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United Pallet NetworkFirst class service...
 ...is about adapting  
 to change

Chameleon
There are around 160 species of Chameleon and 
some can change colour in under 20 seconds.

First class travel for palletised freight www.u-p-n.co.uk

The logistics sector is like a jungle. Hauliers that adapt quickly to new market conditions will 
flourish while others may face extinction. In recent years, many hauliers have struggled to 
cope with demanding customers, spiralling fuel costs and increased legislation. There is a 
way to transform your business and take advantage of new market opportunities for smaller 
consignments. Joining UPN will get you back to growth mode and give your business a real boost.

UPN has evolved quickly over the last decade to become the most cost 
effective and efficient palletised freight delivery system. Our focus on 
quality and technology pays dividends for members and their customers  
who benefit from 99.9 per cent delivery success. 

We recently launched UPN Mobile, a track & trace app that makes life even 
easier for our depots and customers, who can track every consignment 
from start to finish in real-time. We also launched a range of new European 
services, with a seamless service to 26 countries. We even provide an online 
customer input system, allowing customers to book jobs on-line, saving 
valuable time and money. Our real-time signature capture system will help 
you win more business than ever before and your customers will love it.

Consistent growth creates opportunities for proactive hauliers to join our 
ranks. UPN membership delivers many benefits, including access to new 
customers, markets and freight services. You will improve the efficiency of 
your fleet, increase fill rates and drive up your profitability. 
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services, with a seamless service to 26 countries. We even provide an online 
customer input system, allowing customers to book jobs on-line, saving 
valuable time and money. Our real-time signature capture system will help 
you win more business than ever before and your customers will love it.

Consistent growth creates opportunities for proactive hauliers to join our 
ranks. UPN membership delivers many benefits, including access to new 
customers, markets and freight services. You will improve the efficiency of 
your fleet, increase fill rates and drive up your profitability. 

To find out more or to arrange a demonstration call us now on 0844 833 0300.
Your staff will thank you. Your customers will thank you. Your competitors will not.
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It seems what the European Commission is calling ‘safer and greener’ 
trucks are edging closer to getting the green light. The European 
Parliament has added its endorsement to new design proposals 
which will see the shape of commercial vehicles adjusted to sport a 
rounded ‘nose’ to reduce the risk of causing injury to other road users 

in the event of a collision, while at the same time improving the truck’s 
aerodynamic profile to reduce fuel consumption (see Industry News, page 
6). If the plans are also approved by the European Council, such vehicles 
could be hitting our country’s roads by as soon as 2018.

It’s a bold move – though one that’s bound to have truck manufacturers 
shaking their heads. For an industry that’s already had to make colossal 
investments in R&D to meet increasingly stringent Euro emissions 

regulations (while weathering one of the worst recessions in living memory), the prospect of yet 
another mandatory redesign enforced by Brussels bureaucrats may well be a step too far.

We were recently talking to Mercedes-Benz UK’s managing director of commercial vehicles, 
Michael Kamper, who felt the proposals put emphasis on the wrong part of the problem. “Money 
is better spent on systems that prevent accidents, rather than mitigate effects once an accident 
has occurred,” he suggested – and he has a point. If another road user is going to hit a truck, 
damage is pretty much unavoidable; so surely it makes more sense to invest in education, new 
and improved driver-assist technologies, and better road infrastructure – which will all do more 
to keep traffic flowing safely than the act of simply sticking a nose cone on a truck.

It’ll be interesting to see what the European Council makes of the proposals. It’s due to 
announce its decision in June, so we won’t have long to wait. But in the meantime, I hope you 
enjoy your read!

Andy Stewart, editor

On the 
Cover…

Find us on facebook (www.facebook.com/truckingmag)
Follow us on twitter (@truckingmag)
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‘Safer’ trucks step 
closer after EP vote

T
he introduction of ‘safer 
and greener’ trucks 
could be drawing closer 
after the European 
Parliament endorsed 

the European Commission’s 
proposal for new EU rules 
governing the design of 
commercial vehicles on April 15.

The Commission first 
proposed the new rules in April 
2013, which revised the current 
legislation on weights and 
dimensions of certain road 

vehicles to allow manufacturers 
to develop more aerodynamic 
trucks which it said could 
reduce fuel consumption by 
7-10 per cent, cut greenhouse 
gas emissions, and enhance the 
safety of other road users.

EC vice-president Siim Kallas 
said: “I am pleased with this 
vote which supports the 
Commission’s goal to make 
road transport cleaner and safer, 
allowing innovative designs for 
the greener trucks of the future.”

Goldhofer’s Troika axle 
is designed to be light-

weight and flexible

The proposal will allow cabs 
with a rounded shape and 
aerodynamic flaps at the back of 
the trailer. These measures are 
designed to improve a vehicle’s 
aerodynamic profile, which 
could save approximately €5000 
(£4100) per year in fuel costs for 
a typical long-distance truck 
covering 100,000 km.

This, said the EC, represents 
a 7–10 per cent cut in 
greenhouse gas emissions (or 
7.8 tonnes of CO2 for the same 

long-distance vehicle covering 
100,000 km). At the same time, 
the driver’s visibility will be 
improved, which the EC said will 
help reduce accidents involving 
vulnerable road users. 

The European Parliament 
supported most of the key 
provisions in the EC proposal, 
with particular reference to 
amendments that facilitate the 
use of a broader range of low-
carbon propulsion technologies, 
clarify the possibilities for 
aerodynamic cabs and rear 
devices, and strengthen 
enforcement provisions.

However, the EC did not 
agree with other points, 
including an amendment that 
would limit the extension of 
aerodynamic rear devices to 
500 mm, and amendments that 
reject the broad definition of 
“intermodal transport” 

Specialist heavy-haulage 
trailer manufacturer 
Goldhofer is taking its new 

MPA Troika axle on a tour of the 
UK during April and May.

Goldhofer said it’s new axle 
design optimises vehicle 
handling and manoeuvrability 
due to its implementation of a 
suspension stroke of 315 mm, 
plus an individual choice of ride 
height and a steering angle up 
to 60 degrees.

The axle comprises one wheel 
carrier, one strut and one 
suspension arm. The 
manufacturer said the stripped-
back design enables durability 
and low kerb weights, as well 
as easier maintenance, while 
the independent response of 
the axles allows the trailer to 
handle uneven surfaces 
more confidently.

The MPA Troika axle has been 
fitted to the company’s 
STZ-MPA low-loader, which 
Goldhofer said is its most agile 

trailer yet. The low-loader is on 
show in conjunction with a new 
Mercedes-Benz Arocs three-
axle tractor unit.

Andover Trailers is Goldhofer’s 
sole distributor in the UK and 
Ireland. Its sales director, Ivan 
Collins, said: “This latest 
innovation is a really exciting 
development. The roadshows 
give us the opportunity to 
demonstrate to customers how 
the technology works first-hand, 
and answer any questions they 
may have on the new product.”

Alongside the UK roadshows, 
which are being organised by 
Goldhofer in conjunction with 
Mercedes-Benz, the STZ-MPA 
semi-trailer fitted with the new 
axle will be on display at the 
Commercial Vehicle Show, 
Birmingham between April 
29-May 1, at Truckfest 
Peterborough at the East of 
England Showground on May 
4-5, and Vertikal Days, Haydock 
Park on May 14-15.

Axle tech 
goes on 
tour

Skills for Logistics pilots 
Traineeship schemes

Skills for Logistics (SfL) 
has developed 
traineeship pilot 

schemes with Stephenson 
College and Grantham 
College in an effort to fill the 
perceived skills gap in the 
UK’s logistics sector.

SfL said the traineeships, 
due to launch in April, are 
aimed at helping young 
people who are focused on 
getting an apprenticeship or 
sustainable job, but do not 
yet have the skills or 
experience to compete 
successfully for vacancies.

SfL said the traineeships 
should provide young people 
with the work preparation and 
skills necessary to go onto an 
apprenticeship, and then a 
career path which offers 
genuine opportunity. They are 
designed to attract into the 
logistics sector young people 
who are not currently 
employed, have little or no 
work experience, but are 
focused on work and the 
prospect of it.

SfL said for many of these 
people, apprenticeships are a 
step too high on the 
education ladder.

Unlike apprentices, 
traineeships are for young 
people only – those aged 
16-19 qualified below National 
Qualifications Framework 
(NQF) Level 3 (A-Level 
standard); and 19-24 below 

National Level 2 (GCSE grade 
A-C equivalent). Providers 
and employers will need to 
identify a reasonable chance 
of being ready for 
employment or an 
apprenticeship within six 
months of engagement.

Traineeships will last a 
maximum of six months. The 
core content will be a work 
placement and work 
preparation training, as well as 
English and maths. The 10-12 
week work placement will 
provide genuine work 
experience, rather than 
observation or mundane 
tasks, and will be recorded in 
an activity diary.

Individuals completing 
traineeships will receive a 
formal reference together with 
a sector skills endorsed 
(employer badge) recognition 
of participation and 
achievement, and a provider 
interview to look at 
progression opportunities

“Traineeships will be 
suited to those who want to 
work, but who need extra 
help to gain an apprenticeship 
or job,” said Dr Ross 
Moloney, CEO of Skills for 
Logistics. “Employers can 
influence the design of 
traineeships in their local 
area to ensure they provide 
young people with the skills 
and attributes that will benefit 
their business.”
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NEWS IN BRIEF

Ruling results in fresh 
‘mega trucks’ delay
The European Parliament 
has decided not to amend 
the current rules governing 
the use of longer vehicles 
- dubbed ‘mega trucks’ – on 
the cross-border road 
transport operations. 
Instead, it has asked the 
European Commission to 
produce a new report on the 
subject by 2016.

Model TGX takes 
tachograph kit
Digital tachograph hardware 
and software provider 
Tachosys has revealed it’s 
latest commercial vehicle 
project – a replica MAN TGX 
model truck fitted with an 
ECU, digital tacho, vehicle 
tracking kit and Driver 
Decision Support (DDS). 
Tachosys has built its 
1/14th scale TGX to include 
fully working electrics and 
three forward/reverse gears 
– plus a proprietary and 
fully featured vehicle ECU 
with CANbus, connected 
to a Stoneridge Exakt 
digital tachograph.

Tachosys said the speed 
for the tachograph is 
accurately picked up from its 
mated sensor, which has 
undergone full workshop 
calibration. The firm said the 
model is designed to show 
off the capabilities of its 
next-generation digital 
download tools, which 
offer functions including 
vehicle tracking, FMS 
monitoring, bluetooth 
connectivity and both 
analogue and digital inputs.

Tachosys’ technical 
director and principal, Ian 
Frost, said: “This started as a 
small project to show off 
Remote Download and our 
enhanced capabilities at 
the Commercial Vehicle 
Show, but inevitably it 
turned into something 
considerably more.

“I won’t ever calculate 
the cost as it would be 
simply scary, but I feel 
confident it will be a great 
way to convey all the 
principles,” Frost added.

T he European Parliament 
has introduced a new 
regulation aimed at 

reducing noise emissions from 
trucks and cars over the next 12 
years. The new rules will phase 
in new limits by July 1, 2016; 
2020 and 2024. The first phase 
will only apply new engine noise 
limits to new vehicle types, while 
the second and the third phases 
will bring in lower decibel values 
and also include all new vehicles 
produced, two years after they 
start (ie, 2022 and 2026).

The rules bring down the limit 
for the most powerful heavy 
lorries (over 12 tonnes) to 79 db 
from 81 db.

CVs slapped with 
new noise targets

TA threatens reg delays
T he Society of Motor 

Manufacturers and Traders 
(SMMT) is warning that as 

many as 20,000 CV registrations 
per year could suffer major 
delays for failing to meet new 
Type Approval legislation.

Implemented from October 29 
this year, the new rules will apply 
to around two thirds of heavy 
commercial vehicles – those 
built in stages weighing more 
than 3.5 tonnes. These vehicles 
are in the last category to come 
under a raft of new Type 
Approval legislation that will see 
all trucks in Europe conform to a 
common set of rules.

Without the correct approval 
from the Vehicle Certification 
Agency (VCA), the SMMT said 
as many as 50 per cent of 
annual heavy CV registrations 
could be considerably delayed.

With no official stamp of 
approval, the only alternative 
route to registering a vehicle in a 
EU country would be the 
DVSA-administered Individual 
Vehicle Approval (IVA) scheme. 
SMMT said it expects this ‘one 
by one’ means of checking a 
vehicle is fit for use will be 
overloaded by a high number of 
bodybuilders that leave it too 
late to get full Type Approval.

proposed by the Commission, 
which takes into account the 
evolution of container trade.

The proposals have now 
been passed to the European 
Council, which is due to 

announce its own decision 
in June.

If an agreement is reached, 
the redesigned trucks 
could arrive on UK roads by 
2018-2020.

EP said truck noise limits are set to fall

The European Automobile 
Manufacturer’s Association 
(ACEA) said it welcomed the 
adoption of the new rules. 
“These new noise limits are 
very ambitious, but the 
industry is committed to 
reaching them,” said ACEA 
secretary, Erik Jonnaert.
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Hauliers heed new levy
T

housands of foreign 
hauliers who operate in 
the UK have registered 
to pay the new HGV 
levy and are paying the 

charge, according to transport 
minister Robert Goodwill.

More than 92,000 levies have 
been purchased for trucks 
registered in 56 different 
countries since the HGV levy 
came into force on April 1, 2014, 
while nearly 78,000 vehicles 
have been registered.

Early figures show compliance 
is high, with around 215 vehicles 
fined for non-compliance.

“Before the levy was 
introduced, foreign hauliers 
could fill up their tanks abroad, 
make their deliveries and then 
return home without making 
any UK tax contribution, which 
was unfair on UK hauliers,” 
Goodwill said.

All HGVs at or above 12 
tonnes maximum weight must 
pay the charge, irrespective of 
their nationality – and the levy 
has largely been welcomed by 
the industry.

“The introduction of the road 
user levy is welcome news for 
UK operators,” said Karen Dee, 

director of policy at the Freight 
Transport Association. “As well 
as going some way to address 
the imbalance in costs which 
favours foreign operators, it 
reinforces the targeting of 
enforcement action against 
those non-UK registered HGVs 
that choose to flout UK laws.”

The levy is structured in a 
series of bands which reflect 
vehicle type, weight and number 
of axles. UK operators pay the 
levy at the same time as VED in 
one transaction, though VED is 
being reduced so more than 
90 per cent of UK vehicles will 

pay no more than did before the 
levy was introduced.

Foreign operators must pay 
the levy before using UK roads. 
Charges vary between £1.70 
and £10 per day or £85 to 
£1000 per year.

The levy is being enforced by 
DVSA at the roadside through a 
mixture of targeted stops and as 
an additional check undertaken 
as part of existing road-safety 
related stops, though police also 
have levy enforcement powers.

Drivers face a fine of £300 if 
they are caught using the roads 
without having paid the levy.

DAF Trucks is offering its 
customers a fully proven 
telematics solution at no 

additional cost as part of all new 
DAF Repair and Maintenance 
contracts. The system will be 
pre-installed on new trucks and 
has been specifically tailored for 
DAF by telematics firm Microlise.

DAF said the new system will 
be fully integrated within its 
MultiSupport Repair & 
Maintenance (R&M) packages to 
help pre-empt problems and 
provide preventative 
maintenance to maximise 
uptime and truck availability.

The new system will be fitted 
on all DAF trucks bought with 
R&M packages, which the 
Dutch manufacturer said 
accounts for 35 per cent of all 
new DAFs sold, and 100 per 
cent of all new DAF tractor units. 
Operators will get a weekly fleet 
summary report for their 
vehicles, and they will be able to 

upgrade to access live data for 
their fleet, including being able 
to track and trace vehicles and 
monitor driving style and fleet 
utilisation.

It will also be possible to 
specify the telematics system 
for DAF vehicles that are not 
maintained through a DAF 
MultiSupport contract. This can 
even include older vehicles and 
is available for other brands too 
– something DAF said many 
operators need to give them 
visibility across their fleet. 

“We decided to work with 
Microlise since its system is fully 
proven and already in use with 
some of our customers,” said 
DAF’s UK marketing manager, 
Phil Moon. “Microlise has been 
able to specifically tailor the 
system’s usability in a unique 
way for DAF customers, while 
retaining its capability to handle 
a vast range of additional 
logistics tools.”

Firms hit by cybercrime

DAF debuts ‘free’ 
telematics

More than a fifth of small 
and medium-sized 
transport firms in the UK 

have suffered an online security 
breach in the last 12 months, 
according to a recent survey.

Sixty per cent of SME 
transport business owners 
polled in the Close Brothers 
survey described themselves as 
being very concerned about the 
impact this type of crime could 
have on their business.

“Cyber crime, including data 
corruption, hacking and virus 
infections, can prove to be a 
major barrier to growth for small 
transport firms,” said John 
Fawcett, managing director of 
the transport division at Close 
Brothers Asset Finance. “In fact, 
the Department for Business, 

Innovation & Skills estimates this 
kind of attack costs the targeted 
company an average of £35,000 
to £65,000.

“Clearly, this money could be 
much better spent investing in 
people, processes and 
equipment for growth. There 
could also be a wider impact on 
the economy, as smaller firms 
may decide against embracing 
new technology and trading 
online due to fears about cyber 
security,” he added.

While 44 per cent of transport 
firms surveyed said protection 
against online crime was a high 
priority and that they have 
invested in this area, a quarter 
admitted that although they 
believe it to be an important 
issue, they haven’t looked into it.

Gov clarifies driver’s hours 
‘maintenance’ caveat

T rucks used in connection 
with sewerage, flood 
protection, water, gas 

and electricity maintenance 
services may be exempt from 
the EC driver’s hours rules, 
according to the Department 
for Transport (DfT) and DVSA.

The exemption is covered 
by EC Regulation 561/2006, 
but DVSA said there has been 
some confusion over how the 
rule’s maintenance caveat can 
be interpreted.

In an advice note issued in 
March, the DfT and DVSA 
attempted to define more 
precisely how far-reaching 
‘maintenance’ can be within 

the context of the regulation. 
It concluded that for vehicles 
to qualify, they must be 
directly involved in 
maintenance work, where 
part of an existing utility 
infrastructure is being 
repaired or replaced.

However, this would not 
cover vehicles used to install 
new infrastructure. For 
example, a vehicle involved 
in replacing an existing 
section of underground pipe 
would fall within the 
derogation; but a vehicle 
involved in installing a new 
underground piping system 
would not.

DAF is installing free 
Microlise telematics 
kit for R&M customers
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Power play
Volvo has commenced sales 
of its top-power 750 bhp 
Euro 6 FH16, with the first 
Euro 6 versions of its FH16 
due for delivery in early June. 
Volvo’s 16-litre Euro 6 
engines produce 750, 650 or 
550 bhp and offer higher 
torque at low revs, a more 
powerful engine brake and 
quieter operation than Euro 5 
versions. “The Volvo FH16 
with Euro 6 engine has the 
same high reliability, the 
same fuel consumption, the 
same power and peak 
torque as before,” said John 
Comer, product manager at 
Volvo Trucks – UK and 
Ireland. “But now the driver 
has access to maximum 
torque from just 900 or 950 
rpm depending on 
horsepower rating.” All the 
engines are equipped with 
I-Shift, although the 550 bhp 
version is available with a 
14-speed manual gearbox 
option. All engine versions 
can be specified with Volvo’s 
VEB+ engine brake.

Parts and parcel
Truck and trailer parts 
supplier FP&S has signed a 
nationwide agreement with 
UK driver recruitment 
agency Drivers Direct to 
assist with deliveries to 
customers. The national 
agreement covers all of 
FP&S’s 19 sites across 
England and Scotland, 
including Glasgow, Cumbria, 
Newcastle, Teesside, 
Leyland, Felixstowe, Milton 
Keynes, Barking, Ellesmere 
Port, Wolverhampton, 
Tamworth, Peterborough, 
Dereham, Avonmouth, 
Southampton and 
Cullompton. Drivers Direct 
supplies professional HGV 
drivers to assist companies 
with their transport and 
logistics needs and have 
recently become one of the 
first agencies in the country 
to be awarded a certificate 
as part of the new Driver 
Agency Accreditation 
Scheme, developed by the 
FTA (Trucking, April).

Foreign operators have 
had to pay to use UK 

roads from April 1

Senior traffic commissioner 
Beverley Bell has warned 
operators in specialist 

industries who use commercial 
vehicles they could lose their 
repute or fitness to hold a 
licence as a result of multiple 
convictions. 

At a recent public inquiry, Bell, 
who is also TC for the North 
West of England, said the case 
had “shone a spotlight” on the 
issues that arise when a 
business is regularly prosecuted 
by an enforcement agency.

She concluded it was no 
longer acceptable for operators 
to tell their local TCs they have 
been convicted and to “say 
nothing more”.

Guidance issued by the 
previous senior TC – that 
convictions of this nature would 
not lead to loss of repute – sent 
out the wrong message to the 
industry, she said.

The public inquiry, which dealt 
with the operator’s licence held 
by United Utilities Water Plc, 
was called to consider 
numerous prosecutions by the 
Environment Agency and 
Cumbria County Council 
between October 2009 and 
March 2013, with fines totalling 
over £600,000.

The company had notified the 
offences to the Office of the 
Traffic Commissioner in line with 
requirements, but on many 
occasions did not provide 
details of the circumstances.

In a written decision issued 
after the hearing, Bell noted the 

Bell tightens multiple 
conviction rules

convictions did not fall within the 
list of relevant convictions under 
Schedule 2, paragraph 5 of the 
Goods Vehicles (Licensing of 
Operators) Act 1995.

However, she added that 
Schedule 3, paragraph 1(2) 
requires a traffic commissioner, 
when considering repute, to 
have regard to all material 
evidence including, in particular, 
any other information in their 
possession as to the previous 
conduct of any of the operators, 
officers, servants or agents, or 
any of its directors, in whatever 
capacity – if that conduct 
appears to them to relate to the 
company’s fitness to hold a 
licence. Bell added it would now 
be “incumbent” on operators in 
these industries to not only 
notify the conviction itself, but to 
also provide a “full and detailed 
explanation” of the 
circumstances of the offence(s) 
and of the remedial action.

Senior TC, Beverley Bell
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B
asildon-based exact 
mix concrete 
specialist White Hare 
Aggregates Ltd has 
taken delivery of four 

Renault Trucks Range K460 
8x4 rigids – each equipped 
with Renault blue LED 
high-bar spots – which mark 
the first Euro 6 trucks to join 
the firm’s fleet.

Supplied by distributor 
Renault Trucks Essex, the 

White Hare leaps  
at Range K rigids

Range Ks are mounted with  
Bay Lynx Newman 12 
volumetric mixers with 
bodywork undertaken by  
White Hare Aggregates’ own 
in-house bodyshop.

The Range Ks replace older 
vehicles on the company’s 
12-strong fleet, with the Renault 

truck’s strength, ground 
clearance and design weight all 
claimed as key factors in the 
company’s vehicle selection.

The Range Ks went on the 
road in April and work mainly 
across south Essex and  
London, delivering concrete 
batching services to site for 

NEWS has grown fleet for new contract

Orchard’s Arocs are fleet replacements

construction firms, utilities 
and local authorities.

“The Renault Range K 
offers excellent strength and 
ground clearance, which are 
essential for working on site, 
together with its uprated 
springs and suspension,” said 
White Hare’s managing 
director, Lee Whitehair. “Its 
design weight means we can 
carry an extra cubic tonne, 
increasing our capacity from  
9 m3 up to 10 m3 – and it all 
adds up, especially with 
business going from strength 
to strength.”

The firm said the K’s 
high-capacity cement tank 
provides the flexibility to 
deliver larger volumes or to 
undertake multiple drops to 
smaller sites.

Norfolk 
hooks up for 
new contract

Norse Commercial 
Services subsidiary 
Norfolk Environmental 

Waste Services (NEWS) has 
taken delivery of six Boughton 
hook-loader equipped Volvo 
FM eight-wheelers to assist 
with the servicing of 19 
Household Waste Recycling 
Centres within Norfolk, under 
contract with Norfolk County 
Council. A further two 
Boughton close-coupled 
trailers have also been 
purchased to further improve 
the efficiency of the fleet 
within the new contract.

The Boughton hook-loader 
systems feature the 
company’s Kwikova 
automatic container sheeting 
system, rear combi-locks, rear 
axle stabilisers and VBG 
couplings. The Boughton 
tri-axle close-coupled trailers 
feature a retractable drawbar 
and hydraulic legs and locks.

The new Volvo FM chassis 
are rated for operation at 32 
tonnes gvw and 44 tonnes gtw.

Orchard picks Arocs
St Austell-based 

independent scrap 
processing merchant Henry 

Orchard & Sons has added a 
pair of 8x4 Arocs 3240s with 
394 bhp Euro 6 engines and 
Multilift hook-loading gear to its 
fleet. The vehicles follow three 
New Actros 2545 BigSpace 
tractor units, which entered 
service on January 1.

All are fitted with the optional 
Predictive Power Control 
system, which employs 3D GPS 
mapping to read 3 km of 
topography ahead then 
responds by controlling speed, 
braking and the transmission to 
maximise fuel efficiency.

The operator’s Arocs have 
replaced a pair of older 
eight-wheelers. They are now 

collecting scrap in 40 cubic yard 
bins from local authorities, 
factories, MoD establishments 
and demolition sites throughout 
Devon and Cornwall.

“The Arocs is clearly a strong, 
well-built truck, while its 
low-emission Euro 6 engine can 
only enhance our environmental 
credentials and help to reduce 
our carbon footprint,” said 
company MD, Henry Orchard.
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‘Stick it’ to tailgaters
The Highways Agency (HA) 
has commissioned the 
Transport Research 
Laboratory (TRL) to 
investigate the effectiveness 
of vehicle stickers on 
close-following behaviour. 
HA said it is hoping to raise 
awareness of the dangers of 
following too closely by 
enlisting the help of 
organisations who are willing 
to fix stickers to their 
vehicles. Due to their size 
(approximately 19 cm x 47 
cm), the decals are suitable 
only for either trucks or vans 
and will be provided free to 
companies wishing to take 
part. The relevant text is only 
readable to drivers who have 
left a gap of less than three 
seconds between their 
vehicle and the vehicle 
displaying the decal. 
Therefore, if a driver is 
driving at 50 mph, for 
example, and is able to read 
the ‘50’, it indicates they are 
driving too close. If they have 
left a safe following distance 
(defined as a three-second 
gap), they will not be able to 
read the ‘50’ when driving at 
50 mph – similarly for speeds 
of  ‘30’ and ‘70’. Operators 
who would like to receive 
free stickers, or would like 
further information, can 
contact Poppy Husband at 
phusband@trl.co.uk

Cosgrave’s new boots
Limerick-based container 
transport specialist 
Cosgrave Transport has 
adopted a Michelin tyre 
policy across its fleet of 27 
trucks and 75 trailers after 
Michelin steer axle tyres 
impressed its MD. Prior to 
switching to Michelins, the 
firm fitted a range of other 
tyre brands, but found steer 
tyre wear so aggressive that 
tyres had to be turned on the 
rim every six weeks. In some 
cases, steer tyres supplied 
as original equipment 
suffered major shoulder 
wear after just six weeks in 
service. The firm said that 
when the first 315/80R22.5 
Michelin XZE2+ test sets 
were fitted, tyre life rose 
significantly. Cosgrave 
turned the Michelin steer 
tyres on the rim just once 
during their first life in 
service, clocking up 220,000 
km before being regrooved.

Bullet’s dozen new 
DAF CF85s are 

rated at 460 bhp

Glasgow-based Bullet 
Express is adding 12 DAF 
CF85-460 44-tonne tractor 

units to its fleet due to further 
expansion of its logistics and 
haulage operations. 

