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As seed purveyors since 1806 it’s no surprise we have all the gardener’s favourite

seeds, including a range of new and exclusive 5ltr potted gourmet fruit trees with 

multiple varieties of mouth-watering fruit on a single stem tree. Perfect for patios 

and limited space, the Apple fruit tree has had five outstanding varieties grafted 

on to the single stem, so you can enjoy picking them all from just one tree!

www.suttons.co.uk

BY APPOINTMENT TO

HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN

SEEDSMEN

SUTTONS CONSUMER

PRODUCTS LIMITED, DEVON

Unsurprisingly
Suttons...

5
VARIETIES 

ON A

SINGLE TREE!

w
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.suttons.c

o
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BUY 
NOW
24/7

0
8

44 326 22
0
0

Discovery James Grieve

JonagoldEgremont Russet

Braeburn

Also available, Pear Tree & Plum/Gage Tree

Can be
grown

in a pot or
on a patio
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to Modern Gardens, the new magazine for people who want to spend more 

time enjoying their outside space and less time working in it.

June is a wonderful month to get outdoors. Hanging baskets, tubs and pots 

are bursting with blooms and looking their best, the evenings are warming 

up nicely so we can sit out, and it’s light enough to potter outside when 

we get home from work. Like all of you, I love my garden, but I haven’t got 

much free time to spend out there, so I’m always looking for quick, easy 

solutions to make it look as good as possible. Modern Gardens is packed 

with clever tips and ixes to help you create a space where you can kick back 

and relax without getting stressed by a growing ‘to do’ list. 

This month, I’m enjoying popping to the garden centre to add some instant colour to my 

patio. The sheer volume of plants on ofer means I sometimes end up buying something that’s 

not suitable for my space so I’ll be using the magazine to help me make the best, prettiest and 

most practical choices for my lifestyle. The same rules apply to accessories and decorative buys, 

too. We’ve got so many ideas for you this month!

If you enjoy upcycling, you’ll love the ideas in our garden furniture guide on page 70. All you 

need is half an hour and a pot of paint to create something unique to you and your plot. Please

share your projects with us on Facebook or Instagram, @moderngardens – we love to see what

you’ve been up to. 

Welcome,

Editor Fiona Cumberpatch

Fiona 

Simple pleasures in June
Buying armfuls of sweet  smelling flowers Eating strawberries outside Snipping fresh herbs

You can find us on

www.moderngardensmagazine.co.uk

Facebook Modern Gardens Magazine

Twitter @Modern_Gardens and you 

can post us your modern garden pics on

Instagram @ModernGardens

Modern_Gardens 

This elegant poppy 
is available from 
www.sarahraven.com 
Photo: Jonathan 
Buckley

Can’t  wait to make this fairy, 
light ball, p66

Who doesn’t  love tea in the 
garden? P92
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BIG
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24

MONTH...
Inside this 

72

Reader garden
makeovers
14  “Nothing is what it seems

in my easy-care garden”
A low-maintenance surburban plot that’s
a stylish outdoor living space.

24  “We gave our garden back
its personality”
How quirky features transformed a dull,
narrow plot into a beautiful family area.

Simple makes
& projects
58

 In the night garden
Create a magical corner with soft lighting
outside for when the sun goes down.

66
We love to make...

Outdoor lights and decorations.

68
Upcycle and update for

a new look
Refresh tired old outdoor furniture with
a splash of paint and imagination.

78  How to add a water feature
Waterfalls, fountains, rock cascades and
rills give the ‘wow’ factor to any garden.

92 Tea in the garden
Tips to transform your outdoor area into
the perfect place for afternoon tea.

106 Make a moveable raised bed
Watch your flowers grow while you relax
on this clever planter with a built-in seat.

Easy ideas
20 Fake the look

Why artificial grass can work in your plot.

28 Choosing garden storage
Super-smart storage solutions.

32 15 new ways to make your 
space summer ready
Get your garden set for lazy days in the sun.

50 Everything you need to 
know about climbing roses
How to choose, grow and train them.

64 Plant a butterfly corner
Discover how to attract these colourful
and pretty insects to your garden.

72
5 new ways to fall in love

with marigolds
Fresh ideas for these golden wonders.

14



Regulars6

112

6 Earthy pleasures
Top ideas for what to buy, make and do.

12 Blooming lovely
Plants and shrubs to buy now!

23 Summer in a simple bunch
Craft a long-lasting bouquet from
your favourite seasonal blooms.

30
 Upcycle with style

Make cheerful border message sticks.

49  Paws & whiskers 
Enjoying your garden with your pets.

 74
 What to do in your 

garden now
How to keep your plot looking good.

77
 Subscription ofer 

Get three issues of Modern Gardens
for just £5, and see page 118 for a gift.

105 “I’m in the garden”
Sian Mabberley shares her secrets.

122 Perennials ofer
Buy three for the price of two.

124 Exotic plants ofer
Money off brilliant blooms.

126 Garden notebook
All you need to know to get started.

130 Our garden crush
‘Must-have gardens’ we love.

87
 Baskets in bloom

Hanging baskets are a star attraction in
any summer garden, and they’re so easy
to keep!

 108
 The 10 best tips for 

summer garden loveliness 
How to keep your plot looking perfect
during warm and sunny weather.

Best buys
 40

 10 buys for an outdoor floor
Give your decking or patio an instant lift 
with a colourful outdoor rug.

42
 What’s your garden style?

Tips and tricks for a global-style space.

102
 Choosing a sail shade 

Cost-effective simple awnings that
provide summer shade in style.

Grow & eat
31

 Grow chocolate mints
Refreshing mint thins that take just
minutes to make.

56
 Summer rose cake

Taste the sunshine in this simple-to-make
sweet treat.

 112
 Gooseberries

Make drinks, tarts and ice cream with this 
deliciously sharp and easy-to-grow fruit.

SUBSCRIBE 
TODAY!

Turn to pages
77 and 118

ON THE COVER

@�The hostas seen in the main 
image on our cover, in the far right 
container, make an interesting and 
lush foliage alternative to flowers.   

92



DREAM PLANT GROW PICK MAKE BUY

rthy



 
 

 

J UN E 2 0 1 6 M O D E R N G A R D E N S 7

BUNCHES 
OF COLOUR
Add a shot of summer colour to your garden with 
cosmos, in eye-catching shades such as plum and 
dark pink. Young plants are available in garden 
centres now and are as happy in pots as borders. 
Once planted, they need watering daily. By early 
July, you’ll have a dazzling display.  Cut off the 
dead heads regularly, and they’ll keep going until 
October. A bunch in a simple vase look beautiful. 

She-shed
Turn your shed into a feature by
customising with outdoor paint. If you’re
short of time, these Brighton Garden 
Sheds are good. Pre-painted, they 
measure 214cm (7ft 3in) tall, 67.5cm 
(2ft 3in) wide and 65cm (2ft 2in) deep, 
and include shelves and a hanging bar. 
£249.95 www.cuckooland.com  
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INSTANT 

COLOUR

SIT COMFORTABLY

These bright garden cushions measure 50 x
50cm (20 x 20in), and 12cm (41/2in) deep. £30
each www.raggedrose.com

PEAS IN A POD

Emma Bridgewater’s Vegetable 
Garden plates are perfect for crisp 
salads. £39.95 for two  
www.emmabridgewater.co.uk 

COOL IT IN STYLE

Pop your favourite tipple in one of 
these portable mint green cooler bags. 
Available in store only at Tiger, £3

WE  

LOVE  

HESE!
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EATING AL FRESCO
We’ve all been waiting for warmer days when we can eat 
outside and at last they’re here. The new Porto range from www.
whitecompany.com brings an easy sense of style to the table. Bread
basket £25, Porto small heart plate £8, heart ramekin £10, heart
oven dish £20, large heart plate £18, napkins £25 for four, cutlery
set £95. To make grilled courgettes, slice a courgette, marinade in
lemon juice and olive oil for half an hour, then place on a high grill.
barbecue and cook until slightly charred. Delicious!

QUICK GROW
Push a Gro-
ables seed
pod into the 
ground, water, 
then pick 
tomatoes and
chillis by late 
summer
£1.99 from

www.miraclegro.com

WE  

LOVE  

HESE

SNIP SNAP
These large handled scissors are ideal 
for dead-heading the flowers in your 
hanging baskets, or cutting blooms 
for a vase. They cost £6 from www.
nordichouse.co.uk 

Is there anything prettier than glowing tealights hanging from a tree in 
the dusk on a warm evening? These thick glass lanterns look effective 
when hung in groups and odd numbers look best. Suspend from 
branches using thick twine or ribbon. £5.49 for a set of three. www.pipii.
co.uk Take care not to leave candles unattended. 

Twinkle lights  

COOL COOKING

 BBQs don’t have to be dull. 
This Jamie Oliver mini 
model costs £55 from 
www.debenhams.com
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EARTHY PLEASURES

TAME YOUR PLANTS

3

2

When borders begin to look wild and plants
spill over the garden path, tidy them by training
along an attractive metal support.
1 Tall mound support, £29.99
www.crocus.co.uk
2 Dome plant supports, £24.99 and £34.99
www.crocus.co.uk
3 Barrington large flared plant support, £44.95
www.thefarthing.co.uk

3 OF THE BEST
SUMMER SHOWS

Blenheim Palace Flower 
Show
17-19 June
Garden inspiration against a 
stunning backdrop. Garden 
and flower exhibitions, show  
gardens and lots of shopping. 
Where Blenheim Palace, 
Woodstock, Oxfordshire 
OX20 1PP  
www.blenheimpalace.com 

GROW London
24-26 June
A fresh mix of furniture, 
plants, flowers, sculptures 
and accessories. Tips from 
contemporary designers. 
Where Hampstead Heath, 
London NW3 1TH  
www.growlondon.com 

Woburn Abbey Garden 
Show
22-26 June
This show helps you 
transform your space with 
plants and garden buys.
Where Woburn Abbey 
and Gardens, Woburn, 
Bedfordshire MK17 9WA
www.woburnabbey.co.uk

PRESS UP!

A contemporary design for the
classic flower press. Great for simple
makes such as gift tags. £21.95 www.
clareloves.co.uk

OUT
& 

ABOUT

BOHO PRINT POTS

These modern floral Bloomfield pots
complement tropical style plants and boldly
shaped succulents.
£12-£20, www.anthropologie.co.uk

Ideal 
or fathers’ 

day

JOYFUL

BLOOMS
Jill Leman’s bright paintings in 
watercolour and acrylic perfectly 
capture the simple charm  
of our favourite summer garden 
flowers and fruits. 
£2.60 per card from  
www.dryredpress.com 
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A LITTLE  

OF WHAT  

YOU FANCY

GARDEN REFLECTIONS
Create an optical illusion with these clever outdoor m
1. Arch mirror £120 www.chandelierandmirrors.co.uk  
2. White shutter mirror £22.95 www.melodymaison.co.
3. Esschert’s garden church mirror £99.99 
www.wayfair.co.uk

@ Taken from
Mocktails,
Cordials, Infusions,
Syrups and More. 
(Dog ‘n’ Bone, 
£12.99)

HOW TO GROW HONEYSUCKLE

Who doesn’t love the scented waft of a 
honeysuckle plant on a summer’s evening? It’s 
an easy plant to grow, and will reach the top of a 
doorway in a year. In the autumn, the gorgeous 
peachy pink flowers with streaks of gold give 
way to shiny red berries. Plant in a spot which 
gets full or partial shade. Dig a hole slightly 
larger than the pot size, and add some multi-
purpose compost before you put the plant in. 
Press the soil firmly around the base and water 
with a full can. 

@�A honeysuckle plant costs £12.99 from  
www.thompson-morgan.com  

This rambling or climbing plant with its delicate, 
flushed blooms doesn’t just smell wonderful at 
this time of year, it tastes good too.
A hedgerow or wall covered in wild honeysuckle 
is a heady feast for the senses. The plant is 
equally sweet and tasty. It has the strongest 
scent at night, so try to harvest unopened and 
newly opened flowers during the evening or 
early morning to make this deliciously different 
and flavoured drink.

WHAT YOU NEED

@�8 large handfuls of unsprayed honeysuckle 

flowers, leaves and stems removed

@�2 cups (400g) caster sugar

@�Juice of half a lemon

WHAT TO DO

1. Place the honeysuckle flowers in a 
nonreactive bowl and cover with cold water, 
then leave to steep for 12 hours or at least 
overnight, at room temperature. Make sure the 
flowers are completely covered by the water.
2. Strain the mixture through a measuring cup, 
discarding the flowers. Pour the liquid into a 
non-reactive pan. Measure out the sugar and 
add to the pan. Bring to the boil and let it 
simmer for five minutes. 
3. Remove from the heat, let it cool, add the 
lemon juice, and funnel into sterilised bottles.

Honeysuckle 
syrup

3

2

1
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EARTHY PLEASURES
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Make your
plants pop
Add some bling to your summer flowers
with these gold leaf-tipped flower pots, here
planted up with pink ranunculus. They cost
£11.95 from www.miafleur.com

TIME TO 

UNWIND

BRING THE 

UTSIDE IN

INSTAGRAM 
INSPIRATION  
Freelance stylist Selena Lake is known for her 
modern take on vintage and floral style. Author 
of seven books, including newly published 
Botanical Style (£19.99, Ryland, Peters and 
Small) her instagram feed shows glimpses of her 
own home and fabulous garden. Find her  
@selenalake 

MICRO GARDEN
If you haven’t got much space outside, 
create a tiny green kingdom indoors with 
a terrarium. Choose succulents and cacti 
for an exotic, contemporary look and 
use gravel or sand to plant them in. This 
geometric hanging version costs £24.95 
from www.decoratorsnotebook.co.uk 

GROW A HERBAL TEA

The soothing properties of 
camomile tea are well known. 
Bakker’s kits come with 
everything you need to grow
your own relaxing brew, with
seeds, an attractive rustic pot,
ready prepared compost and
instructions. £8.95 from  
www.bakker.com 

LIGHT MY FIRE

This Wilderness fireball 
is a modern take on 
a fire pit. £949 www.
thefirepitcompany.co.uk
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Three climbers for summer colour

IN JUNE
Blooming lovely
Our pick of the most beautiful plants and shrubs to buy now! 

CLEMATIS

‘THE PRESIDENT’ 

The large blue-purple flowers of 
this climber appear from June 
to September. It’s a good size 
for covering a pergola or arch. 
Height 2.5m (8ft 2in)  
www.thompson-morgan.com

BLACK-EY

This annual vine has sunny 
yellow, clear orange or letterbox-
red flowers with a striking black 
central spot. Grow in a container 
trained up a wigwam of canes or 
obelisk. Height 2m (6ft 7in). 
www.spaldingbulb.co.uk

MORNIN

This annual climber produces 
flowers all summer until the frosts, 
for just one year. The trumpet-
shaped, neon-bright blue or 
purple blooms rise above 
heart-shaped leaves. Height 3m 
(9ft 8in)www.spaldingbulb.co.uk

ORIENTAL POPPY £11.99
The poppy’s silky petals add glamour to flower beds
in June. The flowers burst open to reveal ruffled 
petals that fall away within a few days, but a 
succession of blooms maintains the display. Cut 
down flowering stems once petals fall to encourage 
a second flush of flowers in late summer. This 
perennial returns year after year. Height 90cm (3ft) 
Spread 60cm (2ft) www.thompson-morgan.com 

£8.9
5

£13.
75£14.

99

3 EASY

PLANTS
for long-lasting

lowers

Prices given are for one plant, unless otherwise stated. 

A little  
bit of plant 

heaven

HARDY GERANIUM £4.50
A famous garden designer once said ‘if in doubt, 
plant a geranium’. That’s because they are easy to 
please, thrive in most situations and, with long-lasting 
flowers of mauve, pink or white, they’re guaranteed to 
perform all summer. Height 45cm (18in) Spread 
50cm (20in) www.gardens4you.co.uk 

PERENNIAL WALLFLOWER 

‘BOWLES MAUVE’ £15 for 3 
This plant produces a never-ending supply of 
flowers from early spring until the autumn and even 
into winter if the weather is mild. Plant it in the 
middle of the border where its tall flower spikes can 
add height and depth. Height 50cm (20in) 
Spread 45cm (18in) www.hayloft-plants.co.uk  

ROSE CAMPION 

£5.99 
The bright magenta-pink 
flowers of this plant, 
which will return year 
after year and re-seed 
itself, are even more striking for their 
contrast with the silvery-grey foliage. 
This free-flowering, sun-loving plant 
will thrive in dry, sandy soil. 
Height 60cm (2ft) Spread 45cm 
(18in) www.crocus.co.uk 
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GIVE IT A TRY

ZINGY PICK & MIX
You don’t have to stick to a rigid colour-theme when choosing 
plants. Be bold and mix things up with a selection of bright, 
contrasting blooms. As long as colours match each other in their 
intensity you can achieve this strikingly modern jewel-like mix. 
What are the plants? Airy and pretty orange geum mingles with 
delicate spires of blue bugloss. The deep pink ornamental thistles 
add dots of rich colour. They’re tall, but none will need staking. 
Where do they thrive? In both sun and partial shade. 
When will they flower? Bugloss from May to July, while geum and
thistles will keep flowering all summer if fading flowers are removed.
What do they cost? £46 will buy you three bugloss, three thistle
and six geum – an eye-catching combination.

BUGLOSS 

‘LODDON 

ROYALIST’ £18 for 3  
This variety has the 
deepest jewel-toned blue 
flowers. Height 1.2m (4ft)
Spread 45cm (18in)  
www.hayloft-plants.co.uk 

ORNAMENTAL 

THISTLE £6.99
This garden thistle isn’t spiky 
like its wild cousins. It’s a 
stylish, modern plant for any 
scheme. Height 1.2m (4ft) 
Spread 60cm (2ft)  
www.waitrosegarden.com 

GEUM £6.99 for 6
For a bright tangerine-orange 
flower, opt for a variety named 
Queen of Orange. Height 
50cm (20in) Spread 50cm 
(20in) www.jparkers.co.uk 
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WWW.HARRINGTONPORTER.COM

ARTIFICIAL BOX

BALLS in Creastone
pots look sleek placed on
Scottish pebbles.

3

ARTIFICIAL GRASS

saves time on maintenance.

4

SOLID FENCING

made from render board is
painted with Farrow & Ball
exterior paint in ‘Railings’.

1

BESPOKE INTEGRA

SEATING makes a
permanent relaxation spot.

2

EXTREME

Makeover

CHRISHARRINGTON created an outdoor cooking station
and plenty of places to chill in his small plot

“Nothing is what
it seems inmy

easy-care

14   M O D E R N  G A R D E N S   J U N E  2 0 1 6



READER GARDEN

²

TIME TO PLAY Relaxation is at the heart of Chris’ deceptively
simple-looking plot in Battersea, South London.

WALL TILES

in natural limestone
slabs were glued
to the wall to create
a tiled effect.

5

LOFTY ARRIVAL The garden’s centrepiece – a fully grown
olive tree, which cost a hefty £1500 – was craned into position as it
was too big to come through the house.

GRAND DESIGNS Chris designed his 5 x 6m (16 x 20ft) space
meticulously before getting the hard landscaping done, including
building a seating area, decking, a firepit and cooking station.

UNINSPIRING START When Chris moved in, the garden
consisted of a scruffy plot of grass with a falling down fence and
a haphazard mix of climbers and overgrown bushes.

JULY 2015

FEB 2015

DEC 2014

How we did it...

J U N E  2 0 1 6   M O D E R N  G A R D E N S   15
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LOCATION

“In my terraced 1930s flat in Battersea,
South London I wanted something very low
maintenance, which looks good all year, and
would be ideal for cooking and entertaining

outside,” says Chris.

THE LOOK

Modern, pared-back chic

SITE & SOIL

Size 5m x 6m long (16 x 20ft)
Faces South

Soil Planting loam

MYGARDEN
PLAN

OUR BUDGET

Artificial grass, sand, timber £1000

Olive tree and pots £1800

Rendered walls £750 Slabs £280

Tile detail £100 Trellis £2000

Awning and fittings £250

Blocks, sand and cement £500

Composite decking £1500

Firepit £2000 Smoker £1200

Mirror, chairs and box balls £585

Lighting £750 Paint £200

TOTAL £12,915

HOW LONG IT TOOK

Preparing/laying grass 16 hours

Tiling walls and steps 16 hours

Fitting awning 4 hours

Hard landscaping 240 hours

Building work 112 hours

Planting 8 hours Painting 16 hours

Lighting 8 hours

TOTAL 420 HOURS

That’s 

clever!

W
hen Chris Harrington first viewed
his home in 2013, there was little
to impress him in the garden.
“It was a small, overgrown patch

of grass with a falling-down fence and a few
overgrown shrubs. But it had French doors that
led out into the garden from the kitchen and, for
me, that was a great reason to buy the property,”
says Chris. “My aim was to create an outdoor
room, linked to the house.”
That’s exactly what he’s achieved, with

a chill-out zone that contains a built-in gas
firepit, separate smoker, and a comfortable,
permanently sited outdoor sofa and coffee
table where he can relax and socialise.

“I’ve spent many a night out there with friends
chatting by the firelight. Because of the warmth
of the flames, we can be out there in spring and
autumn as well as summer.”
The garden has been meticulously planned,

with a blend of sleek white rendered surfaces,
grey slabs and similarly toned pebbles, which
add texture. A large olive tree provides
a focal point behind the firepit, and sits at the
head of the small lawn.
“My style is very modern,” says Chris.

“Although I trained as a gardener and know
my plants – I run a busy garden design
company, called Harrington Porter – I knew,
realistically, I wouldn’t have time to look after
a garden. So almost all of the plants I have are
artificial, apart from the olive tree, one jasmine
plant and a climbing rose.”
Even the attractive grey decking is not made

from real wood – another feature chosen by
Chris to cut down on time-consuming
maintenance. “It’s made from artificial timber

“Myaimwas

tocreatean

outdoorroom”

A RECLAIMED 

DOOR in weathered 
wood was attached 
to the fence, creating 
a fake entrance. The 
rustic paintwork makes 
an effective contrast 
to the sleek lines and 
polished surfaces in the 
rest of the garden. 

Artificial box wood
balls ‘planted’ in pots

draw the eye.
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READER GARDEN

The vertical lines of the easy-care

decking link home and garden

THE GARDEN’S STRIKING FOCAL POINT is the large
olive tree in its white rendered planter. Chris feels his feature tree
was well worth the £1500 investment.

that doesn’t weather, move or change size, and
it doesn’t need oiling or sealing,” he says.

In addition, the lawn’s perfectly smooth green
surface is down to the fact that it’s also artificial.
“It’s so hard to keep a real lawn in good order,
especially as I have a dog, Rocco. Mowing always 
goes on the back burner, so I opted for something 
that wouldn’t need constant attention. It’s
pet-friendly and Rocco loves rolling on it. All
I do to keep it looking good is hose it down.”

NO MOWER REQUIRED!

The artificial lawn can
be hosed down to keep it
clean and debris free

COOKING OUTSIDE 
in the Big Green Egg
charcoal-based ceramic
cooker is a regular event
when friends pop round
to Chris’ garden.

Honey scented white 
star jasmine climbs the 

slatted fence.
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A TOUCH OF PRIVACY

A cream sail cloth awning adds
privacy to the overlooked garden

“I’mbigon

cookingoutside,

somysmoker

was anessential”

Chris started his garden renovations with
a clean slate, removing the shrubs and grass
lawn. The hard landscaping was carried out
next, creating the raised deck area, building the
steps, making the bespoke fire pit and the work
station, which contains a custom-built surface
for his prized Big Green Egg smoker (a modern
alternative to barbecuing), complete with log
store underneath. “I’m big on cooking outside,

so this was an essential.” Horizontal trellis was
added to the wall, and painted cream. “The
aim was to make a nice background for the
rose I planted, a creamy-white climbing variety
called ‘Madame Alfred Carrière’, and also the
white star jasmine.” On the other side of the
garden, Chris used render board to create a
solid fence, which showcases the row of three
box balls in their stone pots. White render was

also used on the rectangular planter for the
olive tree.

“The tree had to be lifted by a small crane
over the fence as it was too big to come
through the house. Luckily I’m at the end of
a row, so there is access from the street on the 
other side,” he says. Behind the tree, Chris
attached a sheet of plain glass mirror to
increase the sense of size and space. “The
mirror only cost about £100 but it makes a real 
difference,” he says. Directly behind the smoker, 
he added a giant ‘splashback’ using limestone-
clad paving slabs instead of tiles. “These were 

AN ILLUSION OF SPACE

has been created by the 
addition of a cleverly placed 
mirror behind the olive tree.
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A firepit is a magnet for friends and
lets you linger longer on cooler nights

3Smokers
for summer food
that’s full of �avour

Weber Smokey Mountain Cooker
£349.99

www.riversidegardencentre.co.uk

Big Green Egg £1200
www.biggreenegg.co.uk

Sandman Kentucky Smoker
£199.99 www.homebase.co.uk

A MIX OF LIGHTS

such as candles, lanterns,
hanging festoon and stake
lights are used to illuminate the
space and create an inviting
atmosphere. “Festoon lights
are cheap as chips, but look
fantastic,” says Chris.

glued on using a tile adhesive,” he explains.
“It wasn’t difficult, but it was precise and it took
about eight hours.”

