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We’ve done this before, but 

this is the best way by far

84 What’s the
problem?
From carbs and clutches to 

foam for bespoke clocks
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Car Cleaning Kit
FeaturingCHECK OUT PAGES 56-59 for 

our new selection of

storage  
Solutions

SEE PAGES 13-17  
FOR OUR RANGE OF  

FANS & AIR 
TREATMENT

170bar Pressure Washer with TSS & Rotablast Nozzle® 230V

• Fitted with a powerful 2200W motor with a  

438ltr/hr water flow rate and a maximum pressure of 170bar.

• Supplied with 5mtr hose, variable nozzle and Rotablast Nozzle® which helps develop  

the same Effective Cleaning Power (ECP) as a 275bar/3995psi pressure washer.

20ltr Wet & Dry Vacuum Cleaner 1250W Stainless Drum
• Supplied with 4mtr cable, 3-pin plug and accessory tool kit,  

including three rigid extension tubes, wet-use foam filter, cloth filter and dust bag.

5ltr Car Shampoo
• Includes rinse aid and wax to assist with final stage of 

cleaning. 

• Package Model No. PW2500COMBO

• Total Package List Price £419.85

OVER 50 NEW  
PRODUCTS INSIDE!!

£269.94
INC.

VAT

£224.95EXC.

VAT

PICK UP 

YOUR 

FREE
COPY

TODAY
Valid until

30th September 2017

ï Size: 14 x 16, 
16 x 18, 17 x 21mm.

ï Model No. MS165
ï List Price £7.95

Double End Long 
Reach Spark Plug 
Box Spanner
Set 3pc

ï Model No, MC365 only 
suitable for motorcycles with 
a centre stand.

ï Model No. MC454 suitable 
for motorcycles with a centre 
stand or paddock stand.

Hydraulic Motorcycle Lifts

Model No. MC365

ï Working height of 460mm.
ï Loading ramp doubles as a convenient workshop stool.
ï Folded dimensions (L x W x D): 1100 x 600 x 150mm.

ï Model No. MCW360
ï List Price £339.95

Motorcycle Portable Folding 
Workbench/Pit Table 360kg Capacity

ï Capacity: ÿ19-30mm.

ï Model No. MS162
ï List Price £81.95

14pc Motorcycle Brake Piston 
Removal Kit

NEW

£274.95
EXC.

VAT

£59.95
EXC.

VAT£5.95
EXC.

VAT

Model 
No. 

Capacity
Min./Max. 

Height
List 

Price 
Exc. VAT Inc. VAT

MC365 365kg 220/760mm £479.95 £379.95 £455.94

MC454 450kg 190/660mm £624.95 £479.95 £575.94

ï Min./Max. Width: 
245/320mm.

ï Model No. RPS2
ï List Price £37.95

Universal Rear Wheel Stand 

ï 3/8î & 1/2îSq drive.
ï Also suitable for 

use with a 21mm 
spanner.

ï Model No. MS004
ï List Price £15.75

NEW

£31.95
EXC.

VAT £12.95
EXC.

VAT

Ø43-102mm 
Motorcycle Oil 
Filter Claw
Wrench

RATCHET TIE 
DOWNS

ï Model No. 
TD484SD

ï List Price 
£25.95

FREE!

MODULAR STORAGE SYSTEM COMBOS

Heavy-duty high end Modular Garage Storage System with 
an appearance to enhance any garage or workshop. 

ï Durable powder coated finish.
ï Stylish aluminium drawer pulls and handles.
ï Precision ball bearing drawer slides with load capacity 

of up to 68kg.
ï Concealed snap-close magnets on doors.
ï Gas struts on wall cabinet doors.
ï Adjustable feet ensure cabinets sit true, even on un-level 

floors.
ï Floor cabinets are supplied with adjustable height shelves.
ï Each unit is supplied with a high quality lock and two keys.

NEW

Package Model No. APMSCOMBO6SS

ï Total Package  
List Price
£3348.40

£2399.95
EXC.

VAT

Stainless Steel Worktop:
1 x APMS15, 1 x APMS16, 
1 x APMS17, 1 x APMS19,  
1 x APMS20, 1 x APMS03,  
2 x APMS13, 2 x APMS10,  
2 x APMS08.

Package Model No. APMSCOMBO6W

ï Total Package  
List Price 
£3116.90

Oak Worktop:
1 x APMS15, 1 x APMS16, 
1 x APMS17, 1 x APMS18,  
1 x APMS20, 1 x APMS03,  
2 x APMS13, 2 x APMS10,  
2 x APMS06.

£2249.95
EXC.

VAT

2 DRAWER PORTABLE 
TOOL CHEST 
WITH 
90PC 
TOOL 
KIT

ï Model No. 
S01055

ï List Price £249.95

FREE!
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Most underrated PS era sportsbike?TEAM PS

and one clear winner,

A

Buy one, save cash, have a ball.That’s
special all round.

Enjoy themag

Jim Moore

Editor

For sheer value and 

pound-per-bhp it 

has to be the Suzuki RF900. 

Forget the looks, it’s all 

about the ride, and what a 

ride. Big speed, tiny price. 

jim.moore@

bauermedia.co.uk

Damian Smith

Art editor

I’m looking for a 

bike at the mo. Still 

don’t get why VFR750s are 

so cheap. They’re ace, I’m 

seriously considering getting 

one. Watch this space.

damian.smith@

bauermedia.co.uk

Mark Graham

Production Editor

I’ve had my eye on 

an early carbed 750 

SRAD, in brown, natch. Not 

so much underrated as 

criminally overlooked – 

nothing is as good value . 

psportsbikes@

bauermedia.co.uk

Alan Seeley

Technical editor

Two for me, one I’ve 

just bought 

(Yamaha Fazer 600) and 

one I’ve previously owned 

(Aprilia Falco). Both hugely 

underrated and capable. 

alan.seeley@

bauermedia.co.uk

Gary Hurd

Technical 

consultant

More for the fact 

that we never got them here, 

so not many people have 

ridden them or know how 

good they are: Suzuki 

GS1200SS. Oh, and I want 

one, really badly. 

Underrated Italian? 
Must be a Mirage 

Des Lindsey checks the frame y check

for cracks after Jim’s jaunt

facebook.com/groups/practicalsportsbikes psportsbikes@bauermedia.co.uk
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“I got caught. 
Lots of blue 
lights...”
Bought for a song, ridden for a while, then 

stuck at the back of the shed, this 748 R was 

treated to a total mechanical refurb and a 

gentle cosmetic touch-up. What a result 

WORDS PHIL WEST   PHOTOGRAPHY MATTHEW ROBERTS

READER RESTORATION

PS

discovered the rear subframe

now then’.”

S
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Ducati 748 R 

When it’s all workingorking

properly, a 748 R is a dream 
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Yes, it looks mint, butes, it looks mint, but

it’s also original

Caliper mounting boltsCaliper mounting bolts

too, seized – solid

One of the swingarmwingarm

bearings was seized 

Just built

immediately saw all that manky mess inside,” 
Simon says, referring to the corroded hose 
connections and more. “Straight away I 
thought: ‘Oh fu…, here we go…’”

But luckily, as is often the case, eBay came 
to the rescue. Simon found a replacement 
left-hand cover in Germany. “You’ve got to 
look for the right colour because they vary 
slightly. This one’s from a slightly later 748 S 
as it hasn’t got the timing window but it’s the 
right colour so I bought it. £200 isn’t cheap 
but they’re rare and I didn’t have to paint it.”

Then the clutch side also needed replacing. 
“I was putting it back on and noticed the 
phosphor bronze bearing had a small crack 
in it,” says Simon. “So I quickly messaged the 
guy in Germany and he had a later one 
without the ‘Ducati’ on it for 60 quid. I 
reckon I got out of jail for 300 quid for both.”

Meanwhile, the 748 engine’s top end 
wasn’t without its problems, either. 

“Ducati had a well-documented problem 
with its rockers from about 1995 through to 
about 2003,” says Simon. “I could see from 
the receipts this one had some rockers 
replaced about 12 years ago, but I knew that 
if it had some replaced there was a fair 
chance others would need replacing too. That 
was always at the back of my mind. I knew I 
had to take the barrels and heads off to do 
the crankcases so I wanted to have a good 
look at those, too.”

“So I took the heads off, slid the cams out 
and as soon as I saw it I could see that three 
of the eight rockers were knackered.”

eBay to the rescue again.
“New they’re about 120 quid each from 

Ducati,” says Simon. “But on eBay 
somebody had some NOS ones. Luckily he 
had the right ones (there are four different 
types) and wanted just £35 each. That was an 
amazing find which saved me a definite few 
hundred quid.”

Simon then took the heads, rockers etc to 
independent Ducati specialist Tim Hyett at 
Moto-Vation in Cheltenham for a rebuild. 
“He’s proper factory-trained, and put the 
valve stems and oil seals in as well as they 
come as part of the kit,” Simon says. “I didn’t 
see the need to re-grind the valves, they were 
all fine.”

Next, with the engine still out, Simon took 
the opportunity to clean and check the frame 
and cycle parts.

“It’s not been repainted,” says Simon. 

“There’s ‘restoration’ and restoration. This is 
not concours but I’ve tried to do it 
sympathetically. I don’t like to respray items 
unless I have to.”

Nor has Simon fastidiously kept everything 
standard. Silicon water hoses replace Ducati 
rubber ones as, “They’re cheaper.” The 
incorrect Öhlins shock (it’s from a later 
version) stays on because it’s better and the 
’bars remain the more comfortable American 
Helibars it came with. “They’re an inch and 
half up and slightly wider without any fairing 
mods,” justifies Simon. “Which, for us older 
people, is quite pleasant.”

Instead, the most conspicuous addition is 
an Oberon clutch slavecylinder. “It’s one of 
the best upgrades you can do on any Duke,” 

Simon explains. “Probably the best £90 you 
can spend.”

Most of the rest of the resto was simply a 
case of Simon checking, replacing as 
necessary and re-assembling to factory spec.

“It’s amazing what you find,” says Simon. 
“The radiator fan was on upside down, for 
example, so somebody had quite clearly been 
at it before.”

While the majority of the remainder of the 
work was cleaning: the frame paint was 
gently refreshed with a bit of cutting 
compound. Then there was the single-sided 
swingarm to attend to.

“I wasn’t going to take it out,” says Simon. 
“But I’m glad I did because one of the 
bearings was bloody seized!”

Simon then took the opportunity to take 
all the suspension linkages apart and regrease 
them (“Which is precisely the sort of thing 
people tend not to do.”). 

One sizeable job, however, was a complete 
overhaul of the front Brembo brake calipers, 
stripping them down and cleaning them 
before replacing all the seals. Or, rather, 
doing so after finally managing to remove 
them with the assistance of a TiG welder 
when some incredibly stubborn seized bolts 
refused to play ball.

Those pretty, TiN-coated Showa forks have 
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MARCH ’17MARCH ’17

Manky cover
Yuk. New lefthand 

cover came via eBay 

Germany. It’s a later 

one without timing 

window. But frankly, 

so what?

JUNE ’17 – JUNE ’17 Wire we waiting
Simon cannot emphasize enough the 

need for a factory manual to get loom 

and cable routing spot-on.

JUNE ’17 – JUNE ’17 Hose were the days
Use replacement silicone hoses, cheaper 

and better than originals. Cheaper and 

better is always best.

2 3

4 5

7 8

How Simon did it

1

MAY ’17 – Y ’17 More cover grief
Clutch side cover needed replacing too. 

Again eBay saved the day. It’s a later one 

without the Ducati logo. Again, so what? 

MAY ’17 – Y ’17 Deep clean
Once he started Martin got 

right down to the bones for a 

proper buff up.

MAY ’17 – Y ’17 Case closed
Bottom end all done and 

squeaky clean. Note use of 

decent engine stand.

MAY ’17 – Y ’17

Rock on
Rockers were 

trouble-prone 

items from ’95 

through to ’03. 

Simon sourced 

some NOS jobs 

for £35 each.

APRIL ’17 – APRIL ’17 Hell’s belts
Receipt said belts had been done. So 

they had, but heads had myriad other 

problems, belts the least of them.

6

been cleaned but otherwise left alone, as 

have the clocks and controls. While the 

electrics and loom were given a good 

checkover, with only one connector requiring 

replacement, before refitting and realigning.

“Ducati get a bad press about electrics but I 

find on the whole they’re pretty good,” says 

Simon. “They’re certainly no worse than 

Japanese bikes of the era. I checked the loom 

and put it back properly – where it wasn’t 

before. This is where the factory manual is 

absolutely vital.”

While, finally, amazingly even, the original 

bodywork was merely cleaned and replaced.

“It’s not been resprayed,” says Simon of his 

gleaming yellow Ducati. “I’ve just cut it then 

waxed it. If you look closely you’ll see some 

scratching and there are a few dings – but it’s 

17 years old after all. I don’t do concours 

because I like to ride the things. You can’t ride 

a concours bike. And like most people I like 

to get out on them.”

And how does Simon feel about it now that 

he can?

“I’m pleased with it – pretty excited in fact. 

I’m pleased with the way it’s looking and 

pleased with the way it’s come out. I’m sort 

of quite pleased with how much it’s cost as 

well – apart from my time it’s only about 

£1200 on top of the original bike!”

What I’ve learnt

1
“If you can keep as much of the 

original paint as possible you’ll 

save a lot of money and it’s always 

going to be original. This looked 

alright. It was a bit tatty but you could 

see it wasn’t rusty and I knew I could 

do cleaning and a bit of detailing.”

2
“A proper factory manual is a 

must – I have to keep 

drumming that one in because it’s got 

all the proper ways to torque 

everything up and it shows all the 

proper wire and hose routing which, 

when it’s as complicated as this, is 

important.”

3
“One of the great things about a 

lot of Dukes is that many of the 

parts are interchangeable – it’s just a 

case of knowing what’s what.”



TRONIK WIND 

PRO RACING SUIT

spidiuk

EYES ON THE PRIZE. TRONIK.

www.spidiuk.com
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Just built

Left cover: worse than
a Victorian sewer 

Higher spec Öhlins unitHigher spec Öhlins unit
from later model

SPECIFICATION

2000 Ducati 748 R
ENGINE

7

s

TRANSMISSION

e

CHASSIS 

Frame tubular steel trellis, single-sided

swingarm

Front suspension Showa 43mm usd forks, TiN-

coated, fully adjustable

Rear suspension Öhlins* monoshock fully adjust-

able

Front brake 2 x 320mm discs, four-piston

Brembo calipers

Rear ake 1 x 220mm disc, single-piston

Brembo caliper

Wheels Marchesini five-spoke aluminium

Front tyre 120/60 x 17

Rear tyre 180/55 x 17

DIMENSIONS

Dry weight g (436lbs)

Wheelbase 1410mm (55.5in)

Seat 90mm (31.3in)

Fuel capacity 17litres (3.7 gal)

Ground clearance 150mm (5.9in)

Overall length 2050mm (80.7in)

Overall height 1090mm (42.9in)

Overall width 685mm (27.0in)

PERFORMANCE

Top speed 155mph

Power 105bhp@11,000rpm

Torque 55lb.ft@8,700rpm

Fuel onsumption 43mpg

Price new £9

* Standard model: Showa

The ride

yellow R is Ducati royalty.

over-restored) it’s otherwise inconsequential

details such as the texture of the original

paint, rising over its decals, that are evocative

of Ducati’s mid-to-late ’90s pomp.As such

I’m immediately taken back to the days of

Lad culture and Brit Pop, of dominant 916s

and 748s, of Brands and Foggy and, yes,

Stephane Chambon...

On board the journey gets richer still:

original ’bar grips, switchgear, steering

damper and stubby screen frame the view

ahead over those distinctive, assymetrical

dials: the tacho (with no redline),

speedo and temperature gauge with

a lozenge-shaped blob of idiots on

still fine-tuning).The Helibars mean the

crouch isn’t extreme, the Oberon-assisted

clutch is lever pleasingly light and the jingle

from the dry clutch as evocative as ever.Then

again, its gearchange is a little sticky, neutral’s

evasive and the steering lock, I’m reminded,

as we wiggle out on to Gloucestershire’s

green roads, more racer than real world.

But then ‘racer-ey’, and especially because

this 748 is an R, is the whole point.As the

road opens up I get the first opportunity to

wind the junior Ducati up and the climb and

increasing acceleration from 6000rpm up is

simply glorious; a loud rhumm-barr drive I

could quickly get addicted

to.The 748’s always
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Fit an Oberon

slave. Top mod

Just built

748 Biposto 

(1994-1999)

First 748 was effectively 

a smaller capacity 916 

Biposto producing 

96bhp. Although 

dimensionally the 

same free-er revving 

engine and different 

tyre profiles gave it a 

different feel; 180 rear 

in place of the 916’s 190, 

so it steered better. 

748 SP (1995-1997)

Racier version tuned to 

produce 105bhp, Öhlins 

shock, fully-floating iron 

discs, ally subframe, 

single seat white 

number board. Yellow 

livery introduced.

748 SPS (1997-1999)

Successor to SP gets 

titanium conrods for 

the first time along with 

revised brake calipers, 

new fairing and livery 

similar to that of the 

996.

748 (2000-2002)

Base model 

replacement for 

Biposto retained three-

spoke wheels, lost Dzus 

fairing fasteners and 

had a Sachs rear shock 

and Showa forks.

748 S (2000-2002)

New intermediate 

model had Marchesini 

five-spoke wheels, 

adjustable steering 

head, Showa rear shock 

and Showa TiN-coated 

forks. The engine, 

however, was the same 

as base 748. Got colour-

coded mirrors and, new 

graphics and logos 

from 2001.

748 R (2000-2002)

Top-of-the-range 

homologation special 

with revised injection, 

titanium rods and 

valves, larger airbox, 

Marchesini wheels, 

single seat unit and, 

initially Showa TiN forks 

and shock, although 

these were soon 

changed for Öhlins 

items.

TIMELINE: The evolution of a Ducati classic

Ooh yeah. You gottaOoh y ou go

love a sorted 748 R

been defined by, compared to the 916, being 
smoother and faster-revving. Simon’s sweetly 
sorted example simply revels in big revs.

But better even than that, for me, is the R’s 
chassis. I’d forgotten how incomparably light, 
slim and nimble Ducati’s 916/748 were – like 
250s next to superbikes. Their poise is 
perfect, their positioning a doddle. But the 
sublime, cultured ride from the Showa/Öhlins 
suspension combined with the superb feel 
from the refurbished Brembos all add up to 
make this a classy, pedigree sporting 
instrument like few others. The way it handles 
is great; pleasing, pure sporting fun in its own 

right. The fact that I could then whack the 
throttle wide for an added cacophony of fury 
was the cherry on top.

Factor in the high-chromium yellow paint, 
the unadorned, almost modest logo and 
model designation, plus the fact there weren’t 
a lot of these made, and it all gels.  

For many, the 748 was always the more 
involving of Ducati’s two twins, with the R 
the connossieur’s choice. Simon’s bike is 
(virtually) so well sorted that it’s surely 
among the best surviving examples of the 
breed. And that can’t be at all bad for under 
five grand.



Conor Cummins

James Hillier

Gary Johnson

Michael Rutter

Peter Hickman

John McGuinness

Ian Hutchinson

Wemoto have the pleasure 
of sponsoring the Isle of Man 
Festival of Jurby, Classic TT 
2017 and once again we are 
running our Jurby T-shirt appeal

(QGRUVHG�E\�WRS�77�UDFHUV��DOO�SURøWV�IURP�WKH�VDOH�RI�HYHU\�7�6KLUW�JR�WR�WKH�KHOLFRSWHU��
	�ULGHU�UHKDELOLWDWLRQ�IXQG��7�6KLUWV�DYDLODEOH�RQOLQH�QRZ�IURP�ZHPRWR�FRP�RU�SKRQH�XV��

Help us raise funds for the MGP 
Classic TT Air Ambulance! 

Tel:01273 597072
Unit 7 Grange Road Industrial Estate, Albion Street, Southwick, West Sussex, BN42 4EN, United Kingdom

We have over 1MILLION motorcycle parts listed for over 
10,000 models, huge range, parts added daily

o v e r
1MILLION

MOTORCYCLE PARTS

MOTORCYCLE PARTS1MILLION

Parts
for 70ís to 

present day 
motorcycles

BUY A ìTODAY WE DO 
7+(�721¥�6+,57

o v e r

only

£10

At least £7.20 of every shirt goes towards charity
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REMANUFACTURED

motorcycle parts 

have long been a 

problem for restorers. Now 

counterfeit bearings and spark 

plugs are an issue. 

Swedish bearing 

manufacturers SKF recently 

seized and destroyed 1.5 tons of 

knock-off bearings in West 

Yorkshire and the problem is 

Europe-wide: 15 tons of 

counterfeit bearings were 

seized in Greece in 2009. 

Passing off fakes is both 

damaging for manufacturers 

and dangerous for end users. 

SKF’s brand protection 

manager Saim Manto said, 

Fake bearing threat
Counterfeit bearings and spark plugs pose new danger to restorers 

and riders as knock-off component trade spreads into Britain

PASSING OFF

“Counterfeit industrial products 

are present in all markets across 

the globe and we see cases 

from all sectors, from power 

generation to high-

performance motorbikes. In 

Europe alone this year we have 

pursued counterfeit cases in 

the UK, Germany, The 

Netherlands and Poland.”

Bogus NGK spark plugs are 

also finding their way into 

Britain, although at a lesser 

level. “Most of the problems are 

in Japan,” said Mick Peirce (sic), 

of NGK’s technical department. 

“People should be aware that 

just because an NGK product 

has different packaging, it’s not 

necessarily an inferior product. 

We’re a global company and 

package our products for 

various world markets. If you 

buy a product packaged for the 

Indian market, for instance, it 

doesn’t mean it’s inferior. You 

should look for a lot number on 

the hex and a part number on 

the collar and bear in mind that 

manufacturer OE fitment plugs 

may not always carry a part 

number.”

He was at pains to reassure 

buyers that fake NGK plugs in 

the UK are less of a problem 

than they are in eastern 

markets. “Fakes tend to be 

blindingly obvious in terms of 

finish and quality. And be aware 

that counterfeiters tend to stick 

to the cheaper end of the 

market where bogus 

manufacture is easier.”

With hard-earned reputations 

for quality at stake and the very 

real risk of damage to both 

machinery and riders, firms are 

trying to minimize risks.

“Counterfeit bearings are a 

P
major concern for UK 

customers,” said Paul 

Dysiewicz, SKF’s engineering 

manager. “They are being 

cheated financially, risk damage 

to their machinery and may be 

liable to third party damages. 

We always recommend that 

customers source their 

bearings from SKF authorised 

distributors.”

There is an SKF Authenticate 

app, which can be downloaded 

(free) from Apple App Store or 

Google Play. You can also email 

photos of any suspect bearings 

to genuine@skf.com.

Be sure your spark

plugs are genuine

Only buy fromOnly buy fr

authorised sources
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NEW KIT

HEY CALL this the 

Brunel and major on the 

waxed treatment of the 

full-grain cowhide giving it 

a showerprooof quality 

(full-grain is not rolled like 

top-grain and is therefore 

stronger). It’s £239.99 

with an inside pocket 

that says Mobile Phone 

on it (could be for a 

mobile phone). 

thekeycollection.

Trails in Wales
When he’s not restoring 

SWM ISDT bikes Philippe at 

Unit 5 Motos down 

Romford way (see TR v 

FTR test PS July, page 68), PS

alerted us to the fact he 

runs an outfit called 

oldknobblies.com that 

specializes in old school 

trail riding, ie 3-day jaunts 

in Wales with bed and 

board thrown in. You can 

rent a bike too if needed. 

He’s a top man and you 

can get him on 07775 

773477. 

Everyone’s a winner,

mainly Des (centre)

Insanely fast is 

the right phrase

Steam plus Sheene
If the delights of Joe’s 

Mobile Zoo aren’t enough 

to tempt you to the 

Cumbria Steam Gathering 

29/30 July at Cark Airfield, 

Flookburgh, LA11 7LS, then 

two ex-Sheene RG500s 

might. Martin Crooks of 

Crooks Suzuki in Barrow-in-

Furness is minding them 

and he’ll be glad of idle 

chit-chat from PS readersPS

as he tries to stop traction 

engines rolling over them. 

steamgathering.org.uk

Trick Zed bargain
You don’t see many of 

these around, and you 

didn’t when they were 

around. This Tony Foale-

framed Zed Z1000 is of 

1978 vintage and went for 

£3150 on the popular 

internet auction site. Worth 

it for that tail unit alone. If 

the buyer’s a PS reader PS

we’d be interested to see 

what happens to it…

AS IF ONE TZ750 isn’t a 

frightening enough... try two 

TZ lumps paired in a V8 

layout driving though a 

three-speed gearbox. Up for 

sale at a (thankfully) 

prohibitive £17,500 on the 

eBay. This machine has 

posted an 8.3 sec quarter 

mile time with a 188mph 

terminal speed – and that 

was with a 20-stone jockey. 

We’re told this device with a 

lighter load should easily 

break the 200mph mark. Let 

us know here at the PS if and PS

when you make the purchase. 

YOU VOTED, he won – Des 

Lindsey, that is, and his Kenny 

Roberts replica RD500 which 

you made the winner of this 

year’s Special Build of the Year.

Delighted Des could hardly 

contain his glee at winning, 

and taking a hefty £1000 

cheque from sponsors Venhill 

in the process.

“I’m made up,” Des told us, 

fighting back the tears. “I 

never expected this, so thanks 

to all those who voted.”

See his bike in all its glory 

from page 34. Well done Des.

THE GREAT Roger “Reg” T

Marshall is soon to be 

immortalised (as if he needs it)

in a limited edition PS T-shirt. PS

Email us your size and quantity 

required if you fancy one.