The new DAFs are the first to 
enter the Bullet Express fleet 
and will be supplied on contract 
hire from Ryder, joining 40 trucks 
already supplied by Ryder.

“We’ve partnered with Ryder 
for a number of years and so 
took the opportunity to 
re-evaluate the marketplace and 
choose trucks that were the 
best possible fit for our 
business,” said David 

Bullet shoots for CF fleet
McCutcheon, managing 
director Bullet Express. “The 
DAF CF proved to be the 
perfect choice.”

Bullet Express was founded in 
1990 and runs nightly trunking 
operations to depots across 
Scotland, England and Ireland 
– which the company said have 
led to the its rapid growth during 
the past two decades. “We 
witnessed extremely high 
demand for our services right 
from the very beginning, and our 
fast growth rate was facilitated 
by the flexibility of the contract 
hire and rental deals provided by 
Ryder,” McCutcheon added.

Dundee-based 
independent food 
wholesaler and retailer 

CJ Lang & Son has put a new 
19-strong MAN fleet on the 
road to service its long-
established contract of 
supplying food and 
consumables to the SPAR 
convenience store chain.

A total of 16 new TGS 
26.360 6x2 drawbar units 
and three TGS 26.440 6x2 
tractor units are already in 
operation, joining the 
existing fleet and delivering 
around 1000 loads per week 
to over 300 SPAR stores 

throughout Scotland.
The new fleet is equipped 

with MAN Fleet Management 
packages, featuring the 
web-based MAN EcoStyle 
driver monitoring system.

“We didn’t simply replace 
MANs for MANs with no 
due process,” said 
distribution director, John 
Leitch. “We took time to 
look at all the leading 
manufacturers’ offerings; 
we compiled a detailed 
matrix comparison, and 
made our selection on a 
pragmatic basis as well as 
previous experience.”

SPAR fleet takes 
more MANs
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T
ruck drivers are being 
warned the merger of 
Vehicle & Operator 
Services Agency (VOSA) 
with the old Driving 

Standards Agency (DSA) to form 
the new Driver & Vehicle 
Standards Agency (DVSA) will 
not affect the need for drivers to 
obtain a Driver Qualification 
Card (DQC).

The warning, issued by 
training provider Novadata, 
urged LGV drivers who have not 
yet begun their Driver Certificate 
of Professional Competence 
(Driver CPC) training to waste no 
time in completing their required 

35 hours of periodic training.
“We noticed that last year, 

when PCV drivers were required 
to complete their Driver CPC, 
there was a sudden rush after 
the deadline because some 
drivers had hoped that in the 
end, the DQC simply wouldn’t 
happen,” said Novadata’s 
managing director, Su Winch. 
“This year, we fear some LGV 
drivers may have put off their 
training in the hope the new 
DVSA would rethink the DQC 
and they might not have to do 
the training.

“This isn’t the case – and in 
the meantime, it is getting 

DVSA merger won’t 
affect DCPC deadline

SQA is allowing drivers 
to ‘de-align’ ADR/PDP 

expiry dates

Survey shows drivers 
feel gov is failing to 
crack pothole blight

increasingly difficult to book a 
course in time to complete all 35 
hours required.”

Drivers with some acquired 
rights – those who gained a 
vocational licence before 
September 10, 2009 – only need 
to attend training. New 
professional drivers also have to 
complete Initial Driver CPC as 
part of their LGV driving test.

Places for Driver CPC courses 
are in increasingly high demand 
and some training providers 
have added additional weekend 
courses to help drivers who are 
finding it difficult to fit in training 
before the deadline.

PDP terms adjusted
The rules governing the 

Petroleum Driver Passport 
(PDP) are being adjusted to 

enable training and assessment 
to be moved away from drivers’ 
ADR qualification expiry dates.

Since it’s launch in January, 
the PDP scheme has now seen 
over 700 drivers take practical or 
written assessment, and almost 
200 PDP cards have so far been 
issued. During development, the 
industry said it wanted to 
incorporate existing best 
practice and ways of working 
into the rules of the scheme and 
to maximise collaboration with 
the ADR and Driver CPC 
schemes to avoid creating any 
unnecessary extra training and 
assessment burden.

As work has commenced to 
implement PDP, employers and 
training providers raised 

practical issues which arise as a 
result of the interaction between 
two scheme features: the 
alignment of PDP and ADR 
renewal dates, and the 
requirement to undertake PDP 
training no more than four 
months prior to their ADR/PDP 
renewal date.

The scheme manager, 
Scottish Qualifications Authority 
(SQA), has now stated it will 
allow drivers and employers to 
‘de-align’ the ADR and PDP 
expiry dates.

Upon receipt of the 
automatically generated PDP 
card from SQA, candidates or 
their employer can submit an 
application to have the PDP 
expiry date de-aligned from 
the ADR expiry date – upon 
payment of a £15 
‘de-alignment’ fee’.

The government is failing 
to convince drivers it has 
the pothole problem in 

control, with 67 per cent of 
motorists thinking it is doing a 
bad or a very bad job of 
maintaining the nation’s 
roads, according to research 
by road safety charity the 
Institute of Advanced 
Motorists (IAM).

The IAM said there is a 
clear lack of communication 
between the motoring public 
and local councils. A third of 
drivers (34 per cent) think their 
council is cutting spending on 
road maintenance, but 60 per 
cent of drivers don’t know if 
budgets are being cut – 
suggesting councils are 
performing poorly on 

informing people of their 
road-mending plans.

“Despite the government’s 
pothole review, there is a high 
level of dissatisfaction with 
the efforts of authorities to 
keep our roads safe and 
smooth to drive on,” said IAM 
chief executive, Simon Best.

“The government needs to 
convince people it has a real 
cure for the pothole 
pandemic. This can only be 
achieved through clear 
communication on new 
policies, more sharing of 
resources, sustained 
long-term funding and a 
continued commitment to 
eradicating the maintenance 
backlog of crumbling British 
roads,” he added.

Gov failing to patch 
pothole problem

“There is also some demand 
still from PCV drivers,” Winch 
said. “Although their deadline 
was last September, some 
coach drivers in particular 
delayed deciding whether to 
carry on driving this year, and so 
have delayed training until the 
start of this new season.

“Those who have made the 
decision to drive again this year 
are catching up now before the 
holiday season starts in 
earnest. That puts added 
pressure on places, so our 
advice is to book into your 
courses now, as your livelihood 
could be at risk if you don’t.”
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Swansea showstoppers
The 21st Swansea Festival of 
Transport takes place on 
Sunday, June 15 in Castle 
Square, St Marys car park 
and the streets of the city 
centre – and the free-to-
enter event is putting out a 
call for more entries. The 
event is open to all types of 
vehicle and traditionally 
attracts a range of entrants 
including classic, modern 
and working vehicles. For 
more details, head to www.
ntfwswansea.co.uk or email 
swanseatransport@aol.com

Language test
Driving tests will now only 
be allowed to be taken in 
English and Welsh in a bid 
to improve safety and clamp 
down on fraud, according 
to roads minister Stephen 
Hammond. Prior to the 
new rules, which came into 
force on April 7, theory tests 
have been available with 
voiceovers in 19 foreign 
languages, and candidates 
could use an interpreter on 
both the theory and 
practical driving tests. But 
the changes now in place 
were introduced after a 
consultation showed 
more than 70 per cent 
supported the withdrawal 
of foreign language 
voiceovers and interpreters.

D rivers are being urged to 
ensure they understand 
the rules governing the 

use of a stretch of the 
new-style M25 ‘Smart 
Motorway’, which opened on 
Monday, April 14.

Work has been ongoing 
on two sections of the 
motorway between Junctions 
23 and 25 in Hertfordshire, 
and between Junctions 5 
and 6/7 on the Kent/Surrey 
border as part of a Highways 
Agency Programme to 
improve journeys and boost 
the UK economy.

Drivers: Bone up on 
‘Smart Motorway’ rules!

Cam firm names its Driver of the Year
D river safety and 

compliance solutions 
provider Lytx Europe Ltd 

has announced Ian Peters of DS 
Smith as the winner of its 
International Driver of the Year 
Award. Peters was selected as a 
result of his ‘excellent’ driving 
behaviour, demonstrated while 
following Lytx’s DriveCam 
programme, which the firm said 
has helped him to become a 
safer driver.

DriveCam combines data 
analytics with video review to 
enable commercial drivers and 
fleet managers to identify the 
root causes of risky driving 
among their fleets. Lytx’s award 

recognises drivers who have 
shown they are able to 
consistently operate their vehicle 
in a safe and responsible 
manner, demonstrating the 
fewest number of risky driving 
incidents that would indicate a 
requirement for coaching. 

DS Smith driver Peters, who 
has been a professional driver 
for 16 years, said DriveCam 
helped him to become a safer 
driver. “I’m now much more 
proactive, rather than reactive, in 
my driving style,” Peters said. “I 
have been able to evolve and 
demonstrate my professionalism 
to my employer and colleagues, 
and feel safer as I do so.”

The new-style ‘Smart 
Motorway’ will span 20 miles 
of the M25, and sees the 
permanent conversion of the 
hard shoulder for traffic to be 
used as a normal running lane 
to increase capacity. 

However, concerns have 
been raised that motorists 
may not be aware of the how 
these changes will affect their 
driving. The Agency has 
produced a ‘Smart Motorway’ 
information leaflet, and drivers 
are being urged to bone up on 
the rules to ensure they know 
how to use the new roads.

Ian Peters rates the DriveCam programme

Wincanton drivers training for charity trek

Wincanton drivers 
bike it for charity
A team of truck drivers for 

Wincanton PLC servicing a 
Sainsbury’s contract based 

in Sherburn in Elmet, near 
Leeds, are undertaking a cycle 
marathon from Paris to 
Sherburn with a goal or raising 
£20,000 for Cyclists Fighting 
Cancer & Sport Relief.

The team is due to kick off its 
trek on Sunday, June 1, and the 
event will see the intrepid riders 
cover more than 600 miles in 
eight days – which driver trainer 
Darryl Jones said ties in well 
with the Tour de France Grande 
Depart, which is staged from 
Leeds in July.

“Our media is already set up 
and we hope to have live GPS 
tracking links along with regular 
updates and photos posted 
daily on our website at 

www.Paristosherburn.co.uk,” 
Jones said.

Cyclists Fighting Cancer 
provide bikes, trikes and 
adapted hand karts to children 
with cancer, and those entering 
post-cancer recovery.

Those wishing to help the 
drivers reach their target can 
donate online at http://uk.
virginmoneygiving.com/team/
ParisSherburn
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T
he Turkish Electricity 
Transmission 
Corporation (TEIAS) has 
taken delivery of four 
new Volvo FH tractor 

units fitted with Allison 
automatic transmissions for 
heavy equipment transport.

In 1985, TEIAS purchased 
eight heavy-duty Kaelble 
vehicles equipped with Allison 
CLBT 6061 fully automatic 
transmissions, all of which are 
still operating using the original 
driveline parts. The vehicles have 
been transporting 50- to 190-ton 
transformers and reactors from 
across the country to 

maintenance and repair centres 
in Ankara, as well as between 
different generating stations.

The company said its 
Allison-equipped trucks have 
hauled heavy loads over 
approximately 150,000 km 
annually – a total of nearly 4.5 
million km in total – without fail, 
which TEIAS said is the primary 
reason it has specified auto 
’boxes for its latest vehicles.

Its new Volvo FHs are 
equipped with an Allison 4700 
fully automatic transmission with 
retarder, which is designed to 
cope with operation in the 
harshest conditions.

Autos excel 
for Turkish 
power firm

TEIAS has taken its 
new Volvo FHs with 
Allison auto ’boxes

TGS WW off-road 
trucks are spec’d 

for desert use

Redhead reckons Southern 
businesses are stepping 

up Euro shipments

B ritish independent logistics 
company Redhead 
International has said it is 

experiencing a boom in demand 
from companies in the South 
West looking to export to France 
and Germany.

According to Redhead, the 
demand for services offered by 
the company’s new Bristol 
depot has been particularly 
strong from businesses looking 
to transport between one and 
four pallets internationally.

Germany in particular remains 
one of the most successful 
international markets for many 
UK companies, with economists 
predicting two per cent growth 
in 2014. Like the UK, Germany’s 

economy has remained an EU 
strong point.

Redhead’s services include 
RedNet, a pallet service for 
companies whose shipping 
needs may not be big in volume 
or regular in frequency, and 
RedDirect, a groupage service 
offering transit across Europe 
for consignments of any size, 
shape or type.

“The South West has been an 
important part of the company’s 
plans since we opened the 
office in Bristol in 2012,” said 
Redhead’s managing director, 
Tony Suggitt. “To see demand 
for our German and French 
services growing, despite the 
recession, is really positive.”

South West sees 
growing Euro exports

“Vehicle efficiency and 
durability are critical to our 
operation,” said Tuncer Tokaç, 
special loads and mobile 
transportation and operations 
manager at TEIAS. “A black-out 
is not an option, and Allison 
meets our requirements and 
helps keep our vehicles 
operational. Sometimes we have 
to operate over rough terrain 
and on very steep inclines, and 
a fully automatic transmission 
with torque converter and 
retarder provides significant 
advantages in both launch and 
braking. As it also delivers ease 
of operation and increased 

comfort when in difficult 
conditions, our drivers prefer 
Allison-equipped vehicles to 
those with other transmissions. 
In addition, long maintenance 
intervals ensure reduced 
operational costs and extended 
vehicle life and uptime.”

TEIAS is responsible for 
meeting Turkey’s electrical 
energy needs and meeting with 
its government’s energy policies. 
This includes infrastructure 
maintenance and expansion of 
an electrical grid with more than 
50,000 km of interconnected line 
and a nearly 110,000 MW 
capacity.

Turkmen MANs up 
for extreme heat
Turkmen Oil and Gas 

Construction has placed 
an order for 61 TGS WW 

off-road vehicles, marking its 
first commitment to MAN 
Trucks. The heavy-duty 
tippers are to be used in road 
construction work being 
completed to allow access to 
oil and gas reserves in the 
west of Turkmenistan.

The TGS WW trucks are 
equipped for deployment in 
conditions of extreme heat, as 
summer temperatures in 
Turkmenistan can reach up to 
60 degrees C.

The 61 tipper trucks all 

have a power rating of 360 
bhp and a gross permissible 
weight of 33 tonnes. With two 
driven rear axles, these 6x6 
all-wheel drive vehicles are 
especially suitable for use as 
heavy-duty tractors.

MAN will be delivering 
these off-roaders from May 
onwards, and a local importer 
is assuming responsibility for 
maintaining the vehicle fleet in 
Turkmenistan.

According to the operator, 
the quick repairs and supply 
of parts in such an isolated 
region played a major role in 
the choice of the TGS WW.
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Tunnel vision
Eurotunnel is celebrating the 
passage of its 20 millionth 
truck since services began 
on July 25, 1994. The 
milestone was reached on 
March 25, 2014 as a 
commercial vehicle 
belonging to Emons Cargo 
BV – part of the Dutch 
Emons Group – made its 
journey through the rolling 
motorway on board a Freight 
Shuttle travelling from 
Coquelles, France to 
Folkestone. In 2013, the 15 
Eurotunnel Freight Shuttles 
which operate 24/7, 365 days 
a year, carried almost 1.5 
million trucks. The Freight 
Shuttle service is used by 
more than 3000 major 
customers from every corner 
of Europe (including the 
Netherlands, Poland, 
Bulgaria and Slovakia), and 
makes 63,000 departures 
each year. Jo Willacy, 
Eurotunnel commercial 
director, said: “We are 
pleased the 20 millionth 
truck to cross the Channel 
through the Tunnel is part of 
one of our earliest 
customer’s fleets. It is 
recognition of the 
professionalism of our 
employees and the quality of 
the service we provide.”

Further education
Volvo Group has opened its 
own university in Arendal, 
Gothenburg which the 
manufacturer said will be the 
centre of further education 
and competency activities 
for the Group’s 110,000 
employees throughout its 
global operation. Every year, 
Volvo allocates half a million 
training days to employees 
and retail organisations 
worldwide. “It is important 
the training courses we offer 
support our strategy ahead 
and the transformation of 
the Group,” said Kristina 
Rejare, head of the Volvo 
Group University. “We will 
ensure training builds the 
expertise that will help us 
achieve our long-term target 
to become the leader in 
sustainable transport.”

HOLIDAYS
Restrictions on truck movements may be applicable in the following countries on 
the dates listed, in addition to any weekend bans on truck movements:
Albania June 1
Azerbaijan June 15/26
Bosnia/ June 28
Herzegovina 
Croatia June 22/25
Denmark June 5/7/11/15/23
Estonia June 23/24
Hungary June 4/19
Italy June 2

Latvia June 23/24
Lithuania June 23
Moldova June 1
Portugal June 10/13/24
Slovenia June 8/25
Spain June 9/24/25
Sweden June 6
Switzerland June 29
Ukraine June 28

DIESEL PRICES
The Automobile Association’s monthly price guide to diesel prices around Europe

Yeardley MD was 
impressed with SC trial

  Pence/ Euro/
Country  litre litre
Austria 110.7 01.35
Belgium 119.4 01.45
Czech Rep 108.9 01.32
Denmark 117.0 01.42
Estonia 108.1 01.31
Finland 125.6 01.53
France 117.1 01.42
Germany 114.0 01.39
Greece 116.5 01.42
Holland 123.2 01.50
Hungary 114.1 01.39
Ireland 121.5 01.48
Italy 139.8 01.70

  Pence/ Euro/
Country  litre litre
Latvia 106.5 01.30
Lithuania 106.6 01.30
Luxembourg 98.22 01.19
Norway 140.4 01.71
Poland 105.9 01.29
Portugal 112.4 01.37
Slovakia 113.2 01.38
Slovenia 110.3 01.34
Spain 110.7 01.35
Sweden 138.6 01.69
Switzerland 123.5 01.50
UK 136.6 01.66

Trailer trio for Yeardley
E ighteen months after 

trialling its first Schmitz 
Cargobull trailer, West 

Yorkshire-based Brian 
Yeardley Continental has 
taken delivery of an additional 
three trailers from the German 
manufacturer which will be 
put to work on international 
groupage between the UK 
and mainland Europe.

Managing director Kevin 
Hopper previously operated a 
trailer fleet sourced from a 
single supplier, but after 
trialling the Schmitz Cargobull 
product, he’s found them a 
good fit for the business.

“There are obvious benefits 

to dual-sourcing and in 
Schmitz Cargobull we’ve 
found a range of trailers which 
suit our business down to the 
ground,” Hopper said.

The most recent deliveries 
include two S.CS MEGA 
curtainsiders with VARIOS 
Top Technology and an S.KO 
MEGA dry freight box body 
trailer. The trailers are each 
used for international 
groupage work transporting 
chemicals on pallets and in 
IBCs from the UK to mainland 
Europe, with backloads of 
high-value goods. They also 
support the firm’s growing 
events division.
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THE GREAT 
AND THE GOOD
We take a look at three individuals who fought to 
address the balance of power for the common man 
By Steev Hayes
PHOTOGRAPHY JULIAN DACE
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W
ith the death of Nelson 
Mandela last year, and 
more recent passing of 
union leader Bob Crow 
and prominent labour 

party ‘leftie’ Tony Benn, we have lost 
three remarkable people in recent times.

Mandela forfeited almost 30 years of 
his life fighting for what he believed in, 
battling against the abhorrent apartheid 
regime – a despicable practice which 
lasted centuries. Check his profile on 
Wikipedia and there are over 40 pages 
devoted to his life, and death. They show 
just what an extraordinary man he was. 

Initially incarcerated in a jail on Robben 
Island, in a damp concrete 8 ft x 7 ft cell 
with straw for a bed, Mandela suffered 
physical and mental abuse from his 
white prison guards. He and the other 
prisoners spent their time smashing rocks, 
until being reassigned to a lime quarry 
where, forbidden to wear sunglasses, his 
sight was permanently damaged.

Following his mother’s death, he was 

denied leave to attend her funeral, as well 
as that of his son, Thembi, who was killed 
in a car accident. He was allowed one visit 
and one letter (heavily censored) every 
six months, and saw little of his wife, 
Winnie, as she also spent time in jail for 
her political activities – both considered 
terrorists, some still look upon Nelson 
Mandela as one.

His life was a constant struggle, yet 
against all odds, he remained focused on 
defeating apartheid, studying for a degree 
and, upon his release as an old and frail 
man, still found strength to forgive.

Bob Crow had a simple philosophy in 
his job as a trade unionist – to ensure his 
members had job security, decent pay 

and conditions, and good pensions.
He was not concerned about his lack 
of popularity with employers and 
ministers, instead concerning himself 
with defending his union’s members.

He came to the job indirectly, first 
joining the union on the advice of his 
father. The first meeting he went to was 
poorly attended and, after seeing how 
ineffective the organisation was, once he 
became branch secretary, he changed the 
branch meeting time from a Friday night 
to early afternoon midweek and laid on a 
buffet for members. Soon, huge crowds 
were coming along.

Initially in awe of some of his political 
heroes such as Peter Shore and Denis 
Healey, after meeting them face-to-face, 
Crow realised they were just ordinary 
people with similar aspirations to his 
own. Highly critical of Tony Blair, Crow 
claimed he used his landslide victory in 
the 1997 general election to make the 
rich richer, thus accelerating the growing 
divide between rich and poor.

Tony Benn spent 47 years as a labour 
MP, gained an hereditary peerage after 
his father’s death and, because he wished 
to remain an MP, fought and successfully 
won a campaign to renounce the title.

His politics were considered radical 
by some: he was instrumental in getting 
better pay and conditions for workers in 
nationalised industries, and instigated 
worker co-operatives to help save and 
bolster ailing industries. This all gave 
employees some control over their own 
destinies, and the power to shape the 
businesses they were involved in.

Benn was outspoken on the subject 
of the EU – or European Economic 
Community, EEC or Common Market at 

that time – claiming it to be bureaucratic, 
centralised and controlled by Germany. 
Also on his agenda was the ability of the 
civil service to ‘frustrate policies and 
decisions’ of elected governments. That 
leaders could, in effect, run their political 
parties for their own ends, and bankers 
and industrialists could use ‘economic 
pressure and blackmail’ to defeat 
government policy to get their own way. 
Critical of the press too, Benn claimed it 
used its power to present the point of 
view of the economically privileged.

On the subject of military conflict, he 
spoke against the West’s wars with Iraq 
and Afghanistan, saying those countries 
were invaded, and questioning whether 
the so-called ‘terrorists’ in those 
countries were, in fact, freedom fighters 
battling to save their homelands from 
foreign invaders. Whether you agree with 
his political opinions or not, he made his 
views clear.

But one thing all three men had in 
common was a dislike of injustice – a 
trait sadly lacking in modern life, current 
world leaders, politicians, and many 
others in positions of power. Mandela 
wanted equality for all, Crow fought 
hard for better working standards for 
the people paying his salary, while 
Benn believed, as an MP coming from 
a privileged background, he was well 
placed to fight for the rights of the 
working man.

All three were attacked from all sides 
for their beliefs in the right to freedom, 
fair treatment and justice for the 
common man, but all three had the 
strength to stand fast and fight their 
individual battles.

I don’t have any personal affiliations 
with any of the political parties, but I do 
admire people who stand up for others 
and, with the passing of Mandela, Crow 
and Benn, we have lost three great men 
who did not think twice before fighting 
for the rights of the common man. �

One thing all three men had in common was a dislike 
of injustice – a trait sadly lacking in current world 

leaders, politicians, and others in positions of power.
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NEW 
GEAR

New gadgets and widgets to make 
life on the road a bit easier

By Andy Stewart
PHOTOGRAPHY VARIOUS

 101 CRANE 
MISSIONS LITE
Developer: Philipp Imhof
Availability: Apple App Store
Price: Free
Our favourite app this month is a 
crane simulator which tasks players 
with moving building blocks from one 
section of a level to the other, using precise onscreen 
controls. You’ll need a steady hand, as the realistic 
physics and canny level design conspire to thwart your 
best attempts at a high score. Simple, yet addictive.

 PORTABLE 
WASHING MACHINE
Manufacturer: Scrubba
Web: www.firebox.com
Price: £39.99
Away from home and need 
to wash your smalls? Say 
goodbye to dirty sinks or 
expensive laundromats with 
Scrubba. This ingenious new 
bag acts like a pocket-sized 
portable washing machine, 
which the manufacturer claims 
achieves a machine-quality result 
in just a few minutes. Unfold it, fill 
full of dirty clothes, add water and 
detergent, seal up and give the 
rubberised bag a good massage – its 
built-in washboard and plastic scrubbing 
blobs will do the rest. Best of all, it collapses 
right down again for easy storage.

 BACK2YOU GPS
Manufacturer: Back2you
Web: www.back2you.com
Price: £10 for rental/
£200 to purchase
Back2you.com has launched 
a new live fleet tracking 
package for UK operators. 
Costing £10 per month to 
rent (no contract) or £200 to 
purchase, the firm offers a free 
no-obligation trial for a unit in 
one of your own vehicles. The 
BTY550 fleet tracker offers full 
live tracking, vehicle movement 
history and statistics. The units 
can be fitted in just a few minutes. The firm also offers a true 
plug & play tracker which will plug into the OBD port of any 
vehicle and track live without any set up – ideal for rental fleets.

 EDDIE STOBART SKELETAL 
CONTAINER OUTFIT
Manufacturer: Corgi
Web: www.corgi.co.uk
Price: £9.99
Corgi has released a new range of Eddie Stobart diecast/ 
plastic models pitched at the younger collector. Part of 
the manufacturer’s Super Haulers series, this model 
(TY86650) comes in 1:64 scale featuring Stobart livery, 
a detachable tri-axle skeletal trailer, and plastic Stobart 
Rail container. Total length measures 239 mm.

 FEMALE ‘STAND UP 
TO PEE’ DEVICE
Manufacturer: pStyle
Web: www.amazon.co.uk
Price: £8.99
If you’re a lady trucker who’s fed 
up with the lack of decent toilet 
facilities in the UK, pStyle can help 
you answer the call of nature 
without having to risk baring all in 
a lay-by. Formed from rigid plastic, 
its design enables ladies to pee 
while standing up – even through 
the trouser zip (softer silicone 
devices are available, but can be 
harder to use). It’s easy to wash 
and fully reusable, and also 
eliminates the need for loo roll.

APP OF THE 
MONTH



Volvo Trucks. Driving Progress

The Volvo Range  
 is on tour...

Search: VolvoTrucksUK

www.volvotrucks.co.uk

Volvo Trucks are on tour and coming to a dealer near you. Don’t miss your opportunity to get 
behind the wheel and drive the complete new Volvo Euro 6 range.

Call 0116 2327421 to register now.

