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Raring to Go

APRIL 18-23:

TEXAS  

TWO-STEP

Catch the best 
sounds of Texas sounds of Texas 
at at LARRY  

JOE TAYLOR’S 

TEXAS MUSIC FESTIVAL in the city 
of Stephenville, April 18–23. Top acts of Stephenville, April 18–23. Top acts 
include RANDY ROGERS BAND, include RANDY ROGERS BAND, 
TURNPIKE TROUBADOURS, RAY TURNPIKE TROUBADOURS, RAY 

WYLIE HUBBARD and many others. WYLIE HUBBARD and many others. WYLIE HUBBARD and many others. 

APRIL 21: FINDING FORTUNE

JIMMY FORTUNE, who’s been solo 
since the retirement of The Statler since the retirement of The Statler 
Brothers, pays a visit to RFD-TV’s Brothers, pays a visit to RFD-TV’s 
popular Larry’s Country Diner show popular Larry’s Country Diner show 
on April 21. Larry’s Country Diner on April 21. Larry’s Country Diner 
airs Thursdays at 8 p.m. ET and airs Thursdays at 8 p.m. ET and 
repeats Sundays at 11 p.m. ET. repeats Sundays at 11 p.m. ET. 

APRIL 22-23:

RETURN OF THE KING

GEORGE STRAIT comes back to 
the performing stage with the first the performing stage with the first 

of his Strait to Vegas of his Strait to Vegas 
shows at the new shows at the new 
Las Vegas Arena Las Vegas Arena 
on April 22 and on April 22 and 
23. George has 23. George has 

show dates show dates 
sprinkled sprinkled 
throughout throughout 
the year in Las the year in Las 
Vegas, the only Vegas, the only 
place where place where 

you’ll have a you’ll have a 
chance to see chance to see 
him in concert him in concert 
in 2016.in 2016.

ALAN JACKSON was ready to get back to basics for the release of his 
2008 album, Good Time. His previous album, Like Red on a Rose, had 
proven a bit of a departure for Alan with its collection of introspective 
songs produced by Alison Krauss. But Good Time marked a return to his 
trademark sound. “I thought it was time to do an album that was fun 
country music like I’ve always made,” Alan told Country Weekly in 2008. 
A perfect example of that recording philosophy came with the album’s 
title track, an up-tempo tune about a work-weary guy who’s punchin’ that 

clock from dusk till dawn and counting the days before Friday comes. It’s 

time for a good time, he declares in the song. The lyrics also referenced 
Hank Williams Jr.’s “All My Rowdy Friends Are Coming Over Tonight” and 
“Boot Scootin’ Boogie” by Brooks & Dunn. Alan released the “Good Time” 
single on April 21, 2008, and it became the 24th No. 1 of his career.

THEN & NOW
THIS WEEK IN  

COUNTRY MUSIC . . . 

2016

MONDAY,
APRIL 212008
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40 On the Cover
Country music icon 

Merle Haggard Merle Haggard 

passed away on passed away on 

April 6, 2016—his April 6, 2016—his 

79th birthday. Join 79th birthday. Join 

us in remembering us in remembering 

the life and work of the life and work of 

the legendary singer, the legendary singer, 

songwriter, musician songwriter, musician 

and performer. and performer. 
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Nash Live at SXSW in Austin brought together 

country’s rising young stars with a classic  

candy-bar favorite. 
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We asked for your votes and you came through! 

We present the hottest single hunks in country 

music as determined by you, our readers. 
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Never Enders. 
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from the editor

It is with great sadness that we put 

together this cover story on the life together this cover story on the life 

and career of Merle Haggard. On and career of Merle Haggard. On 

April 6, we lost another one of coun-April 6, we lost another one of coun-

try’s greats. Merle was beloved by try’s greats. Merle was beloved by 

all and his music transcends gen-all and his music transcends gen-

erations. From songs like “Mama erations. From songs like “Mama 

Tried” and “Workin’ Man Blues” to Tried” and “Workin’ Man Blues” to 

“The Fightin’ Side of Me” and “If We “The Fightin’ Side of Me” and “If We 

Make It Through December,” there Make It Through December,” there 

was no one who could touch your was no one who could touch your 

soul quite like Merle. soul quite like Merle. 

Our thoughts and prayers go out Our thoughts and prayers go out 

to the family and friends of Merle to the family and friends of Merle 

Haggard. We have been honored to Haggard. We have been honored to 

know Merle and be able to tell his sto-know Merle and be able to tell his sto-

ries throughout his career, and we get to tell it one more time in this tribute ries throughout his career, and we get to tell it one more time in this tribute 

cover story of a true outlaw and extraordinary artist. His life and legacy will cover story of a true outlaw and extraordinary artist. His life and legacy will 

live on in the music he left behind. Merle said it best in song: Sing me back live on in the music he left behind. Merle said it best in song: Sing me back 

home with a song I used to hear / Make my old memories come alive / home with a song I used to hear / Make my old memories come alive / 

Take me away and turn back the years / Sing me back home before I die.Take me away and turn back the years / Sing me back home before I die.

Rest in peace, Merle Haggard.Rest in peace, Merle Haggard.

For those of you looking forward to the Kelsea Ballerini cover and story For those of you looking forward to the Kelsea Ballerini cover and story 

that was scheduled for this issue, don’t miss next week’s magazine, on that was scheduled for this issue, don’t miss next week’s magazine, on 

stands April 22, as we talk to Kelsea about her meteoric rise to fame. stands April 22, as we talk to Kelsea about her meteoric rise to fame. 

SEE YOU NEXT WEEK!SEE YOU NEXT WEEK!

LISA KONICKI, EDITOR IN CHIEFLISA KONICKI, EDITOR IN CHIEF

U N W

Dear Readers,
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EMAIL:  
letters@countryweekly.com 

FACEBOOK:
facebook.com/countryweekly

TWITTER:
@countryweekly

from the reader

Shoot us an email, a comment or a tweet and let us know what you think! 

Please include your name, address and daytime phone number with all Please include your name, address and daytime phone number with all 
correspondence. Nash Country Weekly assumes no responsibility for returning correspondence. Nash Country Weekly assumes no responsibility for returning 

unsolicited material, including, but not limited to, photographs, artwork, unsolicited material, including, but not limited to, photographs, artwork, 
manuscripts and letters. Letters may be edited for clarity and length.manuscripts and letters. Letters may be edited for clarity and length.

Letters, Nash Country Weekly, 506 2nd. Ave. South, Suite 200, Nashville, TN 37210Letters, Nash Country Weekly, 506 2nd. Ave. South, Suite 200, Nashville, TN 37210

JACK OF ALL TRADES 
How about a story on Jack Ingram, 
who had five hits off his This Is It al-
bum and went on to win the ACM 
award for Top New Male Vocalist in 
2008 (over Luke Bryan and Jake 

Owen)? After one more CD in 2009, 
he more or less fell off the radar, and I 
can’t understand why. Please let him 
know that his fans are still out there 
waiting for new music from him.  
DAVID HUBBARD | Norwalk, Conn. 

EDITOR’S REPLY: 
Thank you for your letter, David. Your 
timing is great. We have a piece on 
Jack coming up in our May 9 issue, on 
stands May 2, so please look out for 
that issue. 

FACEBOOK
We were inundated with tweets and 
Facebook posts about the death of 
Merle Haggard.

RIP, you got your SILVER WINGS. 
CATHERINE ELIZABETH  
BENEDICT JENNINGS

Prayers for his family and his country 
music family as well. 
MICHELLE STUDER MOODY

RIP—a legend.  
ELAINE WADE

RIP Merle, your music will live on! 
JUNE LE ROUX

Silver wings / Shining in the sunlight 
/Roaring engines headed somewhere 
in flight / They’re taking you away 
/ Leaving me lonely / Silver wings/ 
Slowly fading out of sight . . .  
RIP Merle Haggard. 
DANA FOSSUM

TWITTER
One of the greatest writers/voices  
in country music history.  
#singmebackhome 
BEN ROGERS | @BR_JPB

Such a sad day for lovers of music . . .  
#merle #merlehaggard #countrymusic 
#thedaythemusicdied 
SHAWN | @SBlades  

RIP Merle Haggard  
SAMANTHA | @ozarklady76

What a legend! May he rest in peace. 
Sad day for country music. #Haggard 
#RealCountry 
TARENE LANCASTER 
@TareneLancaster  

Here I am again, mixin’ misery and gin.
JUSTIN | @JDEF80
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THIS KISS, THIS 
KISS . . . INCREDIBLE
ABC’s Nashville’s Deacon and 
Rayna finally say “I do,” after a 
series of events caused Deacon 
to lose his cool: pushy journal-
ists, the leaking of the original 
location of the wedding to the 
public and because of Maddie’s 
new fear of him and Daphne’s 
growing insecurity over her place 
in the family. Happily ever after? 
Maybe. That’s a lot of drama, 
even for country music!

FIR ST TAKE
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Opening Act
A SWEET TASTE OF ALL THINGS COUNTRY
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all the world’s a stage
STAGECOACH MUSIC FESTIVAL is one of the hottest tickets in country music this spring, and with a lineup that boasts 
headliners ERIC CHURCH, LUKE BRYAN and CARRIE UNDERWOOD, why wouldn’t it be? Running from April 29 to May 1, 
Stagecoach takes place over three glorious days in the sunshine of Indio, Calif., where country music fans can catch shows 
from Chris Young, Sam Hunt, Chris Stapleton, Emmylou Harris, Eric Paslay, Billy Joe Shaver, Lee Ann Womack, Mo Pitney, 
Little Big Town and so many more. Check out the entire lineup and get your tickets at stagecoachfestival.com.
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All Access

(Left) MUPPET CRUSH Little Big Town on the set of 
Sesame Street; (above) Sesame Street; (above) TRICKY TEAM Jennifer Nettles 
(center) and the members of rock group Cheap Trick (center) and the members of rock group Cheap Trick 
posepose before taping an episode of CMT Crossroads.bepose before taping an episode of CMT Crossroads.opose before taping an episode of CMT Crossroads.epose before taping an episode of CMT Crossroads.tappose before taping an episode of CMT Crossroads.gpose before taping an episode of CMT Crossroads.apose before taping an episode of CMT Crossroads.eppose before taping an episode of CMT Crossroads.sodepose before taping an episode of CMT Crossroads.opose before taping an episode of CMT Crossroads.Cpose before taping an episode of CMT Crossroads.Cpose before taping an episode of CMT Crossroads.osspose before taping an episode of CMT Crossroads.oads.pose before taping an episode of CMT Crossroads.

TOP OF HIS CLASS (from left) Middle Tennessee State University’s Ken (from left) Middle Tennessee State University’s Ken 
Paulson, Dr. Sidney McPhee, MTSU graduate/“High Class” singer Eric Paslay Paulson, Dr. Sidney McPhee, MTSU graduate/“High Class” singer Eric Paslay 
and the Grand Ole Opry’s Pete Fisher present Eric with the Young Alumni and the Grand Ole Opry’s Pete Fisher present Eric with the Young Alumni and the Grand Ole Opry’s Pete Fisher present Eric with the Young Alumni 
Achievement Award for outstanding career achievement before the age of 35.Achievement Award for outstanding career achievement before the age of 35.
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CAST PARTY (from left) Nash Country Weekly editor in chief Lisa Konicki, 
Nashville’s Chris Carmack, NCW managing editor Jim Casey and NCW 
deputy editor Chris Parton chat about TV, music and buckets of money on 
The Writers Room podcast; (right) DOG DAY AFTERNOON Brett Eldredge 
celebrates his birthday and National Puppy Day at the same time.
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All Access

(Above) HOUSE CALL Jamey Johnson (left) and House of Cards 
star Kevin Spacey hang on Jamey’s bus after The Life and Songs star Kevin Spacey hang on Jamey’s bus after The Life and Songs 
of Kris Kristofferson tribute concert; (below) of Kris Kristofferson tribute concert; (below) TWINSIES Kristian 
Bush (left) and Lee Brice realize they’re wearing the same jacket Bush (left) and Lee Brice realize they’re wearing the same jacket 
atat the 2016 Country Radio Seminar.tat the 2016 Country Radio Seminar.eat the 2016 Country Radio Seminar.0at the 2016 Country Radio Seminar.6at the 2016 Country Radio Seminar.Couat the 2016 Country Radio Seminar.tat the 2016 Country Radio Seminar.yat the 2016 Country Radio Seminar.adat the 2016 Country Radio Seminar.oat the 2016 Country Radio Seminar.Seat the 2016 Country Radio Seminar.aat the 2016 Country Radio Seminar..at the 2016 Country Radio Seminar.

(Above) (Above) KNOW YOUR AUDIENCE Brad Paisley (center) in-
vvites Larry Gatlin (left) and Rudy Gatlin (right) onstage during 
the Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo to perform The Gatlin the Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo to perform The Gatlin 
Brothers’ 1983 No. 1 hit, “Houston.”Brothers’ 1983 No. 1 hit, “Houston.”otBrothers’ 1983 No. 1 hit, “Houston.”eBrothers’ 1983 No. 1 hit, “Houston.”sBrothers’ 1983 No. 1 hit, “Houston.”983Brothers’ 1983 No. 1 hit, “Houston.”o.Brothers’ 1983 No. 1 hit, “Houston.”t,Brothers’ 1983 No. 1 hit, “Houston.”HoustoBrothers’ 1983 No. 1 hit, “Houston.”.Brothers’ 1983 No. 1 hit, “Houston.”
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FOREIGN EXCHANGE (from left) BBC Radio’s Mark Hagen 
and Bob Harris, the Country Music Association’s Sarah Tra-and Bob Harris, the Country Music Association’s Sarah Tra-

hern, Kacey Musgraves and Sandbox Entertainment’s Jason hern, Kacey Musgraves and Sandbox Entertainment’s Jason 
Owen celebrate Bob and Kacey’s CMA International Awards Owen celebrate Bob and Kacey’s CMA International Awards 

wins during the Nashville contingent’s recent trip to the U.K.wins during the Nashville contingent’s recent trip to the U.K.
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All Access

Southwestern exposure
Celebrating its 30th anniversary in 2016, the annual South by Southwest Festival (SXSW) has Celebrating its 30th anniversary in 2016, the annual South by Southwest Festival (SXSW) has Celebrating its 30th anniversary in 2016, the annual South by Southwest Festival (SXSW) has 
grown into one of the world’s most eclectic entertainment destinations, bringing together what’s grown into one of the world’s most eclectic entertainment destinations, bringing together what’s 
fresh in the worlds of music, film and interactive media. From March 11-20, SXSW took over fresh in the worlds of music, film and interactive media. From March 11-20, SXSW took over 
Austin, Texas, for 10 days of fascinating panel discussions, film screenings, technology displays Austin, Texas, for 10 days of fascinating panel discussions, film screenings, technology displays 
and tons of music. Since the festival grew up in the Lone Star State, country music has always and tons of music. Since the festival grew up in the Lone Star State, country music has always and tons of music. Since the festival grew up in the Lone Star State, country music has always 
been well represented—and this year was no different. Megastars like Willie Nelson and Loretta been well represented—and this year was no different. Megastars like Willie Nelson and Loretta 
Lynn performed for adoring crowds, while new-school hit-makers like Cam and Kacey Musgraves Lynn performed for adoring crowds, while new-school hit-makers like Cam and Kacey Musgraves 
showed how cool country has become. The fest built its reputation on being ahead of the curve, showed how cool country has become. The fest built its reputation on being ahead of the curve, showed how cool country has become. The fest built its reputation on being ahead of the curve, showed how cool country has become. The fest built its reputation on being ahead of the curve, 
though, so new acts like Maren Morris, Margo Price and Sam Outlaw were also big draws.though, so new acts like Maren Morris, Margo Price and Sam Outlaw were also big draws.

Margo 
Price

The Avett 
Brothers

Willie  
Nelson

Cam

Parker 
Millsap
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Wynonna &  
the Big Noise

Loretta 
Lynn

Wild Child

(From left) Shane McAnally, Kacey 
Musgraves and Josh Osborne

Sam 
Outlaw

J. Micah 
Nelson

Maren 
Morris

(From left) Ray Benson 
of Asleep at the Wheel, 
Scott and Seth Avett of 

The Avett Brothers
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48 million Americans—or one in seven people—are unsure where their 
next meal will come from. It’s a staggering statistic. Fortunately, country 
music is not sitting idly by. In partnership with Feeding America, General 
Mills and the Big Machine Record Label Group, JENNIFER NETTLES

has been named as the official Outnumber Hunger spokeswoman, and 
they’ve got a plan to help—one neighborhood at a time. Shoppers sim-
ply enter a code found on General Mills products and their ZIP code into 
the Outnumber Hunger website, and five meals will be sent to the closest 
food bank. That means folks can help those in their own community just 
by buying everyday items like Cheerios, Nature Valley Granola Bars, Old 
El Paso Salsa and Hamburger Helper. To help spread the word, Jennifer 
will perform charity concerts and visit food banks across the country, and 
her smiling face will even be featured on select boxes of cereal. “Being the 
face of this year’s Outnumber Hunger campaign is so exciting, and not 
just because I’ll be on the front of a cereal box,” Jennifer says. “I’m thrilled 
to be a part of this program because my fans can conveniently go to their 
grocery store, pick up products already on their shopping list, and can 
help their neighbors, just by entering a code.”

VEHICLE 

Ford F-150. 

BROKEN BONE 

My wrist, from playing basketball. I 
stole the ball, had a breakaway and stole the ball, had a breakaway and 
was going up for a layup and the kid was going up for a layup and the kid 
came up and basically tackled me. came up and basically tackled me. 

TROPHY 

Either baseball or basketball. I was 
doing both by the time I was 4. My doing both by the time I was 4. My 
dad was coaching, and you didn’t get dad was coaching, and you didn’t get 
participation trophies back then—you participation trophies back then—you 
had to win stuff. had to win stuff. 

