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Crivens, these bi-monthly issues certainly come 
around quickly. It’s keeping us on our toes at 
Classic Jaguar HQ and we hope you’re enjoying 
getting even more classic Jaguar action.

There are so many highlights this time 
around that it’s difficult to know where to 
start. Certainly, Marko Fleming’s astonishing 
adventure to the Sahara in his MkX V12 
is a pretty fine place to begin. A simply 
remarkable undertaking in a car that Marko 
will admit was some way from perfection! 
Who doesn’t love a driving adventure?

We were also fortunate to be invited to take a look around Jaguar 
Land Rover’s new Classic Works building, near Coventry. This is a 
truly astonishing undertaking, massive in scale, which it needs to be 
with over 400 cars to keep in stock, plus restorations, servicing and 
much more. Look out for public tours from September this year.

I particularly enjoyed the chance to experience a gorgeous 3.5-Litre. What 
a thoroughly charming machine this was. Find out its fascinating story on 
page 28. This formidable speed machine of its day might feel more gentle 
and relaxing by modern standards, but was still an absolute pleasure.

We also take a very close look at the restoration of E-Type number 
60 by Classic Motor Cars. It really is staggering how much work goes 
into refreshing a tired car. Wonderful stuff. If you’d like to join us for a 
tour of CMC’s operations, check out the feature on page 10. Numbers 
are limited, but it would be good to meet you if you can make it.

As ever, please do drop us a line with your thoughts on the 
magazine. We enjoy receiving correspondence from all around the 
world, which is why we’ve invited the Jaguar Clubs of North America 
to tell us a bit more about themselves on page 68. If you run a 
club, whatever the country, why not tell us about yourselves?

Ian Seabrook
cj.ed@kelsey.co.uk
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CLASSIC JAGUAR
WHAT'S GOING ON?

The volunteer thankfully spotted that 
oil was seeping into the cockpit, and 
turned the engine off before a critical 
amount of oil was lost. Tony Merrygold, 
Vehicle Collection Manager for the 
trust, told Classic Jaguar, “It has quite 
a high pressure oil system which takes 
oil from the dry sump on the engine 
in the back, to the oil cooler in the 
front via cooling system diameter 

XJ13 SURVIVES OIL-LINE FAILURE

News, Markets, Products

Quick-thinking by a Jaguar Heritage Trust volunteer saved XJ13 from a 
costly engine failure at Coventry Motofest, after an oil-line failed.

pipes which run through the cockpit. 
The driver noticed some oil coming 
into the cockpit and pulled to a halt.

“We mopped up the oil on the 
Sunday morning and just 'showed' 
the car on the Sunday.”

The Saturday attendees were 
at least able to spend some time 
listening to XJ13’s quad-cam V12 
engine, but the car was returned 

to the Jaguar Heritage Trust at the 
British Motor Museum, and has since 
been repaired. Says Tony, “Back in the 
workshop the oil leak was traced to 
a rubber hose (about the diameter of 
a radiator top hose) with a small split 
in it on the pumped side. This was 
replaced, as was the hose on the return 
section of the oil pipe, and all up and 
running again with no problems.”

Cooler lines run right 
through the cockpit.

Disaster averted! XJ13 
saved from oil starvation 
at Coventry Motofest.

JAGUAR MK1 GATHERING
By Harry Rochez

More than 50 Mk1s gathered for 
the annual meet-up.

The biennial Jaguar MK1 Day must 
be one of the more unique events in 
the classic car calendar. Every other 
year, an incredible number of these 
rare and quirky saloons gather for 
an invite only event at the privately-
owned Mike Hawthorne Museum. 
This year over 50 examples were in 
attendance ranging from stunningly 
restored cars to barn finds.

The MK1 saloon is generally not fully 
recognised for its significance in the 
Jaguar story having been overshadowed 
somewhat by the MK2. Known simply 
as the Jaguar 2.4 at its launch in 1955, 
the MK1 was the first small and truly 
affordable saloon car launched by 
Jaguar bringing grace, pace and space 
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Rare Wolseley Swallow represents the early 
stages of the company.

Norman Dewis and his ‘old friend’ 77 RW, the 
car he raced to Geneva.

Jaguar Super Saturday at the Coventry 
Transport Museum was a huge success.

An original Swallow Sidecar - very distinctive!

JAGUAR SUPER 
SATURDAY SUCCESS

W O R D S :  I A N  S E A B R O O K

JSS 2017 was the fifth anniversary 
celebration of the annual event – and 
what a spectacle it turned out to be 
as Jaguars and SSs from the 1920s 
to the present day filled the display 
area outside the Coventry Transport 
Museum on Saturday 25th June.

 Malcolm Humphries, the Organiser, 
commented: “With just under 90 
vehicles attending in a display that 
spanned 92 years of Jaguar heritage, 
this was our biggest and most 
successful event yet – by some margin!

 Malcolm continued: “We were 
delighted to have Norman Dewis OBE 
as our VIP guest and I am sure this 

brought many extra visitors along on 
the day.  JSS is now well established 
and is actually the largest outdoor 
motoring event that takes place at the 
terrific Coventry Transport Museum” 

 Each year JSS supports a charity and 
it was once again The Air Ambulance 
Service this time – a tremendous sum 
of £1700 was raised thanks to the kind 
generosity of all the drivers at the show.

 Malcolm has announced that JSS 
2018 is planned to take place on 30th 
June 2018 and details of how to apply 
for a display place will appear on the 
museum website from late February.
www.transport-museum.com

Mk1 restoration, complete with drum brakes.

Barn find 3.4 does run and drive.

Mike Hawthorn’s Le Mans-winning D-Type.

to the newly emerging middle classes. 
The MK1 was also notable a favourite of 
Mike Hawthorne. Complaints of a lack 
of pace from the US market lead to the 
3.4 litre engine being introduced in 1957 
and the great success of this model lead 
to the introduction of the MK2 in 1959.

Highlights of this year’s gathering 
included the body shell of what will 
be a stunning full restoration which 
looks to be retaining drum brakes on 
all four corners, a wonderful barn find 

which still runs and drives although 
couldn’t possibly be road legal, Nigel 
Webb’s faithful recreation of Mike 
Hawthorn’s MK1 (VDU 811) and an array 
of race prepared cars, including the 
Lister Jaguar prepared car featured in 
the previous issue of Classic Jaguar.

As if all these fabulous MK1s weren't 
enough, there was also the Mike 
Hawthorn Museum to enjoy. This is the 
work of Jaguar XK racer and enthusiast 
Nigel Webb. This truly unique and 

outstanding collection, including 
Hawthorn’s D-Type, is stunning 
presented and must be seen to be 
believed. The cars are not just on display 
but they get used for race events giving 
a real sense of living history when you 
enter the museum and workshops. 
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CLASSIC JAGUAR
WHAT'S GOING ON?

