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Lundy Bound
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WOULD IT GET YOU SHAKEN OR STIRRED?

Stay Inspired with our winter boating special
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MDLMARINAS.CO.UK

Two leading teams. One winning formula.

MDL Marinas and Land Rover BAR

 Innovation. Pride. Experience.

O F F I C I A L  U K  M A R I N A  P A R T N E R

Visit us at the London Boat Show on stand A006





SELVA S.p.A. 
Head office and main factory:
Viale dell’Industria, 13
23037 Tirano (Sondrio) - Italy
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For more info,
please visit:

www.selvamarine.co.uk

5 MODELS FROM 60 HP
TO 2X150 HP IN 8 VERSIONS

For more info and to fi nd your 
nearest dealer, please visit

Selva will be at 
the show with a 
number of boats 
and outboard 
motors on Stand 
No. D120
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Another bumper crop of all things 
‘seagoing’ to start the year off with …

Editor’s Note
WELCOME

Now, I did say that this issue would 
contain a special feature on the 
new CAT ratings and RCD laws 

coming into play this January – legislation 
that directly affects both industry and 
consumer alike. However, this subject 
has proved quite a journalistic challenge 
– involving a number of contributors and 
consultants in the process of seeking to 
be as comprehensive and practical as 
possible. The good news is, I almost have 
it in the bag; but the bad news is that it 
just couldn’t be completed in time for 
this issue. ‘RCD or OCD?’, as it’s become 
affectionately known here at PBR HQ, is 
now scheduled for release in our March/
April edition, which goes on sale on 
28th February. 
 Meanwhile, however, we have 
another bumper crop of all things 
‘seagoing’ to start the year off with, 
including a great cross section of tests 
and reviews – from the purposeful 
lines of the Nimbus 305 and the sporty 
Beneteau SpaceDeck, through to the 
strikingly capable Stingher 900GT 
and one of the best ever examples 
of a genuine marine 4x4, the Osprey 
Vipermax. In addition, we also break the 
exciting news that one of Scandinavia’s 
fi nest breeds of luxury sports boat, the 

Cornate, is now going to be available here 
in the UK. And not forgetting also, for 
those of you who appreciate an in-depth 
look at a classic, we have an exclusive on 
one of Tremlett Powerboats’ fi nest, the 
42 MK11. In fact, this edition is loaded to 
the gunwales with exclusive features of 
every type, and as the year progresses it 
will remain our mission to bring you even 
more rich content with each new issue 
published. We’re determined to keep 
pushing PBR forward throughout 2016, 
but in the meantime, may we take this 
opportunity to thank not only you, our 
valued readers, but also the industry at 
large for your continued support. Here’s 
to the season ahead, then … Best wishes 
to you all!
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The latest news, product releases, new 
boats and gear from around the world.
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In the news

New RIBs

NEW
FOR

2016
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Ocean Safety Introduce 
New Life Jacket

Vanguard Send RIBs to Guinea
Vanguard have supplied four DR760 RIBs � tted with twin Suzuki 150hp engines 
to the Civil Defence Department of the Republic of Equatorial Guinea. The wide-
bodied Draken 7.6m RIBs have a payload of 2810kg and can take 22 people. The 
craft are  � tted with an under-deck 300-litre fuel tank and can be customised to the 
customer’s need with PVC, polyurethane or Neoprene/Hypalon fabric options.

For further information visit www.vanguardmarine.com

New Boats

OSPREY SUPPLY 
BESPOKE 
VIPERMAX
Osprey recently completed 
one of their Vipermax 6.8m 
RIBs with a bespoke layout 
for two Bristol-based diving 
enthusiasts. The brief was to 
provide jockey seating for 
six divers, storage for up to 
10 bottles and space for two 
divers at a time to ‘kit up’ at 
the rear of the boat. 

Osprey used a narrow version 
of their ‘Sea Ranger’ console 
to provide plenty of space for 
instrumentation and a surface 
mount throttle as well as new, 
narrow-footprint jockey seat 
pods, which  enabled the RIB 
to comfortably seat six adults. 
The outer seat pods can be 
removed and the bottle rack 
can be bolted into a second 
position just behind the 
centre seat to give maximum 
space aft when required. 

www.ospreyribs.co.uk

 
Ocean Safety have launched a brand-new life 
jacket in their  Kru range, the Kru Sport 185N. The 
Kru Sport is a new-generation design, developed 
from Ocean Safety’s Kru Commodore. It is quick to 
don, with its tailored ‘3D’ pro� le being formed to 
� t instantly, and there is a ‘mini burst’ zip to make 
in� ation extra-fast when needed. The SS440 front 
buckle is easy to fasten, and the side adjuster 
straightforward to use.

The Sport 185N has twin harness loops, as well as 
an integral crotch strap. It is barely noticeable to 
wear thanks to its sprung air-mesh comfort collar 
and foam-lined base layer. When in� ated, the Kru 
Sport provides an e�  cient 185N of buoyancy.

Visit: www.oceansafety.com 

LEADER 36
WINS AWARD
Jeanneau’s Leader 36 has won 
the Best of Boat 2015 award in 
the category ‘Best for Family’ at 
the ‘Boat and Fun’ Boat Show in 
Berlin. The jury was composed 
of 15 journalists from the 
marine press and the Jeanneau 
dealership Aquamarin received 
the prize.

The Leader 36 is available in 
two versions, sport top and 
open, with its sporty design by 
Garroni Design and  V-shaped 
hull by Michael Peters.

For full details on the Leader 
36 visit www.jeanneau.com.

Draken:
LOA: 7.6m
Max Payload: 2810kg
People: 22
Fuel: 300ltr



powerboatandrib.com 9

GARMIN INTRODUCE 
GPS 73 MARINE 
HAND-HELD
 

Garmin have launched the GPS 73, 
a new low-cost marine hand-held 
designed for mariners who want 
a simple, rugged and reliable 
navigation solution.

 This easy-to-use hand-held 
contains marine-speci� c features 
such as man overboard (MOB), 
marine alarms, route planning and 
navigation. The n ew SailAssist has 
also been added, o� ering sailing-
inspired features like virtual starting 
line, race countdown times, distance 
to start line, speed history graph 
and tack assist.

With its high-sensitivity receiver, 
boaters can acquire a position � x 
quickly with the GPS 73. It marks 
and stores up to 1,000 waypoints 
and 100 tracks, which can be 
transferred to other devices via its 
fast USB interface, as well as NMEA 
0183. Users can also connect the 
GPS 73 to a computer to utilise the 
free Garmin HomePort trip-planning 
software to plan upcoming routes, 
and to backup and store tracks, 
routes and waypoints.

Battery life has also been improved 
to more than 18 hours on two AA 
batteries, and, like the GPS 72, the 
updated GPS 73 is water-resistant to 
IPX7 standards. 

www.garmin.com

New Alen 68 and 55 Premiered
Turkish company Alen Yacht introduced their new Alen 68 and 55, created in 
collaboration with Foster and Partners, at the Cannes Yachting Festival followed by 
the Monaco Yacht Show last September.  

For full details visit Alen Yacht ’s website at www.alenyacht.com

NEW
68 & 55
SHOWCASED

Revolver Reveal New Project
 

Following the launch of two powerboats on the international market, the 42R and 
the 44GT, the Revolver team is now working on a new design that taps into a rapidly 
growing segment of the current nautical market – a high-performance centre 
console with outboard engine.

The new model was designed by Italian designer Alberto Mancini (AM Yacht Design), 
who also designed the Revolver 44GT, and will be a 13m centre console specially 
geared towards the USA and UAE markets, among others.

The new Revolver 43CC picks up on design elements introduced in previous models 
and inspired by the super sports car world, with the rear spoiler reminiscent of cars 
from the 1960s. It aims to combine versatile on-board spaces typical of an open boat 
with top-quality performance and handling. 

To discover more about Revolver Boats visit www.revolverboats.com.

Interior 
shot
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New

HIGH 
IMPACT 

BUOYANCY 
AID

Crewsaver/Pains Wessex Launch 
New Pyrotechnics Range

Crewsaver launched their DAME-nominated state-of-the-art ‘High 
Impact’ buoyancy aid at the Marine Equipment Trade Show (METS) 
in Amsterdam in November. The ‘High Impact’ is a Crewsaver-
branded version of one of the two buoyancy aids that Crewsaver 
designed exclusively for the Artemis Racing team after it was 
selected to be their o�  cial safety partner for the 35th 
America’s Cup. Through the partnership with 
Artemis Racing, Crewsaver were able to develop 
this new buoyancy aid and then make the same 
technology available to the consumer. 

Among the many new features of this 
buoyancy aid is the motorcycle-grade body 
armour, with level-one impact protection. 
In the case of entanglement, the buoyancy 
aid features a readily accessible and easily 
deployed integrated line cutter. The rear 
pocket allows for storage of a hydration pack 
to keep the user properly hydrated while 
out on the water. 

Alongside high-tech safety features, the 
buoyancy aid has also been developed 
for comfort. The minimalist anti-snag 
cover features stretch mesh shoulders 
and side panels, while the spacer 
mesh lining allows air to circulate and 
be expelled from the top of the jacket, 
keeping the user cool. 

www.crewsaver.com 

Crewsaver, in partnership with Pains Wessex, introduced 
their new Aurora pyrotechnic leisure range at the 
Marine Equipment Trade Show (METS) in Amsterdam in 
November. 

Bringing together the expertise of the two companies, 
the Crewsaver Aurora pyrotechnic range has something 
to o� er every level of recreational boater, from daytime 
compact Lifesmokes to the brand-new Sky-Lite 2 Star 
Aerial Distress Flare. 

To � nd out more visit www.crewsaver.com, www.
survitecgroup.com or www.painswessex.com

Crewsaver Launch DAME-
nominated Buoyancy Aid

PBR ISSUE 131
January/February 2016

BHG MARINE LAUNCH 
NEW HURLEY DAVITS
BHG Marine’s H3O+ Dinghy Davit 
has all the features of the H3O but 
is larger for heavier loads, includes 
inner bunks and comes standard with 
an electric 12V winch and 6’ winch 
arm. The H3O+  can lift up to 328.85kg 
(725lb) and longer loads up to 400cm 
(13’), and is particularly suitable for 
larger jet skis and tenders. A hand 
winch is also available. 

The new model complements 
the three existing models – the 
Traditional, the H2O and the H30. 
The existing H30 model also has the 
option of the new 12V electric winch 
for 2016. All models are available in 
the UK through BHG Marine and will 
be on display at the forthcoming 
London Boat Show.

www.bhg-marine.co.uk

NEW SCARAB TO 
DEBUT AT LBS
Scarab Jet Boats will be 
introducing their all-new 255 
Impulse ‘Wake Sur� ng Edition’ 
at the London International  
Boat Show. The new craft will 
feature twin 250hp Rotax 
engines and a special wake 
system that creates a stern 
wave enabling the user to surf 
the wake without a tow rope. 

The new Wake Sur� ng Edition 
will be exhibited in booth 
D190 along with an extensive 
line-up of Scarab jet boats. 

For details on the full range 
of Scarab jet boats visit 
www.scarabjetboats.com

Available in the UK from 
W: www.bhg-marine.co.uk 

T: 01590 613600



EXPERIENCE THE 
STUNNING 227 

227 SSX

Superior performance - folding arch tower - Side entry with 
chase lounge - Oasis lounger

IDEALBOAT.COM

ONLY AVAILABLE AT

sa les @ i dea lboat .com 01758 703013  OR  07813  581937

Come & see us on the 
Idealboat stand - our 
biggest display ever!
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Cheetah Deck 
Conversion System 
 

The evolution of a collaborative R&D project 
has helped pave the way for several in-house 
developments at Cheetah Marine on the Isle of 
Wight. 

First, Cheetah optimised their existing 10.2m 
catamaran to support the development and 
testing of high-capacity diesel outboard 
engines. The evolved hull accommodates the 
weight, power and torque of two models, 
independently designed and built by reputable 
marine manufacturers.

The project provided an opportunity for 
o� shoots, and with commercially tested 
o� shore capabilities, the open-decked 
catamaran has been built to accommodate 
Cheetah’s deck recon� guration concept. Using 
a twin-tier deck tracking system, modular 
units, produced by Cheetah, can be rapidly 
recon� gured to support a wide range of multi-
role operations.

Embedded into the deck of the 10.2m are four 
pairs of stainless steel tracks accommodating 
compatible modules including steering and 
seating consoles, a wheelhouse or windscreen, 
safety rails, and generators and winch boxes. 
A robust top side fendering system enables 
ease of crew transfer and vessel interception 
at sea. Inside, the gunwales form storage 
compartments with watertight hatches.

For more information visit 
www.cheetahmarine.co.uk

Trailpod All-
Terrain Holdall
London-based product design 
consultants Therefore have teamed up 
with HandiWorld Ltd to create a new 
all-terrain holdall called Trailpod – an 
adaptable holdall with all-terrain wheels, 
designed around the real world of gravel, 
grass, mud, sand and steps.

At the heart of Trailpod is a reinforced 
polymer exoskeletal structure, big enough 
to take 60 litres of gear and strong enough 
to sit on. The handle folds down to provide 
cupholders, or a convenient seat.

The modular bag system has been 
developed to clip into the frame, 
providing more packing options. Trailpod 
incorporates a removable cool bag for 
food and drink, which doubles as a general 
storage compartment. There’s also a multi-
pocketed bag for mobiles, tablets etc., plus 
adjustable netting for loose items or for 
when wet clothes need to be separated 
from  dry.

Visit www.trailpod.co.uk

Garmin Violate Navico Patents
Navico, the parent company to the Lowrance, Simrad, B&G and GoFree 
brands, have announced that the International Trade Commission (ITC) has 
ruled that Garmin Ltd’s DownVu scanning sonar products violate Navico’s 
patents for DownScan Imaging technology. This ruling reverses an initial 
determination issued by an administrative law judge last July, previously 
announced by Garmin Ltd (NASDAQ:GRMN). In addition, this is the second 
adverse ruling in two weeks by the ITC � nding  that Garmin are violating 
sonar patents. 

The ITC DownVu ruling prohibits Garmin from importing, selling, 
advertising or assisting distributors or retailers in selling any of their 
infringing DownVu products, including the echo, echoMAP and GPSMAP 
products with their respective transducers. Speci� cally, the Commission has 
issued a Cease and Desist Order barring Garmin and their distributors from 
selling, or aiding others in the sale of, these products and has also issued an 
Exclusion Order directing US Customs and Border Protection to reject their 
importation. 

For more info about Navico visit www.navico.com
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Visit us for all your Evinrude needs

www.powertechmarine.com
Tel: 02392 637 222 (based at Northney Marina, Hayling Island)

•	 We are now dealers for the all new Evinrude E-Tec G2.
•	 Demo boat with 300hp G2
•	 Contact us for best prices on all Evinrude engines.  
•	 Part exchange welcome.



We had to make it look futuristic.
After all, its first maintenance
check isn’t until 2021*.

Visit us at the 
London Boat Show
on stand B150

© 2015 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc (BRP). All rights reserved. ®, TM and the BRP logo are registered trademarks of BRP or its affiliates. BRP reserves the right at any time to discontinue or 
change specifications, price, design, features, models or equipment without incurring any obligation. *No dealer-scheduled maintenance for 5 years or 500 hours. See brp owner’s manual for customer 
routine inspection and important maintenance information. (1) Based on BRP testing and advertised features of each competitive manufacturer at time of printing.

The new era in outboards is all about choice. Choose the all-new Evinrude® E-TEC® G2™ and get  
best-in-class torque and fuel efficiency (1). Choose from hundreds of different colour combinations to 
perfectly match your boat and get cleaner rigging to make it look even sharper. Choose 5 years or 
500 hours with no dealer-scheduled maintenance and the cleanest combustion outboard engine ever 
built. Choose yours at evinrude.com.             

CHOOSE 
YOURS

THE POWER OF CHOICE
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New Launches

Rodman 890 Ventura UK Premier 
Rodman have announced that the Rodman 890 Ventura will make its UK debut 
at the London Boat Show at Excel. Together with RBS Marine Ltd, the Rodman 
distributor for the UK and Ireland, Rodman will hold a press event on Friday 8th 
January at 11.30am on stand B170/D to o�  cially launch the new model. This will 
be only the second time the Rodman 890 Ventura will be shown to the public, 
following its international premier at the Paris Boat Show in December. 

The Rodman 890 Ventura is the � rst outboard model Rodman have introduced for 
the leisure market. With a maximum power option of 2 x 200hp outboard engines, 
the boat can be speci� ed for � shing, cruising or a mixture of both. Key features 
include a side access door, large forward sunbathing area and a light and spacious 
interior with 360º visibility thanks to the large side windows and rear triple-pane 
door, or window if the � shing option is chosen. 

For further details visit www.rodman.es

890 UK
PREMIER

Sessa Marine to 
Launch Fly 42
Boot Düsseldorf, which will run from 
23rd to 31st January 2016, will see the 
launch of Sessa Marine’s new Fly 42. This 
new craft builds on the design of the 
Fly 40, winner of Italy’s ‘Boat of the Year’ 
in 2012. Some structural parts of the 
Fly 42’s � ybridge have been built with 
carbon, to increase rigidity and reduce 
weight, and the boat features a double 
pilot seat, large bow sunbathing areas – 
strategically located to be sheltered from 
the wind – a wide L-shaped sofa, a teak 
table for six people and kitchen  furniture 
with a sink, fridge and grill.
To � nd out more visit 
www.sessamarine.com

Evo 43: More 
than a powerboat, 
a proper work of 
art
Yacht builders Evo displayed their new 
Evo 43 on the promenade in Naples at 
the end of November. After mooring in 
the ports of Cannes, Monte Carlo, Genoa 
and Porto� no as part of the ‘Evo Road 
Show’, the Evo 43 arrived in Naples where 
visitors had the chance to take a close 
look at this  new 13m day cruiser. 
For full details visit 
www.evoyachting.com

IM Launch ShipShape Pro 
Intelligent Maintenance (IM) have announced the launch of the latest addition to 
their range of boating software – ShipShape Pro for iPad.

ShipShape Pro was produced at the request of customers who asked for an iPad 
app to help them manage and maintain their boats. A number of the company’s 
customers were directly involved in the design and testing process. The new app 
is  for use by individuals, boat maintenance professionals, charter companies and 
boatyards, and its modular design means that all of its features work for any type or 
size of craft.

ShipShape Pro includes the features of IM’s boating app for iPad, ShipShape, but 
adds a comprehensive suite of maintenance features. Existing ShipShape users can 
transfer their data automatically into ShipShape Pro.

For further details visit www.intelligentmaintenance.com
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Fjord 40 Open to be 
Launched at LBS
Fjord Boats are set to introduce their new ‘Black’ version 
Fjord 40 Open at the London Boat Show this year. 

There have been several developments since the Fjords 
were � rst launched on the market, with improvements 
made particularly in the area of technology. The Open 
range still sports a fully equipped cabin, making these 
craft suitable for day trips or short journeys with overnight 
stays. 

A high freeboard is designed to provide safety on the sea, 
while in the stern area there are tables and seating that 
can cater for 12 or be converted into a large sun deck with 
comfortable lounging cushions.

Below deck, the Fjord 40 Open is spacious and features a 
double cabin, an occasional guest or child berth, and a wet 
area and toilet compartment.

The new model is powered with either twin IPS 500 
Volvo Penta diesel engines or the more powerful IPS600, 
enabling speeds of 40 knots. 

For further details visit www.� ordboats.com
 

 

BLACK
FJORD 40

OPEN

MDL Marinas to Exhibit At LBS
MDL Marinas will be showcasing their extensive network of 
over 100 marina destinations at the London Boat Show in 
January 2016.

As the o�  cial UK marina partner to Land Rover BAR, this 
year MDL will be exhibiting opposite the team’s stand on 
A006. MDL’s Cleat Challenge, � rst seen at the America’s Cup 
World Series event in Portsmouth, will be making a return. 
Those participating will have the chance to win one of 
three Henri Lloyd jackets by competing for the fastest rope 
cleating time!

Furthermore, MDL will be running a competition to win a 
year’s free berthing at their � ve-star marina in Italy, Marina 
di Stabia. Located in the Bay of Naples, Marina di Stabia is 
a new-generation superyacht facility o� ering long-term 
berthing opportunities at very competitive rates. With 
900 berths, the marina is located within  close reach of a 
number of famous scenic spots including Sorrento, Capri, 
Amal�  and Pompeii.

MDL Marinas visit www.mdlmarinas.co.uk
 

Salterns Marina Welcomes 
New Neighbour 
Salterns Marina has a new neighbour – Rick Stein 
Sandbanks! Jane Haas, marketing coordinator for Salterns 
Marina Ltd, was one of the lucky few who were invited to 
one of the soft launches prior to the o�  cial opening on 
27th November and was delighted with the experience.

Although the restaurant has taken bookings as far ahead as 
September next year, reservations can still be made online 
by visiting the website at www.rickstein.com/eat-with-us/
rick-stein-sandbanks.

With views across the water, you can enjoy a casual lunch 
with classic dishes such as crab salads and moules marinière, 
alongside seafood dishes including Dover sole meunière, 
turbot hollandaise and fruits de mer.

www.salterns.co.uk 
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New Cruiser RC10 Range
French company Ocqueteau introduced their new Cruiser 
RC10 range at the Paris Boat Show with a series of 10 style 
drawings. Designed by Donato Coco, the materials used 
have been chosen for their quality and technical advantages, 
including carbon � bre, glass � bre, 316L stainless steel, teak, 
maple and birch. The hull will be  manufactured using IFH 
(infused � breglass hull) technology, fabricated with a glass, 
wood and honeycomb sandwich.

There are three models in the range - Coupé, Flybridge and 
Flybridge & T-Top. Deliveries late 2016 to early 2017.

www.ocqueteau.com
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Axopar 37 to be 
Launched at Boot
As a precursor to the o�  cial launch at 
Boot Düsseldorf in January, the latest 
and largest so far in the Axopar range – 
the new Axopar 37 – has broken cover 
after both Cabin and T-Top versions 
were put through their paces during 
initial sea trials. 

The Axopar 37 features a low-resistance, 
narrow-entry, twin-stepped hull with 
low centre of gravity and extra length. 
Based upon four proven and popular 
deck con� gurations – T-Top, Cabin 
T-Top, Cabin and Aft Cabin – the extra 
8ft 6in length overall, when compared 
to the older 28, has given rise to  more 
comfortable living accommodation, 
with all models bene� ting from more 
space and functionality on deck, and 
a larger, double-berth forecabin with 
toilet. 

On deck, the console has been widened 
and a larger table o� ers up to seven 
people the chance to sit and socialise 
in comfort. There is also a kitchen and/
or wet-bar package option aimed at 
facilitating spending longer periods on 
board.

For the Axopar 37 range, engines 
are speci� ed as extras, but Axopar 
recommend Mercury Verado L6 
engines. 
visit www.axopar.� 
www.o� shorepowerboats.co.uk

NEW
LAUNCH
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Big Return

SUZUKI RETURN TO 
LONDON BOAT SHOW
 

Suzuki have chosen to kick-start 2016 by 
exhibiting at the London Boat Show. The 
decision to return to the Show will enable 
Suzuki to engage with customers at a key 
time of year and showcase their range of 
four-stroke engines for the new season. 

Taking place from 8th to 17th January, the 
London Boat Show is inviting visitors to 
explore a world of boating, see the latest 
trends, technologies and innovations, and 
experience cutting-edge attractions – all 
at the heart of one of the world’s most 
pioneering capital cities.

Spread over the equivalent of six full-sized 
football pitches, the 62nd annual London 
Boat Show will feature new brands, 
exhibitors and attractions (including 
‘The 60s Revival’, ‘The Mediterranean Bay’ 
and the Show’s very own theatre) and 
showcase the very best of the British and 
international marine market.

For more information visit www.
londonboatshow.com
To � nd more about Suzuki engines  
visit www.suzuki-marine.co.uk

RYA AWARDS 
TO RECOGNISE 
POWERBOAT RACING 
INDUSTRY PARTNERS
 

The RYA’s powerboat racing 
department has announced 
the creation of a new awards 
programme to recognise the 
contribution of industry partners to 
the sport.

Engaging the wider marine 
industry and commercial 
stakeholders within the sport, the 
new awards will be presented at 
the annual RYA Powerboat Racing 
Awards c eremony, held in February 
each year, the annual showcase for 
the sport in the UK.

In 2016, new awards will be 
presented in the following 
categories:
• Leading contribution to 
powerboat racing from a marine 
industry supplier (safety/  
technology focus)

• Leading sponsorship of a 
powerboat racing team

• Leading contribution from a host 
venue

Clubs, promoters and host venues 
are encouraged to submit entries 
for the awards by the closing date 
of Monday 4th January, and further 
information on the categories and 
criteria to enter can be found on 
the RYA website at www.rya.org.
uk/programmes/powerboatracing/
Pages/powerboat-racing-industry-
awards.aspx.

Correction 
and Apology
In the feature test of the Selva 650 published 
in issue 130 of PBR, we incorrectly referred 
to the Selva 650 as having a Stingher hull. 
The article also stated that the vessel was 
better known in the UK as a Stingher. We 
would like to correct these comments by 
informing our readers that the Selva 650 has 
no connection with the Stingher RIB in the 
manner stated. We apologise unreservedly 
for the errors made.

HMS, PBR 

25yr heritage of 
British built RIBs
Bespoke design, 
from Bottle Racks 
to Sundecks, we’ve 
got it covered!
Range of RIB 
packages from 5m 
to 8m  
Superb after sales 
support helping 
you to get the best 
from your RIB
Free, on the water, 
½ day induction for 
every RIB
Repair & Refurbish-
ment Services

www.ospreyribs.co.uk T: 01453 839103

25yr heritage of British 
built RIBs
Bespoke design, 
from Bottle Racks to 
Sundecks, we’ve got it 
covered!
Range of RIB 
packages from 5m 
to 8m  
Superb after sales 
support helping you 
to get the best from 
your RIB
Free, on the water, 
½ day induction for 
every RIB
Repair & Refurbish-
ment Services



SETTING
NEW

STANDARDS

A Proud NEW  Par tnersh ip

Demand excellence on the water with the ultimate boat and engine package. 
The spacious Galia 750 Hardtop and powerful Honda BF250 are perfectly 

paired to deliver the very best of comfort, style, quality and performance. 

Call 0845 200 8000 visit www.honda.co.uk/boatpartners
or see them fi rst on Stand D110 at the London Boat Show.londonboatshow.com
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Jetten Yachting will be introducing 
their new line on Saturday 23rd 
January, the opening day of Boot 
Düsseldorf, at 14:00 hours. From 
the end of January 2016, Jetten 
Yachting will also be renamed 
Jetten Shipyard. 

To � nd out more about the new 
range and brandi ng visit www.
jettenshipyard.com

Jetten to Unveil New Range at Boot

Top James Bond 
Boats Revealed
To celebrate the release of Spectre, yacht 
charter company The Moorings have 
created an interactive animation that lets 
viewers explore the eight most iconic 
James Bond boats in an interactive web 
application called ‘The Moorings Presents: 
License to Sail’.

The collection of marine vehicles has been 
chosen for their appearance in iconic 
Bond scenes and how recognisable they 
are to audiences. They include the Q-Boat 
from The World is Not Enough, the Glastron 
GT-150 from Live and Let Die and the Lotus 
Esprit from The Spy Who Loved Me.

Filled with vintage-style animations, the 
piece allows users to discover behind-
the-scenes facts and less well-known 
information about some of the more 
unique modes of transport we’ve seen on 
our screens since the Bond franchise began 
in 1962 with Dr  No.

The website also includes a License to Thrill 
rating, which rates the marine vehicles by 
how much they add to the � lms they’re in 
at a glance. Fellow Bond a� cionados are 
encouraged to share their ratings with The 
Moorings across social media using the 
hashtag #licensetosail.

To see the collection of top eight James 
Bond boats visit www.moorings.com/
infographics/jamesbondboats.html
 

Salterns Brokerage to Exhibit at LBS
Salterns Brokerage have con� rmed that they will be exhibiting at the UK’s largest 
indoor boat show, the London Boat Show, taking place from 8th to 17th January 
2016 at the Excel Centre. On display will be the amphibious Sealegs 7.1m and, 
making its UK debut, the new Anytec 747 CAB.

Salterns Brokerage have been appointed the sole UK importer and distributor for 
Anytec, who produce Swedish-built aluminium-hulled boats, and who have been 
making recreational boats and rescue runners to large commercial patrol boats 
for over 30 years.  The most notable characteristic of Anytec craft is the sharp bow, 
designed to produce increased  stability, especially at higher speeds. There are 
over 10 boats in the range. 

Sealegs, meanwhile, has been speci� cally designed and developed to take all 
the hassle out of the boat launching and retrieval process. The Sealegs system 
consists of motorised, retractable and steerable wheels that are � tted to specially 
designed boats to give users a fully integrated, turnkey package.

www.salternsbrokerage.co.uk

Walker Bay Boats Continue to Grow
 

Walker Bay Boats will be adding to their RIB and in� atable kayak lines in 2016. In 
order to support the growth that Walker Bay experienced in 2015, in addition to 
launching six new boats next year , they are looking for over a dozen reputable 
distributors and dealers across the globe to add to their network.

 Walker Bay sold over 450 boats in Europe last year, with top-performing countries 
including Spain, Portugal and the Netherlands. The company’s original Dinghy 
line continues to be a big seller in Europe as an a� ordable and durable tender 
that also o� ers options to make it suitable as a beginner’s sailing dinghy. For 
2016, they will be adding larger luxury RIBs as tenders for yachts or runabouts 
for dayboating. The in� atable kayak line has also been popular with boaters and 
newcomers to boating as it stows easily in its backpack and is quick to in� ate and 
de� ate, and a new line of sit-inside kayaks will be coming out in 2016. 

For further information visit www.walkerbay.com 

 



NEW

UK LAUNCH AT LONDON 
EXCEL – STAND B170/D.

The first Rodman outboard model for the leisure range, 

featuring deep walk around side decks, side access door, 360° 

visibility from the helm, huge cockpit and spacious forward 

sunbathing area. With options to specify the boat for fishing, 

cruising or a mixture of both, and the choice between single 

or twin outboard engines, the Rodman 890 Ventura offers 

comfortable boating, just the way you want it.

Cruiser version Fisher versionLight, spacious interior

Appointed dealers for 
Rodman in the UK, Ireland 
and Channel Islands

RBS Marine Ltd
Birdham Pool Marina
Chichester  PO20 7BG
+44 (0) 1243 512101
www.rbsmarine.com

Follow RBS Marine and Rodman on

Rodman Polyships S.A.U. // Tel: +34 986811818 // www.rodman.es
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A Sail Through 
Time at LBS
The London Boat Show 2016 
is inviting visitors to discover 
the best of boating, from the 
groundbreaking innovations of 
the 60s to the sailing champions of 
tomorrow, at ExCeL, London from 
8th to 17th January.

For 2016, organisers are taking 
advantage of the hundreds of 
marine innovators, adventurers and 
rising sporting stars who visit and 
exhibit at the London Boat Show 
each year with its new feature ‘The 
London Boat Show Theatre’. In a 
dedicated area for personalities 
to share their inspiring stories 
and expert knowledge through 
interactive talks and panel shows, 
visitors can expect a mixture of A 
Question of Sport, Mock the Week 
and Mastermind.   

The ‘Mediterranean Bay’ will put 
boating skills to the test live at 
the Show. The purpose-built pool 
will host water seminars on close-
quarters boat handling, sail ree� ng 
and capsize drills. Visitors will also 
have the opportunity to trial an 
array of water sports.

Alongside today’s cutting-edge 
technology, the Show will celebrate 
the innovations of yesteryear with 
its attraction the ‘60s Revival’. 

And the  Show’s new layout will 
provide the perfect platform to 
showcase the � nest luxury yachts 
and the latest in cutting-edge 
electronics from over 300 of the 
leading British and international 
companies.

For tickets and for further 
information visit www.
londonboatshow.com

RYA Powerboat Racing Review  

Over the last six months the RYA has been conducting an in-depth review of its 
governance of powerboat racing in the UK led by an independent consultant on behalf of 
the association, and a number of conclusions and outcomes have been reached.

Throughout the process all members of the powerboat racing community have had the 
opportunity to contribute to the review, with all views being considered and evaluated 
alongside the vast amount of written material, including  minutes and reports.

The review examined aspects of liability, risk, safety and training and the RYA itself and 
makes recommendations for their improvement. As a result of this it has been decided 
that the RYA will remain the National Governing Body for Powerboat Racing in the UK, 
but a number of substantial changes relating to subjects such as insurance and o� shore 
race approvals will be made that will impact on o�  cials, competitors, clubs and event 
organisers. More speci� c details on this have been directly communicated to those 
a� ected.

The Powerboat Racing Review report and all the correspondence can be viewed 
at www.rya.org.uk/programmes/powerboatracing/Pages/rya-powerboat-racing-
review.aspx

Ullman System Nominated 
for i-NOVO Tech Award
The Ullman Steering Bar Boat Control System, which has 
been nominated for an i-NOVO Tech Award, is a new 
steering and control system for high-speed boats aimed 
at increasing safety and precision in high-speed boat 
manoeuvring. Enabling full control of speed, steering 
and postural stability of the body, even under exposure 
to slamming and impacts, while still holding on, will go 
a long way toward preventing mistakes, accidents and 
injuries, even in the most challenging operations.

The new fully electronic drive-by-wire Ullman steering 
and control system is available for single and twin drive 
lines and comes in di� erent versions for controlling 
stern drives, water jets and outboards.

For further details visit www.ullmandynamics.com.

VENTURE 
CUP 2016

Entry to the 2016 Venture 
 Cup is now open. For 

full details on the event, 
including cost, and to 

� nd out how to enter visit 
www.mby.com.

Boot Düsseldorf 2016
Boot Düsseldorf will take place next year between 23rd and 31st January. With the 
motto ‘360° water sports’, it will highlight all leisure pursuits that take place in, on 
or by the water, and water sports fans of all kinds, including boat and yacht lovers, 
recreational divers, surfers, wakeboarders and anglers,  will � nd a wide range of 
exhibits to interest them at this event.

To � nd out more visit www.boat-duesseldorf.com

HEAVY WEATHER POWERBOATING
“...a ground-breaking book that is the natural companion to the classic Heavy Weather Sailing.”

CALL 01884 266100 TO ORDER YOUR COPY - £20.00 INCLUDING POSTAGE AND PACKING
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www.fjordboats.com

  FJORD 40 open   exclusive long-range cruiser for 
 family and friends | up to 40 knots | 
for every day and every night

36  40  48  open | 36 MY tender

be unique

  Inspiration Marine Group Ltd. / contact.us@fjordboats.co.uk
 Southampton / P 02380 457008 // Windermere / P 01539 447700
Scotland & Ireland / P 01475 522515

Be there at the London Boat Show for the UK 
re launch of the Fjord Range. January 8th – 17th
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New Book

SOLENT CRUISING 
COMPANION THIRD 
EDITION
A fully updated third edition of the 
best-selling Solent Cruising Companion 
by Derek Aslett will be available from 
15th December 2015. With up-to-date 
text, charts and aerial photography, 
the newest ‘Cruising Companion’ from 
Fernhurst Books will help you make 
the most of your visit to this varied and 
interesting cruising ground. 

The Solent is thought by many to be 
the spiritual home of sailing and is 
one of Britain’s most popular sailing 
spots. Centred on Cowes, this new 
guide covers the ports and harbours 
from Keyhaven to Chichester. 
Comprehensive pilotage and nautical 
information is coupled with insight into 
the best places to eat, drink and explore 
ashore. The book is complemented 
by an e-book, which is an informative 
(and much lighter!) reference tool when 
exploring ashore, and  would make a 
good last-minute Christmas present for 
cruising friends and family, or a treat 
to yourself for dipping into in the New 
Year as you begin to plan your summer 
cruise. 

www.fernhurstbooks.com

“WITH UP-TO-DATE TEXT, 
CHARTS AND AERIAL 
PHOTOGRAPHY, THE NEWEST 
‘CRUISING COMPANION’ 
FROM FERNHURST BOOKS”

AkzoNobel Introduce 
Textile Waterproofer
AkzoNobel have extended their International 
Boatcare range with a new Textile Waterproofer 
aimed at protecting fabrics against moisture, 
dirt and mildew. The Textile Waterproofer is 
user-friendly and cost-e� ective and has been 
designed to safely impregnate and protect 
textile surfaces in the marine environment.