53130

The Volvo Range is on tour…
 April

• Stuarts Truck and Bus 15th – Redruth Depot
  16th – Plymouth Depot
  17th – Exeter Depot

 May

• Volvo Truck and Bus Centre 12th – Bardon Depot
 East Anglia 13th – Wellingborough Depot
  14th – Norwich Depot
  15th – Ipswich Depot
  16th – Ely Depot

• Volvo Truck and Bus Centre 20th – Inverness Depot
 North & Scotland 21st – Aberdeen Depot
  22nd – Perth Depot

 October

• McCarthy Commercials 7th – Clare Depot
  8th – Cork Depot
  9th – Kilkenny Depot

• Hartshorne Motor Services Ltd. 21st – Walsall Depot

• Crossroads Truck and Bus Ltd. 22nd – Birstall Depot

 November

• Volvo Truck and Bus Centre  4th – Hayes Depot
 London 5th – Croydon Depot
  6th – Enfield Depot
  7th – Milton Keynes Depot

    N
ow FEA
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The NEW FH16 7
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Pulp Fiction
Link: http://tinyurl.com/qfkbh36
Our roving reporter snapped In Transit’s 
Euro 6 Merc Actros GigaSpace flagship 
with Pulp Fiction airbrushing near Trowell 
Services on the M1. “This is one hell of a 
truck, love it!” said Steve Thomson when 
we posted it on facebook. However, 
Mike Oxlong had his reservations: 
“I’ve heard these are better to look at 
than drive.” But the truck’s driver, Mick 
Karmabostock, was quick to put him 
right: “Mike, I’ve driven my old one for 

BEST OF THE FORUM
Stories, snippets and curiosities from around the interweb
By Andy Stewart
PHOTOGRAPHY DAVID HUMPHRIES / VARIOUS

HOT TWEETS

Record breaker!
This month, we’ve been following 
tour director, truck driver and Trucking 
contributor Barnaby Davies on his 
mad dash across Europe in a bid to 
raise awareness of human trafficking 
– and break a Guinness World Record 
at the same time (#24hours7cities)! 
Barnaby set out to visit seven 
European capital cities in just 24 hours. 
To satisfy Guinness officials, he had 
to stop in each of the cities in person, 
not just a nearby airport, making 
things considerably more difficult.

Follow us online!
Find us on facebook (www.facebook.com/truckingmag)
Follow us on twitter (@truckingmag)www.truckingmag.co.uk

Test talk
Link: http://tinyurl.com/p2neylc
Our facebook regulars were intrigued to 
read the DSA has altered truck driving 
test rules so candidates no longer have to 
use a vehicle with eight forward gears 
during the test, and candidates taking 
tests with an automatic clutch can now 

Going East!
Link: http://tinyurl.com/pu2mrg8
Virtual trucking has been entertaining 
the office this month, as we’ve taken to 
the digital roads of Euro Truck Simulator 
2 in an effort to beat our best attempts 
at delivering fertilizer from Strasbourg to 
Bern (our best time: four hours and 17 
minutes). For those wishing to expand 
their horizons, a new Going East! add-on 
pack is available offering 13 new cities. 
Check out the trailer to see what’s new.

two years and loved it. I now drive this one 
with the 510, and it gets better and better.”

After nail-biting delays, the total time 
was 23 hours, 30 mins! Visit www.
crowdrise.com/breakingaworldrecord/ 
fundraiser/ecpatusa if you would like 
to make a donation to Barnaby’s cause.

also gain a manual entitlement. “Should 
have to take test with an Eaton twin split,” 
said Alan Blizard. “That’s a joke,” said 
Phill Clark. “I know most wagons are auto 
now, but give them a range-change with a 
split, or as Alan says, a twin split, and 
they wouldn’t stand a chance.” Ian 
Crundwell took a similar view: “I agree 
with Alan and Phill – if you can pass 
your test with an Eaton twin split, then 
you will easily manage any other type of 
gearbox.”

But Jamie Douglas countered: “Get 
with the times lads, I think it’s fair enough. 
They can drive with a manual gearbox, 
but most trucks nowadays are automatics. 
I’m lost getting into an automatic truck, 
so what’s the difference?”

FACEBOOK FINDS



Driver CPC Training from Mercedes-Benz -
real training, not box ticking.

Working together, we can help
build a better industry for all.
At Mercedes-Benz we like to do things properly and we think you do too. So 
when it comes to driver training, we always aim to go that bit further and 
deliver a product that is ahead of the rest. That’s why our training is more about 
improving every aspect of driver and industry professionalism, and not just 
about reaching a legislation standard. 

We’ve put a lot of thought and effort into our courses too, and not only are they 
fully interactive and interesting, we’ve made them enjoyable too. Come see. 
Come train with us. We’re professionals and we think you are too.

For more information call 0800 090 090, or visit 
www.mercedes-benzdrivertraining.co.uk.

Got a question about Driver CPC?

Ask our trainers on Facebook at:

www.facebook.com/MercedesBenzDriverTraining
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LICENCE TO CHILL
In the wilds of the West Country, Peter Green Chilled Distribution  
is forging a path through the UK’s economic recovery
By Kieron Fennelly
PHOTOGRAPHY VOLVO / KIERON FENNELLY

S
omerset haulier Peter Green 
has a history which began 
between the wars. Back then, 
the firm’s staple was 
agricultural production. 

Based, since its early days, beside the 
railway at Evercreech, south of  
Shepton Mallet, the company’s 
substantial site now occupies much  
of the former goods yard of the railway  
it once served.

But times changed – freight largely 
moved from rail to road, and horse and 

cart deliveries to goods yards became an 
international logistics business.

Steady growth 
Peter Green haulage evolved too – a 
company with about 25 trucks by 1995, 
Peter Green could see the future would 
require expansion. He decided that, 
without a commercial partner and 
recapitalisation, the business originated 
by his grandfather would be left behind.

The following year, Peter Green Haulage 
became part of Mann Group Ltd, a 

Harwich-based shipping line. As former 
owner, Peter stayed to oversee transition 
before retiring. The company was given  
a rebrand as Peter Green Chilled 
Distribution, reflecting the direction in 
which it was increasingly becoming a 
specialist. The acquisition in 2009 of 
nearby Stott’s Transport would make 
PGC the West Country’s largest haulier 
by some margin.

Today’s PGC numbers about 150 
employees and 75 vehicles. Substantial 
warehousing at Evercreech houses frozen 
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out of them – a bit different from how 
we drive trucks today!” 

In the last decade, Peter Green became 
a Scania operator. “I always rated the 
Scania,” says Colin, who took his HGV 
licence in 1981 and drove until he became 
transport manager at Evercreech in 1994, 
including a period as an owner-driver. 
“But we’ve moved away from them in the 
last few years because they seemed to 
lose their way with mpg.” 

A haulage manager’s main priority is 
fuel consumption: PGC has used third-
party rather than manufacturer telematics 
since 2007. “Mpg can make or break you,” 
Colin asserts. “I do real-time monitoring 
of fuel use, so we make decisions on the 
basis of our own figures. Half a mile per 
gallon equates to saving £3000 pa.” 

In 2010, the company acquired its first 
Volvos for 20 years, and better mpg with 
these prompted a further purchase of 15 
FH12s in October 2013. PGC took on a 

PGC gave up supermarket deliveries 
some years ago: Culina Distribution’s 
increasing interest in this area made it 
unprofitable for PGC.

Additionally, supermarkets usually 
require overnight and fragmented drops 
– perhaps only one pallet for some. This 
conflicted with the company’s increasingly 
important groupage schedule, so PGC 
subcontracted the supermarket sector 
largely to Samworth Brothers. 

Fuel count
The PGC fleet comprises 63 tractors, 
seven rigids, and a couple of Mercedes 
Sprinters inherited from Stott’s. Over the 
years, Colin Davis has seen a wide variety 
of makes. PGC’s Commers had gone before 
he arrived, but he remembers Seddons, 
Leyland Reivers and Magirus Deutz. 
“They were interesting trucks. They had 
air-cooled diesels and you had to take 
them to maximum revs to get the best ➤

PCG reckons Volvo’s new FH 
offers particularly good fuel 

economy for its operation
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Mpg can make or break you. Half a mile per 
gallon equates to saving £3000 pa. Colin Davis 

and chilled goods – the bulk of its 
business – as well as ambient products. 
Transport and fleet manager, Colin Davis, 
who can look back at how the firm has 
grown over the last 30 years, describes 
how the business has had to adapt 
during the recession.

“By any standards this has been a 
difficult time. Rates are under such 
pressure, and customer loyalty has often 
been replaced by price considerations. 
So, we have lost a few customers, but 
we’ve been able to make it up elsewhere.” 

The former railway sidings 
were vast and PGC occupies 
only part of the old site
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Volvos, for example, are on a three-
year maintenance contract. One further 
advantage is that with costs of service 
and depreciation already known, 
pricing up jobs can be done with far 
greater accuracy.

Looking up
Peter Green still has its workshops 
on site. These look after the trailers – 
Schmitz or Chereau tri-axle refrigerated 
units – and also the tractors which the 
company has bought on a four-year 
lease, but with maintenance covered for 
only the first two. 

Arrival of the second batch of Euro 5 
FHs, following a similar quantity of 
Mercedes, means the company is unlikely 
to be in the truck market before early 
2015. As it stands, PGC trucks average 
70,000 miles pa, and the company 
depreciates them over five years. The 
trailers are expected to be good for eight 
to 10.

“We are certainly not in any hurry to go 
to Euro 6,” says Colin. “What I am 
hearing, though, is that Euro 6 isn’t 
proving any worse at all on fuel. In a 
year we’ll see what maintenance issues 
arise. We will go for whatever gives the 
best mpg. We have DAF and Renault 
demonstrators coming in shortly.”

Peter Green still has three owner-
drivers, and the other 70 are employees. 
Colin Davis says the company pays 
above average locally, and he would like 
to be able to increase wages – though 
much depends on the developments in 
2014. Retention is good, and normally 
drivers keep the same truck to promote a 
feeling of ‘ownership’. There has also 
been no reluctance regarding the DCPC, 
run by the firm’s in-house trainer. 

With its ability to adapt, Peter Green 
Chilled Distribution comes across as a 
concern well placed to profit from the 
upturn the economy may finally be 
offering businesses. ■

When it comes to Euro 6, we will go for whatever 
gives the best mpg. Colin Davis

number of Mercedes Actros in between, 
and these are currently the best mpg 
performers. “Our fleet average is 8.3 mpg 
at 44 tonnes, which isn’t especially 
good,” Colin acknowledges, “but bear in 
mind we have to drive an hour before we 
can get to a proper road down here.”

Until around 2007, the company owned 
all its trucks. However, to expand routes, 
it has moved towards leasing some 
vehicles. Freeing up capital enabled it to 
almost double the size of its fleet. The 

One of PGC’s new FH13s 
flanked by visiting Scania 

and 4x2 DAF XF

Scanias have been superseded by Volvo and Merc at PGC

Colin Davis says about 20 per cent of 
the company’s trucks run groupage 
services to the Continent – mainly 
Benelux, but they go further, to Spain 
and Germany. “It’s about looking for 
different opportunities and our 
warehousing has reworking facilities, 
so we palletise, repackage and relabel 
goods. Here at Evercreech, we do 
consolidation for distributors, so you’ll 
see Spanish trucks coming in from 
Portsmouth, plus Germans and others 
from East Coast ports. These guys are 
usually running back from the ports 
empty, as £250 for a UK-export load 
isn’t worth their time. They can pick 
up a more profitable backload in 
Belgium for onward shipment.”

Shop open Mon/Fri 8.00 to 17.00 Sat 10.00 to 16.00

MEET US AT TRUCKFEST 
Peterborough 4th & 5th May
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Get a grip on 
your costs.
Instant Fitted-Price 
quotes now  
available online.

With a Volvo Fitted-Price, what we quote you online  
is the price you pay, at any Volvo Trucks Dealer, with  
no hidden extras – that’s a great deal, plus a great  
deal more, right at your fingertips!

Get a grip on your costs, and visit  
www.volvotrucks.co.uk/fitted-price-online  
or use your smartphone to scan the QR code below.

Search: VolvoTrucksUK

www.volvotrucks.co.uk
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which shares only the same cab shell 
and chassis as the outgoing model. It 
ranges from 7.5 tonnes to 16 tonnes in 
weight range and offers both four- and 
six-cylinder engines. In the UK, the 
smaller models will be the volume 
sellers. European operators are often 
seen running the likes of a 16-tonne 
Atego in wagon-and-drag format; you 
see quite a few on those shores, but it’s 
not a set-up which has ever found favour 
in great numbers in the UK.

Foreign climbs 
We visited Frankfurt to drive the new 
Atego and took the opportunity to drive 
a fleet-spec day-cab 818 – the sort of 
thing UK fleets will buy in large 
numbers – and also a top-of-the-range 
1630, with high-roof sleeper cab and all 
the toys. Both test trucks came with the 
new Powershift 3 automated 
transmission, offered as standard in 
Germany – but not in the UK. 

Previous experience of the Atego is 
mixed. We spent a lot of time driving a 
2006 815 7.5-tonne box van Atego on 
furniture delivery and there was a lot to 
like about it; the engine was powerful, 
the six-speed manual ’box was good to 
shift, and overall cabin layout was sound 
as well, with logical storage areas. 
However, the non-air-equipped driver 
seat was hard and uncomfortable on 
long journeys, while overall refinement 
in terms of noise suppression and 
comfort wasn’t the best.

We also spent a week with a 2005 Atego 
flatbed on LPG gas bottle delivery – the 
experience was similar, but ride quality 
was extremely hard and clutch action 
heavy. This was undoubtedly a tough 
little vehicle on a hard job, but it was 
coarse and tiresome by the end of the 
day. With this in mind, we wondered just 
how much the new trucks had been 
re-engineered.

T
he Mercedes-Benz Atego has 
been a big success for the 
company since it launched 
in 1997. During that time, it 
has evolved into a tough, 

reliable small truck which forms the 
backbone of many distribution fleets. 
2014 heralds the arrival of a new range, 
complimenting the firm’s new Actros, 
Arocs and Antos models. This 
comprehensive line-up is able to tackle 
any job you can think of when it comes 
to transport, on- or off-road. While it’s 
easy to get excited about the big, 
Continent-crossing Actros or mud-
plugging Arocs, we should not forget 
about the little Atego.

The roles these small trucks perform 
are equally important in the logistics 
supply chain as those of their larger 
brothers. In today’s world, pretty much 
everything we consume, use or own 
spends time in a truck at some point, 
with the final part of the journey often 
made in 7.5-tonne vehicles like the Atego.

With grandfather rights to drive a 
class C1 7.5-tonne truck dating back 17 
years to 1997, and Driver CPC imminent, 
the widespread appeal of such vehicles 
has dropped in the UK in recent years. 
Remember, these trucks could also use 
the outside lane of the motorway and 
were not governed by speed limiters!

The C1 class still has an important 
role to play in light haulage, but as it is 
just as much effort to gain or train a 
driver to a Class C licence (old Class 2), 
many hauliers choose slightly larger 
vehicles in the 10- to 12-tonne bracket 
which share the same chassis as a 
7.5-tonner, but with much improved 
payload. In many cases, the only way to 
tell the difference is by checking the 
number of wheel studs or badges on  
the doors.

Mercedes has high hopes for its 
comprehensively redesigned Atego, 

FRESH 
THINKING
Small distribution trucks are the unsung heroes  
of haulage, and the new Atego promises many 
improvements. We put it to the test on its home turf
By Dougie Rankine
PHOTOGRAPHY DOUGIE RANKINE / MERCEDES-BENZ
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On the road, the Atego is superb 
to drive – although the day cab 

is a bit on the noisy side
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the job, with drivers heavily involved in 
loading and unloading duties – so it’s vital 
the truck makes life as easy as possible. 

Great mover
The truck was fully freighted and 
performance from the new engine was 
impressive, showing strength when 
pulling up hills. The Powershift auto made 
a fine job of selecting the correct gear, and 
when climbing a hill, it was a simple 
matter of preemptively knocking the 
lever down once to select a lower gear 
in preparation.

Manual transmission is standard in 
the UK, but gone is the clunky lever of 
old, replaced instead with a cable-

Visibility is excellent, steering is accurate, and 
driving soon becomes second nature.

SPECIFICATIONS 
Model Mercedes-Benz Atego
Engines Euro 6 engines in four- and 
six-cylinder: OM934 5.1-litre 156, 
177, 211, 231 bhp. OM936 7.7-litre 
238, 272, 299 bhp. Standard engine 
brake: OM 934 145 kW or 170 kW, 
OM936 235 kW, 650 Nm retarder for 
heavy-duty operation
Transmission Powershift 3, six or 
eight-speed. Manual: Six or nine-speed
Chassis 7.5-16 tonnes 4x2 rigid 
configurations available
Cabs S Cab ClassicSpace, S Cab 
ClassicSpace Extended, L Cab 
ClassicSpace, L Cab BigSpace

Not as visually striking as the 
Actros, the Atego design is more 
of an evolution of the old model

idle, which is surprising. Engine noise is 
noticeable, but not harsh, and overall it 
is clear huge strides have been made in 
improving refinement. Our test route 
took us through a number of urban 
areas, where the new Atego was perfectly 
suited to its environment.

Visibility is excellent, steering is 
accurate, and driving soon becomes 
second nature. Comfort from the air- 
suspended driver seat is first-class, 
although it’s not likely this will be fitted 
as standard in a fleet truck – which is a 
shame, as it makes a huge difference 
over the course of a shift in comparison 
with a standard fixed seat. Often with 
these sorts of truck, driving is only half 

Plenty of storage and space in the BigSpace cab A vital part of any truck: good cup holders!

Firstly, Merc has carried over the 
design architecture of the Actros to the 
new Atego, so there’s high-quality 
instrumentation, smart-looking controls, 
and a feel of quality throughout – much 
nicer than the tough but functional old 
model. The multi-function display works 
a treat, and steering wheel controls are 
easy to figure out.

Once out on the road in the 818, there’s 
a fair amount of noise from the new 
four-pot Euro 6 engine, plus there is 
vibration through the steering column at 
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Dash-mounted gear lever 
frees up space in cab 

and layout is hard to fault

VERDICT
We were suitably impressed with the 
new Atego in this format – it is just 
the sort of truck UK fleets both small 
and large will snap up. It looks smart, 
is clearly well built, and has an 
impressive standard specification.

There’s a clear leap forward over 
the old model, which has a formidable 
reputation as a tough workhorse. The 
new truck pushes things on just a bit 
more than that – drivers who are 
handed the keys to a new Atego 
should be pleased, as it has appeal 
and a feel-good factor to it which you 
don’t often find with small trucks.

We also took the chance to drive 
the large 1630 model with BigSpace 
cab. It is unlikely this will sell many in 
the UK, but this type of vehicle – 
which offers a big-for-its-size 
payload in a compact package, 
along with the luxury and comfort of 
a much bigger truck – will no doubt 
appeal to those in certain sectors, 
especially in a long-haul wagon-and-
drag application.

However, we suspect at this range, 
UK buyers would be more tempted to 
go for a full-size 18-tonner.

operated, dash-mounted lever akin to 
that found in the Sprinter van.

Throttle control during low-speed 
manoeuvering is good too – something 
you couldn’t always say of old Merc autos. 
The two-stage engine brake works 
superbly and could provide big savings 
on brake materials over the life of the 
vehicle. Pleasingly, the Eco-roll function 
is present too, and the truck will glide 
along at idle down a gradient when 
possible, just like an Actros. 

Inner space
Compared to the day cab, the BigSpace is 
a revelation of refinement and comfort. 

Substantially quieter, it rides softer too. 
The cab is huge, with room to stand up 
for someone 6 ft tall. Clever packaging 
means enough space for a week away 
from base, and the driving experience 
matches up too. There’s plenty of power 
from the six-pot, as you’d expect in rigid 
configuration. Handling was excellent 
as we navigated up and down a steep, 
meandering hillside pass. The engine 
pulled well all the way up, and the engine 
brake held us back all the way down.

Although a niche in the UK, we reckon 
the new Atego BigSpace is king of the 
sub-18-tonners. It ticks all the boxes and 
behaves on the road like a mini Actros. �

The two-stage engine brake works superbly and 
could provide big savings on brake materials.

High-quality materials are used throughout Small, but perfectly formed sums up Atego



trucks on the road.

Number 1 choice
for Euro VI with

3 2 4 5 8898988980
Mercedes-Benz have more Euro VI trucks on the road across Europe than any other manu-
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Juggernaut : Trucking 
to Saudi Arabia
Author  Robert Hutchison
Publisher  Old Pond
ISBN  978-1-908397-86-7
Web  www.oldpond.com
Price  £12.95
This reissue of author Robert 
Hutchison’s memorable account 
of his trip from the UK to Al Khobar 
in Saudi Arabia as a passenger 
in a Scania 111 is pretty much 

required reading for anyone who 
may be interested in the classic 
Middle East run.

First published in 1987, the book 
found favour with readers due to 
its frank and realistic account of a 
journey which took Robert and 
the truck’s driver, Graham Davies 
of Whittle International, through 
no fewer than 14 countries on a 
mission to deliver their cargo – 
machinery and ovens used in the 
production of plastic pipes.

While the original hardback 
editions of Juggernaut contained 
no photographs, this new and 
re-set paperback edition 
includes 36 of the 
author’s full-colour 
pictures. These were 
taken by Hutchison on 
the trip, and help to 
paint the trek in much 
more vivid colours than 
before. A first-class read. AS

OUR RATING � � � � �

Tomes, tunes & films to keep you 
entertained in the cab

Zac Brown Band
TITLE  Uncaged
LABEL  Atlantic
Price  £6.08 (Amazon)
While Zac Brown Band remains 
primarily a country ensemble, their 
new album, Uncaged, embraces 
many different musical styles, 
including reggae, R&B, samba, 
and more. An upbeat and fun 
celebration of music, this collection 
presents work from a band who 
clearly enjoy what they do. SP

NEW & RECENT MUSIC RELEASES

BREAK
TIME 

By Andy Stewart, Shaun Connors & Stephen Pellow
PHOTOGRAPHY VARIOUS

DVDs OF THE MONTH

Escape Plan
Actors  Sylvester Stallone,
Arnold Schwarzenegger
Director  Mikael Håfström
Certificate  15 
Run Time  115 minutes
Price  £10
The two action superstars prove 
they’ve got plenty left to offer as 
inmates who team up to break 
out of a top-secret, high-tech 
prison called ‘The Tomb.’ As you 
might expect, there are plenty of 
violent sequences. SP

OUR RATING � � � � �

The Musketeers
Actors  Luke Pasqualino, 
Tom Burke, Santiago Cabrera, 
Howard Charles, Peter Capaldi
Certificate  12
Run time  550 mins
Price  £17 (Amazon)
Musketeers is extremely well 
shot (in the Czech Republic), 
well produced, and generally 
offers up good plot lines and 
good acting. Not taking itself 
too seriously, this is a great bit 
of swashbuckling. SC

OUR RATING � � � � �

OUR RATING � � � � �

Place Vendome
TITLE  Thunder In The Distance
LABEL  Frontiers
Price  £10.62 (Amazon)
With his near-four-octave vocal range, 
Michael Kiske may not appeal to all 
ears, but the singer once tipped to 
step into Bruce Dickenson’s sizeable 
Iron Maiden shoes certainly delivers 
on this third Place Vendome release. 
The overall style is far more melodic 
than Kiske’s Helloween power metal 
origins might suggest. SCOUR RATING � � � � �

Honeymoon
Authors  James 
Patterson,
Howard Roughan
Read by  Hope Davis, 
Campbell Scott
Runtime  6 hrs 52 mins

Publisher  Headline Digital
Web  www.audible.co.uk
Price  £19.99 (digital download)

Hitchcock-esque, we follow FBI 
agent John O’Hara investigating 
femme fatale Nora Sinclair. But 
strange things happen to the men 
she hooks up with, and O’Hara 
finds himself falling into the same 
trap. This absorbing thriller races 
to a fairly satisfying conclusion AS

OUR RATING � � � � �
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J
apanese model manufacturer 
Tamiya represents the pinnacle of 
precision, dedication and attention 
to detail – and the company has 
recently released a fully working 

radio-controlled Freightliner Cascadia 
tractor unit in the UK.

To celebrate, Trucking has teamed up 
with The Hobby Company, Tamiya’s UK 
distributor, to offer one lucky reader a 
stunning prize: a 1/14th scale model 
Cascadia kit, radio equipment, battery 
and charger worth £500!

The Cascadia Evolution is an 
aerodynamically advanced and more 
fuel-efficient version of the Cascadia 
tractor unit manufactured by 
Freightliner Trucks for the North 
American market. This RC model 
assembly kit of the Cascadia Evolution 
faithfully recreates the truck’s 
fuel-efficient form, and 
includes a number of  
metal chassis parts.

The truck’s 
aerodynamic profile 
was accurately 
captured thanks to 
extensive research  
and cooperation from 
Freightliner and its 
parent company, Daimler.

The model also features 
accurate interior details, such  
as dashboard and seats. Gloss- and 
matte-finished metal-plated parts 
further heighten the model’s realism.

As additional extras – though not 
included in the competition prize –  

the tractor unit can be augmented 
with a realistic LED lighting 

kit to accurately recreate 
front and rear lights, 
and a rumble kit to 
produce authentic 
engine vibrations 
when in operation.

To be in with a 
chance of winning  

this fabulous prize,  
just answer the  

following question:

Q) How many different 1/14th scale 
Tamiya truck models are available to 
buy in the UK?

A) 10 B) 12 C) 15

WHERE  
TO BUY

Tamiya 1/14th scale trucks  
and trailers are distributed in the 

UK exclusively by The Hobby 
Company Limited. For more 
information and your nearest 
dealer, visit www.hobbyco.net 

or call 01908 605686. 
TamiyaUK/Facebook.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY
Entry is free. Employees of Kelsey Media Group, The 
Hobby Company and their relatives and affiliates are not 
permitted to enter. Only one entry per household. 
Photocopies of the entry coupon ARE accepted. Do NOT 
include other correspondence with your competition 
entry. Closing date is May 30, 2014. If any prize or 
product is lost or damaged during the course of delivery 
to the recipient, we will provide reasonable assistance in 
seeking to resolve the problem. However, it will not 
always be possible to obtain replacements for lost or 
damaged goods, and in that event, no financial 
compensation would be payable by Kelsey Media or 
their affiliates. There is no cash alternative. For full terms 
and conditions, visit www.kelsey.co.uk

WIN! TAMIYA MODEL 
FREIGHTLINER CASCADIA!
Your chance to bag a stunning 1/14th  
scale Tamiya radio-controlled Freightliner  
Cascadia worth £500!

How to enter
ONLINE
The easiest way to enter is via our 
website. Head to www.truckingmag.co.
uk/tamiyacomp and fill in the entry form 
to be in with a chance of winning this 
fantastic RC truck prize.

BY POST
Alternatively, you can enter by sending 
your answer, name, address, telephone 
number and email address to:

Tamiya Cascadia Competition
Trucking magazine
Kelsey Media Group
PO Box 978
Peterborough
PE1 9FL
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SMALL WONDER
We put the revised Euro 5b+ Canter 3.5-tonner to the test 
on a town, country and mountain run
By Andy Stewart
PHOTOGRAPHY ANDY STEWART / DAIMLER

F
USO Canter occupies the light 
end of the Daimler/Mercedes-
Benz truck line-up and has 
found favour with British 
distribution, construction, 

municipal and landscaping operators 
looking for a tough, flexible vehicle with 
high payload. Daimler reckons Canter 
has become its best-selling truck model 
– and has updated the line-up with refined 
designs which meet regulations for Euro 

5b+ (for light versions up to six tonnes 
gvw) and Euro 6 (for heavy versions).

The range spans 3.5 to 8.55 tonnes, 
with the latter being the freshest model 
in the line-up and offering a sector-
leading payload of six tonnes (though it’s 
unlikely we’ll see it in the UK). The 
German manufacturer says new Canter 
is up to nine per cent more efficient than 
the previous generation, with CO2 
emissions falling by a similar amount.

Efficiency gains are due to optimised 
cooling, an engine start/stop system, 
25 per cent higher injection pressure 
improving combustion, and fitment of 
low-rolling resistance tyres for Euro 6 
models, among other factors.

Upgraded four-cylinder, three-litre 4P10 
engines offer similar power and torque 
ratings to previous versions. The 3.5- 
tonners meet Euro 5b+ standards, and 
can be fitted with either a 130 bhp lump 
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delivering 300 Nm of torque at between 
1300-3050 rpm, or a 150 bhp motor 
offering 370 Nm at 1320-2840 rpm. 

