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The Mustang® has been a favorite of customers for years. Updated with 
21st century technology, the Mustang XSP is sure to become a popular 
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GEAR THAT
TRIES YOU ON

FOR SIZE.

In 1990 a Navy SEAL was navigating a minefield when his pack failed. As his gear tumbled to the ground, 
he vowed that if he got out of there alive he would make gear the right way. Today this obsession with 
quality applies to everything we do. We’re constantly researching, refining and perfecting every detail 
to provide gear that won’t let you down. Because we’re not just making stuff. We’re honoring a vow. 

™
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Summer is finally here. 
The weather is warming, and

those of you not responsible for the
publication of a monthly magazine
can probably sneak away for a
week or two of vacation.

Summer holidays provide a
chance to travel to or through
places with intriguing names. Grow-
ing up, I was exposed to tales of
gold-rush-era settlements such as
Chucklehead Diggings and Mugfuz-
zle Flat, which hooked me on place
names. None of these survived the
subsequent bust, but other
uniquely named towns, waterways,
and mountain ranges continue to
this day.

According to George R. Stew-
art, author of “Names on the Land,”
place names often come from liter-
ary influences, religious or mytho-
logical names. Others derive from
dedicatory celebrations. For exam-
ple, 31 states have named a county
after George Washington. Place
names can be descriptive or come
from incidents, both memorable
and not so.

Some, however, are related to
firearms, so if you have a little time
set aside for a summer trip, here are
a few spots that readers of Gun
World may wish to visit.

Pistol River, an unincorporated
community in southwestern Ore-
gon, was named in 1853 when a
militia soldier named James Mace
lost his pistol in a river during the
Rogue River Wars. The river took on
that name, and the town that came
later followed suit.

A similar incident named Rifle,
Colo., in 1880 when a man left his
long gun near a stream but was un-
able to find it upon his return.

WHAT’S IN A NAME?

Other 
memorable 
names have 

nothing to do with
guns and running

water.

“
”

Cartridge Creek—now part of
the Kings Canyon National Park
near Fresno, Calif.—earned its name
in the 1870s when a young hunter
standing along its banks became so
excited while sighting in a bear that
he ejected the cartridges from his
Winchester without firing.

Gunbarrel Creek, near Cody,
Wyo., became so because an old
gun barrel was found there. In Mary-
land, the joining of two freshwater
rivers, Big Gunpowder Falls and Lit-
tle Gunpowder Falls, forms the
Gunpowder River, a popular fishing
destination on the western side of
Chesapeake Bay. Although the
exact origin of the name is lost to
time, it dates to 1658.

Other memorable names have
nothing to do with guns and run-
ning water. Trigger Mountain in
Texas was named because of a 
rock formation that resembled an
inverted trigger. Sixshooter Draw,
also in Texas, lies in southern Pecos
County, west of U.S. Highway 395.

Popular opinion holds that the
name came from a six-shooter-
shaped cattle brand used in the late
1800s in that area rather than from
a particular incident. 

But if you can’t find your way
clear to visit any of these loca-
tions, or if you don’t feel up to a
hike to the top of Gunstock Knob,
W.Va., I hope you have a terrific
summer anyway. GW

UP FRONT

By Craig Hodgkins
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We’ve Done It Again

When we came out with the AXIS XP a few years back, it totally changed 

what hunters expected from an “entry-level” rifle
. With accuracy that beat 

anything at its price and beyond, it quickly became one of the most popular 

rifle packages in America. We’ve done it again with the AXIS II XP. We took 

everything that made the AXIS great, and added our legendary AccuTrigger 

and a Weaver KASPA™ scope (MSRP $150), which comes mounted and 

boresighted. All you need to do is open the box, fine tune the zero and hunt.
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NEW
PRODUCTS

NEW & IMPROVED
From Triggers to Scopes, These New Products Will
Improve Your Tactical Performance

GEISSELE CUSTOM TAVOR TRIGGER
It’s no secret that the TAVOR rifle from Israel

Weapon Industries (IWI) has sold very well since
it was introduced last year. This bullpup is very
reliable, but some owners have desired a
lighter trigger pull. Geissele Automatics makes
excellent triggers for semi-automatic and se-
lect-fire rifles, and they're now introducing one
for the TAVOR.

Geissele's Super TAVOR Trigger comes fully
assembled in a trigger housing.  Installation is
simple. Remove the TAVOR trigger housing,
drop in the Geissele unit and replace the hous-
ing retaining pins. No adjustments are needed.
Once installed, pull weight drops to 3.5 pounds,
which is about 60 percent lighter than the fac-
tory-installed TAVOR trigger.

When tested at the Big 3 Conference, the
Geissele Super TAVOR Trigger proved very fast
and precise. Trigger pull was smooth, light and
very consistent. This new trigger will be available
directly from Geissele in the near future. 

MSRP: $350

www.geissele.com

Reviews & Photos by Dr. Martin A. Topper

HUNTERTOWN ARMS AR 
TAKEDOWN CONVERSION

Up until now, there really hasn't been a good
way to make a gas impingement AR-pattern rifle
more compact for transport and storage. A tele-
scoping stock will trim a few inches off the back end,
but the rifle is still pretty long and won't fit into a
backpack or other short case.

Huntertown Arms solved the problem by devel-
oping an adapter kit that allows a traditional AR to
be separated into two sections by removing the bar-
rel and forend as a single unit, which is less than 18
inches long. The disassembled rifle fits easily in a
backpack when the stock is telescoped to its short-
est length. When uncased, the rifle can be reassem-
bled in less than 30 seconds, making it an ideal rifle
for packing into a remote hunting area. When it’s 
reassembled, the rifle returns to zero, eliminating the
need to re-sight the rifle.

The conversion kit requires gunsmith installa-
tion and will be available soon.

MSRP: $149

www.huntertownarms.com. 
A Huntertown Takedown-modified AR can be easily unpacked and assembled in
about a half-minute.

Long-range shooters will soon be
able to buy a Geissele Super TAVOR
Trigger with a 3.5-pound trigger pull.
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RS PRODUCTS RSREGULATE 
AK SCOPE MOUNT

Owners of AK-pattern rifles are often frustrated
when it comes to mounting optics on their rifle's side
rail. That's because AK receivers aren't standardized. Up
until now, AK owners had to find the mounts that fit
their particular model of rifle if they wanted to align an
optic with the bore. 

RS Products of Chesterfield, Mich., has developed a
mounting system that makes it easy to mount almost
any red-dot or telescopic sight on almost any AK. The
RSRegulate two-piece optical mounts have a lower unit
that locks onto the side rail and an adjustable upper
unit that cantilevers the optic over the receiver where it
can be adjusted to line up with the bore. The lower
and upper components are made of 6061-T6 alu-
minum and come in several configurations depending
upon the type of optic being mounted. Mounts are
available from a number of distributors and cost 
approximately $180 to $200 for combination
lower/upper unit with mounting screws.

MSRP: $180-200

www.rsregulate.com

MGI'S MULTI-
CALIBER
MARCK-15
HYDRA

Hunters who
use AR-pattern
rifles for a variety
of game often 
invest thousands
of dollars buying
several rifles and
optics. MGI Mili-
tary of Old Town,
Maine, has a more
cost-effective
approach with its

Marck-15 Hydra rifle. This unique modular rifle can
be converted to another caliber in about 90 sec-
onds. Depending upon whether you just need another
barrel or need the entire barrel, magazine well and
bolt conversion kit, a person can change his rifle
from one caliber to another for between $200 to
$500. Compared to the cost of a new rifle and
optic, that's a savings of at least $1,000.

The Marck-15 Hydra will handle just about any
caliber from .223 Rem/5.56 NATO to .50 Beowulf.

MSRP: $1,299

www.mgi-military.com

SAVVY SNIPERS QD
2-POINT TO 1-POINT
QD/MS SLING

Anyone who has ever
bought a sling for a tacti-
cal rifle knows how frus-
trating it can be to mount
a sling only to find out
that you really need one
that has a one-point 
attachment rather than
two points of attach-
ment. This is especially
important for law 
enforcement officers and
tactical match competi-
tors who like a two-point
sling for easy carry and
off-hand shooting and a

handy one-point sling for CQB.
Brian Alford, a SWAT officer who owns Savvy

Sniper, has come up with a solution for this dilemma.
It's a two-point sling that quickly converts to a one-
point in a matter of seconds. Offered in two different
models: The Quad Dual QD MS uses Mount-N-Slot
attachments, and the Cobra version uses high-end
Cobra Austri Alpin tri-glide and buckle components
with MS QD mounts. 

MSRP: $84.95 (standard version), $124.95 (Cobra)

www.savvysniper.com

PDQ's AR Bolt Release
There are many great features on AR rifles, but

the bolt release is rarely one of them. Speed reload-
ing an AR is a fairly simple procedure until you go to
release the bolt. At that point, you either have to
slap the bolt release with your left palm or hunt for
the release and press it with your thumb or index
finger. Either way, time is lost, regardless if you
shoot right or left-handed.

But what if a right-hander could just reach up
with the right index finger and press a lever to release
the bolt and a left-hander could just reach up with
the right thumb? The ambidextrous PDQ release
from Teal Blue Bravo makes this possible. This one-
piece device has a traditional AR Bolt release on the
left side of the lower receiver and a lever on the right
side. I tried it at the Big 3 Tactical Conference and
wondered why the AR wasn't designed this way in
the first place.  

MSRP: $59.95

www.tealbluebravo.com

The author tried out an AK-47 with an
Aimpoint Micro sight at the Big 3 Confer-
ence in Daytona Beach, Fla. The mount
placed the optic in perfect position for
offhand shooting.

The Savvy
Sniper Quad

Dual QD sling
on this TAVOR

transitions
quickly from
two-point to

one-point 
attachment,
providing its

user with
maximum

flexibility in
the field.

The PDQ bolt release provides a lever on the right side of the AR lower
receiver above and behind the magazine release button. It makes 
reloads much faster for both right- and left-handed shooters.

Mack Gwinn, 
President of MGI-

Military, demonstrates
the Marck-15 Hydra at

the Big 3 Conference in
Daytona Beach, Fla.
This remarkable AR

can be converted into
a new caliber in about 

90 seconds.
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We do the research so you don’t have to.
ASK the
EXPERTS

OUR JUNE EXPERTS:
Leroy Thompson is an internationally recognized authority on weapons and tactics and is the author of 50 books.
His current feature on the DoubleTap Defense derringer may be found on Page 22.

Thomas C. Tabor is Gun World’s resident hunting columnist and routinely goes afield in pursuit of small birds, large
game and good stories. His review of the Savage B-Mag and the .17 WSM cartridge may be found on Page 54.

ROMANIAN

Question: I’ve seen advertise-
ments for the Romanian Dra-
gunov at prices that do not
seem that high considering
how scarce Dragunov rifles are.
Are these Romanian rifles the
same as a Russian Dragunov?

Alex T., Laredo, Texas

Leroy Thompson Answers: The
rifle that is sometimes called the
“Romanian Dragunov” (or Roman-
ian SVD) looks much like the Russ-
ian rifle, but it is actually quite a bit
different. Designated the PSL, this
rifle is actually based on the RPK
light machine gun and uses the
Kalashnikov long, strong gas-piston
action. It was designed to serve the
purpose that DMRs (Designated
Marksman Rifles) serve in other

armed forces, allowing its user to
reach out further and more accu-
rately than could troops armed with
the AKM rifle.

Because it uses the Kalash-
nikov action, the PSL is very reliable
and functions well in harsh environ-
ments with little maintenance. Its
stock is rather short to allow use in
cold weather over heavy clothing.
As a result, many Americans who
try it find it uncomfortable. Another
interesting aspect of the stock not
present on Russian Dragunovs is a
spring-loaded buttplate that cush-
ions recoil. 

One of the best features of the
PSL is its 4X scope, which is pro-
duced by the Romanian optical
company I.O.R., known for quality.
The PSL sees a lot of use by Iraqi
and Afghan troops as they are 
familiar with the AKM action. 

An Afghan National Army soldier armed with a PSL. (U.S. Army) ... The PSL 
is very reliable 

and functions 
well in harsh 

environments ... 

“
”

RIFLE

GW-1407-EXPERTS-12-13.EP  4/29/14  12:28 AM  Page 12
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Question: With feral pigs
spreading throughout the U.S.,
I'd like to set up a rifle specifi-
cally to hunt them. I’m consid-
ering my .243 Remington rifle,
but it wears a 4x12x scope and
that may be a bit too much
magnification for a pig
scope. I've been told most
hogs are generally shot at
fairly close range. Should I
look into another type of
scope or sight? And if so, what
would you recommend?

Joe M., Minneapolis, Minn.

Tom Tabor Answers: You are
absolutely right about the spread 
of feral pigs. I’ve been told that
feral hogs are currently found in 48
of our 50 states, and there are pre-
dictions that they will spread to
the remaining two states in the
next decade. 

These pigs do a great deal of
damage, but on the plus side, they
have created a great deal of new
hunting opportunities. You are also
right about the distance at which

most hogs are shot. In most cases
hogs are shot at or under 100 yards.
This is largely due to a couple of
factors. First, pigs are most often
found in and around brushy habitat,
like that found in many parts of
Texas. And second, due to the
species’ inherent poor eyesight,
they can be approached at very
close range without detection.

Your 4-12x scope wouldn't be
my first choice for hogs. In a pinch,
you could possibly use it on your
.243, but there are better choices
out there. A low-power variable
scope—maybe something in the
area of a 1.5-5x—would be a good
choice, but as an alternative, you
might consider a red-dot sight like

those produced by Aimpoint. While
these typically have no magnifica-
tion, they produce excellent results
at close to moderate range and
often surprise me even at longer
range. I have used several of these
sights from Aimpoint and other
manufacturers and have always
been extremely impressed with
their abilities. The manufacturers
frequently recommend using these
sights with both eyes open, which
provides the shooter a wider field 
of view and allows for quicker 
target acquisition. GW

HOG OPTICS

... Feral hogs 
are currently

found in 48 of our
50 states ...
“

”

Leupold & Stevens offers
the VX and VX-R Hog 
Series, and these low-
magnification variable 
powered scopes work very
well in this application.

Aimpoint produces a wide variety of red-dot sights that work perfectly for pig hunting. This 9000SC NV
Sight is mounted on Tabor’s .243 Remington Model 700 BDL rifle.

GW-1407-EXPERTS-12-13.EP.CX  5/6/14  11:45 PM  Page 13
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Story & Photos by Mike DickersonTOTAL 
ECLIPSE

The New Browning X-Bolt Eclipse Hunter
Rifle Is Cleverly Engineered, Exceptionally
Well Built and a Head-Turner at the Range.

GW-1407-ECLIPSE-14-21.EPric  4/28/14  2:02 AM  Page 14
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We self-confessed
rifle loonies come
in all shapes and

sizes and with wildly diverg-
ing likes and dislikes. This is
evident in our preferences
for rifle stocks. Some of us
swoon over richly figured,
high-grade walnut rifle
stocks. Others go weak in
the knees at the sight of gar-
ishly colored synthetic
stocks that make tradition-
alists (like me) cringe.

The author reports that the new Hunter Eclipse X-
Bolt rifle, in addition to shooting accurately, draws
attention at the range due the rifle’s unique styling.

GW-1407-ECLIPSE-14-21.EPric  4/28/14  2:02 AM  Page 15
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While I am afflicted with a
fondness for fine and expensive
wood stocks, I have nothing against
tastefully done synthetic stocks, in-
cluding some in camo patterns. In
recent years, however, I must con-
fess to a newly acquired weakness
for well executed laminated stocks.

And that’s a good place to
begin our review of the newest 
incarnation of the Browning X-Bolt
rifle, the Eclipse Hunter, because the
most obvious difference between
the new rifle and other X-Bolt mod-
els is a laminated thumbhole stock,
complete with Monte Carlo cheek
piece. To my eye, it’s aesthetically
pleasing, and aesthetics have long
been an important part of the
Browning mystique, right down to
the ubiquitous Buckmark logo. 

But what advantages, if any,
does the thumbhole stock offer
over traditional stock designs?

TALKING STOCK
That’s a great topic for a camp-

fire debate because few hunters are
neutral on the subject. Some purely
love thumbhole stocks. Others hate
them with the heat of 10 thousand
suns. This rifle looney’s stance on
the issue is this: It depends.

Thumbhole stocks are not my
first choice for a stalking gun used
in situations where you may have to
shoot quickly. That’s partly because
some thumbhole stocks are quite
heavy (this one isn’t) and partly
because the simple act of moving
your thumb to manipulate the
safety can be a little awkward and,
without practice, a tad slower than
with a traditional stock.

On the other hand, I very sel-
domly find myself in situations
where I have to shoot all that

quickly, and thumbhole stocks do
offer certain advantages. The
most important of these are a more
relaxed grip for the wrist and, assum-
ing the stock fits your hand cor-
rectly, more consistent finger
placement on the trigger and 
improved trigger control. This really
becomes evident when you have to
shoot from a stationary position for
any period of time, such as at the
bench, or from a blind or stand.
That’s why thumbhole stocks are
favored by many who habitually
pursue predators and varmints.

