & Toubro, Mumbai

special features: The complex houses three 
levels of basement parking, large decks and 
verandas to maximise on the lakeside views 
and a double height grand entrance lobby

HiLL Crest 
PriCe:  

`1.3 CRoRE 

oNWARDS



tHe gALLerY:  100 buiLdings 100 YeArs: vieWs oF britisH  
  ArCHiteCture sinCe 1914, London

UPCoMING EVENTS

FoRMEx  
SToCKHoLM, 14 – 17 JANUARY

A product and furniture design trade 
show for Scandinavian countries, 
showcasing Nordic designers

IMM CoLoGNE 
CoLoGNE, 19 – 25 JANUARY

A German trade show that offers a 
preview of what’s to come in the design 
industry in 2015

ToRoNTo DESIGN oFFSITE 
ToRoNTo, 19 – 25 JANUARY

Annual festival featuring installations and 
audience engagement that serves as a 
platform for independent design
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100 BUILDINGS  
100 YEARS  
PRoMoTES 

BRITAIN’S 
FINEST 

STRUCTURES 
oF THE PAST  

CENTURY 

BATTERSEA PoWER STATIoN

DE LA WARR PAVILIoN

This exhibition on view at the Royal 
Academy of Arts in London takes 
visitors on a time travelling journey 
through a century of British architec-
ture. It is hosted in partnership with 
the Twentieth Century Society, an 
organisation that campaigns for the 
conservation of British structures 
built after 1914. British architecture 
went through considerable flux in 
the previous century, oscillating from 
classical styles to post-war brutal-
ism, before embracing modernism 
and post-modernism. A single build-
ing has been selected for each year 
from 1914 to the present, demon-
strating the fluctuations in design 
that Britain saw during the period. 
Concluding with the olympic Swim-
ming Pool designed by Zaha Hadid, 
the exhibition’s scope includes archi-
tects such as Giles Gilbert Scott and 
David Chipperfield as well. The MI6 
building, the Comyn Ching terraces 
at Covent Garden and the London 
Underground Jubilee stations are 
also featured as standout examples 
of the time that they were built in.



MAISoN&oBJET  
PARIS, 23 – 27 JANUARY

The 20th anniversary of one of the most 
high profile trade shows for design industry 
professionals

INTERIoR DESIGN SHoW 
ToRoNTo, 22 – 25 JANUARY

An event that showcases the best in 
Canada’s design industry, featuring new 
products, concepts and designers

ARCHITECT@WoRK 
LoNDoN, 21 – 22 JANUARY

An exhibition that seeks to connect architects 
and interior designers and promote and 
strengthen the designer-client relationship
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B T ToWER CoNGRESS HoUSE

PoULTRY CLoCK TURRET



PoST PoP: EAST MEETS WEST IS AN 
ExHIBITIoN THAT ExPLoRES PoP ART FRoM 

ARoUND THE WoRLD

revieW: Post PoP: eAst Meets West, London
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Till February 23, 2015

When discussing recent artistic movements that have captured public imagination, 
pop art cannot be left out of the conversation. This exhibition at London’s Saatchi 
Gallery showcases the pervasiveness and global reach of pop art. Post Pop: East 
Meets West features artists from across the world, who created their works in 
drastically different socio-political environments but still managed to create a 
monolithic movement that unified artists globally. The objects on display were 
created by artists from regions as diverse as the UK and USA as well as China, 
Taiwan and the former Soviet Union. Though these places have historically been 
regarded as opposite and different from each other, the exhibition shows how 
artists using easily identifiable imagery from popular culture were able to make 
an impact in their diverse contexts. The exhibits at the show are classified under 
six themes; Habitat, Advertising and Consumerism, Celebrity and Mass Media, 

RICHARD WooDS - NATURE MAKING



AI WEIWEI - CoLoURED VASES

Art History, Religion and Ideology and 
Sex and the Body. The artists featured 
include names such as Ai Weiwei, Jeff 
Koons and Leonid Sokov. The exhibition  
also brings out the widespread appeal  
and accessibility of pop art to the gallery 
going audience.

