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Northern White Cedar is at the heart of everything at Katahdin Cedar Log Homes. We know cedar: 
scientifically proven to have superior resistance to aging, insects, rot, cracking, shrinkage, heat and 
cold when compared to pine. We know where to find it in sustainable forests, how to use every bit of the 
tree and save the very finest for our beautiful log homes.  We make more cedar log homes than anyone in 

the US, and the most cedar fence anywhere. That makes Katahdin the largest primary processor of Northern 
White Cedar in the world.  So what does that mean to you?   

Cedar for the price of pine.
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Dear Readers,

Welcome to a very special issue of 

Cabin Living. Your editors are excited 

to deliver to you: 

In addition, you’ll i nd h e Ultimate 

Resource Guide – with something for 

everyone! Where are you on the path to 

realizing your cabin dream?

 Pop over to pp. 44–45 for 

 

And that’s not all. Starting with this 

issue, you will i nd a new, special type 

of human interest story! 

of Cabin Living 

media.com.
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Let It Slip
One budget-friendly way to overhaul the look of your great room is to  

slipcover your sofa and chairs. (If you’re picturing your grandmother’s 

sloppy furniture, stop it. These days it’s hard to tell the difference between 

quality slipcovers and original upholstery.) As this great room proves,  

color-coordinated but not necessarily matching pa�erns create a casual, 

inviting look. Slipcovers are o�en machine-washable and can be easily  

(and affordably) updated. Get as quirky as you want with them. When you 

come to your senses in a few years, simply replace them. – Edie Mann

News Products Tips Reader mail Wildlife Design & décor & morefrom the deck 
DESIGN & DÉCOR

Get 
    the 

   look!

Parcheesi ($70) 

and checkers ($83) 

wall art from

allegroshops.com.

cabinlivingmag.com  13
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MASTER OF THE BOAT SHOW
If you’re in the market for a new boat, late 

winter and spring boat shows can be a great 

place to buy – if you’re prepared. 

For starters, talk to a few local dealers 

before “boat show season.” Start a relation-

ship with the local dealers and try to decide 

which rig’s for you. Familiarize yourself with 

the brands and types they offer, narrowing 

your choices. You may fi nd special deals, 

leftovers, and perhaps that special “must-

have” rig before show season begins. It’s a 

Saturday worth spending. 

Check popular boating websites; 

become a member, log in and ask spe-

cifi c questions about 

the brands and styles 

you’ve been checking. 

Online publications 

like Boattest.com are 

good sources; they 

test so many boats 

and engines, there’s 

a strong chance they’ve 

tested rigs you’re checking. Ask each dealer 

for references; there’s nothing like talking 

directly to those who’ve bought before. 

Gone are the days when mass-produced 

boats were short on quality. An old axiom 

still holds true, however: Something that 

seems like a deal too good to be true usually 

is. It takes money to build a quality boat. 

Show excitement is contagious! Check 

your enthusiasm, and remember that while 

it’s a seductive atmosphere, you’re there to 

evaluate the choices--and make a deal.

If you’ve done your homework, it 

shouldn’t be overwhelming. Go early and 

spend time re-evaluating potential choices 

identifi ed during previous dealer visits. Take 

stock of show offers. Go through each 

model, make notes about good features and 

potential problem areas. At the show, you 

can’t water test, so you’re buying on sales 

pitch, features and reputation. Since you 

can’t sea-trial, buying at the show represents 

a trade-off; you’re swapping the ability to 

see how the rig performs on the water for 

some money saved on purchase price and 

fi nancing. 

Most dealers offer free storage for the 

off-season if you commit to buy at the 

show. Check to see what deals they 

might offer on next winter’s storage. 

Local dealers are really best to buy from 

if you plan to use your boat only at your 

cabin. Summer season is short; if some-

thing goes wrong you’ll want it fi xed 

quickly. It’s not wise to save money up 

front by buying from a discount dealer 

only to have to travel many miles to have 

it repaired in the middle of summer. A 

dealer who’ll put you up front on the 

waiting list, and even better—come to 

your dock to fi x what’s wrong—is worth 

paying a little extra for. 

If you’re only going to use the boat at 

your cabin, you may not need a trailer. 

Striking a deal with the dealer on fall and 

spring servicing (including launch and 

retrieval, plus cleaning and service) is a 

wise move at the time of sale. If you’ll be 

trailering your rig to other lakes, make a 

deal on a trailer when you buy the boat.  

Many lakes limit horsepower, some limit 

boat size; many have speed limits. Some 

even restrict types of engine (for exam-

ple, some ban the use of two-strokes). 

Ask before you buy. Local dealers and 

local town and county offi ces are the 

places to get this information. 

Be sure what you’re buying will work 

on your lake, and will fi t at your dock. 

The lake’s depth and the length and 

construction of your dock will likely 

have bearing on the size and type of 

boat you buy. 

– John Tiger

To read more about 
buying a boat – 

new or used – turn 
to p. 72

there’s 
MORE!

on the water

A
t the cabin recently, my wife and I decided to try 

the “Brownie in a Mug” recipe she found pinned 

at pinterest.com/cabin_living on the Recipes 

board.  The result actually tasted like real brownies 

– delicious! It’s worth noting that I felt one-quarter 

cup of sugar sounded like too much, so I only 

used about half of that. And whereas it was still 

very good, I felt myself wishing the brownie was 

a tad bit sweeter. So, the sugar measurement 

called for may seem excessive, but I do believe it’s 

the proper amount. Enjoy!

– Josh Lewis, Longmont, Colo

CABIN LIVING ON PINTEREST� ownie 
in a Mug
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DIY DELICIOUS SODA
Craving a bubbly, sugary drink? The 

new beverage trend is to ditch branded 

sodas and cra� your own. Not only 

is there a lot of room to customize 

(have a hankering for vanilla or yearn 

for a burst of fruit, for example?), it’s 

an all-ages treat. Don’t be shy about 

including li�le ones in making these 

sodas because they are quite easy to 

prepare so long as you have ingredi-

ents on hand. Consider playing off of 

the seasons, too, with ingredients that 

speak to current holidays or what’s in 

harvest mode, such as pumpkin in the 

fall, strawberry in early summer and 

peppermint on a chilly winter night.

At Graze, a farm-to-table gastropub 

on the Capitol Square in Madison, Wis., 

with James Beard Award winner Tory 

Miller as its chef-owner, mixologist 

Jessica Stebbins spent hours in the 

kitchen devising crowd-pleasing sodas. 

Alicia’s Folly is an elevated Italian soda that 

folds in vanilla flavor and is sure to impress 

guests and family members alike. 

– Kristine Hansen

Alicia’s Folly
FROM JESSICA STEBBINS 
OF GRAZE, MADISON, WIS. 

½ ounce vanilla coffee syrup (Torani, 

Starbucks, Monin or DaVinci)

1 oz half-and-half

Seltzer water, enough to fill a pint glass

Combine syrup and half-and-half in a  

pint glass and stir with a spoon to combine. 

Fill another pint glass with ice, pour mixed 

ingredients over the ice, and top with 

seltzer water.  P
h
o
to

 c
o
u
rt

e
sy

 G
ra

ze
 

ORIGINAL & CAPTIVATING

SLAB FURNITURE

Gallery Hours: 8am – 5pm Monday –Friday

Weekends and evenings by appointment

 www.littlebranchfarm.com                     901 2nd Avenue South  Nashville, TN 37210  phone: 615-878-6216



cabinlivingmag.com  17

fo
to

lia
.c

o
m

/a
n
d
ri
i2

7

NAME: The Federation of Vermont Lakes and 

Ponds (FOVLAP)

MEMBERSHIP: More than 80 lake and pond 

associations across the state plus other inter-

ested individuals and businesses.

MISSION: To educate lakefront property own-

ers and all others interested in the protection 

and management of Vermont’s inland bodies 

of water.

GOOD WORKS: Check out the online link for 

the FOVLAP video, “Lake Habitat: Life in the 

Shallows” and learn why shoreland vegetation 

is so important for the health of a lake.

FOVLAP co-sponsors the popular Lake 

Seminar every June, featuring workshops on 

aquatic invasive species and lake protection.

WEBSITE: vermontlakes.org

A tip of the hat to statewide organizations 
& the good work they do!
This space is typically reserved for local lake and land associations that are organized 

by its residents who join together to preserve their beloved watersheds, mountainsides, 

forests and meadows. But in this issue, we are tipping our hats to some of the 

statewide organizations and the good work that they do.

share your story
Does your lake have an association that’s 
improving water quality? Do you belong 

to a land association that is always looking 
out for its members? To tell us more about 
the good work your association is doing, 

email cabinliving@aimmedia.com. 
Please include two or three high-resolution 

photos of the region you serve.

LAKE ASSOCIATION SPOTLIGHT NAME: Wisconsin Seasonal Residents 

Association (SRA) (WISRA)

MEMBERSHIP: At least 11,000 members.

MISSION: SRA is a not-for-profi t advocacy 

group devoted to the interests and issues 

of Wisconsin’s non-resident landowners. 

SRA supports policies and practices which 

enhance the benefi ts of holding property in 

the state of Wisconsin, and actively opposes 

policies and practices which diminish such 

benefi ts. SRA advocates on behalf of all 

seasonal residents.

GOOD WORKS: As an advocacy group, 

SRA has fought on behalf of its mem-

bers on a number of fronts, e.g., against 

taxpayer discrimination and for state forest/

park entry fee equity.

WEBSITE: wisra.org

NAME: Minnesota Lakes & Rivers 

Advocates (MLR)

MEMBERSHIP: Between lake association 

and family memberships, it represents 

about 40,000 people.

MISSION: To protect Minnesota’s lake 

and river heritage for current and future 

generations by forging powerful links 

between lakes, lake advocates, and policy 

makers.

GOOD WORKS: Politically active, MLR’s 

leadership, activist board members and 

volunteers represent members’ interests 

at the State Capitol.

WEBSITE: mnlakesandrivers.org

Your legacy for generations

1.800.962.4734

Jimbarnalog.com
Jimbarnatimberframe.com

i n n o v a t i v e DESIGNS

             ATTENTION to
      ever y  DETAIL

UNPARALLELED

                     craftmanship

Quality you can trust. Lasting beauty you will treasure.
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No matter if you live in “hard water” 

bin country or “open water” cabin country, 

winter can still be a great time to catch fish. If 

you plan properly, dress appropriately, respect 

the conditions you will face and watch the 

weather, you could have your best fishing 

trip of the year.

Timing is very important for great winter 

fishing trips. Watch the weather for an ap-

proaching cold front. This is the edge of a 

cold air mass that pushes in and underneath 

warmer air. Before that cold front passes the 

barometric pressure will be low. After the 

cold front passes the barometric pressure will 

be high and bring cold winds from the north 

or northeast. It also prevents clouds from 

forming and that combination will greatly 

decrease your odds of catching fish.

Fish are just like deer, birds and other 

wildlife in that they will feed heavily just 

before bad weather hits. The key to good 

winter fishing is to time it so you are out there 

just prior to the passing of a cold front. Unlike 

other times of the year when fishing early and 

late is best, during these conditions fishing 

between 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. is best.

Use multispecies lures or live bait because 

this is also a time when you just never know 

what you will catch. Before you go, make 

sure all your equipment is in good working 

order so you don’t have problems during that 

small window of great fishing.

Dress in layers so when you get too warm 

reeling in all those fish you can take off a 

layer but also add layers if the temperature 

drops or it starts raining or snowing.

Lastly, make sure whether you go by 

yourself or with someone that you tell a 

friend or family member where you’re going, 

your expected travel route, and expected 

return time. Doing so could save your life in 

case anything unexpected happens as well as 

insure that you will be around to enjoy many 

more great winter fishing trips.

 

Larry Whiteley hosts the Bass Pro Shops  

Outdoor World Radio Show, basspro.com.

Great 
      inter 

Fishing 
       rips

fishing  tips
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Many lakes and ponds are off-limits to gasoline-powered boats. 

But for anglers, photographers and naturalists who want to ex-

plore those waters, there is an alternative to paddling or rowing: 

whisper-quiet electric outboard motors. One brand is Flover. It’s 

motors provide 33 to 55 pounds of thrust, feature fi ve forward 

and three reverse speeds, and are powered by rechargeable 

12-volt marine batteries. Prices start at $126. For more info, 

check out fl overmotor.com.

PRODUCT
COOL ADULT 

COLORING BOOK

I n the December issue of Cabin Living, Lucie Amund-

sen’s feature story “Make Winter Fun!” suggested 

adult coloring books. You’ve probably noticed that these 

are a hot trend. Well, your Cabin Living editors recently 

came across a very cool adult coloring book that’s very fi t-

ting for the cabin lifestyle. The theme of “Gone Fishing!” – 

by Scott A. Cuzzo and Spry Mind – is nostalgic fi shing and 

fun. The retail price is $12, and it can be ordered through 

amazon.com or you can email scott@sprymind.com.

ELECTRIC 
OUTBOARD 

MOTORS
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Serenity Lodge
The fruits of cabin ownership are so special 

STORY & PHOTOS BY JULIE PEARCE 

i work in a hospital emergency depart-

ment (ED), undergoing a daily assault 

of beeping, blood, babies and bowels. 

At the end of the day, re-connecting with 

your sanity can be a challenge. One year 

ago, I spent my birthday weekend in a rustic 

cabin off the Superior National Hiking Trail 

in Finland, Minn. Instantly, I fell in love with 

the idea of having my own plot in nature to 

fi nd refuge from the daily grind. As I fed the 

wood fi re that warmed the cool autumn air, 

I relished the simplicity that came with being 

sheltered inside Mother Nature’s pocket.

Returning home, I decided that I would 

set out to fi nd my own forest retreat. The 

incessant hunt ensued, and with patience, 

I found and purchased refuge meant for 

me. This newly built Arts-and-Crafts-style 

cabin sat on the shores of Nine Mile Lake 

and nestled between two state parks. It was 

located about a dozen miles down the road 

from where I fi rst decided to invest in cabin 

living – and was the home of my dreams.

The property is located within a mix of 

mature boreal hardwoods. Towering coni-

fers and giant birch trees fl ank this north-

woods retreat. 

Past the private pond and through a 

cedar tree forest is the shoreline providing 

access to a pristine secluded bay. These clear 

waters are home for schools of walleye, 

bluegill and northern pike. The dock pro-

vides front-row tickets to each day’s sunset.

Inside, tall picture windows rise to meet 

cathedral ceilings among an open layout 

that includes a stone fi replace and an 

upstairs loft. 

cabin
{FROM OUR READERS}

A shell of warm Douglas fi r 

and alder wood welcomed 

my vision to transform this 

blank canvas into a culmi-

nation of “rustic farmhouse 

meets modern industrial.” 

FINLAND

MINNESOTA
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A shell of warm Douglas fi r and alder 

wood welcomed my vision to transform this 

blank canvas into a culmination of “rustic 

farmhouse meets modern industrial.” My 

fi rst step to complete the look was bringing 

in a large reclaimed elm dining room table. 

From there, my vision unfolded, and before I 

knew it, my cabin makeover was complete.

While the cabin itself was a proud 

milestone in my life, it was fruits of the cabin 

ownership that made it special. These fruits 

include the smell of bacon, the laughter of 

friends, the forest symphony of crickets and 

frogs mixed with the occasional call of the 

common loon, the sound of food sizzling on 

the grill and the squeaking of the hammock 

rocking back and forth. 

It includes the peacefulness of sitting in 

an Adirondack chair by the fi re pit, drinking 

a morning espresso while reading a morning 

meditation on the dock, gazing upon the 

fi refl ies, standing under the northern lights, 

watching my dog joyfully leap through the 

cedar forest, or curling up by the fi replace to 

read a book. 

It is indeed a magical place … a forest 

retreat, my very own Serenity Lodge. At the 

end of a busy week in the ED, I now have a 

place to reconnect, a place to relax, a place 

to recoup and best of all, a place to share.  CL

WANTED: YOUR CABIN 
STORY & PHOTOS
Every issue of Cabin Living magazine 

features “My Cabin” stories, which are 

reader-submi� ed stories and photos 

from all over the U.S. Send your cabin 

story to: cabinliving@aimmedia.com, 

and your Cabin Living editors may pub-

lish it. (All that is needed is a brief story 

about your cabin, co� age, lake home or 

camp – how you came to own it, why it’s 

special to you, and what you enjoy doing 

there. Photos need to be high-resolu-

tion.) Thank you!

cabinlivingmag.comBeaver Run by 1867 

Confederation 

Log & Timber Frame

interactive loor plans

�nancial tools 

inspiring photography 

design guides 

expert advice

and so much more
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now then

“H
ow old is this boat?” 

my son Kyler asked me 

as we spread out our 

beach towels on the 

blue vinyl seats, hot to the touch from the 

intense midday sun. 

“Oh, gosh, let me think,” I said as I 

quickly did the math in my head. “Hmm, 

27 years.” I scratched my chin and won-

dered, Could that be right? My parents 

bought it when I was 16 so, yeah.

“It doesn’t look it,” Kyler said.

That was because we had maintained 

it through the years, having replaced torn 

cushions, broken propellers and defective 

horns. We had updated the radio system, 

purchased a new depth fi nder, and fi xed 

the ladder on the swim platform. We had 

regularly waxed the hull, touched up the 

paint, and teak-oiled the wooden sec-

tions. We had taken great care of it because 

through the years, it had offered us so 

much in return.

“I’ll bet you have a ton of cool memo-

ries because of it,” Kyler said as he dealt the 

Uno cards.

He was right about that. I sat back, 

closed my eyes, and tilted my face sky-

ward. As the sun’s rays warmed my cheeks, 

I refl ected on the various ways this boat 

had shaped my life. 

This was the activity boat, fully loaded 

and ready to rumble. Stocked with squirt 

guns, diving rings, Frisbees and footballs; 

water skis, wiffl e balls, inner tubes and 

noodles; card games, volleyballs, jump 

ropes and sunscreen, we were prepared for 

any brand of fun.

This was the rescue boat that aided 

distressed boaters who had run out of gas, 

cracked a prop, or fl ooded the motor. This 

was the fun boat that soaked eager pas-

sengers who were begging for adventure. 

This was the love boat where I smooched 

my husband at sunset after exchanging 

The Memory Boat 
How cherished memories keep this cra�  afl oat  BY CHRISTY HEITGER-EWING 
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The author enjoys a sunny day on 

the boat with her sons Kyler and 

Trevyn and her nieces Allyson and 

Hannah.
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wedding vows on the dock.

This was the fast boat that had caused 

countless baseball caps to take fl ight in the 

wind. This was the slow boat that lulled 

children to sleep whenever we meandered 

the perimeter of the shoreline. This was the 

fi shing boat where my boys learned how to 

bait a hook, hold a pole and net a walleye. 

This was the school boat where my sons 

practiced tying a line, navigating a river 

and de-weeding a propeller.   

This was the bonding boat where, 

through every stage of life, Mom and I 

stretched out in the sun and gabbed about 

makeup and fashion, boyfriends and mar-

riage, motherhood and sleep deprivation.

This was the party boat where our fam-

ily shared cheese-and-crackers and sweet 

cherry picnics. This was the tour boat that 

idled down river as occupants snapped pic-

tures of otters, eagles and other cabin crea-

tures before disembarking at the gas dock 

to purchase popsicles and ice cream sand-

wiches. This was the duck-duck-goose boat 

that taught cabin visitors the difference 

between ducks and geese (not to mention 

swans, loons and gulls). 

This was the durable boat that had 

battled pop-up thunderstorms, pounding 

hail and 6-foot rollers. This was the therapy 

boat where I sat for hours on end the fi rst 

summer after Mom died, sobbing, journal-

ing and holding tight to years of precious 

cabin memories. 

“Wanna take the boat down river to gas 

up?” Kyler asked as he scooped up the Uno 

cards. I clicked the ignition key to the right. 

The gauge read three-quarters full. 

“We don’t really need gas,” I said.

Kyler’s face fell.

“I take it you’re in the mood for ice 

cream?” I asked.

Kyler grinned and nodded.

“Go get your brother,” I said as I fl ipped 

on the blower. 

This was the memory boat, and it was 

time to make more.  CL 

Christy Heitger-Ewing 
thinks that if everyone 
could experience life at 
a cabin, the world would 
be a happier place. 

Old World Charm

ElmiraStoveWorks.com
1-800-295-8498

Let us build one for you.

Adorned with copper, brass, 

nickel or chrome, each custom 

built Elmira Stove Works 

appliance is true to its era, 

while offering the performance 

and features found in the most 

modern kitchen appliances.

Models available 

in gas, electric, 

dual fuel or wood-

burning.

That  Comp lements  Any  K i tchen

855-306-5678  TIMBERHAVENLOGHOMES.COM

LOGHOMEDESIGNCENTER.COM for hundreds of additional loor plans

 • Nature’s Beauty Engineered to Perfection
 • Kiln-Dried Laminated / Solid Logs and Timbers
 • Name-Brand Components
 • Local Representation 
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O
ff-grid living is second na-

ture for Dan Christmas. 

Dan’s great-great grandfa-

ther, Joel Plumley, founded 

the town of Long Lake in the heart of 

New York’s Adirondack Mountains. Joel’s 

son John, a legendary fi shing and hunt-

ing guide, was Dan’s great-uncle. So it 

seems fi tting that after graduating forestry 

school, Dan would also work as a guide 

(to the Rockefellers, no less) – and years 

later, he would come full circle, building 

his own log cabin within a mile of his an-

cestors’ cabin. 

The town is named for the scenic 

14-mile-long lake, popular with paddlers 

and anglers. Shoreline property is both 

hard to fi nd and pricey. So in 2011, when 

Dan heard of a site for sale on the unde-

veloped north end, he leapt at the chance. 

The site featured 150 feet of beachfront, 

but there was one problem, he was told. 

It was 7 miles from town – by boat. 

“That’s not a problem, that’s a solution,” 

was his response.

Construction began that fall. “I want-

ed to build an old trapper’s cabin, very 

small and effi cient,” Dan recalls. Hemlock 

trees – “sturdier and more rot-resistant 

than pine,” he explains – were cut and 

Off-Grid 
Adirondack Cabin 

No roads or 
utilities? No problem!  
BY FRAN SIGURDSSON

A no-frills rustic interior provides a 

wilderness experience with all the 

comforts of home. Trout or venison 

for dinner? The Camp Chef three-

burner table-top stove cooks up tasty 

meals. An air-tight steel Colorado 

Cylinder wood stove radiates heat 

overnight. Forget fancy cabinets; just 

hang pots and mugs directly on log 

walls and sturdy branches? Window 

sills and upper frames double as stor-

age space for canned goods. 

plugged cabinthe
TALES OF LIVING OFF THE GRID
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peeled in Dan’s hometown in central New 

York. The cabin was built there, then the 

logs were numbered and trucked to Long 

Lake – a distance of about 100 miles. 

A cousin ferried the logs by barge, 

along with an excavator to clear the site. 

Dan re-assembled the 12x16-foot cabin 

over the course of a year, with the aid of 

cousins John and Jerry Plumley, and Dan’s 

older sons, Marc and Joe. 

For Dan, being unplugged doesn’t 

mean foregoing creature comforts. In the 

past, he built a couple of off-grid cabins 

in Colorado. “That was easier – they got a 

lot of sun.”  Not the case in the Northeast, 

however. So instead of solar panels, Dan 

relies on a generator for power. The cozy 

cabin has hot and cold running water, an 

outdoor shower, a wood-burning stove and 

a countertop three-burner cook stove, plus 

bunks and shelving. Ideal for two, with 

cots, the cabin can sleep as many as five. 

An 8-foot-wide shed doubles as out-

house and storage for off-grid compo-

nents. That includes a large bank of bat-

teries, an inverter, a wire that runs to the 

cabin, and a regular fuse box. “Once en-

ergy leaves the shed and goes to the camp, 

it’s the same as on-grid,” notes Dan. The 

batteries are on a meter that tells the gen-

erator if they’re running low.

Propane fuels the generator, the lights, 

and an on-demand water heater. When 

Dan gets to camp, he unloads gear, pushes 

the button for the generator, and lets the 

batteries charge to the fullest. “That takes 

a full day. I don’t like to hear the generator, 

so I turn it off.”  

The cabin gets plenty of four-season 

use. “We go there a lot to hike,” he says. 

The 133-mile-long Northville-Placid Trail 

runs through the property. During fall 

hunting season, Dan’s sons and brother 

accompany him to the camp. At this time 

of year [January], he goes backcountry 

skiing. “When the lake is iced up, I hike 

in.” Other times when the ice is solid, Dan 

brings 7 or 8 tanks of propane across on 

a makeshift sled, towed by snowmobile. 

“I love going there,” says this modern day 

woodsman. CL

GET GELLIN’ 
Wondering if your batteries will survive winter in an unplugged, cold-climate cabin?  

Dan strongly recommends gel batteries. Gel is a kind of deep cycle* lead-acid bat-

tery. The other, more common kind of deep cycle is “wet” (aka “flooded”). Both 

kinds contain cells with lead plates suspended in diluted sulphuric acid. When the cell 

discharges, the lead and acid react to form lead sulphate and water. When the cell is 

charged, the reaction reverses. 

Here’s the difference: 

In a wet battery, the acid is in liquid form. Gel batteries add silica to immobilize 

the acid in a thick, gel-like paste. A gel battery won’t leak if the case is broken. 

While the intial cost of gel batteries is twice that of wet, they have lower costs 

per month and per cycle.

Gels are maintenance free. Some wet batteries need to be topped off with water; 

gel batteries internally combine hydrogen and oxygen into H
2
O. 

Gel batteries don’t sulfate or degrade as much as wet batteries when undercharged. 

They can operate in below-freezing temperatures. 

For all these reasons, gel batteries are ideal for remote getaways that see only 

weekend or seasonal use, including north-country cabins like this one. 

Dan recommends insulating gel batteries (he keeps them in old Styrofoam cool-

ers at his cabin). Just make sure they are well ventilated. Never install batteries in 

a sealed box – if overcharged, one-way vents in a gel battery are designed to let 

gases escape. 

For more of Dan’s tips on outfitting the off-grid cabin, read his blog post at  

landandcamps.com/blog/tips-outfit-your-grid-cabin

* Deep cycle batteries are what the unplugged cabin needs to store energy and 

release it gradually. Deep cycles are different from car batteries. Their lead plates are 

thicker and heavier to sustain long periods of deep discharge, and subsequently to 

fully recharge. Many companies sell deep cycle batteries; MK/Deka and Trojan are 

two reputable brands of gel batteries.