New canopies or sprayhoods provide optimum 
protection against dirt and water, but over 
time this protection decreases. Routine care 
with International Textile Waterproofer extends 
the lifetime and makes on-board textiles look 
new for longer while retaining their � exibility. 
The product can also be applied to extend the 
useful life of sailing wear and other textiles on 
board.

The International Boatcare range already 
includes solutions aimed at cleaning, restoring, 
protecting and maintaining a boat’s painted 
� nish. The range is designed to complement 
the  International and Awlgrip boat painting 
and maintenance product range. 

To discover more visit www.akzonobel.com.

Urgent MCA 
Consultation
A new Marine Guidance Note (MGN) informing 
industry of a new SOLAS regulation requiring 
all SOLAS ships to have arrangements for 
the recovery of persons from the water has 
been issued and includes the need for non-
SOLAS UK ships and boats (e.g. passenger 
vessels and small craft) to equally observe 
these international provisions as industry 
guidance. The note reads:

 At the invitation of the IMO’s Maritime Safety 
Committee, the MCA [Maritime & Coastguard 
Agency)] requests that the requirements of 
SOLAS Regulation III/17-1, and the associated 
IMO guidelines repeated at Annex 1 to this 
Notice, should, as far as is practicable, be 
observed as industry guidance by the owners 
and operators of non-SOLAS ships, particularly 
where there is a mandatory requirement for 
means of recovery from the water.’

Small commercial vessels, domestic passenger 
vessels (including inland waterways) and Class 
XII recreational vessels are a� ected by this 
consultation. All members who may be 
a� ected are asked to read the consultation 
documents and complete the impact 
questionnaire supplied. The end date for the 
consultation is 18th December 2015.

www.gov.uk/government/consultat ions/
consultation-for-means-of-recovery-m-
notice 

SWELL 
ADVANTAGE 
LAUNCH MOBILE 
ACCESSORY STORE 
Swell Advantage are a marine 
technology start-up using the 
power of mobile devices to 
build the next generation of 
tools and services for boaters. 
They recently announced the 
launch of the Swell Advantage 
Mobile Accessory Store, which 
is focused on providing high-
quality waterproof cases and 
boat mounts for mobile devices.  

After looking at a large number 
of manufacturers, the Swell 
Advantage Store decided to 
feature Dog and Bone (www.
dogandbonecases.com) 
and Hitcase (www.hitcase.
com) as the primary brands 
in the store. Both of these 
manufacturers provide cutting-
edge products designed for 
rugged, adventurous lifestyles.  

The Swell Advantage Store 
can be found at store.
swelladvantage.com.

To � nd out more  visit www.
swelladvantage.com

 

 



GIVE YOUR BOAT A BOOST OF INTELLIGENCE WITH 
NEW eS SERIES POWERED BY LIGHTHOUSE™ II – NOW 
SMARTER THAN EVER WITH MORE CHART 
CHOICES, AUTOMATIC ROUTE PLANNING, AND 
ADVANCED SAILING TOOLS.

MORE LIKE
SMART BOAT?
GENIUS BOAT!

TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY
FOR DETAILS PLUS OFFER 
INFORMATION, GO TO 
WWW.RAYMARINE.CO.UK/WINTER15
OFFER STARTS 1 DECEMBER

TO FIND OUT MORE, SPEAK TO AN 
APPROVED RAYMARINE 
SERVICE DEALER

MORE LIKE
SMART BOAT?
GENIUS BOAT!

SPECIAL OFFER
FREE INSTALLATION AND 
3 YEARS ONBOARD WARRANTY 
ON SELECT RAYMARINE PRODUCTS THIS WINTER

SEE US ON STAND
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Designed and developed 
in Norway, Cormate 
offer a bespoke-built, 
classically styled range of 
high-performance family 

sports boats. While the company 
is well known and highly regarded 
throughout Scandinavia, it is less well 
known over here, as is so often the 
case with bespoke Norwegian builders. 

family sports boats, which he later sold 
to Koenigsegg cars. Hydrolift designed 
and built the world’s first RIB to break 
the 100-knot barrier back in 1999, 
powered by a single V12 Lamborghini, 
and more recently Ranvig broke the 
Oslo-to-Copenhagen record with 
another of his creations. 
 It is evident that Cormate boats are 
founded on the experience and lessons 
learnt from these high-performance 
race craft, coupled with Ranvig’s 
expertise in hydrodynamic design, 
his obsession with high quality and 
extensive use of the latest construction 
technologies. Ranvig was at the 
forefront of stepped-hull design and 
has now taken this full circle with 
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Cormate Land in the UK
Over the years, several overseas boatbuilders 
have introduced new brands into the UK, but with 
mixed success. PBR reports on one brand about to 
launch in this country that has already caught the 
eye – Cormate from Norway.

Cormate are the leisure boat division of 
HydroDesign and are headquartered in 
Fredrikstad, Norway. Those that follow 
offshore racing will be familiar with the 
name. Established in 1985, HydroDesign 
have enjoyed considerable success both 
on the racing circuit and within the 
marine leisure sector. Founder and CEO 
Egil Ranvig created the much admired 
Hydrolift brand, a race-inspired range of 

T-27T-27 - Ivory
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Cormate
PREVIEW

the introduction of a full 25-degree 
deadrise ‘balance plane hull’. Unique to 
Cormate, this hull form features a step 
back transom and air induction that 
gives the helmsman far more control 
over planing attitude and results in 
increased comfort for those on board. 
This, coupled with its ultra-lightweight 
sandwich construction, gives impressive 
performance figures. The current 
‘flagship’ model is the Cormate T27 
Supermarine, which originally debuted 
at the Norwegian International Boat 
Show in 2006, where it won the ‘Boat 
of the Year’ award. This boat, fitted with 
Mercury’s new 4.5L MPI 250hp motor, 
will reach 44 knots while only using 
1.45 litres of fuel per nautical mile. A 
single QSD 320hp diesel will give 49 
knots at just 0.97 litres per nautical mile 
– pretty good for a boat that is just short 
of 8.5 metres in length.
  Ranvig has since developed the 
entire range to such an extent that now 
Scandinavian royalty count among his 
many high-profile customers. During 

Sportmate 24 and 27 dashboard Oslo Boat Show

T-27 Oslo Boat Show

T-27 Oslo Boat Show

THE bEspokE family sporTs boaT from cormaTE

Cormate offer a 
bespoke-built, 
classically styled range 
of high-performance 
family sports boats.

the summer of 2015, King Harald V of 
Norway took delivery of a new Cormate 
T27 Supermarine to replace his Riva, 
his new boat now being moored at the 
royal family’s summer house at Mågerø, 
Norway. Cormate have at their core over 
30 years of design and development 
experience, so the high quality of their 
craft should come as no surprise. 
 Cormate have now confirmed 
the UK launch of their brand at the 
forthcoming London Boat Show from 
January 8th to 17th, 2016. Fine Design 
Marine of Poole Harbour, Dorset, the 
sole UK, Ireland and Channel Islands 
distributor, have announced that they 
will be showcasing the new Cormate 
T27 Supermarine and Sportmate 24 
Supermarine. Cormate also have a new 
30ft model currently in development. 

further information and tickets to the 
launch are available from fine Design 
marine in poole on 01202 465327. 

www.finedesign-marine.co.uk; 
www.cormate.co.uk
 
 



Alex Smith examines 
that rarest of things – an 
automotive collaboration 
with genuine merit …

Weird but wonderful: 

Aston Martin AM37

At some stAge, every car builder 
in the world seems to get bored with 
the day job and dip a toe into boats. 
Equally, there is a tendency among 
boat manufacturers to piggyback the 

Aston Martin AM37
WEIrd & WondErful

populist appeal of exotic motor cars by 
conjuring up tenuous parallels that they 
believe help illustrate their vessels in 
a more attractive light. It gives marine 
journalists like me plenty of excuse 
to laugh with disdain at the clueless 
directives of landlubbers in boardrooms. 
But occasionally a car builder goes 
beyond the safe waters of conceptual 
collaborations to generate a powerboat 
that seems to stand a genuine chance 
of success. The AM37 from Aston Martin, 

Mulder Design and the Quintessence 
Yachts shipyard is just such a craft. 

The AM37 concept 
This dynamic 37-footer is designed to 
be ‘luxurious and fast’ and to ‘marry the 
finest features’ of the powerboat and 
the British sports car. To that end, the 
hull features high-tech composite with 
epoxy resin, alongside vacuum infusion 
technology and structural parts built 
from carbon fibre. 
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SpecificAtionS
LoA: 11.1m
LWL: 9.8m
Power: 740–1040 hp
engine option 1: Twin 
Mercury TDI 4.2 370hp 
engine option 2: Twin 
Mercury Racing SCI 520hp
top speed: 44–60 knots
Ce category: B
Naval architect: Mulder 
Design
shipyard: Quintessence 
Yachts (UK)
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Summary 
After more than a century in business 
and with a heritage defined by racetrack 
excellence and Bond film glamour, you 
can see why Aston Martin’s marine debut 
is a noteworthy event. You can also see 
why Dutch yard Quintessence Yachts is 
attempting to preserve the British DNA 
of Aston Martin powerboats by building 
the AM37 at a dedicated plant here in the 
UK. For me, there are only two problems: 
firstly, the grandiose overstatement of 

the promises, which revolve around 
vacuous phrases like ‘revolutionary’, and 
secondly, the fact that, despite a planned 
debut at the Monaco Yacht Show in 
September, the boat itself has yet to be 
seen. 

So is this really an automotive 
collaboration with genuine merit? Or 
is it just another set of pretty pictures? 
Answers on a postcard to PBR … 

MAIN: The AM37 is 
a blend of classical 
lines and modern 
technologies.

TOP: The detailing looks 
exquisite throughout.

LEFT: The cockpit is 
disarmingly uncluttered.

MIDDLE: The helm 
station is an object 
lesson in interactive 
modernity.

RIGHT: 6 The new AM37 
will be available in two 
forms.

Despite the apparent simplicity of the 
AM37’s lines, not to mention the classical 
wood and leather fit-out, the on-board 
equipment looks equally modern. It 
comes with air conditioning, a fridge 
and an espresso machine that can be 
activated remotely, while you’re still 
at home or en route to the marina. It 
also features integrated navigation and 
entertainment systems, with advanced 
multimedia functions and interactive 
voice control, all wrapped up in a dash-
mounted 15” HD touch screen interface. 
 The sliding deck system looks equally 
remarkable. It enables the skipper to 
completely cover the cockpit at the end 
of a day, courtesy of three electronically 
controlled carbon panels. When you want 
an open cockpit, simply hit the button 
on the key and they retract beneath the 
aft deck, which itself can then slide aft to 
facilitate easy access from the dock, or lift 
up to provide a clear route to the engine, 
the storage spaces and the bimini. 
 There will be two models available: 
the ‘basic’ AM37, a fast, luxurious GT 
cruiser capable of between 44 and 50 
knots, and the AM37 S, which will ramp 
up the performance with a top end of 
between 52 and 60 knots. Either way, the 
AM37 is apparently just the first step in 
the partnership between Quintessence 
Yachts and Aston Martin – one that will 
eventually result in ‘a wide range of top-
quality speedboats’. 

… with a heritage defined 
by racetrack excellence 
and Bond film glamour, 
you can see why Aston 
Martin’s marine debut is 
a noteworthy event.

Information:
Mulder Design (www.mulderdesign.nl) 

Quintessence Yachts (www.quintessenceyachts.com) 
Aston Martin (www.astonmartin.com) 



MarShip Fuel Cleaner

MarShip Fuel Cleaner
BOAT TECH

Greg Copp reports 
on a new fuel-cleaning 
solution from MarShip.

MARSHIP UK have launched a new 
compact fuel polishing/cleaning system. 
This simple-to-use device removes 
diesel bugs, dirt and water – cleaning 
to an impressive level of 2 microns. 
Capable of cleaning at a rate of 12 litres 
a minute, it will clean a 1500-litre fuel 
tank in less than two hours. Designed 
to be exceedingly portable, it can run 

on its own internal battery for over two 
hours if mains power is not available. 
Alternatively, it can run on 12V or 24V. 
Built in the UK, this lightweight device 
comes with quick-release fuel hose 
couplings to � t most diameter fuel lines 
and is housed in its own carry case. Any 
water or contamination is automatically 
discharged and the � lter element can be 
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CONTACT 

www.marship.eu

All cars in the EU can only buy 
ultra-low sulphur diesel now, 
but marine use in the UK is not 
subject to this legislation yet. 

At the moment,  MarShip are 
only offering a fuel-cleaning 
service, as unfortunately the 
system is not for sale yet.

BOATING

TECH
WITH GREG

COPP
easily cleaned. 
 Diesel fuel is exceedingly vulnerable 
to contamination when left standing 
unused for some time, as many boats 
are. Large fuel tanks, in particular those 
with old diesel sitting in the bottom, are 
often problematic. This is not helped by 
the fact that European standards now 
require up to 12% biodiesel content 
in conventional ultra-low sulphur 
diesel fuel. This makes it 30 times more 
hygroscopic (the ability to attract and 
absorb water) than the old high-sulphur 
diesel fuel, the sulphur content of which 
e� ectively countered diesel bugs. All cars 
in the EU can only buy ultra-low sulphur 
diesel now, but marine use in the UK is 

Diesel fuel is exceedingly 
vulnerable to contamination 
when left standing unused for 
some time, as many boats are.

it can run on its own internal 
battery for over two hours if 
mains power is not available. 

not subject to this legislation yet. 
 Though most UK marinas have given 
assurance that they will not supply ultra-
low sulphur diesel containing a small 
biodiesel content, this is certainly not a 
legal requirement and potentially the risk 
still exists abroad. 
 At the moment,  MarShip are only 
o� ering a fuel-cleaning service, as 
unfortunately the system is not available 
for sale yet. However, they have for some 
time had an inline fuel cleaner/polisher 
available for sale, which is permanently 
� tted in the fuel delivery system. 
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Practical Electronics
BOAT TECH

Navico are expaNdiNg the ‘Go’ 
series of entry-level chartplotters/fish 
finders. The existing offering is just a 7” 
touch screen unit, but expanding on 
this are the new Go7 XSE and Go5 XSE 
sport units, which are designed for small 
powerboats and sports boats. Although 
the units are small, they still pack a huge 
punch when it comes to their level of 
technology and what is achievable. 
 Both of the Go XSE models have the 
same connections on the back: an 
NMEA2000 connection, a power plug 
and a nine-pin transducer plug. With 
the NMEA2000 plug, this means the 
unit is compatible with most NMEA2000 
devices, including the Simrad Outboard 
Pilot and DrivePilot autopilot systems as 
well as engine data integration, AIS and 
VHF connection. The Go5 and 7 XSE have 
the ability to split the screen to offer 

multiple uses at once, which gives these 
units a much bigger feel. 
 When exploring the transducer options 
for the Go XSE units, we find there is a 
new transducer available for them – the 
TotalScan transom mount transducer. 
This is an all-in-one transducer offering 
StructureScan, DownScan and CHIRP 
technologies together. This simplifies 
the installation and means you do 
not have to worry about fitting 
multiple transducers to get all of the 
options possible. The Go XSE range 
is also compatible with ForwardScan 
transducers. The power connector is 
just as described. The Go range has 
no NMEA0183 compatibility, but this 
should not even be noticed on a new 
installation. The Go range also has a 
built-in GPS 10Hz antenna, giving you 
straight-out-the-box chartplotter usage. 

 
With the new Go XSE series the units 
also have multiple fitting options – you 
can either fit the unit on a bracket, dash 
mount it or flush-fit the unit on the dash. 
This gives you a wide range of options, 
so whether installing the unit on a new 
vessel or retrofitting as an upgrade, 
there should be a place on your vessel’s 
console or dash for the Go range. When 
choosing cartography for the Go range, 
once again you are spoilt for choice, with 
Navionics, Insight, NV digital and Fugawi 
charts all available for the unit.
 The Go series from Simrad offers 
everything a small powerboat needs in 
terms of charting, fish finding, autopilot 
control and system integration, and I 
believe the Go range will be popular with 
its target market. 
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With Navico releasing a raft of new products just in time for 
the new year, David Hoskin takes a look at the new offerings 
making their way onto the electronics market.

pbr
NEW
P R O D U C T Go & Ti Yourself!  

Simrad have also announced the launch 
of upgraded versions of their NMEA2000 
sensors. The new range has memory 
and processor upgrades for better 
functionality, and includes the following:

Fuel Flow – giving current fuel rate, 
trip fuel used, seasonal fuel used and, 
when connected to a seed sensor, can 
also give fuel economy.

Fluid level seNder – suitable for 
water, oil and fuel.

pressure seNder – suitable for 
engine water pressure, boost pressure, oil 
pressure and transmission oil pressure.

speed seNsor – transom-mounted 
paddle wheel.

TemperaTure seNsor – configurable 
for water, engine room, refrigeration and 
heating temperature.
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These senders are a great accompanying 
product that fit nicely with the new Go 
range as they provide all the additional 
information required to give a complete 
installation, and all the boat owner needs 
to know about what is happening in the 
environment around them.
 Navico are also releasing new Lowrance 
products in the new year, including 
the new Elite Ti series of 5” and 7” 
chartplotters/fish finders. These are 
designed for fishing enthusiasts, giving 
them high-end fish finder capabilities at 
affordable pricing.

DaviD Hoskin
David is an electrical, electronics and 
mechanically trained marine engineer 
with 16 years’ experience in the marine 
trade. He is currently employed by 
Promarine UK Ltd (www.promarineuk.
com), based in Plymouth, who supply, 
install and upgrade electronics, 
outboard engines, marine generators 
and inboard diesel engines. If there 
are any technical questions or pricing 
issues you would like to ask him about, 
please feel free to email him on info@
promarineuk.com, or telephone 01752 
267984. 

Practical Electronics
BOAT TECH

I can see the Elite Ti 
range being a staple 

product for small 
fishing boats.

The Go series from Simrad 
offers everything a small 
powerboat needs in terms 
of charting, fish finding, 
autopilot control and system 
integration …

you have the two main map 
companies’ maps to choose 
from, which is what most 
people look for. Couple 
this with the internal GPS 

and the Ti series really makes 
chartplotting simple.

 I can see the Elite Ti range being a 
staple product for small fishing boats. 
This cost-effective, simple-to-use unit 
brings great fishing technology to 
everyone, is easy to install and has a wide 
range of transducers. What else would 
your little fishing boat need?

 The Ti model is the 
first in the Elite range 
to offer touch screen 
control, giving it a more 
modern feel with fishing 
as its main selling point. The 
Elite series doesn’t disappoint 
in terms of capability. The Ti series can 
offer CHIRP sonar, StructureScan and 
DownScan capabilities, depending on 
the transducer installed. The easiest way 
to use all of the above is to connect it to 
the new TotalScan transducer. If you are 
only after CHIRP or DownScan as your 
primary sonar usage you can tailor your 
package to suit your needs. When using 
the sonar screen, the Elite Ti series offers 
TrackBack capability; this is what the 
name suggests – the ability to rewind 
your sonar imaging history and review 
what you have seen, and even mark 
locations or highlights with a waypoint. 

This is a great piece of software 
as you are often active on deck 
catching fish and don’t have time 

there and then to mark the point on 
your plotter. 
 The Ti range has the ability to 
split the screen four ways, enabling 
you to show all three different types 
of sonar and the map at the same 

time. This is great as it allows you to 
compare targets underwater in all the 

formats, giving you more of a chance of 
identifying items and interpreting the 
data correctly.
 When it comes to the chartplotter 
part of the Ti range, there are options 
for mapping of Navionics+, Jepperson 
C-MAP, MAX-N and MAX-N+. This means 
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THE R200 WAY...WAY 
AHEAD OF THE PACK
FIRST RATE LONG RANGE SPORT/FISH UTILITY BOAT

ROBALOR200

Want a headache free buying experience? Look no further than this space effi cient 
interior design including heads/toilet. Superior quality, time-tested brand. Excellent 
overall performance. One ride and you’ll agree that the sensational R200 can turn 
anyone’s wish list into reality. FROM £36,084 INCL. VAT

IDEALBOAT.COM

ONLY AVAILABLE AT

sa les @ i dea lboat .com 01758 703013  OR  07813  581937

Come & see us on the 
Ideal Boats stand - our 
biggest display ever!



METS Trade
BOAT TECH
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The latest kit fr om METS TRADE
METS TRADE is the largest marine 
equipment show in the leisure 
industry, attracting exhibitors from 
across the world. The event, held 
in Amsterdam’s RAI centre each 
November, offers the opportunity 
for companies to show their new 
launches to the world. PBR’s Greg 
Goulding went along to see what’s 
new for the 2016 season...

TORQEEDO 20
The Deep Blue 80HP 
outboard never took 
o�  in the UK, but the 
new 20HP unit might be 
slightly more suited. It still 
requires a separate battery 
unit installed within the 
boat. Prices haven’t been 
released, but expect it 
to be several times the 
price of a petrol-powered 
engine.
www.torqeedo.com

CREWSAVER 
JACKET
Crewsaver’s High Impact 
buoyancy aid is perfect 
for RIBers, PWCers and 
water sports enthusiasts. 
It has airmesh 
technology to keep the 
wearer from overheating 
and a couple of zipped 
pockets to keep vital 
items such as a PLB. 
www.crewsaver.co.uk

EXPOSURE TORCH
Having a torch is always handy, and the 
RAW light is a super-lightweight and 
waterproof head torch that you’ll forget 
you’re wearing. It has a 200 lumens white 
light as well as a night-vision 50 lumens 
red light, as well as having a strobe setting 
for emergencies, which lasts for � ve hours. 
www.ultimatesportsengineering.com

DIGITAL YACHT 
SONAR SERVER
Digital Yacht has released 
Sonar Server, a small 
device that syncs your 
depth readings with 
your Apple or Android 
device, showing detailed 
data real-time through 
the Navionics app. It 
also shares the data with 
Navionics to generate 
more accurate charts.
www.digitalyacht.net

ADIDAS KIT
The big brand in 
sportswear has ventured 
into the world of boating 
kit, starting with its range 
of lightweight jackets 
and boat shoes. It’s 
already on sale, but the 
o�  cial launch will be at 
the London Boat Show in 
January 2016.
www.adidas.co.uk

PBR
NEW
P R O D U C T



METS Trade
BOAT TECH

The latest kit fr om METS TRADE

ZHIK BOOTS 700
A focus on dinghy sailing 
has allowed Zhik to 
develop boots that keep 
water out and warmth in. 
They’re great for active 
boaters, and now Zhik 
has realised that RIB users 
require just as much 
protection. 
www.zhik.com
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SPINLOCK LIGHT
It may be simple, but these 
ingenious little lights stick to 
the underneath of a life jacket. 
When wet they � ash separately, 
illuminating the jacket and also 
helping the eye to work out the 
distance by � ashing at di� erent 
times. At £15 for two, it’s worth 
having.
www.spinlock.co.uk

GARMIN 
A new range of entry-level 
MFDs called the Striker has 
been launched by Garmin. 
Available in 3.5 inch, 5 inch 
or 7 inch displays, they all 
feature DownVu and SideVu 
sonar, as well as traditional 
depth sonar. It has its own 
high-sensitivity GPS and the 
range starts at just £140.
www.garmin.com

DIESEL OUTBOARD
Diesel outboards have returned 
with the Neander Shark. It’s 
a 50hp unit, weighing in at 
175KG (around 50% more than 
a petrol counter-part) it will 
o� er unrivalled torque and 
e�  ciency. Likely to appeal to 
commercial operators, it could 
be the start of a new wave of 
diesel power.
www.neander-shark.com

RULE LOPRO 
BILGE PUMP
Designed for small areas, this 
low-pro� le bilge pump runs at 
900GPH and has the common 
automatic sensor that goes 
o�  when wet. But should it be 
mounted at an angle it can 
regularly check the resistance 
on the paddle wheel to see if 
the sensor hasn’t noticed water. 
www.jabscoshop.com
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Simon Everett braves the chill to bring 
you the low-down on the latest and 
greatest of the Stingher line-up, the 
enviable 900GT Custom.

Stingher 900GT
BOAT TEST

Stingher
900GT



Stingher have 
made a big impact on 
the RIB scene, with 
hundreds of happy 
customers enjoying their 

experience of ownership. This new 
900GT is an enlarged version of 
the extremely successful 800GT, 
and the extra length has been 
utilised well – it allows for a larger 
console, and an extra pair of shock 
mitigation seats to be slotted in 
without compromising on the 
remainder of the deck space. 
 You still get the Stingher stern 
seat framed by the fibreglass 
raked radar arch that supports 
the bimini, a solar panel on top 
to keep the batteries topped up 
and a stylish Stingher badge cut 
into a carbon-fibre panel. On the 

twin engine version you lose the 
bathing platforms, but that is offset 
by the greater manoeuvrability and 
hole shot, and an extra 100hp over 
the single 300hp.
 To overcome the water access 
issue there is a very natty, side-
mounted, stainless steel ladder, 
which complements the polished 
anchor hanging under the stem. To 
maintain that look of dignity and 
purpose, the 900GT Custom Sport 
is furnished with a pair of polished 
stainless gull wing cleats from 

Aqualine aft, mirrored by custom 
steering wheel spokes, gauge 
bezels and porthole surrounds 
to complete the overall aesthetic 
appeal. 
 The bow has retained the familiar 
stepped deck with a sunken 
cockpit that is equipped to support 
the picnic table and has a lifting 
sole to permit access into the hull. 
The seating level is split into three 
sections, down each side you get 
forward-hinging lockers that are 
long enough to take waterskis, 
and then in the main section, 
as is the Stingher trait, there is 
a generous locker with superb 
details in the substantial stainless 
steel supporting struts and almost 
flush, flat hinges on each hatch 
lid. The chain locker is under the 

Stingher 900GT
BOAT TEST

The clean, unfettered 
layout is stylishly 
simple, yet seamanlike 
at the same time.



The 900GT has room for an extra row of Scott seats

Wider console with carbon dash affords extra protection and space for bigger display screen.

The polished stainless anchor tucks 
away beautifully.

The console houses an electric sea toilet and 
provides good hanging space too. Twin 200 Verados on the test boat

next deck lid forward and houses a 
well-protected electric windlass, which 
certainly takes the drudgery out of 
putting the parking brake on. 
 It goes without saying that there is 
a comprehensive suite of cushions 
available, in the upholstery of 
your choice, to pad out the entire 
forward area as a sunbathing deck. 
The flexiteek decking throughout 
complements the boat beautifully and 
seals the hallmark of Stingher quality 
as well as providing comfort underfoot.
 The console is a new, enlarged design 
incorporating a carbon-fibre dash that 
accommodates a Garmin 7412 display 
and VHF together with Mercury digital 
multifunction gauges, a comprehensive 
set of switches on a separate panel 
and, new to the 900GT Custom, easily 
accessible isolator switches on the 
underside with the start buttons and 

OnbOard the StInGher 900Gt...

kill switch. The claw-spoked steering 
wheel adds that touch of class to 
cement the key elements of the new 
helm. 
 Being sat at the port-side wheel, 
which in itself is refreshingly correct 
as boats pass port to port, is like 
sitting on a flight deck. The chart 
display is positioned right in front 
of the helmsman, unobscured and 
unhindered by the stylish claw-spoked 

The Stingher 
isn’t a race boat 
or thrashing 
machine, although 
she is no slouch by 
any stretch of the 
imagination. 
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Stingher 900GT
BOAT TEST

!



wheel, and there is plenty of room to 
get a meaty-sized hand to the Garmin 
touch screen for making adjustments 
to course or chosen display. The 
instrumentation is set slightly to one 
side, ahead of the throttles, again 
within an easy glance of the helm so as 
to enable a watchful eye to be kept on 
engine parameters and fuel. The bank 
of 12 rocker switches line up below the 
dash panel on the navigator’s side, with 
the most commonly used closest to 
the helm, for ease when running solo. 
The clean, unfettered layout is stylishly 
simple, yet seamanlike at the same 
time.
 The biggest difference to the 800GT 
is the additional seating astern the 
enlarged console; in the case of the 
900GT Custom this comes in the form 
of four shock mitigation Scot seats. 
Other seating options are available, 
including electric drop bolsters, and 
of course you can select your own 
fabrics to suit your tube colour choice. 

For an all-weather cruiser of the 
900’s capability, the Scot seats offer 
supreme comfort even when the going 
gets tough. The deep-vee hull of the 
Stingher GT series is so accomplished 
that with the Scot seats it is difficult to 
imagine the sea state that you would 
need to make life afloat untenable.

 Talking of untenable situations, when 
the need arises, the console is designed 
to house a proper sea toilet and has a 
step-down plate to make access easier. 
Once inside it isn’t exactly lavish, 
of course, but there is room enough 
and the positive aspects of privacy 
and convenience far outweigh the 
disadvantage of the confined space 
– a room without a view, one might 
say! The interior also makes a useful, 
and genuinely dry, space to put some 
hooks on which to hang life jackets 
and foulies when not required.
 We were blessed with the only day of 
doldrums-like weather in a period of 
gales and rain. I would have preferred 

The footplate leaves you in no 
doubt about which boat you are on.

Flush mounted stainless fittings finish 
things off.

The neat Armstrong ladder mounts 
in special lugs on the tubes.

Convenient placement of isolation 
switched under the throttles.

Stand Out featureS...

Performance 

rPM Speed (mph) fuel cons. (ltrs/hr)
700 3.6 1.5
1000 5.7 2.9
2000 9.5 8.4
2200 12.8 10.8
3000 18.5 15.2
3500 27.8 18.0
4000 36.0 26.2
5000 47.1 50.0
5900 56.5 70.4
6000 57.3 76.1

Stingher 900GT
BOAT TEST

The Stingher hull runs 
with the tubes clear of 
the water until required.

Turning at speed doesn’t 
induce wild angles of 

heel as the tubes come 
into play and stabilise 

the situation.
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 Thumbs uP

  Accomplished performance
  Solid quality
  Stylish stainless fittings

Thumbs down

  Restricted access to the water

sPecificaTions
LOa: 8.80m
bOa: 3.00m
dry weight: 1900kg
fuel tank:  360 litres
Max. power: 476hp
tube diameter: 42–66 cm
Compartments: 6
Max. persons: 12
Ce cat: B 

Price
from: £89,950 with single 
Mercury Verado 300hp (inc. 
VAT) 
As tested with twin Verado 
200hp, 4 x Scot seats and 
extras: £114,700 (inc. VAT) 

Stingher 900GT
BOAT TEST

a good blow with some scudding 
clouds providing spotlights of sun to 
illuminate the wave tops and the boat 
as she carved through the maelstrom. 
Instead we had to make do with the 
Isle of Wight ferry and the pilot’s 
launch to provide any kind of water 
disturbance, which the accomplished 
Stingher hull contemptuously refused 
to be upset by – crossing the washes 
at 50 knots was child’s play. Even 
the venerable Neil Holmes was hard-
pressed to get some animation into the 
pictures, such is the planted stoicism 
of the Stingher hull. With twin Verado 
200s on the transom, the rig is nicely 
balanced and has the low-down grunt 
to carry more weight than a single 300, 
although that would be an alternative 
if your budget was being stretched.
 When it comes to putting the 900GT 
into a fast turn, those substantial 
Hypalon tubes come into play and 
restrict the angle of heel into a 

comfortable, controlled manoeuvre 
that is sure to appeal to your 
passengers and their sense of well-
being. To get the Stingher out of shape 
would take a bit of doing – the wide 
beam and support of the tubes provide 
such a degree of stability.
 The Stingher isn’t a race boat or 
thrashing machine, although she 
is no slouch by any stretch of the 
imagination. The 900GT is a refined, 
fast cruising RIB that will stand 
scrutiny in any circles and will appeal 

The 900GT is a 
refined, fast cruising 
RIB that will stand 
scrutiny in any circles 

to those in need of more seating and 
room than the well-established 800GT 
provides, or as a fast tender for a 
large yacht. 

Stingher style is obvious.
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Beneteau are a world-
renowned GRP boatbuilder 
responsible for producing 
a wide range of leisure 
craft – both sail and 

power. Their sports boat and cruiser 
range is likewise extensive and they 
appear intent on fulfilling virtually 
every role the market may demand! 
This is emphasised at boat shows 
where you can often see great ‘racks’ 
of Beneteaus lining the pontoon 
berths and exhibition hall walkways. 
But now there is yet another model 
joining this comprehensive line-up: a 
7.7m vessel known as the SPACEDeck 
Flyer – a craft sold and marketed 
in this country by one of the UK’s 
largest and most respected boat 
retailers, Bates Wharf. 
 Our appointed test day was near 
perfect, and as I left home early that 
morning to drive along the wooded 

BOAT TEST
Beneteau Flyer 7.7 SPACEDeck

HMS travels to Poole and catches the last day of 
summer to test a brand-new Beneteau model for 2016, 
the stylish and capable Flyer 7.7 SPACEDeck. 

Beneteau Flyer
7.7 SPACEDeck

heights of the Blackdown Hills and on 
through the mist-filled Dorset valleys, 
the biggest golden sun ever steadily 
rose amidst clear blue skies to warm 
the late autumn landscape. 
 Upon my arrival at the Bates Wharf 
yard in Poole, I was greeted by the 
centre’s chief boatman and customer 
liaison representative Gary Graybrook, 
a pleasant and welcoming gent who 
has worked for the company for some 
years now and is responsible for 
customer handovers and helping new 
owners become acquainted with their 
newly purchased craft. As we walked 
over the road bridge to the town quay 
marina and the pontoon berth where 
both the test boat and our photo boat 
were lying, we chatted about the 
market in general, the successes Bates 
Wharf were having with their multi-
brand business and why the team 
felt the 7.7 Flyer was such a welcome 

addition to the current range.
 Enthusing over the prospect of 
showing me through her paces, 
Gary explained: ‘With this new 
model we really feel confident we 
have a product that is not only 
a great example of high-quality 
contemporary boatbuilding, but one 
that also represents genuinely good 
value for money … We’re all quietly 
very excited by the Flyer because 
we feel it has the ability to bring a 
lot of pleasure to a lot of people – 
particularly those who are seeking a 
capable and stylish sports boat that 
benefits from being functional and 
very manageable at the same time.’
 Poole Harbour’s dark-green waters 
sparkled and dazzled in the sunshine; 
we simply couldn’t have picked 
a better day. So with all haste we 
slipped our lines and edged out of the 
busy marina. Then, taking advantage 

Price  tested: £62,425  Length: 7.10–7.64 m POWer: 300hp  cOntact: Bates Wharf Marine Sales www.bateswharf.co.uk



BOAT TEST
Beneteau Flyer 7.7 SPACEDeck

of the ‘out of season’ relaxation of the 
harbour’s usual speed restrictions, we 
sped on toward Sandbanks and the 
mouth of the harbour, passing Brownsea 
Island and Green Island with the pastel 
backdrop of the Purbeck Hills away in 
the distance. 