Some even claim the benefit 
of reduced felt recoil, as your thumb
and palm absorb some recoil 
impulse along with your shoulder,
but this largely depends upon the
cartridge you’re shooting. With
truly heavy-kicking rifles, you
might find that a thumbhole stock
delivers more punishment than
your thumb prefers.

WELL ENGINEERED AND 
EXECUTED

Of course, there’s a lot more to
this rifle than the stock, and X-Bolt
fans won’t be disappointed in this
model. It comes with all the refine-
ments that made the X-Bolt such
a significant departure from the 
A-Bolt.

The push-feed action employs
a machined bolt with three large,
evenly spaced lugs and a gener-
ously sized extractor. A bolt unlock
button, which lets you open the bolt
with the tang safety engaged, sits

conveniently atop the bolt handle.
The only thing I don’t like in this
arrangement is the shiny surface of
the bolt itself, but that’s a minor bit
of nitpicking.

I am, however, seriously picky
about triggers on hunting rifles, and
I’m pleased to report that Brown-
ing’s three-lever “Feather Trigger”
hits the mark. There’s no discernible
creep, and the trigger on our test
rifle broke crisply at an average
weight of 3 pounds, 8 ounces. It’s
adjustable to a pull weight of 
between 3 and 5 pounds. If this
were my rifle, I would immediately
crank it down to minimum let-off
and live happily with the results.

The barrel of the rifle is free-
floated (I checked) by virtue of bed-
ding the action fore and aft. The
bedding is well executed and a
clear improvement over the bed-
ding I’ve seen on some older A-Bolt
rifles. Barrels, which sport recessed
muzzle crowns, are “triple checked”
for interior finish and straightness
and are air-gauged for uniformity,
according to Browning.

There’s a lot to like about the
rifle’s detachable polymer maga-
zine. First, it’s tough. Don’t let the
word “polymer” fool you, as this
magazine can take some punish-
ment. It sits tight and flush with the
bottom of the rifle, and the rotary
design feeds cartridges smoothly
and directly in line with the bolt.

In the field,
this rifle will

get the job
done ...
“

”
For testing, the author
mounted a Bushnell Elite 6500
2.5-16X42mm scope with DOA
600 reticle.
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SCOPED FOR DEAD-ON ACCURACY

The rifle scope that I used with the test rifle has become one of my favorites when higher
magnification is desired. The Bushnell Elite 6500 model used offers six-times magnification,
from 2.5x to 16x, and the flexibility to drop down in power when desirable in the field. One
feature I-really liked at the range was the scope’s side parallax adjustment. This is especially
helpful to those of us who wear corrective lenses and sometimes find that scope focus
differently for us than for those with normal vision.

In addition to the parallax adjustment and high-quality glass you would expect from a
scope in this class, the Elite 6500 offers all the usual features expected of a premium scope
these days. This particular model has a 30 mm tube and 42 mm objective with multi-coated
lenses. The optics are also treated with a patented, permanent water-repellent coating for
clear performance in bad weather.

Although these scopes are available with a number of reticles, the one I tested had Bushnell’s
DOA 600 reticle. The DOA, or “Dead-On Accurate,” reticles provide precise extended-yardage
aiming points to help you shoot accurately out to 600 yards with a centerfire rifle. It’s compatible
with most of today’s popular hunting loads and even has a “rack bracket” to help with field
judging a whitetail or mule deer buck in the field.  

While I haven’t had a chance to test this scope at 600 yards, these types of reticles usually
work well if you take the time to verify aiming points with preferred hunting ammo so that you
know with certainty what the point of impact will be at various ranges when using the appropriate
corresponding aiming point with a properly zeroed rifle.

The argon-purged scope is guaranteed to be 100-percent waterproof, fog-proof and
shockproof. In fact, under Bushnell’s “Bulletproof” guarantee, if you’re not completely satisfied
with your scope, you can return it, no questions asked, for a full refund of the purchase price.

The release catch is attached to the
front of the magazine, and I found it
easy to quickly pop magazines in
and out of the rifle with one hand.
Ergonomically speaking, it’s a great
design, and the magazine holds
four rounds in standard calibers
and three rounds in short-mag
chamberings. If you’re looking for a
short-mag rifle, this alone makes
the X-Bolt worthy of consideration.

Another clever bit of engineer-
ing can be found in the rifle’s Inflex
recoil pad. Instead of allowing the
recoil impulse to travel straight to
the rear, the pad’s internal ribs com-
press in a way that pulls the comb
of the stock down and away from
the shooter’s face, effectively less-
ening felt recoil.

This rifle has some characteris-
tics that you simply can’t appreci-
ate until you handle it personally
and examine the rifle closely. Cut
checkering on the forearm provides
a sure grip and is nicely executed.
Compared to many factory rifles
these days, overall fit and finish on
the rifle I tested was exceptional.
The X-Bolt is a well engineered
product, but attention to detail dur-
ing the manufacturing process really
sets this rifle apart. On that meas-
ure, the Eclipse Hunter leaves many

With a pleasing combination of high comb and low scope mount, the author found that the stock of
the Hunter Eclipse allowed the scope reticle to align with the eye very quickly.

From the fi rst shot 25 years 
ago, the X Bullet® shattered 
bones and records. Today, 
that technology is loaded 
into every round of Barnes 
VOR-TX® Ammunition - the 
ultimate in accuracy, terminal 
performance and handloaded 
precision in a factory loaded 
round. Available in standard 
rifl e, metric, dangerous game 
and handgun cartridges.
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BROWNING X-BOLT ECLIPSE HUNTER RIFLE .30-06

LOAD AVG. MUZZLE AVG. 100-YARD BEST 100-YARD
VELOCITY (FPS) GROUP (INCHES) GROUP (INCHES)

Barnes VOR-TX 180-grain 2,687 1.00 0.93
TTSX

Federal Vital-Shok 2,806 1.27 0.85
165-grain Nosler Balllistic Tip

Hornady American Whitetail 2,795 0.93 0.74
150-grain Interlock

Hornady Custom Lite 2,543 1.26 1.13
Reduce Recoil 125-grain SST

Winchester 168-grain 2,867 1.12 1.10
Ballistic Silvertip

Winchester Power Max 2,872 1.46 1.30
Bonded 150-grain PHP

Note: All test groups fired with wind varying 8 to 20 mph.

other factory rifles in the dust.
The rifle is available in .270

WSM and .300 WSM with 23-inch
barrels. Offerings in traditional cal-
ibers include .243 Win, 7mm-08
Rem, .270 Win, .308 Win and .30-
06 Springfield in rifles with 22-inch
barrels. You can also get it in .25-06
Rem with a 24-inch barrel as well
as 7mm Rem Mag and .300 Win
Mag with 26-inch barrels. Weight
varies between 6 pounds, 7 ounces,
and 7 pounds, 8 ounces, depending
on caliber.

AESTHETIC ACCURACY
As pleased as I was with the

rifle’s aesthetics, I couldn’t wait to
see if its performance at the range
matched its good looks. To find out,
I mounted a 2.5-16X42 mm Bush-
nell Elite 6500 scope on Talley
lightweight one-piece scope
mounts. Thanks to the Eclipse
Hunter’s short, 60-degree bolt lift
and flattened knob on the bold
handle, I was able to use low
mounts without any difficulty, even
with the scope’s 42 mm objective
lens. With the rifle’s pleasing com-
bination of high comb and low
scope mount, the scope reticle
aligned with the eye very quickly.

The Talley mounts, long a per-
sonal favorite, matched up per-
fectly with the X-Bolt’s unique

The author found the Eclipse
Hunter’s 60-degree bolt lift to
be both fast in the field and
helpful in mounting scope in
low mounts.

The Hunter Eclipse shot well at the bench.
Overall average group size, for all tested
ammo, was 1.18 inches.
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The rotary detachable magazine fits flush with
the bottom of the rifle and blends well with its
rounded, snag-free edges.

The Inflex recoil pad compresses in a way that
pulls the comb of the stock down and away from
the shooter’s face, effectively lessening felt recoil.

The X-Bolt’s excellent “Feather Trigger” has no
discernible creep and is adjustable to a pull
weight of between 3 and 5 pounds.

The Eclipse Hunter has a tang-mounted, two-
position safety. It works in conjunction with a bolt-
release button located on top of the bolt handle.

X-Bolt fans
won’t be 

disappointed in
this model.
“

”“X-Lock” scope-mounting system,
which uses four screws per base 
instead of the usual two screws.
This resulted in a rock-solid mount
with absolutely accurate placement
on the receiver.

After checking torque settings
on the action screws (they were
correct) and bore-sighting the rifle, I
proceeded to see what it could do
from the bench pushing five factory
rounds of various bullet weights
over my Competitive Edge Dynam-
ics M2 chronograph. 

Velocity of factory ammo can
vary considerably from rifle to rifle,
and that proved to be the case with
the Eclipse Hunter. Four of five
loads clocked average velocities
below factory-stated velocities out
of the rifle’s 22-inch barrel, which
isn’t really surprising. Only Federal’s
Vital-Shok load with 165-grain
Nosler Ballistic Tip bullets man-
aged to meet (and barely exceed)
factory-stated velocity. Hornady’s
Custom Lite reduced-recoil 125-
grain SST load showed the greatest
variation, running some 157 fps
behind published velocity.

Hornady’s American Whitetail
load with 150-grain Interlock bullets
also ran a bit more than 100 fps
slower than advertised but other-
wise turned in a stellar perform-
ance. This round, which is priced
considerably below many premium
ammo brands, stole the accuracy
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SPECIFICATIONS

Browning X-Bolt 
Eclipse Hunter

Action: 60-degree lift,

push-feed bolt action

Caliber: .30-06 Spring-

field, as tested

Stock: Monte Carlo

wood laminate 

thumbhole

Finish: Blued

Barrel: 22 inches, free

floated

Sights: None, drilled

and tapped

Magazine Capacity:

Four in standard calibers

Overall Length: 42 7/8

inches

Weight: 7 pounds, 5

ounces, unloaded, 

without scope

MSRP: $1,019.99

show by turning in sub-MOA aver-
age groups (0.93 inch) and a best
group measuring 0.74 inch. If I fed
this rifle only factory ammo and
spent most of my time shooting
whitetails from blinds, I’d go with
this load and never look back.
Another great performer was
Barnes’ VOR-TX 180-grain TTSX
load, which turned in a best group
measuring 0.93 inch and average
groups measuring exactly 1 inch.
That was no surprise as the Barnes
TTSX ammo is some of the most
consistently accurate factory
ammo I’ve tested across a range of
rifles and calibers.

Another 
clever bit of 

engineering can
be found in the

rifle’s Inflex 
recoil pad.

“
”

This photo illustrates the nicely 
executed checkering on the forearm
of the laminated stock.

With a pleasing combination of high comb and
low scope mount, the author found that the stock
of the Hunter Eclipse allowed the scope reticle to
align with the eye very quickly.
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SOURCES:

Barnes Bullets
www.barnesbullets.com

Browning Firearms
www.browning.com

Bushnell
www.bushnell.com

Competitive Edge Dynamics
www.cedhk.com

Federal Premium Ammunition
www.federalpremium.com

Hornady Manufacturing Company
www.hornady.com

Nagel’s Gun Shop
www.nagelsguns.net

Talley Manufacturing
www.talleymanufacturing.com

Winchester Ammunition
www.winchester.com

Overall average group size, for
all tested ammo, was 1.18 inches.
The average size of the best groups,
from all five loads, was 0.99 inch. In
short, this rifle groups under an inch
with ammo it likes and within an
inch and a half with all tested
ammo. It did so without the benefit
of break-in and on a day when the
wind varied considerably. 

While I suspect this rifle is 
capable of even better groups with
more break-in and further experi-
mentation with ammo, game ani-
mals are most unlikely to notice
any small improvements in group
sizes. In the field, this rifle will get
the job done and, in this rifle
looney’s opinion, it will do so with
stunning good looks. GW

The push-feed action employs a machined bolt with three
large, evenly spaced lugs and a generously sized extractor.
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Story & Photos by Leroy Thompson

DEFENSE
ON TAP

DoubleTap: 
A Reliable and

Lightweight 
Derringer for the

21st Century.

L ike many others in the firearms
world, I’ve awaited the release of
the DoubleTap Defense derringer

with interest since its announcement a
couple of years ago. Its high-tech use of
lightweight aluminum and titanium has
given it a cachet not present with many
steel derringers. Although I look forward
to testing the titanium model when it is
finally available, the aluminum version
is certainly tough enough to stand up to
the number of rounds likely to be fired
through it and is actually lighter than
the titanium one will be.
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Thompson firing the DoubleTap with
9x19mm barrel in place. The photo
caught the pistol at the peak of
muzzle flip during recoil. The pistol
has heavy recoil, but for a few shots
in a self-defense situation, this will
not likely be an issue.
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DoubleTap experienced production
delays with the initial manufacturer,
but a different company—Azimuth
Technology of Naples, Fla.—is now
producing the pistol. Azimuth spe-
cializes in precision manufacturing
of aluminum and titanium for the
aerospace and defense industries
and uses state-of-the-art CNC pre-
cision mills and lathes, among
other machinery, and this experi-
ence is apparent in the finished
product. In addition, DoubleTap is
based in St. Louis, where I live, and I
have known many of those involved
with it for many years. As a result, I
was not surprised at the high qual-
ity of the product.

RELIABLY SIMPLE
The DoubleTap design is sim-

ple, reliable and will require little
maintenance. The portion of the
grip housing that contains the fire
control parts is sealed so there is a
smaller chance of dirt or debris get-
ting inside. As this is a pocket pistol,
that’s most definitely a positive.
Operating the trigger causes a lever
and ratchet to cycle a pair of strik-
ers under spring tension to hit the
internal hammers in rotation. Nor-
mally, the lower will strike first 
unless the upper hammer was not
fired the last time the DoubleTap
was fired, in which case it will fire
first. Other than the hammers,

there are only four primary moving
parts inside the grip housing.

When looking at the breech
face, you will see that on each side
of the firing pin holes are two ball
bearings designed to press against
the case heads to ensure proper
head space. These ball bearings are
spring loaded and designed to
compress into the breech facing
upon the round being fired.

Other features are maximized
for simple operation. Loading or
unloading is accomplished by
pulling back an ambidextrous slid-
ing barrel release button located
just in front of the grip. I found that
it worked easiest for me to operate
both at the same time using my
trigger finger and thumb, but push-
ing/pulling either one back works,
too. Once the chambers are loaded
and the barrels pushed back down
into shooting position, the Double-
Tap is ready to go.

The trigger is double-action
only and is heavy, a very desirable
quality in a pocket pistol with no
safety. I don’t own a trigger-pull
gauge these days—well, really I do,
but I can find it—but I’ve seen pull
listed at 10.1 pounds, and that feels
about right to me. Initially, the pull
is fairly light but stacks for a heavy
pull at the end. However, I found
when drawing and engaging
quickly, I did not notice the stacking.

Sights are rudimentary—a
small front ramp and a rear notch.
They are not really much worse,
though, than a lot of pocket pistols
I’ve carried in my time. The Double-
Tap is a weapon designed not for
engagement at much distance but,
instead, to deliver one or two shots
quickly at life-and-death distances.

Grip panels have cast-in check-
ering that make for a very sure grip.
They are also very slim—a mere
0.665 inches wide—as there is no
need to leave room for a magazine.

... Double-
Tap Defense 

deserves 
additional 

kudos for the 
supplemental 

information that
comes with 
the pistol.

“

”
A view of the DoubleTap’s dual
firing pins and the spring-loaded
ball bearings that press against
the case heads to ensure that
there is  proper headspace.
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The DoubleTap’s barrels open
and ready for loading.

This slimness is a real positive for
fitting in a pocket and concealing
but, when shooting the gun, not so
much! The entire DoubleTap has a
MIL-STD corrosion resistant, matte
black, anodized finish designed to
stand up to constant pocket carry.

The compartment in the grip
for two spare rounds is a clever fea-
ture. A loading strip for the two
rounds comes with the gun and is
designed to slide into place so
that it can be readily grasped for a
reload. Another strip that holds six
rounds comes with the gun as well
to allow carry of more spare ammo
in the pocket, but it is not intended
for use for a direct reload.

The DoubleTap I tested came
with two barrels—9x19mm and 45
ACP—both ported. It also came
with an important accessory, a slip-
on rubber grip with a padded back
strap that fits over the DoubleTap’s
grip. This is very useful for practic-
ing with the pistol.

SHOOTING SESSIONS
Before my first range session

with the DoubleTap, I looked
through my ammo supply to see
what loads I had that weren’t +P, 
as the manufacturer states that +P

Balance of Power
Compact, Comfortable, Accurate.

The Tavor® SAR was developed in close cooperation with the Israel Defense  
Forces. Now available in the USA for the first time, the TAVOR SAR features an  

optimized ergonomic design with short rifle convenience and long rifle accuracy.  

Balance the Power in your hands today!