COWBOY HAT 

I remember going to a lot of county 
fair rodeos when I was probably 6 fair rodeos when I was probably 6 
or 7 and I was wearing one then. It or 7 and I was wearing one then. It 
looked a lot like the one I’m wearing looked a lot like the one I’m wearing 
right now. Not much has changed—right now. Not much has changed—
and I haven’t grown much either. and I haven’t grown much either. 

BELT BUCKLE 

It would have been around the same 
time as the hat. Back then they had time as the hat. Back then they had 
these belts that were woven and 
they were crazy colors like red, white they were crazy colors like red, white 
and blue as bright as you can imag-and blue as bright as you can imag-
ine. You looped around the excess ine. You looped around the excess 
of what you pulled through. It was a of what you pulled through. It was a 
whole thing. I had a bolo tie, too. whole thing. I had a bolo tie, too. 

STRIKING  
HUNGER

FIRSTS  
TO KNOWTO KNOW

JUSTIN MOORE 

Justin is currently working on his 
fourth album, but he still remembers fourth album, but he still remembers 
making his 2007 self-titled debut like making his 2007 self-titled debut like 
it was yesterday. Here are some other it was yesterday. Here are some other 

firsts that have stuck in his mind. firsts that have stuck in his mind. 
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Some stories we can’t even make up—and here’s one. A Phoenix radio station of-
fered a unique promotion: free tickets to every country music act coming to town 
for an entire year. The catch? Get a tattoo of billionaire GOP frontrunner DONALD 

TRUMP’s face tattooed on your lower back. One man decided to “Make America 
Great Again” and 
accepted the chal-
lenge, spending 
five hours getting 
Donald’s mug tat-
tooed on his back. 
The radio station 
covered the ex-
pense of the tattoo 
and will provide 
two tickets to every 
country concert at 
a specific venue  
in Phoenix. 

In May 1966, BOB DYLAN released Blonde on 

Blonde, an album he recorded in Nashville 
with some of the session musicians who  
became known as the Nashville Cats. The 
album—which is regarded as one of the best 
rock albums of all time—turns 50 this year 
and the Country Music Hall of Fame is cele-
brating the landmark anniversary on May 12 and 13 by hosting two perfor-
mances from OLD CROW MEDICINE SHOW. The string band will perform 
the album in its entirety at the HOF’s CMA Theater.  

OLD  

BLONDE

MAY ALBUM 

RELEASESRELEASES
MAY 6MAY 6

MAY 13MAY 13

MAY 20MAY 20

MAY 27MAY 27

Keith Urban 
Ripcord

Cyndi Lauper 
Detour

Dierks Bentley
Black

Jennifer Nettles
Playing With Fire

Blake Shelton
If I’m Honest

Cole Swindell 
You Should Be Here

Mary Chapin Carpenter 
The Things That  
We Are Made OfWe Are Made Of

Daniel Romano
Mosey

Darrell Scott
Couchville Sessions

Honeycutters
On the Ropes

Bob Dylan
Fallen Angels

The Highwaymen
The Highwaymen Live–

American OutlawsAmerican Outlaws

TRUMP STAMP



16   NASH Country Weekly  ¥  April 25, 2016

Two classic episodes from GLEN CAMPBELL’s popular television variety series, The Glen 

Campbell Goodtime Hour, are now available in a special DVD collection called The Glen 

Campbell Goodtime Hour Country Special. The DVD, set for release on April 29, features the 
highly rated TV episode with guest stars Johnny Cash, Merle Haggard and Buck Owens. You’ll also 
hear performances of “Folsom Prison Blues,” “I Saw the Light,” “Act Naturally” and other timeless 
songs. Glen’s TV show ran from 1969–1972 and introduced American viewing audiences to major 
country acts that otherwise did not receive exposure on national broadcast outlets. 

APRIL 18, 1952 

JIM SCHOLTEN 

of Sawyer Brownof Sawyer Brown

APRIL 19, 1968 

BEKKA  BEKKA  

BRAMLETTBRAMLETT

APRIL 20, 1969 

WADE HAYES

APRIL 22, 1936 

GLEN CAMPBELL

APRIL 22, 1967 

HEATH WRIGHT  

of Ricochetof Ricochet

APRIL 22, 1987 

MICHAEL HOBBY  

of A Thousand Horsesof A Thousand Horses

APRIL 23, 1968 

TIM WOMACK  

of Sons of the Desertof Sons of the Desert

APRIL 24, 1943 

RICHARD STERBAN  

of The Oak Ridge Boysof The Oak Ridge Boys

APRIL 24, 1982 

KELLY CLARKSON

In March, ZAC BROWN BAND’s 
“Beautiful Drug” ascended to 
the top of Billboard’s Country 

Airplay chart, marking the band’s 13th topper on that chart. ZBB now holds the record 
for most No. 1s on the chart for groups with three or more members, surpassing Rascal 
Flatts (12), Lady Antebellum (9) and Lonestar (9). Since the chart was launched in 1990, 
Tim McGraw leads all acts with 27 No. 1s.

Drug of Choice

BIRTHDAYS
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HAVE YOU EVER  

DANCED IN THE RAIN?

ONE PERSON YOU TRUST 

MOST IN THE WORLD?

FIRST THOUGHT YOU  

HAD WHEN YOU WOKE  

UP THIS MORNING?

I know it sounds  
like a cliché, but my  like a cliché, but my  
husband for sure.husband for sure.

I actually said a prayer. I always I actually said a prayer. I always 
do—it’s kind of my blessing for do—it’s kind of my blessing for 
the day. You want to just have the day. You want to just have 
a good day and pray that your a good day and pray that your 
family and friends will be safe. family and friends will be safe. 

No.No. My fiancée.My fiancée.
Oh my God, it’s my first Oh my God, it’s my first 

videoed interview  videoed interview  
[since vocal surgery].[since vocal surgery].

I guess I have.  I guess I have.  
I can’t remember  I can’t remember  
a particular time.a particular time.

Hit the  Hit the  
snooze button.snooze button.

Yes, but never with a guy. I Yes, but never with a guy. I 
feel like guys are too cool to feel like guys are too cool to 

dance in the rain. If a guy ever dance in the rain. If a guy ever 
does, it’s meant to be.does, it’s meant to be.

My dog, Dibs.My dog, Dibs.

Jesus.Jesus.

I get to hang out  I get to hang out  
with Nash Country  with Nash Country  

Weekly today!Weekly today!

I have. Probably with 
the girls when they were the girls when they were 

younger. We would go out  younger. We would go out  
in the rain and dance.in the rain and dance.

MARTINA 

McBRIDE

TYLER 

FARR

RANDY 

HOUSER

KELSEA 

BALLERINI

“The book I’m really en-
joying right now is THE 

MATHENY MANIFESTO

by MIKE MATHENY, who 
is the manager of the St. 
Louis Cardinals. Basically, 
it’s advice to parents of kids 
who play baseball. He talks 
about his philosophy of 
character and sportsman-
ship. It is really a good book 
for anyone, even if you’re 
not a huge baseball fan.

WHAT  
ARE YOU  
READING?
RICHARD STERBAN  

OF THE OAK RIDGE BOYS

KENNY CHESNEY has revealed the details of his 16th studio 
album—set for release on July 8—as well as the ambitious 
vision behind it. Calling the new set Some Town Somewhere, 
Kenny promises fans will get a keen look into his current 
worldview. “In some ways, this record is more me than anything 
I’ve done,” Kenny says. “You get into my head, my heart and 
the way so much of what’s going on around all of us hits me. 
Taken as a whole, this is a record about seizing life in all its 
forms: The moments you wish wouldn’t end, the 
times that make you rethink your priorities, the 
simple stuff that gives us balance, a few 
characters at the bar and the hope that 
it’s all worth doing.” Kenny performed 
Some Town Somewhere’s propulsive lead 
single, “Noise,” during the 51st ACM Awards, 
showing off a newly discovered 
penchant for social commentary. 
It’s the first time Kenny has used 
his music to weigh in on current 
events with such openness, 
and part of a drive to keep 
his already-legendary 
career moving forward. “I 
don’t want to repeat,” Kenny 
explains. “And I want to 
grow as an artist. It’s 
a lot harder than 
you’d think.”

SOMETHING FRESH
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$99 
WAYNE  WAYNE  

REVERSIBLE  REVERSIBLE  

DENIM BELT DENIM BELT 
nudiejeans.comnudiejeans.com

These days, denim comes in every color of the These days, denim comes in every color of the 
rainbow, but we always stay true to blue. It’s the rainbow, but we always stay true to blue. It’s the 

new neutral. In fact, every wardrobe needs at least a new neutral. In fact, every wardrobe needs at least a 
couple of pairs of denim jeans . . . and a jacket . . . and couple of pairs of denim jeans . . . and a jacket . . . and 

a shirt . . . and, as you can see, the possibilities are a shirt . . . and, as you can see, the possibilities are 
endless. Do you use a dab of denim or do you go full-endless. Do you use a dab of denim or do you go full-
bore in a Canadian tuxedo—denim head to toe? How bore in a Canadian tuxedo—denim head to toe? How 

much denim do you dare? much denim do you dare? 

$85 $85 
SENTRY DENIM SENTRY DENIM 

STRAP WATCH STRAP WATCH 
jomashop.comjomashop.com

$35 $35 
SONOMA MEN’S SONOMA MEN’S 

CHUKKA BOOTS CHUKKA BOOTS 
kohls.comkohls.com

$28 $28 
DENIM CAMP CAP DENIM CAMP CAP 
newyorkhatco.comnewyorkhatco.com

Country Style

True Blue
A STAPLE IN AMERICA SINCE THE 1870s,  

DENIM REMAINS A WARDROBE MUST-HAVE.  

C

$114 $114 
DAN POST DAN POST 

WOMEN’S WOMEN’S 

ISLA BOOTS  ISLA BOOTS  
thewestern thewestern 

company.comcompany.com

$60 
MIDNIGHT DENIM TIE MIDNIGHT DENIM TIE 

scoutmob.comscoutmob.com

$150 
2-POCKET, LIGHT 2-POCKET, LIGHT 

BLUE SHIRT BLUE SHIRT 
jean-shop.comjean-shop.com

$220 
THE HENLEY JEANS THE HENLEY JEANS 
dukesofbarrington.comdukesofbarrington.com
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$41 
WRANGLER  WRANGLER  

DENIM JACKET DENIM JACKET 
sportsmansguide.comsportsmansguide.com



Pure Silk Shave Cream contains aloe to moisturize your skin, giving you the 

smoothest, most touchable legs without irritation. Shaving with Pure Silk is the smoothest, most touchable legs without irritation. Shaving with Pure Silk is the 

easiest way to love your legs! easiest way to love your legs! 

*NO PURCHASE NECESSARY.  LOVE YOUR LEGS GETAWAY SWEEPSTAKES OPEN TO LEGAL RESIDENTS OF THE 48 CONTIGUOUS UNITED STATES & D.C. 13 YEARS AND OLDER.  VOID IN AK, HI AND WHERE PROHIBITED.  
Sweepstakes starts 10:00 a.m. ET on 3/1/16 and ends 11:59 pm ET 12/31/16.  For Official Rules, prize descriptions and odds disclosure, visit www.LegsLikePureSilk.com/sweeps. Sponsor: Perio, Inc. 6156 Wilcox Rd, Dublin, OH, 43016.Sweepstakes starts 10:00 a.m. ET on 3/1/16 and ends 11:59 pm ET 12/31/16.  For Official Rules, prize descriptions and odds disclosure, visit www.LegsLikePureSilk.com/sweeps. Sponsor: Perio, Inc. 6156 Wilcox Rd, Dublin, OH, 43016.
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LARRY GATLIN WOULD LOVE to take credit 

for one of his favorite dishes, King Ranch 

Enchiladas. But all the culinary kudos go to 

his wife, Janis, as Larry will happily agree. 

“This is my wife’s recipe,” says Larry, who’s 

been married to Janis since 1969. “And boy, 

are they good. It’s one of her specialties.” 

Janis named the recipe after the famous 

King Ranch near Kingsville, Texas. 

You can currently find Larry on tour with 

his brothers, Steve and Rudy, billed as Larry 

Gatlin and the Gatlin Brothers. Larry also hosts 

the weekly Opry Country Classics show at the 

Ryman Auditorium in Nashville, but he makes 

sure to be home on time when Janis makes her 

hearty enchiladas. BOB PAXMAN

COOK chicken 
soup, broth, onion 
and green chilies in 
saucepan until onions 
are done. REMOVE 
from heat and ADD 
sour cream. STIR 
until melted. 

Tear tortillas in 2 or  
3 pieces and line  
casserole dish.  
SPRINKLE some of 
the chicken over tor-
tillas. POUR about a 
cup of the soup mix-
ture over the chicken. 
COVER with cheese. 
Repeat the process 
until all of it is used. 
You should have 
about three layers. 

COVER with foil 
and BAKE at 350° 
until it bubbles in the 
middle. REMOVE the 
foil about halfway 
through baking.

Southern Dish

TRY THIS ENTICING ENCHILADA 

RECIPE FROM LARRY GATLINÕS WIFE, 

2 cans cream of 
chicken soup

3-4 cups chicken 
broth

1 medium-sized onion

1 can diced green 
chilies

 ½ cup sour cream

2 diced cooked 
chicken breasts

Corn tortillas

1 pound cheese

Salt and pepper  
to taste

JANIS  
GATLIN’S 

KING RANCH  
ENCHILADAS

fit for  
a king
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Show That Your Family is United by Love
Love unites a family to create a bond that cannot be broken. Available 
only from The Bradford Exchange, our “Strength of Family” only from The Bradford Exchange, our “Strength of Family” 
Personalized Diamond Pendant is a radiant symbol of the amazing Personalized Diamond Pendant is a radiant symbol of the amazing 
bond your family shares.bond your family shares.

Custom-designed and Sparkling with Diamonds 
This pendant is hand-crafted of solid sterling silver and accented with This pendant is hand-crafted of solid sterling silver and accented with 
18K gold plating in an elegant braided design. The “strands” of the 18K gold plating in an elegant braided design. The “strands” of the 
pendant beautifully represent your family, woven together and made pendant beautifully represent your family, woven together and made 
stronger by love. Six genuine diamonds are nestled within the braided stronger by love. Six genuine diamonds are nestled within the braided stronger by love. Six genuine diamonds are nestled within the braided 
design, while the “strands” are engraved with up to 6 names of your design, while the “strands” are engraved with up to 6 names of your 

choice. The reverse side of the pendant is expertly engraved with the choice. The reverse side of the pendant is expertly engraved with the 
meaningful sentiment, meaningful sentiment, “Our Family is United by Love.”“Our Family is United by Love.” The pendant  The pendant 
gracefully suspends from an 18" solid sterling silver chain. gracefully suspends from an 18" solid sterling silver chain. gracefully suspends from an 18" solid sterling silver chain. 

Exquisite Craftsmanship... Exceptional Value
A meaningful jewelry treasure for yourself or a thoughtful gift for 
mom, this gorgeous pendant is available for the remarkable price of mom, this gorgeous pendant is available for the remarkable price of 
just $119*, which you can pay for in 4 installments of $29.75. Your just $119*, which you can pay for in 4 installments of $29.75. Your 
pendant arrives in a velvet jewelry pouch and gift box, complete with pendant arrives in a velvet jewelry pouch and gift box, complete with pendant arrives in a velvet jewelry pouch and gift box, complete with pendant arrives in a velvet jewelry pouch and gift box, complete with 
a Certifi cate of Authenticity, backed by our unconditional 120-day a Certifi cate of Authenticity, backed by our unconditional 120-day 
guarantee. To reserve your pendant, send no money now; just fi ll out guarantee. To reserve your pendant, send no money now; just fi ll out guarantee. To reserve your pendant, send no money now; just fi ll out 
and mail the Reservation Application today!and mail the Reservation Application today!and mail the Reservation Application today!

©2016 The Bradford Exchange  ©2016 The Bradford Exchange  ©2016 The Bradford Exchange  
01-19101-002-BI01-19101-002-BI www.bradfordexchange.com/191012

YES. Please reserve 
the “Strength of the “Strength of the “Strength of 
Family” Personalized Family” Personalized 
Diamond Pendant, Diamond Pendant, 
engraved with the engraved with the 
names I’ve indicated names I’ve indicated 
below.below.

LIMITED-TIME OFFER
Reservations will be accepted on a 
fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. 

Respond as soon as possible to reserve Respond as soon as possible to reserve 
your “Strength of Family” Personalized your “Strength of Family” Personalized 

Diamond Pendant.Diamond Pendant.

*Plus $9.98 shipping and service.    *Plus $9.98 shipping and service.    
Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 
of your jewelry after we receive your of your jewelry after we receive your 
initial deposit.  Sales subject to product initial deposit.  Sales subject to product 
availability and order acceptance.availability and order acceptance.

Shown actual sizeShown actual size

Signature

Mrs. Mr. Ms.Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

AddressAddress

City                                          State         ZipCity                                          State         Zip

E-Mail (Optional)E-Mail (Optional)

   01-19101-002-E08101   01-19101-002-E08101

9345 Milwaukee Avenue á Niles, IL 60714-1393

RESERVATION APPLICATION                 SEND NO MONEY NOW

Strength of Family 
Personalized Diamond Pendant

A Fine Jewelry Exclusive from The Bradford Exchange

Print names in block letters. Names are limited to 10 letters each.

Celebrate the Precious
                                       Bond of Family

Set with 6 Genuine 
Diamonds

Hand-crafted in Solid Sterling 

Silver with 18K Gold Plating

Engraved with Your Family 
Member’s Names

(Shown here with 5 names)

Personalized FREE!
S

S

Engraved on 

Reverse Side with: 

“Our Family is 

United by Love”

1. 

2. 2. 

3. 3. 

4. 4. 

5. 5. 

