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cease to have any meaning. Doors

and windows are opened wide to

let refreshing breezes flow

through, and people wander in

and out just as easily. Later in the

summer, the house gets sealed up

to preserve precious air condi‐

tioning, but for now, before it gets

too hot, we celebrate the unity of

home and garden. 

I am not much of a gardener

myself, to the chagrin of my

mother and grandmother. But I

grew up in homes surrounded by

lovingly tended gardens, and I

have a sincere appreciation for all

things green and growing. And

flowers—I can’t imagine never

having fresh flowers around.

Fortunately, there are many little

ways I can have flowers in my yard

even though I don’t know the dif‐

ference between an annual and a

perennial. Flowery pillow covers

on the patio furniture, for instance,

or pretty patterned dishes for 

outdoor dining.  Instead of clip‐

ping my own roses, I can buy a

bouquet and display it on the

porch for everyone to enjoy. 

Outdoor spaces deserve just as

much tender loving care as our

indoor spaces. In this issue, you’ll

find inspiration for making the

most of your yard, porch and

patio, regardless of your skill as 

a gardener. You’ll also find lots of

ideas for bringing the garden

indoors, so you can enjoy that

magical June feeling all year long.

How do you blend indoor deco‐

rating and outdoor living during

the summer months? Share your

ideas with us on Facebook and

Instagram, or message me on

Twitter at @always_rh. Until 

next month, I’ll be swinging in 

my hammock!
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Sweet dreams...

A BEAUTIFUL NIGHTS SLEEP STARTS WITH LUXURIOUS BEDDING
Blue Springs Home carries premium bedding from 

Bella Notte Linens, John Robshaw, Libeco Belgian Linen, Matteo, SDH, Les Indiennes, Marcel Miller, 
Pine Cone Hill, Pom Pom & more. Duvets, Sheets, Quilts, Throws, Pillows, Vintage & Home Accents are 

all available at our store and online at www.bluespringshome.com

Visit: 369 East 17th Street, Costa Mesa, CA 92627 • Call: (949) 642-3632 • Email: bluespringshome@gmail.com

Bedding by Bella Notte Linens
Available in a variety of colors.
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Romantic Homes loves to hear from you. Please write and tell
us how we’ve inspired you or what you’ve done to decorate your

home using our ideas. We are also happy to answer any ques-
tions you may have. Romantic Homes 

reserves the right to edit all letters. Send letters or queries to
Romantic Homes, Engaged Media Inc., 22840 Savi Ranch Pkwy.,

Suite 200, Yorba Linda, CA 92887; 
sdumoski@engagedmediainc.com or romantichomes.com.

Letters 

I would like to share a few of my favorite things:
my garden bike, one of my hosta gardens and my
little greenhouse. Romantic Homes has inspired me
to make vignettes throughout my yard as well as
inside my home. I hope the readers enjoy these as
much as I do!

MELVA TEGGE
MIDDLETOWN, IN

When I opened my mailbox today and glanced at
the breathtaking cover of the April issue, so many
precious memories came flooding back to me. As a
self-professed lover of all things French, I found
that this issue truly captured the style, spirit and
romance of Parisian life.

My dream had always been to go to Paris, but it
had always been just a fantasy. Last June my dream
came true when my mother surprised me with a
two-week trip to the City of Light to mark a mile-
stone birthday for me. From the flower markets to
the sidewalk cafes, to the Eiffel Tower and stunning
Versailles, the article “Parisian Moments” featuring
Georgianna Lane’s exquisite photography took me
back to the splendor, glamour and romance of this
incredible city.  It is a memory with my mother that
I will cherish forever.

I thought you might enjoy a few snaps of our
trip to Paris. Thank you for such a beautiful issue.
You never fail to inspire!

STACY STEWART
SALT LAKE CITY, UT

STACYSSHABBYSHOPPE.COM

FAVORITE

things

Yours Truly



A handcraft ed remembrance from 
Th omas Kinkade celebrates your special someone.

It’s never easy to say goodbye. But this angelic messenger inspired by the artistry of 
Th omas Kinkade, beloved Painter of Light™, reminds us all that our loved ones now hold 
a special place in Heaven ... just as they will forever hold in our hearts.

“Heaven’s Embrace by Th omas Kinkade” is tenderly craft ed and painted by hand, 
from each “feather” of this comforting angel’s glorious wings to the meticulously etched 
“lace” pattern of her fl owing gown.

Swarovski crystal adds heavenly sparkle.
A special pearlescent fi nish and touches of metallic gold paint give her ensemble and 

wings a polished luster that dazzles in the light. And gracing her delicate neck, a golden 
necklace is accented with a genuine Swarovski crystal that twinkles as bright as the joy 
you feel every time you think of your much-missed loved one.

Reserve your limited edition today.
Limited to 95 casting days and hand-numbered, “Heaven’s Embrace by Th omas Kinkade” is 

available for just four interest-free installments of $24.99*. Send no money now. Only your fi rst 
payment will be billed prior to shipment. Certifi cate of Authenticity included. Mail the attached 
coupon today.
 *Add a total of $13.00 for shipping and service. 
Deliveries to FL and IL will be billed appropriate sales tax. 

by Th omas Kinkade

Shown smaller 
than approximate 

size of 7" high

Heaven’s Embrace

©2016 HC. All Rights Reserved. 
Stairway to Paradise ©1998 Th omas Kinkade.

HamiltonCollection.com/EmbraceAngel

09-06079 -001-BI

 YES! Please accept my order for “Heaven’s   
 Embrace by Thomas Kinkade” as explained in  
 this announcement.

Name_________________________________________

Address_______________________________________

City________________________State_____Zip______

Signature______________________________________

(Please print clearly.)

SEND NO MONEY NOW!

09-06079-001-E55201

9204 Center For The Arts Drive, Niles, Illinois  60714-1300

MAIL TO:

All orders are subject to product availability and credit approval.

All orders are subject to product availability and credit approval. 
Allow 6 to 8 weeks after initial payment for shipment.

Mail Today!

�



10 ROMANTIC HOMES • romantichomes.com

Floral
By Staci Dumoski

1. Oven mitts, $16.95. (256)
781-0981 or
tastefulhomedecor.com. 

2. Teapot, $50. Visit 
fitzandfloyd.com.

3. Reversible placemats,
$17.92. Visit www.jmcutlery.com.

4. Ceramic jugs, from $13.99.
Visit tch.net. 

5. Outdoor pillow, $39. (800)
967-669 or crateandbarrel.com. 

Browsing

Abundance

5

4

Try our easy ways to surround yourself with
flowers all year long.

2

3

1
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6. Hand-painted soap dispenser, $36. (203) 255-6023
or butterflyrougestudio.etsy.com.

7. Linen napkins, $25. (888) 492-3276 or
thecityfarm.com. 

8. Decoupage glass tray, $45. Visit bensgarden.com. 

9. Faux hydrangea and peony wreath, $79.95. Visit
pier1.com. 

10. Sevres-inspired coasters, $16.95. (626) 405-3433
or thehuntingtonstore.org.

11. Embroidered silk lampshade, $82. Visit 
in-spaces.com.
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Browsing

12

13

14

1516

12. Bedding set, $199 and up. Visit 
bedbathandbeyond.com. 

13. Custom painted sign, $75. Visit 
daisycustompainting.etsy.com.

14. Pink bench, $341.55. Visit en.dawanda.com.

15. Vintage-inspired rose painting by 
Jo-Anne Coletti, $195. (781) 837-6714 or 
vintagerosecollection.com.

16. Tablecloth, $134.95. Visit 
williams-sonoma.com.
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Browsing

17. Flower knob, $29. 
(888) 665-1999 or 
mackenzie-childs.com. 

18. Floral umbrella, $178.
(781) 416-3533 or 
jacarandaliving.com. 

19. Vintage-look suitcases,
$35.75 for three. Visit 
melodymaison.co.uk.

20. Garden tool tote, $69.99.
(866) 634-2626 or 
picnicsandmore.com.

21. Lined basket, $15.35. Visit
melodymaison.co.uk.

22. Lumbar pillow, $245. 
(888) 665-1999 or 
mackenzie-childs.com.

17

19

20

22

18

21
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My Home

It is my safe haven. We designed

and built our home knowing that

it would be a gathering place for

many years to come. It is packed

with memories of treasured

times watching our three beauti‐

ful ballerina daughters grow.

Years ago when I first saw

shabby style decorating, I was

hooked! As a young mother with

three little girls, the idea of using

beautifully imperfect painted

furniture was a dream come

true! So I began decorating our

home using new and timeworn

pieces that worked in harmony. I

used a simple color palette of

pastels and whites. I wanted to

create unity from room to room,

so that pieces could transition

easily elsewhere in our home

whenever I decided to redecorate.

I love using antique treasures like

steamer trunks and vintage baby

carriages as statement pieces in a

room. Architectural elements like

chippy doors and windows also

add interest to any room and can

be used many ways. We have lots

of windows and natural light, so

the house seems even brighter

with all the white furniture and

soft‐colored fabrics.

The best decorating advice I

like to share is to surround your‐

self with things that make you

happy. Everyone is unique, and

our homes should reflect our

own unique style. My daughters’

friends have always loved to

hang out at our home because “it

is the most comfortable.” It’s

ironic considering the amount of

vintage china just sitting around!

Creating a home is about the lit‐

tle details like throw pillows, soft

rugs, cupcake‐scented candles,

family photos and fresh flowers

from the garden. And maybe

even a furry friend or two!

KIMBERLY CLAIR

VISIT @ SHABBYCHICGIRLKC ON

INSTAGRAM

Our home is my escape. 

Treasured

A family home is decorated with
love and filled with memories. 

Share your photos on Instagram using
#SeeMyRomanticHome, and your home

might be featured in our pages.