Factoid
“Adventures in the Wilderness” (aka 

“Camp-Life in the Adirondacks”) by 

William H. H. Murray is a must-read 

for Adirondack cabin owners. The 

book celebrates Dan Christmas’s 

great-uncle, “Honest John” Plumley, 

who served as Murray’s guide. An 

instant bestseller when published 

in 1869, “Adventures” opened the 

Adirondacks to tourism, and sparked 

the building of “Adirondack Great 

Camps,” the rustic-chic retreats of dy-

nasties like the Rockefellers, Vander-

bilts, and Whitneys. The book is avail-

able for purchase on amazon.com, 

but you can also read it free online 

on sites like the Biodiversity Heritage 

Library, biodiversitylibrary.org.

Dan Christmas has plenty of 

experience with off-grid systems. 

Besides his personal off-grid cab-

ins, he’s built scores for custom-

ers. Christmas & Associates’ land 

company specializes in hunting 

land and waterfront properties in 

rural New York. Some sites have 

existing cabins. If not, the com-

pany offers a variety of styles it 

can build for its customers. 

Do you have an off-grid retreat? If so, long-time CL contributor Fran  
Sigurdsson would love to hear from you!  If you send us an email at cabinliving 
@aimmedia.com, we’ll forward it to her Adirondack lake house.
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small cabin escape

Wildflowers bloom around this petite log and stone retreat in the mountains  

of southwest Montana. Surrounded by stunning views of towering peaks, tall pines and  

a fire pit awaiting starry nights, the cabin is a welcome respite from the busyness of life. 
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Author W. Bruce 
Cameron enjoys 
island life at his 

family’s northern 
Michigan retreat  

BY CHRISTY 
HEITGER-EWING

a cabin’s 
purpose

Y
ou likely know W. Bruce Cam-

eron as the New York Times

best-selling author of such gems 

as “A Dog’s Purpose,” “A Dog’s 

Journey,” and “The Dog Master.” But what 

you probably don’t know is that back in the 

1970s, he and his teenage friends were the 

original inventors of tubing – well, at least 

in their cabin area in Michigan they were. 

It was quite by accident, as is often the case 

with brilliant inventions. 

“My buddies and I had just fi nished 

skiing, and we asked ourselves, ‘What else 

could we drag behind the boat and ride?’ ” 

recalls Bruce. “We tried a plastic sled and 

an old bedroom door. Both were painful.” 

Then they conceived of the tube, and they 

skimmed across the water like magic. The 

spell was broken, however, when the sher-

iff put the kibosh on their creative fun, in-

forming the teens that it was illegal to pull 

a tube behind a boat. “A few years later, 

every store was selling tubes designed to 

pull behind a boat,” says Bruce. 

Bruce may have missed his chance for a 

patent, but he has found success in the pub-

lishing industry. It’s a passion he’s had ever 

since he was a kid coming up to his family’s 

4-bedroom, 2-bath Holy Island cottage lo-

cated on Michigan’s Lake Charlevoix. 

Author W. Bruce 
Cameron enjoys 
island life at his 

family’s northern 
Michigan retreat  

BY CHRISTY 
HEITGER-EWING

a cabin’s 
purpose

TOP: “The stairs to the lake look as old 

as they are,” says Bruce.

INSET: In the 1930s, Bruce’s grandparent’s 

bought the stone cottage, which his father 

later inherited. It’s where Bruce spent every 

summer of his life through college.
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Summer splendor
The island, less than a mile long, houses 

13 small cottages, all of which were built 

in the 1920s by a man named Ira McLean. 

Soon after developing the property, 

the Great Depression hit and McLean 

promptly went broke. A decade later, 

Bruce’s grandparent’s bought one of the 

stone cottages, which his father later in-

herited. It’s where Bruce spent every sum-

mer of his life through college.

When Bruce was in his late teens, he 

went to the cottage alone from early June 

until mid-August. “It was a transformative 

time for me because I’d never been very 

successful in the girl department,” recalls 

Bruce. This particular summer, however, 

he had access to a motorcycle, a car, and a 

12-foot Larson with a 40 hp Evinrude out-

board engine. It was a game changer.

Think “The Bachelor: Cabin Edition,” 

only instead of enjoying cocktails and 

extravagant dates, Bruce spent countless 

nights building bonfires and hanging out 

on the pony truss bridge watching shoot-

ing stars.

Winter white-out
Bruce also took several trips to the cottage 

in the winter. The most memorable was 
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RESOURCE: “Author website, brucecameron.com

The Dog Master (2015)

Ellie’s Story: A Dog’s Purpose Novel 
(2014) 

The Midnight Plan of the Repo Man 
(2014)

The Dogs of Christmas (2013)

A Dog’s Journey: Another Novel  
for Humans (2012)

Emory’s Gift (2011)

A Dog’s Purpose: A Novel  
for Humans (2010)

8 Simple Rules for Dating  
My Teenage Daughter (2001)

W. BRUCE CAMERON’S 
BEST-SELLING BOOKS

BELOW: One of the island residents was a 

direct descendent of Ira McClean, who first 

owned the island, and who built Bruce’s cot-

tage before going bankrupt. The woman 

always insisted that her father, Ira, built the 

unique statue. She wanted it to be a memo-

rial, but the islanders refused to pay for it or 

even really care about the issue. So she took it 

in her own hands and a few years before his 

death put a plaque on the base of it. “Every-

one was too apathetic to remove it,” says 

Bruce. “History belongs to those who write it.”



in January 1978, when Michigan experi-

enced a record-breaking snowfall during 

Bruce’s college break. Bruce and two of 

his buddies decided to enjoy a few days 

of fresh powder at Boyne Mountain just 

30 miles southeast of Charlevoix. Being 

college boys, they drove straight through 

in their red Mustang from Missouri to 

Michigan, a 30-hour haul. 

Upon arriving at the cottage, Bruce 

cranked the oil heater and built a roaring 

fire. He then agreed to sleep in front of 

the fireplace to keep the embers burning 

throughout the night. Sometime after 1 

a.m., however, the oil heater conked out, 

as did Bruce. He awoke to his buddies 

screaming for extra blankets. (The tem-

perature had fallen to minus 2°F inside 

the cottage.)

Ultimately, the trio skied a full day at 

Boyne Mountain before getting snowed 

in for the rest of the week. They ate junk 

food, played cards, and didn’t panic 

until they realized they had nothing 

Bruce’s mystery series “The 

Midnight Plan of the Repo 

Man” and its sequel “Repo 

Madness” (to be released in 

August) are set in northern 

Michigan due to his intimate 

familiarity with the area.

The Realtor who sold the 

cabin to Bruce’s grandparents told them 

the statue in the fishpond was Peter 

Pan. So they called the place Peter Pan 

Cottage. “For years, sending a letter to 

Peter Pan Cottage, Holy Island, would 

get it here,” says Bruce.

Bruce’s mother, his No. 1 fan  

and best marketer, leaves “A Dog’s 

Purpose” beach towel up on the line 

all summer long. “It’s visible from the 

road,” says Bruce.

Bruce once owned a Labrador named 

“Luke” who played catch with himself. 

“He’d carry a Frisbee to the end of the 

dock, throw it into the water, then jump 

in after it,” says Bruce.

At one point during his adolescence, 

Bruce had 32 short stories submitted to 

various magazines. None were accepted 

for publication, but last year Dream-

Works picked up the movie rights to his 

New York Times best-selling book “A 

Dog’s Purpose.” The film is scheduled 

for release in 2016. Perseverance pays.
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left to eat but a bowl of spaghetti sauce. 

That’s when they borrowed a neighbor’s 

snowmobile and headed to town for 

sustenance (code for more junk food). 

They spent the remainder of the day un-

earthing their Mustang buried beneath 

mounds of snow. 

Fun & fickle
These days, Bruce prefers more relax-

ing trips to the lake. Cocktail cruises 

and long walks with the dog are more 

his speed. And then there’s writing, of 

course. 

“I go to the cottage with the illusion 

that I’ll get a lot of writing done, but the 

reality is that I spend most of my time 

trying to get the sump pump to work,” 

says Bruce, who describes his island 

home as “fragile with some quirks.” For 

instance, he has to run the heater in the 

bathroom in the dead of summer be-

cause water from the well is so cold that 

condensation makes the floor wet.

I go to 
the cottage with 
the illusion that 
I’ll get a lot of 

writing done, but 
the reality is that I 
spend most of my 
time trying to get 
the sump pump 

to work.

– Bruce C.

QUALITY FOR LIFE.
America’s  Largest  Log Furniture & Rai l ing Company

WWW.ROCKYTOPLOGFURNITURE.COM |  1-800-332-1143
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The cottage has a large screened-in 

front porch on the east side, which 

is where Bruce slept most of the 

time since his room was the size of 

a closet (it was, in fact, later con-

verted into a closet). The airy porch 

bedroom enabled him to become 

intimately familiar with what he 

calls the “lake music” of northern 

Michigan – raccoons washing their 

food in the lake, insects chirping, 

loons calling. “I was privileged to 

tune in,” says Bruce.

VIEW-FINDER CONTAINER
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.Reduces ladybug infestations
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.–Detergent and water clean-up
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Though he adores northern Michi-

gan summers, the fickle nature of cabin 

weather can be frustrating. Years ago 

when his firstborn was a baby, Bruce and 

his family spent the week after Labor Day 

at the cottage. “It was warm and dry, and 

I said, ‘From now on, we’re spending this 

week at the lake every year!’ ” says Bruce. 

“Then for the next decade, it was rainy, 

cold, and dreadful at the cottage during 

that week.” 

Memories of Dad
Some of Bruce’s fondest memories in-

volve his father and the sunrise fishing 

trips they took on Lake Michigan. They 

would go out in another family boat, the 

17-foot 1967 Larson inboard/outboard 

boat named “Superchief” and drop lines 

during that magical time of day when 

the tranquil water glistens, the crisp air 

smells sweet, and dew drops sit delicately 

atop grass tips and tackle boxes. 

Despite the splendid backdrop, rarely 

did the duo have any luck. “Dad was a 

doctor,” says Bruce, putting their catches 

into perspective. “So if you calculate his 

hourly rate times the amount of fish he 

caught, in today’s dollars it would prob-

ably come to $700 an ounce.”

In the fall of 2013, Bruce’s dad suffered 

heart failure. Being a physician, he was 

aware of all of his options. He recognized 

that his life may have been prolonged a bit 

had he remained hospitalized, but he only 

had one wish and that was to return to his 

little stone cottage, his happy place where 

he could relax with his family, watch 

some baseball, and relish the splendor of 

northern Michigan.

“This cottage was a legacy Dad gave 

his children. It was his gift to us,” says 

Bruce. “That’s why I was determined to 

return the favor – so he could enjoy his 

last few days of life in his favorite place.”

Bruce got his father discharged and 

took him straight to the lake.

“Immediately Dad’s somber mood 

shifted,” recalls Bruce. “He knew he was 

going to die that day, but I’d never seen 

him in such good spirits.”

Bruce, a father of three grown chil-

dren, lives in Los Angeles with his wife, 

Cathryn Michon, and their dog Tucker, 

but he still travels to the family’s north-

ern Michigan cottage every summer 

where memories of first loves, poignant 

loss, and wild adventures echo in the 

walls. “It’s not a place to grieve,” says 

Bruce. “Any sadness is drowned out by 

happy memories.” CL

Like Bruce, author Christy Heitger-Ewing 

also wrote many short stories while at her 

Michigan lake cabin. Unlike Bruce, she would 

rather do just about anything than engage in 

a 30-hour road trip with no hotel stops.

BALCONY PANELS BY

 J. DUB’S
www.jdubs.com  800-622-9015
See our testimonial page. Made in the U.S.A.

Leading the way with innovative products since 1980. 

Hundreds of images and thousands of happy customers.
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The descendant of the original owner buys 
it back, then builds a beautiful namesake

The descendant of the original owner buys 
it back, then builds a beautiful namesake



Nestled between a rushing stream and a steep 

mountainside, the stone-sheathed family cot-

tage stands on the footprint of the humble 

cabin built long ago by the homeowner’s 

grandfather. The grade rising behind the cot-

tage and the narrow space allowed by the 

stream and the road made for a challenging 

building site. Though that called for high-

tech solutions, Larry was determined to build 

on the spot that housed so many childhood 

memories. (INSET) A metal roof echoing the 

cottage’s main roof shelters the front door. 
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H
idden deep in the Pisgah 

National Forest of western 

North Carolina, the humble 

retreat was called the “Kib-

bin” because its owner’s youngest son, 

aged 3, could not pronounce “cabin.”

“In the 1930s, my grandfather, who 

was a judge in McDowell County, bought 

the land and some locally harvested tim-

bers from a young mountain man, who 

planned to build a home for his fiancée,” 

says today’s homeowner, Larry. “She left 

him and went to California, so my grand-

father took the land and the timbers off 

the young man’s hands for $50.00. 

“We all have great family memories 

there,” Larry continues. “The mountain 

was very high, the creek was very cold. As 

kids, we played in that creek, tucked up 

against that mountain. My grandfather 

also used it as a connections place when 

he held ‘Kibbin parties.’ They became 

quite the tradition.”

But in 1971, over the objections of his 

grandchildren, the judge sold the one-

story wood cabin. 

Its memories continued to resonate. 

When in 2011, the original Kibbin and 

7 surrounding acres came up for sale, 

Larry – the judge’s grandson and an 

Atlanta attorney – was overjoyed.

And Larry’s wife, Dana, an Atlanta 

financial management professional, was 

happy for her husband, and more than 

a little relieved that his long-held dream 

had come true. “For years, he would go 

by and leave his card in the door with 

a scribbled note asking for a call if they 

ever wanted to sell. The place has incred-

ible meaning for him.”

Thrilling as it was to own the Kibbin, 

the place was falling down.

“There was no way to save it,” says 

John Altobello, a Cambridge, Mass., ar-

chitect who came to know the homeown-

ers when he designed houses for them in 

Atlanta and on Cape Cod. “They said, 

‘Can we at least keep the site?’ So we set 

out to create a new Kibbin on the exact 

spot of the original.”

However, it was not an easy building 
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A vaulted room – defi ned by wood 

sheathing, a large stone fi replace and 

chimney, and structural timbers with 

decorative curves  – houses the kitchen, 

dining area and living room. This fulfi lled 

Larry and Dana's desire to have a space 

where the whole family could gather. 

Skylights and chimney-fl anking win-

dows bring light into a room wedged 

hard up against the mountainside. Red 

and white fabrics, black iron chandeliers 

and simple, comfortable furniture make 

for an unpretentious, yet stylish interior.
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site, occupying a sliver of land wedged 

between the creek rushing downhill and 

the mountainside rising up behind it. To 

fi t the narrow lot, Altobello designed a 

50x22-foot, two-story house that over-

looks the creek. Crowned with a metal 

roof, its exterior is sheathed with stone 

from a local quarry. (See “Sourcing the 

Stone,” page 39.)

“They (the cabin owners) were inspired 

by Cotswold cottages when they traveled 

in England,” Altobello explains. “When 

we talked about the design, they sent me 

stacks of books with pictures of Cotswold 

stone houses. The stone on the Kibbin is, in 

fact, a face applied to a wood frame.” 

To build against the steep wall of the 

mountainside, Altobello designed a hefty 

retaining wall. It forms the back of the 

structure on the lower level, “So that the 

mountain does not come sliding down 

into the water,” the architect says. “It was 

the most challenging aspect of the design: 

how to make the house fi t with a 2-foot-

thick retaining wall at ground level.”

“Even though it’s on 7 acres, most 

of that acreage is forested and set at a 

50-plus-degree angle heading up to the 

ridgeline 170 feet above and behind 

the Kibbin,” Larry explains. “We are 

so tight against the mountain, that our 

builder, Larry Gibson of Clayton, GA., 

said that it was the hardest site he had 

ever worked with.”

The lower fl oor of the 2,400-square-

foot structure houses a bathroom, a bed-

room and the utility areas. The main 

living space is on the upper level, where 

a vaulted great room encompasses a liv-

ing room, a dining area and a kitchen 

arrayed against one long wall. Curved 

trusses designed by Altobello support the 

great volume of open space. Furnished 

with clean-lined, traditional furniture, 

the room is oriented towards a large fi re-

place and a chimney built of the same 

stone that forms the building’s exterior 

(see “Swedish Kibbin Style,” page 41).

“I wanted a room where everyone 

would be together,” says Dana. “We all sit 

in that room, reading, talking.”

The kitchen’s handsome 

farmhouse sink suits the rus-

tic retreat sensibility. Arrayed 

against one long wall in 

the great room, the kitchen 

boasts granite countertops 

and stainless steel appliances. 

They make for modern func-

tion while collected baskets 

speak of the celebrated folk 

arts of the area.



At the fireplace end of the room, a 

Dutch door leads into a screened porch, 

a spacious indoor-outdoor room that is 

also oriented around a stone fireplace. 

The two fireplaces back up against each 

other and share the chimney.

“We eat outside until it gets too cold,” 

Dana says. 

Also on this level is the master bed-

room; a staircase climbs to loft bedrooms.

“At first, we talked about installing a 

spiral staircase,” Altobello says. “But we 

realized that it’s not so easy to negoti-

ate circular stairs with a basket of laun-

dry in your arms. Instead, we decided 

to make stairs that are an architectural 

element. They also balance the big stone 

fireplace opposite.”

Altobello’s design places four tall 

windows on the great room walls. Ad-

ditional light pours into the room via 

four skylights. “They line up with the 

big windows,” he points out. “Natural 

light is very important to that big living 

space. There are also windows above the 

fireplace. The shutters opening to the 

great room from the upstairs loft are left 

open during the day, bringing light into 

that area.”

Larry and Dana come here for week-

ends, vacation and holidays. 

“I love that it’s so remote; we have 

great family time here,” Dana says.

Larry says that one of their year-

round activities is to hike in the sur-

rounding old-growth forest.

“But our very favorite thing to do,” 

Larry adds with a smile, “is to sit on 

the porch and listen to the music of the 

creek.” Now that is the cabin lifestyle at 

its finest.

Regina Cole lives in Gloucester, Mass., 

amid abandoned granite quarries that 

were active in the late 19th and early 20th 

centuries. When she sees a house built 

of granite, like the Kibbin, it feels like 

a piece of home – even if it’s in western 

North Carolina. 

SOURCING THE STONE
WHEN BUILDING WITH STONE, a naturally heavy material, it makes sense – both 

economically and environmentally – to find a source as local as possible. That is  

usually also the best aesthetic choice. 

Prominent Georgia landscape architect Edward Daugherty (his past projects 

include the grounds of Georgia’s Governor’s Mansion, the Atlanta Botanical Garden 

and the Georgia Institute of Technology) found the right stone for the Kibbin when 

he visited a botanical garden in Ashville, N.C. 

“I saw a wall built of a very handsome local stone, and knew it would look just 

right,” he says. “Here in Atlanta, we refer to it as Stone Mountain Granite.”

Table Rock Quarries of Marion, N.C., provided the lovely multicolor stone that 

sheathes the Kibbin and gives it its personality. Their name for this stone is Linville 

Blend. “The Linville Blend is actually a custom blend of three stones,” says Byron V. 

Boyd, one of the quarry’s owners. “Chocolate Gray and Pisgah Gray, both of which 

are mined from our own quarries off Cannon Road in central McDowell County, 

and Vanderbilt, which is mined just off Hooper’s Creek Road near Fletcher, N.C.”

He goes on to explain that the stone is not exactly granite.

“The Chocolate Gray and Pisgah Gray are in the schist family, which is a rock of 

intermediate metamorphic grade between phyllite and granitic gneiss. The Vander-

bilt leans more heavily towards the granitic gneiss.”

By happy coincidence, Table Rock Quarries is only a stone’s throw from the 

Kibbin’s Old Fort location. Daugherty says that explains why the building’s exterior, 

which ranges through shades of cream, gray, ocher and blue, looks so beautifully  

at home. A locally quarried product will always look better than stone brought from 

a distance.

Linville Blend also looks like the structure’s primary building material, not like the 

veneer it is.

“It’s a wonderful, heavy stone, 6 to 8 inches thick, so it looks very convincing,” 

Daugherty smiles with satisfaction.
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STATS

Built: 2013

Location: 
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Carolina
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Built: 2013

Location: 
Western North 

Carolina

Square feet: 
2,400

Bedrooms: 3

Baths: 2

ABOVE: A small latticed door leads into 

what the architect and homeowners 

call a bonus room below the porch. The 

trim color was chosen to compliment 

the varied hues of the stone.

BELOW: The creekside location deter-

mined a cottage that is long and nar-

row. The mountain stream never dries 

up; today, its music is an ever-present 

background for happy family times.

OPPOSITE: The screen porch, accessed 

from the great room via a Dutch door, 

is an extension of the indoor living 

space and houses family meals until it 

gets too cold to sit outside.

 MAIN LEVEL
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 LOWER LEVEL
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to BelowLoft

Storage
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Crawl Space

Utility

Entry

Storage

Living Area

Porch

BedroomBedroom
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SWEDISH KIBBIN 
STYLE

INTERIOR DESIGNER KATHLEEN WALLACE of Boone, N.C., combined 

the rustic sensibility of a cabin with that of a light-and-airy Swedish home 

when she worked with cabin owners Larry and Dana to develop the décor 

for the Kibbin’s interior.

“I knew that he thought of it as a very rustic, simple place, while she 

wanted to pay tribute to her Swedish heritage,” Wallace says. “I tried my 

best to marry those two visions.”

She let the wood ceiling and walls and the great stone fireplace speak 

of the cabin identity; to celebrate traditional Swedish design, she commis-

sioned a custom wood dining trestle table with sawn, curvaceous legs and 

a coat of white paint. Natural fiber textiles with geometric patterns also 

refer to Sweden. 

“For the pillows and for a quilt we hung from the loft, I chose red 

because the cabin owners and their family gather here for the holidays,” 

Wallace explains. “It is also a very traditional Swedish color.” 

Dana is especially fond of a series of framed Swedish botanicals that 

line the great room wall. “They depict plants that grow both in Sweden 

and here in North Carolina,” she smiles.  CL

RESOURCES Architect: Interior Design: Kathy Wallace, (828) 963-
Stone: Wrought-iron chandeliers, fireplace screens and fireplace utensils: 

Lighting: Margie Huggard, margoshome.com
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This is your annual, comprehensive guide to 

planning, fi nancing, building, designing and 

maintaining a cabin, cottage, camp or lake home. 

There’s even information about preserving historic 

cabins, and the phenomenon of “She Sheds.” 
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to help you enjoy your time at the cabin, having 

fun with family and friends – from boating to 

hiking to enjoying paddlesports to grilling!
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Q Is it possible in today’s financial cli-

mate to borrow money to rebuild or 

remodel a cabin? 

A In 2008, the United States was hob-

bled by a financial crisis widely seen 

as caused by loose lending in residential 

mortgages. Seven years later, banks, in 

part due to regulation reform that came 

as a response, have tightened the require-

ments would-be homeowners must meet 

to qualify for mortgages. What does that 

mean for anyone interested in seeking fi-

nancing for a second home or for a signifi-

cant remodel of a cabin or cottage?

Financing a second home has always 

been a bit more difficult than getting a 

mortgage for a primary residence. And 

cabins, which don’t always meet current 

building codes or are only habitable three 

seasons of the year, face particular obsta-

cles when it comes to financing, our ex-

perts say. While Americans can often lock 

in interest rates for residential home loans, 

that’s generally more difficult to achieve 

with secondary homes.

“Financing a second home is going to 

be more difficult, and the more unique 

and rustic the property, the tougher the fi-

nancing is going to be,” says Greg McBride, 

chief financial analyst with consumer fi-

nancial services company Bankrate. 

“At the very least there will be a higher 

down payment and likely a higher inter-

est rate” says McBride. “The reason for 

that is because when times get tough, 

people will make the effort to pay a mort-

gage on their primary home, but not nec-

essarily on their second home. Factoring 

in the uniqueness of a cabin is only going 

to exacerbate that.”

While it was too easy a few years ago 

to obtain a mortgage, it subsequently 

became much more difficult. That pen-

dulum at the moment is closer to a more 

reasonable middle, he adds.

“That is, for principal residences, it’s 

largely in the middle,” he says. “For second 

properties, it’s just a little more restrictive 

because the appetite for risk is not there.”

Tom Koerber, senior vice president 

of Northview Bank in Finlayson, Minn., 

agrees. He says that it helps to find a 

lender who understands the area where a 

cabin resides.

“Mortgage companies do a fairly good 

job financing straightforward properties,” 

PLANNING Q&A
BY DAPHNE HOWLAND

Borrowing Money 
to Rebuild or Remodel

just the   
facts

Cabin Living readers who have cabins: 

57% have maintenance projects 
planned

17% plan to add-on to their 
cabins, cottages or camps

78% are very interested in  
dècor tips

61% are very interested in  
DIY projects

23% have renovation  
projects planned

72% want to see landscaping 
project info

65% want info on exterior 
maintenance

Koerber says. “The problem is that a lot of 

properties along the lakes or in northern 

Minnesota, for example, are a little more 

unique. That’s when it’s important to find 

a lender who knows the area and maybe 

specializes in mortgage financing.”

Northview Bank, for example, is fa-

miliar with how common fishing or hunt-

ing cabins are in parts of Minnesota, Wis-

consin, Iowa, and the Dakotas. But even 

lenders aware of comparable cabins in an 

area might need to charge a higher inter-

est rate because they aren’t able to get the 

most advantageous rates themselves on 

those properties.

“Maybe a house doesn’t have a sewer 

in it; we can finance that,” Koerber says. 

“Log cabins sometimes can be a little 

more difficult to finance. You must do 

an appraisal — banks are supposed to 

use comparable sales, and for log cab-

ins that can be, for some lenders, a little 

tougher piece to work with. We work 

with enough of them — we’ve kind of 

specialized in that also.”

In addition to finding a lender who 

understands the area and the status of 

the cabin, ask yourself key questions 

about why — and even whether — you 

want to take on debt for that second resi-

dence, says Pam Dumonceau, president 

of Consistent Values Inc. in Greenwood 

Village, Colo.

“As a financial planner my first goal is 

to make sure that a client’s biggest finan-

cial goals are on track to be met — maybe 

not already met, but on track,” she says. 

“People oftentimes want a second home 

because they want to make memories with 

their kids and grandkids. They want to 

spend time in those places of beauty where 

that second home is.”

That often means that buyers inter-

ested in buying or significantly remod-

eling a cabin don’t factor in other costs, 

experts say.

“They don’t think about how they have 

to maintain it, and winterize it, or the fi-

nancial upkeep,” Dumonceau says. “The 

second home is a sentimental property 

that has a lot of emotional impetus. That’s 

totally okay as long as people are empow-

ered to understand the decisions they have 

to make.” CL



The question is a financial as well as an 

emotional one. In addition to the idiosyn-

crasies of a cabin and its location, banks will 

be interested in the appraised value after a 

remodel, says Tom Coronato, a construction 

loan specialist at Citizens Bank in New Jersey. 

That means doing your homework about 

what the cabin requires and what it will be 

worth in the end compared to nearby homes.

