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Congratulations to our competition winners from issue 23!
R Collins from Kearneys Spring, QLD; A Miller from Leopold, Vic.;  

and J O’Shea from Croydon Park, NSW, each won a bumper box set of 
World War One books from Cambridge University Press valued at $822.80!

WARNING 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander readers should be 
aware that this magazine contains names and images  
of people who have passed away.



Speaking of fabulous free resources, we’ve been working with the 
National Library of Australia the past few months to bring you an 
exciting new campaign: ‘Inside History Supports Trove’. It’s your 
opportunity to help get a newspaper digitised on Trove through 
a nationwide crowdfunding initiative. We’ve recently asked the 
public to vote on which newspaper they’d like digitised from a 
shortlist of six, and now we’re asking you to help raise awareness 
and all-important funds. See how you can get involved on page 54.

Also in this issue we invite one of our favourite experts back 
to help with decoding family photographs. Jayne Shrimpton 
looks at how the hairstyles of our female ancestors can help 
when it comes to figuring out when a photograph may have been 
taken. Read her tips and tricks on page 34 and you’ll know the 
difference between a kiss curl and a coil in no time! 

For those of us researching our Anzac ancestors, November 
means Remembrance Day, and stopping to think about those men 

a terrible period in our history. We focus on two heartwarming 
stories about reuniting lost war objects with their rightful owners. 
One is a ‘Dead Man’s Penny’, unearthed recently in a Sydney garden, 
the other a war medal belonging to an Indigenous digger and sold 
for ‘two bob’ 75 years ago. Both have been reunited with the soldiers’ 
descendants; we bring you their stories starting on page 40.

Plus, don’t forget our cover competition! We’re looking  
for stunning photographs of your ancestors so make sure  
you enter. Not only will your ancestor feature on the cover  
of Inside History, but the winner and their guest will receive  
a trip of a lifetime to historic Norfolk Island, valued at  
$5,000! Turn to page 56 to read more.  

And on behalf of everyone at Inside History, we wish you  
and your family a happy festive season, and we hope 2015  
will be just as productive in tracking down those ancestors! 
Until then, happy researching. 

Ever wondered how you can 
trace your family history for 
free? This issue, we spotlight 
the latest online research 
tools that won’t cost you a 
cent. Read more on page 26.

editor’s letter
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1800 818 865
une.edu.au/studyhistory

Whether you’re looking to upskill, change career or just research your family or community history, 
the University of New England’s History courses can help you achieve your goals. 

Our suite of History courses include:

 • Master of History

 • Bachelor of Historical Inquiry and Practice

 • Graduate Diploma/Advanced Diploma in Local, Family and Applied History

 • Graduate Certificate in History Curriculum

For over 60 years UNE has been a leader in helping busy adults study from home. With our online course 
delivery, your future is just a mouse click away, no matter where you are in Australia or beyond.

Together, we can make history



FRAGILE FAMILY 
TREASURES
I was delighted to identify two 
family portraits as ambrotypes 
thanks to Jayne Shrimpton’s 
helpful article “10 tips for decoding 
family portraits” in issue 23. The 
photographs are 10cm x 6.5cm, dated 
1857 and in a very similar frame to the 
one depicting an English agricultural 
labourer in her article. One of the 
photographs has cracks across the subject’s 
face; it lasted 155 years only to be passed on to 
a member of the family who did not care for it.

Could Jayne Shrimpton perhaps write another 
article to explain if these can be restored and how  
to care for all types of photographs?

I love reading your excellent interesting and 
informative articles. 

— Rosalie Lewthewaite, via email

DARWIN’S DISEASE 
Graeme O’Neill’s “The origin of Darwin’s mystery 
illness” in issue 23 is to be commended with his 
detailed description of the illness and a hint of the 
controversy that has surrounded the nature of his 
malady. Most of Darwin’s symptoms, including his 
seasickness, are those seen in patients diagnosed 
as having the Cyclic Vomiting Syndrome (CVS), 
including some of the more unusual features such 
as attacks being brought on by pleasurable events 
(‘positive stress’), vomiting occurring hours after  
a meal, and relief of symptoms by water exposure  
(‘the wondrous Water Cure’). 

Additional symptoms such as his eczema, his 
episodes of irrational fear, his hysterical sobbing 
(dacrystic seizures) are not included in this diagnosis. 
All of these symptoms, including his cyclic vomiting, 
are explained by a maternally inherited pathological 
mitochondrial DNA mutation. 

Such a mutation not only explains Darwin’s 
illness but also the illness and early death of his 
mother, his maternal uncle Tom and the illness and 

death in childhood of the youngest sibling of that 
generation, Mary Ann.

Darwin died with symptoms of ischaemic heart 
disease (coronary artery disease) and heart failure, 
however, his death was not due to the illness that 
had caused him so much misery for most of his adult 
life. Patients diagnosed as having CVS today may also 
suffer the same considerable indisposition but may 
be reassured, however, that provided their fluid and 
salt losses are replaced they will survive even the most 
distressing of vomiting episodes.

— John Hayman, Associate Professor,
The University of Melbourne, VIC 

SHORT AND SWEET
I find the iPad app version very impressive. I like 
the flow signs to remind me of the direction, and the 
inclusion of links within articles is very helpful. As 
with all your editions the images and presentation  
are top quality. Thank you.

— Vicki Eldridge, Five Dock, NSW

CORRECTION
In issue 24 we mistakenly omitted a byline for Paula 
Grunseit. Paula visited the convict hut in Parramatta 
to report on the Crown Group excavations for our 
article titled “When archaeology meets genealogy”.

Postie’s here! Like us on facebook.com/ 
insidehistorymagazine

Join us on twitter.com/ 
insidehistory
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Share your thoughts with the Inside History team.

Each issue our star letter 
will receive a recently released 

history book for writing in! This 
issue, Rosalie Lewthewaite wins 

a copy of The Europeans 
in Australia Vol 3: Nation 

by Alan Atkinson 
(UNSW Press, $49.99). 



SOLOMON FAMILY REUNION
I am finalising arrangements for the next Solomon 
family reunion, to be held from 6-8 June 2015 in 
Melbourne. Descendants of Emanuel Solomon 
and his family are welcome to attend. The reunion 
will include DNA testing in the hope of discovering 
exactly where the Solomon family originally came 
from, a high tea, and much more. Please email  
me for more information or to register 
your interest. 

— Jenny Cowen,
katrina.jenny@bigpond.com

SEEKING SUFFRAGIST LETTERS
I am seeking copies of photographs depicting 
or letters written by suffragist, journalist and 
educator Muriel Lilah Matters. She was 
born in 1877 in Bowden, South Australia and died 
in 1969 in Hastings, England. Muriel married 
William Arnold Porter in April 1914 in London.

Perhaps readers may hold correspondence 
or ephemera relating to Muriel Matters and her 
exploits relating to the suffrage movement in 
England. Any information gratefully received.

— Eileen Luscombe,
Muriel Matters Society Victoria,

eglus06@gmail.com 

A 23-YEAR BRICK WALL
I am seeking what happened to my grand aunt, 
Mary Roberts, née Hackett, formerly Smith.
She married William Roberts in 1863 at 
Clerkness Station, Bundarra, New South Wales.

Children Annie, Harry, Alice and Kate Eve  
were born between 1866 and 1870 at Glen Prairie 
Station in Marlborough, Queensland.

While William died in 1901 at Warialda,
New South Wales, no records can be found for  
Mary or her children after 1872.

I’ve been looking for 23 years without success  
so if someone can assist I would be very pleased  
to hear from you. 

— Antoinette Gray,
amtgray71@gmail.com

THE CONVICT AND THE FREEWOMAN 
I’m looking for descendants of my convict ancestor 
John Sheppard, who married Ann Maria, a free 
woman, on 30 October 1838 at Castlereagh, Sydney. 
Ann Maria migrated on the Free while John came to 
Australia aboard the Ocean in 1823. The couple had 
eight children. I am interested in making contact 
with fellow descendants. 

— Jean Chapman,
chapjo42@TPG.com.au

Bob’s your uncle
Are you looking to connect with other descendants or historians?  
Each issue we’ll feature who and what people are researching. 
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your family

Lots of researchers have been linking up and knocking down their research brick walls via  
“Bob’s your uncle”. To place an ad, email contribute@insidehistory.com.au. Adverts are free!



A free exhibition until 18 January 2015
For more information about the State Library’s WWI 

centenary program and collections, visit ww1.sl.nsw.gov.au

Special event: 
Author Ross Coulthart talks about the 

extraordinary story behind The Lost 
Diggers of Vignacourt images, discovered 

in a French attic after almost 100 years. 

Saturday 8 November 2 pm – 3 pm 

State Library of NSW 

Cost: $10 

Bookings essential: (02) 9273 1770  

bookings@sl.nsw.gov.au
State Library of NSW Macquarie Street Sydney 2000  

(02) 9273 1414 www.sl.nsw.gov.au

THE STATE LIBRARY OF NSW PRESENTS

Two men of the 1st Australian Division, 1916 by Louis Thuillier, AWM P10550.041, Courtesy Kerry Stokes Collection, the Louise and Antoinette Thuillier Collection
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Your book Sisters of the Valley includes a 

detailed index of the 76 nurses you researched. 

Have you been in touch with any descendants?  

After the book was published I was contacted by 
descendants who provided details and photos to fill 
out the stories of individuals, so I set up a website 
(huntervalleygreatwarnurses.com).

This led to more information and photos and 
one particularly exciting find — the descendants of 
Matron Ida Greaves RRC have very kindly given me 
access to an archive of photographs and documents.  

Matron Greaves is nationally important as she was 
one of the first Australian women to be in the field and 
lasted the duration of the war — 19 August 1914 to 26 
March 1919. She and Matron Nora Fletcher from 
Sydney were the first Australian nurses to be awarded 
the Royal Red Cross during the war in July 1915. So 
she has a rare set of medals that includes not only the 
British War Medal and the Victory Medal but also  
the Royal Red Cross 1st Class and the 1914 Star.  

Matron Greaves has not been given due 
acknowledgement either in her own town or in 
Australia. I aim to change that — I am currently 
working on a biography of her.

Was there any information you uncovered  

that stopped you in your tracks?

Being given access to the archive of Matron Greaves 
certainly stopped me in my tracks! Last year, I received 
a phone call from her great nephew who was travelling 
north from Sydney. He asked me to be waiting at 
Broadmeadow Station at 1.50pm on 27 August where 
he would arrive, hop out and give me some material. 
We briefly shook hands as a briefcase was handed  
over and he was back on the train. 

What I discovered inside the briefcase were three 
albums consisting of more than 300 photos and 
documents. The family has since lent me several more 
albums and I cannot thank them enough! I feel very 
privileged to have been entrusted with this material.  

Which resources did you find most  

helpful in the course of your research?

In compiling a list of nurses from the Hunter there 

were two resources that supplied the bulk of the 
names: the AIF Embarkation Rolls give the address 
of the individual as well as the address of the next-of-
kin; and about 60 per cent of the women were named 
on a school or district honour roll. Once you have the 
names, you then look for their service records, which 
can be downloaded from the National Archives of 
Australia website (naa.gov.au).  

Which stories affected you the most  

in the course of your research?  

Sister Louisa Stobo from Maitland was a senior 
nurse at Crown Street Women’s Hospital Sydney, who 
left for Egypt in one of the first contingents of nurses 
in 1914. She was at a hospital there when her brother, 
Robert Scobie, was wounded and evacuated from 
Gallipoli. She saw him recover from his wounds only 
to return to Gallipoli to be killed at the Battle of Lone 
Pine. Yet Louisa stoically continued her nursing work.    

Another story that I found very sad was from the 
diary of Sister Kathleen Doyle from Singleton. She 
was on night duty nursing casualties from Gallipoli. 
She notes in her diary that one of her patients, who 
was delirious, ‘called me Ruby all night long. It is  
really heartbreaking to see and hear all the awful 
sights’. He died the following night and Kathleen  
had the task of writing to his mother.

If you could track down one thing you haven’t 

yet managed to find out, what would it be?

Sister Doyle’s diary includes numerous references 
to a love interest she met on Lemnos while treating 
casualties from Gallipoli. He is only referred to as 
“C.S.” I have gone through the AIF Nominal Roll  
and made a list of all the officers with those initials 
(157 names!) and looked at their service records  
to see if they were in the right place at the right time. 
To no avail! Perhaps C.S. was “other ranks” (supposed 
to be off-limits for serving nurses) or he was British  
or Canadian. I expect I’ll never know. 

For more on the project, visit huntervalley 

greatwarnurses.com. To enquire about purchasing 
a copy, email royalists@hotmail.comIm
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Christine Bramble has researched 

and written about World War I 

nurses from the Hunter Valley, New 

South Wales. Here, she chats to Sarah Trevor 
about the challenges they faced. 

A cup of  
 tea with...

Christine Bramble, historian

Right Matron 
Ida Greaves 
(centre) and 
her fellow 
nurses,
1914. 
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The History Council NSW is calling for 
submissions to the inaugural Deen  
De Bortoli Award. Generously funded 
by the De Bortoli family, the award 
aims to encourage historians writing 
Australian history to use the past to inform 
contemporary concerns and issues. 

The subjects for the 2015 award are: 
 An aspect of the history of water and  

the Murray Darling Basin, the Coorong  
and the Lower Lakes and its relation  
to current water policies and practices

 An aspect of the history of the former 
Soviet Union or Eastern Europe since the 
collapse of communism with reference to 
how events in Russia and East Europe have 
impacted on Australian society and politics

 The impact of the internet and social 
media in influencing how contemporary 
Australians understand their past.

The award is open to members of the 
public. Entries close 31 March 2015 and  
the winner will receive a prize of $4,000. 
The two runners up will each be awarded 
$1,000. It’s time to get writing!
MORE historycouncilnsw.org.au

Call for history award submissions

Latest news
Furphy museum 
launched
One of Australia’s oldest 
companies, J Furphy and Sons 
and Furphy Foundry, just turned 
150. Established in 1864 as 
a blacksmith and wheelwright 
business, the company is 
renowned for its historical  
links to rural Australia. 

Famed for the Furphy Water 
Cart, it became the inspiration  
for a term now firmly entrenched 
in the Australian vernacular  
— the ‘furphy’. 

To celebrate the company’s 
longevity, a museum dedicated 
to Furphy’s vibrant past has 
opened in Shepparton, Victoria. 
At the launch, a vintage car rally 
traced the journey undertaken by 
founder John Furphy in 1873 from 
Kyneton, where he started as a 
blacksmith, to Shepparton. Five 
generations later, the business 
remains family owned.

The Furphy Museum features 
historic relics from the early days 
of the business including a water 
cart, a grain harvester and  
even a sledgehammer called 
“Monday”, now remnants  
of a bygone era.
MORE sheppartonmotor 
museum.com.au

The wool barge, 
Rob Roy, on the 

River Darling 
c.1890. Courtesy 

Australian National 
Maritime Museum 

Collection.

 

from the history and genie world 

Filling a Furphy cart with water in the 
Barmedman area of New South Wales, c.1930.

Courtesy State Library of NSW, ID BCP 03077.

 



State Records NSW has launched 
a new website as part of the New 
South Wales Government’s 
Commemoration of the Centenary  
of Anzac program. Designed to 
spotlight research pathways for users 
eager to explore the archive’s vast 
holdings of World War I materials, 
it is divided into the following 
categories: ‘In service’, ‘Home front’ 
and ‘In remembrance’.

A detailed research guide 
provides links to web resources and 
records within the archives as well 
as to various external collections 
across Australia, New Zealand and 
Britain. The website also provides 
high-quality scans of key treasures 
from the collection and advice on 
how to access relevant records in the 
State Records Regional Repository 
Network. Comprising probates and 
deceased estates, soldier settlement 

records, state department letters 
and more, the list of avenues for 
historical research is endless.  
Happy sleuthing!
MORE nswanzaccentenary. 
records.nsw.gov.au

Brisbane 
Indigenous 
war memorial 
announced  
In important news for 
Australia’s military 
heritage, Brisbane 
City Council and the 
Queensland Government 
recently announced that an 
Indigenous war memorial 
will be built in the city. 

Dedicated to honouring 
Aboriginal servicemen and 
women, as well as those 
who served on the home 
front, the memorial will be 
erected in Brisbane’s Anzac 
Square. State government 
officials hope it will also 
form an education centre 
for younger generations to 
learn about the sacrifice 
involved in military service. 
Watch this space. 

