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being so boring that most people just 
switch off” – doesn’t appeal. Were we to 
leave, said Nigel Lawson in The Daily 
Telegraph, we would of course continue 
cooperating and trading with Europe  
to our mutual benefit. We’d simply be 
opting out of a “political project” whose 
driving objective – the creation of a 
United States of Europe – we happen  
not to share.

Both sides are making exaggerated claims 
about the consequences of Brexit, said  
Ed Conway in The Times. Multinational 
companies are warning of job losses  
and closed factories, but they said the 
same would happen if the UK didn’t  
join the euro, only to be proved wrong. 
Eurosceptics, meanwhile, are wailing 

about the massive cost of EU regulations, the top 100 of which 
reportedly cost $46.4bn a year. Yet if Britain were to leave the 
EU and remain in the Common Market, like Norway, 93 of 
those rules would “still apply to the UK, at an annual cost of 
$43.8bn”. The reality is that, whatever the result of June’s 
referendum, things probably won’t change all that much.

Not for Britain, perhaps, said Matthew Parris in The Times, 
but the same might not be true for Europe. A vote for Brexit 
would rock the beleaguered EU to its foundations and 
probably lead to its “disintegration” – an event that would 
diminish us all. For all its “squabbles”, “somnolence” and 
“clodhopping complacency”, the EU is a torchbearer for 
progressive values such as reason, compromise and democracy 
at a time when these ideas are everywhere under assault. 
“There aren’t enough people in today’s world trying to get 
on with each other. Let’s stick with those that are.” Britain 

may have delivered the “kiss of death” to the 
EU in any case, said Le Figaro. Even if the  
UK votes to stay, other EU members will now 
have every incentive to employ the same 
“blackmail” tactics to avoid bending to 
common rules. A Brexit vote would certainly 
be “traumatic” for the rest of the EU, said 
Simon Jenkins in The Guardian, but it might 
actually do the bloc some good, by shocking 
it into the sort of meaningful reform that the 
sclerotic organisation is crying out for – and 
that Cameron’s deal so signally failed to 
deliver. It might force it to find “a new balance 
between supranational regulation and free 
trade”. Without such reform, the EU may be 
doomed anyway.

It was supposed to be finalised at “an 
English breakfast” last Friday, said The 
Daily Telegraph. But in the event it wasn’t 
until dinner the next day that EU leaders, 
after more than 30 hours of negotiations, 
finally agreed to a new deal with Britain – 
a deal, it is claimed, that gives the UK a 
“special status” within the EU. David 
Cameron duly confirmed that the in/out 
referendum on the UK’s membership 
would be held on 23 June. Admitting that 
he felt no “love” for Brussels, the British 
Prime Minister said the changes he had 
achieved (see box, opposite) did not 
address all the frustrations that he and 
others had with the EU, but were a big 
step in the right direction. “The choice is 
in your hands,” he said, addressing the 
British people. “But my recommendation 
is clear. I believe that Britain will be safer, stronger and better 
off by remaining in a reformed European Union.”

He’s unquestionably right about that, said Niall Ferguson in 
The Sunday Times. It’s bizarre that the future of this crucial 
relationship with our main trading partners may now turn  
on such trifling questions as for how many years “a Polish 
plumber will not be entitled to claim UK benefits”. The past 
500 or so years of British history should have taught us by 
now that our fate will always be inextricably linked with that 
of continental Europe. To believe we can separate ourselves 
from Europe and prosper in glorious isolation is “utopian”.  
In the age of globalisation, the pooling of authority is more 
important than ever, said The Economist. It’s the only way  
to effectively tackle supranational issues such as pollution, 
migration, terrorism and market volatility. That’s why we work 
with allies through other bodies such as NATO, the World Trade 
Organisation, the International Monetary Fund 
and the World Bank. “If sovereignty is the 
absence of mutual interference, the most 
sovereign country in the world is North Korea.”

But is the EU really so effective, asked Suzanne 
Moore in The Guardian. The more we’ve seen 
of its workings in recent years – from its flat-
footed response to the Greek debt crisis and  
the migrant issue to last week’s tortuous 
negotiations over UK reforms – the less 
impressive it has looked as a decision-making 
body. Besides, the EU just doesn’t feel like a 
proper democracy. Voting to remain in this  
bloc – whose power rests largely “on a deadly 
combination of mystification, officiousness and 

Cameron: “Safer, stronger”?

Soon to be separate?

The battle over Brexit

It wasn’t all bad
Robots have already taken on 
the vacuuming; now, they could 
soon be doing the ironing too. 
Researchers at Columbia 
University have developed an 
ironing machine that uses a 
“wrinkle analysis algorithm” to 
remove all creases. Engineers 
have in the past struggled to 
programme robots to iron, as 
the task requires such precision; 
the Columbia team succeeded 
by incorporating two Xbox 
Kinect motion sensors in their 
robot, which enable it to scan the 
clothes before it gets to work.

A 34-year-old Oxford graduate  
who gave up a high-paying job 
in accountancy for a career in 
education has been named one 
of the best teachers in the 
world. Colin Hegarty is one of 
ten teachers on the shortlist for 
the $1m Global Teacher Prize. 
Having worked at Deloitte for 
six years, Hegarty now teaches 
maths at Preston Manor 
comprehensive in northwest 
London – and also posts A-level 
tutorials online, to provide a 
learning resource to help other 
teenagers struggling with 
maths. His videos have so far 
racked up six million views.

A 106-year-old woman – born in 
South Carolina in 1909, when 
segregation was law – fulfilled 
what once seemed an impossible 
dream last week, when she shook 
the hand of her country’s first 
black president. After Barack 
Obama was elected, Virginia 
McLauren was so determined to 
meet him, she started her own 
petition; it finally paid dividends 
when she was invited to a White 
House reception to mark Black 
History Month. On being 
introduced to the president, she 
said she was so overjoyed, she 
could not stop her feet from dancing – and the Obamas danced 
with her. “I was so happy,” she said. “I could just die happy.”  S

O
U

R
C

E
: T

H
E

 W
H

IT
E

 H
O

U
S

E
 F

A
C

E
B

O
O

K



…and how they were covered NEWS 5

 THE WEEK 

Dubai Media City:  
Office 508, 5th floor, Building 8,  
Dubai, UAE
Tel: +971 4 390 3550; Fax: +971 4 390 4845

Abu Dhabi:  
PO Box 43072, UAE
Tel: +971 2 677 2005; Fax: +971 2 677 0124
email: motivate-adh@motivate.ae

London:  
Acre House, 11/15 William Road, 
London NW1 3ER, UK
email: motivateuk@motivate.ae

OUR
OFFICES

Head office: Media One Tower, Dubai Media City,  
PO Box 2331, Dubai, UAE.
Tel: +971 4 427 3000; Fax: +971 4 428 2260
email: motivate@motivate.ae

Editor-in-Chief: Obaid Humaid Al Tayer
Managing Partner and Group Editor: Ian Fairservice
Editorial Director: Gina Johnson  
Group Editor – Business: Guido Duken
Group Editor – Business: Dean Carroll
Deputy Editor – Business: Vishwas Kulkarni
Deputy Editor: Emma Hodgson
Senior Art Director: Tarak Parekh  
Designer: Sanil Kumar 
Picture Researcher: Hilda D’Souza
Editorial Assistant: Londresa Flores  

General Manager – Production: S Sunil Kumar   
Assistant Production Manager: Binu Purandaran

Chief Commercial Officer: Anthony Milne  
Group Sales Director: Craig Wagstaff  
Publisher: Imane Eddinari  
Senior Sales Manager: Samer Alloush 
Sales Manager: Elliott Fowler-Marsh

Printed by: Emirates Printing Press, Dubai
The Week is a registered trademark of Felix Dennis. Licensed by 
Dennis Publishing, 30 Cleveland Street, London, W1T 4JD

28 FEBRUARY 2016 THE WEEK 

The UAE 
government 
announced this  

week that from January 2018 value added tax will  
be introduced. We look at what this will mean for  
the country in our Talking Points (see page 25). 
Meanwhile, the battle over whether Britain should 
leave the European Union escalated as Boris 
Johnson, the mayor of London and rival to the British 
PM David Cameron, announced he was on the side of 
the “Out” campaign (see main stories, above). 
Political tension was rising in India too, as the country 
faced an increasing clampdown on its civil liberties (see Controversy, page 6). Meanwhile, 
the economic crisis in Venezuela took a turn for the worse, as an editorial in El Mercurio 
newspaper warned that it could lead to “humanitarian tragedy” in the country. 

You can’t accuse Downing Street “of 
complacency in this campaign”, said James 
Forsyth in The Spectator. Throughout last week 
Tory MPs – a third of whom had yet to declare 
where they stood on the EU – were getting text 
messages from UK Chancellor George Osborne 
urging them to call him. A huge amount of 
energy was spent trying to prevent Justice 
Secretary Michael Gove not to mention London 
Mayor Boris Johnson from backing “Out”. And 
you can see why. For David Cameron, this has 
been a career-defining moment. “How history 
will judge him” depends not only on whether he 
wins, but “whether he can put the Tory party back together 
again afterwards”. Until last Saturday morning, Johnson was 
still completely undecided about which way to turn. But now 
that he and Gove – respectively one of the most popular and 
one of the cleverest politicians in the nation – have come out in 
favour of leaving, Out has a real chance of winning, even if the 
odds still favour the In campaign.  

“It’s not often you see a party of government splitting before 
your eyes,” said John Rentoul in The Independent on Sunday. 
It happened in 2003, when 139 Labour MPs voted against 
Tony Blair over Iraq. Now it’s happening with the Tories over 
Europe. I’d always thought all those Tory MPs who, like 
Cameron himself, had expressed impatience with the EU 
would, like him, vote to stay in when the chips were down. 
But it turns out many weren’t like Cameron at all: instead of 
a small rump arguing for Leave, it seems as many as half may 
do so. When the history books come to be written about this 
great clash, said James Kirkup in The Sunday Telegraph, 
people will find it hard to believe that “the international 

standing of a great nation” hinged on a personal 
rivalry between two men which goes back to their 
school days. At Eton, Johnson was the star, a scholar 
and a prefect: even as a small boy he’d talk of one 
day being “World King”. Cameron, by contrast, was 
relatively ordinary, an inconspicuous chap in one of 
the lower forms. But at Oxford, where they both 
went on to study, it was Cameron Minor, not the 
World King, who got a first. And it was Cameron 
who won the top job in politics, said Robert Colvile 
in Politico. This week we are witnessing the final 
showdown that the “narrative demands”. 

But Johnson’s critics are wrong to suggest he’s 
merely “positioning himself for a leadership bid”, 
said Toby Young in his Spectator blog. Like any 

“front-rank politician” – think Churchill or Thatcher – he’s 
a “mixture of conviction and careerism”. Were he solely 
interested in advancing his career, he’d have taken the foreign 
secretary job that he is rumoured to have been offered if he 
agreed to vote to stay in. But because he was genuinely 
dismayed by Cameron’s failure to bring home serious 
concessions from Brussels, he took the far riskier path of 
joining the Leave side. If his side loses, as is likely, his 
reputation as an election winner will be “tarnished”. 

Johnson’s motives may be questionable, said Philip Collins in 
The Times, but it’s Cameron’s that got us into this mess. To 
“staunch the internal bleeding in his party”, he embarked on 
a futile negotiation with Brussels that has only served to high-
light what is unsatisfactory about the EU. As for the promised 
EU referendum, like the Scottish one it will just serve to inflame 
and solidify convictions on both sides. We are all victims of his 
failed “party balancing trick”. Cameron began his time as 
Tory leader vowing never “to start ‘banging on’ about Europe. 
Now he talks of nothing else and it could be the death of him”.

Boris: Principled?

Tories in turmoil

•  Welfare: An “emergency brake” will enable Britain to restrict 
new EU migrants’ access to in-work benefits, gradually 
phasing in their entitlement over their first four years in the 
country. The UK would be able to apply this brake for an initial 
period of seven years. It could then ask to apply it again, but 
would need the approval of the Commission to do so. 

•  Child benefits: Payments of child benefit to children living 
in other EU countries will be linked to the cost of living in 
migrants’ home countries. This will apply to new arrivals 
straight away, but, in a major concession to East European 
nations, it won’t apply to EU workers who are already here 
until 2020. The current scheme costs $34.8m a year.

•  Ever closer union: The deal states that “it is recognised that 
the United Kingdom… is not committed to further political 

integration in the European Union… references to ever closer 
union do not apply to the United Kingdom”.

•  Protection for non-euro countries: Despite last-minute French 
objections, Cameron secured the right for a single country 
outside the single currency to force a debate among EU 
leaders about “problem” eurozone laws. However, this tactic 
could only be used to delay, rather than stop, legislation.

•  More power for national parliaments: The deal includes a “red 
card” procedure, whereby national parliaments representing 
55% of the EU population could club together to block new EU 
legislation. This is an advance on existing procedures, under 
which parliaments can merely force a review of laws, but the 
threshold of 55% would make it difficult to trigger in practice.

•  Competitiveness: The European Council has pledged to 
continue efforts to reduce the EU’s regulatory burden and to 
complete the single market in services.

The terms of the final deal
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India’s democracy is 
facing its worst crisis 
since Indira Gandhi’s 
time, said Valay Singhrai 
on DailyO.in. Ever since 
Narendra Modi of the 
Hindu nationalist 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) was elected PM in 
2014, his government 
and the party’s thugs 
have done their best to 
“choke off” opposition 
voices. When writers 
protested against anti-
Muslim violence by 
Hindu nationalists, they 
were condemned as 
“anti-national” and told 
to “go to Pakistan”. NGOs such as Greenpeace 
that question government policies have been 
harassed. Now, liberal students are in the firing 
line. On 12 February, police entered Delhi’s 
Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), India’s most 
radically left-wing educational establishment, and 
arrested the student union leader, Kanhaiya Kumar, 
on charges of sedition – just for having spoken at a 
meeting where Kashmiri activists shouted anti-
government slogans. Then, at his court hearings, 
students were assaulted by BJP supporters and 
right-wing lawyers shouting “Glory to Mother 
India”, as the police stood by. Home minister 
Rajnath Singh seemed unconcerned, stating that 
anyone shout ing “anti-India” slogans would “not 
be tolerated or spared”.

I would have thought that ministers had more 
important things to do than muzzling left-wing 
students, said Alok Rai in The Indian Express. It 

would be funny if “it 
were not ominous”. 
Under Modi, a 
combination of street 
violence by right- 
wing Hindu groups, 
draconian laws – such 
as the colonial-era 
charge of sedition – 
and a “compliant” 
police force is being 
deployed in order  
to silence all dissent. 
What an “angry, 
insecure nation” India 
has become, said Anand 
Soondas in The Times 
of India. The BJP wants 
to turn India into a 

theocratic Hindu rashtra (nation). But the country 
is far too diverse for that to ever succeed.

Unrest is flaring on campuses, said DNAIndia.com. 
There have been massive protests at JNU, in 
Kolkata and in Chennai. There were riots in 
Hyderabad, when a Dalit (“untouchable”) 
student hanged himself after allegedly being 
hounded out of the university by nationalists last 
month. The clampdown on student dissent is 
a transparent attempt to shift attention away 
from government failures, said Shivam Vij in 
Deutsche Welle. Hopes that an economic 
resurgence would follow Modi’s election have 
fallen flat, and his unwillingness to reach out to 
the opposition Congress party means essential 
reforms are being blocked by the upper house. 
Far from the “good days” he promised during 
his election campaign, Modi has only brought 
“bad days”.

Only in the UAE

Boring but important

Poll watch
British PM David Cameron 
might want to look at these 
figures very closely. Wales 
looks set to be the only 
devolved region to favour 
Brexit, after a big surge in 
support for the anti-European 
UK Independence party, 
according to The Welsh 
Barometer. Despite being 
one of the main financial 
recipients of UK 
membership, “the Welsh 
appear to have turned 
increasingly Eurosceptic”.  
An opinion poll last week by 
Welsh Barometer put the 
“Leave” vote among the 
principality’s 2.2m voters at 
45%, against 37% who want 
to remain part of the EU. In 
Scotland, with both the 
Scottish National party and 
Labour in favour, there is 
expected to be a big majority 
supporting remaining in the 
EU. A poll in N.Ireland put 
“Remain” on 55%, with just 
13% backing Brexit.

“This year’s Qasr Al Hosn 
Festival had a record 140,000 
visitors to the capital’s 
majestic palace-fort”, said  
The National. Since the event’s 
inauguration in 2013, “the 
public has been given access 
to the fort to learn the history 
of Abu Dhabi and allow 
residents and tourists to 
celebrate all things Emirati. 
This year’s event attracted 
15% more visitors than last 
year. “The kids’ activities were 
really front and centre,”  
 Asma Khouri, international 
communications team leader 
at Masdar told The National. 
“My two kids really enjoyed 
the event. This year’s display 
had an elegance and 
accessibility unmatched by  
the others. It’s a great way for 
my children to get in tune with 
the history of the UAE, to 
make it interesting for the 
youth and to gain a deeper 
understanding of our culture,” 
the Emirati said.

“Dubai Municipality has 
launched Heafz Al Na’ama, a 
food donation initiative 
where excess food from 
large banquets and buffets, 
whether from hotels, 
weddings or homes, will be 
packaged and delivered to 
the less fortunate”, said Gulf 
News. The initiative is aimed 
at regulating the process of 
collecting, packaging and 
distributing excess food   
that would otherwise go to 
waste, with the excess food 
being provided to needy 
families and individuals,  
said Hussain Nasser Lootah, 
director-general of Dubai 
Municipality. 

“Other beneficiaries include 
labourers and workers and 
the public during Ramadan 
in Iftar tents. This will be 
carried out by charities and 
hotels that will be authorised 
and supervised by the 
municipality’s Food Control 
Department. Four charities 
and four hotel entities 
signed a partnership 
agreement with Dubai 
Municipality — Emirates  
Red Crescent, Royati  
Family Society, Tarahum 
Charity Foundation, Al 
Maktoum Foundation, 
Armani Hotel, Dubai World 
Trade Centre, Al Bustan  
and Murooj Rotana Group 
and Madinat Jumeirah  
Hotel Group.”

The “bad days” are back in India

Unrest: A protest at JNU 

Good week for:
Phil Collins, who will be re-marrying his ex-wife, Orianne 
Cevey. “Our separation was the wrong decision,” said Cevey, 
who split from her husband a decade ago, to Swiss newspaper 
SonntagsBlick. “I now call Phil my husband again. We are 
determined to get married for a second time one day.”

Tunisian thespian Majd Mastoura, who won the Silver Bear  
for best actor at the Berlin film festival for his role in Hedi, a 
love story set in the aftermath of the Arab Spring. Denmark’s 
Trine Dyrholm, in the meanwhile, won the Silver Bear as best 
actress for her role as a wronged wife in Thomas Vinterberg's  
The Commune.

Bad week for:
Matchbox 20’s lead singer Rob Thomas, who has had to 
apologise for an abrasive joke made during his solo Melbourne 
show on Saturday, in which he said, “I keep drinking until I 
think I’m a black Australian”. The insensitive comment 
immediately drew the ire of many Indigenous Australians, 
including country music singer Troy Cassar-Daley. 

Three protesters who were arrested for throwing eggs at 
Ben Howlett, a British Tory MP from Bath. Approximately 40 
students and trade unionists were protesting against funding cuts 
and demanding free education, at Queen Square in Bath. The 
police were called to the scene after Howlett was struck on the 
back by an egg as he was leaving.
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Cairo, Egypt
Novelist jailed: “An Egyptian court has 
sentenced an author to two years in jail 
after explicit extracts from his novel were 
published in state media,” said BBC News. 
A private citizen had complained that the 
passage had “caused him distress and heart 
palpitations”. The author, Ahmed Naji, 
was initially absolved of the charges, but 
“prosecutors appealed, leading to this 
sentence”. Several high-profile Egyptian 
writers stood for Naji in court, including  
a prominent columnist who expressed 
outrage over the case on Sunday. The 
allegedly offensive chapter from Naji’s 
novel, The Use of Life, was published in the 
state-run literary review Akhbar al-Adab. 
Akhbar al-Adab’s editor was also ordered 
to pay a fine. Naji is still free to appeal.

Zubayr, Iraq
Missing radioactive material found: 
Iraq’s deputy health minister, Dr 

Jassim al-Falahi, claimed that missing 
radioactive material had been found 
near a petrol station in the southern 

Iraqi town of Zubayr, reported 
CNN. “We found the missing 
radioactive material inside its 
case with no damages,” he 
said. According to CNN, “the 

incident was reported to the 
International Atomic Energy 

Agency in November. The material in 
question, an industrial radiography 
device about the size of a laptop, was 
found apparently undamaged”. There 
have been serious concerns that the 
material which has the “potential to 
harm many could have fallen into the 
hands of ISIL or another terror group”.