Dept. 275VS60
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Paris In A Cup
A French Tea Salon 
& Café located in 
Historic Downtown 
Orange, CA

119 S. Glassell Street, Old Towne Orange, CA 92866
www.parisinacup.com • 714-538-9411

We proudly serve 
and sell Nina's 
Paris Teas in 
addition to 
four other 
French Brands.

Visit "Paris" soon!

Serving luncheon, tea,
pastries & French Macarons
Our Gift Shop carries 
French imports & souvenirs
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So Pretty

Create a cozy garden party for two or more.

By Anne Kruse
Photography by Mark Mendez

Styling by Jickie Torres and Lidy Baars

hat curious little corner of the backyard can be

easily transformed into an entertaining space fit

for those seeking a close encounter with nature or

simply wanting to enjoy coffee among the critters.

There is always a way to make it pretty, so roll up

your sleeves. Here are our tips for inspiration. 

FIND A SPACE

Select an easily accessible and safe location.

Summer brings a plethora of insects to your back‐

yard, which must be managed for any outdoor

gathering. You don’t want to send your guests

away with mosquito‐bite‐covered ankles.

Surround your space with citronella candles or

torches. Individualized insect‐control options are

also available. 

USE PRETTY LINENS

Every set of outdoor furniture needs a clean and

pretty canvas to get the party started. Choose a

basic white, colored or print tablecloth; don’t be

afraid to layer one on top of the other. Welcome

more elegance into the space by using cloth nap‐

kins and decorative napkin rings. Yes, you and

your guests are worth bringing out the good stuff.   

SELECT TABLE DÉCOR 

You don’t have to be a prize‐winning table‐setter

to create an elegant setting. Colored glass dishes are

a great choice, especially if you have a beautiful

tablecloth underneath. This provides a fun peek‐a‐

boo at every glance. Choose coffee cups that fit your

décor, and size should be considered if space is

limited. Polishing and placing your utensils pro‐

vides the final balance to your arrangement.   

USHER IN THE FOOD

Keep in mind that your food will be exposed to

the elements, which may melt your perfect butter

sculpture or crumble the moistest baked items.

Setting your butter plate in a bowl of ice will 

sustain a proper temperature. Serve your food in

covered containers when possible to ensure

freshness throughout your event. Pour beverages

elegantly with a sterling coffee carafe or water

pitcher. Include a few flowers from around the

yard for your centerpiece. This will meld your

special area with the beautiful surroundings.   

UNLEASH THE FUN

The intent of creating an outdoor entertaining

space is to enjoy your natural surroundings with

friends and loved ones. Whether you desire a

relaxing, romantic vibe or a livelier affair, the time

you spend and the care you take to make things

pretty will be time well spent. You deserve to

experience summer at its best. So get outside, find

your special spot and start creating.

SUMMERTIME
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Essentials



Bring the romance outside with miniature
fairies and charming vintage finds.

By Victoria Van Vlear
Photography by Henry Z. De Kuyper
Design by M&M Nursery

ROMANTIC GARDEN USUALLY CONTAINS ROSES,A

Garden
beds of wildflowers and a shady place to sit. But what if

you added an element of unexpected surprise with tiny

gardens for fairies that use vintage pieces? Your visitors

will be delighted, and you’ll be able to use your garden as

another canvas to feature beautiful antiques.

FIND THE RIGHT PIECE
Almost any vintage item you find at a flea market or estate

sale can become a garden container. From a wood hutch

or old animal trough to a chipped teapot or gilded frame,

you can add vintage items that are large or small to your

garden. Just make sure the piece you choose has enough

room for soil and plant roots. Even an item as small as a

teacup can transform into a minia‐

ture garden if you don’t crowd it

with too many plants.

PREP YOUR PIECE
Before you add plants to your con‐

tainer, make sure it’s ready for out‐

door weather. For wood or painted

pieces, add a protective stain or spray

to prevent fading and rot. Metal

pieces may gain a little rust, but don’t

worry too much—this will only add

charm to the piece. You’ll also need to

waterproof the container, so line it

with plastic or a rubber waterproof‐

ing material. You won’t want your 

antique wood crate to rot when 

you water the strawberries you’ve

planted inside.

PLANT THE FLOWERS
First, make sure the piece has good

drainage. If it doesn’t, or the

drainage would cause rot, place a layer of pebbles or pea

gravel before you add soil. The rocks will act as a water filter

and keep the water from sitting in the soil too long, which

can damage the plants. Then add your soil and flowers.

CREATE A SANCTUARY FOR FAIRIES
Tiny creatures need small spaces with miniature acces‐

sories. Plant a low ground cover to act as a grassy meadow

or lawn; then add small plants and flowers. Finish it off

with the accents. Decorate with a fairy‐sized table and

chair set, or a bench on which the fairies can relax. Don’t

forget to add the fairies too!

JUNE  2016  21

THIS VINTAGE PIECE acts as a two-part feature. On the left, the faucet becomes a
fountain to wash vintage dishes. Small blooms of sweet alyssum look like soap

bubbles. On the right, a miniature tea party awaits a fairy. The garden contains
just a few plants to make room for the decorative accessories in front.

| For more on M&M Nursery and to purchase fairy accessories, visit fairygardenexpert.net. |
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Follow Us on

Facebook!

• • • • • • • • •

• • • • • • • • •

Explore the cottage style you love
with inspiration from the experts

on cottage architecture, 
design and lifestyle.

facebook.com/cottagesandbungalows
cottagesandbungalowsmag.com

BUNGALOWS&
COTTAGES

SUBSCRIBE NOW

Available on app stores below

Get One Issue FREE!
+

SAVE 81% on Annual Subscription

SUBSCRIBE NOW

Single issues are also available at $5.99. 

For questions on downloading the magazine apps contact 800-764-6278.
For a full listing of our digital titles, visit www.engagedmediamags.com/digital today!

*12 issues for only $19.99*12 issues for only $19.99

Online
(Win/Mac)

Just log on to
ENGAGEDMEDIAMAGS.COM/EEM-5030

OR
SCAN QR CODE BELOW

To Your Favorite Romantic Homes Digital Magazine



JULY 23~9AM-4PM
The Lakeland Center

701 WEST LIME STREET, LAKELAND, FL
$5 admission • kids 12 & under FREE

FOR MORE INFO

FREE PARKING

✓ Vintage Trailers & Campers
✓ Over 100 Beautiful Booths
✓ Garden Dećor & Salvage
✓ Shabby Chic & Farmhouse
✓ Antiques & Treasures
✓ Fabulous Furniture
✓ Artisan Jewelry
✓ Original Art

SPONSORED IN
PART BY
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Say Ahh
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Little
French
Cottage

Roses and the theatre inspire an
artist’s little cottage nestled
quaintly in the French wilderness.

By Jo-Anne Coletti 
Photography by Hélène Flont-Siabas

ROSES AND FLOWERBEDS take on
double duty in studies for Hélène’s
paintings and pretty arrangements
of vases and teacups.
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Say Ahh

that coaxed artist Hélène Flont‐Siabas

and her husband, Christian, to purchase

their small cottage in the quiet hamlet of

Sainte‐Geneviève, France. Tucked deep in

the woods, the 1820s forest‐warden’s

brick cottage is located on two acres of

France’s most picturesque countryside. It

was an instant love‐at‐first‐sight moment

for the couple! 

Hélène realized early on that this

would be the home where she would

spend the rest of her life. The couple met

back in the 1990s when Hélène was

attending art school and Christian was

working as a stage‐design manager for a

theatre company in Paris. “It’s my pas‐

sion for the theatre and my garden that

inspired the design in each room of our

home,” says Hélène. “Each season is a

theatrical play, an act, so everything in

the house changes four times a year: the

printed fabrics, the curtains, the cush‐

ions, the carpets, the lampshades and, of

course, the flowers of the seasons—roses

in summer, foliage and hyacinth in the

heart of winter.”

Every room in the home is unique with

beautiful original features. Hélène loves

old furniture and has slowly accumulated

a fine collection of antiques over the

years. She prefers natural wood and

rarely paints or retouches an old piece. “I

am very choosy about the things I bring

home and always have a mental note in

my mind about pieces I need,” Hélène

says. Louis XVI armchairs, Limoges fine

porcelain and French Aubusson rugs are

high on her collector’s list.

ENGLISH ROSES & TOILE
There is no doubt we are in French ter‐

ritory, yet there is a delicate “nod to

English décor.” It turns out that Hélène’s

parents were of English descent, so it’s

no wonder the dressmaker details are a

reminder of her childhood. The warm

THE PETIT SALON (FRONT
ROOM) bestows a cozy floor-to-
ceiling library with a Louis XVI
settee, an antique fauteuil chair
and floral vintage fabrics that
exude an Old World feeling.

I t was the love of
the theatre
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“I FOUND AT LAST A PLACE THAT

REFLECTS MY TRUE PERSONALITY

—I live a simple life but a   
very happy one.” 
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hues, reproduction toile, vintage floral

linens, needlepoint pillows and coverings,

and artistic details from Hélène’s rose

paintings conjure up a sophisticated yet

cottagey feel.

A ROSE IS BUT A ROSE
Hélène’s art studio is harmonious and

deeply peaceful with its own view of the

surrounding gardens. Her paintings are a

true testament to her love for flowers and

her interaction with nature. “I always

loved gardening and working outdoors,”

says Hélène. “I can get lost in the garden

for hours picking flowers—roses in par‐

ticular—to make bouquets that I will

paint, exclusively in oils and using tradi‐

tional techniques.”

While flowers are the main subjects of

her paintings, she has a fondness for her

feathered friends also. “I take care of the

birds and like to observe them from my

studio and paint them too,” says Hélène. “I

even have a great friend among the birds

that I rescued from an absolute peril when

he was little, Merlot, a lovely blackbird

that comes to visit me every day.”

