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“You’ve taken your first 
step into a larger world.”
—Obi-Wan Kenobi, A New Hope

T
he first question I’m always asked 

when people find out what I do for 

a living is always: “How do you fill 

a magazine full of Star Wars?” What they 

are really saying is that they are unaware 

of the myriad books, comic books, and 

videogames that fill in the crucial gaps 

in the Star Wars story. Of course, I’m not 

saying that you need to read every piece 

of Star Wars fiction to enjoy the saga, but 

it undoubtedly makes it more fun. 

This issue we have an exclusive chat 

between authors Claudia Gray and Chuck 

Wendig, two writers who have changed Star 

Wars storytelling. Both were tasked with 

bridging the original trilogy and the prequel 

trilogy, and both offered stories that are 

creative, original, and certain to provoke 

debate within the fan community. 

A perennial fan-favorite, Han Solo is back 

in action, courtesy of our friends at Marvel 

Comics. We talk to the editor of Marvel’s 

Star Wars titles, Jordan D. White, about 

Han’s exciting return. 

So next time somebody asks how we 

fill the Insider each issue, I’m going to point 

them towards the work of Marvel, Del Rey, 

and others, and say that if you haven’t seen 

what’s going on with these guys, then you 

haven’t  really seen Star Wars! 

May the Force be with you… always.
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ALL THE COOL NEWS FROM THE STAR WARS  UNIVERSE

THE FORCE AWAKENS 

SOUNDTRACK COMES 

WITH INCREDIBLE 

HAND-ETCHED 

HOLOGRAMS ON 

ITS LATEST VINYL 

RELEASE. INSIDER 

TOOK THE CUTTING-

EDGE TECH FOR A SPIN 

AT THE LEGENDARY 

ABBEY ROAD STUDIOS.

REVOLUTIONARY!



A
bbey Road Studios in London, 
England, has played host to 
some of the best and most 

famous recording artists in the 
world. Most famously the birthplace 
of every Beatles album, it is also 
where Pink Floyd explored The Dark 

Side of the Moon, where Radiohead 
nurtured Kid A, and where John 
Williams and the London Symphony 
Orchestra created the classic sound 
of all three Star Wars prequel movies 
and much of Return of the Jedi.

But on June 6, Studio Two at 
Abbey Road was fi lled with the 
sound of “Rey’s Theme” and other 
favorites from The Force Awakens, 
as Universal Music and Walt Disney 
Records made use of the historic 
space to unveil a remarkable 
new edition of the fi lm’s Oscar-
nominated soundtrack.

Pressed on 180-gram double 
vinyl, the new edition is unusual 
not because of how it sounds, but 
because of how it looks when you 
play it. Shine a light on either disc 
as it revolves on your turntable, and 
a hologram appears—seemingly 
fl oating in mid-air!

With one disc boasting a 
shimmering Millennium Falcon 
hologram and the other a twinkling 

TIE fi ghter, enjoying the 
soundtrack becomes an audio-

visual experience that draws 
you closer into a galaxy 

where holograms can be 
part of everyday life. It’s 
not quite as advanced 
as the messaging 
systems used by the 
likes of Princess Leia 
and Supreme Leader 
Snoke, but it is pretty 
much on a par with the 

wireframe projections of 
the Death Star plans.

The science behind the 
holograms is simple enough 

(see panel), and is known 
as “abrasion holography.”  

Pioneered by William Beaty in 
the 1990s, it has been refi ned and 
developed by Tristan Duke and his 
research lab, Infi nity Light Science, 
leading to the discovery that the 

technique lends itself especially well 
to application on vinyl records. Duke 
was on hand to launch the record at 
Abbey Road, and explained how the 
project had come about.  

“I started working with laser 
holography eight years ago, and 
vinyl was an accidental side project 
when I was thinking about ways to 
reproduce the hand-drawn illusion 
of depth,” he recalled. “Abrasion 
holograms are completely hand-
etched, and all you need to make 
them is a polished surface, a 
ruler, and a compass. Just like a 
vinyl record, it’s all about making 
grooves in a circle.

“It’s a perfect match, because 
pairing visual art with music has 
always been one of the great 
things about vinyl records, and it’s 
something that has been lost in the 
digital age. Adding Star Wars into 
the mix makes it even more perfect, 
because Star Wars is what made 
hologram a household word, and 
the depiction of holograms in those 
fi lms planted some major seeds in 
my mind as a child.” 

Any focused light source can be 
used to make the holograms appear 
as the records play, with the built-in 
fl ashlight of a smartphone being 
especially well suited to the task. 
If you don’t have a record player, 
a version of the effect can still be 
achieved by rotating the discs by 
hand. The double album comes in a 
gatefold sleeve with liner notes by 
J.J. Abrams and a 16-page booklet.

Star Wars: The Force Awakens 

Original Motion Picture Soundtrack 

is available now on holographic 

double vinyl.

SO HOW DOES IT WORK?
Making a curved scratch in a refl ective 
surface creates a groove that refl ects light 
in more than one direction. That means 
that your left eye sees a slightly different 
refl ection than your right eye. The point 
where the two refl ections cross over in 
your line of sight creates the illusion that 
a single point of light is fl oating in mid-air. 
Carefully combining lots of curved scratches 
in a pattern (for example, the shape of the 
Millennium Falcon) creates lots of “fl oating” 
points of light in the same pattern. Closing 
one eye spoils the illusion, and reveals that 
the points of light are, in fact, fl at on the 
refl ective surface and not fl oating above it.
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WOOKIEE-HEE-HEE
Y

ou might not recognize the name Candace Payne—and 
you certainly won’t know her face—but she is the star 
of the latest Star Wars sensation, seen more than 150 

million times so far!
Mrs. Payne, a 37-year-old mom of two, went into a store in 

Texas to pick up something “for the kids” and came out with 
an electronic Chewbacca mask, which she immediately tried 
on in the parking lot.

The genuine amusement she got from the mask—which 
makes Wookiee roars and growls whenever the wearer opens 
his or her mouth—has no doubt been replicated by other 
owners of the same product all around the world. But what 
made Mrs. Payne’s experience unique was that she recorded 
it using Facebook’s new streaming video tool, Facebook Live.
In the video, Mrs. Payne starts by unboxing the mask and 
describing it as she puts it on, but quickly descends into 
uncontrollable laughter for several minutes, all the while 
looking like a very, very happy Wookiee. Her written comment 
on the video is simply: “It’s the simple joys in life…”

Such joys are clearly appreciated far and wide, as the 
publicly available video quickly smashed the record for the 
most watched Facebook Live video since the service was 
fi rst introduced, back in May (the previous record-holder 
had around 10 million views). Mrs. Payne has since become 
a minor celebrity, known as the “Chewbacca mask lady” 
and making appearances on TV shows such as Good Morning 

America. Unsurprisingly, the mask itself has also seen 
a resurgence in popularity, and has been fl ying off store 
shelves ever since.

ROGUE ONE 

PACKAGING 

REVEALED
T

he next Star Wars movie is just 
around the corner, and you know 
what that means: Force Friday and 

cool collectibles! Here’s a look at the 
amazing box-art that will be gracing 
store shelves starting Fall 2016!

6    INSIDER



ROXY GETS A FRIEND
I

f you’ve been to a major convention 
such as Star Wars Celebration V or 
VI, chances are you’ve met Roxy the 

Rancor. This replica of Jabba the Hutt’s 
ferocious pet doesn’t bite. In fact, she 
doesn’t even move. She sits patiently at 
every event she attends, while hundreds 
of admirers wait in line to have a picture 
taken with her.

But look closely and you might now 
detect the hint of a smile, as Roxy is 
no longer alone on the megabeast 
convention circuit. Her creators at 
Pizzazz Scenic Contractors have turned 

their hands to another giant undertaking, 
and the result is the magnifi cent Lemmy 
the Luggabeast!

Based on the creature that Teedo is 
riding when Rey rescues BB-8 in The Force 

Awakens, Lemmy was named by public 
vote and made his debut appearance 
at MegaCon in Orlando, Florida, over 
Memorial Day weekend.

“We felt the luggabeast was signifi cant 
since it was the fi rst scene where Rey meets 
BB-8,” Matt Paisley, the beast’s part-owner 
and events coordinator told sci-fi  website 
io9, “and we know there are a lot of Rey 

cosplayers out there who would love the 
opportunity to re-create that scene!”

A true labor of love by Rick Bohler 
and Eric Hollander from Pizzazz, Lemmy 
is made from a mix of sculpting foam, 
fi berglass, wood, PVC, steel, and found 
items. He took 320 hours to sculpt and 
build, and another 160 hours to paint. He 
is 8 feet tall and 13 feet long, but weighs 
just 450 pounds making him (relatively) 
easy to transport. 

Keep up to date with Lemmy and Roxy’s 
touring schedule at facebook.com/
RoxyTheRancor

INSIDER 7    



LIGHTS, CAMERA,

ACTION 
FIGURES!

TEASING

B
y the time you read this, the 

fi rst two episodes of Star Wars 

Rebels Season Three will have 

premiered at Star Wars Celebration 

Europe in London. But the very fi rst 

sneak peek of the new season 

came, naturally enough, on May the 

4th, when executive producer Dave 

Filoni took to Twitter two share two 

images of things to come. 

Though the second shot is 

clearly Captain Rex, we can only 

speculate about the signifi cance of 

his Clone Wars-era helmet. And as 

for the fi rst, more cryptic image… 

Well, why not let us know what you 

think it could be, with a tweet that 

namechecks @SW_Insider!

TWEETS

8    INSIDER



I
f you’ve ever wanted an excuse to keep 
on playing with your Star Wars fi gures 
as an adult (okay, no one needs an 

excuse, but go with us on this), why 
not take a tip from Felix Hernandez 
Rodriguez? A lifelong Star Wars fan 
from Cancun, Mexico, he has combined 
his fl air for photography with his love 
for action fi gures, and spends much 
of his spare time getting properly 
hands-on with his Star Wars toys to 
create action scenes that he captures 
as dramatic, iconic photographs.

Hernandez isn’t fussy about what 
type of fi gure he shoots, so long as it 
is well designed. He has worked with 
classic 3 3/4-inch action fi gures, highly 
stylized Disney Infi nity fi gures, realistic 
sixth-scale collectibles, and more. He 
has loved stormtroopers since he was 
a child, and uses them as often as he 
can, in whatever form he can lay his 
hands on.

His fi rst memory of Star Wars is 
watching A New Hope when he was fi ve, 
and he recalls that the fi lm “opened a 
new world” for him. When he grew up to 
be a creative designer for the advertising 
industry, he realized that he could 
combine the concept photography that 
was part of his work with his love for 
Star Wars.

“If you’re creating concepts for 
something like a theme park, you can 
bring that to life with photography,” he 
explains. “But there isn’t always the 
time or money to commission new scale 
models, so I began using toys.”

Before long, Hernandez realized 
that photographing toys offered plenty 
of scope to do more than just help with 
his day job, and he started to shoot his 
action fi gures for fun. He tries to tell a 
story with every image, and adds digital 
effects afterwards to make his scenes 
more realistic.

“Storytelling is a must for me,” he 
says. “I usually have a general idea of 
something I want to do, then I take that 
idea into my dreams. I try to go into the 
characters’ feelings in that particular 
moment and pose them as if they were 
alive.” He spends up to 10 hours on every 
image, from setting them up to shooting 
them to editing and adding effects on 
screen. “It sounds complex,” he says, 
“but it really isn’t!”

You can see more of 
Hernandez’s work at facebook.
com/HernandezDreamphography 
and instagram.com/
felixhernandezrodriguez/. If his work 
inspires you to start photographing your 
own action fi gures, don’t forget to send 
the results to us at Star Wars Insider!
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M
usic lovers were quick 
to purchase The Force 

Awakens soundtrack 
when it was released late last 
year, but were just as swift to 
spot the absence of a certain 
Takodana toe-tapper. For as 
much as they loved John 
Williams’ majestic music, fans 
wanted to get their hands on 
“Jabba Flow”—the tune that 
played in Maz Kanata’s castle.

Well, May the 4th brings 
many rewards, and this year 
that auspicious date saw the 
release of “Jabba Flow” for 
sale on iTunes. Even more 
newsworthy than that, however, 
was J.J. Abrams made a 
surprise appearance in New 
York to perform a burst of the 
song alongside its composer, 
Lin-Manuel Miranda!

Miranda is the creator 
and star of current Broadway 
smash Hamilton, and makes 

LET IT FLOW!
ABRAMS SINGS AS FAN FAVORITE HITS ITUNES!

regular appearances 
outside the Richard 
Rodgers Theatre to 
entertain hopefuls who are 
waiting in line for a chance 
to win last-minute tickets 
to the show. For May 
the 4th, Miranda invited 
Abrams to make a guest 
appearance at one of these 
special performances, 
which have become must-
see events in themselves.

