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As we say goodbye to the infernal Indian summer, everyone is looking forward to respite in the form 
of June showers. The lovely monsoons come with their own fair share of trouble. Of course, we know 
there would be innumerable potholes, water logging, bumper to bumper traffic… but still, I am sure, 
just like me, many would agree that rains are magical. The sweet scent of the dried earth when it 
drizzles, children playing in the water, paper boats floating by, clouds gathering over the sea, 
raindrops on flowers and leaves, colourful umbrellas, ginger teas, plateful of bhajiyas… countless 
memories are attached with this wonderful season.
 
But then, there are a string of rain checks too before the downpour happens and everyone at home, 
especially the lady of the house is ready with a list. For instance, my own mother is preparing the 
house against the onslaught of moisture. She is keeping aside all things heavy that will take ages to 
dry. It is just one of the many things all Indians do in anticipation of wet weather. So dear reader, while 
we all get ready to welcome the monsoon; we bring you some design ideas to enjoy this season of 
fresh energy, regeneration and prosperity in style — without the worry that comes with the weather    
 
Scan through our numerous picks in the Bazaar section (from furniture, to furnishings to beautiful 
accessories) which echoes the colours of the season — sexy stark greys, blissful soothing blues, and 
earthy energizing greens. Travel with us to lifestyle brand Home Town’s Mumbai location to take 

cues from a setting styled by the in-house team of furnishings brand 
Tangerine. This bedroom setup showcases the brands latest monsoon 
range of bed and bath linen. Simultaneously, there’s also 
contemporary bedroom furniture from Home Town. Teamed with 
blue and green accessories; this DIY feature will urge you to stay in bed 
for a lot longer! Dryers, we all need them during these wet months — 
we feature the five best tumble dryers from leading brands across the 
country in our Hi-Five pages. Don’t miss out on our special feature on 
doors and windows in our In Focus section. 
 
And yes, the residential projects we feature this month are wow-
inducing… read it at leisure and revel in their design intricacies; while I 
go and pay homage to the rain gods we so eagerly wait for every year.

Editorial
Design Shower

Deepa Nair
Editor

I love grey and geometric 
patterns… two reasons why 
the gorgeous collection of 
dinner service from Maison 
15 created from high 
quality porcelain clay 
features here.

editor’s pick

Rotella is part 
of Idus’ newest 
range of modern 
consoles available in 
varied shapes. It 
features excellence 
in workmanship  
and design quality, 
has a black finish 
and a stunning  
base design.

Architects Shobhan 
Kothari and Anand 
Menon of Atelier dnD breaks 
many stereotypes in a 2,500 
square-foot Mumbai apartment. 
They create a stunning cocoon 
to accommodate furniture, art 
and accessories. The result? A 
timeless design. 

Architects Archis Patel 
and Tanvi Rajpurohit 
of A+T Associates designs a 
home dominated by patterns 
which has been crafted from a 
diverse material palette, that 
marries the family’s Indian 
roots while reflecting their 
modern lifestyle.

Arquitectura en 
Movimiento Workshop  
from Mexico weaves their magic in  
a 5,680 square-foot Mumbai 
apartment and creates a 
contemporary, elegant and serene 
home for a family of four. The 
apartment is designed around a 
masterpiece — a sculptural staircase.

New in 
stores
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By keeping beige-brown as the 
dominant hue in this apartment in 
Mumbai, Atelier dnD disperse 
colour through some interesting 
pieces of furniture and accents. 
The idea was to keep the shell of 
the space pragmatic with layers of 
art and accessories that can be 
replacable and therefore, the 
space remains timeless in appeal.

Cover Photograph: Sebastian 
Zachariah; Courtesy Atelier dnD

DESign BYTES

Thing Tank

june 2015

120+ seasonal tips and tricks to welcome 

the rains with a deluge of good design   SWOON FOR MONSOON

1 cosy setting to enjoy the weather 

from the comfort of your bed 

  A special guide to make your doors and windows 

in vogue with the latest trends in the market

DO IT YOURSELF

BEST BUYS

70+ picks that celebrate vibrancy by bringing 

the colours of monsoon inside your home 

FEATURING 

Arquitectura en Movimiento Workshop

A+T Associates

Atelier dnD

Lekha Washington

         ` 100JUNE 2015 134-page Issue

w
w

w
.b

et
te

ri
nt

er
io

rs
.in

047

042

Roundabout
Here’s a complete coverage of new brands, 
store launches and exciting events.

Techniques
A Slice of MonSoon
Tangerine’s in-house designers handpick a 
range of appealing furnishings, furniture and 
home decor accessories in a plethora of 
breezy blues and refreshing greens to create a 
serene and refreshing bedroom setting. 

infocus
frAMe Story
Sometimes the most essential parts of our 
homes are ignored. We therefore bring to you 
a complete guide to the trends, ideas and 
opinions on the importance of doors and 
windows in home design.

022

074

1 6   BETTER INTERIORS  J u n e 2 0 1 5

Swish List
From classy and chic furniture to cosy bed 
linen and upholstery, we round up the latest 
home comforts for your interiors.

Bazaar
MonSoon SpreAd
With the sky filling up with grey fluffy clouds 
and the trees just waiting to soak up in the 
rains… it’s time to dress up your homes with 
products in the soothing and serene hues of  
blues, greys and greens.

047

068

068074



Contents

1 8   BETTER INTERIORS  J u n e 2 0 1 5

habitat
A diAlogue About deSign
A foundation of good design layered with the walls of  
right furniture, art and accessories, makes this Mumbai 
home designed by Atelier dnD a thing of sheer beauty  
and elegance.

A plAy of pAtternS
Designed by A+T Associates, this stylish house in Vadodara 
is dominated by patterns created with the help of a varied 
material palette. 

tHe StAircASe HouSe
This uber cool apartment in central-Mumbai that takes up 
two floors of a six-storey building is cleverly and 
sculpturally designed by Mexico’s Arquitectura en 
Movimiento Workshop.

CEnTRESTagE

FinaL TakE

112

120

126

130

090

100

Contents

gallery
Take your pick from home essentials like bath tubs, 
televisions and kitchen gear.

Directory
A comprehensive guide to the stores and people listed in 
this issue. 

Pick apart
The Better Interiors team chooses their favourites.

120

112

100

090



2 0  BETTER INTERIORS   J u n e 2 0 1 5

Everyday 
Inspiration

6 8  BETTER INTERIORS  M AY 2 0 1 5 M AY 2 0 1 5   BETTER INTERIORS  69

The striped, multi-
coloured Ojas fabric, 
dominated by a  
deep purple.

With a mind that is open to influences and views from different cultures, Valerie 
Barkowski turns the mundane and the ordinary into objects suited to contemporary 

living. A case in point is her on-going project for No-Mad in Mumbai.

TEXT: RUPALI SEBASTIAN; PHOTOGRAPHS: SAMEER TAWDE AND TANIA PANOVA; COURTESY NO-MAD

F
or Valerie Barkoswki, the world is 
her oyster. Her greed for life, its 
experiences and different 
cultures, insatiable. To her, each 
day hands over a precious 
moment, an impression, around 

which become wrapped layers of creative 
thinking. Then this entity is polished until it 
becomes something unique that can be 
presented to the world.

The Belgian-born designer has been in the 
enviable position of birthing several home-
decor brands: right from developing concepts; 
christening the brand; building teams; to 
execution and positioning, in addition to 
interior design, styling and product and set 
design. Her journeys have made her intimately 
involved with Russia, Morocco, India and 
France, where she indulged her open-
mindedness to different points of view, her 
appetite for creative exchanges and, mostly, 
her penchant for age-old handcrafts and 
techniques. Her portfolio scores high on 
everything handmade: frame loom knotting, 
hand embroidery, knitting on a handloom, 

felt-making, screen-printing and block printing 
by hand… It’s as if she’s made it her personal 
goal to fete objects forged by intense human 
effort and activity since antiquity. “Every 
country I visit I spend time in the bazaars, on 
the streets, eat street food... I immerse myself 
in the everyday life of the people. There, I find 
traditions, crafts, utensils, local manners... Even 
in India, when my Indian friends were looking 
for and buying products from abroad, I used to 
scout for everyday objects and products in 
bazaars. They used to laugh at me for buying a 
muddha, an aluminium lunch box, or a 
cloth-bound accounting book,” reminisces 
Valerie with a smile.     

Valerie’s tryst with India began at the age of 
20, when she spent three months in the 
country. The trip, she says, changed her life. 
Then, in 2008, Sunita Namjoshi, proprietor of 
Synergy Lifestyle in Mumbaï, entrusted a 
project, later to be known as the Bandit Queen 
in her hands, which went on to create waves 
and receive several awards. “I wanted the 
international markets to look into India first. 
For me, it was very important to launch the 

PRODUCT DESIGNER

Valerie Barkoswki

{DesignBytes} Product Design

Kindly write in with your raves or rants to: 
deepa.nair@network18publishing.com or post to The editor, Better Interiors, unit no. 501, 5th Floor, Tower-I
One Indiabulls Centre, Senapati Bapat Marg, elphinstone Road, Mumbai 400013. 
nOTe: CORReSpOndenCe wIll Be edITed FOR puRpOSe OF lengTh and gRaMMaR.

letter of the Month
The 10th Anniversary issue of Better Interiors is simply fantastic.  
And what made it so special was the theme — introducing 10 young, 
dynamic and talented women in the field of architecture, design and 
art. I loved the way the theme was explored through various 
categories in design, each of them written in detail and well laid out. 
But I must confess I was in complete awe of the beautiful products 
designed by Valerie Barkowski for the brand No-Mad. Having said 
that, I think all the women featured in the issue are exceptional. This 
issue definitely makes it to my archives. Congratulations on 
completing a decade in print! 
KrItIKa JoshI, ahmedaBad

very GraPhiC
Mamagoto is one of my recent 
go-to restaurants. The food 
(especially the caramel sponge 
cake), the fun ambience and 
decor together makes it a very 
enjoyable dining experience for 
me. I always used to appreciate 
the decor and the graphics here 
but never really bothered to know 
who had designed the space. I 
think this is the case with most 
restaurants most of us visit. But 
when I read the article on graphic 

Letter 
of the 
month

Write back

art and Craft 
From all the stories featured this 
Anniversary issue, I felt that 
Dakshyani Gowda’s journey and 
her work with Sanchali was the 
most interesting read. Very rarely 
do we come across people who 
are trying to make a difference 
with their work and this one is 
definitely applaud worthy. I am 
glad that the magazine brought 
Dakshyani’s story to the forefront. 
Thank you and congratulations on 
completing a decade.
rose Fernandes, Bangalore

sunny hoMe
The article titled, The Light House 
featured in the Habitat section of 
your incredible 10th anniversary 
issue made me write this letter. I 
absolutely loved the way the 
architects at Khora have turned a 
dull, introvert house in Bangalore 
into one that is full of light, warmth 
and vibrancy. The courtyard, the 
entrance, the verandah and 
staircase are all filled with lush 
green trees and plants and add 
freshness to the space that is so 
hard to have in metropolitan cities. 
So in a way it makes me envious 
too and I hope I can have a home 
like this one someday. For now, I 
just I’ll just make do with 
appreciating this one. 
Fatema merchant, mumBaI

designer Chetana Vij Sharma, I 
realized that a restaurant is not 
just about the food… the decor of 
the space adds to the entire 
experience and is not something 
to be easily neglected. The next 
time I like a restaurant, I will make 
it a point to find out who has 
designed it. 
Karan Verma, new delhI

PiCture PerfeCt
My husband and I are big on decor 
and have a penchant for 
collecting artefacts from across 
the globe. We also follow your 
magazine diligently and 
appreciate all the work the team 
puts in month-on-month. The 10th 
anniversary issue was a great 

Beautiful hoMes
The Habitat segment of Better 
Interiors is my favourite. My 
friends and I have gone through 
the homes featured in the 
magazine countless times and 
have tried to pick up ideas for 
decorating our homes; be it a 
furniture piece, upholstery or a 
colour scheme. This issue too the 
team has done a splendid job and 
all the articles were a great read. 

read. However, it is only once a 
year that we get to see the faces 
of the team behind the working of 
this monthly magazine. So, I 
thought of writing to you to 
congratulate each member of the 
team for the milestone achieved. I 
also noticed that the location is 
outside The Great Eastern Home 
which we visit often and I never 
thought it would make for such a 
lovely backdrop for a picture. 
Great stuff! 
sanam mathur, mumBaI

Especially loved the projects 
designed by Amee Vora, Ink 
Architecture and Chrysalis Design 
Studio. While each space has a 
distinct design style and identity, I 
was impressed with the approach 
that each firm/designer followed 
to bring the homes to life. Loved 
the tree branch-shaped bookcase 
(featured in Ink Architecture’s 
article) and plan to use the design 
for my daughter’s bedroom. 
Great job!
gunJan laKhanI, Pune

Erratum
In the Roundabout section (page 33) 
of the May 2015 issue, the brand 
Home and Garden Life is erroneously 
mentioned as Home Garden and Life. 
Garden lovers can visit www.
homeandgardenlife.com for the best 
gardening solutions.
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{DesignBytes} Roundabout

Merstegien Mktg Pvt LiMited based in CoChin, 
Kerala, has entered the home accessories market with a 
bang. They are the sole distributors of the two well known 
German brands — Goebel Porzellan GmbH, a 144-year old 
company producing fine porcelain articles, and Arnstadt 
Kristall GmbH, a premium manufacturer of high quality hand 
crafted lead crystals. The products from Goebel include 
porcelain paintings, vases, table lamp and many more, from 
famous artists like Vincent van Gogh, Claude Monet, Auguste 
Renoir, Johan Laurentz Jensen, Michael Parkes, Delmonica 
and Gustav Klimt. Arnstadt offers an exclusive range of 
barware, tableware and gift articles. Products from both 
Goebel and Arnstadt carry a quality seal certificate and each 
product is one of a kind, limited edition piece.  
Tel: (0484) 2369370

A round-up of whAt’s new in stores, products, Art shows And much more.
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Godrej unveils new 
brand nXw

merstegien introduces luxury brands 

ePisode at dLF 
ProMenade
episode has launched a boutique 
outlet in DLf Promenade spread 
over 320 sq ft. The interiors of 
the space has pristine white 
background and splashes of 
dark wood veneer. Products 
available include sterling silver 
and silver plated deities, idols, 
dinnerware etc.
Tel: (011) 41664478/9

Cai exhibition  
in Chennai
The Construction, Architecture 
& interiors exhibition will be held 
between 7th to 9th August, 2015, 
at the Chennai Trade Centre 
(nandambakkam). The 
exposition will showcase a 
collection of modern 
technologies and materials.  
www.caiexpo.in

MetaL CraFt by 
hoMesake.in
Homesake.in has unveiled a 
range of antique metal craft 
home decor products inspired 
by Victorian era such as a royal 
surahi, royal antique silver conch, 
t-light holder and more.  
www.homesake.in

gardening store at 
aMazon.in
www.amazon.in has launched its 
new organic gardening store; 
curated in three broad areas 
—seeds, fertilizers and pest 
control. Customers can now 
choose to grow healthy fruits 
and vegetables at their homes 
with these natural products.
www.amazon.in