JEFF LooNS - ENCASED - THREE RoWS

FANG LIJUN - UNTITLED
GRISHA BRUSKIN - MAN WITH 

PoRTRAIT oF LENIN

157trendsideas.com

KEITH HARING - ELVIS PRESLEY

LEoNID SoKoV - TWo PRoFILES 
(STALIN & MARILYN)



ConCePt: tHe invisibLe kitCHen 
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A KITCHEN CLEVERLY 
DESIGNED BY i29 

INTERIoR ARCHITECTS 
VANISHES INTo ITS 

SURRoUNDINGS AND 
MAxIMISES THE SENSE 

oF SPACE
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The 'Invisible Kitchen' is an innovation by i29 
interior architects, a Dutch design studio. 
The concept is an answer to the problem of 
overcrowding within apartments situated in 
dense, urban areas. Installed in a Parisian 
flat, the Invisible Kitchen takes minimisation 
to an extreme by compressing an entire 
kitchen into a few wall panels and a single 
piece of furniture. The free-standing kitchen 
island serves as a countertop and includes 
all water and electrical connections, an 
impressive feat for a surface that measures 
only a few centimetres in thickness. Sliding 
wall panels installed behind the kitchen 
island conceal electronic appliances and 
storage space. The entire installation 
occupies only 150 sq m. The minimalist 
design also serves to hide its function, so 
that the kitchen appears to be an ordinary 
piece of furniture when not in use. As 
spacious apartments become more of a 
luxury, this concept shows how seamlessly 
integrating services and design can be the 
next trend.

Home & Design Trends Vol 2 No 8  2015



PubLiC Art

TRANSFoRMATIVE ART THAT ALTERS 
PERCEPTIoNS & NEIGHBoURHooDS

My objective was to create an accessible artwork 
that makes a harmonious but breathtaking 

contribution to its historic surroundings, leaving a 
lasting and positive impression upon the cultural 
landscape of Covent Garden and in the minds of 

its many visitors. The hovering building introduces 
contemporary art to traditional architecture, 

performing a magic trick of spectacular scale to 
present the everyday world in an extraordinary way.

TAKE MY LIGHTNING BUT DoN’T 
STEAL MY THUNDER
BY ALEx CHINNECK

London, UK 2014
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- Compiled by Dushyant Shekhawat
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f ST+ART MUMBAI
BY GoMEZ

Mumbai, India 2014

The St+Art India foundation aims to make art 
accessible to wider audiences by taking it out 

of conventional gallery spaces and embedding 
it within the cities we live in. Artists from across 

the globe connect with the Indian street art 
movement through the festivals, workshops and 

exhibitions organised by the foundation.  

 This installation celebrates the opening of 
an IKEA Store Clermont-Ferrand, the thirtieth in 
France. The Swedish furniture brand and French 
communication agency ubi bene designed a climbing 
wall made entirely with IKEA furniture and accessories, 
a public engagement that perfectly suited the sporty 
nature of the city of Clermont-Ferrand. 

s THE VERTICAL APARTMENT
BY IKEA AND UBI BENE
Clermont-Ferrand, France 2014

JACKSoN
BY JPS
UK 2014



sHoWCAse

LATEST IN KICTHEN & HoME ACCESSoRIES  

162 more projects at trendsideas.com

Contemporary surfaces from Häfele  
Häfele India recently partnered with Caesarstone, a pioneer in the 
development of quartz surfaces and also one of the world’s premium 
quartz manufacturers. Considered to be a combination of nature and 
technology, these surfaces are made of 93% natural quartz, thereby 
making Caesarstone strong, non-porous and low maintenance. Due to the 
material’s outstanding durability, these surfaces can be installed in thinner 
forms to save weight or in larger sections to reduce the amount of joints 
on a surface. For more information, email customercare@hafeleindia.com 
or call +91-18002666667

New innovations with 
Hettich’s

Hettich India Pvt Ltd recently unveiled a state-
of-the-art Innovation Centre in Bangalore. 
Launched by Dr Andreas Hettich, Chairman 
& Global CEo of Hettich and Anil Goel, 
Managing Director, Hettich India Pvt Ltd, this 
innovation centre is the first-of-its-kind in the 
world and will showcase the premium products 
and applications from the Hettich portfolio. 
The centre will also house a team of experts 
available for consultation on design services 
to customers and is aimed at giving a touch-
and-feel experience and to demonstrate the 
possibilities that products can offer. For more 
information, email sales_enquiry@in.hettich.com 
or call 18002092096 
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The new era of style with 
Design Pataki

