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The main stories…

It wasn’t all bad

The most shocking thing about Sunday’s referendum, said The
Daily Telegraph, was the sheer scale of the “Oxi”, or “No”,

vote. Many had assumed that a week of closed
banks and cash machine queues would have
“intimidated” the Greeks into “falling into
line”. Instead, it had the opposite effect. The
vote was as much a plea for sympathy as an
expression of defiance, said The Guardian.
Voters wanted to show just how “fed up, angry
and hopeless” they are. Eurozone leaders
should ponder how sustainable it is for Europe
to be “pitted against ‘the people’” in this way.

Eurozone policymakers have mishandled this
crisis, said The Times, but they didn’t cause it.
The real culprit is Greece’s profligate spending
and the failure of Syriza to introduce
responsible reforms. Tsipras assumed that the
spectre of wider economic instability would

scare creditors into offering Greece favourable terms, but the
bad news for him is that the “markets largely shrugged off the
referendum result”. The bigger risk at this point, said The Wall
Street Journal, is not “financial contagion” but “political
contagion”. Parties of the Left across Europe are looking to
Syriza as a potential model. Germany and Greece’s other
creditors can’t be seen to capitulate to Syriza’s brinkmanship.

The European Union faced the worst political
crisis in its history this week after Greece voted
decisively against accepting the terms of a
eurozone bailout deal. Sunday’s referendum saw
61.3% of voters reject the austerity measures.
The Syriza-led government in Athens hailed the
surprise result as a victory for democracy over
economic “terrorism”. But with Greek banks
running perilously low on cash, Prime Minister
Alexis Tsipras hastened to show that he was still
prepared to reach a compromise with creditors,
replacing his outspoken finance minister, Yanis
Varoufakis, with a more emollient candidate.

EU leaders had insisted last week that a “No”
vote would spell Greece’s certain ejection from
the euro. But after conferring on Monday, the
leaders of Germany and France said the door was still open to
a deal – although Chancellor Angela Merkel, under growing
domestic pressure to cut Greece loose, played down the
chances of success. At an emergency summit the next day,
eurozone leaders gave Greece an ultimatum to come up with a
final set of reform proposals by the end of the week. All 28 EU
leaders are set to meet on Sunday to decide the country’s fate.

What happened What the editorials said

A “No” voter in Athens

Greece says “No”

The “half-century of indecision” over where to site new
airport capacity in the Southeast amounts to “one of the

longest episodes of political cowardice in our
history”, said the Daily Mail. At last, after an
“exhaustive” £20m inquiry we now have a
clear conclusion. So “for pity’s sake” let’s have
a final ruling from the Government soon:
there’s no need to wait another six months
while ministers ponder the report. Without
urgent action, Britain will fall even further
behind its competitors as a global trading hub,
said The Economist. Dubai has more than
trebled its terminal capacity since 2005, while

China has opened 80 new airports in the last three years.

But should we really expand our airports at all, asked The
Guardian. Extra capacity will lead to lower fares and more
people choosing to fly, rather than holidaying closer to home.
The inevitable result: higher carbon emissions. In any case, the
whole future of business travel – vital to Heathrow – is open
to doubt since executives increasingly choose to hold meetings
online. “Real blue-sky thinking” is required – “and of that
there is no sign”.

David Cameron promised to make a
decision on airport expansion by the end of
the year, following the publication of an
independent report which backed the
building of a third runway at Heathrow;
this would considerably increase the
airport’s capacity – by nearly 700 flights per
day. The Government-appointed panel,
chaired by Sir Howard Davies, said that its
decision in favour of Heathrow had been
“clear and unanimous”, because of the huge
economic benefits it would bring. But Davies set a list of
conditions for expansion, including a ban on night flights,
and legally binding noise limits; and said that Gatwick
remained a “credible” alternative.

Though welcomed by business leaders, the report caused
cosiderable consternation among senior Tories, including
Zac Goldsmith, a possible candidate for mayor of London,
and the present mayor, Boris Johnson, who claimed the
report’s recommendations would prove “undeliverable”.

What happened What the editorials said

640,000 people will be affected

Expanding Heathrow

One of the world’s richest
men has pledged to give his
entire £21bn fortune to good
causes in the next few years.
Prince Alwaleed bin Talal –
the 60-year-old nephew of
the late King Abdullah of
Saudi Arabia – announced
last week that the money
would be used to improve
healthcare, empower
women, boost intercultural
understanding and fight
disease. Philanthropy, he
explained, is an “intrinsic part
of my Islamic faith”.

Five hikers – all either blind or
partially sighted – have crossed
the Vosges mountain range in
France, using an app that could
help millions of people with
vision problems. The group
walked the 49-mile trail in six
days with no guides, relying
instead on detailed instructions
issued by the GPS-linked
system. “You really have to
concentrate,” said Jean-Claude
Heim, 63, who has been blind
since birth. But that, he said,
hadn’t stopped him enjoying
the walk – “the smells, the
sensation of touch, the rain,
the sound of the birds”.

A labrador who “stole” a
kayak and floated out to sea
was safely back on dry land
last week, having been
rescued by her teenage
owners. The dog, Rosy,
clambered into the kayak,
which Michael and Sean
Osborne had left by the shore
of Loch Broom, near Ullapool,
while they went for a swim.
When they saw her floating
in the shallows, they
assumed she’d jump out –
but she stayed put, and
drifted out towards the Atlantic. As Rosy’s expression grew ever
more anxious, the boys found a dinghy, caught up with the dog,
and persuaded her to jump from kayak to boat.
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…and how they were covered
What next?

“You have to admire the Greeks,” said Philip Johnston in The Daily Telegraph. Their history is
replete with tales of heroic resistance: against the Persians at Thermopylae, the Romans at
Corinth, the Germans in Crete. “Unfortunately, in most of these instances they have eventually
been overwhelmed.” And the same is likely to happen today. The EU hasn’t allowed previous
referendum rejections (by the Danes, Irish, Dutch and French) to derail its plans. Indeed, this
crisismay be “themoment the EU takes a decisive step in the direction of political union”.

On the contrary, said Steve Richards in The Independent, I believe the single currency is now
“challenged beyond recovery”. The impracticality of yoking together wildly different economies
has long been masked with “determined ambiguity”, but reality is intruding. As jubilant crowds
in central Athens on Sunday night chanted “no, no, no”, and Tsipras declared “democracy
cannot be blackmailed”, it felt like a “pivotal moment”. The idealised vision of
“Europe” has “lost its hold on our collective imagination”, said Fintan O’Toole in
TheObserver.Once it stood for peace and solidarity. But today, with German
MPs “canvassing the idea of regime change in Athens”, and EU leaders squabbling
overmigrants, that vision is dead.Howmany people in Frankfurt orHelsinki
really sees “the pensioner rummaging in a bin in Thessaloniki as a fellow citizen”?

The tragedy, said Gideon Rachman in the FT, is that both Greece and its creditors
havemisread their own interests. The Greeks still want the euro, despite “evidence
that it has been a disaster for their economy”. And EU leaders still want to be
“tough” on Athens, even though this onlymakesmatters worse. Both sides should
treat this crisis as an “opportunity to rethink themalfunctioning euro project”.
They should work together tomake it “as painless as possible for Greece to leave
the euro – both to lessen the suffering of ordinary Greek people and to establish a
model that other countriesmight be able to follow in the future”.

What the commentators said
AngelaMerkel’s reputation
has taken a knock at home,
says The Times. Germany has
committed s56bn towards
the Greek bailouts, and its
taxpayers face a big loss in
the event of either a debt
write-down or a Grexit.
Newspaper DieWelt said
her strategy had been driven
by a desire for short-term

popularity,
ignoring long-term
risk. Der Spiegel
said she should
have organised an
orderly Grexit
several years ago.

Events in Greece
will be watched
carefully by Spain,
where the Syriza-
like Podemos party
is doing well in
polls (see page 16).

What next?
Living in west London, I am all too familiar with the “low rumble” of giant airliners heading
forHeathrow, said Alex Brummer in the DailyMail. But I have come to accept thatmy
discomfort is the necessary price of a healthy aviation industry, vital to the nation’s prosperity.
Expanding Heathrow – now operating at full capacity – will mean more than 70,000 new jobs
and a £147bn boost to the economy by 2050. Failure to act will simply encouragemore
overseas carriers to opt for one of London’s continental rivals: Frankfurt already has four
runways; Amsterdam Schiphol has six. To reject the committee’s recommendations would be to
“betray the next generation”. Trouble is, the PM has “painted himself into a corner”, said
Philip Collins in The Times. Accepting the Davies report wouldmean going back on his “no ifs,
no buts” pledge, in 2009, to reject any expansion ofHeathrow.What once seemed a smart way
to woo voters in west and south London, now looks like a strategic blunder.

Alas, the decades-old debate is still far from over, said Chris Blackhurst in The Independent. In
a “prime example” of a British “fudge”, the Davies commission endorses Gatwick as a
“credible” option. And no doubt that will be seized on by all those atWestminster opposed to
Heathrow. That’s just as well, said LiamHalligan in The Daily Telegraph. Davies hasmade
“precisely the wrong recommendation”. Itmakes no sense to spend £17bn building a runway
“smack in themiddle of a suburban landscape”. Quite apart from the noise – some 640,000
people will be affected – adding another 250,000 flights a year to the present 470,000 would
make “a nonsense” of our anti-pollution laws. The good news is that it won’t happen. The
opposition of at least fourmembers of the Cabinet with constituencies nearHeathrow, as well
as Boris Johnson, shouldmake sure that the scheme is thrown out. “Themachinations of party
politics often produce ludicrous outcomes that damage the UK.Not in this case.”

What the commentators said
If the Government opts for
Heathrow, years of legal
challenges will lie ahead,
and the new runway is
unlikely to be operational
before 2025.Objections
will probably centre on the
environmental implications:
air pollution around
Heathrow already far
exceeds legal limits.

Constructing the new
runway would entail
demolishing some 800
homes. In compensation,
their owners should be paid
125% of their properties’
“market value”, the Davies
report advised. It also
suggestedHeathrow spend
£700m on local noise
insulation schemes.

I can seewhy Muslims hate theway Isis dubs itself Islamic State, just
as socialists dislike theway Nazis call themselves National Socialists.
Still, there it is: once a group – however malevolent – has established

its brand name in the public sphere, to insist on renaming it looks imperious and insults the public’s
intelligence. But if the BBC was right to resist demands by MPs to call Islamic State by some other
name (see p. 23), its reason for doing sowas far more addlepated than the demand itself.We need
to preserve the BBC’s impartiality, said BBC boss Lord Hall of Birkenhead: Daesh (theMPs’ preferred
term)was “pejorative”, he said, and risked giving “the impression of support” for opponents of Isis.
Not that hewas being unfaithful to the BBC guidelines (“Wemust be inclusive”, etc) on impartiality.

They read as if they’ve been drawn up by the Head of Values or the Head of Inclusivity, the fictional
managers lampooned inW1A, the brilliant TV satire on BBC bureaucracy. For such people, avoiding
offence is the sole value thatmatters. Yet the BBC is a fine institution precisely because its impartiality
represents (or should) a higher value than that of maximising popularity (or sales). To be impartial is
not to be morally indifferent. An impartial judge does not assume the guilt of the accused, but if the
facts show him to be a killer shewill condemn him. Nor is she indifferent to distinctions between
hearsay and evidence; fascism and democracy; the friends of Isis and its foes. A BBC that fails to
distinguish between impartiality and “wimpartiality” isn’t worth defending.
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Controversy of the week

Bombing Isis
In the wake of the massacre of 30 British tourists in Tunisia,
David Cameron “talked tough”, said James Rubin in The
Sunday Times.He described Islamic State (Isis) and its affiliates
across the world as an “existential threat”, and promised a
“full-spectrum response”. At present, though, Britain offers
nothing like the full spectrum: as Defence SecretaryMichael
Fallon pointed out last week, it is absurd that British pilots are
authorised to attack Isis in Iraq but not in Syria – even though
Isis controls territory on both sides of the border. The current
prohibition on air strikes in Syria dates back to the Commons
vote in 2013, when Labour and rebel ToryMPs rejected a
proposal to intervene militarily against President Bashar
al-Assad’s regime. But owing to the rise of Isis, the situation
in Syria is now radically different. A new plan of action is
needed, and “permitting British pilots to strike Isis in Syria is a
good place to start”. Our military response to the terrorists has been “feeble”, agreed The Sun. We
should be “making life hell” for them. Let’s start by “obliterating them in their bases” in Syria.

“Here we go again,” saidMary Dejevsky in The Independent. There has been an atrocity. The
Government thinks it must “be seen to be doing something”. So it proposes to “inflict some
punishment from the safe distance of 30,000ft”. But such air strikes always carry dangers – to the
RAF, to civilians, and to Britain’s reputation amongMuslims. They also bring unintended
consequences, as the UK-French attack on Gaddafi’s Libya proved. Back in 2013,MPs “drew a line
under a divisive and destructive ten years of British intervention”. The case for staying out still holds.
Besides, there is no reason to think British planes would make much difference, said The Guardian.
“The US, Canada, Jordan, Bahrain and Saudi Arabia are all already bombing Isis in Syria without
significant effect.” Britain accounts for only 5% of coalition attacks on Isis; whether we direct these
against Iraq or Syria is fairly immaterial. In any case, we could only legally intervene if invited by
Syria’s government, “and there is every moral and political reason to shun such an invitation”.

If the UK really had the will to take on Isis, there is much it could do, said Con Coughlin in The
Daily Telegraph. It could “deploy special forces” to support its enemies and call in airstrikes. It could
ensure that “effective allies” such as the Kurdish Peshmerga are properly equipped; to date, we have
supplied only 40 heavy machine guns to the Kurds. But ultimately, the coalition can’t win this war
without choosing between two evils, said Patrick Cockburn in The Independent on Sunday. It is, in
truth, impossible to attack Isis without helping the Syrian army. And if Assad’s forces crumble any
further, we will end up supporting them to stop Isis seizing the whole of Syria. We might as well do
so now – and “gain real leverage” over Damascus, while there is still a functioning government there.

Spirit of the age
Good week for:
The ties that bind, after an Australian financier saw a
newspaper picture of a Greek pensioner collapsing in tears outside
a bank in Thessaloniki; identified the man as an old school friend
of his late father’s; tracked him down via social media – and
offered to pay his pension himself. “I will never allow a fellow
Greek, a proud hard-working man, to starve,” said James Koufos.
Social historians, with news that the British Film Institute is
digitising thousands of hours of archive footage of British life, and
posting it online. The Britain on Film project includes newsreel
and amateur film; one of the oldest clips shows an Edwardian
family enjoying a seaside holiday at Bognor Regis in 1902.
Roman Abramovich, who discovered the pleasures of a
staycation. The UK-based billionaire has holiday homes all over
the world, but last week, he opted to take his 536ft mega-yacht
on a cruise up the west coast of Scotland. The 48-year-old was
photographed – surrounded by grim-faced aides and bodyguards
– cycling on the Isle of Bute, and walking his dog on Arran.
The Forth Bridge, the longest single cantilever bridge in the
world when it opened in 1890, which became Scotland’s sixth
UnescoWorldHeritage Site.

Bad week for:
The BBC, which was forced to revamp its new Wimbledon
highlights show,Wimbledon 2day, in response to complaints
about its chatty, informal style and lack of serious analysis of the
tennis. The show, presented by Clare Balding, was filmed in a
hospitality area, with a live audience milling around.

Osborne’s Budget
Delivering the first fully Tory
Budget for almost 20 years
on Wednesday, Chancellor
George Osborne declared
that as the economy
continued to grow, the deficit
would continue to be
reduced – but only at the
same rate as in the last
Parliament. This should
secure a budget surplus by
2019-2020, a year later than
he’d previously anticipated.
In terms of public spending,
the Government’s “main
priority” remained the NHS;
it will receive £10bn in extra
funding over the next five
years, as promised. He also
pledged to meet the Nato
commitment to spend 2% of
GDP on defence every year.

Rates of income tax will
remain unchanged, but the
thresholds have been raised.
The personal allowance will
go up to £11,000 next year;
the 40% rate will kick in at
£43,000. In a surprise move,
Osborne also unveiled a new
compulsory living wage for
people aged 25 and over, of
£7.20 an hour, from April,

rising to £9 by 2020. Public
sector pay will go up 1% this
year. However, working age
benefits will be frozen for
four years; the income
threshold for tax credits will
be reduced; and tax credits
will only apply to the first
two children.

Osborne announced new
limits to the amount buy-to-
let investors can claim in
mortgage tax relief. He also
confirmed plans to cut
inheritance tax (see page 22);
to give local authorities the
right to decide Sunday
shopping hours; and to get
the BBC to take over the
£650m cost of giving free TV
licences to over-75s. In
return, the BBCwill be
allowed to increase the
licence fee, and the
Government will close the
loophole that permits people
who haven’t got licences to
watch BBC catch-up services.

A local council has spent at
least £4,000 fighting a legal
battle over a piece of
orange peel. Luke
Gutteridge, 29, from
Hertfordshire, had just put
most of his orange peel into
a bin when a council worker
noted that a piece of it had
fallen onto the pavement.
Gutteridge picked it up and
threw it away – but still got
hit with a £75 fine. He
refused to pay and ended
up being taken to court
where, nine months later,
magistrates accepted his
defence that littering is only
an offence if it’s intentional.

The latest must-have
mineral water is coming to
British shops. Claimed to
be the purest H20 on the
planet, Aquaçai is a
“natural artesian water”
sourced from aquifers
hundreds of feet below the
Panamanian rainforest.

A US air strike on Kobane in Syria
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The Hague, Netherlands
Anti-police riots: There were violent scenes
in The Hague last week when hundreds of
people took to the streets to protest against
the death of a Caribbean tourist in police
custody.MitchHenriquez, a 42-year-old
businessman and father of three, from the
island of Aruba, died of asphyxiation
hours after being held in a chokehold and
pinned down by five officers as he left a
UB40 concert. Early reports that he had
been carrying a gun proved unfounded.
Demonstrators gathered outside a police
station onMonday, the first of four nights
of protests in the poor and mainly
immigrant Schilderswijk district. Police
were pelted with stones and fireworks, and
doused in petrol. Local residents then
defied a hastily imposed ban on public
assembly in the area, leading to hundreds
of arrests. The government of Aruba,
which forms part of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands, has called for a full
investigation intoHenriquez’s death.

Kiev
New police force: The first 2,000 recruits
of a new, reformed Ukrainian police force
passed out in the capital Kiev last weekend
at a ceremony attended by President Petro
Poroshenko. The young “Politsiya”
officers – who have been trained by
US and Canadian police, and given less
militaristic uniforms than their “Militsiya”
predecessors – pledged to forsake the
bribes that are an everyday feature of
Ukrainian life. Poroshenko came to power
after the pro-Moscow president Viktor
Yanukovych was ousted by the “Maidan”
protests against corruption and in favour
of closer ties withWestern Europe. But a
poll released last month found almost
81% of Ukrainians thought the fight
against corruption was not working.

Calais, France
Strike chaos: Lorry drivers and other
travellers endured further chaos around
Calais and Dover last week, as striking
ferry workers blockaded the French port
for the second time in a fortnight. The
workers – who are protesting over
expected job cuts atMyFerryLink
(formerly known as SeaFrance) – also
blocked the entrance to the Channel
Tunnel, by setting fire to tyres on the
railway. As before, the situation was
exacerbated by some of the 3,000migrants
currently living in makeshift camps around
Calais trying to board lorries bound for
the UK. The RoadHaulage Association
(RHA) said the fortnight’s events had cost
the British economy £1bn; it warned that
valuable trade was not getting through,
and called on the French army to
intervene.Holidaymakers have been
warned to expect a summer of disruption.

Paris
Le Pen reinstated:
A French court last
week inflicted fresh
embarrassment on
Marine Le Pen,
leader of the
far-rightNational
Front (FN), by
ordering her to
reinstate her
estranged father as a member of the party,
and its honorary chairman. Judges ruled
that the FN had breached its own statutes
when it suspended Jean-Marie Le Pen
(pictured) – the party’s founder – inMay
for making pro-Nazi remarks.Marine Le
Pen is trying to shed the party’s toxic racist
heritage, and the feud is testing her
leadership.Her father’s latest victorymight
be short-lived, however: partymembers
are voting this week on a proposal to
abolish the post of honorary chairman.

Inzago, Italy
“Lady Jihad”: It is a story that has
transfixed Italy, and the case of Maria
Giulia Sergio – the 27-year-old Roman
Catholic who converted to Islam and went
to join Isis in Syria – took another bizarre
turn last week when police arrested her
parents and sister as they, too, prepared to
leave for the Middle East. It seems Sergio
(known as Lady Jihad in the Italian press)
had contacted her family on Skype, and
urged them to join her.Her sister
Marianna, 31, was reportedly keen to
convert, but their mother, Assunta, 60,
only agreed to leave their home, in Inzago,
Milan, if Isis got her a new washing
machine, according to reports. Sergio
converted to Islam when shemarried a
local pizza chef of Moroccan origin;
she then rejected his moderate views, and
married an extremist Albanian. This week,
she gave an interview in which she
celebrated Isis killings of “non-believers”.

Vienna
Iran nuclear talks extended:Negotiations
in Vienna to reach an Iran nuclear deal
were extended by a further 72 hours on
Tuesday, after the seven powers involved
– the US, Britain, France, Germany, China,
Russia and Iran – failed to reach
agreement before Tuesday’s deadline.
A senior US official said that “substantial
progress” had been made, but there
remained disagreement on several points,
including Iran’s demand that the UN arms
embargo against it be lifted; and over the
stringency of limits on Iranian nuclear
research, to prevent it from developing
weapons in the future. The delaymade it
unlikely that the US administration would
achieve its aim of submitting any deal to
Congress by Thursday. That would have
meant the House had only 30 days to
consider the deal; the delay will mean it
has 60 days – far more time for
Republicans to mobilise in opposition.

Catch up with daily news at www.theweek.co.uk

Lüneburg,
Germany
Gröning “guilt”:
As his trial entered
its final stages last
week, the so-called
“Bookkeeper of
Auschwitz”,
Oskar Gröning,
94, issued a
statement
admitting his guilt
for his part in the Nazi genocide. The
former SS sergeant (above) denied killing
anyone at Auschwitz; however, he told the
court in Lüneburg that he had known what
was going on there, and that his “small”
role at the death camp – which involved
counting themoney taken from inmates on
their arrival – had made him “complicit in
the Holocaust”.He added: “I can only ask
my God for forgiveness.” German
prosecutors are seeking a three-and-
a-half year jail term.
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Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Cosby drugging case: The comedian Bill
Cosby has admitted under oath to buying
sedatives with the intention of giving
them to women with whom he wanted to
have sex, according to court documents
unsealed this week following a demand
from the Associated Press. Cosby (left),
77, made the admission in 2005 during a
civil case, which was settled for an
undisclosed sum, brought by a woman
who accused him of drugging and raping

her.Over the past few months, some 40 women have accused
Cosby of similar assaults going back decades, but no charges have
been brought, owing partly to the statute of limitations.