Tehran, Iran
Detainee denied a lawyer: “An 
Iranian-American businessman who has 
been detained in Iran since October has  
been denied access to his lawyer by 
authorities, according to his attorney 
and family in an interview and on social 
media over the last two days,” said 
Reuters. Siamak Namazi, “a dual 
US-Iranian citizen, was detained by Iran 
in October”. Iranian authorities have 
not cited any reasons for his detainment. 
American Secretary of State, John 
Kerry, claimed he had reassurances 
from Iran that “Namazi’s case would be 
resolved soon”. Meanwhile, the lawyer 
Mahmoud Alizadeh Tabatabaei, said in 
a phone interview that he was 
“representing Namazi, but Iran’s 
judiciary chief had not yet allowed  
him to meet his client”.

Homs, Syria
ISIL bombs meant to damage Syria 
peace talks: “Russia has said that bomb 
attacks which killed at least 140 people 
in Syria were aimed at ‘subverting 
attempts’ to reach a political 
settlement,” reported BBC News. 
Russia’s foreign ministry has condemned 
the bomb attacks as the “atrocious 
crimes of extremists”. Sunday’s attacks 
targeted the Shia shrine of Sayyida 
Zeinab, south of the Syrian capital 
Damascus, and the city of Homs. ISIL 
claimed responsibility for the attacks in 
the areas dominated by “minorities reviled 
by ISIL”. “‘Four blasts in Sayyida 
Zeinab killed at least 83 people,’ 
according to state media. A monitoring 
group, in turn, also reported that 57 
people, mainly civilians, were killed in a 
double car bombing in Homs.”

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
Saudi cuts aid to Lebanon: Saudi Arabia 
announced that it “was stopping payment 
on $4 billion worth of military aid and 
other support for the army and security 
services of Lebanon because the country 
did not condemn attacks on Saudi 
diplomatic missions in  Iran”, said  
The New York Times. Iran has been 
supporting rebels in Yemen and Bashar 
al-Assad’s administration in Syria in a bid 
to compete “for influence across the 
Middle East”. Saudi Arabia’s withdrawal 
of aid to Lebanon comes after “Iranian 
demonstrators ransacked the Saudi 
Embassy in Tehran, last month, in 
reaction to Saudi Arabia’s execution on 
terrorism charges of a Shiite cleric”.

Sana’a, Yemen
Canadian rifles may have fallen into rebel 
hands: “Canadian-made weapons may have 
fallen into the hands of Houthi fighters in 
Yemen’s civil war, raising new concerns about 
Canada’s arms exports to the Middle East,” 
said Cbc.ca. “The rifles were most likely 
seized in Yemen,” according to Armament 
Research Services (ARES), an international 
intelligence consultancy that traces arms. The 
weapons were first seen in photos and videos 
featured on a Houthi-affiliated TV channel and 
social media. “Experts at ARES investigated the 
photos and concluded that ‘they almost 
certainly show an LRT-3 sniper rifle made by 
Winnipeg-based PGW Defence Technologies.’”

Tel Aviv, Israel
Conference cancelled over Israel’s 
involvement: “A South African conference on 
water has been cancelled following protests 
against the planned participation of an Israeli 
diplomat,” said electronicintifada.net. 
“Arthur Lenk, Israel’s ambassador to South 
Africa, was supposed to take part in a water 
summit on 26 February”. Lenk’s involvement, 
however, riled many speakers, including 
Lorenzo Fioramonti from the University of 
Pretoria, who withdrew from the conference. 
The conference was organised by the Mail 
and Guardian newspaper, in cooperation with 
the South African government. Fioramonti, a 
political economist, told the news site that he 
believed “it was necessary to support 
Palestinian and Israeli activists seeking just and 
sustainable peace”. The incident has sent 
shock waves in Tel Aviv, especially because as 

Israel has been “promoting itself as a 
global leader in water technology”.
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Helsinki, Finland 
Iraqis ask to go home: So many Iraqi 
asylum seekers in Finland are now 
desperate to go home again that the 
Helsinki government expects to have to 
charter one plane a week to transport 
them. Last year, a total of 32,500 refugees 
claimed asylum in Finland – ten times 
more than the previous year – but more 
than 4,000 have since cancelled their 
applications. They have cited reasons 
including the difficulty of learning a new 
language, a lack of economic opportunity 
and Finland’s freezing cold winters. The 
first special flight, carrying 103 Iraqis 
home, left last week; on arrival in 
Baghdad, some of the returnees – most of 
whom were young men – were pictured 
kissing the ground. Nearly 80% of the 
asylum seekers trying to leave Finland 
are Iraqis. Only 22 of the 877 Syrians 
who sought asylum in Finland last year, 
and 35 of the 5,214 Afghans, have 
asked to go home.

Warsaw, Poland
Walesa “was a 
spy”: Poland’s 
national archive 
has released 
papers suggesting 
that Lech Wałesa 
– the leader of the 
anti-communist 
Solidarity 
movement in  
the 1980s, and 
Poland’s first 

post-communist president – was a paid 
informant for the communist secret police 
in the 1970s. The former shipyard worker 
(pictured) has previously admitted that he 
signed papers in which he agreed to spy for 
the police, but he continues to insist that 
he never did so. Walesa, 72, has been a 
vocal critic of Poland’s right-wing govern-
ment, and there has been speculation that 
the papers were released to discredit him.

Moscow, Russia
Anti-doping “tell-all” claim: The former 
head of Russia’s anti-doping agency, 
Rusada, who died suddenly a fortnight 
ago, was planning to write a book 
exposing the extent of illegal doping in 
Russian sport, it has emerged. According 
to a report in The Sunday Times, Nikita 
Kamaev, 52, approached the paper – 
which has run several high-profile 
investigations into doping – ten weeks 
before he died, saying he wanted to “tell 
all” about state-sponsored doping from 
the 1980s onwards. Kamaev, who Russian 
authorities say died from a “massive heart 
attack”, stepped down from Rusada in 
December, after revelations of state-
sponsored doping led to Russia being 
banned from international athletics.  

Stockholm, Sweden
“Swedish Fritzl” guilty: A doctor dubbed the 
“Swedish Fritzl” was sentenced to ten years 
in prison by a Stockholm court this week for 
kidnapping a woman he had met for a date 
and holding her in a specially constructed 
bunker at his home. Martin Peter 
Trenneborg (pictured), 38, drugged his 
victim with Rohypnol-laced strawberries 
before driving her 350 miles to his home in 
southern Sweden. He had hoped to keep her 
as his “girlfriend” for years, but was caught 
after just six days when he forced the 
woman, who had been reported missing, to 
attend a police station to say she was not 
being coerced. He was also accused of rape, 
but was acquitted of that charge due to 
insufficient evidence.

Clausnitz, Germany
Anti-migrant incidents: The German 
government has condemned as “deeply 
shameful” an incident in which a “cold-
hearted and cowardly” mob tried to stop a 
bus as it carried refugees to a newly opened 
hostel in the eastern town of Clausnitz. 
Footage of the incident shows a crowd 
blockading the vehicle while chanting 
“Wir sind das Volk” (“We are the people”), 
and visibly upset children inside the bus. 
Police were also criticised for the way they 
manhandled some of the refugees off the 
bus and into the hostel. In another 
anti-refugee incident, a disused hotel in 
Bautzen that was due to be turned into 
accommodation for asylum seekers was set 
on fire as a crowd of onlookers applauded. 
Separately, Austria introduced an 80-per-
day cap on the number of migrants and 
refugees allowed into the country across its 
southern border. The EU condemned the 
measure, which it regards as unlawful. 

Prague, Czechoslovakia
Victims of communism commemorated:
Victims of the communist regime were 
commemorated by Deputy Prime Minister 
Pavel Bělobrádek, Culture Minister Daniel 
Herman, Cardinal Dominik Duka and 
others at a ceremony in front of a 
memorial at the base of Petřín tower, said 
The Prague Post. Several dozen people 
turned up to light candles and say prayers 
on the eve of the anniversary of the 
communist coup in February 1948, even 
as politicians and clergy urged the public 
to never forget the coup of 1948. “We 
must never forget. There were thousands 
of innocent victims of the communist 
regime,” said Herman, adding that the 
victims included both opponents to the 
regime and those who fell victim to its 
massive lies. Thousands of political 
prisoners died in custody and “courts 
imposed some 200,000 politically 
motivated sentences in the communist era”.

Calais, 
France
“Jungle” 
part-closure: 
Belgium 
imposed 
controls 
along its 
border with 
France this week in anticipation of the 
closure of part of the Jungle refugee camp 
in Calais. “[The migrants] are already on 
their way here,” Belgian’s interior minister, 
Jan Jambon, was quoted as saying. “It’s 
our express intention to avoid tent camps 
like Calais in our country.” Paris had set a 
deadline of 8pm local time on Tuesday for 
the evacuation and demolition of the 
southern part of the camp. However, this 
had to be delayed when aid agencies filed a 
suit challenging the legality of the 
evictions. The aid agencies had carried out 
a detailed census of the affected area of the 
camp, and found it was home to 3,455 
people – far more than the prefecture’s 
estimate of 800 to 1,000 – including 445 
children. They are demanding that the 
demolition is delayed until suitable 
alternative accom modation is found for 
the camp’s residents.
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Columbia, South Carolina 
End of a dynasty: The former 
Florida governor Jeb Bush – the 
son of one president, and the 
brother of another – quit the 
Republican race for the White 
House last week, after coming a 
distant fourth place in the South 
Carolina primary. “The people of 
Iowa, New Hampshire and South 
Carolina have spoken,” a visibly 
tearful Bush (pictured) told 
supporters in the city of Columbia. 
“And I really respect their 

decision.” With John Kasich and Ben Carson also struggling, the 
Republicans now face an acrimonious three-horse race between 
Donald Trump – who consolidated his front runner status this 
week with confident victories in South Carolina and Nevada 
– Ted Cruz and Marco Rubio. Rubio is now seen by the 
Republican establishment as their best hope for beating 
Trump: a big test of his ability to do so comes next 
week on “Super Tuesday” (1 March), when 13 
states hold primaries or caucuses on the same day.   
In the Democrat race, Hillary Clinton regained some momentum 
with a reasonably solid win in Nevada: she took 53% of the vote 
compared to 47% for Bernie Sanders. The party’s South Carolina 
primary takes place on 27 February. 

Kalamazoo, Michigan
Uber killings: In the latest mass shooting to shock America, a 
cab driver has been charged with killing six people in a series of 
apparently random attacks in the Michigan town of Kalamazoo. 
The suspect was named as Jason Dalton, 45, who was working as 
an Uber driver. His three alleged attacks took place over several 
hours last Saturday, and he is believed to have continued to pick 
up passengers between shootings. In the first, he allegedly shot a 
woman outside her apartment block with her children. She was 
seriously injured. Four hours later, he reportedly gunned down a 
father and his teenage son at a car dealership. Dalton is accused of 
then shooting five people in a restaurant car park; four women in 
their 60s and 70s were killed, and a 14-year-old girl was critically 
injured. Two hours later, Dalton – who had passed Uber’s back- 
ground checks – surrendered to police, who confirmed he had no 
known criminal history, and no known links to the victims.

Guantánamo Bay, Cuba 
Shutdown plan: President Barack Obama has finally unveiled 
his long-awaited plan to close the US detention facility at 
Guantánamo Bay – something he vowed to do within a year of 
taking office back in 2009. Under the president’s proposal, the 
remaining 91 detainees will either be sent to third-party countries, 
or – if deemed too dangerous for that –  transferred to (yet to be 
identified) facilities on US soil. However, many Republicans are 
fundamentally opposed to bringing the terror suspects to the US, 
and are likely to try to block the move in Congress. Obama 
described keeping Guantánamo open as “contrary to our values”, 
and damaging to America’s national interests. “It undermines our 
standing in the world,” he said. “It is viewed as a stain on our 
broader record of upholding the highest standards of rule of law.”

Los Angeles, California
Hollywood “inclusion crisis”: With days to go before this year’s 
Academy Awards, and the row over the “lily white” Oscars still 
raging, the US film and TV industry was accused of functioning 
as a “straight, white, boy’s club” in a damning academic report. 
Researchers at the University of Southern California examined 
414 films and TV series that aired between 2014 and 2015, and 
found that only 28% of the characters were non-white, 
compared to 38% of the US population; only 33.5% of 
speaking roles were female; and only 2% were identified as 
LGBT. Among film directors, 87% were white, and only 3.4% 
female. “The results reveal that the prequel to #OscarsSoWhite 
is #Hollywood SoWhite,” said the report’s author, Professor 
Stacy L. Smith. 

Caracas, Venezuela 
Petrol prices up: Venezuela – 
home to the world’s largest 
proven oil reserves – has 
announced that it is putting up 
petrol prices for the first time in 20 
years, by more than 6,000%. In a rambling five-hour televised 
address, President Nicolás Maduro also announced a 37% 
devaluation of the currency, measures that he said were necessary 
to shore up the country’s crisis-hit economy. The price of a litre of 
standard 95-octane petrol will rise from 0.097 bolivars 
(approximately one US cent) to six bolivars, which is equivalent 
to 60 cents at the new official exchange rate, but only about three 
cents at the widely used unofficial rate: so Venezuelans, 
accustomed to petrol being virtually free, will still enjoy by far the 
cheapest fuel in the world (see Talking points, page 24).

West Feliciana, Louisiana 
Last of the “Angola Three” released: The final member of the 
“Angola Three” still behind bars was released last week, having 
spent 43 years in solitary confinement. Albert Woodfox, 69, was 
one of three inmates confined to solitary at the Louisiana State 
Penitentiary – also known as Angola – in West Feliciana Parish 
after being convicted of killing a prison guard in 1972. The men 
always protested their innocence, and Woodfox’s conviction was 
overturned three times, but the state appealed each time. 
The former armed robber was finally freed after agreeing to 
plead “no contest” to lesser charges. 
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Moscow, Russia
Eye in the sky: Russia this week asked 
permission to fly surveillance planes with 
high-tech digital cameras over the US. 
Under the 1992 Open Skies treaty, which 
promotes transparency in military 
movements to reduce the risk of war, 
Russian surveillance planes are allowed to 
fly over the US, with US personnel on 
board to monitor them. The treaty also 
allows US spy planes to fly over Russia. 
But some US intelligence officials say the 
new technology would violate the spirit of 
the treaty, particularly as the Russian flight 
paths have begun to stray from missile 
silos to include areas of critical US 
infrastructure, such as power plants and 
communications facilities. US officials said 
they would review the Russian request to 
determine whether the new cameras meet
treaty requirements.

New Delhi, India
Water crisis: Indian troops were deployed 
to secure New Delhi’s water supplies on 
Monday, after a vital canal was blocked 
during caste-based riots in neighbouring 
Haryana state. Protesters from the Jat 
caste sabotaged the Munak Canal, which 
supplies 60% of New Delhi’s water, 
leaving large swathes of the city without 
any water at all. Normally seen as an elite 
caste of rural landowners, the Jats believe 
they are being disadvantaged by a quota 
system that gives college places and public 
sector jobs to lower castes. At least 19 people 
have been killed in rioting related to the issue 
in the last week – adding to a turbulent 
fortnight in India, which has also seen its 
biggest student protests for 25 years. 
Students are protesting against the rise of 
hard-line Hindu nationalism under the Modi 
government (see Controversy, page 6).

Kampala, Uganda
30-year rule 
extended: 
Uganda’s 
President Yoweri 
Museveni 
extended his 
30-year rule last 
weekend by winning 
61% of the vote in an election marked by 
violence, a complete shutdown of social 
media, and the house arrest of the main 
opposition candidate. Kizza Besigye secured 
35% of the vote in an election he described 
as the “most fraudulent electoral process” 
yet seen in Uganda; EU election observers 
spoke of “an intimidating atmosphere for 
both voters and candidates”. In power since 
1986, Museveni helped bring stability to 
Uganda after the turbulent Idi Amin and 
Milton Obote years, and has presided over 
relatively strong economic growth. But 
critics say the former guerrilla leader, aged 
71, has become a corrupt autocrat, 
determined to rule for life.

Paracel Islands
Chinese missiles: China 
has deployed surface-to-
air missiles on disputed 
islands in the South China 
Sea, according to Taiwan 
– a development which 
risks significantly 
increasing international 
tensions in the region. 
Satellite images published 
last week appear to show 
two batteries of eight 
missiles and a radar 
system on Woody Island 
(also known as Yongxing 
Island), the largest of an 
archipelago which is also 

claimed by Taiwan 
and Vietnam. 

China denied  
the reports.

Beijing, China 
Absolute power: 
President Xi 
Jinping made a 
rare and high-
profile tour of 
China’s three 
main state-run 
media outlets last 
Friday, telling 
staff that they 
must pledge total 
loyalty to his 

Communist Party and to him personally. 
Those working in state-run media “must 
love the party, protect the party, and 
closely align themselves with the party 
leadership in thought, politics and action”, 
said Xi (pictured). Seen as more personally 
powerful than recent predecessors, he was 
met with near adulation in the newsrooms.   

Lake Yeak Laom, 
Cambodia
Royal visit: 
A $40,000 
lavatory was 
imported  
to one of 
Cambodia’s 
poorest regions 
this week, for the 
exclusive use of  
a visiting Thai 

princess. The air-conditioned WC was built 
on the banks of Lake Yeak Laom, in 
Ratanakiri province, for Princess Maha 
Chakri Sirindhorn’s (pictured) visit to open a 
new healthcare centre – but in the event, she 
came and went without using the royal 
facility. Critics suggested the money would 
have been better spent on providing WCs for 
some of the nation’s schools, a third of  
which have no sanitation at all. 

Suva, Fiji
Killer cyclone: The island nation of Fiji 
was struck by one of the most ferocious 
cyclones ever seen in the Southern 
Hemisphere last weekend, with 200mph 
winds, torrential rain and waves up to 
40ft high. At least 20 people were killed 
by Cyclone Winston, and thousands were 
forced to take refuge in emergency 
shelters. About 80% of Fiji’s 900,000 
population, who are spread across more 
than 100 islands, were left without 
electricity following the storm, and the 
government declared a 30-day state of 
national emergency.
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Dolly Parton’s family values
According to country music star Dolly Parton, although she had an impoverished 
childhood growing up in Tennessee in the 1940s and 1950s she “never felt poor”. 
Parton told Anita Sethi in The Guardian: “We always had food, a roof over our heads 
and clothes on our backs. It wasn’t exactly what we wanted but Mama and Daddy 
were always quick to point out the families that suffered far more than we ever did. It 

all seemed just natural to me. It’s only when you look back at beans and 
cornbread, sleeping several to a bed, using newspaper for insulation 
and dealing with an outhouse that you realise – yes, I guess we were 
poor.” Although Parton and her husband Carl Dean, who have been 
married 50 years,“ don’t have any children, the singer says she is an 

“honorary god mother” to popstar Miley Cyrus. “I have known her 
since she was a baby. I go back a long ways with [Miley’s father] Billy Ray and I was 

so happy for them when they had this little girl. Miley has a wonderful future ahead of 
her, and I will always be there to support her and cheer for her success and happiness.”

A mother’s guilt
Sue Klebold has spent the past 
17 years trying to work out 
where she went wrong, says 
Emma Brockes in The 
Guardian. In 1999 her son 
Dylan and his friend Eric Harris 
shot dead 13 people at 
Columbine High School, before 
killing themselves. Klebold 
intinctively blamed herself. “A 
mother is supposed to know,” 
she says. Yet she’d had no idea 
that her teenage son was 
profoundly depressed, or that he 
was hiding an illegal gun in the 
house – let alone that he was 
planning a massacre. She has 
gone over and over Dylan’s 
stable, middle-class childhood, 
looking for clues as to how her 
gentle “sunshine boy” turned 
into a killer. “I remember being 
certain that the birthday cake 
I had given Dylan on his third 
birthday wasn’t as pretty as 
the one his brother had had on 
his third birthday, which made 
him feel unloved, and therefore 
this happened. You go back over 
every conversation, every gift, 
every moment, and what you 
feel is self-loathing. I let this 
happen: it was my role to keep 
him safe, and to keep others safe 
too, and somehow this 
happened because of me, 
because I wasn’t able to stop it.”  
She now believes that Dylan had 
shown some signs of depression 
– changing sleep patterns, 

moodiness, getting into trouble 
at school – but she failed to 
recognise them. “I could see his 
behaviours were changing. I 
attributed it to being an 
adolescent. That is why I now 
say to people: if your children 
misbehave, if a young man is 
irritable, if your daughter has a 
lot of somatic complaints, this 
could be a mental issue.” And 
don’t kid yourself that it 
couldn’t happen in your family. 
“One of the frightening things 
about this reality is that people 
who have family members who 
do things like this are just like 
the rest of us. I’ve met several 
mums of mass shooters, and 
they are as sweet and nice as 
they can be. You wouldn’t know, 
if you saw all of us in a room, 
what brought us together.” 