IWI US, Inc.

info@iwi.us
www.iwi .us
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SPECIFICATIONS

DoubleTap 
Defense Derringer

ACTION: Double-action only
CALIBER: 9x19mm or .45 
ACP (interchangeable barrels)
OVERALL LENGTH: 5.5 inches
WIDTH: 0.665 inches
HEIGHT: 3.9 inches
BARREL LENGTH: 3 inches
WEIGHT: 13 ounces 
(.45 ported, empty)
CAPACITY: 2 rounds
SIGHTS: Notch (rear), ramped 
post (front)

MSRP: $499 
(non-ported aluminum), 
$569 (ported aluminum)

Grip panels have cast-in
checkering that makes

for a very sure grip.“ ”

A view of the DoubleTap’s
sights and ported barrel.

The DoubleTap in the
Smyrna Shooters Supply
pocket holster; nearby is the
six-round strip for carrying
extra rounds in the pocket. 
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REAXIS GAS PISTON TECHNOLOGY

SILENCAIR ACTIVATED

PRODUCTION COMPLETE

HIGH VELOCITY, SMOOTH SHOT
MAXIMUM POWER!

The new Umarex Octane, powered by the ReAxis Gas 
Piston, gives the Octane more punch, more power, and 
more speed. Its SilencAir five-chamber noise dampening 

system audibly reduces muzzle noise. These two 
technologies combined deliver a smooth, accurate shot 
with maximum power, less vibration, and reduced noise. 

Zero In on the Octane at: UmarexUSA.com/Octane
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Two spare
rounds on a
loading strip
are carried in a
compartment
in the butt of
the DoubleTap.

loads should not be used. For test-
ing the 9mm barrel, I chose Black
Hills 147-grain Subsonic FMJ, and
for the .45 ACP barrel, I chose
Black Hills 185-grain JHP, both
loads that I have found quite accu-
rate in the past.

As I had various rifles and shot-
guns to test across three range ses-
sions, I decided I would take the
DoubleTap along each time and fire
30 to 40 rounds at a time. I knew
that recoil would be noticeable with
the DoubleTap and felt that keep-
ing the number of rounds fired at a
time down would allow me to eval-
uate recoil more as would a typical
shooter who fires his weapon only
occasionally in training. I also felt
that, by firing fewer rounds, I
wouldn’t beat up my hand so that
it would uncomfortable to test the
rifle and shotguns.

To date, I have fired of 50
rounds of 9x19mm and 50 rounds
of .45 ACP through the DoubleTap.
To better appreciate the pistol’s re-
coil, I fired it in four different ways:
barehanded as the pistol came
from the box, barehanded with the
rubber practice sleeve in place,
with a tactical glove and with
both the practice sleeve and the
tactical glove.

As might be expected, recoil
was most evident when firing bare-
handed with no practice sleeve. The
most noticeable effect of the recoil
on my bare hand was at least par-
tially due to the slim grip, which
channeled recoil against the web-
bing of my hand.

Initially, I fired six rounds of
9x19mm, with the pain becoming
more perceptible to the web of my
palm on each shot. On another ses-
sion, I fired six rounds of .45 ACP to
the same effect. Materials from

DoubleTap suggest that recoil will
be about 30 percent greater with
.45 ACP. Due to the lighter weight,
the holes in the barrels are larger.
And while I did find the .45 ACP
recoil greater, subjectively, it did not
seem one-third greater.

Once I had an idea of what the
recoil would feel like in a situation
as would likely be encountered on
the street when firing the Double-
Tap, I did some shooting with the
practice sleeve and the sleeve and

tactical glove. As might be expected,
recoil was least noticeable with the
sleeve and glove, though I still knew
I was shooting a pistol that kicked.
As I have not fired a DoubleTap
without the ported barrels, I do not
know how much they dampened
the recoil.

I shot mostly at 7 yards, though
I fired a few rounds at plates at 10
and 15 yards. At first, I fired two
shots at a time at silhouette tar-
gets. The 9mm lower barrel would
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The interior of the DoubleTap’s box is well designed to conveniently hold the weapon’s various accessories.

normally hit close to point of aim
while the top barrel would throw its
bullet about 4 inches higher. That
distance was close with the .45
ACP barrel as well. A friend shoot-
ing with me fired a three-shot 9mm
group at 7 yards using just the lower
barrel and got a 2.25-inch group. I
found that when I tried to pull the
trigger carefully when shooting 
for accuracy, the hard pull caused
my hand to tighten up, resulting in
recoil being more noticeable.

Recoil was less noticeable
when I fired in the manner I would
likely fire if using the DoubleTap in
self-defense and just brought the
pistol from low ready and gave a pull
all the way through to quickly shoot
two rounds. I fired four rounds—the
second two after a reload from the
loading strip—in this manner at 7
yards and put the four rounds into
about 3.5 inches. For some reason,
the spread between the lower and
upper barrels was less than when I
fired more slowly.

My shooting evaluation can be
summed up fairly succinctly: Recoil
is definitely noticeable when
shooting the DoubleTap; accuracy
is acceptable at the close-combat
ranges for which the pistol is 
designed; and it works best to shoot
it quickly in the manner one would
on the street. One point that should
be noted is that the action does not
automatically reset to firing the
bottom barrel first. As a result, even
if the pistol is reloaded, the top bar-
rel will fire next. This would only be
an issue if during a reload, a single
round were loaded in a hurry.
Rather than attempting to keep
track of which barrel fired last, I

would recommend that live
rounds always be kept in both bar-
rels. Another point related to reloads
is that there is not an ejector, so
spent cases will have to be dug out
with the fingernail and jarred
loose—count on two rounds quick
rather than four.

THAT SAME QUESTION
This leaves the question I have

heard from just about every experi-
enced shooter who has handled or
shot the DoubleTap: What is the
use for this pistol? First, I do not
consider it a good choice as the pri-
mary arm. Compact autos in 9mm
are available at competitive prices
and offer longer range and greater
magazine capacity. I also would not
recommend the DoubleTap as a
choice for an inexperienced shooter.
Though its simplicity would be a
plus for a newer shooter, the recoil
would most likely prove daunting.
Because of the slimness, the Dou-
bleTap has some applicability as a
second gun carried in the support-
side back pocket where it could be
drawn and used to “discourage”
anyone attempting to take the pri-
mary weapon or if the shooting
hand/arm were incapacitated.

A friend of mine pointed out
what he considers is the greatest
advantage of the DoubleTap: It may
be fired from within a pocket with-
out jamming. As a result, anyone
who lives or works in cold condi-
tions where a heavy coat is worn
and covers the primary pistol could
carry the DoubleTap in a pocket and
immediately engage with it. When I
worked on close protection teams, I
used to carry an S&W Bodyguard in

a coat pocket for engagement from
within a pocket. I should note,
though, that a friend and I carried
out experiments firing from within a
coat pocket and found it is quite
likely that the coat will catch on fire
or smolder. As with the double rifle
that used to be favored by big
game hunters in Africa, the Double-
Tap also offers the advantage of a
second hammer and firing pin
should one fail, which is unlikely
with the DoubleTap’s sealed design. 

Many who purchase a Dou-
bleTap will already have many
other handguns and will acquire it
because of its quality and interest-
ing design. And speaking of quality,
DoubleTap Defense deserves addi-
tional kudos for the supplemental
information that comes with the
pistol. The manual is well written
and comprehensive, unlike some
manuals I’ve received lately that
prove the old theory that if enough
chimpanzees type on enough type-
writers they will produce “Ham-
let”—or some firearms manuals!
Also well designed and attractive is
the box, which has nice compart-
ments for all the various acces-
sories to the gun.

As I consider the DoubleTap a
pocket pistol, it deserves a good
pocket holster, and, fortunately,
Smyrna Shooters Supply is produc-
ing quite a nice one. It holds the
DoubleTap securely yet allows a
fast presentation of the gun. It also
incorporates a flat leather shield so
that the gun does not print in the
pocket. In fact, when carried in the
rear pocket, as I would recommend,
it looks as if it is a wallet.

To sum up, I consider the 
DoubleTap well designed and well
made but with limited combat 
applicability. It does offer two rounds
of a serious cartridge quickly and
reliably. Recoil is heavy, but it will
not be an issue for two quick shots.
It will serve best as a second or
third gun or as a coat pocket gun in
cold weather. GW

CONTACTS:
DoubleTap Defense

www.doubletapdefense.com

Smyrna Shooters Supply
www.shooterssupply.com
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PLEASANT
WEATHERBY

Weatherby’s SA-08 semi-auto shotguns are reliable
and reasonably priced, and the sleek, little 28 gauge
might just be the crown jewel of the lineup.

When you think of hunting with a Weatherby, your first mental image isn’t going to be
of chasing rabbits in the brushy hills of central Ohio. Roy Weatherby’s name and his
brand have long been synonymous with fast Magnum cartridges and high-quality

rifles designed for big-game hunting, but the company has also designed one of the finest
upland guns on the market, the svelte and steady SA-08 Deluxe 28 gauge.

Story & Photos by Brad Fitzpatrick
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The Weatherby SA-08 is a pleasant gun to carry
at the range. It’s light and doesn’t recoil much,
and the muzzle-biased balance makes it swing
well, especially considering the gun weighs only
5 ½ pounds. If you’re a dove hunter, it would
also be a great gun for shooting passing birds.
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This is not a recent line extension.
For years, Weatherby has offered
over-unders and side-by-sides
made in Japan and Italy, but its cur-
rent lineup of scatterguns doesn’t
contain a single double-barreled
shotgun. Instead, the company 
offers the PA-08 pump and SA-08
semi-auto, both made in Turkey.
And while some hunters turn their
nose up at Turkish guns, I can assure
you that production there has 
improved greatly and there are now
some superb guns coming out of
that country. Weatherby has gone
to great lengths to ensure that the
guns it sells meet its stringent 
requirements, and the PA-08 and
SA-08 are thoroughly tested and
well built. They come in a variety of
configurations for hunting deer,
turkey, waterfowl and upland game
and there are also tactical variants
that are designed for home defense. 

The SA-08 Deluxe 28 gauge
carries an MSRP of $849, which is
less than many competitive guns,
especially for a lightweight 28
gauge. You’ll be pleasantly sur-
prised when you open the box and
look this gun over; it comes with
three choke tubes, stock shims for
point-of-impact adjustment and

some of the best walnut I’ve seen
on any production semi-auto, 
regardless of price. Fit and finish are
excellent, and the Deluxe 28 has a
lightweight CNC-machined alloy 
receiver and 22-LPI checkering. The
receiver and barrel have a black fin-
ish and the bolt is chromed, as is
the interior of the barrel, for years of
dependability. It offers a drop-out
trigger assembly and lengthened
forcing cones, and the vent rib bar-
rel has a single brass bead. 

EXTENDED RELIABILITY
The true test of any semi-auto

is how reliable it is during long peri-
ods of extended shooting. Weath-
erby’s Dual Valve gas system comes
with two separate valves for light
and heavy loads. I spent several
days shooting clays with this gun,
all with the light valve in place, and
experienced zero jams or malfunc-
tions. Swapping out the valves 
requires removing the forend and
replacing the light valve with the
heavy one or vice versa, a process
that takes less time than it does 
to switch choke tubes. The bolt 
release is located on the side of the
receiver and it’s easy to find and
manipulate even while wearing

The Weatherby SA-08 28 gauge has a slim, lightweight
alloy receiver with a chromed bolt. The gas operation
system comes with two valves: one for light loads and
one for heavy loads. Throughout the test, there were no
jams, misfeeds or other failures. 
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SPECIFICATIONS

Weatherby SA-08 
Deluxe 28 Gauge

Action: Gas-operated

semi-automatic

Gauge/Caliber: 28

Finish: Blued

Stock: Select grade 

walnut, gloss finish

Barrel: 28 inches

(tested), 26 inches

Weight: 5 ½ pounds

Overall Length: 48

inches (as tested)

Choke Tubes: 3 (IC/M/F)

MSRP: $849

gloves. The SA-08 28 gauge weighs
less than 6 pounds unloaded, so it’s
easy to carry all day, and the for-
ward balance makes this gun easy
to swing and helps with follow-
through, an important considera-
tion on a gun this light. The trigger is
good, not heavy or gritty, and the
thick recoil pad and gas operation
mean that recoil is very, very low.
And, as any serious upland hunter
knows, a light gun with low recoil is
a real boon in the field. It makes a
great gun for skeet and sporting
clays, for dove hunting and for virtu-
ally all upland hunts. 

As the SA-08 28 gauge was
designed for hunting in the field, I
decided that no test on the Weath-
erby would be complete without
actually taking the gun on a hunt. I
contacted Jason Olinger of Olinger
Beagle Kennel in West Lafayette,
Ohio. Jason has had great success
in the field of beagling, finishing as
champion and grand champion in
hunting competitions and winning
the coveted Ohio All-Age race, and
he was generous enough to allow
me to tag along on a late-season
hunt to test out the Weatherby.
When I met up with Jason, his wife,
Jenny, and several of their friends, it

Weatherby 
has gone to great
lengths to ensure

that the guns
they sell meet

their stringent
requirements ... 

“

”

didn’t take long for the Weatherby
to see some action. Jason’s dogs
jumped a rabbit and started driving
it hard, the whole pack in full cry as
the dogs made a wide circle and
drove the rabbit back toward the
jump point. As the sound of the
hounds drew closer, we all stopped
at the edge of a railroad track and
waited until the rabbit appeared, a
flash of brown running at full length
through a blackberry thicket. Jason
had the SA-08 in hand, and he
swung ahead of the rabbit and
pressed the trigger. The first shot
was deflected by brush, but the
second one rolled the rabbit. 

I managed to get my first shot
later in the day. The dogs were
working in a bowl of heavy cover
and jumped a rabbit that ran directly
away from us, rushing up through
the briars with the hounds in tow
and in full voice. There are few
things that are more fun than a
good day of rabbit hunting with
good dogs, and there is also no bet-
ter way to test the credentials of an
upland shotgun. The cover was
thick, but I had an idea where the
rabbit was going to run and, soon, I
heard the dogs coming back. With a
gun as light as the Weatherby, it

was easy to get from one point to
another in a hurry, and I had to
move as the rabbit changed direc-
tion. The shot was going to have to
be quick, and, seeing the rabbit
moving through the brush, I
guessed where it would break into
open cover. When the cottontail
broke cover, I swung, pressed the
trigger and rolled the rabbit before
it could disappear again. But it was
Jason who made the most impressive

The Weatherby’s stock is select walnut with a high-gloss finish and
22-LPI checkering. The wood is excellent, especially considering
the price of the gun. Throughout the rabbit hunt, the stock wasn’t
marred or scratched despite tough hunting conditions.
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JASON OLINGER’S 
BEAGLE KENNEL

In 2007, Jason Olinger and his
grandfather answered a local newspaper
ad that offered beagles for sale. The
mandate going out the door was that
they not return with a dog that day, but
after his grandfather’s prompting, Jason
returned with not one but two bouncing
beagle pups. As it turned out, Jason 
selected wisely. Those two females
went on to become champions, and
both dogs made it to the finals in the
United Kennel Club Hunting Beagle
National Championship a few years
later. Since that time, Jason has gone on
to win several major state and national
hunts, and the dogs from his kennel are
in high demand. He’s now campaigning
the second generation of hunting beagles
from his own line. 

For more information, visit Jason’s website
at olingersbeaglekennels.weebly.com.

shot of the day, rolling a running
rabbit that burst out of thick cover
with a single shot. 

IMPRESSIVE AFIELD
Spend several hours walking

through briar patches, fording
creeks, catching dogs and taking
passing shots at hard-running rab-
bits and you’ll have a pretty inti-
mate understanding of how a
shotgun works in the field. I love the
Weatherby’s forward balance, and
even though the model with the
short 26-inch barrel would be eas-
ier to maneuver in brush, I’m not so
sure that I’d sacrifice that nose-
heavy feel. If I were going to hunt
rabbits in dense cover all the time,
yes. But if I were planning on using
my Weatherby as a dove gun,
there’s no way I’d go for the shorter

The SA-08’s trigger 
assembly can be dropped
out and replaced should
the need arise. The trigger
was good, neither gritty
nor heavy, and it made
the SA-08 a joy to shoot
at the range because 
the light trigger pull
didn’t impede swing or
follow-through.

The SA-08 28 gauge is a fun gun to shoot at the
range because it is lightweight and recoil is nil. It’s
also a very good-looking gun, and it would be perfect
for skeet, trap and sporting clays. It comes with three
choke tubes that cover a variety of field applications.

GW-1407-WEATHERBY-30-37.EPric.CX  5/6/14  11:53 PM  Page 34



www.gunworld.com

WEATHERBY’S OTHER SCATTERGUNS

The SA-08 Deluxe 28 gauge is a fine gun, and if you have a need for a light upland semi-auto this is one firearm that should most
certainly be on your list. It’s not, however, the only scattergun that bears the Weatherby name. 

In fact, Weatherby’s lineup of shotguns has extended considerably throughout the past few years. The PA-08 lineup consists of its slide-
action guns, and there are several options available for a wide variety of tasks. The basic model has a black synthetic stock, sling studs
and a single brass bead sight—all at an MSRP of only $399. There’s also a wood-stocked Upland model (also available in a youth
version with a shortened stock), a Turkey model, a camo Waterfowl version and a combo that comes with both a vent rib and slug
barrel. The SA-08 comes in many specialized versions, too, and both the pump and the semi-auto guns are available in Threat Response
versions, which have all the bells and whistles of a serious tactical gun at a very reasonable price. 