Portland, Maine
The threat to Hillary: He was long dismissed as a no-hoper in the
race for the Democratic presidential nomination. But Bernie
Sanders is now attracting enthusiastic crowds to his rallies – and
Hillary Clinton’s advisors have admitted they are getting worried.
In Iowa last week, 2,500 people attended one of Sanders’s rallies;
he then drew a crowd of up to 8,000 supporters in Portland,
Maine. “From the Clinton perspective, he has gone from being an
annoyance to a threat,” noted one Democrat political consultant.
The “democratic socialist” senator for Vermont, Sanders
advocates free student tuition and a comprehensive health system;
he regularly rounds on America’s wealthiest, and (unlike Clinton)
he refuses major corporate donations. Even so, he has managed to
markedly shrink her poll lead over him in some key states: inNew
Hampshire, it has fallen from 38 points to eight sinceMay.

Greeleyville, South Carolina
Church burnings: A church with a predominantly black
congregation was burnt to the ground in Greeleyville,
South Carolina last week; it was the eighth histori-
cally black church to burn down since the massacre
in Charleston last month. The gunman there, Dylan Roof, said he
wanted to start a “race war”, and there were fears that his call to
arms was being heeded. Police have confirmed that three of the
fires were caused by arson – but the Greeleyville incident was
almost certainly caused by a lightning strike, as were at least two
others. This week,Muslim groups in the US revealed that they
had raised $23,000 during Ramadan to help rebuild the churches.

Havana
Embassies to open: The US and Cuba agreed lastWednesday
to formally restore diplomatic ties, fulfilling a pledge made in
December by Presidents BarackObama and Raul Castro to end
the period of mutual hostility between the two states that began
with the Cuban revolution in 1959. Speaking from the nuclear
talks in Vienna, US Secretary of State John Kerry said he would
shortly be travelling toHavana to raise the US flag outside the
newly reopened US embassy; Cuban officials said they were
hoping to reopen their embassy inWashington DC this month.
The two states will now begin to address more substantial
bilateral issues.Obama last week reiterated a call for Congress
to lift the US embargo against Cuba, but Republican leaders
remain steadfast in their opposition to the idea.

Gulf of Mexico
BP payout: BP has agreed to pay $18.7bn to the US government
and five southern states affected by the DeepwaterHorizon oil
spill in the Gulf ofMexico in April 2010. It is the largest
corporate penalty in US history.However, the settlement was less
than some legal experts had expected, provoking criticism from
environmentalists; they argued that, had the case been finalised in
court, judges could have levied twice that sum. The spill – caused
by a major explosion at the drilling rig – was the worst of its kind
in US waters; 11 workers were killed and 4.2 million barrels of oil
were released into the Gulf. The payout adds about $10bn to the
$43.8bn BP had already set aside for criminal and civil penalties,
and cleanup costs (see page 45).

Guayaquil, Ecuador
Pope’s visit: Pope Francis spoke
on the theme of family at his first
Mass in Ecuador onMonday, asking
for support in his efforts to reach out to Catholics who feel
shunned by the Church because they have fallen foul of its diktats
on marriage and sexuality.More than 800,000 people attended
theMass in the city of Guayaquil, on the first leg of the Argentin-
ian pontiff’s “homecoming” tour of South America, which will
also take in Bolivia and Paraguay, two more of the continent’s
poorest countries. Bishops are expected to discuss the situation of
gay Catholics, and those who have divorced and remarried
outside the Church (and are therefore prohibited from receiving
communion), at a month-long synod at the Vatican inOctober.

Orlando, Florida
Flag removal: As the debate
over the Confederate flag
grew last week, golfer Bubba
Watson announced on
Twitter that he would be
painting over the one
emblazoned on the roof of his
car: the orange General Lee

Dodge Charger created for the TV series The Dukes of Hazzard.
“All men are created equal,” he tweeted.However, many of his
followers reacted angrily, saying if he didn’t want the car, he
should give it to a museum, or sell it. This week, South Carolina’s
senate voted to remove the Confederate flag from the StateHouse.
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Sheikh Zuweid, Egypt
Terror advances: Last week saw a major
escalation in fighting between the Egyptian
army and jihadis in the northeast of the
Sinai Peninsula, where the insurgency has
been spreading ever since the army toppled
President MohamedMorsi of theMuslim
Brotherhood in 2013. The Isis-affiliated
groupWilayat Sinai (or “Sinai Province”)
overran checkpoints around the town of
Sheikh Zuweid on 1 July, reportedly killing
more than 40 soldiers – a figure the army
has sought to hide – in its first ever attempt
to seize territory in the region. President
Abdul Fattah al-Sisi responded last Sunday
with air strikes, which security sources
claim killed 63 jihadis. Al-Sisi’s increasingly
authoritarian government has also drafted
a new law banning the reporting of any
deaths in conflict unless using officially
approved statistics.

Seoul
Marriage lawsuit:
In the first case of
its kind, a gay
couple in South
Korea are suing
the authorities for
failing to
recognise their
marriage. Film
director Kim Jho
Gwang-Soo
(pictured left) and his partner Kim
Seung-Hwan (right) submitted a marriage
registration form after holding a wedding
ceremony in Seoul in 2013, but it was
rejected.Homosexuality is legal in South
Korea, but it is frowned upon, and few
public figures dare to come out.However,
attitudes are changing: Seoul’s gay pride
parade lastmonth was its biggest ever.

Jos, Nigeria
Ramadan
attacks: Boko
Haram has killed
a total of more
than 250 people
across northern and
centralNigeria in
just one week – a hideous upswing in
terrorist violence apparently timed to
coincide with Ramadan. In the worst
attacks, in its northern stronghold of
Borno State, gunmen last week shot dead
roughly 50 people in one village, and
rounded up and killed almost 100 in the
town of Kukawa.On Sunday, in the
central city of Jos, at least 44 people died
in attacks on a restaurant and a mosque
known for its imam’s moderate views.
The massacres came after a string of
setbacks earlier this year for BokoHaram,
which has been forced out of towns by a
military campaign involving troops from
Nigeria,Niger and Chad.

Beijing
China puts on weight: The
Chinese authorities have
released a report showing
how the rapid rise of GDP
in recent years has been
matched by an expansion
of Chinese waistlines.
Latest figures show almost
a third of adults are
overweight; a decade ago
less than a quarter were.
In the same period, there
has been a two-thirds rise
in the obesity rate.
“Obesity has risen sharply
as dietarymake-up has
changed,” said a public
health official, adding that

pressures of rapid
development had

also affected
people’s
health.

Tunis
State of emergency: Tunisian President Beji
Caid Essebsi declared a state of emergency
last Saturday, in response to the Islamist
attack on the beach resort of Sousse that
killed 38 foreigners – including 30 Britons
– a fortnight ago: Essebsi said the attack
had left his country “in a state of war”.
Tunisia has been hailed as a model of
peaceful democratic transition since the
Arab Spring uprising of 2011. But it has
also struggled with the rise of violent
Islamist groups, such as the al-Qa’eda-
affiliated Ansar al-Sharia, to which it is
now suspected the Sousse gunman, Saif
Rezgui, belonged – despite attempts by Isis
to claim responsibility for the attack. The
emergency law gives officials more powers,
and restricts civil rights. Police have
already used it to close down 80mosques
which they accuse of spreading extremism.

Palmyra, Syria
Isis massacre:
A horrific video
posted on the
internet last week
shows 25
captured Syrian
army soldiers
being slaughtered
in the ancient
Roman
amphitheatre at
Palmyra. Civilians are forced to watch as
child combatants line up behind the
soldiers, who are kneeling, and shoot
them in the head. The massacre (pictured)
is believed to have been one of a number
carried out in Palmyra’s historic ruins
shortly after Isis captured the city inMay.
Pictures also emerged last week of Isis
militants destroying artefacts from the
site, including a 2,000-year-old lion statue.

Bhopal, India
Deadly cover-up: A national TV reporter
investigating one of India’s biggest ever
fraud cases fell down foaming at the
mouth last week soon after interviewing
the parents of a student named in the
scandal. Journalist Akshay Singh is one of
more than 40 people connected to the
Vyapam scam to have died in mysterious
circumstances: others include a policeman
found hanging from a ceiling fan and a
policewoman found dead in a pond. Senior
figures in theMadhya Pradesh state
government are allegedly at the heart of
the scandal, in which vast numbers of
people are said to have paid bribes to get
state-funded jobs or college places. Almost
2,000 have been arrested. Even without
suggestions of a murderous cover-up, the
case is a major embarrassment for PM
NarendraModi, asMadhya Pradesh state
is ruled by his Bharatiya Janata Party.
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Waite’s words of comfort
It is almost three decades since
Terry Waite was kidnapped by
Islamists in Beirut, says Cole
Moreton in The Mail on
Sunday. The former envoy for
the Archbishop of Canterbury
spent almost five years in
solitary confinement, much of
it blindfolded and chained to a
radiator. He would sometimes
hear the cries of other prisoners
being executed – and at one
point he thought he was next.
“They came into the cell and
told me I had five hours to
live,” he recalls. “I actually
went to sleep. The body shuts
down to give you respite from
what is happening. They came
back, undid my chains, took
me into the next room and
asked if I wanted anything. I
was still in a blindfold. I said
I wanted a drink because my
throat was dry through fear.
I was not afraid of death but
of whether it would hurt when
the bullet went through me,
you know?” Waite’s captors
gave him time to write a letter
to his family and say the Lord’s
Prayer. “Then they said, ‘Turn
around.’ They put the gun to
my head.” Moments passed as
he waited to die. “Then they
dropped the gun down and just
said: ‘Another time.’”
These days Waite, 76, is

president of the charity
Hostage UK, and spends much
of his time talking to the
families of people kidnapped or
murdered by Isis. “They want
to know how I think their
loved one felt. What I can say,
which has been helpful to
them, is that when I thought I
was facing the end – and it was

very real – I did experience a
certain calmness. Medical
friends of mine say the body
releases certain chemicals that
enable you to feel that calm.
And if you look at the faces
of those lads who are about to
be beheaded, they do look
reasonably calm. They are
not, you know, breaking
down. So, there is that.”

A comedian’s fears
Stephen Merchant co-wrote
one of the funniest British
sitcoms ever, The Office. That
was only 14 years ago – but the
show’s near-the-knuckle jokes
about race and disability would
never get through now. “The
BBC would have been too
jumpy,” Merchant told Chris
Harvey in TheDaily Telegraph.
Social media, he says, has made
people more nervous about
saying the wrong thing. “When
I was growing up, the Right, if
you like, were dictating what
could be said and done and
seen.” Mary Whitehouse was
the “figurehead of censorship.
And increasingly now it feels
like it’s the liberal agenda that
dictates what can and cannot
be joked about. People are
being leapt on because they
happened to use the wrong
terminology about Bruce
Jenner, or Caitlyn Jenner, or
whatever his name is now, or
her name: there, I am making
mistakes. I’ll probably get in
trouble for that.” Merchant
despairs of this self-censorship.
“This idea that we have to
police ourselves, that we might
say the wrong thing and upset
someone or something. It’s not
fun. It’s just not fun.”

Florence Welch headlined at this year’s Glastonbury, against
doctor’s orders. The lead singer of Florence and theMachine has
a broken foot – plus, she’s supposed to be taking it easy after
suffering “a bit of a breakdown” last year. Seven years on the road
had left her exhausted. “It’s an unreality, touring,” she told Will
Hodgkinson in The Times. “You don’t have to face yourself because
‘you’ is the person on stage, and as long as you are able to perform,
nothing else matters. You’re a child. Even mealtimes areworked out
for you. But I had to come to termswith my own chaos because
bad things kept happening. I would bewatching TV andwonder:
‘What am I doing onMTV News, drunk? That’s bad.’” She tried to
ground herself by buying a house in London – before realising she
had no idea how to live on her own. “It was like being an alien. I
was looking at empty cupboards and thinking:what do I eat? There
were a lot of parties…When you wake up in your own house on a
Tuesday and it’s trashed, you can’t just go to the next hotel like you
can on tour. You have to suffer. And I thought: ‘I don’t like this very
much!’” She fled to California,where she attended various retreats.
But “therewas a lot of chanting. After awhile you get sick of it. You
come to dread thewords: ‘And nowwe shall perform our fire
ceremony.’” So now she is back in London, learning how to live
simply. “I’m calm, I’m happy, I’m making food.”

Viewpoint:
It’s all “unacceptable”
“An adjective that was once largely confined
to headmasters’ reports has now become the
word politicians reach for to imply that they
find an intractable problem not just
worrying, but a personal affront. Alex
Salmond finds the Scotland Bill ‘wholly
unacceptable’. David Cameron finds the
desperate scenes of would-be migrants at
Calais ‘totally unacceptable’: a great
movement of people begins faraway in Africa
and Asia; travels across countries and seas;
then seizes the chance to reach its destination
by clambering aboard moving trucks.
‘Unacceptable’ seems a bathetic end to this
long struggle, though certainly a safer way to
express concern than ‘something must be
done’, which risks raising awkward questions
such as ‘by whom’ and ‘to whom’?”
Ian Jack, The Guardian

Farewell
Elizabeth
MacLennan,
actress,writer and
theatre company
founder, died 23
June, aged 77.

Harvey McGregor,
barrister and
supporter of the
arts, died 27 June,
aged 89.

Charles Pasqua,
French hardline
Gaullistminister,
died 29 June,
aged 88.

Jerry Weintraub,
producer of Karate
Kid and Ocean’s
Eleven, died 6
July, aged 77.

Book: To Kill AMockingbird by Harper Lee
Luxury: A family photo album

* Choice if allowed only one record

Castaway of the week
This week’s edition of Radio 4’s Desert Island Discs featured

former England cricketer Andrew “Freddie” Flintoff

1* I Just Can’t Help Believin’ by Barry Mann and Cynthia Weil,
performed by Elvis Presley

2 Somewhere Over the Rainbow by E.Y. Harburg and Harold
Arlen, performed by Judy Garland

3 RocketMan by Elton John and Bernie Taupin, performed by
Elton John

4 Ring of Fire by Merle Kilgore and June Carter, performed by
Johnny Cash

5 Better Together, written and performed by Jack Johnson
6 FlyMe to theMoon by Bart Howard, performed by Frank

Sinatra
7 Roll With It by Noel Gallagher, performed by Oasis
8 New Kid in Town by Don Henley, Glenn Frey and J.D.

Souther, performed by the Eagles
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But isn’t London growing?
It certainly is. The Greater London
Authority recently confirmed that it
has returned to its largest ever size – a
population of 8.6million, last
recorded on the eve of war in 1939. In
the post- war years, thanks to the rise
of the car and decades of
“suburbanisation”, London’s
population began shrinking, and was
down to 6.6million by the 1970s. But
since then it has been increasing: one
in eight people in the UK now lives in
London, and it wields a disproport-
ionate share of the nation’s wealth and
power – generating 19% of jobs and
22% of our income. A “dark star”
that sucks in “resources, people and
energy” is how Professor Tony Travers of the LSE describes it.
Yet not everyone in the capital is thriving… or able to stay.

How can London be growing if so many are leaving?
Its overall population is increasing as a result of migration and
high birth rates – Barking and Dagenham, in east London, has the
highest fertility rate in England. But since 2010, two groups in
particular are being shunted from the centre of London to its
fringes, or are leaving the city altogether. The first is poor families
dependent on either benefits to rent in the private sector, or on
social housing; the second is people in their 30s, who, though
more affluent, still cannot cope with London’s spiralling house
prices, crowded infrastructure and oversubscribed schools.

What is driving them out of London?
The housing shortage. Between 40,000 and 50,000 new homes a
year are needed to cater for the rising population, according to
experts. Yet only 18,260 were completed last year. This shortfall,
and a flood of international investment in property in the capital,
has sent rents and property prices soaring just as most people’s
wages have stagnated or fallen. Adjusting for inflation, median
weekly pay in London fell from £700 in 2010 to £646 in 2014.
Inequality has risen all over the UK over the last generation, but
nowhere more than in its largest city. In the early 1980s, some
two-thirds of Londoners were classed as middle income. Now it’s
little more than a third, according to researchers at Oxford
University. The numbers of rich and
poor, meanwhile, have risen by 80%.

What effect does that have?
Town planners and politicians speak
of an alarming “hollowing out” of
London society, increasingly divided
between those able to enjoy its world-
class restaurants and amenities, and
those struggling to get by. About 43%
of inner-London households are now
classed as poor, meaning the city has
the highest poverty rate in England
(until recently, that was in the North-
east). The Government’s welfare cap
of £500 a week per household has hit
Londoners especially hard, with
further cuts due in this week’s Budget.
And the so-called “bedroom tax” has
affected more than 40,000 families
with a spare room in the capital,
with long waiting lists to move into
smaller properties. The Independent
says that some 50,000 families unable

to find social housing have been
quietly moved “out of borough” since
2011, with thousands passed on to
local authorities in Manchester,
Bradford, Hastings, Pembrokeshire,
Dover and Plymouth.

What about people in their 30s?
About 60,000 people in their 30s are
thought to have left the capital between
2013 and 2014. But actually, there’s
nothing new about people quitting
London as they get older – in fact,
there’s nothing new about people
leaving full stop. Since the late 1990s,
between 40,000 and 100,000 more
people have left the capital each year to
move to other parts of the UK than

have arrived. (Though international migrants and the city’s high
birth rate more than make up the numbers.) People become more
likely to leave as they start families and seek bigger houses and
quieter neighbourhoods. The current outflow is more noticeable
mainly because the capital’s historic outflow actually went into
reverse between 2008 and 2013, as London weathered the
financial crisis better than the rest of the UK. What newspaper
columnists are now drawing attention to is probably no more
than the resumption of London’s normal emigration patterns.

So is there any reason to be concerned about the exodus?
Yes. London may boast of its role as the nation’s financial power
house, but there are fears for its social fabric. Parts of the city are
becoming resorts for the global rich, full of “iceberg houses”, with
huge basements dug into the London clay, and apartment blocks
bought by overseas investors as “safety-deposit boxes in the sky”.
(“London is to the billionaire as the jungles of Sumatra are to the
orangutans,” as London Mayor Boris Johnson puts it. “It is their
natural habitat.”) But in the process they lose their vitality and
sense of community. “Social cleansing”, Johnson calls it, and as
residential accommodation becomes irresistible to developers and
landlords, the threat extends to local high streets, small businesses
and what remains of industry. “Of course there’s a housing
crisis,” says Anna Harding, who has rented out artists studios
since the 1970s, “but there’s also an employment space crisis”,
which risks “the whole ecosystem that makes the city functional”.

Can anything be done to stop it?
Probably not. Residential develop-
ment in London is far more profitable
than any other land use, yet far from
impeding the remorseless logic of the
market, the Government has recently
relaxed the restrictions on converting
commercial into residential property.
Nor are local authorities, their
budgets slashed, likely to resist hand-
some offers for their housing stock.
According to Rowan Moore, The
Observer’s architecture critic, a desp-
erate, probably losing, battle is now
being fought in 70 London housing
estates, affecting 160,000 people, to
retain the capital’s traditional, mixed-
income communities. The consolation
– for those outside the capital at any
rate (see box) – is that London’s
inequalities, and the relentless
pressure of its property market, could
be a boon for the rest of the UK.

Leaving London
Thousands of thirtysomethings and lower-income families are giving up on the capital, or being driven out

Some of London’s new “safety-deposit boxes in the sky”

London’s pain, Brummies’ gain?
“This is a dynamic place, a city where you can build a
career,” says Neil Rami, chief executive at Marketing
Birmingham – a partnership promoting the city that
may be benefiting more than any other from London’s
overheated property market and fleeing middle class.

Between 2012 and 2013, Britain’s second city
welcomed at least 5,000 Londoners (that number is
based on NHS registrations, so is probably an

underestimate), lured by houses that are half the price
and a booming job market. Deutsche Bank has 2,000
employees in Birmingham after moving hundreds of
jobs out of the capital. Birmingham will also host the
construction headquarters of the new HS2 rail line.
“We are starting to see the benefits of the recovery,
particularly for higher-skilled jobs that are being

created in cities outside London,” says Ed Cox, director
of the IPPR North thinktank. But others warn that some
of London’s most distinct but fragile professional
communities – particularly in creative industries such
as music and art – cannot simply be shipped out and
replicated elsewhere. “London works because there’s
a market there,” says Anna Harding. “The idea that

you can devolve it all is nuts.”
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We’re slower
than China –
thank goodness
Andrew Rawnsley

The Observer

Can we please just get on with it. That’s the perennial cry of
hard-headed men of business when confronted with the glacial
pace of big infrastructure projects, says Andrew Rawnsley. “The
Government must commit to the decision now and get diggers in
the ground,” wailed the CBI last week as ministers dithered over a
new runway atHeathrow. The same cry goes up over the failure
to build more houses, or start fracking. But when people lament
“Why can’t we take the politics out of this?”, what they’re really
saying is: “Why can’t we take the democracy out of this?” Those
who would expandHeathrow point to China, noting it churns
out a new runway every week; easy to do when you “can crush
communities with the pen stroke of a Beijing autocrat”.Here, we
advance through public consent and compromise. Big projects
inevitably lead to clashes between local and national interests; it’s
the job of politics to arbitrate between them. That inevitably
involves a tortuous process that “can be extremely frustrating to
men with grand plans”. And “thank goodness for that”.

Halfwits and
hypocrites
rule at UCL
Rod Liddle

The Sunday Times

What a craven bunch of politically correct “halfwits” they are, the
leaders of University College London, says Rod Liddle. Amonth
has passed since they trashed the reputation of “one of their most
eminent professors”, the scientist Sir TimHunt, after he joked
that women should work in separate labs to men because they
were a distraction and cried easily. “Caught up in a howl-round
of screeched liberal fury”, UCL droppedHunt on the spot, and
are standing by that decision even though it is now clear, from the
full transcript of his speech, that he was making a joke at his own
expense:Hunt then urged more women to go into science, despite
“the presence of chauvinists such as himself”. Yet when radical
Muslim preacher Abu Usamah likened homosexuals to dogs who
should be murdered, UCL (which, incidentally, runs a campus in
that paradise of gender equality, Qatar) took a rather different
line. Rather than condemn his remarks, they invited him to speak,
just as they didMurtaza Khan, author of a tirade about Jews and
“filthy non-Muslim doctors”. UCL, your “hypocrisy stinks”.

