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ON THE COVER:
Nine manufac-
turers keep the 
motorcycle hits 
coming for 2017. 
Inset photo by 
Milagro.
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To the Editor,
All of this new electronic stuff on bikes has me con-

fused. I am all for cornering ABS, “comfort” items like 
heated seats, heated grips and even electric windshields. 
But do we really need Motorcycle Stability Control, Motor 
Slip Regulation, Hill Hold Control, (dynamic) electronic sus-
pension, assist-slipper clutches, three-stage cornering lights, 
multiple engine modes, traction control, etc.?

I have put more than 500,000 miles on several bikes, 
and believe that while these gadgets may be very safe, they 
can all be replaced with two things: a brain and experience.

Bill Reeves, Wilmington, Ohio

Yours is a common refrain, Bill. Many riders like us who 
have been piloting two wheels since it was enough that 
the motorcycle just started when you wanted it to don’t 
see the need for more complication. But the automotive 
world is moving toward safe semi-autonomous and 
autonomous vehicles that will save lives and solve traffi c 
problems, and (though there isn’t much point to a fully 
autonomous motorcycle) those market forces and newly 
available technology are infl uencing the engineers and 
designers working on the latest motorcycle models. In 
many cases bikes are much more powerful as well, and 
their riders can benefi t from intervention tech. It remains 
to be seen if features like hill hold and cornering lights 
are important, but others like anti-lock brakes (ABS), trac-
tion control, cornering ABS and more all enhance a rider’s 
safety net, something that is good for all concerned. ABS 
is now required on new motorcycles in the EU, and it 
probably won’t be long before stability control is mandat-
ed somewhere as well. Insurers have begun offering dis-
counts for automobile features like Automatic Emergency 
Braking, and consumers have begun demanding them.

Remember the old saw, “An ounce of prevention is 
worth a pound of cure?” It’s easier to stop something 
from happening in the fi rst place than to repair the dam-
age after it has happened. Probably applies doubly to mo-
torcycle accidents. If something like Motorcycle Stability 
Control (MSC) can prevent a crash and works invisibly in 
the background, isn’t it worth a little extra complication?

A little history: Most riders have probably forgotten 
this by now, but the modern era of electronic rider inter-
vention all started with the fi rst appearance of ABS on 
a production motorcycle, the 1988 BMW K100RS. Wheel 
sensors, electronic control unit (ECU) programming and 
hydraulic hardware were deployed to intervene when 

something bad might happen, in this case a wheel 
or wheels locking and skidding. It wasn’t long before 
someone fi gured out that with a little additional pro-
gramming, those same sensors could be used to enable 
traction control, fi rst used on the 1992 Honda ST1100 ABS 
to prevent unintentional rear wheel spin from a heavy 
throttle hand in slippery conditions.

Fast-forward to 2006, when electronic fuel injection 
had become ubiquitous and Yamaha brought us the fi rst 
throttle-by-wire system on the YZF-R6, which connects 
the throttle bodies in the EFI to the rider’s throttle hand 
electronically, rather than with cables. Twist the throttle, 
and a rheostat sends a signal to a servo that opens the 
throttle plates and injects fuel. Computer intervention can 
be used to create riding modes such as Sport, Touring, 
Rain, etc., that cause the engine to behave differently than 
what your right wrist might otherwise demand.

Combining ABS, traction control and throttle-by-wire 
was all positive, since it allowed the manufacturers to 
easily add useful cruise control as well as engine modes 
to increase the bike’s total safety package. But it was the 
lean and pitch sensors fi rst used on the 2014 KTM 1190 
Adventure in its Bosch MSC system, followed shortly 
thereafter by multi-axis inertial measurement units, that 
effectively opened the electronic intervention fl oodgates. 
Now we have breakthrough ABS and traction control that 
works in corners to help protect you from bad situations 
both within and outside of the rider’s control. At the same 
time there’s a raft of stuff like wheelie and launch control 
that may seem like dubious functions to some riders but 
defi nitely have their place in a high-performance context. 

Do we need it all? No. Look at all of the riders who are 
getting down the road just fi ne on their older bikes,  like 
my Honda CB750, retro Urals and Royal Enfi elds, none of 
which even have ABS, never mind anything electronic 
beyond fuel injection and ignition. But these days I would 
hesitate to ride any of those machines on a daily basis, 
in Los Angeles traffi c or at their limits in the canyons. 
Speeds have gone up, drivers’ attention spans have gone 
down and motorcycles are expected by cage pilots to per-
form as well as the vehicles around them. While you may 
never need your bike’s MSC, notice when its slipper clutch 
keeps the rear wheel from locking up, or Rain mode and 
traction control seamlessly keep you from sliding out in 
the wet, they are all great features to have in the modern 
riding world. It’s amazing to think that we have most of 
them because of that fi rst bike with ABS.

An Ounce of Prevention

MARK TUTTLE
Editor-In-Chief

 ONE-TRACK MIND
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I read Eric’s column on attaining the “ton” (Riding 
Well, December 2016). A hundred columns—man, 
what a legacy. I can remember all of the articles 
he referenced in this 100th column. I can honestly 
say he has changed my riding life, and I am forever 
grateful for that. I can also say his demeanor, his 
professionalism, his relaxed attitude and his insane 
ability are all inspirational. OK, I know his wife is 
rolling her eyes, but I also know she’s smiling, as 

am I. Congrats Eric, it’s been a pleasure to be your student.
OZ BARRON, via Facebook

Eric Trow’s Doing the Ton column is one of the best I’ve seen. I’m glad he chose to 
share a summary of his ideas, as each can be lifesaving. Thanks for including him.

NOEL TAYLOR, Columbus, Indiana

Congratulations to Eric Trow for his 100th Riding Well column. I’ve enjoyed 
his fresh outlook. Having taken several of his Stayin’ Safe classes, Eric’s defi -
nitely a worthy mentor. Here’s to the next 100 columns!

ELSIE SMITH, York, Pennsylvania

ANOTHER FIRST
I’ve been reading motorcycling magazines off and on since the late ’50s. I’ve 
been a Rider subscriber since 1992, and you’ve provided another fi rst for me (The 
Brawler and the Gentleman, November 2016). I don’t ever recall seeing a BMW 
called “The Brawler” when compared to a Triumph or any other motorcycle. Or, 
for that matter, I’ve never seen another motorcycle called “The Gentleman” when 
compared to a BMW. Good comparison and good labels. Keep up the great work.

GEORGE BROWN, Langhome, Pennsylvania

A LONG ROAD
I just read The Sisters’ Centennial Ride story in the December 2016 issue. A 
great piece by Jenny Smith. I’ve read coverage of the ride from several other 
journalists, but this was by far the best! It really put into perspective what 
the Van Buren sisters went through (including being arrested) to prove a 
point. It’s been a long road indeed.

PATRICK SULLIVAN, Santa Barbara, California

MY HAPPY PLACE
Joey Pons’ Swamp People and Hot Sauce story (Favorite Ride, December 2016) is 
simply brilliant. His description of his ride through the swamp and visits to 
the stops he made along the way made me feel like I was there. It also made 
me miss my happy place of New Orleans, even though his ride and story 
never mentioned a word of it. The state of Louisiana is a magical place that 
everyone should see, not just for the wildlife but also for the culture of the 
state. Mr. Pons, keep it up with the great stories. And on that note, sign me up 
for a subscription.

JOE ZUPPARDO, via email

NOT 21 ANY MORE
Last year, I got back into motorcy-
cling after about a 20-year break. I 
purchased a 2015 Kawasaki Versys 
1000, and love it. I also reordered 
some motorcycling magazines I 
used to read back then, but I’d never 
read Rider prior to this August. I 
became introduced to this wonder-
ful magazine through an unsched-
uled visit to an orthopedic surgeon’s 
offi ce. I blew my right knee out in 
a training class, tore a few things 
and broke a few things loose. My 
surgeon is an avid reader of Rider 
and I swiped a few from his offi ce 
(don’t worry, I returned them after I 
read them). After the fi rst read I was 
hooked, and so far this is my favor-
ite motorcycle magazine.

I have been rehabbing for the past 
12 weeks—I am not 21 any more, 
so I have been told several times—
and during this time I have looked 
forward to my subscription every 
month. The articles were as close 
to riding as I could get. They truly 
made me smile and gave me some-
thing to look forward to.

Thanks for keeping my spirits 
high while I am healing up. Looking 
forward to my next ride, which I cer-
tainly won’t be taking for granted. 
Until then, I look forward to my next 
issue of Rider.

MARK SPURGEON,
Brighton, Colorado

A USEFUL TOOL
When a new issue of Rider arrives, I 
always read Clement’s column fi rst. 
His story about having a fear of not 
traveling because of mechanical 
issues reminded me of an experi-
ence I had. First, a little background: 
my husband and I have been riding 
together for about 13 of our 28 years 
together. When we fi rst met, he had 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR continued

a 1984 Honda Sabre as his only mode 
of transportation. That was all we 
needed then. Unfortunately, those 
were the hunger years, so it got sold 
for a Buick. Flash forward 15 years, 
three great sons, a house and lots 
of hard work later, and we decided 
the next chapter of our lives would 
involve a motorcycle. A friend was 
selling his Kawasaki Vulcan Mean 
Streak, and we looked at each other 
and without hesitation said, “Yes, we 
will buy it!” My husband told me that 
if I learned how to ride, he would buy 
me a bike of my own. Within a week, I 
learned and he got me a Honda Shad-
ow. All of our boys also learned and 
they all still ride. Many rides and sev-
eral bikes later, and it’s still the best of 
times. We primarily ride together and 
yes, breakdowns do happen, but we 
always manage on our own or with 
the help of others. If all else fails, find 
a Harley rider—they always seem to 
have a bag of tools easily accessible. 
That is part of the adventure.

Now back to my story: I had gotten 
off work early and my husband had 
left me the keys to his sidecar. I love 
driving it, but typically do so with 
him, switching from rider to pas-
senger along with Ratchet, our Jack 
Russell terrier. But it was a beautiful 
day and Ratchet needed a ride, so off 
we went. After stopping for a dip in 
the river, I could not get the sidecar 
started. I checked the usual suspects 
and could find nothing out of the 
ordinary. So I sent a text and picture 
to my husband from my brand new 
(and very first) cell phone, and he 
replied how to fix it. I got the tools 
out, fixed the bike and off we went. 
I guess my point is that while many 
times you may figure it out (alone 
or with help), Clement never men-
tioned a useful tool that most of us 
carry: a cell phone, so technically you 
are never alone.

ANN DURAN, Wapakoneta, Ohio

A NEW
BUMPER STICKER
The last two sentences of your edito-
rial on Breathing Easier (One-Track 
Mind, December 2016) should be made 
into wall posters and bumper stickers!

JOHN FREEZE
(A.K.A. “POPPA SMURF”),

Murphy, North Carolina

GET IT ROLLING AGAIN
I have to comment on the Get It 
Rolling Again article by Mark Tuttle 
on pages 76-78 in the October 2016 
issue. The last paragraph on page 77 
states that the author “had consid-
ered removing the valve cover to 
adjust the valves.” Yes, the engine 
does need to be removed in order 
to remove/replace the cover or the 
gasket. However, there is no men-

tion of the 
fact that 
all SOHC 
Honda 750 
engines 
have 
inspec-
tion caps 
at each 
rocker 
arm to 
facilitate 
an effort-
less valve 

clearance inspection and adjust-
ment. No need to remove that 
entire cover. The article gave me the 
impression that the valve clearances 
were not inspected. It is easily per-
formed. I personally have performed 
many valve adjustments on air-
cooled 4-cylinder Honda motorcycle 
engines during the 1970s when I 
was a technician in Honda dealer-
ships. The rattling clutch noise is 
just the primary chain; it gets more 
prevalent with high mileage. My 
personal 1978 CB750F had more than 
60,000 miles when I sold it. I wish 
I still had it but all I have left is 
the factory shop manual and a few 
spare parts. Maybe the Retrospective 
pages could feature a SOHC CB750 in 
the near future.

JOHN HENNEKE,
Santa Ana, California

John, sorry I gave the impression that 
we weren’t aware of the valve inspec-
tion caps. I have worked on a lot of 

old SOHC Hondas, too, and the caps 
are just one of those things that are 
so obvious I didn’t think they needed 
mentioning. Kurt Winter removed 
the inspection caps to adjust the 
bike’s valves, of course. Had I at-
tempted to adjust the valves myself 
before choosing to take the bike to 
Valley Cycles instead, since the bike 
was new to me I might have removed 
the valve cover in order to inspect the 
condition of the entire top end at the 
same time. Fortunately I ended up 
taking the bike to Kurt before doing 
so, at which time he advised me of 
the folly of trying to remove the cover 
without removing the engine from 
the frame. You learn something new 
every day, right? – EIC

I enjoyed the Honda CB750 Getting 
It Rolling Again tech article, as it 
brought back vivid memories of my 
enjoyment of several ’70s-era Honda 
fours. No need to remove the valve 
cover to adjust the valves. There are 
eight caps on the cover, removable 
with a box end wrench (17mm, if I 
recall correctly). Once removed, the 
valves can be adjusted via a screw 
and locking nut. Quick and simple.

Another trick I learned from my 
dealer. If a 750’s valve cover is leak-
ing, remove all of the fasteners and 
raise the cover up. Remove the gas-
ket (actually an O-ring) by cutting it 
in two and pulling out. Cut the new 
gasket and install it, sealing the cut 
area with gasket sealer. Voilà, no 
engine pull.

ROB PFLUG,
Spartanburg, South Carolina

Letters to the editor with the writer's name, 
address and phone number should be sent 
to Rider Response, 1227 Flynn Road, Suite 304, 
Camarillo, California 93012, or emailed to 
rider@ridermagazine.com. Due to the vol-
ume of mail we receive we cannot respond 
to every letter personally; however, every 
letter is read by our entire staff.
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Ride Like A Pro
Learning to manage a motorcycle 
confidently in tight spaces at slow speeds.

Story by SCOTT A. WILLIAMS Photography by DAVID KRISTAL

Recently, my motorcycle training events have emphasized track days and high 
speeds, so I thought it was time to work on skills for tight spaces and slow 
speeds. There’s a course for that:  Ride Like A Pro.

Developed by former police motor officer Jerry “The Motorman” Palladino, Ride 
Like A Pro teaches a focused skill set for using a motorcycle’s gyroscopic motion to 
keep the bike upright and in control at slow speeds. Skill building focuses on just 
three areas: head and eyes, the clutch friction zone and the rear brake.

Certified instructors teach Ride Like A Pro at 16 locations across the U.S., plus lo-
cations in Indonesia and Japan. In my native New England, it’s taught by Mass 

Instructor Dave Elias demonstrates proper technique for slow speed turns in tight quarters.

Motorcycle School. On a cool Sunday 
morning in October, Dave Elias, Erica 
Corley and their support staff—all 
Certified Rider Education Instructors—
prepared a large parking area in North 
Andover, Massachusetts, with strategi-
cally placed cones and chalk lines. 

Course participants included both 
men and women. Everyone arrived 
riding big, heavy motorcycles (at 620 
pounds, my BMW R 1200 RT was a light-
weight). Students' experience ranged 
from a few months to multiple de-
cades, and the small class size allowed 
for plenty of practice on the course and 
one-on-one coaching from instructors.

“We’re here to help you learn how 
to handle your bike confidently in not 
a lot of space, at speeds much lower 
than you see on the open road,” Elias 
explained. “Don’t kid yourself, the slow 
speed stuff is very challenging. During 
the class, you’ll work on exercises that 
start you committing the three basic 
skills—head and eyes, friction zone 
and rear brake—to muscle memory so 
they become automatic.”

Instructor Erica Corley explained that 
Ride Like A Pro is also about trust. “You 
learn to trust yourself using the skills 

Left: In New England, Ride Like A Pro is 
taught by Mass Motorcycle School. 
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and to trust your motorcycle to do what you 
want it to do. That lets you override your dis-
comfort using the skills at slow speed.”

Our first exercise introduced use of the 
clutch friction zone and rear brake together 
to keep the bike moving and stable during 
multiple slow runs around the parking lot. 
For several participants this was new terri-
tory—and crucial since everything else we 
learned relied on this skill set.

Next we snaked through a tight slalom 
course alternating deep handlebar dips while 
controlling speed with the friction zone and 
rear brake. The concept of trusting your skill, 
and trusting the motorcycle to do what you 
want, was becoming apparent.

“With the clutch in the friction zone and 
engine speed steady, the bike wants to go 
forward, but using the rear brake holds the 
bike back,” Elias explained. “These forces 
working against one another help keep the 
bike from falling over, even in deep turns.” 

The challenge meter spiked to 11 with a 
staggered weave exercise that sent riders 
sharply left through a narrow gate, then im-
mediately hard right through another gate 
just a few feet forward, then hard left, then 
hard right, over and over. “Head and eyes!” 
Corley barked at me. I kept hearing her cor-
rections to point my head and eyes not 
where I’m going but where I want to go. It 
seemed counterintuitive to look way to the 
right while still turning left, but that’s what 
set me up for the next gate. After making 

Yes, it feels really good 
when you learn the skills.

RIDINGAROUND continued
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Each participant had a unique 
learning experience. All agreed 
they were better riders after 
completing Ride Like A Pro. 
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RIDINGAROUND continued

the adjustment and internalizing the skill, I had one of those 
“ah-ha!” moments. Even still, it took several tries before I had 
a clean run where I made every gate. 

When asked by the instructors what we each found to 
be the hardest exercise, I said the staggered weave. But as I 
thought about the tight figure eights and circuits of multiple 
U-turns we did later that didn’t seem as hard, I realized it was 
because the earlier exercises had prepared me. Though the 
later exercises were more challenging, I had already devel-
oped better skills.

Both Elias and Corley are experts in this kind of riding (Cor-
ley recently took seventh place in a civilian precision riding 
competition in Texas). Both also pointed out that they prac-
tice regularly. “These skills are powerful but perishable,” said 

Corley. “We’ll teach you the fundamentals and you keep prac-
ticing.” (Pro tip: tennis balls cut in half make great “cones” 
for practice.)

I rode away with new confidence and highly useful skills to 
use and practice. At $175 for a four-hour class, Ride Like A Pro 
is not expensive. Dropping your bike just once at slow speed 
would likely cost much more. Plus, you can apply what you 
learn every time you ride.

LEARN MORE:
ridelikeapro.com
massmotorcycleschool.com

That chalk circle is still 24 feet 
across, but with practice it starts to 
feel smaller.  

Left: Learning how to pilot a big, heavy bike with more confidence is a 
great way to improve your riding experience. 
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Remember Blue Highways, by William Least Heat-
Moon? Great travel book, about back-road traveling 
in the late 1970s through the small towns on the little 

“blue” byways he finds on his map. My maps now seem 
to have all the little bitty roads in black, with dotted lines 
indicating a lack of pavement. Maybe I should write a book 
called Black Highways.

I’ve done a fair bit of traveling this past year and what I 
have seen too much of are crowded highways. And con-
struction. I know highway maintenance is essential, but 
when 80 cars are backed up because of one-lane traffic, that 
is not much fun. One thing all this traffic does is to rein-
force the notion that these roads are an essential part of life 
on this continent. They move people around, and whether 
you are a joy-riding motorcyclist in Georgia’s Chattahooch-
ee National Forest on a sunny day, or looking at Lincoln Gap 
in Vermont on a rainy afternoon, they are all connected.

Recently I heard someone whining about having been 
everywhere, having seen everything, having nowhere 
left to go. He said he was not much interested in going 
to foreign countries, because of strange languages and, 
worse, strange food. He had been riding for some years, 
and figured he had half a million miles under his duff. 
Being my usual obnoxious self, I mentioned the fact that 
this country has more than four million miles of roads, so 
he really had not been everywhere.

“Yeah, but they don’t go anyplace interesting,” was his 
rejoinder. Ah, so this fellow wanted a Glacier National 
Park or Grand Canyon or Mammoth Cave at the end of 
every ride. As opposed to many of us who know that 
the ride, not the destination, is important. I can derive 
pleasure from just about any road I might be on—except-
ing those running through new housing tracts, where 
I invariably get lost. But whether I’m winding my way 
along the Cleveland, Ohio, lakefront, or contemplating 
possible routes out of Leakey, Texas, there will be pleasure 
in the ride.

Roads are simple devices, essentially connecting one 
town with another, and we have almost 20,000 incor-
porated cities, towns and villages—plus another few 
thousand unincorporated communities. That’s a lot of 
road right there. Of our four million miles of highways 
and byways in this great nation, two-thirds are paved, the 
rest, not. And they all go somewhere.

An interesting corollary is the fact that the average 
human being has more than 60,000 miles of blood vessels 

in his body. Having no idea as to who chose to add up all 
those miles, I still find that a pretty astounding figure, 
and it indicates just how necessary blood is to the health 
of the sophisticated animals that we all are. And the blood 
all comes through the heart, pumping the red liquid stuff 
everywhere, from the brain to the smallest toe. And that 
is what our road system does...go everywhere.

Now, think of this nation as a body, with the roads 
being the equivalent of the blood vessels and the essen-
tial life-giving fluid being gasoline, propelling millions 
of internal-combustion powered vehicles over those four 
million miles of roads, from 10-lane Interstates to single-
track dirt in our national forests. The Internet tells me 
that the widest road in the country is the part of I-10 west 
of Houston called the Katy Freeway, with 26 lanes; I just 
may give it a run next time I’m near Houston...at 3 a.m.