As you explore your options — whether 

you’re looking to buy a fixer-upper or a cabin 

that’s ready to go, or to buy land and build 

from scratch — it pays to find a lender famil-

iar with the area.

“If someone finds a seasonal cabin, 

maybe one they currently own or want to 

buy, and they like the location, but maybe it 

needs an extra bedroom or they need to fix a 

central heating issue, we will do a combina-

tion purchase and construction loan,” says 

Tom Koerber, senior vice president of North-

view Bank in Finlayson, Minn. “Say you buy 

it in June, you have contractors come in July, 

August and September to fix it up.”

An initial construction loan may be more 

expensive or will have an adjustable rate 

mortgage, but a final loan can be had once 

work is complete. Coronato suggests going 

to a local builders’ association, which can 

refer reputable builders who will give true 

estimates of what a cabin needs to be consid-

ered a three-season or four-season dwell-

ing. That will help determine the financing 

required for the job and let the bank know 

how much the final product is worth.

“The ones that are tough are emotional,” 

he says. “Home buying is 90% emotional, 

but you have to take the emotion out of it to 

really get the facts. As a lender, how close can 

I get to the after-improved value, that future 

value that we can determine today?”

– Daphne Howland

Buy a turnkey dream cabin or 
take a chance on a fixer-upper?

P
h
o
to

 b
y 

R
o
g
e
r 

W
a
d
e

CHOOSING 
A BUILDER
TIPS FROM AN EXPERT

When you buy a cabin package, 

a builder usually does not come 

with it. Mike Zangardi, director of 

business development for Ritz-Craft 

Corporation, offers these tips for 

picking a builder:

A good local builder within a 

reasonable distance of the proj-

ect site is always the best choice.  

Ask for license and insurance 

info, as you should when hiring 

any contractor. 

A good builder will usually 

have references from previous 

customers, so go to see those 

previously built cabins and talk 

to the homeowners about  

their experience. 

Be sure you get a clear un-

derstanding of a reasonable 

timeline for construction and 

discuss in advance any variables 

such as bad weather that can 

delay construction. 

Ask lots of questions and if 

you don’t feel comfortable 

with the builder’s answers, 

shop elsewhere. Communica-

tion throughout the process of 

buying and building is the most 

important aspect of the builder-

customer relationship.

This is the Russell Cabin, part of a development called Kootenai Lodge 

Estates, Mont., that was founded at the turn of the century as a summer 

getaway spot. The Russell Cabin is one of the original cabins, which has 

been meticulously restored and renovated. Today, it is a private retreat. 

This photo is of the back porch and patio, looking out over the Swan River. 
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“C
abin” and “cozy” are two 

words so commonly in-

tertwined that they fre-

quently appear togeth-

er, as in, “a cozy lakeside cabin.” Yet even 

within a cabin, we might seek the cozy 

confines of a window seat, a breakfast 

nook or a place to sleep under the eaves. 

Cabins are also associated with lofts, 

those cozy attic garrets where we sneak 

away for a rainy day nap or star gazing. 

I’m neither a psychologist nor an 

anthropologist, but my cabinologist hy-

pothesis is that a cozy cabin with nooks 

and niches is connected to the primitive 

human need for prospect and refuge. As 

a child growing up on a prairie farm, I 

was exhilarated by the prospect of a sum-

mer storm. I would race to the screen 

porch, throw an old army blanket over 

a card table, and peer out, awaiting bolts 

of lightning and crashing thunder. Those 

snug little places in cabins are our refuge 

from a big, complex and fast-moving 

world far beyond the beauty of nature we 

see out the window. 

Window seat 
Recently I was interviewing new clients 

for their cabin wish list, and the husband 

Niches & Nooks
Make the most of your space  BY DALE MULFINGER

1.  WINDOW SEAT: Raptor Ridge project,  

architects Bryan Anderson & Eric Odor,  

photo by Dan Nordstrom. 

2.  BUILT-IN BED: Erstling-Martin project,  

architect Dale Mulfinger, photo by Don Wong. 

3.  BUILT-IN BED WITH STORAGE CUBBIES: Trout  

Fishing Cabin project, architect Dale Mulfinger, 

with Abbie Seba, photographer Troy Thies. 

4.  SLEEPING IN THE ROOF: Erstling-Martin project, 

architect Dale Mulfinger, photo by Don Wong. 

5.  BREAKFAST NOOK: Causey project, architect 

Joseph G. Metzler, photo by Christian Korab. 

6.  LOFT PLUS BUILT-IN BENCH: Pura Vida  

project, architect Dale Mulfinger, with  

Marcy Townsend, photo by Troy Thies.

cabinology 101DESIGNING

1

2
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TO LOFT 

TO LOFT
Lofting a cabin space is not 

free, but it may be more eco-

nomical than making a cabin 

bigger in order to increase 

sleeping capacity. In addition, a 

higher ceiling is achieved in liv-

ing and/or dining spaces. If you 

were already seeking a moder-

ate to steep roof slope, then 

the added costs are in a modi-

fied roof structure, increased 

insulation, finish materials, 

gable windows and a stair.

While ladder access may 

seem like an inexpensive  

and space-saving solution 

compared to stairs, ladders 

are only adequate for rarely 

used or tiny lofts. Ladders can 

be dangerous for you and 

your guests, especially when 

it comes to maneuvering with 

luggage and linens.

Instead? An alternating 

tread stair is a space-saving 

alternative if local codes allow. 

3

4 5

6



Find everything you need to build your 
dream wood home — all under one roof!

Meet with the industry’s foremost log and timber home producers. See first-hand how various building systems are constructed.

BECOME A KNOW-IT-ALL!
Attend our Log & Timber University for detailed, step-by-step instructions  

on budgeting, planning and building your dream home. 

The course is $119 per couple or $85 per person, which includes the Course Guide, 
a comprehensive textbook to guide you through the entire homebuilding process; 
Annual Buyer’s Guide; continental breakfast or snacks; plus FREE Lifetime Alumni 
Pass to the Log & Timber Home Shows.

Visit www.LogHome.com/shows or call 800-826-3893 
for current locations, times & special offers.

Schedules subject to change without notice. Check web site for most accurate and up-to-date information.

loghome.com/university

KNOXVILLE, TN  
January 8-10, 2016

COLUMBUS, OH 
January 29-31, 2016

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 
February 19-20, 2016

SYRACUSE, NY 
February 26-28, 2016

ATLANTA, GA 
March 4-5, 2016

DALLAS, TX  
MARCH 18-19, 2016

MINNEAPOLIS, MN 
April 1-2, 2016

HARRISBURG, PA 
April 8-10, 2016

LOUISVILLE, KY 
April 15-17, 2016

LAKE GEORGE, NY 
May 13-15, 2016

KNOXVILLE, TN  
January 8 or 9, 2016

COLUMBUS, OH 
January 29 or 30, 2016

OKLAHOMA CITY, 
OK 
February 19 or 20, 2016

SYRACUSE, NY 
February 26 or 27, 2016

ATLANTA, GA 
March 4 or 5, 2016

DALLAS, TX  
MARCH 18 or 19, 2016

MINNEAPOLIS, MN 
April 1 or 2, 2016

HARRISBURG, PA 
April 8 or 9, 2016

LOUISVILLE, KY 
April 15 or 16, 2016

LAKE GEORGE, NY 
May 13 or 14, 2016
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concluded with, “and our daughter wants 

a cozy window seat for reading books.” 

Window seats can be created in various 

sizes, but they should always be big enough 

to curl up on with your feet off the floor. 

I prefer them large enough to sleep on as 

overflow hosting space, and I’ve even de-

signed some with queen-size mattresses 

capable of sleeping a couple.  

These window-seat sleeping spaces 

are best positioned adjacent to a window 

that’s low enough to see out of and oper-

able for fresh air to flow and to hear the 

sound of loon calls. Be sure to furnish 

them with a variety of pillows so you 

can find just the right one for your lap 

or nap. 

Breakfast nook 
Built-in seating around a table is both a 

cozy place for assembling a jigsaw puzzle 

and for wolfing down grandpa’s pancakes. 

They are great ways to save space and can 

be created with benches on one, two, or 

even three sides. Keep in mind, however, 

that the more sides, the more difficult it is 

to slide in place. 

Nooks are usually positioned near 

windows, which are often located above 

the seat backs. The bench seats and backs 

can borrow their dimensions from a com-

fortable kitchen chair with a moderately 

sloping back. If you are adding cushions, 

it’s best to adjust the seat and back dimen-

sions accordingly. 

Lo�s or sleeping spaces 
under the eaves 
Sleeping under the eaves is akin to sleeping 

in a tent with a roof snug overhead. Lofts 

are ideal for this. The same thing can be 

accomplished by adding a niche or dormer 

and extending a roof over it. If adults are to 

use the loft, it’s best to provide a height of at 

least 7 feet for some of the space and knee 

walls of 3-4 feet.  

Tiny garrets for children can also 

be designed in space under stairs or 

eaves.  These areas should have some ac-

cess to fresh air, but be forewarned that 

an adult will usually be called upon to 

clean the space. 

Built-in beds 
I first encountered charming built-in beds 

when I was researching the cabins de-

signed by Edwin Lundie. He took some of 

his ideas from Carl Larsson who had re-

corded his own Swedish home in beautiful 

graphics. 

Built-in beds were originally created 

as a means to retain nighttime heat in 

a small space; some even had doors or 

drapery for enclosure. I prefer to design 

these built-ins on a wall with a small op-

erable window to let in the morning light 

and a waft of fresh air. CL

Cabinologist Dale  
Mulfinger regularly 
designs cabins with 
Minnesota-based SALA 
Architects, teaches cabin 
classes and gives talks on 

cabin design across North America. He 
has authored five cabin-centric books.

CONCRETE 
LOG SIDINGS!

REALLY!

NO MAINTENANCE!

Board and Batten

Hand-Hewn 12”

Shiplap in 12” and 8” widths

• Easy Installation

• Internally Reinforced

• Fire Resistant

• Water Resistant

• No Insects

• No Rodents

• Limited Lifetime Warranty

TM

BETTER
       THAN

Better Than Logs Inc  •  Drummond, MT  •  406-288-3146

info@betterthanlogs.com  •  www.betterthanlogs.com



50  Cabin Living  | Ultimate Resource Guide 2016

LE
FT

: 
P
h
o
to

 c
o
u
rt

e
sy

 R
it
z-

C
ra

ft
 C

o
rp

o
ra

ti
o
n
; 
 

R
IG

H
T:

  
P
h
o
to

 c
o
u
rt

e
sy

 K
a
ta

h
d
in

 C
e
d
a
r 

Lo
g
 H

o
m

e
sF

or many of us, the phrase 

“package deal” evokes happy 

thoughts. Whether you’re 

planning a dream vacation or 

simply hoping to bundle your TV, phone, 

and Internet services, an all-inclusive 

package that consolidates everything you 

need is hard to pass up.

Today’s cabins often come in pack-

ages, too: Home kits can be purchased as 

all-inclusive, turn-key packages that in-

clude everything from the front door to 

the bathroom sink, plus all the walls and 

building elements in between. Of course, 

basic, shell-only packages are also avail-

able, so determining what kit is right for 

you takes a bit of homework. 

“A home is a very personal thing,” 

says Ehren Graf, home and design 

consultant/manager at Wisconsin Log 

Homes. “Take the time to educate your-

self as to what you are getting and what 

is being presented to you.”

Types of packages 
Before you begin shopping, you need to 

understand a few things about packages. 

In simple terms, a home package is a col-

lection of building materials that are com-

bined for consumers. The materials range 

from just enough items to build the basic 

shell of a home, to every interior detail 

needed to finish it. Here’s a rundown of 

the most popular package types:

Basic, walls only: Popular with do-it-

yourselfers, it contains just the mate-

rials needed to erect the cabin’s walls: 

panelized walls, logs (precut or ran-

dom-length), sealants and fasteners. 

SHOP SMART Here’s what you 
need to know 
about buying a log, 
timber or cabin 
home package  
BY STACY DURR ALBERT

BUILDING
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Note: This package is the cheapest up-

front, but may end up costing more 

later on once you add roofing and 

other materials. 

Weathertight/structural shell: The 

next level takes the basic package and 

adds materials you need to protect 

your home from the elements, such as 

exterior doors, windows and materials 

for the roofing system. Some compa-

nies may also include porch railings, 

stairs and floor systems.

Complete package: The definition 

of complete varies by company, but it 

generally includes most of the materi-

als you need (inside and out) to finish 

the home. Some companies may also 

offer turn-key packages that literally 

include every last detail you need to 

move in (from appliances to window 

treatments). 

Comparison shopping
Shopping for a home isn’t like purchasing 

a car or dishwasher – too many variables 

make it difficult to compare one package 

to the next, especially when companies la-

bel their packages differently.

“Not all packages are created equal,” 

warns Gabe Gordon, director of market-

ing for Katahdin Cedar Log Homes. “You 

need to ignore package prices at first and 

really focus on what’s included in the 

package. Every producer’s package will be 

different, so you need to understand what 

you are buying before you can ever start to 

compare prices.” 

Some sample questions to ask as you 

look at a materials list include: What brand 

of windows and doors are included? Are 

the logs or timbers precut? Are the interior 

doors hollow core or solid? What species of 

wood will be used? What type of roofing 

system is included? What about insulation?

If you’re considering a modular build-

ing system, Mike Zangardi, director of 

business development for Ritz-Craft Cor-

poration, recommends: “Consider three 

important factors for your special site: well 

thought-out design elements specific to the 

prevailing styles and regional character-

istics, a manufacturer with a high regard 

for quality materials and energy-efficiency 

features and a qualified and experienced 

builder to manage the many variables of 

the site constructed portions of the job.”

Comparing home packages can be like 

comparing apples to oranges. Request a 

detailed listing to help you do a line-by-

line, item-by-item comparison. Know 

what you want ahead of time in terms of 

square footage, layout and quality.

To get a true comparison, request a 

quote and detailed material list for the ex-

act same plan from several different pro-

ducers, Gordon says. “If the list includes 

vague items, send it back and demand 

more detail.”

Total cost
Many first-time buyers make the same 

mistake when they look at the price of a 

cabin package: they assume it’s the final, 

total cost. “The price of a package does not 

directly correlate to the price of the com-

pleted home,” Gordon explains. “There 

are four major areas of cost to focus on: 

what’s included, what’s not included, how 

much it will cost to build, and how much 

it will cost to operate and maintain once 

it’s finished.” 

Years ago, log home producers said you 

could estimate the finished price of a log 

home by multiplying the package price by 

three. This formula is now outdated. “To-

day, materials packages vary so much that 

an industry-wide multiplier cannot be 

used,” Gordon says. “The only true way to 

get an accurate estimate on the finish price 

is to put a detailed set of plans in front of 

your builder.”

When estimating final costs, re-

member that a number of factors must 

be considered. “There are three main is-

sues to consider that affect pricing,” says 

Joe Folker, owner of Timberhaven Log 

Homes. “Quantity, quality and services all 

play a part. You can purchase as much or 

as little from a home manufacturer as you 

want, but just remember that all the ma-

terials for your project must eventually be 

purchased from somewhere.” 

Saving money
So, are there ways you can save money 

when buying a cabin package? Yes, and 

no. It depends on what you are looking for, 

and whether you have the resources to do 

some of the work yourself or if you plan to 

leave it entirely to the professionals. 

Cottage or cabin dreamers with a bud-

get may want to consider a modular build-

ing system for its cost effectiveness com-

pared to site-built construction. “Remote 

FACING PAGE: Adobe Homes in Asheville, 

N.C., built this cabin for its customers using a 

modular package from Ritz-Craft. The 3-bed-

room, 2.5-bath cabin has 1,735 square feet of 

living space on the first level and 988 on the 

upper level. A site-built porch takes advan-

tage of sprawling views.

ABOVE: This is the Sebec model from Katah-

din Cedar Log Homes. This 1,500-square-foot, 

1.5-level cabin features 3 bedrooms, 2 bath-

rooms. The steeply pitched roofs allow cathe-

dral ceilings that feel air and large. A balcony 

overlooks the family room and dining room.
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locations typically drive the cost of labor 

up, so modules with a high percentage of 

the labor completed off-site can dramati-

cally reduce the final cost of the home,” 

Zangardi explains. “Modular plans come 

in all sizes from modest to elaborate so buy-

ers in all price ranges should have a great 

many choices to fit their personal needs.”

Regardless of the type of construction, 

one thing to consider is design. “The more 

simplistic the design, the less it will cost to 

build,” Gordon explains. Complex roofli-

nes, added corners and bump-outs will all 

raise the cost of construction. 

Another area to look into is the grade 

of the wood. “Sometimes a manufacturer 

will offer ‘cabin-grade’ logs and timbers 

available at a reduced cost,” Folker says. 

“They may not meet with the strict visual 

standards used for first-quality logs, but 

they are structurally sound and graded 

materials with some visual defects that are 

often used to build a cabin, seasonal get-

away or a more rustic home.” 

If you have building experience and 

a passion for do-it-yourself projects, a 

“shell-only” package may save you money, 

SO WHAT’S 
NOT 

INCLUDED?
While companies often label their 

packages as “all-inclusive,” there 

are still some items that might not 

be included in the overall price:

- Foundation

- Mechanical systems (electric, 
   plumbing, heating, cooling)

- Cost of the land

- Cabinetry

- Plumbing fixtures

- Appliances

- Countertops

- Hardware

- Delivery fees

- Labor

- Light fixtures

- Floor covering

- Masonry

- Chimneys and fireplaces

- Gutters

- Cost to install septic systems

Mill Direct Pricing of Quality Logs 
and Log Components for:

Developers | Manufacturers | Contractors | Owner/Builders

MIDWEST WHOLESALE LOG SUPPLY, INC.

We are dedicated to providing the highest quality products and services.

Visit our website to see our prices, maintenance 

products, specialty pine products, and much more...

www.mwlsi.com

(573) 374-2424

One of the largest, most distinctive collections of 

“Vintage Style” oil & electric lanterns and 

lamps! Our historically correct lighting is sure 

to add a rustic fl avor to any decor. Choose from 

a large selection of styles, colors and fi nishes.

US/Canada  

800-405-5190

International  

770-866-5857
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since you’ll mainly be paying for materi-

als. Nevertheless, be aware of deals that 

sound too good to be true. 

“Searching for a deal is where people 

usually go wrong,” Gordon warns. “There 

will always be a 50 percent off sale, or a 

free garage available, but 90 percent of 

those costs are just baked into the price. 

The best way to save money is to do your 

research, have a crystal clear understand-

ing of what you are buying, and make 

sure to do a line-by-line, apples-to-apples 

comparison. The materials included in a 

package can vary significantly from com-

pany to company, as can the quality and 

quantity of those materials. Some of the 

least expensive packages can produce the 

most expensive finished homes.” 

Also remember that cheaper isn’t al-

ways better. “ ‘You get what you pay for’ 

couldn’t be more applicable than it is to 

homes and construction,” Graf says. The 

least expensive products rarely outper-

form a quality, well-built item, he says,

so why would you skimp on what’s 

likely the largest and most important in-

vestment in your lifetime?

Ge�ing your package built
Before you select a package, ask the pack-

age provider if it has a list of recom-

mended builders in your area. Ritz-Craft, 

for instance, sells its products to licensed 

builders who have applied to become ap-

proved, independent re-sellers. Nonethe-

less, Zangardi cautions, “Although we 

maintain close contact with our active 

distributors, we always advise cabin buy-

ers to do their homework on a local level 

to be sure that their personal expecta-

tions of quality and service can be met by 

their selected builder.”  For more info, see 

“Choosing a Builder,” p. 45.

Making the right choice
There’s no easy answer when it comes to 

selecting the package and company that 

are right for you, but following a few basic 

guidelines will steer you in the right di-

rection. The best thing you can do is ask 

questions – lots of them. Find out about 

the services a company offers, such as 

design, delivery and technical assistance. 

Ask for specific details about the products 

as well as the logistics of delivery. Is on-

site assistance available? Are the materials 

delivered all at once, or as-needed? What 

type of machinery might be needed?

“Many things can be assumed if the 

proper questions are not asked,” Graf says. 

“Spend time researching, and choose the 

company that best aligns with the goals 

for your project. What is great for one cli-

ent might not make sense for another.” 

A great resource for consumers is the 

National Association of Home Builders, 

nahbclassic.org. Within that site you will 

find the Building Systems Councils – Mod-

ular, Panelized, Log & Timber and more. 

If you do your homework, you’re sure 

to end up with the cabin of your dreams, 

bundled up into a tidy package that in-

cludes all of the features that are most im-

portant to you. CL

Stacy Durr Albert is a former magazine 

editor who has been writing about inte-

rior design for the past two decades. She 

and her family live in one of Long Island’s 

very few log homes. 

THE 
NO-SHOP 
OPTION

If the thought of comparing cabin 

packages is less than appealing, 

you can take a different route 

altogether: the “No-Shop” option. 

What exactly does this entail? A 

few simple steps: 

1 Visit your lender to find out 

your spending limit. 

2 Choose a home or cabin 

producer you like. 

3 Show the producer/company 

your budget and let them 

show you a floor plan and product 

that will make the most of your 

money. You’ll find that many com-

panies already offer a “No-Shop” 

option that includes nearly all of 

the materials you’ll need to create 

your dream home or cabin.
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RENOVATING

B
ulldozing an old cabin to make 

way for a new one is a fairly 

common practice. Bucking that 

trend, three pros share their se-

crets for preserving old cabins while blending 

new with old. 

Case Study 1: Summer camp
Who says summer camp is just for kids?  They 

may not go in for archery, but one young-at-

heart Atlanta couple hit the bull’s eye in 2009. 

That year, Don and Sue (not their real names; 

the duo prefer to be anonymous) discovered 

a former overnight camp in North Carolina’s 

Blue Ridge Mountains. The 150-acre grounds 

offered solitude, scenic views, and cool breezes. 

But the property had lain abandoned for 

decades after the camp closed. Several major 

buildings and 40-odd cabins stood derelict, 

overtaken by weeds and wild critters. The 

IN THE NAME OF 
PRESERVATION
3 Ways to rehab – not rebuild – that old cabin  BY FRAN SIGURDSSON
A
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SUMMER CAMP

Factoid
The dogtrot, also known as a 

breezeway house, dog-run, or 

possum-trot, was a style com-

mon throughout the Southeast-

ern United States during the 

19th and early 20th centuries. 

Some theories place its origins 

in the southern Appalachian 

Mountains. – Wikipedia
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In this project, the original two cabins were 

made into a living room and a bedroom.  A 

new addition at the rear features a kitchen, 

bath, mudroom, and laundry with stackable 

washer and dryer. The dogtrot was rebuilt to 

be more transparent with door and windows.  

Half of it features exposed handhewn logs; 

the other half is sided with chestnut paneling.
were disassembled and brought to the site 

in the 1920s when the camp was founded. 

“That’s pretty common for pioneer log 

cabins in this area,” notes McPherson. 

“Old notches indicate where roof rafters 

used to be.” A breezeway joined the cab-

ins under a common roof. 

The setting was idyllic, alongside a bab-

bling creek. However, the cabin itself was 

literally rotting in the ground. Built a foot 

too low, dirt and rain played havoc with the 

fl ooring. Wilson Construction, a Fairview, 

N.C., company experienced in restoring 

old cabins, came to the rescue. The cabin 

was jacked up, and the foundation relaid 

with the original stone. Original framing 

was reinforced for safety. “We were able to 

maintain the integrity of the original shell, 

but upgrade to something comfortable 

year-round,” notes McPherson.

couple, however, saw past the disrepair. 

Instead, they pictured a relaxing family 

gathering place. They also wanted to pre-

serve what had been a local landmark. 

Both had experience rehabbing old 

buildings, including their primary resi-

dence in a historic district of Atlanta. For 

this project, they turned to Samsel Archi-

tects in nearby Asheville. The fi rm is noted 

for historic preservation and green design. 

Samsel principal Duncan McPherson, 

AIA, helped the couple assess fi ve or six 

buildings for their personal cabin. 

They chose a dogtrot style that once 

served as the camp offi ce. “Originally, it 

was two small cabins on land three miles 

from here,” explains Don. The cabins 

“The biggest problem with any log home 

isn’t insulation. It’s air infi ltration,” notes 

restoration expert Mark D. Johnson. 

“Handhewn logs vary in thickness, and 

gaps vary, from none up to four inches.” 

Some tips from Johnson:

1.  Take advantage of the latest technol-

ogy in preservatives, sealants and 

chinking.

2. Install the best windows that you can 

afford.

3.  SIPs (structural insulated panels) are 

one of the most airtight building sys-

tems available. The panels consist of 

an insulating foam core sandwiched 

between oriented strand board (OSB). 

Using an SIP panel roof and spray 

foam insulation will make your cabin 

as energy effi cient as possible. 

Check out these tips from Duncan 

McPherson, AIA, Samsel Architects, 

Asheville, N.C.:

1.  Employ local materials and craftspeo-

ple to strengthen the cabin’s connec-

tion to the area. 

2.  Salvage and reuse what you can from 

the property or existing structures.

3.  Repair, rather than replace, what’s 

historical. When you’re blending new 

with old, don’t try to pretend it’s all 

original. New additions should be 

compatible, but different so you can 

see how the building evolved. 

4.  Conceal modern elements like heat-

ing, electrical, and plumbing systems. 

And here are some tips from historic 

preservationist, Michael Sullivan, 

Artifacts Consulting, Tacoma, Wash.:    

1.  Keep a scrapbook with any docu-

ments you fi nd. Take photos and list 

the elements in the building that are 

the most valuable to you. 

2.  Before you go out and buy materi-

als, explore the property. Basements, 

attics, garages, barns, and sheds may 

be a treasure trove of supplies. The 

Sullivans found a cache of unused 

hinges, locksets, and other period 

hardware, still in original boxes! 

3.  Reuse. Sullivan recycled scrap lumber 

he found at the cabin to make furni-

ture and shelving.

RESTORATION TIPS

BEFORE

The Mighty 
Chestnut 
Chestnut was the wood of choice in pi-

oneer days. Straight-grained, light, and 

rot resistant, it was ideal for building 

cabins and barns, as well as furniture. 

Back then, American chestnut trees 

towered over the eastern U.S., reaching 

heights of 100 feet and 14 feet in girth. 

Until that is, a blight decimated the 

species in the early 1900s. 

The American Chestnut Foundation 

in Asheville is attempting to restore the 

tree species to the eastern woodlands. 

It seems fi tting that the cabin owners 

agreed to have chestnut trees planted 

on their property to test new blight-

resistant strains. 

RESOURCES: artisanrestorationmn.com, samselarchitects.com, artifacts-inc.com. 
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Case Study 2: Log Cabin 2.0
As a boy, Mark D. Johnson (no rela-

tion to CL editor Mark R. Johnson) 

recalls straightening old nails for his 

grandfather to reuse. Sophus Johnson 

always had a project going on his farm 

outside Green Bay, Wis. Probably the 

most ambitious one involved salvag-

ing an old barn and annexing it to the 

original hand-hewn one on the prop-

erty. Some of that ingenuity obviously 

rubbed off on the younger Johnson. In 

1975, he transformed a hewn timber 

granary into his first home. It’s now 

the office of his Kasota, Minnesota-

based company, Artisan Restoration. 