New NSW Anzac 
Centenary resource

www.bda-online.org.au
A not-for-profit Project

The Database will be updated in November 2014 with many more records including:-

73rd Regiment Pay Lists 1809-1817. Convicts Wives 1822
Colonial Secretary’s In-letters Index 1788-1825 Coroner’s Inquests 1796-1824
Tickets of Leave Index 1810-1848. First Fleet List - all 1500 people
ABGR Biographies 1788-c1920s - over 7000 Convict Pardons 1810-1819
Victoria & its Metropolis - over 7000 biogs. Convict Indents 1831 & 1833
Cyclopedia of Tasmania 1900 - 1526 biogs. Cyclopedia of Victoria 1903-05 - 2232 b.
Dictionary of Australasia 1542-1879 - 2894 biogs. Dictionary of Australia 1855-79 - 1572 b.
Windsor NSW Ration Book 1812-1818 List of all Clergy in AUS & NZ in1878
Sydney Burial Ground - Monumental Inscriptions, Licences to Bury & Re-Interment Register

An extra 400,000 entries in addition to the 500,000 already on-line.
Hyperlinking allows the user to go from any person named in any record to their own Biography

It is Free to search the Index, the full Sources description pages and
 a list of over 1000 secondhand books for sale.

To view the Biographical Reports we ask users to assist the Project by becoming subscribers, 
just $30 for a year for individuals or $100 per terminal used for Societies.



your family

expertsAsk our
Here, our resident experts answer 
your queries. This issue, Shauna 
Hicks gives tips to help a reader solve 
the puzzling dilemma of a marriage 
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The case of the deceptive certificate

Q Would it have been a mandatory 

requirement for people to provide birth 

certificates to marry in 1942? My parents 

were married in Victoria in 1942 and almost 

none of the details on their certificate of 

marriage are correct.

For instance, the bridegroom’s name 

should be Reginald James Banks (according 

to his birth certificate) and his birthplace 

should be Carlton. His father’s name should 

be Alfred John Conquest while his mother’s 

name should be Mary Aileen Banks. 

The bridegroom was born out of wedlock, 

a ward of the state. When a job was found 

for him at the age of 15 he went to live with 

his father’s sister. In the end, he was never 

adopted or fostered.

The bride’s name, place of birth and date 

of birth are unknown. She was born out of 

wedlock and given away to a couple who split 

up a couple of years later. That woman and 

her de facto husband signed the certificate 

as her parents. 

It took me three years to find my father’s 

true identity. I am still searching for my 

mother’s family. I would have thought that 

by 1942 you would have had to provide some 

type of identification to marry. It all seems 

very odd to me, or was this not unusual for 

the time? 

I contacted the church but they said they 

have no further information, and I contacted 

Births, Deaths and Marriages Victoria but 

received no reply. 

P.S. The bride was not pregnant!

— Sandra Korpela, Gold Coast, QLD

A This is an interesting question and like most 
government functions the answer will lie in 

the appropriate legislation or regulations. In this 
instance it would be the Victorian Births, Deaths 
and Marriages Registration Act 1996 and Victorian 
Births, Deaths and Marriages Regulations 2008 
and its predecessor legislation and regulations. 
Current legislation is online (bdm.vic.gov.au/

utility/about+us/legislation+and+policies/) 
but to find a copy of the legislation and regulations 
in place in 1942 you will need to visit a library 
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Join our Facebook page for regular 

Expert Q&A sessions at facebook.

com/insidehistorymagazine
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It took me three 
years to find 

my father’s true 
identity. I am still 
searching for my 
mother’s family.

was also using their surname of Muir at the time. 
With regard to the bride, if she did not know  

her true identity then it would be reasonable to  
take the name of the people who brought her up.

It is hard to know at this stage what really 
happened and it is quite amazing that you have 
discovered as much as you have of their real 
identities. I assume that your clues have come  
from personal information within the families, in 
which case it may be hard to substantiate with  
other sources of information. Best of luck with  
your search! 

Shauna Hicks is the director of Shauna Hicks 
History Enterprises and has more than 35 years’ 
experience in Australian, English, Scottish,  
Irish and Norwegian research. 
Visit shaunahicks.com.au

holding back copies of Victorian legislation. 
State Library of Victoria (slv.vic.gov.au) would 

be the place to visit if you live in Melbourne. If you 
are outside Melbourne, they participate in the Ask 
a Librarian service which might be able to assist 
you in getting a copy of the relevant section of the 
Act. Your local library may also be able to assist via 
interlibrary loan.

However, as we know, even today some people 
do not always comply with government legislation 
and regulations and this was also probably true in 
1942. Plus it was in the middle of the Second World 
War and perhaps rules and regulations were not 
strictly enforced during those turbulent years. The 
fact that both parents were present may have also 
given credence to the wedding and the minister may 
not have questioned it closely. The true situation 
of both parties would not have been easy to explain 
and they may have simply opted for the least 
complicated explanation.

With regard to the bridegroom, perhaps he has 
given his aunt and uncle as his parents because he 
may have regarded them as his parents, rather than 
his biological parents. That may have been why he 
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Rough Medicine: Life and Death in the Age of Sail
Until 27 March 2015 Before the modern era of science  
and technology, medicine was a brutal but inevitable part  
of voyages to Australia. Rough Medicine at the South 
Australian Maritime Museum explores immigrant voyages  
by probing the letters and diaries of both passengers  
and surgeons, who were appointed to ships to ensure  
the safety and moral welfare of all on board.
Visit maritime.historysa.com.au



Left A coloured 
engraving of a  

23-year-old woman 
when healthy, and four 
hours before she died 
from cholera in 1821. 

Courtesy Wellcome 
Library, London.   
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Immigration and Shipping Records
12 November No matter where your 
family is from, sooner or later your 
family history research will take you  
to immigration records. The vast 
collections of State Records NSW 
includes many different types of 
shipping records up to 1922, including 
free arrivals, crew lists, military and 
convict records. Learn how to research 
and explore these archives during  
this seminar to be presented by  
John Cann at Tuggerah Library.
Email Michelle.Goldsmith@wyong.nsw.
gov.au or call 02 4350 1560 

Preserving Your Family History: 
Digital Media
20 November Digital gadgets allow  
us to capture moments of our family 
history more easily than ever before, 
but how can we make sure that the 
content remains accessible to future 
generations? Digital may not be forever 
and even records created in digital 
forms may deteriorate or become 
obsolete rapidly. As part of its  
Lifelong Learning series, the State 
Library of NSW is dedicating a two-hour 
seminar to the long-term care of digital 
media. It will focus on the vulnerability 
of digital formats and provide tips on 
preservation strategies for archiving 
your digital content. The cost is $30 
and bookings are essential.
Visit sl.nsw.gov.au/events

Hinton the Munificent Benefactor
Until 8 February Howard Hinton was an 
avid art collector who developed his 
collection to encourage artists and 
educate students and the public. 
In November, The New England 
Regional Art Museum (NERAM) in 
Armidale is launching its very first 
Hinton Catalogue. Covering Australian 
art from the 1880s to the 1940s, the collection is the 
only one of its kind in regional Australia and reflects 
Hinton’s love for Victorian travel paintings and the 
conventions of Australian landscape art.
Visit neram.com.au

NSW
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Above Learn to 
decipher immigration and 

shipping records at Tuggerah 
Library. Courtesy State 

Records NSW.
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Ancestors in Asylums: Why You Should Look! 
22 November Shauna Hicks’ interest in asylum 
records was sparked when she found out that some 
of her ancestors had spent time in mental asylums. If 
you have missing ancestors, asylum records may be 

a good place to start looking. During this seminar  
at the Genealogical Society of Queensland, 

Lag | Meta | Aus: Home in the Torres Strait
Until 24 December 2015 Up to 80 per cent of  
Torres Strait Islanders now live in mainland 
Australia, but they still associate the Torres  
Strait — all 200-plus islands and 48,000 square 
kilometres of it — with home, which may be 
translated variously as lag, meta or aus in  
the region’s three indigenous languages. This 
exhibition at the newly reopened Torres Strait 
Islander gallery in the National Museum of 
Australia features artworks, objects and stories 
that explore the history and culture from the Torres 
Straight, from its mythological past to the present.
Visit nma.gov.au

Spirited: Australia’s Horse Story
Until 9 March 2015 Phar Lap is the most famous 
horse in Australian history, but he is just one of many 
stories in the nation’s pony club. Spirited: Australia’s 
Horse Story uses film, sound and sculptural elements 
to trace how people and horses have helped build the 
Australian nation together. Featuring 500 historical 
artefacts and specially produced digital features,  
this exhibition at the National Museum of Australia 
will highlight Australia’s thoroughbred racing history 
and leading international equestrians. The cost  
is $7.50 for members, $12 for concession card 
holders and $15 for adults.
Visit nma.gov.au

ACT

Shauna will introduce you to the resources available 
and how to use them effectively. These asylum 
records may provide a wealth of genealogical 
information not usually found in government 
documents, such as patients’ physical descriptions 
and personal family details. Costs $10 for GSQ 
members and $15 for non members.
Visit gsq.org.au

Seminar with Lady Teviot
6 December Lady Teviot is the former president  
of the Federation of Family History Societies and  
is now a lifetime vice-president with a wealth of 
knowledge on British genealogy. During this seminar 
at Caloundra Family History Research Group, Lady 
Teviot will introduce discuss how family historians 
can research wills and administrations, as well 
as workhouses. The cost is $20 and includes 
welcome tea. RSVP by 27 November.
Visit caloundrafamilyhistory.org.au

Story of the Light Horse
Opens 15 December Situated in the remote town of 
Longreach, the Australian Stockman’s Hall of Fame 
and Outback Heritage Centre displays the rich  

history behind Australia’s explorers, stock workers, 
pastoralists, and Aborigines, as well as the 

historic challenges of life in the outback. In 
Story of the Light Horse, visitors will learn 

more about the mounted troops who served 
in the Second Boer War and World War I.

Visit outbackheritage.com.au 

QLD

Below Willsmere, the 
former asylum at Kew. 
Courtesy State Library 

of Victoria, ID 
H42871/129,
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SA
Behind the Scenes at the State  
Library of SA
3 December Unlike other Australian colonies, 
South Australia planned a library for public use  
even before settlement. The state library is  
a crucial part of South Australia’s heritage, and 
members of the general public have the opportunity 
to go on this behind the scenes tour of the heritage 
Mortlock Wing to see specialist staff working to 
preserve South Australia’s built history. You will  
also explore the contemporary Spence Wing and  
meet specialists at work in the Sound Studio.  
Free admission but bookings are essential.
Visit slsa.sa.gov.au

VIC
Researching the History of Your House
13 December Have you always wondered about  
the previous inhabitants of your house? This free 
seminar at the Emerald Hill Library and Heritage 
Centre will take you through the sources, such  
as street directories, council rate books and  
title office records, for researching the history  
of houses in Australia.
Visit heritage.portphillip.vic.gov.au 

Chinese Anzacs: Chinese-Australians  
and World War I
Until 19 December The Chinese Museum is located in 
Melbourne’s Chinatown and showcases the heritage 
and culture of Australia’s Chinese community. 
In the lead up to the centenary of World War I, the 
Chinese Museum has been researching the untold 
stories of Chinese-Australian war contributions both 
at home and abroad. This exhibition will present an 
alternative, community-centred commemoration 
of the First World War.
Visit chinesemuseum.com.au

Above Find out more about the history of 
your house at the State Library of Victoria this 
summer. Courtesy of State Library of Victoria, ID 
H99.218/22. Opposite 
to Tasmania’s Port Arthur, pictured here in c.1874. 
Courtesy State Library of Victoria, ID H18075.



Inside History   |  Nov-Dec 2014  |  23

WA
University of 
Western Australia 
Historical Society 
Tour: Art in 
Architecture
19 November The 
University of Western 
Australia is colloquially 
known as a sandstone 
university, but you don’t 
have to be a student  
to appreciate its 
architecture. In this 
tour led by heritage 
architect Ron Bodycoat, 
visitors will travel 
across the campus to learn about the artwork 
in the architectural buildings on campus.
Email Fran.Pesich@uwa.edu.au or SMS 0417 178 275

25th Anniversary of the Art Gallery 
of WA Foundation
Until 1 December Since its inception in 1989,  
the Foundation has helped the Art Gallery of Western 
Australia purchase over 4,500 works of art. 2014 
marks the 25th anniversary of the Foundation. To 
celebrate, the gallery will be showcasing 245 works 
acquired through the Foundation. The display 
includes a mix of historical, contemporary and 
Indigenous works such as Richard Bell’s Colour 
Theory, Ethel Spowers’ Swings and a selection  
of 18th-century porcelain items.
Visit artgallery.wa.gov.au

TASMANIA 
Tasmanian Tourist 
Guidebooks
4 December Port  
Arthur used to be  
a controversial tourist 
attraction in the  
19th and early 20th 
centuries. Up until 
World War II, tourism 
guidebooks publicising 
the site labelled  
it “beautiful” or,
alternatively, 
“macabre”. Marian 
Walker explores the 
fascinating history of 

tourism guidebooks in this public lecture at Allport 
Library. Historians may find that these guidebooks 
provide a wealth of information about past writers’ 
attitudes towards tourist sites such as Port Arthur.
Email ian.morrison@education.tas.gov.au 
or call 03 6165 5584

Sex Sells: The Anachronism 
of Colonial Prostitution
9 December The Tasmanian Historical Research 
Association regularly holds lectures for members to 
hear the latest findings of research into Tasmanian 
history and also to present papers on their own  
work. This month, Chris Leppard will present on the 
practice of prostitution in colonial Australia. The 
lecture is open both to members and non members.
Visit thra.org.au

“Frae the Land of Heather  
and Thistle They Roamed” 
26 November Scots have migrated all over the  
world and have often had a profound impact  
on the areas where they came to live. They have  
settled not only within the UK and Europe, but also  
in the US, Canada, Australia and New Zealand. As 
part of the family history lunchtime series at the 
Central Auckland Research Centre, family historian 
Marie Hickey will take a look at some of the varied 
places where Scottish communities settled along 
with the records that were generated as a result  
of the prolific Scottish diaspora. 
Visit aucklandlibraries.govt.nz

Entangled Islands: Samoa, New Zealand  
and the First World War
Until 15 March One of the landmark events of World 
War I’s Pacific theatre was the takeover of Samoa, 
then under German control, by New Zealand troops in 
August 1914. New Zealand’s military occupation and 
subsequent control of Samoa until 1962 has left  
a lasting impact on both nations. Entangled Islands, 
at the Auckland War Memorial Museum, is the first 
exhibition in a series about the New Zealand war 
experience. It tells the little-known stories from  
the shared histories of New Zealand and Samoa.  
Free admission with museum entry.
Visit aucklandmuseum.com
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Search years are  
now updated daily

Images courtesy of State Library of NSW

Family History Search  
is now updated daily  
so you can enter a  
new search range  
every day.

On 1 Novemberr 2014 
search to 31 October…

1914 Births

1984 Deaths

1964 Marriages

Start with us…

www.bdm.nsw.gov.au

Justice
Registry of Births
Deaths & Marriages



History        apps
Though hardly hallowed by the passing of time, these apps harness the latest 
technology to help you link with the past in informative and interesting ways.  

Nicole Cama and Claire Paterson roadtest four of the latest to see how they fare.

Inside History   |  Nov-Dec 2014  |  25

THE CITY OF  
FORKING PATHS
Free; iOS and  
Android compatible

CIRCA 1948
Free; iOS

STOREHOUSE VISUAL 
STORYTELLING
Free; iOS

ROUGH MEDICINE
Free; iOS

takes you on a twilight 
video tour of the historic 
streets and hidden 
corners of Sydney’s The 
Rocks. Best experienced 
onsite, The City of 
Forking Paths launches 
you on a mesmerising 

narration blurs the line 
between imagination and 
reality, past and present, 
as she leads you along 
Nurse’s Walk and the 
archaeological ruins of 
colonial settlement. 

Through her footage 
and the physical spaces, 
you experience sights 
and sounds both virtual 
and existent and her 
stories reveal how spaces 
can contain layers 
of meaning. You are 
supposed to wonder what 
is real and imagined, as 
you fall into an intriguing 
rabbit hole of discovery.     

‘The trip to the past is 
a glimpse at the future.’ 

This quote graces 
the screen and 
entices you in to this 
fascinating historically 
based immersive app. 
Circa 1948 transports 
you back in time to 
postwar Vancouver, 
Canada, and recreates 
two communities that 
no longer exist in the 
present day. 

The communities 
were reconstructed 
from historical records 
and users are able 
to freely explore the 
laneways and buildings 
while stumbling across 
‘apparitions’, or ghosts 
from the past. Circa 1948 
takes history to another 
level, blending historical 

style narrative. As the 
website states: ‘History 
will not be silent.’

In an intensely  
connected world 
saturated by a variety 
of messages online, 

 
a tool to document your 
stories as they happen 
all from the ease of your 
mobile or tablet device. 
You can register via 
email or social media 
and the sleek interface 
design makes the app 
easy to use and beautiful 
to navigate. 

Akin to blogging 
except in mobile form, 
Storehouse demonstrates 
how the key to 
storytelling is not just  
the process of telling 
stories, but also 
connecting people 
through the stories 
they tell. Imagine the 
possibilities for creating 
and sharing your own 
stories from the past.

To be used in conjunction 
with viewing the Rough 
Medicine: Life & Death in 
the Age of Sail exhibition 
at the South Australian 
Maritime Museum, this 
app is a macabre game 
where the user plays the 
role of the ship’s surgeon. 