A multi-million pound new facility 
has opened near Coventry, as 
Jaguar Land Rover embraces its 
heritage in an impressive manner.

Housing vehicle storage, 
servicing and restoration, the 
building brings all of JLR’s 
heritage operations under one 
very large roof. We take a full look 
behind the scenes on page 94.

Justin Law set the fastest pace up the 
hill at the 2017 Goodwood Festival of 
Speed, with a remarkable time of 46.13 
seconds. His run, in a Jaguar XJR-12D, 
narrowly beat the 46.22 seconds of 
Jeremy Smith in the lighter and more 
powerful Penske-Chevrolet PC22. 

The Jaguar XJR-12D is of the type 
that won Le Mans in 1990, though 
this particular example was the only 
car built in 1993, specifically for the 
Daytona 24 Hours. It was withdrawn 
from that race, and didn’t enjoy a great 
competitive career, meaning it avoided 
major incidents. It is one of a number 
of race cars prepared by Don Law 
Racing, which then saw five years of 
Historic racing action with Nick Rini. It is 
powered by a V12 engine, loosely based 
around the Jaguar V12, but modified 

considerably by Tom Walkinshaw Racing 
to produce 698bhp at 7200rpm.

Don Law told Classic Jaguar, “It 
was a very significant victory for 
Justin. We don’t have a huge budget 
and only ran the XJR-12D because 
our XJ220 LM Le Mans car sprang a 
coolant leak. The previous car up the 
hill threw mud and grass all over the 
track, so if you watch the onboard 
video, you can see how hard Justin 
was having to work. We think he just 
clipped the flint wall on the way up.”

This year’s run was certainly far 
better than last year, when a wheel 
came loose to rob Justin of a chance to 
set a quick time. Not that driving the 
XJR-12D is ever easy. Don says, “It’s 
always on the absolute ragged edge. It 
certainly doesn’t corner like it’s on rails.”

JAGUAR SETS THE 
PACE AT GOODWOOD

JLR CLASSIC 
WORKS OPENS

PRODUCT NEWS

News, Markets, Products

HORN DUET FOR YOUR JAGUAR
The distinctive twin-tone horn sound of the 1950s and 1960s 
can now be purchased from SNG Barratt, restoring the 
correct sound of your car, even if your horn is only 
sounded at the annual MOT. The horns retain at 
£61.06 each inclusive of VAT and are finished 
in black painted steel. This type of horn was 
fitted to several Jaguar models, including 
XK120, MkVII, Mk2 and E-Type Series One.

PRICE: £61.06 inc VAT
FITS: Various
CONTACT: 01746 765432
WEB: www.sngbarratt.com

Justin Law on his way 
to the fastest time at 
Goodwood.

HORN DUET FOR YOUR JAGUAR
The distinctive twin-tone horn sound of the 1950s and 1960s 
can now be purchased from SNG Barratt, restoring the 
correct sound of your car, even if your horn is only 
sounded at the annual MOT. The horns retain at 
£61.06 each inclusive of VAT and are finished 
in black painted steel. This type of horn was 

We have a fascinating look behind the 
scenes later in this issue.
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W O R D S :  I A N  S E A B R O O K   P I C S :  C L A S S I C  M O T O R  C A R S / M A T T  R I C H A R D S O N

How do you go about restoring such an early car? 
Classic Motor Cars has just published a book showing you how. 

E-TYPE 
NUMBER 60

R E S T O R A T I O N
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Classic Motor Cars (CMC) has 
been restoring Jaguars, 
and other makes, for many 
years. We paid them a 

visit in Issue 3, and found what 
goes on at this Bridgnorth-based 
company absolutely fascinating.

But the company has gone one 
step further in its usual attempt to 
document the restoration of the cars, 
and has released a book devoted to 
the restoration of chassis number 60 
– a right-hand drive, external-lock 3.8 
roadster. Only 91 of these early right-
hand drive roadsters were ever built, 
so getting your hands on one is no 
easy feat. It took owner Chris Anderson 
many years, ably assisted by CMC.

The turning point came in 2013, 
when CMC gave Chris a call to let him 
know they’d got wind of a car. It was 
chassis 60, for sale at the Bonhams RAF 
Hendon sale on 29 April 2013. Chris 
says, “It had been found in a garage 
in Somerset, where it had been stored 
since the early 1970s. We could view 
the car two days before the sale.”

CMC sent a technician down to view 
the car, which was in very poor condition. 
The assessment took some time, but 
the technician finally confirmed, “She is 
unbelievably original. She can be saved, 
but it’s a big project to save the body 
and not replace the panels with new.”

All that now remained was to try and 
fix a price. The estimate was £25,000-
30,000, but this seemed rather low 
given the importance of the car. “We 
settled on £70,000,” says Chris in the 
book, “Now that was crazy. The estimate 

was half that. I would have to pay a 
buyer’s premium on top of that, and 
the car needed a six-figure restoration.” 
To add excitement, Chris had never 
bought a car at auction before. 

“I thought about my limit a lot 
for the rest of the weekend, and 
eventually decided on £82,000 
plus buyer’s premium,” says Chris. 
“Clearly madness, but surely I was 
guaranteed it at such a crazy level?”

Chris roped in wife Ali for the sale 
itself. First impressions were not great. 
“Is that IT?” she said on seeing the car 
for the first time. Chris got the green 
light when he explained its importance. 
It was time for the bidding. The bidding 
came quick and fast. “It was like a bar 

brawl, with an additional nine bare-
knuckle fighters on the phones and 
heaven knows how many internet 
bidders,” recalls Chris. “I tried to get a 
bid in, but couldn’t. We were already at 
£40,000 when I managed to get a bid 
in, but the price continued to rocket.”

Eventually, it came down to a two-way 
battle between Chris and a telephone 
bidder, with the price now north of 
£80,000. Chris waved his paddle for 
his limit of £82,000, but the telephone 
bidder came straight back at £84,000. 
“I shook my head. That was it. I had been 
outbid,” says Chris. “I felt a jab in the 
ribs. It was Ali. ‘Stop being so sensible. 
If you’re going to lose it, lose it for a lot 
of money,’ and she thrust my hand up.” »

From this rusting hulk, CMC 
was able to produce the car you 
see on the preceding page..

Engine bay untouched 
for decades.
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E-TYPE 60

The bidding continued. Chris 
raised his paddle once more at 
£96,000, but then sat on his paddle. 
“Fortunately, he [the telephone bidder] 
couldn’t see me because I would 
have made a lousy poker player at 
that point. He folded. And then I got 
a round of applause. I don’t think 
that’s a good thing by the way.”

At the time, this was an astonishing 
sum of money for an unrestored E-Type. 
Unsurprisingly, it dragged a few more 
out of storage. “Suddenly, the crazy price 
that I had paid did not seem so removed 
from market value at all,” says Chris.