Over the years, Johnson has restored 

about 100 log cabins and timber-

frame barns throughout the Midwest. 

That includes everything from repair-

ing individual logs to disassembling 

and moving whole structures. He 

typically restores 6 or so cabins a year 

– the older, the better. 

So when Waseca, Minn., farmer 

Larry Hagen contacted Artisan in 2015 

about restoring a 150-year-old log cab-

in his grandfather built, Johnson was 

up for the challenge. And that it was. 

The cabin’s roof had collapsed, and all 

Johnson had to go on was an old photo 

and Hagen’s memory. “We figured out 

four windows in the main level, two 

upstairs,” Johnson says. 

Just six logs from the original cabin 

could be reused. The rest of the logs 

and wood for the interior were sal-

vaged from different locations in Min-

nesota and Wisconsin. The 14x16-foot 

log cabin was assembled at Artisan, 

then moved to Hagen’s farm. 

Case Study 3: 
Vintage Lake Samish cabin
If you pay attention, restoring an old cabin 

can reveal a lot about the previous own-

ers. Sometimes the clues are in plain sight: 

a lost checker that rolled into a corner, 

say, or a dusty stack of magazines. And 

sometimes, they’re hidden. “I like to pic-

ture them [the former occupants] playing 

games or reading around the fire,” Mi-

chael Sullivan muses about his retreat on 

Lake Samish in Washington. 

A historic preservationist, Sullivan 

is skilled at bringing the past to life. His 

Tacoma firm, Artifacts Consulting, assists 

with the rehab of historic structures – ev-

erything from heritage barns to Heming-

way’s Sun Valley house to commercial 

buildings. 

In 2005, he and wife Linda bought a 

two-story, 800-square-foot cabin for their 

weekend getaway. Two hours from home 

and 10 miles south of Bellingham, Samish 

is close enough to that city to have the Inter-

net, notes Sullivan, but not so close to have 

traffic. Foothills of the Cascade Mountains 

ring the recreational lake.  

Built in the 1940s, the cabin was drafty 

and in sore need of repair. The couple’s 

intent was to keep what they could, while 

adding modern building systems and liv-

ing space in a green, sustainable way. Stay-

ing within the existing footprint to pro-

tect the spring-fed lake was a priority. Like 

other cabin owners around Samish, the 

Sullivans pump water from the lake and 

tie into the sewer system. 

Built into a hillside with a daylight 

basement, the cabin’s framing would not 

support additional square footage. “The 

design solution was to build a timber-

frame exoskeleton,” says Sullivan. Bob 

Ross, AIA, of Ross Architecture North-

west in Anacortes, Wa., prepared the con-

struction documents. Bellingham Bay 

Builders in Bellingham erected the timber 

frame from hefty, salvaged beams. The 

timber framework allowed the couple to 

add a third-story master suite, bringing 

the total area to 1250 square feet. 

All original building materials were re-

used wherever possible. “We didn’t want 

to lose the patina and rustic quality,” says 

Sullivan. When he removed interior panel-

ing to add insulation to the walls, Sullivan 

was surprised to see old packing crates with 

mailing labels used as sheathing. “The pan-

eling gave us names,” says Sullivan. “We 

know a little bit about the family who pad-

dled around the lake in the 1950s.”  

Building techniques may have changed 

since then, but R&R at the cabin is basi-

cally the same. The favorite pastimes of 

this cabin’s current owners? Swimming, 

sailing, and paddling around the 4-mile-

long lake. CL

 “I can’t think of any other building project 

that allows you to conserve energy, save resources, 

                  and preserve history, all in one shot.”

Most of us use those terms interchangeably. Technically 

speaking, though, they mean different things. Accord-

ing to the National Park Service (NPS): 

focuses on the maintenance and repair 

of existing historic materials and retention of a prop-

erty’s form as it has evolved over time. 

 acknowledges the need to alter or 

add to a historic property to meet continuing or chang-

ing uses while retaining the property’s historic character. 

 depicts a property at a particular period 

of time in its history, while removing evidence of other 

periods. 

The NPS maintains standards for the different ap-

proaches to treating historic properties. For guidelines 

on fixing up an old cabin, check out nps.gov/tps/ 

standards/four-treatments.htm.   

RESTORE 

PRESERVE 

REHAB
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The Sullivan cabin, built in the early 1940s, is the oldest on the west side of 

Lake Samish, Wash. Instead of enlarging the cabin’s footprint to create more 

living space, the Sullivans opted to add a top fl oor, supported by timber 

framework built from salvaged Douglas fi r beams.  A new metal roof was put 

in place before the original one was removed. The result  is an amalgam of an 

old cabin and modern timber frame.

BEFORE

The original 14x16-foot cabin, built by Larry Hagen’s grandfather, can be seen 

behind the farmhouse in the old photo. Note the majestic American chest-

nut tree in the yard.  Over the years, the cabin was used as a guest house, 

summer kitchen and hog house (yes, that).  Today, Hagen plans to use the 

restored cabin as a guest house. During the restoration project, six logs were 

salvaged from the original cabin, plus reclaimed logs and barn wood from 

four different sites in Minnesota and Wisconsin were incorporated.

BEFORE

LOG CABIN 2.0

VINTAGE LAKE SAMISH CABIN
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ids build forts in the 

woods or make tents of 

sofa pillows. Grown-up 

guys carve out man 

caves with beer taps and wide-

screens. For women, the escape of 

choice has become the “she shed.” 

Whether it’s put to use as a 

writer’s retreat, potting shed, artist 

studio or just a place to gather with 

friends, the she shed comes in many 

forms from practical to posh. For 

some, the little building morphs into 

a big girls’ playhouse overfl owing 

with Victorian charm. Other styles 

are beach-house cool or funky and 

eclectic. The owner’s whims set the 

tone and almost anything goes. 

Many producers offer plans for 

sheds or complete kits of materials 

to make construction easy.

What you won’t see in a well-

designed she shed? A washing ma-

chine or anything else that smacks 

of housework. All responsibilities 

are checked at the door to these 

little sanctuaries. 

design  ideas

An outbuilding that 
off ers her a place of her own

BY JANICE BREWSTER

58

ADDING ON
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GOING MOBILE (left)

Artist Deb Fuchs-

Zimmerman uses 

her eclectic shed on 

wheels as a display 

space for her hand-

made jewelry, wall 

art and handpainted 

signs. 

Designer/Builder: 

TDeb Fuchs-Zimmer-

man; debsartistic

painting.com 

VINTAGE CHARMER 

(left) Truly a labor of 

love, the Love Shack 

was pieced together 

from reclaimed lumber 

and architectural sal-

vage from Small Town 

Salvage in Bargerville, 

Ind., and makes the 

perfect studio and 

Sunday napping spot. 

Designer/Builder: Jeff 

Gindling/Diane Schulz 

of Small Town Salvage 

SWEET RETREAT

Blogger and sewing 

book author Torie 

Jayne painted her 

summerhouse in a 

pastel color palette. 

She uses the petite 

backyard building for 

writing, crafting and 

reading. Two electri-

cal outlets allow her 

to power her sewing 

machine and laptop.

Designer: Torie Jayne, 

toriejayne.com 
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ROOM FOR TWO  

(both) Sunshine pours 

into this shed from 

a skylight, creating a 

cheery space to work 

and savor a morning 

cup of coffee. Plus, a 

dog bed beneath the 

desk keeps a furry 

guest comfortable. 

Designer: Summer-

wood Products, 

summerwood.com 

WOODEN IT BE NICE?  

Lace curtains contrast 

with the rustic wood 

exterior of this sweet 

shed. Flower boxes on 

the divided-light win-

dows make this retreat 

look right at home in 

its garden setting. 

Designer: Summer-

wood Products, 

summerwood.com 
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SOLITARY REFINEMENT 

(main) Inside this writer’s 

haven, a built-in desk 

saves space and enjoys a 

sweeping view that’s sure 

to inspire the next great 

American novel. If the 

muse is absent, a daybed 

in the cabin is just right  

for daydreaming. 

DECKED OUT (inset) A 

diminutive porch ready 

for a rocking chair or two 

welcomes friends to this 

tricked-out potting shed. 

Awning windows allow for 

cooling breezes, and the 

8x12-foot interior provides 

space to store garden tools. 

Designer (both): Jamaica  

Cottage Shop; jamaica 

cottageshop.com 

SHOP SHED (inset)

Crisp white trim, two 

sets of French doors 

and a cupola on top 

give this shed head-

turning charm. Its 

owner uses the quaint 

building as a shop on 

her lavender farm.

HOW THE GARDEN 

GROWS (main)  

A lean-to attached 

to a barn serves as a 

lovely potting room 

with a settee for 

relaxing and leafing 

through garden cata-

logs and a potting 

bench with a window 

above that looks out 

over the garden.  CL

Designer (both):  

Country Carpenters, 

countrycarpenters.com Ph
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Y
ou know your cabin is worth 

more than a winning hand at 

poker, so don’t leave its upkeep 

to chance. 

The question of when to bite the bul-

let and replace something that you’ve been 

nursing for months or years is a tough one. 

It’s an even more pressing concern when 

your cabin is your permanent home or 

sees frequent use. Yet, no one likes to write 

checks of the size that often accompany a 

replacement project, especially if the cabin 

is only an occasional retreat. So how do 

you decide when the time has arrived?

One approach is to track repair costs un-

til they near the cost of a replacement. For 

example, it may take 10 years of $100-$200 

“house calls” from an HVAC company to 

equal the cost of replacing an aging heat 

pump or furnace. Then again, a new unit 

may require an annual visit, so the true 

added cost of maintaining the old unit isn’t 

as great as it might at first seem. As long 

as the visits don’t become more frequent or 

more costly, maintaining the old unit may 

be a reasonable alternative.

However, if your cabin is a year-round 

REPAIR OR
REPLACE? 
When to hold ’em, when to fold ’em  BY JIM COOPER

One and done!
Weigh replacement alternatives 

and consider the real 

costs of short-term 

replacements. For 

example, replacing a 

shingle roof with metal 

will likely cost twice as 

much. But you won’t 

have to do it again.
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residence, you also want to consider the im-

pact should the unit decide to stop working 

altogether. In my part of the world, where 

winter temperatures may hit minus 30°F 

and stay there for some time, I would not 

nurse along an unreliable furnace. 

Hot, cold; wet, dry
Mechanical systems such as heating, cool-

ing, ventilation and hot water equipment 

usually see prolonged heavy use. No mat-

ter how careful you are, they eventually 

wear out. The advice of a reliable HVAC 

contractor or plumber can be invaluable 

in deciding when repair is no longer a 

good investment. Also, equipment that 

is 5 years old or more may be obsolete. 

Rapid advances in energy efficiency and 

more stringent energy codes have resulted 

in marked improvements. As a result, you 

may be able to recoup replacement costs 

quickly through reduced energy con-

sumption and reduced maintenance.

Natural gas and propane equipment 

and appliances also present potential safe-

ty issues. Older units often used combus-

tion air drawn from inside your home and 

exhausted to the outside through a pas-

sive vent. Sealing air leaks in your home 

can starve such appliances of air needed 

for complete burning. The result is life-

threatening carbon monoxide. If you 

have older gas appliances and plan to air 

seal or tighten your home, consider either 

replacing older passive-vented gas appli-

ances or having mechanical venting and 

air intakes installed. Conversely, direct-

vent units are sealed, keeping intake air 

and exhaust gases completely separated 

from room air. 

Wooden structures
Mechanical systems are only one area of 

your cabin needing vigilance. Wood, es-

pecially if allowed to remain wet, is always 

susceptible to decay. Periodic inspections 

of porches, decks, wood siding and exte-

rior trim afford the best protection. Paint, 

caulk and sealant are usually do-it-your-

self repairs. More advanced cases of decay 

may require epoxy wood filler. But when 

decay becomes structural, it’s usually best 

to call in a specialist. Replacing struc-

tural components such as porch and deck 

supports or roof or wall framing requires 

an understanding of how structures 

work. Removing a damaged support post 

without accounting for the weight that it 

is bearing can be dangerous. Be proac-

tive when it comes to replacing structural 

components such as support posts, con-

crete foundation walls, and framing. The 

damage that can result from waiting can 

be very costly to correct.

Roof revival
Most cabins will face a roof replacement 

at some point in their lives. Three-tab 

shingles, even in a good environment, 

typically have a lifespan of no more than 

15–18 years. In a cabin tucked under a 

thick canopy of trees in a moist climate 

or in the direct sun of a dry or desert cli-

mate, consider anything more than 10 

years a gift. Metal, tile and slate roofs will 

last many decades. While they cost more 

initially, they won’t saddle you with a pe-

riodic, large cash outlay. 

Telltale signs will warn you when 

shingle roof-replacement time has arrived. 

Gutter bottoms will be covered with the 

fine particles that coat shingles; the shin-

gles will curl or seem brittle; and patches 

of roof will remain dark and damp looking 

after a rain. All are indicators that the roof 

has lost much of its protective ability. If the 

roof has only its original shingle layer, a 

second layer can usually be placed directly 

over the top. If the roof already has two 

layers, both layers will have to be removed   

before the new shingles can be installed.

While one of the most common proj-

ects, roof replacements are often delayed 

sometimes to the point of causing a need 

for additional repairs. When a shingle roof 

fails, visible signs of damage may be hard 

to spot. Water penetrating the shingles 

can dampen roof sheathing and cause it to 

rot. Roof edges may start to decay and wa-

ter seepage into the attic space can cause 

framing to deteriorate – all without any 

directly visible symptoms. For this reason, 

it’s best to be proactive with your roof and 

replace it sooner rather than later.

Window inspection
Good quality windows made in the last 

20 years can have a long lifespan. Before 

you replace older wood sash windows, 

consider their condition. If the windows 

are in good shape and operate well, then 

adding a storm window may be a less ex-

pensive alternative than replacement. Not 

only will the upgrade improve energy ef-

ficiency, it will preserve the character of 

the original windows.  But when windows 

stop operating and the wood shows decay, 

replacement is often a better and less ex-

pensive option than repair. CL

Jim Cooper knows his stuff. A former 

home builder and general contractor, he 

is author of “Log Homes Made Easy” and 

“The Log Home Project Planner.” Also, 

he is a LEED Accredited Professional and 

Certified Passive House Consultant.

3-STEP CHECKLIST
Be sure to consider these three things when deciding whether to repair or replace:

1 
SAFETY. If the repair is only temporary, and it’s something that could  

potentially harm you, opt for replacement. Tragedies resulting from failed 

repairs are far too common.

2
EFFICIENCY. Energy costs keep rising. In many cases, new units can  

quickly recover the cost of replacing an older furnace, water heater, or  

fireplace insert.

3
COST. For appliances, some authorities recommend following the 50%  

rule – if repair costs exceed 50% of replacement, choose replacement.  

In addition, if the item in question has the potential to cause hidden  

damage that could lead to more expensive repairs or replacements, don’t wait.  

For some major items such as roofs, waiting to hit a 50% threshold may have  

you replacing more than just the roof covering.
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Y
our cabin guests are so over-

joyed about spending a week-

end at your special retreat (as 

they should be), that they may 

not realize how much work is involved 

in having a place. But your Cabin Living

editors know better, and feel your pain. 

Small efforts make a big difference when 

preserving and maintaining your cabin, 

and today’s products make the jobs easier. 

Some projects are easy to do yourself, such 

as a simple cleaning and re-application 

of the previously used wood-protection 

product, says Barbara Murray of CTA 

Products Group. Be cautious: If you can’t 

safely access parts of your home’s exterior, 

call in a pro, Murray advises. 

Read on for ways to keep your cabin in 

tip-top shape. 

Drainage counts
Walk around your retreat to inspect the 

ground around your foundation. The soil 

should slope down from the cabin to pro-

mote adequate drainage away from your 

foundation. If the soil has compacted near 

your cabin since construction causing a 

negative slope, you may need to correct 

this with several yards of fresh topsoil.

Oversize your overhangs
Eaves that are at least 2 to 3 feet deep will 

help protect your exterior wood walls from 

excessive moisture and sun exposure.  

Cover your gu�ers
A mesh cover on top of your gutters and 

downspouts will help keep leaves and de-

bris out while allowing rainwater to filter 

through. Screening debris out will prevent 

moisture from backing up under the eaves 

and leaking inside. If your gutters need 

replacing, consider replacing them with 

ones that have leaf-blocking built in.

Apply sunblock
Like your skin, wood is susceptible to sun 

damage. Harsh ultraviolet (UV) rays can 

cause the surface of wood to break down, 

so consider using pigmented stains and 

products infused with UV combatants to 

protect your exterior logs, cedar siding and 

decking against sun damage. 

Be watchful
Twice each year (spring and fall are best), 

walk around and inspect your cabin. 

 For log walls, look for upward-

facing checks (cracks in the wood), which 

could collect rainwater and cause damage 

to the logs. Also, both inside your cabin 

and out, look for separation in the chink-

ing or sealant. Any gaps could let moisture 

and air seep in.

 Check boards for rotting, 

especially those near gutters.

 Open your windows, and then 

walk around your cabin and thoroughly 

inspect the framing and sills for peeling 

paint or worse yet – soft wood that may 

need repair or replacement.

Just add water
Using a garden hose or a water bottle, spray 

your exterior wood surfaces – wood deck-

ing, cedar siding or log walls – in several 

places. If the water beads up, you’re assured 

that your preservative is working. If dark, 

wet patches appear on the wood, the wa-

ter is soaking in, so it’s probably time for a 

fresh coat of preservative. If you own a log 

home and it has exposed log ends, be sure 

to do the water test on those, because log 

ends can absorb water up to 10 times the 

rate of horizontal log surfaces. 

Watch for mold or mildew
Because your cabin’s exterior is exposed to 

moisture, it’s important to get rid of mold 

or mildew build-up, which will likely be 

in the form of a black or grayish-green 

film. Most preservatives have a mildew-

cide built in, but regular inspections will 

ensure they’re doing their job. 

Keep an eye on the roof
Whatever type of roofing you have, make 

sure the material is in good shape, par-

ticularly around chimneys and in val-

leys where rooflines meet, which is where 

moisture and debris can collect.

Clear landscaping away
Ideally, ground cover and mulch should 

be at least 3 feet away from your home’s 

exterior wood. Doing so will keep debris, 

bugs and excess water away from the walls, 

helping to prevent mold, moisture and 

insect damage. Likewise, tree canopies 

should be kept away from your roof to help 

keep leaves and twigs from collecting. CL

MAINTAINING
DIY WEEKEND PROJECTS & MAINTENANCE TIPS

tooling around

Keeping Up Appearances 
Tips for maintaining your beloved retreat’s exterior
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PRODUCT TYPES

STAIN: There are three types of 

stain: oil-based, water-based and 

emulsions that blend the two. 

Tod ay’s stains – available in a host of 

colors from gray to green, blond to 

dark honey – are designed not only 

to give a tint to your walls, but they 

also coat the wood with a breath-

able layer of protection. 

PRESERVATIVE: A mix of chemicals 

designed to protect against a host 

of environmental threats, such as 

mold, mildew, ultraviolet rays 

and insects.

SEALANT: A liquid (caulk) or solid 

(foam or butyl rubber) material used 

to prevent air or water from passing 

though joints.

CHINKING: Chinking is a thick mate-

rial used to seal the gaps between 

log courses. Traditional chinking is 

mortar-based, but modern synthetic 

chinking is far more elastic, effective 

and durable. Also, today’s chinking 

is available in a variety of colors, 

though most cabin owners prefer a 

white or light color to contrast with 

darker wooden materials.

CAULK: A sealant used to fi ll joints 

and spaces between logs. Often it’s 

clear or a color that matches the 

tone of the wood. Caulk comes in 

tubes or pails, and is applied with 

a gun in a narrow bead. The soft, 

moist bead dries to a tough elastic 

sealant that protects against air and 

water infi ltration.

CLEANER: Several products are 

designed specifi cally for use on your 

cabin’s exterior and interior walls. 

A pressure washer with a fan tip is 

another way to clean your walls. Just 

keep the wand moving as you start 

at the top and work your way down.

WOOD PRESERVATION
There are many products used to seal and protect cedar-sided, log and 

timber-frame cabins. Modern offerings have grown to include time-tested 

formulas, new colors and eco-friendly options. The table below lists major 

manufacturers of stains, sealants 

and other cabin maintenance prod-

ucts. Your local provider may also 

have recommendations based on 

your location and climate.

Azko Nobel (Sikkens) 

(866-745-5367; sikkens.us)

Cabot Stains 

(800-877-8246; cabotstains.com)

Columbia Paint & Coatings 

(columbiapaint.com)

Continental Products Co.

(800-305-5869; continentalprod.com)

CTA Products

(877-536-1446; chemtch.com)

Hemp Shield

(hempshield.net)

ISK Biocides (WOODguard)

(800-238-2523; woodguard.com)

Minwax

(800-523-9299; minwax.com)

Perma-Chink Systems 

(800-548-3554; permachink.com)

Sansin Corp.

(877-726-7461; sansin.com)

Sashco 

(800-767-5656; sashco.com)
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DOCK: 

Expert tips for 
choosing the 
right one for 
your waterfront 
BY BRENT COLEMAN 
& ERNEST LORENSSON

OUTDOOR LIVING

LAUNCHPAD

L
akeside living is great, but most 

people agree that actually getting 

out onto the lake makes it better. 

Landscaping a lakefront cabin typ-

ically includes putting in a dock that will help 

you reach deeper water to allow for swim-

ming, fi shing, boating – or just enjoying sun-

light playing on the waves.

Whether you need a dock for a new cabin 

that you just built or bought, or you need 

to replace your creaky old dock that has 

reached its expiration date, be sure to check 

out what the experts have to say before you 

start dock shopping.

Step #1a: Needs analysis
Okay, where to start? The fi rst thing is to de-

termine what you’re going to use your dock 

for, says Cindy Gray, VP of Sales and Market-

ing for FLOE International. Your intended use 

will dictate size, shape and style. “Do you want 

a large sundeck to accomodate a lot of people 

relaxing on the dock?” Gray says. “Or, if you’re 

only using the dock for boat access, you many 

only need a simple, straight dock.”

Then again, how many boats do you have? 

If you have multiple boats, you may want slips 

to make it easy to get in and out of your boats. 

And if you plan to tie your canoe, kayak or 

small fi shing boat up to your dock, be sure the 

dock is longer than your boat, and wide enough 

to allow plenty of room to set down gear and 

for people to get in and out of the boat.

66
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People with larger motor boats likely 

will need to shop for a larger, fixed dock, 

the size, cost and construction materials 

of which can vary greatly.

If your family of four is just going 

to swim and fish from your dock, you 

might go with a dock that sits low in the 

water and is 7½ feet from the shore to 

the end of the dock and as wide as you 

feel you need. 

Step #1b: Rules & regs
Another top priority: Consider that there 

might be state or local regulations and re-

strictions that you will have to meet. Some 

private lakes, for example, only allow 

floating docks set on encapsulated foam 

drums or floats.

Dock shoppers should talk it up before 

buying,  says John Krogman of Connect-

a-Dock Inc. “The first place to start if 

you’re buying a cabin or putting in a dock 

is to ask a neighbor, ‘Hey, what do I have to 

do here?’ ” Krogman says. “Lots of times, 

Realtors will know.”

Next, look around your lake and see 

what other people’s docks look like. Krog-

man, of course, would hope you’d see 

floating docks. But, he says, “If you look 

around and don’t see any floating docks, 

there’s probably a reason,” such as big 

waves or widely fluctuating water levels. 

Building a fixed dock or installing a 

floating one might require a permit. If you’re 

on a reservoir, you might need to check with 

two, maybe even three, regulating agencies. 

Keep in mind that your local municipality 

may dictate what size dock you can build. 

Flaunt those restrictions and you may end 

up facing a fine, and an order to remove the 

dock. You should also take care that your 

dock doesn’t block your neighbors’ ability 

to enjoy the waterfront, too. 

Step #2: Shopping
When you go shopping armed with infor-

mation, resist the temptation to just buy 

based on cost. “The number one mistake 

dock buyers make is they only shop price,” 

Gray says. “There are many different qual-

ity levels and prices of docks in the mar-

ketplace. Consumers should understand 

what their needs are and think long term 

before they purchase a dock.” 

Reasons to buy quality include safe-

ty and longevity. “For safety reasons, a 

dock shouldn’t sway when you walk on O
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CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: (1) Consider accessories when 
choosing a dock or pier manufacturer. This rolling dock 
from FLOE International is decked out! (2) This floating 
dock from Connect-A-Dock features a great canopy for 
sun-protection. (3) This simple floating dock from FLOE is 
a fine solution if you only need access to and from a boat. 
(4) When purchasing a dock, consider how easy it will be to 
install, maintain and adjust. This photo shows how legs are 
adjusted on this FLOE dock. (5) Pier of d’Nort engineers its 
docks according to these principles: One person can install 
and remove the pier alone without getting wet. No com-
ponent should weigh more than one average person can 
handle. Accessories must be easy to attach and remove. 
The pier must be strong, sturdy, durable.
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it or bow when a few people are standing 

on it,” says Gray. “If you entertain a lot 

of people on your dock or have children 

playing, you want to ensure you have a 

stable,  solid dock.”

As for longevity, ask your dock dealer 

for references. “My greatest testimo-

nial from a FLOE customer,” Gray says, 

“came from an elderly lady in Thunder 

Bay [Ontario] at a boat show.  She said 

she purchased her FLOE dock system 

20 years ago, and her three neighbors 

laughed at her as she paid more than 

they did for their new docks. It’s now 20 

years later, and she said all three neigh-

bors have replaced their docks numerous 

times and hers still looks brand new.  She 

said she had the last laugh.”

Most people, Krogman says, “are going 

to spend anywhere between $3,500 and 

$10,000, depending on what you’re going 

to do with it.” But, he warned, costs can 

get much higher, especially for those who 

want electricity, running water, maybe 

even built-in seating and a permanent 

68 

Dock & Boat Lift Systems
Easiest to install, level, and remove

Easy-Level™ 
on Lifts

Easy-Level™ 
on Docks

1983 - 2015

32

Enjoy the convenience,
cleanliness of INCINOLET in 

your cabin, home, dock, or boat.

INCINOLET incinerates waste to
clean ash, only electricity needed.

120 or 240 volts.

INCINOLET – stainless steel, American
made for years of satisfaction.

Used in all climates around the world. 
Tested, listed by UL

NSF
USCG

Call 1-800-527-5551 www.incinolet.com

RESEARCH PRODUCTS 2639 Andjon Dallas, Texas 75220
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canopy – commonly seen on the water-

front in Southern states.

