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If bikes could talk this lot would be 
saying ‘grrrrrrrrr’. Suzuki’s GSX-S1000 
might be a bit of a tongue-twister, but 
it’s got a lot to offer for under 10 grand. 
KTM’s Super Duke R is a hefty £14k but 
has attitude and power that demands 
attention and respect. Kawasaki’s 
Z1000 gets in on the act too. See which 
super-naked comes out on top.

Barry Sheene was almost as fa-
mous for his incredible crashes 
as he was his amazing rac-
ing success. His 1982 practice 
smash at SIlverstone captured 
the public’s imagination as 
the cocky Cockney got bolted 
back together and back on a 
bike pretty damned sharpish.

Brutal but
brilliant

Sheene
smash
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STARS SHINE
AT  FESTIVAL

Some of motorcycling’s brightest 

stars lit up the new MCN Festival 

of Motorcycling at the weekend. 

Kevin Schwantz and Dave Aldana 

led a revival of the Transatlantic 

race series against a star-studded 

UK team, led by three-times 

World Endurance Champion 

With the bike racing season in full

swing, last weekend’s

action threw up some fascinating

talking points. Valentino Rossi

is making a determined bid for

his tenth world title, while Honda

(and Marc Marquez) seem to be

struggling. Danny Kent continues

to show form that suggests he

could be Britain’s first GP world

champion since Barry Sheene

in 1977. And Guy Martin and

Michael Dunlop failed to show

much form at the North West,

just a fortnight before TT practice

kicks off. Although Guy did cause

a stir by slamming the North West

track as ‘boring’.

NEW MCN EVENT

RED-HOT  
SPORTS 
STORIES

War of words: Guy Martin lets
rip at the North West  P70

Rossi continues charge to title,
but Lorenzo is closing in  P82

Kent went from 31st to fourth
in a title-saving ride  P78
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600s star Glenn Irwin reacts to 

Guy Martin’s NW200 rant 

‘Guy just isn’t quick
enough and he
doesn’t
like being
beaten by
short circuit
racers’

HARRIS: THE
END OF AN ERA

P38

Times, they are a changing. Harris

Engineering has been bought by Royal Enfield

(see page 4). While this is fantastic news for

Harris (kerching) and for Enfield (improved

chassis) it may not be quite such good news

for the thousands of riders who love to get

their bikes fettled by Harris or who love the

specials built by the talented brothers. See

the bikes that made them famous.

CONFESSIONS 
OF A TT EXPERT

P28

The Isle of Man TT is so special because 

it’s so hard, so long and so difficult to learn. 

Hidden along its 37.73 miles are thousands of 

drain and manhole covers, hundreds of walls 

and lampposts and many stretches that are 

inaccesible by road. We’ve asked TT experts 

to give up their favourite viewing spots so that 

you can revel in the magnificence of the men 

who risk it all in pursuit of glory.
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BARGAIN OF 
THE WEEK

Triumph Daytona 
955i £2250

SELLER SAYS: 2006, 28,225 miles. 

Heated grips, sports rack, pillion seat 

and cowl. Quill T3 can. 11 months MoT. 

MCN SAYS: This is a rapid, sweet- 

handling superbike. It could never really 

compete with the R1 and co, but it’s 

solid with a lovely triple engine. 14,363  bikes for sale

P58

P8

‘It takes a lot to impress 
me, but not this time’
Honda’s Crossrunner does so many things very 
well, but it was the quickshifter that settled it  P44

Sub-£250
leather 
jackets
Great deals on some
red-hot kit P54

See a selection of
Britain’s best gloves –
all under £130 P52

Get your
hands on a
great pair

Simple tips on how 
to check and fi x your 
bike’s lights P50

Make light
work of it

MCN GARAGE
14 PAGES OF KNOW-HOW

The new R1200RS 
has answers to all 
your problems... 
probably P46

Beemer’s charms aren’t 
skin deep

David Knight. The dirt track spin 

on the famous series of the 70s 

and 80s had the sun-soaked 

show-goers on the edge of their 

seats. An Extreme Enduro 

event, Classic Racer Parade 

and mini drag strip also 

wowed the crowds.

P70



‘The Midlands is
the centre of an

engineering
ecosystem’

Yamaha have added a new entry-
level scooter aimed at urban rid-
ers with this new NMAX 125cc, 
featuring a single-cylinder four-
stroke engine and sporty styling. 
It’s set to go head-to-head with  
the UK’s biggest-selling 125cc 
scooter, Honda’s PCX125.

The engine has been designed 
with fuel efficiency in mind with 
improvements to combustion 
and cooling efficiency, and the 
reduction of frictional losses. 

What the engine lacks in 
capacity it makes up for with 
technology, and this is the first 
Yamaha scooter to feature a four-
valve head and Variable Valve 
Actuation (VVA), which shifts 
between two different intake cam 
lobes depending on engine speed. 

Yamaha claim it contributes 
to a ‘smooth and linear torque 
curve’ but also helps the scooter 
perform well in the low to mid-
range and so suit urban riding.

Other engine design innova-
tions include the fitment of the 
radiator to the side of the motor 
to free up more space around the 
footboard area. 

The overall style of the NMAX’s 
sporty bodywork owes a lot to 
Yamaha’s larger-capacity TMAX 
maxi-scooter.

ABS brakes are fitted as stand-
ard, a first for the 125cc class, 
and the NMAX comes with a 
single 230mm front brake disc, 

and the same size at the back. 
Yamaha has given the scooter 
13in wheels and twin shocks at 
the rear to help with comfort on 
potholed urban streets. 

The NMAX gets LED lights 
front and rear, a full LCD dash-
board to add to the premium 
ambitions of this model. Four 
colours are available; red, silver, 
white and black and the NMAX 
will be available from June 2015 
– prices are yet to be announced.

Cheap doesn’t mean basic for new Yam scooter

www.motorcyclenews.com
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Honda’s racing arm 
HRC (Honda Racing Corporation) was set 
up in 1982 after the previous racing company Racing 
Services Centre (RSC) was renamed. The boss of HRC 
now has responsibility for all racing and road bike 
development as R&D falls under his control.

PUB AMMO 
HOW RACING 

HELPS BUILD 

NEW HONDAS 

L
ast week Royal Enfield an-
nounced the acquisition of
British chassis and tuning
company, Harris Performance
Products, as part of the creation

of a UK technical arm which will work
with a separate Royal Enfield Technical
Centre to be built in Leicestershire.

Harris Performance are celebrated
for chassis and engineering work on
both road and race bikes, and it’s this
expertise that Royal Enfield wants to
integrate into its future models.

While UK riders might regard Enfield
as a quaint throwback, the operation
is vast with 2015 sales set to total more
than 450,000 motorcycles, all built at
its factory in Chennai, India. But CEO
Siddartha Lal wants to take bold
steps to take the firm forward.

This plan has included recruiting
some of the biggest names in mo-
torcycle design and development,
including former Ducati designer
Pierre Terblanche, ex-Triumph
product chief Simon Warburton,
and former Xenophya Design heads
Mark Wells and Ian Wride.

Xenophya Design were respon-
sible for styling the Royal Enfield
Continental GT (while Harris
designed the chassis), as well as
regular collaboration on various
Triumph models. The design com-
pany will close later this year as the
staff become fully integrated into
the new Royal Enfield division.

Siddartha Lal spoke exclusively
to MCN to explain how this new
UK operation will work in tandem
with the vast Indian manufactur-
ing plant, and revealed the firm’s
plans to become the global leader
in middleweight motorcycles.

“Royal Enfield is already the

most profitable motorcycle company in
the world in terms of percentages, now
we are thinking broader and thinking
globally,” explained Lal.

“Our engineering capability needs
to improve, so that is why we have set-
up the UK technical centre to enable
us to develop the new motorcycles we
need, with the expertise that exists in
the United Kingdom.

“The Midlands is the centre of an

engineering ecosystem in the UK
and the Leicestershire and Coventry
area has many of the people we need.
So far we have 12 people working at
the technical centre, and another 12
at Harris Performance, but that will
rise to a total of around 50 or so in the
next year.”

Lal is perfectly clear where Royal
Enfield is going to position itself, and
it’s right in the middle – having bikes
only in the 250 to 750cc category for
“at least the next five years”. Lal also
wants Enfield to stand for “beautiful,
stylish but affordable motorcycles”
that have usable torque and keep true
to the long history of the brand. While
higher powered models than the cur-
rent range-topping Continental GT
are inevitable to compete in mature
markets, Enfield aren’t about to step
into the superbike fray anytime soon.

One model nearing release is the
‘Himalayan’, which is a more off-road
capable machine based on the 500cc
single from the Continental and Bullet
500s. This model is likely to be seen in
finished form in late 2015 or early 2016.
We are also expecting a 750cc twin
(almost certainly a parallel-
twin) to appear in the near
future.

Lal added: “We are
working on two new
engine platforms in
the next five years
to bring us up to
a total of three,
and there will
c e r t a i n l y
be higher
powered
mo del s

Indian giant buys Harris Performance and promises 
to invest £250million into new UK technical centre

WORLD EXCLUSIVE

M
Y

K
E

L
 N

IC
O

L
A

O
U

SENIOR REPORTER

for the future. 
The Western 
markets need 
something with 
more power for 
the highways.

“Ou r work 
w i t h  R o y a l 
Enfield is going to 
be about refresh-
ing the models we 
have while also in-
novating. We don’t 
want to completely 
change the bikes eve-
ry few years. We want 
them to be beautiful, styl-
ish but affordable and to 
have a style that honours the 
unbroken lineage of the classic 
motorcycles from our history. 
In 20 years from now I 
want people to look at 
a Royal Enfield and 
still think they look 

Enfield’s boss is a man on a mission

SIDDARTHA LAL

Siddartha Lal has 

big ambitions to 

make Enfield a 

global leader



The scale is incredible. Royal Enfield built 35,000 bikes last month alone

Variable valve actuation should boost both performance and mpg Neat and tidy display offers urban commuters all the information they need Clearly, the new Yamaha will be bought by young and stylish people…

‘We have worked
hard to establish the
business – this now

ensures investment’

ROYAL ENFIELD
IN NUMBERS

#MCNwednesday
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TURNS TO BRITAIN
great rather than being embarrassed. 
Royal Enfield stands for the opposite 
of the planned obsolescence we see in 
so many markets today. We are about 
planned longevity and that means we 
are willing to forego some customers 
who want something different.

“We want to keep our prices in line 
with today but if production and qual-
ity go up at the same time then we are 
doing well. This is what the British 
engineering and design expertise we 
now have will allow us to do while we 
still have an excellent testing set-up in 

India, which is where that work will be 
done along with production.”

Harris Performance co-founder 
and boss Lester Harris said: “We have 
worked closely with Royal Enfield for 
the past few years and this acquisition 
makes sense for Harris Performance. 
We have worked hard to establish the 
business over many years and this now 
ensures investment.”

Co-founder Steve Harris added: 
“Having worked with Eicher Motors Ltd 
[the parent firm of Royal Enfield] for a 
number of years as a technical partner, 
we have experienced first-hand their 
capability, commitment, and ambition 
for their motorcycles and accessories.  
We are proud to be integrated into the 
Eicher family, the founders and staff 
of Harris Performance look forward 
contributing to Royal Enfield’s con-
tinued success.”

Steve Harris (left) 

with Lester and 

Enfield boss

 Siddartha Lal
LESTER HARRIS

450,000

35,000

£1500

12

5

Total sales planned for 2015

Bikes built last month

Price of basic 350cc model in India

Current UK staff at new 

technical centre, rising 

to 50 within a year

Month waiting list in India 

for new Royal Enfield 

models

40 YEARS 
OF HARRIS 

GENIUS 
PAGE 38



0800 7836 191whitedalton.co.uk

REAL BIKERS. REAL LAWYERS. REAL ANSWERS.
Real specialists in:

s��-OTORCYCLE�!CCIDENTS�IN�%NGLAND���7ALES��%UROPE�AND�
THE�)SLE�OF�-AN

s�4AKEOVER�CLAIMS�FROM�OTHER�3OLICITORS

s��2OAD�4RAFl�C�/FFENCES��FROM�SPEEDING�TO�$EATH�BY�
$ANGEROUS�$RIVING

s��/BTAINING�COMPENSATION�WHERE�
YOUR�PERSONAL�INJURY�CLAIM�HAS�
BEEN�UNDERSETTLED�BY�YOUR�
PREVIOUS�APPOINTED�SOLICITOR�
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The Bike Shed Custom Motorcycle
Show returns to London this weekend
after a successful sojourn in Paris
earlier this month.

With Triumph as the headline
sponsor, visitors can expect to see
new, debut builds from the Hinckley
firm as well as creations from over
130 other manufacturers, factories,
design houses and independent
builders alike.

Ducati are rumoured to be re-
leasing some new Scrambler-based
builds from European custom houses,
and Yamaha are once again giving
new life to their Sports Heritage range
with more new ‘Yard Built’ projects
– including MCN’s very own XV950
‘Dangan’ project.

But – if the focus of last years’ at-
tendance of over 7500 people is any
guide – it won’t all be about the big
manufacturers, and this year will be
particularly focused on UK builders.
Brits on show this year will include
the likes of Auto Fabrica, Untitled
MC, Down & Out Cafe Racers, Spirit
of the 70s, Old Empire MC, deBolex,
Kevils Speedshop, Moto Strada, Jack
Lilley, Shaw Speed & Custom and
Harley specialists Warrs.

Visitors can expect the now-
customary mix of stalls, tattoo artists
and artisan coffee vendors alongside 
swathes of bespoke builds – so if you 
have a love for café racers, scramblers, 
trackers or the more ‘traditional’ 
bobber you’re not going to be dis-
appointed. Tickets are £15 for the 
weekend at Tobacco Dock, London. 
See thebikeshed.cc for more details.

By Andy Downes

Honda teased everyone last week with 
two cropped-in pictures of their soon-
to-be-released CRF1000L Africa Twin, 
but now images of the whole bike have 
leaked online. 

The first official details of the Africa 
Twin, along with confirmation that 

it will go on sale before the end of the
year, were also released last week, 
but these images reveal the extent of 
the changes between last year’s True 
Adventure concept and the production-
ready Africa Twin. 

While the front end, with its side-
mounted radiators and novel split 
airbox, which straddles the frame 

above the radiators to make the tank
area smaller and narrower between 
the rider’s legs, is virtually unchanged 
from the concept, the back of the new 
Africa Twin is markedly different.

Most noticeable is the hefty exhaust 
can, needed to house a catalytic con-
verter and enough silencing to meet 
regulations. Other alterations include 

a split seat, with separate sections for 
rider and pillion to allow the rider’s 
part to be height-adjustable, and a 
new cast-alloy grab handle and lug-
gage rack. 

Fittings for clip-on panniers are also 
clear to see, while the production bike’s 
tyres are more road-oriented than the 
True Adventure’s.

SEATS SPLIT 
The slanted split between 
the rider and pillion pads 

will allow the rider’s seat to 
slide forwards and up the 

slope of the fuel tank, adjust-
ing the seat height.

TOURING TACTICS 
Cast alloy luggage rack will 
accept a purpose-built top-

box, with matching panniers 
that will clip to visible brack-

ets in the tail bodywork.

CAT PROTECTED 
While others put the Cat under 
the engine, the Africa Twin’s is 

just ahead of the silencer to keep 
it away from potential damage. 

The bash plate is functional 
rather than decorative.

Triumph set 
to rock the 
Bike Shed

IS READY FOR 
ANYTHING
Leaked images reveal an awesome all-rounder

NEW PICTURES
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‘Honda promises 
it will ‘redefine 

expectations’ for 
adventure bikes’

While Honda’s DCT transmission 
will be offered, these pictures show 
the base model with a normal clutch 
and gear lever. 

Even now, the bike’s technical details 
are still secret. We know the frame is 
aluminium, with a motocross-inspired 
design, and that the engine is a 1000cc 
parallel twin with four valves per cyl-

inder and twin balancer shafts, allied 
to 270-degree crank that mimics the 
firing rhythm of a 90-degree V-twin. 

There will be a huge options list, 
allowing buyers to tailor their bikes 
towards touring or more extreme off-
road use, and Honda promises that it 
will ‘redefine expectations’ for large-
capacity adventure bikes. 

MotoGP returns to Silverstone on 
August 28-30, and we are celebrating 
by offering MCN readers the chance to 
win the ultimate GP weekend pack-
age. The British MotoGP promises to 
be a fantastic three-day festival of 
two-wheel motorsport, all height-
ened by our British riders having their
best seasons for decades and looking
forward to performing in front of
their home crowd. Silverstone has
produced some great racing from all
classes over the last five years. It’s one
of fastest circuits on the GP calendar
and one lucky reader and their guest
will get to enjoy the weekend in super
VIP style.

The prize consists of VIP hospital-
ity at the British round of the MotoGP
at Silverstone Circuit in the riders’
lounge, including breakfast, lunch,
afternoon tea and complimentary
bar with a premium view overlook-
ing stadium section of circuit, hosted
by Niall Mackenzie on Saturday and
Sunday August 29-30. It also includes
a tour of the MotoGP Paddock and pit

Win the ultimate 
MotoGP experience!

NARROW-MINDED 
The airbox is split into two 
sections, one above each 
side-mounted radiator, to 

help keep the tank narrow.

CLUTCH  QUESTION
The True Adventure featured 
DCT, but this bike has a differ-
ent clutch cover without the 

semi-auto actuators, showing 
that it’s the base model (with 
a clutch). It also has normal 

clutch and gear levers.

READY FOR 
ADVENTURE 

The wire wheels, with a 
21in front and 18in rear, hint at 

proper off-road intentions, but the 
tyres are tamer than the

 True Adventure’s knobblies.

Get closer than ever to the action at 

Silverstone MotoGP this summer

lane walk on Saturday, a lap of the full 
circuit in the MotoGP safety car, and 
camping at the circuit if required. 
Enter now, and pick a friend who 
deserves to spend this incredible 
weekend with you!

For further information about 
the British MotoGP, or to book tick-
ets, please visit www.silverstone.
co.uk and follow them on Twitter via 
@silverstoneUK

 
How to enter
Enter your details at motorcyclenews.
com/britishmotogp – the competition 
closes at midnight on June 2.

SILVERSTONE MOTOGP COMPETITION

Honda teased 

us with a sneak 
preview last week, 
but the leaked pic-
tures show much, 

much more



Experts in:
Diesel Spills
Filtering Accidents
Serious Injuries
No-Win, No-Fee Claims

MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENT SOLICITORS

LEGAL EXPERT

CALL NOW  
01446 794 169

WWW.BIKELAWYER.CO.UK
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Extreme Sprint 

Enduro blew the 

crowds away

The only place 

you’d see Knight 

v Schwantz

Up close with

stunning classics

Schwantz and

Aldana loved

every minute

T
he MCN Festival kicked off last 
Saturday with a packed itinerary 
of test rides, racing, classic pa-
rades, sprint demonstrations, an 

Extreme Sprint Enduro, custom show 
and a host of celeb riders including 1993 
world Grand Prix champion Kevin
Schwantz, US legend Dave Aldana and 
Enduro god David Knight.

Knight captained a victori-
ous UK team in the new MCN
Transatlantic Trophy dirt track races, 
beating Kevin Schwantz’s American
team by just six points over the four
weekend rounds. The crowd were
also treated to a further six hours of
oval racing as the Dirt Track Racing
Association held the second round of
their championship at the show.

Thousands flock to see Schwantz and co at the first MCN Festival last weekend

An exhausted Schwantz said: “It
was brilliant to be involved with the
first MCN Festival of Motorcycling,
and reviving the Transatlantic series
in this way has been brilliant. There’s
been some spectacular racing and I’ve
enjoyed every second of it!”

David Knight also wowed the crowds
with his breathtaking skills in the
MotoXchange Extreme Sprint Enduro,
taking on all-comers in a test of both
man and machine across obstacles
that you could barely climb over! The

‘There’s been some 
brilliant racing and 
I’ve enjoyed every 

second of it’

Brackley Festival of Motorcycling and 
National Sprint Association delivered 
over 60 top-class machines in the 
classic bike parade arena, from early 
Manx Nortons to an ex-Troy Bayliss 
Desmosedici. It was an intoxicating 
mix of sights, sounds and smells.

Visitors got involved too, with 
hundreds taking advantage of the 
fantastic weather and enjoying test 
rides on the latest bikes from manu-
facturers as diverse as CCM, Harley-
Davidson, Indian, Kawasaki, KTM, 
Suzuki, Triumph, Victory and Yamaha. 
70 people were put through their A1 
and A2 licences with Get On and many 
took advantage of riding a bike adven-
ture bike off-road with Touratech, 
or trying an off-road bike with the 
Yamaha AMCA MX Experience.
Q For more pics of this spectacular 
event visit www.mcnfestival.com
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TRIUMPH OPEN DAY

Saturday 23rd May

ONE GREAT DAY TO REMEMBER

Visit your local Triumph dealer on this special day and you could win a trip 

for two to Barcelona, tickets to a UK motorcycle show or Limited Edition 

‘25 year’ T-shirts. Plus there will also be a ‘25 years of Triumph’ bike display* 

and your chance to explore all the latest models in-store including the new:

Tiger 800 range  /  Special Edition Speed 94  /  Street Rx  /  Bonnie Spirit

triumphmotorcycles.co.uk 

#fortheride

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL DEALER FOR MORE DETAILS.

GREAT ADVENTURES
TRIUMPH MOTORCYCLES

HINCKLEY 1990 - 2015

25
YEARS

AVON

Fowlers of Bristol

08433 833 378

BEDFORDSHIRE

Pure Triumph Woburn

08433 833 425

BERKSHIRE

Bulldog Triumph

08433 833 429

CAMBRIDGESHIRE

Peterborough Triumph

08433 833 393

CHESHIRE

Bill Smiths Motors

08433 833 385

CUMBRIA

Cumbria Triumph

08433 833 389

DERBYSHIRE

Triumph World

08433 833 391

DEVON

Bridge Motorcycles

08433 833 402

Triumph Plymouth

08433 833 430

DORSET

Three Cross 

Motorcycles

08433 833 406

ESSEX

Jack Lilley Romford

08433 833 416

Ongar Motorcycles

08433 833 404

GLOUCESTERSHIRE

Performance Triumph

08433 833 417

HAMPSHIRE

Destination 

Triumph Solent

08433 833 426

HERTFORDSHIRE

Hertfordshire Triumph

08433 833 427

KENT

Laguna Ashford

08433 833 428

Laguna Maidstone

08433 833 410

LANCASHIRE

Youles Motorcycles

08433 833 392

LINCOLNSHIRE

Webbs of Lincoln

08433 833 383

GREATER LONDON 

& MIDDLESEX

Carl Rosner

Motorcycles

08433 833 405

Jack Lilley Motorcycles

08433 833 413

Metropolis Motorcycles

08433 833 409

GREATER

MANCHESTER

Youles Motorcycles

08433 833 396

NORFOLK

Norfolk Triumph

08433 833 403

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

Pure Triumph 

Wellingborough

08433 833 423

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

Pidcock Triumph

08433 833 379

OXFORDSHIRE

Hughenden M40

08433 833 415

SOMERSET

Total Triumph

Taunton

08433 833 422

STAFFORDSHIRE

Staffordshire Triumph

08433 833 387

SUFFOLK

Suffolk Triumph

08433 833 407

SURREY

Destination Triumph

08433 833 421

SUSSEX

Destination Triumph

08433 833 419

J.S. Gedge

08433 833 411

TYNE & WEAR

Triumph North East

08433 833 400

WARWICKSHIRE

Performance Triumph

08433 833 408

WEST MIDLANDS

Triumph Birmingham

08433 833 424

Stratstone Triumph

Wolverhampton

08433 833 398

WILTSHIRE

Performance 

Triumph Swindon

08433 833 420

YORKSHIRE

A1 Moto Services

08433 833 388

Team Roberts

08433 833 384

Triumph

West Yorkshire

08433 833 395

SCOTLAND

Edinburgh Triumph

08433 833 381

Shirlaws Motorcycles

08433 833 380

WALES

Robert Bevan & Son

08433 833 401

Woods of Abergele

08433 833 382

NORTHERN IRELAND

Phillip McCallen

08433 833 390

EIRE

Dublin Triumph

08433 833 397

CHANNEL ISLANDS

Bob’s Motorcycle 

Centre - Jersey

08433 833 414

ISLE OF MAN

Jason Griffiths 

Motorcycles

08433 833 394

ISLE OF WIGHT

Dave Death 

Motorcycles

08433 833 418

*Please check with your dealer for opening times / participation.
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bike because I moved further out of 

Manchester and the little CBF125 was 

struggling a bit with the speed and the 

distance every day.

What did you buy?

I looked at loads of bikes before 

deciding to get a BMW F800GT when 

they first came out. I looked at lots but 

they were either too big or just not right 

for me. The BMW is perfect. I kept the 

CBF but didn’t use it and in the end I 

traded it in for a KTM 390 Duke. I loved 

that bike and it was great fun. I was 

so busy at the time I didn’t really get 

a chance to ride it that much but I did 

get out on track at Oulton Park which 

was really good. I couldn’t believe how 

Training and racing is my full time 

job and anything else is just messing 

about, which might take away the 

energy I need to focus on winning. 

When did you pass your test to 

enable you to ride the BMW?

After the Olympics in 2012. I just had 

to get it done as soon as possible so I 

could buy something bigger.

Was the CBF125 your first 

experience of riding?

No. I learnt to ride when I was about 

14 and living in Bolton. My uncle’s 

neighbour’s lad had a little 80cc dirt 

bike and we used to run it around the 

fields near where we lived. It was 

You obviously have a love of all 

things two-wheeled, but where did 

the motorcycle part start?

I was commuting to training in 

Manchester and I was sick of being 

stuck in traffic. I spent hours in the car 

and made the decision to get my CBT.

What was your first bike?

I bought a Honda CBF125 because 

it was perfect for what I needed at 

the time. It gets ridiculous mpg and 

cut through the traffic when I was 

commuting to training. 

How long did you keep the CBF?

I kept it for a fair while actually, 

and then ended up buying another 

Q Next week

TT racer Dan Linfoot

proper dangerous but it was great fun 

and it taught me to ride. I didn’t touch 

a bike for years after that but then my 

team-mate Ed Clancy turned up on a 

Honda Hornet 600 one day and he said 

I could have a ride. I said no initially 

but then thought about it and took it 

for a little spin. It all just came back 

instantly. I loved it.

You recently bought a Royal Enfield 

Classic 500; that’s a bit of a change 

from the KTM 390 Duke!

Yes it is. I loved the KTM but it was a 

little bit like riding an ASBO! I saw the 

Guy Martin India TV show and thought 

the Enfield looked great. I ride at a 

crawl around the lanes, so it’s nice to 

see the countryside from the Enfield. 

Honda CBF125
‘It cut through the traffic’

BMW F800GT
‘I did my test after London 2012’

KTM 390 Duke
‘It was like riding an ASBO’

JASON’S BIKES
I saw the Guy 
Martin India 
TV show and 
thought the 

Royal Enfi eld 
looked great’

JASON KENNY
He’s won Olympic gold pedalling furiously but he loves 

motorcycles too… especially ones with a kickstart!

AGE: 27 JOB: PROFESSIONAL CYCLIST

much I was aching the next day.

Would you like to do more 

trackdays? 

Definitely, but right now I am totally 

focused on the 2016 Olympics. 

Official

Partnerswww.motorex.co.uk  ::  www.facebook.com/MotorexUK

Scan the

code to see

Quick Cleaner

in action!

FIRST BIKE

FIRST BIG BIKE

BONKERS BIKE

No engine here but still bloody fast
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Finance is subject to status and is only available to UK residents aged 18 and over. TriStar Personal Contract Purchase is only available through Triumph Motorcycle Finance which is a trading style of Black Horse Ltd, St William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardiff  CF10 5BH. Finance fi gures correct as of 01.05.15 and 

are subject to change. Bikes must be registered by 30.06.15. Finance off er ends 30.06.15. *Accessory Terms and Conditions: Fitting charges may apply. Off er subject to the purchase of a new full price motorcycle. Off er subject to stock availability and applies to motorcycles registered between 01.05.15 and 30.06.15.

For more information or to book your test ride, visit triumphmotorcycles.co.uk

There’s a road out there. Way out there.

Places where you’ll appreciate having a little extra.

Times when you’ll appreciate having it all.

#fortheride

GET 3 YEARS
(OR 18,000 MILES)
FREE SERVICING
When financing using...

Applies to bikes registered 

between 22.05.15 – 30.06.15.

Participating dealers only. 

Terms and conditions apply, 

see website for full details.

ACCESSORY PACK INCLUDES:

Two Box Pannier Set,

Heated Grips & Switch,

Heated Rider Seat.

Tiger Explorer

£11,599 OTR

Tiger Explorer XC

£12,599 OTR

+ £940 WORTH OF COMPLIMENTARY ACCESSORIES*

Based on: Tiger Explorer @ 5,000 miles per annumREPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE

£11,599.00   £129.00   £2,727.00   £8,872.00 37 Months £10.00  £6,480.00  £13,851.00 9.44% 9.9% APR

On the

Road Price

36 Monthly

Repayments 

Deposit/Part 

Exchange 

Total Amount

of Credit 

Agreement

Duration

Purchase

Fee† 

Final 

Repayment

Total Amount

Payable

Interest Rate

(Fixed)

Representative 

APR

†  Included within 

Final Repayment.
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1. Ducati 750 F1
Celebrating its 30th 

anniversary this year, the 750 

F1 is revered as one of Ducati’s 

purest supersport bikes. 