The trouble with actors
At 75, Michael Gambon has 
reluctantly abandoned the 
theatre, because he can no 
longer remember his lines. “I 
miss it so much that it makes me 
cry,” he told John Preston in 
The Daily Telegraph. Some 
veteran actors turn to directing 
– but Gambon says he lacks the 
necessary authority. “I tried it 
once, at the National. It was a 
disaster. I can’t even remember 
what the play was, but I do 
remember sitting in the rehearsal 
room directing the actors. When 
I said we should have a 
ten-minute break, they all went 
into a corner and started talking 
about me. That was bad 
enough, but then there was this 
actress who was supposed to be 
sitting beside her dead husband’s 
side. All she kept doing was 
fiddling with her handbag. I told 
her: ‘You can’t do that; you’ve 
got to look at your husband.’ 

She just said, ‘I’d rather 
fiddle with my bag, thank 
you.’ And that was it. I 
never did it again.”

Pamela’s newfound freedom
Pamela Anderson longs to be taken seriously, said Jen Yamato on 
TheDailyBeast.com. The former Baywatch babe, 48, is starring in 
a new sci-fi movie, directed by art world filmmaker Luke Gilford, 
that she considers her first real acting job ever. She’s also been 
discussing possible film roles with the auteur Werner Herzog,  
who told her: “I’ve always wanted to work with you.” An activist 
on the environment and child abuse (she’s a survivor herself), 
Anderson considers herself at “the beginning” of her second 
career. Just a year ago, she was depressed and full of self-doubt, 
stuck in a controlling fourth marriage to film producer Rick 
Salomon. “If you’re in a bad relationship, that makes you feel 
awful about yourself.’’  She was thinking of leaving Los Angeles 
and wondering, “Am I going to disappear?” But then she finally 
divorced Salomon, and fired her professional team. “I felt like I 
was arguing with people all the time about where to go, what to 
do, how to look. There is this formula that everybody wants 
people to follow. [But] you can be a glamorous woman and  
play another role. I just want to be the girl breaking the mould. 
You’ve got to use everything you’ve got.”
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Wouldn’t we find that  
too revolting?
Our horror of eating insects – 
what’s known as the “disgust 
factor” in the scientific literature 
– is something that food 
historians and nutritionists are 
keen to understand, because we 
haven’t always felt that way. A 
dish of well-cooked beetles or 
worms was something of a luxury 
in ancient Greece and Rome. 
Aristotle had a taste for cicada 
nymphs, preferring females, while 
Pliny the Elder enjoyed “cossus”, 
the larva of a longhorn beetle that 
lives on oak trees. 

But not many people eat 
insects now, right?
They do, actually. According to a 200-page UN report in 2013 on 
edible insects, some two billion people in 162 countries regularly 
eat insects as part of their diet. In Taiwan, stir-fried crickets, 
sautéed caterpillars, ant-fried rice, and deep-fried scorpion in chilli 
pepper all feature on menus at fashionable restaurants. A fast-
food chain in Thailand, called Insects Inter, sells dishes such as 
crispy fried crickets under the slogan, “Never mind the look, it 
tastes great”. In Mexico, ground-up grasshoppers, a popular 
ingredient, form a tasty filling for tortillas. In Ghana and Nigeria, 
people enjoy winged termites, fried or roasted, as a salted snack. 
People in Southern Africa put locusts in their cornmeal porridge 
to add crunch. Some 1,900 insect species are known to be eaten 
by humans. Beetles are the most commonly consumed, accounting 
for 31% of the total eaten, with caterpillars second, at 18%.
 
Do we have to get involved?
According to the UN, 13 of the 14 domesticated mammals best 
suited for farming have historically been found in Europe and 
northern Asia. So until now the region has felt no need to engage 
in entomophagy (the official name for eating insects). But the days  
of affordable, plentiful meat are coming to an end. By 2050, the 
world population – a billion of whom are already going hungry 
– is forecast to hit more than nine billion: to meet this increased 
demand, the UN predicts food production must double – with 
cheap, massive supplies of protein a priority. Traditional sources 
such as beef aren’t going to cut  
it. Growing food for livestock 
already consumes more than half 
of America’s water supplies, and 
the environmental impact of 
farming billions of cows, chickens 
and pigs is a major contrib utor to 
greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
But why turn to eating bugs? 
There are lots of them, for a  
start. More than half the earth’s 
organisms are insects: around  
a million species are known to 
science and it’s thought another  
four to five million are yet to be 
discovered. There’s not much 
danger of them running out any 
time soon either: while a cow 
might give birth to between ten 
and 20 calves during her lifetime, 
a female cricket lays between 
1,200 and 1,500 eggs in the space 

of a few weeks. And being cold-
blooded, insects are far more efficient 
at converting their own diets into body 
mass: it takes more than 3,000 litres of 
water to make 150g of beef, yet barely 
any to sustain 150g worth of grass-
hoppers or weaver ants. Insects are also 
rich in minerals such as iron and zinc. 
Ubiquitous in nature, and good for you 
too – two reasons why you are eating 
insects already, without realising it.

What insects do we  
unwittingly eat?
Bugs turn up in vegetable harvests all 
the time, and since most insects are 
harmless to eat, food regulators allow 
a certain amount in our food. For 
example, the US Food and Drug 
Administration permits up to 50 aphids, 

mites or thunderbugs per 100g of spinach before deeming it 
contaminated. Peanut butter can have 30 insect fragments per 100g, 
chocolate up to 60. The red food colourant cochineal is made from 
crushed carcasses of a Latin American beetle. “An individual 
probably ingests about one to two pounds of flies, maggots, and 
other bugs each year without even knowing it,” says Scientific 
American magazine. Entomophagy fans hope it’s but a short 
step from this involuntary consumption to us tucking into 
crispy fried crickets.

What about the disgust factor?
The UN feels that Western societies will “require tailored media 
communication strategies and educational programmes” to help 
them get over their heebie-jeebies. A recent article in the journal 
Psychology and Marketing found (unsurprisingly) that consumers 
were turned off by insect-based products that explicitly named 
the ingredients – Giant Waterbug Asian Spice Mix, for instance 
– and suggested manufacturers “may want to indicate product 
ingredients in a more ambiguous way”. Hopeful nutritionists note 
that our tastes can change fast: shrimps and lobster, once seen as 
foods for the poor, are now delicacies; sushi, which few in the UK 
would have touched a generation ago, is now widely eaten in Britain.

So are insects making their way into Western diets?
Yes: their first major incursion is in the form of energy bars, with 
the high protein and low carb content of ground-up crickets and 

grasshoppers making them 
attractive to fitness enthusiasts. 
Cricket flour has been named as one 
of the food trends for 2016 by Verve 
magazine, and forms the basis of 
Crobar, an energy snack made by 
Gathrfoods. Elsewhere, insects are 
popular among people on so-called 
paleo diets – loosely based on the 
hunting-gathering behaviours of 
early man – and adventurous diners 
at the Black Ant restaurant in New 
York and the Grub Kitchen in 
Pembrokeshire, which serve 
dishes such as toasted cumin 
mealworm hummus and grass-
hopper burgers. In the shorter 
term, insect farming is likely to 
see its first major customers in 
livestock feeding, as we all come 
around to the icky inevitability of 
entomophagy (see box).

Can I have flies with that?
Eating insects could become part of our daily life on a planet where food production must double to feed the growing population

Guacamole with crickets and crepes with mealworms 

The father of modern-day insect eating
In 1885, the British entomologist Vincent M. Holt pub lished his 
only known work, Why Not Eat Insects?, a pamphlet now seen 

as the founding document of the entomophagy movement. 
Holt proposed that insects should supplement the diets of the 

working poor. “One of the constant questions of the day is, 
‘How can the farmer most successfully battle with the insect 

devourers of his crops?’” he wrote. “I suggest that they should 
be collected by the poor as food. Why not?” 

Holt knew his proposal was radical. “I’m fully conscious of the 
difficulty of battling against a long-existing and deep-rooted 
public prejudice,” he wrote. But he cited ancient appetites for 

insects and the habits of healthy and diligent grasshopper and 
grub eaters around the world. “Though uncivilised,” he wrote, 
“most of these peoples are more particular as to the fitness of 

their food than we are.” Even so, Holt made plain that there 
were limits. “There are insects and insects,” he wrote. “My 

insects are all vegetable feeders, clean, palatable, wholesome, 
and decidedly more particular in their feeding than 

ourselves… I’m confident that, on finding out how good they 
are, we shall some day right gladly cook and eat them.” Holt’s 

day may soon be upon us.
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Iran, Russia and other forces that want to 
expel Sunni Muslim Syrians from some 
areas and replace them with Shias are 
invading Syria, says Syrian columnist 
Ghassan Al Imam. He also believes that 
Russia is trying to provoke Turkey and  
this could trigger an all-our war in the 
region. In an article in the Saudi daily 
Sharqalawsat, Imam argues that Russia is 
providing air cover to militias from Iran, 
Lebanon, Iraq and Afghanistan in their 
attacks on opposition-held towns in a bid to occupy them and expel their residents. “Syria is 
now under a regional and international ethnic invasion that threatens its territorial integrity. 
There are many militias fighting alongside with the regime forces from Iran, Lebanon, Iraq, 
Afghanistan and other countries. They are invading many areas with the aid of the Russian air 
force with the aim of expelling their residents and replacing them with Shias. This is happening 
mainly in parts of Damascus, Homs, Aleppo, and some areas close to the border with 
Lebanon,” he says. “At the same time Russia is trying to provoke Turkey and besiege it 
militarily and economically. These provocations may trigger an all-out war in the region. 
Therefore, the US needs to intervene to prevent further escalation and ensure Russia will respect 
its promise to halt hostilities. Failure to do so means the situation could spiral out of control.”

Syria is being 
invaded by Iran 
and Russia
Ghassan Al Imam 

Sharqalawsat
 

Arab military 
exercises are not 
muscle-flexing
Hashim Abdo Hashim 

Alriyadh

The military exercises being conducted 
by 20 Islamic countries in Saudi Arabia 
are not a demonstration of muscle-
flexing, but represent a common will to 
confront perceived threats by Iran and 
Russia, says a Saudi columnist. Hashim 
Abdo Hashim notes that the largest 
military manoeuvres in the region’s 
history follow Russia’s military 
involvement in Syria, unclear policy 
positions by the US and its Western 
allies, and continued Iranian threats against the Arab countries. In an article published in 
the Saudi Arabic language daily Alriyadh, he notes that Russian and Iranian behaviour in 
the region “constitutes a serious provocation” to Saudi Arabia and other Islamic countries. 
“Saudi Arabia doesn’t have the option to wait until enemy armies march in or their 
warplanes violate its airspace at a time when terrorists are spreading in the Kingdom,” he 
says. “The exercises in the north of the country are intended to demonstrate the capability 
of Saudi Arabia and its allies and deter any aggression. These exercises are definitely not 
meant as muscle-flexing, but as an expression of unity and shared will to defend ourselves, 
protect our land and bolster our forces. We people of this region have faith in our soldiers 
to protect our nations and stop our enemies whether they are inside or outside our region.”

Saudi Arabia needs to create a supreme authority to fight terrorism after a series of bloody 
bombings targeting its mosques, says a local columnist. Abdul Rahman Al Wabli argues that 
force alone is not enough to combat terror. The terrorists use intellectual techniques to attract 
extremists and that indicates the need for intellectual campaigns to counter them. In an 
article in the Saudi Arabic daily Al Watan he argues that Saudi Arabia’s failure to 
uncover and prevent mosque attacks is due to the absence of a specialised counter-
terrorism body entrusted with gathering intelligence and devising “comprehensive 
strategies” to prevent terror attacks in the Gulf Kingdom and minimise losses from 
terror activities. “I therefore propose the creation of a supreme authority to fight 
extremism and terrorism. This authority must include military and civilian experts and 
have extensive powers covering all sectors in the country.” It must also be “directly 
supervised and headed by the Monarch or his crown prince. It should coordinate the 
efforts of all departments in the Kingdom and send periodical instructions to those 
departments so they can better perform their duties against terror. ”

Kuwait needs to take measures to combat corruption, reduce foreign aid and impose corporate 
taxes as part of austerity measures to deal with low oil prices and cover the fiscal deficit, says a 
columnist in the Gulf emirate. Adel Al Mutairi believes measures taken by the government such 
as cutting petrol subsidies and social aid to citizens are not enough to bridge the budget deficit 
caused by the steep fall in crude prices. “As part of its austerity policy, the government needs to 
take the following measures to ensure there will be no fiscal deficit at the end of the year. The 
first step should be fighting corruption,” he says in an article published in Kuwaiti’s Arabic 
language daily Al-Anba. “The other measures should include reducing foreign aid, introducing 
limited taxes on companies operating in the country, and increasing electricity fees. The 
government should also liberalise the tenders market so that large foreign companies will be able 
to bid for contracts directly instead of having a local agent.” The writer believes that the fiscal 
deficit is temporary as the decline in oil prices is not permanent. “The budget will revert to a 
surplus after oil prices rebound and this means that austerity measures could be only temporary. 
However, they could be enforced permanently when the country’s oil resources are depleted.”

Saudi Arabia:  
Need for counter-
terrorism body

Abdul Rahman Al Wabli 

Al Watan
 

Kuwait: Measures 
needed to end 
corruption

Adel Al Mutairi 

Al-Anba
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The need
for a centrist
alternative
Morton Kondracke

The Wall Street Journal

If Michael Bloomberg wants to perform a real public service, said Morton Kondracke, he’ll use  
his vast wealth to help “fund a robust centrist movement”. Bloomberg has said he’s weighing an 
independent presidential run to offer an alternative to Bernie Sanders and Donald Trump or Ted 
Cruz, should they be nominated, but what “this deeply polarised country needs” is not a one-off 
candidate, but a true “moderate political movement” that lasts beyond 2016 – and might develop 
into a real third party. The GOP has moved to the far right and the Democrats have moved to the  
far left, while polls find that 40% of voters identify themselves as “moderate”. On issues such as gun 
control, climate change, immigration and abortion, most voters support common sense, centrist 
positions – not the black-and-white absolutes of the partisans. Bloomberg has little or no chance of 
being elected president, because he’s not charismatic and has no national base of support. But he 
could use some of his $37 billion to help organise various centrist and anti-polarisation groups into  
a real movement. Saving “the American political system from extremism” would be “the best act of 
philanthropy I can imagine”.

“I am the son of a Polish immigrant.” Thus declared Bernie Sanders to supporters after his victory  
in the recent New Hampshire primary, says Gal Beckerman. Polish? Sanders that night became “the 
first Jew ever to win a presidential nominating contest in American history. So why no mention of 
that “breakthrough aspect” of his candidacy? It has to do with “the kind of American Jew” Sanders 
represents. The Vermont senator hails from a tradition of fiercely secular Jewish socialists, who 
rejected Zionism and instead sought justice through left-wing politics. These Jews, often immigrants 
from Eastern Europe, “adopted socialism as a new kind of faith”, revering Franklin D. Roosevelt 
and “championing a liberal ethos that still characterises American Jews today” (70% reliably  
vote Democrat). With roots like that, it’s no surprise Sanders rarely speaks of his Jewishness, never 
attends synagogue, and shows little interest in Israel. In this respect, he’s representative of the way 
America’s Jewish community as a whole is going: religious observance and reflexive support of  
Israel are both in decline. That’s another reason, perhaps, why the Jewish establishment didn’t greet 
Sanders’ historic win “by hoisting him up in a chair like a joyous bar mitzvah boy”. 

Sanders: 
Hiding his 
Jewish roots?
Gal Beckerman

The New York Times

“The word ‘brilliant’ is overused,” 
said Mona Charen in National 
Review. But in the case of Justice 
Antonin Scalia, who died a 
fortnight ago, “it may be too 
weak”. In his 29 years on the US 
Supreme Court, Scalia used his 
caustic wit and intelligence to 
bring new vigour to what had 
previously been the dullest of 
America’s three branches of 
government. His arguments didn’t 
always carry the day; indeed, he 
wrote more of his famously 
blistering dissents than he did  
of majority opinions. But by 
championing the conservative 
legal philosophy known as 
“originalism” – which holds that 
courts should be guided by the meaning of the Constitution as it 
was originally written – he was hugely influential. Scalia, said 
Stephen Calabresi in USA Today, was quite simply “the most 
important justice in American history”.

“Good riddance,” said Paul Rosenberg on Salon.com. For all 
Scalia’s charm and vaunted devotion to the “rule of law”, his 
opinions were appallingly reactionary. In the infamous Citizens 
United decision of 2010, he decided that when the Founders 
said “free speech”, they meant money – a ruling that struck 
down campaign funding limits and accelerated the corruption of 
US politics. And who can forget his nakedly partisan, circular 
logic in concurring with the Bush v. Gore ruling that handed 
the 2000 presidential election to the Republicans? If Florida 
were allowed to recount the votes of its citizens, Scalia 
reasoned, it might reveal that Al Gore had won the election, 
thus “casting a cloud” over the legitimacy of the rightful 
president, George W. Bush.

In 2012, said Charles Krauthammer in The Washington Post, 
Scalia remarked that he wouldn’t retire until a Republican was 
back in the White House. “I would not like to be replaced,” he 

explained, “by someone who 
immediately sets about undoing 
everything that I’ve tried to do 
for 25 years”. But that is now  
a real danger. If President Obama 
replaces Scalia with a left-wing 
justice, the closely balanced 
Supreme Court will be split 5-4 
in favour of liberals, potentially 
ushering in a new era of 
left-wing judicial activism. 
That’s why the Republicans are 
quite rightly insisting that they 
will block any new appointment 
until after the presidential 
election in November.

Get ready for what could be “the 
meanest nomination battle in 

modern American history”, said Jonah Goldberg in the Los 
Angeles Times. It’s going to “get very ugly”.  Democrats have 
accused the GOP of violating a “sacred norm” by vowing to 
block Obama’s Supreme Court appointee, yet they’ve done the 
same in the past. But the Republicans are taking a gamble, said 
Mark Joseph on Slate.com. If they win the White House, they’ll 
get to choose Scalia’s successor. But what if a Democrat wins? 
They could appoint a very liberal nominee, and then “no 
conservative precedent would be safe”. Not the right to bear 
arms enshrined in District of Colombia v. Heller, not Citizens 
United, not the death penalty. Why don’t Republicans at least 
consider a “compromise candidate”? 

The row over Scalia’s replacement promises to add “an extra 
layer of insanity” to a presidential campaign “already defined 
by radicals and demagogues”, said Ross Douthat in The New 
York Times. The irony is that this clash between law and 
politics is exactly the kind of thing Scalia’s legal philosophy 
tried to keep in check, by “promoting a more limited vision  
of the Supreme Court’s role” in America. “But for his 
influence, in this effort he clearly failed – and what’s about  
to come will prove it.”

Scalia: Will a liberal replace him?

Scalia: What next for the Supreme Court?
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Why we take 
silly students  
seriously 
The Sunday Times

Students today, eh? What an insufferable bunch of prigs – always taking stands on things they know 
nothing about and trying to silence people whose views offend their delicate sensibilities. But here’s 
the thing, says Jenny Hjul. It was ever thus. I cringe to recall my own role as an “undergraduate 
agitator” in the early days of Thatcherism, throwing eggs at then education minister Rhodes Boyson 
when he came to speak at my university, and going on “every rent-a-mob coach” to every demo. I 
cheered a “Zionism is racism” motion in a student union debate “without understanding what it 
meant; I had even less clue about other hot topics”. But the difference back then was that as we 
didn’t have social media, our antics went unnoticed by the country at large. By contrast, today’s 
firebrands, unlike their equally shrill forebears, can force universities to cave in to their idiotic 
demands because they are armed with the power of mass online petitions. The good news,  
however, is that soon students stop being students and grow up.

Should we  
be worried  
about Italy?
The Local 

 

Embodiment
of the rot
at the top
Der Spiegel 

Economically, “it’s been a bleak  
start to the year for Italy”, said an 
editorial in The Local. It’s true that 
“bankrupt Greece might have stolen 
the limelight”, in the years following 
the 2008 financial crisis, but Italy’s 
economy isn’t much better. The 
Italian economy is currently “limping 
along” and if it “goes the way  
of Greece, the impact will be 
monumental, not just for Europe  
but the whole world economy”.  The 
banks of Europe “aren’t in a healthy 
state right now, but the situation in 
Italy is far worse”. Bad loans are 
becoming a big problem: loans which fall into this group are classified as those that “are not 
being paid back as per the agreement between the borrower and the lender”. By the end of 
December 2015, the amount of bad loans in the Italian banking system was estimated to be $220 
billion. “Italy’s major banks and corporations are starting to feel the pain, with stocks in Monte 
dei Paschi di Siena, Banca Carige, Unicredit, and Fiat falling dramatically in mid-January.” There 
is some good news, however. Experts at Fitch ratings agency said that the country’s banks 
“despite the huge amount of bad loads on their books, appear to have ‘adequate solvency,’ at 
least enough to avert total collapse”.

