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Classic, Vintage And Antique Tyres

“We hold a large range of Vintage, Classic and 
Radial Tyres” – please call us or visit our website

Est. 1948

EXCELSIOR
500 / 520 X 14 £69.00
400 / 425 X 15 £75.00
640 X 15 £110.00
670 X 15 £104.00
500 / 525 X 16 £80.50
550 X 16 £88.00
600 X 16 £95.00
650 X 16 £126.50
400 / 425 X 17 £94.50
450 X 17 £81.00
475 / 500 X 17 £99.00
525 / 550 X 17 £103.50
450 X 18 £80.00
475 / 500 X 18 £103.50
525 / 550 X 18 £109.50
600 / 650 X 18 £170.00
350 / 400 X 19 £88.00
450 X 19 £88.00
475 / 500 X 19 £97.00
525 / 550 X 19 £160.00
475 / 500 X 20 £138.00
450 / 475 X 21 £95.00
500 / 525 X 21 £145.00

BFG
560 X 14 £172.00
735 x 14 £195.00
500 X 15 £148.00
590 X 15 £172.00
600 x 15 £172.00
640 X 15 £181.00
670 X 15 £185.00
710 X 15 £193.00
820 X 15 £236.00
600 X 16 £180.00
650 X 16 £195.00
700 X 16 £207.00
550 X 17 £145.00
750 X 17 £270.00
550 X 18 £181.00
475 / 500 X 19 £174.00
550 X 19 £199.00
600 / 650 X 19 £245.00
550 X 20 £205.00
600 X 20 £215.00
700 X 20 £260.00
440 / 450 X 21 £174.00
600 X 21 £265.00

FIRESTONE
750 X 14 £185.00
560 X 15 £180.00
640 X 15 £181.00
670 X 15 £185.00
700 X 15 £207.00
710 X 15 £206.00
820 X 15 £225.00
450 / 475 X 16 £166.00
500 / 525 X 16 £185.00
550 X 16 £192.00
600 X 16 £192.50
650 X 16 £195.00
670 X 16 £225.00
700 X 16 £207.00
750 X 16 £213.00
875 X 16.5 £188.00
950 X 16.5 £198.00
875 X 16.5 £188.00
950 X 16.5 £198.00 
525 / 550 X 17 £172.00
600 / 650 X 17 £220.00
700 X 17 £251.00
550 X 18 £181.00
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Tel: 01252 318666
sales@northhantstyres.com  |  www.northhantstyres.com 
All prices are subject to change without notice and are plus VAT and carriage 
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Sale starts midday, Vehicle sales starts approximately 2pm. Catalogue £14 (£16 by post) Admits 2

For further information contact: Brian R. Chant, Station Road,
Stalbridge, Dorset DT10 2RH

T: 01963 363353 F: 01963 363626
E: info@dvca.co.uk W: www.dvca.co.uk

1948 Alvis TA14 DHC 
by Carbodies for restoration

Sold: £5500

1937 Austin 7 Pearl Cabriolet
Sold: £5830

1964 Cadillac Type 62 Convertible
for restoration         
Sold: £6325

1949 Matchless G3L
Sold: £3850

1933 Austin 7 Saloon
Sold: £6160

1927 Austin 20/4 Two Seat Tourer
with Dickey by Mulliners

Sold: £18150

1947 Alvis TA14 Saloon by Mulliners for
restoration
Sold: £4070

1933 Morris Minor
Two Seat Sports Tourer

Sold: £5335

1968 Daimler V8 250 Automatic
Sold: £10230

1932 Riley 9 Ascot Drophead Coupe
Sold: £15950

1964 Jaguar EType
Series 1 3.8 Roadster

Sold: £80,300

1967 Morris Minor 1000 Traveller
Sold: £6600

1950 MG TD
Sold: £23,650

1934 Morris Minor Two Seat Sports Tourer
Sold: £8250

1927 Austin 7
‘Chummy’ Tourer

Sold: £18,150

Entries invited for our next Auction: 
Thursday 7 September

p002-115 CMAUG17_CLASSIC MOTORING  30/06/2017  09:57  Page 6
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TOP STORY

newsClassic 

Classic Motoring rounds up all the latest news, views and gossip

Jaguar Land Rover classics housed under one roof

TEN INTO ONE GOES NICELY

TR6 TIME TO 
SHELL OUT?
British Motor Heritage hints that it could BE 
third time lucky for TR6 lovers by not 
completely dismissing reintroducing complete 
bodyshells as part of its expanding range. BMH 
first launched them in the late ’90s albeit with 
only moderate success, trying again ten years 
ago. However, with TR6 values sharply rising, 
now could be the right time to relaunch them 
“But only if there’s enough interest” BMH told 
us at MG Live! In contrast, interest in its new 
‘classic’ Mini bodyshell, launched earlier this 
year, has been such that almost half of the 
second batch are already sold out.

SUNNY SEASIDE  
TREAT FOR OUR 
COMP WINNERS
To all those who didn’t bother to enter 
our elusive all expenses paid London 
to Brighton run competition – care of 
organisers Gemini Events – take a look 
at the beaming winners Laurence and Jo 
Downes and read what they had to say: 
    “We had a fantastic weekend on the 
London to Brighton classic car rally.  
The room we had at the Brooklands Hotel 
overlooked the new track and we were 
able to watch many other competitors 
arrive. We had a lovely meal in the even-
ing. We left Brooklands at about 11am, 
the weather for the rally was perfect and 
we were able to complete the whole race 
with the top down and arrived at Brighton 
around 3.30pm, we took it easy and 
stopped half way at Amberley for a cuppa! 

“My Sunbeam Alpine did me proud 
and we arrived home with no problems 
around 9pm last night. We both had a 
wonderful weekend. Thank you again so 
much,” says Laurence. Report next issue!

Jaguar Land Rover opened its new 
£7million Classic Works facility last month, 
bringing its Classic operations under a 
single roof for the very first time. 
    The new facility unites teams from ten 
different sites across the Midlands, 
including the Reborn programme, Heritage 
fleet, and XJ220 service arm. The opening 
ceremony was attended by Jaguar Land 
Rover CEO Dr. Ralf Speth and Jaguar Land 
Rover Special Operations Managing 
Director John Edwards, alongside several 
representatives of the motoring media.

JLR Classic chief Tim Hennig told 
Classic Motoring that the new building 
was just one of several moves planned by 
the company to support the classic 
motorist. “We are looking to expand our 
range of classic parts, filling gaps in our 

current supplies. Our business model is 
built around four separate concepts: cars, 
parts, service and experience. 

He added, “Our ‘Reborn’ programme 
creates continuation models, our parts 
division is expanding, we now have our 
service area complete with a 121 point 
check for all vehicles as they enter, and 
we’re looking to increase the Jaguar and 
Land Rover experience programmes we 
already offer. It’s an exciting time for us.”

Guided tours of the new facility will be 
available from September, for £49 per 
person and expected to prove popular.

On the same day, Jaguar Classic 
unveiled a new tyre developed for the 
XJ220 for the first time since the car’s 
launch. Developed in conjunction with 
Pirelli, just 200 sets have been produced.
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INBRIEFNEWS

FINISHING TOUCHES

Goodwood’s Lord March took a 
trip down the A3 to his other 
favourite motor racing circuit 
– Brooklands – to mark 110 
years of competition by 
re-opening its newly relaid Finishing Straight. 
Previously buried under a aircraft hangar since 1940, more 
than 120 vehicles drove across the line on Saturday 17th 
June as this year’s Double 12 weekend commenced, also 
attracting more than 5000 visitors over the hot weekend.

FORD ‘DUN’ ’EM PROUD

Ford celebrated 50 years of its 
Dunton Research and Development 
centre by opening it up and 
having a great old family party.  
A good selection of Dunton designed Ford 
classics were fielded and attendees could wander round to 
see what makes future Fords tick – although, naturally,  
all the secret stuff was kept well out of sight…

TOP CHOICE!

Here’s just a sneak at 
our special summer 
Bookazine that’s a 
must for anybody 
wishing to buy a new 
classic. Classic 
Car Choice is the 
very best of our 
popular and 
informative Classic 
Choice series that’s 
run each month in Classic Motoring. We’re including 
anything from MX-5s to Mercs so there’s something for 
every taste and budget and at £8.99 will save everybody 
money, time – and a heck of a lot of trouble!

MORGAN IS BACK HOME IT NEVER LEFT

Morgan has recently bought back its famous factory, a 
decade after it was sold to a property concern under a 
‘leaseback’ deal in able to release much-needed funds for 
future development. The Great Malvern site has been home 
to this specialist sports carmaker for over a century.

RETURN TO ITS ROOTS FOR TRINITY ASTON

Aston specialist Trinity Engineering has recently moved to 
Ripley Surrey, and its new premises was once, by chance, 
a sales and service outlet for David Brown Tractors some 
80 years previously! trinityaston.co.uk.

TOM TJAARDA 1934-2017

You may not have heard of Tom Tjaarda but you’ve probably 
owned or driven one of his many iconic creations that total 
over 80. The famous Ghia studios designer – where he 
later became its head – penned the original 1970’s Ford 
Fiesta. However, he’s also known for the wonderfully stylish 
60’s Fiat 124 Spider that the Italian manufacturer was so 
keen to replicate for its new MX-5-based sportster. 

SPARE A THOUGHT FOR STUTTGART 
STARS IN NEED OF SOME REPAIR
Porsche included in new VW Heritage portfolio 

MAZDA MX-5 COMES TO THE RESCUE
Vitesse’s versatile Type 9 gearbox alternative

VW Heritage has recently 
launched a sister company 
specialising in Porsche 
parts, to serve those lucky 
enough to own one of 
Stuttgart’s finest. Heritage 
Parts Centre utilises the 
existing supply and logistics 
partnerships already in place 
at their West Sussex 

warehouse. Managed by a 
team of Porsche specialists, 
Heritage Parts Centre offers 
the same level of service 
and product knowledge for 
customers with Porsche 
vehicles, it claims.

Initial focus will be on 
911s (both air and water 
cooled models), Boxster and 

transaxle models, but will 
expand with a view to 
manufacturing replacement 
Porsche parts in the future. 

A new mobile friendly 
website has been 
developed, including an 
online magazine, and a  
social media presence.
heritagepartscentre.com.

Transmission specialist Vitesse of 
Leicester showcased its new Mazda 
MX-5 derived five-speed conversion for 
the MGA at MG Live! Due to its chassis 
design, fitting either a five-speed or 
MGB overdrive set up could only be 
achieved by butchering the chassis 
frame but the slimmer MX-5 ’box fits fine 
as Vitesse has also married the Mk4 
casing with the tail end of the Mk1’box. 

Costing under £2900 (slightly dearer 
than for the MGB), Vitesse is finishing 
developing kits for both the Morris Minor 
and – ironically – old school rear wheel 
drive Fords where the rarity of Type 9 
Sierra gearbox are causing their values to 
soar. Director Tim Henderson told us 
Mazda is very keen on helping the classic 
fraternity. “It’s no brainer” he described 
his conversions which utilise brand new 
gearboxes for the same cost of an 
established ‘used’ Type 9 alternative.

Best models | Buying advice | Top mods | Repair costs | Prices to pay | How many left

CLASSIC 
CAR CHOICE

PERFECT PICKS FROM MX-5 TO MERCEDES  
TO DRIVE, OWN AND ABOVE ALL ELSE – ENJOY!
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newsModern

RETROSPECTIVE

Audi keeps the fastback flag flying with much  
improved A5 that now comes with Porsche power

COUPE-DE GRACE
Sadly, we couldn’t squeeze in more 

models for our German classics 
special because the Audi Coupé 

would have definitely been in there. Trouble, 
there’s been so many versions since this 
classy classic was launched the same year 
as the Ford Capri, what do you leave out?

Whether or not the 100S (right) was 
inspired by the Aston DBS of two years 
earlier is arguable but its classy quality set the 
benchmark for future derivatives, such as the 
Audi C of 1980 (a sort of debased, detuned 
Quattro look-alike) and then the S2 which 
surfaced later in the decade; in Quattro guise 
they remain vastly underrated compared to 
the original and yet they’re much better 
developed cars. Strictly speaking, you could 
add the Porsche 924 in the mix as it was 
made at the Neckarsulm factory.

The smaller A3/Golf-based TT filled the 
void for a decade before the coupé was 
reborn – as the A5 (with a harder core S5 
offshoot) that Audi has recently been fully 
overhauled after a decade’s service.  

It may look much the same, with its 
corporate snout, but it’s underneath where 
the real changes lurk by way of a new 
platform, powered by revised engines. As 
before, the A5 also comes in cabriolet and 
Sportback (five-door hatchback) styles.

Classic Motoring drove the ‘base’ (if it 
can be called this) coupé and while the top 
S5 – with its new 3.0 TFSI 354PS twin-

turbo V6 – is surely ample for many speed 
freaks, it’s been joined this summer by an 
even wilder 444bhp engine, co-developed 
by Porsche, for the new RS5; thankfully, 
both come with quattro four-wheel drive to 
contain those rampant horses.

Not that our ‘plain’ 187bhp 2-litre four-
cylinder TSFi (standing for a turbo and 
supercharged combo) was found exactly 
wanting. Now said to be almost 20 per cent 
more powerful than previously, and coupled 
to the seven-speed twin clutch S tronic 
option (standard on the bulk of the range), it 
felt not much slower than the new VW Golf 
GTi we recently tested that shares the same 
basic engine. Also, there’s a 252bhp option 
that goes really well we can tell… you or a 
pick of a trio of diesels; that same 2-litre 
four-cylinder design (coincidentally rated 
187bhp) or two 3-litre V6s yielding 215bhp 
or 282bhp with great chunks of torque – 
who says diesels are dead?

Our car came with the £600 Adaptive 
damping package that allows you to select 
suspension and steering settings to suit.  
Not for the first time do we think that the 
Dynamic setting, which firms both systems 
up, doesn’t relate to the sportier drive you’d 
hope; in fact, for the majority of the time we 
left it in standard mode which suited the car 
well – helped by the excellent £800 sports 
seats – and besides, the default S Line trim 
package comes with lowered sports springs 
anyway unless buyers dictate otherwise.

Until we drive the S5 and RS5 
(please-ed), we reckon that the mainstream 
A5 is a fine, stylish quality 2+2, just like the 
original 100S was. It’s not a sports car but a 
satisfying coupé to drive and live with, but 
with typical Audi attention to detail. All the 
toys of today are there to play with as well 
as, literally, quite brilliant xenon headlamps  
along with, sexy 17-inch alloy wheels, and 
Audi’s savvy MMI infotainment system. 

Overall, a lovely pleasant driving car that 
sits impressively on any driveway, drenched 
in understated good taste yet with saloon-
like ease of running – a sort of modern Capri 
but on a much, much higher plane. Our test 
car posted a list price of just over £35,000 
(a little under half the price of the just 
launched RS5) but selected options easily 
pushed this over the new 40 grand road tax 
threshold – meaning you pay dearly for 
certain ‘essential’ extras for years to come…
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Rolls-Royce • Mercedes-Benz • Daimler and Prestige Automobile Specialists. Specialists in Shipping to all parts of the World
Gildenhill Place, Gildenhill Road, Swanley, Kent BR8 7PD, England.

Telephone: (01322) 669081 • Mobile: (07836) 250222 • Fax (01322) 662400
VIEWING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY. Servicing & Storage - Transmission Specialists

PeterJarvis
Different Class

Established 1970Visit our internet website
www.peterjarvis.net
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CHERISHED NUMBER FOR SALE - 777 BUT - £2,750  

Bentley 1997 LWB turbo R. Finished in the superb colour of
Royal Blue with magnolia hide interior piped royal blue, headrests,
front and rear, magnolia hide headlining with royal blue top roll dash,
glass like finish burr walnut veneers, lambswool over rugs, quilted
door panels, rear centre opening armrest, airbags, powerseats,side
quarter Bentley badges, power windows, air conditioning, stereo
system, tinted glass, expensive chrome wheels. Only 41,000 miles
from new, original tools and handbook, lots of original factory
paperwork, drives like new, this car is totally stunning.........£18,750

London Taxi SE TX1, 2001 Diesel. Finished in
metallic silver, colour coded bumpers, with superb
interior, as new chrome hubcaps, wheel chair access,
occasional seats, glass divider, automatic, power
steering. Many extras including stereo system, drives
excellent, not many of this model produced, Garaged.
These taxis have so many different uses...........£5,750

Bentley Flying Spur New, W12 Finished in Metallic Onyx Black
with linen hide and black piping and black Bentley logos to headrests,
complimented by piano black veneers, mulliner driving specification
with 21 inch polished wheels, comfort spec, Multimedia specification
to include rear entertainment specification and connectivity
specification, steering column mounted gear paddles, storage case to
centre console, 2 hide cushions, deep pile overmats, dual tone
steering wheel, many more extras, just stunning.................£138,000

Mercedes 300SL sports 1989. Finished in the most superb
colour of Almandine Red with dove grey hide interior, rear seats,
headrests, overmats, stereo system, hard and soft tops,
automatic, power steering, power windows, tinted glass, alloys,
abs brakes, light up vanity mirrors. Complete with all tools,
garaged from new, one of the last in this model, drives like new,
only 51,000 miles with full history plus old MOT,s and handbook.
Very difficult to find better and a fine investment............£44,750

London Taxi 1999 TX1 diesel bronze model.
Finished in Night-fire Red with excellent interior,
automatic, power steering, power windows, glass
divider, occasional seats, wheel chair access's. One
previous owner, drives superb, just serviced.....£4750

Rolls Royce Silver Dawn 1955 Finished in the period colour of
sand over sable with beige hide interior. Picnic tables to rear, with
beige carpets, radio, original sliding sun roof works perfect, original
tool kit complete, original pull up blind to rear works perfectly. One of
the last of this handsome model, only two previous owners, fabulous
history, original handbook. Fantastic to drive you can hardly hear this
car running and could be driven anywhere in the world, it runs very
silent and smooth with no rattles or noises. We have been in the RR
business for fifty years and never seen a more genuine example of
this car, a chance in a lifetime to acquire a very rare Rolls Royce and
excellent investment that can be used every day ...................£86,750

Jaguar E Type V12 roadster 1973. This E
Type must be one of the best in the world,
easily mistaken for new. Finished in unmarked
gleaming black with cherry red hide interior,
headrests, sparkling chrome wire wheels with
white band tyres, spare wheel unused, power
steering, manual transmission, stereo system,
tinted glass, drives like new, box file full of
history, thousands spent to bring this car to its
like new condition. If you want the very very
best this is it, Just breath taking. More pics on
our website. A fine investment .......£165,750

Mercedes 1998 E 240 6 door limousine
finished in Black with superb dark Blue interior.
Three rows of seats, power glass divider, air con,
power windows, automatic, alloys, power steering.
Full Mercedes history, only 2 owners, drives like
new. Absolute gift .........................................£4,750.

Rolls Royce Phantom II Sedanca de
Ville 1934, coach built by the famous
Windovers, this limousine is finished in
Masons Black over Yellow, with brown hide
to the chauffeurs compartment, and West of
England cloth to rear. Occasional seats to
rear with glass division, superb highly
polished veneers, vanity mirrors, sheepskin
over rugs front and rear, touring trunk to
rear, twin side mounts, opera lights, Strilux
marshal 12 inch headlamps, opening windscreen. After 50 years dealing in Rolls Royce cars we are very proud to offer this handsome
elegant, sleek looking Phantom 11. This car is just breath taking, it is the most beautiful looking Rolls we have ever seen and boasts

many Concours wins in its time. Winning the Rolls Royce Owners Club
Concours touring P2 trophy. Also the Dudley trophy in1994. Many other
awards in the U.S. Returning to the UK in 1997 she continued her winning
ways claiming the RR enthusiast club rally concourse in 2002. With an invite
to the Queens Jubilee tribute at Windsor castle. I have a suitcase full of
trophies, plaques, rosettes, events, tours, as well as history, original build
sheets, also many magazines and videos featuring this magnificent P 2, starts
immediately, and drives as it should like new and totally silent. Must be the
finest piece of art usable in the world excellent investment ...............£275,500
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PeterJarvis
Different Class

Established 1970Visit our internet website
www.peterjarvis.net

WANTED: THE TYPE OF CARS WE SELL, WE ARE ALWAYS BUYING

Corvette 1958 Roadster. Finished in Signet Red (orange) with White side coves, matching
interior, white soft top, 4 speed manual, dual quad 283/270 H.P. This very rare 58 Corvette
is probably the finest in the world, having covered only 10 miles since full professional
restoration every nut and bolt, it boasts every original part with matching numbers even down
to the wipers. If you could purchase a new one today this car would be better. Please go to our
website for full information you will be amazed, this car is just breath taking .............£145,750

Jaguar E Type V12 roadster 1973. Finished in the period
Primrose Yellow, as new black hide interior, black hood cover,
and black hood, headrests, CD stereo system, automatic,
power steering. New chrome wire wheels and whiteband tyres,
spare wheel never used. Complete with all tools, only 58,000
miles from new, original factory handbook, recent invoices to
bring this car to mint condition. This E-Type drives superb and
is just stunning. £135,750. More pictures on our website.

Mercedes 230SL Sports Pagoda,1966. Finished in the most striking original colour of brilliant Brunswick Green
with complimented as new deep red carpets and seats, rear seat, new matching soft top, and hard top.  Radio and
cassette, very rare four speed transmission,only used on high days and holidays hence only 42,000 miles from new
and only two owners. Garaged from new, lots of history and handbook complete with all tools, thousands spent over
the years to keep this car in superb condition,personal registration number to go with car. Just stunning ........£87,750

Rolls Royce Phantom VI State limousine,
1972, fantastic colour scheme, Garnet over
Antelope, matching hide interior to front & West of
England cloth to rear, glass divider, TV & video,
cocktail bar with crystal glassware, intercom, 12
stack CD system, lambswool overrugs, air
conditioning, occasional seats, 2 owners, and
only 18k miles from new. .....................£250,500

Corvette Stingray coupe 1965. Finished in Nassau blue with
complimented Blue and White interior and Blue dash and carpets.
Knock off wheels, and radial tyres, independent rear suspension, disc
brakes all round, AM/FM stereo system, 4 speed Muncie transmission,
powered by a period and correct casting engine 327ci/ 350HP,L79
V8. A super looking and breath taking Corvette.................£118,750

Mercedes 450SL Sports 1980. Finished in
Champagne Gold with superb contrasting interior,
headrests, hard and soft tops, automatic transmission,
power steering, alloys, abs, expensive stereo system
with modern updates, air conditioning. Only 79,000
miles with service history, original owners manual,
complete with invoices and all tools, garaged from new,
drives superb. A fine investment hence...........£19,750

Porsche 2008 turbo 997 coupe 2.6L tiptronic. Finished in the
most superb colour of darkmetalic bronze (macadamia) with tan hide
interior. Power sun roof, this car has only 47,000 miles from new with
full service history. To include sat nav, on board security cameras, this
car has every extra. Please enquire regarding further extras, pampered
to the highest of standards, garaged from new, taken in part exchange,
Just breathtaking and mint condition excellent investment. .....£58,750

London Taxi diesel TX1 Bronze model 2000.
Finished in midnight blue with superb interior, occasional
seats, glass divider, wheel chair access, automatic, power
steering, stereo system. Garaged when not in use, drives
excellent .......................................................................£4,750

Jaguar E-Type 1965 4.2 FHC Finished in British Racing Green with Beige
hide interior, Sun roof, Radio, Upgrades, Engine by Forward Engineering,
Coopercraft brakes, this unmolested car has only 15,000 miles from new
and looks only two years old. A chance in a lifetime to own a very rare E -
type, Which has mellowed to an amazing condition. This car is just
remarkable. ................................................................................................£165,500

Mercedes Hearse 1998 E240. Coach built by Colman Milln, finished in
masons black with superb interior, double deck, bearer seats, walnut veneer
decks, automatic, power steering, stereo system, power windows, only two
owners and only 80,000 miles. Maintained to a very high standard, drives like
new, totally superb, always garaged. Limousines to match if required. .£13,750

Bentley Continental GT 2004 W12. Finished in
silver tempest with Bordeaux hide interior.
Complemented with black piano wood and complete
with every extra�.19 inch split rim wheels (as new),
keyless entry and start, only 48,000 miles from new
with full service history. Pampered from new, garaged
from new ..............................................................£29,750
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Jaguar E Type 4.2 Series 11 Roadster 1970
Finished in Primrose Yellow with Black hide
interior, headrests, stereo system, manual
transmission, sparkling chrome wire wheels,
zero miles since nut and bolt restoration, lots of
bills, magnificent throughout ..............£135,750

Ferrari 1986 328 GTS. Left hand drive, finished in
Rosso Red with tan hide interior, headrests, manual
transmission, stereo, power windows, air conditioning,
tinted glass, alloys, very expensive exhaust system, Nero
dashboard, original removable roof in black vinyl and
aerofoyle. Original tool kit and jack kit, 29,000 miles
from new, good history and invoices in original leather
wallet, recent service, magnificent example ....£115,500

Mercedes 280SL Sports Pagoda 1968. Finished in brilliant Arctic
White with superb contrasting interior, hard and soft tops, automatic, power
steering, CD stereo system. This car is one of the finest we have ever seen
having had thousands spent through its life keeping it to the highest
standard as it is today, only used on summer days, only 58,000 miles from
new, supplied with original handbook, various invoices, and most old Mot’s,
original tool kit, it would be very difficult to find another one that comes
close to the condition of this one, it’s simply amazing ..................£135 ,750

Mercedes 1988 560SL Sports left hand drive,
finished in smoke silver, with brazil hide interior, headrests,
hard and soft tops, centre armrest, overmats, first aid kit,
light up vanity mirrors, CD stereo system, air bag, air
cond, power mirror, cruise control, ABS, power windows,
SRS, outside tempriture gauge, tinted glass, auto, power,
expensive mercedes wheels, only 38,000 miles, service
history, drives like new, just magnificent .............£39,750

Mercedes E280 Elegance 6 door 2000 limousine.
Coach built by Binz, face lift model, finished in black with
superb hide interior, headrests all round front and rear, glass
divider, veneer dashboard and door rails, automatic, power
steering, cruise control, air conditioning, power windows,
power mirrors, auto tiptronic, parking sensors front and rear,
power seats, stereo, alloys, multiple air bags. Only 65,000
miles, original wallet containing handbook and service details.
Excellent example and drives superb. ........................£11,750

Rolls Royce 1965 Silver Cloud III Left Hand Drive, finished in the
traditional colours of Sand over Sable with Beige hide interior, picnic
tables to rear, lambswool overugs, tinted glass, air conditioning, stereo
system, power windows, vanity mirrors to rear, new slim band
whiteside tyres, complete with all tools, one of the last of this classic
model built, this superb example drives very smooth and comes with
Rolls Royce history book and all records when built, plus lots of bills
throughout its life, two previous distinguished owners, garaged and dry
stored from new, a chance in a life time to purchase this superb car. A
fine investment which is accelerating in value ..........................£69,750

Bentley 1956 Series 1 Coach built by Hooper (Empress Line
Model) finished in gleaming two tone Green, with fine coach
lines, with superb matching Green hide interior, with lambswool
overugs, glass like finish veneers, picnic tables to front and rear,
new tyres, only one former keeper, this very rare coachbuilt
Bentley is ideal for showing with every possibility of winning,
possibly the finest in the world, only a few built a fine investment
at only .......................................................................................£65,750
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Jaguar E Type V12 Roadster 1973/4. Finished in totally gleaming signal
Red with soft Black hide interior. Headrests, tinted glass, stereo, over mats,
manual transmission, power steering. As new chrome wire wheels with new
white side tyres, complete with all tools, lots of recent invoices, original
handbook. Been in a museum for many years hence only 37,000 miles from
new, with only two owners, drives superb, never seen rain, garaged from new,
this E Type is just magnificent could easily win any show................£135,500

Ferrari 1987 328 GTS. Left hand drive, finished in Rosso
red with tan hide interior, manual transmission, headrests,
stereo, power windows, air conditioning, tinted glass, Nero
dashboard, alloys, original black vinyl removable roof and
matching aerofoyle. Only 25,000 miles from new, excellent
history with invoices and original leather wallet, recent
service, Very fast appreciating asset, just stunning, complete
with tools and jack kit. This is a superb original example
never seen rain, drives like new .............................£125,500

Jaguar E Type V12 1971 2+2 LHD finished in
British racing green with superb black hide interior.
Headrests, air conditioning, manual, power steering,
chrome wire wheels, drives excellent. Lots of
maintenance invoices, only two owners, always
garaged, not concourse but a very genuine car to
drive, Gift for the enthusiast at only...............£48,750

Mercedes 300SL 1992 finished in Astral Silver
with Dove Grey hide interior. Rear seats, headrests,
hard and soft tops, light up vanity mirrors, power
windows, power hood, air bags, abs, alloys, stereo
system. Only 68,000 miles from new with full
history. Superb example ................................£9,750
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Many more E-types in stock in various price ranges. Call for details

Vauxhall Omega 1998 Hearse finished in Masons black
with superb interior. Double deck, bearer seats, with
excellent walnut veneer deck, with all coffin stops. Inlaid
glass pattern to the glass, power deck, air conditioning,
power steering, alloy wheels, automatic, power windows,
only 62,000 miles from new, highly maintained, drives like
new, excellent condition, you will be amazed at the
condition. What value at only ......................................£5,750

Mercedes Sports 560SL 1988 left drive,finished in
gleaming signal red with tan hide interior, headrests, hard &
tan soft tops, overmats,light up vanity mirrors, power
windows, tinted glass, power mirrors, centre armrest, central
locking, air conditioning, cruise control, stereo system, ABS,
alloys, SRS, first aid kit, outside temperature gauge, air
bags, expensive Mercedes car cover, auto, power steering,
only 19,000 miles from new, service history, one owner,
This flagship of the Mercedes SL could easily be mistaken
for new, A stunning classic, drives like new............£49,750

Jaguar E Type 3.8 series 1 1963 LHD roadster. Finished in gleaming Carmen Red with as new black hide
interior with the bright aluminum dash and centre consul. CD stereo system, Brand new sparkling chrome wire
wheels and tyres, spare wheel unused, complete with all tools and hood cover, the whole car looks new. This
breath taking icon has been totally restored from front to back by a very well known man in the Jaguar world
and has only covered a few hundred miles since. Comes complete with handbook also the amazing history file
of the restoration. A chance to own probably the finest of E Types and a superb investment ..................£157,500

Mercedes 250SL Pagoda sports 1968. Finished in the
breath taking colour scheme of light silver blue with darker
blue hard & soft tops, with light beige hide interior and
carpets, with overmats. Automatic, power steering, CD
stereo system, full tool kit, lots of old mot’s and history
invoices, handbook, looks very similar to new. Drives
Superb. Garaged. This car is just remarkable. Please view
our website for more detailed pictures, you will be amazed.
Fantastic investment and very fast appreciating in value,
don’t miss this one ..................................................£139,500

Mercedes 560 SL Sports. Left hand drive. 1988. In
the most delightful unmarked colour, Impala metallic.
Colour coded bumpers. Contrasting interior headrests,
over mats. Hard and soft tops, Auto. First aid kit, cruise
control, ABS, Power windows, Light up vanity mirrors, Air
conditioning, air bags, tinted glass, centre armrest,
outside temperature gauge, stereo and CD system. SRS,
alloys. Complete with all tools. 43,000 miles, two
owners, garaged from new. Service history. Fast
appreciating asset, Probably the finest SL ever made.
Superb to drive and absolutely stunning.............£38,500

Mercedes E240 1999 6 door limousine. Finished
in masons black with dove grey hide interior,
headrests, power steering, automatic, power glass
divider, alloys, abs, stereo, CD player, air conditioning.
This superb car has only one owner from new and
only 66,000 miles  with full history, garaged from new
and is just magnificent . Drives like new...........£8,750

Mercedes 300SL Sports 1988 finished in
brilliant signal red with black hide interior.
Headrests, automatic, power steering, rear
seats, over mats, hard and soft tops, alloys, abs
brakes, power windows, tinted glass, stereo
system. Always garaged, titled lady owner, full
service history, old mots, and many invoices, a
superb example......................................£27,750

Mercedes Sports 280SL Pagoda. 1968/9. Finished in unmarked
gleaming Silver with as new soft black hide interior. Hard and soft tops,
automatic, power steering, stereo system, special Mercedes overmats.
Only 73,000 miles. £1000s spent over the years to keep this garaged
kept sports car in the magnificent condition it is in today. A folder full of
invoices and old MOTs supplied with original handbook, complete with
all tools. A breathtaking example. More pictures available on our website
..............................................................................................................£129,500

Jaguar E Type 1970 Left hand drive 2+2.
Finished in opalescent Silver Blue with superb
matching hide interior. Overmats, headrests, original
stereo, manual transmission, power steering, air
conditioning, chrome wire wheels, 42,000 miles
from new, two owners, invoices, original handbook,
service book. Excellent example.................£59,750

Rolls Royce 1977 shadow II finished in the delightful colour of
Primrose with beige hide interior, lambs wool over rugs, all the usual
extras, air conditioning, power windows, central locking, stereo
system, personal reg. number. This magnificent example has only
covered 45,000 miles from new, with full service history. Last owner
20 years. Over three thousand spent recently to bring this car to a
very high standard, and invoices to match. Almost every mot, only
three owners from new, always garaged, drives like new and
pampered from new, probably the finest on market and rising in value.
An absolute gift at only.................................................................£16,750
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Rolls Royce 20/25 1934 coachbuilt by park ward finished in Masons Black over
Maroon, rear touring trunk with all tools and compartments, side mounted spare
wheel, opening windscreen, Lucas king of the road headlamps with superb hide
interior and picnic tables to rear as new carpets and head lining, the veneers are
highly polished. The underside of the car and floor are excellent with all new spring
leather gaiter. Excellent history file containing original bill of sale invoices for work
carried out over the years many letters from previous owners dating back many
years lots of photographic evidence for work carried out. Last owned by Rolls
member and show judge for many years. This very elegant car runs and drives silent
as one would expect of this superb example ....................................................£57,750

Daimler hearse 4.0 2001 finished in masons black
and gold pinstripe with beige hide interior, headrests,
alloy wheels, power seats, burr walnut veneers, with
coffin stoppers, double deck, bearer seats, flower rails,
power windows, remote locking, climate control,
power steering, automatic. This car is just in fantastic
condition and only covered 45,000 very careful miles
from new, maintained to a very high standard, superb
throughout. £15,750, limousines to match.

Mercedes 560SL Sports 1987 Left hand drive. Finished in
gleaming Signal Red with Beige hide interior. Headrests, hard and
soft tops. This flag ship of the Mercedes SLs has power windows,
tinted glass, stereo system, light up vanity mirrors, cruise control, air
conditioning, power mirror, ABS, air bags, alloys, overmats. Only
27,000 miles from new with service history, only one owner,
garaged and pampered from new ..........................................£46,750

Mercedes 1988 560SL Sports. Left hand drive, Finished in
Astral Silver with Maroon hide interior, hard and soft tops, rear seats,
headrests, power mirrors, light up vanity mirrors, stereo system,
outside temperature gauge, cruise control,superb walnut
veneers, air bags, SRS, power windows, alloys, tinted glass, center
arm rests, only two owners, non smokers car, 39,000 miles, service
history, probably the finest Mercedes sports ever made, especially
for reliability, drives like new, always garaged. ......................£39,750

Corvette Stingray coupe 1967. Finished in
gleaming Silver Pearl with soft Back hide interior.
AM/FM stereo, factory air conditioning, power
brakes, power steering, power glide auto
transmission, 350V8 engine with 350 HP. Only 2
owners 32,000 miles, last owner 40 years. These
stunning looking cars are becoming very rare and
valuable. Totally superb..............................£119,500

Jaguar E-Type 1970 Roadster finished in totally
unmarked Gleaming Primrose Yellow with Black hide
interior, headrests, tinted glass, stereo system, sparkling
chrome wire wheels, whiteband tyres, spare and tools
unused, only two owners from new, lots of bills and history,
original hand book, and old MoT’s, lots of valuation
certificates, never seen rain, partial restoration by ourselves
to bring this car to the highest of standards, this car must be
seen for its condition, the ultimate in E-types......£125,500

Jaguar E type V12 Roadster 1973/4 Finished in
Gleaming Old English White with as new black hide
interior, headrests, original radio/cassette, manual
transmission, power steering, as new sparkling chrome
wire wheels, spare wheel unused, only 36,000 miles from
new, virtually one owner from new, good history, original
paper work and handbook, very rare to find a car in this
unique condition, never seen rain.........................£145,750

URGENTLY WANTED: Ferraris

Mercedes 230SL Sports 1966 Finished in Porcelain White,
as new Black hide, Auto, power steering, CD stereo system,
hard and soft tops, original service books, original handbook,
entered many events in the UK and Europe, many old Mot’s,
stainless steel exhaust system, recent overhaul, extraordinary
folder full of service history, drives superb, complete with all
tools, over £10,000 spent in the last few years making this car
probably one of the finest to be found............................£89,750

Mercedes VITO 111 CDI LWB 2006 mini bus. 7 seater, plus wheel chair
access. A very unique vehicle, finished in Black with like new interior.
Automatic, Power Steering, CD and Stereo System, Power windows,
Multifunction Steering Wheel, Air Conditioning, Alloys, Tinted glass, Central
Locking, Only 77,000 miles from new, original leather wallet with the service
book and hand book. This vehicle must be seen for its condition and
probably the only one like this. More pictures on our website. Absolute gift only
.........................................................................................................................£12,750

Jaguar E Type 1969 2+2 left hand drive. Finished in the original
mirror finish of gleaming unmarked Masons Black with light beige hide
interior, headrests, reclining seats, sparkling chrome wire wheels,
manual transmission, power steering. Jaguar fitted triple Webber dco
40 carburetors, with six branch manifold. lots of history, handbook, only
500 miles since the best restoration we have ever seen, complete with
all tools. Recent concourse winner, and winner of many shows, trophies
to go with car. This is a very rare and special E Type, the original colour
scheme is breath taking, also comes with everything itemized. Invoices
from the previous owner. This is the best 2+2 we have ever seen, more
detailed pictures on our website. ...............................................£125,750

Daimler Sovereign 4.0. Hearse, 1989, personal reg
number . Finished in gleaming black with gold pinstripe,
beige hide interior, headrests, walnut double deck
veneers, coffin stops, flower rails, bearer seats,
automatic, power steering, power windows, power seats,
stereo system. Only 98,000 very careful miles ,
maintained to a very high standard, totally stunning,
drives superb, looks much newer hence ..............£8,750
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Classic cars definitely have their own 
special flavour according to the country 
where they came from. French are so 
chic and idiosyncratic, Italian full of brio 
and bravado, Swedish solid, sensible 
and super safe. But when you think of 
German cars, function blended with 
typical Teutonic efficiency and quality 
springs to mind. 
    That’s not to say that they are totally 
devoid of emotion and feeling; the 
millionth Porsche 911 has recently been 
produced. It’s all the above – naturally 
– and we’ve yet to have met an owner 
that didn’t love their time with one!

This German classic special 
celebrates some of the best classics to 
come from Deutschland – the hardest 
part when assembling them was what to 
sadly leave out! 

Everybody has their favourites… 
what we tried to achieve is a broad 
cross-section of traditional and modern 
classics to suit all tastes and budgets. 

Thanks to the UK being one of the 
biggest buyers of German cars in the 
World, there’s no shortage of choice in 
vehicles or specialists to look after 
them. VW Heritage, for example, has 
just announced that it’s broadening its 

already wide portfolio to now include 
Porsche parts and that’s great news 
whether you own a Boxster or a 911! 
Heritage Parts Centre is managed by a 
team of Porsche specialists, to offer the 
same level of service and product 
knowledge for Porsche owners that  
VW Heritage is already famed for.

As regular readers know, each 
month Classic Motoring features, 
comprehensive buying and owning 
advice on a wide spectrum of classics. 
So if there’s a BMW, Audi, Mercedes or 
even a DKW that you would like to see 
featured, drop us a line and let us know! 

Deutschländer
DECIDING ON A 

PORSCHE
020 911
023 993/966
024 928
025  944
026 Boxster
028 356
029 914
030 924

OPEL
031 GT

BMW
032 2002
034 8 series
035 M3
036 Z3

MERCEDES
038 SLK
040 Pagoda
042 107
045 129

AUDI
046 R8
047 TT
049 Quattro
050 Golf GTi

VW
051 Beetle family 
052 Camper

NSU
054 Ro80



PORSCHE 911 – Air to the throne
For a great many, there’s only been and 
will only be one Porsche and that’s the 
911. Furthermore, the only 911 worth 
owning is an air-cooled one. This 911 
may have changed out of all recognition 
since its launch some 53 years ago but, 
thankfully, every generation, in varying 
degrees, has always remained a 911 in 
spirit and character.

DRIVING
The earliest 911s were a real handful 
because of their short wheelbase and 
trigger-happy handling, while early 
Turbos suffered from massive lag, which 
could make them a nightmare to drive, 
as the boost arrived just when you didn’t 
want it! The chances are, however, that 
you’ll be looking at something more 
mainstream from the 1970s or 1980s. 
    Post-1984 models are easier to live 
with thanks to their more manageable 
transmission and the Carrera 3.2 – 
especially with the G50 gearbox – is 
reckoned by many to be the ultimate of 
the original 911 line. The 964 that 
followed is smoother, more comfortable 
and, more powerful, yet somehow less 
engaging (say experts) but is the last  
model sporting that traditional look. 

The problem arises if you drive a 
911 like a modern, as early cars will 
punish the pilot when cornering. You 
have to be in the mood to drive any 911 
although the 4WD of the Carrera 4 
ensures that anyone half decent can 
drive a 911 with fair confidence.

BEST MODELS
Leading 911 experts Paul Stephens of 
Suffolk says you need to know your 
911s before buying and adds it’s better 
to own a good SC than a pretty poorly 
Carrera 2 for the same money. There’s a 
lot of tired 911s about waiting to catch 
out eager enthusiasts – and the same 
goes for a good LHD model against an 
average UK car. The problem stems 
from the fact that as values for prize 
Porsches rise, it drags the poorer cars 
up with them, says this specialist. 
In fact, if you’re on a tight budget then 
it’s better to buy a nice 996 (see next 
anon) hints Stephens. 

VALUES 
With such a vast range of models to 
choose from, classic or contemporary, it 
really depends what type of 911 (air or 
water cooled, for example) floats your 
boat and your budget, but you need 
around £35,000 for a respectable SC, 
perhaps the least liked variant, says  
experts Parr (01293 537911). As a rule 
of thumb, the earlier the 911, the more 
expensive and exclusive it will be; early 
chrome bumper cars are for no holes 
barred 911 enthusiasts who have 
£40-£50 grand to spend minimum and 
an easy five figures for top examples. 
The indifferent and unreliable 964 used 
to represent good value but even these 
now broach £30,000 if half decent. 
Asking prices are governed by the car’s 
specification, history and condition.  

Targas appear to be worth £1000 less 
than coupés, strangely, but cabriolets 
(from 1983) are worth two to three grand 
more. The once poverty model, the 
356-engined 912 (said to handle better 
than a 911 due to weight distribution) 
has gained a strong following and good 
ones sell for £30,000. 

BUYING ADVICE
If you’ve never driven a 911, try a few 
before buying as they are an acquired 
taste and the cars can vary widely, 
meaning without experience, it will be 
hard to spot a bad one. Don’t think that 
a lightly used 911 is good news as that 
flat six engine hates long term inactivity 
and major engine damage can result in 
it lying dormant for long periods. 911s 
rust badly too; it wasn’t until August 
1975 that the bodyshells were 
galvanised and even then, as one 
specialist put it, “If you haven’t found 
any, you haven’t looked hard enough”. 
    The flat-six is generally durable; first 
sign of wear is (blue) oil smoke when 
the car is started up and on the 
over-run, signalling that the valve guides 
have worn out. Expect to see 45psi at 
2500rpm and ask for evidence of the 
lubricant having been changed regularly, 
using high-quality materials. The G50 
gearbox fitted to post-1986 911s is the 
strongest of the lot and unlikely to give 
any significant problems (plus can be 
retrofitted). Again, G50 clutch design is 
regarded as the best of the lot as well.

z Classic looks  

z Involving drive  

z Big choice  

z  Great owner 
support
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£30,000-£500,000+
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Norfolk Premier
Norfolk’s Porsche Specialists Coachworks

porsche specialists

Proper
restoration
for proper
cars.
356/911 Body Repairs
Classic Porsche Restoration
Bodywork Fabrication
Concours Finishing

New website www.porschenorfolk.co.uk
Call 01603 615172
or email Wayne Parker at
sales@premier-coachworks.co.uk
90 Westwick Street Norwich Norfolk NR2 4SZ
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epping motor company

Up to date stock situation on our website: www.eppingmotorcompany.com
We are always keen to purchase or take in part exchange  Modern and Classic Cars in Right or Left Hand Drive

TEL: 01277 365415   FAX: 01277 365436
e-mail: sales@eppingmotorcompany.com

1955 Jaguar XK 140 DHC. Carmen Red,
UK RHD, O/D, CWW, Concours. £POA

1982(X) BMW E21 320 Coupe Auto.
Genuine 30,200 miles, Mint. £9,995

2001 Jaguar XK8 Coupe Auto. Metallic
Topaz, 37,500 miles, FSH. £10,995

1991 BMW E30 325i Convertible. Alpine
White, 79,000 miles, FSH. £8,795

1990(G) TVR S290 Convertible. Metallic
Grey, 63500 miles, history. VGC £8,795

2002(02) Porsche Boxster 2.7 Tiptronic.
Guards Red, 41,500 miles, FSH. £8,295

1978(S) Mercedes 450SLC. LHD, Dark
Metallic Green. £8,795

2000(W) Mercedes SLK320. Automatic,
Linarite Blue, 41,000 miles, FSH. £6,995

Cherished Registration number 3100 K
£6,995

2005 Mercedes CLK240 2.6 Coupe.
Brilliant Silver, 41,500 miles, FSH. £6,295

1998 BMW Z3 2.8i Roadster. 5-speed,
Cosmos Black, 42,000 miles, FSH. £6,295

1998 BMW Z3 2.8i Roadster. 5-speed,
Arctic Silver, 43,000 miles, FSH. £6,295

2002 Mercedes SLK320 Convertible. Metallic
Brilliant Silver, Anthracite leather. Electric roof.£7,995

2001 BMW Z3 2.2i Roadster. Titan Silver,
Black hide, 62,000 miles, FSH. £5,495

1997(P) BMW E36 328i Convertible Auto.
Samoa Blue, 62000 miles, FSH. £5,995

2004 BMW E46 318Ci 2.0 SE Convertible Steptronic
auto. Silver Grey with Grey leather £6,795

2001 Mercedes SLK320 Convertible. Black
with Anthracite and Cream leather. £6,295

1998(R) BMW Z3 1.9i Convertible. Silver,
5-speed, 40,500 miles. FSH. £4,295

2004(04) Smart Convertible Silver Pulse
SE. Manual, 69000 miles, FSH. £2,295

1997(R) Jaguar XK8 4.0 Coupe. British Racing
Green with Oatmeal and Charcoal interior. £6,795
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1989 PORSCHE 944 S2 CABRIOLET
Original manual 5 speed version. Guards Red, Black hide sports seats piped Red,

120,000 miles. All stickers in the right places including the bar code sticker nearside
door shut. Original factory alloys, cruise control and air-conditioning. Original hood bag,

tyre pump and tool wrap. £9,995
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1989 PORSCHE 944 S2 TRACK DAY
3.0L 968 Variocam engine. Corner weighted suspension, dyno’d by Torque Developments
International, MO30 brakes, limited slip diff, full race harnesses, race seats, S/S exhaust,

ProMax performance chip and roll cage. New radiator, steering rack, OEM oil cooler,
wiper motor, battery and instrument lights converted to LED. Road legal with MOT. £7   ,995

Mobile: 07831 444100 | Telephone: 01284 827427 | www.finlaygorham.com
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PORSCHE 993/966 – Liquid Assets

£13,000-£70,000+

z  Good aftermarket 
support Modern 
mechanicals

z  Safer handling

z  Keener prices

Any car that has stayed in production 
for over half a century has to change 
over the years and what sounded as an 
affront to 911 purists (switching from air 
to water-cooled), almost a quarter of a 
century ago did at least ensure that this 
evergreen classic not only survives but 
thrives. Better still, later water-cooled 
models are still true 911s but, when 
compared to the prices of the earlier 
traditional ranges, look spectacular value 
for money, if you buy a good one.

DRIVING
It was always believed that one reason 
why the 911 remained so popular was 
due to its challenging handling traits that 
you either loved or loathed. However, 
even Porsche had to concede that the 
911 had to be improved and made 
easier to handle. As a result, with the 
advent of the last air-cooled 911, the 
993, came an entirely new coil sprung 
rear suspension design that transformed 
the handling for the majority of fans. 
    This has been continually improved to 
the point that the latest computer-
controlled models are deceptively easy 
to master compared to the older 
classics – but is that what you are after? 
Power (3.4 and then uprated to 
3.6-litres) was never an issue with the 
new engines and a regular 300bhp was 
the norm – more for the Turbo and GT2 
and GT3 versions. 

Another benefit, which again was 
frowned upon by purists, was a proper 

modern dash layout to go with a much 
improved interior. The ‘997’ range came, 
for the first time since the late 70s, with 
a choice of engines (3.6 and 3.8-litres).

BEST MODELS
It’s been said that the later the 911, the 
less they remained one and some experts 
regard the 993 as last of the traditional 
classics. The 996 isn’t considered as a 
911 great but the design was much 
improved in 997 guise, plus those 
‘Boxster looks’ were dumped for a more 
familiar 911 style where a claimed 80 per 
cent of the body was all new. The spin 
off GT2 and GT3 saw a nominal 360bhp 
rising to 462bhp for (2001-03) GT2 and 
500bhp on 997s.

VALUES 
If you don’t particularly hanker for a 
classic 911, a later alternative looks very 
tempting indeed. Expect to pay under 
£25,000+ for a nice Carrera 2 (C2) 

997 depending upon spec and high 40s 
for a Gen2 on a 2010 plate. 

Trade values for fair-to-average 997s 
are ticketed at just over £20,000 and 
shabby ones for under £15,000, but 
bear in mind that you could spend half 
this again bringing it into line. A 56-plate 
Turbo is £37,000 and a 2012 plate 3.6 
Targa 4 typically priced around the 45 
grand mark depending on spec, etc.

BUYING ADVICE
Most of the earlier advice relating to the 
air-cooled 911s broadly applies but the 
996 added its own woes, chiefly to the 
new water-cooled engine where cracks 
in the engine and cylinder heads, 
allowing oil and water to mix, results in a 
ten grand bill. Other maladies include 
failing rear main seals and the 
intermediate shaft bearing, which can 
also lunch the engine, although these 
problems were largely sorted before the 
3.4 engine made way for the 3.6 unit.

Deutschländer
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PORSCHE 928 – Forward Thinking

£7000-£30,000+

z  Great touring 
abilities

z Cheap to buy

z 2+2 hatchback

z Expensive to run

Deutschländer
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Designed to replace the iconic 911 40 
years ago, the forward-engined 928 did 
no such thing but it did become the 
best GT in the world during its heyday 
and you won’t find more supercar metal 
for your money anywhere else. When 
new, they cost between £80,000-
£100,000 – today, they go for a few 
grand! A good one is a gem.

DRIVING
Chalk and cheese is the best way to 
compare a 928 with a 911. If it’s fun 
that you’re after buy that legend 
because the 928 is a different animal. 
With its ingenious rear axle, which 
automatically corrected the rear wheels’ 
geometry and 50/50 weight split, a 
good 928 boasts impeccable road 
manners. All this makes the 928 a very 
different proposition as well as an 
acquired taste, but for those after 
relaxing super car motoring, it’s ideal 
and those past owners (including racer 
Derek Bell, no less) say they’re fabulous 
rock solid 140mph tourers. The last of 
the line GTSs were true 170mph heroes 
and regarded as the best GT ever.

BEST MODELS
While there was a select range of  
models spanning 1978 until the early 
90s and there’s a fair few around, 
condition and provenance count for 
most. Originally, the 928 came with  a 
240bhp, 4.5-litre V8, and a Mercedes 
auto option. Come 1980, the 928S 

arrives along with a larger fuel injected 
4.7-litre pushing out to 300bhp. In 1984, 
UK cars featured an upgraded fuel 
injection for 310bhp, while 1987 saw a 
mild facelift along with a 5-litre engine 
and sexy Brembo brakes to handle the 
added power. Nearly all came as 
automatics but a manual 928GT (with an 
added 10bhp) surfaced in 1991 with an 
electronically controlled limited slip diff. 
The final 928 came out in 1992 as the 
GTS with a 5.4, 350bhp engine, wider 
rear wheel arches, air con, driver’s seat 
memory, and much more – this is the 
928 that will be worth the most.

VALUES
Prices aren’t quite bargain-basement 
anymore but ten grand will still get you a 
fair 928S4, which is half the price of an 
immaculate one; earlier S and S2s are 
around £3-£5000 less but the GTS is 
worth much more. Projects can still be 
bought for a little more over £1500 and, 
if you have the space, are worth buying 
on the strength of their spare parts 
alone but they are not DIY friendly and 
just because you’ve ran a 924 or 944 in 
the past doesn’t mean you can afford a 
928! They are a different proposition 
altogether and a lot more expensive and 
complex to run… 

BUYING ADVICE
A well looked after 928 can rack up 
300,000 miles but many have been 
maintained on the cheap. Bodily, these 

Porsches are fine, if cared for but the 
door skins, front wings and bonnets are 
made of lightweight alloy, which means 
they don’t come cheap. Happily, there’s 
a healthy following and respect for the 
928 – go to Paul Anderson at Porsche 
928 Spares (01453 299363), JDS 
Porsche (01223 709915) for help, while 
you can even race one in a special 
racing category run by the Porsche 
Owners Club. The engine itself has two 
cams, the left one is longer than the 
other, drives the distributor and is prone 
to snapping, with dire consequences. 
Replacement costs around £700 and 
the engine can drop on their mounts 
leading to a £1000 repair. 
     Transmissions are robust but torque 
tube bearing failure can damage the 
converter and oil seals on four-speed 
automatic 928s. Getting at it is involved 
but leaving alone can wreck the V8 at the 
same time! The fuse box is the size of a 
tea tray, the wires that go into it are all 
grey, so electrical faults are legion plus 
there’s lots of computers, electronics, to 
go wrong – seats alone on some cars 
have 16 separate motors, for example…



PORSCHE 944/968 – Practical Porsche
z Great value  

z  Performance 
with practicality  

z Wide choIce  

z Convertible option

After the indifference shown towards its 
previous front-engined designs, it was 
third time lucky for Porsche with the 944. 
Although still 924-based, it took on an 
entirely new character and image, helped 
by the fact that a proper Porsche engine 
powered this sportshatch or convertible. 
No other supercar combined 
performance with practicality and 
prestige and they are the most pragmatic 
Porsches of them all.

DRIVING 
“Efficiency, quality and refinement are 
the Porsche’s passwords”, said one 
magazine back in 1983 and it sums up 
the 944 brilliantly. Perhaps it’s a car that 
engenders admiration rather than 
outright excitement, yet was ranked as 
one of the World’s best ‘lower league’ 
supercars in its day. Any 944 is a good 
and effortless performer; it’s just that 
some models – such as the 944S2 with 
its meatier 3-litre engine, turbo brakes 
and better gearing – are greater than 

others. The front engine/rear transaxle 
layout gives a weight distribution that’s 
virtually 50-50, and handling that can 
only be described as ‘well balanced’. 
And the 968? It’s a 944 but better in all 
the key areas with performance on all 
models well up to 911 standards. The 
Club is probably the best all rounder, as 
it is essentially a hard-core ClubSport 
mechanically but with rear seats and 
some trim! If you find one for the price 
of a top 944, then go for it instead.

BEST MODELS
The more recent the car, the better the 
944. It moved away from its 924 cabin 
in 1985, inherited Turbo features a year 
later, saw in the 924S in 1987 and a 
larger 2.7-litre engine for 1989 
(165bhp) before 16-valve heads were 
fitted just 12 months later. The 944S2 
packed 3-litres and 211bhp which was 
just shy of the 2.5 Turbo’s output plus 
used the Turbo brakes and taller 
gearing. The 968 is a bit of an unsung 
hero in Porsche’s portfolio; 240bhp, 
six-speeds plus a hard-core Club Sport 
yet prices are broadly similar to the 944.

VALUES
Prices vary depending upon condition 
but like-for-like, unless it’s the S2 or 
Turbo, values are now not much different 
to the 924, strangely. The Turbos and 
convertibles command the most by 
20-25 per cent and, as we remarked 
earlier, the 968 is worth not a lot more 

over a 944 (say £5000 tops plus it’s a 
later car), the exception being a Club 
Sport, where £6-£10,000 can be 
further added due to their rarity and ever 
rising classic status, deservedly so.

BUYING ADVICE
If the 944 is to be your first Porsche, 
don’t worry about over-reaching yourself. 
Quality OE-standard spare parts aren’t 
dear and remember the car is based 
upon the VW-inspired 924, so lots of 
common VAG parts are also employed. 
The galvanised bodies rust in all the 
usual places; if it’s a convertible, lift the 
floor carpets to check rain has not been 
coming in around the hood.  

   The specially-coated Nikasil 
cylinder bores can pose problems so, 
have a proper cylinder compression test 
carried out, if possible. Cylinder heads 
can give trouble with gasket failure while 
on the 968, the Vario camshaft sensor 
packs up leaving you with a £1000 
repair. Gearboxes are usually bullet-
proof, but differentials can whine. 

Suspensions are tough and only 
require the usual checks. Dampers and 
springs will wear out, as will anti-roll bar 
bushes. If the car feels loose and clunks 
on a test drive, then inspect the latter 
closely followed by the front wishbones 
(pattern parts can be a third of the price 
Porsche charges!). Similarly, the 
911-style brakes are easy to check and 
service. Worn discs common yet cheap 
to fix, but watch for seized callipers. 
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£4500-£30,000+



£3000-£14,000+

z Brilliant value

z 911-like character

z Wide choice 

z Not DIY friendly
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PORSCHE BOXSTER – Boxing Clever
It’s often been said, half in jest, that 
owning a Boxster shows to the world 
that you can’t afford a 911. Well, that 
may be so… but there’s no denying that 
this entry model to the Porsche pack is 
a great sports car and a real Porsche 
yet one at prices that can make a typical 
MGB look decidedly expensive!

DRIVING
With strong connections to the 996, 
perhaps the biggest compliment the 
Boxster has received, since its launch 
over 20 years ago, is that it feels rather 
like a classic 911 before the sensations 
became controlled by computers and 
dulled by added weight. A mid-mounted 
flat-six engine, delivers sublime handling 
with great performance, even in 204bhp 
2.5-litre form that some say is ‘sluggish’. 
Performance junkies should look to the 
Boxster S with its 3.2-litre powerplant 
instead. For such a capable super car, 

the ride is amazingly compliant, while 
the steering is every bit as delightful as 
the handling. There’s more grip than 
you’ll ever need, too (if in good order).

BEST MODELS
If you are a driver who likes to give it at 
least eight tenths, get a Boxster S but if 
all you demand is a Boxster image and 
Porsche key fob, save your money and 
stick with a standard car. However, a 
sport package upping wheel size to 17in 
and with stiffer suspension makes the 
car handle much better. Post 1998 cars 
saw the 2.5 upped to 2.7-litres and 
220bhp, only 26bhp shy of the Boxster S, 
which is generally regarded the best of 
the Boxster bunch, more so after 2001 
when it gained another six bhp and  
17-inch alloys which allowed the beefier 
318mm disc brakes from the 996 Carrera 
to be fitted. In ’06 a 3.4S was introduced 
with a regular 2.9 three years later.

VALUES 
Early Boxsters are now changing hands 
from just a paltry £3000 but be careful 
if the mileages are high and service 
history short. Best to up the budget to 
£8-£10,000 for a top 2005 2.7 or an 
early ‘02 S model from a Porsche 
specialist offering a worthy warranty; 
2.9s go for £14,000 on the forecourts 
which is the same price for a 2006 
3.4-litre car. Twenty grand, which just 
about buys a fair TR6, will see you in a 
six year old with years of life left in it.

BUYING ADVICE
Cheap Boxsters can be a liability and 
it’s not a DIY dream either thanks to 
lousy engine access. The 2.5-litre cars 
suffered from porous blocks and slipped 
‘sleeves’ but all engines should have 
been replaced by now. You’re more 
likely to find a car with a cracked 
cylinder head, so look for evidence of 
the coolant and oil having mixed. Any 
rust found might well be due to poor 
previous accident repairs although the 
door catches on cars made before the 
New Millennium harbour minor rust. 
   If you’re buying a Tiptronic, make sure 
it swaps ratios smoothly as you go up 
and down through the box. These ’boxes 
can give trouble which is costly to put 
right. If it’s a manual, make sure the 
clutch isn’t slipping because fitting a 
replacement can easily soak up £1000, 
or more if the rear crank seal is found 
leaking, as it often does. 

Handling should be beyond 
reproach; if it isn’t, the car may have 
been jacked up by its suspension arms, 
causing distortion; look at the state of 
the wishbones; any damage will be 
obvious. Cars built up until the end of 
’03 need attention every 12,000 miles 
or each year. The last original cars built, 
which came out of the factory from the 
start of 2004, need attention every 
12,000 miles or every two years. On top 
of this, new spark plugs are needed 
every 48,000 miles or four years. See 
it’s all been done.
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Porsche Specialist

all major credit cards are accepted

We carry out a full range of Porsche servicing and Porsche repair
projects on all popular models including diagnostics and body repair
work. Porsche Torque are able to undertake all types of mechanical,
cosmetic and restoration work to your complete satisfaction.

● Fully Equipped Workshop  ● Bodywork & Restorations
● Diagnostics & Tuning  ● Engine & Gearbox Re-build Specialists

● Free Estimates  ● Collection & Delivery Service
● Alignment & Geometry Facilities  ● Audio & Alarm Fitting

50 YEARS COMBINED EXPERIENCE FROM EX-OPC MASTER TECHNICIANS 
(AFN, RUF & HATFIELD)

DISTRIBUTORS FOR

01895 814446 or 07507 623997
www.porsche-torque.com

Unit C2, Arun Buildings, Arundel Road,
Uxbridge UB8 2RP

Find us on
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1999 Porsche 911 Carerra Cabriolet (996)
Est. £10,000 - £15,000

1999 Porsche 911 Carerra

Something special has arrived for our Supercar
section at our world class Rockingham venue

LIV
E

ONLIN
E S

ALE

ENTRIES FOR THIS SALE ARE NOW BEING ACCEPTED
ENTRY FEE £100 - 5% SALE COMMISSION

For further information please contact Phillip Knapper
07977 048465 or email rockingham@cityauctiongroup.com

Download our iOS/Android Live Bid and Auction Apps Now
Full listings can also be viewed on

our website www.cityauctiongroup.com

Mitchell Road, Corby, Northants NN17 5AF

✆ 01536 270280
www.cityauctiongroup.com
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The 356 is a great slice of motoring 
history that no true Porsche fan should 
overlook – if they can afford it that is as 
values have rocketed to E-type levels 
and show no signs of abating. With their 
obvious Beetle heritage, it’s a Porsche 
you either love or hate – because it’s 
quite unlike anything that came after it.

DRIVING
Why a 356 instead of a 911? Good 
question, especially when you consider 
that a half-decent 911, or a good 912, 
can cost less than a not-too-good 356!    
   If pace, handling, and a desire to be 
seen by your not so automotive 
conscious friends in a ‘modern’ sports 
car classic is what you want, then a 356 
is not for you…

A properly prepared 356 can be a 
joy to drive, with light and precise 
handling that means B-road progress can 
be rapid if you’re the committed type. 
“The driver should not hold the steering 
wheel too tight, a well set up 356 should 
be relaxing to drive” one 356 expert told 
us. Obviously, a 75bhp 1600S, or 95bhp 
1600SC, isn’t going to be the quickest 
thing on the roads but speed isn’t 
everything – even with a Porsche!

BEST MODELS
The first cars were Austrian built but 
apart from novelty it’s the post ’54 
German-made cars that are the ones to 
go for, not least due having more power 
and continued development – much like 

911s. The 356A, was the first to feature 
a one piece windscreen, 15in wheels 
and wider tracks to improve handling. In 
1957, the original body, known as T1, 
was replaced by T2 with different doors 
and revised trim. Engine options grew 
with the addition of a 1582cc unit giving 
either 60bhp or 75bhp in 1600S form. 
The 1500 GS was a limited production 
motorsport version, with four overhead 
camshafts instead of pushrods, roller 
bearings, and a mighty 100bhp…

The evolution continued with the 
introduction of the ‘B’ in 1959 – by 
which point only the rear trailing arms, 
half shafts, crown wheel, pinion and 
differential housing came from the VW 
parts bin (recognisable by its raised 
headlights, and front and rear bumper). 
The T6, ’62, is identified by a larger rear 
window. The 356C sporting four wheel 
ATE disc brakes, and engine availability 
was standardised with a 1600C 
(75bhp) and 1600SC (95bhp) on 
general production coupés and cabrios.  

VALUES
They make 911s sound cheap! Even 
though around half the 76,000 made 
survive, projects sell for almost £30,000 
and runners around 50 grand (add a 
third on average for convertibles and/or 
RHD cars). Prize Porkers can cost up to 
£170,000 with the Speedster at least a 
quarter of a million (there’s some good 
replicas, mind) and the four cam Carrera 
not far short of Aston DB6 money.

BUYING ADVICE
The dangers of 356 purchase lie within 
the bodywork and you need to look 
everywhere – or better still, have a 356 
specialist do it because they know 
where to precisely look. Like all 
Porsches until the mid-80s, the factory 
carried out a lot of rectification of 
blemishes in body panels on the 
production line, and so any car is likely 
to have a lot of lead filler in its make-up 
and is normal. The good news is that, 
almost all panels are readily available. 
    There’s three identification points; 
under the spare wheel, by the fuel tank 
and passenger’s body pillar plus you 
can look up the body colour code with 
the help of the 356 Register (Porsche 
Club GB) bit.ly/356coloursregistry.

The engine itself is good and tough 
but – like body panels – parts (and 
major repairs) can be expensive, 
because although there’s a hint of VW 
about the original design, not one major 
component is the same as a Beetle. The 
suspension needs careful checking for 
wear around the front king pins and rear 
arm bushes, and shock absorbers will, 
inevitably, need renewing on any car that 
hasn’t had a complete overhaul. 

The steering box (originally VW and 
then a Porsche-designed ZF unit) is 
adjustable. Drum brakes (alloy with cast 
iron linings) on A and B models can 
suffer from excess heat build-up, and 
either go misshapen or crack so check 
them if the brakes feel odd on a drive.

z First ever Porsche

z  Unique driving 
experience

z  Sky high values

z  Good spares 
availability

PORSCHE 356 – Bitten by the bug

£60,000-£400,000+



PORSCHE 914 – Mistaken identity
Entry level Porsches (and this even 
includes the 966-based Boxster) are 
never considered the real deal as they 
are usually tarnished by their VW 
connections – yet so was a 356 and, 
dare we say it, a 911? The world’s first 
mass-produced mid-engined car, the 
914, was intended  to give Volkswagen 
a sportier, prestigious flagship model 
and Porsche with a cheap, entry-level 
car to undercut the 911. Some say it 
lacks pace and prestige, and a 911 is 
easier to maintain as a classic, but the 
rarity and current values compensate.

DRIVING
Even the most hardened critics will admit 
that the 914 is much better to drive than 
it looks. Thanks to the mid-engine layout, 
which is much more predictable than the 
rear-engined 911, 914s handle so well 
that factory engineers recorded superior 
cornering powers over the 911 because 
it boasted a superior basic design…
    True, VW-powered ones are slouches 
but the last-of-the-line 2-litre isn’t and all 
featured five-speed gearboxes. The 
central roof section was a winner and, 
combined with generous luggage space,  
makes the 914 an ideal tourer. 
     A retrospective look by Supercar 
Classics in 1990, concluded that the 
914 undeservedly received a bad press, 
and called it a Teutonic X1/9. “The 914/6 
could have gone on to become a great 
car… had the 914 subsequently received 
as much development as the 911.”

BEST MODELS
It’s largely a case of what you can get, 
but the base 1.7 is slower than an MG 
Midget! The 100bhp 2-litre is much 
more like it while the 1.8 fitted to the 
last models is lively, but best is the 
914/6, with its 125bhp 2.0-litre Porsche 
power, larger 15” alloy wheels with 
165HR15 tyres. A proper right-hand 
drive range was out of the question, but 
a quality conversion was developed in 
the UK by Crayford of Kent. Expensive 
when new, it’s thought that less than 40 
were completed although their prices 
shouldn’t be significantly dearer than a 
left-hooker now, although desirability 
may be higher. US cars posted measly 
76bhp and came with thick-set bumpers 
but can be converted.

VALUES
According to the Porsche Club GB  
(914@porscheclubgb.com) , there’s 
175-200 cars in the UK, but not all are 
on the road although standards are 
improving. Prices for projects start at 
£5000, usable 914s start from £9000 
but more like £15,000 for a good 1.7 
version and in the region of £15-£20K 
for a later 2.0, with 1.8s somewhere in 
between. The Porsche-powered 914-6 
is another matter entirely and a rogue  
one costs as much fine 914; best 
models can bust the 50 grand mark with 
no trouble. Many still reside in the US 
and there’s no shortage of tuning and 
custom gear, plus 911 running gear fits. 

BUYING ADVICE
Spares are in the main not a problem 
and reproduction panels from Canadian 
Restoration Designs, are very good 
indeed. The biggest worry is rust so 
inspect carefully. The main rot spot is 
around the battery area and, in the worst 
cases, can spread to the chassis leg. If 
that’s the case then walk away. Sills are 
a rot haven, too as are the suspension 
mounts. The air-cooled VW engine is at 
least typically dependable. Many ran on 
Bosch fuel injection, which is reliable 
enough. However, when it plays up, 
owners have been known to swap to 
carbs but do it badly; an overhaul of the 
injection set up costs around £1500. 
     The five-speed manual box had an 
awful gear change when new and when 
the linkages are worn. Post 1972 cars 
benefit from a better unit and some fit 
the later Porsche 930 transaxle. Bear in 
mind that the 914 used a 911 transaxle 
so repairs will be costly. The interior trim 
is robust, although US cars may suffer 
from sun-damaged cockpits. Dash tops 
are available but cost some £300. 

£8000-£50,000+

z Individual looks

z Excellent handling  

z Exclusivity 

z  Left-hand 
drive only
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PORSCHE 924 – Van ordinaire?