The grass lawn was then laid. “You can do
it yourself but it’s best to use professionals,
as the joins between the lengths can be tricky
to get right,” says Chris. “I chose a mid-price
range short grass. I was even able to select the
exact shade that I wanted!”

A stylish white sail cloth awning over the
seating area adds privacy and shade. “The
garden is overlooked, so it made sense to have 
a screen. But it also helps to create a seductive
corner,” he says. “I bought the awning by mail 
order and fitted it myself. It wasn’t easy because
the fabric has to be attached so that it stays taut,
and it’s tricky to get that right, but I managed
with the help of a friend.”

The final touch was to have lighting installed.
“I switch it on even when I’m inside because it
makes the area look so inviting.” Chris opted for
built-in recessed lights in the steps on the deck,
and chose a string of festoon lights to adorn the

awning, plus three 35 watt spike lights, which are
sunk into the ground. He adds candles and
lanterns to add to the inviting glow. The flicker
of the firepit improves the atmosphere even
further. “Recently, I cooked a pork shoulder in
the smoker over 24 hours – low and slow
cooking as the Americans call it,” he says. “My
garden is a great place to socialise in spring,
summer and autumn. Friends stay chatting by
the fireside and no-one wants to leave!”
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the look
Fake

Is the GRASS GREENER ON THE

OTHER SIDE of the fence? If it is, your
neighbours may have gone artificial!

L
ow maintenance, looks good all year 
round and is suitable for pets – what’s
not to love about artificial grass?
For many years, it was the preserve of

bowling greens: bright green and very clearly 
not the real thing. But over the past five years
it’s become a popular choice for busy families
who want a lush lawn with minimum effort.

Chris Harrington, owner of our reader garden
(see page 14) and a garden designer himself,
says, “My space is small, but artificial grass
works just as well in a larger space. There are
so many choices available now, so you can
have it longer, or short and neat, and in a wide
variety of shades of green.”

Made from soft plastic that’s woven into a
recycled rubber backing, you can expect an 
artificial lawn to last about 15 years, although

some companies offer a longevity guarantee.
Designer Philip Woodburn of Fork Garden

Design (who created the garden on the right)
believes the rise in the popularity of artificial
grass is simple. “Most city gardens are too small
to maintain a healthy real lawn without lots of
weekly maintenance,” says Philip. “Our clients,
on the whole, are busy professionals who simply
don’t have the time to do this.”

A PRACTICAL OPTION
Artificial grass comes with pre-punched holes
to allow for drainage, meaning you’ll never have
a boggy lawn. It’s sold per square metre on a roll
in various sizes, rather like carpet is measured
and sold. Tom Heyes, from Great Grass, one
of the UK’s biggest suppliers of artificial grass,
explains, “Grass comes in different shades, from

It is possible to lay artificial lawn  
yourself, although, like carpet fitting,
it can be a tricky task. Garden
designers recommend getting expert 
help to ensure smooth joins and a
long-lasting surface. If you have
existing grass, this needs to be  
excavated by approximately three
inches before installation. “However, if
you want to cover some old concrete or
paving, it is simply a case of rolling the
grass out and securing it around the

edges with an outdoor adhesive,” says
Tom Heyes of Great Grass. “If you
have slippery decking to cover, we
recommend that you roll out the grass
and secure it using small galvanised
decking screws.”
@�For how-to tips, visit www.greatgrass.
co/how-to-install-artificial-grass
@�For more information on artificial
lawns visit Great Grass’ website, as above;
Artificial Lawn’s site at www.artificiallawn.
co.uk; or Tru Lawn at www.trulawn.co.uk

ARTIFICIAL CHIC

Philip designed this city garden, with an
artificial lawn as its centrepiece, framed by
contemporary seating.
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PHILIP WOODBURN
is a garden designer and
plantsman who founded 
Fork Garden Design  
(www.forkgardendesign.com). 

Philip has more than 130 garden projects 
under his belt, from small private courtyards 
to large-scale commercial gardens.



EASY IDEAS

How Philip’s 
plan took shape

@ The garden was badly paved with old
York stone and heavily overgrown, with
steep steps and a rotting deck making it
unsafe for his clients’ young son to play in.

@ By the end of day two the garden
had been completely cleared and the
ground dug out to the correct levels
ready for work to begin on the new
garden’s foundations.

@ One week into the build and new retaining
walls were taking shape and work had begun
on replacing the old boundary fence for a
new cedar screen. The York stone Philip
removed was re-used in another project.

BEFORE

DAY 2

DAY 7
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@ Simply use a hose and disinfectant 
once a week to wash down your artificial  
grass. This will help to keep  
it in tip-top condition. If you have a  
dog or cat, ensure any disinfectant  
you use is non-toxic and suitable for  
use with pets.
@�Brush the area weekly with a stiff  
yard brush to remove any stray soil  
and other debris. 
@�Although a brush works well on 
artificial grass, a pressure washer  
can also be used. This is faster and  
so will be advantageous if you’re  
short of time. 
@�Most varieties of artificial grass  
allow pet urine to drain away and  
helps to dry out poo, making it easier  
to remove. 

TIP Lightly brush your artiicial

lawn when it’s irst laid to allow the

sand used as inill to slowly bed in

REAL

VS

FAKE

CAN YOU SPOT THE DIFFERENCE? Fake grass (shown on the left) is available in
a variety of colours and lengths. Opt for a short, freshly mown look or a longer, softer style.
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EASY IDEAS

a light green to a darker olive green. It’s also 
available in various heights, from 2cm, which 
resembles a freshly cut lawn to anything up to 
40mm for a less formal look.”

Prices range from £13.99 per square metre  
for 20mm high grass to £27.99 for 36mm high.  
It’s UV and water resistant so it won’t become 
scorched in the summer or saturated in heavy 
rain. The company’s also developed Clever Yarn, 
a technique that keeps the grass springy by 
stitching grass strands into a latex backing. 

Of course, price will be a factor for anyone 
considering buying artificial grass. “The cheapest 
artificial grass is a very short, fine pile,” says Tom. 
“The most expensive grasses have thicker, more 

luxurious piles. These are very soft to the touch 
and great for people who like to lay on their lawn.” 

A small lawn of 6 x 6m (20 x 20ft) in 20mm 
grass will cost approximately £85, and the most 
expensive, using 40mm grass, about £160. 

When laying your lawn, spare a thought for 
the local wildlife. Wall to wall artificial grass isn’t 
good news for worms and insects that need 
to burrow, or for birds and hedgehogs which 
like to forage in grass, hedges and borders for 
food. So leave some space for a bee-friendly 
flower garden, a log pile (loved by stag and 
bark beetles) or a rock garden. These will attract 
specialised wildlife, such as mason bees, which 
are important pollinators.

FAKE APPEAL

Artificial grass gives a sharp edge 
to a lawn, providing clean, modern 
lines without the need to trim.

Keep it clean
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BUNCH
Summer in a simple

LUCY BELLAMY grows things, makes things and 
blogs about it. She’s full of practical, resourceful ideas 
inspired by her small Lincolnshire Wolds garden

Lucy
Twitter @lucy_bellamy

Hydrangea‘Annabelle’

and snapdragons

Peruvian lily - alstroemeria

OUTDOOR LIVING

S
ome of my favourite flowers are ready to 
pick for a relaxed-looking tied summer 
bouquet. A seasonal bunch of mix-and- 
match blooms that captures what’s 

happening outside. It’s a DIY posy of the best 
flowers in my garden that’ll last two weeks indoors.  

All kinds of flowers are suitable for cutting.
I’m including some florists’ favourites for their
long vase life, branches from the prettiest
flowering shrubs and a few more delicate
blooms. Popping outside with secateurs is an
easy way to find flowers that work well together.
You can pick and mix them as you go, trying
different flowers next to each other until you
find a combination that you’re happy with.
Always cut the stems as long as possible to give
you the most options when you arrange them,
and  trim back to a leaf or bud on the plant.
Lots of plants will produce even more flowers if
you pick them regularly. Cutting to a leaf joint
makes the plants release a chemical in the stems
that encourages extra blooms. The exception to
this is a Peruvian lily (alstroemeria) where you
should twist and pull off the whole stem.

I want my bunch to have a pretty palette 
of plums, whites and dusky pinks, and lots 
of repeating flowers and different shapes. 
Hydrangea ‘Annabelle’ has delicate white balls 
made up of tiny flowers. I’m matching it with pale 
snapdragon spires, two pink and one white, and 
a few stems of a raspberry-coloured Peruvian lily. 
This is a flower we’re used to seeing in shop-
bought bouquets because it lasts for ages when 
it’s cut. Mixing it up with freshly picked flowers 
brightens it up and gives it a vintage twist. 

Pick your flowers first thing in the morning or 
late in the evening when the temperature has 
cooled. Plunge them into a bucket of water as 
soon as you cut them and, if you can, leave the 
flowers somewhere cool and dry, like the shed, 
overnight. If you don’t have enough flowers in your 
garden, pop to the supermarket and buy some.
Prepare your flowers by gently pulling off any
leaves that would be below water level in
a jug or vase.
Choose a flower with a long, straight stalk and
hold it gently in one hand.

Add a second flower, crossing the stems so it’s
at a slight angle to the first flower.
Turn the bunch carefully in your hand and
keep adding the flowers, one by one. This
method gives a natural looking bouquet.
Vary the heights of the blooms as you add them, 
so those that would naturally grow taller are higher 
up and smaller, shorter flowers are lower down.
Keep adding flowers until you’re happy with 
the look of your bunch, then use twine to bind 
the stems together at the narrowest point where 
they cross. Wrap the twine around a few times 
so it holds the flowers firmly but doesn’t cut into 
the stems.
Use secateurs or snips to trim the ends of the
stalks so they are even, cutting at an angle to
help them absorb more water when in the vase.  

A fresh bouquet, wrapped and tiedwith ribbon, makes a lovely gift

Use secateurs or snips
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The Dove family have turned a strip of
neglected garden into a tranquil haven.

Reader
AKEOVER

CREATING

ADIVIDE

ANITAANDLORNEDOVE created
some quirky features in their narrow plot to
make a space to be enjoyed by all the family

“We gave our
gardenback its

rsonality”

W
hen Anita and Lorne Dove and
their girls Liberty, 14 and Maisy,
12, moved to their Victorian
mid-terrace in Horsham,

West Sussex, they described the garden as
being like Steptoe’s back garden. “It was full of
junk,” says Anita. “The greenhouse was falling
down, there were too many big plants, and there
was virtually no lawn because an ugly concrete
path cut the garden in half.”
The Doves decided the best policy would be

to clear the garden out completely and start
afresh. They love Victorian properties and
decided to build traditional brick walls inspired
by that era which would frame the garden.
Lorne, who is in the building trade, built the

walls himself with the help of his father-in-law.
Next, the family turned their attention to the
outhouse. They constructed it using reclaimed
bricks at the front, and used rendered concrete
blocks on the rest to save money, as these
would not be easily seen. The couple wanted
it to be partly a shed for garden equipment
and also a den for their daughters.
“The girls love it,” says Anita. “It gives us

flexible space and they can hang out with their
friends without being disturbed.”

EMBRACINGTHE SPACE

The garden is extremely long and narrow, so
the decision was made to divide it up into three
sections. These included a patio by the house,
a lawn bordered by plants and a second patio
by the outhouse, which they planned to be their
entertaining space. “We live near a park so we
don’t need too much lawn space,” explains
Anita. “But we do love socialising outside,

ABESPOKE BENCH

was made with ends
bought at a car boot
sale. Lorne painted them
and cut wooden slats to
turn them into a seat.

1
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LOCATION

“Our plan was to strip the garden
bare, creating two patio areas, a brick

outhouse and a curvy lawn bordered with
interesting plants,” says Lorne.

THE LOOK

Modern cottage style with rustic features.

SITE & SOIL

Size 27.5 x 6.1m (90 x 20ft)

Faces North

Soil Rich, natural soil

OUR BUDGET

Natural stone paving £1800

Bricks and concrete blocks £825 

Shingle £60

Railway sleepers £195 

Wood stain £56

Turf £90

Plants £2000

TOTAL £5026

HOW LONG IT TOOK

Clearing the garden 14 hours

Building the outhouse 40 hours

Laying the patios and path 28 hours

Installing the sleepers 8 hours

Laying the turf 10 hours

Planting 10 hours

TOTAL 110 HOURS

OURGARDEN

PLAN

The lawn area was marked out after getting rid of an ugly path and old greenhouse.
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PLANTING simple,
country-style plants,
such as lupins and
foxgloves, gives the
borders a pretty,
rambling look.

PAVING SLABS 
in natural stone were
chosen for their 
softer colour.

THE OUTHOUSE

was built using reclaimed
bricks for an authentic
period look. Every inch is
well utilised; even the roof
space is used for storage.

BEFORE
2

3

4
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“The garden
has changed
our lives”
so a large patio was more of a priority.” They 
wanted real stone, which would add character, 
and chose ethically sourced Marshalls Fairstone 
sandstone, from a local builder’s merchant.  
This has natural tonal variations, and each  
slab is a little different, so it looks less bland  
than concrete.

Lorne thought a figure of eight shaped  
lawn would be more interesting than a plain 
rectangle, so he marked this out with a path 

leading to and from it to create a focal point.
He used top quality turf to ensure a smart-
looking, long-lasting lawn. The remainder
of the garden evolved naturally once the hard
landscaping had been decided. The Doves had
already bought the bench and street lamp, so
these were placed part way up the garden, and
a wall created by sleepers became a decorative
solution to separating the patio from the
borders. These were sourced from a local
timber merchants, and painted in Sadolin classic
woodstain in a shade called Woodruff.

COUNTRY GARDEN PLANTING

The Doves knew they wanted simple country-
style plants, such as roses, foxgloves and lupins,
around the patio, but they had very little
knowledge of gardening. To help them, they

STYLISH LOG STORAGE 
was installed by the house for 
quick access on cold nights. 

ON DISPLAY 

As well as housing logs, 
the store provides an extra 
surface to pop plants on

PICK YOUR OWN

easy-care herbs and 
vegetables that fill a 
decorative border.

Dahlias are star summer performers 

in the garden and as
 cut flowers

A LADDER

for displaying 
plant pots  
cost just £15 
from a local 
country fair.
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LARGE BLOOMS

This clematis will flower 
enthusiastically all summer.THE DINING AREA

includes a gas barbecue,
because Anita and Lorne
love entertaining.

employed a garden designer to plan the layout
and choose varieties that would thrive in their
soil and in different positions in the garden.

“It was definitely worth it,” says Anita.
“The designer had some great ideas for
different areas of the garden, such as planting
climbing flowers, putting in some blackberries,
adding a grape vine and a pleached apple tree.”
(Pleaching means the tree is trained along a wall
and, price-wise, they start at about £200.)

The couple had always wanted to grow their
own vegetables, but didn’t have space for a
vegetable plot, so a decorative border near
the house was used for easy-care herbs, beans,
carrots, lettuce, courgettes and strawberries.
“It’s lovely to just step out of the house and
pick food for our dinner,” says Anita.

“The garden has changed our lives in many
ways,” says Anita. “It’s a really relaxing space
and we spend lots of time out here with our
family and friends.

“We take great pleasure in having so many
features that are unique to us in the garden.
It’s a space that’s gone from being bland to
very much ours.”

Anita concealed her unsightly bin in a wooden
tidy. From £120 for a single bin www.wayfair.co.uk

Anita and Lorne employed a garden
designer to help them choose the right
plants to suit their garden. If you plan
to do the same, contact the Society
of Garden Designers (www.sgd.org.
uk) whose members have a minimum
of three years’ experience. A designer
will produce tailor-made plans to
match your budget, so be clear about
what you can afford from the outset.
Charges vary, but a good designer will
provide a written estimate of the total
project before you agree to go ahead.
Garden designers will not actually build
your garden for you, but they may
have a network of professionals they
can call upon to carry out their plan.
If your project includes a lot of hard
landscaping, contact the Horticultural
Trades Association (www.the-hta.org.uk)
for a list of approved landscapers.

Design for life
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Declutter your garden with these
SUPER-STYLISHSOLUTIONS

GARDEN
STORAGE

The stylish Beehive Composter
turns a compost heap into
something special. It holds 328
litres of garden waste and comes 
in a natural wood finish. It can
be painted or even used as a
planter, as pictured here. £99

www.primrose.co.uk

Double up outdoor seating 
and storage with the Applaro 
lift-up storage bench, pictured 
here with wall panel, shelf and 
hooks. This complete unit 
measures W80cm x D44cm 
x H158cm. £83 www.ikea.com
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effect Green ‘Verdi’ storage box (£260,
www.debenhams.com). 

There is a wide choice of products available
in natural wood finishes, from log stores and
composters to wooden chests for housing
toys and outdoor games. Most are made from
affordable softwood, some of which will be
treated and come with a 10-year guarantee
against rot. Other units will need a water-based 
preservative applied yearly, such as Sadolin Quick 
Drying Wood Preservative (£32.95 for 2.5 litres). 
Check if your storage has been pre-treated 
before you buy. 

Ready-painted wood options include a 
wooden wheelie bin store from Homebase 
(£189.99, www.homebase.co.uk) in sage or grey. 
Or you can paint your storage to compliment 
your outdoor colour scheme with a wood-based 
paint such as Cuprinol Garden Shades (£28 for 
5 litres). Check for the FSC label to ensure the 
product is obtained from responsible sources. 
Expect to pay £60-£250 for wooden items.

If planning to build bespoke outdoor seating, 
add drawers underneath your seats or a 
camouflaged flap for instant access to otherwise 
dead space. Bear in mind that this type of 
storage is prone to damp, so it’s not suitable for 
stashing soft furnishings, for example.

SETTING UP 
Almost all garden storage will come flat-packed. 
For larger units you’re likely to need two people 
for assembly. Make sure you clear enough space 
in your garden to build it, as it’s preferable to 
set it up in the same spot that it will be situated, 
especially in the case of large, heavier units. 

Place it near a path, so you won’t get muddy 
feet when you’re walking to and fro. The area 
should be flat so that the storage doesn’t rock or 
topple over.

Be sure to apply any untreated wooden 
storage with a preservative immediately in  
order to protect it from the unpredictable  
British weather.

Y
ou want to sort out your garden but you 
don’t know what to do with that rusty 
barbecue lurking in the corner, or the 
leftover pile of winter logs. Take some tips 

from Anita and Lorne Dove’s well organised plot. 
There are many ways of disguising bulky or 

unattractive things in the garden, from bins to 
bikes. With a huge range of different shapes, 
materials and sizes to choose from, the trick 
is deciding on what is best for your needs 
and style. Durable and utilitarian or pretty but 
practical, such as wooden structures that can be 
painted to blend in with your garden. 

WHICH STORAGE TYPE? 
Before you start shopping, take time to think 
about all the outdoor items you’d like to store 
away. This will determine the size and shape of 
storage you need. Decide, too, where you’d like 
to locate it. Would you prefer to have it tucked
away down a side return, or incorporated into
the heart of your outdoor living area and made
into a feature? In small gardens or on balconies,
where every centimetre of space counts, you
could opt for multi-purpose storage with
seating that doubles up as somewhere to tidy
garden bits away. When choosing larger storage
units make sure that you have a firm, flat, level
base to situate them on.  For valuable items –
such as lawnmowers, bikes, pressure washers 
and power tools – look for storage with a strong 
lock or the option to fit a padlock. 

WHAT MATERIAL? 
If you want weather-resistant and maintenance-
free storage, opt for galvanised steel or
fade-resistant resin. Galvanised steel is ideal
for stowing away valuable items as the steel
construction makes them more secure. Steel
chests and stores typically cost from £100-£450.

For something less utilitarian, resin storage
comes in a range of wooden and rattan effects,
such as the Borneo rattan-effect box from B&Q
(£98, www.diy.com) or Debenhams’ wood-
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EASY IDEAS

This large easy-
opening Keter Store 
It Out Ultra Garden 
Storage Box, will fit 
four bicycles, or two 
wheelie bins. £249.99

ww.argos.co.uk

This Suncast wicker-effect
side table doubles up as
water resistant storage to
make the most of small
spaces. W47cm x D47cm
x H46cm. £98.99  

www.wayfair.co.uk

Lockable and made of
5mm thick galvanised
steel, the Storemore heavy
duty box has an easy-to-lift 
lid and internal ventilation. 
W80cm x D78cm x 
H70cm. £439.99  
www.greenfingers.com

The Pinnacle log store is
pressure treated, with a
15-year anti-rot guarantee.
Useful, low maintenance
and good to look at too. 
£140 www.wilko.com

6
BUYS TO A

TIDY GARDEN
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Upcycle with
OUTDOOR LIVING

YOU’LL NEED:
Spear & Jackson 

Razorsharp bypass 
secateurs £13 www.

homebase.co.uk 
Acrylic paints  £4.45 per 
paint wwwgreatart.co.uk

TOTAL: £17.45

Time taken: 30 minutes

Heather



EAT &
DRINK
HERBS

POTS OF PLEASURE
Keep mint by your back
door, ready to pick.

GROW AND EAT

AFTER-DINNER

MOREISH TREAT

WHAT YOU NEED

@ 50g dark chocolate

@ 12-15 fresh mint leaves (choose
small ones which are more tender)

@ Baking sheet

@ Baking parchment

WHAT TO DO

1 Line a baking sheet with the parchment.
2 Break the chocolate into pieces and
place in a heatproof bowl, over a pan
of boiling water (but not touching the
water) until the chocolate has melted.
3 Take a mint leaf by its stalk. Dip into the
chocolate and coat both sides.
Put it on the parchment-lined baking
sheet. Coat each leaf, placing on the tray
when it is done.
4 Freeze for 20 minutes. Serve
immediately. They are delicious with
chocolate-dipped strawberries to round
off an evening with friends.

...make thisGrow this... EASY
CARE!
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M
int is an easy plant to grow – in fact, it’s almost too enthusiastic and can take
over beds and borders with its quickly spreading roots. Buy a young plant
from a garden centre and put it into a large pot, at least 30cm (12 in) in
diameter to contain its growth. It needs to be placed in a spot which gets

some sun every day.
Mint is a perennial plant, so it comes back every year. Once it is established, it will
keep you supplied with edible leaves for years to come. Keep the compost moist with
regular watering of water every day in the summer. Pick the young leaves regularly, and
cut back any woody stems to encourage new ones to grow.
This herb comes in many different varieties, including ginger mint, apple mint and spearmint.

Enjoy with cofee after 
dinner or use to garnish 
ice cream or other
cold desserts 
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Grow your own 

CHOCOLATE MINTS
A sophisticated sweet treat to follow your barbecue, these 
REFRESHING MINT THINS take just minutes to make!
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Recycle 
your  

stuff !

SIMPLE IDEAS and TRICKS to get your
garden set for long, lazy days in the sun

GROUPYOURPOTS

Clustering pots together not
only looks more effective than
dotting them singly around
your deck or patio, it also
keeps them close for easier
watering. Pots need water
once a day in high summer,
so make the task as quick as
possible. Pots £10 from
www.hum-partnership.com

MAKEADECORATIVE EDGING

Give a new look to a border with tidy edging. Bricks add
style and are simple to install, laid on their sides at an
angle. Cement them in or bury half in soil and firm in.

Quick
&

easy!

1

2

SUMMER
READY
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EASY IDEAS

SIMPLE STYLE

  

P UP A TENT OR GAZEBO 
Style up these fun, temporary garden
shelters for a summer party or a gathering
with friends when you know the forecast
is bright and you need shade, or there’s
the risk of rain and you want to take cover.
Homebase stock white gazebos from as
little as £15 each.

ADD LIGHT

Slide these tiki torches into your garden borders and
they’ll double up both as bug busters and attractive
lights for your evening gatherings. These are made
from bamboo and metal, with a citronella candle inside,
which is a natural insect repellent. £4.99 per torch,
www.homebase.co.uk Never leave candles unattended.

INVEST IN A HOSE

After a hot day, give plants a 
thorough drenching with water in 
the evening. Aim at the base of the 
plants, not the leaves, as this will 
refresh the roots. Black Swan hose, 
£89.95 www.rockettstgeorge.co.uk

3

4

5



STRING UP

SOME BUNTING

One of the quickest ways
to add a party feeling to
your plot. 