The Greeks,
like us, expect
too much
Ben Chu

The Independent

Why are the Greeks complaining? True, their economy has shrunk
by a quarter in five years, but they’re well off by global standards.
Greece’s GDP per head is higher than Latvia’s, while income per
head is miles ahead of Brazil’s. So why do they feel so sore? It’s all
to do with their “expectation reference point”, says Ben Chu. The
Greeks don’t compare their lot with Latin Americans but with
Italians. We all do this: it’s not how much we earn that matters,
it’s how it matches up to our expectations and to the rewards
enjoyed by those we regard as our peers. OurMPs earn far more
than the average salary but still feel hard done by on £67,000-a-
year, because their reference point is company executives and
senior civil servants. Classical economics tell us that wages fall
until firms feel it’s profitable to rehire, but in reality they don’t fall
lower than the workers’ “expectation reference point”: they won’t
work for less than that even if it means the firm going bust, just as
native Brits won’t pick apples for the minimum wage. We all have
our own reference points. But sometimes, alas, “there is no choice
but to brutally introduce people to the real world”.

The secret to
winning votes?
Don’t rant
Edward Pearce

New Statesman

The world of competitive
hot dog-eating was left
reeling last week by the shock
defeat of its biggest star.
Eight-time champion Joey
“Jaws” Chestnut performed
strongly at the contest in
Coney Island, New York,
consuming 60 frankfurters in
ten minutes in front of
thousands of fans – but Matt
“Megatoad” Stonie clinched
the title, with 62.

Eight people were trapped
in a sports club for three
hours by a fox that stalked
them from the car park.
When one man tried to leave
the building, the fox chased
him back in; a woman tried
to distract it with food – only
to have her hand bitten.
Earlier, another man had
fallen off his bike as he tried
to escape the creature.
Customers at the Alconbury
Sports and Social Club in
Cambridgeshire eventually
barricaded themselves
inside and watched the fox
on the CCTV system as it
prowled around outside
while they waited for pest
control to arrive.

SixHSBC staff have been
sacked for staging a mock
Isis-style execution during
a team-building exercise at
a go-karting centre in
Birmingham. In footage of
the incident, masked men,
dressed in black, stand above
an Asian colleague, who is
on his knees, and wearing an
orange jump suit.One
shouts “Allahu Akbar” (God
is great) as another wields a
coathanger as a pretend
knife. Posted on Instagram,
the clip was obtained by
The Sun, and the staff
were swiftly dismissed.
“We do not tolerate
inappropriate behaviour,”
said an HSBC spokesman.

IT MUST BE TRUE…
I read it in the tabloids

It’s not quite true to say everyone hates politicians, says Edward
Pearce. Just occasionally some do win our affection. So what’s the
secret? First off, if you want to be loved, don’t rant – the standard
failing of trade-union Leftists, Europhobes and EdMiliband.
Affable chat in the manner of Ken Clarke or John Biffen goes
down much better. (True, we do love Dennis Skinner, who grasps
“class persecution like a handbag”, but we wouldn’t were he ever
given political responsibility.) Second, it helps to be Scottish: the
English “have a certain deference” for wise Scots in the mould of
John Smith or Robin Cook.Having a “hinterland” is also a good
move: think DenisHealey with his photography; Ken Clarke with
his birdwatching; and even WilliamHague now he’s started
penning history books. Also cultivate a benign, laid-back image:
people won’t love you if you’re nasty or “downright rude” as
David Cameron can show himself to be. And never say you care
“passionately” about anything. It’s so tiring: better to look bored
than be a bore. “Don’t try to improve the voters. Let them relax.
Be easy. Be amusing.” Master all that and popularity is yours. ©
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Last week was a “momentous”
week in US history, said Charlie
Cook on NationalJournal.com. Not
only did the US Supreme Court
uphold the legality of Obamacare
against a Republican-led challenge;
it also legalised gay marriage across
all 50 states, striking down bans on
same-sex marriage in Kentucky,
Alabama, Texas and other southern
states as unconstitutional. Denying
same-sex couples the right to marry,
wrote Justice Anthony Kennedy,
speaking for the 5-4 majority,
deprives them of the “equal dignity”
they deserve. The historic decision
set off celebrations across the
country: gay couples rushed to
secure marriage licences, and the rainbow colours of the gay
pride movement were projected onto the White House. But the
court’s four dissenting conservative members poured contempt
on the ruling. Chief Justice John Roberts said the courts had no
business redefining an institution that had remained unchanged
“for millennia”. Justice Antonin Scalia, mocking Justice
Kennedy for his “showy profundities”, claimed the decision
posed “a threat to American democracy”.

Despite all the controversy, this decision was a no-brainer, said
US Court of Appeals judge Richard A. Posner on Slate.com.
The legal issues it raises are almost identical to those in Loving
vs. Virginia, the 1967 case in which the court struck down state
bans on inter-racial marriage. As no one has shown that
inter-racial or same-sex marriage hurts anyone, there’s no
justification for the government to support either form of
discrimination. As for judicial overreach – or a “judical putsch”,
as Justice Scalia called it – the Supreme Court has been
“inventing new rights and imposing them on the rest of the

country” since its inception.
Actually, “the Constitution is silent
about marriage”, said The Wall
Street Journal. Which is why this
divisive issue should have been a
matter for the people to decide –
through referendums and legislation
– not the courts, by “judicial fiat”.
This ruling cuts the democratic
process short, and furthers the
perception that belief in “traditional
marriage” – held by Barack Obama
and Hillary Clinton just a few years
ago – is somehow a form of
“invidious discrimination”.

And “everyone knows where the
debate over gay marriage is going

next”, said Rich Lowry on NationalReview.com. Filled with
“moralistic zeal that sees only one point of view as legitimate”,
gay marriage advocates will demand that religious institutions
accept and even participate in gay marriage or lose their
government accreditation. Some tricky religious-freedom
questions undoubtedly lie ahead, said The Washington Post. For
example, “will religious schools lose their tax-exempt status if
they don’t recognise same-sex marriages”? But for now, let’s just
celebrate “a signal moment in the advancement of civil rights”
and acknowledge “how far the country has come”. I, for one,
“never believed this would happen in my lifetime,” said Andrew
Sullivan on his blog The Dish. For gay and lesbian Americans,
it’s utterly transformative. Excluding us from the institution of
marriage “was a statement of our core inferiority not just as
citizens but as human beings”. Henceforth, gay kids growing up
in America will never have to suffer the deep psychic wound
that previous generations had to live with: “the pain of knowing
they could never be fully part of their own family, never be fully
a citizen of their own country”.

It has been a terrible year for
American hostages held overseas, said
Peter Bergen on CNN.com. Six have
already been killed – three of them
brutally beheaded by Isis. But
prospects for the remaining 30 still
held captive could soon improve: in a
dramatic overhaul of US policy,
President Obama has announced that
families can now pay ransoms
without fearing criminal prosecution.
The government itself will still refuse
to negotiate with terrorists, Obama
said, but an inter-agency “hostage
recovery” task force will be created to
help coordinate the families’ response. Not before time, said
Islamic affairs expert Barak Barfi on ForeignPolicy.com. I was
an advisor to the families of Isis hostages last year, and “the
Obama administration failed them, repeatedly”. Desperate
relatives got no help or information from government officials,
who threatened to prosecute the families for trying to negotiate
their relatives’ release.

One can only imagine the gut-wrenching trauma those families
experienced, said The Wall Street Journal. But by broadcasting
to jihadis that large sums of money may now be available to
those who take Americans hostage, Obama has sown the seeds

for yet more heartbroken families.
Sure, he offered the caveat that the
government would only facilitate
ransoms, not pay them directly. “But
don’t be surprised if terrorists fail to
appreciate this fine distinction.” In
dealing with terrorists, “perception
matters”, said Tom Rogan on
NationalReview.com. It’s no accident
that a third of al-Qa’eda hostages
kidnapped in the past five years are
from France, a country known for
paying ransoms. “When a terrorist
group judges that a French hostage
will earn a million-dollar payday but

an American hostage will earn a bullet to the head from a Delta
Force operator, the cost-benefit analysis isn’t complicated.” But
with this announcement all that has changed.

Truth is, Obama’s policy overhaul is mostly a public relations
move, said Aaron David Miller in the Los Angeles Times. After
months of bitter complaints from victims’ families, he wanted to
appear sympathetic. Yet the basic problem remains unchanged:
Americans are “high-value targets” for jihadis controlling large
areas of the world. The best way for Americans to spare their
families agony is “to avoid putting themselves in these danger
zones to begin with”.

Are the judges right about gay marriage?

It’s madness to allow families to pay ransoms

Celebrating the Supreme Court’s decision in California

US hostage Peter Theo Curtis, who has since been released
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Don’t reinstate
this blood-
soaked monster
The Moscow Times

The history of modern Russia has just turned full circle… aided by a shove from the Kremlin, says
Alexander Golts. Back in 1991,Muscovites took to the streets to thwart a military coup by Soviet
hardliners against reformist presidentMikhail Gorbachev. And to signal their rejection of what the
hardliners stood for, they pulled down the vast statue of Felix Dzerzhinsky, blood-soaked founder of
Russia’s secret police, which overlooked the KGB headquarters in Lubyanka Square. In the wake of
the Bolshevik Revolution, “Iron Felix” had tens of thousands of “bourgeois enemies” shot, yet his
memory is still cherished by communists and nationalists, who want the statue reinstated. Last
month they formally proposed thatMoscow hold a referendum on whether it should be restored. It
was felt to be a hopeless cause, but then an odd thing happened.Having unequivocally ruled against
a referendum, the electoral commission suddenly flip-flopped and gave the go-ahead. Why? Few
things could more effectively symbolise a return to Soviet repression than reinstating Felix. But after
years of creeping authoritarianism, and with Russia returning to confrontation with theWest, our
rulers no doubt feel the time is right to seek the approval of the people ofMoscow for precisely that.

A madcap
military
adventure
Al-Monitor
(Washington DC)

Is Turkey about to throw caution to the wind and invade Syria, asksMetin Gurcan. The pro-
government media has been “beating the drums of war” with breathless reports about plans to send
18,000 soldiers to create a buffer zone across the border. It has nothing to do with aiding the refugees
fleeing violence; it’s to stop themilitary advance of Syria’s Kurds. Until now, military chiefs have been
wary of getting mixed up in Syria, fearing it would be a “quagmire” for their troops. But they, too,
are susceptible to Kurd-phobia; like the politicians, they worry that the recent Kurdish successes in
Syria will encourage Turkey’s Kurds to go all-out for a united homeland. What gives the generals
pause, however, is the suspicion that this is just a populist move by President Erdogan and his ruling
Justice and Development Party, to compensate for their recent losses in last month’s elections; a move
that lacks any strategic goal. It’s not even clear who the target of the attack is: the Assad regime? Isis?
The Kurds? To attack the latter at the very moment that Turkish liberals and themainstream media
are enthusing about Kurds finally getting into parliament, is a recipe for domestic conflict. Let’s hope
the generals’ natural caution will dissuade them from embarking on this madcap military adventure.

Germans love to berate Americans: for Guantánamo, phone snooping, racism, police brutality –
you name it, saysMarc Pitzke. But in thematter of gay marriage they’ve put us to shame. The
bombshell delivered by the US Supreme Court, which finally outlaws discrimination against same-
sex partnerships, confirms the fundamental principle of the US constitution: that everyone is created
equal. The question was resolved not in back rooms, but in referendums, decisions and court rulings
by state parliaments: the exercise of democracy in its purest form. What a contrast with Germany.
Here, too, polls show an overwhelming majority supports gay marriage; yet far from leading an
open debate, our politicians wriggle around in “a web of prejudice, ignorance and bureaucracy”.
Committees wrangle; leaders make stilted declarations in favour of it yet do nothing. Indeed,
Chancellor AngelaMerkel prefers to pander to the dinosaurs in her conservative party, who want us
to believe same-sex marriage leads to “bigamy and incest”. But now that the Americans have set the
example, it probably won’t be long before Germany follows suit. Theremay be a lot wrong with the
US but we should all express admiration for its ability to make “astonishing” leaps of social progress.

US puts us to
shame on gay
marriage
Der Spiegel
(Hamburg)

RUSSIA

TURKEY
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The Greeks may be getting all the
attention, said Audrey Duperron on
Express.be (Brussels), but spare a
thought for the Spanish. Since 2008,
nearly 600,000 families, unable to cover
their mortgage payments, have been
thrown out of their homes; and a
further 95 eviction notices are issued by
the courts every day.More than three
million Spanish properties now stand
empty, almost a third of Europe’s entire
stock of vacant housing.

Even many Spaniards don’t realise how
bad it is for the victims, said Rodrigo
Carretero on ElHuffington Post
(Madrid). Press photographer Andres Kudacki last year
published an agonising set of images of a weeping 85-year-old
widow being forced out of her house in aMadrid suburb.Her
son had used it as security for a loan, but he lost his job and
couldn’t keep up the payments, so it was auctioned off. When
his mother, CarmenMartínez Ayuso, refused to leave, eight
vanloads of riot police turned up to oversee the eviction, and
ended up battling in the street with infuriated locals. Kudacki’s
photographs sparked a Twitter campaign to help her, and the
local football team, which competes in Spain’s top division, has
now promised to pay for Carmen’s housing… for the rest of her

life. But thousands of others haven’t
been so lucky. Still, in some ways things
are looking up – at least on paper, said
Alistair Dawber in The Guardian. Three
years ago it seemed that Spain, like
Greece, would need a sovereign bail out.
Now, aided by the weak euro, low oil
prices and the European Central Bank’s
quantitative easing programme, its
economy is growing at more than 3%.
Tourism has benefited from turmoil in
the Middle East; a bonfire of red tape
has made it easier for the unemployed to
start their own businesses. Yet however
much conservative PMMariano Rajoy
trumpets the good news, it won’t affect

the sense of desperation felt by many.

That’s why the risk of contagion spreading from Greece remains
a worry, said La Razón (Madrid). The left-wing protest parties
that triumphed in recent local elections could do even better in
this autumn’s general election. But the last thing we need is for
a bunch of radicals spouting claptrap about “evil capitalism”
to get into government and wreck the recovery. We can only
hope that, observing the chaos in Greece, Spanish voters will
cease to see Greece’s left-wing ruling party, Syriza, as a model
to follow – and will keep the radicals in their place.

Ayuso: evicted by eight vanloads of police

Struggling Spain eyes the chaos in Greece
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What the scientists are saying…
Statins and aggression
Statins – given to millions of
people to control cholesterol
levels – appear to make women
more aggressive, but to have
the opposite effect in most
men. Previous studies have
indicated that some people
become irritable and even
violent on statins, but the
findings were inconclusive.
Now, the first randomised
control trial has shown a clear
link between the drug and
aggressive behaviour in older,
post-menopausal women. The
findings formen were more
complex: three men
experienced a surge in
aggression – but this was linked to poor sleep
triggered by the drugs.Once these “outliers”
were removed from the analysis, there was
found to be a significant decline in male
aggression levels. For the study, 1,000 people
were either given statins (simvastatin or
pravastatin) or a placebo, for six months.
Behavioural aggression wasmeasured by asking
each individual about their aggressive or hostile
acts – towards themselves, others or objects – in
the previous week. The women who showed the
most significant increase in aggression were
those with the lowest baseline aggression levels.

Artificial blood transfusions by 2017
The first transfusions using artificial blood could
take place in as little as two years. The NHS
believes that by 2017, it will have been able to
grow enough red blood cells – from stem cells
extracted from adult and umbilical cord blood
– to transfuse into 20 patients. “We know we
can make a large number of relatively stable
cells,” said DrNick Watkins, of NHS Blood and
Transplant. “We also know we are at the stage
to take it to human volunteers.”However, he
stressed that it was just the first step in a long
journey: the trial will involve transfusing a
teaspoon or so of blood into each volunteer, to
test for adverse reactions, and monitor how well
the blood survives. It is hoped that one day
health services could manufacture unlimited

quantities of blood, but the
main aim for now is to provide
complex blood types for which
donors are hard to find.

New test for silent killer
Scientistsmay be close to
developing an accurate test for
pancreatic cancer – one of the
hardest cancers to detect,
reports The Independent. In an
early trial, reported in the
journal Nature, it proved
100% accurate. Pancreatic
cancer has few symptoms in its
initial stages, and by the time
they become apparent, the
disease has usually spread.
Consequently, only 1% of

people who are diagnosed are still alive ten years
later. The test, developed by a team at the
University of Texas, is based on detecting in the
bloodstream tiny droplets of fat known as
vesicles; when these have dropped off the surface
of pancreatic tumour cells, they contain a
protein, GPC1, which is not secreted by
non-cancerous cells. In a trial on 250 patients,
the test was found to detect cancer with
“absolute specificity”, with no false positives or
negatives. However, larger trials are needed to
confirm the test’s usefulness.

The spiders that have learned to sail
No tarantulas have yet come ashore on British
beaches – but spiders are remarkably good at
crossing water, reports The Times. It’s long been
known that spiders can propel themselves into
the air using their threads as parachutes (known
as “ballooning”); in this way, they can “fly” on
air currents for long distances. But what happens
if they fall back to Earth over a lake or the sea?
To find out, researchers from the University of
Nottingham dropped 325 spiders onto water: as
expected, the spiders stayed dry using surface
tension. But surprisingly, they could travel across
the water, using an upturned leg as a sail; they
also seemed to use their threads as draglines to
secure themself to floating objects. After climbing
on the object, they may then “jump” back into
the air to continue their high-altitude journey.

Spiders can “sail” across water

Hopes that a form of genetically modified wheat would
eliminate the need for environmentally harmful
pesticides have been dashed by a major trial, reports The
Independent. The wheat had been modified with a
synthetic gene so that it emitted a substance called beta-
farnesene, which aphid pests secrete as a pheromone in
response to the presence of a threat. Its scent then
serves as a warning to other aphids to keep away. In a
Government-funded field trial, at Rothamsted Research
testing facility in Hertfordshire, the wheat produced the
scent as intended – but it failed to repel the aphids.
Scientists at Rothamsted said the problemmay have been that the wheat released the beta-
farnesene continuously, giving the pests time to get used to it, whereas when they release it
themselves, it comes in a short burst. “As so often happens, this experiment shows that the real-
world environment is much more complicated than the laboratory,” said molecular biologist
Professor Huw Jones. The trial cost almost £3m – more than £2m of which was spent on security
measures, such as high fencing, to prevent sabotage by anti-GM protesters.

Did Ebola
first strike
in Athens?
It was identified less than
40 years ago, in what was
then Zaire – but the first
Ebola outbreak may
have occurred more than
2,400 years before that, in
Ancient Greece, reports
The Washington Post. An
analysis of the writings of
the historian Thucydides
has revealed striking
similarities between the
symptoms of Ebola – the
latest outbreak of which
has killed more than
11,000 people in West
Africa – and that of a
plague that struck Athens
in 430BC. The plague
began during the
Peloponnesian War – when
Sparta was laying siege to
the city state – and killed
25% of its population in
five years. Thucydides –
who survived – describes
its symptoms as including
sudden fever, headache,
fatigue and pain in the
stomach and extremities,
accompanied by severe
vomiting. Patients then
experienced severe
diarrhoea, and dehydration
so extreme some threw
themselves into wells.
Typically, death came in
seven to nine days. As in
West Africa, where
hundreds of health workers
have died, physicians were
among the first to be hit.
Thucydides says the disease
originated in “Aethiopia”,
a term used to describe
parts of Sub-Saharan
Africa; workersmigrating
from this area to Greece
could have carried it. The
Athens plague has long
been a topic of conjecture.
Historians have variously
put it down to cholera,
smallpox, malaria and
bubonic plague. The
author of the new study,
Dr Powel Kazanjian, a
professor of history and
infectious diseases at the
University of Michigan,
says there is no way to
prove the plague was Ebola
but that its symptoms are
a closermatch than for
any other disease.

Back to the drawing board for pesticide-free GM wheat
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The first night of the Royal
Opera House’s “wretched”
new production of Guillaume
Tell could hardly have been
more disastrous, said Tim
Ashley in The Guardian.
Having updated Rossini’s
story of Swiss resistance to
an Austrian occupation,
transplanting it from the 14th
century to some modern-day
conflict, the Italian director
Damiano Michieletto then
turned the ballet in Act III – in
which Austrian soldiers force
a group of girls to dance with
them – into “a protracted and
pruriently voyeuristic gang
rape”. The usually tolerant
Covent Garden audience reacted with
“unprecedented anger”: “sustained booing
swept through the auditorium, drowning out the
music, and continuing until the end of the
episode”. The disgraceful scene – in which the
actress is “molested with a gun” – was designed
entirely to “shock”, said Jane Merrick in The
Independent on Sunday. Since the uproar, it has
been slightly modified – she is now covered with
a cloth – but it is still utterly “gratuitous”.

I was there, and I was more offended by the
heckling than by the scene itself, said Nigel
Farndale in The Daily Telegraph. I thought
“sophisticated metropolitan audiences” were
used to “radical and provocative” modern
versions of opera. It’s as if the Rhinemaidens in

latex nude suits, in Richard
Jones’s Der Ring des
Nibelungen back in 1994, had
never happened. Or that David
McVicar’s 2001 staging of
Rigoletto “hadn’t already
flaunted bare breasts, and
simulated forced sex”. And
what about Calixto Bieito,
“the Quentin Tarantino of
opera”, whose versions of
Verdi and Mozart have
included S&M and nipple-
slicing, as well as choruses
seated on lavatories. “I’m not
arguing that these productions
were in good taste, but they
were bold and unpredictable,
and they forced audiences to

think as they listened and watched.”

Perhaps people have had enough of this sort of
filth, said Quentin Letts in the Daily Mail. You
can’t go to the theatre these days without
witnessing “onstage garrottings, drownings,
stabbings and lascivious torture” – and, of
course, lashings of “sex and nudity”, along with
torrents of “F-words”. Maybe, said Rupert
Christiansen in The Daily Telegraph. But the
real problem in this case is that the rape scene is
in “blatant contradiction” to the jaunty spirit of
the music. Michieletto’s production is “dismally
banal”, cack-handed and grimly determined to
be “gritty”. One sees this at the Royal Opera all
too often: a superior musical performance
“scuppered by a lame and pretentious staging”.

Pick of the week’s

Gossip
Covent Garden: a gratuitous rape scene?