Featuring the air-cooled 748cc 

two-valve engine, and nothing 

that wasn’t needed, it was an 

exercise in minimalism. Parr’s 

example is faultless. 

2. 1960 Benelli 175 SS
Whatever you might think of 

the gaudy paint, this rare little 

175 SS is in stunning condition, 

and shows just 15,686km on 

the watch-like Veglia clock. 

The originality and detail is 

incredible, right down to the 

duck-tail Giuliari café-racer 

seat and tank pad.

3. 1974 Laverda 750 SFC
The Super Freni Competizione 

was introduced in 1971, and 

immediately made an impact 

on racetracks all around the 

globe. This example is the 

later ’74 model, most easily 

recognisable by the three-disc 

brake set-up. An absolute icon 

of its time.

4. 2001 Magni Sport 
1200
Responsible for much of 

MV Agusta’s incredible race 

prowess from 1947-77, Arturo 

Magni went on to create some 

truly special specials. This 

oddity was his last, the 1200S, 

which featured a Bandit 1200 

motor, Showa shocks, Ceriani 

fork and hand-crafted chrome-

moly frame.

5. 1971 MV Agusta 750 S
You’d be privileged to see one 

750 S on any normal day, but 

Parr’s collection boasts five, 

one replete with full elegant 

race fairing. Made from 1970 

to 1975, the 743cc motor 

developed a very healthy 

71bhp, and despite its weight 

and cc deficit, it could hand on 

to Kawasaki’s Z1 all day long.

6. 1974 Ducati 750
Super Sport
The most iconic Ducati ever? 

A 750 Sport in yellow runs it a 

close second, but the SS – as 

raced to Ducati’s debut race 

victory by Brit Paul Smart at 

Imola in ’72 – is considered by 

many to be the one to own. Only 

401 examples of the original 

SS were made, and they rarely 

come to market. 

7. 1966 Motobi Van Tech
This Motobi is built around a 

chromed Van Tech frame, and 

epitomises the beauty of 1960s 

lightweight Italian racers. Note 

the B Pesaro tank logo – the B 

standing for Benelli, the family 

firm from which Giuseppi broke 

to form Motobi in 1949. 

Q Visit stuartparrcollection.

com and watch the video on 

motorcyclenews.com

THIS WEEK’S 
HOT BIKES
The cream of the crop from Stuart Parr’s private collection, 
on display on Madison Avenue, New York until July 18

1

JUST BREATHE.
ENHANCED POWER, GREAT SOUND, STUNNING LOOKS, HUGE
MODEL RANGE. ARROW EXHAUSTS – DESIGNED TO DELIVER...

www.bandcexpress.co.uk
01522 791369

� � � �
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4
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7
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Love to explore?

With more than 30,000 items in stock, from over 
150 brands, we’ve got every biker covered

*Orders over £25, UK mainland excluding Scottish Highlands.

25,000+ product reviews   I   Free delivery & free returns* 
  I    Finance available   I   Price match promise

MCN CLOTHING AND ACCESSORY 

RETAILER OF THE YEAR
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DUCATI 
PANIGALE R

WORLD FIRST TEST

‘The new R is 
Ducati back to 
their full rock-star 
irreverence’

M
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A
G

R
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‘If you think you
don’t need rider
aids, this bike will
change your mind.
You need all the
help you can get’

Y
ou can still smell the heat of
battle, feel the electricity dis-
sipating in the air, and detect
the vague odour of burger
vans and stale beer hanging
on the warm breeze. It’s just

48 hours after the World Superbike
circus entertained the crowds at the
historic Imola racetrack, and now I’m
stood in pitlane with £28,995 of Ducati
Panigale R staring at me with barely
contained aggression. Opportunities
to ride exotica of this calibre are few
and far between; make no mistake,
this is a road bike that exists only to
homologate the race version – and the
differences are minimal. New rules
implemented in the world series are
even more restrictive this year, mean-
ing that the race bikes you see on TV
are now much closer to the road bikes
you can buy.

The R models in Ducati’s range have
always been extraordinary, and the
new Panigale R continues the tradition.
The 1198cc race-bred engine features
titanium valves and rods to minimise
inertia, while Ducati have worked hard
to reduce internal frictional losses, all
contributing to a claimed peak power of
202bhp – astonishing for a V-twin. The
torque is no less impressive, 100.5ftlb,
delivered at a dizzying 10,250rpm. This
isn’t an engine that’s been developed
with the road in mind. Peak power
arrives at 11,500rpm, 1000rpm higher
than the 1299 Panigale, which also
makes peak torque at a more road-
friendly 8750rpm.

But the R is not all about the engine,
the chassis is all-new and multi-adjust-
able, including a four-position adjust-
able swingarm pivot. The wheelbase
is longer, the steering head extending
further forward than standard, and
there’s conventional Öhlins suspension
in the place of the 1299 S’ electrickery,
using a 43mm NIX fork and a TTX36
rear shock, both fully adjustable.

Ducati have also embarked on a fa-
natical weight-loss programme. The
battery is lithium-ion, and even the

headlight is a conventional unit – not
LED – because it allows more grams to
be shaved from the total mass. The fac-
tory claim the R will crack the scales at
just 162kg dry, or 184kg ready to ride.
That’s incredible for a bike boasting
over 200bhp. It’s 6kg lighter than
the old Panigale R and 15kg lighter
Yamaha’s new R1.

Even sat on its paddock stands, tyres
gently warming, the new Panigale R is
imposing. Ducati have made their flag-
ship superbikes incrementally easier to
ride and live with in recent years, the
latest 1299 being the most co-operative
riding partner since Ducati ditched the
unpopular 999 and replaced it with
the 1098. But the new R is Ducati back
to their full rock-star irreverence, as
happy to perform as it is to smash up
your hotel room and submerge your
Rolls Royce in the swimming pool.

There’s no welcoming hug as you
climb aboard and point it out onto the
circuit. The acceleration is brutal, so
much so that it upsets your mental

ADAM CHILD
SENIOR ROAD TESTER
adam.child@motorcyclenews.com

Panigale R’s incredible 184kg wet weight means it can corner faster and lean further

Continued over

rhythms. The engine is immense; it 
feels like there’s no inertia as it spins up 
with lightning speed. I’ve never ridden 
a twin that can rev faster, or that deliv-
ers the full force of its hedonism so high 
in the rev range. If you really want the 
best from it you’ve got to keep the revs 
in five figures. The exhaust note from 
the full titanium Akrapovic system is 
utterly intoxicating, swathing you in 
tides of delicious music. If you think 
you don’t need rider aids, this bike will 
change your resolve. You need all the 
help you can get. 

There’s plenty on offer, too. EBC 
(Engine Brake Control), DQS (Ducati 
Quick-Shift and auto-blipper), DWC 



Full colour TFT dash is the electronic nerve centre Beneath the red paint is brushed ally loveliness Fully titanium Akrapovic system is loud but legal Paddle-style switchgear simplifies menu access

PANIGALE R IN DETAIL

www.motorcyclenews.com
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The Panigale R comes with the 

excellent Pirelli Diablo Supercorsa 

SP as standard, 120/70 R17 front 

and 200/55 R17 rear. However, on 

the race track we used Pirelli’s 

track-dedicated SC2 front and a 

SC1 rear, the same tyres used 

in both world and British 

superstock. 

Racy rubber

2

The list of rider aids is huge 

and exactly what you’d expect from 

a range-topping superbike. The R 

features new handlebar controls with 

a thumb and finger paddle to make 

accessing the menu easier. The 

Ducati data analyser with GPS 

records all the bike’s data, 

so you can assess each 

session.

Binary finery

1

The 1198cc Superquadro twin-

cylinder engine has an huge bore and 

an incredibly short stroke, (112mm x 

60.8mm). Each twin-ring piston has 

specially developed SBK crowns. 

The crank has been balanced and 

lightened, and the rods and 

valves are titanium, with 

dedicated cam profiles 

and timing.  

Masterpiece in metal

3

Made in conjunction with 

Akrapovic, the exhaust is obviously 

street legal – but not exactly quiet! 

The Panigale R gets a full titanium 

system with larger pipes than 

the 1299, while the mufflers are 

finished with a carbon end cap. 

The system is an impressive 

2.5kg lighter than the old 

version.

Barely legal

4



Numberplate hanger is easily removed

#MCNwednesday

17  BUYING & 
SELLING SPORT May  20   2015FEATURES GARAGETHIS WEEK NEW BIKES

VERDICT
The epitome of homologation

specials. Yes, it takes some effort

to ride, but it boasts phenomenal

power, class-leading rider aids,

and it’s exquisite to look at. If

you’ve got the skill to explore its

outer limits, you’ll experience a

level of specialness few will ever

be lucky enough to savour.

WE LIKE

WE DON’T LIKE

■ Power, brakes, rider aids, sound,

a road-legal race bike

■ Demanding, brutal and expensive

TECH SPEC

Price £28,995

Engine 1198cc 8v L-Twin

Power 202bhp @ 11,500rpm

Torque 100.5ftlb @ 10,250rpm

Weight 184kg (kerb)

Capacity 17 litres

Seat height 830mm

Frame Monocoque aluminium

On sale Now

2015 DUCATI PANIGALE R

Splitting Rs – MCN’s Chad compares the road-going Panigale R to Davies’ WSB racer

While the 1299 Panigale S boasts 

electronic semi-active suspension, 

the R reverts to a conventional Öhlins 

43mm NIX30 fork and TTX36 shock. 

Both are more than capable of 

delivering near-perfect ride quality. 

Being side-mounted, the shock 

allows easy access to the 

chain adjusters. 

Analogue Öhlins

5

The controversial aluminium 

monocoque chassis remains, yet

the R’s steering head is 5mm further

forward than the previous model.

Rake and trail remain the same as

before. Moving the steering axle

further forward lengthens the

bike, increasing stability and

making it easier to get

the power down.

Geometry tweaks

6

Cost of ownership

Despite the race bike performance, the

service intervals are exactly the same as

any normal Ducati, while the exclusivity of

the firm’s R models will always mean they

command a premium on the used market.

Track ability

Chaz Davies was lapping within WSB

qualifying pace on a bike with headlights

and a horn. For trackday riders, it’s as

close as you can get to buying a

road-legal WSB bike.

THE LONG VIEW

(Ducati Wheelie Control), DTC (Ducati 
Traction Control) with IMU (Internal 
Measurement Unit) and cornering 
ABS. The IMU is the multi-axial brain 
that ties all of these systems together 
and works with the Bosch braking 
systems to give a level of control and 
safety we could only have dreamt of 
five years ago. 

With race mode selected giving me 
full power, traction intervention set to 
a minimum, EBC on level one, and the 
wheelie control set to three, I’m giving 
it everything I’ve got. Normally I’ll do at 
least a few sessions with the aids turned 
off, but not this time. The electronics 
are so good they don’t hinder the bike’s 
performance, or your fun, there’s no 
backfiring or spluttering when the 
traction control kicks in, so why risk 
offending the animal by slapping away 
its helping hand? 

This isn’t a bike you can just jump 
on and ride fast. The huge power and 
lack of weight gets the bars weaving on 
exits, and while I played around with 
the fully adjustable Öhlins, I never got 
a 100% perfect lap all day long without 
some degree of head shake or weave. 
Time was our enemy, and Imola is a 
complex and uncompromising track. 
I definitely felt there was a lot more to 
explore with the front-end, which felt 
way too harsh. It was so unforgiving 
that I’m still unsure whether it was 
bottoming out, or if the final 25% of the 
stroke was just too firm. The Brembo 
M50 monobloc radial brakes are amaz-
ing though, and the bike is so light that 
you can leave your braking as late as 
your bravery and grip will allow. But 
this would sometimes cause complica-
tions, the rear trying to rotate around 
the headstock. But don’t forget that the 
R is a race bike with lights, and more 
time spent on track-specific set-up 
would pay great dividends. Chaz Davies 
rode the bike and set a blistering pace, 
which would have seen him qualify for 
the WSB grid. There aren’t many road 
bikes that’ll deliver that. 

When everything clicks and you’re 
on your A-game, it’s breath-taking. 
It feels so incredibly light, flicking 
through the tight chicanes with phe-
nomenal ease. It holds its line, has 
incredibly accurate steering, and will 

hunt the apex with telepathic clarity. At 
full lean, or when brushing the brakes 
deep into the corner, it feels sublime. 
It delivers corner speeds and lean an-
gles that other bikes can only dream 
of, and the riding position is fantastic. 
Wide bars, narrow-waisted tank, and 
accommodating pegs all conspire to 
make you feel like part of the bike, 
and it’ll carry you all the way over to 
elbow-down angles of lean. The clutch-
less shift works perfectly too, leaving 
you free to concentrate on your lines.

The R is an angry stallion, unafraid to 
kick back a little; but that’s exactly what 
I want from a homologation special. On 
uninterrupted laps when everything 
just flowed, I felt like I was pushing for 
superpole. It was magical.

Yamaha R1M, £18,999 

The all-new R1 isn’t a 

homologation special as 

such, but is only available 

in limited numbers, with 

just 75 coming to the UK. 

The standard R1 was our 

1000cc group test winner, 

and the M is lighter and 

features semi-active 

Öhlins suspension.

Aprilia RSV4RF, £18,135

The highest spec Aprilia 

currently on the market, 

the RSV4 RF is incredibly 

easy to ride fast, thanks to 

its accurate handling, great 

electronics package and 

flexible V4. It was always an 

excellent handling bike but 

lacked outright power – but 

not anymore.

Bimota BB3, £34,500

Bimota’s homologation 

special uses S1000RR 

power but tweaked to 

deliver a claimed 200bhp 

with 82.6ftlb of torque. 

Despite being an inline four 

it only tips the scales at 

179kg, thanks to lashings 

of carbon-fibre. Öhlins 

grace the front and rear.  

PANI’S EXOTIC ENEMIES
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Y
amaha’s standard MT-07 
has the ‘X-Factor’ – a secret 
ingredient that makes every 
ride an absolute hoot. From 
the moment the little parallel 
twin burbles into life you are 

grinning from ear to ear. 
It is this spirit, not to mention an 

incredibly attractive £5349 price tag, 
that has seen the MT-07 become one 
of Europe’s best-selling bikes. In the 
UK, Yamaha dealers sold out of stock 
last year and 2015 looks like being a 
repeat. So, striking while the iron is 
hot, Yamaha have given riders one 

more excuse to buy an MT-07 with
the launch of the aggressively-styled
MT-07 Moto Cage, a cunning stunt
machine that hits all the right notes.

The Moto Cage is basically a tarted-
up MT-07. For an extra £550 over the 
MT-07 ABS you get brush guards, radia-
tor shrouds, an adjustable screen, crash 
bars, new stickers and an exhaust down 
pipe protector plate. None of these re-
ally affect the bike’s performance, but 
they give it the appearance of a stunt 
bike and that will appeal to a certain 
selection of riders – myself included.

I know it’s just a few bolt-ons, but I 
love the badass attitude and Yamaha 
have taken a lot of care to get it right. 
Things like the mismatched wheels, 
abrasive stickers on the tank, bright 
red engine bars and even the little 
‘aggressive face’ cut-outs on the radia-

tor shields and brush guards could have
been left out to save cash. This bike
sums up the rejuvenated Yamaha – it
is a transformation done properly and
priced competitively, a statement you
couldn’t have made about a Yamaha 
special a few years ago.

While visually the MT-07 Moto Cage 
puts you in the mood to be a bit silly, 
once the engine is running it doesn’t 
demand you play the fool as the parallel 
twin is super-smooth with minimal 
vibrations and a very relaxed feel. 
Through town the light clutch and ex-
cellent fuelling (no ride-by-wire here 
as on the MT-09, just a traditional cable 
connection) is extremely user-friendly 
and, thanks to the MT’s low weight of 
just 164kg is easily manageable, too. 
Soft suspension soaks up any jolts, the 
gearbox is slick and the upright riding 

position is perfectly suited to weaving
through traffic. It’s a great town bike
and, thanks to its crash protectors, one
that can handle a few spills should the
worst happen.

When the roads open up and the 

corners increase in frequency the
MT-07 is a blast to ride. Faster riders
will find the soft suspension a bit soggy,
but those learning the ropes on two
wheels will find it reassuringly com-
pliant. I can’t overstate how perfectly 
balanced Yamaha’s parallel twin is. It’s 
a beautiful motor that, while certainly 
not the fastest in the world, provides 
more than enough beans for spirited 
road riding. Wind it up and you can see 
over 120mph on the clock, but that’s 
not where it is at its best. Keep the revs 
down, enjoy the Yamaha’s torque and 
the MT is a dream. Especially should 
you have a bit of private land to play 
around on.

Believe it or not, this new-rider 
friendly bike is one of the best wheelie 
machines you can buy and is a very 
accomplished stunter. If you want to 

‘It only costs £95
a month to own
a Moto Cage. 
That’s no more 
Sky TV and one 
less meal out 
every four weeks’

FIRST RIDE

‘I can’t overstate how
perfectly balanced
Yamaha’s parallel twin is’

Keep doing that 

burnout and the angry 

scrapyard man will get 

you with his grabber

JON URRY
GUEST TESTER
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YAMAHA

MT-07
MOTO CAGE
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learn how to loft the front wheel, buy 
an MT-07. In second gear a flick of the 
clutch gets the front up in the air, and 
then the perfect throttle response and 
the motor’s midrange help you hover
it there through third and even forth
gear. It’s a wheelie fiend’s dream and an 
absolute riot to ride. If, however, your 
stunt repertoire is limited to a burnout 
and a cheeky skid, you might struggle 
a bit as the Moto Cage comes with ABS 
as standard.

Back on the road the ABS works well 
enough to prevent spills and the brakes 
have a reasonable level of feel, but you 
wouldn’t ever say either are amazing. 
Get the Moto Cage on a closed road,
grab an aggressive handful of front
brake and the MT’s four-piston stop-
pers have enough power to lift the rear, 
but only briefly before the ABS kicks

VERDICT
The standard MT-07 is already 

a brilliant bike but for an extra 

£550 the Moto Cage kit gives it a 

healthy dose of added attitude. 

One that truly suits the bike. 

WE LIKE

WE DON’T LIKE

■ Aggressive look

■ Fun-packed motor

■ Friendly attitude

■ Under-damped suspension

■ Non-switchable ABS

■ Licence-losing potential!

in and returns it to the ground with a 
safety-conscious thump. Obviously 
MCN can’t condone this behaviour, but 
if you remove the rider’s seat to gain 
access to the fuse box you can remove 
the ABS’s fuse and skid and stoppie 
(slightly tricky due to the soft forks) to 
your heart’s content. Before replacing 
it for the ride home, naturally.

I’ve visited a lot of Yamaha dealer-
ships recently and I’m finding it in-
creasingly hard to avoid signing up to 
a finance deal on the MT-07. Yamaha’s 
PCP deals mean that after a £1500 de-
posit it only costs £95 a month (with 
a £2780 balloon payment after three 
years) to own a Moto Cage – that’s the 
equivalent of no Sky TV and one less 
meal out a month, a sacrifice I’m sure 
my girlfriend will happily accept. Or 
possibly not.

Mismatched 

wheels? They’re 

all the rage

NEED TO KNOW

Performance 
Smooth motor with an unexpected 

naughty side.

Looks 

The Moto Cage kit adds youthful 

attitude.

Value 

The headline is £6299, but it can be 

yours for £95 a month.

TECH SPEC

 Price  £6299

 Engine  Liquid-cooled dohc  

  parallel-twin 689cc

 Power  73.7bhp @ 9000rpm

 Torque 50.1ftlb @ 6500rpm

 Weight 164kg

 Capacity 14 litres

 MPG 53mpg

 Seat height 805mm

 Chassis  steel trellis

 Contact www.yamaha-motor.co.uk

YAMAHA MT-07 MOTO CAGE

Standard MT-07 digital dash includes a new-rider friendly gear indicator Built-in crash protection should the attitude get too muchRemove a fuse to turn off the ABS and do skids 

It’s an utter hoot but if 

you don’t like the looks 

the standard bike is 

just as riotous to ride



www.motorcyclenews.com

20 May  20   2015

Barry Sheene

Two-times 500cc 

world champion

Keith Huewen

Racing rival 

was on the scene

Randy Mamola

Sheene’s rival, was 

with Suzuki in 1982

Simon Tonge 

Sheene’s mechanic

saw the carnage

Nigel Cobb

Sheene’s surgeon at 

Northampton Hospital

When Bazza hit a fallen bike at 160mph, the paddock feared the worst

Sheene’s biggest crash

During practice for the 1982 British 

Grand Prix at Silverstone, double 

500cc world champion Barry Sheene 

struck the fallen Patrick Igoa at 

160mph. Dutch rider Jack Middelburg 

hit the wreckage moments later and 

the result was carnage. Sheene’s 

horrendous injuries became 

mainstream news and his rate of 

recovery and determination to keep 

on racing gained universal admiration. 

But it was the beginning of the end 

for Sheene’s career. He never again 

received top-level factory equipment 

and, after finishing a fighting sixth on 

a privateer Suzuki RG500 in the 1984 

world championship, he retired from 

the sport and moved to Australia. He 

died from cancer in 2003 but remains 

the most famous motorcycle racer of 

all time.

Barry Sheene: ‘I came over the crest 

of the rise on my usual line and there 

was a bike lying in the road and I hit it. 

Then all I can recall seeing was a big 

ball of flame. Nothing else.’

Keith Huewen: ‘I was just cruising 

back round to the pits when two 

explosions went off (Igoa’s fuel tank 

followed by Sheene’s) and I had to 

ride through the huge black cloud of 

smoke that came off them.’

Simon Tonge: ‘The session had 

stopped and Barry hadn’t come into 

the pits so I set off on a scooter to look 

for him and that’s when I came across 

the carnage. I was the first of Barry’s 

team to get to the crash site.’

Huewen: ‘When I came through the 

smoke there was complete carnage 

with bodies and bits of shattered bikes 

lying around everywhere amongst all 

the flames and smoke. It looked like 

there had been a plane crash. I slowed 

down and noticed Barry lying there 

and his body was actually smoking.’

THE EYEWITNESSES

EYEWITNESS The moments that made biking 

history  Silverstone, Northants, July 28, 1982
1955-2015

Randy Mamola: ‘It was like an 

airplane crash, you know, two bikes, 

two riders and shrapnel everywhere. 

It was like ‘Oh, Jesus what happened 

here?’ If you can imagine doing about 

160mph then hitting something, then 

things are going to travel a long way.’

Tonge: ‘I remember putting my head 

on Kenny Roberts’ shoulder and 

thinking “that’s it”. Barry was in a 

bad way. It was the first time I’d been 

confronted with such a sight. I’d never 

seen someone as badly injured as that 

before. There was wreckage for two 

hundred metres; you could even see 

the gearbox of Igoa’s bike because 

it had been ripped open. I worked 

in Grands Prix racing for another 

11 years but thankfully never saw 

anything like that again.’

Huewen: ‘In my mind there was no 

question that Sheene was dead. I had 

seen hundreds of crashes but never 

Always ready with a fast quip 

for waiting press, Sheene’s 

bravery in coming back from 

injury can’t be underestimated

Ducati Diavel – Change the
rules of the cruiser concept.

Available with affordable*

monthly repayments

ducatiuk.com

Representative Example:

Based on Ducati Diavel with a contracted annual mileage of 6,000.

Cash Price £14,531.00  

Deposit £3,322.30  

Total Amount of Credit £11,208.70  

Purchase Fee§ £10.00

Duration of Agreement 37 Months

36 Monthly Repayments £159.00  

Final Repayment £8,224.00  

Total Amount Payable £17,270.30  

Interest Rate (Fixed) 9.08%

Representative APR 9.5% APR

The flexible, affordable way
to ride a new Ducati today.

§ Included in Final Repayment.

*With a PCP product a significant proportion of the total amount payable is payable at the end of the contract by one large final repayment, so your regular monthly repayments are low. Finance is subject to status and is only available to UK residents aged 18
or over. TriOptions PCP is only available through Ducati Finance which is a trading style of Black Horse Ltd, St. William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardiff CF10 5BH. Figures are correct as of 11th March 2015. Finance offer ends 30th June 2015.
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Sheene on top form chasing Freddie Spencer at Assen earlier in the 1982 season

A recovered Sheene shows off surgeon 

Nigel Cobb’s incredible handiwork

Eyewitnesses described the horror

as being more like a plane crash

anything as bad as that. I was actually 

shaking as I rode back to the pits.’

Nigel Cobb: ‘The leg injuries were 

very severe, probably among the most 

serious fractures that one can have. 

It is almost as if the upper quarter of 

each tibia (lower leg bone) had simply 

exploded. When the leg was opened 

up, the muscles and bones just fell 

apart and we were left with this jigsaw 

puzzle to sort out.’

Mamola: ‘That was the start of the 

end of Sheene’s career. I hate to speak 

about such things because, being a 

rider, nobody likes to see anything 

like that happen. It was much like 

what happened to Mick Doohan in 

1999 (when Doohan’s leg was broken 

so badly his career was cut short) at 

Jerez.’

Sheene: ‘I did whack my lusting tackle 

on the tank extremely hard. That 

really hurt! That part of my anatomy 

soon got better but I have to say that 

one enjoyment in life I did miss lying 

in a hospital bed was sex. Steph was 

with me nearly all the time but a 

hospital’s not the easiest place in the 

world to get your leg over. I think a lot 

of the credit has to go to Nigel Cobb 

– without him I’d have been totally 

legless! I didn’t consider myself as 

brave. All I had to do was to get the 

legs mended as quickly as possible 

and get back on a bike. What’s brave 

about that?’

VOTE NOW
MCN Man of 

the Year of the 
last 60 years 

motorcyclenews.
com/awards

This year we’re Supercharging the
‘World of Kawasaki’ festival and taking it to

Rockingham Raceway on Sunday 28th of June

& confi rm your Saturday night pitch
www.kawasaki.co.uk
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FLAT OUT
Kawasaki’s outrageous H2R claims to be the fastest production bike 

ever built. We took it to a secret test track to find out for sure

WORLD FIRST HIGH SPEED TEST

Continued over

Y
ou know the day is going to 
be special when it starts with 
a safety briefing delivered 
by RAF personnel in a con-
trol tower at a secret loca-
tion somewhere in middle  
England, early morning mist 

hanging over the runway. 
The reason we’re gathered here today 

is this: Kawasaki’s outrageous super-
charged H2R. The R is the flagship H2, 
the one that isn’t road legal, that runs on  
Bridgestone slicks, that costs £41,000, 

needs specialist race fuel and is louder than  
Marquez’s RC213V. And is more powerful 
too. Kawasaki say they have seen 326bhp 
(with ram air) on their dyno in Japan. 

We briefly tested the H2R back in March 
at the Losail circuit in Qatar. We already 
know the very special supercharged inline 
four is a masterpiece of engineering and 
that it was brutally quick on track, but 
today we simply want to know one thing: 
how fast does it really go? There’s been 
talk of 220mph, perhaps even 230mph 
and beyond, and finding a location long 
enough, safe enough and noise tolerant 
enough for the Kawasaki has been a chal-
lenge in itself. 

I look out at the 1.65-mile runway. The 
briefing turns to the H2R’s potential top 
speeds and even the RAF people take a step 
back and gasp as we throw double-ton 
figures into the air. No, we say, this isn’t 
going to be normal day. As we’re escorted 
across to the runway the enormity of the 
task ahead hits home. Nobody this side 
of Japan has ridden a H2R completely flat 
out before; this is a first. 

I’ve ridden fast production bikes be-
fore, but this is another level. Kawasaki’s 
claimed power peak of 326bhp is some 
136 more – a complete Honda 954 Fire-
blade more – than the new Yamaha R1. 

MCN SENIOR ROAD TESTER

SEE THE 
VIDEO

Watch and listen as the Kawasaki H2R rips through the air motorcyclenews.com



‘It’s time to go 
supersonic, 

‘permission to 
buzz the tower’’

At the 14,000rpm redline the H2R’s clocks show 223mph which is a GPS verified 205mph Supercharger guzzles air at a crazy rate Carbon-fibre winglets provide extra downforce at high speed for stability 

H2R’s slicks need heating to 80 degrees

Tyre warmers, race fuel and a full support crew, the H2R isn’t your average sportsbike 

Continued over

www.motorcyclenews.com

24  May  20   2015

third and fourth. The only way to calm 
it down is to change up a gear, allow-
ing the quickshifter to momentarily 
cut power while the exhaust throws 
out a small blue flame of unburnt race 
fuel in disapproval. I’m already in awe 
and I’m still just tickling the throttle. 

After a few dabs of the brakes to work 
heat into the front Bridgestone slick and 
huge Brembo ABS-assisted brakes, it’s 
time to line up for the high speed run.

Ahead are nearly two miles of empty 
runway, shimmering in the heat. I’ve 
decided I’m going for it and click the 
H2R into first gear. I start to engage 
the clutch, increase the revs and we 
have lift off. 