PLAY OUTDOOR GAMES

Keep your guests and family entertained with
giant board games. A similar chess set in
plastic is £345 from www.ubergames.co.uk
Or try the Bex giant Jenga-style tower, £70, 
and croquet set £30 from www.johnlewis.com

QUICK MAKE

7
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TIP Make a triangle template fromcard and fold the fabric in half tomake two pennants in one go

TRANSFORM YOUR FLOWERPOTS

A plain pot takes on a new life with summery shells
and decorative details, ideal for displaying summer
plants such as perlargoniums (right). Spread
the surface with Polyfilla and press in shells or
seedheads before leaving to dry.

EASY IDEASCREATE A 

SITTING SPOT

Make a relaxation zone. 
or haven with a comfy 
chair,, your favourite 
pots - and a glass 
of something cool! 
Sweet smelling lillies (in 
foreground) will add 
fragrance to the area.

FRESHEN UP YOUR SHED

Wash the woodwork, clean the windows 
and brighten up the exterior with 
woodstain, or have a change and paint it a 
whole new colour using outdoor paint by 
Cuprinol, Wilko or Dulux Weathershield. 

Upcycle
your
pots

SO EASY

 

 

8

9

10



BUY SOME 

CUSHIONS

Give old garden 
furniture a fresh 
new look with 
cosy cushions. 
We like these 
Docking and 
Sheringham 
designs, from 
£42 www.
neptune.com

CREATE A FLY CURTAIN

Deter summer bugs from heading 
inside with a DIY curtain made from 
pretty cotton fabrics. Simply tear 
into strips, tie to a flexible curtain 
wire (£2 www.johnlewis.com) and fix 
above your door with picture hooks.

Done 
in  

30mins

CLEAN THE PATIO

Rid your seating area of algae and
moss with a pressure washer (£50-
£100). Or hire one. A mini model
suitable for a patio costs about
£40 for a weekend. www.hss.com 

CLEAN THE 

BARBECUE

Make sure your 
grill is sparkling 
before you start
to cook. We 
recommend 
Poundland’s 
Mighty Oven 
Cleaner Kit for 
just £1, which 
will soon make it 
shiny and ready 
to sizzle. 

Quick 
& 

easy!

12 13

14
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EASY IDEAS

SET UP A POTTING BENCH

Keep all your gardening bits and pieces in one place 
with a potting bench. Flowerpots and plant food, string 
and secateurs can all be stowed away. This bench is 
made from upcycling old palettes, but you can buy 
potting benches from Homebase, Garden Trading and 
DIY stores from as little as £20 for a basic one.

TIP Add decorative hooks to hang

tools from and keep them handy 

GOOD IDEA
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Sweet edible berries after lowering

£8
.95

PACKOF3
PLANTS ONLY

Plus p&p

EXCLUSIVE TO BAKKER.COM
Fuchsia

‘Juice



✁

Post to: Bakker Spalding Garden Co., P.O. Box 113, SPALDING, Lincolnshire, PE11 9WL

ORDER ONLINE:

www.spaldingbulb.co.uk/KG
Or call 0844 4811002* quoting code: KG

DELIVERING EXCELLENCE
FOR OVER 70 YEARS

WITH 70 YEARS EXPERIENCE OF SUPPLYING DIRECTLY TO THE
PUBLIC, WE ARE THE UK’S MAIL ORDER GARDEN SPECIALIST.

Bakker.com, P.O. Box 113, Spalding, Lincolnshire PE11 9WL.

Bakker.com, Company Registration 02366169, located at Four Seasons House, Enterprise Way, Pinchbeck, Spalding, PE11 3YR.
*Calls are £0.07p per minute, plus your phone company’s access charges.

£
TOTAL

ORDER

(We may supply alternative varieties and gifts where necessary)
ONLY ONE FREE GIFT PER ORDER

Plants will be despatched to you at the best time for planting.

Flowering Guarantee
All our bulbs or tubers come with

a full �owering guarantee

Name: Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms

Address:

Postcode: Tel/Mobile

Email:

KG
Your email address will not be passed onto other companies.
Please tick this box if you do not wish us to pass on your postal mailing
details to other companies who may have offers of interest to you.

Please note we are
unable to deliver to
the Channel Islands

Expiry date: Security code:
Last 3 digits 

on back of card

I enclose a cheque/PO made payable to Bakker  £
Credit or Debit cards will not 
be charged until your goods 
are ready to be despatched.

Please debit my Card No:

SUPPLY YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS

To be the �rst to receive information on our future price promotions

ORDER TODAY AND GET 
YOUR 5-IN-1 GARDEN TOOL

ABSOLUTELY FREE!

Fuchsia Arborescens
Censation® 'Juice Berry'

After �owering, this
attractive fuchsia will give
you edible blueberry-like
berries with a sweet taste.

An evergreen shrub that
will enjoy a sunny spot in
borders or on your patio.

Cat.No. Description Price Qty Total

Fuchsia Censation®

‘Juice Berry’
(pack of 3 plants, each supplied in a 7cm pot)

Compost
Shovel
**Only available with

plant order.

5-IN-1 GARDEN TOOL 1 FREE

Please add Post & Packaging £5.29

£8.95

4326-97

3952-27 £2.99

The perfect, compact,
durable 5-in-1 tool for
pruning, snipping, 
cutting and planting.

Censation ®

Berry’!

5-in-1Garden ToolWorth £19.00ABSOLUTELYFREE

**Only available with 
plant order.

EXTRA
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BEST BUYS
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1
 MAKE IT PORTABLE

This Lhasa rug in vibrant red and violet
brightens a night-time gathering or
packs into its handy carry bag for a
picnic. £49.95, www.cuckooland.com

2
 SET UP A STYLISH PATIO

Super chic on your patio or decking, this
Neil rug in black/beige is easy care too.
Just wash down with your garden hose.
£129.99, www.wayfair.co.uk

3
 KEEP IT NATURAL

Create a cool and classical look for 
your outdoor space with this Max rug. 
Durable and washable, it’s made with 
polyester fibre from recycled bottles. 
£70, www.dashandalberteurope.com

4
 INJECT SOME COLOUR

This Cancun reversible rug has turquoise 
and moss stripes one side and a different 
shade in the same palette on the other. 
It’s wipe clean and comes with a carry 
bag. £49.95, www.cuckooland.com

5
 TRY A MODERN LOOK 

Lightweight and easy-to-clean, the  
Geometric rug design contrasts well  
with plain seating for an on-trend look.   
£29, www.green-decore.com

6
 ADD EASTERN PROMISE

Comfy seating and Moroccan lamps
complement the Turkish design of the
Istanbul hand-woven indoor/outdoor
rug. £37, www.wayfair.co.uk

7
 CREATE SUMMER ZING

This Psychedelia yellow and white rug is
waterproof and resistant to fading so it
provides a long-lasting burst of outdoor
colour. £42, www.greenfingers.com

8
 GO GEOMETRIC

Give your balcony a contemporary look
with this geometric Manchester outdoor 
rug in grey and white. Add some bright
furniture for a cool colour contrast.
£49.95, www.cuckooland.com

9
 TRY SOME TEXTURE

Soften a stark outside space with this
Coco red outdoor rug. Its mottled,
knitted look will add some texture
and warmth in an instant. £43,  
www.dashandalberteurope.com

  10 OPT FOR BUDGET STYLE
Cheer up a tired seating area with the
water-resistant Sommar 2016 blue and
white rug. Its modern floral design adds
interest to your floor and is perfect
for those looking for value for money.
£7.50, www.ikea.com

4

6

10

9

5

7

8
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URBANCHIC

GLOBAL

Part

TwoWHAT’S YOUR   

COOL&CLASSIC MODERNCOUNTRY
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Our series explores four modern looks for your garden. Here we
suggest clever design, plant and accessory ideas to GO GLOBAL

BEST BUYS

PLANT THE LOOK

Big, bold leaves and adventurous 

planting in raised beds create this 

lush-looking garden 

GARDEN STYLE?

O
ur personalities are reflected in the
way we decorate the interior of our
houses. And it’s just the same in our
outside space.

You may appreciate minimal style, with a limited
colour palette and no clutter. Or perhaps you love
an exuberant burst of colour in your flowerbeds,
teamed with lots of accessories.
Whatever you plant and how you choose to
display it adds up to creating a design and look that
makes you feel at home in your space, a place to
relax and share with friends.
If you love long, hot days and late nights under the

stars you’ll love the glorious mash-up that is global
garden style. It’s an eclectic look with sharp shots
of vivid colour, bold plants with big leaves, natural
materials and dark-toned wood with accents of
glimmering copper and glowing bronze.

 

Tree fern

Clump-forming
bamboo
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PHOTO: ANTONIA SCHOFIELD GARDENING AND 

LANDSCAPING WWW.ANTONIASCHOFIELD.COM

A global garden is perfect for smaller spaces. Lush 
planting in raised beds against walls or fences, 
colourful accessories in zingy brights and natural 
materials makes the most of a tiny garden. A wall 
of plants in different shapes and sizes is a 

wonderful way to create privacy even  
in a space that is overlooked by 
neighbours and will absorb traffic noise 
from nearby roads creating a peaceful 
sanctuary in a busy spot. 
This style calls for a palette of natural 
materials. Choose simple stone slabs for 
paving. MKM Building Supplies 
(www.mkmbs.co.uk) offers precision cut 
sandstone paving, £133.05 for a 10m 
square pack. ‘Avant-Garde Colossus’ is a 
soft grey with a smooth finish. B&Q 
‘Wethervale’ (£170 for a 5m square area) is 

The plan
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GARDE   
furniture do
the exotic p
enjoyed ye

SHED SOME LIGHT
Brass effect hurrican lanterns
£25, bamboo lanterns from £40,
filigree candle holders from £60
www.johnlewis.com

also pale grey but it has an appealing textured
finish. Natural paving in a pale colour won’t
compete with your plants and it allows you to inject
your personality by adding bright accessories. It
also makes a great backdrop that lets the other
features shine.
Easy-care raised beds are the best way to create
green walls full of tropical-style plants. They lift
plants up higher so they tower above your head,
creating a leafy canopy. Rendered, and with a lick
of dark grey paint, the low retaining walls will
disappear into the background. Choose a colour
a few shades darker than your paving slabs in
a complementary tone. We like Sandtex masonry
paint in ‘Gravel Grey’ (£5.80 for 5l) from B&Q.
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The plants typically used in a global-style garden
need a little extra care. Plants like tree ferns, cannas
and banana plants can’t survive a cold, wet UK.
winter without being wrapped in fleece. But, you
can easily create a tropical look using frost-hardy
plants that will happily weather the winter cold.
Choose plants with big leaves in striking
architectural shapes and bright colour-pop flowers.
Place them cheek-by-jowl without big gaps in
between to create a lush, layered look. Using hardy
plants and packing them in closely together makes
looking after your garden easy. There’s less room
for weeds to pop up between the plants you’ve
chosen and because they are growing in a
restricted space they grow more slowly. You won’t

need to divide them, move them or cut them back.
Planting in raised bed is like planting in a large pot
so you will need to water your plants regularly,
especially during hot weather. How often and how
much depends on the depth of your soil, the plants
you have chosen and the weather. If you’re not sure
whether to water, push your hand into the soil to
see if it’s damp at a finger’s depth. If not, you should
add more. Plants with bigger leaves generally need
more water than smaller-leaved varieties.

tropical style

@Mix all sorts of shapes and sizes,
including plants with leaves as big as
paddles, round like dinner plates or with
long fronds
@ Choose feathery bamboo fringing
fences to absorb traffic noise and create
a living screen
@Use rich colours
@Create a living canopy or wall of
foliage and flowers
@ Pack plants together to echo the
density of wild planting.
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LOVE
this! 1 MONTBRETIA

Crocosmia ‘Lucifer’ is the common
name for this beauty, with its strappy
foliage and brilliant red flowers hangin
on arching stems. This is a brilliant pla
adding height as the flower stems stret
over a metre but don’t take up much s
the soil. Height 1m (3ft 3in) Spread 0.8m
(2ft 8in) £5.99www.crocus.com

2 AFRICAN LILY
Agapanthus africanusdazzles with big globes
of blue flowers on long straight stems.
Smaller varieties, which grow up to about
60cm (2ft) are brilliant in a pot. Height 0.6m
(2ft) Spread 0.45m (18in) £9.99
www.thompson-morgan.com

3 JAPANESE ARALIA
A tropical-looking shrub with big, waxy
palm-shaped leaves,Fatsia japonica
will survive cold temperatures. It’s evergreen
so it looks good all year round which is even
more important in a smaller garden.
Height and Spread 4m (13ft 1in), £14.99
www.thompson-morgan.com

4 GINGER LILY
Also known asHedychiumdensiflorum
this lily throws up spikes of tall and fragrant
orange flowers. Best in a sheltered spot or
in a pot to move into the porch in winter.
Height 1m (3ft 3in) Spread 0.6m (2ft) £9.99
www.vanmeuwen.com

5 CHUSAN PALM
Trachycarpus fortunei holds bright green fans
of pointed leaves at the top of a fibrous trunk.
It adds sheight and structure, and doesn’t
need winter protection.
Height 4m (13ft 1in) Spread 2m (6ft 7in)
£12www.hayloft-plants.co.uk

6 BLACK BAMBOO
With polished black canes and long thin
leaves, this bamboo won’t take over your
garden. Try planting three for an instant
green wall. that will create privacy and absorb
city noise. Height 5m (16ft
(9ft 10in) £15.99www.croc

Bold plants with big leaves in rich colours are key to global style. Use taller  
and shorter plants with strappy foliage in shades of green or big waxy leaves  
in layers to create an array of different shapes. Look for flowers that are bold 
and bright and which have saturated colours – brillant red, zingy orange or 

deep purple-blues. They’ll shine out among the foliage and catch the light  
and your attention on sunny days.  
A global garden is the perfect place to mix and match lots of different plants 
that you love for their eclectic wild style. 

Our global plant edit
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BEST BUYS



CREATE A JUNGLE CLEARING  
Woven chairs reflect the rough trunks
of the trees around them. Dobbies
Shrewsbury set, £599 
www.dobbies.com

PLAY WITH

LIGHT

Create a wall of 
plants which  
filters the 
sunshine

  
 

@�Choose rattan, wicker or wooden 
furniture that works well inside or out
@�Add piles of brightly coloured or  
palm leaf print cushions 
@�Dot Moroccan-style lanterns  
around filled with tea lights to create  
a flickering glow after dark
@�Plain concrete planters are a good 
choice for dramatically shaped plants. 



Tropical accents

BEST BUYS
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Global style is about relaxed living. Well chosen 
furniture and accessories will transform your 
outdoor space into an exotic sanctuary for easy, 
lazy days and late nights, making it the perfect 
place to  share with family and friends. 
Choose furniture in natural materials such as wicker, 
rattan, bamboo or scrubbed wood. Add a heap of 
colourful cushions, piled high for the ‘wow’ factor. 
Mix and match different fabrics and textures, using  
the bright colours of tropical flowers to inspire your 
choices. Think hot flamingo pinks, burnt orange 
and acid brights or an injection of lime with a zingy 
candle such as the kitsch pineapple citronella 
candle £8, Sainsbury’s. It will double as an insect 
repellent too. 
For a space that glows when the sun goes down, 

use tones of orange, amber and gold. Filigree
lanterns cast pretty shadows. Pick coloured glass 
tableware to reflect the light from flickering candles 
and lanterns.
Jungly foliage and rich shades work well with dark 
wood and the mid-century fabric and furniture 
style which is currently enjoying a revival.  The look 
is everywhere on the high street this season, with 
strong ranges from Debenhams, Sainsbury’s, Next 
and Dobbies.
Paint fences, benches and wooden storage in 
darker shades to work with the rich colour palette  
of global style. Cuprinol’s Urban Slate is a deep, 
velvety grey or opt for Dulux Weathershield’s 
range of purples and blue-blacks to highlight 
beautifully shaped leaves and rainforest greens.   

VISIT THE TROPICS 
Hot-coloured furnishings 
complement the look. This 
Tropical collection is at 
www.sainsburys.co.uk

ADD A POP OF COLOUR 
Create the look in an instant with this 
turquoise Persian barbecue range. 
Large bowl £25, placemats £8 for 2, 

plates, £5, www.johnlewis.com

USE RICH COLOURS A punched 
tealight holder glows at dusk. Capri 
bronze mesh round table £74.99, circle 
tray with tealight holder £14.99, statue 

£16.99, Ottoman tealight holder (not 
available online) £19.99 www.dobbies.com



Tel: 01778 341199 - Web: www.watergardening-direct.co.uk

Multi Coloured Light Sets
for Water Blades

Specialist Water Feature
Pumps

Water Blades for
wall installations
(15/30/45/60/75/120 or

150cm wide)

£449.99

From

£24.99

Free Standing Water Blade - 60cm wide
with fixing kit (pumps sold seperately)

From£56.99

Need some advice? Talk directly to one our advisors each with 25 years experience

Large Stock Quantities and Fast Delivery, FREE on orders over £50

ANNIESLAND GARDEN
& PET SUPPLIES

950A, 987, 1004 CROW ROAD, NORTH ANNIESLAND, GLASGOW. G13 1JD

TEL 0141-959 - 7050 email: annieslandgardencentre@gmail.com

OPEN 7 DAYS VISIT US ON FACEBOOK

� Trees � Shrubs � Roses � Alpines
� Herbaceous plants � Herbs

� Grasses � Seasonal bedding plants
� Hanging baskets � Fruit trees

� Vegetable plants � Garden sundries                                             
� Ceramic planters � Composts �

Everything you need to start a beautiful garden
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PAWS& WHISKERS...
...FINS AND FEATHERS. Whatever your pet,
here’s how to enjoy your garden with them

HIP HOME Sparrows, great tits and 

nuthatches will feel snug in this beach 

hut home with Brighton prom paint 

finish £19.95 www.houseofbath.co.uk

YOUR PETS

Help keep pets safe in the garden by using environmentally
friendly slug and snail repellents. Winding copper tape around
your plant pots will repel them. Try using Dof Slug and Snail
Copper Tape, 4m £2.99 www.homebase.co.uk

Pet-safe slug buster

This is Marble, an 11-year-
old tortoiseshell cat from 
Peterborough. Marble lives 
with owner Jayne Godfrey and 
another cat called Turkish. Her 
favourite pastime is waking up her 
family by playing with a rolled up 
crisp packet in the early hours of 
the morning! 
@ Tweet a picture of your pet 
in a pot @Modern_Gardens

Pet in a pot

1. Cool retreat Give toads and frogs a refreshing place
for a siesta in this frost-resistant tagine-style house
£18.99 www.birdsandbees.co.uk
2. Top dog Smarten up your pooch with this cotton
Courtly Check Pet Scarf £36 www.amara.com
3. Thirst quenching Keep your pet hydrated during the
warmer weather with this stainless steel filtered water
fountain with rings to adjust flow. £63.23 www.petsafe.net

Treat your pet
2

1

3

We  
LOVE  
this!

While you enjoy a spot of gardening, your pet 
will enjoy mucking around with these fun toys.

Time to play

FRUITY FUN

These fruit and veg soft dog toys 
come with a treat recipe to make. 
From £6.95 www.rockabone.co.uk

PLAY TUNNEL

Great for play and sleep, your 
rabbit will enjoy nibbling this natural 
Rosewood Hyacinth Tunnel. Available 
in small, medium or large, from £5.99 
www.waitrosepet.co.uk

BOREDOM BREAKER

Guinea pigs and rabbits will love a feeding 
game with the Rosewood Maze-A-Log Treat 
Challenge. £4.49 www.petplanet.co.uk
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3English roses that lower all summer
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F
ull of grace and beauty, a climbing 
rose is the queen of midsummer. 
With petal-packed blooms full of
scent, they bring the romance of the 

country into the heart of the city or town.
Next to a door, up a wall, over an arch or
around a post, a climbing rose won’t grow too
big and will flower all summer long. 

The fragrance of a climbing English rose
is the scent of summer, from gently floral to
sweetly fruity, with notes of vanilla, honey and
clove or hints of bright citrus and spice. Plant
one next to a door or an open window and on
warmer days the heady scent will drift inside
and fill your house.

Different roses have different scents.
The pale pink and white flowers of Rose
‘Madame Alfred Carrière’ have an apple and
tea fragrance. Rose ‘Lady Emma Hamilton’
has a fruity scent, like pears and lemons.
Fragrance can be romantic and musky, like
Rose ‘Constance Spry’, or aromatic and spicy
like ‘Saint Swithun’. Many red roses have a
traditional, nostalgic ‘old rose’ scent.

Climbing roses grow stiff stems that create
a permanent woody framework from which
new flowering shoots grow. You can train a
climbing rose against a wall or fence using
trellis or wires, tying the stems in with twine.
Unlike a rambling rose, which has very long
stems and needs a lot of space, a climbing
rose is suitable for a smaller garden.

In June, you can buy roses growing in pots
ready to plant out. Roses bought now may
be in flower, so it’s a good opportunity to
see the flowers, test the scent and choose
a favourite. You can plant them in the
soil now and they will keep growing and
producing flowers. Climbing roses will have a
steady stream of flowers all summer and on
into the autumn.

EVERYTHING YOU NEED
TO KNOW ABOUT…

Climbing
roses

USE SUBTLE SHADES

Palest pink Rose ‘Eden’
contrasts with the soft willow
green window paint.

ROSA ‘CROWN PRINCESS 

MARGARETA’

Fragrant apricot blooms. £21.50 
www.davidaustinroses.co.uk

ROSA ‘GRAHAM THOMAS’

Rich yellow with a fresh fragrance 
and a hint of violets. £21.50  
www.davidaustinroses.co.uk

ROSA ‘THE GENEROUS 

GARDENER’

Petal-packed pink flowers. £21.99 
www.wyevalegardencentres.co.uk



 
 

 

   

EASY IDEAS

PLANT AN ARCH

This simple, modern rose arch  
from Bakker Spalding Garden 
Company measures 240 x 140cm 
(7ft 10in x 4ft 7in) £16.95

www.bakker.com

FRAME A

VIEW

An arch should 
always lead  
the eye to a  

l point
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How to train roses over an arch

Plants
that love 
growing 
with roses
HONEYSUCKLE

Honeysuckle is strongly scented
and flowers from early summer,
only Dutch honeysuckle flowers
later, from July through to
October. It produces delicate
blooms which contrast with the
larger rose heads.

CLEMATIS

Clematis flower in myriad colours
so it’s easy to find one that’s the
perfect shade to complement
your rose. The strong colour
combination (right) is a vibrantly
modern-looking partnership.

GRAPEVINE

Changes in climate mean that
growing grapes in the UK,
especially in the south, has a
good chance of success. Vines
are not too fussy about the soil
they are in as long as it drains
well. In a sunny spot, they can
clamber over a pergola to
provide shade and, here, the
large leaves provide a perfect
backdrop for rose ‘Red Facade’.
But you’ll have to wait until
September to eat those grapes.

@ Choose your arch – wood for a rustic 
look, metal for sleek style. It should be
sturdy enough to support the plants
and high enough to walk under once it’s
smothered with roses and the legs are
sunk 30cm (1ft) into the soil.
@ Stand the arch on the soil in a sunny
spot and mark the position of the feet.
@ Lift it out of the way while you dig the
holes, digging one each side of the arch.
Make the planting holes twice as wide and
deep as the rose’s ball of roots. The holes
need to be next to where the arch will
stand, on the outside of the legs.
@ Plant each rose to the same depth in

the soil as it was in its pot. Look for a
tell-tale soil mark at the bottom of the
stems, just above the root. Carefully
backfill with soil around the roots.
@ Lift the arch into position.
@ Drench the soil around the roots with
a full can of water.
@ Tie the stems to the lower part of the
frame, gently angling them horizontally.
This makes the rose produce side shoots,
which produce the flowers.
@ Keep tying in new stems horizontally
as the rose grows.
@ Expect your roses to meet at the top
of the arch within three years.
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        MAKE IT!

ROSE ESSENCE
Add to cakes and yogurts 
for a delicate rose lavour
WHAT YOU WILL NEED

@ Petals from 12 roses

@ 1 litre of water@ Ice cubes

@ Saucepan with lid with no holes

WHAT TO DO

1 Pick 12 newly-opened roses, early
morning when their scent is strongest.
2 Pull off the petals and place in pan.
3 Pour the water over the petals, filling
the pan halfway. Float a small bowl on
top, then put the pan lid on upside down. 
4 Bring to the boil and simmer gently. 
When the water condenses on the 
underside of the lid, add a few ice cubes 
to encourage more condensation. Use a
paper towel to soak up melted ice.
4 After an hour your bowl will be full of
rose-flavoured liquid. Lift out the bowl
and let the liquid cool. Transfer to a
sterilised bottle and store in the fridge
until needed. It should keep for a week.