QUiCk take

an answer to City 
dwellers problem of 
space crunch, www.
boxmyspace.com is a 
unique startup in the 
physical storage space. 
The brand provides easy 
and secure options for 
storage — whether one 
is going out of the city for 
work, remodeling their 
home or simply wants to 
store valuables. They 
offer two storage plans: 
by the space (for 
furniture and large 
items) and by the box (to 
store documents, books, 
albums etc). The 
belongings are then kept 
safely at their facility in 
bhiwandi and can be 
returned within 24 hours. 
Tel: 7666842727

Box my space 
introduced 
in mumbai

technology. with this technology, 
users can customize their 
refrigerator the way they want by 
storing food in three flexible 
temperature zones — Chiller  
(-1°C to 3°C), fridge (1°C to 5°C) 
and Pantry (4 °C to 8°C). next  
in line is a range of washing 
machines, microwave ovens  
and air conditioners.
www.godrejappliances.com

godrej aPPLianCes has 
forayed into the premium home 
appliances segment under a new 
brand, nXw (next world). nXw 
follows a human centric philosophy 
that looks to bring people together 
in the real world using technology. 
The first product launched under 
the brand is the next Generation 
Refrigerator having the JTRT (Just 
the Right Temperature) 
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Roundabout

Asian paints to beautify new delhi

A new tfr store in Kirti nagar the Light room  
at tGeh

frazer and haws 
store in new delhi

branChing oUt into Lighting 
fixtures, lamps and chandeliers, The Great 
eastern Home (TGeH) has unveiled The 
Light Room at its store in byculla, Mumbai. 
sprawled over an area of 2,000 sq ft, the  
exquisite Light Room offers its buyers a 
lovely assortment of wall lights, lamps, floor 
light, table lights, suspensions and 
chandeliers (crafted in brass and gilded with 
gold). The decor of the space has a pastel 
colour palette. A huge gorgeous chandelier 
greets at the entrance of the room with a 
variety of lamps and fixtures displayed along 
the length of the space.
Tel: (022) 22910764

Frazer and haws has UnveiLed its 
new showroom at Defence Colony in Delhi. 
This 1,400 sq ft space displays an exquisite 
range of art, decor, accent furniture, lights 
and other innovative products. with black, 
white and taupe as its colour palette, the 
showroom has eclectic interiors. On 
entering the store, one can see a wide 
corridor with well-lit display cabinets 
comprising of silverware. A black and white 
chequered floor with a gold dome above 
can be seen on the right. Meanwhile, more 
cabinets in the niche on the right display 
giftables and other silverware.
Tel: (011) 24331777

in an endeavoUr to breathe LiFe 
back into new Delhi’s cityscape Asian Paints 
has joined hands with st+art india’s Delhi 
festival. st+Art india foundation is a non-profit 
organization that collaborates with street 
artists from around the globe on art projects in 
public spaces. Asian Paints is encouraging them 
with paint and administrative support to turn 
dull and boring walls to interactive, colourful 

the FUrnitUre rePUbLiC (tFr) has oPened a brand new store in kirti nagar, 
new Delhi. spanning an area of 1,200 sq ft, the three-storeyed store redefines lifestyle and urban 
luxury designs. while the hand-painted walls give a dash of fresh and elevated look to the store, 
the hand-painted bamboo partitions accentuates the ambience of the space. On offer are a new 
range of stylish, modern and vibrant pieces of furniture such as sofas, chairs and lounges, coffee 
tables, bar units, beds, carpets and rugs, pouffes, dining sets and a plethora of accessories. 
www.tfrhome.com

and vibrant artworks. A total of 12 international 
and 15 national artists have come together to 
beautify several flyovers, underpasses and a 
few landmark buildings in the capital. Cold 
storages in Azadpur Mandi, the walls of  
Lok nayak bhawan in Khan Market, and  
the walls of Lodhi Colony are next in line  
for a makeover.
www.asianpaints.com
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Roundabout

James whitaker designs funky 
offices out of shipping containers

the eUroPean Centre For 
Architecture Art Design and Urban studies 
and The Chicago Athenaeum: Museum of 
Architecture and Design had organized the 
2015 Green Good Design Awards. Consumer 
products, architecture, and urban planning 
projects from 24 countries topped this year’s 
list as The Green 100. This year’s winners of 
the awards include a new campus plan in 
egypt to a farming kindergarten in Vietnam. 
These projects are redefining our future and 
proving that design can be a force for positive 

social change. A total of 65 product designs 
were part of the 100. Apart from that, 25 
building and urban planning projects also join 
the 100 list, and include the MDU, a mobile 
dental unit designed by san francisco-based 
architect David Montalba and the blooming 
bamboo House by Vietnamese studio H&P 
Architects — the first floating house that can 
withstand floods up to three metres.
http://www.architectureanddesign.com.au/
news/world-s-top-100-green-design-
products-and-architec

100 projects get Green Good 
design Awards 

false Alternatives 
28th March 2015 to 31st august 2015 
Park hyatt, 39 velachery road,  
near raj bhavan, Chennai 600032. 
Mobile: 9940491840

Gallery Veda in collaboration with Park Hyatt 
will host the contemporary art show false 
Alternatives, curated by Meenakshi Thirukode. 
it brings together 15 contemporary cultural 
practices, which instigate conversations 
around the theory that inspired its title. Artists 
participating include Alexander singh, Chitra 
Ganesh, Haseeb Ahmed, Jaret Vadera, seema 
Kohli and sujeeth Kumar sreekandath.

ram Kumar — drawings 
from the 60’s’  
8th june 2015 to 10th july 2015 
gallery 7, g 3, ground Floor, oricon 
house, kala ghoda, Mumbai 400001 
tel: 22183996

A legendary conceptual solo show of artist 
Ram Kumar’s drawings from the 60s will be 
displayed at Gallery 7. Done in pen and ink on 
paper, these paintings have a mesmerizing 
presence which touches our heart and mind 
the moment we fix our gaze at them. The 
drawings belong to the celebrated Varanasi 
phase of the artist’s career which transformed 
his figurative period into a non 
representational one.

Please note: for insertion in this column, we 
require details of upcoming events at least a 
month in advance. we request you to send in 
event schedules to:  
deepa.nair@network18publishing.com
Updates on events is at the discretion of the 
organizers. information is valid at the time of 
going to print. 

renderings to promote his studio’s move into 
digital imagery production. The client had 
originally requested a design using shipping 
containers to reduce its cost, which formed 
the basis for the architect’s suggestion to 
cluster the metal boxes in a radial  
composition. The building’s radial, crystal-like 
structure was inspired by crystal growths  
in a science laboratory and the eleventh-
century castle that overlooks Hechingen.  
The modern building is designed to be 
elevated above ground on concrete pillars, 
with the cantilevered shipping containers 
bolted to the tops of the lower containers  
for stability. 
http://www.dezeen.com/2015/03/26/
james-whitaker-affordable-workplace-
concept-cluster-shipping-containers-
visualisations/

Fyi

London-based arChiteCt jaMes 
whitaker had proposed a low-cost workspace 
in 2010 for an advertising agency in the 
German town of Hechingen using shipping 
containers. However, the agency closed 
before the project could be realized. but, 
whitaker recently created some detailed 
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The House of Things 
goes online 

Simon re-launches 
operations in India

Now you caN visit  
www.thehouseofthings.com to buy 
some rare products and art for 
your homes. Sourced from the 
world over, the site functions as a 
curated marketplace with a focus 
on unique and uniquely-designed 
products ranging from fine 
furniture and paintings to curios, 
precious jewels, sculptures, 
antiques, rugs and accessories. 
Apart from a selection of in-house 

spaiN-based switch-maker 
Simon, who had forayed into India 
seven years back, is on a 
re-launching drive to tap the 
electrical wiring devices and 
lighting control systems category. 
One of Europe’s well-known 
switch-makers, Simon also deals 
in connectivity, home control 
systems, outdoor and indoor 
lighting and electric vehicle 
charging systems. With an aim to 
revolutionize the switch industry, 

the company aims to launch a 
completely new range of switches 
with new colours in India. Simon 
now sees India as the second 
largest market after China and is 
therefore investing around ` 25 
crore in the next three years on 
R&D, marketing and branding. 
The company has called its design 
and R&D team from Spain to 
enhance the design and quality 
level of products.
www.simon.co.in

products, this site has 
collaborated with design experts, 
each of whom act as a curator and 
a selector of the products 
available. Brands include Airdiem, 
Moser, Michael Aram, Sarita 
Handa, Jay Strongwater, Andraab, 
Essajees, Progetti, Taherally’s 
among many others. The website 
also offers a concierge service 
to navigators. 
Tel: 8003011110
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The New Sri Lankan House

The New SRi LaNkaN houSe 
Author Robert Powell
Photography by Sebastian Posingis
ISBN 9781780675749
Essays by David Robson
Published by Laurence king
Pages 224
Availability amazon india
Reviewed By Varna Shashidhar

DiScover beauTifuL beSpoke HomeS by Some of Sri LaNka’S LeaDiNg NameS iN 
arcHiTecTure aND DeSigN ToDay.

ThIS INSIghTful Book hAS 
been penned by Robert Powell, 
the prolific author of over 30 titles 
on tropical houses around asia. 
The New Sri Lankan house is a 
comprehensive collection of the 
works of Sri Lankan architects. 
Geoffrey Bawa, the legendary 
regionalist architect is well known 
and much revered across asia, but 
others from this spectacular 
island country remain side-lined 
as their work is small in scale and 
often private in nature. But then 
this book comes along to 
introduce their extraordinary 
contemporary work — 26 homes 
by 21 such ingenious 
professionals. it acquaints us with 
a new generation of Sri Lankan 
architects who are undoubtedly 
charting a new direction for 
post-war architecture in  
Sri Lanka. 

it’s clear from the projects 
featured that the new generation 
Sri Lankan architects share a 
genuine concern for climate, 
ecology and harmonious living. 
The tome is divided into sections 
based on the location — from the 
coast to the suburbs and includes 
city dwellings. There is attention 
given to aesthetics and serenity 
imbued in projects such as the 
Guava house designed by 
architect Ranjan aluwihare — it 
sports a sensational pool that 
extends to meet the hills. Then 
there’s the focus on simplicity 
through a delightfully modernist 
entertainment pavilion in urban 
Colombo which is designed by 
architect Palinda kannangara. 
architect Channa Dasawatte’s 
own house built around personal 
history (such as windows 
salvaged from a Bawa project) is 

another interesting project 
featured here. This book clearly 
indicates that the architects in 
Sri Lanka have a rich, 
individualistic oeuvre that hinges 
on a balance and respect for 
open plan as much as it does of 
the built. evocative photographs 
by Sebastian Posingis provide  
a fresh perspective of  
these projects. 
There are some other perks too. 
David Robson, who has authored 
authoritative books on Sri Lankan 
architecture including ‘Geoffrey 
Bawa: The Complete works, 
Beyond Bawa’ has contributed an 
introduction and an essay on the 
Legacy of Geoffrey Bawa. 
additionally, there are projects by 
famous Sri Lankan architects,  
C anjalendran, Vijitha Basanayake 

and Madhura Prematillake. Not 
just that, three Sri Lankan family 
homes designed by celebrated 
architects Tadao ando, kerry hill 
and Shigeru ban also finds place 
here. Then there is Robert 
Powell’s essay on Tropical 
architecture in Sri Lanka which 
discusses Geoffrey Bawa’s 
Cinammon hill house at 
Lunuganga as an exemplary 
approach of how living with 
nature can be embraced instead 
of having the two conflict. 
This book which is devoid of any 
excessive theorization will be a 
perfect discovery for readers who 
admire beauty, simplicity and 
eloquence. one hopes that an 
equally compelling volume of 
public work from this country will 
soon emerge.
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arTiST DHruvi acHarya’S paiNTiNgS focuS oN aN urbaN womaN’S Life.

www.dhruvi.com

ARTIST
Dhruvi acharya
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MuMBAI-BASEd ARTIST dhRuvI 
acharya is influenced artistically by 
indian miniature paintings, 
contemporary comic books and 
Takashi Murakami’s Superflat 
movement — her paintings are a 
fusion of various artistic genres. 
employing a subtle, dark and wry 
humor she creates beguiling images 
that convey the often-contradictory 
life of the modern urban indian 
woman, privileged, but with 
underlying discord from the social 
and environmental constraints 
around her. This artistic journey 
began when she started painting her 
memories attached with the 
homeland after marrying and settling 
down in the uS in 1995. These 
paintings were an extension of her 
drawings sensitively chronicled in a 
daily journal. This documentation 
urged her to do Masters in Fine arts 
from hoffberger School of Painting, 
Maryland institute, College of art, 
Baltimore (1998). Some of Dhruvi’s 
exhibitions include Gasp!, kravets/
wehby Gallery, New York (2010); 
one Life on earth, Chemould 
Prescott Road, Mumbai (2008); Two 
Plus Two equals, Gallery Chemould 
(2006) and woman, Mother, 
Goddess, Jehangir Gallery,  
Mumbai (2002).
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IT wAS ThE EARThquAkE 
which hit haiti in 2010 that inspired 
product designers alice Min Soo 
Chun and Stacy kelly (co-founders 
of New York-based Solight Design) 
to invent the Solarpuff — a foldable 
lantern inspired by the principles of 
origami. it is designed with 
sustainable and high-performance 
recyclable polyethylene 
terephthalate fabric which is 
specifically engineered for 
durability, flexibility and water 
resistance. The product is also 
structured for adaptability and 
recyclability. The circuit contains a 
photovoltaic solar panel, 10 bright 
white LeDS and a lithium-ion 
polymer battery. it boasts 100 
lumens and can fully charge in eight 
hours and facilitate 8-12 hours of 
light. The lantern folds flat and 
weighs just 2.3 ounces and 
therefore can be easily carried 
around in a purse or bag. Solarpuff 
is an ideal replacement for kerosene 
lamps which contribute to global 
warming and create unhealthy 
indoor air conditions. it can also be 
an off-grid light solution for the 1.6 
billion people around the world who 
don’t have access to electricity. 

PRoducT dESIgNERS

alice Min Soo and 
Stacy kelly

www.solight-design.com

SoLigHT DeSigN’S SoLarpuff iS a SmaLL LaNTerN wiTH a Huge impacT.
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LekHa waSHiNgToN TeLLS uS abouT Her braND ajji, aND wHaT iNSpireS Her To keep a 
baLaNce beTweeN Her acTiNg aND DeSigN careerS.

when in life did this passion for design engulf you? 
i’ve been keen on creating things for as far back as i can 
remember. i would design my own toys and games at seven, 
make moulds out of flour and generally obsess about details.

An established actor, a product designer and an artist… 
how do you balance all these arts at the same time? Pick 
a favourite… 
i love all three, and am only truly balanced when i have a little 
of everything in my life. That’s a tough act to juggle, 
sometimes i get it, and sometimes i don’t. No favourites, i love 
it all!

The profile on your webpage states that you are a 
product designer, sculptor, actor and teller of 
silly stories. Tell us one of those silly stories which 
resulted in a fantastic product design… 
well, my very first chair, the Pink Sink, was made when i was 
trying to make the worst chair possible. You see, at a course at 
NiD called Bad Design we were trying to make products that 
looked highly impractical — a chair that looks like it can’t hold 
you, something really uncomfortable was what i was trying  
to create. 