Surrounded by her roses, and the peace

and quiet of the French countryside, Hélène

is living out her dream. “I found at last a

place that reflects my true personality—I

live a simple life but a very happy one,” 

says Hélène.

THE GUEST BEDROOM REFLECTS
HÉLÈNE’S ENGLISH ROOTS with pink toile
bedding and printed drapes inspired by a
pattern from the 1800s. |FOR MORE ON HÉLÉNE, VISIT HELENEFLONT.BLOGSPOT.COM. |

FOR THE THEATRE

AND MY GARDEN

THAT INSPIRED 

THE DESIGN IN

EACH ROOM OF 

OUR HOME.” 

“It’s my passion 

Say Ahh



Our newly redesigned site makes it easier than ever to explore the styles you love.

Stop by today for:
• Dreamy photos of romantic décor 

• Tips and tricks from designers 

• Fabulous party ideas and recipes

• Expert advice for vintage collectors

• Craft projects and DIY how-tos

• Holiday inspiration for every style

romantichomes.com

Why Wait  for Inspiration? 
Find beautiful decorating and entertaining ideas online every day at romantichomes.com.
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Villa
This seaside garden retreat
is all about pink. 

Written and photographed by Tiiu
Kaitalo/IDECORimages.com



EVERY SPRING NIINA CLEANS
THE REMNANTS of the past
winter from the terrace and the
cottage. She is busy with her
pink paintbrush, giving the
table, benches and outdoor
kitchen a fresh coat of paint. 
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THE LITTLE KITCHEN HAS EVERYTHING THE 
COUPLE NEEDS, including plenty of storage space

and a refrigerator behind the lacy curtain. The solar
panel provides enough power for the refrigerator,

cell phone and computer batteries as well as for the
outdoor light used when it gets dark. Niina has hid-

den a little storage space in the divider wall that 
separates the living room from the kitchen. Niina

inherited the lamp from her grandfather.
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when Niina finds time to fix up her

summer paradise. Her dream of a sum‐

mertime escape from the city came

true six years ago when she found the

place by accident when she was run‐

ning, only 10 minutes from her home.

After she made the deal, the old run‐

down cottage was demolished and a

new one was built. At first it was a cute

getaway for Niina and her daughter

Emma. Later Sami joined them as a

barbecue master.

The romantic décor was inspired by

a picture taken from a magazine, which

now hangs framed on the wall. First all

the interior surfaces of the new cottage

were painted white. As a skilled interi‐

or designer, Niina believes that oppo‐

sites are a source of strength, so the

materials she chose are soft cotton 

and silk, hard stone and iron as well 

as rustic wood. 

The décor has been spiced up with

souvenirs from the couple’s trips. The

pink color of the cottage and the name

Villa Rosa gradually turned into a

theme, and everything became more

and more pink; soon the couple only

brought pink items to the cottage. The

radio, marshmallows, drinks and

clothes are all pink. 

The open glass shelves in the kitchen
make the small area feel more spacious.

t Villa Rosa, a pink 
paintbrush is a common   
sight in the yard every spring 

A



IN THE EVENING THE LIVING ROOM
TURNS INTO A BEDROOM, and the

couch is opened up to create a bed. The
mirror once belonged to Niina’s 

grandfather, and the beautiful rustic lamps
are from Indiska. The wooden letters
above the bed are a reminder of the

importance of dreaming and sleeping.
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|LEFT| THE ANGEL WINGS WERE BOUGHT
FOR EMMA WHEN SHE WAS YOUNGER.
The beautiful mirror used to belong to Niina’s
grandfather. The lamps get their power from
the solar panel.

|ABOVE| THE GUEST BEDCLOTHES ARE
KEPT IN A LARGE BASKET. The cats’
bowls, of course, match the color scheme
of the cottage.

GATHERING PLACE
The cottage atmosphere is at its

best, according to Niina and Sami,

when the sun is shining, the little yard

is full of friends and the table is full of

delicious food and, of course, some

pink bubbly. Niina and Sami offer light

and simple food made from seasonal

ingredients. In addition to salad, they

grill some vegetables, mushrooms and

chicken. At Villa Rosa you will not find

plastic tableware or readymade food.

A little herb garden grows by the

outdoor kitchen wall. More plants are

added every week to ensure that there

will be herbs for the entire summer.

They have arugula, coriander and basil

growing in the little pots, and straw‐

berries and tomatoes in the hanging

baskets. The kitchen has been

designed so there is room for two

cooks at the same time. Niina fixes the

salad or sets the table, while Sami

takes care of the barbecue.

The cottage dress code is all about

pink. The couple’s friends know the

Villa Rosa color and choose their out‐

fits accordingly. Even Romeo the cat

has some pink on his harness. 

GARDEN OF DELIGHTS
The garden flowers are Niina’s pride

and joy. Peonies are her favorite flowers,

but there are also perennial roses and

hydrangeas growing in the Villa Rosa

garden. In the early summer, the smell

of lilacs fills the air as the entire yard

is surrounded by lilac shrubs. They

don’t have running water in the 



NIINA’S SISTER USED TO LIVE IN
HAWAII, and the cute signs are
souvenirs from there. The open
glass shelves in the kitchen make
the small area feel more spacious.
There is a tiny cellar under the floor
where drinks stay cooler on a
warm summer day.
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NIINA HAS BROUGHT BACK
SAND FROM DIFFERENT COUN-
TRIES where she has traveled. The
couple got engaged in Mexico,
and the round wooden plate is a
memory of the romantic trip.
Foxgloves grow next to the cottage.

As a skilled interior designer,

Niina believes that opposites are a
source of strength.

cottage, so Niina came up with the

idea of having an outdoor shower

in the shelter of the lilacs. An out‐

house was created in an old stor‐

age room next to the shower.

The lot is bordered partly by

the rocks and partly by the lilac

hedge with a small yard between

them. An iron bed has been

placed in the shelter of the trees.

It is Sami’s favorite place to relax.

Niina, on the other hand, loves

sunbathing on a deck chair or a

blanket on the rocks.  “I can see

the sea sparkling, sailboats pass‐

ing by and seagulls soaring in the

sky,” she says. “Chilled white wine

and strawberries should, of

course, be within reach. I can also

admire the blooming garden from

the rocks.”

Niina and Sami lead a hectic life,

and the cottage offers them a little

break from it all. As long as the

weather is hot and sunny, the

couple is happy.



“I can see the sea sparkling,
sailboats passing by

and seagulls soaring in the sky.”
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Perfectly

Pink

1. BUBBLY DRINKS TOGETHER with
marshmallows are a must in the sum-
mertime. Rosé wine is Niina’s favorite.
2. THERE IS A SHELTERED SPOT at the
back of the little yard perfect for nap-
ping. Niina bought the antique iron
bed from an online store. They take the
bed under shelter for the night and
bring it back out in the morning. 
3. HERBS ARE GROWING along the
sheltered wall of the outdoor kitchen,
and the couple uses them in their cook-
ing every day. Arugula, basil and
coriander are suitable for salads as
well as for warm grilled food.  
4. PEONIES ARE NIINA’S FAVORITE
FLOWERS. The iron candleholder was
found abandoned in the yard of a
house. The stones are souvenirs from
trips to warm countries. 
5. A CUTE ROW OF KEYS is hanging
on the cottage door. They are keys to 
the cottage community’s shared sauna
and outhouses.

1

2

3

4

NOTHING SAYS SUMMER
ROMANCE LIKE THE BLUSH

OF PINK. 

Whether you want to accent an
all-white room with pink high-
lights, or go all out with an
entirely pink-on-pink room,
here are some tips for getting it
just right.

Before making a final selection,
try out multiple shades of
pink—what looks good on a
paint chip may not look great
on the walls.

Blend pink with other colors to
get the best effect. Gray softens
it, orange makes it pop, while
white and greens with pink create
a warm and natural environment.

When adding accessories to an
all-pink room, make sure they
come from the same color fami-
ly as your wall color. Match
undertones (yellow, orange or
blue) to create a cohesive look.

5



THE BED IN ROOM 3 HAS A HEADBOARD BY
MAISONS DU MONDE. The bed is made with

a mix of old and new, with favorite brands
Libeco and Simla. The bedspread is from Ikea.
Sylvie made a skirt out of lace and fabric her

mother-in-law had saved. The light switch above
the bed is hidden behind a birdhouse. 



THE OLD CHEST OF DRAWERS
WAS FOUND AT A FLEA MARKET.
It was a nasty green color, but
Sylvie fell for the carvings. She
painted it bright white. The chair,
a cast-off from Sylvie’s sister,
received a handmade linen jacket.
The blue-gray color on the wall is
Aqua by Flammant.

OnceAND
Visit this beautiful
bed-and-breakfast for
a taste of nostalgic
vintage charm. 

By Mirjam Enzerink/Coco Features
Photography by Peggy
Janssen/Coco Features
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Before
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accented with delicate
lace linings, antique
embroidery and worn

linen chair covers. 

Flea-market furniture and 
old building materials have 

graceful lines,

THE SOFA COMES AS AN ANTIQUE
from a former bridal shop; the color was
perfect for the atmosphere of the guests’

library. The coffee table is an off-the-shelf
find from a nearby shop.



JUNE  2016  43

You can feel and see that in her lovely

home and all five rooms of her bed‐

and‐breakfast. Walls, woodwork 

and linens wear soft colors. Flea‐

market furniture and old building

materials have graceful lines,

accented with delicate lace linings,

antique embroidery and worn linen

chair covers. 