While the continual flow of blood keeps our bodies 
healthy, the roads keep our country financially healthy. 
More than 90 percent of business is done using rubber-
tired wheels, whether it is your commute to the office on a 
motorcycle, or a FedEx 18-wheeler carrying packages from 
St. Louis to Los Angeles. Sure, we have trains and planes 
doing some of the work, but they are essentially minor 
competitors, trains carrying only 10 percent of the freight 
weight, and planes a tiny, tiny fraction, 0.01 percent.

We could call the freeways our arteries, U.S. and state 
routes being the veins, down to the capillaries, like the 
dirt roads in Missouri connecting farms and fields. Inter-
esting approach. Look around you and see how roads have 
come to dominate our lives. There is no end to roads. City 
folk are apt to forget that there are dirt roads all over the 
countryside, separating fields, winding through forests 
and around mountains. Almost 1.4 million opportunities 
to get your adventure bike properly filthy.

A motorcycle was the first motorized vehicle to cross 
this continent, in 1903, soon followed by a car. And two 
years later there was a car race, with only two cars, from 
New York City to Portland, Oregon...it took 44 days. One 
driver wrote, “We drove 18 hours, forded five streams, and 
made a total of 11 miles.” In 1912, plans were drawn up to 
build a signed road right across this country, which in 1913 
was called the Lincoln Memorial Highway.

Up to this point the state and federal governments 
were not in the mood to spend money on building roads, 
thinking it was the responsibility of local governments 
and individuals who wanted to get their goods to market. 

By CLEMENT SALVADORI

Roads, and Where 
They Take Us
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Until the politicians realized that 
more roads meant more commerce, 
and more commerce meant more 
taxes. More money to spend! In 1915, 
the U.S. Army decided there might 
be a future for trucks in military 
transport, replacing the horses and 
wagons. In 1919, the army sent an 
80-truck convoy from Washington, 
D.C. to San Francisco. The 3,250 miles 
took two months to cover, averag-
ing 5 mph, and the 300 men in the 
convoy included Lieutenant Colonel 
Dwight Eisenhower—who would 
later begin building the Interstate 
system in 1956.

Back in the early years of the 20th 
century, motorcycles were useful on 
those bad roads, making it possible 
to get around a mud hole rather 
than through the mud. As the years 
passed, life progressed and roads 
got better, creating a web of possible 
exploration that grew exponentially 
as the number of motor vehicles 
increased.

Along with this new infrastruc-
ture, the possibilities for new ad-
ventures increased. While the great 
majority of drivers are just interested 
in getting someplace, be it a store to 
buy groceries or to a business meet-
ing, vacationing motorcyclists have 
an entirely different approach, mak-
ing entirely arbitrary turns off the 
beaten track, following an invisible 
path through totally new country.

I wonder how many readers have 
been to Medicine Rocks State Park 
in Montana, just 25 miles south of 
Baker, where the winds have created 
many extraordinary hoodoo-like 
shapes in the Chalk Buttes. Native 
Americans have lived there for more 
than 10,000 years, collecting medici-
nal plants and creating art on the 
rocks. Or Baxter State Park in Maine? 
If you don’t mind some gravel roads.

Now in the early years of the 21st 
century, we see that motorcycles are 
best used on the smaller roads, our 
capillaries, so to speak. By “best” I 
mean enjoyable riding. Sure, I can 
get from Chicago to Denver in a day 
on the Interstate, but I know a dozen 
more entertaining routes—which 
will admittedly take a little longer. 
Hedonist that I am, I work hard at 
making every day as pleasurable  
as possible.

Roads, and Where 
They Take Us
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W hen I was a kid in junior high and high school, my 
(supposed) friends and I used to love to catch each 
other completely by surprise, for the sole purpose 

of triggering a spectacular reaction. If one of our guys was 
particularly distracted, at the moment he was least expect-
ing it and without warning someone would yell to him, 
“Hey (insert poor sap’s name here), think fast!” The unfortu-
nate guy who was targeted would predictably turn sud-
denly in response, only to find a precisely thrown missile 
zeroing in on him at high velocity. Always, it was timed so 
the targeted kid had nowhere near enough reaction time to 
do anything but spaz out as he got pegged. For reasons that 
escape me today, it was tremendously entertaining to watch 
a buddy take a Frisbee to the face or a basketball to the gut 
and to see him flail wildly on the ground like an idiot. Extra 
points if a group of cheerleaders or a faculty member was on 
hand to witness the spectacle.

As you might expect, we eventually started to catch on 
to our friends’ antics and began to make it a bit more chal-
lenging for them to surprise us (that said, a couple of our 
guys were always predictably easy 
targets, regardless of how many 
times they were nailed). Not to be 
defeated, the instigators became all 
the more motivated and creative 
in their approach, hiding behind 
doors, lurking in the shadows and, 
in one instance, even popping out of a large storage trunk 
just to heighten the element of surprise. Years later, as I 
reflect on those chowder heads, I can’t help but realize I’m 
still dealing with the same challenges today, but now it’s 
out on the road. We all do. So how can we avoid those “think 
fast!” moments?

Assume there’s always someone just waiting to catch 
you snoozing. While I don’t believe that most drivers are 
consciously and maliciously out to get us motorcyclists (al-
though it can feel that way), I do believe they are poised to 
do us harm at almost any time. Chances are, they don’t even 
realize they are putting us at risk. Or even know that we’re 
there at all. To avoid getting tagged, we must stay mentally 
engaged, actively anticipating where potential surprises 
might present themselves. It’s natural to anticipate threats 
in high activity areas, but we mustn’t let our guard down 
in rural riding environments either, where we may least 
expect them.

Spot the troublemakers. While a threat on the road can 

come from anywhere and be presented by anyone, it’s 
often possible to identify that traffic trickster who is most 
inclined to give us grief. Look for telltale behaviors such as 
bold movements by impatient and aggressive drivers. Spot 
the tentative driver who may be hesitant and then suddenly 
make an unexpected and mistimed move. Distracted driv-
ers can often be spotted by erratic movement within their 
lane, drifting over the line or driving slowly in the left lane 
of a multi-lane highway (the new designated cell phone 
lane?). Pick up on the cues and put space between you and 
them. If there are too many of them, play it safe and con-
sider a different route.

Don’t blindly trust others—even your riding buddies. My 
true friends and I looked out for each other, but that didn’t 
mean that each of us was beyond doing something stupid 
that could get the rest of us hurt. And while I would certain-
ly hope that your riding pals would never deliberately put 
you at risk, things do happen unexpectedly. There has been 
more than one time when a tragic chain reaction was trig-
gered amongst a group of bikes when just one rider swerved 

or slowed without warning and 
the rest of the unsuspecting rid-
ers had no time to react. Each, in 
turn, would grab a fistful of brake 
without considering the riders or 
traffic behind them, and the panic 
scenario would expand. It’s the 

harsher, grown-up counterpart to the dreaded “think fast!” 
response. When riding with others, avoid the temptation to 
simply follow your fellow riders and count on them to make 
decisions for the group (being “bro dependent”). While 
many riders believe there is safety in numbers, the risks can 
actually be higher when unexpected things happen. Expect 
a potential threat to emerge from anywhere, even amongst 
your ranks. Look farther ahead and see if you can spot 
threats to the riders ahead even before they recognize them, 
and then have a plan as to how you would respond if such 
a situation developed. The only real way to avoid surprises 
and problems is for every rider in a group to remain engaged 
and to ride his or her own ride.

Thinking slow beats thinking fast. Out on the streets—
just as back in my school days—it is a lot easier to deal ef-
fectively with threatening things when we have some time 
to consider them and thoughtfully respond (vs. react). While 
we all like to get on the bike and escape to the solitude 
and quietness of riding, it is still essential to maintain full 

Think Slow!
How lessons from childhood pranksters taught this writer 
how to avoid bruises and embarrassment on the highway.

By ERIC TROW

STAYINSAFE.COM

...it’s often possible to identify 
that traffic trickster who is most 

inclined to give us grief...
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come from anywhere and be presented by anyone, it’s 
often possible to identify that traffic trickster who is most 
inclined to give us grief. Look for telltale behaviors such as 
bold movements by impatient and aggressive drivers. Spot 
the tentative driver who may be hesitant and then suddenly 
make an unexpected and mistimed move. Distracted driv-
ers can often be spotted by erratic movement within their 
lane, drifting over the line or driving slowly in the left lane 
of a multi-lane highway (the new designated cell phone 
lane?). Pick up on the cues and put space between you and 
them. If there are too many of them, play it safe and con-
sider a different route.

Don’t blindly trust others—even your riding buddies. My 
true friends and I looked out for each other, but that didn’t 
mean that each of us was beyond doing something stupid 
that could get the rest of us hurt. And while I would certain-
ly hope that your riding pals would never deliberately put 
you at risk, things do happen unexpectedly. There has been 
more than one time when a tragic chain reaction was trig-
gered amongst a group of bikes when just one rider swerved 

or slowed without warning and 
the rest of the unsuspecting rid-
ers had no time to react. Each, in 
turn, would grab a fistful of brake 
without considering the riders or 
traffic behind them, and the panic 
scenario would expand. It’s the 

harsher, grown-up counterpart to the dreaded “think fast!” 
response. When riding with others, avoid the temptation to 
simply follow your fellow riders and count on them to make 
decisions for the group (being “bro dependent”). While 
many riders believe there is safety in numbers, the risks can 
actually be higher when unexpected things happen. Expect 
a potential threat to emerge from anywhere, even amongst 
your ranks. Look farther ahead and see if you can spot 
threats to the riders ahead even before they recognize them, 
and then have a plan as to how you would respond if such 
a situation developed. The only real way to avoid surprises 
and problems is for every rider in a group to remain engaged 
and to ride his or her own ride.

Thinking slow beats thinking fast. Out on the streets—
just as back in my school days—it is a lot easier to deal ef-
fectively with threatening things when we have some time 
to consider them and thoughtfully respond (vs. react). While 
we all like to get on the bike and escape to the solitude 
and quietness of riding, it is still essential to maintain full 

Think Slow!
How lessons from childhood pranksters taught this writer 
how to avoid bruises and embarrassment on the highway.

360-degree awareness of the riding 
environment and take in everything. 
We must actively look for potential 
threats lurking in the shadows, 
behind shrubs, around buildings and 
especially at every intersection. It’s 
a recurring theme in this column, 
but I can’t emphasize the importance 
enough: when we consider and 
anticipate threats before they pres-
ent themselves, we are able to think 
slowly. And that means we give our-
selves a much better chance to calmly 
and proficiently handle anything that 
comes at us. Being able to think slow 
vs. “think fast!” will always have bet-
ter outcomes.

Get wise to the patterns. Year in 
and year out, decade after decade, 
motorcyclists continue to crash for 
the same handful of reasons. Vehicles 
turn across their path at intersec-
tions or unexpectedly pull out into 
their path of travel from a side road, 
driveway or parking lot. Motorcyclists 
also rear-end vehicles ahead of them 
when traffic unexpectedly slows or 
stops. And riders run wide on curves 
that they didn’t expect to be as tight as 
they really were. Sure there are other 
scenarios, but these are the ones that 
play out repeatedly. The good news 
is, if we can eliminate the element of 
surprise, we can avoid those bad situ-
ations altogether. By taking a more 
active role in our riding and recogniz-
ing the things that can and do hurt 
motorcyclists, there is much we can do 
to separate ourselves from the all-too-
common surprises that snag riders 
time and time again.

What ultimately became of my 
old school buddies’ antics? In my 
own instance, they eventually grew 
tired of conjuring up attack schemes 
when their “think fast!” efforts failed 
to yield the spectacular results they 
had hoped for. They lost interest and 
I became less stressed as my “think 
slow” counter approach allowed me 
to calmly and routinely catch them 
in the act before they could get one 
over on me. And that sure beat taking 
a basketball to the face in front of the 
cheerleaders.

Eric Trow runs the Stayin’ Safe advanced  
rider training program, using some of the 
best roads in the USA as a classroom. He can 
be contacted at etrow@stayinsafe.com.
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TWO MAJOR MOTORCYCLE SHOWS in Europe serve as launch pads for new motorcycles, EICMA 
in Milan, Italy, every year in November, and INTERMOT in Cologne, Germany, every other year 
in October. Both shows ran in 2016, and many of the motorcycle manufacturers divvied up their 
new bike reveals between the two to maximize their exposure. In the previous issue, our New for 
2017 special section included new stuff from BMW, Ducati, Honda, KTM, Suzuki, Triumph and 
Yamaha. Most of them are back with more new bikes this time around, and Aprilia, Kawasaki, 
Moto Guzzi and Zero join in the fun, too. Unless otherwise noted, pricing and availability are TBD.

RSV4 RF Tuono V4 1100 RR

Shiver 900

Aprilia has updated several models for 2017, starting 
with its RSV4 RR/RF sportbikes and TUONO V4 1100 RR/
FACTORY streetfi ghters. They feature improved suspen-
sion and brakes (including cornering ABS) as well as an 
updated Aprilia Performance Ride Control (APRC) elec-
tronics suite. Now Euro 4 compliant, the RSV4’s liquid-
cooled, 999.6cc, 65-degree V4 still makes 201 horse-
power at 13,000 rpm and 85 lb-ft of torque at 10,500 rpm 
(claimed, at the crank). It has a new ECU, a new exhaust, 
a 300-rpm-higher redline, revised pistons, connecting 
rods and valve springs, and the variable valve timing 
system has been eliminated. Three new engine maps—
Sport, Track and Race—adapt engine performance to 
riding conditions. Suspension on the RSV4 RR model is 
made by Sachs, with a fully adjustable fork and shock. 
The RF model gets the latest generation of fully adjust-
able Öhlins suspension, with an NIX fork and TTX shock. 
Both feature larger 330mm front discs with top-shelf 
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BMW’s F 800 R and F 800 GT have proven popular with 
smaller riders, and both have been updated for 2017. Perhaps 
the biggest change is the addition of throttle-by-wire, 
which enables standard Rain and Road riding modes, while 
Dynamic ride mode will be an option. Both bikes will have 
a newly Euro 4-compliant, liquid-cooled, 798cc parallel 
twin that is good for a claimed 90 horsepower.

At this year’s EICMA show, BMW announced 
a companion for its G 310 R roadster, the G 310 GS
adventure bike. Like the R, it’s powered by a liquid-
cooled, 313cc single with four valves, DOHC and 
electronic fuel injection. Claimed output at the crank 
is 34 horsepower at 9,500 rpm and 21 lb-ft of torque 
at 7,500 rpm, and the bike’s curb weight is said to 
be 374 pounds. Styling is unmistakably GS, with a 
high, prominent beak, angular front fairing panels 
in contrasting colors and a tall tail section with an 
aluminum luggage rack. Although the G 310 GS is a 
lighter, more accessible, less expensive version of the 
larger GS models, it still has a rather tall 32.9-inch seat 
height. Fuel capacity is 2.9 gallons, the LCD meter is 
info-rich and accessories will include low and high 
seats, a centerstand, luggage, heated grips and more.

In the previous issue we announced updates to 
BMW’s 6-cylinder K 1600 GT sport tourer as well as a 
new spin-off model, the blacked-out K 1600 B bagger. 
An updated version of the K 1600 GTL luxury tourer 
was unveiled at EICMA. As on the GT and B, new 

electronic fuel injection. Claimed output at the crank 

Brembo M50 monobloc calipers, as well as Bosch 9.1 
MP cornering ABS with multiple modes.

Like the RSV4, the Tuono V4 1100 is powered by a 
liquid-cooled, 65-degree V4 that is now Euro 4 compli-
ant, but with a higher displacement of 1,077cc. Tuned for 
the street, it makes 175 horsepower at 11,000 rpm and 
89 lb-ft of torque at 9,000 rpm (claimed, at the crank). 
It has a new ECU, a new exhaust, a 500-rpm-higher 
redline, revised internals and new engine maps (Sport, 
Track and Race). The fully adjustable suspension and 
steering damper on the RR are made by Sachs, while 
on the Factory they’re made by Öhlins. Both feature 
larger 330mm front discs with Brembo M4.32 monobloc 
calipers, as well as Bosch 9.1 MP cornering ABS with 
multiple modes. The Tuono V4 1100 Factory also has an 
RSV4-derived, two-up tail section and Pirelli Diablo Su-
percorsa tires with a wider 200/55 rear, while the RR is 
shod with Pirelli Diablo Rosso III tires with a 190/55 rear.

Though the new supermoto-style DORSODURO 900 
and sport standard SHIVER 900 differ in styling and 
mission, they share much in common. Both are pow-
ered by a larger, 896cc (up from 750cc) liquid-cooled, 
90-degree V-twin, which has a longer stroke (67.4mm, 
up from 56.4mm) but maintains the same 92mm bore. 
Claimed output has increased to 95.2 horsepower at 8,750 
rpm and 66.4 lb-ft of torque at 6,500 rpm. A new throttle-
by-wire system offers Sport, Touring and Rain engine 

maps. Also new are 3-level traction control, switchable 
ABS and full-color TFT instrumentation. Befi tting its 
supermoto mission, the Dorsoduro has a tall, 34.2-inch 
seat height and a small, 3.17-gallon fuel tank. As a sport 
standard, the Shiver has a lower, 31.9-inch seat height and 
a larger, 3.96-gallon fuel tank. 

 have proven popular with 
smaller riders, and both have been updated for 2017. Perhaps 

which enables standard Rain and Road riding modes, while 
Dynamic ride mode will be an option. Both bikes will have 
a newly Euro 4-compliant, liquid-cooled, 798cc parallel 

electronic fuel injection. Claimed output at the crank 

Dorsoduro 900

F 800 R

F 800 GT
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catalytic converters and updated engine management 
allow the K 1600 GTL’s mighty in-line six to be Euro 4 
compliant and still make a claimed 160 horsepower and 
129 lb-ft of torque. Three riding modes—Road, Dynamic 
and Rain—adapt throttle response and lean angle-sen-
sitive Dynamic Traction Control to riding conditions. 
New for 2017 is Dynamic ESA, which automatically ad-
justs suspension damping and offers two modes, Road 
and Dynamic.

New options include Reverse Assist, a reverse gear 
that is engaged using a button on the left handlebar and 
controlled using the starter button, and Shift Assistant 
Pro, which allows clutchless upshifts and downshifts. 
Styling updates for the K 1600 GTL include new side trim 
panels, larger slipstream defl ectors, new wind defl ec-
tors to protect the rider’s hands, redesigned mirrors with 
larger faces and aspherical insets, and redesigned foot 
guards and lower storage compartments.

BMW has also made signifi cant updates to its R 1200 
GS, with an eye toward the many ways its customers use 
the bike. Overall changes include Euro 4 certifi cation, 
with unchanged output and power fi gures. The optional 
Riding Modes Pro package adds Dynamic, Dynamic Pro, 
Enduro and Enduro Pro ride modes, Dynamic Traction 
Control, Hill Start Control for easy hill starts and ABS 
Pro (cornering ABS). Dynamic ESA “Next Generation,” 
BMW’s latest electronic suspension package, is also a fac-
tory option. It provides continuous, real-time damping 
adjustments as well as automatic self-leveling to account 
for load variations.

To address the uniquely dual nature of the R 1200 GS, 
BMW will offer two new style packages: RALLYE and 
EXCLUSIVE. The Rallye package, as the name suggests, 
is designed for the aggressive off-road rider. It features 
increased spring rates (stiffer suspension), with longer 
spring struts and extended travel, and rather than the 
standard two-piece seat, it has a one-piece fl at Rallye 
seat as well as a short windscreen, radiator and frame 
guards, wide enduro footpegs, cross-spoke wheels, op-
tional knobby dual-sport tires and special Rallye livery. 
The Exclusive package is aimed squarely at the touring 
GS rider, with a comfortable two-piece seat, a splashguard 
on the front fender and sophisticated paint and graphics.

Joining the lineup is a fi fth variation of the R nineT 
roadster, the R NINET URBAN G/S, and the original is 
getting a fully adjustable upside-down fork and some 
cosmetic changes. Evoking the legendary R 80 G/S from 
1980, the new Urban G/S appears to be based on the 
Scrambler variation of the R nineT, with a traditional 
fork, three-piece frame (as opposed to the four-piece 
unit used on the standard R nineT) and cast aluminum 
wheels (19-inch front, 17-inch rear) shod with street 
tires. Also like the Scrambler, spoked wheels and 50/50 
dual-sport tires are optional. The Urban G/S is the spit-
ting image of its R 80 G/S ancestor, with a gas tank, 
high front fender and headlight cover in Lightwhite 
non-metallic, black frame, red seat and two-tone blue 
accents on the tank. 

R 1200 GS Rallye

R nineT

R nineT Urban G/S

G 310 GS

K 1600 GTL
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The newest entry-level option into the world of classic 
Ducati ownership is the MONSTER 797, which is powered 
by the air-cooled 803cc Desmodue L-twin engine used in 
the Scrambler 800 models. With a claimed 75 horsepower 
at 8,250 rpm and 50.8 lb-ft of torque at 5,750 rpm, the little 
Monster should offer plenty of get-up-and-go. It has a 
6-speed gearbox, a wet, multiplate clutch with servo-
assisted slipper function, a 31.7-inch seat height and claimed 
425-pound wet weight. The Monster 797 has basic suspen-
sion, standard ABS and twin radially-mounted Brembo 
4-piston monobloc front calipers gripping 320mm discs. 
Available in April 2017, it comes in three colors: Ducati Red 
with red frame and black wheels ($9,295), Dark Stealth 
($9,395) and Star White Silk ($9,395), both with red frame 
and red wheels.