I’m immediately shoved back against 
the adjustable race seat hump. The 
engine backfires slightly as the trac-
tion control manages the wheelie. I 
shortshift into second without closing 
the throttle, hoping to calm the rabid 
acceleration and control the front wheel 
lunacy. In a blink of an eye we’re al-
ready approaching the 14,000rpm red 
line and I throw in another gear. The 
acceleration is, frankly, indescribable. 
How can a bike accelerate so quickly 
without taking off or breaking? I 
struggle to pull my right foot onto 
the peg and grab fourth gear as the 
front wheel surfs the asphalt. I’ve 
just enough time to get secure, chin 
on the tank, arse up against the seat 
hump and take my first intake of 
air. We’re in the zone, time for the 
big girl to go supersonic, ‘permis-
sion to buzz the tower’. 

Determined to eke out every last 
drop of power and get the super-
charger sucking in as much air as 
possible, I momentarily hit the rev 
limiter. Into fifth gear and I fly past 
the makeshift paddock and camera 
we’ve positioned in the middle of the 
runway. I’m focusing on the end of 
the runway, looking for my braking 
point. Into top gear now and still it’s 
pulling hard. I’ve not had time to look 
at the speed, so I glimpse at the digital 
display. The number starts with a two. 
Bloody hell: we’ve broken 200mph 
and still going. 

We’re confident the H2R is going to 
break 200mph; after that we’re into 
the unknown.

We speed tested the road-going 
Kawasaki H2 just a few weeks ago and 
it kicked sand in the face of the Suzuki’s 
Hayabusa, smoking it to 180mph while 
becoming the fastest-accelerating bike 
we have ever tested at MCN. Normal 
production bikes are restricted to a 
manufacturers’ agreement of 300kph 
(186mph) but Kawasaki has thrown 
the rulebook in the bin with the H2R; 
they say there are no speed limits or 
restrictors. The only limiting factor is 
the size of the rider’s coconuts.

As MCN tester and datalogging spe-
cialist Bruce Dunn unloads the carbon 
H2R from the van, the atmosphere 
is tense. I can’t help feeling a bit Top 
Gun, either, especially with military 
personnel watching our every move. 
Everyone knows we’re about to do 
something special, and that if things 
go wrong I’m not going to get away 
with the odd bump and scrape. It’s 
the same crazy mix of excitement and 
worry that I feel at the start of the TT. 
It sits deep in my gut. 

As I jump into the van to get changed, 
Bruce prepares the beast. The slicks 
have been brought up to temperature 
on warmers, just enough 108-octane 
race fuel is poured into the tank, every-
thing is checked and double-checked.

The H2R is scary-looking, even on 
paddock stands and in tyre warm-
ers. Those immaculate carbon wings 
aren’t just for show; they’re to keep the 
bike on the ground at high speeds and 
maintain stability. 

As Bruce thumbs the starter, the 
engine barks into life. The straight-
through titanium megaphone exhaust 
has no discernible silencing and I nearly 
jump out my skin. Bruce starts the 
warm up procedure, which requires 
65-degrees or more before we start 
testing. As he blips the throttle, shock 
waves bounce around the airfield. 

I throw a leg over the H2R’s wide seat, 
and click my visor tightly shut. I’m 
ready. The RAF crew radio the control 
tower to make sure the active runway 
is free. Photographers get into position, 
and I can feel my pulse beginning to 
race. I’m given the all clear and taxi 
to the start of the runway. 

I give the beast a few pokes to de-
termine how angry it is. The answer 
is very angry. The front wheel wants 
to snatch skywards in first, second, 



Stunning ninja star wheels Steering damper is essential; you really wouldn’t want a slapper at 205mph! Racing tail piece is designed to help stop the rider flying off the back

‘It was never our 
goal to make a 

one-dimensional 
vehicle’
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Performance 
in perspective

It takes a Suzuki Hayabusa over 22 seconds to get to 180mph. In 16.65s, the time it takes a Kawasaki H2R to reach 200mph, the Suzuki will only be doing 165mph. If you throw a sportsbike into the mix, a 2014 Aprilia RSV4 would reach just 150mph in the 
same time.

Kawasaki’s Director R&D 

Department, Kawasaki Motors 

Europe – Takashi Eguchi –  

told MCN: “Kawasaki is proud 

of the Ninja H2 and Ninja H2R 

project and pleased that there 

has been such a universally 

positive reaction to these 

innovative motorcycles. 

“For Ninja H2R we set an 

ambitious target, a machine 

with over 300 horsepower at the 

crankshaft using normal pump 

gasoline as fuel. We added to this, 

advanced rider aids, state-of-

the-art engineering and ground-

breaking styling.

“Now that the first customers 

are receiving their Ninja H2 and 

Ninja H2Rs, the performance 

expectation is naturally high. 

“We targeted the Ninja H2R as 

H2R top speed 
Kawasaki say

the world’s fastest-accelerating 

production motorcycle and, 

thanks to MCN, we now have 

independent evidence of its 

performance from stationary to 

maximum speed in controlled 

conditions. Of course people will 

say “can we expect even more 

speed?” because it is such a 

powerful machine. It was never 

our goal to make some kind of 

one-dimensional vehicle only able 

to deliver a single riding element.

“Instead we have created a 

motorcycle that combines the 

unique talents of four divisions 

of Kawasaki Heavy Industries 

and that moves motorcycle 

engineering a significant step 

forward. In essence, the Ninja 

H2R represents the true 

Kawasaki engineering and 

performance spirit.”
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I give the speedo another look. It 
reads 220mph, and yes, we’re still 
pulling hard. Suddenly there’s a small 
misfire like we’re hitting a rev limiter. 
I tuck in a little more, arch my back 
and push my arse backwards against 
the seat hump with 223mph now on 
the speedo. My brake marker flies 
past in a blur. 

I start to brake, relying on the ABS 
and the awesome stopping power of the 
Brembo radial calipers. I stay tucked 
in as the speed reduces, reasoning 
that popping up from the behind the 
screen at 200mph plus might just snap 
my neck in two.

I’m bouncing up and down on the
seat on the slow, 100mph ride back to
our makeshift paddock. That was epic;
pure and brilliant insanity.

Reading the data
Bruce immediately plugs his laptop into
the 2D datalogger and reveals the true
top speed. It is 205.7mph, making the
Kawasaki H2R the fastest production
bike MCN has ever tested. There are
smiles around the paddock, but deep
down I was expecting more, closer to
220mph or even more, so I try again.

In fact we attempt several more runs
but each time the H2R gets to around
205mph it can go no faster. It seems
the bike is geared to this maximum
speed, and if I try to push on a misfire
that feels like a speed limiter kicks in.
Then, suddenly, it’s all over. A routine
check of the bike reveals that the rear
Bridgestone V01 racing slick has badly
blistered. The tyre is finished and so is
our fun.

Acceleration: the brutal and brilliant facts
Think the H2R’s top speed is good? Check out its acceleration...

The fastest race bikes

MotoGP Marc Marquez (Honda) 217.79mph

World Superbike Tom Sykes (Kawasaki) 210.9mph

North West 200: Martin Jessopp (Ducati) 208mph

Isle of Man: Bruce Anstey (Suzuki) 206mph (unofficial)

Kawasaki H2R 205.7mph

Where does the H2R sit it in the pantheon of very fast bikes?

Kawasaki claim 326bhp, but MCN’s test

bike made 249bhp. The 77bhp can, in part, 

be explained by the fact that our runs were 

done without ram air effect. We identified a 

significant increase in fuel being dumped into 

the bores at close to peak power on the dyno, 

which we have been assured is not a planned 

action programmed into the ECU’s fuel map. 

So how is this happening? The implication is 

that the ECU is detecting the relative lack of 

airflow compared to engine and rear-wheel 

speed, and is getting confused. Temperature 

is also likely to be a key consideration, as 

the radiators struggle without 200mph of 

cooling air, and the ECU tries to compensate. 

The H2R can suck 200 litres of air per second 

at peak – up to 10 times the capacity of a 

normal 1000cc bike. The biggest factor 

though is that Kawasaki achieved 326bhp in 

laboratory conditions with an engine on a test 

bench, being fed air, fuel and water in perfect 

measure. Their figure is also measured at the 

crank, not at the wheel, which will account 

for around 15-20% of the discrepancy in 

frictional power-train losses.

Where did all that 
horsepower go?

2010
BMW S1000RR

MPH

190.1

2014
Suzuki Hayabusa

(Derestricted)

MPH

200.1

2009
MV F4 312

MPH

194.0

2015
Kawasaki H2R

MPH

205.7

MCN tested production bikes
The H2R is easily the fastest bike you can buy in a showroom

‘Unfinished business’
MCN has never ridden a 

production bike as fast or as 

exciting as the H2R, but we were 

expecting a higher top speed 

and, given Kawasaki’s claims, 

a lot more horsepower. We 

weren’t, however, expecting the 

rear Bridgestone slick to blister 

terminally on just its eleventh 

run. The confirmation comes 

from Kawasaki days later that 

we were, indeed, maxed out. At 

14,000rpm on standard gearing, 

in close to ideal conditions, they’d 

expect us to hit something close 

to a genuine 205mph.

Like us, Kawasaki say they have

seen over 220mph registered

on the clock but cite the –

completely normal – speedo

inaccuracy for the discrepancy

between speedo and recorded

top speeds.

The H2R’s acceleration is,

without doubt, incredible (see

right), and the bike feels totally

stable at 200mph and gets to that

speed with ease. Which all makes

us feel like there’s unfinished

business here. We feel sure the

H2R can do even better than

205mph. Watch this space.

ADAM CHILD
MCN SENIOR ROAD TESTER

VERDI

13.14s

 0-180mph  0-200mph

In a distance of 936 metresIn a distance of 631 metres

16.65s

It’s still the fastest 

bike we’ve ever tested, 

but there’s more to 

come from the H2R

H2R’s slicks aren’t approved

for straightlining

The blistering of the rear

V01 slick, which caused

our test to be abandoned

after just 18 miles, was due

to the focussed build up of

heat caused by continuous

straightline acceleration.

Bridgestone pointed MCN

to the section of the H2R

owners’ manual that states:

“The standard tyres are

designed exclusively for use

on a closed course. These

speciality tyres are not

designed for banked oval or

partial banked oval use.”

H2R owners looking to

run their bikes at straightline

days should monitor their

rear tyre between runs, or

seek an alternative designed

for straightlining, rather than

normal circuit use.

BRIDGESTONE
SAY...

Fairing is 

designed 

to slice the 

the air
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 N°1 for Mileage according to an independent test of Motorrad TestCenter comparing Pirelli Angel GT with Michelin Pilot 
Road 3, Dunlop Sportmax Roadsmart II, Bridgestone Battlax BT 023, Continental RoadAttack 2 and Metzeler Roadtec Z8 Interact M/O on 
120/70 ZR17 and 180/55 ZR17 set. The test took place in Spain, Marbella in November and December 2012, using six Suzuki Bandit 1250 ABS.

FREE MCE BSB TICKET OFFER. Enjoy a free 3-day BSB ticket 
for selected 2015 rounds or equivalent cash value* direct 
from us. Simply buy a pair of Pirelli Angel GT motorcycle 
tyres from any UK dealer. See terms & conditions and fi ll in 
your claim form at pirelli.co.uk/moto.
*Cash value is £34 for advanced purchased tickets.

CLAIM A

FREE 3-Day
BSB TICKET

OR CASH
EQUIVALENT VALUE

pirelli.co.uk/moto 
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TO WATCH 
THIS YEAR’S TT

GREAT
PLACES10

Y
ou’re sat on a grass-topped 
wall at Gorse Lea with a mug 
of tea in one hand, and a tray 
of cakes at your elbow. Quiet 
chatter ripples along the line 

of fans stretching back to the barn 80 
yards away. A blackbird cheeps from a 
nearby tree, while a distant radio mut-
ters half-remembered names: Braddan, 
Union Mills, Crosby.

And then, imperceptibly, the radio 
burble morphs to real. Real loud. Sud-
denly a bike smashes the air in front of 
you apart. Four feet away, wobbling 
violently at 165mph, it slams onto its 

side for a sixth-gear, knee-down right,
and is gone. OK, the TT makes other 
sports look like tiddlywinks, but am I 
watching from the best place?  

Relax. The best place to watch is: 
wherever you are. At the TT, the spec-
tating experience is the people you’re 
with, the drama of the race, the mun-
chies you’ve brought with you. That 
said, there are some classic spots you 
should know about. I’ve whittled it 
down to 10 with the help of veteran 
TT photographer Dave Collister. And 
meanwhile, if you’re lucky enough to 
be at Gorse Lea during one of this year’s 
Superbike races, you probably are in 
the best place – not just in the Isle of 
Man, but in the whole world.

Conker Trees,
Lezayre
Made rightly famous by

North One’s TV coverage:

a big lean in fifth (on

a Superbike) which is

also a wheelie. Simply

incredible. You’re stuck here for the

duration but who cares? Inside is best

for action and refreshments/toilets.

How to get there: Turn right either

before or after the Silly Moos

Campsite on the left. There’s good

parking in the field below the church.

1
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By Rupert Paul

EDITOR OF MCN SPORT

Want to see 170mph knee-down? Read on to fi nd your perfect perch
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3
Gorse Lea 
For me, the best place on the course: home-

made cakes, mugs of tea (proceeds to the Rob 

Vine fund), ample parking and wonderful Manx 

hospitality from the family who own the wall 

you sit on. You want to see 170mph knee-down 

in top? Come here. Early. 

How to get there: An easily missed right off 

the course at the top of Greeba village. Or left 

at Ballacraine traffic lights, first left again and 

follow your nose.  

Bray Hill 
If you ride off the ferry mid-race, Bray Hill 

is the obvious place to watch. Anywhere 

is worth it, from the 170mph bounce at 

the top of St Ninian’s (Ballaquayle Road) 

to the bellypan-crunching bottom (Stoney 

Road). Or enquire about a place in one of 

the small grandstands down the hill.  

How to get there: Up from the ferry 

terminal, left after the Marina and find 

Somerset Road.

2
DAYS TO GO

ISLE OF MANTT COUNTDOWN

1 0



Ginger Hall Hotel
The ideal place for

a day-long beer

session to a backdrop

of bike racing. Or

stay sober, watch

the bikes tear up

from Sulby Bridge and bank left on one

race, then take the back road to Sulby

crossroads or up the Tholt-e-Will Road

to the Bungalow for the next.

How to get there: turn off after the

Sulby Straight and park in Yn Claddach.

6

7
Cronk y Voddy 
A flat-in-top straight where 

the front wheel skips from 

crest to crest while you sit 

on the bank in the sunshine. 

There’s good parking in the 

field on the outside of the 

course. Find a high vantage point to get the full 

effect, and to spare your neck muscles as you 

try to track the bikes passing at 180mph.

How to get there: Turn left off the course in 

Cronk y Voddy village. After the racing, nip to 

Peel for an ice cream while the roads re-open.    

Railway Hotel, 
Union Mills 
The bikes are through in a 

flash on full right lean but 

the garden of the Railway 

Hotel is a perfect spot to 

spend an afternoon: food, 

beer and benches, plus the option to nip to 

Douglas (20 minutes) or the airport during 

a race via the adjoining lane which is called 

Lhergy Cripperty. Seriously. 

How to get there: The first real corner on the 

course after Braddan. Just turn left at the pub.  

Kate’s Cottage 
You can walk up 

to Kate’s from the 

Creg if you’re feeling 

energetic. It’s a 

pivotal point on the 

course where riders 

begin the descent from the relatively 

empty Mountain section and return to 

the more heavily populated lowland.

How to get there: Leave Douglas 

travelling north and take the A18 for 

about three miles. 

Also consider these spots

Isle of man
TT course

‘A bike smashes the 
air in front of you 

apart. Four feet away, 
wobbling at 165mph’

GLEN HELEN A twisting, tree-lined 

section. Choose the two fast lefts after 

the Black Dub or walk through the fields 

to the bend by the pub, where you watch 

from a bank behind the commentary box. 

CREG NY BAA OK, it’s famous and 

crowded but there’s a back road to 

Douglas, and seeing the riders make it 

over the mountain is strangely touching, 

especially on the last lap. And you can

always slog up the hill to Kate’s Cottage 

for a view few bother to see. 

THE BUNGALOW Manx weather being 

what it is, the Bungalow is usually the 

best Mountain section to watch at. 

There’s masses of room and even a 

footbridge to get to the eastern side. You 

can walk up to Brandywell – or escape the 

fog and rain (perhaps) by nipping down to 

Sulby crossroads on the lowland section. 

GINGER HALL HOTEL

LEZAYRE

QUARRY BENDS

UNION MILLS

GOOSE NECK

BUNGALOW

KATE’S COTTAGE

BRAY H

START / 

FINISH

CRONK Y VODDY

GORSE LEA

BARREGARROW
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The Gooseneck 

One of the TT’s classic corners, dripping 

with atmosphere. A short walk to the 

preceding left brings the bikes almost into 

licking distance. Or walk up the hill and be 

entirely alone as you hike to Guthrie’s. 

How to get there: Left immediately after 

the Gooseneck, above Ramsey. Parking is 

tricky.   

Barregarrow (Oh Lordy!) 

If the Barregarrow top wheelies 

(around the crossroads) are scary to 

watch then the 140mph suspension-

crushing bottom is utterly terrifying.

You can reach both vantage points on

foot using the track on the inside fields.

How to get there: Turn off the course

at Barregarrow crossroads, park up

and find a spot.

Ginger Hall could be

the only pub in the

world where you can

watch live bike racing

as you order your pint

The pictures in this feature

come from Dave Collister’s

superb new book Shutter

Speed 2, which features his

best TT and Billown pictures,

and comments from many of

the riders. It’s on special offer

to MCN readers until June 30

– just £14.50 plus p&p. Order

from lilypublications.co.uk

using the code MCNSS2. Or

phone 01624 898446.

8
Quarry Bends 

A superfast right/

left/right/left/right 

with several viewing 

options. Try standing 

by the otter sign for a 

masterclass in high 

speed cornering. But bring your own 

food and drink: you’ll be stuck there 

until the roads open. 

How to get there: Turn off the course 

at Curragh’s Wildlife Park, a mile after 

the famous Ballaugh humpback bridge.

Buy Shutter 
Speed 2
at a special price of £14.50

Collister's book is a must for TT fans

#MCNwednesday
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Suzuki’s new GSX-S1000 enters a world already crowded with naked

temptations. But is it the stripped-down superbike Suzuki claim?

STRIP CLU

T
here’salotridingontheSuzuki
GSX-S1000. In this case, lit-
erally: it’s Dave Smith, MCN’s
guest tester, and he’s 6ft 2in.
“Wow, it looks tiny!” he ex-
claims, as he claps eyes on the

GSX-S for the first time.
Size matters, because it’s the bike

Dave will be sitting on for the next
few hours as we make our way from
Peterborough to Cheddar Gorge in
Somerset, putting the GSX-S, Z1000
and Super Duke R through 500 miles
of motorways, A-roads and back-lane
Bs. The new GSX-S boasts loudly about
its GSX-R1000 K5 underpinnings, so
what is it: naked superbike, or naked
brawler? Hopefully benchmarking it

between the best of each in class will
provide the answer.

Dave’s concern about the Suzuki’s
size is because it looks the smaller bike,
parked next to the Z1000 and Super
Duke, but as he wrestles a tailpack onto
the GSX-S’s shorty rear end and then
climbs on, it turns out there’s plenty of
room for a bloke and luggage.

At standstill, the Suzuki is under-
stated compared to the other two. The
Kawasaki is the king of bling with its
glam rock glittering green paint, Z logos
embossed in the seat cover, factory ac-
cessory twin Akrapovic cans, bonkers
crash bungs and whacky styling. Its
droopy headlight nose cone arcs up in
a great swoosh of green. Meanwhile the
orange and black KTM Super Duke is
tall, skinny and punchy; a lean, mean
back street brawler looking for a fight.

But the GSX-S looks ordinary, devoid
of visual highlights.

“It doesn’t get my pulse racing,” says
Jimmy, frowning, although it’s one
of those bikes that looks better when
there’s someone on it.

But the Suzuki’s detailing is average
too. “Whatever you make of the Z1000’s
Rocky Horror Picture Show styling, at
least Kawasaki are making an effort,”
Dave says. From the rear brake master
cylinder mounted on the pillion peg,
to the Kawasaki-stamped rubber ca-
ble and wiring guides on the bars, the
bevelled clutch and brake levers, the
hose shrouds and the Kawasaki tank
badges – the Zed stays just the right side
of looking too complicated, and has a lot
of thought put into little things. Even
its mirrors, which are a pain to adjust,
are quality die-cast items. The KTM is

also nicely bolted together. 
There’s no easy way to say it: Suzuki’s 

GSX-S looks built to a price (which it 
isn’t, because it costs the same as the 
Z1000). The brake and clutch levers are 
the same items Suzuki have used since 
the 1990s. The paint and plastics look 
cheap. The discs and disc carriers are 
mid-90s too. And it’s all a bit too lit-
tle, too late. “If they’d released this in 
2005, as a modern replacement for the 
Bandit 1200, that would’ve been more 
like it,” says Dave. 

We take off, heading out on A-roads 
and dual carriageways. I try the Z1000, 
the fourth version of the Kawasaki, 
and the most powerful. Its ex-ZX-9R 
motor, enlarged to 1043cc with longer 
stroke, makes a claimed 140bhp and is 
short-geared, punching out its charg-

GUEST TESTER

Continued over
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The mission
A big sportsbike engine in a naked

chassis isn’t exactly a new idea

but the world is now full of naked

sportsbikes filling every niche, so

where does Suzuki’s new

GSX-S1000 fit in?

The riders
Simon Hargreaves

Guest road tester

Age 47 Height 6ft 

CV Been riding na-

keds since before the 

term was invented

Jimmy Doherty

Guest Road Tester

Age 37 Height 5ft 8in

CV Ex-club racer 

James currently 

owns a VFR800

Dave Smith

Guest Road Tester

Age 44 Height 6ft 2in

CV RAF Chief Techni-

cian, Suzuki fan and 

ex-GSX-R owner

The bikes

Suzuki GSX-S1000 ABS, £9499

De-tuned GSX-R1000 K5 engine 

meets GSX-R-derived frame and 

swingarm. Includes adjustable 

traction control and ABS 

Kawasaki Z1000, £9499

Now in its fourth generation, the 

Z1000 mixes off-the-wall styling 

with an inline four lump that can 

trace its roots back to 1998’s ZX-9R

KTM 1290 Super Duke R ABS, 

£13,999

Nicknamed ‘The Beast’ by KTM, 

the Super Duke is KTM’s largest 

and most powerful 75° V-twin 

#MCNwednesday
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ing, inline-four performance in a series
of rapid gearshifts. All that footwork
can be tiresome, but for me it delivers
toe-to-toe, instant acceleration for
blasting through traffic, bars wag-
gling, the way a big naked bike should.

The downside is that in top gear it’s
revving a little too hard, with 6000rpm
at 80mph feeding a finger-deadening
blur of vibes through the bars. But the
riding position sits you low in the bike,
and the shorty screen just tips enough
wind away to make the bike easily
tourable at motorway speeds.

There are no electronics on the Kwak;
ABS is an optional extra, but there’s
no traction control or riding modes. 
What it has got is a strange tacho. Up 
to 3000rpm it’s shown by LCD bars 
on the left side of the screen, then 
4000rpm is continued across the top 
on a separate display of bright white 
LEDs. Odd. But not as odd as not being 
able see the clocks on the move – they’re 
not in line-of-sight, so you have to dip 
your head to see how fast you’re going. 

And there’s no gear position indicator;
fine if you keep count, otherwise the 
short gearing means you’ll constantly 
be looking to hook a gear above sixth. 

We stop for fuel. Jimmy, on the KTM, 
is enjoying a broad spread of power 
from the 1301cc 75° V-twin. But it’s not 
what he expected: “After the talk from 
KTM of it being ‘The Beast’, it turns 
out it’s not intimidating in the least. 
Loads of power and blisteringly fast 

when you turn it on, but also sweet-
natured when you’re not asking it to 
perform. If you forget about the hype, 
it has a great balance of performance 
and character. It’s got classic V-twin 
vibes low down – but it hasn’t got the 
engine braking you usually get with a 
V-twin. Close the throttle, and it feels 
like it’s still fuelling a bit. It might be 
because KTM are taking out any chance 
of a snatchy throttle with their engine 
management.”

Which there’s plenty of – the 1290 
has traction control, ABS and three 
engine modes with varying degrees of 
performance and throttle response, all 
accessed on the move via simple-but 
-tacky switchgear and menus. 

Meanwhile Dave, on the GSX-S, is 
unimpressed: “Honestly? I feel empty. 
I loved my GSX-R1000 K6; rode every-
where, did the Isle of Man, went tour-
ing, everything. But Suzuki haven’t 
done anything for so long I gave up 
waiting and bought a KTM 990SMT. 
Then I read about the GSX-S having Cool can and eccentric chain adjusters Cartoonish aggression from the Zed

Revs show up as a series of bright white LEDS – the clocks aren’t to everyone’s taste

Radial Brembos add a touch of class It’s ok but the styling’s nothing special

WP suspension offers top-notch handling Distinctive and aggressive styling

KTM

SUZUKI

KAWASAKI

Up close ‘If you forget about 
the hype, the KTM 

has a great balance 
of performance and 

character’

KTM dub it ‘The Beast’. 

It’s not that beastly but 

it does more than fill the 

brief of being a naked 

sportsbike

Si starts a spot of rock, paper, scissors

SUPER NAKEDS

Like a true super-naked, the KTM gets the full superbike-style electronics package 

Take your pick from four traction control settings. The GSX-S has ABS fitted too
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a K5 engine, and I thought ‘Right, 
they’ve done it now. This is it. This is 
the one I want.’

“But it’s not the naked GSX-R1000 
Suzuki fans have been waiting for. Not 
by any stretch. Maybe they’re market-
ing it wrong. Anyone who was into the 
2000s sportsbike craze who has a go on 
this won’t recognise it.”

Harsh words, but spoken with feel-
ing. I take the Suzuki for the next leg 
of the ride, down to Bath and try to 
ignore preconceptions. 

And it doesn’t do anything wrong. 
The riding position is similar to Zed, 
looking cramped but actually roomy. 
It’s not quite as effective into the wind at 
speed as the Kawasaki, but it’s a natural 
shape and plenty good enough to spend 
a few hours on. The LCD clocks have 
all the usual info, including gear po-
sition indicator. The Suzuki’s average 
fuel economy over a 150-mile stretch 
is 48.3mpg, which is better than the 
44.2mpg Kawasaki and the same as the 
KTM. So the 1290 wins the tank range 

battle courtesy of an extra litre to drink 
from – 18 litres against 17 litres – but all 
three are capable of eking out 150 miles 
(with the Kawasaki on reserve for 20 
of them). That’s pretty good for bikes 
with no aerodynamic considerations.

But the Suzuki’s vaunted K5 mill 
doesn’t live up to the idea it’s a straight 
lift from the seminal 160bhp sportsbike. 
It uses the same cases, cylinder head 
and valve train design, and shares the 
K5’s relatively long-stroke internal 
dimensions. But the GSX-S has lower 
compression, cast pistons, milder cam 
timing, steel valves, aluminium engine 
covers and other minor mods. It also 
has completely different engine man-
agement, and is burdened by a decade’s 
worth of emissions legislation. 

So despite the addition of an air-
box baffle to increase induction noise 
(which it does), and unaided by identi-
cal gearing as the K5 bar one tooth off 
on the rear, the power delivery is not 
only less compelling than a K5, it’s also 
less feisty than either the KTM or the 

Kawasaki. Both of those will happily 
wheelie into next week (if you turn the 
electronics off the KTM), but the Suzuki 
hasn’t got the same get-up-and-go, the 
same startling thump of acceleration. 
Plenty of top end, but above 6000rpm 
on a naked bike you’re already looking 
to hook the next gear. Again, in isolation 
it’s not a bad engine; there’s nothing 
you could point at and complain about. 
Even the snatchy throttle detected on 
the launch bikes a few weeks ago is, 
thankfully, absent. But there’s also 
little to get excited about. 

The GSX-S does come with four-
stage traction control, including off. 
It’s not a sophisticated gyro system 
and relies on wheel speed sensors, so 
it won’t let you wheelie and have TC 
at the same time. But it’s a start. Our 
bike also has the £500 optional ABS.

We arrive at Cheddar Gorge, a thin 
strip of road snaking between ancient 
cliffs dotted with crows and strange 
goat-like creatures. “They’re called 
goats,” Jimmy points out. Speed isn’t 

the issue here (with a 30mph limit, 
ahem) but handling is. The KTM is eas-
ily the most nimble of the three, with 
classy WP suspension delivering good 
ride quality coupled with tight chassis 
control. It flicks back and forth through 
the canyon, riding the rippled surfaces 
with poise and delivering sports-style 
feedback with a comfortable, tall, spa-
cious riding position. It’s the naked 
bike you’d happily take on a trackday. 