RESTORATION BEGINS
The first stage was a thorough 
assessment, in which it was established 
that the headlamps were a later type, 
as were the boot lid hinges. The driver’s 
floor had been replaced by a later one 
of the non-flat type and merely pop-
rivetted in place, while the rear bulkhead 
had been modified to allow the seat 
to travel further rearwards. Otherwise, 
the car was indeed, highly original and 
the disassembly began in earnest.

CMC recommends taking plenty 

of photographs, not just to act as 
a record of work done, but also as 
they can prove very useful when 
you’re reassembling the car later.

The originality continued right 
down to the rubber caps at the top 
of the windscreen pillars, which 
were the original type – rarely seen. 
These were carefully removed, so 
they could be used as patterns. 

As work continued, the gearbox 
tunnel cover was removed. On early 
cars, these were plastic, and very 
often damaged. Car 60’s was still 
complete. With the pedal box removed 
and the engine largely stripped, it 
and the gearbox could be lowered 
to the ground, which is preferably 
to trying to remove it upwards.

Next, the front and rear suspension 
were stripped down, noting that 
the correct tubular driveshafts were 
still fitted, and the original early 
Dunlop multi-piece brake calipers.

Now things could get really serious, 
with the body strip-down commencing. 
All the sections were separated, with 
the bulkhead separated from the 
floors, and the rear quarter panels 
from the main tub once all the spot 

welds had been drilled out. Then the 
rear bullhead was removed from the 
floor, and these smaller sections sent 
away for sand blasting. This removes 
all of the paint, underseal, dirt and also 
any loose bits of corrosion, allowing 
you to see what repairs are needed.

Single-skin panels had the paint/
underseal removed by chemical 
methods, to avoid distorting the 
panels. Once bare, all the panels were 
painted with a wash etch primer 
to prevent surface corrosion. 

With these body sections stripped 
down further, to individual panels 
in some cases, repair work could 
commence. Meanwhile, a jig was 
used to build up the refurbished 
body, starting with all-new floors, 
crossmember and inner sills – the 
originals being too far gone for repair.

The repaired rear bulkhead was fitted 
first, spot-welded back to its original 
position, again using the jig. The front 
bulkhead followed, before the outer sills 
were welded into place. At the rear, there 
was a lot of trial-fitting to ensure good 
fit, before the final welds were laid down.

New engine frames were fitted, 
as CMC are wary of the fact that it’s »

Floor had been butchered 
to non-flat spec.
Right: Bonnet 
stripped of paint and 
ready for primer.

Before (left) 
and after (right) 
lead loading on 

the bulkhead 
side panel.
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What a difference! 
Engine rebuilt, engine 
bay resplendent. 

Chris Anderson 
"It has been an 

amazing journey."

Body-colour infill 
on headlamps. 

Original dashtop 
material retained.

010-016_E-Type resto.indd   13 04/07/2017   15:04



1 4  C L A S S I C  J A G U A R

RESTORATION
E-TYPE 60

pretty much impossible to check them 
internally for corrosion. Welded repairs 
are also not advised here. With that 
done, the bonnet could now be trial-
fitted – not easy on these early cars, 
as the hinge needs fitting to the frame 
before the bonnet is fitted to the hinges.

The doors were added next, which 
consisted of two panels, with the top 
section, hidden by a chrome piece 
on the finished car, spot-welded into 
place. As we’ve discussed in our own 
bodywork restoration series, you really 
do build the car up before paint, then 
take it apart again once you’re sure 
everything fits. That does mean you 
could well fit a set of seals that will 
then get binned and replaced for final 
assembly. CMC operates in exactly the 
same way. There are no shortcuts.

With the panels now back on the car, 
lead loading began. This is the skilled 
technique of covering the welds, which 
sit in a recess, to enable an entirely 
smooth finish. Panels that look like 
one panel are actually made up of 
several – our pictures show the split 
on the sides of the bulkhead, where 
the A panel meet the windscreen 
panel. Once finished, you’ll never 
know these were separate panels.

After this, all items of trim, lights 
and bumpers were trial-fitted to the 
car, to ensure everything was sitting 
nicely. Then, everything came back 
on again for a trip to the body shop. 
We’ve already covered much of this 
work in our own paint shops series, but 
in this case, the body and panels are 
first coated in epoxy primer, before 
reshaping and skimming take place to 
ensure smooth, continuous lines flow 
the full length and width of the car. The 
panels were refitted and removed again 
several times during this process, which 

helps show you where the cost goes. 
A rubberised stonechip was 

applied to the floors, before the 
body and panels were masked up 
for their top coats. Three coats were 
applied for this solid paint finish. 

Right. That’s the body finished 
then? Er, no. There was now the 
finishing and polishing to do before 
the car could be fully reassembled. 

While all this was going on, the 
mechanical components were rebuilt 
elsewhere in the building, with the 
differential, gearbox and engine all 
undergoing a thorough refurbishment. 
The cylinder head had new valves 
and seats fitted, which has the added 
advantage of allowing the car to use 
unleaded fuel without issue. This work 
is entrusted to a machine shop.

Sadly, the original pistons, complete 
with engine number pencilled on them, 
could not be reused as they were out of 
tolerance. New pistons and liners were 
fitted, but the original crankshaft was 
fine after being reground by a machine 
shop before it was dynamically balanced. 
To maintain originality, no seal was fitted 
to the rear of the crankshaft, so a highly 
original oil leak is a very real possibility.

Meanwhile, the interior components 
and electrics underwent similar 
attention, with the original glassfibre 
glovebox removed to be reflocked 
by a specialist. This becomes real 
detail work, with switches and gauges 
stripped for refurbishment and cleaning. 
All were tested before refitting, as 
there’s nothing worse than getting 

it all back together and discovering 
something doesn’t work. Even the 
wiper motor and heater blower are 
stripped, cleaned, rebuild and tested.

Difficult decisions now had to be 
made. Normally, CMC would only be too 
keen to upgrade the cooling system, 
including fitting a stronger electric fan. 
However, originality was king with this 
rebuild, so the basic two-blade fan was 
restored and refitted, with its motor 
rebuild. Unusually, the fan blade was 
red, and has been left this shade.

Now the front and rear suspension 
assemblies could be reassembled, 
with the rear cradle painted the 
correct satin black. The book contains 
a great deal of information on the 
reassembly, which makes it useful if 
you are rebuilding a car yourself.

FINAL ASSEMBLY
With all the sub-assemblies completed, 
and the car freshly painted and polished, 
the great rebuild begins. One of the 
trickiest jobs was fitting the wiper 
linkage, with three wipers to control 
of course. CMC recommends partially 
dismantling the linkage to make life 
easier. The loom went in early on too.