You will be charged 
with treating a range of 

various passengers using 
only the crude tools 
and ‘cures’ available. A 
thermometer charts your 
success in applying the 
correct remedy, deeming 
you a ‘star’ or ‘sloppy’ 
surgeon. The game 
works by holding your 
device next to a target 
object in the exhibition. 
This is done by enabling 
‘iBeacon’ through the 
app. Although a little 
technical in its setup, this 
app is a great addition to 
the fascinating exhibition.

mobile genie
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Ancestry
  Birmingham, England, Rate Books, 1831–1913
  Find A Grave Index, Australia and New Zealand, 

from 1800s
  Find A Grave Index, UK and Ireland, from 1300s
  Irish Marriages in Walker’s Hibernian 

Magazine, 1771–1812
  King’s Bench and Fleet Prison Discharge Books 

and Prisoner Lists, 1734–1862
  Liverpool England Crew Lists, 1861–1919
  New South Wales Land Grants, 1788–1963
  New South Wales Registers of Seamen,  

1859–1936
  Scotland Prison Records Index, 1828–78
  1891 Wales Census

Visit ancestry.com.au

Findmypast
  Cheshire, Sheffield and North West Kent 

Baptism and Burial Registers, 1683–1850
  London Apprencticeship Abstracts, 1442–1859
  National School Admission Registers, 1870–1914
  Somerset and Dorset Notes and Queries,  

1890–1980
  Somerset Electoral Registers, 1832–1914
  South Australia Heroes of the Great War 

Chronicle Newspaper Index, 1915–19
  Surrey, Middlesex and Eastbourne Marriage and 

Burial Records, 1500–1841
  Victoria Passenger Lists, inbound (1839–1923) 

and outbound (1852–1915)
  World War One British Army Medal Index Cards
  Yorkshire Baptism, Marriage and Burial 

Records, 1538–1989
Visit findmypast.com.au

 
The Genealogist 

  Casualty List of wounded servicemen  
from World War I 

  The Distinguished Conduct Medal Collection, 
Second Boer War and World War I,  
1898–1902, 1914–23

Visit thegenealogist.co.uk

Free Resources
Archives New Zealand
  Alexander Mee’s service file, 1917
  Original suffrage petition, 1893

Visit archives.govt.nz

British Pathé
  Scotland: The Heritage Collection — films  

on 20th century reporting on Scotland
  Britain Joins World War II — films from  

British Pathé archive
Visit britishpathe.wordpress.com

From-Ireland.net
  Aughnahoy Graveyard Records, Co. Antrim 
  Balieysmill Graveyard Records, Co. Down 
  Ballygurrim Graveyard Records, Co. Kilkenny 
  Ballyphillip and Portaferry Baptism Records,  

Co. Down, 1853 
  Baptism Records, Athleague, Co. Roscommon, 

1838–40
  Baptism Records, Ballygalget, Co. Down, 1852
  Baptism Records, Boyle, Co. Roscommon, 1838 
  Baptism Records, Clontusket, Co. Galway, 1827  

new online?
Billions of records at your fingertips. Millions more  

added every month. The only downside to the exciting,  

ever-expanding wealth of digital history resources is that it 

can be tricky to keep tabs on recent additions. Pristine Ong 

and Nicole Cama discover the latest collections available 

online to keep you up to speed!
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  Baptism Records, Fohenagh, Co. Galway, 1827 
  Baptism Records, Killukin and Killumod 

(Croghan), Co. Roscommon
  Baptism Records, Oughterard,  

Co. Galway, 1820s
  Baptism Records, St Michaels’ Parish,  

Co. Limerick, 1845–54 
  Carlow Town District Death Records, Co. Carlow
  Marriage Records, Oranmore, Co. Galway,  

1833–37 
Visit from-ireland.net

Geelong and District Database
  Ocean Grove Land Titles database updates
  Geelong District: Nurses from the Victoria 

Government Gazette, 1952–56 
  Geelong Infirmary and Benevolent Asylum 

Annual Report, 1898 
  Lemnos 1915 — A nursing odyssey to Gallipoli
  Linton Cemetery Notes

Visit geelonganddistrict.com

Irish Genealogical 
Research Society
  Various Early Marriage Index updates

Visit irishancestors.ie

National Library of Scotland
  Early maps of Scotland and Edinburgh,  

1639-1936
  Ordnance Survey, National Grid maps 

(Edinburgh environs), 1940s–1960s
Visit maps.nls.uk

Operation War Diary
  Indian Infantry Unit War Diaries, 1914–18

Visit operationwardiary.org

Public Record Office Victoria
  Sister Saunders’ Scrapbook, Royal  

Children’s Hospital, 1960s
Visit prov.vic.gov.au

Queensland State Archives
  Aboriginal War Census Returns Index, 1915–16
  Moreton Bay Convict Records, 1824–42

Visit archives.qld.gov.au 

Trove
  The Gloucester Advocate, NSW, 1905–54
  Mudgee Guardian and North-Western 

Representative, NSW, 1899, 1900, 1914–15,  
1918–20, 1942, 1944–54

  The Murrumbidgee Irrigator, NSW, 1927–29, 
1948–50

  National Advocate, NSW, 1893–99,  
1900–01, 1903

  The Newcastle Sun, NSW, 1944–45
  The Scone Advocate, NSW, 1894, 1901–03,  

1909–12, 1919–20
  The Age, Vic., 1865, 1916–19, 1924–25
  Benalla Standard, Vic., 1906, 1908, 1912
  Stock and Land, Vic., 1914–16
  Walhalla Chronicle and Moondarra Advertiser, 

Vic., 1914–15
  Woomelang Sun and Lascelles and Ouyen 

Advocate, Vic., 1914–16
  Goomalling-Dowerin Mail, WA, 1916–22
  Great Southern Leader, WA, 1916–17, 1924
  The Midlands Advertiser, WA, 1915, 1917–23
  Mount Magnet Miner and Lennonville  

Leader, WA, 1903–04
  Northam Courier, WA, 1909–10
  Wickepin Argus, WA, 1921–22

Visit trove.nla.gov.au for more titles
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footsteps of your

Irish ancestors

Like us on
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Discount for tours
booked before

31st January 2015

Quote code: Celtic Life10%

Family Genealogy
Tours designed

exclusively for you 

Fantastic success rate
of finding your

Family Townsland

• Full Genealogy Research

• Private Luxury Heritage Tours

• Visit your Ancestral Townland &

National Heritage sites

T: +353 1 6890 231
M: +353 86 7878 892

www.myirelandheritage.com
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In the early years of the 20th century, thousands plagued by 

unemployment sought government support to leave England for 

Australia under the Unemployed Workmen Act. Jane Stephenson 

explains this little-known part of our immigration history.

Left The Coughlan family, taken after their migration 
in 1912. Below A promotional postcard of the Otway, 

which carried the family from London to Adelaide.

In search of 

pastures
greener



IN HIS LETTER to the British Army 
administration, my grandfather, Michael 

Coughlan, gives notice of his intention to 
transport his young family to the other side of 
the world. To me, desperation is evident in the 
ungrammatical stream of old-school script. It reads:

To the Officer in charge of records,
Dear Sir
I beg to ask leave to proceed to Australia with 
my wife and children to work there having the 
opportunity to sail on Friday next the notice 
being so short is because another family has 
dropped out and I am going out under the 
unemployed (government) emigration act and as 
I have been out of work some considerable time 
and if I do not go on Friday it may be months 
before I have another chance and having a wife 
and children dependent on me I trust you will 
grant me leave to go so that I may be able to sail 
on Friday. I beg to remain your obedient
No 7384 Pte M. Coughlan 1st East Surrey regt. 
My service expires 23/5/14.

His letter met with success. On a spring day in 1912, 
Michael, his wife, Ellen Coughlan, and their three 
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children boarded a steamship moored on the Thames 
to start the 35-day, 12,759-mile voyage to Adelaide. 

Michael miscited the UK law under which he was 
able to emigrate. The Act which made his voyage to 
Australia possible was the Unemployed Workmen Act 
1905 (UWA); a contentious piece of legislation passed 
by the skin of its teeth in the last hours of the 1905 
parliamentary session after much (apparently rowdy) 
debate in the House of Commons, a large amount of 
newsprint published around the country, and several 
serious marches and demonstrations around the UK.

Unemployment had been a disturbing issue in 
England for some time and had increased sharply  
in 1904–05. Bodies, dead from malnutrition, disease 
and cold, were a frequent sight on the streets of 
London on winter mornings. Keir Hardie, the 
firebrand socialist and Labour MP for Merthyr Tydfil, 
backed the Unemployed Workmen Bill in the 1905 
House of Commons debates with emotive language:

When they [Members of the House of Commons] 
realised what want of employment for weeks 
and months meant to men, women and 
children, not only in the present but in the 
future, surely Honourable Members should 
waive all preconceived theories spun out of the 
imagination of men who have been dead and 
gone hundreds of years. He, [Keir Hardie] at 
any rate, would not take responsibility, by act, 
word or vote, of doing anything to hinder the 
passage of the Bill into law. If no provision 
were made for the coming winter, the cursings 
and groanings of the hungry and the dying, the 
despairing and the suicides, might well embitter 
the lives of those who were responsible should 
they succeed in wrecking the Bill.

The UWA gave statutory recognition to a system 
of employment relief by government that included 
assistance to emigrate. Most of the debate and 
the practical thrust of the UWA concerned the 
funding of local government to employ out-of-work 
people locally. At the time the Act was adopted, the 
emigration provisions seemed a far less significant 
remedy. This situation changed over time; the 1911 
Annual Report of the organisation that administered 
the UWA — the Central Unemployed Body (CUB) — 
reported that ‘…emigration is the most useful part of 
the Act and it attracts the best class of applicant.’

Of course Australia was not the only emigration 
destination under the UWA system. Canada had 
taken thousands of applicants between 1906 and 
1908, but severe restrictions on immigration imposed 
by the Canadian government in 1908 pushed the 
more expensive options, Australia and New Zealand, 
into focus. At the time, Australia as a nation had no 
coherent immigration policy and into this set 



of circumstances stepped the British Immigration 
League of Australia, a voluntary body established 
in 1907 to promote emigration from Britain. The 
League set up close and consistent ties with the CUB, 
and between 1908 and 1914 around 7,000 men, 
women and children migrated to Australia under the 
UWA system. Most of these migrants went to South 
Australia, New South Wales and Queensland.

Assistance to emigrate under the UWA was 
essentially a loan for which a guarantor was required. 
This was a deliberate measure to try and limit 
applicants to those who could demonstrate back-
up security. Applicants applied to local ‘distress 
committees’ set up in all 29 London boroughs and 
throughout the country. In a May 1912 article in The 
Mail (Adelaide) the Honorary Secretary of the League 
in South Australia expanded on the selection process 
exercised by the distress committees in London: 

Their enquiries go back four or five years. In the 
case of married couples strict enquiries are made 
in the locality where they have been residing and 
when there are children information is sought 
from the school where they have been attending. 
The information thus obtained is referred to two 
or three special committees before final selection 
is made. The passage money is advanced by the 
London office and the immigrants are given 18 
months to two years to repay it in half-yearly 
installments, but in every case the repayment 
of the passage money must be guaranteed by 
someone of standing in London.

Michael Coughlan had been a blacksmith with the 
Royal Engineers, had transferred to the Army reserve 
in 1905, married in 1906, and in late 1911 or early 
1912 had applied successfully to the Camberwell 
Distress Committee for a loan to emigrate.
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The UWA system created a bureaucracy awash 
with various committee reports, minutes and 
correspondence documenting the decisions of 
officialdom and individuals to make one big change in 
their lives — to emigrate. In the London Metropolitan 
Archives is a microfilm copy of a document which 
helps put colour and the detail of real lives into the 
UWA picture: The Sailing Register, 1912–1914. 
Michael is one of many listed under the Camberwell 
Distress Committee in this register; he and his family 
were going to Adelaide. Michael was allocated a total 
of £63.13.6: £4.8.6 for the cost of outfit, £48 for the 
cost of passage and £11.5 allocated as ‘landing money’. 

While reading the evidence given in a Royal 
Commission and The Mail article regarding the 
selection process in London, I got an impression of 
an overly positive ‘talking-up’ of the whole scheme. 
The truth may well have been less salutary; there are 
a number of contemporary Australian newspaper 
articles concerning both dissatisfied migrants and 
dissatisfied employers. In any case, Michael, his 
family, and many other British people were able 
to travel to a new life in Australia due to a liberal-
leaning law and a well-organised voluntary body 
in Australia. However, none of it could have come 
about without a partnership of sorts with the steamer 
shipping lines. Two major shipping companies, The 
Peninsula and Orient Steam Navigation Company 
(P&O) and the Orient Steam Navigation Company 
shared the Australian government mail contract 
and both of the companies had a close relationship 
with the CUB. Each company had a ship leaving 
for Australia every two weeks resulting in a weekly 
delivery of mail to Australia from the UK and 
vice versa. The 1912 CUB Emigration Committee 
minutes reveal evidence of pressure put on shipping 
companies by the CUB as the demand created under 
the UWA system grew:

Top Heartfelt 
letter to army 

authorities 
asking for 

permission 
to migrate to 

Australia.  



Inside History   |  Nov-Dec 2014  |  33

Mr Russell reported that he had booked from the 
Orient Company 100 additional berths on their 
steamers sailing on the 24th May [Michael and 
his family sailed on this date] and 7th June, and 
125 berths on the P. & O. Branch Line Steamer 
sailing on the 13th June and that he had also 
made arrangements that these companies would 
make every endeavour to dispose of such berths 
as the Central Body were able to utilise.

The push for extra berths was acknowledged by 
the Chairman of the Orient Steamship Navigation 
Company, Frederick Green, at the company’s 
Annual General Meeting in London, as reported in 
The Register (Adelaide) in January 1912:

Lately the emigrant trade has shown a healthy 
— indeed, at times, embarrassing capacity for 
expansion… The Orient Line had increased its 
capacity for carrying third-class passengers 
84% above what they had two or three years 
ago and other companies had shown similar 
growth... the rapid growth in the emigrant trade 
to Australia had been sudden and unexpected.

Michael and his family sailed on the Otway, an 
Orient Steam Navigation Company steamer built in 
Glasgow and launched in 1909. It was the second 
of five sister ships (Orsova, Osterley, Otranto and 
Orvieto) built to ply the oceans between the UK and 

Above Michael believed emigrating would give his family 
a better start in life. Images courtesy Jane Stephenson.

Australia and New Zealand. Along with them in third 
class was a 29-year-old butcher from the Midlands 
called Daniel Bates, who wrote an engaging and 
complete account of the voyage in the form of a diary 
that is now held by the State Library of Queensland.

Daniel conveys the bittersweet feelings of  
leaving a beloved country and family and friends  
for a new adventure and a new life:

Sisters and brothers are about to part, now also 
parents and children and then there are others, 
‘sweethearts’. How wistfully they look at each 
other, they do not speak, just a silent pressure  
of the hand and a smile which isn’t a smile… It 
was 1.50pm when the tug pulled us round and 
now we are off down the Thames. Everyone  
has their overcoats on for it is very cold, but we 
walk about and talk to each other and so pass 
the time away. Towards evening, and after  
a good tea which puts one in a good humour,  
we watch the receding shore.

And so they were on their way. The Otway stopped 
at Gibraltar, Toulon, Naples, Taranto, Port Said  
and Colombo before reaching Fremantle — an  
eye-opening journey for anyone.

The steamer docked at Outer Harbour near 
Adelaide on the morning of Saturday 29 June 1912. 
Daniel describes the scene: ‘Crowds of people were 
waiting on the landing stage and as we came 
alongside friends were shouting to each other, the 
noise was deafening.’

Most passengers disembarking were emigrating, 
but not all under the UWA. A July 1912 item in The 
Advertiser (Adelaide) gives the total arrivals settled 
by the League under the UWA system in June 1912 as 
86. Later official evidence declares that all were met 
at Outer Harbour and escorted to lodgings by League 
appointees. Accommodation and meals had been paid 
up for the few days before arranged jobs were begun.