“I cherish the memories of old

times,” says Sylvie. “I want to hold

and relive them with items of that

era. Sometimes it involves real

childhood memories. But to be hon‐

est, I have an eye for all that is old

and romantic. The nostalgic feeling

that evokes the atmosphere of times

past makes me happy. It doesn’t

have to be complicated though; an

old picture hanging on a lace ribbon

is perfect to me. But it can also be

an ordinary, everyday object that

carries me away, like an old wash‐

ing board. Simply beautiful! My

grandmother worked with it, and

it’s that memory that makes it even

more beautiful to me.”

EARLY BIRD
Sylvie has collected vintage and

antique items for more than 30

years. She knows the best shops and

flea markets in the area. “I adore les
brocantes!” she says laughing. “I

enjoy poking through old stuff.

Preferably together with good

friends, like at the annual flea mar‐

ket in Lille every September.”

ylvie Mosselmans is
a romantic soul. S

THE ROCOCO CABINET IN ROOM 3
was a discovery by neighbor Walter
Van Dam. The old pram Sylvie found
at an antique market in Holland. 

THE LARGE FRAME BELONGED TO
SYLVIE’S FATHER and was in his office
with a seascape inside. It now cap-
tures a large collection of treasures
discovered at famous flea markets.



IN THE HALL IS A STILL LIFE OF BASKETS
and handmade accessories made from
old fabric and lace.

But we could easily fill
it up with my collections.”

"This house, an old farm-
house, was very spa-

cious when we bought it
15 years ago.
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SYLVIE MAKES CUSHIONS FROM OLD
COTTON SHEETS. The letters are sten-

ciled with fabric paint. The flower
wreath Sylvie embroidered herself.



A GLOSSY BLACK AGA STOVE sits
in the B & B’s kitchen, between the

wooden kitchen cabinets. “As a child
I was already looking at the pictures
of these stoves in magazines. In our

house such a stove is too hot, but it’s
fine here since the room is large and

has a high ceiling.” Thanks to the
many collections of ancient pots and

enamel the kitchen exudes the feel-
ing of an old grocery store. 
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THE DINING ROOM IN THE PRIVATE HOME
of Sylvie and Marc still has an original tiled
floor from the late 19th century. The French
antique chairs were restored by a neighbor’s
company, Chic Campaign. The fireplace is del-
icately decorated with an old carved shelf.
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Together with friends Sylvie will

rent a motorhome. That way she can

spend the night a stone’s throw from

the best spots. As a true early bird,

she picks the best items ahead of 

the crowd. 

“This house, an old farmhouse, was

very spacious when we bought it 15

years ago. But we could easily fill it

up with my collections. Luckily it had

a large attic too! Perfect for a collec‐

tor like me. If I fall in love with a nice

piece of furniture, I simply can’t let it

be. But don’t worry; I won’t forget

about a cupboard or chair once it is in

the attic. I love to change my rooms.

Every week I drag along stuff all over

the house to make new combinations.

Furniture should not be in one place

all the time, that’s my opinion. That

way you won’t forget about it and

[you’ll] keep enjoying it over and 

over again.”

BLANK SPACE
The large collection of antiques also

came in handy when Sylvie and Marc

decided to open a B & B.  Seven years

ago, they turned the old cowshed and

adjacent barn on their property into

this lovely hideaway. “It was a radical

process that lasted 18 months. The

walls were affected by nitrates from

manure, and the roof was mostly rot‐

ten. Eventually there was little left of

the old buildings. It was one big gap‐

ing hole for a long time.” 

Sylvie and Marc looked on the

bright side; the blank space that was

left gave them the freedom to be cre‐

ative in dividing the building. The liv‐

ing room, for example, now has a cozy

and intimate character, thanks to the

new floor above. 

SEVERAL CUPBOARDS IN THE B & B, INCLUDING THIS ONE, ARE MADE
OF OLD WOOD BY NEIGHBOR WALTER VAN DAM. This sideboard is com-

posed of an old desk and an old staircase. It’s filled with dishes from La
Vaisselle au Kilo. The table linen (Clayre and Eef) Sylvie bought in the

Swedish colors she loves: white, gray, blue, lime green and red.  The kitchen
is decorated with a collection of flea-market kitchenware; the sober gray and

white is interrupted by a hint of red and cheerful polka dots.
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| Learn more about the Jadis et Naguere B & B at jadisetnaguere.be, and
visit Sylvie’s blog at tatam-jadisetnaguere.blogspot.com. |
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Little 

Bring romantic style to
your home and garden all
summer long. 

Written, photographed and styled by Courtney of French
Country Cottage

A
Cottage  

Style

Down an old dirt road in the countryside,

I found a rundown cottage in the middle of

several open acres that was for sale. The

cottage was nothing like the photos I had

seen online or anything like what I was

expecting it to be. 

Sometimes, those things that
don’t seem to be a perfect fit 
at first glance are far more
perfect than you even realize. 



Patina adds so much character
to the overall feeling of a room.

It is definitely not something to 
be overlooked.

LIGHT, BRIGHT AND
CHARMING, from
the antique-inspired
rug to the reproduc-
tion furniture, my
office is a place that
inspires me.
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When I put the first chandelier up
in this simple country cottage, most
people thought I was crazy. 
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IT WAS FAR MORE.

It was an old 1940s abandoned vacation

house—complete with broken windows, ceil‐

ings wide open to the attic and siding that

was rotting away from the elements. But

instead of seeing the mess it was in, we saw

what that cottage could be. 

Each room was covered with wood plank

walls, the kitchen had the original cupboards

and original charm, and there was a whole

house full of hardwood flooring. We fell in

love with the potential it had, and the size,

acreage and location were perfect for raising

our family.  And so we took the plunge to

purchase it, and, bit by bit, that little 

rundown cottage was transformed 

into a warm and 

welcoming home.
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THE POWER OF PATINA

After years of renovations and additions, our cottage

is bright and welcoming and filled with memories

everywhere we look. With a sprinkling of French

Country, a pinch of shabby cottage style and an

abundance of romance, those white‐painted plank

walls and dark hardwood floors lend themselves 

to a style dotted with patina and feminine touches

and to the beginning of my style and blog, French

Country Cottage.

My style mixes and mingles rustic elements with

elegant flair. When I put the first chandelier up in

this simple country cottage, most people thought I

was crazy.  But to me that rustic cottage backdrop

was absolutely perfect for an over‐the‐top chande‐

lier. It fit my design aesthetic perfectly.

My motto? I believe in the power of patina. Every

room deserves a little bit of bling. And a room is

not truly finished without fresh flowers.

If you walk in the room and it     
makes you smile, 
it is exactly how it should be. 

WHITE SLIPCOVERED SOFAS
LEND THEMSELVES to a fresh

cottage style and make it
easy to mix in colors and tex-
tures. And slipcovers are easy

to maintain as well. Having
three children and two dogs,

I simply toss them in the wash
with a bit of bleach as 

needed to keep them clean.



MOST OF THE COTTAGE IS 
COVERED in white wood walls, but
the renovated bathroom got a touch
of color and pattern with the floral
toile wallpaper for romantic charm.



I HAVE ALWAYS HAD A
LOVE AFFAIR WITH WHITE
KITCHENS, and our cottage

came with a charming 1940s
kitchen. We kept the original

cupboards, while adding
marble counters and a 

subway-tile backsplash.
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…the table is filled
with ambiance that
charms guests,

inspires storytelling and laughter, and
invites everyone to linger just a bit longer.
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Romantic Outdoor Living
FILL YOUR GARDEN WITH ROMANTIC COTTAGE

STYLE WITH THESE TIPS FOR DECORATING 
AND ENTERTAINING.

AMBIANCE: When entertaining, always think of
ambiance first, from the place settings to the flowers,
to the lighting and soft music in the background. A
dinner party is a perfect reason to indulge your guests
and create an evening they won’t forget.

CENTERPIECES: Create small bouquets in vintage sil-
ver goblets and place them marching down the center
of the table. Surround them with fresh clippings from
the market or your yard for a fresh touch.

LINENS: An abundance of French tickings, ruffles and
floral fabrics mingling with weathered pieces, worn to
perfection, speaks Romantic Cottage Style. Choose
your favorites and mix them up.

PATINA: I am a huge believer in the power of patina:
a piece that is well worn is really a piece that is well
loved. Patina adds so much character to the overall
feeling of a room. It is definitely not something to 
be overlooked.

RULES? NOT A CHANCE. French Country Cottage
style is all about using what you love in the way you
love it. I am always asked about what the rules are,
and my answer is always the same. The only rule is if
you love something, it is perfect. If you walk in the
room and it makes you smile, it is exactly how it
should be. 

For more on Courtney, visit
frenchcountrycottage.net. 

{ {

A HAMMOCK IS A PERFECT PLACE TO RELAX and unwind in the
afternoon. With an abundance of pillows and a cozy blanket to wrap
up in, it is easy to get lost in a blissful siesta in the warm sun.  • I
CRAVE THE MIX and mingle of rustic and elegant in my home, and I
definitely carry that over into outdoor spaces and entertaining as well.
Because we’re in California, you can find our family outdoors as much
as possible, from relaxing by the river-rock fireplace, to lazy days in
the hammock and dinners on the pea-gravel patio. • FRESH EUCALYPTUS
BRANCHES laid down the center of the dinner table as a garland min-
gle with vintage silver goblets filled with flowers for a soft, romantic
touch.  • A FAVORITE WEATHERED AND WORN TABLE is a perfect
backdrop for elegant dishes and stemware. With a garland of fresh
greenery and an abundance of flowers set in vintage silver goblets,
the table is filled with ambiance that charms guests, inspires story-
telling and laughter, and invites everyone to linger just a bit longer.
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NewThe

Flowers and
fabrics are a
natural fit.
Here’s how to
update your
accessories to
look fresh and
homegrown.

By Meryl Schoenbaum
Images courtesy of Laura Ashley USA
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rather than a matching look.” 