In front of a disbelieving 
but delighted crowd, the pair 
began by discussing how 
they met at a performance 
of Hamilton in 2014, where 
Miranda joked, “If you need 
music for the cantina, I’m 
your guy!” Miranda had 
previously revealed on 
Twitter that both he and 
Abrams performed vocals 
on the fi nal version of “Jabba 
Flow,” and the two men 
concluded their appearance 
by reprising the Huttese 
ditty, and announcing that 
it was now available to buy. 

You can watch the 
performance on YouTube 
at youtu.be/nGc8oMt2MiY.



BEFORE A HERO CAN 

TAKE A SINGLE STEP, 

THEY MUST BE CRAFTED 

WITH THE POTENTIAL 

TO WITHSTAND THE TESTS 

TO FOLLOW. IN HER 

ONGOING SERIES ON THE 

HERO’S JOURNEY, TRICIA 

BARR EXAMINES THE 

FOUNDATION OF THE FORCE 

AWAKENS ’ BREAKOUT 

CHARACTER, REY.

12    INSIDER



FOOTPRINTS IN THE SAND: 

IMPRESSIONS OF

I
magine Rey’s life story as footprints 
across the Jakku desert. Over time, 
the elements have erased or blurred 
her earliest tracks and left behind 

only what we see in The Force Awakens. 
What comes after this brief glimpse 
lies beyond the rise of a dune—to be 
discovered at a later time. Over the 
years, this occasional series of articles 
has evaluated the long, winding paths 
of many characters. But as Rey, Finn, 
Poe Dameron, and Kylo Ren begin 
brand new adventures in a brand new 
trilogy, we are granted a fresh 

opportunity to explore a monomyth 
from its very beginnings. Rather 
than following in the footsteps of 
these characters, we can walk beside 
them on their journey.

As we navigate the shifting sands, 
character development will be our 
focus. This begins with the drawing-
board stage, where a storyteller 
determines who each character 
is and what motivates them. These 
motivations do not need to be spelled 
out for the audience at the beginning 
of a tale, but they must become 
apparent along the way. Motivations 
can change signifi cantly during an 
adventure, and pivotal moments 
must be carefully deployed. While 
sudden shifts in a character’s 
heroic journey should be surprising, 
they must also be born out of the 

fundamental traits established by 
more gradual development. No single 
trait is enough to make a character 
interesting, but in combination they 
can create compelling heroes such 
as Rey.

SHOW AND TELL

When introducing a character, the 
storyteller has two devices at his 
or her disposal: showing the audience 
events that reveal information about 
the character and telling them pertinent 
facts. The latter is best used sparingly, 
and informs the well-known storyteller’s 
maxim: “Show, don’t tell.” 

Early on in The Force Awakens we 
see Rey dragging her scavenged loot 
to and from her speeder. This shows 

INSIDER 13    



she has a job—or at least a purpose— 
and that she is physically strong. Later,  
when she and Finn are fleeing Niima 
Outpost, he says, “We need a pilot,” and  
Rey tells him—and us—“We’ve got one.” 
This brief telling of information leads into  
an extended sequence of showing, with Rey 
running up the Millennium Falcon’s ramp, 
ordering Finn to the gunner station, and her 
hopping into the pilot’s seat and quickly 
taking the freighter aloft. 

Examples of similar tells followed by 
shows from  A New Hope include Han  
telling Obi-Wan about the Falcon’s speed 
capabilities before escaping Imperial pursuit 
on Tatooine, and Luke telling Wedge he used 
to bulls-eye womp rats in his T-16 before 
making the impossible shot that destroys 
the first Death Star.

By the time Rey guides the Falcon  
in its hair-raising escape from Niima 
Outpost, the story has already laid the 
groundwork to prepare the audience for 
the thrilling chase through the ship 
graveyard. Rey first appears with her face 
obscured by a mask, in a shot tightly 
framed behind a hatch she is opening. 
This first impression doesn’t definitively 
imply gender, but the costume suggests 
practicality and a little flair (see sidebar). 
Rey clings to a nearly vertical wall, then 
jumps across to a rope. As the camera 
angle shifts, it reveals that she is 
descending into a massive man-made 
cavern. This person is shown to be brave, 
maybe even reckless. Immediately we 
know that—whoever this is—they share 
some of the attributes we associate with 
being a pilot of the Millennium Falcon.

When she is back outside, Rey 
unmasks and bangs the last drops of 
water from her canteen. She may be 
brave, but she is still vulnerable to the 
elements. A wide shot reveals her location
as a ruined Star Destroyer in an otherwise
featureless desert. She is isolated—not 
only geographically but also from the 
heart of the action. The ship is a relic  
and the battle that downed it is long over. 
This sense is reinforced as Rey dines 
alone in the shell of an AT-AT. It is  
a stark contrast to The Phantom Menace 
and A New Hope, where food is used to 
bring family dynamics into focus. Image 
after image frames our hero as small, 
from her speeder passing the starship 
graveyard to her standing below Unkar 
Plutt waiting for her trade. Combined with
a lack of dialogue during Rey’s first 
minutes on screen, the imagery leaves  
us in no doubt about the harsh, empty 
world that Rey inhabits.

Yet, while contrasts such as Rey’s  
lonely meal reinforce the idea that we  
are seeing something new, images  
such as Rey on her speeder hark back 
 to previous films in the Star Wars saga.  
It is not uncommon for movies to draw  
on well-known archetypes to create a 
visual lexicon to which the audience can 
relate, but Star Wars is in the unique 
position of being able to draw from its  
own widely recognized iconography. 
Previously, both Luke and Anakin had 
guided their own speeders across desert 
landscapes (dressed in similar attire) 
before setting out on adventures that put 
their piloting skills to more dramatic use. 

By the time Rey points the Falcon 
toward space, our time spent with her  
on Jakku has established many of the 
traits that will drive her character arc  
in the future. The vulnerability on Rey’s 
face as she scrubs her scavenged wares 
reappears in Maz’s castle on Takodana. 
Her self-sufficiency comes back into play 
following her escape from Kylo Ren’s 
torture chamber on Starkiller Base.  
Most importantly, the self-belief that  
has sustained her during perilous 
scavenger hunts on Jakku continues to 
serve her well when she summons the 
courage to close her eyes and call upon 
the Force to help her defeat Kylo Ren.

A DIFFERENT TYPE  

OF HERO

As so far revealed in The Force Awakens, 
Rey shares many characteristics with  
her predecessor protagonists, Anakin 
and Luke. However, she exists in a 
wider world of storytelling (across  
all media) where female characters 
do not share parity with their male 
counterparts in either quantity or 
quality. In the past few years, the  
White House and the United Nations 
have championed initiatives to promote 
STEM (science, technology, engineering  

14    INSIDER



Taking aim! Rey

takes on the First

Order during

a pivotal scene in

The Force Awakens.  

Movie costumes aren’t just clothes: 

they  are visual clues about the 

character wearing them. Even before 

they knew Rey’s name, fans had 

already been inspired to make their 

own version of the costume based on 

brief glimpses of the character from 

the very fi rst teaser trailer. Before 

the movie opened in theaters, Insider 

asked a couple of cosplayers what the 

scavenger attire told them about Rey 

as a character.

Lisa Curtis Saunders: It’s certainly 

given me an appreciation for her 

resourcefulness, learning all the 

details of the costume and the 

purposes behind them. It’s a 

comfortable, practical costume for 

a tough, practical lady. Beyond that 

it’s hard to know, but I am ridiculously 

excited to fi nd out.

Kay Serna: With some of the 

complications fi guring out how all 

the elements fi t together, I had to 

believe everything she wore was for 

a reason beyond just looking good on 

fi lm. As I found all the pieces I needed 

for my costume build, I felt connected 

to Rey—being resourceful, making 

things work. When I put on the whole 

ensemble, I knew that much more 

about what it’s like to be her: how the 

fabrics make you stand; the range of 

movement she has. I even learned 

the hard way where she needs to 

wear the equivalent of sunscreen! 

From Star Wars color theory, I knew 

Rey is a hero. Just from the costume 

you can tell she’s practical, clever, 

and not afraid of getting dirty.

THE SCAVENGER 

COSTUME
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Taking on Kylo Ren

in the thrilling inal

confrontation.
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and math) careers for women. In storytelling, 
particularly on television, the number of 
female characters shown to have STEM 
specialisms is increasing. But often these 
roles are defi ned in relation to a male 
protagonist’s story arc, for example 
Felicity Smoak in Arrow or Amy Farrah 
Fowler in The Big Bang Theory. In the 
original trilogy, Leia participates in repairs 
on the Falcon but she isn’t intended to be 
a mechanically gifted character like Rey—
who fi xes a dangerous leak and prevents 
the hyperdrive from blowing. Rey is a 
STEM protagonist in the same way as Anakin 
in the prequel trilogy, but because she is front
and center as a STEM female, she offers a 
more progressive role model for male and 
female viewers alike.

Throughout The Force Awakens, Rey resists 
bullies: from Unkar Plutt and his thugs who 
want to take BB-8 to Kylo Ren who wishes 
to take things from her mind against her 
will. Her own experience gives her empathy 
with others who are struggling against powerful 
forces—not only BB-8 and Finn, but also the 
largely absent Luke to whom she is inexorably 
drawn. Of course, such characters are not 
unique to Star Wars; but this is by no means 
the only heroic archetype, and for Rey to 
be molded along those lines shows a clear 
dramatic intent. It is surely no coincidence 
that during production of The Force Awakens 
two of the guests who visited the set were Katie 
Goldman—the young girl whose schoolmates 
told her that Star Wars was “just for boys”—
and Malala Yousafzai—the Nobel Prize-winning 
activist for female education who grew up under 
repressive Taliban rule in Pakistan.

“CLASSIFIED, REALLY? 

ME TOO.”

One of the most exciting things about 
our journey with Rey is that it is only just 
beginning. Though we think we have a clear 
idea of the major players by the end of The 

Force Awakens, we also know that Star Wars 

has a track record of defying our initial 
expectations. We believed that Padmé was 
a handmaiden and had no reason to doubt the 
story that Obi-Wan told about the fate of Luke’s 
father. We could not have imagined that Leia 
would be revealed as Luke’s sister, either. But 
clues are often hidden in plain sight, and when 
it comes to Rey there are moments when she 
is clearly less forthcoming than she might be. 
After she saves Finn from the rathtar, she 
brushes off the blast door closing as lucky. 
Later, when Finn asks how she got away from 
Kylo Ren on Starkiller Base, she answers: 
“I can’t explain it. And you wouldn’t believe 
it.” Just like Finn, the audience doesn’t know 
everything about Rey, and probably won’t 
for a few more years. In other words, 
“This is where the fun begins!” a

Next issue: How Rey’s arc fi ts into the 

monomyth structure yet also redefi nes it.

Tricia Barr is the co-author of

Ultimate Star Wars and host of the

popular Star Wars podcast Fangirls

Going Rogue. Follow her on Twitter

@fangirlcantina.

HAVE YOU?

MORE TO SAY
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GOING SOMEWHERE, 

SOLO? THE STAR 

WARS UNIVERSE ISN’T 

FINISHED WITH YOU JUST 

YET! THERE’S A WHOLE 

NEW RACE TO RUN IN THE 

HAN SOLO MINISERIES 

FROM MARVEL 

COMICS, AS SERIES 

EDITOR JORDAN D. 

WHITE TELLS 

MICHAEL KOGGE…





R
eports of Han Solo’s demise have 
been greatly exaggerated. This 
summer, the smart-mouthed 
scoundrel returns for a five-issue 

Marvel Comics miniseries all his own. Han 

Solo takes place between Star Wars and 
The Empire Strikes Back, when Han is still 
deciding whether or not to throw his 
remaining chips in with the Rebel Alliance. 
Written by Marjorie Liu (X-23, Monstress) 
and drawn by Mark Brooks (Cable & 

Deadpool, Ultimate X-Men), it tells the  
story of Han’s entry into daredevil starship 
race the Dragon Void Run. Yet there’s more 
at stake than just a reward. Her Royal 
Highness herself, Princess Leia, is using 
the race as cover for a top secret rebel 
mission. Star Wars Insider met Marvel 
Comics editor Jordan D. White at the 
starting line to find out more.

Star Wars Insider: Why did you want to  

do a Han Solo series? 

Jordan White: “Because he is awesome,” 
is the clear answer. Han was a top priority 
for us ever since we started working on 
Star Wars, and it was more a matter  
of “When?” than “Why?” We just needed  
to make sure we had the right creators 
and the right story in place. He’s so 
likeable, he’s so charming, and he’s such  
a key ingredient in the recipe for that 
original film. Imagine if Luke and Ben  
had chartered a flight with a run-of-the-
mill space captain. How much less fun is 
that movie? 

So why now?

I wanted Marjorie Liu to work on Star Wars 
for a while. I’d read the work she had done 
on X-Men and thought she would be a 
great fit and an exciting voice for the far 
away galaxy. I spoke with her, and when  
I heard how excited she was  to make it 
happen, I knew it was the right time. She 
pitched us a number of great story ideas 
for a variety of characters, but it was this 
Han Solo one that really resonated with 
[Lucasfilm’s] Story Group. Her pitch for 
Han Solo as essentially The Cannonball Run 
in space was right on the mark. I also 
thought it was about time we had Mark 
Brooks back working on interior art. 
Mark’s solely been doing covers for the 
last few years, including many for our Star 

Wars series. I cannot tell you how excited  
I am to have him doing the art for this 
series. When you look at the detail he  
has put into every page, you can see his 
enormous passion for Star Wars. It’s  
a real labor of love.