TeeZee 
Drag Bike

Lincs legend
T-shirt promo

Roberts rep RD takes SBOTY glory

Weise 
jacket
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1st 2nd 3rd

News

IAN FELLOWS, is the lucky 

winner of the Great PS RetroPS

Clobber Competition. He 

writes, “In response to your 

retro clobber shout here are a 

few pics of my leathers 

purchased at the 1994 BMF 

rally.

“Still have them, and they still 

fit: ‘Be Safe, Be Seen’ was, I 

believe, the advice at the time.

“Oh, and a pic from 1993 of a 

very fetching double denim 

and Frank Thomas boots 

combination, again from the FT 

reject tent at the BMF. Cheers.” 

Cheers indeed Ian (we could 

not however print the dd plus 

FT picture for safety reasons).

Your prize of a box of 

motorcycling miscellany (plus 

a Roger Marshall T-shirt) will 

be winging its way to you 

shortly Ian.  

In a strong second place is 

Karl Steadman who wrote, 

“Please find attached a couple 

of photos of my old Segura 

racesuit and Mat Mladin AGV, 

both dating from around 

1993. I was amazed that at the 

age of 50 I could still do the 

zip up. Hope you’re repelled 

by them. Keep up the good 

work.”

And in a very creditable 

third spot is Chris Randell: 

“Me with my smart 1980 

Kawasaki jacket, and needless 

to say I can’t zip it up.”

PS gash gear comp
The finest pictures of the foulest clothing. Enjoy 

Fizziest Fizzie of them all

Man in blue points to lake of sweatMan in blue points t

forming inside woolly-hats’s suit 

Bedroom furniture swungwung

it for 1st and 2nd

FANS OF The David Silver ANS OF

Honda Museum (and there 

are many) will be delighted 

to learn they have acquired 

a 1970 Honda PF50 

Graduate in brown and a 

1982 C50L Automatic in red. 

We would also say this: 

Silver is currently looking for 

a UK-registered GL1500 and 

NS400R if anyone wants to 

divest themselves of mint 

examples.

Silver strikes 
moped goldSOLD FOR £2450 on the 

auction site of choice recently 

was this exciting special. The 

vendor’s advice was “Put it in 

your conservatory.” Er, no. 

We’ve seen air-cooled lumps in 

Fizzies before but this is 

another step forward. We now 

await the first FS1-E/TZ750. It’s 

only a matter of time.
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Part way through a restoration? Just completed a 
nut-and-bolt rebuild? Send us your pics, and details

 or post to In Your Shed Practical Sportsbikes, Media House, Lynch Wood, Peterborough, PE2 6EAes

Wizard of 
the Wirral
XJR, FZR, GS and GPZ
Dave Farnley, Wirral, 
Merseyside

 I’ve been busy for the past I’v

couple of years turning boxes 

of bits into what I hope are 

presentable bikes. I’ve done 

bikes for others too, including 

a Honda CB750K1 and a 

400/Four. The bikes I’ve 

done for myself are a Yamaha 

FZR1000RU streetfighter, a 

Suzuki GS1000 and a couple 

of Yamaha XJR1300s. The 

biggest build was the FZR, I 

had to make a lot of parts, 

including modifying a V-Max 

tank cover as a seat unit. 

Anyway, gotta go, RD400 

waiting in the wings and 

another GPZ900R.

CBX-rated
Moto Martin
David Carroll, Bromley, 
Kent

 In 2015 I bought a brand  In 20

new Moto Martin frame. 

Georges Martin postponed his 

retirement to build it for me. 

The frame came with a glass 

fibre petrol tank, aircraft filler 

cap and two petrol taps. 

While he was knocking up the 

frame I sent over a Ducati 

S4R single-sided swingarm I 

got in Italy and Georges fitted 

it to the frame. It was 

delivered to me on my 

birthday in April 2015 as 

promised by Georges. At the 

end of May I left the frame 

with my good friend Mick 

Sales to help me build it in his 

shed. Mick is 73 years old and 

a retired Jaguar mechanic 

and I have known him for 

more than 30 years.

Since Mick has had the 

frame I’ve been scouring flea 

bay for all the parts I’d need 

to make my Moto Martin 

CBX1000 the best around. 

The frame has been painted 

in candy red  two-pack by 

another CBX club member. 

The engine was stripped 

down completely and rebuilt 

to 1150cc again by another 

member in the CBX Riders’ 

Club as were the carburettors 

by yet another CBX club 

member (it’s a grand old 

club). The front end is a 

complete Ducati 1200 Pikes 

Peak Multistrada set up with 

Marchesini wheels front and 

rear. The seat unit is Ducati 

748s. Stick coils have been 

fitted and a hydraulic clutch 

from a Honda VFR800. I hope 

to have it all finished in time 

for summer.                            

Not a bad little lot, and Dave’s certainly

 got  the XJR1300 vibe nailed

If you like a bit ofIf y

candy apple red... 
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 I thought I would send  I thought I w

you a photo of what’s in my 

shed. I own this 1994 Ducati 

Superlight and 1977 MV 

Agusta 350S Ipotesi. I 

bought the Superlight in 

2010 and it has since been 

restored but it isn’t totally 

original. It is a Superlight III 

#080. I bought the MV this 

Yam therapy
Yamaha RD50MX
Noel Glendinning, 
Melksham

 This is my Yamaha T

RD50MX. I didn’t have one of 

these when 16 as I couldn’t 

afford it at the time, but I had 

seen them and always wanted 

one. A few years ago I became 

ill with various medical issues 

and I wanted a project to take 

my mind off things so I 

restored a 1983 RD125LC, then 

someone gave me a Haynes 

manual for the RD50MX 

(thank you Chris Cooke). I had 

completely forgotten about 

the 50. A week later I bought a 

Not short of 
a bike or 10
Where do you start?
Neil Hoare, 
Massachusetts, USA

 As well as the restored As w

Yamaha RZ350, that 

featured in last month’s 

mag, I’ve got a few others 

in my garage. As do my 

mates. Here are a couple of 

pics of some of theirs, 

Noel got the manual first, then

the bike to go with it 

No doubt, there are more

where these came from

basket case that had not been 

on the road since 1996. It was in 

a very bad state with a rotten 

tank, broken plastics, no 

compression, seized swingarm, 

knackered electrics, and all the 

bodges done over the years by 

previous owners. I rebuilt the 

engine but I later found a low 

mileage 80cc motor from 

Germany. I fitted a Micron, 

using the header pipe from an 

RD50M. The paint was done by 

Crash Car Body Repairs, 

Corsham – who did a great job. 

Now it’s finished I’m so proud 

of it. I’m a big fan of the small 

Yamahas and I also have an 

RXS100 which I’ve put my own 

twist on. 

year. It lived its life in Italy up 

until 2013 when it came to 

the UK. It has recently had a 

new electronic ignition fitted 

and a new ignition barrel as 

both conveniently decided to 

give up at the same time. It 

handles surprisingly well for a 

40-year-old machine. Both 

are keepers for sure.

Double dose of Italian class
MV and Ducati Steve Birchenall, Norwich, Norfolk

You don’t see many of these junior MVs around. Pity

including an immaculate 

VF1000R, Yamaha TZR250 

2MA and a Honda 

FireBlade. My other bikes, 

some I use, some I race 

and others awaiting 

restoration, are: 1988 

Yamaha YSR50, 1989 

Suzuki RGV250, 1995 

Aprilia RS250, 1999 Aprilia 

RS250 track, 1997 Honda 

RS125, 1986 Suzuki 

GSX-R750 track and a 

2004 Suzuki GSX-R600 

track. Love the mag.



Check out our full range of shocks at nitron.co.uk

BMW S1000RR SuperBike 
– Philip Island 2017.

For sales and technical enquiries, call 01993 849449 or email sales@nitron.co.uk

ULTIMATE ROAD 
SUSPENSION

WINNING SUPERBIKE SUSPENSION TO

Whether you ride on the track or road, don’t just follow others. Get better 

handing, better performance and a better ride. Choose Nitron and fit the best.

Full range of 

adjustable twin 

shock applications

NEW
Range of TVT 

adjustable cartridge 

applications

Largest range of adjustable 

rear shock applications

From only

£438.00

including VAT
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Practical Sportsbikes staff members’ bikes enjoy and 
endure the same highs and lows as your machines 

ALSO IN THE PRACTICAL SPORTSBIKES SHED

1993 Ducati 900SS
Alan Seeley

1988 Yamaha TDR250 
Alan Seeley

1983 GSX1100S Katana
Jim Moore

1983 Suzuki TS50ER
Jim Moore

1991 Yamaha TZR125R 4DL
Jim Moore

VERY TWO-STROKE deserves a TROKE

performance pipe; lighter, 

freer-breathing, crisper and 

better looking than standard, 

there really is no reason not to. So it is with 

the DT. My 125R’s stock system has suffered 

the ill effects of salty sea air in its previous 

life on the northern coast of France, 

Plus it’s responsible for a large 

part of the bike’s restriction. 

As a 2001 French import 

it’s a 4BL model. That 

means it has a working 

powervalve system but, 

unlike earlier European 

models, power is 

artificially pegged back 

to meet legislation of the 

time. The 4BL is held back 

by its pipe, intake, CDI unit, 

and gubbins inside the speedo 

that retards the ignition. 

I want to release the full potential of the 

motor so that means derestriction, and the 

first step of that is to junk the OE pipe. I’ve 

opted for UK two-stroke pipe firm DEP. The 

company specialises in off-road systems, 

and I’ve used their pipes before on a 

CRM250. I know they’re quality products.

I’ve gone for a full system (£300.99) – the 

expansion chamber being a single-skin CR1 

mild steel construction (they come in bare 

metal or nickel; I’ve chosen the latter), while 

the silencer is an aluminium oval. It bolts 

straight onto stock fittings; the rubber 

mount for the front pipe needs adjusting in 

position slightly and one of the top mounts 

under the tank is not needed. I had the old 

pipe off and the DEP system on in minutes. 

And what a looker it is – proper MX style.

I knew it’d be lighter; exactly how much 

was revealed when I put both systems on 

the scales. The stock exhaust weighs a 

hefty 5.79 kilos. DEP’s system comes in at 

2.91, almost half the weight. On a light bike 

restriction in the intake tract, at which point 

a jetting change will definitely be on the 

cards. Dyno set-up is for next month. 

Meantime I’ll enjoy the DT’s new crispness.

Thanks to: deppipes.com

Now that is a LONG
stinger section

E 

“The stock exhaust is 5.79kg, DEP’s 
system comes in at almost half that”

Jim Moore 2001 Yamaha DT125R
Every stroker deserves a decent pipe – the bright one is the right one

a near three kilo saving is significant.

But it’s in performance that the benefits 

of an aftermarket pipe really pay off. In 

standard trim the DT will cruise at 70mph 

and whip up to around 80mph with the 

benefit of a slipstream. Fitting the DEP 

immediately perked up the bottom end 

and midrange. Delivery is crisper and more 

responsive, the bike feels torquier and more 

willing to pull a higher gear from low revs. 

Top end feels comparable at this stage. 

DEP say no jetting changes are required on 

the DT with their system, but I suspect a 

size up on main jet and perhaps a tweak in 

needle height will give the motor an easier 

time in high rpm. Next I want to remove the 

It took him a matter of

minutes (he says)

Bright nickel finish Bright nick

is top dollar
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IRBOX DIN gives 

way to the whistling 

of the wind and the 

percussive rattle of 

drive chain rolling over 

sprockets as the Fazer 600 

sputters to a halt. The hard 

shoulder of the A1M on a 

Sunday morning isn’t 

somewhere I want to wait for 

recovery, so it comes as a relief 

when, after several thumbings 

of the starter, the Yam comes 

back to life.

Then five miles on it does it 

again. Once more it restarts and 

I make my destination – the 

Motorcycle Live Show at 

Peterborough Showground 

where we’re sharing a stand 

with Venhill displaying our 10 

entrants for the Special Build of 

the Year competition.

There’s no shortage of 

suggestions and advice as to 

what it might be that ails the 

Fazer, and I have suspicions of 

my own. Fingers are pointed at 

the fuel pump and even the 

throttle position sensor. Big G 

relates a tale of a Fazer he once 

A

Note maestro’s delicate

two-fingered technique

Alan Seeley 2000 Yamaha FZS600 Fazer
Why do a job properly first time when you can have more fun doing it again?

“There’s nothing else 
for it. The tank and 
carbs come off for 

a proper inspection. 
The second time 

they’ve been off”

Yik! Fuel as 

faecal matter

Pete’s new heat TV toy

encountered with a dodgy tail 

light earth interrupting 

continuity through the ECU. I 

suspect something rather 

more prosaic; rust from the fuel 

tank clogging the filters, 

floatbowls and hence the jets. 

I’ve been in denial that the rust 

around the filler neck might be 

more widespread in the inside 

of the tank – what you can’t 

see and all that.

It’s all a little bit odd given 

that the Fazer has covered a 

thousand trouble-free miles 

since its recommissioning. The 

only change lately has been a 

switch to super unleaded fuel 

augmented with additive. 

Perhaps the cleansing effects of 

these have disturbed some cack 

in the fuel system.

Whatever the cause, it needs 

sorting and fast. As you read last 

month, the Yam is the editor’s 

current conveyance of choice 

for midweek amorous 

assignations on the coast. It 

would not be fitting for the 

magazine’s technical editor to 

supply the gaffer with a 

defective hack, especially when 

tasty ‘mushroom stroganoff’ is 

on the menu.

More out of hope than 

expectation I drain the float 

bowls into a spray can lid. What 

issues forth looks fairly clean. I 

then spend half an hour with the 

multimeter testing earths and 

continuity, removing the main 

earth at the engine for cleaning 

prior to reattachment. Then the 

power probe is pointed at the 

fuel pump which also proves to 

be without issue. I ride the bike 

the 30 miles to The Motorcycle 

Works and it behaves without 

issue. A couple of miles into the 

return trip, the problem rears its 

head once more. The bike 

eventually restarts just before 

the battery flattens and I return 

to the workshop. There 

proprietor Pete O’Dell gets his 

new toy out – a Snap-On 

temperature sensor capable of 



Fuel tap’s facep

says it all really

More float bowl filth and pestilence

thermal imaging all of the 

header pipes at once. Number 

three is noticeably down on 

degrees. Raising the revs to get 

the bike off the pilot jets has 

little positive effect on the 

reading leading Pete to add 

another suggestion to the 

checklist – a dodgy carb 

diaphragm on number three. 

Although while this is plainly 

potentially a bad thing it 

doesn’t explain why the bike 

would cut out completely.

One thing I did neglect to do 

when I got the bike was replace 

the spark plugs. The ones from 

pots three and four look like 

they’ve seen long service in a 

North Sea trawler and the plugs 

in one and two don’t look great 

either. A quick run on the new 

plugs reveals that these weren’t 

the main issue either.

There’s nothing else for it. 

The tank and carbs come off 

for a proper inspection, in the 

case of the latter, this is the 

second time they’ve been 

removed having been cleaned 

when I recommissioned the 

bike after its 10-year lay-up.

The liquid that emerges from 

the fuel tank bears little 

resemblance to petrol, even in 

aroma. A russet brown in 

colour and near saturation 

point with rust flakes, it’s 

obvious that the tank needs a 

proper clean out. The method 

used to achieve this is detailed 

in the How-to feature on p82. 

The inline filter between tank 

and fuel pump is loaded with 

rust too so is consigned to the 

dustbin. The fuel tap is a simple 

on/off job to allow the gas to 

be cut when the tank is 

removed. Only it doesn’t and 

fuel continues to flow when it’s 

turned to the ‘off’ position. On 

stripping it’s revealed to be full 

of a grey, greasy gunk. A tap 

rebuild kit sorts it out.

Pulling the carbs down 

reveals floatbowls filled with 

fine rust particles and pilot and 

main jets could be cleaner. 

Number three carb’s 

diaphragm proves OK and 

there’s no obvious reason why 

the second from right cylinder 

should be running colder than 

the rest. The sprung inners of a 

couple of the float valve 

needles are gunged up and 

these and the jets are treated 

to carb cleaner and 

compressed air. Deemed ready 

to refit following inspection by 

Big G, they go on easy with a 

smear of rubber grease around 

the necks of the inlet rubbers. 

Yamaha’s neat airbox design 

where it slides on runners 

means it can be reattached 

with minimal persuasion.

My faith in the Fazer is shaken 

so the test run is conducted 

within a mile radius of the 

workshop. After 40 miles the 

Yam hasn’t missed a beat. If 

only I’d bothered to clean 

things up properly first time. B I K E  C L O T H I N G

F O R  T H E  N E X T  

G E N E R A T I O N

A V A I L A B L E  A T

w w w . s p o r t s b i k e s h o p . c o . u k

I N T R O D U C I N G



Got something to say? This is the place to say 
it and you might even win a lid. Write on...

STAR LETTER

24  

Positive discrimination 

Send us your pics, and story to jim.moore@bauermedia.co.uk or by post to .uk Practical Sportsbikes, Bauer Media, Media House, es

Lynch Wood, Peterborough, PE2 6EA. join us on Facebook. www.facebook.com/groups/practicalsportsbikes

HAVE YOU NOW got so manyW

readers you can afford to lose some? 

In the June issue you have an article 

ridiculing paint jobs and this is not the first 

time you have chosen to ridicule other 

people’s bikes. This is tantamount to making 

fun of the fat kid in the playground or the kid 

in specs.

To some people, we are all just sad old gits 

in our sheds, so we don’t need you to 

subdivide us through derision of our chosen 

projects or bikes.

When you have spent a couple of years 

carefully restoring a bike, will you feel 

encouraged to take it out and show it off if 

you think others will just laugh at it? Why not 

take the view that we have a common 

passion and appreciate that we all see things 

slightly differently. 

Celebrate diversity because things change. 

Who knows what might be next year’s 

valuable show winner. After all Katanas 

weren’t always appreciated either.

How about a little more positivity? So just 

stop taking the mick out of people’s prides 

and joys, because otherwise I love the mag.

Paul Hughes, email

Not appreciated? – JM Not appr

Fuel injection: don’tFuel injection: don’t

mess and all is well

FOR BACK 
ISSUES OF PS
CALL COLLEEN 
ON 01733 468099

BACK
ISSUES

SPONSORED BY

makes shed time more comfortable

Star Letter wins a 
Gear Gremlin Seat buddy

Injection perfection
Regarding Gary’s advice in 

April’s Project Hunter, please do 

not bin the injection system on 

a GPz1100B1 if carrying out a 

sensitive restoration. The 

injection gives beautiful, 

smooth, linear power. Problems 

only start if somebody has 

hamfistedly ‘investigated’ the 

airflow meter or control unit 

when they think there is a 

problem. If the system is clean 

and there are no air leaks (same 

as carbs), problems are more 

likely to be ignition related. 

Duff ignition coils were almost 

standard on many Kwaks at that 

time. Back then many 

mechanics didn’t have the 

training or experience – and 

some dealers were a lot better 

than others. I’ve had a B1 from 

new and the injection has been 

faultless requiring only basic 

servicing. Many ‘experts’ aren’t, 

and will, for instance, insist 

injectors are not serviceable, 

which is untrue. 

Mr Injector rebuilt mine with a 

Bosch service kit, and painted 

and calibrated them for around 

a £125. Also, Bosch fuel pumps 

of the correct output are readily 

available if you cannot source  

NOS ones and even NOS 

exhausts turn up on eBay. Get it 

running well, vacuum gauge the 

throttle bodies and you will get 

jet smooth acceleration.   

Pete Appleby, email

Gasoline by numbers
Just a quick note about petrol, 

re Gary’s tank draining feature. 

All fuel sold in the UK has to 

comply with a minimum 

standard set by the 

government, there is no such 

thing as cheap dodgy 

supermarket fuel, it is all bought 

from the same refineries as 

Shell, BP, Total, etc. Some of the 

bigger companies add their 

own detergents and octane 

boosters but generally the RON 

number (Research Octane 

Number) is set at the refinery.

By law the maximum 

percentage of ethanol in the 

UK’s fuel is five per cent at the 

moment, there is talk of upping 

that to 10 per cent as per 

Europe but it will be clearly 

marked if it goes ahead. You will 

still be able to buy normal five 

per cent ethanol content 

unleaded and of course super 

unleaded which contains no 

ethanol. Hope this helps.

Steve Hill, Luton   

A grand day out
Good to see all the PS specials PS

in the flesh at the Peterborough 

show last month. Des Lindsey 

really deserved that £1000 as 

the winner.

Phil Jameson, London

Pleasing all the people 
Like everyone else I have 

nostalgic feelings for the bikes 

of my youth and enjoy hearing 

about the exotica I remember 

lusting after at the time. The 

obvious problem is that after a 

while all the bikes most readers 

can relate to have been heavily 

featured.

Although I’ve enjoyed your 

foreign articles they’re obviously 

limited by the same constraints 

as above.

So I’m impressed with your 

choice to feature new bikes too. 

The CB1100RS is in keeping with 

why I buy the mag, despite 

being a ‘new’ bike.

You can’t please all the people 

all the time, but I’m impressed. 

Tim Rayner, email
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Letters

Road trip comedies
Loved the Star Letter by Bartle 

& Web (PS, June 2017) aboutPS

rerunning their first proper ride 

out, full of action and adventure 

– a 75 mile round trip and every 

mile a legend. 

It sent me straight back to 

1976, when just after leaving 

school me and some mates hit 

the high road for a 64 mile there 

and back to Thruxton race track 

from home here in 

Southampton. A Yamaha RS125, 

Popsicle Purple Fizzy, Suzuki 

AP50 and then of all things – a 

Fantic GT. 

It took all day, we had two 

offs, several near misses, a pit 

stop in a greasy spoon halfway 

there in Stockbridge and a 

puncture fixed in a puddle at 

the side of the road. Can’t 

remember a thing about the 

day’s club racing but the ride is 

still vividly with me, as are the 

fresh, as yet unshaven faces of 

my mates, some still mates 40 

years on. I hope Messrs Bartle & 

Web have an absolute blinder of 

a blast down memory lane, and 

thanks guys, I’ve once again 

relived one of my own.

Terry Dunn, Southampton 

(still!)

 You’d have missed gems like  Y

the legendary ‘Nessie’, but then 

it’s about the journey, not the 

destination (or the club racing 

for that matter) – JM

’Busas and B-Kings
I am the President and founder 

of the Hayabusa Club Marbella 

and I’m a big fan of your 

magazine since I discovered it a 

few years ago in Southport. I’ve 

been waiting for the June issue 

with the ’Busa for a long time. 

I had a ’Busa just like the cover 

bike (a 2000) and I’ll send you 

some photos of my latest fully 

modified ’Busa Factory R.

Here at the Hayabusa Club 

Marbella we love the ’Busa and 

the B-King. We’re running a big 

international event for Hayabusa 

and B-King owners in Europe 

this year in Marbella 6, 7, 8 

October 2017.

If anyone wants to spend a 

weekend in Marbella at this 

unique Suzuki Hayabusa/B-King 

meeting in Spain. It only 

happens every two years, and 

this year it’s with the help of 

Suzuki Spain. Go to to https://

www.facebook.com/

hayabusaclubmarbella/

Greg Korvin, email

Top VF1000F2 value
I’m a subscriber to your great 

mag and I’ve been following 

your recent coverage of 

VF1000R restorations. What a 

fantastic example of an ’80s 

superbike, but it never won a 

major title or a TT, unlike the 

revised VF1000F2 Bol d’Or that 

Geoff Johnson won the TT on 

back in 1985. I think they only 

produced this bike for roughly a 

year and if you can find one, you 

can buy it for a fraction of the 

price of a VF1000R. If not quite 

as exotic, it’s still a future classic. 

I have a UK version in silver, a 

great slab of ’80s engineering 

and technology. Although with 

chain and not gear-driven cams, 

it’s still a very tractable 1000cc 

V4 powerplant. This bike will be 

restored on completion of my 

original low miles UK GL1000 

K2. Two great Honda icons from 

the ’70s and ’80s, and sure 

investments in today’s financial 

world. Investments that are as 

beautiful as art but that can also 

be used and enjoyed.

Rob Atkinson, Newport

 Used and enjoyed is the key Used and enjo

phrase here - JM

Masters of suspense
Darren Wnukoski (What’s The 

Problem, PS June 2017) is so PS

right about expensive (money-

wasting) fork parts. The right 

spring rate works wonders and 

by the time you’ve 

experimented with the right air 

gap for your weight and type of 

riding you can transform a basic  

set of forks from not very good 

to a hell of a lot better. My 

Bandit 6 feels like a new bike. 

Glen Armstrong, Cardiff 

Phil Carpenter (36) onp ( )
‘Nessie’ at Thruxton 1977

B-King launch 2007.B-King launch 200

Odder and odder

Not an R but F2 is 

VF1000 value option

ESSENTIAL
MOTORCYCLE
ACCESSORIES

GET SET FOR A

WICKED

RIDE

T 0117 971 9200     

F 0117 972 5574     

E info@thekeycollection.co.uk    

W www.thekeycollection.co.uk
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HE THIRD round of the CRMC 

PS Superstock Championship at PS

Mallory Park was anything but 

ordinary. Title favourites Danny 

Imberg and Liam McCarter chose to sit the 

round out, leaving the way clear for two new 

names to stand on the top step of the 

podium. Superstock regular Derek Cripps 

took a brace of wins on Sunday to back up a 

strong second place in Saturday’s wet race, 

the only Superstock outing of that day.

Series tightens 
at the top

With the points leaders missing this round, the rest of the field 

revelled in clawing back points at Mallory Park

WORDS JIM MOORE  PHOTOGRAPHY PAUL SOULBY

PS SUPERSTOCK ROUND 3

T

SPONSORED BY

Cripps’ substantial points haul sees him 

move above McCarter in the points table by 

19 points, and just 16 (a third place) behind 

Yamaha mounted leader Imberg. But it was 

CRMC racing stalwart Gordon Russell, 

making his first Superstock appearance of the 

year aboard his GSX-R750, who added the 

most spice to the meeting.