The engine frames are removed to 
make refitting the engine easier – now 
that it is known that the bolts will all 
come undone nicely. Now the suspension 
front and rear could be refitted, and the 
hydraulics all connected up once more.

Painstakingly, more and more 
components were fitted, before interior »

“It has been an amazing journey, and a 
privilege to watch some amazing craftsmen 

do their thing and turn back the clock”

Off with her head! Engine 
rebuild commences.

Flatting down the 
painted bodyshell.
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Back on the road at last! An early 
car exactly as it should be.

Bonnet t-bar 
pocket is in 

original trim.

Early-style seats, and the 
floor is flat once more.

Original glassfibre gearbox 
tunnel now out of sight.

Every switch 
and gauge was 
refurbished.
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trimming could finally begin. One of 
the trickiest jobs here was fitting the 
‘hardura’ cover for the rear bulkhead. 
Oddly, this had a bound edge all 
the way around, the first time CMC 
had seen this on such an early car. 
It required a very talented trimmer 
to bind it through many curves.

The original leather cloth was used 
for many parts, including the screen 
pillar trim and radio tower side panels. 
The centre console required a new 
covering, as did the door cards, though 
as many original fixings as possible 
were used. Remarkably, CMC was able 
to reuse the original dashtop material.

Unsurprisingly, the seats needed 
to be retrimmed, in the correct red 
leather. With this done, a new hood 
could be fitted, tailored to the car.

NEARLY THERE!
With so much work done, the road tests 
could now begin, gently upping the 
mileage to 547 before a full three days 
of cleaning and detailing prior to the car 
being returned to its ecstatic owner.

All-in-all, the work absorbed over 
3000 hours to turn it from barnfind 

to beautiful, with the work completed 
in time for Chris to win ‘Best of Show’ 
at the RAC Midsummer Drive-In and 
concours in June 2015, just over two 
years since the car was purchased at 
auction. Chris sums it up in the book 
by saying, “It has been an amazing 
journey, and a privilege to watch 
some amazing craftsmen do their 
thing and turn back the clock. Anyone 
who thinks we no longer have these 
skills would do well to visit a windy 
industrial estate in Shropshire.” ■

VISIT CMC WITH 
CLASSIC JAGUAR!
Fancy seeing some of the magic for 
yourself? Classic Jaguar magazine 
has arranged an open day at CMC 
where you will be able to see these 
skills being put into action. The 
event will take place on Friday 15 
September, at 2pm. Pre-booking 
essential. For more information 
or to sign-up for the day, email 
cj.ed@kelsey.co.uk and be quick. We 
suspect space will be at a premium.

E-TYPE JAGUAR 
RESTORATION 
MANUAL
The book we 
have based 
this feature on 
encompasses  
219 pages 
of detailed 
photographs 
and technical 
descriptions, 
designed to 
aid you in the 
restoration of 
your own E-Type Jaguar. While CMC 
benefits from some very skilled 
technicians, there are often little 
DIY shortcut tips offered up by 
the several writers involved with 
this project. The book is published 
by Crowood Press  and retails for 
£40 in the UK, $65 in the US and 
$78 in Canada. Buy from CMC via 
tinyurl.com/ClassicJaguarCMC 
or by calling 01746 765804.

Two years after buying the car, Chris 
is able to enjoy it on the road.

Still a beautiful 
back end.
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Die Cast Thermostat Housings
Unlike common sand-cast reproductions, these superior parts have the crisp details of an original.

XK-150, MK I, MK II, 3.8 E-Type CO-12422 $44.95 $10.00
4.2 Series I E-Type CO-23233 $39.95 $10.00

Cheney-Style Hose Clamp Kits
We’ve sold thousands of our excellent reproductions of the Cheney clamps. Available in these handy car sets.

XK-120, 14 Pieces 09-8702 $110.93 $10.00
XK-140, 18 Pieces 09-8706 $143.44 $10.00
XK-150, Early Heater, 37 Pieces 09-8708 $293.89 $10.00
XK-150, Later Heater, 41 Pieces 09-8710 $293.89 $10.00
MK VII, Early, 16 Pieces 09-8735 $147.00 $10.00
MK VII, Late; MK IX, 16 Pieces 09-8737 $148.50 $10.00
MK VIII, 18 Pieces 09-8740 $166.50 $10.00
3.8 E-Type, 27 pieces 09-8712 $217.39 $10.00
4.2 Series I E-Type, 31 pieces 09-8714 $253.73 $10.00
4.2 Series II E-Type (USA Spec), 25 pieces 09-8716 $205.91 $10.00
MK II, 3.4S/3.8S, 16 pieces 09-8730 $148.51 $10.00

Alloy Water Pumps
Far lighter than an original and made with upgraded bearing and seals. All fittings and gaskets included.

3.8 E-TTTType, MK II, Most MK IX,
3.4S/3.8S, Earlllly 3.8 MK X CO-15694A $249.95 $10.00
4.2 Series I E-TTTType CO-25091A $249.95 $10.00

Engine and Radiator Drain Taps
Made just like the originals, “warts” included. C2354 fits a host of applications (check www.xks.com); C25126 is the
rrrradiatttooorrr dddrrraaaiiinnn tttaaappp ooonnn 444.222 Series I and 1.5 E-Tyyypes.

Straight Thread CO-2354 $31.95 $5.00
Tapppered Thread CO-2512666 $49.95 $5.00

Stainless Steel E-Type Expansion Tanks
These tanks offer unparalleled corrosion resistance and all fittings, hose connections and attachment points are per
standard. Supplied unpainted but can be painted to match original if desired. Lifetime warranty to the original purchaser.

3.8 E-Type CO-21512SS $170.00 $20.00
4.2 Series I E-Type CO-24570SS $170.00 $20.00

Engine and Radiator Drain Taps

Jaguar Parts Manufactured by XKs Unlimited, USA
Worldwide Jaguar Parts Supplier

APPLICATION PART # PRICE FREIGHT

Quoted freight costs are for First-Class Mail/Post. Other freight options available at additional cost.

APPLICATION PART # PRICE FREIGHT

APPLICATION PART # PRICE FREIGHT

APPLICATION PART # PRICE FREIGHT

APPLICATION PART # PRICE FREIGHT

UseCoupon Code“CLASSIC JAGUAR”online for theseprices.

radiator drain tap on 4.2 Series I and 1.5 E-Types.



Tool/Tray, E-Types
Madddeee iiinnn ttthhheee XXXKKKsss UUUnnnllliiimmmiiittted trim department, no E-Tyyyppyype mechanic should be without this helpful accessoryyy.

Series I and II 17-4400 $44.95 $5.00
Series III 17-4401 $$$44.95 $$$5.0000

Front Disc Brake Conversion Kit, XK-120, XK-140
This kit essentially replicates XK-150 front brakes but with Wilwood forged alloy calipers. Includes calipers, pads,
mount brackets, flex hoses, splined hubs, wheel bearings, rotors/discs and all hardware. For wire-wheel cars only.
Easily reversible.