A backbench colleague described Lloyd George’s
first Budget speech, which droned on from 3pm
till 8pm, as “without exception the worst that
has been delivered in the House of Commons”.
Little did that critic – Hilaire Belloc – know that
the 1909 Budget, which laid the foundations of
the modern welfare state, would come to be seen
as “the most epoch-making of the 20th
century”. It’s unlikely that George Osborne’s
Budget this week will be remembered for as
long, said Donald Macintyre in The
Independent. But as the first exclusively Tory
Budget in almost 20 years, it will certainly help
define this Government. Among its most
eye-catching measures is an inheritance tax
(IHT) giveaway. IHT is currently levied at 40%
on assets above £325,000 for a single person, or
£650,000 for a married couple. But the addition
of a new “family home allowance”, worth
£175,000 per person, means that couples may
soon be able to pass on a £1m property tax-free.

About time too, said The Times. This proposal
enjoys such widespread support that when
George Osborne first mooted it, in opposition, it
scared Gordon Brown out of calling an election.
The Tories subsequently included the plan in
their 2010 manifesto, only for the Lib Dems to
veto it. But now the Tories are at last in a
position to put it into action. House price

inflation means that ever more family homes are
attracting “punitive” death duties (nearly
400,000 homes in the UK are worth £1m or
more). Most people buy family homes using
income that has already been taxed. They then
pay a big whack of stamp duty, followed by
regular payments of council tax. And then, when
they die, the state demands death duties on the
house too. It’s not right. “A home that you can
own and pass on to your children is a just
reward for an industrious life.”

That’s one way of looking at it, said Janan
Ganesh in the FT. Another way would be to say
that someone who has had the “dumb luck” to
inherit a million pounds has done absolutely
nothing to deserve it. So why should they get
their windfall tax-free when someone who risks
their savings to set up a successful company,
and then sells it, would be taxed on the capital
gain? “Bequests of capital give privileged
children, however gormless and mediocre, a
crushing advantage”, helping sustain a self-
perpetuating “ossified upper middle class”. If
the Tories are serious about wanting to be a
party of opportunity and of hardworking
people, they can’t oppose IHT. They have to
start discriminating, “proudly, between those
who earn their money and those who fluke
their way into it”.

Inheritance tax cuts: a sop to the privileged?

“Booing swept the auditorium”

Damon Albarn really loves
his job. The British singer
appeared at the Roskilde
festival in Denmark this
weekend with one of his
musical collaborations,
Africa Express – and
enjoyed the experience so
much he refused to stop
playing. After five hours on
stage, the 47-year-old
played The Clash’s Should
I Stay or Should I Go? The
audience begged him to
stay, but by that time it was
four in the morning, and the
festival’s organisers had lost
patience. A burly security
officer hoisted Albarn over
his shoulder and marched
him off stage (pictured).

Frank Sinatra loathed
journalists – with one
exception. In 1988, Sandra
White, then an undercover
reporter for the Daily Mirror,
managed to inveigle her
way into a charity dinner
hosted by Ol’ Blue Eyes. She
found herself sitting next to
Sinatra, who took a shine to
the “ordinary mum from
Sevenoaks”, as she
described herself. The pair
stayed up all night, drinking
the Italian liqueur Strega
and chatting. Among other
scoops, Sinatra revealed
that he loved playing with
model trains. There was just
one problem: White had no
notebook in which to record
their conversation. “Every
anecdote sent me to the
ladies,” she recalls in a new
memoir. “I tried writing on
toilet paper but it kept
tearing.” So she resorted
to writing on her thighs.
“I scribbled quote after
quote above my stocking
tops. I fell into a bizarre
routine: Strega, anecdote,
toilet, write on thighs.
Strega, anecdote, toilet,
write on thighs. The other
guests probably thought
I had bladder problems.”
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Islamic State: what’s in a name?

“If you can’t explain it to
a six-year-old, you don’t
understand it yourself.”
Einstein, quoted in

The Observer

“Inside every old person is
a young person wondering
what happened.”

Terry Pratchett, quoted in
The Times

“Too many people spend
money they haven’t earned
to buy things they don’t
want to impress people
they don’t like.”

Will Rogers, quoted in the
Las Vegas Review-Journal

“True terror is to wake up
one morning and realise that
your high school class is
running the country.”
Kurt Vonnegut, quoted

on NJ.com

“Childhood has no
forebodings; but then, it
is soothed by no memories
of outlived sorrow.”

George Eliot, quoted in
The Times

“An invasion of armies can
be resisted, but not an idea
whose time has come.”

Victor Hugo, quoted in the
Daily Star (Lebanon)

“Put a thief among honest
men and they will eventually
relieve him of his watch.”
Novelist Flann O’Brien,

quoted in Forbes

“The war against
intelligence is always
waged in the name of
common sense.”

Roland Barthes, quoted on
The Browser

“People who love reading
are often called

bookworms – but that’s
the wrong way around. It’s
not you that worms into the
book, but the book that
worms into you.”
Amanda Craig, in
The Independent

Instantly recognisable in her
turbans and colourful robes,
Camila Batmanghelidjh is far
from your “typical Whitehall
apparatchik”, said Ellen E.
Jones in The Independent on
Sunday. Yet since founding her
charity, Kids Company, nearly
20 years ago, she has been
doing theGovernment’s job for
it: hugging hoodies, in David
Cameron’s infamous words –
or, more specifically, providing
food, shelter and emotional
support to tens of thousands
of disadvantaged children,
many of whom have been
traumatised or brutalised by
horrendous levels of abuse and
neglect.Now, however, ministers are threatening
to stop funding the charity, unless its charismatic
founder steps down from day-to-day control.
Batmanghelidjh denies suggestions of financial
mismanagement at Kids Company. She says she
is being punished for speaking out against the
child protection system. The Government’s gall
is shocking: first it neglects its responsibilities,
then it undermines the charities that step in to
pick up the slack.

Batmanghelidjh is a truly remarkable woman,
said Richard Pendlebury in the DailyMail. Born
in Iran but educated in England, she has spent
the past 20 years going into battle on behalf of
the children society has failed. In the process, she
has become a powerful figure in her own right,

with a host of high-profile
supporters: Samantha
Cameron has declared herself
a fan, while donors range from
Credit Suisse to J.K. Rowling
and Coldplay (the band has
given £8m). But behind the
scenes, concerns about the
way she runs the charity have
been growing for years, said
Jamie Doward in The
Observer: her critics say she
has made it her own personal
fiefdom, and that staff either
“drink the Kool Aid”, or move
on. Four directors recently
resigned; and there have been
worrying reports of staff
attracting troubled youths to

the centre by handing out envelopes full of cash.

There is a lot about Kids Company that doesn’t
add up, said Camilla Long in The Sunday Times.
Visiting its centres, I found loads of staff milling
around – 73% of its budget goes on its 650
employees, 130 of whom are in its therapy
programme – but hardly any children. I couldn’t
make sense of its claim to serve 3,000 meals a
week, and Batmanghelidjh couldn’t give me any
breakdown of the figures. I don’t doubt her
good intentions, but she is “completely chaotic”
and her methods are eccentric. A charity sucking
up £23m a year in funding – £4m from the
taxpayer – must be accountable: it cannot be run
according to one woman’s “fantasies” like some
“hippie-dippy version of Google”.

Kids Company: a charity in “chaos”

At last, said Rod Liddle in
The Spectator, Britain’s
politicians have come up
with a “strong and
forthright” response to
Islamist terrorism. Their
plan? To tinker with the
wording of news reports on
the subject. A group of 120
MPs wrote to the BBC last
week asking it to drop the
term “Islamic State”, on
the grounds that it is offensive to moderate
Muslims. TheMPs suggested replacing it with
the Arabic acronym Daesh, which has the
double advantage of being derogatory (it sounds
like an Arabic word meaning “one who crushes
something underfoot”), and not having the word
Islam in it. But the BBC’s director general, Lord
Hall, refused, arguing that using a “pejorative”
term to describe the terrorist group might
compromise the BBC’s “impartiality”. Although
his reasoning may be ludicrous, it’s the right
decision. Like it or not, the group calls itself
Islamic State. That is its name. It is not the job
of journalists, or politicians, to rewrite any title
that “offends our sensibilities”.

Yet names do matter, said BenMacintyre in The
Times. Throughout history, they have been used

as “tools of annexation” by
conquering forces. (The
British, to take just one
example, renamedMount
Everest after the 19th
century surveyor-general of
India.) Conversely, rejecting
imperial nomenclature –
switching from Bombay to
Mumbai, say – is seen as a
gesture of liberation. Islamic
State certainly recognises the

importance of a resonant name: originally called
TheOrganisation ofMonotheism and Jihad, it
went through at least five incarnations before
settling on its current title. It was an “inspired”
choice, combining “adjective and noun, place
and idea, religious and political”. It is also, as
David Cameron said this week, factually
incorrect – Islamic State being neither Islamic, in
the eyes of manyMuslims, nor a legitimate state.

I have a proposal, saidMichael Deacon in The
Daily Telegraph. Let’s call it “The So-Called
Islamic-But-Not-Truly-Islamic State-But-Not-
Truly-a-State.Or TSCIBNTISBNTAS for short.”
And then, once we’ve settled on a name we all
feel comfortable with, perhaps we can get on
with the more pressing debate: whether to
“bomb TSCIBNTISBNTAS in Syria”.

MPs want the BBC to call the IslamistsDaesh

Statistic of the week
Wimbledon ball girls run
7,100 steps during every two
hours on court – just 1,628
fewer than the tennis players.

The Daily Telegraph

Batmanghelidjh: told to step down

Wit &
Wisdom
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Sport

Formula One Lewis Hamilton
won a rain-affected British
Grand Prix, beating Nico
Rosberg and Sebastian Vettel.
Cricket Days before the first
Ashes Test,which began on
Wednesday, Australian fast
bowler Ryan Harris
unexpectedly retired from
international cricket because
of a knee injury.
Golf RoryMcIlroy is a serious
doubt for nextweek’s Open at
St Andrews, after rupturing
an ankle ligament playing
footballwith friends.
Football Hosts Chile beat
Argentina on penalties in
the Copa América final.

“Is Rafael Nadal finished at the highest level?” asked
Kevin Mitchell in The Guardian. The Spaniard’s
shock second-round defeat at Wimbledon last week
came at the hands of Dustin Brown, a dreadlock-
sporting 30-year-old qualifier “who used to travel
from tournament to tournament in a van”. Granted,
Brown produced some astonishing tennis for some-
one ranked 102nd in the world – especially given the
German-Jamaican journeyman had never previously
beaten a seed in a Grand Slam. But this was Nadal’s
fourth consecutive “shock” defeat at SW19. In 2012,
he lost to Lukáš Rosol (then ranked 100); in 2013 it
was Steve Darcis (then 135); last year it was Nick
Kyrgios (then 144). After six months out last year
with a wrist injury and an appendix operation, Nadal
– still only 29 – “looks a spent force”.

“It was in the demise of that once-wonderful forehand that the
passing years were most clearly visible,” said Tom Fordyce on
BBC Sport online. Nadal’s forehand used to be “a weapon that
could dismantle the best and intimidate the pretenders”. Yet
against Brown, the stroke was a hindrance: repeatedly mistimed,
misplaced, or both. Nadal’s problems aren’t limited to the grass of
Wimbledon, either. In January, he slumped out of the Qatar Open
in the first round, before losing in the Australian Open quarter-
final to Tomáš Berdych – a player he’d beaten in every one of

their previous 17 meetings. “More tellingly, the King
of Clay went through the entire season on his
favourite surface without a single tournament win.”
One of Nadal’s big problems is his body, said Rick
Broadbent in The Times. The 14-time slam champion
has “knees of jelly”, and while he insists his
tendonitis hasn’t been an issue since 2013, “the toll
of his relentless brand of tennis may be catching up
with him”. Some pundits, including John McEnroe,
suggest it’s time he replaced his long-time coach, his
uncle Toni; others believe he needs to adapt his style.
Whatever the issue, Nadal’s early Wimbledon exit
“leaves an all-time great at the crossroads”.

Elsewhere at Wimbledon, it was an excellent
tournament for British underdogs, said Simon Briggs

in The Daily Telegraph. First, 23-year-old Heather Watson came
within just two points of knocking out Serena Williams in the
third round, in what would have been “the greatest upset by a
British player in the history of this tournament”. Then fellow Brit
James Ward took Canadian Vasek Pospisil – a player ranked
more than 50 places above him – to five sets in his own third-
round tie. Many countries wouldn’t celebrate plucky third-round
defeats with such vigour, but in a decade in which British
wildcards at Wimbledon have lost 92% of their matches, “we
should take encouragement anywhere we find it”.

Tennis: is Nadal a “spent force”?

The Tour de France, which began on Saturday,
is “one of the world’s greatest annual sporting
spectacles”, said ESPN. Yet while everyone
knows the Grand Boucle is brutally tough
(2,087 miles, over 21 stages), only cycling
diehards seem to understand the race. So here’s
the lowdown. Each of the 22 teams consists of
one leader and eight “domestiques” who ride in
front of the main man, allowing him to conserve
energy in their slipstream. While many of the
leaders, including British favourite Chris
Froome, chase the famous yellow jersey for the fastest overall
time, some want the green jersey, which is for points won with
stage wins and mid-race sprints. Other jersey colours up for grabs
include polka dot, for the King of the Mountains, and white, for
the fastest under-26 rider.

To do well in the Tour, you need to be “solid in all areas”, said
Tejay van Garderen, the BMC Racing Team’s leader, on The

Players’ Tribune site. Some stages are time trials,
in which you race against the clock. Others have
multiple sections on cobblestones, where crashes
are all but expected. Then, of course, you have
to “climb mountains”, both in the Alps and
Pyrenees. These are the rides that sort the men
from the boys: the Tour’s most famous stage,
the Alpe d’Huez, involves a leg-burning 8.6-mile
climb at an 8.1% gradient. And if the ascents
are painful, the descents are terrifying: riders
hurtle down at speeds of up to 75mph.

For cyclists, “crashes are part of the job”, said Peter Walker in
The Guardian. On Monday, Swiss rider Fabian Cancellara broke
two vertebrae in a 47mph collision, yet still rode the last 30 miles
of the stage. US rider Tyler Hamilton came second in the 2002
Giro d’Italia, despite having fractured his shoulder. During the
race he ground his teeth in pain “so much he later had to have 11
of them capped or replaced”.

The Tour de France: a bluffer’s guide

Nadal: “knees of jelly”

Commentary box

Froome in the yellow jersey

Sporting headlines
The new McEnroe
When John McEnroe suggested
recently that “real characters have
become an endangered species in
tennis”, he clearly did not have
20-year-old Australian Nick Kyrgios
in mind, says Tim Lewis in The
Observer. The antics of the 26th
seed have certainly enlivened this
year’s Wimbledon. In his first-round
match he got into trouble for
shouting “dirty scum” in self-
admonishment. In his third-round
win over seventh seed Milos Raonic, he “threw
his racquet down so violently that it bounced
up and landed five rows back in the first tier of
the stands”. And in his fourth-round loss to
Richard Gasquet, Kyrgios had several
argumentswith the umpire, hugged a ballboy
and bounced his racquet into the crowd. “I feel

you should express yourself,” he
said. “You know, it’s a sport.” Music
to McEnroe’s ears.

Lionesses’ successes
It’s hard to think of a cruellerway to
exit a World Cup, said Jonathan
Northcroft in The Sunday Times.
Two minutes into injury-time of
England’s semi-final against Japan
lastweek, defender Laura Bassett
lunged to intercept a cross – only to
deflect the ball over her own keeper,

gifting their opponents a 2-1win. Thankfully,
Bassett’s tearswere “wiped away” in the third-
place play-off,when the Lionesseswon 1-0
against Germany – a team they’d lost to in 20
previous attempts. But, of course, nothing could
make up for missing out on Sunday’s final, in
which the US demolished Japan 5-2.

Bassett: a costly lunge
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Juncker is a bully
To The Guardian
Rafael Behr is right that
Greece’s tragedy does not
invalidate the case for the EU.
But he is too kind to Europe’s
leaders, who display precious
little humility or respect for
national feeling. As well as
demanding payments that
Greece cannot possibly make,
and seeking remedies that will
further weaken its economy,
they are causing huge
suffering to many of their
fellow Europeans.
Their behaviour is not only

stupid, it is also immoral. So
there is a morality tale here,
and you do not have to be
either a UKIP supporter or a
member of the “hard-left” to
feel distaste for the bullying,
supercilious approach of Jean-
Claude Juncker et al. The
“Yes” campaign in Britain’s
EU referendum may well
achieve a reluctant acceptance
that staying in is better than
getting out. But after the EU’s
desperate mishandling of the
Greek crisis, it is very hard to
feel much enthusiasm for
what used to be called the
European project.
Shaun Spiers, Labour and
Co-operative MEP 1994-99

Going to war against Isis
To The Times
The assertion by Roger Boyes
that Britain is now properly
at war with Isis, and that
Britain and its allies should
“get serious about beating
Isis on the battlefield”,
might catch the current mood
in the aftermath of the
Tunisian atrocities. But, as
Carl von Clausewitz noted,
wars are not merely acts of
policy but “a true political
instrument”; and a relevant
question to ask is what
political objective for the UK
might be expressed in this
war? Defeat of Isis and a return
to the status quo before the
war – but whose status quo,
exactly? An interventionist
construction of a new order –
but whose order?
Perhaps before embarking

on another war we should
seriously explore what our
national interests and
capacities are, and particularly
how those interests might be
advanced by engagement in
hostilities.Once we have
established what our political

objectives are to best serve our
national interest, we will have
some basis for policy choices.
I see very little evidence of this
at the moment.
Max Taylor, visiting professor,
department of security and
crime sciences, UCL

Making opera “modern”
To The Guardian
Edith Evans once said in an
interview: “There is nothing
that kills Shakespeare so
much as a young director
with ideas.”
The violent rape scene in

Covent Garden’s production of
Rossini’sWilliam Tell is the
latest in a long history of
directors using “ideas” to force
audiences into a more
meaningful engagement with
opera. I would probably have
walked out myself, as I did in
the 1980s from ENO’s
grotesque Tristan.
The basic problem with this

sort of radical re-imagining of
classical opera is that you can’t
change the music or the singing
to match the new concept. If
you wantHamlet to seem like
a violent cockney gang leader,
you can at least get him to talk
like that. But you can’t get
classically trained opera singers
to sound like anything but
opera singers when they
perform Rossini, any more

than you can get the music
itself to sound crudely
horrifying. Amodern
composer might well write
music that directly reflects the
brutality of war, in which case
the staging and singing could
match it.
But the most unfortunate

result of these conflicts
between 19th century music
and radical modern ideas of
staging is not that the audience
is shocked, but that great
music is made to sound old-
fashioned and ridiculous.
Robert Philip, Edinburgh

Close Heathrow
To The Sunday Times
Nobody today would
contemplate putting
London’s main airport
where it is to blight the
lives of millions with
noise, congestion and
pollution, but its
supporters claim that –
like the banks – it is now
too important to fail and
so must remain, and even
be expanded. This just
piles new error on old
and makes the argument
of the “pro” camp self-
perpetuating; if it is hard
to relocate today, growth
only makes it more
difficult tomorrow.
Heathrow was a

mistake 50 years ago; it still
is. It is time to put that right
by firewalling and then
winding down this toxic
asset, in favour of a new,
sustainable airport.
Victor Launert, Matlock
Bath, Derbyshire

Tax our £1m homes
To The Times
Contrary to the impression
given by the PrimeMinister
and Chancellor, the vast
majority of elderly people who
now live in “ordinary houses”
valued at more than £1m will
owe that wealth less to
mortgage payments from their
“hard-earned” after-tax
income, than to the relentless
inflation in house prices over
the past 40 years.
Many of us, even outside

London, have seen our house
values increase more than a
hundredfold over that period –
due not to our efforts but to
the unearned effects of house-
price inflation coupled with the
failure to build enough houses.
As such, it seems entirely

fair for society at large,
especially the less-fortunate
younger generation, to have
a share in that appreciation
through increased tax
revenues to reduce the deficit –
either through inheritance tax
or by taxing at least some of
the capital gains on the sale of
high-value houses.
The Government’s current

proposal seems to benefit
disproportionately the children
of the already comfortably
off and does nothing to help
the majority.
Peter MacKay, Kincraig,
Inverness-shire
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“Hello, luv, I’m at Gas Mark 8,
for 35 minutes”

● Letters have been edited

The real threat to the Union
To The Times
The outrage of the SNP and Labour in relation to the
proposals for English votes for English laws is hypocritical.
For many years these, and other, parties have supported the
devolution of powers to Scotland, Wales and Northern
Ireland. Yet when an extremely modest form of devolution is
proposed for England (for that is essentially what giving
England’sMPs the final say over English laws amounts to),
the Government is accused of risking the Union. Why
should the citizens of the other three nations of the UK be
allowed devolution, but not England? Why does allowing
devolution to the former strengthen the Union, but giving it
to the latter threaten it?
Complaints that the new arrangements will lead to two

classes ofMPs miss the point, which is that under the current
arrangements there are already two classes of citizens: those in
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland with devolution, who
have exclusive control over their own devolved affairs such as
health and education, but who also have a say through their
MPs in the running of health and education in England; and
those in England, who have no say on devolved matters in the
other three nations and do not even have exclusive control of
their own affairs. Not redressing this imbalance is surely a
greater threat to the Union than introducing the modest
proposals that the Government has brought forward.
Andrew Warnock, QC, London
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“About three-quarters of the way
through his compendious and thoughtful
book, FrankMcLynn pauses to wonder
whether Genghis Khan might ever have
considered calling a halt to his
invasions,” said LucyHughes-Hallett in the New Statesman. But
what, then, would have become of his followers, “who lived by
pillaging the lands they conquered”? Given the hardship of their
lives on the Mongolian steppe, would they have returned home?
“And what, for that matter, did ‘home’ mean to people so
relentlessly mobile that they reckoned each man needed five
horses if he was to live well?” Like sharks,McLynn writes, the
Mongols could not but advance. Genghis, named Temüjin at his
birth, in 1162, demonstrated “his ferocity and his resourceful-
ness” early in life. When a half-brother ate a fish he had caught,
he killed him. As a teenager, he survived abduction by a rival clan,
and led his own raiding parties.Hearing tales of Chinese power,
he asked why they bothered to trade. “Why not take by force
whatever they wanted?” Fifty years later, still not seeing the point
of peaceful coexistence, he would make himselfmaster of Asia.