People buying a dock from a dealer 

should be prepared to ask a lot of ques-

tions. And, Krogman says, if their dealer 

doesn’t do the same, the customer might 

want to look for a different dealer.

“We want to know everything,” says 

Krogman. “We don’t want to sell you 

something that’s going to fail.

“There are a million ways to build a 

dock,” Krogman says. “It comes down to 

water conditions and personal preference. 

But wood is a lot of work.”

Dock shoppers searching online for 

a dock will fi nd dozens of websites of in-

terest. One such option is Pier of d’Nort 

(pierofdnort.com). This company’s spe-

cialty is a modular aluminum dock system 

that one person of average skill can install 

using no special tools or winches. Its prod-

uct options include steps, ramps, bracing, 

mooring poles, anchor posts and extrac-

tion boom and lever. A new canoe/kayak 

lift will be available for spring of 2016.

Step #3: Considering 
accessories
Consider what accessories the dock manu-

facturer offers such as furniture, bumpers, 

ladders and steps, so you can fully enjoy 

your dock. Plush options include space-

saving table and chair sets that mount on 

the side of docks.

“In the past fi ve years,” Gray says, 

“we’ve added a lot of accessories including 

3-piece furniture, steps, fi shing pole hold-

ers and canoe/kayak rack – things to help 

people spend quality time on their docks.  

People with 20-plus-year-old docks are 

able to purchase these to add to their ex-

isting dock systems.”

Step #4: Installation 
& maintenance
Before you purchase, consider installa-

tion and maintenance. Installing either 

a low-profi le or heavier duty high-profi le 

Connect-a-Dock product requires one 

tool, a wrench, and can be done complete-

ly above water. And FLOE has a patented 

quick-connect system that makes it easy to 

create and change your dock system.

Also, if consumers are installing and 

removing the dock themselves, they want a 

dock that is lightweight and easy to move.  

Gray says, “We continue to hear over and 

over at boat shows from baby-boomer hus-

bands and wives ‘the kids don’t come up as 

often as they used to, and we have to put the 

dock in ourselves,’  so they are shopping for 

a lightweight, easy-to-use dock.”

Even with today’s easy-to-install docks 

from companies like FLOE and Pier of 

d’Nort, maybe you’re not Mr. Tool Time? 

No problem. Many cabin areas have well-

equipped crews that will put in and take out 

your dock every year, for a price of course.

Maintenance is yet another consider-

ation. Plastic docks require an occasional 

power wash or scrubbing with a brush. 

How involved the maintenance of a fi xed 

dock can be depends on its size, com-

plexity and construction material. Wood 

decking, for instance will need fresh stain 

periodically. CL 

Come be inspired at CustomWoodHomes.com

customWOOD HOME tours

TIMBERBLOCK
The revolutionary R-30 insulated log home

From beautiful log homes 
to stylish rustic cabins, 
we specialize in custom, 
handcrafted doors and 
cabinets to meet your needs. 
Pride and craftsmanship 
goes into every project. No 
wood species or design is 
beyond our consideration.

www.specialtywoodworksco.com

Phone: (406) 363-6353

Fax: (406) 363-6373

212 Pennsylvania Ave.

Hamilton, Montana 59840

Established 1981
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THE POWER 
OF THE PADDLE

Making sense of all the choices in kayaks, canoes and SUPs  BY DAN ARMITAGE

THE POWER 
OF THE PADDLE

Making sense of all the choices in kayaks, canoes and SUPs  BY DAN ARMITAGE
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OUTDOOR LIVING

Recreational kayaks, like these from 

Pelican, come in two basic designs 

based on seating styles: sit-on-top 

(the orange models shown here) 

and sit-in (as in the green kayak 

pictured). Both have their advan-

tages and followers among cabin 

owners  who enjoy paddlesports.
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N
o matter whether your cab-

in is on or near the water, 

whether your lake restricts 

motorboats or allows them, 

having a paddle-craft is a great option. For 

many of us, nothing beats a canoe, kayak 

or paddleboard for a quiet getaway on the 

water. If you fi nd yourself yearning for a 

paddle-powered boat, here’s some advice 

that may help you select the right craft for 

your needs.

BEFORE YOU BUY
Determine what you’re looking for, says 

Dan Mangus with Hobie Cat, manufac-

turer of a popular line of traditional pad-

dle and pedal-driven kayaks, sailing kay-

aks and stand-up paddleboards. “Do you 

want to get out and get exercise, go fi shing, 

explore and take photographs or just get 

out with a friend and talk?”

For example, when someone is consid-

ering a tandem or single occupancy kayak, 

Mangus counters with a question: “Do 

you own a tandem bicycle or individual 

bikes? If the answer is, ‘No way we’d share 

a bike,’ then the answer is obvious,” says 

Mangus. “On the other hand, a tandem 

kayak is perfect for couples who want to 

share the experience or are boating with 

kids, or if one is a more experienced pad-

dler than the other.”   

Consider other questions, too, he says, 

including: “How much experience do you 

have paddling a boat?” If the answer to that 

particular question is “None,” Mangus 

will point to his company’s pedal-driven 

models because, in his words, “There’s no 

learning curve; you just get in and start 

pedaling and steering by pointing a simple 

lever in the direction you want to go.”

And, if your goal is getting exercise, 

there are plenty of options to consider 

among boats powered by paddle, as well 

as pedal. 

CANOES
Canoes are made of everything from fi -

berglass, aluminum or Kevlar to a wide 

range of polymers, as well as wood, canvas 

or cedar strip. The majority of recreational 

canoes (and kayaks) sold today are made 

using polyethylene, which is popular for 

its combination of affordability and du-

rability. It’s fl exible and has a memory, so 

will return back to its original shape after 

impact. Polyethylene canoes are lighter 

than those built using aluminum.

Why buy? Canoes are generally 

more stable than kayaks, explains Scott 

Morris of Grumman Boats, a division of 

the Marathon Boat Group in Marathon, 

N.Y.  “And they have a greater carrying ca-

pacity with regard to passengers and load. 

Aluminum models also are a good choice 

for use in rocky waters, where they shrug 

off rocks that would crack or puncture the 

hulls of fi berglass and plastic boats, and 

any resulting dents can be pounded out.”

Because a canoe has a displacement 

hull, no matter what it’s made of, the 

longer it is, the faster its theoretical top 

speed and the more weight it can carry. 

Touring canoes average 16 to 18 feet long 

and accommodate two or more people 

and plenty of gear. On the other hand, the 

longer a canoe is, the more diffi cult it is to 

control, especially if you are paddling solo, 

if it’s windy or if you must paddle cross 

current. On fl at water, a long hull allows 

the canoe to track straight, and does not 

require as many corrections.

Shorter canoes are much easier to ma-

neuver, are better suited for solo paddlers. 

Craft as short as 10 feet are good for short 

paddles, day trips, and whitewater adven-

tures. While easier to steer, shorter canoes 

typically don’t track as well and require 

a lot of correction to keep on a straight 

course in fl at water. A good length for a 

general-purpose camp canoe is 14 to 15 

feet, which will easily accommodate two 

people, but can be paddled solo. 

Features to look for: Seat design 

that is comfy for you; seat confi guration 

for solo or multiple paddlers/passengers; 

the hull design, which determines stability 

and performance capabilities; and weight, 

especially if portaging. 

KAYAKS
As with canoes, kayaks are made from a 

variety of materials. Most recreational kay-

aks sold today are made of polyethylene, a 

good choice for typical cabin situations.

Much of what holds true with canoes 

in construction, length and handling can 

also be said about kayaks. The advan-

tage of kayaks, according to Matt Ross of 

Pelican International, a leading manu-

facturer of recreational kayaks and other 

The quintessential paddle craft 

across cabin country is the alumi-

num canoe, fi rst created by Grum-

man in 1945. While you can buy 

much lighter canoes today, the 

aluminum models remain popular 

for their ruggedness and  “no-

maintenance” requirements.
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paddle-craft, is their range of size, weight 

and affordability. 

Why buy? “You can get anything 

from a six-foot kayak to a sixteen-foot 

kayak,” he explains, adding: “Even lon-

ger if you want to consider a tandem. 

And kayaks are easier to transport and 

paddle, and go farther and faster for the 

effort than a comparable canoe.”

“When you fi gure that kayaks at cab-

ins are often used by guests, children and 

people who simply may not know how to 

care for the boats or may handle them a 

bit roughly,” advises Ross, “polyethylene is 

the way to go. Kayaks built with polymers 

are affordable, lightweight and forgiving 

of harsh use.”   

Kayaks come in two distinct confi gu-

rations, based on the design of the cockpit: 

sit-in (SI) or sit-on-top (SOT). The SI de-

sign offers a traditional cockpit that covers 

the lower body and is often used in warm-

er climates and by anglers who need more 

fl exibility; the SOT design requires the 

paddler to sit atop an open cockpit with 

the lower body exposed and are popular 

for touring, white- and open-water use 

and during cooler weather. 

Features to look for: Comfort-

able seats and backrests; grab handles for 

carrying; and bungee-corded deck stor-

age and covered storage compartments. 

Anglers will want to look for built-in rod 

holders or mounts.

STAND-UP PADDLEBOARDS 
Stand-up paddleboards are the fastest 

growing segment in paddle-sports. Hobie 

Cat, Pelican and RAVE Sports are among 

a growing number of manufacturers of-

fering popular SUPs, as they are called.

As with the other paddle-craft, SUPs 

can be constructed of a variety of mate-

rials, and polyethylene is popular among 

recreational SUP owners: it’s lightweight, 

durable and less expensive than watercraft 

built using other materials. The difference 

with SUPs is that they require more rigid-

ity than kayaks, so they are constructed 

using a wide variety of skin materials and 

cores, from balsa to carbon fi ber. 

Why buy? “For a paddle-sport 

option that’s a little more challenging 

than kayaking, try SUPs” explains Ross, 

whose Canada-based company offers an 

extensive line of SUPs as well as kayaks. 

“You use your entire body when pad-

dling a stand-up board, and it takes a 

little more skill to master the balance 

and handling required. But once you’ve 

stood up on the water, it’s tough to go 

back to a sit-down-type boat.”

A variety of styles are available de-

pending on your needs. Infl atable SUPs 

are a good choice for owners of seasonal 

cabins and/or who have a minimum of 

storage space, allowing the SUPs to be 

defl ated and packed away when not in 

use. RAVE offers a helpful chart on its 

website (ravesports.com) to help select 

an SUP of any brand or type, based on 

its intended purpose. 

“When selecting an SUP, the length of 

the board is important to consider in rela-

tion to the size of the paddler, as buoyancy 

is a function of the length of the board,” 

explains RAVE Sports’ Tanya Rausch. 

“For optimum performance, it is best to 

select a size that is suitable for the largest 

size paddler.”

Features to look for: A fi n under 

the stern for tracking; bungee cord con-

nection points for on-deck storage; a 

nonskid deck pad; multiple handle grips 

for transport and boarding; and an ankle 

leash option for tethering the board to 

the paddler when in the water.

Staying closer to the water is part of 

the fun of using any boat powered by a 

paddle! CL 

Dan Armitage is a cabin dweller, frequent 

contributor, freelance writer and syndicated 

radio show host (buckeyesportsman.com) 

who is based in Ohio.

The fastest growing watercraft in the paddlesports category, 

the stand-up paddleboard, or SUP, is adaptable to a variety 

of fl at-water activities. RAVE is one of many manufacturers.
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P
erhaps you’re new cabin own-

ers and your dock’s looking 

awfully bare – or you’re replac-

ing an aging hull. Chances are 

you’ll need a multipurpose craft, some-

thing that will carry your family and 

guests comfortably, yet still fi shes, skis, 

plays and cruises well. Perhaps you already 

have a boat like that, and you’re looking 

to specialize: a purpose-built fi shing boat 

or a tournament-style ski machine. What 

about a “classic woody” for those evening 

cruises around the shoreline? If you’re 

starting from zero, you may need multiple 

boats; often, families have a pontoon for 

cruising, a ski boat and/or personal wa-

tercraft for the kids, and a fi shing craft for 

early-morning angling.  

BOAT BUYING 
MADE EASY

How to decide between new and used BY JOHN TIGER

With today’s selection of pontoon 

boats, you can even choose one 

that serves your specifi c interests. 

Premier Pontoon’s Cast-A-Way model 

is made with anglers in mind – but 

you could cruise with it, too.

OUTDOOR LIVING
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That new boat smell
Though it makes more sense fi nancially 

to buy used (a new boat loses around 

30% of its purchase price the day it leaves 

the showroom), there’s nothing like be-

ing the fi rst to own a new rig. But if you’re 

going to spend all that coin, get what you 

want and buy it right: 

Buy at the right time; there are great 

deals in the off season and during boat 

shows to entice buyers to buy. Cash back, 

“free” options and upgrades, fi nancing 

incentives, extra warranty, free storage 

and sometimes even a free trailer are 

commonly used as bait for new boat buy-

ers. Don’t be afraid to spend quality time 

with dealers going through all the deals. 

Pay careful attention to how the 

dealer treats you throughout the nego-

tiating process. If you’re uncomfortable, 

chances are it’s not a good deal and pos-

sibly a good indicator of how that dealer 

will make you feel later on – when service 

is needed. 

The dealer’s representation and repu-

tation are at least as important as the 

boat/engine brand and reputation. This 

is a very, very important lesson to learn. 

Boat dealers are not in any way like car 

dealers. In today’s world, it doesn’t mat-

ter where you bought your car because 

any dealer will service it with a smile. 

Not so with boat dealers; even today, they 

are still very territorial and will make no 

bones about servicing customers who 

bought from them fi rst, and all others 

have to wait. That’s vital in a short boat-

ing season!  

Buying used
Buying used is a great alternative to drop-

ping big coin for new. Used boats come 

with warranties too, just like used cars. 

It’s all in who you buy from and the deal 

you make. What helps ease worries is that 

today, the great majority of boats and 

engines are well built and reliable, even 

many years later. Says Kim Hubbard, 

owner of Centerville Marina (centervil-

lemarina.com) in Chesapeake, Va.: “We 

broker boats for our good customers, but 
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Buying in the off-season can lead to hours of enjoyment. Premier 

Pontoon’s SunStation Echo RF model offers plenty of room for family fun. 

Do your homework and get detailed maintenance records 

before dropping a lot of money on an older rig.

If zipping around on the lake 

in a roomy craft is your thing, 

you may like deck boats. Shown 

is Stingray’s 182SC deck boat.
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we insist on a $150, multiple-point check 

before we will stand behind their boat. 

After all, it’s us the new buyer will come 

to if something goes wrong, so we do 

what’s necessary to minimize problems 

before the boat is even listed with us.”  

However, speak with local dealers be-

fore you consider anything with a lot of 

years on it; many dealers won’t work on 

rigs older than a decade. 

Here are some tips for buying used:

Check message boards on older mod-

els and ask lots of questions about du-

rability, quality and reliability.

Don’t buy a rig that’s more than a de-

cade old. Quality has come a long way 

in the past 10 years or so, and rigs built 

in the 2000s will be more reliable and 

easier to maintain. 

Buy only one-owner rigs; you’re more 

likely to get a more complete and ac-

curate service history. 

Buy only from a dealer, and at least 

ask for a one-year warranty. This is a 

sticky point, and one ripe for debate. 

Everyone knows the story about “that 

boat owned by an older couple who 

never used it.”

Stick with well-known brands that 

are still in business. Top-of-the-line 

brands like Cobalt, Crownline, Chap-

arral and Sea Ray can be expensive 

but are always reliably good boats. 

Popular brands like Larson, Glastron, 

Stingray, Rinker and similar others 

can also be good values. 

Same with motors: be brand con-

scious. If you’re looking at stern 

drive boats, Mercury (MerCruiser) 

and Volvo Penta are the only brands 

to consider. However, excellent out-

boards include all the modern brands: 

Mercury, Evinrude/Johnson, Honda, 

Yamaha, Suzuki and Tohatsu. If you 

stick to engines made 10 years ago and 

newer, you’ll be buying reliability and 

newer technology. 

Try to find boats and engines that have 

documented usage hours. Typically, 

anything over 400 or so hours should 

be considered carefully; the lower the 

usage hours the better. 

Maintenance and upkeep records are 

also very important. No records may 

well mean shoddy (or no) mainte-

nance. Stay away. 

It’s a good idea to spend a little extra 

to hire a marine surveyor to go over 

the boat carefully prior to purchase. 

The survey will reveal any anoma-

lies with the boat, and let you know 

whether you’re getting a good boat at 

a good price or simply buying some-

body else’s headache. Surveyors can 

be found at the Society of Accredited 

Marine Surveyors (SAMS) and the 

National Association of Marine Sur-

veyors (NAMS) websites.

If you are the kind of person who must 

have everything perfect, and you’re 

not equipped nor inclined to handle 

repairs, then you should buy a new or 

very lightly used late-model boat, from 

a dealer who will stand behind it.

If you are good mechanically, have 

extra time on your hands, and enjoy 

projects, you’ll love having a used 

boat. If you simply can’t afford a new 

boat, but don’t have the time or skill 

to take on projects from time-to-time, 

then we recommend you buy a used 

boat that is as simple as possible. The 

fewer systems a boat has, the fewer 

things that can go wrong.

Repowering
Most times, the boat outlasts the power-

plant. If your boat’s still seaworthy and 

you feel no need to replace it, consider 

repowering. Outboard hulls are great for 

this, and there are many large outboard 

dealers who specialize in repowers. Rob 

Gina, owner of Boatwrench (boatwrench.

com) in Orlando, Fla., notes: “We re-

power hundreds of outboard and stern 

drive hulls every year. It’s a viable option 

considering the cost of a new boat; today’s 

outboards and new stern drives are tech-

nologically light years ahead of models 

just 15 years old, so it’s almost like having 

a new boat.”  CL 

Frequent contributor John Tiger is a life-

long boating enthusiast who’s owned over 

60 boats since age 8. He currently restores 

and races older outboard racing boats. You 

can find more of his articles on our website, 

CabinLivingMag.com. 

Create-A-Bed®

toll free: 877-966-3852
www.wallbed.com

For guests that
just magically

appear...

Why let a bed waste valuable
space when you don’t need the
bed? A murphy bed built using
the Create-A-Bed® murphy bed
mechanism gives your guests a
comfortable night’s sleep and
then disappears when they do.
Twin, Full or Queen mechanisms
include complete step-by-step
instructions, DVD and toll-free
technical
assistance.

build the
murphy bed that
does the same.
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OUTDOOR LIVING

Gear Up 
for Hiking
To prepare for a day on the trail – accessorize!  
BY CAROL MARIE JOHNSON  |  PRODUCED BY KANOE WENTWORTH

Bolle Aravis Sunglasses

Classic look, anti-slip nose piece and temples. 

Polarized lenses give you a crystal clear view at 

all times, and there’s also a prescription program. 

$109-$119 (depending on lens); 1.1oz, bolle.com

Garmin 650

This compact GPS packs a 

powerful punch. $480; 7.4 

oz.; 3.5GB internal storage 

(200 tracks, 4000 waypoints); 

microSD slot; garmin.com

Leatherman Juice S2

This multitool is slim and lightweight, but it features 

full-size scissors and an array of tools that are useful 

on the trail. $60; 4.4oz.; leatherman.com

Bruton O.S.S. 10B Compass

Simple and reliable – what more do you need? $13; 1oz, 

Brunton.com

getaway gear
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A
small daypack fi lled with some 

essential items will make your 

hike from the cabin more plea-

surable. A map and compass 

top the basics list because even in today’s 

world of GPS receivers and smart phones, a 

simple map and compass won’t run out of 

batteries or fail to fi nd a cell signal. 

There are many compasses available 

today. The best have both a built-in decli-

nation adjustment and a sighting mirror 

for accurate readings. A long base plate is 

helpful for map work. 

Headlamps are great for day trips that 

start before sunup or end at dusk and are 

essential for any overnight trip. 

A multiuse tool is another essential 

item in the daypack. My old classic Swiss 

Army knife has been on every day hike, 

backpacking and camping trip over the 

last 30 some years. Best advice is to fi nd 

one that has your most needed tools, but 

is the smallest and lightest weight. 

Hiking poles can be a useful addition. 

There are two camps when it comes to hik-

ing poles. The pro-pole camp likes the ex-

tra stability on tricky terrain, reduced stress 

on knees and hips, and the extra safety on 

river crossings. The anti-pole camp prefers 

less weight, and they think poles require 

unnecessary energy expenditure (or maybe 

they just haven’t ever used them!).

An umbrella is another optional item 

to include in your daypack. It can be very 

helpful in certain climates and situa-

tions. Umbrellas protect you from a very 

intense sun much better and much cooler 

than a hat. They are also helpful in low 

wind but persistent rain, especially when 

the rain is combined with heat so that a 

rain jacket and hood would be too hot.

Sunglasses are essential protection 

from UV and wind. In high altitude, 

make sure to select sunglasses with wrap-

around feature. Check your protection 

level since the basic fashion models don’t 

protect your eyes from UV rays.  CL

Carol Johnson was a trained outdoor lead-

er during her college days, and her son Cole 

recently followed in her footsteps. 

Stiletto Hiking Poles by Komperdell

The smart innovation here: The pole adjustment is where it belongs – directly 

at the handle. So you can adjust your poles easily and safely without slowing 

down your group. $139–$239/pair depending on exact model, 

komperdell.com

Litefl ex Hiking (Chrome) Umbrella 

by Gossamer Gear

The Swing Litefl ex Silver Trekking Um-

brella is an ultralight umbrella for hiking 

and backpacking. Tested in downpours, 

it can be a substitute for rain gear. It will 

shade you from the scorching sun of the 

desert. Thru hiker tested and approved. 

The world’s lightest trekking umbrella of 

its kind. Lowers the feel of the sun up to 

15 degrees. $45, gossamergear.com/

chrome-umbrella.html

Petzl Tikka R+ Headlamp

The built-in light sensor of this intelligent 

headlamp automatically adjusts the beam 

pattern and light output up to 170 lumens, 

leaving your hands free for maps, gear and 

balancing steep ascents. $80, petzl.com
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fi nishing touchesENTERTAINING

The Grill 
of Your Dreams

Tips for buying the right grill, smoker or campfi re cooker for your cabin 
BY LISA READIE MAYER

WOOD PELLET SMOKER

CHARCOAL-FUELED KAMADO SMOKER

BUILT-IN GAS GRILL

CHARCOAL KETTLE GRILL
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OFF-SET SMOKER

INFRARED GAS GRILL ON CART BASE

CAMPFIRE COOKERC
ookout season is right around the 

corner. If you’re thinking about 

a new grill, smoker or campfi re 

cooker to outfi t your cabin patio 

this year, here’s what you need to know. 

GAS GRILLS
Gas or charcoal? It’s a personal preference. 

But, if your cookout menus mostly include 

thinner, boneless cuts like steaks, chicken 

cutlets, burgers, and sausages, a gas grill 

might be a good choice. Since these foods 

cook fast over direct heat, there’s not much 

time for charcoal’s smoky fl avor benefi ts to 

permeate. Also, thanks to push-button starts, 

quick heat-ups, exact temperature controls, 

and minimal clean up, it’s hard to beat gas 

for convenience. 

Choose a gas grill with at least three burn-

ers, so you’ll have the option of turning one 

down for indirect cooking. Look for burners 

made of brass or 304-grade stainless steel that 

evenly cover the fi rebox to prevent hot and 

cold spots. Heat diffusers – the stainless steel 

tents or ceramic briquets that protect burn-

ers – should be heavy duty and high quality 

to hold and disperse heat and reduce fl are-

ups. And contrary to popular belief, BTUs are 

not a totally reliable indicator of grill power. 

Photos courtesy: Camp Chef, campchef.com (wood pellet smoker); Big Green Egg, biggreenegg.com 
(charcoal-fueled kamado smoker); Delta Heat, deltaheat.com (built-in gas grill); Weber-Stephen Products, 
weber.com (charcoal kettle grill); Saber Grills, sabergrills.com (infrared gas grill on cart base); Pappy’s 
Campfi re Cooker, pappyscampfi recooker.com (campfi re cooker); Char-Broil, charbroil.com (offset smoker).
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A well-designed burner and heat-diffus-

er system can get the job done on fewer 

BTUs, which saves you fuel and money.

Easy-to-clean grease-catching systems 

are a must. And if you think you’d ever 

try cooking the Thanksgiving turkey on 

the grill, make sure the lid has enough 

headroom to accommodate the bird. 

Other nice-to-have options: side burners, 

wood-chip burners, Wi-Fi controls, built-

in hood lights, lighted control knobs, and 

rotisseries. 

Infrared gas grills. Love steaks? Infra-

red grills turn out amazingly juicy steaks 

with restaurant-worthy crusty exteriors. 

Infrared burners can reach super-high 

temperatures up to 1,000 degrees to cre-

ate a great sear, but metal, glass or ceramic 

emitter plates just above the burners block 

hot air from reaching the food, so meats 

retain their natural juices without drying 

out. Infrared is also a good option if your 

cabin is in cold country – it heats up in 

seconds and cooking temperatures are not 

impacted by the weather. Grills may be 

entirely infrared, or combine traditional 

gas burners with one infrared burner to 

create a sear zone within the grill. 

CHARCOAL GRILLS
Charcoal grills represent the traditional 

cabin lifestyle – they invite you to slow 

down and savor the experience, woodsy 

aromas, and unmatched fl avor of cooking 

over live fi re. Yes, they require more effort 

(although new tools are making lighting 

and clean-up easier), but they make up for 

it in fl exibility – you can grill, cook over 

indirect heat, and smoke low and slow. 

Charcoal models range from tiny hiba-

chis to classic round kettles to large boxy 

rectangles to high-end stainless units re-

sembling premium gas grills. Better de-

signs include hinged cooking grids or trap 

doors to add coals during long cooks, and 

ash-catch features to capture and remove 

spent ashes afterward. Though charcoal 

grills offer fewer bells and whistles, some 

now have gas-powered ignition systems, 

side shelves, table surrounds, and even in-

terchangeable cooking surfaces like woks, 

griddles and pizza stones to swap-in for 

cooking grids. 

Enjoy the convenience,
cleanliness of INCINOLET in 

your cabin, home, dock, or boat.

INCINOLET incinerates waste to
clean ash, only electricity needed.

120 or 240 volts.

INCINOLET – stainless steel, American
made for years of satisfaction.

Used in all climates around the world. 
Tested, listed by UL

NSF
USCG

Call 1-800-527-5551 www.incinolet.com

RESEARCH PRODUCTS 2639 Andjon Dallas, Texas 75220
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DUAL-FUEL GRILLS
Still can’t decide? A dual-fuel hybrid grill 

has a charcoal pan that fits over the gas 

burner and allows cooks to alternate fu-

els. It’s a great solution when space limits 

you to one appliance. 