£1500-£100,000+

z Cheap as chips 

z Easy to own 

z Good to drive 

z Wafty image
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There’s no arguing that the 924 is the 
unsung hero of Porsche’s illustrious 
history. This oddball VW/Audi/ Porsche 
stew not only saved the company, four 
decades ago, but enabled it to ultimately 
prosper. When introduced in 1976 – 
five years after the initial brief – the 924 
replaced the 914 as the affordable 
Porsche and a hugely practical and 
usable one at that yet people say it’s not 
a proper Porsche. Racing legend Derek 
Bell won’t sell his for love nor money!

DRIVING
There’s no point in pretending that this 
van-engined supercar can compete with 
the more powerful air-cooled Porsches 
or enjoy the image of the superior 944 
and 968 but they acquit themselves well 
enough, especially the 140mph Turbos. 
Ordinary 924s are lively but no fireball, 
especially as autos, but all cruise well 
with a Golf-like refinement and economy. 
As long as the dampers are okay – they 
weaken quickly – the 924’s strengths lie 
in its handling and roadholding qualities. 
Weight distribution is almost equal 
between the front and the rear making 
the 924 brilliantly balanced, especially 
the later models which sported Turbo 
chassis. Even if the 924 isn’t your first 
choice as a classic, they make superb, 
dependable daily drivers and the 
hatchback facility makes this Porsche 
surprisingly practical, although the rear 
seats are only designed for very small 
children at best.

BEST MODELS
Pre-mid 80’s cars used the Audi 2-litre 
engine that also found its way in VW’s 
LT van which did its image no good at 
all! After this, the 924S used a detuned 
150bhp 2.5-litre, 944 powerplant. The 
newer the car, the better it became with 
five-speed ’boxes from ’78 and various 
chassis tweaks such as Turbo parts. 

Apart from these models, other 
924s worth seeking out are the Le Mans 
of 1991 and 924 Martini, the latter 
commemorating the association with the 
booze manufacturer which netted two 
world sports car racing championships! 
Apart from special striping, Martinis 
carried a dash-mounted plaque and the 
interior gained a sporty touch, as did the 
chassis with special anti-roll bars and 
unique, wider alloy wheels. As you can 
image, genuine unmolested examples 
are now fairly highly sought after while 
Bell’s Carrera one is hugely coveted.

VALUES
Thanks to an unjust reputation and 
image, few prestigious performance cars 
are so affordable but values are heading 
north. Rough ones can still be bought 
for £1500 or so. For a good model, 
expect to pay around £6000, double 
this for a Turbo. The very best cars sell 
for £15-£25K but Carreras are an 
entirely different matter as only 75 UK 
cars were imported so expect to pay 
911 prices for good unmolested 
examples – say £75-£100K. Ultimate 

GTS and GTR versions, the latter being 
a 375bhp 911-beater of which only 17 
were made command top 911 money. 

BUYING ADVICE
The 924 can be fixed at home and 
certain hardware came from both the 
1302 Beetle and early Golf/Sciroccos. 
Lack of care and cheapskate repairs are 
the concerns along with rust but after 
1980, full bodywork galvanisation was 
employed. Porsche brakes are reckoned 
to be some of the best in the business 
and install 944/968 or 928 brakes. You 
can fit Boxster rims as well; call 930 
Motorsport, (07000 930930) for expert 
advice on all matters 924 along with 
Werke924.com and the 924 Owners 
Club. Establish when the cam (timing) 
belt was last changed. Ideally, the belt 
needs to be renewed well in advance of 
the recommended 45,000 mile intervals.  

On the Porsche-powered 924S, 
there’s also the counter-rotating 
balancer shaft’s drive belt to change. If 
this breaks, the engine runs, but roughly. 
Cylinder head gasket failure usually 
results from neglect of maintenance. 

On 944-powered cars, the coated 
Nikasil cylinder bores can be quite 
problematic, head gaskets fail and mega 
mileage 924s can suffer from worn 
gearbox bearings. Hardy interior but the 
dashboard’s tops, crack on all. Bear in 
mind that if originality is critical, some of 
the early and comical seat pattern trims 
may be hard to obtain or replicate.



OPEL GT – Compact Corvette
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This baby Opel is a cut-price Corvette 
style-wise and is rarer than a Ferrari. 
Both Chevrolet and Opel are part of 
General Motors and 50 years ago, the 
Opel GT was showcased at the 
Frankfurt motor show, going into 
production in 1968 until 1973. 
American in style, but built in France, 
before being shipped to Germany for 
finishing, this cosmopolitan GT was a 
strong seller, especially in the US, which 
accounted for some 80,000 sales.

DRIVING 
Alas, underneath those supercar looks, 
lurked nothing more exotic than an Opel 
Kadett which was little more than our 
Vauxhall Viva HA, although the Opel did 
at least boast a 90bhp 1.9-litre engine 
taken from the Rekord (basically a 
German Victor) and a nice sporty 
two-seater interior.

Performance is quite okay, it’s the 
handling that needs a tweak. Like the 
HA Viva, the Kadett featured a quirky 
front transverse leaf spring suspension 
but to be fair, the GT lives up to its tag 
as Opel moved the engine back as far 
as it could to aid weight distribution plus 
there’s ample tuning gear available in 
the States to make the GT drive as 
good as this Opel undoubtedly looks, 
(www.opelgtsource.com). 

The GT has a roomy two-seat 
cockpit but luggage space is hindered 
by the car having no boot or hatch 
entrance to speak of.

BEST MODELS
The mainstay was the 1.9-litre model in 
standard trim although there was a 
stripped out racier GT-J model. Standing 
for GT Junior, it’s a badge (also featured 
on other Opels at the time) that’s 
sought after as are – strangely – the 
entry level versions using regular Kadett 
1100cc power not sold in the UK. With 
only 60bhp, it’s hardly a road burner 
although the regular 1900cc engine can 
be fitted, as well as larger variations of 
that unit which were stretched up to 
2.4-litres in later Vauxhalls and Opels. 
    We’ve seen the Rover V8 squeezed 
under the bonnets but an Astra GTE 
engine can make one fly just as well. 
American spec cars lacked European 
niceties such as anti-roll bars and a 
Panhard rod for rear axle location 
although they may well be fitted now by 
subsequent owners or improved further 
upon with US tuning parts.

VALUES
The days of cheap GTs are over. It’s 
always been a rare car on our shores 
and so was never made in right-hand 
drive guise yet that hasn’t stopped a 
strong following for the car. Bank on 
paying up to £15,000 for a top example 
and half this for a good one and 
perhaps half again for a tatty type. You 
may find projects for around the £1500-
£2000 mark but think hard about one 
as spares – especially those body parts 
– aren’t particularly easy to get hold of 

anymore meaning restoring one may not 
be worth the expense and effort.

In total over 100,000 were made 
but perhaps no more than 100 reside in 
the UK, so if you want an Opel GT you 
may have to import one.

BUYING ADVICE
Rusting of the French Brissoneau & Lotz 
built body is the biggest worry even 
from cars originating from the dry states 
in the USA. Bottom end rust is common 
along with the valance panels and that 
shapely nose. Structural rot centres 
around the inner wings, arches, floor 
and bulkheads. In the US, glass-fibre 
parts are available. The front belly pan 
(ahead of the engine) nose cone which 
houses the battery is the worst point. 
Trim is very hard to obtain.

The cam-in-head engine design is 
long lived and successful, which survived 
into the 1990s in 2.4-litre form powering 
some versions of the Vauxhall Frontera 
4x4. In orignal guise it has manually 
operated tappets; later versions of this 
engine (late 1970s) had hydraulic lifters 
which could suffer from wear problems 
if oil changes were neglected. Listen for 
cam clatter and watch for weeping cam 
boxes plus duff carbs (which may be 
swapped for a Weber carb). Fitting later 
Manta five-speed ’boxes is popular and 
easy and making for more relaxed and 
frugal high speed cruising. If a different 
engine is fitted – such as Astra unit – 
see that the conversion is well done.

  

£4200-£13,000+

z  Corvette looks

z  Simple 
mechanicals

z  Easy to improve

z  Good owners 
club support
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The granddaddy of the yuppie icon – the 
3 Series – but when the 02 series was in 
production it was bought and 
appreciated by a far more discerning 
driver than today, one which was more 
interested in the car’s pedigree and 
driving prowess rather than sheer image. 
Once a cheap starter classic, values of 
the 2002 have fairly rocketed over the 
last couple of years and the rare Turbo 
can exceed £100K but, thankfully there’s 
still some good value buys around.

DRIVING 
Be under no pretence; the 02 is a sober 
suited sports car. Apart from their pep, 
the BMW is handily-sized, offers great 
all round vision and is easy to place on 
the road making it feel like a GTi. Overall 
performance is good; 2002s are 
surprisingly nimble, the tii remains 
sparkling but the slower 1602 and 
1502 are quite okay for most users, too.

The tearaway Turbo is a real handful 
with monster power delivery that’s either 
‘on’ or ‘off’, requiring a large degree of 
respect as a result. Don’t take the other 
models for granted either, as they can 
also become rather tail-happy in slippery 
conditions or if you shut off the power 
during cornering. Apart from inherent 
low gearing (five-speed transmissions 
were listed as options most UK cars 
were manual four-speeders), all cruise 
well and are typically BMW comfortable, 
although the cabin looks austere and 
functional at best even for a 1960’s car.

BEST MODELS
For many, there’s only one – the 130bhp 
02 tii which was the Golf GTi of its era 
–  but there’s a better chance of getting 
a good mainstream model at more 
favourable prices, such as the very 
agreeable hatchback Touring. Original 
1600ti and the (even rarer 2002ti will 
appeal to purists, as will the Buar-built 
cabriolets. Towards the end, BMW 
introduced an economy entry level 1502 
saloon with 75bhp engine and reduced 
trim levels. Along with the Touring, they 
are the least expensive and fine for 
many enthusiasts. Also, don’t overlook 
the larger 1500/1800/2000 range, 
launched from 1961, where sportier ti 
offshoots command strong respect.

VALUES
Ignoring the Turbo where even average 
cars make 50 grand and the tii £20K, 
best value lies in the plain 2002 where a 
good one can be had for less than £10K, 
just over the price of a exceptional 
Touring or 1502/1602. Projects start 
from £1500, depending upon model (tii 
versions four times this) but restoration 
costs negate perceived up front savings.

BUYING ADVICE
Soaring popularity has resulted in an 
increasing number of specialists such as 
one2onemotorsport.co.uk and latterly 
TVR experts Classic World Racing 
getting involved. Rust is the main worry 
as it can be dire. Box sections, A-posts, 

inner wings, sills scuttles, floors and 
chassis rails are all prone but most 
panels are available. Early gearboxes 
wear; later E21; unit also fits and is a 
recognised upgrade. A worn centre 
prop bearing can produce a rumbling 
vibration from underneath. 

Engines are sturdy but valve seals  
and camshafts fail, overheating and 
cracked heads not uncommon, and the 
Kugelfischer injection system can suffer 
from poor running and smoke (mainly 
due to lack of use) plus fuel line 
contamination can be a problem on all. 
UK cars had twin-servo set up: dear and 
difficult to source. It is possible to swap 
the front struts fitted with E21 hubs 
using better 5 or 6 Series calipers. 

A small amount of play in the 
steering can be very carefully adjusted 
out but make sure that the steering idler 
isn’t seizing. Struts spring plates, can rot 
right through, allowing suspension to 
collapse. At the rear, the box-section 
trailing arms are also prone to corrosion, 
and check the condition of the subframe 
and differential mountings.

£4000-£100,000+

z  Understated looks

z  Understated image

z  Good choice UK 
and abroad

z  Q-Car tii

BMW 2002 –The 02 arena
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gordon@ashtonmotors.co.uk
www.ashtonmotors.co.uk

INDEPENDENT BMW SPECIALISTS

ASHTON MOTORS
SALES

SERVICING
REPAIRS

Based in Dundee Ashton Motors is
an independent BMW specialist.
They always have a selection of
cars for sale and specialise in
BMWs from the 20th century,

stocking new & used spares and
cars for spares or repair.
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Classic Cars for the driving enthusiast
Viewings by appointment. Classic cars always wanted.

More cars available, please visit the website for full listing.

Malcolm Scatchard, Stanley Mills, Whitley Street, Bingley, West Yorks BD16 4JH
Tel: 01274 561098 Mob: 07798 768676

Email: malcolm.scatchard@thecarshack.co.uk www.gasolinealleybingley.co.uk

1997 Audi 80 Convertible
4 previous keepers, good service history, all original hand &

service books. White with Blue Soft Top, two-tone Blue interior,
5 Speed Manual, Alloy wheels, original radio cassette. £2,995

2003 Porsche Boxter 3.2 S
3 previous owners, 109,000 miles, good history, all original Hand &

Service Books. Dark Metallic Blue, Grey Leather interior, Blue Soft Top.
Alloy Wheels, Manual 6 Speed Gearbox, Radio CD, Sat Nav. £7,950

1990 BWW M5 (E34 3.6)
Owned from new by Peter R Procter. Metallic Red with Cream Leather
interior, 112,000 miles, 6 cylinder 3535 cc engine, 5 speed close ratio

Gearbox. NB: Cherished Reg No is not included. £14,995

2001 Mercedes-Benz SLK 320 CAB
4 previous owners, 83,000 miles, original service and hand books.

Metallic Brilliant Silver, two-tone Red & Black Leather interior, folding hard
top, alloy wheels. Registration comes with car “C16 GJH” £4,950

1991 Mercedes-Benz 300SE Auto
Only 190,000 miles. Smoke Silver, Black Leather interior,
Electric Sun Roof, Radio Cassette, Head Lamp Wash Wipe,
A/C, Electric windows, Walnut Wood, Toad Alarm. £2,950

1975 ROVER 3500 V8 P6 Auto
4 door saloon, 7 previous owners, speedometer reading 18,250 miles (+100,000)

Artic White with Mango Velour interior, Sundym Glass, Huntsman roof, boot
mounted spare wheel, Automatic Gearbox and PAS. MOT May 2018. £6,950

1996 Mercedes-Benz SL320
Metallic Brilliant Silver, Grey Leather interior, Black Power Soft Top. 79,500

miles, all original books, good service history. 5 speed Auto G/box, P/S, Auto
Climate Control, ETS, AMG Split Rim Alloy Wheels. £9,950

2001 BMW 525i SE Automatic
Power Steering, 93,250 miles, all original hand books. Metallic Silver, Black Leather
interior, Alloy Wheels, Forward & Reverse Parking Sensors, Multi Function Steering
Wheel, Cruise Control, A/C, Radio/Cassette, CD stacking system, New MOT £2,450

B3 - Gasoline Alley_CLASSIC  29/06/2017  11:18  Page 1

33



Deutschländer
DECIDING ON A 

34

BMW 8 SERIES – Supercar for spendthrifts
Like the Porsche 928, the 8-Series is 
one of the most misunderstood GTs 
ever created. As a result, the range 
depreciated heavily, ensuring amazing 
affordability thanks to low resale values 
– but (like the 928) too many fell in the 
wrong hands. Yet get a good one and 
the 8-Series makes a great GT bargain 
and values can only rise. 

DRIVING 
Admittedly, despite the V12’s firepower, 
the 8-Series is a grand tourer rather than 
a sports car, but some versions are more 
sporty than others. If anything, the lighter, 
slower V8 840Ci is the pick of the pack 
if you’re a driving enthusiast, as some 
BMW experts say it’s almost a M-car. 
Initially V12-powered before an equally 
good 286bhp V8 (840i) came and 
joined the range, the 928, this German 
is most at home when long distance 
touring but the 380bhp, 5.6-litre CSi is 
right up there with any Ferrari. Having 
said that, if you like a white-knuckle ride 
each time you drive, you’re probably best 
avoiding the 8-Series altogether as it’s 
not that sort of supercar. Instead, buy 
one for the effortless torque, a super-
smooth auto (few cars are manual) and 
superb refinement with unbelievable 
amounts of standard kit.

BEST MODELS
First of all, pick a good car and not the 
engine as condition and a service 
history counts more than the number of 

cylinders upfront. The V12 excels with 
its silkiness and is fabulous when 
touring but 840 feels more alert.

VALUES
No so long ago, you could pick one up 
for less than £5000 and you probably 
still can although you’d be mad to buy 
on price alone. Ten grand all just about 
nets an average one; you need £15K 
now for something good with great 8s 
well over £20,000. Generally speaking, 
the CSi is double these values.

BUYING ADVICE
Launched nearly 30 years ago but the  
8 Series is still a mighty complex car 
with its CAM Bus wiring system and a 
steering integrated with its rear axle, so 
they need expert care although their 
lowly values meant many didn’t get it; a 
solid service history is a must. Any signs 
of corrosion means the car has been 
damaged then poorly repaired. 
    The interior is hard-wearing even if 
headlinings can sag, so look for signs of 
the covering coming away as putting 
things right can be very fiddly. Also, 
check that all the equipment works; it’s 
generally reliable, but the in-dash 
computer screen can play up.

The V12s are as reliable as they are 
smooth, as long as they’ve been 
maintained properly; a variable servicing 
system usually flags up a pit stop every 
9000 miles or so. Some 4-litre V8s 
suffered from premature wear of the 

Nikasil bore lining, which destroys the 
engine. The 4.4-litre units are fine and 
many old cars will  have had new liners 
fitted by now.

Other mechanical items are very 
tough, but proper servicing is essential. 
If the oil isn’t changed on schedule in a 
manual gearbox, wear is a given. Autos 
are very strong, and because the units 
are the same as those in contemporary 
5 and 7-Series, there are lots of good 
used bits about.

There’s little to worry about with the 
steering, although there’s a rear-steering 
linkage on the 850CSi and the pipes 
that feed it can corrode. Replacement 
means dismantling the subframe, adding 
to the costs. Meanwhile, dampers tend 
to leak while rear bushes often wear. The 
excellent brakes are usually trouble-free, 
but watch for worn tyres as well as 
corroded alloy wheels; both are common 
ailments – as well as cheap tyre 
substitutes bought by hard up owners 
(many 3 Series types trading up) who bit 
off more than they could chew because 
the 8 Series aren’t cheap to keep.

£12,000-£40,000+

z Sensational spec

z Outstanding value

z  Great touring 
ability

z Costly to maintain
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BMW M MODELS – M Appeal
The M Series of BMWs were initially 
designed with motorsport in mind but 
quickly became standalone models in 
the range, starting with of with the M3 
but spread to cover most ranges, 
resulting in a model to suit all tastes.  
As easy, if not as low cost to run, as 
their standard versions, some can top 
six figures to acquire and yet conversely 
others still remain quite affordable.

DRIVING 
Caterhams with roofs and doors is how 
one specialist described the M strain 
and it’s an apt description in terms of 
how they drive but you have to also add 
that while they are far more focused 
then the models they are based upon, 
most still retain the smoothness and 
refinement you expect from a BMW. 
Performance is hardly an issue with 
200bhp-400bhp on offer depending on 
what you buy.

BEST MODELS
There’s no such thing as 
a bad M model but 
some are better than 
others. For example, the 
second gen M3 (E36) is 
regarded as more style than 
substance (coupé and 
convertibles also featured) but 
it’s still damn fine machine; BMW didn’t 
make that mistake again with the 
second series (E39) and the V8 M5 and 
are still regarded as one of the best 

along with the E46 M3 (2000-2006), 
especially in CS and CSL forms.

 The M635 CSi took its power from 
the quirky mid-engined M1 road racer 
and ranks as one of the all time greats. 
Not strictly ‘M’ as such, but don’t ignore 
the 325 Sport or the 318iS, the latter 
which has as much motorsport heritage 
as a M3 as its engine was used during 
the Formula turbo era. Of the original 
M3, the EVO II sported a 2.5-litre engine 
for more torque and had an adjustable 
rear spoiler – a real road racer!

VALUES
You pay dearly for the M badge (so 
watch for cunning fakes on all!), by as 
much as 100 per cent which pushes up 
prices handsomely. M3s can top 100K if 
its an EVO, (220bhp) EVO II or one of 
the special Cecotto or Ravaglia limited 

runs and which are double what a 
’normal’ M3 is probably worth. The E46 
CSLs are not far behind although good 
E39, E34 and standard E46 cars can 
be had for around £20,000, which will 
also net a scruffy but sound M635 CSi 
or an original E30 M3 but in need of tlc. 
In contrast, a decent and desirable E36 
is fair game at under ten grand.

BUYING ADVICE
Watch for fakes and get expert advice if 
unsure. Have a HPI check to ensure past 
history of theft and accidents – the latter 
visually check carefully for and watch for 
non M parts. All ‘Ms’ will have been hard 
used or as track day thrills. On the four-
cylinder E30 M3, the timing gear needs 
replacing when recommended and listen 
for clatter. Gearboxes are a problem, too.  
    On the six-cylinder engine check for 
VANOS malfunction, while some V8s 
suffered with abnormal bore wear.

On all, a ‘loose feel’ suggests 
overall hard use and tiredness but, on 
the other hand, be wary of modified 

examples as the suspension set 
up was carefully 

developed by BMW 
and aftermarket 

mods can spoil 
the car. Ditto 

badly modified and 
‘chipped’ engines; 

with a classic M machine 
originality will count the most 

and they’re good enough already!

£10,000-£100,000+

z  Wide choice 
of models 

z  Can be good value

z  M3 collectability

z  True driving 
machines



A45 - Silchester Garage_CLASSIC  29/06/2017  11:18  Page 1

Deutschländer
DECIDING ON A 

36

With its classical long flowing bonnet, 
short tail, and a lusty big six up front, 
there’s a distinct touch of the Healey 
about BMW’s MX-5 rivalling Z3. 
Available in a variety of four and 
six-cylinder engines to suit all pockets 
and speed freaks, yet all are as easy 
and economical as a 3 Series saloon to 
run and maintain – and as durable.

DRIVING 
The Z3 is a mix of good and not so 
good. On the one hand, all are as sweet 
and smooth (and easy) as any 3 Series 
saloon. On the other hand, they’re not 
as overtly sporty as the MX-5. This is 
due to the Z3 being essentially based 
upon the original budget Compact 
hatchback and saddled with the old 
style rear suspension format. It’s not as 
tidy and tactile as the later 3 Series’ 
platforms although, for many, it’s sporty 
and satisfying enough.

With engines spanning 1.8-litres to 
3.2-litres, performance varies from 
spritely to supercar status and some 
versions come with an automatic option. 

BEST MODELS
To our minds, the silky smoothness of a 
‘straight six’ engine is well worth having 
even if you don’t yearn for performance 
so we’d pick the 2.8 or 3-litre (from 
2000) as it generates a very healthy 
192/231bhp which is enough for 
136mph pace while the M Roadster or 
Z3 M Coupé (a sort of evolution of the 

much missed MGB GT), with its 3.2 
M3 engine, kicks out an outstanding 
321bhp that would show the hottest 
Chimaera the way home. That said, the 
early 150bhp 2.0 ‘six’ and its 170bhp 
2.2-litre ‘four’ (from 2000) provides 
ample zest and is particularly frugal.

VALUES
You can pick a half decent Z3 for under 
£2000 and enjoy it as much as any 
MX-5 but budget for around £3000 for 
a nice well kept alternative. M Roadsters 
and Coupés are a different kettle of 
camshafts and command handsome 
money; in excess of £30,000 for the 
Coupé and 20 grand for Roadsters and 
think the thick end of £50K for the S54 
specials when they crop up – Big 
Healey money in other words!  Also look 
out for rare ‘Speedster’ kit available with 
the 1999 facelift models.

BUYING ADVICE
If you’re buying at the lower price end of 
the market then expect age and rust 
depending on how much you intend to 
pay – they are over 20 years old to be 
fair. Rot attacks the diff and subframe 
mount areas and can require welding 
once the axle is removed but other than 
this the tin worm is mainly cosmetic. 
    The engines are typical BMW durable 
although on six-cylinder cars watch for 
Nikasil bore coating wear (smoking, poor 
performance etc) and failing VANOS 
timing systems (also clarified by lack of 
smoothness and punch). Water pump 
impeller and head gasket failures are 
common to all engines. Discs and 
calliper corrosion not uncommon as are 
rattly seats in their runners, but there are 
aftermarket bushes to cure the latter. 
Interiors are sturdy and even on early 
cars should still look inviting.

£2000-£25,000+

z  Classic British 
sports car looks

z  Strong value

z  Great choice

z  It’s not a MX-5…

BMW Z3 – Halfway Healey
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£87,500 1966 Mercedes-Benz 230SL
Rare LHD with rare Manual transmission. 22,298 actual

documented miles. Just finished 2015 complete
cosmetic and mechanical restoration, fresh complete
service. Flawless throughout, hardtop and soft top.

Original unmolested drive train. A/C unit fitted. Original
spare/jack and tools. Museum quality collector car.

£97,500 1967 Mercedes-Benz
Auto 250SL

Unmolested car in almost original condition, great colour
combination in Silver with Red interior. Excellent

condition and reliable, soft top and hard top.

£14,740 1965 Mercedes 190c 
Auto Fintail

1965, original Registration Book, 55,000 miles. Recent
restoration receipts, interesting history. Sold with 6

months Gold component cover by Drive Care and MOT.

£14,950 1986 Mercedes-Benz 
G300 GD

Auto diesel 9 seats. Restored few years ago, very
reliable and in great condition inside and out.

£29,950 1976 Mercedes-Benz 280 SL 
A beautiful example of an SL. Incredible colour and
pristine interior, no sign of wear and tear. Service

History dates back to the early 80’s. Hard top and soft
top, spare wheel and first aid kit.

£29,950 1974 Volkswagen T2 Pickup
Rare RHD, Double Cab Pickup. 17,853 miles. Lots of

history, MOT’s, import documents for move from
Australia to UK in 2013. Brand new 1600cc air cooled

engine and brand new Black Leather interior.

www.silchestergarage.co.uk

£120,000 1967 Mercedes-Benz
250SL Auto

Rarely available this fresh restoration, owner moving
overseas. Stunning all around, complete nut and bolt

restoration carried out almost 1 year ago, rebuilt Engine
and Gearbox, too many parts to list.

£27,950 1971 Mercedes 280SE LHD 
UK registered 1993, Tax exempt, electric windows and
sunroof, 4.5 ltr V8. Viewing invited, MOT and Service.

£47,950 1987 Mercedes-Benz 300SL 
53,050 miles. Rare, Black with Black Full leather interior,
3 owners. Known and serviced by us, over £6000 invested.

New alternator 2015, recond. steering box 2012, new
leather seat cover, rear seats, headrests, soundproofing,

carpet, soft top, various seals 2009. Receipts, MOTs.

A45 - Silchester Garage_CLASSIC  29/06/2017  11:18  Page 1
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 A ‘Baby SL’ that  is based upon the  
C Class saloon offering sports car looks 
and image but saloon level running 
costs. The SLK has been around for 
almost 20 years catering for an 
increasing number of enthusiasts, who 
are after modern collectibles thanks to 
their better appointments, conveniences, 
resistance to rust and 24/7 usability. 

An SLK gives you all this and for 
the price of a half respectable MGB! 
Plenty are around but many haven’t 
aged well and cheap buys usually aren’t 
the bargains they appear to be. Sheer 
numbers make the SLK debatable as a 
‘real’ classic and instead a good 
classical daily driver although M-B 
owners’ club now hosts a dedicated 
SLK day event – so who knows?

DRIVING
SLK drives pretty much like a C Class 
saloon that it’s based upon although the 
shorter wheelbase gives it a more agile 
feel. The foot operated handbrake 
means that manual transmissions are 
awkward to cope with; most are autos 
anyway and it’s a good responsive unit. 
Real performance only begins with the 
193bhp 230K variant, although the 
base 200K is fine if you’re not looking 
for sports car pace. Original 
SLKs were criticised for 
their rather meek and 
mild nature and it’s 
true that they are 
better at cruising and 

posing than cross country fun, although 
there’s little wrong with their handling. 
That novel metal roof is brilliant and 
provides all year round open top 
motoring at the touch of a button.

BEST MODELS
If you can, opt for the V6 because the 
‘fours’ can feel coarse when revved hard 
although they are easier on the fuel. 
Manuals are a matter of taste, as are the 
special editions, such as the AMG 3.2  
flagship where its special Twin spark-
plug engine delivers 349bhp fed via a 
special gearbox; only 263 official RHD 
UK cars were offered. 
    Others that may fire up values are the 
2002 Limited Editions sitting pretty on 
7.5x17inch sports alloys. Black nappa 
leather interior highlighted by brushed 
alloy trim detailing are other enticers. 
    Two years later, the Special Edition, 
launched to mop up models, comes 
with 16inch wheels, grey or red nappa 
trim and the previous brushed aluminium 
detailing.  The replacement R171 is a 
nicer car with more rounded looks but 
there’s something ‘very SL’ about the 
original SLK.

VALUES 
You can buy a shabby SLK for around a 
grand although it’s wiser to up the ante 
and spend at least £2000 for a car 
that’s remotely half decent. Apart from 
AMGs, engine sizes don’t affect values 
greatly so pay £6000 for a good last-of-
the-line R170 or say £7500 upwards 
for an AMG, best on sale at an M-B 
specialist. R171s start from £6000 on 
the forecourts, maybe £4200 at general 
auctions. There’s plenty around so you 
can be choosy – and so you should be!

BUYING ADVICE 
The SLK was produced at a time when 
Mercedes legendary build quality was 
slipping and, along with C and E Class 
ranges, can display serious signs of 
rusting – some which may lead to an 
MoT failure and expensive repairs. 
Wheelarches, sills and boot lids are 
mostly more cosmetic however. The 
four-cylinder engines are robust but can 
become clattery and weep oil via the 
head gasket. Check their superchargers 
are not worn and the cats haven’t 
started to rattle and fall apart. 
    The electronic autoboxes aren’t as 
robust as earlier Mercedes units; usually 

it’s the electronics which 
play up. It goes without 
saying that you need to 
check the roof for its 
action as certain repairs 

can sometimes exceed a 
car’s real world worth.

£3000-£6500+

z Super value

z  Good choice of 
cars around

z Expensive repairs

z Mostly automatics

MERCEDES SLK – Shrunken SL

A24 - MERCEDES BENZ CLUB_CLASSIC MOTORING  26/06/2017  12:37  Page 1
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MERCEDES PAGODA – True Super Star
Timelessly elegant, the SL also known 
as Pagoda due to its roof design, is a 
sports classic dripping with sheer good 
taste. Old school Mercedes engineering 
and peerless build quality makes it a 
connoisseurs’ classic although joining 
this select club is becoming expensive.

DRIVING
The Pagoda is better suited for touring 
than tearing around in because the 
handling largely discourages anything 
otherwise, especially on the 280SL 
where the suspension was actually 
softened for a better ride to the 
detriment of coring capers. It can be 
tightened up if required but don’t go 
mad here as performance ‘mods’ can 
seriously devalue a Pagoda. 
   Most versions are automatics and the 
rather odd ‘back to front’ selector gait 
needs familiarising with. Predictably, the 
bigger the engine the more performance 
and, as a result the better the SL is to 
drive, although none can be termed road 
burners. On the other hand if all you 

want to do is quietly (and why not?) 
cruise then there’s little wrong with a 
230SL especially if the price is right.

BEST MODELS
Predictably, the 280SL is the most 
wanted although for touring there’s little 
wrong with the more than adequate 250 
and even a 230. The 250SL’s rarity may 
count for something in years to come 
plus there’s a rare manual option to 
make the most of its 150bhp. Modified 
cars put off buyers say specialists as 
they can devalue and debase any SL; 
having said that, better electrics, mild 
handling mods, with proper high quality 
tyres, as recommended by an SL expert, 
are about the only accepted alterations.

VALUES
You’ll need at least £30,000 to secure a 
proper Pagoda although it will need fair 
old work to bring it into line. The cheapest 
good 250SL costs around £55-£25,000, 
while very nice 280SL’s usually go for 
£75,000 upwards. If you fancy something 

a bit special or up to concours standards 
you will have  to pay a lot more, try 
£100,000 and perfect Pagodas breach 
the £120,000 barrier with ease. The 
good news is that a peach of a Pagoda 
is as good as money in the bank so you’ll 
always see a decent return.

BUYING ADVICE
A sound history backed by maintenance 
from a reputable SL expert counts for a 
lot. Rust can be rife so you need to look 
beyond the gloss and look for poor 
restorations. Bulkheads corrode but it’s 
sill condition which determines the car 
– costing at least £2500 per side to fix. 
Crawl underneath to check floorpan and 
the chassis members, particularly by the 
boot floor. Inspect the SL’s chassis legs 
carefully; you need to remove a cover 
behind the rear seats to do this properly 
but if the buyer refuses – walk away! 
Don’t overlook ‘mere’ details such as 
chromework or a tatty hood. 
    For example, a grille and brightwork 
refurb runs to over £5000 and woe 
betide if you need a hood frame as 
these cost £3000 for a good used one, 
half the price of new… 
     Engines are everlasting if serviced 
right and regularly. Dirty oil not only 
hurts longevity but also infects the fuel 
injection pump leading to a £1000 
rebuild. A worn rear axle costs up to 
£2000 to put right but the rest of the 
transmission is tough. Irregularly used 
SLs can cause brake callipers to seize.

£30,000-£120,000

z Iconic image

z  Looks and 
build quality

z  Very expensive 
to restore

z  More tourer than 
sports car
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WE DO TOP-QUALITY WORK AT NORTHERN IRELAND LABOUR RATES
Swatragh, Maghera, Co Derry, Northern Ireland. Tel: 02879 401 660 (Day) Mobile: 07720 899672
e-mail: info@mercedesrestoration.com internet: www.mercedesrestoration.com

T & D HEANEY
Motor Company

Having built countless show winning W113 SL’s over the last
decade (including Mercedes Benz National Day winners)

Heaney Motor Company are firmly established as the leading
W113 SL restorer in the UK.

A Family-Run Company Specialising in the Restoration of
Classic Mercedes-Benz Vehicles.

All cars collected and delivered anywhere in Ireland & Mainland U.K.

References from Mainland Customers as to Quality of work available on request.

WE OFFER:
■ Computer Engine Tuning ■ Engine Rebuilds ETC ■ Low-Bake Oven Facility ■ Trim Department
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URGENT PROOF
Please check this proof carefully for errors in style, content and layout.
Although every care is exercised in preparing your advert, we cannot hold
ourselves responsible for any inaccuracies you may overlook.

SHOULD YOU REQUIRE ANY ALTERATIONS TO THIS PROOF PLEASE

TELEPHONE BEFORE _ _ _ _ _ _ _ AND QUOTE ADVERT NO. _ _ _ _ _ 

We reserve the right to charge for any alteration to this proof which
is a departure from the original copy

A89 - CARCOON_CLASSIC MOTORING  26/06/2017  12:39  Page 1



This replacement for now iconic Pagoda 
SL and R107 stayed in production for 
more than two decades! A high quality 
and extremely cultured GT that’s safe 
and solid plus can even be used as a 
daily driver – an R107 is almost 
unbreakable if looked after. More suited 
for touring than cross country caning 
but still very satisfying to drive and own.

DRIVING
Another SL that’s much better suited to 
graceful touring rather than out and out 
hot hatch chasing. Handling is tidy if 
antiquated with that big low-set steering 
wheel, but you won’t be holding the 
traffic up either with performance 
spanning from just under 190bhp to 
240bhp from the trusty straight sixes 
and more popular V8s. As ever, with a 
Merc, auto transmission is virtually a 
must but happily on the SL it’s tailor-
made for the car’s character. 
   Despite their sizes, the SL and the 
SLC (where the wheelbase lengthened 
by 14inches) are really a generous 
two-seater and an acceptable 2+2 
respectively, but luggage space is good 
on all. As you’d expect from a car that 
ran for two decades, the later the reg 
the better the design and evolution. 

BEST MODELS
The V8s are generally regarded as the 
best because they offer smooth swift 
power and are no thirstier than the 
straight six. Some manual gearbox 

versions are around but aren’t that well 
liked. Four-speed auto fitted to post-
1980 SLs is the one to have, especially 
post 1985 models. Avoid modded or 
customised cars as some can be horrid, 
history and provenance count for the 
most and you are increasingly getting 
what you pay for with this SL. Leading 
specialists, The SL Shop, for example, 
properly refurbishes its cars plus gives 
a separate three year warranty on the all 
important bulkheads. It’s a price and 
confidence well worth paying for.

VALUES
SL experts believe that the  SLC is set to 
become collectible because it has more 
rear room than the SL, is that bit more 
exclusive and yet much cheaper although 
the days of bargain SLs are coming to an 
end. Yes sub £10K cars remain but they 
will need a lot of work and cash to make 
them worthy of the badge. Top SLs have 
rocketed over the past year and £30K+ 
isn’t unknown for the best cars – and 
some predict that the days of the six 
figure R107 will be with us quite soon.

BUYING ADVICE
Rust can be rife with R107s. Cars built 
after ’76 benefited from improved 
rustproofing while those made after 
1980 further featured wax injection;  
on ’86 models wheelarch liners and 
galvanised bodyshells figured. Air 
intakes at the base of the windscreen 
get clogged, leading to corrosion of 
bulkhead; repairs are tricky and can 
cost £1000. On pre-’80 cars, check 
the sub-frames, which can rot badly. 
    The six-cylinder engines were 
all-alloy, and as a result can corrode 
internally if anti-freeze isn’t changed. 
Other engine-related problems include 
silted-up radiators. SLs built between 
1972 and late 1975 can also suffer 
from problems with the electronic fuel 
injection. While an auto gearbox is 
almost mandatory, pre-1975 cars can 
also be less than 100 per cent reliable, 
as they featured a fluid flywheel 
transmission which gives trouble and 
typically costs £1500 to fix. Steering 
has inherent play but check the box’s 
idler and myriad of chassis bushes.

£6500-£40,000+

z  Values soaring 
for good ones

z  Huge choice 
on offer

z  Excellent 
specialist support

z  Can be used as 
daily driver

MERCEDES R107 – Star Quality
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Classics in Scotland

WE BUILD & SERVICE ALFA ROMEO COMPETITION ENGINES

1983 Mercedes Benz 280SL. Auto in
Silver Blue metallic with blue interior and
hood. Type 107. All matching numbers
with original service book and pack. 15
hole alloys. Immaculate throughout. Full
history and only 66,785 miles from new.

£25,000

1996 Mercedes E220 Coupe Auto.
In Azurite blue metallic with cream
leather interior. Leather steering,
ABS, PAS, Radio/CD, Electric sunroof.
Low mileage: 79,600 miles, 3
owners, MOT to 28/10/17, full service
history. £5,695

Sales • Parts • Service • RestorationSales • Parts • Service • Restoration

1964 Mercedes 230SL Convertible.
Pagoda 2.3. 45,247 miles. In red –
RESTORATION PROJECT. 4 speed manual.
Last owner since 1991. Bodywork
restored with new floors, sills and wings.
Car running and driving. Includes all parts
for reassembly. Includes Hood and
Hardtop. £25,000

1972 Mercedes 350 SLC 3.5 Coupe.
Rare RH drive. Auto. In Silver with Blue
Leather Seats/Trims. Blue Carpet. MOT to
19/10/17. Service Pack Book present.
Lots of Receipts – Detailed History. 2
Keys. Good working condition. Electric
Sunroof. £14,000

Edward Labinjoh Car Sales Ltd
96 Stevenson Rd  Edinburgh  EH11 2SJ

0131 346 4700      07850 736202
email: sales@labinjoh.co.uk 

www.labinjoh.co.uk

A95 - LABINJOH_EDWARD LABINJOH  28/06/2017  09:48  Page 1

Tel: 01603 880522 Fax: 01603 880058
www.adamsautomotive.co.uk

email: adam.pointer@btinternet.com

MoT PROBLEMS? No job too small or too far.  We specialise in all
aspects of repair and restoration of veteran and classic cars. 

Low prices from true professionals with over 60 years experience. 
Free delivery and collection on local, medium and large scale jobs.
WE ARE ALSO AGENTS FOR PENRITE OIL AND DINITROL

Dereham Road, Easton, Norfolk, NR9 5EJ
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Aston Martin DB5 Vantage, 
One owner from new. Becoming available £ Please enquire

1973 Jaguar E-Type V12 Roadster Manual,
Green with Tan interior. Having had extensive restoration 
with bare metal respray and new body panels is offered 

at £99,500

1971 Mercedes 280 3.5 Coupe, 
RHD, sunroof, silver with black leather. Having had a

substantial amount of restoration. Offered at £79,995

1962 Mercedes 300 SE Fintail W112
blue with grey interior, this car is currently under going

restoration including a rebuilt engine with a 5 speed manual
gearbox, and coil spring suspension, again a superb rally car

that would be worthy of any concourse event let alone a rally.
This car is offered at £38,500, 

a steal considering what has been done and spent.

B8 - ADAM'S AUTOMOTIVE_ADAM'S AUTOMOTIVE  29/06/2017  12:13  Page 1
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R129.co
Quality used Mercedes Benz

R129 parts
selected and guaranteed

For a selection of our massive stock
of Mercedes parts and spares visit us at

R129.058 1993-97 SL 280 04.943
R129.059 1998-2002 SL 280 112.925
R129.060 1990-93 300 SL 103.984
R129.061 1990-93 300 SL-24 104.981
R129.063 1994-98 SL 320 104.991
R129.064 1998-2002 SL 320 112.943
R129.066 1990-92 500 SL 119.960
R129.067 1993-93 500 SL 119.972
R129.067 1994-95 SL 500 119.972
R129.067 1996-98 SL 500 119.982
R129.068 1999-2002 SL 500 113.961
R129.076 1993-93 600 SL 120.981
R129.076 1994-95 SL 600 120.981
R129.076 1996-2002 SL 600 120.983

R129 S-Class / Model Data
CHASSIS YEAR MODEL ENGINE

Order Hotline
01580 291222

email: carl@w140.co.uk
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MERCEDES R129 – Rising Star
Mercedes spent a decade perfecting its 
R129 SL not simply as a replacement 
for the R107 but also as a technological 
tour de force. Based upon the E Class 
saloon, like the R107, the R129’s beauty 
lies in the fact that there’s a model to 
suit all tastes, pace and pockets 
although being more advanced aren’t as 
simple to maintain as earlier SLs.

DRIVING
Based upon a shortened W124 E Class 
floorpan, the R129 feels much more 
modern than a R107. This is never more 
evident in the chassis design where the 
earlier SL’s dated rear diagonal swing 
axle gave way to a grippier more secure 
multi-link axle, making this the sportiest 
SL ever. You feel safe and secure care 
of it being one of the first cars to come 
with the type of today’s driver aids we 
now take for granted such as anti-lock 
brakes, (Acceleration Skid Control) 
traction control plus there’s a automatic 
clever roll over protection system.  

BEST MODELS
Typically Mercedes, a wide choice of 
engines keeps everybody happy from a 
smooth 2.8-litre six, through the 24-valve 
3-litre 300SL, right up to the full fat 
6-litre 409bhp V12. For the majority, the 
choice rests between the brace of 
3-litres (badged 300SL or SL300) 
because they go well enough and are 
easy to run. There’s a choice of 12 or 
24-valves and while the latter is sportier, 

care of a twin cam 231bhp tune, the 
earlier 190bhp car is easier to run and 
more reliable. According to The SL 
Shop and Stuttgart Garage, the best 
model is an original V8 5-litre. While 
later cars look nicer and boast more 
gizmos, build is not as good as the 
earlier SL. The 280 is okay but the 
six-cylinder engine can give problems. 
Mercedes offered special SL models 
such as the Mille Miglia and Silver 
Arrows before the R230 took over. 

VALUES 
These SLs are still as cheap as chips 
but you get what you pay for. They can 
go for less than £5000 but land yourself 
one without a service history and it can 
cost that much again for relatively minor 
repairs – such as to the transmissions 
or hoods. Given their great value for 
money, it’s best to spend closer to 
£15,000 at a specialist offering a strong 
warranty – cheap in the long run. Top 
ones can exceed 30 grand with Silver 
Arrows examples matching R107 values.

BUYING ADVICE 
Avoid ‘pimped-up’ cars as they usually 
spell trouble and won’t be easy to sell 
on. A solid service history, preferably 
stamped by main dealers or specialists 
is crucial. Rust is not a major issue but 
check front bulkheads and if there’s 
water in the footwell, find another SL. 
    Check the hardtop carefully and also 
look for rust at the bottom rear sides. 
Make sure the hardtop is with the car 
and inspect it for damage. If the top is 
on, ensure it’s removed and the hood 
inspected for operation and condition;   
triple lined, fully automatic and the thick 
end of £5000 to replace… Similarly, a 
jaded interior can run to Jag Mk2 money 
to bring back into shape; trim can be 
bought new but can be mega dear. 
      See that the auto trans works okay 
as its electric gubbins are known to play 
up and pricey to fix. Check the rear diff’s 
ASC traction control too as this can 
also fail. On pre ’95 cars. Wiring loom 
can bio-degrade and new ones cost 
£1300. Best buy from a SL specialist.

£5500-£30,000+

z Incredible value

z  Terrific for 
fast touring

z  Very expensive 
repairs & restos

z  Huge number 
around so you 
can be picky
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AUDI R8 – Sensible Supercar
If you longed for a Lamborghini but put off 
by supercar prices and running cost, 
consider Audi’s R8. Loosely based upon 
the Gallardo, (VAG owning both brands) 
this mid-engined German has similar 
thrills but tempers it with plain common 
sense, making one as usable as an A3 
hatchback. The R8 enjoys all the style 
(and far superior build) as the more exotic 
badges – yet you can own one for under 
40 grand. A modern classic marvel.

DRIVING
The best and most apt way to describe 
what it’s like behind the wheel is that an 
Audi R8 feels much like a 911 but with 
the rough edges rubbed off. By this we 
mean that it has the same power and 
cross country prowess but, thanks to 
quattro all-wheel drive grip (70 per cent 
to the rear) and electronic drive aids in 
abundance, it won’t do anything nasty if 
you overdo it making the R8 the surely 
most user-friendly supercar on the block. 
   By the same token, you could say that 
such clinical efficiency means it doesn’t 
provide the same sense of occasion and 
adrenaline rush; it’s subjective – but we 
don’t know of anyone who hasn’t 
enjoyed driving an R8!

V10s can push out over 630bhp… 
but believe us, the 420bhp 4.2-litre V8 
is hardly found wanting with 60 up in 
well under six seconds. What’s more 
some say the lighter engine gives the 
R8 better balanced handling, although 
such is the grip that many won’t even 

touch the limits on the road. Comfy and 
spacious, it’s a highly civilised GT with 
all the toys you need, and as it looks 
and feels like an Audi anyone feels 
home – is this off putting though?

BEST MODELS
There’s no such thing really as all are 
hugely desirable. Ask whether you really 
need a V10 as the smaller engine is no 
slouch. Likewise, it’s toss up between  
the coupé and Spyder. The R8 former 
débuted in the UK cars a decade ago 
as a V8 with the V10 following two 
years later. There’s one ‘special’ as 
such; the hard core R8 GT Coupé that 
arrived the same year with a GT Spyder, 
too for 2011. A heavily revised R8 hit 
the showrooms in 2012 with an all new 
model for 2015. 
    Most are semi-auto (initially R ironic 
before a superior, faster-acting seven 
speed S tronic replaced it); manuals are 
in the minority – a shame as it has a 
classic Ferrari-like gait. There were some 
really high tech options available; in 
particular watch out for the magnetic 
dampers along with ceramic brakes, 
although the latter are horrendously 
expensive to maintain.

VALUES
 In terms of their future values the R8 is a 
car that will surely soar over the next few 
years, and really, a decade since its UK 
launch, the time to buy is now. You 
should be able to buy a good, well 

maintained V8 for a shade under £40K 
but the V10s are around ten grand 
dearer. Options such as magnetic 
dampers and those ceramic brakes are 
worth having but don’t pay over the odds. 

BUYING ADVICE 
The good news is that not only is the R8 
as usable and durable as a A3, you can 
even buy a extended manufacturers’ 
warranty. Irrespective of age (so long as 
the car has less than 100,00 0miles)  
12 month cover costs less than £200 a 
month. Servicing is £500-£1000. 
    Unless the car has been abused the 
body should be ok although its complex 
build means expensive replacements. 
Obviously, check for accident damage 
and have a HPI check to be sure. The 
engines are strong although some V8s 
ran their bearings. There was a recall for 
fuel leaks while oil cooler pipes age and 
spew out lube and plus coil packs can 
pack up as on any Audi. If the car has 
been maintained right, older R8s may 
well have had a new radiator by now. 
Naturally, a service history is paramount.

Clutches don’t last long and cost 
over a grand in parts alone; autos are 
generally reliable. Bushes deteriorate, 
especially wishbones and can relieve 
you of £3000 – magnetic dampers cost 
some £800 each and the correct tyres 
don’t come cheap – nor setting up the 
chassis. Drive a few to gauge the car as 
it may be way above what you are used 
to – even tired R8s feel great!

£35,000-£75,000+

z Sensational looks

z Quattro handling

z  Usual Audi ease 
of running

z  Good value 
for money
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Audi’s TT, still looks distinctive, even if 
its shock value has diminished through 
sheer familiarity. What hasn’t diminished 
is the car’s brilliant build quality, Golf-
like 24-7 usability and performance. So 
before you listen to anybody who says 
this isn’t a real classic – yet – think what 
sixties British tin you can get for the 
same money, then consider a TT…

DRIVING
Original TTs were a bit indifferent to 
drive and a tad tail happy. After a series 
of high-profile autobahn crashes, Audi 
was forced a recall in early 2000 to fit 
traction control as standard, along with 
a rear lip spoiler. Also the suspension 
was modified and the reality was that 
anybody driving their car at legal speeds 
in the UK wasn’t going to come unstuck.

Despite the lack of refinement, the 
TT’s interior has always been a superb 
place to be; with climate control, leather 
trim and a mass of gorgeous aluminium 
details, the TT’s cabin is like no other. 
Some are more highly specified than 
others though; it’s worth seeking out the 
upgraded Bose sound system, while 
cruise control is another useful extra.

With a kerb weight of 1419kg, TTs 
are no featherweights, but the entry-level 
180 coupé still has enough urge to get 
to 60mph in 7.8 seconds – the TT 225 
cuts this to a smidge over six, while the 
247bhp 3.2 V6 comes in at an E-type- 
beating 6.8 seconds. Not surprisingly, 
the two units have very different 

characteristics; the turbocharged four is 
free-revving but (predictably) the power 
delivery isn’t linear; the V6 offers 
significantly more torque, greater 
smoothness and a fruitier soundtrack. 

With the quattro cars by far the 
most common, it’s easy to overlook the 
150 Roadster, but don’t be too quick to 
dismiss one. While a TT 225 or 3.2 V6 
are definitely the pick of the bunch, this 
front-wheel drive variant is more frugal 
and doesn’t feel any slower in the real 
world, thanks to it being 130kg lighter. 
Don’t forget the punchy, penny-wise 
diesels either…

BEST MODELS
Coupé or convertible, petrol or diesel, 
two  or four-wheel drive, there’s a TT for 
everybody. As the early cars are nearly 
20 years old, these are best bought on 
condition rather than spec but from 
2000 six-speed gearboxes and an 
S-Line option came on stream while by 
2004, the famed DSG transmission was 
optional. Our picks are the 3.2 V6, the 
2-litre (with up to 187bhp) range, really 
gutsty diesels and the TTS and 2.5-litre 
335bhp RS offshoots, the later which is 
more than able to keep a R8 in sight…

VALUES
The bottom line for TT ownership is 
comfortably under £2000 but these 
cars will have covered a huge mileage 
and will probably have seen better days 
– although they won’t necessarily be 

low-spec cars. You’re better off finding 
£3000, which will net you a worthwhile 
1.8T model – at this end of the market 
there’s little difference in values 
between bodies. The most recent 
low-mileage high-spec four-cylinder TTs 
will still fetch almost £7000, which is 
where the second-generation cars start. 
The TTS starts from around £8000 (57 
plate) and, say, £13,000 for a 2009 RS.

BUYING ADVICE 
TTs are as usable and durable as an A3 
they are based upon. The timing belt, 
tensioner and water pump need 
replacing at 60,000 miles, safer than 
Audi’s 80,000-mile recommendation. 
Engines famously went through a period 
of coil packs failing and problem persists. 
    The Haldex (quattro four-wheel drive) 
system also needs TLC separately; at 
40,000 miles it costs £150 for an oil/
filter change and may have been 
neglected. Suspension bushes will have 
seen better days, especially on hard-
driven cars. Usually, only one or two will 
need to be replaced though; expect a 
bill of £100-200 for this. While you’re 
underneath also check the anti-roll bar 
links, which can corrode then break. 
Replacement links are available for £25 
each, while new rubber mounts are just 
£3 a pop. Rust shouldn’t be a major 
worry unless it’s a very early version 
(check subframes, the floors and 
suspension points in the main) but poor 
accident damage may well be.

z  Cute coupé 
or cabrio

z  Quattro grip 
and security

z  Audi A3 ease 
of ownership

z  Massive choice

AUDI TT  – A TT Winner

£2000-£12,000+
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● Superchiped 265 bhp   ● Scorpion cat back exhaust
● New solid clutch kit (no dual mass) ● New clutch slave and master cylinders

● Small roof spoiler ● Small chin spoiler ● New discs and pads all round
● Wheels refurbished (unmarked) ● 93,000 miles fsh

In the 3 years I have had it, I’ve done 3,000 miles and it has always been garaged. 
It is a much loved mid-life crisis car. I am only selling because I'm not using it much but I'm not

desperate to sell, so no stupid offers. The number plate is not included. £5,000

Audi TT 225 bhp 2002

R32 Golf 3.2V6 Sept 2003
Beautiful car, one owner from a year old, only 68,000 miles, full service history.

Unmodified, original car, never painted, future classic. Number plate not included £9,500

Restoration • Race Preparation • Repairs • Servicing

info@motorvation.cc  •  www.motorvation.cc

UNIT 4B,
93A CHURCH LANE,

SARRATT,
HERTS WD3 6HH
01923 268555
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OEM AUDI UR QUATTRO PARTS BY MAIL ORDER

Quattro Corner is firstly an Audi UR
Quattro parts specialist but more 

recently due to demand we have started
locating obsolete parts for other 

Audi and Volkswagens with some good 
success, so much so we have won the
2013 independent parts supplier of 
the year award nominated by our 

customers new and old.

If you are looking to find new parts for your 
classic Audi or Volkswagen then please give us
a call and we will try to locate the part for you.

This is just a very small selection of the new UR Quattro
parts we keep in stock but we also specialize in the Audi S2

If you don’t see
what you want, 
then give us a 
call - we just 
might have it.

Call us on: 0121 476 0034 or
07976 832 676
for help and advice

www.quattrocorner.com C
M
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Sun roof seals
ABS caps
Scuttle covers
Engine under trays
Radiators
Heater blower
Matrix
All main engine hoses
Service parts
All engine components
Engine mountings
Bushes STD & HD

Shock absorbers and mounts
Springs
All braking components
All clutch components
Throttle cables
Ball joints
Track rods/Tie rods
Wheel bearings
Prop shaft spares
Diff seals
Tie rods front and rear

Fuel distributors
Warm up regulator
HT leads
Ignition distributors
Window switches
Bonnet cables
Lighting Inc reflectors
Grills and badges
Door stickers
Windscreen seals
P.A.S Pumps

A55 - Quattro Corner_CLASSIC  26/06/2017  12:29  Page 1
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They say that motorsport improves the 
breed and the Quattro is another case 
in point. Originally it was designated 
purely as a low volume hybrid for 
competition use – rallying mainly – yet 
such was the car’s impact that it not 
only became a showroom model but 
also spawned a family of quattros that 
still not only exist but thrive to this day. 

DRIVING
The Quattro remains one of the most 
practical performance cars ever made. A 
lusty if lumpy five-pot delivers supercar-
like pace albeit all suffer from turbo lag, 
which is much worse on the original.  
The car’s cross-country prowess was – 
and still is – pretty outstanding despite 
having over 60 per cent of the car’s 
weight over the front wheels; later cars 
boasting the Torsen differential instead 
of the original fixed 50/50 transmission 
split, are much better and certainly their 
anti-lock brakes are preferable as the 
original gripped better than it braked! 
   This rather anonymous Audi is roomier 
than most other 2+2s and the cabin, 
while not a thing of luxury or beauty, is 
Golf-like durable and comfortable.

BEST MODELS
There’s Quattros and there are quattros. 
The most desired and classical are the 
original ‘Uber’ square cut 200bhp turbo 
coupés, more so if they are the initial 
cars exported to the UK and left-hand 
drive. Officially there are 163 LHD UK 

registered cars. The first chassis number 
for RHD model was 85DA900556.

However, the later the car the better 
it became, plus the transmission diff 
locks were upgraded, too. The 20V is a 
vast improvement over the original as 
values show – if you want an earlier car 
then 1983 cars are the one to aim for 
with a revised rear end geometry. The 
SWB Sport Quattro are rally-bred road 
cars and fakes are not unknown so 
always deal with a specialist.

The Quattro’s replacement, the S2 
isn’t a bad car and in top tune used the 
same engine plus, in some instances, a 
six-speed gearbox as well as the same 
Torsen diff set up. They understandably 
lack the character and charisma of the 
original, but are more usable, and can 
be very cheap, from a few grand  and 
you have the choice of a saloon, coupé, 
cabriolet and Avant estates. 

VALUES
You’d  think that Quattros would be 
valued like gold bars and while the top 
Sport models can certainly command 
Aston DB like sums, the more common 
versions cost about the same as an 
MGB or TR6, say £20,000 for a 
original, standard, top-notch example 
although the much acclaimed 20V 
models can be double this with 
‘quattros’ with a small ‘q ‘around 
£5000. A budget of ten grand should 
get you a decent pre-’89 cars although 
will require some tic to bring it back into 

shape and parts are becoming rare and 
pricey; this is a car that you should buy 
the best you can from the outset.

BUYING ADVICE 
As with all rare performance cars, an 
independent check by a specialist is 
money well spent, as is a HPI check. If 
there are original factory stickers on the 
underside of the bonnet the car is 
probably genuine, as these decals 
haven’t been available for years. And 
check the V5; too many owners in short 
succession points to a bad car. The 
steering should be sharp, with plenty of 
feel. If not, it’s probably because the 
wheels are out of alignment.  

Quattros were more or less hand 
made but pre-85 weren’t galvanised so 
rust more; sill, doors and wheelarches 
are common areas to go. Engine 
rebuilds are costly, most troublesome is 
the 10 valve 2.2; the MB is far easier on 
mind and wallet. A ticking when hot can 
be due to failing exhaust manifolds 
(common) which are now unobtainable. 

Transmissions are strong but ’box can 
lose synchro. Clutches last up to 
150,000 miles unless really abused. Diff 
locks are permanent so activate switch 
and ensure dash light illuminates. If they 
are seized, don’t worry as it’s fairly easy to 
rectify. Like all Audis and VWs check the 
suspension for worn bushes although the 
rear subframe on 20V cars can crack if 
car is regularly thrashed. So has it already 
been replaced with 80/90 saloon one?

£15,000-£400,000

z  Quattro 4x4 
stability

z  Normal Audi 
ease of running

z  Still good value

z  Assured classic 
status

AUDI QUATTRO – Icon From Ingolstadt 



£2500-£20,000+

z  Versatility & 
practicality 

z Great to drive  

z Big choice  

z Strong value

It’s one of those iconic life changing 
classics that defined a generation and 
started a whole new fashion. The hot 
hatch may have been the curse of the 
traditional roadster and GT but provided 
the best of both worlds; sports car 
ecstasy yet van-like practicality. And 
when it came to making these pocket 
rockets, nobody did it better than the 
instigator of it all; the Golf GTi.

DRIVING
Golf GTis are arguably the most 
practical and sensible everyday modern 
classics on the block. A performance 
car one minute, makeshift van the next, 
it’s easy to see why the hot hatchback 
killed off many sports cars during the 
’80s. Even 40 years on, Golf GTis are 
joys to drive. 
    The Mk1 is the pursuit choice but the 
Mk2 the better all rounder although the 
Mk3 disappointed as it was more a 
marketing ploy… Thankfully, normal 
service resumed with Mk4 and 
subsequent models. Aside from the 
four-cylinder GTis, there’s the V5 (five-
cylinder) that delivers similar power in a 
smoother way while six pot VR6 and 
especially later R32s are junior, 
practical, supercars.

BEST MODELS
Mk1 and Mk2s hold the majority of 
appeal with Mk3s the least. Of the Mk1 
it’s the run-out Campaign model that’s 
highly coveted and can change hands 

for up to £10,000 even though it’s a 
mild cosmetic makeover. Fakes abound; 
check for green tinted glass, a four-lamp 
grille, a post-August 1983 registration, a 
spring-loaded fuel filler cap, EW in the 
chassis number, and a factory- fitted 
sliding steel sunroof. Colour makes little 
difference to a GTi’s value yet it’s Helios 
Blue and Lhasa Green that the purists 
favour, but black or red are popular, too. 
What can affect values is what options 
the car has, although this tends to apply 
to the Mk2 more than the Mk1.

With these later cars, it’s items such 
as central locking, electric windows and 
power steering that are especially sought 
after – especially the latter as without 
assistance the steering is rather heavy.

The Mk3 and Mk4s still have some 
way to go before they’re accepted by 
the classic fraternity but are usable, and 
good value thanks to low values. On the 
other hand, they’re still going through 
that banger phase from which the earlier 
GTis have now emerged from. Finally, 
apart from the sun-seeking convertibles 
there’s Yugoslav-Build Caddy GTi 
pick-up from the 1990s.

VALUES
Values for some variants have shot up, 
but not all cars are affected. Despite 
this, some very average cars are going 
for more than they’re worth – while 
others are being advertised for more 
than they’re worth, even if they’re not 
selling says specialists. So before 

buying any GTi, it’s essential that you 
check all is what it seems and that 
you’re not paying over the odds for.  
A great Mk1 can self for over £15,000, 
Campaigns more like £20K with the 
Mk2 GTi typically half this price meaning 
you can get a good one for £5000 
which just about gets you a decent Mk1. 
Mk3 sell for under £2000 unless it’s 
VR6 which can be double and on par 
with Mk4s. Cabrios hold little premium. 

 
BUYING ADVICE
Firstly, ensure it’s a genuine GTi; the 
owners clubs can help. Secondly, 
expect to find many tired examples as 
they tend to be used to the full and 
don’t be surprised to see crash repaired 
ones. Mk1s rot really badly, but there’s a 
fair supply of panels thanks to the car 
remaining in production in South Africa 
until 2009 even if their fit is indifferent. 
The Mk2 was far better rustproofed and 
panel availability is better. Check for 
rotten rear axle mounts on all; welding 
them up is time-consuming, so can be 
beyond economical repair. 

Mechanically, all are quite tough; 
watch for valve guide wear (smoking), 
failing gearboxes and differentials (the 
4x4 system on R32s is expensive to fix 
and often suffers due to neglected oil 
changes) together with tired suspension 
and brakes. Mk1’s electrics are a weak 
spot, largely because the fuse box, 
located under the dashboard on the 
nearside, gets wet when screen leaks. 

VW GOLF GTI – Always a Winning Round
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£2500-£20,000+

z  Great choice 
around

z  Superb owner 
support

z  Soaring values on 
certain models

z  Enormous 
potential to 
improve

Deutschländer
DECIDING ON A 

51

If you’re after a starter classic that’s 
been around since time began yet still a 
‘modern’ in many ways, the Volkswagen 
Beetle has few peers. It’s an acquired 
taste admittedly, especially to drive, and 
none can be regarded as quick – but 
few cheap classics are as trendy or cool 
to be seen in. Or as well made.

DRIVING
A VW Beetle makes an ideal starter 
classic. Despite its unusual configuration 
and far-sighted design, it’s actually 
comfortable and relaxing to travel long 
hauls in, and there’s reasonable space 
for four or even five. 

 It’s the handling that most novices 
comment on first, though. Rear swing-
axles mean treating bends with respect if 
you want to stay out of the weeds – just 
like a Porsche! It sounds frightening, but 
sensible driving and anticipation should 
mean you never encounter it although the 
light front end means some bounciness, 
and locking front wheels under braking; 
some owners carry a paving slab or 
similar in the front boot as ballast!

Pace was never this VW’s strongest 
suit. According to test figures, the 1200 
struggles to 60mph in around 28 
seconds and barely breaks the national 
speed limit while the 1.6 1303 is only as 
quick as a 1300cc Ford Escort or 
Vauxhall Viva. Refinement and fittings 
were always rudimentary but there’s 
always a quality feel about the car you 
just don’t get in a Ford or Vauxhall.

BEST MODELS
Unless you’re a dyed-in-the-wool Herbie 
fan, go for a post 1967 car and enjoy 
the better spec, 12 volt electrics and a 
gutsier 1500cc engine option. Another 
point in the VW’s favour is its long 
production run which only ended earlier 
this century, meaning that, in theory, you 
can have a nearly new Beetle and have 
the best of both worlds, although the 
Mexican-built Beetles made from ’78 
can be hit and miss. 

You’d think that the German made 
more rounded 1302/1303 models of the 
early 1970s would be good bets, thanks 
to their superior suspension and brakes 
(later fitted to Porsche 924s, in fact), but 
(in bug circles) they are not particularly 
liked, plus have a strange reputation for 
serious rust. Models from the 1950s and 
60s are loved the most due to their cult 
status but they’re harder to live with on a 
daily basis. Don’t ignore ‘Type 3’ saloon, 
estate and fastback offshoots either.

Karmann Ghia coupé is essentially a 
stock Beetle with a super stylish body 
and although expensive seem positively 
cheap when compared to the not 
dissimilar Porsche 356…

VALUES
Some command big money such as split 
screen which can sell for more than 
£20K ‘oval’ window around half  this 
and, say £8000 for the best of 
mainstream bugs although convertibles 
are as much as a third more; best 

bargains are the later 1302/1303 
ranges. Karmann Ghias are generally 
valued the same as split screen Beetles.

BUYING ADVICE
The great thing about this Vee Dub is 
their popularity which ensures superb 
parts supply and an army of specialists 
and clubs. It’s hard to go wrong but 
some are best left alone as repair can 
be uneconomic – even Karmann Ghias. 
     Rust is the biggest problem. Check 
floor, side sills, pillar; proper repairs 
required here. Also check, bumper 
hangers, spare well, jacking points; VW 
Heritage has a handful of new complete 
chassis, but costs some £7000.

Heat exchangers act as the heater 
and faulty ones can kill due to exhaust 
fumes leaking into the cabin. Engines 
are usually everlasting, look for oil leaks, 
misfires, overheating and air leaks. 
Some later cars may have fuel injection 
for emission not power purposes but it’s 
reliable. Suspension designs changed 
little but lack of greasing is common as 
is torsion bar wear. 

VW BEETLE FAMILY – Beetle Mania



£8500-£45,000+

z Great fun

z  Superb social 
scene and support

z  Still be good value 
ones around

z  Improvement, 
personalisation 
potential

VW T2 & T3 – Happy campers
You don’t need to be a hippie to own a 
Volkswagen Camper. As a classic, or 
second vehicle, they make sense. As a 
van, or in people carrying Caravelle 
guise, this bigged-up Beetle was a high 
quality, if Spartan, commercial, but with 
a build only bettered by Mercedes, no 
wonder this VW has been a massive hit 
with poseurs and pragmatists alike for 
decades – and will remain so.

DRIVING
Even the most die hard classic Camper 
fan has to admit that one of the VW’s 
many qualities isn’t pace. As a result, 
the 1600cc (1584cc) flat four, with just 
47bhp (a 66bhp twin carb derivative 
was offered along with auto trans in the 
early 70s), struggles especially when 
well-laden in holiday mode although the 
high level views together with forward 
planning means you can maintain fair 
progress if you’re smart enough. 

Besides, there’s shed loads of 
tuning gear for the air-cooled flat four to 
improve matters hugely – the limit is 
only set by your bank balance with a 
popular mod these days being to 
convert a VW Camper to Subaru 
Impreza power as it is of a similar 
configuration; nut and bolt kits are 
available in the US. The T3, with its 
improved suspension and weight layout, 
is the more secure handler plus doesn’t  
wallow so much. However, all suffer 
from buffering in strong winds (if 
anything the squarer-fronted T3 is worse 

here) due to the rear engine position, 
though you won’t be going fast enough 
for this to be too much of a problem!

BEST MODELS
First of all, there’s no shortage of them 
around. German production of the T2 
ended in 1979, to be replaced by a 
‘square’ looking version of the same van, 
known usually as the Type 25. The T3 
may have lost the cute looks of the 
earlier models but the compensation 
was numerous improvements, such as a 
better (and excellent) equal weight 
distribution, rack-and-pinion steering and 
an engine choice from 1.6-2.0-litres. 

There was also a modern cabin and 
greater comfort; this generation isn’t the 
most fashionable but well-kept early 
examples are arguably the best of the 
air-cooled breed and are very good 
value for money – but it’s the T2 that 
everyone still yearns for. 

A redesign for ’68 saw the now 
iconic split windscreen and sculpted 
nose replaced with a single bay and 
much smoother frontal design; same 
wheelbase but longer overhangs. Rear 
axle rethink allowed a lower floor while 
in 1971 the 1.7-litre engine, also used in 
the Porsche 914, is offered as a worthy 
option, giving a more welcome 66bhp, 
with a better 1.8 for ’74.

Customising on all is rife and it’s a 
matter of personal preference; it may not 
effect values greatly now but may do as 
originality is fast becoming preferred.

VALUES
They’ve been sold for over 70 grand and 
up to £50K isn’t uncommon for original 
top notch ‘splitties’ which is double 
what the later designs generally sell for 
although you can still get a fair runner 
for £10,000 to do your own thing.

BUYING ADVICE
With a great specialist and social scene 
(especially in the US) spares and 
custom gear is no problem although 
restorations can be complex and costly. 
Rust and filler bodges is the main worry 
as it can be extensive and makes repairs 
uneconomic on the majority of them. 

Sills, front valance, wheelarches and 
door bottoms are suspect, as are 
floorpans, especially towards the front. 
The leading roof edge also corrodes, 
while rot immediately below the 
windscreen is also common. 

Feel for crankshaft end float by 
pulling on the fan belt pulley. If it’s 
detectable, the main bearings need 
replacing, which means stripping the 
engine. The heat exchangers that make 
up the cabin’s heating system can 
corrode and allow engine fumes to 
dangerously permeate the interior. 