@ From Petal, Leaf and Seed by Lia
Leendertz; Kyle Books, £16.99

TIP Along with sunshine,

 roses like plenty of water,

 so give them a good  

 soak if the soil is dry

EASY IDEAS

CONSIDER COL

Mauve-pink rose flowers look striking
among their glossy green leaves. Look for
‘Twice in a Blue Moon’, ‘Purple Skyliner’
and this ‘Madame Isaac Péreire’.
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EASY IDEAS

Climbing roses should be planted in the
soil 40-50cm (16-20in) away from house
walls so the roots get watered in the
rain. Soil in the shadow of a wall tends to 
be dry. Dig a hole that’s big enough to 
easily accommodate the rose’s root ball. 
Most climbing roses are ‘grafted’ which 
means they have a knobbly bit at the 
base of the plant where the roots and 
stems are fused together and this should 
be kept above soil level. 

Stand the plant in the hole at an angle 
so the stems point towards the house. 
Refill around the root ball with soil and 
gently firm it in. Give the soil a good 
soaking with a full can of water. 

If your door is flanked by steps or a
path, plant the climbing rose in a large
pot, at least 45 x 45cm (18in) as rose
roots like lots of room. Fill it with John
Innes no.3 compost. The nutrients in
the compost will be used up in the first
year of growth, so you’ll need to add
plant food the following spring.

Fix trellis, tall enough to reach the top
of the door, on to the wall, ready to tie
in the rose as it grows. If you plant  
now, you’ll have new growth and 
flowers this year but it’ll take two to 
three years for the rose to reach the 
top, depending on the particular rose,
soil and weather. 

HOW TO PLANT A ROSE AROUND 

THE FRONT DOOR

FOLLOW THE CURVE 

Echoing the shape of the door 
creates a sense of harmony 
between home and garden.

GROW A WELCOME 

Use a scented climber 
next to the door and the 
fragrance will float into the 
house on warm days.



Discover simple 
ways to enhance 
ur health, nourish 
your body with 
ealing meals and 
k radiant with the 
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uty advice – every 
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Subscribe to Top Santé in print, digital or both.
Visit greatmagazines.co.uk/ts for the latest money-saving deals.

SUBSCRIBE TO
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W
hen eating this pretty cake its 
subtle flavour of roses transports 
you outdoors on a summer’s day. 
Pick the freshest, most perfect 

rose flowers to decorate it with. Here, sprigs of 
lemon thyme adorn the edge. Although edible, 
it is best used in cooked dishes. 

YOU WILL NEED

FOR ROSE SYRUP: 

@�150g caster sugar @�150ml water

@�10 rose flowers

 

FOR CAKE

@�6 eggs @�180g caster sugar

@�180g plain flour @�90g unsalted butter

@�4 tbsp rose syrup

 

FOR BUTTERCREAM

@�360g icing sugar @�100g unsalted butter

@�7 tbsp rose syrup @�Red/pink food  

colouring (optional)

 

FOR DECORATION

@�Rose flowers or petals

@�Sprigs of fragrant foliage (such as lemon 

thyme or lavender flowers)

WHAT TO DO

1 Heat the oven to 180°C. 
2 Whisk the eggs and sugar together until 
trickling the mixture over the surface leaves a trail, 
and the mixture has doubled or tripled in volume. 
3 Sift and fold in half the flour. Repeat. 
4 Gradually fold the butter into the batter.  
5 Divide between two 20cm base-lined tins.
6 Bake for 25-30 minutes until golden and
springy to the touch. 
7 Turn onto a wire rack but leave the tins over
the sponges for 10 minutes before removing.
8 Once cool, drizzle each sponge with 2 tbsp of 
rose syrup.

FOR THE SYRUP
1 Heat the sugar and water gently in a saucepan 
to dissolve the sugar. 
2 Bring to the boil and simmer for 5 minutes.
3 Take off the heat, add flowers and coat in the 
syrup. Cover and leave to infuse and cool for 
30+ minutes. 

FOR THE BUTTERCREAM 
1 Sift the icing sugar into a bowl, add the butter. 
2 Beat together on a slow speed. Trickle in the 
rose syrup and a few drops of colouring. 
3 Beat fast for 5-10 minutes until fluffy.
4 Use a third of the buttercream to sandwich 
the sponges; cover the cake with the rest. 
 
@�Taken from Grow Your Own Cake by Holly 
Farrell. Photo by Jason Ingram (Frances Lincoln, 
£16.99)

SUMMER  
ROSE CAKE
Every SUBTLY SWEET mouthful is a 
taste of sunshine in this simple-to-make cake 

Done in   

50 
minutes



DAVID AUSTIN
®

David C.H. Austin

Beautiful, fragrant summer blooms

David Austin’s English Roses combine exceptional beauty and delicious fragrances with
outstanding health, reliability and vigour. Flowering in flushes throughout the summer, they

will transform your garden whether planted in a traditional rose border, a large container or in
a mixed cottage garden style planting. For help selecting your roses, contact our rose experts.

Visit: www.davidaustinroses.com Call: 01902 376300

We’re offering readers of Modern Gardens 15% OFF every time you order with us before
July 31st 2016, quoting code AR3

Princess Alexandra of Kent
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S
itting outside on a warm evening,
surrounded by twinkling lights and the
scent of plants whose fragrance
becomes sweeter as darkness falls, is

one of the pleasures of summer. This is easiest
to achieve if you focus on a corner of your
garden which you can dress with glowing fairy
lights fixed to trees and bushes. Or position
lanterns or uplighters to make the most of a
patio or deck. It’s never been easier or more cost
effective to make an attractive area to share
evenings socialising with friends and family. “It’s
possible to light your outdoor space all year
round,” says Jo Naughton of lighting company
Lights4fun which created the fairy light tree,
pictured right. “Many lights are weatherproof
and waterproof. So, if it rains, or you want to
keep them up for a while, they’re safe.”

LIGHT UP YOUR SPACE

To dress a large tree like the one in the photo, Jo
recommends taking a ball of string and 
wrapping it round the tree to find out what
length of fairy lights you will need. “If you have a
tree with a big trunk, leave some width between
the strands to appreciate the beauty of the
natural texture,” says Jo. Clear cable lights in
eight-metre lengths were used here, with 80
bulbs on each length. These lights are run from
the mains (240V), using a 240V transformer
plugged into an electrical socket (this steps
down the output of electricity, reducing the
likelihood of shocks). “But if you don’t have
a power supply, or don’t want to bother with
troublesome wires, there are similar 
products with a solar panel or with a battery
pack,” says Jo. Pull the lights taut around the
trunk so they stay in place without the need
for hooks or nails. 

Create a softly lit patio or deck illuminated with a
subtle wash of light or glistening with trails of fairy

lights. Here’s how to create an ATTRACTIVE

CORNER of your garden when the sun goes down

WHICH TYPE

OF LIGHTS

SHOULD I BUY?
BATTERYOPERATED

Most battery fairy lights use either two or
three AA batteries to light up 40 LED
lights comfortably. You don’t get the
same brightness from battery-operated
lights as you would from those which are
powered by mains electricity, but they are
hassle free to install and very safe to use.

SOLARPOWERED

These are best used during spring and
summer, when the sun is likely to shine for
a longer time. To get the best brightness
from solar lights, you need to give them
at least eight hours charge, and they will
not do this effectively if it’s a cloudy day.
Make sure that you keep your solar panel
clean by wiping it over regularly with a
damp cloth. If the panel is dirty, it will
affect the efficiency of the charge.

MAINSPOWERED

Best for brightness, but if you do go for
this option you need to do a bit of
homework beforehand. Plan where you’re
going to plug in the lights, and how far
that is from the display. You will need
cables and connectors suitable for
outdoor use. Choose low voltage (24v)
mains electricity lights which are safe for
using around children and pets.

For an effective display, vary the size of the
lights. The fairy light tree combines hanging
mason jars, floor-standing battery-operated
candle lanterns, and four larger round solar
lanterns, which hang from the tree and filter light
through the white shades. This lights the garden
from below and above, adding to the ambience.

LEAFLANTERN

Handmade from
plant fibre, come

with tealight
£16.50 www.

madebyhandonline.
com

GARLAND

Waterproof, 10
LED lights £85

www.outthere
interiors.com

GARDEN
In the Nig
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WHAT

ARE LED BULBS?

All solar-powered lights, as 
well as many low-voltage mains 
lights, use light-emitting diodes 

(LEDs) instead of standard bulbs. 
These are cheaper to run and 

have better electrical eiciency 
than other types of bulb, 

making them the  
best choice.

WRAP AROUND TREES 

Keeping the string of lights
taut will be enough to hold

them in place wit  ures

1Lunar fairy light lanterns £24.99 2WhiteMiami solar lanterns £22.99
3Padstow solar lantern set £23.99 4Warmwhite fairy lights £19.99
5FireflyMason jar fairy light cluster £14.99 6Oslo battery candle lanterns
£9.99 7PortQuin outdoor battery pillar candle £8.99 8PortQuin outdoor
battery pillar candle £9.99. All available fromwww.lights4fun.co.uk

1

2

5

4

3

 ALL LIGHTING PRODUCTS FEATURED IN THIS PICTURE ARE AVAILABLE EXCLUSIVELY FROM WWW.LIGHTS4FUN.CO.UK
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Getting the be tin und your seating
area is just as im ant minating your
home, but it’s often regarded as an afterthought
– or not considered at all. A few simple rules can
make the difference between a harsh, dazzling
glare and a soft, subtle wash that maximises your
garden’s best features for an atmospheric
night-time landscape.

HOW TO LIGHT

A little light goes a long way in an after-hours
garden. James Parnham, of lighting company
12vgardenlights.com says: “Subtlety is key –
you don’t want your patio to look like a car park!
Unless you are installing lighting specifically
for safety reasons, it’s best to aim for a wash
of light directed from left to right across your
patio rather than a few harsh floodlights.”

To avoid overly stark beams, the first rule is to
opt for low-strength lighting, 0.5w to 1w LEDs
and certainly no more than 3w. A number of lights
should be used to create the soft glow rather than
one powerful source.

“Recessed lights can work well but, for best
effect, place them around the edges of the patio,
against walls and planters. Be careful with
uplighters as you can end up with them pointing
upwards and lighting up the sky, rather than your
garden, which is a waste. Put them near walls and
features to gain shadow effect,” says James.

WHERE TO LIGHT

To produce more dramatic and creative results, use
different types of light fittings to add variety. Post
lights are ideal for setting out borders or adding
perspective and depth to a garden. Place them

around patios at regular intervals to mark out the
area with a soft emphasis. “Consider lighting
planters separately in addition to your typical patio
lights. Put a spotlight in a ground spike inside a
pot,” suggests James. You will get the best effect
with architectural, tropical plants with big striking
leaves, such as the ones in our feature on global
style (see page 42).

It’s common to see recessed lights placed in
steps, but uplighters at the top of the steps tend to
temporarily blind anyone looking down. Lights
placed in the riser part of a step may also dazzle.
Angling patio lights towards your normal viewing
position is another common mistake.

Installing low voltage lights (like those pictured)
is straightforward for an experienced DIY-er,
otherwise get a qualified electrician or experienced
landscape gardener or handyman to do it for you.

EXPERT EYE

James Parnham’s company
12vgardenlights.com designed
this scheme which transforms the
patio area with subtle washes of
light.www.12vgardenlights.com

Illuminated
steps are safer

Post lights
reate inviting
glowing pools

Uplighters
give trees
a glow

Lighting a patio or deck for atmospheric evenings
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PROJECTS

Techmar Deimos aluminium 12v 1w warm
white LED wall light £17.05

Techmar Rumex glass and aluminium 12v
1.5w warm white LED post light £51

Techmar Linum polypropylene 12v 2w
warm white LED post light. £15.15

Techmar Brevus stainless steel 12v 1w white
LED deck light £19.04

LED garden&patio lights

OVER THE PAGE, SCENTEDNIGHT-TIME PLANTS

GET THE
LOOK

TIP Varied lights create

diferent efects

More top
lighting tips
@ Ensure that you don’t place planters in
front of lights, as this wiill mask the beams
rather than highlighting features.
@ Adjustable deck lights add extra
flexibility. You can angle them to suit your
requirements and to avoid glare.
@ Buy lighting fittings from a company
that offers advice on lighting design. Good
customer support makes all the difference
when planning and fitting out your space.
@ Keep your lights clean to ensure that
you get the best from them.

Lighting at
different levels
creates
atmosphere. 
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Spotlights
accentuate a
slender tree

All these lights are available from www.12vgardenlights.com 
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As dusk falls it’s time for night-scented plants to
earn their keep, releasing fragrances that not only
insects will enjoy but we will too. This quartet of
sweet-smelling flowers provide an aromatic treat.

  1  SWEET ROCKET
The clue is in the common name of this plant, with
its clusters of strongly scented flowers which have a
retro, cottage garden look.  
Height 80cm (31in) Spread 50cm (20in). £7.99
www.suttons.co.uk 

2 PINK EVENING

PRIMROSE
In the day, enjoy big pink flowers with papery
petals, which are good for growing in clumps by the
edge of a path. The buds pop to release their scent.
Height 1.5m (4ft 11in) Spread 50cm (20in). Three
plants £9.45www.bakker.com

3  WHITE CAMPION
These little white flowers with heart-shaped petals

have a slight, delicate scent in the evening.
Height 50cm (20in) Spread 50cm (20in). Four
plants £15.95www.treesbypost.co.uk

  4  NIGHT-SCENTED 

STOCK
For a small plant, these really pack a punch with a 
warm, honey scent that’s very noticeable when the 
sun has gone down. They have red-backed white 
flowers with a notched petal. Height 25cm (10in) 
Spread 60cm (24in) £5.99 www.crocus.com

4

MOTH 

MAGNETS 
Evening scented plants are 
mostly pollinated by moths, 

which feed on the energy-rich 
nectar inside the flowers. By 

attracting moths, and so their 
caterpillars, you’re also helping 

to provide food for birds, 
bats, insects and frogs. 

P
H

O
T

O
S

: 
A

L
A

M
Y

, 
G

E
T

T
Y

4 plants to scent summer evenings



J UN E 2 0 1 6 M O D E R N G A R D E N S 63

1 2

3

Bring the perfume of a warm, balmy evening into your house with this simple 
planting idea. Fill your pot, put it in place... and take a deep breath

Create a
NIGHT-SCENTED POT
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C
olourful butterflies are
the icing on the cake
of a summer garden.
Alighting on bright,

fragrant flowers, they stop to drink
the energy-rich nectar and help
pollinate the plant. These beautiful
insects are on the decline. Do your
bit for nature by planting a corner
with the flowers they love. You’ll be
surprised how many butterflies you
can attract. The plants shown in our
picture thrive in the sun.

For

under

£33

Plant list

2 X BUDDLEIA ‘BUZZ IVORY’ 

£15.98 

Known as the butterfly bush, it will be a-flutter 
with wings in July and August. This dwarf one 
won’t take over your garden. Height and Spread 
120cm (48in) www.thompson-morgan.com 

3 X THYME £4.95

This low growing herb creates mats of leaves 
topped by purple flowers in summer. 
Fragrant leaves and flowers are a delight for 
butterflies. Height and Spread 25cm (10in) 
www.marshalls-seeds.co.uk 

3 X CONEFLOWER £11.98 

Open daisy-like flowers are perfect pollinators 
because their pollen and nectar is easy for insects 
to reach. Also known as echinacea, this bright 
bloom adds a warm glow to the scheme. Height 
1.5m (5ft) Spread 50cm (20in) www.crocus.co.uk

Plant a

BUTTERFLY
CORNER 
Every month we give you easy
ideas for creating a special
corner in your garden
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EASY IDEAS

Best for
SUNNY

SPOTS

Easy
SHADE

OVERS
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3 X JACOB’S LADDER £6.99 each

This delicate plant has rows of parallel leaves like a 
ladder and soft blue flowers. It’s happiest in partial 
shade, where butterflies will find it a welcome 
pit-stop. Height 75cm (30in) Spread 30cm (1ft)  
www.waitrosegarden.com 

2 X DEAD NETTLE £7.99 each

This delicate plant may look like a nettle but it has 
no sting. It covers the ground, even in tricky dry 
shade. In summer, dainty white, pink or purple 
flowers attract butterflies. Height 40cm (16in) 
Spread 40cm (16in) www.thompson-morgan.com 

3 X GEUM £7.99 each

Bright flowers on airy stems work well in any 
planting scheme, but stick to partial shade for 
these as direct sun can scorch them. Also known 
as avens. Height 50cm (20in) Spread 50cm 
(20in) www.hardys-plants.co.uk 

1 X CONFEDERATE JASMINE

£14.99 each

Unlike common summer jasmine, this hardy one 
can be grown outdoors all year. In summer, insects 
love the fragrant white flowers. Height 4m (13ft)  
www.waitrosegarden.com 

2 X GOLDEN ROD £9.50 each

Butterflies are drawn to the vivid yellow flowers of 
this nectar-rich plant. Some varieties are very 
vigorous so contain their spread by planting in a 
pot then sinking it into the ground. Height 75cm 
(30in) Spread 50cm (20in) www.burncoose.co.uk 

2 X EVERLASTING PEA £11.99 each

This fast growing, inedible climber sprouts fresh 
from the ground each spring, unlike a sweet pea, 
which will not come back the next year. It can be 
encouraged to clamber through a neighbouring 
shrub. Height 2m (6ft 7in) www.vanmeuwen.com

1 X HONEYSUCKLE £7.99 each

The trumpet-shaped flowers of this honey-
scented climber are the perfect shape for a 
butterfly to drink from. White, gold or pink-
flowered varieties are available. Height 3m (10ft). 
www.ashridgetrees.co.uk 

2 X LOOSESTRIFE ‘BEAUJOLAIS’ 

£5.99 each

This native of damp meadows thrives in heavy, 
moist soil. A rosette of grey-green marbled foliage 
sends up spikes of slender purple blooms. Height 
60cm (2ft) Spread 50cm (20in) www.crocus.co.uk 

3 X MASTERWORT £6.99 each

An upright plant that never needs staking.  
Clumps of pincushion flowers emerge for 
pollinating insects to feast on in summer.  
Height 60cm (2ft) Spread 45cm (18in)  
www.jparkers.co.uk 

More butterly magnet combinations 
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WHAT YOU NEED

@ Two identical hanging baskets (we used
Charlie Dimmock’s round hanging baskets
£1 each at Poundland www.poundland.co.uk)

@ Set of battery-operated outdoor fairy-

lights (£12 for 100, Blooma Enyalius at B&Q

www.diy.com)

@ Black cable ties

@ Scissors

@ Pliers

WHAT TO DO

1 Using the pliers, remove the chains from each
hanging basket. You’ll need to save one for later
as this will be how you hang your chandelier.

2 Start using the cable ties to fix together the
hanging baskets so they form a sphere shape.
You won’t need to use too many – just enough
to secure at regular intervals. Pull the ties very
tightly and cut off excess plastic to keep it
looking neat.

3 Once you’ve worked your way around, it’s
time to get the fairy-lights out. Pop the batteries
into the battery unit first. Place the battery pack
on what will be the bottom of your chandelier,
and use the cable ties to fix it in place. Once this
is secured firmly, it will be easier to complete the
next step.

4 Holding the lights in one hand and the ball in the
other, wrap the lights around the frame. Weave
them around making sure not to leave any space
untouched by fairy-lights! Keep checking your
progress to see if any areas require more lights.

5 Once you’re done, secure the last one with a tie
to stop it unwinding. Snip off the excess cable tie.

6 Take one of the chains and reaffix with the
pliers to the top of your decoration.

7 Hang from a bracket or branch and wait for dusk!

This hanging decoration
creates a twinkly globe of
glowing light 

Each issue, we bring you easy ideas and quick makes. Here w p 
you create LIGHTS AND DECORATIONS for y
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TIP Make several and cluster 

them together to add impact

£1
4.7
060 

MINUTES
FAIRY-LIGHT

CHANDELIER

1 2

1
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SIMPLE MAKES 

£14.50

£4.50

These cardboard letters are
customised with twigs from
the garden and made into a
surprise message

WHAT YOU NEED

@ 3 cardboard letters (£3 each from

www.hobbycraft.co.uk)

@ Copydex glue (£5.50 from

Hobbycraft, as above)

@ Secateurs

@ Some long, straight twigs

WHAT TO DO

1 Collect some twigs from the garden or
on a woodland walk (only take ones which
are on the ground).

2 Using the secateurs, cut the twigs into
short lengths, long enough to cover the
letters horizontally, but not sticking out too
far over the edge of the letter.

3 Apply the glue to one letter, then place
the twig lengths on top, pressing down
firmly as you go. Try to get the twigs as
close together as possible.

4 Dry for a couple of hours.

5 Use to accessorise your porch or patio.

TWIGGY
LETTERS

 TIP Seal the letters

 with a clear varnish

 or acrylic paint irst for a

waterproof inish

WHAT YOU NEED

@ An A4 sheet of coloured card for each

lantern, or patterned origami paper in the

same size (plain coloured sheets, £2.50 for

50, www.hobbycraft.co.uk)

@�Battery-operated tealights (£2 for four,

www.hobbycraft.co.uk)

@�Scissors  @�Stapler

WHAT TO DO

1 Place your sheet of paper on the table. Fold it
in half, longest edge to longest edge.

2 Cut slits from the top to the bottom, leaving
about 1 cm uncut near the folded edge.

3 Open out the paper.

4 Place short edge to short edge and staple.

5 Put the shades over a battery-operated
tealight. These give a realistic flickering effect
and the batteries will last up to a week in
constant use.

6 Never use a naked flame near paper or card.

LANTERN
TEALIGHT

SUPERFAST MAKE FOR JUST £2!

MUSIC SHEET VASE

Wrap a sheet of music around
a clean, empty jam jar. Try
Oxfam or eBay for the music,
the older the better for an
of-white vintage patina. Cut
the top so the paper is level
with the edge of the jar. Tie
it tightly with string or natural
raia. Add a posy of flowers and
cut the stems down to fit the jar.

30
MINUTES

45
MINUTES

Our Chinese lanterns have a 
bright modern, twist



UPDATE WITH STRIPES 

Stripes are a great way to revamp a deckchair or 
director’s chair, and it’s easy to replace worn fabric 
– all you need is some upholstery tacks, a hammer 
and scissors. Go on www.thestripescompany.com  
for a how-to guide. In a similar project to the  
one pictured here, Elizabeth Burton, who runs the 
blog missielizzie-meandmyshadow.blogspot.co.uk 
revamped a child-sized director’s chair and stool 
using old linen tea towels. “They’re a great way to 
get designer prints and fabrics at a fraction of the 
cost of buying fabric by the metre,” she says.

ADDED

VALUE

  

We  

LOVE  

this

 FRESH LOOK

Upcycle and update for a

Refresh tired old garden furniture in a flash  
– just add paint and a BIT OF INGENUITY!
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SPRUCE UP WITH SPRAY PAINT

Liven up a classic metal bistro table and chairs
by giving them a coat of Plasti-Kote multi-
purpose spray paint (www.plasti-kote.co.uk).
Start with an even spray of undercoat and build
the colour gradually. With more than 40 colours
to choose from, you could have an array of
rainbow-coloured furniture. Find Plasti-Kote at
www.diy.com for about £8 per can.

MAKE A STATEMENT

Transform a wooden bench using a variety of tester
pots of exterior paint on the slats. It’s cheap to do and
looks fun when it’s done. Blending varying shades of
the same colour gives a more sophisticated look and
is bang on trend. Visit www.homebase.co.uk

RECYCLE OLD PALLETS

Salvage a couple of unused pallets and enjoy 
making this amazingly simple chair (see right). It 
costs next to nothing and looks great. Add a few 
plush cushions and relax. Find the full project in  
DIY Wood Pallet Projects by Karah Bunde (published 
by F+W). Yours for £14.88, www.amazon.co.uk

PRETTY UP WITH PASTELS

Soft tones can look wonderful in a country-style
garden and complement existing schemes.
To keep furniture looking fresh and protected
from the weather, paint with Culprinol’s Garden
Shades (available from hardware stores). It will
be touch-dry in an hour or so. Expect to pay
about £13 for 1 litre.

Quick
&
easy!

PULL UP

A CHAIR
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MAKE A QUICK SEAT

Two sturdy planters and a thick plank of wood
make a quick bench. Weigh down the plank with
some heavy potted plants or make holes in the
wood and grow the plants up from the planters.
These are packed with petunias, £12.99 for 23
plug plants from www.thompson-morgan.com

DISTRESS A CHAIR

Even if it’s old and broken, French-style
antique furniture still looks good, and
makes a stylish ornament if you can’t
actually use it. Give a newer chair a vintage
look with a couple of coats of Annie Sloan
chalk paint (www.chalkinteriors.com).
Sand off the paint in random places to
create a worn, loved look.