SMOKERS
Smokers are a great choice for pitmasters 

(and pitmaster wannabes) who measure 

cook times in hours rather than minutes. 

Smokers use a combination of low indi-

rect heat and smoke to turn out competi-

tion-style barbecue like pulled pork, bris-

ket and fall-off-the-bone ribs, but they 

also make delicious whole turkeys and 

chickens, sausages, game, fish, vegetables, 

nuts, cheeses, and even salt.

Depending on the model, smok-

ers can be fueled by “sticks” (wood logs 

or chunks), charcoal, gas, electricity, 

or wood pellets. While there’s an art to 

maintaining consistent temperatures on 

wood and charcoal-fueled smokers, gas, 

electric and pellet models often have 

programmable controls to automati-

cally adjust smoke levels or feed fuel to 

keep temperatures steady and eliminate 

guesswork.

Water smokers. Models are bullet-

shaped with the charcoal fire at the bot-

tom and cooking racks stacked vertically 

above it. A pan of water is positioned over 

the heat, to generate steam and infuse 

food with moisture. Relatively small and 

easy to use, they’re a good way to give 

smoking a try without a huge investment. 

Off-set smokers. These horizontal, bar-

rel- shaped cookers have a box attached at 

one end to hold a wood or charcoal fire. 

Smoke and heat from the firebox swirl 

into the adjacent cooking chamber to cook 

food. Sizes range from patio models to 

trailer-sized custom rigs used on the com-

petition circuit. 

Kamado smokers. The hottest thing in 

outdoor cooking today (pardon the pun!), 

it’s no surprise that they’re versatile (be-

sides smoking you can grill, bake, roast, 

make pizza). Better yet, they have wide 

temperature ranges (200 to 800-plus de-

grees) and make awesome food. Modeled 

after ancient clay cooking vessels, kama-

dos are elliptically shaped cookers usu-

ally fueled by charcoal, but sometimes gas 

or wood pellets. Though some are made 

of steel, most kamados are molded from 

heavy, thick-walled ceramics that retain 

heat and lock in juices. Sizes range from 

tabletop to extra-large-ovals, and acces-

sories, like tiered racks, baking stones, 

and griddles, expand cooking capabilities 

even more.

Pellet smokers. Combine convenience 

and flavor in this unit. Turn them on, se-

lect the temperature, and the electric au-

ger automatically feeds tiny wood pellets 

from the hopper to the firebox, supplying 

consistent, indirect heat and smoke to the 

cooking chamber. Pellet cookers have a 

milder smoke profile than other smok-

ers, and with more moving parts, require 

more maintenance, but they offer set-it-

and-forget-it ease and great results. 

Refrigerator-style smokers. This de-

sign relies on gas or electricity to maintain 

steady temperatures within the vertically 

stacked food racks. A compartment for 

wood chips supplies the smoke flavor.

CAMPFIRE COOKERS
Campfire cookers do double-duty in 

cabin backyards. Used solo, the fire pit 

base is a warm gathering spot. But, with 

grilling accessories in place, it’s a magnet 

for family fun and a great way to involve 

everyone in the cooking. And we don’t 

just mean roasting franks or toasting 

marshmallows. Depending on the model, 

cooking components might range from a 

simple mesh grilling grid, to a sophisti-

cated winch system that suspends a cook-

ing grid, griddle, and Dutch oven over the 

open fire to prepare a whole meal. Look 

for solid construction, and cooking acces-

sories that not only can take the heat of a 

wood fire, but swing away from the heat if 

flames get too hot. CL

“Gather ’Round” writer Lisa Readie Mayer 

relies on her gas grill on busy weeknights, 

but loves to fire up her charcoal-fueled 

kamado on kick-back weekends.

WHY LOG HOME OUTLET?
Quality log homes at the lowest prices!

Dry logs, from standing dead timbers!

TPI grade stamped logs!

Log Home design & engineering available!

Machined & Handcrafted beams available from 

6" to 48" in diameters, & up to 42 ft. in length!

FREE ESTIMATES!

Yes, we ship everywhere!

Call, or visit us online for a free brochure!

(Swedish Cope Prices include saddle notched corners.)

DIAM. STANDARD CABIN

6" N/A $2.52 L.F.
7" $4.26 L.F. $3.68 L.F.
8" $5.31 L.F. $4.63 L.F.
9" $7.33 L.F. $6.29 L.F.
10" $8.97 L.F. $7.71 L.F.
12" $13.94 L.F. $11.14 L.F.
14" $16.54 L.F. $14.26 L.F.
16" N/A   $21.41 L.F.

(Swedish Cope half log siding available
for 40% less than above shown prices.)

Log Home Outlet Inc.
Phone: (208) 542-2772 

Fax: (208) 535-0343
sales@loghomeoutlet.com
www.loghomeoutlet.com
Prices & promotions subject to change without notice.

*Free shipping with minimum purchase.

(Accessories alone do not qualify for the free shipping promotion.)

Photo depicts a 10" cabin appearance kit.

“ACCESSORIES”
Milled log railing __________ $13/ lin. ft.
Hand peeled log railing ____ $16/ lin. ft.
Log stair sets ______________ From $1,275

1" X 6" T&G decking ______ $.58/ lin. ft.
2" X 6" T&G decking ______ $1.14/lin. ft.
Lumber Maker (log tool) ___ $103
Log Wizard (log tool) ______ $225



POPEYE PROTEIN BOWL

gather      ‘round

O
kay, so maybe we’ve veered a little 

from our healthy eating plans 

lately. It happens; especially when 

hearty casseroles, cups of rich fi re-

side cocoa, and creamy desserts are a big part of 

winter menus at the cabin. Now’s the time to re-

direct, recommit, and get back on track by em-

phasizing fresh fruits and veggies, whole grains, 

beans and legumes, lean meats and fi sh, healthy 

fats, and guilt-free fl avor enhancers like grill 

smoke, citrus juice, fresh herbs, and vinegars. 

After all, you want to make sure you fi t into your 

gather      'round

Menu ideas to get you eating leaner and lighter at the cabin this year  
BY LISA READIE MAYER

NEW YEAR, NEW RECIPES, NEW YOU

Makes 2 to 3 servings

Making 
a “bowl” is more 
about following 

a formula than a 
recipe. Customize 

it however 
you like.  
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Some other 
ingredients you 
may try in your 
"bowls":

Grain/Starch: Cooked 
quinoa, farro, barley, 
brown rice, lentils, 
couscous, millet, 
soba noodles.

Veggies: Nutrient-
dense in a rainbow 
of colors: kale, 
spinach, Swiss chard, 
arugula, sprouts, 
sweet potatoes, beets, 
butternut squash, 
peppers, broccoli, 
carrots, mushrooms, 
zucchini, eggplant, 
tomatoes, asparagus. 

Protein: Beans, tofu, 
tempeh, edamame, 
cooked eggs, grilled or 
roasted sliced chicken, 
turkey or fi sh. 

Extras: A few sprinkles, 
drizzles, dashes or 
splashes add texture, 
richness, and yummy 
fl avor – fresh herbs, 
seeds, nuts, crumbled 
or shredded cheese, 
sriracha sauce, vin-
egar, citrus zest or 
juice, plain yogurt, 
salsa, hummus, low-fat 
sauces or dressings.

• In a small pot over low heat, combine 

beans and broth. Cover and warm 

through. In a bowl, dress arugula with 

1 teaspoon olive oil, lemon juice, and 

a pinch each of salt and pepper, and 

set aside.

• In a nonstick skillet over medium heat, 

warm remaining olive oil. Add zucchini 

and cook 5 to 7 minutes until it so� ens 

and begins to brown. Add green onions 

and baby spinach and sauté another 

minute to warm through. Whisk egg 

whites, milk and a pinch of salt and 

pepper in a bowl. Lower heat and add 

egg mixture to vegetables in skillet 

and cook, stirring occasionally until 

just fi rm, 2 to 3 minutes. 

• Assemble each bowl with a scoop 

of beans, a helping of veggie-egg 

scramble, and some of the dressed 

arugula. Top with chives, salsa and 

sour cream, if desired.

2 cups cooked black beans

1 cup vegetable broth

2 cups arugula

3 teaspoons extra virgin olive oil

Juice of 1/4 lemon

Salt & pepper to taste

1 zucchini

2 cups baby spinach

3 green onions, white and green            

 parts, sliced

6 egg whites

2 tablespoons milk

1 large avocado, sliced

Optional toppings: chopped 

 fresh chives, salsa, 

 sour cream
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Credit: Recipe reprinted with 

permission from “The Sprouted 

Kitchen Bowl + Spoon,” by Sara 

Forte, copyright 2015, Ten Speed 

Press, an imprint of Penguin 

Random House LLC.

FILLING:

1 cup (8 ounces) 

 crumbled feta cheese

1 tablespoon olive oil

1 clove garlic, fi nely   

    minced

½ cup fi nely chopped, 

 pi� ed kalamata olives

2 tablespoons fi nely  

 chopped green onions 

 (white part with 

 some of the green)

1 teaspoon grated 

 lemon zest

VEGETABLE STACKS:

1 medium eggplant

1 medium zucchini 

1 medium yellow squash

1 large red pepper

Olive oil for brushing

Salt and pepper to taste

Turn the page to get the step-
by-step cooking instructions.

GRILLED VEGETABLE STACKS

WITH FETA AND BLACK OLIVES Serves 2 as a main course, or 4 as a side dish
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swim suit or hiking shorts once summer arrives.

Fortunately, eating right doesn’t have to 

mean bland, boring, or time-consuming. 

Case in point: Satisfying, super easy, and 

good-for-you veggie bowls (aka nourish or 

macro bowls). No recipe required; the basic 

formula combines a scoop or two of a whole 

grain or starch, a healthy portion of veggies, a 

protein, and a sprinkling of fun and flavorful 

garnishes, all served up in individual dinner 

bowls. Ingredients can be hot or cold, art-

fully arranged, or all tossed together. (Pssst…

it’s also a clever way to repurpose leftovers!) 

For fun, set out platters of ingredients and let 

everyone assemble their own – helpful when 

cabin guests are eating vegetarian, vegan,  

gluten-free or other special diets. 

Another way to get everyone to eat more 

veggies is to change up the presentation. 

Here, grilled eggplant, zucchini, peppers, and 

yellow squash are stacked one on top of the 

other, with a creamy goat cheese and olive 

spread sandwiched between the layers.

You can even sneak those veggies – in 

this case, spinach – into a smoothie. Since 

it’s sweetened with bananas, pineapple, and 

mango, no one will be the wiser.  CL

2 cups fresh baby spinach (tightly packed)

2 cups water

1 cup mango, fresh or frozen

1 cup pineapple, fresh or frozen

2 bananas, fresh or frozen 

• Place spinach and water in a blender, and blend together until you get a juice-like 

consistency and all leafy chunks are gone. Next, add in mango, pineapple and 

bananas and blend again until smooth.

                 BEGINNER’S LUCK SMOOTHIE

Makes 32 oz. | Serves 2

Recipe and photo from Simple Green Smoothies, simplegreensmoothies.com. 

Using some 
or all frozen fruit 

makes this vitamin-
and-mineral-packed 

smoothie extra 
chilly and 
refreshing. 

• Prepare a hot fire in your grill. To 

make the filling, combine the feta 

cheese, olive oil, garlic, olives and 

onions in a bowl until well blended. 

Set aside. 

• Trim the ends from the eggplant 

and slice crosswise into eight ½-inch 

thick slices. Cut zucchini and yellow 

squash on the diagonal in ½-inch 

thick slices. Core and seed the pepper 

and cut into quarters. Brush the 

vegetables with olive oil and season 

with salt and pepper before grilling, 

on one side only,  

3 to 4 minutes. 

• While the slices are still warm, build 

four stacks, using the four largest 

grilled eggplant slices as the bases. 

Spread a li�le of the feta filling on 

the four eggplant slices, then top 

each with a layer of grilled zucchini. 

Spread a li�le feta filling on the 

zucchini, then repeat with layers of 

grilled yellow squash and pepper, 

ending with a slice of grilled eggplant 

to create four stacks. Serve warm or 

at room temperature.

GRILLED VEGETABLE 
STACKS WITH FETA 
AND BLACK OLIVES

continued from page 83

Adapted from “The Gardener & The Grill,” by Karen Adler  

& Judith Fertig, copyright 2011, Running Press.



Visit us at: lakehomeandcabinshow.com 

If you already own a cabin or if you’re thinking about buying one 
this show is for you. It’s your one-stop event for answers 

and fresh ideas. Everything for your second home lifestyle is here: 

PLUS:
CABIN CRITTERS 
Meet your wild neighbors!

SANDWICHES TO DIE FOR 
Gourmet grilling with Chef 
Patrick Moore

FREE SEMINARS 
Great topics - All weekend! 

ORIGINAL CABIN MUSIC
Performed live by Neal Topliff

 Download your coupon online.

MADISON
Alliant Energy Center
Madison, Wisconsin

January 29-31

MINNEAPOLIS
Minneapolis Convention Center 

Minneapolis, Minnesota

February 19-21

CHICAGO
Schaumburg Convention Center

Schaumburg, Illinois

February 26-28
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877-275-9090 
www.hiawatha.com

Designing Dreams One Home At A Time...

At Hiawatha Log Homes, we think home is a gathering space for 

family and friends, a place to put your feet up, your sanctuary. 

Our mission is to custom design the home of your dreams with one 

on one service and quality craftsmanship.

Call or click today for a no-obligation quote on your project and for 

the details of our limited time offers - free preliminary design give-a-

way and free shipping anywhere promotions.

First Floor

Lake Geneva
Bedroom Up: 1  Baths Up: 1 ½

Bedroom Down: 2  Bath Down 1

Optional:  Garage

Due to increased demand, 

Hiawatha Log Homes is 

accepting new Builder and 

Dealer applications. Contact 

us today at 877-275-9090 

or visit www.hiawatha.com 

to see how you can succeed 

with Hiawatha Log Homes!
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The Black Fork is the perfect answer for those wishing to build an affordable vacation 
home or downsize from their existing one. It features the inviting open-concept great 
room with timbered cathedral ceiling and fireplace; first-floor laundry and mud room; 
and spacious open loft. Plus, the covered front porch and extensive windows offer a 
great view inside or out! Visit this model open daily Monday through Saturday. For 
more information or to order our Portfolio of floor plans and Planning Guide for $10, 
call 800-368-1015. HochstetlerLogHomes.com

Hochste

Black Fork
1095 sq.ft.

1 BR/ 1 BA

DINING

10'1 x 14'4
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The McKay offers those features that make log homes so warm and inviting. The 
open-concept great room with large timbered roof system and large stone fireplace; 
kitchen with step-saving adjoining laundry and 1/2 bath; master bedroom with bath 
large enough for that hot tub; and the conveniently-located dining room leading out 
to the gabled sunroom and rear deck. Visit this model open daily Monday through 
Saturday. For more information or to order our Portfolio of floor plans and Planning 
Guide for $10, call 800-368-1015. HochstetlerLogHomes.com.
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17'x13'10"
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2007 sq.ft.

3 BR/ 2 1/2 BA
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1-877-567-2202
JEREMIAH JOHNSON

LOG HOMES

✓4 Bed, 2 Bath Plan

✓Post & Beam

✓Log Package Only

✓Handcrafted

24'-0"
24'-0"

2
5

'-
0

"

Own “Your” Cabin Today!

“MASSIVE” WESTERN RED CEDAR LOGS
II

✓2 Bed, 2 Bath, Loft Plan

✓Flared End Character Logs

✓Northern White Cedar

II
“HANDCRAFTED” NORTHERN  

WHITE CEDAR

SEE MORE PLANS AT  www.LiveinLog.com

“FREE”

WITH LOG 
PURCHASE

STOCK
PLANS

per sq. ft.$68$99,K= PLUS SHIPPING 
& RE-SET COST

per sq. ft.$66$79,K= PLUS SHIPPING 
& RE-SET COST
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GREAT ROOM
DINING

ROOM

KITCHEN

DECK
DECK

MASTER
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M BATHENTRY
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BREEZEWAY
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Lakeview
With ample cathedral ceiling and open 

living space, the Lakeview plan feels much 

larger than its appointed 3,200 square 

feet. The layout is perfect for entertaining 

and the abundant deck space and prow 

glass make it ideal for taking in any view.

Bedrooms: 3  

Baths: 2 1/2 

Square Footage: 2,600 

Package Price: Call for prices

Katahdin Cedar Log Homes
P.O. Box 145
Oakfield ME 07763
800-845-4533
email: info@katahdincedarloghomes.com
www.katahdincedarloghomes.com

First Floor

Second Floor
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Lafayette I
Cape Style, 1,484 square feet, 3 Bedrooms/2 Baths

Call (800) 343-8928  

for more details or for 

pricing with descrip-

tion of products.

Traditional LOK-N-LOGS Homes

Hunts Mountain Lodge
Cape Style, 2,950 square feet, 3 Bedrooms/2.5 Baths

�

�

7898 State Highway 12, Sherburne, NY 13460 800-343-8928 E: lnlinfo@loknlogs.com www.loknlogs.com

We Ofer the Best Warranty in the Industry! A log home should last 

forever. Lok-N-Logs thinks your warranty should too! Call for details on our 

Lifetime Transferable Warranty against wood digesting insects and wood rot!

Welcome Home!

Check out Lok-N-Logs 

on Facebook and see 

photos of our new ‘tiny 

house’ Travel-Log model.
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3250 Highway 93 S., Kalispell MT 59901

DELIVERING NATIONWIDE SINCE 1976

Total Area: 1,993 SQFT
with optional lower level: 3,814 SQFT

Package Price: Call For Prices

MLH-034
Montana Log Homes specializes in handcrafting unique, quality, log homes, lodges, and commercial 

projects. Full-length, dead-standing, lodgepole pine or Englemann spruce is hand-peeled for that 

original log home look, and hand-tooled for precision joinery. Log sizes of 12 inches, 14 inches, 

and 16 inches are standard, with larger log sizes available on request. Your choice of Scandinavian 

full-scribe or chink style construction. Log package quotes will include delivery and reassembly by 

our experienced crew. Contact us for a copy of our plan book, DVD or video or visit our website at 

WWW.MONTANALOGHOMES.COM/LHL

FIRST FLOOR OPTIONAL LOWER LEVELSECOND FLOOR
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Liberty Log Cabins
417-531-5729
www.logs.net 

New Location: Southern Missouri

Friends and Family Plan
A view from every room! Our 10-inch pre-cut cedar and Pella 
aluminum clad low-E windows and doors provide superior 
efficiency and low maintenance. Custom planning and on-site 
technical assistance for your log start are included with every 
log home package. 

Bedrooms: 2
Office: 1
Baths: 2
Square Footage: 1,852

Liberty 
Log Cabins

THE RETREAT
3 Bedrooms,  2 Baths,  2,423 Square Feet
 
This Bucks County hand-crafted Timberlake log home has 

large hewn wall logs up to 23” tall and features a SIPS and 

and tenon exposed joinery is featured 

Second Floor First Floor

LOG AND TIMBER FRAME HOMES
There is little in this world more satisfying than an extraordinary living 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 800-247-4442  
www.HEARTHSTONEHOMES.com
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Chestnut Mountain
1,717 Sq Ft.  •  2 Bed  •  2.5 Bath

First Floor

Second Floor

1.800.962.4734
Jimbarnalog.com

Jimbarnatimberframe.com
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Total Living Area ...................................................................................1,600 sq ft
Total Covered Porch ............................................................................. 1,076 sq ft

G E O R G I A
EASTERN SALES OFFICE  MODEL HOME

14378 Hwy 515 N, Ellijay, GA 30536  

1-800-918-6881 

T E X A S
HEADQUARTERS SALES MANUFACTURING MODEL HOME

8405 US Hwy 259 N, Longview, TX 75605  

1-800-777-7288

U T A H
WESTERN SALES OFFICE MANUFACTURING DISPLAY OFFICE 

911 E. Hwy 89 N, Gunnison, UT 84634  

1-888-882-4645

satterwhiteloghomes.com

The Birchwood
1,600 square feet of living area 

3 bedrooms/2 baths 

GABLE PORCH
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COVENTRY LOG HOMES INC.

108 South Court St.
Woodsville, NH 03785
Phone: 800-308-7505; 603-747-8177
Fax: 603-747-3340
Email: info@coventryloghomes.com
Website: coventryloghomes.com
Product Info: FREE 84 Page Planning Guide, 

Price List & DVD
www.coventryloghomes.com to view online.

The most meaningful way to shop is to compare the overall quality, value, package 
contents and price. When choosing a log home company, you also should consider 
service, experience and reputation. We have made it easier to compare by offering 
a log wall package, shell package and our all-inclusive complete package. We are an 
American owned company and members of the Log & Timber Homes Council, the 
New Hampshire Better Business Bureau and an Energy Star Partner. Visit us online 
at www.coventryloghomes.com to view pictures and plans.

 pre-cut

 quick and easy construction

4 Series to Choose From
 The sky is the limit on these floor plans. The components  
 we use in this series 
 are second to none.

High quality and cost effective design. These plans are  
 designed to make the best use of materials.

Cost effective package. Structurally sound logs that may have 
 imperfections in appearance help make this series our most affordable package. 

An excellent choice for the weekend getaway  
 without the cost of a full-fledged home.

SEE OUR ADS!

PAGES

6-7,
86-87

DISCOVERY DREAM HOMES

4 McCloskey Road
RR#7 Peterborough, ON K9J 6X8 Canada
Phone: 866-395-5647, 705-295-LOGS(5647)
Fax: (702) 295-5648
Email: info@discoverydreamhomes.com
Website: discoverydreamhomes.com

At Discovery Dream Homes we strive to be different. We are a unique and 
innovative home company. Not just in the manufacturing of your dream home, but 
throughout your whole home building experience.
 We have been building homes for over twenty-fi ve years, yet at Discovery Dream 
Homes we don’t measure experience in years, we measure it with the relationships 
crafted between thousands of happy homeowners and our proud team members. 
Not only have we been building homes throughout North America, we are no 
strangers to exporting worldwide. Our expertise has been called upon for many of 
the commercial projects we have had the honor of participating in.
 Visit discoverydreamhomes.com for more information.

CORNER DETAILS

GOLDEN EAGLE LOG HOMES INC.

4421 Plover Road
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494
Phone: 800-270-5025
Email: info@goldeneagleloghomes.com
Website: goldeneagleloghomes.com
Product Info: Plan Book, 75 pages, Free

Golden Eagle Log Homes makes it easier to buy a log home with our custom archi-
tectural design and builder service.  Our “Complete” package makes Golden Eagle 
a one-stop shop.  We include professionally designed kitchen & bath cabinets, the 
fi replace, stone, mantle, plumbing fi xtures, interior doors, trim, etc. and we have 
unlimited choices too!

In today’s market, you want to buy from a company who will be there for you.  We 
are a family owned company founded in 1966 with over 5,000 homes sold in 49 
states and Canada.  

We purchase in bulk and pass the savings onto you.  We are also the manufacturer.  
We offer full and half log styles with size options of 6”, 8”, 10” and 12”.

We offer traditional full log, high performance insulated R-31 full log, insulated 
half log, and decorative exposed beam timber frame homes.  Our logs are kiln-dried 
and third party inspected.  

We offer smooth logs, peeled logs, and hand-hewn logs.  We have more choices 
too, so let your imagination run wild!

We care about you and your new custom home; beginning from the time we start 
the design, continuing throughout your build, and lasting through the warranty 
after the sale.  Your satisfaction is our main priority at Golden Eagle Log Homes. 

We invite you to visit the Nation’s fi nest log home facility.  Come tour our profes-
sionally decorated model home and “Idea Center” showroom.  Take a walk through 
our state-of-the-art manufacturing plant and dry-kiln.  Your dreams will become 
your reality with Golden Eagle Log Homes.   

SEE OUR 
AD!

PAGES

10-11

SEE OUR 
AD!

PAGE

19
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Hochstetler Milling Ltd. with a long heritage of quality products and fi ne Amish craftsmanship, has 
grown steadily since its inception in 1986. Our Buy Mill-Direct and Save operation has enabled custom-
ers to save substantially and make their dream of owning a quality log home an affordable reality. 
 It all starts with our forestry management. This combined with our own sawing, kiln drying and 
log home milling operation, gives us complete quality control of materials, surpassed by none. You 
can choose from premium-quality, milled logs in three profi les; D-logs, double-round and square in 
various sizes from 6x6 through 9x12. Most sizes are available in dovetail, saddle-notch and butt-and-
pass comers. Species available are eastern white pine, northern white cedar, western red cedar and 
cypress with fi nished surfaces that include planed smooth, rough-sawn, hand-hewn and hand peeled. 
Our post and beam structural timbers for the loft and roof system are dense free of heart center # 1 
Douglas fi r; simply the best that money can buy. Hybrid timber homes with exterior siding or “half-
logs” are also available.
 Our packages can be as complete as you want, from logs only to virtually everything you need to 
build a log home. There’s no need to shop around when you can “one stop” shop at Hochstetler. For 
the products we don’t make ourselves, we partner with trusted companies like Andersen Windows® 
and Therma-Tru Doors® to supply you with only the best building components. A step-by-step con-
struction manual is provided with each package.
 Our outstanding quality does not stop with the building materials; it is stressed in every aspect 
of our business. For instance, we have experienced designers that will meet with you and transform 
your dream into a well planned, energy-effi cient home. Or if you prefer, choose from one of our 45 
plus fl oor plans and have our designers modify them to suit your needs. As members of the Log Home 
Council and their certifi ed grading program, only the fi nest logs and timbers are selected for your log 
package. This coupled with our 10 year limited warranty, and the fact that we are a fi rst and second-
generation family owned business offers you outstanding peace of mind. 
  Feel free to visit us at www.hochstetlerloghomes.com or better yet, personally visit our two furnished 

models the “McKay and Blackfork” and see the quality for yourself. They are open Monday through Friday 

9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Saturday 9:00a.m. to 2:00p.m.

HOCHSTETLER MILLING LTD.