Make sure there are no tight spots 
as you turn the steering. A rebuild kit for 
1955-1963 vans is available exclusively 
from the Split Screen Van Club, but 
costs nearly £500. If the tiller feels very 
vague, you need to check for king pin 
wear as well; cheap to rectify.
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Beige 1978 T2 Westfalia ‘Deluxe model’
Original factory paint and stripe ................................................ £POA

1972 T2 Light Blue & White Devon Conversion just arrived
One owner tin top factory sun roof ............................................ £POA

Red Westfalia California T3 Hightop, 1990
In great condition .................................................................... £13,995

Green Beetle, 1971 (tax exempt)
Fully restored, must be seen ...................................................... £8,500

SALES - RESTORATION
PARTS - SERVICE - REPAIRS

Friars Barn, Halstead Road, Fordham
Colchester, Essex CO6 3LL

(on the A1124, just 5 minutes from the A12)
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PLEASE MENTION

when responding to advertisements
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Tony Hines Autos
Established 1973

48 ST. ANDREWS ROAD,
CARSHALTON, SURREY SM5 2DY

Also Importers of
American Pick-up Trucks

and Day vans

We specialise in:
• Early aircooled

vans and
beetles

• VW repairs and
same day service

• Car recover and service available

0208 647 8329
07860 123053
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A83 - TONY HINES_Tony Hines Autos  26/06/2017  12:34  Page 1

URGENT PROOF
Please check this proof carefully for errors in style, content and layout.
Although every care is exercised in preparing your advert, we cannot hold
ourselves responsible for any inaccuracies you may overlook.

SHOULD YOU REQUIRE ANY ALTERATIONS TO THIS PROOF PLEASE

TELEPHONE BEFORE _ _ _ _ _ _ _ AND QUOTE ADVERT NO

We reserve the right to charge for any alteration to this proof which
is a departure from the original copy
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OWNERS CLUB OWNERS CLUB

50 YEARS
OF THE
RO80

Join us for a weekend celebration in
Woodbridge, Suffolk 5th & 6th August 2017

– no entry fee but please register.
Contact Phil Blake: djphilmanns@btinternet.com

or nsuoc@btinternet.com (R080’s only)

Tel: (0)1883 744431
www.nsuoc.co.uk

Email: nsuoc@btinternet.com

A81 - NSU Owners Club_CLASSIC  26/06/2017  12:38  Page 1

PLEASE NOTE: ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

THIS ARTWORK IS THE PROPERTY OF CLASSIC MOTORING MAGAZINE.

NO PART OF THIS ARTWORK MAY BE REPRODUCED, STORED OR OTHERWISE 
USED BY ANY OTHER PUBLICATION UNLESS PRIOR PERMISSION IS GIVEN BY

THE PUBLISHERS - © Aceville Publications Ltd

URGENT PROOF
Please check this proof carefully for errors in style, content and layout.
Although every care is exercised in preparing your advert, we cannot hold
ourselves responsible for any inaccuracies you may overlook.
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A82 - Beetlelink_CLASSIC MOTORING  26/06/2017  12:34  Page 1

All aspects of
repair work
undertaken
including:
• Servicing
• Body Work
• Welding
• MOT Preparation
• Restoration
• Engine Building
• Stockists of new

and secondhand
spares

www.kombiklassics.co.uk

LTDLTD

Ltd
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Carey Wareham 
Dorset BH20 4BG

Camper Van Hire

Available

URGENT PROOF
Please check this proof carefully for errors in style, content and layout.
Although every care is exercised in preparing your advert, we cannot hold
ourselves responsible for any inaccuracies you may overlook.

SHOULD YOU REQUIRE ANY ALTERATIONS TO THIS PROOF PLEASE

TELEPHONE BEFORE _ _ _ _ _ _ _ AND QUOTE ADVERT NO. _ _ _ _ _ 

Telephone 01206                   Fax 01206 500180
We reserve the right to charge for any alteration to this proof which

is a departure from the original copy
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NSU RO80 – The Rotary Club
The Ro80 is the most revolutionary car 
ever made (even more so than Citroën’s 
DS) and we can’t think of another that 
was designed from an absolutely clean 
sheet of paper. The press raved about it 
back in 1967 and predicted that we’d all 
be driving something similar by 1980… 
It didn’t work out that way but with an 
Ro80 you are still driving a car of the 
future half a century on. 

DRIVING
It’s not unlike a 1990’s Audi A6, both in 
style and character which shows you 
how far ahead of the game NSU was. 
The ride and comfort levels are in the 
Jaguar league and it’s an extremely 
roomy saloon with a commodious boot.  
    The handling is generally good and 
grippy if a bit roll prone these days but 
you have to bear in mind just how 
advanced this front-wheel drive car was 
50 years ago. The aerodynamic shape 
looks good, turns heads and makes for 
quiet cruising while the slim body pillars 
afford excellent visibility. They are not 
quick but are beautifully smooth. All came 
with a clever semi-automatic transmission 
which was like the Porsche Sportomatic 
system, although sans a clutch pedal. It’s 
quirky and takes getting used to, but 
actually okay once you’ve got the knack. 

BEST MODELS
As NSU was busy sorting out warranties, 
changes to the car were few during its 
ten year production run. The engines 

were changed from the original four-plug 
fliers to twins in late 1969 along with a 
new headlight style and grille for 1970 
and a bit of a facelift five years later. If 
originality isn’t crucial, a modern Mazda 
engine is the answer and been done 
many times although, like Stags, the 
emphasis is now back on originality.  
    A conventional petrol unit from an old 
1970’s Audi 100 is ideal as it’s the right 
size and profile due to both vehicles 
being front-wheel drive and having a 
similar inboard front disc brake set up.

VALUES
This is a mix of good and bad. The 
former is that, given the car’s classic 
credentials, the NSU is remarkable 
value. The bad news is the cost of 
restoring one. According to 
howmanyleft.co.uk there are about 66 
Ro80’s – our guess would be around 
100 remaining in the UK. Even the very 
best rarely breaks the ten grand barrier 
and half this buys a respectable one 
worth keeping. You can go as low as 
£2500 but these will be a challenge, 
especially if body rot is bad. Buy the 
best Ro80 you can from the outset at 
around £8-£10,000 is our advice.

BUYING ADVICE
Engine supplies are good and you can 
buy new units in Germany for around 
£5000 or have existing one overhauled 
for £3500 from a specialist using the 
latest, improved rotor tip seals. When 

buying make a careful note of how easily 
it starts both hot and cold as it is a sure 
indicator of the wear state. The Wankel 
engine has been around long enough for 
a healthy number of normal garages to 
service and maintain them although the 
special spark plugs are very scarce 
indeed; so much so that some cars have 
had the heads machined to accept plugs 
fitted to later Mazda RX sports cars. 

There’s a smattering of Volkswagen 
components used, the rear brake 
calipers are the same as Beetle fronts, 
for example, while the suspension was 
used on the K70 saloon. Obtaining 
mechanical spares doesn’t appear to be 
a massive problem thanks to strong club 
support in the UK.

Rust is the major concern, not least 
because many of the chassis parts 
aren’t available anymore and so will have 
to be made up such as the front chassis 
rails. Sills are a critical area too (usually 
worse on cars with a sunroof thanks to 
drainage woes) as are the front valance, 
rear boot area and around the 
windscreens. Wings cost £400 each.

Check out the official club (nsuoc. 
co.uk), Ro80 Club International 
(ro80club.org) and a pair of overseas 
ones in Germany (ro80club.de) and in 
the Netherlands (nsu.nl). There’s also an 
annual get together and European 
sparesfest. Phil Blake (who’s holding a 
50th birthday this August) is the UK 
club’s technical expert and big fan.  
Go to djphilmanns@btinternet.com.

£4000-£10,000+

z Stylish looks

z  Engineering 
excellence

z Cracking value  
  for money

z  Good owners 
clubs in UK 
and Europe
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PRICE GUARANTEE - YOU WILL NOT FIND THESE NUMBERS CHEAPER ELSEWHERE OR WE WILL REFUND THE DIFFERENCE!
F85 HYJ
219 HYM

IIL 18

JA 3638
JAB 81N
JAC 58N
JAC 264N
A864 JAC
JAC 687V

44 JAC
JAC 680V
JAD 35V
J777 JAE
JAG 163Y
JA16 UAR
L200 JAH
JAL 53N
T247 JAL
T246 JAL
JAM 53E

JAM 190W
JAM 53M
JAN 37H
JAN 35A
JAN 35S

B898 JAN
E259 JAN
JAP 17N

JAP 5
X111 JAP
JAR 35Y
JAR 60N
JAR 120N
JAR 50N
JAR 450N
JAS 796
J45 ONB
NJA 50N
HJA 50N
GJA 50N
JAT 140T
JAT 117T
CH15 JAT
JAT 137T
JAV 51W
LOJ 4X

JAY 365L
JAY 51N
JAY 833N
A364 JAY
A199 JAY

JAZ 59
JBB 906

JBM 990F
JBX 472N
JCC 152N
K14 JCR
JCR 999P

13 JDD
JDM 886
Y6 JDT
JDY 200

WA14 JED
JEF 55X
T27 JEF
JEL 50N
JEL 55S
JEM 41
11 JEM
J3 NSU

JE11 NER
JEP 35H
R777 JEP
JES 1W
JES 53P
RJE 5S

JEY 522F

I

J

JOG 3R
JON 1K

C994 JON
JON 49E
JON 53N
JOH 17P
JOS 11L

JOY 376N
JPB 448C
JPB 96V
JPG 5
K4 JPL
27 JPS
841 JPX
JR 8891

T709 JRL
532 JRR

JSA 228G
N666 JSD
JSK 204

A129 JSO
A118 JSO
A119 JSO

KCD 419
B16 KCH
KCH 38N
KCH 55N
KCH 74N
KDG 89
KDG 977

69 KE
KEA 524

KE15 HAA
A445 KEL
K3 NOC
KEN 33P
KEN 5S
KEN 14P

HE15 KEN
2642 KF
8171 KF
4317 KF
KFC 47
KFM 73

KFV 406S
KFX 538F

V21 OUD
59 LOV
LOV  3P
7 LOW

LOW 312Y
12 LOW
LOX 500
LRP 51M
LRS 72
M2 LSB
LSG 42N
LSG 48N
LSG 47N
LSP  93

LUC 180X
LUE 7V
LUE 5P

LUG 70P
LU15 AAA
P30 LUN
LUR 4L
LVA 11

LVG 688B
LVG 754B
LVG 910B
LVG 677B
LVG 770B
LVG 654B
LVG 664B

62 LW
LWG 66
LXI 76

LYB 11E
LYC 3E
LYL 3N

E282 LYN
LYN 814X
LYN 78P
LYN 87X

LYN 223Y

MAB 813Y
790 MAB

MAB 837T
MAB 682D
M19 BSY

MA13 OOF
MAC 16P
MAC 15S
MAC 346V
NMA 660T
MAH 41P
MAH 33D
MAH 41E
S555 MAK
MAL 338W
MAL 261W
MAR 437V
MAR 100N
MRR 10W
MAR  63L
MAR 647E
MAR 63P
MRR 19W
MAR 771V
MAR 99K
M425 HAL
MRV 1N

MA54 LAH
MAS 6Y
MAS 537
MAT 235S
MAY 769F
MAY 598P
MBC 978
MBH 31H
MBH 3L

MBN 13R
MBZ 3744

35 MC

M

A102 JSO
JSR 640
F8 JSW
326 JTB

JTR 308D
JUD 68S
JUF 648
JUK 5W

JUL 106N
JUL 113N
JUL 333S

5 JUN
JUX 351D
JVG 817M
JVG 867M

KGD 71L
111 KGE
111 KGE
KGL 83

KGW 905A
B431 KGY
KHC 3Y
K1 DUM

AK15 SED
XK15 SSX
KK15 SER
KJ 1673
1111 KJ

KJG 898P
KJL 320N

KWA 83
KWC 688
KYA 51N
K77 KYD
84 KYD

KYL 13M
KYL 13S
KYL 38K

KYM 774X

LAB 37T
LAL 14W
LAM 88B
LAM 85P

3 LAT
BUY 14W
LAW 59W
LAY 10N

OK15 LAY
LAZ 8
LBF 57
31 LBF

L

LBK 513
P2 LCE

LCL 529A
LCL 635A
LCL 628A
LCL 616A
LCL 516A
LDD 87

LEA 812E
LEE 5N
LEE 366

AA10 LEE
LEG 37T
LEG 6P

LEG 785W

CHOOSE YOUR
INITIALS!!

Prefix Plates
1. First pick letters with

A-E, G, H, J-Y
2. Numbers 1-20 (higher

numbers subject to availability)
3. Add your 3 letters (not I, Q or Z)

example

example

Current Style Plates
1. First pick 2 letters (not I, Q or Z)
2. Choose from 51, 02, 52, 03, 53

04, 54, 05, 55, 06, 56, 07, etc
3. Add 3 letters (not I or Q)

SUMMER CLEAROUT
ALL NUMBERS ARE PLUS 20% VAT + £80 TRANSFER FEE

CVG 668F
FAO 192N
FVG 798J

BVG 668E
EVG 608H
G179 SVS

LCL 524A
LVG 754B

JVG 868M
LFM 432N

AEY 279A
CHN 439B 
HNB 155D

OMY 452P
R188 NGN

JVG 650M
MVG 720C

A626 GAP
ANV 201A
BHW 517A
BPR 657A
DVG 730G

KSA 178F
LCL 628A
NEJ 64R

NJT 477H

VEF 334M
X932 PFE
XTU 620E

N925 MPV
XTU 653E
YGV 138G

TSO 152R
WRT 103A
XPX 479F

PKH 130P
RMO 115R
TGW 105L
UCA 570D
WEY 364M

N25 SAN

SM17 HYD

NUMBERS WANTED FOR CASH

ALL £75

ALL £150

ALL £50

ALL £195

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MILLIONS MORE NUMBERS ONLINE WITH MARKED PRICES

TEL: 0116 235 0116
P.O. BOX 888 Anstey Leicester LE7 7ZJ

53 AA
487 AAA

AA17 AAA
592 AAE

EE15 AAN
AAN 2G
AAW 333

ABB 364M
ABB 5S

S333 ABC
S777 ABC

ABF 10
ABH 497C
ABH 498C
ABH 409C
ABH 452C
B741 ABH
ABH 406C
ABH 411C
ABH 405C
A858 GAL
A836 GAL
804 ABK
24 BLE

ABO 77T
AB07 TTT
AB07 TTS
M100 ABS
477 ABU

G570 ABU
ABW 998L
ABW 308C
8169 AC

ACC 997A
ACC 894A
ACC 967A
ACC 968A

98 ACJ
T14 ACJ
ACR 76V
LAC 70N
KAC 70N
AAC 70N
ADD 874
Y5 ADM

ADY 456D
ADY 333V
ADY 110D
ADY 455D
ADY 586D
ADY 550D
AE15 HAS
AE15 HAH
AEW 994A
AEY 247A
AFG668S
AFG 664S
302 AFW
A505 AGE
AGO 751
AGU 35T
AGW 59N

129 AH
10 AHD
754 AHR
AJN 555K
667 AJO
AJZ 16

JOA 14N
HAL 4N
444 LAN
RAL 41N

414 N
ALE 22Y
808 ALF

ALK 115S
A11 COT
DAL 107T
ALM 274B
626 ALN
463 ALT
R29 ALY
PAM 11D
AMJ 40L

AMJ 378F
AML 210H
X14 MYX

AP07 NDY
ANG 611S

A1 NGL
AB11 ANG
AN15 EED
ANN 112H
ANN 934H
ANP 265A
ANP 264A
ANT 177A
ANT 237A
ANT 153A
ANV 71A
ANV 89A
ANV 187A
ANV 201A
A417 WAR
M80 ANY
AOR 21V
6989 AP
APE 99T
APP 598J
APP 569J
APP 567J
APP 518J
APP 13S
APP 520J
APP 511J
APP 599J
APP 557J
APP 502J
N20 APS
APT 97

ARA 83A
ARA 4Y

ARA 425A
ARA 122A
ARA 95A

ARA 814N
ARB 590A
ARB 546A
ARC 116R
ARF 80Y

AR15 ONS
AR15 TOV
ARV 523
ASO 479
LL11 ASA
A5 FAD

H15 HBY
K18 ASW
741 ATD
ATF 257
F1 ATU

AUD 135V
AUD 151V
AUD 145V
AUD 16J
F14 AUD
AUJ 677A
AVG 358S
AVG 549D
AVG 516D
AVG 570D
AVG 518D
AVG 559D
AVG 528D
AVG 550D
AVG 710D
788 AWA

K600 AWA
AWF 732
AWG 400
P8 AWP

AW55 OME
83 AXT

AXZ 7476
B1 AAM

G84 CON

A
BAD 357T
MG15 BAD
BT15 BAD
BAD 57T

BAG 909S
6 BAG
9 BAG

BAG 913S
BAG 935S
BAH 77T

BAH 249W
841 NES
B4 LER
K8 ANK
B4 NEY

BAR 77N
BAR 123T
BAR 120N
BAR 71N

BAR 121N
BAR 121K
D19 BAR
EBA 570N
BBA 53Y
BAS 11L
B13 SSU
B4 SET

BAS 938
BBA 570N

8 ATY
YBA 73S

8 ATY
BBC 929B
200 BBD

BBH 818P
BBH 655P
BBH 703P

BBJ 1
BBK 69
74 BBS
4444 BC
74 BCE
555 BCJ
82 BCJ

296 BCJ
BDK 85
49 BDL
B6 ATY

BEA 570N
BEA 1T
9 BEE

BEN 7T
B3 REL

F83 RRY
E78 ERY

BER 768V
EDB 35T
TBE 57T

8 ETS
BET 228

2 BET
100 BEV
BF 4210
569 BFM
3333 BG
BG 6372
BGF 2H
BGR 36

BGU 865G
BGW 19T
9301 BH
BHA 77T
BHO 74R

BHW 517A
BHW 526A

BIG 655
BIG 59

BIG 8411
BIG 8115
B16 TUM
B16 GER
BIG 8115
BIL 871
BIL 985
81 MBO

TOP 131N
A81  RKE
B12 DEE
B15 CHO
ARB 150N
T100 BJD
913 BKE
BKN 2T

BKU 460B
E81  AKE
KBL 41N
B115 ETT
BLM 835
BLO 77S
544 BLO
B7 UEY

VJ52 BMW
KR15 BMW

830 BNG
BNG 23

BNH 65E
BNR 8Y

BOB 805S
BO13 BYO
562 BOB

BOC 862A
A10 BOC
BOD 56Y
M6 BOD
BOL 77S
BOL 701V
751 BOL
BOL 7T

BOL 701N
BON 533R
B60 OTH

BOO8 53X
BOO 85T

BOO 856X
D8 OOS

BO15 SSS
L8 OSS

CAB 805S
MFC 805S
SHE 80S

POW 805S
SHT 805S
PEE 805S
VET 805S
ROT 80S
TBO 5S

BOB 805S
REE 805S
FAB 805S
TAN 805S
SBO 55Y
ROT 80S

BO55 ERE
BOU 107H
D80 WES
BOW 36N
WAC 180X
LON 680X
WWW 80X
FUM 80Y
BOY 1P
3722 BP
3108 BP
5061 BP
BPA 30K
BPM 927
BPR 654A
BPR 681A
BPR 657A
BPR 677A
BPR 655A
BPR 689A
957 BPW
674 BPW
BRA 99

BRA 77T

B BRA 7T
BRA 17T

BRA 550K
BRA 991T
BRE 70T
BRE 78Y

BRE 771Y
BRE 35Y

BRE 223Y
BRE 770T
BBR 166S
ABR 199S
FBR 199S
GBR 166S
EBR 199S
GBR 150N
BRK 99Y
996 BRL
11 BRS
BRU 3L

BRY 417T
CBR 750N
B168 RYN

N6 BRY
5555 BS
BSL 559
BTM 92L
368 BTP
321 BTT
31 BTW

S600 BUC
CH52 BUG
A18 UNK
SBU 12R
TBU 12R
K13 URN
BUR 61S

8 URK
B1 JST
BBU 7T
EBU 7T
CBU 7T
PBU 7S
ABU 7T

HBU 770N
JBU 770N
BVG 510E
BVG 560E
BVG 458E
BVG 668E
BVP 190
BVP 629
63 BVT

563 BWD
BYE 51T

5 BYL

C 178
CAB 805S
CAB 50N
CAB 574R
HU11 CAB
CAB 135H
CAC 53Y
CAD 50N
CAE 110S
YO04 CAL
CCA 118W
C411 LOW
CAL 110W
WCA 10W
XCA 10W
BCA 10W
C4 LEL

CA10 HAN
LE51 CAM

C4 NES
VA11 CAR
CAR 15N
DCA 120L
C4 REN

CAR 70N
V8 OAR

BCA 120L
CAR 6N

C412 ONS
CAR 185T
PCA 123Y
CAR 18F

CAR 105K
AA17 CAR
B555 CAR
CAR 104T
CAR 14A
CAR 7R

CAS 946A
RCA 53Y
CAS 11W
CAS 638A
CAS 590A
CAS 633A
CAS 677A
UCA 551D
CAS 983A
C47 ONS
C4 TBY

CAV 380Y
CAZ 235
542 CBK
353 CBK
952 CBK
567 CBM
CBW 32V
8888 CC

CCA 749M
CCA 670M
536 CCE
401 CCE

CL02 CCL
7996 CD

X309 CDA
222 CDL
299 CDL
CEA 30Y
CEL 65

208 CFC
CHA 210T
RCH 45M
RCH 34M
RCH 33M
CHN 438B
CHN 417B
CHN 430B
C11 OKA
CHO 74L
CHU 88Y
CIL 7601
CIL 6575
C12 RON
927 CJF
545 CJO
CKE 188
CKT 26
2222 CL
TCL 41R
RCL 41R
WCL 45S
C112 VES
CLU 88S
A19 CMJ
COA 77S
COA 57S
V8 COB
G6 COD
COE 693

COL 173R
F13 COM
CON 4V

CON 311V
COO 165T
333 COP

COR 541R
COS 777A
A500 COS
COV 311S
976 COX
COX 31V

C

COX 792C
COX 576V
CPA 107T
CPE 76

CRA 161N
CRA 16L
CRA 138L
CRE 3T
CRE 45T
CRE 4T

CRE 59Y
CR15 PCO
CR17 TAL
M22 CRK
J893 CRM
J987 CRM
2222 CS
CST 91A
CST 89A
M5 CTH
819 CUB
CUP 5S

CUR 715E
CUT 53T

CUT 963K
CV 9731

CVG 757F
CVG 799F
CVG 699F
CVG 655F

17 CVJ
CXZ 4808
CYB 46

CYN 119C
CYN 700

222 DA
7 DAD

M99 DAF
DAH 21T

DA15 YYZ
A99 DAL
DAM 8

DC53 DAN
E859 DAN
E290 DAN
OAN 16L
E897 DAN
DAR 12T
DAR 7S
D4 SSU
DAS 189
OAS 70R
DAV 15F
DAV 15L

DAV 135N
DAV 135V
DAV 3N

DAV 135D
DAW 17T
P80 DAW
G18 DAW
G19 DAW
DAW 54T
529 DAY
DAY 103
DBJ 49

477 DBM
DBR 23S

DCZ 9
J767 DCD
DCK 241B
DCK 59B
DCK 92B
DCK 94B
DCK 231B
DCM 94Y
7479 DD
2522 DD
8553 DD
DDE 96P
DDE 99P
DDE 98P
DEB 501V
DEB 24A
DEB 19S
DEE 3L
DEE 41L
DEE 99X
DEE 585L
M9 DEL

DEL 128Y
DEL 661T
DEM 953Y

F7 DEN
X7 DEN

DEN 153A
G6 DEP
DES 1N
DEV 3Y

EN15 DEV
9074 DF
6044 DF
8422 DF
2986 DF
46 DFC

4016 DG
S200 DGT
DGW 414B
DGW 429B
D34 BLO
DIL 6646
DIL 8858
D11 NOF
DJI 7757
D16 DJN
951 DJU
4859 DK
947 DK

639 DKH
DLP 9
DLP 8
95 DM

DM 6144
DMA 873
D15 DMS
6462 DN
DN 3754
D6 DNC
DNG 34
DNZ 23

DOD 580Y
DOL 781
443 DOL
DOL 50N
DOM 41V

DOM 513K
L36 DOM
DON 875V
DON 54V
DON 39V
DON 42V
DOR 668
454 DOR
DOR 15Y
DOU 6K
DOV 688
DOW 17S
5469 DP
H7 DPD
M2 DRC
DRE 5S

DRE 64N
DRR 504B
DRS 262K
DRS 761A
DRS 260J
K11 DRU
DS 154
DS 9305
DSJ 852
S30 DSR
DT 9695
8908 DT
3 DTM

872 DTP
671 DTT

D

1 DUB
DUG 55S

DUG 528C
DUJ 240T
DUR 120Y
DUT 81C
A911 DUX
A876 DUX
A907 DUX

45 DVB
DVG 569G
DVG 730G
DWC 666
H3 DXR
60 DYB

DYL 101V
D6 DYL
140 DYT
DYW 15

XEA 7X
EAN 11V
F8 EAN
F6 EAN

EAN 11S
EAS 153X
JEA 501V
EA54 ANC

J5 EAT
GEA 70N
E17 VES

EAZ 7
8 EBC
6 EBH

153 EBK
9 ECD

148 ECD
667 ECD

ECU 805S
EDD 13Y
B16 EDD
EDD 11T
EDD 17T
J3 EDD
E6 ENS

EDE 86R
EDS 15
EDZ 98
EE 9471
EFC 416

EFC 308A
405 EFH

4 EFJ
EFX 396C
EFX 398C
EFX 365C
EFX 353C
L5 EGM

EGU 870H
509 EHA
EHD 17
EHL 50

EHN 318H
EHN 328H

63 EK
EKA 750

EL 67
8127 EL

LEL 150N
SEL 150N

E7 LEB
ELL 187T
ELL 4Y

P55 ELM
SEL 50N
ELS 16W
ELW 15Y
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WME 101
WMR 187
JWO 133N
JWO 83N
JWO 81N
JWO 94N

MY15 WON
JWO 71N
WP 4687
WPC 690
WPE 1Y
WPJ 9

G119 WPN
WRA 2S
WRA 7S
WRA 9G
WRA 9S
WRA 99S
WRA 66S
WRS 75
WRT 93A
WRT 103A
WRT 94A
WRT 83A
WRT 82A
WRT 87A
WRV 325L
WSL 283
1 WTS

441 WU
WUT 100
WV 9957

WWW 80X
80 WXC
70 WXP
90 WXV

30 XBY
44 XFH

WH05 XFR
XFX 662B
XFX 711B
XFX 676B
XFX 726B
XFX 719B
XFX 682B
XFX 671B
XFX 673B
XFX 707B
XGU 970M
XGU 949M
XGU 916M
XGU 928M
XGU 914M

50 XGY
567 XJ
C5 XJS
60 XND
33 XNE

XPX 479F
XPX 455F
XTU 653E
XTU 620E
XTU 650E
XTU 655E
XTU 654E
XTU 604E
XTU 658E

40 XUJ
60 XWA
33 XYK

YAL 6S
YAS 4R

Y455 SAR
JYA 51N
KYA 51N
YAS 662
YAS 673

YAS 511V
YAS 111V
YA15 SSR
YAS 559
YAS 560

YGY 473S
YAX 69
YAZ 626
YAZ 412
YCG 40
99 YE
51 YE

YEA 7S
YEL 353S
YEL 377S
YEL 754
Y35 MEN
AV15 YES
YGA 919

YGV 138G
YGY 460S
YGY 477S

YJI 35
YJT 508M
YJT 582M
YJT 584M

R8 LYH
YLM 466
N55 YMA
853 YMB
YMG 777

H385 YMR
YNU 151S

YOL 4T
YRJ 156A
YRJ 101A
YRJ 158A
YSL 740
YTG 83

942 YUS
YU15 AAF
643 YUS

YU15 AFF

X

Y

8.00am to 8.00pm
7 Days a Week

100 000’s of
numbers available

HDS 259G
HVG 840L
JBX 472N
KBL 29N

RFX 545W
UGW 506R

NMA 984T
OGU 719D
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higher will be unreliable. The cooling 
system has always been marginal. 
Expect to find sludging and rusting 
coking up the galleys which only an 
overhaul will clear out A re-cored 
radiator, with good quality anti-freeze 
and perhaps an electric cooling fan, is 
almost essential. Watch it! Early XK 
engines fitted to these cars feature the 
thermostat set in the rad’s header: 
leaving this out will make it worse… 

The drum brakes on the 120/140 
models – if kept correctly adjusted (the 
self adjusters on later cars are 
unreliable) – work reasonably well and 
can be okay even for mildly tuned cars;  
it depends how hard a driver you are. 
Wheel wobble on the XK120 is pretty 
common and hard to dial out. Check the 

The XK bridged the separate chassis 
and monocoque eras and suffers as a 
result, with lots of places where water 
can collect and cause corrosion. While 
engine oil leaks over the years will have 
saved many a chassis, the rear can still 
corrode badly if left to the elements. 

Still in use in the ’80s, the XK unit is 
an all time great if properly maintained 
although 3.8s can crack their blocks; 
the 340 engine from ’67 is the strongest 
of them all. Oil consumption will be up 
to 200 miles per pint. Use a classic oil 
with a modern ‘spin-on’ filter conversion 
from David Manners at under £90.

An XK unit can be fully re-built by a 
specialist for £3000-£5000, and for 
£6000 plus you can have a 300bhp 
road/race tune unit but anything much 

The fact that so many XKs are 
still seen in competition shows 
the quality of the basic blueprint, 

but any improvements and mods have 
to be balanced against spoiling the 
original design and as a result the 
car’s provenance. Here’s some mild 
rather than overly wild suggestions. 

BEFORE YOU START
Chassis rust has to be dealt with 
before any racing and the nature of 
the body design means potentially lots 
of it. If you can see any bubbles on 
top, then the underneath will be much 
worse. The rear region is even more 
rot prone and during any restoration is 
more often than not replaced as a 
complete entity. 

Jaguar’s 70 year old classic still 
has lots of potential to make it 

both better for modern roads or a 
fine classic for competition work

XKS
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As XK are legible 
for historic racing, 
certain mods must 
be kept in period 
for some classes

particularly if you intend to enter FIA 
controlled racing or rallying as only period 
mods may apply.

HANDLING THE POWER
According to Jaguar specialist Guy Broad 
(www.guybroad.co.uk), “you can’t reinvent 
the wheel with an XK”, meaning that tried 
and trusted tweaks are still the order of the 
day and it warns owners not to “overdo it” 
and make their XKs worse than standard.

The company markets Broadsport 
range of tuning parts that were introduced 
around 15 years ago encompassing 
engines, gearboxes, suspension, brakes 
and latterly even creature comfort 
upgrades such as interiors, lighting and 
the electrical system. A 30 page Selection 
Catalogue and a XK Engine Catalogue are 
available. According to Tom Norton the 
secret to a good handling XK is “a loose 
rear end” enabling the car to handle in a 
neutral  fashion or oversteer at will. 

Accordingly, the XK’s handling is 
improved by fitting AVO dampers all round 
(including an optional  rear telescopic 
conversion for XK120s) along with a 
beefier 7/8in front anti roll bar to sharpen 
the front end, all costing just over £700. 
He recommends Broad’s own specially 
developed polybush kit to tighten chassis 
to an optimum setting but warns against 
specifically stiffening the sturdy chassis in 
isolation as it will upset the handling.

Brakes can be uprated to discs, either 
with original Jag parts or by using kits 

mapped; it costs big time (around £1500) 
but works beautifully we’re informed. 

Further tuning of the ‘top end’ is 
popular although valve sizes needn’t be 
dramatically altered, if at all, while on 3.4s 
it’s not worth fitting E-type carbs unless 
the engine has been significantly uprated 
to suit, ditto substituting Weber DCOEs 
on the 3.8 – even 2in SUs are considered 
to be excessive by some XK tuners. Best 
camshafts remain D-Type profile types 
available from Guy Broad at £300 a pair.

Xtreme Jaguar of Kent has developed a 
special (equal length) inlet manifold as well 
as a ‘cross-over’ exhaust manifold for the 
B-type head. The former (developed by 
Jaguar, when it planned a ‘Mk2 GT’ during 
the 60s, equalises the ‘tracts’ for better 
gas flow plus is slightly longer than 
standard to gain cleaner air. Xtreme’s Carl 
Gannon says it makes little difference to a 
standard XK engine but really helps on 
tuned ones. The exhaust is a take on a 
1980’s BMW design to ‘harmonise’ the 
pulses and improve extraction. XK bottom 
end is strong but anything more than 
300bhp and 6500rpm really demands 
Cosworth pistons plus steel connecting 
rods and crank. Xtreme uses a jet engine 
specialist to balance its engine ultra finely 
so it can take higher revs, safely. The 
standard flywheel is a hefty 28lbs effort can 
be shaved by some 10-19lb or you could 
opt for an even lighter alloy version.

This is only a guide – speak to a 
known XK expert for further advice, 

FULL THROTTLE
n  D-Type cams and head mods
n  ECU and mapping conversion
n  Twin Weber DCOE carbs

BUDGET
n  Rolling road tune up
n  Electronic ignition
n  XK6 S3 head and cams

HOTTING  
YOUR CAR UP

ride height: if low at the front, then the 
torsion bar suspension can be reset. 
Wishbone wear means a new replacement, 
but slack in the XK120’s steering can be 
successfully adjusted out by XK specialists.

HOTTING ONE UP
When it comes to that classic powerhouse, 
it depends on how much speed you want 
and bear in mind Jaguar successfully did it 
for you during the XK’s production run, so 
just a simple ‘step up’ to the next tune may 
suffice for road use. On the XK140, for 
instance, power was increased to 190bhp, 
with an SE version (boasting even better 
breathing) 210bhp. The XK150 retained 
the 140’s 190bhp from 3.4-litres although 
few were made, most being SE’s 210bhp.   
The ‘S’ model has 250bhp and in 1959 a 
3.8-litre version was added with a regular 
220bhp or a rousing 265bhp in ‘S’ tune. 

Starting with a budget tweak, simply   
ensuring the engine is in good tune plus 
electronic ignition works wonders. An 
E-type/420 straight port head with its carbs 
and camshafts makes a cost-effective 
upgrade as is fitting similar from a fuel 
injected S3 XJ6 along with its pistons if 
possible; they give a 8.75:1 compression 
ratio, slightly lower than the standard 9:1, but 
are of a better design. With a little skimmed 
from the head, the 9:1 will soon be restored 
(if you want it). Spot-on ignition systems are 
worth more than a set of fancy camshafts – 
go electronic if competition regs allow and if 
you can spend more money, have the system 

CLASSICCARS4SALE.NET

FOR MORE ADVICE AND 
REVIEWS VISIT OUR WEBSITE
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developed by specialists, which can include 
vented discs stopped with four-pot callipers. 

 Again, Broad has developed a range of 
brake upgrades, starting from under 
£1000, which includes front discs for the 
XK120. “For average daily driving in a 120 
or 140, discs on the front and drums on 
the rear is adequate. For more strenuous 
use, discs all round is the best option. 

“Once again, correct pad material and 
fluid will cope easily with normal driving 
conditions. In our experience, especially 
with 120 or 140 roadsters, with drums at 
the back and discs on the front, if you 
require servo assistance, we recommend 
its use on the front only as the rear drums 
have a tendency to lock-up quite easily. 

“In any case, we do often recommend 
trying a 120 or 140 without a servo first to 
see if you are happy with the feel; if not, it 
is easy to fit a remote servo later without 
too much extra work”, advises Broad.

Not many opt for power steering but 
Guy Broad markets hydraulic (as opposed 
to an electric) conversions utilising later XJ 
hardware. What the company does advise 
is having the geometry set by a known XK 

expert as many are incorrectly set – perhaps 
even from new – as the transformation is 
startling and perhaps one of the best (and 
certainly best value) ‘mods’ of them all!

 The smoother action XJ6 manual with 
overdrive gearbox is a good fit for less frantic 
high speed cruising and a nicer change 
quality, or you can opt for a specialist five-
speeder instead. The S3 XJ6 five-speed 
transmission also fits although be warned – 
none are a straightforward swap! There are 
several axle ratios to choose from: 2.88:1 for 
very high speed touring to a low 4.27:1 that’s 
ideal for hill climbs or quarter mile sprints, 
either with or without limited slip differential. 

Whatever you go for, they must in turn 
work with the type of gearbox chosen plus 
also the wheel and tyre sizes which affect the 
gearing, advises Broad, who adds that while 
a limited slip differential is useful for track 
work, watch the halfshafts which are known 
to snap under very hard use.

BUDGET
n Front geometry check & reset
n Sports damping and springs
n Poly bush kit
n Blockley tyres

FULL THROTTLE
n Broadspeed suspension and 

braking kit
n Power steering conversion
n Servo assistance

HANDLING THE POWER

Certain mods will make a road-going XK much nicer and 
safer to drive – speak to a known XK expert for advice

Given their soaring values, 
any mods should be 
tempered with the need for 
originality and so can be 
reversed if need be XK’s are great for track work but ambitious owners can 

overdo it with mods that simply aren’t needed, says Broad   

Polybushing with a 
geometry reset  
works wonders; 
300bhp possible but 
uprate ’box and rear 
axle plus halfshafts 
to suit if racing

XKS
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ARISTOCAT XK REPLICA

Still in production after 34 years by Autotune Ltd., Riverside Ind. Estate, Rishton BB1 4NF

01254 886819
www.autotuneuk.com

Affordable Project to build yourself – Road or Track – Have fun!
Uses donor Jaguar XJ6/XJS/XJ40 etc.
Steel space frame chassis/coloured grp body.

Bristol Classic and Sports Cars
Specialists in the restoration of classic and sports cars

Tel: 01275 342999

E Type and XK restoration projects wanted, even parts cars
www.bcandsc.co.uk • bristolclassic@tiscali.co.uk
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ONE STOP SHOP FOR ALL MAKES OF CLASSIC CAR 
Restoration
Paintwork
Trim Work
Welding

Panel Beating
Upgrades

Mechanical
Engine Rebuilds

Wiring Loom
Replacement

Mot Work
Accident Repairs

No job too small, all carried out in house

ARRIVING SOON AND IN STOCK
XK120FHC /XK140OTS / XK140DHC / Xk150DHC/ etype series 1 3.8 roadster

and 4.2 FHC / 1965 MUSTANG Convertible / 1954 Chevrolet 3600 Truck

Jaguar XK120 SE OTS 3.4 manual 1954
Originaly Cream with black hood & suede

green interior, last owner since 1963, engine
& gearbox & chassis match heritage

certificate (all UK duties paid)

Jaguar XK140 DHC 3.4 manual 1955
Originally black with red interior and black hood,

heritage certificate, (all UK duties paid)
sale to include restoration.

Jaguar XK120 FHC 3.4 Manual 1952
Originally Birch grey with a red interior

Heritage certificate
(All UK duties paid)
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The E Type Spares
Specialists
PO BOX 249, NANTWICH, CHESHIRE CW5 9AR
TEL: 01270 780954  FAX: 01270 780981
• OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE OF
SUPPLYING QUALITY E-TYPE PARTS
TO THE TRADE AND THE E-TYPE
ENTHUSIAST • MANUFACTURER AND SUPPLIER OF PURELY
E-TYPE PARTS, NEW, RECONDITIONED, RARE & USED

SPARES • 6 CYLINDER PORTABLE BODY JIG FOR HIRE
• WORLDWIDE MAIL ORDER SERVICE AVAILABLE

E-mail: rmjsmithltd@gmail.com
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The Enthusiasts who will care for your car
Phone: Brian Stevens
on Basingstoke 01189 326141
email: info@brianstevens.co.uk
www.brianstevens.co.uk

• Full mechanical repair 
and service

• Complete body restoration
• Painting and trimming
• All kinds of panel work
• Collection and delivery C

M
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HAMPSHIRE’S COMPLETE JAGUAR WORKSHOP
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Tel: +44 (0) 7860 561163  + 44 (0) 1622 880005  www.alancarrington.com
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1966 E TYPE SERIES 1 4.2 FHC
Opalescent Dark Blue, Light tan

leather being fully restored by my
company to concours condition.

£295,000

Quality Classics for the Connoisseurs

1959 KELLISON J5 COUPE
Mega rare, ex Bonneville,

6 Ltr Hi-Po Chevy, Muncie manual
gearbox, LSD. Undergoing total
restoration to show condition.

£99,995

1960 BENTLEY S2 CONTINENTAL
COUPE BY HJ MULLINER

Tudor Grey with black leather –
undergoing a total restoration to

show standard.
£324,995

1963 FACEL VEGA, FACEL II
Now finished from a 

2 year restoration in stunning 
show condition,

1 of 26 RHD.
£425,000

1978 ROLLS ROYCE SHADOW II
LHD, 23,500 Kms from New, One
Royal Family owner, Jack Barclay

service.
£22,995

1997 BENTLEY TURBO RL
Masons with Beige hide, 49,000

miles full Bentley History,
Immaculate. £22,500

1939 CADILLAC SERIES 90 V16
COUPE “PROJECT”

This is a mega rare hand built Cadillac,
one of only six Coupes built in 1939.
Ex Ronnie Barker, owned it for many

years. Half way through its restoration.
A very reluctant sale!! £65,000

1957 JAGUAR MKI 3.4 MOD
LHD, Number matching, 39,749
Miles, very long term ownership,

OEW with Red Leather.
£37,995.
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Back to
Basics
Original ‘Spridget’ that’s full of fun and character although a lot cruder than the later  
models. Good ones are TR6 expensive but you are increasingly getting what you pay 
for with this charming funny-faced classic sportster
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FROGEYE SPRITE 
THE FACTS

GOOD BUY OR GOOD-BYE?
Proof that the best things can come  

in the smallest packages

n Best model?  Cars with sympathetic upgrades
n Worst model?   Anything ropey; resto costs high
n Budget buy?  Average cars with no mods
n OK for unleaded?   No; need an additive or inserts
n Will it fit in the garage? L 3499 x W 1346mm
n Spares situation?  Excellent
n DIY ease?  Oily bits easy, bodies trickier
n Club support?  Top-notch
n Appreciating asset?  Yes, some as dear as a TR6

s

n Not many still have their original 948cc engine as 
most have either bigger units or rebuilt items fitted 
by now. If you’re after a Sprite still featuring its 
original powerplant, see if its serial number begins 
with 9C-U-H. That won’t tell you if it’s the original 
engine (you’ll need a Heritage trace certificate for 
that), but can at least tell if it’s the correct version.
n The A-series engine doesn’t like unleaded, so an 
additive has to be used or valve seat inserts have to 
be fitted. This is usually done as part of a top-end 
overhaul, with rebuilt heads typically costing £450; 
may have been done already.
n If your quest is to track down a car that’s original 
in every respect, make sure the carburettors have 
brass tops, indicating the correct 1 1/8in versions. 
n Starting from cold the oil pressure should be 60psi 
– once warmed up expect 40psi at 1000rpm. If there’s 
much less than this expect a rebuild before long.
n Tappet noise is a part of Sprite ownership, as is a 
rattling timing chain. If you find the latter too noisy 
a Cooper S Duplex assembly can be fitted.
n A loud rattle when starting probably comes from 
a fractured carburettor heat shield. Over-enthusiastic 
tightening can break the rear lug on the manifold.
n The A-series engine is pretty durable and will take 
a lot of abuse, continuing to run even when badly 
worn. In 948cc form a set of big end shells may last 
just 40,000 miles however and 1275cc versions will 
probably suffer from worn piston rings and bores by 
the time 70,000 miles have been racked up. 
n To check for the early stages of this, run it with 
the oil filler cap removed. If any fumes are evident 
a rebore is due. Blue smoke from the exhaust when 
accelerating after an over-run is the sure-fire check. 
n Check for a white emulsion on the oil filler cap 
on 1275s, which can suffer from failed head gaskets 
because the block hasn’t been skimmed at rebuild time 
as  it’s an engine out job. 
n Many cars are fitted with electric fuel pumps, most 
of which were fitted in the 1980s when the correct 
mechanical pumps were hard to source. It’s now 
possible to get the right bits again (for around £25), 
so returning the car to original specification is easy.

ENGINE

WHAT TO LOOK FOR

Cheap and cheerful might be deemed 
a somewhat derogatory phrase by 
some – but when it comes to sports 

cars, it epitomises the Frogeye Sprite. 
Launched back in 1958 it was a 
momentous occasion for Britain’s car 
industry, because here was a sports car 
that was more affordable than anything that 
came before. It may have been cheap but it 
certainly wasn’t nasty – the Sprite was a 
hoot to drive thanks to its low kerb weight 
and simple, rugged running gear.

Powered by the same A-Series engine 
seen in the Austin A35 and Morris Minor, 
the Frogeye might have had just 43bhp on 
tap but it punched well above its weight – 
all 664kg of it. As a result, while the driving 
experience is raw, the Sprite is also 
beautifully agile; small wonder they couldn’t 
make them fast enough. The launch price of 
£679 ensured a steady flow of buyers over 
a four-year production run; 48,584 
examples rolled off the production lines 
including CKD cars built overseas. Now, 
thanks to rising values, there has never 
been as many really good examples 
available, as owners pour money into their 
cars. But there’s still a lot of tat out there 
that won’t turn into a Princess…

HISTORY
1958 The Austin-Healey Sprite MkI makes 
its debut in May; it’s the first British sports 
car to feature monocoque construction. 
Designed to be as basic as possible to 
keep costs down, there’s no heater or door 
handles – and not even a bootlid to get into 
the luggage compartment. Instead, this has 
to be accessed from behind the seats. The 
car is well received, but within five months 
the screen and hood fittings are redesigned 
to improve the levels of weatherproofing. 

    Power is provided by a 948cc engine 
taken from the A35 saloon. With some mild 
tuning and special 11/8in twin SU carbs 
there’s 42.5bhp available along with 52lbft 
of torque. The Morris Minor donates its 
steering rack while the gearbox, front 
suspension and rear axle are all taken from 
the A35 saloon.
1960 From March redesigned sidescreens 
are fitted as standard. They now feature a 
sliding window instead of just a flap; 
previously sidescreens were an optional 
extra, but standard if the car was ordered 
with a factory hard top. 
    In little more than a year the model would 
be defunct, replaced by the far less 
characterful Sprite MkII, which was also 
available as an MG Midget, the later 
continuing for almost a further 20 years in 
production. Alas, the Sprite was killed off in 
1972 after losing its iconic Austin-Healey 
name a year before.

DRIVING AND 
PRESS COMMENTS
The Motor was allowed to test the Frogeye 
before it had been publicly revealed, putting 
2000 miles under the wheels of one in the 
run up to the car’s official launch. 
    It was pretty obvious that despite the 
car’s simplicity and keen price, the test 
team were bowled over by it: “Were it 
possible to define quantitatively a pleasure-
to-price ratio for cars, the new Austin-
Healey Sprite would register an amazingly 
high figure for this desirable virtue. Costing 
about as much to buy as do many popular 
saloons of similar 1-litre engine size, and 
perhaps even cheaper than such saloons to 
run, this open two-seater offers much better 
acceleration up to a top speed which is 
higher by some 10mph, but responsiveness 

Classic A-Series; note brass 
SU carb dashpots denoting 
correct period engine 
although many will have 
upgraded to later 1098cc or 
1275cc units by now
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to the slightest touch on the controls is 
what really makes it such a joy to drive.

“Small in size, the Sprite is certainly not 
a ‘miniature’ car nor should it be regarded 
as merely a fragile toy. Modern full-width 
styling of the low-drag body enables it to 
provide generous room for two big men on 
excellent seats and there is substantial (if 
awkwardly arranged) accommodation for 
luggage also. 

“Weighing 2-3cwt less than the saloons 
which use basically the same power unit, 
and with wind resistance minimised by a 
10-15-inch saving in overall height, the 
Sprite has required only mild engine tuning 
to gain performance fully comparable with 
lively modern saloons of double its size.”

The rest of the review was generally 
positive, with remarks made about the 
engine’s flexibility and low oil consumption 
(just one pint per 1000 miles!) although its 
propensity to run hot when stuck in traffic 
was worrying. The direct steering (under 
two-and-a half turns between locks) went 
down well also, but the spacing of the four 
gearbox ratios was less than ideal. With 
plenty of grip, strong handling, strong 
brakes (prone to quickly fade with only 
moderate use) and excellent economy, the 
car was proclaimed to be a winner.

No Sprite or Midget was ever anything 
than merely Spartan but the Frogeye was 
basic to the extreme, more in line with a 
Caterham and so may be a culture shock 
even to Spridget owners. There again, they 
have been compared to the Seven in terms 
of raw, seat-of-the-pants driving thrills and 

while they are not in the same performance 
league, a Frog still feels frisky and many 
have been further uprated in line with later 
models such as 1275cc engine, front disc 
brakes and so on.

VALUES AND MARKETPLACE
Gordon Elwell runs Nottinghamshire-based 
Classic Revival, which works exclusively on 
Frogeyes, restoring, upgrading, race 
preparing and maintaining them. Classic 
Revival also sells Frogeyes and their 
associated parts while Gordon also offers 

n There’s not much interior trim. Carpeting wasn’t a 
feature – rubber mats graced the floors instead. Many 
interiors now have carpets on the floors, but rubber 
mat sets are available at £50 – although they’re not 
perfect replicas of the originals.
n Few wear their original (over-sized) two-spoke 
steering wheel, as even when they were new many 
were thrown away in favour of a smaller wood-
rimmed alternative. Original wheels are now hard 
to find, although few people seem to worry about 
anything non-original.
n The rev counter works via a mechanical drive from 
the back of the dynamo. Replacements are expensive 
but the original units are reliable. Instrumentation is 
often incorrect or not working – and replacements are 
dear so make sure you won’t need to buy anything.
n The Sprite’s electrical system is very simple, so 
there’s not much to go wrong. Heaters were an 
optional extra so there’s often only the car’s lighting 
and ignition wiring to consider. Despite this, electrical 
systems are frequently bodged. Its simplicity makes 
it easy to check, so have a good look round or you 
could end up with all sorts of problems.
n If the rear lights are damaged you can replace 
them with MGA or TR3 units, as they’re the same. 
Control boxes for the car’s electrical system can fail, 
but as there are no moving parts it’s impossible to 
tell how much life is left in a unit, and they tend 
to last well. Replacements weigh in at around £25.
n Parts supply is generally excellent: try Frogeye  
Spares on 01204 604017.   

GENERAL

WHAT TO LOOK FOR

Simple original design; later models used same basic 
hull resulting in Frog-eye kits to be made. Best of 
both worlds if you don’t mind owning a replica?

Smiley-faced Frog 
matched looks of the 

car’s occupants in this 
period advert
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n The body is the Frogeye’s weakness. What looks 
like a good car may actually be full of filler, so 
inspect the panelwork very closely and make sure 
you take a magnet with you to check for filler. The 
car’s monocoque construction can cause tremendous 
problems with weakening of the structure – by far the 
biggest problem with Mk1 Sprites is bodywork rot. 
n Worst culprits are the rear spring mounting boxes 
in the floor behind the seats. There should be a gap 
of three inches or so between the top of the rear tyre 
and the wheelarch. If the gap is much less than this 
the rear spring box has almost certainly collapsed, 
which means major surgery is needed. A low ride 
height at the rear can also be down to a a collapsed 
spring mounting. 
n Sills and A-posts corrode, so check gaps between 
the door and both the A-post and the B-post, which 
should be even. It’s common for the gap to be 
narrower at the top, indicating sag in the bodyshell. 
To fix properly requires jigs and lots of time.
n The rear-hinged bonnet incorporates the front 
wings and valance. Both of these tend to rust badly 
and the area around the bonnet hinges also dissolves. 
While you’re in this area inspect the grille surround. 
Another weak point is the battery tray. 
n It doesn’t stop there, as the combined brake and 
clutch master cylinder can leak brake fluid onto the 
surrounding bodywork.
n Check the boot floor where it joins the rear panel 
along with the footwells and area behind the seats. 
The lack of a bootlid makes checking the boot from 
inside a tricky proposition. 
n If the inner sills have rotted badly, repairs will be 
involved. Similarly, rear wheelarches and lower rear 
wings can rust badly, and although repair sections 
are available it’s not easy to effect a repair. If the 
outer rear wheelarches look tatty it’s a sure bet the 
inner ones will be in at least as poor a state. 
n Because there’s no bootlid, many have a luggage 
rack. This can lead to distorted rear shrouds due 
to overloading or poor fitment. Check all beading.

BODY AND CHASSIS

WHAT TO LOOK FOR

pre-purchase inspections and valuations. 
Gordon bought his first Frogeye in ’63 and 
in his three-strong current collection is a car 
he’s owned since 1966, so he’s definitely 
been bitten by the bug-eyed sportster.

Says Gordon: “Values have steadily 
increased in recent years to the point where 
anything less than £6000 buys a parts car 
only. Spend this amount and you might get 
a steel bonnet but the chances are it’ll be a 
glassfibre item instead. That’s not 
necessarily a problem though as some 
buyers don’t frown upon these because 
they don’t rust, they’re lighter than the steel 
alternative and they provide better engine 
bay access. The fact that decent steel 
bonnets rarely come up for sale and new 
ones are very costly (around £4000) has 
led to some pragmatism in the marketplace.

“For £12K you might buy a car that’s 
clinging to an MoT, but good Frogeyes 
generally start at £15K and go all the way 
up to £25,000 for something really nice. The 
very best Sprites can breach the £30,000 
barrier, although such cars are exceptional”.

Frogeyes are still being brought in from 
the US, but not in the volumes witnessed 
15-20 years ago as so many have already 
been imported. Genuine right-hand drive 
cars fetch a premium whatever the 

condition; most LHD examples are projects 
brought in from America.

Gordon adds: “You have to tread very 
carefully when buying from the US because 
there are so many poorly restored and badly 
modified cars over there. I’ve never bought 
a Frogeye direct from the US as the risks 
are so great; the key is to buy from 
someone once the car is already in the UK. 
Over the years I’ve seen too many Frogeyes 
that I wouldn’t have bought at any price; 

Many are modded but 
for future values stock 
Frogs like this will 
come to the fore

“£6000 only buys a parts only 
Frogeye… you really do have to 
buy with your eyes wide open”
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It’s more modern and much more usable than the 
Sprite, but with so many built and low pricing to start 
with, the MX-5 is a classic sports car bargain like 
no other. Fabulous to drive, reliable and supported 
by a raft of clubs and specialists the MX-5 is a 
modern-day Sprite. But despite its modernity the 
Mazda (Mk1 and Mk2) can corrode badly, so don’t 
assume that a potential buy is automatically rust-
free – because it probably won’t be.

Arguably this Mercedes offshoot it’s the closest 
modern interpretation to the Frogeye, sporting a rear 
mounted 100bhp three-cylinder 698cc turbocharged 
engine for really vivid high rev performance (0-60 
under 10 sec). Launched in 2003, it has curious 
styling and a five-speed semi auto that’s also a matter 
of taste as it can be annoyingly slow-witted. But 
the handling is great and spares and running one is 
no problem; go to the forum Roadster.net for help.

This is another car that tries to rekindle Frogey fun 
but they can rot badly and with relatively few sold 
in the UK to start with, you’re going to have to be 
prepared to wait and search to find your ideal car. 
But as with the Mazda you don’t need much money 
to scoop a good example when you do find one. With 
its 657cc turbocharged three-cylinder engine limited 
to 9300rpm it’s a blast to drive, but it’s the agility 
that’ll clinch it when you drive one.

MAZDA MX-5 SMART BRABUS ROADSTER SUZUKI CAPPUCCINO

THREE OF A KIND

s

many are 
beyond 
redemption and I’ve got 
one of the biggest stocks of 
parts in the UK”.

Gordon confirms that it’s the 
instruments and interior trim that are the 
hardest to get right, so if you can find a car 
that isn’t lacking in these departments you 
could be onto a winner – although the state 
of the bodywork is also key too, of course. 
Most Frogs are bought by people who want 
to use them, even if that’s only sparingly. As 
a result originality isn’t always essential, 
with items such as a 1275cc engine and 
disc brakes usually seen as very desirable.

Between 1985 and 1999 the Frogeye 
Car Company built 130 glassfibre-bodied 
Frogeyes. Initially offered as a bodyshell into 
which a rotten Frogeye’s mechanicals would 
be installed, many cars ended up being 

fitted with modern running gear. More 
usable and with no worries about originality, 
these modern-day Sprites are hard to value 
as they come up relatively rarely, but they’re 
worth less than a genuine car which means 
that in theory prices start probably at 
around £12,000.

Gordon concludes: “What you’re going 
to use the car for will dictate what you 
should buy. Don’t worry too much about 
buying an upgraded Frogeye if you’re going 
to do a few hundred local miles each year 
just pootling about locally – while an original 

car isn’t really suited to long-distance 
touring. Whatever you buy, don’t pay 
over the odds for it as there are a lot 
of overpriced cars out there. I’ve been 

to buy cars that have been spectacularly 
misdescribed where the vendor could have 
halved the price and I still wouldn’t have 
been interested – you really do have to buy 
a Frogeye with your eyes open”.

IMPROVEMENTS
Most Frogeye owners prefer their cars to 
be as original as possible within reason, 

so if you’re not aiming to hold on to 
your car forever, be careful before 

making any significant changes. 
It’s always best to stick with 
upgrades that are 
reversible, although most 
owners are happy to have 

a peppier engine fitted along 
with stronger brakes. Because a 

948cc engine was fitted to all, 
swapping this for a 1098cc 

edition or a 1275cc unit is 
acceptable to most potential buyers – but 

it’s essential that the brakes are uprated 
too. These need to be swapped for discs 
and with the conversion currently pegged at 
around £1000 it’s quite a costly job – but 
one that’s worth every penny although if 
only mildly tuned, just harder linings (try 
Mintex Classic) may well suffice although 
deal  pressure will probably be high.

The A-Series engine always produced 
plenty of tappet noise, while a rattling timing 
chain is common too. If you find the timing 
chain too noisy a Duplex assembly can be 
fitted to make it run more quietly; a kit of 
parts is available for around £35.

Telescopic damper conversions aren’t 
unusual, but some owners have gone back 
to a lever arm set-up having realised that 

Wide mouth Frog offers 
Triumph-like access to front 
end. GRP bonnets not 
uncommon but hurts value
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n Erly gearboxes had weak syncromesh on second 
gear. Original cars will have a smooth gearbox casing 
(visible down the back of the engine), which is often 
substituted for the later (1098/1275cc) ribbed version, 
offering greater strength, improved synchromesh and 
better ratios. If the gearbox is getting worn it’ll jump 
out of gear; rebuilt gearboxes are available for £510.
n Early steel-wheel half-shafts can break, especially 
if a bigger engine is fitted. Replacement half-shafts 
are available at £174 if fitted with disc wheels.
n The steering should be light and positive. If it 
isn’t the chances are the suspension hasn’t been 
greased regularly. To check for wear jack up the 
front of the car (spread the load as the centre of 
the crossmember is thin), and rock the road wheel at 
top and bottom – if there’s any play it may indicate 
kingpin wear. To be certain, get somebody to apply 
the footbrake. If it’s ‘cured’ a new wheel bearing is 
needed – if there’s still play the kingpin bushes or 
lower links (fulcrum pins) are due for replacement.
n Lever arm dampers lose their effectiveness very 
quickly. Some cars have had a telescopic damper 
conversion, which is quite involved. Doesn’t feel any 
better, but the dampers will be much more durable.
n Master cylinder, controls both brake and clutch 
hydraulics. Look for leaks’ if one of the bores is 
damaged or worn you’ll have to scrap the whole unit 
and replace it with a new one, from £75 although 
double this for a quality alternative.

RUNNING GEAR

WHAT TO LOOK FOR
the changes aren’t necessarily a good 
thing. The key problem is that telescopic 
dampers don’t have the generous travel of 
the lever arm alternative. A kit of parts is 
readily available for around £300, but 
don’t rush into making the change without 
seeking advice first.

Other than this it’s the usual items that 
you can attend to; halogen headlights, 
electronic ignition, wire wheels and so 
forth. All of these are reversible but they 
make the Frogeye more usable which is 
why they’re all worth doing, although 
switching to wire wheels is a matter of 
personal taste. Move over to these and 
you’ll need to find around £400 for the 
hub conversion kit while wheels are £155 
for painted rims and around £210 for 
chromed items. With cleaning much more 
involved and wear much more likely, don’t 
bin those disc wheels without careful 
consideration first. If you need technical 
info and parts, apart from Gordon Elwell, 
call John Street at Frogeye Spares on 
01204 604017.

VERDICT
The Frogeye Sprite was created for those 
who wanted fun on a tight budget and 
until fairly recently this has remained one 
of the most financially accessible sports 
cars you can buy. But as with most classic 
cars, Sprite values have shot up to the 
point where you’ll need surprisingly deep 
pockets to buy something really nice. 

Spartan cabin means it 
is cheap and easy to 
make as new again

However, if you don’t mind something that’s 
less than pristine – something that’s good 
enough to use on a regular basis – you 
don’t need to spend huge amounts of cash. 
Whichever end of the market you’re buying 
from, as long as you buy a good example 
you’ll have a whale of a time. The Frogeye’s 
simplicity means you’re exposed to the 
elements rather than insulated from them 
and that ensures each drive is a riot. Spend 
some time in one of these diminutive 
sportsters and you’ll realise just how 
bloated all other sports cars later became.

Disc wheel with drilled rims, wire wheels or modern 
Minilite alloys are popular fits. Note A-H hub caps

CLASSICCARS4SALE.NET

FOR MORE ADVICE AND 
REVIEWS VISIT OUR WEBSITE
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Phone for a chat any time

(UK) 0115 966 3762 • www.frogeyesprite.co.uk
e-mail: classicrev@aol.com

The Frogeye Sprite Specialists
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Classic Revival

SALES - Please call for latest stock
SPARES - Lots of good used/original 

spares, including those parts you 
thought you would never find!

SALES • SERVICE • TUNING • PARTS

More good ‘Frogeyes’ like 
this one urgently wanted. 

We have customers waiting!
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01676 545098 OR 07711 891751
Email: ashtedclassics@gmail.com

If you require more information on any of the vehicles, please feel free to call text or email me

I REQUIRE TO PURCHASE PRE WAR VEHICLES IN ANY CONDITION ESPECIALLY
AUSTIN’S PLEASE RING ADAM CROWE IF YOU HAVE ANYTHING I MAY WISH TO BUY
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ONLY 6 MILES FROM THE N.E.C – OPEN 6 Days a week
VIEWINGS BY APPOINTMENT ONLY.

Viewings can be made at very short notice
please ring for more information.@ashtedclassics

1953 Morris Minor MM split screen. This fantastic little gem is one of the
last of her line. A real star to drive that never misses a beat. Finished in black
with red coach line. Very good original interior finished in maroon. Receipts
for nearly £4000 in history file shows this car has been very loved and wants
for nothing. Ready to do many years service. Full M.O.T. £6,250

1931 Austin 7 Chummy (AG Tourer). This fantastic car we believe
has only covered 25k in its life time as it was laid up in the early
50s and not restored
until recently. Finished
in maroon with new
side screens hood etc.
this is one of the very
last chummys built
and has the all steel
body that is in A1
condition with no filler
or rot. Photos will soon
be online.

£13,950

Coming soon MG VA ready to use
New cars each week

Plus many Austin spares

1938 Austin 10-4 Cambridge. This car is in very nice condition with a
beautiful sounding engine. She starts first time every time and the last 2
owners have cherished her well. The steering is on the button and brakes
are very good. Complete and very good condition original seats and
headlining but the carpet is non-standard. All chrome in good order and
requires no work. Paint has some minor blemishes but nothing to worry
about. This little car is perfect for drives out and going to shows she will not
disappoint. Test drive welcome. £6,950

1939 Austin 10-4 Cambridge Restoration Project. Here is the
chance to buy and restore you own car the way you want with most
of the hard work done as previous owner unable to finish due to ill
health. So far the body tub has all been done the battery boxes and
fuel tank are done the engine you can see has been rebuilt along
with gear box and everything is there (apart from wiring loom but
not finished checking boxes yet) you need to finish including 4 very
good and not rotten doors, bonnet, cowl, glass, dash, seats etc. Full
V5c and related documents in good sized history file included with
car. Original 2 letter 4-digit registration on car. £2,275
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Spinning Wheel
Classic Cars Limited
Enthusiast Family Business. Est 1961

Sheffield Road, SheepBridge, Chesterfield, Derbyshire S41 9EH
Call Office: 01246 451772     Mobile: 07971 737883     Email: sales@spinning-wheel.net

1970 Thomson Glen Two Berth Caravan 13ft 9" long, weight
535 kg, so can be pulled easily with a classic car.
Supplied new by Longford Caravans Ltd, Cannock,
Staffs, cost £402.16. Supporting history supplied.
Exceptional condition and thoroughly dry. Gas hob,
sink/foot pump water, toilet bay, wardrobe, etc. Charming
little van ready to go/tow. Delivery arranged ...........£3,495

1972 Triumph Stag Manual Overdrive With Factory
Hard Top Original Triumph V8 motor. 43,000 miles
with supporting history. Restored in and around
2002. Presented in beautiful condition. No
overheating. Recent new battery, tyres excellent
and fitted with a stainless steel exhaust system.
Supplied with extensive history and photographs.
MOT expires May 2018. A beautiful classic
Triumph. Delivery arranged £15950 3/1964
Humber Hawk Manual With Overdrive 35,000

recorded miles, Original Green log book and registration number, Amazing classic saloon as its so
original, ANY INSPECTION WELCOME, Will NOT disappoint, Drives superbly, 1 years MOT, Rare
chance to own a big Rootes saloon in beautiful condition, Delivery arranged ..........................£15,950

1964 Humber Hawk Manual With
Overdrive 35,000 recorded miles,
Original Green log book and
registration number, Amazing classic
saloon as its so original, ANY
INSPECTION WELCOME, Will NOT
disappoint, Drives superbly, 1 years
MOT, Rare chance to own a big
Rootes saloon in beautiful condition,
Delivery arranged...................£12,950

1970 Morris Minor Original Post Office Telecom Van
Fully restored to concourse condition, everything is
beautiful and correct. Photographic record of restoration.
Comes with ladders .Exceptional to drive. A truly
outstanding Minor Van. MOT tested for one year and ready
to go. Just look at it! Delivery arranged................£18,950

Genuine Original

ER Post Box/Pillar

Box No cracks.

Complete with

internal basket

and new lock.

Lovely period

piece. Look great

at home or

business, great

talking point,

Delivery arranged

£2,995

Gucci 5500 Series Stainless Steel Men's Wrist Watch Polished-
brushed stainless steel case and bracelet. Brown dial, silver tone hour,
minute, & second hand, silver tone line hour, date function at 3:00.
Water Resistant. Swiss Quartz Movement. Push button. Fold over
clasp. Model Number: YA055215. Case diameter: 38mm.
Case thickness: 7mm. Bracelet width 18mm. Comes boxed. Secure
delivery arranged .............................................................................£495

Automobile Shop On Site – www.spinning-wheel.net

Watch For Sale

TRADE MEMBER

2017

SNOWDENS OF HARROGATE
MG SPECIALISTS FOR OVER 30 YEARS
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Harrogate 01423 502406
www.snowdensmgs.com

1960
Austin Healey

Sprite
Old English White,

Excellent.
£17,950
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Long live the Morris Minor! Lord 
Nuffield hated it, his company 
neglected it and nurse Gladys 

Emmanuel stereotyped it, but the Morris 
Minor enjoyed an incredible 23-year 
production run. Minors make sense; when 
somebody as discerning as Dave Richards 
says that this Morris is ‘all you need’, then 
take notice. 

Richards is the ex-rally co-driver who 
made Subaru Imprezas sexy as well as 
successful, helped Honda return to F1 and 
owns Aston Martin. Yet, despite having the 
pick of any new DB, he prefers his humble 
Morris for pottering around. Richards has 
discovered what Morris Minor fans have 
known for decades; that this utterly 
orthodox car still makes a superb classic 
runabout that’s as pleasing to use as it is 
practical. What’s more, they are super easy 
to run and maintain and become more than 
just transport but a part of the family.

HISTORY
1948 Codenamed Mosquito series MM, 
otherwise known as the low-light, due to 
the headlamps being mounted low down in 
the grille is announced, available as a 
two-door saloon, or a convertible named 
Tourer. Designed for a flat-four engine, the 

suspension features and usually wide track 
that’s retained when a conventional Morris 
sidevalve engine is used instead.
1952/3 Series II is introduced with main 
change being a  30bhp A-Series overhead-
valve engine. Estate called the Traveller 
débuts in 1953 (interestingly it’s said that 
despite being a hugely popular model, 
Morris never made money on it due to its 
specialist part wood build that added 25 
per cent to production costs…). 
1956/7 Major changes saw launch of 
Minor 1000, with the engine upped from 
803cc to 948cc, and the deletion of the 
quirky split windscreen design (originally 
done to save money). Also, the rear wings 
were made deeper and a new front swivel 
set up was fitted to the suspension. A year 
later, fuel tank capacity was enlarged and 
the Tourer’s hood became canvas.
1958/9 Rear suspension spring leaves are 
reduced from seven to five to improve ride 
quality. Also, the rear wings were made 
deeper and a new front swivel set up was 
fitted to the front suspension. Wider 
opening doors, more front foot space are 
some of the improvements a year later.
1961 Lilac-painted Million (pic) was built to 
celebrate a million Minors being produced, 
only 3550 were officially made, so watch for 

fakes! Around this time, some Minors 
(chiefly Travellers and commercials) were 
produced at the MG factory in Abingdon 
(which was having a strangely slack time 
despite the Midget coming on stream).
1962 Most major and final revise sees the 
48bhp 1098cc A-Series engine adopted 
linked to a closer ratio gearbox with larger 
brakes stopping it. Proper flashing 
indicators replacing the original antiquated 
semaphore design now featured.
1965 Some character dialled out with the 
deletion of a separate starter knob, a switch 
from gold to black paint for the speedo and 
the loss of the metal-sprung steering wheel, 
but the boot became self supporting  and 
the ‘clap hands’ wipers repositioned (in ’63). 
1971 Apart from yet another air cleaner 
design (several were tried throughout the 
car’s life), a fresh air heater introduced, and 
the ‘clap hands’ wipers now made 
conventionally parallel, the Minor remained 
little changed until production ceased in 
1971, to make way for the not dissimilar 
Marina range. Total Minor production was 
1,619,958 with no less than 480,825 
versions of the 1000 rolled off the lines, 
108,000 of which were Travellers. The 
commercial range of vans and pick-ups 
(some oddly badged as Austins) survived 

The British Beetle remains a great  
classic that’s ideal for students  
and pensioners alike. Super easy to 
own and run with as much smiles per 
mile than any Ferrari but you must 
avoid the many rot boxes around…

GOLD
MINOR
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another year, while the car lingered in New 
Zealand for a few years longer.