Russell, a spritely 70 years-old and a racer 

of GSX-Rs the first time around, made 

Saturday’s single race his own. In wet 

Wood leads Varnam and

Chapman through the Hairpin

Number 67. He’s 70

years-young
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Superstock

“I’ve always enjoyed racing in the 
wet, but I had to take a deep breath 

when I made a move on Derek 
around the outside at Gerard’s” Chris White (13) ande (13) and

Derek Cripps (29) areek Cripps (29) ar

back in the title hunt  

First time out – a win.

Gordon’s a winner

We know you do. 

Superstock is one of the 

most wallet-friendly 

ways to enjoy PS-era 

racing, and once you’re 

on the grid it’s one of the 

most competitive and 

enjoyable too. First you’ll 

need a bike (here are a 

couple of perfect 

candidates that caught 

our eye this month). 

Tuning is not allowed 

so you won’t need to 

blow thousands in the 

pursuit of a few extra 

ponies; Superstock is all 

about preparation – a 

strong, confidence 

inspiring braking system, 

grippy and predictable 

tyres, effective damping. 

Lockwire the sump bolt, 

oil filler cap, radiator cap 

and calipers; fit an oil 

catch tray; remove all 

unnecessary road gear 

(lights, mirrors, speedo 

– if poss – r/h switchgear, 

pillion ’pegs, chainguard, 

stands, etc); fit a ‘shark 

fin’ chain guard, race 

numbers and you’ll be 

good to go. 

You’ll also need an 

ACU licence (from £48), 

CRMC club membership, 

a dogtag showing your 

name and date of birth, 

plus a quality helmet, 

leathers, boots and 

gloves (get a back 

protector too). You’ll 

have a blast.

1988 Honda 
VFR750F-G 
£1750
So original it still wears 

the stock 4-2 pipes. The 

forks benefit from 

emulators and the 

shock’s been rebuilt 

with a new spring and 

seals. Only 29,000 miles 

so plenty of life left in it 

still. Just needs 

aftermarket bodywork, 

a 4-1 pipe and some 

sticky rubber then it’s 

grid-ready. It’s almost 

too nice to race. Almost.

FANCY A GO?
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RESULTS

Andrew Bailey rolls ity r

on in the wet Race 1

RACE 1

1. Gordon Russell Suzuki GSX-R750

2. Derek Cripps Suzuki GSX-R750

3. Andrew Bailey Suzuki GSX-R750

4. Paul Stonebanks Yamaha FZ750

5. Gary Varnam Suzuki GSX-R750

Fastest lap: Andrew Bailey, 1m 10.200s

(70.256mph)

RACE 2

1. Derek Cripps Suzuki GSX-R750

2. Gordon Russell Suzuki GSX-R750

3. Andrew Bailey Suzuki GSX-R750

4. Gary Varnam Suzuki GSX-R750

5. Simon Owen Suzuki GSX-R750

Fastest lap: Gordon Russell, 57.607s (85.615mph)

RACE 3

1. Derek Cripps Suzuki GSX-R750

2. Chris White Honda VFR750F

3. Gordon Russell Suzuki GSX-R750

4. Malc Sampson Honda VFR750F

5. Simon Owen Suzuki GSX-R750

Fastest lap: Derek Cripps, 56.042s (88.005mph)

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS

1. Danny Imberg Yamaha FZ750 175

2. Derek Cripps Suzuki GSX-R750 159

3. Liam McCarter Suzuki GSX-R750 140

4. Chris White Honda VFR750F 112

5. Paul Wood aul Waul W Honda VFR750F 65

NEXT ROUND: Cadwell Park, 10-11 June

conditions he sliced his way through from 

the back row of the grid to take a 

spectacular win.

“I started moving up the order on the first 

lap,” Gordon told PS. “Then picked them 

off one by one until I was up the front with 

Derek. I’ve always enjoyed racing in the 

wet, but I still had to take a deep breath 

when I made a move on Derek around the 

outside at Gerard’s. In the end the race was 

red flagged because of a pile-up of VFRs at 

the hairpin and luckily I was still leading at 

the time.”

Cripps was more prepared for what was 

coming on Sunday – he and Russell were 

virtually inseparable in the first race. “We 

were wheel to wheel the whole race,” said 

Russell. “There can’t have been more than a 

bike length between us the whole time. I 

managed to get a wheel ahead of Derek at 

one point going into the hairpin, but the tyre 

started squealing and I knew that was the 

message to back off.”

The final race of the weekend was less 

fruitful for Gordon, whereas Cripps romped 

home for his second win of the day, jumping 

to second in the points table in the process. 

“I didn’t get my act together until it was too 

late,” admitted Russell. “Then Chris White 

got the better of me and the best I could do 

was third.”

The series’ new winner is planning more 

outings this season, so Danny Imberg and 

previous second place regular Liam 

McCarter may not find strong points as easy 

to come by as in the first two rounds. 

“I can’t do Cadwell or Anglesey,” Russell 

confirmed. “But I’ll be entering the other 

rounds, and Donington is somewhere I love 

so I’m looking for a strong result there.”

Coverage from the next round at Cadwell 

Park in the next issue. 

1988 Kawasaki 
GPX750
£821
Slightly scruffy GPX ripe 

for race action. Best of 

all it’s cheap. It’s also 

low mileage – 13,500 

miles (MoT certificates 

verify this) so the motor 

– the Kawasaki’s strong 

suit – is still healthy. We 

reckon a fit, well-

prepared GPX would 

really raise a few 

eyebrows in the class. 

Someone will do it soon 

– maybe even us. Get it 

bought, get out there.

RST Pro Serieso Series
1-piece suit
RST suits are strong, 

and modestly priced. 

This new-with-tags 

one-piece (a must 

for racing) was 

on eBay for under 

£370. CE approved 

armour included, plus 

removable lining and 

triple stitched seams.  

Arai Acess II
A quality helmet 

is essential. This is 

exactly that. ACU 

Gold certified, packed 

with Arai tech, with a 

sumptuous lining and 

decent vents. This is a 

bargain at £209 (seen 

on eBay). RRP was 

£330. If you’ve got a 

£209 head, get this.

Held Evo Thrux Held Evo Thrux
gloves
Your hands are essential, 

so protect them with the 

absolute best you can 

afford. Held make 

superb kit; their gloves 

are among the best. 

£103 to protect your 

most important 

extremities seems like 

excellent value to us. 

Sidi Vortice 
boots
Top line racing boots, 

armoured to the hilt. 

New with box on the 

eBay at £200 - that’s 

£130 less than RRP. If 

you’re really thrifty you 

can be on ther grid, 

fully-kitted, with a bike 

for three grand. That’s 

great value racing.

USEFUL CONTACTS Classic Racing Motorcycle Club: crmc.co.uk  Auto Cycle Union: acu.org.uk
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Ride to work. Work to

ride. That’s the deal

19-25 JUNE
RIDE TO WORK 
WEEK
As if you need an excuse to 

give your bike(s) a good 

caning... but clocking up a few 

more miles with a week of 

commuting should ring your 

bell. No sitting in traffic jams, no 

early starts, no tedious 

breakfast radio, riding to work 

is the guvnor. Don’t just make 

19-25 June ride to work week, 

do it every week.

Where: UK-wide event

How much: a tank of fuel

Go: ridetoworkweek.co.uk

“Petrolheads 
get up close 
and personal 

with some 
of the most 

arousing race 
tackle ever”

18 JUNE
MOTORCYCLING 
THROUGH THE AGES
A celebration of motorcycles 

from 1928 to the present day, 

so that’s the whole PS eraPS

covered and then some. 

Organised by the Waterlooville 

Motorcycle Club there’ll be 

loads of metal and it’s three 

quid to get in, under 16s free. 

Where: Horndean Tech 

College, Hants

How much: £3 adults, under 

16s free

Go: waterlooville-mcc.co.uk, 

02392 792623

Life is all about the taking part. Go get involved
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18 JUNE

Father’s Day Classic Car & 

Bike Show

Where: Clumber Park, 

Worksop, Notts

How much: TBC

Go: classicshow.org      

01484 667776

24 JUNE

Lincoln Autojumble

Where: Hemswell, nr 

Caenby Corner, Lincs

How much: entry free, £2 

parking

Go: lincolnautojumble.com

1 JULY

Rufforth Autojumble

Where: Rufforth Park, 

Rufforth, Yorks

How much: £2 admission, 

pitches from £17

Go: rufforthautojumble.com

AT A GLANCE

You know the drill by now. 

A weekend for petrolheads to get up close and 

personal with some of the most arousing race tackle 

anywhere on the planet. Big names,huge atmosphere, 

and every chance of seeing a GP legend hoist a 

monster wheelie up the hill. Expensive but worth it.

Where: Goodwood, Chichester, West Sussex

How much: adult from £34 (day depending), 

13-21 yrs from £17, under 13s free

Go: goodwood.com/flagship-events/

festival-of-speed

29 JUNE-2 JULY

Festival of 
speed

25 JUNE

HEREFORDSHIRE ON 

THE EDGE

Invented to encourage riders 

to explore the county by riding 

around its edge from the 

starting point of Ross-on-Wye. 

If the roads we’ve sampled in 

the county are anything to go 

by it promises to be a 

spectacular day’s riding. PS era PS

tackle is perfect for this.

Where: Cattle Market Cafe, 

Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire

How much: £5 per bike 

(pre-book only)

Go: 07588 559698

25 JUNE

ST IVES FESTIVAL OF 

MOTORCYCLES

Not Cornwall: Cambridgeshire. 

On 25 June the town becomes 

a mecca for all things two-

wheeled and if you’re on your 

PS best there’s a chance of anPS

award in one of the Best in 

Show categories. Our Alan is 

threatening to make an 

appearance as well. But he 

always says that.

Where: Market Hill, St Ives

How much: entry is free, 

charity donation optional

Go: facebook.com/stivfom

8-9 JULY

CRMC PS

SUPERSTOCK RD 5

Croft, the fast and furious North 

Yorkshire venue, welcomes the 

PS Superstock series. A great PS

spectator circuit with a friendly 

and accessible paddock, it’s 

worth making a full weekend of 

it; the surrounding countryside is 

spectacular, as are the roads, and 

the beautiful town of Richmond 

is only a few miles away on the 

other side of Scotch Corner.

Where: Croft, North Yorkshire

How much: £11 online, £14 gate  

Go: croftcircuit.co.uk



32  

 Free delivery to your door  Save on shop prices 
 Get your fix of PS every month, the mag that’s 

made by enthusiasts for enthusiasts

CHOOSE FROM TWO GREAT PACKAGES

12 issues for £34

6 issues for £17 6 issues for £22

12 issues for £44
when you pay a direct debit or  
continuous credit/debit card

12 issues £39.00 when you make a single  
payment by credit/debit card or PayPal

12 issues £49.00 when you make a single  
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when you pay a direct debit or 
continuous credit/debit card

PRINT ONLY PRINT & DIGITAL

Great reasons to subscribe to Practical Sportsbikes

spread the cost and pay £17 every 6 
months. Pay by direct debit  

or continuous credit/debit card

spread the cost and pay £22 every 6 
months. Pay by direct debit  

or continuous credit/debit card

OFFER EXPIRES 15 JULY 2017

SAVE 30%

Terms & Conditions: Subscriptions will start with the next available issue. Minimum term is 12 issues. This offer closes on Insert 15 July 2017. This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. Cost from 
landlines for 01 numbers per minute are (approximate) 2p to 10p. Cost from mobiles per minute (approximate) 10p to 40p. Costs vary depending on the geographical location in the UK. You may get free calls to some
numbers as part of your call package – please check with your phone provider. Order lines open 8am-9.30pm (Mon-Fri), 8am-4pm (Sat). UK orders only. Overseas? Please phone +44 1858 438828 for further details. 
Calls may be monitored or recorded for training purposes. For full terms and conditions please visit: www.greatmagazines.co.uk/offer-terms-and-conditions.

Visit greatmagazines.co.uk/psb

A YEAR WHEN YOU 
SUBSCRIBE TO
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“Practical Sportsbikes

is the UK’s best-

selling, new wave 

classic bike mag. 

Every issue is packed 

with amazing reader 

restorations, inspiring specials, 

fantastic projects, buyers’ guides, 

the most useful how-to tech 

features, and the bikes that really 

matter to you. Plus, subscribe 

this month and we’ll give you an 

extra year of Practical Sportsbikes

absolutely free. So don’t miss an 

issue – subscribe today.” 

Jim Moore, Editor

or call01858 438884 Quoting DDAA
LINES OPEN 8am-9.30pm (Mon-Fri), 8am-4pm (Sat) OVERSEAS READERS CALL +44 1858 438828 S READERS CALL Quoting CDAA 
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There are tribute bikes and 

there is this – a winner in every 

sense of the word. Des Lindsey’s 

RD500 is a potent blend of 

perfectionist visualisation, huge 

engineering skills, and top line 

finishing. So stunning a replica,  

it feels like Silverstone 1980   

WORDS JIM MOORE   

PHOTOGRAPHY JASON CRITCHELL

IN
 A

SSOCIA
TIO

N W
ITH
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I got Kenny Roberts 
to sign the tank. I told 
him what I was doing. 

He said I was mad
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I
T SEEMS fitting that Des 

Lindsey’s replica of King Kenny 

Roberts’ YZR500 should be 

crowned winner of our 2017 

Special Build of the Year competition. 

Roberts won the 500 GP title at his first 

attempt in 1978, followed up with a further 

two in ’79 and ’80 to cement his place – and 

that of his factory Yamaha YZRs – as racing 

royalty. King Ken and his 500 were a winning 

formula. So too are Des and his RD special.

The seeds of this build were sown way back 

in the late 1970s – a full half decade before 

the basis of this bike had even rolled off 

Yamaha’s production line. Des’s first ever 

exposure to bike racing was watching 

Roberts and Sheene swap paint, hand 

gestures and the race lead on Grandstand. “I 

was still a kid, but those races never left me. 

I’ve been a fan of both men and, more 

importantly, Yamaha ever since.” 

As well as forming a lifelong allegiance to 

the Yam Des’s route through RD ownership 

– air-cooled and later LCs – also developed 

his interest in modifying. “I’m a tinkerer by 

nature,” smiles our winner who makes his 

living as a bespoke tooling manager in the 

high-end automotive industry. “I like to put 

my stamp on things, make them mine, make 

them better. The RD250 I had back in the 

’80s soon became a 400; I stripped it, painted 

the frame, fitted Allspeeds and tricked it up. I 

always prefer a special to a standard bike.”

Indeed, he does. The proof stands in front 

of me as Des opens his generously sized shed. 

His Roberts rep sits alongside a Sheene Akai 

replica 500LC (more about that in a bit), an 

XBR500-powered bobber (admittedly not a 

“Des started 
squirrelling 
away parts 

before 500LC 
prices rocketed, 
so it hasn’t left 
him destitute”

IN ASSOCIATION W
ITH

Shelf life: that’s Des’s

life on the shelves

Start with a genuine fairingtart with a genuine fairing

and build a bike to match And there are many y 

more on the go
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Yamaha, but a father-and-son project yet to 

be finished), a TZ250S racer, the two 250LCs 

he raced to club championship success back 

in the early 1990s – plus a wall of trophies to 

prove it, a brace of YZF-R1s, one a 4XV, the 

other a 5JJ he’s owned from new. 

In the adjacent garage stands another 

part-built 500LC special, this one housing its 

V4 stroker lump in a TZR250 3MA frame 

with 3XV banana swingarm behind a 

genuine factory YZR500 fairing. “That was 

off one of Randy Mamola’s bikes, the scuffs 

are from when Richard Scott crashed it. A 

mate of mine owned the genuine bike and 

replaced the fairing to tidy it up. 

“I spotted it hanging in his garage rafters. I 

was trying to act all cool when I asked him if 

it was for sale. This bike – to be a full Lucky 

Strike Team Roberts replica – only exists 

because of that fairing…” Precisely the kind 

of reasoning we love here at PS.

As you may have guessed by now, Des isn’t 

the sort of fella to have just one project on 

the go at any time. And so it was with his 

SBOTY winning 500. Having given up 

sidecar racing at the end of 2011, Des needed 

another hobby. Bike building ticked all the 

boxes so he bought the frame and engine for 

this project after being outbid on a near-

complete 500LC special in boxes.

“The bike I got outbid on was a basketcase 

with an R7 seat unit and a Harris YZR fairing. 

Although it wasn’t done to a great standard I 

could see it’d work as the basis of a build for 

me. I thought I’d missed out when the 

bidding went crazy, but then a few days after 

I’d bought the frame to build this one I got a 

message from the seller saying the winning 

bidder was messing him about and was I still 

interested in buying it. I was, so I did, and I 

ended up with that bike as well.”

Des always intended the frame and engine 

he’d bought to become the Roberts replica 

you see here, but his focus switched to the 

basketcase because it was more complete. He 

duly transformed that into a tasty Wayne 

Rainey Marlboro rep and used it in race 

parades and on trackdays. Not long after one 

of his mates made an offer for it that he 

couldn’t refuse. That gave Des the funds and 

time to concentrate on his other projects.

The Roberts bike started taking shape. Des 

fitted an R1 4XV front end – wheel, brakes 

and forks – as well as grafting on a 4XV 

swingarm and rear wheel. Having mates 

through his automotive connections who are 

far more skilful at welding than him, Des got 

the R1’s shock tunnel filled, and used another 

friend’s lathe to knock-up bushes to connect 

the modified rear end to the RD frame.

“I stuck with the RD shock because I 

wanted to retain the original geometry. I was 

also able to use computer software to 

strength-test all the aluminium brackets, 

bushes and tie-bars I machined up to mate 

the horizontally-mounted LC shock to the 

R1 swingarm.”

Progress looked good until Des bought yet 

another RD500 in Bournemouth. Like 

Kenny struggles to make hisy struggles t

fighting weight these days  
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“If you think 
Des gave it a lick 

of paint then 
stood back and 
admired it you 

couldn’t be further 
from the truth”

many of the machines 

and component parts 

cluttering up his shed 

and garage, our man 

hadn’t intended to splash 

out on another V4 LC: “I 

bought a genuine ex-Sheene TZ500 fairing 

off Earnshaw’s in Huddersfield. They were 

restoring the bike, and it came off that. Thing 

was, I didn’t have a bike to fit it to, hence 

buying the one from Bournemouth. That bike 

came together quite quickly because I didn’t 

want it to be mint. The fairing has patina so I 

didn’t want the rest to look immaculate. It’s 

very much a rider, like all my bikes.”

With the Sheene bike up and running Des 

was finally able to turn his attention to his 

Roberts rep. Looking at the bike through 

fresh eyes he was unconvinced by the 

modern looking front end, so he replaced it 

with conventional R6 5EB teles and rebuilt 

FJ1200 calipers. “I got two pairs of R6 forks. 

The ones on this are off a really low mileage 

bike so they didn’t need stripping.”

Des knew the whole project hinged on one 

major detail – the pipes. Hacking about and 

reshaping the Jim Lomas spannies in order to 

accommodate other components like 

footrests, shock and linkages wasn’t an 

option; such butchery could adversely affect 

performance so the bike was built around 

them, hence their early purchase. 

Des’s stock of 500LC engine parts is 

impressive. For years he’s been quietly 

buying up barrels, heads, cranks and basically 

anything good he can lay his hands on, 

including the numerous 3MA frames in his 

possession from Japan. And because he 

started squirrelling parts away before 500LC 

prices rocketed it hasn’t left him destitute.

“Because I’m not a purist, matching 

numbers isn’t something that concerns me. I 

bought a complete motor for this project. The 

bottom end was good so I concentrated on 

the top end – rebore, new pistons, rings, and 

getting the squish and build spot on. I also 

blanked off the oil pump so I can run premix. 

It turns out the motor had a Bob Farnham 

road tune which I was pleased about because 

Bob used to tune my 250LC race engines 

and he’s also built me two other complete 

500 engines for future projects.”

While the ‘real’ engine was being prepared, 

Des bought a blown lump to stick in the bike 

so he could mount the pipes and crack on 

with the rest of the build. The LC subframe 

was removed, and in its place now sits a 

much lighter, fabricated item of Des’s own 

work. It supports the seat and the pipes, 

unlike the standard item that’s there to 

mount myriad road gubbins to, which is no 

longer needed on this special.

If you’re an RD purist you may wish to 

look away now or skip the following 

paragraph. Des knew the original LC fuel 

tank wouldn’t cut it on his special, so instead 

he cut it up. Yup, you read that correctly, he 

took a disc cutter to the Yam’s tank. 

“The stock fuel filler is raised and, frankly, 

ugly, so it had to go. I kept the lower half of 

the RD tank because it fits the frame, then I 

built up the rear of it with sections from a 

2006 R6 tank, and the top front is FZR600. It 

sounds a bit Heath Robinson, and I suppose 

in some ways it is because it was a real trial 

and error process. Most people think I’m 

mad when I tell them that I cut the tank, 

given the prices they make, but I bought this 

one when they were a lot cheaper, and I’m 

pleased with the end result.”

Then the really tricky stage of the build 

began. If you think Des then mounted a 

TZ500 fairing and seat unit, bolted on the 

controls, gave it a lick of paint then simply 

stood back and admired his handiwork you 

couldn’t be further from the truth. The panels 

are indeed TZ500 but that is where it ends…

“Getting the bodywork to fit and sit right 

was the most time-consuming part of the 

build. First off I had to widen the bellypan by 

50mm to accommodate the pipes. I got a disc 

cutter and sliced the bottom of the fairing 

three-quarters up its length from the back. 

“I then experimented with differing lengths 

of aluminium plate to hold the sections apart. 

Each time I’d offer it up to see if it fitted. 

Once I’d got it how I wanted my friend Steve 

Burt, who’s a sprayer, and who painted the 

bike, filled in the gap with glass fibre.”

Steve worked his magic with the tail piece 

too. Des worked out the correct mounting 

Hang on, some jok s put a

number plate on Kenny’s bike



THE 
BUILD

Methodical, meticulous and 
with a very firm plan for 

the end result, this is how 
Des set about the serious 
(yet stunningly rewarding) 

business of Kingmaking
MAY ’13 SHOCKING WORK
Des fabricated linkages to mate the braced 

R1 ’arm with the original (rebuilt) shock. 

Swingarm’s OE shock recess welded up.

MAY ’13 GREY DAY
YZF-R1 wheels get a coat of primer before 

Des cracks out the gold. “I wanted the 

three-spoke pattern for that period look.”

JUNE ’13 BUILD ’EM DRY
Dummy motor allowed Des to mount the JL 

pipes and fabricate brackets to fit around 

them. R1 forks later swapped for R6 items.

DEC ’13 STAY RIGHT THERE
Once Des had the fairing stays and mounts 

figured and made he fabricated a mount for 

the clocks, YPVS servo, CDI and battery.

JULY ’16 COLOUR ME GOOD
The RD at Steve Hurt’s place awaiting paint 

and graphics. Everything – including the 

speedblocks – bar the logos is paint..

OCT ’13 BODY WORK
Getting the correct positioning and 

mountings for the bodywork proved to be 

one of the build’s most difficult jobs.

JUNE ’15 MARK OF THE KING
No Roberts replica would be complete 

without the mark of the man himself. King 

Kenny gives the build his blessing.

JAN ’17 END IN SIGHT
Almost there, and now looking really rather 

special. R6 forks and FJ1200 calipers give a 

look closer to Roberts’ factory OW48R.

JUNE ’13 I’M IN BITS
The project’s motor was a good ’un. A 

complete strip revealed the bottom end to 

be strong. Top end got a full refresh.

NOV ’13 GET ME COAT
Happy with his bespoke subframe and the 

chassis dry built Des was able to spray the 

frame and then start the build proper.

JULY ’16 MOTORING ON
Engine rebuilt and sprayed, awaiting its 

installation in the chassis. Des stuck with 

stock airboxes and carbs for reliability.
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THE INSPIRATION
Grand Prix racing was a 

fast-moving hotbed of 

rapidly updated engineering 

back in the late 1970s and 

’80s. Rather than change 

spec by season, race bikes 

would change race-by-race 

and even sometimes 

radically between practice 

sessions – new frames, 

engines, pipes, the lot.

Des’s special is loosely 

based on Kenny Roberts’ 

1980 YZR500, an inline-four 

two-stroke making 130 

ferocious bhp. King Ken’s 

ride changed radically from 

the fourth round of the year 

when Yamaha updated the 

OW48 he’d started the year 

with, on which he took three 

straight wins in the process 

at Misano, Jarama and Paul 

Ricard. The new bike, the 

OW48R, had the outer 

cylinders of its inline layout 

reversed needing the pipes 

to exit via the seat. It also 

reverted to a steel frame.

Despite these ‘updates’ 

Roberts didn’t win another 

GP that year – Jack 

Middleburg, Randy Mamola, 

Will Hartog and Marco 

Lucchinelli saw to that – but 

he amassed enough points 

to take the title, his last, by 15 

points. What a bloke.

position, but this left a six-inch gap between 

the front of the seat and the tank. Steve 

bridged the gap with aluminium plate and 

fibreglass that he’s shaped so carefully you’d 

never know it’d been altered.

Mounting the fairing to the bike was a pig 

of a job. Every time Des felt he’d got the 

positioning right around one component, it’d 

be wildly out next to another, or it’d sit too 

high, too low, too far forward, or too far back. 

After much head scratching, mounting, 

removal, sculpting and remounting he finally 

felt confident enough to say ‘Yup, that’s it’.

“It was a one-shot job, because I had to 

drill the frame spars for the side mounts. 

Once I’d done that there was no going back. I 

then made up the final spigots and mounting 

plates to attach it to the bike.”