By 1186, Genghis had been elected
khan of his Borjigid clan thanks to his
prowess as a warrior, said Justin
Marozzi in The Sunday Times.Military
success, and booty, brought him an ever-
growing army, and in 1206 he was
chosen as supreme Mongol ruler, and
given the title Genghis Khan (Universal
Ruler). In 1211, at the head of an army
of 110,000, he invaded Jin China – a
campaign that would last for decades.
The fall of Peking, in 1215, “was
accompanied by horrors that would
become Genghis’s battlefield signature:

tens of thousands raped and murdered, palaces, temples and
buildings torn down and torched”. The figures are unreliable, but
30 million people are estimated to have been killed.Meanwhile,
the Mongol empire expanded westwards in the 1220s, in “an
orgy of bloodshed, rape and plunder”, into central Asia, Persia
and the Caucasus.
Genghis is too often presented as “a one-dimensional

barbarian”, said Gerard DeGroot in The Times.McLynn shows
that beneath the cruelty and violence – the “militarised hedonism”
– there “lurked a highly efficient administrator who turned a
chaotic collection of nomadic tribes into something resembling a
modern state”. Though a bloody tyrant, he respected the law, and
favoured religious toleration. “McLynn has carefully synthesised
the work of hundreds of scholars to create a sensitive and
immensely detailed portrait of an extraordinary leader.”

Genghis Khan
by Frank McLynn
Bodley Head 648pp £25
The Week bookshop £21 (incl. p&p)

Review of reviews: Books

Book of the week

“You will remember ‘Je Suis Charlie’, I
daresay,” said Rod Liddle in The Sunday Times.
You will remember the 44 world leaders
walking down Boulevard Voltaire in Paris. And
you may also remember a lot of people saying:
“I believe in free speech, but...” This “superb
book” is about “those ‘buts’, those relentlessly
multiplying buts”: the qualifications to freedom
of speech that seem to increase daily, owing to
our fear that people will take offence.

This is “a passionate and timely polemic”,
said Francis Wheen in The Mail on Sunday.
There aremore people being jailed and arrested
in Britain today for what they think and say
than at any time since the 18th century; there
are around 25,000 criminal proceedings every
year for “speech offences”, usually “threatening
or abusive” words online. Universities prevent
speakers with “unacceptable” views from being
heard. “Trigger warnings” are posted at the
start of articles, to warn people that they may
be offended by what follows. The flaw of this
book, saidHugo Rifkind in The Times, is that it
hardly seems to distinguish between official
censorship and merely being told on air, in
print, or on Twitter, that “you can’t say that” –
which is quite different.Otherwise, it is an
excellent guide to the “frontiers” of free speech.

Trigger Warning
by Mick Hume
William Collins 320pp £12.99
The Week bookshop £10.99 (incl. p&p)

To order these titles at the above discounts, or any other book in print,
visit the online bookshop atwww.theweek.co.uk/bookshop, or tel 0843-060 0020. Free p&p for UK customers.

For p&p in Europe, add 20% of the cost of the order, and 35% in the rest of the world.

Novel of the week
Grey
by E.L. James
Arrow 576pp £7.99

The Week bookshop £7.59 (incl. p&p)

“What do women want?” That, according to
Freud, was “the great question that has never
been answered”, said Christina Patterson in
The Sunday Times. But in recent years a
former TV executive called E.L. James seems to
have solved the puzzle, with her book Fifty
Shades of Grey and its sequels. “What women
want is thousands of pages of barely literate prose. What they also want,
apparently, is pompous billionaires who can’t see a pretty young woman without
wanting to hang her from a ceiling, lash her with a horsewhip and stuff her with a
butt plug.” After amassing sales of 125million, you can’t really blame James for
returning to her S&M theme.Her latest book,Grey, is really a rehash of the first,
but retold from the perspective of the aforesaid pompous billionaire, Christian
Grey, rather than the heroine Anastasia Steele. “The result... is a cut-and-paste
job, in which nearly all the dialogue has appeared before.” It is “so perfunctory,
so mechanical”, that it “makes Fifty Shades of Grey look likeWar and Peace”.
I thought the first novel was “fun”, said Jenny Colgan in The Guardian. This

one, though, is “creepy beyond belief”. “It is most reminiscent of those thrillers
that open from the point of view of the heavy-breathing murderer stalking his
prey.” When Christian first meets Anastasia, he runs a background check on her;
then he uses the dark net to pinpoint her location and track her down.Obviously,
the writing is awful, said Bryony Gordon in The Daily Telegraph, but it’s not the
most offensive thing. Christian, rich though he is, is a “desperate sexual
predator”. This, it seems, “is the best the 21st century can come up with in terms
of romantic literary heroes – a cut-price Mr Darcy in nipple clamps”.
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Drama

Theatre

The Importance
of Being Earnest

Playwright: Oscar Wilde
Director: Adrian Noble

Vaudeville Theatre,
London WC2
(0844-482 9675)

Running time:
2hrs 20mins

(including interval)

★★★

Musical

wonder.land

Music: Damon Albarn
Book and lyrics:
Moira Buffini

Director: Rufus Norris

Palace Theatre,
Manchester

(0844-871 7654)

Running time:
2hrs 20mins

(including interval)

★★

If you thought David Suchet’s
performance as the “mincing,
moustache-smoothing” Poirot
was a trifle camp, wait till you
see him as Lady Bracknell, said
Quentin Letts in the DailyMail.
Yes, one of “England’s great
actors” is “hamming it up
cheerfully” as Aunt Augusta,
OscarWilde’s “terrifying
combination of Cleopatra and
Hyacinth Bucket”. As Lady B,
Suchet does “not so much enter
a room as occupy it totally”,
said Michael Billington in The
Guardian. It’s a “majestically
funny” performance, full of
unexpected nuances and
emphases. And this is a “highly
entertaining” show, in which all
the actors take pains to give us “real people
instead of epigram-spouting puppets”.
I’ve never seen Lady Bracknell played with

“amore formidable poised ferocity, nor heard
her ex cathedra utterances delivered with such
swooping dogmatism”, said Paul Taylor in The
Independent. There are some delicious touches,
such as the “slow,menacing flourish” with
which she produces a little notebook before
grilling her daughter’s suitor. And having a
“transvestite Bracknell redoubles the sense that
she is another impostor in a comedy full of
pretence, alter egos and alibis”. Suchet is
brilliant alright, said Dominic Cavendish in
The Daily Telegraph.His Lady B is “snooty

imperiousness personified”.
Trouble is, too many of the other
performances “land with a reppy
thud” –making the evening
overall “asmuch a trial as poor
Oscar’s courtroom ordeals”.
On the contrary, said Dominic

Maxwell in The Times, it’s the
Bracknell-free second act that is
the “all-out joy” of this evening.
Imogen Doel and Emily Barber
“clash exquisitely” as “childlike
ingénue” Cecily and “hard-
posing city-girl Gwendolen”–
“brilliant, contrasting perform-
ances” that deliver “gloriously
revved-up comedy”. Forme the
“unexpected heroes” of the night
are Michele Dotrice asMiss
Prism and Richard O’Callaghan

as the “life-soiled vicar” Chasuble, said Alex-
andra Coghlan on TheArtsDesk.com.Quivering
with girlish passion, Dotrice “balances comedy
with a startling pathos”. Suchet is the star, but
this is a sparkling ensemble success.

The event that kicks off the
Manchester International Festival
this year is amodern spin on
Alice in Wonderland, created by
Damon Albarn and writerMoira
Buffini. Troubled teen Aly
(“played with aplomb” by Lois
Chimimba) escapes from her grim
home life and the school bullies
not by heading down a rabbit
hole, but via an online quest game
called wonder.land. There she
creates a “Barbie-perfect” blonde
avatar, Alice (played by Rosalie
Craig), who goes on to meet the
White Rabbit, the Caterpillar and
the other original Lewis Carroll
characters. It’s a nice idea, said
Dominic Maxwell in The Times,
but on stage it falters. The
parallels are too “laborious”, Albarn’s songs are
merelyOK, and the whole thing feels like a
“lavishly staged, beautifully played first draft”.
The “ingenious conceit” doesn’t live up to its

promise, agreed Paul Vallely in The Independent.
The show, which heads to the National Theatre
in the autumn, boasts fantastic sets by Rae
Smith; “slick and pacy” direction by Rufus
Norris; and strong performances from Anna
Francolini as Aly’s villainous “Red Queen” head
teacher, Sam Archer and SamMackay as the
Tweedledum and Tweedledee, and Chimimba
herself.What lets it down are the “predictable”
script and score, which lack the “deeper darker

dimension” this show “promised
and needs”.
Albarn’s score is “pleasant

enough”, said Stephen Dalton in
The Hollywood Reporter: it has
plenty of the cockney andmusic-
hall influences familiar to fans of
his band, Blur. But the “snappy
motifs and instant earworm
choruses that define classic stage
musicals elude him”. The show’s
greatest weakness, however, is
the “verbose and witless” lyrics
of first-time librettist Buffini. This
is a production that offers a “full
arsenal of high-tech razzle-
dazzle” – full marks to designer
Smith and to the digital
projection team 59 Productions
for their brilliant 3D animations,

“shape-shifting sets” and “eye-popping outfits”.
But none of that is enough to compensate for the
“thinly written characters, incoherent plot and
tritemessage about being true to your real self”.

Stars reflect the overall quality of reviews and our own independent assessment (4 stars=don’t miss; 1 star=don’t bother)

Craig as the avatar, Alice

Suchet: “majestically funny”

The week’s other opening
The Trial Young Vic, London SE1 (020-7922
2922). Until 22 August
In this “unsparingly weird” adaptation of Kafka,
Richard Jones keeps actors and audience alike
under “an unrelenting glare of lights” for two
hours. The director is attempting to ramp up
our “unease”; instead, he “simply grinds down
our capacity for compassion” (Sunday Times).

CD of the week
Ezra Furman: Perpetual Motion People
Bella Union £11.99
Furman’s exploration of his shifting gender
identity finds expression in this “retro bluster
of rock, blues, skiffle and folk”. It is “deeply
moving… a work of rare honesty, beauty and
exhilarating bravery” (Sunday Times).
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Film
One of the strengths of this “brilliant” documentary
about the troubled jazz singer AmyWinehouse is that
it doesn’t offer “simple-minded” theories about what
caused her tragically early death at the age of 27, said
GeoffreyMacnab in The Independent.Her parents’
separation; the neglect of her father,Mitch (“My dad
was never there,” she says of her childhood); her drug
addiction; the “wayward” influence of her
ex-husband Blake Fielder-Civil (who introduced her
to hard drugs) – all were factors, but none was solely
responsible. As in his acclaimed film Senna, director
Asif Kapadia combines rare TV footage with
startlingly intimate home videos to reveal a side to his subject that most of us never knew, said Andy
Lea in the Daily Star. The scene of Winehouse pretending to be a Spanish maid as she shows a friend
around her flat inMalaga is particularly endearing; it also reveals she had a major talent for comedy.
In a “miracle of editing”, Kapadia blends these fragments into a “powerfully compelling narrative”,
said Deborah Ross in The Spectator. “We know what will happen, yet it still plays out suspensefully,
like a thriller.” The final deterioration of this phenomenally gifted performer is “heartbreaking”.

Amy
Dir: Asif Kapadia
2hrs 8mins (15)

The decline and fall of
a jazz singer

★★★★

The original sci-fi movie Terminator, in which Arnold
Schwarzenegger played the remorseless cyborg of the
title, was a “blast”, said David Sexton in the London
Evening Standard. Its 1991 sequel also had its fans
(including the novelist Kingsley Amis, who hailed it
as “a flawless masterpiece”). In Terminator Genisys,
Arnie, now 67, returns in the role of an ageing cyborg
intent on proving that he is “old, not obsolete”.He
doesn’t disappoint. Arnie may be good value, but the
rest of the film is boring, badly made and, worst of
all, incomprehensible, said KateMuir in The Times.
From an apocalyptic future, in which humans battle
with robots, a warrior (Jai Courtney) is sent back in time to save the mother of a rebel hero (Emilia
Clarke) from being murdered by an evil robot (played, courtesy of CGI, by a young Arnie), only to
find she’s already under the protection of… “Oh, frankly, who cares?” Terminator Genisys, with its
“fantastically irritating” misspelt title, is “entirely lacking in ingenuity or humour”, agreed Peter
Bradshaw in The Guardian. It left me in a “state of paralisys”.

Terminator
Genisys

Dir: Alan Taylor
2hrs 6mins (12A)

Arnie’s back... again

★

The firstMagic Mike film ended with the hero
(Channing Tatum) rejecting life as a male stripper and
becoming a carpenter. In this sequel, he decides to
rejoin his former colleagues for one last hurrah and
they set off on a road trip to attend a South Carolina
strippers convention. The innocent-looking Tatum
once worked as a stripper in real life, said Libby
Purves in the DailyMail, and Imust say I found him
“very watchable”. The film also boasts “fantastic”
dance sequences and a surprisingly tolerable cameo
from AndieMacDowell as a predatory southern belle.
I wasn’t sure I could cope with two hours of
“pulsating thighs and thrashing jockstraps”, said Camilla Long in The Sunday Times. “Turns out I
absolutely could.” The film is both “ridiculously over the top” and thoroughly entertaining. I found
it all pretty “insubstantial”, saidMark Kermode in The Observer. The original film had “edge”, but
here character plays “second G-string to choreography and costume”.

Magic Mike XXL
Dir: Gregory Jacobs
1hr 55mins (15)

A busload of male strippers
head south

★★★

Still Alice (12A) ★★★
One day, in the middle of
delivering a lecture, a 50-year-
old university professor finds
she can’t remember the word
“lexicon”. It turns out to be
the first symptom in what is
eventually diagnosed as early
onset Alzheimer’s disease.
Julianne Moore deservedly
won an Oscar for her heart-
breaking portrayal of the
brilliant professor’s decline.
She’s backed by terrific
performances from Alec
Baldwin and Kristen Stewart
as her husband and daughter.
But it’s Moore’s show.

Out on DVD

Have you noticed, asks Terrence
Rafferty in The Atlantic, how almost
every meaty screen role these days
seems to get snapped up by a British
actor? Even if the movie is about a
national icon – Abraham Lincoln, say,
or Martin Luther King – it’s still a Brit
who gets to play them. It’s even more
glaring on TV, where every other
series seems to be he headed by a
Brit: Matthew Rhys in The Americans,
Charlie Cox in Daredevil, Damian
Lewis in Homeland, to name but three.
Figures from the US Department of Homeland
Security showed a 500% increase last year in
the number of British actors and directors
receiving visas to work in the US. It’s a trend
that Hollywood star Michael Douglas calls “a

little crisis“ for American actors, and at
the very least it’s “embarrassing”.
One reason, said Kevin Maher in The

Times, is that British drama schools like
Rada are particularly good at preparing
actors for the complex, nuanced roles
that the increasingly sophisticated
medium of US TV drama demands.
American actors don’t tend to get the
same level of training. It also helps,
said Rafferty, that Brits have suddenly,
almost inexplicably, learnt to do US
accents. Compare Laurence Olivier’s

dreadful Midwestern brogue in 1978 film The
Betsywith the American characters played by
Welshman Michael Sheen inMasters of Sex or
Scotsman Alan Cumming in The Good Wife.
Their accents are “eerily undetectable”.

How British actors conquered Hollywood

Sheen: good accent
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Jackson Pollock achieved a
“remarkable amount in a short
artistic career”, said Alastair Smart
in The Daily Telegraph. By the age
of 38, in 1950, he was at the height
of his success. He had beaten the
alcoholism that had dogged his
adult life, and “turned centuries of
Western artistic tradition on its
head”. His vibrant “drip” paintings,
created by splashing paint on a
canvas, had won over critics and the
public alike: in 1949, Life Magazine
had named him “the greatest living
painter in the United States”. But his
“glory period” was short-lived: by
the following year he had started
drinking heavily again, and abruptly
changed his style. Gone were the
vibrant colours of old, replaced by
thick black enamel paint; where his
most famous works were entirely
abstract, here figures tentatively
started to appear. The new style
shocked his fans, and Pollock went
into a downward spiral. He died in
a car crash six years later, drunk at
the wheel. Ever since, his “Black
Paintings” have been considered
inferior “exercises in gloom”. Now,
a new show at Tate Liverpool has
brought together 22 of these
paintings – the largest number ever
displayed in one place. The result is “revelatory”.

The black-and-white paintings are clearly the work of a man in
a “swamp of self-destruction”, said Jonathan Jones in The

Guardian. These paintings, with
their “distorted faces, floating
breasts”, their “anguished
confrontation of male and female
bodies”, tell of “a terrible crisis in
his life”. What the exhibition
reveals, however, “is that they also
happen to be absolutely terrific
paintings, great shattered ruins as
wondrous as lost cities”. Tate
Liverpool’s show is “important, in
fact revolutionary”.

I’m not convinced, said Waldemar
Januszczak in The Sunday Times.
At the start of the show, we see a
handful of the “dense and delirious”
full-colour paintings that had made
Pollock famous. They “sent me
reeling”.Number 3, 1949: Tiger is
“worth the admission charge on its
own”. Unfortunately, nearly all of
the black-and-white works look
“austere, problematic and, frankly,
dull” by comparison. They are
evidence of a “dodgy period” in
Pollock’s development, as he
struggled to incorporate both
“abstraction and figuration” into
his work. But by 1953 it suddenly
looked as if he had cracked the
problem: paintings such as Portrait
and a Dream are “as delicately

mysterious” as Pollock ever produced. On the evidence here, it
seemed he was “set to achieve marvellous things again”. Sadly,
his drinking was so bad that he soon ceased to work altogether.
“All these struggles led nowhere.”

Exhibition of the week Jackson Pollock: Blind Spots
Tate Liverpool (0151-702 7400, www.tate.org.uk/visit/tate-liverpool). Until 18 October

For the past few years, Berlin-based
artist Youki Hirakawa has been
trawling the markets of the city for
19th and early 20th century
photographic portraits. The style of
these postcard-sized images is
immediately familiar: the subjects,
dressed in their Sunday best, stare out
uncomfortably, probably aware that
their likeness at that moment will be
used to decorate a mantelpiece for
years to come. Photography was a
technological novelty, and their uneasy
poses reflect this. Hirakawa has
subjected each photograph to a
painstaking process, in which he
doctors the image to make it appear as
if the eyes are closed. The result is
uncanny; all of these photographs were
taken over a century ago, and the
subjects have long since died. But

paradoxically, their “closed” eyelids
make these compositions unexpectedly
lifelike. Each of the 40 portraits here is
a beautiful but chillingmemento mori.
Prices range from £150 to £3,500.

47 Mortimer Street, London W1
(020-7637 1050). Until 8 August.

Number 7 (1952): “austere and problematic”?

Where to buy…
The Week reviews an
exhibition in a private gallery

Youki Hirakawa
at White Rainbow

Close Your Eyes (2013-2015)

An art dealer
based near St
Ives has been
convicted of
knowingly
selling fakes
of paintings
by a famous
Cornish artist
for thousands
of pounds,
says The Guardian. David Carter bought
cheap imitations of works by, among others,
the local fisherman and artist Alfred Wallis,
known for his naive, untutored style, and sold
them on at a vast profit. Suspicions were first
aroused after one of his victims, Carol Gasser,
bought what was supposedly a Wallis work,
Boats Leaving Newlyn Harbour (pictured), for
£5,000 in March 2011. Carter had said that the
work was genuine and that he could prove its
provenance. But a few months later, Gasser
showed it to an auctioneer who questioned its
authenticity. Gasser then reported the art
dealer to trading standards. Carter had also
offered a painted glass fishing float, which he
had bought at auction for £316, as a Wallis
original – at a price of £60,000. He has now
pleaded guilty to fraud, and will be sentenced
on 16 July.

A conman in Cornwall
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The List

Last chance
Death of a Salesman at theNoel Coward
Theatre, London WC2 (0844-800 1110).
Antony Sher plays Willy Loman in the RSC’s
“superlative” revival of ArthurMiller’s drama.
(Telegraph). WithHarriet Walter. Ends 18 July.

Showing now
Soundscapes,National Gallery, London WC2
(020-7747 2885). Various young musicians and
sound artists have selected paintings from the
gallery’s collection, and composed pieces in
response to them. Ends 6 September.

The Play that Goes Wrong at the Duchess
Theatre, London WC2 (0844-482 9672). This
wonderfully silly comedy follows the Cornley
Polytechnic Drama Society as its members try to
stage a 1920s murder mystery. “Ridiculously
funny” (Times). Until 14 February 2016.

Book now
Theatre group 1927’s much-acclaimed
production ofMozart’s The Magic Flute,
directed by Barrie Kosky, is coming over from

Berlin for the Edinburgh International Festival.
27-30 Aug, Festival Theatre (0131-473 2000).

Just out in paperback
Baghdad by JustinMarozzi (Penguin £9.99).
This “erudite” history of Baghdad depicts its
time as capital of the Islamic world, when it was
“rich and filled with scholars” – before
following the city’s story through “13 blood-
soaked centuries” (Sunday Telegraph).

The Old Ways by Robert
Macfarlane, 2012 (Penguin
£9.99).Macfarlane walked
1,000 miles exploring Britain’s
ancient wild places. He
reflected, listened, learnt –
and recorded, in spare but
brilliantly evocative prose. His
description of his night on the
Sussex Downs, haunted by
wild, unworldly cries among
the trees, is unforgettable.
A thrilling book.

Counting Sheep by Philip
Walling, 2014 (Profile Books
£8.99). As a former shepherd
who became a barrister,
Walling has a shepherd’s
knowledge of sheep and land,
and a barrister’s sharply honed
use of language. I can now

recognise random breeds of
sheep that I pass in fields,
something that I enjoy as
much as Walling’s rural history
enhanced by wonderfully
idiosyncratic prose.

Claxton byMark Cocker,
2014 (Jonathan Cape £14.99).
As Norfolk is my favourite
place in England, I leapt upon
this book. Divided by the
seasons, it’s a microscopic
study of wildlife in a small
parish. A lyrical writer, Cocker
lucidly conveys his knowledge
and love of nature’s details
that most of us fail to observe.

Meadowland by John Lewis-
Stempel, 2014 (Black Swan
£8.99). Another lover of our

country, in particular his own
Shropshire acres. The award-
winning author observes the
minutiae of change in a single
pasture, every month of a year,
in prose that both informs and
evokes. A considerable feat
and a great pleasure.

Romany and Tom by Ben
Watt, 2014 (Bloomsbury
£8.99). Close observation of a
different kind: Watt’s parents
are old and gradually
declining. With infinite love,
and never a cliché, Watt
observes their deterioration
with humour and compassion
as he mingles past, present and
melancholy future in a deeply
moving way. A marvellous
and compelling book.

Best books… Angela Huth
Author Angela Huth took a year off from reading novels to catch up on non-
fiction works by British writers. Here she picks five of the books that stood
out. Her new novel, Colouring In, is published by Long Barn Books at £9.99.