Bulgaria’s “most flamboyant” 
politician may also be one of its most 
corrupt, said Frank Stier. Delyan 
Peevski (pictured), 35, self-proclaimed 
political wunderkind and deputy of 
the largest Bulgarian Turkish party, 
Movement for Rights and Freedoms, 
is a mountain of a man, and he knows 
how to throw that weight around. 
When Peevski was 21 and still in law 
school, his mother – a media mogul 
and the former head of the national 
lottery – secured a ministry of 
transportation job for her son, which 
gave him control of Bulgaria’s large 
Black Sea port of Varna. Four years later, with his law studies still underway, Peevski was made 
deputy minister of disaster management policy, giving him the power to bestow lucrative contracts 
on construction and other firms. “Like no other, he personified the oligarchic system of clientelism.” 
His rich mother helped him by buying up several prominent newspapers, and their editors say that 
Peevski personally “instructed them which politicians to protect or attack”. Last year, over the 
course of a single month, Peevski bought up three factories, a TV station, and an electronics chain. 
“Peevski is simply one of the tools the mafia uses to blackmail Bulgarian business,” says former 
business partner turned foe Tsvetan Vassilev. “He’s just the visible part of a very large iceberg of 
corruption.” Bulgaria is a European Union member – will the EU start investigating?

I care about animals, says Laura Marcus. I hate zoos, I won’t eat veal and I’m against the badger 
cull. I love creatures great and small. But what I find very hard to explain to people, harder than not 
wanting to have children, is that I don’t like pets. In fact, I just can’t understand why anyone would 
want to “own” one. Every time I read about the Queen’s love of her corgis, for example, I feel a 
“vague sense of confusion”. What’s it all about? Pet lovers say their pets are part of the family, 
but they aren’t, you know. You didn’t give birth to them, they can’t talk back, they can’t feel for 
you. Sure, your dog gives you a slobbery greeting when you get back from work but that’s 
because he’s been starved of any company and he’s hungry. “If you imagine for one second that 
your cat really gives a damn about your feeling then you’re sorely misguided.” She doesn’t love 
you; she’s trapped by you. “Owning” a pet is about control: you could control a human in the 
same way (Sit!). As I say, I love animals, but a real animal lover surely wouldn’t treat an animal 
as a personal possession.

The dislike 
that dare not 
speak its name
The Guardian
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Russia’s “irascible” foreign minister 
Sergei Lavrov (pictured) is a formidable 
talent, says Mark Galeotti. Witty, a 
brilliant linguist and a “consummate” 
diplomat, he is a commanding  
figure who can go from “playful to 
intimidating” in a heartbeat. As one 
Western diplomat put it: “You don’t 
know if he’s going to offer you a drink 
or bite your head off.” But these days, 
he is a sadly diminished figure. The 
“sparkle” has gone and the once biting 
wit just sounds “churlish”. Why? 
Because he, like the other professionals 
in Russian government, has been sidelined by Vladimir Putin – who prefers to govern with his cronies 
from his palace outside Moscow. Putin’s current foreign policy team are “shrill” and “hectoring”, with  
a “neo-Soviet flavour” that chills even Russian TV viewers. They could “announce a cure for cancer and 
make it sound like a threat”. Lavrov himself doesn’t make big policy decisions; he’s just there “to sell 
today’s line”, which often means telling “absurd lies”. At last week’s Munich Security Summit, he was 
visibly discomfited by “mocking laughter” as he tried to sell the Russian policy on Ukraine. Two years of 
war and territorial expansion have battered Russia’s international standing. In Lavrov, the Kremlin has  
a “tremendous asset”, and it should “put him to better use”.

Do algorithms kill people? They 
certainly play their part in killing 
Pakistanis, says John Naughton. 
According to the Bureau of 
Investigative Journalism, more than 
2,400 people in Pakistan, Yemen and 
Somalia were killed in drone strikes 
from 2010 to 2014. And as we’ve 
learnt from Edward Snowden’s 
security leaks, one thing that helps 
determine who gets to be on the drone 
“kill list” is the algorithm used by the 
US National Security Agency in its 
Skynet programme. The algorithm  
is fed the “metadata” of 55 million 
mobile phone users in Pakistan – who they phone, the kind of messages they send, and so on –  
and the profiles it creates then form part of the “target information folders” drawn up for terrorist 
suspects. True, such “folders” contain other information besides the profile. True also, an element  
of personal judgment is involved: it takes 58 days, on average, for President Obama to sign off each 
target on the “kill list” he has to approve each week. So maybe algorithms don’t actually kill people. 
But they clearly do “put them on lists of candidates for extrajudicial killing”. 

Australia 
should learn 
from US
The Sydney Morning Herald

The Australian coal industry is “in trouble”, said Christian Downie in The Sydney Morning Herald.  
Many coal mines in the country are currently “operating at a loss”, leaving policymakers trying to 
figure out how to solve the problem. “A glance across the Pacific can prove some useful lessons.” 
Both Australia and America’s coal industries are in decline. The Australian government, however, has 
“continued to support the coal industry to delay its demise, the US has taken the opposite approach 
and sought to accelerate it”. US President Barack Obama’s “clean power plan is a case in point”. 
The threat of government regulation to clean up the fuel industry – particularly coal – is now so 
strong Goldman Sachs advice that “investment in new coal-fired capacity [should] be discouraged 
simply by the risk of new regulations, such as the rules under consideration by the US Environment 
Protection Agency”. It’s time that Australian policymakers discard the “policies of the past”. It’s time 
that the Australian government “recognise as financial markets have, that the future lies in other 
sources of energy”. Sadly it doesn’t seem to be a lesson they have taken on board: Australian“state 
governments alone spending $17.6 billion in the six years to 2014 supporting the mineral and fossil 
fuel industries. The Turnbull government has followed in the footsteps of the Abbott government 
when it comes to coal, but as the US example shows this cannot last forever”.

An algorithm 
to decide if 
you live or die
The Observer
  

AUSTRALIA

PAKISTAN

Our soldiers 
can get away 
with anything
Premium Times

For far too long, Nigeria has been “brutalised” by its soldiers, says Godwin Onyeacholem. Vivid 
proof of this was provided by a video that recently went viral, of a group of army cadets, two 
women and seven men, taking turns to beat up a blameless man in a park in the capital Abuja. It was 
like a scene from a nature documentary, where a pride of lions corners a zebra and begins “tearing it 
left, right and centre”. By the time the soldiers were done, “the poor fellow was soaked in his own 
blood”. I wish I could say this “bestial maltreatment” was so aberrant that the army was appalled 
and promptly sacked all the cadets. Alas, violence from men and women wearing “assorted uniforms 
and emblems of state coercion” is so common in Nigeria that the military simply shrugged it off. 
Amnesty International reported last summer that at least 20,000 men and boys had been arbitrarily 
detained by the military, and more than 7,000 killed, during the six-year fight against the terrorist 
group Boko Haram. Of course, Nigeria was ruled by military leaders until 1999; and the soldiers still 
think they run the place, that they can do wrong with “impunity”. All too often, they are right.

A brilliant 
dilomat left  
out by Putin
Foreign Policy

NIGERIA

RUSSIA
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Neanderthals and humans mated far earlier than 
was previously thought, a study has shown. 
Researchers in Germany discovered that the 
50,000-year-old remains of a Neanderthal woman, 
recovered from southern Siberia, carried traces of 
homo sapiens DNA, indicating that one or more  
of her ancestors bred with a human 100,000 years 
ago. Previously, it was thought such couplings only 
followed the “great migration” out of Africa 60,000 
years ago, which ultimately led to the Neanderthals 
becoming extinct. “An early modern human 
population must have left Africa much earlier than 
had been shown before and met with Neanderthals, 
possibly those moving from Europe towards the 
East,” Sergi Castellano, who led the study, said. This 
is the first time human DNA has been discovered in  
a Neanderthal, although it was already known that 
Neanderthal genes found their way into humans,  
as some people alive today carry 4% Neanderthal 

DNA. The most likely scenario in this case, according to scientists, is that a human 
man mated with a Neanderthal woman, who raised the child in her own community.

A new cure for cancer?
A cancer treatment that uses genetically 
modified white blood cells to boost 
patients’ immune systems has achieved 
“unprecedented” results in its first clinical 
trials. Unlike chemotherapies, which attack 
cancer cells directly, the new method 
works by taking white blood cells called 
T-cells from patients, and genetically 
engineering them so that they target 
specific cancer cells. After multiplying  
in a laboratory, the T-cells are then 
reintroduced into the patient. When the 
therapy was tested on patients in the US 
with various forms of late-stage blood 
cancer, the results were remarkable: 94% 
of patients with acute lymphoblastic 
leukaemia went into full remission; half  
of patients with Hodgkin’s Lymphoma 
achieved similar results. Experts, however, 
are urging caution: the research is still to 
be peer-reviewed; it’s unclear whether it 
could be used to treat non-blood cancers; 
and, as has long been the case with 
immunotherapy (as this form of cancer 
treatment is known), there are severe 
side-effects. Two patients in the trials had 
such severe responses that they died. 
Though not a “save-all”, the treatment 
would make immunotherapy “a pillar of 
cancer therapy”, predicted Stanley Riddell, 
a researcher on the trials. 

Book clubs help you live longer 
Being a member of a book group or other 
social club may be just as important as 
exercise in helping to prolong life after 
retirement, according to a new study. 
Researchers at the University of 
Queensland studied evidence from the 
English Longitudinal Study of Ageing, and 
found that if a person belonged to two 
social groups before retirement and kept 
this up over the following six years, their 

risk of death was just 2%. However,  
the risk rose to 5% if they gave up one 
membership and 12% if they gave up 
membership of both. The benefits were 
similar to – or even slightly better than – 
those conferred by regular exercise. 

Leaning to the right 
If you’re right-handed, you will probably, 
without knowing it, favour people and 
objects to your right: that’s the finding of  
a Chicago University study into how 
hand-orientation affects our choices. In 
one experiment, a simulated election, 15% 
more right-handers voted for candidates 
positioned on the right of the ballot paper 
than did left-handers. (The bias works  
the opposite way for lefties.) Daniel 
Casasanto, who led the research, explained 
that we all have “clumsy” and “fluent” 
sides; unconsciously, we’re drawn to 
objects in the area we associate with 
fluency. To impress someone, therefore,  

it’s best to sit on their dominant side; while 
those on a diet should rearrange their 
fridges so unhealthy foods will be closer to 
their weaker hand.

Seeing behind the Milky Way
Scientists have gotten their first glimpse 
beyond the Milky Way’s dense collection 
of dust and stars – and discovered 
hundreds of hidden galaxies in that 
previously unexplored region of space.  
An international team of scientists used a 
specially equipped radio telescope based  
in Australia to peer through the central 
disc of the Milky Way, and spotted 883 
galaxies. “An average galaxy contains 100 
billion stars, so finding hundreds of new 
galaxies hidden behind the Milky Way 
points to a lot of mass we didn’t know 
about until now,” the study’s co-author,  
Renée Kraan-Korteweg, tells Astronomy.com. 
Like the Milky Way, the newly discovered 
galaxies are being pulled toward a 
gravitational anomaly known as the  
Great Attractor, which is exerting the 
gravitational force of a million billion Suns 
on everything in our region of space.

Concussions raise suicide risk
A new study has found that even one 
concussion triples a person’s risk of 
committing suicide sometime in life. 
Canadian researchers came to this 
alarming conclusion after analysing the 
medical records of more than 235,000 
adults who had suffered a concussion, 
Scientific American reports. The suicides in 
the study group occurred an average of six 
years after the injury; the risk of suicide 
was higher still for those who had suffered 
more than one concussion. The researchers 
said, however, that it is unclear whether 
concussions alone create the suicide risk  
or other factors also play a role.

Reading club: Longer lifespan 

China is building the world’s biggest 
telescope – and its uses will include  
the search for extra-terrestrial life. The 
500-metre diameter radio telescope, 
situated in Guizhou province and set  
to be completed in September, will 
mainly be used to search for clues  
as to the universe’s origins, but Wu 
Xiangping, director-general of the 
Chinese Astronomical Society, said it 
would also assist in the “search for 
intelligent life outside of the galaxy”. 
The telescope, whose dimensions  
will comfortably exceed that of the  
300-metre diameter Arecibo telescope 
in Puerto Rico, currently the world’s 
biggest, is the latest symbol of China’s 
commitment to astronomy; the country 
hopes to land a man on the moon by 
2025. The project, which is costing  
$180 million, requires the displacement 
of 9,000 people, each of whom will 
receive $1,805 in compensation. 

China’s giant telescope

A reconstruction of a 
Neanderthal female

What the scientists are saying…

A prehistoric love story
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Account switching on Instagram
Instagram has good news for 
“people actively living double 
lives”, said Victor Luckerson 
on Time.com. The photo-

sharing platform announced last week 
that users will now be able to easily switch 
between multiple accounts without having 
to log out. The new functionality will be 
especially welcome to Instagram’s youngest 
users. Teens are increasingly tiring of 
“maintaining the carefully edited, jealousy-
inducing persona that a successful Instagram 
account requires”. Many have created 
second, fake accounts – “finstagrams” – 
where they can post pictures from parties  
or embarrassing selfies they share only with 
their closest friends. Instagram’s move may 
not radically increase its user base, but it 
could stop teens from moving on to “the 
next hot social app”. 

Snapchat’s big ad break
Snapchat may be approaching 
its breakthrough “Facebook 
moment”, said Jessi Hempel 
on Wired.com. The vanishing-

message app has inked a major advertising 
deal with Viacom that will allow the 
media empire to sell advertising on 
Snapchat’s behalf. For Snapchat, the 
partnership means attracting bigger 
advertisers to its rapidly growing 
platform; Viacom – which has struggled 

with sagging ratings at its Comedy 
Central and MTV networks, as well as a 
boardroom drama involving a successor 
to 92-year-old founder Sumner Redstone 
– will be able to connect with the millions 
of teens who use Snapchat every day. The 
deal is reminiscent of a 2006 advertising 
agreement between Microsoft and 
Facebook, a brief alliance that many now 
see as the moment Facebook tipped “from 
niche youth product into the mainstream”. 

Legal breakthrough for  
self-driving cars

Google appears to have convinced 
federal Regulators in America 
that “the Tin Man has a heart”, 
said John Markoff in The New 

York Times. The chief legal counsel for  
the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration this month agreed that the 
computers controlling a self-driving car are 
the same as a human driver under federal 
law. That’s a major step toward ultimately 
allowing self-driving cars on the road. 
Google and other companies developing 
self-driving cars have maintained that 
federal and state safety rules are impeding 
testing, because the rules typically require 
that a human driver be allowed to take the 
controls in an emergency. But if the 
computer system is considered the legal 
driver, companies might be able to speed  
up their testing regimes.

The iPhone and the FBI: A “dangerous precedent”
Apple, valued at $538bn, is the world’s 
largest corporation, said Alex Brummer in 
the Daily Mail. And it seems to have become 
so puffed up that it now openly defies 
governments “not only on tax, but on 
matters of national security”. The FBI has 
requested that Apple help unlock an iPhone 
that belonged to the terrorist Syed Rizwan 
Farook, who, with his wife, killed 14 people 
in San Bernardino, California, last December. 
The FBI is understandably “desperate” to 
collect information about Farook’s associates 
and communications. But last week Apple’s 
chief executive, Tim Cook, refused to comply 
with a federal court order demanding that the 
phone be opened, arguing that it would 
compromise the security of all iPhone users: 
he called it a “chilling” example of 
government “over-reach”. Cook’s 
“obduracy” in the face of the terrorist threat 
makes no sense. Is he really suggesting that opening one dead 
killer’s phone would compromise every single iPhone?

“Considered in isolation, the request seems fairly benign,” said 
Julian Sanchez in Time. The phone is locked with a four-digit 
passcode. FBI computers could churn through all the 
combinations – if the phone weren’t designed to wipe its 
memory after ten wrong guesses. So the Bureau wants Apple to 
develop a customised version of its iOS operating system, 
allowing an unlimited number of passcode guesses – and sign it 
with Apple’s secret key, so that Farook’s phone will accept it as 
a legitimate software update. This is what Apple calls “a back 

door to the iPhone”. And it’s potentially 
terrifying. Once the firm has been forced to 
make a skeleton key, it will get “a flood of 
similar requests” from governments round the 
world. Officials would inevitably gain access 
to such secret keys, enabling them to hack 
into our phones, computers and smart TVs. 
And were these tools to get into the hands of 
criminals, the result would be mayhem. Apple 
is being asked to make its own phones much 
more vulnerable, said The New York Times. 
This is a “dangerous precedent”. The firm 
was right to resist.

But it’s not Apple’s job to decide, said William 
J. Bratton in the same paper. For more than 
200 years, US law enforcement has been able 
to obtain search warrants, where there is 
probable cause. “Complying with court 
orders is not creating a back door; in a 

democracy, that’s a front door.” Until 17 months ago, Apple 
held a “master key” that opened phones to comply with court 
orders. Now, thanks to Edward Snowden’s revelations about 
government snooping, it refuses – even in murder cases. The 
long-term problem is that Apple, Google, WhatsApp and so on 
can now design devices and apps “unbreakable even by their 
creators”, said William W. Holman Jr in The Wall Street 
Journal. When Apple is forced to yield, it will say that the latest 
iPhones are totally “impenetrable”. This is the future: privacy 
trumps law enforcement. For tech firms, this case is a lesson. 
“As long as a company leaves itself a means to get access to  
user data, it can expect the law to come knocking.”

Innovation of the week Bytes: What’s new in tech

In the market for a tiny security 
system? You’re in luck, said Kellen 
Beck in Mashable.com. Sensor-1, 
made by San Francisco-based startup 
Metasensor, is a hexagonal tile about 
the size of a quarter that sticks to just 
about anything, whether it’s your 
laptop, front door or purse. If the 
device is moved a certain distance – 
how far depends on the owner’s 
settings – it will sound an alarm and 
alert the owner’s smartphone via a 
Bluetooth connection. It can also be 
programmed to alert the user if it’s 
been left behind. Depending on what’s 
being protected, Sensor-1 can be 
programmed with different settings 
for specific objects, from bags to 
bicycles, so it won’t go off, say, if the 
item is merely jostled. Orders for 
Sensor-1 are now being taken on 
Indiegogo, for $79 per device; shipping 
is slated to begin around September.
 

Cook: “Obdurate”
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Pick of the week’s

Gossip
Venezuela: A nation in free fall

“If you happen to be the first female in history 
with a serious shot at becoming president of the 
United States,” said David Horsey in the Los 
Angeles Times, you might assume that the one 
voting bloc you could count on would be your 
fellow women. So it must really sting for Hillary 
Clinton to see young female voters flocking to her 
male rival, Bernie Sanders, who in New 
Hampshire beat Clinton by a staggering 82-18 
among women under 30. Clinton’s campaign 
brought out two feminist giants, Madeleine 
Albright and Gloria Steinem, to make Hillary’s 
case to young women – but their appeals “did not 
go over well”. Former Secretary of State Albright 
warned “there’s a special place in hell for women 
who don’t help each other”, and Steinem said 
Millennial females were supporting Sanders 
because “when you’re young, you’re thinking, 
‘Where are the boys?’” How incredibly 
condescending, said Rachel Weaver in the 
Chicago Tribune. Young women shouldn’t be 
bullied into voting for Hillary because of her 
gender. Bernie is “great on women’s issues”, and 
much more progressive in general. If there’s a 
special place in hell, it should be for women “who 
shame each other for voting their conscience”. 

“Young women just don’t get it,” said Barbara 
A. Res in The Baltimore Sun. When I was 
growing up, “women weren’t allowed into 

certain restaurants with pants on”, and I had to 
go to the Human Rights Commission to force  
a bank to lend me $500. Today, women can 
easily get a loan, and work in any job they 
choose. Clinton and other “second-wave 
feminists” fought hard for these rights, and for 
women, “there’s no shame in solidarity”. But 
younger women would apparently rather waste 
their votes on an ageing male socialist who  
has no chance of winning the general election. 
Older feminists know something young women 
don’t, said Kay Steiger on Vox.com. Unlike men, 
women lose power and prestige as they age, 
because so much of women’s value in this society 
is still linked to attractiveness and fertility. That’s 
why feminists in their 50s, 60s, and beyond do 
not want to squander the opportunity to elect a 
female president – and why they view Clinton’s 
abandonment by young women as “something 
of a betrayal”. Whatever happens in this election 
year, said Kathleen Parker in The Washington 
Post, Steinem, Albright, and Clinton have 
already “passed the baton, if without realising 
it”. Thanks to these older feminists, Millennial 
women grew up with “daily doses of go-girl 
power” and don’t remember a time when women 
couldn’t go to any college, or climb the career 
ladder. Their lives are full of choice, just as their 
mothers intended – including the choice “to not 
vote for a woman just because she’s a woman”.

Clinton: Should women support her?

Ai Weiwei’s latest stunt – 
getting socialites and 
celebrities to wear 
emergency blankets at a 
fundraising gala – appears 
to have backfired. The 
Chinese artist organised the 
stunt at a benefit dinner at 
the Berlin Konzerthaus, at 
which he asked guests, 
among them actress 
Charlize Theron (pictured) 
and Pussy Riot member 
Nadya Tolokonnikova, to 
don foil thermal blankets, of 
the kind normally given to 
refugees after perilous sea 
crossings. The sight of the 
rich and famous laughing 
and posing for selfies while 
wrapped in the emergency 
gear didn’t go down well 
with some locals. Berlin’s 
culture secretary, Tim 
Renner, said that “even if 
understood as an act of 
solidarity”, the scene had “a 
clearly obscene element”.