The Kawasaki’s handling is less 
adept. Initially nimble, its short wheel-
base and steep head angle means steer-
ing is dominated by its 190/50 rear tyre; 
although the Zed gets into corners easily 
enough it always wants to drift wide 
on the exit. A better option might be to 
fit a taller 190/55 rear tyre (as per the 
KTM). The Kawasaki’s Showa suspen-
sion is set up for a sporty ride, giving 
great control when pushing on, but 
juddering and pattering over rucked 
tarmac the rest of the time. On the 
motorway it’s a nuisance.

The new Suzuki’s mirrors and switchgear scream ‘budget’ which is a bit of a shame

In this company the 
Z1000 is the king of bling. 

The engine satisfies but 

the handling annoys

SUZUKI GSX-S1000 

Deposit of £3000

36 payments of £97.28

Optional final repayment 

of £4625

KAWASAKI Z1000

Deposit of £3000

36 payments of £92.44

Optional final repayment 

of £4104

KTM 1290 SUPER DUKE R  

Deposit of £3000

36 payments of £186.45

Optional final repayment 

of £6630

I want one, for less
Personal Contract Plans, or PCP, 

are being pushed by all the big 

firms. So what will one of these 

bikes cost you?

Continued over
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‘KTM has the
charisma’
We set out wondering where

Suzuki’s GSX-S1000 fits in a

market full of litre naked bikes.

The answer is at the bottom – it’s 

the entry-level, price-conscious

all-rounder. It has no major flaws; 

in fact it has no minor flaws either. 

It’s competent, versatile, relatively 

well-equipped with electronics

extras, but in a market where

image and charisma matter, it has 

no outstanding features. It’s not

the naked K5 Suzuki, or anyone

else, wants it to be. And, love it or 

hate it, at least the Z1000 is trying 

to be different, pushing the boat

out with its full-on Manga styling 

and fanatical attention to detail.

Meanwhile the Super Duke shows 

what you get when you start upping 

the cost: quality suspension, all

the charisma you can want, and

strikingly superior engine and

chassis performance.

SIMON HARGREAVES
GUEST TESTER

VERDICT

The Suzuki’s handling is com-
pletely neutral; steering is natural, 
suspension is good but not inspired, 
and feedback completely above av-
erage – yet not outstanding. It is, 
like everything else about the bike, 
utterly competent without being either 
annoying or remarkable. 

But after a day of riding on differ-
ent kinds of roads, ex-GSX-R owner 
Dave is coming round to the Suzuki. 
“The more I’ve ridden it, the more I’ve 
enjoyed it. You can hoon around on it 
yet it’s comfortable for longer runs – so 
you could say it’s an all-rounder. The 

looks are growing on me, too.
“I’d take the KTM ahead of it

though,” says Dave. “The Suzuki has 
grown on me and I see it as a cheap, 
naked, all-rounder. It’s not the na-
ked K5 Suzuki promised, which is 
a shame. But it’s nice, civilised, but 
very ordinary. Obviously the KTM is 
much more expensive, and so much 
better that it’s in a different league. 
It’s what Suzuki say the GSX-S is (but 
isn’t) – a sportsbike with no fairing. 
The Kawasaki is too much, visually, 
for me but you can imagine someone 
being captivated by the looks, which 

you can’t imagine with the Suzuki.”
Jimmy also has the KTM in front: 

“It’s head and shoulders better. But 
the Suzuki is a closer second than I 
expected. It’s an easy bike to get on 
with, it’s low and planted, neutral 

handling – but I just don’t care about
it. But the Zed annoys me with choppy
suspension and understeer.”

For me, the KTM is let down only
by high-speed wind protection; it’s
superior in every other department.
The engine is hugely entertaining,
the electronics are welcome and the
chassis is top class. And it all should
be too – it costs £13,999 against the
£9499 ABS-equipped GSX-S and the
non-ABS Z1000 at the same price. Of
the two Japanese bikes, for me the
Zed feels special, if garish, while the
Suzuki is nice, but unremarkable.

‘The Suzuki has 
grown on me and 
I see it as a cheap, 

naked, all-rounder’

Engine 1301cc water-cooled, dohc,

8v 75° V-twin

Power 180bhp @ 8870rpm

Torque 106ftlb @ 6500rpm

Frame Steel tube trellis

Seat height 835mm

Tank size 18 litres

Front suspension 48mm usd WP,

fully adjustable

Rear suspension WP monoshock,

fully adjustable

Brakes 2 x 320mm discs, radial

four-piston Brembo calipers

(front), 240mm petal disc, 2-piston

Brembo caliper (rear)

Kerb weight 209kg

Rider aids Three engine modes

with variable traction control, ABS

1
st

KTM 1290 SUPER DUKE R, £13,999

Engine 1043cc water-cooled, dohc,

16v inline four

Power 140bhp @ 10,000rpm

Torque 82ftlb @ 7300rpm

Frame Aluminium twin-tube

Seat height 815mm

Tank size 17 litres

Front suspension 43mm usd

Showa, fully adjustable

Rear suspension Monoshock,

adjustable preload and rebound

damping

Brakes 2 x 310mm petal discs,

radial four-piston calipers

(front), 250mm petal disc, single-

piston caliper (rear)

Kerb weight 220kg

Rider aids none

KAWASAKI Z1000, £9499

Engine 999cc, water-cooled, dohc,

16v inline four

Power  145.6bhp @ 10,000rpm

Torque  78ftlb @ 9500rpm

Frame  Aluminium twin spar

Seat height  815mm

Tank size  17 litres

Front suspension  43mm usd KYB, 

fully adjustable

Rear suspension  Monoshock, 

adjustable preload and rebound 

Brakes  2 x 310mm discs, radial 

four-piston Brembo calipers 

(front), 250mm disc, 2-piston 

Nissin caliper (rear)

Kerb weight  209kg

Rider aids  Four traction control 

modes (inc. off), ABS

SUZUKI GSX-S1000 ABS, £9499

2
nd

3
rd

On its own the Suzuki 

is a nice bike, but it 

lacks the charisma 

of its naked rivals

The KTM rocks, but it’ll cost you

THE DETAIL
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DONINGTON PARK WSB REA, HASLAM AND SYKES GO FOR GLORY

OBMW F800GS
O BMW R1200GS Adventure
O CCM GP450 Adventure
O Honda CRF250L
O KTM 690 Enduro R
O KTM 1190 Adventure R

ADVENTURE
TEST

16-PAGE SPECIAL

12 bikes tackle twisty

roads & muddy puddles
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01 numbers per minute are (approximate) 2p to 10p. Cost from mobiles per minute (approximate) 10p to 40p. Costs vary depending on the geographical location in the UK. You may get free calls to some numbers as part of your call package – please check with your phone provider. Calls may be monitored or recorded for training purposes.

Visit: www.greatmagazines.co.uk/mcn or call *01858 438 884 and quote DBAA
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1 year Credit/Debit card £93 

OFFER 3 

PRINT & IPAD 
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1 year

Credit/Debit card £103
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Get an Aqua 
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O�Suzuki V-Strom 650 XT Adventure 
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O�Yamaha XT1200ZE Super Tenere  
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Perhaps Harris’ big-

gest hit, the Magnum 

2 gave British riders 

a taste of how bikes 

should handle 

‘WE THOUGHT: BUGGER THIS, 
WE CAN DO A BETTER JOB’
As the dust settles on Royal
Enfield’s shock purchase of Harris
Performance, Steve Harris looks
back on over 40 years of ground-
breaking engineering highs
See page 4 for full Enfield Story

HEADOFCONTENT

Steve and Lester Harris are the fathers of British chassis design 

HARRIS PERFORMANCE 

From cutting-edge Moto2 chassis to 
beautiful rebooted F1 classics, Harris 
frames have won thousands of races 
and influenced the way we think about 
handling. Most impressively of all, the 
Hertford factory has, for over 40 years, 
made every bike that’s passed through 
its workshops stop, turn and go better 
than it did before. “It doesn’t matter if 
it’s a local lad’s LC or a grand prix team, 
that’s what we’ve always tried to do,” 
says founding partner Steve Harris. 
These are the bikes that have come to 
define this remarkable company.



Harris Magnum, 19 8
“We started the business thinking it 
would give us more time to go racing, 
because racing has always been what 
we’ve loved doing. But we were soon 
swamped by work from local racers 
like Steve Parrish wanting things like 
single-shock conversions for their dual 
shock Yamaha TZs. The first proper 
race bike we did was the Magnum. 
I can’t remember why we called it 
Magnum, only that at that time you 
didn’t call your bikes XYZ750s, you 
gave them names.

“We built the Magnum with endur-
ance racing in mind. The perimeter 
frame design was regarded as avant-
garde in those days because it gave 
great access to the carbs and you could 
drop the engine with just three bolts. 
Reliability wasn’t what it is now so 
removing an engine at the Bol d’Or 
wasn’t a big deal, within 20 minutes 
you’d be back on track. 

“People started turning up at the 
factory to buy a Magnum frame before 
coming back and asking if we could add 
a sidestand or dual seat. So we thought: 
bugger this, we can do a better job, let’s 
make the Magnum 2 – the road bike.”

Terry Rymer in action

on the Harris-framed

Padgett’s YZR500
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Continued over

Harris Magnum 2,
1982 to present
“The Magnum 2 was a decent go at put-
ting a race bike on the road, style-wise,
while making sure it had no rough
edges. We got Jan Felstrom of Target
Design who’d just styled the Suzuki
Katanas to design it while I made the
frame with Lester – we only had five
people working here at the time so
there was a lot to do.

“This was in the days before the
Japanese factories built good sports-
bikes. We’ve built in excess of 1500
Magnum 1s and 2s to date.”

Harris-Yamaha
YZR500, 1991
“We were fortunate enough to get
involved when the 500GP class was
having a hard time with depleted grids.
Yamaha looked to address the issue
by licensing selected chassis build-
ers to build bikes for privateer teams
using leased engines. After count-
less meetings with myself and Kenny
Roberts they decided to go with Serge
Rosset’s ROC organisation in France and
Harris. Kenny said: ‘I’m out of this, they

don’t want me in it. Go for it boys!’ We
were ecstatic. 

“We started off thinking we’d just 
be a constructor and simply supplied 
chassis to Padgett’s, our engine part-
ner. Clive Padgett and I were away 
every other week at a GP or test but it 
became obvious that we might as well 
have our own team. 

“We approached Shell and with a bit 
of help from mates like Barry Sheene 
we got a young team together. We took 
on Sean Emmett, who had a check-
ered career but was an amenable and 
capable rider. The privateer teams all 
competed with one another but when 
the race ended we knew how to party. 
It’s all got a bit serious now; in fact I 
think it’s written into your contract 
that you can’t smile too much.” 

Harris Sound of Singles 
racer, 1992
“Single cylinder racing was quite big 
in the 1990s and we won several cham-
pionships and the Singles TT with a 
Suzuki DR-engined bike. It was an 
engineers’ class and all about the chas-
sis - they were stunning little bikes. 

“All the major chassis manufactur-
ers like Tigcraft and Spondon were 
involved and it showcased talents 
like the late Dave Morris, who was not 
only an intuitive engineer but a great 
rider. He basically manufactured those 
BMW-based Chrysalis Racing 650s in 
his back garden.” 

‘The privateer teams 
all competed against 
each other but when 

the race ended we 
knew how to party’

Japanese power in a 

chassis that actually 
handled, that was the 
beauty of the Magnum 2
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Harris Suzuki XR45 GP
racer, 1984
“We only built half-a-dozen of these
but it was important to Harris – one
of the best things we could have done
without knowing it at the time...

“Barry Sheene would phone us up
after each GP to tell us how happy he
was with it. He did us a lot of good
as a company. It could have gone
the other way of course – he could
have hated it [Sheene commissioned
Harris to build a highly adjustable
frame for his underpowered RG].

We found him a good bloke to work
for. He used to land his helicopter by
the factory to collect spares and was
just good fun. He went out of his way
to make sure that we got publicity.”

Outclassed in the engine 

department, Harris 

chassis helped Sheene 

battle to the bitter end

Privateer Sheene had the Harris touch

MCN’s Tim Thompson helped Harris get
the F1 revival started at the Classic Bol

‘Sheene would call 
us after each GP to 
tell us how happy 

he was with it’

Harris F1 endurance
racer, 2005
“I’d never even heard of the Classic Bol
d’Or, the endurance event for pre-1980
bikes, before Tim Thompson (then edi-
tor of Performance Bikes) suggested we
entered it. This was right at the begin-
ning of the classic boom, and you could
feel that wave of nostalgia building.

“They wanted to race a Magnum
chassis but I thought we’d go for a
Formula One bike we first built in 1981.
It was like a two-wheel NASCAR racer,
a real brute. I had to rejig it because I
didn’t have the centrepiece of the jig
but we did have all the old bodywork
moulds. We borrowed a Suzuki GS en-
gine and raced it with Phil Read Jr and
Tim. The whole Formula One revival
thing built from there.”

Harris WCM MotoGP
racer, 2003
“It was a CRT bike before CRT bikes
had been thought of in that it used
a production bike-based engine.
WCM team owner Peter Clifford, who
we’d known for donkey’s years, said
he wanted to build his own MotoGP
bike but only had a limited budget.
We recommended using a Yamaha R1
engine, which Peter re-engineered
completely (it had a cassette gearbox
and a four-valve head). Unfortu-
nately, he fell foul of Kawasaki when
the WCM out-qualified them at the
first round in Japan. Kawasaki said

‘we ain’t having this’ and put in a
protest, which was upheld.

“When it got in for 2004 the race
was always between us and Kenny
Robert’s Proton at the back of the
field. It was a pity because the WCM
had a lot of potential.”

Harris Honda Moto2 racer,
2010
“An early pole position indicated that 
it would be brilliant. Unfortunately 
we entered into an agreement with 
the Spanish Promo team who said and 
looked like they had a lot of money, but 
didn’t. They dropped out of GPs and 
went into the Spanish championship, 
where at least we won the constructors’ 
championship and finished second in 
the riders’ championship.  

“The chassis is interesting techni-
cally: we milled the whole frame and 
attached the steering head by a tri-
angulated tubular structure, which 
we passed air through. We can vary 
its rigidity easily, and building the 
frame should theoretically be quicker 
and more accurate with less distortion 
when welding than with a normal 
frame. We learned a lot doing it and we 
ended up with a very nicely developed 
little motorcycle.” 

‘The WCM 
out-qualifi ed 

Kawasaki at the 
fi rst round in Japan’

Rookie GP rider Chris 

Burns and the Harris 

WCM upset a factory 

or two in 2003

Harris rebuilt a 1981 

F1 frame (and jig) 

then borrowed a 

Suzuki GS motor to 

do the Classic Bol

Kenny Noyes gave 

Harris a Moto2 

pole position in 

2010
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Building faith-

ful Honda 6

replicas was

a dream come

true for Harris

Decorite Harris 250, 1983
“Sometimes you do these things and 
they come out nice and sometimes 
they come out very nice. Well, this 
came out beautifully. It was a 250 
Rotax with Panigale-type suspension, 
and we built 28 of them which were 
raced by a number of people at home 
and in the European championship. At 
Oulton Park Honda asked us to bring 
it out of our garage so they could take
some photographs and, flattered, I
obliged. Pretty soon we saw elements
of the Decorite on the Hondas!” 

#MCNwednesday
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Harris goes 
Indian…
In 1972 the Harris brothers, 

and their invaluable third man 

– Steve Bayford – could never 

have dreamt that they would 

one day sell the business to the

Indian giant that owns Royal

Enfield. But that’s exactly what

happened last week.

“I must admit, I was a bit

emotional when we did the deal

– after all, Harris has been my

life for 40 years. It’s the same

for Lester and Steve too,” says

Steve Harris. “But we’ll still be

doing what we love. At 67 I have

to face up to the fact that I can’t

keep working forever so this is a

great deal for us. They [Enfield]

are passionate about what they

do, and we’ll still be here for now

doing what we love.”

■ Enfield takeover, page 4

Honda Six RC174 250/6 
replica, 2004
“We didn’t design it of course but when 
Lester and I were kids we’d go to Brands 
on our bikes to watch Mike Hailwood
decimate the field on his Honda Six.
When George Beale approached us to

build the chassis for his replicas it was
very special. We had an original bike
here at the factory and Honda sent all
the original drawings too. It was just
an extraordinary motorcycle and we
never thought nearly 50 years later
that we’d be building them ourselves.”

A bike commissioned by a decorating 

company and copied by Honda...

It’s business as usual for the Harris 

staff, but under Enfield ownership
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Johnny should 
go all the Rea
There’s no such thing as
being ‘too dominant’
in my book

LETTER OF THE WEEK
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The best rider on 

the best bike, Rea 

deserves his new-

found WSB domination

Nigel Savill, Northolt

Ed: We’d love to see Johnny take the WSB crown at long last but even the man 

himself must want a bit of competition to keep the series exciting and there’s no 

way Tom Sykes is going to roll over

How brilliant to see Jonathan Rea totally dominating 

World Superbikes this season. Some people might 

argue that one rider blitzing the opposition this way 

is boring, but those of us who've followed Rea's 

career and have witnessed season after season 

ruined by injuries brought about by having to over-

ride uncompetitive bikes are delighted that he finally 

seems to have found the bike and team that allows 

him to fully display his awesome talent. Personally, I 

would not be disappointed if he won all the remaining 

races this season.

MCN STAR LETTER
If you’re looking to insure a bike, visit 

MCNcompare.com and you can quickly 

compare prices from 43 top motorcycle 

insurance brands. The writer of the 

best letter each week published in the 

Letters pages will receive a free retro-

design MCN T-shirt courtesy of the 

MCNcompare.com website.

I like trucking

@ Trucks. Pfff. Coaches. Pfff. Car-
avans. Pfff. Cars. Pfff. All said

with a derisory “What do they think
they're doing” attitude. What do all
these have in common?

They all have to share the roads, and
have different needs and handling
characteristics. Andy Calton (MCN,
May 5) might do well to remember
that a lot of truck drivers are indeed
bikers as well. In these situations the
overtaking truck has probably been
creeping up behind the other truck
for miles waiting for the opportunity
to attempt an overtake. Only to finally
make the pass and be subjected to a
wave of abuse from other impatient
road users. If Andy or any other road
user is gaining on slower moving traffic
so fast as to need to brake hard, they
are both travelling too quickly and not
looking far enough ahead.
Darren Playle, email

Oh, cruddy hell
Here we go again, two fine shots 
of the S1000XR (MCN, May 13)

showing that inadequate front crud-
guard. You seem to like it though, as 
its puny dimensions don’t figure in
your ‘dislikes’ bit. Why not give it the 
same 1500-mile test as the BMW R1200 
RS, which must have suffered a visible 
pebble-dashing of those lovely black 
engine cases? But at least there’s noth-
ing very delicate to damage in that
area.
Colin Gray, email

Keep up the pressure

@ Now the election is over, it’s time 
for all motorcyclists to contact

their MPs about motorcycling issues.
Most adverse legislation in the past has 
arisen out of ignorance rather than any 
real antipathy toward motorcycling.
MAG is engaged in a comprehensive
campaign of interaction with the po-
litical community to ensure that the
riders’ voice is heard in Westminster. 
We have made huge strides over the
last year since engaging former MP,

Lembit Opik who has provided the 
motorcycle lobby with a key to the door 
of the Westminster village. We intend 
to build on that effort with the new 
government.
Ian Mutch, MAG president

This thing's Evel
Having seen the Evel Knievel 
Wembley jump, 40 years ago this 

May 26, I thought I would have a go at 
making a replica of the Wembley jump 

Neil Rivers’ stunning Wembley tribute

bike. It may not be the XR750 he used 
but it’s the best I could come up with 
on a limited budget. Its based on a 1972 
XL1000 and I think he would’ve crashed 
even more if he had jumped using one 
of these things! 
Neil Rivers, Oxfordshire

It pays to buy British

@ In 1980 I bought a T140D which 
was just outside of its warranty. 

The fork stanchions were badly scored 
so I called the Triumph factory who 
fitted a new pair for free. 

I still own the same Bonneville but 
am now also the proud owner of a 
57-plate Tiger 1050. When I bought 
this two years ago the ABS warning 
light was permanently illuminated but 
this didn't really bother me too much. 

After the first year of riding this 
otherwise perfect bike, I’d locked both 
wheels riding on gravel covered back 
lanes. I took the bike to a Triumph 
dealer but they couldn’t sort it. But 
after chatting to a friend at MCN Live 
in Skegness this year who told me his 
brother worked for Triumph and he 
would ask to see if they could help. A 
few days later I was forwarded a contact 
who said I could bring the bike to the 
factory for a more thorough inspection. 
Again, the response was positive and 
they fixed it for free.
Dave Finch, email

I was blown away by the Tornado
Great to see Adrian Morton fea-
tured (MCN, May 13). Having 

ridden a Benelli Tornado for three years 
I still miss the admiring glances and 
the frequent conversations about 'What 
are those bloody fans?' sticking out of 
her beautiful, quirky rear-end. I trad-
ed 'Nelly' in for an S1000RR last year 
and have had a triple-sized hole in my 
heart ever since. Bravo Andrew, bravo. 
Mark Laverick, email

A blind panic over lost specs
I am appealing to my fellow bik-
ers. On Monday, May 4 I was at 

Knickerbrook in Oulton Park for the 
BSB races where I left behind my blue 
Berghaus rucksack containing my 
prescription sunglasses, which were 
only a month old. So if anyone found 
them please get in touch.
Mick Chilton, email

READER POLL

Summer is upon us, what are you 

most looking forward to doing?
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My son Charlie Parkes got to meet Milwaukee rider Broc Parkes. Matt Parkes

“I’ll do my speech when I’ve finished!” Mr & Mrs Rothman

Elton and I catching up on important bike news. John Gordon 

My granddaughter Lilac trying the Ducati. John McMillan

Met the Morecambe missile at Belfast Honda. Robin CoulterGetting the bike ready for summer! Charl du Toit

Having a bit of difficulty reading MCN in the sun. Dave Potts

Every week, MCN 

prints the best 

pictures sent in by 

readers or website 

users. You can 

post your pictures 

onto our Facebook 

page or email them 

to mcn.letters@

motorcyclenews.com

We want the full 

array of weird and 

wonderful images 

that reflect your 

biking life. As you 

can see here, we are 

happy to celebrate 

the lighter things from 

the world of biking.
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Guy Martin still has
unfinished business

This should be Guy Martin’s 

best-ever chance to win a TT.

He’s on bikes that have 

already won on the challenging 

Mountain circuit and many of 

his main rivals are either on 

new (unproven) machinery or 

recovering from injuries.

Of course, to win one of the 

elusive TT trophies you need 

luck. And Guy hasn’t had much 

of that at on the Island. He’s had 

the pace, at times, to win but 

he’s never managed to marry 

good fortune and race-winning 

velocity to actually get over 

the line. He’s also had a bit of a 

rollercoaster season so far.

He won the feature race at 

Cookstown, beating arch rival 

Michael Dunlop on the way and 

dominated the Scarborough 

Spring Cup again.

But he’s had a few downs as 

well. He labelled the North 

West ‘boring’ and ‘not for 

me’ and he’s mentioned 

retiring from roads 

racing on several 

occasions. 

He rode the Triumph 

675 he’ll compete 

on at the TT in 

Donington’s 

British 

Supersport 

round and 

finished 

mid-field 

and was due to race in the series 

again at Oulton Park. That never 

happened with the Smiths 

team apologising to fans and 

saying that his no-show was 

‘out of their control’. Meaning it 

was probably in Guy Martin’s 

control. 

Is this a man genuinely 

struggling to cope with fame 

and attention, who really has 

had enough of it all? Is this a 

man downplaying expectation 

in a bid to under-promise and 

over-deliver? Of course, let’s not 

forget that he puts his neck on 

the line every time he launches 

himself down Bray Hill.

No-one should blame anyone 

for calling quits on racing when 

the time comes. It would just 

be such a shame if one of bike 

racing’s most famous names 

has not achieved what he so 

desperately deserves.

I’m sure he’ll still be on the 

telly box – maybe even on Top 

Gear if the rumours are to be 

believed, but he’ll always 

be referred to as the man 

who nearly won a TT and for 

someone who’s done so much 

to raise the profile of the 

sport, who has risked so 

much – that would be 

sad. Let’s hope he wins 

this June and carries 

on racing for a few 

more years yet. 
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‘Quickshifter
can’t cope with
my big feet’
Relph swaps kickstart Enfield for high-tech Honda and
prepares for a summer of long-distance enjoyment

I
t has felt like a very long time 

waiting for my 2015 long-term test 

bike to arrive, which might have 

something to do with the fact I have 

been riding my 1991 Royal Enfield 350 

Bullet each day to work – let’s face it, 

everything takes a long time when you 

only have 18bhp to play with. 

When my very bright and shiny 

Honda VFR800X Crossrunner arrived 

at MCN headquarters I was looking 

forward to almost six times as much 

power as my faithful old single.

First impressions were that 

Honda’s latest makeover for the 

Crossrunner was a vast improvement; 

its predecessor had a small beaked 

duck look – one that had overdone it on 

the birdseed and had a tiny head with 

an enormous body. The new bike has 

definitely lost its ugly duckling traits 

and become a bit of a swan.

My first ride on the Crossrunner was 

going home that evening, and it was 

the polar opposite to my snail’s pace 

ride on the Enfield. After giving myself 

a quick induction course on the finer 

points of the controls, I was ready to 

go and chose the longer of my many 

routes home so I had plenty of time to 

444 miles These were the amount of

miles on the bike when it arrived from

Honda having had the first service

888 miles now exactly double, I have had

so much fun doing the other 444 miles

THE STORY IN MILES

0 0 8 8 80

I went to change up my boot would

hit the gear lever a little prematurely,

cutting the ignition before I was quite

ready to fully engage the next gear.

Quick shifting and VTEC humming

away, the acclimatisation period had

gone right out of the window. Sod it, I

was already enjoying myself too much.

I felt so at home, with just the gear

change to adjust, and to learn to press

the very low-down indicator switch 

rather than the horn, (oops sorry, I 

didn’t mean to beep at you!).

From the big trail bike upright riding 

position and wide handlebars it felt 

really good, taking command of the 

road ahead as I whistled effortlessly 

through the rolling countryside, taking 

in bend after bend. The suspension felt 

good, maybe a tad on the soft side at 

the rear, which means another little 

adjustment for later. 

The front brake felt reassuringly 

powerful, but still had plenty of feel 

about it. I’d not had to apply the brakes 

in anger so far – until I arrived at one of 

my favourite bends on a route I only use 

sporadically. 

Well I thought it was one of my 

favourite bends. It was in fact a similar 

looking one that turned into a tight 

right-hander (I should come this way 

more often). This called for immediate 

action as the field was beckoning. 

Front and rear brakes fully applied, the 

Honda came almost to an immediate 

halt and allowed me to take the corner 

as if nothing had happened. Phew! 

Suitably impressed, I carried on my 

way home… a little more sedately.

acclimatise to the new bike.

The V4 is silky smooth, then at 

around 6500rpm the engine surges 

slightly as the VTEC valve system 

comes in. It’s a bit like a little kick down 

in an automatic car as the exhaust note 

and revs go up almost simultaneously 

as an extra four inlet valves join in. 

As I settled into my new riding 

experience, still using the clutch to 

change up through the six-speed box, 

I was ready to test one of the optional 

extras I noticed Honda had kindly fitted 

– a quickshifter. And that’s exactly what 

it does – shift quickly! It worked really 

well, the only problem was my big feet 

and the fact the gear lever was too low 

for me (requiring a small adjustment 

for when I get home, see boxout), as 

Relph arrived at work on his 

Enfield and rode home with 

almost six times the power. 

Time to party…

THE RIDER 

Simon Relph, Senior Designer

simon.relph@motorcyclenews.com

Height 6ft 1in Weight 98kg

His riding Forty one years of experience, bo

and off road. Touring as far afield as New Ze

THE BIKE 

Claimed weight 242kg  

Seat height 835/815mm  

MPG 44 Servicing to 

date n/a

Mods to date None

HONDA VFR800X CROSSRUNNER £10,299

More bikes than ever are being 

bought using PCP, where you pay a 

deposit and low monthly payments. 

A VFR800X Crossrunner on 

Honda’s PCP costs:

SO YOU 

WANT TO BUY 

A VFR800X 

CROSSRUNNER

36 monthly payments £159.95 

Deposit £1579.58
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…as is a TomTom for finding your way

Suspension preload is easy and accessible

Centrestand is included in the price…

Honda’s quick shift is an optional extra

Akrapovic is part of the free rider pack

In detail

GEAR-CHANGE 
ADJUSTMENT
This is a simple enough task as 

long as you are armed with a key 

piece of information. This is the 

fact that the short bar connecting 

the gear lever itself to the quick 

shifter is threaded at both ends, 

but one end has a reverse thread. 

When both lock nuts 1 and 2 (1 

being anti-clockwise thread) are 

loosened, the connecting bar is 

free to rotate, turn it clockwise and 

the threads come in lowering the 

position of the lever and vice versa.

Righty tighty and lefty loosey don’t 

apply here, as one end is in reverse

Lock nut 1
Lock nut 2

OUR BIKES OUR KIT HOW TO...