Wilwood Kit, XK-120/140 06-0032 $1,616.25 $115.00

Front Wheel Cylinder Set, XK-120/XK-140
These cylinders fit later XK-120 with the dual master cylinder and self-adjusting brakes plus all XK-140. Set of four.

Later XK-120, all XK-140 GR-30635 $210.00 $15.00

Reverse Lamp Housing, Series I E-Type
Unsatisfied with ill-fitting reproductions, we made our own version several years ago and the results speak for
themselves. Not the cheapest, jjjust the best...

Series I E-Type BD-20754 $39.95 $10.00

Wilwood Four-Piston Caliper Upgrades, Front
Our Wilwood front caliper upgrades are totally “bolt-on” and include calipers, pads, mount brackets and all
hardware. The forged, four-piston alloy calipers increase pad swept area and greatly reduce unsprung weight.

Series I E-Type 17-1210 $553.43 $40.00
Series III E-Type 17-1212 $623.81 $40.00

Heater Valve and Knob, XK
Excellent quality and we even include the knob. Not for later XK-150 with the cable-operated valve.

XK-120,,, XK-140,,, Earlier XK-150 CO-4392 $90.00 $5.00

XKs Unlimited • 850 Fiero Ln., San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
(805) 544-7864 • Shop Online at: www.xks.com

Jaguar Parts Manufactured by XKs Unlimited, USA
Worldwide Jaguar Parts Supplier

APPLICATION PART # PRICE FREIGHT

APPLICATION PART # PRICE FREIGHT

Quoted freight costs are for First-Class Mail/Post. Other freight options available at additional cost.

APPLICATION PART # PRICE FREIGHT

APPLICATION PART # PRICE FREIGHT

APPLICATION PART # PRICE FREIGHT

APPLICATION PART # PRICE FREIGHT

UseCoupon Code“CLASSIC JAGUAR”online for theseprices.

Made in the XKs Unlimited trim department, no E-Type mechanic should be without this helpful accessory.

Front Disc Brake Conversion Kit, XK-120, XK-140 
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BUYING
XJ12 SERIES I-III

Late Series I.

W O R D S :  P A U L  G U I N N E S S   P I C S :  P A U L  W A L T O N

Installing its newly-developed V12 powerplant in the XJ 
saloon gave Jaguar a world-class fl agship for the 1970s and 
beyond. We take a look at the pros and cons of investing in 

a Series I to III XJ12 nowadays 

XJ12 SERIES I–III 

By the time Jaguar’s long-
awaited new V12 saloon was 
announced in July 1972, its 
XJ6 six-cylinder cousin had 

been on sale for almost four years, 
achieving healthy sales thanks to its 
combination of style, performance, 
refinement and sheer value for money. 
But the XJ12 derivative moved things 
on, providing Jaguar with a new 
four-door flagship capable of taking 
on the world’s finest luxury cars.  

The wait for the XJ12 had been 
worthwhile, with its glorious new 5343cc 

powerplant (initially pushing out a very 
healthy 250bhp) being complemented by 
Borg Warner’s latest Model 12 automatic 
transmission. The end result was an 
ultra-refined luxury model with a claimed 
top speed of around 140mph, making the 
XJ12 ‘the fastest full four-seater available 
in the world today’ according to Jaguar. 
As with the XJ6, various incarnations of 
the XJ12 were introduced over the years, 
the most upmarket being the Daimler 
versions badged as the Double-Six. 

By 1973 the XJ range was being 
relaunched as the Series II (making 

any Series I V12 something of a rarity), 
bringing with it a shallower front 
grille, raised bumper line and other 
cosmetic upgrades. It also brought 
a short-wheelbase Coupé version, 
available in both XJ6 and XJ12 guises 
(although the Coupé was an exclusive 
machine by regular XJ12 standards). 

The Series III XJ of 1979 was another 
update, introducing a squarer look to 
the rear door line and numerous other 
updates. In XJ6 form, of course, the 
Series III lived on until 1986; but the 
Series III XJ12 famously continued 

B U Y I N G
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XJ12 Coupé.

XJ12 engine bay, 
this is a Series 

II, pretty busy.

through to 1992, until the eventual 
arrival of an XJ40-based replacement. 

WHICH MODEL IS BEST?
With a career spanning 1972-92, the 
Series I to III XJ12 is the longest-lived 
of all Jaguar saloons, its 20-year 
run beating even that of its (1968-
86) XJ6 cousin. As the firm’s saloon 
flagship, however, its sales figures 
were inevitably lower than those of 
the six-cylinder equivalent, which 
generally means fewer survivors now. 

Rarity is a factor when it comes 
to prices (as we’ll discover further 
on), although no XJ12 is exactly 
commonplace. Just 2474 short-
wheelbase and 754 long-wheelbase 
examples of the short-lived Series I 
XJ12 were built, for example, with the 
Daimler Double-Six and Double-Six 
Vanden Plas adding 534 and 351 cars 
respectively. As for the 1973-79 Series 
II, a total of 16,060 four-door XJ12s and 
their derivatives were sold, though the 
Jaguar 5.3 Coupé and Daimler Double-
Six Coupé (announced in 1974 and out 
of production by ’78) boosted that 
figure by 1855 and 407 respectively. 

With the Series III arriving in 1979 and 

not bowing out until 1992, you might 
expect this to be the most prolific of 
all the XJ12s. But with sales tailing off 
towards the end of its career (by which 
time the Series III was considered an old 
design), its total global sales amounted 
to a relatively modest 10,500 cars. 

Your final choice of XJ12 will, of course, 
depend as much on which models are 
available at the time you’re looking as on 
your budget and personal preferences. 

As always, it pays to buy the very best 
example that your funds will stretch 
to, particularly if you need to keep 
future expenditure under control.

   

WHAT SPEC?   
The first major changes to the XJ12 
came just over a year after the model’s 
launch, with the Series II upgrade of 
autumn 1973 bringing a raised front »
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XJ12 Series III.

bumper and shallower grille for a sleeker 
look. The dashboard and controls (air-
conditioning and heater in particular) 
were subtly simplified, with other 
switchgear also modified in order to 
comply with the latest safety legislation. 
The XJ Coupés were only ever available 
in Series II guise and were gone by 1978, 
with the 12-cylinder versions accounting 
for just 2262 of those produced (in 
both Jaguar and Daimler forms). 

The Series III of 1979 marked another 
step forward in XJ12 modernisation, with 
its minor redesign being entrusted to 
Pininfarina. The end result included the 
raised rear roofline mentioned earlier, 
plus one-piece front door glass, rubber-
trimmed bumpers, a modified grille 
and larger rear lights. Major mechanical 

change didn’t occur until 1981, however, 
when the XJ12 was treated to the 
same engine upgrade as the XJS. 