The British Queen is a 
stickler for protocol – and 
not just among her human 
subjects. Dr Roger Mugford, 
an animal psychologist who 
worked as a dog trainer at 
Buckingham Palace for more 
than 20 years, has revealed 
that Her Majesty’s pet corgis 
are fed on silver dishes in 
strict order of seniority. “At 
feeding times, each dog had 
an individually designed 
menu, including an array of 
homoeopathic and herbal 
remedies,” he recalls in Town 
and Country magazine. 
“Their food was served by a 
butler in an eclectic 
collection of silver and 
porcelain dishes.” But the 
Queen liked to hand out the 
goodies herself. “As I 
watched, the Queen got the 
corgis to sit in a semi-circle 
around her, and then fed 
them one by one, in order of 
seniority. The others just sat 
and waited their turn.” 

The economic crisis in 
Venezuela “is about to become 
a humanitarian tragedy”, said 
El Mercurio in an editorial. 
The lavish welfare state created 
by former socialist President 
Hugo Chávez was sustained 
for a few years by revenues 
from oil exports, but now that 
the price of oil has collapsed, 
the system is imploding. With 
inflation expected to hit 720% 
this year, up from 275% in 2015, Venezuelans 
have been robbed of their purchasing power – not 
that there’s anything to buy. The stores are bare  
of basic medicines, toiletries, and staple foods like 
milk and flour. Yet Chávez’s successor, Nicolás 
Maduro, refuses to enact any reforms or loosen his 
government’s almost total control of the economy. 
Instead, he blames the country’s woes on “an 
economic war allegedly waged by the private sector, 
international corporations, and the few remaining 
independent media.” If Maduro cared about the 
people, he would default on the national debt and 
accept international aid for food and medicine. But 
he prefers to beg China for more money to meet 
debt repayments while the people suffer.

Maduro shouldn’t even be making these decisions, 
said Carlos Tablante in El Periodiquito. His United 
Socialist Party lost control of the national 
legislature in a landslide December election. But 
Socialist legislators used their last few days in 
power to stuff the Supreme Court with Maduro 
loyalists, and now the court has allowed Maduro 
to declare a “national economic emergency” and 

rule by decree for the next 60 
days, bypassing the opposition-
controlled legislature. It’s an 
outrageous power grab, and we 
won’t tolerate it. “We have a 
consensus in this country – no 
more Maduro.” It’s time to start 
looking at legal ways to oust the 
president so he can’t make us 
suffer through the three remaining 
years of his six-year term. How 
about a recall referendum? “The 

people are brave and not afraid.”

Why aren’t our neighbours denouncing Maduro’s 
madness? asked El Nacional. Maduro’s 
government has imprisoned Leopoldo López and 
other opposition leaders, controls all TV news,  
and is trying to nullify the results of the election. 
These are not the actions of a democratic leader, 
and Venezuela “can no longer be considered a 
democracy”. Yet because Latin American  
leftists still hew to Fidel Castro’s old admonition 
never to say anything against “the revolution”,  
our left-leaning neighbours remain “silent 
accomplices” to our destruction. Latin America 
will have to act, if only in our own interest, said 
Claudio Lomnitz in La Jornada. Thanks to the 
“institutional corrosion” started by Chávez, 
Venezuela is on track to become a failed state. 
Already, Caracas has become the world’s most 
dangerous city, with an “epidemic of kidnappings” 
for ransom as well as muggings and murders. If we 
don’t help now, expect to see tens of thousands of 
Venezuelan people on the move, “seeking refuge in 
Colombia or Brazil”.

Maduro: “Madness”
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“It’s official,” said The 
National, “value added tax 
(VAT) will be introduced in 
the UAE from January 
2018.” The announcement 
was made by Obaid Humaid 
Al Tayer, the country’s 
Minister of State for Financial 
Affairs, at a joint conference 
with Christine Lagarde, the 
IMF’s managing director, in 
Dubai. Al Tayer said that it 
would be introduced at a rate 
of 5%, with a GCC-wide 
framework for VAT across 
the region “expected to be 
concluded by June”.
 
According to reports, items expected to be 
exempt from VAT – which is essentially a sales 
tax – are around a 100 essential food items, 
healthcare and education.
 
All GCC (Gulf Corporation Council) states, 
including Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Oman, Kuwait, 
Bahrain and the UAE, have agreed to implement 
5% VAT, said Robert Anderson in Gulf Business. 
But the deadline for implementation is 1 January 
2019. This means that “the UAE could be 
launching VAT a full 12 months ahead” of all 
other GCC countries.
 
Regardless of when it launches, is VAT enough? 
asked Simon Kerr in The Financial Times. At  
the conference, “Lagarde called for Gulf 
governments to go beyond subsidy reform and 

diversify revenue streams” 
not just by raising VAT, but 
through “corporate taxes and 
other measures such as 
property and excise tax”.
 
Yes, but these measures pay 
“little regard to the special 
circumstances of the Arabian 
Gulf”. said Frank Kane in 
The National. “To suggest a 
blunt programme of tax 
imposition – VAT, followed 
by extended corporation tax, 
with income tax coming 
inevitably after  – is to 
underestimate the existential 

problems tax presents for the region.”
 
Indeed, according to Emirates 24/7, the UAE 
Finance Ministry is not currently considering 
taxes in areas such as personal income. But VAT 
could still affect wages in the country, as it is 
unlikely that companies will compensate for the 
increased cost of living VAT will cause, said a 
report in The National last year. If companies start 
to lose valuable staff as a result of tax, it is likely 
that it would still take “several cycles [for pay] to 
catch up.” In the UAE, where expats “make up 
such a large proportion of the workforce, many 
who feel strongly enough to return to their home 
countries”. But rest assured, what their respective 
governments will tax them at home will be 
considerably higher. And this added cost will come 
without “the sunshine and lifestyle benefits that so 
many expats embrace here”.

Lagarde: GCC must go further 

“Smombies”: A growing menace

“A few decades ago we 
had Johnny Cash, Bob 
Hope and Steve Jobs.  

Now we have no Cash,  
no Hope and no Jobs.  
Please don’t let Kevin  

Bacon die.”
Bill Murray, quoted in 
The Daily Telegraph

“I have not failed. I’ve just 
found 10,000 ways that 

won’t work.”
Thomas Edison, quoted  

in The Independent

“I always assume that a 
good book is more 

intelligent than its author. 
It can say things that the 
writer isn’t aware of.”
Umberto Eco, quoted in  
The Sunday Telegraph

“The main business of 
a lawyer is to take the 

ambiguity out of everything 
he touches.”

Antonin Scalia, quoted  
on The Browser

 “The trouble with telling 
a good story is that it 

invariably reminds the other 
fellow of a dull one.”

Actor Sid Caesar, quoted  
on UPI.com

“There is a higher court 
than courts of justice and 

that is the court of 
conscience. It supersedes  

all other courts.” 
Mahatma Gandhi, quoted in 
the Toronto Globe and Mail

“Strength is the capacity to 
break a chocolate bar into 
four pieces with your bare 
hands – and then eat just 

one of the pieces.”
Children’s author  

Judith Viorst, quoted in  
The Buffalo News

Value added tax: What will it mean for the UAE?

They’re “dangerous, dozy and 
downright rude”, and these days, 
Smombies – smartphone zombies 
– are everywhere: on the pavement, 
in shops, and even behind the 
wheels of cars, says Melanie 
Harvey in the Daily Record. 
Fixated by their phones, they’re 
oblivious to the world around 
them. They neither notice nor care 
if drivers have to swerve to avoid 
them, or elderly people have to 
move out of their way. Nothing 
can be allowed to distract them 
from their tiny screens. In the US, 
thousands of pedestrians have  
been injured as a result of being 
absorbed by their mobile phones: according to a 
study at Ohio State University, people aged 16 to 
25 are most at risk. And in the UK last week, a 
20ft-tall sculpture had to be removed from a 
path outside Salisbury Cathedral, because 
phone-obsessed pedestrians kept crashing into it. 

In cities, Smombies are a growing menace,  
said Mark Hookham in The Sunday Times – 
especially for drivers, who must be on constant 
guard for pedestrians stepping out into the  
road in front of them. When reporters recently 
monitored five busy London streets, they found 

that one in seven people walking 
down Threadneedle Street were 
looking at their mobiles during 
the evening rush hour, while 
over at Borough Market – a 
busy tourist spot – 19 crossed 
a road while distracted in the 
space of ten minutes. 

But the problem isn’t only on the 
street, said Michael Henderson in 
The Daily Telegraph. In any concert 
hall, theatre or cinema, you’ll find 
people fiddling with their phones,  
as though reading their texts, or 
updating their Facebook pages, is 
more vital to them than the event 

they’ve paid to see. In restaurants, diners seem  
to find their phones more diverting than their 
companions; in checkout queues, people shuffle 
along wrapped in a “cocoon of self-interest”, 
failing even to make eye contact with the staff  
who serve them. Smombies feel their phone is the 
“umbilical cord that links them to the world”, but 
what they are actually doing is “withdrawing from 
the world”. How can anyone walk through the 
“wonderful space” where The Kiss Sculpture 
(pictured) is exhibited and be so absorbed by  
their phones that they fail to see a 20ft sculpture? 
“It beggars belief.”

The crash site in Salisbury

Statistics of the week
About 36% of migrants 

fleeing to Europe this year 
are children, compared with 
10 % in 2015, according to 
the United Nations. Some 

80,000 refugees have  
landed in Europe so far this 

year, while near-daily 
shipwrecks have cost  
400 people their lives.

CNN.com

Wit &
Wisdom
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Cricket South Africa beat 
England by nine wickets in 
the second Twenty20 to win 
the series 2-0. England’s 
women beat South Africa by 
four wickets to win their 
Twenty20 series 2-1. 
Rugby union In the 
Premiership, Harlequins beat 
Leicester 25-19. Wasps beat 
Bath 24-18. 
Football In the first leg of 
their Champions League  
last-16 tie, Arsenal lost at 
home to Barcelona 2-0. 
Rugby league North 
Queensland Cowboys beat 
Leeds Rhinos 38-4 to win the 
World Club Series.

There have been many occasions since Alex 
Ferguson’s retirement in 2013, said Henry 
Winter in The Times, when one was led to 
think that Manchester United had sunk as far 
as they could go. Last season, they drew 0-0 
with League Two side Cambridge United, and 
were hammered 4-0 by MK Dons. But their 
latest humiliation, a 2-1 Europa League defeat 
last week to Midtjylland, marked a new low. 
The club “succumbed meekly” to a Danish 
side that had not played competitively in two 
months. Even the fans, accustomed by now to 
such indignities, couldn’t believe what they 
were seeing. United did at least win this week, 
beating Shrewsbury 3-0 in the FA Cup, but 
nobody was “fooled” by a victory over a limp 
League One team. This “pathetic” side is 
betraying the club’s proud history.

United are a club “in stasis”, said Jamie Jackson in The Guardian. 
They have won just seven of their last 19 matches and are fifth in 
the Premier League, six points adrift of the top four. And Louis 
van Gaal is to blame, said Jonathan Northcroft in The Sunday 
Times. True, he hasn’t been dealt an easy hand: he has had to 
cope with a “freakish” injury list, and is still paying for 
Ferguson’s recruitment mistakes. But the Dutch manager has 
spent $347m in less than two years – and even now, there is no 

“road map”, no vision. His obsession with 
possession has proved to be a dead end, yet he 
shows no willingness to adapt his tactics. And, 
most “damning” of all, his players are regressing: 
the likes of Morgan Schneiderlin and Memphis 
Depay have actually “got worse” since joining 
the club. Van Gaal is just “showing his age”, said 
Ian Ladyman in the Daily Mail. He is one of the 
“modern greats” who helped transform the game 
in the 1990s. But at 64, he is now “dying a slow 
sporting death”. The powers that served him so 
well have “cruelly left him”. The club must now 
show him the door. 

It will take much more than that to turn United 
around, said Richard Williams in The Guardian. 
The club needs “regeneration at deeper levels”. 
Manchester United Academy, the youth team,  

are in a rut. They recently had a terrible losing streak, with 11 
defeats in 12 matches; they have fallen far behind arch-rivals 
Manchester City, who spent $278m on their new, deluxe 
academy. For a side once renowned for its young talent, that’s 
a depressing turn of events. But United’s owners just aren’t 
bothered, said Oliver Kay in The Times. The Glazers don’t care 
about “winning trophies” or “maintaining traditions”. What 
matters to them is making money. “United have taken their 
eye off the ball – and how it shows.”

Football: A new low for Manchester United?

Ronnie O’Sullivan is easily bored, said Hector Nunns 
in The Times. The hours when he wasn’t playing in 
the Welsh Open last week, he spent at a loss, longing, 
he said, for an “adult crèche”. This was him on 
Wednesday, for example: “I’ve had a haircut, I’ve 
been in the Chinese, I’ve been for a coffee… I’ve had 
a kip, I went to Marks’ and bought a bit of grub.” 
But when the Rocket was at the table, there were no 
signs of boredom. He was in devastating form: on 
Sunday, in the final, he reeled off a “magnificent” 
seven frames in a row against Neil Robertson, to win 
a record-equalling fourth Welsh Open title. And he 
maintained his run of form: O’Sullivan has won all 
19 of his matches in 2016.

O’Sullivan’s triumph came at the end of a week of “controversy”, 
said BBC Sport online. In the first round, he had a chance to make 
a break of 147, the maximum points a player can score. But he 

didn’t even bother; he potted the pink ball rather 
than the black. Why? Because he deemed the 
$14,000 prize bonus “too cheap”. It’s not the first 
time O’Sullivan has “turned his nose up” at a 
maximum, said Ewan Murray in The Guardian. He 
did the same thing in 2010, when $5,500 was up for 
grabs. Far from being a principled stand, O’Sullivan’s 
behaviour was a cry for attention. He has gone 
against the fundamental principle of sport – that a 
competitor always “tries their utmost”. The Rocket’s 
attitude may smack of “tin-eared entitlement”, said 
Peter Silverton in The Independent. But I’m bound  
to say that in a sport struggling to match bygone 
glories, his snotty attitude is exactly what snooker 
fans “crave”. It’s hard to get excited by maximums 

these days – O’Sullivan has recorded 13 to date. His refusal to 
make one, however, was thrilling. With his “grand gesture”, he 
briefly rescued the sport from its “slough of mediocrity”.

Snooker: The Rocket “turns his nose up”

Van Gaal: No “road map”

O’Sullivan: “Grand gesture”

Cricket legend who went out on a high Sporting headlines
Brendon McCullum saved his best 
for last, said Scyld Berry in The 
Sunday Telegraph. In his final 
international match, against 
Australia last Saturday, New 
Zealand’s “inspirational” captain 
scored the fastest Test century of all 
time. He reached a hundred in just 
54 balls, breaking the 56-ball record 
set by Viv Richards three decades 
ago. On a pitch that favoured 
Australia’s bowlers, the feat was 
truly exceptional. McCullum started 
in “blazing” form – and then just 
kept on accelerating. It was one of 
the “greatest counter-attacks in Test history”. 
    Yet McCullum is more than just a talented 
batsman, said Mike Atherton in The Times. 
He is one of cricket’s “most significant modern 
captains”, a man who transformed his team and 

his sport. When he took over the 
captaincy in 2013, the Black Caps 
played boring, “risk-free” cricket. 
McCullum, by contrast, is the kind 
of cricketer who plays “to win, no 
matter the situation”, and he quickly 
instilled that attitude in the side: 
under his leadership, they became a 
“swashbuckling and buccaneering” 
team. Last year, as co-hosts of the 
World Cup, they revitalised one-day 
international cricket by returning the 
format to its “attacking roots”. The 
side’s fearlessness has proved to be 
contagious; it has inspired the 

current England side, among others. And by 
making it to the World Cup final, they even 
briefly challenged “rugby’s pre-eminence” in 
New Zealand. A “true great”, McCullum 
“redefined a nation”.

McCullum: New record
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Cure: A Journey Into  
the Science of Mind  
Over Body
by Jo Marchant
Crown, $26

Perhaps we have underestimated the 
power of placebos, said Susannah 
Cahalan in the New York Post. Author 
Jo Marchant begins her “page-turner” 
of a briefing on science’s current 
understanding of the mind’s healing 
potential with a deep look into the 
beneficial effects of fake pills, and she 
comes up with surprise after surprise. In 
the US, the effectiveness of placebos in some pain studies has 
tripled since 1990. In Germany, patients are several times more 
likely than their counterparts in Brazil to report beneficial effects 
from placebos. What’s more, such effects also vary depending on 
the doctor’s body language. All these wrinkles turn out to be 
fascinating, and Marchant uses them to argue that patients’ 
response to medical treatment is shaped by culture, environment, 
and neurochemistry in ways that suggest promising new treatment 
paths for open-minded doctors everywhere.

Marchant doesn’t stop at placebos, and she proves “properly 
dismissive” of some of the claims made for, say, homoeopathy or 

energy fields, said Sally Satel in The Washington Post. She also 
readily acknowledges that all mind-based treatments have limits: 
though the mind can be coaxed into releasing endorphins that 

reduce pain, and it can perhaps jump-start a 
patient’s immune system, it has no proven 
power to shrink a malignant tumour. But 
Marchant, a biologist who has been an 
editor at Nature and New Scientist,  
does have a “quirky” tendency, when 
championing hypnosis or some similar 
treatment, to assume that mainstream 
medical professionals routinely dismiss  
the idea that the mind can be a partner  
in successful outcomes. “That may have  
been so 50 years ago”, but, with most top 
medical centres now providing holistic  
care, “it’s far from true today”.

Many readers will be familiar already with the 
bulk of the ideas in this book’s second half, said Jennifer Senior  
in The New York Times. “That stuff about the health benefits  
of friendship? Again with the mindfulness?” All of that’s been 
covered extensively by other writers before. But Marchant writes 
uncommonly well for someone with such a strong grasp of the 
science, and she has a flair for tying the researcher’s findings to 
individual stories. It’s hard not to be moved, for example, when 
she visits Lourdes, France, late in the book and encounters afflicted 
pilgrims thriving on the attention they receive in the storied town. 
“If there is one lesson to be drawn from Cure, it is this: For the 
ailing, there is no substitute for face time with someone who cares 
about your fate.” 

Book of the week

A woman seeks an energy fix through reiki

Originals
by Adam Grant 
Viking, $27

Adam Grant “has an 
uncanny ability to infuse  
a familiar topic with deeper 
meaning and leave the reader 
feeling a little exhilarated”, 
said Jonathan A. Knee in The 
New York Times. In his new 
book, the Wharton professor 
and author of Give and Take 
aims to help readers unleash 
creativity in themselves and 
others, and his explorations 
prove “consistently thought-
provoking”. The only 
problem? He’s arguing that the 
world needs more 
nonconformity while his 
evidence suggests that 
balance works best.

Andy Warhol Was a 
Hoarder
by Claudia Kalb 
National Geographic, $24

The temptation to ascribe 
mental illnesses to figures 
from history “has been 
roundly criticised, and 
understandably so”, said 
Tanya Basu on NYMag.com. 
But science journalist Claudia 
Kalb “treads carefully” as she 
examines a dozen such 
individuals and in each case 
offers a potential diagnosis. 
It’s easy to claim that Einstein 
was autistic, or that Marilyn 
Monroe had borderline 
personality disorder. But Kalb 
has consulted experts and dug 
into her subjects’ journals, 
and her aim is empathy.

A Doubter’s 
Almanac
by Ethan Canin 
Random House, $28

Ethan Canin “writes with 
such luxuriant beauty and 
tender sympathy” that even 
algebra dropouts won’t mind 
that his novel’s subject is a 
mathematician, said Ron 
Charles in The Washington 
Post. Milo Andret, a savant 
from rural Michigan, “isn’t 
an easy character to like”, 
especially when we see the toll 
that his self-involvement takes 
on his wife and children. But 
the downward arc of his life is 
worth following, because his 
greatest failure is not in math, 
but in his inability to 
recognise his family’s love.

The Geography  
of Genius
by Eric Weiner 
Simon & Schuster, $27

The premise of Eric Weiner’s 
latest suggests “either 
outrageous chutzpah or an 
entertaining, swollen listicle”, 
said Jeff Simon in The Buffalo 
News. But as the author of 
The Geography of Bliss zips 
from Athens to Florence to 
Silicon Valley, seeking to 
understand why creativity 
flourishes in certain places 
and eras, he throws out 
various sharp insights. “He 
has good things to say about 
tension, taking a walk, and 
immigrants, and not-so-good 
things to say about PhDs, 
specialisation and silence.”

Also of interest...in the nature of genius
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Best books… Rachel Cusk
Rachel Cusk is the author of three memoirs and eight novels, including Outline, named by 
many publications as one of the best books of 2015. That novel, about a writer teaching in 
Athens and the stories she collects there, is now out in paperback.