Was Australia the promised land for the family? 
From this distance there is no clarity as Michael’s 
untimely death in 1916, probably of meningitis, led 
to a fracturing of the family. I do know their lives 
were marked with adversity and high drama. They 
lived in the Bowden area for some years and had 
two more children (my mother, Alice, and aunty 
Mary). Michael joined the Australian Builders 
Labourers Federation and gave ‘labourer’ as his 
occupation for electoral roll records. He lost no 
time when war was declared in Europe on 4 August 
1914, joining the 10th Battalion AIF and sailing 
with the first great convoy of ships from Australia 
towards England before being diverted to Egypt. 
At 4.30am on the morning of 25 April 1915 Michael 
was in one of the first Anzac units to come ashore  
at Gallipoli. And that is a whole other story. 



your family

Ringlets, coils, loops and rolls — Jayne Shrimpton examines the 

evolution of women’s locks, from exuberant coiffures in  

the 1800s to the smooth post-war waves of the 1940s,  

revealing how to read your ancestor’s tresses.
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A hundred years of hairstyles

Clockwise from top left An Australian 
carte de visite from c.1869 shows 
the hair drawn away from the face, 
encouraging pendant earrings. 
Courtesy Vicki Hilder; Exuberant 
coiffures of the early 1870s echoed 
the decorative fashions of the era. 
Plaited sections were common, 
while false tresses added extra bulk. 
Courtesy James Morley; Smooth 
hairstyles incorporated neat coils 
of hair wound about the top of the 
head, a style that complemented 
the tall hats of c.1885–90; A 
fringe or frizzed front hair was 
worn with a bun behind the head, 
as seen in this image from 1895 
of a domestic servant on her 21st 
birthday. Courtesy Kat Williams; An 
alternative fashion in the mid to late 
1880s was for a short fringe. Some 
may even have worn short hair.

Hair apparent: 
c.1869

Early 1870s

1885–90

Mid to late 1880s

1895
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plaits wound around the head or combined  
a high-piled chignon with long plaited tresses or 
massed ringlets — feminine styles that also inspired 
the wearing of flowers, ornate combs and other  
hair ornaments, especially for formal occasions. 

Always quick to ridicule and exaggerate female 
fashions, the popular press had a field day with 
Punch cartoonists depicting women bent almost 
double under the sheer bulk and weight of their 
hair. Indeed some of the more complex creations 
relied on large amounts of false hair and  
required assistance from maids, relatives or  
a skilled hairdresser. Historically most professional 
hairdressers were men, but by the 1870s increased 
demand meant more female wig makers and hair 

artists were offering their services, their 
salons often catering specifically  

for women and children.
As fashionable dress eventually 

shed its exuberance, becoming 
plainer and more slender by the 
late 1870s, so hairstyles grew 
correspondingly moderate, the 
hair often centrally parted, 
drawn smoothly off the face and 
secured behind into a modest 
bun. Dress was extremely 
narrow and sheath-like in the 
early 1880s, but the projecting 
bustle returned to skirts in 

1883–84. As the silhouette 
changed, so the chignon grew 

higher again. A popular style in 
about 1885–90 was upswept hair 

arranged into dainty coils on top 
of the head and this perfectly suited 

the tall-crowned hats of these years. 
Simultaneously, a variation on the smooth  

styles of the era also evolved — a short waved  
or curled fringe, popular with the younger 
generation from the late 1870s and even with  
some fashion-conscious ladies of middling age. 

By the 1880s sometimes the front hair was cut 
very short around the face, giving an unexpectedly 
boyish effect, and occasionally photographs seem 
to depict short hair, suggesting that a few daring or 
unconventional young women may have had their 
hair cut short for a brief period. A soft short fringe  
or curled front hair remained popular into the 1890s, 
generally worn with a prominent chignon behind  
the head. From the mid 1890s onwards, hair  
grew softer and fuller, being frizzed and waved 

A NALYSING FASHION clues offers one 
of the most accurate methods of dating 
old family photographs. In our previous 

issue we examined the evolution of millinery, 
also noting in passing how changing hairstyles 
influenced the style of bonnets and hats worn 
at different times. This issue we explore female 
hairdressing trends of the mid 19th to mid 20th 
centuries, demonstrating the main coiffures that 
were in vogue over the decades. Hair has always 
been an important aspect of a woman’s appearance 
and hairstyles are especially sensitive to fashion, 
so recognising past modes is a highly effective  
way of determining a realistic timeframe for  
even the most baffling of photographs.

Although photography became established 
during the 1840s, few family historians 
possess photographs dating from 
before the 1850s or 1860s when 
photographic portraiture gained 
mass appeal. Throughout 
the 1850s to early 1860s, a 
woman’s long hair was usually 
centrally-parted and the length 
drawn down smoothly over 
the ears into loops, or a low 
chignon behind the neck — a 
neat, modest Madonna-like 
style that seemed to express 
contemporary ideals of early-
Victorian womanhood. This was 
the primary mode of the mid 19th 
century, as seen in our earliest 
surviving photographs, although 
some elderly ladies retained the tightly 
curled ringlets that had been popular  
in their youth, and these outmoded styles 
may occur in images of elderly ancestors.

During the 1860s the pace of fashion was 
accelerating and the expanding middle classes 
spent more money on stylish articles that would 
demonstrate their good taste, growing affluence 
and enviable status — a phenomenon described by 
some historians as ‘conspicuous consumption.’ The 
demure hairstyles of the 1850s began to reflect the 
new extravagance, becoming more eye-catching 
by the mid 1860s. Increasingly the hair was drawn 
away from the face and the bun or chignon rose 
higher behind the head, revealing a woman’s ears 
for the first time in decades and encouraging  
a fashion for long pendant earrings. As garments 
grew more elaborate and jewellery more profuse, so 
female coiffures became increasingly 
ornate, this trend reaching a climax 
between the end of the 1860s and 
mid 1870s. At this time fashionable 
hairstyles often incorporated thick 

c.1899–1903

Above This cabinet print shows the soft upswept hairstyles of the turn 
of the century. The little ‘cottage loaf’ knot on top of the head seen 
here was most popular c.1899–1903. Courtesy Jayne Shrimpton.
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the hair (1882) and Compton’s electric curling  
tong heater (c.1891). 

Women’s hairstyles changed regularly to follow 
fashion during the early 20th century. Luxuriant 
hair was essential to the female image during the 
Edwardian era, a voluptuous femininity being the 
fashionable ideal. To complement the curvaceous, 
statuesque figure admired in the early 1900s, 
full, high-piled hairstyles were in vogue. The hair 
around the face was puffed out and often built  
up over pads that were inserted along the front  
of the head, while the back hair was drawn up  
and supported by combs or pinned in place. The 
pads used to create a soft, voluminous coiffure  
were known as ‘rats’ and were usually rolls of 
horse-hair or the wearer’s own hair, salvaged  
from her hairbrush. At the beginning of the century 
sometimes a very small, round bun was worn on 
top of the head, a look often referred to as the 
‘cottage loaf’ or the ‘teapot handle’ style. Fullness 
of hair was also achieved by new applied waving 
techniques using heated hair tongs. 

By 1908–09 many fashionable young women 
no longer wore their hair drawn up full above the 
forehead but created a centre- or side-parting and 
styled the length into two puffs above the temples 

to produce bulk, and echoing the full, puffed sleeves 
and wide-brimmed hats of the end of the century. 

Essentially female hair remained long 
throughout the Victorian era. A daughter’s hair 
was grown long from birth and she wore it loose 
or partially tied back until she ‘came of age’ at 
around 15 to 18 (often at 16 or 17) and put the full 
length of her hair into an adult chignon. It was not 
very expensive to change a hairstyle regularly so, 
aside from elderly matrons who often wore wigs 
or retained outmoded styles, even our working-
class ancestors were able to keep abreast of 
new hairdressing trends. With a few exceptions 
including the actress Ellen Terry and the author 
E Nesbit, who were known to favour short hair, 
and those compelled to have their hair cut through 
illness, long tresses were much preferred. 

A woman’s hair was her crowning glory 
and length and thickness were much admired. 
Advertisements from the 1880s and 1890s for hair 
lotions and preparations depicted ladies brushing 
glorious rippling locks and there was a significant 
vogue for collectable photographs of models 
displaying extraordinarily long hair that reached  
to their knees or even ankles. 

Fashionable female hairstyles were also aided 
by conventional curling rags or 
by new types of heated hair 
irons that were being 
developed. Late-19th 
century inventions 
included Francois 

Marcel’s early 
hair waving tongs 
that were heated 
over a gas burner 
(1872), heated 
balls for styling 

1912

1920s

Early to 
mid 1930s

Late 1920s and 
early 1930s

Left to right Before World War I the fashion was for parted hair 
drawn up into two thick swathes above the temples, as in this 

postcard photo. Courtesy Kat Williams; A battle raged between 
long and short hair during the 1920s, a popular style the 

‘kiss curl’ formed from short side hair, while the longer 
back hair was pinned up. Courtesy Wikimedia Commons; 
For females who preferred traditional long hair in this era, 
plaits coiled and pinned around the ears in the ‘earphones’ 
style was popular. Courtesy Kat Williams; Short waved 
hair became fashionable during the early to mid 1930s. 
Courtesy Kat Williams.
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— a distinctive mode that helps to date our late-
Edwardian and pre-World War I photographs. The 
two swathes of hair can appear very pronounced 
about 1909–1913, for sometimes a frame was used 
to create the fashionable shape and protect the 
hairstyle from the pressure of hats. However, the 
main trend prior to the war, reflecting a growing 
preference for a plainer, less cluttered image, 
was for hair to be styled more naturally, the sides 
pinned up loosely and the back secured in a bun. 

This era was marked by a rise in suffragette 
activity in Britain, and it is interesting to note 
that members of the Women’s Social and Political 
Union took care to present a suitably feminine and 
conventional public appearance adding an air of 
respectability to their cause. Unused to the rough 
treatment they often experienced at rallies, some 
suffragettes later recalled in diaries and letters 
their loss of dignity and embarrassment when their 
hats slipped sideways and long hair tumbled down, 
scattering hairpins on the pavement. 

World War I and its aftermath had an enormous 
impact on women’s fashion. By about 1916 young 
women were doing essential war work, wearing 
masculine overalls and protective caps and hairnets 
with some female workers cutting their hair into 
short soft bobs. This practical but bold move struck 
many contemporaries as emblematic of female 
emancipation and gradually as more women chose 
short hair, during the 1920s bobbed hair became 
synonymous with the modern, enlightened post-war 
woman. Sometimes only the side sections of hair 
were cut short and wound into a ‘kiss curl’ against 
the cheek, the back hair then coiled into a bun or 
pinned up around the nape of the neck. 

In fashionable circles, however, short styles were 
all the rage: for example, the controversial ‘shingle’ 
was a razor-cut style immortalised by Michael 

Arlen in his best-selling novel, The Green Hat 
(1923) in which his feisty heroine, Iris Storm, had 
thick and tawny hair like a boy’s, swept back from 
her forehead and worn very short at the back. 

Late 1930s to 
early 1940s

Left This is 
thought to 
have been a 
publicity shot 
for an ancestor 
who was a 
professional 
dancer. Her 
glamorous 
curled hairstyle 
is typical of 
the end of the 
1930s and early 
1940s. Courtesy 
Alan Fraser.
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A hybrid cut known as the ‘bingle’ then enjoyed a 
brief vogue, before the severe ‘Eton crop’ appeared 
c.1926, the hair slicked skull-like to the head, 
as worn for example by the singer and dancer, 
Josephine Baker. These were extreme fashions, 
however; older and more conservative women 
preferred traditional long tresses. 

Daughters battled with their parents over their 
hair and by the late 1920s, a fashionable alternative 
to the bob were long plaits of hair wound around 
the ears. In her memoirs, Dorothy Scannell 
described this style: ‘…a plaited circle over each 
ear called earphones. Ever after I lived in a more 
muffled world…. To keep my unruly earphones 
from falling down I was forced to use packets of 
hair pins and my ears became almost permanently 
doubled over as ledges for my plaited coils.’

By the turn of the 1930s many women had 
adopted the fashion for short waved hair, as seen in 
the beautiful head and shoulder studio portraits in 

our family collections that are typical of the 1920s 
to 1940s. As shimmering, Hollywood movie-star 
style came to dominate the inter-war era, a soft, 
glistening, feminine look for the hair was admired, 
most middle-class women having their hair set once 
a week at the hairdressers and ‘permed’ perhaps 
every three months. 

Various complex and potentially dangerous 
professional systems using chemicals and tubular 
metal curlers heated by electricity were devised 
around this time for creating a permanent wave. 
More manageable Marcel irons, used in conjunction 
with a comb, were especially popular. Initially they 
came in four sizes of iron but an adjustable iron 
was developed c.1933. In 1938, Arnold F Willatt 
invented the cold wave, which required  
no machines or heat and turned out to be  
the precursor of the modern perm. 

By the late 1930s fashion favoured longer, neck- 
or shoulder-length hair and this trend continued 

to the 1940s, long curled or waved hair 
becoming symbolic of 1940s glamour. During 
World War II women serving in uniform 
officially had to keep their hair off their 
collar, but civilians often wore theirs longer, 
emulating their favourite movie stars. 

As clothing grew increasingly scarce due to 
rationing and dress became plainer and more 
uniform following the government’s austerity 
measures, glorious hair became an important 
feminine attribute and one that was still 
attainable. Waved and curled, the front hair 
was pinned or rolled back off the forehead 
and temples, the length curled under or 
left looser, softly framing the face. Specific 
styles also became fashionable, most notable 
perhaps the patriotic ‘Victory roll’, named 
after an aircraft manoeuvre announcing the 
shooting down of an enemy plane. 

Despite wartime shortages of hair 
accessories such as curlers, nets, pins, 
shampoo and setting lotions, carefully styled 
1940s coiffures helped to offset shortfalls 
in other areas of dress and enabled women 
to feel attractive and alluring, maintaining 
female morale throughout the war and the 
ensuing years of deprivation. Eventually 
shorter waved or curled hair became 
fashionable around the turn of the 1950s, 
ushering in a new, more modern age. 

Late 1940s

Left Long, soft waved or curled hairstyles framing 
the face were fashionable with young women during 
and after World War II, as seen in this studio portrait. 
Courtesy Jayne Shrimpton.
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A USTRALIA AND New Zealand have a strong 
tradition of remembering and honouring 
those who served and died during times  

of war. While many of us pause at 11am on 11 
November for a moment’s silence, some  
families remember in other ways. 

In the 1920s, my grandmother’s family would 
give the middle name ‘Rosemary’ to daughters born 
in that decade as a mark of respect to a relative who 
had died at the Battle of Messines in 1917. A herb 
symbolising remembrance, the name and the story 
surrounding rosemary helped ensure their sacrifice 
would never be forgotten. Consequently, our branch 
of the family grew up with a strong and deep 
connection to remembrance, service and loss.

My grandmother, born in 1884, had 77 first 
cousins and many of them either served or had 
children who served during World War I. One of 
her cousins was Frank Uther, known as Bill, the 
youngest son of Harry and Carrie Uther (née 
Marks). Frank died of his wounds at the Battle of 
Passchendaele on 18 October 1917, the last of this 
large extended family to die during the war. His 
memorial is located at Ypres Reservoir Cemetery in 
Belgium and his gravestone reads, ‘Ever thy name 
shall be gallant and bright’, words chosen by his 
father. His comrades made a temporary homage to 
Frank, a wooden cross bearing the inscription: 

Gnr F Uther
Homebush NSW
Died of wounds
Erected by his comrades
26th Bty
AIF
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By digging up the past, genealogist 

Michelle Patient traces a story about 

family remembrances, an amazing find 

and the thoughtfulness of strangers.

Above The wooden cross 
erected by Frank Uther’s 

comrades after he died at the 
battle of Passchendaele in 

1917. Courtesy Australian War 
Memorial, ID P05136.012. 

Oppsite Frank’s ‘Dead 
Man’s Penny’, also called 

a Memorial Plaque, was 
discovered buried in a  
garden in the Sydney  
suburb of Denistone.  
Courtesy Ben Mercer. 

Dead men 
tell tales 
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Sadly in 1968, during the funeral of Frank’s 
sister, the family home in Sydney was ransacked, 
and photographs and other family memorabilia 
were lost. The only remnant of Frank’s life the 
family has been able to find is a grave marker 
photograph held by the Australian War Memorial. 

Imagine my family’s surprise when we were 
contacted by Kim Phillips from the Ryde Historical 
Society, who was trying to find the closest living 
relative of Frank Uther and had ‘something of 
interest’. Kim spoke about the Spirits of Gallipoli 
project, her efforts contacting the descendants 
of Gordon Arthurvael Uther (Frank’s second 
cousin) and navigating the many family trees  
online to verify my connection with the Uther 
family. Finally, she told me a family in Denistone, 
in north Sydney, had found Frank’s ‘Dead Man’s 
Penny’ in their garden and had contacted the 
society for help in finding any living relatives.

Stephen Byrnes, who discovered my family’s 
precious heirloom, describes the moment he 
realised the significance of the penny:

I was digging a hole for a fence post in my back 
yard. About 400-500mm down, my spade hit 
something hard. At first I thought it was a brick, 
but as I dragged the spade across it to find the 
edges, I saw that it was round. I was relieved 
to see that it was only thin and I levered it up 
easily. At that point it looked like the lid off  
a tin of green paint. I cleaned it up a bit with  
my fingers and could make out the inscription 
and the name Frank Uther. Unfortunately  
I had scratched the face of it quite badly with 
the spade. I took it inside and cleaned it up a bit 
more with vinegar. I asked my son to Google it 
and find out what it was. Before long he found a 
reference to Frank’s World War I service records 
and his death at the Battle of Passchendaele.