 From the vantage point of the photo 
boat, it struck me that the SPACEDeck 
Flyer’s appearance is unusual in some 
respects. Riding high on her multi-
chined hull, she gives the appearance 
of having several ‘faces’, depending on 
which angle you spy her from. I would 
say this is due to the combination of 
the cut of her bow, her side profile 
styling and the manner in which the 
hull integrates with the vessel’s topsides. 
Despite her French origins, my initial 
impression was that her influences 
were not altogether European but 
perhaps took inspiration from the North 
American market as well. Furthermore, 
it occurred to me that besides the Flyer’s 
designers clearly wanting to offer a 
sports boat of seagoing ability, they also 

had in mind the sea angling potential 
of the craft and the latter sector’s target 
audience.
 Out past the chain ferry, then, with 
Studland Sands and the ‘Old Harry’ 
rocks off our starboard side, we bore 
away eastward and into the blue seas 
of Bournemouth Bay. Once we had 
the shoot in the bag, it was time to 
‘jump ship’ and get behind the wheel 
of the 7.7. Immediately I liked the feel 
of the helm: its layout, its generous 
proportions, and the way that the helm 
position and seating complemented 
each other so well. The wheel and 
throttles fell nicely to hand, affording 
comfort and control, and the engine 
displays, including the Lowrance Touch-
Gen 3 screen etc., were all positioned 
to enable good line of sight. The helm 
and navigator’s seating can be adjusted 
for either semi-standing or fully seated 
positions and worked really well, I felt – 
their design providing a high degree of 
comfort and support for the user. 
 I needed little time aboard to recognise 
that the Flyer 7.7 SPACEDeck was a 
quality boat and a substantial one at that 
for its size. The space aboard this craft is 
unencumbered and I liked the fact that 
the layout on this demonstrator featured 
just the two forward crew seats, with 
the aft lazarette providing the additional 
passenger seating. That said, if you do 
need more, the gunwale bulkheads 
either side of the aft deck each have a 
let-down/foldable seat, which, although 
they may not be ideal in a heavy chop 
or cross wind when the spray begins to 

… the Beneteau 
Flyer 7.7 SPACEDeck 
is a high-quality, 
multipurpose sports 
boat – impressive both 
in terms of construction 
and in its ability to 
perform.

Above left: This boat can hold its own against any backdrop. Above right: Great grip through all the turns.
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She performs with little wake at low speeds.
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fly, nonetheless are very useful items to 
have. Of course, up on the foredeck one 
also has the option of either sunlounging 
or socialising – the latter courtesy of 
the additional seating that the chunky 
lockers and dry stowage sections built 
in to the bow provide. Without doubt, 
this boat scores big time in terms of its 
internal space, and its various GRP units 
and fixtures help maximise this. 
 You’ll see from the photographs that 
the back end of the 7.7 SPACEDeck 
features a very substantial moulded 
transom section that affords not only 
great access to the motor/motors, but 
also, thanks to the extensions either 
side of the outboard cutaway, a very 
substantial bathing platform complete 
with boarding ladder. On-deck security is 
high on this boat throughout.
 As one moves about the boat, other 
items and accessories stand out. These 
include a remote-controlled electric 
windlass, the option of a stainless 

BOAT TEST

A fit-out ideally suited to socializing.

This pair of Suzuki 150s makes the perfect combo.

Spacious ‘glory hole’! Modern access styling

OnbOard the beneteau Flyer 7.7 SPaCedeCk

Beneteau Flyer 7.7 SPACEDeck

steel framed bimini, gunwale topped 
handrails, a forward sunbed hammock 
and, possibly best of all, within the helm 
console itself, a marine toilet/heads with 
underdeck holding tank. This aspect 
of the Flyer’s anatomy also makes for 
a very useful ‘glory hole’, and being 
lockable it provides a ‘secure’ place to 
leave kit and clothing overnight. 
 This particular boat, rigged with 
twin 150hp Suzuki TGXs, certainly 
doesn’t hang about! Even running into 
the oncoming tide and sea we made 
a good 43 knots. These engines were 
a great match and simply sang their 
way along through the seas! Despite 
the substantial twin-outboard rig 
hanging off the stern, this 7.7m craft 
remained exceptionally well balanced 
and easy to handle. She felt very stable 
and behaved impeccably underway – 
whether punching cleanly through the 
oncoming waves or performing with a 
reassuring degree of lift in the following 
seas. Putting the Flyer into a hard turn 
on either lock failed to expose any loss 
of grip or tendency to skip out of a turn. 

… nothing aboard this 
boat rattled or gave 
the impression that 
it wasn’t well made 
or substantially put 
together.



The right choice 
The ultimate 4-stroke outboard

Find us on:

Designed specifically for marine use, our outboards deliver the ultimate in 

power and reliability. Packed full of the latest innovations we have designed  

a range of outboards to meet your needs, why look anywhere else? 

George - Sales and Marketing Manager

For the latest news and special offers, 
visit: suzuki-marine.co.uk
or come and see us on stand C140

Powerful performance

Proven reliability

Class-leading fuel economy

Multiple innovation award winners

Free rigging kit included

Free Datatag security 
(DF25A-DF300AP) 

Industry first keyless start

Steering package offers

Extensive back-up and support



The ‘Air Step’ hull the boat features is a 
design unique to Beneteau, and although 
propelled by some 300hp, it showed a 
consistent ‘predictable’ handling quality 
throughout the test. Driven responsibly, 
the Flyer gives every indication of being 
a very safe and sure-footed boat to drive, 
and being such is well suited to the 
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BOAT TEST

SpecificationS
LOA: 7.10–7.64 m (23’ 4”– 5’ 1”)
Hull length: 6.96m (22’ 10”)
Overall width: 2.73m (8’ 11”)
Beam: 2.66m (8’ 9”)
Draught: 0.50–0.90 m (1’ 5”–2’11”)
Air draught: 1.80m (5’ 11”)
Light displacement (EC): 2100kg (4628lb)
Light displacement without engine: 
1638kg (3610lb)
Fuel tank (optional): 280 or 400 litres
Water tank (optional extra): 100 litres
Max. engine certification: 300hp

DeSign 

Hull development: Remi Laval Jeantet, 
Tanguy Le Bihan & Patrick Tableau
Designers: Style & Design
RCD category: Cat C – 10 persons

price

Retail price on the boat tested is £62,425 
including VAT, delivery and commissioning.

contact

Bates Wharf Marine Sales
Poole office: 01202 679 421
www.bateswharf.co.uk

 thumbS up

  Quality of construction
  Helm ergonomics 
  Sea-kindly hull
  Relative value for money

thumbS Down

  Quirky profile that may not appeal to all.
   Rear seating could benefit from deeper

   upholstery and padded side rests.

multipurpose sports boat – impressive 
both in terms of construction and in 
its ability to perform. It’s my view that 
Bates Wharf have a winner here – a great 
boat that’s hard to find fault with. And 
if that wasn’t enough, it also represents 
impressive value for money.  

Beneteau Flyer 7.7 SPACEDeck

recreational/family boater. 
 The conditions on the day didn’t give 
an opportunity to reveal how dry-riding 
the hull was, but her soft-riding hull 
gave every impression that its design 
would be efficient at deflecting any spray 
away from the boat’s interior if the sea 
state increased. I will say, also, that even 
when pushed hard, nothing aboard this 
boat rattled or gave the impression that 
it wasn’t well made or substantially put 
together. Bates Wharf have done a fine 
job in rigging this boat, and to their 
credit it was presented fully prepped for 
our test day. (You’d be surprised how 
often this is not the case!) 
 In conclusion, the Beneteau Flyer 
7.7 SPACEDeck is a high-quality, 

Besides the rear bench, the side bulkhead also offers extra seating.



Since the late 70s, ICOM have
been innovating, developing
and supplying the world’s best
marine radios. All backed-up
by our world-famous advice
and after-sales services. Visit
us at the show to see exactly
what we mean.



Boston Whaler 270 Dauntless
BOAT TEST

Alex Smith investigates the flagship of Boston Whaler’s Dauntless line. 

As the flAg-beArer for 
Boston Whaler in its best 
‘do-it-all’ leisure guise, the 
Dauntless line is required 
to perform one of the most 

difficult jobs in the entire fleet. It needs 
to combine the marque’s traditional 
tough-guy fishing qualities with the 
versatile assets of a recreational family 
cruiser. It needs to offer the space and 
performance of a water sports platform, 
alongside the kind of seakeeping that 
will cope with lively sea states for 
prolonged periods. And it needs to 
achieve all of that alongside the same 
class-leading build quality and user-
friendly driving dynamics that have 
won the brand such a loyal following. 

Price: (Verado 300): From £91,330  Length overaLL: 8.33m  Max hP: 350hp  contact: www.bostonwhaler.co.uk teL: 01202 674531

As the new flagship of the Dauntless 
line, the 270 has to satisfy some very big 
expectations. 

Elements of cleverness 
In tandem with the rest of the Dauntless 
range, Boston Whaler’s starting point 
in their quest for family versatility is 
a beamy, open platform with a high-
capacity walk-around configuration. At 
the heart of that layout, orbited by broad 
decks on all sides, the central two-man 
helm station is a very substantial piece 
of equipment. Its wide, thickset helm 
seats come with dual flip-up bolsters, 
plus space underneath for a large cool 
box, which is lashed securely to the 
deck. There’s also a shelf along the back 

of the seat unit for extra rod holders, 
plus a useful grab rail for those who like 
to stand in the cockpit when hurrying 
through a lumpy sea.
 Up at the helm, you get the reassuring 
knowledge that there’s a pump-out 
toilet nestling inside the console – and 
you also get a remarkably flat and 
expansive dash, with plenty of room 
for a 12” chartplotter. Further forward, 
the console-front storage bay is deep, 
drained and vented, with a pair of big 
rams to assist in the lifting of that long, 
cushioned lid. It is easily large enough 
for the stowage of lines, fenders, table 
fittings and rods, alongside all the 
baggage required for a day out – and 
it even comes with a pair of flip-up 

Boston Whaler 
270 Dauntless
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Boston Whaler 270 Dauntless
BOAT TEST

armrests so two people can lounge side 
by side. 
 Ahead of the console, the beamy, 
squared-off bow helps get the best 
from the available space courtesy of 
some usefully angular furniture. When 
you perch on one of the seats in this 
geometrically arranged section, the 
elevated guard rails fall pretty much 
at shoulder height, making the entire 
area feel remarkably secure as well 
as spacious. And to improve matters 
further, the aft sections of the lateral 
seats can also be raised to create 
forward-facing sunloungers, with just 
enough length for two people to recline. 
In tandem with the console-front sun 
pad, that means space ahead of the 
helm for no fewer than four people to 
stretch out and put their feet up while 
facing the bow – an achievement very 
few boats at this length can match.

 Practicalities are well catered for too, 
with a step-through forepeak broken 
into two progressive tiers. On the lower 
level, there’s a large ram-assisted storage 
space with rubber lining and drain hole; 
and up top, you get a dedicated anchor 
locker that can be upgraded (for around 
£2,600) with a windlass and ‘through-
hull’ anchor. When you remove the 
cushions, the robust, non-skid, clutter-
free lids used on all these seating 
sections create a handy forward casting 
platform; and when you take advantage 
of the optional table and rig the area as a 
five-man dining space, the vertical brace 
for the table stanchion keeps the deck 
clear and enables everyone to sit down 
without clattering their shins. 
 Back aft, despite a similar degree of 
aesthetic simplicity, things are just as 
versatile. In place of a fixed transom 
bench, the 270 uses a three-man unit 
that can be folded into its own housing, 
creating an additional casting platform 
that runs almost the full beam of the 
boat. The bench is offset to port in order 
to maintain a proper transom walkway 
to starboard, but there’s still plenty of 

storage inside the base – and, like every 
other hatch on the boat, the bench 
lids can be manipulated smoothly and 
efficiently, without having to remove 
any of the cushions. That might sound 
like a small detail but it’s a difficult thing 
to achieve from a design perspective, 
and in terms of long-term ownership it 
is likely to prove a very popular asset. 

Sedentary excellence 
The 270 is equipped with Boston 
Whaler’s ‘Accutrack’ hull system, 
which has been seen in various forms 
for a great many years. It incorporates 
an 18-degree deadrise allied to long, 
pronounced spray rails for improved 
efficiency and grip. It also features a 
moderately acute point of entry below 
exaggerated flares for a softer ride and 
improved dryness. In short, it looks 
very much like a rapid sea fishing hull, 
and when you get underway it offers 
precisely the combination of pace and 
composure you would expect. 
 It tracks straight, even at low speeds, 
which is very useful for keen fishermen; 
it corners with generous heel, good grip 
and plenty of pace and precision; and 
it’s remarkably easy to tweak the tabs 
and leg in order to orchestrate a flat and 
comfy transit in all but the most absurd 
conditions. At around five seconds, the 
time to plane is perfectly serviceable for 
a heavyweight boat like this, and with 
the extra waterline length, there’s no 
doubt that the 270 is an altogether better 
and more versatile driving machine 

For those who favour 
substance over 
bravado, this is an 
indisputably capable, 
versatile and reliable 
family companion.
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The 350hp Verado is one of the most sensible options.  Despite moderate angles, the ride is quite soft and dry.  The console and two-man lounger is beautifully designed.

with a notable drop-off in efficiency 
above 5000rpm, the 44-knot top end is 
a place very few family owners would 
be keen to go. Around 35 knots is a 
much more cheerful and sustainable 
pace, and while a boat of this scale, 
this build and this handling composure 
feels remarkably sedate at speeds of 
that order, the range figures make 
a compelling case. With a pro-spec 
575-litre fuel capacity, a mid-range 
cruise of between 20 and 30 knots will 
bring you a cruising range 
in excess of 330nm – and 
that’s with a 10% safety 
margin still sitting in the 
tank. 
 Of course, given 
that this boat can be 
specced with the smaller 
300hp unit or with twin 
outboards of up to 450hp, 
you could certainly play 
with the engine options 
in a bid to tweak the 
performance, the costs 
and the fuel curve – but 
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than the smaller and considerably 
less composed Boston Whaler 240 
Dauntless.
 However, a purchase price of around 
£100,000 for the test boat and a transom 
graced with Mercury’s supercharged 
Verado 350 mean that this flagship craft 
is no great friend to economy. In fact, 

SPecificationS
Length overall: 8.33m
Beam overall: 2.74m
Dry weight: 2177kg
Deadrise: 18 degrees
Fuel capacity: 575 litres 
Water capacity: 68 litres
People capacity: 12
Max. power: 450hp
Engine: Mercury Verado 350 

Price  (inc vat)
Base price (Verado 300): From £91,330 

contact
Dorset Yacht Company
01202 674531
www.bostonwhaler.co.uk

the gains are by no means clear-cut. For 
instance, if you popped a pair of 225s 
on the transom, you would see a top 
end of around 47 knots, plus extra grip 
and the additional security of a second 
engine; but with a higher purchase 
price, inflated running costs and a 
significantly reduced cruising range on 
a boat where all three features are likely 
to be central to the decision-making 
process, it’s a tough one to justify. And 
given that (according to Boston Whaler’s 

PerforMance 

RPM  Speed(kn) Fuel flow (Lph) Range (nm)

1000  4.6 4.5 529.0
1500  6.6 6.8 502.3
2000  7.9 11.0 393.2
2500  10.2 16.7 316.1
3000 (plane) 12.9 21.2 314.9
3500   18.4 28.8 330.6
4000 (cruise) 25.5 39.0 338.4
4500  31.4 52.2 329.3
5000  34.9 66.6 271.2
5500  39.3 87.1 233.5
6000  42.8 114.7 193.1
6400 (WOT)  44.3 115.5 198.5
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The upright screen, central position and big dash space scream practicality.

The multi-purpose, three-man aft bench is offset to port.

If price is no concern, its ability is beyond question

Fold down the backrest with cushions in place to generate a big casting platform.

OnbOard the bOstOn Whaler 270 dauntless...

own figures) the 300hp option would 
sacrifice around 6 knots in outright pace 
and as much as 40% in pickup, without 
substantially improving economy 
or range, the single 300 is arguably 
no better for a big, soft-riding boat 
that weighs in at more than 2 metric 
tonnes. However you cut it, the Verado 
350 looks like the most rewarding 
compromise available. 

Verdict 
You expect a Boston Whaler to work 
well, feel robust and drive obediently 
- and the new 270 Dauntless does 
exactly that. It’s quite heavy, of course, 
and quite expensive too - and like the 
270 Vantage we tested three years ago, 
its combination of a broad-beaked 
bow shape and meek cream colours 
is unlikely to set the world alight. But 
while the style and fit-out of this walk-
around platform appear modest, the 
270’s fusion of hard-working design and 
heavyweight construction put it firmly at 
the upper end of the market. For those 
who favour substance over bravado, this 
is an indisputably capable, versatile and 
reliable family companion. 

… when you get 
underway it offers 
precisely the 
combination of pace 
and composure you 
would expect. 

FOR

  Heavyweight build
  Generous storage
  Versatile seating 
  Big cruising range
  Good to drive

AGAINST

  Expensive to buy and run
  Uninteresting to look at

Boston Whaler 270 Dauntless
BOAT TEST



Take control with an intuitive, super-bright touchscreen 
display. Customise your GO XSE system with a range of 
accessories from music streaming, to engine monitoring, 
to fish-finding sonar – whatever it takes to make every 
day on the water a great one.

 Multi-touch display

 ForwardScan® sonar ready

 Built-in 10 Hz GPS

 Built-in GoFree™ Wi-Fi

 NMEA 2000® Engine Interface

 SonicHub®2 ready

SIMRAD-YACHTING.COM/GO

Wherever you go, relax and enjoy the day with an easy-to-use 
Simrad GO XSE chartplotter navigation system.

Download and upload maps, software, and apps
direct to your fishfinder / chartplotter.

GO5 XSE GO7 XSE 

JUST GO.
Go With Confidence
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BOAT TEST
Cap Camarat 75cc

  Cap
Camarat

75cc
Price  tested: £46,524 with Yamaha F225 Length: 7.42m POWer: 300hp  cOntact: BHG Marine Ltd. teL: 01590 613600  www.bhg-marine.co.uk
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Boat designs 
have been getting 
progressively more 
refined further down the 

range, right across the board, as 
more people aspire to own their 
own boat and expect more to 
be included. The centre console 
design has proved its practicality 
on both the fishing and family 
fronts over many years due to the 
immense versatility of the style 
to suit different requirements. 
There are good reasons for this 
– you have a clear walkway all 

BOAT TEST
Cap Camarat 75cc

simon everett introduces us to this all-new Cap Camarat 
7.5m centre console from French builder Jeanneau.

around the boat, they provide a 
high level of performance, the 
seakeeping is surprisingly good 
and, with the high freeboard, 
they are inherently safe, making 
these boats especially suitable for 
introducing the next generation to 
the joys of boating from an early 
age.
 Over the last five years 
Jeanneau have invested heavily 
in expanding their range of boats. 
The new Cap Camarat 75cc 
takes over from the previous WA 
model, with a new performance 

hull designed by M. Peters 
and an interior that provides 
a high degree of comfort with 
unhindered access to all areas of 
the boat. You could be forgiven 
for thinking this looks like every 
other centre console out there, but 
when you get her out on the water 
the improvements in the hull 
shine through very quickly.
 I don’t know about you, but 
when I see a flock of birds going 
mad on the surface and spray and 
fish flying everywhere, I want to 
get over there and chuck a lure or 
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Ed:  PBR always 
recommends the 
use of lifejackets.



Bait locker aft is meant for fishing, but could be 
used as an ice locker.

Under deck lockers are washable fish holds or for 
watersports equipment.

It looks even better 
in the blue livery!

fly into the mix as fast as I can – but 
then I enjoy my fishing. The hull on 
the 75cc is refined and allows you to 
make full use of the potential that lurks 
within, even with the full power of the 
300hp that it is rated for unleashed. 
The test boat was fitted with the more 
mildly tuned Yamaha F225hp, which 
gives the package a genuine 43-knot 
performance. With the F300 mounted 
you can expect a good 48 knots, but 
either way this is a boat that is able to 
get to the action fast, or just to transport 
you at thrill ride speeds for the sake of it.
 However, power is nothing without 
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BOAT TEST
Cap Camarat 75cc

… this boat can be driven hard and frenetically 
and it shrugs it off like a sports boat.
control, so the design team have 
concentrated on making this hull the 
most refined Cap Camarat yet. We 
had a great time putting her through 
her paces in the Bay of Antibes with a 
groundswell running, and taking on the 
broken sea outside the bay proved just 
how refined the new hull is. At 40 knots 
the sea held no fears, despite the near 
2m swell and broken tops outside the 
shelter of the bay. I wasn’t supposed 
to take the test boat out there, but it is 
easier to seek forgiveness than it is to be 
granted permission, and the dedicated 

boatman assigned to her was happy for 
me to go out there … On his head be it!
 In keeping with the performance, the 
seating at the helm consists of fully 
adjustable pedestal bolsters with plenty 
of back and lateral support created with 
some really sumptuous padding. The 
helm is positioned over the centre of 
action and provides a clear view of the 
water ahead over the raised bow. The 
dashboard is kept clean and simple with 
Yamaha multifunction digital gauges 
and a chartplotter flush-mounted in 
line of sight above the wheel. The 



relationship between wheel and engine 
control lever is comfortable and feels 
intuitive, which is less fatiguing over a 
long passage. Talking of long trips, the 
Cap Camarat is blessed with a 285-litre 
fuel tank, which should provide around 
200 miles’ cruising at between 20 
and 25 knots, which certainly makes 
Channel hopping well within range and 
the boat’s capability.
 Seating in the stern has a couple 
of variants that can be specified. As 
standard, there is a locker box with 
a seating cushion mounted on top 

BOAT TEST
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OnbOard the Capp Camarat 75CC...

If you are looking for 
an open-decked boat 
to participate in water 
sports, the Cap Camarat 
should certainly be on 
your shortlist.

Within the console this space 
can support a heads, or simply 
act as a stowage compartment.

Dedicated water access on the port side

Sports layout is neat and stylish

Minimalist helm with neat layout of the essential items

Cap Camarat 75cc

and backrest padding on the cockpit 
coaming. This is expandable each 
side to create a U-shaped seating area 
with clever folding seats that stow 
flush against the gunwale. In fishing 
mode with the seats folded down they 
provide padding when leaning against 
the gunwale. In social mode they lift up 
to create a wrap-around seating area, 
with a table that can be mounted in 
the middle. It gives the cockpit a multi-
purpose layout to suit all kinds of water 
sports. You can sit comfortably while 
trolling and clear the cockpit in a matter 
of seconds by dropping the leaf seats 
down out of the way to play a fish, or 
bring a swimmer back into the boat.
 The forward cockpit is furnished 
with two seats on lockers each side, 
leaving space for working the anchor, 
which is housed in a cradle on the bow, 
and the labour saving of an electric 
windlass for doing the donkey work, 
feeding the anchor and warp into the 
voluminous chain locker below the 
covered foredeck. There is plenty of 
space for lazing around in the bow area, 
in addition to the aft cockpit with its 
table that can also be put up forward 



and provides the infill to create the 
sunbed in the bow. The space on board 
and seaworthiness of the 75cc will cater 
for the adventurous boater who wants 
to explore further afield, or who is 
prepared to go a bit further in search of 
solitude for a romantic picnic.
 Instead the forward accommodation 
of a pilot house or cruiser, the Cap 
Camarat 75cc provides some shelter 
in the form of a small cuddy within 

the centre console, leaving the entire 
circumference of the deck free for all-
round access. Admittedly the cuddy 
is a tight squeeze, but it provides 
somewhere to hunker down out of the 
worst of the weather while a squall 
or heavy shower passes, and there is 
the sensible option of fitting a heads 
unit in the space. Pretty obviously a 
centre console design is meant for 
better weather than a wheelhouse craft, 
but with the advances in protective 
clothing, many people are using them 
all year round. It depends on your 
outlook and propensity to go out in 
rough conditions – the boat will stand 
the weather if you can.
 The way the hull handles the water 
is similar … As you can see, this boat 
can be driven hard and frenetically 
and it shrugs it off like a sports boat. 
The poise and balance of the boat 
coupled with the new V6 fly-by-wire 
Yamaha motor are excellent. She took 
the conditions in her stride and I was 
even able to see the top speed outside 
in the rougher water. Taking the waves 
at speed, the Camarat came off the tops 
straight and level, landing planted and 
square with no crashing or banging. 
The new hull softens the landing 
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well and provides an easy-to-handle 
boat that will surprise in her user-
friendliness. For boaters who like to go 
further, the extra performance will be 
a big attraction, and if you are looking 
for an open-decked boat to participate 
in water sports, the Cap Camarat should 
certainly be on your shortlist. 

BOAT TEST

sPecificatiOns
Length overall: 7.42m (24’ 4”)
hull length: 6.96m (22’ 10”)
hull beam:  2.54m (8’ 3”)
Weight without engine: 1410kg (3109lb)
Standard keel draught: 0.55m (1’ 9”)
Fuel capacity: 285L (75 US gal)
Water capacity: 80L (21 gal)
max. power: 300hp (221kW)
Ce category: In progress
price as tested with Yamaha F225: 
£46,524 (inc. VAT)

cOntact 

bhG marine Ltd.
Bridge Road
Lymington
Hampshire SO41 9BY
Telephone: 01590 613600
Website: www.bhg-marine.co.uk

Cap Camarat 75cc

 thumbs uP

  Great-handling hull
  Large fuel tank
  Versatility of use

thumbs dOWn

  Forward console rail is at neck height  
    when sat on jump seat

PerfOrmance 

rpm Knots  Fuel con. (ltrs/hr)
600 2.6  2.1
1000 4.3  4.3
2000 6.9  11.9
3000  10.6   21.0
3500 21.8  26.8
4000 25.0  36.1
4500 29.2  41.4
5000 33.9  57.0
5800 39.1  81.0
6000 43.2  86.2



WHY BALLISTIC?

Because in life you get what you pay for, and Ballistic 
RIBs are designed with no expense spared…

Come and see our Limited Edition 6m & 6.5m Ballistic RIBs at the 2016 London Boat Come and see our Limited Edition 6m & 6.5m Ballistic RIBs at the 2016 London Boat Come and see our Limited Edition 6m & 6.5m Ballistic RIBs at the 2016 London Boat 
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02392 706609  02392 706609  02392 706609  or email:or email:or email: info@ribsforsale.cominfo@ribsforsale.cominfo@ribsforsale.com

LONDON BOAT SHOW OFFER

www.ribsforsale.com                    
Trafalgar Wharf, Hamilton Road, Portsmouth, Hampshire, PO6 4PX                

Free dek-king and larger engine upgrade on all new Ballistics ordered at the 
show. Complete package offer prices (inclusive of VAT).

BALLISTIC 7.8M YAMAHA F250HP 
BALLISTIC 6.5M YAMAHA F150HP 
BALLISTIC 6.0M YAMAHA F115HP 
BALLISTIC 5.5M YAMAHA F70HP 

£68,834
£52,145
£39,995
£29,995

* UK & EUROPEAN DEALERS WANTED *





ON THE WATER
Salcombe by Brig

Hope Springs 
ETERNAL

Simon Everett visits a sleepy corner of 
South Devon where there is one of the 
oldest independent lifeboats in the country.
It was as far back as 1878 when 
the first lifeboat was stationed at Hope 
Cove. To put that in perspective, the 
RNLI was only founded in 1824, so the 
Hope Cove boat is one of the oldest 
stations around our coast and now one 

of the 69 independent lifeboat stations 
since it was given up by the coastguard 
reshuffle after 50 years in their charge. 
 The first lifeboat was provided by the 
Masons, who also built the old lifeboat 
house at the head of the slipway. It isn’t 
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ULLMAN SEATS
Shock-absorbing Ullman 

sprung seats make it 

possible to operate at 

higher speeds in adverse 

conditions while being more 

comfortable and safer for 

the four crewmembers.

common knowledge, but there has been 
a long-standing relationship between 
the Freemasons and the RNLI, which 
started in 1871 when the members of 
the Lodge of Faith (141) fi rst came up 
with the idea of providing a lifeboat. 
In 1875, HRH Albert Edward, Prince of 
Wales, was installed as Grand Master 
of the Freemasons. He was also sent 
to India as representative of the new 
Empress of India, HM Queen Victoria. 
 Upon his safe return in 1877, the 
Grand Lodge decided to mark his 
homecoming by building two new 
lifeboat stations where there was, at 
that time, no coverage. One of those 
two lifeboat stations was Hope Cove 
and it was named after Alexandra, 
Princess of Wales, Albert Edward’s 
wife. The lifeboat house carries the 
Prince of Wales’s Plume of Feathers, 
together with the square and compass 
of the Freemasons, in one carving, and 
in another the initials ‘AE’. A marble 
plaque explains the history of the 
lifeboat as a charitable donation from 
the Freemasons. Since the foundation, 
each boat of the Hope Cove station has 
carried the same name, Alexandra, in 
honour of the origins of the station.

 From 1960, the Hope Cove station 
and boat came under the jurisdiction of 
Her Majesty’s Coastguard service, later 
to become the Maritime Coastguard 
Agency. This situation remained until 
2010 when there was a big shake-up 
and the coastguard suffered a massive 
pruning exercise. The Hope Cove 
lifeboat was one of the limbs that was 
severed by the secateurs of government. 
The strategic location of the station and 
the need for the lifeboat were upheld at 
a meeting of the locals, their MPs, the 

MCA and even government ministers in 
late 2010. The MCA agreed to support, 
help and work with an independently 
funded facility, so a fund-raising and 
management committee was formed, 
and the new era began, fi rst as a limited 
company and by the end of the year a 
charitable status company. By the start 
of the season in 2011, the new lifeboat 
was in place with a fully trained crew, 
many of whom had served at the station 
as coastguard crew. The boat and crew 
met all the requirements of a Declared 

The Hope Cove lifeboat is funded 
entirely by private donations and 
local fund-raising events.

Hope Cove Lifeboat
ON THE WATER
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Facility and were integrated into the 
search and rescue network.
 The old boat remained in service 
for a further couple of years while the 
funding was raised for a new, more 
powerful outfit, which included a 
launching tractor and standard roller 
trailer. Plans are in place for raising the 
funds for a net recovery trailer to help 
recovery in bad weather. The new boat 
was specified based on experience and 
the conditions encountered within the 
operating radius. A Ribcraft 6.4m was 
the chosen boat, custom-built for the 
search and rescue role.
 Shock-absorbing Ullman sprung 
seats are provided for the crew of four, 
making it possible to operate at higher 
speeds in adverse conditions while 
being more comfortable and safer for 
the crewmembers. Imagine being out 
in rough conditions for seven or eight 
hours – the reduction in fatigue is very 
welcome and makes the crew more 
effective for longer periods. 
 In the stern, the standard seating 
converts to retain a stretcher in place 
with stowage below. Towing posts are 
fitted fore and aft with a straight tow 
position between the motors. A winch 
drum arrangement is in the process 
of being built in readiness for an 

FLIR infrared camera, which has 
resolving power of such clarity that it is 
possible to recognise individual faces in 
a group at a range of 400 yards in the 
pitch dark. As a tool for finding persons 
clinging to rocks, or stuck on the cliffs 
at night or in heavy fog, it is worth its 
weight in gold. Even for navigation, it is 
possible to use the camera to give clear 
vision for negotiating narrow gaps as it 
gives the coxswain a good visual image 
of what they are negotiating. To help 
protect the integrity of the heavily built 

1. The slipway provides 
easy launching at 
all states of the tide 
without needing a 
submersible tracor..

2. The new lifeboat 
house is only 1 minute 
inshore, but requires 
negotiating the narrow 
lane..

3. The crew with the 
old lifeboat house in 
the background.

4. The Raymarine 
Infra Red camera is 
a godsend and can 
provide detail at up to 
a mile range.

1

2 4

3

upgrade over this winter. That will make 
towing much easier – up until now 
an astern tow was possible by using a 
bridle, otherwise an alongside tow was 
required, which can put undue strain on 
the inflatable collar, even with fenders 
deployed.
 The self-righting bag is carried on 
a full A-frame, which has heavily 
reinforced and backplated mounting 
points, and which also hosts the 
antennae and the jewel in the crown 
of the equipment carried, Raymarine’s 
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hull there is a 50mm-wide stainless 
steel keel band full length. Much of the 
work of the Hope Cove lifeboat involves 
operating close in to the rocky shore, 
slipping into gullies to wrest casualties 
off the rocks, or traversing the tidal 
estuaries with a significant tidal range.

 The area of responsibility of the 
boat is from Soar Mill Cove in the east 
to the mouth of the River Erme at 
Mothecombe in the west. This stretch of 
coastline has several popular beaches 
and recreational areas in addition to 
Hope Cove itself, especially the area 

around Burgh Island and Bantham at 
the mouth of the Avon, just a couple 
of miles west of the station. These are 
known danger areas with strong rip 
tides and high surf at times – both of 
which underline the importance of the 
Hope Cove station. 
 Burgh Island was the scene of the 
boat’s biggest single rescue to date. The 
station was informed of a swimmer 
from a group trying to swim around 
the island that was in difficulties. When 
the boat arrived on the scene it was 
obvious they were all in an advanced 
state of exhaustion, and instead of one 
swimmer to pick up, they picked up 
all 11 of them. The sea in this area, in 
particular, shouldn’t be underestimated. 
Another time they were tasked to rescue 
nine children that were out on a light 
sailing catamaran that had capsized; the 
youngsters were unable to right it and 
she was drifting out to sea. The boat 
and occupants were taken back to shore 
safely. 
 About 10 years ago they launched 
on an SAR mission for a chap reported 
missing. The light was going, and on 
searching the rocky shoreline an arm 
was spotted as he was rolled on a rock 
by a wave. He was unconscious, but 
they got him aboard in double-quick 
time and he survived. A minute later 
and he probably wouldn’t have.
 It isn’t just human life that the boat 
gets tasked to help with, though. They 
rescued a cow that had fallen down the 
cliff and couldn’t get back up. A vet was 
taken to the scene to tranquillise the 
animal. The boat was then rammed in 
close so the unconscious cow could be 
rolled into it and taken to the beach, 
where it was rolled out again and taken 
back to the farm.
 As a declared facility there is a 
required response time, even in a 
small community like Hope Cove. 

Eric Stidstone

MEET THE CREW

Ian Pederick

The 6.4m Ribcraft has proved its worth in the confused seas that build off the cliffs. Shock mitigation 
seating is supplied by Ullman Seats. Twin Suzuki 90hp outboards provide the power.

Richard Clarkson Alex McCormick Rob Worth Phil Worth

Hope Cove Lifeboat
ON THE WATER
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The crew heading out from the shelter of Hope Cove. 

Consequently it becomes a focus for the 
village, and the crew are drawn from 
the small local population. Some of the 
current crew served on the boat when it 
was run by the coastguard service; their 
experience is invaluable and has helped 
to smooth the transition. People like 
Phil Worth, who has been on the boat 
team since 1963. Phil now drives the 
tractor for launch and recovery and is 
one of the Launching Authority names. 
 Another long-standing member of 
the crew is local hotelier Ian Pedrick, 
who joined the crew in 1977 and is now 
one of the six coxswains, all of whom 
hold commercially endorsed Advanced 
Powerboat licences. 
 Rob Worth is another old stalwart 
from the coastguard days; he joined the 
crew in 1983 and is still a member of 
the coastguard cliff rescue team. He acts 

as the training officer and runs the crew 
training each Monday night. 
 Local blacksmith Richard Clarkson 
came aboard in 2005 and is another of 
the coxswains. He has fond memories 
of the time they were tasked to search 
for a lone kayaker. Their search 
involved heading up the River Avon 
and they got caught by the tide and 
had to recover from the Bantham 
boathouse slip. The hill from the slip 
up to the road is so steep they needed 
four vehicles in line astern to haul the 
boat up. It took them three hours to 
get up the hill with fried clutches and 
frayed tempers, especially when they 
discovered the kayaker was at home 
watching TV all the time. This is a 
perfect example of why you should 
log a passage plan with the coastguard 
and sign out again at the end of your 

trip. Had an emergency arisen during 
this time, the Hope Cove boat would 
have been out of action and unable to 
respond.
 Eric Stidston is a local farmer – not 
the one who had his cow rescued! He 
is a new member, and his inclusion 
was galvanised by the call for help to 
found the new independent facility. As 
a long-time leisure boater and water 
user, he knew the value of the lifeboat 
and he saw this as an opportunity to 
get involved and give something back 
for all the years of safety cover he had 
enjoyed. He was one of the crew for the 
11-swimmer rescue and he says three of 
them were in serious trouble.