Introduced for 2014, the Ducati MONSTER 1200 and 
1200 S were the fi rst Monsters to get the versatile, torquey, 
liquid-cooled, 1,198cc Testastretta 11̊  L-twin that powers 
the Multistrada 1200 and Diavel. Updated for 2017, they’re 
Euro 4 compliant and the shared Testastretta 11̊  L-twin 
now produces 150 horsepower at 9,250 rpm—15 more than 
the previous Monster 1200 and 5 more than the previous 
Monster 1200 S—and 93 lb-ft of torque at 7,750 rpm (claimed, 
at the crank). As before, a tubular-steel trellis frame uses the 
L-twin as a stressed member, but bolted to it are a shorter, 
beefi er single-sided swingarm and new die-cast alumi-
num footpegs. New for 2017 are an Intertial Measurement 
Unit (IMU), 3-level Bosch cornering ABS and 9-level Ducati 
Wheelie Control. Three riding modes—Sport, Touring and 

Urban—automatically adjust power, throttle response, ABS, 
8-level Ducati Traction Control and wheelie control. Both 
models have a shorter wheelbase, tighter steering geometry, 
full-color TFT instrumentation, 4.36 gallons of fuel capacity 
and an adjustable seat height (31.3/32.3 inches).

The Monster 1200 ($14,695) features a fully adjustable 
43mm Kayaba upside-down fork, a preload- and rebound-
adjustable Sachs shock, Brembo brakes with M4.32 mono-
bloc radial front calipers squeezing 320mm discs and 
10-spoke cast aluminum wheels shod with Pirelli Diablo 
Rosso III tires, and it’s available in Ducati Red with a red 
frame and black wheels. The higher-spec Monster 1200 S 
has a fully adjustable 48mm upside-down fork and shock by 
Öhlins, Brembo M50 monobloc radial front calipers squeez-
ing 330mm discs, triple Y-spoke cast aluminum wheels with 
exclusive “S” graphics and Pirelli Diablo Rosso III tires. It’s 
available in Ducati Red with a red frame and black wheels 
($16,995) or new Liquid Concrete Grey with a black frame 
and black wheels ($17,195). Both models should be in dealer-
ships in January 2017. See page 42 for a Ridden & Rated 
report on the Monster 1200 S.

Ducati is expanding its adventure line with a smaller-
displacement model, the MULTISTRADA 950. Like its big 
brother, it’s powered by a version of the liquid-cooled, 
Testastretta 11° L-twin that displaces 937cc instead of 1,198cc, 
making a claimed 113 horsepower and 71 lb-ft of torque (it’s 
the same engine found in the Hypermotard 939 and new-
for-2017 SuperSport). The new Multistrada 950 offers the 
same four riding modes, with Sport and Touring providing 
the full 113 horsepower while Urban and Enduro reduce 

Monster 797 Monster 1200 S

Scrambler Café RacerScrambler Café RacerScrambler Café Racer
Multistrada 950
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output to 75 horsepower. Equipped with the Ducati Safety 
Pack, which includes the latest 3-level Bosch 9.1 MP ABS and 
8-level Ducati Traction Control, each riding mode adjusts 
ABS and DTC to suit riding conditions.

As a more accessible—and affordable—version of the 
Multistrada, the 950 foregoes some of the more advanced 
technologies and electronic riding aids found on the 1200, 
such as DVT, DSS, DWC and cornering ABS. Suspension is 
fully adjustable, with a KYB upside-down fork and a Sachs 
shock with remote preload adjustment, both offering 6.7 
inches of travel. With its 5.3-gallon fuel tank full, Ducati 
says the Multistrada 950 has a wet weight of 500.4 pounds. 
Standard seat height is 33.1 inches, but accessory low (32.3 
inches) and high (33.9 inches) seats are available. Acces-
sory packs are available to suit each riding mode—Touring, 
Sport, Urban and Enduro—and all four are compatible, 
should someone want to go all-in.

Scrambler Desert Sled

CBR1000RR

Ducati’s new SCRAMBLER CAFÉ RACER is perhaps the 
greatest departure from the look of the rest of the Scram-
bler family that we’ve seen thus far. It features low, clip-on 
handlebars fi tted with bar-end mirrors, Termignoni ex-
haust with anodized black covers, a classic café racer-style 
humped seat with a cover for the passenger section, number 
plates, a minimalist front fender, a fully adjustable upside-
down fork, a swingarm-mounted license plate holder, stan-
dard ABS and 17-inch gold wheels shod with sporty Pirelli 
Diablo Rosso II tires. The Café Racer’s air-cooled 803cc L-twin 
is Euro 4 compliant, and Ducati says it offers smoother 
power delivery and better throttle response than the previ-
ous design, especially at lower rpm. Claimed output is 75 
horsepower at 8,250 rpm and 50.2 lb-ft of torque at 5,750 
rpm. It’s available in Black Coffee, with a black frame and 
engine, starting in April 2017 for $11,395.

The SCRAMBLER DESERT SLED replaces the Urban 
Enduro variation for 2017, and represents a further step 
toward true off-road capability for the Scrambler. The 
frame has been reinforced for off-road duty, and a new 
aluminum swingarm is longer and stronger than the 
one on the other Scrambler 800 models. Integrated crash 
protection includes a skid plate, chain guard and rear 
sprocket protection fi n. A new, beefi er 46mm Kayaba fork 
(compared to the 41mm fork used on the Urban Enduro) is 
fully adjustable, and the rear Kayaba shock is adjustable 
for preload and rebound damping. Suspension travel has 
been increased on both ends, from 5.9 inches on the Urban 
Enduro to 7.9 inches. It has 19-inch front and 17-inch rear 
wheels shod with Pirelli Scorpion Rally STR enduro on/
off-road tires and standard ABS. Like the other 2017 Scram-
bler models, the Desert Sled’s air-cooled 803cc L-twin is 
Euro 4 compliant and has smoother throttle response. It’s 
available in White Mirage or Red Dusk, both with a black 
frame and gold wire-spoked tubeless rims, starting in 
March 2017 for $11,395.

Scrambler Desert SledScrambler Desert Sled

At the EICMA show, Honda pulled the covers off the 2017 
version of its base model superbike, the CBR1000RR. It has 
the same improvements in power and lightness as the 
new SP model and is very similar. The biggest differ-
ence is in respect to suspension: the SP has semi-
active Öhlins Electronic Control suspension (S-EC), 
whereas the standard CBR1000RR has manually 
adjustable suspension by Showa, including a 43mm, 
large-volume, upside-down Big Piston Fork and a 
Balance Free Rear Cushion (BFRC) shock.

The standard model has the same liquid-cooled, 
998cc in-line four, with revised valve lift and cam 
timing, magnesium covers, a titanium muffl er and 
a redesigned slipper clutch. Both are equipped with 
throttle-by-wire, a fi ve-axis Inertial Measurement Unit 
(IMU) and the Honda Selectable Torque Control (HSTC) 
system to manage rear-wheel traction. Selectable Engine 
Brake, Riding Mode Select System and Power Selector are 
all standard, but the standard model does not have the 
wheelie control, slide control and quickshifter found on the 

CBR1000RR

At the EICMA show, Honda pulled the covers off the 2017 
. It has 

throttle-by-wire, a fi ve-axis Inertial Measurement Unit 

system to manage rear-wheel traction. Selectable Engine 
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SP. The same titanium fuel tank is used, and likewise 
the rigidity balance of the aluminum frame has been 
adjusted. Whereas the SP has Brembo brakes, the stan-
dard CBR1000RR is equipped with Tokico radial 4-piston 
front calipers. Cornering ABS is optional. The CBR1000RR 
is available in standard (in Red/Black/White or Matte 
Black Metallic) and ABS versions (in Matte Black Metallic 
only), and should be in dealerships starting in April 2017.

The popular CRF250L dual-sport has been updated for 
2017. Visually, new graphics match the CRF450R mo-
tocrosser. Technically, the liquid-cooled, fuel-injected 
249.6cc single gets a larger 38mm throttle body (up 2mm) 
along with revised PGM-FI and a new ECU, redesigned 
airbox, reshaped air boot, new muffl er and larger-diam-
eter exhaust header to provide improved response and 
power in the low and midranges. The meter assembly, 
taillight and license plate holder have all been updated 
as well. It will be available in red for $5,099 without ABS 
or $5,399 with ABS starting in March 2017.

Honda also unveiled a new adventure-focused model, 
the 2017 CRF250L RALLY, which is inspired by the factory 
CRF450 Rally that’s raced in the Dakar by Team HRC. 
Compared to the standard CRF250L it’s based on, the Rally 
has longer-travel suspension, larger disc brakes, a rally-

style fairing and windscreen, a larger 2.7-gallon tank and 
a taller seat height (35.2 inches). Its 249.6cc single gets 
the same updates as the standard CRF250L, and it will 
available in a red/white/black color scheme for $5,899 
without ABS or $6,199 with ABS, starting in March 2017.

A few weeks after EICMA, Honda pulled the wraps off 
its new REBEL 500 and 300, a pair of entry-level cruiser 
roadsters that show how serious Honda is about attract-
ing new riders to the sport. Based on the 471cc parallel 
twin in the CB500F and the 286cc single in the CB300F, 
the bikes are a mix of old- and new-school style, with 
aggressively raked front ends and fat tires on 16-inch 
wheels. Riding positions are relaxed and neutral, with 
arms gently outstretched and feet dropping straight 
down to mid-mounted pegs, and both are available in 
standard and ABS versions. The smaller bike will replace 
the Rebel 250 twin that Honda has produced on and off 
since 1985, both in its lineup and probably in motorcycle 
training courses around the country. Available in April 
2017, the Rebel 500 comes in Matte Silver, Bright Yellow, 
Black or Red, and the Rebel 300 gets Matte Silver, Matte 
Pearl White, Black or Red paint (Rebel 500 ABS and 300 
ABS in Black only). Tentative MSRPs are $5,999 for the 
500 and $4,399 for the 300.

Last updated for 2012, Kawasaki’s venerable NINJA 650 gets 
a revised engine, a lighter frame, new rear suspension, a re-
designed swingarm and new bodywork for 2017. The liquid-
cooled, 649cc parallel twin features a slimmer intake and 
throttle body ports for fi ner fuel atomization and improved 
airfl ow, as well as camshafts with reduced overlap and less 
duration for smoother power delivery at low rpm, better 
low-to-midrange power output, a more consistent torque 
curve and better fuel economy. A new assist-and-slipper 
clutch has a lighter pull and eases downshifting.

Said to be slimmer and 40 pounds lighter than its 
predecessor, the new high-tensile steel trellis frame uses 
the engine as a stressed member. Replacing the previous 
side-mount lay-down rear shock is a centrally mounted, 
horizontal back-link shock. New Nissin brake calipers are 
stronger and new 5-spoke wheels shave off another 3.96 
pounds. Restyled bodywork is more aggressive and new 
clip-ons are higher than the previous one-piece handle-
bar, with the grips rotated slightly forward. The seat is 
about half an inch lower than before and the windscreen 
is now adjustable. The Ninja 650 will be available in four 
colors: Metallic Spark Black, Pearl Blizzard White, Candy Rebel 300

Rebel 500

Rebel 300

CRF250L Rally

CRF250L
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Ninja 650 ABS

Ninja ZX-10RR

Last updated for 2012, Kawasaki’s venerable NINJA 650 gets 
a revised engine, a lighter frame, new rear suspension, a re-
designed swingarm and new bodywork for 2017. The liquid-
cooled, 649cc parallel twin features a slimmer intake and 
throttle body ports for fi ner fuel atomization and improved 
airfl ow, as well as camshafts with reduced overlap and less 
duration for smoother power delivery at low rpm, better 
low-to-midrange power output, a more consistent torque 
curve and better fuel economy. A new assist-and-slipper 
clutch has a lighter pull and eases downshifting.

Said to be slimmer and 40 pounds lighter than its 
predecessor, the new high-tensile steel trellis frame uses 
the engine as a stressed member. Replacing the previous 
side-mount lay-down rear shock is a centrally mounted, 
horizontal back-link shock. New Nissin brake calipers are 
stronger and new 5-spoke wheels shave off another 3.96 
pounds. Restyled bodywork is more aggressive and new 
clip-ons are higher than the previous one-piece handle-
bar, with the grips rotated slightly forward. The seat is 
about half an inch lower than before and the windscreen 
is now adjustable. The Ninja 650 will be available in four 
colors: Metallic Spark Black, Pearl Blizzard White, Candy 

Burnt Orange or special KRT Edition livery. Pricing is 
$7,399 for the non-ABS model, $7,799 for ABS and $7,999 
for the ABS-equipped KRT Edition.

For 2017, the NINJA 1000 ABS gets updated electronics, 
wind protection, comfort, styling and instrumentation. 
A new fi ve-axis Bosch Inertial Measurement Unit (IMU) 
provides input for Kawasaki Cornering Management 
Function (KCMF), Kawasaki TRaction Control (KTRC) 
and Kawasaki Intelligent anti-lock Brake System (KIBS), 
which work together to modulate brake force and engine 
power in a straight line as well as corners. A wider fair-
ing and taller windscreen improve wind protection, an 
adjustable clutch lever offers more comfort and control, 
wider mirrors have more adjustability and a new, two-
part seat has a wider rider section, a longer passenger sec-
tion with thicker padding and underseat dampers to re-
duce vibration. Styling has been updated with a sharper 
front cowl design, a new chin spoiler and a new headlight 
that looks more aggressive while improving visibility. It 
will be available in Candy Lime Green/Metallic Graphite 
Gray or Metallic Spark Black/Metallic Graphite Gray for 
$12,199 in March 2017.

After winning the World Superbike Championship 
in 2015 and 2016, Kawasaki has sharpened its liter-class 
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Ninja 1000 ABS

Z900 ABS
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Z650 ABS

sword for 2017 with the new NINJA ZX-10RR. Based on the 
new-for-2016 Ninja ZX-10R, the double-R is street legal but 
is purpose-built to deliver fast lap times on a racetrack. 
To improve performance, the potent liquid-cooled, DOHC, 
16-valve, 998cc in-line four gets stronger, reinforced 
engine cases, redesigned cylinder heads to provide clear-
ance for race-kit high-lift cams and a Diamond-Like Car-
bon coating on valve tappets to reduce mechanical loss. 
An updated Kawasaki Quick Shifter allows clutchless 
downshifts in addition to upshifts and new seven-spoke 
forged Marchesini wheels are lighter, stronger and shod 
with Pirelli Diablo Supercorsa SP tires.

Like the Ninja ZX-10R, the RR has the latest suite of 
electronics, with power modes, a fi ve-axis IMU, Kawasaki 
Cornering Management Function (KCMF), Sport-Kawasa-
ki TRaction Control (S-KTRC), Kawasaki Launch Control 
Mode (KLCM), Kawasaki Engine Brake Control (KEBC) 
and Kawasaki Intelligent anti-lock Brake System (KIBS)...
whew, that's a lot of acronyms! Suspension consists of 
Showa’s fully adjustable Balance Free Fork and Balance 
Free Rear Cushion shock, and the front brakes are top-
shelf Brembo M50 monobloc calipers. It comes in Kawa-
saki Racing Team: Winter Test Edition livery for $18,899.

Kawasaki will also add a small-displacement model to 
its Versys lineup. The new VERSYS-X 300 is powered by 
the liquid-cooled, fuel-injected 296cc parallel twin from 
the Ninja 300 and boasts a 19-inch front wheel, available 
ABS and what Kawasaki says is a low seat height and 
long-travel suspension (detailed specs weren’t available 
at press time). With an upright seating position, a tall, 
wide handlebar, a small, windscreen-equipped fairing, a 
two-up seat with a luggage rack and a 4.5-gallon tank, the 
Versys-X 300 should be the ideal fuel-sipping commuter, 
relaxed-pace tourer or light-duty off-road explorer.

The new 2017 Z650 streetfi ghter is based on the up-
dated Ninja 650, with the same reworked 649cc parallel 
twin engine, lightweight steel trellis frame, new rear 
suspension and redesigned swingarm. The Z650 will be 

available in Pearl Flat Stardust White/Metallic Spark 
Black or Metallic Flat Spark Black/Metallic Spark Black for 
$6,999, or with ABS for $7,399.

Replacing the Z800 in Kawasaki’s naked “Z” bike line-
up is the new 2017 Z900, which has Sugomi-inspired styl-
ing and a new steel twin-spar trellis frame. It’s powered 
by a new liquid-cooled, DOHC, 16-valve 948cc in-line four 
that’s designed to provide smooth power from the mid-
range up, with pistons cast with a special process that 
makes them nearly as light as forged pistons. Short ratios 
for fi rst through fi fth gears provide strong acceleration, 
with a sixth gear functioning as a true overdrive, and an 
assist-and-slipper clutch offers a light pull and smooth 
downshifts. Upside-down 41mm forks and a horizontal 
back-linked rear shock offer adjustability for rebound 
damping and spring preload, and dual 300mm petal discs 
with 4-piston calipers up front and a single 250mm petal 
disc at the rear handle stopping. It will be available in 
Pearl Mystic Gray/Metallic Flat Spark Black and Metallic 
Flat Spark Black/Metallic Spark Black, for $8,399 without 
ABS or $8,799 with ABS.

Versys-X 300 ABS

Z650 ABS
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KTM’s lineup of naked Duke models has represented 
the sharp, orange edge of hooliganism since the fi rst 
Duke 620 appeared in 1994. The 1290 SUPER DUKE R was 
already a force to be reckoned with, but for 2017 KTM has 
endowed it with a reworked cylinder head and intake, 
so the 1,301cc LC8 V-Twin now makes a claimed 177 
horsepower, with smoother response at low rpm and a 
broadened powerband. A new 48mm fully adjustable WP 
upside-down fork contains separate damping circuits 
with stiffer fork springs, and a new WP rear shock has a 
stiffer spring for a balanced chassis in aggressive 
riding situations.

Helping to control all that power, the Super Duke 
R is now equipped with Motorcycle Stability Control 
(MSC), which integrates cornering ABS and lean-angle 
sensitive traction control. A new optional Performance 
Pack adds Motor Slip Regulation, Quickshifter+ (for 

clutchless up- and downshifts) and KTM My Ride, which 
connects via Bluetooth to the rider’s smartphone. Other 
changes include new bodywork with a split LED head-
light, a multifunction TFT meter, cruise control, a wider 
handlebar that’s positioned lower and farther forward, 
Metzeler M7RR supersport tires and the Race On keyless 
ignition system.

Don’t need 177 horsepower, but still looking for fun 
and performance? For 2017, the pint-sized 390 DUKE has 
been endowed with throttle-by-wire for better response, 
a slipper clutch to ease abrupt downshifts, a new light-
weight steel trellis frame, a 43mm open-cartridge WP 
fork and a larger, 320mm front brake disc. Other changes 
include a new LED headlight, multifunction TFT meter, 
adjustable levers, larger steel gas tank (3.5 gallons, up 
from 2.8), revised rider and passenger seats, side-mount-
ed exhaust with increased cornering clearance and Blue-
tooth connecitivity via optional KTM My Ride.

390 Duke390 Duke

1290 Super Duke R 
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At the EICMA show in Italy, Moto Guzzi announced third-
generation updates to its V7 lineup, now called V7 III, which 
includes four models, the returning Racer, Special and 
Stone, and a tribute to the 50th anniversary of the V7 line, 
the limited-edition Anniversario (only 750 will be built).

The V7’s air-cooled, longitudinal, 90-degree, 744cc V-
twin gets new cylinder heads, pistons, piston-cooling oil 
jets and cylinders, a stiffer crankcase, as well as a new oil 
sump, oil pump intake duct and alternator cover. Claimed 
output is 52 horsepower at 6,200 rpm (up 10 percent) and 
44 lb-ft of torque at 4,900 rpm, and the engine is Euro 4 
compliant. The 6-speed transmission features new fi rst 
and sixth gear ratios, and it's mated to a dry, single-plate 
clutch and driveshaft. Standard equipment includes new 
two-level, switchable traction control and ABS. The steel 
double-cradle frame’s front section has been redesigned 
and reinforced, and steering geometry is tighter. The dual 
preload-adjustable Kayaba rear shocks are new, seat height 
has been reduced to 30.3 inches (down from 31.1 inches) and 
new aluminum footpegs are lower and farther forward. 
The V7 III line also features a new locking, screw-on gas cap, 
new injector covers, sleeker side panels, a new saddle and 
updated instrumentation.

The base-model V7 III STONE features matte black body-
work and blacked-out components, cast wheels, a single 
instrument gauge, dedicated seat graphics, a passenger grab 
strap, fork gaiters and a shorter front fender. Inspired by the 
1975 V750 S3, the V7 III SPECIAL has chrome on the exhaust 
pipes, mirrors and passenger grab rail, blue bodywork 
with special stripes on the side panels and gas tank, dual 
instrument gauges, old school seat stitching, fork protectors 
and spoked wheels with polished rims and black hubs. The 
numbered edition V7 III RACER has a red frame, satin fi n-

ish chrome fuel tank, lower handlebars, a hump seat with 
removable passenger seat cowl, a brushed aluminum front 
number plate/fl yscreen, billet aluminum rear-set footpegs, 
black anodized components, Öhlins shocks, fork gaiters and 
spoked wheels with black rims.