Mounting and spacing the footrests also 

proved to be far from simple. Retaining the 

kickstarter was essential, as was clearance 

between the kicker, right hand footrest and 

fairing. Des solved the issue by using the 

RD’s original footrest hangers with R1 ’pegs 

and levers. To get the ’pegs an equal distance 

from the frame without compromising the 

ergonomics he machined mounting bosses to 

attach them to the LC hangers. Again, it 

sounds simple, but this was another detail job 

that took time and considerable effort.

Kenny’s works YZR had its YPVS servo 

units mounted beneath the clocks; Des 

wanted the same for his special, so he 

fabricated a mounting tray to accommodate 

them, the battery, Scitsu clocks and CDI. It 

looks factory, especially with the fairing off.

While Des painted both the de-lugged 

frame and R1 wheels, Steve Burt, nicknamed 

‘Hooky’ on account of his prosthetic arm, 

took care of the panels. RS Paints provided 

IN ASSOCIATION W
ITH

the correct Daytona yellow that Steve 

applied over the base black and white; the 

only stickers used are the logos. The result is 

stunning, especially under rich summer light. 

Des points at the bike’s crowning touch: “I 

got Kenny Roberts to sign the tank. I met him 

at the Goodwood Festival when I started 

building the bike. I told him what I was doing 

and he said I was mad. Even so I asked if I 

brought the tank along the following year 

would he sign it for me. He said ‘yes’ so I did. 

Now I want to show him the finished bike.”

Des is beaming, stoked to have won the 

SBOTY prize, against strong opposition, and 

with the kudos of it being a reader vote.

But this bike wasn’t built to simply to win 

prizes or just be stunning to look at. It was 

built to ride hard, on the track, so I wasn’t 

going to leave West Sussex without having 

first seen if it rides as well as it looks.

“Des is beaming, 
stoked to have won 

the SBOTY prize, with 
the kudos of it being 

a reader vote”
You could safely stand andely s

stare for hours on end
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Frontal assault
Began with R1 components that didn’t quite create 

the right look, so were abandoned in favour of 

R6 bits with FJ1200 brake calipers to pull off the 

period vibe. The FJ stoppers will be replaced soon 

(not quite up to it for track use)

Keeping it wheel
It had to be three-spoke items to 

keep the period vibe going strong  

42

Tanks make bikes and

this is the guvnor

Up close and personal, andUp close and personal, and

it doesn’t disappoint



Bob the builder
Engine has a Bob Farnham road tune and 

breathes through stock carbs and airbox 

Subframe by Des
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Scitsu tachos always

look the dogs’

Lomas spannies skirt theomas spannies skirt the

shock within millimetres

IN ASSOCIATION W
ITH
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“A long, 
smooth 
90mph 

horseshoe 
bend is more 

to the LC’s 
liking and 

mine”
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THE RIDE
The best race replicas not only deceive the 

eye, they also impart at least some of the 

experience of the original. Kenny’s YZR 

never had an ignition key, so neither does this 

doppelgänger. Instead, there’s a dash 

mounted on/off switch. Nice touch. Des has 

made one concession to practicality, however, 

in keeping the kickstart. He folds up the ’peg, 

then holds it in place with a lockwire-

mounted pin – his own handiwork, natch.

Two kicks and the big two-stroke barks into 

life, filling the Goodwood paddock with a 

blanket of rich, pungent blue/white smoke. 

Des strokes the throttle in rhythmic blasts, 

warming through the cylinders until it’s 

settled enough to idle. The single-skin JL 

spannies emit a glorious bwaaap, bwaaap, 

from their carbon fibre cans.

A crowd of car-types gather to witness the 

riot of sound and smell. They look on 

perplexed as I roll out of the paddock 

towards the exit road in a flurry of clutch slip 

and revs. I imagine they’re asking Des and 

photographer Jason what it is, confused as to 

why country singer Kenny Rogers would 

have an interest in such noisy, smelly 

contraptions...

Alf, sorry, Kenny, sorry, K y

Roberts gets it on 

Still looks mad on the

road, in a great way

IN ASSOCIATION W
ITH
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Things I’ve learnt
With a special, getting the right

‘look’ takes time. That involves

finding the right place for each part.

Getting one right has a knock-on effect

on the next part. Be patient and take

your time before making those final

mounting holes. It’s worth that extra

effort.

Use part numbers when looking

for stuff. Many parts fit various

different models, so the price

difference between the same part

advertised for a TZR250 or an RD500

can be huge.

Understand what you can do,

and what you can’t. Where my

skill-set ends, that of many of my

skills of my mates.

Thanks to:

SPECIFICATION

ENGINE 

6.6:1 CDI

TRANSMISSION

Clutch

Gearbox

CHASSIS

1 x 256mm disc,

Wheels

YZF-R1 rear)

PERFORMANCE

140mph (est) Power 90bhp@9500rpm

(est) Torque

1

2

3



This is what days likey

these are made for
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after the

we could when we could.

W

WORDS MARK GRAHAM 

PHOTOGRAPHY BAUER ARCHIVE

Top 10 underrated bikes

     BMW K1

In less than subtle blood and 

custard, or any colour combo 

you care to think of, nothing 

was ever going to mask the 

protuberant form of this odd 

speedster. So BMW made a 

virtue of its bulbous aspect.

It was big, heavy, and 

consequently a major effort to 

turn. And stolid, dull, yet 

other-worldly and strangely 

engaging to ride. The 

forerunner of the now huge 

K-family was Bayerishe 

Motoren Werke’s first foray into 

fast-ish sports/touring tackle 

and although it weighed a 

Lardey-Davidson-like 234kg, 

and only produced 95bhp, that 

radical aero-package ensured it 

could tramp along at an easily 

sustainable 150mph. Quiet, 

comfortable, and with heated-

grips a proper all-seasons 

proposition, this frankly bizarre 

contraption gained a following 

not only from Bee-Emm 

diehards, but other types of 

motorcyclist too (no offence 

intended).

BMW K1

1989-1993

Engine: liquid-cooled, dohc, 16v, 

longitudinal inline-four 

Capacity: 987cc 

Dry weight: 234kg 

Top speed: 150mph 

Price new: £9450 Prices now:

£3000-£5000

10
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Bloor’s BMW GS rival is

feistier and more fun 

9. Triumph Tiger
What, you might justifiably ask, 

is a first generation Bloor triple 

trailie doing in a magazine 

called Practical Sportsbikes? 

Here’s why: aside from 

catastrophic fork dive under 

anything passing for heavy 

braking, this thing is the nearest 

a ’90s trail bike ever got to 

being a quasi-sports tool. With 

ludicrous midrange poke it 

fairly leapt out of turns and the 

way it almost hung onto the 

drive at the top end made it 

almost exciting to ride.

Fans of the BMW GS series 

could reasonably argue their 

1150 was the better machine at 

the time. Maybe. But, for 

character and zest, the Trumpet 

knocked the Beemer into a 

cocked hat. Think of it as an 

early Speed Triple on stilts.

Triumph Tiger

1993-1998

Engine: liquid-cooled, dohc, 12v 

inline-triple 

Capacity: 885cc 

Dry weight: 209kg 

Top speed: 132mph 

Price new: £7239 

Prices now: £1000-£2200

8. Buell S1 Lightning
Harley-Davidson dollars 

enabled wunderkind Erik Buell 

to build his range of mad 

sportsbikes powered by a 

breathed-on version of Harley’s 

1200 Sportster engine. With its 

tiny wheelbase and steep 

steering the Lightning almost 

behaved like a Grand Prix 250. 

At 200kg it wasn’t quite a TZ 

but the throbbing 1203cc 

45-degree V-twin lump almost 

made up for the weight penalty. 

If it weren’t for the reluctant 

five-speed gearbox, more than 

a few electrical issues and the 

not entirely dependable belt 

drive, you could have forgiven it 

the wilful weirdness. The frame 

geometry worked, the price 

was almost right, but it proved 

too much of an acquired taste.           

Buell S1 Lightning

1998-2002

Engine: air-cooled, pushrod, 4v, 

45-degree V-twin 

Capacity: 1203cc 

Dry weight: 200kg 

Top speed: 130mph 

Price new: £8995 

Prices now: £2000-£4000

7. Ducati 900SS
One of the more magical 

number/letter combos to come 

out of Bologna and while this 

1991 version might not have the 

overblown status (and daft 

price tag) of its bevel-drive 1975 

predecessor, it’s a realistic and 

rewarding proposition to own.    

The two valve per cylinder 

90-degree V-twin engine 

provides an intoxicating 

combination of thudding drive 

and glassy smoothness, the 

steel trellis frame lends an 

exotic air and a tautness to the 

chassis. While some consider 

this to be a bread and butter 

Ducati – that shouldn’t be taken 

as a put-down. 

Stay on top of maintenance 

(not that difficult) and a 900SS 

will reward you with serene 

handling and soulful propulsion.

Ducati 900SS

1990-2001

Engine: air-cooled, desmo, 4v, 

90-degree V-twin 

Capacity: 904cc 

Dry weight: 188kg 

Top speed: 143mph 

Price new: £7500 

Prices now: £2000-£4000  

6. Laverda Mirage
Like the Jota from the 3C the 

Mirage was a British Slater 

Brothers effort transforming 

the slightly staid 1200TS into a 

way more appealing roadster 

with hotter cams and freer-

breathing pipes. While ‘only’ 

1116cc, the extra cubes over the 

Jota’s 981 make for a noticeably 

torquier engine, yet still with 

the undeniable character of the 

180-degree crankshaft (before 

Laverda went to a smoother 

120-degrees in 1982).

It is a big beast and requires 

exertion to ride fast, but quick it 

is with a 140mph top whack. 

While people froth at the 

mouth when original Jota’s 

crop up for sale, Mirages remain 

equally enticing and marginally   

better value. 

Laverda Mirage

1978-1979

Engine: air-cooled, dohc, 6v 

inline-triple 

Capacity: 1116cc 

Dry weight: 247kg 

Top speed: 140mph 

Price: then £2495 

Prices: now £8000-£10,000

Nice airbox mate. It ain’t pretty,
but goes well (mostly)

You can feel the effort

from here: “Get in”

9

8

7

6

No frills, darn good

motorcycle
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Yamaha TRX850
Unloved, ignored at the time 

because it wasn’t an Italian V-twin. 

It was cleverer than that. Yamaha 

employed 270-degree crankshaft 

phasing to mimic the behaviour of 

a V-twin (what the same phasing 

their MT-07 uses today). It gave the 

TRX V-twin power pulses (for 

better traction) and a V-twin 

soundtrack (for way less boredom 

than traditional twin dreariness).

Wrapped in a tidy trellis frame, 

the 76bhp engine was OK (but 

hampered by a massive power-

sapping balance shaft). The 

handling was perfectly 

acceptable, but it was Yamaha’s 

unexceptional styling that 

condemned it to an early 

retirement.

Retrospectively, we were 

all fools to dismiss it on 

account of dullness. The 

engine (if you spent enough 

money on Japanese tuners’ 

Over’s bits) could be coaxed 

into knocking out 100bhp, and 

with a few chassis upgrades, ie 

brakes and decent rear shock, the 

TRX can perhaps not boogie, but it 

can certainly dad dance.   

Yamaha TRX850

Engine: liquid-cooled, dohc, 10v 

parallel-twin Capacity: 849cc 

Dry weight: 190kg Top speed:

137mph Price then: £7249 

Prices now: £1500-£4000

5

Kawasaki GPX750R

4

Avert your gaze from the FT 

footwear and revel in the TRX

His lid cost more than the bike

“Many survive owing to their historical 
position as last choice sportsbike”
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Top 10 underrated bikes

This has got it all – and with an
almost ludicrous price tag

Don’t let those vents grate on
you – this is a fine motorbike

2

3 Suzuki RF900
Unless you’re a big fan of 

the louvre as a styling exercise, 

you might not be able look 

beyond the skin of this solid 

sports tourer. If you called it a 

tourer now though, you’d be 

wrong. With 125bhp and 70lb.ft 

available, this thing was always 

respectably quick, and with 

half-decent brakes too. What’s 

most surprising is how good 

the steel beam chassis is. Steel 

meant cheap, but steel also 

means massive rigidity for a not 

so disastrous weight penalty 

(although in reality not so much 

on this big RF).

The suspension is not 

high-end but it’s nicely 

calibrated for the mass of this 

louvred leviathan. There’s 

decent cornering clearance too 

and the RF’s riding position is 

top end comfy. You can easily 

get 200 miles from a tank if 

you need, or drain it in 170 if 

you enjoy yourself. And enjoy 

yourself you will. Pound shop 

value for a proper motorbike.    

Suzuki RF900

1994-1999

Engine: liquid-cooled, dohc, 16v, 

inline-four Capacity: 937cc Dry 

weight: 225kg Top speed:

155mph Price then: £6799 

Prices now: £1000-£2200

Kawasaki ZX-9R C1/2

899cc

Prices now:
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Yamaha Fazer
Don’t, whatever you do, 

get a post-’04 Fazer – poor 

imitation of a budget legend. 

No one who ever rode a first 

generation Fazer can say they 

aren’t a magical blend of just 

enough power, just enough 

handling and more than 

enough of braking power to 

get you out of the trouble you’ll 

invite by taking frequent 

imbecilic liberties.

Some bikes become more 

than the sum of their parts and 

the Fazer is one of those few

you say – much more would 

ask questions the steel frame 

and ‘adequate’ springing and 

damping would find hard to 

answer. It looks so right in any 

of the original single colours or 

in the later two-tones, it will 

scratch, commute and tour, 

even two-up at a push. The 

Fazer is the go-to bargain bike 

of all time.    

Yamaha FZS600

1998-2004

Engine: liquid-cooled, dohc, 16v, 

inline-four Capacity: 599cc

Top 10 underrated bikes

1

Forget the value thing for a

minute. The Fazer is fun, fun, fun   
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Honda

VF1000R
A statement bike from Big H when 

they needed it and still a monument to 

sound engineering and fine detailling. 

How was it overlooked for so long?  

WORDS PHIL WEST  PHOTOGRAPHY JASON CRITCHELL
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Honda VF1000R

H
ONDA IS FAMOUS for its series 

of superlative-laden, ‘homologation 

special’ superbikes. It began with 

the ‘ultimate CB’, the CB1100RB 

of 1981 and went on to include machines as 

glorious and mouth-watering as the RC30, 

RC45 and SP-1/2. All are Championship-

winning exotica without equal. Today all are 

among the most prized and valuable 

collectors’ machines of all.

Except for one: the 1984-86 VF1000R.

The 1000R was, simply, the pinnacle of 

Honda’s early forays into V4 power and 

both brilliant and flawed because of it.

Born out of the ‘loss of face’ arising from 

the NR500 GP project and rushed into 

production at the height of the Honda 

versus Yamaha battle for supremacy in the 

early ’80s, those initial production big V4s, 

first the VF750S and VF750F, then the 

VF1000F and R, managed to both dazzle 

and disappoint in equal measure.

The VF750S ‘Sabre’ came first but 

although giving a clear indication of a new 

era of compact liquid-cooling and 

sophistication, its Stateside style ensured it 

was never taken seriously here. The 

eagerly-awaited, 85bhp sports 750F was 

next in 1983, shining briefly before the first 

cam concerns were raised. Then, in early 

1984, it was the turn of the 1000s: the 

‘street sports’ VF1000F followed by the 

flagship, ultra-exotic VF1000R.

Although both shared the 750’s 

crankcases, a box-section double cradle 

frame and 16/17inch wheel combo, in every 

other respect the R was in a different league. 

With a unique, racer-inspired, geared 

camdrive and other mods, the R was more 

powerful; it was also lighter, exquisitely-

equipped and, with a wind-tunnel 

developed full fairing and HRC livery, it was 

the raciest bike not just Honda, but Japan 

had ever produced. In 1984, Japanese bikes 

simply didn’t get any more exotic. And, with 

a price tag of nearly £5500 (or £1000 more 

than a contemporary Laverda Jota) more 

exclusive, either.

But sadly, all of that wasn’t enough for the 

VF1000R to succeed, either. With superbike 

regulations changed to 750cc for 1984 the 

1000R never made a mark on track; its 

price put it out of reach of most and the 

arrival, within months, of Kawasaki’s faster, 

better handling and almost £2000 cheaper 

GPZ900R consigned the big Honda to 

failure. New 1000Rs remained unsold for 

years, for decades afterwards they could be 

had for a song.

Today, however, it’s on the up. Finally 

appreciated as the first geared cam Honda 

V4 and, as such, the daddy of the VFR750 

and RC30, the VF1000R is an appreciating 

classic. Here’s why…
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Wheels/tyres

ComStar wheels were to the same design

as the 1983 NS500 ridden by World

Champion Freddie Spencer: 16-inch front

and 17-inch rear. Bridgestone rear tyre was

the first radial on a production motorcycle.

Instruments

Rubber-mounted clocks inspired by the

RS1000RW racer. Three black-faced,

red-numbered, analogue dials: central,red-numbered, analogue dials: central,

electronic tacho with 11,000rpm redline,

speedo on the left with temperature

gauge on the right, with a strip of

warning lights underneath.

Bodywork

The 1000R was one of the most

aerodynamic production bikes of the time.

Full fairing and seat unit was made from

light FRP while the detachable pillion seat

cover mimicked race styling. Novel features

included self-opening air-vents, which

opened under pressure at speed.

Geared for race success
THE KEY EVENT in the VF1000R story 

was the Daytona 200, then the most 

prestigious race in the world’s biggest 

motorcycle market: America. With its 

forthcoming new road V4s under 

development Honda targeted the ’82 race as 

the shop window for its new V4 technology.

As one of Honda’s V4 engineers said: 

“Before releasing the bike on the market we 

wanted to show the world the amazing 

performance of the V4 engine. So we wanted 

to win the most prestigious race in America, 

the Daytona 200.” 

The 200 was then a comparatively ‘open’ 

1000cc F1 formula, so the machine Honda 

built to contest it, although based on the 

forthcoming VF750, was very different.

The RS1000RW was powered by a racing 

prototype version of the production 

90-degree V4, loaded with NR500 

technology and sporting a new, geared 

cam-drive of the type only then used by the 

most extreme of factory racers. The result 

produced more than 150bhp and blistering 

speed. In fact it was so powerful that, with 

Freddie Spencer at the controls, it proved too 

much for its tyres and could only finish 

second to great rivals Yamaha. Even so, the 

potential of Honda’s V4 was clear.

With the establishment of HRC (Honda 

Racing Corporation) later that year, the 

RS1000RW was developed into the RS850R 

for 1983 as famously contested by Joey 

Dunlop at the Isle of Man TT. And then, with 

the change in superbike regulations, the 

RS750R in 1984, which was also raced to 

great success not just in F1 but also world 

endurance, still using geared cam drive.

It was inevitable Honda would set about 

producing a road-going replica in the style of 

those racers; a bike that could be Big H’s new, 

no-expense-spared, sporting flagship and the 

ultimate V4 to celebrate those bikes’ success. 

That bike would be the 1984 VF1000R.

That background also explains much of the 

new machine’s design. Although a geared 

cam drive was expensive to manufacture it 

was considered vital to the VF1000R’s 

specification and overrode any cost concerns. 

As a result, the new machine would be a 

premium-priced, limited edition model. 

Even in crayon it still
looks mighty pretty

Cam gears expensive
but very reliable

Arrows suggest he’s going the wrong way
Front suspension

Forks are conventional,

‘right-way-up’ telescopics

with air-assistance and a

diameter of 41mm. These

were three-way

adjustable for rebound

damping only but also

featured Honda’s ‘TRAC’

mechanical anti-dive

system. Mudguard was

heavily braced,

‘endurance style’ quick-

release hinges clamped

wheel spindle.



Racebike looked ace with split 
level two-into-two pipes
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Brakes

Lights

beam unit), twin round tail lights.

Engine

Rear suspension

Honda VF1000R

As a flagship machine, the 1000R was to 

have the best of everything, whether that be 

pioneering, remotely-adjustable rear 

suspension, GP-style ComStar wheels (the F 

had boomerang Comstars), novel, endurance 

quick-release front axle clamps or the first 

radial tyre on a production roadster. Finally, 

as road-going replica of the all-conquering 

RS racers, the VF1000R also deliberately 

mimicked those bikes’ styling, right down to 

its aerodynamic, race-style bodywork and 

endurance-alike lights.

And the result, when launched in the 

spring of 1984, had all the ‘wow factor’ the 

specification suggests and that Honda had 

always intended for it. On paper, and in the 

metal, nothing – nothing – came close.

Unfortunately, the reality didn’t deliver the 

same degree of awe – for a variety of reasons. 

First, although a decent performer, the 

1000R was still a heavy, fairly ‘old school’ 

sportster. Hindered partly by a change in 

superbike regulations to 750cc, the Honda, 

unlike the preceding CB1100R, was 

no success on track. The best it 

managed was with Swedish rider 

Peter Linden fifth at the 1984 Bol 

d’Or. Later, Wayne Gardner 

famously dubbed it a ‘marshmallow’ 

after failing to win the Australian 

Castrol 6-hour aboard one.

Second, the Honda’s bubble was 

quickly burst by the arrival of 

Kawasaki’s GPZ900R, the bike that 

really revolutionized the class. With 

more compact proportions, 50lb 

less weight and nearly the same 

power all at £1500 less than the Honda, the

Kawasaki made more sense for every reason.

And, third, the VF’s cam problems were too 

fresh in the memory. Sure, Honda’s V4 time 

would come with the VFR750 and RC30 

which both used the geared cam layout 

pioneered on the 1000R. But the buying 

public certainly wasn’t ready for it quite yet. 

Not at nearly six grand at any rate.

The VF1000R never gained a racing 

pedigree, but its layout, look and specification 

still demand attention and it remains an 

important chapter in Honda’s V4 history.

Today, 1000Rs are no longer quite the £2K 

bargains they were just a few years ago, but 

even at £6K-plus the VF is still a hell of a lot 

of classy, exclusive, historic Honda at a 

fraction of RC prices. A bargain, no less.

Gear driven cams

Frame/swingarm

rectangular box-section double cradle. In

Weight saving
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Engine number range: 

SC16E-2000055 – 2003534

Frame number range:

SC16-2000044 – 2003482

Colours: Red/white/blue with 

red mudguard, fork legs and 

seat hump. Claimed output of 

122bhp.

Engine number range:

SC16E-2100878 – 2104233

Frame number range:

SC16-2100008 – 2102063

Colours: Blue/white/red with 

red mirrors, blue seat hump, 

single headlamp for US bikes.

Replaced E in April 1985.

Engine number range:

SC16E-2201012 – 2201521

Frame number range:

SC16-2200001 – 2200500

Colours: Rothmans replica 

blue/white/red/gold.

Introduced in March 1986. 

Discontinued August 1987.

1984

HONDA VF1000RE
1985

HONDA VF1000RF
1986

HONDA VF1000RG

Rare groove, fast mover 
Which model?

engine numbers are listed here but a full

vf1000.com/vf1000r/

SPARES PRICES

All from www.cmsnl.com, except * 
from www.wemoto.com

GENUINE PARTS

Headlight bulb (original) £26.7477

Oil filter (original) £12.31

Spark plugs per set (NGK DPR8EA-9) £14.92*

Cylinder head gasket (original) £25.46

Front disc (original) £254.64

Brake lever (original) £35.65

Tachometer (original)TT £350.96

Pillion footrest (original) £125.19

Front indicator (original) £34.80

Screen (original) £415.08

Front wheel, complete (original) £704.1104.04.

Rear brake pedal (original) £162.55

Headlight unit (original) £92.95

Radiator, complete (original) £497.86497497

T I M E L I N E

Crash damage/finish
Any 1000R is now over 30 years old and as a

heavy, fully-faired performance machine at

least some scuffing or evidence of a tip-off is

likely, so inspect closely.That said, being a top

spec Honda, theVF1000R’s quality is good,

it’s decently durable with little likelihood of

corrosion and most examples will also have

probably lead a pampered life.

Bodywork
Given theVF1000R’s age and exclusivity

you’d expect parts to be rare and they are,

rarest of all.

Early UK and most European models

Single headlight for US for 1985 model Fairing vents operate on wind pressureQR spindle clamps an endurance race trend

Engine number range:

Values



Kawasaki GPZ900R 
1984-2003

inline four

Set liquid-cooled,

16v, transverse four

sports template

Yamaha FJ1100 

Honda VF1000F
1984-1985

A

Value now:
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Honda VF1000R

The competitionthis version is usually considered the prettiest

and most desirable or all variants. Later

versions and US, Swiss, Japanese and some

other models featured a different, single

beam headlamp.Again, be aware of what

you’re looking at.

Cams

Seat cover aped racer’s single seat unitWeight-saving perforated brake torque arm

Fuel pump
Another area that often fails on machines of

Useful contacts
• 

• 
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Simply oozing quality 
IT MIGHT BE A so-called ‘chocolate cam’IT MIGHT BE A

VF and lack the racing pedigree of the more 

illustrious CB1100R, RC30 or RC45 but I 

defy anyone not to be enthralled and 

seduced by the VF1000R. I know I was.

Back in 1984 I was a ‘misunderstood’ 

(ahem) student trying to look impressive 

along the streets of Stoke-on-Trent aboard 

my beloved 350LC and addicted to the 

motorcycle magazine of the day: Bike, the 

occasional Superbike and, most anarchic of 

all, the now sadly defunct Which Bike? And Ie?

remember vividly seeing the VF1000R for 

the first time in the latter: a vision of Honda 

muscle and technology; bold and beautiful in 

Honda red, white and blue and, at over 

five-and-a-half grand, not just out of reach, 

but out of this world.

And today, admiring this example in the 

metal those memories come flooding back.

It belongs to PS reader Lee Eld who’s had PS

it about eight months but lusted after one, 

like me, since the mid-1980s. It’s a final year 

‘G’ that was sold new in Japan in 1988 (see, 

told you some hung around for a while) 

before later being imported into the UK and 

given an appropriate age-related plate.

Lee would be the first to admit it’s not mint 

but it IS completely original right down to 

him having the special Honda paddock 

jacket that came with all R sales. It also has 

the later single headlamp rather than the 

original twin-beam. 