What’s the narrative arc of the series?

What runs throughout the story is the pull 
between Han’s old life as a rogue and 
scoundrel, and his new life with his friends 

Wahoo! Han Solo 

takes the controls 

of the Millennium 
Falcon ! Interior 

art by Mark 

Brooks.  
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as a hero and a rebel. He’s

always dreamed of entering

this race, but now that he’s

in it, he’s on a secret rebel

mission! He has to choose

between his new friends

and the chance for fortune

and glory. Wait, wrong

movie… But it still fits!

What makes Han

so appealing?

My favorite thing

about Han is that he

is a screw-up. He isn’t

a typical hero because

he spends half of his time

messing up, and the other

half trying to clean up

those messes. You root for

him to make good because

he’s so charming and likeable

while doing it. He usually does,

but that doesn’t change the

fact that he gets himself into

problems in the first place.

How does Chewie fit into the

story? If the Wookiee wins,

will he get a medal?

First off, we confirmed in the

Chewbaccaminiseries that

Chewie did get a medal after

the Battle of Yavin—he just

doesn’t wear it for cultural

reasons to do with his

bandolier. As for the Dragon

Void Run, I am not so sure

they give medals to the

winner. We’ll have to see

when we hit the finish line

—if we hit the finish line!

Han Solo #1 has some

beautiful variant covers.

How do you attract so many

great artists?

We’re incredibly lucky in

that Marvel has access to

the best artists in the comic-

book business, and so many

of them share our deep love

of Star Wars. Everyone wants

to show their take on Luke

and Darth Vader; their take

on Rey and Kylo Ren; and their

“MY FAVORITE 

THING ABOUT HAN 

IS THAT HE IS  

A SCREW-UP.” 

Follow Jordan D. White on

Twitter @cracksh0t

Follow Michael Kogge online

at michaelkogge.com or on

Twitter @michaelkogge

AVE YOU?

MORE TO SAY

take on Han Solo. It’s an 

embarrassment of riches in 

that respect. We’re happy to  

be able to share so many 

visions of this universe with 

the readers.

What’s a standard day  

in the life of a Star Wars  

comics editor?

Every day is  

a mad world 

of plate-

spinning.  

I work on 

several issues 

at once, so  

I have pages  

of art coming in 

from various pencilers, 

inkers, and colorists.  

I review each one  

and send back any 

notes I have, which 

sometimes just means 

telling the artists how 

terrific it all looks. 

There are also scripts 

from writers that  

I need to read and 

comment on; lettering 

drafts I need to give notes 

on; and final proofs of 

comic-books being printed 

that week, which I need to 

check and sign off. On top  

of all that, there are planning 

meetings and calls with 

Lucasfilm to discuss new and 

ongoing projects. My wife plays 

games on her cellphone where 

you run a virtual cake shop or 

whatever: taking orders, baking 

cakes, delivering them, and  

then buying more ovens and 

ingredients. I can’t play those 

games—that’s my life every day, 

but with less frosting.

In a previous Insider interview, 

you’ve hinted at a Jar Jar 

Binks miniseries. We can’t  

let you go without asking for 

an update on that!   

Right now, I’ve decided to hold 

off on the Jar Jar story until  

I get George Lucas’ blessing. 

But for some reason he won’t 

take my calls…a

This page: 

Variant cover 

art by artist  

Scott Koblish. 

Opposite page: 

Newsstand 

cover art by 

Lee Bermejo. 
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THERE’S A STORM BREWING OVER BESPIN AS STAR WARS BATTLEFRONT 

REVEALS ITS LATEST DIGITAL EXPANSION PACK! 

f
ans of galactic combat take up 

arms—you’re needed on Cloud 

City! Star Wars Battlefront’s 

latest update is here in the 

form of a downloadable 

expansion pack, with new Hero characters 

Lando Calrissian and Dengar duking it 

out for supremacy among the clouds. 

Jonathan Wilkins caught up with DICE 

producer Craig McLeod to discuss 

shoot-outs, starfi ghter battles, 

and tactics…  

Star Wars Insider: Why did you choose 

Cloud City for this latest digital 

expansion pack? 

Craig McLeod: There are lots of reasons! 

It’s an iconic location, which a lot of people 

know from the original trilogy. It features 

one of Star Wars best-loved characters, 

Lando Calrissian—who we’ve introduced 

as a new Hero character. And it’s also 

visually unique compared to the other 

environments in Battlefront. Up until 

now we’ve only staged combat in 

deserts, forests, and the like. This is 

the fi rst time we have urban combat in 

a city environment.

What are the big differences between 

this environment and the previous ones? 

There is a lot of verticality in the urban 

setting, so it’s not as simple as going 

from point A to point B. You can leap 

down from a bridge to a lower platform 

or go up through a building. The gameplay 

space allows you to move around a little 

bit differently, creating a different pace 

and fl ow. It’s also much easier to pick 

out your enemies. The rebel soldiers, 

for example, blend in better in the forest 

on Endor than they do in the corridors 

on Cloud City.

With the next map based on the Death 

Star, is the game leaning more toward 

urban combat?

It’s really about providing a variety of 

gameplay and different experiences for 

people. We don’t want to pigeon-hole all 

of our expansion packs into one style of 

gameplay. That’s not fair to our players.

For instance, we had pretty tight maps 

in the fi rst expansion pack, Outer Rim; 

for Cloud City, we’re opening up things 

a little bit more. We’re bringing back 

Turning Point, Walker Assault, and 

Supremacy—the large game modes that 

people love. We also have a number of 

surprises coming up for expansion packs 

three and four.

Along with Lando, bounty hunter Dengar 

makes his debut in the game. What can 

you tell us about their abilities?

Dengar is designed as an in-your-face 

brawler—he’s meant to be in the thick of 
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the battle all the time. As he gains kills, 

he gains more armor, which should encourage 

players to put him right in the middle of things. 

We’ve also given him an explosive rush that 

creates a lot of mayhem.

By contrast, Lando is much more of a gambler, 

more of a trickster, and we tried to bring this out 

in various ways. He has a charge shot with a 

damage multiplier that increases the longer it’s 

charged. That creates a gambling aspect to his 

character in the game: Will you take lots of shots 

at a lower power, or take a risk on one shot with 

a very large payoff? He also has an incredibly 

powerful ability of system sabotage, which 

plays more to his trickster side. If he sets it 

off near you, it puts all of your Star Cards 

and Hero powers on cooldown! It’s all about 

trying to bring these characters’ 

personalities to life. That’s really 

important for us. 

Why did you choose Dengar 

over, say, Bossk or IG-88?

Dengar has a lot more 

personality than a character 

like IG-88. When we choose 

our Heroes, we didn’t just 

look at the movies; we also 

looked at comics and books 

and, in this case, The Clone Wars

animated series. We were really excited 

and intrigued by how Dengar has been 

developed in The Clone Wars and felt 

that we could create a deeper and more 

relatable hero—or villain—by using him 

in the game.

How do you strike the balance between 

new characters and ones that 

already exist? 

When we think about our characters and 

their abilities, we look at it from two 

angles. We want to bring out their 

personalities, but we also need to balance 

them against what’s come before—we don’t 

want to do anything exactly the same. So with 

any new character, we look at the movies, 

comics, and TV shows, and we speak to the 

team at Lucasfi lm. We set out to discover how 

a certain character would behave if we dropped 

them into the Battlefront experience. How will 

they team up with other characters? How will 

they work together? If we think about Dengar 

wanting to be on the front line and acting like 

a tank, then we know that he can protect Greedo 

and allow him to use his fi repower. Or we can 

pair Lando’s tactical style with the defensive 

support that Leia brings. 

Who is your favorite Battlefront 

Hero character?

It used to be Boba Fett. He is so very different and 

so dynamic—and his jet pack is wonderful! 

However, I’ve really done well as a player 

with Greedo. He’s a little harder to 

master, but once you get over the 

28    INSIDER



INSIDER 29    



initial hurdle of playing as Greedo, his 
skill and confi dence start to build—he 
can become incredibly powerful. He really 
does shine as a character, which comes 
back to what I was saying before about 
personality. So, from just a gameplay 
perspective, I think I prefer Greedo 
right now.

How do you go about building the map 

for a new expansion pack? Is it based 

on the actual set? Do you have to 

improvise depending on what’s best 

from a gameplay perspective?

It’s a bit of everything. Some sets are 
fantastic, but they may not be the best for 
gameplay. The fi rst thing we do is gather 
as much reference material as possible 
to make sure we stay authentic to the 
environment. That was one of the fi rst 
pillars of our game, and it still is. We’ll use 
movie footage, behind-the-scenes photos, 
cross-sections, and blueprints to block out 
known locations. That is where Lucasfi lm 
is a great partner, because they know it 
better than anyone else.

Jabba’s Palace is a great example 
of how we work. Its rooms proved to be 
much smaller than we had anticipated, 
and from a gameplay perspective we 
had to ask ourselves: How do you move 
through it? What are the lines of sight? 
Is there enough hard-cover versus 
soft-cover? And so on. Where it makes 
sense, we might create a new room, or 
a slightly bigger room, or even something 
hidden. We’ll get our concept artist 
involved, come up with some ideas, 
and then bounce them back and forth 
with Lucasfi lm to create a playable 
environment that respects the original 
location. The result is something like the 
hookah room in Jabba’s Palace, which 
isn’t seen in Return of the Jedi, but fi ts 
thematically in a really believable way.

How long does it take to put 

a map together?

It depends on the map and on the size of 
it. We really use the whole three months 
between expansion pack releases. First, we 
block out the map as a white room and get 
the distances right: We have to make sure 
the movement, the traversal, and 
the lines of sight are all correct. Then 
we start building what we call the “level 
construction kit,” where we really start 
to fl esh out the areas by adding props 
and polishing it all up. Right now, I’d 
say it takes us somewhere between 
eight and ten weeks to get a map up 
and running.

A lot of those props are scanned from 

the originals, aren’t they? That must 

take quite a lot of time.

It does! We’ve done a lot of scanning 
at the Lucasfi lm Archives; and for the 

environments we have been to the actual 
fi lming locations. We’ve set such an 
amazing quality bar with our visuals 
and our audio that we want to make sure 
we stay true to everything throughout.
We want all the new experiences we are 
creating to have the exact same care 
and attention as all our previous ones.

What is the biggest challenge you have 

faced while making Battlefront?

There have been two. The fi rst I’ve already 
mentioned, which is how to choose where 
to go in this vast universe. The second is 

that it’s really hard to condense the kind 
of map and characters and the quality 
level that you see within our game into 
shorter timeframes or expansion packs. 
With every new location, there’s very little 
that you can reuse from other sets, so you 
have to create a whole new environment 
every time.

Have you ever considered using locations 

from the prequels?

One of the biggest dilemmas we faced 
when we started making Battlefront 
was what timeframe to place the game in? 

play the 
mcleod way

CRAIG’S TOP TIPS FOR 

BATTLEFRONT SUCCESS

Star Wars Battlefront makes it 
very easy to sprint straight into 
the action, which is fantastic. 
But it can pay to take it more 
slowly and tactically. So…

Don’t rush in without a plan. 
You’re just giving away your 
location on the radar.

Don’t “spray and pray.” Again, 
shooting without a good chance 
of success is just advertising 
yourself as a target. 

Make use of your environment. 
If you stay under cover, you can 
often lure your opponent to you.

If you see an opponent around 
a corner, pull back and take 
a couple of seconds to plan 
your attack.

If you have Star Cards on 
cooldown, let them refresh 
before you attack. Make sure 
all your utilities are actually 
available to use. 
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The Star Wars universe is so grand and 

rich, with so many different locations 

and fantastic characters. Very early on, 

we decided that we wanted to explore 

the original trilogy most of all—and 

with so many places still to explore 

within that, I don’t think we’re ready 

to move on just yet.

What will fans enjoy most about this 

expansion pack?

A couple of things make me really excited 

about it. One is that we’re bringing our 

signature mode, Walker Assault, into 

Cloud City—a fi rst for an urban setting. 

We know it is much-loved, and the ability 

to have it in a city environment is amazing.

Secondly, I would say, is Fighter Squadron. 

I love it. It’s a wonderful dogfi ghting mode. 

Bringing it into the cloudscapes of Bespin 

is fantastic.

Will we ever see more vehicles for 

the Fighter Squadron mode?

We added a new aerial vehicle, the 

cloud car, into the pack for Bespin. 

You can’t have Cloud City without it! 

It’s a little slower than some of the 

other ships, but it’s more nimble and 

capable of making tight turns. It adds 

a new layer of gameplay tactics to the 

overall experience. a

Star Wars: Battlefront is avaliable for

Xbox One, Playstation 4 and PC.