For more information on Weatherby’s products, visit www.weatherby.com.

Weatherby’s Dual 
Valve gas system comes

with two separate valves
for light and heavy loads.
“

”

Discover the 
world of fi rearms at 

your fi ngertips.

www.facebook.com/gunworldmagazine

Find us on
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CONTACT:
Weatherby, Inc. 

www.weatherby.com
(805) 227-2600

barrel. It just swings too well. The
SA-08 28 is a light gun with a lively
feel; it comes quickly to the shoul-
der and swings naturally. I shot
sporting clays with this gun, but I
didn’t have a chance to break any
skeet targets. That’s a shame 
because this gun would be just the
ticket for spending all day at the
skeet range as it weighs so little and
has such light recoil. The only draw-
back would be that the soft-kicking
28-gauge shells cost considerably
more than 12- or 20-gauge ammo,
so while your shoulder was getting
a massage, your wallet would be
taking a beating.  

Briars and dense forests are
hard on a gun, and I fully expected
to have to explain scratches and
dings on the SA-08 Deluxe to the
team at Weatherby. But the gun
held up well even though it was
dragged through some heavy cover.
The stock’s glossy finish and sleek
blued barrel and receiver came out
without a single mar, a credit to the
quality of the Weatherby. The lighter
weight made it an easy gun to carry,
and the forward balance made it a
great gun for fast-moving running
shots. Rabbit hunters require a
tough, reliable gun, and the Weath-
erby won praise from Jason and his
whole team. I had to agree with them.

Lightweight, good-looking and
economical, the SA-08 Deluxe 28
gauge should be on the radar of
anyone looking for a brand-new 
upland gun. By the time the range-
and fieldwork were done, I’d sent
more than a hundred light-target
and hunting loads through the
Weatherby without a single failure.
It was also a fun gun to carry all
day—light enough that it wasn’t a
burden, durable enough to with-
stand hard field use and with a very
low level of recoil. Weatherby will
perhaps always be known as a rifle
company, but, as the SA-08 shows,
the brand knows a thing or two about
making a great shotgun, too. GW

The SA-08 is a great choice for upland hunting because it weighs so little, it has a durable finish and it 
offers quick follow-ups. If you’re looking for a lightweight, smooth upland gun that doesn’t batter your
shoulder it is an excellent choice. In addition, the Dual Valve system allows for the shooter to switch
between a light valve for target loads and a heavy valve for Magnums. The SA-08 Upland is available in
12 and 20 gauge as well.

For rabbits, quail and dove, the light 28-gauge Weatherby is a good choice. It’s also a good-looking gun,
and it proved very reliable. With an MSRP less than $850, it should be on the short list for anyone
shopping for a small-bore upland semi-auto. 
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Most manufacturers slap the cheapest furniture they can find onto their rifles. Daniel Defense 

went to the drawing board to produce our own line of OEM rifle furniture that improves your 
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RAD RIFLE

T hese days, Barrett Firearms
Manufacturing is renowned
and celebrated for its 

innovative approach to rifle 
design, but this was not always
the case. Instead, “brash upstart”
was the term heard frequently
when the Murfreesboro, Tenn.,
firm first opened its doors in 1982.
More recently, however, Ronnie
Barrett’s singular vision has come
to represent a whole new class of
weapon, one that harnesses the
brute power of the Browning .50-
caliber round. 

Perhaps that initial skepticism
was due to the founder’s atypical
background.
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Story & Photos by Todd Burgreen

The Barrett MRAD .308 Winchester 
Takes Bolt-Action Another Step Forward.

The first requirement of a tactical
rifle is precise accuracy. The Barrett
MRAD was tested with a variety of
ammunition types to make sure it
handled all with equal ease.
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Barrett was a professional pho-
tographer and artist who had an
idea for a shoulder-fired rifle cham-
bered in .50 BMG. He had no prior
experience in manufacturing or as
an engineer, so he used the skills he
had at his disposal and hand drew
the design for what was to become
the Barrett semi-automatic M82
rifle. When he took those early
drawings to machine shops in his
area, they laughed. But instead of
giving up, he chose to manufac-
ture his design himself, and this
dogged determination was even-
tually rewarded with worldwide
military procurement and the
recognition of his new peers.

The Barrett M82s first experi-
enced acceptance during the
Kuwait Desert Shield/Storm Gulf
War via widespread military pro-
curement, and this soon allowed
Barrett to expand its product lines
to include REC 7 AR and multiple
precision bolt-action rifle varia-
tions. Just as the Barrett REC 7 
addressed AR reliability and per-
formance issues, Barrett bolt-action
rifles (beginning with the 98B)
sought to do the same. 

Barrett’s experience with U.S.
military procurement procedures
gained from the M82 series was
put to good use when the United
States Special Operations Com-
mand (USSOCOM) issued a solici-
tation for a long-range precision
rifle. The USSOCOM wanted a
modular multi-caliber precision
tactical rifle, which provided the 
impetus for the creation of the
MRAD (for Multi-Role Adaptive 

Design). And although the rifle fin-
ished as runner-up in the USSO-
COM competition, the MRAD,
chambered in .308 Win, is a worthy
successor to the 98B.

EVOLUTION REVOLUTION
It is a pleasure to witness a

product’s evolution, and this is 
especially true when one has expe-
rience with earlier models to better
appreciate the modifications made.

The Barrett MRAD is a great case in
point as one that has taken the bolt-
action rifle another step forward.

The MRAD was initially cham-
bered in .338 Lapau, with the 
understanding that other calibers—
.308 Win and .300 Win Mag,
specifically—would soon be inte-
grated. These smaller calibers not
only offer logistical flexibility but
also mission flexibility. According
to Jeff Burch, Barrett’s director of
U.S. commercial sales, the .308
Win chambering appeals to law
enforcement agencies already 
familiar with the .308 Win and who
do not have a need for the .338
Lapua powerhouse.

The .308 Win MRAD features
a 17-inch fluted barrel with 1:10 RH
twist and is fed via a 10-round 
detachable double-stack maga-
zine. The overall length is nearly 
42 inches, but the folding stock
(derived from USSOCOM contract
requirements) reduces length by
nearly 9 inches. A folding buttstock
is user adjustable for length and
comb height, which is an important
nuance for individual customiza-
tion. The weight is nearly 13 pounds. 

An integral 30 MOA Picatinny
scope rail assists with dialing in
long-range ballistic corrections. The
MRAD’s forend rail system can be
adapted to accept mission-sup-
porting accessories such as night

The MRAD’s rear stock folds, securing the bolt handle and reducing length to 31.75 inches. This was a 
requirement from the USSOCOM PSR specifications.

For this evaluation, a Schmidt & 
Bender 5-25x56MM PM II with H2
CMR reticle was mounted on the
MRAD via AWP rings.
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CONTRACTED OPTICS

In the past few years, Schmidt & Bender has won two of the most prestigious U.S.
military optic contracts. Most recently, S&B was chosen to provide the optic for the
U.S. Precision Sniper Rifle (PSR). Schmidt & Bender will be supplying its 5-25x56 PM II
scope in a special PSR version to U.S. Army, Navy, Air Force and Marine Special Forces
for existing and future sniper rifles. The Schmidt & Bender optic is expected to serve
and perform all over the world under widely varying and harsh environmental conditions:
under water, near coastlines, in arctic surroundings, in the jungle and in urban warfare. 

Another milestone that established Schmidt & Bender as a major player in the
tactical optic market was the S&B 3-12x50 PM II model being chosen for use by the
U.S. Marines on their sniper rifles. This was after two years of comprehensive testing by
the U.S. Marines against 25 rival scopes.  

vision devices. A unique aesthetic
of the MRAD is the polymer bolt
sleeve, another USSOCOM spec, to
help prevent dust and grime from
affecting bolt cycling. The polymer
sleeve also aids in providing a uni-
form feel when cycling the bolt no
matter conditions encountered in
terms of weather or environment. 
The Barrett MRAD’s trigger follows
the platform’s modular theme. The
trigger is easily removed from the
lower receiver for adjustment, and
arrives from the factory set at 3
pounds. The lower receiver is
equipped with a familiar AR-style
pistol grip and safety lever.

MODULAR ACCURACY
For this evaluation, a Schmidt

& Bender 5-25x56MM PM II with H2
CMR reticle was mounted on the
MRAD via AWP rings, and bench
testing was done off a Champion
tripod front rest and rear sand bag. 

The first requirement of a tacti-
cal rifle is precise accuracy, and the
MRAD is a very accurate modular
long-range rifle. The Barrett MRAD
was tested over an extended time
period, constantly producing sub-
MOA groups with several different
ammunition brands, an important
logistic consideration. Various .308
Win loadings from Black Hills Am-
munition, Federal, Winchester and
Hornady provided the basis of my

... This dogged 
determination
was eventually
rewarded with

worldwide 
military 

procurement ...

“

”

accuracy tests. The Black Hills
Match loads tested consisted of
168-grain and 175-grain Match bul-
lets. The Federal chambering was
the venerable 168-grain Match load.
168-grain TAP from Hornady and
Winchester’s 168-grain Match were
also used. 

The MRAD produced manufac-
turer-promised velocity with the
168-grain and 175-grain loads
clocking in at the low- to mid-2,600
fps range. As to be expected with
quality ammunition, velocity figures
within the different loads deviated
very little from round to round.

The Barrett MRAD shot all the
premium loads tested into 1 MOA or
better at 100 yards, with 5/8-inch
groups not untypical. It was not
deemed necessary to cast the net
wider, as Black Hills Ammunition,
Federal, Winchester and Hornady
are industry leaders, which is what
this type of rifle deserves to wring
out its full potential. 
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SPECIFICATIONS:

Barrett MRAD
.308 Win 

Caliber: .308 Win
(.338 Lapua Magnum
and .300 Winchester
Magnum available)
Operation: Bolt-
action repeater
Rail Length/MOA:
21.75 inches, with 
built-in 30 MOA
Weight: 11.7 pounds
(no scope, empty
magazine)
Barrel Length: 17
inches (fluted and
heavy)
Twist: 1:10
Overall Length: 40.5
inches (31.75 inches,
folded)
Magazine Capacity:
10 rounds

MSRP: $5,850
(as tested)

The accuracy figures are based
on firing three five-round groups
and averaging group sizes. While
not statistically fool proof, the
method certainly represents the
Barrett MRAD’s capabilities. The
Federal 168-grain Match and BHA
175-grain Match produced the best
100-yard accuracy average at only
slightly above ½ inch. Rifles often
exhibit finicky behavior with certain
loads, but in this case, no loads
were over 1 MOA. That’s an impres-
sive performance, to say the least.

Another sign of an accurate,
dependable rifle is how cold-bore
zeros compare over time and if the
point of aim shifts after a few
rounds heat up the barrel. The
MRAD showed no shifts in point of
aim, and cold-bore zeros produced
fine groups when overlaid.

As 300 yards and out is the
more indicative test of a weapon
system like the Barrett MRAD, not
a lot of time was spent testing at
the 100-yard range. Groups were
fired at 300 yards with the Fed-
eral 168-grain Match and BHA
175-grain Match loads performing
the best again. Significantly, all of
the loads held onto the 1 MOA 
(approximately 3 inches at 300
yards) or better criteria. Most shoot-
ers cannot take advantage of this
kind of performance.

After testing innate accuracy
from the bench, field tests were
performed shooting prone off a 
bi-pod or pack at Echo Valley
Training Center in High View, W.Va.
A favorite reactive target has always
been the clay pigeon. The bolt was
worked as quickly as possible with

The MRAD’s modular trigger is adjustable and arrives from factory measuring a crisp 3 pounds.

The MRAD’s folding rear stock is 
adjustable for comb height and
length of pull.
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The .308 Win MRAD features a 17-inch fluted barrel with 1:10 RH twist and functions with a 10-round detachable, double-stack magazine.

OUR SCCY 
WILL BACK YOU UP.
And we’ll back up your SCCY.

MSRP
$314

SCCY CPX-2
STARTING AT:

The NEW American  
gun company founded  
on the radical idea that  

In fact, we actually back up our new 9mm  

SCCY CPX-2 with a lifetime “no-questions-

asked” warranty that stays with the gun. So  

you can get the confidence of knowing that your 

SCCY will be ready to back you up—for life.

 FEATURES

 
  from 416 stainless steel

 
  second-strike capability

 
  10-round magazines

Get the security of our CPX-2...and our warranty.

1800 CONCEPT COURT 
DAYTONA BEACH, FL 32114
866.729.7599   |   WWW.SCCY.COM
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CONTACTS:

Barrett Manufacturing Inc.
(615) 896-2938
www.barrett.net

Schmidt & Bender GmbH & Co.
(703) 953-1253
www.schmidtundbender.de

Echo Valley Training Center
www.echovalleytrainingcenter.com

Black Hills Ammunition
(605) 348-5150
www.black-hills.com

Hornady Manufacturing
(800) 338-3220
www.hornady.com

Federal Cartridge Company 
(800) 322-2342
www.federalpremium.com

Winchester Ammunition
www.winchester.com

the next target acquired rapidly for
engagement. The Barrett MRAD’s
muzzle device combined with the
ergonomic stock and slick bolt with
short lift proved potent. 

Another note of interest was
how easy the Schmidt & Bender H2
CMR reticle made hitting targets at
the 300 yards and beyond, thanks
to clear hold-over points. Also, the
H2 CMR reticle is a great tool for
estimating target range once one
is familiar with the method. Other
range work consisted of shooting
B-27 man targets out to 500 yards.
The Barrett MRAD’s accuracy com-
bined with clear powerful Schmidt
& Bender optics enabled rote cen-
ter mass hits. It was even tempting
to try head shots at that distance. 

Another favorite evaluation drill
is to shoot at a Mike Gibson Manu-
facturing (MGM) Precision Rifle
Target placed at 300 yards from
the prone position. The MGM Preci-

sion Rifle Target
features movable
target doors simu-
lating the small
eye/nose and cen-
ter chest areas that

“open” and “shut”
when hit. This pro-

vides feedback as to
how a rifle performs in

terms of bolt manipula-
tion and how the stock in-

teracts with the shooter
during recoil as compared to fir-

ing off the bench at 100 yards. The
combination of world-class
Schmidt & Bender 5-25x optics and
Barrett MRAD generated perform-
ance equal to any precision tactical
rifle evaluated to date.

Orientation and intimate 
familiarity with a weapon such as
the Barrett MRAD is a must for
shooter and rifle to achieve full 
potential. The modularity of the
MRAD comes in very handy, and
being able to convert to .308
Win/7.62 NATO opens up a wider
variety of applications. In fact, for
most missions, especially in the
law enforcement realm, the .308
Win chambered MRAD is more 
than suitable for sniping and tac-
tical applications. 

While the Barrett MRAD .338
Lapua is best thought of as a spe-
cialized platform when needing to
extend range beyond 1,000 yards,
the .308 Win configuration still 
allows the trained marksman a
ballistic advantage. GW

The Federal 168-grain Match and BHA 175-
grain Match produced the best 100-yard 
accuracy average at only slightly above ½ inch.

The .308 Win MRAD was tested off the
bench to establish a baseline of accuracy
before more practical and field-expedient
methods were used.
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GET
HAMMERED!
While the Author Was 
Delighted with Ruger’s 
Hammerless LCR, He’s Got 
a Real Crush on the New 
Exposed Hammer 
Version.

Story & Photos by Dave Workman
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Defensive handgun-
ners who warmed
up to Ruger’s

ground-breaking LCR five-
shot revolver when it was
first introduced a few years
ago in .38 Special +P are
going to fall in love with
the latest incarnation of
this tough little wheelgun,
the LCRx, because it has an
exposed hammer.
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Take my word for it: the LCR series
may have hit its zenith with this ver-
sion for several reasons I am about
to detail. Anybody who is seriously
shopping for a new pocket-sized 
revolver for personal protection can
move the LCRx toward the top of
his or her shopping list.

As snub guns go, the Ruger LCR
series may be a step or two ahead
of the pack. The LCRx, like its pred-
ecessors in the family, has a poly-
mer frame section that houses the
action—or “fire control,” if you insist
on that terminology—the remainder
of the frame that is made from air-
craft-quality aluminum, and a
stainless steel cylinder and barrel

tube. Together, they constitute a 
remarkable 21st-century revolver
package that, especially in environ-
ments like my traditionally wet 
Pacific Northwest, is one of the most
practical round guns I’ve ever seen,
and that’s saying a lot considering
the lightweight alloy and stainless
steel revolvers I’ve tested through-
out the years in this same climate.

Top that off with Ruger’s choice
of the Hogue Tamer Monogrip or
the synthetic Crimson Trace Laser-
grip—both of which are impervious
to the weather—and you’ve got a
winner. My test gun (Serial #543-
06321) came with the Hogue,
which has molded finger grooves,

and, even in the rain, it was a hoot
to shoot. You will also notice that
on the left side of the Hogue, there
is a strip of hard plastic where one
would slide a speed loader in as to
reduce drag on the otherwise softer
rubber surface.