Virtually every other detail, however, 

simply dazzles and is a testament to how 

Honda build their very best bikes. There’s the 

gorgeous alloy fuel tap that mimics an 

endurance quick filler; the self-closing fairing 

vents and the ‘door’ over the oil glass; the 

adjustable clip-ons and those ComStar 

wheels. I could easily go on, there’s so much 

that meets the eye.

Better still the VF’s a truly handsome, 

well-proportioned bike in its own right. In 

classic Honda red/white and blue, a livery 

straight off the NS of Lucchinelli, the 1000R’s 

side profile is pure ‘Honda racing’. People 

often harp on about how the 1985 GSX-

R750F, as based on Suzuki’s endurance XR41, 

was the first ‘racer replica’. On the basis of 

Lee’s bike today, though, m’lud, I’d beg to 

differ: the 1000R is pure RS1000 and utterly 

mouth-watering for it.

It’s better still from the saddle. Lee’s already 

warned me not to expect too much. Despite 

all those weight-saving boasts the 1000R’s still 

a big, hefty unit; narrow, old-ish tyres plus that 

16-inch front means it’s a generation or more 

behind modern sports tackle through the 

twisties while, however high-spec those brakes 

were back in the day, by modern standards 

they’re about as much use as a clothes peg 

grasping a paving slab.

On the plus side, though, at least at first, 

there’s a lot to commend. The VF’s height and 

all-round ‘generous’ proportions suit my 6’3”; 

although the ’pegs are high and require a slight 

stretch it’s generally comfy and roomy. It’s tall 

and hefty though, yet with feet flat on the 

ground easy to manouvere out of Lee’s drive.

Choke and fuel on and the big Honda starts 

first stab before settling down in a familiar dry, 

wooden drone that has shades of RC and 

reminds me of my old VFR at the same time. 

Then it’s light-ish clutch in, left foot prod 

down, green neutral light out and we’re away. 

After a slight lack-of-brakes panic at the 

T-junction onto the main road I’m out into the 

glorious sun-drenched rolling hills of 

Buckinghamshire.

Open the taps and it

fairly romps away



More suited now to gentle rolling in

than eagerly chucking it at bends
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Honda VF1000R

“Every detail 
dazzles and it’s 

a testament 
to how Honda 

build their very 
best bikes”



D I M E N S I O N S & S P E C I F I C AT I O N S

Rolls along nicely but you

wouldn’t want to push it
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Overall length 2170mm (85.4in)

Overall width 730mm (28.7in))Wheelbase 1505mm (59.3in)

completely fine by me. My ageing frame far 

prefers that sort of sports style anyway.

If yours does too, the 1000R still has bags 

of style and allure. As a lump of metal it’s 

’80s eye-candy worthy of just as much 

blather over a cuppa as an RC30 at five times 

the price. As a ride it’s man-sized comfortable 

yet still fun enough. And as an historic Honda 

it’s simply impossible, still, to buy one more 

for less moolah. I only wish I’d bought one 

when even the really good ones were still 

around two grand. 

Thanks to Lee Eld for the VF-R. Top mano

Specification | 1984 Honda VF1000RE
ENGINE Type liquid-cooled, dohc, 16v, 90-degree V4 Capacity 998cc Bore x stroke 77 x 53.6mm

Compression ratio 10.5:1 Ignition CDI Carburation 4 x 36mm Keihin CV TRANSMISSION Primary/final drive gear/chain Clutch wet-

multiplate Gearbox 5-speed x CHASSIS Frame box-section steel double cradle, aluminium truss type swingarm Front suspension 41mm 

telescopic forks with air assist, 3-way rebound damping, adjustable anti-dive Rear suspension Pro-Link monoshock with 3-way adjustable 

rebound damping Front brake 2 x 285mm discs, four-piston calipers Rear brake 1 x 285mm disc, twin-piston caliper Wheels aluminium 

ComStar Front tyre 120/80 x 16 Rear tyre 140/80 x 17 PERFORMANCE Top speed 150mph Power 122bhp@10,500rpm

Torque 66lb.ft@8000rpm Fuel consumption 46mpg Price new £5489

There’s definitely a sense of some kind of 

‘sea change’ moment with the 1000R. As if it 

represents the end of one era and the 

beginning of a new. Although there’s plenty 

of modern tech and its looks were, at the 

time, cutting edge, there’s something about its 

posture and scale that makes it feel it’s from 

the end of the air-cooled CB1100 era, yet 

before the beginning of a new, more compact, 

taut and modern GPZ900R/FZ/GSX-R one.

As a big bike you have the comfort and 

roominess those dimensions deliver but also 

the bulk, ungainliness and lack of precision 

that comes with it. The 1000R’s frame is 

box-section but fairly spindly and still an 

old-style double cradle; the suspension, 

though sophisticated in its day, is far more 

plush and soft than any modern sportster 

and I can imagine it fairly quickly tying itself 

in knots. But then its grip, through those 

skinny tyres, is fairly average, while those 

brakes are so borderline you’ll likely never 

push it that far.

Don’t get me wrong, the 1000R’s not 

horrid in any sense. The impressively linear 

delivery of the V4 that pulls from virtually 

nothing before droning all the way up to an 

amazingly impressive (for the era) 

11,000rpm redline, must have seemed 

astonishing in 1984. While the chassis, slight 

weight problem aside, was about as assured 

and involving as 1000cc bikes then got.

But again, the overall feeling I came away 

with was that the 1000R represents the end 

of something, the end of big and butch old 

school superbikes before the introduction of 

a new breed of lighter, more compact, revvier 

machines like the GPZ, GSX-R and FZ.

I could quite happily live with that. The 

1000R is a bike for comfortable rolling 

around country lanes, riding on the flexibility 

of the V4, rather than slicing and dicing 

through them balancing on the sharpness of 

its steering. Attempt that and I’m sure you’ll 

come a cropper fairly soon. And that’s 



Honda VF1000R

Red, white and blue livery

still rocking it today
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“As a lump of metal 
it’s ’80s eye-candy 

worthy of just as 
much blather over a 

cuppa as an RC30 at 
five times the price”
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Y 1978, litre bikes 

were all the rage: 

Honda’s GL1000 

had kicked things off 

three years earlier, followed by 

the mighty Kawasaki Z1000 in 

1977 and Suzuki’s GS1000 in 

’78. But where were Yamaha? 

They were about to make a late 

but grand entrance with a bike 

they hoped would trump the lot: 

the XS1100. 

In a way it did – certainly for a 

bit, anyway. The 1101cc, 

air-cooled, inline-four engine 

gave the new Yamaha the title of 

the largest capacity Japanese 

production bike on its release, 

but it wasn’t all about trying to 

simply be bigger and better. A 

quartet of 34mm, constant 

velocity Mikuni carbs and a TCI 

(transistor-controlled) ignition 

system gave the bike a level of 

technical sophistication, with 

95bhp delivered smoothly right 

across the rev range. This was not 

just the engine from the XS750 

with an extra cylinder bolted on. 

Even so, the bike had its 

drawbacks. Plain styling aside, 

the XS1100 was a big old unit, 

and packing the scales at 275kg 

made it distinctly heavier than 

the GL1000 (265kg), KZ1000 

(245kg) and the GS1000 

(233kg). The long engine and 

correspondingly long wheelbase 

of 61 inches made for a hefty 

machine that was slow in 

corners, the feeling being that 

Yamaha had spent all their 

money on a fancy engine and 

had forgotten to make the bike 

go around corners. It was a solid 

bike for touring, but 298mm 

front discs and single pot calipers 

were not really up to the job of 

stopping something that heavy. 

With the FJ1100 waiting in the 

wings by 1982, the XS1100 

would only have a fairly brief 

model run of three years. Yet 

nearly four decades has not 

dimmed enthusiasm for a bike 

that many owners believe could 

be one of the next classics to 

rocket in value. Get yourself a 

good one to restore, be patient 

for parts and you could be sitting 

on a nice asset. Just ask these 

four owners…

Yamaha
XS1100
It’s a big chunk of metal with 

finicky carbs, and parts are hard 

to find. But a strong engine and 

butch lines make it worthwhile  

WORDS HANS SEEBERG

 1980 XS1100
Paul Jayson, Totnes, 
Devon, UK

“THE FIRST THING you need 

to know about the XS1100 is 

that getting hold of a good 

one is tricky – I run a little 

business in classic bikes 

(themotorcyclebroker.co.uk) 

and I see an awful lot of these 

in bad condition. A lot of them 

have been couriered in a 

previous life or become trikes. 

“I used to courier an XS in 

London back in the ’80s, 

which is one of the reasons I 

wanted to get hold of one 

again. I bought it semi- 

restored but someone had 

done such a bad job I pretty 

much had to start again. 

“Certain things have to be 

bang-on with on the XS1100, 

like the carbs. If these aren’t 

set up right it feels like the 

bike’s got an electrical 

problem. Set up the carbs 

before you do anything else 

– after making sure the valve 

clearances are correct. When I 

got the bike the carbs had 

supposedly been set up, but 

the needle valves weren’t 

Yamaha parts so I had to 

replace them. Best not use 

aftermarket parts here. You 

have to make sure there are no 

leaks in the exhaust system 

and get everything spot on. 

Make sure your fuel taps are 

working properly before you 

sort the carbs, or they’ll always 

be out. 

“It’s taken a lot of time and 

money to sort this bike. 

They’re expensive to restore 

and it’s hard to find quality 

parts. You can get a few 

replica parts from Yambits, but 

some stuff just needs to be 

genuine. You can buy an 

XS1100 and spend 10 grand 

before you’ve even blinked. 

B

XS all areas, plus square

clocks and headlight. Class

He doesn’t realise how

fast he’s going. Poor fella
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Restoration revealed

“A fantastic machine with 
bags of torque – really quick 
when you give it a handful”

“With the sound of that 
engine I had the biggest 
smile you could imagine”

 1983 XS1100
Gordon Turke, Liskeard, 
Cornwall, UK

“LAST YEAR I was looking for 

an old bike to restore and I 

found this XS1100 on eBay. It 

was a 1983 2H9 model and 

although there was only one 

picture of it, it was pretty 

cheap so I thought, ‘How bad 

can it actually be?’ I offered the 

guy £500, which he gratefully 

accepted, so early the very 

next day I went to get the bike. 

And... oh dear. 

“It was terrible. I could barely 

see a bike underneath all the 

rust, and it looked like it was 

ready for the scrapyard. I 

wanted to walk away but I’d 

made the offer so I had to stick 

with it. I loaded it on my trailer, 

got it home and my wife gave 

me one of those looks that 

said, ‘You must be joking.’ My 

reply was simply, ‘Watch this 

space.’ Over the next 12 

months, I set about it. 

“First off I took all the chrome 

parts off and binned them, 

except for the handlebars. You 

have to bear in mind that this 

thing had been outside for 10 

years. The carbs were terrible, 

the diaphragms were split, the 

jets were seized – it was a 

nightmare. Luckily, a guy in 

Wales offered me a free set of 

carbs, which I had cleaned 

ultrasonically. I bought a new 

battery to see what electrics I 

had, which was not a lot, but 

the engine turned over. I put 

fresh oil and a filter in the 

engine, new sparkplugs, rigged 

up a dummy tank, checked all 

the wires and connectors and 

she fired up with plenty of 

black smoke. Next I balanced 

the carbs with a Morgan carb 

tune kit, and I adjusted the pilot 

screws to 2.5 turns out, and 

now it’s running a lot better. 

“Then it was time to start 

hunting for parts – from the 

UK, US, Germany, you name it. I 

did as much work as I could 

myself because XS1100 parts 

are not cheap – I restored the 

wheels, painted the frame, 

polished the casings and so on. 

I had to seal the tank with POR 

15 tank seal – expensive stuff 

but it turned out to be well 

worth it. The forks and calipers 

were shot, but the discs 

cleaned up well. I paid £90 for 

the front mudguard. 

“The carbs needed a bit of 

fine tuning, and they do have 

to be absolutely spot-on to get 

the best from this engine, but 

with a new set of tyres fitted I 

couldn’t believe what a great 

bike it was. Riding around 

Cornwall on it with the sound 

of that engine I had the biggest 

smile on my face you could 

possibly imagine.

 “I got a lot of help and tips 

from loads of Yamaha 

enthusiasts and it cost me the 

thick end of £4500, but I loved 

doing it. And it’s turned out to 

be a fantastic machine.”

“Speedo parts are a 

nightmare. Genuine fuel caps 

are another difficulty. Fuel 

tanks are hard to find and 

expensive, and even if you do 

find one it’s often in a state. 

You can easily spend £700 

on one that isn’t that great. 

Air filter boxes you won’t find, 

and even if you do it’ll be 

rubbish. There’s a rubber seal 

that goes in the speedo head 

and tachometer head and I 

can’t find it anywhere – I’ll 

have to get one made up. 

“It took me about nine 

months to do, but I was busy 

at work for a lot of that time. 

The tank had been blasted 

but grit was still inside it and 

even the engine. It’s 

unbelievable someone would 

do that – but there you go. 

“When the XS1100 is set up 

properly it’s a fantastic 

machine. It’s got bags of 

torque and it’s really quick 

when you give it a handful. 

People say they don’t handle 

but they do – the problem is 

you don’t realise how fast 

you’re going when you hit a 

corner. You think you’re doing 

50 but you’re doing 80 and 

you’re running out of road. 

“It’s hard to find a good 

XS1100 because the good 

ones belong to people who 

don’t want to sell them. I 

think they’re going to 

become very desirable soon 

and values will rocket…”

There it  is – in black and
white. Quite literally
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Restoration revealed

“I’d never ridden anything 
like it before in my life. I 
bought it on the spot”

“It’s a heavy 
bike but it’s 
very comfy 
and great for 
longer rides”

but I haven’t had any problems 

with the engine since and it 

runs really nicely. 

“There was plenty more work 

to do. I had to sort the brakes, 

change the battery, get new 

tyres, get new exhaust pipes, a 

new headlight… it seemed like a 

never-ending job. But the good 

thing is that I found it pretty 

easy to find new parts for it. 

“I reckon I spent 600 Euros 

on parts and restoring it, so I 

think 1500 Euros for a restored, 

rare classic is pretty good. Yes, 

it’s a heavy bike, but it’s very 

comfortable and great for 

longer rides.” 

If the cap fits...

It’s a right dog (the dog,
that is). XS is very tidy

greatest, although I have kept 

it. The main thing I’ve had to do 

is change the oil and filter for 

every riding season – the rest of 

it was cleaned up with a pretty 

light restoration. Luckily I didn’t 

need to look for any parts, 

although they are out there. 

“Owning a bike with the 

power of the XS1100 is 

amazing. Hold on for dear life if 

you’re not familiar with it. It’s 

lightning quick and very 

responsive – you know you’re 

on a proper bike. It’s not bad 

for short trips, and I’ve done 

200-odd miles on it before. 

“The build quality is super-

solid and the whole bike is 

bulletproof. It’s one of the most 

perfect bikes ever designed 

– that’s why I’ve owned so 

many. The XS1100 does have a 

bit of a following here in the US, 

and it’s a great bike for 

American roads. Our riding 

season here in Michigan is no 

more than four months long, so 

I make the most of it…”

    1978 XS1100
Eric Huygebaert, Lille, 
France

“THE YAMAHA XS1100 was 

never a popular bike in France 

back in the day and the story is 

the same in 2017 – you hardly 

see any of them around. I was 

looking for an old, cheap bike 

for a project and this one came 

up for 900 Euros. The XS 

wasn’t exactly my first choice 

but the price was good and the 

seller lived nearby, so I thought 

‘Why not?’

“It’s a H29 model from 1978, 

although you’d barely have 

recognised it when I bought it 

because the condition was 

terrible. It hadn’t been used for 

over a decade, so there was 

quite a lot of work to do. 

“One of the first things I did 

was to sort the carbs, and this 

is a very important job. It’s quite 

tricky but if you don’t get it 

right you’ll just end up doing it 

again and again. You need a 

good carb cleaner and quite a 

few different tools. The screws 

holding the carbs to the 

mounting bracket were the 

tightest I have ever 

encountered, so you have to be 

careful. It took me quite a while 

 1978 XS1100
Matt Ticar, Saginaw, 
Michigan, USA

“I WAS 19 when the Yamaha 

XS1100 first came out – I 

always liked the Yamaha 250 

Enduro at that age but I 

could never have imagined 

owning a bike with 1100cc 

and nearly 100bhp. 

“I bought my first XS1100 in 

1980, a 1980 Special. A guy I 

worked with was selling it, 

and it only had something 

like 4000 miles on it. He took 

me for a ride on it and it 

instantly got up to about 

120mph – I’d never ridden 

anything like it before in my 

life. I bought it on the spot. 

“I bought this one about 

five years ago with 18,000 

miles on it, and it was in really 

good condition. The only 

thing I changed was putting a 

more comfortable seat on it 

because the original isn’t the 
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ERHAPS THIS IS the 

motorcycling version of collective 

cognitive dissonance – when a 

group of people act on a crazy 

notion and it becomes normalised, or if not 

normalised then at least not as mental as it 

might have appeared to the participants 

when acting individually. The crazy notion in 

question here is of course the building of X7 

Gamma hybrids.

Not that we’re suggesting that three 

examples of the mongrel breed points to 

some kind of special-building revolution or 

new movement. Even when the two halves 

of the equation were relatively new, it was 

hardly a popular conversion. However, that 

Practical Sportsbikes is not alone in thinking  es

it’s a good idea today almost constitutes 

some sort of vindication.

Joining us at Bruntingthorpe Proving 

Ground to see just what an X7 Gamma 

might do are Graham King and Wayne 

Mounter with their takes on the theme. Like 

us, Graham has fitted a Mk3 powervalve-

equipped Gamma engine in an X7 chassis 

while Wayne’s FLF-bodied special houses a 

Mk1 motor.

What you don’t see in these pictures is the 

panic in the PS workshop the night beforePS

our trip to a rainy Bruntingthorpe. That was 

occasioned by the fuel tank springing a leak. 

At 8.30pm. We were unpleasantly surprised 

by this turn of events as prior to this, there 

had been no issues. The bike had survived 

half a day on the dyno with no untoward 

consequences. Big G and I vainly hoped that 

the issue was caused by the failure of the 

gasket between the fuel tap and the tank but 

it soon became obvious that the 33:1 premix 

we run the bike on was exiting from a hole 

just inboard of the seam along the bottom of 

the freshly-vinyled tank.

With our rendezvous at Bruntingthorpe 

little more than 12 hours away there’s no 

time to effect a proper repair or even line the 

tank. A bodge is our only option and 

hopefully Araldite will be our saviour. We 

remove and empty the tank, clean the 

offending area as best we can while a 

colleague who will remain nameless for 

reasons that will become obvious mixes 

P
Smiles were plainly

way too much to ask
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Let us spray: conditions

were properly mingin’

“Practical Sportsbikes is clearly not alone in 
thinking this is a good idea”

X7 Shootout

Wayne’s Sheene-alike

blings in 1976 livery 
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X7 Shootout

“The tank has been 
treated to to a 

double helping of 
hardener with no 

adhesive. Lucky we 
spotted that”

Same engine swap,

wildly differing takes
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Great smell of Brut can’t

beat burnt two-stroke 
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“I REALLY WANTED to keep a 1970s and 

1980s flavour with this bike,” says 55-year-

old motorcycle dealer, Wayne Mounter.

Wayne travels the country picking up and 

dropping off bikes and it was on one such 

mission that he picked up the X7 in boxes 

around three years ago. Shortly after that 

he spotted a Mk1 Gamma on eBay and 

fetched that too.

The FLF bodywork was also an eBay find 

and Earlystocks-style footrests and a 

Micron fork-brace came as part of the deal. 

The fairing was painted by the previous 

owner around 20 years ago. Wayne 

commissioned some improvements to the 

stock mounting brackets and stronger 

versions were made by his mate Paddy 

who also fabricated the engine mounts. The 

tank/seat unit is also bolted to the rear 

subframe in the hump behind the seat.

The Micron exhausts are mounted to 

relocated front X7 lugs now welded to the 

rear of the frame cradle. The rear footrest 

mounts have also been moved to take the 

race rearsets, putting them in a better 

position than on the PS-built X7 Gamma.

Front braking has been boosted with an 

aluminium AP Racing caliper operated by a 

stock X7 mastercylinder. This is bolted to 

some cheap Chinese adjustable handlebars 

but Wayne welded these up for the sake of 

security. There’s an RG500 twistgrip on the 

right to allow the eventual fitment of 

’bar-end mirrors.

A Smiths temperature gauge from a Mk1 

Mini nestles in the binnacle in the fairing as 

does the ignition switch. Wayne sensibly 

WAYNE MOUNTER
1980 X7 with Mk1 Gamma 
engine, FLF bodywork

“The rain falls, 
but neither is 
discouraged. 
Graham is from 
Cumbria and 
Wayne remarks, 
‘I’m Welsh, bach. 
This is nothing’”

X7 Shootout

stuck with RG electrics to pre-empt any 

issues there and hooked the various 

systems up with a new loom he made.

Not all of the build was straightforward. 

The engine was full of silicon sealant and 

liquid metal although the crank was 

rebuilt and the pistons were new.

While the chassis remains fairly 

standard, the swingarm is a JMC. This 

precludes the fitment of the centre-stand 

but Wayne intends to deal with that issue 

over winter.

“The idea for an X7 Gamma has been 

in my head for over 30 years now. I raced 

an X7 and always thought it should have 

been water-cooled,” says Graham. “These 

last few months have been intense, 

getting the bike finished.”

Handy throttle

operating guide

refilling the tank it proves to be leak-free. I 

load the bike and essentials – fuel, tools, oil, 

cable ties, gaffer tape – in the van and head 

for Bruntingthorpe. 

Our co-conspirators are already there. I 

remark on the inclement weather. The 

runway is awash and the rain continues to fall 

steadily but Graham and Wayne are not 

discouraged. The former is a native of 

Cumbria, where rain is never in short supply 

and as the latter remarks, “I’m Welsh, bach. 

This is nothing.”

We set up under the wings of a pair of 

disused RAF transporter plains parked up off 

the runway. This affords us the opportunity to 

compare bikes and notes under relative 

shelter. Wayne’s bike is a piece of period 

perfection. The Flowline Fairing equipped 

special painted in Sheene colours was built 

by motorcycle dealer Wayne and started to 

come together three years ago.
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“I DON’T DO standard bikes,” says 

52-year-old industrial metal refurbisher, 

Graham King. “But I wanted this one to 

look as Suzuki as possible.”

Inspired by our own X7 Gamma 

project, Graham decided to build his 

own and knew where there was the 

bones of a special in bits in boxes, the 

engine/frame conversion work already 

done. “For simplicity I decided I would 

stick to the Mk3 Gamma engine, loom, 

switchgear and pipes to minimise 

running issues later,” he says.

It was open season on the running 

gear however, with Graham opting for 

Suzuki GSX400 Katana wheels, the rear 

fitted in a Yamaha TZR250 swingarm 

and the front protected by an RD250 

mudguard. Honda Nissin front brake 

calipers bear on Yamaha discs. These 

discs were redrilled by Graham for 

five-hole Suzuki fitment rather than the 

Yamaha six and the centres covered with 

steel discs to hide the handiwork. A 

bespoke £80 offset gearbox sprocket 

brings the drive chain in line with the 

rear sprocket. End cans are eBay 

cheapos like ours – one of which we lost 

at Brunters (should have given them 

more than a couple of tack welds to the 

pipes). Headlamp brackets are GS1000. 

Footrest plates are Mk1/2 Gamma and 

are a more comfortable option that the 

Earlystocks-style rearsets on the PS bike.

“There’s a lot of interchangeability with 

Suzuki parts,” notes Graham. “I started 

the build a couple of months after you 

did and finished it in April – if you can 

ever call a special like this finished. I’m 

lucky in that I know a breaker really well. 

GRAHAM KING
1978 X7 with Mk3 
Gamma engine

His name’s Harry Hawkins and as well as 

knowing everything that might fit 

anything else, he even lets me and my 

friends work on our bikes at his place.”

Other Yamaha items of note on 

Graham’s X7 Gamma are the RD350 

yokes, an SDR tail unit and a TZR250 

radiator. Anthony Bartlett took care of 

the paint and powdercoating while 

Simon Wells of the LC Club did the 

graphics in the three Suzuki blues. 

The resulting special sits together 

brilliantly. It’s close to 

what we have in the 

PS bike but takes 

the chassis a 

generation further 

along.

Graham’s bike offers a slightly more 

up-to-date take on the theme, the most 

obvious representations of this being the 

GSX400 Katana wheels offering wider rims 

– 18-inch front and 17-inch rear – and twin 

front discs as well as one at the rear.

Our own Mk3-engined X7 Gamma has 

pretty much stock running gear but the 

bespoke Ragged Edge Racing seat and front 

mudguard vinyl-wrapped by MKS Customs 

give it a style all its own. 

A brief break in the rain allows us to take 

the bikes up the strip. The damp weather is 

easy to ignore as the air is rent with 

two-stroke crackle and fragrant blue smoke.

The cramped riding position of our X7 

Gamma make the compact James Doherty 

the best choice of PS contributor for the testPS

ride. I set him up with the datalogger first to 

see what kind of top speed and 0-60mph 

times the bike can manage. After a handful of 

“The diagram 
bears little relation 
to the marks on 
the powervalve. 
Because it’s a 
mirror-image of 
what it should be”

Alloy RD350 yokes 

add a touch of class
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laps and a couple of standing starts he posts 

bests of 98.1mph top speed and a 0-60mph 

of 8.2s. We might have hoped for a little more 

but it’s not bad in these conditions.

Next up is Wayne who gets up to 60mph in 

8.8s and tops out at 96.5mph. “I couldn’t get 

it into top,” he says, suggesting his final 

gearing is too high. Slightly lower gearing 

that would allow top to be hooked combined 

with the full fairing should see him 

comfortably past the ton.