 Lastly we come to the youngest 
member of the team, Alex McCormick, 
who is a marine engineer with Reddish 
Marine in Salcombe. He joined after 
being sent over to service the Suzuki 
motors and got roped in on a regular 
basis. He is now the team mechanic 
and says that the motors are running 
as sweetly now as they were when they 
were first installed – but then Suzuki 
are renowned for their reliability. They 
are DF90As, which are lighter than the 
DF90Bs and built with commercial use 
in mind.
 Maintaining a lifeboat station isn’t 
cheap, what with the boat, tractor, 
fuel and building maintenance, to say 
nothing of the personal kit for the team 
members. The Hope Cove lifeboat is 
funded entirely by private donations 
and local fund-raising events. They 
have golf days, cricket matches and 
a 50/50 sale every month. One of the 
local cottage owners puts on cream teas 
to make money for the upkeep, and 
there is a quiz night in the local pub 
plus the Hope Cove regatta. It is a never-
ending cycle that needs people with 
determination and enthusiasm. From 
what I have seen, they have a crew and 
shoreside team well placed to ensure 
the survival of this historical and much 
needed lifeboat. We are lucky to have 
such selfless volunteers throughout the 
country to keep stations like this one 
going. Long may it continue… 

We are lucky to 
have such selfless 
volunteers to keep 
stations like this one 
going.

Hope Cove Lifeboat
ON THE WATER
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Set amidSt the mighty Atlantic, Lundy was a past 
hideout for pirates and rogues, but today it’s recognised as 
a marine nature reserve of rare beauty. It is an unmissable 
destination for an adventure-seeking group such as ours, 
and after the success of the Bristol to Penarth run in June, 
the decision to visit Lundy on our next trip was an easy one. 
This group just keeps on growing, and we now have over 
2,500 members, with no sign of a let-up in this expansion. 

Gary Workman recounts the tale of his latest 
group RIB adventure, this time from the North 
Devon port of Ilfracombe to experience the 
unique environment of the Isle of Lundy. 

Lundy
Bound

Lundy Bound
ON THE WATER

Pictures: HMS





set the scene by telling you a little about 
this incredible location; particularly its 
natural wonders; you might say, ‘The 
gem in this island’s crown’... . 

About tHe iSlAnd
Lundy is the largest island in the Bristol 
Channel and lies 12 miles off the coast 
of Devon, about a third of the distance 
across the channel between Devon 
and South Wales. At the last official 

count, Lundy had a resident population 
of 28 people, including a warden, ranger, 
island manager and farmer, as well as 
bar and housekeeping staff. Most live in 
and around the village in the south of 
the island. 
 Most visitors are day-trippers, 
although there are 23 holiday properties 
and a campsite for staying visitors, 
again mostly around the south of the 
island. In a 2005 opinion poll of Radio 
Times readers, Lundy was named 
Britain’s tenth greatest natural wonder. 
The entire island has been designated as 
a Site of Special Scientific Interest and 
it was England’s first statutory Marine 
Nature Reserve, and the first Marine 
Conservation Zone, because of its 
unique flora and fauna. It is managed 
by the Landmark Trust on behalf of 
the National Trust.
 The island is 3 miles long by a little 
over 0.6 miles wide, with an area of 
1,100 acres. The highest point on Lundy 
is Beacon Hill, 469 feet above sea 
level. A few yards off the north-eastern 
coast is Seal’s Rock, unsurprisingly 
named after the seals that rest on and 
inhabit the islet. Lundy is primarily 
composed of granite, with slate at the 

There is a wealth of knowledge and 
experience within the group, and the 
desire to share and enjoy it together is 
quite evident. All of us are on hand to 
help each other, and it does not matter 
whether you are just starting out ribbing 
or, like me, you have been boating for 
many years, as everyone is made to feel 
special and we all learn from each other. 
But before we ‘get underway’ in relating 
our passage out to the Isle, allow me to 

Lundy Bound
ON THE WATER
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Kayaking is popular around 
the hidden coves



£25,995



MARINE LIFE – WILD & RARE
1971, a proposal was made by the 
Lundy Field Society to establish a 
marine reserve. Provision for the 
establishment of statutory Marine 
Nature Reserves was included 
in the Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981, and on 21st November 
1986 the Secretary of State for 
the Environment announced the 
designation of a statutory reserve at 
Lundy.
 There is an outstanding variety of 
marine habitats and wildlife and a 
large number of rare and unusual 
species in the waters around 
Lundy, including some species 
of seaweed, branching sponges, sea 
fans and cup corals. Creatures such 
as basking sharks, large numbers of 
grey Atlantic seals, common dolphin, 
and all manner of sea birds including 
puffins, shearwater, gannets and 
guillemots, can be seen in around 
the islands’ rugged shores. For those 
who dive or snorkel, the deep coves 
along the isle’s more protected east 
face, possess the most beautiful and 
abundant  kelp forests. 
 In 2003, the first statutory No 
Take Zone (NTZ) for marine nature 
conservation in the UK was set up 
in the waters to the east of Lundy 
Island. In 2008, this was declared as 
having been successful in several 
ways, including the increasing size 
and number of lobsters within the 
reserve, and potential benefits for 
other marine wildlife. However, the 
No Take Zone has received a mixed 
reaction from local fishermen. 

fans and cup corals. Creatures such 
as basking sharks, large numbers of 
grey Atlantic seals, common dolphin, 
and all manner of sea birds including 

FLORA & FAUNA
Lundy is a haven for 
a wide range of fl ora 
and fauna – often the 

main attraction for 
those who place the 
island at the top of 
their visiting wish 

list.

southern end, and the plateau soil is 
mainly loam, with some peat. 

FLORA AND FAUNA
Lundy is a haven for a wide range 
of fl ora and fauna – often the main 
attraction for those who place the 
island at the top of their visiting 
wish list. There is one endemic plant 
species, the Lundy cabbage, a species 
of primitive brassica. By the 1980s the 

eastern side of the island had become 
overgrown with rhododendrons, which 
had spread from a few specimens 
planted in the garden of Millcombe 
House in Victorian times, but eradication 
of this non-native plant has been 
undertaken by volunteers over the past 
15 years in an operation known on the 
island as ‘rhody-bashing’. 
 As an isolated island on major 
migration routes, Lundy has a rich bird 
life, including large numbers of black-
legged kittiwake, razorbill, guillemot, 
herring gull, lesser black-backed gull, 
fulmar, shag, oystercatcher, skylark, 
meadow pipit, common blackbird, 
robin and linnet. There are also 
smaller populations of peregrine 
falcon and raven. In addition, Lundy 
has attracted many vagrant birds, in 
particular species from North America, 
and the island’s overall bird list totals 

317 species. 
 The name Lundy is believed to 
come from the old Norse word for 
‘puffi n island’ (lundey), lundi being 
the Norse word for a puffi n and ey 
an island. Sadly, though, the number 
of puffi ns on the island declined in the 
late 20th and early 21st centuries, with 
the 2005 breeding population estimated 
to be only two or three pairs, as a 
consequence of depredations by brown 
and black rats and possibly also as a 
result of commercial fi shing for sand 
eels, the puffi ns’ principal prey. Since 
2005, however, the breeding numbers 
have been slowly increasing once again. 
 Lundy is also home to an unusual 
range of mammals, almost all 
introduced, including a distinct breed 
of wild pony, the Lundy pony. Until 
recently, Lundy and the Shiant Isles in 
the Hebrides were the only two places 
in the UK where the black rat could 
be found regularly. In the rest of the 
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… everyone is 
made to feel special 
within the group 
and we all learn 
from each other.

Lundy Bound
ON THE WATER



our night on Lundy under canvas, so the 
island campsite was booked for the 23 
members of our party and permission 
gained from the Landing Offi ce to make 
everything offi cial.
 The day of the trip arrived. As we 
approached Ilfracombe in readiness for 
our departure, messages were sent to 
the forum on Facebook so that our trip 
could be followed throughout. At the 
top of the tide we launched our RIBs, 
and once clear of Ilfracombe made our 

way to the open sea. There was a little 
fog around, but the sea state was fl at 
calm and the sun soon burnt the poor 
visibility away. 
 We powered on at 23 knots and before 
too long caught a glimpse of land in the 
distance. For many this was their fi rst 
sight of this fabled isle, and although the 
members of the group were well versed 
in its history, geography and ecology, 
and had seen pictures of this wild and 
isolated place with its extraordinary 
fl ora and fauna, senses were stirred 
as we realised just how close we were 
getting to our target.
 Heading towards the north end of 
the island, keeping close inward, we 
were met with seals and their pups, all 
clearly intrigued to discover who these 
visitors were. We carried on our passage 
along the island, quietly absorbing its 
breathtaking and savage beauty, until 
we approached the island’s landing bay, 
where we dropped anchor for the night. 

United Kingdom they have largely 
been replaced by brown rats except 
for occasional sightings in port towns 
and the Thames Estuary. They have 
since been eradicated on the island in 
order to protect the nesting seabirds. 
Other species that have made the island 
their home include the grey seal, sika 
deer, pygmy shrew and feral goats. In 
mid-2006, the rabbit population was 
devastated by myxomatosis, leaving 
only 60 pairs from the previous 15–
20,000 individuals. 

THE TRIP BEGINS
Now you know a little bit about the 
place - let’s turn to the matter of the 
run itself. After checking the tide table 
for Ilfracombe, Lundy and surrounding 
areas, early October looked favourable 
for our adventure, so we contacted 
Lundy Island and informed them of our 
plans, which were met with warmth and 
enthusiasm. We had decided to spend 

Far left: The old lighthouse, which can be rented as accommodation. Top right: Landing stage 
north of Rat Island. Top left & above left: East side of island, perfect coves for snorkling. 
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There is a wealth 
of knowledge and 
experience within 
the group, and the 
desire to share and 
enjoy it together is 
quite evident.

CAMP
Faced a 

148-metre climb 
to the booking 

offi ce and a long-
awaited drink at 

the tavern.

Middle above & above: Author leaving 
Ifracombe & arriving at Lundy.



The island could only be approached 
by tender, so once anchors had been 
deployed, we ventured across three at a 
time. 
 With everybody safely gathered on 
land, we then faced a 148-metre climb 
to the booking offi ce and a long-awaited 
drink at the tavern. Once camp was 
pitched, some of us decided to take a 
look around the island and grasped 
the opportunity to take photos of some 
of the wildlife and scenery – the fi rst 
of many that will provide lifelong 
memories of our Lundy adventure. A 
few diehards decided they wanted to 
descend back down the coastal path 
to go wakeboarding, before heading 
back to meet us at the tavern for our 
evening meal. One member decided that 
she would swim ashore whilst making 
anchor, but on discovering that the dark 
object swimming around her RIB was 

Above left: Map of the island. Right: Looking across to Landing Bay. Bottom: Ranger’s Landrover, useful for transporting kit up the hill!
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a basking shark, she was quick to see 
the sudden attraction of the tender and 
plumped for the latter option.
 The meal at the tavern was excellent 
and the service quick and extremely 
friendly. We sat round mulling 
over the events of the day, sharing 
stories, photographs and refl ections 
and generally enjoying each other’s 
company. 
 After a night under canvas, with no 
mishaps, it was back to the tavern for 
full English breakfasts all round before 
eventually saying our goodbyes and 
thanking the helpful and friendly staff 
for their attention to our every need, and 
also for sharing their local knowledge, 
all of which was hugely appreciated.
 Gear stowed, we returned in threes to 
our RIBs, and once aboard took a last 
look at this extraordinary island and 
the wonders it provides before setting 

off on our way back to Ilfracombe. As 
we began our journey, a lone kayaker 
who had injured his shoulder asked if 
we could take him back to Ilfracombe, 
which we were more than pleased to 
do. Our journey back was longer as we 
were restricted to some 8 to 10 knots 
in the far rougher conditions, but this 
only added to the interest and opened 
the eyes of some of our members to 
what this water can be like for the 
unsuspecting boater.





Lundy has evidence of visitation or occupation from 
the Neolithic period onward, with Mesolithic flintwork, Bronze 
Age burial mounds, four inscribed gravestones from the early 
medieval period and an early medieval monastery.
 The history of Lundy is a long and turbulent one. The island was 
granted to the Knights Templar by Henry II in 1160. The Templars 
were a major international maritime force at the time, however 
it is unclear whether they ever took possession of the island. 
Ownership was disputed by the Marisco family, who may have 
already been on the island. But the Mariscos were fined, and the 
island was cut off from necessary supplies. 
 In 1235, William de Marisco was implicated in the murder of 
Henry Clement, a messenger of Henry III. Three years later an 
attempt was made to kill Henry III by a man who later confessed 
to being an agent of the Marisco family. William de Marisco fled 
to Lundy where he lived as a virtual king. He built a stronghold 
in the area now known as Bulls’ Paradise. In 1242, Henry III sent 
troops to the island. They scaled the island’s cliff and captured 
William de Marisco and 16 of his subjects. Henry III built the 
castle (sometimes referred to as Marisco Castle) in an attempt to 
establish the rule of law on the island and its surrounding waters. 
Over the next few centuries, the island was hard to govern. 
Trouble ensued as both English and foreign pirates 
and privateers – including other members of the Marisco family – 
took control of the island for short periods. Ships were forced to 
navigate close to Lundy because of the dangerous shingle banks 
in the fast-flowing River Severn and Bristol Channel. This made the 
island a profitable location from which to prey on passing Bristol-
bound merchant ships bringing back valuable goods from 
overseas.
 The late 18th and early 19th centuries were years of lawlessness 
on Lundy, particularly during the ownership of Thomas 
Benson (1708–1772), a member of parliament for Barnstaple 
and Sheriff of Devon, who notoriously used the island for housing 
convicts whom he was supposed to be deporting. 
 Sir Aubrey Vere Hunt of Curraghchase purchased the island 
in 1802 for £5,270. Sir Vere Hunt installed on the island a small, 
self-contained Irish colony with its own constitution and divorce 

laws, coinage and stamps. He failed in his attempt to sell the 
island to the British government as a base for troops, and his son, 
Sir Aubrey Thomas de Vere, also had great difficulty in securing 
any profit from the property. 
 William Hudson Heaven purchased Lundy in 1834, as a summer 
retreat and for the shooting, at a cost of 9,400 guineas (£9,870). 
He claimed it to be a ‘free island’, and successfully resisted 
the jurisdiction of the mainland magistrates. Lundy was in 
consequence sometimes referred to as ‘the kingdom of Heaven’. 
It belongs, in fact, to the county of Devon. Many of the buildings 
on the island today, including St Helena’s Church, designed by the 
architect John Norton, and Millcombe House (originally known 
simply as the Villa), date from the Heaven period. 
 William Heaven was succeeded by his son, the Reverend 
Hudson Grosset Heaven, who, thanks to a legacy from Sarah 
Langworthy (née Heaven), was able to fulfil his life’s ambition of 
building a stone church on the island. St Helena’s was completed 
in 1896, and stands today as a lasting memorial to the Heaven 
period. 
 With the outbreak of the First World War, matters deteriorated 
seriously, and in 1918 the family sold Lundy to Augustus Langham 
Christie. In 1924, the Christie family sold the island to Martin Coles 
Harman, who proclaimed himself a king. Harman’s son, John 
Pennington Harman, was awarded a posthumous Victoria 
Cross during the Battle of Kohima, India in 1944. There is a 
memorial to him at the VC Quarry on Lundy. 
 Following the death of Harman’s son Albion in 1968, Lundy 
was put up for sale the following year. Jack Hayward, a British 
millionaire, purchased the island for £150,000 and gave it to 
the National Trust, who leased it to the Landmark Trust. Today 
the island has become a popular destination among boaters 
interested in discovering the raw beauty of its rich and varied flora 
and fauna as well as its stunning location, and is visited by over 
20,000 day-trippers a year.

A TurbuLenT HisTory - smuggLers & LosT ForTunes

 Safely back at Ilfracombe, the very 
grateful Kayaker rejoined his friends and 
we said our goodbyes to each other, sad 
that the adventure was over but with 
spirits high, having not only shared a 
unique RIB experience but also having 
had the opportunity to take in one of 
England’s little known treasures, as well 
as to meet some exceptionally warm, 
helpful and interesting people who 
made us all so very welcome. This to 

me is what boating and ribbing are all 
about – adventure, relaxation, shared 
experiences, challenge and reward, all in 
the company of fellow boaters who have 
become firm friends.
 We may get the opportunity to do 
another trip before our next big RIB 
adventure in June 2016 when this time 
RIBs from around Europe will be joining 
us.
 Our thanks to Kevin Green in the 

lead boat, Devon Car Parks and the 
Ilfracombe harbour master for all 
their help over the weekend. Special 
thanks also go to the residents of 
Lundy Island and the tavern for making 
us so welcome and for giving us the 
opportunity to spend the weekend on 
their unique island.
 Safe and happy ribbing to you all until 
the next time. 
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The New VX Cruiser

The BEST entry level 
ski just got BETTER! 

www.yamaha-motor.eu/uk

New TR-1 Engine 
The exciting new 3-cylinder 1049cc power unit is the pinnacle of marine engine innovation and features in 
the WaveRunner V1 Sport, VX Deluxe and VX Cruiser models. The TR-1 is 13% more powerful than the MR-1 
engine that it replaces, while being 40% smaller and 20% lighter. The result is quicker acceleration, higher top 
speed, sharper handling and even better fuel economy creating more fun for the rider.

Deluxe and Cruiser fitted with RiDE
RiDE is an ultra-intuitive dual throttle control system which makes driving a WaveRunner 
easier and more fun than ever. Pull the right hand throttle lever to go forward, pull the 
left hand RiDE to go in reverse or pull both levers at speed to slow down quickly and gain 
maximum control over your ride. 

VX CruiserV1 Sport VX Deluxe



You could be forgiven for thinking that 
Nimbus have reinvented the wheel with 
their 305 Coupé. After all, they have been 
building all-weather coupés for some time. 
So what makes this boat different? Greg 
Copp has the answer …

Nimbus 305 Coupé
BOAT TEST
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The new nimbus 305 
Coupé is based on their 
335 and 365 Coupés 
launched back in 2009 
and uses the same 

seamless displacement-to-planing-
hull design, which is claimed to have 
no planing threshold. The concept is 
nothing new. Think Azimut Magellano 
43 with its D2P displacement-to-
planning-hull, which offered a faster-
than-normal displacement speed 
– and little hump. Though the Nimbus 
has very different underwater lines 
to the Azimut, the 305 claims to have 
much the same effect. It would be 
untrue to say that its transition to 
planing speed is totally seamless, but 
the hump is pretty much non-existent 

unless you focus carefully on the bow 
in relation to the horizon. What is 
impressive is that at 8 knots, the 305 
Coupé is still running at displacement 
speed with negligible bow-up trim. 
This is some 2 knots above what would 
be considered normal displacement 
speed for this size of craft. This is even 
more impressive when you consider 
that the 305 has a waterline-to-beam 
ratio of 2.5 to 1.
 Once you push past 10 knots, the 
boat runs with a healthy bow-up trim 
of between 4 and 4.5 degrees. All the 
way up to her top speed of 22.5 knots, 
there is virtually no discernible change 
in attitude from the boat. For a single-
engine shaft-driven boat she turns 
responsively, albeit not with the haste 

of a stern-driven sports cruiser – but 
she is far from lethargic. Once you 
hit 18 knots, the hull really starts to 
perform as she lifts her stern slightly 
and drops the bow a touch. Though 
our trim readings only showed an 
improvement from 4.5 to 4 degrees 
above 18 knots, you certainly notice it. 
The boat steers a lot more quickly and 
in the turns she loses that tendency 
to drag her bottom. Consequently you 
tend to feel the need to drive the boat 
at 20 knots or more, as the ride is more 
dynamic.
 Not surprisingly, above 20 knots 
the Nimbus provides a softer ride 
as the hull forefoot comes into play. 
Nimbus have always built their boats 
with a sharp entry, and the 305 is 

Nimbus 305 Coupé
BOAT TEST
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Natural light and space is the order of the day in the wheelhouse.

The wheelhouse dinette will easily seat four and 
converts to a comfortable double berth.

There is no shortage of storage here, refined galley with everything you need.

The galley is initially deceptive in what it actually 
has to offer – it is also superbly finished. 

Basic but with great ergonomics, the helm has the benefit of immediate access onto the side deck.

no exception. Banked 
hard over, hitting our 

own wave with the 
forward section of 
the chine, I half-
expected some 
complaint in the 
form of the odd 
creak or bang 
– but there was 

nothing. It struck 
me that this boat 

could certainly handle 
some more power in the 

form of a 260hp Volvo D4. 
Though it is not a sports boat in any 
sense, it certainly has the credentials 
to crack on at a quicker pace. However, 
having said that, achieving an easy 
22.5 knots from a 220hp engine 
driving through a shaft on a boat 
displacing 4.3 tonnes with 100% fuel 

OnbOard the nimbus 305 COupé

and water is good going, and testament 
to the efficiency of its hull. 
 Unfortunately we had a relatively 
calm day, so running through the wake 
of other boats was the toughest test 
we could come up with. This certainly 
posed no problems, and knowing how 
well other boats from this yard have 
performed in the rough, I have no 
reason to doubt that the 305 is any less 
capable. 
 The helm position is basic but well 
thought out. The 9in chartplotter is 
under your line of sight over the bow 
(plenty of room for an optional 12in 
plotter), the throttles fall to hand well 
and the radio mic sits on the port side 
of the wheel. As with all the Coupé 
range, the 305 has a functional, non-
reflective, anti-glare matt-grey finish 
to the dash, which suits the practical 
character of the boat. All-round 
visibility is nothing short of excellent 
– no blind spots over the quarters, and 
when seated you can see well over the 
bow, which is made all the easier by 
the lack of bow-up attitude.
 A distinct feature of the Coupé range 
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The 305 Coupé 
is an impressive 
boat given that it 
performs with one 
relatively modest 
engine.



is the asymmetrical wheelhouse design 
pushing the wheelhouse over to port, 
which subsequently expands the 
starboard side deck to 12 inches. These 
are enclosed by tall little-ship bulwarks 
and even taller guard rails. Couple 
this to a wheelhouse door next to the 
helm and this boat is tailor-made for 
single-handed cruising, not to mention 
the safety it affords those on fender 
duties. If you need to move down the 
slimmer 6in port-side decks you have 
a selection of roof handles to keep 
you on board. The foredeck is no less 
practical – enclosed by tall guard rails 
and a pulpit gate over the bow. The 
windlass is neatly enclosed within the 
teak-capped anchor locker – a simple 
but practical touch that makes using 
the pulpit gate safer.
 The overhung cockpit works well 
as an extension to the wheelhouse 

with its covers fitted, which, with the 
wide patio-style doors opened, gives 
you a large living area for a 30-footer. 
The L-shaped seating set-up in the 
cockpit is located on the port side to 
enable easy access to the starboard 
side deck. A hefty transom gate opens 

to a deep full-beam bathing platform 
that enables easy pontoon access. 
Quadruple fender cages save you 
the joy of rummaging through the 
cockpit under-seat cockpit lockers 
when coming into port. Engine access 
is a fast affair courtesy of a hydraulic 

the Chart table: No seagoing boat should be without a chart table.  bOw: Neat and practical – with the windlass inside the anchor locker there is no 
chance of tripping over it when using the pulpit gate.  anChOr lOCker: Nicely finished inside; the anchor locker also houses the windlass.  engine: Engine 
access is quick and easy, though a bit more space would help.

stand Out features...

BOAT TEST
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Large sunroofs provide maximum light.

SpecificationS
lOa: 8.95m
beam: 3.25m
displacement: 4.0 tonnes (light)
fuel capacity: 250 litres 
water capacity: 160 litres
rCd category: B for 8
engine options: Single diesel 110hp, 
150hp or 220hp Volvo D3s on V drive (shaft)
price as tested: £190,486 (inc. VAT)

contact 
www.offshorepowerboats.co.uk

cockpit hatch, with good access for 
all service items. The lazarette located 
behind the engine bay is separated 
by a removable bulkhead, should you 
need more space when doing your pre-
passage checks.
 The focal point for any good coupé is 
the saloon wheelhouse area, and here 
this boat certainly does not disappoint. 
The abundance of light afforded from 
two long sliding glass sunroofs and the 
acres of window space really opens 
up this area. A rotating bench seat 
quickly turns the forward dinette seat 
into a double navigator’s seat, with 
a full-size chart table to match. The 
dinette either provides comfy seating 
for four or, if need be, can convert to 
a double bed by dropping the table. 
A substantial Corian galley worktop 
houses a double ceramic gas hob and 
a sink, and a 65-litre refrigerator is 
located below. There is the option of 
a second, smaller fridge under the 
dinette seating if you need it. All things 
considered, the galley storage is good, 
the joinery, true to Scandinavian form, 
is excellent and the floor, sensibly, is 
teak – so no concerns about wet feet in 
the wheelhouse.
 The mid cabin is a typical under-
sole affair with a 6ft 6in by 5ft double 
berth fitted with overhead reading 

  OptiOns and upgrades

This boat had the biggest engine 
option of a 220hp Volvo D3 on a V drive 
shaft set-up. There is the option of 
either 110hp or 150hp Volvo D3s, but 
unless you specifically intend to cruise 
at displacement speed, these engines 
will not really do the boat justice. To 
Nimbus’s credit, the options list is 
relatively short. This does not mean this 
boat is under-equipped as the standard 
features list is extensive. Nimbus have 
had the good sense to fit this single-
shaft-driven boat with both bow and 
stern thrusters, teak decking, diesel 
heating, a holding tank and a decent 
set of electronics as standard. There are 
many other trimmings supplied in the 
basic package, which, like bow/stern 
thrusters and electronics, are often 
supplied as extras by many yards.

lights. There is no standing headroom 
in the mid cabin, and storage does 
not exist. Fitted with a Corian-topped 
vanity unit with sink, toilet and a 
separate shower with over 6ft of 
headroom, the heads compartment is 
quite generous. What it could do with 
is a magnetic catch to hold the door 
open when underway. Not surprisingly, 



for

  Genuine 22-knot performance from a   
 4-tonne boat powered by a single 220hp   
 Volvo D3 on a V drive
  Good acceleration up to its top speed
  Responsive handling for a shaft-driven boat
  Soft ride
  Solid build
  Very good helm ergonomics
  Spacious accommodation for size of boat
  Very safe deck access
  Plenty of space around engines with service  
 items easily accessed

againSt

  No hold-open catch on door for heads
  No bigger D4 engine option yet
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A bright forward cabin makes a large double V berth. Storage is under berth and a hanging locker. 

The heads is nicely finished and very generous for this size of boat.

Cockpit covers fitted, this generous area makes a great extension to the saloon. Note handy Cup holders.

Mid cabin has a big double berth, well lit by a long starboard-side porthole, but no standing headroom.

OnbOard: the aCCOmmOdatiOnthe below-decks design is focused on 
the forward master cabin. This area 
enjoys well over 6ft of headroom, lots 
of under-berth storage and a hanging 
locker complete with shoe locker. This 
relatively spacious cabin feels all the 
bigger thanks to the natural light from 
two long portholes and a deck hatch, 
as well as the light interior upholstery. 

Verdict
The 305 Coupé is an impressive 
boat given that it performs with one 
relatively modest engine. The hull 
design is clearly efficient, as this 
boat seems equally happy at 8 knots 
as it is at 20 knots. Nimbus rightly 
claim there is virtually no transition 
from displacement to planing. It 
can be many things to many people 
without compromise, while offering 
a solid level of build to match its 
sea credentials. Nimbus craft have 
traditionally appealed to serious 
seamen, which explains why 70% of 
them are bought by ex-sailors – as 
reflected in the boat’s practical design 
and attention to detail. 

Speed noiSe and trim
rpm speed trim sound level* 
 (knots) (degrees) (decibels)
2000 8 1.2 72
2500 10 4.0 75
2800         12 4.5 80
3140         14 4.5 83
3330         16              4.5                   82
3550         18              4.0 83
3900         20 4.0 84
4000         22.5 4.0 84
maximum top speed: 22.5 knots (2-way average 
with 2 crew, 50% fuel and 100% water) with F2/3 
wind conditions 
* Recorded in the cockpit with sunroofs shut.
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Hendy Marine
Swanwick Marina, Swanwick, Hamble,  
Hampshire, SO31 1ZL
Tel: 0844 211 5688

New  
Hendy Marine 

location
Swanwick, Hampshire

We also service all makes and models of inboard  
& outboard engines.

Authorised dealer for:

www.hendymarine.co.uk

Products AvAilAble froM Hendy MArine
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When JL Audio uK were 
asked to design a custom 
audio system for a new-
build superyacht tender, 
they were quick to grasp the 

opportunity to show their marine audio 
products to the luxury boat owners 
of the Mediterranean. The superyacht 
tender in question is Sunrays, a 10.1m 
luxury RIB built by Wahoo, a fast-
emerging British builder of luxury 
tenders. JL Audio’s brief was to design, 
supply and fit an audio system that 
would offer the best possible sound 
under any conditions. 
 With expertise and input from JL 
Audio’s specialist marine team in the 
US, JL Audio UK presented Wahoo with 
three audio options, all offering a wide 
range of benefits and features. The 
system chosen, developed and fitted 
provides a crystal-clear, pure sound 
produced by JL Audio’s intricately 

engineered speakers, which are both 
UV- and water-resistant and built to 
last in the most extreme of marine 
environments.
 Twelve speakers, two subwoofers, 
three amplifiers and rear-facing tower 

speakers from JL Audio’s M-Series might 
be seen as overkill, but, using a fully 
integrated and independent control 
system in the main accommodation, it 
all helps to maintain the quality of the 
sound even when the boat is operating 
at maximum. Because the audio design 
has been ‘zoned’, a different volume 
can be played in the helm area to 
other areas of the boat, and multi-
channel amplifiers have been linked to 
produce a ‘wall of sound’ effect, thereby 
enhancing the experience.
 Specifications for custom-designed 
superyacht tenders are increasingly 
going well beyond the realms of what 
was traditionally required from a 
tender. The brief for Sunrays’ audio 
requirements articulates this trend very 
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The Art of Sound 
on the Water
PBR reports on an interesting collaboration 
between JL Audio and Wahoo RIBs and talks to 
JL Audio UK Managing Director, Paul Baker …

Wahoo 10.1m RIB fully equipped with a 
custom JL Audio sound system 
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well, and nowhere is this demonstrated 
better than with the speakers fitted to 
the stern specifically for waterskiers 
and wakeboarders.  
 The installation and tuning of an 
audio system are equally as important 
as the design, and JL Audio UK do 
not cut any corners here. The main 
product installation is carried out by 
its fully approved and trained installer 
and dealer, Landau UK, while the final 
hardware configuration and connection 
is completed by JL Audio’s technical 
team, who train the customer in the 
process to help with future audio 
installations. 
 Since appointing JL Audio as an elite 
supplier earlier this year, Wahoo have 
been impressed by the professionalism 
offered by the company’s European 
distributor, JL Audio UK. ‘Suppliers that 
understand the process of a custom 
build in this market totally appreciate 
the attention to detail that is required,’ 
says Wahoo managing director, Paul 
Holland. ‘JL Audio’s sales and technical 
team have been part of the installation 
process from the start, ensuring the 
sound matches requirements. So 
impressed were we with the depth 
and clarity of sound, we did consider 
whether we could perhaps use the 
speakers as an alternative means of 
propulsion!’ 
 The Sunrays tender uses the proven 
hull form that has become popular with 
Wahoo’s clients, with workmanship 
and performance that emanate from 

Sunrays is the first ever RIB to host Mercury’s 360° Joystick Piloting system for outboards

The installation and 
tuning of an audio 
system are equally 
as important as the 
design, and JL Audio 
UK do not cut any 
corners here.

a legacy of offshore powerboat racing 
but refined for the superyacht tender 
marketplace.
 Carrying a full digital electronics 
package, Sunrays is the first ever RIB to 
host Mercury’s 360° Joystick Piloting 
system for outboards, which enables 
her to be docked at close quarters 
sideways or diagonally. Mercury will 
understandably be keeping a close eye 
on how she performs as the first RIB to 
offer its ‘big boat’ steering system and 
as a trendsetter for future installations.  

SUNRAYS SpecificAtioNS
LOA: 10.1m (33’ 1”)
Beam: 3.0m (9’ 11”)
Draught: 0.55m (1’ 10”)
Fuel: 400 litres
Fresh water: 40 litres
Engines: Twin Mercury Verado, JPO 
Joystick control
Horsepower: 2 x 300hp
Props: Rev4 stainless steel
Maximum capacity: 12 persons
CE certified: C

electRoNicS
 Raymarine GS165 touch screen display
 EmpireBus NXT digital switching
 VesselView 7 engine data display
 VHF & AIS
 Custom deck lighting
 Shore power
 Powered tube inflation system

AdditioNAl
 Elite JL Audio package
 Teak decking
 Towing eyes and custom lifting slings
 Cool box

coNtAct
Paul Baker
JL Audio Marine UK
T: +44 (0)1202 664 390
E: paul.baker@jlaudiomarine.eu
www.jlaudiomarine.eu

Karen Bartlett
Saltwater Communications
T: +44 (0) 1202 669244
E: Karen.bartlett@saltwatercoms.com
www.saltwatercoms.com

 

Specifications for 
custom-designed 
superyacht tenders are 
increasingly going well 
beyond the realms of 
what was traditionally 
required from a tender.
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INTERVIEW
Paul Baker

Electronic systems of every kind have 
been increasing in their popularity 
aboard boats in recent years. At what 
point did you and JL decide the marine 
sector was a market you wanted to get 
involved with?
JL Audio have been manufacturing 
audio for the last 40 years. The marine 
division was started over 10 years ago 
and driven by the passion of a major 
boatbuilder who wanted to bring the 
audio experience from automotive 
into marine. The solution was new 
engineering and a new division within 
JL Audio as the demands of marine are 
vastly different from automotive or 
home – both the physical demands of 
speaker construction and the design of 
the audio reproduction. JL Audio Marine 
products are designed exclusively for 
the marine environment.

What excites you about entering the 
boating world with your products?
Being able to deliver the enjoyment 
of an outstanding audio experience 
to the boating world with a range of 
products that we know will perform 
no matter what the environment or 
conditions. We are frustrated that many 
of the prestigious boatbuilders do not 
even offer their customers an upgrade 
to better audio thereby denying the 
customer the opportunity of a great 

An Interview with 
Paul Baker
MD, JL Audio UK

audio experience. Many boat buyers 
will already enjoy the benefits of high-
quality home theatres and have high-
standard car audio too. We know they 
can have the same in their boats.

What makes the JL audio system so 
special? 
The entire product range is specifically 
designed to withstand the harsh 
conditions of the marine environment 
– JL Audio speakers and subs are 
both UV- and salt water-resistant and 
therefore can be located where they 
sound best, not positioned to avoid the 
elements. However, of equal importance 
is the design and engineering that is 
key to audio reproduction in a marine 
environment. For OEM customers 
and our main dealer partners, JL 
Audio train the installers to set up 
and tune the audio system correctly, 
which is essential to ensure the audio 
reproduction is at its best.

But don’t other audio manufacturers 
supplying to the marine market offer 
similar benefits?
JL Audio Marine products are ‘lifetime 
tested’ against other industry suppliers 
– none outperform JL Audio. However, 
one of the many key benefits of a 
JL Audio Marine system is that the 
products are designed for marine 
and not adapted to marine from 
other applications. The 40 years of 
experience and expertise within JL 
Audio results in products that far exceed 
expectation. Part of the Total Quality 
Management at JL Audio ensures that 
both the design and manufacturing 
processes are overseen by our engineers 
and not outsourced or exported.



*Purchase ANY Quicksilver Captur Pilothouse model 
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great cashback offer. Valid until 31st March, 2016.

**When you purchase a Quicksilver Activ or Captur 
Pilothouse 5m and above at London Boat Show 2016.

Selected models from the award-winning range of Quicksilver Activ and 
Captur boats will be showcased at London Boat Show 2016.

*/** Terms and conditions apply.
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www.quicksilver-boats.com See us on Stand B130
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INTERVIEW
Paul Baker

What are the biggest challenges 
involved in delivering the ‘ultimate’ 
sound system for a powerboat?
One of the greatest challenges is 
speaker location. This is where JL Audio 
deliver due to the high-quality design 
and UV plus saltwater resistance across 
the entire range. This enables the audio 
system design to be centred around 
optimum speaker location and not be 
constrained by keeping speakers and 
subwoofers out of the harsh operating 
environment. 