DRIVING AND  
PRESS COMMENTS
Charming is the best word to describe the 
Minor. Of course, for something that’s 
nearly 70 years old there’s only so much 
you can expect dynamically but tearing 
around in one is hardly the point of owning 
this Morris and, besides, there’s wide scope 
for upgrading the car – as many do – to 
make a Minor more acceptable for modern 
roads. Areas like the brakes and suspension 
are worth improving, and with off-the-shelf 
kits so easy to source, there’s no reason not 
to, nor enhancing refinement and creature 
comforts – it’s all down to your taste and 
budget. Try a modded Minor, if you can, as 
if well done they are a hoot to drive.

Unless you’re a bit of a Minor purist, a 
mid-50’s model is minimum Minor as the 
948cc engine provides anything like 
remotely decent performance. It is also the 
sweetest of them all but the later 1098cc 
has more pull although nothing beats a well 
done 1275cc conversion. 

The Morris’ road manners were a pure 
revelation in 1948, and are still a pleasure 
today. The rack and pinion steering is so 

light and precise it’s untrue even today and 
the torsion bar independent front 
suspension is also a delightful piece of 
design, even if the leaf-sprung live rear axle 
is somewhat cruder and liable to tramp, 
especially on tuned cars. 

Rear seat passengers can travel in 
relative comfort, thanks to the placing of 
their bench seat ahead of the rear axle. On 
rough roads, the back end can hop around 
if driven hard through the corners, but it is 
generally easy to catch and correct. With so 
much glass and slim pillars, the all round 
visibility is excellent.

The press’ view of the car tapered off as 
the years rolled on. When it first appeared 
the Minor turned the small car market on its 
head and it was an innovative as the Mini 
that Alec Issigonis also designed a decade 
later. Here was a machine that was more 
spacious than most rivals, and quick enough 
at the time. When the split-screen variant 
gave way to the Minor 1000 in 1956, Motor 
was even more enthusiastic, claiming that 
“The Nuffield engineers have produced an 
outstanding little vehicle… The little car 
feels from the start like a thoroughbred. The 
rack and pinion steering is beautifully light 
and precise. The suspension is firm at 
speed but the ride is never harsh. The 

THE FACTS

GOOD BUY OR GOOD-BYE?
More than a car, they are a way of life

n Fast Best model?  Tourers (convertibles)
n Worst model?  Early sidevalvers
n Budget buy?  1000 four-door
n OK for unleaded?:  No, needs converting/additive
n Will it fit in the garage? L 3759 x W 1549mm
n Spares situation?  Excellent and keenly priced, too
n DIY ease?  As simple as an old push bike
n Club support  As good as you will find anywhere
n Appreciating asset? Only the top ones

n It doesn’t matter how good a Minor looks on the 
surface – there's a good chance it'll be hiding major 
structural corrosion somewhere, because they rot 
from the inside out. Also it doesn’t really matter how 
good the car appears elsewhere, if the car's structure 
is shot it’s usually fit for parts only.
n Thanks to excellent panel availability, if the outer 
panels look a bit ropey you needn't be too concerned 
about sourcing replacements, although the cost will 
add up if a lot of work is needed. If it looks tatty on 
the outside, there’s a good chance the monocoque to 
which they bolt is in need of some serious TLC …
n The Traveller’s woodwork is structural; it's not 
possible to patch it up or do a section at a time. That 
means doing the whole lot in one go, which costs 
around £2500, which is similar to cost of a proper 
central cross member and sill repair.
n The rear spring hangers are one of the most 
important things to look at because repair is so 
complicated. A lasting repair can take up to a day 
for each side (£300), but the whole underside 
needs close inspection – especially the rear chassis 
extensions and front chassis legs. In the latter case 
these extend either side of the engine and have a 
habit of rusting from the inside out. Once you can 
see rot it's time for the whole leg to be replaced.
n Cover panels on the underside of the floorpan were 
popular in the 1980s – great for hiding problems but 
not so good at solving them. These will probably have 
been replaced by now – if not, whatever original metal 
was behind them will probably have rotted away. 
n Other common rot spots include the sills and doors, 
the latter rotting along the bottom edge and across 
the underside. Finding original replacement doors is 
difficult, although they can be rebuilt because good 
quality repair panels are available. Vans, pick-ups and 
four-door saloons used the same doors as each other 
while a different version was fitted to Tourers, and 
Travellers. New Heritage wings cost £250.
n It's possible to buy a kit to convert a two-door 
saloon into a drop-top. Done properly, there's no huge 
cause for concern, but not all cars are converted 
safely and sometimes such hybrids are palmed off 
as genuine cars – and priced accordingly!

BODY AND CHASSIS

WHAT TO LOOK FOR

CLASSICCARS4SALE.NET

FOR MORE ADVICE AND 
REVIEWS VISIT OUR WEBSITE
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With its all-round independent suspension, choice 
of saloon, coupé, estate or convertible body styles 
there’s a Herald for everyone. Early 948cc cars are 
breathless (and rare) but later Heralds with 1147cc 
or 1296cc four-pots are more usable, especially if 
they’ve had an overdrive conversion. 

TRIUMPH HERALD

After the 100E that came before, the 105E was a 
revelation with its bold styling and overhead-valve 
engine that was easy to tune. It still is, so squeezing 
a few extra horses out of it is simplicity itself, and as 
with the Minor there’s an estate option so practicality 
is on the menu – if you can find one that is. 

FORD ANGLIA 105E

If you want an Austin with the period charm of the 
Minor you’re better off tracking down the Minor-
based Riley 1.5 or Wolseley 1500. The later 1100 
and 1300 were up against the Minor in its dotage 
and being more modern these cars are more usable 
with a roomy cabin plus a brilliant ride and handling. 

AUSTIN 1100/1300

THREE OF A KIND

n It's not so much that there's a lot to check on a 
Minor or that it is unreliable but to do the car justice, 
if you want comprehensive advice on vetting a car 
then visit our website (see below). We’d certainly 
advise on contacting an owners club and having a 
chat as they know where the best cars lurk and we’d 
drive a few to gain a datum – standard and modified.
n  There’s a veritable cottage industry in Morris Minor 
specialists and this includes companies which can 
make you a ‘new’ one to your spec which may prove 
to be the best policy if you intend to keep yours for 
a long time. Charles Ware is perhaps the best known 
for this (www.morrisminor.org.uk), the breadth of 
improvements and bespoke builds are amazing – you 
really can make a Morris Minor to suit you!

n Although the sidevalve engine is reliable enough 
sharing much with the Morris Eight Series E, the 
918cc unit’s condition can suffer as a result of owners 
not knowing how to maintain the engine properly. 
Exhaust valves burn out as a result of incorrect tappet 
adjustment because they’re not easy to set correctly. 
n  The next engine fitted was the 803cc version of 
the A-series. Unless you’re happy to amble along 
at pedestrian speeds these units are best avoided, 
although if the powerplant is tired it could be the 
perfect chance to drop in a larger unit.
n The first of the really usable engines was fitted 
to post-1956 cars, in the form of the 948cc A-series 
unit. Incredibly durable and reliable, these motors will 
rack up 150,000 miles quite happily if looked after 
and are the sweetest runners of the three A-series 
capacities used. 
n When an A-Series does start to wear out the 
first signs will be exhaust smoke under power, noisy 
tappets and reduced performance. There may also be 
big-end knocks when the engine is started, timing 
chain rattle and an oil light that’s slow to go out 
because of the reduced oil pressure. They’re an easy 
engine to repair and inexpensive to replace.

GENERAL

ENGINE

WHAT TO LOOK FOR

There’s lots of publications to help (left); 
Millionth Minor (main pic) carries a premium 
but there are fakes around so check with 
owners club; really, it is debatable whether 
they’re worth their added expense, we reckon
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MORRIS MINOR

brakes are fully up to the performance 
potential, and a deliberate attempt to induce 
fade on a three-mile descent proved 
fruitless”. You may think differently now.

 Autocar was similarly enthusiastic, 
especially with the new 948cc engine 
installed along with the car’s handling, 
roadholding and steering which it hailed 
was, “superior to those of any compatible 
small family car”, a point it emphasised by 
adding that testers covered 57miles in 68 
minutes of night time driving! Comfort and 
refining was considered good although the 
fruity, farty exhaust note on the overrun was 
duly noted – though not in such terms…

A refresher test in 1961 saw the same 
magazine pointedly remark that with the 
influx of new designs “It is easy to forget 
how remarkably good is the Morris Minor 
1000 as current small car choice” and still 

regarded the maturing Morris as “a strong 
contender” as the best car in its class.

However, the Minor quickly faded away 
and when Morris slotted in a 1098cc 
engine what was fascinating was how 
Motor’s testers had hardened their attitudes 
towards the car; it was obvious that this 
lightly revised design was rather long in the 
tooth. No longer was the mag impressed by 
the Minor’s visibility, packaging, driving 
position, ergonomics and handling. But at 
least they still loved the Minor’s steering, 
gear change and more eager performance 
with its new, bigger engine.

VALUES AND MARKETPLACE
The most desirable (and practical) Minors 
are the 1000 Traveller and Tourer versions 
where mint examples will set you back 
around £7000 easily and truly concours 

ones (or a Charles Ware special) often sell 
for five figures easily. Between £2500 and 
£5500 appears to be the typical outlay for 
a decent and pretty presentable runner 
that’s not a liability. 

Modded Minors may carry a slight price 
premium depending on what's been done 
and it’s rare to find a totally standard car 
because they are easy to improve plus, nine 
times out of ten, they are worthwhile 
deviations from standard – such as a disc 
brake conversion, for instance.

Charles Ware’s Morris Minor Centre 
says 1000s make great daily drivers and 
adds around 70 per cent are used as 
second cars. It recommends a post ’63 
model (proper key start, improved heater) 
with a Marina-based front disc brake 
conversion as an ideal runaround. Most folk 
go for the versatile Traveller, with the 

Simple interior is easy 
and cheap to refurb and 
kits are available; later 
cars lost glove box lids 
and snazzy steering wheel

Middle pic: watch for converted 
saloons and even some official 
convertibles are beyond saving. 
Right: great club and social 
scene comes with the badge            
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“There’s a Minor to 
suit all tastes and 
pockets plus they 

quickly become part 
of the family!”
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CLASSIC CARS FOR SALE

CLASSICCARS4SALE.NET

FOR MORE ADVICE AND 
REVIEWS VISIT OUR WEBSITE
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MORRIS MINOR

n  The only model that has reasonably good gearbox 
parts supply is the 1098cc car, with the 803cc and 
948cc versions having very patchy availability; even 
the casings were different. 
n The rear axle and propshaft are reliable, but at 
some point the diff will wear out. You can tell that 
replacement is imminent if it gets noisy when you 
lift off once up to speed, so expect to pay £350 for 
a rebuilt unit; a recon gearbox is more like £500.
n Trunnions and swivel pins at the front wear out 
unless they’re greased at least every 3000 miles 
or three months – although twice as often as this, 
if possible, is desirable. If they’re allowed to wear 
enough the swivel pin will pull out of the trunnion 
altogether, although this will probably only happen at 
parking speeds when the loading on the suspension 
is at its highest. But with a new kingpin leg including 
both top and bottom trunnions costing well under 
£100, it’s not the end of the world.
n The rear suspension is primitive but easy to service. 
It’s worth checking that the leaf springs are in good 
order – especially front mounting. If you do decide to 
convert the front suspension to telescopic dampers, 
for which you’ll expect to fork out £75 per side; it’s 
also worth fitting an anti-roll bar as well.
n The brake master cylinder lives inside the chassis 
rail, and the front suspension has to be partly 
dismantled to get at it. Consequently, it suffers 
neglect because it’s out of sight it’s also usually out 
of mind. But swapping old for new isn’t a problem and 
at just £50 for a new unit it’s not a costly exercise. 
If a disc conversion has been carried out, was it a 
kit or a DIY hotch-potch of parts?

RUNNING GEAR

WHAT TO LOOK FOR

convertible the next popular pick due to its 
style plus the fact that it’s a compact four-
seater rag top. Mark Havard of Canterbury 
Convertibles (01227 720306) says, like 
MGBs, prices only rise steadily so they 
can’t drop as a consequence and make 
good daily drivers although adds many who 
own one aren’t necessarily enthusiasts 
either. With some 35 years experience, 
Havard advises buying the best from the 
outset and while convertible conversions 
can be okay says, as with antiques, why buy 
a fake when you can own the real thing! 

IMPROVEMENTS
It’s rumoured that during the same time 
certain models were being made at the 
famous MG plant a ‘Minor GT’ was half-
heartedly considered using Midget power. It 
never happened of course but there’s lot 
you can do to make one for modern use, 
such as Midget power.

If you’re not too worried about originality 
it’s worth fitting a 1275cc powerplant, as it 
just slots into the engine bay, single carb for 
original looks or in full Midget tune. You can, 
of course, tune the smaller engines with 
higher performance heads and cams but 
the 1275cc engine is better, gives the same 

performance lift in an easier manner and 
doesn’t affect insurance loadings as it’s now 
an accepted upgrade. 

Drum brakes, if in good condition with 
harder linings (try the new Mintex Classic 
range) the system is quite okay for the job 
but a servo may help with pedal loads. In 
fact, Havard says discs are a “waste of 
money” for many drivers. However, it’s worth 
trying a car with disc brakes at the front to 
see how you like them.

Gearbox parts can be hard to obtain so 
you may need to use a Midget unit. Some 
get round this as well as their inherent 
weakness  by fitting a Ford Type 9 unit; as 
this offers five gears with good intermediate 
ratios (Vitesse is developing a Mazda MX-5 
’box – see News-ed). Such conversions are 
very popular – even if it does intrude on floor 
space – as it gives the car the ability to 
cruise happily at 70mph but is only effective 
if the engine is tuned to around 60bhp to 
pull that ratio – another reason for a 1275cc 
swap. A cheaper alternative is to use a taller 
axle ratio from a Midget. 

Just £314 buys a full Spax telescopic 
damper conversion kit from ESM Minor. 
Polybush the front end for £116 and these 
upgrades will take care of the suspension. 

The primitive nature of the electrical 
system also doesn’t lend itself to modern 
driving conditions, so it’s worth converting 
to an alternator for £60 if anticipating 
using the car more frequently, as well as 
fitting halogen headlamps (£40), two 
speed wipers (£112), and an electric 
screen washer system (£30). If you intend 
to have such upgrades perhaps a new 
wiring loom at £100 is also a pretty wise 
investment. Even if you don’t want to mod 
your Morris, fitting electronic ignition (£30) 
has to be a good thing. One particular 
priceless ‘improvement’ is your lifestyle 
thanks to a brilliant club and show scene! 

VERDICT
Minors are more than merely cars, they 
become part of the family so be warned – 
one will quickly worm its way into your 
heart and household. They are so practical 
and pragmatic and yet always fun too that, 
with suitable upgrades, turns one into a 
viable urban daily driver. Easy to own and 
maintain with fantastic specialist and club 
support, there’s well over 5000 still around 
so take your time when making the not so 
minor decision to own one. Just don’t get a 
cheap but rusty one warn the experts.

Great accessibility and 
A-Series engine is easy to 
fix; if originality not critical, 
1275 unit makes car easier 
to mix it on today’s roads

Travellers make great 
family workhorses; only 
weak point is structural 
wooden frame which 
needs professional help
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CANTERBURY CONVERTIBLES

Probably the BEST and largest supplier of
genuine Morris Minor Convertibles in the world.

Established for 34 years.

Good value examples from £4,500-£16,500.

Full after sales service facilities.
Convertibles required.

Tel: Canterbury Convertibles on
01227 720306 or 07860 232 232

www.morrisminorconvertible.co.uk
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★ Free subscription to the
Club’s bi-monthly
Magazine

★ Discounted Car Insurance
★ Technical Advice
★ Branches Nationwide
★ A full Calendar of Events
★ Extensive Parts service
Ownership of a vehicle is not a
requirement of membership to the
Club
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TRAVELLER TIMBERS
Specialist Manufactures of Morris Minor Traveller Woodwork

Tel: +44 (0) 1482 846787
Email: info@travellertimbers.co.uk
Website: www.travellertimbers.co.uk

•  Quality Ash wood frames

•  Wood fitting and repairs

•  Fully refurbished cars
for sale

•  Welding and bodywork
repairs and respray

•  Interior refurbishment

With 30 years experience in the MORRIS MINOR
trade we offer a wide range of quality items at prices
you can afford with a fast reliable mail order service.

HOT DEALS
Top Quality Carpet Sets 948/1098cc
Red/Blue/Green/Black ................£87.00
Lucas boxed Points / Condenser / Rotor 
...........................................£2.40 each
Tie Bar / Top Trunnion / Rear Shackle /
Polyurethane bush all.....................£1.50
Clip on ¼ light mirrors......................£18.00
Pattern Clutch Kits 803 / 948 all ..£72.00
Engine service kit.........................£18.80
Brake shoe sets ..............£12.00 all types

Electronic fuel pumps ....................£54.00
Lockheed Master Cylinders...........£60.00
Stainless Steel Headlamp Peaks
.........................................£10.00 a pair
Rear Axle Bump Stops ...................£5.00
Black plastic push door draught excluder
...................................................£12.00
Handbrake Cable ..................£6.00 each
Front Pattern Wheel Cylinders £7.50 each
Rear Pattern Wheel Cylinder ..........£9.60

34 Tyning Road, Winsley, Bradford on Avon, 
Wiltshire BA15 2JL, England 

Home Tel: 01225 868799 • Mobile: 07733 008666 
Email: andreweggleton363@gmail.com

MORRIS MINOR PARTS

Prices include 20% VAT

Visit our new 
online shop now open

www.morrisminorspareparts.com

MORRIS MINOR PARTS
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VAT NO GB 988 0565 67

SEARCH
A HUGE ARCHIVE

OF REVIEWS
& BUYING

ADVICE
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1966 Morris Minor Traveller
Owned by a Morris Minor Owners Club member,

meticulously maintained, great history file. 2 keepers since
1966. Perfect Ash frame in Yacht varnish. Gleaming Black,

body in good order, underside in good order; no rust or rot.
Cherokee Red interior in very good order, seat covers, cards

and carpets complement the Jet Black exterior. £12,495

WRCC SPECIALISE IN THE SALE, SERVICE, REPAIR AND RESTORATION OF BMC VEHICLE’S.
WE BUILD BESPOKE MORRIS MINORS TO CLIENT ORDER

STANDARD AND MODIFIED

FOR CAR SALES AND PARTS TELEPHONE 01422 881 221

West Riding Classic Cars Ltd, Unit 16, Brearley Trading Estate,
Brearley Lane, Luddenden Foot, Halifax, West Yorks,

Tel: 01422 881 221 Email: enquiries@westridingclassics.co.uk

www.westridingclassics.co.uk

1961 Morris Minor 4 Door Saloon
Reconditioned wheels, front seats reconditioned

using Newton Commercial original pattern Leather.
New high quality Red carpet to compliment Red

Leather seats. Upgraded unleaded 1098cc engine.
Will be fully serviced incl. overhaul of brakes, clutch

& head gasket. £6,995

1966 Morris Minor Traveller
Excellent Ash frame, stripped and

treated. Clean Bodywork and
Chrome, no rust or blemishes.

Reconditioned wheels and front
seats, new carpets, head liner, rear

cards, rear boot liner. £12,995

1967 Morris Minor 2 Door Saloon
Rare Dove Grey, recent bare metal
respray, bodywork and underside

in excellent condition, no rust, very
good chrome work. Original seats,

nice patina & carpets. £7,495

1964 Morris Minor 1000 Traveller
Almond Green, New front wings, reconditioned

Grille and Wheels, new Rubbers and Chrome. New
interior Ash trims, headliner, door and rear cards,
glovebox/boot liners and carpets. Free Waxoyle or

Underseal protection. Strong 1098cc A series
engine, Dynamo replaced with Alternator. £12,895

1971 WRCC ‘Duo Tone’ Travellers (B.T.O.)
Austin/Morris Pearl Night Fire Red with Pearl Panther Black roof.

Engine bay painted in Night fire and detailed to show standard. New
15” Revolite Wheels, Tyres, colour coded sun visor and S/S sill set.
New back doors, interior trims, finished with 3 coats of Danish oil.
S/S exhaust, servo assisted brakes. Red carpet, headlining. £14,495

1961 Morris Minor 2 Door Saloon
Fully welded from one end to the other, new floors,
sills, inner wings. Upgraded to 1098cc A series and
ribbed case box. Smooth transmission, upgraded 
with alternator, servo and electric screen wash.

Refurbished interior; front seats, new carpets, door
cards & kick panels, Banjo wheel. £7,650

1966 Morris Minor Tourer
Newly resprayed in original Trafalgar Blue, new wings front & back.

Stainless steel sill finishers, new chrome bumper blades, ever flex hood,
4 reconditioned wheels, brand new quality Tyres. New carpets, door

cards & pulls, reconditioned front seats. Good underside, no rust or rot,
will be finished either in Waxoyle or Schutz protector. Newly refurbished

rear springs, new poly bush kit, 1098cc A series engine. £11,375

1968 Morris Minor 2 Door Saloon
Rose Taupe paintwork, no rust or blemishes, 

2 new front wings, solid underside, rear inner
wings, spring hangers and chassis legs all in
good order. Reconditioned 1098cc A series

engine runs smoothly. Original interior shows
some signs of wear, no rips or tears. £5,895
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TEL: 01642 723400
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THE NORTHS LEADING
STOCKIST OF MORRIS

MINOR PARTS
Comprehensive parts/price list

FOC on request.

Nationwide mail order
with rapid personal attention.
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TEL: 01642 723400
e-mail: enquiries@tomroy.co.uk

Partners: Chris & Yvonne Bransby
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SCOTLAND

Tel:                01896           830232
TRAQUAIR ROAD GARAGE, TRAQUAIR ROAD, INNERLEITHEN,

PEEBLESSHIRE EH44 6PD

• Mechanical • Bodywork • Welding • MoT’s • New and Secondhand Parts
• Free Inspection, advice and sympathy

CM08.17/A105/f
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Bowron Motorcare is a family run business owned by Bob and Jane Bowron who
have been involved in Classic Car Restoration for over 40 years. Bob is still very

enthusiastic and knowledgable about all types and makes of classic cars.

● Full/part restoration ● Insurance Repairs ● Panel beating ● Tig welding ● Storage
● Paint spraying  ● Machine polishing ● Mechanical repairs ● Chroming ● Trimming

£1
9,7
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£4
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PLEASE MENTION

when responding to
advertisements
when responding to
advertisements
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www.iconic-creations.com

www.mgmecca.co.uk
Tel: 01953 717618
Fax: 01953 717850

East Harling
Norwich, Norfolk
NR16 2TW
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1978 MGB
Roadster

Flame Red, Black/red
Leather trim. Power
steering, makes car
very light to park

and drive. O/drive.
Sports leather seats,
w/wheels (new) s/s

boot rack, K&N
filters, Revotech

cooling, s/s exhaust.
Superb body order,

very tidy engine bay,
boot carpets,

tonneau, super car
ready for summer

fun. £9,995

1955 MG TF 1500 Ivory (Old English White)
Red trim, tan hood/tonneau. Original R/H/D car (not converted).

Immaculate restored car. Immaculate underneath. Hard to find 
a better example. Super door fit. Chrome new or replated. 

Superb example of most desirable MG TF. £35,995

1967 MGB 
GT V8

BRG, Biscuit/
green leather trim.
Fully restored last
nut & bolt 5 years
ago. Professionally

converted to V8
spec, no expense
spared. Webasto
roof. Moto Lita

wheel. 15"
minilites. Fast

touring car. Rare
early GT. Superb!

£23,995

MGC Roadster
Snowberry White
with wire wheels

in grey-silver.
Rebuild work by
MG Motorsport
completed 6-7

years ago. Lots of
other work by MG

Mecca. Chrome
luggage rack;

moto-Lita steering
wheel; soft black

leather seats,
white piping,
black hood,

battery cut off.
£34,995

1967 MGB
ROADSTER
Nightfire Red,
w/w, o/drive,

leather trim, full
wood dash.

Excellent restored
car, s/s boot rack,

boot carpets,
tonneau. Getting
rarer by the year.

£11,995

1968 MGC GT
Mineral Blue, Black leather trim, blue
pipe. Restored car in superb condition,

nice engine bay, original steering
wheel, minilites. Superb classic sports
touring car with the desirable o/drive
for long distance. Great investment.

£18,995

1971 MGB
Roadster

Teal Blue, Autumn Leaf trim.
Excellent interior. New seats

and carpets. Moto Lita wheel,
s/s sports exhaust, alloy rocker

cover, K&N filters, servo. 
£8,995

1975 MGB Roadster
Black, Autumn Leaf trim. Bare shell
rebuild, with photos, about 10 years

ago and still excellent. All new
chrome. Super condition. Recent
retrim. Wood dash and console.

Lovely gleaming black MGB ready
for summer fun! £10,995

1978 MGB ROADSTER
Black, black/red trim, Osselli 2L
u/l fst rd engine, leather seats,
Antique red carpets, burgundy

mohair hood, Motolita wheel, all
new chrome, superb looking car,

restored body and paint. Fast
classic fun. £11,995

1969 MGB GT
BRG, black trim. Retrimmed
leather seats. O/Drive, w/w,
lovely spec car and the best
year for MGB 68-69. Recent
re-commission, over £9,000

spent. Super classic GT. 
£8,995

1971 MGB
ROADSTER BRG

Black trim, w/w, s/s boot rack, older
restoration, totally solid. Paint OK

but has some orange peel and micro
blistering, car looks great, drives

superbly, o/drive, new u/l engine.
Fantastic value. £5,995

1960 MGA
COUPE

Iris Blue, blue
leather trim, arm

rest. Fully restored
from bare shell,

rechromed, all new
trim, bare shell

repaint. New wings.
Boot carpets, boot

rack. Unleaded
rebuilt engine. 5
speed gearbox

conversion. Superb
car, last owner
since 1973! 
£32,500
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C H R O M E B U M P E R M G  S P E C I A L I S T S

An MG owner for 30 years offers a friendly and professional service.
Viewing by appointment - 6 days a week

FREEPHONE: 08000 55 61 55 • MOBILE: 07990 977197
Check out our NEW website www.croydonclassics.com
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Weoffer our MG’sat competitiveprices - simplycompare us tothe rest

One of

the largest

selections of

chrome bumper

MG’s in the

South East.

CROYDON CLASSICS
As featured on Channel 4’s “Deals on Wheels”

GOOD/RESTORED EXAMPLES ALWAYS WANTED/SOLD

MG B Roadster, 1966, Restored bodywork,
British Racing Green, O/D, Chrome Wire
Wheels, Restored professionally 1993 on
Californian shell, Waxoiled ever since, remains
rust free. Only 10k miles since total body
restoration with photographic record and
invoices. £10,500

MG B GT, 1972, Harvest Gold, O/D,
Chrome wire wheels, Sunroof. Generally in
good condition, could do with
a respray to make pristine. Engine
compartment rust free. Webasto sunroof,
like new interior. £6,500

WORK SHOP FACILITIES:
● Mechanical Servicing /Repairs

● Body Restoration & Resprays

● Welding to MOT standard

● Trimming/Carpet fitting

● Hood fitting
● Walnut dashboards
● RHD/LHD conversions
● Rubber to Chrome bumper

conversion

● Wire wheel conversions

● New & Secondhand parts

● Delivery/Collection 

● Storage Facilities

MG B Roadster, 1968, Stunning Tahiti Blue,
O/D, Tan interior piped in Blue. Body
Restoration. New front and rear wings, new
sills. Rebuilt unleaded engine. Matching works
style hardtop and Navy Blue mohair soft top

£15,000

MGF, 1996, British Racing Green, lovely
example. Tan Leather interior, very good
condition Mohair Hood. 51k miles from new.

£1,400

MG B Roadster, 1970, Restored bodywork,
Tartan Red, O/D, Wire wheels. Just arrived in
restored condition ready for the summer.
Loads of service history and record of body
restoration. £10,500

MG B Roadster, 1978 Tartan Red,
Overdrive. RHD. Body in restored condition
with no rust on the panels, paintwork is in
lovely condition, and gaps are all nice.
Recent reconditioned unleaded engine
fitted, new chrome wire wheels, new
Mohair style hood. £10,500

MG B Roadster, 1974, White, O/D, Tan Leather
interior, Restored MGB Roadster. Thousands
spent on mechanical upgrades, including
coilover front suspension and parabolic rear
springs. £11,500

MG TF 135, 2003, Trophy Yellow, 52k miles
from new with History, 1.8 Engine. Very good
condition throughout. £1,600

MG B GT, 1972, British Racing Green, O/D,
Alloy wheels. Body restored to excellent level,
lovely paintwork, rust free engine compartment.
Black interior, Minilite style alloy wheels. 30
years history and MOT's. £8,500

MG B GT, 1971. Blue, Lotus 7 specification.
Professionally modified by Roy Simmons
Engineering who specialise in building and
preparing racing motorcycles and cars, 
KSeries 1800cc Caterham Engine, 16V 
Twin Cam, Coilover Springs, 5 Speed Ford
gearbox. £9,500

Austin Healey Sprite, 1971, LHD, 1275cc
engine, last year that Austin Healey produced
the Sprite. UK car professionally converted to
LHD. Complete bare metal respray 2015, New
sills and front wings, hood, chrome work,
radiator and alloy Minilite style wheels.£7,500

MG B GT, 1974, Midnight Blue, O/D, new
Chrome Wire Wheels, full bare body metal
Restoration 2017. Fully rebuilt unleaded
engine, less than 500 miles. Black interior
piped in Red. Stunning paintwork, new
Chrome Work. £10,500

MG B Roadster, 1972, Heritage Shell. White,
New Chrome Wire wheels, O/D. Photographic
record of Rebuild, rust free Engine
compartment, Waxoiled. Low mileage since
rebuild. Black Leather interior, Walnut dash,
elec windows & ignition. New Red Mohair style
hood. £14,500

MG B GT, 1974, Flame Red, Wire wheels,
Leather. Body restored with new inner and
outer sills, new complete floor pans, new
front & rear wings, full bare metal respray.
Rebuilt unleaded engine, New exhaust and
many other replacements. Elec ignition,
New Navy interior & carpet. £9,500

MG B GT, 1971, Diamond White,
Overdrive, Wire wheels, Bare metal
respray completed 2016. 30 years service
history and record of body rebuild/
restoration. £8,000

MG B GT V8, 1975, Orange, manual.
Heritage certificate – Road Tax Free V8
driving. 3,500 miles since its restoration.
Harnesses FIA (2010), additional headlight,
footrests copilot Sparco (2010). Fitted with
black leather seats and standard V8
interior. SHOW CONDITION! £22,500
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TEST DRIVE

When asked to think of an old MG, most think instantly 
of the MGB, the doyen of the classic car scene, built 
for 18 years and revered for several decades. Yet its 

predecessor was (whisper it) the more advanced car. And with 
less than six per cent of production staying in Britain, the MGA 
was proportionally Britain’s most exported car in history, bringing 
in much-needed foreign currencies for the nation’s coffers.

And yet the MGA nearly never happened. Following the 
launch of the Austin-Healey, Leonard Lord was reluctant to sign 
off any new streamlined sports cars, preferring to stick with the 
outmoded T-series. Flagging sales saw him change his mind –
and soon the big Healey was taken upmarket to make room for 
the newcomer.  

Overshadowed in the public eye by the simpler and cheaper 
B which followed, the MGA was one of the finest sports cars of 
its era. And that concept has endured – the MGA makes an 
awful lot of sense today 62 years since its  launch.

ON THE MOVE 
The MGA is picture-postcard beautiful; svelte wings becoming 
hips over the rear arches, clean lines unfettered by addons or 
even door-handles (on the drophead), dainty detailing and a 
good stance. Even if this car is cramped and terrible to drive, you 
want it just for the way it looks – it’s soft, bordering on the 
feminine and yet very definitely a ‘blokes’ car to the core. The 
Twin-Cam and Deluxe models on Dunlop steel wheels look even 
better – the wheels lend the MGA more than a hint of road-going 
shortnose D Type, even if the origins are somewhat more humble. 

The cabin’s tight for the tall, but even six footers will fit. It’s a 
strict two seater though – forget any notion of getting people in 
the back of a Coupé. But once in there it’s comfortable and the 
dash is clearly laid out. Big speedo, big revcounter, and smaller 
gauges to deal with fuel and other vital info. Early cars had 
painted dashboards while later, plusher models could be had 
with a dash trimmed to match the interior. The banjo-spokes on 
the wheel are more evocative than any wood-rimmed Mota-Lita. 
Even the MG badging on the radio blanking panel looks right – it 
sets you up for a truly special experience. 

Start up and the raucous BMC  B-series almost feels out of 
place – the swish lines almost set you up to expect a silken six 
pot. But what the B lacks in aural smoothness it makes up for in 
torque; there’s always plenty of grunt right when you need it to 
be there. Visibility is excellent, even in the Coupé – the wrap-
round rear window means slim pillars and scarcely any blind 

Why has the MGA endured as the 
archetypal 1950’s sports car?
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MGA

spots. It’s harder in a roadster with the 
hood up, but few roadsters have good 
visibility with the roof up – we can’t 
criticise the MGA for this. 

While the tetchy Twin Cam is much 
faster, we’d prefer a standard 1600 
DeLuxe in practice – cheaper, and in all 
honesty it’s just as amusing on a B road 
even if performance is at best lively but, 
at least, it can be tweaked easily enough.

ROUND THE CORNERS 
If you think an MGB handles ok, you’ll be 
astounded by the MGA. It’s far nimbler – 
less a grand tourer and more a sports car 
in the traditional mould. And yet it’s not 
remotely twitchy, like the smaller Midget 
model. You find it flows from bend to bend, 
riding a wave of torque from its lumpy B 
series. It’s not perfect – but that combined 
with just how good it is manages to 
reassure you about your own ability. 

Car and Driver magazine, prominent 
in the MGA’s target market of America, 
adored the car for feeling like a thorough 
update of what it was to be an MG – 
rather than a wholly new experience.   
“In spite of all the changes and 
improvements, you have only to drive the 
‘A’ round the block to recognise its old 
MG character.” It also praised the car for 
being a genuine 100mph rival to cars like 
the Porsche 356 Speedster and Alfa 
Giulietta Sprint. Its quick steering was 
praised, as was its short throw 
gearchange and good clutch. Testers 
were less keen on the ride though – 
which in 2017 feels even firmer than the 
contemporary testers would suggest, but 
this means you can feel every bit of the 
surface beneath you. You’re never in 
doubt as to what it’s doing. 

Sports Car Illustrated liked the driving 
position, but found the seats lacked 
upper body support. And ultimately, the 
reaction from buyers matched the hype 
from the mags – demand always 
outstripped supply in America. That’s 
how the MGA ought to be seen today. 
Everything that made sense in the late 
1950s still makes sense – it remains a 
cracking sports car that makes you feel 
great, and if it’s a little firm, so be it. It all 
adds to the fun that you simply don’t get 
with a common sense MGB.  

GO OR NO GO 
MGAs are an appreciating asset – and 
one which, if you want one, you’d be wise 
to jump on now. Simple mechanicals and 
a pretty body mean it has everything you 
could expect in a classic 1950’s British 
sports car. Whatever one you fancy, we 
fancy that you won’t be disappointed as 
it serves up T-Type driving thrills without 
those pre-war looks. Capital A!

n  PERFORMANCE 
Adequate but it’s easily 
uprated if desired

n  CRUISING 
Like all 1950’s classics 
prefer to get it on a B 
road than a motorway

n  HANDLING 
Addictive – has the feel 
of a tauter T-Type

n  BRAKES 
Sharp enough; drum 
brakes are more than 
adequate for car’s pace

n  EASE OF USE 
Not a problem although 
it’s notably tighter 
inside than later MGB

QUICK SPIN

CLASSICCARS4SALE.NET

FOR MORE ADVICE AND 
REVIEWS VISIT OUR WEBSITE
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URGENTLY WANTED

www.mgsforsale.com
01707 876089 or 07831 556666
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ANY YEAR,
ANY CONDITION

ANY MG

MG & CLASSIC CAR SPECIALIST
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EXCELLENCE FROM EXPERIENCE

FOR SALE

MGA 1500 1958. Totally restored by me,and only done 4000 careful miles.Fitted
with a stage two tuned Aldon engine,a three branch Maniflow exhaust system,and
uprated brakes. Finished in Light British Racing Green,with a beautiful contrasting
Biscuit interior, with the rare Deluxe seats. The car is a delight to drive, its fully
serviced, valeted, and ready for this Spring. .................................................£36,500
I also have a similar spec Red 1600 MGA,and a Fabulous 1946 Black MG TC
Available. For more details contact Bob.

Contact Bob

Tel: 01977 703828

Email: SRX210@aol.com

Mob: 07919 347320

WORKSHOP FACILITIES
◗ Full ‘Carbench’ chassis jigging and repair service (the best system available)
◗ Full mechanical service – from servicing to full rebuilds
◗ Fully body shell reconditioning service
◗ Interior trim supply and fitting service
◗ 5-speed gearbox conversions supplied and fitted
◗ Full range of new and secondhand parts

HI-GEAR YOUR MG, TC, TD, TF, MGA AND MGB FOR MODERN MOTORING WITH A FIVE SPEED
GEARBOX CONVERSION KIT FROM HI-GEAR ENGINEERING. 7500 KITS NOW SOLD

Kits available for all models of MGA and all 1800 models of MGB ’62-’80. ZA/ZB Magnette Kit available. 
Leaflets from Hi-Gear Engineering Ltd, 82 Chestnut Avenue, Mickleover, Derby DE3 9FS 

Tel/Fax: 01332 514503        Email: info@hi-gearengineering.co.uk        www.hi-gearengineering.co.uk

Quiet operation 
Improved  gear control
Quickshift
Comprehensive Kit
Non intrusive to vehicle
Improved gear ratios

Improved fuel consumption
Less vibration

Stress free motorways
All Synchro

Alternative gear ratios
Easily returned to original
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MGA Demonstration car available
NOW AVAILABLE FOR TR2, 3, 4, 4a, 5 & 6

H E W I T T S

Tel: 0161 434 2731 Email: bill@hewittsclassiccars.com
www.hewittsclassiccars.com
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1972 MGB V8 ROADSTER, Red, cream leather. Just rebuilt, stunning
throughout, must be seen........................................................................£27,995
1967 MGC ROADSTER, Old english white. Black piped white interior. 
Chrome wire wheels................................................................................£22,995
1971 MGB ROADSTER, Glacier white, full rebuild to Heritage certificate. You
could eat your dinner off the underneath of this should you wish............£15,995
1977 MGB GT, Flamenco red. Good tidy runner ........................................£2,995
MESSERSCHMITT KR200, Coming Soon ................................................£24,995

Many other cars coming and going
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Manor Garage & Sons!

Failing 6v batteries?
Fit Manor Garages twin 12v conversion.
Still 12v but with double the capacity. Fits existing
battery boxes, with minimal extra wiring. Reliable
starting power after your MG has been parked up.
From £150 +vat.

Tel: 01235 767751

Visit our website: www.manorgaragewantage.co.uk
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CLASSIC AND SPORTS CAR SPECIALISTS
We cover all MGs and Classic Sports Cars

& Historic Race Cars

SERVICING • REPAIRS
FULL IN HOUSE RESTORATION AND
FABRICATION INCLUDING:
PAINTBOOTH WITH LOWBAKE OVEN
RACE DAY & TRACK DAY PREPARATION &
CIRCUIT SUPPORT
FULL MECHANICAL WORKSHOPS

We are the only MG O/C 5 Spanner/Star restorers in East and West Sussex

Sponsors for
Lackford Engineering

Midget and Sprite
Challenge 2017

Lackford Engineering
Historic Formula Ford
2000 Championship

2017
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STORAGE IN SECURE INSULATED BUILDING AVAILABLE FOR YOUR
CLASSIC CAR THIS SPRING. BOOK YOUR SPACE NOW!

BROKERAGE AND COMMISSION SALES

PLEASE CHECK OUR WEBSITE:

www.rugbyclassics.com
Email: blu122@hotmail.com Tel: 01788 571896

2000 MGF SPECIAL EDITION  
Graphite, super Black/Red leather interior FSH,
headgasket and cambelt just replaced, 
full MOT. £1,995

LARGE QUANTITY OF NEW OLD STOCK MG PARTS, ALSO SOME TRIUMPH, JAGUAR & HEALEY PLUS USED AND
RECONDITIONED SPARES FOR MG’S FROM 1936-1980 INCLUDING ENGINES/GEARBOXES, CHROME TRIM, BODY PANELS,

WIRE WHEELS, INSTRUMENTS, WEATHER EQUIPMENT.
PLEASE ENQUIRE BY E-MAIL

2001 MGF VVC SE
Silver blue, one private owner, leather seats, 
16 inch alloys, rear spoiler, 55,000 miles.

£1,995

1999 JAGUAR XJ8 EXECUTIVE 3.2 AUTO
Seafrost green, 36000 miles, full history,
showroom condition throughout. 

£7,950

MGB ROADSTER BODYSHELL
Fully panelled and restored, converted to
chrome bumper spec, ideal for V8. 

£3,950

WIRE WHEEL REBUILDS AND RESTORATION
Respoking,trueing, blast cleaning & powder
coating, classic & vintage wire wheels.
Please enquire by e-mail

1999 MGF
Silver 68000 miles, leather seats, 
full MOT. 

£1,250

1947 ROVER 12 SPORTS TOURER
1 of only 200 manufactured, nice older
restoration, ready to use. 

£17,950

2000 MGF SE
Wedgewood, one owner, full history, leather
seats, navy mohair hood. 

£2,450
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CLASSIC CHOICE

HOW MANY LEFT

1745
TD5

howmanyleft.
co.uk

103
 SORN

A good one may make you wonder 
what all the fuss is about that classic 
old stager as well…

MODEL CHOICE
Like all Land Rover ranges, they start 
small and escalate. At its 1989 
launch the Discovery was initially a 
three-door with either 145bhp 
3.5-litre petrol V8 or 111bhp 2495cc 
200 TDi four-cylinder turbodiesel 
engines. A year later, the five-door 
surfaces with seven seats, alloy 

Imagine a Land Rover that has all 
the ability of the Defender but 
with Range Rover civility and 

character – and at affordable prices. 
You’ve got it – it’s called Discovery. 
The Discovery sold in much bigger 
numbers and so they are still good 
value. However, many Discos have 
led hard lives and a lot have been 
scrapped which is why if you’re a 
fan, now is a good time to track 
down a great example and cherish it 
before they’ve all disappeared.  

wheels, power windows and central 
locking. Fuel injection results into the 
V8 yielding 164bhp, although this 
drops to 153bhp if the optional 
catalytic converter is specified, 
standardised for 1993, the same 
year that a rare (and best forgotten)  
2.0-litre four-cylinder Rover 800 
petrol engine is introduced; but it’s 
not really up to the job of hauling the 
hefty Land Rover and by 1997 was 
no longer offered. As the Rover V8 
grew in size for the Range Rover, the 
3.9-litre filtered down to the Disco 
for 1993 boosting power to more 
than 180bhp. A four-speed auto is 
introduced as an option for the TDi 
at the same time along with a three-
door diesel Commercial Van (petrol 
or diesel) that’s dropped for the 
Discovery II launch.

The first facelift occurred in 1994 
resulting in a new grille, larger 
headlamps, additional light cluster in 
the rear bumpers and a redesigned 
dashboard with twin airbags. At the 
same time there’s a new alarm and 
immobiliser system, side impact bars 
were now fitted along with a height-
adjustable steering wheel. For diesel 
fans, the turbodiesel now features 
Land Rover’s vastly improved 300 
TDi unit (albeit hardly not reliability-
wise) with an improved manual 
gearbox (codenamed R380).

Second gen range is roomier 
and better but there’s no 
three-door variants, sadly        

LAND ROVER
DISCOVERY

WHY NOT OWN A...?

CHOICE

SIX OF THE BEST 
REASONS TO BUY

n Cheapest Land Rover n Defender-like ability n Range Rover refinement
n Excellent owner support n Wide choice n Future classic



 

“A Disco has the best of both worlds; 
Defender ability with Range Rover 

civility and at such low prices!”

9 5

DISCOVERY

BODY

£595
REAR CHASSIS (JOHN CRADDOCK) 

ENGINE

£4495
3.5  full engine (Kingsley Cars)

      Full rebuild kit £820 (Rimmer Bros)  

£150 block only (eBay)

EXHAUST
 £290 300TDi (Paddock Spares)

£54 (TD5 DE CAT KIT) 
MM 4x4

CLUTCH KIT
(TD5)

 £83  
(RIMMER BROS)

     £728 
   Dual mass 

flywheel  
(Genuine part) 

SUSPENSION

   £69  

 AIR TO COIL KIT   

MM-4X4.COM 

£54
Discs & pads

MM-4X4.COM

Budget
well

Unless you hanker for original 
classics, the Discovery II of 1998 is 
a far wiser pick as it is considerably 
improved all around, being in effect 
an all new design, aided by BMW. 
Longer by eight inches and over two 
inches taller, with virtually all new 
panel work, it meant that the part-
time rear seats were conventionally 
and not side-saddle mounted. In the 
diesel department a new 136bhp 
2495cc five-cylinder TD5 engine 
resided under that massive bonnet. 
Air suspension (with a special 
motorway setting) was part of the 
deal now, as was ACE; Active 
Cornering Enhancement, by way of a 
hydraulic centre ram on the rear 
chassis, along with better rear axle 
location to combat major body lean 
although this may well have been 
changed to conventional damping by 
now. For 2002 a facelifted II hits the 
showrooms with a Range Rover-style 
facial refresh but underneath there 
were significant revisions to the 
suspension spring and  a locking 
centre diff became optional.

 Along the way there has also 
been an array of special editions 
including the Argyll (June 1997), 
Aviemore (October 1997), Safari 
(June 1998) and the MM (January 
2000). Later on would come the 
Adventurer (October 2002), G4 

Challenge (June 2003) plus the 
Metropolis (October 2002).

Our pick is the Discovery II (as 
we’ve bought one – see box out-ed) 
unless you want a three-door as this 
was dropped when the new model 
was launched. However, condition 
plays a critical role and it’s better to 
have a delightful Disco I rather than a 
traumatised Discovery II.

BEHIND THE WHEEL
The Discovery is a fair old mix of 
Range Rover and Land Rover insofar 
that it has the rustic character and 
flavour of the former and is more 
civilised and less arduous work than 
any County or later Defender.

Handling is good considering its 
4x4 nature and much sharper on the 
Discovery II plus there’s numerous 
aftermarket suspension mods to 
improve things further – worth 
considering if the dampers and 
springs need replacing anyway – but 
with detriment to the praiseworthy 
ride. It’s a Land Rover, so of course 
it’s going to be superb off-road and 
the Disco loves to dance on the 
slimy stuff. On the Disco II there’s 
the clever Hill Descent Control 
(HDC) which makes climbing down 
slippery slopes absolute child’s play

Of the diesels, the TD5 is by far 
the best of the bunch, dishing out 

The Discovery Owners Club – member 
of the Association of Land Rover 
Clubs, (ALRC) and the Motor Sports 
Association, (MSA) – is the original 
club for the Discovery covering all 
varieties up to the latest D4 and now 
has over 800 members, including 
enthusiasts from overseas.

An online forum full of technical 
information for the various models, 
Series I, II, D3, D4, D5 and Discovery 
Sport is regularly used, to help with 
servicing and repairs, modifications, 
restorations, trouble shooting and 
general chat (all family friendly).

A bi-monthly magazine, Discourse, 
is posted out to all members, this 
contain technical feature, members 
reports, Local Section news and future 
events. The club also has an extensive 
on line shop and discounts by 
insurance companies and parts 
suppliers have been arranged.
www.discoveryownersclub.org.  

Suspension 
mods seem 
popular, either 
to tighten on 
road  handling 
or raise higher 
for off-road 
ventures; 
there’s a 
variety of kits. 
Discovery IIs 
usually have 
air bag rear 
end converted 
to coil springs 
for reliability

A GREAT TIME AT THE DISCO CLUB

TOP MOD

Inviting interiors and 
good for long distances

£62 BOOT FLOOR 
REAR WHEEL ARCH £51

(BOTH STEVE PARKERS.COM)

s
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GENERAL
There’ no shortage of Discos so take time 
and vet well – condition counts over spec.
Discoverys fitted with sunroofs are prone to 
leaking so check the headlining for evidence 
of water ingress and damp carpets.
Many came with a lot of electronics such as 
traction control, Hill Descent Control, 
electronic brake distribution and Active 
Cornering Enhancement. There’s a warning 
light on the dash for each of these so make 
sure the relevant light illuminates when the 
ignition is switched on, then goes out.
BODY AND CHASSIS
The Disco’s age, the fact that owners 
often neglect them plus so many lead very 
hard lives means you have to look very 
closely for signs of corrosion. Just like the 
Defender and Range Rover the Discovery is 
fitted with aluminium panels, which means 
electrolytic corrosion is highly likely. 
 Scrutinise the front inner wings, from just 
behind the headlights right through to the 
A-posts. Also analyse the boot floor and 
the cross-members that run underneath.
The rear inner wings can also rust very 
badly, so get underneath the car and look 
for evidence of bodged repairs. The sills and 
wheelarches are likely to have seen better 
days so feel for filler.
RUNNING GEAR
Until 1993 the manual gearbox was Land 
Rover’s LT77 unit; later cars got the R380. 
The earlier one needs to be filled with 
automatic transmission fluid rather than 
EP90; if latter is used, expect a stiff change. 
Cars used for towing will probably be 
suffering from a tired transmission so listen 
for whining and feel for clutch slip. 
As you come on and off the throttle there 
may be some driveline shunt in evidence, 
probably the mainshaft has worn, although 
the diff can also suffer from backlash.
Disco’s weight takes its toll on suspension so 
expect tired dampers plus worn bushes. 
Discovery 2 has self-levelling air suspension 
at the rear. Their airbags can fail and while 
replacements are available, many simply 
convert to a steel spring set-up. 
ENGINE
The 3.9 V8 can suffer from cracks in the 
cylinder bores. All V8s can suffer from a 
worn camshaft and followers; regular oil 
changes are the way around this. 
Of the diesels, the 200 TDi needs servicing 
and can let go with little warning’ 300 TDi is 
easier to service, but has head gasket woes.
TD5 engine is usually very tough but can 
suffer from problems with the fuel system 
and expensive to rectify.

136bhp and a hefty 221lbft of torque 
and in a pretty refined manner, unlike 
the earlier TDs, plus is well suited to 
an auto. But if you don’t mind the fuel 
bills then that stalwart of a V8 is still 
the supreme choice.

Visibility is excellent, care of that 
expanse of glass and the window roof 
panes makes for a light airy cabin 
that’s as comfy as a Range Rover and 
a Discovery is far more spacious and 
usable than any classic Landie with 
some nice lifestyle touches such as 
roof storage netting, and so on.

WHAT TO PAY
Richard Eacock runs MM 4x4, one of 
the UK’s biggest independent Land 
Rover specialists. He commented to 
us recently: “The Discovery 1 and 
Discovery 2 tend to appeal to two 
different types of buyer. The earlier 
cars are generally bought by people 
who want to go off-roading so they’ll 
buy a Discovery 1 then modify it, 
potentially very heavily. The 
Discovery II is more likely to be 

bought by those who want to use 
their car every day, and while some 
of these later cars are also modified 
by their owners, any changes are 
likely to be less radical”.

If you want a really early car you’ll 
be doing well to find one as virtually 
everything that comes onto the 
market is the facelifted model from 
1994, while there are also plenty of 
Discovery IIs (built 1998-2004). Of 
the cars that come up, more than 90 
per cent are fitted with a diesel 
engine while all the V8s are almost 
exclusively the 3.9-litre unit rather 
than the 3.5. You’re highly unlikely to 
find a Disco powered by the 2.0-litre 
four-cylinder engine.

Adds Eacock: “Prices start at 
around £1000 for a car that’s 
clinging to an MoT and go right the 
way up to as much as £10,000 for a 
mint, low-mileage example with the 
right spec. This would include 
leather trim, seven seats, electric 
adjustment for the front seats and a 
full service history. Realistically, you 
need to budget around £5000 for a 
Discovery with a decent spec and 
around 70,000 miles on the clock. 
There’s little difference in values 

between them – it’s the condition 
that dictates the price”. 

 
BEST BUYS

In short, the 
best you can 
– fret over the 
spec later. 
Series 1s are 
much rarer and 
will be valuable, 
especially early 
‘WAC’ regs.
Diesels aren’t 
as good as 
thirsty V8; LPG 
conversions are 
popular but 
check that they 
come approved, 
certified and 
tested or you 
may face some 
trouble with 
insurance and 
so on

Variety of diesels, but some 
more durable than others…

Essentially a Range Rover underneath 

CLASSICCARS4SALE.NET

FOR MORE ADVICE AND 
REVIEWS VISIT OUR WEBSITE

s

BUYING TIPS
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DISCOVERY

However, the press cars are very 
sought after (known as G-WACs as 
they were all registered G xxx WAC) 
and some special editions are also 
desirable. In contrast, many limited 
edition Discoverys were little more 
than regular models with different 
badges and a paint job”.

Our advice is to have a good 
look around and test as many as you 
can as they can differ in condition 
and price widely.  

MAKING ONE BETTER
The sky is pretty much the limit when it 
comes to modifications as you can 
upgrade just about every aspect of it. 
Says MM 4x4’s Richard Eacock: 
“Some people modify their Discoverys 
for on-road use, some do it for green 
laning while others undertake 
expeditions. As values of the 90 and 
110 have risen, many people are 
taking to the Discovery 1 instead as 
it’s far cheaper but is just as capable 
off road with the right modifications”.

Cars used in an on-road 
environment can benefit from the 
fitment of HID headlights for better 
vision at night. Light bars are 
available for off-road use; MM is 
currently developing an LED option 
which will be available soon.

It’s for off-roading that the widest 
range of accessories is available 
though. According to Eacock, lift kits 
are one of the most popular mods; 
these lift the car by up to five inches 
and cost anywhere between £200 
and £2000. Also popular are heavy 
duty shock absorbers and springs, 
typically priced at £200-£350 and 
beefier anti roll bars. Don’t be 
surprised to  see air -to-coil 
conversions on the later model.

Underbody protection is also a 
common fitment; items such as 
steering, sump, diff and fuel tank 
guards are all pretty essential for 
anybody taking their Discovery 
seriously off-road. Prices for each of 
these are typically around £80-£120.

Although the first two models sit 
on the same chassis, the later car 
has significantly bigger wheelarches 
to accommodate bigger wheels. 
Some owners of the earlier model 
will cut the wheelarches so they can 
fit bigger tyres; the wheels don’t tend 
to be much bigger but higher-profile 
ones are common to provide better 
grip in off-road conditions.

In terms of improved power, that 
V8 can see 300+bhp and there’s 
various tuning methods for the 
diesels – speak to a specialist on 
this. Brakes can be easily improved if 
need be but usually suffice if ok and 
serviced with quality pads. 

MAINTENANCE MATTERS
Much like all old Land Rovers, really 
with the first models simpler for DIY 
home care, unlike later models which 
progressively became more high tech 
and framed with electronic wizardry  
which wouldn’t be so bad if it was 
reliable – in the main it isn’t! For 
instance, above the heater housing 
(behind the radio) resides the car’s 
immobiliser, which can play up 
leading to the car refusing to start… 
   Other maladies include heated 
seats, failed seat adjustment motors 
and the sunroof. In the case of the 
latter it can seize up leading to the 
motor being burned out.

Keeping the underside clear of 
rust is the main priority as repairs 
here tend to be expensive; annual 
checks and reapply underseal where 
its needed and, if you go off-road, 
hose the underneath to wash away 
nasties before they get the chance!

Mechanically, they are not too 
bad although suffer the usual Land 
Rover transmission ills, oil leaks and 
iffy electrics. V8s hate irregular and 
short usage where it can gum up the 
oil ways leading to camshaft wear 
and some diesels are liked more than 
others – speak to a specialist on this.

IN CONCLUSION
A good Discovery is a fine classic 
workhorse – it’s finding one. 
Support is great with specialists 
and numerous dedicated high-
street magazines and there’s also 
discoveryownersclub.org that’s 
always happy to accept new 
members and help them out. 

1990
The five-door surfaces  with seven 

seats as standard, alloy wheels, 
electric windows and central locking.

1993
Cats made standard and V8 is up 

gunned to 3.9-litres. Rare and 
best forgotten  2.0-litre four-

cylinder Rover 800 petrol engine 
is introduced, but it’s unpopular 
and ditched by 1997, as was V8 

or TDi Commercial derivate. 

1998
Discovery II is virtually all new 

although looks same but longer 
and higher with new seating plan. 

TD5 diesel now used although 
with Range Rover features such 
as air suspension, hill descent 

and ACE handling device.

1989
Launched initially as a three door in 
V8 petrol or four pot diesel guises.

1991/2
Fuel injection for V8 yields 164bhp, 
although this drops to only 153bhp if the 
optional catalytic converter is specified. 
New four-speed ZF auto first for the V8 
and for the TDi versions in 1993.

1994
First facelift with new grille, larger 
headlamps, an additional light cluster in 
the rear bumpers and a redesigned 
dashboard with twin airbags. At the 
same time there’s a new alarm and 
immobiliser. Side impact bars now 
fitted. Land Rover’s vastly improved 300 
TDi unit (if not reliability-wise) with an 
improved manual gearbox (R380) 
comes on stream.

2002
Facelifted II with a Range Rover-style 
facial refresh but underneath there’s 
revisions to the suspension spring and a 
locking centre diff became optional.

Rust can be bad so 
get under to check

Failing and leaky glass 
sunroofs are common

DISCO DANCING
To coin Victor Kiam’s famous 
phrase about being so impressed 
with the product (Remington 
electric shaver) he bought the 
company, we reckon that early 
Discos have such good future 
classic potential that we’ve 
bought one! It’s a Series 2 TD5 
and practising what we preach, 
we paid the full amount to nab 
one of the best around…  
More details shortly!
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XPAG engines built to any specification –
supplied or exchange

Due to rude anonymous email picture collectors who don’t bother to reply, I will only send details to those who have supplied a telephone number

MX5 Mk1 

These cars are one of the best values
for money in a sports that you can find.
I have one of my own and three more. I
see them for sale for £12K and more...
They are timeless and appreciating.
This V spec one is impeccable. A Mk1 that has been cosseted
by it’s last professional owner. It’s as lovely as you can get.
Beautiful bodywork, new heated rear window hood, interior
subtly trimmed in black leather with red stitching... all in
excellent order. Air con. Radio. CD. Uprated suspension and
brakes. Its 1800 engine pulls like a jet and it is superb under
the bonnet. It recently had a new head gasket, belt andwater
pump. It’s as good as mine... but mine’s green... I like green...
Cheaper than any comparable sports car and timeless. New
MOT... no advisories. Wonderful history... all mots and 1,000
miles in the last five years £4,250... More next year.   

XPAG flow competition exhaust manifold
New. £525

Wade Supercharger R10 Complete with pulleys. £999

And now for
people like me
who want
something
different here’s
my lovely Jeep
lookalike 2 CV
6. Built for off
road use and
sand dunes it’s
an eccentric’s
dream plus

totally practical too. There isnt another one as for as I know.
A joy to drive, quick with great chassis and mechanics,
perfect weather equipment and heater. Absolutely unique
- a go anywhere 2CV. 1 years MOT. £4,950

1982 2CV 
Restored with a
new chassis 
some years 
ago. Little used
since. Nice 
history file. New
MOT. Extremely
nice to drive.
£5,995

As of course you can see I have other interests as
well as MGs. So here is my rather lovely collection of
2CVs- all of which I drive. Prices are rising quickly
and restorations are selling for £12K+.

MX5 Mk2 
I sold this to a friend three years
ago and he hardly used it. It sat
outside his home.
It has a lovely cloth interior,
radio, new hood, wind deflectors.
New MOT - no rust. Drives perfectly. Only £1,500.

CANNON GT 1964
I bought this
wonderful sports race
car to race at
Angouleme. Built by
Mike Cannon in 1964
to beat divas. It is
fitted with a 1098
Screamer. Superbly
presented and
prepared. Eligable for many series maybe even Goodwood.
Be unique and call for more details £37,950.

MGA race car 1959 I bought
this very well known twice ex
championship winning car to
use at Angouleme this year. I
mechanically rebuilt it with
engine being prepared by a
leader in race engine building. It
is built to FIA 1650 spec .
Lightweight pistons, steel crank and special rods, full race big
valve head and weber, special manifolds , spyder steel flywheel
and cintred twin plate clutch, all balanced and properly prepared .
Much quicker than my last championship winning A. GRP wings,
ally doors boot and bonnet, race seats and cage. ZF LSD and
special half shafts, Rebuilt early straight cut close ratio rare early
competition box, cage, FIA belts, Three pot incredable brakes,
polibushed, Wets and dries. very reliable. Second in class at
Angouleme It would take very little to convert to an FIA spec car. It
has the potential for many events from club rallies, h.c. and sprints
to international raceing. At 76, I am about to say enough. It cost a
fortune. Your gain is my loss at £27,950. I may part exchange.

MGTC - ARRIVING SHORTLY - 
PROBABLY THE BEST I’VE EVER SEEN.
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MEMORY LANE

The ‘Nuova’ 500 is one of a very 
select group of vehicles that 
caused a social revolution in 

their homeland. At the beginning of 
the 1950s Italy was a country with six 
vehicles per every 1000 inhabitants but 
twenty years later this figure had risen 
to 167/1000 and the miniature Fiat was 
instrumental in this change. Its 60th 
birthday is a cause for celebration for 
anyone who delights in innovation. 

In 1957, the 500 name was still 
associated with the recently demised 
“Topolino” but the new model was to 
be Fiat’s second rear engine car. The 
Italian’s first was the 600 of 1955, 
which was intended to be the first new 
car within financial reach of a working 
man (and it would have been ‘a man’ 

in 1950’s Italy) during the first phase of 
the post-war ‘Economic Miracle’. It had 
space enough to convey the entire family 
and delightful road manners but there 
remained a large potential market who 
craved four-wheel transport but who 
could only afford a motorcycle or scooter. 

And so Fiat’s president  Vittorio 
Valletta detailed his director of 
engineering, the great Dante Giacosa, 
to create a new urban runabout that 
would tempt Vespa and Lambretta 
owners. By 1956 sales of the latter had 
reached the one million mark, a fact that 
did not escape Fiat’s management. The 
500’s lines were influenced by a design 
from the German engineer Hans Peter 
Bauhof and Giacosa opted for a four-
stroke air-cooled twin-cylinder 479cc 

PURE & SIMPLE
engine mounted transversely and so 
that the Nuova 500 would not detract 
from sales of the 600, there would be 
a rear luggage platform rather than a 
proper back seat. 

The 500 was launched 4th July 
1957 at a very reasonable price 
of  490,000 Lire, which included a 
primitive but useful ‘heater’ – hot air 
piped from the engine to the cabin – 
and a rather fantastic full-length fabric 
sunroof including a plastic rear screen 
to save on the cost of metal. Asides 
from that, the new Fiat represented true 
economy motoring, lacking hubcaps 
and ashtrays with a screen defroster 
as an extra. Sales were initially slow, 
for although the Fiat 500 was an 
undeniably beguiling from of its engine 

REMEMBER 
WHEN...

1975

Ironically, this economy 
car from the 1950s 
bowed out in the UK 
which was still deep in 
recession with double 
figure inflation. Yes, 
1975 was certainly a 
tough year as these 
news snippets show…

In the US, tricky Dickie (Richard 
Nixon) is replaced by Gerald 
Ford, who oversaw America finally 
pulling out of Vietnam. In the UK, 
soaring inflation rules under the 
Wilson Labour Government but 
the public finally gets to vote on 
joining the EEC… Mrs Thatcher 
dethrones Ted Heath to become 
Tory leader as unemployment 
breaches the 1 million mark.

In sport, West Ham wins the FA Cup, Arthur 
Ashe becomes Wimbledon champion 
beating fellow American 
Jimmy Connors, Ali 
retains his boxing crown 
(again), Austrian Niki 
Lauda is crowned F1 
champ and Division 2 
strugglers Nottingham 
Forest appoints Brian 
Clough as manager. 

Cheeky and cheap the 500 
that proved economy motoring 

could also be quite classy               

Fiat’s 500 was more than just a car, 
it provided cheap transport for the 

masses and something we  
could do with now suggests  

Andrew Roberts
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FIAT 500 AT 60

gave a less than impressive top speed of 
53mph and the semi-convertible layout 
proved essential in the summer heat as the 
window panes in the doors were fixed.

At the end of the year, Fiat responded to 
customer feedback with the more powerful 
500 Economica and Normale; the latter also 
came with the decadent luxury of aluminium 
headlamp covers, back seat cushions and, 
at last, winding windows. A year later in 
’58 saw the launch of a version aimed at 
all budding Giuseppe Farinas –  the 500 
Sport, as instantly recognisable from its 
light grey paintwork with red stripes and a 
hardtop roof for extra rigidity. The engine 
was bored out to 499.5cc and the top 
speed was a sizzling 68mph although 
enthusiastic drivers typically made a Sport 
feel as though it was capable of 200mph. 

In 1959, the Economica became known 
as the Transformable (convertible) and 
the Normale was now fitted with a smaller 
fabric top. That autumn, the 500’s indicator/
sidelight units were mounted below the 
headlamps rather than on the front wings,  
to comply with new Italian regulations.

A year later, the 500D consolidated 
the model’s success, replacing all previous 
versions.  The engine was now the Sport’s 
unit, the rear seat was more comfortable, 
the ‘Sunroof’ top was standardised; the 
sunroof was shorter and combined with a 
glass rear windshield and a repositioned 
fuel tank gave greater luggage space. The 
interior appointments included a courtesy 
lamp and a folding back seat. Padded sun 

visors and an ashtray were added to the 
specification and in June 1965 the D was 
replaced by the 500F, with front hinged 
doors in the wake of new motoring laws. 
Meanwhile, owners in the UK, Ireland, Malta 
and other countries that drove on the left 
were very grateful for wipers that were 
finally correctly aligned on RHD 500s!

For August ’68 Fiat introduced the 500 
L ‘Lusso’. As befitting a deluxe version, a 
chrome nudge bar added extra distinction 
(and parking protection) and the price 
of 525,000 Lire included radial ply tyres, 
reclining front seats, a carpeted floor plus 

Despite austere times and fast rising prices, car 
launches weren’t thin on the ground. Economy was 
the thing as Ford launched its ‘Popular’ trim level 
starting with the £1299 
base Escort. Vauxhall 
also introduced the 
Chevette (pic) while the 
VW Golf was introduced 
into UK showrooms and 
became the best selling 
car ever.

As the coal miners accept a 35 per cent 
pay rise, average wage stands at a little 
over £60 per week – still a typical family 
home was affordable on a single wage 
at around £10,000 and you could still 
afford petrol at less 
than 75p a gallon. 
Jag E-types and 
Aston DB5/6s are 
picked up for just 
a grand with ease; 
happy days…

Dozens are killed in the Moorgate 
tube crash in February, 17 year 
old heiress Lesley Whittle, is 
found dead 52 days since being 
kidnapped by Donald Neilson 
(alias the Black Panther) a 
month later, North Sea oil finally 
starts production, Spanish 
dictator Franco dies after ruling for almost 
40 years in November, as does Graham Hill in 
airplane crash.

the bigger Fiat 850’s instrumentation and 
door pockets. With the introduction of the 
126, the 500’s eventual successor, in 1972, 
the F and the D were both replaced by 
the 500R (for Rinnovata or ‘refurbished’). 
The floorpan was shared with the Fiat 
126 as was the 594cc engine which gave 
enhanced torque but the trim levels were 
more spartan with fixed front and rear seat 
backrests. The final examples were made 
in Sicily and on August 1st, 1975 the last 
500R left the production lines. 

Naturally, as with any great Fiat, the 500 
was available in any number of specialist 

Interiors were always 
spartan but all you 
needed was there

Cheap to run, Mark 
Jayes’ MotoBambino 
01524 730937 has all 
you need to keep one 
going or fully restore

In total, almost 3.5m were 
made over two decades              
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and high-performance versions – tuned 
500s made by Carlo Abarth have rightly 
entered automotive legend. The 595 of 
1957 had an increased compression ratio 
and a Weber carb, and the 695 SS of 
1964 had special camshaft and pistons, an 
enlarged carburettor, cylinders ‘siamesed’ in 
cast iron and a twin exhaust system.

 In a virtual anticipation of a widespread 
practice among certain Ford Capri 1300 
drivers of the 1970s, owners of the untuned 
500F would sometimes treat their Fiat to 
Abarth’s alloy wheels and instrument panel 
for extra kudos if not extra performance. 

The Ghia-built Jolly beach car became 
the ideal transport for the jet set between 
the beach and the hotel while Vignale’s 
Gamine looked as though it belonged in a 
certain Enid Blyton series of books.

However, for me, the most beguiling 
500s are the truly delightful Furgoncino van 
and Giardiniera estate, both introduced in 
1960.  The latter was a genuine four-seater 
and, as it was intended to be a dual-purpose 
family/commercial vehicle, an extended 
sunroof featured to accommodate ladders 
and the engine is mounted sideways to 
allow for a small but useful luggage platform. 
The braking was improved, in order to 
compensate for the Giardiniera‘s extra 
weight, and from 1966 onwards they were 
made by Autobianchi, the company formed 
in 1955 by Fiat, the Bianchi bicycles and 
Pirelli tyres to partially act as a testbed for 
Turin’s products. The Giardiniera was built 
at the Milan works until 1975 and unlike the 
saloon, the 500 station wagon was always 
fitted with suicide front doors.

Outside of its home country, the Fiat 
was assembled in New Zealand, where it 
was popularly known as the Bambina while 
Neckar of Germany made the 500 under 
licence from 1959 until 1971, including 
a distinctive looking ‘Limousette’ version. 

MEMORY LANE

The 500 was built in Austria by Steyr-
Puch-Daimler for 18 years. The extensively 
modified ‘Steyr-Puch 500s’ were initially 
powered by their own 493cc air-cooled 
boxer engines and from 1959 could be had 
with a screw-on hard-top roof. Six years later 
the twin carburettor 650TR was aimed at 
the emergency services and racing drivers; 
in 1966 Sobiesław Zasada won the Group 
2 European Rally championship in his Puch. 

Motor tested this rather incredible little 
car and found that for a quite steep £769 
18s 11d, a motorist could own “the most 
rapid commuting device we have ever 
tested”. Back in Italy, the Autobianchi plant 
made a range of 500-based Bianchina 
saloons, estates, coupés and cabriolets. 
The last-named was especially stylish; one 
famously took part in the final reel chase in 
The Pink Panther. 