Scandal
Yellow (JPU)

“Barely days after 
completing their 
domestic arena tour, 
Scandal, one of Japan’s 
strongest all-female 
forces in rock, have 
announced the 
international release 

of upcoming seventh album, Yellow,” said 
JRock247.com. There is much excitement for 
Scandal fans here because the 13-track record 
“is their first to be entirely self-produced” and 
is “available in three editions”. 

Tarwater, alva noto and Iggy Pop
Leaves of Grass (Morr Music)

Leaves Of Grass is a 
collaborative EP and 
“each of the seven 
featured tracks scores 
a poem by American 
wordsmith Walt 
Whitman”, said the 
Morr Music website. 

“Iggy Pop contributes spoken word 
recordings, while Tarwater and alva noto 
create the music.” The EP lends its title 
from Whitman’s poetry collection, 
Leaves Of Grass.

The Rainbow by D.H. Lawrence (Signet, 
$6). This is a book all women should 
read, to find out how we became what 
we are in the modern world; ditto all 
English people. Lawrence is the great 
analyst of transformation and change and 
self-realisation, and this novel – about 
three generations of an English family – 
leaves readers with the skills to continue 
that analysis in their own living of life.

The Collected Stories of Katherine 
Anne Porter (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 
$18). To my mind, Porter is the most 
unjustly neglected of 20th-century writers: in 
some places, she is barely known, and this 
Pulitzer Prize-winning collection of her short 

fiction has fallen out of print. The novella-
length stories in Pale Horse, Pale Rider and 
The Leaning Tower are among the great 
modern works, and Porter’s prose style is a 
master class in empathy and accuracy.

To the Lighthouse by Virginia Woolf 
(Hough-ton Mifflin Harcourt, $14). 
Woolf’s ground-breaking novel is still one 
of the best available accounts of self-
mythologising middle-class family life 
and its oppressive construction of male 
and female identity. 

The Magic Mountain by Thomas Mann 
(Vintage, $19). The Magic Mountain is 
something of a writer’s manual, and the 

general reader is often discouraged by its 
novel-as-mountain form from scaling it 
to the top. My advice is to take it slowly 
and keep going. Mann’s epic account 
of how the processes of sensitivity 
undermine the diktats of social reality 
can be read and understood at the 
most personal level.

Raymond Carver: Collected Stories 
(Library of America, $40). Carver has 
suffered a slip in his former standing as the 
darling of creative-writing courses, but his 
writing remains the best modern example of 
the technical and disciplinary basis of 
literary art. I often go back to Carver to 
remind myself what the rules are.

New albums

Don’t miss...

GIG OF THE WEEK: Birdman
Saturday, 5 March, 1pm-9pm, Piknic Electronik, The Address Montgomerie, 
Emirates Hills, Dubai

With his identity still a tightly-
kept secret, masked DJ and 
producer Claptone swoops 
into Dubai to let the music 
do the talking, said Hype 
magazine. “Berlin-based 
Claptone, though, takes it one 
step further. He not only wears 
an ornate golden bird mask 
complete with a long, 
downward curling beak, but 
he has managed to remain 
completely anonymous whilst 
doing so. No one knows who 
he is despite the fact that he 
plays to thousands of people 
all over the world each and 
every weekend, and despite 
that remix of Grammy-
winning jazz vocalist Gregory 
Porter’s “Liquid Spirit”. What’s more, this mysterious figure has also managed to 
cook up a complete back story that talks of him solemnly wandering in the 
wilderness, of soaking up musical influences from across many forgotten ages.” 
For more info, visit platinumlist.net

Oliver!

2-4 March, 7pm, Cinema Akil, Street 8, 
Al Quoz 1, Dubai, UAE

Oliver! is a 1968 British musical drama 
film directed by Carol Reed and based on 
the stage musical of the same name. 
Alserkal Avenue and Cinema Akil are 
showing the film as part of the ongoing 
screening programme ‘Where We Dwell’. 
In this award-winning adaptation of the 
Broadway musical based on the Charles 
Dickens novel, nine-year-old orphan 
Oliver Twist (Mark Lester) falls in with a 
group of street-urchin pickpockets led by 
the Artful Dodger (Jack Wild) and 
masterminded by the criminal Fagin (Ron 
Moody). When Oliver’s intended mark, 
Mr. Brownlow (Joseph O’Conor), 
takes pity on the lad and offers him a 
home, Fagin’s henchman Bill Sikes 
(Oliver Reed) plots to kidnap the boy 
to keep him from talking.

1497

Until 6 March, Green Art Gallery, 
Al Quoz Industrial Area 1, Dubai, UAE

Green Art Gallery presents 1497, a group 
exhibition curated by Lantian Xie. The 
four-number sequence that makes up the 
exhibition’s name refers variously to the 
number of a hotel room; the street 
address of someone’s house; a year in 
history, in which Europeans first arrived 
by sea into two different gulfs. Here, 
images, scents, texts and objects allude to 
a home in which history has taken place, 
amidst roofs on fire, a greenhouse filled 
with tropical plants, an orphaned 
balcony, scattered threads, a soup made 
from stone, and chapters pulled from 
books not yet written.

Best of the rest
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“Being single is a mess,” said Peter 
Keough in The Boston Globe. So is 
this muddled comedy about the 
lives of the young and romantically 
unattached. It follows guileless Alice 
(Fifty Shades of Grey’s Dakota 
Johnson), who breaks up with her 
college boyfriend so she can 
discover her true self in New York. 
There she moves in with her baby-
hating older sister (Leslie Mann) 
and meets Robin (Rebel Wilson), a promiscuous party girl who 
initiates Alice in the ways of singledom. You already know 
where this is going, said Richard Roeper in the Chicago Sun-
Times. Mann’s character gets maternal and hearts are broken 

and mended all around. “But I was 
smitten anyway”, because the number 
of laughs and heart-tugging moments 
are so perfectly balanced that you 
can’t help but root for our heroines. 
It’s all good fun – for about an  
hour, said Mick LaSalle in the  
San Francisco Chronicle. Then 
“symptoms of desperation kick  
in”, with contrived third-act fights 
between Alice and Robin and  

barely disguising the fact that the stakes are pretty low for 
20-something Alice, whose single status is hardly tragic.  
A bawdy rom-com that aims to freshen the genre ends up  
being “phony in the most obvious way”. 

How to Be Single ★★

A New York naif chooses two suspect dating mentors    Dir: Christian Ditter    1hr 50mins (R)

“Vistas of personal freedom 
suddenly open up in a bittersweet 
Tunisian love story,” said 
Hollywood Reporter of 
Mohamed Ben Attia’s Hedi. 
Likewise, the film has enthralled 
cinephiles across the globe. The 
Berlin Film Festival’s international 
jury, headed by legendary actress 
Meryl Streep, awarded a Silver 
Bear to the film’s lead actor (Majd 
Mastoura). It also won the best 
first feature award.

“Tunisian cinema is known for its daring,” Dora Bouchoucha 
Fourati, the film’s producer, said to Reuters Africa. “The film 
makes only occasional references to the events of 2011 and its 
aftermath.” Ben Attia said “that was done deliberately”, to 
better portray how everyday life had changed – and not 
changed – in years after the uprising. “The thing which I found 
so interesting right after the Arab Spring happened was just that 
sort of discovery,” he said.

Tunisia is having something of a cinematic moment in the 
spotlight, said The National. Hedi, which was partly funded by 
Abu Dhabi’s Sanad fund and had its world premiere in 
competition at the 66th Berlin Film Festival, “is its latest shining 
star”. At first sight, the debut feature film from director 
Mohamed Ben Attia “seems like a love story”. But on a deeper 

level, it is a metaphor for the issues 
and problems Tunisia faced before, 
during and after the overthrow of 
former president Zine El Abidine 
Ben Ali in 2011. The film 
documents a single week in the life 
of Hedi (Majd Mastoura), a car 
salesman “who drifts aimlessly in 
life and does not seem overly 
excited” that he is about to marry 
Khedija (Omnia Ben Ghali). The 
marriage was arranged by his 
domineering mother, Baya (Sabah 

Bouzouita), “a widow who organises everything for her son”, 
who does what he is told without protest.

It is the first Arab production set in the Arab world since 1996 
to vie for prizes at Europe’s first major cinema showcase of the 
year, said ArabNews.com. “It’s not that I’m not ambitious, but  
I never imagined going to Berlin! All of us are surprised,” Ben 
Attia told AFP. Tunisia is “hailed as a rare success story of the 
Arab Spring”, although “authorities have failed to improve the 
economy” and last month imposed a nationwide curfew to curb 
some of the worst social unrest since the revolution. “It’s true 
we have a bit of a hangover,” Ben Attia said. In the film, Hedi 
and Rim (played by Rim Ben Messaoud) start thinking about 
quitting the country. But the director said “he has never 
contemplated leaving”, especially as Tunisian films make  
waves abroad. Good call.

A Daring Moment in Arab Cinema
Tunisian film Hedi wins Best First Feature award at Berlin film festival

Tim Roth gives “what may well be 
the performance of his career” in 
this “sombre, intimately disturbing” 
character study, said Peter Bradshaw 
in The Guardian. The actor plays 
David, a Los Angeles home-care 
nurse assigned to those who are 
disabled or in the last stages of a 
terminal illness. There’s no great 
sense of narrative propulsion as he 
goes about his work, tending to a woman dying of AIDS (Rachel 
Pickup) and an architect who has suffered a stroke (Michael 
Cristofer), said Nigel Andrews in the FT: the scenes are slow, with 

sparse dialogue and no soundtrack.  
Yet the film becomes increasingly 
“hypnotic”, reaching a climax when 
David tells a stranger that his wife 
died of AIDS, a claim that we know 
to be untrue, said Donald Clarke in 
The Irish Times. It’s then that we 
realise that his apparent altruism 
masks more complex motives, linked 
to his own experience of personal 

tragedy. Though the story “proceeds in the lowest of keys, our 
nerves never settle”, said Guy Lodge in Time Out. This is a 
“sensitive, slow-developing bruise of a film”.

Chronic ★★★★

Hypnotically disturbing character study    Dir: Michel Franco    1hr 33mins (15)



 31 31Obituaries

28 FEBRUARY 2016 THE WEEK 

“You never really understand 
a person until you consider 
things from his point of 

view,” Atticus Finch tells his daughter, Scout, in 
one of the most famous passages from To Kill a 
Mockingbird – “until you climb into his skin 
and walk around in it.” But few could claim  
to really understand Harper Lee, the novel’s 
elusive author, said the Los Angeles Times. 
Stunned and unnerved by the book’s success, 
Lee withdrew from public life shortly after its 
publication in 1960, and for more than 50 
years, almost nothing was heard of her. Then, 
in 2014, it was reported that a second 
manuscript had emerged. It attracted hundreds 
of thousands of pre-orders, but when it was 
finally published, in 2015, the reviews were 
tepid, and Lee’s admirers profoundly shocked. 

Go Set a Watchman was written before 
Mockingbird, but is set some 20 years after, in 
the 1950s. Scout, now an adult and living in 
New York, returns to Maycomb, Alabama, to visit her father. But 
the Atticus she finds there isn’t the upstanding liberal hero of the 
first novel (a lawyer defending a black man wrongly accused of 
raping a white woman) but a virulent segregationist who, for all 
his belief in justice, is horrified by the prospect of the South’s 
racist structures being dismantled. “Do you want negroes by the 
carload in our schools and churches and theatres?” he demands. 
Questions swirled about the book – and the competency of its 
octogenarian author. How could this bigot be reconciled with 
the Atticus in Mockingbird? Had Lee been manipulated into 
publishing a long-abandoned manuscript that might “irrevocably 
alter her legacy”? Few expected her to supply any complete 
answers, and none was forthcoming: Lee’s silence continued.

The youngest of four children, Nelle Harper Lee was born in the 
small town of Monroeville, Alabama, in 1926. Her father, Amasa 
Coleman Lee, was, like Atticus Finch, a journalist-turned-lawyer 
who had once defended two African Americans accused of 
murdering a white shopkeeper. And like Scout, she was a 
tomboy who enjoyed scrapping with local boys and climbing 
trees. Her best friend was Truman Persons (later Capote), who 
spent his summers in the house next door. The pair made up 
stories and wrote them up on an old Underwood typewriter. 

Years later, Capote based one of the main 
characters in his first novel, Other Voices, Other 
Rooms, on Lee. In Mockingbird, he appears as Dill. 

Lee was educated at the University of Alabama, 
where she studied law – but never graduated.  
“I think lawyers sort of have to conform, and 
she’d just as soon tell you to go to hell,” one 
contemporary recalled. In 1949, she moved to 
New York, and took a clerical job to support 
herself while she wrote short stories. By 1956, 
her talent was so apparent that some friends gave 
her as a Christmas gift the equivalent of a year’s 
salary, so that she could dedicate herself to 
writing full time. Early the next year, her first 
novel, Go Set a Watchman, was accepted for 
publication. It was little more than a series of 
vignettes, however, and her editor insisted on 
several major rewrites. Batted back and forth, the 
manuscript became Mockingbird – both a gentle 
portrait of small-town life in the 1930s, and a 
searing tale of racial injustice in the Jim Crow 

era. Published just as the civil rights movement was gaining 
traction, the book went straight to the top of the best-sellers lists; 
won a Pulitzer Prize; and was turned into an Oscar-winning film 
starring Gregory Peck. Lee so loved Peck’s performance, she gave 
him her father’s pocket watch by way of a thank you.

Fans eagerly awaited a follow-up – but instead of getting on with 
her own writing, Lee went to Kansas to help Capote investigate 
a vicious quadruple murder. Able to gain the trust of rural folk 
who were suspicious of her flamboyant friend, she produced 
reams of notes, which he used to create his non-fiction novel 
In Cold Blood. But perhaps envious of Mockingbird’s even greater 
success, he downplayed her contribution, and their friendship, 
already chilly, went into a deep freeze, said The New York Times. 
Returning to New York, she tried to write: her ambition, she once 
said, was to be the “Jane Austen of South Alabama”, but fans 
waiting for another book grew accustomed to disappointment. 
“When you’re at the top, there’s only one way to go,” she once 
confided to a friend. Meanwhile, she gave no interviews, and 
when she appeared in public, smiled politely – but said almost 
nothing. Settling back in Monroeville, she moved in with her 
sister Alice, and lived a relatively normal life, her privacy fiercely 
defended by friends and neighbours. 

Harper Lee 
1926-2016

Captain Eric “Winkle” 
Brown, who has died aged 
97, was arguably the 
world’s greatest ever test 

pilot. In his extraordinary career, he flew 487 
different types of aircraft, and made 2,407 
deck landings at sea – records that are 
unlikely ever to be broken. The Fleet Air 
Arm’s most decorated pilot, he survived the 
sinking of HMS Audacity in 1941; and in 
1945, took part in the liberation of Bergen-
Belsen. Fluent in German, he helped 
interview the camp’s commandant, Josef 
Kramer, and Irma Grese, a notorious female 
warden. “Two more loathsome creatures it  
is hard to imagine,” he said.

Eric Brown (known as Winkle on account of his diminutive 
stature) was born in Leith in 1919, and educated at Edinburgh’s 
Royal High School and Edinburgh University. In 1936, his father 
– who was himself a member of the Royal Flying Corps – took 

him to the Berlin Olympics, where they met a First 
World War flying ace, who took Eric up in a plane 
and declared him a born pilot. Eric duly joined the 
Fleet Air Arm in 1939, and was sent with 802 
Squadron to protect North Atlantic convoys from 
the escort carrier Audacity. Awarded the DSC for 
his bravery, he was then sent to Farnborough, to 
trial new versions of the Spitfire and Hurricane, 
and to test aircraft landing arrangements on new 
carriers: an extraordinarily hazardous task for 
which he was awarded an MBE in 1944. He also 
flew several stints with Fighter Command. In the 
1950s, he passed Mach 1 (the speed of sound at 
any height) in American Sabre and British Hunter 
jets. In the 1960s, he flew Chinook helicopters, 
Buccaneer nuclear bombers and Mach 2 Lightning 

and Phantom fighters. Appointed CBE in 1970, he retired later 
that year. In 2014, Captain Brown was selected to be  the subject 
of the 3,000th edition of the BBC’s Desert Island Discs. “When 
you read through his life story, it makes James Bond seem like 
a bit of a slacker,” noted the show’s host, Kirsty Young.

Eric “Winkle” 
Brown 

1919-2016

The reclusive author of To Kill a Mockingbird

Lee: Fiercely defended her privacy

Brown: Helped liberate Belsen

WWII flying ace considered the greatest ever test pilot
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UAE: Stunning villas in Dubai

International: A French castle and a South African estate

 Dubai: Positioned within the Jumeirah 
Islands development, this French Riviera 
Garden Hall style villa offers total privacy 
owing to its secluded position and the 
surrounding greenery. The spacious 
residence offers two levels of bright and 
luxurious living spaces. The 
contemporary interiors incorporate  
5 bedrooms, large family areas, formal 
dining, study, fitted kitchen and maid’s 
quarters. Outdoors comprise of expansive 
grounds ideal for entertaining complete 
with a private pool, garden and dining 
area. The residence is walking distance 
from a clubhouse that has a restaurant, 
gym, swimming pool and tennis court. 
$3.1m; Knight Frank (+971 4) 4267 610.

 South Africa: Overlooking the scenic Overberg 
landscape in the Western Cape province, this award-
winning estate spreads over 99 hectares and includes 
33 hectares of vineyards, fig and pomegranate trees, 
olive plantation and Mediterranean vegetable farms. 
The mansion comprises 3 large en suite bedrooms, 
spacious entertainment areas encompassing a billiard 
room, dining room, formal lounge, sunroom, library 
and a large cellar. Outside are two individual guest 
cottages and an extensive garden leading to a pool, art 
studio and tennis court. 
$1.8m; Chestertons International (+44 20) 7201 2071

 France: Ideally located by the 
picturesque village of La Colle sur 
Loup and just 20 minutes from the 
Nice Cote d’Azur airport, this 17th 
century castle offers comfortable 
living in a charming setting.There 
are 12 bedrooms with private 
terraces spread out in the main 
house and the 3 independent 
guesthouses. There are lounges 
with vaulted ceilings, stone 
fireplaces, dining room, 
breakfast area, library, several 

study rooms, and a dining pergola. The property is surrounded 
by a hectare of parkland with big trees, fountains, walkways, 
heated swimming pool and a Moroccan lounge. 
$11m; Emile Garcin France (+33 4) 9797 3210.
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UK: Coastal properties

 Dubai: Offering views over the 
Emirates Golf Course, this 7-bedroom 
villa is set in the tranquil Lake Hattan 
community. Laid out over two levels the 
interiors are sophisticated and bright 
with large floor-to-ceiling glass windows 
that open onto a landscaped garden with 
a pool and covered patio. There are 
several living and dining areas, a study, 
fitted kitchen and a maid’s quarter. The 
generous rooftop terrace overlooks the 
fairways and the Dubai skyline. 
$5m; Luxhabitat (+971 4) 550 8335.

 North Yorkshire: The 
Royal Hotel, Runswick 
Bay, near Whitby. A 
landmark in the heart of 
the village with views 
across the bay and out to 
sea. 29ft lounge bar with 
doors onto the terrace, 
serving bar, snug, 24-cover 
dining room, commercial 
kitchen, storeroom, 2-bed 
flat with independent 
access, office/bed with  

en suite shower, terrace garden, cellars, lavatories. 
$920,000; Savills (+441 904) 617 800.

 Sutherland: Scourie Lodge, Scourie, Lairg.  
A south-facing laird’s house in a peaceful coastal 
setting on the fringe of the village. Master suite,  
4 further bed suites, kitchen, 2 receps, study, 3 
halls, utility, shower room, cloakroom, library, 
converted 1-bed former coach house, garages, 
wood stores, cold store, summer house, 
greenhouses, lawned gardens, walled garden, 
orchard, kitchen garden. 3.7 acres, OIEO 
$770,000; Strutt & Parker (+441 463) 719 171.
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Oyster and seafood pie with samphire:  A posh comfort food 

Sartoria 

20 Savile Row, London W1, 
UK (+44 20) 7534 7000

This swanky but “enormously 
affable” new Italian restaurant 
from Francesco Mazzei (of 
L’Anima fame) will make you 
feel like you’re in a Fellini film 
when you’ve really just popped 
in for a bit of polenta, says 
Grace Dent in the London 
Evening Standard. “Not that 
they do plain old polenta.  
They do soft black polenta 
with wild mushrooms, truffle 
and hazelnuts.” They also do a 
“glor iously, lovingly hewn 
plate” of antipasti which 
includes smoked duck, Tuscan 
fennel sausage and “an 
unctuous blob of fresh, fiery 
’nduja” – and fior de latte 
mozzarella to die for. Veal with 
tuna and quinoa; lobster 
tagliolini; full-flavoured Welsh 
lamb; zucchine fritte – all were 
delicious. The tiramisu is the 
best in London and the fresh 
blood-orange sorbet was 
outstanding – “I finished a 
bowl and I loathe the stuff 
normally. Sartoria, hands 
down, is currently making the 
greatest tiramisu in London. I 
got on the bathroom scales this morning. They knew I’d  
been living la dolce vita.