The best part of all is that, 
especially when fired single action
with a two-hand hold, the LCRx
loaded with .38 Special +P ammu-
nition pushing a 125-grain jacketed
hollowpoint, is pretty accurate for a
fixed-sight snub gun with a 1.875-
inch barrel, which is cut with six
lands and grooves on a right-hand
twist. It’s not a target-grade gun by
any stretch of the imagination, and
it’s not supposed to be, but if I were
ever hungry in the outdoors and a
rabbit came hopping by, I’m confi-
dent that, with the LCRx, I would be
dining rather well on bunny cooked
over an open fire!

Author Workman found the
LCRx to be a dandy little carry
gun for fans of the .38 Special.
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SPECIFICATIONS

Manufacturer: Sturm, Ruger

Model: LCRx

Caliber: .38 Special

Capacity: Five rounds

Barrel length: 1.875 inches

Weight: 13.5 ounces

Sights: Fixed

Finish: Black

Grips: Hogue Tamer

MSRP: $529.00

I did something with the Ruger
that I haven’t done with other test
guns: I deliberately limited my 
ammunition choices to a couple of
loads, the 125-grain JHP from Black
Hills and the 158-grain Winchester
LHP, because those are two bullet
weights that seem to be the most
popular with .38 Special fans for
personal protection. I’ve used both
in my .38 Special revolvers and
they have proven consistent in
terms of accuracy and consistent
muzzle velocity.

The LCRx maintains the U-notch
at the top rear of the frame (though,
to be quite honest, it looks like a
square notch to me), and the re-
placeable blade front sight, pinned
into a base at the top of the barrel,
seems to be perfectly centered.
While any handgun takes a bit of
getting used to, I found that after a
few five-shot strings, I could put

shots where they needed to go out
to 20 yards, including some pretty
tight center-of-mass groups.

SMOOTH ACTION
Let’s stop for a moment and

discuss the action. While I was
comfortable with the double-action-
only squeeze on the LCR in .38 Spe-
cial and .22 Magnum—there are
also models in .22 Long Rifle and
.357 Magnum—the LCRx is, in my
opinion, better because it can also

As snub 
guns go, the
Ruger LCR

series may be
a step or two
ahead of the

pack.

“

”

be fired single action. The let-off in
single action is crisp and I could dis-
cern no trigger creep.

According to Ruger’s website,
the smooth double-action squeeze
is attributable to the patented fric-
tion-reducing cam fire control sys-
tem. The heart of this thing is a coiled
wire mainspring, and the action lets
off later in the trigger stroke, con-
tributing to the overall smooth feel
as one cycles a shot.

Cylinder timing is a big thing for

The alloy frame surrounds the steel
barrel, which has a beveled crown.

Weight is reduced on the LCRx by
using radical fluting on the stainless
steel cylinder.
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revolver aficionados and, after 
extensive firing of the LCRx test
gun, I did not see any noticeable
telltale marks on the cylinder from
the stop that I could not wipe off
with my finger, and that may be
partly due to the incredibly tough
Ionbond Diamondblack finish. I
would say that the cylinder seems
to be well timed so the chamber
lines up with the forcing cone. Dur-
ing firing of the lead bullets, I did
not detect any shaved lead, which
may also be due in large part to the
nice, tight cylinder gap.

That was the same result in my
earlier test of the .22 Magnum LCR. 

The LCRx has the other attrib-
utes of the original DA-only revolvers.
The smooth trigger and checkered
hammer are matte finish stainless
steel, but the rest of the revolver is
basic black. The cylinder pin is fully
shrouded and the cylinder release
button is on the left side of the frame.

The cylinder retains its radical
deep fluting to reduce weight 
(except for the two variations in

.357 Magnum), and the enlarged
trigger guard accommodates even
a heavily gloved finger. I know be-
cause, during one of my range visits,
I tried it that way.

LIGHTWEIGHT CARRY
I carried this revolver for a while

in a DeSantis belt holster, the
Model 002, and it was almost not
there because this gun weighs just
less than 14 ounces empty and not
much more than that with five
rounds. At the end of the day, you
don’t even feel that. This was the
same holster in which I carried the
six-round hammerless model in 
.22 WMR, and it would also fit the
eight-shot .22 LR model or the
other .38 Special models and
would also probably work just fine
with the .357 Magnum.

Now, for ankle carry: This would
be a superb choice, again, because
of the weight. My guess is that you
will eventually find ankle leather for
this gun from any of the major
manufacturers and belt rigs from

people including DeSantis, Mitch
Rosen, Bianchi, BLACKHAWK!,
Triple K and a host of others. It will
not fit in a rig designed for a J-frame
Smith & Wesson or Colt Detective
Special because of the oversized
trigger guard. 

It would also carry unnoticed
all day in a good shoulder holster,
and one wouldn’t have to worry
about underarm perspiration 
because of this gun’s non-rusting
components. Or you could tuck it
into one of the various belly band-
type rigs or a T-shirt with an inte-
gral holster.

The let-off 
in single action 

is crisp and I
could discern no 

trigger creep.

“
”

The LCRx has a five-shot cylinder,
and there is clearance for a speed-
loader. Notice the grip’s hard plastic
strip that prevents friction when
using a speedloader.

Ruger offers the Hogue
Tamer Monogrip, which
helps considerably to
absorb recoil.
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Let’s face it: The Ruger LCRx is
not that big of a gun, measuring 6.5
inches overall and 4.5 inches from
top to bottom. Up here in the
Northwest, where down parkas and
vests are stylish pretty much all
year long, you could carry this hand-
gun in a pocket with a couple of
speedloaders in the other pocket
for balance and nobody would be
any the wiser. 

A few other folks have tested
this gun and reported on it, but I
carried it for a while out there and
one does not get experience with a
gun until, well, one gets experience
with it. 

WHY THE HAMMER?
Considering the success of the

hammerless LCR so far, one might
be compelled to wonder why the
company introduced an exposed-
hammer version. My thought runs
counter to that: Why didn’t it intro-
duce this model to begin with?

I’ve always preferred exposed-
hammer revolvers, though I own a

Notice the transfer bar,
which provides an extra
degree of safety against
accidental discharge in
this revolver. The rear
sight is a traditional 
U-notch and on the
test gun, it lined up
with the front sight for
decent accuracy.

ue
ch

o
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dandy little hammerless snubby
done a few years ago to commem-
orate the 2008 Supreme Court Sec-
ond Amendment ruling. However,
whether it’s the Ruger or one of the
competing short-barreled models,
the presence of a hammer and the
ability to thumb it back for a more
precise shot if necessary is my
choice and I’ll stick with it.

My guess is that Ruger was 
responding to public demand for
such a model, and now a lot more
handgunners will be happy. 

Certainly in the current econ-
omy, the pricetag is important. The
LCRx is delivered with a padded
zippered storage case made from
tough nylon, and the MSRP is
$529, which makes it very competi-
tive. Then again, personal protec-
tion isn’t a competitive sport, and in
my opinion, anybody who has the
LCRx as a defensive tool is ahead of
the game. GW

Workman carried the LCRx in this DeSantis belt rig
for a while during testing.

The front blade sight is replaceable
and held in place by a pin.

Once he got the hang of this
tough little revolver, Workman
started producing tight center-
of-mass groups.

CONTACTS:

Sturm, Ruger & Co., Inc.
www.ruger.com

Winchester Ammunition
www.winchester.com

Black Hills Ammunition
www.black-hills.com
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ROARING   
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      RIMFIRE
The Powerful .17 Winchester Super Magnum
and the Savage B-Mag Make a Great Pair.
Story & Photos by Thomas C. Tabor

W hen Hornady ushered in the
.17 HMR (Hornady Magnum
Rimfire) in 2002, some of us

viewed this revolutionary popular new
round as the end all of rimfire develop-
ments. But recently, another player has
appeared on the scene offering a much
more powerful alternative in a throw-
away .17 cartridge case design. That
player is Winchester, and the cutting-
edge cartridge is its .17 WSM (Winches-
ter Super Magnum), or just plain .17
Super for short. Will this new challenger
to the rimfire throne seize control? Who
knows? What I can say for sure is that
this new development offers increased
versatility and a higher degree of per-
formance than I have ever seen previ-
ously in a rimfire cartridge. 

III

The author ran the Savage B-Mag
.17 WSM through its paces on his
range at 100 yards.
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A NEW DESIGN
It took the Winchester engineers

more than three years to develop
their new cartridge. While the .17
HMR was the result of necking
down and modifying a .22 WMR
cartridge case, Winchester took a
different approach. Clearly, if Win-
chester had been looking to push
the little .17 caliber bullet out of the
barrel faster, they needed to find a
way to increase the power capacity
of the case. Most often, when car-
tridge wildcatters face such a chal-
lenge, they turn to modifying another
sporting or military-style cartridge
case. Frequently, this restructuring
can involve blowing out the walls,
shortening the neck, sharpening the
shoulder angle, changing the neck
diameter and various other manip-
ulations in order to achieve the 
desired results.

Unfortunately, there simply
weren’t any cases large enough to
achieve the results the Winchester
engineers were looking for, forcing
them to turn elsewhere. They could
have designed the case from
scratch of course, but instead, they
chose a different (some might say
unorthodox) direction to find a suit-
able parent for their new round. 

Beginning with a .27-caliber nail-
gun black, the Winchester engi-
neers were able to reform and
modify it into what we now know 
as the case of the .17 Super. The 
finished result was a cartridge case
that was 0.136 inch longer than 
that of the .17 HMR (1.200 inches as
opposed to the 1.064 inches) and
an increase in powder capacity of
18 percent over the HMR. In addi-
tion, the case walls of the WSM are
about 50 percent thicker than those
of the HMR, making them better
equipped to handle the resulting
higher chamber pressure (33,000
psi as opposed to 26,000 psi).

ENHANCED PERFORMANCE
Winchester has promoted the

.17 WSM cartridge as the fastest,
most innovative rimfire cartridge in
the world and for good reason: It
surpasses both the .17 HMR and .22
WMR across the board in down-
range velocity, trajectory and wind
bucking performance. Eventually
available in Winchester’s High Energy
(HE), High Velocity (HV) and
Super-X brands, the .17 WSM is 
intended to accommodate either
20- or 25-grain polymer-tipped bul-
lets plus a 20-grain jacketed hollow
point. Shooters should consider

carefully the fact that, when loaded
with similar-weight 20-grain bul-
lets, the .17 WSM produces about
26 percent greater muzzle velocity
than the .17 HMR. At a whopping
3,000 fps, this new little rimfire
even threatens to invade the veloci-
ties previously only held by center-
fire rounds. In addition, it generates
more than 2 ½ times more down-
range energy, produces more than a
50-percent flatter trajectory and
even comes with a greater ability to
reduce the effects of wind drift over
its challenger. When we look care-
fully at the specific downrange tra-
jectories of the WSM vs. the HMR,
both loaded with similar 20-grain-
weight bullets and sighted-in to
shoot dead-center of the bull at
100 yards, we find that the .17
WSM drops off only 4.1 inches at
the 200-yard mark, yet the .17
HMR is down by 10.7 inches at that
same distance.

A WORTHY RIFLE
In order to put the new .17 WSM

to the test, I knew I’d need a worthy
rifle, and my choice was Savage’s
new B-Mag bolt-action. I found that
the B-Mag’s weight (light at only
4.9 pounds) coupled with its overall
length of only 40 ½ inches, made
this rifle exceptionally fast handling
and quick to point. The cartridges
are fed from a rotary-style magazine

The B-Mag’s general appearance is close to that
of a centerfire rifle. 
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that holds eight rounds, and it con-
sistently fed very smoothly and effi-
ciently for me. With so many of the
rifles today coming with magazines
made largely (and cheaply) of plas-
tic, I found the B-Mag magazine
much more to my liking. While Sav-
age still used some plastic in its
construction, it appeared they
used it only in the areas that typi-
cally didn’t receive a lot of abrasive
wear. In fact, the use of plastic to
keep the weight to a minimum and
metal for wear resistance seems to
have been a good compromise in
this case.

The B-Mag cocks on the closing
of its bolt and the downward thrust
of the bolt handle. This makes it
necessary to push forward on the
bolt handle slightly as the action is
closing. Some shooters have com-
plained a little about this feature,
but I found I quickly became accus-
tomed to how it functioned and 
experienced little difficulty with it. 

I really like the rifle’s AccuTrig-
ger and have become quite fond of
it throughout the few years it has
been in production. I generally prefer

... There 
simply weren’t
any cases large

enough to
achieve the 
results the 

Winchester 
engineers were
looking for ... 

“

”
The B-Mag’s modified 
tactical-style bolt is 
designed with a hole
through the center of the
handle in order to keep
weight to a minimum.
The rifle also comes
equipped with the 
company’s AccuTrigger.

The Savage B-Mag’s magazine
is a rotary design that fed the
cartridges perfectly.
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lighter trigger pulls, and this unique
system allows me to adjust the trig-
gers down to very light standards
while still maintaining a high degree
of safety from any potential acci-
dental firing. Ironically, a Savage
representative told me recently that
few shooters take advantage of this
adjustment capability even though
the process to change the weight of
the trigger pull is an extremely easy
one that can be performed quickly
by virtually anyone. While some
other Savage rifles utilize a special
tool for this adjustment, I found the
B-Mag trigger was designed a little
differently. In this case, it possessed
a fairly large knurled wheel located
at the rear of the trigger assembly.
After removing the stock, all that is
needed to adjust the weight of the
trigger pull is to lift this wheel up
slightly and rotate it. Turning in a
counter-clockwise manner will
lower the weight of the pull, and
turning it clockwise will increase
the weight. In the test rifle, I found
the range of the trigger-pull adjust-
ment ran from an average of 2
pounds, 5.9 ounces, up to 4 pounds,
3.6 ounces. This degree of adjust-

ment flexibility is a great feature
that shooters would be wise to take
full advantage of.

The Savage B-Mag differs a bit
in how the barreled action attaches
to the stock. While the stock bolts
of most rifles are clearly visible at
all times, the B-Mag bolts are hid-
den from view under the trigger
guard when it is fully assembled. I
was a little taken aback at first by
how the stock was held in place
and had to reference the enclosed
manual to figure out how to dis-
semble the rifle. The process, while
unique, is easily performed. 

After ensuring that the rifle is
completely unloaded and empty of
any cartridges, you should remove
the magazine and then insert the
blade of a small standard blade
screwdriver (or other slotted tool)
into the tiny slot inside the front
portion of the magazine compart-
ment. This frees the synthetic
trigger guard, allowing it to rotate
in an upward manner so it can 
be removed. Doing so exposes 
the two attaching Allen-headed
bolts holding the stock to the bar-
reled action.

... I knew I’d 
need a worthy

rifle, and my
choice was 

Savage’s new 
B-Mag 

bolt-action.

“

”

SPECIFICATIONS:

Savage B-Mag

Caliber: .17 WSM 
(Winchester Super
Magnum)
Trigger: AccuTrigger
Magazine: detachable
rotary
Barrel Length: 22
inches (tested), 
stainless steel
Overall Length:
40 ½ inches
Weight: 4.9 pounds
Stock: Synthetic
matte black
Sights: drilled and
tapped for scope
mounts

MSRP: $349

The textured grip of the B-Mag stock is
both comfortable and attractive.
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NEW » REVOLUTION/TAC™ 3-9x40mm

 TACTICAL-STYLE DIALS TAC-MOA™ RETICLE

DIAL IN AND LET IT RIP WITH THE REVOLUTION/TAC™.

We upgraded the legendary Revolution® rifl escope with 
enhanced tactical features to give shooters more accuracy—
faster. The tactical adjustment dials and TAC-MOA™ reticle 
sync for quick, simple adjustments. So start searching 
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LIGHTWEIGHT TRAITS
Several traits work in unison to

make the B-Mag a very lightweight,
fast-handling rifle. While appearing
structurally very strong and sound,
Savage has designed the stock in a
honeycomb manner that eliminates
unnecessary internal material for
reduced weight. The short sporter
22-inch barrel is very trim, with
the muzzle measuring a mere
0.523 inches in diameter and the
breach being only slightly larger at
0.86 inches. A horizontal 0.25-
inch diameter hole is present
through the elongated bolt handle,
and while the stem of the handle is
quite broad across, it is fairly thin.
Obviously, these designs all con-
tribute to the keep the overall
weight of the B-Mag to a minimum.

The B-Mag appears more like a
scaled-down centerfire rifle than a
rimfire. The 9:1-twist-rate 22-inch
barrel is threaded into the action
rather than being pinned or
pushed in, as is often the process
with most rimfire barrels. The 
action was designed with rear lock-
ing lugs and cocks upon the closing
to the bolt. Both front and back
sling swivel stubs are mounted in
the black colored synthetic stock,
which has been equipped with a
thin rubber recoil pad. While no one
should concern him- or herself with
the almost nonexistent recoil of the
.17 WSM, this rubberized pad helps
to eliminate butt slippage when the
rifle is brought to the shooter’s
shoulder or when the rifle is stored
in an upright manner. 

Both the pistol grip and fore-
arm have been textured as part of
the stock fabrication process and
this also improves the overall stock
appearance and feel. The rifle does
not have iron sights but instead
comes drilled and tapped for
mounting a scope and with two-
piece, Weaver-style scope bases.
Unfortunately for southpaws, the
B-Mag is currently only available in
a right-handed version.