What do you feel is the connection 
between water and music and how can 
the latter enhance the enjoyment of the 
former?
The experience of being on a boat is, 
for many, one of continuous enjoyment. 
For most of us, listening to music is the 
same and we frequently associate music 
with memorable occasions or places or 
people. JL Audio allow the combination 
of both, and being able to listen to the 
music no matter what the speed or sea 
conditions is possible with a JL Audio 
sound system.

Describe how you go about designing/
custom-installing a JL system for a boat. 
What are the factors that need to be 
considered?
Initial assessment of the boat and 
layout followed by a discussion with 

the customer/partner to establish 
what audio solution they feel they 
need. This can range from great audio 
when the boat is travelling at speed 
to a nightclub experience. Anything is 
possible with JL Audio. The speaker and 
subwoofer location is then considered 
and we establish whether the boat 
needs entertainment for a waterskier or 
wakeboarder. Once the key factors are 
decided, then amp configuration and 
location are considered. Frequently, 
more than one solution is presented for 
discussion with features and benefits 
detailed. This is an exciting part of the 
process as the customer/partner has 
expectations and we are aware of what 
can be achieved. 

Besides the technology, how important 
is the human element to your business? 
Very important – we are a people-
based business all the way through 
to Lucio Proni, the CEO of JL Audio. 
Trust extends from the factory and 
throughout the JL Audio network of 
OEM customers and dealer partners. 
We are responsible for creating the 
‘European image’ for the JL Audio 
Marine products and our customers 
enjoy being able to contribute.

In terms of owning or using a boat with 
JL audio equipment installed, what 
considerations would you say people 

need to keep in mind?
Being considerate to other water users 
in terms of volume levels is important, 
and, as with other items of equipment 
aboard, not allowing the music to 
distract the helmsman and navigator 
from their duty of care. Then go out 
there and enjoy – once you have great 
audio you won’t want to be without it. 
Remember to bring along the tunes that 
have great memories – a combination 
when you are out on the water that is 
second to none. 
 



BIGGER. BRIGHTER. BETTER.

INTRODUCING THE NEW HELIX 7™

STAND G034

A  f u l l  r a n g e  o f  H u m m i n b i r d  E l e c t r o n i c s ,  M i n n  K o t a  M o t o r s  a n d  C a n n o n  D o w n r i g g e r s  n o w  a v a i l a b l e  -  c o n t a c t  u s  f o r  y o u r  n e a r e s t  s t o c k i s t .

t :  0 2 3 9 2  6 3 7 7 1 1    |    e :  s a l e s @ m a r a t h o n l e i s u r e . c o . u k    |    w :  w w w . m a r a t h o n l e i s u r e . c o m

BIGGER. BIGGER. BIGGER. BIGGER. BRIGHTER. BETTER.BRIGHTER. BETTER.BRIGHTER. BETTER.BRIGHTER. BETTER.BRIGHTER. BETTER.

FEATURING 7” HD DISPLAY

800H X 480V  RESOLUTION AND 1500 NIT BRIGHTNESS

ULTRA-WIDE 16:9 PROVIDES AMPLE ROOM TO VIEW TWO SCREENS SIDE-BY-SIDE 

POWERFUL, INTUITIVE FEATURES  

COMPATIBLE WITH LEADING NAVIONICS CARTOGRAPHY   

BUILT-IN QUICK-RELEASE GIMBAL MOUNT MAKES ADJUSTMENTS AND REMOVAL EASY

2-YEAR WARRANTY

Unbelievably clear, bright and fast. 

See for yourself at London Boat Show stand G034

PRICES START FROM ONLY £369.99

INTRODUCING THE NEW INTRODUCING THE NEW INTRODUCING THE NEW INTRODUCING THE NEW HELIX 7™

Sports, Fishers 
and Cruisers

from 16 to 30 feet, inboard diesel 
and outboard versions

Ocqueteau_131.indd   1 15/12/2015   15:26

Don’t get in a f lap with your trim tabs!
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Go hands free with Mente Marine Automated 
Attitude Control. 

The Mente Marine ACS control system is an easy fit advanced 
replacement control for all leading brands of trim tab. It takes a 
fiddly push button operation off your hands and automates the 
pitch onto the plane and trim under way.

The ACS program comprises 4 options ranging from Roll control 
only for small sports craft through to Pitch and Roll on motor 
yacht installations with dual ram tabs and f lybridge station 
option.

The ACS gives you back the joy of simply driving the boat 
without the worry of managing the vessel trim in various sea 
conditions.

For the right attitude fit Mente Marine ACS.
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located between the Torridge Estuary’s 
rushing ebb ’n’ fl ow and the turbulent 
overfalls of Hartland Point. 
 With its trailing necklace of stone 
cottages clinging to the coast’s thickly 
wooded hillside, Clovelly lies on two 

CLOVELLY IS UNDOUBTEDLY one of 
the most beautiful of all the harbours 
to be found on the north coast of 
England’s West Country peninsula. 
Family owned for generations, this 
ancient herring fi shing village is 

A Feast by the Sea!
ON THE WATER

A Feast by 
the Sea!
A Feast by 

ClovellyVisiting by sea is special by anyone’s standards, but combining it with the ‘Crab and Lobster Feast’ makes it even more memorable.HMS reports on the ‘Clovelly Crab and Lobster 
Feast’, a delightful and special event held every 
September within this most beautiful of all North 
Devon’s ancient fi shing harbours.  
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sand toward the harbour wall’s inner 
extremity, the remainder of the harbour 
and the adjacent shoreline is dominated 
by an unforgiving array of boulders 
and stone. For larger, more substantial 
vessels, there are one or two deep-
water visitors’ moorings. But caution 
needs to be exercised here, especially 
when overnighting, because this coast 

A Feast by the Sea!
ON THE WATER

sides of a steep and winding cobbled 
main street that runs like an artery 
through its heart and down to the quay 
at its foot. Especially when visiting by 
sea, this timeless and romantic sight 
is made all the more welcoming by 
the way in which Clovelly’s towering 
harbour wall curls its stony arm out and 
around, like a mighty bulwark, to usher 
those venturing in on a fl ood tide. Space 
is limited here, though, as the small 
number of local fi shing vessels take 
priority, so ‘rafting up’ tends to be the 
order of the day. But this all adds to the 
charm of the experience. In addition, 
as in the case of all such harbours from 
Penzance to Bristol, the tides dictate 
one’s movements as well as how and 
on what the boat will eventually settle 
at low water. Save for a small area of 

Gorgeous prawns ready to eat

Handmade soaps from the Clovelly Soap Co

Gorgeous prawns ready to eat

The packed harbour



has to be understood by all mariners 
as potentially inhospitable and often 
very unforgiving. A well-found boat is a 
must, regardless of size, for if the wind 
and seas begin to build, even a harbour 
such as Clovelly can quickly turn into a 
dangerous lee shore.  
 But high seas and onshore blows 
aside, as the preceding text suggests, 
Clovelly is most certainly a beautiful 
place to visit by boat, either as a 
day’s run – perhaps out of Bideford 
or Appledore – or on a longer sortie 
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that might also take in the majestic 
and rugged beauty of Lundy Island. 
Sometimes, however, it can pay to 
coordinate your run to a destination 
such as Clovelly with something a 
little different on the menu, something 
to add that extra ‘pinch of spice’ to 
the day’s proceedings … Speaking of 
which, I can’t think of a better date than 
Clovelly’s ‘Crab and Lobster Feast’. This 
country fete-styled ‘seafood fest’ (held 
during 2015 on September 6th) offers 
a charming step back in time, one that 
takes in the whole length of the harbour 
wall, the quay and the adjoining 
section of beach. With live music 
and sea shanties ringing out across 
the water, colourfully costumed stilt 
walkers skilfully negotiating their way 
over cobbles and through the throngs, 
plus local crafts, real Devon ales and 
ciders, and of course, not forgetting the 
fabulous array of local food produce 

including those all-important stalls 
selling fresh crab and lobster meat, 
well, it’s hard to think of a better 
cocktail to delight the salty senses!
 There is a serious side to the ‘Crab 
and Lobster Feast’, however, and that 
relates to the releasing of hundreds of 
baby, tank-reared lobsters into the wild. 
These are bred and introduced into our 
SW waters during the summer months 
by the National Lobster Hatchery (NLH), 
a charitable organisation based in 
Padstow, Cornwall. The valuable work 
they undertake serves to help replenish 

Local trade stalls

Plentiful purveyors of crab and lobster

Local fudge

Clovelly is most 
certainly a beautiful 
place to visit by boat, 
either as a day’s run 
… or on a longer 
sortie that might also 
take in the majestic 
and rugged beauty of 
Lundy Island.

Stilt walkers added to the fun
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our native stocks of sustainable lobster. 
As you can imagine, the rearing process 
requires much time and skill, because 
each hen lobster, with its cargo of 
up to 12,000 eggs, carries its minute 
babies for a full nine months before 
they leave her underside to thereafter 
take up a life on the ocean bed. The 
purpose of the hatchery being at the 

Local ale and beers selection.

Early Sept but one of the hottest days of the year enjoyed by all

Visiting craft tie up on the harbour wall

You could not get any fresher!

A Feast by the Sea!
ON THE WATER

This country fete-styled 
‘seafood fest’ … off ers 
a charming step back 
in time, one that takes 
in the whole length of 
the harbour wall, the 
quay and the adjoining 
section of beach.

FOR INFO ABOUT CLOVELLY
Clovelly events – www.clovelly.
co.uk/news-and-events

Clovelly accommodation – www.
clovelly.co.uk/stay-clovelly

Charts – AC 1164 Hartland Point 
to Ilfracombe including Lundy; SC 
56084A Ilfracombe to Hartland Point; 
Imray C58 Trevose Head to Bull Point

O� shore hazards – The ‘Tense Rocks’ 
o�  Hartland Point and the ‘Morte 
Stone’ o�  Morte Point

Tidal data times and range – HW 
Clovelly is HW Dover: 0524 MHWS 
8.3m MHWN 6.3m MLWN 2.7m MLWS 
0.9m. NB spring range 7.4m (24+ft)

Trailer boat launching – PBR 
recommends the public car park slip 
located at Appledore sea front. Be 
sure to check tidal launching and 
recovery times, normally three to four 
hours either side of high water. 

whalers and gaff-rigged fi shing smacks 
– all contributing to the atmosphere 
of this wonderfully colourful seafood 
extravaganza. So why not make this 
part of your summer’s boating plans 
next year too? It comes heartily 
recommended! 

heart of this event is not only to release 
thousands of young lobsters but also 
to raise money and awareness for the 
cause. Funding not only comes from 
the activities of the NLH Visitor Centre 
in Padstow but also through the public 
being encouraged to actually ‘adopt a 
lobster’. If you’re intrigued as to what 
this entails, check out the website at 
www.nationallobsterhatchery.co.uk. 
 Visiting Clovelly by sea is special by 
anyone’s standards, but combining it 
with the ‘Crab and Lobster Feast’ makes 
it even more memorable. Last year’s 
event saw visiting RIBs and sports 
boats rafting up alongside sailing boats, 
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Osprey Vipermax
BOAT TEST

The Flight of
        the Osprey

HMS recounts the life of one of the most influential 
designs in the history of British RIB building and gets 
the chance to sea-trial the current incarnation bearing 
the classic name Vipermax by Osprey. 

I belIeve It’s important 
to begin by providing some 
insight into the pedigree of 
this classic name, which 
rightly takes its place within 

the history of modern boatbuilding. 
Osprey RIBs have held a respected 
position within the RIB market for some 
20 years now. But at the same time, 
it’s also true to say that all too soon 
after the company established itself as 
a market leader back in the 1990s, its 
prominence and influence dwindled 
considerably. This was due in no small 

Price tested: £51,280  Length overaLL: 6.8m  Max hP: 225hp or 2 x 115hp  contact: www.ospreyribs.co.uk  teL: +44 (0) 1453 839103

measure to the company, along with 
all its design rights, being sold off by 
its founder, Mike Armitage – an astute 
businessman who was, and continues to 
be, behind the commercial success story 
that is Northern Diver. 
 This change in the life history of 
Osprey was a real shame because the 
ongoing changes of ownership in the 
years that followed resulted, I believe, 
in the brand losing momentum – not 
to mention vital funding for investment 
in terms of design and development. 
But under Armitage’s tenure back in the 

mid-to-late 90s, here in the UK, Osprey 
championed not only a cause but also 
many great design ideas. These included 
such innovations as fibreglass nose 
cones, tapered tubes, rally car-styled 
seating modules, moulded cockpits, 
the use of bold hull and tube colour 
combinations and even wing mirrors – 
design initiatives rarely seen on other 
craft of the time. To keep this in context, 
this was well before Scorpion emerged 
on the scene and when, other than 
perhaps the likes of Avon and Picton, 
most UK RIB builders were building 
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Osprey Vipermax
BOAT TEST

chiefly orange-tubed ‘tufty’ boats for the 
dive market. 
 In the 90s, Osprey were 
unquestionably known as a make with 
a flair for offshore performance. These 
RIBs won many title honours on the 
race and endurance scene and, as a 
result, propelled themselves into the 
limelight at a time when the British 
boating press was showing a real 
interest in racing. I likewise recall clearly 
those early ‘Highlands & Islands’ races, 
run by RIB adventuring pioneer and 
great friend Michael Alexander. They 

were the live forum for the debuting 
of many exciting innovations. Indeed, 
these were great times, when a new 
and exciting market was beginning to 
become known and publicised and, 
as a consequence, people were being 
introduced to RIBs for the very first time. 
And there is no denying that it was a 
market that Osprey, particularly with 
their hard-nosed ‘Lynx’ model designed 
by the revered British marine architect 
John Moxham, proved to be at the very 
heart of – playing a key role in helping 
to propel this new form of boating to 

unexpected heights. 
 As already mentioned, since 
Armitage’s tenure, the UK company has 
changed hands several times, with each 
new custodian seeking to make their 
mark and set the brand on a successful 
course. Each, as you can imagine, 
had varying resources and brought 
something different to the mix. But it’s 
probably fair to say that throughout this 
time, Kris Deraedt of the Brugge Marine 
Centre, the licence holder for Osprey 
on the Continent, was the person 
most responsible for ensuring that 

The mark of a great 
allrounder....a true 

family boat or a serious 
offshore trouper.
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men set to work on making Osprey very 
much their own. The plan? To build to 
order, sell direct at manageable volumes 
and keep the costs and overheads from 
spiralling to the point that large and 
potentially loss-making investment 
was required to fund the operation. 
It could be said that they’ve opted for 
the ‘organic’ approach to building a 
business, so how has it been working 
out in practice? Chris confirms: ‘Keeping 
our expectations realistic and not being 
tempted to overstretch our abilities or 
production process means we are not 
only turning a profit but we are also able 
to keep a close eye on build quality.’ 

 But what of the product itself? How 
does the Osprey RIB of today rate in 
the light of the foregoing? PBR had 
the opportunity to sea-trial the 6.8 
Vipermax complete with the stunning 
new 200hp G2 Evinrude out of a busy 
Salcombe harbour during the town’s 
regatta week. The water was a bustling 
summer scene playing host to every 
type of craft imaginable. Klaxon blasts 
bellowing out the start of each new 
race saw dinghies spin, sails gybe 
and paddles, courtesy of the novelty 
raft race, well and truly brandished! If 
we wanted entertainment, then we’d 
certainly picked our day. But our minds 
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The colour co-ordinated G2 
looks swell on this craft.

build quality, and above all innovation, 
remained associated with the Osprey 
name. When Kris brought over his 
customised Ospreys to the RIBEX shows 
here in the UK between the years 1998 
and 2012, his RIBs were always among 
the most exciting and well presented 
on display. So though the brand had 
become more ‘niche’ in the eyes of 
some, the commitment and knowledge 
that Brugge extended to Osprey ensured 
that the name retained the respect of the 
industry and European media alike. 
 Wind the clock forward now to 2012 
and who do we see next taking the helm 
of Osprey here in the UK, following Mike 
Armitage, Gary Mirley and the late Roy 
Bishop, but a certain Mr Chris Stevens, 
along with business partner Guy Goring 
– the latter an expert in professional 
steel fabrication. Both these men, 
like many before and since no doubt, 
entered the marine business from the 
perspective of being enthusiasts, keen 
boaters and, importantly in their case, 
existing Osprey owners. But with a 
passion for the product and an already 
successful business track record, the two 

It benefits from having 
one of the best hulls 
ever designed for a craft 
of this size and type. 

The Vipermax performed 
in a very reasuring fashion



The finger trap between wheel and throttle.

An example of Brugge Marine’s fit-out option on the same model.

Teak decking gives the craft a clean finish                     Large forward seat & console.

OnbOard the Osprey vipermax...

BOAT TEST

were more intent on weaving our way 
through the festivities out to the mouth 
of the harbour and the south-westerly 
swells beyond.
 It had been some years since I’d set 
foot on the deck of an Osprey, but it 
quickly felt familiar territory. Fully 
coming up onto the plain beyond the 
infamous Salcombe Bar, the water 
peeled away cleanly from the vessel’s 
hull, its chines and rails keeping the 
spray at bay despite the chop. There 
was enough sea running out here to get 
a proper feel of the craft performing 
in what was becoming quite a testing 
environment – ideal conditions for 
understanding the boat’s worth and 
character. With no trim tabs fitted, it 
was solely engine trim at my disposal 
as I opened the throttle, to be greeted 
head on by the first set of big waves. 
In this most demanding angle to the 
seas, the Vipermax performed in a very 
reassuring fashion: her overall good 
balance along with the G2’s excellent 
power reserves immediately gave 
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Transom & 
bulkhead lockers

I’m sure any boat 
manufacturer would 
be proud to have such 
a great performer in 
their current stable.

Osprey Vipermax



confi dence at the helm. The boat gave 
every impression that it was operating 
well within its capabilities. Steaming 
along, beam on to the seas, the Osprey’s 
lateral stability was noticeable and 
the ride continued to be dry on deck 
too. Though the boat’s forward profi le 
doesn’t feature a particularly noticeable 
sheer, the hull shape nonetheless 
is not too fi ne at the bow and as a 
consequence it possesses a good degree 
of forward buoyancy. Running before 
the seas, even when pushed hard, the 

BOAT TEST

PerforMance 

rpm/speed
5600rpm – 52 knots
5000rpm – 46 knots
4500rpm – 40 knots
4000rpm – 35 knots
3000rpm – 25 knots
2000rpm – 15 knots
1750rpm – 9 knots (planing)

Fuel consumption
30 knots – 0.9 litres per nm
40 knots – 1.0 litres per nm
50 knots – 1.3 litres per nm

Left: High quality stainless steel work. Right: Helm cut-away.

The Vipermax is of trailerable size but with off shore ability.
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Vipermax recovered well each time it 
negotiated a deep trough. 
 The hull’s pedigree was apparent and 
it was abundantly clear that its design 
was as relevant today as it was when it 
was fi rst brought to market. In fact, I’m 
sure any boat manufacturer would be 
proud to have such a great performer in 
their current stable. No doubt about it, 
this 6.8m hull still ‘cuts the mustard’ in 
all areas of performance and is equally 
happy cruising at moderate speeds as it 

is blistering along at speeds approaching 
60mph. 
 Earlier we mentioned some of 
Osprey’s design initiatives, many of 
which were ahead of their time. This 
2015 Vipermax, however, is more 
traditional fare in terms of its fi t-out. 
Although it does sport a new console 
design that is highly practical, at the 
same time it appears a little dated in its 
styling due to its fl at faces. Of course, it’s 
very much simpler and less expensive to 
construct a mould that has less curves 
or rounded sections to its surfaces. 
(In days gone by, it was often only the 
biggest companies with the deepest 
pockets that could afford to ‘tool up’ 
in order to develop their GRP styling 
beyond a variation on a ‘box’.) Modifi ed 
instrumentation positioning, along 
with the resiting of the helm control to 
prevent a fi nger getting trapped in the 
wheel, were among the observations I 

Osprey Vipermax

confi dence at the helm. The boat gave 
every impression that it was operating 

WE LIKE

Sturdy seagoing 

build with 

excellent sea-

keeping



sPecifications
Overall length: 6.8m
Overall beam: 2.6m
internal beam: 1.65m
dry weight: 1200kg
Capacity: 14 persons/1600kg
engine options: 1 or 2 outboard engines 
or single inboard
max hp: 225hp or 2 x 115hp
tube chambers: 5
tube material: Hypalon

Price  (inc vat)
as tested: (inc 2 x Ullman Biscaya seats) 
£51,280 (excluding Ullman seats) £45,050

contact
www.ospreyribs.co.uk
+44 (0) 1453 839103

Left to right: Traditional jockey pad with lumber supports; Console ‘glory hole’ & electrics installation; Narrow gangway going forward.

BOAT TEST
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sturdy, but very much reinforcing the 
tried and tested approach to RIB seating. 
An optional, removable rear beach seat 
for this model is available and Osprey 
are also well used to fitting Ullman 
suspension seating for those owners 
who wish to upgrade from the standard 
jockey seat option. 
 As for the boat’s other chief 
components, including its stainless steel 
work, its electrics/wiring, the transom 
moulding and the quality of the Hypalon 
sponsons, these are all sound and well 
executed. 
 In summary, I would say that this 6.8 
Vipermax is a highly capable seagoing 
vessel. It most certainly is not a boat 
that will break! It benefits from having 
one of the best hulls ever designed for 
a craft of this size and type. Its pedigree 
cannot be contested. The fit-out maybe 
more basic, but then again, in its favour, 
it’s highly functional and built for hard 
use at sea. If aesthetics or the latest in 
styling aren’t a massive priority for you, 
and you would prefer a sound boat 
that will take you anywhere and back 
again, then the Vipermax should feature 
on your shortlist. Furthermore, in the 
hands of Messrs Stevens and Goring, 
ardent RIB enthusiasts themselves, as 
a potential customer you know you’re 
going to be dealing with people who 
really understand what they’re talking 
about and moreover have an operation 
set up to deliver a customised, one-to-
one service. It’s good to see the Osprey 
name continuing and no doubt gaining 
further ground in the months and years 
to come. 

made in this area. Importantly, however, 
the combined ergonomics of the helm 
console and the seat caused one to feel 
secure, comfortable and fully in control 
of the vessel at all times. The console’s 
forward locker, which also houses 
the boat’s electrics, had yet to have its 
rearward, bulkhead panel liner installed 
– but no matter, it’s a great space, and 
this one detail yet to be addressed 
didn’t detract from the overall practical 
benefits of the unit. At least it was 
evident that the electrical installation 
was first class. 
 I have to say, though, that to my 
mind, the boat’s interior looked dated 
in comparison to where the market is 
today, and while it will still appeal to 
offshore types who perhaps are happy 
to put functionality above the latest 
styling, I doubt its appeal will be broad 
in terms of the pure leisure market. 
This critique applies to the crew jockey 
pods as well, I’m afraid – functional and 

When Osprey exhibited 
at RIBEX, their RIBs 
were always among the 
most exciting and well 
presented on display.

LiKes

   Sturdy seagoing build
   Good power to weight 
   Stand-out hull 
   Excellent seakeeping

disLiKes

   Dated styling to helm console
   Colour scheme more suited to semi- 

  commercial role 
   Improvements/refinements needed,  

  particularly to the positioning of the  
  wheel and throttle 

Osprey Vipermax



ThunderCat 
Racing
A Life Experience!
At the forefront of the 
largest powerboat racing 
series in the world, 
the Events Team at 
ThunderCat Racing UK HQ 
are developing an inspiring 
project that is changing 
people’s lives on and off 
the water. In this article we 
hear more from the inside 
about the season gone and 
plans for next year …

Who are we?
Here’s a quick round-up for those 
not in the know… P750, known 
as ThunderCat Racing, is a global 
infl atable catamaran powerboat race 
series whose roots started in South 
Africa over 30 years ago using white-
water rescue boats. Two crew sit in a 
4m boat with no seats, powered by a 
50hp tiller-controlled outboard motor, 
competing across three different 
course designs depending on the race 
locations and water conditions – surf, 
circuit and endurance. ThunderCat 
Racing is a non-profi t organisation 
that now boasts over 18 participating 
countries, all racing to the same set of 
rules published by the UIM – the world 
governing body. Meeting together like 
tribes across the globe at European and 
world championships, the cream of the 
crop battle like ‘tribal warriors’ on the 

water to become the world’s supreme 
racers. Malta staged the 2015 world 
championships and the next will be 
held in South Africa in 2017. Gibraltar 
hosted the Europeans in 2014 and 
Sweden will follow in 2016.

It’s all about the experience!
When you see the photos of the boats 
screaming through the air looking 
more like an aeroplane, for some 
it ignites the thrill seeker in them. 
ThunderCat Racing’s ethos utilises 
the events and network as a platform 
for promoting inclusivity and equality 
to people from diverse backgrounds. 
The scheme looks to provide unique 
experiences to ‘inspire, develop and 
challenge’, and there’s something for 
everyone – whether you’re a college 
student looking to improve your fi lm 
and media studies, recovering from 

life-threatening illnesses or disabilities 
and want a change of scenery to rebuild 
your confi dence, or simply aiming 
for personal development and to 
improve your skills. One of our key UK 
partners is the Endeavour Trust (www.
endeavourfund.co.uk), which has two 
competing teams, as well as personnel 
on land. They apply ThunderCat’s 
community and racing as a platform 
and tool for injured servicemen and 
veterans to develop their individual 
transition from service to civilian life.

Get involved!
How accessible is ThunderCat Racing 
compared to other sports? If you 
consider how many new teams signed 
up to the UK series last year – 12 to 
be precise – we would say very! It is, 
of course, a motor sport and they are 
not supposed to come cheap; however, 

Thundercats
ON THE WATER
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ThunderCat Racing has somehow 
broken that mould, especially when 
you consider the amount of excitement 
and level of competition out there. 
A second-hand package starts in the 
region of £3,000 and you can spend up 
to £8,500 for a brand-new race-ready 
boat. There are no expensive tyres to 
replace, motors are serviced once a year 
and a 25-litre fuel tank will last a day’s 
racing! To assist further, many teams 
seek and find sponsors as the sport is 
well publicised through various media 
channels. It’s also a two-man team, so if 
you can convince a like-minded friend, 
then ‘hey presto’ – the bills are split in 
two! 

Team Hoonigan - 2015 
Rookie Team of the Year!
So why is the sport proving to be so 
popular at the moment and what 
formula has ThunderCat Racing got that 
helps it to keep growing? Firstly, you get 
to wear a bright pink bib! Which may 
seem unusual, but even the hardiest of 
racers have donned the new uniform 
in support of bringing a spectator-
friendly attraction to the beaches. Team 
Hoonigan, who were lucky enough to 
secure a small amount of sponsorship 
from the Hampshire-based tea 
company Ahmad Tea, were fresh on the 
scene in 2015. Although the driver is an 
RNLI crewmember, they experienced 
something quite a bit different to what 
they were expecting. 
      Martin Tummuscheit, Hoonigan 
team manager, said: ‘The two boys, 
having come from a racing background 
scene, were looking for a new 

challenge. Both have excelled in motor-
cross championships and are keen 
motorcyclists, so they are no strangers 
to speed. Rob Davies [driver], who is 
also a highly competitive road rally 
driver, saw an advert about ThunderCat 
Racing being like moto X on water 
and also watched a lot of clips on 
YouTube. He decided that he wanted 
to have a go at ThunderCat racing .We 
contacted ThunderCat HQ and they 
explained everything we needed to do 
to get going. All we were short of at 
the time was a passenger, and that’s 
when we found Darren Phillips. Darren 
had never been on a boat till January, 
yet alone raced in one, but he was up 
for the challenge! After intense testing 
and training in the early part of the 
year, we were ready to go racing in 
Bournemouth. Little did we know what 

we were about to achieve. After a few 
nervous heats we managed to qualify 
in the top four for the final. We went on 
to win the final and claim a second on 
the podium on our opening race day. 
We managed to build on this all year as 
our experience grew – and thankfully 
so did our trophy collection. We 
closed our season with several podium 
finishes, with consistency always being 
our number one aim. We claimed 
third place in the British RYA P750 
Championship, second place in “Kings 
of Surf”, “Rookie Team of the Year”, 
and we are the first team to be awarded 
the “Jasper Trophy” – in memory of 
Jasper Montgomery-Swan – which was 
a great honour and very emotional for 
a new team. It truly was a season that 
showed that with the right help from 
the organisers and community and the 
dedication from you as a team, great 
results can be achieved.’

So who won the UK 2015 
Season?
By mid-season the 2015 RYA 
ThunderCat Racing Team 
Championship was looking like a 
formality for James Tapp and co-driver 
Ed Redman in Team Microlink (www.
microlinkpc.com), until their winning 
run was interrupted by Bligh Julius’s 
Team 33 Multispark Racing Products 
(www.multisparkracing.com). By the 
final two races held at Tolcarne Beach, 
Cornwall, the championship was going 
‘down to the wire’, with Tapp and 
Redman’s second place in the final 
round enough to secure them the Team 
Championship and Driver and Co-Driver 

Thundercats
ON THE WATER
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Next season is in place 
and set to be bigger and 
better yet again!!

titles. A typically understated Tapp 
commented on his fourth ThunderCat 
Racing title: ‘Team 33 pushed us hard in 
the second half of the season, making it 
really interesting. Ed and I have to thank 
Vee Ganjavian and Microlink for their 
fantastic support.’ Tapp hadn’t finished 
there, as, a few short weeks later, Ed 
and James secured the P750 Pro-Stock 
World Championship in Malta, then he 
travelled to Lake Coniston and added a 
World Speed record to his burgeoning 
trophy cabinet.

2015 RYA P750 Championship 
ThunderCat Team Championship 
1st   - Team 22   Microlink – James 
Tapp & Ed Redman
2nd  - Team 33   Team 33 / Multispark 
Racing Products Bligh - Julius & 
Charlie Hatfield
3rd   - Team 4     Hoonigan / Ahmad 
Tea - Rob Davies & Darren Phillips



started inflatable boat racing when he 
was 20, says: ‘I have now been involved 
for 12 years, and the series not only 
provides some of the most thrilling and 
addictive racing, but for me, a full-time 
occupation. I even met my wife through 
the series and now have two beautiful 
children. I’m not alone – many racers 
and officials have met their lifetime 
partners too! Plus I’ve been fortunate 
enough to have made lifelong friends 
from every corner of the globe.’  

What’s next?
ThunderCat Racing has a range of 
mediums to help you find out more 
and sign up. First stop is the website: 
www.thundercatracing.com. Are you 
a Facebook fan? Type ‘ThunderCat 
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Racing’ into Facebook’s search for 
global info or ‘ThunderCat Racing UK’ 
to join our page. Want to get involved? 
Sign up to our FB group. 

The Events Team are on hand in 
Southampton and can be contacted 
directly on 02380 240 388. Looking 
forward to seeing you in 2016!

What is to come in 2016?
Planning is in place for next season 
and it’s set to be bigger and better yet 
again – with the promise of hot tubs 
on the beach and a range of interactive 
experiences for visitors. Competition 
on the water grew in 2015 from 17 to 
29 teams, with many more interested 
for next year. With this comes great 
responsibility, not only for the 
organisers but for the teams too. ‘Safety 
is paramount,’ says Fiona Pascoe. ‘We 
like to be leaders, not followers, in this 
division, with a full-time rescue team 
who are not only surf specialists but 
trained to the high K38 standard. Those 
joining can relax in our no-nonsense 
education programme on safety, racing 
rules and looking after each other even 
under race conditions.’  

Feel the Love!
The community also provides 
opportunities to meet new friends, and 
maybe refresh your love life! James 
Tapp, the current world champion, who 

Thundercats
ON THE WATER

There are no expensive 
tyres to replace, 
motors are serviced 
once a year and a 
25-litre fuel tank will 
last a day’s racing!



ON THE WATER
Coniston Records Week

Vector Martini rosso needed 
to break Dean Gibbs’s 2013 Marathon 
Class A record of 125.32, but fell 
somewhat short, with Simon Powell 
posting a best speed of 120.46. The 
team tried everything to push the 
Mercury-powered Mannerfelt-designed 
hull faster, but at the end of the week, 
the inboard Immersed Propeller Mono 
was to be their sole consolation.
 The existing ThunderCat records 
had been scratched, allowing for new 
world records in Stock, Pro-Stock and 
Modified to be established.
 Chef Tom Williams-Hawkes, who 
trained under Gordon Ramsay and 
Michael Caines, pushed Broad Bean 
over the water to an average of 
66.92mph in Modified, while Pro-
Stock world champion James Tapp in 
Microlink/Ahmad Tea set a 62.99.
 Simon Matthews was the first 

to claim the Stock Class record at 
53.05mph, only for 18-year-old 
Connor Blackman to raise it to 55.24 
using Tapp’s Microlink/Ahmad Tea 
Aquarius hull.
 Jack Bobin and Jamie White took 

two boats to Coniston and came away 
from the event with four records. In an 
Evinrude-powered Phantom 19, they 
established the RYA National Class Z 
record at 65.69mph and National Club 
Class 2 at 66.72mph.
 In their stepped P19 G, which took 
them to a silver medal at the UIM 3A 
World Championships held in Sweden, 
they raised the Class 3A national 
record to 71.58mph and established 
the RYA National Club Class 3 record at 
71.00mph .
 To complete the offshore attempts, 
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The 45th running of the annual Records Week saw 
43 entries and included everything from the 40’ 
2015 Cowes Classic-winning Vector Martini Rosso 
to the 13’ Microlink/Ahmad Tea ThunderCat Pro-
Stock World Championship-winning boat.

 PHOTOGRAPHY BY Steve Mcdonald ©

Coniston Records Week



ON THE WATER
Coniston Records Week
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MAIN  Drew & Ali 
Langdon in Silverline, 

second overall Cowes-
Torquay-Cowes Race

John Donnelly and Kevin Burdock 
set the fi rst ‘offi cial’ Powerboat P1 
Superstock record at 68.54mph. 
 The third day of the event got 
underway with the largest stack of 
any morning in the 45-year history 
of the event with a total of 21 boats 
ready to hit the lake. One of those was 
Matt Palfreyman, who upped Keith 

Whittle’s S2000 speed from 129.28 
to in excess of 137mph in the same 
Jonathan Jones-built Dragon hull.
 This was to be the fastest run of the 
week, although sadly, Palfreyman’s 
Mercury Optimax didn’t conform to 
the S2000 rules and the superquick 
speed couldn’t be ratifi ed.
 Another hard-charging circuit racer, 

WORLD AND NATIONAL RECORDS

CLASS DRIVER MPH 

FR1000 Jim Noone 114.77

Runabout GP Alan Pickard 88.19

Runabout Superstock 1200 Alan Pickard 87.06

F4 Ben Morse 75.72

HR 850 Brian Block 74.59

PR 3000 Peter Hart 73.44

Ski Division F1 Graham Leech 70.21

P750 – Modi� ed Tom Williams-Hawkes 66.92

P750 – Pro-Stock James Tapp 62.99

P750 – Stock Connor Blackman 62.99

P750 – Stock Simon Matthews 54.62

UK NATIONAL RECORDS

CLASS DRIVER MPH 

Inboard Immersed Propeller Mono Shelley Jory-Leigh 114.67

Inboard Immersed Propeller Mono Mal Crease 113.00

Outboard Immersed Propeller Mono Peter Hart 109.44

Marathon Class C Dorian Gri�  th 83.49

Runabout Classic 2-Stroke Tony Warrington 73.75

O� shore Class 3A Jack Bobin 71.58

O� shore Club 3 Jack Bobin 71.00

P1 Superstock Kevin Burdock 68.54

P1 Superstock John Donnelly 66.73

O� shore Club 2 Jamie White 66.72

O� shore Club Z150 Jack Bobin 65.69

Clubman 1000 Mono Matt Wood 64.95

USA NATIONAL RECORDS

CLASS DRIVER MPH 

Marathon Class A Simon Powell 120.46

Ben Morse, kept the Union Jack fl ying 
when he raised the world F4 speed 
record to 75.72mph – and he partied 
like it was 1999 just after!
 The 2015 Coniston Records Week 
saw a total of 43 entries, with a fi nal 
tally of 11 World and Nationals and 12 
Nationals being broken or established. 