HAVE YOU

MORE TO SAY
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What was your reaction to seeing S

for the fi rst time?

I was very young when A New Hope c

out and—though I have been assure

I did see it in the theater—it is hard

that experience specifi cally. That sa

remember the trash compactor bein

source of more than a few nightmar

and thinking that Luke was just abo

coolest guy in the world, bar none…

Which he still is! 

 When did you fi rst become aware o

Star Wars fandom?

I remember seeing issues of Star 

Wars Insider around when I was a ki

and my buddies and I would always

be talking about the series and 

speculating about what might be co

next. I became really aware of fando

when the announcement came that

prequels were on the way. The inter

had more or less come into its own 

point, and it was clear that the comm

of Star Wars fans was enormous, 

everywhere, and very, very excited.

CHARLES SOULE IS THE BEST-SELLING 

AUTHOR BEHIND THE EXCITING NEW 

COMIC-BOOK SERIES, POE DAMERON. 

HE ALSO WROTE THE MUCH-LOVED 

MINISERIES LANDO AND OBI-WAN & 
ANAKIN INTERVIEW MARK NEWBOLD
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Trade paperback editions of Star Wars: Lando
and Obi-Wan & Anakin are available now.

Poe Dameron is published monthly, with the
first trade paperback set for release

on December 6, 2016.

HAVE YOU?

MORE TO SAY

Where and when did you sign your fi rst 

Star Wars autograph?      

San Diego Comic-Con, July 2015. I was doing 

a signing at the Marvel booth. I remember 

that one of the fi rst autographs I did was 

for a very dapper gentleman. I didn’t catch 

his name, but he certainly wore his cape 

with fl air!

Which is your favorite Star Wars fi lm 

and why? 

I think it’s probably The Empire Strikes 

Back. It still amazes me to this day that 

the very fi rst sequel managed to deepen 

and even outdo in many ways the hugely 

rich mythology presented in A New Hope. 

The series grew up right alongside Luke 

in that fi lm, and it took it from one really 

good space-fantasy action movie into an 

enduring cultural institution. Plus, it’s just

a blast to watch. I love it. a

Do you have a 

favorite scene from

The Force Awakens?

I really enjoyed the entire 

sequence from Finn meeting 

Rey all the way through the 

incredible Millennium Falcon 

escape run through the 

wrecked Star Destroyer. 

That and the very last scene, 

where we get to see Luke 

at long last. He looked 

exactly like I’d always 

imagined. Just weathered, 

powerful, and perfect. That guy’s 

seen some stuff, no doubt about it.
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AUTHOR TO

AUTHORS CLAUDIA GRAY AND CHUCK WENDIG HAVE DONE MUCH 

TO EXPAND THE STAR WARS UNIVERSE AFTER THE EVENTS OF 

RETURN OF THE JEDI. INSIDER LISTENS IN AS THEY DISCUSS 

THEIR LATEST BOOKS, BLOODLINE AND AFTERMATH: LIFE DEBT.

CLAUDIA GRAY’S 

STAR WARS NOVELS 
Star Wars: Lost Stars (2015)

Star Wars: Bloodline (2016)

CHUCK WENDIG’S 

STAR WARS NOVELS 
Star Wars: Aftermath (2015)

Star Wars: Aftermath: Life Debt (2016)

Star Wars: Aftermath: Empire’s 

End (2017)
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C
laudia Gray: Okay, Chuck, a little 

bird has told me some of the 

good stuff you’ve written for 

Han and Leia in Life Debt, and 

I’m going to be totally honest: I’m so 

jealous. Like, I’d pillow fi ght you for it. 

In the arena. We meet at dawn. Seriously, 

how psyched were you when you found 

this out? And how did you start to prepare?

Chuck Wendig: I might win a pillow 

fi ght. If only because I have one of those 

memory-foam ones, and it’s heavy like 

a brick. Though if this is really happening 

at dawn, you win, because I’ll still 

be asleep. 

What were we talking about? Han 

and Leia! I was psyched. I am psyched, 

and I have no idea how I did it. This is 

wearing the shoes of giants—giant 

characters, giant voices, giant personalities. 

We have Lucasfi lm and the Story Group to 

guide these stories, but I think the one 

thing I have specifi cally going for me is 

that the movies are such a part of my 

psychic tapestry that these characters 

aren’t just on the screen, they’re in my 

head. So when it came time to translate 

them to the page, at certain points I felt 

them rattling around in there. All I had to 

do was carefully tip my head and spill 

them out. Sometimes it felt very natural. 

The times it didn’t feel natural were when 

I thought too hard about it! Worrying too 

much. Your task was more challenging, 

and the result, by the way, is totally 

sublime. You tackled an iteration of Leia 

that exists beyond our margins. We get to 

AUTHOR!
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see her in The Force Awakens, but 
not that much. You get to, in a way, 
own her presentation in that era of 
the universe. What was that like? 
How do you prepare for that? How 
did you evolve her to where she is 
now in Bloodline?

CG: I’m so glad that you enjoyed 
Bloodline and its take on Princess 
Leia. I know I should be calling her 
General Organa or at least General 
Leia by now, but it’s going to take 
more than six months to break the 
habit of nearly 40 years. As Max Von 
Sydow said, “To me, she is royalty.” 

Honestly, I think my process is 
a lot like yours, in that it really isn’t 
a writerly process at all. It’s a fan 
thing. If you’re a hardcore fan, you 
keep the characters you love close 
to you. In this case, we’ve both kept 
Han and Leia close for decades. 
Asking what they’d think or how 
they’d feel is second nature. As 
soon as I learned where Leia 
was at the time of Bloodline—the 
Resistance, the imminent fall of 
Ben, and the break with Han—my 
fan brain took over. All my writer 
self had to do was keep up with 
the pure nerd fuel being created. 

I feel weirdly unprofessional 
admitting that. Obviously I can’t 
approach the books only as a fan. 
If I did that, my books would 
basically be 400 pages of Han 
and Leia having cute banter, and 
then Obi-Wan Kenobi coming back 
from the dead. Or it would read 
a lot like my fanfi c. But I can’t write 
these characters and this universe 
without my fan self playing a 
huge role. My geekery is a big 
part of the fuel I draw on as a Star 

Wars writer. Is that true for you too?

CW: My own fan-love for the 
franchise is defi nitely the deepest 
well of fuel. But I fi nd now, with 
my son being a fan, and me being 
an adult with… mostly adult 
concerns, I want to put my own 
imprint on the universe. It’s so 
amazing to be able to put my 
fi lthy fi ngerprints all over this 
story-world, and I feel like 
a trespasser intruding upon 
a deliciously forbidden space. 

The movies are awesome 
for their more black-and-white, 
good-and-evil perspective. Two 
hours of rollicking science-fantasy 
fun is not a great place for nuance. 
But novels, man! You get tens of 
thousands of words, hundreds of 
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Han and Leia 

say a sad 

farewell 

on D’Qar. 
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pages… I feel like Bloodline uses

that well. How do you approach

that? How do you translate your

adult point of view to the story

-world while still having fun?

Does Bloodline reflect anything

about being a grown-up; about

real-world politics or society?

CG: Grown-up concerns definitely

play a role in Bloodline, especially

since Leia’s only a few years older

in the book than I am now. I’m still

an overgrown fangirl, an optimist,

and many other shiny happy things,

but I’ve hit the point in life where

bad breaks aren’t merely setbacks.

Some of them are outcomes.

Accepting this, and dealing with

the fact that for some things there

are no do-overs or consolations:

that’s the work of midlife. And some

of that is where Leia is in Bloodline.

She has the exact same moral

compass that she did when she

was 19 years old and ready for

action, but now she has a greater

understanding of the complexity

of human nature, including her own.

So I got to weave that into the story.

There are as few real-life

political elements in the book as

I could manage, because if I never

have to hear about [the 2016]

election again it will be too soon.

In fact, I made a point of establishing

that both the Populist and Centrist

factions have right and left wings.

However, this hasn’t stopped a

lot of people from seeing political

parallels in it, including some that

I find mystifying. Maybe Bloodline

operates as a sort of fan Rorschach

test? Others have also spotted a

few links to early colonial American

politics, which I think is totally

credible. I didn’t intend it, but

I did go to see Hamilton while

I was writing the book; and as

anyone exposed to that musical

knows, it eats your brain! So it

wouldn’t surprise me if some of

that bled through.

You, meanwhile, are writing a

younger Han and Leia, at what must

be the single most optimistic, elated

time in their lives. At the point of

Aftermath: Life Debt, they just kicked

the Empire’s butt six ways from

Sunday! They’re in love! Han’s gonna

free Kashyyyk! Everything’s going to

be incredible! Or not… How do you

weave in a more nuanced, three-

dimensional take on events at a

point in life when even older, wiser

people could get carried away?

CW:Writing Han, Leia, and Chewie

at this time is fascinating. Coming

off Return of the Jedi, this is a time of

great optimism and hope: The New

Republic is on the rise, the Empire is

on the decline, and Han and Leia are

married and poised to have a child. It’s

a pivot toward somany better things!

Except…Nowwe know that’s not

entirely true, is it? Their child goes

bad; Luke is gone; the NewRepublic

is bound up in its own politics; and

the First Order is rising out of the

shadows. It’s a transitional point for

that generation of characters, and

I, personally, am at that transition

point, too. I still have a lot of the

idealism of youth, but I also have

a young son, and I can’t be a kid

anymore. In pop culture, I havemy

StarWars and now he has his, too.

Politically, I’m caught in amindset

and a country that seems to swerve

erratically between optimism,

realism, and cynicism—and in the

story world, I see that, too. Though

the politics aren’t mirrored in Life

Debt, the feel of the politics is—and

I think that’s the case in Bloodline, too.

Part of that weird balance is

treating this stuff with nuance and

maturity, but not too much nuance

and maturity. This is still Star Wars!

It’s still laser blasters and laser

swords and shaggy co-pilots and

slug-bodied gangsters. How do

you balance the fun stuff with the

heavier material without going too

far in one direction?

“[HAN AND LEIA] KICKED THE EMPIRE’S BUTT SIX

WAYS FROM SUNDAY! THEY’RE IN LOVE! HAN’S

GONNA FREE KASHYYYK! EVERYTHING’S GOING TO

BE INCREDIBLE! OR NOT...”—CLAUDIA GRAY
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The 19-year-old 

Leia oversees

the Battle

of Yavin.
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HAVE YOU?

MORE TO SAY
Claudia Gray’s website is

 www.claudiagray.com and her 
Twitter handle is @claudiagray

Chuck Wendig’s website is 
http://terribleminds.com/ and his 

Twitter handle is @ChuckWendig

CG: Balancing the dark and the light? It’s 

historically diffi cult to do in Star Wars: just ask 

Anakin Skywalker. Both of the Star Wars books I’ve 

written to date have been fairly dark—particularly 

elements of their endings. Thankfully, it’s nearly 

impossible to write about Star Wars without being 

drawn to the stuff that makes it the most fun—the 

humor between the characters, the fantastical 

planets, the cool ships, and the thrill of getting to 

zoom around in it all. Oh, and lightsabers. 

Lightsabers are TOTAL FUN, but I haven’t 

been able to write anything with 

lightsabers yet. Honestly, what I try to do 

is envision the scenes as though they were 

in a movie—the screen-wipe transitions, 

the planetary-orbit shots, and so forth. 

I fi nd if I’m thinking cinematically, enough 

of the fun stuff arrives to enliven the 

heavier moments. 

CW: A more specifi c question, then: 

What’s your favorite part of Bloodline? 

Or at least the part you loved writing 

the most?

CG: I have to admit, my favorite part 

to write was one of the heavier scenes, 

where Leia and Ransolm Casterfo begin 

talking about their personal experiences 

with Vader. We’ve all had those moments 

where we wind up telling someone things 

we never thought we’d say out loud to that 

person—it’s both painful and liberating. 

It let me dig in deeply with each of those 

characters and—even though it’s just two 

people talking—it hopefully sets the stage 

for a lot of what’s to come. How about you? 

What scenes should I be looking forward 

to in Life Debt?

CW: I’m lucky enough that Life Debt 

contains a wealth of excitement. Action on 

Chandrila, adventure on Kashyyyk, battles 

in space and on the ground. A lot of this 

features characters we know and love 

from the movies, too—Chewie, Han, Leia. 

But for my mileage, it’s not the exciting 

scenes that get me. It’s the smaller ones. 

The more personal ones. I have a scene 

between Han and Chewie that breaks my 

heart. I have a scene with Leia and her 

unborn son that lifts my heart! And that 

includes some really choice stuff between 

Han and Leia, too. We see them in The 

Force Awakens at the end of their journey 

together, but I get to show them in love 

and stepping forward into the larger world 

of marriage and parenting. I get to show 

how well that fi ts them, and in some 

cases, how it doesn’t.