TESTING AND TABULATING
I mounted one of Redfield’s

new Revenge 3-9x42mm scopes
using a set of Warne Maxima
Quick Detach 1-inch Rings. This
scope is equipped with an Accu-
Range AccuPlex Reticle, and this
made a near-perfect match for the
rifle. After running a few patches
down the new bore and boresight-
ing the rifle, I headed out back to
my private range to run the rifle

The mounting lug is
located just ahead of
the action.

The heavy construction of the
working mechanism of the B-Mag
is certainly a favorable trait. 

When compared to a similarly styled
Savage Axis II XP rifle (bottom), the
Savage B-Mag .17 WSM is remarkably
similar in general appearance, only
scaled back in size.
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CONTACTS:
Savage Arms

www.savagearms.com

Winchester Ammunition 
www.winchester.com

Redfield
www.redfield.com

the current ammo shortage or the
cost of rimfire ammo in general.

The Savage Arms B-Mag rifle
carries a MSRP of $349, placing it
well within the budget of most seri-
ous shooters, and it is likely that you
might be able to find lower prices
by shopping around. At about half
the cost of many centerfire rifles of
equal quality, the B-Mag is a good
bargain, particularly in a rifle that
will likely be shot a great deal more
than most of the larger centerfires. 

Overall, the Savage B-Mag and
.17 WSM cartridge both performed
well. I particularly liked the rifle’s
weight, its smooth lines, its rugged
weather-resistant abilities and the
adjustment capabilities of the Sav-
age AccuTrigger. 

The new .17 WSM has signifi-
cant possibilities due to its 
enhanced performance over earlier
cartridges. Obviously, the “throw-
away” mentality of rimfire car-
tridges can be of particular concern
to those shooters that go through a
lot of ammo, and there are some
drawbacks associated with all
small-diameter bullet cartridges,
such as the effects of wind drift, 
reduced trajectories and concerns
over retained energy levels. Never-
theless, as long as we view this
new cartridge for what it really 
is—an enhanced rimfire that is
limited to an effective range of
approximately 200 yards—I believe
it has earned a place in your 
ammo box. GW

through its paces. For testing, I
used exclusively Winchester Varmint
HV (High Velocity) ammunition
loaded with 20-grain Polymer Tip
Bullets. These reportedly were
leaving the muzzle at a 3,000 fps
and were intended by the factory
for use on varmints and coyotes.
The average of all the three-shot
groups measured only 0.875 inches,
with the smallest of the groups being
only 0.375 inches and the largest
measuring a modest 1.25 inches.

A quick check of WSM prices
showed MidwayUSA pricing (as of
this writing) to be $14.50 for 50
rounds as compared to the .17 HMR
ammo running $13.49. Now, whether
those cartridges are available or out
of stock is another question. But I
don’t think this moderate difference
in price between the two is sub-
stantial enough to turn most shoot-
ers away from the WSM.

As most shooters know, the
availability of ammo is currently in
short supply across the board, and,
because of this, a shooter may not
be able to find ammunition for the
prices as quoted—or find .17 WSM
ammunition at all, for that matter.
My best advice is to not to discredit
the .17 Super solely on the basis of

The major rimfire cartridges today (from left): .17 WSM, .17 HMR, .17 Mach 2, .22 Win Mag, .22 LR, .22 Long,
.22 Short and the once-obsolete 5mm Rem.
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TODAY’S
HUNTER 

Hunting season is a great time to encounter sheds and
even complete skulls. Unfortunately, in many cases,
these will be bleached out from the horns having been
exposed to the natural elements for too long.   
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Story & Photos by
Thomas C. Tabor

RACKING
IT IN 

Shed Antler Hunting Can
Provide Both Pleasure
and Profit.

O utdoor enthusiasts have
found pleasure in search-
ing for shed antlers for as

long as animals have been free-
ing themselves of these unique
appendages. I can’t say for sure
what it is about searching for
sheds that draws so many to this
enjoyable activity, but I suppose a
person could classify it in a cate-
gory of an adult Easter egg hunt.
And as a side benefit, shed hunt-
ing provides a great way of scout-
ing for the upcoming hunting
season. If the animal survived to
shed its antlers in the late winter,
there is a very good chance it can
make it until next hunting season
… often with even bigger trophies
atop its head.
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Sometimes, a shed
hunter gets lucky and
finds an entire skull.

TODAYʼS HUNTER

SHED VALUE
I have a hard time letting loose

of the antlers I find, but many peo-
ple look at shed hunting as a way of
putting money in their pocket.
Where I live in Montana, shed buy-
ers come around periodically with
huge enclosed trailers looking to
pay top dollar for antlers. In this
case, the price paid is usually based
on the gross weight, but for excep-
tionally large racks, or those pos-
sessing unusual characteristics, the
price can be significantly higher.
Generally, deer antler carries a little
higher price per pound than elk, but
this depends greatly on the buyer
and the market. But even if you don’t
live in area where shed buyers rou-
tinely come around, you can always
offer your bounty at auction. In this
case, there is no better place to
reach the almost endless stream of
worldwide buyers than via eBay.

If you choose to not sell the
antlers you find, they can benefit
you in many different ways. Cur-
rently, I’m saving to create a very
large antler chandelier for our

home. In the meantime, I use them
for such things as making knife
handles, pistol grips, candleholders,
kid’s whistles, salt and pepper
shakers and even buttons for my
shooting jackets. I also like to keep
a few lying around the house as
conversation pieces. I once made
some gag gifts for my hunting bud-
dies using some unusually small
horns. In this case, I drilled the
bases of the antlers out and glued a
couple of wood screws into the
holes headfirst. After that, I tied the
horns together with a piece of
leather then presented them to my
buddies while in hunting camp. I
told them if they were unable to
find a buck to shoot, they could
screw the horns into a doe’s head.
Of course, I was kidding, but every-
one seemed to get a laugh out of it.

TIMING IS EVERYTHING
As a buck’s testosterone begins

to drop off in the late winter/early
spring, so do its antlers. While the
exact time of this occurring will vary
both between animal species and

areas of the country, deer usually
begin shedding their horns around
mid January, but in some cases, this
process could last even into late
February. Elk, on the other hand,
usually shed at least a month later
and occasionally continue into early
April. I’ve even seen spike elk carry
their horns well into summer. The
entire shedding process can take
up to three weeks to complete, and
animals in the poorest physical
condition will generally shed their
antlers first. Even though some
people think that the animal rubs
its antlers loose on bushes and
trees, that is seldomly the case.
Most often, antlers are jiggled loose
when the animal is in the process of
jumping, bounding or even when it
jerks its head up abruptly.

Antler material is naturally
white or light gray in color. The typi-
cal brown or red coloration comes
from the animal rubbing its horns
on small saplings, trees and
bushes. This transfers the tree pitch
and resin to the antler, so, conse-
quently, the color they take on has a
direct relationship to the species of
trees and bushes indigenous to the
area. For example, the animals that
rub on sagebrush may have much
lighter colored antlers than those
that have rubbed on fir trees, which
would be darker and redder in color.

It is best to begin looking for
the sheds as soon as possible
after the animal has dropped
them. Exposure to the elements—
especially the ultraviolet rays of the
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... Many 
people look at

shed hunting as
a way of putting

money in their
pocket.

“
”

This décor is perhaps a bit extreme in the antler decoration department, but this little cabin helps to
demonstrate some of the many uses of antlers.

Hunting season is a great time to 
encounter sheds and even complete
skulls. Unfortunately, in many cases
these will be bleached out from the
horns having been exposed to the 
natural elements for too long.   

sun—can bleach the color out and
do other damage. Within a month
or two, the signs of exposure can be
obvious, and bleached antlers will
typically carry less monetary value
than fresh sheds will. In addition,
small rodents like mice and squir-
rels are drawn to the calcium within
the antler, and the damage from the
resulting gnawing will also detract
from the value.

WHERE TO LOOK
Some individuals believe that

the best places to find sheds are
where animals feed and drink, but I

have found more antlers along their
travel routes and trails that run ad-
jacent to bushy creek beds, gulches,
beside steep banks, along rocky
outcroppings, in small canyon terrain
or in broken country. Places where
the game trails intersect streams
and heavy brush often require the
animal to jump or leap from one
side to the other, and this move-
ment can sometimes result in dis-
lodging horns. Another place to
check is on south-facing hillsides,
where the animals have a tendency
to spend time and bed during 
cold weather conditions. Farmers’

With 19+1 in its flush fitting 
magazine, the P -09 can’t be beat 

when it comes to 9mm service pistols.

MAIN FEATURES

 

CZ P-09

www.cz-usa.com

UNSURPASSED
CAPACITY
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some parts of the country, there are
laws that prohibit the sale of antler,
either in the form of sheds or from

legally harvested game animals.
One time, I was returning from a

hunt in New Brunswick,
Canada, and was warned not
to attempt bringing any sheds
back with me into the states
because Canada prohibits it.
Such laws have never made
sense to me, such as
Canada’s prohibition of the

sale and use of bear gallblad-
ders. I would think that every-

one would be in favor of
recycling any natural resource,

especially when there is no harm
being done to anything or anyone.
But because of these unusual rules,
it is important that you check with
your local game department to
make sure that you will be comply-
ing with all the laws and regulations
in your particular area.

In other cases, game depart-
ments may close off access to
certain areas to protect the ani-
mal’s wintering grounds, breeding
areas and/or their birthing areas.
Sometimes, this makes good
sense and helps to protect the 
animals when they are in their
most vulnerable state. GW

haystacks are another area that
is frequently overlooked by
shed hunters. Deer and elk are
often attracted to the hay,
and while trying to pull bites
out of the tightly stacked
bales, the antlers are
sometimes dislodged. 

When you do find a
shed, remember that spot
and return to it the follow-
ing year. Deer and elk are
creatures of habit, and that
can translate in more finds in
the years to come.

Weather can pose a problem
to the shed hunter, but in some
cases, it can actually be beneficial.
While it is much easier to spot a
shed lying on top of a layer of snow,
a fresh snowfall can result in hiding
them from view. And, if you wait too
long, the grass and undergrowth can
quickly begin to hide them as well.

As the popularity of shed hunt-
ing increases, your chance for suc-
cess decreases, particularly on
publicly owned properties. For this
reason, the most successful hunt-
ing sometimes takes place on pri-
vate property. Fortunately, farmers
and ranchers are often open to 
allowing you access for hunting of
sheds because a horn hidden in the
grass can sometimes wind-up
puncturing farm equipment tires.

UNCONVENTIONAL 
METHODS

One enterprising person has
developed a bucket-style feeder
that is intended to speed up the
shedding process. The feeder is
constructed with webbing across
the top. In theory, the animal begins
to eat from the feeder, then gets
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GREAT PLACES TO START

•Along travel routes and trails 

•Near bushy creek beds

•Beside steep banks

•Along rocky outcroppings

•In small canyon terrain or in 
broken country

•On south-facing hillsides

•Farmers’ haystacks

... Bleached 
antlers will 

typically carry 
less monetary 

value than fresh 
sheds will.

“
”

Instead of antlers, the pronghorn antelope sheds its horn sheaths annually and is the only animal in the
world to do so. Antler buyers don’t usually purchase these, but they are still fun to find and usable in
many ways.

Antler can be used to make very attractive knife
handles as well as handles on screwdrivers and
other tools.

TODAYʼS HUNTER

tangled in the webbing, which is
said to dislodge the antlers. I’m not
sure how well this device works,
how ethical it is or even if it is legal
in all areas. I only mention it here
because I found it to be a bit unique
and unusual. Anyway, I think it is
much more enjoyable to simply find
the sheds naturally while wander-
ing through the area and on your
own volition.

Another somewhat unusual
method involves the use of trained
dogs. Some enterprising shed
hunters have been able to success-
fully train their dogs to locate and
retrieve the sheds for them. I sup-
pose this is not all that farfetched
of an idea inasmuch as man’s best
friend has been successfully
trained to smell out all sorts of
different things. 

A WORD OF CAUTION
In some areas, such as Yellow-

stone National Park, law strictly
prohibits shed hunting. And, in
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When we decided to build our own line of
AR rifles, we knew they couldn't be like everyone
else's. So, from the beginning, our AR rifles have
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RELOAD VARMINT    

Loaded with BlitzKings, this Remington 700
in .243 Winchester is a versatile varmint rifle.
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Story & Photos by James E. House

   BLITZKRIEG
Loading Sierra BlitzKing Bullets.

F or many years, Sierra
bullets have been desig-
nated by terms such as

MatchKing, GameKing, 
BlitzKing and Varminter, with
the names suggesting the 
intended uses. The German
word “blitzkrieg” is composed
of the words “blitz” (lightning)
and “krieg” (war). It refers to
striking quickly and decisively.
In football, the term blitz refers
to a quick rush by the defense
on the quarterback. Sierra
BlitzKing bullets are designed
to wage blitzkrieg on varmints.
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RESULTS OBTAINED WITH SELECTED LOADS USING SIERRA BLITZKING BULLETS

40-grain BlitzKing, 0.224”
Caliber Case OAL, inches Powder Charge Velocity (fps)

.222 Remington   Win. 2.166 IMR 4198 19.6 3,306

.222 Remington   Win. 2.166 H322 22.2 3,271

.222 Remington   Win. 2.166 Reloder 10X 21.5 3,309

.223 Remington Rem. 2.251 CFE 223 27.8 3,265

.223 Remington Rem. 2.259 IMR 8208 XBR 25.0 3,029

.223 Remington   Rem. 2.248 IMR 4198 20.0 3,111

.223 Remington   Rem. 2.248 Reloder 10X 22.0 3,101

.223 Remington Rem. 2.245 AR Comp 24.2 3,052

55-grain BlitzKing, 0.243”
.243 Winchester Win. 2.595 IMR 3031 38.2 3,252
.243 Winchester Win. 2.585 IMR 4320 41.5 3,484
.243 Winchester Win. 2.585 IMR 4064 40.5 3,411
.243 Winchester Win. 2.595 Power Pro 2000 MR 43.2 3,453
.243 Winchester Win. 2.595 Reloder 17 45.0 3,302

70-grain BlitzKing, 0.243”
.243 Winchester Win. 2.675 Winchester 760 43.5 3,197 
.243 Winchester Win. 2.675 IMR 4350 43.5 3,122
.243 Winchester Win. 2.675 IMR 4064 39.5 3,289
.243 Winchester Win. 2.675 Power Pro 2000 MR 40.5 3,170
.243 Winchester Win. 2.675 Reloder 17 43.5 3,117

70-grain BlitzKing, 0.257”
.257 Roberts Win.+P 2.775 IMR 4350 47.7 3,131
.257 Roberts Win.+P 2.775 Power Pro 2000 MR 43.7 3,134
.257 Roberts Win.+P 2.775 IMR 8208 XBR 41.0 3,228
.257 Roberts Win.+P 2.775 Winchester 760 47.2 3,173
.257 Roberts Win.+P 2.775 Reloder 17 46.5 3,067
.257 Roberts Win +P 2.792 IMR 4064 39.0 2,930

90-grain BlitzKing, 0.257”
.257 Roberts Win.+P 2.775 IMR 4350 44.5 2,872
.257 Roberts Win.+P 2.775 Power Pro 2000 MR 31.2 2,934
.257 Roberts Win.+P 2.775 IMR 8208 XBR 39.7 3,085
.257 Roberts Win.+P 2.775 Winchester 760 44.5 2,988
.257 Roberts Win.+P 2.775 Reloder 17 44.5 2,916
.257 Roberts Win +P 2.792 IMR 4064 38.0 2,969
.222 Remington   Win. 2.166 IMR 8208 XBR 23.5 3,140
.222 Remington   Win. 2.166 Reloder 7 20.0 3,189

Average velocity is for five shots.
These loads were safe and reliable in the author’s rifles, but neither the author nor the publisher accept any responsibility for their preparation and use by
others. These loads should be approached with caution.

RELOAD

With polymer-tipped bullets
now being much in vogue, the
Sierra BlitzKing line includes bullets
in .204, .224, .243 and .257 calibers
that feature green polymer tips.
Being intended primarily as
varmint bullets, the BlitzKing line
is produced only in these smaller
calibers. Moreover, they are gener-
ally of a relatively light weight for
the caliber in order to achieve the
high velocity and explosive effect
so desired by most varmint
hunters. The polymer tips con-
tribute to the streamlined profile
of the bullets in order to give them
high ballistic coefficients.

My use of Sierra bullets
stretches across many years. The
first sub-1-inch group that I fired
was with 50-grain Sierra spitzer

bullets in my old .222 Remington
Model 700 with a steel-tube
Weaver K4 attached, but that was
long before the BlitzKing line was
introduced. In fact, most of the
BlitzKing line has been introduced
in the last dozen years or so, and
those in the .257 caliber were 
introduced only in 2011. Because
I’ve experienced outstanding suc-
cess with Sierra bullets throughout
the years, I wanted to get to know
the BlitzKing line better.