This saw Jaguar’s famous V12 
redesigned to accept a Michael May-
designed split-level combustion chamber 
for greater efficiency. The effect was 
dramatic, with an increase in power 
being a welcome bonus, alongside 
an all-important improvement in fuel 
economy. With a careful right foot, the 
driver of a 1981-on XJ12 could see up 
to 20mpg on a run, and that arguably 
makes an upgraded Series III the pick of 
the XJ12 range – particularly as its power 
increased from 285bhp to 295bhp in the 
process. But there will be XJ12 buyers 
who will always favour the Series II (or, 
if available, the rare Series I) thanks to 

its purity of design and period appeal.  

KEY CHECKS
Bodywork: You don’t need to be an 
expert to know that the XJ12 is no 
stranger to corrosion; its monocoque 
bodyshell is a rust-prone design that 
can suffer in all the expected places, 
although at least Jaguar owners 
enjoy the benefit of excellent parts 
availability. As ever, if you’re buying an 
XJ that’s likely to need some remedial 
work, it pays to research the cost of 
parts before you take the plunge. 

For example, a complete new front 
wing for a Series III XJ12 costs around 
£2300 from SC Parts, while a new 
bonnet comes in at only slightly more; 
rear wings look good value at just over 
£465 each. David Manners also stocks 
a wide range of XJ12 body panels and 
repair sections, including floorpans (from 
around £95 each), outer sills (from less 
than £229) and both front and rear door 
skins (priced from around £180 each).

When checking any ‘Series’ XJ12, 
carefully inspect all structural areas 
for signs of corrosion and poor quality 
previous repairs – including inner sills, 
floorpans, all box sections and ‘chassis’ 
members, the front subframe mounts 
and – crucially – the rear suspension 
mounting points. Panel-wise, just about 
everywhere is vulnerable, although 
particular areas to check for rust 
and signs of filler are the front wings 
(particularly around the headlamps), 
outer sills, all four doors, the rear 
wheelarches, lower rear quarter panels, 
the front end of the bonnet and so 

Series II interior.

020-024_XJ12Buyer's Guide.indd   22 04/07/2017   15:05



C L A S S I C  J A G U A R  2 3 

caused by rotten subframe mountings or 
radius arm mounts that are pulling away 
from the back end of the floorpans. 

XJ12 steering was never the most 
precise or direct, but it’s a durable 
enough set-up; if the power-steering 
rack is leaking, David Manners sells 
new seal kits for around the £42 
mark. And if you should find yourself 
needing new track rod ends, you’ll 
find them priced at less than a 
tenner each via the same source. 

Adjusting the handbrake (mounted 
up above the rear discs) is a tricky job, 
so buying an XJ12 with no parking 
brake issues will be a welcome bonus. 
On a more general note, find out when 
the brake pads were last changed, 
and carry out the usual checks for 
fluid leaks, rusted brake pipes and so 
on, making sure that the diff hasn’t 
leaked oil on to the brake pads. 
Interior, electrics and trim: Checking 
the condition of the leather and veneer 
used within the ‘Series’ XJ12 is crucial, 
as professional restoration work can 
be prohibitively expensive. Inspect the 
leather upholstery for signs of cracks 
and splits (particularly the driver’s seat), 
and make sure the carpets are intact 
and aren’t suffering from dampness. 
The veneer used on the dashboard and 
door cappings should be in good order 
and the lacquer should be craze-free. »

You should also check that the V12’s 
multitude of belts and hoses appear to 
be in good order, as any failures here 
can spell disaster – and major expense. 

The automatic transmissions used 
by Jaguar throughout the XJ12’s long 
run are generally robust and reliable 
(kicking off with the Borg Warner 
Model 12 mentioned earlier), but you 
should still check for smooth changes 
up and down the ’box, as well as fully 
functioning kick-down; any hesitation 
when the transmission is changing gear 
should be treated with suspicion. 
Suspension, steering and brakes:  
As with its XJ6 cousin, the XJ12’s 
independent rear suspension and 
subframe is complex in design, 
incorporating inboard rear brake discs. 
It’s a highly effective system when in 
good order, but can be difficult to work 
on if you’re used to simpler designs. The 
plethora of rubber joints, mountings and 
universal joints need careful inspection, 
as replacements won’t come cheap if 
you’re paying professional labour rates. 
When you’re test-driving any XJ12, a 
generally ‘sloppy’ back-end feel could 
suggest major suspension wear.

Listen for a clunking noise when 
pulling away, which could be caused 
by wear in either the propshaft or the 
half-shaft universal joint; at its worst, 
however, such a symptom could be 

on. Be suspicious of any fresh-looking 
paintwork being passed off as original. 

You should also look for signs of 
bubbling around any XJ12’s front and 
rear screen surrounds, which can often 
be a sign of major rust hiding beneath 
the paint – and that’s obviously a 
screen-out job to restore properly. 
Engine and transmission:  Crucial to the 
longevity of the all-aluminium Jaguar 
V12 engine is the use of good quality 
antifreeze, so check this before buying. It 
also needs changing every two years, so 
ascertain whether the car you’re thinking 
of buying comes with evidence of this 
via a comprehensive service history. 

With any XJ12, listen for ‘knocks’ 
when it’s running, and look for excessive 
smoke; hearing the car start from 
cold is crucial, as this is when you’re 
likely to notice any bearing noise. 
Head gasket failure isn’t unknown, 
so check for signs of creamy ‘goo’ in 
both the oil and coolant. Oil pressure 
is an important check with the XJ12 (it 
should be around 40psi at 3000rpm), 
and should be done when the engine 
is at normal operating temperature.

The V12 is famously smooth, with 
only the rattle of a loose timing chain 
(a common feature on higher-mileage 
cars in particular) to spoil the serenity. 
If the engine you’re listening to seems 
excessively noisy, then walk away. 

Inside the Series III.
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You should also check the headlining 
for signs of sagging; and don’t forget to 
look in the boot for more signs of wear 
and dampness. Just as importantly, 
make sure everything electrical is 
working as it should; Jaguar electrics 
weren’t always the most reliable (though 
quality did famously improve from the 
early ’80s onwards), so check that the 
electric windows and all other switches 
and dials are working properly.

MAINTAINING & 
MODIFYING
Although the cost of buying an XJ12 
isn’t as affordable as it once was, your 
ongoing expenses (fuel consumption 
aside) can come as a pleasant surprise 
once you’ve bought the car. Most 
service items are available off the shelf 
at very competitive prices; an oil filter 
from David Manners, for example, will 
set you back less than £9, a plug lead 
set (containing 13 leads) is £46.50, a 
rotor arm is under £25, while front and 
rear brakes pads start from less than 
£20 and £13 per set respectively. 