Above Frank’s memorial lies at Rookwood Cemetery  
in Sydney’s west. Courtesy Michelle Patient. 
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I had heard about Memorial Scrolls and Widows’ 
and Mothers’ Badges and had seen a few over the 
years, but I could not recall the meaning behind 
the Dead Man’s Penny. Acknowledgement of war 
service has historically come in many forms and 
many of us would be familiar with the various 
medals awarded to those who have served, a full 
list of which can be found via the Department of 
Defence (defence.gov.au). There were six main 
medals acknowledging those who served during 
World War I — 1914 Star, 1914–15 Star, British War 
Medal 1914–20, Mercantile Marine Medal, Victory 
Medal and Anzac Commemorative Medallion.

But what is a Dead Man’s Penny? Officially 
referred to as a Memorial Plaque, they were issued 
to the next of kin of all British and Empire service 
personnel who were killed during the war. Around 
1,355,000 were issued from the early 1920s until 
1930. Interestingly, in Australia the medals were 
not always well received; some returned them 
claiming that their loved ones were worth more 
than an old penny.

My grandmother’s story had sad beginnings. 
When she was just five years old, Frank’s parents 
had taken her and her family into their home in 
Homebush, in Sydney’s western suburbs, after the 
unexpected death of her father. However, as far 
as we knew, there was no family connection with 
Denistone. Or so we thought.

I took a trip to State Records NSW to view  
the final will of the family. The first item was  
a bequest to a Constance McKay of the address  
in Denistone. Like most family research, one 
answer often opens up more questions. Who  
was Constance? Why was the penny buried?  
What happened to Frank’s Memorial Scroll and 
medals? Initial searching of electoral rolls online 



a treasure would be literally dug up in a Sydney 
backyard and returned to my family. Frank’s  
penny now bears the scars of its burial and  
retrieval from the earth; a few sharp spade marks 
add to its provenance and story of discovery. 

Our family’s deepest thanks go to Stephen  
and Maryanne Byrnes for not only finding this 
treasure, but also for their determined search  
to trace living relatives and their kindness in 
ensuring such a precious piece of Frank’s  
story found its way back to his family. 

Michelle’s family are still hoping to find a 
photograph of Frank or his family. If you can help 
contact us at contribute@insidehistory.com.au

sydneylivingmuseums.com.auUNLOCK SYDNEY’S PAST

 12 MUSEUMS

ELIZABETH 
FARM 1793  

VAUCLUSE
HOUSE 1805 

70 ALICE STREET, ROSEHILL  
T 02 9635 9488 • OPEN SAT & SUN, 10.30AM–3.30PM 
Daily during school holidays 

WENTWORTH ROAD, VAUCLUSE  
T 02 9388 7922 • OPEN FRI, SAT & SUN, 11AM–4PM 
Daily during school holidays 

Built by wool pioneer John Macarthur and his wife Elizabeth, 
Elizabeth Farm is Australia’s oldest surviving homestead. 
Visit the 1830s garden, explore the interiors, then refuel  
with traditional Devonshire tea in the tearooms.

Delight in the ornate interiors, discover the historic kitchen 
garden and explore the 25 acre estate including the Pleasure 
Garden. Enjoy afternoon tea at the charming Vaucluse  
House Tearooms.

Ph
ot

og
ra

ph
 ©

 Ja
m

es
 H

or
an

offered no further help, and no Constance McKay 
was found in the Ryerson Index for death notices  
nor the NSW Registry of Births, Deaths and 
Marriages online. We still do not know the  
answer to these questions, nor do we have  
a photograph of Frank, his siblings or his parents. 

My mother, Erica Rosemary, was born on the 
anniversary of Frank’s death and is the only living 
child of his many first cousins. In October of this 
year, 97 years after Frank’s passing, Erica was 
presented with Frank Uther’s memorial plaque at 
a family gathering in Sydney. She has also decided 
the medal should be available to all the family,  
and will be donating it to the Mitchell Library.

Incidentally, ‘Digging for Treasure’ is a title 
of one of my lectures on finding historical and 
genealogical information in the National Library 
of Australia’s Trove. I certainly never thought such 

Above The will of the Uther family named Constance McKay 
of Denistone as a benefactor. Was the penny passed to her? 



June 1915

Summer breathed heat on shattered hills.

Flies feasted in the corpses. Rats fed, fat as puppies.  

Men’s insides turned liquid.

Disease killed more than bullets now. 

This Remembrance Day, 
a tribute to the fallen

Anzac Day 2015
… and ten thousand.
They stood on grassy hills or the sand,
and they remembered … GALLIPOLI

1915–2015
 … lest we forget.

The Beach They Called Gallipoli 
is available now from all good 
bookstores. Published by 
HarperCollinsPublishers.

Many books have been written about the battles 
of Gallipoli; but acclaimed collaborators Jackie 
French and Bruce Whatley have brought a new 

perspective to the stories that have become an essential part 
of the Australian identity. The Beach They Called Gallipoli is 
the story of Gallipoli, the place, and what happened on that 
once-idyllic beach from April to December 
1915.

Australian Children’s Laureate, Jackie French, a 
passionate historian, was inspired by the life of 
her father-in-law, who fought in the trenches at 
Gallipoli. The war left ‘Pa Jack’ Sullivan bitter, a 
high-functioning alcoholic, loyal to his friends, 
and violent at home. It was only many years 
after his death, that French and her husband 
learned all that his father had been through at 
Gallipoli and the battles that followed it — inspiring her to 
convey the history of the Gallipoli campaign.

French relied on primary sources, such as self published 
memoirs, collections of letters and diary entries as resources 
to aid her writing. While her personal connection to Gallipoli 

has been one of sorrow, the diaries provided alternative 
views and ‘the courage to endure’. Much about the Gallipoli 
campaign, French admits ‘I do not know, nor probably will 
we ever know’, however, each line of The Beach They Called 
Gallipoli ‘was rewritten and rewritten, to pare it down to what I  

hope is true’.

Research was also vital for illustrator Bruce 
Whatley, who approached The Beach 
They Called Gallipoli as a ‘documentary 

in the form of a picture book’. Whatley’s 
illustrative style for this project was a 
mixture of enhanced photographs and 
original artwork, a technique that requires 
an intense concentration to echo shapes and 
proportions.

In Whatley’s own words, he stresses the 
importance of basing every image in the book on existing 
photographs and historical data sourced from the Australian 
War Memorial ‘so the characters are real’ because ‘no 
dramatising of these events could either tell the story better 
or do it justice’. 



An extraordinary book that explores 
Gallipoli, the place of battle.
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A ‘two bob’
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Left John 
Huckle’s 
war medal 
has been 
returned to 
his family  
75 years 
after it  
was sold.

In a journey from World War I to 

the present day, Gary Traynor 
recounts the extraordinary tale 

of John Thomas Huckle’s lost 

British War Medal, sold for ‘two 

bob’ in 1939 then miraculously 

returned to the family in 2014.

treasure

I T HAS BEEN said that all citizens are duty bound 
to defend their nation. But what if the colour of 
your skin precluded you from that obligation? 

And your country of birth did not formally recognise 
you as an Australian citizen? For one young man 
from Euabalong near Condobolin, the lure of 
adventure and prospect of travel to faraway lands 
proved too strong. Presenting himself for enlistment, 
John Thomas Huckle, like many other Indigenous 
Australians, slipped through the cracks.  

Government policy of the time clearly dictated 
just what type of man was required for the new 
Australian Imperial Force. Men of Aboriginal descent 
simply did not fit into this category. Could it be that 
losses suffered during nine months in Gallipoli, 
and the carnage of Fromelles and Pozières, would 
combine to influence a resounding vote against 
conscription? And did the reduction in volunteers 
for active service pressure some recruitment officers 
to turn a blind eye? It is not known how he made it 
through the induction process, but on 19 October 
1916, John Huckle was accepted into the AIF.  

John was allocated to the 1st Infantry Battalion. 
His service records provide a description of  
a 23-year-old man with a ‘dark’ complexion, brown 
eyes and black hair. But there is no mention of his 

Aboriginality. Boarding 
the SS Port Nicholson 
during November of that 
same year, John sailed 
through Sydney Heads 
on the ‘big adventure’. 
Bound for the Western 
Front, he would enter  
a theatre of war that  
had already consumed 



troops in their hundreds of 
thousands. His time in Belgium 
would coincide with the third 
battle of Ypres. And when he left 
Australian shores, his parents 
back in Euabalong, John (senior) 
and Hanna, were not to know 
their son had less than 12 months 
to live. John Thomas Huckle  
was killed in action on  
3 October 1917, aged just 24.  

Two decades later, an 11-year-
old Caucasian boy wandered the 
streets of Redfern in Sydney with 
two shillings in his pocket. It was 
early 1939 and war clouds loomed 
once again. But young Bede 
McDonagh knew nothing  
of war and he was blissfully 
carefree as any 11-year-old boy 
should be. So when a slightly 
older boy of Aboriginal descent 
approached him near Central 
Railway Station, he was intrigued 
to be shown a British war medal 
from the Great War.  

Bede McDonagh is now 86 
years of age. When recounting 
how a war medal posthumously 
awarded to John Thomas Huckle 
came into his possession, Bede 
states, “I offered him two bob for 
it and I’ve had it ever since.” His 
decision at the time was based 
on the rationalisation that, “The 
medal was bigger than the coins, 
so I swapped it with him.”

All circular shaped 
Commonwealth war medals 
from World War I are impressed on the edge with 
details of the recipient. It just so happens that 
persons unknown had attempted to erase the name 
of John Huckle sometime after the medal had been 
posthumously awarded and delivered to his father. 
In an attempt to ascertain to whom this medal 
originally belonged, Bede first approached a medal 
expert in Taree, New South Wales. The medal was 
presented to a jeweller for examination and despite 
the name being partially filed off, sufficient evidence 
remained of John’s name and service number to 
positively identify it. So in 2012, Bede decided it 
was time for the medal to be returned to its rightful 
family and sought the assistance of Medals Gone 
Missing. In a world obsessed with profiteering, 
Bede’s old school values lead him to decree, “These 
days I don’t believe it’s right to buy or sell a medal.”
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Two years later, the 
descendants of John Huckle 
were finally located and a small 
crowd gathered on 28 August 
2014 around the Indigenous war 
memorial at the base of Mount 
Ainslie in Canberra. With the 
Australian War Memorial just  
a short distance away, this bush 
setting proved a very appropriate 
place for the return of John’s 
British War Medal; a small 
representation of one man’s life.  

More than 400,000 medals 
of this type were awarded to 
Australians who served during 
the Great War. For me personally, 
it was a tremendous privilege to 
facilitate the medal return and 
witness this wonderful gesture 
made by Bede McDonagh — to 
a family that he does not even 
know. It really restores my faith 
in human nature.  

Bede passed the medal onto  
a great nephew and namesake, 
John Huckle, who accepted the 
award with great pride on behalf 
of his family. “I first heard from 
my nephew, Larry Brandy, that 
the medal was in existence,” he 
says. “I feel very relieved and  

happy that it’s been returned. The spiritual 
significance of our uncle’s medal being reconnected 
to the family is very special.” Having discussed 
this medal with the broader family, it was decided 
to present the decoration to the Australian War 
Memorial “…because they are the best custodians 
for this sort of thing,” John says.  

The British War Medal was received on behalf 
of the museum by Garth O’Connell, the Assistant 
Indigenous Liaison Officer for the Australian War 
Memorial. Garth, a veteran himself, indicated there 
are very few awards to Aboriginal Australians in the 
national collection and this medal will go a long way 
in telling our story of Australia’s “black diggers”. 
Bede, the man who treasured this medal for 75  
years, said it was a wonderful idea for the family  
to pass it on to the Australian War Memorial.

Left The only known photograph of 
World War I digger, John Huckle. 
Opposite Bede McDonagh with 
Huckle descendants John Huckle 
and Larry Brandy at the recent 
medal ceremony in Canberra. All 
images courtesy Gary Traynor.

I feel very 
relieved  

and happy it’s 
been returned. The 
spiritual significance 
of our uncle’s medal 
being reconnected  
to the family is  
very special.”



To return any missing war medal is a very 
rare event. To return the medal of an Aboriginal 
Australian is virtually unheard of. And to do it 
on land which embodies the spirit of Indigenous 
Australians who have served the nation truly  
made this a memorable event.  

As we remember the start of World War I, one 
family has received a tangible reminder of a digger 
who was neither black nor white, but khaki — just 
like his mates whom he fought and died alongside 
nearly 100 years ago. 

Medals Gone Missing is a non-profit organisation. 
Visit medalsgonemissing.com if you would like 
Gary Traynor’s help to locate or return a lost medal.

John is entitled to a second 

medal, called the Victory Medal, 

which also cannot be accounted 

for. A third relic, known as a 

Memorial Plaque and bearing 

his full name of ‘John Thomas 

Huckle’, is also missing. Should 

you know the whereabouts 

of either of these awards, 

please contact Medals Gone 

Missing at customerservice@

medalsgonemissing.com
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A hundred years  

ago a team of avid 

explorers ventured to go  

where none had gone 

before. Alasdair 
McGregor chronicles 

Ernest Shackleton’s 

daring transantarctic 

expedition and the 

Australian photographer 

who captured it  

— Frank Hurley. 

gloriousA
failure



B etter a live donkey than a dead lion’ 
was how Ernest Shackleton justified 
to his wife Emily the decision to turn 

back unrewarded from his attempt to reach 
the South Pole in January 1909. Shackleton 
and three starving, exhausted companions fell 
short of the greatest geographical prize of the 
era by just 160 agonising kilometres. Yet in 
defeat came a triumph of sorts. Shackleton’s 
embrace of failure in exchange for a chance  
at survival has rightly been viewed as one of 
the greatest and wisest leadership decisions  
in the history of exploration. 

Returning to England and a knighthood, 
Sir Ernest Shackleton was widely lauded for 
his achievement in almost reaching the pole, 
though to him such adulation only heightened 
his frustration. In late 1910 news broke that 
the Norwegian explorer Roald Amundsen would 
now vie with Shackleton’s archrival Robert Falcon 

Scott in the race to be first at the pole. But rather than 
risk wearing the ill-fitting and forever constricting 
suit of the also-ran, Shackleton then upped the ante. 
In March 1911, he announced to the London press 
that the crossing of the entire Antarctic continent 
via the South Pole would thereafter be the ultimate 
exploratory prize. The following December Amundsen 
triumphed, and just three months later, Robert Falcon 
Scott perished; his own glorious failure neatly tailored 
for an empire on the brink of war and searching 
for a propaganda hero. The field was now open for 
Shackleton to hatch a plan, and in December 1913 
the grandiloquently-titled Imperial Transantarctic 
Expedition was announced to the world. 

Shackleton’s plan was for two parties to work 
from opposite sides of the continent — one from the 
Weddell Sea, the other from the Ross Sea. The second 
party would lay depots of food and fuel for the other 
group who were to march across the frozen interior 
via the pole — a distance of nearly 3,000km. Over the 
ensuing feverish months funds were raised, two ships 
found, men recruited, and sledge dogs and mountains 
of provisions and equipment all hastily collected. 

For his own ship Shackleton seized upon the 
Norwegian-built Polaris, a 350-ton brand new 
barquentine built for summer cruises in the Arctic. 
Polaris was undoubtedly strong, but with a V-shaped 
hull and steep sides she was likely to be unsuited for 
the heavy pack ice of the Weddell Sea. Undeterred, 
Shackleton renamed her Endurance after the family 
motto Fortitudine Vincimus — ‘By Endurance We 
Conquer’. Sir Douglas Mawson’s old ship Aurora 
would transport the second party to the Ross Sea.

By early August 1914 the world was spiralling 
towards war and Shackleton placed his new ship  
and all her complement at the Admiralty’s disposal. 
His offer was declined and Endurance eventually 
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sailed from England on 8 August, four days  
after the general mobilisation. 

The resilient, energetic and cocksure Australian 
photographer, Frank Hurley, joined the expedition 
in Buenos Aires. Still in his 20s, Hurley was already 
a polar veteran and had shown great resourcefulness 
and photographic skill as a member of Mawson’s 
recent Australasian Antarctic Expedition. Over the 
ensuing two years, Hurley’s brilliant record of the fate 
of Endurance and the plight of Shackleton’s party  
of 28 men would make him famous. 

Endurance arrived at the sub-Antarctic island of 
South Georgia in November 1914. There, the resident 
Norwegian whalers declared the pack ice further 
south the heaviest they had ever encountered and 
cautioned Shackleton against proceeding further that 
summer. But for Shackleton, the die had been cast. 
To retreat or stall was tantamount to defeat — the 
expedition must proceed! 

When Endurance entered the pack ice of the 
Weddell Sea, the going was at first positive, but slow. 
Finally, in mid January 1915 a suitable landing site 
was found at Glacier Bay on the coast of Coats Land. 
But Shackleton wanted to push further south — every 
mile covered at sea was a mile less to travel overland. 
It was a decision he would forever regret. 