I get to write big moments, but 

sometimes those big moments are also 

very small ones. Those are the moments 

that thrill me as a writer, and they’re 

also the ones I hope really grab the 

readers, too. a

General Leia 

leads the 

Resistance 

against the 

First Order.   
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EGO and Star Wars 
have played in the 
same sandbox for 
years, but LEGO 

Star Wars: The Freemaker 

Adventures represents one 
of the few times that the 
world’s biggest toy company 
has debuted a cast of brand 
new Star Wars characters. 
Set between The Empire 

Strikes Back and Return of 

the Jedi, the new series is 
an animated action-comedy 

based around a family of 
space-faring scavengers 
called the Freemakers. 
They are thrown into confl ict 
with the Empire when the 
youngest Freemaker, Rowan, 
discovers that he is Force-
sensitive and develops a 
powerful connection with 
the ancient Kyber Saber. 
The show will premiere on 
Disney XD this summer, and 
its executive producers are 
Bill Motz and Bob Roth. They 

admit to several “Pinch 
me, is this real?” moments 
during the making of 
the show.

Star Wars Insider: Bill, 

did you have a personal 

connection to Star Wars 

before you worked on The 

Freemaker Adventures? 
Bill Motz: I went to see Star 

Wars on its opening weekend 
in 1977. It was a transformative 
experience for me and my 

NEW ANIMATED SERIES LEGO STAR WARS: THE FREEMAKER ADVENTURES 

PROMISES TO BE AN ACTION-PACKED COMEDY FOR ALL AGES. AMY RATCLIFFE 

ASKED THE SHOW’S EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS HOW THEY PUT ALL 

THE PIECES TOGETHER…

Right: Familiar 

ships take l ight 

in The Freemaker 
Adventures.  

Right: The gang’s 

all here: Poster art 

for The Freemaker 
Adventures.

42    INSIDER



INSIDER 43    



friends. We had never seen a film 
like that before, and it really spoke 
to us. I rushed out of the theater  
and bought the soundtrack. I’d  
listen to it over and over again, 
picturing the scenes of the movie  
in my mind. The film captured  
our imaginations and pushed us  
to pursue careers in filmmaking. 
Bob and I met at the University of 
Southern California in 1990 and 
bonded over our love of Star Wars. 
That’s how our partnership began.
Bob Roth: It was the school  
George Lucas went to. 
BM: That’s true! The reason  
we both took that workshop  
was because George had gone  
to USC, so we had to go there. 
 

How about you, Bob?

BR: In May 1977, my brother came 
home and said, “We have got to  
go see this movie. It’s the most 
incredible thing ever!” But I had 
been outside with my friends and  
I didn’t want to go see a movie  
that night, but he really insisted.  
He dragged me and my mom to  
the movie theater and we saw 
something that blew my little mind 
wide open. I walked into that movie 
theater as a directionless seven-

year-old kid. Okay, seven-year 
-olds don’t need direction, but  
still, I walked out of there knowing  
exactly what I wanted to do with  
my life. My brother has passed 
away now, so I treasure the memory 
of that night. Star Wars is about 
family. That movie series is about 
the Skywalker family, but it’s also 
about me and my brother; and my 
mother working hard to make sure  
I had all the Star Wars toys my little 
heart could desire—I still have them  
in my office right now—and now  
it’s about passing that love along  
to my children. It’s all family!

What is the family in The Freemaker 

Adventures like?

BR: The family includes Rowan,  
our main character. He is a 
rambunctious 12-year-old who 
struggles to pay attention. And 
wouldn’t you know it, but he is 
strong with the Force. Of course,  
to really develop his powers, he 
needs focus, which is the hardest 
thing in the world for this kid. And  
he needs to develop his powers, 
because he has a connection to the 
Kyber Saber crystals that allows  
him to become a divining rod for 
them. These are special crystals  

that form the ancient Kyber Saber,  
a powerful weapon the Emperor 
desperately wants. So you can  
guess that’s going to be a problem 
for Rowan and his family. Rowan  
has two siblings. Kordi is his sister. 
She’s the middle child, and she’s  
the responsible one. She’s in charge 
of Freemaker Salvage and Repair, 
where they all work repairing ships 
and scavenging the galaxy for parts. 
The oldest is their brother, Zander, 
but he’s the least responsible in a lot 
of ways. He’s a gear-head who loves 
a fast ship and has an encyclopedic 
knowledge of just about any starship 
in the galaxy. Zander and Kordi are 
the two main builders on the team. 
Kordi likes to build by following  
the directions, but Zander likes  
to improvise based on inspiration. 
She’s a baker; he’s a chef. The  
fourth member of the family is 
Roger, their recycled battle-droid-
now-butler droid. He’s a bit of  
a “Nervous Nellie” because— 
as the last of the battle droids— 
he’s watched all his comrades  
fall apart, piece by piece. He  
doesn’t want that to happen to  
him. He spends a lot of time  
saying, “I’m in mint condition!  
Leave me alone! I’m a collectible!”

Above: Zander  

and Kordi run into 

some stormtroopers 

in a tense moment!  

Opposite page, 

top: Naare is one of 

the new characters in 

The Freemaker 
Adventures.

Opposite page, 

bottom: Typical 

LEGO humor is 

married with strong 

story arcs in the 

new show.  
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Clockwise, from 
opposite page: 
Rowan and Kordi  

in trouble; taking a 

sip of blue milk; 

Toydarians and Hutts 

unite; two Iktotchi 

unearth a battered 

stormtrooper helmet! 

What makes these kyber crystals 

so special?

BM: A long time ago, Master Baird 

Kantoo, a great Jedi, made the 

Kyber Saber, which was the very 

first lightsaber—built from nothing 

but kyber crystals he forged into  

a blade. It was so powerful that it 

was actually a danger to the galaxy, 

so the wise Jedi broke it into pieces 

and hid them around the galaxy.

Eons later, the Freemakers learn 

that Rowan has the ability to sense 

these fragments. This makes him  

a target for the Emperor, who  

wants to rebuild the Kyber Saber 

for his own purposes. They meet  

a mysterious Jedi named Naare, 

who helps guide Rowan on his 

quest for the Kyber Saber.

Previous LEGO Star Wars stories 

have been parodies or retellings, 

but this is a completely new tale 

with fresh characters. How did  

that affect the level of humor?

BM: We love the previous LEGO Star 

Wars shows. But as you say, they 

were largely comedic retellings of 

the stories we already know from 

the films. Our show doesn’t really 

come from parody. It comes from 

new characters and new situations. 

Our tone is fun, first and foremost, 

but there’s a lot of action and 

adventure as well. I’m hoping  

that the audience will be surprised 

by some of the emotional and 

dramatic places we go to. 

BR: The Freemakers are brand  

new characters, so we’ve got to 

build them up. The storytelling  

has to be a little more layered  

than those previous stories, which 

were really just fun romps. There 

are moments in here that are  

totally heart-wrenching. As we 

were thinking about what the show 

could be, The LEGO Movie came 

out—it showed people that those 

little plastic figures can carry a 

heck of a lot of emotion. You can  

tell a real story with a tiny little toy.

BM: We don’t write them as plastic 

LEGO characters. We write them  

as flesh and blood characters with 

real wants, real jeopardy.

BR: When we’re conceiving the 

stories, we don’t think, What is this 

little plastic toy going to do? It’s 

about what is Rowan going to do? 

He’s a living, breathing character. 

Then, once we’ve got that down,  

we remind ourselves they’re LEGO 

characters. They don’t have fingers 

to point.

BM: The approach of the Lucasfilm 

Story Group is definitely that way.  
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The Lucasfilm art department, under 
the guidance of Doug Chiang, drew 
the characters in human form 
initially, and then those drawings 
were sent to the LEGO team to be 
interpreted as LEGO minifigures.
BR: It is really cool. You’re sitting, 
typing away, when you get a message 
saying, “There are drawings for you 
to look at, based on ideas you had.” 
That’s surreal. That’s the moment 
where you stop and think: Wow, I’ve 

got to pinch myself. What in the heck  

is happening?

BM: We went to the studio one time 
and sat in with the Lucasfilm design 

team to go over some stuff and  
we were thinking, You want our 

feedback? You’re kidding, right? 

We’re going to tell you how to draw 

Star Wars? But that’s what so lovely 
about the whole group. They want 
to hear our ideas, and then they 
take our mad ramblings and turn 
them into something really cool.

How prominent is the story arc 

from one episode to the next?

BR: There is continuity between 
episodes. One episode affects the 
next. That’s another way in which  
it is different from previous LEGO 

Star Wars content. Though they did  
some episodic storytelling there, 
we’re delving into those waters 
even deeper.
BM: We’re pushing more into the 
binge-watching category. Yes, each 
episode tells its own story, but 
there is a season-long arc as well. 
The whole thing comes together in 
an, if I dare say it, epic climax. We 
just watched the close-to-finished 
animation of the 13th episode, and 
it’s—wow. We think it’s awesome. 
Hopefully the audience will as well. 
BR: The Freemakers start out 
concerned with things like, “How 
are we going to keep food on the 
table?” They’re kind of neutral in 
terms of the Empire and they’re 
not sure how they feel about the 
rebels. They’re just trying to 
survive. But they get pulled into 
these events and realize what’s  
at stake. No spoilers, but perhaps 
they run into some familiar faces 
who will help teach them that there 
are more important things than just 
doing what’s right for you. That’s  
a definite theme of the show over 
the course of the season. The 
Freemakers learn to think locally 
and act galactically. They realize 
they are part of a larger universe,  
a larger purpose, and they have  
an important role to play in it.a

Above: Rowan, 

Zander, and Kordi 

embark on a 

hair-raising 

adventure! 

Below: The 

Freemakers pilot 

the StarScavenger 
back to their home 

aboard the Wheel.
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“Spark of
RebeL ion”

SET FIVE YEARS BEFORE THE EVENTS OF A NEW HOPE, THE DOUBLE-LENGTH 

PREMIERE OF STAR WARS REBELS GAVE US OUR FIRST GLIMPSE OF THE 

REBELLION AS IT BEGAN. AMY RATCLIFFE TAKES AN IN-DEPTH LOOK BACK 

AT THIS LANDMARK ANIMATED ADVENTURE.
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I
mperial Star Destroyers loom in 
space. A hologram of Darth Vader 
(James Earl Jones) appears before 
the Inquisitor (Jason Isaacs) and 
speaks to him about his task to 

hunt down Force-sensitive children and 
eliminate them along with any Jedi that 
might be training them. “So it will be 
done,” says the Inquisitor.

Opening on a Star Destroyer is a Star 

Wars tradition of sorts. Four out of the 
seven Star Wars fi lms to date feature 
the ships in their opening shots. 

It is later revealed that the Inquisitor 
is, in fact, the Grand Inquisitor, the leader
of a bigger force. In the Season Two
episode “The Future of the Force,” we 
see other Inquisitors hunting down 
Force-sensitive babies.

The fi rst look at Star Wars Rebels was 
revealed at Celebration Europe in July 
2013, and the character of the Inquisitor 
was announced three months later at 
New York Comic Con, a full year before 
“Spark of Rebellion” aired. During a panel 
at NYCC, series executive producer Dave 
Filoni said, “Every era of the Star Wars 
saga seems to have its own marquee 
villain; a character that really captures the 
idea of the enemy and what evil is... In this 
time period between Episodes III and IV, 
there is the possibility that there are 

villainous characters you have, up until 
now, been unaware of.”

In April 2014, Filoni revealed more 
about creating the Inquisitor, telling 
Nerdist: “It’s not just about giving 
someone a red lightsaber… You have 
to fi gure out what makes them tick.” 
Comparing the new character to Darth 
Vader, he said, “The Inquisitor is more in 
the intellectual realm. He’s a combatant, 
yes, but he’s actually somewhat elegant 
and he likes to dissect you… To him, 
knowledge is power. The more he learns 
about you, the more he learns about how 
to defeat you and your friends. And that 
makes him a particularly nasty kind of 
spider to trap.”

“Spark of Rebellion” was trailed with 
four shorts on Disney XD introducing 
the crew of the Ghost. “The Machine in
the Ghost,” “Entanglement,” “Art Attack,” 
and “Property of Ezra Bridger” are currently 
available to view on the Star Wars 
YouTube channel.

The prologue with Darth Vader was 
originally exclusive to ABC, which 
aired “Spark of Rebellion” on October 26, 
2014, and was not included when the show 
debuted on the Disney Channel and Disney 
XD earlier in the month. It was the fi rst 
time that James Earl Jones had provided 
the voice of Vader for an animated series. 

On his home planet of Lothal, Ezra 
Bridger (Taylor Gray) sees a Star 
Destroyer overhead and makes his 
way into Capital City. There, he helps 
a merchant who is being harassed by 
the occupying Imperial forces, before 
his attention is caught by a group of 
strangers who are stealing 
Imperial supplies.

Ezra’s journey is at the 
heart of Rebels. An orphan 
scraping out a living alone on 
Lothal for at least half 
his life, he is resourceful 
and always on the lookout 
for opportunities to 
improve his lot. According 
to Season One executive 
producer Greg Weisman, 
“He is very much a street 
rat. We used to talk about 
him as Aladdin without 
the monkey or the music.” 
In the episode itself, 
Ezra is described as 
both a “street rat” and 
a “Loth-rat.” 