If you want complete peace of mind 
from the XJ12 you’re buying, you might 
want to consider entrusting it to Jaguar 
specialist KWE Cars, which offers a 
special package for changing all the 
coolant hoses, drive belts and ignition 
leads, including a chemical flush of the 
cooling and oil systems as well as a 
full 15,000 mile service (upgradeable 
to 30,000 miles) for the whole car. 

The price of this ranges between 
£1956 and £3258 including VAT, but 
at least means your newly acquired 
XJ12 is fit for purpose in every respect. 
Interestingly, KWE doesn’t recommend 
upgrading to Kevlar cooling hoses as 
it has witnessed premature failure of 
such items in the past; instead it uses 
OEM-spec cotton-reinforced hoses, 
which are said to have a longer lifespan. 

Most XJ12 owners seem to carry 
out only relatively minor upgrades 
(if any), but it’s worth investing in a 
K&N air filter, which will usually set 
you back around £85 and will improve 
your V12’s ‘breathing’ as well as 
providing a mild performance boost. 
And if you like the idea of investing in 
a stainless steel exhaust set-up, SNG 
Barratt will sell you a Bell system for 
a Series III XJ12 from around £668 
(plus £129 each for a front pipe).   

PAYING FOR AN XJ12
Bargain-priced ‘Series’ XJ12s are a rare 
commodity these days, with demand 
from enthusiasts and collectors driving 
up values of the finest examples. It’s 
true that you might find a project 
car available for £1500-2000, 
but the cost and complication of 
restoring an XJ12 that’s both bodily 
and mechanically poor makes it a 
choice only for the dedicated few. 

Mid-range Series III cars can be 
found for £5-7000, but at that price 
you shouldn’t expect perfection. If 

you crave one of the best examples, 
then £10-15,000 is often what’s being 
asked for a Series III, while earlier 
cars (and, of course, the rare Series II 
Coupe) will fetch considerably more. 

The dearest survivor we’ve found at 
the time of writing is a 43,000-mile 
Series I of 1973 vintage, described as 
‘possibly the best unmolested XJ12 
in existence’ and priced at just shy of 
£35,000. Many of us might find it hard 
to justify such an asking price... but 
when did you last see an immaculate, 
low-mileage Series I XJ12 for sale? ■

Parts
David Manners
www.jagspares.co.uk

KWE Cars
www.kwecars.com

Ken Jenkins
www.ukjag.co.uk

SNG Barratt
www.sngbarratt.com 

SC Parts
www.scparts.co.uk

Martin Robey
www.martinrobey.com

Clubs
Jaguar Enthusiasts’ Club
www.jec.org.uk

Jaguar Drivers’ Club
www.jaguardriver.co.uk

CONTACTS

Ex-Lyons Series II 
Daimler Double-Six 
Vanden Plas. Fittingly, 
the finest of the lot.
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KEEP YOUR CAR COOL...

THERMOSTAT
CLASSIC XK / MK2 / E-TYPE
C3731/1*

Bellows type 70-75
degree thermostat,
manufactured to the
original specifications in
house at SNG Barratt.

LUGGAGE RAIL KIT
E-TYPE V12 . SBS1379

Great news - now there is no need to
compromise luggage space in your classic
Jaguar. Complete boot floor luggage rail kit
includes: uprated chrome iron luggage rails
which are harder wearing than the chrome
plated brass original versions, and the rubber
channel to sit in the rails. Contact us today for
your model.

AIR FILTER
E-TYPE S1 & S2
8416*

Great savings to be made on
quality service items such as this air
filter. A full range of service items
for various models are available.
Please contact us for details.

ENGINE FRAME ASSEMBLY
E-TYPE S1 & S2
C15029* (RH) & C15030* (LH)

These frames are stronger than other
reproductions on the market, now
manufactured using genuine 631 Reynolds
Tubing as used by Jaguar in the 1960s. They
are diffusion TIG welded and coated in a high
quality DuPont reaction primer.
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3.5-LITRE STORY 
BUYING GRANDAD'S JAGUAR

W O R D S :  I A N  S E A B R O O K   P I C S :  C H R I S  F R O S I N / J D H T

A personal connection turns a lovely 
MkIV Jaguar into something a whole 

lot more special. We took a closer look, 
and took it for a drive.

BUYING
GRANDAD'S 

JAGUAR

On the walls of Jaguar Land 
Rover’s new Classic Works 
building is Sir William 
Lyons’ own quote “The 

car is the closest thing we will ever 
create, to something that is alive.”

We all know this to be true. Cars are 
much more than mere conveyances. 
They transport us to another time, 
and we become fascinated with a 
car’s history. How did it get to be the 
cherished classic of today? Who were 
the original owners? Sometimes, the 
connection runs deeper, a personal link 
that is unique. This adds an extra frisson 
of enjoyment, and that’s exactly what 
we have here. For, not a million miles 
away from Jaguar’s Coventry home, 
Mick and Lucy own the very Jaguar 
that Lucy’s grandfather owned when 
it was brand new, way back in 1948.

The story gets more interesting 
though, as that first owner was Arthur 
Whittaker. That’s a name that’ll only 
ring bells with a few confirmed Jaguar 
history buffs, but it is an important one. 
Whittaker, never really one for fame, 
was no less that Lyons’ right-hand 
man for much of Jaguar’s history, right 
back to the Swallow Sidecar days in 
Blackpool up to Whittaker’s retirement 
in the British Leyland era of 1969.

Whittaker began as a salesman in 
1923, terrifying his family by setting 
off on great adventures to promote 
the sidecars around the UK. Of course, 
this meant jumping onto his motorbike 
and taking a demonstrator sidecar 
to be viewed and admired where 
potential sales were thought to be 
lurking. In time, he moved to more of a 
purchasing role, where his prowess at 
getting value for money would certainly 
have been appreciated by Lyons!

In 1927, Whittaker became chief 
assistant to Lyons, with the company 
now branching out into building bodies 
for cars. When SS moved to Coventry 
in 1928, Whittaker came with it. There 
were regular trips back north, which 
meant Whittaker was often something 
of a taxi for other employees and 
their families, charging ten shillings a 
trip in his Bullnose Morris according 
to Andrew Whyte’s book on Jaguar. 
Whittaker joined the board in 1935

By 1947, Whittaker was general 
manager, and this allowed him to 
order a top-of-the-range 3.5-litre 
saloon. His order seems to have been 
placed in December 1947, with the 
new car delivered on 12th January. 
Lucy states, “Buying the car made 
me dig through all the old notes and »
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3.5-LITRE STORY
BUYING GRANDAD'S JAGUAR

letters that have been passed down 
to me. Grandad alludes to a special 
Christmas present in 1947. It’s lovely 
to think the car might have been it.”

Not that Mary would necessarily 
have been too enthralled by it. “She 
did drive, and drove ambulances 
during the war. But an old family friend 
told me she wasn’t very impressed 
by it, and found it too large.”