Heftier 7.5- and 8.55-tonne models are 
Euro 6 and can be spec’d with 150 bhp 
engine, or a meatier 175 bhp powerplant 
providing 430 Nm at 1600-2860.

A 4x4 version is also offered at 6.5 
tonnes, which packs the 175 bhp engine 
for increased off-road manoeuvrability. 
Rounding out the range is the 

Lower-weight Canters are 
spec’d to meet Euro 5b+ 

emissions regulations

Dropsider bodies are now available to order ex-factory Canter can be specified with a crew cab
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Once we started the climb into the mountains, 
the Duonic gearbox began to struggle. 

SPECIFICATIONS 
Model FUSO Canter 3C15
Design gvw 3.5 tonnes
Cab Comfort (three-seater)
Engine  Euro 5b+ four-

cylinder, three-litre 
4P10 rated at 
150 bhp / 370 Nm

Gearbox  Six-speed Duonic 
fully automated 
dual-clutch 
transmission 
(a five-speed 
manual is optional)

Brakes  Disc brakes with 
ABS and EBD, 
engine brake

Wheelbase 3400 mm
Fuel tank 100 litres capacity

plenty of legroom even for tall drivers, 
and the optional six-speed Duonic fully 
automated dual-clutch transmission 
takes much stress out of negotiating 
inner-city traffic. Duonic was also happy 
when we headed out of town, instigating 
smooth gearchanges on the clearer coastal 
roads while we let Canter stretch its legs.

We found Duonic generally holds onto 
gears until quite low down in the green 
band, venturing right down to around 
950 rpm before making a change. This is 
no problem on urban and inter-urban 

Controls are laid out intuitively

Eco mode is engaged via dashboard switch

Canter’s interior is functional and hard-wearing

Galvanised steel ladder-type frame has standard hole pattern

VERDICT
It’s hard not to like the Canter. 
Daimler is marketing an efficient, agile, 
robust and versatile light-weight truck 
that’s easy to drive and built to last.

Those wishing to spec the Duonic 
transmission will find the truck offers 
a smooth ride around town, with 
minimal intervention required from the 
driver. Automation also increases fuel 
efficiency and reduces component 
wear – two major plus points when 
keeping a close eye on operating 
costs. As with any auto ’box, Duonic 
isn’t perfect – but manual adjustments 
can be made quickly when required.

In all, Canter is an appealing truck 
offering a decent payload and 
driver-friendly systems, and it ticks all 
the right boxes for light-duty operation.

7.5-tonne Eco Hybrid, which produces 
150 bhp and 370 Nm of torque due to its 
refined hybrid drive system.

On the road
We had the opportunity to test the 
lighter-weight Canter 3C15 tipper with 
Euro 5b+ 150 bhp engine on a run which 
took us through the Portuguese seaside 
town of Cascais, along the Atlantic coast, 
then up into the mountains.

Canter makes for an easy drive. The 
driving seat can be adjusted to offer 

runs, but once we started the climb into 
the mountains, Duonic began to struggle. 
Negotiating steep gradients and tight 
bends required manual finesse to prevent 
the engine labouring unduly, though 
intervention is easy – requiring only a 
nudge up or down on the gearstick.

Interior is functional, but comfortable. 
Driver and passenger seats give a 
firm, but pleasant ride, and better cab 
insulation means in-cab noise levels 
are fairly unobtrusive.

Storage is limited: overhead bins above 
driver and passenger seats – useful for 
stowing paperwork and additional small 
items – plus some narrow bins on the 
dash is about your lot. �

Ecofficiency package 
boosts Canter’s 

fuel economy
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Scania 112 & 142 at Work
Patrick W Dyer

Scania 112 and 142 at Work is Patrick Dyer's seventh book
in the series. Once more he has been able to draw on two
hundred fine photographs, some from Scania's own
archive, as well as working shots by truck enthusiasts.

BRAND NEW 

ONLY
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Light wheels for heavy weights
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 RC FREIGHTLINER CASCADIA
Manufacturer: Tamiya
Web: www.hobbyco.net
Price: £399.99
Premium Japanese model-maker Tamiya has just launched a 
new radio-controlled truck, which this time comes in the form 
of a bonneted Freightliner Cascadia. The model features a 
number of metal chassis parts, and its aerodynamic form factor 
has been accurately recreated thanks to co-operation with 
Freightliner and its parent company, Daimler. If you fancy 
winning one of these beauties, we’ll be putting one up for 
grabs in a competition in next month’s Trucking. Don’t miss it!

 DRIVER’S COMBI WALLET
Manufacturer: TachPro
Web: www.tachpro.com
Price: £9.47
Designed to offer easy storage of a driver’s essential paperwork, 
this high-quality wallet enables you to keep your tachograph 
charts, vehicle defect check sheets and more all in one place. 
Featuring a number of handy compartments, filing is quick and 
easy – just as it should be.

 DRIVER’S 
FIRST AID KIT
Manufacturer: TachPro
Web: www.tachpro.com
Price: £12.50
This kit has been put 
together with HGV 
drivers in mind and 
offers bandages, 
gauzes, plasters, 
scissors and more to 
treat a wide range of ailments at the scene of an injury. 
Conforming to all regulations governing first aid kits suitable for 
carriage in commercial vehicles, the kit can either be supplied in 
a standard first aid box, or in a three-sided zip bag.

018-019 TRU363 Gear-AS.indd   19 25/03/2014   17:09
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Paul Bird captains “Big Red” 
as the rest of the morning 
convoy follows to arrive on site

F
alck Renewables and Coriolis 
Energy have now begun 
construction work on the 
22.5 MW West Browncastle 
Wind Farm. The project is 

located 9 km to the west of Strathaven in 
South Lanarkshire, southern Scotland 
and consists of 12 Nordex N100 wind 
turbines, each with a rated capacity of 
2.5 MW and a tip height of 129.9 m.

The mission saw delivery of 12 wind 
turbines using a mix of motorway and 
challenging ‘A’ and unclassified roads 
which were tight, twisting, unlit and 
untreated. Mar-Train’s strong fleet of 

GONE WITH 
THE WIND
Mar-Train Heavy Haulage and Nordex win the battle 
to deliver essential parts for the West Browncastle  
Wind Farm installation
By David Pollock
PHOTOGRAPHY DAVID POLLOCK
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trucks from Scania, Volvo and DAF fought 
to deliver Green ECO Energy Nordex 
Wind Turbine Components to the steep, 
muddy and slippery wind farm site, and 
was well suited to the job in hand. On 
our site visit, each marque put on a great 
display of power.

Mar-Train Heavy Haulage is a key 
player in Ireland with a range of heavy 
haulage tractor units and a well-
equipped mixed fleet of Nooteboom, 
Broshuis and Doll specialised trailers for 
the wind turbine industry. The company 
has an extremely attractive fleet, notably 
the brand-new Scania R730 delivered 

days before the start of the West 
Browncastle job. Effectively named “Big 
Red”, the truck is Mar-Train’s 35th 
anniversary present and is proudly 
driven by Paul Bird – a man who likes a 
clean, tidy and well-maintained rig.

Pulling power 
Speaking just a few days after taking 
delivery of his new lady, Paul tells us: 
“It’s very luxurious inside – the seats 
move to allow more room in the sleeping 
config. The only real down side to Big 
Red is the shortage of 12V feeds in the 
cab, but that can be rectified through 

time at home. Overall, I am very 
impressed with the new yoke – she pulls 
and drives well.

“Every truck has its differences – 
before this, I drove a Volvo and the 
difference is night and day with regard 
to room and quality. Although she’s not 
built as solidly as in times gone by, she’s 
still an extremely well-presented rig to be 
proud of. I like my yoke cab clean and 
tidy, and it’s not uncommon for me to go 
out with the polish when sitting on site, 
or laying over for the next mission.”

The stunningly kept Volvo FH16 8x4 is 
driven by the seasoned and very ➤
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I can adjust my ride height for different operation 
theatres – be it wind turbines, plant, or whatever 

else needs moving. PJ Monahan

skilled George Lesley. “A truck is a truck 
– as long as it gets the job done, that’s all 
that matters,” he says. “I like to try and 
keep mine clean and tidy, but there’s no 
point when you’re in and out of sites 
daily – it’s fighting a losing battle. I give 
her a good wash at the end of the job.”

The Volvo FH16 6x4 is driven by PJ 
Monahan, who tells us about the 
differences between the two Volvos: 
“Both vehicles are suited to the job and 
have their advantages and disadvantages, 
although mine runs on air, which gives 
me the option to run super low.

“This in turn allows more room under 
bridges and other obstacles, and I can 

Brand spankers: Both 
trailer and truck pose 
for the camera

Tramping in the KGV docks, 
the drivers make the most 
of what is available

adjust my ride height for different 
operation theatres – be it wind turbines, 
plant, or whatever else needs moving.” 

Driver Lee Matthews has charge of the 
other 6x4, but had to go out on another 
job – the busy yard waits for no man.

The route
West Browncastle Wind Farm demands 
‘night-riding’ – extremely early morning 
operations – to allow smooth operation 
of the mission. Mar-Train Heavy Haulage 
idled out of the KGV docks around 3 am, 
with escorting services provided by the 
Scottish police and Roanhead Logistics. 
The convoy manoeuvred its way out of 
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the snug back gate of the KGV docks, and 
the first roundabout provided no hassles 
as it is specifically for the operation of 
abnormal loads via the rear gate. The 
steersmen were called to assist the 
skilled Mar-Train drivers around two 
tight, small roundabouts, which a normal 
HGV would have struggled with. Again, 
the team took it in their stride and made 
the tight turn onto the M8 motorway.

Easy riders
Creeping up on the M8, the team took 
the two lanes to allow room for the wind 
turbine clamp to manoeuvre. The drivers 
quickly got up to cruise speed, averaging 
at around 25 mph. Merging on the new 
M74, the CB radios lit up with the banter 
and chatter of the day. Some of the chat 
cannot be repeated in polite company, 
but other highlights provide a flavour of 
the daily run: 

“I drive my truck low because I’m 
afraid of heights.”

“We build more than just trucks… we 
build friendships, we deliver futures, we 
deliver people’s dreams.”

“We drive our trucks low and hold 
our heads high, because we have an 
unwritten and unspoken agreement that 
we will live our lives to the fullest and 
never fall victim to ‘the norm’.”

“Others laugh at us when we spend 
hours on end working on our trucks, yet 
shake our hands when we’re done.”

“Sparks ain’t flyin’, you ain’t tryin’!”
Approaching Caulderside at J8 of the 

M74, the CB chat soon turned to the 
challenges ahead – which varied each 
day thanks to the thoughtless drivers of 
other vehicles. This ate into the time-
dependent delivery of components. 
Due to its size and weight, Scottish 
police requested the loads were off the 

public roads by 7 am – this was for 
public safety, heaviness of traffic and 
available room.

Going gets tough
Turning down the A71 Strathaven road, 
the team’s next set of obstacles awaited, 
more than ever requiring nerves of steel 
and a wealth of knowledge. One escort 
van and two or three Police Scotland 
escort vehicles ensured, to the best of 
their ability, that oncoming vehicles gave 
way to the loads as they twisted in and 
out of road ornaments and other 
obstructions – usually cars which had 
ignored the warnings of the escort team 
to give space to the wide loads 
approaching. Together, the team closely 
monitored and worked together while 
guiding the loads along the tight and 
winding A71 Strathaven-Caldermill road. 
The loads drove astride the middle of 

Mechanic and the drivers 
make some adjustments 

to the new trailer

➤



MAR-TRAIN HEAVY HAULAGE LTD  GONE WITH THE WIND

42  TRUCKING June 2014 www.truckingmag.co.uk

the unlit back road for the majority of 
the way through the picturesque 
countryside, finally arriving at the site 
entrance where the police split off and 
completed their duty, handing over the 
escort van for self-escort to site via a 
tight, one-lane farm road.

The tight corners risked a jacknife, 
and with steep climbs and dips, the team 
waited for daylight in the wide load 
layby before daring to attempt the final 
one or two miles to the site. Once there, 

The tight corners risked a jacknife, and with steep 
climbs and dips, the team waited for daylight 

before attempting the one or two miles to the site.

Paul tackling one of 
the tightest breakneck 
turns en route to site

The final hub 
assembly 
awaits delivery

the team had the stress of negotiating 
the Type 1 crush and muck site road 
before the final set of challenges were 
within reach: to deliver the day’s 
components to the ‘pads’, or holding 
areas. There they had to wait for the 
specialist erecting teams to instruct 
where and when they should offload. 

The loads were then checked, washed 
and signed off before being erected by 
the contractors and Nordex, the 
manufacturer of the turbines. �

THANKS TO
We would like to thank the team at 
Mar-Train Heavy Haulage Ltd for 
uninterrupted access to the West 
Browncastle Wind Farm job, and 
to the following for making this 
article possible:

Tim and Sonya Martin, 
Sam McKee, Stewart Stoddart, 
Lee Matthews, Tommy Magill, 
George Lindsay, Paul Bird, 
Aidan Cunningham, Tim Shillington, 
Colin Hewitt, Ken Lewis, 
Ainscough Heavy Cranes and, 
last but not least, Nordex.

George “The Dolly Bird” celebrates the final run to site
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A-ROAD 
LINK

Effectively an extended bypass 
around the Medway towns, 
the 26-mile-long motorway  
connects with the Port of 
Ramsgate, also offering 

an alternative route 
to Dover.

Pick of the bunch: Mercedes Actros 
traction for supermarket double-decker 

nearing the bottom of Blue Bell Hill

Tanking: Scania waste tanker gets the full benefit of the steep Blue Bell Hill

Right turn: indicator on, Topline Scania is yards away from joining the M2 at J1

Nice girl: Under fading afternoon light, Volvo FH heads east-bound at start of M2

DLR: European trucks often have lights on in the daytime, demonstrated here by Polish Actros
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OUT  ABOUT
Pictures this month come from the M2’s west-bound steep descent 
at Blue Bell Hill, and around Junction 1 at Strood
By David Humphries
PHOTOGRAPHY DAVID HUMPHRIES

Can you dig it?: Smart Scania R620 Topline outfit hails from Ireland

Vantastic: Renault recovery vehicle lives up to the company name at J1

DAF punk: New styling for an old favourite, as seen on this Polish-registered example

Not just any trailer: Streamlined for fuel economy, Volvo-hauled rig heads east

Refuel: Mid-lift axle up on the DAF, tanker is possibly off for another load

Homeward bound: Iveco with a load to match firm’s name takes the slip-road at J1

SEE THE COMPLETE 

GALLERY ON FACEBOOK AT 

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/TRUCKINGMAG
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S
ince the 1970s, Middle East 
trucking has been an 
intriguing blend of exoticism 
and hardship. The route, lined 
with uncertainty and 

adventure, appeals to only a hardy few. 
But imagine, on top of that uncertainty, 
Syria closes its border once you set off. 
Iraq is a no-go zone and Iran, plus a 
ferry to Dubai, has been tried before, 
unsuccessfully. With overland routes 
impossible, how do you reach the 
Arabian peninsula? This is what 
happened to Andy Blunsden, operating 
as CT International, in 2012. 

“Seven of us were in Italy, on the way 
down there, when Syria kicked off. They 
blew up the border and started setting 

DESTINATION 
DUBAI
If your regular route has lost its excitement,  
plan carefully before you try something  
a little different…
By Barnaby Davies
PHOTOGRAPHY ANDY BLUNSDEN

fire to trucks, so we had to find a different 
route,” says Andy matter-of-factly. “We 
looked at ferries from Greece to Egypt, 
but they were too expensive – around 
€4000!” With options perilously thin on 
the ground, the Middle East spirit of 
resourcefulness and pioneering prevailed. 
They found a boat from Turkey to Egypt, 
then another from there to Saudi Arabia. 

Eighteen months later, Syria remains 
out of bounds and this is still the favoured 
route. And Andy has just got back from 
another epic trip. He and Gary Lyons 
loaded marquees in Belgium in November 
– both driving Volvo FH12s – destined for 
Dubai, one of the seven emirates making 
up the UAE. Filling the trailers with a 
total of 48 tons of equipment, five huge 

interlinking tents were ordered by a sheik. 
He wanted the same dance studio and 
arcade for his children as in his London 
home. “These marquees were so big, you 
could have a whole wedding reception in 
just one of them. We even took down 
bricks and bits of wood. Surely they’ve 
already got those in Dubai, but hey ho.”

Slow progress 
The route took them down through 
Germany, by train through Austria, and 
then by road to the Italian port of Ancona. 
Fortunately, the minor hiccups occurred 
in Europe, rather than further afield: an 
exhaust flexi pipe was fixed in Rimini, 
and a garage replaced a water pipe in 
Greece. But reaching the Turkish border 
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the rest of the drivers have to fly. They are 
bussed from Antakya to Adana, flown by 
charter airline to Alexandria Borg El Arab 
in Egypt, then bussed to meet their trucks 
in Damietta. However, riding on the ferry 
isn’t necessarily a better option: catering 
is worse than prison food, and there’s no 
choice of dishes. Andy remembers: “There’s 
a soup with ice cubes in it and it looks like 
yoghurt. Honestly, I don’t know what it is.” 

Docking in Damietta, Egypt, there were 
400 Turkish trucks waiting to return: three 
weeks’ worth, in other words. Among 
them was Karl Skilton, who had made 
a delivery in Qatar in 2012. He’d left his 
Astran-liveried Scania in a secure 
compound and flown home. When he’d 
flown back to Qatar a year later, his 

at Ipsala, uncertainty was firmly on the 
menu – a new customs crew was in place.

Amid the backdrop of an old British 
fire engine from Bolton – now the Turkish 
customs fire vehicle – they were held up. 
Still 19 hours from the Turkish port of 
Iskendrun, the delay did not bode well. 
Owing to discrepancies on the carnet, 24 
hours elapsed at the border, meaning they 
couldn’t make the 18-hour UN Ro-Ro ferry 
to Damietta, Egypt – a ferry which sails 
only once a week. In fact, not necessarily 
even that often. “It is a scheduled service,” 
recounts Andy, “but it only sails with a 
full complement of 176 trucks. If there 
are only 30, it won’t go; it’ll wait a week.”

Knowing they would miss the boat, 
they took a very leisurely drive past ➤

Pioneering goes a step too far 
as dodgy directions have the 
Brits turning round at Oman!

Istanbul, over the Bosphorus, and stopped 
in Aksaray for a couple of days – for 
ubiquitous servicing and repairs. 

Arriving Thursday night to book in at 
Iskendrun, they found the Sunday boat 
actually leaves on Monday, leaving them 
three days and four nights to kill. But, 
over time, Andy has built up a rapport 
with various staff. “For some reason, 
because we’re English, we can get out of 
the ports and do the tourist thing. We’ve 
found a lovely bar in town with music, 
and they even reserve a table for us now.” 

Unbelievably, on a ship with capacity 
for 176 trucks, there are just 12 cabins. 
Brits are always allocated beds, but aside 
from the odd accompanying Turk – who 
must be driving a refrigerated vehicle – 
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Duba’s inspection 
pits ensure no illicit 
substances enter Saudi

truck had moved. Authorities decided to 
build on the compound site, so brakes 
were wound off, a towbar put on, and 
every truck dragged out into the desert. 
Karl, soldiering slowly back to the UK, 
was stuck for three weeks, gradually 
moving up the queue. 

Naturally, they all had a meal together, 
but not in the port – its restaurant kitchen 
is filthy. “If you eat there once, you won’t 
eat there again,” grimaces Andy. Turkish 
drivers combat this by storing their own 
food in large insulated boxes on the sides 
of their trailers – like fridges, but without 
the compressors. Huge slabs of ice 
delivered by Egyptian cars can keep food 
fresh for a week in these. Everybody 
waited in Damietta: Karl waited to head 

north; Andy and Gary, along with a 
compound full of Turks, waited for the 
convoy to leave for Suez. Key players 
have gradually become friends – one of 
whom is Walid, working for Polaris 
Marine Services, the agent responsible 
for the convoy. He took Andy and Gary 
into town in his little Fiat for edible 
meals – and gave them the heads-up on 
which day they could drive down to 
Suez. From there, two slightly smaller 
freighters provide a regular service over 
to Duba in Saudi Arabia.  

Much like the haphazard convoy system 
which used to run at night through Syria, 
Egypt’s trail down to the Red Sea port is 
also a free-for-all. It’s an unescorted 
convoy, shadowing the Suez Canal and A temperature most of us can’t imagine experiencing

It’s pretty funny – the Turks are your best mate until 
the convoy moves. Then they’ll almost take your 

mirrors off to be first out of the gate. Andy Blunsden



June 2014 TRUCKING  49www.truckingmag.co.uk

passing its protecting tanks every 500 
yards. With a wiggly detour, it’s a 
four-and-half-hour drive.

Wacky races
Amused, Andy says: “It’s pretty funny 
– the Turks are your best mate until the 
convoy moves. Then they’ll almost take 
your mirrors off to get in front and be 
first out of the gate, just to park up and 
do nothing in Suez for 24 hours.

“I mean, there aren’t even any toilets in 
Suez – just one hosepipe!” One driver was 
in such a rush during this convoy that 
when the fridge in front stopped, he 
didn’t. He hit it so hard, the fridge unit 
fell off the front of its trailer and landed 
on the cab pulling it. The reason for the 

hoarding in Damietta soon became 
apparent: it’s designed to ease congestion 
in Suez. When the Duba boat is on its way 
over from Saudi, the transit convoy can 
be released from the compound. To 
deliver in Egypt, a truck would have to 
be imported and put on Egyptian plates. 
$15 for a visa, $100 for the ‘convoy’, 10 
Egyptian pounds to enter the Suez region, 
and Egypt’s formalities are completed.

Arriving in Duba, “on a ferry that goes 
whenever it wants”, was a comparative 
paradise at last. Dubbed by locals as 
‘The Pearl of the Red Sea’, the port is 
clean and manned by civil staff. There 
are proper toilet blocks, shower facilities 
and a reasonable restaurant. “The first 
time we asked for egg and chips here, 

Lancashire DAF still 
a working fire engine 

at Turkish customs

Duba customs agent 
inspects tilt trailer.

Health and safety, anyone?

MAIN LINE
The infamous Suez Canal, built by 
the French and Egyptians in 1869, 
is a 101-mile artificial waterway 
linking the Mediterranean with the 
Red Sea. Six years after completion, 
owing to huge debt, it was sold to 
the UK. Given the canal’s strategic 
location and dramatic shortening of 
worldwide shipping times, various 
conflicts have arisen over its control, 
culminating in the 1956 Suez Crisis. 
In 1957, deliberately sunken ships 
were removed and the canal, fully 
owned by Egypt, now supports eight 
per cent of the world’s shipping.
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we got omelette and crisps,” remembers 
Andy. “So we asked for ‘eggs with 
eyes’ and ‘potato fingers’, which they 
understood, but they still won’t serve 
them on the same plate.”

Naturally, there was a delay in Duba. 
Andy explains: “They won’t let you go 
until the import duty in the Emirates 
has been paid – and it hadn’t.” It should 
have taken just one day to complete the 
X-ray and cab control – alcohol, drugs 
etc – at the 20 or so inspection pits. But, 
with the paperwork discrepancies, it 
took four. “They don’t believe in doing 
anything fast down there,” he adds.

Paper trail
To wit, while his quickest trip has been 
14 days, this trip took a month, with 
another two days spent sorting paperwork 
on the Emirates border. The journey 
before this one took even longer. But after 
leaving Duba, the journey is generally 
trouble free. The compulsory yellow 
transit plates were already with his 
vehicle, the roads were good, and diesel 
was still barely 4p per litre – which is 

lucky, because he did a few extra miles 
in the Emirates by mistake.

With good humour, he recalls: “We 
should have turned left on the 55, but 
carried on as we were told to in the 
directions. We went through a peage 
and, ooh, we were at Oman! That’s a bit 
of a way out – wrong country – so we 
turned around.”

Even though Andy has a sat nav for 
the entire region, he’ll generally still be 
given a landmark, be met there by a car, 
then led to a warehouse. On the previous 
trip, delivering oil valves to Abu Dhabi in 
temperatures of 51 degrees C, the 
directions were simply: “Follow the sand 
road until you get to the warehouse.”

But sand roads are the exception. 
The Middle East has smooth motorways, 
frequented by hundreds of old Volvo 
F10s, and there are no formalities 
between emirates. It’s the quintessential 
open road.

After dropping off the marquees, 
it was seven hours back to the Saudi 
border, up to Bahrain and back home 
again. As though this drive hadn’t been 

uncertain, exotic and adventurous 
enough, Andy talks about making things 
a bit more interesting next time. “I looked 
at a load to South Africa, but that was 
too dodgy. But I fancy China,” he says 
enthusiastically. Does Astran have loads 
to China? “No, but it’s about time we did! 
It’s not a problem. You can go anywhere, 
can’t you?”

If he manages to get a load there, what 
a fascinating story that would be! �

NEW CRISIS
Syria – officially the Syrian Arab 
Republic – borders Lebanon, Turkey, 
Jordan to the south, and Israel to 
the southwest. The ongoing civil war 
between forces loyal to the Ba’ath 
government and those against it 
began in 2011, and is part of the 
wider Arab Spring protest movement. 
According to the United Nations, the 
Syrian uprising has caused well over 
100,000 deaths and created more 
than three million refugees – a true 
humanitarian disaster.

Delivering oil valves to Abu Dhabi in temperatures 
of 51 degrees C, the directions were simply: 

“Follow the sand road until you get to the warehouse.”

Dining al fresco with some ‘catwalk cooking’ Drivers in Egypt’s Damietta port wait up to three weeks

Heavy artillery protects the Suez Canal

The mighty River Nile, 
just 10 minutes’ 
drive into Egypt
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WEATHER WOES
Sometimes mother nature’s moods can be as destructive as they are diverse

By Paul Goodhind
ILLUSTRATION STEVE SHAW

M
any years 
ago, and in 
another life, 
Her Majesty 
treated me to 

lessons on the art of driving 
– not only on roads, but on 
freezing snow, hot sand, with 
very heavy loads, and also 
with blue lights pursuit. 
So, once back in civvy street, 
I counted myself able to 
negotiate the UK network  
of roads as a truck driver.

I was therefore supremely 
confident in my ability to 
tackle the snow-covered hill 
in front of me one night when 
the scenery was quickly 
turning white. Low gear, keep 
the momentum, gentle on the 
loud pedal and up we go, calm 
as a monk. No problem, until 
I was almost at the top and 

the scenery started slowing, 
and I went into reverse. 
“Impossible,” I thought, “I’m 
still in gear, low revs, foot 
tickling the throttle.” It then 
dawned on me that the whole 
50 ft truck was sliding 
backwards – and gathering 
speed. Total panic ensued, 
and my foot jammed hard 
onto the brake.

In the mirror, I saw the 
trailer hit the nearside kerb, 
following it around into a side 
street and colliding with a grit 
bin. This whip-lashed the cab 
and trailer 180 degrees on the 
slippery surface, leaving me 
facing downhill and diagonal 
across the whole road. Then 
all progress ceased.

Breathing a sigh of relief, I 
eased off the brake pedal and 
relaxed. But that was my 

mistake. Progress started once 
again, this time with me in 
front of 32 tonnes of out-of-
control wagon and load. All 
reason fled and I jammed my 
foot on the brake once more, 
effectively turning the truck 
into a giant toboggan.

The speed seemed to be 
breakneck to my terrified 
mind, but because of the 
falling snow, probably was 
not more than 30 mph or so. 
Through the blizzard I saw 
blue flashing lights and 
prayed it was an ambulance 
waiting to take my poor 
shattered body to the nearest 
A&E. Amazingly, I was slowing 
and came to rest a foot behind 
a police Range Rover. This 
time, I had the sense to put 
the handbrake on before 
removing my shaking foot 

from the stop pedal. I climbed 
out of the truck and promptly 
fell over on my backside. I was 
not having a great day.