Greg Copp takes a nostalgic look at the Mark 1 and Mark 2 Fairline 
Targa 34 sports cruiser in his latest used boat test …

FairlinE TARGA 34

Fairline Targa 34
USED BOATS

I HAVE ALWAYS had 
a passion for the Targa 
range, but from a driver’s 
perspective, the 34 has 
always been my number one 
choice. Few sports cruisers 
drive like the Targa 34. This 
boat has a remarkable ability 
to handle like a two-berth 
sports boat, albeit a 34ft one. 
Like the whole range, this 
boat has a Bernard Olesinski 
variable deep-vee hull, with 
a formidable design and 
outstanding reputation for 
seakeeping and handling. 
Unlike a conventional deep-
vee hull with a transom 
deadrise angle of 20 degrees 
or more, the Fairline has a 
deadrise of just 18 degrees 
at the stern. However, it 
then increases quickly to 
around 25 degrees just 
aft of amidships, getting 
progressively sharper toward 
the bow.  
 The fi rst time I drove a 

Targa 34 has always stuck 
in my mind, as what started 
as an easy run from Poole 
to Portsmouth soon got 
lively as we drove into an 
increasing easterly off the 
Needles. The boat had no 
problems dealing with the 
heightening wave pattern 

that was trying to make an 
impact on the bow. Running 
through the confused waters 
of the Needles channel at 
30 knots that day was what 
powerboating is all about. 
Gunning the throttles to 
crest or cut through each 
wave was a joy with twin 

RUNNING COSTS
 MAINTENANCE

Expect to pay between £400 and £500 
per engine for a 100-hour service on 
any of the engine options, but servicing 
costs vary from dealer to dealer. Do not 
shy away from using a recommended 
and reputable independent engineer. 
The sterndrives ideally need to have 
a bellows service every second year if 
the boat is kept in the water most of 
the year. This can vary greatly in cost 
depending on parts, anodes and how 
long it has been in the water. There is 
also the cost of getting the boat lifted, 
so bear this in mind if you bring the boat 
ashore during the winter. 

2005 price: £119,950
This boat is keenly priced for 
one of the last Targa 34s with 
Volvo KAD300s. Last serviced 
in April 2015 with 380 logged, 
unusually this boat is licensed 
for, and has been used on, the 
Thames recently. In her previous 
life she was undoubtedly used at 
sea as she has an extensive array 
of navigational electronics by 
Raymarine, including radar and 
autopilot. Internally her condition 
is very good both in the cockpit 
and below. Like many of the later 
Targa 34s, she has the optional 
and very popular leather interior.
www.bateswharf.co.uk 

CHoiCe CuT
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285hp Volvo KAD300s, as the 
power-to-weight ratio meant 
I was able to deal with each 
wave accordingly. It might 
be built as a sports cruiser, 
but when you drive it in 
conditions like I encountered 
that day, you have no doubt 
there is a true offshore 
powerboat lurking within. 
As we headed east down the 
Solent in somewhat calmer 
but still feisty conditions, 
the GPS nudged that magical 
barrier of 40 knots.
 This hugely successful 
boat was built in large 
numbers – with a production 
run of 295 over a 10-year 
period ending in 2006. The 
fi rst version of the Targa 
34, known unoffi cially 
as the Mark 1, was built 
between 1996 and 1998. 

This model was powered 
by either twin 200hp Volvo 
ADP41s or 230hp Volvo 
KAD42/43s, both on duo-
prop sterndrives. There were 
four V8 petrol engine options 
ranging in size from 5.7L to 
8.2L (260hp to 425hp), but I 

The Mark I has a hidden drinks cabinet underneath the settee.

The helm on the Mark 2 has a lot more room for electronics.

Fairline Targa 34
USED BOATS

powerboatandrib.com  111

… The appeal of This boaT is JusT 
as Wide as When iT Was launched 
TWo decades ago.

 FUEL
Boats with KAD44s/
KAD300s will return 
around 2.5mpg at 28–
30 knots. The lower-
powered engines 
will not be more 
effi  cient in like-for-like 
conditions, however 
the consumption rate 
will be very similar.

Both boats have the same extensive cockpit layout.

The helm on the Mark 1 is a smaller set-up than on the Mark 2.

This Mark 1, like all Mark 1s, has an emerald green hull.

Though the side decks are only 
6” wide, the guard rails are tall.



have yet to come across one 
in the UK. If you want one of 
these swift rare beasts you 
might fi nd one in the Med 
or the States – and of course 
they will be a lot cheaper 
than a diesel boat. 
 All Mark 1s were built with 
an emerald green hull and 
have a different dash layout, 
including a bigger chart table 
than the subsequent Mark 
2. The Mark 1 also has a 
different internal layout, with 
a smaller forecabin, which is 
pretty much fi lled by a large 
convertible V berth. It also 
has a larger heads, including 
a separate shower cubicle. 
The main cabin is also 
slightly larger in the Mark 
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Build period: 1996 to 2006  
Designer: Bernard Olesinski
Berths: 4
Cabins: 2
Hull type: Variable deep vee 
rCD category: B for 10
Current value: From £110,000 to £170,000
Length overall: 10.51m (34ft 6in) 
Beam:  3.41m (11ft 2in)
Draught:  0.92m (3ft 0in)
Displacement: 6.4 tonnes (light)
Fuel capacity: 125 gallons (570 litres)
Water capacity: 51 gallons (232 litres)
Cruising range: 250 miles (depending on 
engine options) with a 20% reserve 

DATA FiLe This is the latest leather interior as off ered on the Mark 2.

The Mark 2 has an island berth and also more storage than the Mark 1.

The saloon on the Mark 2 is slightly bigger than on the Mark 1. 

1, with a deeper settee, a 
concealed drinks cabinet and 
a larger table. The Mark 2 
version has a larger forecabin 
complete with walk-around 
island berth and a lot more 
cabin storage. The downside 
is that this arrangement is 
not ideal for those taller 
than 6 foot, as your toes 
tend to hang off the island 
berth. In making this cabin 
larger, the heads is slightly 
smaller and the shower is 
not a proper self-contained 
affair. However, the Mark 
2 is far from cramped and 
benefi ts from a bigger galley. 
Headroom below in both 
versions is excellent – only 
the mid cabin lacks in this 

When iT comes To buying a boaT, 
There is a loT To be said for oWning 
someThing ThaT someone else Will 
ineviTably WanT To oWn Too.

The heads on the Mark 2 does not 
have a separate shower.

Fairline Targa 34
USED BOATS



> EnginE options
With the last Targa 34s built it is a case of whether you want to 
pay the extra premium that the 285hp Volvo KAD300 engines 
put on the value of the boat or opt for a cheaper boat powered 
by twin 260hp Volvo KAD44s. The earliest boats fitted with 230hp 
KAD42s/KAD43s or 200hp ADP41s will certainly cost a lot less but 
they will not offer the same driving experience. All engines are 
generally reliable, and the ADP41, though older, does not have a 
supercharger to contend with.

> stErndrivEs
The earlier-generation Volvo duo-prop sterndrive used on all 
the engine options of the Targa 34 is an efficient and effective 
sterndrive. However, most will have clocked up some hours by 
now and need to be checked carefully – ideally with a survey. 
One thing they are prone to is wear in the steering – particularly 
within the transom shield. This is easily discovered by trying to 
turn the sterndrives from side to side, as there should be little 
movement. 

> propEllErs
The most efficient propeller to use is stainless. With a clean 
hull you can expect up to another 2 knots and better fuel 
consumption. However, this will compound the issue of 
electrolysis, so you need to anticipate two lifts a year to keep tabs 
on the anodes. If you use the boat frequently, stainless propellers 
and a clean hull will pay dividends.

> Bow thrustEr
When buying a boat of this age it is worth checking whether 
it has had the bow thruster replaced with a newer-generation 
thruster at some point. Bow thrusters have come on leaps and 
bounds in recent years in terms of power, and an old thruster will 
have had a hard life. It would not be a bad move to upgrade an 
old thruster to a newer and much more powerful model.

The heads in the Mark 1 is bigger and has an enclosed shower.

department, though to be fair 
you can stand upright in the 
doorway. 
 What really makes the 
difference between the two 
versions is the power options. 
The post-1998 Mark 2 had 
260hp Volvo KAD44s and 
later 285hp Volvo KAD300s 
on offer, along with the 
petrol options. The increase 
in diesel power really made a 
difference to this boat. What 

> intErior
During the early 
years of the Targa 34 
the trend was fabric 
upholstery. Some 
boats will have been 
reupholstered with 
harder-wearing cream 
leather in keeping 
with the upholstery of 
later boats.

was swift became fast. The 
Mark 1 was good for 31 to 34 
knots depending on engines, 
while the Mark 2 was good 
for anything between 37 and 
40 knots. The very few built 
with 425hp petrol engines 
are likely to be the Mark 1 
version, and will make 44 
knots. 
 Engine access is good on 
the Mark 1 simply because 
it lacks a large but useful 

Fairline Targa 34
USED BOATS
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The Targa 34 proved to be a market 
leader while she was in production, 
not only because of her modern classic 
style, but also due to the quality of 
her construction and fit-out. The only 
recurring defect I found during my 
surveys was loose secondary bonding 
between the hull and bulkhead under 
the aft end of the port berth, and this is 
very easily repaired. 
 If you are looking at one of the older 
boats, the engine hours are probably 
going to be quite high, and so the 
maintenance/replacement history on 
the sterndrives should be studied, as 

they can require major work when they 
have run for more than 1,000 hours.
 The Volvo six-cylinder aftercooled 
diesel engine series that were installed 
in the Targa 34 are well-proven and 
generally robust engines, and if 
regularly maintained will provide many 
thousands of hours of service.
 Also look at the general standard 
of maintenance of all aspects of the 
boat as this will significantly affect the 
value and determine whether she will 
continue to provide enjoyable and 
trouble-free service.

The facT ThaT The Targa 34 survived so long is TesTamenT To 
iTs successful design, boTh physically and aesTheTically.
storage bin located on the 
engine bay bulkhead, which 
the Mark 2 is equipped with. 
Consequently engine access 
is a bit of a squeeze on the 
later boat, which is why 
some people have removed 
this storage cavity. It is a case 
of swings and roundabouts. 
The bin is very useful for all 
that cruising junk that you 
can’t resist keeping on board, 
and it is big enough for a 
tender outboard. Importantly 
it is easily accessed the 
moment you raise the engine 

hatch. You can work around 
it by sitting inside the engine 
bay on the starboard side and 
leaning over. Alternatively, 
if the boat has not been 
run recently you can stand 
between the bin and the 
engines. 
 The cockpit, like any 
good sports cruiser, is the 
boat’s focal point. With both 
versions of the Targa 34 you 
get the traditional layout 
of two seating areas. The 
forward seating area includes 
a wrap-around bench/

navigator seat to port and 
the helm to starboard. The 
aft seating area features a 
U-shaped seating/dinette area 
that can convert to a sun pad 
with an infill. Access to the 
boat is made all the easier 
by a deep and fairly wide 
bathing platform. Though its 
beam does not extend to the 
full width of the aft quarters, 
it is a lot better than many 
boats that pay lip service 
to the concept of boarding 
from a finger pontoon. Deck 
access is via 6” side decks 

accessed at the aft end of 
the cockpit. Though they are 
slim, they benefit from tall 
guard rails – something that 
sports cruisers often sacrifice 
for appearance. 
 Ten years is a long 
timeline for a sports cruiser 
as the drive for style and 
performance inevitably 
creates a demand for 
something new. The fact that 
the Targa 34 survived so long 
is testament to its successful 
design, both physically and 
aesthetically. With prices 
ranging from £70,000 to 
£130,000, the appeal of 
this boat is just as wide as 
when it was launched two 
decades ago. When it comes 
to buying a boat, there is 
a lot to be said for owning 
something that someone else 
will inevitably want to own 
too.  

Fairline Targa 34
USED BOATS
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> stainlEss props:
Stainless props are more 
efficient than alloy, but as 
you can see they take their 
toll on the anodes.
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Greg Copp examines an  exclusive and versatile bowrider like no other…

CHRIS CRAFT LAUNCH 22

Chris Craft Launch 22

THE AMERICAN-BUILT 
Chris Craft Launch 22 is 
not your stereotypical 
bowrider. Unlike its cheaper 
competitors, it is not a boat 
barely longer than it is wide 
– often fi lled with more 
people than life jackets. 
Its beautiful retrospective 
lines are reminiscent of 
the days when fast, sleek 
boats like this were called 
launches in earnest. Built 
on a deep-vee hull with 
a respectable transom 
deadrise of 20 degrees, 
this boat has a beam of 8ft 
3in and an overall length 
of 23ft 5in. Consequently 
it is wide enough to 
accommodate, yet rakish 
enough to perform when 
things get rough. The bow 
enjoys a considerable 
amount of fl are, which not 
only enhances its period 
looks, but actually keeps 
a lot of the sea out of the 

removable sun pad over the 
engine bay – an important 
feature on this type of boat. 
 Like the few examples on 
this side of the Atlantic, this 
particular boat has a 300hp 
Volvo 5.7GXI petrol engine, 
on a duo-prop sterndrive. 
This is a perfect match 
for the boat, giving a top 

speed of 46 knots and a 
cruising speed of 30 knots, 
and returning 3mpg while 
it does so. There are other 
engine options including 
a petrol 380hp 5.2L V8 
MerCruiser and a diesel 
240hp Yanmar, but the 
lighter weight and effi cient 
performance of the Volvo 

It is wide enough to accommodate, yet rakish enough to perform. 
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boat, especially the forward 
seating area.
 Chris Craft, and this 
model in particular, are thin 
on the ground in the UK, 
which, coupled to its build 
quality, serves to reduce 
depreciation. This yard 
has been building high-
quality sports boats for 
decades, and is considered 
to be one of the best US 
builders of sports boats. The 
Launch 22 is one of many 
capable offshore boats 
from Chris Craft that do 
not put appearance bottom 
of the design list. The boat 
featured in this article is 
the later incarnation of the 
Launch 22, which, unlike 
the fi rst models, no longer 
sports a transom walk-
through passage over the 
engine bay. The absence 
of this passage enhances 
engine access while giving 
you the option of fi tting a 

On the trailer the whole package 
is less than 2.5 tonnes.

USED BOATS



duo prop make the 5.7GXI 
a good choice for this boat. 
A diesel-powered Launch 
22 would be very out of 
character, which probably 
explains why I have come 
across very few sub-30ft 
Chris Crafts with diesel 
engines.
 This boat has the optional 
blue hull (£5,000 extra), 
which has proven a popular 
option on pretty much 
every Chris Craft I have 
seen, as these retro boats 

simply do not look right 
with a white hull. The 
standard of fi nish to the 
gelcoat is outstanding, and 
when you lift the engine 
hatch you fi nd that this 
quality is more than just 
skin-deep. The interior 
of the engine bay has a 
smooth gelcoat fi nish, 
and looking round the 
fi ttings the construction 
is no less impressive. All 
fuel hoses are double 
clamped, and the custom-

Its retro character is not just limited to its exterior.

Forward access is typically via a windscreen gate.

Chris Craft Launch 22
USED BOATS
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Chris Craft are known for attention to detail.

There is a cool box located under the rectangular deck hatch.Having plenty of length, the bow section is larger than on most bowriders. 

THESE BOATS ARE VERY WELL BUILT 
AND ARE CERTAINLY NOT KNOWN TO 
SUFFER STRUCTURAL PROBLEMS.

A sharp hull 
forefoot with 

plenty of flare.



> ENGINES
There are no less than eight engine options – four from 
Mercury, three from Volvo ranging in capacity from 
5.3L to 8.2L, and a 240hp diesel Yanmar. Power outputs 
vary from 300hp to 380hp and the sterndrive options 
are either the dual-prop Bravo 3X for Mercury/Yanmar 
options or Volvo duo props. The Volvo duo prop will 
be the most e�  cient drive, and, coupled to the 380hp 
6L Volvo V8 engine option, will probably be the most 
exciting version to helm. In this country, Volvo-powered 
boats will outnumber the few boats � tted with 
MerCruiser power plants. Unless the engine has very 
low hours with service records to back it up, make sure 
you get an engine survey done.

> HULL
These boats are very well built and are certainly not 
known to su� er structural problems. However, like any 
fast sports boat, stress cracking is the � rst thing to look 
for. This problem is easily identi� ed on boats with no 
antifouling as there are beaching scratches on the keel. 
If the boat is antifouled, look for damp streaks in the 
antifouling as soon as the boat has been lifted from the 
water. Stress cracks always hold moisture for a short 
time while the boat is drying. Needless to say, a survey 
is always a must.
 
> UPHOLSTERY
Open boats always su� er from upholstery wear 
eventually, no matter how well they are � nished. 
Bowriders are often used as ski and beach boats, 
meaning wet, salty people will be getting in and out of 
them frequently. As a result, look carefully in those less 
accessible places where water lingers.

POINTS TO CONSIDER

built wiring harness runs 
through corrugated fl exible 
conduits, with high-quality 
waterproof connections 
between all components. 
This is unusual as most 
boatbuilders simply use a 

wiring harness made by the 
engine manufacturer rather 
than producing their own.
 If you look behind the 
scenes you will fi nd that all 
external skin fi ttings bolt 
through thick aluminium 
backing plates – no bonded 
pieces of ply here. Digging 
deeper will reveal why this 
boat makes light work of 
heavy seas. The stringer 
matrix is a substantial 
affair, built to keep this 
sharp hull in shape if the 
sea gets rough. Access 
and storage in the engine 
bay are pretty good, with 
a removable bulkhead to 
keep the sun pad off the 
engine when stored.
 As a comfortable family 
craft that can stretch its 
legs when needed, this 
boat is pretty unique 
in this country. It does, 
however, appear quite 
expensive when you look 
at its cheaper competitors. 
However, you can’t help 
but think it is well worth 
paying the money – after 
all, isn’t boating often 
about purist exclusivity? 

Designer: Chris Craft
Hull type: Deep vee
Transom deadrise angle: 20 degrees
Current values: £35,000 to £50,000
Length overall: 23ft 5in (7.14m)
Beam: 8ft 3in (2.52m)
Draught: 2ft 11in (0.9m)
Displacement: 1800kg (depending on 
engine option)
Fuel capacity: 58 gallons
Cruising range: Depending on engine 
options – expect 170 miles with a 20% 
reserve at 30 knots with the 300hp 
Volvo GXI
Price: £45,000
Contact: www.bateswharf.co.uk

DATA FILE

Chris Craft Launch 22
USED BOATS

The gelcoat is of the highest standard – with no chalking.
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AS A COMFORTABLE FAMILY CRAFT THAT 
CAN STRETCH ITS LEGS WHEN NEEDED, 
THIS BOAT IS PRETTY UNIQUE IN THE UK.

Plenty of space in the engine bay, whatever the engine option.  

The retro lines are most 
striking at the stern.
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My invitation to taste 
the treasures of a 42ft 
Tremlett came through the 
delightful Diana Tremlett 
herself, who suggested 

acting as a crewmember on a classic 
Tremlett Offshore cruiser as well as 
dropping in to meet the family at 
their Odhams Wharf headquarters in 
Topsham on the River Clyst, a tributary 
of the Exe. 
 We began the meeting with a quick 
résumé of Chris Tremlett’s remarkable 
life and the history of the Tremlett 
company. ‘Chris was born in Halwill 
near Beaworthy, Devon in 1936,’ recalled 
Diana as we leafed through mountains 
of family and business memorabilia. ‘As 
a youngster he displayed a strong artistic 
streak and attended the Bryam Shaw 

School of Art in London, which gave 
him a strong foundation in drawing and 
design. Before we were married, Chris 
and I would meet in coffee bars and he’d 
sketch out his thoughts on boat design 
using scraps of paper. His mission was 
always “strength, seaworthiness and 
power”.’
  Curvature was paramount in Chris 
Tremlett’s designs, the shape of the sides 
of a grand piano influencing his thoughts 
on his early powerboats as he used 
light veneers in a cold-mould process to 
construct the hulls. In 1960, he rented a 
small shed to build a pram dinghy. When 
it was sold, Chris and Diana got married 
on the proceeds.
 Chris quickly moved on to employing 
the hot-moulding principle to 
manufacture his sports boats using an 

innovative technique involving a leather 
bag clamped over the hull form. The 
air was sucked out to create a vacuum, 
compressing the wood veneers before 
hot air was introduced to cure the glue.
 Significantly, in addition to his award-
winning sports craft, Chris Tremlett was 
also a world-class waterskier. ‘Customers 
then began asking for larger boats, and 
in 1967 he made the first GRP Tremlett,’ 
continued Diana. ‘The hulls were double 
skinned with a sandwich of expanding 
foam, this principle being used next on 
the 21ft sports cruiser, which featured 
a small cabin. Also, in the late 1960s, 
Chris began designing hydrofoils with a 
friend, Mark Simmonds, an aeronautical 
engineer.’
 In the 1970s, Tremlett moved into 
making larger 32ft and 40ft cabin-type 
cruisers. Then came the 42ft, 46ft and 
50ft-plus versions. These hulls were 
laid up using chopped GRP rovings 
mixed with resin sprayed into the 

Three Cheers for Chero  
CLASSIC BOAT
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Three Cheers for Chero  
Mike Taylor reports as he takes on the role of a 
crewmember on a classic Tremlett 42 MkII …



moulds using a gun. ‘Even in the mid 
1980s, all the engineering and fit-out 
were done here at Topsham,’ explained 
Diana. ‘Subcontracting would have 
been prohibitively expensive, while we 
wanted to maintain control of quality. 
The customers always had a big say in 
the design and fit-out of the interior. 
Our market sector lay between cheaper, 
strictly production line craft bought off 
the peg and hugely expensive purpose-
built boats.’
 Early in the 1970s, a Mauritius 
boatyard owner contacted Chris 
Tremlett, and took a 21ft and a 42ft back 
with him, building craft under licence. 
‘But Chris got bored with manufacture, 
his penchant was always design,’ Diana 
told us pensively. ‘During his last years 

when he became very ill, Chris was 
designing and testing a 15ft prototype for 
a 17kt motor sailor, which would have 
been 30–35 ft. Sadly, he died in January 
2008, aged 71.’
 Finally, Diana filled me in on the 
background to the craft I was scheduled 
to see. ‘Chero was built here at our 
yard in 1980. The price ex-works was 
£79,600 as the boat was being exported 
to Cyprus. She was fitted out with an 
autopilot, davits for a Flatacraft tender, a 
Honda 1.5hp generator, electric winch, 
an awning for the flybridge, an additional 
freezer and a second heads in the galley 
storeroom. She was later brought back 
here to Devon, and when the current 
owner Phil Wills and his father bought 
her they began a restoration programme. 
Today, she’s an excellent example of an 
Offshore Tremlett.’
 As I made my way down to the 
picturesque seaside resort of Torquay, 
Diana’s words were still strong in my 
memory. The plan was to spend the day 
with Phil Wills aboard his Tremlett 42 
MkII. As I approached, it was clear that 
her elegant classic lines form a strong 
foil for the shape of more modern 
cruisers at berth in the busy marina.  
 After our introductions, Phil showed 
me over his pride and joy. The Tremlett 
Offshore 42 version was launched in 
1977 at that year’s Boat Show, a direct 
descendant of the hot-moulded wooden 
40ft craft. Inside the main salon the 
layout is spacious and airy, with a 
wide bench seat for the interior helm 
position. Chero is a MkII, which benefits 
from an extra 2ft in the beam. As Diana 

explained, interior accommodation 
varied considerably as dictated by 
customer demands. Chero has two 
forward cabins with a heads alongside 
and room for further sleeping facilities in 
the main cabin.
 The hull form exudes Chris Tremlett’s 
experience with designing high-
speed deep-vee powerboats, including 
pronounced convex curvature to the 
underside sections. Three spray rails run 
almost the full length of the boat, the 
lower two melding into the hull form 
towards the stem. The topside sections 
are slightly concave and flared from 
the transom toward the bow – designed 
to give a dry ride in a head sea. Two 
knuckles in the topsides help stiffen 
the structure. The keel runs flat, rising 
toward a shapely raked stem. Early boats 
were supplied with twin 210 Ford Sabres, 
while later craft like Chero were given 
twin 235hp Volvo diesels.
 As we slipped the lines and made 
our way out into Torbay, it gave me a 
chance to gain a feel for Chero’s slow-
speed handling. Reaction to the helm is 
responsive, while her twin Volvos made 
light work in the confined spaces of the 
marina.
 With Torquay well behind us, we 
opened the throttles and Phil continued 
to tell me more about his links with 
Tremlett and Chero. ‘My first Tremlett 
was a 21ft Fisherman, which I bought 
with my parents,’ he explained. ‘Then 
we decided to go cruising and bought 
a 42ft Offshore MkI for the additional 
accommodation. We quickly became 
acquainted with her space, the 42 giving 

No wonder other boat owners admire Chero’s classic lines.

Three Cheers for Chero  
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Up on the flybridge 
there is an 
uninterrupted view 
all round, giving a 
strong sense of being 
in control of the craft.



giving her stability. Heel the helm over 
and Chero responds crisply. ‘For her 
size she is light to handle and responds 
well to the helm,’ agreed Phil as we 
passed Thatcher Rock on our way east. 
‘I always prefer to drive her from the 
flybridge position, even in poor weather 
conditions, because of the impressive 
all-round view. Visibility from the salon 
position is a little limited, especially 
when manoeuvring in a marina.’
 In the early days, Phil and his mum 
and dad used Chero to cruise to places 
like the Channel Islands. ‘With a 
maximum speed of around 27 knots, 
she’s ideal for that kind of passage. 
She holds 200 gallons of fuel, which 
is sufficient for a trip to Guernsey and 
back.’
 Settling down to enjoy Chero’s charms, 
it was clear that Phil still had great regard 
for his classic Tremlett. ‘She is very 
original, which says a lot for her build 
quality,’ he enthused. ‘She’s still running 

her Volvo 235 diesels, which were fitted 
when she was built. They show little sign 
of wear, with no leaks or appetite for 
burning oil.’
  During his ownership of Chero, Phil 
has experienced just two mishaps. ‘The 
first was when I was returning from 
Plymouth in a force 6 and decided to call 
in to Salcombe to ride out the weather,’ 
he explained. ‘As I approached the river 
mouth she was caught on a breaker, 
which tipped her over onto her starboard 
beam and I thought I’d lost her. As 
usual, I was driving from the bridge and 
used the starboard engine to power her 
round. The fact that she came upright 
again I put down to Chris Tremlett’s 
considerable skills as a naval architect in 
designing this boat.’
 Phi’s second mishap occurred off 
Teignmouth about 14 miles south of 
Exeter when some fishing nets became 
entangled with the props. ‘The damage 
was quite serious and tore the propeller 

us everything we needed. One day she 
was moored up in Torquay when the 
comedians Cannon and Ball happened 
to see her and offered such a good price 
that we couldn’t refuse it. We then began 
looking around for another Tremlett. 
In 1981, we went up to Southampton 
where a guy was building a Tremlett 
42 in his back garden. As a precaution 
we took a boatbuilder with us, and he 
looked closely at its condition and wasn’t 
impressed. On the way back to Devon, 
we called in to Tremlett’s boatyard and 
there was Chero. The yard had done 
some work on the hull, but she had yet 
to be antifouled, so it was still possible 
to see her overall condition. We were so 
impressed that we decided to buy her on 
the spot.’
 Up on the flybridge there is an 
uninterrupted view all round, giving 
a strong sense of being in control of 
the craft. Chris Tremlett’s experience 
with designing deep-vee craft is clear, 
as Chero responds to the throttles 
and easily comes up on the plane at 
a satisfying 20 knots, well within her 
performance comfort zone. She is not 
fitted with trim tabs, so as the speed 
increases the bow rises markedly.
 Her response to the wheel gives 
confidence in her manoeuvrability. 
On the day of our test the seas were 
conformably calm, and Chero took the 
slightly rolling swells in her stride, the 
graceful spray rails doing a good job in 
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Phil says of Chero that she is fantastic in a following sea.

Above: Left: Mike Taylor (Author) Right: Diana Tremlett, who married Chris just after his first boat was sold.
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The heads for the forward double berths.

The interior helm position has limited visibility especially when manoeuvring.

Home from home! The Mk11 version of the Tremlett 42 had a 2ft increase in beam.

OnbOard the classic cherO...P-brackets from the hull. I had to have 
replacement brackets, propellers, 
shafts and gearboxes. The bill came to 
a considerable £18,000. Luckily, the 
invoice was covered by my insurance 
company.’
 Talking of her handling qualities in 
less-than-ideal conditions, Phil says of 
Chero that she is fantastic in a following 
sea. ‘There have been times when the 
wave tops have been on a line with the 
radar mast,’ he grinned mischievously. 
 For most of her life, Chero was kept 
at Phil’s mooring facility, Starcross 
Moorings, on the River Exe. ‘Then 
around two and a half years ago I sold 
the moorings and now she’s kept at 
Torquay. I had the choice of location and 
picked a mooring position that overlooks 
Holden Pier; it has a nice view.’
 As we went about and ran back toward 
Torquay, we chatted about the pleasures 
and responsibilities of running an 
almost 40-year-old cruiser like Chero. 
‘I try to keep abreast of servicing and 
maintenance,’ he asserted. ‘For example, 
in 2014 she had a new canopy and 
dodgers, while in June this year she was 
slipped for about four weeks to have new 
seacocks fitted. As for the future, I’m 
thinking about having imitation teak laid 
for the decks.’
 As we entered the marina and tied 
up at her berth, it was clear that Phil 
still derives huge pleasure from owning 
his Tremlett 42. ‘She has given me a 
great deal of pleasure, but while I would 
happily take her out in a force 5 to 6 
when I was younger, confident that 
she could handle the swell, nowadays I 
prefer to keep to passages like we’ve had 
today.’ Clearly, Chero is a classic of her 
type and time. Only the other weekend, 
Phil recalled, a couple moored up 
alongside in a new Sealine came over to 
admire the Tremlett, saying: ‘What a nice 
boat.’ ‘They couldn’t believe that she’s 
still on her original engines and gelcoat,’ 
sighed Phil with satisfaction. ‘It’s a huge 
testament to Tremlett boats.’
 Our thanks go to Phil Wills and Diana 
and Katie Tremlett for their help with his 
article.

note: Author Charles Lawrence is in 
the process of publishing another in 
his series of well-researched books on 
powerboats. Chris Tremlett, the Man 
and his Boats will be available in early 
2016.
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WE HAVE TAKEN the bold decision not 
to winterise this year. Our boat will stay 
in commission. Fortunately, our Bayliner 
245 is surprisingly well equipped for basic 
living aboard. She came with shore power, 
a shower, toilet, hot water, galley, fridge, 
microwave and two sleeping areas. As 
long as she is connected to the mains via 
her shore power, she can continuously 
charge her engine and domestic batteries. 
So, in order to stay in use all winter, rather 
than hauling out, we concentrated on 
those essentials needed for living aboard. 

Alex Whittaker describes how he prepares 
his sports cruiser for winter cruising …

Winterising is for Wimps
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Winterising is 
for Wimps

was drilling the pristine hull for the new 
bilge pump skin � tting. Lee Mercer, of 
CML Marine, Conwy, did that bit for me 
cheaply, quickly and e�  ciently. 

BILGE PUMP
The 245’s existing factory-� tted bilge 
pumps are both manually switched. Since 
the plan was to stay in commission all 
winter, I decided to � t an automatic bilge 
pump. After much research, I chose an 
American Attwood Sahara pump. This 
has a capacity of 1100gph on 12V. It has 
a 1 1/8” output spigot for the piping, and 
draws around 4 amps. One local chandlery 
was asking £89. On eBay UK it was 
discounted to £59. It has a handy clip-o�  
strum box (strainer) and an even handier 
test knob. Thus you can satisfy yourself 
that all is in order before leaving port, or 
leaving the boat for a few days. I wired it 
directly to the 12V auxiliary (domestic) 
battery. So if the boat begins to � ll with 

DIY BILGE RATTING
The plan was to avoid chandlery prices 
wherever possible, and to do the labour 
myself. This involved a good bit of ‘bilge 
ratting’ – lots of climbing into the engine 
compartment to � t electrical items and 
route new wiring, plus a little bit of pump 
plumbing. The only task I farmed out 

No-nonsense float turns on the automatic bilge 
pump. Note test knob by wires.

Matching imperial spigots = happiness! Just 
needed to source tubing to match.

Bilge tubing needed a single stainless 
jubilee clip for each end.

Skin fitting sourced from eBay UK matches 
Bayliner’s original equipment. 

I had to put the bilge pump skin fitting where 
it could be accessed for drilling and fitting.

I tried both these proofing products. Huge 
cost differential. Verdict in the spring.

water, it operates even if the boat’s main 
12V isolation switch is in the o�  position. 
Note that this particular pump will still 
operate in the presence of oil in the 
bilge water, which some modern sensor 
pumps will not do. There is never any oil 
in my boat’s bilge, but in a cataclysmic 
o� shore emergency scenario I reckon 

PRACTICAL
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I fitted a fuse holder and a 6A fuse in the bilge 
pump’s +12V power line.

More logical than it first looked. Note mains buses 
for ground and neutral, plus helpful stickers.

Sikaflex marine sealant for the bilge pump 
plumbing and seating the new stereo speakers. 

I had to ‘mouse’ the cables through existing 
rubber grommets. Liquid soap helped.

that unconditional pumping would be 
a reassuring feature. I also liked the fact 
that, although the Sahara 1100 is fully 
automatic, there is a third wire that you 
can connect to an optional manual switch. 
I left mine on ‘Auto’, but I may rewire it to 
an override switch panel and buzzer at a 
later date. 

SKIN FITTING
The 245 has stylish stainless steel-capped 
nylon skin � ttings. With a bit of delving 
on eBay UK I bought a very similar bilge 
outlet for less than a tenner. A smear of 
Sika� ex sealant was applied to the nylon 
� ange before � tting. A £5 hole cutter 
in a £12 electric drill took less than two 
minutes to do the job. The new bilge 
outfall was � tted exactly in line with two 
existing hull � ttings in the hull to make a 
good match. 

12V WIRING
It was easier to make up a simple 12V 
wiring harness for the pump while sitting 
at the deck table, rather than rooting 
around in the bilge. I used car bullet 
connectors throughout, with 8mm battery 
tabs to match the spare connectors on 
the Bayliner’s auxiliary 110Ah battery 
terminals. I was careful to include an inline 
nylon car-type fuse holder with a 6-amp 
fuse in the +12V line. I prefer to crimp all 
such joints with a pair of modi� ed cheap 
heavy-duty side cutters. (I just ground 
down their cutting edges to make them 
a bit blunt.) This gives a better non-slip 
crimp than those cheap pressed steel 
crimping tools from the car shop or 
market stall. More precise and better 
leverage too. I put heat shrink insulation 
tubing over all the bullet joints, battery 
terminals and fuse holder connectors. 
 Since the boat has mains power I was 
able to use my heat gun to shrink the 
tubing. I deliberately do not solder such 
joints on my boats, because I have found 

that engine vibration can fatigue or snap 
them. I made sure that none of the pump 
connections were at the pump end of 
the harness. All wires were secured high 
up the engine bulkhead, well away from 
any bilge water. From a local chandlers I 
bought 3 metres of metric bilge tubing 
and I also bought two matching stainless 
steel jubilee clips. This little lot alone cost 
a staggering £28!

DECK MAINS SUPPLY
The plan was to augment the 245’s 
comfy cabin with all-weather access to 
the back deck. In fact, the (supplied) 
Bayliner camper canvas gives full standing 
headroom over the whole cockpit. We 

All wires were secured 
high up the engine 
bulkhead, well away 
from any bilge water.

PRACTICAL

could then be snug within this bright 
enclosure in winter daylight hours while 
awaiting the tide. I decided to add mains 
power to this back deck area for a fan 
heater. This could also drive a kettle and 
toaster for a pleasant breakfast. I did not 
want to cut any holes in my new boat 
to � t bulky waterproof mains sockets, 
nor did I want them surface-mounted in 
the cockpit. Therefore I decided to buy a 
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bottles of this pricey unguent had run out 
(at £29 each), I thought again. My mate 
Steve Potten had just reproofed the cover 
on his Ribeye RIB. He suggested a better 
idea. So we went to Halfords and bought 
a huge spray bottle of Fenwicks proofer. 
Steve also suggested that I should use a 
new 2” paintbrush to work the sprayed-on 
proofer into the fabric. This worked a treat 
– much better than the original Starbrite 
spray bottle approach. Since I have 
now proofed each of the biminis with a 
di� erent proofer, I will be able to tell you 
which worked best next spring.