Tell us about Ajji, who/what is the inspiration behind 
the brand and what do you plan to create and retail 
through Ajji? 
ajji is what i used to call my grandmother, who was one of the 
most formidable, talented yet kind people i knew. i hope that i 
can create truly original design and ideas in the best possible 
way through my brand. Manufacture of one idea allowing for 
the prototyping of another idea is the model on which this 
company is built. 

The sculpture Phases of the Moon debuted at the kochi 
Muziris Biennale 2015… are you working on more  
such beautiful creations? Is there an exhibition  
lurking somewhere? 
Yes! we hope to have an art piece of a floating iron ball in a 
public space in Mumbai at the end of the month, then AN
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PRoducT dESIgNER 
ANd SculPToR

Lekha waShiNGToN

oN A lIghTER NoTE...

The funniest moment in your 
design career?  
There was a light i once designed that  
we never manufactured because the  
first thing that someone mistook it for  
was a dildo!

The book you are currently 
reading?  
i’m reading Freakonomics right now, 
though i have to admit, post the internet, 
my reading has reduced drastically. 

The one thing you would save if 
your house was on fire?  
My cats

If you would be any character  
in fiction… who would you be,  
and why? 
if you had asked me when i was sixteen, i 
would have said howard Roark from ayn 
Rand. Now i’m having enough trouble just 
finding out how to be entirely myself.  

If someone were to write your 
biography, what would the title be? 
Surely you’re joking, Dr washington! 
(Because they would have given me a 
honorary doctorate by then, one hopes!)

internationally by the end of the year. as far as 
exhibitions are concerned, this year, we are 
showing at Sakshi Salon end of June and then 
end of November at Sakshi art Gallery, both  
in Mumbai.  
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Now you DoN’T Have To waiT for THe raiNS To STop To Dry your favouriTe 
pair of cLoTHeS… Take your pick from THeSe efficieNT aND Hi-TecH DryerS.

HigH Five!
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SIEMENS 
This condenser dryer has the DuoTronic 
feature which senses humidity in the 
machine and stops the process once the 
clothes are perfectly dry. The large drum 
and a smooth door interior form a cushion 
of air between the clothes and the drum 
walls, which reduces frictional impact on the 
clothes. The activeSteam technology keeps 
clothes crease-free.  

hAfElE INdIA
asko dryers available with hafele 
have a 112-litre drum which tumble 
launders in the figure of an eight, 
like a pair of butterfly wings, gently, 
non-stop and in less time, without 
the clothes bundling. They have 
robust and easy to use interfaces, 
with only a jog dial for program 
selection and a start/stop button.

goRENjE
in the Sensocare generation of tumble dryers, the back wall of the 
drum features an air ionizer which emits negatively charged ions 
into the laundry eliminating most allergens and bacteria from the 
clothes. The intelligent Sensor iQ technology consists of six 
sensors which automatically adjust the drying process according 
to the selected program, laundry type and desired level of dryness. 
` 31,000 onward

BoSch
The 7 serie dryer’s 
drum wall has an 
anti-vibration design 
which prevents the 
dryer from shaking 
and shifting, giving 
you a quiet, 
vibration-free cycle. 
The wool Finish 
program treats your 
woolens with great 
care. with low force 
and cold water the 
woolen fabric 
remains unstretched 
and unchanged with 
every drying process. 

whIRlPool INdIA
This condenser and dryer, distills moisture 
in clothes into water and pumps them into 
the water tank. Sensors monitor humidity 
levels and automatically adjust the drying 
cycles to prevent over drying. The 
anti-crease option ensures that your laundry 
comes out crease free even if it’s not 
removed from the dryer immediately. 
` 59,990
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THe w1 aND T1 raNge of waSHiNg macHiNeS aND TumbLe DryerS from mieLe iS 
packeD wiTH aN uNpreceDeNTeD LeveL of power, iNNovaTioN aND TecHNoLogy.

pick of the Month
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THe cLeaNiNg army 

Now you cAN SAy goodByE To youR wAShINg ANd lAuNdRy woES… 
bring home Miele’s revolutionary washing machines (w1) and tumble dryers (T1). The 
Miele w1 washing machines are aesthetically very charming and flaunt a series of 
revolutionary technologies that ensure excellent performance for every type of fabric. 
Some innovative features of w1 include the Powerwash which ensures intensive 
drenching of clothes in water and effective use of the detergent, thereby increasing 
the machine’s efficiency by 10 per cent. other highlights include — TwinDos 
(dispenses detergent and fabric conditioner at appropriate times); CapDosing (a 
dedicated section allotted in the machine to dispense special detergents, fabric 
conditioners and reproofing agents); three specific stain types from a selection of 23 
per wash cycle; Programme Manager (with five options: intensive, eco, extra Gentle, 
extra Quiet and allergowash) and Softsteam honeycomb Drum with pre-ironing 
feature. The T1 tumble dryers have the Perfect Dry technology, a patented system 
that uses mineral sensors to detect the wetness of clothes and adjusts duration of 
drying cycle accordingly. The exclusive FragranceDos allows you to add a fragrance of 
your choice to the clothes during the drying process. each flacon has natural and safe 
fragrance that lasts up to 50 dry cycles depending on the intensity of scent selected. 
You could choose from Rose, orient, aqua, Cocoon and Nature scents. The Steam 
Finish is a built-in steam programme that smoothens out creases, reducing the need 
for ironing. ecoFeedback is indicated to give you the option of adapting your personal 
behavioural patterns to maximize energy-saving potential. Prices start from ` 84,990 
to ` 2,99,990 for w1 and from ` 79,990 to ` 2,69,990 for T1. 

Miele india Pvt Ltd, First Floor, Copia Corporate Suites, Commercial Plot No 9, Jasola, 
New Delhi  110025; Tel: 46900000; website: www.miele.in 
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Zynna
The Botanical Collection by ILIV promises 
to give any room a burst of colour. The 
collection is inspired by English home 
gardens and countryside flora and fauna. 
The beautiful product line-up includes 
pillow covers, cushion covers and curtains 
that are crafted with a range of rich and 
exquisite materials. The collection features 
printed fabrics, woven fabrics in 100 per 
cent cotton and a blend of cotton and 
polyester. The highlights of the range are 
vibrant prints, rich textures and 
contemporary designs. These products are 
available in calming shades of blues, dark 
greens and earthy browns.  

Walter Knoll
To commemorate completing a decade in India, D&M’s 
Walter Knoll has launched a range of sophisticated office 
and home products. The line-up includes side and main 
tables, sofas, eccentric chairs, and wheelchairs. Our 
favourite is the Oki, an assortment of side and main tables 
with square-shaped bronze and copper tops. The delicate 
wire work which holds the tabletops create a strikingly 
minimalist design. The Healey Lounge on the other hand is 
a modern lounger whose outer shell carries soft upholstery, 
underlined by the distinctive piped quilting. Flowing lines 
trace the shape precisely. 

Whimsical consoles, 
opulent upholstery and 
majestic beds... some 
must-haves this season.

Visionnaire
Visionnaire, in collaboration with Steve 
Leung, has created an entire collection 
of arm chairs, chaise lounges, sofas, 
dining tables, consoles, poufs, vanity 
and make-up tables, and beds and bed 
side tables. As its name suggests, the 
Nature’s Jewel Box collection has been 
inspired by everything natural. 
However, the products are very stylish 
and sophisticated. The Aurora Console, 
a dreamy four-legged console, is 
embellished with glass cuts and 
seashell patterns. Another beauty is 
the Tiway Chaise Lounge, a sofa in rich 
black and turquoise blue hues.

idUs
Idus has introduced a collection of consoles available in different shapes such as 
circular, elliptical, rectangular, square, spiral, etc. Their tabletops which appear to 
float feature a combination of wood, glass and stainless steel. Console tables are 
flexible and come with built-in storage doubling up as an ideal dressing table or a 
small desk. Our favourite piece is called Cloud, a three-legged gorgeous structure 
with a 15 mm glass polished top. Another interesting piece is Rotella which is a 
modern console design in black finish with a stunning base design. 



June 2 0 1 5 BETTER INTERIORS  43

Swish List

JUst For decor
Give your kitchen a fun element with 
Just For Decor’s new clock collection. 
This wide and interesting collection 
of kitchen clocks will add a fun 
element to the room whilst keeping 
track of time. The quirky and 
one-of-a-kind designs will definitely 
break the monotony in the cooking 
area. A particular highlight is the 
teapot made with actual blackboard 
on MDF which can double up as a 
writing surface to add important 
notes in the kitchen. The unique 
Present Time Karlsson Unbalanced 
Table Clock is another interesting 
piece which is minimalist and quirky. 

pinaKin 
Pinakin’s new range of furniture titled, 
Trendsetters includes sofas, 
sideboards, cushions, tables, chairs and 
coffee tables. The line-up showcases a 
perfect blend of modern and classic 
designs. A key piece from the collection 
is the Facet side board which is 
rectangular in shape. It has different 
shades of brown with delicate metallic 
stands to hold it up. Another favourite 
is the Float Side Table which has a 
square-shaped table top with shades 
of grey on it. The frame (metallic silver 
in colour) that holds it up has a 
geometrical design. 
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india circUs
A whole new exciting range of tableware is ready to hit the India Circus 
stores. This includes tumblers, glass mugs, ceramic mugs and crockery. 
The creations are sure to make entertaining guests fun. For instance, 
the ceramic Deep In Thought mug (` 399) captures a beautiful Indian 
lady lost in her thoughts alongside a beautiful structure. Then there’s 
the Bountiful of Birds platter (` 2,699) , crafted from bone china that 
might just distract you from the food served on it with its beauty. 
Another favourite is the Flight of Birds tumbler (` 599) made from glass 
where little cuties fly against a bright symmetrical background.

maspar
The newest offering from Maspar is the Cotsmere collection of bed 
sheets and duvet covers. Made entirely from premium cotton, this 
range has the softness of cashmere. With primly finished edges and 
sans quilting, textures or any other edgy details, this minimalist line-up 
is sure to up the elegance quotient of any home. Ranging between 
` 4,995 and ` 7,999, an entire set includes bed sheets and a duvet 
cover which is available in a choice of four subtle colours — chinchilla, 
nature brown, white and grey marble.

the great eastern home
The Great Eastern Home has launched its new collection of opulent 
beds that are intricately carved in exquisite Victorian and nouveau art 
styles. The creations are made up of materials like rich wood, pure teak, 
mahogany and Burma teak. These period style products are specially 
crafted to provide a majestic and aristocratic look to your bedroom.  
The brass bed in the collection reinvents opulence with its rich gold hue 
and timeless design. Featured here is a four poster bed. It features 
Burmese Art Deco and intricate designs exquisitely handcrafted in  
teak wood.

rUmors
Rumors introduces Mirage, an eclectic and authentic collection of 
trendy fabrics and upholstery, drapes and cushions. The collection 
consists of intricate stripes and floral prints in rich colours such as 
emerald green, aqua, mulberry, indigo, fuchsia, velvet red and so on. 
The entire collection is peppered with intricate embroideries, small 
co-ordinates and fresh prints. Specially designed for the Indian market, 
the Mirage is particularly influenced by traditional designs. Prices start 
from ` 1,500. 
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Monsoon Spread
Let your home resonate with the beautiful hues of the rain-washed skies and the lovely 
lush greens of nature as we round up a list of home decor products in breezy blues, soft 

aquas, monsoon greys and invigorating greens.

{ThingTank} 

Anchored by: Shradha Shahani; PhotogrAPhs: courtesy the StoreS 
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Zynna
These pre-trimmed 
washable wallpapers 
featuring damask 
designs will transform 
any room instantly.   
Price on request

Nya Nordiska 
Who said grey was 
boring? Just take a 
look at these 
beauties that belong 
to the Pure 
Perfection collection.
Price on request

InV Home
This smoky grey assortment made from glass consists of tumblers, flutes, ice 
buckets, cocktail shakers, champagne buckets and wine coolers.  
` 15,100 onward

Indian August
This Chanderi cushion cover is appliqued 
with lotuses and topped off with 
handcrafted embellishments.  
` 590

D’Decor
Part of the Asset collection, the grey and 
orange upholstery seen here has a 
compactly woven texture and is made from 
a blend of polyester and poly-viscose.
` 710 onward (per metre)
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Dhoop
This bird cage is sure to evoke a 
vintage charm at home. Decorate 
it with fairy lights or simply use it 
as a lamp stand.  
` 1,250

AA Living
Feel warm and cosy 
with this grey acrylic 
wool quilt on those 
chilly nights.  
` 3,200

Ishatvam
The rich grey tone of 
this cotton silk 
cushion cover is 
underscored with 
beautiful gold 
brocade accents.  
Price on request

Grandeur Interiors
These wall-mounted units, 
finished in high gloss lacquer 
from Italian brand Pianca, make 
for stylish storage options.  
Price on request

Maison 15
This collection of dinner service items will make 
entertaining guests fun. Made from high quality porcelain 
clay, this set sports subtle floral designs and edgy 
geometric patterns.  
` 1,360 onward
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Address Home
Leave your home’s safety to Svelte, the grey panther. With his flocked surface and 
sharp contours, this decor accessory cast in resin will keep any stranger at bay.  
` 7,990

Andyy Home
Framed in teak, this 
regal chair is 
upholstered in grey 
velvet and finished 
with a walnut polish.  
` 57,600

D’Decor
Understatedly elegant, this 
upholstery made from a blend of 
polyester and poly-viscose belongs 
to the Autograph collection.
` 670 onward (per metre)

Apartment9
This elegant two-toned coffee table has been framed in metal and features a 
cementboard top decorated with faux cowrie shells.
` 2,50,000

Grandeur Interiors
Sleep like a baby on this gorgeous 
bed from Pianca, which has a white 
matte lacquer frame and a fabric-
tufted headboard. 
Price on request
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The Furniture Republic
The grey aluminium Spiro vases that seem like little rose 
buds can easily accommodate a bunch of fresh blooms.   
` 1,820 (set of three)

The Great 
Eastern Home
Feel like royalty with 
this sophisticated 
sofa that has been 
crafted from Burma 
teak wood.  
Price on request

Grandeur 
Interiors
The bold and sleek 
wall composition 
from Pianca is 
sculpted from 
veneer. It has metal 
shelves with a 
reflective finish. 
Price on request

Surprise Home Linen
Keep your floor warm with this fine grey rug 
called Shaggy. Made from polyester and 
viscose yarn, these rugs are versatile and easy 
to maintain.  
` 220 onward (per square feet)

Zynna
Part of the Artisan collection, 
this pre-trimmed wallpaper 
flaunts traditional Indian 
decorative motifs.
Price on request
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InV Home
The handmade series of turquoise vases 
also double up as lanterns. Delicate and soft 
light flows easily through these beauties, 
making it perfect for al fresco as well as 
indoor use.  
Price on request

Indian August
Pretty floral motifs can make any space come 
to life. Featured here is a set of hand-painted 
coasters inspired by blue pottery.   
` 525

By Collage
Seletti Bouche’s unique lamp is 
upcycled by adding a neon light 
inside a real bottle. When lit, its 
soft and sieved radiance will 
create an intimate ambience.  
` 12,860

Elementto
Belle Chase, part of the Foulards collection, 
narrates beautiful stories of imaginary 
far-away kingdoms. Made from vinyl on an 
unwoven backing, the wallpaper features regal 
carriages and hansoms.  
` 295 (per sq ft)