The Week’s guide to what’s worth seeing and reading

The Play that Goes Wrong: “ridiculously funny”

Television
Programmes
The Outcast Two-part
adaptation of Sadie Jones’s
bestselling coming of age
novel set in postwar Britain,
with Greg Wise and Jessica
Brown Findlay. Sun 12 July,
BBC1 9pm (90mins).

Last Days in Vietnam:
Storyville Heart-wrenching
documentary about the final,
chaotic push by the US forces
to evacuate Saigon at the end
of the Vietnam war. Mon 13
July, BBC4 10pm (95mins).

Inside the Ku Klux Klan
The makers of this
documentary gained exclusive
access to a modern-day,
Missouri-based faction of the
white supremacist group. Mon
13 July, C4 10pm (60mins).

Britain’s Forgotten Slave
Owners Historian David
Olusoga explores our nation’s
former slave trade, revealing
the range of people involved,
and the vast sums they were
paid in compensation when
slavery was abolished. Wed 15
July, BBC2 9pm (60mins).

Escape From Isis Using
covert footage, Dispatches
tells the story of the suffering
of the millions of women living
under Islamic State’s brutal
regime, and the secret network
trying to help them. Wed 15
July, C4 10pm (60mins).

The Tribe C4 is re-showing
its fascinating four-part
documentary about a tribal
family in Ethiopia – led by a
cantankerous elder and his
two long-suffering wives. Thur
16 July, C4 1am (60mins).

Films
Marley (2012) Kevin
Macdonald’s powerful portrait
of Bob Marley, from his
troubled youth in Jamaica to
global adulation. Tue 14 July,
Film4 1.10pm (210mins).

Titles in print are available from The Week bookshop on 0843-060 0020. For out-of-print books visit www.bibliofind.com

Coming up for auction
Sotheby’s sale of Victorian,
Pre-Raphaelite & British
Impressionist Art features
a fine selection of paintings
and drawings, including the
only known head study for
Frederic Leighton’s Flaming
June (est. £40,000-£60,000).
Among other highlights are
some interesting pieces by
Edward John Poynter and
Sir AlfredMunnings. 15 July,
Sotheby’s, London W1 (020-
7293 5000).

The Archers: what happened last week
Radio Borsetshire interviews David about the flood risk report. Meanwhile, news that the new road
plans could be sunk makes the front page of The Echo. Phoebe’s grateful to Roy for her birthday
party. Phoebe’s boyfriend, Alex, meets Hayley and Kate. Kate has a few drinks and embarrasses
Phoebe by telling Alex about giving birth to Phoebe in a teepee at Glastonbury. Over the phone,
Brian begs Debbie to talk to Adam and stop him making changes at Home Farm. Charlie’s annoyed
that Rob has let Stefan leave Berrow Farm for good. With no answers about the blocked culvert, it
seems to be case closed, suggests Rob. Tony and Pat announce that they are retiring and handing
control to Tom and Helen. Rex is horrified when Toby arrives with 250 goslings, rather than the
agreed 100. Toby feels it was a good deal. Pip suggests they celebrate their success with a drink at
The Bull. Sadly for Pip, Toby can’t make it, so it’s just her and Rex. Jill tells David she’s worried that
Pip’s being exploited by the Fairbrothers. Phoebe and Alex’s carefully planned evening alone at
Home Farm is ruined when Kate comes barging in on them having sex. Kate throws Alex out.
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Properties in conservation areas

Hampshire:
Pennyfarthings,
2Nelson Place,
Lymington. Listed
Grade II, and
forming part of
one of a historic
run of classic
period town
houses, Penny-
fathings has been
restored and
extended over
recent years. 2
beds, study area,
family bath, 1
shower, sitting
room, large open-
plan kitchen/dining
room, lower
ground-floor room,
enclosed garden.
£495,000;
John D. Wood
(01590-677233).

▲

Hampshire: The Cottage, PentonMewsey. A
Grade II detached period cottage located on a
no-through road in a quiet village with a wealth of
period properties. 3 beds, family bath, cloakroom/
shower, sitting room, dining room, study area and
kitchen, detached office, gardens, off-road parking.
£550,000; Jackson-Stops & Staff (01962-844299).

Monmouthshire: Blackbrook, Upper Ferry Road,
Penallt. This stone-built country cottage retains the
original beamed ceilings, boarded and tiled floors, and
exposed stonework. 4 beds, 2 baths, study, 3 receps,
kitchen/breakfast room with vaulted ceiling, utility.
Grounds include a timber summerhouse and shed.
£645,000; Roscoe Rogers Knight (01600-772929).

▲

▲

Argyll: 17Newton,
ComradesHall,
Inveraray. A
contemporary
conversion of a former
meeting hall, with views
over Loch Fyne. 3 beds
(2 with shared access
to a shower room),
family bath, galleried
landing, kitchen/dining
room, open-plan sitting
room and sun room.
Rear garden, laid
mainly to gravel, with
patio and off-street
parking. £230,000;
CKD Galbraith
(01463-224343).

▲
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on the market

Devon:
The Cedars,
St Leonards,
Exeter. A well-
presented Grade
II Georgian
house with charm
and character,
including a
reception atrium
with trompe-l’oeil
paintings on the
walls.Master
suite, guest suite,
4 further beds,
family bath, 3
receps, kitchen/
breakfast room,
1-bed self-
contained flat,
games room,
study and utility
rooms. £1.46m;
Strutt & Parker
(01392-215631).

South
Oxfordshire: The
Baulk, GoringHeath.
An impressive, Grade
II country house in
an enviable position
in an Area of
OutstandingNatural
Beauty. The property
sits in GoringHeath,
with views over
SouthOxfordshire
and West Berkshire.
Master suite, 6
further beds, family
bath, 1 shower, 3
receps, kitchen/
breakfast room,
study and reception
hall. Barn with
carport, kitchen,
workroom and first-
floor studio/games
room. Grounds of
around 2.7 acres
include gardens, with
a stone terrace,
orchard, landscaped
knot garden, and
heated swimming
pool with pool
house. £3.5m;
Strutt & Parker
(0118-984 5757).

East Sussex: Flat 7, Berkeley Court, 153-154 Kings Road, Brighton. A large, first-
floor apartment with a full-width canopied balcony and direct sea views.Master suite
with balcony access, 2 further beds, family bath, living room with balcony access, kitchen
and parking space. £790,000;Hamptons International (01273-230230).

▲

▲

▲

Devon: Quay
Cottage, Dittisham,
near Dartmouth. A
blue-fronted terraced
cottage – with far-
reaching views across
the River Dart and
surrounding
countryside – situated
in one of the most
popular villages in the
SouthHams.Master
suite, 2 further beds,
family bath, kitchen/
dining room, sitting
room and study, rear
patio, decked terrace.
£795,000;Marchand
Petit (01803-839190).

▲
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Food & Drink
LEISURE

Here are my five “starwhites” for balmy
summer evenings, says Victoria Moore
in The Daily Telegraph.

Tesco Côtes de Gascogne
Blanc 2014, France (£4.69).
Chill this colombard/ugni blanc
blend right down and it’s
reminiscent of a juicy, ice-cold
pear, peach and melon cooler.

Quinta de Azevedo 2014 Vinho Verde,
Portugal (£8.29; Waitrose). Spritzy and light
(at 11% abv), this is like a dry whitewine
version of Badoit.

Château Beaumont Les Pierrières Blanc
2013, France (£8.95; Lea & Sandeman). This
cracking white Bordeaux tastes like a
miniature finewine, at an ordinary wine price.

Taste the Difference Gavi 2014, Italy (£8;
Sainsbury’s). A wonderfully pithy, crispwine
with vivid, sharp citrus notes.

Domaine Raffault Chinon Blanc 2014,
France (£13.50; Yapp). I can’t get enough of
this Loire chenin blanc and its luminous
acidity; lithe, elegant and utterlymesmerising.

What the experts recommend
The Grove 95Overstrand Road, Cromer,
Norfolk (01263-512412)
“You can often judge a restaurant by how
well the staff disguise their despair at your
very existence,” says Leah Hyslop in The
Daily Telegraph. By that yardstick, The
Grove, in Cromer, is a real find. Before
my visit I had “just been on a bacon-
making course, so I was carrying half a
pig”. When the waiter “didn’t bat an
eyelid” at my request to store this bacon
in the restaurant’s fridge, I immediately
warmed to the place. And the pub’s food
proved to be as down-to-earth and
welcoming as its staff. Crayfish tian was a
“perfect” starter; pan-fried quail with kale
was wonderfully moist (though it could
have done with a zingier sauce);
marmalade and chocolate bread-and-
butter pudding was a “treat”. There’s
nothing “revolutionary” about The
Grove’s cooking, but it’s a fine choice for
those seeking “good, wholesome British
fare, with no risk of foams, emulsions or
novelty crockery”. Three courses with
wine, about £50 a head; Sunday lunch
three courses for £24.95.

The Marksman 254 Hackney Road,
London E2 (020-7739 7393)
If there’s a better lunch to be had in
Britain than the “gloriously simple” beef
and barley buns with horseradish, the
“luscious” kid goat curry, and the
“perfect” brown butter and honey tart

served at The Marksman, then “I want to
know about it”, says Jay Rayner in The
Observer. In fact, “I want it brought to
me, or, if necessary, I want me brought to
it”. The Marksman’s menu consists of ten
small dishes and four big ones: we found
that “almost nothing disappoints; much
makes us sigh; a few made me dab the
moisture from my eyes”. The pub’s take
on fried potatoes alone could be “the
saviour of the public house”. Each “6in
plank” of finely sliced potato, “deep fried
to an umber-tinged golden”, is like a
dozen of the best chips ever, pressed
together. “It is the potato raised up to the

status of luxury item.” This is cooking
that makes “properly greedy people
swoon” – all served up in a proper pub
without any “self-regarding flimflam”.
“Go to The Marksman. It’s good.”Meal
for two, including drinks and service, £90.

The Compasses Inn Sole Street,
Crundale, Canterbury (01227-700300)
The Compasses, in the hilly countryside
that lies between Ashford and Canterbury,
is a pub that is “quietly going about its
business of being genuinely excellent”,
says Marina O’Louglin in The Guardian.
It’s an 18th century village inn with
“none of ye olde English attitude” you
might expect from that heritage; the
atmosphere is “workmanlike, not twee”.
Chef Rob Taylor’s food is “warming,
like a hug”. Lamb and onion pasties are
perfect for dunking in his homemade
mushroom ketchup. Ox cheek, “slow-
cooked until spoonable”, comes with
mustard-laced clotted cream. Garnet-
coloured wild pigeon breasts are dressed
with “sharp rhubarb and a bonbon of
deep-fried black pudding”. Brioche bread-
and-butter pudding with marmalade
custard “delivers purest, sticky pleasure”.
This is food that’s so impressive “it
reminds me of the early days” of The
Sportsman, up the road in Seasalter.
“In my book, there’s no higher praise”
than that. About £28 a head, plus drinks
and service.

The Compasses Inn: “workmanlike, not twee”

• Preheat the oven to
200°C/400°F/gas mark 6.
Grease a 22cm tart tin.
On a lightly floured work
surface, roll out the pastry
quite thin, then use to line
the tart tin. Prick the
pastry all over with a fork.
• Peel the bananas and
cut into slices about 1cm
thick. Arrange the slices
in a circle, cut-side up, one or two
layers deep, on the pastry.
• In a mixing bowl, whisk together
the eggs and sugar until the sugar

has dissolved. Using a
small knife, scrape the
seeds out of the vanilla
pod and add to the
mixture. Stir in the cream,
cinnamon, nutmeg and
rum. Pour the mixture
over the bananas, then
put the pie in the oven.

• After about 30mins,
when the pie starts to go

golden, turn the heat to 180°C/350°F/
gas mark 4. Bake for another 30mins,
until the filling is firm to the touch.
Leave to cool slightly before serving.

Recipe of the week

Serves 6
300g shortcrust pastry dough butter, for greasing 5 bananas 4 eggs 6 tbsp
golden caster (superfine) sugar 1 vanilla pod, cut in half lengthwise 300ml double
(heavy) cream 1 pinch grated cinnamon 1 pinch grated nutmeg 1 tbsp rum

This is my take on a traditional French Caribbean Creole banana pie, says
Vanessa Bolosier. I like to slice the fruit rather thicker than most recipes
suggest; if you make them too thin, the pie can go a bit soft and mushy.

Wine choice

Tarte à la banane (banana pie)

Taken from Creole Kitchen by Vanessa Bolosier, published by Pavilion Books
at £25. To buy from The Week bookshop for £22.50, call 0843-060 0020 or

visit www.theweek.co.uk/bookshop.

Sample the benefits of membership at
exclusive The Week Wines prices at
www.bbr.com/theweekwines.
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Consumer

Sony SmartWatch 3
The Android-compatible
SmartWatch 3 has a
transflective LCD
screen, so you can read
it in sunlight: there’s
also a backlight for
when you need it. Built-
in GPS lets you track runs
and walks without a
smartphone, and the rechargeable battery life is
up to two days (£190; www.sonymobile.com).

New cars: what the critics say

Tips of the week...
how to buy plants

And for those who
have everything…

Citroën DS 5
from £25,980

The Sunday Times
For six decades, DS was
the badge Citroën gave
its “fancier” hatchbacks.
Now the French company
has decided to make the
DS a “standalone luxury
marque”, creating a
relationship much like the
one Toyota has with its
premium brand, Lexus.
The updated DS 5 is the
first of the new models,
and it aims to compete
with “executive-charming”
Audis and BMWs. Does it
have a “fighting chance”?

What Car?
From the outside, the new
DS 5 looks much like its
“distinctive” predecessor,
with the exception of new
headlights. And, as before,
the cabin feels “premium
and stylish” – giving the
German competition a
run for its money. The
various buttons are
easy to operate; and the
front seats are large and
supportive. Space is a bit
tight in the back, but the
465-litre boot should meet
most people’s needs.

The Daily Telegraph
The old DS 5 rode like
a “pull-along wooden
duck”; the new one is a
“revelation”. Comfortable
and pleasant to drive,
the car has well-weighted
(if not entirely accurate)
steering and strong brakes
– although the engine is
a bit “gruff”. This new
model isn’t quite best in
class, but it’s still “up there
in the pack”. At this price,
however, it’s unlikely to
“tempt folk” away from
German rivals.

● Plants sold in strips (rather than plugs,
cells or individual pots) tend to be excellent
value – but take care when pulling the
individual plants apart.
● To check that a plant is healthy, turn it
upside down and knock it out of its pot,
then check its roots (you should probably
ask nursery staff if this is allowed first).
● Once removed from the pot, look for
roots that are tightly crammed in or going
round in circles – this is a sign that they are
stressed and unable to take in water or
nutrients. Or if compost falls off and you
can’t see any roots, the plant hasn’t had
time to root and should be avoided.
● Compost should be moist and free of
leaves; leaves should be fresh and
unchewed, with no spots or marbling.
● There’s generally little point in buying a
large or fast-growing plant, unless you need
it to fill up a garden quickly. Generally, it’s
best to opt for pots no bigger than two
litres, then let the plants grow at home.

SOURCES: THE DAILY TELEGRAPH/THE GUARDIAN SOURCE: FINANCIAL TIMES SOURCE: THE DAILY TELEGRAPH

Express yourself on the beach this summer
by designing your own pair of swimming
shorts. Just upload the image of your

choice and swimwear brand Bluemint will
put it on a pair of their Bond trunks.

£385; www.bluemint.com

East Beach Café is in a “remarkable”
Thomas Heatherwick-designed structure
in Littlehampton, West Sussex. It’s an
“elegant, contemporary” take on a beach
café, with local fish and simply prepared
dishes (www.eastbeachcafe.co.uk).
The Hidden Hut in Truro, Cornwall,
is a “wonderful” tea hut overlooking
Porthcurnick Beach. If you can, book for
one of the occasional “Feast Nights”, when
“stunning” seafood is served at low prices
(www.hiddenhut.co.uk).
Harry’s Shack, in Portstewart, County
Londonderry, serves “superb” fish and
vegetables from the owner’s farm – and
“the craic is always good”. It’s worth
booking in advance (028-7083 1783).
Café Ode overlooks Teignmouth in Devon.
It’s “eco-minded” and very child and dog-
friendly. Order a beer from the on-site
microbrewery, and the pickled or fried
sand eels – rather like whitebait – from
the River Teign (www.odetruefood.com).

The best… smartwatches

Where to find...
seaside cafés

Apple Watch As you’d
expect, the Apple Watch
stands out for the quality
of its design – and its high
price. There’s room for
customisation, with lots of
straps available, and an
unusual “taptic engine”
that taps you on the wrist
to convey information
(£479; www.store.apple.com).

Cogito Classic
This watch, which
works with Apple and
Android phones, has a
straightforward design,
with icons on its display
that light up to alert you
to incoming emails and
missed calls. It also tells
you how much power is
left on your phone
(£115; www.
cogitowatch.com).
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3LG Watch UrbaneWith
its stainless-steel body,
the Urbane looks quite
traditional for a smartwatch
– but it’s actually the first
one to run the latest
version of Android, so
you can move through
notifications by flicking
your wrist. It has a sensor
that tracks the wearer’s
heart rate, but no GPS
(£232; www.currys.co.uk).
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Pebble Time Running for
five to seven days off a
charge, this has the longest
battery life of any
smartwatch. It’s relatively
basic – but, unusually, it
connects to both iPhones
and Android phones (£179;
www.getpebble.com).
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Five memorable journeys
La Trochita railway
Patagonia is not exactly
“commuter country”, says
Michael Kerr in The Daily
Telegraph. So it’s a minor
miracle that La Trochita
(“the little gauge”) still exists.
The narrow gauge line began
life as a “freight only” route,
and started taking passengers
in the 1950s. Christened The
Old Patagonian Express by
travel writer Paul Theroux, it
now runs a much reduced
service, shuttling tourists 261
miles through the foothills
of the Andes, from the town
of Esquel to Ingeniero
Jacobacci. The steam train
itself “looks like the sort of
vehicle that Indians attack in a
western” (that does occur on some pre-arranged charters – with
actors “playing bandidos” and firing blanks at the train). Its old
carriages are “panelled in honey-coloured wood” and warmed by
log-burning stoves. Along the way, passengers “crane their heads
out of the windows” to catch the views of the vast Patagonian
steppe, before disembarking at “blustery” Nahuel Pan, where
there’s a little museum and shops selling knitwear and knick-
knacks – all emblazoned with “the unmistakable silhouette” of La
Trochita. Journey Latin America (020-8600 1881, www.
journeylatinamerica.co.uk) has 12 days in Argentina, including
a trip on La Trochita, from £2,471pp based on two sharing.

Utah’s dinosaur road
In the “belt buckle of rural Utah” – an area ignored by most
tourists – there are prehistoric monsters waiting to be discovered,
says Aaron Millar in The Times. At Carnegie Quarry, the remains
of “enormous teeth, articulated tailbones and talons that could
crush a skull like a grape” lie embedded in a cliff face. Here,
layers of sedimentary rock have inverted, “like a stack of
pancakes resting on its side”, to reveal hundreds of fossils trapped
in distinct “segments of time”. There are “leg bones as thick as
tree trunks”, as well as fossilised squid and dolphin – “this desert
furnace was once an ocean”. This is just one of the highlights of a
road trip that takes in “the most complete record of prehistoric
life on the planet”. At Red Fleet State Park, an hour’s drive to the
west, you can see dinosaur tracks “embedded in the dunes”; while
in the jagged wilderness of the San Rafael Swell, there’s a T. rex
footprint. What makes it so remarkable is that “all of this history
is just lying around” waiting to be stumbled upon. There are no
signs or gift shops – it’s “Indiana Jones-style archaeology”.
For more information, go to www.visitutah.com. America As
You Like It (020-8742 8299, www.americasyoulikeit.com) has an
11-night “Utah by RV” holiday from £1,099pp, including flights.

Going nomadic in Siberia
The Nenets of Siberia’s Arctic Circle are
“among the world’s last true nomads”,
says Kate Eshelby in The Independent.
Migrating with the seasons, travelling by
reindeer-drawn sleighs, they winter in
the forest tundra southwest of the Yamal
Peninsulav, and in summer head north
to the Kara Sea, “where polar bears
prowl”. To get a taste of their way of
life, visitors can tag along with a family
on an 11-day tour. Nenets live in chums
– teepees draped in reindeer skin with
wooden floors. Every two days, these are

dismantled and packed onto
sleighs, ready to move on –
“but first: a shot of vodka”.
The reindeer are “dressed
with bells and regalia”; the
women are “resplendent in
sunglasses, big white hats
and long reindeer fur coats”
– looking not unlike “a scene
from Narnia”. The bright
whiteness of the open tundra
is starkly beautiful, but “the
cold sinks its teeth in”. On
arrival at camp, chums are
erected at speed. And then,
there’s “that glorious
moment when the fire is lit
and the thick, heavy reindeer-
fur door thumps” behind
you. In the warmth of the
glow, “instant mashed

potato has never tasted so good”. Yamal Peninsula Travel (www.
yamalpeninsulatravel.com) has 11 days from £4,150pp, including
everything except flights to Russia. British Airways flies from
Heathrow to Moscow daily (www.ba.com).

Hiking Australia’s Great Ocean Road
Hiking holidays aren’t usually associated with comfort, let alone
style, says Alexander McKendrick on the Telegraph’s Luxury
Travel website. But the Twelve Apostles Lodge Walk on
Australia’s Great Ocean Road is “as close to luxury” as hiking
comes. The four-day walk follows the coast for 34 miles, through
terrain that varies between windswept headlands, sheltered
beaches, and cool rainforest where ferns carpet the ground. The
salty breeze coming off the Southern Ocean is possibly “the
cleanest air in the world”. At night, you return to the Twelve
Apostles Lodge, with “proper linen, a chef and good Aussie
wine”. In the morning, staff (who also act as guides) “tend your
blisters and pack a lunch for you”. The highlight of the trip is
reaching the Twelve Apostles themselves – a collection of
limestone stacks eroded by the surf. They rise out of the sea,
glowing “as yellow as Battenberg cake”. The Twelve Apostles
Lodge Walk (+61 3-5237 4276, www.visitmelbourne.com) costs
£1,050pp, all inclusive. Qantas flies from London to Melbourne
from around £1,300 (www.qantas.com).