6. 6. 
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Various Artists 
(produced by 
Dave Cobb)
Southern Family
ELEKTRA RECORDS

A+

Every now and then I come 

across an album I can’t play 

straight through. Grammy 

award-winning producer 

Dave Cobb’s new compila-

tion album, Southern Family, 

which features the likes of 

Miranda Lambert, Zac Brown, 

Jason Isbell and more, is 

exactly that. Every track on 

the 12-song offering—which 

pays tribute to the heart and 

soul of the South—deserves 

to have “repeat” hit after the 

first listen, and a few tracks 

demand to be put on “re-

peat” permanently. Picking 

the album’s best songs 

seems like an exercise in fu-

tility, so I’ll randomly select 

six of the 12 songs and give 

you the lowdown.

#2 

“GOD IS A WORKING MAN” 

Jason Isbell 

There’s a reason Jason has 

been Americana’s favorite 

Reviews

Albums

son the last few years, and 

it’s evident here with his 

sweetly soothing vocals 

and lyrics that celebrate the 

toils of workingmen and 

their relationship with God. 

The sentiment isn’t just a 

Southern one—I imagine 

those God-fearing Yanks up 

North can appreciate a hard 

day’s work, too.  

#4 

“SWEET BY AND BY” 

Miranda Lambert 

Organic. That’s the word 

that comes to mind as 

songbird Miranda war-

bles about family values 

learned under the light 

of a Southern, starry sky. 

Hearing Miranda change 

gears from Platinum to this 

makes me think she’s capa-

ble of singing anything she 

wants. More, please.

#8 

“LEARNING” 

Anderson East 

Alabama-raised Anderson 

gets down to his swampy, 

Muscle Shoals roots for 

this tune that focuses on 

the lessons learned from 

his dad about being a 

man. After a minute, the 

horn section takes this 

tune to the next level 

until a full-blown musical 

throwdown ensues as 

Anderson screeches and 

wails. The raucous song 

fits the album’s theme, but 

musically it is an outlier—a 

welcome one, nonetheless. 

#10 

“I CRIED” 

Brandy Clark 

Grace. Brandy puts her an-

gelic pipes to use on this 

song that may very well 

bring a tear to your eye. 

With Robbie Turner on the 

pedal steel, you can almost 

guarantee it. Why Brandy 

doesn’t have a bigger audi-

ence is a travesty. She deliv-

ers the goods every time she 

opens her mouth. 

#11 

“CAN YOU COME OVER?” 

Shooter Jennings 

This may be the album’s 

true gem. It’s the true up-

beat jam, for sure. It’s full 

of Leroy Powell pluck-

ing the guitar, Shooter’s 

wife and kids stomping 

and clapping and Shooter 

singing about sunshine, 

Cheerwine, suppertime 

and nursery rhymes as he 

finds love in a blue-eyed 

beauty, on a break from 

a tour of duty. If the track 

comes across as overly 

friendly, it’s because Dave 

and Shooter have been 

friends for years. 

#12 

“THE WAY HOME” 

Rich Robinson 

The Black Crowes’ Rich 

Robinson doesn’t open 

his mouth on this gospel 

tune—he leaves the sing-

ing to Nashville-based choir 

the Settles Connection. Rich 

does, however, earn his keep 

with his rich and gritty guitar 

chops, and the reverbera-

tions speak volumes as the 

choir closes the album with 

their soulful exaltations. If 

you’re not converted to the 

Way of the Cobb after this 

tune, you never will be. 

JIM CASEY

D
a

v
e

 c
o

u
rt

e
sy

 B
ri

g
h

tm
a

n
 M

u
s
ic



April 25, 2016  •  NASH Country Weekly   23

EP Single

Jon Pardi 
California Sunrise 
CAPITOL RECORDS NASHVILLE

A

Jon Pardi’s California 

Sunrise is the Golden Sunrise is the Golden 

State native’s second ma-State native’s second ma-

jor label album, and it jor label album, and it 

just begs to be cranked just begs to be cranked 

up loud. Rowdy and full up loud. Rowdy and full 

of hopped-up, working-of hopped-up, working-

man energy, Jon bor-man energy, Jon bor-

rows a page out of the rows a page out of the 

Bakersfield Sound’s Bakersfield Sound’s 

playbook by flaunting his playbook by flaunting his 

rougher edges instead of rougher edges instead of 

sanding them smooth. His sanding them smooth. His 

crisp vocals are pumped crisp vocals are pumped 

up, cutting through a up, cutting through a 

twangy, in-your-face mix twangy, in-your-face mix 

with a minimum of elec-with a minimum of elec-

tro-beats and fiddles on tro-beats and fiddles on 

almost every track. The almost every track. The 

approach fits him like a approach fits him like a 

well-worn pair of leather well-worn pair of leather 

boots, with “Out of Style” boots, with “Out of Style” 

laying out Jon’s mind-laying out Jon’s mind-

set in the very first track. set in the very first track. 

He plants his flag in the He plants his flag in the 

camp of roadhouse trou-camp of roadhouse trou-

badours that generally badours that generally 

don’t end up with radio don’t end up with radio 

hits, but there’s actually hits, but there’s actually 

a lot for modern listeners a lot for modern listeners 

to grab hold of here. The to grab hold of here. The 

lead single, “Head Over lead single, “Head Over 

Boots,” is a groovy mid-Boots,” is a groovy mid-

tempo that, like the rest of tempo that, like the rest of 

the album, seems greater the album, seems greater 

than the sum of its parts, than the sum of its parts, 

and there are a few two-and there are a few two-

steppers that reveal the steppers that reveal the 

thin line between farm-boy thin line between farm-boy 

romance and heartbreak romance and heartbreak 

(“Can’t Turn You Down,” (“Can’t Turn You Down,” 

“She Ain’t in It”). But the “She Ain’t in It”). But the 

album’s high points are album’s high points are 

a bunch of sly, sweaty a bunch of sly, sweaty 

fist-pumpers that should fist-pumpers that should 

really be blasted out of really be blasted out of 

cheap speakers just after cheap speakers just after 

quitting time to get their quitting time to get their 

full effect (“Cowboy Hat,” full effect (“Cowboy Hat,” 

“Night Shift,” “All Time “Night Shift,” “All Time 

High”). California Sunrise High”). California Sunrise 

comes out June 17.  comes out June 17.  

CHRIS PARTONCHRIS PARTON

Maggie Rose
The Variety Show – Vol. 1 
PLAY IT AGAIN MUSIC

A

Anybody familiar with 

Maggie Rose and her 

music can tell you that 

she is an unheralded 

talent within the country 

format. With the release 

of her new EP, The Vari-

ety Show – Vol. 1, she is 

likely to pop up on the 

radar of music lovers 

of multiple genres. The five-song EP—which Mag-

gie co-produced and co-wrote—breaks down musi-

cal barriers and effortlessly taps into the different 

sounds and styles that express the multifaceted art-

ist she has evolved into over the years. The EP kicks 

off with the pop-infused “Inevitable,” followed by 

“Same Sky,” a soulful song that hearkens back to her 

gospel roots. The standout track, “Love Me More,” 

peels away her layers with empowering lyrics, as 

she sings about finally putting herself first for once 

after losing everything because of a toxic relation-

ship. With the evolution of artists within the country 

format, such as Sam Hunt, Zac Brown Band and 

Eric Church, it’s time to turn your attention to what 

Maggie Rose has to offer: music filled with plenty of 

heart, soul and passion.

ALANNA CONAWAY

Craig Campbell 
“Outskirts of Heaven” 

RED BOW RECORDS

A

“Heaven” has long been 

a thematic staple of 

country, whether it’s 

wanting to get there or 

whom you might see 

when you do. “Outskirts 

of Heaven,” written 

by Craig himself with 

Dave Turnbull, probes 

the subject about as 

eloquently as any song that has come before, and 

without resorting to garish sentiment or empty 

phrases. There’s a nice contrasting image in the tag 

line, Lord when I die, I wanna live, on the outskirts of 

heaven.  The contextual lyrics are also rich in detail, 

depicting, dogwood trees and honey bees (neat inter-

nal rhyming there), stick shifts and a squeaky front 

porch swing. Craig’s expressive vocal is just right 

for the message, humbly understated but build-

ing beautifully at the chorus’ climax. No question, 

this stands as Craig’s best work to date. “Outskirts” 

represents real country at its finest and purest, with 

crying steel guitar and traditional storytelling at the 

core. Let’s hope there’s still room for songs like this 

on contemporary radio because goodness knows we 

could use it. If this isn’t a hit, then heaven help us.

BOB PAXMAN
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THE ANNUAL SOUTH BY SOUTHWEST FESTIVAL IN 

Austin, Texas, is a multi-week extravaganza that’s 

full of discovery: movies, technology, food and, of 

course, music. This year, radio network Westwood 

One and candy maker Mars joined forces to help  

festivalgoers discover musical acts Mo Pitney, LANco, 

Haley Georgia, Matt Gary, Aurora and Breaking 

Southwest at NASH Live in Austin.

It only took festival first-timers LANco, Haley and 

Breaking Southwest a couple of minutes to fall in 

love with the high-energy atmosphere of the event. 

“It’s incredible,” says Brandon Lancaster of LANco 

during soundcheck at The Rattle Inn, where the free 

concert took place. “I’ve heard about it my entire life, 

and we’ve played in Texas quite a bit, but as a band 

we’ve never played in Austin, so we’re really excited 

that our first time is for South by Southwest. It’s 

incredible. There’s just so much talent, so many dif-

ferent kinds of music, different kinds of people and 

it’s just cool to be in a community of artists coming 

together with fans who are really into discovering 

music. We’ve already discovered some.”

Haley could hardly wait to hit the stage herself. 

“I’m excited because it’s our first time at South by 

Southwest and it’s the NASH-FM stage and it’s a 

one-of-a-kind audience and one-of-a-kind venue,” she 

says. “I’m excited to think about how unpredictable 

Sweet 
Sounds

Westwood One and  
Mars Candy mixed  
music and chocolate  
together for a night  
of fun during South  
by Southwest.

Haley Georgia

The Rattle Inn 
hosted NASH 
Live in Austin.  
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tonight is going to be.” 

For the members of Breaking Southwest, the 

show was an opportunity to introduce themselves 

and their new single, “Ghost Town,” to the crowd. 

“We’ll have six or seven songs ready to go—we’ll 

play some originals, a couple of covers and, of 

course, the new single, ‘Ghost Town,’” says lead 

singer Kent Bell. “It’ll be the first time we’ve played 

it live for an audience, so that’s exciting. So, hope-

fully we’ll gauge some reaction based on that.”

Speaking of reactions, attendees at NASH Live in 

Austin were also asked to taste and vote for their 

favorite Twix—that is, the Twix bar positioned on 

the right or on the left—and we couldn’t resist the 

urge to ask the artists which they would choose. 

“Right in the midst of this heated political sea-

son, I have to choose left or right?” asks Kent with 

a smile. “I guess if I’m being honest, I would prob-

ably lean toward the right, but in all honesty, I’m 

more of a Snickers guy.”

“Can I choose a half of both?” asks Haley. “Is that 

an option?”

“I would choose the right,” says Brandon. “I love 

Twix and I’m not just saying that. Twix is my go-to 

candy bar, so I’m envisioning myself with a Twix in 

my hands and I’m right-handed, so I feel like I’d go 

with the right first.” TAMMY RAGUSA

Mo Pitney

Breaking 
Southwest
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KIX: You’ve had a lot of songs 

recorded, but I’m assuming you 

always had the artist bug.

CHRIS: Yeah, I moved here to be a 

famous singer. I found out quick that 

you don’t get famous right off the bat. 

Playing in Tootsie’s I was getting all 

kinds of fire-hazard codes downtown, 

I was packing it so much with locals 

that they were shutting it down, they 

didn’t have room for the tourists. 

That was catching Music Row’s eye. 

So I was getting a lot of record deal 

offers and things which I thought, ‘I’ll 

just take the first one I can get.’ I did, 

I took the first one I could get, back 

when Mark Wright and [John] Grady 

were running Sony and they offered 

me a deal. As I was going to sign my 

record deal, I was literally in the car, 

dressed up, going over to sign at Sony 

and that’s when the merger happened 

over there and the BMG thing folded 

up and my deal was no longer. So I 

didn’t even get it signed. I already told 

everybody I got a record deal. So that 

was my first shot in the foot.

Then I got a publishing deal, started 

writing songs. At that point I still 

thought I was going to be a famous 

singer so I was writing everything 

for me and writing just a bunch of 

straight crap, nothing was good. Then 

everything just sort of snowballed 

and I got free and clear in ’09. Then I 

got offered a deal at BNA and it was 

a solid deal and I did it, but a couple 

months into that [label head] Joe 

Galante exited and I was stuck on 

another label without a president. So 

then I thought, ‘Well, there was my 

first big shot.’ I was just kind of sitting 

there and ended up asking [to get] off 

the label and I thought, ‘I’m just going 

to write songs full-time.’ So then my 

songwriting journey began, really. I 

had a new wife, a new family and I 

needed to make some money so I put 

my nose to the grindstone and wrote 

songs hard.

KIX: What’s the turning point for you as 

a songwriter? What did you do different 

that made those songs successful?

CHRIS: Had some babies. Had some 

kids, honestly, that was number one. 

And number two I got a great wife—

you know, when you’re a man you’re 

supposed to be the provider and the 

worker. At that point I had my stuff 

together, I owned a farm and I was 

doing OK. But I needed to step it up and 

that was really my biggest inspiration 

behind it. And no matter what the 

subject matter of the songs I figured 

would be from that point on, I just 

needed to try to write hits like my peers 

were doing, like my songwriter buddies, 

like David Lee Murphy was doing and 

the guys I was running around with.

KIX: What’s the most excited you’ve 

ever gotten about a song someone 

else has recorded?

CHRIS: Oh gosh, recently a song called 

“Messing With Jesus.” I wrote it with 

my wife out there in the studio. We 

were pitching this song and I really 

wanted [Tim] McGraw to cut it, like real 

bad. I wrote this song with Kelly and 

somebody had said to her, ‘Are you 

all done having babies?’—because we 

have four kids. She said, ‘Oh, you know 

Chris, he don’t want to go messing with 

Jesus now, we don’t want to do that 

preventative maintenance.’ And then 

we kind of coined that and she brought 

that phrase into it and I was like ‘wow.’ 

She wanted to go a little soft with it and 

I wanted to go hard with it. I was trying 

to get McGraw to cut it, I heard he loved 

it but it ended up never getting cut. So 

I thought, ‘I’m going to cut that thing 

and put it on my album.’ I called up 

Byron Gallimore, who produces Tim 

and produces me, too, and said, ‘Hey, 

do you think McGraw would do this?’ 

and he said, ‘Heck, yeah.’ . . . So we did 

a duet and that’s the most fired up I’ve 

gotten about one.

KIX: So what about the boat? Surely 

someone has come out of the 

woodwork and given you a boat?

CHRIS: You would think so, right? 

Nobody has given me a boat.

“BUY ME A BOAT” SINGER CHRIS JANSON KICKS  

IT WITH KIX BROOKS IN THE STUDIO AS THEY 

LOOK BACK ON THE START OF CHRIS’ RECORDING  

CAREER AND THE BOAT HE’S STILL WAITING FOR.
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LEARNING THE ROPES

“I went to Belmont 
[University in Nashville] and 
dropped out after two years. I 
ended up booking this show 
in Bentonville, Arkansas, at 
Pontiac Coffee House. I drove 
nine and a half hours, walked 
in and they had no idea I was 
coming. I was shocked. They 
said I could sit down and 
play at a table, so I sat down 
and started to play my guitar. 
Across the room there was a 
Girl Scouts meeting. I noticed 
some of the moms looking 
over and they were smiling 
at me. I picked up a stool 
and brought it over. Very 
quickly the smiles turned 
to distaste. I stopped and 
asked if it was bothering 
them. One of the moms 

was like, ‘Yeah, if you could 
go back over there.’ I went 
back over to the table and 
kept playing my songs. 
Making a bold choice like 
dropping out of college you 
feel like ‘I have to make 
this work!’ It was probably 
stupidity that was driving 
me. I didn’t know what else 
to do. I had no other plans 
that night. Now usually they 
know I’m coming.”

OPENING ACT

“Dan and Shay have both 
been huge supporters and 
it’s meant the world to me. 
Dan’s from Pittsburgh, too. 
Our high school bands used 
to play together. My high 
school band used to open 
for his high school band. 

They were always a little fur-
ther along.”

SUITCASE LIVING 

“I don’t think I’ve ever had a 
song where I thought, ‘This 
should be on the radio,’ until 
now with ‘Suitcase.’ This has 
a bigger reach than anything 
I’ve ever done. Country music 
is a much bigger genre than 
it used to be—bigger by how 
many people listen to it and 
bigger in how wide the spec-
trum of artistry is. I’m really 
inspired by a lot of the music.”

RISE UP

“The day [Travis Meadows] 
and I wrote ‘Riser’ was really 
personal to us. It was some-
thing we hoped the world 
might hear someday. It was 

really exciting that Dierks 
felt as passionate about the 
song and how he embraced 
it. Travis came in with the 
idea to write a song called 
‘Survivor.’ Travis has truly 
survived so much. I came 
from a strong family and had 
opportunities in life. I had a 
few heartbreaks and failed 
algebra, but it was nothing 
compared to what he had 
survived. I didn’t feel quali-
fied to write the song. He 
strongly disagreed. He said, 
‘You’re so damn optimistic. 
I’ve been having a bad day 
for six years, I need your op-
timism for this song.’ So, ob-
viously I sat down and wrote 
the song with him and I’m 
really glad I did.”
ANNIE REUTER

WHO’S NEWWHO’S NEW

Steve  
Moakler
WHY YOU SHOULD KNOW HIM

In addition to releasing his self-titled EP on 
March 11, Steve has co-written songs for several  
of country’s top artists, including Dierks 
Bentley’s “Riser” and Jake Owen’s “Surefire 
Feeling.” Steve recently toured with Dan + Shay 
and made his Grand Ole Opry debut. 