From the blizzard emerged 
two huge policemen in hi-viz 
coats, wrapped up warm 
against the cold. They helped 
me up and one said: “By ‘eck 
lad, that was great driving. 
Have you took lessons?”

Nowadays, with everything 
else we have to suffer in the 
way of roadworks, traffic 
jams and constant changes in 
legislation, we drivers have to 
deal with the violent changes 
in the weather which are now 
upon us – be it rain storms, 
snow, smog or hurricane 
winds. Living near the Peak 
District and on the right side 
of the hill (ie, South Yorkshire), 
I often find my route for the 
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day is one or other of the main 
routes over the top. On a 
cloud-free night or calm day, 
nothing is better than driving 
the Woodhead Pass – but once 
the weather turns, beware.

I have lost count of the 
number of overturned wagons 
on the telephone corner climb 
to Barnsley, where the winds 
can whip you from one side 
of the narrow road to the 
other. There were once three 
trucks, all from the same 
company, neatly lined up on 
their sides at the side of the 
road. Apparently, the first one 
went over and the other two 
stopped to help, then got 
blown over as well. No-one 
was hurt, but I would have 

loved to have been a fly on 
the wall in that office when 
the conversation turned to 
“Well, it was like this boss…”

This year, I was following a 
curtainsider around the dam 
area on the M62 and his trailer 
wheels were lifting as the gale 
blew across the road. I had a 
heavy container on and was 
able to drive alongside the 
truck and shield him from 
the worst of the weather, until 
we could pull off and fold his 
curtains under the rear doors. 
Even with my weight, our 
trailers touched once or twice 
over the most exposed part  
of the motorway, and both 
trucks were hard to control.

I have seen deep snow drifts 
either side of the road only 
kept clear by the dedicated 
gritter ploughs stationed in 
the laybys overnight. But my 

worst nightmare is fog, be  
it thick or freezing. I have,  
in my long career, been 
mesmerised by the fog, and 
once actually drove through 
red lights on the East Lancs. 
It was at two o’clock in the 
morning, but it still haunts 
me that I could be so easily 
hypnotised into potentially 
killing someone. From then 
on, I drove in fog with the 
window open – this keeps you 
in contact with the real world, 
and works for me. Even so, 
corners and obstacles come up 
fast and have to be guarded 
against with extra vigilance.

I count the worst scare as 
reaching an almost 11 in fog, 
on a scale of 1 to 10, where 10 

is undercracker-staining time. 
It was on the M1 southbound, 
the climb from Tinsley viaduct 
to the M18. A peasouper, other 
trucks and I were progressing 
at a reasonable, but safe lick 
up the hill. Suddenly, there 
was a pair of headlights 
directly in front of us and on 
full beam. Brakes slammed on 
in the convoy and the lights 
disappeared into the thick fog. 
We accelerated cautiously, 
and the lights appeared 
again. Turned out a wrecker 
driver with good intentions, 
but little in the way of brains, 
was towing a unit backwards 
with all the lights on!

I am glad to be retiring 
from driving in April of this 
year – the chances are the 
experts have got it right, 
and the weather is going  
to get worse very soon. n

I saw blue flashing lights and prayed 
it was an ambulance waiting to 

take my poor shattered body to A&E.
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Well-thought-through design 
means Alan’s Scania is able to 
operate in difficult situations

S
tarting a haulage business 
is most certainly not for the 
faint hearted. If you survive 
the start, it’s even harder 
to maintain. In June 1973, 

Edward White decided he wanted to 
be his own boss and buy a tipper, and 
took a trip to see his bank manager: 
“He told me it was just about the most 
inconsistent business I could start,” 
smiles Edward.

Undaunted, the bank manager 
helped out and Edward bought his 
first tipper – a 14-tonne Seddon with a 
payload of around 9.5 tonnes. Although 
Edward didn’t have any written 
contracts, he was able to ring around 
the local quarries for work and soon 
found himself busy. He managed to 

AN ALL 
WHITE TIP
Celebrating 40 years in business, Edward and 
Alan White clearly provide a quality service – 
but just how hard can it be?
By Graham Shaw
PHOTOGRAPHY GRAHAM SHAW

maintain the work and wore out a few 
trucks in the process – including a 
Ford (complete with Perkins V8) and a 
Magirus Deutz air-cooled 232-26. 

Boom times
By 1984, Edward’s son Alan had 
joined the family business with a 
Leyland Bison. Edward White’s 
haulage business was firmly 
established, and with the new 
A361 link road to build between 
their home town of Barnstaple, 
North Devon and the town of 
Tiverton, near the M5, there 
was going to be plenty of work 
for father and son. 

In 1986, when construction 
finally started, it was decided 
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to buy the first brand-new truck for 
Alan. Eighteen months later, it was 
followed by another for Edward – a 
Scania 3-series 93-280, the first costing 
£32,500. “When we told mother how 

much it had cost, she went bananas 
and told us we could buy a house for 
that!” laughs Alan.

The new trucks proved a great 
success, although four years later 
Edward’s was stolen. It took two 
months to sort out the insurance 
and the business needed two 

trucks, so a used vehicle was 
sourced to fill the gap. Pleased 

with the Scanias, when it 
was time to replace 

➤

consist of a Scania P380 and a P400, 
the latter of which Alan now drives. 

The P400 was bought new from 
Scania UK at Exeter, and it’s certainly 
well specified. It’s powered by a Scania 
six-cylinder unit, through a 12-speed 
manual transmission to the double-
drive axles. “The truck wasn’t cheap, so 
we went with a manual gearbox. It 
was another £2500 for the Opticruise 
– you have to stop somewhere.” 

The cab is a Highline model finished 
in red and tastefully signed; the latest 
addition of a Griffin was airbrushed to 
an off-side panel in front of the fuel 
tank by Signs N Lines. Cab interior is 
immaculate, with a bunk and television 
for those nights away from home.  
“I try not to do many nights away; it 
just depends where the work is. I might 
as well be comfortable,” says Alan. 

With the high price of fuel and 
running costs, it doesn’t pay to run 
home without a backload. For this 
reason, more operators now specify 
sleeper cabs, not only for practicality, 
but to add to the truck’s resale value. 
The P400 is fitted with a Wilcox 

them, they bought the same again. 
Several others followed and were worn 
out before Alan decided it was time to 
invest in their first Scania P-cab in 2003. 

Leap of faith 
By now, legal gross weight for trucks in 
the UK had been raised and the firm was 
using drawbar combinations. A Scania 
P420 with Opticruise was specified. It 
was a new model at the time, and both 
Edward and Alan had only been able to 
see it in the dealer’s literature, so they 
decided to go and see the vehicle at its 
launch. “The minute I climbed inside,  
I instantly hated it. There wasn’t much 
room and it seemed cluttered,” says Alan. 
“I wasn’t sure if I should go ahead with 
the deal, but by the end of the launch  
the dealer had convinced me; I’ve never 
looked back.”

It is believed this particular example 
of the P-cab fitted with Opticruise was 
one of the first, if not the very first, Scania 
had sold in the UK. Once again, the vehicle 
was a success and Alan really liked the 
Opticruise automated transmission. 
Edward and Alan’s current vehicles 

When we told mother how much the Scania 3-series 
had cost, she went bananas and told us we 

could buy a house for that! Alan White
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The dealer didn’t want to lose the sale of a truck 
because they had sold the trailer to us, so 

they offered to build one from scratch.

Keeping the P400 looking 
good takes serious time 
and commitment

tipping body along with Binotto tipping 
equipment. The vehicle has a three-axle 
drawbar tipping trailer, custom-built for 
Alan, and both front and rear axles lift. 

Originally, Alan was going to buy a used 
trailer, but it only had one lifting axle – 
so modifications were needed to get both 
front and rear axles to lift. The dealer 
agreed in principle to make the changes, 
but the next week they sold the trailer 
along with the truck as a complete unit. 

“The dealer didn’t want to lose the sale 
of a truck because they had sold the 
trailer to us, so they offered to build one 
from scratch and we took them up on it,” 
says Alan. As found with previous 

Scanias, the current P400 has proved 
itself reliable. It has had the odd few 
problems though, the first being a blown 
variable geometry turbo, an electronic 
problem with the fan, then 
air conditioning faults. However, Alan 
isn’t too worried: “Scania support is 
fantastic – it backs its product 100 per 
cent, and that’s why we shall continue to 
buy from Scania.”

Body work
On the other hand, both Edward and 
Alan are not quite so pleased with the 
Wilcox body. The problem is mainly with 
the automatic tailgate – the operating First impressions of the cab interior look promising
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linkage is flimsy and the flex during 
operation has caused the mounting 
plates to split. Alan has needed to make 
many modifications to it, including the 
addition of further brackets.

The Binotto tipping gear is excellent, 
and was bought and fitted for drawbar 
operation. However, when Wilcox fitted 
the body, it changed the location of the 
pipework, then piped the diverter valve 
the wrong way. This resulted in the 
incorrect operation of tipping controls 
and caused the oil to run back through 
the pump in the wrong direction, meaning 
the pump was damaged to the extent a 
replacement was needed. Alan had to buy 

and fit a new pump, along with having 
to re-pipe the system correctly. This also 
resulted in a day of downtime for the 
Scania. Although Wilcox did come and 
take a look, it’s safe to say Alan hasn’t 
found its back-up as good as Scania’s.

In a nutshell, running a haulage 
business for the past 40 years has 
certainly had its moments for Edward 
and Alan. Edward retired at the age of 
70, and now aged 77, he still drives and 
enjoys the allure of the road. “I wouldn’t 
keep doing it if I didn’t enjoy it!” he laughs. 

But with the DCPC coming around in 
September 2014, Edward is unsure as to 
whether or not he will continue to drive 

beyond that point. “I don’t do quite so 
much these days, and I have to wonder if 
it’s worth it at my age.”

There has also been a recent addition 
to the fleet – it never burns any fuel, never 
needs servicing, and never needs washing. 
That’s right, it’s a model of Alan’s P400 
– and it’s an accurate copy in every way. 
The model has been painstakingly built 
by modeller, Peter Hookway. 

The Scanias of Edward White are a 
compliment to the roads of the West 
Country, but it takes real hard work and 
drive to achieve this level of quality  
and service for any haulage company, 
big or small. n

COMMER HOLIDAY
Before starting a haulage business of his own, Edward White had several truck 
driving jobs. During the 1960s, Edward was involved in livestock haulage: “It was 
back before the motorways – driving really was driving then!” On one occasion, 
when Alan White and his sister were very young, they had been promised a holiday 
to Scotland. But rather than take the family car, Edward decided to make extra cash 
while on holiday – he arranged with his boss to take a load of cattle to Scotland as 
well! “I couldn’t believe it – we left the car parked and piled into Dad’s bull-nosed 
Commer,” says Alan. “That was me, Dad, Mum and my sister, not to mention the 
cattle!” The trip took the best part of a week – now that’s commitment!

Scania’s transmission is well proven

Nights out certainly look cosy!

Model built by Peter HookwayAlan and Edward White

Driver controls are easy and functional

Serious sprung suspension is a must
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The trucks spend roughly 150 
days on the road during a 
typical Moto GP race season

M
otorcycle racing is a 
tough, competitive, but 
extremely exciting form 
of motorsport which 
separates the men from 

the boys. Of course, being in the cut and 
thrust of top-level motorcycle racing 
requires high levels of skill from all 
those involved, not just the riders – the 
mechanics and managers, to name but 
a few, play a part in the team’s success. 
That also includes the drivers of the 

RACING CHANCE
Italian trucks front world-class Yamaha Moto GP motorcycle racing team
By Steev Hayes
PHOTOGRAPHY STEEV HAYES / YAMAHA MOTOR RACING SRL

trucks that shift the bikes, spares, 
workshop kit and hospitality facilities 
across Europe during the season. 

Take, for instance, Moto GP. Around 
200 trucks are involved in this form of 
the sport alone. They each cover around 
19,000 km per season, that mileage 
including race meetings and practice. 
Iveco is supporting the Yamaha Moto GP 
team, which has two star riders in the 
shape of Jorge Lorenzo and Valentino 
Rossi. “We were pleased to welcome 

Valentino back in the team,” said Yamaha 
Motor Racing SRL managing director, 
Lin Jarvis. Rossi had previously been 
poached by rival team Ducati, but 
appeared to struggle with the different 
riding characteristics and power 
delivery of a V4 engine.

Iveco has supplied the team with eight 
trucks – four used for team management, 
the other four are hospitality. The team 
management trucks carry all the 
motorcycle paraphernalia, including 
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bikes, spare parts, workshop equipment, 
and riders’ gear (leathers, helmets, knee 
pads etc). The trucks are loaded 
methodically, with 12 tonnes of material 
carefully stacked inside 52 packing cases. 
Teams cannot afford to leave anything to 
chance – or indeed leave anything behind 
– hence the systematic packing process. 

Driving force
The drivers now, unlike a few years ago 
when many of them were mechanics who 
also worked on the bikes during the races, 
are purely truck drivers. “The driving 
legislation is a lot stricter now, although 
most of them will help set up and break 
down before and after races,” explained 
Yamaha Motor Racing SRL general 
manager, Marco Riva.

The trucks spend roughly 150 days on 
the road, attending approximately 18 ➤

Four Ivecos are used for team 
management, the others for 

hospitality management

The driving legislation is a lot stricter now, although 
most of the drivers will help set up and break 

down before and after races. Marco Riva
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We want to keep the drivers as comfortable as 
possible, so we need to ensure they have the 

right tools for the job. Marco Riva

races, plus testing, per season. At each 
race, the motorcycles cover in the region 
of 300 km, including practice mileage.

Logistics count
Interestingly, some of the race circuits 
aren’t designed to take the numbers of 
trucks used nowadays, so drivers have 
to work out which has to go where, 
then send them in and set them up in 
a certain sequence. Get it wrong, and 
they need to withdraw and start all over 
again – and on a busy race weekend, that 
isn’t an option. Likewise, traffic hold-ups 
and ferry cancellations through bad 
weather, or for a myriad other reasons, 
are something drivers must work around. 
Organisers and fans won’t postpone a 
meeting just because one team couldn’t 
get there on time!

So, as well as having world-class riders 
and drivers, the Yamaha Moto GP team 
has world-class trucks to haul all of its 
equipment across Europe. Those top 
trucks are all Iveco EcoStralis with 

Trailers are loaded inside 
the pristine premises at 

the Italian base

roomy high-roof cabs and powered by 
ultra-clean Cursor 13 EEV motors, a 
13-litre in-line six-cylinder engine rated 
at 500 bhp. Driver comfort and safety are 
paramount for its drivers, so the 12-speed 
standard fit EuroTronic automated 
transmissions also meet those criteria.

“We want to keep the drivers as 
comfortable as possible,” Riva said. 
“They have to drive for long periods using 
some of Europe’s busiest roads, so we 
need to ensure they have the right tools 
for the job. The comfort in the EcoStralis 
cab is extremely good and quality on the 
inside visibly better, with better seating 
and steering wheel/column adjustment.

“The trucks also came with navigation 
systems – Iveco integrated its satellite 
navigation system into the truck, and it 
is now far better and easier to use,” Riva 
added. “We tested it from Le Mans to our 
base in Italy, and it worked very well.”

The trucks don’t run at maximum 
weight, so will be less thirsty than 
trucks used on most other types of road 

Lin Jarvis is pleased Valentino Rossi is back in the team

Marco Riva is Yamaha Motor Racing SRL general manager
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transport. Currently, outfits are generally 
two-axle tractors pulling two-axle 
trailers. “But we have a new double-
decker with three axles which gives 
us more office space for the riders,” 
Jarvis explained.

Tough track
Jarvis also said the racing industry is 
going through a tough period right now, 
with sponsorship becoming even harder 
to find. “A lot of companies that were big 
sponsors are suffering in the recession,” 
Jarvis said. Many sponsors are from 
Italy and Spain, and these two countries 
have been hit hardest by the downturn. 

“Even sponsorship in Formula 1 is not 
like it was just five or six years ago.” 

But he is upbeat about the team’s future, 
particularly with Valentino Rossi back 
on board. “Having the biggest legend in 
Moto GP is helpful.

“We have two strong riders and they 
attract the fans and the press, which is 
good. Now Lorenzo is at the top of his 
game and has been the strongest over 
the season, while Rossi needs to get 
back into his stride – his desire is 
certainly there!”

Jarvis said the fundamentals of the 
bikes are the same as Rossi helped 
develop, so Yamaha has high hopes it 
will enjoy seeing its riders gracing 
podium places and, who knows, maybe 
a World Championship could be within 
its grasp too. �

FUEL FRUGALITY
The team is interested in using the 
vehicle telematics systems to monitor 
its drivers and see if there are ways 
more fuel can be saved. “In racing we 
are seeing changes being made to try 
to reduce fuel usage, and we also 
need to do this with the vehicles we 
use to transport our motorcycles and 
other equipment to and from the race 
meetings,” Riva said. 

Lin Jarvis added: “Last year we 
spent €82,000 on fuel in our trucks. If 
we could save just 10 per cent, that 
would make a big difference.” Of 
course, in reducing fuel usage, they’ll 
also reduce emissions – another of 
the Yamaha team’s aims. “There are 
no specific targets,” Jarvis said. “But 
we do wish to do our bit and reduce 
vehicle emissions where we can.”

A lot of companies that were big sponsors are 
suffering in the recession. Even sponsorship in 

Formula 1 is not like it was just five or six years ago.

A Rossi Yamaha takes pride of place in the boardroom Iveco is proud to be a major sponsor of the team Past winning machines adorn the reception area

Everything is checked 
and packed methodically 
into each trailer
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Letter of the Month wins a fantastic 
Search-Impex model truck

READERS’ 
LETTERS

GET YOUR VIEWS PUBLISHED!
Write to: The Editor, Trucking, Kelsey Publishing Group, 
PO Box 978, Peterborough, PE1 9FL, or email trucking.ed@
kelsey.co.uk. You must include your full name and postal 
address, which can be withheld upon request. Anonymous 
letters or those without addresses will not be published. Each 
month, the letter the editor judges to be Letter of the Month will 
win a fantastic model truck. We reserve the right to edit all 
published letters. No correspondence can be entered into.

A fine mess…
We are in contact with our 
local European MP with 
regards to extortionate fines 
which are being charged to 
UK hauliers in France and 
Spain. We understand that if an 
infringement has occurred, then 
there will be a penalty – but, for 
example, €2600 for running 10 
minutes over your drive time is 
not in line with the offence.

We have been told of many 
more instances and would like 
to hear from your readers if any 
of them have similar tales.

The UK haulage industry 
suffers enough from our 
European competition, and 
these fines need to be 
challenged promptly.

The foreign police know 
you need your vehicle, and 
given how important it is to 
deliver your customers’ goods 
on time, plus with language 
barriers to overcome, you are 
unlikely to challenge it in court 
– so hauliers are paying up!

I would love to know your 
readers’ views on this.
Karen Bancroft, by email

diversity and change. From 
the early days of roping and 
sheeting and taking fresh 
produce to London markets, 
through to carrying plant and 
machinery. He even had time 
to move the odd multi-million 
pound yacht.

For his final journey, it 
seemed perfectly fitting for him 
to be conveyed to his final 
resting place on the back of his 
own truck. The last load of a 
dying breed of driver. 
Emma Coles, by email

We are truly sorry to hear about 
your loss Emma, but are happy 
to publish your letter as part of 
the tribute to your father and his 
lifetime’s contribution to the 
industry. Thank you for sharing 
his story with us -ed.

Train to gain?
I am a professional LGV driver 
with 44 years’ experience, and 
although I would like to carry 
on for a few more years, I will 

Final journey
Sadly, we lost our Dad to 
cancer earlier this month. He 
was a life-long truck driver and 
an avid reader of your magazine. 
We wondered if you would 
consider running a short piece 
which would be such a fitting 
tribute to one of life’s greats. 

For his final journey, he was 
fittingly conveyed eight miles 
from Exeter to Crediton, in 
Devon, on the back of his own 
truck to his final resting place.

Ken James was what they 
call one of the ‘old school’ 
truck drivers. He had spent 
his entire working life on the 
road driving trucks – a job 
which he took great pride in. 

After over 40 years in the 
industry, he had seen great 

not be taking my Driver CPC 
for the following reasons.

I work for an agency, but 
work exclusively for one 
employer – a large fleet 
operator with a superb safety 
record and on-site workshop. 

In my time, I have done multi-
drop, long-distance and night 
trunking and shunting, and 
rope-and-sheet work for many 
employers, most of them 
household names.

At present, I drive wagon-
and-drag and artics to London 
shops, which demands a high 
level of concentration – 
especially now there are so 
many more cyclists whose 
sole purpose in life seems to 
be throwing themselves under 
my wheels. Of course, this 
self-righteous bunch of 
lawbreakers are not required 
to take any test or carry 
insurance, but are very quick 
to point the finger at the lorry 
driver when things go wrong. 
Another bone of contention for 

Ken James’ final journey 
with his own truck

Can you help the 
restorers of this truck?
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Letter of the month
FUEL DUTY DILEMMA

Twin-bunk Mercedes-
Benz 1936 V10 1988 is 

awaiting restoration

me is the insistence by the 
authorities on calling us 
professionals, when we must 
be the only group of people 
who work for just above the 
minimum wage, risking 
ridiculously high fines as well 
as our licences.

I read an article in the spring 
issue of your sister paper, 
Truckstop News, regarding 
vehicle checks. I wondered 
how many more times I will 
have to hear this, having had 
assessment after assessment 
by a multitude of highly 
respected firms.

My current employer, for 
whom I’ve worked for six years, 
assesses all of its drivers 
regularly and demands very 
high standards. The vehicles 
are fitted with FleetBoard, 
and bad driving is not 
tolerated. I dare say I could 
improve my driving, but in all 
my years I have never had 
the sack, and have held a 
clean licence since 1983.

For the few remaining 
years I would like to work, I 
am not prepared to take my 
Driver CPC as I consider it 
to be another back-door tax. 
The proof of this is the driver 
can sit the same module five 
times to qualify. The only 
requirement on the driver is 
to attend the course, and 
they do not have to prove 
they have learned anything.

In short, it’s a joke.
Brian Diprose, by email

Resto request
We are currently restoring a 
Mercedes-Benz 1936 V10 1988 

twin-bunk truck. The vehicle is 
an E-reg, and I was wondering 
if either you or any of Trucking’s 
readers would have any 
pictures available of this type 
of commercial vehicle from 
back in the day. It would be 
really helpful to have images 
which show what they used to 
look like when they were new.

The Merc 1936 V10 model 
wasn’t available in England. 
The sister model to this was 
the Merc 1635. I have attached 
a picture of our vehicle so you 

can see what it looks like.
Mark Allsop, by email

Thanks for your email, Mark.
I’m afraid we can’t put our 
hands on any relevant pictures 
in our archive, so we’ll put the 
call out to readers – if any of 
you can help Mark out with an 
image or two of a 1988 
Mercedes-Benz 1936 V10 
truck in good condition, please 
email them in to the usual 
address and we’ll forward them 
on to Mark –ed.

There has been a lot of debate in the press 
of late about whether or not the chancellor 
should reduce fuel duty. So far, we have been 
fortunate that he has agreed to freeze duty, 
rather than to raise or lower it.

Reducing the rate of duty on fuel would 
cost the government a significant amount of 
revenue, as such a reduction would apply to 
all vehicle owners.

There were 28.7 million cars registered 
in Great Britain on June 30, 2012, with an 
additional 5.9 million vehicles, including 
heavy goods, buses, light goods, vans and 
motorcycles – making a total of 34.6 million 
vehicle registrations at that point.

However, a solution which would maintain 
the majority of the government’s revenue, while 

helping the road transport industry (including 
bus and freight) appears relatively simple, 
although the Treasury may have different views

Could we not simply reduce the duty by four 
per cent and increase VAT on fuel to 25 per cent? 
In this way, essential road users would see a 
saving, which would pass on to consumers 
through lower transport costs, while not 
adversely affecting other road users who 
wouldn’t see a fuel increase.

Article 97 of Council Directive 2006/112/EC 
on the common system of value added tax 
requires the standard rate of VAT may not be 
less than 15 per cent, with one or two specified 
exceptions. The directive does not impose a 
maximum level of VAT.
Clive Aisbitt, RLR Services
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YOU & THE LAW
Got a legal query you need clearing up? Our resident  
expert is on hand to offer free professional advice
By David Glover
PHOTOGRAPHY VARIOUS

Trucking’s law experts at Marshall Glover can 
help with your legal queries. Each letter gets 

a personal reply and confidentiality is guaranteed. Write to: 
You & the Law, Trucking, Kelsey Publishing, PO Box 978, 
Peterborough, PE1 9FL or email trucking.ed@kelsey.co.uk. 
Alternatively, contact  
Marshall Glover direct on: 0844 8011422 or visit  
www.marshallglover.com

Please provide your name and address with  
all correspondence.
Disclaimer: No information in this column shall be  
construed as actionable legal advice and information  
is offered for general information purposes only, based  
on the current law when the article was first written.  
You should always seek advice from an appropriately 
qualified solicitor on any specific legal enquiry.

Marshall Glover

YOUR LEGAL QUESTIONS ANSWERED – FREE!

dismissal of an employee will  
be by reason of redundancy  
if it is “wholly or mainly 
attributable to the employer:
n Ceasing or intending to  
cease to carry on the business 
for the purposes for which the 
employee was employed by it 
(business closure) (section 
139(1)(a)(i), Employment Rights 
Act 1996 (“ERA”));
n Ceasing or intending to cease 
to carry on that business in the 
place where the employee was 
so employed (workplace 
closure) (section 139(1)(a)(ii), 
ERA); or
n Having a reduced requirement 
for employees to carry out work 
of a particular kind, or to do so 
at the place where the employee 
was employed to work (reduced 
requirement for employees) 
(section 139(1)(b), ERA).

Next, we need to look at the 
definition of “employee.”  

client and leave the tribunal  
to determine which, if either, 
actually employed the worker.

Tribunals which are presented 
with such cases have to make 
the decision whether or not  
a contract of service exists in 
the context of a tripartite 
relationship: that is, agency 
worker, employment agency, 
and client.

The employment agency  
is interposed between the 
agency worker and the client, 
and the functions normally 
found in a single employer  
are spread between two  
entities, each of which denies  
it is the employer.

The client receives the benefit 
of the agency worker’s work;  
the employment agency pays 
the agency worker for their 
work, and for arranging other 
employment-type benefits such 
as holidays and sick pay. If the 
agency worker is deemed to  
be an employee with at least 
two years’ service, they are 
therefore entitled to a statutory 
redundancy payment which is  
in addition to any contractual 
redundancy payment or any 
other benefits their employer 
may provide.

A redundancy situation can 
arise where an employer 
outsources work previously 
done by its employees, for 
example to agency workers. In 
such a scenario, although the 
need for the work remains and 
the same number of individuals  
may continue to do the work, 
the employer no longer needs 
employees to do that work.

An employee has the right not 
to be unfairly dismissed by their 
employer (see section 94, ERA). 
Generally, this right only applies 
after a qualifying period of 
service which, since April 6, 
2012 is two years, but remains 

at one year for all employees 
who started employment before 
that date.

In the circumstances, the 
transfer of out-sourced work 
from one employment agency to 
another is unlikely to give rise  
to a potential claim for 
redundancy, as there has  
been no cessation of work or 
business. Furthermore, there 
has been no reduction in the 
work available. In any event, to 
be entitled to a statutory 
redundancy payment, the driver 
would need the minimum two 
years’ service to qualify.