On the trail of Guatemala’s Maya
Guatemala is smaller than England, yet “packs in as many
landscapes as Africa”, with jungles and beaches, volcanic
mountains covered in cloud forests, and lush valleys, says Stanley
Stewart in Condé Nast Traveller. In the cities, colonial Spanish
influence is evident, but in the remote western highlands, the
ancient traditions of the Maya “survive with a richness that is
startling”. The journey into this region in a four-wheel drive takes
you through high mountain passes “where vultures soar, and the

views, ringed by volcanoes, seem to take
in half of Central America”. You stop at
isolated villages, where the markets are
“a tumult of colour, produce, music,
gossip, fabulous embroidery” and
“religious candles for every problem”.
It is here that you get a real feel for
Mayan culture, quite unlike anything
you could experience in their jungle
ruins, though these are also fascinating.
The Ultimate Travel Company (www.
theultimatetravelcompany.com, 020-
3051 8098) has 12 days for £3,985pp
with driver, accommodation and flights.

The Twelve Apostles in Australia: “as yellow as Battenberg”

Tag along with a family of Nenets on an 11-day tour
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Obituaries

SirNicholas Winton, who
has died aged 106, was a
stockbroker, president of the
Rotary Club of Maidenhead,

and tireless charity fundraiser. In 1983 he was
made MBE for his services to the community.
Yet unbeknownst even to his wife and children,
he had a far greater claim to distinction, one
that he had kept secret for half a century: in
1938,Winton had travelled to Prague, and
arranged the evacuation of hundreds of Jewish
children to the safety of London. By the end of
theWar, almost all were orphans, “their
parents killed at Auschwitz, Bergen-Belsen or
Theresienstadt”, said The New York Times.
Now in their 70s and 80s, and scattered all
over the world, they refer to themselves as
“Nicky’s Children”.

Nicholas Wertheim was born in Hampstead in
1909. Prosperous émigrés from Germany, his
parents were Jewish, but had converted to Christianity, and
would later anglicise their name. Nicholas was educated at Stowe.
He then went into finance, and worked at banks in Paris and
Hamburg before becoming a stockbroker in the City. In
December 1938, aged 29, he was about to go on a skiing holiday
when he received a letter from a friend and fellow left-winger
named Martin Blake, who asked him for his help with a “most
interesting assignment” in Prague; Blake ended his note: “Don’t
bother bringing your skis.” Keenly aware of the horrors unfolding
in Europe,Winton travelled straight to Prague – where he was
confronted by the full scale of the crisis: tens of thousands of Jews
fleeing German-occupied Sudetenland were arriving in the city,
and being crammed into camps. Conditions were pitiful, and with
a further German advance likely, the refugees were desperate to
move on.Winton volunteered to help evacuate the children.

He set up an office in his hotel room and, with two fellow
volunteers – DoreenWarriner and Trevor Chadwick – began
arranging a Czech Kindertransport. Soon, he was besieged by
families, desperate to get their children to safety. Three weeks
later, he returned home with the names of 5,000 children deemed
at particular risk, and began the uphill task of arranging permits
and travel warrants. The Home Office wasmaddeningly slow,
and for each child, he had to pay a £50 bond. He also had to find

travel money, and families willing to take in the
children. He appealed to Christian and Jewish
groups, and even placed ads in Picture Post. In
March 1939, the Germans entered Prague. At
that point, he resorted to forging Home Office
entry permits.

That summer, eight trainloads of children left
the city. Survivors would later speak of heart-
rending scenes at Prague’s station, as parents
bade farewell to the offspring they’d never see
again.When the children arrived at Liverpool
Street Station,Winton was there to see they
were collected by their foster families, but he
kept his distance – it would be almost 50 years
before they discovered who saved them.
Among those 669 children were the film
director Karel Reisz, the Labour peer Alf Dubs,
and the author Vera Gissing. A ninth train was
also scheduled but on the day it was to depart,
war was declared. It never left Prague; all 250

children due to be on board are believed to have died in camps.

With the outbreak of war,Winton joined the Red Cross, and then
the RAF. After theWar, he worked for the International Refugee
Organisation, before going back into business. He retired in 1967,
and thereafter devoted his time to fundraising forMencap and an
Abbeyfield Society home for the elderly. Meanwhile, his
scrapbook from Prague lay in an attic, until his wife found it in
1988. She gave it to Holocaust researcher Dr Elisabeth Maxwell,
who wasmarried to newspaper tycoon Robert. A story about
Winton duly appeared in the SundayMirror, and he was also
invited to bring his scrapbook onto the TV show That’s Life. In
footage of the episode, host Esther Rantzen looks down the list of
names in the book, then tells Winton that the woman sitting next
to him is one of the children he saved. They embrace. Rantzen
then asks if anyone else in the studio owes their life to Nicholas
Winton – at which point the entire audience gets to its feet.

After that, honours flowed in. He was knighted in 2003; and a
statue of him was erected in Prague. Yet he was embarrassed by
the accolades. The heroes, he said, were people likeWarriner and
Chadwick, who’d stayed in Prague to help the refugees. His work
had not put him in any danger. “It turned out to be remarkable,”
he said, “but it didn’t seem remarkable when I did it.”

Sir Nicholas
Winton
1909-2015

Val Doonican, who has died
aged 88, was an unlikely star of
the 1960s, said Ray Connolly

in the DailyMail.While the Rolling Stones were
being busted for drugs, and TheWho were
smashing their guitars, the Irish crooner
entertained audiences by sitting in a rocking chair,
clad in a patterned jumper, and singing about
PaddyMcGinty’s goat. He was old fashioned and
bland, but there was nothing phoney about
Doonican – and audiences loved him. His TV
shows attracted 19 million viewers, and he had
five top ten albums in the 1960s.

Born in County Waterford in 1927, the youngest
of eight children, Doonican left school at 14 when
his father died, and went to work in a box factory. But he’d
always been a talented singer, and a fewmonths later, he began
touring the country in a caravan, performing wherever he could.
His initial success owed a lot to a better-off friend, Bruce Clarke,
who paid for their first record, and lent him £20 to buy a Gibson

guitar. “I thought you could buy the QEII for
£20,” Doonican said later. Soon, the pair were
regulars on Irish radio and in concert halls. In
1951, Doonican moved to England, where his
Bing Crosby-ish style made him popular on US air
bases. He was later offered a slot on BBC radio,
but it wasn’t until 1963 that he became a star,
following an eight-minute slot on ITV’s Saturday
Night at the Palladium. After that, he was given
his own BBC TV show, and numerous hit records
followed; one of them (Val Doonican Rocks, But
Gently), knocked Sgt. Pepper’s LonelyHearts
Club Band off the top spot in 1968.

Married with two daughters, Doonican was a
modestman who always thought of himself as a

musician, not a showbiz star, said The Guardian. “We are not as
important to the outside world as we are sometimes led to
believe,” he told The Stage in 2010. “It’s best never to assume
that the next engagement will be easy, or that at last you’ve
arrived.We are simply a little light relief.”

Val Doonican
1927-2015

The stockbroker who saved 669 children from the Nazis

Winton: kept his secret for 50 years

Doonican: 19 million viewers

Crooner famed for his rich voice and patterned jumpers
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European leaders called an emergency
summit for Sunday of all 28 EU leaders
in Brussels, giving Greece just days to
reach a deal with its bailout creditors, or
face national bankruptcy and a collapse
of its banking sector. In China, about
40% of all listed firms tried to insulate
themselves from the stockmarket crash
by suspending dealing in their shares.
The global oil price continued its slide
of recent weeks, amid renewed fears
of over-supply and slower demand.
The IMF warned against an early US
interest rate rise.
Novartis won US regulatory approval
for its new heart-failure pill Entresto,
widely seen by analysts as a potential
blockbuster drug. High-street bellwether
Marks & Spencer announced a setback
in efforts to revive its clothing business;
underlying sales of clothing and home
furnishings fell in the last three months.
Shortly before sacking its boss Antony
Jenkins, Barclays announced it is to
change its auditor for the first time in
120 years, following new rules that
require firms to switch more frequently.
It will move from PwC to KPMG, in
2017. HSBC sacked six staff in
Birmingham for making a mock Isis
“execution” video while taking part
in a team-building exercise at a
go-karting track.
The CBI predicted strong UK growth
in the second half, boosted by low
energy prices and inflation. Net
housing equity injection in the UK
(paying off mortgages and spending on
home improvements) jumped to a
record £13bn in Q1. UK car sales hit
a record high in June.

CITY
Companies in the news
...and how they were assessed

BP: the price of certainty
“Expensive thing, certainty,” said Alistair
Osborne in The Times.“BP’s paying $18.7bn
for it.” That’s what the oil major is shelling
out to settle all federal, state and local
government claims arising from the 2010
Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the Gulf of
Mexico – which left 11 people dead and
“turned the company into a legal black hole
with oil rigs attached”. It sounds a lot, but to
judge by the share price jump that followed
the unexpected news, investors think BP has

“got a decent deal”. The money is to be paid over 18 years, said Lex in the FT. So in
real terms it amounts to rather less than the headline figure, plus it lets BP plan with
more confidence, and keeps the dividend intact for investors. There are still outstanding
legal issues, such as shareholder litigation and payments to small businesses. But it is
indisputably good news for BP, said James Quinn in The Daily Telegraph. So take a
bow, Carl-Henric Svanberg: much credit for the settlement should go to BP’s chairman
and “consummate corporate diplomat”; as well as to chief exec Bob Dudley. The
question now is whether the new legal clarity might make BP a takeover target for the
likes of ExxonMobil, said Nils Pratley in The Guardian. Optimists think so, but “don’t
bank on it”. The list of credible suitors is short, and at the current low oil price, the
majors “are too busy cutting their own costs to take on the challenge of fixing a rival’s”.

Barclays: the sacking of Saint Antony
Barclays chairman JohnMcFarlane has form when it comes to surprises, said Edward
Curwen in The Times. As chairman of Aviva, he led a “drastic overhaul” shortly after
arriving in 2012: he dismissed the chief executive, Andrew Moss, the day before Moss’s
wedding, and took charge himself. Now he’s done something similar at Barclays,
shocking the City by sacking Antony Jenkins, the man who steadied the ship after Bob
Diamond left, apparently after a disagreement about the pace of change at the bank. In
many ways Jenkins has done a good job, said Lex in the FT. The banker dubbed “Saint
Antony” is big on ethics, and the bank’s reputation is “slowly being rebuilt”. The shares
are up 70% since 2012, well ahead of the FTSE 100, though behind Lloyds. “But look
at the returns. Barclays made a return on equity of 0.2% last year. Even on an adjusted
basis it was just 5.1%. The cost to income ratio, at 70%, is far too high.” And all the
share gains happened in Jenkins’s first six months; since 2013 it’s been flat. Time for
fresh blood – preferably someone who can put “forward a convincing argument for
why investment banking and retail banking need to be housed in the same group”.

Rolls-Royce: wheels coming off?
Rolls-Royce chairman Ian David says that he’d like the firm’s performance to be “boring
and good”. So the first communication to investors from the new top team of CEO
Warren East and CFO David Smith must have comes as a shock, said Robert Wall in The
Wall Street Journal. Two days into the job, East sent Rolls shares plunging 9% by
revealing a lacklustre first-half trading performance; suspending a £1m share buyback;
and issuing warnings on profits and cash flow. It’s not so much the poor performance in
themarine business that’s disturbing, said Lex in the FT. Lots of oil and gas sector firms
are having a rotten year.What’s troubling is the core civil aerospace business. Sales of the
Trent 700 engine are falling faster than predicted, and Rolls is struggling to say how it
will turn things around. The new CEO faces some tough decisions, said Robert Lea in
The Times. Re-enter the lucrative enginemarket for short-haul jetliners? “Demerge aero-
engines from the staid or troubled markets for ship and train engines?Or lie down and
wait for a takeover offer from UTC, the US company behind Pratt&Whitney?”

NME: changing its tune
How galling that the “latest, and possibly terminal, indignity” to befall the NewMusical
Express should come “cloaked in the deadly bromide ofmarketing speak”, said Ludovic
Hunter-Tilney in the FT. According to its owner, Time Inc UK, the NME is to take the
next step “in its evolution as an audience-first global media business” by becoming a
“gateway into a wider conversation around film, fashion, television, politics, gaming and
technology”. To translate, from September themusic paper, which sold 270,000 copies in
its 1970s heyday, is to become a humble entertainment freesheet, “thrust into the hands
of bemused commuters. PoorNME.” Industry insiders have called this a “last roll of the
dice” for the ailing weekly, said Gideon Spanier in The Times. But the NME website
now has fivemillion unique visitors a month; and Time Out’s reinvention as a mass
circulation freesheet is an encouraging precedent. Don’t write off the old-timer just yet.

Insurance gains
Good trades look so “simple” in

retrospect, says Lex in the FT. On 23
March 2010, the US Affordable Care Act –
otherwise known as Obamacare – was
passed. “It was designed to ensure that
more Americans had health insurance. It
depended on health insurers to make that

happen. Action: buy health insurers.”
Outcome: an index of the five largest

(UnitedHealth, Anthem, Aetna, Cigna and
Humana) has returned 270% since,

compared to about 100% for the S&P.
Last week the last legal obstacle to

Obamacare was finally cleared – but the
shares are no longer cheap, and the

efficiencies due from a wave of
consolidation are fully priced in. “The

simple trade now is to sell.”

Seven days in the
Square Mile
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Talking points

InMay alone, more than 12 million
people opened share-trading accounts in
China – a figure rather higher than the
population of Greece, said the FT.No
wonder the Chinese were piling in, many
of them with borrowed money: China’s
main stock indexes had surged by 150%
in a year, putting on $6.5trn in value.
Since mid-June, however, it’s all gone
belly up. The markets have slumped
30%; $3.25trn of value has evaporated;
and millions of latecomers to the party
have been badly burned. Given that these
figures “dwarf the billions of euros” at
stake between Greece and its creditors,
“it is fair to ask whether the world’s
media is attending to the right global drama”. The market melee
is all the more worrying owing to the Chinese government’s
response, saidOscar Williams-Grut on BusinessInsider.com. Its
numerous attempts to prop up the market over the past fortnight
(cutting interest rates; forcing brokerages to buy vast quantities of
blue-chip shares; relaxing the rules on borrowing to invest) are
eerily reminiscient of those tried by the US in the 1929 Wall Street
Crash. And they are likely to do more harm than good, by stoking
up a yet greater speculative mania.

Beijing has “steered the market towards a raging bull run for
much of the past year”, said The Economist. But it’s now finding
that the bull’s “close cousin, the wild bear, is not easily tamed”.

This being China, said Bloomberg
Business, the authorities have blamed
everyone from short-selling conspirators
to wicked foreigners for the sell-off. But
short positions accounted for just 0.03%
of the market’s pre-crash value; while
foreign fund managers, who own less
than 3% of Chinese shares, have been
buying on the dip, not fleeing. What’s
happening in China is a good old-
fashioned market crash, and Beijing’s
panicky response, and appeals for
patriotic investors to keep buying, have
made it look weak and incompetent.

The first rule of governing China is “to
keep angry people off the streets”, said Carrie Gracie on BBC
News online.Hence these panic measures, designed to make the
government look “all-powerful”. You can see what its thinking is:
the stock market has become “too big to fail”. If confidence in it
disappears, what’s next? The banking system? The fragile
economy? The whole edifice of the one-party system? Even so, the
government’s measures look like a “ridiculous over-reaction” to a
fairly routine market correction, said TheObserver. (This week,
regulators suspended trading in the worst-hit firms.) “The deeper
worry is this: if the Chinese authorities think a wobble in the
stock market is a threat to financial stability, do they have the
ammunition to deal with a proper crisis” in, say, the property
market? Perhaps not.

Issue of the week: China’s market meltdown

Investing in art: what the experts think
● Handsome gains
We all know the standard
advice when it comes to
buying art: only buy things
you love and would be
happy to look at for the
rest of your life. But even if
you never intend to sell,
says David Budworth in
The Times, “there can still
be a pleasure knowing that
the artist you spotted is on
the rise and that their
work has increased in
value”. And for those
picking the right emerging artists, there are
– let’s face it – “handsome gains” to be
made. The summer is a great time to be
looking, as the graduate shows are in full
swing (at Camberwell 16-22 July;
Goldsmiths 16-20 July; Dundee 22-29
August; and Bath Spa 19-23 September).
They are often not well promoted or
attended, and are a great place to snap up
bargains.

● Sniffing out quality
When it comes to finding art that will
appreciate in value, go for artists with a
readily identifiable style, recommends
Sarah Ryan onNewBloodArt.com. “It’s
fine – good even – for the artist to
reference other artists”, but they need to
do so “within their own unique
identifiable style”. Pay attention to the
quality of the materials: the paintings that

will still be vibrant in
decades to come are those
made with good quality
paint with high pigment
content. Ask the artist if
they are applying for prizes,
arts funding, residencies
and competitions; all of
these demonstrate a
commitment to raising
their profile. If you aren’t
able to attend shows in
person, take a look on sites
such asNewBloodArt.com,
or DegreeArt.com.

● Stamp of approval
We may live in a digital age, but rare
stamps have lost none of their appeal to
investors, says Lucy Warwick-Ching in the
FT.Over the past ten years, prices of the
top 250 investment-grade British stamps
have grown 195%, or 11.6% per year.
New investors should start with the site
ukphilately.org.uk, and can get a feel for
the sector at the Stampex trade fair in
London (16-19 September, free entry). If
you do get the bug, remember that stamps
are an unregulated “alternative asset”, and
are high risk. You can enter the market by
buying a portfolio from companies such as
Stanley Gibbons, which offer various
“capital protected” investment plans. The
same firm is also launching the world’s
first rare stamps fund, based inHong
Kong but open to UK investors.

$3.25trn of value has evaporated since mid-June

Greek lessons for
finance directors

Finance ministers play a role in
government analogous to that of
finance directors in companies, says
Jonathan Guthrie in the FT. Thus, the
resignation of Greece’s Yanis Varoufakis
this week “has lessons for bean
counters everywhere”.

Don’t become more popular than the
boss. Varoufakis built a European media
profile on a par with such esteemed
“thought leaders” as Pippa Middleton.
“The corporate equivalent is the FD
getting more questions at a strategy day
than the CEO.”

Don’t tweet. “There is only downside”
to tweeting; even CEOs, who “are more
predisposed to megalomania than FDs”,
do so rarely. Varoufakis, by contrast, had
more than 500,000 Twitter followers.

Bad cops shouldn’t lead deal talks. The
good cop/bad cop routine only works
if the bad cop is a “semi-detached
naysayer against whom good cop and
counterparties appear allied”. Varoufakis
was ousted as Greece’s lead debt
negotiator because he was more
intransigent than the PM, Alexis Tsipras.

Never be photographed on a motorbike.
“City myth insists bosses who do so are
riding for a fall.” No one trusts flashy, so
ideally an FD’s weekday ride shouldn’t
be “racier than a Porsche Cayenne. Not
racy at all, in other words.”

All eyes are on Greece – but the sums involved there are paltry compared to China’s stockmarket crash

Stamps are a high-risk investment



48 CITY

THE WEEK 11 July 2015

Commentators

The Venetians no doubt deserve amention, and the Dutch should
“probably get a shout as well”. But since the earliest days of
industrialisation, it was, above all, Britain which played the
leading role in opening up world trade, says Matthew Lynn. “We
liberalised our own markets, and we used the power of our Navy
to force others open as well… It worked.” Now it’s time for us to
lead once more. Since 2008, decades of growth in global trade has
stuttered and come to a halt – and since the UK’s trade-to-GDP
ratio is one of the highest in the world (and we have a whopping
trade deficit to boot), that slowdown matters to usmore than
most.How can we use our influence to try to re-boot global
trade? First, we should use our EU renegotiations to ensure the
bloc completes free-trade deals with the US and China. And
second, we should use our influence in global bodies such as the
World TradeOrganisation to kick-start new trade deals, especially
in the technology sector. The alternative is a global trade slump
that would damage the world economy, but devastate the UK’s.

The predictable cycle of mistrust and suspicion that characterises
rail strikes – such as the ones planned for this week – is “one old
British tradition we would do well to be rid of”, says Andrew
Saunders. The format goes something like this: (a) management
“smuggle in” new working practices to facilitate technical
improvements; (b) a vocal minority of staff (“yes RMT, we mean
you”) swing into action to protect the status quo; (c) management
buy off a threatened strike with pay rises or other costly concess-
ions; and (d) nothing really changes, and “at no point in the
process are the interests of customers paid anythingmore that
loud, meaningless lip service”. But it doesn’t have to be that way.
It’s no coincidence that in countries with the best railways, in
particular Germany and Switzerland, the rail companies have
“supervisory boards” where workers and union reps sit alongside
managers, and corporate law enshrines the need for opposing
views to be “reconciled little and often”. The result: fewer strikes,
and the “sidelining of noisy, self-interested minorities”. Let’s do it.
“Who knows, we might even get better rail services.”

An investor who slept through the year so farmight feel they had
“notmissed”much, says Buttonwood. The US and UK stock-
markets ended the sixmonths to 30 June more or less where they
started. Ten-year US Treasury bond yields are onlymodestly
higher, and a reawakened investor would not “be particularly
surprised to find that Europe was still engulfed in a Greek crisis”.
Yet despite appearances, a great deal has changed this year, and
“recent events have emphasised three lessons”. First, political risk
(in Greece and elsewhere) is growing, and affectingmarkets in
more unpredictable ways. Second, global investors are evermore
dependent on the “largesse” of central banks (in the form of ultra-
loose monetary policy) to underwrite their investments. Third,
reduced liquiditymeans thatmarkets can move very quickly, and
are more vulnerable to a “truly unforeseen shock” – perhaps from
Asia. The 2015 consensus has been that the global economy and
corporate profits “will strengthen in the second half”. If that
doesn’t turn out to be the case, stocks could be set for a big slide.

When pop stars ponder who to blame for their slumping earnings
from recorded music, there’s no shortage of “potential villains”,
says Jonathan Ford. There are the entrepreneurs who created
pirate file-sharing sites such as Napster; complacent record label
bosses; and of course Apple’s Steve Jobs, whose “insistence on
selling downloads by the track cut album sales to ribbons”.
Currently, a group of influential artists – led by Taylor Swift and
Thom Yorke of Radiohead – are pointing the finger at streaming
services, such as Spotify, Deezer and AppleMusic. Streaming
devalues the product, they argue, and musicians earn peanuts
from it. But rather than agonise about the streamers’ business
model (which is probably the “only viable future” anyway), music
stars would do better to direct some “pointed questions” at their
record labels. Recent research from EY shows that while artists
and songwriters share about 17% of streaming revenues, the
record labels waltz off with 50%. That’s about the same as when
all sales were physical, despite the labels’massively lower costs.
Pop stars: do not despair! Use your clout to demand a better deal.