HOMETOWN 

Bethel Park, Pa. 
NEW SINGLE 

“Suitcase”
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The nice folks at the National Weather Service aren’t 

the only ones who can issue a Heat Advisory—Nash 

Country Weekly has declared its own state of emer-

gency. Our annual Hottest Bachelors Contest has 

pushed the heat index off the chart, and it’s only 

April. Proceed with caution as you check out our 

Top 10 Hottest Bachelors, as voted by you, the NCW 

readers. If you start to feel lightheaded or short of 

breath, don’t say we didn’t warn you.  

COUNTRY MUSIC’S  

10 HOTTEST BACHELORS

p
h

o
to

 b
y
 D

a
v

id
 M

cC
li
s
te

r



SCOTTY McCREERY 

Age: 22 

Hometown: Garner, N.C. Hometown: Garner, N.C. 

What the heck happened here? What the heck happened here? 

Without ceremony, Scotty Without ceremony, Scotty 

McCreery has gone from a McCreery has gone from a 

fresh-faced kid to a handsome, fresh-faced kid to a handsome, 

confident and, yes, sexy young confident and, yes, sexy young 

man. The sweet son of the man. The sweet son of the 

South who blew American Idol South who blew American Idol 

judges away so many years ago judges away so many years ago 

has been more boy-next-door has been more boy-next-door 

than sexy, but age has served than sexy, but age has served 

him well. His piercing blue eyes him well. His piercing blue eyes 

sparkle a little more, he sports a sparkle a little more, he sports a 

bit of scruff on his chin and his bit of scruff on his chin and his 

shoulders are broader and more shoulders are broader and more 

athletic than they were when he athletic than they were when he 

was a slender young baseball was a slender young baseball 

player in high school. With a few player in high school. With a few 

extra years also comes a stron-extra years also comes a stron-

ger sense of self and style, and ger sense of self and style, and 

Scotty is wearing both well. His Scotty is wearing both well. His 

confidence and swagger is more confidence and swagger is more 

natural and comfortable, but natural and comfortable, but 

one thing that hasn’t changed one thing that hasn’t changed 

about Scotty is his incredible about Scotty is his incredible 

heart. He is truly one of the heart. He is truly one of the 

sweetest souls in country mu-sweetest souls in country mu-

sic and you can’t find anything sic and you can’t find anything 

that’s sexier than that. You’re that’s sexier than that. You’re 

not getting older, Scotty, you’re not getting older, Scotty, you’re 

getting hotter. getting hotter. 
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CHRIS YOUNG 

Age: 30 

Hometown: Murfreesboro, Tenn.

He’s a repeat offender, occupying a spot on Nash 

Country Weekly’s Top 10 Hottest Bachelors for almost 
as long as we’ve known there was a Chris Young. He’s 
dinged the bell at the top of the list multiple times and 
for so many good reasons, but at the most basic level 
he’s just plain hot. Whether he’s giving you that smol-
dering, sultry and steamy stare or that wicked half-grin 
that reveals the slightest dimple, Chris is melting hearts. 

Oh, fess up, you saw the same photos and your knees 
turned to macaroni for a minute, too. The tall hunk of 
handsome also has incredible hair, fully loaded guns 
and a jawline you could sharpen a knife on. But it’s 
what’s on the inside that counts, right? Well, this fella’s 
insides are pure gold. The consummate Southern gen-
tleman, Chris goes out of his way for his fans, his friends 
and, of course, his family, with no agenda other than the 
satisfaction of kindness. He’s quick with a joke, often at 
his own expense, but even when he’s serving up a little 
good-natured ribbing, it always comes with a side order 
of that smile and warm laugh. 
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GARY ALLAN 

Age: 48 

Hometown:  

La Mirada, Calif. 

With his dark pompadour, 
steely eyes and the exten-
sive ink he sports on his 
surfer bod, Gary Allan looks 
like country music’s rebel 
without a cause—and yep, 
that’s hot. Who doesn’t like 
a bad boy? But let’s get 
real here. His innately gritty 
voice turned to gravy when 
he sang the heart-melting 
“Tough Little Boys,” and 
that makes him a whole 
other kind of toasty. Ready 
to elevate Gary’s thermom-
eter to the level of blister-
ing magma? Add to his 
list of winning traits a cool 
confidence, razor-sharp 
wit and ultra-keen intel-
lect. One more thing. While 
we often see this country 
hottie flexing his biceps in 
tight tees, he has a strong 
sense of style that led him 
to open one of the trendi-
est men’s apparel stores 
in Nashville—The Label. 
Believe us, he makes those 
suits sizzle.
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DWIGHT YOAKAM

Age: 59 

Hometown: Pikeville, Ky. 

Confidence is hot, and Dwight 
Yoakam has that by the truckload. 
He mesmerizes country music audi-
ences with his honky-tonk-infused 
performances and then he switches 
gears to tackle acting roles like the 
abusive boyfriend in Sling Blade, 
the psychopathic killer in Panic 

Room or the bible-thumpin’ evan-
gelist in Four Christmases. What we 
love most about Dwight, though, 
is when those long, lean legs are 
wrapped in warm leather and 
fringe and he’s effortlessly twist-
ing, scooting and gliding across the 
stage, rhinestones sparkling and 
cowboy hat dipping and rocking to 
the rhythm of smashes like “Little 
Sister.” He is also boasting a shock 
of silvery locks under that low-tilted 
Stetson these days and that makes 
his rugged masculinity seem even 
more distinguished. 



KIP MOORE

Age: 31

Hometown:  

Tifton, Ga.

Kip Moore is like a study 
in contrasts, proving that 
variety is the spice of 
life. On one hand he’s a 
chiseled, laid-back surfer 
dude wearing a backwards 
ball cap, but on the other 
he’s a hardworking country 
boy driven to make his 
dreams come true. He 
gives off a tough-guy 
vibe full of swagger and 
confidence, but at the same 
time he’s a total softie 
with the heart and soul of 
a hopeless romantic. That 
combination of casual cool 
and sensitivity lands him 
smack-dab in the heart of 
this year’s hottest list, along 
with his smoky, sexy voice.
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BLAKE SHELTON

Age: 39

Hometown: Ada, Okla.

Blake’s had a lot of looks over 
the years, but like a fine wine 
he only seems to get bet-
ter with age. He’s ditched the 
mullet, clean-shaven face and 
cowboy hat from his early 
days, and now looks more like 
a Hollywood movie star than 
an urban cowboy. His pierc-
ing eyes, short wavy hair, slick 
suit jackets and just the right 
amount of chin stubble send 
his adoring female fans into 
overdrive—and being 6 feet 5 
inches tall and funny as hell 
sure doesn’t hurt.
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SAM HUNT 

Age: 31 

Hometown:  

Cedartown, Ga. 

It’s not surprising that this ex-
college football player made 
our list again. Sam sports 
the rugged, taut physique of 
an athlete, combined with a 
winning smile and a chin that 
appears to have been chiseled 
out of marble. And have you 
seen him perform live? Like 
a sleek gridiron star, Sam 
has all the right moves and 
uses them to punctuate his 
songs in full force. Sam has 
a strong sense of style, too. 
He unapologetically brought 
skinny jeans and the flat bill 
ball cap to country music, and 
his legion of fans is proof that 
they love him for it.

KENNY CHESNEY 

Age: 48 

Hometown: Knoxville, Tenn.  

Kenny is a perennial member of this 
hot list, and for a variety of reasons. 
Mainly, there still exists an aura of 
mystery about Kenny, despite the 
fact that he’s been on the charts 
and in the public eye for more than 
20 years. But he reveals little about 
his private life, preferring to spend 
his offstage time holed away in the 
Caribbean or some other lush spot. 
Onstage, though, Kenny comes alive, 
putting on as energetic a show as 
you might find in an entertainer half 
his age. He hasn’t lost a hint of sex 
appeal, a notion that his female fans 
have obviously kept in mind. 
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BRETT ELDREDGE 

Age: 30  

Hometown: Paris, Ill. 

Everyone loves a good-timing guy 
to laugh and enjoy life’s simple 
pleasures with, which explains part 
of what lands Brett Eldredge on 
our list. And the other part of his 
“it” factor is quite obvious, whether 
you know the guy personally or not. 
Sure, his beautiful, piercing blue 
eyes and inviting smile can make 
anybody melt. But it’s his lovable, 
goofy side and infectious laugh 
that keep his flock of fans enam-
ored with whatever will be coming 
out of his mouth next. NCW

CHUCK WICKS 

Age: 36  

Hometown: 

Smyrna, Del. 

Tall, dark, handsome and 
hilarious, Chuck is the 
complete package. Whether 
he’s sporting a ball cap with 
a white T-shirt and flannel 
button-up over blue jeans, a 
three-piece suit or his hunting 
camo, Chuck takes the heat 
factor to a whole new level. 
His sexy smile aside, Chuck 
has a sensitive and caring 
heart of gold that makes 
his female fan base swoon 
even more. His charming 
personality and wit brighten 
up any room, leaving everyone 
with a smile and a bellyache 
from laughing so hard.
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A FEW MILES OUTSIDE DOWNTOWN NASHVILLE IN AN 

industrial area yet to be touched by the boomtown’sindustrial area yet to be touched by the boomtown’s 

rapid glitzification, there’s an unmarked building maderapid glitzification, there’s an unmarked building made 

of cinder blocks near a busy railroad track. In the dark, 

it looks like trouble. But if you’re ever invited inside, 

you’ll find something unexpected—a grown-up clubhouseyou’ll find something unexpected—a grown-up clubhouse 

for one of the biggest country acts of the late ’90s. This is 

Lonestar’s “band cave.”

“This is something“This is something we did a couple of years ago, and we did a couple of years ago, and

it’s somethinit’s something we should have done 20 years ago,” says we should have done 20 years ago,” says

the band’s lthe band’s lead singer, Richie McDonald, during an on-dthe band’s lead singer, Richie McDonald, during an on-singer, Richie McDonald, during an on-

location Nalocation Nash Country Weekly photo shoot. “It just serves Countrylocation Nash Country Weekly photo shoot. “It just serves Weekly photo shoot. “It just serves

so many pso many purposes—writing songs, recording, this en-es—writingso many purposes—writing songs, recording, this en-songs, recording, this en-

compassecompasses everything we do in one building. [Keyboard thingcompasses everything we do in one building. [Keyboard we do in one building. [Keyboard

player/vocalist] Dean [Sams] actually mentioned it one ctuallyplayer/vocalist] Dean [Sams] actually mentioned it one mentioned it one

day and said, ‘I’m gonna go look for a building.’ I remem-oday and said, ‘I’m gonna go look for a building.’ I remem-lookday and said, ‘I’m gonna go look for a building.’ I remem-for a building.’ I remem-

berber the day he found this, and I was like, ‘Ahhh, I don’t tber the day he found this, and I was like, ‘Ahhh, I don’t his,ber the day he found this, and I was like, ‘Ahhh, I don’t and I was like, ‘Ahhh, I don’t

know.’know.’ But it was the best thing we’ve ever done.”eknow.’ But it was the best thing we’ve ever done.”best thing we’ve ever done.”

AloAlong with Richie and Dean, the band is comprised of andAlong with Richie and Dean, the band is comprised of Dean, the band is comprised of

guitguitarist Michael Britt and drummer Keech Rainwater, Michaguitarist Michael Britt and drummer Keech Rainwater, tguitarist Michael Britt and drummer Keech Rainwater, and drummer Keech Rainwater,

anand the group exploded in 1999 with the release of group expland the group exploded in 1999 with the release of in 1999 with the release of

itits third album, Lonely Grill, a multiplatinum smash hirdits third album, Lonely Grill, a multiplatinum smash album, Lonelyits third album, Lonely Grill, a multiplatinum smash Grill,its third album, Lonely Grill, a multiplatinum smash a multiplatinum smash

thatthat included the hits “Amazed,” “Smile,” “What About included the hits “Amazed,”that included the hits “Amazed,” “Smile,” “What About “Smile,” “What About

Now” and “Tell Her.” “Amazed” became their signature 

song, topping the country singles chart and the all-genre ong,song, topping the country singles chart and the all-genre topping the country singles chart and the all-genre

Billboard Hot 100 for the first time since Kenny Rogers illboardBillboard Hot 100 for the first time since Kenny Rogers HotBillboard Hot 100 for the first time since Kenny Rogers 100 for the first time since Kenny Rogers

and Dolly Parton’s “Islands in the Stream” in 1983. The Dollyand Dolly Parton’s “Islands in the Stream” in 1983. The Parton’s “Islands in the Stream” in 1983. The

achingly romantic track lives on today as a popular wed-inglyachingly romantic track lives on today as a popular wed-romantic track lives on today as a popular wed-

dingding song, and the resulting awards and honors showered song,ding song, and the resulting awards and honors showered and the resulting awards and honors showered

on theon the band are displayed throughout the band cave.band are displayed throughout the band cave.

Coming up on that album’s 17th anniversary, it 

might be tempting to think of the band as being over 

the hill, but a quick glance around the building—

which used to be a workout facility—proves other-

wise. There’s a pool table, full-sized shuffleboard court, 

arcade basketball game,arcade basketball game, Ping-Pong table and a stage Ping-Pong table and a stage

with plenty of space towith plenty of space to rehearse, plus offices, a writing rehearse, plus offices, a writing

room and a badmintroom and a badminton court marked out on the floor in court marked out on the floor in

fluorescent tape. Thfluorescent tape. There are comfy chairs everywhere, arefluorescent tape. There are comfy chairs everywhere, comfy chairs everywhere,

and personal photoand personal photos of the band’s rise to fame hang next heand personal photos of the band’s rise to fame hang next band’s rise to fame hang next

to platinumto platinum plaques and ACM awards, showing the four plaquto platinum plaques and ACM awards, showing the four ACMto platinum plaques and ACM awards, showing the four awards, showing the four

men tmen to be true friends—family, really—who have trav-imen to be true friends—family, really—who have trav-—whomen to be true friends—family, really—who have trav-have trav-

eled the weled the world and achieved their dreams together.dreamseled the world and achieved their dreams together.together.

And they’reAnd they’re not done yet: a new album, Never Enders, newAnd they’re not done yet: a new album, Never Enders, album, Never Enders,

is coming out ois coming out on April 29, and they plan to tour until d they plan to tour until

their fans stoptheir fans stop showing up to shows. They bought this ntheir fans stop showing up to shows. They bought this shows.their fans stop showing up to shows. They bought this They bought this

place after fiplace after finding it posted on Craigslist, believe it or gplace after finding it posted on Craigslist, believe it or itplace after finding it posted on Craigslist, believe it or postplace after finding it posted on Craigslist, believe it or Craigslist, believe it or

not, and turnot, and turned it into their headquarters/hangout.dnot, and turned it into their headquarters/hangout.itnot, and turned it into their headquarters/hangout.into theirnot, and turned it into their headquarters/hangout.hnot, and turned it into their headquarters/hangout.dquarters/hangout.

JUST GETTING STARTED
LONESTAR HAS TRAVELED A LONG ROAD, BUT THE BAND IS NOWHERE 

NEAR FINISHED. THEIR NEW ALBUM—NEVER ENDERSÑAND THEIR  

FUN-FILLED “BAND CAVE” PROVE THEY’RE STILL YOUNG AT HEART.

STORY BY CHRIS PARTON  PHOTOS BY TYLER ANDREWS
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“We used“We used to have our stuff spread out over three have“We used to have our stuff spread out over three our stuff spread out over three

places,” Dplaces,” Dean explains. “We were storing some stuff xplains.places,” Dean explains. “We were storing some stuff “We were storing some stuff

here, storhere, storing some old sets there. We were paying $700 mehere, storing some old sets there. We were paying $700 old sets there. We were paying $700

to $800 ato $800 a day to rehearse, and we had just bought a bus, rehearse,to $800 a day to rehearse, and we had just bought a bus, and we had just bought a bus,

which wwhich was another good investment because we were erwhich was another good investment because we were good investment because we were

spending way too much on leasing crappy buses, so there dispending way too much on leasing crappy buses, so there hspending way too much on leasing crappy buses, so there rappyspending way too much on leasing crappy buses, so there buses, so there

were all these expenses. It helps to have a place where swere all these expenses. It helps to have a place where towere all these expenses. It helps to have a place where have a place where

we can park the bus, plus Richie’s got all these cool toys Richie’swe can park the bus, plus Richie’s got all these cool toys got all these cool toys

wwe got to bring down here! So we rehearse, we park our ere!we got to bring down here! So we rehearse, we park our So we rehearse, we park our

busbus here, we park our cars here when we leave town, rbus here, we park our cars here when we leave town, cars here when we leave town,

wewe’ve had fan club parties here, we’ve got a writing room tieswe’ve had fan club parties here, we’ve got a writing room here, we’ve got a writing room

wwith a Pro Tools setup for recording—anything and  Towith a Pro Tools setup for recording—anything and  forwith a Pro Tools setup for recording—anything and  recording—anything and

everything we need is right here in this space.”ingeverything we need is right here in this space.”we neeverything we need is right here in this space.”ghteverything we need is right here in this space.”here in this space.”

The guys say they spend quite a bit of time in the heThe guys say they spend quite a bit of time in the guys say theyThe guys say they spend quite a bit of time in the dThe guys say they spend quite a bit of time in the quite a bit of time in the

band cave. Michael drops in a few times a week to tinker andband cave. Michael drops in a few times a week to tinker cave. Michael dropband cave. Michael drops in a few times a week to tinker nband cave. Michael drops in a few times a week to tinker a few times a week to tinker

with his guitar amps whilewith his guitar amps while Dean and Keech come and Deanwith his guitar amps while Dean and Keech come and and Keech come and

go whenever they want, but theygo whenever they want, but they all agree Richie is here all agree Richie is here

almost constantly. He’s even become the band’s unofficial 

mechanic, using the cave as his shop.