TO MAKE FLORAL DESIGNS LOOK FRESH, start with a large-scale
design, and then pull colors from it for your coordinating patterns.

Here, Laura Ashley’s Ambleside collection combines a master floral
wallpaper with a check-pattern bedding in the same colorway.

“Today we have a much more 
coordinated look



66  ROMANTIC HOMES • romantichomes.com

“When your prints 
are not matched,

it looks like the room
grew over time.”A WHIMSICAL DESIGN, like

the small yellow floral print in
these Abbeville curtains from
Laura Ashley’s Sweet Briar
Collection, would work well in
a child’s bedroom or bathroom.
“We haven’t left sweet patterns
altogether,” Penne says.
“We respect our roots.”



What is your reaction to seeing flowers? If you’re

like most women, it brings a smile to your face

and brightens your day. Mention the company

Laura Ashley to women and it produces a similar

reaction. So we went to the beloved purveyor of

floral prints to learn more about the subject and

share it with you.

Ever since the first flowers sprouted up from the

ground, women have been universally attracted to

them. “Our attraction to flowers dates back thou‐

sands of years, to ancient Egypt,” says Hope Gough,

marketing manager of Laura Ashley USA. “There is

evidence of the Egyptians’ fascination with flowers

in hieroglyphics.” 

Indeed, the lotus and the rose were commonly

illustrated in the ancient sign language. “The lotus

is represented by a full‐face view, with fully

expanded petals. The rose is given as a side view,

as in a comparatively young bud,” according to

Thomas Meehan in his book The Gardener’s

Monthly and Horticulturist V24 (chestofbooks.com).

Since then, flowers have become the perennial sym‐

bol of nature’s beauty and romance. “We love to get

flowers and like to garden; it brings us to a happy

place,” says Penne Cairoli, president of Laura

Ashley USA. “Flowers appeal to our emotions and

bring back memories.”

It’s only natural, then, that floral prints are

commonly found in fashion and home décor.

“There is something romantic about flowers, and

designers can easily translate it into fashion and

soft furnishings,” Hope says. “They reflect our

natural surroundings, and it’s an easy way to

bring the outdoors in.”

Laura Ashley has been synonymous with

romantic English floral prints for generations.

The company’s namesake founder was looking 

to fill a void of her own when she designed her

first product. 

“Mrs. Ashley loved patchwork quilts, but she

“There is something romantic
about flowers, and designers can easily 
translate it into fashion and home furnishings.” 
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“We know what our DNA is.
Laura Ashley is floral,

but we have adapted to 
changing styles over 

the years.”
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couldn’t find them in the patterns she

remembered from her childhood,” Penne

says. “So she set out to design them her‐

self.” Visits to a museum and a movie pro‐

vided further inspiration for the 28‐year‐

old entrepreneur. 

“Mrs. Ashley was fond of the English

countryside,” Hope explains. “She was at

an exhibit at London’s Victoria and Albert

Museum, where she saw a display of

patchwork quilts and decided to make her

own but could not find the fabrics she

liked, so she designed them on her small

London flat’s kitchen table. Her husband

made the first screen for her, and bought

the dyes and linens.” A scene in the 1953

film Roman Holiday had Audrey Hepburn

wearing a headscarf with small‐scale flo‐

rals, and it sparked a trend—as well as

Laura Ashley’s signature style. She and her

husband went to High Street stores, knock‐

ing on doors to sell their tea towels and

headscarves. The products were well

received, and the first Laura Ashley store

was established in 1968.

MAKING FLORALS 
LOOK FRESH

Floral prints have evolved through the

decades along with fashion trends. The

charming, dainty patterns of the 1970s gave

way to bright, bold flowers in the ’80s.

Matching sets of textiles have been replaced

with more sophisticated combinations. 

“We haven’t left sweet patterns altogether.

We respect our roots,” the company’s presi‐

dent says. “We know what our DNA is. Laura

Ashley is floral, but we have adapted to

changing styles over the years. Today we

have a much more coordinated look rather

than a matching look. The flowers are

THIS BEDROOM IS DECORATED in Laura
Ashley’s Harbour Collection “Runswick” design.
The bedding is an embroidered version of the
flower on the wallpaper. The supersized flower
is a modern interpretation and makes everything
look like a set without being an exact match. “It
is the perfect marriage of classic and contempo-
rary,” Hope says, “a simple, classic flower that
has been scaled to an oversized fashion that
makes it fresh and contemporary, and could
appeal to many people.”



YOU CAN EFFECTIVELY MIX PATTERNS AND TEX-
TURES in the smallest of spaces, as this window-seat
nook illustrates. Here, Laura Ashley’s floral “Sandford
Seaspray” wallpaper from the Harbour Collection is

coordinated with a matching design on the curtains.
A check pattern makes an appearance on a pillow

fabric on the window seat for a modern mix of
designs that harmonize beautifully.



JUNE  2016  71

oversized with more modern designs.

When your prints are not matched, it

looks like the room grew over time.” 

But what if you want to keep the floral

wallpaper you bought 10 years ago and

update your room without spending a lot

of money? “You don’t want to match it.

Find a check or stripe that goes with it, 

not a floral,” Penne says. “If it’s a large‐

scale floral, then go smaller with the new

designs and vice versa. Laura Ashley prod‐

ucts are soft in color and European in 

flavor. There should be something that

coordinates with your wallpaper within

the collection.”

You can also update the look inexpen‐

sively with new trim and a can of paint.

“Try a larger molding and paint it in a

color that complements or contrasts the

wallpaper,” Hope advises.  “Another way is

to pull a color from the print itself to make

the trim color pop.”

If your budget allows for a bigger invest‐

ment in your décor, the company makes it

easy for you to sample their products

before you buy them. 

“In order 
to suit 

contemporary      
designs,

overscale 
patterns are 
a significant
player in all 
our collections.”

(ABOVE): LAURA ASHLEY’S FLORAL PRINT
“Ella” wallpaper (in Berry) from the Sweet Briar
Collection is set off by curtains in a light-green
stripe. The green stripes coordinate with the
leaf color in the wallpaper.

(BELOW): ONE OF THE WAYS LAURA
ASHLEY HAS MODERNIZED its floral prints is
by introducing large watercolor designs, like
this bedding in the “Gosford” pattern.
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“We encourage you to ask for swatches.

We offer eight swatches per request for

each wallpaper or fabric because they

will always look different at home,”

Penne says. “See it in your own home 

and play around with it.”

Her rule for decorating a room is to 

purchase the most expensive item first:

“Bedding first, then wallpaper and then 

fabric,” she says.

The concept of mixing florals with checks,

stripes, herringbone and different color‐

ways can be daunting for homeowners, but

there are tried‐and‐true methods to avoid

buyer’s remorse. 

“Work with your master florals first if you

are mixing prints and patterns—the largest,

most distinctive prints in the room,” Hope

says. “Then move on to checks, stripes and

smaller prints.” The lauraashleyusa.com

website offers a virtual personal‐designer

feature that enables you to select your

favorite pattern of wallpaper or fabric and

see all the products that coordinate with it.

The shopping experience is designed to

boost your confidence in your ability to 

decorate your rooms.

“Laura Ashley
products are soft
in color

and European 
in flavor.”

(TOP RIGHT): OLD SCHOOL MEETS NEW
SCHOOL in this dining area. Laura Ashley’s classic
Francesca pattern adorns the draperies and chairs.
To modernize the look, the wall color and furnish-
ings were kept simple so they don’t compete with
the fabric’s design.

(BOTTOM RIGHT): TO BRIGHTEN A ROOM with
dark wood furniture, keep the wall color light and the
furnishings simple. The dark wood table anchors the
room and keeps it from looking too light.
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THIS ROOM ILLUSTRATES A
LOW-COST WAY to refresh a
space by mixing a floral print
and stripes with an overscale
palm-leaf design. Laura Ashley’s
Palmleaf pattern in Apple on the
draperies is simple in design but
full of impact. It would work well
in bedrooms and living spaces.
A solid-color fabric was used on
the sofa, but you can refresh it
by switching out the throw 
pillows. (Note: Throw pillows
are called “cushions” on the
company’s website).
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A Room

Transform a garden shed or
greenhouse into a creative
retreat just for you.

By Staci Dumoski
Photography by Kim Snyder
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and family, there is sure to come a time when you

crave a little space that’s just for you. This

inevitable truth is the force behind the rising pop‐

ularity of  “She‐Sheds,” the feminine counterpart

to the ubiquitous man cave. Tucked away in a cor‐

ner of a backyard or garden, these private

retreats are the perfect place to enjoy a quick 

getaway all on your own. 

Dana O’Brien, whose company A Place to Grow

(recycledgreenhouses.com) builds custom sheds

out of reclaimed materials, connects the appeal of

a She‐Shed to the joy of childhood backyard forts.

Whether you want to refresh your creative juices

or just relax with a cup of tea, a She‐Shed may be

exactly what you need.

A She‐Shed can be anything, from a restored

o matter how much you love your homeN
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greenhouse or tool shed to a converted

Airstream trailer or beach hut, accord‐

ing to Gill Heriz, who has tracked the

She‐Shed movement through two

books, A Woman’s Shed and A Woman’s
Huts and Hideaways. New construction

or a cleverly repurposed structure—

it’s not what your shed is made out of

that matters, but what you put into it. 

DECORATE WITH A PLAN
Just like any room in your house, your

She‐Shed needs to be outfitted properly

before you can move in. Here are some

of the basics you’ll need to consider.

LIGHTING: Use a qualified electri‐

cian to install overhead and task light‐

ing as necessary. Flea markets and thrift

stores are great sources for light fixtures

that match your décor without breaking

the bank. Be sure to ask for some wall

sockets while you’re at it, for a sewing

machine, computer or stereo!