Ezra’s line, “I like 
the sound of that” is 
a callback to Han 
Solo’s use of the 
same phrase in The 

Empire Strikes Back.

Darth Vader sets 

events in motion in 

the revised opening 

to Star Wars Rebels 
“Spark of Rebellion.“
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The Inquisitor, 
a sinister agent 
of Darth Vader, 
prepares to strike.
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these people who were really poor and 
destitute, and I just started writing something 
for that scene. It was a really heartwarming 
scene, because at that point in our series, 
Ezra was still a bit of an angry young man 
and didn’t know what to think of these new 
pals of his. It was a poignant moment in his 
development as a person to be giving back. 
That was the emotion, and then it just 
came out.”

Something draws Ezra to investigate 
Kanan’s quarters on the Ghost, where he 
fi nds a holocron and a lightsaber. Shortly 
afterwards, he eavesdrops as the rebels’ 
plan to rescue a group of Wookiees who 
have been enslaved by the Empire. On both 
occasions, he is caught in the act by the 
rebels, who have little choice but to take 
him on their mission.

John Williams’ “Force Theme” plays 
when Ezra fi nds Kanan’s holocron and 
lightsaber. The scene is the second 
time that Ezra displays his latent Force 
sensitivity, which also drew his attention to 
Kanan on Lothal at the start of the episode.

The Ghost’s common room features curved 
seating around a dejarik table, just like in the 
interior of the Millennium Falcon.

The rebels dock with an Imperial transport 
under the pretense of delivering a Wookiee 
prisoner, but they are being lured into a 
trap. Ezra must choose whether to help his 
new friends by warning them, or to save his 
own skin.

Kanan’s attempt to pass Zeb off as 
“a rare hairless Wookiee” is a nod to the 
Lasat character’s look, which was inspired 
by Ralph McQuarrie’s early concept art 
for Chewbacca.

“Spark of Rebellion” was originally 
shown as a 44-minute movie. Hera’s 
plea to Ezra, “They need you right now,” 
marks the point at which it is designed 
to split into two 22-minute episodes for 
syndication on U.S. broadcast television. 

Ezra helps the rebels get back to the Ghost, 
but the young Loth-rat is grabbed by Agent 
Kallus before he has a chance to board the 
ship, which makes its escape without him.

The door that Kanan and Zeb believes 
leads to the captive Wookiees is marked 
with a warning sign. The same sign appears 
on a door inside Echo Base in a deleted 
scene from The Empire Strikes Back, where 
it serves as a warning about wampas on the 
other side!

Ezra says, “It’s a trap!” with enough 
conviction to make Admiral Ackbar proud.
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This sequence marks Zeb’s first use of
the Lasat curse word “Karabast,” which
becomes something of a catchphrase for
the character.

Strains of “The Imperial March” by
John Williams can be heard as the Ghost
crew races to escape Agent Kallus’ trap.
Composer Kevin Kiner told Star Wars
Insider in issue 155, “I had over 100
episodes of The Clone Wars to say pretty
much everything I personally wanted
to say about Star Warsmusically…
If I had done Rebels first and had to
reference John’s themes more often
it would have bothered me. I might have
felt a little stifled. But since I spent all
those years [on The Clone Wars], it was
really refreshing to go back to John’s
themes and start exploring those.”

Imprisoned on board an Imperial
Star Destroyer, Ezra takes out
his frustration on the only one of
his possessions that hasn’t been
confiscated by stormtroopers:
the holocron he retained from
Kanan’s quarters. He is
surprised when the
device activates and plays
back a message from
Obi-Wan Kenobi.

Ezra tells Agent
Kallus that his name is
Jabba the Hutt. His use
of the name, and
Kallus’ evident
disbelief, suggest
that crime lord’s
reputation was
already well
established
throughout the
Outer Rim nine
years before the
events of Return of the Jedi.
The slimy Hutt’s name becomes a
go-to alias for Ezra in later episodes.

The message from Obi-Wan Kenobi
is voiced by James Arnold Taylor,
who also played the character in The
Clone Wars TV series and the Clone
Warsmicroseries. According to
John Jackson Miller’s novel A
New Dawn, the idea of sending
out a warning message to
all Jedi came from Kanan
himself, when he was
a Padawan known as
Caleb Dume. 

In Insider issue 163, Taylor Gray talked
about Ezra’s growing awareness of the
Force and his connection to Kanan: “It’s hard
for him at first. When he comes across the
other rebels and they try to bring him in,
he’s completely opposed to it. He wants to
handle things on his own. But he has a bond
with Kanan, and Kanan is the real reason
why he stays with the rebel crew.
Kanan went through the same
type of things as Ezra did as
far as being Force-sensitive,
so he is able to connect with
him on wthat level and their
relationship grows.”



REBEL INTEL
“SPARK OF 

REBELLION”
Written by: Simon Kinberg

Directors: Steward Lee, 

Steven G. Lee

Supervising director: Dave Filoni

Executive producers: Simon 

Kinberg, Dave Filoni, and 

Greg Weisman

First aired: October 3, 2014 (Disney 

Channel), October 13, 2014 (Disney 

XD), October 26, 2014 (ABC)

Ratings: 6.5 million (Disney Channel 

and Disney XD)

KEY QUOTES
“This is Master Obi-Wan 

Kenobi. I regret to report 
that both our Jedi Order 

and the Republic have 
fallen, with the dark 

shadow of the Empire 
rising to take their 

place.”
—Obi-Wan Kenobi

“There’s just something 
about the feeling of their 

helmets on my fi sts.”
—Zeb Orrelios

“I’m in space... and 
I’m about to die!”

—Ezra Bridger

“If all you do is fi ght for 
your own life, then your 
life is worth nothing.”

—Hera Syndulla

“Who is that kid?”
—Kanan Jarrus

Jedi Master Obi-Wan 

Kenobi delivers 

a crucial message 

while Zeb takes 

on the Empire 

(opposite page)!

The crew of the Ghost board the Star
Destroyer to rescue Ezra, and find that
their job has been made easier by the
fact that Ezra has already escaped from
his cell. During his escape, Ezra overhears
the location of the captured Wookiees that
the rebels had planned to liberate.

When the rebels debate whether or not
to rescue Ezra, their droid’s vote is taken
into account. This is the first indication

that Chopper (or C1-10P) is regarded as
a full-fledged member of the crew.

Various elements of
Chopper’s design—such

as the arms he raises
triumphantly after
voting—are based
on Ralph McQuarrie’s
initial concept paintings
for R2-D2.

The shape of the
explosive powder
that Sabine sprays

onto the hangar deck
is her own personal

calling card. In Star Wars

Insider issue 154, Lucasfilm concept artist
Chris Glenn said: “I’m probably most
proud of the rebels’ phoenix logo. I made
it one day on a whim while working on
really early versions of the Ghost ship…
It’s meant to hint at the Rebel Alliance
symbol that will appear in the later films.”

The Ghost sets course for the spice
mines of Kessel, where the rebels
free the prisoner Wookiees—but Kallus
is not far behind. To escape with the
Wookiees—and their lives—Kanan
is forced to reveal his skills as a Jedi.

When Ezra downs a stormtrooper 
with his slingshot, the unlucky Imperial 

lets out a Wilhelm scream. This familiar 
sound effect has featured in well over 
200 fi lms and TV shows, and was included 
by sound designer Ben Burtt in all the Star 

Wars and Indiana Jones projects on which 
he worked, starting with A New Hope.

C-3PO mentions the spice mines of 
Kessel in A New Hope, but the planet 
had not been seen on screen before 
“Spark of Rebellion.” The Rebels’ creative 
team drew on extensive notes and designs 
made by George Lucas when it came to 
realizing the planet.

Though Kallus identifi es Kanan as a 
Jedi, the Jedi Order fell when he was still 
a Padawan. The Marvel comic Kanan: The 

Last Padawan depicts how he was at the 
side of his Master, Depa Billaba, when 
Darth Sidious issued Order 66, barely 
escaping with his life while his Master 
was killed. By revealing his Jedi training 
in front of Kallus, he marks out himself 
and his companions as not just a thorn in 
the ISB’s side, but some of the Empire’s 
most wanted!

After seeing the freed Wookiees on their 
way, the Ghost returns Ezra to Lothal. 
Ezra returns the holocron, which Kanan 
can see has been activated. Not doubting 
that Ezra is strong with the Force, Kanan 
invites him to join the crew of the Ghost 
and learn what it means to be a Jedi. Ezra 
accepts. Meanwhile, Kallus informs the 
Inquisitor that he has encountered a Jedi.

Kanan’s description of the Force 
paraphrase the words of Obi-Wan Kenobi 
when he fi rst outlines the Force to Luke 
Skywalker in A New Hope. As a student 
under Master Kenobi at the Jedi Temple 
on Coruscant, Kanan may well have 
heard the same “Force 101” speech 
from Obi-Wan himself.  
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The weekly event, running through July and August 
2016, features the Ninth, Tenth, Eleventh and 

Twelfth Doctors and their companions, plus a galaxy 
of guest stars, all together for the fi rst time ever 

for a thrilling all-new adventure to fi ght one of 
their oldest and deadliest foes, the Cyberman! 

Written by Cavan Scott, author of the Ninth Doctor 
and Vikings comic series and George Mann, author 
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comic series, with art by Alessandro Vitti!
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VADER’S END
MARVEL’S DARTH VADER SERIES TAKES ITS FINAL BOW WITH ISSUE #25

F
or two years, the bestselling Darth
Vader comic series has chronicled
the Dark Lord’s adventures after
the destruction of the first Death

Star, exposing the Empire’s response to
the greatest disaster in its history. It’s
been a long journey for writer Kieron
Gillen and artist Salvador Larroca, and
the 25-issue saga reaches its conclusion
this August in the oversized, 40-page
“End of Games.”
By presenting Vader as an unlikely

underdog—opposed by the rebels and
by rival Imperial factions—Gillen rallied
readers behind the morally questionable
protagonist. But Vader hasn’t been
redeemed by his journey. In Gillen’s
eyes, he’s fallen farther than ever.
“It’s a story which places him in a

more evil place than he started,” he says.
“The Vader who leaves this story is the
Vader who believes he can turn his son
to the dark side and rule the galaxy.”
The quick-witted archaeologist Aphra

has been a companion and effective foil
for Vader throughout the series, and
has proved especially popular with
many readers.
“Having a character that shares our

own ambivalence to Vader’s violence—
and is trapped by it—seemed to work
well,” reflects Gillen. “The dance between
the two characters has been delightful to
write. ‘Is Aphra going to get out of this
alive?’ is the main question I get. Keeping
anyone alive has been tricky. There have
been many supporting characters I’ve
enjoyed writing who are dead by the end
of the next scene because I made the
mistake of putting them in a room with
Darth Vader.”
Other memorable supporting

players across the run have included

the murderous droids Beetee and
Triple-Zero, and the Sherlock Holmes-
inspired Imperial inspector Thanoth.
“It’s been a book with a great cast,”

says Gillen. “Thanoth worked even
better than I could have hoped, taking
an archetype and doing a Star Wars spin
on it. Beetee and Triple-Zero also worked
worryingly well. The inversion of R2-D2
and C-3PO is an easy handle.
“Some people lasted barely panels—

the Son-Tuul Pride boss was agreeably
sassy. The Ante had his moments. The
Dragon—a crime-lord Ortolon—was
a lovely design. Cylo has some fine
ranting near the end. Tulon Voidgazer is
a particular star. Themovie characters
were fun too. Trying to express philosophy
via General Tagge was an interesting

challenge. Doing the banality of evil
approach andmaking him led by cold,
hard numbers gaveme lots of room
to run.”
Yet there’s no doubt as to who is the

real star of Darth Vader, and reminding
readers that Vader is a terrifying figure
allowed Gillen to indulge the macabre
side of his imagination.
“The best part was lying in bed,

dreaming up ways for Vader to kill folks,
then having to run downstairs and write it,”
he admits. “And some of the best are still
ahead. Issue 25 has some stuff so cold that
it frightened evenme!”
Gillen says that working with Salvador

Larroca was a joy. Their writer/artist
partnership lasted the full series—
a rarity in comics—and gave Darth Vader
a signature look that will serve it well in
reprints and collections.
“Salva is just amonstrous talent,” says

Gillen. “That he’s drawn every issue with so
much attention to detail and atmosphere is
an enormous achievement. Hemade up so
much stuff that felt convincingly StarWars,
but was entirely new.”
Gillen, a Marvel Comics veteran

who has penned the adventures of the
X-Men, IronMan, and the Young Avengers
among others, acknowledges that Darth
Vader allowed him to stretch his creative
muscles in a direction he’s always wanted
to explore.
“I always wanted to do a villain-lead

book in theMarvel Universe,” he says.
“I’d have loved to have written a Doctor
Doom book for example, so doing a Darth
Vader book certainly let me scratch that
itch. But Doom is Doom and Vader is
Vader. All they have in common is that
they’re two of the greatest fictional
villains of the 20th century!”