100s
OF USED

BIKES FOR
SALE INSIDE

ASK THE EXPERTS

#MCNwednesday
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with Garmin
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Life’s easy on 
new R1200RS

Less like an over-fed duck than before…and the Honda’s not looking bad either
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‘Like a duck, without the feathers’
BMW R1200RS makes it all look so effortless but below 
the surface science (and all that) is hard at work

T
he R1200RS is like a duck.

Not because it’s got a funny

beak and likes to eat bread,

but because it cruises along serenely

while all sorts of wonderful things

are going on beneath the surface.

This is what the R1200RS is

all about. It makes it all look so

effortless. And that’s because so

much thought has gone into making

this a complete motorcycle. From

the standard centrestand (on this

SE version they come as OE) to the

dynamic suspension that adjusts as

you ride – everything has been taken

care of. Even the stuff you really don’t

need is brilliant!

The world, and motorcycling is

part of the world I suppose, is full

of solutions to problems that don’t

really exist. So, no, you don’t really

need an autoblipper to help with

clutchless gear changes. You could

just use the clutch, blipping (or not)

the throttle as you change down. But

it’s cool. I love the short and sharp

bark the bike does all on its own as

you prod down through the gears.

The R1200RS is a big step up from

my usual diet of mid-range sports

or naked bikes, but due to a few long

trips I have planned this year and my

advancing years(!), I thought it was

time for something a little more long-

legged and a tad more refined. And

2253 The bike arrives back from Spain

after MCN tester Simon Hargreaves rode

it on the launch and then back to the UK.

The rear brake pads were changed and

the bike checked over. 2290 Filled up

after 180 miles.

THE STORY IN MILES

0 0 3 8 92

the R1200RS delivers, in spades.

I may have only had the bike a

week, but it’s already my very best

friend. When it’s wet or cold, the

heated grips keep my hands toastie.

The screen can be persuaded into

several positions, and the well

thought-out fairing wraps itself

around my legs to keep most of the

wet stuff at bay.

The liquid-cooled Boxer motor

has so much torque on offer that you

can stick it in fourth (without using a

clutch, obviously) and ride all day.

Early niggles are few and one is a

very middle-class problem. It rates

nearly as highly as not being able to

get the right kind of hummus from

Waitrose! My laptop won’t fit in the

BMW hard panniers!

The slightly more worrying niggle

is that the bike only has an 18-litre

tank. Early signs suggest that this

‘I may have only

had the bike a

week, but it’s

already my very

best friend’
ANDY CALTON

THE RIDER

Andy Davidson, Staff Writer

andy.davidson@motorcyclenews.com

Height 5ft 7in Weight 73kg

His riding Long-distance adventurer

with nine years’ riding experience

THE BIKE

Weight 215kg

Seat height 835mm

Miles 2023 MPG 57

Mods Suzuki hard luggage,

£1250

SUZUKI V-STROM 650XT £7865

Easy-to-fit boxes and the V-Strom 650’s ready for anything

A
dventure bikes are supposed 

to have panniers. How else 

am I supposed to carry my 

gear to the Mongolian Steppe, or bring 

my shopping home from the shops? 

Whatever we use them for, hard 

luggage is incredibly useful. So I’ve 

opted for Suzuki’s official set-up, which 

includes two panniers and a topbox. It’s 

hefty gear, the panniers are 37 and 45 

litres and the top case holds 38 litres. 

The complete set, including all three 

boxes, the rack, rails and fixings will 

set you back £1250 (www.suzuki-gb.

co.uk). Fitting is around £130 for labour 

at a Suzuki dealership but it’s a cinch 

to do yourself. Fitting the set was 10 

times easier than I thought it would be. 

The fixings and brackets fell into place 

like a dream and the rack links together 

with big single twist screws. The boxes

slot straight onto the pannier rails and

then one latch locks it in place. The

whole job took about an hour and you

only need a couple of Allen keys, a

spanner and a flat-head screwdriver.

Unfortunately the rails don’t come

with locking mechanisms to keep them

secured to the bike. It’s worth having

just in case someone decides they want

to unbolt the entire rack and walk away

with the rack and panniers. The lock

system is a further £35.

The luggage looks smart and sleek

in black and the boxes feel sturdy and

solid. I’ve yet to ride with them in the

rain and on my long commute home

to Slough from Peterborough. But an

upcoming camping trip to the New

Forest will make for a great test.

Mongolia or Morrison’s

There’s a whole week’s worth of food on board there. Next stop, the New Forest

THE RIDER 

Andy Calton, Editor

andy.calton@motorcyclenews.com

Height 6ft 1in Weight 95kg

Type of rider Started out on strokers but 

is looking to cover decent distances

THE BIKE 

Weight 236kg (wet) 

Seat height 760mm-840mm 

MPG 45mpg

Servicing n/a

Mods See right

BMW R1200RS (SE) £12,915 COSTLY BUT 
AFFORDABLE

I have the R1200RS SE. This 

means it comes bestowed with 

Dynamic Electronic Suspension 

Adjustment, cruise control, 

centrestand, rear rack, pannier 

fastenings, chrome exhaust, 

preparation for GPS. I also have 

the BMW Navigator 5 (£610 

extra) and hard panniers/topbox 

(£911 extra). So this actual bike 

costs £14,436 (£12,915 without 

the panniers and satnav). A lot of 

money in my book and anyone’s 

book – no matter how nice the 

book. But with BMW’s PCP deal 

you could be parking one of 

these up in your garage for £179 

a month. The deal looks this: 

deposit £2278 and 35 monthly 

payments of £179. Then, after 

three years you can trade up 

or pay a £7000 settlement fee. 

Still, not cheap but you can own 

a bike with all the toys for £179 a 

month. Tempting.
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will equate to 180 miles a go… tops. 

That doesn’t seem much to me 

on a bike so capable of covering 

high mileages fast. I rode a KTM 

1050 Adventure recently and that 

managed 200 miles between fill-

ups. That extra 20 miles makes a big 

difference.

We’ll see how annoying that tank 

size becomes as I plug foreign 

destinations into the satnav and 

head off to foreign lands.



Screen
Adjustable to four

positions. It can

be flipped high or

low without any

tools – unless you

count the rider

– and a further

two if you unbolt

it. It’s in the low

position here and

in high above.

Suspension
Adjustable for

Rain, Road and

Dynamic and

for solo riding,

pillion or pillion

and luggage. On

this version it

self-adjusts.

IT’S A CRUISE
CONTROL MISSILE

Cruise control
Not used this yet and only expect to

do so on long journeys. I only ever

find this useful in an average speed

restricted zone or on a wide, open,

empty motorway and you don’t get

many of those in the UK.

Heated grips
They’re brilliant. Two

settings – warm and

really warm.

Panniers and
topbox
The panniers (£911

extra) are useful

– even though I

can’t get my laptop

in them, but the

topbox is taking

a rest as I think it

looks a bit nobby. I’ll

use it on long trips.

Centrestand
On a big bike like this

that’s likely to be on

ferries and campsites

– or at least gravelly

hotel car parks, it’s

lovely to get this as

standard (only on the

SE version).

SatNav
I’ve not really

used it yet but

it works with

gloved hands

and is easy to

read and use.

It costs £610

extra .

#MCNwednesday
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Calton glides serenely

– well, as serenely as

he gets – through the

bend while the BMW

takes care of business

THE RIDER

Steve Hunt, Senior Web Producer

steve.hunt@motorcyclenews.com

Height 5ft 8in Weight 80kg

His riding Relative latecomer who’s

always trying to elevate his riding skills

THE BIKE

Kerb weight 202kg

Seat height 790mm

Miles 976 MPG 49

Mods Touring pack (£455)

and Dynamic Pack (£720)

BMW F800R £7595

NEXT 
WEEK

Yamaha YZF-R1
Road tester and racer Michael 

Neeves on life with his R1

Kawasaki 1400 GTR
Liam Marsden starts to pile on the 

miles with the rapid tourer

BMW F800R
Trackday debut for Steve and the 

naked parallel twin

Suzuki V-Strom 650 XT
MCN’s adventure expert learns 
more about the V-twin Suzuki
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BMW makes Hunt go faster but doesn’t lead him astray

N
early a thousand miles in and 

the F800R and I are becoming 

good friends. We’ve not been on 

any particularly meaningful adventures 

yet; it’s been a more a case of several, 

shorter liaisons, but over that time I’ve 

begun to remember all the reasons 

why I fell for its GT cousin a couple of 

years ago. 

It’s all about the handling, something 

that this 2015 R Sport model has 

improved upon even further over its 

already competent predecessors.

I don’t remember the front-end 

being particularly skittish on any of 

the previous F800s that I’ve ridden, 

but even so the steering damper 

seems to have tightened the control 

up something lovely. A few, over-

enthusiastic throttle-openings have 

– on occasion – launched me into 

tightening-buttock territory but I’ve 

been reassured by the bikes’ calming 

nature. It’s allowed me to get away 

with some pretty aggressive riding 

whilst still not interfering so much that 

it feels as if it’s telling me off. A lot of 

this has to do with the electronics of 

course (this model has traction control 

and ABS), but when married with the 

immediacy of the dual, radial-mounted 

Brembos up front and the upside-down 

forks the package is quite striking. 

In fact, we’re getting on so well 

now that I’ve just booked up for my 

first trackday; and I have a sneaking 

suspicion that the F800R is going to be 

an altogether more angry beast than 

the F800GT I took out to Rockingham 

for a few laps a couple of years ago. 

My F800R knows best

Steering damper and USD forks up front make for a controlled but exciting ride
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Got a problem? MCN’s team of specialists has the answers

ALARMS

Pete Mouncer
Vehicle alarm expert.

Has been operating as

the Bike Alarm Man

since 2006

GENERAL

Griff Woolley
Boss of specialist

dealer Aprilia

Performance in

Tamworth

Scott Bullett
Workshop manager

and a Honda-approved

diagnostic technician

at Doble Motorcycles

HONDA

JOHN POUND, YEOVIL

Should I be worried about
my bike’s oily airbox?

I’ve got the cash for a 
sportsbike, what’s the best 
one out there?

Harry Daniels, email

I decided to check the condition

of the air filter on my 2012 Suzuki

GSX-R750. It is a bit oily so I’ve

ordered a new K&N filter to replace

a standard one fitted last year

as it’s done about 11,000 miles. I

noticed some oil deposits in the

crankcase breather filter and a little

has collected at the bottom of the

crankcase breather housing. Is this

normal? The engine uses a couple of

hundred millilitres of oil every 2000-

3000 miles and has done 22,000

miles. It performs well and does not

smoke or make any horrible noises.

Am I worrying about nothing?

A
Provided it’s not absolutely 

soaked in oil, I wouldn’t worry 

about it. Slight blow-by from the 

crankcase breather into the airbox is 

acceptable – sometimes caused by 

revving the engine when it’s still cold. 

The K&N filter will be oily when you get 

it. They come pre-oiled and should be 

maintained I’d say annually, by cleaning 

and re-oiling. The oil traps fine 

particles that would otherwise pass 

through the filter and into the engine.

If you were getting enough engine 

oil in the airbox to coat the bottom of it 

that might indicate that the crankcase 

is becoming pressurised from blow-by 

from worn pistons and piston rings 

pressurising the crankcases, but it 

sounds like the oil blow-back into the 

airbox is normal. But there’s something 

you should consider – if you are putting 

a K&N in it, and have a pipe too, are 

you going to get the ECU remapped? 

It won’t be able to adjust itself to 

compensate for the different fuelling 

for a pipe and air filter.

Steve Scully, GT Motorcycles

How much oil 
should my Blade
be glugging?

Some oil use is normal but bikes that do

more miles often drink less lubricant

Q
My 15,000-mile 2009 

Fireblade uses a lot of engine 

oil, about 600cc per 1000 

miles. I would have thought it was run

in properly by now and doing better,

but according to Honda’s technical

department less than one litre per

1000 miles is within limits.

John Kitson, email

A
Those bikes are susceptible to

some oil consumption, which is

often made worse by carbon

build-up on the rings and piston

crowns. I’ve had to remove 3.5mm of

carbon from some piston crowns

before the oil consumption stabilised.

One bike I worked on has got 35,500

miles on it now and oil use has

settled to a steady 160cc between

4000-mile oil and filter changes. The

owner isn’t afraid to use the rev

range, up to 10,000rpm most days,

and that’s helped too. I’m not sure I

agree with him, but he reckons a

Blade isn’t run-in until it gets to

20,000 – and he’s owned five Blades!

Scott Bullett, Doble Motorcycles

ASK YOUR QUESTION Email: advice@motorcyclenews.com Web: www.motorcyclenews.com/expert and simply post your query on our Ask The Expert forums

CHOOSE 
BEFORE 

YOU LOSE
MY PPI 

PAYMENT 
HAS COME IN

SUZUKI

Steve Scully
Service manager 

at GT Motorcycles, 

Plymouth, 30 years of 

Suzuki experience

The really techy option
BMW HP4 CARBON £14,850 - £17,994

The HP4’s electronic DDC suspension system 

adjusts the damping as you ride to give the perfect 

suspension setting at all times.

193bhp I 199kg I 17.5l I 820mm seat

The priciest option
DUCATI 1199 PANIGALE S £13,995-£20,385

It has a fearsome power-to-weight ratio but is 

remarkably easy to ride. If the 1199 is too much for 

you, the 899 is just as entertaining.

195bhp I 188kh I 17l I 825mm seat

The petite option
APRILIA RSV-4R ABS £8994-£13,999

It has more grip and poise than you know what 

to do with, it goes like stink and its barely legal 

exhaust sounds like the devil clearing his throat. 

180bhp I 203kg I 17l I 810mm seat

A little oil in the airbox 

is normal. If the air 

filter is soaked you 

have a problem
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Whatever you 

ride, it’s worth 

hooking up to a 

trickle charger

Andrew

Campbell
Solicitor and author

of the MCN Law

column for the last

six years

Your legal questions

Q
I’ve just binned my bike on a 

country lane after I hit

liquid on the road. As I only

have third party insurance I’m not

covered. Is there any way that I

can claim from the council or the

local farmers?

DC, Shropshire

A
If the fluid was deposited

due to the negligence of an

unidentified road user then

you will be able to bring a claim

against the Motor Insurers

Bureau, who are responsible for

compensating the victims of

road traffic accident caused by

the negligence of an untraced

road user.

However, the MIB will only

pay compensation for property

damage if the accident caused an

injury which required four nights

or more hospitalisation in the first 

30 days following the accident. If

Andrew Campbell, Bikelawyer. 

Visit www.bikelawyer.co.uk or 

email andrew@bikelawyer.co.uk

or call 01446-794169

Motorcycle Accident Solicitors

there was no personal injury then

you cannot pursue the bureau and 

there will be no claim.

If you have reason to believe 

that the spill was caused by a 

specific road user e.g. a farmer 

tracking wet mud onto the road, 

you will be able to bring a claim 

against that person for property 

damage, personal injury or both. 

If the fluid was not caused by 

another road user you may be 

able to pursue a claim against 

your local highway authority or 

council but this will depend upon 

the nature of the spill and what, 

if any, notice they had of the 

existence of the problem.

The most important step now 

is to gather as much evidence as 

possible about the accident so 

that if you speak to a specialist 

solicitor they will be able to advise 

you in more detail.

‘The most

important step

now is to gather as

much evidence

as possible’

SPILL MADE ME 
CRASH. CAN I 
MAKE A CLAIM?

I have left cramped sportsbikes 

behind to see more of the world (well, 

Europe) on a 2011 R1200GS and I 

need some panniers, but I’m not sure 

what to go for?

As well as looking the 

part on an adventure 

bike, good-quality 

metal panniers are 

secure and hard-

wearing. There’s a 

temptation to go for 

the biggest 45-litre options on offer to 

cover all the bases, but if your day-to-

day riding is in heavy traffic, slimmer 

panniers of 31 or 38-litre capacity, that 

don’t extend beyond the width of the 

bars, make filtering much easier.

If you are going to use your panniers 

like suitcases, carrying them off the 

bike with you, then a quick-release 

system is invaluable. In a recent test 

by MCN’s sister magazine, RiDE, the 

Touratech Zega Pro 2s were found to 

have the best quick-release system 

– it can be operated one-handed and 

without removing the lid, which isn’t 

the case with many rivals. More secure 

manual systems like the Touratech 

Mundos, Metal Mule Utes, Stahlkoffer 

and Bumots will keep your kit safe in 

some dusty African town, but to remove 

them you have to delve in among your 

belongings to undo clamps holding the 

panniers to their fixing frame. 

If you are going to take them off the 

bike regularly you need a quick-release 

system and carrying handles. A clean 

interior and rounded corners make for 

easier loading, as does a lid that you 

can lift clear instead of a hinged one. 

If you go for hinged lid, one that opens 

along the long-edge of the pannier is 

preferable to a tall thin option. 

Finish varies across the ranges, too. 

Some panniers are welded together 

while others are riveted and sealed. 

Welding is stronger, but more 

expensive. Plain aluminium looks 

utilitarian but it marks up easily while 

anodised finishes and powder-coated 

luggage are much more hard-wearing 

and less likely to mark your kit.

Bear in mind, 

that as well as 

a weight limit 

of 10-12.5kg 

per pannier, 

luggage like 

this comes with 

an advisory 

speed limit. Givi 

recommend 

75mph and 

10kg, Krauser 

and Hepco & Becker say 

80mph and 10kg, while Trax and SW 

Motech suggest 80mph and 12.5kg.

Chris Dabbs, MCN

GEORGE SAVAGE, WINCHESTER

I’m off on a Euro adventure. 
Now all I need is luggage

Q

Q
My Triumph Rocket 3 is fitted

with an alarm and I was

wondering whether I should put

a trickle charger on after every ride,

even though it’s only left for 12 hours.

Jonathan Owen, Rye

A
Although your Rocket’s battery 

will hold its charge for weeks 

without any problem, the 

advantage of keeping it hooked up to 

the Optimate is that it keeps the 

voltage slightly elevated at 12.6 volts. If 

the voltage drops to 12.4 or lower then 

sulphation, where lead sulphate starts 

to build up on the plates, can occur and 

this will reduce the battery’s amp 

capacity over time.

Pete Mouncer, the Bike Alarm Man

I want my Rocket to 
keep all of its zoom

Q
My 2006 GSX-R1000 has

developed a misfire from

6000rpm since I lifted the fuel

tank to change the plugs. I’ve obviously

knocked something. Where do I start?

Will Moodie, London

A
Suzuki GSX-Rs are like Aprilia 

V4s and use a dual-injector with 

a ‘shower rail’ of injectors in the 

airbox. The fuel system uses dry-break 

couplings, which are hose connections 

that seal off the hose, and whatever it 

is connected to, automatically to stop 

fuel leaks. There is a dry break coupling 

under the tank that it is easy to disrupt, 

which would give you the symptoms 

you’re describing. 

Griff Woolley, Aprilia Performance

I’ve done something 
bad to my GSX-R

RUGGED LUGGAGE OPTIONS

Metal Mule Max, 
31l/38l/45l,  £1212

Krauser Alubox, 
35l/40l/45l,  £783

Touratech Mundo, 
31l/38l/45l,  £851

Givi Outback Trekker, 
37l/48l,  £793



Bruce Dunn
The MCN road tester and

former bike mechanic gives

his practical know-how for

our step-by-step guides.

If your lights have stopped working it’s not always

going to be a bulb that’s at fault. It’s quite common

for the lights to have their own individual fuse so

before changing bulbs, check the fuse isn’t blown.

1
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Screwdrivers 
£4- £9
You’ll need both 
a flathead and a 
phillips for  
accessing head-
lamp covers and 
connectors

Bulb kit £10 - £16
There’s no sub-
stitute for quality 
when it comes 
to bulbs and you 
should always 
buy a named 
brand wherever 
you can

Wet & dry 
paper £2- £4    
Use a piece of 
fine grade sand-
paper to lightly 
abrade away any 
corrosion on  
connectors

NEED TO KNOW

THINGS YOU’LL NEED

Time: 40 mins

Skill level: +++++

Total cost: £20

Money saved: Up to £100 for an 
auto-electrician’s labour rate

It’s essential for keeping us safe and seen so make 

sure your lighting isn’t leaving you in the dark 

How to keep 
your bike’s 
lights bright

TLC. However, if your bike is blowing bulbs 
regularly then there is another underlying 
problem, probably with the charging regu-
lating system, and throwing new bulbs in 
isn’t going to help. 

There are particular regulations on lighting 
wattages for all vehicles including motorcy-
cles, and the standard fitments will comply 
with all of the UK regs. There is always a temp-
tation to enhance the power of the headlight 
bulb, but this should be done with caution 
as the extra wattage demanded to make the 
light brighter needs more energy from the 
bike’s electrical system. Typically most bikes 
have very little reserve capacity for this and 
are restricted by compact alternators and 
small batteries designed to run just the stock 
electrical components.

When buying replacement bulbs make sure 
you use the best you can afford; a branded 
bulb is going to outlast any budget bulb by a 
long way and you always get what you pay for.

Most modern bikes now use LED lights wher-
ever possible and there is no doubt that this 
is the future of motorcycle lighting; their ef-
ficiency and longevity are without question. 
But for the vast majority of bikes on the road 
it’s still the humble bulb that lights the way.

Although tried and trusted for many years, 
bulbs are not without their issues. You may 
suffer headlamps that repeatedly blow, 
indicators that go on the blink, or parking 
lights that fail to burn bright. Often some of 
a lighting system’s problems can be symp-
tomatic of age, poor wiring, or connectors 
and rubber seals breaking down. But it’s not 
end of the line stuff, just time to apply some 

Even the slightest amount of contamination on 

the surface of the glass will cause a hot spot, so 

it’s vital a halogen bulb is only handled at the base. 

Test the new bulb works prior to refitting any panels.

When one indicator is blown the remaining lamp 

often flashes on at a higher rate. Remove the 

broken lamp’s lens cover, turn the bulb anti-

clockwise to remove, and visually inspect the filament. 

Remove any covers or panels covering your 

headlamp bulb, you should then see a rubber ‘boot’ 

protecting the bulb and headlight. Disconnect the 

bulb connector and then remove the rubber cover.

If the bulb is in good order, check for any corrosion 

around the holder. Check the condition of the 

rubber seals and connectors, either around the 

base of the bulb holder or the outside of the lens. 

Unclip the retaining clip and remove the bulb, 

taking care not to touch the glass. Test the bulb 

by connecting it to an outside power source. If this 

test illuminates the bulb, recheck fuses and connectors.
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NEXT
WEEK

Prepare you and your bike for a big trip abroad
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In the case of corrosion you can rub the affected 

area with wet and dry paper. Use a fine grade to 

remove any rust build ups. Try wrapping some 

around a screwdriver for better access to the inside.

You can check the bulb visually for a broken or 

burnt out filament, quite often this is accompanied 

by discolouration of the glass. With a burned-out 

bulb like this, replacement is the only solution. 

When replacing a rear light or indicator bulb make

sure you use the correct type. They may look the

same, but a close look will show the twin filament

of the tail and brake light bulb with its offset locating pegs.

4

8 9 Key techniques for urban riding

Select a position and 

speed that allow you 

to constantly make 

adjustments until you 

can see the exit

Pay attention to 

any signs or road 

markings that may 

give you clues to 

unseen hazards 

around the bend

At this point it’s 

hard to judge the 

severity of the bend,

so don’t rush in

Never get caught out by
a corner again

Play corner Cluedo
Are there hedges or other clues as to where

the road goes? Can you see other traffic

approaching and if so at what angle? Are there

warning signs or other road markings? All

these are useful indications and may unlock

the puzzle, but there will be many corners

where the clues will be hidden or non existent.

Confirm then commit
You must not fully commit to a bend until you

can see the exit with your own eyes. Only then

can you fully confirm what you have in front of

you. If you can not see the end of the bend you

must be prepared for the corner to tighten up

and therefore you must be able to react and

increase your lean angle and steering input.

Work in progress
If you make an assumption that a bend will

follow a certain path and fix your riding

accordingly, it will be very difficult to make

changes mid corner. Therefore each bend

should be seen as a work in progress; you

must be prepared to make changes right

through the curve until you can see the exit.

Only make decisions on what you can see, be

prepared for change and have something in

reserve to deal with new information as it is

revealed.

Trust your eyes
Judging the severity of a corner on an unknown

road can seem like a dark art but, like many

things in life, the truth is actually quite

straight forward. First and foremost, don’t

take anything for granted and don’t assume

anything until you have seen it.

Vanishing point
The ‘vanishing point’ is a well documented

technique and involves judging how a bend

is developing by looking at the point where

the kerbs meet. If the kerbs are moving apart

it means the bend is opening up, if the kerbs

are static it means the corner is remaining

constant. This is a useful tool but has its

limitations in identifying those horrible bends

that suddenly get tighter.

Fools rush in
As you approach a bend you need enough time

to gather as much information as possible. The

greater your speed the less time you will have,

so don’t rush in or you may miss some vital

clues. A good road position will help to extend

your view ahead, and always be receptive

to what you see – for example, the speed of

opposing traffic may be a useful guide.
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Mark Edwards

Former police

motorcyclist and now an

advanced instructor

for Rapid Training

RIDE FASTER, RIDE SAFER

MORE NEXT WEEK
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BE IN 
SAFE
HANDS
The ulitmate in fit, feel and crash
protection, here are 10 of the best
pairs of race gloves for under £130

Alpinestars SP-2
Leather sports gloves with 

carbon-fibre knuckle guards and 

sliders on the cuffs and palm impact 

pads. The ring and pinkie fingers 

are bridged and there are twin Velcro 

closures at the wrist and cuff, as well

as elastication for extra 

security. The gloves 

also have Alpinestars’ 

Intellifinger that allows 

use of a touchscreen 

phone or satnav while 

wearing them.

Sizes S-XXXL Colours 

Black, black/white, black/

white/fluro, white/red/

black

More info www.

alpinestars.com

Rev’It Stellar
Neatly crafted 

goatskin gloves with 

sculpted hard knuckle 

protection and anti-

friction sections on 

the outside of the 

palm and little finger. 

The elasticated cuff 

closure is backed up by 

twin Velcro closures 

and there’s an aramidic 

lining running over the 

inner surface to increase

abrasion resistance.

Sizes S-XXXL

Colours Black/red, 

black/white, white/red, 

white/green

More info www.revit.eu

Weise Vortex
The spec of these gloves 

is high for the price, with 

kangaroo leather on the 

palms, full-grain leather on 

the backs of the 

hands and Knox 

SPS scaphoid 

sliders to beef up 

the protection. The 

backs of the hands are

cantilevered for comfort

and there’s a triple 

Velcro cuff closure for

reassuring fit.

Sizes S-XXXL

Colours Black, red, 

white, blue.

Contact www.

thekeycollection.co.uk

£94.99 £129.99£89.99

£89.99

Held Sensato
Held are the masters of constructing excellent quality, well 

thought out gloves, and these Sensatos have a high spec 

without busting the £100 price barrier. They have a kangaroo 

hide palm with padding at the heel, hard knuckle guards, twin 

Velcro closures and even a visor wipe on the left forefinger, 

despite not being designed for use in the rain.

Sizes XS-XL Colours Black, black/red, black/orange, black/

blue, black/white, black/green

More info www.held-uk.co.uk

OUR KIT
MCN staff test 

biking products ’til 
they break - 
see page 55
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Spada Curve
Substantial and sturdy 

leather race gloves with a 

small padded stingray heel, 

hard knuckle guards and a 

bridge between the third and 

fourth fingers. 

They’re bulkier 

than many of the 

gloves here, with 

hard protection 

around the cuff and

a cantilever action on

the back of the hand for

comfort and flexibility.

Sizes XS-XXL 

Colours Black, black/

blue, black/red, 

black/white

More info www.

feridax.com

RST Tractech 
Evo Race

Kangaroo palms, with 

Superfabric reinforcements 

at the heels and sculpted hard 

knuckle guards with removable 

padded inserts for extra protection, 

show the thought that’s gone into

these RST gloves. 

There are twin Velcro 

closures for the cuffs, 

and the third and fourth

fingers are bridged.

Sizes: S-XXL Colours:

Black, green, white, 

blue, black

More info: www.rst-

moto.com

£74.95

£89.99

Oxford RP1
Well-constructed sporty leather gloves 

from Oxford, with a hard plastic guard on 

the cuff, a bridge between third and fourth 

fingers and plastic protection for the heel 

of each palm and the outside of the little 

fingers. They feature twin Velcro closures 

at the wrist, Kevlar stitching in key areas 

and hard plastic knuckle guards.

Sizes S-XXL Colours Black, white/black

More info www.oxprod.com

Furygan AFS-18
CE-approved leather gloves with goatskin 

palms and highly ventilated plastic 

knuckle guards. There’s a plastic scaphoid 

guard and an anti-friction plastic guard 

on the cuff to add protection for the area 

above the wrist. They close with double 

Velcro cuffs and have a grippy section 

around the palm to add to security when 

holding the handlebars.

Sizes XS-XXL Colours White/black, black

More info www.nevis.uk.com

£99.99

£69.99

£84.99

JARGON 
BUSTER
Finger bridge 

Being smaller and 

weaker, little fingers 

can be prone to injury 

in a fall. The solution 

is often to connect 

the glove’s third 

and little fingers, 

effectively splinting 

them together for 

extra strength.