552 Hwy. 95
Loudonville, OH 44842
Phone: 800-368-1015 (free brochure); 

419-368-0004 (information, free estimate)
Fax: 419-368-6080
Website: hochstetlerloghomes.com

SEE OUR 
AD!
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HEARTHSTONE INC

1630 E. Highway 25/700
Dandridge, NY 37725
Phone: 800-247-4442
Fax: 865-397-9262
Email: sales2@hearthstonehomes.com
Website: hearthstonehomes.com
Product Info: FREE Hearthstone Brochure, 
       Call or Email

Founded in 1971, Hearthstone has manufactured and delivered more than 5,000 log 
home packages in the United States and overseas. Our homes are marketed direct 
and through a network of independent representatives throughout the country. 
 The logs are squared, hewn and chamfered to retain the look and appeal of the 
traditional Appalachian dovetail style of log home construction. The standard log 
sizes begin at 6-by-12 inch in lengths up to 40 feet and the other handcrafted op-
tions that range in size up to 8-by-22 inch.
 Hearthstone is the only manufacturer to offer HeartDried™ timbers. 
HeartDried™ is long-length, vacuum-dried timbers. Drying in a vacuum makes all 
the difference. In a vacuum, moisture exits the log at a lower temperature and at a 
faster rate than in a conventional kiln. The moisture content throughout the logs 
and timbers can be reduced to a meaningful level. The vacuum chamber is large 
and is designed to dry large timbers. The drying process within the chamber itself is 
highly complex, automated and computerized. Our approach is to dry to near the 
equilibrium moisture content, which will minimize shrinkage and settling as much 
as possible. When you buy vacuum-dried timbers from Hearthstone, you will invest 
in clearly understandable specifi cations such as moisture content throughout the 
logs and timbers.
 As always, Hearthstone is your leader in innovation, quality and commitment to 
the customer. We never quit searching for popular, practical, affordable product de-
sign and technology improvements. You can’t really get to know us, or our homes, 
by looking at catalogs or the website. Call us. Come and visit us. We’ll show you 
through our owner’s personal home.
 To schedule a home tour, and for free literature, simply call 800-247-4442 and 
ask to speak to a professional project manager.

HIAWATHA LOG HOMES

1630 E. Highway 25/700
Dandridge, NY 37725
Phone: 800-247-4442
Fax: 865-397-9262
Email: sales2@hearthstonehomes.com
Website: hearthstonehomes.com
Product Info: FREE Hearthstone Brochure, 
Call or Email

SEE OUR 
AD!
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You control the design as you work side-by-side with Hiawatha’s award winning in-
house design department that uses the latest ArchiCAD® custom architectural design 
program to accurately and effi ciently engineer your fl oorplan and structure the de-
tailed cuts of your new log home. Centered in the Hiawatha National Forest, on the 
beautiful shore of Lake Superior, in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, Hiawatha Log 
Homes has been designing custom log homes since 1983.
 Northern White Cedar or Red Pine
Log Profi les in 12”, 10” or 8” diameters; All species are graded and stamped by Tim-
ber Products Inspection Agency and are available in Swedish Cope, Double T&G, and 
full round profi les.  Additionally, Hiawatha offers several accents to all of our diame-
ters and profi les.  Our popular Hand Hewn Accent provides the look of a handcrafted 
home, and the kiln dried structural dependability of a milled product.  Our D-Log not 
only showcases the natural beauty of the wood, but also allows for a fl at surface on 
the interior of the home, either the entire interior or as desired feature walls.  All 
corners are saddle notched increasing the structural integrity of the wall system while 
maintaining the aesthetic quality of a fi nely crafted home.
 Northern White Cedar or Northern Red Pine 
Your logs are graded and stamped by Timber Products Inspections. Choose between a 
12”, 10” or 8” diameter log of either red pine or white cedar. Each log is “winter cut” 
and kiln dried for unsurpassed quality and dimensional stability, a technique that is 
unmatched in the industry and exceeds national building codes.  
 Time-Tested and Proven Log Profi les
Hiawatha offers a Scandinavian Full Scribe Profi le, which provides for a tight, per-
manent fi t, your wall log systems are custom milled with a Swedish Cope Profi le and 
Saddle-Notched Corner System to provide lifelong durability and water resistance.  
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JEREMIAH JOHNSON LOG HOMES LLC

1501 County Road 308
PO Box 141
Dumont, CO 80436
Website: LiveInLog.com
Contact: Dennis Anderson, General Manager
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Jeremiah Johnson Log Homes is the country’s premier handcrafted post and beam, 
timber frame and log home manufacturer. We pride ourselves in building not just 
a log home, but rather a warm and inviting residence tailored to your individual 
needs and personality. By utilizing fi ve species of old growth timber, our homes are 
embellished with unique character features so each and every home we build is a 
unique work of art.
 As a manufacturer, designer and general contractor, Jeremiah Johnson Log 
Homes understands the complexities of building in remote, breath taking and often 
diffi cult environments. Our general contracting division has been constructing turn-
key log homes for over two decades. In addition, we provide technical consultation 
for all of our customers and their builders nationwide. It is also our policy to set 
each and every log package that we create.
 Jeremiah Johnson Log Homes is much more than a log home manufacturer and 
builder. We work with you from start to fi nish by providing the guidance you may 
need such as Plan Development, Engineering, Financing, and Permitting. We can 
also recommend reputable builders in your area to partner with our team.
 Whether you need a small cabin in the woods or a large commercial facility, the 
seasoned experts at Jeremiah Johnson Log Homes will make your dream a reality.  
We invite you to view our extensive log home plan and photo gallery at www.
LiveInLog.com. If your plans include a trip to Colorado, make sure to visit our dis-
tinctive, handcrafted, Western Red Cedar model home located 45 minutes west of 
Denver on I-70 in Dumont.
 Call us today at 877-567-2202 and thanks in advance for making us part of your 
legacy. If Not Now…..When?  

HONEST ABE LOG HOMES INC.

9995 Clay County Highway
Moss, TN 38575
Phone: 800-231-3695; 931-258-3648
Fax: 931-258-3397
Email: info@honestabe.com
Website: honestabe.com
Contact: Josh Beasley, President
Product Info: Catalog, $10.00
Year Established: 1979

Honest Abe Log Homes sells, manufactures and builds log homes and timber frame 
homes. Each log or timber frame home is pre-cut, notched and numbered using 
modern, state-of-the-art manufacturing facilities. These precut packages or kits are 
shipped throughout the United States and the world.
 Honest Abe has been in the log home business since 1979, but it has been in-
volved in the wood products and sawmill business since 1970. Many years of expe-
rience and thousands of homes completed make Honest Abe a very dependable 
company. Homes are marketed throughout the world through direct salespeople 
and a network of independent dealers. Four company-owned sales models aid in 
the direct sales process.

 Variations of four log systems are offered: original chinked, milled D, round 
and genesis. These systems provide a combination of square or round log look or 
log on-log look and come completely precut, notched and numbered.
 Log lengths vary up to 16-foot lengths. Log sizes are 6-by-10-inch, 6-by-12-inch, 
8-by-8-inch, 6-by-6-inch or 10-inch round with saddlenotch corners. All logs are kiln- 
dried, graded and stamped to meet national grading standards.
 Doors and windows, subfl oor, second-story beams and tongue-and-groove, 
roofs, porch or deck materials, interior trim, interior doors and interior tongue-
and-groove make a very complete package.
 Honest Abe will contract to build the log home to a dry-in stage within certain 
distances of the national headquarters. Independent dealers are available in many 
different parts of the nation to provide construction services from dry-ins to com-
plete turn-key construction.
 Call or write for a free brochure or to order our large color catalog. Visit our 
website at www.honestabe.com to learn when and where we have our next log 
home tour, log raising demonstration or construction school. Call our toll-free num-
ber to register or inquire about additional information.
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JIM BARN LOG & TIMBER HOMES

400 Bear Creek Rd.
Oneida, TN 37841
Phone: 800-962-4734
Fax: 423-569-1686
Email: info@jimbarna.com
Website: jimbarna.com
Product Info: Home Planning & Resource Guide, $10

Jim Barna Log and Timber Homes is one of the largest and most innovative log 
home manufacturers in the United States. Our founder, Jim Barna, shaped the 
landscape of today’s log home and market. More than thirty-five years ago, he 
started the trend of milling the logs to specific, uniform tolerances and joining 
them together with interlocking saddle-notch corners and tongue-and-grove walls 
to keep the structures weather-tight and the logs straight.
 Since then, Jim Barna Log and Timber Homes has developed multiple log sys-
tems that provide innovation, integrity and ease of construction. Graded logs, kiln 
drying, pre-cutting, profiled corner notches, log adhesive and log screw assembly 
make Jim Barna Log and Timber Homes substantially stronger and more energy-
efficient than many other log walls on the market. The result is a home that will 
remain comfortable and beautiful for generations.
 Our goal is to help you get the house you want. We have many standard plans 
any of which can be modified to better suit your lifestyle. If need be we can design 
a custom home for you based on the criteria you provide. Our drafting department 
and design center will work with you to create the home you’ve always dreamed of.
 Jim Barna Log and Timber Homes also provides a free, one-day seminar for log 
home enthusiasts designed to provide the essentials you’ll need to make informed 
log home decisions. You’ll get a first-hand look at the products and services offered 
to all potential Jim Barna Log and Timber Homes customers. Our representatives 
provide information on all aspects of our log home product lines and construction 
procedures. We can assist you in bringing your vision into reality and never rush 
you into making a purchase decision. Plus you will get to tour some beautiful Jim 
Barna Log and Timber Homes!
 With over 40 years of selling tradition, experience and many homes across 
America and around the world, Jim Barna Log and Timber Homes has the experi-
ence, the products and the services you need to turn your dreams into your dream 
home.
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LOG HOME OUTFITTERS

Log Home Outfi tters was founded on the belief that high quality log and timber 
frame homes can be delivered to our clients at a reasonable cost without giving up 
on quality and service. We realized there is a need in our industry to supply clients 
with the means to realize their dreams. We provide our clients with the tools to cre-
ate their dreams that would be only limited by their imagination.
 Log Home Outfi tters offers our customers many different products to choose 
from. We offer (12) different solid log profi les to choose, (5) different log siding 
with full matching corners, handcrafted log homes, and timber framing as well!
 Check us out and you will see the difference that Log Home Outfi tters makes 
with each of our clients, both in quality and in price!

Corporate Sales Offi ce
4489 Clara Louise Ct.,
Saline, MI 48176
Phone: 877-944-LOGS (5647)
Fax: 734-944-1578
Email: sales@loghomeoutfi tters.com
Website: loghomeoutfi tters.com
Contact: John Kacic, Dir of Sales/Marketing
Northern Regional Sales Offi ce: 877-944-LOGS (5647)
Southern Regional Sales Offi ce: 877-474-LOGS (5647)
Canadian Sales Offi ce: 519-427-6401
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LIBERTY LOG CABINS

Phone: 417-531-5729
Website: logs.net
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Liberty Log Cabins features include:
Our exclusive corner has the look of a full saddlenotch corner, while providing the structural 
integrity of a double mortise-and-tenon (as in fine cabinet joinery). Liberty Log Cabins fea-
tures 10-inch pre-cut cedar in a modified Swedish cope style log. A flat, Appalachian style 
profile is also available.

 (A) Our exclusive corner has the look of a full saddlenotch corner, while providing  
 the structural integrity of a double mortise-and-tenon (as in fine cabinet joinery).

 (B)  All horizontal and vertical log joints are double-air-and-moisture sealed utiliz  
 ing ButyLog. This system creates an air-tight, permanent seal without need for   
 caulk or chink.

 (C)  Log courses and corner joints are secured with Assy fasteners. 

 (D)  Cedar window and door bucks with aluminum T-channel allows for all move  
 ment, both expansion and contraction. 

Why Cedar?
Liberty Log Cabins uses cedar exclusively for several important reasons. Cedar has less 
checking, settling and shrinking than common pine and spruce and has one and a half times 
the insulation value of pine, spruce and other white wood. Cedar is naturally resistant to 
insects, rot and decay. No chemicals or pesticides needed. Cedar weighs two thirds of pine, 
one half of oak or cypress, therefore construction is easier and faster. Liberty Log Cabins 
offers cedar logs at prices competitive with pine, spruce and other white woods. Volume 
purchasing, mill-direct sales and no dealer network add up to lower net pricing. Freight is 
four percent nationwide.

The basic package includes: 
10-inch pre-cut cedar logs (also available for upper level in most plans), log siding, seal and 
fastening systems, and Eagle windows and doors (windows and doors are low-E, double-pane 
aluminum-clad wood in a choice of 50 colors). Design work, construction blueprints and 
twenty hour onsite technical assistance are also included.

KATAHDIN CEDAR LOG HOMES

PO Box 145
Oakfi eld, ME 04763
Phone: 800-845-4533, 207-757-8278
Fax: 207-757-8268
Email: info@kathadincedarloghomes.com
Website: kathadincedarloghomes.com
Contact: Dennis Anderson, General Manager
Product Info: Corporate Catalog, $18 hard copy or Free Online

Katahdin Cedar Log Homes was founded in 1973 with a single vision in mind: 
produce the highest quality log homes in the most efficient and responsible way 
possible. Today our small Maine business is the largest cedar log home producer 
in North America, with over 75 dealerships across the United States; however, our 
vision still remains the same. Our expert staff, in-house design team, and nation-
wide dealer network will guide you through every step in the process, from concept 
and design through construction.
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MONTANA LOG HOMES

3250 Highway 93 S.
Kalispell, MT 59901
Phone: 406-752-2992 
Fax: 406-257-7014
Email: info@montanaloghomes.com
Website: montanaloghomes.com
Contact: Brad Neu, Owner
Product Info: Plan Guide, 60 pages, $10; 
      17-minute DVD, $10; Both, $15
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Montana Log Homes has specialized in unique, custom handcrafted log homes since 
1975. Owners James Bachofner and Brad Neu have built the company’s outstanding 
reputation using the Scandinavian Cope, full scribe, style of construction. We harvest 
dead and dying logs from the prime timber ranges of Montana, then hand peel, scribe 
and notch each natural log into your one-of-a-kind log home. Montana Log Homes 
also offers chink-style construction and milled two side, dovetail packages.
 Montana Log Homes’ in-house design and drafting service will create a home that 
refl ects the personality, lifestyle, and dreams of the homeowner. Clients are offered full 
length, dry seasoned lodgepole pine, spruce or cedar logs in sizes ranging from 12-inch 
base diameter on up to 24-inch and larger if desired.
 Your log home will be constructed entirely in Montana Log Homes’ assembly yard in 
Kalispell, Montana. The logs are then numbered, disassembled and transported to your 
home site where they are assembled by our experienced logsmiths. The team will also 
cut and key the door and window openings and provide onsite technical assistance to 
the home-owner or contractor.
 Log package prices vary depending on design, log size and destination so please call 
or email for a free price quote.
 Montana Log Homes, where our previous clients are our best sales representatives!

LOG HOME OUTLET INC.

P.O. Box 1703
Idaho Falls, ID 83403-1703
Phone: 888-564-7462 (888-LOGSINC); 208-542-2772
Fax: 208-535-0343
Email: sales@loghomeoutlet.com
Website: loghomeoutlet.com 
Year Established: 1999 SEE OUR 
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Log Home Outlet offers some of the most affordable log home packages in the 
world. Our log packages are so simple to construct that many customers choose to 
build their own. We offer random length, pre-cut, and full length milled log home 
packages. The majority of the packages we provide utilize the affordable random 
length system. Random lengths make the log kit easy to assemble. Just about any log 
can be used anywhere in the home. This system saves time by not having to search 
through heavy bundles of logs trying to fi nd the one log you need. Another benefi t 
is that random lengths make it possible to make minor changes to your home after 
the logs arrive (which happens more often than not). 
 We use the driest of logs to make our homes. The majority of the logs we offer 
have a moisture content below 15 percent. Our logs are cut from standing dead 
timbers that have dried naturally before being harvested from the forest or they 
have been air-dried for several years. A truly dry log such as ours will settle less than 
a kiln-dried or a green-log home. In order to ensure quality, our logs are graded to 
strict Timber Product Inspection (TPI) requirements.  

LOK-N-LOGS INC.
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Lok-N-Logs Inc. markets its precut log home packages through a nationwide dealer 
network and a main offi ce/models complex.
 In 1992, Lok-N-Logs became the fi rst log home manufacturer committed to pres-
sure treating all log components with sodium borate, an EPA-registered preserva-
tive.
 We offer the industry’s fi rst transferable lifetime warranty against damage to 
your log components by wood-digesting insects or decay. Sodium borate will not 
change the wood’s natural appearance, has no unpleasant odors and provides pro-
tection for logs without potentially hazardous solvents.
 Using plantation-grown red pine harvested in the managed forests of upstate 
New York, Lok-N-Logs saws, peels, kiln dries, sodium borate pressure treats and 
fully pre-cuts your log home components. Lok-N-Logs extensively pre-cuts their log 
packages resulting in substantial construction cost savings (and great fi tting joints). 
Exterior profi les of a Lok-N-Logs home carry their signature Rustic Peeled profi le. 
Interior choices include our rustic-peeled profi le (traces of cambium give the logs an 
authentic peeled look), or a more contemporary fl at face.
 Wall logs are a 6” high by 8-12” width Log interface consists of a 1/2-by-2-inch 
single tongue-and-groove, with a 2-inch wide, closed-cell gasket, sealed with an 
internal bead of caulk. Log corners are butt and pass with precut mortise-and-tenon 
joints with relief grooves, gasket and caulk. Lok-N-Logs can supply from a basic log 
only package to a more complete shell-in materials package. Lok-N-Logs is a mem-
ber of NAHB and the Log Homes Council. Visit our website to download our PDF 
catalog and pricelist. Check out Lok-N-Logs on Facebook and see photos of our new 
‘tiny house’ travel log model.

P.O. Box 677
State Highway 12, Sherburne, NY 13460
Phone: 800-343-8928, 607-674-4447
Fax: 607-674-6433
Email: lnlinfo@loknlogs.com
Website: loknlogs.com
Product Info: Full Catalog, PDF Download, Free

Available for download at loknlogs.com
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SATTERWHITE LOG HOMES

Founded in 1974, Satterwhite Log Homes harvests standing dead timber and manufac-
tures it into dry, stable house logs in a variety of sizes and profi les. Satterwhite logs have 
a 17 percent or lower moisture content for stability and a simplifi ed construction system.
 Satterwhite manufactures and warehouses tongue-and-groove decking, log siding, 
timbers to 33 feet in  length and an array of tongue-and-groove lumber paneling for 
interior walls and ceilings.
 Because Satterwhite Log Homes is an independent family-owned business involved in 
every phase of the log  industry—from harvesting to manufacturing and custom build-
ing—there are no middlemen or franchise fees to drive up costs. 
 Satterwhite offers custom shell construction in nine southern states, but offers mate-
rials sales throughout North America, the Far East and Europe. Sales, warehousing and 
construction services are located at Satterwhite’s headquarters in Longview, Texas.  
 Satterwhite is currently constructing two new model homes at our Longview, Texas 
headquarters. These homes may be toured during normal offi ce hours. The company 
also maintains a mill and sales offi ce in Gunnison, Utah. The Mountain Laurel, one of Sat-
terwhite’s Mountain Inspiration fl oor plans, serves as both model home and sales offi ce 
in Ellijay, Georgia. 
 Our 96-page brochure and plan book offers 35 stock fl oor plans. The new Mountain 
Inspirations brochure features 9 new fl oor plans suitable for mountainous building sites. 
However, our onsite design service is ready to assist in custom designs. We offer one of 
the most comprehensive material packages on the market.
 Our 39 years of custom log home construction experience brings a level of quality 
which is unsurpassed in the industry.

8405 U.S. Highway 259 N. 
Longview, TX 75605
Phone: 800-777-7288, 903-663-1729
Fax: 903-663-1721
Eastern Division: 800-918-6881
Western Division: 888-882-4645
Email: info@satterwhiteloghomes.com
Website: satterwhiteloghomes.com
Product Info: Catalog & DVD, $15.00
Year Established: 1974
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ORIGINAL LOG CABIN HOMES LTD.

The legacy of the American log home — beauty, simplicity, and quality natural ma-
terials — has been brought up to date with the latest in technology and design. 
That’s the essence of an Original Log Cabin Homes, Ltd.  
 In 1987 our company started in Rocky Mount, North Carolina with one simple 
goal: To manufacture the best log homes in the world. 
 From Cabins to Castles, The Original Log Cabin Homes manufactures log homes 
in a variety of species including Eastern White Pine, Bald Cypress, White Cedar, Red 
Cedar and more using log sizes up to 12 inches. Rest assure that The Original Log 
Cabin Homes can produce your dream home that compliments your needs, tastes 
and desires.
 With our roots fi rmly planted in the American tradition of log home living, 
Original Log Cabin Homes has developed a worldwide reputation for quality, in-
novation, and service. That’s why you’ll fi nd Original Log Cabin Homes all over the 
United States and in more than 50 countries around the world!

P.O. Drawer 1457, 513 Keen St.
Rocky Mount, NC 27802
Phone: 800-562-2246; 252-454-1500
Fax: 252-454-1550
Email: info@logcabinhomes.com
Website: logcabinhomes.com
Year Established: 1987 SEE OUR AD!
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NATURAL ELEMENTS HOMES LLC

For an easy, exciting, and rewarding experience…Natural Element Homes!

The process of planning, designing, and building a home should not be diffi cult 
and stressful. Instead, you should have a pleasurable and memorable experience. 
But, if you are not an expert, you can easily fall prey to unscrupulous people whose 
primary concern is themselves. It’s ashamed that some folks take advantage of their 
fellow man, but the world is full of people like that. We gently and confi dently 
lead our customers through the maze associated with building a new home. We 
guide them along the path. We protect them and provide for them. We become 
their trusted friend. We’ve done this thousands of times, and we know the route 
and what lies around each corner. Our customers are comforted by our expertise, 
and they welcome and rely on our guidance. Our focus is on YOU! After all, it’s 
YOUR dream!

For a home that’s not like everyone else’s…Natural Element Homes!

People who choose a Natural Element Home want something different, a home 
that is a notch above the usual cookie-cutter design and refl ects their taste and 
lifestyle. We help you create a home that is uniquely you. You can start with a home 
plan from our vast library, or we can start your design from scratch, borrowing in-
spiration from our portfolio of home designs. 

2531 Decatur Pike
Athens, TN 37303
Phone: 800-970-CABIN; 270-682-4136
Email: info@naturalelementhomes.com
Website: naturalelementhomes.com
Contact: Robert Lambert, Owner & President
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SOUTHLAND LOG HOMES

P.O. Box 1668; 7521 Broad River Road
Irmo, SC 29063-1668
Phone: 800-641-4754
Fax: 803-781-5128
Email: info@southlandloghomes.com
Website: southlandloghomes.com
Product Info: Southland Log Homes

     Planning Guide, $10

Southland Log Homes has a strong commitment to personal service, and bringing 
your log home dream to reality. That is the cornerstone that has guided Southland 
Log Homes to the top of the log homes industry. With over thirty years of experi-
ence in custom designing log home fl oor plans, Southland continues to set the 
pace. Combining the traditional values of outdoor living with the latest advances 
in construction and technology all add up to Southland Log Homes being able to 
offer you the best quality and the best features for the best prices. Come visit one of 
our fully furnished models and see why Southland Log Homes is America’s favorite 
log home company.

Sales Offi ce Locations:
Birmingham, AL; Interstate 65 at Exit #246
Atlanta, GA; Interstate 20 at Exit #88
Macon, GA; Interstate 75 at Exit #149
Louisville, KY; Interstate 64 at Exit #32
Baton Rouge, LA; Interstate 10 at Exit #177
Charlotte, NC; Interstate 77 at Exit #36
Greensboro, NC; Inter. 40/85 at Exit #135
Columbia, SC; Interstate 26 at Exit #101B
Greenville, SC; Interstate 85 at Exit #40
Memphis, TN; Interstate 40 at Exit #20
Nashville, TN; Interstate 24 at Exit #64
Houston, TX; Interstate 45 at Exit #91
San Antonio, TX; Interstate Highway 35 N. at mile marker 172
Christiansburg, VA; Inter. 81 at Exit #118C
Fredericksburg, VA; Inter. 95 at Exit #130B
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TIMBER BLOCK

30 YEAR HISTORY
More than 30 years of construction history, tradition and integrity are engrained in 
the team at Timber Block. Timber Block’s parent company was established as a fam-
ily business in 1977. Success thrived on customer satisfaction, making satisfaction 
our number one goal.

TECHNOLOGY
R-30/R-36 Insulated logs - No Settling or Shrinkage. A log home built for the stan-
dards of today and tomorrow. Concerned about new building codes or Confused 
about Thermal Mass?  Timber Block’s insulation system beats all current and pro-
posed insulation building codes. True stacked construction without the settling and 
shrinking, featuring revolutionary R-30 or R-36 insulation, is standard in every Tim-
ber Block home.

BUILD IN HOURS, NOT WEEKS
PANELIZED SYSTEM
Timber Block’s panelized building system allows for your home’s walls to be built in 
hours, not weeks or months, alleviating the home owner of the frustration and cost 
due to delays in construction.

OUTSTANDING SERVICE
Timber Block’s National Construction Manager will guide the home owner through 
the building process from meeting the general contractor to delivery of the walls. 
Remember, we work for you!

CUSTOM DESIGN- Floor Plans!
Timber Block’s revolutionary insulated panels can be applied to a variety of designs 
and looks. Timber Block’s professional team can custom build to the home owner’s 
personal specifi cation.

3708 Curlys Fish Camp Road
Hildebran, NC 28612
Phone: 866-929-5647
Fax: 877-261-0518
Email: info@timberblock.com
Website: timberblock.com
Product Info: Free Brochure, Plan Book, $10 SEE OUR 
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TIMBERHAVEN LOG HOMES

Your Dream . . . Our Passion.  It’s not just our tagline.  It’s our foundation for how we 
do business. We love what we do and focus on working closely with our customers 
to provide a complete solution to their log and timber home dreams. We take great 
pride in our products and services and offer only the best in: 

Visit us online or call today for more information.

434A Swartz Road
Lewisburg, PA 17837
Phone: 855-306-5678
Email: info@timberhavenloghomes.com
Website: timberhavenloghomes.com
            loghomedesigncenter.com
Product Info: Free 16-page IntroBrochure, 
      Free Plan Book (over 70 designs), 
      Free Scientifi cally Speaking: The Facts   

         about Kiln-Dried and Engineered Logs
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BUILDER/DEALER BY STATE

ARIZONA

COLORADO

IDAHO

Duncanwoods Log 

& Timber Homes

Ron & Pam Nicolson

16476 S. Carlin Bay Road,

Harrison, Idaho 83833

Toll Free: 877-393-5647

Info@duncanwoodslogtimberhomes.com

www.duncanwoodslogtimberhomes.com

CONNECTICUT

YELLOWSTONE LOG HOMES LLC

Yellowstone Log Homes is America’s log home manufacturer. We are a family-
owned-and-operated business that has been manufacturing quality log homes 
since 1962. We have shipped more than 10,000 log homes to satisfi ed log home 
customers making us one of the worlds largest log home companies. We are able to 
sell to our customers at an affordable price because we purchase entire timber sales 
rather than individual loads of logs like most other companies. Our huge selection 
of dry house logs also enables us to pick the best logs for our customers. 
 Our logs are TPI grade stamped, and are cut either from standing dead timbers, 
or logs which have been naturally dried for up to 5 years. Because of the dryness 
of our logs, our customers experience very little if any settling after the logs are 
erected. We offer milled Swedish cope wall logs, tongue-and-groove D-logs, full 
scribe handcrafted homes, and chink style handcrafted homes. We also offer an in-
house design department to draw your custom log home blue prints, or if you pre-
fer we can modify one of the existing plans from our plan book. We have a brand 
new plan book available for only $10. Our plan book is free to licensed contractors, 
postage is additional. 
 Yellowstone Log Homes sells through a nationwide network of dealers. Contact 
our offi ce in Rigby, Idaho for the dealer nearest you. Dealerships are still available 
in many areas. 