“One of my favorite pictures that I’ve ever taken of 

Richie, he was kind of like the kid who got caught with 

his hand in the cookie jar,” Dean says with a grin. “I 

came down here unannounced one night, and as I pulled 

up he comes running around the side and goes, ‘What 

are you doing?’ He literally, from head to toe, was black 

from soot and grease. You could just barely see the 

whites around his eyes. I’m like,whites around his eyes. I’m like, ‘I just came to pick up ‘I just came to pick up

something. What are you doingsomething. What are you doing?’ And he’s changing the ’something. What are you doing?’ And he’s changing the And he’s changing the

muffler on the bus,” recalls Demuffler on the bus,” recalls Dean, laughing. “It was rust-laughing. “It was rust-

ed out!” Richie says in mock eed out!” Richie says in mock exasperation. “It was falling peration.ed out!” Richie says in mock exasperation. “It was falling “It was falling

off and you couldn’t weld anyoff and you couldn’t weld anything back!”goff and you couldn’t weld anything back!”back!”

Richie might be the band’sRichie might be the band’s best mechanic, but when it echanic,Richie might be the band’s best mechanic, but when it but when it

came to assembling their necame to assembling their new album Never Enders, the Never Enders, the

foursome took a collective afoursome took a collective approach. Dean handled most Deanfoursome took a collective approach. Dean handled most handled most

of the production duties, buof the production duties, but everyone in the band pitched in the band pitched

in to create a sound they sin to create a sound they say feels closer to their late-’90s erin to create a sound they say feels closer to their late-’90s to their late-’90s

heydayheyday and Lonely Grill than anything else they’ve done. andheyday and Lonely Grill than anything else they’ve done. Lonely Grill theyday and Lonely Grill than anything else they’ve done. else they’veheyday and Lonely Grill than anything else they’ve done. done.heyday and Lonely Grill than anything else they’ve done. 

The title track—also the lead single—shows what they The title track—also the lead single—shows what they 

meamean, with big, expressive guitars, propulsive drumming 

and Richand Richie’s crystal-clear vocals on full display. The band ndand Richie’s crystal-clear vocals on full display. The band 

didn’t writedidn’t write it, but the guys knew right away it was the sdidn’t write it, but the guys knew right away it was the thedidn’t write it, but the guys knew right away it was the 

perfect startingperfect starting point for their 10th studio album.pperfect starting point for their 10th studio album.um.perfect starting point for their 10th studio album.

“‘Never Enders’ w“‘Never Enders’ was one of the first songs we picked,” we picked,”

Michael explains. “Michael explains. “It seems like every album we’ve done we’ve done

lately, there’s onelately, there’s one song that kind of sets the tone for the nelately, there’s one song that kind of sets the tone for the for the

whole album . .whole album . . . and as soon as I heard that song, we ng,whole album . . . and as soon as I heard that song, we we

were all kind owere all kind of like, ‘What did you think?’ I said, ‘If we didwere all kind of like, ‘What did you think?’ I said, ‘If we youwere all kind of like, ‘What did you think?’ I said, ‘If we d,were all kind of like, ‘What did you think?’ I said, ‘If we ‘If we

can get 10 soncan get 10 songs like that, I will love it.’ So that was the at,can get 10 songs like that, I will love it.’ So that was the I will love itcan get 10 songs like that, I will love it.’ So that was the wascan get 10 songs like that, I will love it.’ So that was the the

(Above) Pictured rehearsing a tune in the Lonestar “band cave” are (from left) Michael, 
Richie and Dean; (below left) throwing darts is a favorite pastime of the quartet;  
(below right) the guys chat with NCW about their new album and home away from home. 

(Below) Drummer Keech (right) and Richie 
compare notes during a photo shoot.
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song we compared everysong we compared everything to, and the fact that it ndsong we compared everything to, and the fact that it the fact that it

became our first singlebecame our first single kind of fits because that was the ecausebecame our first single kind of fits because that was the that was the

one we were striving to match every time.”eone we were striving to match every time.”weone we were striving to match every time.”wereone we were striving to match every time.”strivingone we were striving to match every time.”tone we were striving to match every time.”time.”one we were striving to match every time.”

Matching “Never Enders” proved to be a tall order, Matching “Never Enders” proved to be a tall order, 

thothough, since the phrase has so much meaning to the band.

“It ca“It can mean a lot of different things,” Dean says. “In In“It can mean a lot of different things,” Dean says. “In 

one sense, ione sense, it’s about the longevity of our career. . . . On .one sense, it’s about the longevity of our career. . . . On . . On

the album coverthe album cover there’s a picture of us—we actually actuallythe album cover there’s a picture of us—we actually 

took it at an airptook it at an airport but it looks like a long road. The gtook it at an airport but it looks like a long road. The road. The

picture is from tpicture is from the front, so there’s a lot of road behind roadpicture is from the front, so there’s a lot of road behind behind

us, and there ius, and there is a lot of road behind us because we’ve useus, and there is a lot of road behind us because we’ve we’ve

spent 24 yearspent 24 years together as a band. And then for the back baspent 24 years together as a band. And then for the back forspent 24 years together as a band. And then for the back the back

cover it’s thecover it’s the reverse shot of that, so it’s from behind us ofcover it’s the reverse shot of that, so it’s from behind us that, scover it’s the reverse shot of that, so it’s from behind us hindcover it’s the reverse shot of that, so it’s from behind us us

looking at thlooking at the road ahead, because we feel like we have a ead,looking at the road ahead, because we feel like we have a because welooking at the road ahead, because we feel like we have a welooking at the road ahead, because we feel like we have a have a

lot of musilot of music left in us. . . . We are never-enders—we don’t us.lot of music left in us. . . . We are never-enders—we don’t . . . We are never-enlot of music left in us. . . . We are never-enders—we don’t elot of music left in us. . . . We are never-enders—we don’t don’t

quit, we’rquit, we’re strong and we’re united as a band, and all of ngquit, we’re strong and we’re united as a band, and all of and we’re united as a band,quit, we’re strong and we’re united as a band, and all of allquit, we’re strong and we’re united as a band, and all of of

those thithose things really tie into the ‘Never Enders’ theme.”sthose things really tie into the ‘Never Enders’ theme.”reallythose things really tie into the ‘Never Enders’ theme.”tie into the ‘Never Enders’ ththose things really tie into the ‘Never Enders’ theme.”e.”those things really tie into the ‘Never Enders’ theme.”

They’They’re hoping to film a music video for the song soon, eThey’re hoping to film a music video for the song soon, hopingThey’re hoping to film a music video for the song soon, to film a music video for the song soThey’re hoping to film a music video for the song soon, n,They’re hoping to film a music video for the song soon, 

and whileand while they don’t know what shape it will take just yet, they don’t know what shape it will take just yet,and while they don’t know what shape it will take just yet, 

there are plenty of ideas. “We told you what ‘Never Enders’ 

is to us,” Dean says, “but you take what’s going on in the 

world right now—and going on in America—and we need to 

come together. We need to figure out ways to quit bickering 

and be the strong United States of Ameriand be the strong United States of America that we’ve al-aand be the strong United States of America that we’ve al-that we’ve al-

ways been. So this song could take on a lways been. So this song could take on a little spin of that.”leways been. So this song could take on a little spin of that.”spin of that.”

The next setup for the photo shoot iThe next setup for the photo shoot is just about ready, stThe next setup for the photo shoot is just about ready, about ready,

bbut before the guys get back to work they’re asked what beforebut before the guys get back to work they’re asked what the guys get back to workbut before the guys get back to work they’re asked what rebut before the guys get back to work they’re asked what asked what

they like most about their career nowadays. With Never heythey like most about their career nowadays. With Never like most aboutthey like most about their career nowadays. With Never theirthey like most about their career nowadays. With Never career nowthey like most about their career nowadays. With Never .they like most about their career nowadays. With Never With Neverthey like most about their career nowadays. With Never 

Enders due out April 29Enders due out April 29 and a full summer of tour dates aEnders due out April 29 and a full summer of tour dates esEnders due out April 29 and a full summer of tour dates 

on the band’s schedule, Loneson the band’s schedule, Lonestar is far from finished, ed,on the band’s schedule, Lonestar is far from finished, 

but they know their glory days arbut they know their glory days are likely behind them. ndbut they know their glory days are likely behind them. them.

Surrounded by reminders of theiSurrounded by reminders of their platinum-selling, lling,Surrounded by reminders of their platinum-selling, 

globe-trotting peak, each band mglobe-trotting peak, each band member pauses for a mo-rglobe-trotting peak, each band member pauses for a mo-pglobe-trotting peak, each band member pauses for a mo-forglobe-trotting peak, each band member pauses for a mo-a mo-

ment and takes a look around bment and takes a look around before Richie speaks up. ement and takes a look around before Richie speaks up. Richiement and takes a look around before Richie speaks up. ksment and takes a look around before Richie speaks up. up.

He figures life has been goodHe figures life has been good to them, no doubt about it. them,He figures life has been good to them, no doubt about it. no doubtHe figures life has been good to them, no doubt about it. outHe figures life has been good to them, no doubt about it. it.

Now they’re simply wise enoughNow they’re simply wise enough to realize it.to realize it.

“Dean and I were talking about this not too long ago,” 

he says. “Back in the heyday when we were running cra-

zy and having three No. 1s a year, appearing on televi-

sion and going around the world, we never took the time 

to enjoy it. It’s a little less stressful nowadays, but we’re 

still onstage and doingstill onstage and doing shows, and I think we take the shows, and I think we take the

time to reflect on whattime to reflect on what we’re doing. It was such a blur we’re doing. It was such a blur

back then. Now we juback then. Now we just seem to get onstage and have tback then. Now we just seem to get onstage and have seem to get onstage and have

fun. We hadfun. We had fun back then, too, but we didn’t stop and funfun. We had fun back then, too, but we didn’t stop and backfun. We had fun back then, too, but we didn’t stop and en,fun. We had fun back then, too, but we didn’t stop and too,fun. We had fun back then, too, but we didn’t stop and butfun. We had fun back then, too, but we didn’t stop and we didn’t stop and

smell the roses.smell the roses. I think that’s what I enjoy about it—it’s ssmell the roses. I think that’s what I enjoy about it—it’s what I enjoy about it—it’s

a lot more laid-baca lot more laid-back nowadays.” NCWdays.” NCW

Lonestar’s building contains all 
the amenities a band might need, 
including a full-sized pool table, a 
Ping-Pong table, cool signage and 

a working ’80s-vintage jukebox.  
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STORY BY BOB PAXMAN

MERLE MERLE 

HAGGARD HAGGARD 
1937–20161937–2016

The “Poet of the Common Man” changed 
the direction of country music forever. 

MM
erle Haggard was a country music icon. In an era when erle Haggard was a country music icon. In an era when 

the term is often used excessively and incorrectly, Merle the term is often used excessively and incorrectly, Merle 

embodied the term like few other entertainers. embodied the term like few other entertainers. 

The entire music world lost a true legend when Merle The entire music world lost a true legend when Merle 

died on April 6, 2016—his 79th birthday—from complica-died on April 6, 2016—his 79th birthday—from complica-

tions of double pneumonia. He had been in the midst of a tions of double pneumonia. He had been in the midst of a 

concert tour when he was hospitalized in March and forced concert tour when he was hospitalized in March and forced 

to cancel several concert dates. Like the lifelong trouper to cancel several concert dates. Like the lifelong trouper 

that he was, Merle had hoped to resume his tour at some point. And that was Merle to that he was, Merle had hoped to resume his tour at some point. And that was Merle to 

the very end, not wanting to let down his fans, the common folks of America. the very end, not wanting to let down his fans, the common folks of America. 
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Merle was one of them, which accounted for his 

undeniable appeal. He was born on April 6, 1937, in 

Bakersfield, Calif. He often reflected on his hardscrabble 

childhood, being raised primarily by his mother following 

the death of his father when Merle was a boy. He rebelled 

against his strict and stern mother, running away from 

home regularly and spending time in reform schools.

Merle truly knew what the hard-living “outlaw” life-

style was all about. He spent time in San Quentin State 

Prison in California in the late 1950s for an attempt-

ed robbery (Merle was later pardoned for his crime by 

California governor Ronald Reagan). 

But after being released in 1960, Merle turned his life 

around and changed country music in the process. He 

was always attracted to music and songwriting, and he 

became inspired to pursue the life of an artist after 

seeing Johnny Cash perform at San Quentin in 1958. 

Merle made good on his ambition, landing a gig playing 

bass for Wynn Stewart in Las Vegas in the early 1960s. 

Around that time, the Bakersfield Sound was be-

ginning to develop in California, led by Buck Owens. 

The new, hard-driving sound was a staunch reaction 

to the pop-infused stylings being offered by Nashville. 

California-born Merle caught the attention of a 

Bakersfield mainstay, Fuzzy Owen, who signed Merle to 

his small Tally Records label in 1962. 

After signing with Tally, Merle released his debut 

single, “Sing a Sad Song,” in 1963. He later signed 

with Capitol Records, where he saw the bulk of his 

early success. During that portion of his career, Merle 

relied on outside songs for some of his material. His 

first No. 1 hit, 1967’s “The Fugitive,” was co-written by 

MERLE  MERLE  
AT A  AT A  
GLANCEGLANCE

1937 
Born  

in  in  
Oildale,  Oildale,  

Calif.Calif.

1945
Father dies, 

leaving leaving 
mother to care mother to care 

for familyfor family

1957 
Sent to San Quentin State 

Prison for attempted Prison for attempted 
burglary and escaping burglary and escaping 

from county jailfrom county jail

1958 
Attends Johnny Cash’s San 

Quentin performance, inspiring Quentin performance, inspiring 
him to get serious about music him to get serious about music 

and turn his life aroundand turn his life around
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(From left) Johnny 
Cash, Merle, Buck 
Owens and Glen 
Campbell circa the 
late 1960s
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the legendary songwriter Liz Anderson, the mother of 

country great Lynn Anderson. 

Relying on his own experiences along with his affinity 

for the working class, Merle began writing songs that re-

flected his blue-collar roots and those of the average coun-

try fan. “Hungry Eyes” and “I Take a Lot of Pride in What 

I Am” serve as two early examples from the late 1960s. 

He came to national attention almost unwittingly 

with his 1969 anthem “Okie From Muskogee.” It effec-

tively captured the feelings of the middle class and their 

attitudes toward the anti-war protesters of the era. 

On the opposite end of the political spectrum, “Okie 

From Muskogee” raised the ire of ’60s activists who 

basically derided Merle for what they perceived to be 

antiquated notions about smoking marijuana and other 

issues of the day. In later years, Merle often maintained 

that he was writing from the point of a view of a con-

servative and that the views did not necessarily reflect 

his own. Nonetheless, “Okie From Muskogee” hit No. 1 

on the country charts and also won the Country Music 

Association award for Single of the Year.

Merle followed that up with a seriously angry state-

ment, “The Fightin’ Side of Me,” further cementing his 

status with the country fan base. “I Wonder If They Ever 

Think of Me,” “If We Make It Through December” and 

other tunes made statements for the working class with-

out being condescending. In the period from 1973 to early 

1976, Merle scored nine straight No. 1 country singles, 

including “Kentucky Gambler,” written by Dolly Parton, 

and ‘The Roots of My Raising.” Merle also enjoyed hit 

duets with a varying list of singing partners, rang-

ing from Willie Nelson and George Jones to actor Clint 

1963
Records first song 

of professional of professional 
career, “Sing a career, “Sing a 

Sad Song”Sad Song”

1965
Voted 

ACM Most ACM Most 
Promising Promising 

Male VocalistMale Vocalist

1966
First No. 1 
hit, “I’m a hit, “I’m a 
Lonesome Lonesome 
Fugitive”Fugitive”

1969
“Workin’ Man 
Blues,” “Okie Blues,” “Okie 

From Muskogee” From Muskogee” 
releasedreleased

1960
Released  

from  from  
San QuentinSan Quentin
State PrisonState Prison

1962
Joins Wynn 

Stewart’s  Stewart’s  
band as a  band as a  

bass playerbass player
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 (left) with   (left) with  

George  George  
JonesJones

Merle  Merle  
(left) with  (left) with  

Ronald  Ronald  
ReaganReagan
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1972
Pardoned by 

then-California then-California 
governor governor 

Ronald ReaganRonald Reagan

1980
“I Think I’ll 

Just Stay Here Just Stay Here 
and Drink” and Drink” 

releasedreleased

1983
“Pancho and 

Lefty” released Lefty” released 
with Willie with Willie 

NelsonNelson

1984
Wins Grammy for Best  

Country Vocal Performance, Country Vocal Performance, 
Male, for “That’s the  Male, for “That’s the  

Way Love Goes”Way Love Goes”

1970
Voted CMA 

and ACM and ACM 
Entertainer  Entertainer  
of the Year of the Year 

CONTINUEDCONTINUED
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STARS  

REMEMBER  

THE HAG

The country music world  

took to Twitter to pay their  

respects to the country icon. 

Literally just fell to the floor.  

Can't believe we lost the Hag.  

RIP Merle Haggard.

DIERKS BENTLEY

Love and prayers for the Haggard 

family. Merle was a pioneer . . . a true 

entertainer . . . a legend. There will 

never be another like him.

CARRIE UNDERWOOD

A true hero was lost today. Thank 

you for your contribution to not only 

country music but all music.  

LUKE BRYAN

Country music has suffered one of 

the greatest losses it will ever expe-

rience. Rest in peace, Merle Haggard.

CHARLIE DANIELS

There will never be another artist  

like the Hag . . . Rest in peace,  

Merle Haggard.

CHRIS YOUNG

We lost one of the best today. Rest 

in peace, Merle Haggard . . . You will 

be missed.

TYLER FARR

There are no words to describe the 

loss & sorrow felt within all of music 

with the passing of Merle Haggard. 

Thank God for his life & songs.

BRAD PAISLEY

He was more than a great talent.  

He was a gifted poet. What a huge 

inspiration he was to everyone!  