Cantilever 

The presence of hard 

armour can make 

it harder to form a 

fist as it reduces flex. 

Putting the armour 

on its own section 

of leather means 

the hand can flex 

without trying to 

take the hard armour 

with it.

SCAPHOID SLIDER 

When a rider falls 

onto an outstretched 

hand they are 

vulnerable to broken 

wrists – particularly 

the difficult-to-heal 

scaphoid bone. 

Scaphoid sliders 

let the hands slide 

out from under the 

body, rather than 

gripping the road and 

subjecting them to 

the rider’s weight as it 

moves forward.

Kangaroo skin 

The way the fibres 

are aligned in a 

roo’s skin means it 

can be thinner than 

other animal hides 

but retain the same 

strength. This aids 

feel for the controls.

Goat skin 

It’s not as tough as 

kangaroo skin so 

it can’t be used in 

such thin slices, 

but goatskin is 

commonly used on 

glove palms because 

it offers more supple 

feel. Cowhide is 

tougher and is 

generally used on the 

back of the hands.

Ce approval

It’s not compulsory 

for gloves to be tested 

and approved, but 

look for the CE mark 

and an information 

sheet in the 

packaging.

FEATURES
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TOP FIVE
RETRO LEATHER
JACKETS FOR UNDER £250
On sale now at mcnshop.co

NO SONGS, NO PUPPETS, NO BULL
JUST GREAT BIKE INSURANCE! COMPARE PRICES INSTANTLY

A leather jacket is an

essential bit of kit, and

being a biker without

one is like being a golfer

without a diamond-

patterned sweater –

except the jacket is far 

cooler. Here are our pick 

of five great retro-styled 

leather jackets from the 

wide selection available 

now on the MCN Shop. 

To buy, or to look at the 

others available, visit 

www.mcnshop.com.

1. Ixon Copper Rock,
£219.99

The beauty of this leather

jacket is its simplicity. Made

from supple cowhide with

stretch fabric under the arms

to boost rider flexibility, the 

Copper Rock has CE-approved

armour at the shoulders and

elbows and there’s a pocket

for a back protector. The 

thermal lining can be zipped

out and there’s a full-width 

zip to attach the jacket to 

trousers.

2. Spada Road,
£169.95

Now it’s the 80s’ and 90s’

turn to make a comeback,

as demonstrated by this

retro jacket from Spada.

It’s quilt -lined, has CE-

approved armour and has

adjustable fit at the waist.

GARAGE54
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NoMore

ParkingTickets!

As featured in The Times

8 yrs of 100% success

£18 for 2 years cover

www.fair-parking.co.uk

0800 756 3058
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www.carbtune.com

CARBTUNE PRO
Carb and fuel injection throttle balancer.
��	s test scored the new Carbtune highest, the most accurate multi-
gauge device and the only tool “Recommended”.
Buy direct online or by mail, phone, fax or email.
Quick dispatch. Technical advice and back-up.
Full instructions and guarantee, Nitrile hoses and stronger dampers. 
5mm and 6mm adapters to fi t virtually any bike.
4-column works on twins, triples and fours.

2-column – £45
4-column – £59
Quality storage TOOLPOUCH £7 if bought with Carbtune Pro. 
Visit website for details.
Pay with credit or debit card or cheques/PO payable to:
Morgan Carbtune Ltd, Unit 33N Townsend Enterprise Park,
Townsend Street, Belfast BT13 2ES, UK.
Tel: 028 9023 9007 Fax: 028 9024 7294
Email: morgan@carbtune.com

s5+�0�0�a�
s!)2-!),�%52/0%�a�
s!)2-!),�2%34�/&�7/2,$�a�}

Like a BMW, only more.

Ask your local BMW dealer or call us
01485 542000 www.ac-schnitzer.co.uk

AC Schnitzer Heritage range for R NineT

An extensive range of accessories
for the ultimate German café racer.

Waterproof GPS case

Waterproof GPS 
case & mount 
£20.99+P&P

Hear your Satnav in your 
helmet with NEW ‘GPS audio’

With Bluet

01473 823351 

From £37.99+P&P

GET IT WITH

The 

BEST 

place 

to buy 

biking 

kit!

Secure your bike and insurance with us!

FREE Mammoth 
Micro Disc Lock 
with every bike quote*

RRP £7.99

Opening hours: Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm, Sat 9am - 5pm, Sun 10am - 4pm. 

*Terms and conditions apply, visit carolenash.com/micro-disc-lock-terms-and-conditions. New 

business Modern, Classic and Six Wheel quotes. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised 

and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, fi rm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a 

trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 2600841.

�������������
Call and quote ‘LOCK’ to get this offer today

2013

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2014

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2015

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

3. Oxford Buddy 
2.0, £179.99

Cowhide jacket with 

shoulder and elbow armour. 

The thermal lining can 

be removed and there’s 

a reflective panel on the 

rear of the jacket to boost 

visibility without affecting 

the subtle styling. 

5. RST Roadster, 
£199.99

The styling is designed to 

give a classic look but with 

up-to-date spec including 

shoulder and elbow armour. 

It has a removable cotton 

lining and there are four 

external pockets with one 

on the inside.

4. Weise Thruxton 
Jacket, £259.99

Made from 1.2mm 

distressed brown leather 

and features a removable 

quilted thermal liner inside. 

It comes complete with CE-

approved armour including 

a back protector. 
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Tester Tony Hoare

Time tested 18 months

What’s good? My garage has no power, 

so early mornings and late nights can 

mean fumbling around. Or they used to, until I put 

this simple battery-powered LED light on the wall. It 

senses motion and throws out enough light for me to 

see what I’m doing, then automatically switches off 

after a spell without detecting motion. It can also be 

detached from its mount and used more like a torch. 

Three AAA batteries lasted 18 months.

What’s not? It can be fiddle to return the light to its 

holder after use as a torch. 

Contact: www.screwfix.com

Quality rating: ★★★★★ Value rating: ★★★★★

Tester Andy Downes

Time tested Four months/1500 miles

What’s good? I used my Yamaha MT-07 

throughout the winter and this screen 

worked well at keeping the worst of the cold, 

spray and winter crud off me while improving wind 

protection too. Fitting took 10 minutes.

What’s not? The tall look is not to all tastes but on a 

bike used through winter it meant the difference on 

the colder days between being comfortable or a bit 

miserable. I decided not to fit the rubber strip around 

the top of the screen as it does nothing for the looks.

Contact: www.bikehps.com

Quality rating: ★★★★★ Value rating: ★★★★★

Tester Richard Newland

Time tested Six months/16 times

What’s good? This Teng item works very 

well on all but the most obstinate of studs, 

and removed seven of the eight on my VFR perfectly. 

The one that was rust-welded in place, and snapped in 

half so had to be drilled out. The tool has three rollers 

inside, you slot it over the stud, then as you ratchet 

your ½in drive (or use a spanner on the hex end), the 

rollers grip ever harder to remove the stud. Available 

for 6, 8, 10 & 12mm studs. 

What’s not? Nothing that I’ve discovered, I maintain 

it’s worth £7.86 or anyone’s money.  

Contact: www.teng.co.uk

Quality rating: ★★★★★ Value rating: ★★★★★

FIVE OTHER 

WAYS TO 
FIND YOUR 
DESTINATION

1
Use your phone 

There are plenty 

of products that 

will let you clamp a 

smartphone to your 

handlebars so you 

can follow the GPS 

software. Beware 

that it will eat battery 

power while GPS is 

switched on, and 

you may incur data 

charges.

2
Use a car sat-nav 

Don’t want to go 

for an expensive 

bike-specific product 

like the Zumo? Try a 

case and powering 

kit that will let you 

use a cheaper car 

unit instead. Rider 

Mount (www.

ridermount.com) will 

keep a car unit dry 

and let you fix it to 

your bike.

3
Buy used 

Old bike units 

regularly come 

up on eBay and 

similar sites. Check 

that the software 

can be updated, 

otherwise your unit 

could throw a wobbly 

when it thinks you’re 

hacking through 

a field at 90mph 

instead of riding on a 

newly built road.

4
The memory 

technique 

Study a map 

before setting off, 

try desperately 

to remember the 

turnings and road 

numbers and maybe 

lightly tape some 

instructions to your 

tank. Then ring 

a mate when the 

instructions blow 

away and you’re lost 

in the countryside.

5
Use a map. 

Remember 

those? 

A compact road atlas 

in your bag will mean 

you will always be 

able to work out where 

you are and how to 

get where you need 

to be. A tankbag with 

a map pocket will let 

you refer to it at every 

junction.

Three years and six bikes later, Garmin’s zumo is still Newland’s trusty guide

‘11,754 miles and it’s 
never once got me lost’

Tester Richard Newland

Time tested 3 years, 11,754 miles and counting…

What’s good? I’ve used quite a few different 

Garmin units over the years, but this zumo350LM 

is by far my favourite, to date. Start-up is 

immediate, and I find the functionality so intuitive 

that I’ve never had to refer to the manual. The trip 

function shows that I’ve used this unit for 11,754 

miles so far, and in that time it’s been fitted to 

six bikes. It had the best part of a year off in 2013 

when I used a BMW Garmin zumo660LM on my 

long-termer (which is also an excellent unit), 

but sprung back into action with nothing more 

than a recharge and a free map update. The unit 

is easy to use and the LM (Lifetime Maps) part 

of the name means you never have to buy map 

upgrades – simply plug in and update. You can 

even download and share, or plot and upload, 

routes before and after particularly memorable 

trips. The lane-assist feature is great around big 

intersections, while the road flowing towards 

you on screen is a great warning of the sinuous 

route ahead when you’re carving through the 

countryside. It’s never got me lost. This 350LM 

has effectively become the zumo340LM, while 

there’s also a 360LM which boasts even greater 

functionality – such as a ‘twisty road’ route-finder. 

What’s not? The power cable gave up the ghost 

after being fitted to six bikes, and used/exposed 

in all weathers for many more miles than the 

unit was mounted and in use. A replacement was 

£34.99 on Amazon (£39.99 on buy.gamin.com).

Contact: www.garmin.com

Quality rating: ★★★★★

Value rating: ★★★★★

Garmin zumo350LM, £349.99 
(superseded by zumo340LM – 
£299.99 & 360LM – £379.99)

DETAILS
Trip screen

This scrollable data 

screen is laden with 

facts and figures about 

your travels. That 

160mph top speed was 

last year on an 

899 Panigale at 

Bruntingthorpe.

RAM mount

This S1000RR-specific 

Telferizer RAM mount 

is from Nippy Normans 

(£28, nippynormans.

com), and both fits and 

works beautifully.

MRA double bubble screen 
for Yamaha MT-07, £54

Teng Tools 6mm Stud Extractor, £7.86Osram Spylux LED night light, £9.99
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SELLING SPORTFEATURES GARAGETHIS WEEK NEW BIKES May 20   2015



RUBBER

SPORTY TYRES TEST SPECIAL 

These Racetec RRs feel 

good straight away and have 

neutral steering. They warm 

up quickly and give enough 

confidence after just one lap 

to let you push. After two laps 

they’re ready to be pushed 

even harder.

There’s no movement from 

the back tyre, even hard on 

the power. The front gives 

you the confidence to make 

precise and 

accurate turns and enough

feel to trail the brakes deep 

into turns – traits usually 

reserved for full-on racing 

tyres. High-speed stability 

is excellent, even under the 

HP4’s brutal acceleration 

through the gears. 

It’s a truly fantastic 

tyre that has the ability to 

transition from road to track.

These immediately give the 

bike a really good feel. Even 

on the out-lap the steering 

is neutral and nicely 

damped. Once warm the 

front tyre gives an almost 

overwhelming sense of grip 

and feel and the confidence 

to run from kerb to kerb. 

Feedback is so good in the 

high speed sections (80mph 

to 130mph) the tyres allow 

me to put the bike wherever

I want, to the millimetre. 

The rear doesn’t move 

under acceleration, even 

giving it full throttle exiting 

the corner onto Jerez’s fast 

back straight. Acceleration 

and hard braking stability 

are excellent. They give the 

rider lots of confidence, 

which helps maintain 

mental and physical output. 

METZELER 
RR Racetech ( K3 compound )

Lap time 1:59.0

BRIDGESTONE
RS10

Lap time 1:59.62
nd

1
st

We test Metzeler’s new K3 
compound Racetec RR 

The Mission
Metzeler have revamped their Racetec 
trackday tyre for 2015 with new com-
pounds, construction and profiles. 
They invited MCN to try their new 
Racetec RR K3 in southern Spain, on 
the track and road. The Italian firm 
were so confident their new rubber 
has what it takes to beat their trackday 
tyre competition, they gave us their 
main rivals’ tyres to test, too. 

The bike BMW HP4
BMW’s HP4 is the perfect tyre-testing 
tool. The sweet-handling machine can 
hold big corner speeds to test edge 
grip, has powerful brakes to find the 
limit of a front tyre and, of course, is 
powerful enough to give rear rubber 
a seriously hard time. We set the elec-
tronics to their least intrusive setting 
and disconnected the ABS. 

What’s a trackday tyre?
Trackday tyres look just like their 
race-spec cousins. They have the same 
semi-slick tread pattern, but have a 
more stable profile and construction. 
They’re still as sticky as hell, but work 
in a wider temperature window than 
race tyres and don’t need tyre warm-
ers. They last a lot longer, too. 

How we did it
This test was co-ordinated by 
Pirelli/Metzeler at Jerez in Spain. All 
the tyres were brought to the circuit 
and fitted to our BMW by the Italian 
firm. We were free to inspect the tyres 
before fitting and check the pres-
sures. Bruce Dunn tested each set of 
tyres and did enough laps on each to 
be sure he’d set his best time around 
the track to evaluate their character 
and performance. 
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£230.03
£210.12

The rider
Bruce Dunn

MCN Road Tester

Age 49 Height 5ft 7in

CV MCN’s resident 

performance and 

tyre tester

Track Jerez,

 2.75 miles 

Conditions 

Bright, sunny. 

Air temp 25°c,

track temp 28°c

NO SONGS, NO PUPPETS, NO BULL
JUST GREAT BIKE INSURANCE! COMPARE PRICES INSTANTLYGARAGE56
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Even on my out-lap the 

Supercorsas give good feel 

and I can progressively 

increase my speed, then 

after just two laps I can push 

as hard as I need to test the 

rubber. The steering is light 

and neutral, but not too 

flighty, even at high speeds 

and the Super Corsa SPs are 

predictable in all the corners.

They’re most impressive 

at high speed, particularly

entering fast corners. The

front tracks accurately

and takes noticeably less

rider input to turn than its

rivals. Some rivals suffered

high-speed stability issues,

particularly in the hard

acceleration zones, but the

Pirelli is faultless. They keep

the bike stable and predictable

at all times. 

Gently braking into turn

two straight from the pits

the front skates away. After

a gentle and cautious two

laps, the Michelins still

fail to warm up and start

to erode my confidence. I

persevere, and by the fourth

lap get some feel and grip.

Once warm, the speed and

rate of turn are good and

under power the rear tyre

gives excellent grip and

stability.

A lot of Jerez’s corners

allow you to run up the

kerbs to maximise lap

times, but because of

the Michelin’s early

performance my confidence

isn’t high and I struggle to

gain any trust in the rubber,

even in these hot and sunny

conditions.

The Contis give good feel 

straight away. The warm up 

and scrub-in is predictable and 

impressive and after two laps

they’re ready to be pushed.

The corner onto the back

straight is a test of nerve and

requires utter confidence in

your tyres. Here you’re opening

the throttle in fourth gear to a

blind apex at 45° of lean. Even

here, the feel from these tyres

is excellent and encourages

you to ride with more gusto. 

Stability is good under 

acceleration and during rapid

direction changes. But on the

flip-side, braking and turning-

in require a lot of rider effort. I

often find myself running wide

because the tyres don’t turn

in as fast as I’d expect. But it’s

a good tyre and far superior to

Conti’s previous product.

First impressions are that 

the Dunlops make the HP4’s 

steering feel really light, 

much more noticeably 

than the rest and they 

have the characteristics of 

race rubber, particularly 

the feeling from the front. 

They’re extremely quick 

steering and let you make 

rapid direction changes. 

They warm up fast, give 

good feedback, and from 

the second lap it’s possible 

to get up to speed quickly. 

Once up to testing speed, 

the D211GPs shine in high 

speed turns. They give you 

loads of confidence and 

a stable, planted, grippy 

feel. A side-effect of all 

this agility is an occasional 

loss of high-speed stability 

(80mph-150mph range).

PIRELLI 
Diablo Super Corsa SP
Lap time 1:59.8

MICHELIN
Power Superport
Lap time 2:03.9

CONTINENTAL
ContiRaceAttack
Lap time 2:01.05

DUNLOP 
D211GP
Lap time 2:00.4

3
rd

6
th

5
th

4
th

We tested the Racetec RR K3s on a

variety of superbikes on the roads 

of southern Spain. All fronts are 

120/70 x17 and we tried the different

sized 17in rears available: 190/50, 

190/55, 200/55. The Metzelers had 

to contend with different surfaces, 

terrains and speeds, but proved 

confidence-inspiring, with positive 

feedback and excellent feel and 

grip. The roads around Ronda are a 

biking nirvana, with good visibility 

and sweeping switchback turns. 

The Racetec RR K3s make the 

experience all the more perfect and 

allow you to just concentrate on the 

road ahead.

Stability is excellent accelerating 

between corners, even on some 

less-than-perfectly-surfaced 

roads. The Ducati 1299 Panigale we 

used is a bit feisty and twitchy, but the 

Metzelers helped damp out the ride. 

RACETEC RRS ON THE ROAD

Only another 20 pairs to change… the tyre 

technicians were certainly kept busy

We tested all six tyres

round Jerez. Bruce was

able to inspect all the

tyres and check the

pressures himself

£247.89

£247.89

£203.28£221.29
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Please note that calls to numbers starting 0871 published in the private adverts above are charged at 10p per minute from BT landlines. Calls from mobiles will cost more. For more information as to why these numbers are used please see www.mcnbikesforsale.com
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Sell today by visiting mcnbikesforsale.com or call 0845 051 5001BUYING&SELLING58

SELL WITH EASE, BUY WITH CONFIDENCE
Get your advert in front of thousands of bikers at mcnbikesforsale.com 

or call us on 0845 051 5001 for more info

Huge
stock for 
all models
post 1970. 

we go the extra mile

Fast, competitive international shipping

01484 353 600 • 0845 458 0077 • www.motorworks.co.uk

BMW

BENELLI

APRILIA
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USED
BMW’s

WANTED FOR CASH
Top prices paid

Tel: 01179 724444

BRISTOL

THINKING
ABOUT SELLING 

YOUR BIKE?
Contact Hughenden M40 

01844 279701 or 

info@hughendenM40.co.uk

for over 10,000

motorcycles

for sale

Check out

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

for over 10,000 

motorcycles for sale

GILERA

ENFIELD

DUCATI

CCM

BUELLBMW
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ALL MAKES & MODELS BOUGHT

FOR CASH & COLLECTED

HONDA, KAWASAKI, SUZUKI, 

YAMAHA, TRIUMPH 

WWW.IRMOTORCYCLES.CO.UK 

07956248955
�

HARLEY 
WANTED
07956 248955

HARLEY 
DAVIDSON

HONDA
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The BEST place to buy

biking

kit!

OR CALL 

0844 409 7587

Check out

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

for over 10,000 

motorcycles for sale

1000’s more

bikes for sale at

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

KAWASAKI

INDIAN

HYOSUNG

HUSQVARNA

HONDA
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for over 10,000 motorcycles for sale

SUZUKI

PIAGGIO

NORTON

MOTO-GUZZI

MONTESA

KTM

KAWASAKI
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ALL MAKES & MODELS BOUGHT 

FOR CASH & COLLECTED

HONDA, KAWASAKI, SUZUKI, 

YAMAHA, TRIUMPH 

WWW.IRMOTORCYCLES.CO.UK 

07956248955
�

Check out

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

for over 10,000 

motorcycles for sale

TRIUMPH

SYM

SUZUKI
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The  BEST

place to buy

biking kit!

for over 10,000

motorcycles

for sale

YAMAHA

VICTORY

TRIUMPH
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Top prices paid for all
RARE and INTERESTING bikes!

WE WANT
YOUR HARLEY®

Call Glenn 07815 949302
or Ian 0115 896 7771

AWARD WINNING HARLEY-DAVIDSON® DEALERSHIP

Top prices paid for all
RARE and INTERESTING bikes!

WE WANT
YOUR TRIUMPH

Call Glenn 07815 949302
or Barry 01246 384002 

AN OFFICIAL TRIUMPH DEALERSHIP

BMW 325 CI SE Coupe
5 speed, 3 owners, 108K, 
F/S/H, full electric, leather, 
MV alloys, new tyres, 
immaculate £3,495 - 
Swop/Exchange Bike

Tel 07725207036  email merlay@hotmail.co.uk

Motorcycle Funerals Limited
www.motorcyclefunerals.com
UK-Wide - Bookings 01530 274888

UK’s only fleet of weatherproof
motorcycle and sidecar 
hearses. We also provide the 
UK’s fi rst fi ll length hearse.

Triumph, Harley Davidson, Suzuki 
Hayabusa bikes & VW trike.

www.motorcyclenews.com

ACCOMMODATION

FUNERAL SERVICES

WANTED & EXCHANGE

Tel: 01622 690579
Mob: 07958 723555

www.evolutionmotorcycles.com
email

andy@evolutionmotorcycles.com

Motorcycles
Wanted

Professional, polite, prompt
TOP PRICES PAID.

ANYTHING CONSIDERED

 Biker Friendly 
Accommodation/ Holidays 

in the Algarve....

40 mins from Portimao 

Ideal accommodation for the 

Portuguese World Superbike Round

on 7th June

www.sandytoes-algarve.com
00351916563513

The  BEST

place to buy

biking kit!

Wanted
Revit CR Textile
Red and White 

Motorcycle 
Jacket

Large or extra large

Telephone: 
07733 321 197

NORMANDY 
LA MOTTE 

BIKE FRIENDLY B&B
Secure covered parking

PHONE BILL OR CAROL
0033-233-510084

www.lamottebandb.fr

WEBUYALL
BIKES.24/7

BEST CASH
PRICES PAID 24/7

08458-601122
webuyallbikes@mail.com

WEBUYALL
BIKES.24/7

BEST CASH
PRICES PAID 24/7

08458-601122
webuyallbikes@mail.com

ALL BIKES

WANTED
Cash paid, Will collect,

Friendly professional service,
Finance settled,

Approx valuation by phone,
Contact Norman

07747 810259
www.hythehillmotorcycles.co.uk

BLACK FOREST, GERMANY
Pension Williams

Small 
English run 
hotel - just 5 
minutes from 
the famous 
B500.
Relax, unwind 

and ride some wonderful roads.

www.pension-williams.com 
e-mail: info@pension-williams.de
Tel: 0049 7842 2853

1000’s more

bikes for sale at

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

1000’s more

bikes for sale at

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

WANTED & 
EXCHANGE

CLASSIC & 
VINTAGE

ZONTES

CUSTOMYAMAHA
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www.hagon-shocks.co.uk
SHOCK ABSORBERS

HARLEY RIDER INSURANCE™

0800 231 5063

Harley-Davidson
Insurance Services*

Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-8pm, Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm.
HARLEY | RIDER INSURANCE™ is arranged and administered by Harley-Davidson Insurance Services.
*Harley-Davidson Insurance Services is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd who is authorised and regulated by
the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered in England and Wales 2600841.†Terms and conditions apply, visit www.harley-davidson.
co.uk/insurance.
© H-D 2015. Harley, Harley-Davidson and the Bar & Shield logo are among the trademarks of H-D U.S.A., LLC.

for a quote and instant cover

CALL & QUOTE REF: HDHG

Win a £250 Harley-Davidson® Dealership voucher†

Call for a quote between 1st May to 30th September 2015, to be entered into

a free prize draw to win a £250 voucher† to spend within a Harley-Davidson®

Dealership of your choice.

Plus H.O.G.® 0HPEHUV DOVR JHW �� Rσ WKHLU LQVXUDQFH�

Improved rates for HARLEY | RIDER INSURANCE™ 

J15-3893_HDIS_05/15

For Republic of Ireland quotes call 1800 800 845.

SPARES

KAWASAKI

2-12 Bath Road, Bristol, BS4 3DR

EUROPE’S LARGEST PARTS STOCKIST

e: spares ow ers.co.uk

SPARES
Same day dispatch!

0117 972 5597

IN SURREY

CALL 020 8399 7449
FOR ALL YOUR HONDA NEEDS

Most service items reduced
312-320 Ewell Road, Tolworth, Surrey

www.honda-tippetts.co.uk

AUTOCOM 
DEALER

GIVI
DEALER

HONDA PARTS IN LONDON AND THROUGHOUT UK!
ALL HONDA PARTS MOTORCYCLE,

MOTOCROSS & POWER EQUIPMENT

ORDER ONLINE, OR CALL:

01728 833020
www.davidsilverspares.co.uk
sales@davidsilverspares.co.uk

s 1000’s of NOS parts, many rare/obsolete
s Reproduction parts for your 60’s-90’s Honda
s  Searches conducted if not in stock

Vintage Honda parts specialist
since
1986

PARTS ACCESSORIES & ESSENTIAL LUBRICANTS FUEL TUBE GIFT IDEAS

187 St James’s Road, Croydon, Surrey CR0 2BZ

Call 0208 689 2341
www.inmoto.com   Email: spares@inmoto.com  

SPARES
fast and friendly service

Ignition stator repairs for vintage and modern road & off road bikes.
Rewound to heavier duty. Regulators supplied.

Fast, friendly service.

www.westcountrywindings.co.uk
Unit 6 & 7 Kingstons Farm, Matching Green, Harlow, Essex CM17 ORB

Tel: 01279 731172

THE IGNITION
REPAIR

SPECIALIST
VAPOUR BLASTING SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE

www.motorcyclenews.com

ELECTRICS

GET IT WITH

The

BEST

place

to buy

biking

kit!

20
YEARS

SERVICE

SHOW PLATES
from £9.95
+ £2.00 P&P

Standard Plates
7x5.5, 7x5, 6x4.5, 10x2.5, 9x3, 9x2 ..................£9.95
8x6 Plates.......................................................£11.95
Any other size cut to order ............................+ £1.00
Names or Slogans.........................................+ £1.50
Borders (black) ........ + £1.00 ...... Colour......+ £2.00
Smoked Plates..............................................+ £2.00
Honeycomb backings....................................+ £3.00
Custom Lettered Plates.................................+ £2.00
Polycarb (off road) Plates ....................... from £10.00
Black and Silver acrylic plates ........................£11.95
Black and Chrome acrylic plates.....................£13.95
U.S. Style Harley Plates
8.5x5 or 7x4.5 inc. border, slogan & reg date..£14.95

Credit card orders on

01254 663213
or send cheques or postal orders to

AUTO REG
357 Preston New Rd Blackburn BB2 7AA

PLEASE NOTE: We no longer manufacture ROAD LEGAL PLATES

www.autoreg.net
EXPRESS SERVICE + £2.00
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MOTOLINER LTD
Same Day Frame, Fork
and Yoke Straightening

Cast wheels
repaired from £55

11 Yewtree Industrial Estate
Mill Hall, Aylesford, Kent ME20 7ET

www.motoliner.com
(01622) 790705

www.aa ron rad i a t o r. co. uk

54 Wh i t eho rse Lane, London SE25 6RQ
www.aa ron rad i a t o r. co. uk

Est. 1962

Radiators &
Oil-Coolers
New or repaired

Modern / Classic / Vintage

National Service

TYRES,
SERVICING

MOTs, SPARES

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

CHASBIKES
LTD

TYRES,
SERVICING

MOTs, SPARES
IN CENTRAL LONDON

020 7582 7878

Established 1977

We stock a huge range of
nuts, bolts, washers

& screws in:
CHROME

STAINLESS STEEL
Metric, Metric Fine, UNF,
UNC, BA, BSF, WHIT &
Cycle threads available

Email: info@custom-fasteners.co.uk

Order Online at:

www.custom-fasteners.co.uk

genuine spare

parts

BIKERS WORLD

Solus Aprilia dealer for all
your Aprilia spares.

(Mail Order)

East Grinstead

01342 325955

G
9421

ABC Tyres 
Bridgend

Specialising in 
190-55-17, 180-55-17, 

120-70-17 tyres
Mail order next day delivery

Tel: 01656 662202

0208 293 5335

C.White Bike
Training

Part time instructor
based in Maidstone Kent

Wages £90 Per day
Call Chris Tel: 07801945899
www.passyourbiketest.co.uk

O CBT
O Direct Access

O Restricted

O Advanced

01484 353 600

0845 485 0077

www.motorworks.co.uk

A personal service for
motorcycle servicing,

MOTs & repairs
APRILIA BMW DUCATI HONDA KAWASAKI

KTM SUZUKI TRIUMPH YAMAHA ETC

£99 winter eco service
See website for details

Tel: 01474 833553
www.bbsmotorcycles.co.uk

VISORS

PINLOCK

www.ridersoffshore.com

Call now on 

01481 728300 

THE IMAGE WORKS
motorcycle graphics

X Pattern Graphics
X Latest Race Replicas
X One-Offs
X 20 YEARS experience
X Insurance Approved
X Country’s BIGGEST database
X The Professionals choice
All decals are digitally printed onto

one layer of quality vinyl.
CREDIT / DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED

0115 9443111
WWW.THE-IMAGE-WORKS.CO.UK

0208 293 5335

TEL 0118 9574 577
e-mail: sales@revolutioncustom.co.uk

www.revolutioncustompaint.co.uk
BURGHFIELD BRIDGE IND. ESTATE, GREEN LANE, READING RG30 3XN

PAINTWORK TO ORIGINAL SPEC
CUSTOM DESIGN

CRASH HELMETS, ALL REPAIRS, 
PLASTIC WELDING, TANK REPAIRS

0208 293 5335
ACCELERATIONMOTORCYCLE

COLLECTION AND DELIVERY 

Nationwide, competitive rates, 

Accommodate all bikes. Full Insured. 