FLOORING: Brighten up concrete

floors with a coat of paint, or throw

down a rug (or collection of layered

rugs) to add warmth and color. DIY

pros may want to install wood or tile

flooring, but we recommend against

carpet that can’t be removed for 

easy cleaning.

STORAGE: Built‐in storage is the

best way to make the most of a small

space. Consider cabinets and open

shelving. Benches that open up pro‐

vide both seating and places to keep

things. Baskets, old hat boxes, vintage

suitcases and other decorative storage

options add ambiance while keeping

your belongings neat. Just be careful

not to let your shed become a catchall

storage space—that’s what the garage

is for!
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FURNITURE: The furniture you put in

your shed will depend on what purpose

it will serve. If you plan to have guests,

you’ll need at least one extra chair. Do

you need a worktable, or a chaise lounge

for napping? Choose carefully—in a small

space, every piece must count!

DÉCOR: From curtains to throw pillows

to knickknacks on the shelves, when it

comes time to decorate, fill your space

with all your favorite things. Whether

that means chippy chairs, faded linens or

glittering chandeliers, choose what you

love. Remember, this is your space, and it

should make you happy.

Whether you want to refresh
your creative juices or just

relax with a cup of tea,
a She-Shed may be exactly what

you need.
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Details

Brighten up your reading nook with 
soft fabrics and light accessories.

Written, photographed and styled by Gay Van Beek

summer

Styling
the 

library
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THE WORD “LIBRARY” INVOKES
VISIONS OF FLOOR TO CEILING
BOOKS; RICH, DARK WOODS
WITH ACCENTS OF LEATHER;
AND DISTINCTLY MASCULINE
ACCESSORIES. While a warm, cozy

reading nook draped with heavy fab‐

rics might be appropriate for a winter

setting, transforming the room into a

light, airy summer space is easier than

you think.

Bring in neutral cotton or linen

upholstery in light, soft colors. Covered

buttons and tufting add an air of subtle

sophistication. Accessorize with throw

pillows covered in pastel florals or soft‐

hued prints. Richly textured throws in

light colors will cozy up the room and

create a warm and inviting space.  

Live greenery brings a touch of sum‐

mer to the library.  If you are opting for

a more sophisticated look, add green‐

ery in the form of topiaries. These

ornamental shaped plants are abun‐

dant during the summer months and

are often made with rosemary, laven‐

der or heather, providing not only

visual beauty but also an extra dimen‐

sion with their delectable aroma.  

Group your books by color: shelves

with bright blues and spring greens

will add a touch of whimsy. A neutral‐

themed design utilizing all white and

black books adds a modern, sophisti‐

cated look. Removing the paper covers

on your vintage books will often reveal

brightly colored bindings with hints of

gold gilding.

Style your summer bookshelves by

including light garden touches such as

small statues and finials. Add picture

frames in one color family. Don’t over‐

accessorize: incorporate these touches

every two or three shelves to make

your space more varied visually.

BRING IN LIVE PLANTS AND FRESH
FLOWERS to add color and dimension
to the summer library.
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Details



JUNE  2016 81

The library is one of the most under‐

utilized rooms in the home. It does not

have to be just an office space or a

place to store your books. Bring in a

small table and chairs, and host your

book club. Serve breakfast or a lunch‐

eon for friends. Have an afternoon tea.

Take a nap. Use your shelves to display

family mementos, photos, antiques or

even vintage ironstone.

The summer library is bright, light

and airy. It can be decidedly feminine

or uniquely masculine. Style it so that

you can enjoy it year round: it is more

than just a room for the bibliophile. 

For more on Gay, visit
canterburycottagedesigns.blogspot.com.

|BELOW LEFT| USE ACCESSORIES WITH GREAT
DETAILS like this vintage ottoman with the original
nail-head trim and needlepoint. 

|OPPOSITE| FOR VISUAL IMPACT, group books
by color.



82 ROMANTIC HOMES • romantichomes.com

Surroundings

Create a great first impression when welcom-
ing guests to your home by decking out your
porch in your own signature style.  

Written, photographed and styled by Melinda Graham

Make an
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If you have a passion
for decorating,

|OPPOSITE| ALTHOUGH THE TWO
ENTRANCES HAVE SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT

STYLES, the design is kept coherent by
maintaining the color palette and peppering
it with a few more darling garden bunnies.

you could easily run out of rooms

before you run out of fabulous ideas.

But happily you can look beyond the

doorstep for areas that could use a lit‐

tle sprucing up. Porches, patios and

decks are spaces with endless decorat‐

ing potential. The front porch in partic‐

ular is the place where you welcome

your guests in style while setting the

tone for what is to come. Since the

porch is the gateway to your home,

why not set the stage for the beauty

that is to unfold when guests cross the

threshold of your front door?

This farmhouse‐inspired home has a

charming wraparound porch that

beautifully reflects the carefree style of

the garden and the home’s delightful

interior spaces. Guests are welcomed

immediately with a color palette that is

a pleasing blend of the garden’s pink

flowers, the home’s green shutters and

white siding, and a hint of the cheerful

sunshine yellow that graces the foyer

beyond the doorstep. The simple lines

of the Shaker furniture and the soft

antique quilts suggest the serious col‐

lections that are yet to be seen. But the

effortless placement feels very relaxed

and welcoming. The whimsical bunny

statues peppered throughout the space

echo a childlike enthusiasm for leisure

time spent playing in the garden.

Peek around the corner to the side

entrance and there is an ever so slight

change in tone. The saying “Back door

guests are best” applies. Kick off your

shoes, set down the dirty garden

gloves and march right into the kitchen

[CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT] THIS ANTIQUE CHILD’S TUB is trans-
formed into a lovely and whimsical planter for colorful geraniums. It blends
well with the other furnishings, while serving as a unique conversation
piece. •  WHILE IT IS IDEAL to use durable outdoor fabrics on porches,
introduce other vintage linens generally not considered to be outdoor-safe,
such as quilts and cotton pillows, for seasonal impact. Bring these items
inside during inclement weather.  •  SMALL DETAILS CAN HAVE A LARGE
IMPACT. This old wooden step stool proudly holds an array of garden col-
lectibles. The small vignette shows visitors a glimpse of the homeowner’s
personal style.  •  ALTHOUGH THIS IS A NEW HOME, it is clear that
great thought was given to even the smallest details to add character to the
entry. This classic screen door, flanked by carriage lanterns, echoes the
quaint days of yesteryear. 

TIP:
When considering a refresh 

for your home’s entry, start with
the basics. Peeling paint, sun-

faded finishes and rusty railings
will take away from any updates
you wish to make. So start with

a good old-fashioned spring-
cleaning, freshen up the paint

and then decorate to your
heart’s content!
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Surroundings

A PORCH IS LIKE A WELCOME CENTER FOR
YOUR HOME. It should allow visitors to have a
peek at what is to come inside the home, while
providing the homeowners a place to sit and enjoy
the comforts of the great outdoors.

TIP:
Decorate your porch

according to its size. If the
area is small, keep the
scale of furnishings and
number of accessories 
balanced. You want to
enhance the area not

overwhelm.
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for a cold glass of lemonade. While the front

entrance exudes a traditional feeling that reflects

the décor of the home’s foyer, the side entrance

beautifully translates the lighthearted approach to

the seamless space between home and garden. This

entry may be more relaxed, but it is every bit as

stylish. The furnishings are more rustic and utilitar‐

ian, but the theme transfers effortlessly because the

same color palette is carried throughout both

spaces. It truly is one porch, but the décor sets the

tone for what is on the other side of each door.

Giving your porch a fresh new look can be as
simple as a weekend project, if you have a plan

and make the most of every decision.

TIP:
The porch is the transitional
space between outdoors and
indoors, so mix the colors of

your garden and outdoor
paint with the style and colors

of the entry. With this
approach, the lines between

outdoor and indoor will
blend seamlessly.

START WITH A CLEAN SLATE. Clean, clean, 

clean … walls, floors, ceilings and furnishings. Make

it sparkle.

TOUCH UP AND REFRESH. Scrape and paint any chipping

paint and rusty railings. This is also the time to consider

a bright new color for your front door or shutters.

MAKE WISE DECISIONS. Determine the use of your

entry or porch before making furnishing purchases:

conversation area, dining area, viewing area or sim-

ple seating for a select few. Buy or paint furnishings

in neutral colors that complement the exterior of your

home in finishes that will withstand the elements. 

DEFINE THE SPACE. Whether the entry is small or a large

wraparound porch, you can create defined spaces with

the addition of an area rug. Area rugs can define seating,

eating and entry areas. They can also introduce color

and pattern.

MAKE IT POP. Add color with your seasonal acces-

sories and cushions. From spring flowers to fall har-

vest pumpkins, colors can be forever changing. And

you can punch up the volume with outdoor fabrics on

pillows and cushions.

MAKE THE MOST OF A FRONT

PORCH MAKEOVER.

tFor more ideas 
and creative sharing, visit 

surroundingsbymelinda.blogspot.com.
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Collecting

Discover the utilitarian
charm of these artfully

adorned heirlooms. 

Antique Written and styled by Lidy Baars
Photography by FrenchGardenHouse

Enamelware

ENAMELWARE COMES IN A WIDE
VARIETY of colors and finishes, like
this mottled white tea set that would
be just as beautiful to use today as it
was 100 years ago. 



HE AMAZING VIBRANT COLORS AND
SPECTACULAR GRAPHIC DESIGNS GIVE
ANTIQUE ENAMELED WARES A SIGNATURE
LOOK PRIZED BY COLLECTORS AND
DESIGNERS ALIKE, AND ADD FRENCH
COUNTRY FLAIR TO ANY HOME. 

Originally used in European and American house‐

holds in the late 1800s and early 1900s, these com‐

monplace, utilitarian pieces are charming reminders

of a time when even humble household items were

beautifully made.