By early February the expedition was going 
nowhere — at least of its own free will. With 
Endurance ensnared and helpless, Shackleton 
confided to his captain, Frank Worsley, that “what 
the ice gets, the ice keeps”. In such a dire situation, 
the same qualities of leadership that had informed 
Shackleton’s decision to pull back from the brink on 
his march to the South Pole now came to the fore. 
Never showing a hint of disappointment or the  

Above Tough going in the Weddell Sea. Courtesy State Library 
of NSW, ID a090010. Opposite The Aurora in Sydney prior to 
Shackleton’s expedition, 1914. Courtesy ANMM, ID ANMS1092[163]. 



aboard James Caird, the largest of the boats. The 
remaining 22 men then hunkered down to a miserable 
existence uncertain if they would see Shackleton and 
the others again. Their ordeal came to a miraculous 
end on 30 August when Shackleton returned 
triumphantly with Worsley in the Chilean naval tug 
Yelcho. All were finally saved — their enduring faith  
in Shackleton’s leadership had been vindicated.  

To be able to return to Elephant Island on that 
fateful August day was an achievement against all 
odds. In what arguably ranks as the greatest ever 
feat of small boat seamanship, Shackleton and his 
crew withstood 17 days aboard James Caird as she 
ploughed through gales and towering seas en route 
to South Georgia. But once on land the ordeal was far 
from over. Several Norwegian whaling stations were 
nestled into deep protective fjords on the north side 
of the island, but James Caird had barely made it to 
the south coast. To reach help, Shackleton, together 
with Frank Worsley and Tom Crean, crossed the 
mountainous and as yet unexplored interior of South 
Georgia and after a continuous march of 36 hours 
staggered into the whaling station at Stromness. Apart 
from fellow members of the expedition, they had 
not seen another human being in nearly 18 months. 
Shackleton, Worsley and Crean were all but spent.  
A frustrated and increasingly desperate Shackleton 
then made three failed attempts before he was  
at last able to liberate the Elephant Islanders. 

Throughout their ordeal each member of the 

burden of defeat, his task through the perilous time 
ahead was to ensure the safe return of each and  
every one of his men. 

Over the ensuing 10 months Endurance was 
squeezed, pinched, twisted and tortured by the ice, 
crushed and summarily consigned to the depths of the 
Weddell Sea. From early November, Shackleton and 
his men then eked out an uncomfortable and tense 
existence camped on the floating ice. They slowly 
drifted north with the floes to a perilous rendezvous 
with open water, and amidst great jostling slabs of ice 
three boats were finally launched on 9 April. Their 
only hope now was to reach one of the outliers of the 
South Shetland Islands, tiny specks of land in a near 
infinity of ocean. A few miles astray in any direction 
and the South Atlantic would assuredly be the 
expedition’s watery grave. 

For six days the men rowed for their lives — six 
thirst-crazed, exhausting, freezing and frost-bitten 
days — until they finally reached land, unshifting 
land, their first solid footfall since leaving South 
Georgia 16 months before. 

Yet rather than salvation, glacier-shrouded 
Elephant Island offered a tenuous sanctuary, barely 
above the grab of the tide. There was no chance of 
being found in such a remote spot, and Shackleton 
concluded that their one hope lay in reaching South 
Georgia approximately 1,500km north east. On  
24 April 1916, Shackleton and a crew of five, including 
skipper Frank Worsley, set sail for South Georgia 

Left Hurley 
photographing 
under the bow  
of Endurance.  
ID a090002. 
Opposite from  
top The crew  
at work.  
ID a285006; 
Endurance 
ensnared and 
helpless. ID 
a2761002; [Inset] 
Endurance crushed 
mid-sea by the 
pressure ice. ID 
a285015; ‘F A 
Worsley — an effort 
to free the ship’. 
ID a2764005; ‘F A 
Worsley—- hauling 
the boats’. ID 
a2764004. All 
images courtesy 
State Library  
of NSW.
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expedition had strained every sinew to ensure his own 
survival and that of his fellows. They emerged from 
their ice-bound chrysalis to a world gone mad, where 
life was cheap and the battlefield fashioned dutifully 
dead heroes by the thousand. Tales of suffering 
were bitter daily fare. News of Shackleton’s brilliant 
success in leading his men out of the wilderness 
served the propaganda mill for a while; but in the 
wake of the tsunami of total war the stirring tale  
of Endurance was — with perhaps the exception  
of Hurley’s own retelling in 1919 — largely 
overwhelmed and at times almost forgotten. That 
is, until Shackleton himself was rediscovered and 
rebranded. Charismatic, impulsive, brave and a 
survivor to boot, Sir Ernest Shackleton was a hero 
made for our own age and its adulation of celebrity.  

In contrast to the drama of Endurance, with its 
cast of larger-than-life characters such as Shackleton 
and Hurley, the expedition’s Ross Sea party (where 
three members died) is afforded 
comparatively scant recognition. 
Lacking a stirring visual record 
even remotely equivalent to 
Hurley’s, the fame of the Ross 
Sea saga remains muted, and 
the suffering of those willing 
foot soldiers on the other side 
of the continent is muffled. 
In comparison, there lies a 
perhaps unfortunate testament 
to Hurley’s formidable 
documentary powers. 

Today, Shackleton’s fame is 
inextricably bound with Hurley’s 
photographic legacy — an ironic 
touch considering the mistrust 
between the two. Such is the strength 
of the visual image that the glorious failure of the 
Imperial Transantarctic Expedition cannot now be 
imagined without Hurley’s heroic photographs. In its 
retelling the expedition simply could not exist without 
Hurley. His images are a profound essay in courage 
and forbearance and say much about the human spirit 
and our insatiable urge to explore. Therein lies their 
universal, and enduring, appeal.  

This year Aurora Expeditions will commence 
centenary celebrations in recognition of the stirring 
deeds of Shackleton and his men. A number of the 
expeditions will retrace aspects of Shackleton’s 
journey from South Georgia to Antarctica and 
return. The events of a hundred years ago will come 
to life with visits to key sites and a specially curated 
floating exhibition of Hurley’s photographs. Visit 

auroraexpeditions.com.au or call 02 9252 1033.
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Inside History  

Here at Inside History, we’ve long 
been proud Trove fans. With more 
than 700 Australian newspapers 

(and counting) between 1803 and 1954 now 
digitised and free to search and view on the 
site, you never know what you might find 
among its 14 million pages. This amazing 
resource has broken many a brick wall, 
revealed countless anecdotes about little-
known ancestors, and never failed to enthral 
in its catalogue of snippets from the past. 

With the help of communities around 
Australia, Trove nobly aims to digitise every 
newspaper ever published in the country 
until 1955, when copyright restrictions 
come into play. This comes to a daunting 
total of 7,700 newspapers. Needless to  
say, bringing all these publications to  
our screens is no mean feat.

THE CAMPAIGN 
Inside History is proud to announce that it 
has teamed up with the National Library of 

Australia to help support Trove’s ever-amazing  
work through a crowdfunding campaign. 

We recently asked the public to vote on which 
newspaper they’d like digitised from a shortlist 
of six, and now we’re asking you to help raise 
awareness and all-important funds. It’s part of an 
initiative to bring our nation’s historical newspapers 
online so that the public can search, analyse, 
collaborate and build on our shared history.

Although voting has closed, you can still be 
involved by taking part in our crowdfunding 
campaign. This will raise the funds needed for  
the National Library of Australia to digitise the  
title that received the most votes. At the time of 
going to press, votes were still being counted, 
but you can read more on our website at 
insidehistory.com.au/support-trove. 

And which were the shortlisted titles? They were 
chosen according to priorities from the Australian 
Newspaper Plan, which is a collaboration of 
National and State Libraries Australasia aiming  
to preserve all Australian newspapers. Read  
on to see which newspapers made the top six…

A new initiative between Inside History and the 

National Library of Australia gives you the power  

to help digitise a newspaper on Trove.
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supports Trove 

THE CROWDFUNDING 
Voting on the shortlist closed in early November 2014. 
To find out which title emerged victorious, check out 
the Inside History (insidehistory.com.au) and the 
National Library of Australia (nla.gov.au) sites. 

Once this is announced, the Pozible 
crowdfunding campaign will kick in, allowing Trove 
lovers from all over Australia and beyond to pitch 
in and help speed up the process of bringing our 
winning newspaper straight to your fingertips. 
And we’ll need as much help as we can get — it’s 
estimated that together we’ll need to raise $10,000 
to partially digitise the winning title.

This campaign means that genealogists, 
historians and history lovers around Australia  
will be able to access and search the winning  
title much earlier than scheduled. 

Show your support and gratitude for the amazing 
Trove team today by helping to raise funds and 
spread the word about the Inside History Supports 
Trove campaign, and read more at insidehistory.

com.au/support-trove. Democracy has never 
been so much fun! 

THE CONTENDERS:

Gympie Times (1923–1954) (QLD)
Gympie Times was the local rag of Gympie, an 
important mining town with a rich gold rush  
history following the discovery of gold here in 1867.

Hamilton Spectator (1860–1913) (Vic)
Representing Victoria is the Hamilton Spectator, a 
significant newspaper which, having been published 
several times a week throughout most of its shelf life, 
offers a particularly detailed record of life in a rich 
agricultural district in the late 19th century. 

Hobart Town Advertiser (1839–1865) (Tas)
This historical Hobart newspaper was  
founded by Edward Abbott, who published 
Australia’s first cookbook in 1864, and  
enjoyed a parliamentary career. 

Laura Standard (1889–1948) (SA)
The Laura Standard was a country newspaper 
covering much of the mid-northern districts  
of South Australia, which published the first 
poems written by CJ Dennis.

Smith’s Weekly (1919–1950) (NSW)
Also known as the ‘Digger’s newspaper’ for  
its focus on returned servicemen and women, 
Smith’s Weekly was a Sydney newspaper founded 
by Kerry Packer’s grandfather and enjoyed by  
readers around the country. 

South Western Times (1917–1954) (WA)
Representing Western Australia is the South 
Western Times, the regional newspaper of  
the Bunbury area, which was established  
during World War I.
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Enter our cover competition 
and you could WIN a trip of 
a lifetime to Norfolk Island!

Do you have a stunning portrait of your 
ancestor/s? We’re looking for beautiful 
images to feature on an upcoming issue of 
Inside History, one that stands out from the 
crowd and speaks volumes about the subject’s 
life and character. Not only will the winner 
have their ancestor’s portrait featured on the 
cover of Inside History, they’ll also score  
a History Lover’s holiday for two to  
Norfolk Island in March 2015!

Coinciding with the 225th anniversary of the sinking 
of convict ship, HMS Sirius, the week-long festivities 
on the island in March 2015 will feature a twilight tour 
of Norfolk’s World Heritage convict sites, genealogy 
workshops so you can learn more about your ancestors, 
a special anniversary lunch and cliff-top dinner with 
maritime and heritage guest speakers, multiple entry 
passes to the Norfolk Island museums, and more. 
Valued at $5,000, this fabulous prize from our friends 
at Norfolk Island Travel Centre and Daydreamer 
Apartments includes:

 2 return economy airfares on Air New Zealand from 
Sydney or Brisbane to Norfolk Island

  7 nights’ accommodation at Daydreamer Apartments
  Car hire for the duration of your stay
  An anniversary program for two sponsored by the 

Travel Centre
  An orientation tour of Norfolk Island
 Airport transfers

WIN a History Lover’s holiday for two to Norfolk Island

comp

 Could your  
be our next  

Artefacts taken from the 
HMAS Sirius; (Above)  
The fatal shoreline.



Inside History   |  Nov-Dec 2014  |  57

Terms and conditions
The prize is not transferable or redeemable in cash. 
Travel is only valid during the festival week: ex Sydney 
16-23 March 2015 or ex Brisbane 14-21 March 2015 
and the winner must be available to travel at this 
time. Car hire excludes daily insurance and refuel at 
end of stay. Please be advised that valid passports are 
required. Winners must arrange for their own return 
travel to Sydney or Brisbane. Entries will be judged on 
17 December and the winner notified by 19 December. 

To enter the competition, make 
sure you send your full name and 
contact details to contribute@

insidehistory.com.au, along  
with a high-quality scan of your 
beautiful image and a brief 
description of who is in the shot.  

The winning portrait will be featured 
on our May-June 2015 cover. Hurry, 
entries close 15 December 2014!

 »  Images should be scanned at 
a minimum of 600dpi to be 
suitable for print. 

»  Tell us who your ancestor is, how 
you’re related, and a snippet or 
two about their life — we want  
to know about our cover star. 

»  For more details on Norfolk 
Island’s festival program,  
visit norfolkisland 

travelcentre.com 

»  See norfolkisland.com.au for 
more on Daydreamer Apartments.

It’s easy to enter

W
IN! 

Holiday worth $5,000

TIPS FOR A GREAT  
COVER IMAGE 

Is your picture in focus?

Does it have a  

main subject? 

Does it tell a story?

Will your photograph 

create an emotional 

connection with  

our readers?

JA
N

–FEB 2014

ancestor  
cover star? 

The turquoise water and white  
sandy beaches of Norfolk Island; 

(Inset) The winner and their guest will 
stay at Daydreamer Apartments.
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Peace and purgatory



B EFORE THERE were skyscrapers and city 
lights, the Opera House’s sweeping sails 
and the metallic arch of that world-famous 

bridge, it was the vast harbour and sandstone cliffs 
that awed new arrivals. Before millions flocked 
here, swelling Sydney upwards and outwards, an 
unsuspecting spot on the harbour’s North Head was 
where many formed their first impressions of this 
faraway island on the outskirts of the planet. 

Following arduous voyages across often unruly 
seas, thousands disembarked here, near Manly. It 
was to be a buffer zone between the isolated colony 
and the world beyond, a place for the sick. For 
newcomers hoping to start afresh in this distant 
land, it must have made for a daunting beginning.

Today, the 36 hilly hectares of the Old 
Quarantine Station are serene. It’s hemmed in 
on three sides by surprisingly rugged coastal 
bushland, complete with cockatoos chattering 
and the occasional rainbow flash of squawking 
lorikeets. The trademark whiplash sound of eastern 
Australian scrubland — the call of the whipbird — 
accompanies the rhythm of the waves below.

As I approach, noting road signs warning of 
endangered bandicoots, the noisy city I’d left 
just half an hour before felt worlds away. And 
yet, Q Station is not only within Sydney Harbour 
National Park (with the looks to prove it), but is 
central enough to offer panoramic views of that 
distinctive harbour itself. 

Sydney’s undoubted prime asset, her natural 
beauty, is on full, impressive display here. 
Stretches of sandstone headland, fringed with 
golden coves and specked with houses, jut into 
the sea like fingers. A scattering of boats wade in 
the gleaming Pacific — look for long enough and 
you’re likely to spot a certain tourist-laden ferry  
en route to Manly Beach. 

Across the harbour is the show-stopper, a line-
up of lofty silver skyscrapers. The dazzling skyline 
makes Sydney’s CBD seem within reach while, 
simultaneously, peacefully far from the fumes, 
traffic and rush of the city. 
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Stunning harbourside scenery 

and enthralling migration 

history make Q Station in 

Sydney an irresistible stop for 

history lovers exploring the 

harbour city, says Sarah Trevor. 

Left SS Niagara 
quarantined for Smallpox, 

1919. Historic images 

Environment and Heritage. 
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onboard the shuttle bus — it’s the only way to get 
around besides your own two feet — I pass dozens 
of historic buildings scattered around the sloping 
site. Already I’m struck by the size of the place. 

The wharf precinct is my first stop. Housed 
in the Luggage Store Visitor Centre is a small yet 
impressive museum bedecked with Old World 
suitcases and trunks, and replicas of ship cabins. 

A display panel outlines North Head’s original 
status as an Indigenous ceremonial ground, plus its 
significance in early contact history. Nearby Manly 
Cove earned its name when local warriors’ ‘manly 
behaviour’ impressed Governor Phillip. 

Considering the catastrophic impact of 
contagious disease upon Indigenous peoples around 
the country, it’s sobering to consider how different 
history may have turned out should quarantine 
have been adopted earlier than the 1820s. 

It all began, formally at least, in 1828 when 
the convict ship Bussorah Merchant, harbouring 
smallpox, was quarantined here at Spring Cove. 

This ideal distance from Sydney is more than 
just a happy coincidence for contemporary visitors. 
Without its convenient proximity to Sydney (plus a 
handy spring water supply), the quarantine station 
wouldn’t be standing here at all. Only a short 
journey away from the city by boat, this location 
allowed arriving vessels to disembark for medical 
checks at minimal hassle and expense, while also 
remaining far enough from the fledgling city for 
residents’ peace of mind. It was the perfect spot 
not in spite of its imposing sandstone cliffs and 
dense bush surrounds, but because of them. These 
physical barriers made the site nearly impossible 
for internees to escape. Because, of course, that’s 
the thing about quarantine: you’re not supposed to 
be able to get out, except on the doctor’s orders. 