Graham heads out last with the logger and 

while he reaches 60mph quickest in a time of 

7.9s, topping out at 85.5mph suggests his 

gearing is too low, the lack of top speed 

contributed to no doubt by his smaller 17in 

rear wheel.

We’re all learning lessons about potential 

improvements to be made to our bikes. 

Graham has particular concerns over his carb 

set-up. He’d seen the jets and settings we’d 

arrived at last month with the help of Steve 

Panter of Allens Performance and Dan 

Hegarty of RTR Motorcycles but hadn’t had 

time to order the parts to fit to his own 

Mikuni VM28SS carbs. Like us, Graham is 

also having issues with the powervalve 

system although his is worse than ours. 

Graham’s bike has a pronounced flat-spot 

that isn’t all down to the carbs. On our bike 

the issue seems to manifest itself right at the 

top-end, as though the valve is travelling too 

far. As Graham observes and as we also 

found, the diagram in the Suzuki workshop 

manual bears little relation to the marks on 

Three horsemen of a

very apocalyptic sky

Looks convincingly like what

Suzuki might have done
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THANKS AND CONTACTS
Avon avon-tyres.co.uk/motorcycle

Allens Performance 01949 836733, 

allensperformance.co.uk

MKS Customs 01733 686860, mkscustoms.

co.uk

The Motorcycle Works 01733 578883, 

themotorcycleworks.co.uk

RTR Motorcycles 01949 837140, 

rtrmotorcycles.co.uk

Ragged Edge Racing 01454417404, 

raggededgeracing.com

Sterling Bolt & Nut Co Ltd 01733 563022

Triple S Powder Coating 01274 562474, 

triple-s.co.uk

SPECIFICATION

Wayne’s X7/Gamma 
ENGINE Type liquid-cooled two-stroke Mk1 Gamma 

Capacity 247cc Capacity Carburation 2 x Mikuni VM28SS 

Exhausts Micron CHASSIS Swingarm JMC aluminium 

Wheels stock Brakes AP race caliper, stock 

mastercylinder Body FLF glass fibre

SPECIFICATION

Graham’s X7/Gamma
ENGINE Type liquid-cooled two-stroke Mk3 Gamma 

Capacity 247cc Capacity Carburation 2 x Mikuni VM28SS

Exhausts stock Gamma CHASSIS Swingarm Yamaha 

TZR250 Wheels Suzuki GSX400 Katana Brakes Nissin 

mastercylider, Yamaha discs Body Suzuki X7

SPECIFICATION

PS’s X7/Gamma
ENGINE Type liquid-cooled two-stroke Mk3 Gamma 

Capacity 247cc Capacity Carburation 2 x Mikuni VM28SS 

Exhausts stock Gamma CHASSIS Swingarm stock X7 

Wheels stock X7 Brakes stock X7 Body X7 tank, Magi 

MV Agusta 350 seat unit, RG500 front mudguard

the parts actually fitted to the bike. He 

reports back to us a couple of days later 

having figured that the diagram is in fact a 

mirror-image of what it should be.

James, now getting firmly into the ways of 

old two-stroke specials, eagerly accepts the 

invitations of Graham and Wayne to have a 

go on their bikes. He singles out the brakes 

on Graham’s bike for particular praise, and 

no wonder given their relative modernity 

compared to those on Wayne’s bike and ours, 

while the racer in him allows his Sheene 

fantasies to be fully indulged on the 

FLF-kitted bike.

With ideas on how we can all improve our 

bikes the notion of a rematch is mooted. A 

hillclimb or a sprint would be perfect for 

these little two-stroke hybrids. Expect these 

feisty X7 Gammas to come together to do 

battle again. 

X7 Shootout

“With ideas on how we can all improve 
our bikes the notion of a rematch is 
mooted. A hillclimb would be perfect”

Goodbye cruel weld: note
missing end can on left

Drag ’bars and Venhill QA
twistgrip on the PS device
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Registered trademark of Lear 
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TYGA PERFORMANCE BODY WORK AND ACCESSORIES
(AS USED BY THE SAG MOTO 2 TEAM)

BEET RACING PERFORMANCE EXHAUSTS AND ACCESSORIES

SILHOUETTE BODY WORK

● TYGA standard and GP replica body kits for these models Honda NC30/35 
CBR400 NC23/29 NSR250 MC18/21/28

RGV 250 VJ21/22 CBR250
MC22 ZXR250 Aprilia RS250

Carbon Parts

● Yamaha R1 from £45.00
● Yamaha R6 from £54.00  ● Yamaha V-Max from £79.00

● Honda CBR600RR From £45.00  ● Honda CBR1000RR from £79.00
● GSXR 600 / 700 from £45.00  ● GSXR 1000 K5 onwards from £45.00

● Kawasaki ER6 from £89.00 ● Kawasaki ZX6R from £89.00 ZX10R from £89.00
● BMW S1000RR from £89.00 ● Aprilia RSV4 from £89.00

Many other models also available NC35, NC30, NC29, NSR250, RGV250, RS250 etc

Two Stroke Exhausts

Aprilia RS125 from £199.00 with can Aprilia RS250 from £430.00 with cans Suzuki RGV250 
VJ22 from £430.00 with cans Honda NSR250 MC21/28 from £430.00 with cans Honda 

NSR125/150 from £189.00 with can two stroke end cans from £45.00 - £110.00
other models available please contact us for more info

Four Stroke Exhausts

Honda NC30/35 full race systems from £650.00 Honda CBR125 from £179.00
Kawasaki ZX250R Ninja from £275.00 Kawasaki ER6 from £249.00

other models available please contact us for more info

Many other models catered for, please see our website

for more models and our package details

Call Gavin on tel: 01616 136600

Mob: 07919 404 734

email: gavin@jap4performance.com
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PARTS

DEALER
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website today 
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full range

Unit 4 Victoria Street
Industrial Estate,
Leigh, Lancashire

WN7 5SE, England
Email: z@z-power.co.uk
Tel +44 (0)1942 262864
Fax +44 (0)1942 670816

www.z-power.co.uk

ALL MAJOR  CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

40 years of the

25 years of

Z1 • West Mercia Radiators are proud to be one of the UK’s fastest 
growing experts in the repair and re-coreing of practically 
all and any type of motorbike radiators and oil coolers.

• We can have it fi xed and back to you as good as new within 

7 - 10 days.

• Our prices are shockingly competitive, and are far cheaper 
than buying a new one from a dealer, or even secondhand.

West Mercia Radiators
83 Holyhead Road, Wednesbury, West Midlands WS10 7PA

www.westmerciaradiators.co.uk

www.rapierpaintwork.co.uk
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Call for a Six Wheel® quote
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Tools for the job

Paraffin

Washing soda

Watering can

GT85

Phosphoric acid-based rust remover 

Funnel

Gaffer tape

Nuts and bolts

Magnetic pick-up tool

E’VE LOOKED at methods of OOKED

de-rusting fuel tanks previously 

but this is the quickest and 

easiest fix we’ve tried. 

Electrolysis takes time – anything up to a 

few days – and solvents alone tend to be 

only partially effective. For the impatient 

among us there is this chemical approach.

Any bike that’s stood for any appreciable 

length of time is susceptible to rust forming 

inside a steel fuel tank. The ethanol content 

of modern fuels means that the petrol 

tends to absorb water and internal rust is 

the inevitable result. Left unchecked it will 

eventually rot through the steel, 

Rust also has an ability to get past filters. 

The mesh ones on fuel taps allow fine 

particles through then start to clog up. 

Somewhere downstream even quality inline 

filters struggle to cope and inevitably rust 

finds its way into carb floatbowls, blocking 

jets and playing havoc with running.

The key ingredient in this method for tank 

de-rusting is phosphoric acid. This can be 

found in several widely available DIY 

compounds including concrete cleaner. It’s 

De-rust a 
fuel tank
This is the phosphoric acid way – the best 

method we’ve tried (and we’ve tried a few)
WORDS ALAN SEELEY   PHOTOGRAPHY ALAN SEELEY

HOW TO

proprietary rust remover. It’s important that 

you use something with phosphoric acid in 

it as the hydrochloric acid found in some 

solutions is more inclined to attack paint 

and the treated surface is prone to 

flash-rust very quickly. And we mean within 

a few seconds of the original corrosion 

being removed.

1
Hardware removal
Empty the tank then take out the fuel 

tap and level sender unit to prevent them 

being damaged when you’re rattling nuts 

and bolts and caustic chemicals around 

inside the tank. Treat these to some 

separate and thorough attention with some 

carb cleaner.

2
Tape it
Seal the fuel tap and sender orifices 

with some good quality gaffer tape. It’s 

worth shelling out for the decent stuf. In our 

experience (and we’ve done this a few 

times) the pound shop gear just doesn’t 

stick well enough (or for long enough) to 

get the job done properly.

WORKSHOP RATING
TECHNICAL DIFFICULTY?

HOW LONG?
It took three hours from start-to-finish 

to de-rust our Yamaha FZR600 Fazer 

tank. Quick enough and there’s no 

point rushing any more than this if you 

want to do a thorough job.

COST?
We paid £11 for the paraffin, a fiver for 

the de-rust solution and a quid for the 

bag of washing soda.

Alan wears a blue poly-cottonears a blue poly

lightweight summer suit

W
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3
Nuts, bolts and paraffin

flakes off by chucking a handful of nuts and 

bolts in the tank with a pint or two of 

paraffin (a quick check with a torch will let 

you see how bad the inside is). Agitate the 

tank for as long as you can bear before 

your arms feel like they’re about to drop off.

6
Sluice it about
Close the tank cap to avoid getting 

rust removal solution where you don’t want 

it and agitate the tank at intervals to ensure 

all of the internal surfaces are receiving the 

benefit of the de-ruster. Proper health and 

safety suggests wearing eye protection in 

case of acid escape.

9
Dry off
Compressed air is by far the easiest 

and quickest way to get any remaining 

water out of the tank. However, in the 

absence of that, put the tank in a warm, dry 

place with the cap open and allow plenty of 

time to let all the residual water evaporate. 

Allow a day. 

4
Pick up time
Drain the tank of paraffin. Many of the 

nuts and bolts will flow out with the paraffin 

but those that don’t can be quickly 

apprehended using a magnetic pick-up 

tool. Fiddly but fun and rewarding (when 

you’re in the right mood). Got all the 

paraffin out? Good.

7
Rinse out
Now you need to get all the 

remaining chemical out of the tank having 

first drained most of it. We have access to 

an industrial-size degreaser making this 

part easy – but for home jobs a garden 

hose will be effective enough. Again be 

careful not to get any on yourself.

10
Inside job
If you aren’t planning to fit the tank 

and fill it with fuel immediately, spray the 

inside with a water-dispersing penetrating 

oil such as our preferred GT85 (becasue it’s 

not water-based). This will help prevent 

flash rust from forming (and any rust at this 

point is a bad thing). 

5
Acid test
Pour the rust removal solution into 

the tank. Go slowly and carefully and if you 

aren’t already working in a well-ventilated 

place, now would be a very sensible time to 

crack the door and windows open. Wear 

protective gloves (unlike Alan) beause this 

stuff is not on the nice list of liquids.

8
Splash of soda
Mix some washing soda in a watering 

can at a ratio of a tablespoon to a gallon of 

water. Introduce this to the tank (having 

re-taped the orifices) and again sluice it 

around. This will neutralise the acid. Then 

again rinse throughly with water having 

taken the sealing tape off. 

11
Refit hardware
Put the fuel tap and sender back on, 

first checking that the seals are still good 

and the fasteners in good order. Be careful 

not to over-tighten them. Now refit and 

refill the tank. Check the underside for leaks 

(especially along the seams), and you are 

now good to go. 
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PRIZE PROBLEM
Every month our Prize Problem entrant will receive a complete Motorex 

Premium Care package of products worth £65 to keep their bike(s) looking 

tip-top. The prize haul will include Moto Clean (360°) cleaner, Moto Protect 

maintenance spray, Quick Cleaner (360°), Moto Shine and Helmet Care.

EDITED BY ALAN SEELEY

Bike not running right? Our experts have the answers to the toughest questions

PROBLEM?
WHAT’S THE

If you’ve got a problem with your bike, write to What’s the Problem? Practical Sportsbikes, Bauer Media, Media House, Lynch Wood, Peterborough, PE2 6EA, 

or email Psportsbikes@bauermedia.co.uk. If you have any relevant pictures, be sure to send/attach those too to assist our boffins in their enquiries

OUR EXPERTS

Send us your pictures
Let us see your bike’s problem 

by supplying us with a picture

HONDA FIRESTORM

KAWASAKI ZX-7R

Foam alone

Slippery 
when warm

You’re my last hope 

before I chuck my bike 

on the tip. I’ve got a 

dragging clutch on my 2000 

Kawasaki ZX-7R. When cold, 

engaging first gear results in 

the bike leaping forward and 

stalling. If I warm the engine 

for five minutes it’s not too 

bad but it still lurches like the 

clutch isn’t disengaging. This 

problem has got worse over 

the last year. In the last three 

months I’ve replaced the 

mastercylinder seals, slave 

cylinder and pushrod, and 

installed a full set of EBC 

plain and friction plates, as 

well as a new set of springs. 

I replaced two of the EBC 

plain plates with thinner 

originals. That near enough 

solved the stalling but just 

resulted in the clutch slipping 

and the bike losing drive as 

the engine got warmer. The 

basket is in good condition 

with no burring on the tangs. 

Any suggestions would be 

greatly appreciated. I’m at 

my wits end.

John Edwards, email

Gary Hurd says: First 

off, are you using the 

correct oil? Second, is the 

lever original or at least a 

pattern one with the correct 

throw? Check the pushrod 

isn’t bent. Is the hose the 

original? If so, it could be 

expanding by now. I know 

you’ve changed the slave 

cylinder but check again that 

it’s not sticking. 

ZX-7R with a working
clutch (and briefcase)

Honda RS500 dash with
that funky foam

I need to make a new 

dash for my track-only 

Honda Firestorm and I’m 

thinking of making a foam 

dash a bit like the Moriwaki 

ones used to have. Do you 

have any idea how I should go 

about this? The best I can think 

of is a backing plate and some 

thick race seat foam. 

Nick Doran, email

Alan Seeley says: The 

best match we can find 

for race dash foam is called 

Ethafoam. It’s a water-resistant 

semi-rigid packaging foam 

available in various thicknesses. 

Take a look at efoam.co.uk 

(0800 0439990).

Alan Seeley 

Practical Sportsbikes’ 

Technical Editor, and 

past and present 

owner of countless Japanese, 

Italian and Brit bikes. Loves a 

challenge and it’s just as well.

Gary Hurd

PS’s technicalPSPS

guru has been in 

the bike trade for 

three decades so it’s safe to 

assume he’s learned a thing 

or two. He’s happy to share 

his wisdom as well.

Ferret

To us mortals 

electrics are an 

arcane mystery 

accessible only by those on 

a higher plane – or folks like 

Ferret of Ferret’s Custom 

Electrickery (07765 832420).

Steve Panter

The main man at 

Allens Performance 

(01949 836733 

allensperformance.co.uk) 

specializing in carburettors 

and all that goes with them. 

Jets float his bowl.

Saul Towers

If Saul at Yamaha 

specialists Flitwick 

Motorcycles (01525 

712197) doesn’t know what’s 

wrong with your Yam, then 

no one will. 
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HONDA HEADLIGHT

HONDA CBR600F

FZS600 FAZER

Sheath search

Holed rubber

Can’t get 
started

Struggling to find a 

solution – I need to 

replace the silver-grey cable 

sheathing that runs from the 

back of the headlight up to the 

handlebar switches on a 1970s 

Honda. The inner wires are OK 

but the outer sheath has gone 

Inspired by Alan Seeley’s 

recent acquisition of a 

Yamaha FZS600 Fazer, I 

thought I’d get in on the act 

before prices start creeping up. 

All seems well and I’m pleased 

with my 14,000-mile 1999 bike. 

However I am concerned that 

the inlet rubbers have lots of 

cracks in them. My fear is that 

they will allow air to be drawn 

in leading to lean running and 

damage. Is there any test I can 

do to check whether or not 

they’re still sound?

Colin Walters, email

Saul Towers says: These 

rubbers often crack and 

craze on the outside but the 

damage might not have gone 

all the way through. With the 

bike running and idling, spray 

some Easy Start or carb cleaner 

at the cracks. If 

the revs rise, 

that means that 

the rubbers are 

leaking and the 

spray is being 

drawn in. If not, 

then you’re fine 

for now.

YAMAHA FZR1000

Carbs or clearances?
My 1990 Yamaha 

FZR1000 Exup was 

laid up last year for a 

rebuild. Aside from valve 

clearances being set, the 

engine was untouched. I’m 

now having real trouble 

with the Mikuni BDST38 

carbs. I’ve cleaned them 

myself but not had them 

ultrasonically cleaned.

I cannot get the bike to 

run right just off idle, say 

at 3000-4000rpm 

despite resetting float 

heights and fitting new 

pilot jets, carb-to-manifold 

rubbers, gaskets and seals, 

as well as checking for air 

leaks and so on. It runs 

‘rough’ but it’s hard to 

describe – flat – but I can’t 

tell if it’s weak or too rich.

Do you know any Mikuni 

experts, not necessarily 

anyone who sells jets, 

needles and so on but 

someone skilled in set-up 

who could advise or 

indeed help with the 

set-up? I’ve tried 

everything I can.

Andy Tipper, email

Steve Panter says:

Did you balance the 

carbs after refitting them? 

That might be the issue. 

On CV carbs, balancing is 

really ‘unbalancing’ in that 

you’re equalising the 

vacuum rather than 

synchronising the 

butterflies. You now have 

new pilots too, where the 

old carbs could have had a 

slightly blocked jet or two 

and they would have been 

balanced to compensate. If 

valve clearances have been 

set incorrectly, that might 

be behind your problem. 

 Honda liked a bit 
of grey cable

There’s always 

a role for a tin 

of ether

Carb trouble might be a

valve clearance issue

brittle with age. I need about 

1.0-1.5 metres.

Mick Tucker, PS Facebook PS

Group

Ferret says: The minimum 

order from my supplier is 

5m. The nearest shout, aside 

from making the best of what 

you’ve got, is grey heatshrink 

sleeving from RS Components 

UK (rs-online.com).  

My 1988 Honda 

CBR600F used to start 

fine every day on half choke.

Then I left it for a couple of 

days and it took a fair bit of 

turning over before starting 

but rode fine once going. Then 

after a couple of days more it 

wouldn’t start at all. It recently 

had a new fuel pump fitted.

Paul Maidment, PS Facebook 

Group

Gary Hurd says: Drain the 

fuel system and make 

sure there’s no rust or water in 

there. Check there’s nothing 

nesting in the airbox. You didn’t 

pinch a pipe when the new fuel 

pump was fitted, did you?

 Manky tank? 

Sparrows in airbox?
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PS’ poundshop 
drag attack 
Streetbike class rocketship for the price of a 

winter hack. Bandit 12 power in a GSX 11 frame 

with whatever else happens to fit... 

WORDS ALAN SEELEY  PHOTOGRAPHY ALAN SEELEY 

Is it possible to build a drag bike that 

will run in the 10s for a few old parts 

and a grand or so? We think so, and 

we’re going to reuse and recycle some 

of the stuff we have lying around to do 

just that. A chopped Suzuki GSX1100ES 

D frame and a 30k-miles 1200 Bandit 

motor are at the heart of the project. 

The expertise and experience of our 

Suzuki nut tech consultant, Gary Hurd 

will make the fantasy fact.

The Plan

PROJECT DRAGSTER

1

2

3

4

5
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M
OTORCYCLE COMPETITION 

can be an expensive business 

but drag racing needn’t be. Sure 

the tenths and hundredths of a 

second you need to shave to win an 

ultra-competitive series can cost thousands 

but you can stage at the Christmas tree on 

a drag strip on a bike built for the purpose 

that cost about the same as a winter hack.

Grumpy’s had a Suzuki GSX1100ESD 

frame kicking around the yard for a while. 

It’s not one he can sell on as someone 

made an abortive attempt to chop it but it’s 

too good to just weigh in for scrap. When 

the frame arrived, the subframe has been 

chopped away behind the shock mounts 

and that individualistic staple of the hipster, 

the brown seat, bodged onto the hacked 

about tubing. A drag bike has no need for 

that part of the frame, so we’re okay there, 

and the brown seat was symbolically 

disposed of to demonstrate the chassis’s 

liberation from hipster hell.

As it stands the frame is still a manky 

mess, green algae growing on the paint in 

the areas where rust hasn’t taken hold. 

None of this bothers us too much as once 

we’ve made and attached brackets for a 

GSX1100 seat and GS1000 seat cowl, as 

well as mounts for GS sidepanels, it can go 

off for mould treatment and damp-

proofing, otherwise known as blasting and 

powdercoating.

Power will be provided by a stock Suzuki 

Mk1 Bandit 1200 motor, taken from a 

30,000-mile bike Gary broke for spares a 

couple of years back. The engine will be 

married to the frame using a mounting kit 

that Big G has been developing in 

collaboration with one of his contacts. 

Carburation will be by a set of used Mikuni 

38mm flatslides that have been looking for 

a new home for a while now.

Above: the power unite: the po

Left: the G-Unit

Flatslide Mickies will 

meter the juce

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

7

6
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In standard trim a Bandit will run 11.2s 

quarters. We plan to take half a second off 

of that straight away on the straightaway 

by the simple expedient of building a long 

and low bike for an instant aerodynamic 

advantage. To that end G has acquired a 

long drag swingarm – and it is long – of 

unknown manufacture and provenance. 

Short, cheap Chinese shocks will drop the 

back end or we might even run struts. We 

have a Suzuki GSX-R1100L rear wheel that 

will take a 180-section tyre. We had an old 

Yamaha Thundercat front-end cluttering up 

the PS lock-up and this will be pressed intoPS

service on our drag bike, front wheel, 

blue-spot calipers and all. A quick visual 

check suggests that the steering stem is 

pretty much the right length for the GSX 

headstock and with the correct 

combination of bearing and possibly 

sleeves and spacers, should be an easy fit. 

Gary plans to take 4-inches or so out of the 

length of the fork legs to drop the front. 

We’ll show you how when we get to it.

A Vance & Hines Pro Pipe will exit along 

the side of bike, again helping with the aim 

of keeping the bike floor-scrapingly low. 

A dummy GS1000 tank will hide a tiny 

aluminium fuel cell. Both of these came off 

of a drag bike belonging to Gary’s mate, 

Alan Price, who has now equipped his 

quarter-miler with Rickman bodywork 

making these items redundant. Continuing 

the GS-alike theme, Gary might also fit a 

GS1000S pattern fairing from the Grumpy 

1260 spares stash. He also picked up a rear 

light for a fiver at an autojumble. Not that 

the latter is essential on a drag bike.

Other items borrowed from bikes in the 

Hurd collection include an MRE airshifter 

from his tiger-stripe Katana and a Dyna 

2000 ignition system with shift light. This 

will allow us to programme in a two-stage 

rev limit. This will allow for consistent 

launches with no risk of over-revving as we 

can set a ceiling for when the clutch is in 

pre-launch.

For now the clutch will remain stock, 

resisting the temptation to fit a lock-up unit, 

although we might upgrade to a set of 

Track King plates.

Should the foregoing fail to achieve our 

targets on the drag strip, we will look at 

alternative camshafts ground to Grumpy 

1260 spec and possibly some other 

headwork. A Wiseco 1260cc big-bore 

conversion is always a possibility too.

For now any thoughts of development 

work are a long way off as we get down to 

work building the basics. 

“The Dyna 2000 
ignition will allow 
us to programme 
in a two-stage rev 
limit with no risk 
of over-revving 

when the clutch is 
in pre-launch”

It’s all going to end up limes all going to end up lime

green according to Gary

Bandit 12 lump neverBandit 12 lump ne

short of grunt

Yam Thundercat front end

will be employed 

Alloy fuel cell will nestley fuel c

under dummy tank

This will all tidy up a treatThis will all tidy up a tr

when blasted and coated



www.classic-coatings.co.uk
Lincolnshire ✆ 01476 576087

“the perfect finish”

Classic Coatings Ltd

GIPRO
Always know what gear you’re in, on Road or Track

MORE COMPACT & RESPONSIVE
THAN OTHER GEAR INDICATORS
With its faster internal processor and
sophisticated firmware, the GiPro offers a
much more responsive and more reliable
indication than comparative products.

Ride more safey by avoiding over-revving your
engine on downshifts or locking your back
wheel, and you’ll also find neutral more easily.

Plus... avoid the irritating "changing in
to 7th" syndrome!

• The most rapid gearchange display response available for your bike

• Easiest possible installation on your bike - plugs in to the diagnostic port (where 

available) - no soldering or wire cutting required for most bikes

• Clear and bright, daylight readable indication 

• Choice of display colours – Red recommended for brightest display

• Small compact size with neat design - just 30x18x15mm (HxWxD)

• Rugged, 100% waterproof enclosure

• Extreme reliability with 2-year replacement warranty

GREAT
VALUE

FROM ONLY...

£99.97

YOU’LL NEVER
WANT TO RIDE
WITHOUT ONE

AGAIN!

*Plug-in version for bikes with diagnostic port. Price excludes delivery. Calls may be recorded for training/security purposes. E&OE

HPS • Derwent House • Alfreton • Derbyshire • DE55 7BP • UK

www.BikeHPS.com/gipro
Order yours online now..

or call to discuss the best parts for your bike 01773 831122

PUT TOO MUCH PRESSURE ON THAT OLD BOLT?

SNAPPED? STRIPPED THE THREADS?

DON’T WORRY THAT’S WHERE WE ARE SPECIALISTS!

AND INSERT TAPS IN BSC, BSW, BA, UNF, UNC & 

METRIC. BY SPEEDY MAIL ORDER SERVICE.