RIP Merle Haggard.

TRAVIS TRITT

Merle Haggard was the best country 

songwriter there ever was.

JASON ISBELL

Just heard the news. I'm so so sad.  

I don't even know what else to say.

MARTINA McBRIDE

Hard to believe the news about 

Merle Haggard. Working with him 

is something I'll never forget & will 

cherish forever.

DUSTIN LYNCH

He was my brother, my friend.  

I will miss him.

WILLIE NELSON

We've lost a giant. No words for  

what Merle Haggard’s music  

meant to me. I know his mind is  

now untangled forever.

CLINT BLACK

So sad to hear about the pass-

ing of Merle Haggard. My thoughts 

and prayers are with his family and 

country music fans.

COLE SWINDELL

We lost a true hero today & I'm very 

sad to say a true friend. I will always 

be eternally grateful. Goodbye, Hag.

STURGILL SIMPSON

The big city finally turned him loose 

. . . and set him free. God bless your 

soul, Merle, thanks for the music. 

FRANKIE BALLARD

It felt like the world stopped for a 

moment when I heard about Merle 

Haggard . . . such an icon . . . thanks 

for your gift to all of us, brother. 

BRETT ELDREDGE
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1987
“Twinkle, Twinkle 

Lucky Star”  Lucky Star”  
released—Merle’s  released—Merle’s  

last No. 1 hitlast No. 1 hit

1994
Inducted into  
the Country  the Country  
Music Hall  Music Hall  
of Fameof Fame

2010
Awarded  
Kennedy  Kennedy  

Center  Center  
HonorsHonors

2016
“Mama Tried” added 

to National Recording to National Recording 
Registry in the Library Registry in the Library 

of Congressof Congress

2016
Dies of 

pneumonia pneumonia 
on his 79th on his 79th 

birthdaybirthday

Eastwood. Merle and Clint reached No. 1 with “Bar Room 

Buddies,” a selection from Clint’s movie Bronco Billy.  

The beauty of Merle’s songs was reflected in their 

authentic simplicity, using direct language rather than 

flowery prose. But that earnest simplicity also contained 

eloquence and empathy, speaking to his audience with-

out talking down to them. Indeed, Merle’s straight-up 

style has influenced virtually every songwriter who plies 

his or her craft today. He undoubtedly deserved the title 

bestowed on him: “Poet of the Common Man.” 

He earned that common-man title with such slice-

of-life songs as “Movin’ On,” “If We Make It Through 

December” and others. His 38 Billboard No. 1 hits place 

him third on the all-time chart-toppers list behind 

George Strait and Conway Twitty.

Merle was inducted into the Country Music Hall of 

Fame in 1994, but that by no means marked the wrap-up 

to his musical life. He toured with the vigor of a young-

er artist and continued to write and record. Starting 

around 2000, Merle enjoyed a career rejuvenation when 

he signed with the independent Anti label, releasing 

the album If I Could Only Fly to wide critical acclaim. 

Subsequent albums like Chicago Wind and I Am What I 

Am, released on different labels, were also well received.

 Merle never tired of performing or touring. “I enjoy it 

as much [as] or more than I ever did,” he told Country 

Weekly in 2011. “It’s kind of like pitching a baseball 

game. You’ve got to stay in that rhythm.”

His later years were often beset with illnesses, but 

those never kept him down for long. Merle reflected 

on being treated for cancer in his 2011 interview with 

Country Weekly, almost taking a lighthearted tone. “I 

had cancer in one part of my lung, the upper right sec-

tion, in 2008, and they were able to take that one sec-

tion out,” Merle explained. “The doctors say I’m doing all 

right. But I can tell you, for a little bit there, I thought I 

was gonna die. I guess I owe my good fortune to the Lord 

and my physicians—and some good luck, too.”

Now, Merle can rest in peace. But country music will 

never be quite the same. NCW

2015
Releases final 
album, Django album, Django 

and Jimmie, with and Jimmie, with 
Willie NelsonWillie Nelson

(From left) Merle, Jerry 
Herman, Bill T. Harris, Oprah 
Winfrey and Paul McCartney 
are honored at the Kennedy 

Center in 2010.

Kern County 
supervisor 
Michael Maggard 
(left) dedicates a 
street in Merle’s 
honor in 2008.  

Merle (left) with 
longtime pal 
Willie Nelson
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LONG  LONG  
STRANGE  STRANGE  

TRIPTRIP
Drummer Drummer MARK HERNDON lays  

out the perils, prizes and pitfalls  out the perils, prizes and pitfalls  

of music success in his new book. of music success in his new book. 

STORY BY BOB PAXMANSTORY BY BOB PAXMANSTORY BY BOB PAXMAN
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M
ark Herndon 

isn’t interested isn’t interested 

in slinging mud in slinging mud 

or serving up a or serving up a 

side order of sour grapes. side order of sour grapes. 

The longtime drummer The longtime drummer 

for all-time country for all-time country 

supergroup Alabama supergroup Alabama 

might have every reason might have every reason 

to feel embittered—the to feel embittered—the 

word “disappointed” word “disappointed” 

comes up much more comes up much more 

frequently—but he’s not frequently—but he’s not 

exactly going there. Still, exactly going there. Still, 

his disappointment is real. his disappointment is real. 

In 2008, Mark was sued In 2008, Mark was sued 

by the other three band by the other three band 

members—Randy Owen, members—Randy Owen, 

Jeff Cook and Teddy Jeff Cook and Teddy 

Gentry—essentially for Gentry—essentially for 

overpayment generated overpayment generated 

by merchandise sales by merchandise sales 

from the group’s farewell from the group’s farewell 

tour in 2003. At the time tour in 2003. At the time 

of the lawsuit, the band of the lawsuit, the band 

explained that Mark was explained that Mark was 

simply an employee, a simply an employee, a 

hired hand if you will, and hired hand if you will, and 

never the fourth official never the fourth official 

member of the group. One member of the group. One 

could counter-argue that could counter-argue that 

Mark’s face and image Mark’s face and image 

appeared on most of the appeared on most of the 

band’s album covers and band’s album covers and 

that Mark, who joined the that Mark, who joined the 

band in 1980, was identi-band in 1980, was identi-

fied as an integral member fied as an integral member 

in the eyes of fans. Mark’s in the eyes of fans. Mark’s 

name is also engraved on name is also engraved on 

Alabama’s Country Music Alabama’s Country Music 

Hall of Fame plaque. Hall of Fame plaque. 

But Mark has neither But Mark has neither 

recorded nor performed recorded nor performed 

with the band since the with the band since the 

time of the lawsuit. These time of the lawsuit. These 

days, he’s living the dual days, he’s living the dual 

life of musician/producer life of musician/producer life of musician/producer 

and licensed airplane pi-and licensed airplane pi-

lot, flying for a company lot, flying for a company 

based in New York. And based in New York. And 

you can rightly add “au-you can rightly add “au-

thor” to his résumé.thor” to his résumé.

Mark recently penned Mark recently penned 

his autobiography, The his autobiography, The 

High Road: Memories High Road: Memories 

From a Long Trip, which From a Long Trip, which From a Long Trip, which 

was released on April 1, ex-was released on April 1, ex-

actly 37 years after joining actly 37 years after joining 

Alabama as its drummer. Alabama as its drummer. 

In the book, Mark sets out In the book, Mark sets out 

to explain his relationship to explain his relationship 

with Alabama and also with Alabama and also 

delves into his not-always-delves into his not-always-

glamorous personal life, glamorous personal life, 

including a bout with al-including a bout with al-

cohol abuse and a painful cohol abuse and a painful 

divorce. But there’s a note divorce. But there’s a note 

of caution: if you’re expect-of caution: if you’re expect-

ing a tell-all, sling-the-dirt ing a tell-all, sling-the-dirt 

account, you’ve come to the account, you’ve come to the 

wrong writer. wrong writer. 

“I did not want to do “I did not want to do 

a tell-all,” says Mark, a tell-all,” says Mark, 

dressed casually in a dressed casually in a 

T-shirt and jeans and seat-T-shirt and jeans and seat-

ed inside the office of his ed inside the office of his 

Nashville publicist. “That’s Nashville publicist. “That’s 

not my nature. But I hope not my nature. But I hope 

there is enough in there to there is enough in there to 

where the reader can draw where the reader can draw 

their own conclusion about their own conclusion about 

what happened. I think it’s what happened. I think it’s 

all illustrated in there.” all illustrated in there.” 

The reader, however, The reader, however, 

will have to infer that will have to infer that 

Mark is indeed speaking Mark is indeed speaking 

of Alabama. At no point in of Alabama. At no point in 

the book does Mark refer the book does Mark refer 

to the act as “Alabama,” to the act as “Alabama,” 

only simply as “the band” only simply as “the band” 

or other generic terms. or other generic terms. 

Photos of the three exist-Photos of the three exist-

ing band members along ing band members along 

with their names are in-with their names are in-

cluded in the book.cluded in the book.

“I can’t afford another “I can’t afford another 

lawsuit,” Mark explains lawsuit,” Mark explains 

about the omission of the about the omission of the 

band name. “If I’m not band name. “If I’m not 

careful, they might sue me careful, they might sue me 

again. I think there’s a lot again. I think there’s a lot 

of animosity out there on of animosity out there on 

their side of the fence. Why? their side of the fence. Why? their side of the fence. Why? 

I guess that falls under the I guess that falls under the I guess that falls under the 

heading of ‘not my busi-heading of ‘not my busi-

ness.’ I’ve let all that go.” ness.’ I’ve let all that go.” 

The High Road digs deep The High Road digs deep 

into Mark’s childhood, his into Mark’s childhood, his 

fascination with airplanes fascination with airplanes 

and aviation and, later in and aviation and, later in 

his youth, his entry into his youth, his entry into 

music. He goes into some music. He goes into some 

detail about his parents detail about his parents 

and his upbringing, mostly and his upbringing, mostly 

for the sake of exposition. for the sake of exposition. 

In many passages, Mark In many passages, Mark 

demonstrates an amazing demonstrates an amazing 

recall for places, names recall for places, names 

and actual conversations. and actual conversations. 

It brings up a somewhat It brings up a somewhat 

obvious question: why obvious question: why 

hadn’t he tried this before? hadn’t he tried this before? 

“I have always been able “I have always been able 

to recall details,” Mark to recall details,” Mark 

says, smiling. “You name says, smiling. “You name 

an arena out there, I can an arena out there, I can 
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(From left) Jeff Cook, Teddy 
Gentry, Mark Herndon and 
Randy Owen of Alabama take 
the stage after being inducted 
into the Country Music Hall of 
Fame in 2005; (right) Mark sits 
behind the drum kit in 1983 
looking cool and comfortable.
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probably tell you what color the seats probably tell you what color the seats 

are.” He draws out another laugh, are.” He draws out another laugh, 

swiveling around in his chair. “For swiveling around in his chair. “For 

some reason, stuff like that gets em-some reason, stuff like that gets em-

bedded in my head. People actually bedded in my head. People actually 

told me many times that I should told me many times that I should 

write a book but I didn’t take it seri-write a book but I didn’t take it seri-

ously until about three years ago.”ously until about three years ago.”

A number of life details proved A number of life details proved 

easy to recall but difficult to divulge, easy to recall but difficult to divulge, 

especially for a first-time writer. especially for a first-time writer. 

“This was very cathartic,” Mark “This was very cathartic,” Mark 

says. “But I didn’t realize how hard says. “But I didn’t realize how hard 

it was to write a book. I’d work on it it was to write a book. I’d work on it 

a day or two and then put it away. a day or two and then put it away. 

The parts of going through [attain-The parts of going through [attain-

ing] sobriety and the divorce were ing] sobriety and the divorce were 

really hard to get down. Realizing really hard to get down. Realizing 

for the first time where I stood in for the first time where I stood in 

the relationship with the band—as a the relationship with the band—as a 

glorified sideman—was tough.”glorified sideman—was tough.”

As the title might suggest, the As the title might suggest, the 

reader is also in for a carefree ride reader is also in for a carefree ride 

through some highly entertaining through some highly entertaining 

road tales. One involves a pre- road tales. One involves a pre- 

Alabama band that Mark played Alabama band that Mark played 

in, with the usual dues being paid in, with the usual dues being paid 

in rough-and-tumble roadhouses in rough-and-tumble roadhouses 

and seedy dive bars. One particular and seedy dive bars. One particular 

club owner, a hulking sort of a man, club owner, a hulking sort of a man, 

lagged a bit behind in paying the lagged a bit behind in paying the 

band for a few dates. When the band band for a few dates. When the band 

entered his office to demand the entered his office to demand the 

money, the owner took considerable money, the owner took considerable 

offense, to put it mildly. offense, to put it mildly. 

As Mark writes in the book, We As Mark writes in the book, We 

approached him, still naively think-approached him, still naively think-

ing somehow that we were going to ing somehow that we were going to 

get paid. The owner instead pulled get paid. The owner instead pulled 

out a double-barreled shotgun, as-out a double-barreled shotgun, as-

suring the boys that if they asked suring the boys that if they asked 

again, their payment would come again, their payment would come 

from both barrels. from both barrels. 

“I kind of joke about it in the book, “I kind of joke about it in the book, 

but that wasn’t funny when it hap-but that wasn’t funny when it hap-

pened,” Mark says, now managing a pened,” Mark says, now managing a 

good laugh. “If you could just picture good laugh. “If you could just picture 

this guy—he looked like he was close this guy—he looked like he was close 

to seven feet tall and had no shirt to seven feet tall and had no shirt 

and a beard down to [his chest]. I was and a beard down to [his chest]. I was 

still wet behind the ears and it just still wet behind the ears and it just 

scared the heck out of me.” At that, scared the heck out of me.” At that, 

Mark lets go another laugh before Mark lets go another laugh before 

asking the most rhetorical of ques-asking the most rhetorical of ques-

tions. “Have you ever looked down tions. “Have you ever looked down 

the wrong end of a double-barreled the wrong end of a double-barreled 

shotgun? Both of those barrels are shotgun? Both of those barrels are 

big. I played in some rough places big. I played in some rough places 

when I was first starting in bands.” when I was first starting in bands.” 

When Mark joined Alabama, the When Mark joined Alabama, the 

group served as the house band for group served as the house band for 

The Bowery, a music club in Myrtle The Bowery, a music club in Myrtle 

Beach, S.C. “That was a step up Beach, S.C. “That was a step up 

compared to some of the places I compared to some of the places I 

played,” Mark says. played,” Mark says. 

Mark stayed with Alabama for Mark stayed with Alabama for 

close to 25 years, so he certainly en-close to 25 years, so he certainly en-

joyed a measure of job security. At joyed a measure of job security. At 

the same time, he admits to feeling the same time, he admits to feeling 

like the perennial outsider, as exist-like the perennial outsider, as exist-

ing members Teddy, Jeff and Randy ing members Teddy, Jeff and Randy 

were all related to one another. were all related to one another. 

“They were family, and I was an out-“They were family, and I was an out-

sider from day one,” Mark explains. sider from day one,” Mark explains. 

“It was a little bit awkward. But no-“It was a little bit awkward. But no-

body held a gun to my head. We had body held a gun to my head. We had 

some good times, for sure.” But it all some good times, for sure.” But it all 

came tumbling down at the end of came tumbling down at the end of 

Alabama’s farewell tour in 2003. Alabama’s farewell tour in 2003. 

“I’m very disappointed as to how “I’m very disappointed as to how 

my contract worked out,” Mark says, my contract worked out,” Mark says, 

casting his eyes downward. “And I casting his eyes downward. “And I 

think there is some disappointment think there is some disappointment 

with fans, too. I have heard from with fans, too. I have heard from 

hundreds of fans since this all hap-hundreds of fans since this all hap-

pened, basically wishing me well. It pened, basically wishing me well. It 

just should not have happened.” just should not have happened.” 

Nonetheless, it did. But as Mark Nonetheless, it did. But as Mark 

succinctly notes, “I am moving on.” succinctly notes, “I am moving on.” 

He maintains that grudges don’t ex-He maintains that grudges don’t ex-

ist within him anymore. “I know lots ist within him anymore. “I know lots 

of people who carry grudges, and it’s of people who carry grudges, and it’s 

a killer,” Mark says. “That’s why I a killer,” Mark says. “That’s why I 

don’t point fingers in the book.”don’t point fingers in the book.”

He is glad to, as newspapers often He is glad to, as newspapers often 

pronounce, set the record straight. “I pronounce, set the record straight. “I 

have gotten a lot off my chest in the have gotten a lot off my chest in the 

book,” Mark says. “I hope that people book,” Mark says. “I hope that people 

find it entertaining and good human find it entertaining and good human 

interest. That’s all I can ask.” NCWinterest. That’s all I can ask.” NCW

MARK HERNDON CONTINUED
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Alabama displays some hard-
ware at the 2003 American ware at the 2003 American 

Music Awards in Los Angeles.Music Awards in Los Angeles.

“IF I’M NOT 
CAREFUL, 

[ALABAMA] 
MAY SUE ME 

AGAIN. I THINK 
THERE’S A  

LOT OF  
ANIMOSITY 
OUT THERE  
ON THEIR 

SIDE OF THE 
FENCE.” 
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LORRIE MORGAN and her husband, 
Randy White, are planning to down-
size. The couple recently put their 
7,300-square-foot waterfront house 
in Lebanon, Tenn.—about an hour east 
of Nashville—on the market for a cool 
$1.1 million. 

“It’s kind of sad to leave it, but we 
want to,” Lorrie tells Nash Country 

Weekly. “We want a different adventure.”
The four-bedroom, four-and-a-half-

bath house is in a gated community 
and includes a pizza oven, a pool and 
an outdoor fireplace, but it’s the scenery 
Lorrie says she’ll miss the most. 

“The view is different for us every 
day,” says the “Five Minutes” singer. 
“There’s a different sunset every day. 
The ducks and geese come in and 
they talk to us when they’re coming. 
And the birds. Randy has all these 
hummingbird feeders, and they wel-
come us every day. Looking out at 
the lake and everything—that’s what 
I’ll miss. There is beauty every day of 
something different.”