Last but certainly not least, the V7 III ANNIVERSARIO
is based on the Special but has many unique features: a 
chrome gas tank with a gold Moto Guzzi eagle emblem, a 
leather saddle, billet aluminum locking fuel cap and steer-
ing yoke risers (the latter with laser-etched serial number), 
brushed aluminum fenders, chrome passenger grab handle, 
fork protectors and spoked wheels with polished rims and 
gray hubs.

V7 III Anniversario

V7 III Stone

V7 III Special

V7 III Anniversario

V7 III Stone

V7 III Special

V7 III Racer

Stone, and a tribute to the 50th anniversary of the V7 line, 
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V7 III Racer

022x033-RR1702-NewBikeSpecial.indd   32 12/1/16   1:25 PM



FEB RUARY 2017   /   R I DERMAGAZI N E.COM  /   33            

Zero Motorcycles revealed its 2017 lineup at the big Milan, 
Italy, EICMA show. The California-based electric motorcycle 
company is moving forward with a new fi ve-year, unlim-
ited mileage battery warranty, an expanded dealer network 
and increased manufacturing capacity. Every new Zero sold 
in the United States also comes with a one-year member-
ship in the American Motorcyclist Association, with one 
year of free roadside assistance.

As with 2016, the Zero Motorcycle 2017 lineup comprises 
street (S and SR), dual-sport (DS and DSR), “stealthfi ghter” 
(FX) and supermoto  (FXS) models. All of the 2017 models 
get Zero’s proprietary Z-Force interior permanent magnet 
(IPM) motor now, which Zero says has increased power, 
smoother power delivery, increased temperature thresholds 
and greater effi ciency, enabling more aggressive riding and 
higher sustained top speeds. Combined with new higher 
amperage controllers, every IPM motor now delivers more 
torque (including an impressive claimed 116 lb-ft on the Zero 
SR and Zero DSR).

New Zero S ZF6.5 and Zero DS ZF6.5 models replace the 
ZF9.8 bikes, are designed to be highly maneuverable and 
provide all the benefi ts of electric at a lower price, thanks 
to new, compact power packs that save 95 pounds and 
make the bikes more nimble and fun to ride. An upgraded, 
locking, weather-resistant storage compartment is now 
included in the “tank” area on the Zero S, Zero SR, Zero DS 

and Zero DSR. This secure trunk locks using the ignition key 
and stows riding essentials like gloves, sunglasses and cell 
phones. A new ZF3.3 Power Tank that extends range will 
remain an option ($2,695) on all S and DS platforms, too. The 
Zero FX stealthfi ghter and Zero FXS supermoto will still be 
available with modular ZF3.3 and ZF6.5 batteries for those 
who prefer to quickly and easily swap batteries, and new FX 
and FXS models with an integrated (fi xed) ZF6.5 battery will 
cost about $1,000 less.

Zero 2017 models began arriving at dealers in November, 
with prices ranging from $8,495 to $15,995. U.S. buyers can 
take advantage of a 10-percent federal tax credit, making the 
effective price range from $7,645 to $14,395. Some states offer 
additional incentives, such as California’s $900 rebate.

With the release of the new crop of liquid-cooled Bonnevilles for 
2016 and 2017, it was only a matter of time before the Scrambler got 
an update. The new STREET SCRAMBLER is built around the Street 
Twin’s 900cc “high torque” liquid-cooled parallel twin, but with 
an appropriately high-mount exhaust. Its chassis was designed 
specifi cally for the Street Scrambler, placing the footpegs in an 
optimum position for off-road riding and enabling the fi tment of 
longer rear shocks. The fork and rear shocks are model-specifi c, and 

ride height has been increased. The Street Scrambler rides on 19-
inch front and 17-inch rear spoked wheels shod with Metzeler 

Tourance dual-sport tires, and standard ABS and traction con-
trol can be switched off. A fl at solo bench seat and aluminum 
rear rack are standard, with a passenger seat included that 
can be swapped for the rack, and the p assenger footpegs and 
hangers are also removable. Grippy off-road footpegs, rub-

ber knee pads and a skid plate are all included.

With the release of the new crop of liquid-cooled Bonnevilles for 
2016 and 2017, it was only a matter of time before the Scrambler got 
an update. The new
Twin’s 900cc “high torque” liquid-cooled parallel twin, but with 
an appropriately high-mount exhaust. Its chassis was designed 
specifi cally for the Street Scrambler, placing the footpegs in an 
optimum position for off-road riding and enabling the fi tment of 
longer rear shocks. The fork and rear shocks are model-specifi c, and 

ride height has been increased. The Street Scrambler rides on 19-
inch front and 17-inch rear spoked wheels shod with Metzeler 

Street Scrambler

FX

SR

DSRDSR

ber knee pads and a skid plate are all included.
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hangers are also removable. Grippy off-road footpegs, rub-
ber knee pads and a skid plate are all included.
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ost motorists cross southern 
Arizona in cruise-controlled 
oblivion via the super slabs 
known as Interstates 8 and 
10. However, sandwiched 
between the freeways and 

the Mexican border is a motorcycling 
mecca replete with great historic 
towns, curvy roads and wonderfully 
moderate temperatures for most of the 
year. The region has the added draws 
of an emerging wine industry, several 
national monuments and the romance 
of the Old West.

From Grapes to Gunfi ghts
Sonoma, Tuscany, the Rhine Valley—
these regions conjure images of rolling 
vineyards, succulent grapes and fi ne 
wines. Not coincidentally, all are popu-
lar motorcycle tour destinations. It is 
logical that motorcyclists gravitate to 
wine regions—many of the same geo-
graphical traits that make for delicious 
wines contribute to fantastic motorcy-
cling roads. Southeastern Arizona is no 
exception to the rule of the vine.

Main: The farther south you ride in Arizona, 
the more diverse the palette of cacti 
becomes. Top inset: Bisbee’s main street is 
a colorful smorgasbord of quaint eateries 
and interesting shops. Bottom inset left: 
That giant steer skull is the entrance to an 
isolated roadside saloon near the Mexican 
border. Bottom inset right: Small wineries dot 
the roads in southeastern Arizona, and that 
Mercedes is aging like a fi ne cabernet.

Story and photos by Tim Kessel
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I start my tour in the real epicenter of this Arizona 
vineyard region. The area south of Willcox is fertile 
ground (literally) for the Southwest’s wine industry. To 
fi nd out why, I chatted with Jim Graham of Golden Rule 
Vineyards. He told me that much of the region’s wine-
making success is attributable to its higher elevation and 
wide temperature swings, with daytime highs in the 90s 
and nighttime lows in the 60s.

While those wide temperature swings create great 
grapes, they also necessitate riding gear preparedness on 
the part of touring motorcyclists. Like most of the South-
west, southern Arizona is climatically diverse. My winter 
ride begins in crisp 40-degree morning temperatures and 
morphs into the 70-degree range in the afternoon. 

I leave the Willcox wine region with a carefully packed 
bottle of 2013 Lucky Prospector red wine and motor 
southwest on my BMW R 1200 GS through the vineyards, 
grasslands and ranches. The road is a delightful mix of 
long, sweeping curves and view-fi lled straights. The rib-
bon of asphalt traces through grasslands and high desert. 
The endgame of this fi rst leg is the historic Wild West 
town of Tombstone. The famous site of the gunfi ght at the 
O.K. Corral is a fun stop on the tour. The town unapolo-
getically caters to visitors’ fascination with the historic 
event. Characters in period costumes roam the streets and 
gunfi ght reenactments are frequent and entertaining.

Mine Country to Wine Country
The ride south of Tombstone is twisty and beautiful. The 
terrain transforms from open grassland to rugged moun-
tains and canyons. After carving through this stone maj-
esty for miles, I fi nd the historic mining town of Bisbee. 
The picturesque community has a very different feel from 
that of Tombstone. It is a thriving art and tourism hamlet 
of wonderfully narrow streets lined with turn-of-the-

M
AP BY BILL TIPTO

N
/CO

M
PARTM

APS.CO
M

A massive saguaro cactus 
reaches out toward my 
GS in Organ Pipe Cactus 
National Monument.
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century brick buildings. Near Bisbee, the massive Laven-
der Pit Mine site is both an awe-inspiring and somewhat 
unsettling sight.

The ride out of Bisbee on State Route 92 parallels the 
Mexican border in close proximity for several miles before 
a turn to the north toward Sierra Vista. The road is rolling 
and the views are panoramic. The traffi c on the route is 
light. In fact, aside from Border Patrol trucks and SUVs, I 
pass only a handful of private vehicles. 

West of Sierra Vista sits the historic Fort Huachuca. The 
Army fort was home to many of the “Buffalo Soldiers” in 
the early 1900s and is still an active military installation. 
I have to show identifi cation to ride through the military 
reservation to the west toward Sonoita. State Route 83 is 
one of the best motorcycling roads in the area so the minor 
hassle of military check-points is a small price to pay. The 

road skirts the Huachuca Mountain Range and is an amaz-
ing roll through low trees, grasslands and forever views. 
Ultimately, the winding road leads to Sonoita and Elgin, the 
last of the southern Arizona wine regions on the tour. Half 
a dozen wineries and more than 10 tasting rooms dot the 
area and each has its own fl air and ambience. 

Byway to the Border
Leaving Sonoita spells the end of southern Arizona’s wine 
country, but certainly not the end of great roads. State 
Route 82 takes me southwest over more beautiful terrain 
via sweeping corners and topographic variations. The 
quaint town of Patagonia is a great rest stop on this leg, 
and later Patagonia Lake State Park is a worthy side trek. 
Continuing south, the environment becomes more desert-
like as I roll toward the international border. 

The road up to Kitt Peak National Observatory provides a winding and view-fi lled ascent. Once atop the mountain, the white-
washed observatory structures are massive and intriguing.

The long, sweeping curves and 
expansive views in the Arizona wine 
region offer up grin-inspiring riding.
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The bustling border town of Nogales offers a cultural 
mix that is rich, colorful and vibrant. Multihued buildings 
and multilingual residents make a stop near the border 
crossing a lesson in the true nature of a transition zone. I 
walk the streets and stop at an authentic Mexican restau-
rant for lunch before starting the next leg of this tour.

Observatory and O’odham
After leaving the border, I start my circuitous path west. 
The fi rst leg north of Nogales is a jaunt on Interstate 19. 
After a few leg-stretching miles on the freeway, I head 
west on Arivaca Road at the tiny town of Amado. This 
stretch begins at the largest steer’s skull I have ever seen, 
which is actually the stylized entrance to a saloon. The 
road proves to be a twisty, lightly traveled, sometimes 
sandy, but always entertaining ride. 

The next community on the path is Arivaca, which 
is a small ranch town built amongst the remains of a 
former Pima Indian village. Again, aside for Border Patrol 
vehicles, there is only the lightest of traffi c in this area. 
Not only is the road nicely winding, it is also undulating 
in rollercoaster fashion which makes it a blast to ride. 

After a ride north on State Route 286, my route takes a 
direct westward bend at Three Points. After a gas-up, the 
road is relaxing, scenic and relatively straight. The most 
remarkable scene on this stretch is towering Kitt Peak 
and the glowing white domes and structures of the Kitt 
Peak National Observatory. The road to the observatory is 
serpentine and fun as it leads up the mountain. Both the 
road and the historic facility are worthy of the side trip. 

After the excursion to Kitt Peak, I resume my ride on 
Route 86. The road ultimately cuts through the Tohono 
O’odham Nation Reservation. It is a barren and beautiful 
ride. I come to a Y at the aptly named Why, Arizona, and 
it’s time to take a short northern ride on Route 85 and rest.

I roll into the only real civilization in this region; the 
small, former mining town of Ajo. The home of many of 
the active Border Patrol agents in southern Arizona, Ajo 

is undergoing a metamorphosis. Historic buildings are 
being renovated, walls of local businesses are decorated 
with vibrant murals and the palm-treed town center is 
quaint and attractive. 

I fi nd an historic public school that has been trans-
formed into The Sonoran Desert Inn and Conference 
Center. It’s a delightful hotel just off the main drag. After 
settling into my comfortable, well-appointed room, I walk 
back to the highway and enjoy a great hamburger and 
craft beer at the 100 Estrella Restaurant. Ajo has much 
more to offer than the dot on the map would hint.

Off-Roading at Organ Pipe
After a good night’s sleep, it’s time to head toward the 
border for the grand fi nale of this southern Arizona tour. 
A few miles into my due-south ride on Route 85, I am 
welcomed to the area by a pair of low-fl ying fi ghter jets. 
The roar of F-16s is a reminder that I am now riding near 
an active Air Force bombing range. The ride begins as a 
lonely and barren desert ride, but transforms slowly into a 
visually stunning roll through a full palate of desert foli-
age in the shadows of impressive rocky outcroppings.

Fittingly, saguaros stand like massive exclamation 
marks as I near Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument. My 
plan is to test the dirt chops of the big GS on a 40-mile loop 
ride through the heart of the national monument. Obvi-
ously, riders on street-only mounts will need to don hiking 
boots rather than dual-sport tires to explore the area. 

After a quick stop at the park’s visitor center, I check 
my map, talk to a ranger, drink some water, kick my tires 
and fi nally begin my ride on the park’s Puerto Blanco 
Drive. The majority of the road is a one-way loop in a 
counterclockwise direction. My ride begins as a fun paved 
wind through a small portion of the national monument, 
and then the road becomes an intermittent mix of pave-
ment and graded dirt for a stretch of several miles. It is as 
if the road engineers designed a warm-up section for guys 
on big dual-sports. 
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After the last small paved stretch is history, there are 
signs that remind me that I am in an area that requires 
vigilance. Sadly, the monument’s proximity to the border 
makes it an active drug and human smuggling zone. 
In fact, until relatively recently, the loop on which I am 
embarking was closed for years due to the threat of border 
violence. It has since been deemed safe enough for ingress 
and exploration.

The ride is beautiful. Towering saguaros, whimsical 
organ pipes and a myriad of other desert plants punctuate 
the multi-hued environment. The northern and western 
portions of the loop ride prove to be moderately challeng-
ing for the big GS and its street-biased tires. However, care 
and due diligence make the rocky and sandy sections fun 
and passable. Historical sites and geological wonders dot 
the route.

The final stretch of the loop on Puerto Blanco Drive 
is a sandy ride that parallels the U. S./Mexican border. 
For miles, concrete-filled iron pipes line the border to my 
throttle hand. Just past the border barrier is Mexican 
Federal Highway 2. As I negotiate the sand and rocks, 
Tecate beer trucks carry the Mexican-brewed libation 
along the highway just a long stone’s throw away. It is a 
surreal juxtaposition.

Almost without notice, my dusty BMW rolls back onto 
Highway 85 just one mile from the border. The 40-mile 
dirt loop was a sometimes challenging, always beautiful 
and thoroughly memorable ride. The same could be said 
about the entirety of the southern Arizona tour. This is 
a ride to be enjoyed in all seasons except the dog days of 
mid-summer. It is a diverse and amazing region.

Above: The Sonoran Desert Inn 
and Conference Center in Ajo 
is the perfect home base for a 
southern Arizona adventure. 
Right: An iron horse casts a 
glance at a more modern version 
of itself. Left: My riding partner 
gets up close and personal with 
some O.K. Corral reenactors in 
Tombstone. Below: Organ Pipe 
Cactus National Monument 
is a stunningly beautiful and 
uniquely troubled region. 
Bottom: Ominous warning signs 
are intended to keep visitors 
vigilant in the border region. 
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Send check or money order to: Ride Like A Pro, 12702 Split Oak Drive, Hudson, FL 34667    
Florida residents, 7% sales tax must be included when sending check/money order
International customers call toll-free 1-727-819-9200

www.RideLikeAPro.com  
Or call toll free: 1-866-868-7433

BUY ALL 5 FOR $99.80
(domestic 

shipping only)

* * *

Ride Like A Pro DVD
$29.95 (includes S&H)  This DVD 
will teach you the 3 motor officer 
techniques for low speed handling 
in less than 4 hours.

Short Cuts DVD
$19.95 (includes S&H)  This DVD 
will give you a quick and easy way 
to sharpen your skills anywhere, 
anytime.

Ride Like A Pro Book
$24.95 (includes S&H)  This book 
covers everything you’ll ever need 
to know about riding a heavyweight 
motorcycle.

Surviving the Mean
Streets 2 DVD 
$19.95 (includes S&H)  This DVD deals 
with avoiding common motorcycle 
crashes, safe group riding, riding in 
rain, sand, gravel and much more. 

Deals Gap DVD
$19.95 (includes S&H)  This DVD 
will teach you to use the moto 
officer techniques at high speeds on 
winding roads.
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Corner

HELMET: ARAI CORSAIR-X
JACKET: IXS ROCKFORD
PANTS: IXS MALAGA
BOOTS: IXS MADOX

RIDDEN & RATED  2017 DUCATI MONSTER 1200 S
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Corner

Main: Updates to 
Ducati’s Monster 

1200 S include more 
power, a shorter 

wheelbase, sharper 
steering geometry, new 

electronics (including 
cornering ABS) and fresh 

styling. Inset: Although it 
gained a few pounds, the 

new Monster 1200 S is faster, 
smoother and more agile 

than its predecessor.
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RIDDEN & RATED  2017 DUCATI MONSTER 1200 S
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When the Ducati Monster M900 was introduced back in 1993, Bill 
and Hillary Clinton lived in the White House, the Internet was 
in its infancy and Kevin Schwantz battled Wayne Rainey for the 

500cc GP title. Miguel Galluzzi’s design, with the tubular-steel trellis frame 
and air-cooled, desmodromic, 90-degree L-twin hanging out in the breeze for 
all to see, was simple, brilliant, muscular and elegant. The Monster became a 
standard-bearer in the naked bike segment and a mainstay in Ducati’s lineup 
for more than two decades, built in countless variations, everything from air-
cooled to liquid-cooled, dry clutch to wet, 600cc to 1,200cc, analog to digital.

For 2017, the Monster family has six members, with the newest models oc-
cupying opposite ends of the spectrum. On one end is the all-new Monster 
797, the smallest, least-expensive model, which represents a return to the 
Monster’s roots with throwback styling and an air-cooled engine (the 803cc 
Desmodue L-twin from the Scrambler). On the other end are the Monster 1200 
and 1200 S, standard and up-spec models that were overhauled for 2017 to 
make them more powerful, sophisticated, agile and stylish.

Introduced for 2014, the 1200 and 1200 S were the fi rst Monsters to get the 
versatile, torquey, liquid-cooled, 1,198cc Testastretta 11̊  L-twin that powers the 
Multistrada 1200 adventure tourer and Diavel power cruiser. Like the racy 
Monster 1200 R, which was introduced last year and remains in the lineup, 
the 1200 and 1200 S get new cylinder heads, bumping the compression ratio 
from 12.5:1 to 13:1, and larger 56mm throttle bodies, which are elliptical instead 
of round. Although the 1200 R makes more horsepower—160 vs. 150—the new 
1200 and 1200 S are tuned to be smoother at low rpm and, as a result of steady 
improvement in throttle-by-wire calibration, have a more direct connection 

By GREG DREVENSTEDT
Photography by MILAGRO
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2017 DUCATI MONSTER 1200 S
Base Price: $16,995 (Ducati Red)
Price as Tested: $17,195 (Liquid Concrete Grey)
Website: ducati.com
Engine Type: Liquid-cooled, transverse 90-degree 
L-twin, desmodromic DOHC, 4 valves per cyl.
Displacement: 1,198.4cc
Bore x Stroke: 106.0 x 67.9mm
Transmission: 6-speed, hydraulically actuated wet 
slipper clutch
Final Drive: Chain
Wheelbase: 58.5 in.
Rake/Trail: 23.3 degrees/3.4 in.
Seat Height: 31.3-32.3 in. 
Claimed Wet Weight: 465 lbs. 
Fuel Capacity: 4.36 gals.
MPG: NA

S
P

E
C

S

1. Monster 1200 S has a new LED daytime running light 
embedded in the headlight. 2. Full-color TFT display has been 
updated. It’s packed with info and easy to read. 3. Other 
S-model goodies include Öhlins suspension, Brembo M50 
monobloc calipers and triple Y-spoke wheels with special “S” 
graphics. 4. Ducati’s versatile, 1,198cc Testastretta 11˚ L-twin 
keeps getting better and better. On the new Monster 1200/S 
it makes 150 horsepower and 93 lb-ft of torque (claimed, at 
the crank), though heat can be an issue.

3

1

4

2
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between the right grip and the rear wheel. Also, compared to 
the R, they’re also equipped with a more advanced electron-
ics package, including Bosch cornering ABS, Ducati Wheel-
ie Control and (on the S) Ducati Quick Shift, which allows 
clutchless upshifts and downshifts.

Such enhancements were greatly appreciated during the 
Monster 1200 S press launch, held in Monte Carlo, Monaco, 
best known for the Formula One race that is run on the city’s 
narrow streets and the James Bond movie, Casino Royale. 
Since the principality of Monaco occupies a tiny sliver of 
rocky Mediterranean coastline that’s chock-a-block with 
high-rise casinos and condo towers, we rode inland into 
France, on the impossibly narrow, steep, gnarled roads of the 
Maritime Alps. The route was so much like a spilled plate of 
spaghetti that I rarely clicked the transmission into fourth 
and rowed through the lower gears constantly. Hello, quick-
shifter! Adding to the fun were temperatures in the low 50s 
and pavement that was either rough, wet, scattered with the 
evidence of farm animals or all three. Hooray, cornering ABS!