BUILD WITH BLOCKS

For a natural look, head to a timber merchants 
and invest in some block shapes for seating 
(Google ‘timber merchants’ to find one near 
you or visit www.jewson.co.uk/timber).  
Group a few different sizes of blocks together 
and weatherproof them with a coat of  
Ronseal Crystal Clear outdoor matt varnish. 
£6.99, www.homebase.co.uk.

SMALL BUT

PERFECTLY FORMED

Inexpensive apple crates make wonderfully
versatile occasional tables. Simply paint
them, turn them upside down and
stack two or three together. For a more
substantial alternative, Ikea’s Knagglig pine
boxes are £5 each, www.ikea.com.



PROJECTS
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MATCH

THE LOOK

 

   

BEAT UP A BENCH

Primary colours can look bold and beautiful on
a bench – as this example on the right shows
– and the older the bench the better. Just make
sure it’s safe to sit on and use a paint that’s
suitable for outdoors. Try Dulux Weathershield
in Volcanic Red and Dulux Weathershield in
Oxford Blue to get this look. www.diy.com

FASHION A TABLE

Removing an old sewing machine
from its stand gives you a ready-made
vintage table bottom. An old stone
slab makes the perfect top. If you
prefer wood, ask a carpenter to cut
a top to fit, treat it, and you’ve got a
perfect industrial-chic piece of garden
furniture. Try www.ebay.co.uk for old
Singer sewing machines.
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MARIGOLDS 

to fall in love with
5 NEW WAYS

SUNSHINE IN A FLOWER, the bright, 
brave marigold brings intense, bold colour to 

borders, pots and tables

BOTTLED SUNSHINE

Several flower heads cut
from the stem and placed
in a jam jar make a stunning 
table decoration that seems 
lit from within. The flowers 
will last a day out of water. 

2

TURN UP THE

CONTRAST 
Show off their rich orange
petals and lime green
leaves in a dark vase such as 
weathered zinc. Cut stems 
will last over a week if the 
water is replaced frequently. 

1

WE LOVE THIS
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So
EASY!

FLOATING POSIES

Pop a few stems in a milk
bottle and tie long sections
of twine around the neck.
Hang several in a row close 
together for a pleasant 
tinkling chime effect.

4

FLAVOURFUL

BOUQUET 

Combine peppery marigolds 
with mint, sage and marjoram 
in a bouquet to use in salads.

3

CUP OF GOLD

Team marigolds with
orange nasturtiums and a 
matching golden container – 
like this enamel mug – for an 
instant bolt of colour.

5

EASY IDEAS

HANGING GARDEN

 

 

 

T
here are two types of marigolds
– the classic country garden English
marigold with its orange daisy heads
and the fluffier French marigold, 

which comes in mixed shades of orange, red, 
burgundy and yellow. These cheerful plants 
need plenty of sunshine, but thrive in any soil. 

HOW TO GROW THEM

@�Both can be bought as plug plants (very 
small young plants) from garden centres. Plant 
directly into the ground where they are to grow 
or in containers with other bedding. French 
marigolds are good in hanging baskets because 
they are compact and don’t get too big. 
@�Water well, with a splash of water, after 

planting and continue to give them a
watering every few days.
@ Marigolds can also be grown from seeds
outdoors from May onwards. Rake a patch
of ground until the soil is crumbly and
simply sprinkle over a packet of seeds and
cover with soil. Mark the area so you don’t
forget where they are. Seedlings will appear 
within days and flowers will appear a few
weeks later. No green fingers needed!
@�Marigolds will keep flowering until the
first frosts if you ‘dead-head’ them (remove 
the flowers as soon as they fade). Regular
cutting for flower arrangements helps, too. 

Marigolds for every spot
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Soak the soil
Newly-planted
shrubs need lots of
water for the first few
weeks they’re in the
soil as they establish
new roots. Water
them early in
the morning
or late in the
evening when
the temperature
drops, by thoroughly
drenching the
surrounding soil
using a full can.
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Trim foxgloves
If you don’t want your 
foxgloves to scatter their 
seeds about, chop of the 
lower spikes the instant 
the lowers fade. Foxgloves 
are proliic self-seeders 
but the seedlings are often 
a diferent (and much less 
pretty) colour to the original 
plant. Use secateurs to cut  
the whole spike of just  
above the rosette of leaves 
at ankle height. 

Keep birdbaths clean and 
topped up with water. Hose 
out old water daily and 
replace with a fresh supply. 
Pick out fallen leaves, 
and use a scrubbing 
brush to remove algae, 

Clean your birdbaths

Help pelargoniums
grow new blooms
Snap the spent flowerheads

from your potted pelargoniums.

This will encourage these

colourful plants to keep

flowering all summer long,

and even into autumn too.

Clip privet
hedges
Pruning privet hedges
little and often is the key
to helping them retain
their shape and keeping
them looking neat. Make
sure your secateurs are
sharp, and snip off all
the soft new growth as it
appears. Clip the hedge
slightly wider at the base
than at the top, so sunlight 
can easily reach the
bottom branches. This will
stop it looking straggly.

Leave the green leaves of tulips on the plants 
after the flowers fade, as they’ll feed the bulbs 

for better flowers next year. When they’ve 
faded to yellow, gently pull them off.

Let tulip leaves fade

There’s nothing better than sitting in
your garden on a warm summer’s
evening, but the balmy weather also
brings with it annoying bugs like
mosquitos. Keep these pests at bay
by planting lavender, lemon balm or
catmint next to a favourite seating
spot. The scent of these plants will
soon send the bugs packing!

Repel bugs with scent
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Plant up herbs in a pot 
next to the barbecue. Pick 
sprigs straight from the 
plants and throw them 
directly on to the coals 
to infuse your food with 
summery lavour. 

BBQ with herbs 

Take a tea break
The aromatic oils in the leaves 
of herbs are most active on 
hot days. Snip the tips of 
rosemary, thyme and sage into 
a teapot and allow them to 
infuse for five minutes in hot 
water for refreshing teas. 

Make canes safe
Top the tips of canes that 

are supporting your flowers 

with upturned plastic 

bottles to protect your 

eyes when you’re working 

outside. With the flowers 

and foliage around them 

shooting up and filling out, 

the sharp cane tops are 

difficult to spot and it’s easy 

to get a poke in the eye. 

For gorgeous flowers in a small space, 
try a peony. They’re packed full of 
petals in all our favourite shades.  
A peony that’s happy in its spot will 
flower for 50 years but won’t get too 
big. Plant it in full sun in the middle of 
the border. You don’t need to prune 
them and they’ll flower every June. 
Peony ‘Buckeye Belle’, £15.99  
www.suttons.co.uk

Plant a peony

Rainwater is much better for watering plants like 

camellias and rhododendrons as they don’t like the lime in 

tap water. A water butt fixed to the bottom of a drainpipe 

will ensure a steady supply. 

Save every drop
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No matter how small your garden,  
there’s always room for a WATERFALL, 

RILL OR FOUNTAIN 

A WATER 

FEATURE

How to add

T
here’s nothing more relaxing than 
sitting next to a gently splashing
water feature. Water in the garden
provides us with far more than the

obvious. Sunlight streaming through running
water is a visual delight and the sound of
trickling water brings peace and serenity – ideal
to counterbalance the often frantic pace of
modern life, or simply living on a noisy street.
The movement of water adds energy to a
space, while the area around it is perfect for
moisture-loving plants and brings a hint of
coolness to hot days. What’s not to love?

WHATDOYOUWANT?

First, think about the type of water feature
you’re after. Do you prefer something big, like
a waterfall cascading down rocks in a corner of
the garden? Or would you like a neat feature,
such as a rill (a small stream) shimmering
through the grass? Have you got a patio where
you could lift a slab and insert a tiny, solar-
powered, bubble fountain?

Garden designer and Chelsea gold medal
winner Frederic Whyte (www.fredericwhyte.com)
says, “The history of using water in gardens
dates right back to Renaissance times. Water
has always been used to create a focal point.
Water is alive, it has dynamism.”

It can often be used to conceal a difficult area
more successfully than planting. “It draws the eye
away from an eyesore and, of course, the sound
of water attracts people, too,” adds Frederic. It
doesn’t have to be complicated – it can be as
simple as a large water bowl or orb fountain placed
over an ugly manhole cover.

WHERE TO SITE IT

Cleverly placed, a water feature can transform
a garden, but whatever its size it needs to be in
the right place. A waterfall in a dark, dank corner
will do your garden no favours, making it feel
even more dismal. Equally, a shiny, stainless steel
wall situated in full sun and reflecting into your
neighbour’s back window won’t go down well.

“Choose a sunny spot for your feature,” says
Frederic. “In the British climate one has to be
careful. In a shady spot you’ll introduce an element
of dankness and it’ll be prone to algae and moss.
The grotto effect can look too gloomy in the UK.”

SLEEK WATERFALL
Brushed Stainless Steel Water
Wall Cascade by Ambienté
from www.primrose.com

PROJECTS

£269
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PAINT

EFFECT
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Those who believe in feng shui say that
flowing water symbolises income, and water
features should be placed in the ‘wealth corners’
– south-east, south-west and north. Most of us,
however, will make our decision based on
more prosaic factors, such as the availability
of an electricity supply.

Unless you’re installing a solar- or battery-
powered water feature, you will probably need a
power point nearby. Most water features use a
pump to power the flow of water and require a
covered exterior socket and a cable connecting
the two. This work must be carried out by a
qualified electrician, and the socket must feature
a Residual Current Device (RCD) to protect
you from the risk of fatal electric shock.

Solar-powered features may seem to solve
the problem of installing an electricity supply
and there are no operating costs, but they must
be situated so their solar panel can fully absorb
the rays or you won’t get a single squirt from
your fountain!

Do remember that the water in any feature
needs to be kept crystal clear, so you will
probably need a pump to keep it moving and
oxygenated. Before buying yours, check
how many gallons of water your feature
utilises and how fast you want the water to
move through it. Adding an algae stopper
(such as Banish Water Feature Clear, £5.99,

www.ukwaterfeatures.com), will also help to
keep the water clean.

For some water features, it may be best to
run a pipe under the patio that connects it
directly to a water supply but keep an eye on it
in case of leaks as you could accidentally run up
a massive water bill. For most, a hose attached
to a tap should be fine.

WHAT’SONOFFER?

Go on any specialist site and you’ll find a huge
range of water features to inspire you. Frederic
believes cheap water features are on the way out. 
“You have to invest a bit of money,” he advises.
“What’s in are bigger, bolder, more blowsy water
features. People are moving towards formality:
reflective pools, traditional fountains and
sculptures. The look is more pared back.” Here’s
our pick of the best modern features around.

FOUNTAINS ANDWATERFALLS

Water walls are a modern take on a traditional
fountain. Basically, they’re a reservoir with

WATER BLADE CASCADE
120cm stainless steel Victoria
Falls, www.primrose.co.uk

ADD HEIGHT
Even a small drop
adds impact to
a cascade feature.

£269.99

MODERN IN METAL
Stainless steel rills can work in
the smallest plot and add
sparkle as sunlight hits the water.

@ Safe for children and pets, Ambienté
Fountain Safe keeps algae at bay. Just add
to your water reservoir or pebble pool.
£5.99 (enough to treat 75 litres of water)
www.primrose.co.uk
@ For a natural solution to the build-up of
algae try Organic Barley Straw Flakes £4.99
www.primrose.co.uk
@ Placing oxygenating pond plants in your
water feature helps keep the water clear of
algae, and looks pretty too. Try spiked
milfoil, hornwort and water violet, £3-£5
www.watersidenursery.co.uk
@ Use a nailbrush and toothbrush to clean
algae off your water feature.

Keep your
water clear



TIP Illuminating your featurebrings it to life at night, catchingthe movement of the water
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10m (32ft 10in) mains
cable. The water re-
circulates from a reservoir
hidden inside the feature.
‘Standing wall water features
work best in a corner or to the side,
as water only runs down one side on some
models,’ says Primrose’s Charlie McGibbon.

If you’d prefer a wall-mounted water wall,
UK Water Features (www.ukwaterfeatures.
com) has a selection of water blades, from £69.
These come in various lengths, in stainless
steel or heavy duty black plastic, and are fixed
onto or built into a wall, giving a solid sheet of
continuously-falling water from a ‘letter-box’ on
the wall. You will need to build a reservoir below
the feature or utilise an existing pond, so the
water has somewhere to fall, and add a pump to
re-circulate the water.

ROCK CASCADES

Fancy something more dramatic in your
garden? Rock cascades are perfect for those

a continual sheet of water falling from them that
is powered by a pump which circulates the water.
They are available in a variety of sizes and designs, 
straight or curved, and can be made from copper 
or stainless steel, slate, marble or fibreglass. They 
may even come with integral coloured lights and 
can be free-standing or wall-mounted.

Primrose (www.primrose.co.uk) has a free-
standing, brushed stainless steel design more
than 2m (6ft 7in) high for £449.99, that comes
with three halogen lights and a pump with a

£600

CASCADE AND POOL
Utsuri Falls Stone River, 
www.primrose.co.uk

LIGHT UP THE NIGHT
Subtle lighting around your 
feature extends the hours you 
can enjoy it, sitting inside or out.

SOUND OF WATER
Tiered waterfall features add 
more splash and the inviting 
sound of tumbling water.

whose back gardens are on a hill. Often made
from slate or fibreglass, water is pumped from
a pool at the bottom to the top of the cascades
through a ribbed black hose before flowing
back down the cascades, creating a soothing
sound as well as an impressive feature.
Slate Three Tier Rock Cascade Waterfall
Watercourse costs £469 from UK Water
Features (www.ukwaterfeatures.com).

RILLS

For those people who prefer a tranquil stretch
of water, a rill is a narrow, shallow, rather formal
stream, favoured by contemporary garden
designers. Moorish in style, rills can be still or



flowing, although the latter needs a gradient.  
It’s a highly skilled job to build one if you’re 
thinking of doing it yourself, as lines need to  
be straight and sharp. A lot of concrete needs  
to be poured and, for the best results, the 
bottom should be lined with flat, light-reflecting 
paddle stones. 

THE LITTLE ONES…

Designs which include space for planting are 
useful for a small back garden. Primrose’s solar-
powered Dalton is a four-tier cascading water 
feature (currently reduced to £89.99). Herbs, 
flowers and even small veg can be planted 
within the pockets of this wood-effect design 
and are kept moist as the water cascades down 
the tiers, the pump powered by the sun.

An orb fountain will provide a tranquil touch. 
These circular features are stone, granite, 
marble or stainless steel spheres with a hole 
in the top. They sit on the ground and gently 
pump water out of the top and down the sides, 
onto a bed of stones. UK Water Features’ 
30cm (12in) Rainbow Sandstone Drilled Sphere 
Water Feature Kit (pictured top left), £679, has 
intriguing swirls of creamy stone when wet.

Primrose’s Pond in a Pot kits make a great 
focal point for any garden and come with 
everything you need to set up a small pond,
even on your patio or balcony, including plants.

PROJECTS
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@ Young children are fascinated by water
and those aged between one and two are
most at risk. Youngsters don’t begin to
understand the concept of danger until
they’re four or five.
@ Even water 50cm (20in) deep can be
lethal for a child, and the equivalent to an
adult falling into 180cm (5ft 11in) of water.
@ A water feature that doesn’t contain
standing water, such as a fountain
without a pool at its base or one on top
of a pedestal or mounted on a wall, is
probably safest. Make sure there’s no
access for a child to climb into it and that
they can’t reach it from below.

SAFETY TIPS

Tile for 
impact

£399

ORB FOUNTAIN

Rainbow Sandstone 
Drilled Sphere kit 
www.ukwaterfeatures.com

STRAIGHT LINES 
This design uses geometric 
shapes for a modern look, 
creating a channel of water.

THE POWER OF PEBBLES
Stones shiny with water from
a fountain spraying over and
through them never look dull.



TIP Planting green foliage around

 your water feature enhances the  

 feeling of coolness and calm 

PROJECTS

Transform a plain wall into something
special by adding a stylish fountain, wall
planters and lighting.

Put up a wall 
fountain 

YOU WILL NEED 

Moroccan mosaic wall fountain
(selection at Moroccan Decor,

including pump),
www.moroccandecor.com  

from £450

Single outdoor socket from B&Q
www.diy.com £14.98

Electrician (charges vary) £70

TOTAL £534.98

 n 3 HOURS
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The solar-powered Pond in a Pot kit with
72cm (2ft 4in) white planter and fountain
costs £159.99 from www.primrose.co.uk.

The company also stocks simple battery-
powered water features with rechargeable
batteries, such as the Ceramic Dove (£43.99),
doing away with the need for either the sun
or a nearby power point. Fully self-contained,
no extra reservoir is required. Just connect 
the pump to the solar panel, place it in dire
sunlight and fill with water.

T IN STONE

st stone floral fountain £599

ww.ukwaterfeatures.comA PLACE TO RELAX 
Wherever you site your water 
feature, create an area to sit by 
it and enjoy its murmurings.

POND IN A POT

This solar-powered kit comes with 72cm 
planter, fountain and plants including 
(l-r) monkey flower, white star grass and 
water forget-me-not, £159.99  
www.primrose.co.uk



       

Fiona, Editor

OVER

£550
WORTH OF PRIZES

FROM 

SUTTONS

One of three stylish Adirondack Chairs or one of five three-
slat rustic personalised crates from Suttons could be yours to 
help you transform your OUTSIDE SPACE this summer 
Here at Modern Gardens we’d love to know how you 
use your outdoor space. How long do you spend out 
there each week? Do you use it for entertaining? Or is it 
your sanctuary, somewhere to sit quietly with a glass of 
wine? How much time do you spend weeding and 
mowing the lawn? We’re also keen to get your feedback 

on the magazine. Which sections do you like? What 
could we improve? To have your say, complete our 
online survey and you’ll be in with a chance of winning 
one of our eight fabulous prizes (find out more at www.
suttons.co.uk). I look forward to hearing what you think 
of our new magazine.  

WIN

TO ENTER COMPLETE THE SURVEY AT
www.moderngardensmagazine.co.uk/survey

Closing date for entries is at 1pm on 30 June 2016. The draw will take place after 2pm on 30 June 2016. For full terms and conditions and details of our privacy poilicy, go to www.bauersurveys.co.uk/details 

Have your say
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Three climbers for sum

CLEMATIS

‘THEPRESIDENT’

The large blue purple flowers of
th s climber appear from June
to September It’s a good s ze
for cover ng a pergola or arch
Height 2.5m (8ft 2in)
www.thompson-morgan.com

BLACK-EYED U A

This annual vine has sunny
yellow clear orange or letter
red flowers with a strik ng bla
central spot Grow in a conta
tra ned up a wigwam of cane
obelisk Height 2m (6ft 7in)
wwwspaldingbulb co uk

ORIENTALPOPPY £11 99
Thepoppy’s s lkypetals addglamour to flowerbeds
in June The flowersburst open to reveal ruffled
petals that fall awaywithin a fewdays but a
successionofbloomsmaintains thed splay Cut
down flowering stemsoncepetals fa l to encourage
a second flushof flowers n late summer This
perennial returns year after year Height90cm(3ft)
Spread60cm(2ft)wwwthompson mor an com

£13.
75£14.

99

Prices given are f

A little
bit of plant
heaven

PERENNIALWALLFLOWER

‘BOWLESMAUVE’ £15 for 3
This plant produces a never-ending supply of
flowers fromearly spring until the autumn and even
intowinter if theweather ismild. Plant it in the
middle of the border where its tall flower spikes can
add height and depth.Height 50cm (20in)
Spread 45cm (18in)www.hayloft-plants.co.uk

flowersof this plant,
whichwill return year
after year and re-seed
itself, are evenmore striking for their
contrastwith the silvery-grey foliage.
This free-flowering, sun-lovingplant
will thrive indry, sandy soil.
Height60cm(2ft)Spread45cm
(18in)www.crocus.co.uk

n the

DEN
   accessories, take your 

   sunshine and transform 
  to an AFTERNOON 

 MEMBER   
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SIMPLE IDEAS and FAST FIXES to get
your garden set for long, lazy days in the sun

GROUPYOURPOTS

Clustering pots together not
only looks more effect ve han
dott ng hem s ngly around
your deck or pat o t also
keeps them close for easier
watering Pots need water
once a day in high summer
so make he task as quick as
possible Pots £10 from
wwwhum partnership co

MAKEADECORATIVE EDGING

Give a new look to a bo der w th tidy edg ng Bricks add
style and a e s mple to nstall la d on their s des at an
angle Cement them in or bu y half in so l and fi m n

Quick
&
easy!
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TRY BEFORE YOU BUY WITH A 30-DAY TRIAL
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Baskets
in bloom

Bold splashes of colour or subtly toned globes of scent, 
hanging baskets are a STAR ATTRACTION in any 
summer garden – and they’re so easy to keep  

EASY IDEAS

CASCADE OF STARS

These African Daisies will bloom until autumn.  

PRETTY IN PINK

Petunias are ideal for hanging baskets. They 
will clamber and cascade and fill your basket 
with colour throughout the sunniest summer.

H
anging baskets are incredibly 
versatile. They can hang from a 
porch, adorn a pergola, fix to an 
arch, transform a dull wall or distract

the eye from some less than perfect paint work.
Whether you choose trailing lobelia to spill 
prettily over the sides, palest pink petunias or
cheerful pelargoniums for a jolt of primary 
colour, there’s something to suit every garden
style. And if you treat it with care, a hanging 
basket filled with bedding plants will last from the
start of summer until the first frosts in October.

When fixing to the wall, choose a bracket 
that’s strong enough to take the weight of the 
basket, bearing in mind that it is much heavier 
when it’s just been watered. The same rules 
apply to plants in hanging baskets as they do to 
those growing in borders, so lobelias, begonias, 
Busy Lizzies, fuschias and ferns tolerate shade, 
while pelargoniums and petunias enjoy regular 
sunshine. The most stunning baskets are colour 
themed so, if you’re sticking to pastels or going 
for bright and breezy, keep displays consistent.

SUN LOVER
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How to maintain your baskets
Keep your containers looking tip top by
feeding them weekly with tomato feed. There
are lots of roots packed into a small space, so
they’ll use up the compost nutrients in just a
few weeks. Or try a plant food such as
Miracle-Gro All Purpose Continuous Release
Plant Food (£4.99 for 1kg) where just one dose
will last up to six months. You can scatter a
handful of these dry feed pellets on top of the
soil around your plants but avoid placing them
directly against the stems, as they can burn.

MAKE THEM LAST
When your baskets start to fade and plants
look past their best, give them a new lease of
life. Lightly trim to remove flowers and any
seeds that have appeared (seeds weaken
plants and stop them from flowering). Remove
any dead or diseased-looking foliage. If the
compost feels bone dry, immerse the whole
basket into a bowl of water and leave until it
feels moist again. Remove and stand in the
shade until the plants look more perky. If any of
the plants are beyond rescue, ease the affected
ones out with a small trowel and substitute with
a fresh one. Try to avoid placing your baskets in
continuous full sun.

ADD ZING!

 

 TIP Water hanging baskets  

 early in the morning to prepare

them for the heat of the day

NOURISH & CARE

@��To boost the number of flowers in 
your hanging baskets, give them a 
high potash feed every 7-10 days. 
Potash is potassium in nutrient form, 
essential to keep plants healthy.
Try Chempak High Potash Feed 
Formula 4, £9.99 for 800g from 
www.thompson-morgan.co.uk 

@���Top up compost with a fresh supply 
if it starts to look low. Most multi-
purpose composts are made from 
organic material which decomposes 
over time and loses nutrients. A little 
extra will give your basket a boost.
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WOVEN TRIANGLE

Purple bell vine drapes over this
cone. £9.95 from www.sarah
raven.com (plants not included).

SLATTED SQUARE

A black tub of trailing petunia ‘Million
Bells’ looks stripy when sitting in a white
slatted basket. Traditional teak orchid
planters can be used in the same way.
£5.50-£11.50 www.giftsandgardens.com

GREEN GLOBE

A circle of succulents fills this
contemporary copper-coloured sphere,
a hanging planter and sculpture in one!
From £140 www.suffolkwindowbox.co.uk

In good shape
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WATERING TIPS

@��If compost dries out so
much that water runs off it,
add a couple of small drops
of washing up liquid to the
watering can. This will help the
water to penetrate.

@���If your baskets are too high for
easy watering, buy a bracket
and basket hanger with a
pulley so you can lower and
raise it when you need to.

@��Always aim the water at the
roots of the plant to give it
a thorough drenching. Keep
pouring until the liquid comes 
through the drainage holes to 
make sure you’ve given the 
plants enough. 

Recycle
your

stuff !

Easy watering

WATER RIGHT

Target the water to the 
plant’s roots using a 
narrow spout or bottle. 

CRAFTY 

CONTAINER 

Woven and knitted-
effect planter with
drainage plug, £20 at
B&Q www.diy.com

TRY ARTIFICIAL FLOWERS

No time to water? A basket of natural 
looking blooms will do the trick, £49  
www.bloom.uk.com
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EASY IDEAS

If you’re going away for a few days and
don’t want your plants to die, there are
a number of easy ways to keep your
hanging baskets hydrated.