Andyy Home
The deep sea 
Murano glass bowl 
makes for an 
elegant accent piece 
for your dining table.   
` 10,380

Bl
ue
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Good Earth
Anar Paradis is an assortment of delicately hand-decorated fine bone 
china dinner items with 24-karat gold and platinum accents. Known to 
be a cross-cultural symbol of fertility and abundance, pomegranate (the 
fruit of paradise), forms the leitmotif of the Samarqand range.  
Price on request

Surprise Home Line
Sleep on soft clouds with this cosy pure cotton 
blue Esprit bedsheet.  
` 6,495 onward

Pride
Shibori, the gorgeous curtain fabric made from a 
blend of cotton and linen sports a rectangular grid of 
blurred lines created using an ancient Japanese 
dye-resistance technique. On the other hand, Kali 
(the chair’s fabric) is made from pure cotton and 
sports small-scale tie-dye spot motifs.  
` 5,695 per metre (curtain fabric); ` 4,795 per 
metre (chair fabric)

Roche Bobois
Beautifully handcrafted from 
ceramic, the blue flute vases can 
hold a bunch of 
fresh blooms.  
` 2,88,000 (set of six)

Sanctum 
Turkish pottery Iznik, 
a beautiful 
combination of 
ingenuity and artistry, 
has been deftly 
captured on this satin 
silk cushion cover.  
` 495
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At Ease
Cirro, the assortment of tableware products crafted from porcelain, beautifully 
captures cirrus clouds against a clear sky. Each piece has a truly individual finish due 
to the artistic brushstrokes on the glass.  
Price on request

Fashion and You
The three-panel engineered wood 
wall art will definitely be a great 
conversation starter. 
` 599

Anemos
Here is an interesting 
blue and white glass 
flame light, that looks 
like an ice berg, 
balancing on a jet 
black metal base.  
` 27,000

Baaya Design
The bright blossoms on these mugs  which 
take inspiration from Jaipur’s blue pottery art, 
promises to add cheer to your coffee time.  
` 625 each

Clarke & Clarke
Made from pure cotton, these denim-like 
curtains sport pretty paisley designs while the 
sofa’s upholstery features 
white pinstripes.  
Price on request

Frazer and Haws
This unique wall clock designed by Chanda 
Narang, features a round mill saw, inlaid with 
teak tiles in vintage Greco Roman style. Its 
base is clad in sterling silver and highlighted 
with copper wires.  
Price on request
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Clarke & Clarke
Part of the Floribunda collection, this aqua 
blue wall covering called Yolande features a 
delicate lace damask effect on it. 
Price on request

Maspar
The refreshing blue quilt 
made from voile is sure to 
enliven your bedroom.  
` 3,999 onward

Ratan Jaipur
The gorgeous voile quilt in rich blue hues 
is sure to keep you as cool as a cucumber.   
` 2,325 (medium);
` 3,295 (double)

Fab Furnish
Use them as plant holders or find other ingenious ways to flaunt these 
beauties. Made from quality fibre, the lovely blue hue will work it’s 
magic in any room.  
` 1,299

Roche Bobois
Made from wool, the 
Prisma rug designed 
by Fabrice Berrux, 
calls for a little game 
time when you step 
on it.  
` 3,19,000

By Collage
This super cool shelf 
designed by Seletti is 
sure to give your 
study a complete 
face lift. Made from 
MDF, A La Carte 
allows you to freely 
create shelves and 
vertical partitions 
from a modular base.  
` 16,730
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By Collage
It looks belie, but the Dutch 
design chair titled World Cube is 
incredibly sturdy (it can take upto 
200 kgs). Made in Netherlands, 
this product is crafted from 
FSC-certified cardboard.  
` 1,700

Dhoop
Drawing cues from the blue pottery of Jaipur, these trays make great 
carriers for your drinks and snacks, as well as act as art pieces for your 
table and wall.  
` 1,600 (10 in x 10 in); ` 1,900 (9 in x 15 in); ` 2,400 (12 in x 18 in) 

Good Earth
Inspired by an 
exquisite Persian 
miniature illustrating 
a paradise garden, 
this design story is a 
celebration of 
enduring art and the 
season of bloom. The 
hand-decorated fine 
bone china with 
24-karat gold 
accents, feature 
sprigs and blossoms 
which are, in reality, 
re-drawn by Good 
Earth’s talented 
resident artists.
Price on request

The Home 
Label
This tribal 
embroidered cotton 
cushion cover will 
infuse any space 
with an 
earthy charm.  
` 1,800

Tranceforme
The Neelam aqua blue plate 
crafted from hand-blown glass 
will certainly add a pop of 
colour to your dining table. 
` 1,700

Apartment9
Decorate your 
mantel, coffee table 
or console with the 
tea stain vase that 
depicts the landscape 
of ancient times with 
Latin words and 
symbols in ink 
blue prints.  
` 4,500
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Surprise Home Linen
Sure to enliven your living room, this 
single-tone wallpaper is designed by 
European brand Casamance.  
` 200 (per sq ft)

Elvy Lifestyle
This gorgeous bath set made 
from mother-of-pearl consists of 
a soap dispenser, a brush holder, 
a tissue box, a towel tray and a 
waste bin.  
` 2,295 onward

Pride
Wonderful for a 
feature wall in your 
room, the emerald 
green non-woven 
rotary wallpaper has 
a marble effect with 
a structured repeat in 
order to mimic 
natural marble.  
` 150 onward 
(per sq ft)

Dhoop
Bring out these bowls 
during a tea party or  
use it as a decorative 
bowl by throwing in a 
few floating candles.  
` 950

Baaya Design
The peacock featured on this emerald 
green diamond lamp, shows off its artful 
cut-work plumage. The beautiful 
intricate design is obtained by using 
Sanjhi, a paper-cut craft.
` 625

Maishaa
Enjoy the beauty of 
lush nature indoors 
with this green bed 
set made from 
pure cotton.  
Price on request

G
re

en
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Andyy Home
All designer Guillermo Forchino wants is to add some humour to your life. Each of his 
creations has a unique story to tell. This particular one depicts a man’s reverie about 
his dream car with a beautiful woman sitting beside him.  
` 10,380

The Big Door
These green candle-
stands with a distressed 
finish is salvaged from 
old teak pillars.  
Price on request

Viya Home
This stunning lotus-shaped side table is 
inlaid with semiprecious shell and stone, 
which is then set into brass using a 
modification of the centuries-old technique 
called Pietre Dure.
Price on request

Fashion and You
Who would have thought 
that an empty beer bottle 
could be turned into this 
uber cool yet simplistic 
tea-light holder?  
` 499

Studio Creo
Due to the air-moulding 
process of production, this 
vibrant chair is lightweight yet 
robust. Made from 
polypropylene, the product has 
a hole to facilitate water 
drainage, making it ideal for 
outdoor usage.  
` 8,608



6 4  BETTER INTERIORS   J u n e 2 0 1 5

Bazaar

AA Living
Capture some of your 
cherished moments 
in this old style 
television frame 
made from MDF.  
` 2,900

At Ease
Part of the Umberto 
collection, this 
elegant set of 
individually made 
mouth-blown vases 
are created by skilled 
glass artisans using 
century-old 
techniques.  
Price on request

Elvy Lifestyle
The base of this 
splendid ceramic 
lamp captures two 
little birdies perched 
on the branches of a 
tree, making it a 
perfect reminder of a 
glorious sunny day, 
during the 
dreary rains.  
` 35,000

Indian August
This vibrant cushion cover 
is embroidered with chirpy 
birds and fresh blooms, 
capturing the joy of the 
first showers.  
` 750

InV Home
Perk up your centre tables by placing this 
pretty green soy wax candle (a processed 
form of soy bean oil). These candles are 
usually containerized due to their low 
melting point. 
` 3,750

Apartment 9
Who said disco balls were meant only for 
occasional use? Shake off the gloomy blues by 
decorating your abode with these tiny 
little beauties.  
` 540
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Elementto
Moonlight designed 
by Minerale is a 
lime-green wallpaper, 
featuring some pretty 
lattice work on it. 
Made from FSC-
certified paper, the 
designs are printed 
with high-quality 
water-based inks.  
` 180 (per sq ft)

Anemos
The extravagant chandelier crafted from 
brass and green glass will definitely get 
heads turning.  
` 44,000

Limeroad
Made from pure cotton, this neon bedsheet will ensure that 
you do not go a day without sunshine during the 
dreary weather. 
` 799 onward

Ratan Jaipur
Tidy up your study table by placing all your 
knick-knacks in this lovely set crafted from 
handmade paper.  
` 480

Episode
Made from silver and glass, the multi-diya lotus will 
brighten your abode just like it cheers up a muddy pond 
during the monsoons.
` 6,200

Frazer and 
Haws
Here is a classy 
photo-frame 
conceptualized in 
tinted saber hair 
leather and inset in a 
teak frame. The calm 
and serene Buddha 
beside it has a 
sterling silver crown.
` 31,500

Bazaar
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Styled by Tangerine’s in-house designers, this setting features 
everything you need to keep your home as fresh as rain-washed 

foliage… from cozy yet energizing soft furnishings, quirky coasters 
and mugs to fun decor accessories in a plethora of blues and greens.

A Slice of Monsoon
Anchored by: Deepa Nair; TexT: ShraDha ShahaNi;

PhoTogrAPhs: SuhaS KaDam, courTesy TaNgeriNe; LocATion: courTesy home TowN, mumbai
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1 This charcoal desk photo frame, from 
the Toronto-based homeware design 
company Umbra, will fill your room with 
joy and nostalgia. Due to its simplistic 
design, the MDF frame can fit seamlessly 
in any room; ` 699; home Town.

2 This glass beauty in a blue hue will 
brighten any corner of your room when 
decorated with tea lights; ` 250;  
home Town.

3 Made from plastic, the white roses 
placed in the blue vase look as  
fresh as real ones; ` 250 each;  
home Town.

4  This lovely blue plastic vase can house 
fresh blooms or artificial one’s as spotted 
here; ` 990; home Town.

5 In a refreshing blue, this glass bottle will 
sit pretty on your side table while you use 
it to store water or any other liquid;  
` 430; home Town.

6 Turn the ground beneath you into a lush 
lawn with these cosy soft rugs made 
from cotton chenille;  
` 1,199; TAngerine.

7 Wrap yourself in the comfort of this 
soothing blue towel woven out of cotton 
yarn; ` 899; TAngerine.

8 Straighten up your room by  
neatly placing your shoes and  
other paraphernalia in this stylish  
white shoe rack made  
from MDF; ` 29,900; 
home Town.

1

2
4 5

3

6

7

8
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9 Illuminate your room with this bed side lamp made from  
glass and supported by a steel base; ` 7,000 onward; 
home Town.

10 For those who like to keep it simple and classy, decorate your 
side table with this translucent and minimalistic glass vase; 
` 949; home Town.

11 Artificial blooms are the order of the day. These ones in 
yellow bring a touch of sunshine into the room; ` 499; 
home Town.

12 Let your feet experience the pleasure of the soft snow white 
mat made of cotton chenille; ` 1,199; TAngerine.

13 Capture the beautiful hues of a coral reef with these pin-
striped cushion covers made of satin; ` 399; TAngerine.

14 The sky blue bag pictured here is made from cotton and 
sports a leather handle; ` 1,499; TAngerine.

15 The fun checkered cushion cover lends the right amount of 
vibrancy to this cool toned setting; ` 399; TAngerine.

16 More than any other piece of furniture, a low bench (whether 
placed indoors or outdoors) promises a peaceful respite. This 
one crafted from wood will definitely find a cosy spot in your 
room; home Town.

9

10

12
13

14

15

16

11
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17 Made from wood, this multi-purpose marvel with 
a glossy white finish serves as a dresser, a closed 
cabinet and also an open cabinet to display your 
prized possessions; ` 34,900; home Town.

18 Fit for fitness freaks, these wood and metal  
figurines performing headstands are definite 
morning workout reminders; ` 5,499 (each);  
home Town.

19 Store your pen collection or trinkets in this pen-
holder crafted from MDF; ` 1,259; home Town.

20 Trash your junk in style in this shiny blue dust bin 
made from plastic; ` 699; home Town.

21 The sleek and no-frill four-door white glossy-finished 
wardrobe made from wood lends a very clean and 
neat look to this bedroom; ` 84,900; home Town.

22 The subtle teal sunflower and beige background 
complements its dark wooden frame; ` 5,250; 
home Town.

23 Made from wood, this lovely tray will infuse your 
home with rustic charm; ` 1,099; home Town.

24 Cotton candy skies and ripple effects on water are 
beautifully captured on these lovely coasters crafted 
out of wood; ` 99 each; TAngerine.

25 Sure to add cheer to your morning cuppa, these 
assortment of mugs feature teal and olive green 
stripes, milky clouds, and blue and white stripes 
respectively (from left to right);  
` 199 (each); TAngerine.

26 These white artificial Mogra flowers will remind you 
of a glorious spring day; ` 59; home Town.

17

18

19

20

21

22
23

24
25

26
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29 Set on sturdy iron stands, the ceramic 
decorative pieces can be used to hold candles 
but look stunning on their own too; ` 2,250 per 
piece; home Town.

30  Made from wood, the clean lines and no-fuss 
design aesthetics of this bed will appeal to your 
inner minimalist. The only detailing seen here is a 
wood panel running across the headboard; 
` 59,900 (king size bed); home Town.

31 The stunning ensemble of cotton pillow covers 
brings to life all that nature has to offer... from 
lovely  lavender tulips in a lush green garden to 
the settling of dew drops to the pretty sight of 
ripple effects on water; ` 2,999 (bed sheet and 
cushion cover); TAngerine.

32 The bright nautical bedsheet perfectly 
complements the milky-white bed; ` 2,999 
(bedsheet and cushion covers); TAngerine.

33 The pure cotton comforter filled with polyester 
won’t let you get out of bed. Plus, those bright 
green stripes make your time spent in between 
sheets all the more enjoyable;  
` 5,999; TAngerine.

Unlisted prices are on request. Prices are subject to 
taxes wherever applicable.

27

28

29

32

33

30

31

27 Dress your windows in these simple yet 
elegant powder-blue curtains made 
from a blend of satin and polyester; 
` 1,199; TAngerine

28 Mirrors can work wonders in creating 
an illusion of space or just adding some 
drama to your bedroom. This one here 
sports geometric patterns on the rim and 
definitely brings out the beauty of this 
room; ` 790; home Town



The yellow Jaisalmer natural 
stone flooring against the 
minimalistic white walls 
creates a brilliant impact. 
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clockwise, From toP leFt This unique 
door comes to life, with 40 Burma teak members, 
carved to integrate 160 pulleys, 80 bearings, and 
a wire rope — all installed within the pivot.

opt for a mirror-paneled window if you are 
looking for a tradional look.

A bright and vintage-looking turquoise double-
door like this one is an ideal option for creating 
an impression.

The Villa windows by Fenesta work best in areas 
that require both natural light, airtight insulation 
and protection against insects. Special options 
with glass to glass joints enhance aesthetics and 
allow maximum light. 