Daily rest

REDUCED PERIODS
One of the lads I work 
with seems to think you 

can reduce daily rest when 
you want, so long as you 
make up the time. Can this 
actually be the case?   

There are specific rules 
regarding daily rest, 

including what a ‘regular’ rest 
period is and when it can be 
‘reduced’. Daily rest is another 
area which can cause problems. 

A regular daily rest period is 
defined as meaning the daily 
period during which a driver 
may freely dispose of his time, 
and covers a ‘regular daily rest 
period’ and a ‘reduced daily  
rest period’. A ‘regular daily rest 
period’ means any period of rest 
of at least 11 hours. Alternatively, 
this regular daily rest period may 
be taken in two periods, the first 
of which must be an 
uninterrupted period of at least 
three hours, and the second an 
uninterrupted period of at least 
nine hours. This is sometimes 
referred to as a ‘split’ daily rest.

I am aware that there has 
been some concern among 
drivers that a ‘split’ daily rest  
can only be taken in connection 
with a ferry journey. If a driver is 
taking their daily rest in such a 
way that it is split into two 

Agency work

REDUNDANCY LAW
As an agency worker, 
what rights are there  

in relation to redundancy 
protection? I am aware of  
a situation where a driver 
“signed on” with an 
employment agency and  
was working on the same 
route for the same haulier  
for a year. It looks like the 
agency lost the contract  
with the haulier to someone 
else and stopped the driver’s 
arrangement, as the placement 
was no longer available.

Redundancy of agency 
workers is not a straight 

forward topic, and so what I 
have done is try to provide a 
background to the question. 
I must stress employment law is 
ever-changing, and this is only 

A contract of employment is an 
express (whether oral or written)  

or implied contract of service.

intended as an overview. The 
driver you refer to, or indeed  
any driver in this position,  
should seek specific advice.

With regard to the background, 
in a situation such as the one 
you describe, the question has 
since been posed as to whether 
or not the driver would have a 
valid claim for redundancy. At 
the outset, we need to look at 
the definition of “redundancy.”

The statutory definition of 
“redundancy” encompasses 
three different types of situation. 
These are business closure, 
workplace closure, and the 
reduction of workforce. The 

Section 230 of the Employment 
Rights Act 1996 (“ERA”) 
provides that an employee 
is an individual who has  
entered into, or works under,  
a contract of employment 
(section 230(1), ERA).

A contract of employment  
is an express (whether oral or 
written) or implied contract  
of service (or apprenticeship) 
(section 230(2), ERA). In 
determining whether an agency 
worker is an “employee” for  
the purposes of this definition, 
the solution is usually to issue 
proceedings against both the 
employment agency and the 
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periods as above, this does not 
have to be taken in connection 
with a ferry journey. 

A ‘reduced daily rest period’ 
means any period of rest of at 
least nine hours, but less than 
11 hours. A driver may have,  
at most, three reduced daily  
rest periods between any two 
weekly rest periods.

The relevant provision is 
Article 8 of Regulation 561/ 
2006 which states that within 
each period of 24 hours after  

rest period, that period may be 
interrupted not more than  
twice by other activities not 
exceeding one hour in total. 

the end of the previous daily  
rest period, or weekly rest 
period, a driver shall have taken 
a new daily rest period.

As stated above, if the portion 
of the daily rest period which 
falls within that 24-hour period  
is at least nine hours, but is less 
than 11 hours, the daily rest 
period in question shall be 
regarded as a reduced daily rest 
period. A daily rest period may 
be extended to make a regular 
weekly rest period or a reduced 
weekly rest period.

The regulations do indeed 
make a provision for daily rest  
to be taken in connection with  
a ferry or train journey. However, 
this is upon the condition that 
the driver has access to a bunk 
or couchette. The way in which 
a daily rest may be taken in 
connection with a ferry or train 
journey is as follows: a regular 
daily rest period – that is to say, 
a period of at least 11 hours 
– may be interrupted no more 
than twice, and for no more than 
a total of one hour, in connection 
with a ferry or train journey.

Article 9 is the relevant 
provision and states: “where a 
driver accompanies a vehicle 
which is transported by ferry or 
train, and takes a regular daily 

During that regular daily  
rest period, the driver shall  
have access to a bunk or 
couchette.” n

Can you please give an 
overview of regulations 

which are currently in place 
for importing a vehicle into 
the UK?

In order for a vehicle to 
be able to be used on UK 

roads, the vehicle must meet 
the following regulations:
n Road Vehicle (Construction 
and Use) Regulations 1986 
(as amended)
n Road Vehicle Lighting 
Regulations 1989 (as amended)

It must be demonstrated 
that the vehicle meets 
environmental and safety 
regulations, or that it has  
an exemption from the 
regulations if it is being 
permanently imported into  
the UK. 

This is likely to involve the 
following documentation:
n A copy of the European 
Certificate of Conformity  
or type approval certificate 

from the manufacturer or 
importer – suitable if it’s a 
right-hand-drive, UK 
specification vehicle; 
n And/or certificate of Mutual 
Recognition if the vehicle was 
approved and registered in 
the European Union (EU)

Also, it is essential that the 
following are complied with:
n Paying any VAT, duty or  
tax due;
n Insuring the vehicle with  
a motor insurer authorised  
in the UK;
n Registering the vehicle; 
there are special 
arrangements for commercial 
importers of new vehicles.

Only once these matters 
have been attended to can  
a vehicle be kept or used on 
UK public roads.

However, an exception  
to this would be driving it to 
prearranged appointments 
which are necessary in order 
to register it.

Vehicle imports

UK REGULATIONS
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REFRESHER 
COURSE

My company has recently 
lost a large contract, 

which is going to cause quite 
a few redundancies. The union 
has negotiated that the drivers 
who are about to lose their 
jobs will leave with the best 
possible chance of getting 
another job. 

The company has agreed, 
and offered to pay for training 
courses as part of our 
redundancy package. Most  
of the drivers have opted to 
complete their Driver CPC  
and obtain a full ADR. Some  
of us already have an ADR, 
although I only have two years 
left on mine.

I think I would have a better 
chance of getting a job with a 
full five years on my ADR, 
however my company told me 
I can’t take a refresher course 
until my ADR is in its fifth year. 
Is there any way I could get 
the full five years on it?

This should not be any 
problem for you at all. You 

can now take a refresher course 
at any time while your ADR is 
valid, although you must have at 
least five weeks left on it.

If you were to take a refresher 
course while you still had more 
than a year left on your ADR, 
your new certificate would be 
valid for five years from when 
the exams were marked. If you 
take a refresher course during 

the fifth year of your ADR, your 
new certificate will have a validity 
of five years plus whatever time is 
left on the original certificate. 

I am assuming your 
colleagues will be attending an 
ADR initial course. If this is the 
case, you could also attend this 
course, either as an initial 
candidate – in which case, you 
will receive an ADR driver 
training certificate valid for five 
years – or, if your certificate  
was in its fifth year, as a 
refresher candidate, in which 
case you could receive an  
ADR driver training certificate 
valid for five years plus whatever 
time was remaining on the 
original certificate. 

EXTRA TIME
My employer recently won 
a contract which involves 

carrying dangerous goods 
and all drivers are being sent 
to ADR courses. My problem 
is, I have dyslexia and am 
concerned about taking the 
exams. Is there ever any 
consideration given during 
exams to people with dyslexia?   

Due to your circumstances, 
you may be allowed extra 

time for your exams. However, 
this would only be considered 
by SQA if you can provide a 
psychologist report.

You should let your training 
provider know as soon as 
possible about this, in order that 
they can inform SQA and 
request the extra time for you. 

HIGH-
CONSEQUENCE 
LOADS

I have been given a card 
to carry, but I don’t really 

understand its meaning.  
It looks similar to a tanker 
hazard warning panel and 
says I am not allowed to open 
the doors until a police 
officer’s identity has been 
confirmed. Please could you 
tell me what this all means?

This is a ‘High Consequence 
Dangerous Load Card’. It 

isn’t actually an ADR requirement, 
however it has been developed 
by the police and VOSA to 
reduce the risk of terrorists 
gaining access to dangerous 
goods which could be used to 
cause mass destruction.

As an example, if you had a 
tanker carrying more than 3000 
litres of a packing group II 
Flammable Liquid such as 
Methanol, you would be 
considered to be carrying a 
high-consequence load. In this 
case, if you were pulled over by 
the police or DVSA, you should 
show them the card from behind 
your locked cab door. You 
should then get their name, 

ADR ADVICE
Our expert answers your questions concerning  
the movement of dangerous goods
By Keith Antrobus

number and station. Once you 
have this, you should call 999, 
explaining you are carrying a 
high-consequence load. They 
can then confirm whether the 
officer is legitimate or not.    

PUBLIC ROADS
I am a night shunter for a 
company. We have a 

loading area on one side of a 
public road, and a transport 
yard on the other side of the 
road. I load a vehicle with 
drums of nitric acid in the 
loading area, then cross the 
public road to park the vehicle 
in the transport yard.

As I actually drive on a public 
road, albeit for a very short 
time, should I have an ADR?

This actually depends on 
where the load is destined 

for. If it was going to another 
ADR member state, and as  
such was relevant to ADR,  
you would need an ADR Driver 
Training Certificate. 

If the load was destined for a 
location within the UK, and as 
such was subject to CDG rather 
than ADR, there is a derogation 
(RO-bi-UK-1) which permits the 
crossing of public roads, provided 
both parts are occupied by the 
same person. n

SEND US YOUR QUESTIONS
Please contact Altrain ADR with your dangerous goods questions 
by sending your query by email to: info@altrainadr.co.uk

The National Logistics
Training Consortium

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BECOME
A TRAINING PROVIDER?

Driver CPC, ADR, PDP
We can provide your training, your course

materials and even help � nd customers

Use your experience and become a
training provider

Altrain ADR / NLTC Stanney Mill Road, Ellesmere Port, Cheshire, CH2 4HX
Tel: 01244 545157  Web: altrainadr.co.uk  E mail: info@altrainadr.co.uk

• ADR Initial Courses
• ADR Refresher Courses • ADR Explosives

• PDP – Petroleum Driver Passport • Driver CPC
• DGSA – Training & Consultancy

Regular Courses in Ellesmere Port, 
Milton Keynes & Swansea.

ALTRAIN ADR
Driver Friendly Training

Discounts for Ex- UK MOD & Unite the Union Members
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TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN                   CALL THE VICTORIA REAY ON 01959 543593

Driver CPC comes into force for ALL 
truck drivers on September 9, 2014, by 
which time all drivers will need to 
have completed 35 hours of training in 
order to continue to drive 
professionally.
 
With the deadline for training fast 
approaching, we’re pretty sure that 
unless drivers start to act now, there 
won’t be enough capacity to train 
everyone before the 2014 deadline
 
Good courses are filling up fast, so 
don’t delay - book today to ensure you 
get hold of the most useful training 
before the deadline.
 
So to ensure you are not left without 
the training needed, find your local 
JAUPT approved training centre below 
to start your Driver CPC training today!

DRIVER CPC DIRECTORYDRIVER CPC DIRECTORY
NATIONWIDE

SCOTLAND

NORTH

MIDLANDS

SOUTH

WALES

To advertise your
DRIVER CPC

COURSES
from just £50.00

per month please call 
Victoria Reay on

01959 543 593

From September 
professional bus,  
coach and lorry 
drivers will be   

required to hold a Driver CPC licence
(Certificate of Professional Competence) 

Dalton Transport & 
Storage Limited
T: ANDY PHILLIPS
ON 07780 997893

CONTACT DTS FOR YOUR 
TRAINING FROM PRACTICAL 

TRAINERS WHO HAVE 
RECEIVED EXCELLENT 
REPORTS FROM JAUPT 

AUDITS. ARRANGEMENTS 
CAN BE MADE TO COME TO 
YOUR PREMISES FOR FIXED 

RATE COURSES - OR FOR 
INDIVIDUAL COURSE PRICES 

AT OUR OWN PREMISES.

NORTH  YORKSHIRELANCASHIRE

T: 0845 519 3605 
www.thetrainingservice.co.uk

Approved DRIVER CPC 
courses at our Lancashire 

training centre or let
us come to you with
our mobile service.

NORBERT 
DENTRESSANGLE 

ADR Training Centre
T: 01924 448 448

Offer combined ADR & 
DCPC (upto-28 hours)

initial course
Why only train for a DCPC, 
when you can train for an 
ADR on the same course

(7 hours) ADR/DCPC 
refresher course

WEST YORKSHIRE

Wallace School
of Transport

020 8453 3440
• Weekdays, Weekends & Intensive 
Courses • Your Site or Our London 

Centre - all welcome • Jaupt &
RTITB accredited for LGV & PCV
• Choice of Classroom & Practical 

Training • HGV Training
Provider since 1963

LONDON

T: 01793 951 523
www.huntmill-training.co.uk
DCPC 1 day, 5 day courses

ADR - DGSA
First Aid at Work
Manual Handling

Night Courses
On site or our site 

(various locations along the 
M 4 & London)

MOD and Reserve Forces 
Specialists.

WILTSHIRE & SWINDON

Huntmill Transport Training

0800 644 44 33
www.pdqrdrivercpc.co.uk

We offer courses in
Nottingham, Birmingham,
Lincoln, Bedford, St Albans
and Bristol in our JAUPT

approved training centres in 
a relaxed and comfortable

environment.
Prices from £65 inclusive of

VAT and DSA upload fee.
Please call today

NATIONWIDE

T: 01788 229 988
admin@mercury-network.co.uk
www.mercury-network.co.uk 

Mercury offers a professional 
CPC training service. We fully 

understand the needs of
drivers & operators. With
many external locations 
nationwide with dates 

available throughout the
year at competitive prices.

NATIONWIDE

RECRUITMENT NETWORK LTD

T: 0843 289 3211
www.thedrivercpc4u.com

Email: drivercpc4u@
hotmail.co.uk

Courses from £45.00 + VAT 
per driver (includes upload), 

at our premises or yours.
Other Training Available 
(Each min. 7 hours CPC): 
Management CPC, Driver 

Skills Card, Fork Lift, ALLMI 
Lorry Loader, ALLMI 
Slingers & Signallers.

NATIONWIDE

Mercedes Benz
T: 0800 090 090
www.mercedes-

benzdrivertraining.co.uk 
Looking for DCPC? Join us. 

Be a step above the rest.
We aim to provide training 

to a level far beyond the 
minimum demanded by the 

new legislation.
Classroom courses from 

only £90.

NATIONWIDE

Tel: 01707 395523
Enquiries@milebay.co.uk

www.milebay.co.uk
DRIVER CPC TRAINING
Flexible training times
JAUPT approved centre.

Discounts for FORS members.
Based in Welwyn Garden City.

GIVE US A CALL

HERTFORDSHIRE

Tachodisc
01925 283328

sales@tachodisc.co.uk
www.tachodisc.co.uk 

Train with the specialists. We 
have been training in Transport 

legislation and associated 
subjects for over 30 years. Call 
us today to find out about our 

loyalty scheme to assist drivers 
with the planning and payment 

of training courses.

NATIONWIDE

Telford College
TEL: 01952 642395

www.cpctrainingprovider.co.uk
All training delivered by 

Industry
experienced Trainers. 

We deliver to individuals or 
companies 

At our premises or yours
Choice of over 40 Courses

Including First Aid
Prices include upload fees

NATIONWIDE

The Chartered Institute of 
Logistics and Transport

T: 01536 740166
E: pd@ciltuk.org.uk
www.ciltuk.org.uk

 Pass your CPC with expert 
training from the industry 

leader- The Chartered Institute 
of Logistics and Transport. 

Enhance your chance of success 
by studying with the training 

provider delivering consistently 
high CPC pass rates.

NATIONWIDE

AA DriveTech
0845 345 9626

Call to book Driver CPC 
training with AA DriveTech, 

part of the AA.
* courses available 

nationwide
* prices start from £69 + 

upload fee
* 19 course subjects 

available

NATIONWIDE

NATIONWIDE

Trainucpc
T: 07460 074279

www.trainucpc.co.uk
E: mail@trainucpc.co.uk
 Trainucpc is a nationwide 

provider of driver cpc 
training and we are a JAUPT 
approved training centre. We 

can deliver onsite training 
or at our training centres in 
Essex, Suffolk and Norfolk
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Wigan Container Services

LICENCES LOST
Falsification of tachograph 
records have led to the 

father and sister of Wigan haulier 
Ian Nicholas, having their 
vocational LGV driving licences 
revoked, and their being 
disqualified from holding such 
licences for three years by traffic 
commissioner Beverley Bell.

Ian Nicholas, trading as Wigan 
Container Services, who holds a 
national licence for two vehicles 
and two trailers, had been called 
before the commissioner at a 
Golborne public inquiry. The 
commissioner was also 
considering action against the 
vocational driving licences of his 
father, Roy, and his sister, Louise 
Nicholas, and against transport 
manager, Debra Hale. At an earlier 
hearing, the commissioner 
suspended the vocational licence 
held by Roy Nicolas.

In March, Louise Nicholas 
pleaded guilty at Liverpool crown 
court to conspiring with her father 
to falsify tachograph records, 
being sentenced to five months’ 
imprisonment, suspended for two 
years, and ordered to do 240 
hours’ community service.

In March 2012, Roy Nicholas 
pleaded guilty to driving while 
disqualified, driving without 
insurance, using a tachograph 
interrupter switch, and speeding 
and tampering with a tachograph 
seal. He was sentenced at 
Liverpool crown court to eight 
months’ imprisonment, 
suspended for two years, was 
disqualified from driving for 12 
months and ordered to do 200 
hours’ community service.

The commissioner said DVSA 
had brought to her attention a 
further 17 serious offences, 
including falsification of tachograph 
records and use of an interrupter 
device. On January 27, a vehicle 
being driven by Roy Nicholas, 
while his vocational licence was 
suspended, was stopped by the 

police. In reply to the commissioner, 
Roy Nicholas said he accepted he 
had arranged for the interrupter 
switch to be fitted, though he 
would not say who had fitted it.

At the time, he had a six-month 
ban from driving, under the totting 
up procedure. He had not told his 
son about the interrupter switch or 
his driving ban. He had done it as 
he needed to work because his 
wife was unwell and he was the 
sole breadwinner.

After the commissioner had said 
it was one of the worst cases she 
had dealt with, Roy Nicholas said 
his son had sacked him on the 
spot. He had appeared before the 
commissioner previously when 
she had revoked his O-licence.

In reply to the commissioner, 
Louise Nicholas accepted she had 
falsified charts. She said she could 
not give an answer as to what 
went on and why. There was no 
motivation behind it. She did not 
know why it happened. She had 
not realised the full severity of 
what she had been doing.

Senior traffic examiner, Joanne 
Henharren, said the DVSA  
was carrying out a follow up 
investigation after the incident of 
January 27. There had also been 
an ‘S’ marked prohibition for a 
bald tyre imposed on one of Ian 
Nicholas’ vehicles on February 4.

The commissioner said it 
appeared the vehicle stopped by 
the police was taken off Ian 
Nicholas’ O-licence on January 
26, and put back on the licence on 
January 27. Interestingly, when the 
vehicle was stopped by the police, 
it was not on the O-licence. For 
Ian Nicholas, Laura Hadzik said  
it was taken off the licence as it  
was intended to be used by Roy 
Nicholas on the dock area. It was 
put back on the licence following 
the incident.

After it was said that it had been 
thought the dock area was private 
land, the commissioner said that 
in regard to the suspension order, 
there was no distinction between 
public roads and private land. 

Making the revocation and 
suspension orders against Roy 
Nicholas, the commissioner said 
that normally she would have 
disqualified him for six years.

However, she took account of 
the fact he was almost 65 years 
old, so she suspected this was a 
sad end to his lorry driving career. 
He was very lucky he had not 
been prosecuted by DVSA. She 
could not see any reason why 
they had not, and she would be 
writing to them about it.

Making the revocation and 
suspension orders against Louise 
Nicholas, the commissioner said 
she had taken part in a very 
serious deception. She had 
deliberately conspired to hide 
drivers’ hours abuse. She was 
satisfied Louise Nicholas had 
been set a very bad example of 
how to act by her father.

Normally, she would have 
disqualified her for five years, but 
she had reduced it to three years 
on the basis that, to a large extent, 
she had been influenced by her 
father in a very negative way.

Finally, the commissioner 
adjourned proceedings against 
Ian Nicholas and his transport 
manager for three weeks.

Leslie and Lynne Bettley

DISQUALIFICATION 
ORDERS QUASHED

The two-year disqualification 
from holding or obtaining  

an O-licence of Llangefni-based 
Leslie and Lynne Bettley after  
their three-vehicle international 
licence was revoked by deputy 
traffic commissioner Jim Astle, 
has been quashed by the upper 
tribunal on appeal. The tribunal 
also reduced Leslie Bettley’s 
disqualification from acting as  
a transport manager from two 
years to six months.

Evidence was given before the 
deputy commissioner that when a 
VOSA traffic examiner analysed 
48 tachograph records in the 
name of Mr Bettley, it became 
apparent there was a total of  
43 km unaccounted for. When the 
traffic examiner met with Mr and 
Mrs Bettley at their home address, 
she explained her findings. Mr 
Bettley then pointed to two further 
tachograph charts which were on 

COURT & INQUIRY
News straight from the courtrooms of the 
haulage industry’s latest legal cases 
By Michael Jewell
PHOTOGRAPHY DOUGIE RANKINE

the mantelpiece. The driver’s 
name had not been entered in the 
centrefield, and Mr Bettley 
commented to Mrs Bettley that 
she had forgotten to write her 
name on the charts. Mrs Bettley 
then proceeded to write her name 
on both tachograph charts in the 
presence of the traffic examiner. 
The two tachograph charts 
accounted for the missing 43 km.

However, the traffic examiner 
then requested production of 
quarry tickets and, on checking 
the documentation, it became 
apparent Mr Bettley’s name was 
printed on both documents as the 
driver at a time when, according  
to the two recently produced 
tachograph charts, Mrs Bettley 
was purporting to be the driver.

As a result of Mrs Bettley putting 
her name onto the tachograph 
charts, a daily rest offence by  
Mr Bettley was concealed.

When interviewed, Mr Bettley 
agreed both charts upon which 
Mrs Bettley had written her name 
were, in fact, records of his driving 
and other work. Mr Bettley 
explained that, for financial 
reasons, he could not turn down 
the work involved.

The intention was that Mrs Bettley 
would drive but, due to an injury 

This was a sad end to his lorry driving 
career. He was very lucky he had 

not been prosecuted by DVSA.
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Alfonso Amitrano, a 
director of Southall- 

based Sorrento Express Ltd, 
was disqualified from holding  
or obtaining an O-licence for 
three months after the 
company’s five-vehicle licence 
was revoked by traffic 
commissioner Nick Denton.

The company was called 
before the commissioner at  
an Eastbourne public inquiry. 
Evidence was given by police 
officers and DVSA vehicle and 
traffic examiners that drivers 
were frequently breaking driver’s 
hours rules by not taking correct 
breaks or the required minimum 
daily and weekly rest periods.

Drivers were driving without 
using the tachograph to record 
their journeys. Drivers had been 
prosecuted and issued with fixed 
penalty notices for drivers’ hours 
offences. Two safety-critical 
prohibition notices were issued 
to vehicles in September 2013, 
one of which was for serious 
brake and tyre defects. A vehicle 
stopped in the same month was 
issued with a prohibition notice 
for numerous defects, including 
two items likely to cause injury.

Maintenance procedures for 
keeping vehicles roadworthy 
were unsatisfactory, including 
inadequate driver defect 
reporting. Vehicles were parked 
at residential addresses when 
they were not authorised to  
do so. A vehicle was found  
to be overloaded in July 2012. 
Making the revocation and 

disqualification orders, the 
commissioner said there  
had been a widespread and 
sustained failure to comply with 
rules governing the operation of 
goods vehicles. Mr Amitrano 
was given many opportunities 
to comply with driver’s hours 
rules, yet had failed to take any 
of them. The whole operational 
model of Sorrento Express Ltd 
appeared to have been based 
on non-compliance.

Drivers were regularly given 
schedules they could not 
possibly complete within the 
driver’s hours rules. They  
could only complete them by 
driving for periods significantly 
exceeding 4.5 hours without  
a proper break, by driving 
without a chart inserted in the 
tachograph at all, and by taking 
their vehicles home at the end 
of the day rather than driving 
back to the operating centre.

Operations had been carried 
out, and were still being carried 
out, in vehicles which had 
substantial numbers of 
significant defects, such as 
jagged edges, missing mirrors 
and lights, and illegal tyres. In  
its inaction over many months 
– despite visits and advice from 
both VOSA and the police,  
and despite numerous fixed 
penalties and prohibitions for 
both driver’s hours 
infringements and vehicle 
roadworthiness failings – the 
company had shown it was  
not fit to hold an O-licence.

she had sustained to her ankle 
and foot, she was unable to 
change gear properly and so he 
found himself having to drive 
instead. In revoking the licence, 
the deputy commissioner decided 
all the disqualifications were 
necessary “because of the  
serious and repeated nature of  
the breaches of the operator 
licensing regime”.

Before the tribunal, James 
Backhouse, for the partners, 
argued that a two-year 
disqualification was so 
disproportionate as to be outside 
the scope of the sort of decision  
a reasonable traffic commissioner 
– having regard to the undisputed 
facts, the cooperation and remorse 
shown, and the partner’s previous 
unblemished regulatory history – 
would have made.

In its decision, the tribunal said 
there was no relevant adverse 
regulatory history, despite many 
years in the industry. This was  
not a case of systemic or 
systematic dishonesty perpetrated 
over time with the intention of 
deceiving a traffic examiner, should 
tachograph records be examined.

The two tachograph records 
were on the mantelpiece when the 
traffic examiner arrived looking for 

an explanation for the relatively 
moderate missing mileage.

There might have been some 
pre-meditation in leaving the 
tachograph records blank, but  
the insertion of Mrs Bettley’s  
name was clearly impulsive, and 
done in the presence of the traffic 
examiner. The extent of the 
deception was comparatively 
limited and contained, and was 
easily discovered.

There was little attempt, then, 
to maintain the deception, and 
admission and apology soon 
followed. It was a ‘one-off’ 
incident, with a number of positive 
or redeeming factors to be 
considered if a proper balancing 
exercise was undertaken.

It considered it overstated the 
case to proceed on the basis the 
partners “so acted on several 
occasions, rather than simply on 
one isolated occasion” or that the 
breach was “so serious and 
repeated”. In concluding the 
partnership was likely in the 
immediate future to succumb  
to temptation to commit similar 
breaches for financial gain, 
because Mr and Mrs Bettley  
“have repeatedly committed such 
breaches”, it feared the deputy 
commissioner went too far, and 

SPONSORED BY

had proceeded on an erroneous 
basis which failed to properly 
recognise the isolated and limited 
extent of the falsification.

The tribunal concluded the 
two-year disqualification from 
holding or obtaining an O-licence, 
or from serving as a transport 
manager, was so disproportionate 
as to be plainly wrong on the facts.

Had there been a disqualification 
from holding or obtaining an 
O-licence for, say, six months,  
the tribunal might have drawn 
back from interfering, given  
that any attempt to deceive a 
VOSA official would generally 
warrant revocation and might  
also warrant disqualification.

The revocation was not 
challenged, but it did not consider 
that the disqualifications from 

holding or obtaining an  
O-licence were necessary in  
all the circumstances. Having 
found loss of repute in relation  
to Mr Bettley’s role as transport 
manager, which was not 
challenged, the deputy 
commissioner was obliged to 
disqualify him.

The tribunal had decided to 
substitute a disqualification of  
six months from the date of the 
deputy commissioner’s decision. 
A longer period of disqualification 
was not proportionate or 
appropriate, because Mr Bettley 
had a history of acting as a 
transport manager for many years 
without previous detriment to his 
repute. There was also a further 
number of significant positive 
factors to place in the balance. n

Drivers were regularly given 
schedules they could not possibly 

complete within driver’s hours rules.