3 wateringsystems

WATERING GLASS Simply fill with
water, and place in the soil at an angle.
The liquid will slowly seep in. Beautiful to
look at and so useful too!
£9.50 www.nordichouse.co.uk  

WATER WIZARD Just fill a plastic
bottle with water, attach the Water Wizard
to the neck of the bottle and slide into
the soil to release moisture slowly.
£4.35 for a pack of three,  
www.thompson-morgan.com 

DRIP BY DRIP Hozelock’s Easy Drip
Micro Universal Dripper attaches to a
4mm hose, and releases a small, controlled
stream of water. £6.99 for a pack of five,
www.carrfarmgardencentre.co.uk

TRAILING

PLANTS

    

SELF WATERING 

Hanging pots with a built-in
water reservoir – 25/30cm,
£6.99/£9.99 www.crocus.co.uk



Tea in the 
GARDEN

Add some simple accessories, take your
tea outside into the sunshine and transform
an everyday meal into an AFTERNOON

TO REMEMBER

GROUP SHOT

Create a striking table
centrepiece by grouping
candles together in a large
glass jar. Sticking to one
colour gives it more impact,
but you can vary the si

SHADESOFGREEN

These zingy paper lampshades
have been repurposed from
indoors to make outside
decorations. and suspended
from a tree with spotty ribbons.



PROJECTS
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T
here’s something about inviting friends
round for afternoon tea in the garden
on a summer’s afternoon that is
quintessentially English. It used to be

all about chintz but the new look includes bright
colours, natural materials and a few homemade
extras. It’s the perfect excuse to decorate
with some quick and easy touches. Keep your
refreshments simple. As well as a selection of
sandwiches, add some fruit-filled scones and
display your cakes on a slate cake stand.
A pitcher of homemade lemonade or Pimm’s
with plenty of ice, a big pot of tea and some
relaxing tunes on a retro turntable, and you’re
all set. A crisp tablecloth – or an old sheet –
flung over your garden furniture will instantly
transform it from faded to fantastic.

SMOOTH SOUNDS

Listening to music helps create atmosphere
and, thanks to technology, you no longer have
to listen to a tinny radio. Bluetooth speakers
are a great way to listen to your favourite music
stored or streamed via a phone, tablet or laptop. 
Bluetooth is just another name for wireless
technology which can connect over short
distances. Any music source with a Bluetooth
connection can connect to the speakers, and
most phones and tablets will support the
technology. Pairing a Bluetooth device is simple.
Put the speaker into pairing mode and then
search for the speaker on your device.
For Bluetooth speakers you can use outside
without a power source nearby, choose one with
a built-in battery. They usually last about eight
hours or more.
If you like a retro touch, why not play some
records on a record deck? Sales of vinyl have
shot up by 500% in the last three years and
the sight and sound of old favourites spinning,
complete with slight crackle, on your deck is so
atmospheric. You can source records at car boot
sales or online, or perhaps delve into your own
archives in the attic.
You may need an extension lead to hook up
your player to a power source. Make sure the
deck is sited safely away from children and pets,
and keep the volume down so you don’t annoy
the neighbours!

TAKE  
THE  

INSIDE 
OUT!

BISTRO SE

These café-style chairs add a
relaxed feel to the tea table.
They’re widely available on
the high street, or you could
spruce up some second-
hand ones with blue paint.

PERFECT PARTNERS

Summer in a bloom, these
big, blowsy peonies look
beautiful in a simple enamel
jug. You only need a couple
of stems in each one to make
a displa

FIND SOME  FLOWERS

Frothy lime-yellow blooms
are brilliant as cut flowers;
they add country style and a
shot of colour to the simplest
arrangements. This zesty-
hued plant is alchemilla, also
called lady’s mantle.
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The sounds of summer
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PULL UP A CHAIR

Garden furniture is an investment, so it’s worth 
taking time to consider the best type for you 
and your family. 
Metal furniture is durable and light, hard-
wearing and often folds up for easy storage. 
Classic bistro sets come in different looks 
whether you prefer romantic country or sleek, 
clean lines. 
Rattan furniture is having a fashionable moment. 
It’s often as comfortable as lounge sofas and 
chairs. The current rattan styles are quite bulky 
and therefore often too large for most people 
to store. However, new technology means that 
the new generation of synthetic rattan, made 
from resin, will last for years, even when left out 
over winter. Just remove the cushions when the 
weather is rainy or damp. 
Wooden furniture looks timeless and it improves 
with age. Another bonus is that you can easily 
paint it if you want to vary your look. Cuprinol 
Garden Shades and Dulux Weathershield are 
both hard-wearing outdoor paints which come 
in a huge array of colours. 
Unpainted wood fades attractively over time. If 
you choose a hardwood, such as teak, coubaril 
or kamani, it will weather to a silvery-grey tone. 
Oak also ages well. 
Plastic furniture is inexpensive and cheery. It 
stacks up neatly when you’re not using it and is 
ideal if you want to purchase a few extra seats 
for a party at little cost. 
Traditional deckchairs are fun to dot around the  
garden on a sunny day and they lend an air of 
vintage style to any occasion. You don’t have 
to stick to traditional stripes, they come in all 
kinds of funky colours and patterns. John Lewis 
has a good selection. Or opt for a classic cream 
canvas style, £30 each from www.wilko.com

MIX AND MATCH

This table makes a pretty spot for 
tea when dressed with crockery, 
textiles (tablecloth from £38) and 
bunting £35 for 15 pennants  
www.susiewatsondesigns.co.uk

RETRO LOOK

aMove Bluetooth
speaker £78 www. 
cuckooland.com

THINK PINK

BassBoomz speakers in 
8 glittery colours £60 
www.bassbuds.net 

TURN IT UP

Pure digital radio and 
Bluetooth speaker in one  
with Rob Ryan design. 
£119.99 www.pure.com

VINYL MIX

Spin some discs on this 
retro Crossley Cruiser 
turquoise record player. 
Yours for £100  

www.urbanoutfitters.com 



@�WOODEN furniture will stay
looking good if you treat it right. To
prolong the life of softwood, apply a
coat of wood preservative every year.
For hardwood, to prevent silvering,
you can apply teak oil. Once a year is
enough. Before you apply anything
to wood, rub the surfaces down and
remove any loose material, dirt or
cobwebs. Use a bowl of soapy water
and scrub thoroughly to remove dirt.

@�METAL furniture requires little
in the way of maintenance, as long
as you bring it inside over winter to
prevent rusting. If any does appear,
rub it off with a wire brush. To clean,
use detergent and water, and rinse and
dry afterwards. If joints become stiff
or squeaky, apply a squirt of WD40 
to loosen them up. To repaint your
furniture, choose a specialist metal
paint, such as Hammerite's Gloss Metal
Paint (from £8.48, B&Q). Simply rub
down furniture before applying.

@�PLASTIC tables and chairs 
are robust but they need washing
regularly to keep them clean and
fresh. This also helps to minimise
surface scratches. If the furniture
becomes discoloured, you can paint
it using paint formulated for the task.
Give any furniture painted  24 hours
to dry before using it.
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Furniture care

PROJECTS

EAT IN STYLE

This robust metal Rosedale
bistro set costs £399 for a table
and four chairs from M&S.
www.marksandspencer.com

CLEAN UP

Stylish Danish kitchen 
utility set, £45, www.
nordichouse.co.uk
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ADD TO A DECK

This tabletop 
parasol with tassels 
is £129 from www.
marksandspencer.com 

VERSATILE

PROTECTION
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PROJECTS

FREE-STANDING

Standalone parasols
are best for sheltered
spots. Amalfi, £299 
www.harleyandlola.co.uk 

PUT UP A PARASOL 
They look elegant and indulgent, but parasols
are also really practical in the summer when you
want to shade your patio, deck or a favourite
spot in the garden.

WHAT SIZE?
This really depends on how much shade you
require. Garden parasols range from 2m
(6ft 7in) for a bench or small table, suitable for
two people. Gatherings of four may need a
parasol up to 2.5m (8ft 2in) wide, and bigger
groups will require a 3m (9ft 10in) width. For a
big garden party, you can buy canopies of
4m (13ft 1in) plus.

WHICH BASE?
Will your parasol be free-standing or part of
a table? To prevent it from sailing off into the
sunset at the first gust of wind, you need a base
which will stabilise the canopy sufficiently.
A small 2m (6ft 7in) parasol needs a 15-20kg
(33-44lb) base, but a 3-4m (9ft 10in-13ft 1in)
one would require a 30-40kg base (66-88lb).
Standalone models require a 40kg weight to
keep them secure, regardless of the diameter.
Bases come in a range of finishes, from plastic
(filled with water or sand to provide the weight
needed), iron and coated steel, to hardwood
and even covered concrete.  
Aluminium frames don’t rust, and are heavier
than wooden ones, which means they’re better
able to stand up to buffeting by the wind.
On the other hand, wood looks attractive, and
can be matched with furniture sets. It is lighter
than metal, so best kept for more sheltered
garden locations.

WHICH MATERIAL?
Synthetic fibres such as polyester or acrylic
keep their colour despite the elements, and
they are water repellent, too. As well as being
light and durable, they’re often cheaper than
canvas ones.
Although canvas is classic and appealing to
look at, it protects against rain by absorbing
moisture, which means that it can be prone to
damp and mildew. Regular cleaning will protect
against this, but it’s not the most practical choice
for busy people.

@�Care for your parasol
Always take it down if you won’t be
using it for a while. If you are leaving it
out overnight, fold it down to avoid wind 
damage. To keep it clean, regularly wipe 
it down with mild soap and warm water, 
then rinse and leave it open to dry. If you 
have a vinyl parasol, you may need a 
specialist cleaner to remove any marks. 

Parasol care 

MOVABLE SHADE

A portable parasol can 
track the sun. Skagerat 
teak chair £325, table 
£1049, parasol £749 
www.houseology.com



SIMPLE STYLE

Madelaine lavender
organic spotted cotton
cloth, from £15, www.
cottageinthehills.com

TEA FOR TWO

Transport cups on a
pretty, floral print tray,
£15 for two from BHS.
www.bhs.co.uk

MAKE IT BOLD

Punchy cerise pink and
zesty lime green make
a strong duo.

TRANSFORM YOUR TABLE

A beautiful tablecloth provides a handy cover-
up for garden furniture that’s a bit grimy or past 
its best. It adds instant colour and texture to 
your outside space and helps the table to stand 
out from its natural surroundings, creating a 
festive, party atmosphere.
Which tablecloth you choose can set the scene 
for your tea party. For a cool, classic style, 
choose a plain or simply striped one. Ikea’s 
natural linen and cotton blend Verdagen table 
covering is crisp, and a snip at £12. For a more 
classic country look, Cath Kidston’s Highgate 
Rose cloth introduces a floral note. If a full 
tablecloth is too formal, try a table runner, a 
narrow strip of cloth running end to end down 
the centre of your table. Ikea stocks a number of 
styles, including bright and funky Hemmadoft, a 
cheery nasturtium print, for £3.50. 
Oil cloth offers a more practical alternative than 
a textile version. It is usually made from cotton, 
coated with PVC to create a shiny, wipeable 
surface. Try John Lewis for a selection, which 
you can buy off the roll to fit your table.
For a vintage kitsch look, an original 1950s 
tablecloth is key: these are readily available from 
eBay for as little as £5. 

PLATE 

PERFECTION

This beautiful 
aquamarine  
platter looks like china
but is hardwearing  
melamine. £22 for a 
set of four.  
www.bhs.co.uk

TAKE A STAND

This three-tier slate 
cake stand costs 
£19.95 from  
www.lakeland.co.uk

TIP TOPPER

Kitsch umbrellas 
brighten a glass of 
fizz. £1.50 www.
dotcomgiftshop.com

KEEP YOUR COOL

Drinks dispenser and 
glasses. £35 from  
www.looptheloop.co.uk



     MAKE IT!
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FRUITY INSECT 

REPELLENT
A natural way to keep 
biters at bay 

INGREDIENTS

@��3 limes

@��10-15 cloves

WHAT TO DO

1 Slice the limes in half with a
sharp knife.

2 Press the cloves into the flesh,
dividing equally between the halves
of fruit.

3 Place on your table as a stylish way
to keep bugs away.

WASP TRAP

Keep wasps away with
this glass catcher. £7.50  
www.gardentrading.co.uk

BUG-BUSTING

CANDLE

Pineapple citronella
candle. £8 from
www.sainsburys.co.uk

TEALIGHT TRIO

Create a stylish display
with this hand-finished
oak paddle and three
glass tealight holders.
£18 www.beautiful
homesdirect.com
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PIMM’S LOLLIES

INGREDIENTS

@ 300ml/ 1/2 pint of Pimm’s

@ 850ml/ 11/2 pints of lemonade

@ Handful of strawberries and mint

WHAT TO DO

1 Mix the Pimm’s and lemonade in a
jug. Place the fruit and mint into some
lolly moulds. Add the Pimm’s mix.
Freeze for 2-3 hours.

@ Zoku Classic Pop Moulds cost

£12.99 from www.lakeland.co.uk

MAKE IT!
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HANG OUT THE BUNTING

Contemporary Confetti paper
bunting; 5m, 15 5 flags £4.95

www.dotcomgiftshop.com

FLUTTER BY

Hang bird-shaped
paper lanterns from
a tree. £5.95 at
www.luckandluck.co.uk

MAKE A LABEL

Style your sandwiches 
with 24 Liberty  
pattern flags. £7  
www.sistersguild.co.uk

FLOWER POWER

This flower-themed
tin contains 9+ edible
bright blooms. £30

www.biscuiteers.com



        MAKE IT!
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CREATE A POM POM 
It’s easy and fun to make these frilly decorations

YOU WILL NEED

@�Tissue paper

@�Scissors 

@�Twine

WHAT TO DO

1 Take approximately 20 sheets of tissue 
paper in any colour combination you wish.

2 Lay them on top of each other in front of you 
on a flat surface, with the shortest edge closest.

3 Fold the sheets all together, keeping creases 
sharp. Each fold should be about 2.5cm (1in) 
wide. Flip alternately from back to front for 
each fold to create a concertina shape.

4 Place your finger in the concertina’s centre 
and tie in the middle with twine. Leave a long 
length, then snip off the excess.

5 Trim both edges so they’re neatly rounded.

6 Place on its side and tease out the sheets
gently layer by layer, turning over as you go.

7 Go on until you have pulled out all the sheets 
and fluffed them up to make a pom pom.

8 Tie up and enjoy!

FLORAL LANTERNS

Oversized paper pom
poms with a floral print
add a sense of fun.
£6.25 for three. www.
luckandluck.co.uk

BRIGHT BUNTING

Five colours, 10 flags, 4m
– hot colours to turn your
party into a fiesta. £7.99  
www.candleandcake.co.uk

TASSEL-TASTIC

Metallic garland, £8.99  
www.gingerray.co.uk
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CHOOSING A

Move over parasols – these simple awnings
are all the rage and a cost efective way to
provide SUMMER SHADE in style

Sail shad

Solent Shades offers ready-
made and bespoke sails in up
to six sizes and 67 colours.
From £42 for a triangle with
each side 3.6m (11ft 10in),
www.solentsailshades.co.uk

A
lso called sail sun canopies or sail 
awnings, sail shades are fabric sheets 
suspended above head height and 
stretched taut between fixing points 

on walls, poles, fences or trees. They make 
a stylish addition to any size garden – even 
a small plot like Chris Harrington’s on page 14. 
The big benefits are that they are easy to site, 
simple to erect, available in many sizes and 
colours, and no major DIY is required.

A sail is quicker to put up than a fabric and 
frame gazebo, and often much cheaper than 
a summerhouse. It’s the ideal solution if you 
want somewhere shady to sit and read on a hot 
summer’s day, big enough to provide shelter 
from sudden showers if you’re entertaining 
family and friends outdoors.

Perfect for both modern and traditional 
gardens, the clean, sleek curves of a sail shade 
makes a real statement, adding a sculptural 
‘wow’ factor. And, even better, price-wise  
they start at less than £10.

WHAT SHAPE, SIZE & COLOUR? 
The size and shape you opt for will come down 
to personal preference, the space you have 
available, what you’re going to attach the sail  
to and your budget.

Off-the-shelf sail shades usually start at  
£9.99 for a 3m (9ft 10in) triangle, £20.99 for  
a 3m (9ft 10in) square and £49.99 for a 3 x 2m (9ft 
10in x 6ft 7in) rectangle. You can also get sizes 
and shapes made to measure for your particular 
requirements from bespoke firms. These start at 
about £40 for a 3.6m (11ft 10in) triangle.

Colour-wise, you can’t go wrong with classic 
cream or crisp, bright white, as this goes with 
everything, particularly complementing the clean 
lines of minimalistic modern gardens with lots of 
gravel, paving, architectural features and planting. 
For colour-coordinating statements try warm 
sand, elegant charcoal, earthy terracotta, cool 
blue, vibrant red, fresh green or zesty yellow.

WHICH MATERIAL?
Sail shades come in various fabrics, from 
lightweight, high density polyester to woven 
acrylic canvas, hard-wearing PVC and polyester 
yacht sail cloth. 

At the lower end of the price scale, a sail  
is made from one piece of cloth shaped as  
a triangle, rectangle or square, while some 
pricier ones have shaped seams, which give  
the fabric a stylish twisted effect when taut. 

Given the British climate, a tightly woven 
material is the best choice to provide maximum 
protection from the sun as well as being  
water-resistant. Look for a given GSM factor 
(grams per square inch), which measures the 
weight of the fabric and indicates its thickness.  
The higher the GSM, the thicker and more 
hard-wearing the cloth is.

Also check the UPF (ultraviolet protective
factor). This measures how much of the sun’s
harmful ultraviolet radiation rays the material
blocks out. For example, a UPF15 or 20
blocks out 93.3-95.9% of ultraviolet rays, while
UPF40+ blocks 97.5%.

Breathable shades are not as tightly woven  
as waterproof ones, allowing more sunlight  
and moisture through them. However, the 
looser weave means they are less affected by 
wind than water-resistant shades, as they allow 
air to blow through the tiny gaps.

Check how long the guarantee is that  
comes with your sail shade, as this will give  
a fair indication of how long you can expect 
it to last, providing the manufacturer’s care 
instructions are followed. 

Unless your sail is manufactured specifically  
for year-round use, which tends to be at the  
very top end of the price scale – for example,  
the Shadeplus 3m (9ft 10in) triangular sail at 
£2,000 – it’s wise to take down your sail during 
windy conditions, heavy rain and the winter 
months to avoid weather damage and maximise 
its lifespan.

WHERE TO PUT IT?
The beauty of sail shades is that they’re
available in a variety of shapes and sizes, so can
be mounted in almost any position, at any angle
and on most surfaces, giving you maximum
flexibility. Which you opt for will depend on
whether you want to fix it to a wall, tree or fence
or have it free-standing on a frame. Basically,
you can put it where you want as long as you
can fix it to something.

Think about what you want to gain from your
shade. If you position it in front of a sun-facing
dining room window you can eat in comfort
inside, shielded from bright rays. Or maybe put
it over a back door leading onto a patio,
so you can sit outside and eat al fresco.

If you want to cover a large area, consider
using multiple smaller sails. Using a few layered
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PLAY WITH TRIANGLES 

The repeated triangle theme of
the swooping sail, bunting and
conifers hold the design together.

PICK

YOUR SPOT

 

 

Made-to-measure sail shades in various
sizes, colours and materials are available
from £435 for a 2m x 2m (6ft 8in x 6ft
8in) square, www.shadeplus.co.uk
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BEST BUYS

DOUBLE UP

Two triangular sails, positioned in a corner
like this, will maximise shade, without
overpowering a small garden.

Mix it up with two waterproof sails, like
these Kookaburra ones in yellow, £89.99
for a 6m (19ft 8in) triangle, and red,
£25.99 for a 3m (9ft 10in) triangle,
www.primrose.co.uk

ADD A TWIST

The hypar effect, where two corners 
are high and others low, make the sail 
more visually striking.
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square, at a minimum of 10 degrees. Larger sails 
will need deeper post holes of 1.2m (3ft 11in).

Non-waterproof, breathable shades can be 
hung horizontally or at an angle, but water-
resistant shades must be angled so that water 
easily runs off. Failing to do this will result in 
water pooling in the centre, the weight of 
which may cause the canopy to collapse.  A 
waterlogged shade will also discolour.

The sail needs to be stretched taut. This 
means the fixing points must be solid to prevent 
them being pulled out by the sail’s tension,  
or by freak gusts of wind. 

KEEP IT LOOKING GOOD
Check any cleaning instructions provided  
with your sail shade, or ask the retailer for  
advice on fabric care, as cleaning methods  
will vary depending on the material. Some 
specific shades, such as PVC, can only be 
sponged, scrubbed with a soft brush or  
washed by hand with mild detergent, such as 
Awning & Gazebo Cleaner, £7.99 for 1 litre 
(www.primrose-awnings.co.uk), mixed with warm 
water. Others, such as lightweight polyester 
waterproof sails, are machine-washable at  
40°C (104°F).

together, either in the same or contrasting shades, 
breaks up what would otherwise be a large 
expanse of colour. Overlaps should be generous 
to allow for movement that will let in sun or rain.

SETTING UP YOUR SAIL SHADE
Some sails have webbing loops on each corner, 
while others have stainless steel D-rings. These 
allow you to attach a rope and any fixings you 
need, such as hooks. Fixing points should be 
at least 2.3m (7ft 6in) off the ground to avoid 
anyone walking into the shade or tension ropes.

Check what, if any, fixing accessories come 
with the sail. Usually you’ll need to buy rope 
and fixings separately. A stainless steel fixing kit 
comprises easy-clip, quick-release snap hooks, 
pad eyes (square metal plates with an integrated 
hoop that you screw on to solid fixing points, such 
as brickwork, concrete or wood) and turnbuckles 
(double-ended tensioning screw hooks). Some 
shades have optional poles or full frames if you 
want a free-standing canopy.

If you already have trees and posts in your 
garden – these should be at least 10cm (4in) 
thick if they’re wood, and 4.8cm (2in) thick if 
they’re metal – you’ll only need securing rope 
to attach your sail. If you’re using steel poles in 
a lawn, invest in pole holders to drive into the 
ground for ease of mowing. Insert the poles into 
these and take them out when you cut the grass. 

To take the strain of tensioning and withstand 
the weight of the sail on windy days, Primrose, a 
leading sail retailer, advises that posts for sails up 
to 5m (16ft 5in) should be concreted into holes 
at least 80cm (32in) deep and 40cm (16in) 
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Sian’s garden has plenty 
of places to sit and chill

@My garden is...
almost square, about 9 x 7.6m
(30 x 25ft). It overlooks Hartshill
Hayes, a huge country park in
Warwickshire. When we bought
our house two-and-a-half years
ago, all that was in the garden was

a single rose bush and two odd squares of decking,
which were rotten and broken. We spent last spring
and summer transforming it into a very British cottage-
style garden, with decking to admire the view from.

@ I share my garden... with my husband
Steve (who is my DIY icon), our two dogs, Louis
and Arthur, and our three hens – Delilah, Mabel and
Agatha – who really think it’s their garden!

@My inspiration is... taking the indoors
outdoors. I’m inspired by interior stylist Selina Lake’s
Outdoor Living book for its unique styling, simplicity
and low budget ideas, and by our amazing view – our
garden design was built around being able to enjoy it.

@Best garden moment... When I
came home from work to find my husband, dad and
neighbour enjoying a glass of wine on the newly
built decking. It’s made from scratch from
reclamation yard wood and surrounded by
a picket fence which we rescued from a skip.
Watching this relaxation area come together
was amazing and transformed our garden.
I also got very excited when I grew my own
sweet peas from seed. They bloomed from
June right through October!  

@�Favourite area... The decking. It’s
the perfect place to escape our day jobs. I can
hear birds singing, read a magazine in peace and
watch the horses in the field below. I love its grey
colour, which fits with our vintage home style.

@�My current obsession is...
using textiles in the garden. I make these
furnishings with vintage fabrics from boot
sales. Also outdoor lighting, and festoon lights
in particular.

@Best buy... Our arbour, a birthday present
last year. It was reduced to £95 at B&Q. I painted it
using Cuprinol Garden Shades Muted Clay. It’s a
lovely shady spot and the hens often claim the seat as
their own!

@ Favourite plant... I can’t choose just
one. I love alliums, delphiniums and foxgloves.

@ Top tip... Shop around and don’t throw
anything away. Steve’s work was throwing out a cable
drum insert, we upcycled it into a table for our decking.

@ Latest project... Redecorating our
summer house. I’m busy making curtains, cushions
and bunting to change its look. I’m going for a more
pastel feel with gelato shades such as lemon yellow
and mint green. It’s very exciting to have another
room to decorate.