As you’d expect, arriving today is rather more 
welcoming. For the modern visitor, Q Station is a 
multi-tasker of a place: a tourist attraction, national 
park, accommodation, conference centre and 
historic site, all in one. Venturing downhill  

Clockwise from top left The infamous 
shower block. Its humdrum brick exterior 

class precinct boasts rooms with a view; 
Q Station Wharf; Facilities in the wharf 
precinct. Contemporary images courtesy of 
Q Station — Sydney Harbour National Park; 
Passengers from the Aorangi disembark  
on Quarantine Wharf, 1935.
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want them to come in if we can help it for it is a 
nasty slur on us. The disease has been enough.’ 

He wasn’t the only one to have felt the strain. 
Later, in the museum, I spot the transcript of 
an inscription left by an unidentified internee. 
Hand-drawn birds and butterflies adorn a simple 
yet poignant scrawl: ‘Birds and butterfly are free. 
Why should man be lock up [sic] like animals.’

The stigma becomes almost tangible in one 
of two stuffy, box-like rooms of corrugated 
iron ominously called the inhalation chambers. 
In an apt display of the medical ignorance 
that unfortunately marred much of the site’s 
procedures, these rooms were where suspected 
flu victims of the 1918 epidemic were huddled 
together in groups of 40 at a time, and essentially 
gassed with mild doses of zinc sulphate. Aimed to 
cure infections, the moist air and chemical-laced 
steam actually induced vomiting. Worse still, it 
may have helped spread the disease further. 

Next is the autoclave. Made of lead and 
asbestos, these vents — straight from a  
steampunk film — were so massive that it  
took three people to turn either handle. Used  
to steam luggage and bedding for 45 minutes,  
the autoclaves were one of the site’s few medically 
sound strategies (although fragile materials like 
paper and wool were commonly destroyed in  
the process).

The mundane brick building directly opposite 
proves most disturbing. Inside, amidst a warren 
of drab green metal compartments, an acrid smell 
hits. “Our infamous acid showers,” Sara grins. 

However, the ship’s captain had already dined 
in Sydney, sparking a public outcry. By 1832, 
Australia’s first quarantine legislation had passed.

From then on, no one was immune from 
quarantine. Passengers onboard any ship with 
potential contagion could expect a stay here. 

As guide Sara Wilkie explains during a Wharf 
Wander history tour, those in quarantine could 
leave only when all fellow passengers of their 
class were cleared of infection. While the average 
quarantine lasted three weeks, some were here for 
up to three months. 

“When they arrived, it would have been 
terrifying,” she says. “They didn’t always know 
that they were going into quarantine; they thought 
they were going to their new life in Sydney.” 

Visiting the cluster of humble brick buildings 
by the wharf, Sara explains the routine of 
quarantine. First, ship captains had to dock here 
and inform passengers that disease was onboard. 
During inspections, they were segregated into the 
healthy and non-healthy. 

“The majority of [those who arrived at] Q 
Station is largely forgotten: those who were 
healthy,” she says. 

And those who were less fortunate? “You were 
effectively jailed. They didn’t want you to escape.” 

The confinement was clearly acute for Charles 

Moore, a passenger on the Constitution, who 
noted in his diary in 1855: ‘There is boundary 
stones five feet high lime wited [sic] and we must 
not go past them. There are sentry boxes for 
solgers [sic] in case of a queer lot and we don’t 

Left 
people wearing masks 

epidemic, 1919.

Sydney’s 
undoubted 
prime asset, 
her natural 
beauty is on 
full, impressive 
display here”
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Here, passengers had to wash in water tinged 
with a solution of stinging carbolic acid designed 
to scrub off the bacteria — incidentally, it also 
removed the top layer of skin three days later, 
following redness, itching and peeling. It’s hard to 
believe but these, as former first-class showers, 
were the best and most private  
of the lot, with only a small  
peephole through which staff  
would check passengers were 
washing thoroughly. After 
showering, they received new 
clothes and proceeded through the 
backdoor to their accommodation.

Sara tells me that she once spoke 
to a woman who’d come through 
these very showers as a young girl, 
having arrived amongst a boatload 
of orphans from eastern Europe 
who spoke no English. Groups of 20 
children at a time were taken away and brought into 
the showers — from which, she realised in a panic, 
they did not return. Waiting with impending dread 
as her turn in the shower approached were the 
worst few hours of her life, as a child whose family 
had recently been killed in Nazi gas chambers. 

Even though the showers in which I stand had 
the opposite purpose — protecting life —  
I can’t help but shudder at the eerie parallels.  
It’s perhaps the first time I’m happy to leave  
a historic building. 

As we wander uphill towards the hospital 
precinct, Sara explains how varied the experience 
of quarantine would have been; traumatic and 
bewildering for some, others remembered 
quarantine as an unexpected holiday. It helped 
that the well-connected first-class passengers 
successfully petitioned for the construction of 

better-quality lodgings after they sniffily reported 
the standard of accommodation — and its proximity 
to the second-class plebs — was not appropriate, 
thank you very much. Why, some even had to do 
their own washing, can you imagine! (For the record, 
their snobbery was certainly productive; the first-
class guest lounges, today open to hotel guests, 
remain elegantly appointed). 

As we reach the 1912-era hospital, the long-
foreboding clouds break into storm. Picturesque 
harbour views turn grey, all thunderous winds, 
dark rainclouds and choppy waves. Seeing nature 
in action is an atmospheric reminder of how rough 
weather and winds could transform a journey and 
stay here from halcyon to hellish. 

On a timber desk in one of the hospital rooms 
is an interesting engraving in Chinese characters, 
which Sara tells me reads ‘mountain’, ‘disease’ and 
‘imprisoned’. The message captures the alienation of 
non-Europeans confined in quarantine. 

In the late 19th century, Chinese immigrants in 
particular were often blamed for bringing disease to 
Sydney. By 1902, White Australia era bigotry spurred 
the construction of a new building on site: a special 

dormitory block for ‘Asiatics’. With an external 
latrine and open-air kitchen, the standard was 

markedly basic compared to other 
accommodation. Passing by later, it 
seems a rather innocuous remnant of 
that ugly part of our history. 

Over the decades, the quarantine 
station expanded and dwindled as 
needs arose — often a bit too late,  
as 295 passengers found in 1836  
when they were crammed into 36 
tents, before the site’s first  
permanent buildings. 

But the most severe overcrowding 
occurred during the 1918 flu epidemic 

that killed approximately 40 million people globally, 
exceeding by far the total casualties of World War I. 
So overstretched was the quarantine station that, in 
1919, over 1,000 homesick soldiers returning from 
the battlefields on the Argyllshire troopship were 
told that there was simply no room. They were given 
axes and instructions to clamber up North Head to 
erect their own camp. Far from water and cooking 
facilities, the bush was rife with snakes.

The next day, 900 of them left quarantine in 
protest, marching to Manly where they boarded the 
ferry to the city. As the Evening News reported on 11 
February, the government took a firm stand, calling 
the soldiers ‘a menace to the health of the people of 
the State… All persons are warned of the danger of 
association with any of these men’. 

Eventually the soldiers compromised, agreeing 
to be quarantined for three days at the Sydney 

Waiting with 
impending dread 

as her turn 
in the shower 

approached were 
the worst few 

hours of her life”

Below The wraparound verandas and palm trees of  



Cricket Ground, escorted by police to prevent 
intermingling with the public. 

It wasn’t the station’s only brush with the 
military. During World War II, the site housed 
the intelligence branch of the Australian Women’s 
Army Service. It was also used during emergency 
humanitarian missions in the 1970s, sheltering 
those displaced by Cyclone Tracy and even orphans 
from the Vietnam War. 

Yet over the years, as air travel skyrocketed in 
popularity, the quarantine station fell into disuse. It 
officially ceased operations in 1984. 

Today, restored heritage accommodation is 
provided where passengers were once housed. 
Set in the former second-class accommodation, 
among yellow timber buildings with wraparound 
verandas, my room has comfortable if bland 
modern furnishings. Being taken there and back by 
shuttle bus took a little getting used to (and, on the 
odd occasion, waiting around for). 
But if the shuttle’s environmental 
benefits for the national park’s 
bountiful wildlife don’t outweigh 
the slight school camp feel, the 
steep inclines on foot just might! 

That aside, spending a night 
or two in such a jam-packed 
historical attraction has obvious 
appeal. The history tours, 
museum and detailed plaques 
await exploration, plus there’s 
an on-site restaurant, beach, and 
whole harbour beyond to keep you 
occupied for days. By nightfall, Q 
Station’s popular ghost tours are 
worth joining if, like me, you take 
an anthropological interest (read: 
guilty pleasure) in such activities. 

The site’s curator and education officer,  
Rebecca Anderson, notes that the many layers  
of history superimposed on Q Station make it  
feel like a “portal”. 

“People are able to re-engage with the history 
through buildings and sandstone inscriptions,” she 
says. And through slightly less orthodox traces, 
it seems. Local residents, she adds, often donate 
old bottles they find swept up on nearby beaches, 
possibly by former internees toasting to their safe 
arrival — or drowning their sorrows.

It was a place of transience. Throughout the 
site’s history the vast majority of the 13,000 people 
quarantined here (including plague-stricken 
Sydneysiders) did not stay long. Yet plenty left their 
mark. New artefacts and multilingual inscriptions, 
carved into rocks, are frequently brought to light. 
Sure, Q Station boasts a great location and plenty 
to do, but ultimately for the history-loving traveller 

it’s these seemingly 
inconsequential traces  
of its 150-year-plus past  
that make the place  
so enticing. 

Perhaps the most 
affecting of these 
lingering relics of 
yesteryear is the 
museum’s small selection 
of gravestones from 
the site’s earliest burial 
ground. While some 
are rudimentary, others 
apparently professionally 
engraved, all of them are 
symbols of the estimated 
572 people buried here. 

These headstones are 
the touching final traces 
of the unknown hundreds 
who never made it out 
of the purgatory of 
quarantine. Here they 
took their first and last 
footsteps on Australian 
soil and here, among 
the hills overlooking the 
harbour, they remain. 

Sarah Trevor was a 
guest of Q Station.

Q STATION, MANLY
Accommodation rates vary, starting 
from $250. Visit qstation.com.au/

Accommodation/Overview

Wharf Wander history tour runs at 11am 
7 days a week, plus 4:30pm on weekends, 

$15. Visit quarantinestation.com.au/
History/wharf-wander.html

Ghostly Encounters ghost tour 
runs between Wednesday and 

Saturday, 8–10:30pm, $49-55. Visit 
quarantinestation.com.au/Ghost-Tours/
overview-ghost-paranormal-tours.html

Luggage Store Visitor Centre Café & 
Museum is free to enter, open 7 days a 
week. Visit quarantinestation.com.au/

luggage-store-visitor-centre-cafe- 
museum.html
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Left Passengers from the 
Aorangi relax at Q Station 
gateway, 1935.
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The Lennox Trail by 
Yasemin Sabuncu et al 
(available on iTunes)

The life and legacy of 
stonemason David Lennox, 
one of Australia’s early 
master builders, is explored 
in this innovative e-book. 
The result of a collaboration 
between Granville Historical 
Society, Parramatta’s 
Information and Cultural 
Exchange (ICE) and Cavorter, The Lennox Trail is a 
short, multimedia-enriched e-book — almost an app 
— best viewed on iPad. (You can also follow on the 
website at lennoxtrail.com)

Guiding the reader on 
a historical tour through 
Parramatta, it explains 
how the bridges and dams 
Lennox engineered left 
both a physical mark on 
the landscape and an 
imprint on the community. 
The famous Lennox  
Bridge is a highlight, 
though more detail on its 
clever design would have 
been beneficial.

Overall it’s a worthwhile read, particularly  
for younger readers interested in the story  
of Parramatta and one of its notable  
residents. — SARAH TREVOR

After Darkness by Christine Piper (Allen & Unwin, $27.99)

The limits of loyalty and discretion are tested in Christine Piper’s Vogel  
Award-winning novel about a Japanese doctor, Tomokazu Ibaraki,  
interned during World War II.

After Darkness alternates three strands of Tomo’s story: his life at an army 
medical research unit and the affect of his work on his marriage and career;  
his life in Broome, in particular his fragile relationship with the nun Sister 
Bernice, who assists him in the ‘Jap’ hospital; and his life in the South 
Australian Loveday internment camp. Piper shows that among the Japanese 
interned there (many of them transported from the former Dutch-controlled 
territories of south-east Asia) were also those who had grown up in Australia 
and felt themselves Australian, despite having a Japanese parent. In the novel  
it is this group who is the most disaffected within the camp, keenly feeling  
the injustice being done to their Australian selves.

While the sections at Loveday are the most vivid, and bring Tomo’s conflict 
between his loyalty and discretion and his humanity to a crisis point, it is the 
horror of his experiences in the medical research unit that haunts everything 
since his departure from Japan.

This is a thoughtful and beautifully put together novel; it is not easy in parts, 
but its trajectory is ultimately one of hope, and in its humanity glows like the 
lanterns launched onto Broome’s Roebuck Bay. — LINDA FUNNELL
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Run for Your Life: A Memoir by 

In this book Australian journalist  
Jill Jolliffe offers an unflinching look  
at her shocking childhood at the hands 
of the cruel and vicious adults who were 
supposed to take care of her. Her clear-
eyed presentation of the distressing 
incidents she and her siblings endured 
and her endless efforts to escape build  
a portrait of a home populated by 
monsters and a society willing to turn a 
blind eye to the mistreatment of children. 

Jolliffe applies this same astute treatment to her 
experiences as a journalist in Timor and other places, 
bringing her deep understanding of suffering to her  
dealings with people in war zones and held in captivity  
— communities and individuals fighting for their lives. 

The book offers unique insight into the political 
atmosphere of Timor since the 1970s and Portugal at the 
end of the 20th century as well as the author’s dedication 
to human rights. It also brings a message of hope to those 
who have suffered as Jolliffe has, showing that every life 
is worthwhile, and how one’s life begins does not always 
determine how it will end. — KYLIE MASON

In My Mother’s Hands:  
A Disturbing Memoir of 
Family Life  
(Allen & Unwin, 29.99)

as they are by their blood ties. The 

kept united, tormented and ultimately 

Mark, always knew what had happened 
to their older sister, Alison — she 
drowned in the bath when she was four 
months old. Their father, Australian 
historian , told the 
children that their mother Margaret 
said she’d fainted while bathing the 

was buried in a cemetery across the 
city from their Sydney home, but the 
family never visited the grave.

As the children grew, they realised 

mothers: it was almost as though she 
didn’t see or hear the world around 
her; she clothed and fed the family but 
was often ‘wafting in the background’. 

fathers: his hands-on parenting and 
membership of the Communist Party 
set him apart, making the family  
a target for anonymous attacks.

In My Mother’s Hands is an 
extraordinary memoir. Ward hides 
nothing from her readers, neither  
her own seesawing emotions nor  
her mother’s increasingly frustrating 
and dangerous temperament and her 
father’s sense of self-preservation. 
The result is a gripping, disquieting 
account of a family held hostage  
to mental illness in 1950s  
Australia. — KYLIE MASON

Luigi’s Freedom 
Ride by Alan Murray 
(HarperCollins Australia, 
$27.99)

From the very first page of 
Luigi’s Freedom Ride you know 
you are in for a treat of a story. 
This is a delightfully optimistic 
novel about life, bicycles and  
the joy of the journey. 

In late 1939 Luigi must 
report as a conscript for military 
service in Livorno and when  

war breaks out he witnesses the whirl of bloodshed and 
division that Mussolini has drawn his beloved Italy into. 

Postwar, Luigi’s inclination for adventure sees  
him travelling, with his precious bicycle, through the  
Holy Land, Turkey and Sri Lanka, finally arriving in 
Australia, where he’s offered the promise of escape  
from the tragic aftermath of war in his homeland.

This novel traverses the brutality of war, of 
displacement and the struggle of building a new life  
in a foreign country, yet cleverly avoids the sentimentality 
or cliché that novels of this ilk sometimes lean into.  
This is a story of hope and humanity with a sweet  
flourish of humour. — JODY LEE
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SHREDDED AND holed so 
many times that they look 
like misshapen, oversized 

graters, two pieces of corrugated iron 
found at Quinn’s Post might well be 
contemplated as abstruse objects 
of modern art. But once they may 
have meant the difference between 
life and death. They formed part of 
the overhead cover at Quinn’s Post 
and were collected by the Australian 
Historical Mission in 1919. Quinn’s 
is one of the three Anzac place 
names whose mention still brings a 
comprehending nod. The other two, 
Lone Pine and The Nek, earned their 
fame during the August offensive. Quinn’s was well 
known within a few days of the landing. Defended 
during the dreadful early days by the Australians, 
consolidated afterwards by the New Zealanders, it was 
the most precarious position ever held by either. The 
Turks reckoned they could not have held it themselves. 