Fiat offered the 500 in the UK shortly 
after its launched and the fact that even 
with import duties the cost was just £556. 
In 1957, Motor Sport lifted its sportsman hat 
to Dr. Dante Giacosa on having designed 
a miniature car in every way worthy of the 
great Turin plant that produces it and mused 
on why British car makers did not produce 
a similar car – “The longer they leave it 
the harder it will be to compete – already 
the Fiat 500 represents a 55mph/50mpg. 
two/three-seater in which every part has 
been designed with extreme skill and the 
prototypes exhaustively tested.”

Of course, at that time one Alexander 
Arnold Constantine Issigonis was already 
hard at work on a secret design in 
Longbridge but in the late 1950s, the 500 
set new standards for European small 
cars. A vehicle that was, and is, accessible 
offers industrial levels of fun and literally 
transformed Italian society – that is the 
real sign of a truly great car and perhaps 
something providing similar down to 
earth transportation wouldn’t go amiss six 
decades later. 

The 500’s appeal appeared to be to 
those who had no intention of missing out 
on La Dolce Vita despite being of limited 
income. The Fiat may not have been the 
fastest small car of its era but it was 
undoubtedly one of the most enjoyable and, 
as bonus, looked as hip as a West End 
coffee bar. The 500 is still a Bella buy…

Simplistic dash is 
understatement…

‘New’ 500 manages to 
retain classic ties and is 

very popular retro modern        

Sportier Abarth models can command up to £60,000!

CLASSICCARS4SALE.NET

FOR MORE ADVICE AND 
REVIEWS VISIT OUR WEBSITE
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www.fiat500club.org.uk

THE CLUB FOR FIAT
500 OWNERS

■ National, international
& Social Events.

■ Bi-monthly magazine.
■ Technical support.

Contact: Janet Westcott,
Fiat 500 Club.

PO Box 798, Aylesbury, HP22 9DL

TEL: 01296 622880
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FANCIERS’ 
GUIDE

It’s the car that introduced Volvo to a 
wider audience, back in the mid-Fifties 
with a thoroughly modern three-box 

saloon with two or four doors, plus an 
amazingly practical five-door estate that still 
makes a fabulous workhorse and thoroughly 
usable in modern conditions. Even better, 
there are all sorts of upgrades possible, to 
make the car better able to cope in modern 
traffic. Amazons are great family-sized 
alternatives to the prettier, pricier P1800.

HISTORY
1955 The Volvo 120 series – unofficially 
tagged the Amazon – was first produced 
some 62 years ago, although it didn’t arrive 
on these shores until 1958. Confusingly, no 
Amazon ever carried 120 series badges; 
instead there were 121, 122, 123, 221 and 
222 derivatives, as well as 131 and 132. 
Each Volvo engine carried an 
in-house identification tag; early 
Amazons featured a B16 engine 
with a 1.6-litre displacement. The 
B18 arrived later, with a 1.8-litre 
capacity while the latest cars 
feature a 2.0-litre unit, known as 
(you’ve guessed it) B20. 
    With numerous different 
badges, and what would seem to 
be frequent identity crises, working 
out which Amazon is which, isn’t 
especially easy so speak to a club. 
1957 121 (B16A) is first production model, 
built between 1957 and 1961, fitted with a 
60bhp 1582cc single-carb engine, four-
doors and three-speed manual gearbox.

SAINTLY &

Hang out for a good one and you’ll 
also be in Heaven with this stylish 

yet super sensible Swede  
that’s better than a P1800!

Rugged simple engine can easily be uprated to P1800 tune

WHY IT’S A WINNER

SENSIBLE

CLASSICCARS4SALE.NET

FOR MORE ADVICE AND 
REVIEWS VISIT OUR WEBSITE
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VOLVO AMAZON

1958 122S (B16B): This one had 85bhp 
twin-carb 1582cc engine allied to four-
speed transmission with overdrive option.
1961: 121 (B18A): Still drinking through 
just one carburettor, but a new cylinder 
head and capacity increase to 1778cc 
means there’s 75bhp, or 85bhp from ’66. 
Built from 1961 to 1968, there’s a choice 
of two-door or four-door saloons, although 
the latter was dropped during 1967.
122S (B18D): A twin-carb version of the 
121, current from 1961 until 1968. There 
was a two-door available from 1963, while 
the last four door was built in 1967. Power 
outputs were 90bhp (1961- 65), 95bhp 
(1966), 100bhp (1967) or 115bhp (1968).
1962 221/222: Magnificent Amazon 
estates hit our shores, made until 1969, 
with a 1778cc engine. Sometimes referred 
to as the 121 or 221 Combi or estate.
1966 123GT hits the streets; a 115bhp 
version of 1778cc P1800 engine, featuring 
just two doors. Built only for two years and 
now highly sought after it’s a rare find.
1968 121 (B20A): Another two-door only, 
with a B20A 1998cc engine as usually 
seen in the 140-series. Produced from 
1968 until 1970, its 90bhp is enough to 
give a 100mph top speed. The 122S 
(B20B) is the most powerful Amazon of 
them all and the final 122S model (which 
lasted from 1968 until 1970) had a 118bhp 
1998cc powerplant normally fitted to the 
140-series. Again only offered as two-door.

DRIVING
You’d probably look at the Amazon as an 
unwieldy lumbering beast, that’s ponderous 
and generally pretty unpleasant to pilot due 
to its 1950’s origins. Yet, nothing could be 

FIVE TOP FAULTS
1.  BODY 
 Rust isn’t normally too much of a problem but still look for crafty bodges. The thing that can turn an 

Amazon from a great example to a basket case are leaking screens, so your first port of call should 
be their surrounds – once water gets in, it’ll wreak havoc all over the place

2.  TRIM 
 High quality stainless steel or anodised aluminium, and immune to corrosion, but the front and rear 

bumpers are heavy, chrome-plated affairs which are very expensive to repair or replace as a result
3.  ENGINE 
 Amazingly durable and easy to maintain but do make sure that the oil filter design is the correct Volvo 

item. If there’s a thump like worn big-ends, it’s probably because the timing gears have worn
4.  RUNNING GEAR 
 Estates have a known problem of their own with the rear suspension which, on these hard worked 

cars, and greater weight,  can wilt under the added strain
5.  INTERIOR 
 Dashboards crack, seats split, switchgear is no longer sourced from new and you’ll probably need to 

replicate the trim but it’s simple enough

As sturdy as a tank but far 
more comfy; some items are 
hard to obtain now

further from the truth, as the car has much 
more agility than you’d think possible 
considering its size and solidity. 

In its day, the Amazon was a true 
sporting saloon; the legendary Hannu Mikola 
started in rallying by driving a 122S. Even in 
standard form, as long as you’ve got at least 
1.8-litres under the lid, any Amazon is 
decently sprightly. With its rear-wheel drive 
the chassis has more poise than you’d 
imagine, and when this is combined with 
strong brakes plus a clean gearchange, this 
staid looking Swede is genuinely fun to drive 
at speed and as such made fine rally cars.

BEST MODELS
Staid or sporty. Pretty or practical? You need 
to decide what you want for your Amazon  
before buying. The saloons have a super 
solid feel like a big old Rover and are better 
built than a Jag Mk2. Estate boast solidarity 
with a subtle style of their own and still make 
a great workhorse. In many ways, it doesn’t 
matter what model you opt for as you can 
easily update to suit (with up to 150bhp 
available) using the P1800E cylinder head as 
a starting base. However, you can also spoil 
things by going too far with the modifications. 
That’s why you must tread carefully before 

making changes to the standard and 
acceptable enough spec. Speak to 
specialist Amazon Cars of Suffolk about this.

PRICES
This is the best bit. While a heavenly ‘Saint’s’ 
P1800 may exceed £20,000, you can 
acquire an awesome Amazon for at least half 
this and even good sturdy, if hardly concours, 
examples won’t relieve you much over 
£5000, estates carrying a £1000 premium 
usually. The most valued Volvo is the 123GT 
where close to £15,000 for a super 
specimen isn’t far down the road, especially 
if it wore Ruddspeed tuning gear. Similarly, 
ex-Police cars, similarly tuned, are sought 
after. Well over 600,000 Amazons were 
made and their durability means there’s no 
shortage, so be picky.

VERDICT
Amazon makes more sense than ever. 
Sporting, comfortable and fabulously 
stylish, the 120-Series is as affordable as 
it is practical. Whether you’re buying one 
for historic rallying or you simply want 
something different for your commute, the 
Amazon can be pressed into service in 
just about any role you can think of.
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Suppliers of parts and accessories for classic and later model Volvos. We carry parts for the following models: PV444, PV544, Amazon, 120,
121, 122, 122S, 123GT, P1800, P1800S, P1800E, P1800ES, 140, 160.
We also carry large stocks of parts for most later model Volvos, please contact us for details.

ALLOY WHEELS SETS
FROM £410.00 INC VAT,
STEEL WHEEL SETS
FROM £360.00 IN VAT

BRAND NEW
REPRODUCTION CENTRE
HORN PUSH BUTTON WITH
STAINLESS STEEL BEZEL.
FITS ORIGINAL P1800
TWIN SPOKE STEERING
WHEEL 1961 TO 1966.
£90.00 INC VAT

AMAZON 121 122S
DASH TOPS FROM
£240.00 INC VAT,
123GT DASH TOPS
FROM £240.00 INC
VAT

REPRODUCTION
VOLVO 240 & 260
LOWER STEERING
COLUMN U/JOINT.
VOLVO PART NUMBER
6819550 £36.00
INC VAT

AMAZON MUDFLAPS FROM
£25.20 INC VAT, P1800
MUDFLAPS FROM £32.76 INC
VAT, 140 & 164 MUDFLAPS
FROM £27.00 INC VAT

All prices are plus carriage.

BROOKHOUSE PARTS LIMITED
Unit 16, Brookhouse Business Park, Hadleigh Road Industrial Estate, Ipswich IP2 0EF

Tel: 01473 218806 Fax: 01473 225549
website: www.classicvolvoparts.co.uk   email: brookvolvo@btconnect.com
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Parts & Servicing
Workshop Hourly Rate .....£55
Tel. 01379 388400 
Email:
volvo@amazoncars.co.uk
Volvo PV • 120 • P1800 •
140/164 Parts sales and
full workshop facilities

• MoT's
• Routine servicing
• B20E/F fuel injection

analysis
• Suspension

improvements, inc
front camber change

• Brake systems • Tyres • Tuning
• Engine building & changes
• Gearbox exchanges

Buy  &  s e l l  y o u r  Vo l v o  a t
www.amazonca r s . c o . uk
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VOLVO OWNERS’ CLUB

Contact: Volvo Owners’ Club, Membership Administration
Octagon House, 1 Over Road, Swavesey, Cambridge CB24 4QZ
Tel: 01954 313103 • Email: membership@volvoclub.org.uk
www.volvoclub.org.uk

All models
catered for
from the oldest
to the newest

To enjoy your 
Volvo and save

money, join 
the UK’s 

largest 
dedicated

Volvo
Car Club

Jaguar XK8 Convertible
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Tel: 01737 844999
www.rsande.co.uk

1997 4 litre Auto. 48,000 miles.
Epsom Green Parchment leather.

Dark Green hood.
(Number plate not included.)

£14,950

SEARCH
A HUGE ARCHIVE

OF REVIEWS
& BUYING

ADVICE
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www.percivalmotorco.co.uk
01622 851841

Percival Motor Company, The Old Forge, Pye Corner, Ulcombe, Maidstone, Kent ME17 1EH

Automatic, dark blue full leather, air
con, sunroof, lovely...............£17,995

TD5 Soft Top, galvanised chassis,
internal roll cage, electric windows
............................................£12,495

Lhd, restored, Fiat 126 650cc engine,
sunroof, alloy wheels............£13,495

1972 Fiat 500 1936 Morris 8 Tourer

2000 X Land Rover Defender 90

Four seater, four speed gearbox, older
restoration ............................£12,495

1987 Porsche 928 S4
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AUSTIN
HEALEY
100/6

Arriving soon
from the USA

for restoration...
£12,950

R.I. JOHNSON
C.ENG M.I.E.E.Email: chapelendcars@yahoo.com www.rijohnson.co.uk

JAGUAR XK 140
FHC 1955

Special Equipment
Model arriving soon from
California."C" type head

& Matching numbers.
Amazing rust free

Bodywork. £POA

JAGUAR 420G
1968 RHD

Just arrived from the
USA. Very Original &

sound for light
restoration.
£6,950

1961 ALVIS 
TD 21

Dry stored since 1981
74,000 miles. Very 

sound original car with
good interior. 
£11,950

JAGUAR E-TYPE
V12 COUPE

1972
Just arrived from

California. Very sound
original straight car.

Engine running, work
ongoing. £25,000

AUSTIN HEALEY
MK1 SPRITE LHD

Choice of four solid
cars from
£4,500

SUNBEAM
ALPINE 1962

LHD
Arriving soon from

the USA. Original car
but needs floors.

£3,750

MERCEDES 560 SL
CONVERTIBLE LHD

Just arrived From
California. Original rust

free car just Motd &
can be UK Registered.

Please ask for more
details.

£10,950

MG TF 1250
1954

Arriving soon from
California. Lovely
usable car. More

details on request.
£POA

FORD
THUNDERBIRD

1957
Arriving soon from

California.
Lovely original car.

£POA

MGC
GT1969

LHD
Solid car

arriving soon
from the USA.

£POA

PACKARD
PATRICIAN 1955
4-DOOR SEDAN  
Lovely original dry stored

car. Arriving soon...
£POA

JAGUAR 
MK11 3.8

Arriving soon from the
USA. Rust free shell,

ready for paint...
£7,950

JAGUAR E-TYPE
S2 1969 LHD
ROADSTER

From the USA, nice
usable car. Very sound

older restoration.
£65,000

Telephone: 01676 541137       Mobile: 07831 715400

AUSTIN HEALEY
100/6 1961

Arriving soon from
California. BT7 model.

Part Restored. 
£POA

MGA ROADSTERS
Choice of 4 cars for

restoration. From £4500.
1500/1600 & Mk2.

£POA

JAGUAR XK
140 DHC

For restoration.
£34,500

MG-TD 1952 LHD
Just arrived from the

USA. Very good usable
little car. Reputed $5000

spent on the engine.
Please ask for more

details.
£12,950

AUSTIN HEALEY
MK1 SPRITE

Arriving soon from the
USA. Sound complete

car. Very good
restoration project...

£7,950

JAGUAR XK 150
3.4 LHD

Very original Dry State
car in running order for

restoration. Just
arrived.

£26,950

KINSON MOTOR COMPANY

We are just off the M3 near Southampton. Transport can be arranged.

TEL: 07545 703 474 / 02380 766 870
WWW.KINSONMOTORCOMPANY.CO.UK
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PART
EXCHANGE
WELCOME

LOOK
AT OUR

WEBSITE

CREDIT
CARD

FACILITIES

MERCEDES 500SL
1993. Auto & PAS, hard also soft tops.
In metallic pearl grey. A big folder of

history. 17 services recorded. 
No advisories on MOT. £4,999

JAGUAR XJS
Auto convertible, one private owner

from new. Only 9,657 miles, yes, 9,657
miles. FSH, p/hood, chrome/wire

wheels, A/C, time to invest. £49,999

2000 RANGE ROVER 2.5 DSE
4 door, auto, 89,000 miles. P/steering,
A/C, E/W, cruise control. Comes with

service history and MOT.
£3,999

LOTUS ELITE SPORT
1978. 4 keepers, only 43,000 miles.
Manual. E/windows, no advisory on
MOT. Lots of service. Alloy wheels.

Stereo. Old MOTs and bills. VGC. £8,999

2005 TOYOTA LAND CRUISER 3.0
D-4D LC5.

5 door auto, PAS, 8 full leather seats,
Air Con, sat nav. Top of the range,

drives very well. £10 ,499

1983 DAMLER SOVEREIGN 4.2
Auto, 90,000 miles, ABS, cruise

control, A/C, great condition.
£4,999

JAGUAR V8 XJ8 3.2
1998. Auto, PAS, 75,00 miles. One
keeper, s/history. Full electric, full

leather. Alloys, A/S, e/seats. Cost new
£33,000. £3,999

1938 SUNBEAM TALBOT 10HP
MODEL

Convertible. Good hood and interior.
Air Con. Requires some bodywork.

£14,999

1995 JAGUAR V8 XJ
SERIES 4.0 SOVEREIGN.

4 door saloon. Auto, only covered
21,232 mils from new.

£8,999

1970 MERCEDES PAGODA 280SL
Auto, PAS, convertible, 22,750 miles.
Hard and soft tops, left hand drive.

Stunning. £79,995

1997 RANGE ROVER 4.6 HSE
4 door, auto, 87,000 miles,
left hand drive, one owner,

comes with MOT.
£5,999

AUSTIN SEVEN
2 door saloon, 1934, 54,875 miles, beautiful

condition throughout, only 4 keepers.
Historic vehicle. New tyres, also tubes. Must

be seen, in black and blue. £14,999
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A-H 100/6

CLASSIC 
COUNTERPOINT

WHY SHOULD I BUY ONE?
With values going through the roof and 
enthusiasts clamouring for the 3000 in the 
main, the original Big Healey 100/6 is the 
cheaper option yet it’s not second best 
either because, while it enjoys the lustier 
six-cylinder engine, there’s still a strong 
retained flavour of the model that started 
it all and the most coveted: the Healey 
100. Apart from a bigger engine and more 
power, the 3000s also benefited from front 
disc brakes – but you can easily uprate a 
100/6 to suit, as many do.

WHAT CAN I GET?
They look the same – but they are not. 
Various unofficial tags were used; BN 
denotes an open-topped two seater with 
a B-class engine, for example. The 100-6 
(BN4) was released in Oct ’56, featuring 
a longer wheelbase than before plus a 
102bhp 2639cc six-cylinder engine taken 
from Austin’s Westminster saloon. 
   As the initial 100/6s were slower than 
the 94bhp 100/4, the engine was quickly 
uprated from 102bhp to 117bhp care of a 
12 port cylinder head with larger valves 
and flat top pistons, fed by larger SU jugs. 
   Before the 3000 was introduced, some 
‘specials’ were built to test the water 
such as the 100/6 S, of which 50 cars 
sported 3000 disc brakes along with a 
higher-tuned 2.6-litre engine fitted to 

homologate the car for racing 
purposes; it was all done at the 
Works to add to the appeal and, 
recently, Rawles Motorsport sold one for 
£56,000. This price is on par with a regular 
3000, although in general 100/6s are some 
two-thirds the value of a 3000. Another 
rarity is the early Longbridge-built models, 
identified by their peculiar bonnet design. 
   Big Healey values have risen 20 per cent 
per year since 2015 and show little signs 
of abating. So, the message is clear 
enough: don’t delay or even a 100/6 may 
soon become, financially, out of reach.

WHAT ARE THEY   
LIKE TO DRIVE?
In a funny sort of the way, the 100/6 gives 
you best – and worst – of both worlds. Yes, 
there’s that beefy six-cylinder engine allied 
to a proper four-speed transmission, but 
first cars were heavier and no quicker than 
the nimbler 100/4, which puts it on par with 
a good MGB but where the 100/6 scores 
is with its lorry-like torque – it’s a lazy 
driver’s sports car and great for touring.
     That said, any Big Healey is a joyful 
experience and a delight to drive in the 
same way a Jag XK is when compared 
to much more modern E-type; by that 
we mean it’s a ‘vintage’ feel that is best 
schooled by taking it by the scruff of the 
neck to show it who’s boss. The 100/6 

relied on drum brakes and while discs are 
much preferred, shod with good linings, they 
are acceptable for the car’s performance. 
    
WHAT ARE THEY   
LIKE TO LIVE WITH?
One of the big Healey’s advantages is its 
dead straightforward hardware that results 
in wide parts availability (new and second-
hand) making it a classic that a reasonably 
competent DIY owner can service at home 
with ease, backed by a number of excellent 
specialists around the country for the more 
complicated repairs such as Bill Rawles and 
JME Healeys. It’s a wise move to obtain the 
excellent parts catalogue from  A.H. Spares. 
     The easiest performance mod is slotting 
in the 3-litre engine (although the 2.6 is a 
bit sweeter) and, assuming that the basics 
are in good shape, Big Healey experts 
recommend a better front-anti-roll bar as the 
best single handling mod costing only 
£200, along with good quality tyres.

WE RECKON
Don’t dismiss the 100/6; it’s two-thirds of a 
3000 and two-thirds (or even less) the price 
but has the similar rustic feel of the purists’ 
pick 100/4. Just don’t tell everybody…



WHY SHOULD I BUY ONE?
The six-pot TRs were always regarded as 
the spiritual successor to the Big Healey, 
and if the original TR5 PI is seen as the 
‘3000’ by dint of its better performance, 
masculine looks and higher values, then the 
TR6 must be the better value ‘100/6’ of the 
range. In fact, a TR6 and 100/6 are fairly 
evenly matched price-wise although (like-for-
like) the A-H is the more expensive classic.

WHAT CAN I GET?
Only one TR6 was made yet there’s only one 
car to own many feel – the original pre-1972 
150bhp version. This is because after this, 
the engine was toned down to 124bhp care 
of a less wild camshaft and smaller inlet 
valves. Well, that’s the widely perceived view 
although the lower on paper power makes 
very little difference on the road between and 
too many people still get hung up on 
insisting upon a ‘150bhp’ CP-engined car 
irrespective of its overall condition and rather 
if it’s fuel injected or carb fed.

Rather, you should buy a TR6 on its 
condition first and foremost rather than how 
many horses it still has under that clever 
German Karmann facelifted bonnet and 
that’s because, like all TRs, they hide their 
rust too bloody well, and rebuilds always 
cost more than you would initially budget for 
– certainly the final bill can cost more than 
buying a top car from the outset.

This situation is further complicated by 
the fact that very few TR6s are still around 
in an un-restored state. The vast majority 
went to the United States and a fair few 
have made it back to these shores, some 
still in left-hand drive form and a good 
percentage still in US tune. Where you 
may lose out with a US expat is with its 
detuned engine that’s running on carbs, 
but that could be a good thing because 
you won’t suffer from PI woes and you can 
easily uprate the engine to UK spec (and 
above), yet keep it on easy going carbs. 

WHAT ARE THEY 
LIKE TO DRIVE?
Despite a far plusher cockpit, better head 
gear and a lighter feel, the Triumph is still 
a Healey-like beast and that’s surely their 
appeal? Power from the long-stroke six-pot 
engine makes the tail squat when burying 
the throttle and the infamous ‘Triumph 
twitch’ when you apply power remains all 
to evident as well as unnerving to novices. 
The ride is firm, but the front anti-roll bar 
(lacking on TR5) allied to IRS helps make 
the handling pretty predictable on good 
tyres although in the wet, tail slides can be 
had – but nicely held – at whim. In the right 
hands, hustling a well sorted TR6 becomes 
something to savour – so long as you are 
prepared to take control of yours by the 
scruff of the neck – just like a Healey…

Performance is largely dependent on 
the state of engine tune but if gentle 
cruising is more your style, the TR6 is 
also well suited for the job. Overdrive 
ensures the legal limit sits easily under 
3000rpm. Like the MGB, it’s essential 
as the (rare) plain four-speeders appear 
fussy at high speed by comparison.

WHAT ARE THEY   
LIKE TO LIVE WITH?
The supply of parts at reasonable prices 
is superb. Sadly, BMH all too quickly 
stopped making complete shells but 
continues with individual panels and CTM 
Engineering will make chassis to order.

To run on unleaded, ultimately you 
need hardened exhaust valve inserts 
while the seals in the Lucas PI metering 
unit will also need upgrading when the 
time comes. The PI system is now 
trustworthy if an expert sets it up. TR 
specialists also say that replacing all the 
suspension bushes along with a full 
geometry rejig transforms the handling.

WE RECKON
If the Big Healey is too old hat, too heavy 
and too dear and a TVR Chimaera too 
modern and flash, only a TR6 fits the bill…

1 1 1

 TRIUMPH TR6

TRIUMPH vs 
BIG HEALEY

CLASSICCARS4SALE.NET

FOR MORE ADVICE AND 
REVIEWS VISIT OUR WEBSITE
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TR4 LHD. For
restoration,
rotten
chassis, body
a bit better!
£5,250

TR7 2.0 litre
convertible.
2 owners,
good car,
fully
serviced/
mot’d. £3,250

Triumph
Stag Manual
Overdrive.
Long mot,
looks great,
horrible
underneath!
£3,995

1969
Triumph 
TR6. Superb
car, history,
O/D, too
much to
list, £23,995

MK1 Stag.
Ford V6
engine,
BMW diff,
drives great,
full MOT,
very sound.
£5,750

Triumph Stag Manual overdrive. Full
mot & serviced, some blemishes £6,250

Triumph
Spitfire
MK4. Very
good home
restoration,
new
everything!
(mostly!)
£5,995

TR7
Convertible.
Full mot, 
serviced, new
hood, seats
etc, home
respray
£2,750
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1958 TR3A 2 DOOR SPORTS. BLUE/BISCUIT. FULLY RESTORED. OVERDRIVE. STUNNING CONDITION....£35,000
1968 TR250 2 DOOR SPORTS. RED. MOT UNTIL MARCH 2017 AND FULLY SERVICED. CONVERTED TO RHD..£28,500
1967 TR4A 2 DOOR SPORTS. BLACK/RED. UK CAR WITH OVERDRIVE. JUST HAD BODY OFF CHASSIS
RESTORATION. BEAUTIFUL CONDITION ..........................................................................................£26,000
1964 TR4 2 DOOR SPORTS. GREEN/BLACK. UK CAR WITH OVERDRIVE. THE SHELL IS IN STUNNING
CONDITION, DRIVES SUPERBLY ....................................................................................................£24,500
1974 TR6 2 DOOR SPORTS. GREEN/BLACK. EX US CAR ON CARBURETTORS WITH OVERDRIVE. 
FULLY RESTORED MID 90'S WITH PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORDS ............................................................£14,500 
1962 TR4 2 DOOR SPORTS. RED./BLACK. EX US CAR BROUGHT BACK TO THE UK IN 1989 AND 
CONVERTED TO RHD. CHASSIS IN VERY GOOD CONDITION..................................................................£14,500
1953 MG TD/TF 2 DOOR CABRIOLET. MAROON. OLDER RESTORATION, MECHANICALLY VERY GOOD....£17,500
1960 TR3A FOR RESTORATION. EX USA CAR....................................................................................£5,750
1965 TR4A FOR FULL RESTORATION. EX USA CAR, ALL TAXES AND DUTIES PAID................................£5,750

Appleton Autodrome, Swine Yard Lane,
Appleton, Warrington WA16 0SD
Telephone 01925 756000

We provide a full range of services for the
TR owner, from general maintenance and
service, through to complete restoration.
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• 7 Regional Centres
• All enthusiasts of Healeys, Sprites,

100’s, 100/6’s, 3000’s are warmly
welcomed 

• Full colour monthly magazine 
• Social Events

• Local monthly meetings
• Healey Sport Centre organising

full Race and Hillclimb Series

AUSTIN
HEALEY CLUB

2017 International
Healey Weekend
Leamington Spa

Event details on website
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For a better deal all round call TRGB Ltd
Worldwide mail order – next day if 

required (UK)
Or why not visit our shop?

Full workshop and paintshop
facilities at £59.00 + VAT/hour

Triumphs always for sale

www.trgb.co.uk                           e-mail: sales@trgb.co.uk

Tel: 01487 842168
Unit 1 Sycamore Farm Ind. Est,
Longdrove, Somersham, Huntingdon,
Cambs PE28 3HJLTD.

TR6 1974
ORIGINAL UK
FUEL INJECTED
CAR WITH
OVERDRIVE.
MIMOSA YELLOW
WITH BLACK
INTERIOR.

SUBJECT TO EXTENSIVE BODY RESTORATION (WITH
PHOTOS). DRY SUMMER USE ONLY BY PREVIOUS OWNER.
EXCELLENT ENGINE AND OVERDRIVE GEARBOX. ENGINE
BAY SLIGHTLY SCRUFFY NOW BUT EXCELLENT BODY AND
CHASSIS.LEATHER SEATS. WELL CARED FOR AND READY TO
DRIVE AWAY. WILL NOW BE TAX EXEMPT! £15,995

TR6 1969 150BHP
WITH
OVERDRIVE.
ROYAL BLUE
WITH SHADOW
BLUE INTERIOR.
BODY OFF
RESTORED CAR
IN VERY GOOD CONDITION THROUGHOUT. VERY
EARLY CAR, ONE OF THE FIRST BUILT (NUMBER 241)
MASSIVE AND DETAILED HISTORY FILE GOING BACK
MANY MANY YEARS. RARE CHANCE TO BUY SUCH
AND EARLY CAR, WHICH ARE THE MOST SORT AFTER
OF ALL TR6’S (COMMISSION SALE).                 £21,995

TR6 1971 150
BHP CP SERIES
MODEL, WITH
OVER DRIVE.
EXTENSIVE
BODY OFF
CHASSIS
RESTORATION
ALMOST EVERY PANEL REPLACED. FULLY
JIGGED CHASSIS AND LAZER ALIGNED.
STAGE 3 ENGINE WITH TRIPPLE WEBBERS
AND PHOENIX SINGLE PIPE EXHAUST. VERY
FAST WITH HANDLING TO MATCH.
(COMMISSION SALE).                        £24,995

TR3A 1960 LHD
WITH
OVERDRIVE,
EXCELLENT
CONDITION.
FULL BODY OFF
CHASSIS
RESTORATION,
2.2 LTR ENGINE
WITH GAS

FLOWED HEAD. GREY LEATHER INTERIOR AND FULL
WEATHER GEAR. PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD OF THE
RESTORATION.

£25,995

TR3 CHASSIS
NUMBER TS9741.
VERY FAST AND
RELIABLE CAR
WITH HIGH SPEC
REVINGTON
ENGINE RUNNING
ON EFI. LAST

OWNER 26 YEARS. USED FOR LONG DISTANCE TOURING.
ONE BILL ALONE TOTALS £33,000!. FULL BODY OFF
CHASSIS RESTORATION. SOME MINOR COSMETIC
IMPROVEMENTS WOULD IMPROVE THE CAR BUT THIS IS
WITHOUT DOUBT THE FASTEST TR3 I HAVE DRIVEN IN
30 YEARS! (COMMISSION SALE).                            £22,995

TRIUMPH TR2
HISTORIC RALLY
CAR. COMES
COMPLETE WITH
THE MOST
COMPREHENSIVE
HISTORY FILE. “PRE
PUBLICATION”
MANUALS AS WELL AS RALLY TROPHIES, ALL COME WITH THE
CAR. THE CAR HAS BEEN SUBJECT TO A BODY OFF CHASSIS
RESTORATION AND NOW NEEDS COMPLETING. ALL NEW
CARPETS AND TRIM ARE WITH THE CAR AS WELL AS TONS OF
SPARES. THE ENGINE HAS BEEN FULLY RE-BUILT AND RUNS
VERY WELL. PART EXCHANGE CONSIDERED.                    POA

SOMETHING TO
SELL?

01206 
506221

CALL US NOW

ADVERTISE IT IN
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CLEAR UNDER CAR ACCESS.. .

UK/Worldwide
MECH-MATE LTD

Tel: +44 (0)1525 385135
info@mech-mate.com

Europe Mainland
Matthys Quality Equipment bvba

Tel: +32 (0)56773100 info@matthys.net

SuperSafe Motorpits
The 'Fireguard' gelcoated GRP Motorpit moulding

contains any spillages for easy clean-up, dry - no humidity.
Airduct extraction and vapour alarm options

Motorpits from 2-4.5m long, seated or stand in models

. . .and devilishly comfortable too
. . .beware.

See us at

Beaulieu
Sept. ‘17
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Riley was plush for its day 
and was considered refined

If any pair of motoring manufacturers 
summed up immediate post war 
middle class Britain then it has to 

be Riley and Rover even though their 
mainstream models were as different 
as chalk and cheese. Despite its 
Studebaker-inspired lines, the Rover P4, 
that was first shown at the 1949 Earls 
Court Motor Show, captured the essence 
of Britishness perfectly, with its wood 
and leather interior that was combined 
with safe and solid engineering. And yet, 
despite its more modern appearance to 
the Riley RM, the P4 was still tied to the 
staid ‘Auntie’ Rover image, where as the 
pre-war looking Riley had all the raffish 
charm, of an MG.

Both the P4 and RM represent a 
charming period in motoring and still 
remain good value as classic purchases 
with a difference. So cheer up if you 
can’t afford a Mk1 Jaguar anymore; 
simply lower your sights, but not, we can 
assure you, your expectations!

LANEMEMORY

CHOICECLASSIC

OF THE

CLASSICSCLASH
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Can the RM or P4 provide Jag like satisfaction on a budget?

MIDDLE LANE
MOTORING IN THE



RILEY VS ROVER

1 1 7

Advanced Twin Cam unit gives 
good go but very costly to fix

WHICH ONE TO BUY?
LOOKS ARE DECEPTIVE
Despite their differences, this pair have a lot 
in common, all stemming from such quality, 
sporting, charismatic and well respected 
brands. With its twin-cam engine, the RM 
Riley is sportier whereas the Rover was 
nothing but a staid old cruiser right from 
the outset. The RMA was the first and was 
launched in 1945 with a 1.5-litre engine, 
four-speed gearbox, torsion bar front 
suspension, hydro mechanical brakes and 
a reasonably healthy top speed of 75mph. 
However, Riley enthusiasts moaned it 

wasn’t a real Riley even though the press 
and the public were impressed with the 
flowing lines, luxurious interiors, excellent 
road holding and handling and acceptable 
performance. The 90bhp 2½-litre version 
of the twin overhead camshaft four was 
dropped into the RMB which also sported 
a longer wheelbase and larger body giving 
useful extra room and 90mph. In 1948 power 
was increased to 100bhp allowing the RMF 
to hit the ton in favourable conditions.

The RMC was a svelte 2½-litre, three-
seater drophead, really designed for the 
American market and now very scarce as 

Considering that you don’t trip over  
them at shows, RM survival rate is 
astonishing; the Riley RM club reckons 
around 2000 – with a good chunk on 
the road – and spare parts and support 
similarly excellent; what isn’t available 
can be remade although Roger Lamb 
advises not to strip a car willy-nilly as it 
can distort the frame all too easily – 
such advice is in the club’s Restoration 
Manual, a must at only £25.
Once a Rover man, always a Rover 
man, proudly says P4 Driver’s Guild 
member Colin Blowers who has 
owned P4s since 1980 and estimates 
there’s some 2000 left – a far cry from 
the 14,000 he says were on the books 
when the Guild was started 40 years 
ago. Colin (who also owns a P6 3500 
auto and a Rover 75) says the P4 is far 
better built than the later P5 and P6 
replacements and running one is no 
problem so long as the rot hasn’t 
taken a hold. Colin has owned most 
derivatives and currently drives a 105R 
(automatic) and jokes he bought his 
first one some 30 years ago “just to 
see how bad they [Roverdrive] were, 
given the road test reports when new!” 

 WHAT THE EXPERTS SAY

Lovely middle class shot 

depicting RM buying base

Vinyl roof style was ahead of its 
time by some two decades

s
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P4 better suited for 
genteel motoring 

Classy cabin is 
as good as 
Jag; rear door 
design ensures 
great access 
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just 507 were produced. Another rare 
beast was the full four-seater 2½-litre 
RMD of which just 502 were built.  

The RME, available from 1952-1955, 
was an improved RMA boasting full 
hydraulic brakes and a hypoid rear axle. 

Ignoring the gas turbine project, the 
Rover was an utterly conventional car and 
dubbed the poor man’s Rolls-Royce. That 
central front light ‘Cyclops’ style proved 
too radical and in 1952 it bit the dust; 
the following year the more affordable 
60 and 90 variants arrived. At the 
same time the gearchange was moved 

from the column to the floor. Servo-
assisted brakes arrived for 1956 as 
did a Laycock overdrive in place of the 
freewheel system previously available. 
The 105R (for Roverdrive) and 105S 
(for Synchromesh, denoting a manual 
gearbox), with twin carbs and servo-
assisted brakes followed before the 
swish new P5 arrived. Understandably, 
development of the old car slowed 
although subsequent facelifts with new 
model designations plus front disc 
brakes along with a better 2.6-litre six 
(100 model, denoting its 100bhp) kept 
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the range alive until 1964; the most 
significant change being substituting 
steel for the previous alloy bonnet boot 
and door panels in 1963. 

In total 130,342 examples had 
rolled off the production lines and the 
days of Auntie Rover were over and 
there’s a much better chance of finding 
the model you want compared to the 
Riley although, as always, condition 
counts more than  trim or specs. Having 
said that, four-cylinder models are 
sluggish and the six is much superior in 
its speed and silky smoothness.
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AND THE WINNER IS…

Trusty engine design and 
Land Rover link means 

parts supply is mainly ok 

Brochure and 

Adverts highlighted 

P4’s engineering

There’s something about this classy Riley – witness their steep rise in prices 
of late (all Rileys to be fair) and we can see this continuing. The RM is a 
sophisticated sports saloon that mixed pre-war glam with fairly modernish 
driving standards. However, the more you look at P4s the more appealing they 
become. Cruisers rather than sprinters, the driver’s high seating position, which 
allows an early view of what’s coming MPV-style, epitomises this Rover’s view 
on motoring; it’s a cut above the rest. And the P4 may have a point.

WHAT’S THE BEST TO DRIVE?
BLIMEY – IT’S THE RILEY!
Bearing in mind the fact that these cars 
qualify for free bus passes they both drive 
amazingly well. If anything, it’s the sportier 
Riley that feels the heavier and the brakes, 
particularly early ‘hydromech’ ones, struggle 
to cope from the speeds at which the car is 
perfectly capable of cruising. 

On the plus side, thanks to the fitment 
of rack-and-pinion steering plus double-
wishbone independent front suspension, 
the RM driving experience is surprisingly 
modern (much more than the pre-war body 
styling suggests) yet it’s comfortable too. 

The RM is a heavy old thing and the  
2½-litre models are noticeably quicker than 
the 1½-litre editions. But don’t be too quick 
to dismiss the smaller engine though as the 
2½-litre RMs suffer from a heavier steering 
but can sit at motorway speeds all day. In 
a nutshell, the Riley is as sporty as MG 
Magnette ZA and, according to owners who 
have owned both, as good as a Jaguar Mk1.

In many ways, once you’re sat in a 
P4’s cabin, how the thing drives is almost 
secondary. So much thought went into this 
car’s cabin that the Rolls comparison, albeit 
on a lesser budget, is entirely justified. With 
its upright driving position and oversized 
steering wheel, it can feel like you’re driving 
a truck rather than a car. And considering 
the P4’s heft, the analogy is apt as they can 
have the responses of a truck, too. 

However, that solidity also ensures that 
bumps are smothered, so progress is even 
more comfortable than in the RM. And 
that’s what the P4 is about – comfort not 
speed. While six-pot cars can keep up with 
modern traffic fairly easily, this is a car for 
enjoying the ride and occasion rather than 
burning up the streets.

OWNING AND RUNNING
PRETTY  EVENLY BALANCED
Both cars have good support from owners’ 
clubs and specialists which is particularly 
important with the Riley. The RM will be 
more expensive than the P4 to run simply 
because of the parts scarcity which 
naturally increases prices.
    The P4 is amazingly durable, thanks to 
high quality thick steel panels. That’s why 
rotten P4s remain relatively rare; most are 
saveable but quite a few are cosmetically 
challenged, even if structurally sound. 
Replacement panels aren’t available 
although repair sections are.

Engine parts are generally plentiful 
thanks to Land Rovers being fitted with 
some of the various P4 units. This means, in 
general, parts supply situation is excellent. 
Even better, because all P4 engine bays 
have much the same layout, you can swap 
between the various power plants, whether 
four or six-cylinders and the Rover V8 has 
been shoehorned in to several P4s as well 
and makes a real Q Car says the P4 club!

Most really good RMs are well 
known within the club and they’re 
owned by long-standing members. So 
unsurprisingly, when those cars come 
up for sale they usually move between 
members which is why it’s so important 
to join the owners club.

Given the RM’s rarity and lack 
of popularity, spares and support 
is incredible! Most parts that you’re 
likely to need  are available from one 
source or another (generally The Riley 
RM Centre Ltd, the spares operation 
of the Riley RM Club), but some parts 
are also from overseas suppliers. The 
RM Club has a growing list of workshop 
manual supplements and its forum is huge. 
Against this can be the cost of repair and 
overhauling the twin cam engines (£8000).

There are far more really good RMs 
around than you might think, and although 
a reasonable number of good cars 
come up for sale each year, demand still 
outstrips supply, says the club. Buyers 
only really want cars that are ready to go, 
so projects rarely sell easily. Roadworthy 
1½-litre models (RMA, RME) are worth 
in the region of £1000-£1500 less than 
equivalent 2½-litre models (RMB, RMF), 
with the facelifted RME (from 1953) the 
least sought after of the bunch. If you’re on 

a budget, you’ll get the most for your money 
with one of these variants.

For something roadworthy you can 
expect to pay at least £5000, but better 
to spend £10,000 on something that’s 
probably already been restored at some 
point; shell out £15,000-£18,000 and you 
can secure a superb RMB or RMF. Most 
valuable of all is the open-topped RMD, 
which starts at £20,000 for a good one.

In comparison, P4s are dirt cheap with 
majority barely nudging five figures and 
decent runners little more then three grand, 
the sole exception being early Cyclops cars 
(£10,000+) and the 105R and S versions 
at slightly under the five figure mark. When 
you consider the price the Mk1 Jaguars 
are reaching, these better built Rovers are 
tremendous value. But for how long?
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The RILEY MOTOR
CLUB

The Club for all Rileys
– Founded 1925

• for technical advice 
• local meetings 
• spares 
• national rallies 
• colour magazine 
• worldwide membership

www.rileymotorclub.org

Membership secretary Robert McGoun on 

01202 529577
email: membership@rileymotorclub.org

C
M

08
.1

7/
A

96
/d

r

J. MOORE CLASSIC CARS
ROVER SPECIALISTS

01449 780241 / 07917 181840
jasonsclassiccars@btconnect.com

Unit 21, Red House Farm, Bacton, Suffolk IP14 4SB

P4, P5, P6, SD1, Land Rover,
Range Rover,

Hotrods and Customs
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• Restoration and repairs

• Service and fault diagnosis

• Paint and body

• Engine transmission rebuilds

• Conversion and modifications

• Bespoke fabrication

• Rewires and upgrades

• References available

C
M

08
.1

7/
C

D
13

/p

TEL: 01353 662981
WWW.elyservice.co.uk

repairs@elyservice.co.uk
17A LANCASTER WAY BUSINESS PARK

ELY CAMBS CB6 3NW
NOW UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP
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Nicholas Overall

07860 806904 / 01420 511375 (Hampshire)
Arun Holdings   email: newbarncottage@gmail.com
web: www.arunholdings.co.uk

Coming soon: Mercedes 250SL California. LHD.
1967. Blue with tan interior. Automatic. The rarest
of the Pagodas. This car has been restored to a very
good standard, with lots of pictorial history. New
MOT. £67,500

Lotus Elan Series 1 Turbo. 1990. Blue with black
interior. A very nice example with a very full history
file including all old MOTs, and service book most
of which was carried out by Lotus Specialists Bell
& Colvill. No nasty fibreglass cracks. £7,850

Porsche 911 (996). 3.4 Carrera Coupe. 1997. Sunroof.
124,000 miles. Immaculate light tan interior. Full
History with over £25,000 worth of invoices. New
MOT. Original folder with driver’s manual etc. A great
drive, surely a blue chip investment for the future.

£18,750

Part Exchange always considered.
Wanted Classic and historic race car projects, classic cars of all descriptions.

Consignment sales undertaken.

Chevron B17C, 1970 Formula 2 Ex works Chevro.
Driven by grand prix driver Rene Wisell. One of only
two built. Chassis No F27001. Has been totally rebuilt
including both 1600 BDA Engine and FT 200 Hewland
gearbox. A great competitive unique car. Surely
also a great investment for the future. £75,000

BMW 330CI Sport Auto, Cabriolet. 2003. 3 owners
from new. 88,000 miles with good service history.
Blue with tan interior. Nice clean car. £3750.00
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ESTABLISHED

1983

Tel: 01737 844 999
www.rsande.co.uk

STATION ROAD,
BETCHWORTH,

SURREY
RH3 7BZ

CLASSIC & SPORTS FINANCE

Specialist in Classic & Modern Rolls-Royce & Bentley Motor Cars

Bentley Azure Mulliner
This Late Series Azure is in Storm
Silver with contrasting Cotswold
Hide and Nautic Blue Top Rolland
Carpets. Dark Blue Hood, Twin
Umbrellas fitted in Boot
Compartment and Sat Nav Hi FI
System. 2003, 36,000 miles.
Full Service History.

£84,950

Bentley Arnage T
This is the flag ship from the model
range with 450 BHP and great
specification B wing motif to set
faces in Portland, Burr walnut with
Aluminium waist rail and fascia
inserts, sunroof and rear DVD player
and screens. £29,500

Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow II
This is a very nice example of a
Shadow II, fitted with rear seat belts,
white wall tyres and Jaguar door
mirrors. 1977, 60,000 miles.
Mediterranean Blue, Dark Blue Hide
Piped Surf Blue. Full Service History.

£19,500

Rolls-Royce Silver Seraph
1 of 1540 Seraphs Built. These
Models are now becoming
collectable and are totally useable.
2000 (1999) mod. 97,000 miles.
Meteor Blue, Cotswold Piped
French Navy. Full Service History.

£35,950
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OWNER GUIDE

Apart from the Riley and Rover, Britain made 
many other fine first class travel carriages

Quality
HUMBER HAWK, SNIPE & IMPERIAL
VASTLY UNDERRATED
With Rover and Triumph not really into large luxury limos, 
and Humber not known for small cars, you’re left with the 
upmarket Hawk (pictured) and the posher Super Snipe and 
Imperial models. Identified by their quad headlamp frontal 
and lavish cabins their handling always deterred sporty 
driving thanks to a pitch-prone handling. But comfort 
certainly reigns and inside there’s as much wood and 
leather as you find in a Rolls and are great value.

STANDARD SALOONS
TRIUMPHS IN WAITING?
Looking like a bloated Beetle, the Vanguard was 
made during a time when the maker had a much 
better image than the Triumph name that it recently 
took over. Boasting the engine that powered the 
four-cylinder TRs, the Vanguard was advanced for 
its era. Later, more modern looking replacements 
that survived before the Triumph 2000 came along 
also included that six-cylinder engine (Vignale/Luxury 
Six). All sell for peanuts – five grand max usually.

MG MAGNETTE
BEST OF THE LOT?
Launched just after the Rover and Riley, yet in design terms seemed from 
the distant future, the MG Magnette ZA and ZB is one of the best cars of 
its generation and a serious Jag Mk1 alternative. Stylish and classy if not 
fast, their sporty handling that was better than the Jag’s made up for it 
while the Jaguar-like interior made it a cut above the rest. Later Farinas 
are not half as good but cheap for what they offer, otherwise you can pay 
well over 13 grand for a ZA/ZB Magnette with strong attraction.

Street
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SUPERIOR SALOONS

WOLSELEY SALOONS
ALTERNATIVE MGS
Essentially, straight-laced derivatives of the 
MG Magnette with the exception of the 
larger 6/90, itself earlier known as the 
(twin cam) Riley Pathfinder which 
replaced the RM, also using the Austin 
Westminster 2.6 straight six. The 4/44 
may look like the MG yet few body parts 
were shared but it did use the TF-derived 
1250cc engine before the later 15/50 
fell in line with the MG. Pathfinder was 
known as ‘Ditchfinder’ due to its 
wayward handling until later 2.6 came 
along with its modified rear suspension 
and is the last true Wolseley. All can be 
had for under £9K.

AUSTIN WESTMINSTER 
A90-A105
HEALEY FOR HOUSEHOLDS
A bigger more plush and powerful 
Cambridge, with its C ‘six’ engine, 
the Westminster remains a Healey for 
households as they shared the same 
basic engine and running gear. 
Initially, just 85bhp but progressed to 
102bhp. Despite even a Rolls-like 
Vanden Plas offshoot, Westies remain 
undistinguished and underrated but 
fans love ’em and with good reason.

FORD ZEPHYR/ZODIAC
JUKEBOX JIVERS
Ford replaced the plodding Pilot with its Mk1 Zephyr 
and Zodiac along with a lower ranking four-cylinder 
Consul all with their new fangled McPherson strut front 
suspension making them decidedly advanced for their 
era while the new six-cylinder engine resulted in some 
go – and there’s that flamboyant 50’s style! When the 
range gave way to the finned Mk2, Ford established 
itself as maker of swish saloons that were right in tune 
with the rock and roll era and are prized as classics in 
saloon, estate or fantastic convertible guises.

VAUXHALL WYVERN, VELOX 
AND CRESTA
THE ORIGINAL E-TYPE
Anything Ford can do, Vauxhall wanted a 
rival so the E Series range was introduced 
a year later in 1951, based upon an old 
Chevrolet design. Initially, it was the four-
cylinder Wyvern (with its strange side 
opening bonnet for nightmare DIY 
maintenance) and the posher six-cylinder 
Velox, but that changed when the former 
was dropped in favour of the new Victor in 
1957 with the Cresta becoming the 
flamboyant flagship with optional three-tone 
paintwork and lots of chrome. At the time 
the Vauxhall was regarded better made than  
the Fords but now worth buttons compared 
with the equivalent Essex expresses…

TRIUMPH SALOONS
STANDARD BEARERS
They represented a time when Triumph prided itself on its traditional-built quaintly 
named ‘Town and Country’ saloons, in this case aluminium bodies upon an ash frame 
and steel chassis – very Morgan-like. There’s essentially three ranges, the 1800 and 
2000 and then later on the Renown which ran from 1948-54. The Renown was 
much the same, but the body sat on a 
modified Standard 
Vanguard chassis 
and so greatly 
benefited by its 
more modern coil 
spring front 
suspension. A TR 
they are not but are 
charmingly sedate 
and comfortable cars, 
if vintage for their era. 

JAGUAR MK1 
WISH LIST OF ONE
Surfacing just as the Riley bowed out, 
the Mk1 kicked off the wonderful range 
of Jaguar saloons that continues to this 
day. Only made for four years before 
the Mk2 took over, Mk1s used to be 
poor relation but not anymore and 
values can exceed the later range which 
sees well over £50,000 for 3.4s 
meaning the sedate 2.4 is only remotely 
on price-parirty with this group but even 
so you are looking at £20,000 for a 
decent one. Handling, due to its narrow 
rear axle, is skittish and the drum brakes 
adequate but there’s a character in Mk1 
which the Mk2 lacks.
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ROBERTS REMEMBERS

ANDREW 
ROBERTS
Contributor

Moore’s Motors
Classic car and film buff Andrew Roberts pays a 
special tribute to the late Sir Roger Moore 

… and regularly owned 
them as his road cars 

One Esprit said to have ‘blown up’, not by 
baddies – but an electrical fault!

Moore single-handledly made 
Volvos cool in 60’s The Saint…

The sad passing of Sir Roger Moore on 
23rd May prompted so many of us to think 
of the motor cars associated with this most 

genial of stars. In the late 1950s his off-screen 
transport XK150 that he bought to celebrate 
starring in the very forgotten TV series The 
Alaskans; “it really was a load of mush” the great 
man was to subsequently reflect. The Jaguar 
proved so unreliable that he offered to drive it 
through a window and “leave it on Hollywood 
Boulevard” if a Burbank dealership further delayed 
repairing it. Nearly twenty years later, during the 
shooting of what was arguably his finest hour as 
Bond The Spy Who Loved Me Moore took 
delivery of one of the first SD1 3500s!

 One hopes that the Midas Gold Rover gave 
him more pleasure than the Esprit; Sir Roger’s 
entertaining book Bond on Bond: The Ultimate 
Book on 50 Years of Bond Movies reflected on 
how he was impressed with the opportunity to 
buy a Lotus of his own at a 10 percent discount 
but Chapman wouldn’t give it. 

He had fonder memories of decapitating the 
AEC Regent double decker in Live & Let Die, a 
scene that required three months’ training at 
London Transport’s depot in Chiswick. 

The LT instructor informed the actor that “if 
the film game didn’t work out for me, I’d make a 
good London bus man”.

HE DIDN’T NEED PERSUADING
Of Sir Roger’s film and TV cars, some will 
instantly think of the Bahama Yellow Aston 
Martin DBS6 with an overdubbed V8 engine 
(and alloy wheels) note in The Persuaders! while 
a Rover P5B Saloon and Lamborghini Islero S 
were the automotive stars of The Man Who 
Haunted Himself, in which Moore gave one of 
his finest performances. Of the Bond outings, 
there was the underrated For Your Eyes Only 
with the Citroën 2CV6 (a stunt he enjoyed the 
most out of any Bond escapade, it is claimed) or 
the Alfa Romeo GTV6 in the ‘dated even when it 
was released’ Octopussy. 

 Those readers with a taste for pictures that 
are obscure or just plain bad may recall Escape 
to Athena in which Roger plays an Austrian 
Major in which a 1953 Mercedes-Benz LAK 312 
turns up in World War II. Gold has a 1969 Ford 
Mustang and is fairly unwatchable although  
The Cannonball Run has an Aston Martin DB5 
and is completely unwatchable. As for the 
‘Swinging’ British thriller Crossplot it features an 
Alfa Romeo 1600 Duetto and lots of Zephyr 
MkIVs and is quite brilliantly bad. Then there is 
Wild Geese with an early XJ-S and everyone’s 
favourite oil rig heist picture North Sea Hijack, 
where a bearded Roger apparently channelling 
the spirit of James Robertson Justice and a 
cameo from a Daimler DS420 Limousine that 
was the actor’s own car around 1980.

MOORE BECOMES A SAINT
However for me, and I suspect many others, it 
was the role of Simon Templar that made Roger 
a world star and established the Volvo marque 
as the quintessential motorcar for ‘The Infamous 
Simon Templar’. How the white P1800 rather 
than a Jaguar MkX came to be the automotive 
star of The Saint is an already well-established 
story. Robert Baker and Monty Berman, the 
show’s producers, thought that this magnificent 
saloon was ideal for Simon Templar - the E-type 
was deemed to be too impractical – and Moore 
recalled in his very readable autobiography that:

“I said whatever we had, I’d buy as well – 
hoping for a favourable deal, naturally, so we’d 
have two; meaning that when we were shooting 
with the main unit, should the second unit 
require a car for establishing or pick-up shots 
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COLUMNISTS

Moore and Bach in The 
Spy Who Loved Me back 
in 1977 and that famous 

submarine scene

Aston was a DBS6 but made to look 
like V8 to promote the new model. 
Car is seen with official reg and not 
the BS1 one (owned by Billy Smart)

they could use the production car and I’d use 
mine with the main unit”.

Unfortunately, Browns Lane refused to loan 
or sell any MkXs to the show but one day the 
production supervisor Malcolm Christopher was 
very taken with a Volvo P1800 he saw in 
London.  The result was that a former dealer 
demonstrator, registration 71 DXC, was sold to 
the production just in time for shooting the first 
episode in May 1962. From a 2017 perspective, 
it is sometimes hard to appreciate the impact the 
P1800 made on ITV viewers on 4th October ’62. 
The first P1800 was augmented in late 1963 by 
a second car, 77 GYL which was now provided 
by Volvo. One popular storyline was Simon 
visiting a remote country inn where the landlord 
a) has an ingénue daughter b) is played by a 
noted British character actor and c) is ‘up to no 
good’ and in The Case of the Frightened 
Inn-Keeper, this week’s villains are so fiendish 
that they blow up ‘71 DXC’, although Simon has 
ordered a new Volvo before the closing credits.  
By the late 1960s, Roger was often seen 
piloting NUV 647E and, off screen, also drove 
NUV 648E and became so attached to Volvo 
that in recent years he had a C70.

The Saint ran for 118 episodes until 9th 
February 1969 and looking at my boxset 
collection has been a fascinating experience. 

I’d forgotten how many of the early plotlines 
had a US setting, with Imperial Crown 
Southamptons and Plymouth Belvederes plus a 
strangely mid-Atlantic accent from Roger. The 
fifth season in 1966 was the first to be shot in 
colour – a move dictated by the demands of US 
television networks – and for many, including 
myself, this is the definitive series of The Saint, 
one that is positively awash with fine cars. The 
Man Who Liked Lions featured a Fiat 2100 
Speciale and Peter Wyngarde in magnificent 
form as a sardonic villain and the Formula One 
setting for The Fast Women allowed for plenty of 
shots of a Lotus 20 Formula Junior, plus lots of 
entertaining back projection. 

Little Girl Lost borrows the Danger Man 
Taurus tuned Austin Mini Cooper 1071S – it was 
not uncommon for cars to appear across ITC 
series – and Escape Route has Roger ‘stealing’ 
Inspector Teal’s Wolseley 6/99 and encountering 
Donald Sutherland as an absconding convict. 
The Power Artists has a Ford Consul Corsair, 
George Murcell gnawing on the scenery as a 
criminal mastermind and the unforgettable sight 
of Roger ‘grooving’ with hippie artists. 

The Queen’s Ransom introduced the 
infamous ‘White Jaguar Mk1 off a cliff’ stunt 
footage previously devised for The Baron and 
The Counterfeit Countess gave us the almost as 
good ‘Red Renault Dauphine off a cliff’ stunt 
footage. Watch out for it in any 60’s programme.

 That doomed white Jaguar was just one 
regular motoring trope of The Saint. Ivor Dean’s 
definitive Claude Eustace Teale invariably arrived 
in a Wolseley 6/99 or 6/110 and PR vehicles 
from various car makers would make frequent 
guest appearances. I had forgotten just how 
many Vauxhalls were showcased in The Saint – 

PBs, PC Crestas and Viscounts not to mention 
HA Vivas, FB Victors and VX 4/90s. A rather 
handsome LHD MGB Roadster is featured in To 
Kill a Saint, Simon Templar uses a Triumph 2000 
when he is disguised as a police inspector in 
Legacy for The Saint and the final show,   
The World Beater is dominated by a Jensen FF, 
a TVR Vixen S1 and Marcos 1600GT. 

Quite possibly, the most famous one-off 
appearance by the red racy Aston Martin DB4 
Series V in The Noble Sportsman, which 
became a Newport Pagnell DB5 prototype and, 
in 1964, was seen at Pinewood Studios in a 
certain 007 film, I recall…

Simon Templar’s adventures supposedly 
took him around the world but in reality, he rarely 
ventured out of London and the Home Counties. 
The first season’s The Latin Touch is especially 
unusual in that it has a limited amount of Rome 
location footage and Vendetta for the Saint was 
set in Sicily – but quite clearly shot in Malta. 

Asides from that, as Sir Roger put it in his 
memoirs “by wheeling out the odd plastic palm 
tree, affixing false car number plates and 
slapping a caption across the bottom of the 
screen, the Elstree backlot and surrounds would 
become France, Spain, Italy, Switzerland or even 
The Bahamas”.

 A further charming detail of The Saint is the 
continuity, which was sometimes so absent as to 
be quite surreal. A Citroën DS19 cannot make 

up its mind whether it was yellow or white in To 
Kill a Saint and a Bentley S1 transforms into an 
Austin A125 Sheerline post-explosion in Legacy 
for The Saint. Cars might even change model 
from shot to shot; a Škoda 1000 MB turns into 
an Octavia during The Paper Chase.

The fact that short driving sequences were 
often, to quote Sir Roger, created via a revolving 
drum “with bits of silver paper on it to represent 
city lights flashing past it or if we were in the 
country, we’d attach a few twigs” only added to 
the appeal of the programme. Moore knew that 
his screen heroes were the creation of smoke and 
mirrors, and in his off-duty hours he drove such 
everyday cars as a Renault 5. The Saint may have 
been a show of restricted budget and shooting 
schedule but each edition has gloss, pace and 
100 per cent entertainment value. Above all The 
Saint starred Roger Moore – masterful light 
comedy actor, UNICEF activist and true 
gentleman. Cue Edwin Astley’s theme tune.

CLASSICCARS4SALE.NET

FOR MORE ADVICE AND 
REVIEWS VISIT OUR WEBSITE
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THIS IS A SMALL SELECTION OF OUR STOCK FOR A FULL LISTING CHECK OUR WEBSITE OR PLEASE CALL STEVE DREWITT ON:

Tel: 01202 388488 • Mobile: 07860 512368
e-mail: silverlady@btconnect.com       facebook.com/silverladyservices
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SALES - SERVICE - RESTORATION
www.silverladyservices.co.uk

Est. 1991
We are now

on facebook

2003 BENTLEY CONTINENTAL T Black Sapphire
with Cotswold interior. 48,000 miles. Only
349 Continental T produced. F.S.H.
Immaculate throughout £79,950

1994 BENTLEY CONTINENTAL R Black Ebony
with Black interior. 107,000 miles. Rear
1⁄4 badges, Lots of history, Superb
condition. £34,950

1994 ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER SPIRIT III Red Pearl, Parchment
interior piped in St James with matching carpets & Lambs wool
rugs. 56,000 miles, Avon Whitewall tyres, known to us for the
last 13 years, F.S.H. Totally Immaculate throughout. £18,500

1997 BENTLEY AZURE Jack Barclay Special by Mulliner Park
Ward Silver with Royal Blue interior. Limited edition – only
10 built. 51,000 miles. Burr walnut front door panels, Rear
parking sensors, DVD screens, F.S.H £74,500

2004 BENTLEY CONTINENTAL GT Silverlake
metallic blue with Saffron interior. 88,000 miles.
Burr walnut veneer, Sat Nav, Parking sensors.
F.S.H. Just serviced and MOT. £26,500

1980 ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER SHADOW II
Caribbean blue with dark blue interior.
104,000 miles. Last owner has owned the
vehicle since 1992 £11,950

2006 BENTLEY CONTINENTAL FLYING SPUR Silver
Tempest with Beluga interior. 56,000 miles. Glass
tilt and slide sunroof with electric sun blind, Sat
Nav, Angel eye headlight conversion. £29,950

1990 ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER SPIRIT II Light oyster
with beige interior piped in slate grey. 56,000
miles. £27,000 spent on it in last 18 months
including bare metal repaint. £15,950

1963 BENTLEY S3 Smoke green over Sage
green with contrasting dark green interior.
Restored to pristine condition. Immaculate
throughout. £59,950

1999 BENTLEY ARNAGE 4.4 V8 Dark Amethyst
Blue with Barley hide piped in French Navy,
57,000 miles. Reversing camera, Satellite
Navigation, Bluetooth. F.S.H £20,950

1998 BENTLEY BROOKLANDS R MULLINER Atlantic
blue mica with main hide in sand and secondary
hide in pebble. Number 33 of 100 built. 73,000
miles. F.S.H. A stunning vehicle. £22,500

1995 ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER SPUR (LWB) Royal Blue
with Magnolia interior piped in French Navy. Just
serviced, new windscreens, 4 new Avon whitewall
tyres. 108,000 miles. Outstanding value. £14,950
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LANDWAY FARM, BASTED LANE, CLAYGATE CROSS, KENT TN15 8PY

www.ghostmotors.co.uk   enquiries@ghostmotors.co.uk

GHOST MOTORSGHOST MOTORS
EXCLUSIVELY ROLLS-ROYCE AND BENTLEY SALES, SERVICE & PARTS

1949 BENTLEY MK VI MULLINER
SALOON. Finished in Royal Garnet
with grey hide, piped red interior.
Covered 66,500 miles with extensive
service history and a comprehensive
restoration. A very handsome and scarce
coach built MK VI presented in stunning
condition throughout.................£50,000

1993 BENTLEY BROOKLANDS
finished in Racing Green with
Cotswold hide, 59,000 miles from
new. Full and comprehensive history
Exceptional ........................£18,000

1988 DAIMLER DS420 LIMOUSINE.
Finished in Silver with Grey and Black
hide interior 107,000 miles Maintained to
a very high standard. Just 3 former
keepers Beautiful example in outstanding
condition throughout..................£11,000

1956 BENTLEY S1 MULLINER
CONTINENTAL SIX LIGHT SALOON
finished in Cardinal Red with Tan hide
interior. Benefits from recent mechanical
overhaul. Suicide doors. Full length
Webasto sunroof. PAS. Excellent history
file. One of just 27 examples made.
Totally original throughout.....£100,000

1939 ROLLS ROYCE WRAITH. Touring
Limousine By Park Ward with division Finished
in Two Tone Georgian Silver and Wildberry
with a  Beige Hide interior. Presented in fine
condition throughout, this very rare pre-war
Wraith runs and drives superbly and has
beautiful Park Ward coachwork with an equally
fine interior. Sold fully serviced..........£55,000

1974 ROLLS ROYCE CORNICHE
CONVERTIBLE by Mulliner park Ward
Finished in Acrylic White with Blue
Mohair hood. Magnolia Hide 95,000
miles from new Factory white. Low
mileage. Good history file........£47,000

Telephone

01732 886002
Similar cars required, instant decision

1953 ROLLS ROYCE SILVER
WRAITH BY JAMES YOUNG
finished in Georgian Silver with Red
hide interior. Owned by Harry
Ferguson of Massey Ferguson
Tractors. Beautiful James Young
body. Recent full mechanical
overhaul ..............................£50,000

1934 ROLLS ROYCE 20 / 25
SPORTS SALOON BY
WINDOVERS. Finished in Black
over Cream with Beige cloth interior.
Complete with a very good history
file. Beautiful. A prize winner.
............................................£56,000

1949 BENTLEY MK VI Finished in
Tudor grey over Shell grey with
Burgundy hide interior. Offered with
an excellent history file including
some early invoicing and MOT’s.
Stunning original example. A prize
winner.................................£37,000

1953 ROLLS ROYCE SILVER DAWN LHD.
Finished in Silver with Red interior. Fitted
with Power steering, Air conditioning and
seat belts. Total renovation at Rolls Royce
specialists with a huge history file detailing
over £50,000 spent. Presented in concourse
condition throughout, this is surly the finest
Dawn on the market toda ................£60,000

1959 ROLLS ROYCE SILVER CLOUD II finished Sand
over Sable with light tan interior. This Cloud has been in
one family’s ownership from new. Extensive service
history with invoices dating back to 1968 and MOT
certificates from 1971. Also original handbook full tool
kit. Low mileage car with just 66,900 miles from new.
This Cloud II has been beautifully maintained and
remains in stunning original condition..............£70,000

1989 ROLLS ROYCE SILVER
SPIRIT. Finished in Windsor Blue
with Magnolia piped Blue Interior.
Covered just 39,000 miles from new
having had just 3 former keepers.
Full main agent service history.
Outstanding condition. .......£17,500

1988 BENTLEY EIGHT. Finished in
Royal Blue with Tan Hide and Blue
over rugs. Covered just 41,000 miles
from new with full and comprehensive
service with Bentley main agents.
This is probably the finest Bentley
Eight on the market today. Beautiful
throughout ...........................£15,000

1980 ROLLS ROYCE SILVER
SHADOW II. Finished in original
Willow over Olive having beige 
hide interior. Just 68,000 miles from
new with Full main agent and
specialists service history. Totally
original and Exceptional condition.
............................................£27,000

1989 ROLLS ROYCE SILVER
SPIRIT. Finished in Cobalt blue with
Magnolia piped Blue hide interior.
Covered just 64,000 miles with only 3
former keepers. Very well maintained.
Full service history. Fantastic
condition throughout. Most desirable
colour combination. .............£15,250

1993 BENTLEY BROOKLANDS. Finished
in original Acrylic White with Magnolia
hide interior piped Brown. Covered only
76,000 miles from new with only 4 former
keepers. The service history is incredible,
this car has been to Bentley themselves
every year of its life. Maintained regardless
of cost. Outstanding condition......£18,000

1947 ROLLS ROYCE SILVER
WRAITH SEDANCA DE VILLE.
Finished in Maroon over Black.
Black hide and West of England
wool cloth interior. Totally restored.
£100,000 spent. The best on the
market.................................£85,000

1990 Bentley Turbo R, finished in
Midnight Blue with Magnolia hide piped
Blue Just 59,000 miles from new. Known
to us for many years. Always regularly
serviced. Very desirable colour
combination. Sold fully serviced with 1
years MOT ................................£13,750

1951 BENTLEY MK VI ALUMINIUM
MULLINER SALOON finished in Old
English White over Black with Light Tan hide
interior. Large history file with many invoices
and original build sheets. Very scarce
example. 1 of only 6 made with this
aluminium body. Highly original. Excellent
condition .................................................£50,000

1964 ROLLS ROYCE SILVER CLOUD
III finished in Shell over Tudor Grey
with Tan hide interior Covered just
67,000 miles with an excellent history
f ile. Build sheets and original
handbook. Just 2 owners from new.
Truly outstanding condition ...£80,000

1977 ROLLS ROYCE SILVER
SHADOW II. Finished in
beautiful Garnet with Black hide
interior. Covered just 35,000
miles with 3 former keepers.
Perfect in every way......£38,000

1979 BENTLEY T2 finished in Silver Mink with a
Blue everflex roof. Covered 129,000 miles with
full service history. Offered with an impressive
history to include original handbook folder
complete with stamped service book having 25
service stamps, drivers handbook and all other
supplements. A very pretty example of this scarce
model with only 558 having been made..£12,500

1970 BENTLEY T1 finished
Caribbean blue with Grey hide
interior. Covered 98,000 miles with
service history. Very well
maintained. Known to ourselves.
Exceptional condition ........£26,000

1947 Rolls Royce Silver Wraith
Formal Saloon by Barker with
Division Finished in Grey over
Black with Grey hide interior.
Showing 59,000 miles. Good
History File. Lovely condition
..........................................£35,000

1996 (’97) BENTLEY
BROOKLANDS LWB LIGHT
PRESSURE TURBO.
Finished in Ocean Mica with
magnolia interior piped blue. 76,000
miles. 4 Former keepers. Full service
history Light Pressure Turbo 300
BHP model. Picnic tables and electric
rear seats .............................£18,000
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Hanwells of London

OVER 60 ROLLS ROYCE & BENTLEY IN STOCK
For our up to date stock list, please call. 24 Months 5 star Warranty. Parts and labour on all cars.