Every month we have a peek over a reader’s garden fence. Here’s
whatSianMabberley, from Nuneaton, Warwickshire, has to say

Muted colours chelp
create a relaxed feel 

Vintage-style accessories
make a focal point

The arbour was a bargain 
buy and the hens love it!

OUTDOOR LIVING

Sian’s blog www.siansvintagehome.wordpress.
com On Instagram @sians_vintage_home Want 
to tell us all about your garden? Get in touch 
with us at moderngardens@bauermedia.co.uk

“I’m in the garden
”

Having a room in the garden
takes the inside outside
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Fill this stylish rustic planter with your favourite flowers a
salad leaves for a SUMMER FEAST wherever y

WHAT YOU NEED

@ A tape measure and enough 18mm thick

marine plywood to create the following shapes:

Base 540 x 1040mm. For the planter section: 3 

x 540 x 600mm for the sides; 1 x 540 x 280mm 

for the half side. For the seat section: 1 x 540 x 

500mm for the seat top; 1 x 540 x 320mm for 

the front; 2 x 500 x 320mm for the sides

@�Plastic sheeting (old compost bags will do)

@�A heavy duty stapler and staples

@�Hammer and nails 

@�A tenon saw and (optional) jigsaw 

@�Phillips screwdriver and screws 

@�Two 2.5m x 10 x 10cm wooden posts  

@�Cladding (16mm wooden pallet boards  

are ideal) cut to fit 

@�Polystyrene and multi-purpose compost

@�Four 80mm integrated brake swivel wheels

WHAT TO DO

1 Draw the shapes out on the ply then cut to size. 

2 Staple thick plastic sheeting on the inside of the 
ply to retain compost moisture and help prolong
the life of the wood. Pierce the base for drainage.

3 Cut the posts into 4 x 55cm for the planter
section and 2 x 28cm lengths for the end of the
lower seat section, and screw the marine ply 
sections to them to create a frame. Allow the edge 
of the posts to overhang the base to allow for 
good drainage. Nail cladding to the outside.  

4 Screw four wheels into the posts at each corner 
of the bottom of the planter. 

5 Fill the bottom half of the box with polystyrene 
chunks for drainage, then top with compost. 

6 Plant up and keep well watered. 
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aised beds make it easy to look after 
your plants – no bending or stretching 
when you’re watering or weeding! And 
the beauty of our project is that it has 

wheels, so you can move it around to any part of 
your outdoor space. We’ve also added a seat so 
you can relax next to your blooming bed.

RAISED BED
Make a moveable

£1
70
.33



@

WHAT IT COST

2 x sheets of 1220 x 2440mm marine 
plywood £49.99 each www.wickes.com

4 x 80mm swivel wheels with rubber tyres 
£28.99 www.screwfix.com

2 x 2.5m x 10 x 10cm wooden posts 
£14.43 each www.wickes.com  

1kg x 50mm ringshank nails £3.74  

www.screwfix.com 
1 x 200-pack Screw-Tite PZ 

countersunk 50mm screws £4.27  
www.screwfix.com  

1 x 70-litre bag of multi-purpose 
compost £4.49 www.wickes.com 

TOTAL  £170.33
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1
Water well. Not enough causes 
plants to shrivel up and die, but 

too much makes roots rot. Plant
needs vary, so check the label, but as 
a rule plants in borders need a good 
soaking every week rather than a
gentle sprinkling every day. Bedding 
plants in pots rely on you for their
water, and compost dries out more
quickly in hot, sunny and windy
weather, so water twice a week until
liquid runs out of the pot. If there’s
a heatwave, then daily watering
is advisable. The exceptions are
lavender, rosemary and succulents,
which prefer dryer conditions, so
once a week is fine. 

3
When

planning what 

to put in your

pots, think not only

about what will look

pretty together but

what conditions each 

plant likes. Avoid

putting a moisture-

loving plant in with

one which likes a 

dryer soil. Also, check 

how much they will

spread, to prevent

over-crowding of 

neighbouring plants.

Plant labels will give

you this information.

Try pairing a pink

pelargonium with

thyme, as shown left.

Both thrive in full sun. 

The 10best tips for

2 Plants need

diferent 

amounts of 

sunlight, so check

the label – full 

sun (6+ hours), 

partial shade 

(3-6 hours), 

shade (less than

3 hours). 

SUMMER GARDEN 
LOVELINESS
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EASY IDEAS

7
Avoid planting in the wrong
soil. The type of soil you have

will affect whether a plant will grow
healthily or not. Some plants need
an acid soil, others an alkaline soil,
but most are happy with a neutral
one. Find out what you’ve got by
doing a soil test, using a pH testing
kit (from £3). Check the pH before
you start buying plants to avoid
making expensive mistakes.

8
Give your plants some tlc
because they need nutrients

to stay healthy – especially in
the peak growing season.  
If leaves are yellowing or
discolouring they may not be
getting what they need. Plants in
containers rely on you to provide
food, in the form of multi-purpose
compost. This contains enough
nutrients to last six weeks, but
needs topping up with an all-
purpose plant food. Plants in the
ground can be left to their own
devices but will benefit from a layer 
of compost or bagged manure on
the soil around them.

9
Use repetition for
a stylish design, since

buying just one or two of a
particular plant can create a
messy effect. Repetition of plants
throughout the garden or in a
corner really helps the design hang
together. Buy three of each plant,
or more depending on the size of
the patch you are planting and the
ultimate size of the plant.

5
Plant shopping is just the
same as any other kind, so

buy wisely. Faced with an array
of beautiful things, it’s tempting
to buy everything, whether it
suits your garden or not! Plan
your space and make a specific
shopping list of plants, then head
to your local garden centre or
plan an online session. If you’re
unsure about planting or care, ask
a member of staff.

6
Don’t peak too early. It
may be tempting to buy

the plant that’s in full bloom
because it looks so much prettier
than the other pots on sale but,
instead, choose one that has only
healthy, plump buds and green
foliage with no yellowing leaves.
This way, you’ll ensure the plants
peak in your garden rather than
at the garden centre.

Try not to ill your garden with plants that only 
look great in summer – choose plants that are 
interesting in other seasons too. Callicarpa 
bodinieri ‘Profusion’, has small lilac lowers in 

summer, purple berries in autumn and bronze foliage 
in spring. £12.99 www.crocus.co.uk

4

10 Don’t wait too l

after you buy. P

lobelia, pelargoniums a

begonias that you might

buying now will all do b

planted straight away. T

put any newly-bought p

into the soil or container

as you get home so they c

root. They’ll grow strong
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NEXT MONTH

Create your perfect outside space 
- no green fingers required!

PLUS THE 10 BEST WALL PLANTERS, 

BALCONY UPDATES & MUCH MORE!

ON SALE

25th
May

CREATE A COOK
OUT ZONE

Easy Ideas

FLAVOURED, FRAGRANT
LAVENDER SUGAR

CLEVER UPCYCLED
PARTY IDEAS

Simple makes

Grow and Eat
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Three of the best for smaller spaces

TIP Gooseberries contain a

healthy dose of natural setting 

agent, so you don’t need to

add any if making jam

P
lucked straight from the bush and 
popped in the freezer ready to add to a 
cool summer drink, or gently warmed 
with vanilla and sugar for a simple 

seasonal pudding, a punnet of freshly picked 
gooseberries is a foodie’s treat. In a few weeks, 
specialist greengrocers and farmers markets will 
be selling tubs of them, but if you love their 
month-puckering sharpness, it’s easy to plant a 
bush and grow some of your own. 
Gooseberries are the easiest of the summer 
berries to grow. A £9 plant, and a metre and a 
half of soil means bucketfuls of delicious berries 
on a bush that lasts forever, and gets bigger and 
better every year. Gooseberries are happy in 
trickier spots, growing in almost any situation. 
Modern gooseberry bushes are self-fertile and 
don’t need a similar plant close by to pollinate 
them, so you only need one bush to produce 
lots of fruit. Brilliant where space is short.
The fruits swell from tiny white flowers on 
woody shrubs that open in spring. They fill out 
during summer and then hang from the 
branches among the leaves. But be careful when 
you pick them, as the branches have spikes.
You can pick the ripe berries in June to cook 
with a spoonful of sugar, or leave them to ripen 

further on the branches for a few weeks until 
they are sweet enough to pull off and eat raw.  
A new gooseberry bush will produce a bowlful 
of berries the first summer, and 3-6kg (8-12lb) of 
fruit each summer after that.
The bright green gooseberries of Ribes ‘Invicta’ 
ripen early in summer. They have a fresh flavour 
that’s not too tart. Invicta is the most popular
variety to grow in the UK because it thrives even
in cold weather. 
Not all gooseberries are green. ‘Hinnonmäki’ has
sweet, yellow fruits with a sharp tang and a hint 
of apricot. They are ready to pick in July. 
For something extra special, try ruby-red ‘Pax’.  
It has big sweet fruits of brilliant crimson. 

PICKING

The best way to tell if gooseberries are ready to 
pick is to carefully squeeze one between your 
fingers. If it’s ripe it will feel firm but can be slightly 
squashed. The first berries to ripen in June will 
always be a bit sharp but are delicious to use in 
baking and crumbles or making into jellies and 
jams. By July the berries will be softer and sweeter. 
Prepare gooseberries by ‘topping and tailing’, 
nipping off the stalk at the top and the faded 
flower at the bottom.

GOOS BERRIES
Sharp and bright, gooseberries are a glorious fruit. DELICIOUS in 
drinks, tarts and ice-creams, they’re simple to grow, happy in a bit of 
shade and not fussy about soil – perfect for gardens big and small

‘XENIA’

Red fruits on thornless plants 
£17.99 for 3-litre potted plant 
www.thompson-morgan.com

‘HINNOMAKI RED’

Jewel-red berries, pretty against a
fence. £8.95 for 60cm high plant in pot

www.victoriananursery.co.uk

‘LADY SUN’

Big yellow fruit, thornless branches. 
£8.90 for 1.3-litre potted plant

www.blackmoor.co.uk
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GROW AND EAT

  

       
      
    

     

        HOW TO GROW
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PLANT NOW FOR 

SUMMER FRUIT
You can transfer gooseberry bushes from 
containers to the soil at any time apart 
from high summer, so now is ideal. You’ll 
be picking fruit in July. Autumn planting is 
even better if you can wait until next year to 
harvest as it gives the bush time to establish. 
Once the bush is happily settled it will 
provide glorious pickings for years, so give 
it an extra boost at planting time by adding 
compost to the soil.

Dig a hole that’s twice as deep and wide as 
the plant’s roots. Tip a 12-litre bag of John 
Innes no.2 compost into the hole, mixed 
with garden soil. Position the gooseberry 
bush in the hole, with the soil reaching the 
same place on the stem as it did when 
the bush was in its pot. Backfill  the gaps 
around the roots, firm in gently and soak 
with a full watering can of water. 

GROW AGAINST A FENCE

...for fruits that ripen more quickly and
are easier to pick as the branches are
more spread out, allowing the sun to
reach hanging fruits.
Fix horizontal training wires 1.5m (5ft)
long, at 20cm (8in) gaps against a fence.
Look for long flowering stems growing 
from the main stems and tie one branch 
to each wire. Use secateurs to cut off
branches that are growing away from the

SO EASY

 



       

        MAKE IT!
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GOOSEBERRY

& ELDERFLOWER

CAKE

MAKES A TWO-LAYER CAKE

YOU WILL NEED

2 deep, round cake tins, 20cm

diameter, greased and base-lined

INGREDIENTS

GOOSEBERRY COMPOTE

@�500g gooseberries

@�100-150g caster sugar

 

ELDERFLOWER SYRUP

@�75g caster sugar

@�75ml water

@�6-7 elderflowers

CAKE

@�6 eggs

@�180g caster sugar

@�180g plain flour

@�90g unsalted butter, melted

@�8 tbsp elderflower syrup

@�Icing sugar, to dust (for 

decoration)

 

CREAM

@�100ml double cream

@�4 tbsp elderflower syrup

WHAT TO DO

1 For the compote, put the gooseberries
and 100g of the sugar in a saucepan with
a splash of water and bring to a simmer,
stirring to dissolve the sugar. Cook over
a medium-low heat until the fruit is soft,
then push through a sieve into a bowl.
Add more sugar to taste and 
leave to cool.

2 For the flower syrup, follow the method
on the right.

3 For the cake, preheat the oven
to 180°C.

4 Whisk the eggs and sugar together
(this should be done using a stand mixer
or electric beaters for best effect) until
a little mix trickled over the surface
leaves a trail, and the mixture has at least
doubled in volume.

5 Sift in half the flour and fold in. Sift in 
the rest of the flour and fold in. Finally, 
trickle the melted butter into the batter, 
folding as you go to minimise the loss 
of volume, and continue folding until 
everything is incorporated. 

6 Divide between the two tins and bake 
for 25-30 minutes until golden and firm 
to the touch. Do not open the oven door 
before 25 minutes have elapsed or the 
cake will sink. 

7 Remove from the oven and turn 
over on to a wire rack, but leave the 
tins over the top of the sponges for 10 
minutes, then remove them. Once cool, 
drizzle each sponge with 4 tbsp of the 
elderflower syrup.

8 For the cream, whisk the cream  
and syrup together until stiff enough  
to spread.

TO ASSEMBLE

@�Spread the compote and then the 
cream over one layer of sponge. 
@ Carefully place the other sponge  
on top and dust with icing sugar just 
before serving.

FLOWER SYRUP  

INGREDIENTS 

@�50g caster sugar

@�50ml water

@�good handful of rose flowers/�

lavender flowers/sweet violet flowers/

elderflowers/lemon verbena leaves/

scented pelargonium leaves

WHAT TO DO

1 Put the sugar and water in a small 
saucepan over a medium heat and stir to 
dissolve the sugar.

2 Bring to the boil, and simmer for  
5 minutes. 

3 Take the pan off the heat and add the 
flowers/leaves in your recipe, stirring 
to coat them in syrup and release their 
natural oils. Leave, covered, to infuse
and cool for at least half an hour.

TIP Delicate elderlower 

stems make a pretty

decoration. Pick a few extra 

to put in small, slender vases
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    MAKE IT!

@�Taken from
Grow Your 

Own Cake by
Holly Farrell.
Frances
Lincoln,
£16.99.

SIMPLE COMPOTE
Pop a few gooseberries in a pan with a
spoonful of sugar. Simmer until the skins
burst. They’re delicious with...

@�Honey – swirl a spoonful into warm fruit.
@�Ginger – grate fresh ginger in with  
the sugar.
@�Elderflowers – drop a flowerhead into
the pan.
@�Almonds – toast, dice and scatter on top.
@�Hazelnuts – coarsely chop and scatter
over the fruit for a quick pud.

LAZY SUNDAE

INGREDIENTS (for four) 

@�500g sweet, soft gooseberries

@�500ml tub frozen yogurt

@�Elderflower cordial (optional)

WHAT TO DO
1 Alternate layers of frozen yogurt 
and fruit in a glass and fill to the brim. 
Lick’s fat-free Strawberry & Elderflower 
creamy frozen yogurt tastes great with 
gooseberries.

2 Drizzle over a little elderflower cordial 
(undiluted).
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 TIP Stick to one colour or 

mix green, red and yellow 

gooseberries for extra pizzazz

GOOSEBERRY

CLAFOUTIS

INGREDIENTS 

@�350g gooseberries

@�30g butter

@�60g caster sugar

@�3 eggs

@�60g plain flour

@�1/2 tsp. baking powder

@�300ml milk

WHAT TO DO

1 Heat the oven to 180°C. Top and tail the 
gooseberries and scatter them into a 20cm 
non-stick fluted baking tin. Put this in the 
oven for 5 minutes to soften the fruit.

2 Melt the butter in a saucepan. Let it cool, 
then whisk it together with the eggs, flour 
and milk.

3 Remove the gooseberries and warm tin 
from the oven and pour the batter over.

4 Bake for 30-35 minutes. The clafoutis 
should set but still have a slight wobble. 
Serve warm.

        MAKE IT!

CHOCOLATE-

DIPPED BERRIES

INGREDIENTS 

@�500g gooseberries @�200g dark

chocolate @�Chopped almonds
 
WHAT TO DO

1 Put some water to boil in a saucepan.
2 Break chocolate into a heatproof bowl
over the pan, not touching the water. Stir. 
3 Dip each fruit by the stalk into the
chocolate once melted. Roll in the
almonds. Let set on greaseproof paper.

        MAKE IT!

SUMMER BERRY

FRUIT SALAD

INGREDIENTS 

FOR THE SYRUP

@�100g caster sugar

@�250ml water

@�200g strawberries

@�200g raspberries

@�200g redcurrants

@�200g blackberries

@�100g gooseberries

WHAT TO DO

1 Make a simple syrup by melting the 
sugar into the water in a pan, stirring 
until it dissolves over a gentle heat.

2 Tip the fruit into a sieve and rinse. 
Hull and quarter the strawberries and 
top and tail the gooseberries, but 
leave them whole. Put all the fruit in 
a bowl.

3 Pour over the cool syrup and scatter 
with violas or other edible flowers.

        MAKE IT!



NO MORE

SLIP UPS!

ANTI-SLIP DECKING OIL: Highest quality top coat for wood decking

Call us

01296 481220

Learn more

osmouk.com

MICROPOROUS  | NATURAL  | SLIP-RESISTANT  | OIL-BASED | HIGH COVERAGE

9 9 9 9 9

NATURALLY BEAUTIFUL

FREE

DELIVERY

MADE IN

THE UK

MADE TO

MEASURE
15 YEARS

GUARANTEE

QUICK

& EASY

SHOP ONLINE NOW
free gloves with code:

FREEMG

Made in Britain from organic, sustainably sourced timber. Create beautiful, strong and long lasting 

planters for your garden; in any shape or size from our lightweight and easy to assemble BlocX.

www.woodblocx.co.uk
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SUBSCRIPTION OFFER

GIFT 
WORTH

£12.95

Easy ways to pay
12 ISSUES BY ANNUAL 
DIRECT DEBIT FOR 
£25 WITH SOPHIE 
CONRAN GIFT

or 12 ISSUES BY 
CREDIT/DEBIT CARD 
OR PAYPAL FOR  
£30 WITH SOPHIE 
CONRAN GIFT

SUBSCRIBE TO 

Get Modern Gardens 
delivered every month to 
your home and save over 

£20 a year on shop prices, 
plus we’ll send you this set of 
Sophie Conran tealight holders 
as a welcome gift.

The four holders, in blue and 
chalk, feature an elegant allium 
bloom pattern punched out to 
reveal the flickering candlelight. 
These delightful holders make 
an attractive addition to any 
summer evening spent out in 
your garden.

AND 
RECEIVE 
SOPHIE 
CONRAN 
TEALIGHT  
HOLDERS
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Subscribe securely online
www.greatmagazines.co.uk/moderngardens

or call our order line on 01858 438884
Lines open Mon-Fri 8am-9.30pm, Sat 8am-4pm

Quote offer code ECAA

@ SAVEOVER £20 ON
SHOP PRICES

@�NEVER MISS AN
ISSUE WITH EACH COPY
DELIVERED FREE TO
YOUR DOOR

@�GET THIS BEAUTIFUL COMPLIMENTARY WELCOME GIFT

Subscribe today

Terms & Conditions Subscriptions will start with the next available issue. The minimum term is 12 months. Payments by Direct Debit payments will continue
to be taken unless you tell us otherwise. This offer closes on 28 June 2016. Please allow 28 days for the delivery of your gift. This offer cannot be used in 

conjunction with any other offer. Cost from landlines for 01 numbers per minute are (approximately) 2p to 10p. Cost from mobiles per minute 
(approximately) 10p to 40p. Costs vary depending on the geographical location in the UK. You may get free calls to some numbers as part of your call 

package – please check with your phone provider. Order lines open 8am-9.30pm (Mon-Fri), 8am-4pm (Sat). UK orders only. Overseas? Phone +44 1858 
438828. Calls may be monitored or recorded for training purposes. 

For full terms and conditions please visit http://www.greatmagazines.co.uk/offer-terms-and-conditions

Welcome
 

 to Modern

Gardens magazine.  
Our mission  
is to help you 
create a perfect 

outside space – without it costing the 
earth, or requiring green fingers! This 
summer we’re focusing on enjoying 
your garden to the max, with ideas for 
outdoor entertaining, beautiful, lasting 
hanging baskets and creating a water 
feature. Each issue is packed with real 
reader gardens, simple upcycling 
projects, easy ideas and shopping trends. 

If you want to enjoy your garden
more this summer, subscribe today.
Get Modern Gardens delivered
and receive a beautiful free gift too!

Fiona Cumberpatch Editor

Fiona



SAY IT WITH TREES 
Woodland Trust tree and woodland 
dedications last years while helping 

UK woods and wildlife.  
woodlandtrust.org.uk/

specialdedications 

THICK ALPACA 
WALKING SOCKS 

Perfect for gardening. £18 per pair
Perilla.co.uk

01886 853 615

WHO IS VISITING YOUR GARDEN? 
Learn about the birds and wildlife 

visiting your garden with the Garden 
BirdWatch recording project. 

www.bto.org/gbw 

HONEYSUCKLE,
Blooms all summer

No work required, perfect love for 
Father’s Day! 

www.treesdirect.co.uk 
Tel. 01584 878878

THE WORLD’S HOTTEST CHILLI 
PLANT COLLECTION

4 potted plants only £14.95 including 
Carolina Reaper the world’s hottest!

www.dtbrownseeds.co.uk

WHEEL OF FORTUNE
Includes six compartments- ideal for 

growing herbs and small plants!
www.grangefen.co.uk

SUPA AQUATICS 
This wild bird feeder is sure to 

please, excellent gift, easy on the eye 
and still a very functional bird feeder 

 sales@supa-aquatics.co.uk 
www.supa-aquatics.co.uk

BBQ KING 
All he needs for a sizzling summer in 
a smart, weather-proof carry case!  

wwww.fallenfruits.co.uk

DIY HERO
A superior quality 18V cordless drill, 
delivering the power and endurance 
essential for your man of the house.  

www.drapertools.com
Stock no. 82099 

Gift Ideas for Father’s Day



THE HEALTHY BACK BAG
COMPANY

Earth Healthy Back Bag RRP
£65, for 10% OFF use code

‘HBBGARDEN’ at
www.thehealthybackbag.co.uk

THE TEN SQUARED PRINT BOX 
is the perfect Father’s Day gift. It’s 

fun, high quality, easy to create and 
start at £8.33!

www.onevisionimaging.com/
ten-squared

ISLAND COTTAGE HOLIDAYS
Isle of Wight and Dorset Holiday 

Cottages in wonderful coastal and 
rural locations 

www.islandcottageholidays.com 
01929 481555

TRADITIONAL GARDEN TOOLS
The Chillington Range of Hoes and

Garden Tools can now be purchased
online at

www.Chillingtontoolsonline.co.uk
or ring for a brochure on

01902 826826

BOSS TOOLS MULTI WEEDA
The perfect tool for removing 

problematic weeds - easily extracts 
both the weed top and root ball. 

Available in blue, pink or red.
www.bosstools.co.uk 

01789 764848

PERSONALISED PHOTO
ROCK SLATE

Send us a picture and/or message
of your choice and let us create your

perfect father’s day gift.
Starting from £6.50 (+£2.99p&p)

www.myfunprintz.co.uk
01427 617106

FEED THE BIRDS
Apollo 5 Port Seed Feeder 

These seed feeders help to make 
bird feeding even easier - £22.95 

 CJ Wildlife
www.birdfood.co.uk

For a wide selection of incredibly 
distinctive retro motoring clothing 

and other gift ideas.
Free UK postage.

Visit: www.hotfuel.co.uk

WANDERING AENGUS TREKS 
Self-guided short breaks and 

holidays on your doorstep
Freedom to Roam

www.WAtreks.com

Advertisement Feature
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R
eap the rewards, year after year, with this 
five-strong collection of popular 
perennials. Although they die back in 
winter, they will emerge each spring, 

larger and more beautiful than before. 
We offer you only the best varieties and, even 

better, with this offer you can treat yourself to 
any three plants for the price of two! 
@ Perennials return each spring to fill your 
garden with colour 
@ Plant them in groups in your flower beds and 
borders for maximum effect 
@ Go for a cool colour theme by choosing the 
centaurea, lavender and clematis 
@ All five look good in pots and containers 
@ Buy any three potted plants from this selection 
and only pay for two. The cheapest is free

Fill your pots and flower beds with the plants 
that keep on giving – perennials! Choose your 
own GARDEN STARS with our special ofer

ENJOY A NEW SHOW EVERY

SUMMER

WE LOVE PERENNIALS!
I love easy care plants that come back every 
year. They’re the ideal choice for busy people 
who don’t have hours to spend in the garden. 
This collection contains all my favourites in

colours which co-ordinate. The clematis is a winner because 
it blooms continuously through summer. Pair with a zinc tub 
and the deep purple-blue of the petals really sings. For the 
sweetest fragrance, I love lily of the valley and lavender. And 
for a pop of colour, diascia looks great against a painted shed 
or standing on a deck in a hot pink pot. 