Brainchild of Mumbai-based interior 
designer Esha Gupta, Design Pataki is her 
online venture into the field of architecture 
and interior design. This website-blog 
breaks away the boring notions of a regular 
design blog and brings to its readers a fresh 
perspective of the field. A graduate from 
Parsons The New School for Design, New 
York and Rachana Sansad School of Design, 
Mumbai, Gupta strives to bring across Indian 
and well as global design trends through  
her website. 

Design Pataki (a play on the word pataka 
meaning fire cracker in Hindi) is a website 
dedicated to sharing opinions, decorating 
ideas, interior spaces, independent art and 
design, products and services, and articles 
meant to inspire readers to live a more 
design oriented lifestyle. It also features a 
curated selection of design finds ranging 
from sofas to stationery along with product 
reviews, reader discounts, interviews, store 
and home tours, do-it-yourself projects, and 
trade show coverage. 

The website recently unveiled its Bed 
& Table Linen Collection by Esha, which is 
a stylish collection using fine fabrics, prints 
and textures. For more information, visit 
www.designpataki.com
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Cooling technologies by Fisher & Paykel
Regarded as one of the best kitchen brands in the world, Fisher & Paykel 
recently launched its new refrigerator called ActiveSmart. Taking technology 
a notch higher, this new kitchen gadget combines a smart technology 
microprocessor and interior temperature sensors, with independently 
controlled variable speed fans and multiple air ducts to maintain a stable 
and even temperature. Secure glass shelving contains and prevents drips 
and spills and the extension runners allow full slide for easy loading and 
unloading.  For more information, call +91-11-42408365

Home & Design Trends Vol 2 No 8  2015

New homes with 
Pepperfry

Pepperfry.com, one of India’s 
recognised online portals for 
furniture and home accessories 
has recently introduced a new 
concept store called Studio 
Pepperfry in Mumbai. The 2500 
sq ft studio showcases a curated 
range of furniture from the online 
portfolio of Pepperfry and aims 
to give its consumers hands on 
experience of its wide collection. 
It also has special iPad interior 
design consultants that assists 
customers in browsing through 
the entire range of 11,000 
furniture items. These experts 
additionally offer free in-store 
design consultancy on furniture 
products to furnish homes that 
reflect the latest and best in home 
design. For more information, 
email nikita.j@pepperfry.com
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French luxury with  
Roche Bobois

Luxury furniture brand Roche Bobois, in 
association with the Italian car company 
Lamborghini recently launched its Winter 
Collection 2014. Titled ‘instinctive 
technology meets cutting edge design,’ 
the collection includes exquisite pieces 
of furniture and accessories for living 
rooms, dining and bedrooms. The 
highlights include furniture by designers 
like Philips Bouix, Studio Roche Bobois 
and Thierry Picasette. The collection also 
includes stunning mirrors, bookshelves, 
cabinets and lighting. For more 
information, email info@foundationspr.in 
or call +91-9810627762

Bespoke designs by Surprise 
Home Linen 

Surprise Home Linen recently introduced a new 
high-end textiles venture called Housewarming. 
Housewarming is an attempt to create customised 
spaces and decorate them through its bespoke 
textiles. The services include fabric co-ordination, 
project consultancy and designing custom home 
textile. Their endeavour is to change the way 
textiles and wallcoverings are used in homes. For 
more information, call +91-22-26493047

Be seated with Stellar desks
The furniture brand Stellar Furniture & Lifestyle has released 
a range of executive desks that offer ample storage space, 
modern and neo-classical aesthetics and skilled craftsmanship. 
These executive desks come in three hues; wenge with silver, 
zebra oak with black and red walnut with black. The surface is 
coated with 100% melamine to increase its longevity. With their 
ergonomic designs, these desks are efficient and user-friendly. 
For more information, email info@stellarglobal.com or call  
+91-9993894468



More ideas, information and inspiration at Trendsideas.in
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