Bending the Monster through all of those turns—I craned 
my neck to look through so many hairpins that I was sore the 
next day—was made easier thanks to sharper steering ge-
ometry and a tighter wheelbase, the latter achieved by mak-
ing the single-sided swingarm shorter yet also beefi er. With 
the L-twin used as stress member of the chassis, the Monster 
felt as solid as the rock the roads were carved from. Supple-
ness comes courtesy of fully adjustable Öhlins suspension 
that strikes a balance between road-holding fi rmness and 
easy-to-live-with plushness. Just as primo are the Brembo 
M50 monobloc radial front calipers squeezing 330mm semi-
fl oating discs, which freeze-frame the scenery like a pause 
button, and the grippy Pirelli Diablo Rosso III tires.

There was never any snatchiness when rolling on and 
off the gas through all those fi rst-gear switchbacks and off-
camber chicanes, and there was always a deep well of torque 
to draw from (claimed peak is 93 lb-ft). Evolutionary changes 
to the Testastretta 11̊  L-twin over the past few years have 
helped it run smoother with minimal unwanted vibration, 
but its big-bore twin power pulses and booming exhaust 
never let you forget that this is a Ducati. New switchgear 
makes it easier to toggle between the three riding modes—
Sport, Touring and Urban—which offer preset levels for 
power, throttle response, ABS, traction control and wheelie 
control (settings can also be customized). The updated, full-
color TFT instrument display has crisp, easy-to-read graphics 
and all of the pertinent info is shown or easily accessible.

Ducati, of course, paid plenty of attention to styling. Re-
shaping the steel gas tank made it narrower between the 
knees, but also reduced capacity from 4.6 to 4.36 gallons. To 
give the bike a more compact profi le, the tail section was 
made narrower and shorter (and raised 0.4-inch). New die-
cast aluminum footpegs are rubber covered to reduce vibra-
tion, and the passenger footpeg brackets no longer crowd 
the rider’s feet. A removable passenger seat cover adds to the 
sporty look, and grab handles are cleverly recessed under the 
tail. As a naked bike designed for the street, the Monster has 
the most comfortable seating position this side of the Multi-
strada, with an upright handlebar, a wide seat and humane-
ly positioned footpegs.
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Main: The new Ducati Monster 
1200 S, with its newfound 
agility and state-of-the-art 
electronic safety net, is the 
perfect bike for the Maritime 
Alps, which has some of the 
tightest, twistiest roads you’ll 
fi nd anywhere. 
Below: Color options include 
new, non-metallic Liquid 
Concrete Grey for the 1200 S 
(left) and Ducati Red for the 
1200 (right) and 1200 S.
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The 1200 S, in addition to its higher-caliber suspension and 
brakes, has a carbon fi ber front fender, new triple Y-spoke cast 
aluminum wheels with exclusive “S” graphics, an LED day-
time running light embedded in the headlight and LED turn 
signals. It’s available in Ducati Red with a red frame ($16,995) 
or new Liquid Concrete Grey with a black frame ($17,195). The 
standard Monster 1200 ($14,695) features a fully adjustable 
Kayaba fork, a preload- and rebound-adjustable Sachs shock, 
Brembo brakes with M4.32 monobloc radial front calipers 
squeezing 320mm discs and 10-spoke cast aluminum wheels, 
and is available in Ducati Red with a red frame.

Ducati’s new Monster 1200 S wears its icon status well, 
with head-turning Italian style, ample horsepower and 

torque, better handling, premium components and the latest-
and-greatest electronics. It’s the best Monster yet, but it isn’t 
perfect. The engine puts out a lot of heat (the exhaust heat 
shield on the right side gets mighty toasty), the quickshifter 
can be clunky in lower gears and, on a premium street bike 
like this, heated grips and cruise control should be standard. 
But the temperamental qualities of old Monsters—such as 
grabby, stiff dry clutches, balky low-rpm performance and 
questionable reliability—have long since been engineered 
out of the picture. Today’s Monsters manage to blend charac-
ter with refi nement, style with maturity, performance with 
versatility. They’ve gotten better with age. If only we could 
all be so lucky.
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Carving curves in New York’s North Country.

Small and tidy, Saint Mary’s 
Church is in Irishtown.
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surrounding the village of Lake Placid. 
My sidestand is up before 5:00 a.m., and 

it’s already past fi rst light. Soon the sun pokes through, burning off the fog and easing the chill of a 
cool June morning.

Lake Placid, site of the 1932 and 1980 Winter Olympic Games, is a perfect base camp for exploring 
the winding roads in New York’s Adirondack Park. A few dozen members of the New England Riders 
know this and have assembled here for a long weekend to savor some twisties. Leveraging advice and 
inspiration from route guru Ed Conde, I’m here to ride the Adirondacks.

STORY AND PHOTOS BY SCOTT A. WILLIAMS

The twisties get underway quickly on River Road, 
which hugs the west branch of the Ausable River. I down-
shift for a tight turn and spook a raven from its perch 
atop a dead tree. It swoops down and reveals how much 
larger ravens are than their crow cousins. Farther along 
the same river, now paralleling New York State Route 86, 
I come upon a great blue heron whose steady, majestic 
wingbeats complement the thrumming cadence of my 
BMW R 1200 RT’s boxer motor.

Beyond Wilmington, I turn left onto Haselton Road 
to continue following the river. Where the east and west 
branches of the Ausable merge, I cut south to follow the 
east branch. State Route 9N is pleasant to ride in some 

stretches, but beyond the town of Au Sable Forks, Shel-
drake Road and Stickney Bridge Road provide curvier en-
tertainment. Eventually I pick up Route 9N again for the 
run into Keene. There, a left onto Hurricane Road delivers 
tight, technical turns and elevation changes. The roller-
coaster ride continues on Lincoln Pond Road and then En-
sign Pond Road. There’s still no traffi c, but sight distances 
are short through the dense forest and some turns are lit-
tered with sprays of gravel. I continually balance my need 
for speed with my desire for self-preservation.

While today’s early start still fi nds me mostly alone, on 
Blue Ridge Road I get company: a turtle. When I was a kid, 
my father always stopped to help turtles cross Tinkham 

Carving curves in New York’s North Country.

Small and tidy, Saint Mary’s 
Church is in Irishtown.

Winding roads through dense forests spell fun for sport-touring riders.
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Road, which had wetlands on either side. “Always take turtles in the direction 
they’re going,” he taught me. But this morning’s turtle is in the middle of the road, 
right on the yellow line. Make up your mind, reptile! It may just be warming itself, 
but I don’t want it to get squashed by a passing car or truck, so I pull over to help my 
new friend.

The telltale beak confi rms it’s a snapping turtle and it’s BIG—about two feet 
long including the tail. Snappers are deceptively fast and I’m not about to risk my 
fi ngers attempting to move it. There’s nothing on my agenda today except riding 
twisties, so I wait for the turtle to make its move. A 10-wheel dump truck approach-
es and I signal the driver to slow down. He lets off the throttle and as the massive 
vehicle rumbles past, the turtle springs into action. With surprising alacrity, it 
crosses the road onto the shoulder, and then slips into the grassy swamp. Slow and 
steady wins the race.

Having done my good deed for the day, I resume carving curves. Beyond a curve 
in Irishtown, I come upon a tiny white church surrounded by a graveyard. As a kid I 
spent many weekends following my college professor father around old graveyards, 
an area of academic interest for him. That turtle put Dad on my mind, so I stop for 
a look around the graveyard. As I explore, another 10-wheel dump truck rumbles 
by and cuts off that nearby curve, throwing a bit of gravel onto the road. I bet that 
explains the gravel I encountered earlier.

I roll into Schroon Lake as my stomach is signaling breakfast. A friend recommend-
ed Pitkin’s Restaurant for a Texas-style barbecue lunch, but I see on the door they serve 
breakfast, too. As I’m about to walk in, I notice an announcement in the window: they 
open for breakfast for the season on June 4th. Today is June 3rd. I ride on, stop by a lake 
and eat an energy bar, which tastes rather good somehow.

A satisfying stretch of State Route 74 runs along Paradox Lake and Eagle Lake, 
but a well-placed left after that keeps me east of main roads in favor of winding 
Corduroy Road and Amy Hill Road. In Crown Point, I arrive at the junction of Middle 

Pitkin’s Restaurant in Schroon Lake is 
open for breakfast. Tomorrow.

Ausable Chasm as viewed from the 
bridge on U.S. Route 9.

Slow and steady wins the race.
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Road, Creek Road and White Church 
Road. It’s confounding: three roads, 
fi ve intersections, six yield signs and 
no stop signs. No other vehicles are 
approaching, so I follow the rules 
of the road as best I can fi gure and 
pull over to examine this curiosity 
of civil engineering. A man walks 
down his driveway and asks, “Are 
you lost, son?” No sir, I’m amazed! 
There are accidents here frequently, 
he says. His advice for safely navigat-
ing through? “I just let the other guy 
go fi rst.”

I continue past Moriah to one of 
the day’s highlights. Sometimes you 
fi nd a road that’s so much fun, when 
you reach the end you turn around to 
ride it again. That’s Tracy Road. The 
curves are continuous, the pavement 
smooth and the sight lines longer 
than many of the forest roads I rode 
earlier today. I’m grinning inside my 

Breakfast pulled from 
a pannier tastes better 
beside Schroon Lake.
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helmet. At the end I make a U-turn 
for another run. At the other end, 
still grinning, I turn around again. 
Third time’s the charm and I’m back 
on my route.

Since I started early and was only 
delayed by an indecisive turtle, I 
reach the end of my planned route 
by early afternoon. I’m eager for 
more. Last time I was in these parts, 
the road up Whiteface Mountain 
was closed due to hazardous condi-

tions. Today is warm with crystal 
blue skies, so I turn my RT onto State 
Route 431, leave $15 with the toll taker 
and ride up the Whiteface Mountain 
Veterans Memorial Highway.

The original road, conceived 
in 1929 and opened in 1935, was a 
Depression-era New Deal project that 
gave engineers, construction workers 
and stonemasons meaningful jobs. 
More than 80 years later, their efforts 
still benefi t visitors. During 2014 and 

Below: Hockey goal, goalie equipment 
and Old Glory from the 1980 Olympics 
in Lake Placid. Bottom: Sign and Gold 
Medal from the 1980 Winter Olympics.

Early morning light creates long 
shadows along River Road. Below: The 
Lake Placid Olympic ski jumps are easily 
viewed from River Road. An elevator to 
the observation deck of the 120-meter 
jump affords a panoramic view of the 
Adirondack High Peaks.

Breakfast pulled from 
a pannier tastes better 
beside Schroon Lake.
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2015, the road was completely rebuilt and it’s all smooth 
curves and spectacular views along the eight-mile climb 
to Whiteface Castle. From there, an inside-the-mountain 
elevator rises 27 stories to the summit, but I opt for the na-
ture trail and “earn” my way to the top. The view includes 
that wonderful curvy road I get to ride back down the 
mountain.

I pull into Lake Placid with just enough time to tour 
the Olympic Museum. At one display, video of the 1980 
USA/USSR hockey game runs continuously. It’s the third 
period with the Soviets up 3-2 so I sit down and relive 
some history. I know the outcome, it never gets old and 
yes, I believe in miracles. Having savored the upset victory 
anew, I return to the hotel as other riders are pulling in. 
Friends old and new make plans to connect for dinner, ice 
cream and some beers, which are all within easy walking 
distance in Lake Placid.

Next morning, another early start fi nds all manner of 
critters crossing my path. A bendy-back weasel scurries 
across the road with its quarry...looks like there’s mouse 
for breakfast. A groundhog trundles across and under the 
guardrail. A turkey struts confi dently to the other side. 
Farther along, a giant porcupine waddles across the black-
top and up a dirt driveway, then two squirrels swerve 
impulsively but both get across. Strangely, each of these 
critters has crossed my path from left to right.

Around a rising bend, a large whitetail deer is standing 
in the road. I fi nd deer most appealing as an entrée, but 
this doe is beautiful in silhouette against the strong, low 
sun. I slow to a crawl. We stare at each other for a moment 
before she disappears into the woods.

My progress is easterly, more or less, toward the west-
ern shore of Lake Champlain. I arrive in Essex as the Pink 
Pig & Café is opening for breakfast and score their best 
table: outside next to my bike. Lake Champlain is totally 

fogged over this morning but on the shore it’s sunny. After 
breakfast, as I ride north along the lakeshore, I can see 
wisps of fog waft off the lake then dissipate instantly as 
they reach warm air rising off the road. This area near the 
lake includes some of the day’s best twisties. Turning off 
State Route 22, Highland Road is briefl y dirt and then hard 
pack, but suddenly it’s fl awless new tar with curve after 
undulating curve. Yeah!

Along Mace Chasm Road I stop to admire the view at 
Rainbow Falls. The falls once provided power for mills 
alongside the Ausable River. Today they generate hydro-
electric power. Just downstream, Ausable Chasm gener-
ates oohs and ahhs from visiting tourists, your humble 
scribe included. I cross the Ausable River Bridge on U.S. 
Route 9 and pull into the parking area, then walk out onto 
the bridge for stunning views of the chasm from above.

Just as I’m about to resume my ride alone, several 
friends pull into the parking area. We trade tales of our 
morning rides, including the joy of Highland Road. It’s been 
a while since I rode in a group and I ask if I can join them 
to bring up the rear. They’re skilled riders, all riding their 
own ride, and I fi nd myself enjoying road company other 
than critters. In the village of Saranac Lake, we all grab deli 
sandwiches, picnic next to Lake Flower and stage an unau-
thorized photo op of Honda ST1300s on the boat pier.

After lunch, we ride north on State Route 86, then east 
along Rainbow Lake to another asphalt gem, County Road 
26 (the Port Kent-Hopkinton Turnpike). This smooth, nar-
row ribbon slices through mostly undeveloped Adiron-
dack parklands. There’s no center line and no edge lines, 
so riders must keep to the right while constantly setting 
up for sharp curves with short sightlines. It’s a hoot! At 
the end, Ed dismounts and does a happy dance. Everyone 
else waves and honks approval of that awesome road and 
Ed’s spontaneous performance.

There are several lay-bys on 
Whiteface Mountain Memorial 
Veterans Highway where you can 
safely pull over to enjoy the view.
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We need to take a stretch of two-lane highway south 
toward Brighton, but it gets curvier as we head back 
through Saranac Lake to complete a loop. Forest Home 
Road and Route 86 return us to Lake Placid, where another 
incredible ride concludes. Sidestands down for the day, 

riders begin making plans for another evening out in this 
engaging, historic and walkable village. Over pub grub 
and beers, everyone agrees that there are plenty more 
roads to ride—and many we can’t wait to ride again—up 
here in the Adirondacks.

OK, so I rode up to the Castle, but I hiked the last 276 
vertical feet to the top.

Huh…must have ridden farther north than I realized.

Above: Even at its 
lower elevations, 
Whiteface Mountain 
Veterans Memorial 
Highway serves up 
stunning views of 
Adirondack peaks and 
lakes. Left: ST1300 s 
mug for the camera 
on the boat pier by 
Lake Flower. Right: 
This bobsled sits right 
on a village sidewalk…
hop in!
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Black Bonnie

The Bonneville T100, 
in either the standard 

or Black version, 
looks the classic part, 
with styling like the 

T120 and the smaller-
displacement 900cc 

parallel twin from the 
Street Twin.

HELMET: SHOEI RF-1200
JACKET: IXS NEMESIS
PANTS: IXS NANDI
BOOTS: JOE ROCKET METEOR FX

RIDDEN & RATED  2017 TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE T100 BLACK
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Paul Newman, Steve McQueen, Clint Eastwood, Bob 
Dylan, Keith Richards. Cool, cooler, badass, rebel, rock 
’n’ roller. And they all rode Triumph Bonnevilles.

Whether these icons boosted the Bonneville’s street 
cred or the Bonneville—a British hot rod introduced in 1959 
and named in honor of Johnny Allen’s 214-mph land speed 
record on the Bonneville Salt Flats in the Triumph-pow-
ered, methanol-fueled Texas Ceegar streamliner—boosted 
theirs is hard to say. For average souls like you and me, it’s 
almost certainly the latter.

After fi ve years of painstaking development, Triumph 
launched an all-new Bonneville platform for 2016, a family 
of fi ve models powered by three variations of the venerable 
parallel twin, all of which are liquid-cooled and bristling 
with modern technology on the inside while maintaining 
a vintage look on the outside.

Given Triumph’s major investment of time and money 
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Black Bonnie
As the name implies, 

the T100 Black is  
blacked-out, with 

just a hint of chrome, 
which Triumph says 

appeals more to urban 
riders. Choose Jet 

Black (gloss) or Matt 
Black.

RIDDEN & RATED  2017 TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE T100 BLACK
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Paul Newman, Steve McQueen, Clint Eastwood, Bob 
Dylan, Keith Richards. Cool, cooler, badass, rebel, rock 
’n’ roller. And they all rode Triumph Bonnevilles.

Whether these icons boosted the Bonneville’s street 
cred or the Bonneville—a British hot rod introduced in 1959 
and named in honor of Johnny Allen’s 214-mph land speed 
record on the Bonneville Salt Flats in the Triumph-pow-
ered, methanol-fueled Texas Ceegar streamliner—boosted 
theirs is hard to say. For average souls like you and me, it’s 
almost certainly the latter.

After fi ve years of painstaking development, Triumph 
launched an all-new Bonneville platform for 2016, a family 
of fi ve models powered by three variations of the venerable 
parallel twin, all of which are liquid-cooled and bristling 
with modern technology on the inside while maintaining 
a vintage look on the outside.

Given Triumph’s major investment of time and money 

(not to mention booming Bonnie sales—up 68 percent, 
says Triumph), it’s no surprise that the Bonneville family 
is growing from fi ve to nine models for 2017, with the 900cc 
Street Cup café racer, 1,200cc Bobber and 900cc T100 and 
T100 Black coming soon to a dealership near you.

During Triumph’s annual dealer meeting, held in down-
town Los Angeles last October, I had a chance to take a short 
test ride on the new Bonneville T100 Black, a more afford-
able and accessible version of the T120 that won Rider’s 2016 
Motorcycle of the Year award. It costs $1,400 less, weighs 24 
pounds less and makes less horsepower and torque. Since 
the T100 and T120 have the same engine cases and chassis, 
most of the weight savings is due to the omission of certain 
features found on the T120, like the centerstand, passen-
ger grab rail and second front disc brake. Foregoing these 
items, as well as the T120’s heated grips and riding modes, 
helps keep the price down.

By GREG DREVENSTEDT
Photography by JAMES MARTINEC & COURTESY TRIUMPH
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2017 TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE 
T100 BLACK
Base Price: $10,300
Website: triumphmotorcycles.com
Engine Type: Liquid-cooled, transverse parallel twin, 
SOHC, 4 valves per cyl.
Displacement: 900cc
Bore x Stroke: 84.6 x 80mm
Transmission: 5-speed, cable-actuated wet torque-
assist clutch
Final Drive: X-ring chain
Wheelbase: 57.1 in.
Rake/Trail: 25.5 degrees/4.1 in.
Seat Height: 31.1 in.
Claimed Dry Weight: 470 lbs. 
Fuel Capacity: 3.8 gals.
MPG: NA
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1. Like all new Bonnevilles, the T100’s liquid-cooled, 900cc 
parallel twin has a 270-degree crank. 2. Classic twin gauges 
have modern LCD insets. Below: Standard T100 (left), with 
lots of chrome and two-tone paint, retails for $10,800.

1 2

RIDDEN & RATED  2017 TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE T100
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Throwing a leg over the T100 Black, which has a 
blacked-out drivetrain, exhaust and other bits to distin-
guish it from the chromed and polished standard T100, it 
felt a lot like the T120 test bike we had a few months ago. 
The bench saddle is wide, fl at and reasonably plush, and 
its low, 31.1-inch height makes it easy to plant both feet 
securely on the ground at stops.

Triumph has a knack for building user-friendly bikes—
ones that are easy to ride, offer nimble, reassuring handling 
and deliver power in a predictable manner but are never bor-
ing. The T100 is docile without being dull, a bike that’s ideal 
for newer/younger/smaller riders but will keep gray-and-
balding veterans like me entertained until the cows come 
home. Even though my test ride was barely 40 miles, I ex-
plored some of the most challenging, traffi c-choked streets 
in L.A. with childlike ease. Pulling away from stops and 
changing gears were effortless thanks to the feather-light 
torque-assist clutch, and the narrow handlebar, neutral rid-
ing position and compact chassis geometry bestow the T100 
with light, intuitive handling.

My default desire is for more power and torque rather 
than less, but, if I’m honest, the T100’s 55 horsepower and 59 
lb-ft of torque (claimed, down from 80 horsepower and 77.4 
lb-ft on the T120) are plenty. With its “high torque” tune and 

270-degree crank, the T100 has a broad spread of grunt down 
low, always at the ready for squirting through traffi c or dart-
ing out of corners. There’s no vagueness or snatchiness from 
the throttle-by-wire, just smooth, linear feel, and the twin 
peashooters emit a pleasing bark.

A classic tubular-steel, double-cradle frame and steel 
swingarm hold the T100 together, and it’s suspended on 
a 41mm non-adjustable fork and twin preload-adjustable 
shocks, both by KYB with 4.7 inches of travel. Though a tad 
soft for my 200 pounds of ballast, the ride is comfortable 
and responsive. Single front and rear discs squeezed by Nis-
sin 2-piston fl oating calipers provide decent stopping power, 
backed up by standard ABS and switchable traction control. 
The T100 rolls on spoked wheels (18-inch front, 17-inch rear) 
with Pirelli Phantom Sportcomp tube-type tires that add to 
the classic look but provide modern levels of grip and have a 
nice, round profi le.