Quinn’s was the northernmost Anzac position 
on Second Ridge and jutted out from the rest of the 
line. Its twin trenches arced around the lip of a gully 
about 150 metres wide in the seaward side of Monash 
Valley. The front trench was 10 metres below the 
crest, the support trench no more than 10 metres 
behind it. As no man’s land here was the narrowest  

Anzac Treasures, a new book by military historian 

Dr Peter Pedersen, tells our nation’s story of 

Gallipoli through the priceless objects held at the 

Australian War Memorial in Canberra. In this extract, 

Dr Pedersen looks at the infamous Quinn’s Post. 

Quinn’s

Left Quinn of Quinn’s: A Charters 
Towers accountant and North 
Queensland boxing champ,  
26-year-old Quinn volunteered  
for the AN&MEF before enlisting  
in the AIF. He was promoted to Major 
in May. Courtesy AWM, ID H17420.

at Anzac, varying from 36 metres to 
less than 10, the lines were within 
easy bombing range and the Turks 
started showering Quinn’s with 
bombs on 27 April. Their jagged metal 
fragments inflicted horrific wounds. 
Those on Quinn’s could not reply 
until jam-tin bombs began arriving 
in early May, whereupon they threw 

most of the beach factory’s output, and Quinn’s 
became the setting for a nonstop bomb fight. Even 
talking or coughing attracted a bomb. “Don’t talk too 
loud or they’ll hear what you say. They know my name 
all right now and they call out ‘Come on you kangaroo 
shooting bastards’,” Captain Harry Quinn of 
the 15th Battalion warned reinforcements. The 
post was named after him. The Turks called it 
bomba sirt, “bomb ridge”. 

If bombs were the worst 
menace, the fire, especially 
from snipers, that 
the Turks 

post

http://www.insidehistory.com.au
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front and support trenches were always crowded. 
Birdwood wanted the front trench kept shallow so the 
parapet could be quickly manned in the event of a rush. 

Quinn’s was defended mostly by units of the 4th 
Australian Brigade to the end of May. Bean equated 
the strain of holding it to that of a battle. A South 
African veteran thought it much worse, that one night 
there was as bad as the whole Boer War. The endless 
din of bomb and bullet, nights spent in packed 
trenches staring at the crest a few metres ahead, and 
tales of fire so heavy that rifles jammed and bayonets 
twisted with heat, made those in Monash Valley 
glance up at Quinn’s ‘as a man looks at a haunted 
house’. For General Hamilton, it was a place of 
excitement, not ghosts. Those manning it lived more 
in five minutes, he wrote in his diary, ‘than they do 
in five years of Bendigo or Ballarat’. The stench 
from the scores of maggot-infested corpses dulled the 
excitement for Lieutenant Nik Svensen of the 15th 
Battalion. ‘You can almost fancy you are chewing 
it every time you breathe, it is so thick,’ he wrote. 
Then there was the isolation. Quinn’s could only be 
approached safely at night and had to be climbed 
using a rope. Resupply was a nightmare.

Relieving troops were roughly handled. No sooner 
had the marines arrived on 4 May than the Turks flung 
a bomb and some of them bolted. When the 2nd LH 
Regiment took over on 13 May, a few days after the raid 
to detect Turkish mining, Quinn’s was tactically worse 
off. Communication trenches dug across no man’s land 
during the raid linked the two front lines, allowing each 
side to get closer to the other. Bomb stops were hastily 
erected but the light horse came second in the bomb 
fight that carried on over them. The 15th and 16th 
Battalions, which had just left the post, were brought 
back. A squadron of light horse that stayed to fill in 
the most troublesome trench with dirt was annihilated 
in the attempt on 15 May. The Australians amused 

themselves by lobbing biscuits or tins of bully  
beef to the Turkish end, yelling “Saida!” and 

shooting off the hand that reached for the 
goodies. The bombing stepped up. 

poured into Quinn’s from their tactically dominant 
positions ran a close second. They could shoot into 
the post from German Officers’ Ridge 180 metres to 
its right, from the Chessboard 60 metres to its left, 
from Dead Man’s Ridge 90 metres to its left rear, 
and from The Nek, to its left beyond Pope’s Hill. A 
trench dug and then abandoned by the 16th Battalion 
during the disastrous attack on Baby 700 on 3 May 
also ran from the left along the Bloody Angle. Though 
a “bomb stop” was thrown up to block the trench, the 
Turk snipers still shot from their side of it. Hubert 

Wilkins photographed the flimsy barrier during the 
Historical Mission. More so than anywhere else at 
Anzac, showing a head on Quinn’s was suicidal. 

Fortifying Quinn’s was easier said than done. 
Erecting barbed-wire entanglements conventionally 
was impossible, so small sections, like the one collected 
by the Historical Mission, were shoved out of the 
trenches in the hope of creating a credible obstacle. 
Building materials were lacking. Nonetheless, Quinn’s 
had to be held. The garrison had only to fall back five 
metres to be teetering on the sheer rearward slope and 
at the Turks’ mercy. The inner defence line anchored 
on Plugge’s Plateau would then have been hard put 

to stop the Turks reaching the beach. So both the 

Far left Sandbag walls on the 
left of the terraces provided 

as this photograph by Bean 
shows. Courtesy AWM, ID 

G01024. Left A money belt 
and water bottle probably 
dropped during the attack 

from Quinn’s. Courtesy AWM,  
ID RELAWM11319 and 

RELAWM00318.

Far left The headquarters marker that flew 
outside the 2nd LH Regiment’s headquarters 

at Quinn’s Post. It was donated in 1922 by a 
relative of Major Tom Logan of the 2nd Light 

Horse. Logan never left Quinn’s. He was killed 
there on 7 August 1915 and is buried in its 
cemetery. The flag was presumably sent 
to his family in tribute to him. Courtesy 
AWM, ID REL00369. Left One of the two 
battered pieces of iron recovered from 
Quinn’s. They encapsulate the story of the 
post and one or the other has always been 
displayed in the Memorial. Courtesy AWM, 

ID REL00345.001.
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On 19 May the Turks were annihilated. All they 
had to show after five assaults on Quinn’s during their 
general attack was over 500 dead. The interlocking 
enfilade fire of the machine-guns on flanking 
positions, notably Pope’s Hill and Courtney’s Post, 
denied the few metres of no man’s land to them and 
was more important than the defenders’ fire. The 
Turks had used their flanking machine-guns in the 
same way against the Australians. Once back in their 
lines, the Turks retaliated by throwing over 400 
bombs into Quinn’s. But during the 24 May armistice 
the Turks and the Australians agreed to use the 
communication trenches between the lines as burial 
pits so that they could be filled in. 

By this time, the laborious effort to strengthen 
Quinn’s had been boosted by the filching of heavy 
timber and iron sheeting from the beach. They were 
used to cover two stretches of the support trenches 
in the central section, which was closest to the Turks. 
Sandbags were piled onto the roofs of the “bomb 
proofs” thus created, giving protection from bombs 
that overshot the front trench. Tunnels linked the front 
trench to the bomb proofs so that most of its garrison 
could shelter in them too. But the Turks had taken the 
fight underground with the aim of blowing Quinn’s sky 
high. Australian counter-mining was unable to stop 
them exploding a mine on 29 May that obliterated part 
of the front trench in the central section. 

Covered by the heaviest bomb shower yet, the Turks 
penetrated Quinn’s straight afterwards but were soon 
bottled up in the two bomb proofs, out of which the 
dazed occupants had reeled. Colonel Chauvel, in 
command of the sector since the arrival of the light 
horse, ordered a charge over the open to eject the 
Turks. Knowing that a charge would be mown down, 
those familiar with Quinn’s wanted to filter through the 
maze of trenches that it had become. Chauvel said no. 
Quinn, the last of the 15th Battalion’s original company 
commanders left, would lead part of the charge. 
Understandably reluctant, he was killed reconnoitring. 
Bean photographed the men standing by to charge. 
Luckily, they were not mown down when they did 
because the Turks attacked again at the same time and 

Christmas goodies
Men of the 4th Field Ambulance enjoy 
their “Christmas billies” on Lemnos after 
the evacuation. ‘The fellows were all like 
children opening them,’ wrote Lieutenant 
George Allardyce of the 4th Battalion. 
The idea originated with the women of 
Melbourne’s Alexandra Club, and Victorian 
businesses and the public turned it into 
reality by donating practical items such 
as pipes and tobacco, tinned foodstuffs, 
chocolate, stationery, socks, candles,  
soap and toothbrushes to fill the billies.  
The women of the Busy Bee Club at 
Melbourne’s Swallow and Ariel biscuit 
factory volunteered to pack them after 
work. In all, 56,000 billies were sent,  
and the lids clearly found a use that  
the Alexandrans never envisaged.  

Above Wire-netting  
from Quinn’s, another  
of the anti-bomb measures 
used at the post. Courtesy 
AWM, ID RELAWM10193.

http://www.insidehistory.com.au


could not fire in case they hit their own men. But  
they held out in one of the bomb proofs for two more 
hours. Later a costly light horse riposte seized a crater 
caused by the Australian counter-mining.

Having returned from Helles, the New Zealanders 
now took charge of Quinn’s. One decided that a day in 
hell amounted to less than an hour there. On 1 June 
a blockhouse built by the Turks in their mine crater 
was daringly destroyed but raids by the Auckland and 
Canterbury Battalions on 4 and 7 June to prevent the 
Turks from sending troops to oppose a major attack  
at Helles were expensive failures. Their morale 
dived. ‘I don’t think this miserable hole-and-corner 
scrapping at Quinn’s is improving the force,’ Bean 
wrote sardonically. Quinn’s itself had become ‘the 
most desolate spot on earth. Not a blade of green is 
left there. The place is scorched to the bone,’ he noted 
on 5 June. Explosions arose continually over the 
blasted surface. But changes were afoot.

The arrival on 9 June of the Wellington Battalion 
under Lieutenant Colonel William Malone 
coincided with the start of the counter-sniper 
campaign, which Malone partly instigated, and the 
advent of the periscope rifle, “the most important 
single factor in the salvation of Quinn’s”. With the 
Turkish snipers suppressed, parts of the front trench 
could be covered to protect bomb throwers from 
the Turkish reply. Wire-netting also went up on 
posts angled outwards along the parapet of the open 
stretches, forming screens to keep Turkish bombs out. 
The Historical Mission recovered a piece. An increased 
bomb supply let the Wellingtons lob two bombs for 
every Turkish one, which led to their sometimes 
chucking over 300 daily. Terraces were dug into 
the rear slope and roofed over, giving the rest of the 
garrison shelter. Malone said he would have planted 
roses on the terraces if he had them.

Miners drawn mainly from the 1st Division turned 
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the tables underground, firing 16 mines beneath 
the Turks by mid-July. The soil turned to powder 
and no man’s land looked like a target for unending 
meteorite showers. At one stage the Turks thought 
of abandoning Quinn’s for Mortar Ridge behind it. 
But they fought doggedly on, sometimes firing at the 
posts supporting the bomb screens until they were cut 
and then tossing bombs over the sagging screens. The 
sandbags atop the roofs would be slashed open and 
the exposed iron sheets underneath soon perforated. 
Bombs still rolled down the hillside, though not as 
often as before. On 7 August the 2nd LH, which had 
been belted on Quinn’s in May, was belted there again 
in a charge to distract the Turks from the main attack 
on Chunuk Bair. Despite the improvements, Quinn’s 
remained to the end a miserable place. Men got 
callous pretty quickly there, one veteran recalled. 

Anzac Treasures: The Gallipoli Collection of the 
Australian War Memorial (Murdoch Books, $69.99) 
is out now. For full footnotes and references, please 
refer to the book. Turn the page for the opportunity 
to win one of 40 copies. 

Right Men of the 15th Battalion 
in a recess on the rear slope of 
Quinn’s waiting to charge Turks 
trapped in the bomb proof near 

the skyline after the Turkish 
attack on 29 May. The left wall 

of the recess was sheltered, the 
right wall exposed. The image is 
a composite of two photographs 

taken by Bean, purportedly 
about the time of Quinn’s death. 

Courtesy AWM, ID G01006 and 
G01011. Opposite Light relief at 

Christmastime. Courtesy AWM,  
ID P01116.024.

Right A typical  
Quinn’s obstacle:  
barbed wire wrapped 
around branches, ready 
for pushing over the 
parapet. Courtesy  
AWM, ID REL00301.



This issue, we’re giving away Anzac Treasures:  
The Gallipoli Collection of the Australian War 
Memorial. Forty copies are up for grabs from 
Murdoch Books and the Australian War Memorial. 
Subscribe to Inside History by 31 December 2014 
for the opportunity to win a copy. (Don’t forget 
to answer the question below.)

subscribe
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QUESTION: Which Battalion  
of the Australian Imperial Force 
was the first to land at Gallipoli  
on 25 April 1915?

Anzac Treasures is the  
latest book from leading 
Australian military historian 
Dr Peter Pedersen. It draws 
on priceless objects such 
as personal memorabilia, 
photos and works of art in the 
Australian War Memorial’s 
collection. Dr Pedersen provides 
unparalleled insight into the 
campaign at Gallipoli and its 
impact on Australian society. 
Illustrated with pictures of 
items rarely seen before, this 
book will enable generations  
of Australians to see the  
story of Gallipoli in a new light.

WIN a copy of 
Anzac Treasures

SUBSCRIBE FOR THE CHANCE TO

WIN 
ONE OF 40 

BOOKS, WORTH 

$69.99 
EACH!
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Although these soldiers from the Victorian Mounted 
Rifles (pictured c.1908–09 at the Longwood Rifle Range) 
all shared the hometown of Longwood, Victoria, their 
military experiences varied greatly. Standing to the far 
left is the venerated Leslie Cecil Maygar, who was 
awarded the Victoria Cross for an action in Transvaal 
during the Boer War. Beside him is Frederick Harold 

Tubb (front row, second left), who would later earn his 
own VC amid the desperate fighting in the trenches at 
Lone Pine, Gallipoli. 

Sitting on the right side of the front row are George 
and Herbert Kong-Meng. They settled in Longwood 
after the death of their father, prominent Melbourne 
businessman Lowe Kong-Meng. Born in Penang, he 
was a Chinese community leader, marrying Mary Ann 

Prussia from Tasmania in 1860.
As residents of Longwood, the Kong-Meng brothers 

became active members of the Victorian Mounted Rifles 
prior to World War I. Eventually they both fought for 
King and country during the war, but this was not without 
incident. George’s letter to The Argus in Melbourne, 
published on 24 January 1916, tells a tale of frustration  
and discrimination after being deemed unsuitable  
because he was not “substantially of European origin”:

The Prime Minister has appealed to every man of 
military age to join the colours; but, if this is the 
treatment the native born are to receive I am afraid  

the appeal will fall on deaf ears. England and 
France deem it fit to use coloured troops to defend 
their shores but the great Australian democracy 
denies its own subjects the same opportunity. 

The next day, The Argus published a supportive riposte 
citing other ethnic groups fighting for the British Empire:

There seems to be no good and sufficient reason  
for the refusal to allow Mr. George Kong-Meng 
to serve with his fellow Australians at the front… 
Maoris are not substantially of European origin; 
neither are members of the various Indian 
regiments; neither are our allies the Japanese... 

Despite initially high numbers, by 1916 enlistments in 
the AIF had dropped markedly. The 1916 referendum, 
although close, rejected Prime Minister William  

Morris Hughes’ patriotic advocacy for conscription. 
With recruiting numbers further dwindling as the war 

dragged on, George was eventually accepted into the ranks. 
Herbert attained the rank of Sergeant in the 1st Australian 
Division before he was invalided back to Australia. George’s 

Australians from ethnic backgrounds enlisting at the time.
A memorial honouring three VC recipients from the 

Longwood area will open in Euroa in late 2014.
— Rowan Tracey, Sydney, NSW 
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On 1 November 1914, the first Australian Imperial Force convoy sailed from Albany  
to join the First World War. For many, this was the last they saw of home.

This intricately designed fine silver commemorative coin depicts a lone horseman’s silhouette,  
symbolic of each individual story behind the eager and determined faces of those embarking for war.

Secure your limited edition coin today  
and honour the beginning of the Anzac story.

Also available in a commemorative gold proof coin.

Main image by kind permission of the Albany History Collection.

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FIRST AIF CONVOY

1300 652 020
eshop.ramint.gov.au



Getting started on your 
family tree is easy
Ancestry.com.au is the perfect place to start your family tree. With helpful 
features such as Ancestry Hints™ plus over 9 billion searchable historic  
family history records from Australia, the UK, the US, and Europe, you will  
be amazed at what you can discover. 

5 easy steps to get started 

1.  Start with yourself and work backwards

2.  Interview your relatives, beginning with the eldest

3.   Document and organise what you find and enter  
this into your online tree

4.  Search Ancestry’s historic records for your  
ancestors and watch your tree grow

5.  Share your tree with family members and ask  
them to help fill in the blanks.

For more information on how to get started with your  
family tree, simply download our FREE Getting Started  
Guide. Its packed with fantastic tips and hints including  
how to successfully search the historical records.

Download your FREE Getting Started Guide 
Visit ancestry.com.au/insidehistory
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