Call Acceleration 07774 964386 
�

CYCLE SPRAYS THE ULTIMATE 

PAINTWORK REPAIRS, RACE 

REPLICAS, CUSTOM PAINT AND 

HELMETS. WWW.CYCLESPRAYS.COM

01483275258SURREY
�

CHROMERESTORATIONVINTAGE- 

CLASSIC & CUSTOM BIKES. FOR 

FRIENDLY ADVICE CONTACT 

CENTRAL ENGINEERING 

WWW.CHROMERESTORATIONSPECIALIST.CO.UK 
�

TRIUMPH NEW/USED PARTS/ 

ACCESSORIES HINCKLEY MODELS. 

SPRINT MANUFACTURING 

WWW.TRIUMPHPARTS.CO.UK 01985 

850821
�

MOTORCYCLE 
TRANSPORTATION

FRAME 
STRAIGHTENING

CHROME 
PLATINGNUTS AND 

BOLTS

HELMET & 
VISORS

SITUATION 
VACANT

BIKER 
FRIENDLY

SHOCK 
ABSORBERS

NUMBER
PLATES

SPARES

SERVICES

PAINTWORK

DECALS

TYRES

RADIATORS

FORKS

EXHAUSTS

BRAKE DISCS
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Opening hours: Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm, Sat 9am - 5pm, Sun 10am - 4pm. 

†DNA+ protection system, terms and conditions apply - carolenash.com/dna-terms-and-conditions. *Terms and conditions apply, visit carolenash.com/micro-disc-lock-terms-and-conditions. New business Modern, Classic and Six Wheel quotes.

**Rider Cover: Both bikes must have comprehensive cover, terms and conditions apply - carolenash.com/rider-terms-and-conditions. 

Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, fi rm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 2600841.

���� ��� ����
2013

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2014

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

Call and quote ‘LOCK’ to get this offer today

�� �UK & European breakdown and accident recovery, 

including Homestart assistance worth over £100

�� �Up to £100,000 legal expenses cover in the event 

of an accident which is not your fault

�� �RIDER COVER** - FREE accidental damage 

cover when riding other bikes

��Free DNA+ protection system worth £30†

��Plus many more benefi ts
2015

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

Secure your bike and insurance with us!

FREE Mammoth 
Micro Disc Lock 
with every bike quote*

RRP £7.99
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WHEN YOU GET 
A QUOTE!

FREE £10                

 eVoucher

31.5.15.

Freephone:

0800 954 9842
Online quotes at: www.bwzz.co.uk

For all your insurance needs - bike, car, van, multi-vehicle, home & travel

O The best policy at the best price

O� We search over 30 insurance companies

O� FREE Breakdown Cover

O� FREE legal protection

O� Instant cover and instalments

O� �FREE Helmet & Leathers Cover
 including Personal Accident Cover

Proud sponsors
of the new 2015

Be Wiser
Kawasaki

British Superbike
Team

Bike
Insurance
Be Wiser... Save Money

A fresh 
approach to 

insurance

Call us FREE on:

0808 168 3759*

Find out more at www.principalinsurance.co.uk

Principal Insurance is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.  
Calls may be recorded for training and monitoring purposes.  
*Calls are free from a landline, mobile providers may charge.

Principal Insurance Ltd, Dalton House,  
Dane Rd, Sale, Manchester M33 7AR. 

Now available in 

Republic of Ireland

Call us FREE on:

1800 945 946*

www.principalinsurance.ie
Call one of our friendly team for a quo

mcebikes.com

0844 338 68 1

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
8.30am - 9pm Mon - Fri, 
9am - 5pm Sat & 10am - 4pm Sun 
Open Bank holidays: 9am - 5.30pm

Or visit us at:

CLUB
MCE
Incredible once in a lifetime experiences 
at every round of MCE BSB!

BE PART OF IT!

UK opening hours: Mon–Fri 8am–8pm, Sat 9am–5pm, Sun 10am–4pm. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, 
firm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 2600841.

0800 093 5577

Accept nothing less, call now for a Bike insurance quote

2013

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2014

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2015

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE
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For those tight corners.
Andy, 45, York

“

To meet people like me.
Tim, 36, Birmingham

“

For the adventure.

Max, 48, Sheffield

“

That’s why I ride

Recommended by riders Common modifications covered as standard 24 hour claims

Motorcycle insurance specialist Bennetts Exclusives Bonuses†

Why ride with Bennetts?

For your chance to win a Suzuki GSX-R1000 and a monthly prize of £250 worth of kit*

Get a new quote at bennetts.co.uk  0800 107 0778

#thatswhyiride

*Prize draw available to direct quotes only obtained before 31st October 2015.  
For full Terms and Conditions please visit www.bennetts.co.uk/whyiride-tcs. 

†Full details of Bennetts Exclusives can be found when you purchase a policy, register and log in to www.bennetts.co.uk/rewards.
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ROADS  |  NW200    

Guy Martin sparked a storm of con-
troversy at the North West 200 when
he told the BBC that the event wasn’t
a “proper road race”. The 33-year-old
Tyco BMW rider, who has never won a
race on the 8.9-mile Triangle course,
sounded angry and frustrated as he
launched an extraordinary rant to
the cameras during practice, declar-
ing that he was “bored” riding the
circuit’s chicanes.

Although Martin apologised to Event
Director Mervyn Whyte before rac-
ing began on Saturday morning his
comments led to a deluge of criticism
and debate.

“Guy is forgetting why the chicanes
were introduced,” Whyte said, pointing
out that there had been two fatalities
involving Robert Dunlop and Mark
Young in ‘08 and ‘09 at the notorious
Mather’s corner before the new chicane
was introduced in 2010.

“Since then there have been no sig-
nificant injuries in crashes at Mather’s.”

Eleven-times North West winner
and now a BBC television commenta-
tor Phillip McCallen said he couldn’t
believe his ears when he heard Martin’s
outburst. He suggested Guy’s lack of
speed against his rivals was the spark
that ignited his comments.

“I can understand his fury,” McCallen
said.“He’s been out there giving eve-
rything in search of that elusive first
win and is still 10 seconds off the pace.”

Martin’s Tyco BMW team-mate
Alastair Seeley joined in the debate:
“Out there isn’t a short circuit, it’s
a road race and if you push it to the
boundaries you use on a circuit it will
hurt you.”

In spite of the criticism it was clear
that Martin was only saying something
a lot of other riders feel about the way
the chicanes at the Paddock, Mather’s,
Magherabouy and Juniper have altered
the nature of the famous roads circuit.

TT veterans John McGuinness and
Bruce Anstey agreed they disliked the
chicanes but accepted their necessity.

“Everyone is entitled to his or her
opinion,” McGuinness said.

“I’m not a lover of the chicanes but
there are plenty of technical parts to the
North West course at places like Station
and along the Coast Road. I don’t find
whistling past fields at over 200mph
boring - it’s hard work!”

Anstey agreed with Martin that the
chicanes favour the short circuit racers
who race at the North West.

“They are used to the hard braking
into the chicanes,” the TT lap record-
holder said.

Racers hit back at Martin’s claim that the NW200 is dull

Martin made peace

with Event Director

Whyte on Saturday
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‘GUY JUST ISN’T 
QUICK ENOUGH’

LORENZO GIVES 
TITLE RIVALS A 
FRENCH LESSON

p82

By Stephen Davison

ROADS REPORTER

“The TT is more fast and flowing 
through high speed corners where you 
are not so aggressive on the brakes as 
you are here. But we come here to test 
the high speed stability of the bikes 
and the chicanes are just part of it.”

North West newcomer Glenn Irwin 
was more outspoken in his reaction.

“The North West is crazy but I love 
it,” Irwin said after his first few laps 
of practice.

“The chicanes come up on you so 
fast but they aren’t like short circuit 
chicanes because they have trees and 
walls and lamp posts around them. 
There are no gravel traps.

“If Guy crashed at a corner like  
Primrose he would know the North 
West is not a short circuit - if he sur-
vived that is. Guy just isn’t quick 
enough and he can’t take being beaten 
by short circuit riders.”  

In the live TV outburst, 

Guy claimed his Tyco 

BMW superstocker 

handled so well that 

his granny could ride it



#MCNwednesday

71  BUYING &
SELLING SPORTFEATURES GARAGETHIS WEEK NEW BIKES May 20   2015

Despite being a circuit newcomer Irwin
(69) took the fight to experienced Seeley

THE

ONLY UK

ROUND

ACTIONSTARTSAT 9AM

WWW.DONINGTON-PARK.CO.UK

TOP SPONSORS                OFFICIAL SPONSORS & ADVERTISERS
                                                                          

Official Donington 
Park Racing                  

Donington Park Racing Ltd   @DoningtonParkUK @DoningtonPark
Donington FM (87.7FM) plus 
the official Donington Park app

IRWIN MAKES AMAZING NW200 DEBUT
Alastair Seeley may have done most of 
the winning on the track at the 2015 
North West 200 but it was Glenn Irwin 
who won the hearts of the fans. 

The 25-year-old British Supersport 
contender had not been shy about 
declaring before the event that he 
wanted to win on his NW debut and 
he almost pulled it off. Although there 
were some who saw his aspirations as 
little more than youthful exuberance, 
the Gearlink Kawasaki rider couldn’t 
have been more serious. 

“The North West is such a big event,” 
Irwin said.“It was my first go at it and 
I wanted to prove a point.”

The reaction of the crowd after 
he broke down when dicing for the 
lead with Seeley and Lee Johnston in 
Thursday evening’s Supersport race 
only served to harden his resolve.

“When I got a lift came back with the 
marshal and I saw the reception I got I 
realised how much support I had and I 
really wanted to show what I could do 
on Saturday,” he explained.

If he was going to win it was obvious 
that Irwin would have to beat Seeley 
on the Tyco Suzuki, a rivalry that was 
given some extra spice by the pair’s 
clashes in the British Supersport series 
last season. 

“I am sure Glenn learned something 
from following me,” Seeley quipped 

after winning Thursday evening’s
600cc race.

Irwin was up for the mind games,
declaring that he had made a pass
on Seeley at the Tyco man’s favourite

Juniper chicane “just to wind him 
up a bit”.

In Saturday’s race Irwin took the 
race to Seeley from the drop of the 
flag, with Lee Johnston on the ECC/
Burdens Triumph in the thick of the 
six-lap dogfight.

“I lost interest when the rain came 
on at University as I was trying to 
brake on wet roads from 
about 160mph,” Irwin 
explained.

 “I started to think 
about the British cham-
pionship and backed off, 
letting Alastair get away. 

“But when it dried up in 
Portrush I started to catch him 
again and I brought Lee with me.
I led into Metropole on the last lap
but at Juniper I was a couple of feet
too wide and Alastair got through.”

Irwin’s father Alan was a front run-
ner at the North West in the 80s and
90s, and Glenn didn’t rule out following
in his dad’s wheel tracks on the roads.

“I am trying to make a career for
myself in short circuit racing at the
moment but I can still do the North
West and Ulster Grand Prix without
detracting from that,” he said.

“I said before the North West that I
definitely wouldn’t do the TT but you
never know what bike racing brings.”

Irwin celebrates a 

hard-earned second 

place in Supersport 

Race 2, after suffering 

a DNF in race one

‘The NW200 is such 

a big event. It was my 

fi rst go and I wanted 

to prove a point’
GLENN IRWIN



www.motorcyclenews.com

72  SPORT NORTH WEST 200

Tyco BMW rider Alastair Seeley was the 
hero of the 2015 Vauxhall International 
North West 200 as he equalled Robert 
Dunlop’s record of 15 wins.

Seeley overcame mixed conditions 
as well as delays caused by a serious 
crash during the opening Superstock 
race to win Saturday’s Supersport and 
Superbike races. Having already won 
the 600cc race on a Tyco Suzuki on 
Thursday evening, the Carrickfergus 
man claimed equal status with Dunlop 
as the most successful North West racer.

“I wish I’d a pound for every time that 
I was asked about the record over the 
past few months,” Seeley said.

“I came to the North West as a kid and 
waved my programme at the Dunlop 
brothers when they were winning here. 
Robert is a legend and I am so proud to 
be up there with him now. It is totally 
awesome – a dream come true.”

It always looked like be-
ing the ‘Wee Wizard’s’ 

week as he dominated 
the seaside event from 
the outset. He topped 
t h e  S u p e r s p o r t ,  

Superstock and Super-

bike classes during Tuesday’s open-
ing practice in spite of the torrential 
rain and high winds. With BMW not 
making a Supersport machine, Seeley 
rode a Tyco liveried GSX-R600 Suzuki 
alongside his Tyco BMWs in the big bike 
classes. After Thursday morning’s final 
qualifying on dry roads, Seeley was 
a massive 2.5 seconds faster than 
anyone else on his S1000RR.  

The largest crowds in 
years watched Seeley 
win a thrilling 600cc 
battle on a sunny 
Thursday evening that 
featured Lee Johnston 

on the ECC/Burdens Triumph and 
NW200 newcomer, Glenn Irwin on the 
Gear Link Kawasaki.

Seeley had to use all of his experi-
ence to get the better of his younger 
rivals, with Irwin having the audacity 
to pass the NW legend going into the 
Juniper Hill chicane to take the lead 
on the opening lap. Sadly Irwin’s chal-

lenge disappeared when his ZX-6RR 
dropped a valve on the fourth lap 

and Seeley raised the lap record 
to 117.077mph.

The same trio fought out a 
race-long battle on Saturday 
in the second 600cc race, 

NW200 HISTORY
35-year-old ‘Wee Wizard’ matches the late, great Robert Dunlop’s tally

15TH VICTORY

By Stephen Davison

ROADS RACING REPORTER

He’s the history man 

but will have to wait for 

next year to see if he can 

surpass his hero
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It was a miserable week for last year’s
NW hero, Michael Dunlop and his new
Yamahas. Apart from a fourth place
finish in the Superstock race on his
MD Racing R1, the Ballymoney man
left Portrush empty-handed. Both
Dunlop’s Milwaukee R1 and Dean
Harrison’s similar Martrain machine
were sidelined by oil blowing back into
their airboxes.

With less than a fortnight to go until
the start of TT practice, Tyco BMW
duo Guy Martin and William Dunlop
struggled to find the pace to keep up
with team-mate Alastair Seeley at
Portrush. Dunlop highsided his CD
Racing Yamaha during Supersport
qualifying, leaving him stiff and sore
for race day. Martin’s only finish was
an eighth place in the Superbike race.

Honda veterans John McGuinness and
Bruce Anstey both showed good pace
ahead of the TT. McGuinness qualified
third on the factory Honda Fireblade,
finishing sixth in the race. Anstey’s
third place on the similar Valvoline
Padgetts machine saw the Kiwi main-
tain his record of having finished on
the podium at every NW200 for the
past 13 seasons.

Ian Hutchinson was pleased with the
performance of his PBM Kawasakis at
the NW. The ZX-10R superbike topped
the speed trap times at 199.8mph dur-
ing Thursday qualifying.

“It has taken a lot of work but the
ZX-10R will be a good TT bike,” the
eight-times TT winner said after fin-
ishing on the podium in both the
Superstock and Superbike races.

Alastair Seeley has dominated

the North West 200 in recent

years, scoring 15 victories at the

seaside event since 2008 in the

ultra-competitive Supersport,

Superstock and Superbike

classes – and he puts his

success down to focusing on the

NW200 as his only road race.

Having made his debut on

the 8.9-mile Triangle circuit

that links the seaside towns

of Portrush, Portstewart and

Coleraine in 2004, Seeley

took his first win in the 2008

Superstock race on a JMF

Millsport Yamaha. Joining the

TAS team for 2009, Seeley

amassed nine wins between ’09

and 2013 on the Moneymore

squad’s Suzukis.

Two more wins came in 2014

on a MarTrain Yamaha R6 and

Kawasaki ZX-10R before he

returned to familiar territory

with the TAS squad and their

new Tyco BMWs for 2015.

The North West is the only

road race he competes in and he

sees this as a major advantage.

“My team-mates and other

road racers have the TT to

worry about as well but I can

concentrate on the North West

once I have the early rounds of

the British championship out

of the way,” the former British

Supersport and Superstock

champion said as he enjoyed

a quiet celebratory beer in his

motorhome on Saturday night.

Currently lying third in the

2015 British Superstock series, 

Seeley travelled to Portrush on 

a high after taking his first win 

of the year on the Tyco BMW 

S1000RR at Oulton Park.

“We came here with a 

good package and we knew 

we were in with a shout,” he 

said. “It is like a jigsaw puzzle 

and everything has clicked 

into place. All the bikes were

working well and it is nice to

come here with a good team.

That makes me a happy rider

and a happy rider is a fast rider.”

Having a good team and fast

bikes may be a good starting

point but Seeley still has to

produce the goods. Small in

stature and light in weight,

he has mastered the art of

dragging it out on the long high

speed stretches and finding the

deepest braking markers.

“We do our homework

before we get here so that we

can hit the ground running,”

he explained. “Practice and

qualifying are all about sussing

out those braking lines and

getting everything right.”

Seeley admits that some of

his younger rivals are starting

to adopt the same approach,

threatening his supremacy.

“What is it they say about

the master and the pupils?” he

jokes. “Riders like Lee Johnston

are switched on to how we are

getting the wins.”

with Seeley taking the honours once
again in a last lap dogfight.

“That was a great race,” Seeley 
smiled. “Both Lee and me were out of 
our seats and chopping and changing 
the lead at almost every corner.”

Irwin was promoted to second after 
Johnston received a 10-second penalty 
when he went straight on at the chicane 
after outbraking himself.

Seeley’s record-equalling victory 
came after another fantastic battle in 
the Superbike race. Ian Hutchinson 
(PBM Kawasaki ZX-10R) and Bruce 
Anstey (Padgett’s Valvoline Fireblade) 
pushed the BMW rider all the way to 
the flag as they battled strong winds. 
A resurgent Hutchy seemed set for his 
first North West win since 2010 before 
Seeley slipped past at Magherabouy and 
held on along the Coast road for the win.

Ex-GP legend Jeremy McWilliams 
took his second NW200 win in the 
Supertwins race, after another battle 
with his SGS/KMR team-mate, Ryan 
Farquhar and Jamie Hamilton on the 
BE Racing ER6. Farquhar won the 
Thursday evening Twins encounter 
on his International racing come-

back but 51-year-old McWilliams
got the better of his team boss on
Saturday with Hamilton third.

As the feature Superbike race was
cancelled because of the dangerously
high winds, it was left to Johnston to
deny Seeley the unequalled “Greatest
of All-Time” title by taking victory in
the Superstock race.

The BMW racer had learned from his
earlier mistakes at Juniper Hill, hold-
ing off another strong challenge from
Hutchinson to outdo Seeley and take
his third NW win.

NW200 SUCCESS? IT’S
ALL IN THE PREPARATION

‘Robert is a legend 
and I am so proud 
to be up there with 

him now’
ALASTAIR SEELEY

‘We do our
homework so that

we can hit the
ground running’

ALASTAIR SEELEY

A serious crash during the second lap
of Saturday’s opening Superstock race 
involving Dean Harrison, Stephen 
Thompson and Horst Saiger marred 
the event.

Although Harrison was unhurt and 
Saiger received minor injuries, both 
Thompson and a female spectator, 
who was hit by Saiger’s Kawasaki, 
were seriously injured in the incident.

NW 200 SHORTS

Guy couldn’t get better than eighth

Seeley rides into 

the North West 200 

history books

Seeley celebrates with Hutchy & Anstey

Superstock crash
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The Superbike World Championship 
heads back to the place of its birth this 
coming weekend at Donington Park.

Way back in 1988 the East Midlands 
circuit hosted the first ever WSB week-
end, with British riders in the running 
for glory.

This year the scene is set for  
British riders to monopolise yet again 
with all eyes focused on the Kawasaki 
duo of championship leader Jonathan 
Rea and team-mate Tom Sykes.

This time 12 months ago all the talk 
was about the reigning world cham-
pion Tom Sykes, who stormed his 
home round at Donington by taking 
an emphatic double win. 

This time around things are dif-
ferent. A tough start since the winter 
technical rule changes means that 
Sykes is only now up to third in the 
championship - and has yet to win a 
race. Meanwhile new team-mate Rea 
has stunned the paddock, notching up 
an impressive win-record and cham-
pionship lead. 

Last time out at Imola, however, 
Sykes followed Rea home in both races 
and Donington will now offer the best 
opportunity yet to beat his precocious 
new team-mate.

“I think we are headed in the right 
direction; we went on to Donington 
from Imola last year and had a good 
result,” said Sykes. “There are still 
some minor things we need to change 
but on the whole we have definitely 

addressed some of our limitations 
and at Donington and we will keep 
working.”

Sykes also sees Donington as an 
opportunity to remind the world that 
there is more to the Kawasaki squad 
in 2015 than the all-conquering Rea.

“Kawasaki and I have a good his-
tory together and between me and the 
team we can always find something to 
improve the bike,” stated Sykes. 

Understandably, Rea is the hot 
favourite for both race wins at  
Donington, and the man of the mo-
ment is more than ready to carry on 
his amazing run. Eight wins and two 
second places so far leaves him only 
10 points from perfect.

But if any track so far is go-
ing to be a test of Rea and his 

crew’s ability to win at absolutely any 
track, Donington may be the one.

“I am excited about Donington be-
cause I have had one controversial 
win there in the past (when BMW 
team-mates Leon Haslam and Marco 
Melandri clashed at the final corner in 
2012 and Rea inherited the win) but I 
have not really had great weekends 
there,” said Rea. “But I am just look-
ing forward to getting home to see 
the UK fans.”

Rea, like many of his WSB peers 
from the UK, has been confused by the 
lack of local support in recent years at  
British WSB weekends and he is look-
ing forward to greater numbers of fans 
in 2015. “I hope they actually come 

and support us because there are so 
many Brits at the front doing well.”

Brits ready to rumble as WSB roles in to Donington Park this weekend
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AT DONINGTON
By Gordon Ritchie

WSB REPORTER

WSB COMES HOME

There may well be too many 
good British riders in WSB all 
at the same time right now, 
but the upside for British fans 
is that there has never been a 
better time to almost guarantee 
the sight of Union Jacks domi-
nating the podium ceremonies.

The seemingly luckless Leon 
Haslam is once more injured 
entering his home round, af-
ter a whopper of a highside 
last time out at Imola. Three 
broken ribs or not, he is still 
ready to fight for podiums 
on his Aprilia. “My ribs are 
sore but they shouldn’t be a 
problem come Donington,” 
said Leon. “The circuit is more 
suited to the bike and it’s my 
home race.”

Ducati’s Chaz Davies is not 
the type to ever need any extra 

motivation but his two techni-
cal DNFs will give him an extra 
push anyway. He’s beaten Rea 
already, in Aragon, like Haslam 
before him in Australia.

Alex Lowes finished on the 
Donington podium last year 
in his rookie season on the 
Voltcom Crescent Suzuki, and 
despite ongoing technical re-
strictions of the team’s new 
electronic package, expect 
him to overcome again.

MV’s Leon Camier has al-
ready performed minor 

miracles in some 2015 
race weekends on his 
F4. He remains as fast 

and determined as ever 
– so watch this space.

Donington lap record 

2013 Tom Sykes (Kawasaki 

Racing Team) 1’27.378

 

Top three race one 2014

1 Tom Sykes (KRT)

2 Loris Baz (KRT)

3 Alex Lowes  

(Voltcom Crescent Suzuki)

 

Top three race two 2014

1 Tom Sykes (KRT)

2 Loris Baz (KRT)

3 Sylvain Guintoli  

(Aprilia Racing)

BRIT-TASTIC 
DONINGTON 
LINE UP

‘The circuit is 
more suited to 

the bike and it’s 
my home race’

LEON HASLAM

DONINGTON WSB STATS

Six of the best riders in 

the world and they’re all 

Brits. Makes you proud, 

doesn’t it? 

WORLD SUPERBIKES
THE ONLY UK ROUND

22-24 MAY 2015
BOOK NOW AND SAVE OVER 25%

DONINGTON PARK

www.donington-park.co.uk
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Danny Kent may have only finished
fourth in Le Mans on Sunday but he
made a statement as decimating to
his rivals as his previous hat-trick of
race wins. Having qualified 31st on the
grid after a sudden rain shower caught
him out in qualifying, Kent made up
14 positions on the first lap and moved
through the pack during the rest of the
race to be in the thick of the fight and
challenge for the win in the closing laps.

With his main title rivals Efren
Vazquez and Fabio Quartararo crashing
out, Kent was able to keep a cool head
at the end of the race and avoid getting
involved in anything too risky. In doing
so he managed to secure a solid fourth
place and extend his championship lead
to a massive 37 points with just five
rounds complete. It was once again an
occasion to savour as Kent showed the
fight needed to dig deep to win a title.

Like Marc Marquez during the 2012
Valencia Moto2 clash, Kent fought
through the pack from the back of
the field and made the entire paddock
stand up and take notice of how well
he is riding. Not winning the race did
little to take the shine off his perfor-
mance, with his decision to settle for
fourth place seeing him make a huge
stride towards winning his first world
championship.

“To be honest I can’t complain with
fourth position,” said Kent after the
epic battle. “I knew going into the race
that it was going to be a very hard one
for us but we made it to the front. By
the time I caught the front group my
rear tyre was all over the place, I used
too much rear tyre to catch the group.
I think that if we had a good qualifying
session yesterday I would have been
able to pull away at the front like we

On-form Brit goes from 31st to fourth to extend title lead in Le Mans

‘If I’m not on the 
podium it’s not a big 
deal because points 

make prizes at the 
end of the year’

DANNY KENT

did in Austin and Argentina. We’ve
got some more valuable points on the 
board and we’ve extended the lead to 
37 points so we can be happy with this 
weekend’s work.

“I didn’t know that Efren had crashed 
out but I saw Fabio crashing and my
mind relaxed a bit and I thought that

Kent (52) scythed 

through 27 riders to 

challenge for the Le 

Mans podium

SUPER-COOL KENT 
CUTS THROUGH FIELD

STEVE ENGLISH

steve.english@motorcyclenews.com

AT LE MANS

MOTOGP REPORTER

Nothing compares or comes close to HM’s revolutionary technology with its clear
performance benefits and overall enhanced ride experience. So, whichever way you
look at it, HM Quickshifter should be your choice.

GET THE EDGE NOW! 
Call us on 01795 429 168 or order online.

WHETHER YOU RIDE LIKE ALEX MARQUEZ; AFTER EVERY 
SPLIT SECOND ADVANTAGE OR TO EXPERIENCE THE 
THRILL OF HM’S ‘RACE TO ROAD TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER’
IT’S TIME TO MOVE UP A GEAR AND GET THE EDGE.

HM QUICKSHIFTER 
GIVES YOU THE EDGE

MOTO2

WINNERS IN:

MOTO3 TT

Alex Marquez MOTO3 World Champion 2014

AS USED IN:

F O L L O W U S : / H M q u i c k s h i f t e r u k @ h m q u i c k s h i f t e r

HMQUICKSHIFTER.COM

See the full product range and details at:
www.hmquickshifter.com

if I’m not on the podium it’s not a big 
deal because points make prizes at the 
end of the year. We’re obviously here 
to win races but we’re also here to win 
the championship so we need to get as 
many points as we can.”

While Kent was unlucky in quali-
fying he never felt that he was out of 

contention for the race win having set 
the pace all weekend. And as he sat on 
the starting grid in a lowly 31st place, 
the 21-year-old said that he had every 
confidence he could win.

But even though he came through 
the field and made it past 27 riders he 
came away slightly disappointed not 

to have ended up on the podium. 
“On the grid I thought that we could 

win the race, to be honest. We’ve had 
the pace all weekend to win and I knew 
that we could. I’m a bit disappointed but 
at the end of the day we got the points. 

“Efren crashed, Fabio crashed and 
we lost a few points to Bastianini but 
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‘On the grid I 
thought that we 

could win the race, 
to be honest’

DANNY KENT
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Combining Style & Protection... the MRA Screens for Naked Bikes

cheat the wind, to reduce buffeting and fatigue for high speed, long 

distance comfort. Adustable in angle for the smoothest ride - available 

from only £76.37 including complete installation kit.

Made in Germany to TÜV standards from a unique and virtually 

unbreakable aircraft canopy grade material – with a perfect fit and

finish - plus a lifetime warranty - there is no better screen than an MRA!