Friend’s Avenue

Fortune Executive Tower, 
Cluster T, Jumeirah Lake 
Towers, Dubai, UAE. 
Friendsavenue.ae

“As with love, the success of  
a concept depends partially  
on the right time and the  
right place,” said Fork It  
Over Dubai. And Serendipity 
certainly played a role in the 
Fork It Over trip: already  
in JLT with work, Friend’s 
Avenue, which blends 
Australian, British and 
European cuisines was just  
a short journey away. “The 
space is small and cosy,” 
around the restaurant there are 
“square tables, the benches the 
communal table and the round 
tables along the window.” The 
granola is “sweet and crunchy 
with a burst of fresh fruit and 
smooth creamy yogurt.” The 
portions are large, perhaps it’s 
the famous “Uzbek hospitality 
from the owners, but these are 
value for money that I know 
people will appreciate.” 
Unfortunately the squash soup 
was not to the same standard 
“there is an underlying 
bitterness that can’t be 

forgotten.” Overall,  “prices are fair and portions are big,” 
worth a visit if you are in JLT. 

La Tablita

Hyatt Regency Dubai Creek Heights Hotel, Healthcare City, Dubai, 
UAE. Dubaicreek.regency.hyatt.com

 
Healthycare City might seem like an odd choice for a Mexican 
restaurant, said What’s On Dubai. But “despite being located 
in a cold clinical” area, La Tablita “certainly looks the part”. 

The menu is varied, “with over 50 or so dishes to choose 
from.” Highlights include the chicken fajitas which were  
“well-seasoned and moreish and featured freshly made 

tortillas”. Another success was the Camaron: “battered shrimp 
with a peppery bite and a rich mix of textures.” The mango 

sorbet dessert served with apricot jam and chilli flakes received 
mixed reviews from the table. “One half of the table adored the 

odd, slightly savoury flavour, while the half said it was like 
eating solid perfume.” Ultimately, “although we might not have 

loved every dish, it was an education in traditional Mexican 
food, and a delicious one at that”.

•  Preheat the oven to 220°C. Put 75g 
of the butter into a saucepan and 
heat until melted, then add the flour 
and cook for 2 minutes, until 
thickened and light golden brown.
•  Add the cream gradually, 
whisking continuously, and cook 
until thickened and smooth. Pour in 
the bubbly in a steady stream, still 
whisking all the time, until  
thick enough to coat the back of a 
spoon, then season to taste with 
salt and pepper.
•  Place the salmon, smoked 
haddock, lobster, oysters, prawns 
and samphire in a large ovenproof 
dish. Pour the sauce over the top, 
ensuring all the ingredients 
are coated.

•  Put the grated potato into a 
clean tea towel and squeeze well 
to get rid of all excess liquid. Place 
in a bowl. Melt 50g of the remaining 
butter in a saucepan, then mix with 
the potato and egg yolks and 
plenty of salt and black pepper.
•  Sprinkle the potato mixture 
over the top of the fish, then place 
on a baking sheet in the oven and 
bake for 30 minutes, until golden 
and hot through.
•  Bring a pan of salted water to 
the boil, add the peas and cook for 
2-3 minutes until tender. Drain and 
return to the pan, then add the 
remaining butter and season to 
taste. Serve with the fish pie. 
Serves 4-6.

140g unsalted butter • 2 heaped tbsp plain flour • 600ml double cream • sea salt and freshly ground black pepper • 500g salmon, boneless 
and skinless, cut into chunks • 400g smoked haddock, boneless and skinless, cut into chunks • 1kg cooked lobster, shelled and cut into 
chunks • 8 oysters, shucked • 350g raw king prawns, shelled and de-veined • 100g samphire • 1kg white potatoes, peeled and coarsely 

grated • 3 egg yolks • 200g frozen peas

I class this dish among my “posh comforts”, says James Martin, though I’m not sure that “posh” is quite the right word – although it 
contains both oysters and lobster, you can get hold of these easily nowadays. This recipe also contains a fair bit of bubbly, but you 

could use prosecco instead. The grated potatoes make a great topping – just give them a squeeze to remove excess water

Taken from More Home Comforts by James Martin, published by Quadrille at $28.
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Bison wrangling in Colorado
A 103,000-acre working ranch in Colorado’s 
San Luis Valley, Zapata is heaven for 
wannabe cowboys, says Jane Knight in The 
Times. Owned by the Nature Conservancy, it 
enables guests to join in with daily activities, 
including herding bison. Rooms are 
comfortable (but not “slick”), meals are 
communal and “convivial” (expect bison 
burgers, bison lasagne and so on), and there’s 
a hot tub with wonderful views. Afternoons 
are spent learning rope skills, hiking, or in 
off-ranch activities such as rafting (which 
costs extra); but most wonderful are the 
morning rides. With a maximum of 21 riding 
guests, you’re never bunched together in 
huge groups, and the scenery is “amazing” – 
especially in the neighbouring Great  
Sand Dunes National Park. Scott Dunn 
(scottdunn.com) has trips from $6,260pp  
for a week.

Playing the Crusoe game 
Ever wanted to “feel like a castaway”? Then 
you need to speak to Alvaro Cerezo, says 
Andrew Marantz in The New York Times. 
Having spent his 20s seeking out cartoon-like 

desert islands (all white sand, coconut palms 
and turquoise surf) for his own pleasure, this 
35-year-old Spaniard founded a company, 
Docastaway, to market his expertise. Clients 
holiday on uninhabited islands in the Pacific 
and Indian Oceans or the Caribbean, 
choosing between “Comfort Mode” (more 
or less luxurious camping) and “Adventure 
Mode” (a survival holiday, with minimal 
support). Cerezo works hard to maintain the 
“illusion” (his word) of isolation, clearing 
beaches of flotsam, and bribing military 
officials to keep fishing boats, distant 
cooking fires and so on out of sight. It’s a 
“game” worthy of Marie Antoinette, then, 
but a “rewarding” – and even occasionally 
“revelatory” – one. For more information, 
go to docastaway.com.

A revelation in Ravenna
The “immensely agreeable, calm, elegant” 
northern Italian town of Ravenna sees few 
visitors, says A.A. Gill in The Sunday Times. 
Its principal treasures – no less than eight 
World Heritage sites – all date from the  
Dark Ages, when it was briefly the capital  
of the Western Roman Empire. And these 
basilicas, baptistries and mausolea are quite 
“unforgettable”; “incomparably beautiful” 
buildings richly decorated in mosaics that are 
still vivid and colourful today. Indeed, the 
saints and apostles they depict look quite 
“contemporary” – as familiar as neighbours 
spotted in the street “collecting their morning 
focaccia”. Perhaps it is that, as much as all 
the “dazzling” flowers, birds and stars, that 
makes this art so “exceptionally moving”. 
Kirker (kirkerholidays.com) has a three-night 
trip from $960pp.

It is the Caribbean’s most alluring 
city, “a 16th century treasure of 
cobbled streets and pastel-
coloured walls, of arcaded 
squares and elegant promenades” 
on the Colombian coast. And 
though Cartagena is now 
gentrified in parts, it remains as 
“vibrant” as ever, says Stanley 
Stewart in Condé Nast Traveller. 
If you have read Gabriel García 
Márquez (a native son), you  
will be familiar with the city’s 
atmosphere – the steamy coastal 
heat, the clip-clop of hooves,  
the crumbling mansions, “the 
charm, the corruption, the 
sensuality and the sweaty tropical 
promise of misadventure and 
misalliance”. The city was off-
limits for decades to all but the 
most adventurous tourists owing 
to Colombia’s civil war, but peace 
has now returned, and the whole country is full of newfound 
“entrepreneurial energy”.

As the Spanish empire’s main entrepôt for gold and slaves, 
Cartagena was fantastically rich, and drew “cut-throats and 

buccaneers from halfway around 
the world”. In 1586, Sir Francis 
Drake descended on it with a 
thousand men for 48 days of 
“pillage”, taking away as much 
gold as he could carry (the locals 
still curse the name of “El 
Draque”). Today, the old town’s 
spectacular walls still stand; 
churches “barnacled” with gold 
and statues “sail like galleons” 
above its tiled roofs.

One excellent museum displays  
the torture instruments of the 
Inquisition; another holds ancient 
golden treasures of the indigenous 
Zenú people – fantastical creatures, 
earrings “with the delicacy of 
spider webs”. But the city’s living 
soul is best sought after dark, in 
a traditional neighbourhood such 
as Getsemani, where children play 

football and old men “huddle over chess and dominoes” on the 
plazas, and there are fabulously “retro” salsa bars with slow 
ceiling fans, ranks of gleaming bottles, and dancers with hips so 
fluid they seem to “swim” through the music. Emirates flies to 
Cartagena via New York (emirates.com).

Getting the flavour of…
Suján Rajmahal Palace
Jaipur, India
Many royal palaces in India have 
been converted into hotels, “but 
rarely has one made the transition 
with as much flair as Rajmahal,” 
said Laurie Werner on Forbes .com. 
Built in 1729 by the Maharaja of 
Jaipur as a garden retreat for his 
wife, the palace opened its 14 
rooms and suites to paying guests 
in 2014. Mughal-era features were 
preserved and combined with 
colorful modern touches. In 1962, 
Jackie Kennedy stayed in the 
turquoise-and-violet suite now 
named for her. For eye-opening 
flair, though, nothing can match the 
51-shades-of-pink breakfast room.

Doubles from $500 
(sujanluxury.com) 

Hotel of the week

Cartagena: Gentrified in parts – but “vibrant”

This week’s dream: The queen of the Caribbean coast 
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Gulf business
Saudi Arabia, Oman and Bahrain were 
among the oil-producing nations to have 
their credit ratings cut by Standard & Poor’s 
on Wednesday. The Kingdom’s credit grade 
was cut two levels from A+ to A- due to the 
“marked and lasting impact” of low oil 
prices on the economy of OPEC’s biggest 
producer. Oman saw its credit rating lowered 
to BBB-, the brink of junk status, following a 
previous cut in November. Bahrain’s rating 
was lowered from BBB- to BB, two steps 
below investment grade. Saudi Arabia’s 
rating was previously downgraded less than 
four months ago, falling one level to A+ in 
late October when Brent was hovering 
around $50 a barrel.
Qatar Petroleum is reportedly looking to sell 
its Al Shaheen Holding subsidiary in a bid to 
cut costs. The state-owned company has 
chosen HSBC to advise it on the sale of the 
unit, which has three joint ventures in the 
oilfield services industry, according to the 
Reuters. These include two with GE Oil and 
Gas and one with the Middle East unit of 
Weatherford. Brent crude currently stands at 
$33 a barrel, a roughly 70% decline since the 
summer of 2014.
Dubai-based conglomerate Al Habtoor 
Group has acquired another luxury hotel 
in Europe as part of plans to boost its 
overseas portfolio. Dubai’s Al Habtoor  
has bought Vienna’s historic Hotel 
Imperial. The group now owns seven 
hotels outside Dubai Chairman Khalaf 
Ahmad Al Habtoor confirmed that the 
company purchased the historic Hotel 
Imperial – a Luxury Collection Hotel –  
in Vienna from Starwood Hotels and 
Resorts Worldwide. The value of the  
deal was not disclosed.

LSE/Deutsche Börse: Better together?
In the early Noughties, Deutsche Börse’s attempts to acquire the London Stock 
Exchange turned into a lengthy saga of “börse wars”. The Germans were beaten off 
then, said Emma Haslett in City AM. Now they’re back. Shares in the LSE jumped more 
than 16% on Tuesday on reports that it is in tie-up talks with Deutsche Börse; the plan 
is for a “merger of equals” to create one of the world’s largest exchanges. The LSE is 
negotiating from a position of strength, said the FT. Under the leadership of Xavier 
Rolet, it has “gone from defensive prey”, fighting off bids from larger rivals, “to 
challenging its German counterpart for the crown as Europe’s largest market 
infrastructure provider”. That’s reflected in the structure of the proposed board, which 
would be “composed of equal numbers of LSE and Deutsche Börse directors”. The 
move is bound to be controversial, given the current EU referendum debate. But we 
should ignore the usual objections about a “great British” institution being lost, said 
Iain Martin on CapX. The modern LSE is essentially an international electronic trading 
system – “a world away from the thoroughly British institution of 30 years ago”. 
Besides, we Brits are traders: we sell our football clubs, banks and property. There’s 
no need to panic about selling “our” stock exchange to the Germans. 

UK banks: Profit angst and princelings
The opening of the annual reporting season for British banks coincided with “the most 
frenzied atmosphere” in the industry since the financial crisis, said The Observer. Those 
first out of the gates did nothing to improve the mood. Standard Chartered, the 
emerging markets bank, “reported its first annual net loss for more than a quarter of 
a century”, said Martin Arnold in the FT. At HSBC, meanwhile, a 7% fall in profits to 
$20.4bn was worse than the market had expected. The bank has nonetheless raised its 
dividend. Shareholders won’t complain about that, but news that HSBC is once again 
under investigation in the US is dismaying, said Robert Lea in The Times. The 
Securities and Exchange Commission is examining claims that in China the bank 
recruited “princelings” – the children of political leaders – the better to seduce their rich 
and powerful parents. The allegations are tame by comparison to previous charges of 
money laundering, tax evasion and price-fixing. But they will raise fears that “HSBC 
still doesn’t get it” when it comes to ethics. 

Three/Shine: Ad-blocking agenda
Virtual reality and the next generation of 5G broadband were the dominant themes at 
this year’s Mobile World Congress in Barcelona, said Christopher Williams in The Daily 
Telegraph. But the really hot topic was the announcement by Three that it will become 
the first European mobile operator to block advertisements on its network. The 
company has teamed up with an Israeli outfit called Shine whose software can block 
ads in apps, as well as those on the web. Three claims its objective is to “give customers 
more control”. But you can understand the anxiety of digital providers who rely on ads 
for revenues. All the more so since Three’s big rivals, EE, O2 and Vodafone, are poised 
to follow suit, said Emily Bell in The Guardian. “Unless and until this is killed off” by 
regulators, it threatens to “snuff out” a lifeline for digital publishers.

Bahrain airport: Spreading its wings
Work has begun on a major expansion of 
Bahrain International Airport, a project partly 
funded by the UAE, said Gulf Business. “The 
project will see the construction of a new 
passenger terminal, additional landing slots, a 
service building and a hangar. It is being 
financed through a Dhs 9.19bn grant provided 
by the UAE to Bahrain as part of a 2013 Gulf 
Cooperation Council development 
programme.” Dhs 3.373bn from the finances 
being provided will be used for a $1.1bn 
airport expansion, covering 80% of its costs. 
The expansion will increase the airport’s 
capacity to 14 million passengers per year and ensure it can 
handle the next generation of modern fleets.” The larger plan is to 
“upgrade services and facilities and enhance Bahrain’s 
competitiveness as an aviation hub”, according to Abu Dhabi Fund 
For Development. “Being Bahrain’s gateway to the world, the 
expansion of Bahrain International Airport will give a strong boost 
to the economy of Bahrain by enhancing its competitiveness and 

building world-class aviation infrastructure,” 
said Bahrain’s minister of transportation and 
telecommunications Kamal bin Ahmed 
Mohammed. Sounds like a rather smart idea. 
Mohammed Saif Al Suwaidi, director general 
of Abu Dhabi Fund for Development (ADFD), 
said: “ADFD enjoys outstanding relations 
with the Bahraini Government.  These 
relations are built on solid foundations and 
close links, deeply rooted in the shared 
history of our countries. Through our 
continued collaboration and engagement, 
under the directives of our wise leaderships, 

we aim to support the Bahraini Government in its efforts to 
promote sustainable socio-economic development across the 
country, while at the same time promoting stronger synergies 
between the people of both countries. Investing in an exciting 
project such as this airport expansion is an important driver of 
these ambitions and we look forward to seeing the project 
progress and take shape.”

Mohammed: “World class infrastructure”
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The governing body of world football, FIFA, is a byword for 
corruption, says The Economist. What better way to clean it up 
than “a dose of stock market scrutiny”? That’s an idea advanced 
by sports economist Stefan Szymanski, who argues that “radical 
reform” of the organisation – which this week held a “secret 
ballot” to elect a new president – should begin with a New York 
flotation. Putting FIFA “under the referee’s beady eye” would 
certainly improve transparency: an important consideration given 
the $115m spent by its 474 employees on “personal expenses”  
in 2014. It would also expose FIFA to one of the world’s most 
“punitive anti-bribery” regimes, and sharpen incentives “to make 
as much money as it can through legitimate means”. Of course, 
“the beautiful game should not be handed to Wall Street without 
safeguards”; but measures could be introduced to protect FIFA’s 
“mission to develop football”. Sadly, none of the candidates vying 
to succeed Sepp Blatter would countenance a listing. But their 
promises to reform should be judged against that “yardstick”.

The bosses of 36 FTSE 100 companies put their names to an anti-
Brexit letter published this week. But what was really striking, 
says Sarah Gordon, is how many refused to sign. Two-thirds of 
the FTSE 100, including Britain’s biggest supermarkets and several 
of our largest banks, failed to support a missive which, while 
supportive of EU membership, “was about as bland as it could 
be, presumably to minimise objections”. Why? Some boards 
(including, reportedly, Lloyds) may be finding it hard to reach a 
joint position. Others think the decision makes no difference to 
them. But many are simply too “weedy” to speak out, “for fear of 
alienating customers or staff”. That is a “staggering” failure. The 
public wants to know where employers stand on Brexit: whether 
it would be positive or negative for business, jobs and investment. 
They shouldn’t leave it to politicians to make the case one way or 
another. “The idea that a measured argument on either side of the 
debate would put customers off buying their pint of milk” is to 
treat them “as children, not as voting adults”.

“The first thing you have to do as a chief executive is learn to lie,” 
said Lucy Kellaway. We like to say that honesty is what makes a 
great leader, but the very successful CEO knows there are “four 
basic truths” that must never be uttered. Rule No. 1 is to never 
say you’re not enjoying yourself, no matter how grim the work, 
lest it seem like you’re not “entirely in control”. Second, you are 
forbidden to say you don’t like someone in your organisation, 
even if the chairperson really is a dolt. “Third, bad-mouthing your 
company is out of the question.” There are only two occasions 
when it’s acceptable to say anything negative: when you’re 
blaming something on a predecessor or unveiling a plan for 
improving matters. Finally, you must never tell anyone that you’re 
not sure about something. You need to present every initiative as  
a “no-brainer”. Breaking any of these taboos is tantamount to 
admitting that you are unfit for the top job. The “simple truth”  
is that a “chief executive can only be honest up to a point”. The 
CEO’s chair just isn’t suited for those “too addicted to saying 
what they really think”. 

Disgruntled British cabbies might take some comfort in the  
news that Uber is losing a whopping $1bn a year in its largest 
international market, China, says Adam Gale. That’s a big hit, 
even for a company with a $7bn war chest. True, breakneck 
expansion costs money: Uber has spread to 40 Chinese cities,  
and it “wants another hundred by September”. But the reason 
losses are so “eye-wateringly high” is down to a local rival, Didi 
Kuaidi.  As Uber CEO Travis Kalanick laments: “We have a  
fierce competitor that’s unprofitable in every city they exist in, but 
they’re buying up market share.” In other words, “Didi Kuaidi  
is doing to Uber exactly what Uber has done to everyone else” – 
using its immense resources (it is backed by Alibaba and Tencent) 
to gain crucial first-mover advantage. How will the battle pan 
out? Didi is still well ahead, with an overall 85% market share, 
but it is currently in many more cities (around 250). In cities 
where Uber is established, the battle is closely fought. When the 
dust settles, Uber will probably be profitable in China. “Anyone 
hoping for signs of the app’s demise is likely to be disappointed.”

Mohamed Ben Attia
The man of the moment  
is Tunisian filmmaker 
Mohamed Ben Attia (see 
Film, page 30).  His debut 
feature, Hedi, has won top 
honours at the Berlin film 
festival. “Attia (pictured)
hopes that Tunisians, and 
those with knowledge of 
events in the Arab world, will 
see the film’s more subtle 
allegories and metaphors,” 
said The National. “I made 
this film in the first instance 
for a Tunisian audience,”  
he says. “I want to say 
something about the 
situation there. I also believe 
that by looking at something 
on a micro level, you are 
able to talk to the audience 
on a more universal scale.” 
His approach “seems to be 
working”; the film received 
rave reviews at the Berlin 
festival, which ended on 
Friday, “with Variety 
describing it an adept and 
absorbing drama”.  Way to go.

Kyle Bass
He’s not the only hedge-
funder betting on a renminbi 
collapse, but Kyle Bass, the 
founder of Hayman Capital, 
has lent “the most strident, 
forensic and colourful voice” 
to the debate, says the FT. 
The Texan tycoon – a former 
springboard diver who made 
a fortune shorting sub-prime 
mortgages – reckons China’s 
government doesn’t have 
the resources to prevent “a 
banking crisis and a vicious 
currency devaluation”. Bass 
came to popular attention in 
Michael Lewis’s book 
Boomerang, “driving around 
his ranch in a Hummer that 
can evade villainous 
pursuers by spewing out 
tacks, James Bond-style”. 
He has an “evangelical 
quality” when it comes to 
investment analysis. The 
money, he says, is no longer 
important. “Vindication is the 
sweetest trophy that one can 
possibly have.”