I have no .20-caliber rifle at this
time, but my battery includes rifles
in the other calibers represented by
bullets in the BlitzKing line. Initially,
I had only the 40-grain bullets but
found the others before testing was
concluded, so loads all of the
0.224-inch caliber bullets were

tested as were all of those in .243
and .257 caliber. The rifles utilized
were a .222 Remington Model 700,
a .223 Savage Axis, a Remington
Model 700 in .243 Winchester and 
a Ruger 77 Hawkeye in .257
Roberts. All have 22-inch barrels
except the .222 Remington, which
has a 24-inch tube.

Although I wanted to conduct
tests with all of the BlitzKing bul-
lets except those in .20-caliber,
there is a limit to how many loads
that can be assembled with each
bullet. An effort must be made to
keep some factors constant and to
choose propellants that are appro-
priate for the particular cartridge.
Consequently, although IMR 4198
might be a good choice for the 40-
grain bullet in a .223 Remington, it
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BlitzKing bullets 
are intended for 

varmint hunting, so 
maximum power was 

not an issue in 
assembling the loads.

“
”

This small cluster of five shots was produced by
the author’s .223 Remington with the 55-grain
BlitzKing and 23.3 grains of Alliant Varmint. 

would not be appropriate for use in
a .243 Winchester. Because of vari-
ous constraints, I chose to test sev-
eral loads with each bullet and to
use the 40-grain BlitzKing in both
the .222 and .223 Remington. My
Savage Axis .223 has a 1:9-inch
twist so the 50- and 55-grain
BlitzKings might prove to be more
suitable in that rifle, but the 40-
grain BlitzKing performed 
extremely well in the Axis .223
Remington. The load combinations
tested are summarized in the ac-
companying table. Velocities were
measured at 10 feet from the muz-
zle using a Competition Electronics
ProChrono chronograph.

This lineup of Sierra BlitzKing bullets includes (from left) 40-,
50- and 55-grain 0.224 inch, 55- and 70-grain 0.243 inch, and
70- and 90-grain 0.257 inch versions.
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BlitzKing bullets are intended
for varmint hunting, so maximum
power was not an issue in assem-
bling the loads. Rather, my interest
was in developing numerous loads
that could be utilized in my varmint
rifles and not necessarily at across-
the-county range.  Therefore, some
of the loads listed in the table could
be considered as being in the mod-
erate category, which suits me very
well for varmint hunting.

When I conducted accuracy
tests by shooting five-shot groups
at 100 yards, I was immediately
impressed by the accuracy I was
able to obtain. In .222 and .223
Remington calibers, all of the loads
listed in the table produced groups
that were less than an inch with the
smallest being 0.36 inch (40-grain
bullet with 27.8 grains of CFE 223 in
the .223 Remington). My Reming-
ton 700 in .243 Winchester caliber
is a fine sporter, but it does not give
the accuracy of the .22 centerfires.
Consequently, most of groups with
that rifle measured from slightly
less than an inch to around 1.4
inches. Likewise, the Ruger Hawk-
eye .257 Roberts is no tack driver,
so most groups measured in the
1.5- to 2.0-inch range. No doubt,
some tweaking of the loads would
result in better accuracy and, of
course, a different rifle might per-
form better, also.

The Sierra BlitzKing bullets rep-
resent an excellent line of varmint
bullets that spans the most appro-
priate range of calibers. Now, if I can
just get the coyote call to work, I
will create blitzkrieg with it. GW

... Most of the
BlitzKing line

has been 
introduced in
the last dozen

years or so ... 

“
”

The Savage Axis in .223 Remington gave
the best overall accuracy of the rifles
tested with Sierra BlitzKing bullets.

RELOAD

CONTACT:
Sierra Bullets

www.sierrabullets.com
(800) 223-8799
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CONCEALED
CARRY
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Model revolvers in .44 Special like this
Taurus make good fight stoppers on the
street. They make sense where big-bore
Magnums might make a mess.
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Story & Photos by Dave Workman

CAN
YOU
CARRY
TOO
MUCH
GUN?
Be Careful When
Choosing a Carry Piece
that Has Too Much
Power for the Street.

Y ears ago, when Clint Eastwood’s
“Dirty Harry” films were selling
more Model 29 Smith & Wesson

.44 Magnums than the company could
produce, a fair number of fellows of my
acquaintance could be found packing
guns of that caliber with 4- and 6 ½-inch
barrels, stocked with full-house loads.
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CONCEALED CARRY 

One friend opted for a Ruger Super
Blackhawk with the squared trigger
guard and a 7 ½-inch barrel, and I
once cautioned him that if he ever
had occasion to use that gun with
those 240-grain bullets, he would
very likely shoot through a bad guy
and just might seriously injure or kill
some innocent bystander. He
thought I was kidding until he took
my advice and put six rounds into a
4x4 piece of hardwood and pretty
much shot it to pieces.

Full disclosure here: I occasion-
ally carried a Model 57 S&W in .41
Magnum with a 6-inch barrel in an
old Safariland shoulder holster
under a heavy parka. It was loaded
with either Remington or Winchester

JHPs, and I worked up a handload
using a Speer 200-grain half-jack-
eted bullet that resembled a semi-
wadcutter at first glance. I did
shoot a deer with that load, once
and decisively, out of a 6 ½-inch
Ruger Blackhawk.

But, typically in my “Magnum
days,” I stuck with the .357 Magnum
using the popular Remington load
with the 125-grain JHP. That round
was credited with stopping a lot 
of gunfights, and my pals in law
enforcement loved it. I still carry
that gun on the trail because, in the
Northwest, there are things in the
woods with teeth and a .357 Mag-
num will bite back.

There was an amusement factor

in all of this. Several people who
had more testosterone than com-
mon sense ended up selling their
big .44s because they found that 
A) they simply couldn’t handle the
recoil, B) they developed such a
flinch they couldn’t hit anything
and/or C) they discovered that those
big cannons didn’t conceal as well
on them as they did on Eastwood
with the right camera angles, so, as
a result, everyone in the neighbor-
hood knew they were packing a .44
Magnum in a shoulder holster

Today, there are much better
rounds for daily concealed carry
than the .44 Magnum, and having
had the opportunity to shoot differ-
ent guns chambered for these cal-
ibers, I’ve got to wonder why some
folks just don’t get this: Using too
much gun could get an armed citi-
zen in a world of trouble legally if an
otherwise justifiable self-defense
shooting left a bystander wounded,
permanently injured or killed.

I carry a sidearm almost every
day. My preferred round is the .45
ACP pushing a 230-grain JHP alter-
nated with a 230-grain FMJ, a trick I
learned from an old Texas Ranger
pal to solve two problems: feeding
and penetration through heavy gar-
ments. I have a JHP in the chamber
and the first round at the top of the
magazine is the FMJ. 

Among my associates are at
least one more .45, a 9mm and .40
S&W, as well as one guy with a .38
Special J-frame S&W in a pocket
holster. I also heartily approve of
the .357 SIG, and I have one good
pal who carries a 10mm Glock.

UP CLOSE, PERSONAL
Let’s get down to it. Up close

Several 
people who 

had more 
testosterone

than common
sense ended up

selling their 
big .44s ... 

“

”

Even with a lightweight .38
Special like Ruger’s LCRx, recoil
is manageable and one can
practice to proficiency.
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Five popular rounds for personal protection are (from left) the .32 ACP, .380
ACP, 9mm, .357 SIG and .40 S&W. All will get the job done and the three on the
right have found popularity with several law enforcement agencies.

Too much testosterone leads some people to carry cannons like the .480 Ruger for personal protection—
good in bear country, not so good at the mall. Recoil tells the tale. Translate that to an urban street
encounter or, better yet, don’t!
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CONCEALED CARRY 

and personal, the .44 or .41 Magnum
—and maybe even the 10mm and
.357 Magnum with the right loads—
are utterly devastating. Human tis-
sue hit by the projectile from one of
these calibers will sustain enormous
damage. Early in my career, I had
occasion to see the results of two or
three such wounds. Gruesome is a
good way to describe them.

There was something else:
They were all through-and-through,
just like deer I’ve shot with the
Ruger, with but one exception and
that was a single bullet I recovered
just under the skin on the backside
of a mule deer buck I shot at about
35 yards, a greater distance than
average gunfighting range. It was
one of two 210-grain Hornady XTPs
over 17.5 grains of 2400. The other
bullet exited. 

On the other hand, I was once
asked to photograph a guy who had
been shot between the eyes with a
.38 Special at close range and the
bullet did not exit. 

There is one other considera-
tion for people who cling to the .44
and that’s the .44 Special round.
It’s got about the same velocity as

a .45 ACP or .45 Colt, and after
130 years or so, it is still a potent
fight-stopper.

Any round can over-penetrate
on occasion, but why press your
luck? A bullet that goes through
the target does not expend all of
its kinetic energy in that target. 
It’s wasted.

Back when I was actively
teaching firearms and self-defense,
I would remind my students that “a
bullet that misses the target will hit
something else.” The same goes for
a bullet that goes through the tar-
get. You’ve simply got to consider
this when selecting the gun you
carry on the street because a
tragedy and legal nightmare are
waiting just around the corner for
people who don’t.

Police began loading with hol-
lowpoint ammunition many years
ago because there is far less likeli-
hood of over-penetration. Learn
from that or face the possibility of
being someone else’s object lesson.

NEW FROM UNCLE MIKE’S
Uncle Mike’s has introduced a

rather clever IWB rig for armed citi-

zens and it should also find quick
acceptance among law enforce-
ment professionals. It’s an am-
bidextrous holster that is also
“tuckable,” a term that alludes to
the ability of the user to tuck a shirt
in over a gun and hide it.

The IWB Tuckable may be
worn on the right or left side, in vir-
tually any position around the
waist, including small of the back. 
It was introduced in four models
that will accommodate handgun
sizes from the J-frame Smith &
Wesson and similar-sized guns all
the way up to the Model 1911 pistol.

Uncle Mike’s says the IWB
Tuckable has five adjustment points
on the clip and three on the actual
holster. The MSRP is $44.95. GW

The IWB 
Tuckable may

be worn on 
the right or 
left side, in 

virtually any
position around

the waist ... 

“

”

Uncle Mike’s new 
ambidextrous IWB holster was
introduced this past spring.
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GUNSMITHING

Cutting out the
corner notches on
the OSB board
bottom shelf. 
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Story & Photos by Steve Sieberts

The Reloading 
Workspace Building a Reloading

Bench and Setting Up
a Reloading Station. 

T his month’s column
will be about some-
thing tied in very

closely with your gun-
smithing projects, and that is
testing. Any time you work
on a firearm—whether it’s
function testing the project
like last months’ Ruger 10/22
trigger job or accuracy test-
ing a custom 1911—it’s critical
that you test the gun with
dummy cartridges, then live
ammunition, especially if
you did any type of trigger or
safety work.

If you are performing any type
of work that impacts the accuracy
of the gun, then you should test for
functioning first and then for accu-
racy. Additionally, as good as fac-
tory ammunition is these days, guns
are very individualistic. By that, I
mean there are so many variables in
bullet/powder combinations that
the gunsmith really needs to test
with both factory loads and hand
loads to really see what type of
accuracy the gun is capable of. 

And when it comes right down
to it, half of the fun in customizing
and working on guns is taking them
out and shooting them!

Not only will it benefit you as a
gunsmith by testing your work, you
will gain a huge amount of knowl-
edge about firearms in general if
you start hand loading. Learning
about interior and exterior ballistics

is a science, a fun hobby unto itself
and will give you a great apprecia-
tion for how firearms work. There
are fine written sources to turn to
for increasing your knowledge, 
including Gun World’s monthly
“Reloading” column, written by
James E. House, and “The ABCs of
Reloading” (9th edition), edited by
Rodney James, available from Gun
Digest Books.

THE WHAT AND HOW
So, now that we have estab-

lished the “why” of reloading, let’s
turn to the “what” and the “how.” In
order to set up a reloading station,
you have to start with a good foun-
dation, and that means a sturdy
bench. A quick Google search will
turn up many plans for many types
of benches, and depending on your
wallet and your carpentry skills, can

Use a square and a
carpenter pencil to get
straight lines.
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either be simple or extremely com-
plex and expensive. As I like to
keep things simple and inexpen-
sive, I have a bench design that I’ve
used for my shop’s other work-
benches, which have worked well
for many years. These benches are
sturdy, inexpensive, easy to build
with basic tools, don’t take master
carpentry skills to pull off and can
be put together in an afternoon … 
including time to gather up the
materials. If you’ve read this col-
umn in previous months, you’ve
seen photos of at least one of 
my benches.

The bench should be about 36
inches high, with solid legs on the
corners. I make the benches 8 feet
long, with a bottom shelf for stor-
age. I use 4x4s on the legs, so you
will need a single 12-foot 4x4. If you
don’t own a truck, two 6-foot 4x4s
or four 3-foot posts will do it. I usu-
ally get outdoor-rated and treated
lumber from my lumber store. The

The completed bench.

The Dillon press ready to be assembled.

GUNSMITHING
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humidity is high where I live, and
you don’t want the bench to warp. 

You will need a 2x4 for the rails
and connector pieces and a single
4x8 sheet of plywood or OSB (Ori-
ented Strand Board) wood for the
benchtop. The bench will be 2 feet
wide, so I find it easier to have the
lumber yard cut the 4x8-foot sheet
that will become the top and bot-
tom shelf into two 2x8 sheets. It’s
easier to transport home.

Thickness of the benchtop will
depend on your budget, but I would
not use anything thinner than ½
inch, and 5/8 inch is even better.
Like I said, you want a sturdy
bench, and we will be mounting
two reloading presses on the bench
for this project. If you eventually get
into heavy work like case forming,
especially with the larger calibers,
you will need a larger press with
serious camming power, and this
will put a lot of torque on the
benchtop. Thicker is better. 

Start by laying out two of the
4x4s and connect them with the
8-foot 2x4s. These will become the
sides of the workbench. I used
wood screws and a good cordless
drill to drive them. I built my bench
with a bottom shelf so two 2x4s are
used to connect the 4x4s (see
photo). Measure across the corners
to make sure everything is square.
Stand up the two sides of the
bench and connect them on the
ends with 2x4s. At this point, you
can cut your shelf corner notches so

... Half of the fun in customizing 
and working on guns is taking them

out and shooting them!“ ”the shelf fits around the legs of the
bench. Now you can secure the
benchtop to the frame and check to
make sure everything is square. 

Finish up by stapling a single
piece of inexpensive indoor/outdoor
carpeting to the top of the bench.

It took me about an hour to
drive to my local home improve-
ment store and purchase the bench
materials and about two hours to
build it. Total cost for materials was
about $75.

SOME ASSEMBLY 
REQUIRED

Now that we have the bench, the
next step is to assemble and mount
our reloading presses. Notice I said
presses, as in plural. There are two
types of reloading presses: pro-
gressive presses and single stage.
As I will be building both a custom
1911 pistol and a precision rifle in
the next few months, I really need
both presses to get the most out
of both firearms.

Progressive presses are designed
to load a large quantity of very good
ammunition in a very short time.

Single-stage presses are designed
to load a small quantity of the high-
est quality, most precisely made,
most accurate ammunition possi-
ble. The 1911 project, being a .45
ACP, will be used in competitive
matches and practice sessions
where we will be shooting hun-
dreds of rounds at a time. This is
where the progressive presses 
really shine. The custom rifle proj-
ect will be focused on developing
and shooting the most accurate
ammunition possible, usually only
20 to 40 rounds at a time, and
this is where the single-stage
presses excel. 

So, for a progressive press, I
feel there really is no finer progres-
sive press (especially for the begin-
ning reloader and weekend match
shooter) than the Dillon RL550B. It
is inexpensive, easy to set up,
durable and loads about 400 to
600 rounds an hour of both rifle
and pistol calibers. When outfitted
with different toolheads, caliber
changes can be performed in a snap.
The press uses standard reloading
dies, and Dillon backs up all of its
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products with a no-B.S. guarantee. 
I owned my first Dillon RL550B

about 20 years ago but sold it off
when I got out of competitive
shooting about 10 years ago, so I
was eager to get the new RL55B up
and running. Setting up the press
was a snap. I opted to install the
Strong Mount, which elevates the
press off the bench, and the roller
handle. Both of these items give the
reloader better leverage and cause
less fatigue when sitting at the
bench for an extended period. This
press will be used quite a bit during
the 1911 build, as well as with other
projects in the column.

The other press to be mounted
on the bench is the single-stage
press. Single-stage presses differ
from progressive loaders in that the
die has to be changed and adjusted
for each procedure. Redding Re-
loading has been in business since
1946 and makes some of the finest
reloading equipment in the world.
One of their powder measures, the
BR30, is used by many of the
world’s best benchrest shooters,
and these rifle shooters are under-
standably accuracy-obsessed.

I installed their Big Boss II Pro
Pak, which includes the single-
stage press, powder scale, powder

Dillon provides a handy
set of Allen wrenches
bolted to the rear of the
press to assemble the
press and attachments.

Install the detent into the ram; this provides solid clicks and indexing when rotating the shellplate.

GUNSMITHING
funnel, case lube pad and case
lube, along with a powder trickler. I
also opted for the Model 3 powder
measure, which uses a micrometer-
metering chamber in order to throw
very consistent powder charges, and
a set of Competition micrometer
dies in 22-250. Their Big Boss II Pro
Pak is an excellent press, quality
engineered and very sturdy, and is 
a perfect way to get started in 
reloading. I had used single-stage
and progressive presses for many
years and, due to family and work,
sold off most of my equipment. 
So I am eager to set up the new 
reloading bench and put the
presses to work.