A book may not be judged by its cover, but the door (and window) of 
a home definitely makes the first impression last. To be sure it’s a 

good one; we present tips and industry insight to get it right.
text: AlifiyA MehAMdAbAdwAlA PhotograPhs: Courtesy the MAnufACturers

Frame 
Story 

I
magine gazing at a gothic cathedral in 
England, a skyscraper in Dubai or a 
palace in Jaipur from across the street. 
The first thing noticed in all the three 
structures are the doors and windows… 
each having a distinctive identity and 

architectural style. Irrespective of the country, 
era or structure, it is the doors and windows 
that give us an idea of what lies inside, making 
them the focal point. Thanks to successfully 
chosen doors and windows one can create a 
comfortable atmosphere and stress on the 
uniqueness of a design. 

A beautiful door is one of those subtle 
necessities that can make a big difference in 

your home's style. Like trim or moulding, most 
doors go fairly unnoticed, but they can have a 
dramatic effect on the look of the room. Since 
most of us purchase or rent homes with the 
doors already installed, we often look right 
past them. But an entrance door is a vital part 
of a house and there should be a good amount 
of thought that goes into choosing one. If 
you're building, remodelling or redecorating a 
room, the entrance door is an important step. 
Style, materials, soundproofing and swing are 
just some of the points to consider when 
sorting through the endless options available. 

Similarly, windows too have an enormous 
impact on your home. Besides the obvious 

In Association with
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The casement 
windows 
manufactured by 
Encraft feature fixed 
panes, top opening 
fanlights and side 
opening lights. The 
system comes in  
two profile depths 
EN42 (42 mm) and 
EN62 (62 mm).

(size and location), the windows in your house 
can give your home personality. Whether it’s 
skylights or enormous fenestrations that allow 
light to stream in — they’re portals to the 
outside, and also help control temperature  
and insulation.

Another important consideration while 
choosing a door or window is safety. 
companies are therefore manufacturing 
products that meet this requirement. one such 
example is rehau’s window systems which can 
accommodate several shoot bolts and security 
hinges available in the market. Due to the 
Eurogroove in their sash profiles, all multi-
point locking hardware can be installed to 
further deter break-ins. In addition, the 
windows supplied by its fabricators and 
installers are internally glazed. This means  
the glazing beads that hold the glass in  
place are on the inside and cannot be 
removed externally.

tyPes and styles 
Be sure to pay attention to the overall size and 
atmosphere of a room. A massive and ornate 
door may overwhelm tiny spaces, making 
them feel smaller or a modern plate-glass 
fenestration will look out of place in a perfectly 
symmetrical vintage area. Today, industry and 

consumers alike are aware of the role a door 
or window plays and therefore are coming up 
with numerous options. Interior designers are 
known to customize choices as per client 
preference and decor of homes. AIS VUE 
provides solutions in various sizes depending 
upon requirements. “We offer various profile 
designs for different applications — 
casement, awning, top hung, tilt and turn, 
French and sliding windows — to name a few. 
Apart from white, these UPVc profiles are 
available in wood finishes such as dark oak, 
walnut and mahogany,” says Vikram Khanna, 
cMo, cIo, Asahi India glass.

 “The UPVc casement, sliding windows and 
sliding doors offer excellent thermal and 
sound insulation, as well as efficient protection 
from water seepage and dust ingress. The 
design team of Fenesta designs a window 
based on the aperture size, wind load, height 
of building and rainfall intensity. This makes 
the best choice in terms of functionality as 
well,” informs Saket Jain, business head, 
Fenesta Building Systems.

materials 
getting the choice right for the material, 
especially for exterior-facing doors like the 
front entryway is critical for its longevity and 

In Focus
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appearance. choose from a variety of 
materials from the common wood door to 
UPVc and fibreglass models that are  
currently in trend. Major players in the 
segment vouch for UPVc doors and windows. 
The benefits of the material according to 
Vikram are as follows, “UPVc or unplasticized 
PVc offers superior benefits and allows 
greater design flexibility. Being a polymer, 
UPVc is resistant to wind, fire and water. It is 
easy-to-maintain, prevents leakages, thermal 
insulation and zero environmental impact as 
they are lead-free.” 

Throwing some light on the materials for 
windows, robert Hoellrigl President research 
& Development Encraft India Pvt Ltd says, 

clockwise, From toP leFt AIS Vue uses 
state-of-the-art, functional hardware for its 
window systems as seen here. 

The Encraft TwinSash provides the option of 
combining the traditional casement window with 
traditional inward opening fly screen option. It 
can incorporate a grill or blinds for security or 
privacy as well.  

AIS Vue offers a range of styles to suit every 
need. Two Sash Laminated casement Window, 
Single Sash casement and Two Track Two Sash 
Slide are some of the options available. 

The casement doors introduced by Fenesta 
have a specially engineered monsoon-resistant 
solution in the form of a bottom sill and can be 
opened inwards or outwards.



“Windows have been around since the 14th 

century and have been made out of all sorts of 
materials — stone, steel, lead, wood, plastic 
covered wood, aluminium and PVc. crafted 
wooden windows with good weather sealing 
are a very nice product, a high quality 
aluminium window with a good thermal break 
and high end hardware is also a good product, 
but on the whole, the PVc window ticks all  
the boxes.”
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In Focus

innovations
consumers are aware of the different 
products available and demand the best their 
money can buy. In such a scenario, 
understanding their needs and striving for 
innovation is the key towards luring 
consumers. case in point, SilentVUE, a 
noise-cancelling door and window solution 
that is engineered using AIS Acousticglas. In an 
urban society, sound is one of the most 

What can be a better indication of 
the kind of interiors of a space  
than its door? This beautiful bright 
blue door definitely suggests of 
interiors that are vibrant, earthy  
and eccentric.
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Based on a range of sections, the UPVc 
sliding doors by Encraft offer full flexibility — 
from single sliding to multiple sliding openers, 
clip on or integrated sections for fly screen 
and a range of section sizes covering small 
and large openings.

A hot cuppa, an interesting book 
and a view from the window like 
this one can make anyone’s day.  
Fenesta’s stunning Villa windows 
are available in a variety of sizes 
that span entire balconies and 
rise from floor to ceiling.



8 0  BETTER INTERIORS   j u n e 2 0 1 5

In Focus

clockwise, From above Some things can never go out of fashion. case in point this traditional-looking wooden door with 
intricate detailing that looks absolutely gorgeous.  

The geneo Lift and Slide patio door from rehau is manufactured using high tech material rau Fipro and combines maximum 
glass areas with the best energy efficiency.

The system SF2 by Profine is a sliding system mainly used for big size partition door solution, or big windows in rigorous 
surroundings. It has a glass possibility from 5 mm up to 24 mm.

rehau’s Hi-Design S920-86 is a robust sliding door system with sash height up to 2.7 m with an option for two or three tracks.
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significant causes of stress and fatigue. Noise/
sound is transmitted through the building’s 
glazing. So it becomes imperative to select the 
right glass for your doors/windows. SilentVUE 
reduces sound intrusion by up to 42 decibels. 
The doors/windows are made up of multi-
chambered fusion welded UPVc profiles  
that are tightly sealed using EPDM  
(ethylene propylene diene monomer M-class 
rubber) gaskets which helps in reducing  
noise pollution.

Encraft’s TwinSash window is also an apt 
example of innovation. This frame enables you 
to have up to two sashes with double-glazed 
units in each, offering optimum performance 
against heat and sound. It saves on energy 

costs, gives excellent sound protection and 
allows for all kinds of combinations to suit 
individuals taste. The villa window from 
Fenesta too comes with the option to install 
bug mesh and grill — a unique creation in the 
UPVc window segment. The company has  
also launched composite doors, a first-of-its-
kind in the industry with locks that are  
almost unbreakable. 

Though oft ignored, windows and doors are 
among some of the most important features of 
the home, providing security and functionality, 
adding aesthetic value and creating visual 
impact. It is therefore imperative to make the 
right choice and create a home that is both 
safe and serene. 
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{CentreStage} Spotlight

A
sahi India Glass Ltd. (AIS) 
— India’s leading integrated 
glass company has a range 
of uPVC doors and windows 
under its AIS VUE brand. 
Additionally, the company 

manufactures a wide range of international 
quality automotive safety glass, float glass, 
architectural processed glass and glass 
products. It also provides end-to-end solutions 
for glass, right from manufacturing, 
processing, fabrication and even installation 
services. In 2011, AIS forayed into the UPVC 
doors and windows segment and introduced 
the brand AIS VUE to meet increasing 
demands of the market.  
 
Undoubtedly, windows are the soul of any 
home and essentially form the boundary 
between the outside and the inside. AIS VUE 
typically is about this portal. Whether it is 
noise, dust and heat, or even burglars, the 
products help keep the unwanted from 
entering your home — that too in a modern 
and stylish fashion. It delivers exceptional 
quality with comprehensive services — from 
consulting to glass and frame selection, to 
hassle-free installation at your convenience. 

Some of the range’s distinguishing features 
include an outer chamber for drainage that 
prevents water accumulation, galvanized 
reinforcements for strength, a reinforced 
multipoint locking system and fusion welded 
joints for complete security.

The AIS VUE range includes EcoVUE, 
SilentVUE, SafeVUE, GuardVUE and 
CustomVUE. Engineered using the AIS 
Acousticglas, SilentVUE has the ability to 
reduce sound intrusions by up to 42 decibels, 
giving your home the calm and tranquility it 
deserves. GuardVUE on the other hand uses 
glass with specialized inter layers to provide a 
high level of intrusion resistance from burglars. 
Engineered using AIS Ecosense and AIS Opal, 
the EcoVUE energy-saving UPVC window can 
help you save up to 35 to 40 per cent of 
electricity bills as it curbs the heat from 
entering the home, reduces the need for air 
conditioning. SafeVUE safety-glass UPVC 
windows offer optimum safety. In the unlikely 
event of breakage, the glass will shatter into 
minute carbon granules instead of sharp 
shards, eliminating the risk of injuries. 
Meanwhile, CustomVUE will help you customize 
windows according to  your preferences.

Room with A Vue

AdvertoriAl
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Urban Living
We bring to you three modern spaces which 
revel in the genius of their creators.
à  A Mumbai-based family of four get to inhabit a beautiful home designed by Atelier 

dnD that is layered with spatial planning, aesthetic appeal and modern design.

à  A culmination of different patterns that enhance and explore different materials, this 
home by A+T Associates in Vadodara is an elegant display of creativity.

à  Mexico-based Arquitectura en Movimiento Workshop creates an almost-sculptural 
and breathtaking apartment for a family of four in central Mumbai.

{CentreStage}
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A Dialogue 
About Design
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{CentreStage} Habitat



By creating a stunning envelope that is a thing of beauty 
by itself and layering it with the right furniture, art and 
accessories, Atelier dnD design a home that is timeless 

in appeal for a Mumbai-based family of four.
TexT: Rupali SebaStian; PhoTograPhs: SebaStian ZachaRiah; couRteSy atelieR dnd

The living room is the centre of the 
house, a link between two banks 
of private areas. This photograph 
is taken from the formal area, 
looking into the casual section. 
Both seating islands feature sofas 
that look away from the panoramic 
view and into the house. This was 
a deliberate decision taken for the 
sake of a better layout. Near by lies 
the bar. The ceiling has been lined 
in wood, with strategically positions 
slits that accommodate lights, a fan 
and speakers. This is definitely the 
highlight of the space.
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{CentreStage} Habitat

H
ow does one begin to design 
space? What is that one 
thing that sparks the 
imagination of a design 
professional? Is it an 
element, a concept, or 

something else? For architects Shobhan 
Kothari and Anand Menon, principals at Atelier 
dnD, it’s the organizational aspect that really 
gets the mental machinery clanking. “There 
could be different take-off points when it 
comes to design. A stunning piece of art could 
be one, for instance,” says Shobhan. “Largely, 
our clients do not fall into that bracket. As 
architects, we like to think of ourselves as 
creators of space, as interior architects rather 
than interior designers — which boils down 
eventually to a cosmetic veneering of surfaces. 
The first exercise we do in our studio is ask 
ourselves, what is the novelty of a space? Are 
we making it look bigger than normal? Can we 
carve out a nook, a niche or create a sit-out or 
bar area? Are we putting in points of 
constriction and expansion that will lead to a 
better spatial experience?”

These were the questions Shobhan and his 
team asked themselves while embarking on the 
assignment of creating a residence out of a 

2BHK and 3BHK unit for a family of four in 
Mumbai. As is increasingly common, the 
apartment had several walls that couldn’t be 
moved. “In such a case, the design process has 
to be handled room by room. The challenge, 
then, is to not make the space appear 
fragmented. We have to ensure that when the 
doors are open, the story flows from one 
pocket to another.” To compound this problem, 
the architects were left with a large hall, an 
east wing and a west wing, when they brought 
down the common wall between the two units. 
“It almost became like a strait between two 
islands, and this is when things started getting 
really interesting. We knew that once we sorted 
this room, the rest would follow.”

Of the 3BHK unit, one bedroom became the 
entertainment room; the second became the 
kids’ room; and the third turned into the play 
area. The staff quarters, kitchen and an 
attached balcony were fused to form a larger 
cooking space with an attendant utility area. A 
passage near the staff entry was pressed into 
service as the staff quarters. On the other side, 
both the bedrooms of the 2BHK, a passage, 
and a bathroom went into making a master 
suite with the sleeping area, a lounge and a 
Hers walk-in wardrobe. The now obsolete 

above LefT Most of the lift lobby 
was off-limits to the architects. 
What they allowed to touch was 
the floor, which now features 
Moroccan-pattern tiles. 

above righT The wall that one 
immediately encounters on stepping 
into the house is a wall of memories.

Habitat

archiTecTs

Anand Menon and 
Shobhan Kothari
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above The formal 
section. Where the 
air of the casual one 
is cocoon-like, this 
one sports an open 
welcoming personality. 
By placing the sofas 
with their back to 
the windows, the 
architects avoided 
a narrow aisle that 
would’ve been formed 
between the sofa-back 
and the dining chairs. 
The walls of the hall 
are clad in honed 
marble, while its floor 
features the marble, 
again, but this  
time polished.

LefT One arm of the 
bar counter, opens 
on the outside and 
functions as storage 
for incidentals. The 
handles of the shutter 
become woven into the 
details of its elevation. 
The remaining part 
can be accessed from 
the inside.

kitchen became a smaller His walk-in wardrobe 
and a study that had two entry points, one from 
inside the house and from the outside as the 
client often conducts business meetings at 
home. “The clients had resigned themselves to 
having only one walk-in closet, but we managed 
to give them two! It feels good when you go 
beyond the brief,” smiles Shobhan.

But all this needed a bit of work. The two initial 
layouts that the architects sketched were 
discarded for a third and final one, after much 
discussion with the client. “Though we had 
received a one-point brief for this project (a 
beige-brown peaceful environment which 
could be infused with colour as and when the 
clients wished), carte blanche can be a tricky 
thing,” cautions Shobhan. “If you have 
someone who is awe of you and accepts the 
first scheme, that may not be the best thing for 
the project. No one can get the vision for a 
project in absolute clarity at the get go. There 
should be a certain churn that a plan goes 
through. Ego has no place in this,” emphasizes 
the architect. Here, thankfully, the clients were 
extremely well-travelled, so the advantage of 
‘good exposure’ was on their side. 