Alfonso Amitrano/Sorrento Express Ltd
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Owner’s story: Andrew Robinson’s Scania 112M

Robbo’s resto

trades as Blue Line Auto Logistics, you’d 
think when Andrew Robinson (aka 
‘Robbo’) decided he wanted to buy, 
restore and ultimately use an old Swedish 
truck to promote his firm, the answer 
would be obvious. But not so! 

“I drove this same 1986 Scania 112M 
when I worked for J&A Transport of 
Colne,” says Andrew. “What also 
attracted me was the tag-axle, making it 
a lot rarer – you don’t see many today. 
Scania (UK) Ltd wanted to display it on 
its stand at Truckfest at Peterborough.” 

Rare-breed Scania is 
brought back from  
the brink.

A tag-axle Scania 
112M was the 

truck of choice for 
Andrew Robinson 

when he wanted a 
truck to restore.

Volvo or Scania? It’s a choice 
many hauliers have wrestled 
with over the years. 

With a fleet of seven Volvo 
FHs already based at his yard where he 
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Now 45 and boss of his own haulage 
business, truck and car repair facility 
based on the Ingleton Industrial Estate 
beside the A65 in West Yorkshire, Andrew 
traces his fondness for Scanias back to 
when he was 11 and rode with his dad in 
a Scania 111, owned by Ingleton-based 
firm William Baines.

By the time he was 16, Andrew was a 
mechanic for Howarth Brothers of 
Ingleton, which had 16 ERFs powered by 
Gardner engines he recalls ‘running oil 
slicks’ in terms of the ‘black gold’ they left 
on the workshop floor. But this valuable 
learning experience stood him in good 
stead later, when stranded on the 

Continent with no one to assist him and 
he had to carry out improvised, roadside 
repairs.  Aged 18, a spell driving a 1986 
Merc 814 for Ree Distribution of Kendal 
provided Andrew with his first landing on 
foreign soil – postponed when the P&O 
ferry caught fire, with many passengers 
and crew – including Andrew – 
evacuated by helicopter.   

In 1990, he passed his HGV test a 
week after his 21st birthday and found 
fresh employment with D Bradshaw & 
Son of Cowan Bridge, riding high in a 
famed Volvo F88. “A real beauty that 
came with a 16-speed gearbox, which 
we used on general haulage and also 

milk deliveries,” Andrew remembers. “But 
then I went to work for William Baines 
driving a Scania 112M, although when I 
look back, this had the less powerful 305 
engine than the engine in the truck I’ve 
now restored.”

When tanker work tailed off following 
the demise of the Milk Marketing Board, 
Andrew had a spell on tipper work out of 
Ingleton quarry, working for Kevin Guy 
Transport of Colne driving a Seddon 
Atkinson 401, which he says: “Went like 
hell with a 290 Cummins. 

“I loved that truck!” 
A few years later, he took up a new job 

offer with J&A Transport of Colne that 
allowed him to sample both Volvos and 
Scanias, as the drivers swapped around, 
depending on what type of work was on 
offer when they started their shifts.  

“I often drove a Volvo F12 on brick and 
timber delivery work, which took me all 
over the UK,” Andrew explains. “Then the 
Scania 112M I own today came my way, 
bought second-hand at seven years-old 
for forestry work, where the tag-axle 
came in into its own when negotiating 
soggy ground.”     

Powered by the optional 11-litre, 
intercooled, DS11 15 mid-range 333 bhp 
engine and GR870 10-speed, range 
change gearbox, Scania identified this as 
its P112 M6 6x2RS model with lift/tag-axle 
to save on tyre wear and improve 
progress over loose, uneven ground. 

“Having the 333 bhp engine was 
mind-blowing, as this was a huge 
improvement over the 305 bhp engine in 

The truck was in 
need of some serious 
work to get it to 
show standard when 
Andrew first saw it.

Andrew has a background as a mechanic, and that 
certainly helped him with the restoration project.
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Classic Operator: Beedie Brothers
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Firm favourite

particularly old truck. To prove the point, 
quite a few are still in working service. 
Plus the original power output of 470 bhp 
is still more than most general-purpose 
tractor units today, in 2014. You get the 
full 470 horses too, not like some 
restricted Euro 5 lump with a badge on 
the side proclaiming it’s packing well over 
400 bhp, but is really having a fair portion 

of that sucked out by the emission control 
systems before it ever hits the road. Are 
we wrong? 

They’re not as popular in preservation 
as the arch rival Scania V8-series is, but 
then what is? That isn’t to say one truck is 
better than the other – that’s a debate that 
will run endlessly. But when an 
outstanding restored F16 suddenly 

Beedie Brothers’ restored F16 
is the pride of their fleet.

Despite the age of 
these old Volvos, 
the F16 is still a 

formidable truck 
and they cen 

see off many a 
younger upstart!

The Volvo F16 was one of the 
original big power trucks from 
the golden age of trucking. 
They can still cut it today, even 

though more than quarter of a century 
has passed since they were launched. 
Design-wise, the Globetrotter cab has 
dated well and your average bloke on the 
street wouldn’t mark one out as a 
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appeared – seemingly from nowhere – 
Classic Truck was on the case quicker 
than, well a Volvo F16 unfettered by a 
speed limiter!

On a sunny autumn Sunday we found 
ourselves outside the premises of Beedie 
Brothers in Aberdeenshire. The only 
problem is nobody was there. The white, 
all-Volvo FH fleet was parked up, with not 

a single Beedie brother to be seen. Then 
the phone rang. It was the younger of the 
two brothers Stuart Beedie who explained 
they were at a bash the previous night, 
laid on by the local Volvo dealer – and 
there was a free bar! 

Enough said. Life is too short and time 
too precious, especially in the haulage 
industry, not to take advantage of rare 

opportunities such as a free bar. We’d 
actually clocked their Volvos – F16 
included – at Truckfest Scotland in July, 
but there was nobody to be seen when 
we passed by. Happily, Stuart emailed us 
about the just-completed F16 a week 
later and we were able to arrange a visit. 

Stuart soon appears, along with older 
brother Alan and younger cousin Jack 
who at the age of 17 had only passed his 
car test two days previously. He has, 
however, been moving artics around the 
yard since he could reach the pedals, so 
it’s likely he’ll follow in the footsteps of his 
older cousins as soon as he is able. 
Father Joe had opted to enjoy a lie-in, to 
recover from the complimentary 
refreshments of the night before, but he 
appeared later on looking none-the-
worse for wear. We left to make the short 
trip down to the docks at their hometown, 
the village of Rosehearty, which proved 
the perfect backdrop to shoot some 
photos of the F16.

Beedie Brothers grew from the ashes of 
a firm named Henderson Haulage in July 
1997. Over the years, Henderson and 
then Beedie Brothers ran a mixed fleet of 
trucks, from MAN, Iveco, Scania, DAF 
and Volvo. Dad was the operator license 
holder and transport manager, while wife 
and mother Lorna took care of the 
accounts and book-keeping. Lorna sadly 
passed away in February 2011 after a 
brave battle with cancer.

The fleet today is all Volvo, including 
one trusty old FH with two million 

The big banger Volvos are not the most popular 
trucks on the preservation circuit, but more 
people are seeing the value in restoring them.

Cleanliness is next to 
godliness and if there's one 
thing the Beedie Brothers are 
keen on is a fleet kept smart.

“Beedie Brothers 
grew from the ashes 
of a firm named 
Henderson Haulage 
in July 1997.”
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Classic tale: DAF 2800

His dad’s 
pride and joy
Gerald Sichel remembers when his 
owner-driver dad ran a new DAF 2800.

ABOVE An operative detaches the crane’s 
cable used to load this cement mixer 
drum onto Alan’s trailer. BELOW A young 
Gerald (aged five) stands proudly in front 
of his father’s DAF. 

The young lad is Gerald’s younger brother Peter, 
sitting on his father’s lap. “Incidentally,” says 

Gerald, “my brother has no interest in lorries!”
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ABOVE The model of owner-driver Alan Sichel’s 
truck is a perfect replica.

ABOVE Where have we seen that red 
watering can before?

A silo is the load here.  
Note the watering can slung 

under the front of the cab!

Alan used to haul 
anything. Here his 

DAF is pulling a bulk 
tanker loaded with 

industrial sand.

Reader Gerald Sichel recently 
contacted Classic Truck about a 
DAF his dad Alan used to run. “I 
don’t know if you are interested 

for a future issue, but my father used to run 
a brand-new DAF 2800 on a T-plate, fitted 
with the Fuller ’box. He used it for traction-
only, but hauled anything. My father pulled a 
lot for Ron Gander of Henfield, Sussex.

“A close friend has just built a 1/24 scale 
model of it. We had to get the paint code 
from DAF’s archive department in Eindhoven. 
I have several photos of it. He had a 2600 
before that too. It’s his birthday in February 
and it would be great to present him with the 
model and an article on his DAF! My dad ran 
as Alan & Sons International from Burgess 
Hill, West Sussex. My dad has since retired 
to Brittany, France, and I live in Cornwall and 
am a night trunker for Samworth Bros 
(Ginsters). The model was built by a very 
good friend of mine, Scott Norwood. If you 
could mention him that would be a nice 
surprise for him too – he also buys your 
great magazine. He drives a very smart 
Scania V8 for AJ Edwards, running out of 
Market Drayton.”

Thanks for sharing this with Classic Truck, 
Gerald. We wish your father Alan a very 
Happy Birthday and hope he enjoys the 
model of his old steed! 
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Frozen 
assets

Gibb’s of Fraserburgh started life 
in 1896, founded by James 
Gibb with horse and cart, 
carrying fish in the town of 

Fraserburgh. Gibb’s grew so successful 
over the years that their competition, 
Sutherlands of Peterhead, felt the need to 
buy them out. Tommy Gibb returned to 
farming and Jimmy worked for Sutherlands 
as a manager. 

When nationalisation occurred in the 
early 1950’s, though Sutherlands were 
taken over by BRS, the Gibb family moved 
into the coach business until the 
nationalisation restrictions were eased, and 

Gibb’s of Fraserburgh was once a major 
force in chilled distribution.

My dad’s fridge van trailer 
when it was new. He was 
very proud of it.
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the buses were replaced with two ex-BRS 
trucks. They were back in the haulage 
business and by 1959 they had a very 
large fleet. 

Gibbs’s operation included hauling paper 
from mills in Aberdeen and timber from 
local forests, while the bulk of their work 
was hauling fresh fish, following the fishing 
fleet around the country. Using 
demountable insulated containers meant 
they could be removed, so the trucks could 
be used for general haulage as well. 

Once the decision was made to 
concentrate on fridge work alone, Gibb’s 
turned to local firm Gray & Adams to 

source custom-built fridge trailers cooled 
by gas-powered refrigeration units. With 
the capacity for artics increasing, Gibb’s 
phased out their rigids for an almost all 
Atkinson Borderer fleet in the ’60s. 

ABOVE A young Scott Retalic posing in Scrabster, aged around 8.

ABOVE Bunkering at Crooklands, J36 on the M6. What a queue!

ABOVE Delivering fresh meat to Swifts of Bristol.

As frozen food became more popular, 
top-quality hauliers working in this field 
were in high demand. With Gibb’s growing 
reputation within the haulage industry, 
frozen food companies such as Findus and 
Birds Eye used the firm to have their goods 
delivered safely and on time. 

With Findus based in Grimsby, Gibbs’s 
drivers were often away for a month at a 
time, sleeping in digs as in those days (the 
1960s), day cabs were the norm. 

The trucks would return to Fraserburgh 
once a month over a weekend for a 
service, before leaving on Monday to do it 
all over again. 

“With Gibb’s growing 
reputation within the 
haulage industry, frozen food 
companies such as Findus 
and Birds Eye used the firm 
to have their goods delivered 
safely and on time”

p44-48 Classic Co. Profile sh.indd   45 28/01/2014   11:16

CLASSIC OPERATORS



CLASSIC TRUCK  INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER & NAVISTAR

76  TRUCKING June 2014 www.truckingmag.co.uk

RICH HARVEST
In a three-part series, we look at International Harvester, its 1986 reconstitution 
as Navistar International, and a heritage of 183 years of market leadership  
By Ed Burrows
PHOTOGRAPHY GEORGE KIRKHAM/OLDINTERNATIONALTRUCKS.CA, NIELS JANSEN, NAVISTAR INTERNATIONAL

2

1

In marked contrast to the more functional 
styling of earlier Internationals, the owner-
operator ‘retro-classic’ LoneStar became 
Navistar’s flagship in 2009. Engines are 
Cummins ISX15s up to 600 bhp: its more 
conservative 9900i flat radiator 
stablemate has up to 550 bhp

O
bstinacy can be constructive 
– or destructive. Cyrus 
McCormick’s obstinacy paid 
off in 1831, three decades 
before the American Civil 

War. What he came up with led to a 
revolution in world food production – 
and the eventual creation of a titan 
among US truck makers.

Working on the family farm, Cyrus 
McCormick was obsessed with devising 
a way of harvesting grain crops which 
would put an end to the back-aching 

work of wielding the curved blade of a 
sickle. He invented a mechanical reaper 
drawn by draught animals. The truck 
manufacturer which traces its history 
back to the McCormick reaper is Navistar 
International, for much of the 20th 
century known as International Harvester.

Due to the destructive obstinacy of a 
now departed CEO – a career manager 
who seemed to believe he knew better 
than his engineering team – Navistar is 
currently in difficulties to the tune of a 
$410 million loss for 2013, compared to a 
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3

The first rugged-duty dumper 
chassis were built in the mid-
1920s. Ten years later, IH’s 
first six-wheeler appeared. In 
the 1950s and ’60s, IH built 
4x2 mine-haul dumpers 
grossing up to 82 tons

OFF-ROAD SPECIALS
1. Cyrus McCormick invented his mechanical reaper 
in 1831, when he was 22. Three decades later, he 
introduced this self-raking version
2. 1933 saw the launch of the C Series, which ran 
from a light station-wagon and pickup-style trucks
to artic tractors
3. The Six-Speed Special of 1928 was the first truck 
equipped with a two-speed rear axle. Four years before, 
International gave the world replaceable wet cylinder liners

FARM 
MACHINES

Alongside harvesting machinery, 
from 1908 tractors were built 

under the McCormick-Deering 
and Farmall names. After the 
mid-1980s split, the farm side 

became Case-IH, and 
the trucks Navistar 

International.

major US corporations. But for now, let 
us celebrate IH’s glory days – then in 
subsequent issues of Trucking, we will 
look at Navistar International, and 
finally International’s operations outside 
North America. 

As well as a mechanical innovator, 
Cyrus McCormick was ahead of his time 
as a clever and perceptive marketer. In 
keeping with the visionary course he 
had set the business on, International 
Harvester’s first motor vehicles were 
designed to appeal to its captive 

$590 million profit for 2011. The cause 
of the decline goes back to 2001, when 
the US Environmental Protection Agency 
imposed a 90 per cent reduction in 
nitrogen oxide and carbon particulates 
emissions to be achieved by 2010. 

Instead of employing emissions 
reduction solutions adopted in Europe 
and by other US manufacturers, Navistar’s 
former boss decreed it would use exhaust 
gas recirculation. It didn’t work, forcing 

and engine side was restructured as 
Navistar, and the farm tractor and 
agriculture side was sold off, together 
with the International Harvester name 
and IH trademark. The IH glory days 
were gone. And make no mistake, glorious 
they had certainly been. International 
Harvester had a legacy of leadership in 
the mechanisation of agriculture, had 
ranked as one of America’s biggest 
industrial corporations and, alongside 

The red ‘i’ over black ‘H’ logotype, introduced in 
1945, was as recognisable as the signatures of 

Ford, Kellogg, Coca-Cola, Esso and Goodyear.

a switch from its own MaxxForce engines 
to Cummins units for some models, and 
licensing Cummins technology for 
engines it continues to build in-house. 
Suffice it to say, the challenges of 
turning things around are immense.

This is not the first time the business 
has been on the edge in its 183-year 
history. An epoch-ending restructuring 
took place in the mid-1980s: the truck 

farm machinery and trucks, built 
bulldozers, mine dumpers, industrial gas 
turbines and pickups.

A household name, it even built 
domestic refrigerators and sponsored 
prime-time national network TV shows. 
The red ‘i’ over black ‘H’ logotype, 
introduced in 1945, was as recognisable 
as the signatures of Ford, Kellogg, 
Coca-Cola, Esso, Goodyear and other 
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OVERSEAS WORK
4. The D Series, in capacities from half a ton to 10 tons, 
debuted in 1937. A long-hood version followed a year 
later, in Cummins-engined ‘West Coast’ spec
5. International’s K Series entered production in 1940, 
and continued in upgraded form until 1949. It was 
copied by both China and Russia from examples 
received from the US during WWII
6. V-Line conventionals and cabovers appeared in 1956; 
the designation indicated the installation of IH V8 diesel

4

5 6

IH’s all-new L Series was introduced 
in 1950. Like its predecessors, it 
embraced everything from pickups 
to semi-tractors

Seen here before it was restored, this 1946 
model KR-11 belongs to collector George 
Kirkham. He also has a parts operation 
serving owners of old IHs, and a Navistar 
International dealership and hire fleet 

By the mid-1930s, the range comprised 18 models, 
extending from a half-ton pickup to a 10-ton 

six-wheeler with a Hendrickson bogie.

market – farmers. The first Auto Buggies, 
some with wheels of over 1 m in 
diameter – exceptional for gasoline-
engined vehicle at the time – entered 
production in 1907. The 20 horsepower, 
horizontally opposed two-cylinder 
air-cooled engine was installed under 
the driver’s seat, and drive was by chain 

to the rear wheels. Two years later, a 
derivative with a load platform – the 
Auto Wagon – appeared.

The year 1915 saw the first proper 
truck, with a front-mounted four-
cylinder engine and shaft drive. 
Development progressed apace during 
the 1920s, with six-cylinder engines, 

four-wheel brakes, enclosed cabs and a 
world first: replaceable cylinder liners. 
By the decade’s end, annual production 
reached 50,000 trucks, but dipped after 
the Wall Street Crash.

By the mid-1930s, the range 
comprised 18 models, extending from 
a half-ton pickup to a 10-ton six-wheeler 
with a Hendrickson bogie. This was 
soon followed by the addition of a 
cabover option, and a total revamp of 
the medium-duty normal-control 
models, with rounded styling and a 
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V-windscreen in place of a single flat 
glass panel. 

Options open
At the heavy-duty end of the range, the 
flat radiator, open-cab-sides AR Series 
6x4 dumper chassis introduced in 1937 
remained in production until 1946. In 
the late 1930s, annual production hit 
100,000 units, helped by a carefully 
established nationwide dealer network. 
This exploited the Midwest location of 
IH’s factories, which gave easier trans-

continental reach than West Coast 
makes like Kenworth, and Eastern 
makes like Mack.

To accommodate the higher power 
output requirements of Western 
operators, Cummins engines were 
available as options from 1938. 
Beyond that, a plant opened in 
Emeryville, California in 1947 
producing flat radiator, 
split-windscreen W Series 
‘Western’ trucks. Highway models 
grossed 15-20 tons; logging 

7 EARLY DESIGNS
7. Featuring a low-step height tilt cab and one-piece 
windscreen, 1973’s medium/light Cargostar range 
remained in production until the make was 
reconstituted as Navistar in 1986
8. W Series ‘West Coast’ trucks and long-haul tractors 
were introduced in 1947. The propane-fuelled version 
of the Hall-Scott 400 option – the biggest truck engine 
of the period – produced over 300 bhp

TOP
WEBSITE

George Kirkham has to be 
IH enthusiast #1. His interests 
span a Navistar International 

dealership, and over 50 restored 
IHs from 1913 onwards. Website 
www.oldinternationaltrucks.ca 

(his own) is a definite 
must-visit.

8
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and other off-highway hauling tasks 
grossed up to 45 tons. Advertised as 
breathing easy up to 7000 ft, power units 
included the highest output truck engine 
available in the late 1940s: the Hall-Scott 
400, an 18-litre inline-six. The propane-
fuelled option offered by IH pumped out 
over 300 bhp at 1800 rpm.

If the term ‘classic’ defines trucks 
built from the beginning of World War 

Two onwards, and ‘vintage’ defines those 
built in the decades up to WWII, 
International’s first classic was the 
K-Series, introduced in 1940 and in 
production until 1949. At the time of its 
debut, International claimed to sell more 
trucks over two tons than the combined 
output of any three competitors. 
Two- and three-axle models came in a 
variety of wheelbases and tonnages. 

At the time of its debut, International claimed to 
sell more trucks over two tons than the combined 

output of any three competitors. 

Internationals have long been synonymous 
with severe-duty applications. This is a 
mid-1960s RDF-320 oilfield bed-truck 

Another IH Class 8 market 
leader, the long-haul Transtar 
cabover continued in production 
until the 1980s, when new 
vehicle length laws favoured 
normal-control tractors

POWER PLAY
9. The severe-duty Paystar line appeared in 1972. Cab 
and variations of engine hood and wings were used on 
Transtar long-haul tractors and no-frills S Series workhorses
10. A 1950s Western-spec snub-nose with dromedary-
type semi-trailer and two-axle trailer. The cab was the 
same as IH conventionals of the period
11. 1956 saw a new range of long-haul cabovers. Day/
sleeper cab and two- and three-axle specs were available 
with Cummins or Detroit engines of 300+ bhp

9 Series severe-duty and construction 
trucks. Also used by Diamond T and 
Hendrickson, it was not finally phased 
out by IH until the late 1960s. 

Swinging times
Another new 1950 introduction was a 
snub-nose cabover range which replaced 
the W Series West Coast long-haul 
tractors. Engines were Cummins, Buda 
or Hall-Scott. In 1955, the all-new low- 
step forward-control CO Series 
appeared. A year later, the snub-nose 

10 11

Wartime production included dump-
bodied five-tonners for the US army, 
powered by IH’s in-house 140 bhp ‘Red 
Diamond’ inline-six.

The 1950s saw the emergence of 15 
different model lines. With new front 
sheet metal and cab with integrated 
headlights and a one-piece curved 
windscreen, the normal-control L Series, 
introduced in 1950, spanned 87 light and 
medium tonnage specs. The same cab 
featured on the succeeding R Series 
range – and on V8-engined V and M 
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DESERT RANGES
12. 1982 F Series 8x4, a spec widely used in the 
US as an oilfield bed-truck. The image is from the 
extensive IH portfolio on George Kirkham’s 
oldinternationaltrucks.ca website
13. Loadstar two- and three-axle medium and heavy 
chassis were introduced in 1962. With progressively 
upgraded specs and refreshed front-end styling, production 
continued until 1977

UP
& DOWN

International’s long record 
of market leadership includes 

the DCOF-405, best-selling Class 
8 for four years in the 1960s. 

Until the recent emissions 
hiccup, Navistar held 20 

per cent of the Class 
8 segment.

12

13

long-haul tractor was replaced by a new 
Emeryville-built tractor line featuring 
high-mounted version of the CO’s tilt cab 
and 165-335 bhp Cummins diesels.

During the 1960s and 1970s, the 
entire model line-up was progressively 
replaced, first with wrap-round 
windscreen Loadstar medium/heavy 
conventionals, then with an all-new 
Transtar long-haul COE, followed by 
snub-nose Fleetstar heavies, severe-duty 
and long-haul Transtar conventionals, 
light/medium Cargostar low-entry step 

tilt cabs and the no-frills S Series. 
All told, the line-up covered 4x2, 6x4, 
8x4, and tri-drive 8x6 and 10x6 trucks, 
and tractors grossing from 2.5 to 90 tons 
powered by Cummins, Detroit and 
Caterpillar diesels up to 450 bhp, 
alongside IH’s own 190-215 bhp 
gasoline ‘sixes’ and 200 bhp V8 diesel.

Next month, Part two of the 
International story will feature 
Navistar. In turn, part three will explore 
past and present joint ventures and 
subsidiaries extending from Africa, the 

Middle East and India, to China, 
Australia and Brazil – not forgetting 
IH’s ownership of Seddon and Atkinson 
in Lancashire, and the Loadstar 
assembly in Doncaster. ■
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May 4-5, 2014
TRUCKFEST 

PETERBOROUGH
The biggest show of the Truckfest 

season kicks off at the East of England 
Showground. For details, visit 

www.truckfest.co.uk
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August 9-10, 2014
WESSEX 

TRUCK SHOW
Second outing for this new show with 
display trucks, trade stands, live music 

and more in Yeovil, Somerset. See 
www.wessextruckshow.co.uk

June 21-22, 2014
SUMMERLEA MODEL 

& TRUCK SHOW
Model truck displays and a mix of 
modern and vintage lorries at the 
Summerlea Museum of Scottish 

Industrial Life, Coatbridge.

July 26-27, 2014
CORNWALL

TRUCK SHOW
Lots to see and do for all the family at 

the Stithians Showground, Truro. 
Camping available. Details at

www.cornwalltruckshow.co.uk

July 5-6, 2014
TRUCKFEST SOUTH 

WEST & WALES
The show looks to be returning to the 

Three Counties Showground in 
Malvern this year. Details at 

www.truckfestsouthwest.co.uk

August 16-17, 2014
TRUCKFEST IRELAND
Truckfest heads to Northern Ireland, 

bringing show vehicles, monster 
trucks and celebrity guests to 

Balmoral Park, Lisburn. For details, 
head to www.truckfest.co.uk

August 2-3, 2014
TRUCKFEST 
SCOTLAND

Friendly faces at the Royal Highland 
Centre in Ingliston, Edinburgh.

Visit www.truckfest.co.uk
call 01775 768661

May 25-26, 2014
TRUCKMANIA!

This show taking place at Beaulieu 
promises a stellar line-up of 

commercial vehicles, plus displays 
from Big Foot, a model truck show 
and more. See www.beaulieu.co.uk

May 24-25, 2014
MID-ULSTER 

TRUCK FESTIVAL
Fantastic weekend for all the family at 
this friendly show, taking place at the 

Sperrin View Business Park, Maghera.
Visit www.midulstertruckers.co.uk

July 13, 2014
ALL-WALES TRUCK & 
TRANSPORT SHOW
Commercial vehicle show, monster 
truck action and tractor-pull at the 

Carmarthen Showground. Visit 
www.walestruckshow.com

July 16-20, 2014
THE WAR & 

PEACE REVIVAL
Check out one of the largest military 
vehicle spectaculars in the world at 

Folkestone Racecourse, Kent. Details 
at www.warandpeacerevival.co.uk

June 20-21, 2014
THIRSK TRUCK 

GATHERING
Exhibition of trucks old and new, plus 
trade stands and entertainment taking 
place in Thirsk, North Yorkshire. Visit 

www.thirsktruckgathering.co.uk

August 30-31, 2014
TRUCKFEST

ORIGINAL
The ‘original’ Truckfest returns to 

the Newark Showground, Newark. 
Visit www.truckfest.co.uk or call 
01775 768661 for more details

Fantastic weekend for all the family at 
this friendly show, taking place at the 

Sperrin View Business Park, Maghera.
Visit www.midulstertruckers.co.uk

We recommend you check events are still going ahead before setting out.