ZIP LUBE
Messing with cold zips and studs in winter 
is a nightmare, so I took this opportunity 
to lubricate all hood studs and zippers 
with Starbrite silicon lube. Excellent 
product.
 Shore power mains consumer panel
The 245 left the factory with shore power, 
and since my boat was ‘export spec’ it 
already had approved UK mains wiring 
� tted by the English importer. Luckily 
for my plans, this consumer panel had 

two spare switched and tripped outputs 
available at an appropriate amperage. I 
disconnected the mains power from the 
boat at the pontoon, and then delved 
behind the consumer panel. At � rst glance 
it was a bit intimidating. There were wires 
everywhere – not quite a bird’s nest, but 
pretty free form. I expected I would need 
my meter to do a lot of tracing. However, 
someone in the Bayliner factory had 
meticulously tabbed each and every wire 
with its function. There were also two very 
clearly stickered mains power buses, one 
for ground (earth) and one for neutral. An 
additional Bayliner export code sticker 
told me that what we might call ‘live’ was 

ready-made portable Sunncamp mains 
‘camping’ box. This tough mains trailer 
socket has three outlets and cost £40. It is 
safe and splashproof and has full internal 
earth circuit leakage protection (ELCB), 
as well as a resettable MCB current trip 
device (visit www.sunncamp.com). This 
now lives in the Bayliner’s transom ‘boot’ 
and can be slipped out when needed. 
Fitting this just required drilling a single 
10mm cable hole from inside the boot 
down into the engine compartment. 
Thence, via existing trunking, I routed the 
cable to the mains consumer panel in the 
galley. This was a bit of overkill, since the 
galley’s mains consumer panel already has 
resettable fuse trips.

CAMPER CANVAS
Fitting the camper canvas looked a simple 
job – take o�  the summer ‘slant’ canvas 
cover over the cockpit, and then replace 
it with the Bayliner’s large and high 
‘double bimini’ cockpit enclosure. In fact, 
it took the best part of a day to proof the 
camper enclosure for winter, and then to 
� t the hood frame, both biminis and the 
transparent side curtains. I found it very 
helpful to cover the zips with masking 
tape before reproo� ng the cover. This 
stops the proofer liquid from clogging 
the zips. I used Starbrite waterpoofer for 
the � rst of the two biminis. Unfortunately, 
the supplied spray bottle proved a very 
poor way of applying this astoundingly 
expensive liquid. After one and a half 

PRACTICAL
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I sealed the zips with masking tape before 
applying the canvas proofer.

Starbrite -lubing all the zips and press studs 
for the winter. (Photo Steve Potten)

My mate Steve Potten (5’ 11”) gives scale to the 
ballroom that is the Bayliner camper canvas.

Slant cover was superb for the summer, less convenient in the winter.

Messing with cold zips 
and studs in winter 
is a nightmare, so I 
took this opportunity 
to lubricate all hood 
studs and zippers with 
Starbrite silicon lube.

First coat of proofer on one of the bimini tops 
looked dodgy. Fear not, it dried superbly well.
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in the event of a really bad cold snap, I 
knew how to dump all the water from the 
engine block, the calori� er, the shower, 
the sink pipes, the fresh water tank and 
the engine water pump; however, my 
new winter strategy involved � tting anti-

frost greenhouse-style tube heaters and 
leaving the plumbing functional. I sited 
the two 3ft-long 135W engine heaters 
very low, on either side of the block, and 
right under the boat’s water tanks. This 
gentle and economic heat would also 

termed ‘HOT’. Counter-intuitively for this 
Englishman, such live wires were coded 
black, but this did not matter. I now knew 
the wiring code, and only had to make o�  
the live, neutral and earth connections 
with crimped and screwed terminals. 
I used heat shrink tubing on all visible 
connections too. The hardest bit was 
physically routing the two new mains 
cables in from the back deck, through a 
handy duct over the rear sleeper berth, 
and into the galley. I used a ‘mouse’ (a 
short length of spare wire) taped to the 
main wire to pull the new cable through 
the ducting. At the choke points, I had 

PRACTICAL
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Mains consumer panel. I connected my new 
cables to two unused circuit breakers.

Luckily the galley consumer panel had two 
unused circuit breakers. Note ‘HOT’ sticker.

Bread-and-butter Aquatronics boat stereo (below) was converted to Bluetooth streaming.

Bilge ratting - fitting low-wattage anti-frost tube heaters in the engine compartment.

One of the tube heaters was fitted here, below 
the water tanks, close to the engine block, and 
above bilge water.

to lube the new cables with liquid soap 
to get them through existing rubber 
grommets, but all was well. The moral is: 
take your time, study the existing wiring 
in detail, learn to be a contortionist, and 
all will be well. Of course, if you are not 
utterly con� dent, pay an electrician.

ENGINE COMPARTMENT 
MAINS SUPPLY
This was necessary to power the low-
wattage electric heaters below the engine 
block. Since this second mains socket 
would always be out of the weather, in a 
sealed compartment above the engine, 
it did not need to be splashproof. It, too, 
was connected back to the galley’s mains 
consumer panel.

ENGINE COMPARTMENT 
HEATERS
For the � rst time with any of my sea 
boats, I was not going to fully winterise 
the engine. True, I satis� ed myself that, 

The plan was to avoid 
chandlery prices 
wherever possible, and 
to do the labour myself.
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THE COST

Almost complete. New Sony waterproof 
speakers just need their plastic covers 
over the screw heads.

Playing and controlling music from 
smartphone to boat stereo via Bluetooth. 
Existing wired remote in background.

Panel removed, all the mains wires proved 
to be meticulously marked in the factory.

The 245 compact but comfortable cabin, complete with Mrs Whittaker’s new ‘smart’ TV.

warm the calori� er and the back deck 
shower � ttings just enough not to freeze. 
I bought a TH-928T mains thermostat to 
control these heaters, powered by the 
new engine compartment mains trailer 
socket. All these bits came from eBay UK. 

SMART TV+DVD
Short winter cruising days mean long 
winter nights in the marina, so access 
to entertainment is important. Luckily 
Deganwy Quay Marina has broadband Wi-
Fi. This drives our boat’s new smart TV/DVD 
– only £120 from Tesco. We also use a £20 
compact mains-powered indoor terrestrial 
aerial, hidden behind the TV, again from 
Tesco. This does not need any holes in the 
boat and even in our deep-dock marina 
gets great digital terrestrial signals.

TUNES
One of the waterproof stereo speakers 
on the back deck was a bit crackly. I 

bought two similar, but better, white 
Sony 6.5” waterproof speakers via eBay 
UK. It was tricky riving the old speakers 
out since they had been well mastic’d 
in at the factory. Of course, the chances 
of the existing speaker mounting holes 
on the boat matching the pitch circle 
diameter (PCD) of the new speakers was 
slim. I managed to fettle it all eventually, 
however, using a battery-powered hand 
drill, and some fresh Sika� ex. 

BLUETOOTH STREAMING
The Bayliner’s stereo’s only weakness is 
having a single CD slot. This greatly limits 
its � exibility. I decided that I wanted to 
play my iTunes music collection directly 

Attwood 1100 Sahara 12V bilge pump £59

Safeboat s/s and nylon skin � tting £11

Fitting of skin labour cost £10

Bilge tubing and two 30-40mm jubilee clips £28

Starbrite canvas proofer £29

Halfords/Fenwicks canvas proofer £10

Starbrite silicon zipper and stud lube £8

Sika� ex marine adhesive sealant £15

DIY wiring harness including fuse holder £10

Engine spray white lithium £6

Engine spray WD 30 £5

Masking tape £3

Camping mains 3-outlet trailing socket £40

Mains 4-outlet rubber trailing socket £8

Mains greenhouse 3-feet/135 W electric tube 
heaters £42 

Thermo guard mains plug-in thermostat £18

Fan heater 2kW electric  £10

Smart TV+CD £129

Sony stereo waterproof 6.5” speakers £54

Car crimp connector set £3

Cobra 12V Bluetooth music receiver £20

(includes internal battery and all audio and 
charge leads)

 TOTAL SPEND= £518

Prices rounded up to nearest pound, and include 
any postage and packing from eBay UK. Other 
items, including tapes, heat shrink and connectors, 
were from my bosun’s bag.

from my smartphone through the boat 
stereo. In this way, the smartphone would 
also become a remote control for the 
stereo. After much research, I settled on a 
Cobra Bluetooth receiver. This intercepts 
iTunes music being beamed via Bluetooth 
from my iPhone and converts it into an 
ordinary audio signal, which plugs directly 
into the boat stereo’s AUX input. The tiny 
Cobra AirWave Blutooth receiver contains 
a large-capacity internal battery, which 
keeps it going, even when not being 
charged from the galley’s 12V DC outlet. 
Now we can lounge anywhere on the boat 
and select music from any crew member’s 
laptop, iPad, Android device, Google 
device or smartphone (not just Mac). So, 
as long as it is Bluetooth compatible, you 
are in business. Great bit of kit – about £20 
from Force 4 Chandlery by mail order. 
 After all these additions, we were now 
ready for some pukka winter cruising. 
Watch this space …
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TradiTionally, anyone wanting to 
get hands-on experience of firefighting 
aboard a boat needed to take part in 
the STCW95, a week-long course costing 
upwards of £1,000. It’s a requirement for all 
crew aboard superyachts and commercial 
vessels, so that should it come down to 
it, the crew can react quickly and safely in 
any emergency. Much of what is covered 
in that course, such as launching a life raft, 
using flares and being rescued by a boat 
or helicopter, is covered in the popular 
Sea Survival course. But fire on board is 
something rarely touched on, and even 
when it is, it’s just the theory of which fire 
extinguisher to use.    
 RYA-accredited training centre Vortec 
Marine has bought the fire-training centre 
previously owned by the RNLI and brought 
it into its own Safety at Sea courses, giving 
boaters the chance to put all that theory 
into practice and, vitally, experience the 
difficulties first-hand. PBR went along to 
find out what the course entails. 
 The course starts off by covering basic 

knowledge about fire extinguishers and 
other fire-extinguishing devices including 
blankets, how they are used, which type to 
use when tackling fires and, crucially, the 
dangers of using one in a confined space. 
 Water and foam aren’t suitable for 
electrical fires, and CO2 has no post-fire 
protection, so it can reignite. Boats don’t 
usually have the space for a selection of 
extinguishers, so it is often about picking 
the best compromise and coping with that. 
The Vortec instructor doesn’t tell you what 
to do on your own boat, but talks about 
the options and allows you to come to your 
own decision. Ours was that power was the 
best all-rounder. The instructor nodded, 
but told us to try it. Just a short blast 
outside and everyone was quickly aware of 
the breathing difficulties that it presents. 
The thought of setting it off below decks 
is unbearable. That really has to be the 
last resort, as the cabin will be thick with 
aerated powder, let alone the smoke from 
the fire. Anyone caught in the way will 
choke. This is a good example of why it’s 

advisable to also have a separate VHF up 
on deck.
 The number of attendees on the 
course is kept low to represent a real-
life situation, and also enables them to 
receive bespoke advice on fire safety on 
board their own boats. One chap had 
recently taken delivery of a new Oyster 
sailing yacht, and he talked about the 
risks on board. He was advised to install 
coverable holes in the engine room, 
allowing extinguisher access to any 
engine fire while avoiding flooding the fire 
with oxygen and giving the fumes an easy 
route into the main cabin of the boat. It is 
also worth noting that spraying a power 
extinguisher onto a running engine will 
likely seize it, rendering it useless. At the 
time it might not seem important, but 
that could be your only form of power, 
resulting in you and the boat being 
stranded at sea.
 With the theory out of the way, we 
donned fire suits and entered the ex-
RNLI training pod. The main door leads 
into an empty room that has access to 
the engine room and a ladder up to the 
bridge. After brief instruction on how to 
control the alarms on the bridge, we took 
positions. The radar screen burst into 
flames. The navigator attempted to silence 
the excruciating alarm, while the other 
crewman attempted to extinguish the fire. 
What seemed initially a simple task turned 
out to be incredibly difficult. The flickering 
light and panic caused the navigator to 
struggle to find the flashing light and 
turn off the alarm, while removing the 
extinguisher’s pin proved to be nigh-on 

Could You Deal With 
a Fire Aboard?
What would you do in the event of a fire on board? 
Greg Goulding finds out first-hand.
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impossible. Within a few seconds the 
entire bridge was incredibly hot, with the 
flames overpowering everyone inside. We 
managed to exit quickly through the door 
onto the flybridge to get some air. 
 Our attempt was shameful. Had it been 
a real-life situation things might not have 
ended so well. So over and over again 
we tried until a new alarm sounded. A 
stopcock had failed, flooding the lower 
level. Armed with the bag of emergency 
bungs, the navigator clambered down 
the companionway to plug the hole. In 
this scenario the air-conditioning unit 
had broken, leaving five different-shaped 
holes with water gushing through. It was 
a real challenge to get the bungs into the 
holes with such a pressure behind. 
 With the room now under 12 inches 
of water, the holes were blocked and 
the crewman headed back up, soaked in 
water. During the water fight the engine 
had burst into flames, so he was sent 
back down. Before opening the door he 
checked the temperature of the wall, and 
looked through a spy hatch to find out 
whether it was safe to enter. The fire was 
small, so he was able to get inside and 
quickly extinguish it and return upstairs 
for a well-earned break.
 Once the instructors were happy that 
we had mastered the reaction to a fire, we 
were allowed to finish, but not before a 
smoke demonstration. All the fires we had 
tackled were simulated by gas burners, 
so they produced no real smoke or fumes 
that would cause problems. In reality, the 
fires would be burning plastic, wood and 
anything caught in the way. Smoke would 
be filling the bridge, reducing visibility 
and creating an environment that would 
make breathing almost impossible. Using 
artificial smoke (the same stuff that is 
used in nightclubs), the room was filled. 
Unlike real smoke, it sank. Rather than 
crouching to escape it, we had to stand. 
But the effect was the same, showing how 
the smoke, while it would cause breaking 
difficulties, protects from heat. The fire 
was running at full power at the same 
time, so when crouching in the smoke we 
couldn’t see, but were protected from the 
heat. Stand up and it was more than 55°C. 
We were wearing safety clothes protecting 
our bodies, but our faces remained open 
to the elements, and it felt as if we were 
being soaked in boiling water. Never had 
I experienced such heat. It just goes to 
show that if you get stuck on a boat that 
catches fire, the conditions that you’ll 
endure will be incredible.    

The navigator sends out a Mayday as 
another crewmember extinguishes the fire.

The radar is engulfed in flames and 
soon heating up the room.

The bungs are in.

Temperature at 53°C and rising.

It took more effort than expected to 
extinguish the fire.

Hammering the bungs in with high 
water pressure is a challenge.

Smoke rises, but this vapour smoke shows effect.

The group talk about what went wrong.

Pros

  First-hand experience of fire
  Qualified instructors
  Just half a day

Cons

  Not an official qualification like STCW95
  Intense heat will be unbearable for some
  The faint-hearted may find it a scary 

raTing: 9/10

PriCe
 From £75 per person based on four attending

ConTaCT 
Vortec Marine
Tel: 01489 854850
Web: www.vortecmarine.com

our verdict
This was a real learning curve for me. 
I’ve covered fire theory on various 
boating courses, and even let off a few 
extinguishers. But never had I felt first-hand 
how difficult it could be to tackle a real fire. 
I’ve always been a bit lax when it comes 
to fire, thinking that should it happen, 
how hard can it be to find your way out 
and grab an extinguisher? The answer is: 
very. The real lesson, though, was that I 
really don’t want to be in the situation of 
having to fight a fire, so making sure that 
the risks are low is the first way to fix that. 
But ensuring that the boat is well prepared 
for any eventuality is also vital. The course 
is very worthwhile and was also a great 
experience, so you could even get a few 
friends together and treat it as a day out. 

Fire at sea
FIRE SAFETY
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RYA
w i t h

K a r e n z a
m o r t o n

Whether you are a recreational driver 
or provide a professional service, the same 
applies: if your boat and engine aren’t 
well cared for or regularly maintained, you 
could be looking at frustrating periods off 
the water or a lot of unforeseen expense.
 Wherever you are in the world, whatever 
waters you are operating on, your RIB 
and engine will experience a multitude 
of extremes, from temperatures to loads, 
RPMs, salt water, sun exposure and 
humidity, while fuel quality also varies 
across the globe. All of these factors 
contribute significantly to the chance 
of sudden equipment failure or more 
long-term wear and tear that could prove 
costly, not just in cash terms but also in 
potentially compromising safety.
 Take the British sailing team’s 
preparations for Rio 2016, for example. 
For around 30 years, Britain’s Olympic and 

Paralympic sailors have been supported 
by Yamaha, with the team RIBs currently 
supplied with some 50, mainly 70hp, 
engines that travel to events all over the 
world providing coach boat support in 
Britain’s sailors’ quest for gold. However, 
every venue provides different challenges, 
and Rio is up there among the trickiest, 
with the ethanol content in the fuel and 
local environmental factors all posing 
unique tribulations to coaches in keeping 
team RIBs performing optimally.
 Ed Stevens, new business sales manager 
at Yamaha Motor (UK) Ltd, has been 
working with the RYA and British sailing 
team coaches to help them gain a greater 
understanding of how the boats and 
outboards function, and of the routine 
maintenance required for Rio, including 
stripping down engines and clearing 
fuel systems. But as Ed explains, knowing 

your RIB and engine, and grasping the 
mechanical implications of the particular 
conditions you are operating in, matters 
to every driver.
He said: ‘Rio is a world away from what 
the coaches know from Weymouth, or 
the challenges they faced in Qingdao 
for the 2008 Games, for example. This 
is why there can’t be a “one cap fits all” 
approach to RIB care and maintenance, 
but rather a checklist of things to keep 
an eye on and address, particularly in the 
context of where the boat most recently 
or most frequently has been operating. 
Maintenance doesn’t need to be difficult 
or expensive, but spending time ensuring 
your outboard’s in good working order 
means you should have more trouble-free 
use on the water and your boat will be 
ready to use when you want, without the 
worry of whether it will work or not. It is 
also a lot easier and less costly to maintain 
than it is to repair a boat and engine, and 
good-condition equipment preserves a 
higher resell value.’
 So what should you be looking out 
for? Yamaha recommend doing a boat 

When it comes to things that can damage your 
RIB and outboard, there is plenty you can do to 
help your equipment deal with the challenges 
that operating in harsh maritime environments 
presents, as the RYA’s Karenza Morton explains …

RIB Care and Maintenance
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equivalent of a pilot’s pre-fl ight walk 
around every time you go afl oat. Their 
‘Pre-Launch Checklist’ includes checking 
engine oil level and colour, fuel system 
leaks (visual and a ‘sniff  test’), fuel level for 
your trip (1/3 out, 1/3 return, 1/3 spare), 
ensuring battery connections are clean 
and tight, and checking the propeller for 
damage, the shaft for debris and prop nut 
torque. Things like bilge pump, 
drain plug, anode, scuppers 
and other gauge checks are 
also included.
 But if prevention is 
better than cure, then 
real care and attention 
is ongoing. Corrosion 
prevention, for example, 
is something only you 
can do. Sea, fresh and even 
rain water all present a threat, 
while dry corrosion, caused by 
sulphate salts created as a by-product of 
burning today’s ethanol-enhanced fuel, 
is also a concern. Corrosion can occur 
anywhere inside or outside your outboard, 
so treating exposed surfaces and fl ushing 
your engine with clean water after each 
trip are critical in stopping the build-up 
of salt(s) and other contaminants and 
keeping the cooling systems clear.
 According to Yamaha, fuel and fuel 
systems are the biggest source of engine 
trouble. From checking hoses and 
connections for leaks or cracks to correct 
fi ltration and perhaps using fuel additives, 
fuel system maintenance is never time 
wasted. Ethanol in fuel attracts water 
molecules. When the water concentration 

in your fuel tank reaches just 0.5%, water 
molecules bond with the alcohol and 
sink to the bottom of the tank, where fuel 
pickup takes place. Ethanol’s eff ect as a 
solvent is also problematic.
 Installing the correct fuel/water 
separating fi lter in the fuel line is a major 
defence in keeping fuel clean, while 

knowing where to fi nd and how 
to clean and/or service or 

change your engine’s other 
fuel fi lters, including 

the primary on-
engine fi lter, vapour 
separator tank 

(VST) fi lter, in-line fi lter and fuel injector 
screen, is key. How often a fi lter should 
be replaced will depend on the fi lter and 
clarity of your fuel. If in doubt, contact 
your authorised Yamaha dealer.
 Meanwhile, using the correct/
recommended oil and fi lter at the 
required service intervals is the single 
most important thing you can do for 
your outboard. (While your engine is still 
under warranty, OEM fi lters and Yamalube 
marine oil should be used.)  Always use a 
marine-specifi c motor oil and be aware 
that marine engine requirements diff er 
from four-stroke to two-stroke engines. 
Oil fi lters may also look pretty much of a 
muchness from the outside, but it is what 
is inside that counts.
 Electrics and water are not happy 
bedfellows, yet as boats and engines 
have got ever more technical, so on-
board electrical systems have become 
increasingly complex. Corrosion or other 
grime can severely impede voltage 
transmission, so conducting visual checks 
of wires, connections and batteries is 
important, while an ohmmeter can help 
diagnose internal corrosion by testing for 
excessive resistance.
 This can also impact on your boat’s 

torque. Things like bilge pump, 

rain water all present a threat, 

to clean and/or service or 
change your engine’s other 

fuel fi lters, including 

… if prevention is better 
than cure, then real care and 
attention is ongoing.
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electro-hydraulic power trim and tilt 
unit, which alters your outboard’s 
thrust angle for optimum engine and 
boat performance. In almost constant 
contact with water, positioned inside the 
engine bracket, PT&T unit TLC should 
be included in your regular fl ush and 
washdown routine. Every now and then, 
grease the top of the trim rams and keep 
them fully retracted when not in use to 
help fi ght corrosion. Also be aware that 
if fl uid appears on the outside of the 
PT&T unit, or your outboard won’t stay 
tilted up, its seals and/or internal valves 
may need to be inspected and replaced 
or repaired. D on’t forget lower-unit and 
gear lubrication, water pumps, belts and 
hoses, spark plugs, air intake passages, 

thermostats and pop-off  valves, and even 
keep a spare prop on board in your RIB 
care and maintenance armoury.
 As Ed concludes: ‘Just taking pride in 
your boat’s appearance, performance 
and storage will contribute massively to 
its protection and preservation. No one 

MAINTENANCE MATTERS

Yamaha’s comprehensive care and 
maintenance mini-site, ‘Maintenance 
Matters – A Simple Guide for 
the Longevity of Your Outboard’, 
featuring tips, advice and videos, 
can be found at http://maintenance.
yamahaoutboards.com.  

knows your boat and engine like you 
do, and many drivers instinctively know 
when something does not look, feel, 
sound or smell right. The more regular 
inspections and routine maintenance 
you carry out little and often, the more 
familiar you become with your boat 
and outboard’s nuances, enhancing 
their lifespan and your enjoyment, 
eff ectiveness and safety on the water.’

Just taking pride in your boat’s appearance, 
performance and storage will contribute 
massively to its protection and preservation.

Detail drawing of Yamaha V4 engine

Air intakes leading to combustion chambers.
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WHETHER YOUR BOAT has been sitting 
on your driveway, in the garage or down 
at the marina, there is no better time than 
a sunny spring day to get stuck into the 
variety of jobs that always need doing 
before the season starts. Having spent 
many spring days with boats to prepare for 
the season ahead, we thought we’d share 
some of the lessons learnt and help you 
create a ‘to do’ list to get you going.
 Almost certainly the boat is going to 
need a good clean and a polish. There 
are numerous great products out there, 
including household ones, that do a really 
good job. I’ve found from cleaning many 
boats that one of the best tools to use 
(both for GRP and RIB tubes) to get those 
stubborn little marks o�  are those green 
scouring pads that you get from any 

supermarket. You can rub marks for ages 
with a sponge and cleaner, but use one 
of these pads and the marks will almost 
always come o�  straight away. 
 With RIB tubes or GRP you will want to 
strip back any previous protection product 
that is on the surface, so use the scourer 
gently all over the tubes/hull. After you 
have done this, the tubes/hull should be 
a dull matt; they are now ready to add 
a few layers of RIB protection (or in the 
case of GRP, polish). Make sure you buy a 
really decent marine product, and I always 
like to treat tubes to three or more coats. 
Do it well and the tubes will still look the 
same in six months. A gentle tidy up and 
more treatment and they’ll last another six 
months. 
 Rust stains on GRP are either easy to 
get out or take ages – the di� erence is 
the cleaner you use. Buy a specialist rust 
remover and follow the instructions, but 
also use one of the scouring pads to work 
the � uid into the stain and into those hard-

to-get-to places. Spraying with water will 
then wash the rust o� .
 Over time, hulls tend to become 
discoloured from being in the water. There 
are various products out there, but the 
ones containing oxalic acid seem to do 
the best job. You can rub for hours with a 
sponge and soap – or use a garden sprayer 

As spring arrives, those that have not been on the water 
right through the winter will be starting to shake off  the 
boating cobwebs and get their boat ready for the long hot 
summer ahead … So what jobs should be on that ‘to do’ list?

PAUL GLATZEL:
Paul Glatzel is an RYA 
powerboat trainer 
and wrote the RYA 
Powerboat Handbook 
and the RYA Advanced 
Powerboat Handbook. 
He runs Powerboat 
Training UK in Poole 
and Lymington (www.
powerboattraininguk.
co.uk) and is a sea 
safety advisor for the 
RNLI.
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get out or take ages – the di� erence is 
the cleaner you use. Buy a specialist rust 

also use one of the scouring pads to work 
the � uid into the stain and into those hard-
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to spray the hull cleaner over the hull, 
then just wash o�  a few minutes later … 
Amazing!
 If you have vinyl seats that are marked, 
make sure you only use products that are 
pretty ‘gentle’ or designed speci� cally for 
cleaning vinyl. Vinyl is full of tiny holes, and 
aggressive products and overly aggressive 
rubbing can melt the surface of the vinyl 
and ‘lock in’ the marks for ever. Been there 
and got the T-shirt! 
 While looking at the hull, go round all 
of the � ttings and nuts/bolts/screws that 
you � nd and you’ll be surprised how many 
have loosened up. Take the time to tighten 
these up, replacing items as necessary. 
You’ll probably � nd many bits of stainless 
to smarten up too – clean with the scourer 
and soap, then polish with stainless polish 
for a really great � nish.
 In the engine area, see how much mess 
is in there and if necessary get an engine 
degreaser in the bilges and over parts of 
the engine where it is safe to do so (this 
is all far easier with a warm engine). Use 
a brush to agitate the cleaner into the 
corners and then gently wash o�  the muck. 
Speak to a marine engineer to understand 
what bits you can get wet and what needs 
to stay dry if you are unsure. Once dry, you 
will want to protect the engine. Use an anti-
corrosion product like ACF50 and coat the 
engine and parts. For electrical connectors, 
gently open them up and spray with a 
product such as WD-40. Wipe away any 
excess and the engine will look amazing.
 If you have had your engine winterised, 
it should just be a matter of starting the 
engine and letting it warm up. If it wasn’t 
winterised, then a start-of-season service is 
essential. Consider asking the engineer to 

let you watch him do the service so you can 
see how he/she changes belts/impellers 
etc. – this could be time very well spent.
 A really common issue at the start of 
the season is poor starting due to battery 
connections not being good enough. 
Remove all battery connectors, clean up 
the terminals and coat the connections 
in Vaseline. Don’t forget the contacts on 
the battery switch too as these are easy 
to overlook. The fuel/water separator may 
need checking too.
 For your VHF radio, think about 
borrowing or buying an SWR meter (£15 
from Maplins). You can plug these into 
the back of your radio and check that 
the coax cable and antenna are working 
properly. Check the electrical connections 
here too, as while the radio may switch 
on and receive OK, when it comes to 
transmitting it will need a far higher level of 
current and poor connections will prevent 
transmission. 
 As long as your chartplotter switches on 
and gets a position, it is probably working 
� ne. Check the feed to the VHF and that the 
latitude and longitude are displaying on 
it, and make sure the connections on this 
are good too. The start of the season is a 
good time to get the chartplotter’s charts 
updated as these quickly get out of date. 
Speak to a dealer about how best to do this 
for your system.
 The kit in the lockers can probably do 
with a spruce up or an update too. Place 
lines in a pillow case and put them through 
the washing machine. The dates on � ares 
need checking too, and ensure there is 
some foam in the bottom of the box and a 
glove in there as well. Get the anchor line 
out and give it a wash down. Check all of 

the splices and shackles and make sure 
the latter have small cable ties securing 
the pins. Use cable ties to create a code 
to show how much anchor line you have 
deployed. After cleaning out the lockers, 
consider putting some matting at the 
bottom to protect the kit in there – ‘rubber 
matting with holes’ in it from eBay works 
well.
 Your � re extinguisher may be out of date, 
so check that and make sure the gauge is 
still showing green. Stock up the � rst-aid kit 
and tidy up the tools you carry. Check the 
tools aren’t rusty and ensure you have a full 
set of bulbs for the navigation lights, plenty 
of cable ties and some ga� er tape. 
 Kill cords get stretched over a season, so 
replace the main one and ensure that you 
have a spare. Add a kill cord sticker from 
the RYA to the helm position to remind all 
on board of its importance.
 Boat covers always take a hammering, so 
repairing the poppers is always a good idea 
– you can get repair kits very cheaply. Take 
o�  the propeller and grease the spline; 
if there are dings in the prop get them 
repaired or else the disturbed water around 
the blades from the dings may induce 
cavitation, which can damage the prop. 
 If your boat is on a trailer, you will 
probably need to spend a fair bit of time 
ensuring it is all working properly. Jack 
up the wheels and rotate the tyres; if they 
don’t rotate freely and there is a strange 
sound, then the bearings should be 
replaced. Even if they sound � ne, remove 
the bearing caps and all grease and then 
repack. Using a grease gun, pump new 
grease through to check the grease nipples 
and clear out any residual old grease. Check 
all bolts and rollers and replace any that 
look dodgy. Making sure the brakes work 
properly is critically important too. Check 
tyres and tyre pressure and make sure the 
wheel nuts are tight.
 Hopefully this will give you a few helpful 
ideas. Getting a boat ready and making it 
look good can be a great way to start the 
season … Have fun a� oat!  
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Is Bigger Always Better?
Jim Russell, of AeroMarine Research, explains 
why overpowering your performance hull could 
be hazardous to your health!

SPEED
SALT OR FRESH

W I T H  J I M 
R U S S E L L

THE PURSUIT TO go faster is often at the 
forefront of many performance boaters’ 
minds, but it’s essential to consider some 
of the associated issues that might arise 
from ‘more power’!
 Many performance powerboat owners 
consider repowering their boat. Since 
performance hulls are sensitive to power, 
this approach can be a viable option, but 
there are some issues to consider before 
forging ahead toward ‘more power’. (See 
Fig 1)

HERE ARE SOME THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT WHEN 
REPOWERING YOUR HULL:

Insurance, liability and legalities
Let’s address these issues � rst, as you 
may consider it to be a show-stopper at 
the outset. It’s smart to have insurance 
for your performance boat just in case 
something happens. Some insurance 
carriers have limits on horsepower, so it’s 
best to check with your representative 
to be con� dent that your rig is really 
covered by your policy. Some policies 
require that boats are powered within the 
‘manufacturer’s maximum power rating’. 
These ratings are usually required for 

most hulls and are permanently � xed to 
the inside of the boat on a ‘rating plate’. 
Even when you’re sure that your newly 
repowered set-up is completely safe, if 
your engine horsepower is more than the 
rating plate speci� es, your insurance may 
not cover you. It’s best to check with your 
insurance representative to be sure. (See 

Fig 1 When repowering or overpowering your boat, there are some important things to consider.

maximum power rating’ is typically not 
left to the designer or manufacturer to 
select. The government transport or 
coastguard regulations frequently specify 
the formula that manufacturers must use 
to rate capacity for a range of hull sizes 
(e.g. boats less than 20ft in length). These 
rules are often a simple function of hull 
length and width. Make sure you know 
the regulations for your jurisdiction, since 
just putting an engine on your boat that is 
bigger than the rating plate speci� cation 
can be a violation of regulations that 
could land you in trouble.

Hull strength
Boatbuilding is a complex engineering 
process today and most hulls are designed 
to be as cost-e�  cient as possible. It’s 
understandable that hulls are made to 
be structurally safe and sound for their 
intended loading and purpose, but not 
necessarily beyond expected duty. A 
larger engine may make your boat run 
faster, but it may not have been designed 
to handle the weight or loading. Rigging a 
boat with substantially more power than 
the manufacturer intended could put 
additional stress on the transom, stringers, 
bulkheads and even the � breglass, wood 
or aluminium hull bottom skins. The 
increased loadings could be a result of the 
additional weight of a bigger engine or 
due to the extra power pushing the hull 
structure. (See Fig 3)
 Remember also that more power often 
means more speed, so the hull loadings 
– particularly in rougher water conditions 
– will be ampli� ed at higher velocities. All 
of these loadings could be outside the 
expectations of the hull manufacturer 
and might not be safe for the original hull 
design.
 It is also worth ensuring that your 
steering system is su�  cient for a heavier 
and/or more powerful engine at speed. 
An existing steering set-up may not be 
designed for a larger engine, which may 
lead to reduced control at higher speeds.
 If repowering from a single-engine 
to a multiple-engine set-up, these 
considerations can be even more 
complex. It’s best to check directly with 
the manufacturer to be sure your boat can 
handle the new power.

Comfort and function
Remember to consider how the original 
hull design will handle any extra 
weight that might come with a higher-
horsepower engine. The static centre of 

Fig 2 – The manufacturer’s rating plate 
speci� es the maximum horsepower rating 
for boat designs.

Fig 2)

There may also be transport or marine 
laws that govern engine power on some 
hulls. Some jurisdictions’ transport and 
licensing regulations require that boats 
are not powered with more than the 
rating plate maximum. The ‘manufacturer’s 



Is Bigger Always Better?
PRACTICAL

powerboatandrib.com 141

gravity (CoG) can change signi� cantly for 
some hull designs and as a consequence 
the waterline and/or draught of the hull 
at rest could end up being less desirable. 
Take into account features such as an 
existing motor well that may not function 
as intended if the static CoG has moved 
su�  ciently aftward.

Performance and safety
I left discussion on performance to last 
because it’s most likely the reason that 
you’ve considered repowering your boat 
in the � rst place. More power can often 
bring more speed, and it’s important to 
recognise that additional engine weight 
and/or increased operating velocities can 
signi� cantly change the dynamic stability 
of a hull. 
 Most performance hulls are designed 
for a speci� c power, engine weight and 
top speed. A little bit more doesn’t usually 
change hull reactions very much, but 
bigger changes can make a hull behave 
quite di� erently and sometimes unsafely. 
Major modi� cations to power and weight 
can change hull planing speed, turning 
characteristics and top-speed dynamic 
stability. Weight changes alone can 
change a hull’s susceptibility to behaviour 
such as porpoising or chine tripping. (See 
Fig 4)
 Finally, if a hull is pushed beyond a 
speed where its response to small changes 
is forgiving, the results could be unsafe or 
even catastrophic. Boats normally operate 
within a velocity range where small 
changes in wind, water condition, trim, 
throttle use, cornering manoeuvres etc. 

are easily accommodated by additional 
driver input. When a boat is pushed to its 
limit, dynamic stability can change very 
rapidly and the reaction of the hull to 
small operating disturbances can be much 
more dramatic. In these circumstances, 
the hull response can be sudden and 
severe, and beyond the capability of 
the driver to make adjustments before a 
regrettable mishap. This can frequently be 
the case when repowering an older hull 
with newer, higher-horsepower engines. 
 An example of predictable 
consequences can be illustrated by the 
case of an aged high-performance hull 
that is restored for repowering. A tunnel 
hull that was designed a few decades ago 
for 100hp and 85mph can be restored to 
be just as beautiful as it was in the 1980s. 
If it’s repowered (as is often the case) with 
current engine technology at, say, 225hp, 
the boat is going to behave well outside 
its comfort zone. High-performance 
hulls like this are designed to operate 
with a ‘balance’ of aerodynamic and 
hydrodynamic lift at its target speed. With 
much higher speed comes a dramatically 
di� erent ‘mix’ of aero/hydro lift that is no 
longer balanced for the hull. When the 
increased speed creates increased lift 
that inevitably becomes more than the 
boat weight, the hull becomes airborne 
– usually an uncomfortable ending to an 
otherwise enjoyable restoration project! 
 More power, higher speeds and 
greater lift forces can make a beautiful 
but outdated boat design unstable and 
unsafe. Boats should be designed for 

Fig 3 – A repowered hull should be 
con� rmed as being structurally capable of 
handling increased loads on the transom, 
stringers, bulkheads etc.