Engaging in a dialogue also establishes what 
the architects call “good habits” and “bad 
habits”. “It’s common to have a shoe rack at 
the entrance, a display case or a console in the 
living area, or a serve bar complete with 



coNcePT: to create a spatial organization that is water-tight in terms of functionality and pragmatics, without relying too 
much on the ‘garnish’ of general veneering like artefacts and accessories.

Habitat
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MaTeriaLs

flooring SKp wooden flooring 
(bedrooms), marble (living room) and 3d 
tiles (kitchen) Walls ply finish in pu, 
honed marble, white travertine, 
agglomerate stone furniture and 
cladding oak, teak and veneers

cLockWise, froM ToP LefT An expansive 
black and white image of a bridge in New York 
acts as the visual anchor of the living area. 
Subliminally, it speaks of the nature of this space 
itself, which is a link between the two wings of 
the house. Consciously, the photograph was 
selected to balance the cityscape that is seen 
through the large windows.

One of the bedrooms of the 3BHK unit has been 
made into an entertainment/media room. The 
graphic artwork of a horse speaks of the equine 
interest of the lady of the house.

The powder room is actually an erstwhile 
bathroom belonging to the 3BHK unit. Its walls 
feature white travertine, while beige marble 
unfurls on the floor.

The kitchen is an understated shell of five 
surfaces, but infused with a lot of spunk via the 
sixth plane — flooring — which has 3D illusion 
cubist tiles.

A view from the bar looking towards the 
entrance. A little to the right (not seen), is a door 
that leads to the home office/study.

stools… Why?,” questions Shobhan. “But we’re 
not resorting to finger pointing. It’s only a case 
of looking at established practices analytically. 
For us, it means challenging stereotypes. The 
idea is to filter out the rejections on the 
premise of bad habits, old baggage and bad 
exposure versus some sort of a bias. This way, 
we can’t do something just because we’re 
architects. You win some and you compromise 
on the others… up to a limit,” says Shobhan.

One of the stereotypes they successfully 
managed to bust in this home, is the orientation 
of the sofas. The expansive living room (which 
was split into formal, informal, dining and bar 
sections, with the formal area position in a 
straight line with the main entrance), enjoyed 
panoramic views to the city. A mechanical 
response to such a situation would have been to 



above The children’s 
room gets a generous 
dose of colour, though 
not in a kiddy way. The 
green ledge overhead 
is a bunk bed, and also 
a slick version of a 
tree-house, which can 
be accessed with the 
help a rope. 

LefT The bathroom 
attached to the 
play area revels in 
colour and memories 
of childhood. The 
washbasin looks 
towards the swing for 
inspiration, while the 
wall behind brings 
to mind the happy 
afternoons spent with 
Lego blocks.

righT The bathroom 
attached to the 
children’s room is a 
muted affair.  It relies 
on quirky accessories 
to create the right 
environment, and an 
easy transition from 
the adjoining high-on-
hues sleeping space.

Habitat
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The play room now stands in place of one 
bedroom in the larger residential unit. The 
architects have deliberately stayed away from 
gimmicky interiors (the large wall poster is a 
concession to client demand) that usually mark 
such spaces. Instead, a storage unit that hides 
away toys and games has been made into a fun 
piece by dressing it in the hues the rainbow. 
Loose objects, such as stools, a lamp and toys, 
are other ways of putting punches of colour into 
the room.
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face them towards the windows. “We 
introspected on the why. And we decided that 
when people were seated, they had to be 
engaged with what was going on inside, rather 
than the outside. This configuration created a 
more welcoming air as now the seating faces 
the main door.” Hand in hand with this 
rationalization went the betterment of the 
layout: sofas facing the city meant an 
undesirable awkward aisle-like space between 
the backs of the sofa and the dining chairs.  As a 
visual counterweight to the views outside and 
perhaps its reflection, is a large image of a New 
York bridge pasted on the wall parallel to the 
windows, behind the dining area. Overhead, the 
ceiling is lined with hardwood, with two slits 
that accommodate the fan, lights and speakers. 

“Instead of creating some version of Gogh’s 
Starry Night by having lights all over the place, 
we constrained them to two places,” reveals 
the architect. “It all comes back to 
organization and making a meaningful shell. If 
you succeed in this, you can take away all the 
loose pieces, and still have an envelope that 
can stand on its own. And within that envelope 
it’s about having that one thing that makes a 
big impact on the space with other elements in 
a supporting role. It’s no usecreating clutter 
where everything vies for attention.” Rather 
like Muhammad Ali who believed in a compact 
pugilistic style, and extending an arm only for 
that deadly, KO punch!

above The master 
bedroom is a result of 
the coalescing of two 
bedrooms, the passage 
in between them and  
a washroom of the  
2BHK unit into a  
suite-like space. 

LefT Almost an entire 
bedroom has gone 
into making a walk-in 
closet for the lady 
of the house. The 
summery, floral print 
on the ceiling strikes 
the right feminine note 
in a space that  
is otherwise  
largely functional.

Habitat
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facT fiLe: area 2,500 sq ft Location Mumbai Principal architects Shobhan 
Kothari and anand Menon Design team Shobhan Kothari (partner), nidhi choudhary 
(project head) and nima nimbalkar (senior interior designer) start date november 2013 
Project duration nine months

This concert-over-clamour approach takes 
away some of the fog that cloaks the definition 
of ‘what is right for this space?’ when it comes 
to the question of accessories, art, rugs and 
other ‘layers’ that you load on to it. “All these 
elements are too subjective. It’s like me saying 
I want black, and you saying I want charcoal 
black. You can’t have defensible argument 
involving these. Therefore, you need to define 
the ideology that everyone can hold on to. It 
makes clients aware about what will work and 
what won’t. And it also gives us confidence 
that when we visit the site after an interval of 
time, we will still be able to identify with it,” 
says the architect who shies away from 
concept or themes for residential spaces. “All 
this works well in the retail or hospitality 
segments, but in case of residences, the 
design has to be a response to the site. The 
space should have a narrative.” Which is why 
he insisted on creating a vaulted, wood-lined 
ceiling between two beams in the master 
bedroom, whose curves are reflected in a large 
venetian-style mirror and sinuous-pattern 
flooring. “The client wasn’t terribly convinced 
about the ceiling, but with all the appreciation 

that it’s been getting, she’s quite happy. For 
us, it’s about creating moments.”

The decision to stay far removed from 
gimmicky ideas is best seen in the children’s 
room. Here, the light-hearted, effervescent 
ideas are not expressed as hackneyed wall 
murals or furniture based on fleeting childhood 
fancies, but as memories of happy moments: an 
afternoon spent with building blocks; a delicious 
half-nibbled cookie; a starry night; the delight in 
seeing a rainbow; the yearning for a tree-
house… “The space has room to grow along 
with the child. The clients don’t need to come 
back to us for every little change since a change 
of colour, or a piece of loose furniture, or even 
furnishings will not break the scheme.”

With a formula that includes intense 
preoccupation with pragmatics and spatial 
articulation, recognition of the aesthetic 
layering that finally completes a space, 
readiness to discard ideas and start afresh, and 
a genuine interest in understanding the lifestyle 
of the client, it’s no wonder Atelier dnD’s 
portfolio is growing from strength to strength.

The two beams that 
marked the boundaries 
of the passage have 
been made into an 
eye-catching element 
by connecting them 
with a wood-lined vault 
(above). The curves of 
this design highlight 
are echoed in a stylish, 
almost floor-to-ceiling 
reinterpretation of 
a venetian mirror 
and the interesting 
flooring pattern 
(right)… all of which 
satisfy the request for 
“something feminine in 
the master bedroom” 
by the client’s wife.
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The design philosophy of this elegant house created by A+T Associates in Vadodara is 
dominated by patterns that have been deftly derived from a diverse material palette 

that marries the family’s Indian roots while reflecting their modern lifestyle.

TexT: Kruti ChoKsi Kothari; PhoTograPhs: tejas shah; courTesy a+t assoCiates

Patterns
A Play of

{CentreStage} Habitat
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W
ith the help of a 
diverse material 
palette in varied 
permutations and 
combinations, 
patterns take centre 

stage in this Vadodara house designed by A+T 
Associates. It all started when the client, Vinod 
Shah, director of the city’s famous Mohanlal 
Tea Pvt Ltd, roped in interior designers Tanvi 
Rajpurohit and Archis Patel for the home’s 
architectural renovation and for revamping the 
interior decor. Fondly referred to as the 
Pattern House by Archis and Tanvi, the project 
is spread over two levels — the inspiring 
interiors imagined as pattern play using 
different materials in a single box. Creative yet 
cultural, Pattern House is a delightful abode 
that is definitely more than just a project 
worked on by A+T Associates.

Graduated from Arvindbhai Patel Institute of 
Environmental Design (APIED) at Vallabha 
Vidhya Nagar, Tanvi and Archis happened to 
work in the same design firm at the threshold 
of their careers. They soon realized the 

archiTecTs

Archis Patel and  
Tanvi Rajpurohit

oPPosiTe Page, above lefT The auspicious 
symbol of the lotus in its contemporized form is 
embossed on the planks of Burma teak for the 
main door and carved in metal plates for the 
safety door.

above righT With the help of a diverse 
material palette in varied permutations and 
combinations, patterns take centre stage in  
this house.

This Page, above lefT Creative yet cultural, 
this delightful abode reflects the family’s  
Indian roots while also focusing on their  
modern lifestyle.  

above righT Traditional yet contemporary, 
simple but dramatic, this house reveals a story 
in a series of details that highlights the best in a 
modest and elegant display of creativity.
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clockwise, from lefT The dramatic 
entrance is composed of three distinctive 
elements as adjustable louvers, a wooden main 
door and a jaali safety door accentuated with the 
patterns formed of the lotus that plays as positive 
and negative respectively.

The living room has been done in neutral walls, 
warmly tinted furniture, comfy couches, an 
innovative centre table and eccentric vases. Its 
gorgeous view is framed through the  
wooden ceiling.

The decor of the rectilinear, spacious and  
well-lit living room is subtle and elegant with 
points of focus such as lively cushions and 
colourful graphics.  

To highlight the rare wall behind the couch, an 
intriguing pattern is carved out from a 19mm-
thick MDF sheet with a similarly tinted base to 
accentuate the pattern with an embossed effect.  

The interesting hexagonal centre table is made 
from three segregated pieces that can be used 
distinctively or together. One of the three is 
crafted from artificial stone which was leftover 
from one of the bathrooms and the other two are 
adorned with veneer in a hexagonal pattern. 

HabitatHabitat
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similarity in their perspective and ideology 
not only for their profession but also for life at 
large. In 2010, they collectively established 
A+T Associates in Vadodara and have been 
recipients of multiple accolades and 
recognition since then. Their design aesthetic 
is marked by clean, simple and sophisticated 
lines, a palette of neutral colours and 
interesting textures. “All our designs possess 
a basic seriousness with an injection of 
freshness,” states Tanvi. “We believe in 
evergreen designs that do not follow 
sheep-like trends.” The firm has an 
unparalleled flair for modern simplicity or 
classical minimalism. One look at their work is 
enough to ascertain that there is no scope of 
pompous embellishments or quirky decor. It is 
purely young, neat and soothing.  

At the Pattern House, the entrance itself is a 
precursor to the delights that follow. “The 
lady of the house wanted a double-door 
entrance wherein there is one which is the 
jaali safety door while the other is the main 
door that gets closed only at night,” explains 
Tanvi. “This is the conventional notion for an 
entrance which is usually replaced by a single 
door with adjoining louvers in modern 
residences. However, the client was adamant, 
so we had to work out a solution that would 
serve their purpose yet look contemporary,” 
informs Tanvi. The resultant dramatic 

lefT The existing 
claustrophobic store 
room was replaced 
with a vertical storage 
wall mounted unit 
which stretches from 
ceiling to flooring with 
sliding doors.

below The 
combination of a 
black premium granite 
countertop, warmly 
tinted veneer finished 
cabinet units, elegant 
vitrified wall tiles 
and subtle flooring, 
becomes the ideal 
ensemble for  
the kitchen.
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maTerials

main door Burma teak wood, metal plates 
held by metal rods embedded in wooden 
sections (safety door) kitchen Vitrified 
tiles (floor and wall), black premium 
granite (counter top), veneer and Duco 
paint (furniture) walls oikos paint (son’s 
bedroom), self-textured fabric finish 
(daughter’s bedroom), wood-textured 
u-PVC strips backed by plywood paneling 
(master bedroom)

coNcePT: to design a house that has an evergreen indian appeal along with a modern minimalist decor. 

entrance is composed of three distinctive 
elements as main door, safety door and 
adjustable louvers. The lotus flower is 
considered to be very auspicious in Indian 
culture. The designer duo contemporized its 
form and generated a pattern that played as 
positive and negative on the main door and 
embossed it on its Burma teak planks and 
then on the jaali safety door as a carving on 

ToP Interesting patterns inspired by traditional local craft and “beading pattis” are placed together to 
form a larger pattern that serves as the headboard in the recessed wall behind the bed.  

above The impact of the visually stunning headboard is neutralized by the subtle Oikos wall paint, 
warmly tinted furniture, a chic resin-lined bed and monochromatic art.



A canopy of trees at a distance 
provides a backdrop for the 
master bathroom and the walk-in-
wardrobe. The skylight along the 
shower cubicle and careful use of 
rustic cement finish renders the 
space bright and one with nature.

The daughters’ room is adorned with the 
headboard accentuated with an assemblage 
of contrasting materials like Italian stone and 
wooden mosaic churned out from the leftover 
wood of old stair railing.
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Habitat



above In the master bedroom, the entire wall behind the bed is adorned with wooden textured 
U-PVC strips backed by plywood panelling, usually a system used for flooring. The headboard, a 
slightly tilted composite stone is further accentuated with reverse lighting.

below The daughters’ bedroom sports a wine-coloured wall, flushed-out lighting, bright graphic art 
and customised lights made from wooden beads roped into a string with a lamp at one end.
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To render a feminine 
touch, the daughters’ 
bathroom is bejewelled 
with decorative brass 
lights, a bespoke 
golden hexagonal 
mirror, a quartz 
countertop and self-
textured fabric finish 
on the walls.

metal plates embedded in wooden sections.  
Each door is different yet in sync as a result 
of which one can see through the pattern 
even when both the doors are closed.

Steps inside the entrance lead to the living 
room, a pattern and material repartee. The 
client desired a spacious and luxurious living 
space and therefore, the existing living room 
with a chamfered corner was transformed. 
Architecturally, it changed into a rectilinear, 
spacious and well-lit space with liberal 
openings by extending the existing walls. The 
interior decor is subtle and elegant with 
comfy couches complemented by an 
interesting hexagonal centre table made from 
three segregated pieces that can be used 
distinctively or together. To highlight the wall 
behind the couch, an intriguing pattern is 
carved out from a 19 mm-thick MDF sheet 
which has an embossed effect. The wooden 
ceiling frames the entire composition that’s 
further emphasized with trendy cushions and 
vases. No overdo seems to be the mantra  
of choice.  