Even though my ride was short, I didn’t want it to end. 
Without excessive power, weight or size, riding around L.A.’s 
confusing maze of ramps, bridges, tunnels, railroad cross-
ings, one-way roads and steep hills on the T100 was playful 
rather than stressful. I ran several laps around the narrow, 
twisty roads of Elysian Park, enjoying sweeping views of the 
downtown skyline. While sitting at an outside table munch-
ing on fi sh tacos at my favorite taqueria in the trendy neigh-
borhood of Silver Lake, I watched hipsters strut past the T100 
parked near the sidewalk. Some stopped to admire the all-
black, old-school-is-cool Bonneville, oblivious to the fact that 
it was brand new. Curb appeal isn’t always high on my list of 
priorities, but when it’s wrapped around such a fun machine, 
I’m all for it. Steve McQueen would approve.
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RIDER TOUR TEST 2016 YAMAHA YZF-R3

Little Big
Sport Tourer
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RIDER TOUR TEST 2016 YAMAHA YZF-R3

From cliffs high above the Pacifi c 
Ocean to the salty mist near the wa-
ter’s edge, California’s Route 1 along 

the Big Sur coast seduces two-wheeled 
travelers with sensuous curves in a stun-
ning setting. If you’re lucky enough to 
enjoy the road without traffi c, the experi-
ence is guaranteed a top spot on your best 
rides list. I rode it on a mid-summer get-
away to Big Sur with two friends from my 
high school days, Steve Luick and Alan 
McKay. Curious to try touring on a smaller 
bike, I chose Yamaha’s sporty 321cc DOHC 
parallel twin, the YZF-R3. Introduced in 
2015, the Yamaha was late to the 300cc 
sportbike scene, but came out charging at 
its street/track debut (Rider, July 2015, and 
on ridermagazine.com). How would it do 
with a little touring action?

With Chase Harper bags carefully fi tted 
to the Yamaha’s pointy rear and the single 
rear shock’s preload cranked up (the only 
suspension adjustment available), the R3 
was ready to travel. More than 100 miles 
of four-lane freeway between home and 
Route 1 gave me a chance to test its trav-
eling comfort and ability to hang with 
traffi c. The R3 cruises at typical over-the-
limit California freeway speeds without 
breathing hard, its counterbalancer keep-
ing things relaxed at the seat, bars and 
pegs. Though some vibration creeps in at 
various rpm, I never found it annoying. 
Winding the fuel-injected 321cc up toward 
its 12,245 rpm redline is at least half the 
fun of riding the R3, assisted by a throttle 
pulley that progressively magnifi es grip 
twist at the dual 32mm throttle bodies. 
The motor has enough low-end torque not 
to embarrass itself, but the experience I’ll 
remember is hitting 11 grand in third or 
fourth before shifting up.

Little Big
Sport Tourer

Main: We got lucky. During 
summer the marine layer 
often shrouds California 
Route 1 in chilly fog, 
obscuring scenic views and 
requiring warm layers. 
Top right: The YZF-R3 is 
Yamaha’s affordable, 
accessible entry point into 
the world of sportbikes.

By ARDEN KYSELY
Photography by THE AUTHOR and MARK TUTTLE
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RIDER TOUR TEST 2016 YAMAHA YZF-R3

Above: Yamaha’s YZF-R3 has comfortable, humane 
ergonomics and its small, non-adjustable windscreen 
provides a modicum of protection. The 371-pound bike 
is easy to handle on curvy roads. Left: With some Chase 
Harper soft luggage attached to the tail, the R3 makes for a 
fun, lightweight sport tourer.

Cambria was our fi rst stop. We picked up Alan, who’d 
ridden his BMW F 800 GS down from Santa Cruz the night 
before. It was good to unwind from the R3, though I’d 
made those fi rst 130 miles pain-free. The seating position 

is sporty but mild, with top-mounted clip-on handlebars, 
moderately rearset pegs and a comfortable, 30.7-inch-high 
seat that tapers for easy ground control. My 68-inch frame 
was right at home and my rear wasn’t complaining. Nei-
ther was my upper body—the R3’s small windscreen keeps 
buffeting to a minimum, and directs enough clean air 
at my chest to reduce the weight on my hands. The com-
pact instrument pod has an accurate speedometer (1 mph 
error), a digital tach and a conservative fuel gauge with a 
low fuel indicator.

Joining an endless line of cars slogging north, we had 
no choice but to enjoy the scenery, which, as it turns out, 
is much better when not blurred by speed. The R3 putted 
along without overheating or cooking my legs. Needing 
a kick while in the doldrums, I’d drop back a ways, snick 
down a gear or two, then wind it out to the next gear (yes, 

HELMET: SCORPION EXO-GT3000
 JACKET: FIRSTGEAR TPG TETON 
PANTS: OLYMPIA AIRGLIDE 
BOOTS: IXS TARMAC
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RIDER TOUR TEST 2016 YAMAHA YZF-R3

Above: Yamaha’s YZF-R3 has comfortable, humane 
ergonomics and its small, non-adjustable windscreen 
provides a modicum of protection. The 371-pound bike 
is easy to handle on curvy roads. Left: With some Chase 
Harper soft luggage attached to the tail, the R3 makes for a 
fun, lightweight sport tourer.

is sporty but mild, with top-mounted clip-on handlebars, 
moderately rearset pegs and a comfortable, 30.7-inch-high 
seat that tapers for easy ground control. My 68-inch frame 
was right at home and my rear wasn’t complaining. Nei-
ther was my upper body—the R3’s small windscreen keeps 
buffeting to a minimum, and directs enough clean air at 
my chest to reduce the weight on my hands. The compact 
instrument pod has an accurate speedometer (1 mph error), 
a digital tach and a conservative fuel gauge with a low fuel 
indicator.

Joining an endless line of cars slogging north, we had 
no choice but to enjoy the scenery, which, as it turns out, 
is much better when not blurred by speed. The R3 putted 
along without overheating or cooking my legs. Needing 
a kick while in the doldrums, I’d drop back a ways, snick 
down a gear or two, then wind it out to the next gear (yes, 

The only suspension 
adjustment on the R3 
is rear spring preload. 
Single discs front and 
rear handle braking 
duties, and ABS is a new 
$300 option for 2017. 
When the pace heats 
up, the suspension and 
brakes become the R3’s 
limiting factors.

I’m easily entertained). Finally settled into a cabin at Ripplewood Re-
sort in Big Sur, we spent the warm afternoon talking of motorcycles 
past, present and future. The next morning Steve and I followed Alan 
north to Carmel as he headed home along more beautiful coastline. Re-
turning south, we hit howling wind at Point Sur. The R3 stayed with 
traffi c into the headwind, but crosswinds were diffi cult to manage on 
the 371-pound, fully gassed motorcycle.

The following day was my birthday, and quite a gift was waiting for 
me as we headed south before breakfast—a nearly empty road. This is 
where the R3 showed its mettle. Agile as a cheetah, the Yamaha swaps 
directions effortlessly on its attractive 17-inch cast aluminum wheels. 
Acceleration is a wrist twist away, and the clutch and tranny are a 
smooth team. Michelin Pilot Street tires dish up plenty of traction, but 
when pushing the bike, limits to the brakes and suspension become 
obvious. The Yamaha needs more braking power than the single discs 
offer; they’re not horrible, but the bike attains speeds that require ex-
cellent brakes, and these aren’t. The KYB inverted fork is spongy, with 
weak rebound damping letting the front-end recoil too fast from im-
pacts. The single rear shock performs better, keeping the power and 
rider on the ground. These are weaknesses, though, not deal-breakers. 
The R3 is a hoot on a smooth road, and fi ne on rougher tarmac once you 
know its limits. Needless to say, we made quick work of getting home.

Sporty good looks aside, the YZF-R3 is a comfortable, exciting ma-
chine for any kind of pavement work. In 1,000 miles on this bike, I don’t 
think the smile ever left my face—well, maybe on that slow slog north. 
The miserly twin returned 54.2 mpg overall, burning 87 octane gaso-
line at an 11.2:1 compression ratio. With its 3.7-gallon tank and incred-
ible 26,600-mile valve adjustment interval, touring is certainly an op-
tion—and a fun one at that.
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2016 YAMAHA YZF-R3
Base Price: $4,990
Warranty: 1 yr., unltd. miles
Website: yamahamotorsports.com

ENGINE
Type: Liquid-cooled, transverse parallel  twin
Displacement: 321cc
Bore x Stroke: 68mm x 44.1mm
Compression Ratio: 11.2:1
Valve Train: DOHC, 4 valves per cyl.
Valve Insp. Interval: 26,600 miles
Fuel Delivery: EFI
Lubrication System: Wet sump, 2.7-qt. cap.
Transmission: 6-speed, cable-actuated 
wet clutch
Final drive: O-ring chain

ELECTRICAL
Ignition: Electronic
Charging output: 298 watts @ 5,000 rpm
Battery: 12V 7AH

CHASSIS
Frame: Steel diamond-type, engine as 
stressed member
Wheelbase: 54.3 in.
Rake/Trail: 25 degrees/3.74 in.
Seat Height: 30.7 in.
Suspension, Front: 41mm USD fork, no adj., 
5.1-in. travel
Rear: Single linked rear shock, adj. for spring 
preload, 4.9-in. travel
Brakes, Front: Single 298mm disc w/ 
2-piston caliper
Rear: Single 220mm disc w/ 1-piston caliper
Wheels, Front: Cast aluminum, 2.75 x 17 in.
Rear: Cast aluminum, 4.00 x 17 in.
Tires, Front: Tubeless 110/70-17
Rear: Tubeless 140/70-17
Wet Weight: 371 lbs.
Load Capacity: 350 lbs.
GVWR: 721 lbs.

PERFORMANCE
Fuel Capacity: 3.7 gals., last 0.8 gal. warning 
light on
MPG: 87 PON min. (low/avg/high) 
44.8/54.2/57.1
Estimated Range: 200.5 miles
Indicated RPM at 60 MPH: 6,500
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If you have traveled Interstate 5 between Oregon and California, you’ve probably 
seen one end of the State of Jefferson Scenic Byway. Eleven miles south of the 
Oregon-California border, I-5 drops into a wide valley where the Interstate cross-

es the Klamath River. As I-5 climbs out of the valley heading south, you can catch 
glimpses of a twisty two-lane road following the river westward. That winding 
road is California State Route 96.

Where Route 96 meets I-5 is the eastern end of the State of Jefferson Scenic By-
way. I had seen it often in the 1970s and ’80s as I traveled between Oakland, Califor-
nia, and Portland, Oregon. It looked like a marvelous motorcycle road. I promised 
myself I would ride that road someday.

And why the “State of Jefferson?” In the late 1930s, the citizens in the mountain 
areas of southwest Oregon and far northern California wanted to form a new state, 
the State of Jefferson. It was a serious political movement, but it was shelved in 1941, 
when the U.S. entered World War II and everyone’s energy turned to winning the war.

The movement hasn’t died out; some residents still want to secede to form their 
own state. Seven counties along the Oregon-California border form the core of the 

State of Mind Ride
he tate o  e  e son ational
o est cenic yway.

Story & photos by PAUL R. RITTER
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A couple of motorcyclists skirt 
the Armco as the road crosses the 
Klamath River.

A tribute to Bigfoot in the town of 
Happy Camp, this statue is about 10 
feet tall. The Bigfoot Scenic Byway, 
another nice motorcycle ride in the 
State of Jefferson, starts here.

State of Jefferson, but there’s an ex-
panded version with 27 counties. That’s 
a pretty sizable chunk of land, but 
not many people. There are, however, 
many nice riding roads in the area, on 
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both sides of the current state border. 
One route is officially designated as the 
State of Jefferson Scenic Byway.

Eventually I kept my promise and 
took that ride. It is indeed a marvelous 
motorcycle road. I gassed up at Ash-
land as there’s no gas at the intersec-
tion of I-5 and Route 96, only a high-
way rest stop—no other buildings, no 
homes and no businesses. Appropriate 
for a state that doesn’t actually exist.

After rattling over a cattle guard 

that matched the rhythm of the road 
and river, roughly between 50 and 70 
mph. That worked. It was like a waltz-
ing pace; left sweeper, short straight, 
right sweeper and so on. The road 
sticks fairly close to the river, which 
drops gently and gradually as it flows 
westward. It provides a very pleasant 
ride, lots of nice curves linked by short, 
level, straight sections.

I started in very dry country but as 
I rode west the land became moister 
and the north-facing slopes were for-
ested with pines. This gradual trans-
formation from a dry, sunburned 
landscape to lush evergreen forest 
continued as I rode west. By the locale 
of Seiad Valley, about 50 miles from 
the start, I was passing through a real 
forest. At a highway rest stop I ran into 
a couple of serious riders and their 
Gold Wing GL1800s.

They were from the Reno/Sparks 
area of Nevada. Every year they came 
west, they told me, to ride the motor-
cycle-friendly roads of Northern Cali-
fornia, er, I mean Jefferson. We talked 
about some other nice roads in the 
region. They had traveled down the 
Feather River Highway (California 
State Route 70) to Oroville, California, 
a pretty nice ride. Next they ran west 
on State Route 36, the one with the 
“Curves Next 140 Miles” road sign in 

The State of Jefferson Scenic Byway attracts motorcyclists from around the 
region. These two hail from the Reno/Sparks area of Nevada, and take a riding 
vacation each summer to travel the motorcycle-friendly roads of Jefferson.

I tried to push forward quickly, but it 
didn’t feel right. Roads have a rhythm 
and it’s best to find that rhythm and 
blend in. This part of the scenic by-
way follows the Klamath River—even 
though it passes through the fairly 
rugged Siskiyou Mountains it is a riv-
erine road. Like the river it meanders. 
It features sweeping, medium-to-
large-radius curves, mostly unmarked 
or signed with 30-45 mph recommend-
ed speeds. I soon settled on a pace 

062x064-RR1702-FavRide.indd   63 12/1/16   3:24 PM



FAVORITERIDE continued

Red Bluff. They were heading east to-
ward their home, so we parted as I con-
tinued west on the State of Jefferson 
Scenic Byway.

Just east of the town of Happy 
Camp, the Scenic Byway climbs up and 
over a ridge, then quickly drops down 
to rejoin the river. Happy Camp is the 
biggest town on the route, and there 
are fuel and food available there. I 
had ridden a bit over an hour with one 
short stop since I started at I-5, and the 
longer pause was welcomed.

Route 96 swings south at Happy 
Camp and becomes the Bigfoot Sce-
nic Byway as it continues to follow 
the Klamath River. I continued on 
the State of Jefferson Scenic Byway, 
turning northwest on Greyback Road, 
which is very narrow compared to 
Route 96. Also called Indian Creek 
Road, it runs uphill through the can-
yon containing Indian Creek, with 
tall, heavily forested hills on both 
sides. The forest is quite pretty and 
very dense. From the road I couldn’t 
see into the trees very far, just a nar-
row strip along the tarmac. It’s easy 
to imagine Bigfoot being able to hide 
out in these many square miles of 
mountains and dense woods that 
have very little human presence.

Greyback climbs rather slowly 
at first, mostly straight with gen-
tle bends, still a waltzing rhythm. 

Twelve miles beyond Happy Camp, 
the mountains close in and the road 
becomes a true mountain road. We 
weren’t waltzing anymore as the 
short straights disappeared and 
curve followed curve: a quick uphill 
left then a sweeping right followed 
by a long uphill left horseshoe bend, a 
quick right, and on like that for miles. 
The waltz was over as the rhythm 
was now more like a moderately 
paced two-step.

The State of Jefferson Scenic By-
way tops out at 4,800 feet, one mile 
south of the Oregon border, which is a 
good climb from the 1,200-foot eleva-
tion of Happy Camp. The contrast be-
tween the two parts of the Scenic By-
way is striking. In the 65 miles from 
Interstate 5 to Happy Camp, I lost 800 
feet of elevation, dropping slowly 
from 2,000 feet to 1,200 feet. The 
climb up Greyback, from 1,200 feet to 
4,800 feet, happens in only 20 miles.

The road continues at this lofty 
height, staying above 4,000 feet well 
into Oregon, until the stretch I call The 
Plunge. The road was dropping gently 
downhill when I took a slow left horse-
shoe bend and it suddenly got steep. 
Very steep. My attention snapped 
sharply to the road and I stopped look-
ing at the forest and focused on the 
tight and frequent turns. The Scenic 
Byway drops from 4,000 feet to 1,600 

feet in about seven miles as it enters 
Oregon’s Illinois River valley. For a few 
miles the road was jitterbugging and I 
had to work hard to keep pace.

When the Scenic Byway reaches 
the valley floor, its name changes to 
Waldo Road and the waltzing pace 
resumes. I relaxed and caught my 
breath as the road, mostly level now, 
passed through some low foothills be-
fore ending at the Redwood Highway. 
The stop sign here marks the western 
end of the Scenic Byway. I sat on my 
bike at the intersection and looked 
around. Trees. Not a single building 
visible. The locale of O’Brien is near-
by, so there are a few dozen homes in 
the area, but they are hidden in the 
forest. At this empty intersection you 
can turn north to the Oregon town of 
Cave Junction or south back into Cali-
fornia, toward Crescent City.

Like the eastern end of the Scenic 
Byway there is little at the western 
end. It seems somehow appropriate 
that the State of Jefferson Scenic By-
way, named for a state that doesn’t 
exist, should have such empty, open 
end points. Will there ever be a State 
of Jefferson? I don’t really care. I’m 
glad we have the State of Jefferson 
Scenic Byway, 107 miles of fun, wind-
ing river and steep mountain roads, 
starting at no place special and end-
ing nowhere in particular.

 The eastern end of the State of Jefferson Scenic Byway is in very dry country near Yreka, California, with some cottonwoods near 
the river, sunburnt grass and sage-covered hillsides.
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If you want to start an endless war on any online motorcycle forum, just ask, “What’s 
the best oil?” and stand back. There are countless self-described experts who are 
happy to tell you all about the oil that lets them go 10,000 miles between changes, 

or the one that increases gas mileage and horsepower by 50 percent. In fact, the differ-
ences between motorcycle oils aren’t that great, but if you really want to see a notice-
able change in your engine’s performance and lifespan, just choose the wrong oil.

That’s not hard to do in a market fl ooded with a variety of brands, types and for-
mulations, but when it comes to buying oil for your bike the fi rst rule is simple: buy 
motorcycle oil, not car oil. All motor oil starts with what’s called the base stock, either 
mineral-based (pumped up out of the ground) or synthetic (manufactured in a lab). 
Additives are then blended in according to the oil’s intended use. Engine oils, for ex-
ample, get detergents to keep the inside of the engine clean, and viscosity modifi ers 
to keep the oil thick when its temperature rises to a point where it would otherwise 
thin out. Transmission oils get shear stabilizers to prevent the meshing gears from 
breaking down the oil. The engine and transmission of most motorcycles use the 
same oil supply, so motorcycle engine oil lacks car oil’s friction modifi ers, which can 
make the clutch slip.

Synthetic oil can go longer between changes, has higher fi lm strength to protect 
the engine during hard use and circulates faster through the engine when cold. It also 
costs more than mineral oils—often a lot more. You can save a little by buying semi-
synthetic, which is made with a base stock consisting of mineral oil blended with no 
more than 30 percent synthetic oil. If you’re a casual rider, don’t abuse your bike and 
look after your oil-change intervals, mineral-based oil will do the job just fi ne and save 
you money in the long run. But if you travel a lot in hot weather with a passenger and a 
trailer, and treat oil-change intervals as mere suggestions, hedge your bets and fi ll your 
crankcase with synthetic.

PRACTICAL TECH HELP

But there’s less wiggle 
room when it comes to the 

API (American Petroleum In-
stitute) ratings. The API rating 

denotes the additive package 
used in the oil. The most recent is 

SN, which is backward compatible 
with all earlier API designations such 

as SJ, SL and SM. If you have an older 
bike and you’ve been buying the oil 

specifi ed in the manual, there’ll come a 
time when that rating is no longer avail-
able. Switch to one of the more recent 
ratings and you’ll be covered.

Weight, or viscosity, is another worry 
for some riders. Do they want the weight 
specifi ed by the motorcycle manufactur-
er, or should they get something heavier 
for better protection? There’s little rea-
son to stray from the recommended 
viscosity for normal riding. Engines are 
designed with a certain weight of oil in 
mind and matched to that oil’s fl ow rate 
over a range of temperatures. Substan-
tially thicker oil might not fl ow as easily, 
depriving the engine of lubrication when 
it’s needed the most.

The weight on the can or bottle 
tells you all you need to know: 15W-50, 
for example, means the oil fl ows like a 
15-weight at temperatures below -15 de-
grees F (which is why the W stands for 
winter) and like a 50-weight at 212 de-
grees. Unless you make a habit of riding 
in subzero weather, the 50 is what you 
care about. Most bikes list more than 
one approved weight, such as both 10W-
40 and 15W-50, so you have some leeway 
if the weight you’re looking for is out 
of stock.  —JERRY SMITH

Oil
 A Slippery Subject
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STANDARD
Standard (mineral-based) oil is 
just fi ne if you're a weekend rider, 
don't abuse your bike and look 
after your oil-change intervals. 
Spectro 4 Motorcycle Oil (below, 
top) combines the highest quality 
base oils with motorcycle-specifi c 
antiwear additives, including 
shear-stable polymers that help 
reduce thinning. Lucas Oil's High 
Performance oil (below, bottom) 
promises lower oil temperatures, 
longer component life, less noise 
and fewer leaks than other oils. 