The lies 
all CEOs 
tell
Lucy Kellaway

Financial Times

The bosses who 
dared speak 
out on Brexit
Sarah Gordon

Financial Times

Put FIFA  
under the ref’s
beady eye
Editorial

The Economist

Uber gets
a dose of its
own medicine
Adam Gale

Management Today

City profiles
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Constellation Healthcare 
Technologies
The Mail on Sunday
Constellation helps US doctors 
process bills effi ciently to 
enable prompt payment by 
insurers; its ambitious manage-
ment should make the most of 
the £37bn-a-year market. Turn- 
over and profi t are forecast to 
double this year. Buy. 148.25p.

Dairy Crest Group
Investors Chronicle
The sale of the dairy business 
has removed the burden of 
trading in an oversupplied milk 
industry. Meanwhile the cheese 
(Cathedral City) and spreads 
lines are thriving, and the 
infant formula business should 
drive global growth. Buy. 592p.

Interserve
The Times
This construction and support 
service group has suffered 
disproportionately from 
market jitters. Although 
prospects in the Middle 
East are unclear, trading overall 
is robust – and the foundations 
look solid. Yields 6%. Buy. 
396.5p.

JD Sports
Investors Chronicle
Investment in stores and 
infrastructure is bearing fruit 
at the sports fashion retailer: 
trading is strong (and improv-
ing in the outdoor division), 
and expansion into Europe is 
going well. Brokers have up -
graded the stock. Buy. £10.37.

Segro
The Times
Segro is in a property 
“hotspot” – providing 
commercial and logistics space. 
2015 fi gures show “progress 
on all fronts”, and a recent 
deal with specialist developer 
Roxhill looks promising. Yields 
3.6%. Buy. 434.25p.

Walker Greenbank
Shares
The company behind the 
Sanderson and Morris & Co 
brands was hit by fl ooding in 
December. But UK fabric and 
wallpaper sales are strong, and 
the brands have seen good 
international growth. Now 
expanding into the Far East. 
Buy. 196p.

Who’s tipping what
The week’s best buys

…and some to sell

Glencore
The Daily Telegraph
Despite the recent rally in 
shares, the outlook for both 
commodities and the mining 
giant remains bad. Higher debt 
charges will continue to erode 
profi ts, and asset prices are still 
falling. Sell. 120p.

Invidior
The Daily Telegraph
Patent protection on the 
pharma’s key product – the 
lucrative heroin addiction 
medication Suboxone – has 
ended, forcing it to slash prices 
to defend market share. Sales 
and profi ts are falling fast. 
Sell. 171p.

Monitise
Shares
The one-time Aim star 
continues to haemorrhage cash 
despite signifi cant cuts in 
operating costs and capex. 
With revenue down by 21%, 
a profi t breakthrough is vital. 
The new management has its 
work cut out. Sell. 1.85p.

Rolls-Royce
Investors Chronicle
The embattled engineer faces 
deteriorating trading and rising 
costs in its defence and nuclear 
operations. Cash worries have 
seen the dividend halved. The 
after-sales servicing business is 
also at risk. Sell. 662p.

Spectris
The Daily Telegraph
This precision electronics-
maker has been hit by the 
hiatus in the American shale 
industry. It is buying smaller 
rivals and reducing costs, but 
shares have fallen from £23 
last summer and still aren’t 
worth chasing. Sell. £17.07.

Weir Group
The Sunday Times
The Scottish parts-maker has 
been hit by the collapsing oil 
and gas and mining industries. 
Profi ts look set to halve. The 
best hope for shares is a bid at 
the bottom of the market – 
we’re not there yet. Sell. £9.08.

Directors’ dealings

Tate & Lyle

A turnaround at the food 
ingredients specialist has 

delivered solid improvement in 
volumes and margins. CEO 

Javed Ahmed demonstrated his 
faith by spending £218,340 on 

40,000 shares. He was joined by 
the CFO and the chairman, who 

bought 10,000 shares each.

Form guide

Shares tipped 12 weeks ago

Best tip
Hostelworld Group

The Times
up 23.38% to 228.26p

Worst tip
Next

Investors Chronicle
down 14.81% to £67.30

Market view
“The role of Brexit in steering 
recent pound-price action can 
be likened to a rollercoaster 

warming up with some small 
twists and turns before an 

inevitable sharp drop… You 
ain’t seen nothing yet.”

Research note from ING. 
Quoted in The Guardian
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Market summary
     

6-month movement in the FTSE 100 index

23 Feb 2016 Week before Change (%)
FTSE 100 5962.31 5862.17 1.71%
FTSE All-share UK 3272.68 3208.28 2.01%
Dow Jones 16463.22 16121.86 2.12%
NASDAQ 4521.80 4412.74 2.47%
Nikkei 225 16052.05 16054.43 –0.01%
Hang Seng 19414.78 19122.08 1.53%
Gold 1221.35 1209.00 1.02%
Brent Crude Oil 33.34 32.56 2.40%
DIVIDEND YIELD (FTSE 100) 4.28% 4.34%  
UK 10-year gilts yield 1.56 1.61
US 10-year Treasuries 1.74 1.76
UK ECONOMIC DATA
Latest CPI (yoy) 0.3% (Jan)  0.2% (Dec) 

1.2% (Dec) 
+9.5% (Dec)

Latest RPI (yoy) 1.1% (Jan) 
Halifax house price (yoy) +9.7% (Jan)

£1 STERLING        $1.394  g1.269  ¥155.925 

Key numbers for investors Best and worst performing shares  Key numbers for investors  Best and worst performing shares  Following the Footsie

WEEK’S CHANGE, FTSE 100 STOCKS
RISES Price % change
Glencore 129.45 +25.74
Anglo American 453.10 +13.86
Antofagasta 496.60 +12.71
London Stock Ex.Gp. 2630.00 +12.39
Fresnillo 976.00 +11.16

FALLS
Royal Bank of Sctl.Gp. 236.00 –5.60
Standard Chartered 406.95 –5.11
Standard Life 327.60 –4.10
GlaxoSmithKline 1378.00 –2.79
Marks & Spencer Gp. 417.40 –2.68
BEST AND WORST UK STOCKS OVERALL
Regency Mines 1.10 +223.53
Madagascar Oil (Di) 0.75 –80.00
Source: Datastream (not adjusted for dividends). Prices on 23 Feb (pm)
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by Gulmehek Khan, 
the world’s youngest 

published poetess

A student of Nord Anglia School, Dubai, who inspires 
everyone to stand up for themselves.

A V A I L A B L E  I N  A L L  M A J O R  B O O K S T O R E S  A N D  A T  B O O K S A R A B I A . C O M
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The outgoing chief inspector of 
prisons is explaining why he is so 
keen to get out of the job. It’s not 
the budget fights Nick Hardwick 
had with the Ministry of Justice, nor 
the fact that he wasn’t actively 
encouraged to apply for another 
five-year stint. It’s not even the fact 
that the previous secretary of state 
for justice, Lord Grayling, 
“robustly” tried to influence him – 
as Hardwick revealed to a select 
committee last month. No, he 
simply feared that he was becoming 
desensitised; that he was getting 
prison-horror fatigue. “You 
shouldn’t do this job for too long, 
because you get used to things you 
shouldn’t get used to,” he says. 
“Take the level of self-harm and 
suicide. On one level, one bit of 
your brain is thinking, ‘Oh well, 
they’ve only had two suicides since 
we were last here, good.’ On 
another level, that is appalling.”

Hardwick, 58, barely takes a breath 
before providing another example 
– dirt. He recently did an inspection 
with a man who normally does 
police custody inspections. At the 
end, the inspectors discuss what 
they found. “We went through the 
physical conditions, saying, ‘Lots of 
people doubled up in cells mean, for 
one, toilets not adequately screened, next issue…’ and he went, 
‘Hang on a minute, that’s disgusting.’ And we all said, ‘Yeah it is.’ 
But when you’ve seen it so often… In my early reports, I used to 
bang on about two men in a small cell with an unscreened toilet, 
one of them eating their meals sitting on the bed next to a toilet, 
and I’ve stopped banging on about that now. But actually we 
should keep banging on about it because it is disgusting.”

If Hardwick has got compassion fatigue, he’s making a good job 
of hiding it. His outrage could not be more visceral. Throughout 
his five years as chief inspector, he has been an outspoken critic of 
the conditions he found in the 
prisons of England and Wales. 
When Hardwick took up his 
post in 2010, the incoming 
coalition government promised a 
“rehabilitation revolution”. In 
his final annual report, in 2015, 
the chief inspector said he was “still waiting for this to happen”. 
The same report quoted an inspection at Wormwood Scrubs in 
which a guard urged him to look at cells the officer “wouldn’t 
keep a dog in” – broken windows, filthy, inadequately screened 
toilets, and cockroaches everywhere.

But perhaps the most telling verdict on the system he leaves is the 
stream of reports on the young offender institutions (YOIs) he 
and his team visited towards the end of his tenure. To quote from 

his 2014 inspection of Glen Parva 
YOI, “this is a model of custody  
that does not work”. He said the 
same about virtually every YOI he 
inspected, citing rising levels of 
violence and self-harm; young men 
locked idle in their cells 23 hours a 
day; just 30 minutes of outdoor 
exercise the norm. The situation is so 
bad in the YOI estate that Hardwick 
took the decision to inspect them 
annually, instead of every three or 
four years, which is the standard 
across the penal estate.

While the outspoken Hardwick has 
had his critics, he has also had plenty 
of supporters. Surprisingly, UK  
justice minister Michael Gove 
appears to be one of them. This week 
he announced that Hardwick would 
be the new head of the Parole Board. 
It’s an interesting choice, given that 
Hardwick does not believe that many 
of those incarcerated in England and 
Wales for minor crimes should be 
there in the first place. But, he makes 
clear, the new job will largely be 
dealing with very different people – 
serious offenders, who should have 
been sent to prison.

We meet at HM Inspectorate of 
Prisons in Holborn, central London, 
just a few days before he is due to 

clear out. In fact, he has already started. The spartan office is 
normally quite cosy, he explains. “I don’t want you to think I live 
in a bare cell. I normally have pictures on the wall, but at the 
weekend we came in by car and loaded it all up. That’s why it 
looks so bleak.” Hardwick is a big, bouncing ball of a man with a 
demotic accent that regularly drops Hs and Ts. Whereas a number 
of former chief inspectors have been old establishment figures 
who turned native (notably, former army general David 
Ramsbotham), Hardwick has always supported the underdog. 
Thirty years ago, he was made chief executive of the homeless 
charity Centrepoint. He then became chief executive of the 

Refugee Council, before 
heading up the Independent 
Police Complaints Commission. 
Hardwick is no flibbertigibbet. 
He tends to put in a good shift  
of eight or nine years before 
moving on to the next worthy 

post. But this time, as chief inspector of prisons, he only 
managed five.

During that time, he discovered how much he hated being in 
prisons. “If you ask me how my view has changed, and this may 
be another reason why I’m not sad to leave the job, I’m surprised 
by how much I don’t like being in prison. Although I have keys 
and can get out at any time, and I regard myself as pretty resilient, 
it’s the noise, the echo, the clanging, the claustrophobia, the sense 

“Prison is as bad as you can 
imagine, and possibly more so”

Norwich prison in the UK 

After five years as chief inspector of prisons, Nick Hardwick is glad to be leaving the job. Here, he tells Simon Hattenstone and 
Eric Allison about the parlous state of Britain’s jails, and why he’s getting out before he loses his capacity for disgust

“It’s the noise, the echo, the clanging, the 
claustrophobia, the sense that even if  

you’ve got keys you’re shut in”
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that even if you’ve got keys you’re shut in, 
and the unhappiness.” He grits his teeth as he 
talks. “I didn’t understand the degree to 
which, once you lock someone up, even in the 
best prisons for a short period of time, that is 
a very severe punishment indeed.” He laughs 
at the notion that prison is soft. “It’s as bad as 
you could possibly imagine and possibly more 
so, and don’t think a little flat-screen television 
in the corner is going to alleviate it, because it 
doesn’t.”

Hardwick says there are many problems with 
Britain’s prisons. For starters, they don’t 
prepare you to return to society. “What a 
good prison does is teach you to be a good 
prisoner, so it teaches you to be compliant, 
not to use your initiative, to do what you’re 
told, to rein in your emotions, and that isn’t 
necessarily what you need to do to be a good citizen, or a good 
parent.” Prisons are based on rigid rules, he says, and another 
problem is that most prisoners are no good at following rules; 
that’s why they ended up in prison. And then there’s the issue of 
who is in there in the first place. The more time he spent in prison, 
the more he wondered whether many of those locked up should 
have been. “It is striking the number of people in prison who are 
obviously ill, who have either got mental health problems or 
substance-abuse issues. We need to find ways of diverting them 
out of the criminal justice system.” 

These are by no means the only prisoners he fears for. “There is a 
bigger group in the middle who may not be ill per se, but certainly 
struggle to cope. If we had better care in the community – not just 
delivered by the state, but 
actually if we all took a bit more 
care of each other – then some of 
those people could be managed 
much better in the community 
than prison.” He accepts such 
people can be difficult, that 
many are a “nuisance”, but he still insists that they should not be 
in prison for minor crimes. Roughly how many of the 86,000 
people locked up in England and Wales is he talking about? “I’m 
talking about a very large proportion of the prison population.”

Hardwick was born in Surrey but considers south London his 
stamping ground. He is an intensely private man. He has given 
few interviews during the years, and they contain virtually no 
personal details. He concedes that he graduated with a third in 
English from the University of Hull in 1979, that he was anything 
but a swot, and that he has a wife and son. But that’s as much as 
we’re getting. And even that’s a struggle.

He segues to another issue that has concerned him in his half-
decade as chief inspector – asylum seekers detained in immigration 
removal centres. And here he is almost hissing with anger. 
Locking up asylum seekers is simply an abuse of power, he 
suggests. “These people haven’t been convicted of anything, and 
they’re detained on the say-so of a relatively junior civil servant.  
If you lock someone up in a detention centre, you are punishing 
them. Whether that’s your intention or not, you are. Right? Even 
if you’re trying not to run it like a prison. Even if you have the 
best staff in the world, right, it’s still a prison.” 

And the bottom line, he says, is that most detained asylum seekers 
have not committed a crime. “It should be very exceptional that 
you lock someone up without going before a court, and at the 
moment, it’s simply not exceptional enough.” He returns to the 
junior civil servant. “It ought to be a huge decision to lock 
someone up, and the problem is that if you make a huge decision 
often enough, it becomes not such a huge decision; it becomes 
routine.” Hardwick believes there are two major failings with 
policymakers – “lack of imagination and failure of empathy”. 

“Too many policymakers do not ask themselves 
the crucial question: ‘How would I react if I 
were in that situation, and why are people in 
prison in the first place?’”

For Hardwick, the most striking example is 
children. In fact, he says, if he had the clout to 
close down any institution and start again from 
scratch, he would do so with youth prisons. 
“Children should be held in much smaller, more 
caring places,” he says. He talks about the time 
he visited one institution and a boy asked him 
for help. “I said, ‘What can I do?’ and he said, ‘I 
want to go home to my mummy, and…’” 
Hardwick chokes up and can’t complete his 
sentence. “Then another boy was just lying in 
his bed with his blanket pulled over his head. I 
went away thinking I wouldn’t be surprised if I 
got a call over the weekend saying any of those 

boys had hurt themselves.” He pauses, and drinks his coffee from 
a navy blue NYPD mug. “And that was not an uncaring place. 
But you think, ‘Oh God!’”

He hates the way these kids are so often referred to as young 
people, as if to disguise the fact they are children. “I went on the 
warpath about the boy who wanted to go home to his mummy, 
and got him into a hospital.” Again, he pauses. “And they are 
boys – largely boys – and girls, they are not young people.” We 
have the ultimate duty of care to the children we lock up, he  
says, and we are failing them. “The kids in custody are our most 
troubled children; school teachers, social workers, community 
workers, all these skilled professionals have not been able to  
get through to them, so what do we do? We put them in an 

institution with loads [of others] 
just like them. It’s bonkers, 
right? Bonkers. And we could 
afford to take these children and 
have them in smaller units with 
the skilled professional staff and 
staffing ratios to be able to make 

headway. There are not so many of them that it would break the 
bank.” You’re only talking about around 1,000 children, he says.

Again, he says, it goes back to empathy – or lack of it. “Once  
the state decides to take over the parental responsibility of a  
child, it has obligations to do all it can for them. If it was our own 
children in those places, or in that level of need, you would move 
heaven and earth to try to sort them out and help them. Well, 
these are our children; we should be moving heaven and earth to 
try to make a difference and we don’t.”

Last week, he told the justice select committee how his independence 
had been undermined. For starters, he had to have his budget cleared 
on a weekly basis for inspections, which resulted in him threatening 
to suspend all inspections. The solution to this “absurd” situation is 
simple, he says. “The inspectorate should not be sponsored by the 
department that has direct operational experience with the things 
that we inspect. Right?” He mentions a conversation he recently had 
with a team of Russian inspectors, and laughs. “I was going on about 
how important it is to be independent, and they said, ‘Well, who 
appoints you?’ I said, the Ministry of Justice, and they asked, ‘Who 
sets your budget?’ Well, that’s the Ministry of Justice, I said. And they 
go, ‘Ah, you mean that kind of independence!’”

What does Hardwick think he has achieved in the job? Well, he 
says, women’s prisons are better than they were, and now most 
inspections are unannounced, whereas previously only half were, 
but he’s struggling for positives. “In the adult estate, the reality is 
[that] things have got worse, and I think they would have been 
even worse were it not for us.” He smiles. “That’s probably not 
a great claim to make, is it?”

A longer version of this article first appeared in The Guardian.

Hardwick: Feared desensitisation

“These are our children, and we should be 
moving heaven and earth to try to make 

a difference, but we don’t”
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Charity of the week

UAE Dolphin Project
The UAE Dolphin Project is a non-profit initiative dedicated to investigating 
the dolphin population along the UAE coastline to provide scientific 
information and to support the conservation of these local marine species. 
This is done through the implementation of a research programme, as 
well as running a media campaign and educational programmes involving 
the public and private organisations. The ultimate goal is to promote the 
conservation of dolphin species and the local marine environment.

To find out more visit wp.uaedolphinproject.org

Available at all leading bookshops and selected 
outlets in the Gulf and at booksarabia.com
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  ACROSS

7  Guide soldiers on the hill (6)
9  Brand on the gravy train? (3)
10  Spoken of frothy drink in mug (4)
11  More rum for the outsider (8)
12  Soprano (in German) is one (6)
13  Greet local Indian with no end of 

jargon? Could be this (8,7)
16  Disheartened, running for a medal (4)
17  No love for old mobile phone 

company’s reach (5)
18  Cross with vineyards and cross 

again (4)
19  Out of reach passenger nobody 

set about (6,4,5)
22  Trouble experienced over in plant (6)
24  High fliers in resort stick firmly 

together mostly (8)
25  Cliff caught with cheap newspaper (4)
26  Signal from gardens heard (3)
27  Capital in which saunas misused (6)

DOWN
1  Irritable elements to rebel (10)
2  Fierce woman in scrap getting stuck 

into fellow (6)
3  A pair of braces (4)
4  Fido’s leg broken? That’s miserable for 

him! (3’1,4)
5  Sort of tap at home in South China (6)
6  Assistant’s thought: the last shall be 

first (4)
8  After drink, band coming apart (7)
14  Red head Hutton batting (5)
15  A despot cut out could be what they 

produce (5, 1’4)
17  Disposal of bubbly and cider (8)
18  Controls the market in awkward 

places (7)
20  Do a service for nothing? On reflection, 

say one pound (6)
21  Spots in northern Surrey town 

mentioned (6)
23  Measure of port in Israel (4)
24  Flight segment favourite’s taken up (4)

Sudoku 096 (easy)

Fill in all the squares so that each row, 
column and each of the 3x3 squares 
contains all the digits from 1 to 9

Solution to Sudoku 095

Solution to Crossword 094

ACROSS: 1 Teaspoon 5 Afloat 9 Ego trips 10 Blithe 12 Often 14 Readopted 15 
Shenanigans 16 Nag 18 Sat 19 Competition 21 Stiffener 22 Vague 
23 Plates 24 Audition 26 Assess 27 Adherent  

DOWN: 1/4 The Houses of Parliament 2 Ago 3 Piranha 6 Fellows 
7 Outstanding 8 Trend 11 Parade-ground 13 Theatricals 17 Ginger nut 19 Coffers 
20 Invoice 21 Supra 25 Ike 

Clue of the week: How to wind up without heart failure (6, first letter T) 
Solution: TURKEY

Clue of the week: Peer in Throne Room with King (4) Times
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