To fulfill the client’s demand of a sumptuous 
kitchen and dining space, the existing 

claustrophobic store room was replaced with 
a vertical ceiling-to-floor storage wall- 
mounted unit that sports sliding doors. This 
allows the space to leak into the spacious 
dining room and extended kitchen. The 
combination of black premium granite 
countertop, warmly tinted veneer-finished 
cabinet units, elegant vitrified wall tiles and 
subtle flooring becomes the ideal ensemble 
for the cooking area. Devoid of any rigid 
partition wall, the staircase distinguishes the 
dining and kitchen where the spatial 
dimension and alabaster colouring render an 
appearance of a vast space.

Owing to the fact that the client has two 
daughters and a son, he requested the 
addition of a third bedroom on the first floor 
along with the other two existing ones. The 
open-to-sky terrace was converted into a 
bedroom with adjoining balcony which would 
serve as the son’s personal space now and 
master bedroom in the future.  As per the 
designer’s signature style, the decor of the 
bedroom is kept subtle while creating an 
element of focus through the beguiling design 
of the grand headboard. Interesting patterns 
inspired from traditional local craft are 

Habitat
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facT file: Project Pattern house 
location Vadodara client Vinod shah 
area 2,500 sq ft Principal designers 
tanvi rajpurohit and archis Patel

In the master 
bathroom, natural 
light gushes through 
glass skylights fixed 
on pergolas lighting 
up the inbuilt seating 
and niches thereby 
providing a grand  
aura to this stone- 
clad space.

stamped on the element, locally known as 
“beading pattis” which when placed together, 
form a larger pattern that serves as the 
headboard on the recessed wall. The impact 
of this element’s rich design is neutralized by 
the subtle Oikos wall paint, warmly-tinted 
furniture, a chic resin-lined bed and 
monochromatic art.

The daughters’ bedroom is given a feminine 
ambience with wine-coloured wall, flushed 
lighting and colourful art. Customized wooden 
beads are roped into a string with a lamp at 
one end to create whimsical lights that 
perfectly match with the young girls’ 
personalities. In continuation with the theme 
of their brother’s room, the headboard is 
accentuated through an assemblage of 
contrasting materials like Italian stone and 
wooden mosaic churned out from the leftover 
wood of an old stair railing. The bathroom too 
is bejewelled with decorative brass lights, a 
bespoke golden hexagonal mirror, a quartz 
countertop and self-textured fabric finish on 
the walls. 

In the master bedroom, with the intention to 
camouflage the dressing room door, the 

entire wall behind the bed is adorned with 
wooden textured U-PVC strips backed by 
plywood panelling, usually a system used for 
flooring. The slightly-tilted composite stone 
serving as the headboard is enhanced with 
reverse lighting. The en suite bathroom 
sports gold Italian stone while natural light 
gushes in through glass skylights fixed on 
pergolas. Inbuilt sitting and niches graced 
with artefacts render grandeur to the stone 
clad bathrooms.

Traditional yet contemporary, simple but 
dramatic, this house reveals the story in a 
series of details that highlights the best in a 
modest and elegant display of creativity. 

Habitat



The talking point, or the hero of this apartment 
is the sculptural staircase which connects the 
public and the private spaces. Set against the two 
large windows which showers copious amount of 
natural light into the living space; the staircase 
is also visible from every nook and cranny of the 
public spaces. This beautiful creation is crafted 
out of metal and oak wood planks.

{CentreStage} Habitat
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Mexico-based Arquitectura en Movimiento Workshop 
creates a contemporary Indian home around a 

stunning sculptural staircase for a family of four in Mumbai.
TexT: Deepa Nair; PhoTograPhs: Bharath ramamurtham; courtesy arquitectura eN movimieNto Workshop

T
his is a story about a spectacular 
apartment in Mumbai, where 
everything is right  — from the 
architecture of the building to 
its spatial configurations. 
Everything to the last detail is 

custom-designed to suit requirements. Taking 
it several notches higher is the commissioning 
of the home’s interiors to a company all the 
way from Mexico! It’s almost like living (in) a 
wild dream. Certainly, it seems to be the case 
for the family residing in this uber cool 
apartment and their immediate family who 
occupy the other four floors of this building. 

“We have done some interiors in New York 
and a mutual friend who liked our work 
referred us to this family,” informs Fabio 
Correa, principal architect at Arquitectura en 
Movimiento Workshop (the mavericks behind 
the design of this space). “We sent our 
portfolio and found us travelling to Mumbai 
shortly. That’s where everything started.” The 
architects did not make any important 
structural changes to the site as the main 
structure of the building was set and some 
masonry work had already started. “Some of 
the areas were already defined, but we could 
still manage to change some functions,” says 
Fabio. “The main staircase did not exist yet, 
there were no ceilings, no finishes, basically 
just the structure,” says the architect. Located 
in central Mumbai, the six-storied building has 
two floors allotted to the three nuclear 
families, part of a larger family. There’s an 

older couple and two families of young 
couples with children. So essentially, the 
architects had to work on three interior design 
projects for three very varied clients. “We had 
to address the same space with different 
distributions, each had a different reason on 
which interiors are designed, a concept far 
from typical housing in India, a space for living 
inside, contrasting with its urban context, with 
its social environment,” explains Fabio. Our 
focus will be on one of the three apartments 
Arquitectura en Movimiento Workshop 
designed for the family. 

Referred to as the SDM Apartment, this 
5,680-square-foot space has been occupied 
by four members — a forty-something couple 
and their two daughters. Before embarking on 
the project and after chatting with the family 
members, the architects prepared a well-
defined programme based on the customs of 
each user and space. “We were given a small 
brief with specific requirements that we were 
not familiar with, like the pooja room or the 
kitchen function and requirements for an 
Indian family,” says Fabio. “The clients wanted 
to show their art collection and they wanted 
lots of natural light inside. Apart from that, we 
were given free reign.” Familiar with the firm’s 
earlier work, the family had their mind set on a 
modern, contemporary and clean home.

Without an iota of doubt, the sculptural 
staircase which the architects designed for 
this apartment is the piece de resistance here. 

The Staircase 
House

archiTecTs

Team Arquitectura en 
Movimiento Workshop
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coNcePT: to design three apartments in a single building keeping with the design sensibilities of the owners. allowing an abundance 
of sunlight to travel through the house and walls to display the owners impressive art work, was also a key requirement.

Habitat

As a place of pride and to set the mood of the 
home, this marvel is placed close to the 
entrance door. “When we started work on the 
apartment, the staircase was one of the main 
issues to solve,” asserts Fabio. “The shell was 
already given. It was there, built with zero 
possibilities to change. The space was wide 
but short of depth — we had two walls and a 
big window at the back that showered the 
living room with natural light. Therefore, the 
staircase needed to be transparent to let the 
light through.” Clearly, the staircase was not 
just sculptural but extremely functional and 
simultaneously efficient. As the heroic 
protagonist of this apartment, this labour of 
love is strategically placed centrally. So 
wherever you’re standing amidst the public 
spaces, there she is, resplendent in beauty. So 
what has gone into the making of the 
staircase? “Metal was our first option, we 
knew that in India, handicraft is outstanding 
and possible,” says Fabio. “Metal would let us 
design a structure with freeform shapes. So 
we did a lot of physical and digital models and 
zeroed in on this one — it’s inspired by endless 
motion, as the first step becomes the last and 
so on. Its kinetic design makes it seem like it’s 

always moving. We wanted the final finish to 
be natural, so wood was perfect as it is 
malleable and sophisticated. So the planks of 
oak that we used in the living room worked as 
a charm… amazingly water can bend anything,” 
smiles the architect.

From the entrance, the living room nearby has 
an interesting ceiling design which forms an 
important element here. The wave-like 
pattern featured is designed between beams 
to capitalize on every inch of space available. 
Lighting fixtures introduced in the ceiling 
subtly illuminate the room. Contemporary 
furniture like the bookcase from Flexform, the 
Arne sofa from B&B Italia, and the coffee and 
sidetables from Ligne Roset creates a 
fuss-free, yet elegant and inviting feel. The 
kitchen on the right is designed for family 

MaTerials

staircase metal and oak planks Floor 
arabescato marble, laminates, hardwood 
Walls paint, wallpaper, wall panels

clockWise, FroM above A view 
of the passage that connects the 
public spaces of the house — living, 
dining, kitchen and pooja room. The 
wave-like pattern of the living room 
ceiling and the smooth flow of the 
staircase complement each other.  

Besides the selection of 
contemporary artworks collected 
by the clients, the living area 
also features some straight-lined 
furniture pieces from around  
the world.

At the dining area, the stunning 
Skydro chandelier from Artemide 
shines above the Lessless square 
table and Who chair from  
Molteni & C. 

The pooja room blends traditional 
and contemporary elements 
together: carved work on board, 
painted crystals and a chandelier for 
subtle lighting.
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clockWise, FroM ToP leFT: Part of the 
homeowners’ inherited art pieces includes stone 
sculptures from across Maharashtra.

The custom-designed audio room takes place of 
pride in the 2,000-square-foot residence.

The study area, part of the master bedroom. 

With the exception of the Gond painting, the little 
girl’s room was designed in sync with the rest of 
the space.

J u n e 2 0 1 5   BETTER INTERIORS  1 1 7

clockWise, FroM ToP leFT 
The kitchen has a sleek and 
flushed-in contemporary look with 
steel and wood taking centrestage. 
The elegant Morph Bar Stool from 
Formstelle is set against a  
wooden counter.  

The entertainment room features 
Pass-Word (TV unit) and Star 
(coffee table), both from Molteni & 
C. The modern modular sofa Luis 
from B&B Italia forms  
the seating. 

The clean-lined office flaunts 
Arabescato marble floor, a striking 
art piece and a large book shelf. 

The simple, inviting and elegant 
guest bedroom is flushed with 
sunlight and has warm wooden 
flooring and an interesting bookcase 
which looks like an artwork on the 
wall.
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reunions and has simple lines which together 
with the materials create a serene and elegant 
atmosphere. The dining space, an extension of 
the living room and kitchen has been in clean 
lines, emitting warmth. 

The pooja room, placed on the left of the living 
room was the subject of a “major 
investigation” that is expressed in each 
element, colour and lighting. “We designed 
three pooja rooms and each one was 
different,” says Fabio. “In this apartment, we 
proposed a linear design in wood to contain 
sculptures. We lit the room with painted 
crystal in yellow during the day and the night 
can see subtle lighting with a chandelier. The 
carving on the board was achieved on site. 
Integrating these elements in a contemporary 
way was our way to achieve a space for 
contemplation, spiritual communion, peace 
and harmony,” he concludes. 

The private areas of the house can be 
accessed only through the staircase. Here, 
besides an entertainment room, there’s a 
study, guest bedroom, master bedroom and 
two rooms for the daughters. Each personal 
room has a different atmosphere and they 
have been specially furnished with pieces 
selected from a furniture fair in Milan. One can 
spot a wide variety of exclusive designs, 
artwork, rugs and tapestries, mosaics 

applications, arabescato marble and walnut 
wood contrasting with the white of the general 
area in these private zones. In fact, the 
architects declare that every space and detail 
meets a special character of the users — the 
colours, pictures, even kitchen utensils and 
furnishing was specifically chosen to make this 
project utterly unique.

Though the architects admit that 
understanding the lifestyle, the rituals and 
religion, creating atmospheres conducive to 
each family member in common and separate, 
are challenges they faced as foreign 
architects; it’s especially heartening and 
encouraging to know that the entire family 
was very satisfied with the original design and 
didn't change it a wee bit! Most definitely, 
what the team at Arquitectura en Movimiento 
Workshop most rejoice in is the fact that their 
project has been able to evoke emotions and 
sensorial experiences. Certainly, a 
commendable task for an international firm to 
undertake and succeed with such flair.  

FacT File: Project sDm 
apartment  location mumbai  
area 5,680 sq ft  architects 
arquitectura en movimiento Workshop

clockWise, FroM ToP leFT 
The master bedroom receives big 
doses of light and has a cosy lounge 
space and warm wooden flooring. 
The furniture are very special pieces 
with original and organic shapes — 
Lazy Night from B&B Italia (bed), 
Ripples from Horm (bench) and 
the arm chair, ottoman and wall 
panelling from Casa Zeta. 

The youngest daughter loves 
pink and nature. Therefore, the 
architects used natural wood, 
organic wallpaper and fabric on 
rugs. They designed this space as a 
multifunctional bedroom where she 
can study, relax and play. 

The older daughter loves music and 
is not a colour fanatic. A wallpaper 
that complements the TV unit and 
art and a few elements to give her 
a cosy place to sleep and relax has 
been created.  
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Recyclable furniture, urban kitchenware and new 
generation tiles... take your pick
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COOK-IT-ALL
Usha International has launched a 
revolutionary product in their 
range of kitchen appliances titled 
the Usha Infiniti Cook Halogen 
Oven. It harnesses the power of 
light as the source of energy for 
cooking. This genius can bake, 
roast, grill, thaw, slow cook, 
barbeque, toast, braise and air fry 
too. It is a multi-functional 
appliance that can whip up an 
entire meal right from appetisers 
to desserts. Additionally, it can 
cook food with zero oil. 
` 9,995

BLACK BeAuTIes
Hafele has launched a new line of kitchen 
appliances and equipment under the name Nagold 
J Series. They come in robust exteriors made of 
black insulated glass, perfectly complimented with 
stainless steel frames, handles and knobs that 
make way for a minimalist and modern design. The 
range consists of concept kitchen fittings, 
microwaves, refrigerators, chimneys and baking 
equipments that are innovative and multi 
functional. The products have a built-in feature for 
the cooking and baking range. The refrigerators 
come with tropicalized compressor, complete 
temperature control and dual cooling.
price on request

FuTuRIsTIC BATHROOMs
Vitra’s new range of high-tech bathroom products titled Metropole has 
a distinct urban feel to it; comprising washbasins and WCs. The former is 
available in two options: ceramic and mineral cast. The pure white colour 
variant is a strikingly elegant choice for any home. The WC is equipped 
with an integrated stop valve and a rimless pan. It’s easy to clean and 
offers maximum sanitation. It is also armed with a tank that dispenses 
liquid detergent every time the WC is used. These units come in two 
options: standard wall hung and compact wall hung.
price on request

sHeesHAM BeAuTIes 
Godrej Interio has unveiled their latest furniture collection of 
knock down Sheesham bedroom sets. As the name suggests, 
the furniture pieces use sheesham wood their making... an 
incredibly flexible material, it is perfect for furniture that needs 
to be dismantled and transported. Plus, it looks vintage and 
offers your home a traditional old-world charm. The range 
consists of two new bedroom sets — Madisson and Avana — 
that comprises of a king-sized bed, bedside tables, chest of 
drawers, wardrobes, dressing table and stools. Avanna is more 
contemporary in design with darker and bolder colour choices 
whereas Madisson is classic with light cherry and crimsons as 
dominant hues. The furniture is sophisticated and urbane with 
clean lines and minimalist finishing.
price on request
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FAn And LIgHT 
Luminous Power Technologies have launched the 
Luxury Decorative Fan Range equipped with clear 
and bright LED lights. Classy and unique, these 
products are a different take on the traditional fan 
design. They are available in bold colours like wine 
reds, silky golds and mint whites. The products 
are armed with bright electroplated components, 
functional LED lights and full function RF touch 
pad remote regulator. Our favourite is the 
Lumaire, which is available in three bold colours 
and features a 10W LED light along with five 
speed IR regulators.
` 7,000 to ` 23,000  