I mentioned that I’m using Red-
ding’s Competition seating die set,
which comes with a resizing die and
seating die with a micrometer. This
gives the reloader a precise means
of adjusting bullet-seating depth.
Finding the proper seating depth
can take quite a bit of experimenta-
tion, and most rifles will perform
best once that depth is discovered
through testing. Usually just a few
thousandths off the lands is opti-
mum, but this can also drive up
pressures. The Competition seating
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Try a DR® at Home 
for 6 Months!
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 Clear Overgrown Property Fast!
® FIELD and BRUSH MOWER.

 CUT A 44" WIDE PATH Attaches easily to your ATV or riding mower.

MOW WEEDS, BRUSH, even 2" thick saplings — with up to 17 HP of V-Twin power!
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ditches and roadsides without scalping.

 NO STEEL BLADES 
 Commercial-duty, 175 mil cutting line is 
 fl exible and durable. Goes where a 
 bladed mower can’t.

NOW FOR ATVS 
or any other vehicle with a pin hitch (UTV, 
           Riding Mower, Compact Tractor). 
              Clean up all  the hard-to-reach 
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CONTACTS:

Brownell’s Inc. 
(800) 741-0015
www.brownells.com

Dillon Precision Products, Inc.
8009 East Dillon's Way
Scottsdale, AZ 85260
www.dillonprecision.com

Redding Reloading Equipment
1089 Starr Road
Cortland, NY 13045 
www.redding-reloading.com

For online workshop bench plans:
www.hammerzone.com
(click on “Workshop”)

die lets the reloader set the depth
of various bullets with various
ogive profiles, the ability to find
the optimal depth with precision
and can really make the differ-
ence between a rifle that shoots
only OK and a rifle that shoots
outstanding groups.

Bolting the press to the bench
is pretty straightforward. I used
3/8-inch bolts and started with a
smaller diameter pilot hole, then
used a 3/8-inch drill bit to finish the
hole. I usually wallow out the hole a
little to make sure the bolt will slip
through. I used a small leftover
piece of OSB board to reinforce the
tabletop underneath the press to
give it more support. I used large
flat washers with the mounting
bolts under the benchtop to make a
solid and secure installation. 

This is a pretty simple work-
bench, and there are certainly more
elaborate and difficult benches
available, but this style combines
ease of construction, low cost and a
sturdy build. 

Check out the column next
month when I show you how to set
up and use a Ransom Rest to get
the most out of customizing your
1911 pistol. GW

Making adjustments to the Dillon press.

GUNSMITHING

Pistol dies installed into the toolhead.
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QUESTIONS
and ANSWERS

Interview by Craig Hodgkins, Photos by Champion
TARGETED SUCCESS
When your company

logo has a target
on it, you can’t lack

for confidence. The compe-
tition always has you in its
sights, so each of your prod-
uct lines needs to perform.
So far, that ongoing chal-
lenge hasn’t been an issue
for Champion Traps & Tar-
gets, a leading provider of
quality trap throwers, paper
targets, metal targets, clay
targets, hearing and eye pro-
tection and shooting sys-
tems. We recently had an
opportunity to shoot some
targeted questions toward
Eric Miller, Champion’s prod-
uct manager, and he
grouped some pretty accu-
rate responses.

GUN WORLD: Range shooters
have been staring at the name
Champion for years now; how
and when did the company 
get started?

ERIC MILLER: Champion got its
start as Champion Target Company,
a division of Federal Cartridge Corp.
In 1974, three young men who had
experience in the manufacturing
and sale of clay targets approached
Federal with the idea to build a new
clay target plant that would use the
latest technology and methods.
Richmond, Ind., was selected as
the ideal site for the new operation
because of its proximity to raw 
materials, such as petroleum pitch
and limestone, and because mar-
ket research at the time indicated a
high proportion of target sales in
the U.S. occurred within a 100-mile
radius of the city—including Vandalla,
Ohio, just 70 miles away and home
to the Grand American Trap Shoot.

Twelve months after construc-
tion began, the manufacturing facil-
ity was completed and Champion
Target became operational. At first,
production was limited to targets.
However, because the managers
had experience in injection molding,
a plastics operation was developed. 

Since then, Champion has 
expanded its product line with 
offerings in multiple categories,
including Champion Traps and
Targets, Champion Eyes and Ears
and Champion Shooting Gear.

GW: People may know you only
for your targets, but you offer a
broad range of other products.
What are some of those?

EM: Champion started out pro-
ducing clays, but it has expanded
to include products in many cate-
gories. We strive to produce the
shooting industry’s most exciting
and challenging shooting systems.
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Built for rugged and reliable per-
formance, every Champion product
is designed to increase a shooter’s
skills and safety while providing a
fun way to interact with family,
friends or competitors. We cater to
all types of shooters, from experi-
enced to beginner, with clays and
trap throwers, paper targets, safety
equipment and much more.

Our VisiColor and DuraSeal tar-
gets are top sellers and are known
universally. These products show
our dedication and focus to back-
yard and family shooting. They are
fun and provide instant feedback to
make range sessions more enjoy-
able. DuraSeal targets feature an
innovative, long-lasting material
that holds together, even after 

absorbing thousands of
rounds. We were the first
to bring this technology 
to market and continue

to innovate the line with
new designs.

We also take great pride
in our dedication to safety

and comfort. Our shooting
glasses are ballistic rated, not

just ANSI standard. And we are
expanding our ballistic line with
products tailored specifically to new
and female shooters. Our women’s
glasses are not just men’s prod-
ucts painted pink. They are designed
for a smaller frame, and with our
new Bella Ballistica line, they match
current women’s fashion styles.

Shooting rests are new to the
Champion line. We offer a range of
models that complement the trend
toward backyard shooting. These
are high-quality rests, made for a
lifetime of use by new shooters. 

We have competition-grade
paper targets, zombie targets,
nearly 30 styles of clay targets,
hand throwers, automatic traps,
magazines and bipods, shooting
bags and shell pouches and much
more. It’s a complete line of shoot-
ing-related products.

We strive to 
produce the

shooting 
industry’s 

most exciting
and challenging

shooting 
systems.

“

”GW: It’s a competitive field.
What sets Champion and your
products apart?

EM: Champion maintains a leader-
ship position in the market because
of our reputation for high-quality
products and because we innovate
by listening to shooters and tailor-
ing our product lines to the market.
Today, we are really focused on the
new shooter and the backyard fun

The WheelyBird Auto-Feed Trap takes
mobility to the next level with a light-
weight construction and a two-wheeled
frame with pull handle.

Champion makes several
types of recreational and
competition clays.
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aspect of target shooting. You can
see this focus in our product offer-
ings and our marketing campaigns. 
The tagline “(FUN)ction” really
speaks to how we strive to bring out
the fun of target shooting with
functional products that are made
to last and provide excellent serv-
ice. Our DuraSeal line is a good
example. We pioneered this cate-
gory and we make the material here
in the U.S.A. with a dedication to
quality. Our broad lineup really sets
us apart, as well. It builds brand loy-
alty. Shooters have learned what
we stand for and now look for us to
fulfill all their range needs.

GW: How do you develop and
test new products?

EM: We are dedicated to serving
the needs of consumers, so we
develop products through con-
sumer insight groups, insight sur-
veys, requests by our users and by
monitoring the industry and trying
to anticipate future needs. We
have more capabilities and access
to expertise because we are part of
a large brand portfolio. That gives
us the ability to test new ideas and

stay on top of market trends. We
also have dedicated product teams
that develop products with input
from engineers as well as consumer
insights managers.

GW: What is new from Champion
for 2014?

EM: We’re really excited to offer 
our Bella Ballistica line of ballistic
glasses for women shooters. Now,
women can get safe, dependable
eye protection with a real sense of

style. These ballistic-grade shoot-
ing glasses passed MIL-PRF-31013
ballistic resistance testing and
meet ANSI Z87+ high-velocity 
requirements with the same chic
designer-label look found in fash-
ion sunglasses around the world.
Designed specifically for shooters,
these lenses reduce glare and 
enhance target image sharpness.
They can even double as everyday
sunglasses with 99.9-percent
UVA/UVB protection and are made
to last with hard-coated, scratch-

Champion’s sound-dampening ear plugs and ear
muffs (passive and electronic) are a must at the range
or in the field. All plugs and muffs have specified noise-
reduction rating (NRR) measurements.

These young shooters are enjoying the added
benefit of Champion hearing protection.

QUESTIONS and ANSWERS 

GW-1407-QNA-90-95.EP  4/28/14  4:14 AM  Page 92



TWO is better than One
Subscribe Now and SAVE BIG

only
$34.95

Take advantage of this special offer and get a 1-year subscription to Gun World (12 issues) with a 1-year 
subscription to Fire Power (6 issues) and SAVE UP TO 69% off the cover price!

Method of Payment     Check enclosed     Credit Card     Money Order

Payment through credit card   Visa  MC  AMEX  Discover Name on credit card

Credit card number   Expiration date    /   /

Subscriber name First    MI    Last

Address

 City     State

Phone

Email

Signature     Date   /   /

❑ YES! sign me up for a subscription to Gun World and 
Fire Power

That is a total of 18 issues for a total savings of $78.87 off the cover price

For a full listing of our titles, visit www.engagedmediamags.com today!

Enter Promo Code 
A243K031

to subscribe
www.engagedmediamags.com/combo_gwfp

Allow 6 to 8 weeks for delivery of first issue.  Outside US, add $48 per year for additional postage. Pay in US funds only.

GW_1407_93  4/29/14  5:45 AM  Page 93



94 GUN WORLD |  JULY 2014 www.gunworld.com

COMPANY
OVERVIEW

Champion Targets & Traps

Company Established: 1975
Owner: ATK Sporting Group
Headquarters: Anoka, Minn.
www.championtarget.com

resistant polycarbonate lenses. 
Our new shooting rest line 

includes five offerings. These rugged,
performance-based, solid shooting
platforms allow for quick elevation
and windage adjustment and recoil
reduction to accommodate a vari-
ety of rifle configurations. We are
also expanding some of our most
popular lines, including new Visi-
Color and DuraSeal offerings, and
have partnered with Brian “Pigman”
Quaca, star of the shows “Pig Man:
The Series” and “Boss Hog.”  

GW: Where do you see the
company headed in the next
five years?

EM: The shooting industry contin-
ues to thrive and we will continue 
to expand our capabilities and
grow the category. Our consumer
insights team does an incredible
job communicating the needs of
shooters, and we will lean on them
to expand the lineup and direct it
toward all our users, from newcom-
ers all the way to competition
shooters. And, as always, we’ll work

tirelessly to develop new technolo-
gies to make the shooting experi-
ence more fun.

GW: Last year, the shooting
sports world lost Tom Knapp.
How have you chosen to keep
his legacy alive? 

EM: The shooting sports lost a
tremendous ambassador, teacher
and friend with passing of Tom
Knapp. His combination of shooting
skills and stage presence inspired
an entire generation of new shoot-
ers. To honor his memory and con-
tinue his legacy of stewardship,
Champion Traps & Targets has cre-
ated the 2014 Tom Knapp Memorial
Scholarship. For more than a decade,
he represented our brand around
the world at live exhibitions, on tel-
evision and at countless consumer
and trade shows. 

With the support of Tom’s 
wife, Colleen, we have extended his
licensed products agreement to
fund a scholarship that will award
$5,000 to one male and one female
college-bound student. The two

scholarship winners will be chosen
from applicants in the Minnesota
State High School Clay Target League
and will receive their awards at the
State Championships. This scholar-
ship program was created to assist
high school seniors who have 
actively participated in at least two
seasons on a Minnesota State High
School Clay Target League team
and plan to continue their educa-
tion in college or vocational school
programs. We think it not only hon-
ors what Tom stood for but also 
offers an enduring legacy. GW

Tom Knapp, who passed away last
year, was an exhibition shooter,
teacher and ambassador. To honor his
memory and continue his legacy of
stewardship, Champion Traps & Targets
has created the 2014 Tom Knapp 
Memorial Scholarship.

QUESTIONS and ANSWERS 
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Stop me if you’ve heard this
one: The king of high velocity, an
Iranian prince and a cowboy court
jester walk into the Beverly Hilton
Hotel …

OK, maybe they didn’t walk in
at the same time, but this unique
trio did appear together on the Bev-
erly Hilton stage when master of
ceremonies Andy Devine joined Roy
E. Weatherby to present the 1962
Weatherby Big Game Trophy
(known today as the Weatherby
Award) to His Imperial Highness
Prince Abdul Reza Pahlavi of Iran.

The Harvard-educated prince
(and half-brother of the Shah)
began hunting at the age of 14 in his
own country before branching out
to nearby Africa and other exotic
lands in search of big game. By the
time he was chosen as the seventh
recipient of big-game hunting’s top
award, he already held 73 record-
class heads, including the grand
slam of all four North American
sheep species. Fifteen of his tro-
phies had qualified for the Boone &
Crockett record book.

Elgin Gates, the 1960 Weatherby

Trophy winner, Gun World’s big-
game advisor and a frequent con-
tributor, accompanied Pahlavi on
his first North American hunt.
Gates (along with Herb Klein and
Jack O’Connor) had already
hunted in Iran as a guest of the
prince and was delighted to renew
his acquaintance in Alaska’s
Chugach Mountains as they sought
a Dall ram.

After two days of tracking the
herd and examining rams through
the glass, the two (along with 
outfitter and guide Jack Lee of 
Anchorage, Alaska) honed in on 
a top candidate.

“We finally located one lone
ram far across the basin and down
the valley with horns that looked
as if they would measure close to
40 inches around the curl,” Gates
recounted in our July 1964 issue.
But time of day and an incoming
weather front conspired against
them, forcing them to try again 
the next day from a different angle
of approach.

Luck was with them as they
made the top of the ridge early the
next morning and inched forward
until they could see into the basin.
According to Gates, the prince was
the first to spot their intended quarry.

“’He’s about 300 yards away
and coming straight up the slope,’
whispered the prince excitedly, as
he gently and silently bolted a

Our July 1964 issue featured the Elgin Gates story on Prince Abdul Reza Phalavi’s quest for a North
American Dall ram trophy. It also contained a review of a $2,400 rifle from Winslow Arms. That’s more
than $18,000 today.

A PRINCE OF A HUNTER
By Craig Hodgkins
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cartridge into the chamber of his
7mm Model 70 Winchester.”

“After a whispered consulta-
tion,” Gates continued, “and
since there was no way we
could stalk closer, the prince
decided to risk a long shot …
[He] settled into a prone posi-
tion, and using one of his
gloves as a pad for the fore-
arm of his rifle, got ready to
shoot. The next time the ram
stopped, he was ready and
squeezed off the shot. It was
a perfect strike. I could see
the ram just over his shoul-
der and through the
viewfinder of my movie
camera. At the shot, I saw
the ram slump, then start
rolling gently downhill.

“Minutes later, we
were standing beside the
prince’s first North Ameri-
can trophy—one to be
proud of. Both horns just shaded 40
inches around the curl, and, later,
when officially scored, the ram

qualified for the record book.
“The prince ran his hand over

the sweeping curve of the horns,
obviously pleased.

“’You know,’ he said ‘my luck 
always hinges on my first shot of a
hunting trip being good. If it is, all the
rest of the hunt will be successful.’

“He was right, it was.”
Prince Abdul Reza Phalavi

hunted well into his 70s

Big-game hunting legend Elgin Gates was still
writing for Gun World into the 1980s. His story 
in the July 1984 issue, “Gray Ghost of Africa’s
Skeleton Coast,” told of his hunt for a huge and
elusive kudu bull.

Gun World’s co-publisher
Ray Rich looks dapper but

nervous as he interviews
His Imperial Highness 

following the 1962
Weatherby Big Game

Trophy ceremonies. 

and continued to give back to the
sport he loved. In addition to his
Weatherby Trophy, he joined Safari
Club International’s Hunting Hall of
Fame in 1984 and received an Inter-
national Hunting award in 1988. By
the time of his death in 2004 at the
age of 79, he had taken more than
260 varieties of big-game animals
and more than 400 record-class
trophies. His obituary was chock
full of references to his love of hunt-
ing and wildlife conservation.

“His Highness was instrumen-
tal in supporting one of the world’s
greatest conservation organiza-
tions in Europe—the C.I.C.,” it read
in part. “He also was founder and
benefactor of the International
Foundation for the Conservation 
of Wildlife … The Prince and his
foundation believed in sustainable
use of wildlife—conservation that
includes hunting.” GW

   

 ... The prince 
decided to risk a

long shot ... “ ”
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Packed with versatile features, the SR22® is lightweight ( just 17.5 ounces) and perfect 
for just about anything –  target shooting, plinking and learning to shoot. It is easy to field strip, 

fun to shoot, and will reliably accept a variety of ammunition (not just high-velocity ammunition).

THE RUGER® SR22®

 IS THE 
DO-IT-ALL .22 PISTOL FOR THE SHOOTER WHO 

APPRECIATES STYLE AND DEMANDS RELIABILITY!
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