All vehicles have a full 20,000 mile service plus 100 point check and one years MoT.
ROLLS ROYCE & BENTLEY SPECIALISTS

BROADWAY 86 – 88 UXBRIDGE ROAD LONDON W7 3ST
*WEBSITE* www.hanwells.com    Email: sales@hanwells.com

Tel: 020 8567 6557 After Hours: 01932 224872
Fax: 020 8579 5386 CM08.17/A73/sap

The Ultimate Rolls-Royce & Bentley Selection

2007/07 Bentley Flying Spur. Finished in Midnight Emerald with
Ochre main hide and with Spruce as secondary hide. Heated and
cooling seats front and rear, with the 5 seat option and picnic tables
to the rear. Only 46,000 miles with Full Service History. Immaculate
condition throughout ............................................................£38,850

1992 J Rolls Royce Silver Spirit MK II Active Ride. Finished in
Rhapsody Blue with Magnolia fine lines and Magnolia interior piped
in French Blue, with French Blue carpets piped in Magnolia. One
family owner and just 29,000 miles with history. Immaculate
condition throughout and not to be missed at only ...............£22,950

1987 D Rolls Royce Silver Spur ABS EFI. One owner. Finished in
Redwood Metallic with Magnolia interior piped in St James, with St
James carpets piped in Magnolia. Only 42,000 miles with Full Service
History. Totally unmarked condition throughout. Must be seen ..£19,999

2002/02 Rolls Royce Silver Seraph Last of Line. Very rare, one of
only 170. 2 owners, supplied by us 3 years ago. Only 58,000 miles
with FSH. Finished in Silver Tempest with St James coachlines.
Electric sunroof and all Last of Line features. Interior in Light Grey,
with Mulberry carpets. Immaculate. Only.............................£56,950

2005/54 Bentley Arnage T Mulliner. Finished in Beluga, with electric
sunroof, Le Mans wing vents, quad exhausts and rear parking camera.
Magnolia interior with Black stitching, Flying B’s to seats and waist rails.
Rear screens, Bluetooth. Only 28,000 miles, FSH. Known to ourselves
for last 3 years. Unmarked throughout, must be seen .............£41,950

1995 N Bentley Azure. Finished in Acrylic White with a Black hood, 17 inch
alloys and a chrome radiator. Soft Black interior with Piano Black veneers and
Black carpets. Only 28,000 miles with FSH. Known to ourselves for many years.
Last owner for 15 years. Immaculate condition throughout....................£59,950

1996 N Rolls Royce Silver Spirit MK IV. Finished in Wildberry with
Cotswold interior and Mulberry carpets. This car has only covered
74,000 miles, with Full Service History and has been known to us for
over 10 years. Unmarked condition throughout and highly
recommended ......................................................................£23,750

1990 G Rolls Royce Silver Spirit MK II Active Ride. Only 23,000 miles
with full main agent history and maintained regardless of cost. Finished in
Royal Blue with a Magnolia Everflex roof and matching coachlines.
Magnolia interior with French Navy piping. An appreciating asset and a joy
to own.......................................................................................... £23,950

1997 P Bentley Turbo RL. Finished in Masons Black with Parchment
interior with Black piping and Black carpets with Parchment piping.
Only 67,000 miles, Full Service History, known to ourselves for last
11 years. Immaculate condition throughout..........................£17,950

1994 L Bentley Turbo R MK III. Finished in the ever popular
Wildberry, with 17 inch alloys. Magnolia interior with Mulberry
piping and Mulberry carpets piped in Magnolia. 103,000 miles
with Full Service History. Known to ourselves for last 8 years.
Immaculate condition throughout, a stunning example....£15,950

1980 V Rolls Royce Silver Shadow II. Finished in Georgian Silver
with a French Navy Everflex roof and Slate Grey interior, with
French Navy piping and French Blue carpets. Only 47,000 miles
with history. Over £21,000 spent within the last 6 months. A fast
appreciating model not to be missed. Immaculate ..........£34,950

2014/14 Bentley Flying Spur W12 LHD. Finished in Dark Sapphire
with electric sunroof and factory light smoked glass. Linen interior
with comfort spec. and two tone 3 spoke steering wheel. Rear picnic
tables and Naim premium audio. One owner, only 25,000 miles with
FSH. Immaculate throughout ..............................................£120,000

2007/56 Bentley Arnage R. Finished in Tungsten with special order
alloys and chrome radiator grille. Electric sunroof with Porpoise interior,
with embossed Flying B’s, Walnut veneers, a Walnut and leather steering
wheel, and brollies in the boot. Only 34,000 miles with FSH. This car is
in totally immaculate condition throughout and must be seen...£45,950

2006/06 Bentley Continental GT. Finished in Diamond Black with
Soft Black interior and Sports alloys. Known to ourselves for last 3
years, with FSH. Outstanding condition.................................£33,750

2005/55 Bentley Flying Spur. Finished in Silver Tempest with 19 inch
alloys and Beluga interior with heated and cooling seats front and rear.
Only 32,000 miles with Full Service History and just one owner.
Outstanding value at £35,950..................................................£35,950

2005/55 Bentley Arnage T Mulliner. Finished in Silver Storm with French
Navy interior, with embossed Flying B’s and Burr Oak veneer, including
door inlays. Picnic tables, cocktail cabinets and coolbox to the rear
armrest. Rear entertainment and parking camera. This car has massive
spec. FSH. Immaculate throughout and amazing value at only .....£34,750

2005/55 Bentley Flying Spur. Finished in Diamond Black with
electric sunroof and 20 inch alloys. Portland interior with Piano Black
veneers. Heated front and rear seats. Known to ourselves for last 4
years, with Full Service History. Immaculate condition throughout.
Outstanding value, only ........................................................£28,950

2009/09 Bentley Brooklands Coupé. Finished in stunning Moroccan Blue
with Chrome grille. 20 inch alloy wheels with rear parking camera. The
interior has outstanding styling with Magnolia main hide, with stitching and
Flying B’s in Peacock, Burr Oak veneers and Peacock carpets. Only 11,000
miles with FSH. Highly collectable, as new and must be seen........£139,500

1980 V Rolls Royce Silver Shadow Series II. Only 6,520 miles, yes
6,520 miles! Finished in Willow Gold with Cream interior, Nutmeg
carpets and over rugs. Having been stored in heated and de-
humidified conditions and completely re-commissed by us, costing
over £10,000, list available. Like a brand new car. An investment at
only ......................................................................................£69,750 

1989 F Rolls Royce Silver Spirit ABS EFI. Finished in very rare
Balmoral Green with Magnolia interior piped in Spruce Green
and Spruce Green carpets piped in Magnolia. Only 60,000 miles
with Full Service History. Known to ourselves for last few years
and is in outstanding condition, must be seen .............£15,950

1978 S Rolls Royce Silver Shadow Series II. Finished in stunning
Le Mans Blue with Cream fine lines. Cream interior with French Navy
piping and Beige carpets. Known to ourselves for many years. Only
83,000 miles with history. Not to be missed, these are a very good
investment. ..................................................................Only £21,950

1981 W Rolls Royce Silver Spirit. Finished in unmarked Claret 
with Cream interior. A real credit to the previous owner, who owned
it for many years. With history, only 72,000 miles.

A must at only...................................................................... £10,999

2003/53 Bentley Arnage T Mulliner. Finished in Silver Storm with wing
vents and electric sunroof. Soft Black interior stitched in Linen with
embossed Flying B’s and electric rear seats. Known to ourselves for last
3 years. Only 39,000 miles with Full Service History. Totally unmarked
throughout, must be seen. Outstanding value at only ................£31,250

1989 G Rolls Royce Silver Spirit ABS EFI. Finished in Graphite with
Silverstone interior. Walnut veneer inlays. This magnificent example is
not to be missed. Known to ourselves for many years. Full Service
History. Immaculate and outstanding value at only ...............£14,950

2003 Model/52 Bentley Arnage R. Finished in Peacock Blue with
Cream fine lines. Cotswold interior with French Navy carpets and
Walnut veneers, with a 2 tone leather trimmed steering wheel. Just
70,000 miles with Full Service History. Immaculate condition
throughout............................................................................£30,950

2005/05 Bentley Continental GT. Finished in Diamond
Black with Saffron interior. 19 inch split rim alloy
wheels. Stunning condition throughout. 85,000 miles
with Full Service History. Unrepeatable value at 
only.................................................................£29,750

2005 Model/54 Bentley Continental GT. Finished in Silver Tempest
with 19 inch split rim alloys. Soft Black interior with Walnut
veneers. Only 46,000 miles. Known to ourselves for last 3 years.
Full Service History. Immaculate condition throughout .....£31,750

2005 Model/54 Bentley Arnage R. Finished in Black Sapphire with 19 inch split
rim alloys. Cotswold interior with Walnut door inlays and Flying B’s to the waist
rails. Fitted with DVD screens to the rear. Known to ourselves for last 3 years.
Immaculate condition throughout with FSH. Outstanding value at only .£33,950
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Not to be missed 1954 Bentley `R` Type
Automatic. This beautiful Bentley has been owned
by its last owner for 44 years and covered a mere
68,000 miles. Recently undergone a total body
restoration consisting of a bare metal respray, the
removal of all wings and doors, new wing to body
piping, new door rubbers, extensive photographic
evidence available. Now just having had a major
mechanical overhaul including engine, gearbox
and brakes. Superb Chrome, beautiful interior,
original buff log book, original build sheets, many
bills and all tools.

1967 Triumph TR4a Surrey Top. Chrome wire
wheels, overdrive, hard and soft tops. Same owner
for 15 years and being used as a regular form of
transport, therefore not perfect and unmarked by any
means so needing a little paintwork here and there,
as can be seen on our web site, basically very sound
and solid. Good underneath, perfect floor pans, good
sills, perfect inner wings and boot compartment.
Brand new MOT and many recent bills, drives
beautifully, very usable and totally reliable. Fitted
immobiliser and very sensibly priced.

1954 Triumph TR2 Original Left Hand Drive with
Heritage Certificate. Returning to the UK some 25
years ago she was sent to Fortescue Garage TR
specialists, to undergo a total body off restoration.
Being fully documented with all bills and full
photographic evidence. Now having a new hood,
tonneau cover and side screens. All new tyres on
chrome wire wheels. Very extensive history file,
including all manuals. A lovely example being totally
rust free and thoroughly reliable.

Email: ivorbleaney@msn.com   Tel: (01794) 390895  Fax: (01794) 390862

Viewing strictly by appointment

www.ivorbleaneyclassiccars.co.uk

1936 Bentley 4 1/4 Owen Sedanca Coupe with coachwork by Gurney Nutting, probably one of the most highly thought of coachbuilders of its time. As stated by the Bentley Drivers Club in 1988,
only 19 were produced with this coachwork and believed by them only 5 still remaining. Having been extensively restored in the 1990’s, at the cost of over £50,000 by two of the most highly respected
specialists in the business and maintained regardless of cost ever since with all bills and service history available, retaining a lovely patina of originality. Having its original buff log book and registration
number, a full set of build sheets and being a previous Concours d’Elegance winner. She even has all her original tools, including the small tools. She has a presence of excellence, being finished in
Masons Black, with Black fluted hide interior, Burr Walnut woodwork complimented with Deep Maroon carpets. Boasting a spacious rear trunk with fitted luggage rack and rear mounted spare. Twin
horns and a unique centre mounted directional spot lamp. Just undergone an extensive overhaul by ourselves at the cost of over £10,000, including a total brake overhaul, all new Avon tyres, a complete
new stainless steel exhaust system, and subsequently has been examined and given a clean bill of health by one of the best known names in the business and now ready for extensive touring.

Subtle American Muscle. 1964 Chevrolet
Corvette Stingray C2 Convertible. Subject to a
total restoration in 2013. Finished in stunning Jet
black, contrasting black interior, and new genuine
states side black hood. All brand new American
Red band tyres, new MOT. This Iconic American
sports car with its powerful 5.3 V8 engine and
automatic transmission has been used regularly.
Drives and looks as good as new, being my own car
and used regularly by myself she is totally reliable,
unmessed about with and highly recommended. A
very usable piece of kit and sensibly priced, any
inspection invited.

Bugatti Type 35 all aluminium coachwork by Teal. 
Not to be confused with the cheaper GRP replicas.
Leaving the factory in 1980 and probably the most
authentic example on the market. With all period
Bugatti dials, original Bugatti steering wheel and
racing harness. Beautifully antiqued period leather
interior. All new tyres. Original style drum brake
covers, Monaco side plates, outside handbrake and
body wires. This exceptional example, being powered
by her 2 litre twin cam engine and 5 speed gearbox.
Drives beautifully and looks a million dollars.

1927 Willys Overland Whippet. Original RHD.
This 4 seat 4 door spacious open tourer is an ideal
way to make the first steps into the Classic Car
market without breaking the bank. Totally restored
some 10 years ago to its original colour scheme.
Artillery wheels. All operation and care manuals.
Rear mounted spare and luggage rack. A very
practical and handsome prewar open tourer that is
ready to use right now.
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Classic EVENTS

Classic year ahead
Event Organisers, please send full details of your event(s) including contact details to: Jo Bluck, 
Classic Motoring Magazine, Aceville Publications, 21/23 Phoenix Court, Hawkins 
Road, Colchester, Essex, CO2 8JY, marking the envelope “EVENTS” or email sarah.
collins@mspublications.co.uk Classic Motoring Magazine compiles this list of 
shows, rallies, autojumbles, tours and sporting events from a wide variety of sources for the benefit 
of all classic car enthusiasts, but we cannot be held responsible for any errors. We therefore strongly 
advise you check with the organisers of an event before making a possible wasted journey. If you do 
spot an error in our listings or know that the event has been cancelled or the date or venue has been 
changed, please contact us at the address shown above.

13 July 2017 - Thursday

Ace Cafe Italian Night. Ace Cafe London, Ace Corner, 

North Circular Rd, Stonebridge, London. UK, NW10 7UD, 

0208 9611000, www.ace-cafe-london.com, From 6pm

14 July 2017 - 16 July 2017 -  

Friday – Sunday

Citroen Car Club National Rally, Abbots Ripton. 

UK, PE28 2PF, www.citroencarclub.org.uk, See our website 

for more details. 

15 July 2017 - 16 July 2017  

Saturday-Sunday

Annual Classic Transport Weekend. Ecclesbourne 

Valley Railway, Wirksworth Station, Station Road, 

Wirksworth. UK, DE4 4FB, 01629 823076, 

ticketoffice@e-v-r.com, www.e-v-r.com, Cars, 

motorcycles, lorries - plenty of classics gather at 

Wirksworth Station for a weekend of nostalgia. 

Parsons Drove Custom and Classic Car bike 

and Trike Show. Parson Drove Playing Field, Parson 

Drove, Wisbech, Cambs. UK, PE13 4LA, 01945 700501,  

office@customcarbikeandtrikeshow.co.uk,  

http://customcarbikeandtrikeshow.co.uk/index.shtml, Beer 

Festival, live music, show and shine, entertainment, stalls.

MGCC – Magnette Register Shropshire 

Weekend. UK, MG Car Club: 01235 555552, office@

mgcc.co.uk, www.magnette.org, Please contact us for 

further information

Ackworth Steam Rally. Ackworth Water Tower, 

A628 Ackworth Rd, Pontefract, West Yorkshire. UK, 

01977 617327, 07816018291, brickyardorganic@yahoo.

co.uk, Steam Engines, Military vehicles, motorcycles, 

craft tents, real ales, Auto Jumble plus much much 

more. Contact John Brook or visit our Facebook page for 

details.

HRCR Speed Series Round 5 - Shelsley 

Walsh. Worcestershire. UK, 07766 991806, speed@

hrcr.co.uk, www.hrcr.co.uk, Hill Climb 0.914km -  

www.shelsley-walsh.co.uk. For more information or to 

register for the championship contact the championship 

secretary, Paul Loveridge

10 July 2017 - Monday
Ace Cafe Fueltopia Meet. Ace Cafe London, Ace 

Corner, North Circular Rd, Stonebridge, London. UK, 

NW10 7UD, 0208 9611000, www.ace-cafe-london.com, 

From 6pm

11 July 2017 - Tuesday
Ace Cafe Classic Car Night & Lotus 7 Club & 
Midget / Sprite Club Meet. Ace Cafe London, Ace 

Corner, North Circular Rd, Stonebridge, London. UK, 

NW10 7UD, 0208 9611000, www.ace-cafe-london.com, 

From 6pm

12 July 2017 - Wednesday
Brightwells Classic & Vintage Auction. Easters 
court, Leominster, Herefordshire. UK, HR6 0DE, 01568 

611122, classiccars@brightwells.com, www.brightwells.

com, Please visit website for full details

FAB FORTY FOR ENFIELD

20 August 2017 - Sunday
21st Kite Festival and Classic Car Rally. Smithdon 

High School, Hunstanton, Norfolk. UK, 01485 543994, 

In association with the Tapping House Hospice. Kite 

displays, Cars and Motorcycles, Concours d’elegance, 

Craft Fair, Fun Dog show and agility, Trade stands and 

much more. For more details visit the website  

www.hunstanton-rotary.org.uk

15 July 2017 - Sunday
South Midlands Autojumble. Ross-on-Wye Livestock 
Centre. UK, HR9 7QQ, 01989 750731 / 769191, Open 
to the public from 9am. Exceptional venue 400 yards 
off end of M50 - Birmingham, Bristol & Cardiff all 45 
mins away. Refreshments, Free Parking (1000+ cars). 
Admission £4 

Classic & Vintage Car Auction 
Sunday 16th July Sherborne Castle

Netley Marsh
Classic & Vintage Motorcycle Auction 

Friday 1st September

CHARTERHOUSE 
Auctioneers & Valuers

To enter a car or motorcycle contact
Matthew Whitney or

Email: mw@charterhouse-auction.com
The Long Street Salerooms,

Sherborne, DT9 3BS.
Tel: 01935 812277.

www.charterhouse-auction.com
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z Alan Anderson 
Enfield’s Pageant of Motoring first started out back in 1977 and has rightly 
became one of the most established classic car meets in the land. Spread 
over three days, this year’s one was much the same – meaning a wide 
variety of classic car and commercials with enough variation for all the 
family. The autojumble was big and, if the weather holds good over the May 
Bank Holiday, it’s great family-friendly event. But we miss the old traction 
engines – a casualty of the LEZ rules. Shame they can’t be relaxed for a few 
days – but at least,  thankfully as ever, a few lorries showed up.

z Scott Bradley 
A brand new format for the weekend at the Shelsley Walsh Hill Climb 
has been declared a huge success by competitors and organisers alike.  
For the first time ever, hosts Midland Automobile Club held a timed but 
non-competitive practice day for club members on Saturday, with free 
admission to the public to watch the action. 
    MAC competition secretary Robin Webb, added: “We have received 
very positive feedback from competitors over the weekend with many 
taking an amazing dozen runs on Saturday, which is great value for 
money and gives them chance to try different driving lines and set-ups 
on their cars in a more relaxed atmosphere, so we hope to repeat this 
event again at some time in the future.”

FRIENDLY FIRE!
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Truckfest Original, Newark & Notts 

Showground. Lincoln Road, Newark-On-Trent, 

Nottinghamshire. UK, NG24 2NY, 01775 768661, info@

livepromotions.co.uk, www.truckfest.co.uk, With new 

elements not previously seen at any of the Truckfest 

events, 2017 brings us right up to date with all that’s best 

in the road haulage industry, entertainment features and 

main arena action. For ticket information e-mail: 

support@ticketscript.co.uk. 

Charterhouse Classic Car Auction.  

Sherborne Castle, New Road, Sherborne, Dorset, DT9 5NR, 

01935 812277, www.charterhouse-auction.com, See our 

website for more details. 

Lancaster Insurance Classic & Supercars. 

Sherborne Castle, Dorset. UK, DT9 5NR, 07769 114211,  

info@classicsatthecastle.co.uk, www.classicsatthecastle.

co.uk, 14th year of Veteran, Vintage, Classic, Sports and 

Supercars. 2,000 cherished and spectaluar cars on show. 

15 July 2017 - Saturday

Rawles Motorsport Ltd – Breakfast Club. Hen 

& Chicken Inn, Upper Froyle, Alton, Hants. UK, GU34 

4JH, 01420 23212, sales@rawlesmotorsport.co.uk, 

www.rawlesmotorsport.co.uk

Ace Cafe Anglias @ the Ace. Ace Cafe London, 

Ace Corner, North Circular Rd, Stonebridge, London. UK, 

NW10 7UD, 0208 9611000, www.ace-cafe-london.com, 

From 11am

Ace Cafe Forever 23 Gathering. Ace Cafe London, 

Ace Corner, North Circular Rd, Stonebridge, London. UK, 

NW10 7UD, 0208 9611000, www.ace-cafe-london.com, 

From 6pm

Lancashire Automobile Club 25th Coast to 
Coast Classic Tour.. UK, 0800 781 2167, info@

lancsautoclub.com, www.lancsautoclub.com, Morecambe 

to Whitby. For more information visit the website

Giant Auto & Bike Jumble Scorton. North 

Yorkshire Events Centre, 5 miles off A1 at Catterick, 

B1263 Catterick to Teeside Road, 1 Mile east of Scorton. 

UK, DL10 6EJ, 07909 904705, Every 3rd Saturday of 

every month. Starts 7am - Admission £3, Pitches from 

£12. A massive 10-acre site of Auto and Bike jumble 

inside and out. Ample parking, Excellent refreshments.

16 July 2017 - Sunday
A Drive through time, West Park, Bognor Regis, 
West Sussex. UK, 01243 825535, kirstenfitzpatrick@

bognorregis.gov.uk, www.bognorregis.gov.uk, A Weekend of 

classic and vintage motors, entertainment. Silverstone Grand 

Prix on big Screen, Craft and charity stalls, Hog roast and 

BBQ, Live music plus much much more.

Berkeley Classic Car Show, Berkeley Castle, 
Gloucester. UK, GL13 9QL, 01454 202638, 
rafaelfairs@aol.com, http://www.berkeley-classic-car-
show.com/, Club Display, Auto jumble, classic cars

Brooklands Museum Supercar Sunday. 
Brooklands Museum, Brooklands Rd, Weybridge, Surrey. 
UK, KT13 0QN, 01932 857381, events@
brooklandsmuseum.com,  
www.brooklandsmuseum.com, action on Mercedes-Benz 
World circuit, Test Hill in action.

Wheels 2017 - The Royal Cornwall Showground. 
Wadebridge. UK, PL27 7JE, www.wadebridgewheels.co.uk, 
Please visit website for full details.

Haynes Bikers’ Breakfast ride-in, Haynes Motor 
Museum, Sparkford, Yeovil, Somerset. UK, BA22 
7LH, 01963 442783, events@himm.co.uk, www.
haynesmotormuseum.com, Calling all biking enthusiasts!. On 
the third Sunday of each month we are running a breakfast 

ride-in open to all marques. As well as meeting other 

bikers, participants can chat over a coffee and a hearty 

breakfast in cafe 750. A real opportunity for vehicle owners 

to show off their prized possessions at the front of the 

museum.

Uxbridge Charity Autoshow, Middlesex 
Showground, Park Road, Uxbridge. UK, www.

uxbridgeautoshow.com, Ticket prices on the day: Adult 

£10, Senior Citizens £5. Children under 14 free with an 

adult. Advance tickets available at a discount. More 

details available on the website or find us on facebook 

or twitter@uxbridgeauto

Old Ford Rally, British Motor Museum. Banbury 

Road, Gaydon, Warwickshire. UK, CV35 0BJ, 01926 

645029, shows@britishmotormuseum.co.uk, www.

britishmotormuseum.co.uk, A nostalgic display of pre 

1990 Ford vehicles

Classic Motor Show. Walsall Arboretum Extension, 

Broadway, Walsall. UK, WS1 2QA, 0845 879 1028, 

info@geminievents.co.uk, www.classicmotorshows.co.uk, 

Set in the popular surroundings of Walsall Arboretum 

and now in its 27th year.  A great display of pre and 

post war classics and commercial vehicles of 

yesteryear. Up to 500 vehicles plus autojumble, trade 

stands and a packed interactive arena to keep you 

entertained all day. £6 Adults £3 Children (4-16yrs)

SHOW STOPPER
WHAT IS THE 
SILVERSTONE 
CLASSIC?
Quite simply it’s the world’s 
biggest classic motor racing 
festival with unrivalled grids, 
massive car club displays and 
three-days of wonderful 
fun-fuelled entertainment for all 
the family.

WHERE IS IT 
LOCATED?
Befitting such a huge festival, the 
Classic is staged at the 
country’s premier circuit: 
Silverstone. Almost the entire 
estate is given over to 
attractions, displays, 
demonstrations, shops, aviation, 
adrenaline zones and so much 
more. Indeed, both Silverstone’s 
paddocks are now required just 
to accommodate what’s the 
biggest entry for any historic 
race meeting. 

WHY SHOULD I GO?
That’s an easy one to answer – 
as it’s the biggest and best 
celebration of historic motor 
sport and classic cars on Earth. 
Grids, often numbering more 

years of the Ferrari Owners’ Club 
and 40 years of the Williams F1 
team, 20 years since last F1 crown.

Adding some extra glamour, 
there’s also a star-studded celebrity 
race with well-known personalities 
from showbiz, sport and TV all 
competing in identical A35s. Those 
already confirmed include Olympic 
Gold medallists Jason Kenny and 
Amy Williams, AC/DC former 
frontman Brian Johnson, cricketer 
Mike Gatting and Vassos Alexander 
from the Chris Evans breakfast 
show on BBC Radio 2.

IS IT FAMILY 
FRIENDLY?
With so many interactive activities 
and must-see attractions both on 
and off the famous Grand Prix 
circuit, the Silverstone Classic really 
does offers lots to entertain all ages. 
There’s a vintage funfair, several air 
displays, climbing wall, crazy golf 

than 50, feature the full spectrum of 
glorious competition cars from 
yesteryear. Highlights include the 
stunning sights and sounds of 
Group C prototypes, DFV powered 
F1 cars, Super Tourers and Pre-War 
Sports Cars. Then there are more 
than 10,000 privately-owned classic 
cars all displayed on the packed 
infield, sideshows galore plus live 
music on Friday and Saturday 
evenings. This year’s line-up 
includes The Bootleg Beatles and 
Tony Hadley of Spandau Ballet 
fame. One day really is never 
enough for this event!

WHAT ARE THE MAIN 
ATTRACTIONS?
While the epic racing is always at 
the heart of this mammoth meeting, 
there are always special 
celebrations adding even more 
spice to proceedings. In recent 
years, the Classic has witnessed 
record breaking track parades to 
mark milestone anniversaries for the 
Jaguar E-type, Ferrari F40 and 
Porsche 911 – this summer the 
spotlight falls upon the remarkable 
Jaguar XJ220 which turns 25 in 
2017. Other anniversary cavalcades 
will mark 60 years of the Lotus 7, 50 

and even a pop-up pub on the 
Village Green (hope it’s sunny).  

OK, I’M GOING – 
WHAT IS IT GOING  
TO COST ME?
Firstly, please note all tickets 
must be purchased in advance 
so, to avoid disappointment, 
please don’t wait until the actual 
day. Adult admission starts at 
£43 and weekend camping and 
hospitality upgrades are 
available. All tickets offer 
excellent value, too, as they give 
access to both racing paddocks, 
trackside grandstand seating, live 
music concerts, vintage funfair 
rides, air shows and car club 
displays as well as a host of 
other family-friendly 
demonstrations, activities and 
lots of entertainment. 
Full ticket details are available at: 
silverstoneclassic.com.
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Fleetwood Festival of Transport Tram Sunday. 
All on hard standing through the town centre. 07946 

537950, fleetwoodfestivaloftransport@live.co.uk, www.

tramsunday.co.uk, A bumper action packed day of vintage 

transport and transport inspired arts activity, 

there’s something for everyone at the UK’s biggest 

transport and arts festival. Attracting tens of thousands of 

people from all over the UK.  Buses, vintage cars, 

motorbikes, special interest vehicles, sideshows, trade 

stands, kiddies attractions and tram rides. 

17 July 2017 - Monday

Ace Cafe French Classic & Performance Meet. 
Ace Cafe London, Ace Corner, North Circular Rd, 

Stonebridge, London. UK, NW10 7UD, 0208 9611000, 

www.ace-cafe-london.com, From 6pm

18 July 2017 - Tuesday

Barons Connoisseurs Classic Car Collection, 
Sandown Park, Esher. UK, KT10 9AJ, 023 8066 

8413, peter@barons-auctions.com, www.barons-

auctions.com, Viewing Times: Monday 17 July 2017 - 

3:00pm - 7:00pm Tuesday 18th 9:00am - 1:00pm Sale 

from 1pm

Ace Cafe VW Aircooled Night. Ace Cafe London, 

Ace Corner, North Circular Rd, Stonebridge, London. UK, 

NW10 7UD, 0208 9611000, www.ace-cafe-london.com, 

From 6pm

19 July 2017 - Wednesday

Ace Cafe British Sports & Performance Car 

Night. Ace Cafe London, Ace Corner, North Circular Rd, 

Stonebridge, London. UK, NW10 7UD, 0208 9611000,  

www.ace-cafe-london.com, From 6pm

20 July 2017 - Thursday

VW Heritage Heretics Meet. 01273 444000, 

esales@vwheritage.com, www.vwheritage.com, A 

gathering for all VW enthusiasts, starts at 6 till 9. 

refreshments, dj live music and shop open. Old,  

new, air and water, plus local ‘wildcards’- come and 

join the fun. 

21 July 2017 - 23 July 2017 

Friday - Sunday

Kelmersh Land Rover Show. Kelmarsh Hall, 

Harborough Road, Kelmarsh. UK, NN6 9LY, 01775 

768661, info@livepromotions.co.uk, www.

kelmarshlandrovershow.com, Open 9am – 5.30pm. 

Kelmarsh is a one stop shop for any Land Rover 

enthusiasts requirements with exhibitors covering all 

areas of interest and specialities. Thousands of Land 

Rovers to look at and enjoy; products, equipment and 

services to browse through and savour and action 

packed arena events.

Bug Jam 31. Santa Pod Raceway, Airfield Road, 

Podington, Wellingborough, Northants. UK, NN29 7XA, 

www.bugjam.com, Europe’s largest VW event 

incorporates all things VW, with drag racing, RWYB, 

nightlife, Show & Shine, comedy, fun fair, massive trade 

village, autojumble and much more.

22 July 2017 - 23 July 2017 -  

Saturday - Sunday

Buckinghamshire Railway Fire Engine Rally, 

Buckinghamshire Railway Centre, Station Rd, 

Quainton , Aylesbury, Bucks. UK, HP22 4BY, 

01296 655720, office@bucksrailcentre.org, www.

bucksrailcentre.org, Please visit website for full details

HRCR Premier Rally Championship - Beaver. 

UK, 07813 510709, premier@hrcr.co.uk, www.hrcr.co.uk 

or www.premierrally.co.uk, Road & Navigational. For more 

information or to register for the championship contact: 

Seren Whyte, Championship secretary

HRCR Premier Rally Championship - 

Morecambe. UK, 07813 510709, premier@hrcr.co.uk, 

www.hrcr.co.uk or www.premierrally.co.uk, Road & 

Navigational. For more information or to register for the 

championship contact: Seren Whyte, Championship 

secretary

The Bassetlaw Show, Blyth Road Showground, 

Worksop, Nottingham. UK, S81 0TL, 01159 135823, 

07901 984627, dave.hoyles@ntlworld.com, www.

midlandeventsclub.co.uk, Vintage and classic vehicles of all 

kind. Steam engines, Fair organs, Tractors, Living History 

display, Arena attractions and vehicle parades. More 

attractions still to be included so please check the website 

for updates! Open 10am - 4.30pm each day. 

Classic Nostalgia, Shelsley Walsh Hill Climb. 

Shelsley Walsh, Worcestershire. UK, WR6 6RP, 01886 

812 211, www.shelsley-walsh.co.uk, Themed weekend 

with anniversaries celebrated and big name drivers

Mid Summer Madness RWYB Public Track 

Weekend. Shakespeare County Raceway, Long Marston 

Airfield, Stratford-Upon-Avon. UK, CV37 8LL, 01789 

720180, www.shakespearecountyraceway.co.uk, 

22 July 2017 - Saturday

Ace Cafe JapModified Club Meet. Ace Cafe 

London, Ace Corner, North Circular Rd, Stonebridge, 

London. UK, NW10 7UD, 0208 9611000, www.ace-cafe-

london.com, From 6pm

Ace Cafe Ford 100E Meet. Ace Cafe London, Ace 

Corner, North Circular Rd, Stonebridge, London. UK, 

NW10 7UD, 0208 9611000, www.ace-cafe-london.com, 

From 11am

z Alan Anderson 
The weather held good for this 
year’s Spring Autojumble at 
Beaulieu and, as a result, saw well 
over 16,000 bargain hunters, from 
all over Europe, come through the 
gates. This event may lack the 
cachet of the traditional September 
one (which started way back in 
1967) yet improves by the year. 
    Aside from packed stalls (over 
1200 this year), the regional Morris 
Minor Owners Club (MMOC) 
assembled over 160 versions plus 
there was busy Automart with an 
assorted array of traditional classics 
and classical modern ones.

It was good to see the Retro 
Caravan Club recreating the look 
and feel of holidays from the past, 
as members towed their classic 
caravans into the show behind 

matching historic tow cars. A 1968 
Safari, 1973 Viking Fibreline II and 
1970 Cheltenham Roebuck were 
among the period-perfect caravans 
on show, while the always busy 
Trunk Trader and the Land Rover 
Rummage Sunday add ons were 
their usual popular selves.

PUSHING 50 WITH A  
SPRING IN ITS STEP 

EVENTS  
IN BRIEF

NUMBER CRUNCHING
Forty years of the Porsche 928 was 
marked at Brooklands where almost 140 
gathered on the famous banking. A total 
of 156 cars meant that it was a record 
number for any Porsche Club GB event. 
More than 1000 Porsches also set a record 
for the biggest Beaulieu Simply Porsche 
yet (pictured).

IN THE FAMILY WAY
This year’s theme for the 2017 Lancaster 
Insurance Classic Motor Show is keeping 
in the family which means models which 
are related to one another, such as Capris 
and Cortinas – that sort of thing. Some 
270 clubs and over 25000 classics are 
expected at the NEC over 10-12th Nov.

PUMPED UP FOR RALLY
It’s not too late to enrol for Nottingham 
Classic Tour on the 30th July. Organised 
by the Carlton & District Motor Club it’s a 
120mile drive starting at Pelham Hall in 
Newark, finishing at the Pumping Station 
in Nottingham and part of the HRCR 
Classic Tour Series. Catering included, it’s 
less than 50 quid! 01773 785927. 

Beaulieu Events Manager Judith 
Maddox said: “We have heard 
nothing but good comments from 
traders and the event was 
enhanced by impressive displays by 
MoggyFest and Friends, the Classic 
Hearse Register, Wessex Car Club 
and Retro Caravan Club.”

Fifty years of the International 
Autojumble is over 2-3rd September, 
and Classic Motoring will be 
publishing a special show guide to 
mark the occasion next month.
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HRCR Clubmans Road Rally Championship 
Round 8 - Ross Traders Historic Rally. Welsh 

Marches. UK, 01603 759528, clubmans@hrcr.co.uk, 

www.hrcr.co.uk, Ross & DMSC - www.rossmotorsports.co.

uk. For more information or to register for the 

championship contact the championship secretary, Ian 

Doble

Kempton Park Motorcycle Autojumble. Kempton 

Park, Staines Road East, Sunbury on Thames, Middlesex. 

UK, TW16 5AQ, 01507 529529, akitchen@mortons.

co.uk, www.kemptonparkautojumble.co.uk, Admission: 

Adults £6, OAP’s £5, Under 12’s FREE. Early bird entry: 

£10 from 7.45am. Opening time: 9.30am.

MGCC Race Meet, Cadwell Park. UK, MG Car 

Club: 01235 555552, www.mgcc.co.uk/motorsport, 

Festival of the Unexceptional. Whittlebury Hall GC, 

Whittlebury, Northants. UK, NN12 8QH, www.

unexceptionalcars.co.uk, Celebrate the threatened and 

endangered pieces of our Orange, Beige and Plaid 

automotive history. Open to unexceptional classics from 

1968 - 1985. Organised by Hagerty International. Visit the 

website to learn more and to register your car.

Classic, Kit & Retro Action Day. Castle Combe 

Circuit, Castle Combe, Chippenham, Wiltshire. UK, SN14 

7EY, 01249 782417, www.castlecombecircuit.co.uk, 

Unique fusion of Car Show and track Day for all Classic, 

Retro and Kit Car fans.  Club displays, Vintage bus rides 

and public track access; speed and parade sessions

22 July 2017 - 27 July 2017 -  
Saturday – Thursday
Mountain Madness. 07900 360562, liz@bamgoc.

co.uk, A 5 day, 6 night scenic tour in the Massif Central 

region of France. Taking upto 6 cars in a guided leisurely 

drive through some of the most dramatic parts of France 

finishing at Millau. Each day covering approx 100 miles. 

Cost: Hotels approx. £85 - £95 per night, dinner, lunch, 

ferry and fuel.

23 July 2017 - Sunday
Amberley Museum Classic Car Summer Show. 
Amberley Museum & Heritage Centre, Station Rd, 

Amberley, Near Arundel, West Sussex. UK, BN18 9LT, 

01798 831370, office@amberleymuseum.co.uk, www.

amberleymuseum.co.uk, Please visit website for full details

Brooklands Trust Members Retro Jumble and 
Classic Car Show. Brooklands Museum, Brooklands 

Rd, Weybridge, Surrey. UK, KT13 0QN, 01932 857381, 

events@brooklandsmuseum.com, www.

brooklandsmuseum.com, for display and Trade stand 

enquiries contact Tim Morris ext 226

Epsom MGOC Surrey Run. UK, 01932 247140,  

MG Owners Club. 01954 231125, sueni15@yahoo.co.uk, 

www.epsommgoc.org.uk, Join Epsom MGOC in their 

annual charity fund raising event with a 65 mile route 

through the Surrey and Sussex countryside. Fee of just 

£20.00 includes entry for driver and passenger to our 

destination at the Weald and Downland open air museum, 

Singleton, West Sussex. For details contact Nigel Swann

HRCR Scenic Tour - The Lavender Run, 
Warwickshire. Worcestershire & Gloucestershire. UK, 

01480 496072, 07989 890470, tours@hrcr.co.uk, 

www.hrcr.co.uk, Organised by Redditch & District Car 

Club - www.rdcc.org.uk. For more details contact the 

Series Secretary, Roger Kerrison

Kent’s Kit, Custom and American car show. 
Aylesford Priory, Aylesford, Kent. UK, ME20 7BX, 01732 

840787, kkccshow@outlook.com, www.

kentskitcustomandamericancarshow.co.uk, Open 10am – 

4pm. An opportunity for enthusiasts to meet and display 

their vehicles. Refreshments available at the Priory

MGCC – Caledonian Centre One Day Run. UK, 

07882 377422, MG Car Club: 01235 555552, office@

mgcc.co.uk, www.mgcc.co.uk, Please contact us for 

further information

Morris Minor Owners Club Midland Regional 
Rally. MADMOG ‘Monks and Minors’, Rufford Abbey 

Country Park, Ollerton. UK, NG22 9DF, 01332 291675, 

info@mmoc.org.uk, www.mmoc.org.uk, Contact the club 

for more information

Vintage Sports Car Club Formula Vintage – 

Round 3 – Cadwell Park. Lincolnshire. UK, 01608 

644777, info@vscc.co.uk, www.vscc.co.uk, Visit the 

website for further details

Waxstock, Rioch Arena. Coventry. UK, CV6 6GE, 

info@waxstock.com, www.waxstock.com, Facebook.

com/waxstock.  Waxstock is Europes largest dedicated 

car care and detailing event. Stock up on car care 

supplies at bargain prices, learn from the experts and 

enjoy some of the shiniest cars in the UK

Jaguar Drivers Club X Type Register Peaks 

Run, The Peak District. UK, 01582 419332, 

enquiries@jdclub.co.uk, www.jaguardriver.co.uk, See our 

website for more details. 

Rotary Ashover Classic Car & Bike Show, 

Rectory Fields, Milken Lane, Ashover, 

Chesterfield, Derbyshire. UK, S45 0BA, www.

ashoverclassics.co.uk, 10am – 4pm. Vintage and Classic 

Car display, trade stalls, autojumble, arts and crafts, 

family entertainment, camping available.

The Great Eastern Rally. Ingatestone Hall, 

Ingatestone, Essex. UK, CM9 4NR, 01723 341498, 

Vintage and Classic Vehicle outdoor meeting. 10am-5pm. 

Free parking for visitors and Autojumblers. There is a 

charge for entrance to Ingatestone Hall. 

z Staff Writer 
Mini Spares Midlands, part of the 
David Manners Group, based in 
Oldbury, is once again hosting its 
annual Classic Mini Open 
Evening on Tuesday 11th July. 
    Mini owners and enthusiasts 
alike are all invited to what 
promises to be another major 
Mini must do event.

With a special guest 
appearance from Car SOS 
presenter and classic car lover 
Fuzz Townsend, attendees will 
have the opportunity to ask their 
burning restoration questions. 

MAJOR EVENT FOR MINI LOVERS

The DMG Mini Experts will also 
be on hand throughout the 
night to offer help and advice 
on all things Mini related as 
well as also offering trade 
discounts on all Mini parts 
bought on the night.

Although the event is held 
to coincide with the British Mini 
Club meet the event still 
attracts (and welcomes) 
non-members; Dave Hollis from 
the British Mini Club will be on 
hand to provide information on 
the club and assist visitors with 
signing up.

z Alan Anderson 
Here’s a novel idea that’s worth 
drinking to – if you want to make 
your pub better known, simply 
host a classic car meet! That’s 
what enthusiasts suggested to 
The Brandy Hole, near Rayleigh, 
in Essex and the inaugural meet 
went down a treat with a great 
variety of classics. Ex (Hermetite-
liveried) Capri racer Les Holman 
handing out the awards (Les will 
be writing for us, stay tuned!-ed). 
Why not suggest it to your local?

THAT’S  
THE SPIRIT

Wood-fired Neapolitan style 
pizzas will once again be provided 
by Baked in Brick, cooked out of 
a converted Mini and there will be 
prizes awarded on the night for 
The Most Loved Mini, the Mini 
Most In Need Of Love, and the 
Furthest Travelled Mini. Prizes 
include tickets to upcoming Mini 
shows. The event takes place at 
the David Manners Group HQ, 
991 Wolverhampton Road, 
Oldbury, B69 4RJ from 6pm. 

Entry is free, and there is also 
a free drinks voucher on offer for 
the first fifty guests to arrive.
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24 July 2017 - 24 August 2017 - 

Monday - Thursday 

Brooklands Museum Summer holiday Family 
Activities including Car rides. Brooklands 

Museum, Brooklands Rd, Weybridge, Surrey. UK, KT13 

0QN, 01932 857381, events@brooklandsmuseum.com, 

www.brooklandsmuseum.com, Weekdays only, excludes 

bank holidays

24 July 2017 - Monday

Ace Cafe Nissan 85th – Skyline 1933-2017 
- Ace Cafe London, Ace Corner, North 
Circular Rd, Stonebridge, London. UK, NW10 

7UD, 0208 9611000, www.ace-cafe-london.com, From 

6pm

25 July 2017 - Tuesday

Ace Cafe VAG (Water cooled VW, Audi, Seat 
& Skoda) Meet. Ace Cafe London, Ace Corner, North 

Circular Rd, Stonebridge, London. UK, NW10 7UD, 0208 

9611000, www.ace-cafe-london.com, From 6pm

Classics By The Lake, Bosworth Water Trust. 
Market Bosworth, Nr Nuneaton. UK, CV13 6PD, 01455 

291876, 07977 105434, www.bosworthwatertrust.co.uk, 

An informal gathering of like-minded enthusiasts, from 

6pm every last Tuesday of the month from April through 

to September. Proceeds to the Mary Ann Evans Hospice, 

Nuneaton.

26 July 2017 - Wednesday

Ace Cafe InCarNation show n’ Shine. Ace Cafe 

London, Ace Corner, North Circular Rd, Stonebridge, 

London. UK, NW10 7UD, 0208 9611000, www.ace-cafe-

london.com, From 6pm

H & H Classic Car Auction. Imperial War Museum 

Duxford, Cambridgeshire. UK, CB22 4QR, 08458 334455, 

info@handh.co.uk, www.handh.co.uk, Check website for full 

details 

28 July 2017 - 30 July 2017 -  

Friday – Sunday

Carfest North, Bolesworth Castle. Bolesworth, 

Cheshire. UK, CH3 9HQ, www.carfest.org, CarFest 

presents a unique and fabulous mix of music, cars and 

fun it’s a magical weekend of entertainment for all the 

family! Visit website for ticket information

Belvoir Show and Country Fair, Belvoir Castle, 
Nr Grantham, Lincolnshire. UK, NG32 1PE, 01159 
135823, 07901 984627, dave.hoyles@ntlworld.com, 
www.midlandeventsclub.co.uk, Steam and Vintage vehicle 
displays, Working exhibits, Large Vintage and Classic Car 
Show. The event will also include a Dog show, family fun 
fair and fair organs plus Arena attractions, Vehicle 
parades and other special attractions. Open 10am – 
4.30pm each day. More attractions to be added so 
please check the website for further details.

MK1 Golf Owners Club Annual gathering. Stratford 
Race Course. UK, www.vwgolfmk1.org.uk, All information for 
our annual event can be found on our website.

Saabfest UK. Hatton Country World, West Midlands. 
UK, www.saabclub.co.uk, Organised by the Saab Owners 
Club GB Ltd, visit the website for full details. 

Welland Steam and Country Rally. Woodside 
Farm, Welland, Malvern, Worcestershire. UK, WR13 6NG, 
www.wellandsteamrally.co.uk, A weekend of family fun & 
exciting events for steam enthusiasts & vintage fanatics 
celebrating the hey day of the steam era. Over 500 
Classic Cars & Bikes, Heritage Steam, Vintage working 
area, Tractor pulling, Military display, Steam powered 
fairground, Farmers market, Live music, Beer tent, 
Evening entertainment.

28 July 2017 - 30 July 2017 -  
Friday - Sunday
Silverstone Classic, Rocking and Racing. 
Silverstone Circuit, Towcester, Northamptonshire, NN12 
8TN, 0871 231 0849, www.silverstoneclassic.com, The 

packed weekend of the Silverstone Classic provides 

spectacular historic motor racing on the world famous 

circuit, free access to the paddocks and grandstands, 

displays from over 100 car clubs featuring more than 

10,000 classic cars over the weekend, plus interactive 

driving activities and dynamic demonstrations. There’s 

plenty of entertainment to enjoy too, with live music from 

headline acts, air displays, a vintage fun fair, and a 

shopping village... all included in the ticket price. It’s an 

event for the whole family.

28 July 2017 - Friday

South Western Vehicle Auctions. 61 Ringwood 

Road, Parkstone, Poole, Dorset. UK, BH14 0RG, 01202 

745466, enquiries@swva.co.uk, www.swva.co.uk, An 

eclectic mix of cars driven through our auction hall, 

combined with 700+ classic car dealers, collectors and 

enthusiasts gather to watch our auction, all help make 

our auction a fantastic day out for buyers and sellers of 

classic vehicles.

29 July 2017 - Saturday

Ace Cafe All American Cruise In & Pre 

Chelsea Meet. Ace Cafe London, Ace Corner, North 

Circular Rd, Stonebridge, London. UK, NW10 7UD, 0208 

9611000, www.ace-cafe-london.com, From 4pm.

Ace Cafe All American Cruise-In & Cadillac 

Special. Ace Cafe London, Ace Corner, North Circular 

Rd, Stonebridge, London. UK, NW10 7UD, 0208 9611000, 

www.ace-cafe-london.com, From 4pm
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Battlesbridge
Classic Ford
Show

Sunday 13th August 10am – 5pm

At the

Battlesbridge Antiques Centre
Off the A130 between Chelmsford & Southend

• Huge display of
Classic Fords

• Large Autojumble
• Bar & Refreshments
• Childrens Entertainment

Pre booked exhibitors only • Autojumbles pitches £30 on the day from 7.30am
For more details visit the website:

www.battlesbridge.com/ford
or call: 01268 769000 shows@battlesbridge.com

£5
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Y

(under 
16’

s

FREE)

EV7 - BATTLESBRIDGE 1.4_CLASSIC MOTORING  26/06/2017  14:33  Page 1
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Bexhill 100 Classic Car ShowBexhill 100 Classic Car Show
August 28th 2017August 28th 2017

In the Polegrove, off West Parade, Bexhill-on-Sea, East Sussex,
club displays, family entertainment, all classes of vehicles,

trade/car entry forms apply to Bexhill-on-Sea Motoring Club, 
PO Box 159, Bexhill-on-Sea, TN39 3XE

www.bexhill100mc.co.uk
or contact Tel: 01424 223354. Email: bexhill100mc@aol.com
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EV12 - BEXHILL MOTORING CLUB_CLASSIC  28/06/2017  09:50  Page 1
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21ST KITE FESTIVAL &
CLASSIC CAR RALLY

Smithdon High School,
Hunstanton, Norfolk

SUNDAY 20th AUGUST 2017
Kite Displays • Cars & Motorcycles
Concours D’Elegance • Craft Fair 

• Fun Dog Show and Agility 
• Trade Stands • Children’s Fairground 

• Food Caterers • Free Car Park
FOR DETAILS CALL:

SAMANTHA RACE 01485 543994
www.hunstanton-rotary.org.uk

In association with
the Tapping House Hospice

C
M

08
.1

7/
E

V
8/

r

C
M

08
.1

7/
E

V
5/

s

p120-180 CMAUG17_CLASSIC MOTORING  29/06/2017  12:02  Page 138



139

EVENTS/AUCTIONS

C
M

08
.1

7/
E

V
9/

r

The Midlands Events Club
The Club for Rally Exhibitors and

Participants with Family and Friends.

Tel: 0115 913 5823 / 07901 984627
e-mail: dave.hoyles@ntlworld.com

THE BASSETLAW SHOW 2017
BLYTH ROAD SHOWGROUND WORKSOP NOTTS S81 0BD

22nd 23rd JULY 2017
Vintage Parade planned to visit the town centre at 6pm in the evening

Steam & Vintage Vehicles / Displays / Working Exhibits
and a large Vintage & Classic Car Show.

And the proceeds will go to a local charity
Variousworkingexhibits,arenaattractions&vehicleparades

Stage Entertainment
£3.00 per adult and £1.00 per child with free parking

10am till 4.30 each day

BELVOIR SHOW and COUNTRY FAIR 2017
BELVOIR CASTLE NR GRANTHAM LINCS NG32 1PE

29th 30th JULY 2017
Steam & Vintage Vehicles / Displays / Working Exhibits

and a large Vintage & Classic Car Show.
Family fun fair & fair organs and a living history displays
Various working exhibits, stone crushing / road making / 

threshing demonstrations
Arena attractions & vehicle parades

£5.00 per adult and £1.00 per child with free parking
The show will run from 10am till 4.30 each day

Refreshments of various types to please the whole family. Licenced Bar
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www.davehoyles.co.uk
www.themidlandeventsclub.com
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CHARTERHOUSE
Auctioneers & Valuers

1959 Triumph TR3A £20,000-22,000

Classic & Vintage Car Auction
Sunday 16th July Sherborne Castle

Netley Marsh Classic & Vintage
Motorcycle Auction

Friday 1st September
To enter a car or motorcycle in our next auction contact Matthew

Whitney or email images to cars@charterhouse-auction.com

The Long Street Salerooms Sherborne DT9 3BS
01935 812277

www.charterhouse-auction.com
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Purleigh
Country

Show

Saturday 19th
& Sunday 20th
August 2017

www.purleighcountryshow.org.uk
01621 742184 and ask for Tony

10am-5pm, Purleigh Halt, Barons Lane, Purleigh, Essex
Entry: Sat £6 adults, Sun £7 adults, under 16’s free

Classic & Vintage Cars, Motorcycles, 
Tractors, Steam, Farming and craft demonstrations, live music and

entertainment antiques and collectables, heavy horses.

FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY

p120-180 CMAUG17_CLASSIC MOTORING  29/06/2017  12:02  Page 139



ANGLIA CAR AUCTIONS 8 APRIL
Beveridge Way, King’s Lynn PE30 4NB
YEAR MAKE/MODEL EST £SOLD COND’
1939 AC 16/80 Special £18,000-22,000 £73,500 2+
1976  Alfa Romeo GT Junior £8000-10,000 £9975 2
1989  Alfa Romeo Spider 2.0 £5250-6250 £7245 2+
1991  Alfa Romeo SZ £42,000-48,000 £42,000 2+
2002  Alfa Romeo GTV T/Spark Lusso Fhc £1500-2000 £1365 2
2002  Alfa Romeo Spider Lusso Fhc  £2000-3000 £2100 2
1994  Audi RS2 Avant LHD £23,000-27,000
1999  Audi A6 2.4 SE £N/R £2310 2
1999  Audi 2.8 Cabriolet £2500-3000 £2940 2
2007  Audi RS4 Avant £18,000-22,000
1956  Austin A30 2-Dr £2500-3500 £2520 2
1957  Austin A35 2-Dr £2750-3500 £3040 2
1957  Austin A35 2-Dr £9000-12,000
1958  Austin A35 2-Dr £1500-2000 £2310 2
1965  Austin Gipsy G4 £10,000-12,000
1968  Austin Mini Countryman £9000-11,000 £9870 2+
1969  Austin Mini Cooper S £25,000-28,000 £26,250 2+
1959  Austin-Healey Sprite £16,000-20,000 £20,212 2+
1960  Austin-Healey Sprite £15,000-18,000 £15,855 2
1963  Austin-Healey Sprite £4500-5500 £3360 2
1963  Austin-Healey Sprite £6000-8000 £8505 2
1965  Austin-Healey 3000 BJ8 £48,000-54,000
1969  Austin-Healey Sprite £4500-5500 £3675 2
1989  Bentley Turbo R £4500-5500
1991  Bentley Mulsanne S £6000-8000
2000  Bentley Arnage Red Label £14,000-16,000 £15,750 2
1972  BMW 3.0CS Auto £12,000-14,000 £18,375 2
1986  BMW 320i 2-Dr £3000-4000 £3045 2
1988  BMW M635csi £13,000-16,000 £16,275 2
1989  BMW C2.5 Alpina Convertible £18,000-22,000 £24,990 2+
1989  BMW M3 £33,000-38,000 £34,650 2+
1993  BMW M5 3.8 Nürburgring £12,000-15,000 £12,600 2
1994  BMW Alpina B3 Convertible £5000-6000 £7560 2
1999  BMW 540i Touring £N/R £1365 2
1999  BMW M3 Evo Individual Gt2 £10,000-15,000 £17,100 2
1999  BMW Z3M £17,000-19,000 £21,000 2+
2002  BMW M3 Coupé £7500-9000 £7455 2
1970  Bond Bug £5000-6000 £6195 2
1952  Cadillac Fleetwood Series 62 £15,000-20,000
1966  Citroën ID19 £6500-8000 £5670 2
1985  Citroën Visa Special £N/R £420 2
1993  Citroën XM 2.0SI Auto £2000-2500 £2730 2
1997  Chevrolet Suburban £4000-5000
1926  Clyno 10/8 Tourer £10,000-12,,000 £10,500 2
1937  Daimler E20 Saloon £15,000-20,000 £23,887 2
1967  Daimler V8 250 £7000-9000 £9980 2
1982  Datsun Cherry GL 5-Dr £1500-2500 £1260 2+
1976  Ferrari 308GT4 £39,000-45,000
1978  Ferrari 308GTS £75,000-85,000
1998  Ferrari 456GTA £15,000-20,000 £37,800 2
1960  Fiat Osca 1500S £20,000-24,000 £21,000 2
1989  Fiat Panda 4x4 £2500-3500 £3675 2+
1961  Ford Zephyr £8000-10,000 £10,480 2
1972  Ford Escort Mexico Rep £8500-9500 £8400 2
1973  Ford Escort Mexico Evo £12,500-14,500 £12,600 2/2+
1986  Ford Sierra Ghia 2.8 4x4 Est £500-1000 £1102 3
1986  Ford Capri 2.8i £12,500-14,500 £13,020 2+
1987  Ford Escort L 3-Dr Est 55 £N/R £525 2-
1989  Ford Escort XR3i Convertible £4000-5000 £4200 2
1989  Ford Escort RS Turbo £4000-5000 £9660 2
2001  Ford Puma Thunder £2000-3000 £1890  2+
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Classic
AUCTIONS
Ray Potter leads 
our team of experts 
with the latest reports, 
statistics and overview 
on the busy 2017 
classic auction scene

WELCOME to our auction section that 
we hope you’ll find fast and yet easy 
to digest even though it’s packed 

with even more information, containing, reviews, 
previews and latest news that may help you find 
that perfect classic and at the right price!

The auction scene has never been hotter, 
with new sale houses regularly sprouting up 
although, staggeringly, three-quarters of all 
auction sites are located in the south east of 
England! But if you’re prepared to travel and 
take your time and have patience, you’ll find the 
right classic at one of them, we’re sure.

Our stats have been made even simpler 
and faster to follow: take this typical listing, 
take the first sale listed for example

1939 AC 16/80 £18,000-£22,000  Con2 
The age, make and model are self explanatory, 
but the three values listed need clarifying. The 
first pair signify the reserve price that was 
anticipated before sale by the auctioneer, 
while the final value is what the vehicle actually 
achieved on the day.

The final stat points to the condition of 
the vehicle in alphabetical order: CON 1: 
Outstanding original car or top-quality recent 
restoration. CON 2: Sound and ‘roadable’, 
although in need of some attention to bring it 
up to top condition. CON 3: From restoration 
projects to complete cars needing considerable 
work and very unlikely to have a current MoT. 

> THE SMALL PRINT
Prices shown include the buyer’s premium, but not 20%, VAT. 
BUYER’S PREMIUMS: Charterhouse, 10%; H&H, 12% with 
a minimum of £150; SWVA, 6% with a minimum of £150; 
Barons, 10% with a minimum of £150; Brightwells, 10%; 
Historics, 10%; Bonhams,15% up to £50,000, 12% thereafter; 
Anglia, 5% with a miniumum of £100; Silverstone, 12.5%; 
DVCA, 10%; RM Sotherby’s, 12%; CCA 10% 
Correct at time of press but do check for any recent revisions

> BRIGHTWELLS MODERNS
About 100 modern classics came up for 
grabs at this spring sale on home territory; 
1981 being the oldest on offer, a Rover 
SD1 3500 SE in reasonable nick going for 
£1870. Just under half were passed unsold 



2004  Ford Focus ST170 £1500-2000 £2257 2
2006  Ford Fusion Style Police Car Rep £1300-1600 £1890 2
1991  Honda CRX V-Tec £8000-10,000 £19,425 2+
1963  Humber Sceptre £4000-5000 £3990 2
1990  Isuzu Impulse £N/R £682 2
1984  Jago Samuri 2000 £2000-3000 £1680 2
1960  Jaguar 3.4  £8500-9500 £10,500 2
1964  Jaguar 2.4 Auto  £10,000-12,000 £13,360 2
1971  Jaguar E-Type 2+2 £23,000-26,000 £23,625 2
1972  Jaguar XJ6 4.2 £5000-6000 £5617 2
1990  Jaguar XJS V12 Convertible £9500-11,500
1991  Jaguar XJR-S £11,000-13,000
1994  Jaguar XJ6 Gold £1000-1500 £735 2
1996  Jaguar XJ6 3.2 Sovereign £1500-2000 £2940 2+
1997  Jaguar XK8 DHC £4750-5500 £5145 2
1997  Jaguar XK8 FHC £5000-6000 £4515 2+
1998  Jaguar XJR £2500-3500 £3150 2
2000  Jaguar XJ8 4.0 £2500-3500 £2467 2
2003  Jaguar XKR FHC £9750-10,750
1997  Jeep Cherokee Ltd 4.0 £1500-2000 £1522 2
1972  Jensen Interceptor SP £N/R £30,450 2/3
1974  Jensen Healey £6500-7500 £7350 2
1968  Lancia Fulvia Rallye 1.3s £12,000-14,000
1971  Lancia Fulvia 1.3S £9500-11,000 £9450 2
1979  Lancia Beta Spyder 2000 £2500-3500 £2835 2
1955  Land Rover 86in V8 £3500-4500 £3360 2
2001  Lexus SC430 £4500-5500
1969  Lotus Elan +2 £13,000-16,000 £13,335 2
1971  Lotus Elan 2+2 £8000-10,000 £8400 2
1972  Lotus Elan +2 S 130/4 £9000-12,000 £9345 2
1994  Maserati 222SR £6000-9000 £6300 2
1998  Mazda MX-5 £N/R £892 2
2003  Mazda MX-5 Nevada £1500-2000 £2415 2
----  Mc Mini Comtesse £800-1200 £892 3
1956  Mercedes-Benz 220S £12,000-16,000
1957  Mercedes-Benz 220S £5500-7000 £8925 2
1958  Mercedes-Benz 190 SL £60,000-70,000 £92,400 2/3
1963  Mercedes-Benz 190D £7000-9000 £7560 2
1966  Mercedes-Benz 250 SE Fhc £16,000-20,000 £25,200 2
1966  Mercedes-Benz 230 SL £39,000-45,000 £57,750 2
1977  Mercedes-Benz 450 SE £12,000-15,000 £13,860 2+
1979  Mercedes-Benz 450 SEl £4500-6000 £4090 2
1983  Mercedes-Benz 230 CE £N/R £4725 2+
1983  Mercedes-Benz 280 SL £N/R £7350 22
1984  Mercedes-Benz 500 SEc £3500-5000 £3465 2
1989  Mercedes-Benz 190E 2.5/16 £18,000-22,000
1989  Mercedes-Benz 230CE £4250-5750 £5355 2/2+
1989  Mercedes-Benz 280GE £N/R £6405 2
1990  Mercedes-Benz 200TE £1800-2500 £3255 2
1991  Mercedes-Benz SL500 £3250-4000 £3360 2
1992  Mercedes-Benz 190E Auto £4000-5000 £5985 2
1993  Mercedes-Benz E280 Lwb Limo £4000-5000 £4200 2
1993  Mercedes-Benz Lotec 320e £12,000-15,000 £14,910 2
1994  Mercedes-Benz 190E £2250-2750 £2520 2
1995  Mercedes-Benz E280 Estate  £2205 2
1995  Mercedes-Benz E220 Cabrio £5750-6750 £6195 2
1995  Mercedes-Benz S280 £2500-3500 £3360 2+
1997  Mercedes-Benz SL320 £9000-10,000 £10,080 2+
2000  Mercedes-Benz CLK320 £3000-4000 £2940 2
2001  Mercedes-Benz SL320 Designo  £11,000-13,000 £14,490 2+
2001  Mercedes-Benz CL500 £3000-4000
2001  Mercedes-Benz CM60 £14,000-18,000
2002  Mercedes-Benz SLK200 £3250-3750 £15,750 2
2003  Mercedes-Benz CL500 £N/R £3885 2
2004  Mercedes-Benz CL500 £7000-9000 £8190 2
2004  Mercedes-Benz SL500 £7500-8500 £7665 2+
2004  Mercedes-Benz SL55 Komp £18,000-21,000 £24,150 2
2005  Mercedes-Benz CLS 55 £9000-11,000 £13,230 2+
2007  Mercedes-Benz SL350 £9500-10,500 £9450 2
1964  MGB Roadster £6000-7000 £9660 2
1970  MGB Roadster £5000-6000 £7350 2+
1972  MGB GT £3500-4500 £3150 2
1972  MGB Roadster £7000-9000 £7245 2
1975  MGB GT £3000-4000 £3885 2
1978  MGB GT £N/R £1260 2
1978  MGb Roadster £3750-4250 £4515 2
1981  MGB GT LE £3000-4000 £3990 2
1982  MGB Roadster £6000-7000 £7560 2+
1999  MGF  £1500-2000 £1855 2+
2001  MGB 1.8i VVC £1500-2000 £2625 2
1954  Morris Minor 4-Dr £5000-6000 £5250 2
1954  Morris Minor 4-Dr £5500-7500 £4620 2
1956  Morris Minor Traveller £4000-5000 £6090 2
1957 Morris Minor Convertible V8 £4000-5000
1962  Morris Minor 4-Dr £2600-3000 £2940 2
1963  Morris Minor 2-Dr £3000-4000 £2835 2
1965  Morris Mini Moke £8000-10,000 £8400 2
1970  Morris Mini 850 £2000-3000 £6300 2
1975  Morris Mini 1275GT £5000-6000 s
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however so we report here on those that 
did and are a pretty safe bet on becoming 
collectable. Out of nearly 20 Beemers, a 
pair each of Z3 and Z4 Roadsters found 
new homes; a very good 2006 2.5si 
Sport manual example of the latter being 
bestselling for £5280. A smart ’99 Z3 
with manual ‘box, all road legal was a snip 
at less than two grand! An excellent 2002 
340hp M3 E46 Cabrio sold for £9350. 
      We’ve always rated the Jaguar XK8 
Convertible as a cert so no surprise to 
see all three on offer snapped up from just 
£3300 for an early ’97 slightly ‘iffy’ one, 
around seven grand for a better example 
of the same year but best of all, a lovely 
2003 face-lift 4.2 six-speeder with all the 
trimmings for just £250 more. 
    There’s a fair chance that any Lotus will 
become collectable so the little used ’89 
Excel (with ’89 face-lifts) will soon turn a 
profit from the £6710 paid. Just the one 
TVR, an entry-level ’94 Chimaera needing 
improvement after storage was moved on 
for £7K. All three Westfields went home 
unsold but a lookalike in the shape of a 
Tiger Avon built in 2007 and based on a 
Sierra powered by a Vulcan Engineering 
tuned 2.2-litre motor, all legal and road 
running made £4400.

> SWVA
A most interesting start to their late spring 
sale was a Bentley Special two-seater 
based on a 1949 MkV1 4.3, incomplete 
but with all the hard work to the chassis 
done and enough exciting body work 
completed to make £16,250. This was 
one of two specials built by the late 
Chas Wells, a respected, Derby Bentley 
enthusiast and the far more competed 
one, resplendent with polished aluminium 
body, was sold later in the sale for £38K. 
    Nothing too exciting followed for the 
first couple of dozen lots except perhaps 
a very nice ’64 MG Midget starter 
classic sitting pretty on wire wheels, all 
for £2500. Same age and also on wires 
was a lovely MGB Roadster, subject of 
an older resto and still in good shape for 
£10,400. Next lot too was another popular 
Brit rag-top; the ’69 Triumph Spitfire MkIII 
in even better condition selling for a value 
£9400. One of the finest Triumph 2000 
Roadsters we have ever seen at auction 
deserved to make a record £29K; this ’49 
example having a somewhat unfortunate 
history with the demise of two owners 
who had put so much care into the resto. 
    Top money was £62,500 for a rust-free 
1970 Jaguar E-type FHC with desirable 
suspension and engine mods. Big money 
was also the £26,750 paid for a totally 
unrestored Big Valve ’72 Lotus Elan, a 
runner but just but needed the full works, 
Rare and quirky with airflow styling, split 
front and rear windows was the LHD ’36 
Peugeot 306 for £9000.



1991  Nissan Maxima £N/R £525 2
1990  Peugeot 205 5-Dr Auto £N/R £2100 2
1990  Peugeot 205GTI 1.9 T/Day Car £1000-1500 £2362 2
1991  Peugeot 205 GTI 1.6 £4000-5000 £5565 2
1982  Porsche 911 SC Targa £23,000-25,000 £25,200 2
1983  Porsche 928S Auto £6000-7000
1992  Porsche 911 Carrera 4 £48,000-54,000 £48,300 2+
1993  Porsche 968 £13,500-15,500 £13,650 2
1998  Porsche 911 Carrera 2 £9500-12,500 £10,920 2
2002  Porsche Boxster £5000-6000 £5670 2
2002  Porsche 911 Carrera Convertible £9500-12,500 £11,340 2
2002  Porsche 911 3.6 Turbo £35,000-40,000 £35,175 2
2004  Porsche 911 Carrera 2 £15,000-17,000 £16,275 2
2005  Porsche 911 Turbo Tiptronic S  £32,000-36,000
1993  Range Rover Vogue 3.9 £4500-5500
1978  Reliant Scimitar GTE Auto £4000-5000 £3570 2
1984  Renault 5TL Le Car 5-Dr £1000-1500 £997 2
1990  Renault 5 GT Turbo £N/R £5880 2
1990  Renault 5 GT Turbo Raider £7500-9500 £10,080 2
1998  Renault Sport Spider £23,000-25,000 £23,625 2
2004  Renault Clio Sport 183 £1250-1650 £2205 2
1949  Riley RMA £12,000-14,000 £12,390 2
1955  Rolls-Royce Silver Wraith £28,000-32,000
1964  Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud Iii £38,000-45,000
1968  Rolls-Royce MPW DHC £29,000-35,000 £34,125 2
1971  Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow £2500-3500 £3885 2
1979  Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow £2500-3500 £1995 2
1989  Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit £3000-4000 £3780 2
1938  Rover 10  £4000-6000 £4305 2
1939  Rover 12 £10,000-12,000
1949  Rover 75 £13,000-15,000 £13,650 2
1960  Rover 100 £2500-3500 £2310 2
1964  Rover 95 £4500-5500 £4640 2
1989  Rover Mini 30 £9000-10,000 £10,185 2+
1990  Rover Mini Mayfair £2500-3500 £2520 2
1991  Rover Metro GTA 16v £N/R £105 3
1994  Rover Metro 1.1 GTa £1400-1800 £470 2
1995  Rover Mini Sidewalk £3500-4500 £4305 2
1996  Rover 114 Cabriolet £1000-1500 £1050 2
1999  Rover Mini Cooper Auto £5750-6750
1993  Saab Viggen Turbo Convertible £3000-4000 £2992 2
1982  Škoda Super Estelle £1500-2000 £1995 2
1987  Subaru Pick-Up £3000-4000 £4620 2+
1993  Subaru Impreza Wrx £14,000-18,000
1960  Sunbeam Rapier Convertible £3000-4000 £5355 3
1998  Suzuki Vitara 1.6JX H/Top £1200-1500 £1365 2
1985  Toyota Hi-Lux LHD £10,000-12,000 £9135 2+
1989  Toyota Supra Turbo Auto £5500-7000 £7350 2
1993  Toyota Mr2 Turbo £1500-2000 £2940 2
1990  Trabant 601S Deluxe £3000-5000 £3885 2
1966  Triumph Herald 1200 £1000-1500 £1102 2/3
1968  Triumph Herald 13/60 £3000-4000 £3885 2
1972  Triumph GT6 £3000-4000 £3150 3
1972  Triumph Stag Auto £5000-6000 £5250 2
1975  Triumph Spitfire £5000-7000 £7560 2+
1975  Triumph Stag Auto £6000-8000 £8085 2
1976  Triumph Stag £10,000-12,000 £11,760 2
1979  Triumph Spitfire 1500 £4750-5750 £5460 2
2000  TVR Tuscan £15,000-17,000
2001  TVR Tuscan 4.0 £15,000-18,000 £15,750 2
1949  Vauxhall Wyvern £2500-3500 £2520 2
1963  Vauxhall Victor Deluxe £2100-2700 £1995 2
1983  Vauxhall Astra 1.6 SR £4000-6000 £6510 2+
1992  Vauxhall Astra GSI 16v £3000-4000 £4095 2+
1995  Vauxhall Calibra Turbo 4x4 £4500-6000 £5775 2+
1996  Vauxhall Calibra 16v £892
1971  Volvo 145 £4500-6000 £4725 2+
1971  Volvo P1800E £19,000-25,000 £18,900 2+
1973  Volvo 164 £1000-1500 £1417 2
1975  Volvo 244DL £2500-3500 £2992 2+
1986  Volvo 340GL £N/R £525 2
1986  Volvo 760GLE £1250-1500 £1575 2
1989  Volvo 740 Turbo Diesel Est £2500-3500
1996  Volvo 850 T5 Est £2500-3500
1999  Volvo V70r Est. Auto £1500-2200 £2415 2
1971  VW Beetle 1600 Convertible £7000-8500 £7140 2
1971  VW T2 Combi £5750-6750 £8925 2
1973  VW Westphalia  £N/R £26,250 2+
1974  VW Beetle 1303 Karmann Convertible  £7500-9000 £8400 2
1989  VW Transporter £8000-10,000 £7770 2
1989  VW T3 Camper £9000-11,000
1993  VW Golf GTi 2.0 5-Dr £2500-3000 £2625 2
1997  VW Golf VR6 5-Dr £3750-4750 £4515 2
2001  Westfield SE1W £6000-8000 £7350 2
1944  Willys Jeep £18,000-22,000

> BONHAMS ASTON 
MARTIN SALE
Had it been Friday-the-Thirteenth it might 
have been considered unlucky but as 
the sale was on Saturday, it was not 
particularly so and although I noticed that 
there was no lot 213 (the cars starting 
with lot 200), a few more were passed 
unsold this year. Although there were no 
astronomic bids this time, the estimates of 
those sold were extremely accurate. 
    What better than to start with a couple 
of resto projects and first up was a 1950 
Lagonda DHC that had been off the road 
for 35 years selling for £19,550, cheapest 
buy of the day? A lot more rusty and rotten 
was the ’57 DB2/4 MkII, selling for a lot 
more too at £54,625. Top money was for 
a straightforward ’64 DB5 in good order 
making £561,500; dead amidships of 
the estimate. Same story for next best, 
the very nice ’61 DB4 MkIII with a rebuilt 
engine selling just short of £400K. And 
just a little less than that bought a more 
modern ’89 V8 Vantage Volante ‘X’-Pack 
7-Litre although this engine had been fitted 
later together with a LH to RHD change 
and virtually a complete cosmetic rebuild. 
More affordable was what many consider 
the ugly, the wedge-shaped Lagonda 
saloon. A ’79 example here needing 
re-commissioning still made £28,750 – and 
that was half the estimate too! Also, I am 
not alone in regarding the V8 Zagato of the 
‘80s the plainest, least-Aston like model 
ever, yet the metallic brown ’89 Volante 
example here sold for £281,500.