Yanis Varoufakis
Farewell then, Yanis
Varoufakis – libertarian
Marxist, lover of game
theory, scourge of German
politicians and the IMF. Soon
after the referendum result,
Varoufakis noted drily on his
blog: “Iwas made aware of
a certain preference by some
Eurogroup participants for
my ‘absence’ from its
meetings. For this reason,
I am leaving the Ministry of
Finance.” Varoufakis, an
Athens economics professor,
has “mesmerised” the
media with his leather
jackets, motorbike and rock
star presence. But he will be
remembered “for his
substance”, said Suzanne
Moore in The Guardian. His
core standpoints – that
responsibility for the Greek
crisis does not lie with
Greece alone, and that the
human cost had become too

much to bear – are clearly
right. He put his points
eloquently: Greece, he said,
had been subjected to a
“fiscal waterboarding”, and
turned into a “debt colony”.
And he saved the best for
his parting shot: “I shall
wear the creditors’ loathing
with pride.”
During his five months in

office, the combative
Varoufakis achieved the
previously unthinkable:
“unity in the eurozone”, said
Mehreen Khan in The Daily
Telegraph. All 18 of his
fellow finance ministers
eventually rounded on him,
accusing him of being an
untrustworthy “gambler”.
He allegedly nearly came to
blows with eurozone chief
Jeroen Dijsselbloem.
Varoufakis’s successor is
Euclid Tsakalotos, another
Marxist academic. He seems
to be more conventional and
Eurocrat-friendly: an urbane,
softly spoken economist
educated at Oxford. But will
he be any more open to
compromise? Don’t bet on it.

A year of
two halves
for stocks?
Buttonwood

The Economist

Look to
Germany to
stop the strikes
Andrew Saunders

Management Today

Britain must
re-boot
global trade
Matthew Lynn

The Daily Telegraph

Taylor Swift is
attacking the
wrong target
Jonathan Ford

Financial Times
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AstraZeneca
The Sunday Telegraph
The pharma giant has
developed immuno-oncology
treatments, which should see
sales double from 2017. The
“patent cliff” is past its worst;
shares are up from a 12-month
low and should rise sharply.
Yields 4.4%. Buy. £41.67.

Brewin Dolphin
Investors Chronicle
Brewin is completing its
transformation from stock
broker to higher-value
discretionary wealth manager
and pensions specialist. Assets
and margins are up, and it
offers a near 4% rising yield.
Buy. 298p.

C&C Group
Investors Chronicle
The drinks group, best known
for Magners cider, is strongly
cash generative, with a robust
balance sheet despite
challenging trading conditions.
Dividend increases should
continue, and there’s scope for
re-rating. Buy. 365c.

Cohort
Shares
The defence specialist has seen
expectation-beating perform-
ances in all divisions, driven by
organic growth and acquis-
itions. It boasts strong revenue
visibility and an £18.8m war
chest: Investec has raised its
target to 360p. Buy. 293.5p.

Northgate
The Times
Boosted by the revival of the
Spanish economy, the van hire
business is moving away from
block national contracts,
towards higher margin small
businesses. Profits are up and
shares look reasonably priced.
Buy. 575p.

Seeing Machines
The Mail on Sunday
Seeing Machines develops kits
to monitor driver behaviour.
With the market growing, it
has agreements with leading
car, plane and machinery
makers. Sales should double, to
reach profits by 2018. A good
punt for the bold. Buy. 4.63p.

Who’s tipping what
The week’s best buys

…and some to sell

Galliford Try
The Sunday Times
Shares in the housebuilder have
“zoomed beyond most City
valuations” – Numis thinks
they’re worth £16.19. The
CEO is leaving, and Nation-
wide revealed a surprise 0.2%
fall in June house prices. Take
some profits. Sell. £17.41.

Hunting
The Daily Telegraph
Hunting provides drilling
equipment for oil and gas wells
around the world, and enjoyed
record profits in the shale
boom. But the slump in oil
price has caused profits to
crash and shares are “awfully
expensive”. Sell. 572p.

Ocado Group
The Times
The online grocery is still
barely profitable and shares
are volatile. It’s committed to
building two more distribution
centres, which will delay real
profits, and the share price
is “impossible to justify”.
Sell. 446p.

Persimmon
The Times
Although there’s no sign of the
housing boom coming to an
end any time soon, shares in
housebuilder Persimmon are
up 35% this year. Valuations
in the sector are looking
stretched: take some profits.
Sell. £20.24.

Sage Group
Shares
Accountancy software supplier
Sage faces pressure on profits
and cash generation,
restructuring charges and rising
debt, as it seeks to resolve its
cloud computing issues. Shares
are exposed to disappointment.
Sell. 532.5p.

Synthomer
The Times
The incoming CEO’s pledge to
expand the speciality chemicals
group through acquisitions is
worrying; it appears that there
are insufficient affordable
targets. Shares are up from
180p in October: take profits.
Sell. 310p.

Directors’ dealings

HomeServe

Chairman John Gibson is
already in profit on his
£168,000 purchase of

HomeServe shares a month
ago; shares topped 444p last
week. As the emergency

repairs firm continues to grow,
Gibson seized the buying

opportunity, spending £43,576
to raise his stake by 9%.

Form guide

Shares tipped 12 weeks ago

Best tip
James Halstead

The Daily Telegraph
up 23.14% to 406.37p

Worst tip
Thomas Cook Group

The Times
down 15.54% to 123.1p

Market view
“This is a time to hold your
nerve. If you have invested in
strong companies, you

should be able to weather the
current market storm.”
Gemma Godfrey of asset
manager Brooks Macdonald,

quoted in The Times
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Market summary

6-month movement in the FTSE 100 index

7 Jul 2015 Week before Change (%)
FTSE 100 6432.21 6520.98 –1.36%
FTSE All-share UK 3519.88 3570.58 –1.42%
Dow Jones 17776.91 17619.51 0.89%
NASDAQ 4997.46 4986.87 0.21%
Nikkei 225 20376.59 20235.73 0.70%
Hang Seng 24975.31 26250.03 –4.86%
Gold 1156.25 1171.00 –1.26%
Brent Crude Oil 57.12 63.23 –9.66%
DIVIDEND YIELD (FTSE 100) 3.77% 3.72%
UK 10-year gilts yield 1.96 2.14
US 10-year Treasuries 2.21 2.32
UK ECONOMIC DATA
Latest CPI (yoy) 0.1% (May) –0.1% (Apr)

0.9% (Apr)
+8.6% (May)

Latest RPI (yoy) 1.0% (May)
Halifax house price (yoy) +1.7% (Jun)

£1 STERLING $1.541 g1.395 ¥187.386

Key numbers for investors Best and worst performing sharesKey numbers for investors Best and worst performing shares Following the Footsie

WEEK’S CHANGE, FTSE 100 STOCKS
RISES Price % change
AstraZeneca 4178.00 +3.96
Land Securities Group 1250.00 +3.82
EasyJet 1590.00 +2.85
Barratt Developments 630.50 +2.60
Shire 5190.00 +1.86

FALLS
Rolls-Royce Holdings 759.50 –12.70
Glencore 230.60 –9.67
Anglo American 832.30 –9.38
Antofagasta 642.50 –6.82
Weir Group 1582.00 –6.78

BEST AND WORST UK STOCKS OVERALL
Formation Group 8.47 +70.35
Phorm Corporation 2.50 –44.44
Source: Datastream (not adjusted for dividends). Prices on 7 Jul (pm)
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Livinesi Kathiko, seven, sets
out for school in the dawn
mist with a spring in her
step. An emerald-green
adult’s handbag swings
incongruously from her
shoulder; a blue plastic mug
is clasped tightly in her
hand. She joins a procession
of children on the red dusty
road, chirping away merrily.
“Now she goes to school
happy, because she knows
she is going to have some
food,” says Livinesi’s
18-year-old sister, Beatrice,
who has run the household
since their mother died three
years ago. “Before, she was
hungry all the time.”

Livinesi goes to Chirimba primary school in the Machinga district
of eastern Malawi. She is one of 1,500 pupils there who have
recently started receiving food from Mary’s Meals, a Scottish
charity that provides one meal a day in a child’s place of
education. It is a remarkably straightforward aim, but one that
changes lives. The food incentivises parents to send their children
to school, and enables the youngsters to concentrate and grow
strong; and in doing so, gives hope to some of the world’s poorest
places. In some areas of Malawi, school attendance has risen by
50% since Mary’s Meals began providing food in 2002; a
generation of educated young
adults is emerging who otherwise
would have dropped out of
school. Mary’s Meals recently
passed the milestone of reaching
one million children around the
world – a fact that Magnus
MacFarlane-Barrow, the charity’s founder, says fills him with
awe. “It’s a number that is too big to get my brain around,” he
says. “But there’s a risk of getting caught up in the excitement of
the one million figure – for us it’s all about reaching the next
child; we have waiting lists in every country we work in.”

Beatrice shows me the room where she and her sisters – Livinesi,
Naomi, 14, and Phoebe, 16 – sleep together, their bed a mat on
the mud floor. In a second room the wall is covered with hand-
drawn posters of the alphabet and sums. At first light she wakes
her sisters and bathes them. It is Livinesi’s job to sweep the yard,
while the others fetch water. Beatrice organises their school
books, then, when the girls have left for school, she will clean
the house, and walk to the foothills of Chikala mountain to look
for saleable firewood. Food has never been part of their morning
routine. A small patch of maize, sweet potato and pumpkin
provides sporadic nourishment, but not enough for regular
meals. “Having food at school has helped the children a lot,”
Beatrice says. “They are energetic and alert. They are not
gloomy anymore.”

In 1992, during the Balkan wars, MacFarlane-Barrow, working
from his father’s shed in Argyll, asked for aid donations for
Bosnian refugees. He and his brother, Fergus, joined a convoy of

trucks laden with food and
clothes on what he initially
thought was a one-off
mission. It blossomed into a
full-time job with an
organisation they named
Scottish International Relief,
which went on to help
children in Romania and
provide emergency supplies
to Liberia.Ten years later, in
2002, MacFarlane-Barrow
travelled to Malawi for the
first time, to assist with
famine relief. He met a
woman dying of an Aids-
related illness whose
14-year-old son told him that
his only two wishes in life
were to have enough food to
eat, and to go to school one

day. That encounter sparked Scottish International Relief’s
evolution into a new school-based feeding operation, which
MacFarlane-Barrow, a devout Catholic, named Mary’s Meals.

The charity now provides for children in 12 countries across
Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean, at an average cost
of £12.20 per child, per year. “I think the reason we have got so
far is that we’ve found something that really works,” MacFarlane-
Barrow says. “It’s so simple. And it’s also been successful because
it is the community who own this – they are in charge of

providing volunteers to cook the
food, and supervising it.” The
school must agree to build a
kitchen, fitted out to Mary’s
Meals’ standard design, and
organise a rota of mothers to
come in each day and cook the

food. They must also provide storage facilities for the sacks of
food, and ensure that they are securely kept, away from potential
looters. In return, Mary’s Meals will provide consistent delivery of
the food, a stove and cooking utensils. A monitor will arrive by
motorbike – unannounced – twice a week, to ensure the food is
being served correctly and not siphoned off for sale. The charity
will feed all the schools within an educational district, to avoid
children migrating from one school to another just to seek food.
Which district is fed depends on where the need is greatest.

More than 25% of primary school children in Malawi – 747,224
– are now fed by Mary’s Meals. The scale of its operations there
dwarfs its other programmes; the next largest, in Liberia, feeds
128,910 children a day. The organisation plans to keep
expanding within the countries where it already operates, and
possibly move to other regions – most likely in sub-Saharan
Africa. Countries are selected according to need and the ability
to work with the government – the aim is for each host country
to eventually take over. Fundraising takes up much of
MacFarlane-Barrow’s time. He is at pains to stress the grassroots
nature of the charity’s support base, with thousands of people
sending in small sums. He tells of a prisoner in the US who wrote
and enclosed a $5 bill; a woman from Scotland who made do
without kitchen utensils after donating hers to the Balkans; of

The school meals that could
transform a nation

Some of the 747,224 children fed by Mary’s Meals in Malawi

Thirteen years ago, a devout Catholic from Scotland thought of a new way to help some of the poorest children on Earth: give
them one meal a day in their place of education. Harriet Alexander reports on a scheme that is having astonishing results

“More than 25% of Malawi’s children are
now fed by Mary’s Meals. In some areas,
school attendance has risen by 50%”
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tireless fundraising by children. “When
I think of Mary’s Meals, I see it as lots
of little acts of love,” he says. “It’s
individual people getting together to
do something amazing.”

In Malawi, the Mary’s Meals process
begins with Rab, a food and household
goods business that employs 2,000 people
in Blantyre, the commercial capital.
Farmers sell their crops to one of Rab’s
85 shops nationwide, and these are
processed into likuni phala – a corn and
soya porridge, fortified with vitamins and
minerals. Mary’s Meals buys the porridge
powder from Rab, so all the food served in Malawi is produced in
Malawi. “You’ll most likely find some of the food being delivered
back to the farmer whose family grew it,” Ahmed Sunka, the
deputymanaging director of Rab, says. “And it cuts out the
middle man. There is no space for corruption.”

“I love it so, so, so verymuch,” Ruth Juma, 15, says, beaming,
when asked about her daily ration. Her school is inside Dzaleka,
Malawi’s only refugee camp – home to more than 20,000 people,
mainly from Burundi, Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of
Congo. Mary’s Meals has been here since 2007, and in that time
school enrolment has risen from 1,400 pupils to more than 5,000.
It is the largest school supported byMary’s Meals. Ruth lives in
a tiny hut beside the school with her sisters Janine, 17, Sophia, 12,
and Dalene, six. The girls’ 60-year-old grandmother, Uzele
Paskazi, is their only other family. “Things are good here in
Malawi,” says Janine. “But not as good as in Congo.”

The girls grew up in eastern Congo – a region wracked by decades
of conflict. When soldiers came to their village and raped their
grandmother, their father tried to stop them. He was beheaded in
front of the family. The women – Ruth, her mother, grandmother
and sisters – ran away and hid in a rubbish dump above their
village, which was torched as they watched. Three days later the
girls’ mother gave birth to Dalene, but died in childbirth. “We
didn’t have time to bury her because the soldiers were coming, so
we had to run,” Janine says. They escaped into Lake Tanganyika,
which straddles the border with Tanzania, swimming with
thousands of other desperate villagers. Sophia was six at the time;
Ruth and Janine held her hands as they swam. A childhood spent
swimming for fun in the lake probably saved their lives. “We
swam underwater as much as we could,” Ruth says. “We could
hear the soldiers’ voices above us. My grandmother held Dalene
above her head but she cried because it was very cold and she was
hungry, and she was scared.” They have no idea how long they
swam for. But they emerged on the other side, sodden and
exhausted, then just kept walking. “Our clothes dried as we
walked. We had to beg people for food,” Ruth says. One man,
a Tanzanian trader, recognised the girls – he had done business
with their father – and drove them to the Malawian border.

“At the border they gave us food but we
couldn’t eat it because it hurt our
stomachs,” says Ruth. “Everyone was
talking about Dzaleka camp. We couldn’t
wait to get here.”

Janine now spends her days studying and,
in the evenings, works moulding bricks.
Each brick is worth 10 kwacha – 0.1p.
Her weekly earnings of about 500
kwacha (75p) will be spent on charcoal
to cook with. (The average income is
about £30 a month.) What would their
parents think if they could see them now?
The two girls look at each other and grin.

“They would be very happy,” they answer in unison, then giggle.

In February the World Bank declared Malawi the world’s poorest
country. Its economy is overwhelmingly based on agriculture –
most of it subsistence farming – and because cash rarely changes
hands, very little tax is paid. ButMalawi has also been beset by a
depressing conveyor belt of corruption, culminating, in September
2013, in a scandal dubbed “Cashgate” in which car boots stuffed
full of money were discovered at the gate to the government
compound in the capital, Lilongwe. An estimated £19m had been
siphoned from state coffers, into the pockets of politicians – 70
people were arrested, and southern Africa’s first female president,
Joyce Banda, failed to win re-election partly as a result. Donors,
including Britain, stopped providing bilateral aid – and most are
yet to return, though they do still fund projects within the country
provided the money does not go through government hands.

Back at Livinesi Kathiko’s village, the school day has begun, and
children line up for a raucous rendition of the national anthem,
before marching to their crowded, furniture-less classrooms.
Dyson Chitdowe, 27, watches from the shade of a tree. Not long
ago, he was one of them – an orphan, he studied his Year Four
education at the age of 24, and recently completed. Now he is
employed byMary’s Meals as a motorbike monitor, roaming the
district to perform spot checks on the schools. It was MacFarlane-
Barrow’s organisation, he says, thatmade him go to school. “I am
the only one in my family who has done well in life,” he says,
serious and articulate. “And now I am supporting the rest of
them. My brother is 17 and just starting Year Two; I also support
my sister and her two children. It’s a challenge for me but I love
doing it.” He confides that the children were asking him why he
was talking to the azungu – the term for white people in
Chichewa, the local language. He answered that it was his job,
and told them how they, too, must work hard so that they can
have a job and ride around on a motorbike. “I’m a role model
and I take it very seriously,” he says. “This is our new generation
of leaders. They are bound to make things better.”

A longer version of this article first appeared in The Daily
Telegraph. ©Harriet Alexander/Telegraph Magazine.
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For the week that was:
Itwas downright hot at Heathrow, with a high of 36.7°C – a Julymaximum
never before achieved in 130 years of records. (An August maximum
of 38.1°C at Kew Gardens [London] was recorded in 2003.) The lowest
maximum was 8.9°C at Lerwick (Shetland) on Fri, while the highest
minimum was in the early hours of last Sun – 18.2°C at Trawscoed
(Ceredigion), also on Fri. Strongest winds occurred on Fri, with a 70mph
squall at Warton Aerodrome (Lancashire).
The temperature reached 44°C at Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada (US), on

Tue, and fell to -2°C at Bowie Airport, Texas (US), on Fri. Cordoba (Spain)
reached 43.7°C on Sunday, and the maximum was 42.7°C on Monday,
while the temperature soared to 39.8°C at Getafe Airport in Madrid. Parc
Montsouris in Paris reached its maximum of 39.7°C on Wednesday,
second only to 40.4°C on 28 July 1947. Westpoint Island Settlement
(Falkland Islands) reached 32°C on Monday.

WEATHER

Wettest:
51mm (2.00in)
at West Moors
(Dorset), Thur 2nd

Driest:
0.2mm fell at
Herstmonceux
(East Sussex) in
the week to 7th
July

Sunniest:
15.8h at Kinloss
(Morayshire),
Fri 3rd

Coldest:
4°C (39°F) at
Katesbridge
(Co Down) and
Strathallan,
Mon 6th

Warmest:
36.7°C (98.0°F) at
Heathrow Airport
(Greater London),
Wed 1st

●

●

●

●

●

MacFarlane-Barrow (right) with Ruth’s grandmother
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THE WEEK CROSSWORD 961
An Ettinger card case and two Connell Guides will be given to the sender of the
first correct solution to the crossword and the clue of the week opened on Monday 20 July.
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Name

Address

Clue of the week answer:

Tel no

P1030B

P1030P

ACROSS
1 Chocolate cake and fingers get
good marks (7,6)
8 Sadist caught at the centre of
dreadful oiks (5)
9 Son dashes out for plimsolls (9)
11 One close outside back of room
for changing (8)
12Woody in rural Leningrad (5)
14With force unused, not so many
in jug (4)
15 Showy plant is what’s placed in
new patio (10)
18Without doubt, power drill right
to be brought forward (3,7)
19 Choir member’s partly nasal
tone (4)
20 One’s offspring can be a topic for
discussion (5)
22 Cook lining up initially one type
of pasta (8)
25 Daniel regularly put in a
complaint, mostly about oriental
leader (5,4)
26 Attorney on periodical is a lady
from E Europe? (5)
27 You could have snow indoors
without it! (4,9)

DOWN
2 Loud noise always indicates
someone fiddling (9)
3 Sought support of European in
small forest (5)
4 Fine details of a cricket-match?
(3,3,4)
5 Bet with old money from Ireland (4)
6 Extremely popular suit (2,6)
7 Charge is about right for an online
nuisance (5)
8 Rock fans omitted humour (5,2,4 )
10 Seasonal visitor’s name heard in
Californian city (5,6)
13 Expect picture I turned up in a new
gallery on the Thames (10)
16 Lecture from monarch interrupting
tenor, 19 (7-2)
17 Army corps has had it put right (8)
21 Square on Oval ground gets burst
of criticism (5)
23 Uplift for corporation with a good
range (5)
24 State of confusion in parts of this
magazine reportedly! (4)

Clue of the week: Surround source of sugar surrounded by source of sugar (5)
Independent, Hob

For binders to hold 26 copies of The Week at £8.95 (www.modernbookbinders.com)

The Week is available on CD and via the e-text service from National
Talking Newspapers on 01435-866102; www.tnauk.org.uk

Solution to Sudoku 228

Puzzle supplied by

Solution to Crossword 959
ACROSS: 5Merchandising 8 Digs 9 Rapporteur 10 Reverend 12 Do-si-do
14 Haft 16 Pater 17 Part 18 Crises 19 Repartee 22 Fratricide 25 Airy
26Winkle-pickers
DOWN: 1 Prospectus 2 Charge 3 Disorder 4Wilt 5Maize 6 Nap 7 Go under
11 Deter 13 Supersaver 15 Air crew 16 Pastille 20 Preach 21 Earns 23 Tuna
24 Imp
Clue of the week: Releases classified information about G Brown following E
Balls (3,6 first letters L & B) Solution: LEG BREAKS (E G BR IN LEAKS)

The winner of 959 is Clare Downey from Reading

Charity of the week
The Lloyds Bank Foundation
for England and Wales funds
small and medium-sized
charities in local communities

who are tackling disadvantage. The Foundation works specifically with
charities that intervene at critical points in people’s lives, helping them
move from vulnerable positions towards safer, more stable lifestyles. This
includes charities supporting homeless people to find accommodation,
victims of domestic abuse to rebuild their lives and the long-term
unemployed to find work. Our Invest programme covers core running costs
so that charities focus on the people that need them, while our Enable
programme helps charities become more sustainable. To see whether
your charity is eligible to apply for funding, or see which charities
we support, visit www.lloydsbankfoundation.org.uk.

Fill in all the squares so that
each row, column and each
of the 3x3 squares contains
all the digits from 1 to 9

Solution to Sudoku 504
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Sudoku 505 (difficult)

Puzzle supplied by

Thisweek’s crosswordwinner
will receive an Ettinger (www.
ettinger.co.uk) visiting card case
for business cards or to use as
a miniwallet, and two Connell

Guides (www.connellguides.com).
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