Fig 4 – Safety should be the primary 
consideration when repowering a 
performance hull

 INFO:

Read more about 
performance vee hull and 
tunnel boat design and set-
up in Secrets of Tunnel Boat 
Design (ISBN# 1-894933-
30-3). See more about the 
‘Tunnel Boat/Vee Boat 
Design Program’ software at 
www.aeromarinereseasrch.
com/tbdp6.html.

Links for reference:
The Secrets of Tunnel Boat Design and 
Secrets of Propeller Design books and the 
software ‘Vee Boat Design Program’, ‘Tunnel 
Boat Design Program’ and ‘PropWorks2’, for 
speed prediction and propeller selection, 
are available on the AeroMarine Research 
website at www.aeromarineresearch.com

About AeroMarine Research:
Jim Russell is a professional engineer 
with a mechanical and aeronautics 
background.  Currently living in Canada, 
he has done extensive aerodynamic 
research at the University of Michigan, 
OH, and the University of Toronto, Canada, 
and marine research at the NRC water 
channel laboratory in Ottawa, Canada. His 
published works and papers are highly 
acclaimed, and are speci� cally related to 
the aerodynamics and hydrodynamics of 
high-performance catamarans and tunnel 
boats, and vee and vee-pad hulls. Russell 
has designed and built many tunnel and 
performance boats. As a professional race 
driver, he piloted tunnel boats to Canadian 
and North American championships. He 
has written powerboating articles for many 
worldwide performance magazines and has 
covered UIM and APBA powerboat races. He 
has appeared on SpeedVision’s Powerboat 
Television as a guest expert on ‘tunnel 
hulls’, was performance/design technical 
consultant on National Geographic’s Thrill 
Zone TV show and editorial consultant on 
the Discovery Channel’s What Happened 
Next? TV show. Russell is the author of 
the books Secrets of Tunnel Boat Design 
and Secrets of Propeller Design. His 
company has designed and published the 
well-known powerboat design software 
‘Tunnel Boat Design Program’ and ‘Vee 
Boat Design Program’, speci� cally for the 
design and performance analysis of tunnel 
boats and powered catamarans, as well as 
performance vee and vee-pad hulls.

tunnel boat design and set-
up in Secrets of Tunnel Boat 

Design Program’ software at 

Links for reference:

Figure 5 – Heavily overpowered high-
performance hulls can become dynamically 
unstable and unsafe.

their intended power, weight, speed and 
ultimate performance. (See Fig 5)
The bottom line
Going faster is almost always a lot more 
fun, but it’s best to do so with some 
margin of control and expectation. 
Any boat performance is predictable 
using today’s engineering and design 
technology. It doesn’t have to be 
guesswork, so it is sensible to get good 

advice and do your homework up front. 
Consider all the e� ects that repowering 
will have so that the � nal outcome of all 
the e� orts and expenses is rewarding and 
safe. More power is often faster, but it’s 
not always better!
Safe performance boating!
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Coastal Skipper

VHF/SRC Course
Radar
First Aid & Sea Survival
Dayskipper Theory
Yachtmaster/
Coastal Skipper Theory
Using a GPS/

Chartplotter
Diesel Engine
Maintenance
Navigation Refresher

If you’re new to powerboating, or an
old hand, a course with us will
enhance your understanding, safety
and enjoyment of the sport.

Cobbs Quay Marina
Poole, Dorset, BH15 4EL
office@powerboattraininguk.co.uk
www.powerboattraininguk.co.uk

01202 686666
Water Bases:
Cobbs Quay, Poole
Lymington, Southampton

Authors of the RYA Powerboat Handbook
RIBS LTD

2006/7 RING 13M ‘STEPPED 
HULL’ RIB
2 x Volvo D6 350hp duoprop sterndrives c/w 
� y by wire controls, 1 x Large ‘touring’ steering 
console with w/screen, grabs handles and large 
dry storage locker.. 4 x One-man jockey seats 
with wrap around backrests. 1 x Wrap around 
(very comfortable) four-man rear bench seat. 1 
x Rear radar pole and deep fwd anchor locker, 
1 x Lowrance GPS/plotter, VHF radio, arti� cial 
teak decks, overall and seat covers. Only 250 
hours running from new and In good condition, 
having only been used in Scotland for holiday 
cruising, this very fast seaworthy yet economical 
craft was the subject of a RIB International test 
in 2007; it was praised for its speed (60+), ride 
and quality of � nish. O� ered at a third less than 
a new craft to the same spec at:     

Reduced  to £85,000

COASTLINE 6M DIESEL
Dark blue tubes, white GRP
2x two-man jockey seats plus console seat
A-frame w/navigation lights
Mercruiser 120 horsepower diesel
Custom overall cover
Four wheel multi-roller trailer
Sea worthy, Deep V hull, 30+ knots
Family/commercial rib
Extremely fuel economic
10l per hour at 20 knots.

 £9,995

SCORPION MARK II

8.5 m used rib 2007 with Yanmar 315 diesel and 
RD trailer.  Accessories : ICOM VHF, Garmin GPS, 
Raytheon Depthmeter, sundeck, shower, covers. 
Price 29.500 €. For more information www.bmc-
ribs.eu or +3250313587

CAPELLI TEMPEST 1000 WA

with double Yamaha F350 engines from 2009  Cabin 
with 2 berths, wc, small kitchen. Outside a large 
sundeck, � exiteak � ooring,… Price 112.500 
€. For more information www.bmc-ribs.eu or 
+3250313587

DEMO TECHNOHULL SEADNA 999

 (10,30 m)with twin Yamaha F350 including cabin, 
sundeck, lights, carbon tubes, Radio with Ipod, 
VHF, GPS. A totally complete luxury boat. Price on 
demand. For more information www.bmc-ribs.eu 
or +3250313587.

BRUGGE MARINE
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Towergate Insurance is a 
trading name of Towergate 
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Active-Passive
Radar Reflectors
for Marine Use

Radar Target Enhancer
Active-X-BandActive-X-Band
Radar Target Enhancer
State of the Art RTE with a
maximum RCS in excess of 220
M2. More than twice the RCS
response and one tenth current
drain of competing products.
Triple alarm facility as standard.
High response and excellent
performance through heel
makes this
the perfect
choice for all
vessels.

www.echomax.co.uk

Tel: 00 44 (0)1371 830216
Email: echomaxsales@aol.com

ECHOMAX 230 Midi

Two models from our
comprehensive range of radar
reflectors to suit 6m vessels –

to US Nuclear Submarines!

Active-Passive
Radar Reflectors
for Marine Use

...a significant advance
in marine safety!

Basemount ‘Extreme’
Basemount ‘Extreme’

Mk II

For fast planing
hulls, fast cruisers
and RIBS. Factory
fitted with DOT
tricolour or all
round navigation
light, Hella LED
light or light of
your choice and
4m of twin core
cable – bolt on
and wire up!

New for 2010
Active-X-Band

Waterproof Control
Box for RIBS etc

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority

for a wide range of craft Go online or call us on 08452 607888

EssEntial Hull 
protEction For riBs

visit WWW.gmtmarinE.co.uk
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THINK AGAIN 
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Professional users discount 
0800 243673

Fax: 01621 785934
E: info@liferafts.com

www.liferafts.com
Liferaft House, Burnham on Crouch, CMO 8TE
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Level 1
Children’s Courses
Level 2/ICC
Intermediate

– Day Cruising
Advanced
PWC
Powerboat

Instructors
Own Boat Tuition
Helmsman
Dayskipper
Coastal Skipper

VHF/SRC Course
Radar
First Aid & Sea Survival
Dayskipper Theory
Yachtmaster/
Coastal Skipper Theory
Using a GPS/

Chartplotter
Diesel Engine
Maintenance
Navigation Refresher

Cobbs Quay Marina
Poole, Dorset, BH15 4EL
office@powerboattraininguk.co.uk
www.powerboattraininguk.co.uk

01202 686666
Water Bases:
Cobbs Quay, Poole
Lymington, Southampton

Authors of the RYA Powerboat Handbook

Call Paul Lemmer  Tel: 01883 622448 
Email: paul.lemmer@ribnet.comRIBS LTD

Peel away bow dodger reveals to 130 litre 
aluminium fuel tanks (one per motor)
High protective windscreen (new) with stainless 
steel grab rail
Two back to back seats fold down into sun beds
Removable wake board/ski post – overall 
cover – compass – new anti-fouling – hydraulic 
steering
Two quiet Yamaha 50hp four stroke motors with 
power trim/tilt (very low hours)
Two wheel braked trailer (just serviced)
Totally original top quality sports/family RIB 
with spacious aft deck for equipment/divers etc. 
Surprisingly economical motors give potential 
250 mile range  
Very strong and seaworthy classic 35knot RIB at 
a very good price £6,995.00

2 x Volvo D6 350hp duoprop sterndrives c/w 
� y by wire controls, 1 x Large ‘touring’ steering 
console with w/screen, grabs handles and large 
dry storage locker.. 4 x One-man jockey seats 
with wrap around backrests. 1 x Wrap around 
(very comfortable) four-man rear bench seat. 1 
x Rear radar pole and deep fwd anchor locker, 
1 x Lowrance GPS/plotter, VHF radio, arti� cial 
teak decks, overall and seat covers. Only 250 
hours running from new and In good condition, 
having only been used in Scotland for holiday 
cruising, this very fast seaworthy yet economical 
craft was the subject of a RIB International test 
in 2007; it was praised for its speed (60+), ride 
and quality of � nish. O� ered at a third less than 
a new craft to the same spec at:     

Reduced  to £85,000

Dark blue tubes, white GRP
2x two-man jockey seats plus console seat
A-frame w/navigation lights
Mercruiser 120 horsepower diesel
Custom overall cover
Four wheel multi-roller trailer
Sea worthy, Deep V hull, 30+ knots
Family/commercial rib
Extremely fuel economic
10l per hour at 20 knots.

 £9,995

SCORPION MARK II

8.5 m used rib 2007 with Yanmar 315 diesel and 
RD trailer.  Accessories : ICOM VHF, Garmin GPS, 
Raytheon Depthmeter, sundeck, shower, covers. 
Price 29.500 €. For more information www.bmc-
ribs.eu or +3250313587

CAPELLI TEMPEST 1000 WA

with double Yamaha F350 engines from 2009  Cabin 
with 2 berths, wc, small kitchen. Outside a large 
sundeck, � exiteak � ooring,… Price 112.500 
€. For more information www.bmc-ribs.eu or 
+3250313587

DEMO TECHNOHULL SEADNA 999

 (10,30 m)with twin Yamaha F350 including cabin, 
sundeck, lights, carbon tubes, Radio with Ipod, 
VHF, GPS. A totally complete luxury boat. Price on 
demand. For more information www.bmc-ribs.eu 
or +3250313587.

4 METER AVON RIB, COMMERCIAL SPEC

 30 HP Yamaha stroke, 2006, Electric Start, Power trim 
Tilt, 12 hours Icom VHF, Twin fuel tanks with change 
over switch Keel Guard. Galvanized Bramber Trailer/
dry stored, nice clean condition £4950. 

saltysam1934@live.co.uk   
02380-891280   (Southampton) 
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SPARES & ACCESSORIES FOR ALL MAKES
OF RIBS & INFLATABLES

W: www.ibsparts.co.uk T: 01621 744250
E: sales@ibs-boats.com

Bespoke made to measure RIB covers - same day service available by appointment!
For specification and prices:

WEB: www.ribcovers.co.uk EMAIL: info@covercare.co.uk TEL: 01243 372759

Covercare 123.indd   1 02/11/2014   16:29

DORSET Yacht Co
+44 (0)1202 674531    sales@bostonwhaler.co.uk

www.bostonwhaler.co.uk
UK Distributors - Service - Marina - Swing Moorings - Yacht Club

DAUNTLESS 210
Smooth.    Solid.    Superb.

Active-Passive
Radar Reflectors
for Marine Use

Radar Target Enhancer
Active-X-BandActive-X-Band
Radar Target Enhancer
State of the Art RTE with a
maximum RCS in excess of 220
M2. More than twice the RCS
response and one tenth current
drain of competing products.
Triple alarm facility as standard.
High response and excellent
performance through heel
makes this
the perfect
choice for all
vessels.

www.echomax.co.uk

Tel: 00 44 (0)1371 830216
Email: echomaxsales@aol.com

ECHOMAX 230 Midi

Two models from our
comprehensive range of radar
reflectors to suit 6m vessels –

to US Nuclear Submarines!

Active-Passive
Radar Reflectors
for Marine Use

...a significant advance
in marine safety!

Basemount ‘Extreme’
Basemount ‘Extreme’

Mk II

For fast planing
hulls, fast cruisers
and RIBS. Factory
fitted with DOT
tricolour or all
round navigation
light, Hella LED
light or light of
your choice and
4m of twin core
cable – bolt on
and wire up!

New for 2010
Active-X-Band

Waterproof Control
Box for RIBS etc

RIB insurance 
at the touch of a button

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority

www.craftinsure.comQuality cover at internet prices
for a wide range of craft Go online or call us on 08452 607888

open 7 days, Established 1967
t: 01656 784866     F: 01656 784872
E: reception@porthcawl-insurance.co.uk

or why not log on to our Website @ 
www.porthcawl-insurance.co.uk

authorised and regulated by the Financial services authority

EssEntial Hull 
protEction For riBs

visit WWW.gmtmarinE.co.uk
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YOU TOO CAN BUILD
A RIB,  VISIT

WWW.GEMINIINDUSTRIES.CO.UK
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Level 1
Children’s Courses
Level 2/ICC
Intermediate

– Day Cruising
Advanced
PWC
Powerboat

Instructors
Own Boat Tuition
Helmsman
Dayskipper
Coastal Skipper

VHF/SRC Course
Radar
First Aid & Sea Survival
Dayskipper Theory
Yachtmaster/
Coastal Skipper Theory
Using a GPS/

Chartplotter
Diesel Engine
Maintenance
Navigation Refresher

If you’re new to powerboating, or an
old hand, a course with us will
enhance your understanding, safety
and enjoyment of the sport.

Authors of the RYA Powerboat Handbook
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Call Paul Lemmer  Tel: 01883 622448 
Email: paul.lemmer@ribnet.com

HUMBER OCEAN PRO 7M (705)

New. All black craft.  Cruise console with screen & 
grab rail twin helm seats, 240 litre under deck tank, 
larger bow locker, double A frame.
Reduced price £17,420 inc. vat.

Contact our sales team for further details 
on 01482 226100

HUMBER OCEAN PRO 6.3M (653)

New Two tone tubes.  Cruise console with screen, 4 
jockey seats with front helm seating, 150 L under 
deck fuel tank, A frame, Bramber trailer, Mariner 
F150 Verado engine.  Reduced package price £29250 
inc vat.

Contact our sales team for further details 
on 01482 226100

HUMBER SEA PRO 4.8M RIB (724)

New.  Jockey console and seating, A frame, Turbo 
ski frame, VHF Radio, Bramber unbraked trailer and 
Suzuki DF40TL four stroke, ex show craft.  Reduced 
package price £14,695 inc. vat. 

Contact our sales team for further details 
on 01482 226100

RIBS LTD

FLATACRAFT FORCE 6 
SPORTSMAN LIGHT & DARK 
BLUE
Peel away bow dodger reveals to 130 litre 
aluminium fuel tanks (one per motor)
High protective windscreen (new) with stainless 
steel grab rail
Two back to back seats fold down into sun beds
Removable wake board/ski post – overall 
cover – compass – new anti-fouling – hydraulic 
steering
Two quiet Yamaha 50hp four stroke motors with 
power trim/tilt (very low hours)
Two wheel braked trailer (just serviced)
Totally original top quality sports/family RIB 
with spacious aft deck for equipment/divers etc. 
Surprisingly economical motors give potential 
250 mile range  
Very strong and seaworthy classic 35knot RIB at 
a very good price £6,995.00

2006/7 RING 13M ‘STEPPED 
HULL’ RIB
2 x Volvo D6 350hp duoprop sterndrives c/w 
� y by wire controls, 1 x Large ‘touring’ steering 
console with w/screen, grabs handles and large 
dry storage locker.. 4 x One-man jockey seats 
with wrap around backrests. 1 x Wrap around 
(very comfortable) four-man rear bench seat. 1 
x Rear radar pole and deep fwd anchor locker, 
1 x Lowrance GPS/plotter, VHF radio, arti� cial 
teak decks, overall and seat covers. Only 250 
hours running from new and In good condition, 
having only been used in Scotland for holiday 
cruising, this very fast seaworthy yet economical 
craft was the subject of a RIB International test 
in 2007; it was praised for its speed (60+), ride 
and quality of � nish. O� ered at a third less than 
a new craft to the same spec at:     

Reduced  to £85,000

COASTLINE 6M DIESEL
Dark blue tubes, white GRP
2x two-man jockey seats plus console seat
A-frame w/navigation lights
Mercruiser 120 horsepower diesel
Custom overall cover
Four wheel multi-roller trailer
Sea worthy, Deep V hull, 30+ knots
Family/commercial rib
Extremely fuel economic
10l per hour at 20 knots.

 £9,995

CAPELLI TEMPEST 1000 WA

with double Yamaha F350 engines from 2009  Cabin 
with 2 berths, wc, small kitchen. Outside a large 
sundeck, � exiteak � ooring,… Price 112.500 
€. For more information www.bmc-ribs.eu or 
+3250313587

DEMO TECHNOHULL SEADNA 999

 (10,30 m)with twin Yamaha F350 including cabin, 
sundeck, lights, carbon tubes, Radio with Ipod, 
VHF, GPS. A totally complete luxury boat. Price on 
demand. For more information www.bmc-ribs.eu 
or +3250313587.

4 METER AVON RIB, COMMERCIAL SPEC

 30 HP Yamaha stroke, 2006, Electric Start, Power trim 
Tilt, 12 hours Icom VHF, Twin fuel tanks with change 
over switch Keel Guard. Galvanized Bramber Trailer/
dry stored, nice clean condition £4950. 

saltysam1934@live.co.uk   
02380-891280   (Southampton) 
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boat insurance

Call us now on 0844 892 1317
or visit www.towergateinsurance.co.uk
Terms & conditions apply to 15% offer. Please ask for full details.

Towergate Insurance is a 
trading name of Towergate 
Underwriting Group Limited. 
Authorised and regulated by 
the Financial Services Authority
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FOR EXPERT HELPFUL & FRIENDLY 
INDEPENDENT MARINE INSURANCE ADVICE

Open 7 Days, Established 1967
T: 01656 784866   F: 01656 784872

E: reception@porthcawl-insurance.co.uk

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

or why not log on to our Website @
www.porthcawl-insurance.co.uk

Porthcawl Insurance
Consultants Limited

Specia l is t  Marine  Insurance  Services

Porthcawl IND_119.indd   1 04/03/2014   16:51

CLASSIFIEDS

To advertise in the classifieds, please call 01884 266100

www.specialistsmallcraft.co.uk
info@specialistsmallcraft.com

Introducing the Specialist Small Craft store where you can purchase 
our specialist high quality small boat & P/RWC accessories on-line. 
We focus on sourcing quality and innovative items for the discerning 
customer.

Motorwell Rigging
Steering Systems
Fuel System Components
12V Electrical Components
Hull Protection



W: www.tidel.biz T: 07815144269 E: paul@tidel.biz
Tilley In� atable Design & Engineering Ltd, Creber Industrial Units, 

Diptford, Totnes, Devon, UK, TQ9 7NG

CLASSIFIEDS

Active-X-BandActive-X-Band

Quality cover at internet prices
for a wide range of craft
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indEpEndEnt riB insurancE advicE

open 7 days, Established 1967
t: 01656 784866     F: 01656 784872
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or why not log on to our Website @ 
www.porthcawl-insurance.co.uk
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RIB TRAINING

YOU TOO CAN BUILD
A RIB,  VISIT

WWW.GEMINIINDUSTRIES.CO.UK
01406 350 572

Level 1
Children’s Courses
Level 2/ICC
Intermediate

– Day Cruising
Advanced
PWC
Powerboat

Instructors
Own Boat Tuition
Helmsman
Dayskipper
Coastal Skipper

VHF/SRC Course
Radar
First Aid & Sea Survival
Dayskipper Theory
Yachtmaster/
Coastal Skipper Theory
Using a GPS/

Chartplotter
Diesel Engine
Maintenance
Navigation Refresher

If you’re new to powerboating, or an
old hand, a course with us will
enhance your understanding, safety
and enjoyment of the sport.

Cobbs Quay Marina
Poole, Dorset, BH15 4EL
office@powerboattraininguk.co.uk
www.powerboattraininguk.co.uk

01202 686666
Water Bases:
Cobbs Quay, Poole
Lymington, Southampton

Authors of the RYA Powerboat Handbook
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HUMBER OCEAN PRO 7M (705)

New. All black craft.  Cruise console with screen & 
grab rail twin helm seats, 240 litre under deck tank, 
larger bow locker, double A frame.
Reduced price £17,420 inc. vat.

Contact our sales team for further details 
on 01482 226100

RIBS LTD

2006/7 RING 13M ‘STEPPED 
HULL’ RIB
2 x Volvo D6 350hp duoprop sterndrives c/w 
� y by wire controls, 1 x Large ‘touring’ steering 
console with w/screen, grabs handles and large 
dry storage locker.. 4 x One-man jockey seats 
with wrap around backrests. 1 x Wrap around 
(very comfortable) four-man rear bench seat. 1 
x Rear radar pole and deep fwd anchor locker, 
1 x Lowrance GPS/plotter, VHF radio, arti� cial 
teak decks, overall and seat covers. Only 250 
hours running from new and In good condition, 
having only been used in Scotland for holiday 
cruising, this very fast seaworthy yet economical 
craft was the subject of a RIB International test 
in 2007; it was praised for its speed (60+), ride 
and quality of � nish. O� ered at a third less than 
a new craft to the same spec at:     

Reduced  to £85,000

Call us now on 0844 892 1317
or visit www.towergateinsurance.co.uk
Terms & conditions apply to 15% offer. Please ask for full details.

Towergate Insurance is a 
trading name of Towergate 
Underwriting Group Limited. 
Authorised and regulated by 
the Financial Services Authority

Active-Passive
Radar Reflectors
for Marine Use

Radar Target Enhancer
Active-X-BandActive-X-Band
Radar Target Enhancer
State of the Art RTE with a
maximum RCS in excess of 220
M2. More than twice the RCS
response and one tenth current
drain of competing products.
Triple alarm facility as standard.
High response and excellent
performance through heel
makes this
the perfect
choice for all
vessels.

www.echomax.co.uk

Tel: 00 44 (0)1371 830216
Email: echomaxsales@aol.com

Two models from our
comprehensive range of radar
reflectors to suit 6m vessels –

to US Nuclear Submarines!

Active-Passive
Radar Reflectors
for Marine Use

...a significant advance
in marine safety!

New for 2010
Active-X-Band

Waterproof Control
Box for RIBS etc

RIB insurance 
at the touch of a button

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority

www.craftinsure.comQuality cover at internet prices
for a wide range of craft Go online or call us on 08452 607888

EssEntial Hull 
protEction For riBs

visit WWW.gmtmarinE.co.uk
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RIB TRAINING

Level 1
Children’s Courses
Level 2/ICC
Intermediate

– Day Cruising
Advanced
PWC
Powerboat

Instructors
Own Boat Tuition
Helmsman
Dayskipper
Coastal Skipper

VHF/SRC Course
Radar
First Aid & Sea Survival
Dayskipper Theory
Yachtmaster/
Coastal Skipper Theory
Using a GPS/

Chartplotter
Diesel Engine
Maintenance
Navigation Refresher

If you’re new to powerboating, or an
old hand, a course with us will
enhance your understanding, safety
and enjoyment of the sport.

Cobbs Quay Marina
Poole, Dorset, BH15 4EL
office@powerboattraininguk.co.uk
www.powerboattraininguk.co.uk

01202 686666
Water Bases:
Cobbs Quay, Poole
Lymington, Southampton

Authors of the RYA Powerboat Handbook

Contact our sales team for further details 
on 01482 226100

Contact our sales team for further details 
on 01482 226100

RIBS LTD

2006/7 RING 13M ‘STEPPED 
HULL’ RIB
2 x Volvo D6 350hp duoprop sterndrives c/w 
� y by wire controls, 1 x Large ‘touring’ steering 
console with w/screen, grabs handles and large 
dry storage locker.. 4 x One-man jockey seats 
with wrap around backrests. 1 x Wrap around 
(very comfortable) four-man rear bench seat. 1 
x Rear radar pole and deep fwd anchor locker, 
1 x Lowrance GPS/plotter, VHF radio, arti� cial 
teak decks, overall and seat covers. Only 250 
hours running from new and In good condition, 
having only been used in Scotland for holiday 
cruising, this very fast seaworthy yet economical 
craft was the subject of a RIB International test 
in 2007; it was praised for its speed (60+), ride 
and quality of � nish. O� ered at a third less than 
a new craft to the same spec at:     

Reduced  to £85,000

COASTLINE 6M DIESEL
Dark blue tubes, white GRP
2x two-man jockey seats plus console seat
A-frame w/navigation lights
Mercruiser 120 horsepower diesel
Custom overall cover
Four wheel multi-roller trailer
Sea worthy, Deep V hull, 30+ knots
Family/commercial rib
Extremely fuel economic
10l per hour at 20 knots.

 £9,995

SCORPION MARK II

8.5 m used rib 2007 with Yanmar 315 diesel and 
RD trailer.  Accessories : ICOM VHF, Garmin GPS, 
Raytheon Depthmeter, sundeck, shower, covers. 
Price 29.500 €. For more information www.bmc-
ribs.eu or +3250313587

CAPELLI TEMPEST 1000 WA

with double Yamaha F350 engines from 2009  Cabin 
with 2 berths, wc, small kitchen. Outside a large 
sundeck, � exiteak � ooring,… Price 112.500 
€. For more information www.bmc-ribs.eu or 
+3250313587

DEMO TECHNOHULL SEADNA 999

 (10,30 m)with twin Yamaha F350 including cabin, 
sundeck, lights, carbon tubes, Radio with Ipod, 
VHF, GPS. A totally complete luxury boat. Price on 
demand. For more information www.bmc-ribs.eu 
or +3250313587.

BRUGGE MARINE

or visit www.towergateinsurance.co.uk
Terms & conditions apply to 15% offer. Please ask for full details.

Towergate Insurance is a 
trading name of Towergate 
Underwriting Group Limited. 
Authorised and regulated by 
the Financial Services Authority

We offer specialist Marine Insurance products for:

•	 Yachts
•	 Motor	Cruisers
•	 RIBS
•	 Sports	Boats
•	 Lake	Boats
•	 Sailboards

•	 Rowing	Boats
•	 Clubs
•	 Marinas
•	 Boat	Yards
•	 Dinghys
•	 Canoes/Kayaks

For an instant quote:

www.yachtsman.co.uk				Tel	(028)	9099	5822
M	J	O’Neill	(Insurances)	Ltd	t/a	Yachtsman	Euromarine,	Yachtsman	Marine	Insurance,	Yachtsman	Seguro	de	Barcos	is	regulated	by	the	Central	Bank	of	Ireland
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Specialist Marine Insurance 
Products for:

• Yachts • Motor Cruisers • RIBS • 
Sports Boats • Lake Boats  • Marinas 

• Clubs • Boat Yards • Dinghys • 
Canoes and Kayaks

For an instant 
quote:

www.yachtsman.co.uk
028 90995822

BOAT INSURANCE

“
We let our customers do the talking
         We have been with Towergate for several years and 

found them to provide the best price and service.* ”93% Based on
1798 reviews Independent Service Rating

Call: 0330 123 1946 
Visit: towergateinsurance.co.uk/boat

*Customer feedack via feefo 18/5/15
Towergate Insurance is a trading name of Towergate Underwriting Group Limited. Registered in England with company number 4043759. VAT Registration Number: 447284724. 
Registered Address: Towergate House, Eclipse Park, Sittingbourne Rd, Maidstone, Kent ME14 3EN. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
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CLASSIFIEDS & BROKERAGE

Please call to discuss:  +44 (0) 1202 707 222 

Salterns  Marina  40 Salterns Way, 
L i l l iput ,  Poole,  Dorset .  BH14 8J R

THE SEALEGS RECREATIONAL RANGE 
(Commercial applications available)

MODEL

Overall length
Recommend 

HP

7.7m 
Cabin RIB

7.74m 
(25ft 5”)
200HP

6.1m RIB

6.13m 
(20ft 1”)
90HP

6.1m 
D-Tube

6.13m 
(20ft 1”)
90HP

7.1m RIB

7.13m 
(23ft 5”)
150HP

7.7m RIB 

7.74m 
(25ft 5”)
200HP

Sole UK Importer and 
Distributor

Sealegs ...driving your boating experience to new levels

info@salterns.co.uk  
w w w.salternsbrokerage.co.uk

Sealegs UK

STAND NO B162

Thunderstreak
An opportunity to purchase a piece of powerboat 

racing history and a whole lot of fun!

Thunderstreak is a Bertram 31 raced by Tommy Sopwith in the 1963 
season and for a few years thereafter.

•	 45	knots	from	two	Ford	460	big	block	engines	with	Borg	Warner	
gearboxes	and	V	drives.	

•	 Rebuilt	over	the	last	2	years	including	wiring,	fuel	system,	fire	
extinguishers,	windscreen,	deck	hatch,	electric	trim	tabs,	props,	pair	
bolster	supports	and	tonneau	cover	(all	new).		

•	 Rebuilt	engines	and	new	gearboxes.		
•	 Equipped	with	electric	and	manual	bilge	pumps,	anchor	chain	and	

warp,	Navionics	GPS	and	radio.		
•	 Cabin	is	ready	for	trimming	and	is	fitted	with	a	sea	toilet	and	sink.	
•	 GRP	hull	and	cabin	-	arguably	the	best	seagoing	31’	hull.
•	 Thunderstreak	is	great	fun	and	a	very	safe	race/pleasure	boat	with	

history.		Ideal	for	poker	runs,	the	forthcoming	2016	Venture	World	
Cup	(Round	Ireland)	Race	and	the	Cowes-Torquay-Cowes	Race.		

•	 Sounds	and	looks	the	part	and	is	a	real	head-turner.
•	 Currently	on	the	water	in	the	Hamble.

Asking £35,000. Please contact Robin Ward on: 
01280 308077 (work) or 07812 078327 (mobile)

Thunderstreak IND_131.indd   1 14/12/2015   15:40



Grandezza 27OC
£139,950

2015

Cobalt 220
£39,950

2013 Cobalt 255 Cuddy
£38,950

2006Cobalt 220WSS
£59,950

2014Cobalt 243 Cuddy
£79,950

2014

Mastercraft X-35  2012
£59,950

14 - 17 West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset, BH15 1JD
London Boat Show

Stands B180 & D170

One Of the UK’s Largest  Sports Boats Dealerships

Regal 28 Express
£87,950

2015 Regal 2550 Cuddy
£69,995

2015 Regal 2550
£64,995

2015 Regal 1900
£24,995

2013

Four Winns 258
£33,000

2006

Larson LX195S
£15,950

2013
£26,950

2011 2013Larson 850
£14,950

2013

Friendly Professional Advice From First Viewing To Full Handover

Larson All American 23
£39,950

New Indoor Showroom Opens February 2016

Proud To Be A Regal Dealer For 27 Years

www.gibbsboatsales.co.uk
T: 01202 682457

sales@gibbsboatsales.co.uk

Larson  LXi218



Fairline Targa 44 Open (2010)
£ 209,950 VAT paid 

» 2 x Volvo D4 300 HP EVC
» 135 hours
» Bow Thruster - 4HP
» Garmin Navigation

Fairline Targa 27 (1991)
£ 21,950 VAT paid

» 2 x Volvo Penta 431A
» Garmin 505 GPS
» Garmin 705 VHF
» Electric Windlass EB3109 EB3064

» 2 x Volvo D4
» Stern Thruster

» Raymarine GPS/Plotter
» Bow Thruster ES2202

Sealine SC35 (2008)  £ 139,950 VAT paid

Maxum 3000SCR (1999)
£ 37,950 VAT paid

» 2 x Mercruiser 4.2L
» 560 hours
» Vetus Bow Thruster
» EAGLE Magna Fish Finder 

Cranchi 39 Endurance (1999)
£ 69,950 VAT paid 

» 2 x Volvo KAD 44
» 600 hours
» Bow Thruster
» Generator EB3070 EB3112

» 2 x Volvo Penta D6-435
» 13.5KW Generator

» Hydraulic Bathing Platform 
» Air Conditioning ES3033

Fairline Targa 48GT  (2014)  £ 559,950 VAT paid

Jeanneau Prestige 42 (2008)
£ 179,950 VAT paid

» 2 x Cummins QSB 5.9L
» Stern Thruster
» Eberspacher Heating
» Bow Thruster EB3103 

» 2 x Volvo Penta D13
» Teak Laid Submersible Bathing Platform

» Stern Thruster / Yacht Controller
» Onan 17.5kw Generator ES3001

Fairline Targa 62GT (2013)  £ 849,950 VAT paid

Fairline Squadron 58  (2006)
£ 414,950 VAT paid

» 2 x Volvo Penta D12
» 6 Man Life Raft
» Raymarine Fishfinder
» Upgraded Generator EB3105

Fairline Squadron 58 (2007)
£ 445,000 VAT paid 

» 2 x Volvo Penta D12
» Bow Thruster
» Air Conditioning
» Onan Generator  EB3111

Sealine Senator 260 (1992)
£ 19,950 VAT paid

» 2 x Volvo AQ250
» Autohelm ST6000 Auto Pilot
» Garmin Fishfinder 400
» Updated Chart Plotter ES3063

Visit us at 
London Boat Show 
2016
We have 4 great stands at the 
show: Princess, Williams, Arvor and 
Jeanneau Sail.

Come and say hello and take a look 
at our great line up of boats or have 
a chat about our latest used boats 
that we have taken in during the 
show.

E A S T  C O A S T  &  P O O L E

OVER 200 BOATS ALWAYS FOR SALE!



Golden Arrow Marine is part of the Salterns Marina Limited group of companies.

Service that’s worth its weight in gold!

AMT brings Finnish design, elegance and quality to the UK with a range of boats that are 
perfectly suited to Honda’s high performance engines.

Golden Arrow Marine  Poole
Visit our website for information on all our brands, services and branches.
W  www.goldenarrow.co.uk     T  01202 677387

Style meets performance

AMT 200DC
Package prices
from £35,497 

inc VAT

• Aluminium build

• M400 coating

• High quality build

• Swedish design

• High performance craft

• Low maintenance

• Outstanding handling

• No covers required

• Aluminium build

• M400 coating

• High quality build

• Swedish design

• High performance craft

• Low maintenance

• Outstanding handling

• No covers required

BROKERAGE
SALTERNS

UK Debut
introducing the Anytec

747 CAB

Salterns Brokerage, 40 Salterns Way, Lilliput, Poole, Dorset, BH14 8JR 
info@salterns.co.uk  +44 (0)1202 707222anytecboats.com

London Boat Show 08-17 JAN 2016 
Stand B162