Most of the enamelware antiques sought after by

collectors today were manufactured between the late

1800s and 1940.  Roses (especially hand‐painted rose

garlands), pansies, gilded accents and soft pastel hues

of pink, blue and aqua make the hearts of collectors

beat faster. One standalone piece of enamelware

holding a bouquet of romantic roses can add great

flair to a dining room table, but one just doesn’t seem

to be enough, and a collection is born!

WHAT IS ENAMELWARE?
During the 19th century, painted utilitarian steel or

tinware became known as French enamelware due to

its popularity in France, although it was produced

throughout Europe, with large amounts manufac‐

tured in Austria, Germany, Belgium and

Czechoslovakia.  Most collectors prefer French enam‐

elware because of the quality and designs.

Enamelware was made by fusing powdered glass to

steel items in a kiln, creating a durable, glass‐like fin‐

ish that kept the metal from rusting. Several coats of

enamel were required to produce a quality piece that

could be used in kitchens and bathing areas without

rusting. Talented artists created the botanical and

graphic designs on many of the French pieces, and

each piece was an original work of art.

TYPES OF ENAMELWARE PIECES
Enameled heirlooms from the past include everything

used in Victorian and Edwardian kitchens for preparing

meals, including pots, canister sets, salt holders, coffee

pots, pails, utensil racks with matching utensils and

more. Teapots, sugar and creamer sets, soda and sand

sets, body pitchers (used to carry enough water for a

bath before indoor plumbing existed) and pitcher and

bowl sets for each bedroom were all beautifully colored

and often decorated with hand‐painted floral designs. 

T



Collecting

a collection of enamelware is
stunning when artfully 

displayed.

MOST ANTIQUE ENAMELWARE
IS USED TODAY FOR DISPLAY; 
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3-IN-1 PORTABLE 
POWER PACK WITH 

JUMP STARTER

LOT  38391 
62376

62306 shown

 $4499 
comp at $ 59 .99 

SAVE 
25%

 6 PIECE 
SCREWDRIVER 

SET 
LOT 61313/62728

62583/47770
62570 shown

VALUE
 $798 
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SOLAR POWERED 
FOUNTAIN PUMP

LOT   66093  

•  42 GPH

$1599 $1799 $1799 comp at 
$29.98

SAVE 
$75

SAVE 
77%

SAVE 
$90 SAVE 

33%

SAVE 
$78

SAVE 
66%

SAVE 
$230

SAVE 
75%

SAVE 
$339

SAVE 
59%

SAVE 
29% RAPID PUMP®

3 TON HEAVY DUTY 
STEEL FLOOR JACK 
LOT   69227/62116/62584
62590/68048 shown

 $7999 
comp at $ 155 .95 

•  Weighs 
74 lbs.

$15991 $4499

 $17999 17917999  $4999 $494$ 99
comp at $499 comp at $63.88

 2.5 HP, 21 GALLON 
125 PSI VERTICAL 
AIR COMPRESSOR 

LOT   69091
61454/61693
62803/67847 shown

LOT 62469/62337 shown

Customer Rating

POWDER-FREE 
NITRILE GLOVES 

PACK OF 100
3-IN-1 ELECTRIC 

BLOWER VACUUM 
MULCHER

 $599 
YOUR CHOICE

comp at 
$14.97

•  5 mil 
thickness

Customer Rating

SIZE LOT 
MED 68496/61363
LG 68497/61360

X-LG 68498/61359

Item 68498 shown

SUPER
 

COUPON

Customer Rating

 16 OZ. HAMMERS
 WITH FIBERGLASS 

HANDLE 

 $399 
comp at $17.99

YOUR 
CHOICE

 LOT  69006
60715/60714

 LOT 47873 shown 
69005/61262

 CLAW RIP

900 PEAK/
700 RUNNING WATTS 
2 HP (63 CC) 2 CYCLE
 GAS RECREATIONAL 

GENERATOR
LOT   60338
69381 shown

 $8999 
comp at $168.97

 80 PIECE 
ROTARY TOOL KIT 

 $799 

LOT 97626 shown
62325/68986/69451

comp at $ 24 .15 
$11999 comp at 

$349.99

  26", 4 DRAWER 
TOOL CART 

LOT 95659 shown
61634/61952

•  580 lb. capacity

17 FT. TYPE 1A 
MULTI-TASK 

LADDER

 $11999 
comp at $ 209 .99 

LOT     62514
62656

67646 shown

•  300 lb. capacity
•  23 Confi gurations

 $799 
comp at $11.97

3 PIECE 
SOLAR MOSAIC 

LED PATH LIGHTS

LOT 60757

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 9/17/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

WOW SUPER COUPON

SAVE 
$360
$21999

 $29999 29999 comp at 
$579.99

6 FT. x 8 FT. ALUMINUM 
GREENHOUSE

 LOT 69714 
47712 shown

 $1499 
comp at $59.97

LOT 5889/62281
61637 shown

 29 PIECE TITANIUM 
NITRIDE COATED

HIGH SPEED 
STEEL DRILL BIT SET 
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The variety of different types of enamel‐

ware makes it a joy to collect—there

will always be something you can add

to your collection.

WHAT TO COLLECT
The most sought after enamelware is

French, made between the late 1800s

and the early 1900s. Spectacular hand‐

painted designs of flowers, birds and

ferns are the most coveted, with lus‐

cious colors meticulously hand‐applied

by the artists of long ago.

Many collectors choose a particular

type of item to collect. Biggins, or

three‐part coffee pots, are the most

popular with collectors and considered

the most collectable. The types of

antique enamelware pieces are so var‐

ied that many collectors collect pieces

in their favorite colors and try to get

one of each kind of enameled piece for

their collection.  

WHERE TO FIND IT
Look for enamelware at flea markets,

antiques shows and online.

(FrenchGardenHouse.com carries a

selection of French enamelware.)

Expect to pay anywhere from 75 dol‐

lars for a small pitcher to more than a

few hundred dollars for a large, hand‐

painted or rare piece of French enamel‐

ware. Look for pieces with thick, glossy

enamel. Some damage is to be expected

for useful items of the past. Chips, if not

too large, don’t devalue a piece, except

where the damage is on the main design.

HOW TO DISPLAY
ENAMELWARE
Most antique enamelware is used

today for display; a collection of

enamelware is stunning when art‐

fully displayed. A small canister

can be used to show off one 

perfect rose from your garden. Or

several coffee pots lined up on a

hutch in the dining room make a

fascinating display. 

The large body pitchers are a

favorite with gardeners, used to

showcase freshly picked flowers

from their gardens. The pitchers’

tall shape sets off a large bouquet

to perfection.  A few pitchers hung

on pegs outside add a touch of color to

a garden shed wall, and at the same

time are very useful for watering

plants.  Enamelware is addictive—

once you start collecting, you will 

likely become enamored of the pastel

palette of dusty pinks, pale blues and

greens, and the sheer utilitarian beauty

of each piece.

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT LIDY, VISIT
FRENCHGARDENHOUSE.COM.

Collecting

THE BIGGIN POT was invented
around 1780 and was one of the
first coffee pots to introduce a filter
to coffee brewing. 



Payment Method                         Check enclosed           Credit Card           Money Order           Bill me

Payment through credit card     Visa     MC     AMEX     Discover          Name on credit card 

Credit card number                           Exp iration date    /   /                  

Subscriber name                                        First                                             Middle                                             Last
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YOUR HOME DESERVES

THE INSPIRATION.
Get a 1-year 
subscription to both 
Cottages & Bungalows 
and Romantic Homes 
magazines and save 
81% on the combined 
cover price!

Fill out the form below and mail it to: Engaged Media, Inc., Lockbox #70253, Philadelphia, PA 19176-9883

YES! Sign me up for a subscription to Cottages & Bungalows and Romantic Homes for $29.95
(that’s 18 issues for a $131.87 savings off the cover price)

ONLY
$29.95
A $131.87 SAVINGS 

OFF THE COVER PRICE

DOUBLE
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Ta Da

Bring the garden to your table with these almost
too-pretty-to-eat cookies and cupcakes.

By Diane Sedo  •   Photography by Elise Portale

Table
A garden 

on my

and I see flowers blooming in my garden. Which flowers will peek

through first this year? Tulips! 

I bring the beauty of my garden inside to my kitchen table. I place

a timeworn, green damask cloth on the table before adding a bou‐

quet of freshly cut tulips set inside my col‐

orful chintz teapot. The Royal Winton

Welbeck pattern is inspired by cottage 

garden flowers and coordinates beautifully

with my yellow kitchen. Colorful butter‐

cream rosebud and tulip cupcakes are 

displayed on a clear pedestal cake stand

and placed inside chintz teacups before

serving them to guests.  

The new Russian tulip cake‐decorating

tips are causing quite a

stir right now, and

they’re a cake decora‐

tor’s dream. It takes

just one step, a

squeeze and a pull of

the icing bag, to create

beautiful buttercream

tulips and rosebuds.

You’ll have to learn

some icing tricks, but

practice makes perfect.

I’m constantly surprised and delighted
every year when spring arrives

THIS ROYAL WINTON
WELBECK TEAPOT is filled with

fresh tulips. Nest a frosted 
cupcake in a matching teacup

for a sweet presentation.
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t
|CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT| THE

RUSSIAN TULIP cake-decorating tips make it

easier than ever to create beautiful butter-

cream flowers for your cakes and cupcakes. 

NO GARDEN IS COMPLETE WITHOUT

BUTTERFLIES. This butterfly cookie is deco-

rated with royal icing and shown with a

Paragon Sweet Pea teacup.

THE JAMES KENT HYDRANGEA individual

butter pat dish is the perfect size for present-

ing a small cookie or two.  