Although she’s excited about the up-
coming move, it’s still a bittersweet ex-
perience for Lorrie.

“This was where Randy and I were 
going to grow old,” she says. “We’ve 
got our best friends that live three 
doors up. We’ve had a whirlwind re-
lationship here. We fell in love and 
moved here. When we moved in here, 
we didn’t have anything. We had our 
bed. This is where we wanted to stay.”

Lorrie and her husband are currently 
looking for a smaller, more manage-
able home with some acreage, hope-
fully on the water. 

“Randy wants to retire and we want 
some chickens and some cows and 
we’re going to get us a couple horses, 
so we can go riding,” she adds. “We just 
want to scale everything down.”
GAYLE THOMPSON

Home Improvement 
LORRIE MORGAN IS SELLING HER NASHVILLE-AREA ESTATE. 
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AS THE WORLD BECOMES more and more connected, it’s 
no surprise that distinctive regional cultures are beginning 
to slip away. That’s what’s happening with the traditions of 
the South, and while the process may be impossible to stop, 
Dave Cobb aims to save what’s left for the future.

You might not recognize Dave’s name, 
but you’re probably familiar with his work. 
He’s the visionary producer behind Chris 
Stapleton’s gorgeously gritty Traveller al-
bum (as well as albums from Jason Isbell, 
Strugill Simpson and Shooter Jennings), 
and he’s also the quiet-natured guy stand-
ing beside Chris whenever he picks up an-
other awards-show trophy. But long before 
that, Dave was just another Southern kid 
raised in a tightknit extended family, living 
out the stories behind so many country songs.

With his new concept album, Southern Family, Dave is 
helping document and celebrate that lifestyle with some of 
country’s biggest names—alongside their rootsy Americana 
counterparts. Artists such as Chris, Miranda Lambert and 

Zac Brown join independent stars like Jason Isbell, Anderson 
East and John Paul White, sharing songs about what it’s like 
to grow up immersed in Southern culture.

The project was released on March 18 and features 12 deeply 
personal tunes with titles like “God Is a Working Man,” “Sweet 

By and By,” “Grandma’s Garden” and “Mama’s 
Table,” and Dave hopes it will be thought of as 
more than an all-star compilation. He wants 
it to be a primary source for future genera-
tions, providing insight into an often-mischar-
acterized way of life—just like another oddball 
album did for him, inspiring Dave’s soul-baring 
approach to country in the first place.

Stopping by the Nash Country Weekly offic-
es to chat about the new project—still bleary-
eyed from yet another late-night recording 

session—Dave explained the ancestry of Southern Family.
“There’s a record called White Mansions that was written 

by an English guy named Paul Kennerley, and it was written 
about the American South in the Civil War,” he says. “It was 
produced by Glyn Johns—another English guy—and they 

Grammy award-winning 
producer DAVE COBB

creates a time capsule of 
Southern culture with the 
help of some of country’s 

heavy hitters.  

FAMILY  
TRADITION
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had this dream cast of Waylon Jennings and Jessi Colter. . . . 
And I steal half of my tricks from that record.”

Dave loved the idea of turning history into music and, 
after some convincing from friends, decided to apply it 
to his own life. He was born into a devoutly Pentecostal 
family in Savannah, Ga., and grew up surrounded by tra-
ditional values, so the importance of family ties seemed 
like a topic worth preserving.

“The idea came to me of Southern family being a talking 
point, because everybody’s got stories about grandparents, 
mothers and children,” he says. “I thought, ‘I’ll ask a couple 
friends of mine if they’d want to do something like that.’ 

“The first people I asked were Jason Isbell and Chris 
Stapleton, and I told them I wanted them to write really per-
sonal stories about their family,” Dave continues. “They were 
in, so I asked a couple of other people who were friends of 
mine, and they were in, and then it turned into people I didn’t 
know, like Miranda Lambert, Zac Brown, Brandy Clark and 
John Paul White. Everybody just seemed really up for it.”

Each artist submitted what amounts to a snapshot of 
their upbringing, from Jamey Johnson describing the kitchen 

table his mother proudly served dinner on each night, to 
Anderson East’s memories of his father teaching him to be 
a man in ways that didn’t make sense at the time.

Miranda’s track, called “Sweet By and By,” stands out with 
a well-worn sound, loving vocals and the good advice passed 
between generations ringing in the air, like Save yourself, be-
lieve in faith / Good things come to those who wait.

“She actually wrote the song with my little cousin Brent 
Cobb, and they wrote such a beautiful song,” Dave says. “It 
really is such a sweet message about your family and it really 
paints the lessons you’re taught by your parents. Tell the truth, 
earn your dollar, it’s kind of like the fabric of being Southern, 
of being modest and appreciating where you come from.”

Zac didn’t write the song he chose, called “Grandma’s 
Garden,” but he did make it his own. The country star actually 
planned to record a different tune for the project, but when 
he and Dave met for the first time that day, inspiration struck.

“When I went to record with Zac, I was super-nervous 
and I’m sure it was weird for him,” Dave admits. “We kind 
of showed up last-minute and he had a song we thought 
we were gonna record, and he asked me if I could play 
him something [that was already done] from the album. I 
played him the John Paul White song, ‘Simple Songs,’ and 
I could see his face get really into it. Then he whipped out 
‘Grandma’s Garden,’ and he had been saving it for a while. 

“He shut the room down,” Dave says, thinking back to the 
chill-bump-inducing moment. “It’s such a beautiful song and 
the lyrics are so gorgeous. It’s the grandparents and the grand-
ma that’s holding the family together, and I love the strength 
in that and the strength in what role grandparents play in 
Southern culture. You can tell, no matter what’s going on, your 
grandmother is going to hold you together and make you 
what you are. I thought it was a pretty beautiful sentiment.”

Each artist is unique and different from one another—just 
like a real Southern family. But no matter who they are and 
what their typical style of choice is—raw and powerful coun-
try for Chris, slithering, swampy soul for Anderson—all of 
the album’s tracks feature Dave’s signature sound. It’s got 
a loose, handmade feel that’s intentionally imperfect, filled 
with grit, reverence and self-assured conviction—things that 
all are intrinsic to the way of life he seeks to document.

“I just like danger on records,” he explains, “whether it’s 
rock ’n’ roll, country, blues, bluegrass or gospel, I like things 
that feel like they could cut you a little bit, like you can feel 
the cry in the singer’s voice or you can see the guitar player’s 
soul when he plays. I’m always looking for that—it doesn’t 
really matter what kind of music it is, and that’s what I like 
about making country records, feeling this Southern land-
scape and the soul, all the things that make it great. I like 
trying to put that on record.”

He’s hit the mark with Southern Family, providing a win-
dow into the past that one day might be dusted off and 
peered through by another shaggy-haired music junkie. And 
the circle, as they say, will be unbroken. 
CHRIS PARTON

(Above) Miranda Lambert 
in the studio with Dave; 
(right) Dave, Chris Stapleton 
(center) and his wife, Mor-
gane, at the CMA Awards, 
where Chris’ Traveller 
album won Album of the 
Year; (below) Dave Cobb 
(seated, center) is joined 
by (from left) bassist J.T. 
Cure, musician/journalist 
Peter Cooper and singer/
songwriter Brent Cobb in 
RCA’s historic Studio B.
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CACTUS 
BLOSSOMS

ON THE EDGE
SPOTLIGHTING ARTISTS WHO RESIDE  

ON THE FRINGES OF COUNTRY MUSIC
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THE CACTUS BLOSSOMS HAVE

helped satisfy a country music 

community that’s thirsty for retro 

sounds and styles, earning a 

sharp uptick in buzz surrounding 

their first nationally released 

album, You’re Dreaming. Yet The 

Cactus Blossoms—brothers Jack 

Torrey and Page Burkum from 

Minneapolis—still have some 

explaining to do. Like, what’s up 

with that name?

During a phone conversation with 

Nash Country Weekly from their 

home in still-chilly Minnesota, it’s 

suggested that the climate of their 

native land hardly seems conducive 

to the cultivation of succulents, and 

the brothers agree with a round of 

laughs. “They’re few and far between 

and there is only one kind [of cactus] 

that can make it through the winter 

here, and they’re tiny,” says Jack. 

“We figured we’d be doing some trav-

eling, so The Cactus Blossoms just 

seemed like a good name.” 

The pastoral moniker is fitting, since The 

Cactus Blossoms seem to be from a bygone era. 

But that’s just the music the brothers cut their 

teeth on, Jack explains. “We listen to so many 

different kinds of music, I guess the biggest in-

fluences, the stuff we actually play and learn 

from, was some of the older music from Woody 

Guthrie,” he says. “I learned tons of Bob Dylan 

songs when I was just starting to play guitar. I 

started listening to Hank Williams and learn-

ing his songs, and also blues guys and people like 

Robert Johnson. I really fell in love with his sing-

ing and guitar playing.” 

For country music lovers, they sound haunt-

ingly like The Everly Brothers. “We didn’t grow up 

with a lot of country music in the house, like our 

parents didn’t listen to country music or even very 

much traditional music of any kind,” says older 

brother Page. “They appreciated music, but our 

dad didn’t have a huge vinyl collection full of old 

country records. We did have an Everly Brothers 

greatest-hits collection in the house. We did be-

come familiar with The Louvin Brothers—we 

learned one of their songs and a Ray Price harmo-

ny song. I always liked harmony, so I gravitated 

toward a lot of those duets, and there are so many 

duets and harmony groups in country music.”

“And soul,” adds Jack. “I think The Beatles 

were more of an influence on us. 

Of course, The Beatles got so much 

from The Everly Brothers. It’s 

such a big bag of influences get-

ting thrown around. Sometimes I 

feel like there’s so much that can be 

innately in a song and attached to 

a song. You can’t sing a Bob Dylan 

song without it sounding some-

what like Bob Dylan. I think we just 

tapped into a bunch of duet songs 

and we kind of fell into finding a 

sound similar to The Everlys by ac-

cident through a convergence of in-

fluences. We never thought anyone 

would compare us to them.” “And,” 

Page is quick to add, “we don’t want 

to be compared to them.”  “[But] we 

don’t mind if we remind you of The 

Everly Brothers,” Jack adds.

How does one define this amal-

gam of influences that sounds so 

yesterday, but also so today? That’s 

a good question, even for the young 

men creating this art. Given a list 

of genres to choose from that includes rockabilly, 

country, rock, Americana, folk or soul, Page says, 

“Soul is the nicest sounding of those.” Jack adds, 

“Country soul? I don’t know. It’s a real trick. It’s 

hard to define. Sometimes the words don’t have 

the same meaning to everybody and it’s hard to 

figure out how to communicate that style in just a 

phrase.” “We don’t know what category we’re sup-

posed to be in in the iTunes catalog,” Page admits.

Their fan base is just as diverse as their influ-

ences. The Cactus Blossoms drew in a younger 

crowd during a recent show at Mercury Lounge in 

New York City, but the average age of the audi-

ence at their show in Nebraska was almost a full 

generation older. “One interesting thing,” says 

Page, “to people our age, it might be new music 

that they haven’t heard, and to older people it 

may be nostalgia. It’s not really nostalgia for us, 

it’s just a musical style we enjoy.” 

Obviously. Of the 11 tracks on You’re Dreaming, 

10 are originals and all are recorded with old-school 

arrangements. They were even tracked live in one 

big room—just like their heroes did at Stax Records 

in Memphis or RCA Studio B in Nashville—creat-

ing a gritty, salt-of-the-earth sound.

Country, soul, rock, folk—decide for yourself 

where this genre-bending duo belongs. Maybe 

start by putting them in your ears. It’s good stuff.

TAMMY RAGUSA

FOR FANS OF:

THE KENTUCKY  
HEADHUNTERS 

THE EVERLY  
BROTHERS 

THE BEATLES

ESSENTIAL  

LISTENING: 

“SPOTLIGHT KISSES”

“YOU’RE DREAMING”

“CHANGE YOUR  
WAYS OR DIE”

“ADIOS MARIA”

All songs from  

You’re Dreaming
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ALEXANDER PALMER HAS

been racking up sky miles 

for the better part of three 

years, regularly travel-

ing from his home in Los 

Angeles to Nashville in 

hopes of breaking through 

as a country songwriter. 

While most of his trips 

to Music City are to col-

laborate with good friend 

Jaron Boyer, it’s not un-

common for a third or 

fourth writer to be pulled 

into a session. 

Last September, 

Alexander knew he had a 

Nashville trip approach-

ing, so he prepared by 

delving into various track 

options with one of his 

go-to guitar players, Dave 

Kuncio. “Jaron likes it 

when I bring complete 

tracks and we don’t have 

to start from scratch,” 

says Alexander. “I wanted 

to have a bunch of tracks 

ready, so that way he 

didn’t even have to take 

out his guitar and he could 

just focus on the lyrics.”

Dave had been work-

ing on a hip-hop-infused 

loop that had the potential 

of turning into a country 

track with the appropriate 

tweaks. After adding new 

sequencing, Alexander ar-

ranged the track into a 

country format by strip-

ping it down to just a gui-

tar. Then he condensed the 

verses, added a bridge and 

beefed up the chorus.

By the time he landed 

in Nashville, Alexander 

was anxious to get into 

the writing room with 

Jaron and songsmith Josh 

Mirenda, who was joining 

them. They settled on the 

revised guitar loop that 

Alexander had worked so 

hard to perfect, but there 

was a problem: they had 

no idea where to start on 

the song’s lyrics. The writ-

ers continued to work on 

the direction of the song 

without much progress—

until fellow songwriter 

Michael Tyler popped in 

from his own writing ses-

sion next door. “That’s a 

tactic I learned from [song-

writer] Neil Thrasher,” 

Michael says with a laugh. 

“He snuck his way into a 

co-write that way once, 

and I thought, ‘I’m gonna 

have to try this out!’”

Since they were all 

friends, the trio shared 

the track that had them 

stumped to see what 

Michael’s reaction would 

be. The second he heard 

the party-oriented beat, 

Michael remembered a 

writers’ retreat in Destin, 

Fla., from a few weeks 

earlier. The same group 

had been there on the 

sandy beaches, where 

they’d found inspiration 

in the crashing waves for 

a song title: “Somewhere 

on a Beach.” While they 

didn’t start writing the 

song on that particular 

trip, Michael now felt the 

timing was perfect. “I was 

like, ‘Guys, why don’t we 

write “Somewhere on a 

Beach”? It would be per-

fect!’” Michael recalls. 

“They were all like, ‘Come 

in and shut the door!’” 

With Michael’s help, the 

four hashed out the tune 

with ease. After they com-

pleted the demo, Dierks 

Bentley, who had recently 

found success with “Drunk 

on a Plane,” put the song 

on hold. Recognizing the 

thematic similarities in 

the two songs, Dierks re-

corded the new tune and 

released it to radio in 

January. It began gaining 

traction instantly, land-

ing within the Top 15 less 

than two months later. 

“It’s like it was all 

meant to be,” Alexander 

says with a smile. “Jaron 

and I have had songs on 

hold for Jason Aldean 

and Tim McGraw, but 

never anything that came 

to fruition. So it really 

feels like this has been a 

long time coming. We are 

pumped that we have a 

cut together. It’s a super-

exciting time.”  

ALANNA CONAWAY

BEHIND THE SONG

beach boys

“SOMEWHERE 

ON A BEACH”

DIERKS BENTLEY

WRITERS:

HELL OF  
A YEAR

For JARON BOYER, 
“Somewhere on a 
Beach” is his third 
steady climb up the 
country singles chart. 
Last September 
(around the same time 
“Somewhere on a 
Beach” was created), he 
experienced his very first 
chart-topping hit with 
Dustin Lynch’s “Hell of 
a Night” and addition-
al success with Rascal 
Flatts’ Top 20 “Riot.”