SEMI-SYNTHETIC
Semi-synthetic oils combine a 
mineral base with synthetic oil, 
offering some of the benefi ts of 
full synthetic at a reduced cost. 
Maxima Syn Blend 4 (above, top) 
utilizes "surface active chemistry" 
for lower engine temperatures, 
increased fi lm strength and 
extended oil change intervals. 
A balanced additive system 
minimizes engine deposits while 
providing complete protection. 
Motul's Twin Syn (above, bottom) 
uses Technosynthese tech-nology 
and was developed specifi cally for 
V-Twin engines. It is an excellent 
choice for the long-haul enthusiast. 

SYNTHETIC
Synthetic oil offers the best 
protection for your motorcycle, and 
is ideal for hard, year-round riding 
and those who treat oil change 
intervals as mere suggestions. 
Amsoil Synthetic V-Twin oil (below, 
top) is formulated for high-
temperature, air-cooled engines 
and the demands of frequent, 
short rides. Motorex Top Speed 4T 
(below, bottom) provides smooth 
shifting and gear engagement, 
excellent clutch performance 
and low oil consumption for 
demanding touring riders.
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TIPS,TRICKS&ANSWERS continued

TECH Q&A

Stationary
ST1300

Q: My loca l Honda dealer has a new 
2010 Honda ST1300 with 0 miles. I 
know Clement Salvadori has owned 
more than one ST and I need to know 
if this bike is safe to buy. Is there any-
thing I should look for or be aware of? 
I’m concerned because it has been sit-
ting for so long.

JERRY CRAFTON, via email

A: Jerry, Clem has only owned Honda 
ST1100s, though he has put a lot of 
miles on them! He considered buying 
a 2003 ST1300 but felt it put out too 
much engine heat around the lower 
legs in warm to hot weather. And I 
agree with him, though Honda made 
some running changes after the bike’s 
introduction in 2003 and prior to 2010 
to help reduce the heat. It’s a great 
bike in every other respect. If the heat’s 

not a showstopper for you, you should 
be good to go bike-wise.

The other thing to consider is how 
it’s been stored. If it literally has 0 miles, 
that means that it had the factory dyno 
test, was (probably) drained of fl uids 
and shipped to the dealer. Have gas, oil 
and coolant been added and the bike 
been made to run since? If it was left 
with fuel in the tank and fuel injection 
system for many years without being 
started regularly, that fuel has prob-
ably gummed up the system by now, and 
if the fuel was oxygenated with ethanol, 
it may have absorbed water that could 
have rusted some fuel system compo-
nents. On the other hand, if the bike was 
drained completely, it might run OK but 
there’s a slight possibility that dried-up 
seals in the fuel and/or cooling systems 
could result in leaks.

Lots of mechanics would also insist 
upon manually adding some top-end 
lubrication before firing a bike up for 
the first time in many years. At a mini-
mum the ignition should be disabled 
and the starter cranked several times 
for 5-10 seconds to get some (fresh) 
oil into the top end before starting 
the motorcycle. Coolant and brake 
fluid should also be changed, and 
check the date of manufacture on the 
tires. They could be as much as eight 
years old by now. A tire’s service life 
is dependent upon many variables, 
but after 5-7 years they warrant some 
serious scrutiny.

The big question is, will the dealer 
fi x any problems the bike currently has 
before you buy it, and honor the origi-
nal warranty? 

 —MARK TUTTLE

Stationary
ST1300
Stationary
ST1300
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RIDING A STRETCH of rising and falling 
road is fun, but also presents a special 
kind of challenge for the back-road 
motorcyclist. While the rider can of-
ten see the road stretching out into 
the distance, parts of the path are hid-
den from view by one or more low ele-
vation hillcrests. Those shallow dips—
often hardly noticeable—can be as 
dangerous as a sharp blind curve. Both 
a blind curve and a small hillcrest can 
hide a car, truck, intersection, drive-
way, school bus stop, stopped mail 
truck…well, you get the idea. 

The increased risk comes in a rid-
er’s tendency to ride faster than he 
or she should over the low hillcrests. 
Being able to see the road in the dis-
tance, it’s easy to slip into the trap 
of setting travel speed according to 
that long view. The problem is, the 
real threat may be hidden just out of 
view, a few bike lengths ahead in the 
valley just beyond a rise in the fore-
ground. First, it’s important to recog-
nize even a small hillcrest that hinders 
your view of a section of road ahead. 
Notice how the car in the pictures dis-

appears from view when it drives into 
the dip. Also notice the sign indicating 
a school bus stop—is it in the valley 
or farther up the road? Consider the 
immediate hillcrest to be your “visual 
limit” or visual point (it’s not where 
the road disappears in the far dis-
tance). Then set a speed that would 
permit controlled slowing, stopping 
or other maneuvering to avoid any 
threat that might be lying in wait in 
the hidden valley. There’s a reason 
we call it “dead ground” in our Stayin’ 
Safe program.  —ERIC TROW

STAYIN’ SAFE

Hidden Valley
There can be a lot lurking in between two hillcrests.
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Above: The view of the road ahead looks wide open 
at first. But look again and notice the stretch of 
road that is hidden from sight. Left: The short valley 
beyond the hillcrest has swallowed the car from 
view. Could the school bus stop indicated in the sign 
be hidden there too? 
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PRODUCT SPOTLIGHT

51 2 3 4
BMW AND 
TRIUMPH BLING
Rizoma has announced a line 
of tasteful and high-quality 
accessories for the BMW R 
nineT and Triumph Bonneville 
T120 motorcycles. The R nineT 
was built for customization, 
and Rizoma’s beautifully ma-
chined aluminum accessories 
will make your ride stand out. 
The Bonneville is one of the 
most classically handsome 
motorcycles on the road 
today. Rizoma products were 
designed to complement 
the Bonneville’s classic good 
looks and help you make your 
Bonnie your own.
See your dealer or visit 
rizoma.com

ANYTHING BUT 
“ENTRY-LEVEL”
Shoei has announced its most 
affordable premium helmet 
yet: the RF-SR. Equipped with 
many of Shoei’s top features, 
like a compact, aerodynamic 
shell, sharp styling, great 
airfl ow, an advanced shield 
system including a Pinlock 
anti-fog insert and a fully 
removable liner, the RF-SR 
rewrites the rules on what an 
“entry-level” helmet can be. 
Available in seven solid colors 
in sizes XS-2XL spread over 
four shell sizes, the RF-SR will 
be available in Spring 2017 at 
a retail price of $399.
See your dealer or visit 
shoei-helmets.com

THE BEST OF 
PORTUGAL
Spain-based IMTBike is cel-
ebrating its 20th anniversary 
in 2017, and it has announced 
a brand new tour: The Best 
of Portugal. This 12-day ride 
begins and ends in Lisbon, 
May 13-24, 2017, and will let 
you experience Europe’s best 
kept secret from the saddle 
of one of IMTBike's BMWs. In 
fact, IMTBike has added new 
R 1200 GS and GS Adventure 
models to its fl eet. Prefer to 
set your own pace? Try one 
of IMTBike’s new self-guided 
tours and experience West-
ern Europe by motorcycle.
Call (412) 468-2453 or 
visit imtbike.com

PACKABLE 
PROTECTION
Getting caught in the rain 
when you’re only wearing 
jeans is no fun. Keep a pair 
of Aerostich Ultralight Rain 
Pants ($87) stashed away in 
your backpack or on the bike 
for quick, reliable protection 
when the skies open up. 
Waterproof zippers up the 
outside of the legs make it 
easy to pull them on quickly 
without removing your 
boots, and they pack away 
easily in a built-in zippered 
pocket. Available in sizes 
M-XL, in Regular and Long 
lengths, in black.
Call (800) 222-1994 or 
visit aerostitch.com

All of the goods and services listed in New & Cool are chosen by Rider’s editors based on the interest to readers. This section is provided free of charge to vendors of 
motorcycle products and services, who bear sole responsibility for the accuracy of claims and specifi cations contained therein.

MAINTENANCE 
IN A BOX
Maxima is making it easy to 
service your Harley-David-
son with its new Oil Change 
in a Box kits. Choose from 
Quick Change kits (start-
ing at $47.99), containing 
everything you need for an 
oil change: 4 quarts of oil 
and a K&N Wrench-off oil 
fi lter in black or chrome; or 
a Full Change kit (start-
ing at $66.99), containing 
everything included in the 
Quick Change kit plus trans-
mission and/or primary oil. 
Kits are model-specifi c so 
you’re sure to get exactly 
what you need.
Call (800) 318-4823 or 
visit jpcycles.com

1
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3
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PACKABLE 
PROTECTION
Getting caught in the rain 
when you’re only wearing 
jeans is no fun. Keep a pair 
of Aerostich Ultralight Rain 
Pants ($87) stashed away in 
your backpack or on the bike 
for quick, reliable protection 
when the skies open up. 
Waterproof zippers up the 
outside of the legs make it 
easy to pull them on quickly 
without removing your 
boots, and they pack away 
easily in a built-in zippered 
pocket. Available in sizes 
M-XL, in Regular and Long 
lengths, in black.
Call (800) 222-1994 or 
visit aerostitch.com

All of the goods and services listed in New & Cool are chosen by Rider’s editors based on the interest to readers. This section is provided free of charge to vendors of 
motorcycle products and services, who bear sole responsibility for the accuracy of claims and specifi cations contained therein.

MAINTENANCE 
IN A BOX
Maxima is making it easy to 
service your Harley-David-
son with its new Oil Change 
in a Box kits. Choose from 
Quick Change kits (start-
ing at $47.99), containing 
everything you need for an 
oil change: 4 quarts of oil 
and a K&N Wrench-off oil 
fi lter in black or chrome; or 
a Full Change kit (start-
ing at $66.99), containing 
everything included in the 
Quick Change kit plus trans-
mission and/or primary oil. 
Kits are model-specifi c so 
you’re sure to get exactly 
what you need.
Call (800) 318-4823 or 
visit jpcycles.com

MODERN 
MODULAR
Schuberth’s new C4 helmet 
represents the next genera-
tion of modular design. The 
C4 was designed to look like 
a standard full-face helmet 
when closed, and extensive 
wind tunnel testing means 
it’s quiet and aerodynamic, 
even at high speeds. The C4 
also comes equipped with 
two built-in speakers, a mi-
crophone, an antenna and a 
plug-in slot for the SC1 com-
munication system. The C4 
is available in Spring 2017, 
in six solid colors ($749) and 
two graphics ($849) in sizes 
XS-3XL.
See your dealer or visit 
schuberth.com

MILWAUKEE-EIGHT 
MUSCLE
Take your Screamin’ Eagle 
Stage I equipped Harley-Da-
vidson Milwaukee-Eight en-
gine to the next level, with 
the Screamin’ Eagle Stage 
II camshaft kit ($389.95). 
Choose from two options: 
Torque, for a 5-percent 
increase in torque off the 
line, building to a 14-percent 
increase at 4,500 rpm; or 
Power, for 24 percent more 
horsepower at redline. Both 
kits fi t Stage I equipped 
2017 Touring models (but 
not Trike models), retain the 
factory warranty and are 
50-state EPA compliant.
See your dealer or 
visit h-d.com

I SEE THE LIGHT
Replace the ineffi cient, 
yellow-tinted factory H7 Hal-
ogen headlight bulbs in your 
2001-and-newer Honda Gold 
Wing GL1800/F6B (and many 
other bikes that use H7 bulbs) 
with the LED-115 headlight kit 
from Rivco ($149.95). These 
super-bright LEDs produce 
3,600 lumens, compared to 
the factory H7 bulbs’ 1,350 
lumens, with a 6,000-Kelvin 
pure white light. The photo 
above shows the factory bulb 
(on left) compared to the 
Rivco LED-115 (on right). See 
and be seen with this plug-
and-play kit that uses your 
stock bulb housings.
Call (888) 801-8222 or 
visit rivcoproducts.com
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9 10 11 12
GET DIRTY THE
RIGHT WAY
Looking to take your ADV bike 
off the pavement and into 
its natural habitat? Getting 
some training in off-road 
riding might be a good idea. 
California-based MotoVen-
tures offers one-day Level 1 
and Level 2 classes that will 
teach you the skills you need 
to ride a dirt bike. If you want 
to focus on larger adventure 
bikes, choose the one- or 
two-day Adventure Bike 
Training Days. Rental bikes 
are available. Training dates 
and prices are on MotoVen-
tures’ website.
Call (877) 260-6686 or 
visit motoventures.com 

BETTER STOPPING
Galfer now offers a braided 
steel brake line kit and re-
placement pads for the Honda 
CRF1000L Africa Twin. Braided 
steel lines improve braking 
performance and feel by 
removing the fl ex that can oc-
cur in OEM rubber lines. One 
hundred percent of the pres-
sure at the lever is transmitted 
to the caliper for maximum 
feedback and performance. 
Kits start at $201. Galfer’s re-
placement brake pads come in 
semi-metallic (everyday use) 
and full metallic (aggressive 
riding) compounds, and start 
at $31.25 each.
See your dealer or 
visit galferusa.com 

NO GARAGE? 
NO PROBLEM
The Outdoor BikeCapsule 
might just be the ultimate 
bike cover. This infl atable stor-
age bubble prevents heat and 
condensation build up and 
protects your ride from corro-
sion, dings, dirt, dust, mildew, 
musty odors, rodents, rust 
and fi ngerprints. A built-in 
fan keeps the bubble infl ated 
and circulates fi ltered air 3-4 
times per hour. The Outdoor 
BikeCapsule ($429) measures 
108 x 40 x 68 inches (L x W 
x H) when fully infl ated, and 
includes the capsule, trans-
former, fan and fi lter.
Call (219) 945-9493 or 
visit carcapsule.com

CONTROL FREAK
Use your rear brake con-
fi dently and comfortably, 
both on- and off-road, with 
AltRider’s DualControl Brake 
System for the new Honda 
Africa Twin, as well as numer-
ous other ADV bike models. 
This innovative design gives 
you two brake pedal heights 
in one: a lower plate for when 
you’re seated and a higher 
plate for when you’re stand-
ing. The DualControl Brake 
System is easy to bolt on, and 
the components are replace-
able in the event of damage. 
Available in silver or black 
fi nish, starting at $84.97.
Call (206) 922-3618 or 
visit altrider.com
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LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 5/3/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 5/3/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 5/3/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 5/3/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 5/3/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day.
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COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON How Does Harbor Freight 
Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools 

at the LOWEST Prices?
We have invested millions 
of dollars in our own 
state-of-the-art quality test 
labs and millions more in 
our factories, so our tools 
will go toe-to-toe with the 
top professional brands. 
And we can sell them for a 
fraction of the price because 
we cut out the middle man 
and pass the savings on to 
you. It’s just that simple! 
Come visit one of our 
700+ Stores Nationwide.

20%
OFFANY 

SINGLE 
ITEM

SUPER
 

COUPON

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 5/3/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 5/3/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 5/3/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 5/3/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 5/3/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 5/3/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

• 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
• Over 30 Million Satisfi ed Customers
• No Hassle Return Policy

• HarborFreight.com
• 800-423-2567

• 700+ Stores Nationwide
• Lifetime Warranty

On All Hand Tools

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 5/3/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 5/3/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

WOWSUPER 
COUPONWOWSUPER 

COUPON

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 5/3/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER COUPON

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior 
purchase. Coupon good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by 
calling 800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping 
& Handling charges may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-
transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 
5/3/17. Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day.

FREE
WITH ANY PURCHASE

SUPER
 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON
SUPER

 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON

At Harbor Freight Tools, the "comp at" price means 
that the same item or a similar functioning item was 
advertised for sale at or above the "comp at" price by 
another retailer in the U.S. within the past 180 days. 
Prices advertised by others may vary by location. No 
other meaning of "comp at" should be implied. For more 
information, go to HarborFreight.com or see store associate.

Limit 1 coupon per customer per day.  Save 20% on any 1 item 
purchased. *Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or any of the 
following items or brands: Inside Track Club membership, Extended 
Service Plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day Parking Lot Sale item, 
automotive lifts, compressors, fl oor jacks, saw mills, storage cabinets, 
chests or carts, trailers, trenchers, welders, Admiral, Badland, Bremen, 
CoverPro, Creekstone, Daytona, Diablo, Doyle, Drummond, Earthquake, 
Franklin, Hercules, Holt, Jupiter, Lynxx, Maddox, Portland, Predator, 
Quinn, StormCat, Union, Viking. Not valid on prior purchases. Non-
transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 5/3/17.

VALID            ON 5,000+ ITEMSNOW

Customer Rating

POWDER-FREE
 NITRILE GLOVES 

PACK OF 100

YOUR CHOICE

• 5 mil 
thickness

SAVE 
62%

 $799 $7$ 99 
comp at 

$15.99

SIZE ITEM 
MED 68496/61363
LG 68497/61360

X-LG 68498/61359Item 
68498 
shown

Customer Rating

 $599 

SAVE 
$129

SAVE 
$185

 $8999 $89$ 99 

Customer Rating

RETRACTABLE AIR HOSE REEL 
WITH 3/8" x 50 FT. HOSE

ITEM  93897 shown
69265 /62344

 $5999 
comp at 
$189

SAVE 
85%  $399 $3$ 99 

 12" RATCHET 
BAR CLAMP/SPREADER 

 $299 comp at 
$20.76

ITEM  46807 /68975
69221/62123/63017

69222 shown

SAVE 
$1100

 $79999 79999 

56", 11 DRAWER INDUSTRIAL 
QUALITY ROLLER CABINET

comp at $1799 .99 

ITEM 69395
67681 shown 

$69999
 $9999 $999999 

 $8499 

 $9999 

comp at 
$269 .99 

• Weighs 
73 lbs.

 RAPID PUMP® 3 TON 
LOW PROFILE 
HEAVY DUTY STEEL 
FLOOR JACK 

Customer Rating

ITEM  61282 shown
61253/62326 

20"
Customer RatingSAVE 

59%

$3999

 $5999 $5959$ 99 comp at 
$98.62

3 GALLON,  100 PSI OILLESS 
AIR COMPRESSORS 

ITEM 69269/97080 shown

ITEM  95275 shown 
60637/61615

A. HOT DOG 

B. PANCAKE

YOUR CHOICE

A

B

SAVE 
$99

 $12999 12999 comp at 
$199

400 LB. CAPACITY 
RECEIVER-MOUNT 

MOTORCYCLE CARRIER
ITEM 99721
62837 shown

Customer Rating

 PNEUMATIC ADJUSTABLE 
ROLLER SEAT 

ITEM 46319 shown
61160/61896/63456

 $1999 
comp at $39 .99 

• 300 lb. 
capacity

SAVE 
50%

SAVE 
$228

 $2799 2799  $999 $9$ 99 
 $699 

comp at 
$17.97

4 PIECE ANTI-FATIGUE 
FOAM MAT SET

• Each pad 
measures 
25" x 25"

ITEM  61607/62389 
94635 shown 

SAVE 
61%

SUPER
 

COUPON

Customer Rating

Customer Rating
6.5 HP  (212 CC) OHV
HORIZONTAL SHAFT 

GAS ENGINES  

 $9999 
comp at 
$328

ITEM 68121/69727 shown
CALIFORNIA ONLY

ITEM   60363/69730  

 $11999 11999 

Customer Rating  $2999 $2999 

STEP STOOL/
WORKING PLATFORM

ITEM 62515 
66911 shown

comp at $57 .55 

 $1999 

• 350 lb. 
capacity

SAVE 
65%

SAVE 
$65

 $8999 $8989898999 
 $6999 

comp at $135  

 1500 LB. CAPACITY 
MOTORCYCLE LIFT 

ITEM  69995 shown 
60536/61632

Customer Rating

• Lift range:
5-1/4" to 17"

Customer Rating

Customer Rating

 $19999 19999 
comp at $369.99 $15499 

SAVE 
$215

 20 TON 
SHOP PRESS 

ITEM  32879
60603  shown

• Pair of Arbor 
Plates Included

SAVE 
64%

 7 FT. 4" x 9 FT. 6" 
ALL PURPOSE WEATHER 

RESISTANT TARP 
ITEM 69249/69115/69137

69129/69121/877 shown

comp at 
$8.48

 $299 
Customer Rating

 $499 $4$ 99 

 6 PIECE 
SCREWDRIVER 

SET ITEM 62583/62728
47770/62570 shown

VALUE
 $797 
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Scorpion EXO-GT3000 
Modular Helmet

FOR MORE INFORMATION
SEE YOUR DEALER 
OR VISIT SCORPIONUSA.COM
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PRODUCT EVALUATIONS

metal-on-metal latch components 
close audibly without having to slam 
it shut.

The DOT-approved GT3000 pro-
tected my noggin on six different 
motorcycles with various (or no) 
fairing confi gurations and the shell’s 
aerodynamics worked well in every 
case—no lift, no vibration, no sail ef-
fect when looking to the side. Where 
some manufacturers build only two 
shell sizes, Scorpion makes three 
shells to accommodate six helmet 
sizes (XS-2XL). Riders with smaller 
heads won’t be wearing a medium-
size shell, with its extra weight and 
drag. Removing and replacing Scor-
pion’s Everclear No-Fog face shield 
is simple once you’ve got the knack, 
and the anti-fog feature works well. 
Topping the helmet is a large vent 
that slides open to bring in a cooling 
breeze that circulates across your 
head before exiting at the rear; up 
front is a two-position chin vent.