Contributing editor Diane Sedo is co-author of
Taking Tea with Alice (1997 Warner Books, 2007

Benjamin Press) and is a certified instructor of
Dorothea Johnson’s Tea & Etiquette program

(Elmwood Inn Fine Teas).  Follow her two
Facebook pages:  Sentimental Celebrations, and

Tea Cups and Cupcakes.
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Make It

Birdhouses

Use pretty papers and decoupage glue
to transform inexpensive wooden bird-
houses into custom summery home
décor pieces perfect for inside or out.

Written, photographed and styled by Alice Golden 

Stylish Summer 



J U N E  2 0 1 6   9 5

• Two wooden birdhouses
• Assorted patterned papers
• Coordinating paper flowers 

and butterflies
• Aqua and lime acrylic paint
• Crackle medium
• Teal droplets
• Glitter glue
• Tan ink
• Decoupage glue
• Printer or copier paper
• Sandpaper
• Small paintbrush
• Cosmetic sponges or disposable 

foam paintbrush
• Hot-glue gun (optional)

4 . Lay the template over the specialty
paper, trace and cut. Continue until
you have a paper cutout for each sur-
face of both birdhouses. Ink the
edges of each piece of paper with tan
ink. The ink will prevent any bright
white cut edges of the paper from
showing in the finished piece.
Working with one piece at a time,
apply a thin coat of decoupage glue
to the back of the paper using a 
cosmetic sponge or disposable 
foam brush and attach it to the bird-
house. Use your fingers to smooth
out any air bubbles. Continue apply-
ing papers until both birdhouses 
are covered.

5 . Use hot glue to attach paper
flowers and butterflies to the bird-
houses, as desired. Glue droplets to
any flowers that need a center.
Apply a thin line of glitter glue
along the scalloped edge of the
larger birdhouse, or any edge you
would like to highlight.

| For more about Alice, visit alicegolden.com. |

WHAT YOU’LL NEED:

WHAT YOU’LL DO:

1 

3 5

1 . Lightly sand any rough edges on
both birdhouses. Apply aqua paint
along the base, roofline, perch, round
opening and all seams. Because most
of the surfaces will be covered with
paper, there is no need to be precise
with the painting. The main goal is to
make sure there is no exposed wood in
the finished project.

2 . Apply crackle medium to the dried
aqua paint, following manufacturer’s
instructions. Use a thin coat to create
smaller cracks. Once the crackle medi-
um is dry, apply a thin coat of lime
paint over the medium using long
sweeping strokes. The crackling will
begin to appear almost immediately.

3 . Use printer or scrap paper to create
a paper template of each surface of
both birdhouses (front, back, sides and
roof). Place the paper on the surface
you are working on and press along
the edges to create a line to follow
when you cut out the template. It
might take a few tries to create a tem-
plate that precisely follows the shape 
of the surface, but better to waste a 
few sheets of scrap paper than your
specialty papers. 

TIP : When creating a template of the

front, first poke a hole in the paper for

the perch. Then place the paper over

the perch so it lies flat on the front

and continue as above. 
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So Pretty
Pages 18–19

Teapots, Victorian biscuit box, vintage plates,

tole tray and linen ruffled napkins: Visit 

frenchgardenhouse.com. Demitasse sugar sticks:

Visit islandteacompany.com. Detailed bunny 

cookie mold: Visit fancyflours.com.

Essentials
Pages 20–21

Fairy garden accessories and plants: Fairy 

Garden Expert, visit fairygardenexpert.net.

Once and Before 
Pages 40–51

Room 3: Headboard: Maisons du Monde, visit

maisonsdumonde.com. Bedspread: Ikea, visit

ikea.com. Paint: Aqua by Flamant, visit 

paints.flamant.com. Kitchen: Dishes: La Vaisselle 

au Kilo, visit lavaisselleaukilo.be. Table linens:

Clayre and Eef, visit clayre-eef.com.

A Little Cottage Style
Pages 52–63

Office: Desk: Hooker Furniture, visit 

hookerfurniture.com. Outoor: Table and dishes: Joss

& Main, visit jossandmain.com or wayfair.com. 

The New Florals 
Pages 64–73

Visit lauraashleyusa.com to view complete collec-

tions, request swatches and locate stockists in 

your area. 

Featured patterns: Page 64: Wallpaper, drapes:

Honeysuckle Trail (in Grape), from the Ambleside col-

lection; Bedspread: Highland Check (in Grape),

from the Ambleside collection; Throw: Lothian

Check (in Grape), from the Ambleside collection.

Page 66: Curtains: Abbeville, from the Sweet Briar

Collection. Page 68: Wallpaper, bedding:

Runswick, from the Harbour Collection. Page 70:

Wallpaper: Sandford Seaspray, from the Harbour

Collection. Page 71 (top): Wallpaper: Ella (in

Berry), from the Sweet Briar Collection. Page 71

(bottom): Bedding: Gosford pattern. Page 72

(top): Draperies, chairs: Francesca pattern. Page

72 (bottom): Chairs: Ludlow pattern (in topaz blue

and green); Lampshade, window shade: Edwin (in

Apple); Wallpaper: Palmleaf (in Apple). Page 73:

Drapes: Palmleaf pattern (in Apple).

Ta Da
Pages 92–93

Cake and cookie supplies: Visit fancyflours.com.

Vintage china: Tea Leaf Cottage, 141 N. Glassell,

Orange, CA 92866, (714) 771-7752.

Russian cake-decorating tips: Search ebay.com

and amazon.com.

Escape the summer doldrums
with the July issue of Romantic
Homes! From dreamy beachside cottages to

magical backyard “glampouts,” discover enchanting

ways to decorate and entertain all season long.

From expert tips for a sophisticated bedroom

makeover to the secrets of creating a romantic

home the whole family will love, you’ll find page

after page of beautiful ideas that will inspire you

throughout the summer. 

Shopping Guide

Coming Next Month

Summer
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Events

Romantic Homes read-
ers are seeking your
events!
Draw more visitors, enhance
your visibility and increase
product sales. Let our 
established brand attract more
attendees and vendors to help
make your marketing efforts 
a success.

A Place to Grow ..............................................recycledgreenhouses.com ........................................17

Angel Heart Designs ........................................angelheartdesigns.com ............................................17

Asheford Institute of Antiques ........................asheford.com ............................................................17

BCM/Do It Yourself Chic ..................................doityourselfchic.com ................................................23

Blue Springs Home ..........................................bluespringshome.com ..............................................7

Canterbury Cottage Designs............................canterburycottagedesigns.blogspot.com ..................13

Country Roads Antiques ..................................countryroadsantiques.com........................................99

Earth Angels Studios........................................earthangelsstudios.com ............................................2, 97

Expressionery ..................................................expressionery.com/romantic ....................................5

Farmhouse Wares ............................................farmhousewares.com................................................13

Figments Studio ..............................................figmentsstudio.com ..................................................13

French Garden House ......................................frenchgardenhouse.com............................................15

Hamilton Collection ........................................hamiltoncollection.com/embraceangel ....................9

Harbor Freight Tools ........................................harborfreight.com ....................................................89

Paris in a Cup ..................................................parisinacup.com........................................................17

Silver Spoon Jewelry ........................................silverspoonjewelry.com ............................................15

Swag Vintage Designs ....................................swagvintagedesigns.com ..........................................13

The Fancy Flea ................................................fancyflea.net ............................................................23

Urban Mountain Mercantile ............................urbanmountainmercantile.com ................................23

Vignettes Antiques ..........................................vignettesantiques.com ..............................................97

Vintage Doors LLC ..........................................vintagedoors.com ....................................................22

Vintage Market & Design ................................vintagemarketanddesign.com ..................................100

Vintage Rose Collection ..................................vintagerosecollection.com ........................................23

ad index

The Advertiser’s Index is provided as a service to Romantic Homes readers. Romantic Homes is not responsible for omissions or typographical errors on names, page numbers or contact information.

Follow Us 
on

Facebook!

Explore beautiful, 
inspirational, feminine
home décor from the

Romantic Homes
experts.

HOMES
omanticR

Storewide Sale & 
French Flea Market
Saturday, May 21st

10:00 am to 3:00 pm
4828 Newport Ave., San Diego, CA 92107
619-222-9244 / Vignettesantiques.com

Flea
by the Sea!

Vignettes presents

����������	
����
������������
June 3–5 • Country Living Fair • Rhinebeck, NY
July 31 • Artist Showcase at “Sign of the Tymes”

Lafayette Mill Antiques Center, Lafayette, NJ
August 13 • NATS Torquay Pottery Show & Sale

Doubletree Hilton, Mahwah, NJ
Sep.16–18 • Country Living Fair • Columbus, OH

����������	
�����������������������
�

Please Call 
Donna Norris at

714-200-1933
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Be Here Now

Room

1. GRASS GREEN: Light-
green neutral upholstery 
anchors the room the same
way a well-tended lawn
serves as the foundation for 
a colorful garden. 

2. FRESH FOLIAGE: The
large, open pattern of the
drapes filters the light gently,
like tree leaves overhead.  

3. GARDEN VARIETY:
Colorful, mismatched pillows
with botanical prints trans-
form this room into a bounti-
ful garden. 

4. WEATHERED WOOD:
Worn and distressed tables are
reminiscent of potting benches,
garden trellises and other out-
door furnishings. 

5. NATURAL FLOORING:
A sisal rug is as comfortable as
earth underfoot and doesn’t
distract from the room’s décor. 

6. FLOWERY FLAIR:
Bright bouquets of flowers,
fresh-cut or faux, add color
and liveliness to any room, 
and are a must for garden-
inspired décor. 

Enjoy the fresh outdoor feeling all
year long with decorating ideas 
inspired by your garden. 

By Staci Dumoski
Photography by www.timeincukcontent.com
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