Alexander Palmer

Dave Kuncio

Michael Tyler

Josh Mirenda

Jaron Boyer
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TRAVELLER 
CHRIS STAPLETON

HYMNS THAT ARE IMPORTANT TO US 
JOEY+RORY

MONTEVALLO 
SAM HUNT

TANGLED UP 
THOMAS RHETT

FULL CIRCLE 
LORETTA LYNN

STORYTELLER 
CARRIE UNDERWOOD

KILL THE LIGHTS 
LUKE BRYAN

DAMN COUNTRY MUSIC 
TIM McGRAW

FIRED UP 
RANDY HOUSER

MIDWEST FARMER’S DAUGHTER 
MARGO PRICE

MR. MISUNDERSTOOD 
ERIC CHURCH

REMINGTON 
GRANGER SMITH

CHAPTER 1 (EP) 
KANE BROWN

RELOADED: 20 #1 HITS 
BLAKE SHELTON

I’M COMIN’ OVER 
CHRIS YOUNG

MEAT AND CANDY 
OLD DOMINION

DOWN TO MY LAST BAD HABIT 
VINCE GILL

THE FIRST TIME 
KELSEA BALLERINI

ILLINOIS 
BRETT ELDREDGE

SOUTHERN FAMILY 
VARIOUS ARTISTS

ANYTHING GOES 
FLORIDA GEORGIA LINE

JEKYLL + HYDE 
ZAC BROWN BAND

UNTAMED 
CAM

COUNTRY CLASSICS: A TAPESTRY OF OUR 

MUSICAL HERITAGE • JOEY+RORY

JUST AS I AM 
BRANTLEY GILBERT

YOU SHOULD BE HERE 
COLE SWINDELL

I LIKE THE SOUND OF THAT 
RASCAL FLATTS

CONFESSION 
FLORIDA GEORGIA LINE

DRUNK ON YOUR LOVE 
BRETT ELDREDGE

LITTLE BIT OF YOU 
CHASE BRYANT

SNAPBACK 
OLD DOMINION

THINK OF YOU 
CHRIS YOUNG FEATURING CASSADEE POPE

SOMEWHERE ON A BEACH 
DIERKS BENTLEY

MIND READER 
DUSTIN LYNCH

HUMBLE AND KIND 
TIM McGRAW

THAT DON’T SOUND LIKE YOU 
LEE BRICE

CAME HERE TO FORGET 
BLAKE SHELTON

MY CHURCH 
MAREN MORRIS

NOBODY TO BLAME 
CHRIS STAPLETON

T-SHIRT 
THOMAS RHETT

HUNTIN’, FISHIN’ AND LOVIN’ EVERY 
DAY • LUKE BRYAN

HEAD OVER BOOTS 
JON PARDI

NOISE 
KENNY CHESNEY

STONE COLD SOBER 
BRANTLEY GILBERT

WASTED TIME 
KEITH URBAN

FIX 
CHRIS LANE

RECORD YEAR 
ERIC CHURCH

IT ALL STARTED WITH A BEER 
FRANKIE BALLARD

AMERICAN COUNTRY LOVE SONG 
JAKE OWEN

YOU LOOK LIKE I NEED A DRINK 
JUSTIN MOORE

THE VERY LAST DAY 
PARKER MILLSAPPARKER MILLSAP

LET ME GET BY LET ME GET BY 
TEDESCHI TRUCKS BANDTEDESCHI TRUCKS BAND
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FULL CIRCLE FULL CIRCLE 
LORETTA LYNNLORETTA LYNN

DIG IN DEEP DIG IN DEEP 
BONNIE RAITTBONNIE RAITT

THE GHOSTS OF HIGHWAY 20 THE GHOSTS OF HIGHWAY 20 
LUCINDA WILLIAMSLUCINDA WILLIAMS

NEW CITY BLUES NEW CITY BLUES 
AUBRIE SELLERSAUBRIE SELLERS

GOD DON’T NEVER CHANGE GOD DON’T NEVER CHANGE 
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WYNONNA & THE BIG NOISE WYNONNA & THE BIG NOISE 
WYNONNA & THE BIG NOISEWYNONNA & THE BIG NOISE

YOU’RE DREAMING YOU’RE DREAMING 
CACTUS BLOSSOMSCACTUS BLOSSOMS

© 2016, BILLBOARD/e5 GLOBAL MEDIA/NIELSEN ENTERTAINMENT

SOURCE: AMERICANA AIRPLAY CHART

The week of April 16, 2016

# title / artist

HEARTBEAT 
CARRIE UNDERWOODCARRIE UNDERWOOD

WE WENT WE WENT 
RANDY HOUSERRANDY HOUSER

DRUNK ON YOUR LOVE DRUNK ON YOUR LOVE 
BRETT ELDREDGEBRETT ELDREDGE

YOU SHOULD BE HERE YOU SHOULD BE HERE 
COLE SWINDELLCOLE SWINDELL

CONFESSION CONFESSION 
FLORIDA GEORGIA LINEFLORIDA GEORGIA LINE

LITTLE BIT OF YOU LITTLE BIT OF YOU 
CHASE BRYANTCHASE BRYANT

I LIKE THE SOUND OF THAT I LIKE THE SOUND OF THAT 
RASCAL FLATTSRASCAL FLATTS

MY CHURCH MY CHURCH 
MAREN MORRISMAREN MORRIS

THINK OF YOU THINK OF YOU 
CHRIS YOUNG FEATURING CASSADEE POPECHRIS YOUNG FEATURING CASSADEE POPE

THAT DON’T SOUND LIKE YOU THAT DON’T SOUND LIKE YOU 
LEE BRICELEE BRICE
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 Home. Cooked. 

GOODNESS.
The taste of togetherness.

1-800-811-7832 ask for 46191WHC  |  www.OmahaSteaks.com/burgers09

ORDER
NOW &

SAVE 

75%

Limit 2 pkgs. 4 (4 oz.) free burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes The Family Gourmet Buffet (46191). Standard S&H will be added per address.  

Flat rate shipping and reward cards and codes cannot be used with this offer. Not valid with other offers. Expires 6/30/16. ©2016 OCG | Omaha Steaks, Inc. SRC0629

The Family Gourmet Buffet
2 (5 oz.) Filet Mignons

2 (5 oz.) Top Sirloins

2 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops

2 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1/2 lb. pkg.)

4 (3 oz.) Kielbasa Sausages 

2 (4.5 oz.) Stuffed Sole with Scallops & Crabmeat 

12 oz. pkg. All-Beef Meatballs

4 (3 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin

4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets

Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet

46191WHC

Reg. $200.90 |  Now Only 
$4999

Plus get 4 

FREE Burgers
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CHRIS STAPLETON
with Dierdree Wynn 

of Evarts, Ky.of Evarts, Ky.

Kenny Cable  
of Johnson City, of Johnson City, 

Tenn., with Tenn., with JEWEL

JENNIFER NETTLES AND BRANDY CLARK
withwith Erin Finley of San Jose, Calif.with Erin Finley of San Jose, Calif.ErinErinwith Erin Finley of San Jose, Calif.with Erin Finley of San Jose, Calif.FinleyFinleywith Erin Finley of San Jose, Calif.with Erin Finley of San Jose, Calif.ofofwith Erin Finley of San Jose, Calif.Sanwith Erin Finley of San Jose, Calif.with Erin Finley of San Jose, Calif.Jose,Jose,with Erin Finley of San Jose, Calif.with Erin Finley of San Jose, Calif.Calif.Calif.with Erin Finley of San Jose, Calif.with Erin Finley of San Jose, Calif.

Hanna Griggs of 
Olney, Ill., with Olney, Ill., with 
CHASE RICE

WILLIAM MICHAEL MORGAN with 
Jayme Yates of Myakka City, Fla.Jayme Yates of Myakka City, Fla.



HamiltonCollection.com/angelic

uardian 
      

arden 

Hand-numbered 

edition includes edition includes 

Certifi cate of AuthenticityCertifi cate of Authenticity

ijij

Refl ective ball features Refl ective ball features 

imagery from imagery from 

The Garden of Prayer The Garden of Prayer 

ijij

An exclusive An exclusive 

Hamilton premiereHamilton premiere

Shown smaller than Shown smaller than 

approximate size of 7¼" tallapproximate size of 7¼" tall

StrollStroll through a radiant garden inspired by one of Thomas throughStroll through a radiant garden inspired by one of Thomas aStroll through a radiant garden inspired by one of Thomas radiantStroll through a radiant garden inspired by one of Thomas gardenStroll through a radiant garden inspired by one of Thomas inspiredStroll through a radiant garden inspired by one of Thomas byStroll through a radiant garden inspired by one of Thomas oneStroll through a radiant garden inspired by one of Thomas ofStroll through a radiant garden inspired by one of Thomas TStroll through a radiant garden inspired by one of Thomas 
Kinkade’s most beautiful paintings with “Guardian of the Kinkade’s most beautiful paintings with “Guardian of the 
Garden of Prayer.” Garden of Prayer.” 

This divine angel, with glorious wings and a flowing gown, This divine angel, with glorious wings and a flowing gown, This divine angel, with glorious wings and a flowing gown, 
protects the tranquil reflection of Thom’s garden art in the mirror-protects the tranquil reflection of Thom’s garden art in the mirror-protects the tranquil reflection of Thom’s garden art in the mirror-protects the tranquil reflection of Thom’s garden art in the mirror-protects the tranquil reflection of Thom’s garden art in the mirror-
like gazing ball.  With just a glimpse of this heavenly beauty, you like gazing ball.  With just a glimpse of this heavenly beauty, you 

will surely discover the peace and serenity both garden and angel inspire!      will surely discover the peace and serenity both garden and angel inspire!      
The handcrafted detail is remarkable—from her splendid wings accented The handcrafted detail is remarkable—from her splendid wings accented 

with glitter to the reproduction of Thom’s painting, The Garden of Prayer, with glitter to the reproduction of Thom’s painting, The Garden of Prayer, 
reflected in the shiny ball.      reflected in the shiny ball.      reflected in the shiny ball.      

Strong Demand Is Expected; Reply Today!
Our 365-Day Guarantee assures your satisfaction for one year or your 

money back.  Don’t delay; reply today!money back.  Don’t delay; reply today!

StStStS rorollllll tthhrh ouou hghh aa rr daddiiai ntnt ggarardded nn iini spspiirededd bbbbbyyyyy ononee foff TT

The Art of Thomas Kinkade Is 

Reflected in a Mirrored Gazing Ball!

09-04559-001-BD

YES!  Please accept my order for “Guardian of the 
Garden of Prayer.”  The issue price is payable in two Garden of Prayer.”  The issue price is payable in two 
interest-free payments of $19.99*.  I need send no money interest-free payments of $19.99*.  I need send no money 
now.  I will be billed for my fi rst payment with shipment.now.  I will be billed for my fi rst payment with shipment.

 *Add a total of $8.99 for shipping and service.  Deliveries to FL and IL will be billed appropriate sales tax.  All orders  *Add a total of $8.99 for shipping and service.  Deliveries to FL and IL will be billed appropriate sales tax.  All orders 
are subject to product availability and credit approval.  Edition limited to 95 casting days.  Allow 6 to 8 weeks for shipment.are subject to product availability and credit approval.  Edition limited to 95 casting days.  Allow 6 to 8 weeks for shipment.

(Please print clearly.)(Please print clearly.)

Please Respond Promptly

09-04559-001-E08102

9204 Center For The Arts Drive, Niles, Illinois  60714-1300

MAIL TO:

©2012 HC.  All Rights Reserved. ©2012 HC.  All Rights Reserved. 

Detail from The Garden of Prayer ©1997 Thomas Kinkade.Detail from The Garden of Prayer ©1997 Thomas Kinkade.

Facebook is a registered trademark of Facebook, Inc.Facebook is a registered trademark of Facebook, Inc.

Name_________________________________________Name_________________________________________

Address_______________________________________Address_______________________________________

City________________________State_____Zip______City________________________State_____Zip______

Signature______________________________________Signature______________________________________
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KELSEA BALLERINI
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chalchalchallenge submitted challenge submitted engeengechallenge submitted challenge submitted submittedsubmittedchallenge submitted challenge submitted 

bybyby DeLANEY by DeLANEY DeLANEY 

WOERNERWOERNER ofWOERNER of WOERNER of 

Red Lion, Pa. 

NOTE—theyNOTE—they may NOTE—they may maymayNOTE—they may NOTE—they may 
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forward.forward.forward. Good luck!forward. Good luck!GoodGoodforward. Good luck!forward. Good luck!uck!uck!forward. Good luck!forward. Good luck!

ACM NEW FEMALE VOCALIST

BILLBOARD RISING STAR

BILLY CURRINGTON

BLACK RIVER

CHURCH CHOIR

COUNTRY POP

DAN AND SHAY

DIBS

DIBS THE DOG

GLEE CLUB

GRAND OLE OPRY

GUITAR

JOSH KERR

JOSH OSBORNE

KELLY CLARKSON

KNOXVILLE, TN

LIPSCOMB UNIVERSITY

LOVE ME LIKE YOU MEAN IT

NEXT WOMEN OF COUNTRY

OH MAMA

PETER PAN

RASCAL FLATTS

SONGWRITER

STORYTELLER TOUR

SUMMER FOREVER TOUR

TAYLOR SWIFT

THE FIRST TIME

UNDERAGE

WHEELS UP TOUR

YEAH BOY

Get your Puzzle 
Published and

$25
WE WILL PAY YOU
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music.music.music. Email a list and  music. Email a list and  EmailEmailmusic. Email a list and  music. Email a list and  aamusic. Email a list and  music. Email a list and  listlistmusic. Email a list and  music. Email a list and  andandmusic. Email a list and  music. Email a list and  
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Wordsearch, 506 2nd Ave. 
South, Suite 200, Nash-
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tototo make a Wordsearch to make a Wordsearch makemaketo make a Wordsearch to make a Wordsearch aato make a Wordsearch Wordsearchto make a Wordsearch to make a Wordsearch 
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Sorry,Sorry,Sorry,Sorry, but submitted  Sorry, but submitted  butbutSorry, but submitted  Sorry, but submitted  submittedsubmittedSorry, but submitted  Sorry, but submitted  
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I
t’s a problem no one likes to talk about, but over 25 
million Americans suffer from urinary incontinence.  
For those people, the problem is embarrassing, 

uncomfortable and can lead to a variety of other health 
issues such as skin irritation.  Now there’s an adult diaper 
that fully absorbs the liquid and pulls it away from the 
skin leaving little opportunity for skin irritation, or other 
incontinence-related problems. Plus for many, a good 
night’s sleep uninterrupted, leak-free is the best news 
of all.  Adult diapers have been on the market for years, 
but because most are sold to hospitals, where frequent 
changing is not an issue, they simply have not been 
designed to last through the night.  Night Proofs™ Briefs 
are–and they do!

Our Leak-Proof Test: 
Take a Night Proofs™ Briefs and pour eight full 12-oz glasses of Take a Night Proofs™ Briefs and pour eight full 12-oz glasses of 
water into it.  The water will be fully absorbed and the surface water into it.  The water will be fully absorbed and the surface water into it.  The water will be fully absorbed and the surface 
of the lining will remain dry.  (If you attempt this test with of the lining will remain dry.  (If you attempt this test with 
other adult diapers, you better try it over the sink!) other adult diapers, you better try it over the sink!) 

Night Proofs™ Briefs are different:
They are one of the most absorbent adult diapers on the 
market today  Just one look tells you that Night Proofs™ Briefs 
are very different from store brands. 
• They are much thicker – with a superior design that keeps 

working all night so you can sleep in peace.
• The polyethylene back prevents leaks and provides 

12-hour protection.  Water passes through cloth diapers, 
but it doesn’t penetrate the poly back.  
It’s that simple.

• They are designed for home use, with refastenable tabs, 
leak-proof leg cuffs and a wetness indicator that caregivers 
really appreciate.  They’re also adjustable, breathable, and 
latex-free as well as odor resistant 
and discreet.

Why spend another night without them? 
Call now to take advantage of our special introductory offer.  
Helpful product experts are standing by for your call.  The 
Night Proofs™ Briefs are not available in stores, and you won’t 
have to risk running into one of your former high school 
classmates with a shopping cart full of adult diapers.  They 
come in three sizes, including x-large for up to a 67-inch 
waist, so they’ll fit perfectly. Don’t hesitate, call today!

FiFinally… an adult brief llFinally… an adult brief dFinally… an adult brief ltFinally… an adult brief bFinally… an adult brief iFinally… an adult brief fFinally… an adult brief 

that keeps you dry all night!that keeps you dry all night!that keeps you dry all night!gthat keeps you dry all night!

Special
Introductory 

Price!
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Night ProofsTM Briefs
Waist Sizes: M (28”-43”), L (39”-60”), XL (43”-67”)

Call now toll free and get our 

Special Introductory Price

Please mention promotional code 103298.

1-888-206-2394

Night Proofs™ Briefs are virtually leak proof, comfortable 
andand so absorbent you’ll sleep through the night without soand so absorbent you’ll sleep through the night without absorbentand so absorbent you’ll sleep through the night without youand so absorbent you’ll sleep through the night without lland so absorbent you’ll sleep through the night without sleepand so absorbent you’ll sleep through the night without throughand so absorbent you’ll sleep through the night without theand so absorbent you’ll sleep through the night without nightand so absorbent you’ll sleep through the night without withoutand so absorbent you’ll sleep through the night without 
needing a change

night!
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Every Kid 
Deserves 
The Chance 
To Dream
Stand Up for the 163,000 kids 

who will be diagnosed with 

cancer this year.

Go to StandUp2Cancer.org to learn more.

Andrew McCutchen
Five Consecutive All-Star Games

Mike Trout
2014 American League MVP

Felix Hernandez
Pitched a Perfect Game in 2012

Major League Baseball trademarks and copyrights are used with permission of Major League Baseball Properties, Inc. Visit MLB.com.

Stand Up To Cancer is a program of the Entertainment Industry Foundation (EIF), a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization.
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THIS ISSUE’S DELICIOUS SCRAPS THAT  

WE JUST COULDN’T LET GO TO WASTE.THE LEFTOVERS

2016 ACM Award  

WINNERS
Be sure to check out next week’s issue, as we bring you all of the highlights from 
the 2016 ACMs, including photos from the show, red carpet and festival.

ENTERTAINER 

OF THE YEAR

JASON  

ALDEAN

Jason netted  

his first win in  

five nominations  

in this category.

FEMALE 

VOCALIST 

OF THE YEAR 

MIRANDA 

LAMBERT

Miranda tied Reba 

McEntire’s record  

of seven wins in  

this category. 

VOCAL GROUP 

OF THE YEAR

LITTLE BIG TOWN

This is the third win for 

LBT in this category.

NEW FEMALE 

VOCALIST OF  

THE YEAR

KELSEA 

BALLERINI

Kelsea was  

22 years,  

6 months 

and 22 

days old 

on the 

night 

of her 

win. 

VOCAL DUO  

OF THE YEAR

FLORIDA GEORGIA LINE

FGL nabbed its third consecutive 

trophy in this category—Brooks & 

Dunn holds the record with 16. 

SINGLE 

RECORD 

OF THE 

YEAR 

“DIE A 

HAPPY 

MAN” 

THOMAS 

RHETT

TR picked 

up his first 

ACM win.

MALE VOCALIST 

OF THE YEAR

NEW MALE 

VOCALIST  

OF THE YEAR

SONG  

OF THE YEAR 
“NOBODY TO BLAME”

ALBUM  

OF THE YEAR  
TRAVELLER

CHRIS STAPLETONCHRIS STAPLETON

Chris took home six ACMs on the Chris took home six ACMs on the 
night, tying the record set by Garth night, tying the record set by Garth 
Brooks (1991) and Faith Hill (1999). Brooks (1991) and Faith Hill (1999). 
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jamesrobertwebb.com

bisoncreekrecords.com

AVAILABLE  NOW