Solid color GT3000s run $359.95, 
but colors are limited to two blacks, 
silver and white. I opted for the 
spiffi er Sync graphics in white/red/
blue ($379.95), also available in neon 
yellow and gray. The matte fi nish is 
smooth, cleans up well and has held 
up to months of use without a single 
chip or scratch. All Scorpion helmets 
carry a fi ve-year warranty. The EXO-
GT3000 is an excellent helmet at a 
very competitive price. After exten-
sive use, and with several other nice 
helmets on the shelf, I’m still enjoy-
ing it every day. 

—ARDEN KYSELY

When I think of modular helmets, I think convenient, clever, noisy and heavy. But 
that was before I tested Scorpion Sports’ EXO-GT3000 for more than 5,000 miles, 
and determined that Scorpion’s modular design and materials have taken noisy 

and heavy out of the equation. The EXO-GT3000’s light weight comes from its Thermo-
dynamic Composite Technology shell material, a proprietary fi ve-layer fabric sandwich of 
lightweight fi berglass, organic poly-resin fi ber and aramid fi ber. Weight is just 3.5 pounds for 
my size small. Inside is a well-padded liner that provides good ear coverage and a substantial 
neck roll to prevent noise sneaking in from below. It is eyewear friendly, accommodating my 
bulky Ray-Bans without a hitch, and has speaker pockets for Bluetooth communicators. The 
easily removable anti-microbial liner battles the bacteria that can make helmets stink, and 
is washable for removing accumulated road grunge.

Scorpion packs a host of features into this lightweight lid, my favorite being the drop-
down sun visor. A push of the sliding activator brings immediate relief from the sun, and 
the visor pops right out for cleaning. Another big plus is Scorpion’s AirFit infl atable liner 
that lets you pump in a custom fi t. A few pushes on the infl ator expands the liner to your 
comfort zone; just remember to defl ate before removing the helmet or you’ll wonder why 
it’s so dang tight. Modular helmet fans know that raising the chinbar is handy for a lot of 
things, from “nice bike” conversations at stoplights to paying the entrance fee at Yosemite. 
Scorpion’s single-handed operation works well; a center button releases the chinbar and 

Scorpion EXO-GT3000 

metal-on-metal latch components 

Bridgestone
Battlecruise H50 Tires
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
SEE YOUR DEALER OR VISIT
BRIDGESTONEMOTORCYCLETIRES.COM

FOR MORE INFORMATION
SEE YOUR DEALER 
OR VISIT SCORPIONUSA.COM

BRIDGESTONE HAS ROLLED OUT ITS FIRST TIRE created specifi cally for American V-twin 
cruisers, the Battlecruise H50. Bridgestone has an extensive racing background, having 
provided the spec tires for the Formula One and MotoGP series, and is currently the 
offi cial tire supplier of the Indy 500 (under the Firestone brand, which Bridgestone ac-
quired in 1988). With that in mind, despite being a cruiser tire, its engineers have made 
it clear that the H50 was designed for performance.

Using its new “UltimatEYE” (U-EYE) testing facility, Bridgestone says it is able to get 
the best visualization of the contact behavior of a tire under actual riding conditions. The 
H50 is only the second tire its ever developed using the U-EYE process, and Bridgestone 
says it allowed them to achieve a larger contact patch and more uniform contact pres-
sure than its competition, especially as lean angle increases. This translates into easy 
steering—especially helpful on big, heavy cruisers—and stable cornering behavior.

The rear tire was given a large crown profi le to optimize grip and mileage, while the 
front tire has a reinforced carcass that allows for reduced vertical stiffness, essentially 
making the tire a shock absorber. The tread design on both was designed for stability 
and excellent grip on both wet and dry surfaces. And the decorative sipes on the far 
edges? Well, those were added just because they look cool (seriously)!

We got the opportunity to test the new Battlecruise on the hot streets of central 
Florida, riding a variety of Indian and Harley-Davidson motorcycles, last October. It can 
be diffi cult to evaluate a brand new tire without some sort of context, so Bridgestone 
also helpfully included a few bikes that were still equipped with their original equip-

Bridgestone
Battlecruise H50 Tires

ment (OE) tires, allowing us to ride the 
same bike model with different tires 
back-to-back.

As promised, the Battlecruise H50 de-
livered a lighter steering feel than the OE 
tires. The Harley-Davidson Iron 883 I was 
riding tracked predictably through cor-
ners, even at full lean. Rain grooves are 
ubiquitous in Florida, and as we cruised 
one straight stretch of grooved freeway, I 
gently let go of the grips—not a shimmy 
or wobble to be had. Alas, it didn’t rain 
during our three-hour ride, but the H50s 
got high marks for their dry performance 
and stability, both in straight lines and 
while cornering.

The Battlecruise H50 will be available 
in both bias-ply and radial designs, with 
eight sizes initially available in January 
2017. The remaining 14 sizes, mostly for 
touring models, will be released in Janu-
ary 2018. Retail prices range from $173.88 
to $269.10. 

—JENNY SMITH

“Dark” Aerostich Protekt 
Khakis with TF3 armor 
pads installed (main) and 
removed (inset).

ment (OE) tires, allowing us to ride the 
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GEARLAB

WE MOTORCYCLISTS PURPOSELY PROSTRATE ourselves before the weather 
gods, because riding’s all about open-air fun. But one road-wise veteran 
told me long ago, “Any fool can be uncomfortable.” So versatility plays a 
key role in the makeup of a good riding jacket.

We’ve all bundled up on frosty mornings cold enough to see your 
breath, only to strip off layers later to deal with midday heat. Multi-
ply that over consecutive days while you’re on a trip, and your gear’s 
ability to flex with changing conditions—darkness, wet weather 
and more—spells the difference between being comfortable and 
happy, or hot and bothered, literally and figuratively.

Tour Master’s Transition Series 4 jacket delivers a mother lode 
of riding-oriented features that make it a good choice. And at an 
MSRP of $269.99, it’s a great value to boot. It starts with a du-
rable Carbolex 600-denier outer shell cut for the riding posture 
that incorporates tougher 1680-denier Ballistic in the elbows for 
added abrasion resistance, plus a built-in waterproof, breathable 
Rainguard barrier. I had the opportunity to road test it during a 
few rain showers, and it performed well. A zippered, removable 
thermal liner lets you layer up or down, albeit with a bit of fuss-
ing around with the small-pitch zipper. CE-approved shoulder and 
elbow armor, plus an articulated triple-density back protector, give 
impact protection—these I didn’t test, thankfully.

Six front vents and two in back allow for strong airflow in warm 
weather, and they’re sealed with waterproof zippers for wet-weather 
closure. Tour Master incorporates “pinch vents” at the shoulder that lock 
open, in a manner of speaking, thanks to hook-and-loop strips that allow 
the top flap to fold over and stay fastened in the open position. They work, 
but when you want to seal things up, they’re very fiddly to work one-hand-
ed while underway.

A nice windflap with hook-and-loop patches helps seal the main front 
zipper, and the top left side features a short, 3-inch tab to help seal the 
neck area. It’s fine in the closed position, but if you leave the main zipper 
open a few inches, that tab tends to flap around and poke you in the neck. 
I solved that irritation by affixing a 7/8-inch adhesive Velcro tab—hook side 
only— to get the tab folded out of the way as needed. It’s a nice, cheap, 
easy solution to one small flaw in the design.

A couple other niggles include a media pocket too narrow to admit 
oversized, new-generation cell phones, and the handy pocket on the left 
sleeve down by the cuff left me wanting a similar pocket on the right 
side—better for toll booths, you understand. But there’s plenty more to 
like, including a wealth of pockets, reflective elements to boost night-
time conspicuity and an Aqua-Barrier under-the-helmet hood to help 
eliminate rain seepage in the neck area; it stows away in the collar.

The Transition Series 4 is available in a wide variety of sizes, men’s 
and women’s, in three color schemes. All in all, this is a riding jacket that 
offers a whole bunch of very smart features at a very competitive price. 

 —KEN LEE

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CALL (916) 852-7029
OR VISIT CLEARWATERLIGHTS.COM

CLEARWATER LIGHTS MAKES INCREDIBLY BRIGHT, programmable, auxiliary LED light-
ing for motorcycles. On late-model BMWs, they integrate directly with the bike’s CAN-
bus wiring network using Clearwater’s slick CANopener module (Rider, April 2015).

Another Clearwater product that leverages the CANopener is the Billie Brake Light. 
This red LED auxiliary brake light/taillight attaches to your Beemer’s license plate 
bracket and connects to the CANopener to provide programmable, attention-getting 
conspicuity. Two versions are available: a full-perimeter license plate frame with em-
bedded lights, and a light bar (“Billie Jr.”) that positions above or below your license 
plate. Both versions provide identical lighting functionality. 

You can select among four flashing modes: Standard (functions just like the BMW 
brake light); California-legal strobe (4 Hz flash); Active Brake Light (flash rate linked to 
deceleration rate); and Off (I guess Off counts as a mode!). All flashing modes deacti-
vate below 5 mph to avoid nuisance flashing in stop-and-go traffic.

Adjustable features include 10-step brightness intensity. Set brightness to your lik-
ing and the CANopener dynamically adjusts the Billie’s light output according to ambi-
ent daylight conditions. When you aren’t braking, the Billie functions as a running light 
at reduced intensity.

Enable the Inertial Braking Mode and data from BMW’s onboard sensors is applied 
to activate the Billie even if you don’t apply the brake lever or pedal. Say you downshift 
to take advantage of engine braking. The bike is reducing speed, but people behind you 
may not realize it since you didn’t hit the brakes. The CANopener recognizes decelera-
tion and illuminates the Billie to alert those behind that you’re slowing down.

Like Clearwater’s other CANopener-integrated products, the Billie is controlled us-
ing BMW’s factory switchgear. Changing settings is simple but requires specific inputs 
from certain switches, so download the Billie manual to your smartphone for reference. 
Clearwater also includes a small red LED that you can zip-tie somewhere visible while 

Tour Master Transition 
Series 4 Jacket

Clearwater Lights
Billie Brake Light
for BMW

riding, if you like. This lets you remotely 
monitor what the Billie Brake Light is do-
ing while you’re on the bike.

Once your Billie is installed, ask a 
friend to follow you and share their reac-
tion to the Billie in operation. My wife’s 
reaction was “Wow!”

U.S. motorcycle license plates come 
in many sizes and bolt configurations. 
The Billie license plate frame fits most, 
although for AL, AK, MN, NM and DC, 
Clearwater includes the caveat that “cer-
tain important information may be ob-
scured.” Clearwater told me they’ve sold 
thousands of Billie Brake Lights and had 
exactly two complaints about fitment, 
but to reduce the risk of a ticket for ob-
scuring part of a registration sticker or 
state name, the Billie Jr. may be the bet-
ter choice for residents of those states. 
The Jr. is also good if you, like your hum-
ble scribe, have a license plate backer you 
don’t want covered. 

Billie Brake Lights work only with 
late-model BMWs and Clearwater’s 
CANopener module. They’re made 
in California of light, rugged, CNC-
machined aluminum. Full-perimeter 
frame Billie, $149; light bar Billie Jr. 
(pictured), $129. 

 —SCOTT A. WILLIAMS

Left: On, Right: Off
The Billie Brake Light features super 
bright, attention-getting red LEDs you 
can program for a range of flashing 
modes, inertial braking and more. The 
standard version is a full-perimeter 
license plate frame. The Jr. version 
(pictured) keeps more of the license 
plate surface exposed and doesn’t cover 
a license plate backer.
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WE MOTORCYCLISTS PURPOSELY PROSTRATE ourselves before the weather 
gods, because riding’s all about open-air fun. But one road-wise veteran 
told me long ago, “Any fool can be uncomfortable.” So versatility plays a 
key role in the makeup of a good riding jacket.

We’ve all bundled up on frosty mornings cold enough to see your 
breath, only to strip off layers later to deal with midday heat. Multi-
ply that over consecutive days while you’re on a trip, and your gear’s 
ability to fl ex with changing conditions—darkness, wet weather 
and more—spells the difference between being comfortable and 
happy, or hot and bothered, literally and fi guratively.

Tour Master’s Transition Series 4 jacket delivers a mother lode 
of riding-oriented features that make it a good choice. And at an 
MSRP of $269.99, it’s a great value to boot. It starts with a du-
rable Carbolex 600-denier outer shell cut for the riding posture 
that incorporates tougher 1680-denier Ballistic in the elbows for 
added abrasion resistance, plus a built-in waterproof, breathable 
Rainguard barrier. I had the opportunity to road test it during a 
few rain showers, and it performed well. A zippered, removable 
thermal liner lets you layer up or down, albeit with a bit of fuss-
ing around with the small-pitch zipper. CE-approved shoulder and 
elbow armor, plus an articulated triple-density back protector, give 
impact protection—these I didn’t test, thankfully.

Six front vents and two in back allow for strong airfl ow in warm 
weather, and they’re sealed with waterproof zippers for wet-weather 
closure. Tour Master incorporates “pinch vents” at the shoulder that lock 
open, in a manner of speaking, thanks to hook-and-loop strips that allow 
the top fl ap to fold over and stay fastened in the open position. They work, 
but when you want to seal things up, they’re very fi ddly to work one-hand-
ed while underway.

A nice windfl ap with hook-and-loop patches helps seal the main front 
zipper, and the top left side features a short, 3-inch tab to help seal the 
neck area. It’s fi ne in the closed position, but if you leave the main zipper 
open a few inches, that tab tends to fl ap around and poke you in the neck. 
I solved that irritation by affi xing a 7/8-inch adhesive Velcro tab—hook side 
only— to get the tab folded out of the way as needed. It’s a nice, cheap, 
easy solution to one small fl aw in the design.

A couple other niggles include a media pocket too narrow to admit 
oversized, new-generation cell phones, and the handy pocket on the left 
sleeve down by the cuff left me wanting a similar pocket on the right 
side—better for toll booths, you understand. But there’s plenty more to 
like, including a wealth of pockets, refl ective elements to boost night-
time conspicuity and an Aqua-Barrier under-the-helmet hood to help 
eliminate rain seepage in the neck area; it stows away in the collar.

The Transition Series 4 is available in a wide variety of sizes, men’s 
and women’s, in three color schemes. All in all, this is a riding jacket that 
offers a whole bunch of very smart features at a very competitive price. 

—KEN LEE

FOR MORE INFORMATION
SEE YOUR DEALER
OR VISIT TOURMASTER.COM
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Tour Master Transition 
Series 4 Jacket

riding, if you like. This lets you remotely 
monitor what the Billie Brake Light is do-
ing while you’re on the bike.

Once your Billie is installed, ask a 
friend to follow you and share their reac-
tion to the Billie in operation. My wife’s 
reaction was “Wow!”

U.S. motorcycle license plates come 
in many sizes and bolt confi gurations. 
The Billie license plate frame fi ts most, 
although for AL, AK, MN, NM and DC, 
Clearwater includes the caveat that “cer-
tain important information may be ob-
scured.” Clearwater told me they’ve sold 
thousands of Billie Brake Lights and had 
exactly two complaints about fi tment, 
but to reduce the risk of a ticket for ob-
scuring part of a registration sticker or 
state name, the Billie Jr. may be the bet-
ter choice for residents of those states. 
The Jr. is also good if you, like your hum-
ble scribe, have a license plate backer you 
don’t want covered. 

Billie Brake Lights work only with 
late-model BMWs and Clearwater’s 
CANopener module. They’re made in 
California of light, rugged, CNC-ma-
chined aluminum. Full-perimeter frame 
Billie, $149; light bar Billie Jr. (pictured), 
$129.  

—SCOTT A. WILLIAMS

Left: On, Right: Off
The Billie Brake Light features super 
bright, attention-getting red LEDs you 
can program for a range of fl ashing 
modes, inertial braking and more. The 
standard version is a full-perimeter 
license plate frame. The Jr. version 
(pictured) keeps more of the license 
plate surface exposed and doesn’t cover 
a license plate backer.
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could be mildly aggressive on a winding road, startling a few 
lazy boys and girls on their go-fasters.

At first the front brakes comprised a pair of 10-inch dual 
discs, but within a year had become a single 11.5-inch disc 
with a single-piston caliper. Rear was also a disc. A firm pull 
on the lever was required, a standard Harley feature. As the 
old joke went, the company did not want overly sensitive 
brakes potentially locking up the front wheel and tossing the 
rider over the handlebar.

The Shovelhead had been around for many years, along 
with the 5-speed transmission, and on this model final drive 
was by a fully enclosed chain that worked quite well. Back 
in the spring of ’83, Harley offered this writer an early FXRT 
to ride from California to York and give an evaluation. It got 
high points, except for the oversized air cleaner—which was 
changed. The fairing did send a lot of air to my legs, which 
was fine because I was wearing chaps, but I asked a fellow 
at York about its design. He laughed, saying that the original 
fairing was intended for the abandoned V-4 Nova project, 
which had a liquid-cooled engine and the fairing ducting 
was intended to keep the radiator happy.

While all this was going on, Harley was preparing the 
new Evolution motor—looking very much like the Shovel-
head, but suitably upgraded, with cylinders and heads made 
of aluminum. This metal is a much more efficient thermal 
conductor—i.e. it’s good at getting rid of heat. Also a weight-
saver, as it is lighter than cast iron. The Evo was a single-

cam engine like its predecessors, going back to the original 
Knucklehead, with valves actuated by a four-lobe camshaft. 
The new flat-topped pistons were made in Germany. A 38mm 
Keihin butterfly carb fed the gas into the combustion cham-
bers, running a serious 8.5:1 compression ratio.

Evo power, about 55 horses, was only a little better than 
the Shovel’s. However, the maximum torque, nigh on 70 lb-
ft of grunt, came on at a lovely, low 3,500 rpm, great for the 
touring rider. And useful down to about 1,800 rpm. Not to 
forget, this new engine was better machined and more oil 
tight. Also, this was the age of the 55 mph federal speed limit, 
a secret blessing to the Harley factory as 55 mph in fifth was 
a comfy 2,500 rpm.

Nobody seems to know how many Shovel-powered Sport 
Glides were sold, but in 1984 the Evo was used, again with 
fully enclosed rear chain. And a few months later the final 
drive was changed to belt—which was lighter and more at-
tractive than the full chain-guard. Belted Harleys, modern 
ones that is, had been around since the 1980 Sturgis model, 
with both primary and final belts. The primary notion was 
quickly dropped due to heat-induced failure. But the belt for 
final drive was becoming more and more acceptable.

The Sport Glide, while rather un-Harley, did sell reason-
ably well and was kept in the lineup for 10 years. However, 
when the demand for Harleys exploded in the early ’90s, and 
sales of the FXRT were lagging, it was dropped in favor of us-
ing the assembly line for more popular models.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 82
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In 1981, a dozen Harley execs bought the company back from American Ma-
chine and Foundry (AMF), an oddly variegated company that built both 
bowling alleys and nuclear power plants, and life in Milwaukee, Wiscon-

sin, and York, Pennsylvania (the location of its big factory), changed drasti-
cally. The company needed new product, and good product. The Shovelhead 
years of the late ’60s and ’70s, with aging product and discontented workers, 
had done considerable damage to the reputation of the marque. That was 
about to be repaired.

The Big Twin was always the star, and for a long time it was seen only 
in the lumbering FL models. Then along came Willie G. Davidson’s cruiser, 
the Super Glide, and it got the initials FX, followed by the Low Rider, Fat Bob, 
Wide Glide, etc. These were somewhat sportier-looking machines than the 
Electra Glide, and attracted new riders, though the vibration from that rigid-
mounted engine remained.

Then, in the waning days of AMF, a more up-to-date frame appeared, 
the Tri-Mount, and the Shovelhead motor got rubber-mounted into a new 
double-cradle frame design, with the bad vibes disappearing. It should be 
noted that an engineer named Erik Buell had a major hand in this. This was 
dubbed the FXR, and the fi rst Super Glide II version was advertised as sepa-
rating the men from the boys.

This led to the FXRT, a sport-touring bike with frame-mounted two-thirds 
fairing and hard bags. It needed reasonably sophisticated suspension, capa-
ble of a pretty good lean through the corners. The steering geometry gave the 
fork 31 degrees of rake, and almost 5 inches of trail. And since sporting 
riders liked to tune their own suspension, it had air adjustability. The 
fork tubes (Showa—Harley was going global) were a hefty 35mm 
in diameter, and provided 6.5 inches of travel. Plus it had a newfan-
gled anti-dive system added in, which was only mildly complicated. 

        RETROSPECTIVE
HARLEY-DAVIDSON FXRT SPORT GLIDE: 1983 - 1992

Words by
CLEMENT SALVADORI
Photos by
GARY WATKINS

When the air fi lled the fork, it also 
fi lled a small reservoir that was acti-
vated when the front brake was used, 
adding more air to the fork to prevent 
bottoming. Like so many anti-dive sys-
tems that were developed in the ’80s, it 
was never very popular.

Rear shocks also had air-adjustabili-
ty, using a single fi tting that was lo-

cated under the fl ip-up seat. The 
Sport Glide had Australian-

made cast wheels, 19-inch 
front, 16 rear, and cor-

nering clearance was 
respectable. A rider 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 81

YEAR/MODEL: 1985 HARLEY-DAVIDSON 
FXRT SPORT GLIDE
OWNER: GARY WATKINS, ORIENT, OHIO
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