> SILVERSTONE AUCTIONS
There was a 72 per cent sale rate 
producing £3.6m at its May sale at 
the Wing lead by a rare lightweight 
’93 Porsche 911 Turbo ‘S’ selling for 
£556,875, even with a question mark 
about its factory history and verified 
mileage. Seven out of the eight E-types all 
found new homes, the first one away being 
a lovely original ’65 S1 Roadster going 
over estimate to make £112,500. 
    Ferraris seem to have gone off the 
boil a little judged by a number remaining 
unsold here but both the yellow ‘93 348 
Spider and ’96 355 Spider in A1 order 
and |RHD too, sold on cue at £66,375 
and £91,115 respectively and the buyer 
of the ’85 308 GTS QV for £54K bought 
a very special Ferrari with a 4.8 V12 
motor shoe-horned in to order plus many 
upgrades when just a couple of years after 
delivery by Nigel Mansell’s dealership no 
less. Other Porsches of note were the ’65 
365B Cabrio with long family history going 
for a high £123,750 and surprisingly a 
2009 Boxster RS60 made nearly £31K, 
depreciation appearing to have been held 
in check. Just one Jag XK was entered, 
a lovely 1955 LHD XK140SE Roadster 
with a £75/85K estimate but it sold nearly 
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double at £121,500. The sale started with 
a modern Bentley Arnage and very nearly 
finished with one too; a 2000 Red Label 
was first car up selling for £16,875 and a 
’99 Green Label went for £14K. For style 
and value, these are difficult to beat.

> COYS LONDON
Maseratis have been a long time coming to 
the fore but are now much sort after shown 
by the lovely ’63 3500 GT Superleggera by 
Touring restored some ten years ago making 
just short of £165K at this Royal Horticultural 
Halls sale. A few quid shy of £140K also 
bought a well-loved E-type 3.8 Roadster; the 
’62 S1 matching numbers example having 
been in a collection for years and fastidiously 
maintained. Where Coys find ‘em I don’t 
know but Fiat beach-buggies often crop up – 
and this time the 1964 Jolly example certainly 
was special having been owned from new by 
President Tito, selling for £80K! 
    As reported elsewhere, Ferraris are having 
a hard time at the moment – or are vendors 
asking too much? – and just a couple of the 
ten here found new homes. The 2000 RHD 
360 Modena with manual ‘box with good 
history file looked well worth the £57,500 
paid; perhaps being silver prevented it 
making more. A ’95 348 Spider, and very low 
mileage through log-time storage, sold for 
an under estimate £50K. Bargain of the day 
for just six hundred quid more had to be the 
rare, sleek Ford-powered ’75 Iso Lele Sport 
Coupé, refurbed, running well and one of just 
11 RHD models that were made after the 
original Iso company ceased production too.

> HISTORICS ASCOT
A stray not too far from home territory for 
Historics to this horsey venue and whilst a 
73 per cent sale rate is perhaps average, 
it raised some £3.6m with over 1000 
attending to see over 170 cars hammered 
away. With no really big figures achieved or 
expected (except perhaps for the Jag XJ220 
optimistically estimated £320/375!) £154K 
for the superb ’64 Alvis TE21 DHC by Park 
Ward and £114,400 for a fully restored 
LHD ’62 Mercedes-Benz 190SL Roadster 
were among the high flyers. Also making six 
figures was the best of the seven out of eight 
E-types to sell; an unusual black inside and 
out LHD ’62 S1 FHC restored as this original 
spec since its return from the US It made 
£106,700 with another ’62 S1 3.8 model, 
same colour outside and also from over 
the pond but since converted to RHD, just 
dipping under £100K. Early Min-Coopers are 
still gaining ground shown by the ’64 1071cc 
Mk1 S fetching £46,750. Also on the up are 
Jensens; a ’72 Interceptor III selling just short 
of £40K. A 1972 BMW 3.0 CSL Lightweight 
project looked a huge challenge for the 
£52,800 paid. Best punt of themall was the 
ex-Royal Tour of SA 1946 Daimler DB18 
needing a little refurbishment for the princely 
sum of £7700! Who says classics are dear?

s

CHARTERHOUSE 12 APRIL
The Showground, Shepton Mallet BA4 6QN
YEAR MAKE/MODEL EST £SOLD COND’
1979  Aston Martin V8 £45,000-55,000 £57,200 2-
1932  Austin 7 Super Special  £13,000-15,000 £11,000 2
1936  Ford Special £16,000-18,000 £17,600 2+
1960  Ford Thames 300E £5000-6000 £7480 2+
1978  Ford Capri Am Bullet £1400-1600 £1650 2
1993  Ford Capri Clubsprint Se £1400-1600 £1320 2
2013  Ford Mustang Premium V6 F’back  £16,000-18,000  £14,300 2+
1989  Jaguar XJ6 3.6 £1400-1600 £1320 2+
1954  Land Rover 86in £7000-8000 £7590 2
1964  Land Rover 88in Pick-Up £5500-6500 £7480 2+
1948  MG TC £28,000-30,000 £24,200 2+
1952  MG TD £20,000-22,000 £17,050 2+
1973  MG Midget £6000-6500 £6380 2+
1979  MGB Roadster £3000-3500 £3740 2
1990  MG Metro £1800-2200 3080 2
1987  Mitsubishi Colt Glx Auto £400-600 £418 2+
1969  Morris Minor Pick-Up £800-7200 £7150 2
1977  Reliant Kitten ‘Noddy Car’ Cnvsn  £10,000-12,000 £5720 2
1956  Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud £25,000-28,000 £20,350 2
1986  Rover Mini C/W Watson Honda Cnvsn  £3500-3800 £3520 2
1998  Rover Mini ‘Paul Smith’ £3500-4000 £4730 2
1973  Triumph Stag £3000-3500 £2750 3-4

BARONS 22 APRIL
Sandown Park, Portsmouth Rd, Esher KT10 9AJ
YEAR MAKE/MODEL EST £SOLD COND’
1970  Alfa Romeo 1750GTV £16,000-18,000 £11,550 2
1974  Alfa Romeo GTV 2000 £22,000-25,000 £20,500 2+
1985  Alfa Romeo Giulietta £5000-7000 £4400 2
1998  Alfa Romeo GTV Lusso £2000-3250 £3300 2
1977  Audi 100 £5000-7000 £3740 2+
1964  Austin Mini £4000-6500 £3850 2
1965  BMC Moke £20,000-25,000 £16,500 2
1997  BMW 740iL £3000-4000 £2750 2
1997  BMW 750iL £3500-5500 £2750 2
2001  BMW X5 3.0i Sport £2500-3500 £3410 2+
2003  BMW 525i SE £250-4000 £2970 2
1961  Cadillac Eldorado Biarritz £390,000-35,000  £28,050 2+
1957  Chevrolet Pick-Up £20,000-27,000 £26,400 2+
1978  Fiat 124 Spider £7000-8000 £7700 2
1967  Ford Mustang 289 Convertible £17,000-20,000 £20,350 2
1971  Jaguar XJ6 £3000-4000 £4345 2
1973  Jaguar E-Type Roadster £60,000-75,000 £81,400 2+
2002  Jaguar XKR100 £8000-10,000 £9680 2
2004  Jaguar XJ6 3.0 £2000-3000 £1980 2
1981  Lancia Beta Spyder 2000 £8000-9000 £4840 2
1972  Land Rover 88in £1500-2500 £4510 2
1973  Mercedes-Benz 450SL £14,000-16,000 £9250 2
1988  Mercedes-Benz 300SL £12,000-16,000 £13,500 2
1991  Mercedes-Benz SL500 £4000-5500 £5060 2
1995  Mercedes-Benz E320 Sportline £8000-9000 £11,770 2
2007  Mercedes-Benz SL350 £10,000-13,000 £12,100 2
1978  MGB Roadster £3500-5000 £3960 2
1982  Porsche 924 Turbo £6000-8000 £7480 2
2001  Porsche Boxster £2500-4500 £2090 2
1976  Rolls-Royce Corniche Dhc £36,000-40,000 £35,750 2
1984  Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit £4000-6000 £3960 2
1999  Saab 9-3 SE Turbo £500-1500 £500 2
1962  Triumph TR4 £14,000-16,000 £13,000 2
1967  Triumph TR4A  £19,000-21,000 £18,000 2
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1971  Triumph TR6 £14,000-16,000 £13,200 2
1971  Triumph TR6 £16,000-19,000 £18,700 2
1973  Triumph TR6 £16,000-19,000 £16,500 2
1981  Triumph TR7 Dhc £3500-5000 £5280 2
1978  TVR Taimar £9000-12,000 £10,500 2
1964  VW Beetle £6000-8000 £7040 2/2+

SWVA, 28 APRIL
Ringwood Road, Poole BH14 0RG
YEAR MAKE/MODEL EST £SOLD COND’
1989  Audi Quattro £N/R £1225 2
1958  Austin A35 Pick-Up £13,000-15,000 £22,680 2+
1961  Austin Gipsy Fire Engine + Trailer £9000-10,000
1962  Austin A35 Van £4500-4750 £10,800 2
1970  Austin Mini 1000 £2900-3750 £4968 2+
1970  Austin 6cwt Van £3000-4000 £4644 2
1980  Austin Allegro 1.3L £N/R £675 2
1985  Austin Metro VP £1500-1800 £3240 2+
1948  Bentley MK VI Special £23,000-25,000 £41,040 2
1949  Bentley MK VI Special Project £N/R £17,550 3
1958  BMW Isetta £9000-10,000 £10,800 2
1997  BMW 328i Convertible £750-1000
1929  Chevrolet Roadster £10,500-11,500 £18,360 2
1971  Citroën SM £27,000-29,000 £45,360 2
1985  Citroën CX Reflex Est £N/R £300 3
1985  Citroën CX Reflex Familiale £N/R £425 2/3
1968  Daimler V8 250 £5500-6500 £11,070 2
1969  Daimler V8 250 £4500-5000 £5400 2
1996  Daimler Double Six £N/R £3240 2
1976  Ford Escort 1.3GL Four-Door £3000-3900 £4752 2
1986  Ford Capri 1.6 Laser £4900-5500 £5400 2
1993  Ford P100 £800-900 £925 2/3
1935  Hudson Terraplane Coupé £23,000-25,000 £14,000 2
1970  Jaguar E-Type Coupé £37,000-39,000 £67,500 2
1978  Jaguar XJ 4.2C £N/R £7290 2/3
1986  Jaguar XJ-SC V12 £3900-4600 2160 2/3
1988  Jaguar XJS V12 £10,750-11,500 £27,000 2+
1989  Jaguar XJS HE FHC £N/R £1425 3
1960  Land Rover 88in £4000-5000 £6156 2
1973  Land Rover 88in Station Wagon £5000-5750 £6750 2
1972  Lotus Elan Project £23,000-25,000 £28,890 3
1990  Mazda Eunos £1900-2500 £1983 2
1978  Mercedes-Benz 230C £5000-6000
1980  Mercedes-Benz 450SLC £N/R £1325 3
1983  Mercedes-Benz 280CE £N/R £825 2/3
1984  Mercedes-Benz 380SL £N/R £3888 2/3
1988  Mercedes-Benz 300CE £1500-2000 £2376 2+
1990  Mercedes-Benz 190E auto £N/R £1375 2
1990  Mercedes-Benz 300SE £1000-1400 £1836 2
1991  Mercedes-Benz 190E auto £1000-1200 £1325 
1991  Mercedes-Benz 300SL-24 £2900-3500 £4860 2
1995  Mercedes-Benz E320 £7500-8500
1996  Mercedes-Benz E220 Coupé Auto £2900-3500 £4320 2+
1951  MG Y-Type £13,750-14,750 £18,360 2
1960  MGA Rally Car £16,000-19,000 £19,980 2
1964  MG Midget £1500-1800 £2700 2
1964  MGB Roadster £5900-6400 £11,232 2
1967  MGB GT £7500-8000 £7290 2
1967  MGB GT £10,500-11,500 £15,120 2+
1972  MGB Roadster £7900-8500 £9450 2
1973  MGB GT £4900-5900 £7020 2
1977  MG Midget £2900-3200 £3240 2+
1977  MGB GT £1000-1400 £1425 2
1978  MGB Roadster £3750-4250 £4266 2
1931  Morris Commercial F-Type Fire Engine  £13,000-15,000
1965  Morris Mini Cooper £33,000-35,000
1974  Morris Marina Sun-Tor £N/R £1890 2
1937  Packard 8 Touring Limousine £23,000-25,000 £30,240 2
1936  Peugeot 302 £8500-10,000 £9720 2
1972  Range Rover £N/R £1425 3
1988  Range Rover EFi £2900-3500 £4320 2
1995  Range Rover 4.0 Autobiography £1500-1800 £1283 2
1973  Reliant Scimitar GTE £3500-4500
1986  Renault 4GTL £2000-2750 £5130 2/3
1961  Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud £17,000-19,000 £27,000 2
1970  Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow £N’r £3348 2
1972  Rover 2000SC auto £N/R £700 2/3
1992  Rover Mini Cooper   £6500-7500 £8433 2
1993  Rover Mini ‘Italian Job’ £3500-4500 £5292 2+
1994  Rover Mini Tahiti Custom £5500-6500 £6048 2
1995  Rover 100 Kensington Five-Door £N/R £1425 2+
1997  Rover 100 Ascot Three-Door £N/R £425 2
1998  Rover Mini Cooper £5900-6900 £8208 2
1999  Rover 820Si Auto Saloon £N/R £825 2+
2002  Smart Crossblade £8500-9500 £17,820 2
1986  Toyota Supra Auto £N/R £1525 2
1988  Toyota MR2 £2000-2900 £4320 2+
1949  Triumph Roadster 2000 £18,000-19,500 £31320 2+
1965  Triumph TR4A £18,500-19,750 £21,116 2
1969  Triumph Spitfire £5900-6900 £10,152 2+

Auction
NEWS

LOOKING AHEAD…
Major classic auction dates up until early 
AUGUST. If you wish to highlight your auction, 
please let us know about it in good time
8th DT Mathewsons, North Yorks
8/9 ECCA, Essex 
12th Brightwells, Leominster, Somerset
14th Hobbs Parker, Ashford, Kent
15th Coys, Oxon
18th Barons, Surrey
26th H&H, Duxford
27-30th Silverstone, Towcester
28th SWVA Dorset
12th AUGUST DT Mathewsons, North Yorks
17th Brightwells, Leominster, Somerset

FAIR TRADE FOR ALL
A Code of Conduct among UK 
auction houses is being proposed it’s 
been reported. Major players, such 
as Historics, Anglia Car Auctions, 
Silverstone, Barons and Brain Chant’s 
DVCA are claimed to be supporters of 
the move, designed to give reassurance 
in the classic auction market that’s 
increasingly luring buyers. Brian Chant 
told Classic Motoring it’s early days but 
something he would like to sign up to as 
it would certainly raise general standards 
and give, even seasoned traders, more 
confidence (both when placing a vehicle 
in or purchasing from an auction) as 
there’s no governing body.

CUT ABOVE THE REST
Barons’ next auction promises to a 
cut above the rest. Auction manager 
Tim Gascoigne says: “We’ve already 
consigned a number of prestigious 
vehicles for our Connoisseurs Classic 
Car Collection event on 18th July. 
This event is slightly different to our 
normal auctions. As a select auction 
of fine classic cars, we are offering 
a limited number of entries only to 
premium vehicles for the classic car 
connoisseur.” For further information or 
to consign a car to the 18th July sale, 
visit www.barons-auctions.com
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T: +44 (0)1722 712829
Email: sales@flexolite.co.uk

www.flexolite.co.uk

DID YOU KNOW THAT FLEXOLITE 
ALSO SUPPLY:

● ETHANOLMATE - to protect against
ethanol in fuels

● OIL COOLER KITS & COMPONENTS

● FUEL PUMPS (inc. 6V) & FILTERS

● ELECTRIC WATER PUMPS

● BROOKLANDS AERO SCREENS 

● REVERSING CAMERA SYSTEMS

● HOSES FOR OIL, BRAKE & CLUTCH
APPLICATIONS 

Visit our NEW WEBSITE for more information

BRITISH PRODUCTS WHEREVER POSSIBLE !

FIT A SPIN-ON OIL FILTER TO YOUR
CLASSIC. WE MANUFACTURE ADAPTOR

KITS FOR MOST BRITISH CARS 
OF THE 1950’S AND 60’S 
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British classic cars need British made brake discs and drums

genuine & conversion parts
Tel: +44 (0)1746 710810

Fax: 01746 710999
email: sales@mgv8parts.com

Callers by appointment only at
Highgrosvenor, Worfield, WV15 5PN

(between Bridgnorth & Wolverhampton)

OVERSEAS MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE

Full workshop facilities: servicing, repairs,
MoT and prep.

RV8 wood refurbishment & mail order 
services worldwide. 

Catering for all MGB, V8, V8 conversions &
RV8 vehicles.

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT

www.mgv8parts.com

V8 Engine 
Steady Bar

This is the best 
you can buy for the money!

£50.60

RV8 front
radiator cover
Black £199.50

Part Carbon Fibre 
£227.80

RV8 New
Polyurethane rear

anti-roll bar
bushes. 
£16.70 

for the pair

RV8 cars available for sale - please call 

Genuine RV8
heater valve
(ZKC 5119 - the 
correct one)
£54.95

HERITAGE
APPROVED

RV8
Spax

Krypton
filled dampers

Adjustable on car
through 28 different

stages
£129.00 each (front) 
£142.25 each (rear)

full set £522
- save £20.50RV8 boot stays. £30.20 each

BRAND NEW
high torque

starter motor.
British made £252

NEW All Alloy 15 inch Replacement Wheels
for the GTV8 
With an alloy 
centre and a highly
polished alloy rim. 
Weighs approx 
2kg lighter. 
No further rusting. £399.60

RV8
Expansion

tank
£79.95

RV8 Main
header rail
and filler. 
£59.95
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New, better quality,
harder wearing

replacement
overmats. Original
patterns, colour &
embroidered with
MG logo. Pair RV8

mats £99.50

New Replacement MG RV8
Heatshield Fits above
catalysts on the
underside of the car.
Stops heat ingress and
paint burning on
underside of car £119.50

RV8 Petrol Tank
Sender with Seal 
& Locking Ring. 

£59.95
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If there’s one thing that marks 
out a good restoration from a 
great one, it’s the state of the 

interior and yet it’s the area a lot of 
DIY rebuilds sadly fall down on. 
Don’t fall into the same trap 
although be warned, renovating 
tired trim can cost as much as 
bodywork repairs. On the other 
hand don’t skimp needlessly on an 
interior. After all, you’ve got to live in 
it while out driving...

LEATHER LORE
Older hides need to be kept clean 
and well-fed or they deteriorate 
easily. Oil-based dirt can be 
carefully removed with white spirit 
and common stains can be tackled 
with sparing quantities of warm 
water, after which the leather 
should be thoroughly dried. The use 
of such products as washing-up 
liquids should be avoided, as their 
saline can draw out the natural oils 
and prematurely age the leather. 

Once clean, the leather should 
be fed with Connolly hide food or 
other such proprietary product. The 
container should be heated with a 
hair dryer so an even layer can be 
achieved. Any unwanted build-up 
on the seat can easily be removed 
simply by localised heating and 
rubbing with a soft cloth. Once 
cool, the surface should be 
thoroughly buffed.

Early cars may well have had 
their seats connollised. This process 
of ‘painting’ leather to restore its 
colour was originated by the now 
defunct leather supplier Connolly, 
but has become a generic term for 
such treatment. One such company 
is Leather Forever who markets a 
range of over 20 base colours and 
says, unlike waxed products like 
boot polish, its products will not 
leave a residue that will come off on 
clothing. Each base colour will 
cover 2-3 shades either side of the 
base colour within the spectrum, so 
an exact colour match is not 
required – you simply choose the 
nearest shade from the colour chart 
to match your requirement, it adds. 
A 250ml pot will generally treat a 
set of seats up to three times.

GO FIRST CLASS TRAVEL
There’s simply no excuse for roughing it when out in your classic if you heed 
these top trade tips that needn’t break the bank either…

Extra care is needed when 
cleaning seats that have been 
treated in any way, as inadvertently 
removing the coating can make the 
items look worse rather than better. 

While wholesale DIY painting of 
leather is not recommended, 
localised coating can come in handy 
for touching up the piping, squab 
bolsters etc that suffer the most 
wear and tear. Once the seat is 
clean and the colour matched, the 
appropriate dye should be carefully 
stippled-in. 

Rubbing the surface with a 
finger will help achieve the gloss 
effect common in older leather. 
Smaller areas, especially on black or 
brown leather, can be successfully 
treated with boot polish. The 
container should be preheated with 
a hair dryer so the polish will readily 
soak into the damaged area. Once 
buffed, the repaired section will not 
be a problem to clothing etc.

VINYL VALUES
This should be kept clean and 
prevented from getting too cold in 
winter as  once it’s cracked or 
faded, there is not much one can do 
other than retrim accordingly. There 
is no point in using leather food or 
suchlike, as the material is not 
porous. Small areas can be 
touched-in with the appropriate 
colour of leather paint, boot polish 
or even an indelible marker however.

CLUED UP ON CLOTH COVERINGS
If cloth interiors become dirty, then vacuum well to remove any 
loose dirt and dust, before using an interior cleaning product from 
a recognised supplier of car valeting products. Stubborn oil and 
grease stains may be possible to remove by way of careful 
application of brake/clutch cleaner would you believe – put some 
onto a lint free cloth and using a dabbing/twisting action try to 
remove the stain (don’t be tempted to rub at the stain as this can 
cause it to spread). Best though to first test the brake/clutch 
cleaner on an inconspicuous area of the trim to make sure that it 
doesn’t stain or discolour it! 

Hiring domestic steam cleaning equipment works a treat (we 
found-ed) to remove very difficult stains or dirt (do your home as 
well to make it cost effective), but at the end of the day if cloth 
interiors are too badly marked there’s not much that can be done.

WOOD WISE
Wood veneers are prone to attack 
from the sun’s powerful rays. The best 
way to prevent problems is to keep 
the relevant area clean and covered 
whenever practical; especially if the 
car concerned is likely to remain 
unused for some time. The most 
common problems are cracking or fading of the top surface – ie 
lacquer. Minor deterioration can sometimes be overcome as follows: 

Fine scratches can be removed with a fine grit paint polish 
Small discoloured areas can be touched-in using carefully 

matched model paints by applying with a fine brush 
Boot polish can also be handy for restoring very small areas. The 

colour needs to be matched with care, and pre-heating the polish will 
help it flow onto the crack or blemish concerned. Once buffed, it will 
not come off on hands or clothing 

Once wood facias, door cappings etc are beyond the type of 
minor reparation described, they will need to be removed, stripped 
and professionally re-lacquered.
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INTERIOR CARE 

TOP TRIM TIPS

•  Some owners prefer a 
nicely aged interior to 
give their classic a 
pleasing patina. And it 
has to be said that 
some beautifully 
renovated interiors can 
look a wee bit false as 
many were never that good when the cars were brand new!  
It depends what you’re after.

•  Trim inevitably wears but both pvc and leather can be 
invisibly mended by ‘smart repairing’ (see your local Yellow 
Pages or go on the web) and you can buy quite effective DIY 
kits. However, badly damaged areas will need to be properly 
recovered. Shop around and you’ll net a god deal.

•  Any good upholsterer can replicate the original design so it 
looks authentic as well as rebuild sagging seats. These items 
shouldn’t be overlooked because a rebuilt seat with new 
springing improves comfort no end, and along with a restored 
steering wheel, gives the impression and feel of a new car.

•  The job is made a good deal easier on the  more popular 
classics because tailored ready-to-fit refurbishing kits are 
generally available off the shelf and can save you a lot of 
time and effort but at a cost. An all-new interior pack for the 
likes of an MGB or TR can run into thousands: a new veneer 
dash alone costs in the region of £250. 

•   Renewing  carpets is one of the simplest and cost effective 
jobs, although it may be hard to match the original pile 
design. Spend a bit extra and renew any deteriorating or 
missing underfelt and sound insulation. Not only will it make 
the interior quieter, it will make it smell better by removing 
that horrid aged musty smell.

 •  If you are contemplating an inside job yourself then you’ll 
require an industrial sewing machine, plenty of practice – and 
a swear box! You can buy hides and do your own thing. 
Autojumbles throw up complete hides from £65, or less if 
you haggle! To give you an idea, half a hide is ample for two 
MG Midget seats.

•   Without doubt, the worst job is reviving tired headlining  
especially if you are after originality. DIY kits are available, 
but you’ll rarely get it as good a fit as a professional will.  

•• Trim is one of the rarest commodities on a classic so 
consider buying another identical car with good trim to 
salvage or even keep as spares for the future. And never 
throw anything away...

  Apart from renewing, only way to tackle tired wood is to strip 
it right  back and re-varnish and polish it – a tedious job but 
one that’s well worth the effort as anybody who has seen a 
wonderful Jag Mk2 dash close up will testify! 

SUITABLY CARPETED
When carpets in convertibles become 
wet, they should be removed, hung 
vertically and allowed to dry naturally 
at room temperature – using a heater 
will cause them to shrink. The foot-
wells should be thoroughly dried 
before the carpets are replaced; 
absorbent paper is good for this, but 
newsprint should be kept away from 
light coloured carpeting, as the ink can rub off and stain. A proprietary trim 
cleaner should be used for individual marks, while oil and grease stains can 
be removed by careful use of a brake/clutch cleaner.

HELP A HOODIE
Hoods should always be stored on the car and fully tensioned to 
prevent damage to the fabric, rear window etc. Everflex ones should 
be washed (on the car) with soapy water. Leaks along the joins can 
sometimes be sealed with beeswax. The wax should be heated and 
applied sparingly to the problem area alone. Any excess should be 
removed with a clean cloth. 

Mohair hoods should be cleaned with an appropriate 
proprietary product, rinsed off with an ordinary hose – never a high 
pressure washer – dried and re-proofed. Particular attention should 
be paid to the seam lines and ensuring the re-proofer is thoroughly 
dry before the vehicle is used. Beeswax should NOT be used on 
Mohair hoods! Tiny areas of discolouration can be successfully 
touched in with an indelible marker!

METAL METTLE  
High traffic areas such as sill kick 
plates are prone to scratching. As a 
deterrent these should be regularly 
cleaned with a soft cloth. If 
necessary, the offending parts can 
be professionally stripped and 
re-lacquered. Any ongoing problem 
can be largely prevented by coating 
vulnerable areas with Defendall (or 
similar protection film), a rubbery, 
transparent product used by 
specialists like Allon White Sports 
Cars to protect any metal parts 
(interior or exterior) that are exposed 
to regular abrasion, bombardment 
with stones, gravel and so on.

PLASTIC 
FANTASTIC
The types of 
plastic 
employed in 
car interiors 
are prey to 
the effects of 
UV radiation, and once cracked 
or faded there is little one can do 
to restore them. To save them 
from deterioration, they should be 
kept fresh with a mild proprietary 
cleaner and away from the sun’s 
rays as much as possible.
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Headlinings & Retrims in Leather, Velour or Vinyl

www.nationwidetrim.com
trevor@nationwidetrim.com   01527 518851   
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Classic
Range Rover,
re-trimming

service for all
series

Suppliers and
worldwide

exporters of
Range Rover
headlinings
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sr

Renowned Coach Trimming in Cheshire
Over 25 years experience

● Vintage and Classic Car Specialists

● Whole Interiors to Single Seat Repairs

● Full range of Leathers, Vinyl and 
Cloths (inc. up to date Alicantara)

● Head Linings, 
Carpets, Door Panels, 
Hoods, Side screens, 
Hood Bags

3 Works Lane, Lostock Gralam, Northwich, CW9 7NW

Tel: 01606 352240 / 07980 702136 www.cctrim.co.uk
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email:leatherforever@btinternet.com

Tel: 01886 884569/07976 725113

www.leather-forever.net

Dual Cleaner
& Conditioner
1 litre
Feeds leather
more

efficiently than most propriety
brands by using natural oils and
soaps, no silicone and non greasy.
Reinstates the leather aroma.
Available in 3 sizes.
500ml for £12.99, 1 litre for £20
and 2 litres for £35 (p+p free)

The leather touch up kit has
been designed as a DIY repair kit in
which you get a base
colour and several
colour tints. You then
add tints to the base
colour to make it
match your leather
exactly. This allows
you to get an exact
colour match for
your leather. Once you have the
colour you can then repair the
damage. This kit is ideal for scuff
marks where the leathers surface
coat has worn through.
This typically occurs on the drivers
bolster or where the
seat belts rub. Ten
base colour kits are
available and each
will match with
several shades within
each spectrum of
colour. Available in:
Red, Beige, Blue, Green, Grey,
Black, Cream, Ivory, Mid Brown and
Dark Brown. £25 (p+p free)

Colour
restorer
£14.99 p+p
free
Designed to
restore the
original

colours back to your leathers -
colour fading scratches, scuffs.
Puts instant life back into the
seat, whilst maintaining the
original character of your
vehicle. Will not crack or graze
and will not come off on
clothing. Gives amazing
instant results..

See our website for a list of
events we’ll be attending in 2017

Instant
Results

With 
lasting
effects

Superb project for all your leather renovation needs
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MOD
Fit uprated springs with adjustable 
dampers along with stouter anti-
roll bars, but any tweaks MUST be 
matched to rear end improvements; 
speak to a specialist for best advice. 
Rimmers lists an Upper Suspension 
Overhaul with poly bushing at 
around £30 and a KSX 
spring/damper upgrade, 
which are ride and height 
adjustable, for just over 
£300 and good value.

MOD 
Up until 1967, most Heralds were 
halted by an all drum set up and  
if only mild tuning is envisaged, 
works fine with good quality linings 
such as Mintex or Ferrodo VG95 
if you can find them. Cheap fix are 
Spitfire/Vitesse discs but you also 
need appropriate master and slave 
cylinders, not to mention front 
suspension vertical links; points  
often overlooked. A Rimmer Bros 
kit has it all for around £800.

MOD
For a decent power hike you need 
the 1147cc engine at least but, 
better still, the 1296 unit with 
its superior eight port 
head; up to 100bhp 
is achievable but 
anything above is 
impractical for road 
use. Spitfire tune is 
best low cost mod. 
Above this, there’s 
a wide range of head and cams, 
Weber DCOE carbs ultimate but 
twin SU or Strombergs from a 
Vitesse or Spitfire manifold ample; 
tuners like one or other carb best.

MOD
1296 regarded best and this 
alone provides useful gain. If you 
don’t mind a less rev happy but 
lustier alternative, a single carb 
1500 engine is a good pick, 
giving Spitfire-like pace and looks 
completely standard plus can be 
stretched to 1600cc but it’s difficult 
and expensive to do. Cooling 
can do with upgrade by dint of a 
superior radiator or core (try Radtec 
or Aaron) as 1500s can run hotter 
than others; a tuned one may need 
an oil cooler too. Moss advises 
using uprated engine fasteners.

           FRONT SUSPENSION            BRAKES

            ENGINE OUTPUT

           BOTTOM END 

MEND
Front trunnion wear is the biggest 
worry as seizure can lead to a wheel 
falling off. Regular lubrication is 
vital; EP 90 oil is the recommended 
lube although most use grease as 
it’s easier to use with a gun. New 
trunnions cost under £40 per side 

from www.rimmerbros.co.uk 
and worth fitting before 
contemplating other mods. 
Rattles from steering column 
bushes are not unknown.

MEND
All drum set up can be a 
swine to bleed properly but all 
servicing parts you need are 
readily available. If you have 
discs already, there’s no need 
to automatically consider larger 
Vitesse/GT6 items says Herald 
specialist Moordale, as better 
pads like EBC Green Stuff or 
Mintex 1144 type plus a servo 
will do the job well enough, even 
on highly tuned cars.

MEND
It makes sense to combine overhaul 
or replacement with mods as prices 
for items like camshafts etc are 

similar. Canley Classics 
offers a stock 1200 unit with 
unleaded head for under 
£1200 while Rimmer Bros 
markets rebuild kits if block 
is serviceable for just over 
£300. Fitting camshaft with 

engine in situ is quite easy 
once the grille, rad and head are 
removed. You may need a Spitfire 
downpipe to mate with the stock 
exhaust. Better still, use the factory 
Mk2 Spit tubular extractor manifold.

MEND
1500 unit yields little power over 
1296 and has problems wearing 
out big end shells but Moordale 
Motors (01707 650284) says, a 
lot of rubbish has been spoken 
about these engines adding there’s 
more torque and it can rev almost 
as high as the 1296cc engine 
once carefully balanced and the 
flywheel lightened by around 5-7lb. 
Experts have improved oil flow to 
the centre main by opening up to 
5/16in. Renew  crank shells every 
40,000 miles to be on the safe 
side; an easy ‘engine in’ DIY job.

MOD& MEND
Do you drive this great classic or are thinking 
of buying one? Here’s how to ensure that you 
get the best out of your car for years to come

3

5

Triumph’s Herald has always been a DIYer’s 
dream thanks to its Meccano-like construction 
and amazing access to the engine and front 
suspension, thanks to a forward-hinged 
bonnet. The mechanicals date back to the post 
war Standard saloon and spares and support 
from Triumph specialists is great considering 
it’s not a sports car. Here’s how to make yours 
go like one!

“Underbonnet access 
can’t be bettered, a 

DIY owner’s delight!”

1

2

3 4
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HERALD

MOD
Spitfire (but not the GT6/Vitesse) 
overdrive allows six-speeds in 
theory plus gives a choice of either 
improved cruising or, if you drop 
the axle ratio, better zip. Can fit the 
Ford Sierra Type 9 five-speeder 
but this may be unnecessary say 
experts as overdrive set up works 
agreeably well and can be uprated 
with stronger clutches and springs 
plus a higher operating pressure for 
a more ‘immediate’ engagement. 

MOD
Various aftermarket tweaks were 
devised over the decades from 
a simple ‘camber compensator’ 
costing a few quid to a virtual full-
race rear end. When Mk4 Spitfire 
was launched, Triumph finally got 
around to sorting it out and the 
factory mod is now considered 
the best modification – say 
around £150 from specialists – 
along with better dampers; GAZ 
come particularly recommended.

           TRANSMISSION            REAR SUSPENSION

MEND
Biggest problem on most Triumphs, 
including Herald, are crankshaft 
thrust washers, which if worn, can  
drop out. Oversize ones can be 
substituted, but if really bad can 
render engine scrap. Rear U/Js 
work loose and lead to vibrations 
and need regular checks. Sloppy, 
chattering gear lever? Fit new 
bushes for under £12. Overdrive 
faults usually electrical. Gearboxes 
lose their synchromesh very quickly.

MEND
Rear wheel bearings need to be 
regularly greased. Clapped out 
universal joints cause vibration 
and also spoil handling as do the 
myriad of bushes that were used. 
Best ‘polybush’ for tighter feel and 

longer life. Rear end is 
sensitive to its ‘toe out’ 
geometry setting of 
1/16in-1/8in; odd tyre 
wear is one clue to 
such maladjustment.

6

2

CLASSICCARS4SALE.NET

FOR MORE ADVICE AND 
REVIEWS VISIT OUR WEBSITE
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           INTERIOR

           WHEELS & TYRES

           BODY & CHASSIS

You can fit superior eight port 
cylinder head on a 1147cc 
engine but need its manifolds 
and a special head gasket 
with extra water holes; can fit 
one yourself.  Instead of a big 
heavy ‘six’ the lighter Dolomite 
engine fits almost straight in 
and gives over 90bhp at least 
(1850 form). We believe Canley 
Classics still has the original 
development Spitfire Triumph 
planned for production and 
there’s websites and forums 
giving advice on the swap.

AND ANOTHER THING…

MEND
Interior noises can be reduced 
but rarely cured. Bonnet is rattle 
prone (it’s not one piece) but 
that’s mostly down maladjustment 
along with worn side catches and 

the bonnet seal coming 
adrift. Sunroofs were 
popular but sourcing 
replacement parts can 
be difficult. Door hinges 
wear, leading to more 
rattles, and wind noise 

but Heralds were rarely quiet.

MEND
If you’re buying old wire wheels 
check them and their hubs for wear 
and damage. Original Herald rims 
are becoming scarce but hub caps 
aren’t and cost around £25 each 
(Rimmer). Don’t over-tyre the car; 
175/185 section radials are plenty 
big enough even if highly tuned and 

watch for tyre scrub or rubbing 
brake pipes on full lock. And 
consult a specialist regarding 
pressures as Triumph listed 
loads of them according to 
tyre make, rim width etc.

MEND
The chassis can and 
usually does rot badly; 
rails, suspension 
pick-up points 

(especially the rear) and 
outriggers are most prone, although 
part replacements are available as 
are complete new chassis frames, 
although costing well over £1000, 
you need to weigh up if a car is 
worth saving. A common rust and 
mud trap lurks at the front of the 
bonnet so clear out area regularly.

MOD
No shortage of trim. Full new 
costs under £1200 (Rimmer) and 
includes headlining. Not comfy? 
Before buying new seats, etc, did 
you know that the seat squab has 
alternative holes in the runner 
lugs, while the seat 
back has turnable 
blocks allowing four 
extra rake settings? 
Vitesse dials (right) or 
Spitfire ones can be 
used easily.

MOD
There’s a comprehensive range 
of aftermarket rims and tyres to 
enhance looks and handling. Alloys 
are commonplace so why not be 
different and opt for wires? You 
can either source them (you’ll need 
the hubs remember) from a Spitfire 
or GT6 – or alternatively buy a 
conversion kit from 
Rimmer Bros; a 
wheel and hub costs 
in the region of 
£250 per corner so 
it’s not cheap.

MOD 
Being ‘chassied’, you can 
easily lighten a Herald by 
using GRP replacement 
panels with impunity such 
as front ends, boot lids, 
sills and even transmission 
tunnels – try Quiller Triumph and 
honeybournemouldings.co.uk for 
parts. Converting a saloon into 
a convertible is fairly possible 
although more involved than you 
imagine, a better alternative could 
be fitting a modern fabric sunroof.
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Top GEAR
We report on the latest products and things for all your classic motoring needs

31 2 54CLARKE
MIG135TE MIG Welder
£299.98
Clarke’s MIG 135TE 
welder is ideal for the 
classic owner looking to 
replace rotten steel. Easy 
to set up and use, it has 
turbo fan cooling for 
prolonged full power 
welding and professional 
style, non-live torches 
which are seriously 
advantageous for the 
amateur welder. With 
power spanning 
30-130amps, it can weld 
mild steel up to 5mm thick, 
comes complete with CO2 
gas, welding wire, face 
shield, so you’re set to 
start straight from the box. 
machinemart.co.uk

FROST
Frost Ethomix additive 
£11.99 
Ethanol bio-fuel is allegedly 
great for the planet (though 
that’s open to debate), but 
it can seriously affect the 
health of our classic cars. 
The ‘bio’ part of the fuel 
absorbs water – obviously 
not good – and can cause 
tank damage especially 
during long down times.  
In addition, it’s known to 
gum up carburettors and 
fuel lines and degrade 
rubber and plastics… 
Thankfully, using this new 
Frost additive combats all 
the downsides and a single 
bottle can treat 250 litres, 
the company claims. 
www.frost.co.uk

NIGHT
SEARCHER
Rechargeable PRO250 
LED lamp
£49
PRO250 rechargeable 
work light will brighten the 
darkest corners of your 
classic. Made from 
polycarbonate and ABS 
there’s 250 lumens of light 
from the new LED 
technology strip. With a 
magnetic back and hanging 
strap, it gives total control 
over lighting direction, 
rotating 360º and 
ratcheting 180º. The li-ion 
battery charges quickly 
from the drop-in charge 
base and gives between 
2.5 and 6 hours of lighting.
nightsearcher.co.uk

MOTORBOOKS
The Complete Book of 
Classic Volkswagen
£35
Very timely for our German 
special elsewhere in this  
issue, despite the obvious 
attraction, the best-selling 
car in 60’s America wasn’t 
a monster, rumbling V8, it 
was the humble Beetle! 
Recognised the world over, 
the Type 1 was just the 
start, albeit one that 
finished with a record 23 
million examples. With 300 
colour and 200 mono 
photos, this 272pp book 
covers the family in its 
entirety along with Type 2 
vans, pick-ups, campers 
and the ‘Super’ Beetle. 
quartous.com

BURTON
Oversized Pistons 
£70.20 ea
Burton has introduced 
previously unavailable 
+0.090” oversize pistons 
for X-Flow Kent engines. 
Made by an OE supplier  
(i.e. they’re not cheap 
imports!), they also feature 
4mm deep valve pockets 
and suit most performance 
camshafts, including 234 
and 244, without further 
mods. Cast with highly 
stable ‘invar’ inserts, the 
compression will typically 
be around 10.6:1 in a 
base 1600cc unit. Being 
cheaper than any custom-
made replacements is a 
nice bonus, too. 
burtonpower.com

FORD’S FOCUS 
VELOCE.CO.UK
If the history of how a vehicle 
was designed 
and produced 
thrills you as 
much as the 
end product, 
you’ll love this 
book – Ford 
Design in the UK charting 70 
years of Ford models, both 
cars and commercials dating 
back to the Mk1 Consuls 
and Prefects. The strong text 
is backed by some wonderful 
period shots of the design 
studios and  lots of prototype 
work; a must for Ford fans in 
particular at £45.

PORSCHE PARTS 
HERITAGEPARTSCENTRE.COM
VW Heritage have just 
launched a sister company 
specialising in Porsche parts.
Initial focus will be on the air 
and water-cooled 911s, 
Boxsters and all transaxle 
models, but true to previous 
form, the range will expand 
exponentially as soon as 
possible, with a view to even 
manufacturing replacement 
Porsche parts in the future.
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American 
Auto Services

Check out our website
www.americanautoservices.co.uk

Tel:- 
0208 754 1160

130 West End Lane, 
Harlington,

Middlesex UB3 5LY
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Deepdale Mill Street, Preston, Lancs., PR1 5BY

VINTAGE & CLASSIC MAGNETO SPECIALISTS
• Recon & Repair of Dynamos • Alternators 
• Dynastarts • Starter Motors • Regulators 

• Heater Motors • Inertia Starters
LARGE SELECTION OF ELECTRICAL PARTS,
SPARES AND CONSUMABLES AVAILABLE.

Mobile and in-house Garage Repair Services.

Tel: 01772 796047
www.ribblesdaleauto.co.uk
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First thing to do to our 205 GTi is rip out the turbocharged motor and make it slower…

BEING LION HEARTED ONCE MORE

SO FAR SO GOOD?

FIVE years ago my son Oliver 
and his mate Sam bought a 
part-finished project of a 

Peugeot 205 1.9 GTi that had its 
original engine removed and 
replaced with a later Peugeot 406 
Turbo unit. Apart from power, quite 
why the idiot of the previous owner 
thought this would be a good idea  
I will never understand.

With all the complexities 
involved of adding an intercooler, 
different coolant plumbing plus the 
myriad of changes and extras 
needed to the wiring loom to 
accommodate the turbo engines 
needs and lambda sensor, the 
project slowed to a snail’s pace.

Add to this marriage, full time 
jobs and the arrival of offspring, 
their busy lives meant the car sat for 
two years untouched. With the body 
in pretty good shape and virtually 
rust free (plus being a GTi model),  
it was well worth saving, so I offered 
to rebuild it – on the condition that  
I would be allowed to remove the 
406 turbo lump and replace with 
the correct 1.9 GTi engine…

Before even thinking of 
removing the unit, I had to sort out 
both the driver and passenger 
doors. The driver’s door would not 
close properly and the passenger 
one refused to open at all!

I removed the door lock on the 
driver’s side (a fiddly process) to 
find a build up of congealed grease 
was preventing a spring-loaded pin 
returning to its correct position and 
securely locking the door. 

Once this had been cleaned 
up it worked perfectly and door 
would shut properly, and more 
importantly able to be locked.

The passenger door was more 
of a struggle though. I hoped the 
congealed grease problem was 
causing the same issue, but to be 
able to get to the door lock, I had 
to remove the door card, which 
first meant removing the passenger 
seat to get to fixing screws and 
prise the spring clips. 

I managed to remove most of 
them, but two screws holding the 
speaker cover in place were 
hidden by the edge of the 
dashboard. Luckily, I was able to 
bend the door card enough to 
spray releasing fluid at the inside 
of the door lock. Repeating the 
same process outside, I prised 

back the rubber trim enough to get 
a fine nozzle spray into the gap and 
left it to soak in thoroughly.

Three applications later, and 
almost a complete can of fluid used 
the door eventually opened two 
days later and it then took me some 
hours to clean up all the mess I had 
created and thoroughly clean the 
lock and re-grease and replace door 
card and passenger seat! 

Next step was to remove all the 
turbo-related parts my son and his 
mate had fitted, plus the front 
bumper to gain good access to aid 
engine removal which I will tackle in 
the next few weeks. Or months.

It is now my time to plea for 
help from readers and, especially, 
205 GTi owners! With so much 
altered on this car I don’t know 
where things go, particularly the 

wiring loom under the bonnet which 
is a real mess I can tell you.

Does anyone in the Essex area 
reading this magazine (or know a 
friend) who has a stock standard 
Peugeot 205 1.9 GTi that I could 
occasionally stick my head under 
the bonnet to find out what goes 
where, as it would save me a lot of 
time and head scratching.

Contact Chris Manning on 
01245 355631 07950 904860 or 
email chris_manning@tesco.net    
if you can help.

This is going to be a long 
project for me, and adapting a 
quote made by Antarctic explorer 
Lawrence Oates, I will say: “I am 
going out to work on the Peugeot,  
I could be some time. . .’’

Progress report in the future 
issues of Classic Motoring.

CAR: PEUGEOT 205 GTi YEAR: 1985 OWNER: Chris Manning

What was once a 205 GTi is a half-hearted modernised classic project. Note ugly intercooler where the proud lion-badged grille sat…

It fitted… but turbo motor is to be replaced once electric bits (pictured) find where to go! Amazingly, the interior is intact and in pretty good shape. Going to be a long job though 



161

RUNNING REPORTS

Four classic Fords on our fleet – but, hey, who’s counting?

FORDS TO THE FORE

After driving the last Capri 
made (more of this in a 
later issue) it surprises us 

how many Fords Classic Motoring 
has on its ‘fleet’ having just added 
another Blue Oval.

Let’s start with the others first 
in order of time owned. The blue 
Zephyr 6 saloon has become a 
well known sight at shows and 
picked up the odd cup or two (we 
try to avoid bangers in Classic 
Motoring). To recap, this ex 
museum 8000 miles from new Mk3 
was bought around a decade ago 
for £3000 and, apart from the 
inevitable re-commissioning to the 
running gear and a respray, has 
been very reliable and low cost to 
own with the only major problems 
perhaps being our doing when 
trying to fit an overdrive gearbox. 

A couple of transmissions were 
tried; one jumped out of gear while 
the other, we suspect, had a 
Zephyr 4 overdrive. However, it’s 
all sorted now and worth having for 
quieter cruising. The car is totally 
stock save for a twin pipe Zodiac 
exhaust system,  electronic ignition 
and an uprated radiator; the last 
two items we consider wise ‘mods’ 

on any classic no matter how 
original you wish to keep it.

We’ve had the ‘baby blue’ Mk1 
Convertible for a couple of years 
now, again it’s been to many 
shows and drew much praise. A 
sound base for a project, it’s all 
pretty original apart from the new 
lovely paintwork. 

The hood’s hydraulic system 
works fine and is pretty taut and 
leak free on the move. In fact, the 
only running problem encountered 
has been gummed up fuel lines; 
we think it’s due to old lead pellets 
fitted to combat valve seat 
recession. Doesn’t it look a great 
summer classic?

Yet another Zodiac came along 
last summer and a real rarity as it 
sports a D registration being made 
just months before the huge MkIV 
replacement surfaced in the spring 
of 1966. In fact, its correct original 
colour (it came to us in a faded 
maroon) was a MkIV hue never 
intended for Mk3s called Purbeck  
Grey that looks more like a beige, 
doesn’t it? To be honest, it’s not as 
good as the other pair it shares a 
driveway with but is solid, passes 
its MoT with ease and looks good. 

We’re not sure what to do with this 
one yet... The latest Ford on file is a 
classic case of a car that isn’t 
exactly a classic but because it’s 
been in the family since new is 
something that’s as prized as any 
Ferrari, not in the least because it 

CAR: VARIOUS YEAR: SEE TEXT  OWNER: Alan Anderson

was called a classic by Ford when 
new – a Sierra Sapphire Classic, that 
is! This model was the polar opposite 
to the Cosworth produced around 
the same time being a limited edition 
meaning it’s more exclusive.   
More on this one later.

VIVÉ LE DIFFERENCE
It’s always a bittersweet moment when you see one of 
your old classics again. On the one hand, it’s great to see 
the old thing still alive and well, but on the other, it can 
shame you if the car is so much better than when you 
owned it – like here. A reader got in touch recently 
wanting help with the paint code for his white Vauxhall 
Viva HB – which turned out to be my old Brahham which 
I owned 15 years ago (right). And still miss. And just to 
rub it in… he also sent this picture (right) showing just 
how wonderful it still looks after the expensive, extensive 
body restoration carried out by its next owner about a 
decade ago. Now it’s in the hands of the head of a 
Mitsubishi dealership in Scotland who drove all the way to 
Cornwall to buy it – that’s some trip – and who has 
improved it even further.

And talk about coincidences… the same classic 
specialist who traded it, about a decade ago (being part 
exchanged for a Cooper S), now has this 17,000 miles-
from-new estate which we featured a few months back – 
and at a considerably lower price than what it sold for at 
Race Retro in February, in the hands of another dealer…

Mk1 is a great summer 
tourer; Mk3 has been 
with us for 10 years at 
least; Zodiac boasts a 
rare 1966 paint option
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BRESCO VEHICLE SERVICES LIMITED 
Classic Car Fasteners  - 3000+ products 

35 yrs serving the classic car market 
Buy on line or phone 01509 610834 
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NO GREY DAYS FOR ICONIC DUO
Iconic Creations isn’t just another classic car specialist but a welcome breath of 
fresh air bringing new ideas and thinking for the next generation of enthusiasts

West Thurrock in Essex is 
probably best known for 
its Lakeside shopping 

centre rather than high-end classic 
car specialists yet there’s two within 
a couple of miles of each other – 
Iconic Creations is the newest on 
the block, and as the name rather 
suggests, it prefers to do things, 
well… differently.

In fact, when deciding upon its 
name, co founders Ben Pearce and 
Aaron Percy intentionally wanted to 
get away from the usual classic car 
titles and rightly so, because this 
outfit is much more than yet another 
specialist. The pair became friends 
through their wives and, being 
devout petrolheads, decided to set 
up in business together with a fresh 
approach and outlook to a dyed-in-
the-wool industry – as befitting their 
comparative youth in this aging 
sector of the motor trade.

Quietly tucked away in a tidy 
industrial estate, that’s ideally placed 
for the M25 and Dartford crossing, 
the new buildings are as immaculate 
as they are expansive where all 
aspects of repairs and restorations 
are carried out; when we visited, a 
couple of Mustangs were being built, 
as was a Stag and Porsche 356 
convertible with a DB6 awaiting 
treatment alongside a Ferrari 
Testarossa. Oh, and a BMW 3.0 
CSL was in the workshop with its 
engine out. High end stuff admittedly, 
yet there was also a Ford Escort 
RS2000, a VW Beetle, Ford Corsair 
and Mk2 Cortina GT convertible 
being fettled; the highly reasonable 
flat £50 per hour labour rate 
attracting all types of clients and 
their respective budgets, we reckon. 

And while there’s always plenty 
going on, the massive premises – 
boasting a spray booth and 
dedicated machine and fabricating 
shops – has ample room for more.

INDEPENDENCE DAY
One point that we feel is pretty 
unique is that when Iconic Creations 
restores a vehicle, if need be, it has 
the work verified by an independent 
or marque expert so that it’s to the 

of the financial aspects and the 
pair admit that when the company 
was started up, it was run by a third 
party, while they concentrated on 
other business ventures, but it was 
haemorrhaging money, forcing them 
to concentrate solely on turning 
Iconic Creations into profitability. 
Modestly, Aaron says it all somehow 
fell together… yet when you 
consider their whopping £1m 
investment, some serious planning 
must have taken place.

BESPOKE BUILDS
Aaron’s apprenticeship with a 
custom car specialist means 
he’s not adverse to bespoke 
builds, witness what’s going to 
be a stunning Ford Consul Capri 
convertible conversion (see top pic) 
that’s half completed and the pair 
actively enjoy making modified and 
modernised classics, either to their 
spec or customers.

Aside from the nuts and bolts 
side of things, Iconic Creations also 
has a sale division called The 
Platinum Car Company, located in 
the beautiful grounds of Orsett Hall 
where a diverse selection of some 
cracking classics – from a Mini 
Cooper S to pre-war Rolls-Royce 
are held for sales and hire (private 
or business) and at realistic prices.

It recently sold a decent ready-
to-have-fun MGA Twin Cam for just 
over £20,000, full well knowing that 
after some work it could have easily 
made double this – at least. 

However, they prefer to not to 
price their cars out of the reach of 
mainstream enthusiasts – because 
that’s what Aaron and Ben are 
along with its staff of five.

Their address may come under 
Grays but this classic car specialist 
is anything but…

Iconic Creations,
Unit 10D, 
Askew Farm Lane,
Grays,
Essex
RM17 5XR
Tel: 01375 377914
Iconic-Creations.com

best possible standard, because as 
Ben admits, no universal specialist 
can profess to know everything 
about every make and model. 
And it was notable the number of 
classics in their workshop having 

work redone because of slipshod 
standards by other (and possibly 
better known) so called experts…  
A trained fabricator, Aaron looks 
after the workshop side of things 
while former banker Ben takes care 
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INSURANCE

Call 01635 874646
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

With over 50 years’ experience we have developed a

range of policies and services specifically for classic

cars and the varying needs of their owners.

Our qualified experts have long standing relationships

with the UK’s leading insurers to provide complete

peace of mind. Right Cover, right price.

www.aplanspecialist.co.uk

A-Plan policies can include:

Limited mileage discount
Club member discount
Modified vehicles
European cover
Multi-vehicle cover
Agreed value & more
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A-Plan Insurance
Specialist Car Insurance

for enthusiasts by experts
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Authorised & Regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority
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WE PROVIDE:
• If permitted by the Authorities, your ability to acquire

the salvage if “written off”
• Extra payment made to cover expenses to find a

replacement if “written off”**
• We permit “self repair” - and will reimburse you

appropriately
• Spares are unlikely covered on household insurance - So we do

so in our policy
• UK & European Breakdown/Recovery/Home Start included
• Miles unused are reimbursed from next years premium on 8000 mile

scheme 
• Inclusive Agreed Value up to £7500 with photos.  Higher Valuations

possible
• We operate with UK teams - for both claims and bespoke underwriting
• No hidden add-ons, fees or charges - even for credit cards (excl. instalments)
• PREFERRED client terms for “non-classics” - with integral Breakdown, Recovery &

HomeStart

“INNOVATIVE INSURANCE FOR 
DISCERNING OWNERS”
Lynbrook policies* were developed to offer wide cover with bespoke specialist
servicing and sensible pricing. Over 25 years improvements and additions have been
constantly developed to address the demanding and changing needs of our clients.

Tel. 0345 130 4662 or 01277 206285
8am - 6pm weekdays – Saturdays 9am - 1pm

“lynbrook@ers.com”
Lynbrook Insurance is an Introducer Appointed Representative of ERS Syndicate

Management Ltd which is authorised and regulated by the Prudential Regulation Authority
and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

WE TRY TO BEAT COMPARABLE QUOTATIONS
THOUGH OUR QUALITY IS INCOMPARABLE
*We offer insurance for Classic and Vintage cars and motorcycles, three wheelers and motorhomes

**Applies if your vehicle is insured on an Agreed Value basis and salvage not taken
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ASTON MARTIN

AUTO ELECTRICS

CARBURETTORS

CARS FOR SALE

CHROME PLATING

DE-CORROSION

AUSTIN

BRAKES

WE PAY THE MOST 
PLEASE CALL

01322 669081
07836 250222

We travel any distance

ASTON MARTINS
URGENTLY WANTED

Any year, any model
any condition
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AUSTIN MAXI PARTS.
New old stock,
1000s in stock.

Mail order and export.
Contact AGM Spares

Tel: 01526 398377
or email: agmspares@aol.com
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Copper & Copper Nickel Brake Pipe Sets
Made in the UK for ANY car

AUTOMEC.CO.UK 01280 822818

DOT5 Silicone Brake & Clutch Fluid
- NEVER NEEDS CHANGING
- WILL NOT DAMAGE PAINTWORK
- REPELS MOISTURE
- INHIBITS CORROSION
- WILL NOT CATCH FIRE EASILY
- CONSISTENT SAFE PERFORMANCE
FOR THE LIFE OF YOUR CAR

Making your own brake pipes?
We have everything you need

VERY EASYTO FIT

WILL NOT

RUST
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CARBURETTOR HOSPITAL
OVER 1 MILLION CARBS, SPARES, REPAIR KITS, DISTRIBUTORS, 

PUMPS ON THE SHELF, WORLDWIDE MAIL ORDER

Web: carburettorspecialist.com 
E-mail orders: chipmork@btconnect.com

Opening hours: Monday - Friday 10.00 - 4.00
Wits-End, Ulverston Road, Rochford, Essex SS4 3JT. Tel: 0845 061 4477 Fax (24hrs): 01702 200549
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We have acquired several major PIERBERG
companies and a huge amount of stock. So
we can now offer Pierberg carbs and spares
+ fuel pumps petrol/diesel mechanical/
electrical, vac pumps, pulldown units,
vapour separators. These cover most
vehicles:
Toyota / Nissan / Opel / Vauxhall / Ford /
BMW / Mercedes / Leyland / Fiat / Lancia /
Peugeot / CIT / Volvo / Seat / REN / KHD /
PSA / Talbot / Triumph / Honda / MITS /
Mazda / Rover / VW / Audi / Lada / Alfa.

Stockists of

EXCHANGE & NEW CARBS 
FOR MOST VEHICLES
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Malcolm Scatchard
Tel: 01274 561098

Mob: 07798 768676
Email: malcolm.scatchard@thecarshack.co.uk

www.gasolinealleybingley.co.uk

Triumph Stag 3 Litre V8 Auto
Stunning Black, Black Leatherette interior, Black Soft Top.

First class ready to go condition, major rebuild with
its last but one owner. Large, no expense spared history file.

£11,995

FOR SALE
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SEARCH
A HUGE ARCHIVE

OF REVIEWS
& BUYING

ADVICESubscribe
01795 414675

www.classiccars4sale.net

p120-180 CMAUG17_CLASSIC MOTORING  29/06/2017  12:02  Page 168



169

DIRECTORY

CAR COVERS DISTRIBUTORS

EXHAUSTS

INSURANCE

JAGUAR MERCEDES-BENZ

NUMBER PLATES

PRESTIGE

RESTORATION

ROVER
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Classic Exhaust
Specialists

Huge stocks of British and Foreign
Classic Exhausts, including 
1950’s, 60’s, 70’s, 80’s and

back to the thirties.
In mild steel or 304 Stainless Steel

Carriage arranged. Old stocks purchased
Tel: 07768 263683 or 01226 298955 

ALL AT COMPETITIVE
PRICES

JAGUAR ETYPES
URGENTLY WANTED

WE PAY THE MOST 
PLEASE CALL

01322 669081
07836 250222

We travel any distance

Any year, any condition 
whatsoever & 

CLASSIC JAGUARS
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TEL: 07545 703 474 / 02380 766 870
WWW.KINSONMOTORCOMPANY.CO.UK

1989 JAGUAR XJS V12 CONVERTIBLE
2dr Auto 2 Door Sports, 9600 Miles,
One Private Owner From New. Full

History, In Red With Full Leather Seats.
One Of The Best Examples. £49,999

KINSON MOTOR COMPANY
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MERCEDES SPORTS
URGENTLY WANTED

WE PAY THE MOST 
PLEASE CALL

01322 669081
07836 250222

We travel any distance

Any year, any condition 
whatsoever
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TEL: 07545 703 474 / 02380 766 870
WWW.KINSONMOTORCOMPANY.CO.UK

1997 MERCEDES SL320 AUTO
59,000 miles, power steering, 

hard/soft tops. Full cream leather. 
Old MOT’s, service records and manuals.

£10,999

KINSON MOTOR COMPANY
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Tel: 01984 629540
RECONSTRUCTIVE SURGERY
FOR LUCAS DISTRIBUTORS

• Advance Springs
• Rotor Arms
• Contact Sets

• LT Connectors
• Bushes & Bearings
• Shafts & Bodies

Email: martin@distributordoctor.com
www.distributordoctor.com
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■ BLACK & POLISHED ALLOY
■ SILVER OR WHITE RAISED DIGIT 

ON BLACK BACKGROUND
■ SELF ADHESIVE
■ SILVER or WHITE on BLACK

ACRYLIC
■ SILVERLINE

from £29.95 PER PAIR
Other styles and non-standard sizes available

POLAR AUTOMOTIVE LTD
Order on line:

www.classicplatesonline.co.uk
Tel: 01732 360638

Bentley Azure Mulliner
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Tel: 01737 844999
www.royceservice.co.uk

This Late Series Azure is in Storm Silver
with contrasting Cotswold Hide and Nautic
Blue Top Roll and Carpets. 2003, 36,000

miles. Full Service History. Dark Blue Hood.
Twin Umbrellas fitted in Boot Compartment

and Sat Nav Hi FI System.
£84,950
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URGENTLY
WANTED

PREWAR & EARLY POST WAR
CARS, ROLLS ROYCE, BENTLEY,

DAIMLER, LANCHESTER, 
VAUXHALL, AUSTIN, MORRIS,

JAGUAR, HEALEY, TR’s, 
MG’s, COBRA’S, REPLICAS, 

CONVERTIBLES & ODD BALLS

www.ivorbleaneyclassiccars.co.uk
Email: ivorbleaney@msn.com

Tel: (01794) 390895 
Fax: (01794) 390862

Tel: 01202 388488/07860 512368
www.silverladyservices.co.uk C

M
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2006 BENTLEY CONTINENTAL FLYING SPUR
Silver Tempest with Beluga interior. 

56,000 miles. Glass tilt and slide sunroof 
with electric sun blind, Satellite Navigation,

Angel eye headlight conversion.  
£29,950
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Steering Wheel
Restoration

Steering wheel restoration, vintage to modern
cars, tractors, lorries, buses, boats. Bluemels,

Celluloid, Bakelite, Wood & Plastic.
tel: 

+44 (0) 1843 844962
www.steeringwheelrestoration.com
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MGBD Parts
& Services

NEW & USED
ROVER P6 PARTS
available in our

NEW on-line parts store
www.roverp6cars.com

CLASSIC CAR, REPAIRS,
SERVICING & RESTORATION WORKS

ALSO CARRIED OUT
Call MARK on 07833 348030

or 01902 689975
or EMAIL sales@roverp6cars.com
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SEARCH
A HUGE ARCHIVE

OF REVIEWS
& BUYING

ADVICE

SAY YOU 
SAW IT IN 

Subscribe
01795 414675

www.classiccars4sale.net
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SPARES & PARTS

SUSPENSION

TOOLS

TRANSPORT & STORAGE

STAINLESS
ENHANCE YOUR MACHINE FOREVER

www.stainlessmiddleton.co.uk
BOLTS • ALLEN SCREWS • NUTS • WASHERS

HOSE CLIPS • BAR • ETC ETC
CYCLE • BSF • BSW • BSP •

BA • UNF • UNC • METRIC FINE

ASK YOUR FRIENDS...
WHO HAS THE WIDEST RANGE?
WHO HAS THE BEST QUALITY?

WHO GIVES THE BEST MAIL SERVICE?

D. Middleton
Unit 5, Lady Ann Mills, Batley

West Yorkshire WF17 0PS

CALLERS WELCOME BY APPOINTMENT
TEL: 01924 470807   
FAX:01924 470764

31st
YEAR of
TRADING

CM08.17/CD1/p

CM08.17/CD20/p

Amsteer Sales Ltd.
17 Ariane Lichfield Road Industrial Estate,

Tamworth, Staffordshire B79 7XF
Tel: (01827) 61000 • Mobile: 07723 416501 • Fax: (01827) 61999

E-mail: sales@amsteer.co.uk web: www.amsteer.co.uk

Steering and Suspension Specialists
Established since 1972 as manufacturers of Motor Components to the Motor Industry

Also suppliers of Commercial & Classic Car Components

Specialist in: TRACK ROD ENDS • BALL JOINTS • KING PINS • SHACKLE PINS
Commercial – Agricultural – Lift Trucks

Obsolete Parts High volume or short quantities – no problem
We also supply NYLON and RUBBER products

associated with steering and suspension parts.

ENQUIRIES WELCOME FOR:
JAGUAR • ROVER • TRIUMPH • MORRIS • AUSTIN • MG • SPORT & KIT CARS

SALISBURY &
POWERLOK AXLE 

Repairs and Spares. 
Jaguar XK to XJ8, Aston

Martin, Sunbeam Tiger etc.
New & second hand parts.

Repair kits.

Call 07831 163158
or email 

sales@ajsengineering.com
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TAPS, DIES, DIENUTS & BOXED SETS
Also: DRILLS, REAMERS, ENDMILLS, SLOTDRILLS, STUBDRILLS, SLITTING
SAWS, TOLL BITS, INVOLUTE GEAR CUTTERS, SIDE/FACE CUTTERS ETC

Tel: 020 8888 1865  
THE TAP & DIE CO, 445 West Green Road, London N15 3PL-UK
www.tap-die.com www.tapdie.com 
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• Condensation free and fully alarmed
• Short or long term
• Within easy reach of the A1(M)
• 30mins Teesside/Newcastle Airports

Tel: 01388 720369     mobile: 07759 081611
david.beattie75@btconnect.com

www.classic-car-storage-northeast.co.uk

CLASSIC CAR STORAGE
NORTH EAST

CLASSIC
CAR

STORAGE

Secure indoor storage
£20+VAT per week per car.

Multiple car storage at discounted
rates, collection/delivery can be
arranged, please call to discuss

your requirements.

Tel: 01788 571896
Email:

blu122@hotmail.com
www.rugbyclassics.com
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www.sea ley.co .uk

Subscribe
01795 414675

www.classiccars4sale.net

SAY YOU SAW IT IN 

SPRING
PROBLEMS
Our experts can solve them for you!

Repair - Retemper - Reinforce.

All makes of CLASSIC CAR

Including American.

Fitting service at

our works too

BROST FORGE LTD,
ROADSPRING SERVICE
UNIT 7, 149 ROMAN WAY, LONDON N7 8XH

TEL: 0207 607 2311 CM08.17/CD43/p

p120-180 CMAUG17_CLASSIC MOTORING  29/06/2017  12:02  Page 170



171

DIRECTORY

TRIMMING

TRIUMPH RESTORATION

TYRES

UPHOLSTERY

VINTAGE

WANTED

BLAKEDOWN SPORTS CARS
TR5 & TR6 SPECIALISTS

• Lucas fuel injection specialist
• Bosch fuel pump conversions
• Servicing & M.O.T.
• TR’s bought & sold
• Chassis welding
• Engine rebuilds
• Gearbox & overdrive repairs
• “Before you buy” appraisals
• Second hand parts off the shelf

New House Farm, Belbroughton Road, Blakedown,
Kidderminster, Worcestershire. DY10 3JH.

Telephone & Fax 01562 700898. Mobile 07976 427248.
Ask for John Cowley.

email johnblakedownsportscars@gmail.com C
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HENRY JOHN HOUSE, 2 IVY ROAD, ALDERSHOT GU12 4TX

NEXT DAY DELIVERY, FREE ADVICE.
TEL: 01252 318666

sales@northhantstyres.com
www.northhantstyres.com

Classic & Vintage Tyres

EUROPE’S LARGEST TYRE & WHEEL SPECIALIST
The Best Classic Tyre Distributor

Best Prices Guaranteed
1000’s of Tyres & Wheels in Stock
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WOOLIES
Trim, Upholstery & Fittings

WOOLIES CCFS, Whitley Way, Northfields Ind. Estate,
Market Deeping, Peterborough PE6 8AR

Tel: 01778 347347 Fax: 01778 341847
email: info@woolies-trim.co.uk
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www.woolies-trim.co.uk

Celebrating 40 years!