UBLISHING
THE LATEST FROM THE WORLD OF STAR WARS PUBLISHING! WORDS: DAN WALLACE 
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THE

VERY BEST

STAR WARS 

COMICS!



H
eroes old and new take 
center stage in these 
upcoming Star Wars comic-
book collections, taking 

readers on a ride through little-
known parts of the Star Wars canon. 

STAR WARS: KANAN OMNIBUS

(written by Greg Weisman; penciled 
by Pepe Larraz, Jacopo Camagni, 
and Andrea Broccardo; with a 
cover by Mark Brooks) 

Order 66 turned Jedi Padawan 
Caleb Dune into Kanan Jarrus, 
the jaded smuggler hero of Star 

Wars Rebels. This 272-page volume, 
collecting Star Wars: Kanan issues 
#1-12, shows how Kanan survived 
the Jedi Purge, and goes even 
further back to show his fi rst 
adventure as a Padawan under 
Jedi Master Depa Billaba. 

STAR WARS: HEROES FOR A NEW 

HOPE (written by Mark Waid, 
Charles Soule, and Gerry Duggan; 
pencils and covers by Terry Dodson, 
Alex Maleev, and Phil Noto)

This 344-page hardcover 
compilation collects three separate 
fi ve-issue miniseries—Star Wars: 

Princess Leia, Star Wars: Lando, 
and Star Wars: Chewbacca. Three of 
the greatest heroes of the original 
trilogy face their own challenges 
as Leia rushes to save Alderaanian 
refugees, Lando steals a treasure 
belonging to Emperor Palpatine, 
and Chewie teams up with a young 
girl to kick the Empire off of her 
home planet. 

MUST-HAVE 
COLLECTIONS
CATCH UP ON ESSENTIAL 

STAR WARS STORIES
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STORYBOOK 

SENATOR, 
STORYBOOK

L
ittle Golden Books have a long and storied
history, beginning in the 1940s with the 
publication of kids’ books such as The 

Pokey Little Puppy. Star Wars’ association 
with Golden Books dates back to the 1990s, and 
continues in July with two storybooks that couldn’t 
be more different in their subject matter. 

I Am a Princess is written by Courtney Carbone 
with art by Heather Martinez, and tells the tale 
of the brave Princess Leia as she joins forces 
with Luke Skywalker and Han Solo to battle the 
evil Galactic Empire. Carbone is the witty author 
of OMG Shakespeare and other books that recast 
classic works of literature as text messages, 
while Martinez, a Golden Book veteran, contributes 
charmingly retro illustrations.

I Am a Sith is written and illustrated by Chris 
Kennett and explains the Star Wars galaxy with 
a villainous slant. Darth Vader, Darth Maul, Darth 
Sidious, and other Sith Lords are all here in this 
colorfully illustrated, dark side primer. Warning: 
If you use this as a bedtime story, don’t be alarmed 
when your child asks for a red lightsaber as a 
birthday present! 

I Am a Princess and I Am a Sith might have very 
different protagonists, but both are written for kids 
at the preschool level (ages 2-5). 

PRINCESS LEIA AND DARTH VADER GET 

THEIR OWN GOLDEN BOOKS

SITH
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B
eginning readers respond best
to subjects they’re already
interested in, and it’s tough
to find someone of any age who

isn’t interested in Star Wars! Three new
releases provide a variety of reading
experiences for fans of Star Wars Rebels,
The Force Awakens, and the alien species
that populate the galaxy far, far away.

STAR WARS REBELS: DARTH VADER,

REBEL HUNTER! (DK)
Grounded in the Rebels era between
Revenge of the Sith and A New Hope, this
reference book for young readers shifts

STAR WARS FOR

YOUNGLINGS
DARTH VADER, MAZ KANATA, AND A HOST OF UNUSUAL ALIENS 

STAR IN THE LATEST STAR WARS BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS

its attention away from the Lothal rebels 
to focus on a rising force of darkness in 
the galaxy: Darth Vader! With carefully 
selected images that provide visual 
cues to build vocabulary and reader 
confi dence, this Level 2 DK Reader is 
aimed at readers aged four to eight. 

STAR WARS: CHAOS AT THE CASTLE 
(Disney Lucasfi lm Press) 
The latest entry in the World of Reading 
series, this book retells the action at Maz 
Kanata’s castle as seen in Star Wars: The 

Force Awakens. From Maz’s meeting with 
Han Solo to Finn’s duel with a vengeful 

First Order stormtrooper, every element 
of the movie sequence is captured with 
sentences crafted for kids aged six to 
eight. The Level 1 World of Reading book 
is scheduled for release on August 2. 

STAR WARS: ALIENS OF THE GALAXY 
(Studio Fun International) 
This hardcover reference book tells young 
readers everything they need to know 
about the strange alien species hanging 
around places like Jabba’s Palace, the 
Mos Eisley cantina, and Maz’s castle. 
From tiny Jawas to towering Wookiees, 
it takes in all the coolest residents of the 
Star Wars galaxy, with amazing info and 
little-known facts packed into every page. 
Complete with a giant foldout section 
focused on The Force Awakens, Aliens of 

the Galaxy is scheduled for release on 
August 23. 
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S
ome books are

meant to be

handled with

care, but two new

releases from Studio Fun

International demand to

be pulled apart, folded, 

and fi tted back together 

in whole new ways! 

Coming July 26, The 

Force Awakens Mask Book 

features four removable 

3D masks. Comprising 

Chewie, Rey, Kylo Ren, 

and a First Order 

stormtrooper, the masks 

provide balance between 

the light and dark 

sides of the Star Wars 

spectrum, so that kids 

can reenact the stories 

in the book, and roleplay 

their own adventures for 

hours of creative fun. 

Star Wars: Ship Factory 

arrives on August 23, 

and—much like its sister 

publication Star Wars: 

Droid Factory—it offers 

an in-depth examination 

of the most important 

Star Wars ships and 

everything you need to 

re-create the most iconic 

vessels for yourself. With 

press-out parts and 

assembly instructions 

for the Millennium Falcon, 

Kylo Ren’s shuttlecraft, 

and a First Order TIE 

fi ghter, this full-color 

paperback also provides 

facts on every famous 

spacecraft from the 

prequels, the original 

trilogy, and The Force 

Awakens. Also included 

are stickers, a 17” x 20” 

poster, and an LED 

light pack to illuminate 

the Falcon. 

INTERACTIVE
BOOKS YOU 

CAN BUILD AND 

EVEN WEAR! 

FUN
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CHEWIE ROARS 
THERE’S A WOOKIEE ON EVERY PAGE IN THE CHEWBACCA STORY 

C
hewbacca is one of the most 

beloved characters in the 

original trilogy—not to mention 

The Force Awakens. On August 23, 

the veteran Wookiee warrior fi nally gets 

the focus he deserves in Benjamin 

Harper’s The Chewbacca Story, published by 

Studio Fun International. 

Recommended for children aged six and 

upward, the book details all of Chewbacca’s 

big-screen adventures to date, and features 

a molded Chewie head on the inside back 

cover. Die-cut windows on every page allow 

this 3D Chewie to peer through no matter 

where you are in the book, and with the 

push of a button he can also emit a classic 

Chewie roar—an authentic sound effect 

from the Lucasfi lm library. 
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FUNKO

HOT TOYS

THE LATEST STAR WARS GEAR YOU’LL WANT TO ADD TO YOUR COLLECTION! WORDS: JAMES BURNS

NCOMING

MOST

WANTED

2016 SUMMER CONVENTION 
EXCLUSIVES
The range of Funko POP! vinyl fi gures 

continues to grow with two new 2016 

summer convention exclusives. Figure 

#115 is Han Solo with Chewbacca’s 

Bowcaster, while #116 is BB-8 giving 

thumbs up. Both come from Star Wars: 

The Force Awakens.

Available: Now

Price: $15 each 

YODA MOVIE MASTERPIECE 
SERIES SIXTH SCALE FIGURE
Based on Yoda’s appearance in 

The Empire Strikes Back, the latest 

in Hot Toys line of 1/6th scale collectible 

fi gures boasts two new head sculpts, 

interchangeable hands, and a fi nely 

tailored costume. Detailed accessories 

include a cane, a small lamp, an 

LED light-up power unit, a crate 

container, and a Dagobah diorama 

base with rocks. 

Available: Winter 2016

Price: $199.99
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SIDESHOW COLLECTIBLES

R2-D2 “UNPAINTED PROTOTYPE” 
SIXTH SCALE FIGURE
Available as a special convention exclusive 
throughout 2016, this “Unpainted Prototype” 
R2 is based on Sideshow’s R2-D2 Deluxe 
Sixth Scale Figure. Reimagined with a 
monochromatic silver fi nish, the highly-
detailed miniature stands 6.75" (17cm) 
high and includes hinged panels and an 
articulated light-up dome. 
Available: Now

Price: $149.99
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TAMASHII NATIONS

A

HALLMARK

DEATH STAR TREE TOPPER WITH LIGHTS
The Galactic Empire’s ultimate weapon, the Death Star, has 
been expertly re-created as a Hallmark Christmas tree topper. 
It measures 6.3” in diameter and features lights, sounds, 
and a remote control to ensure that your Death Star is fully 
operational. Sounds include the Star Wars Main Title theme 
and The Imperial March.
Available: October

Price: $99.99

FOREVER – STAR WARS EDITION
This revolutionary new writing instrument is the result of 
collaborations between Pininfarina and Napkin. Handmade 
in Italy by master craftsmen, it has a precise stroke just 
like a pencil, but cannot be erased. With a tip made from 
a remarkable alloy called Ethergraf it will write and draw 
forever without the need for ink or refi lls. This limited-edition 
piece features the Star Wars logo on both the stylus and 
its packaging. 
Available: Now

Price: $144

Tamashii Nations’ 
Meisho Movie 
Realization line 
reimagines Star 

Wars characters 
with a Samurai 
aesthetic. Each fi gure 
includes multiple 
points of articulation, 
fi nely-sculpted 
accessories, and 
interchangeable hands.

MEISHO MOVIE 
REALIZATION 
TEPPOU ASHIGARU 
SANDTROOPER 
SPECIAL EDITION 
This stunning 
sandtrooper comes 
with two “teppo” 
gunpowder rifl es, 
a katana blade, and 
an ornate backpack 
fi nished with a rusty 
look. Flexible materials 
and six different 
hands make it easy 
to achieve a range of 
dramatic poses. 
Available: Now 

(Japan only) 
Price: TBD 

MEISHO MOVIE 
REALIZATION 
AKAZONAE ROYAL 
GUARD
This imposing Royal 
Guard wields a staff 
akin to a Force pike, 
as well as a Japanese 
katana. The front robes 
can be removed to 
show off the intricately 
detailed Samurai 
armor beneath.
Available: Fall 2016 

(Japan only)

Price: TBD 
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LEGO

The second half of 2016 brings
with it a variety of new LEGO
Star Wars sets from Star Wars

Rebels, The Force Awakens,

and the new animated TV
series LEGO Star Wars: The

Freemaker Adventures.

CAPTAIN REX’S AT-TE (#75157)
As seen in Star Wars Rebels, Captain 
Rex’s AT-TE has been heavily modifi ed 
to be part battle tank, part headquarters. 
It features movable legs, ladders, spring-loaded shooters, 
and opening panels, and is 7" (20cm) high and 12" (33cm) 
long when built. It comes with new minifi gures of Captain 
Rex, Commander Gregor, Commander Wolffe, and Imperial 
Inquisitor Fifth Brother, plus a fi fth stormtrooper minifi gure.
Available: Now

Price: $119.99 (972 pieces)

ECLIPSE
FIGHTER (#75145)
New animated TV series LEGO Star Wars:

The Freemaker Adventures has just begun,
and LEGO have released two sets to accompany
the series. One of these is the Eclipse Fighter,
which includes the brand new character Naare
and an updated minifigure of bounty hunter Dengar.
Available: Now

Price: $29.99 (363 pieces)

ENCOUNTER ON JAKKU (#75148)
One of two new The Force Awakens sets, Encounter on Jakku 
depicts Rey and BB-8 battling Teedo and a luggabeast at Unkar 
Plutt’s market stall at Niima Outpost. The stall folds out and 
includes various accessories. The Teedo and Plutt minifi gures 
are both new releases. 
Available: Now

Price: $59.99 (530 pieces)
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 FANTASY FLIGHT GAMES

IMPERIAL ASSAULT ALLY/VILLAIN PACKS
Expand Imperial Assault by adding any of the three

IMPERIAL ASSAULT OBI-WAN KENOBI ALLY PACK (SWI29)
Bring the legendary Jedi General out of the shadows to aid the Rebel Alliance. 

With a new campaign side mission, two new skirmish missions, and three new Command 

cards, Obi-Wan Kenobi wields a power that dark side players will struggle to oppose!

Available: Fall 2016

Price: $9.95

IMPERIAL ASSAULT 
THE GRAND 
INQUISITOR VILLAIN 
PACK (SWI30)
Whether you play with the 

Inquisitor in a skirmish 

game or face him in the 

campaign, his mastery of 

the Force and lightsaber 

combat make him a deadly 

opponent. A new three-

card Agenda set, a new 

Item card, and three new 

Command cards all serve 

his mission for the Empire.