280 N. Yellowstone
Rigby, ID 83442
Phone: 208-745-8108
Fax: 208-745-8525
Email: sales@yellowstoneloghomes.com
Website: yellowstoneloghomes.com
Product Literature: Catalog, 128 pages, $10 SEE OUR 
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WISCONSIN LOG HOMES INC.

NATIONAL DESIGN & BUILD SERVICES:

• DISTINCTIVE LOG & TIMBER PRODUCT SELECTION
The beauty of a Wisconsin Log Home begins with nature’s finest log, timber, and hybrid 
home products.  Each profile is cut to rigid specifications in our state-of-the-art saw-
mill, then hand-peeled by our skilled craftsmen. With our exclusive product selection 
and Thermal-Log™ system, you’re able to create a personalized home that reflects 
your style.

• ARCHITECTURAL PLANNING & DESIGN
Designing a custom home that will fit your needs and budget is critical. Whether you 
start with an existing plan or from scratch, your personal consultant and designer will 
first help you clearly define your design requirements and then tailor each detail to 
your personal needs.   

• NATIONAL TURN-KEY CONSTRUCTION
Whether you use our in-house construction services or want help selecting a builder in 
your area, Wisconsin Log Homes stays involved throughout construction to ensure the 
highest level of quality and satisfaction.

• INTERIOR DESIGN & DECOR 
Our resident Interior Designer works with each client from preliminary planning to 
completion, assisting with finish selections like stain, window cladding, hardware and 
roof colors. We will also generate a furniture layout customized to your plan to make 
sure each room will live up to its expectations before your home is built. Complete 
consultative services include assistance with paint and finish colors, flooring, lighting, 
furnishings, cabinetry, masonry, doors, accessories, and personal help on move-in day.

Log on to www.WisconsinLogHomes.com for…
• Log & Timber Floor Plans
• Video & Photo Galleries
• Founder’s Blog
• FREE Workbook & Design E-newsletters

2390 Pamperin Road
Green Bay, WI 54313
Phone: 800-844-7972
Fax: 920-434-2140
Email: info@wisconsinloghomes.com
Website: wisconsinloghomes.com
Contact: David Janczak, Founder/President
           Nate Janczak, General Manager
Product Info: Architectural Concepts Guide, $10

SEE OUR 
AD!

PAGE

5
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MICHIGAN

HIAWATHA LOG HOMES
CALL TOLL FREE NOW

877-275-9090
or visit

www.hiawatha.com
to connect with your

Local Area Builder/Dealer.

LOG HOME

OUTFITTERS
National Sales Offi ce

Toll Free:
(877) 944-LOGS (5647)

sales@loghomeoutfi tters.com

Visit our website: WWW.LOGHOMEOUTFITTERS.COM

Dealers in U.S.A., Canada & Dominican Republic

Timber Frames - Log Homes - Restoration - Consulting

Chris Doyle  517-404-5685
MasterBuildersSupply@gmail.com
MasterBuilders-inc.com

MINNESOTA

MISSOURI

Liberty Log Cabins
pre-cut cedar logs – custom designs

24 years experience nationwide

www.logs.net  417-531-5729

TIMBERLAND DESIGN

(800) 680-8833 or (636) 391-8833

www.TimberlandDesign.com

Facebook: Timberland Design

YouTube: Timberland Design Custom Homes

Log, Timber Frame, and Custom Home Design

Licensed Architect., AIA, NCARB

Since 1966

Craftworks Log Homes
Joe Rodriguez

Westminster, SC 29693
Phone: 770-641-8736

craftworksloghomes@gmailcom
www.CraftworksLogHomes.com

                        

Authentic Hand-Hewn Log Homes
Traditional Timberframe Homes

 

E-mail: hearthstonehomes@mindspring.com
www.hearthstonegeorgia.com

John Ricketson
120 Carriage Drive
Macon, GA 31210
Office: (877) 662-6135
Fax: (478) 477-6535

Model Shown By Appointment

KENTUCKY

TIMBERLAND DESIGN

(800) 680-8833 or (636) 391-8833

www.TimberlandDesign.com

Facebook: Timberland Design

YouTube: Timberland Design Custom Homes

Log, Timber Frame, and Custom Home Design

Licensed Architect., AIA, NCARB

MAINE

MARYLAND

Monkton Manor
Specialties Inc.

Representative of Appalachian Log Structures

andy@mmsloghomes.com

Andy Cramer

410-977-9453

Also Specializing in all 
Log Home Maintenance 

MASSACHUSETTS

ILLINOIS

Residential and Commercial
“Model Homes in 

Crown Point IN, Varna, IL, 
Grant Park, IL,  &  Lawrence, MI ”
Call for appointment or information

219-663-5555 or www.LUVLOGS.com

TIMBERLAND DESIGN

(800) 680-8833 or (636) 391-8833

www.TimberlandDesign.com

Facebook: Timberland Design

YouTube: Timberland Design Custom Homes

Log, Timber Frame, and Custom Home Design

Licensed Architect., AIA, NCARB

INDIANA

www.broyhillwilesinc.com
317-660-6369 • Noblesville, IN

The Premiere Log and Timber Frame
Building Company

Ward Log Cabins
8071 Burkhart Road
Brookville, IN 47012

765-647-5329
email: dcward765@gmail.com

www.wardlogcabins.com

IOWA

GEORGIA

512 Highway 382 West, Ellijay, GA 30540

(706) 273-7140

www.ModernRusticHomes.com

BUILD
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COLDWELL BANKER 
Heritage Realtors
Indy J. Sumner
937-914-0208

indysumner@coldwellbanker.com

Specializing in listing and selling 
existing LOG HOMES in 

Montgomery, Warren, Greene, Clark, 
Miami, & Clinton Counties of Ohio

OREGON

PENNSYLVANIA

www.somersetloghomes.com
Serving West/Central PA, MD and WV

EXPEDITION

LOG HOMES

Korri & Barry Walker
814-754-5159

CORPORATE OFFICE & MANUFACTURING

434A Swartz Rd.
Lewisburg, PA 17837

855-306-5678 (Toll Free)
www.loghomedesigncenter.com
www.timberhavenloghomes.com

LOG           TIMBER HOMES, LLCand

Authorized Sales 
Representative

TODD FISHER CONSTRUCTION
Todd Fisher
Red Lion, PA

717-244-7048 (O�  ce)
717-676-7881 (Cell)
tfcloghomes@comcast.net
www.todd� sherconstruction.com

RHODE ISLAND

SOUTH CAROLINA

NORTH CAROLINA

www.broyhillwilesinc.com
919-306-9959 • Chapel Hill, NC

The Premiere Log and Timber Frame
Building Company

OHIO

Log & Timber Frame Homes 
Handcrafted Timbers up to 40’
Advanced Technology including Vacuum
Kiln Dried Timbers, Computerized Notching,
Planed Smooth or Hand Hewn & Commercial

Since 1971
Debby Ullman

4974 Wortman Road  Zanesville, OH 43701
740-453-6542  hslogs@bright.net

www.hearthstoneohio.com

MONTANA

NEBRASKA

NEW HAMPSHIRE

O.R. GOOCH & SON
539 Calef Highway, Rte. 125, Epping, NH

(603) 679-8673 - orgooch@myfairpoint.net
Give us a call to schedule a visit to our model home.

www.goochrealloghomes.com

NEW YORK

Authorized Sales 
Representative

LOG CHIPS, LLC
Fred & Deborah Krol
Lower Hudson Valley, Delaware, Ulster, 
Sullivan, Orange & Northern New Jersey

845-988-9622 (Warwick)
845-657-6851 (Shokan)
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WYOMING

CENTENNIAL BUILDERS, LLC.
Model Home in Centennial, WY 

(303) 435-0076 - centennialbuilders@msn.com 
www.cbl-realloghomes.com

CANADA

ONTARIO

1.800.962.4734
JimBarnaTimberframe.com

JimBarnaLog.com

World Headquarters

VERMONT

Roxbury, VT 05669

(802) 485-6177

cedarhms4u@aol.com
Model Home

VIRGINIA

WEST VIRGINIA

WISCONSIN

Karen & Gary Tenfel

262-534-6280
cccloghomes.com

Designing and 
building exceptional

log homes since 1985.

SOUTH DAKOTA

TEXAS

 

 

8405 US Hwy 259N
Longview, TX 75605

(903) 663-1729 
1-800-777-7288

www.satterwhiteloghomes.com          email: info@SLH.net

TENNESSEE

LOG HOMES OF THE

SMOKIES
National Headquarters

6860 East Lamar Alexander Pkwy. 

Townsend, TN 37882

Toll Free: (888) 586-1916

www.LogHomesoftheSmokies.netwww.LogHomesoftheSmokies.net
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800-622-9015
jdubs.com

J. Dub’s

If you’re looking for that superlative 
architectural accent to set your place a 
part from the rest, contact J. Dub’s to 
see what we can do for you. J. Dub’s 
for all your functional and decorative 
metalwork needs. We have done 
custom work for hotels, restaurants, 
offices, resorts, galleries, gated 
communities and more!

ARCHITECTURAL ACCENTS

SEE OUR 
AD!

PAGE

33

800-295-8498
elmirastoveworks.com

Elmira Stove Works

Vintage-styled Northstar appliances 
from Elmira Stove Works are available 
in gas, electric or dual fuel; nine colors… 
ranges, fridges, microwaves, hoods, 
dishwashers. Also available in 1890s 
antique styles. As shown $4,495 MSRP.

FIREPLACES & STOVES

Floe International

Celebrating 32 years in business, Floe 
dock and boat lift systems are the 
easiest to install, level, and remove.

DOCKS

SEE OUR 
AD!

PAGE

68
fl oeintl.com

Pier of D’Nort Corp

Recognized for engineering sturdiness 
and ease of installation by one person 
without getting wet!  See our website 
for the installation video and accessories 
for swimmers and boats.  Shipping 
direct to you.

DOCKS

SEE OUR 
AD!

PAGE

21715-477-3232
pierofdnort.com

Stingray Boats

STINGRAY Boats is privately owned 
and family-run. For over 35 years, 
we’ve focused on quality, not quantity. 
Our line is 18’ – 25’ deck boats, sport 
boats, and cuddies.

BOATS

843-383-4507
info@stingrayboats.com
stingrayboats.com
facebook.com/stingrayboats

800-737-2166
info@mosscreek.net
mosscreek.net

MossCreek

MossCreek homeowners throughout 
the world have come to cherish 
MossCreek’s unique signature style. 
Whether a custom design, or a ready 
to purchase plan, MossCreek has your 
dream home at hand.

DESIGN SERVICES

SEE OUR ADS!
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Littlebranch Farm

We design and make unparalleled cus-
tom rustic furniture, capitalizing on the 
unique qualities found in reclaimed and 
salvaged wood. We’ll walk you through 
the creative process from start to finish. 
From the forest floor, to your home.

LOG HOME FURNITURE

SEE OUR 
AD!

PAGE

16

615-878-6216
kjmaxwell@littlebranchfarm.com
littlebranchfarm.com

Create-A-Bed
Murphy Bed Mechanism

Build your own murphy bed with the 
Create-A-Bed® Murphy Bed Mechanism. 
Dependable do-it-yourself mechanism 
includes step-by-step printed instructions 
and tutorial DVD. You can build a murphy 
bed using basic woodworking skills and 
tools. Toll-free Technical Assistance.

LOG HOME FURNITURE

SEE OUR 
AD!

PAGE

75

877-966-3852
info@wallbed.com
wallbed.com

Big Rock Lanterns

One of the largest, most distinctive 
collections of “Vintage Style” oil 
& electric lanterns and lamps! Our 
historically correct lighting is sure 
to add a rustic flavor to any decor. 
Choose from a large selection of 
styles, colors and finishes.

LIGHTING 

SEE OUR 
AD!

PAGE

52800-405-5190
bigrocklanterns.com

Jenson Lake Mower™          
& Jenson Rake™

Use the electric boat-mounted Jenson 
Lake Mower™ & Rake™ to control 
invasive aquatic weeds (hydrilla/cattail/
milfoil/lilypads/salvinia/hyacinth) without 
herbicides. Affordable; durable; cuts 4’ 
wide & up to 7’ deep. Guaranteed. 
Free DVD. 

LAKE MAINTENANCE

SEE OUR 
AD!

PAGE

116888-298-5253
lakemower.com

Before

After

Reconyx

Reconxy - the industry leader for high 
performance security, surveillance, and 
scouting cameras. Perfect for stand-
alone surveillance where no power or 
communications lines exist. Enclosures 
and accessories available.

HOME SECURITY

SEE OUR 
AD!

PAGE

18866-493-6064
reconyx.com

Rocky Top Log Furniture

We create heirloom quality furniture 
designed to last a lifetime with a 
natural beauty that adds life to any 
home. Our craftsmen hand select 
northern white cedar logs to design 
and build the finest wood furniture 
in the world. Each piece of furniture 
is crafted just for you to be a unique 
beautiful treasure worthy of being 
passed down to many 
generations.

LOG HOME FURNITURE

SEE OUR 
AD!

PAGE

31
800-332-1143
info@rockytoplogfurniture.com
rockytoplogfurniture.com



products & services spotlight

114  Cabin Living  | Ultimate Resource Guide 2016 

1101 SE 7th Ave.
Grand Rapids, MN 55744
800-359-6614
loghelp.com

Schroeder Log 
Home Supply, Inc.

We offer a variety of quality log home 
products. One is Log Builder Caulking, 
designed to meet the demanding seal-
ant needs of the log home industry. 
Call or visit our website for a free 
catalog.

SEALANTS

SEE OUR 
AD!

PAGE

80

2639 Andjon
Dallas, TX 75220
800-527-5551
incinolet.com

Research Products–
INCINOLET

Enjoy the convenience, cleanliness of 
INCINOLET in your cabin, home, dock, 
or boat. INCINOLET incinerates waste to 
clean ash, only electricity needed. 120 
or 240 volts. INCINOLET—stainless steel, 
American made for years of satisfaction. 
Used in all climates around the world. 
Tested, listed by UL, NSF, USCG

SANITATION

SEE OUR 
AD!

PAGE

80

PO Box 243
Drummond, MT 59832
406-288-3146
info@betterthanlogs.com
betterthanlogs.com

Better Than Logs Inc.

We manufacture Engineered 
Concrete Siding products that are 
indistinguishable from “real wood 
and logs” and our products require 
NO MAINTENANCE. Our products 
are available in Hand-hewn 12” Log, 
Half-round 12” Log, Shiplap 12” and 
8”, and our newest offering is our 
Board and Batten 12” siding.

LOG SIDING

SEE OUR 
AD!

PAGE

49

1605 Prosser Road
Knoxville, TN 37914
800-548-3554
permachink.com 
techservice@permachink.com

PERMA-CHINK SYSTEMS
Your Wood Care Resource

Premium wood finishes, preservatives 
cleaners and restoration products are all 
available at one location. Perma-Chink 
Systems is the largest manufacturer of 
log home sealants, stains and wood 
restoration products. Call or e-mail for 
expert advice and application guides.

LOG HOME MAINTENANCE 
PRODUCTS

877-536-1446
info@OutlastCTA.com
OutlastCTA.com

CTA Products Group

Makers of Outlast®Q8 Log Oil®, the 
one-coat termite and mold control 
stain for logs, siding, decks and end 
cuts. Outlast® NBS 30®- the patented 
botanical insect repellent coatings 
additive for carpenter bee and 
nuisance insect control. And Outlast® 
Mold-buster Additive, Outlast® 
KleenStart, and Outlast® brand 
interior finishes.

SEE OUR 
AD!

PAGE

32

LOG HOME MAINTENANCE 
PRODUCTS

646b Neimans Avenue SE
East Canton, OH 44730
800-554-7977
sales@discountloghomesupplies.com
discountloghomesupplies.com

Discount Log 
Home Supplies

Log home packages, log home 
construction materials (milled logs, 
T&G, beams, fasteners), log home 
maintenance supplies (stain, chink, 
caulk and much more). Custom floor 
plans at .65 cents per square feet.

SEE OUR 
AD!

PAGE

52

LOG HOME BUILDING & MAIN-
TENANCE PRODUCTS

SEE OUR 
AD!

PAGE

27
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800-643-3786
eaglepanelsystems.com
sales@eaglepanelsystems.com

Eagle Panel Systems

EAGLE PANEL SYSTEMS, with over 
30 years experience, is an industry 
leader in the manufacture of Structural 
Insulation Panel (SIP) systems. EAGLE 
PANEL SYSTEMS offers SIP assemblies 
for residential and light commercial 
projects. Our panels have been used in 
the construction of conven-
tional homes, log and timber 
frame homes.

SEE OUR 
AD!

PAGE

53

STRUCTURAL INSULATED 
PANELS

PRODUCTS & SERVICES

Manufacturer of Engineered 

Concrete Sidings
BetterhanLogs.com

info@betterthanlogs.com

Water Freeze
Protection

(888) 552-3004
www.arctictrace.com

Installs in existing lines
Submersible Heat Trace

®

US/Canada  

800-405-5190

International  

770-866-5857

C&B Lumber Inc.

276-744-3337

candblumber.com

candblumber1@yahoo.com

Mark Carrico

Have it your way! Custom Cut! Made in the U.S.A.

Bedding  Bath  Lighting & More

CABIN DÉCOR
ONLINE

Keep your dream alive 

with BIG savings on 

maintenance supplies. Visit

DiscountLogHomeSupplies.com
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Artistic Railing & Home Decor 
Call anytime for questions, quotes, or ideas!

              (505)-504-6454                     www.northernskywoodworks.com

Vist Our Website: www.reconyx.com

Tankless Water
Heaters

888-758-6270

WE OFFER 

FREE SHIPPING

COUPON CODE
“CABINLIFE”
FOR 5% OFF

AT CHECKOUT

OFOF

Joe Pine Builders Inc

540-895-5585

needs in VA WV NC MD & PA

www.joepinebuilders.com

Log Home Living Made Affordable

sales@loghomeoutlet.com
www.loghomeoutlet.com

(208) 542-2772
Fax: (208) 535-0343

Log Home Outlet
PO Box 1703
Idaho Falls, Idaho 83403

Dealer Inquires Welcome

715-543-2006
Shop our online store!

www.LogKayakRack.com

“The most attractive option for boat 
and SUP storage.”

-Cabin Life, June 2015

Prevent 
Frozen Pipes
With Advanced Pipe Freeze 

Protection Systems 

by Heat-Line
®

 

1-800-584-4944 

www.heatline.com

Customized Railings 
& Accessories

678.725.4446 cell
lawrence@theirontwig.com

800.474.8124 toll free
706.652.2264 office

The Iron Twig
Lawrence Smith

www.theirontwig.com
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You can design and craft your own log furniture.

770-652-4881
Fax 276-223-0454

~ PREHUNG UNITS AS LOW AS $125! ~ 

WE SHIP NATIONWIDE.

Email:  

don@solidwooddoors.net

www.SolidWoodDoors.net

Unfinished Solid Knotty Pine Doors

STINGRAY Boats is privately 
owned and family-run. For 

on quality, not quantity. Our 

(877) 401-9017   pawleys.com

Quality, comfort and tradition.
First we perfected the 

hammock. Now we’ve 
perfected 

better-than-wood 
outdoor furniture.
Made in the USA.

Star 10 Inc

800-726-4319

www.starten.com

sales@starten.com
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Introducing
The Next Generation

Of Exceptional
Wood Protection!

Nature’s

WOODguard ® is a registered trademark of IBC Manufacturing Company.
BEE Gone® is a registered trademark of ISK Americas Incorporated.

®

PREMIERE
PROPERTIES

PINE ISLAND PENINSULA RETREAT

Walls of glass showcase mesmerizing waters edge 
views  — Lake Vermilion retreat on 2.5 ac. w/1,009 ft 
S, W & N-facing shoreline. 1,352 SF, 2BR/2BTH cedar 
sided cabin. Lakeside master w/glass doors to deck. 
Boathouse w/workshop.       Tower, MN $299,500

LAKE VERMILION LOG ESTATE

Located on premier Swanson’s Point, home offers 
unparalleled privacy w/opp. shoreline to remain un-
developed. 2 story stone fireplace, lakefront great 
rm, glass doors open to deck & 3 season porch. Log 
boathouse & 2 docks.      Cook, MN $1,235,500

PRIVATE 2 AC. LOT w/200ft SHORELINE

Custom Lake Vermilion retreat with island  stud-
ded 2 mile view of water & sky! Private 2ac. Lot 
w.200ft shoreline on prime Frazer Bay. 4,131 SF, 
3BR/4BTH. Dream kitchen with Wolf appliances & 
granite counters. Walkout LL.      Cook, MN $885,000

WATERS EDGE PANORAMIC VIEW!

Custom one owner Lake Vermilion home w/sand shore-
line, private gradual lot on 2.75 ac. & 245 ft shore-
line. Chalet front great room at waters edge. 3,200 
SF, 5BR/3BTH cedar sided home w/4 car garage & 
boathouse. Lakefront deck.      Tower, MN $650,000

218-780-6644 www.JanischRealty.com

www.pierofdnort.com

6035 Hwy 70 East, St Germain                                715 477 3232

Velvit Oil: Interior penetrating oil for use 

on cabinets, doors, trim, furniture, floors, 

gun stocks & duck calls. One coat does 

it all – stains, seals, fills & protects in 

one application. Available in 15 shades.

Call 920-722-8355

sales@velvitproducts.com

www.velvitproducts.com

VELVIT PRODUCTS CO.

VINTAGEDOORS.COM

Beautifully designed and expertly crafted doors

and cabinetry in beetle kill pine and knotty Alder.

Also offering laser etchings, full color ceramic

tile murals, accent tiles and address signs.

Whispering Wind Designs

www.wwfd.net
Nederland, Colorado

Stimulating &

      

                 to satisfy     your senses.

More than

Several styles: 
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MINNESOTALOGHOMES.COM

1,000’s - Log Home Listings 
Log home Real Estate 
Minnesota MLS Search

CLASSIFIEDS

Real Estate For Sale
CRANE LAKE, KABETOGAMA, RAINY LAKE, LAKE 

VERMILION LAKEHOMES, LOTS AND CABINS. Rec-
reation acreage and surrounding lake property available. RE/
MAX Lake Country. 218-757-3233, info@TheLakeCountry.com                                  
www.TheLakeCountry.com

General Classifieds
CIRCLE SAWN FIR FLOORING 3/4” solid wood. Ran-
dom width, kiln dried end matched. Antique, reclaimed 
look at a fraction of the cost. Nationwide shipping.  
www.smileylumber.com 509-446-2163.

GAS REFRIGERATORS LARGE GAS REFRIGERATORS. 11, 15, 
18, 19 and 21 cu. ft. gas refrigerators. 15, 18 and 22 cu. ft. gas 
freezers. Ervin’s Cabinet Shop, 220 N Cty. Road 425 E, Arcola, IL 
61910. Call 800-898-0552, mention Code #CL.

MANOMIN RESAWN TIMBERS specializes in creat-
ing beautiful paneling, flooring, barnwood, unique fireplace 
mantels, and distinctive beams/timbers from buildings dat-
ing from the 1820s to the turn of the century. 651-464-1771,             
www.mrtimbers.com

 www.Loghomeshows.com   866.607.4108

Log Homes | Timber Frame | Cabins | Log & Rustic Style Furniture | FREE Seminars & Demonstrations 
     

YOUR DREAM HOME STARTS HERE!  

visit one of our shows and find the companies and products that will make up your new home  

 Columbus,  OH  /  January  29-31         

 Lake George, NY / May 13-15 Syracuse, NY / February 26-28

cabinlivingmag.com

interactive loor plans

�nancial tools 

inspiring photography 

design guides 

expert advice

and so much more
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ACTIVE INTEREST MEDIA

OLD HOUSE JOURNAL

ARTS & CRAFTS HOMES

NEW OLD HOUSE

EARLY HOMES

DESIGN CENTER SOURCEBOOK

PERIOD HOMES

TRADITIONAL BUILDING

OLDHOUSEONLINE.COM

CABIN LIVING 

LOG HOME LIVING

TIMBER HOME LIVING

DREAM HOME SHOWCASE

CUSTOM WOOD HOME PLANNER

CUSTOM WOOD HOME STYLE GUIDE

MYWOODHOME.COM

ADVERTISING INQUIRIES

COMPANY PAGE

Better Than Logs .................................................................49

Big Rock Lanterns LTD ..........................................................52

Coventry Log Homes Inc. ...........................................6-7, 86-87

Create-A-Bed. .....................................................................75

CTA Products ......................................................................32

Discovery Dream Homes .......................................................19

Eagle Panel Systems ............................................................53

Elmira Stove Works ..........................................................23

FLOE International ................................................................68

Golden Eagle Log Homes ........................................... 10-11

Hearthstone Homes ........................................................ 30, 98

Hiawatha Log Homes ...........................................................88
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Honest Abe Log Homes Inc. .............................................. 9, 90

Johnson’s Log Home & Timber Frame Shows ..................119

The Log & Timber University & Home Show ......................48

J. Dub’s ..............................................................................33

Jeremiah Johnson Log & Timber Homes ..................................91

Jim Barna Log Homes ..................................................... 17, 99

Katahdin Cedar Log Homes ............................................... 3, 92

Lake Home & Cabin Show ...............................................85

Liberty Log Cabins ...............................................................98

Littlebranch Farm .................................................................16

Log Home Council .........................................................100
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Log Home Outlet Inc. ......................................................... 81
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MossCreek ............................................95, Inside Back Cover

Natural Elements Homes LLC .........................................42, 96

The Original Log Cabin Homes .................................Back Cover
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Pier of D’Nort Corp ............................................................ 21

Reconyx Inc ..................................................................... 18

Research Products ............................................................ 80

Rocky Top Log Furniture .................................................... 31

Satterwhite Log Homes .................................................1, 100

Schroeder Log Home Supply Inc. ........................................ 80

Southland Log Homes Inc. .................................................. 12

Specialty Woodworks Co. .................................................. 69

Stingray Power Boats. .................................. Inside Front Cover

Timber Block. ..............................................................15, 97

Timberhaven Log Homes. ................................................... 23

Vintage Doors LLC. ............................................................ 68
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Visit cabinlivingmag.com/info to get FREE information on products and services 

(provided by the companies in BOLD below) that will help you build your perfect cabin.

FREE INFORMATION
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PUBLISHER

Rob Clutter
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rclutter@aimmedia.com
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cbarbatelli@aimmedia.com
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