COOLeR suMMeRs
Dr Fixit from the renowned house of Pidilite Industries Ltd 
has just launched a new product, Dr Fixit Heatsheild. As the 
name suggests, the product promises to bring down the 
temperature of your home by four to six degrees with an 
application of a unique heat-reducing terrace coat. It saves 
energy with its distinctive features like heat insulation; solar 
reflectance; UV- IR- and microbial-resistance; and is also 
non toxic. The heat shield completely seals the exteriors of 
the house by making it waterproof in monsoons and heat 
insulators in summers. It also helps in reducing the power 
consumption and cut down the load on the air conditioners. 
` 8,750 (for 20 litre pack)

sMART CHOICe  
Mitashi has launched the new Mitashi 50 Smart LED TV, its most 
advanced creation yet. The television comes armed with several 
high-tech features. For instance, the TV is powered with DLED 
technology and comes with a super SLIM panel for a sleek look. The full 
HD picture has a resolution of 1920p x 1080p. Additionally, it comes with 
WiFi connectivity, PC inputs, 3 HDMI inputs and recognizes 27 video 
formats. It runs on Android 4.4 OS, which will make your experience 
efficient, smooth and incredible.
` 51,990

THe PORseLAnO CHARM 
H&R Johnson has launched an exclusive range of new generation glazed and 
improved vitrified tiles under the brand name Johnson Porselano. The new 
range comes with GPS technology wherein GPS aptly stands for Germ-Free 
Porcelain Slabs. The features of the collection are never ending as it is joint-free 
and possesses stainless properties. It has high Modulus of Rupture (MOR) and 
the designs and themes of the tiles give a unique and opulent feel to the room. 
It is available in three sizes — 80 cm x 80 cm, 120 cm x 60 cm and 120 cm x 
120 cm splits. The collection of the tiles comes in a plethora of styles and 
themes; ranging from modern, contemporary and minimalistic styles to 
receating different timelines of the world in Victorian, retro, art nouveau and 
deco styles. 
price on request
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DESIGNBYTES

ROUNDABOUT

BOOK REVIEW
Available: www.amazon.in

HI-FIVE!
Bosch  
Website: www.boschindia.com

Gorenje 
Tel: 022-26744580; Website: 
www.gorenje.ind.in

hafele InDIa 
Tel: 0124-61426100; Website: 
www.hafele.in

sIemens 
Tel: 39677000; Website: www.
siemens.com

WhIrlpool InDIa 
Whirlpool House, Plot No 40, 
Sector 44, Gurgaon 122002; 
Tel: 0124-4591300; Website: 
www.whirlpoolindia.com

TEcHNIquES

home ToWn 
247 Park, Gr Flr, LBS Road, 
Near Hindustan Times Bus 
Stop, Vikhroli (W), Mumbai 
83; Tel: 61775200

TanGerIne
Unit 119-120, New Satguru 
Nanak Indl Premises, Besides 
Silver Metropolis, Jay Coach, 
Goregaon (E), Mumbai 63;  
Tel: 40681919

THINGTANK 

SWISH LIST

IDus
10/57, Kirti Nagar Industrial 

Area, New Delhi 15; Tel: 
45888000; Website: www.
idus.in

InDIa cIrcus
3rd Floor, Meher Chambers, 
Ballard Pier, Mumbai, 
Maharashtra 400001; Tel: 
07666225855; Website: www.
indiacircus.com

jusT for Decor
Mobile: 98368 63311;  
Website: www.justfor 
decor.com 

maspar
F-2, Sky Zone, 1st Flr, High 
Street Phoenix Mall, Lower 
Parel Mumbai, Maharashtra 
400013; Tel: 24901485; 
Website: www.maspar.com

pInakIn
Raghuvanshi Mill Compound, 
2nd Floor, Senapati Bapat 
Marg, Lower Parel, Mumbai 
400013, Near Phoenix Mills, 
Tel: 24982033; Website: www.
pinakin.in

rumors
Ascent Decor Private Limited, 
#44/2, 3rd Floor, Beratena 
Agrahara, Begur Hobli, 
Hosur Road, Bangalore 
100; Mobile: 8065694949; 
Email: info@rumorsindia.in; 
Website: www.rumorsindia.in

The GreaT easTern home
Khanna Estate, LBS Road, 
Vikhroli West, Mumbai 79; 
Tel: 25774300; Website: www.
thegreateasternhome.com

VIsIonnaIre
Website: www.visionnaire-
home.com

WalTer knoll
3rd Floor, Devchand House, 
Opp Nehru Planetarium, Dr. 
Annie Beasant Road, Worli, 
Mumbai 18; Tel: 77 38 369966; 
Website: www.walterknoll.de 

Zynna
S-56/20, DLF Phase III, 
Gurgaon 122002, Mobile: 
9350975943; Website: www.
zynna.in

BAzAAR

aa lIVInG
9, Ground Floor, Rajul 
Apartments, Harkness Road, 
Nepean Sea Road, Opp Gold’s 
Gym, Near Elizabeth Hospital, 
Mumbai 06; Tel: 23683985

anemos
Krishna House, Gr Flr, 
Raghuvanshi Estate, Senapati 
Bapat Marg Lower Parel, 
Mumbai 13; Tel: 2493 4306, 
2493 4307; Email: 
infomumbai@anemos.in. 

anDyy home
Gr Flr, F 213/D, Old MB Road 
Lado Sarai, Mehrauli,New 
Delhi 30, Tel: 4652 4343;  Email: 
info@andyyhome.com; 
Website: www.andyy 
home.com

aparTmenT9 
2 Sunny House, Mereweather 
Rd, Colaba, Mumbai 01; Tel: 
32489601/02; Website: www.
apartment9.in

aT ease 
301, Kingston, Tejpal Road, Vile 
Parle (E), Mumbai 57; Tel: 
26185996; Email: info@
atease-store.com

Baaya DesIGn
Prathamesh Tower, A-Wing, 
Ground Floor, Radhuvanshi 
Mills, Senapati Bapat Road, 
Lower Parel, Mumbai 13; Tel: 
65210165; Website: www.
baayadesign.com

By collaGe 
S No 1000, Devidayal road, 
Mulund (W,) Mumbai 
80; Mobile: 9890245900; 
Webiste: www.bycollage.com

clarke & clarke 
Website: www.clarke- 
clarke.com
 
D’Decor 
Gr Flr, Notan Heights, 20, 
Gurunanak Road, Station  
Road, Bandra (W), Mumbai;  
Tel: 6678 2030; Website: www.
ddecor.com 

Dhoop
Shop no 2, Mangal Kunj 
Building, B Wing, Junction of 32 
and 36 Road, National College 
Lane, opposite SBI, Off Linking 
Road, Bandra (W), Mumbai 50; 
Tel: 26403917; Website: www.
dhoopcrafts.in

elemenTTo
11, Senapati Bapat Marg, Lower 
Parel, Mumbai 13; Mobile: 
9831521791; Website: www.
elementto.in

elVy lIfesTyle
18, Gr Flr, Square One Mall, C-2, 

directory
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Directory
District Centre, Saket,  
New Delhi 17; 
Website: www.elvy.com

epIsoDe
Grand Galleria, High Street 
Phoenix, Lower Parel, Mumbai 
13; Tel: 24905050
Email: phoenix@
episodesilver.com 

faB furnIsh 
Website: www.fabfurnish.com

fashIon anD you
Website: www.fashionand 
you.com

fraZer anD haWs
3, Dr. GC Narang Marg, New 
Delhi 07; Tel: 27666322; 
Website: www.frazerand 
haws.com

GooD earTh 
11-12, Raghuvanshi Mills 
Compound, Senapati Bapat 
Marg, Lower Parel, Mumbai 
13; Tel:24951954; Website: 
www.goodearth.in

GranDeur InTerIors  
(See Swish)

InDIan auGusT
N-3, Sector-18, Noida 201301; 
Tel: 0120-427154; Website: 
www.indianaugust.in

InV home
Shop No. 1, First Floor, 
N-Block Market, GK-I, New 
Delhi 48; Tel: 29233122

IshaTVam 
348D, Mehrauli-Gurgaon 
Road, Near Sultanpur Mandi 
Metro Station, New Delhi 30; 
Tel: 26804344; Website: www.
ishatvam.com

lImeroaD
4th & 5th Floor, Plot No 48, 
Sector 44, Near Huda City 
Center Metro Station, 
Gurgaon 122001; Tel: 
0124-4420900; Website: 
www.limeroad.com

maIson 15 
Santushti Shopping Complex, 
New Wellingdon Camp,Race 
Course Road, New Delhi 
110021,Tel: 24106086

maIshaa
2 Kohinoor, 29 Hughes Rd, 
Mumbai 07; Tel: 67718181

maspar 
(See Swish)

nya norDIksha 
Website: www.nya.com

prIDe
7 Dharam Palace, Hughes Road, 
Mumbai 07 ;Tel: 23683991; 
Website: www.pride 
furnishings.com

raTan jaIpur
 N-8 (Basement), N Block 
Market, G K 1, New Delhi 48; 
Tel: 40513724; Webiste: www.
ratanjaipur.com

roche BoBoIs 
Senapati Bapat Marg, Tower 1, 
Indiabulls Financial Centre, 
Mumbai 13; Tel: 61062233

sancTum 
19th Rd, Khar West, Mumbai 52; 
Tel: 26495775; Website: www.
sanctumstore.com

sTuDIo creo
E 52 New Mangalpuri, Mandi 
Rd, Mehrauli, New Delhi 30; Tel 
46002100; Website: www.
studiocreo.com

surprIse home lInen
2, Kohinoor building, 29, 
Hughes road, Mumbai 07; Tel: 
32972125; Website: 
surpriselinen.com

The BIG Door 
317/3, BR Ambedkar Rd, Opp 
DR BR Ambedkar Statue, Pali 
Hill, Khar (W), Mumbai 52; Tel: 
26485279; Website: www.
thebigdoor.in
 
The furnITure repuBlIc 
1st Floor, KST Southend, 416 
MG Road, Ghitorni, New Delhi; 
Tel: 8527100311; Website: 
www.tfrhome.com

The GreaT easTern home  
(See Swish)

Tranceforme
F-11, Laxmi Mills Estate, Shakti 
Mills Lane, Off Dr. E. Moses Rd, 
Mahalaxmi, Mumbai 11; Tel: 

24939916; Website:
www.tranceforme.in 

VIya home
Kamal Mansioon, 2nd Flr, 
Arthur Bunder Rd, Colaba, 
Mumbai 05; Tel: 66102009; 
Website: www.viyahome.com

Zynna 
(See Swish)

cENTRESTAGE

HABITAT

A Dialogue About Design 
aTelIer D&D
816-817, Corporate Avenue, 
Sonawala Lane, Next to 
Udhyog Bhavan, Goregaon (E), 
Mumbai 63; Tel: 26855983; 
Website: www.dnd.in

A Play of Patterns 
a&T assocIaTes 
Avantha House, Crompton 
Greaves Building,12th Flr, 
Dr Annie Besant Road, Worli, 
Mumbai 30; Tel: 61443100; 
Website: www.ta.com

The Staircase House
arquITecTura en 
moVImIenTo Workshop
Tamaulipas No150, Torre B 
Piso 12 , Condesa D.F.,Mexico 
City, Mexico; Tel: +52-
5552861600; Website: www.
arqmov.com

FINAL TAKE

GALLERY 

GoDrej InTerIo 
Shop No 5, 1st Flr, Mayfair 
Meridien, Amboli Naka, Off SV 
Rd, Ceaser Rd, Andheri (W); 
Mumbai 58, Tel: 65284583; 
Website: www.godrej 
interio.com

GranDeur InTerIors 
19, Raghuvanshi Mills, Lower 
Parel, Mumbai 13; Tel: 
67476746; Website: www.
grandeurinteriors.com

hafele InDIa 
(See Hi Five)

h&r johnson 
Opp Damjis Hotel, Azad Rd, 
Vile Parle (E), Mumbai 57; Tel: 
26105724; Website: www.
hrjohnsonindia.com

lumInous poWer 
TechnoloGIes 
Website: www.luminous 
india.com

mITashI
414 - 424, B”Wing, 
Bhawaeshwar Arcade, LBS 
Marg, Ghatkopar (W), Mumbai 
86; Mobile: 09220020099; 
Website: www.mitashi.com

noTIon 
Plot No. C-44, Sector 2, Near 
Hotel Nirulas, Noida 201301; 
Tel: 0120-4000500; Website: 
www.notion.net.in

oZone 
H-40, Bali Nagar, New Delhi15; 
Tel:45576677; Email: ozone@
ozone-india.com; Website: 
www.ozone-india.com

pIDIlITe 
Ramkrishna Mandir Rd, Off Sir 
Mathuradas Vasanji Rd, 
Andheri (E) Mumbai  59; Tel: 
2233087000; 
E-mail: pil@pidilite.com; 
Website: www.pidilite.com

usha InTernaTIonal 
Usha International Ltd, Plot No. 
15, Institutional Area Sector- 
32, Gurgaon 122001; Tel: 
124-4583100
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{Final Take} Pick Apart

Everyone has their favourites and the Better Interiors team is no exception. 
Sure, we are a bunch of committed ‘unbiased’ folk who report on design 
trends faithfully... but we also drool and how!

Pg 112 When it was my time to write about my 
favourite element or project in the current 
issue, I actually wanted to write about the 
Bazaar spread… but then I saw the wonderful 
home designed by Mexico-based Arquitectura 
en Movimiento Workshop. The project, 
featured in our Habitat pages has a beautiful 
sculptural staircase. Absolutely love the way 
the architects have given a fluid shape to this 
metal and oak piece of art that links the two 
floors of the apartment. Its both functional and 
practical. Sheer genius I say!
Alifiya Mehamdabadwala

Pg 100 According to me the true 
beauty of a house lies in its 
simplicity and this delightful 
abode designed by A+T Architects 
featured in the Habitat section is 
no exception. From the artsy 
wooden head board in the 
recessed wall behind the bed to 
the brick clad walls showcasing 
showpieces to even the lovely 
entrance door embossed with 
lotus carvings… everything in this 
home has a traditional yet 
contemporary Indian appeal to it. 
The absence of loud colours, 
elements of quirk and pompous 
embellishments lends this space 
an undisturbed tranquility. Must 
admit, all that glitters is not gold!
Shradha Shahani

Pg 90 While the entire home designed by 
Atelier d&D (featured in Habitat) is quite 
wonderful, I find the children’s room and play 
area the most interesting and appealing.  As 
adults, our tastes as far as colour and design is 
concerned can be very different from that of 
children and therefore, not easily relatable. 
But I was a kid once, and never had a room of 
my own, let alone a play area. From the bed 
sheets to the rainbow-coloured cabinets…  I 
love this space from every nook and cranny. It 
makes me want to go back in time!
Vilas Salve

Pg 49 The colour grey has a reputation of 
being unlucky and characterless, but for me; 
I’ve always found it to be mysterious and 
alluring. Even my room is a mix of whites, 
blacks and greys. So when I came to know that 
we were doing an entire spread on this colour 
in the Bazaar section, I was quite excited to see 
the outcome. I also have to say I’m not 
disappointed as I love so many pieces from the 
whole spread. My favourite is the bird cage 
from Dhoop which is vintage-looking and gives 
the room a very charming and feminine feel.
Hetvi Desai