WE ALSO STOCK QUALITY TAPS, DIES, REAMERS, DRILLS, ETC.

WWW.UNI-THREAD.COM
CALL 01803 867832 Or fax 01803 867982

for your free catalogue

CARBON STEEL TAPS & DIES NOW AVAILABLE

20% OFF ALL CARBON TAPS • 30% OFF ALL CARBON DIES

UNI-THREAD

T?

Stand 

num
ber M

34



RESTORATION GUIDERESTORATION GUIDERESTORATION GUIDERESTORATION GUIDERESTORATION GUIDERESTORATION GUIDERESTORATION GUIDE
For all your restoration needs

Past Parts  
Motorbike Brake Restoration Service

We are specialists in re-sleeving Hydraulic Brake Cylinders in stainless steel for all types of 

Motorcycle Brake Cylinders from ½” bore upwards. Cylinders are sleeved in 304 grade stain-

less steel, assembled with new Seals and Boots as required.

We also offer a rebuilding service for Disc Brake Calipers using new Pistons, Seals and Boots 

as required.

Bodies are usually finished in a Black Powder Coat painted finish. Other finishes are 

available, please call for details.

PAST PARTS LTD

Unit 4 Chase Road

Northern Way Industrial Estate

Bury St Edmunds 

Suffolk

IP32 6NT

T; 01284750729

F; 01284756240

E; restore@pastparts.co.uk

www.rd-bitz.com

n.chambers53@live.co.uk | 07800 564 047

•  Specialists in brake caliper and master 
cylinder restoration and repair 

•  Special builds undertaken 

•  Parts available on our website

Fine Limit Cleaning and Finishing Specialists
Also Welding, Stove Enamel & Powder Coating

Office: 07778 439028 Email: eltecblasting@gmail.com
HEATHROW, MIDDLESEX

VAPOUR – BEAD – GRIT – ULTRASONIC

Ely Motorcycle Spares

Email: emsindustries@aol.com

Tel. 01353 860956

Find us on 

MOTORCYCLE SEATS
MOTORCYCLE SEAT UPHOLSTERY SPECIALISTS

Quality Craftsmanship at Down to Earth prices

Call us now on: 07977 874075 
Visit: www.viking-motorcycle-seats.co.uk 

Email: leetheseat@hotmail.co.uk 
or pop in and see us at: 27a Heaver Trading 

Estate, Ash Road, Ash, Kent.TN15 7HJ

30 years experience • Quality craftsmanship • All work guaranteed

10% OFF - WHEN YOU QUOTE CODE: VMS001

Unit C, Freeze Hall Farm, Coxtie Green Road, Brentwood, Essex CM14 5RE

Email: info@sanddmotorcyclesltd.co.uk • Tel: 01277 374988

Ultra Sonic Carburettor 
Cleaning Specialists

· Servicing, Repairs & Mot’s
· Classic Jap Bike Specialist
· Performance parts and accessories
· Clothing and accessories
· Restoration & custom Work
· Tyres, batteries & Service items
· Over 40 Years Experience

www.sanddmotorcyclesltd.co.uk



Digital Editions available to download now

Available now for £3.99 an issue 

or subscribe for £2.75* an issue for 12 issues 

(£32.99 yearly subscription) 

NOW 
AVAILABLE 

ON ANY 
ANDROID 

PHONE OR 
TABLET

NOW AVAILABLE

DIGITAL 
EDITIONS



Tel: 01252 625444

bought, sold

& sourced

Workshop Services

& accessories

International

Shipping Services

Honda CBX1000Z 19791979 ..........1979 ..........£12,750£12,750£12,750

£15,950

1994..............£3,950

1986 .................................. £1,950

1981..................................... £1,950

1980 ......... £22,500

1979 ........ £3,750

1976................................£12,500

1969 ........ £1,500

Norton Commando 750 1970 .......... £8,500

BSA A65 Hornet 1967.........................£7,950

Triumph Thunderbird 1966 .............£6,750

BSA C15 Trials 1965 ............................£2,950

BMW R60/2 1963 ................................£9,750

AJS Model 16 1959 ..............................£3,250

Moto Morini Corsaro 1959 ...............£3,750

Norton Manx 350 1946 ...................£22,500

Laverda 750SF Laverda 750SFLaverda 750SF 1976 UK ..1976 UK ..................1976 UK .................. £8,750£8,750£8,750

1989 ...................................1989 ...................................1989 ...................................£2,950£2,950£2,950 Ducati 748SPDucati 748SPDucati 748SP 1995 ............................1995 ............................1995 ............................ £7,950£7,950

1970s and 80s 

Japanese Superbikes

www.earlclassics.com
see	our	current	collection	at:

01959	4444413-6	Mo ths	

Warra ty

Always	

25-30	bikes	

i 	stock		

Viewing	by	a  ointment,	7	days	a	week		

Tatsfield,	TN16

Suzuki	Kata a	1000	82 Very	rare,	su erb	 condition	 ,	 low	mileage £13,250

Ho da	 CB750K0	70 Fabulous	condition,	 the	first	su erbike £14,750

Kawasaki	Z1B	75 Very	original	bike	in	brown £11,950

Ho da	 CBX1000Z 78 Original	Silver	UK	bike,	smooth	as	silk £11,750

Ho da	 CB750K1	71 Su erb	bike	in	Candy	Gold £11,500

Ho da	 CB750K2	75 UK	bike,	lovely	standard	condition £9,250

Suzuki	GSXR1100	86 Nut	and	bolt	restoration	 ,	awesome £8,950

Suzuki	GT750L		74 Beautiful	 original	bike,	in	blue £8,450

Ho da	 CX500TC		81 Su erb	UK	Turbo	full	re-s ray £8,250

Suzuki	GT750A	76 Lovely	in	Maui	Blue £7,950

Kawasaki	Gpz1100B2		81 Su erb	standard	exam le	 £7,500

Suzuki	XN85	85 Su er	Rare	only	12,000	 miles £7,250

Ho da	 CB900F	80 UK	bike	in	black,	low	mileage £6,250

Suzuki	GT380	72 Lovely	original	 early	drum	brake	model £6,250

Suzuki	GS1100G 83 Su erbly	restored	 bike	thousands	 s ent £5,500

Ho da	 VF500F2E85 Nut	and	bolt	restoration £5,250

Yamaha	FJ1100	84 Truly	su erb	only	7,200	miles £4,950

Yamaha	XS1100	79 Lovely	Original	Muscle	bike £4,950	

Ho da	 VF400F	85 Lovely	original	 bike	only	7,700	 miles £3,950

Suzuki Kata a 1000 82
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1 
JMP ANGLE CARB

SCREWDRIVER

In use for: five years

Cost then: “Around £80”

Now: £83.50 (Bikeservice set,

demon-tweeks.co.uk)

“This makes access to carb

adjusting and float bowl screws

so easy. The bits are fitted at a

right angle and rotated by a

bevel gear. It saves an awful lot

of time as float bowls can be

dropped without needing to

remove the carbs. It’s also

handy for getting to fairing

screws and things like that.”

2
LARSSON BAT800

BATTERY TESTER

In use for: a year

Cost then: £90

Now: £90

“This is one of the most useful

things I’ve ever come across.

You can test a battery on or off

a bike and it will measure the

state of the battery’s health,

charge, voltage, cranking amps

and internal resistance. It will

also measure the battery’s

temperature on the vehicle. You

can establish whether the reg/

rec is working too. The only

thing it doesn’t tell you about is

the state of the alternator.”

3
HEAD BEARING CUP

INSERTION TOOL

In use for: two years

Cost then: “Can’t remember

but it was a used buy”

Now: from £80, various

suppliers

“This puts an end to the

potentially damaging hit and

miss practice of bashing

bearing cups in with an old

socket and a lump of wood.

This pulls them in straight and

square first time with no danger

of damaging the bearing

surfaces. There are various dies

for different size bearings. This

is a proper dealer workshop

tool and I’d never get rid of it.

Various tools on the market

offer the same function but you

want to buy a robust one.”

4
MAC TOOLS BWP151

18V RECHARGEABLE

IMPACT DRIVER

In use for: a year

Cost then: £500

Now: £500, mactools.co.uk

“This thing is ridiculously

powerful. It will undo sprocket

nuts that six guys standing on a

scaffold pole struggle to crack.

The spec says there’s 1198lb.ft of

breakaway torque and 700lb.ft

of fastening torque. That’s a fair

bit of power. Being

rechargeable it can go places

where the compressor line and

air impact driver can’t reach.”

5
WÜRTH HES412

In use for: 10 years

Cost then: £95

Now: £120, trade only

“Much easier to use than

conventional rivet nut pliers.

Quite often a factory fitted rivet

nut, say in a subframe, will start

to spin and need replacement.

You can also fit rivet nuts and

studs to mount accessories and

ancillaries. The tool takes care

of rivet nuts in sizes M4/M5/

M6/M8/M10 and M12 and also

rivet studs of M5,M6 and M8.

Useful for stock bikes and

especially for special builds.”

TOOLS
THAT CHANGED

MY LIFE5
With a busy used bike department and a 
crammed workshop, Jason Morpeth of Bikes, 
Trikes N Stuff needs tools he can trust

WORDS AND PHOTOGRAPHY ALAN SEELEY

1

2

3 4

5
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If a tool has earned a place in the Practical Sportsbikes shed, it’s worth 
having. If Alan or Pete can’t break them, they must be good

WORDS ALAN SEELEY  PHOTOGRAPHY ALAN B. DE SEELEY

Alan only got it becauseAlan only go
it’s a V-twin. Honest

FETTLING EQUIPMENT

Clarke 
Raider 
15/1000 3hp 
100 Litre Air 
Compressor

I’M A SUCKER for Machine I’M A SUCKER

Mart’s VAT-free offers and 

somehow feel that I’m missing 

out if I don’t invest in 

something every time one of 

their email promotions pings 

into my inbox or a card lands 

on the doormat. You’ll find 

yourself on their mailing list 

once you’ve bought something 

from them, or you can 

subscribe online.

Rather than buying 

something merely for the sake 

of it, however, I tend to wait 

until there’s a deal on to make 

major purchases. Last time 

around it was the compressor 

I’ve long been promising 

myself. The VAT-free offer 

meant that I felt justified in 

buying a slightly better model 

than I might have done if 

paying full price.

I opted for the Clarke Raider 

15/1000 3hp 100 Litre Air 

Compressor and that meant I 

also felt no qualms in putting 

the 50 quid or so saved 

towards an airline, an impact 

wrench, tyre inflator and a 

long-nozzle blow gun.

The Raider 15/1000 has a 3hp 

electric V-twin motor which 

makes short work of filling the 

100-litre air receiver and it can 

shift 14.5 cubic feet of air per 

minute with a maximum 

operating pressure of 8 bar 

(116psi). This makes it suitable 

for loads of workshop tasks 

and from the initial trepidation 

of wondering whether or not 

this was extravagant, it’s now 

indispensible. Next time the 

VAT-free offer comes around I 

might just buy a blast cabinet 

to hook up to it to.

Tested by: Alan Seeley

Used for: three months

Cost then: £269.98

Cost now: £323.98

Contact: machinemart.co.uk
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Incredibly, a tool that did notedibly, a t

come from Machine Mart

Another purchase by Alan,

the Machine Mart tart

Tested by: Pete O’Dell

In use for: 10 years

Cost then: part of a £50 set

Cost now: you can find similar 

items online for around a fiver 

Contact: online or flag down 

your local Snap-On van

Snap-On Car Trim Removal Tool

Irwin Power 
Grip 7-piece 
Screw & Bolt 
Extractor Set

UNFORTUNATELY my need 

for these genius items was 

so urgent I couldn’t wait for a 

Machine Mart VAT-free 

promotion to come around. 

Still they’ve proved to be 

pretty good value if the 

worth of a tool is measured 

in actually getting the job 

done with minimal fuss.

The Irwin Power Grip 

system uses a reverse spiral 

flute to grab rounded off or 

ruined nuts, bolts, screws 

and studs to get the little 

buggers undone.

This set covers diameters 

from just under 5mm up to 

12mm. Since they’re 

designed to work on ruined 

heads they aren’t too fussy 

about whether they’re being 

presented with imperial or 

metric fasteners.

They’re also available in other 

sets and sizes and as sockets. 

Anyone who works on old, 

knackered bikes will soon come 

to appreciate the undying 

usefulness of these.

Tested by: Alan Seeley

In use for: a year

Cost then: £33.59

Cost now: £34.79

Contact: machinemart.co.uk

THIS IS REALLY meant for Y

undoing the plastic clips 

holding car-door inner cards 

onto the metalwork but I’ve 

found it to be perfect for 

removing oil seals from 

engine casings and wheels. 

The broad V-shaped foot 

doesn’t dig in to the 

ounding alloy in the way 

the bodger’s favourite of an old 

screwdriver might. It’s also 

highly effective for smaller seals 

where the hook-type removal 

tool is a little too large.

You don’t really need to 

invest in Snap-On quality for 

this type of tool for this sort of 

application – but then I am an 

inveterate tool snob.
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Kawasaki ZX-6R
How Honda’s CBR600F met its match. Development, technology,

buying and riding the first 160mph 600

Next month
AUGUST ISSUE ON SALE 12 JULY 

Yamaha FJ1100 vs Suzuki GSX1100EF Head-to-head

Wheel Alignment Made perfect

Kawasaki ZXR400RR Special brew

PLUS
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HARGING PROBLEMS?

Everyone’s favourite suspect is 

the regulator/rectifier. Indeed 

provided your alternator, battery 

and wiring are in good shape, the reg/rec is 

usually the culprit. And it’s the rectifying 

part of the unit that’s prone to fail, usually 

because of age but often due to heat. The 

workings of a reg/rec are typically 

resin-potted in an aluminium heatsink so 

repair isn’t an option. However you can test 

it as a separate entity to eliminate it from 

the fault-finding process.

The rectifier element of the component 

uses diodes to convert or ‘rectify’ the 

alternator’s AC into DC. A reg/rec for a 

typical three-phase system contains six 

diodes. That’s most bikes of the PS-era 

Is your reg 
a wreck?
Simple tests can determine if a reg/rec 
unit is good to go or good for nothing 
WORDS ALAN SEELEY   PHOTOGRAPHY ALAN SEELEY

HOW TO

phase alternators with four-diode rectifiers, 

while some off-roaders and lightweights 

might have a single diode. A diode can 

essentially be thought of as a one-way 

valve for electricity. The problems start 

when they allow either no flow or free flow.

It’s worth noting that most of the data in 

the manuals for our bikes is based on tests 

using analogue multimeters. Fine if you 

have one, but most of us who’ve bought 

multimeters recently will have a digital one 

which won’t display the same results as the 

older type, leading you to conclude that the 

rectifier is faulty when it isn’t. Some digital 

meters even come with built-in diode test 

facilities which make life very easy.

Here’s how to check for a rogue reg/rec. 

1
On test
The symbol you see at six o’clock on 

this multimeter’s selector dial, the one that 

looks like an arrow with a vertical line 

across the tip, shows that it has a diode test 

function. This is the standard electronics 

symbol for a diode. The current flows in the 

direction of the diode’s arrow.

2
Tag team
This is a fairly typical reg/rec. There 

are three tags for connections to the 

alternator coils and a positive and a 

negative. If they aren’t marked on the unit 

(and often they’re not), refer to the wires 

going into the plug (and the wiring 

diagram) to establish what’s what.

WORKSHOP RATING
TECHNICAL DIFFICULTY?

HOW LONG?
It takes around 10 minutes to test the 

rectifier diodes.

COST?
A multimeter with diode test function 

can be had for as little as a tenner. Look 

in places like Maplin and RS Online. A 

small can of Servisol Super 10 is a fiver.

His Majesty King FerretHis Majesty King F

IVX on the job   

C

Tools for the job

Multimeter with diode test function

Terminal cleaning tool or small fine file 

Contact cleaner

IVX on the jobIVX on the job

Cinq... ca c’est 
bon pour moi
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3
Going live
First off we’ll test the three diodes on 

the live side of the rectifier. Attach the red 

lead to the positive terminal and touch it to 

each of the alternator tags in turn. You 

should see no continuity, shown as a ‘1’ on 

the left of this meter’s display, ‘OL’ on some 

other meters.

6
See red
Attach the red lead to the negative 

tag and when you touch the black lead to 

each alternator tag in turn, you should see a 

value of 0.4 or so. In this case the reading is 

up to the 0.725 seen here, which is 

comparable with the 0.724 seen on the 

other side of the unit.

9
Another kind
This compact reg/rec is from our 

TDR250 and uses the heatsink case as the 

earth (you can see one clearly on top of the 

fridge in the opening shot). Test technique 

is the same, remembering that the case 

takes the place of the negative tag in the 

previous type.

4
Turn around
Now connect the meter’s black lead 

to the positive terminal. You should see a 

value of 0.4 up to around the 0.724 seen 

here when you touch the red to each 

alternator tag. If there’s a wildly different 

number, zero or no continuity, that diode is 

a bad one.

7
Let us spray
Before condemning a reg/reg if your 

readings are out, give the terminals a quick 

blast with some contact cleaner (or a 

gentle scrub with wet/dry) in case dirt is 

causing false read-outs. The favourite 

cleaner in the Practical Sportsbikes

workshop is Servisol Super 10.

10
Live test
This is the same test as the one done 

to the previous unit in step 4. Black lead on 

the positive terminal and the red being 

touched to each alternator tag in turn. The 

displayed figure of 0.545 suggests a 

healthy diode. NB you don’t have to 

conduct this test on top of a fridge.

5
Negative vibe
Having tested the positive side of the 

unit, now test the negative side by 

attaching the black lead to the negative 

tag. Touch the red lead to each of the 

alternator wires in turn. Again you should 

see no continuity as per step three (a ‘1’ or 

OL on the display).

8
Getting heavy
If contact cleaner or fine grit wet/dry 

isn’t enough to shift corrosion from the 

terminals, use something more abrasive. 

We have these special tweezers for that 

task but a small fine flat file (aka magneto 

file) carefully deployed will usually suffice. 

Don’t go mad with it.

11
Earth check
With the black lead against the case 

(negative), there should be no continuity 

shown when the read lead is touched 

against the alternator tag. With the leads 

reversed, you’re again looking for 0.4 to 0.7. 

And if all this checks out OK, you have a 

fully functioning unit.
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OUR EXPERT
GARY HURD
Gary, or Grumpy 

to his mates, is a 

mechanic, restorer, 

breaker, Suzuki GSX 

fanatic and serial bike buyer. In 

more than 20 years in the bike 

trade he’s managed to develop 

the twin virtues of restraint and 

the ability to look beneath the 

surface when appraising a bike. 

We value his advice even if we 

don’t always heed it. So what we 

got this month, Big G?

HUNTER
PROJECT

EDITED BY JIM MOORE

Scrapyard gold, small ad delights and internet 
auction follies. Best and worst case scenarios

1982 Kawasaki AR80 A2

1999 Honda CBR1100XX

1991 Yamaha FZR600

 For restorers, the early A F

models are the most desirable 

AR80s. The A, with its flat 

seat, distinctive back end and 

wedge shaped panels, was 

sold for two years only, so 

they’re rare. This example 

lacks an 

xhaust and 

/h side panel 

but these are 

easily found. 

£840 is 

strong for a 

non-running 

lightweight 

like this but once restored it’s 

value will vastly exceed that. 

Keep it green, though.

Gary says: As the basis for a 

project it’s got all the right 

stuff there – the back end and 

seat are the important bits on 

these early ARs. Most other 

parts are interchangable with 

the later C model and are 

easy to come by too. The 

interest in small projects isn’t 

showing any sign of slowing 

so I’m not surprised this made 

that sort of money.

 This damaged Blackbird T

is a Cat C write-off. It was 

hit from the rear at what 

the seller says was low 

speed. The right side 

exhaust will need replacing, 

as will the rear side panel 

and rear footpeg (the force 

of the impact snapped it 

off). The less than straight 

grab rail suggests there 

could be damage to the 

subframe as well. With only 

29k on the clock the motor 

will be fit, but to repair this 

properly you’ll need to sink 

several hundred quid into 

the project, and it’ll still be 

a Cat C. We’d offer a grand, 

max or walk away. 

Gary says: A relatively easy 

fix, but you’d need to strip it 

to assess the full extent of 

the damage. Even mint 

Blackbirds are cheap so it 

doesn’t make sense to pay 

£1500 for a write-off that 

needs fixing. I doubt he 

paid more than £600 to 

buy it back, so I wouldn’t go 

higher than £800. I’d want 

to know that the chassis 

was straight as well.

 Supersport 600s don’t Supersport 600s don’t

make money, so any outlay on 

restoring one is unlikely to 

make a reappearance in the 

bike’s value for a long, long 

time. That said early FZR6s are 

a loony’s dream. This one’s had 

its motor stripped and 

prepped, just needs rebuilding. 

Nice track tool, just don’t 

spend too much getting it 

back on its wheels.

Gary says: I can think of better 

ways to spend £500; a trip to 

Cadbury’s World for starters. 

This FZR is all about cost. If you 

get it back together for under 

£1500, or as a complete resto 

for no more than £2500, it’d be 

worth doing, but there’s so 

much needs doing that I think 

the bills would soon rack up. 

But as a spares mule for a 

complete bike it’d make sense.

Way too many issues
to make it worthwhile

Too many boxes, not
enough large lumps

Stiff money for a

tiddler, but worth it

UP 
FOR 
£500

SOLD 
FOR 
£840

UP 
FOR 

£1500
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1990 KR-1S 250

1994 Suzuki GSX-R1100WP

 More a collection of Mor

spares than an original bike, 

although there is a V5 to 

match the chassis. Missing 

some potentially expensive 

parts: pipes, carbs, calipers 

etc, so whoever bought it 

for £1430 is going to take a 

second wallet-kicking 

before even laying a 

spanner on the thing. 

Gary says: The problem with 

buying a bitza like this is the 

origin of the parts lumped 

 Firstly this UK LCII isn’t a Firs

matching numbers bike. That 

matters to a lot of restorers but, 

if like us, you see this as the 

basis of a special (the previous 

owner obviously did) that 

shouldn’t be an issue. It’s been 

standing for a while so an 

engine rebuild should be 

factored into the cost. Made 

£2840 which is at the high end 

of what we’d expect.

Gary says: That’s strong money 

for something that needs work 

and doesn’t have matching 

numbers. Having said that it’s 

fairly tidy so won’t need a full 

resto, plus it’s already got the 

feel of a period special with the 

Allspeeds, fork brace and rad 

guard, so it’d be great if it was 

kept like that. For me, I’d have 

been looking nearer £2000.

1983 Yamaha 
RD350LCII

 Dented tank (an oil drum Dent

fell on it apparently), scratched 

panels all round, gummed 

carbs, and an overall feel of 

unmitigated neglect. The 

colour is dreadful as well. On 

the plus side these liquid-

cooled GSX-R motors could 

haul a glacier, the frame and 

swingarm still look harder than 

a herd of charging bison and 

£1500 is a small amount of 

change for something with 

such potential. This one caused 

several trigger-happy bidding 

fingers in the PS office…PS

Gary says: Slabbies have now 

really taken off after a slow 

start, and it’s only a matter of 

time before the later GSX-Rs 

get full-on ‘want’ status. These 

big water-boilers were never 

the best sportsbikes but they 

look as tough as nails and as 

the basis of a project bike this 

thing has got it all going on. I’d 

be happier at £1200 though.

Bar the paint, this has
a lot going for it

Get a complete bike,

not this hotch-potch

SOLD 
FOR 

£1430

UP 
FOR 

£1495

SOLD 
FOR 

£2840

Numbers don’t match and

money’s a bit too strong

together. The motor, for 

example, could be a 

restricted Japanese market 

lump – you’d need to check 

– same for the loom. These 

things matter when building 

up a bike because you want it 

to run right, obviously, so 

some number checking 

would be wise before 

handing over any cash. Better 

still, find a complete bike.



102

1  Serial numbers

Engine and frame 

numbers on triples 

never match. Club 

and KMUK can 

verify age and 

identity for a fee.

2  Kickstart

Early S-series 

thin-section cranked 

kickstart only 

features on those 

models and is hard 

to find. 

3  Barrels

Early S1 has cylinder 

liners large enough 

to increase the bore 

to fit S2 pistons. 

Subsequent models 

have only rebore 

oversizes.  

4 Crankcases

Check for damage 

where lower run of 

the drive chain exits.

5  Exhausts

Repair and 

rechrome of a 

system is expensive.  

A Higgspeed 

system for a triple 

is £540.

6  Clutch actuator

Threaded actuator 

is close to drive 

sprocket and 

catches crud. Keep 

clean for smooth 

operation. 

7  Rear mudgard

S1‘s long stainless 

steel rear mudguard 

can cost hundreds if 

you can find one. 

However repro 

decals, seat foams 

and covers are 

widely available.

8  Clocks

Particularly prone to 

damage. They have 

a moulded crackle 

finish (not paint like 

the H2 but part of 

the moulding 

process). Often with 

deep gashes from 

big crashes.

9  Airbox

The S1 airbox does 

not have such a 

long intake horn at 

the side compared 

to other KH250 

models.

5

2

3

9

7

8

10

11

12

4

1
6

“The S1 is a compact 
ride and provided 
carbs are balanced and 
ignition kept timed, it 
has plenty of thrills to 
deliver to those happy 
to wring its neck”
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Small, but perfectly formed in the image of 

the H1 and 2 and later KH range. Riding, with 

some justification, on their fiery reputation 

ONCEIVED AT a time when 

differentiation was all to Japanese 

motorcycle manufacturers, 

Kawasaki’s 1972 S1 Mach I triple 

stood alone in its own little class. Sure there 

were other 250cc two-strokes but the Kwak 

was the solitary yowling triple.