FREE PUBLICITY FOR YOUR SHOW!Holding a trucking event? Give us the details and we’ll try to include it. Send to: Trucking, Kelsey Publishing Group, PO Box 978, Peterborough,PE1 9FL or email information totrucking.ed@kelsey.co.uk

June 15, 2014
SWANSEA

TRUCK SHOW
Part of the Swansea Festival of 

Transport, there’ll be trucks galore on 
display in the city centre. Free to enter 
and exhibit. www.ntfwswansea.co.uk

June 14, 2014
ANGUS

TRUCK SHOW
Stunning commercials on display in 
Brechin, Angus. For details, email 

skeith79@icloud.com or visit 
www.theangusshow.com

September 6-7, 2014
SHROPSHIRE
TRUCK SHOW

Once again returning to the Oswestry 
Showground, this family-friendly 
show is not to be missed. See 

www.shropshiretruckshow.co.uk

September 10-11, 2014
CENEX LOW-CARBON 

VEHICLE EVENT
See the very latest low-carbon 

vehicle technology on display at the 
Millbrook testing ground. Visit 

www.cenex-lcv.co.uk for details

Once again returning to the Oswestry 

2014 BTRA TRUCK SHOW DATESPembrey, South Wales May 17-18Thruxton, Hampshire June 14-15
Donington Park, Derby August 24-25Snetterton, Norwich Sept 13-14
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For Owner-drivers turn 
to page 84

For Return loads turn 
to page 88
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Owner Operators Wanted
• 7 day payment terms - no hidden charges!
• Payment directly into bank by BACS
• Modern fl eet of liveried trailers
• Competitive trailer hire
• Consistent work including weekends and nights
• Low empty running and light work
• UK Backloads

Regular Return Loads
• Regular loads from all areas of UK
• Night work and weekend work available
• Tautliner, Box, Fridge and Flat work available
• Excellent rates
• Prompt payment by BACS

Contact us now to benefi t from our email load alert system.

Contact us now on: 01695 55 11 86
www.fahyfreight.com

Fahy Freight is part of the Driver Provider North West Ltd group of companies Unit 3c, Selby Place, Stanley Business Park, Skelmersdale, WN8 EEF 
Company Reg: 5970257 VAT No: 900 029 577       All goods Carried Under RHA (1998) Conditions of Carriage

FAHY FREIGHT

Contact Gary, Davie or Shaun. E-mail: info@corporateroadsolutions.com
Tel: Gary: 07725 259590 Davie: 07872 813709 Shaun: 07738 644281

• National Work
• Weekly Payments
• Round Trip & Seven Day
 Work Also Available
• Fuel Cards Provided

• Traction Only
• Trailer Hire
• Excellent Mileage Rates
• We Pay For All Loaded &   
 Empty Miles

FULL STARTER SET UP WITH FULL ADMIN SUPPORTFULL STARTER SET UP WITH FULL ADMIN SUPPORT

OWNER DRIVERS &
SMALL HAULIERS

REQUIRED
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OWNER DRIVERS AND HAULIERS

A bespoke 
sub-contractor
package from

MARITIME.
For a first-rate

deal CALL
TOM ON

07966 310210

WORK OUT OF: BRISTOL • FELIXSTOWE • DONCASTER
HAMS HALL • IMMINGHAM • LEEDS • LIVERPOOL

MANCHESTER • NORTHAMPTON • SOUTHAMPTON • SOUTH SHIELDS • THAMESPORT • TILBURY

TAILOR MADE TO MAXIMISE YOUR EARNINGS

maritimetransport.com/subbies

REGULAR
WORK,
GREAT

RETURNS

Trucking 240x188 JULY_Layout 1  08/07/2013  10:41  Page 1
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Love The Freedom
of the Open Road?
Then enjoy the freedom of our Owner

Driver Network!

We can provide long term opportunities for motivated, 
professional drivers operating their own vehicles to work in 

partnership with us and our customers.

Barron Wood Distribution is a well-established, � nancially
secure business that recognises the challenges faced by

smaller operators in today’s demanding environment.

Our owner drivers can benefi t from:
• 7 day payment terms

• Excellent weekly/annual earnings potential 
• Work available 52 weeks, 24/7 to suit

• Liveried trailer hire
• Preferential insurance arrangements

• Administration support • In cab communications
• Tacho analysis • Driver CPC Training

• O’licence support

Ready for a change? Feel you share our values and
are keen to join the team as a member
of our owner driver network?

For more details please call 01772 610160 or
complete the online enquiry form at:

www.barronwooddistribution.co.uk

10 Barronwood.indd   2 17/04/2014   12:22
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Applying for an Operator Licence? 
• Full Support Service • New & Variations.
• Sole/Partnership/Limited
• 1-50+ Vehicles.

Telephone: 0844 324 0854  E-mail: info@OpLicence.co.uk

Transport Managers
Nationwide Introductions

Operator Licensing Service
(Division of Classic Transport Consultancy Ltd.)

Contact Us if you are a Qualifi ed Transport Manager.......

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 

PLEASE CONTACT
VICTORIA REAY

 01959 543593
VICTORIA.REAY@KELSEY.CO.UK

Please contact – Paul Wells: 02920 483 300 transport@containerserviceswales.com

CONTAINER SERVICES WALES LTD
SPECIALISTS IN CONTAINERISED 
TRANSPORT, STORAGE, SALES

SUB CONTRACTORS / OWNER 
DRIVERS REQUIRED
For container haulage mainly from
southampton to south wales / west country

• Fuel Facilities • Weekly Payment • Generous Rates • Trailers Supplied
• Parking @ our Cardi�  depot (weekdays and weekends) 

PLEASE CONTACT
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CLASSIC TRUCK CAB-AHEAD-OF-ENGINE SPECIAL

VOLVO LOGGER 
PUMPS IT UP
JONES’ TYRE TECH 
KEEPS FH ON TRACK

TRACTOMAS
DOWN UNDER!
COLOSSAL COAL TRUCK 

ATTACKS THE OUTBACK DCPC
DIRECTORY

FIND THE BEST COURSES NEAR YOU

PLUS
WIN! IRT DVD BUMPER BOXETS

SCANIA V8s FOR LONDON MAYOR

GOV’S DRINK-DRIVE CRACKDOWN

PLUS
WIN! IRT DVD BUMPER BOXETS

SCANIA V8
GOV’S DRINK-DRIVE CRACKDOWN

THE GUIDE EVERY NEW TRUCK DRIVER MUST READ

HOW TO GET A

DRIVING JOB!
ESSENTIAL ADVICE

SPANISH DRIVE

NEW XF
RATED!

Is this the best 
DAF ever? Full 

review inside
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OFF-ROAD 
TRUCK TRIAL!
FRENCH MUD-FIGHT 

THRILLS & SPILLS

LIVESTOCK 
LEGENDS!
BERT CHRISTIE’S 
CATTLE-HAULING

 MASTERS

LIVESTOCK DOUBLE SCOTCH
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CAB-AHEAD-OF-ENGINE SPECIAL
CAB-AHEAD-OF-ENGINE SPECIAL

VOLVO LOGGER 
PUMPS IT UP
JONES’ TYRE TECH 
KEEPS FH ON TRACK DCPC

DIRECTORY

FIND THE BEST COURSES NEAR YOU

THE GUIDE EVERY NEW TRUCK DRIVER 
THE GUIDE EVERY NEW TRUCK DRIVER MUSTMUST READREAD

HOW TO GET AHOW TO GET AHOW TO GET AHOW TO GET AHOW TO GET A

DRIVING JOB!DRIVING JOB!DRIVING JOB!DRIVING JOB!
ESSENTIAL ADVICE

SPANISH DRIVE

NEW XF
RATED!

Is this the best 
DAF ever? Full DAF ever? Full 

review inside
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OFF-ROAD 
TRUCK TRIAL!
FRENCH MUD-FIGHT 

THRILLS & SPILLS

DRIVE SMARTER! TRUCK-MOUNTED CRANE TIPS
TRUCK-MOUNTED CRANE TIPS

BIG TOP STARSUS CIRCUS SPECIALS TAKE CENTRE STAGEIN THE NORTH EAST

AGGREGATE WIN!JOHNSTONE’S DAF CF85 & SCANIA P380 TIPPERS ON TRIAL TOUGH TEST!MAN’S MIGHTY MUCK-AWAY MASTER PUT THROUGH ITS PACES

DCPC 

DIRECTORY

FIND THE BEST COURSES NEAR YOU

AMERICA’SNUMBER 1HOW FREIGHTLINER’SVISION WON THE WEST!

AMERICA’S
CLASSIC TRUCK

February 2013
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PLUS!LEGAL & INSURANCE ADVICEARE UK ROADS RUINED? TRUCKFEST ORIGINAL

PLUS!LEGAL & INSURANCE ADVICEARE UK ROADS RUINED?TRUCKFEST ORIGINAL

CALL OF DUTY!
CALL 
CUSTOM KING

AROCS ANNOUNCEDROCK ’N’ ROLLERS!Merc teases new off-road range

STUNNING SCANIA HONOURS WAR HEROES
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DFDS Logistics a leading Trailer & Container operator, 
covering Scandinavian & European markets.

Spot Traction Work
Available 

We have daily availability of Spot Trailer Traction work 
from Immingham, Tilbury & Felixstowe Ports.

We Require:
• 44tonne Unit

• Preferably ADR equipped
• Full CMR Insurance cover

 
For more information, please contact:

Graham Hall on 01469 562 811
Or e-mail graham.hall@dfds.com

www.dfdslogistics.com
DFDS Logistics Partners Ltd.



SERVICE SECTION   OWNER DRIVERS / RETURN LOADS

88  TRUCKING June 2014

Readers are reminded that advertisements have been accepted in good faith, and Kelsey Publishing Ltd. can accept no responsability for any resulting transactions. But if any readers experience difficulties as a result of answering an advertisement, they are invited to write to the publishers.
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN                  CALL VICTORIA REAY ON 01959 543593

or phone 02920 211053  today! 

COOLLOAD LTD, 29 RYDER STREET, CARDIFF, CF11 9BS INFO@COOLLOAD.COM

transport@kelkay.co.uk

BUlk tipper operators wanted

TRAILERS CAN BE SUPPLIED

EARLY PAYMENT

www.gbedistribution.co.uk
info@gbedistribution.co.uk

We are actively seeking owner drivers and small hauliers for immediate starts.
THE UK’s NO.1 HAULAGE DISTRIBUTION BUSINESS!

We require sub-contractors and owner
drivers for all year round work!

01444 471 115
CALL TODAY!

ROSEWOOD
TRUCKING

UK OWNER DRIVERS &
HAULIERS REQUIRED

We offer:
• Continuous Work All Year Round • Trailers Available On Request/
If Needed • 24 Hour Operation • 7 day payments avaliable

We require:
• 44T Vehicles
• Full RHA Cover

For Full Details Contact Paul Wainwright Tel: 01695 555 580 Mobile: 07715 085 003
Email: Paul.Wainwright@rosewoodtrucking.co.uk
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SERVICE SECTION   RETURN LOADS 

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN                  CALL VICTORIA REAY ON 01959 543593

0161 235 0622

0141 221 9333
RETURN
LOADS

SCOTLAND

ENGLAND

Matrix Transport Services Ltd
50 Wellington Street
Glasgow, Lanarkshire
G2 6HJ
Info@matrixtransport.co.uk

www.loadup.co.uk
visit our website:visit our website:

the UK’s BIGGEST 
Internet Freight Exchange

DON’

HAULIERS………

        TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN
PLEASE CONTACT VICTORIA REAY ON:

 01959 543593
VICTORIA.REAY@KELSEY.CO.UK
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NEW Training Standards for 2014 

Petroleum Drivers Passport (PDP)  
Combined with  

ADR and DCPC Training Courses 
Norbert Dentressangle Tankers Train Both ADR Refresher and Initial Training Courses 
Drivers Attending ADR/PDP Course can also add DCPC Hours if Required  
(21Hours CPC attending a 4 Day Packages Course) 
(28Hours CPC attending a 5 Day Package & Tanker Course)  
(7 Hours CPC only attending a 3 Day Refresher Course) 
 
New and Existing Drivers to Petroleum Industry from 2014 will have to hold a Current 
ADR and Petroleum Drivers Passport (PDP).  Drivers have to attend an approved SQA 
ADR-PDP training course and past the qualifying SQA examinations,  
 
Norbert Dentressangle Tankers are one the leading transport training 
companies in the UK offer both Classroom and Practical elements 
towards the PDP entitlements    

                        
 
Other training offered 

DGSA (Dangerous Goods Safety Advisors Course) 
ADR (One Day ADR Awareness Course)  
 

Norbert Dentressangle Tanker Training 
Batley West Yorkshire Training Centre 

or 
Bespoke On-site Mobile Training Course 

 
ADR&PDP/DCPC Driver Training 

 
Members of the NDGTC Consortium, SQA, JAUPT & DFT Approved Training Centre  

 

Please Contact: 
 
 

 

Tina Stringer - 01924 448448 
 

E-mail  tina.stringer@norbert-dentressangle.com    
adrtraining@norbert-dentressangle.com 
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Wide range of courses available in Cheshire, 
West Midlands or at your premises to suit you. 

Competitively priced either per head
or trainer day rate 

Tel: 01902 825162/01270 668695                  
Mob: 07841 393341/07791 220713

Email: info@phoenixrisksolutions.co.uk
www.phoenixrisksolutions.co.uk

PHOENIX 
RISK SOLUTIONS

TRAIN WITH
THE BEST!

Driver CPC Training

Transport Managers +
Driver CPC COURSES

 
ADR – Carriage of Dangerous Goods

Packages, Tanks plus 7 classes & Explosives
 

DGSA Dangerous Goods Safety Advisor
“Courses and Consultancy”

 
WRIGHT TRAINING SERVICES LTD

Burnley Road, West Thurrock, Essex RM20 3EG

 Tel: 01708 867 564
www.wright-training.com

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN                  CALL VICTORIA REAY ON 01959 543593
Readers are reminded that advertisements have been accepted in good faith, and Kelsey Publishing Ltd. can accept no responsability for any resulting transactions. But if any readers experience difficulties as a result of answering an advertisement, they are invited to write to the publishers.

35 hrs Driver Cpc
With 4 nights Accommodation

£149 inclusive

www.recoverytech.co.uk
CPC Training Mon to Fri

and Weekends

Online booking and payment
Comply and Relax

01492 514300

APPROVED CENTRE AC01549

APPROVED CENTRE AC01549

16 Recover Tech.indd   1



A must-have for every truck enthusiast

The past few years have been particularly 
busy in the road transport industry. Truck 
manufacturers not only had to invest heavily 
in the research and development of vehicles 
that would meet stringent Euro 6 emissions 
regulations, but they also had to contend with 
a far-reaching recession which saw new truck 
sales plummet as operators braced themselves 
against the economic storm. This book gathers 
together a collection of Trucking magazine’s 
impartial road tests since the fi rst Euro 6 
truck was announced back in 2011. From 
Mercedes-Benz’s New Actros and DAF’s ‘best 
ever’ XF to Volvo’s updated FH and Scania’s 
latest Streamline, you’ll fi nd them all here – 
alongside many other Euro 5 and 6 vehicles 
from all the major marques.

Our tests are always impartial and honest, and 
we appraise vehicles from the point of view 
of both the operator and the driver to offer a 
rounded and reliable opinion on each truck’s 
specifi cation, performance, build quality and 
comfort. It’ll prove a useful and informative 
reference guide, and we hope you enjoy your 
read!

Order yours today!

YOUR DETAILS

Mrs/Ms/Miss/Mr ............... Forename ...........................................................

Surname ......................................................................................................

Address .......................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................

.................................................................... Postcode ................................

Daytime phone ............................................. Mobile .................................... 

Email ............................................................................................................

DELIVERY DETAILS (if different from above)

Mrs/Ms/Miss/Mr ............... Forename ...........................................................

Surname .......................................................................................................

Address .........................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................

................................................................ Postcode ...................................... 

PLEASE SEND COMPLETED FORM TO:
Trucking Subscriptions, Kelsey Publishing Ltd.,
FREEPOST RSXY-XXGK-EUYS, Market Harborough, LE16 9EF

Kelsey Publishing Ltd, publishers of Trucking magazine uses a Multi Layered Privacy Notice giving you brief details about how we would like to use your personal information. For full 
details visit www.kelsey.co.uk or call 01959 543524. If you have any questions please ask as submitting your data indicates your consent, until you choose otherwise, that we and our 
partners may contact you about products and services that will be of relevance to you via direct mail, phone, email and SMS. You can opt-out at ANY time via email on data.controller@
kelseypb.co.uk or call 01959 543524.

 I enclose a cheque for £_________________ made payable to Kelsey Publishing Ltd

                                                                  Maestro only

Card Number:   

Security no:                          Valid from:          /            Expiry date:           /

Maestro issue:               Card holder:   

Signature:   

Please debit my      Visa      Visa Debit      MasterCard       Maestro

I enclose a cheque made payable to Kelsey Publishing Ltd for £3.99 
(Plus postage. UK add £2; Europe add £4; Rest of World add £7). 

✄

New! 116-page guide 

2014 Truck Test Yearbook

Two easy ways to order: 1. Complete the coupon below 2. Visit us online www.kelseyshop.co.uk











NEXT MONTH IN

Follow us online!
Find us on facebook (www.facebook.com/truckingmag)

Follow us on twitter (@truckingmag)

BEST OF BRITISH!
Our special issue celebrates the hard-
working UK trucks still going strong

BEST OF BRITISH!
UK LEGENDS

CV SHOW 
REVIEW

The latest truck 
tech straight 

from the 
NEC!

CV SHOW 
PLUS!

Dear Newsagent,

Please reserve/deliver* me a copy of Trucking magazine every month until further notice, starting with the

July issue (publishes May 30).

Title/Mr/Mrs/Ms  First Name Surname

Address

Postcode Daytime phone number

NEWSAGENT: Please order Trucking from your usual wholesaler. In case of difficulty, contact 
Marketforce on 020 3148 3333. 

 ON SALE AT ALL GOOD NEWSAGENTS AND
TRUCK STOPS FROM MAY 30, PRICE JUST £3.40

The best way to ensure you receive every issue of Trucking is to place an order with your local newsagent. Once set up, your copy of Trucking will be held for you to collect, 
saving you the time and the frustration of having to search the newsstands. So don’t miss an issue, simply complete the form below and take it to your local newsagent today.

*Delete as appropriate

(Contents m
ay be subject to change)

The next issue of Trucking, along with a host of back issues, can be purchased digitally. 
Please visit www.pocketmags.com and search for ‘Trucking’



LAST DROP  BILL DEAN

PROFIT 
OPTIONAL
Online is the way of the future, that much is clear.  
But the real business wheels are far from virtual
By Bill Dean
PHOTOGRAPHY WWW.FREEIMAGES.COM
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I 
started my life as a delivery driver 
dropping off drugs by bicycle. 
Because this was half a century 
ago, these were cough drops and 
suppositories carried on a single- 

gear iron shop bike, not Colombian nose 
candy zoomed around estate walkways 
on a Shimano-powered titanium 
mountain bike. Even at that age, and 
with the pittance I was paid, it was clear 
to me the chemist’s delivery service 
operated at a loss. When asked, the owner 
explained it was something customers 
demanded, and therefore it had to be 
offered. No customers, no sales. No sales, 
no profit. No profit, no business.

For any retail or trade business working 
from a shop or warehouse to offer a 
delivery service, when other customers 
collect at the counter, is a loss from the 
bottom line. Which means that, for 
management bean-counters, there is a 
big flashing arrow pointing at delivery 
drivers and pickers which screams 
‘unnecessary cost’. Their jobs are always 
under threat and scrutiny. They are 

usually the worst paid and under the 
most pressure to do the most drops in 
the shortest time of anyone in our trade. 

The hard truth is, the entire transport 
industry is regarded by producers and 
consumers as a necessary, but unwanted, 
hit on their profits. As soon as they could 
do without us – for example, ebooks, 
music and video downloads, and email 
– both sides celebrated our removal from 
the supply chain. Fortunately, not 
everything can be squirted down a wire 
to end users – delivery drivers, like death 
and taxes, are inevitable, but equally 
unwelcome. So, given these two 
indisputable facts – a loss-making 
business won’t survive and retail 

delivery is all cost – how does Ocado 
keep going and growing?

Ocado was founded in 2000 by three 
employees of Goldman Sachs: Faiman, 
Gissing and Steiner – all merchant 
bankers with no distribution experience. 
Their idea was to deliver groceries 
ordered online within a one-hour time 
slot in London. They’d looked at two 
developments – one was Amazon and 
the way it dominated the book, CD and 
DVD market using on-line technology. 
Interestingly, Amazon has never made a 
nett profit and is starting to morph into 
a mixture of traditional mail-order 
company and eBay marketplace, as 
downloads eat into its original business. 

The other development was Tesco, 
which trialled grocery home shopping in 
Gateshead in 1997 before launching it 
across the country in 2000. But Ocado 
believed it could do better. 

Spending its first two years securing a 
supply chain and writing a customer 
friendly computer program, the 
philosophy behind Ocado was to be as 

retail focussed as possible. An American-
style “have a nice day” version of the 
Open All Hours grocer and delivery boy, 
Arkwright and Granville, updated with 
digital technology. To this end, their 
drivers were recruited from applicants 
who had never done deliveries before, as 
regular white van men were renowned 
for “attitude”. They were told never to 
exceed 28 mph or drive aggressively, and 
were allowed plenty of time on their 
schedule to take the groceries in and 
check them off. No dump and run.

As the groceries were originally 
supplied by Waitrose and bought by their 
shoppers, deliveries tended to be to the 
leafy suburbs. It will be interesting to 

see what happens when Ocado starts its 
contract to deliver Morrison’s products.

The difficulty is, the business model 
has two flaws. Firstly, profit margins in 
grocery are notoriously slim. Wallmart, 
the world’s biggest and Asda’s owner, 
operates on 3.5 per cent. Ocado’s unique 
selling point was the perceived quality 
of Waitrose products, justifying higher 
prices. As the big three – Asda, Tesco and 
Sainsbury’s – extend their premium 
ranges, this is under threat.

The second flaw is the distribution 
model. Deliveries come out of hub 
warehouses with “spoke” distribution 
sites. This is all cost. The big three cross- 
subsidise their deliveries by operating 
out of their major stores, with local drivers 
doing more deliveries on shorter runs and 
order assemblers shelf stacking when 
not picking. Even so, the Tesco online 
service took six years to hit profitability.     

Ocado now covers 72 per cent of the 
population with 1450 Mercedes vans. It 
has 360,000 customers, a yearly turnover 
of £850 million, and a stock exchange 
FTSE 250 listing of three billion pounds. 
It is loved by investors, who pour money 
in, yet it makes million-pound losses 
every year. This can only be because the 
money men see it not as a transport firm 
delivering parcels to multiple addresses 
around the UK using the internal 
combustion engine and human labour, 
but as a TECHNOLOGY COMPANY.

Investors believe they will get their 
money back tenfold when Ocado strips 
those pesky distribution costs out. It’s all 
about computers, not groceries. They must 
believe Ocado’s IT geeks will introduce 
the first e-delivery of solid objects. Sun- 
dried tomatoes and ciabatta materialising 
on the stripped pine tables of the middle 
classes at the stroke of a touch screen. 
Star Trek can do it – why can’t Ocado?

And just in case it happens, those 
nearly 1500 polite but slow van drivers 
might want to be looking at the sits vac 
pages in their local paper. n

The hard truth is, the entire transport industry is 
regarded by producers and consumers as a 

necessary, but unwanted, hit on their profits.
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The Professional Trucker’s Choice

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CALL OUR SALES LINE 
ON 01555 666 444 OR VISIT WWW.IN-TRUCK.COM

TRUCKMATE PRO S5000 + DVR-1HD MINI
SAVE UP tO £50 ON THIS COMBINED OFFER

5” WIDESCREEN LCD TOUCHSCREEN        BLUETOOTH HANDS FREE CALLING

FREE LIFE-TIME MAP UPDATES        FREE LIFE-TIME TRAFFIC INFORMATION

MULTI-DROP ENTER IN UP TO 16 POSTCODES        FULL POSTCODE SEARCH

DISPLAYS ACTUAL ROAD SIGNS        ROAD SPEED LIMITS DISPLAYED AT ALL TIMES

DEDICATED TRUCKER POINTS OF INTEREST, UK INDUSTRIAL ESTATES, VOLVO EU, 

SCANIA SERVICE STATIONS, STOBART UK, KEYFUELS HGV SPECIFIC        

OPTIONAL SPEED CAMERA ALERTS        EU VERSION COVERAGE OF 36 COUNTRIES 

BOX INCLUDES: WINDSCREEN MOUNT, 12/24 VOLT VEHICLE CHARGER, 

CARRY CASE, IN-HOUSE CHARGER, TMC TRAFFIC ANTENNA       

TRUCKMATE KEY FEATURES

Super Sleek 5” LCD Touch Screen, features include, Lifetime Map Updates, Bluetooth, 

Unique Lane Guidance, Navigate by Junction Number, Multi-Route Technology and Free 

Lifetime Traffi c Information Subscription, plus much, much more...

Ever been unfortunate enough to be involved in an accident that wasn’t your fault? 

Wouldn’t it have been good to have been able to provide video evidence. Well now you 

can, with Snooper DVR-1HD Mini Vehicle Drive Recorder designed to automatically 

monitor and record a crystal clear high defi nition video of any incident you may have the 

misfortune to be involved in and play back through a PC or TV.

NEW
Just

Released

 UK & Rep of Ireland Maps

£379.90
NORMALLY £429.90, SAVE £50

European Maps

£429.90
NORMALLY £479.90, SAVE £50

OR 4 EASY PAYMENTS OF

£107.48
OR 4 EASY PAYMENTS OF

£94.98

 UK & Rep of Ireland Maps

£369.95
NORMALLY £399.95, SAVE £30

European Maps

£409.95
NORMALLY £449.95, SAVE £40

OR 4 EASY PAYMENTS OF

£102.49
OR 4 EASY PAYMENTS OF

£92.49

 1280 X 720P; 30FPS HD RECORDING RESOLUTION

 GPS RECEIVER (PINPOINTS LOCATION, SPEED AND DATE)

 WIDE VIEWING ANGLE 120°

 G-SENSOR BUILT-IN

 12/24 VOLT COMPATIBLE

 EVENT RECORDING MODE

 MEMORY MICRO SD CARD (UP TO 32GB)

DVR-1HD KEY FEATURES

TRUCKMATE PRO S8000
Building upon the success of the Truckmate Pro S7000, S8000 is the latest edition to the 

range. Super Sleek 7” LCD Touch Screen, improved screen resolution for clearer navigation 

and ‘Freeview’ TV makes the S8000 the most advanced truck sat nav on the market.

7” WIDESCREEN LCD TOUCHSCREEN        BLUETOOTH HANDS FREE CALLING

FREE LIFE-TIME MAP UPDATES        FREE LIFE-TIME TRAFFIC INFORMATION

MULTI-DROP ENTER IN UPTO 16 POSTCODES        FULL POSTCODE SEARCH

DISPLAYS ACTUAL ROAD SIGNS        ROAD SPEED LIMITS DISPLAYED AT ALL TIMES

DEDICATED TRUCKER POINTS OF INTEREST, INDUSTRIAL ESTATES UK, VOLVO EU, 

SCANIA SERVICE STATIONS, STOBART UK, KEYFUELS HGV SPECIFIC        

OPTIONAL SPEED CAMERA ALERTS        EU VERSION COVERAGE OF 36 COUNTRIES 

BOX INCLUDES: WINDSCREEN MOUNT, 12/24 VOLT VEHICLE CHARGER, 

CARRY CASE, IN-HOUSE CHARGER DVB-T ANTENNA, TMC TRAFFIC ANTENNA       

TRUCKMATE KEY FEATURES

Air1 and AdBlue are registered trademarks of the Verband der Automobilindustrie e.V (VDA). Truckmate is a registered trademark of Performance Products Ltd.

FREE 
WPT250 TRACKER WITH 

ALL S8000 ORDERS*
*WHILE STOCKS LAST