TUCKETT BROS.TUCKETT BROS.
Model T
Ford
Specialist

Vehicles 
and parts 
for sale

www.modeltford.co.uk
e-mail:

neil@tuckettbrothers.co.uk

Tel: 01296 670500
C

M
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WANTED

WANTED: YOUR TR2/3/4/5/6 
OR STAGS IN ANY CONDITION

FROM WRECKS TO CONCOURS.
FAIR PRICES PAID ANY DISTANCE. CASH OR 

CHEQUE ON COLLECTION. 
CALL GARY ON 07801 631632.
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01707 876089 07831 556666

URGENTLY WANTED –
ANY MG,

ANY YEAR, ANY CONDITION
www.mgsforsale.com

MG & CLASSIC CAR SPECIALIST

NEVER
MISS!

ON SALE
1ST FRIDAY

EVERY
MONTH

Incorporating Classic Cars For Sale

SAY YOU SAW IT IN 

AUTOMOBILIA TO SELL?

01206
506221

CALL US NOW

ADVERTISE IT IN

Classic
MOTORING
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Classic CLUBS
If your club is missing from these listings, please send in your full details to: Classic Motoring,  
Aceville publications Ltd, 21-23 Phoenix Court, Colchester, Essex CO2 8JY or Email: sarah.collins@mspublications.co.uk

 A
(Southern) Ambulance  
Preservation Society Email: membership@southambpres.
org.uk   www.southambpres.org.uk
A.A.C (PRE-50) 
Sandra Toogood. Tel: 01530 831170 Email: secretary@
pre50aac.com  www.pre50aac.com
A40 Farina Club  
Christine Hepherd. Email: membership@a40farinaclub.co.uk
Abarth Club of Great Britain 
42 Middle Barton Road, Duns Tew, Oxon, OX6 4JN.
The Abbott Register 
Len C. Huff RD  
Frenchay Park Road, Bristol, BS06 1EB,  
Tel:07772 787693  
Email: coachbuiltbyabbott@hotmail.co.uk
AC Owners’ Club 
Tel: 01904 793563 www.acownersclub.co.uk
AJS Car Club 
Peter Hubbard. Tel: 01508 530072 
Alfa 1900 Register + 6C2300/2500 
Peter Marshall.  Email: ar.01177@yahoo.co.uk   
www.ar1900reg.org
Alfa Romeo OC Giulia 105/115 Register 
Stuart Taylor. Email: stuart.alfa@virgin.net
Alfa Romeo OC GTV6, Alfetta & 116 Giulietta Register 
Alex Jupe. Tel: 01329 834001
Alfa Romeo Owners Club 
AROC Ltd. Tel: 01787 249285 Email: membership@
aroc-uk.com www.aroc-uk.com
Allard Owners’ Club 
David Moseley. Email: honsec.aoc@googlemail.com 
www.allardownersclub.org
Allegro Club International  
The Membership Secretary. Email: membership@
allegroclubint.org.uk www.allegroclubint.org.uk
Alvis Owner Club  
Paul Chasney. Tel: 01423 339357  
Email: gensec@alvisoc.org www.alvisoc.org
Alvis Register  
Mr John Burnell. 187 Tel/Fax: 01509 412289  
www.alvisregister.com
American Auto Club International  
Brendan McCarth 07909918995  
Email: dixon@aac-int.co.uk www.aac-int.com
American Auto Club UK  
Richard Miller CEO, Tel: 0845 644 0345  
www.american-auto-club.co.uk
American Motor Owners UK  
Tel/Fax: 0130 578 7048 
Amilcar Register  
Mr. Len Battyl, Tel: 01428 645724  
Email: len.battyll@homecall.co.uk www.amilcar.co.uk
Aristocat Owners Register  
Tel: 01254 886819 www.aristocat-xkjag.org.uk
Armstrong Siddeley Owners’ Club  
Peter Sheppard. Tel: 0121 4590742 Email: 
peterorhelen@sidarm.fsnet.co.uk www.siddeley.com
Ashley Register  
Richard Disbrow.  7HA Tel: 01258 453584 · 
richard.disbrow@virgin.net
Association of American Car Clubs Club  
Tel/Fax: 01376 552478 www.motorvatinusa.org.uk
Association of Healey Owners  
(Warwick built cars, 1946-1954) Roger Crouch. Email: 
healeyowners@dsl.pipex.com www.healeyowners.co.uk
Aston Martin Heritage Trust  
Anne Wright – Tel: 01865 400414  
secretary@amht.org.uk www.amht.org.uk
Aston Martin Owners’ Club 
Carol Bradley Tel: 01865 400400  
· Email: hqstaff@amoc.org www.amoc.org
Atalanta Club  
Tel: 01732 865 651 Email: dealwithkeith@aol.com
ATCO Car Owners’ Club  
Brian Radam. Tel: 01704 501336 atcocar@
lawnmowerworld.com www.lawnmowerworld.com
Atlas Register  
8 Ford Street, Swindon, Wiltshire, SN1 5EY
Audi Coupe S Club of Great Britain  
President - Gordon Franklin. Tel: 01376 501245 or 
07946 004350 www.audi100coupes.angelfire.com
Audi Owners’ Club  
Email: andy.bowskill@audiclub.co.uk www.audiclub.co.uk
Audi Quattro Owners’ Club 
D. Preece. Tel: 01886 884475 www.quattroownersclub.com
Austin 3 Litre Owners’ Club  
www.austinthreelitre.co.uk

BMC J2/152 Register  
Matt & Joanne Traxton. Email: morris.j2@btopenworld.com 
www.brmmbrmm.com/bmcj2152
BMW Car Club (GB)  
The Secretary. Tel: 01225 709009 Email:office@
bmwcarclubgb.co.uk www.bmwcarclubgb.co.uk
Bond Owners’ Club  
Stan Cornock. Tel: 0121 784 4626 Email: 
bondownersclub@sky.com www.bondownersclub.co.uk
Border Counties Vintage Club Ltd  
Tel: 01600 860552. Email: floss456@aol.com  
www.bordercountiesvintageclub.co.uk
Borgward Drivers’ Club  
N Williams. Tel: 0121 429 7169 Email: borgwardclub@
btinternet.com www.borgward.co.uk 
Boston Classic Car Club 
David Seaton Chairman. Tel: 01205 366553.  
Email davideseaton@aol.com
The Bristol Owners & Drivers Association 
Mike Hallissey Tel: 0121 705 4910 MemSec.BODA@
virginmedia.com www.bristoloda.com
Bristol Owners’ Club  
Gavin Coulthard Email: honsec@boc.net www.boc.net
British Airways Classic Vehicle Association  
Graeme Catnach Tel: 01753 860887 or 07957 
657814. Barbara Morris Tel: 01784 435281 
British Ambulance Society  
Tel: 01803 843966 Email: info@baa999.com  
www.baa.999.co.uk
British Salmson Owners Club  
Email: info@britishsalmson.co.uk  
www.britishsalmson.co.uk
Bugatti Owners’ Club  
Mrs. Maggie Webster. Tel: 01242 673136  
Email: maggie@bugatti.co.uk www.bugatti.co.uk
Buick Club UK  
www.buickclub.co.uk

 C
(Burton) Capri Club  
Mick Ward. Tel: 01283 716345 Email: mick@
burtoncapri.freeserve.co.uk www:burtoncapriclub,co.uk
(Surrey) Capri Club  
www.surreycapriclub.co.uk
2CVGB  
The Deux Chevaux Club of Great Britain 
Email: memsec@2cvgb.com www.2cvgb.com
Cambridge District Classic Car Club  
Roger Fisher Tel: 01353 775223 www.cdccc.org.uk
Cambridge-Oxford Owners Club  
James Bradbury, Tel. 07966 249 506  
Email: enquiries@co-oc.org www.co-oc.org
Capri Club International  
Mansfield Notts Branch.  Contact Alan Sutcliffe  
Tel 01623 438967 www.capriclub2000.co.uk
Capri Club International  
Sally Bristow. Tel: 01386 860860  
Email: support@capriclub.co.uk www.capriclub.co.uk
Capri Club of Scotland  
Tel: 01368 863897 Email: admin@capriclubscotland.
co.uk www.capriclubscotland.co.uk
Capri Mk1 Owners’ Club  
Secretary Kevin Folds. 01462 834084. 
www.caprimk1ownersclub.com
Capri Mk1 Register  
Isabel Fairbrother, Club Secretary, ALBATROSS,  
Milton Damerel, Holsworthy, Devon, EX22 7NP, 
Telephone: 07746867832
Challenger Replica E-Type Register 
Nigel Boyd. Tel: 01787 210672  
www.challenger-owners-club.co.uk
Charity Classic Vehicle Club  
Les Smith. Tel: 01277 652853 www.ccvcuk.co.uk
Cherished Classic Motor Vehicle Club  
Mr Clark. Tel: 01733 893703. 
 Email: cherishedclassics@btinternet.com
Chester Vintage Enthusiasts Club  
Email: e.hignett@ntlworld.com  
www.chestervintage.org.uk

Chrysler Corporation Club  
Tel: 02380 775509 
Citroen Car Club for Rear Wheel Drive  
Alan Wilkinson 01775 670244    
Email: burghwallismasters1928.devon.co.uk
Citroen Car Club 
Paul Savill. Tel: 07488 533911 Email: members@
citroencarclub.org.uk www.citroencarclub.org.uk
Citroen Isle-of-Wight 
Alan Field. Tel: 07972 666127
Citroen Specials Club  
Carole Chitty. Tel: 01252 620128 Email: admin@
citroenspecialsclub.org www.citroenspecialsclub.org
Citroen Traction Owners Club  
Mr M Holmes. Tel: 08700 122002 Email: helpline@
traction-owners.co.uk www.traction-owners.co.uk
Clacton Classic Car Club  
Colin McLean Tel: 01255 423978w
Clan Owners’ Club  
John Orson. Tel: 01457 833751 Email: Membership@
clanownersclub.com
Classic Camaro Club  
Email: tboles@strathnoon.co.uk  
www.classiccamaroclubuk.com
Classic Camper Club  
Email: theclassiccamperclub@yahoo.co.uk  
www.classiccamperclub.co.uk
Classic Chatter  
Tel: 07875 438703 Email: classicchatter@gmail.com  
www.classicchatter.co.uk
Classic Chevrolet Club  Tel: 01376 552478 
Classic Corvette Club  
Tel: 01903 891631 Email: membership@corvetteclub.
org.uk  www.corvetteclub.org.uk
Classic Saloon Car Club of Great Britain  
Tel: 01926 484140 Email: info@csccgb.co.uk  
www.csccgb.co.uk 
Clyno Register  
Email: clynoregister@dsl.pipex.com www.clyno.co.uk
Cobra Replica Club  
Marion Jones. www.cobraclub.com
Cobra Replica Club (Northern Region)  
9 Bean Leach Avenue, Offerton, Stockport, SK2 5JA
Colchester Vintage Motor Club  
Maurice or Wendy Gallaher. Tel 01206 230207  
Email: Maurice.gallaher1@tesco.net
Connaught Register  
4 Wool Road, Wimbledon, London, SW20 0HW  
fax: 0208 946 2367
Cornwall Vintage Vehicle Society  
Jean Moyle. Tel: 01209 214530  
www.cornwallvehiclevintagesociety.com
Corrado Club of Great Britain 
www.corradoclub.org membership@corradoclub.org
Cougar Club of America  
Barrie S Dixon - Overseas Director. 0161 775 0820  
www.cougarclub.org
Crash Box & Classic Car Club Of Devon  
Mervyn Simpson.. Tel: 01884 855266.  
www.cbccc.net
Crayford Convertible Car Club  
Rory Cronin, Membership secretary.  Tel: 01903 692985
Crossley Register  
Malcolm Jenner.Tel: 01328 701240  
www.crossley-motors.org.uk

 D
The Dellow Register  
Tel: 01594 530003 
Email: r.broughton321@btinternet.com
DAF Owners Club  
Email: dafownersclub@bolsover.co.uk  
www.dafownersclub.co.uk
Daimler & Lanchester Owners’ Club  
Edwin Boddington.  Tel: 0121 748 6014  
Email: eaboddington@btinternet.com www.dloc.org.uk
Daimler Enthusiasts’ Club  
Tel: 01202 481251 www.daimlerclub.co.uk
Daimler SP250 Owners’ Club  
Email: laurence@birkenshaw.org  
www.daimlersp250dartownersclub.com
Datsun Club UK 
For all classic nissans, Alan Jones 07954 375613  
www.datsunclubuk.proboards.com datsunclubuk@hotmail.co.uk
Datsun Z Club  
Tel: 01782 873374 www.angelfire.com/f13/datsunZclub
Davrian Register  
Tel: 01825 763638  Email: new_dav_reg@compuserve.com  
www.john.rawlins.com/ndr1 

Austin A30/A35 Owners Club  
Harry Douglas. 01635 865090  
www.austina30a35ownersclub.co.uk 
Austin Big 7  
Robin Taylor. Tel: 01332 700629
Austin Cambridge/ Westminster Club  
Paul Curtis. Tel: 0117 9314881 Email: acwcc@
blueyonder.co.uk  www.acwcc.org
Austin Champ Owners’ Club  
Keith Nicholson. Tel: 01252 842056 Email: enquiries@
austinchamp.com www.austinchamp.com

Austin Counties Car Club  
Mike Greasby, Tel: 07753 742855.  
mike.greasby@gmail.com, www.psimmonds.org.uk

Austin Gipsy Register  
Email: gipsymick@aol.com www.austingipsy.net

Austin Healey Club 01329 289568 
www.austinhealeyclub.com

Austin J40 Pedal Car Club  
Ian Nelson. Tel: 01932 863073 Email: raaacer@
googlemail.com www.austin40pedalcarclub.org.uk

Austin Maxi Owners Club  
Mrs C J Jackson. Tel: 01526 398377 austinmaxiclub.org

Austin 7 Clubs Association  
Hugh Barnes, Secretary  
Email: secretary@a7ca.org www.a7ca.org 

Austin Seven Owners’ Club (London)  
Bob Cross. Tel: 01634 865598  
www.austinsevenownersclub.com

Online Austin 7 Club 
Secretary  John Cox, 47 Hawthorne Road,  
Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands B72 1ES  
Tel 0121 350 0663. john.cox12@sky.com

Austin Sheerline Princess Club  
Tel: 01702 295385 john_harding4@sky.com  
www.austinsheerlineprincess.org

Austin Ten Drivers’ Club  
Geoff Stovold. Tel: 0844 6931104  
www.austintendriversclub.com

Auto Turismo Car Club UK 
Antonio Martena. Tel: 02084 435386 www.atccc.net

Ayrshire Classics  
Email: contactus@ayrshireclassics.org.uk  
www.ayrshireclassics.org.uk

The British Austin Society  
Secretary: Barry Martin. Tel: 01843 866107  
Email: johnraeburn@hotmail.com

Club Audi  
Tel: 01527 872176 Email: secretary@club-audi.co.uk  
www.club-audi.co.uk

 B
The (Bond) Bug Club  
Mr Ron Biggin Tel: 01900 824371  
Mob: 07771 821971 Email thebugclub@mail.com  
and the official website is www.bondbugs.co.uk

The 1100 Club  
Koren Maddison - Membership Secretary Email: 
membership@the1100club.com www.the1100club.com

The Bristol Owners & Drivers Association  
Mike Hallissey. 0121 705 4910 MemSec.BODA@
virginmedia.com www.bristoloda.com

B.S.A. Front Wheel Drive Club  
T: 02392 570686 E: barrgeo@yahoo.com W: bsafwdc.co.uk

Bean Car Club  
Wendy Cooksey. Tel: 01264 771857  
Email: david.cooksey@talk21.com back.to/bean

Bedford CA Owners Club  
Oak Cottage, 550 Rayleigh Road, Hutton,  
Brentwood, Essex.

Bedford Register & Drivers Club  
6 Slington House, Rankine Road, Basingstoke, 
Hampshire, RG24 8PHH

Bentley Drivers Club  
Steve Miller. Tel: 01295 738886 fax: 01295 738887 
Email:info@bdcl.org www.bdcl.org 

Berkeley Enthusiasts’ Club  
Mike Rounsville-Smith. Tel: 01483 475330 
Email: BECMembership@gmail.com 
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De Tomaso Drivers Club  
Phil Stebbings Tel: 07711 458989  
www.detomasodc.co.uk Email: phil.stebbings@virgin.net 
Delage Club  
Email: peter@delage-world.co.uk  
www.delage-world.co.uk
DeLorean Owners Association  
www. deloreanowners.org
DeLorean Owners Club UK 
Chris Williams. 01763 220031. 07915 673889 
membership@deloreans.co.uk www.deloreans.co.uk
Devon Vintage Car Club  
Secretary Maurice Williams. Tel/fax: 01363 82867 
www.devonvintagecarclub.org.uk
DIVA Register  
Tel: 023 9225 1485 or 07747 755959 Email: pandhlr@
hotmail.com
DKW Owners’ Club 
Tel: 01224 743429 Email: dkw@garlogie65.plus.com  
www.dkw.org.uk
Dormobile Owners Club  
Tel: 01296 428580 Email: sec@dormobile.org.uk 
www.doc@dormobile.freeserve.co.uk
Dragon Sports Car Club  
Ian Turley, Ty Mawr, 46 Norton Village, Runcorn, 
Cheshire. WA7 6QR
Droop Snoot Group  
Tel: 07715 574477 www.droopsnoot.co.uk
Dutton Owners Club  
www.duttonownersclub.co.uk

 E
East Anglian Practical Classics 
Susan Ashford. Tel 01449 722759 
www.ea-pc.co.uk
East Antrim Old Vehicle Club 
Gavin Millar. Tel: 02890 848863 Mob: 07500 565079 
Email: secretary@eaovc.co.uk www.eaovc.co.uk
East Yorkshire Thoroughbred Car Club 
Arthur Douglas Tel: 01482 679 245  
Email: info@eytcc.org.uk www.eytcc.org.uk
Elva Owners Club  
Roger Dunbar. Tel: 01903 882911 www.elva.com
Enfield & District Veteran Vehicle Trust  
Penny Wilkinson Tel: 020 8367 1898 Email: info@
whitewebbsmuseum.co.uk www.whitewebbsmuseum.co.uk
ERA Club  
Guy Spollon. eraclub@ntlworld.com www.eraclub.co.uk
Escort Enthusiast Club Scotland 
Eric McDonald T:01236 875724 E: mcdonaldbzz@aol.com

 F
Facel Vega Owners’ Club  
Mark Walker. Tel: 01621 818608. Email: facelvegauk@
aol.com ·www.facelvegacarclub.co.uk
Fairford Classic Car Club  
Barry Cooper (secretary) Tel 01285 851821  
www.fairfordclassiccarclub.org.uk
Fairthorpe Sports Car Club  
Martin Collins Tel: 01604 859987  
www.fairthorpescc.com 
Email: kartman.nascar24@btinternet.com
Falcon Register  
Richard Disbrow. Tel: 01258 453584  
Email: richard.disbrow@virgin.net
Ferrari Owners’ Club 
Tel: 01327 855430  www.ferrariownersclub.co.uk
Ferrari 348 Owners’ Club 
Tel: 07973 111 310, www.theferrari348.com 
Email: ferrari348@coldwirefilms.com 
Fiat 500 Club  
Janet Wescott. Tel: 01296 622880 www.fiat500club.org.uk 
Email: membership@fiat500club.org.uk
Fiat 500 Enthusiasts Club  
Tel: 01483 715656 www.fiat500enthusiasts.co.uk 
Email: membership@fiat500enthusiasts.co.uk
Fiat Dino Register  
M. Morris. Tel/fax: 01553 829685
Fiat Motor Club (GB)  
E: enquiries@fiatmotorclubgb.com W: fiatmotorclubgb.org
Fiat Strada Abarth and 131 Sport Owners Club  
Mitch Pescay Email: contactstrada@strada130.co.uk 
www.strada130.co.uk
Fiat X1/9 Owners Club  
Ewan Brown. www.x1-9ownersclub.org.uk  
Email: membership@x1-9ownersclub.org.uk

Ford Anglia 105E Owners’ Club 
Fordanglia105eownersclub@hotmail.co.uk  
www.fordanglia105eownersclub.co.uk
Ford AVO Owners’ Club  
W. Arnold. Tel: 01827 707510/07803 905564 
Email: rs1600@avoclub.com www.avoclub.com
Ford Classic & Capri Owners Club 
Duncan Archard. Tel: 01206 844754  
E: membership@fccoc.org.uk
Ford Corsair Owners’ Club  
Michele and Les Dixon. 01245 287519,  
Email: michelestafford155@btinternet.com  
www.fordcorsairownersclub.co.uk
Ford Cortina 1600E Owners’ Club  
D. Johnson www.mk2cortina-1600e.co.uk
Ford Cortina Mk II Owners’ Club  
Mr G. Bird Tel: 01234 853541 Email: info@
fordcortinamk2oc.co.uk www.fordcortinamk2oc.co.uk
Ford Cortina Mk III Owners’ Club  
Helen Rae. Email: rae_helena@hotmail.com  
www.markthreeownersclub.com
Ford Cortina Owners’ Club Mk1-5 
Mr John Dickinson. Tel: 01253 356068  
www.mk1-5cortinaownersclub.co.uk
Ford Escort 1300E Owners’ Club  
Tel: 01245 261615  www.1300eownersclub.co.uk
Ford Escort Enthusiast Club Scotland 
Eric McDonald Tel: 01236 875724 
Email: mcdonaldbzz@aol.com
Ford Escort Mk I Owners’ Club  
Larry Cross.: 01206 799595
Ford Executive Owners’ Register  
Mrs Maureen Long, Warwick Green, Bulkington, 
Bedworth, Warwichshire CV12 9RA 
Ford Granada Club of Scotland  
Tom Montgomery. Tel: 0131 6532446
Ford Granada Enthusiasts Club  
Beverley Shafi. Tel: 0121 240 6323  
www.granada-and-scorpio-online.com
Ford Mk I Cortina Owners’ Club  
Craig Watton. www.mk1cortina.com
Ford Mk II Independent Owners’ Club  
(Consul, Zephyr & Zodiac 1956 -1962),  
John Enticknap. Tel: 020 8384 3559
Ford MKIII Zephyr & Zodiac Owners Club 
Membership: Len Harris. Tel: 07904 925071  
www.website.lineone.net/~zzoc3
Ford Mustang Owners’ Club GB  
Michael Bailey, Tel: 01235 206130 Email: 
michael@67mustang.co.uk www.67mustang.co.uk
Ford RS Owners’ Club Club  
Email: info@rsownersclub.co.uk  
www.rsownersclub.co.uk
Ford Sidevalve Owners’ Club Ltd 
Membership Secretary, FSOC Ltd. Email: 
membershipsecretary@fsoc.co.uk www.FSOC.CO.uk
Ford Transit Van Club  
Peter Lee. Tel: 01280 860050 Email: peter@
transitvanclub.co.uk www.transitvanclub.co.uk 
Ford Y & C Model Register 
Bob Wilkinson. Tel: 01832 734463  
www.fordyandcmodelregister.co.uk
Foxy Lady Drivers Club  
Steph Savill.  Tel: 01903 879988 Email: info@
foxyladydrivers.com www.foxyladydrivers.com
Frisky Register  
John Meadows. Tel: 01600 860420 Email: friskyregister@
btinternet.com www.meadowsfrisky.co.uk
Pre ‘67 Ford Owners’ Club  
Kenny Mitchell. Tel: 0131 339 4884.  
Mob: 07710 415608 www.pre67ford.co.uk
Sporting Escort Owners’ Club  
Geraldine Ridgewell,. Tel: 01359 231384   
Email: contactus@seoc.co.uk  www.seoc.co.uk
Sporting Fiats Club  
Tel: 01664 822395 www.sportingfiatsclub.com

 G
The Gentry Register  
Secretary: Andrew Linham. Email: membership@
gentryregister.org www.gentryregister.org
Gilbern Owners’ Club  
Stephen Arnold. Tel: 01438 354710 Email: stephen-
arnold@gilbernoc.co.uk  www.gilbern.co.uk

Ginetta Owners’ Club  
Membership Secretary Duncan Campbell.   
www.ginetta.org
Giulietta Register  
Alfa Romeo. Peter Yaxley 02380 731391  
peter@peteryaxley.plus.com www.giuletta.com 
Gordon Keeble Owners’ Club  
David Yeomans. Tel: 01214 5987000 Email: gkoc@
yeomans26.freeserve.co.uk www.gordonkeeble.org.uk
Granada Enthusiasts Club  
Beverley Shafi. Tel: 0121 240 6323
Granada Mk I & II Drivers’ Guild  
Terry Head. Tel: 020 8265 5229  
www.ford-granadaguild.org.uk
Granada Mk I, II & III Club  
C. Robinson. Tel: 01992 631107
Granada Owners South West  
Paul Birchall Tel: 01823 480168  
Email: jim.hancock@talk21.com
GT40 Enthusiasts Club 
www.GT40EnthusiastsClub.com 
Email: membership@gt40enthusiastsclub.com
Guernsey Classic Vehicle Club  
Ian Bowtle Tel: 07781 107084 

 H
The Classic Hearse Register  
Tel: 01425 619196 Email: hearseregister@btinternet.com  
www.hearseclub.co.uk
H.M.C. Healey Motor Company  
Ken Davies or Maz. Tel: 01743 884657
Healey Drivers Club  
Dave Haslam Email: healeydriverdave@hotmail.co.uk 
www.healeydriversclub.co.uk 
Heinkel Trojan Club Ltd  
Peter Jones Tel: 01527 501318 Email: pjtrojan@
hotmail.com www.heinkel-trojan-club.co.uk
Hillman Owners Club  
07929 259 448 Email: membership@
hillmanownersclub.co.uk www.hillmanownersclub.co.uk
Historic Caravan Club  
Margaret Squires Email: hccsec@o2.co.uk 
www.historiccaravanclub.com
Historic Specials Register  
Richard Disbrow Tel: 01258 454879  
Email: richard.disbrow@virgin.net
Holden UK Register  
Contact: DK Garner Tel: 0208 287 4932  
Email: holdenuk@ndirect.co.uk www.holdenuk.co.uk 
Honda S800 Sports Car Club  
Tony Oakes Email: oakes.tony@googlemail.com 
www.honda-s800-club.freeserve.co.uk
Humber Club 
New Membership Applications Tel: 07584 731296 
Email: membership@humber.org.uk
Humbugs EU Ltd  
L Thornton. Tel:  07745 646075.

 I
The Imp Club Ltd 
Karen Benoy, Membership Secretary, 63 Lonsdale Road, 
Stevenage, Herts SG1 5DD
Invicta Car Club  
Mrs Jo Moss Kitcher.. Tel: 07799 720507 / 01590 
645311 Email: jomosskitcher@btinternet.com
Isetta Owners’ Club of GB  
Kay West. www.isetta-owners-club-gb.com

 J
Halesowen Jaguar Car Club  
John Darer 07456 465406   
Simon Biggs 01902 651673.
International Jaguar E-Type Register  
David Brown - Tel: 07906 206333/01438 716848 
Email: david.brown©jdc-etype.org.uk www.jdc-etype.org.uk
Jaguar Drivers’ Club Ltd  
Jaguar House Tel: 01582 419332  
www.jaguardriver.co.uk
Jaguar Enthusiasts’ Club  
Tel: 0117 9698186 www.jec.org.uk
Jaguar Enthusiast Club, Essex Thameside Region
Doug Warren 07788 637057  
dwarren169@btinternet.com  
www.jecessexthameside.co.uk
Jaguar E-type Club  
Tel: 01584 781588 Email: info@e-typeclub.com  
www.e-typeclub.com
F-TYPE Enthusiasts Club (F-TypeEC) 
Unit 2, The Old Rectory, Springhead Road, Northfleet 
Kent DA11 8HN Tel: 01474 886946  
Email: mark.gregory@f-typeec.co.uk www.f-typeec.co.uk
Jaguar Steadman TS100 Enthusiasts Club 
Website: Steadmancars.webs.com
Jaguar XJS Enthusiasts Club (XEC)  
www.xjs.org.uk
Jaguar XK Club  
Tel: 01584 781588. info@xkclub.com www.xkclub.com
XK8/XKR Enthusiasts Club (XKEC) 
Unit 2, The Old Rectory, Springhead Road, Northfleet 
Kent DA11 8HN Tel: 01474 886946  
Email: mark.gregory@xkec.co.uk  www.thexkec.co.uk
Jensen Club  
Tel: 01296 614072

Jensen Owners’ Club  
Keith Andrews.Tel: 01625 525699 Email: join@joc.org.
uk www.joc.org.uk
Jersey Old Motor Club  
Jonathan Scott WarenTel: 01534 629999 ·jonathan_
scott_warren@hotmail.com www.jerseyoldmotorclub.com
Jowett Car Club  
Mary Young.  www.jowett.org
Jupiter Owners’ Club  
Lesley Williams.Tel: 01438-880 394 Email: lesley@
davestimpson.com www.jowettjupiter.co.uk

 K
Karmann Ghia Owners’ Club  
John Figg.  www.kgoc-gb.org
The Kent Classic and Sports Car Club  
Paul Friday. Mob: 07749 927411
Kieft  
Peter Schömer Tel: 01243 609746.  
Email: speedy@kieft-racing.com www.kieft-racing.com

 L
Club Lotus  
The Secretary.  Tel: 01362 694459  
Email: annemarie@clublotus.co.uk www.clublotus.co.uk
Ex-Military Land Rover Association  
John Butcher Tel: 0118 966 6844 www.emlra.org
Historic Lotus Register  
Membership Secretary, Peter Ross Tel/Fax 01326 
317789. www.historiclotusregister.co.uk
Lada Owners’ Club of GB  
Heather Rogers Tel: 01480 391343 Email: peter.rogers@
lada-owners-club.co.uk www.lada-owners-club.co.uk
Lagonda Club  
Colin Bugler Tel: 01252 845451 Email: lagclub@tiscali.
co.uk www.lagondaclub.co.uk
The Lalique Mascot Collectors’ Club  
Hon.Gen.Sec. G.G. Weiner, www.laliqueclub.co.uk,  
email: laliqueclub@virginmedia.com
Lanchester Register (1895 to 1931)  
Chris Clark www.lanchesters.com
Lancia Motor Club  
Sarah Heath-Brook, Membership Secretary  
Tel: 01206 543828 www.lanciamotorclub.co.uk
Land Rover Register 1948-1953 
Andrew Bullas Tel: 01254 813032 
Fax: 01254 814094 www.lrsoc.com
Land Rover Series One Club 
Chris Wilderspin Tel: 0776 4200 755  
Email: secretary@lrsoc.com www.lrsoc.com
Land Rover Series Two Club  
Mick Outhwaite Tel: 07761 708696   
Email: info@series2club.co.uk www.series2club.co.uk
Land Rover Series Three Club  
The Secretary. Tel: 01543 424821   
Email: Info@thelandroverclub.co.uk www.series-3.com
Landcrab Owners’ Club International Ltd  
Mr Bill Fraser. Tel: 02920 339602/07866 469865 
Email: president@landcrab.net www.landcrab.net
Lea Francis Owners’ Club  
Robin Sawers Tel: 01865 407515  
Email: secretary@lfoc.org www.lfoc.org
Lincoln-Zephyr Owners’ Club  
Colin Spong www.lzoc.org
London Vintage Taxi Association  
Mr S Dimmock. Tel: 01895 238846  
Email: lvta@hotmail.co.uk www.lvta.co.uk
Lotus Cortina Register  
Andy Morrell. Tel: 01923 776219  
Email: andym@lotuscortina.net
Lotus Drivers’ Club  
Tel: 01789 778507 or 01926 853467 Email: admin@
lotusdriversclub.org.uk www.lotusdriversclub.org.uk
Lotus Seven Club  
Sam Pearce. Tel: 01873 739069  
Email: memsec@lotus7club.com www.lotus7club.co.uk
Lotus V8 & 12 World Directory and T.R.S. Club  
Percival Perigrine. Tel: 010045 372789
The Official Lotus Club  
Victory House. Tel: 020 7306 3004  
Fax: 020 7306 0314 www.lotusclubonline.co.uk

 M
A’s of Herts, Beds & Bucks Mini Owners Club  
Russ Grundon. Tel: 07971 848019. Email: loriuss@
ntlworld.com www.asofherts.org
British Mini Club 
David Hollis. Tel: 01384 897779 Email: david.hollis@
britishminiclub.co.uk www.britishminiclub.co.uk
The Bullnose Morris Club Morris  
Malcolm McKay. Email: mlclmmckay@aol.com 
www.bullnose.org.uk 
Club Marcos International  
Isobel J Chivers, Tel: 01249 464795 Email: info@
clubmarcos.net www.clubmarcos.net
Coventry & Warwick MGOC Club  
Barry Watson. Tel: 01676 530116 
Email: barrywatson36@aol.com 
coventryandwarwickmgownersclub.org.uk
Manchester Historic Vehicle Club 
Email: mhvcltd@email.com 
www.mhvc.org.uk 
Marcos Owners Club  
Roger Young. Tel: 01527 854407 Email: chairman@
marcos-oc.com www.marcos-oc.com 
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Marendaz Special Car Register  
J. Shaw. Tel: 01242 526310
Marina/Ital Drivers Club  
John Lawson, 12 Nithsdale Road, Liverpool L15 5AX 
Maserati Club  
Dave Smith. Tel: 01494 717701 Email: admin@
maseraticlub.co.uk www.maseraticlub.co.uk
Matching Green Classic & Sports Car Club 
Richard Shepherd. Tel: 01279 420910 Email: 
webmaster@mgcscc.co.uk www.mgcscc.co.uk
Matra Enthusiasts’ Club  
Philip Owen. Tel: 01509 852974 Email: philipowen@
yahoo.co.uk www.matra-club.co.uk
Mazda MX-5 Owners’ Club  
Tel: 01984 656229 Email: membership@mx5oc.co.uk 
www.mx5oc.co.uk
Mazda Rotary Club  
Tel: 01474 333099 Email: team@mazdarotaryclub.com 
www.mazdarotaryclub.com 
Mazda RX7 Owners’ Club  
M. Hocknull. Tel: 07071 797797 www.rx-7club.com
Mercedes Benz Club 
Tel: 0345 6032660 www.mercedes-benz-club.co.uk 
catherine.barlow@mercedes-benz-club.co.uk
Mercia Minis 
Mick Rowley. 07918 160975. www.merciamins.co.uk.
Messerschmitt Enthusiasts’ Club  
Alan Hitchcock. Tel: 01367 240125  
www.messerschmittclub.org
Messerschmitt Owners’ Club  
Andy Woolley. www.messerschmitt.co.uk
Metropolitan Owners Club  
Tel: 01253 868744. Email: robertpatrick@sky.com
MG & Riley Farina Register  
Mick Holehouse Tel: 01282 605563 Email: mick_
holehouse@lineone.net www.mgmagnette.com
MG Car Club  
General Enquiries Tel: 01235 555552 Fax: 01235 
533755 Email: mgcc@mgcc.co.uk  www.mgcc.co.uk 
MG ‘M’ Group (1998)  
Tel: 01763 257354, mgmcargroup@yahoo.co.uk 
www.mgmgroup.org.uk
MG Octagon Car Club  
Peter Moore. Tel. 01455 611746 Fax. 01455 617961 
Email: info@mgoctagoncarclub.com  
www.mgoctagoncarclub.com
MG Owners’ Club  
Tel: 01954 231125 Email: mginfo@mgownersclub.co.uk  
www.mgownersclub.co.uk
Register of Unusual Microcars  
Tel: 01580 891377 Email: Jean@Rumcars.org  
www.rumcars.org
Micro Maniacs  
Jim Hacking Tel: 01924 501004  
www.micromaniacsclub.co.uk
Mid Wales Classic Vehicle Club  
Dennis J Duggan. Tel: 01938 555574.  
Email: djduggan@supanet.com 
www.midwalesclassicvehicleclub.co.uk
Midas Owners’ Club  
Steve Evans  01407 749017or tel: 01407 762241 ext 
7654 midasownersclub.co.uk
Middlebridge Enthusiasts Scimitar Set  
07773 444999 Email: info@middlebridge-scimitar.co.uk 
www.middlebridge-scimitar.co.uk
Midget & Sprite Club (MASC)  
Stuart Wilson Tel: 01562 883076 
website www.midgetandspriteclub.co.uk
Military Vehicals Trust  
Garry Anstee, Tel: 0208 399 9560 
membershipsec@mvt.org.uk www.mvt.org.uk
Mini Cooper Club  
Email: editor@minicooperclub.org.uk 
www.minicooperclub.org.uk
Mini Cooper Register  
Cliff Porter Tel: 020 8925 4086 Email: membership@
minicooper.org www.minicooper.org

Mini Marcos Owners’ Club  
Melanie Garland Tel: 01905 458533  
Email: info@minimarcos.org.uk www.minimarcos.org.uk
Mini Moke Club  
Angela Savage Tel: 02380 340437  
Email: enquiries@minimoke.co.uk www.minimoke.co.uk
Mini Owners Club (Cambridgeshire)  
Trevor Knowles Tel: 01767 650589  
Email: knowles.madhouse@virgin.net 
Mini Seven Racing Club  
Mike JacksonTel: 0121 7075881  
Email: mike.jackson@mini7.co.uk www.mini7.co.uk
Minor LCV Register  
Membership secretary Tel: 0121 422 1334  
Email: bricris@btinternet.com www.minorlcvreg.co.uk
Mk I Consul, Zephyr & Zodiac Owners’ Club 
Mr M. Chapman Tel: 01908 522411  
Email: zzmike44@hotmail.co.uk www.fivestars.co.uk
Mk II Consul, Zephyr & Zodiac Owners’ Club 
Del Rawlins Tel: 01286 831291 
Mk III Zephyr & Zodiac Owners’ Club 
Len Harris Tel: 07904 925071 website.lineone.
net/~zzoc3/
Mk IV Zephyr & Zodiac Owners’ Club 
John Glaysher Tel: 01788 574884 www.mk4zzoc.co.uk/
home.asp
Mk1 Cortina O.C.  
Membership Sec Craig Watton  
Email: mk1madness@hotmail.co.uk www.mk1cortina.com
Model ‘A’ Ford Club of GB  
Mike Cobell Tel: 01594 834321  
Email: mike.cobell@btinternet.com www.mafcgb.co.uk
Model ‘T’ Ford Register  
J. Armer, Tel: 01535 607978 Email: info@modeltregister.
co.uk www.modeltregister.co.uk
Mopar Muscle Association 
M.Hollingsworth . Tel: 01462 814051  
Email: mma@moparuk.com www.moparuk.com
Morgan Sports Car Club 
email: Gill Bevan, membership.mscc@gmail.com 
www.mscc.uk.com
Morgan Three-Wheeler Club 
Eric Bayley . Tel: 01637 872618 www.mtwc.co.uk
Morris Cowley & Oxford Club 
Derek Andrews Tel: 01225 766800
Morris J, JB & 101 Register  
Harvey Pitcher www.jtypevan.com
Morris Marina Enthusiasts Club  
K. Garrard, 45 Oak Drive, Acton Vale,  
Acton, London W3 7LD
Morris Marina Owners Club  
Chris Weedon Tel: 07967 480534 Email: secretary@
morrismarina.org.uk www.morrismarina.org.uk
Morris Marina Owners Club and Morris Ital Register  
Ben Clayton Tel: 07958 573943 www.morrismarina.org.
uk Email: secretary@morrismarina.org.uk 
Morris Minor Owners Club  
Liz Saxon. liz.saxon@mmoc.org.uk www.mmoc.org.uk
Morris Register  
Mark Smith, thesecretary@morrisregister.co.uk 
www.morrisregister.co.uk
MX5 Driver Club 
Darren May, Email: mx5driver@gmail.com 
www.mx5driver.com

 N
National Mini Owners’ Club  
C. Cheal Tel: 01543 257956 Email: nmoc@yahoo.com 
www.miniownersclub.co.uk
Ryedale & York MGOC  
Dave Bulmer York. Tel: 01904 702118 Email: dave_
june@mypostoffice.co.uk www.ryedaleyorkmgoc.co.uk
V8 Register - MG Car Club  
Ian Quarrington Tel: 07769 856101  
www.v8register.net
National Jumblers Federation  
Dave True Tel: 020 8393 3342  
Email: truedvd@aol.com
Nissan Turbo Owners Club  
Tel: 01942 601678 
North East Club for Pre-War Austins  
John Ashbridge Tel: 01946 67640 Email: membership@
necpwa.org.uk www.necpwa.org.uk
Notts mini club 
Tel: 07773 958725 Email: nottsaboutminis@yahoo.co.uk 
www.nottsaboutminis.co.uk
NSU Owners’ Club  
Mrs Rosie Canning Tel: 01883 744431 Email: nsuoc@
btinternet.com www.nsuoc.co.uk 
NSU Ro80 Club GB  
Eric Stronge Tel: 01204 852425

 O
Old Police Car Society 
Iain Campbell, 07944456918 
Olds cool veedubbers 
Lee Chapman Tel: 07915 346686  
Email: ocv@mail.com  
www.olds-cool-veedubbers.co.uk
Oldsmobile Register  
The Secretary www.outrightolds.com
Opel GT UK Owners’ Club  
Tel: 01733 246484 opelgtukownersclub.ning.com
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RELIANT SABRE &
SCIMITAR OWNERS’ CLUB

Details of the most popular and largest club “SLICE”
- our magazine, plus services and activities can be
found on our website at www.scimitarweb.com or
you can contact us for a membership pack from

P.O. Box 67,
Reading,
RG6 9HH

Tel: 01189 540725
E-mail: subscriptions@rssoc.co.uk
www.scimitarweb.com
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Welcome all models of Reliants, technical
and practical assistance available.

Tours, Rallies, Meets through the year
Contact Trevor or Ruth on

0191 584 3094

RELIANT
OWNERS
CLUB
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URGENT PROOF
Please check this proof carefully for errors in style, content and layout.
Although every care is exercised in preparing your advert, we cannot hold
ourselves responsible for any inaccuracies you may overlook.

SHOULD YOU REQUIRE ANY ALTERATIONS TO THIS PROOF PLEASE

TELEPHONE BEFORE _ _ _ _ _ _ _ AND QUOTE ADVERT NO. _ _ _ _ _ 

Telephone 01206                   Fax 01206 500180
We reserve the right to charge for any alteration to this proof which

is a departure from the original copy
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PLEASE NOTE: ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

THIS ARTWORK IS THE PROPERTY OF MAGAZINE.
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THE PUBLISHERS - 
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Opel Manta Owners’ Club  
Chris Collier Email: chris@mantacentral.co.uk  

www.mantaclub.org

 P
Club Peugeot UK  
Membership Secretary Tel: 07900 490906 Email: 
enquiries@clubpeugeotuk.org www.clubpeugeotuk.org
Peugeot Sport Club UK 
BM PSCUK, London, WC1N 3XX, Tel: 0845 644 3107 
Email: membership@pscuk.net www.pscuk.net 
The Independent Porsche Enthusiasts Club  
Sean Smallman, 0845 6020052  
cluboffice@tipec.net www.tipec.net
Panhard et Levassor Club GB 
Mrs. Denise Polley Tel: 01708 524425; e-mail: denise.
polley@yahoo.co.uk www.panhardclub.co.uk
Panther Car Club  
Geoff Coad, 22 Phoenix Drive, Keston, Kent. BR2 8HS 
Tel: 01689 852250 www.Panthercarclub.com  
Email: membership@panthercarclub.com
Paramount Equipe Etrange  
The Secretary Tel: 020 8 946 2367
Pegaso V8 Club Europe  
Bob Wallace Tel: 01983 381142
Pendle & District Rover Association  
Donald Reeve Tel: 01204 887307 www.pdra.org.uk
The Period Motorcaravan  
Guild John Hanson Tel: 01132 400308  
www.brmmbrmm.com/periodmcg
The Piper & Sports Racing Car Club 
27 Denbigh Drive, Shaw, Oldham, OL2 7EQ 
Tel No: 0161 298 4440 E mail: contact@
thepiperclub.org.uk www.thepiperclub.org.uk
Police Car UK (PC-UK)  
Membership Secretary  www.policecaruk.com
Police Vehicle Enthusiast’s Club  
Email: secretary@pvec.net www.pvec.net
Porsche Club GB  
Tel: 01608 652911 Email: cluboffice@porscheclubgb.
com www.porscheclubgb.com 
The Post-War Thoroughbred Car Club  
Terry Morland Email terry@morlands.me.uk
Pre-War Austin Seven Club  
Chris Garner, Tel: 01664 852172 
www.pwa7c.co.uk

 R
Club Alpine-Renault  
Peter Whitehouse Tel: 01902 895590  
www.clubalpinerenault.org.uk
Railton Owners’ Club  
John Gould Tel: 07811 171 917  
Email: secretary@railton.org railton.org
Range Rover Register  
Tel: 01908 667 901 
Email: membership.secretary@rrr.co.uk www.rrr.co.uk 
The Rapier Register  
Dewi Williams Tel: 01980 671076 Email: 
rapierregister@gmail.com www.lagondarapier.co.uk
Renault Classic Car Club  
Fred Parker  Email: 911euf@f2s.com  
www.renaultclassiccarclub.com
Reliant Fire Engine Owners Club  
The Membership Secretary. Common Road Moulton-
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technical advice - local meetings - spares
national rallies - colour magazine

worldwide membership
01202 529577

membership@rileymotorclub.org
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Seas-End, Spalding Lincolnshire PE12 6LF  
Email: littleberningfirebrigade@gmail.com
Renault Owners’ Club  
Tel: 01652 655781 Email: secretary@
renaultownersclub.com www.renaultownersclub.com

Riley Register  
Mrs Doreen Ager Tel: 01621 891094 rileyregister.com
Rochdale Owners’ Club  
Les Brown Tel: 01924 464509  
www.rochdale-owners-club.co.uk
Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club  
Membership Secretary Tel: 01327 811788  
www.rrec.org.uk
Rover Owners Club (Norfolk & Norwich)  
Tel: 01493 730146  www.norfolkandnorwichroveroc.org.uk
Rover 200 & 400 OC  
www.rover200.org.uk  email: info@rover200.org.uk
Rover P4 Drivers’  
Guild Bette Bourner Tel: 01908 562966  
Email: membership@roverp4dg.org.uk  
www.roverp4dg.org.uk
Rover P5 Owners’ Club  
Geoff Moorshead Tel: 01784 258166 
www.roverp5club.org.uk
The Rover P6 Club  
Brian Humphreys Email: info@p6club.com, 
www.p6club.com
P6 Rover Owners Club  
Deborah Stanley, Wood Nook Farm,  
2 Huddersfield Road Shelley, Huddersfield, HD88HJ  
Email: editor@p6roc.com www.p6roc.com  
Tel: 01484 607772
Rover Plus Club (South West)  
Chris Hitchins Tel: 01278 455893 roverplusclub.co.uk
Rover SD1 Club  
Dave Puzey  Tel: 08451 306230  
Email: enquiries@roversd1club.net www.roversdiclub.net
Rover Sports Register  
C. Evans www.thersr.co.uk
Royale Monza Owners Club  
Martin Yardley Tel: 01726 815749  
Email: membership@rmoci.org.uk www.rmoci.org.uk
Scottish Riley Enthusiasts  
Alastair Gunn 01652 806402 
Email: enquiries@sre.gb.com www.sre.gb.com
UK Rallies Club  
Tel: 07956 567808 www.ukrallies.com

 S
SAAB Enthusiasts’ Club  
Glenn Ellis Tel: 0115 937 4665  
www.saabenthusiasts.co.uk
SAAB Owners’ Club GB Ltd  
Tel: 0113 257 7180 Email: annes@mypec.co.uk  
www.saabclub.co.uk
SCARCE. 
Saddleworth Classic And Rare Car Enthusiasts 
www.scarce.org.uk 
Tony Littlewood 07802 960334
Scirocco Register 
www.sciroccoregister.co.uk
Scirocco World  
Heather Hicks Tel: 07788 941246 Email: sciroccoworld@
roccoland.plus.com  www.sciroccoworld.org.uk 
Scootacar Register 
Stephen Boyd Tel: 01263 733861 Email: scootacar@
btinternet.com www.scootacar.org.uk
Scottish Austin Seven Club  
John Rooney. Tel: 01357 300137  
www.scottishaustinsevenclub.co.uk
Scottish BMC Car Club  
James Willis Tel: 0131 334 553 Email: jimgwillis@gmail.
com www.scottishbmccarclub.co.uk
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Scottish Microcar Club 
Neil Keay Email: Neilkay@aol.com  
www.scottishmicrocarclub.co.uk
Scottish Western Thoroughbred Vehicle Club 
Liz Young Email: lizglasgow@gmail.com www.swtvc.org
Sebring Owners’ Club  
D. Soundy Email: sebringoc@gmail.com www.sebring.co.uk 
The Seven Fifty Motor Club  
Tel: 01332 814548, membership@750mc.co.uk, 
www.750mc.co.uk
Simca Club UK  
Daniel Husband, www.simcatalbotclub.org
Singer Car Owners Association  
Barry Paine Tel: 01603 810598 Mobile: 07966 
431968 Web: www.asco.org.uk 
Singer Owners’ Club  
Martyn Wray Tel: 01780 762740 Email: martyn@singeroc.
free-online.co.uk www.singerownersclub.co.uk
SIVA Register  
David Powell Tel: 01495 225663
The Skoda Club GB  
Neil Whitemore, 01582 503291  
theskodaclub.gb@ntlworld.com
Skoda Owners’ Club GB  
Mrs Jill Burbridge Tel: 01754 871594  
www.skoda-owners-club.org.uk
Slaithwaite Classic Car Club  
Email: slaithwaite.classiccarclub@gmail.com 
www.slaithwaiteclassiccarclub.co.uk
Solent Austin Seven Club 
Graham Smith Tel: 01329 834297  
www.solent-austin7-club.co.uk
South Eastern Vintage and Classic Vehicle Club 
www.sevcvc.com Paul Chander Tel: 01621 740718
South Wales Austin Seven Club  
John Williams.. Tel: 0165 678 6591  
Email: jonniejumble@tesco.net
Southend and District Classic Car Club  
Mrs M A Williams Tel: 01702 522908
Speedsters & Spyders Club  
Tel/fax: 01934 843007 www.speedsters.com
Split Screen Van Club  
James Grundey. Tel: 07990 974990 www.ssvc.org.uk
Sporting Bears Motor Club  
Andrew Lake Tel: 01234 218091 
www.sportingbears.org.uk 
Stag Owners’ Club  
The Secretary Tel: 07071 224245  
Email: soc@stag.org.uk www.stag.org.uk
Standard Motor Club  
Conan Lewis Tel: 01778 590027  
www.standardmotorclub.org.uk
Star, Starling, Stuart & Briton Register  
D. Evans Tel: 01384 374329
Studebaker Owners’ Club  
Rex Burr 01603 412551 studebakerownersclub.org.uk
Suffolk Vehicle Enthusiasts Club 
Elaine Whitmore  01473 729512 www.svec.org.uk
Sunbeam Alpine Owners’ Club  
membership@sunbeamalpine.info 
www.saoc.demon.co.uk
Sunbeam Lotus Owners Club  
Tel: 01933 384586 www.sunbeamlotus.com  
Email: membership@sunbeamlotus.com 
Sunbeam Rapier Owners Club 
Ruth & Jim McPhillips Tel: 01829 770762  
Email: membership-secretary@sunbeamrapier.co.uk 
www.sunbeamrapier.co.uk
Sunbeam Talbot Alpine Register  
Bill Hall Tel: 01457 854447  
Email: creeler@googlemail.com www.stardust.uk.com
Sunbeam Talbot Darracq Reg  
G. Brett PO14 2JS Tel: 01329 663809  
www.sunbeam.org.uk
Sunbeam Tiger Owners’ Club 
Brian Postle. Tel: 01207 508296 
www.sunbeamtiger.co.uk
Sunderland & District Classic Vehicle Society  
Ian Thurgood Membership Tel: 07708 777007 
www.sunderlandclassicvehicles.org.uk
Surrey Austin Owners Club  
Peter Youles  Tel: 020 83915426 Email: p.youles@
blueyonder.co.uk www.surreyaustinownersclub.co.uk 

Sussex Sports and Classic Car Club  
Gary Silver Tel : 07836 251000  
Email : gary@garysilver.com www.ssccc.co.uk

Suzuki Cappuccino Owners Register  
Tel: 01534 789817 Email: membership@score.org.uk 
www.suzuki-cappuccino.com

Suzuki sc100 Enthusiasts Club  
Tel: 01737 766263 www.suzuki-sc100.demon.co.uk

Swift Club  
Graham Birchmore Tel: 01234 303736  
www.theswiftclub.co.uk

 T
Thunderbirds of England 
www.thunderbirdsofengland.com 
Attn Peter Deal peter@dealie.eclipse.co.uk

A.T.C. Triumph Club  
Antonio Martena Tel: 0208 4435386

Club Torrevieja Clasicos Red  
www.clubtorrevieja.com 

Club Triumph  
Tel: 07788911742 0208 351 9544-  
Email: enquiries@club.triumph.org.uk  
www.club.triumph.org.uk

Pre 1940 Triumph Owners’ Club  
Jon Quiney 01737 247218 georgezaidmann@gmail.
com www.pre-1940triumphmotorclub.org

Tayside Classic Car Club  
Dave Black Email: dblack8824@yahoo.co.uk  
www.taysideclassiccarclub.co.uk
The Traditional Car Club of Doncaster  
Stuart Carey Tel: 01302 844936  
scareysam@talktalk.net www.traditionalcarclub.co.uk
Tornado Register  
Dave Malins Tel: 01582 495351 
www.astruc.s.easynet.co.uk/tornado_register
Toyota Enthusiasts’ Club  
Debbie Wade Tel: 01292 590 085  
www.toyotaenthusiasts.com
Toyota Sera UK Registry  
Andrew Cliffe Tel: 07798 651441 Email:andrew@
toyotasera.co.uk www.toyotasera.co.uk
TR Drivers Club  
Kevin Morton 01562 825000 www.trdrivers.com
TR Register  
Tel: 01235 818866 Email: office@tr-register.co.uk  
www.tr-register.co.uk
Trident Car Club  
David Rowlinson Tel: 020 8644 9029 Email: trident.
carclub@virgin.net www.tridentcarclub.fsnet.co.uk
Triking Owners Club 
R Shepherd Email: trikingowners@gmail.com 
WEB: http://forum.trikingsportscars.co.uk/
Triumph Dolomite Club  
Tel: 08700 111737 Fax: 0844 272 4930 Email: info@
triumphdolomiteclub.com www.triumphdolomiteclub.com
Triumph Mayflower Club  
John Oaker Tel: 01922 633042 
www.triumphmayflowerclub.com
Triumph Razoredge Owners Club  
Mr R A Hobbs Tel: 01249 821230 
Email: membershipadmin@trocltd.com www.trocltd.com

Triumph Roadster Club Limited  
Email: membership@triumphroadster.org.uk 
Website: www.triumphroadster.org.uk
Triumph Sporting Owners’ Club  
G Richard King, Email: GRK@Castlehome.Demon.co.uk 
www.triumphsportingowners.com
Triumph Sports Six Club  
Tel: 01858 434424 Fax: 01858 431936 
Email: info@tssc.org.uk www.tssc.org.uk
Triumph Stag Enthusiasts  
Andy Healey Tel: 07860 559702  
www.brmmbrmm.com/trstagenth
Triumph Stag Register  
Mike Wattam Tel: 01202 761051  
Email: info@tristagreg.org www.tristagreg.org
Trojan Owners Club  
Chris Tordoff Email: tordoffc@yahoo.com  
www.trojanownersclub.co.uk 
Turner Register  
Russ Filby. Tel: 01275 859466 turnersportscars.co.uk 
turnersportscars@sky.com
TVR Car Club 
Tel: 01952 822126 Email: office@tvrcc.com www.tvrcc.com

 U
UK Rallies Club Tel: 07956 567808
Ulster Pre-War Austin Club  
Mrs Ella McLoughlin Tel: 02892 638796  
Email: ella@upwac.co.uk www.upwac.co.uk
Uxbridge & District Classic Vehicle Society 
S Keen. Tel: 01895 465154  
Email: membership@udcvs.org.uk www.udcvs.org 

 V
Autobahnstormers 
Gordon Batsford 01442 382352  
secretary@autobahnstormers.org.uk 
www.autobahnstormers.org 
(Essex) Vee Dubbers VW Club  
Brian Walker Tel: 01708 520669 Email: evdvwclub@
hotmail.co.uk www.essexveedubbers.org.uk
(Historic) Volkswagen Club  
John Maxwell Tel: 01462 433813,  
Email: maxwell-john2@sky.com www.historicvws.org.uk
(Kentish) VW Klub  
Membership Secretary - Sarah Ryan  
Email: membership@kvwk.co.uk www.kvwk.co.uk
Club - V dub  
D.Parkinson.  Tel: 07919 620442 www.club-vdub.co.uk 
Droop Snoot Group  
Denise Lindsay T: 01494 525948 W: droopsnoot.co.uk
Friends of the Volvo 300  
George M Mitchell  Tel: 01786 824740
Merseyside VW Club  
Paul McGunigall Tel: 07941039696 - Dan Paton  
Tel: 07867998006 
The Mexican Brazilian Beetle Register (Est 1982 
Mr Howard Cheese Tel: 01584 872186  
www.mexibug.org.uk
Vanden Plas Owners’ Club  
Bryan Peebles E: bryanpeebles@aol.com w:.vpoc.info
Vauxhall Bedford Opel Association  
Ian Coomber Tel: 01234 782222  
Email: info@vboa.org.uk www.vboa.org.uk
Vauxhall Corsa OC.  
Mike Purcell Tel: 01273 302520
Vauxhall Cresta Club 
Victor Monan 01329 283817 07798 633002 Email: 
pinklady58@ntlworld.comvauxhallcrestaclub.co.uk

Vauxhall FD Register Club  
Steve King. Tel: 0191 46088006 Email: info@
vauxhallfdregister.co.uk www.vauxhallfdregister.co.uk 

Vauxhall Opel Drivers’ Club  
01842 821548, Fax: 08712 216380 07910 451723 
contact@vodc.co.uk www.vodc.co.uk

Vauxhall Owners’ Club  
Barry Harvey Tel: 01525 403997 barrymharvey@tiscali.
co.uk www.voc1903-57.co.uk

Vauxhall Royale Monza Owners Club  
Martin Yardley Tel: 01726 815749  
Email: membership@rmoci.org.uk www.rmoci.org.uk

Vauxhall Royale Monza Owners Club International  
David Jackson Tel: 01654 767858 
Email kenmonza@aol.com

Vauxhall Victor Owners’ Club  
Gordon Barker Email: membership@vauxhallvictorclub.
co.uk www.vauxhallvictorclub.co.uk

Vauxhall Viva Owners’ Club  
Tel: 07504 827 694 Email: chairman@vauxhallviva.com 
www.vauxhallviva.com 

Vauxhall VX4/90 Drivers’ Club  
Alf Miliken Email:membership@vx490driversclub.co.uk 
www.vx490driversclub.co.uk

Vincent-HRD V8 Trefoils Automobiles 
France Tel: 033 77429 6583-114

Vintage Austin Register  
Alan Martin Tel: 01582 412566 Email: alanlornaaustins@
btopenworld.com www.vintage-austin.co.uk

Vintage Drivers Club 
Australia 03 9874 7857 www.vintagedriversclub.com.au

Vintage Sports Car Club  
James Taylor 01608 644777 info@vscc.co.uk www.vscc.co.uk

Viva Drivers Club  
Rob Knights Tel: 01206 870097 or 07736855157. 
Email: vivagls@ntlworld.com www.vivadriversclub.com

VOCS 4/90  
T.A. Burns Email: terence.burns1@btopenworld.com

Volkswagen Owners’ Club GB  
www.vwocgb.com

Volvo Enthusiasts’ Club  
www.volvoenthusiastsclub.co.uk

Volvo Owners’ Club  
Tel: 01954 313103 Email: membership@volvoclub.org.uk 
www.volvoclub.org.uk

VW Mk1 Golf Owners Club 
Contact: info@vwgolfmk1.org.uk 
Or memberships@vwgolfmk1.org.uk

VW Type 3 & 4 Club  
J. Bourne Tel: 01273 400463 www.vwtype3and4club.org.uk

 W
(WVPS) Weymouth Vehicle  
Preservation Society Len Melling Tel: 01258 880863

Wartburg Trabant IFA Club  
David JonesTel: 01202 383953  
Email:memb@ifaclub.co.uk www.ifaclub.co.uk

Watford & District Classic Vehicle Club  
0208 421 9920/07740 401445 
www.watfordclassics.co.uk

Wessex model and toy collectors  
Steven Clements Tel: 01360 725322  
Contact: Steven Clements Email: wmtc25@aol.com 

Wetherby Classic Car Club  
Peter and Joan Woodhall, Tel: 01937 520630  
www.wetherbyclassiccarclub.org.uk

Wildcat Owners Club  
Email: info@jprwildcat.co.uk  
www.btinternet.com/~wildcat.owners/sale.html

Wolseley Register  
membership@thewolseleyregister.com.

Wolsley 680 & Morris Oxford Club  
Bob Pountney Tel: 01934 838095  
Email: wolseleygas@aol.com www.680mo.org.uk

Woodie Car Club  
Charlie Woodall  
Email: woodguru@hotmail.co.uk www.woodiecarclub.com

 Y
Yeovil Car Club 
For the car enthusiast; old, classic, modern, new, if you 
enjoy your cars then join us. Ken Hunt, Yeovil,  
Tel: 01935 593581 www.yeovilcarclub.com

York Historic Vehicle group 
Gary Cammiss  Tel: 07802 531542  
Email: gary.2.cammiss@gsk.com www.yhvg.org

Yorkshire Dales Classic Car Club 
Dave Simpson Tel: 01609 775557  
Email: djkates@tiscali.co.uk www.ydccc.co.uk

Young Classic Cars Club 
Mike Christie Tel: 0208 881 0971 07833 772051 

 Z
Z Club  
Rob Gaskin Tel: 01455 213284  
Email: rob.gaskin@tiscali.co.uk zclub.net

Triumph 2000/2500/2.5
Register
Membership details from:

Maggie Roberts

Tel: 0118 971 4679

email: membership@triumph2000register.co.uk

www.triumph2000register.co.uk
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Please check this proof carefully for errors in style, content and layout.
Although every care is exercised in preparing your advert, we cannot hold
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We reserve the right to charge for any alteration to this proof which
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s

I SAW AN OLD BMC 
SALOON WITH ROLLS 
GRILLE, WHAT IS IT?
From what you describe, that’s the 
poor man’s Rolls-Royce, the Vanden 
Plas Princess and there was a fairly 
solid connection between the two 
brands after the Princess, initially 
fitted with a six-cylinder engine (that 
was also shared with the Austin-
Healey) was fitted with an Rolls-
Royce engine (albeit not the Silver 
Cloud one) to become the 4-Litre R 
which was produced until 1968.

IS IT A  HYBRID?
Sort of. Back in 1964, the British 
Motor Corporation would have liked 
prospective owners to believe that 
the Vanden Plas Princess 4-Litre R 
was a miniature Rolls-Royce, in size, 
stature and price, which was not 
quite the case. In essence, this 
luxury saloon is a combination of a 
modified Austin A110 Westminster 
body (hardly spartan itself) fitted 
with a cultured Crewe engine and a 
classy cabin trimmed by in-house 
coachbuilder Vanden Plas of 
Kingsbury. Values have been 
increasing in recent years as its 
combination of Pininfarina's most 
attractive styling for BMC with a 
decadently luxurious interior has 
come to be appreciated for its very 
real virtues, as opposed to 1960’s 
social pretentions.

PRESTIGE FOR PAUPERS
A Rolls for commoners that’s fit for a king – and for pennies!

WHAT’S THE CAR’S 
BACKGROUND?
Vanden Plas, often known as VDP, 
were acquired by Austin in 1946 
and 11 years later Leonard Lord, 
the president of the BMC, ordered 
a specially trimmed version of the 
A105 Westminster, the outfit’s main 
Zodiac/Cresta rival. He was so 
impressed by the end result that he 
ordered the ‘A105 Vanden Plas’ into 
small-scale production and in 1959 
this was replaced by the Princess 
3-Litre. This was the flagship of the 
new ‘Big Farina’ line-up, ranking 
above the Austin A99 Westminster 
and the police inspectors’ favourite, 
the Wolseley 6/99.

The early models were sold as a 
‘Princess 3-Litre’ but from 1960 they 

were formally known as a ‘Vanden 
Plas Princess 3-Litre’. By 1962 the 
British Motor Corporation and Rolls-
Royce had been staging talks about 
future co-operation on engineering 
matters and eventually, Crewe’s 
six-cylinder FB60 plant was offered 
for use by BMC. The Princess 3-Litre 
was succeeded by the new Vanden 
Plas Princess 4-Litre R in late 1964 
and a considerable amount of work 
was undertaken to differentiate the 
new car from its predecessor. There 
were no longer any tail fins, a more 
upright rear windshield which 
complemented a new roof line and a 
new cross member to accommodate 
the weight of the alloy 175bhp 
3909cc engine. The fact that the R 
débuted at the same time as the 

Austin 1800 gives quite an insight 
into the sheer diversity of BMC’s 
line-up at that time.

WAS IT WORTH THE 
ADDITIONAL £SD?
The 4-Litre R cost £1994 6s 3d 
when it was new; more than £500 
more than its predecessor. To justify 
this increase, the 3-Litre’s already 
high level of equipment was made 
even more lavish with a separate 
heater for the rear passengers, 
power assisted steering and three-
speed Borg Warner Model 8 
automatic transmission (there was 
no manual box option) as standard. 
   Extra sound deadening cocooned 
the occupants from the rigours of 
1960’s Britain and, of course, there 
was the new engine. The bodies 
were sent from the Cowley plant to 
north-west London for extensive 
retrimming while the ‘R’ stood for 
either ‘Rolls’ or ‘Royal’, according to 
which dealer you listened to. The 
fact that the VDP’s price was a 
shade under £2000 was crucial for 
UK sales as from 1961 tax relief on 
company cars had been restricted 
to those costing under this sum.

An early road test by Autocar 
concluded that “Even if the origin of 
the engine were not disclosed, the 
refinement of the car justifies its 
conclusion in the price £2000 
category” and it could be that the 
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branding did not help its chances. 
BMC had high hopes for the 
Princess 4-Litre R in the Stateside 
marketplace but these did not 
materialise and production ceased in 
early 1968, after just 6555 cars 
were built; there were also strong 
rumours of the Princess being 
stockpiled. In retrospect, losing the 
‘R’ suffix, using Austin rather than 
Vanden Plas badging and reducing 
the price by £100 might have 
tempted more executive motorists 
towards a very agreeable motor car.

WHAT ARE THESE 
CARS LIKE TO DRIVE?
The Vanden Plas was designed well 
before the OPEC 70’s fuel crisis 
and this is reflected in a thirst for 
petrol in the 13mpg to 17mpg 
range! As with all the ‘Big Farina’ 
range, the 4-Litre R has zero claims 
to being a sports saloon, despite a 
none too shabby 175bhp on tap 
and some drivers may find the 
Hyrdrosteer assistance makes the 
steering over light. However, its top 
speed of nearly 110mph is very 
respectable, the R soon became a 
very adept motorway cruiser. 
Furthermore, the workmanship on 
the cabin is exquisite, from the wool 
headlining to the folding tables for 
the back-seat passengers. 

BMC offered only one version of 
the 4-Litre R although a sliding glass 
division was a listed extra and a 
shooting brake was built for HM The 
Queen, no less. A bench front seat 
and ‘Normalair’ air conditioning was 
available although these were rarely 
found on the Princess. A heated rear 
window and Selectaride adjustable 
rear dampers were more commonly 
specified options though.

HOW ABOUT THE 
EARLIER ONE?
It lacks the smoothness of the Rolls 
engine, naturally, and with a more 
than 60bhp deficit is a lot slower 
(0-60mph 17.9sec against the 
Cooper S matching 12.7sec) but is 
an equally fine cruiser and boasts 
similar levels of luxury. There were 
almost double the number produced 
and so you’ll find one easier. Autos 
were optional so there’s also a four-
speed manual with overdrive on this 

one and lifeless power steering 
wasn’t available until 1962. And 
yes, you can easily update the 
engine to Big Healey spec to make 
a bit of a goer and handler, too…

GIVE ME SOME REAL 
WORLD PRICES
Austin’s VP provide a champagne 
lifestyle on beer money, it really does. 
Prefect Princess can be had below 
ten grand with good ones, say, 
£5000. If you fancy a challenge, 
projects can be had from around 
£1000 or even less, although given 
parts rarity etc, you’ll never make a 
king’s ransom on one. Buy the best 
you can is our advice. In general, the 
R commands only a grand or so 
above the 3-Litre although it’s better 
to own one of these, fit for a king, 
than a ratty R.

WHAT’S THE CATCH?
In common with so many of its 
contemporaries, the Princess should 
be carefully inspected for corrosion, 
especially around the inner wings, 
front cross member, around the rear 
outriggers, door bottoms and the 
wheel arches. It is not unknown for 
the VDP’s steering box to suffer 
from excessive play while the 
suspension bushes are prone to 

collapsing and the shock absorbers 
are not renowned for their longevity.

An engine that’s been neglected 
may suffer from ‘little end’ wear, worn 
valve gear and piston slap; constant 
knocking sounds are not good news. 
A further problem is overheating and 
may be a symptom of the alloy unit 
suffering from internal corrosion but 
parts supply isn’t bad; the earlier 
‘Austin’ engine is well served by 
Healey specialists, naturally.

With regard to the cabin, 
restoring a tired hide and timber to 
its former glory will not be an 
inexpensive process. Excellent 
spares support and general advice 
are provided by two owners’ clubs 
www.co-oc.org/ and www.vpoc.info/.

IS IT A CLASSIC?
Listen, everyone has their own idea 
of what constitutes a classic but 
many enthusiasts and experts do 
indeed see the 4-Litre R as a very 
collectable vehicle for the future. 
When they were new, the Vanden 
Plas suffered from an ill-defined 
image and the attentions of banger 
racers during the 1970s and 1980s 
did not assist their survival rate. 
Today, they are widely respected as 
a handsome well-appointed big 
saloon with a sense of quiet dignity.
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