Available: Fall 2016

Price: $9.95
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THE FORCE AWAKENS BEGINNER
GAME (SWR09)
The perfect entry into the Star Wars

roleplaying experience for players of all

skill levels, The Force Awakens Beginner

Game is a complete, learn-as-you-go

adventure for 3 to 5 players. Accessible

character portfolios, helpful tips, and

neatly summarized rules allow players

with no previous RPG experience to

weave together their own thrilling Star

Wars adventure, which is fully compatible

with Fantasy Flight’s other Star Wars

roleplaying systems.

Available: Now

Price: $29.95

STAR WARS: ARMADA EXPANSION PACKS
Star Wars: Armada keeps on growing with two new expansion packs, Imperial

Assault gains new allies and villains, and The Force Awakens Beginner Game

offers an introduction to roleplaying for those new to the action.

STAR WARS: ARMADA IMPERIAL
ASSAULT CARRIERS EXPANSION
PACK (SWM18)
Coordinate your Star Wars: Armada

fleet with this expansion pack and its

flotilla of Gozanti-class cruisers! These

Imperial assault carriers offer minimal

firepower but more than make up for it

with their Fleet Support upgrades. The

pack includes two Gozanti-class cruiser

miniatures on a single base, two ship

cards, eight upgrades, and one rules

reference card.

Available: Fall 2016

Price: $19.95

STAR WARS: ARMADA REBEL 
TRANSPORTS EXPANSION PACK 
(SWM19)
This expansion pack introduces a fl otilla 

of GR-75 medium transports, which you 

can fi eld as combat retrofi ts or medium 

transports. Four of its eight upgrades 

feature the new Fleet Support icon, 

allowing you to relay commands and 

use repair crews to keep your larger 

ships in the fi ght longer. Clever use of 

these upgrades can mean the difference 

between victory and defeat.

Available: Fall 2016

Price: $19.95

IMPERIAL ASSAULT -
GREEDO VILLAIN PACK
(SWI31)
Costing just four points to

include in your army, Greedo

offers a cheap way to do a lot

of damage to your enemy!

This pack includes two new

skirmish missions and a new

three-card Agenda set, making

it as essential as Greedo is

expendable!

Available: Fall 2016

Price: $9.95
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B
y the time you 

read this, the 

latest Star Wars

Celebration 

Europe will have taken 

place in London, England. 

Lots of you will have 

been there in incredible 

costumes, catching up 

with old friends and 

making new ones, and 

meeting the stars of 

the saga from in front of 

and behind the camera.

We really want to hear 

about your experiences 

at the show, and so do 

all the fans who couldn’t 

be there themselves. So 

now that it’s over, don’t 

forget to share your 

photos, stories, or 

anything else you like 

from that special 

weekend. 

    It’s great to be able to 

showcase the creativity 

of the Star Wars fanbase 

on these pages, be it 

costumes, art, photos, 

and even poetry. So why 

not make your own mark 

in Bantha Tracks? Use the 

contact details on the 

opposite page!

YOUR EMPIRE NEEDS YOU! 

A FORCE 

OF NATURE
An open letter to Daisy 

Ridley from a Star Wars fan 

who identifi es with Ridley’s 

character, Rey, has proved very

popular online. Aspiring movie 

director Alice Barker has 

cerebral palsy, which has made

her even more determined to 

succeed. We’re sure the Force 

will be with you, Alice!   

Dear Daisy,

Hi! My name is Alice and I’m a film and screenwriting student

from England. I hope you don’t mind me writing to you, but I 

wanted to introduce myself and tell you about me.

I am a big Star Wars fan and especially love The Force

Awakens. Your character, Rey, is my favorite character

because I can relate to her and her struggle. I have cerebral

palsy, which means I use a wheelchair, but I am not going 

to let that get in the way of my dreams: I want to live in 

Hollywood one day and be a successful film director. Like

Rey, where I live is pretty isolating; it’s not a desert like 

Jakku, but it’s farmland, my neighbours are sheep and cows,

and it’s about the furthest you can get from Hollywood. 

When Rey lived in Jakku, she used to watch the starships

leaving and wish she was on one; I can’t tell you how many

times I’ve done that with planes.

Like Rey, I also get lonely a lot, because my struggle to

achieve my best means I have to do a lot of work. One day

I hope someone famous will notice and come and get me, but

until then, I just have to keep trying and wait. You can watch 

a film I made here, if you like: https://goo.gl/oCIJS3

I bet you’ve been to Los Angeles. Is it nice there? When I

think of L.A. I think of all the posh venues where they have

all the ceremonies, like TCL Chinese Theatre and the Dolby

Theatre. I can’t wait until I get to visit those places, they all 

seem so exciting.

If you manage to see this, thank you for taking the time to

read it. From one Rey to another—may the Force be with you.

Love, Alice x
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LEGO LEGENDS! 
“The launch of a spectacular 
new model of the Death Star 
at LEGOLAND Windsor Resort 
was always going to be a big 
event,” writes Kim Stace 
from London. “The interactive 
displays charting the Star Wars 
saga in LEGO are brilliant, 
but the big fi nale—a 500,000 
-piece Death Star—is 
truly breathtaking. 

“To add to the fun, the 
Mandalorian Mercs and 
the Rebel Legion were 
out in force to ensure that 
everyone had an great time.

“I was lucky enough to 
be able to take two kids 
along, Damian and Milo, 
who had great fun 
exploring the 
saga in miniature. 
Much like Alderaan, 
we were blown away!”

 The dreaded LEGO Death Star, fully operational and ready to 
crush any mini-rebellions!

Jedi, stormtroopers, and bounty hunters join forces to wow the 
kids at the LEGOLAND Windsor theme park!  
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“THE STRUGGLE OF LUKE SKYWALKER”
He sat there on his evil throne

The King of Darkness, thus at home
Encased in black, and dark within

A shadowed hood enclosed his grin

A grin of malice and of pride
As Luke approached with steady stride

He greeted Luke, this Emperor
Declaring, “Welcome, Skywalker”

Luke calmly gazed at Palpatine
His voice was brave, yet quite serene 

“You won’t convert me,” he proclaimed
“Not like my dad; I’m not the same”

The Lord of Sith stepped forth like night
And offered Luke’s green blade of light

“His lightsaber,” Lord Vader said
The Emperor inclined his head

“Your father can’t be turned from dark
The same will go for you,” he barked

But Luke just smiled, disagreed
“No; I will die, and you with me”

The Emperor upraised his hands
“We are quite safe from your poor friends

From here you’ll see the final end
Of your absurd rebellion”

At this a hatred filled Luke’s heart
His will began to fall apart

His eyes went to his lightsaber
The dark Sith saw; kept Luke astir

“You want this, don’t you? Very good”
He snickered from beneath his hood

“The hate is swelling in you now
Come take your weapon, strike me down”

But Luke stayed strong; he answered, “No”
The Emperor persisted though
“It’s unavoidable,” he chimed

“You, like your father, now are mine”
Then all three men watched battle rage,

Outside in space, with Luke enraged
As laser beams hit rebel ships

A bitterness began to grip

Then Luke could not contain his hate
His blade of light, with power great,

Flew to his hand, igniting bright
And then began the fateful fight

The blades of son and father clashed
And both with evil in them, slashed

But then again, Luke’s peace did show
“I will not fight you, father, no”

by Naomi Gertz
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Jeremy Bulloch meets Mike—clearly a fan of the Fett!

 MEET THE STARS, SHOW THE 
EVIDENCE, WIN THE BOUNTY! 
STAR WARS INSIDER 'S BOUNTY 
HUNTERS SECTION IS SPONSORED 
BY KOTOBUKIYA. EACH ISSUE'S 
WINNER WILL RECEIVE A 
FANTASTIC KOTOBUKIYA STAR 
WARS  STATUE KIT! VISIT WWW.
FACEBOOK.COM/KOTOBUKIYA 
TO SEE MORE! 

BOBA FETT CAPTURED! 
The place: East Coast Comicon, New Jersey. “No one said 
approaching a fearless bounty hunter would be easy,” 
I admitted. “Then it’s a good thing you wore that shirt—
otherwise I think you’d be in trouble,” replied Jeremy Bulloch, 
the actor who played Boba Fett in The Empire Strikes Back and 
Return of the Jedi!—Mike Rivera, by email  

Have you attended a fan event dressed as a Star Wars character? Have you 

made Star Wars art you can’t wait to share? Maybe you’ve written a poem 

on a Star Wars theme? Whatever way you choose to show your love for 

Star Wars, we really want to hear from you! Equally, if you know someone 

else who you think should be featured on these pages, let them know we 

are looking for them! 

It’s easy to contribute. Simply send electronic fi les to: banthatracks@

starwars.com, or send your snail mail to: Bantha Tracks, c/o Pete 

Vilmur, P.O. Box 29901, San Francisco, CA 94129

Any original art, envelope art, comics, illustrations, news, stories, meeting 

information, or any materials voluntarily submitted become the property of Bantha 

Tracks. No compensation will be given for voluntary submissions, and there is no 

guarantee of publication. Submissions to Bantha Tracks will not be returned. Each 

submission must include the creator’s name, age, contact details, date the work was 

created, and a statement that the work is original and created by the

person submitting it.

BANTHA TRACKS  NEEDS YOU! 

“Unwise are you to drop your blade”
And an advance the Dark Lord made

At moment last, Luke’s blade came up
And to a stairway he backed up

And as they fought, Luke’s power grew
Until Darth Vader’s death near drew

Luke towered over his own dad
In hatred, and in evil clad

His blade came down, and Vader’s hand,
Came off along with metal strands

Darth Vader’s hand was mechanized
Luke’s horror then began to rise

And as that dreadful moment fell, 
Luke heard it clearly as a bell

Put down your blade, let go your hate
For that is not to be your fate

And staring at his own black hand
Luke faced the Emperor so grand

“No; never will I turn to dark
Yes, you have failed, oh black monarch”

He threw his blade down to the floor
“I am a Jedi” he then swore

But Palpatine was not yet done
He sneered and smirked as if he’d won

“So be it, Jedi,” he then cried
“If you will not be turned, you’ll die!”

And with a flow of evil cold
Of Luke a lightning bolt took hold

Luke screamed and fell to meet the floor
And of his father he implored

“Oh, Father, help me!” he cried out
But Vader did not heed his shout

And then Luke’s life began to fade
Yet Vader staggered to his aid

He stumbled toward the Emperor,
And thrust him down the Death Star’s core

Then father, son fell to the ground
But of relief, for Vader’d found

The light again, with Luke to thank 
The cup of happiness they drank

And all was well within the Force
For Luke had taken right the course
The light had won, the battle fought

And Jedi once again were sought 
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HOW TO ASSEMBLE YOUR COMIC BOOK!
1.  Carefully remove the pages from the magazine (or photocopy the pages). 

2.  Cut along the yellow dashed lines, add glue to the back of the pages and stick together.

3.  Cut along the light gray line, and place the front and back cover pages on top of pages 4-5.

4.  Staple the comic pages together, fold and enjoy!

The Jedi Academy series by Jeffrey Brown are currently available!
Look for Jeffrey Brown’s new book Lucy & Andy Neanderthal available this fall!
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Subscribe today at www.titanmagazines.com U.S. 866-205-0034 U.K. 0844 322 1280
U.S. NEWSSTANDS: September 06 U.K. NEWSAGENTS: September 22™

SABINE 

STRIKES 

BACK!
Star Wars Rebels’ Sabine Wren, AKA 

Tiya Sircar on where the Mandalorian 

freedom fighter is going next! 



© & TM 2016 Lucasfilm Ltd.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT:TITAN-COMICS.COM

THE ULTIMATE 

GUIDE TO A 

GALAXY FAR, 

FAR AWAY...

FOR FANS FROM ALL CORNERS OF THE GALAXY!

E EXCLUSIVE TRUE STORY 

GEORGE LUCAS’ STRUGGLE 

TO BRING STAR WARS TO 

THE BIG SCREEN!

FOR FANS FR

T

H

F

GALAXY!

VOLUME 3

ON SALE OCTOBER 

2016!

MARK HAMILL ON LIFE AT A 

STAR WARS CONVENTION AND 

WHAT IT WAS REALLY LIKE TO 

WORK WITH JABBA THE HUTT!

H
Plus

MUCH MORE! 
PACKED WITH 

PHOTOS, INTERVIEWS 
AND FEATURES 

FROM THE OFFICIAL 
MAGAZINE!
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COLLECTIBLE TRADING DISCS AND GAME

100 CHARACTERS TO COLLECT!

AVAILABLE IN THE TOY AISLE AND THE TRADING CARD AISLE!

© & ™ Lucasfi lm, Ltd. Topps is a registered trademark of the Topps Company, Inc. All rights reserved. Topps does not, in any manner, make any representations 
as to whether its products will attain any future value. NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. For a chance to get an insert, see pack for details.