The S1 was the smallest sibling in 

Kawasaki’s three-cylinder two-stroke family 

which began with the bonkers 500 Mach III 

H1 triple in 1969. The 1972 S1 debuted in 

the same year as the frankly demented 750 

Mach IV. What this meant was that along with 

the 350 S2 triple – which would grow up to 

become the 400 S3 in 1974 – there was a 

Kawasaki two-stroke triple for everyone 

regardless of their licence/experience/state of 

mental health.

Very few S1s actually made it to the UK. 

Kawasaki Motors UK did not exist in 1972 so 

bikes were available via Agrati sales of 

Nottingham and a small group of dealers 

selected by them.

Three cylinders in a 250 when the 

competition made do with two was doubtless 

an important sales incentive to 

impressionable learners in the 1970s. And 

indeed the 120-degree crankshaft layout 

made for smooth delivery, even if the power 

delivered to the rear wheel was really only on 

a par with, rather than greater than, its 

Suzuki and Yamaha rivals, either of which 

would outdrag it on the quarter-mile. For the 

first year of its existence the S1 was up 

against the Yamaha YDS7 and the Suzuki 

T250, both drum-braked air-cooled twins. 

The following year these got disc front brakes 

when they became the RD250 and GT250 

respectively, something the Kawasaki had to 

wait until 1976 for with the arrival of the 

KH250-B1.

What the Kawasaki did have to its 

advantage was a sleek, sporty style that made 

the GT look decidedly dowdy and tourer-like 

and that Yamaha a little dated. Part of that 

was down to the distinctive ducktail to the 

Kawasaki
S1/KH250

BUYERS’ GUIDE

rear of the seat, a handy storage space for a 

bottle of two-stroke oil. The engine 

dominated the steel cradle frame, its width 

and three chromed headers making a major 

statement of intent. Then there were the 

three chrome silencers, two stacked on the 

right and one on the left. As well as that it 

had the healthy slipstream of its bigger 

brothers’ reputations to haul it along in the 

race for sales.

Extra pot and undeniable style aside, there 

was little to set the S1 apart from its rivals. A 

front disc might have offered more appeal to 

buyers on the early bikes but then let’s not 

forget that early discs were no better and 

sometimes worse than the drums they were 

usurping. What the twin-leading shoe front 

drum brake does demand is regular fettling 

and adjustment to keep it delivering.

Being a traditional piston-ported design 

with no reed-valves or other system to 

spread the power, revs are essential to keep 

things going with little going on below about 

6K making clutch slip essential for rapid 

getaways. The fact that the S1 shared the 

same bottom end and chassis as the 350 S2 

suggests that it might have too little power in 

too big a frame but in fact the S1 is a 

compact ride, and provided carbs are 

balanced and the ignition points kept timed, 

it has plenty of thrills to deliver to those 

happy to wring its neck.

Power was sapped as the model continued, 

with 2bhp lost to more restrictive exhausts 

on the KH250-A5 in 1976, a short-lived 

interim model that preceded the disc-braked 

B1 and another couple of horses were lost on 

the 1977 B2.

Not that the comparisons between the S1’s 

rivals and even its own model variants have 

much relevance today. We don’t buy these 

bikes based on past criteria we applied – and 

their relative performance figures are 

redundant now. For the rude and crude 

experience of 1970s learners, Kawasaki’s 

250 triple is an excellent choice.

C

10  Ignition system

Replacement of 

temperamental 

points system with 

electronic ignition 

makes for 

smoother running 

although wasted 

spark principle of 

most units makes

plugs work hard.

11  Primary gears

Straight-cut and 

noisier than helical 

gears. But this 

doesn’t necessarily 

indicate engine 

problems. Straight 

cut gears eliminate 

axial loads and are  

kinder to bearings.

12  Carbs

Correct balancing 

of the three 

Mikunis is essential 

to smooth running. 

A rough sounding 

bike might be 

cured by proper 

set-up work.
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T I M E L I N E

1972 Kawasaki S1 (Mach 1)
Colours: Pearl White, Pearl Candy Redolours:

• Two-stroke piston-ported triple. Drum front 

brake. Steering damper. Front mudguard finish 

matches tank.

1973 S1A
Colours: Candy orange, 

Candy blue, Candy gold

• Shorter seat and 

revised tailpiece, metal 

strip on either side of 

seat base, chromed front 

mudguard. Flatter ’bars 

for UK models.

1974 S1B
Colour: Candy green

• Single colour only, 

restyled fuel tank, brake 

wear indicator on rear 

drum, no raised flip at 

rear of seat, no steering 

damper, US models with 

‘Mach 1’ on side panels.

WORKSHOP 
RATINGS

20
MINS

2
HRS

2
DAYS

5
MINS

2
HRS

3
HRS

40
MINS

Gearbox oil change

Change the gearbox oil every 

4000 miles or annually, whichever 

comes first. A light gearbox oil 

will do the trick.

Top-end rebuild

New pistons and rings are easy to 

install. Poor starting and running, 

and unwelcome noises are 

potential signs of top-end wear.

Engine rebuild

Simple engine to work on and the 

only specialist tools you require 

are a flywheel puller and a 

clutch-holding device.

Spark plug change

Two-strokes frequently need plug 

changes ahead of the suggested 

interval. Keep a spare NGK B9HS 

or three and a plug spanner inside 

the seat cowl.

Carb strip and clean

Easy to access and to remove and 

refit. Simple to work on and 

Mikuni spares are widely available. 

Correct balancing is key.

Replacing the fork oil

Legs out to give the forks a 

proper strip, clean and fresh oil. 

The forks are basic and easy to 

work on.

Brake pads

Check the condition of the 

braking surfaces in the drums 

when you change shoes on early 

models. The twin-leading shoe 

fronts benefit from regular and 

correct set-up.

As ‘good’ as a drum

MINT £3000-£5000
GOOD £2200-£2900
RATTY £1500-£2100

BASKETCASE  

£1400

PRICE 
GUIDE1972 Kawasaki S1 (Mach 1)

Frame: S1F-00001~

Engine: S1E00001~

1973 Kawasaki S1A

Frame: S1F-04691~

Engine: S1E05494~

1974 Kawasaki S1B

Frame: S1F-12001~

Engine: S1E12001~

1975 Kawasaki S1C

Frame: S1F-16300~

Engine: S1E17100~

1976 Kawasaki KH250-A5

Frame: S1F-24400~

Engine: S1E026600~

1976 Kawasaki KH250-B1

Frame: KH250B-000001~

Engine: S1E028801~

1977 Kawasaki KH250-B2

Frame: KH250B-008601~

Engine: S1E038401~

1978 Kawasaki KH250-B3

Frame: KH250B-018501~

Engine: S1E48301~

1979 Kawasaki KH250-B4

Frame: KH250B-025001~

Engine: S1E054801

1980 Kawasaki KH250-B5

Frame: KH250B-028701~

Engine: S1E058301

FRAME AND 
ENGINE 
NUMBERS (UK 
MODELS)

Handy wee spare plug

holder (which you need)

You know you want

one (with ARE alloys)

Smart use of dead

space for toolkit
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1980-’81 KH250 B5
Colours: Kawasaki olours:

‘Ballington replica’ green/

white/black

• Team Green graphics 

to cash-in on Kork 

Ballington’s quartet of 

world titles in 250 and 

350 GPs in ’78 and ’79.

1975 S1C
Colour: Halibut blue

• Grab strap on seat 

(European models only). 

Some models sold had a 

chrome strip on the seat 

lowers, others didn’t. 

Optional lefthand mirror 

for UK models.

1976 KH250 B1
Colours: Candy super 

red, candy sky blue

• Stop-gap A5 sold 

before arrival of B1. A5 

with drum front brake; 

Candy super red only. B1 

front disc brake. Same 

frame as ’76 KH400.

1977 KH250 B2
Colours: Candy wine red, 

Candy orient blue

• New graphics – now 

just a single pinstripe 

running the length of 

the tank and tailpiece. 

Revised left-hand 

switchgear. 

KH250 B4
Colours: Pearl white/olours:

black/green, Lime 

green/black/white

• Graphics changes only. 

Black side panels and 

‘block’ graphic on tank 

– white on green tank, 

green on white.

1978 KH250 B3
Colours: Candy lime 

green, Candy cobalt 

blue, Candy wine red

• Yellow pinstripes on 

tank and tailpiece. US 

emissions legislation 

moves peak power from 

7500 to 7000rpm.

KH250 B4

EXPERT VIEW
Martin Lambert, European 

PR Manager for Kawasaki 

Motors Europe, has owned 

an S1A and a B1 and B2 

KH250. He still has a 

weakness for them:

“For a certain generation 

the sound, sight and smell of a S1 or KH250 

sums up their teenage years. Anti-social, 

thanks to the plumes of two-stroke smoke 

and rasping exhaust, they showed you were 

unconventional and rebellious – even 

though deep down you may not have been. 

Easy to work on then and now, simple to 

understand (no powervalves or CDI boxes 

to worry about) the S1 and KH250 are very 

much metallic, analogue items. Rumour of 

centre cylinders overheating are over-

hyped and so too the performance claims 

for anything other than the early S models. 

But a properly set up KH250 is great fun to 

ride solo, roomy enough for a passenger 

and, ridden in some moderation, even quite 

economical. For any negatives there are at 

least three or four positives and, in 

comparison to the dowdy Z250 that 

replaced it, the KH250 and S series are a 

welcome window into a bygone age.”

USEFUL LINKS
kawasakitriplesclub.net 

your online support network

kawasakitripleparts.com

Dedicated to S and KH Kawasaki triples

PARTS PRICES 
All pattern spares from Kawa Triple Parts 

(07798 884939, kawasakitripleparts.com)
Air filter £28

Sparkplug (NGK B9HS, set of three) £13

Boyer Bransden electronic ignitionoyoy £125

Piston kit (set) £70

Crank seals (per side) £8

Gasket set £35

Regulator/rectifier £35

Front brake shoes £30

Rear brake shoes ear brear br £30

Fork seals £24

Head bearings (taper roller) £32

Chain and sprockets ockock £70

Clutch plates (six friction) £32

Mirrors (each) £20

Indicators (each) £17

Clutch lever £7

Front brake lever £7

Shocks £55

Sidepanels (per side) £38

Seat cover £40

SPECIFICATION

1976 Kawasaki KH250
ENGINE

Type air-cooled, piston-ported, two-

stroke triple

Capacity 249cc

Bore x stroke 45 x 52.3mm

Carburation 3 x Mikuni VM22Sc

Clutch/gearbox wet, multiplate/5-speed

CHASSIS

Frame tubular steel, duplex cradle

Front suspension 33mm telescopic forks

Rear suspension twin-shock, adj. preload

Front brake 1 x 226mm disc, single-piston

caliper

Rear brake 1 x 180mm sls drum

Tyres 3.00 x 18in front, 3.25 x 18in rear

DIMENSIONS

Dry weight 157kg (348lb)

Wheelbase 1320mm (52in)

Fuel capacity 15 litres (3.3 gallons

PERFORMANCE

Top speed 92mph

Power (claimed) 28bhp@7500rpm

T 18.3lb.

£539

Classical shrouded

twin clocks. Ace

Smallest member of a

wonderful family



Adverts for privately-ownedAdverts for privately-owned
bikes registered before 2000 
are FREE in PS. Ads for post-S
1999 bikes start from £20. To 

make sure you see the adverts 
first, take out a subscription to  

Practical Sportsbikes. 
See page 00 for details.

READER ADVERTS

Your advert will appear in the next two available issues.

IN

106  

Conditions of Acceptance: For private advertisers only and for trade by prior agreement. No correspondence can be entered into. Unfortunately we cannot guarantee that your advertisement will appear in a particular issue. Bauer Media 

does not accept responsibility for any errors or mistakes in adverts. All advertisements are subject to approval of the publisher, who reserves the right to amend, refuse, withdraw or otherwise deal with copy submitted and who will have no 

obligation to provide you with any reason for so doing. Bauer Publishing reserves the right to publish your advert in our other magazines that we deem relevant. If you do not wish it to appear in our other titles, please make us aware.

Make    Model      Year                             Price 

Name ...................................................................................................................

Address ..........................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................

Postcode ........................................................................................................

Daytime tel no ..............................................................................................

CHECKLIST: 
1. Please use block capitals and start your advert with the make and model. 
2. Specify the type of advert.
3. Don’t forget your phone number. Advertisements submitted by email must contain a name, 

daytime phone number and full postal address.
4. Have you included a cheque made payable to Bauer Automotive? Or alternatively we will call 

you for your card details
5. You may photocopy this form if you have more than one bike to sell.YY
6. Due to demand, we can accept a maximum of three adverts per customer per issue.
7. We do not accept trade adverts without prior agreement. All trade advertisements should 

have (T) at the end of the advert copy.

Please include Make, Model, Year, Price, Tel No./Area, also up to 25 words of text. Super ads: up to 200 characters and submit separately.  

PLEASE USE CLEAR BLOCK CAPITALS

1

2

3

Please tick 
the advert 
you want...

Bike 
details...

FREE

PLUS

’70s, ’80s & ’90s
FREE

Single column picture ads for privately-owned 
sportsbikes registered before 2000

MODERN
£20

Single column picture ads for privately-owned 
classic bikes registered in or after 2000

AUTOJUMBLE
FREE

Ads for spares and
miscellaneous items

TRADE
£20

Single column picture ads
for trade sales

BIKES WANTED
FREE

Ads for motorcycles
you’re looking to buy

SUPER
£30

Double-column, high impact picture ads including Make, Model, Year,
Price, Phone Number and Area, also up to 200 characters

PARTS WANTED
FREE

Need something to finish 
your rebuild? Ask here

Your advertisement will automatically be placed in the next two available issues of Practical Sportsbikes – please state if only one issue is required.s

Due to high demand, we can only accept a maximum of three adverts per customer per issue. You may photocopy the coupon below if necessary

Adverts for privately-owned bikes registered before 2000 are free (bikes registered after 2000 cost £20; super double-column adverts cost £30)

BOOK BY POST
Please fill in the form below, specifying the type of advert (’70s, ’80 & ’90s,

Autojumble, Bikes for Sale, Bikes Wanted, Parts Wanted). Include Make, 
Model, Year, Price, Tel Number and Area, also up to 25 words of text. Please 
include your name and address (not published). Then post to:  PS Reader PS

Ads, Practical Sportsbikes, Media House, Lynchwood, Peterborough,

Camb, PE2 6EA.  Photographs (we regret that we cannot return these) 
should be of a good quality, with your name and address on the back. 

BOOK BY EMAIL
Send your advert details to: psreaderads@bauermedia.co.uk 

Please include your surname and postcode in the subject line. Include Make, 
Model, Year, Price, Tel Number and Area, also up to 25 words of text. Please 
include your name and address (not published). Include your photo as an 

attachment, named accordingly, preferably as a jpeg. If payment is required 
we’ll call you for your card details.

ENQUIRIES
We do not take advertisements over the phone. Should you have a query regarding a private advert, please call 01733 366340. 

For trade advertising, call Farah Bell on 01736 755508.



•  Specialists in the restorations 
on classic Japanese 
motorcycles

•  Prize winning and magazine 
featured standards

•  Over 20 years’ experience on 
both British and Japanese 
machines

•  Both mechanical and aesthetic 
excellence achieved by using 
top quality engineers, painters 
and excellent chrome-platers

•  Collection service available on 
request

 NEW ERA MOTORCYCLE RESTORATION
Tel: 01530 452391    Mob. 07970 465910

Email newerarestorations@hotmail.co.uk

www.newera-motorcycle-restorations.co.uk

 Situated 5 miles from 

Junction 22 M1 in 

Leicestershire

Over 30,000 
customers
now trust us to
insure their story.
What’s yours?

Call us on: 0330 024 8953
www.principalinsurance.co.uk

Principal Insurance is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Calls may be recorded for training and monitoring purposes.

*Calls to this number cost no more than a national rate call to an 01 or 02 number and must count towards any inclusive minutes in the same way as 01 and 02 calls.

*

At Principal Insurance, we take the time to understand your 
individual biking story. Call our specialist team now to find out 
how we can help you hit the road.

MULTI BIKE      MODIFIED      SPORTS      CUSTOM      CLASSIC      SCOOTER

call 07813029875
www.alienmotorcycles.co.uk

speedfreak0900@yahoo.co.uk



BRING YOUR CLASSIC ££££s TO BE WON
CASH PRIZES AWARDED FOR “BEST IN SHOW” EMAIL: INFO@LIVEPROMOTIONS.CO.UK

BOOK DISCOUNTED TICKETS NOW     GET THE LOWEST PRICE!

www.c las s icb ike l i ve . co .uk
For trade enquiries please contact Kelly Delaney: 01775 768661 kelly@livepromotions.co.uk

For a quote on your classic vehicle insurance  
Call Footman James on 0333 207 6286 or visit www.footmanjames.co.uk

 CLASSIC LEGENDS IN MOTION & FIRE-UP PADDOCK

DISCOUNTED
TICKETS

£9
KIDS GO FREE

The
Footman James

28-29 OCT 2017
EAST OF ENGLAND 
ARENA

CELEBRATING THE LEGENDS OF 
CLASSIC MOTORCYCLING

GUEST OF HONOUR 
JOHN MCGUINNESS

N
EWEVEN
T

PLUS, THE BEST CLASSIC TRADE STANDS
Seek out that elusive part or bag that bargain at the autojumble & trade stands

 CLUB DISPLAYS    LIVE STAGE CHATS    
EXPERT RESTORATION ADVICE    AUTOJUMBLE

NEW FOR 2017
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D I G I T A L  R A D I O  -  D I G I T A L  T V 

W W W . P L A N E T R O C K . C O M  A N D  V I A  A P P S

THE  HAIRY
ROCK SHOW
WITH SI &  DAVE

SUNDAY  
10AM 

TUESDAY  
7PM
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S P O R T S B I K E  S P E C I A L I S T S

www.hagon-shocks.co.uk

SPARES & PARTS

SERVICES

11 Yewtree Industrial Est, 

Mill Hall, Aylesford,

Kent ME20 7ET

SAME DAY FRAME, FORK AND YOKE 
STRAIGHTENING CAST WHEELS 
REPAIRED FROM £70 PLUS VAT

www.motoliner.com 01622 790705

We are a company specialising in the sale of 

factory matched automotive paint aimed purely 

for the motorcycle refi nishing market. Being 

motorcycle painters ourselves for the past 

30 years has enabled us to structure a vast 

database of motorcycle colour formulations.

www.bikecolours.com

Ignition stator repairs for vintage and modern road & off road bikes.

Rewound to heavier duty. Regulators supplied. 

Fast, friendly service.

www.westcountrywindings.co.uk
Unit 6 & 7 Kingstons Farm, Matching Green, Harlow, Essex CM17 ORB

Tel: 01279 731172

THE IGNITION

REPAIR SPECIALIST

VAPOUR BLASTING SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE

Slip it in quicker
with a Sigma!

Tel: 01892 538802
www.sigmaperformance.com

www.classic-coatings.co.uk 
✆ 01476 576087

Classic Coatings Ltd

Quality new and 
used parts

www.motorcyclerecycle.co.uk 
motorcyclerecycle@hotmail.co.uk

01206 793111

POWDER COATING

ELECTRICS

FRAME STRAIGHTENING

PAINTWORK

CYCLE

SPRAYS
THE ULTIMATE PAINTWORK

Specialising in British, 
Italian, American

and Japanese

Tank & bodywork repairs

Custom & helmet paintwork

www.cyclesprays.com
email: tony@cyclesprays.com

Call: 01483 275258

Unlike our competition.
You can be sure we will not

just rush your valuable
parts through with some

industrial job lot.
UK collection & delivery service

QUALITY IS NOT EXPENSIVE 

IT IS PRICELESS

Unit 3, Harris Street,
Bingley, BD16 1AE.

01274 562474
www.Triple-S.co.uk

5% Discount With This Ad

Dunlop • Avon • Michelin • Pirelli 
• Continentals • Bridgestone 

Metzeler

Racing Tyres always 
in stock!

Full Fitting, Balancing & Wheel 
Removal Service Available

FAX: 01942 262956 

OPEN MON-SAT 8.30am-5.30pm

Put your trust in the professionals

Brown Street, 
Leigh, Lancs

MAIL
O R D E R
NEXT DAY

D E L I V E R Y

FREEPHONE: 08000 194 035

Put your trust in the professionals
TYRESTYRES

VAPOUR BLASTING
ULTRASONIC CLEANING
High Quality • Quick turnaround service

Email: fandjhalliwell@btconnect.com

www.fjmotorcycles.co.uk
Tel/Fax: 01695 722004
Mob: 07778 339841

Unit 2, 3 Wigan Road,
Skelmersdale, Lancs WN8 8NB

ULTRASONIC

CARBURETTOR CLEANING

HARPERS

Tel: 01270 669339   Mob: 07752 008698
email: sales@harpers-ultrasonic.com

Tel: 01744 883451
www.crcrestorations.co.uk

RainfoRd ind EstatE, st HElEns Wa118lY

. Ultrasonic carburettor cleaning

. Vapour Blasting

. Aluminium/Stainless Steel Tig Welding

To advertise in

Chloe Sharpe on  
01733 366497

POWDER
COATING

BLAST 
CLEANING

SPARES & PARTS

TYRES
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Martin Stevens had a long break from bikes while he did the family 

thing. Since getting back into it, the passion is now stronger than ever

1982

1986

Garden party started
 “Lik

Need for speed
 “

Trainers/bollard
interface = sore toes

Send us the Bikes of Your Life

Twisted Firestarter
 “I bought a 

Drop it!
 “S

1987

1984



Bikes of my life

  115

The worst one...
“My 1965 BSA A65 may have looked the 

part but it really was terrible. I never got to 

the bottom of an electrical issue and never 

forgave it the pair of jeans it set fire to.”

The best one...
“I had a 750 Slabbie before doing a trade for 

this 1986 Suzuki GSX-R1100G. It’s 

comfortable, never goes wrong and once 

you’re in fifth you can stay there all day.”

The one that got away...
“I bought my 1985 Yamaha RD500LC cheap 

when no one wanted them. It then went to 

George White’s in Swindon for a pittance. 

Wish I knew then what we know now.”

The current one...
“My 1997 Bimota SB6R wasn’t registered 

until 2002 as many of them sat around in 

dealerships. In a year I’ve done more miles 

than the first owner. It’s a great scratcher.”

1991

2012

1986

2009

1989

2007

2017

Loud and proud 
 “With a bit of money from a little windfall I 

bought a brand-new Yamaha FZR600 and 

this 1983 Harley-Davidson XR1000. It was 

amazingly fast in a straight line and was so 

loud it would wrinkle bricks.”

The Marlboro man
 “I traded in the FZR for an amazingly 

fast 1985 Yamaha RD500LC in 

Marlboro colours (see The One That Got 

Away). No one wanted them then and it was 

really difficult to sell on. My then girlfriend 

made me sell both of these to pay off the 

negative equity in my house so we could set 

up home together. We split up 12 months 

later but too late to get my bikes back.”

Wife made me 
 “The urge to get on a bike again 

had to be scratched. I convinced my 

wife I needed a hobby to get me 

out the house and away from two 

pre-teen daughters. So she let me buy 

a 1983 Kawasaki Z1000R for £1500. I still 

have it and it still isn’t finished.”

Martin’s Moto Martin
 “I’d always had a love of the different so I 

bought this 1978 Moto Martin as a rolling 

chassis and transplanted the engine from a 

Kawasaki GPz Uni-Trak into it. I would have 

loved a Honda CBX-engined Moto Martin 

but was able to bag this at a great price on 

eBay. It has appeared in PS.”

1991

What’s the damage?
 “This is my 1976 Kawasaki Z1 Crosby 

replica which has also been in Practical 

Sportsbikes. I love riding this bike. 

Unfortunately it’s the one I recently 

crashed at Donington but the damage 

was minimal and it will soon be back 

doing trackdays.”

eBay alcohol winner 
 “This 1996 Yamaha YZF750SP was a 

late-night, drunken eBay purchase. I 

didn’t realise it was an SP until I picked it 

up. It’s become my main trackday bike, 

handles beautifully and keeps up easily 

even at modern events.”

Foxy 
Harris
 “I bought this 

Harris Magnum in 

1983. I’d had the 

Crossbow calendar 

of Sam Fox with 

one in my locker 

when I was in the 

RAF. I’m still working to get it looking like 

the Harris brochure bike. The fairing’s 

been at the painter’s for two years now.”

Dream machine
 “This was the bike of my dreams as a 

kid – my riding instructor had one – and I 

bought this 1996 Suzuki GSX1100S 

Katana from a friend. It was a little 

uncomfortable but quite good for my 

70-mile motorway commute.”

2009

2014

2012

2013



Six Wheel Multi-Bike Off Road Custom Future Classic Classic Vintage

UK opening hours: Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm, Sat 9am - 5pm, Sun 10am - 4pm. 
Carole Nash Motorcycle Insurance:  ^Source: Survey conducted by Bauer Media Group, sample size 1,105 the research was conducted in July 2016.  ^^Terms and conditions apply, visit 
www.carolenash.com/sixwheelgiveaway, image of car shown is a Suzuki Ignis SZ5 for illustrative purposes only, actual prize car is Suzuki Ignis SZ-T.  Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is 
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, firm reference no. 307243.  Carole Nash is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and 
Wales no. 2600841.

Based on reviews from July 2016 Ð December 2016

of customers would 
recommend Carole Nash95

2015

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2017

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2016

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

carolenash.com

Call for a Motorcycle quote

0800 988 6985
One bike, one car, one policy

Call for a Six Wheel® quote

0800 458 2544

CAROLE NASH
VOTED THE UK’S  
FAVOURITE & BEST  
MOTORCYCLE  
INSURANCE BROKER^

WIN A SUZUKI  
 GSX-R125 BIKE  
& IGNIS CAR,

 WORTH OVER 
£15,000! ^^

JUST GET A BIKE, CAR OR  
SIX WHEEL

®

 QUOTE TODAY!