Call us now to discuss the best screen for you

Price inc. VAT at 20% but excludes delivery. Lifetime guarantee to original purchaser. Calls may be recorded for training/security purposes. E&OE.

01773 831122  or visit... www.BikeHPS.com
Distributed in the UK by HPS. Dealer prices available

BMW R1200R Triumph Tiger 800

Available for almost ALL Naked Models

Naked Bike Wind Protection
...go the distance with an MRA screen

“I find the screen does everything 
 I want. Even at high speeds... 
 it keeps a significant amount of 
 pressure off my body. In short, 

I am absolutely delighted.”

RF, Herts. Honda Hornet  CB600F

Read more feedback at...
www.bikehps.com/mra

SCREENS AVAILABLE 
FOR ALMOST EVERY 
NAKED BIKE, VISIT

www.bikehps.com/mra

we’re 37 points in the lead now. I went 
into the race acting as if it was any other 
race and I just kept focused. I knew 
that it was vitally important to get past 
as many riders as possible in the first 
few laps but we used too much tyre to 
catch the leading group so we have to 
be happy with fourth.” 

TEAM PRINCIPAL KIEFER RACING

FIVE MINUTES WITH 
STEFAN KIEFER

What did you think of Danny’s 

performance in the race?

So far this year Danny has done a 

great job and his performance has 

been really good. In the race we 

hoped that he’d make a good start 

and be able to get through the field, 

but the bike wasn’t quite as fast as 

the KTMs today. Otherwise I think 

he could have won the race. Maybe 

he had to push too hard today but he 

knew that P4 was good for us.

With Vazquez and Quartararo 

crashing out you put out an 

instruction saying “P4 OK”

We didn’t give Danny any 

instructions from the pit board 

except to say that Quartararo 

crashed and that P4 was OK for the 

championship because he would 

still extend his lead. But it is Danny’s 

decision on whether to fight for the 

podium, we just wanted to make 

sure that he knew everything that 

he needed to know. 

Has Danny’s performance this 

year surprised you?

I haven’t been surprised by Danny’s 

performances this year. From his 

first test we knew that he was 

connecting with the team very well 

and we knew that with him we could 

have some good finishes. But to 

be leading the championship after 

just five races wasn’t what we were 

expecting in all honesty.

Danny’s pace hasn’t surprised the 

Leopard team boss but his title lead has 

LE MANS 17/5/15

Jorge Lorenzo
25 points

Dominated. Did anyone

see which way he went?

Valentino Rossi
20 points

Points in the bag means 

he’s still title leader  

Andrea Dovizioso
16 points

Used the GP15’s power 

and stayed out of trouble

1

2

3

MOTOGP

RACE TOP SPEEDS FASTEST RACE LAP POSITIONS

1’32.879
Valentino Rossi Lap 4

Gains and losses  

(grid v finish )position)

195.98
IANNONE

MPH

Circuit lap record:  

Rossi 1’32.879

MOTOGP TOP SPEEDS

195.61 mph

195.98 mph

194.74 mph

194.42mph

193.87 mph

193.87 mph

Iannone

Dovizioso

Smith

Crutchlow

Barbera

Marquez

■  Length: 2.6 miles

■  Corners: 14 –  5 left, 9 right

■  Longest straight:  

0.419 miles

■  Race conditions:  

Dry, 18° air temp,

32° track temp

CHAMPIONSHIP DASHBOARD

MOTOGP

1 Lorenzo
Yamaha

2 Rossi  

Yamaha

3 Dovizioso
Ducati

4 Marquez
Honda

5 Iannone 

Ducati

6 Smith
Yamaha

7 P Espargaro
Yamaha

8  Hernandez
Ducati

9  Vinales
 Suzuki

10  Petrucci
 Ducati

GP qualifying

Moto2 race

Moto3 race

1’32.879

(Marquez)

1’37.281

(Luthi) 

1’42.525

(Bastianini) 

LAPS LED THIS SEASON

QLorenzoQMarquezQDovizioso 

QRossi

CHAMPIONSHIP MOTOGP CHAMPIONSHIP MOTO2 CHAMPIONSHIP MOTO3
Ridersafter5rounds Ridersafter5rounds Ridersafter5rounds

1 Rossi ITA 102

2 Lorenzo SPA 87

3 Dovizioso ITA 83

4 Marquez SPA 69

5 Iannone ITA 61

6 Crutchlow GBR 47

7 Smith GBR 46

8 P Espargaro SPA 35

9 A Espargaro SPA 31

10 Vinales SPA 27

1 Zarco FRA 89

2 Luthi SWI 68

3 Folger GER 57

4 Lowes GBR 54

5 Morbidelli ITA 54

6 Rabat SPA 53

7 Rins SPA 49

8 Simeon BEL 39

9 Kallio FIN 31

10 Syahrin MAL 31

1  Kent GBR 104

2 Bastianini ITA 67

3 Vazquez SPA 60

4  Quartararo FRA 52

5  Fenati ITA 51

6 Vinales SPA 47

7 Binder RSA 44

8 Oliveira POR 41

9 Bagnaia ITA 37

10 McPhee GBR 28

Pos Rider Nat    Points Pos Rider Nat    Points Pos Rider Nat    Points

FINAL POSITIONS

MOTOGP

   1   Lorenzo SPA 43’11.143

   2   Rossi ITA +3.820

   3   Dovizioso ITA +12.380

   4   Marquez SPA +19.890

   5   Iannone ITA +20.237

   6  Smith GBR +21.145

   7 P Espargaro SPA +35.493

   8 Hernandez COL  +39.601

   9 Vinales SPA +41.571

   10 Petrucci ITA +42.789

   11 Hayden USA +53.636

   12  Baz FRA +1’00.617

   13 Barbera SPA +1’04.272

   14  Laverty IRL +1’05.259

   15 Bautista SPA +1’05.515

  16  Pedrosa SPA +1’20.907

   17 De Angelis RSM +1’21.663

  18  Melandri ITA +1 lap

DNF MIller AUS 14 laps

Pos Rider Nat Race time

FINAL POSITIONS

MOTO2

   1   Luthi SWI 42’27.011

   2   Rabat SPA  +1.767

   3   Zarco FRA +3.760

   4  Lowes GBR  +4.076

   5   Morbidelli ITA +14.492

  6  Simon SPA +14.681

   7   Nakagami JPN +14.845

   8 Simeon BEL +15.135

   9   Syahrin MAL +19.243

   10   Aegerter SWI +19.531

   11  West AUS +29.478

   12      Krummenacher SWI +29.646

   13 Schrotter GER +30.220

   14  Cortese GER +30.691

   15   Pons SPA +33.097

   16 Cardus SPA + 33.604

   17 Rins SPA +38.293

   18 Corsi ITA +39.001

19 Shah MAL +43.459

Pos Rider Nat Race time

FINAL POSITIONS

MOTO3 TOP 10
1 Fenati ITA 41’22.829 2 Bastianini ITA  +0.122 3 Bagnaia ITA +0.457

4 Kent GBR +0.693 5 Antonelli ITA +2.244 6 Kornfeil CZE+2.421 

7 Vinales SPA +2.587 8 Oliveira POR +4.065 9 MIgno ITA +14.876 

10 Oettl GER +22.588
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Bradley Smith secured a strong sixth
place finish at Le Mans after another
stirring race by the British rider. Smith
once again outpaced his team-mate
Pol Espargaro on Sunday and finished
the race as the top satellite rider after
fighting with full factory men Andrea
Iannone and Marc Marquez in the clos-
ing stages of a thrilling race.

Smith has enjoyed a strong start
to the season with a blip at Jerez the
only blemish on his copybook so far.
The Englishman started the year un-
der huge pressure to justify his place
within the Yamaha Tech3 team, but he
has now moved back to within a point
of Cal Crutchlow in the fight to be the
best satellite rider.

At half-race distance Smith looked
set for a top four finish as he closed in on
Iannone and pulled away from
Marquez. In the end he lost out to the
factory pair.

“We were all doing similar times so
it meant lining up a pass was tough,”
said Smith. “The one time I could make
it happen, Marc lunged up the inside of
both of us! It was a shame because if I
had made that pass stick, the outcome
would have been a little bit different,
but I have to be happy with sixth.

Smith shows flashes of brilliance and a French
resiliance to end tough race as best-placed Brit

‘I brought 100%...
we were ahead of

the game and didn’t
expect to stay there’

BRADLEY SMITH

‘We couldn’t push,
when we did push

we made mistakes...
We need to regroup’

CAL CRUTCHLOW

“There’s a few things we need to im-
prove, to try and strengthen our armour
a bit in those type of conditions - to
be able to pass a little bit easier - and
there’s a few things that we can do. We
don’t have the resources of the factory
team so it’s a case of maximising what
we have with a few small details.”

On Friday Smith secured a personal
goal by topping the timesheets at the
end of the opening day’s free practice.

Sometimes you don’t know whether to

laugh or cry. Le Mans was like that for Cal

BRITISH

Cal Crutchlow and Scott Redding both
crashed out during the early stages of
the race on what was a very difficult day
for Honda riders. The Honda machines
were all limited on corner entry, and
even though Marquez avoided join-
ing his fellow factory riders in hitting
the deck he came close on numerous
occasions.

Crutchlow crashed because his foot

BATTLING BRADLEY

“I have to be hap-
py, I brought 100% on 
Friday, we were ahead 
of the game and we 
didn’t expect to stay 
there. We know that a 
factory team will have 
those little one percent-
ers that they keep on find-
ing during the weekend, and 
they always show the full hand 
on Sunday. I think after 20 laps in 
the race I was 12 seconds back, and 
then on the final eight laps I lost quite 
a lot of time in the tussle with Marc 
and Andrea.”

It is those ‘one percenters’ that have 
been making the difference for Rossi 
during race weekends and Smith needs 
to try and bridge that gap. Tech3 has 
traditionally been the strongest satel-
lite team on the grid, and even though 
Smith hasn’t had the speed of compa-
triot Cal Crutchlow he has been able to 
put together a solid start to the season. 
He has taken giant strides with his 
decision-making and it’s paid off on 
track with a much more competitive 
start to the season. Smith has been 
able to outshine Tech3 team-mate 
Espargaro, who has a factory Yamaha 
contract, and if he can secure strong 
results in the coming races he will be 
well-placed to earn an extension to his 
contract for 2016. His form compared 
to last year has started to impress pad-
dock insiders.

CRASHES FOR CAL AND SCOTT
dropped off the rear brake and he in-
stinctively grabbed some extra front 
brake but immediately locked the front 
causing his crash. However, the LCR 
Honda rider offered his insight into 
the difficulties that Honda riders had 
during the race.

“We couldn’t enter the corner,” said 
Crutchlow. “I think if you look at Marc’s 
overall time from today it’s very close 

to what won the race last year. The 
problem is... the winner today was 21 
seconds quicker. We couldn’t push, 
when we did push we made mistakes. 
You saw how many times Marc ran off 
the track when he pushed. We need to 
regroup, finish stronger and higher. 
We’ve had three Hondas crash and 
one finished a long way off. We know 
Marc should be able to finish higher.”

Redding had struggled for pace most 
of the weekend. The Marc VDS rider was 
able to get the bike to feel quite good but, 
as it has been for most of the season, he 
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Smith put in an 

impressively mature 

ride to hold off and 

gap Marquez for  

much of the race

Things are looking up for Laverty

Lowes’ soft tyre hindered his exit grip

Eugene Laverty claimed his first 
MotoGP points this weekend with a 14th 
place finish, but with Aspar team-mate 
Nicky Hayden finishing 11th Laverty 
was disappointed not to have the ma-
chinery to match the American. 

Laverty has struggled for rear grip 
throughout the season and has been 
requesting a new swingarm for some 
time, but had to look on as Hayden was 
given the new part at the Jerez test. 
Laverty is hoping to have the swingarm 
for next week’s race at Mugello.

After Sunday’s race Laverty was 
glad to get the monkey off his back 
and score some points. The Irish-
man made a good start from the back 
of the grid but had to avoid Hector 
Barbera at the first chicane and fell back 
to last place. From there he started to 
pick off his rivals and took advantage 
of crashes to finish 14th after closing 
a three-second gap to Bautista in the 
final third of the race.

Fourth place was Sam Lowes’ reward 
for another solid race weekend. The 
Moto2 title contender regretted his 
decision to use the softer tyre in the 
race and felt that with the harder 
compound he would have been able 
to fight for the win.

During the early stages of the race 
Lowes had no drive grip and was a 
sitting duck for Thomas Luthi, Johann 
Zarco and Tito Rabat, leaving him with 
a gap too great to bridge once their grip 
levels had also diminished. Coming 
away with another solid finish, how-
ever, was more proof of his new-found 
maturity. Lowes clearly understood the 
importance of adding another finish 
and claiming points towards the title.

“I gave it my best and we weren’t 
far off so I’m happy. It’s the third race 
weekend in a row without a crash and 
that’s another positive to take. I feel 
good at the minute.”

was having to ride on the ragged edge 
to consistently set that pace. A change 
during Sunday’s warm-up offered him 
a much more comfortable setting to 
aid his consistency, but the increase in 
track temperature that hurt the other 
Hondas also hurt Redding.

“We were just lacking a bit of front 
feel from the bike for him,” said crew 
chief Chris Pike. “Some of it is how he 
positions himself on the bike, some of 
it is how he brakes, but some of it is the 
bike setting as well. So we’ve got to 
balance out all of those things. We’ve 
had a lot of time on the bike, but as we 

learn more and more about the 
bike, our direction is changing.

“We’ve sort of been through 
all these processes learning the 
hard way. But every time we feel 
like we’ve made more progress. 
Today it was just bad luck, it was 
just one of those things. At least 
now he’s finding the lap time that 
he achieves a bit easier to stay 
there, whereas before, he was 
always stretching to the max to 
get there. It was very hard for him 
to be consistent. Now we seem to 
have a little more consistency.”

Redding’s still 

finding the limit 

of the RC213V

FIRST POINTS 
FOR LAVERTY

TYRE CHOICE 
LIMITS LOWES
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Andrea Dovizioso may not have been
able to run with the Yamahas at Le
Mans, but he was still able to secure
his fourth podium in five races and
stay in title contention. You’d have got
good odds at the bookies predicting
that level of turnaround from Ducati
in 2015 – and judging by their progress
there’s more to come.

The impact of last weekend’s race at
Le Mans goes beyond mere points and
another podium - Ducati are edging
ever closer to the race win and the next

Dovi in the mix again and
looking to exploit GP15
power to win at Mugello

‘Dovi is very

fast and very

consistent’
VALENTINO ROSSI
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WIN ON THE WAY

DUCATI EDGING 
CLOSER TO VICTORY

round of the championship at Mugello 
could be their best chance yet. 

The top speed advantage of the GP15, 
as seen by the ease with which Andrea 
Iannone could blast past Marc Marquez 
during their duel (see right), will give 
them a major trump card when MotoGP 
hits Mugello next week.

Having benefitted from the Factory 
Open Class rules and tested for two days 
at Mugello while their rivals stayed on 
at Jerez two weeks ago, team insiders 
confirmed to MCN that both riders 
lapped close to the circuit record, the 
Italian manufacturer is sure to be strong 
on home ground. Dovizioso is getting 
the most from the bike at the moment 
and it’s clear that once the team break 
through and claim their first win since 

2010 they could be capable of winning 
on a regular basis.

Valentino Rossi thinks that Ducati 
have the knowledge and riders to take 
the fight to Yamaha and Honda in the 
coming rounds.

“The balance will change week 
by week but I think that Marquez, 
Lorenzo, Dovizioso and myself will be 
fighting for the championship. Dovi 
is very fast and very consistent and in 
Mugello they set  a very good lap time in 
the test. Ducati are working very hard 
so I think they will be on the pace.”

Dovizioso felt that on Sunday the 
Ducati was too hard on its tyres in the 
early laps and it cost him badly in the 
final third of the race when he lost a 
lot of ground to the leaders. Despite 

missing out on the podium at Jerez –
the only time this year he has finished 
outside the top three – the former 125cc 
world champion is keen for Ducati to 
keep their feet on the ground.

“We have to be happy because we 
were back on the podium, we have al-
ready scored four podiums in five races, 
so this is really good,” said Dovizioso. 

“We don’t want to forget that but 
this was another confirmation that 
we are missing a little bit to fight 
for the victory. We had the speed at 
the beginning of the race, but when 
Lorenzo made a really incredible lap 
time I was unable to match him. 

“Maybe we are still using up the 
tyre too quickly, and after a few laps, 
I can’t keep the same lap time. But we 

are getting very close now.”
Perhaps the biggest confirmation 

of Ducati’s improvements came from 
Iannone. The Italian was hampered by a 
shoulder injury and suffering from arm 
pump but was still able to fight tooth 
and nail with double champion Marc 
Marquez. The Honda rider was clearly 
struggling throughout the race but the 
only way that he had half a chance of 
fighting was when Iannone was held 
back by shoulder pain.

“It’s strange, but I’m really happy 
with the race today,” said Iannone. “I 
think my performance was really good. 
It was a really difficult situation in the 
race. In the beginning I was strong, I 
had a good feeling with the bike, and 
it was possible to push hard. I followed 
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‘I was happy 
with my physical 
condition but still 
need to improve 
a little bit’
DANI PEDROSA

Dani Pedrosa had a solid return to ac-
tion at Le Mans after returning from 
surgery to cure arm pump. Pedrosa 
crashed in the early stages of the race 
but remounted to test his arm and make 
sure that he knew exactly where his 
recovery stands.

Understandably Pedrosa is lacking 
in arm strength and endurance having 
been off a MotoGP bike for two months, 
but after completing the full race dis-
tance he was adamant that any issues 
have been put behind him. Pedrosa had 
no explanation for his crash, saying: “I 
lost the front and I don’t know why.” 
The bike was damaged, the handle-
bar was bent and the throttle return 
wasn’t working, so Pedrosa’s pace was 
limited after his off, but with Le Mans 
effectively an outing to get back up to 
speed there was important informa-
tion to be gained just by continuing to 
circulate the track.

“I tried to make the race into a test 
for the arm,” said Pedrosa. “I was quite 
happy about my physical condition, 
I think I still need to improve a little 
bit, but I guess in the next weeks with 
the therapy I have to do, and with a 
little bit more loose riding, and some 
more laps, I can get a little better. So 

Andrea Iannone may have come off
second best in his fight with Marc

Marquez but he gained a legion
of new fans with his dogged
determination in trying to
snatch fourth from the cham-
pion. Trading places at what
seemed like every corner for

three laps, the duo painted a
perfect picture of what makes

MotoGP such a spectacle.
With front ends looking set to fold

in every braking zone, both were
completely on the limit and nothing
could take the shine off their battle
with Marquez still smiling about it
afterwards.

“That was fun! It’s the only part of
the race that I enjoyed,” said Marquez.
“It was a really nice battle. When I
reached Iannone I thought that we
would enjoy some laps.”

While Marquez was held back by the
same grip problem that affected all the
Hondas, Iannone was restricted by his

How long will it be

before Dovi climbs

onto the top step of

the MotoGP podium?

Dovi couldn’t hold off 

the Doctor this time, 

but Ducati will be 

strong at Mugello

Just in case you 

need to remind 

anyone why 

MotoGP 

beats F1

in general, there is a positive today.”
On Friday after his first run in prac-

tice Pedrosa admitted that getting his 
brain back up to speed was the biggest 
challenge. Having been off the bike for 
so long it was similar to the first test 
at Sepang where a rider has to get up 
to speed very quickly but everything 
soon feels natural again.

MARQUEZ AND 
IANNONE TOUGH IT OUT 

PEDROSA ON THE MEND

shoulder. Having dislocated it in test-
ing five days earlier, he had very little 
strength in his left arm for most of the 
race and as a result of compensating 
for the injury he suffered arm pump in 
his stronger arm. Mid-race it looked as 
though the discomfort was becoming 
too much for him as he was reeled in by 
Smith and Marquez, but he regrouped 
to have one of the most exciting battles 
witnessed in MotoGP.

“I pushed hard, I think 150%! My 
left arm was so weak it was like I didn’t 
have one, and I had arm pump with 
the right arm.”

Bradley Smith had the best seat in 
the house as he watched from sixth 
position. He said: “The Ducati was 
extremely fast out of corners and it can 
even pass Marc like he’s standing still 
down every straight. But the Hondas 
are able to brake really, really deep, or 
Marc is just able to brake really deep, 
so it makes him really difficult to line 
up and pass.” 

J o r g e 
and Dovi, 
so I had a 
good feeling.”

Ducati have 
been in the dol-
drums since Casey 
Stoner quit to join 
Honda but the progress 
that has been made since 
Gigi Dall’Igna came onboard 
last year has been marked. 
The Italian has righted a sink-
ing ship by changing Ducati’s 
working practices and while 
his work has been impressive so 
far, the biggest step will be when 
a Ducati rider can stand on top of 
the podium.
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Jorge Lorenzo was in a class of his own
at Le Mans – dominating Sunday’s race
after taking the lead at the first corner
and moving clear of the field as they
scrambled for grip and fought with
one another. Lorenzo had a disastrous
year in 2014 and with his team-mate,
Valentino Rossi, having won two early-
season races it seemed that the Yamaha
title fight would come from the yellow
side of the garage. However, over the
last two rounds Lorenzo has reasserted
himself with fantastic race wins at both
Jerez and Le Mans.

Lorenzo has rallied his crew around
him in recent weeks and come out
fighting. With Ramon Forcada (crew
chief), Wilco Zeelenberg (team manag-
er) and the rest of his crew, Lorenzo has
been able to strike key blows in recent
races and Sunday was the instalment
in an epic comeback that sees him very
much in the thick of the title fight.

Lorenzo may have led every lap but
he had to dig deep mid-race when Rossi
moved into second and started to close
him down. But when he needed to,
Lorenzo was able to stretch his gap to
over two seconds.

we have the talent, but we need all the 
circumstances to be right. Marc is going 
to win races and be competitive - we 
cannot write him off. 

“Obviously we have this advantage 
in points and we have to try to keep it. 
The Honda is the same or even a little 
bit better than last year, but luckily for 
us, we have improved – particularly in 
braking and corner entry. So we have 
kept our strength of corner speed and 
acceleration without losing too much 
in the braking area.”

Lorenzo is absolutely right not to 
discount Marquez, given what the 
champion has achieved over the last 
two years, there is now a 33-point 
deficit for Marquez to overcome in the 
standings and it’s going to be a slog to 
get back on terms with the Yamaha 
riders. The next two rounds are cru-
cial for Lorenzo but with Mugello 
and Catalunya having always 
been favourable tracks for him, 
Marquez is going to have to 
work extra hard to get his title 
challenge on track.

Spaniard rules at Le Mans to heap pressure on Rossi in title race

‘This year we have 
a great bike, very 

complete, so we are 
in a sweet moment’

JORGE LORENZO

“The problem was in the middle of 
the race when I saw Valentino coming 
in second place, he was reducing the gap 
a little bit, so I had to ride even better 
and brake later and ride with more ag-
gression in the corner. And it worked! I 
improved by three tenths, which gave 
me more of a gap. This second victory 
gives us a lot of confidence, but also 
we demonstrated our potential for 
the championship. This year we have 
a great bike, very complete, so we are 
in a great position and we must make 
as much profit from it as we can.”

In the same way as he dismissed 
critics who had written him off at the 
start of the year, Lorenzo was at pains 
not to underestimate the threat from 
reigning champion Marc Marquez.

“I was very far from Valentino before 
the Jerez race, and some people said I 
was in crisis,” the Spaniard comment-
ed. “Probably some will say Marquez 
is in crisis because of these races. But 
you know myself, Marc, Valentino, 

Two wins in a row 

and former champ 

Lorenzo is right back 

in title contention
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Rossi was 

menacing but the 

day belonged 

to Lorenzo
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Lorenzo sees his team as a band of Spartan warriors. It’s eccentric but it works

Nobody could get close to Lorenzo

CORNER

Has Yamaha out-developed Honda?
The stats say that it’s four-one in their
favour and with both riders at the top of
the championship, the blue machines
clearly seem to have the edge. The speed
of the Honda RC213v and Marc Marquez
are beyond question, but the one thing
that became clear at Le Mans was that
the YZR-M1 seems to be a bike with a
much bigger operating window.

The Honda riders struggled to adapt
to the much warmer track conditions 
on Sunday, the temperature rose by
almost 20°C, with Cal Crutchlow, Scott 
Redding and Dani Pedrosa all crashing 
within a couple of laps of each either.
And with Marquez finishing 20 seconds 
off the win, it is clear they can’t get the 
most from its package.

When the conditions are spot on the
Honda is still the fastest bike on the
grid, as proved by Marquez’s pole po-
sitions, and indeed Crutchlow’s speed
last weekend (that saw him qualify
fourth), but France showed that the
Yamaha is an easier beast to adjust
to changing conditions. Despite not
having time to set the bike up properly
for the conditions Lorenzo managed
to dominate with Rossi able to come
through the field. Marquez, on the 
other hand, went backwards.  

What we saw on Sunday isn’t set 
in stone for the rest of the year, but at 
the moment Honda need to up their 
game and halt the momentum that has 
shifted towards Yamaha with three 
consecutive wins.

No premier class racer has gone on
to win the world title after finishing
off the rostrum in the first three
races of the year, but Jorge Lorenzo
could change all that.

Lorenzo was at his imperious
best at Le Mans and after taking
the lead on the opening lap he was
never passed. His riding style has
always meant that if he can get an
open track and pick his lines he
is able to set fast times and break
away from the pack – and Le Mans
was no exception. Throughout the
weekend I spoke to a few riders
about Lorenzo and the general
consensus is that he is back at his
best and when he’s on this kind of
form he’s almost impossible to beat.

On Sunday he ran great cor-
ner speed and that allowed him
to take advantage of the biggest
problem affecting Honda – a lack
of front end feel in the early laps.

‘On this kind of
form he’s almost

impossible
to beat’

MOTOGP REPORTER

OPINION 
STEVE ENGLISH

JORGE JOINS 
EPIC MOTOGP 
TITLE FIGHT

Whether it was the Dunlop rubber 
from Moto2 laid on the track or the 
higher track temperatures, the 
Honda couldn’t get enough grip to 
be ridden aggressively whereas the 
Yamaha could take its normal lines 
and glide through apexes.

The die isn’t yet cast for the 
season and Rossi is riding bet-
ter than ever and still leads the 
title chase. But Lorenzo is clos-
ing in and looking ominous. 
With Marquez out of sorts and 
Pedrosa all over the place, it would 
take a brave person to bet against 
Lorenzo’s at the next MotoGP round 
in Mugello. He’s been on the po-
dium there for the last six years. 
The Majorcan is looking poised 
to overcome his 15-point deficit 
to Rossi, yet there are bound to be 
a few more twists and turn yet as 
this intriguing season unfolds. And 
what happens when there’s a wet 
race? Lorenzo has suffered a huge 
crisis in confidence in the damp 
since a huge crash in Assen in 2013.

YAMAHA IS HAMMERING HONDA

Valentino Rossi was nowhere near the 
front of the field for most of the Le Mans 
weekend but when points were up for 
grabs on Sunday he did what he needed 
to do. The nine-times world champion 
has been able to find solutions to set-
up problems in Qatar, Argentina and 
Le Mans and has managed to get good 
finishes, despite some pretty lowly 
grid positions.

The combination of Rossi’s experi-
ence and crew chief Silvano Galbusera’s 
increasing knowledge of the Yamaha M1 
has proved a very potent combination 
over the last year, and once again the 
duo found a answer to their problems 
in morning warm-up.

“I’m so happy because we were 
struggling too much dur-
ing practice,” said Rossi.
“I was worried after the 
warm-up because we 
weren’t fast enough, so
we decided to gamble a bit 
for the race and the bike 
was fantastic. We changed 
the balance of the bike, a
different setting for the rear
tyre to help acceleration and

we improved the braking a lot too.”
Those setting gambles have been 

paying off for Rossi this year and hav-
ing stood on the podium at each race in 
2015, he has led the championship all 
the way. But Rossi’s outright qualifying 
pace appears to have deserted him – he 
has secured just 11 front rows in the past 
six years – but when the lights go out 
on race day he retains the confidence 
to push incredibly hard on the opening 
lap and scythe through to the front.

Rossi is riding better than ever and 
in full flow during races he truly is a 
sight to behold. At the moment he’s 

back to being the top dog 
on the MotoGP grid and 
he’s clearly revelling in 
once again striking fear 
into his championship 
rivals. Lorenzo’s form at 
the moment will worry 

Rossi but as long as the 
last-minute set-up 

solutions keep com-
ing he’ll be confident 

every time he lines 
up on the grid. And he 

won’t mind a wet race.

SET-UP GAMBLE 
KEEPS ROSSI ON TOP

2015 Stats aft er 
fi ve rounds

Wins Yamaha 4 
Honda 1 Ducati 0

Podiums Yamaha 7 
Honda 3 Ducati 5

Pole positions Yamaha 1 
Honda 3 Ducati 1

Last minute bike 

changes paid off 

for team Rossi
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LE MANS MOTOGP

Rossi and Lorenzo hammer Honda to extend title lead

Anyone would 

think Yamaha had 

already taken the 

championship
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