Buy 3 
for the 
price 
of 2
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Centaurea ‘Amethyst in Snow’

Lily of the Valley

Lavender ‘Hidcote’

Clematis ‘Angelique’

Diascia – Sundiascia Rose Pink

An enchanting hardy perennial, presenting a
subtle palette of colour year after year. In May
and June it produces richly-scented, bell-shaped
white flowers which hang in arching spikes
above dark green leaves. It spreads quickly and
is a superb ground cover for a shady border or
woodland garden.
Height 20cm(8in) Spread 30-60cm(1-2ft)

READER OFFER

HOWTO
ORDER
@GO ONLINE at
www.suttons.co.uk/MG616

@CALL 0844 326 2200 quoting
MG616 Calls cost 5p per minute,
plus your network’s standard acce
charge.

@ BY POST simply fill in the form and post it to the
address below, with your payment by cheque (made
payable to Suttons), or fill in your card details.

T&CS:Orders shipped within seven working days. Offer closes 30 June 2016.
This offer is subject to availability and in the event that it is oversubscribed, we
reserve the right to send suitable substitutes. Please note that your contract for
supply of goods is with Suttons Seeds, Woodview Road, Paignton, Devon
TQ4 7NG. Tel 0844 326 2200.

Diascia will flower 
all summer and 
into the autumn

ORDER FORM
Please fill in and send (with your payment) to:
Modern Gardens, Reader Offer MG616 - Suttons Seeds,
Woodview Road, Paignton Devon, TQ4 7NG

Title ............................................................. Initial ...............................

Surname ................................................................................................

Address .................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................

........................................ Postcode .....................................................

Email .......................................................................................................

Payment details
I enclose a cheque for £Q Q Q Q made payable to
YouGarden with my name and address on the back. Or
debit my VisaQ MastercardQ Maestro Q

Card NumberQ Q Q QQ Q Q QQ Q Q QQ Q Q Q

Start DateQ Q /Q Q Expiry DateQ Q /Q Q

Security codeQ Q Q Maestro Issue NoQ Q

Signature ..............................................................................................

Code Description Price Qty Total

244531
Centaurea
‘Amethyst in 
Snow’

£8.99

254405 Lily of the Valley £9.99

227251 Lavender
‘Hidcote’ £7.99

253360 Clematis
‘Angelique’ £9.99

233851
Diascia - 
Sundiascia Rose 
Pink

£7.99

Postage (per order) £4.99

OFFER: Buy any 3 fror the price of 2 (cheapest is free) 

Total £

Pale lilac-blue single flowers with contrasting
light brown fronds (anthers) in the centre, these
irresistible plants produce blooms from ground
level upwards. They just keep on flowering from
May, often through to October! And they’re
easy to care for. This one is perfect for pots,
with some canes for support. Height 1.5-2m  
(4ft 11in-6ft 7in) Spread 90cm (2ft 11in)

No summer garden should be without this
traditional favourite! A compact variety of
the ever-popular English lavender, its dense,
intensely aromatic, silver-grey foliage is covered,
from late June in summer, with spikes of sweetly
fragrant, deep violet flowers. It’s a favourite
with bees.
Height 50cm (20in) Spread 75cm (30in)

Attractive silvery-green foliage is topped, in
June and July, with a profusion of blooms with
snowy white petals surrounding a deep amethyst
centre. The flowers measure up to 6cm (2in) in
diameter. These plants are ideal for cutting, to
bring into your home, both for fresh and dried
flower arrangements.
Height 50cm (20in) Spread 1m (3ft 4in)

A new type of diascia that is fully hardy, so
will survive from year to year. It is the first
perennial diascia and flowers profusely for
months on end, from June to the first frosts.
Flower stems are upright and strong-growing,
with numerous blooms per stem. They’re ideal for
borders or patio containers.
Height 45cm (18in) Spread 30-45cm (12-18in) 



WE LOVE THESE PLANTS!
I’m a huge fan of these stunning, claw-like 
Kangaroo Paws, with their velvety petals and 
long green leaves. They’re easy to grow in 
borders or pots and do well in a variety of soil 

types – although they prefer well-drained, slightly acidic  
soil and a nice sunny spot. Team them with the happy,  
bright looking Garvinea in the lovely bold planters we  
have on offer and your outside space will be a blaze of 
colour all summer long. Editor, Fiona

BUSH 
TENACITY

BUSH PEARL

BUSH INFERNO

SAVE
£10

Bursting with vibrant, striking flowers, this 
Australian favourite will give your garden  
or patio area an EXOTIC TWIST 

COLOUR
FILL YOUR GARDEN WITH 
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HOWTOORDER
@GO ONLINE at www.YouGarden.com/RMG101

@CALL 0844 6 569 569 quoting RMG101.

Calls cost 5p/min plus your network’s access charge.

@ BY POST Simply fill in the coupon and post to: Offer RMG101,

YouGarden, PO Box 637, Wetherby Road, York YO26 0DQ

T&CS: Orders shipped within seven working days. Offer closes 30 June 2016. Contract for supply of 
these goods is with YouGarden Ltd, Eventus House, Sunderland Road, Market Deeping PE6 8FD. 
This offer is subject to availability and in the event that it is oversubscribed, we reserve the right to 
send suitable substitutes. Tel  0844 6 569 569. 

More fantastic o�ers!

Bright & bold planters
Show off your new patio plants with this set of four planters,
priced at just £9.99. Made from strong, weatherproof plastic,
you’ll get one each of four zingy ‘Starburst’ colours.

ORDER FORM
Please fill in and send (with your payment) to:

Modern Gardens Reader Offer, YouGarden, PO Box 637,

Wetherby Road, York YO26 0DQ

Title .......................................................................... Initial ...........................................

Surname .........................................................................................................................

Address ...........................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................

............................................... Postcode ........................................................................

Email ................................................................................................................................

Payment details

I enclose a cheque for £Q�Q�Q�Q made payable to YouGarden

with my name and address on the back. Or debit my

VisaQ MastercardQ Maestro Q

Card NumberQ Q Q QQ Q Q QQ Q Q QQ�Q�Q�Q

Start DateQ Q /Q Q Expiry DateQ Q /Q Q

Security codeQ Q Q Maestro Issue NoQ�Q

Signature ........................................................................................................................

READER OFFER

Code Size Price Qty Total

560233
Kangaroo Paws ‘Bush
Gems’ Collection – all
3 plants (save £10!)

£19.99

560047
Hardy Gerbera Garvinea 
‘Sweet’ Collection £9.99

130139
Bright & Bold Planters
– set of 4 £9.99

RMG101 P&P £6.99 Total £

You’ll get one of each variety:
@  BUSH PEARL Vivid fuchsia-pink

@  BUSH TENACITY Fiery yellow-orange

@  BUSH INFERNO Deep blood-red

O
ne glance at Kangaroo Paws and it’s easy to see  
how Anigozanthos got its common name, as each of the 
tall stems is smothered with vivid, striking, paw- 
shaped flower heads. These brightly-coloured plants, 

hailing from Australia, will thrive in your garden for years. The lush, 
sword-like foliage looks great in a sunny border or a patio container 
even when the plant is not in flower. 
 
‘Bush Gems’ collection  
Take advantage of our reader offer, using code RMG101 to save  
£10 off the usual price of £29.99, and receive a collection of all three 
‘Bush Gems’ for £19.99. They’ll give fabulous displays right through 
summer, and again through autumn. All are supplied in flower. 

Set of 

4

Garvinia ‘Sweet’ Collection
The world’s first hardy gerbera, these popular flowers are now
available as a garden perennial. Perfect for pots or raised beds,
these bright and colourful, yet super-tough plants give an
amazing five months of colour from spring to autumn, and will
return year after year. Buy the ‘Sweet’ Collection for just £9.99
and you’ll get one each of the three colours shown below.



GAR OTEB OK

BULBS THAT NEED
TO BE PLANTED IN

AUTUMN

@ dafodils @ tulips

@ alliums @ fritillaria

@muscari

@hyacinths
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TYPES OF COMPOST
Multi-purpose compost: a general-

purpose compost for lots of jobs 

Mature plant compost: perfect for
containers and adding to the planting hole
of trees and bigger shrubs, it’s often called

‘John Innes No. 3’ compost

Potting on compost: perfect for potting
small plants into larger containers, it's

often called ‘John Innes No. 2’ compost

Seed compost: gritty compost
ideal for germinating seeds

If you scatter these
seeds in spring they

will lower
by summer

sweet peas
love-in-a-mist
snapdragons

cosmos
sunflowers
nasturtiums

zinnia

Our simple guide tells you all you need to know to get started outside

Pests

A well-grown plant will
usually shrug off attacks,

but young plants are more
vulnerable. Trap slugs in
jars half-filled with beer
and sunk into the soil,
or use environmentally

friendly slug pellets.
Aphids can be blasted away

with a strong jet of water.

How to plant
up a pot
Use a ‘crock’ (a piece of

old broken pot) to cover

the hole in the base of

the pot before illing it

up with compost. Use

your hands to make

holes and drop the

plants in. Pat down

gently and drench the

soil with water. It will

run out of the hole in

the bottom of the pot

when the compost is

completely saturated.

Plug plants

Small plants with small
rootballs, less than 10cm high,
that can be popped straight
into the soil or a pot.



BASIL

CORIANDER

MARJORAM

FRENCH TARRAGON

Windowsill

herbs
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Pruning is simply a way of keeping
plants looking their best and
removing any dead stems. It makes
some plants produce more flowers
or fruits. It also prevents them from
outgrowing their space. Use sharp
secateurs to make an easy and tidy
job of cutting the stems back. Trees
and woody shrubs can be trimmed
back in winter when they are not
growing. Prune flowering shrubs and
plants in autumn or early spring.

Pruning

POT SIZE QUANTITY OF
COMPOST

13CM 1LITRE

15CM 1.5L

17CM 2L

20CM 7.5L

26CM 15L

30CM 25L

How much compost will fill my pot?
A plant pot's diameter is marked on the base.
A bag of compost will have its volume on it.

DISCLAIMER: It is the sole responsibility of any person(s) using the information/advice contained within Modern Gardens that their level of competence is appropriate
for the task they want to complete. Modern Gardens will not be held responsible for any injury due to the misuse or misunderstanding of any DIY project.

Perennial a plant that lives for more than

two years (usually a lot more).

Annual a plant that completes its whole life cycle in

one year, germinating from seed, growing and lowering

within 12 months.

Biennial a plant that lives for two years, growing leaves

in the irst year and lowering in the second.

Hardy will survive temperatures below freezing.

Half-hardy needs to be brought into a porch or put on

a windowsill during very cold weather.

Tender won’t survive temperatures below freezing.

On the information label

How to plant in the soil
Dig a hole twice as deep and wide as the plant’s
rootball, and position the plant in the hole so the
top of the compost is level with the garden soil.
Backfill and drench with a full can of water. 

IN THE SOIL

Drench the soil around a flower with a

full watering can of water immediately

after planting. After this, you should

only water if the weather is very hot

and then use another full can.

IN A POT

Soak a newly planted pot (of any size)

until water runs out of the base hole. 

As the plants start to grow, use your

finger to check if the compost is damp.

If it's not, water again until you can see

water escaping from the base. Smaller

pots need watering more frequently.

How much

should I water?
OUTDOOR 
HERBS

ROSEMARY

THYME

MINT

SAGE

PARSLEY



Plant Supports (UK)
Ltd are proud to

supply totally British,
Robust supports
not only for the

Herbaceous and
Shrub borders

but also for the
vegetable garden.

Tel: 01584 781578
Email: sales@plantsupports.co.uk
Website: www.plantsupports.co.uk

Totally British made

Order online entering promotional code mod2016 to receive a 10% discount

Holmes Chapel Road, Over Peover, 

Knutsford, Cheshire. WA16 9RA 

Telephone: 0800 046 7443   sales@chrysanthemumsdirect.co.uk    
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2016 Catalogue available online QRZ or, 
contact us to receive your FREE paper copy. 

 

The widest range available to U.K. growers 
with over 470 varieties, for the garden and 

exhibition, all grown from clean stock on our 
nursery in Cheshire.�

Green Goddess, 

the classic green 

Chrysanthemum  

WASTING MONEY

ON BEDS THAT

DON’T LAST!!!

For your dog or cat to benei t from the 
best bean bed available - CALL US!!

We provide expert advice and after-sales 
care, using top-quality materials to of er 
a i rst-class bespoke service.

t�6OJRVF�EFTJHO
t�5IFSBQFVUJD
t�/P�PEPVS
t�5XP�ZFBS�HVBSBOUFF

www.barkaparka.com
enquiries@barkaparka.com

Freephone: 0800 096 2443 Tel/Fax: +44(0)1458 211040
BARKA PARKA BEAN BEDS (Est 1979)

STOP

Celebrating
our 30th 

anniversary back 
in the UK

STREPTOCARPUS, SAINTPAULIAS
AND UNUSUAL HOUSEPLANTS

For your FREE colour
catalogue which includes

new Streptocarpus
varieties for 2016, Achimenes,
Begonias, Primulina, Coleus

and exotic houseplants.
Please telephone or write to:-
Dibleys Nurseries, Dept GN, Llanelidan, Ruthin, 

Denbighshire LL15 2LG
Tel: 01978 790677 www.dibleys.com



Call now, or visit our inspirational website

www.conservatoryblinds.co.uk
0800 071 88 88

 2
5%
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pure elegance
 Protect furniture from

fading, and help control heat & glare

conservatory
BLINDS limited
Britain’s favourite family-owned specialists

Versatile pure™ pleated blinds, with fully washable specialist Solar 

Design™ fabrics (Main picture).

Stunning pure™ pinoleum blinds create a dappled shade, available 

with a choice of Farrow & Ball™ wood weaves (Inset).

Aquaplancton
Pond Before Pond After

Voted Home and Garden “Product of the Year”
Aquaplancton has been clearing ponds of blanket weed, duckweed, algae, green water, 
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website www.aquaplancton.co.uk Tel: 01298 214003

Inspiration, beauty combined...

www.classicroses.co.uk    01953 454707
London Road    Attleborough    Norfolk    NR17 1AY

Container Roses     Garden Centre     New Website
Please quote ‘MGAR16’ when ordering a catalogue or placing an order. 

‘Remember Me’

OUR ROSES ARE

NOW AVAILABLE

TO POST DIRECTLY

TO YOU OR A FRIEND

See our NEW website

www.jonestherose.co.uk
or ring 01829 740663

POTTED

ROSES POSTED 

TO YOU!



EASY IDEAS

Every issue we share a picture of a garden we love. This pretty courtyard  
mixes heady scents with natural colours and interesting textures 

OUR GARDEN CRUSH 

EASY IDEAS

A simple bistro set invites 
relaxation – a place to 
pause on a hot summer day.

T
his courtyard garden in 
Guernsey was designed by 
Debbie Roberts of Acres 
Wild (www.acreswild.co.uk). 

Her clients asked her to create a space 
with English country garden character 
and a French twist.

“I wanted the design to be evocative 
of a French public square.” says 
Debbie. “The bistro table and chairs 
invite you to take in the heady 
atmosphere created by scented roses, 
lavender and nepeta (also known  
as catmint).”

The courtyard sits against a glass link 
extension. Towards the rear Debbie 
created an area laid with Breedon Gravel, 
which has a mellow, golden tone and is 
quarried from limestone. A plane tree, 
which will eventually be pollarded (a 
pruning technique that keeps trees 
smaller than they’d naturally grow) forms 
the focus of this space. 

Debbie chose exotic-looking 
agapanthus (often seen in coastal 
gardens) to line the edge of the glazed 
part of the house. With statuesque 
stems and striking globes of bright 
blue flowers which bloom from late 
summer, these popular plants can be 
admired from both inside and outside.

The path leading into the courtyard
was paved with reclaimed York stone
which has a weathered, worn surface, and
has been laid in a traditional pattern. On
the right side of the path Debbie planted
a magnolia tree, which produces
beautiful waxy, star-shaped flowers in
spring and summer. She also planted
salvia, centranthus, hardy geraniums,
which flower for months, and delicate
astrantia which has tiny, disc-like flowers
and is a cottage garden favourite. This
riot of flowers in differing shapes and
co-ordinating tones pairs well with the
hard edges of the stone and the mellow
colour of the gravel. “The planting, while
English in character has a windswept and
coastal flavour with a touch of tender
exotica giving a hint of Brittany and
French elegance,” says Debbie. 

130   M O D E R N  G A R D E N S  J U N E 2 0 1 6

Centranthus
has dense
clusters of
fragrant flowers

Site catmint where 
brushing past will 
release its scent.
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Introducing Callistemon ‘Kings Park’ – a
simply beautiful evergreen tree that will
explode with incredible firework-like ‘bottle-
brush’ blooms in early summer each year!

Available here in eye-catching ‘standard’ 
form, the fl owering head is held on a
strong stem, well above your other
plants – an incredible visual
statement that makes your garden
stand out from the crowd!

Perfect for growing in patio pots, and the
foliage has a refreshing lemon citrus scent
that will fi ll the air when you brush past or
crush the leaves – AND attract all manner of
friendly insects and pollinators!

Originally from Australia and commonly
grown across the Mediterranean, these
complete beauties are even UK winter hardy
down to -4°C! Stock is strictly limited, so
order now!

— INTRODUCING —

CALLISTEMON KINGS PARK

Breathtaking
Lemon-Scented 

‘Bottle Brush’ Tree

 Makes
an incredible
visual
statement
 Refreshing lemon-
scented foliage
 Perfect for growing
in patio pots
 Attracts friendly
insects and pollinators
 Supp    1 metre
tall potted tree

Please tick here if you would prefer not to receive offers other than from us.
Yes, I would like to sign-up to the FREE YouGarden Newsletter.

© YouGarden Limited 2016.

YOUR DELIVERY DETAILS 

Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss Initial    Surname

Address

Postcode

Email

Tel.

YOUR PAYMENT DETAILS
I enclose cheque/PO payable to
YouGarden (name & address on back) for £————————————————
Or charge my Visa / Mastercard / Maestro card number:

Start Date Expiry Date Issue No. Security Code

1  If you’re not totally happy with your order, return it 
within 30 days and we’ll replace or refund in full.

2  Should any hardy plants fail to thrive thereafter, we’ll 
replace free of charge. You just pay the P&P.

Peter McDermott, Head Gardener

OUR DOUBLE GUARANTEE TO YOU

— AD CODE —

MG102

UK WINTER

HARDY TO 

-4ºC

Nectar laden blooms attract
friendly garden pollinators

Pot not included

NEW ‘BLOOMING FAST’

Fish Blood & Bone
Nature’s way to feed your plants! 

Relied upon by generations of 
gardeners, this multi-purpose feed is 
ideal for use all around your garden.

1.5KG TUB – ONLY £6.99

CARBON STEEL

Bypass Secateurs
Spring-loaded for easy use with 

rubber ‘comfort-grip’ handles and 
locking mechanism for safe storage.

2 PAIRS – ONLY £7.98

SAVE £15 WHEN YOU BUY 2

BONUS OFFER
Trachycarpus
Hardy Fan Palm
Trachycarpus easily
survives past -10ºC, ideal
for the British climate!
Its deep-green, tough,
fan-shaped leaves produce
wonderful shadows on your
patio or lawn, making this
exotic beauty a brilliant
centrepiece wherever you
plant it. Supplied potted,
80-100cm tall.

ONLY £19.99Trachycarpus... perfect for
the British climate

YOUR ORDER DETAILS

Delivery to UK Mainland only. A £6.00 surcharge
will apply to the following postcode areas: AB, BT,
DD8-11, GY, HS, IM, IV, JE, KA27-28, KW, PA20-80,
PH19-50, TR21-25 & ZE. See website for full details.

YOU SAVE £15
17£ 

.49
Only

Each
+PP&I

GREAT VALUE!

Callistemon ‘Kings Park’ Standard
1m Tall Potted Tree – Just £24.99 Each

BUY 2 FOR £34.98 SAVE £15.00!

Item Description Price Qty Subtotal

680093 1m Tall ‘Standard’ Callistemon in a large pot £24.99

BUY 2 – JUST £17.49 EACH! SAVE £15.00  £34.98

These special offers go perfectly with your Standard Callistemon

680063 Trachycarpus Hardy Fan Palm 80-100cm Tall £19.99

100046 NEW Blooming Fast Fish Blood & Bone 1.5kg Tub £6.99

120033 Bypass Secateurs Pruners Double Pack £7.99

Join the YouGarden Club today and
820001 SAVE 10% ON EVERY ORDER! £10.00

Wa

Deduct 10% (10p in every £1) if you joined the YouGarden Club

Add PP&I £6.99

TOTAL
ORDER
VALUE

3 EASY WAYS TO ORDER NOW!

1 Visit YouGarden.com/MG102

2  Phone 0844 6 569 569
 Calls cost 5p per min plus your network’s access charge. 

3 By post using coupon below
  Offer MG102, YouGarden, PO Box 637, Wetherby Road, York YO26 0DQ

Offer available while stocks last. © YouGarden Ltd 2016

USE CODE 

MG102



Perfect Patio Cherries
Pick your own delicious fruit

from a pot on the patio!

Code Item Description Price Qty Total

VJ11676
Patio Cherry Tree

£9.99
9cm Potted plant WAS £12.99

VJ18293P
2x Patio Cherry Tree

£13.98
9cm Potted plant WAS £25.98

VJ43379P
Patio Orchard Collection

£29.95
5x 9cm Potted plants  WAS £64.95

V60329P Patio Pot (30cm) and saucer, 2 pack - SAVE £5 £14.98

VJ58292 Incredicrop® Fertiliser – 100g £4.99

VJ58294  Incredicrop® Fertiliser – 750g £12.99

P&P £3.95

Grand Total

ORDER FORM (BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE) Please send to: Van Meuwen VSOP840, Admail ADM3952, Spalding PE11 1ZZ

Please tick this box if you do not wish to receive offers from carefully selected companies.
By supplying your email address you give us consent to email you special
offers from Van Meuwen. We will not pass your email address to a third party.
Full terms and conditions are available on request or on our website at
www.vanmeuwen.com. ©Van Meuwen 2016.

Email

I enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to ‘Van Meuwen’ for £        

Name

Address  

Postcode

Telephone

Order Code

VSOP840
Please turn your card over and write the last 3 numbers from the signature strip.CSV

Cardholder’s name Expiry Date                  /  

Please debit my: Visa  Mastercard  Maestro

FREE 2016 
Plant, Seed and 
Bulb Catalogue

Out Now!
Please send me 

my free copy

or request online.
{ tick box }

Perfect for Patios or balconies
Bumper crops in July
Sweet and juicy fruit

Enjoy up to 400%
more fruit!

£9.99
PER TREE
WAS £ . 9

Grows
to only
1metre
(3ft 3'')
high

Delicate spring cherry blossom followed by a mass of delicious fruit in
July! Cherry Sylvia is a specially bred dwarf variety, producing a mass

of juicy cherries on stems reaching only 1m (3’ 3”) tall; just perfect
for the patio! Supplied in 9cm pots, 30-40cm (12-16”) in height.

Patio pot not supplied. This particular variety is self-fertile however a
larger crop can be achieved by planting in groups or cross-pollinating

with other varieties.
9cm potted plants delivered in May/June.

Perfect for your Dwarf Trees,
this durable pot stands

30cm (12”) tall and 38cm
(15”) wide. A brushed 

metal fi nish, lattice design
and a large saucer, ideal for all

of your patio favourites.
2 Pack £14.98

Patio Pots

Incredicrop® New and exclusive
plant fertiliser. The easy-to-use 

slow-release controlled granular 
feed is perfect for use on all edible 

fruit and vegetable crops.
From £4.99.

SAVE
£5

SAVE
£35

5 MINI TREE
COLLECTION

JUST

£29.95

HURRY!
OFFER ENDS JUNE 8th

RRP £64.95

APPLE
Golden

Delicious

APPLE
Gala

PEAR
Doyenne

du Comice

PLUM
Black

Amber

CHERRY
Sylvia

To buy individual varieties please order online.

To place your priority order visit: 

www.vanmeuwen.com/VSOP840
Or call 0844 573 7431
Maximum call charge for BT customers is 7p per minute. Calls from other networks may vary.

We won’t be beaten on Quality or Price! - Guaranteed 

9am-8pm weekdays 9am-6pm weekends
quote code ‘VSOP840’

All products are covered 
by theVan Meuwen

5 Star guarantee.Visit 
our website for more 

details, incredible special 
offers and to requesta catalogue.

5
STARGUARANTEE