As was the nature of company 

vehicles, Whittaker only owned the 
car for two years, which was then 
sold on. Standard practice. It travelled 
greatly, including a spell on the Isle of 
Wight, before ending up in Oxford by 
the early 1970s. Roll forward another 
decade and the car was in dire need 
of restoration. The then owner gamely 
made a start, but was forced to concede 
that it was rather more than he could 
realistically take on. After 20 years 

with little progress, it was decided to 
send the car away for restoration

The 3.5-Litre was therefore entrusted 
to David Davenport, an early SS/Jaguar 
specialist who carried out a thorough 
restoration. This was completed in 
2004, with the owner collecting it 
from Bedfordshire, before driving 
it up to his new home in Edinburgh. 
That’s quite a shakedown run.

Having covered little mileage, the 

Lyons with 
Whittaker 
in 1957.

The Jaguar board in 1961. 
Whittaker third left, next to Lyons.

3.5-litre engine still a warmed-over Standard unit, but with automatic 
chokes. Wood bonnet stay a recent, and useful addition.
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Above: Tom Whittaker's Le Mans photo from 1953. 'Lofty' 

England holds out the pit board, while Whittaker consults Lyons.

Below: Bill Heynes (left) and Whittaker flank 
American actor Randolph Scott in his new XK120.

car passed through more hands 
before coming up for sale at Historics 
of Brooklands earlier this year.

FAMILY HISTORY
Whittaker’s only child, Tom, enjoyed the 
sort of childhood we all dream about. He 
would always travel in the finest Jaguars, 
fresh from the factory, and enjoyed trips 
to Le Mans – he took some fabulous 
photos of the 1953 race, when he was 
just 19 years old. We’re grateful to be 
able to reproduce one of them here.

By late 1949, the 3.5-Litre had been 
replaced, possibly by a MkV judging by 
family photos. Move on a few years and 
Tom himself had married, with three 
daughters from his first marriage (and 
a subsequent daughter from his second 
marriage further down the line). Lucy 
recalls, “Our grandparents doted on us. 
We were the daughters they never had 
themselves. I remember being picked 
up from school in these lovely Jaguars. 
I wasn’t very interested, but I do 
remember the excitement when grandad 
brought home some drawings of the 
new XJ saloon. I was only about ten, but 
I remember them being spread out on 
the dining room table, and my father 
was very excited.” Lucy’s father would 
not go into the motor trade however, 
being drawn into law instead, and 
being one of the founding members of 
what would become the Green Party – 
somewhat at odds with thirsty Jaguars!

Arthur Whittaker became deputy 
chairman in 1961, but poor health led to 
his retirement in 1969. He died in 1977. 
“His sixty-a-day habit can’t have helped,” 
admits Lucy. “In most of the photos we 
have, he seems to have a cigarette in 

his hand.” That includes a fascinating 
set of photographs from Whittaker’s 
retirement party, where this quiet man 
seems rather uncomfortable with all the 
attention. Lyons summed up Whittaker 
nicely, describing his contribution to 
the company as ‘immeasurable.’

The link with Jaguar was lost, until a 
chance encounter at a party. “We met 
someone at a neighbour’s gathering 
who was interested in our family’s link 
with Jaguar. I thought I’d better do some 
research, so did an online search for 
“Arthur Whittaker Jaguar.” I was amazed 
when his old car came up as the first 
result, as it was being sold by auction.”

Lucy contacted Historics, who 
invited Lucy and her sisters to see 
the car. “It was wonderful to actually 
see my grandad’s car,” recalls Lucy. 
“We had our photos taken with the 
car, so it was great publicity for 

Historics. It was just so beautiful and 
a plan began to form with the idea 
of buying it. That didn’t last long, as 
Mick measured up our garage, and 
there was no way the car would fit.”

Lucy's husband Mick, who had not 
travelled down to the auction, gave the 
problem some thought. “If I took a few 
inches off all of the cupboards, I thought 
the car would just fit. Lucy called later 
that day, and told me how gorgeous 
the car was, and how much she loved 
it. I told her she’d better buy it then.”

Lucy had never bid in an auction 
before, and was kept on tenterhooks all 
day. “It was lot 203, I’ll always remember 
that. It was one of the last lots, so it 
was after half-past three by the time 
it came up. We had been sussed, so 
several people knew what the car 
meant to us. I think the bidding started 
at around £56,000, but quietened »

Lucy with her 
grandad's MkIV.
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eyes upon it, we involuntarily burst 
into huge grins. The 3.5-Litre is so 
well proportioned that its sheer scale 
isn’t immediately apparent.  It really 
does only just fit in the garage. It’s a 
good job Lucy hadn’t traced a MkVII!

We take the car to the former stable 
block at Stoneleigh Abbey, where the 
owners kindly gave us permission to 
shoot. Here, the car looks perfectly at 
home. It is stately, and classy, but also 
undeniably beautiful. For a design rooted 
in 1930s thinking, it’s remarkably low-
slung, with those purposeful haunches 

driven a car this old before, and I 
thought there was something wrong 
with the steering. Trying to drive 
through the roadworks on the M1, with 
the narrow lanes, was scary stuff.”

Thankfully, all went well, and Mick has 
now covered a happy 300 or so miles in 
the car. Lucy says she is waiting to have a 
go herself, although she understandably 
has some trepidation. This is a family 
heirloom, so there is certainly some 
pressure to keep it in fine fettle.

Rightly so, for as soon as 
photographer Chris Frosin and I set 

down at £60,000. I bid £61,000, 
then £63,000. I think I was against a 
telephone bidder though, so it was all 
so slow with large pauses between the 
bids. Eventually, the hammer fell at 
£69,440, with the premium on top of 
course. Other bidders congratulated 
us. I just said, “she’s coming home.”

With the car purchased, there was 
now the small matter of getting it 
home. Mick takes up the narrative. “The 
car was shipped up to Northampton, 
and we thought we’d drive it home 
from there. It was terrifying. I’ve not 

3.5-Litre simply oozes 
style, like the best 
coachbuilders, but 
all done in-house.

Editor Seabrook 
enjoys a spell 
at the wheel.

Period-correct 
hamper 
adds style.
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adding some proper menace, though 
not at the cost of grace. It looks built for 
speed, and the 3.5-Litre could deliver 
it – more than 90mph was possible.

What’s most extraordinary is that 
these beautiful Jaguars were styled 
in-house. They easily rivalled some 
of the most beautiful bodies fitted 
to Bentley 3.5-Litre sports saloons, 
but the experience of the established 
coachbuilders was not required. This was 
the start of Jaguar’s unrivalled prowess 
in the art of the sport saloon. No-one 
did it better, yet the SS Jaguars were 

not horrendously expensive either. 
As Chris takes the photos, we 

have plenty of time to simply take 
in those lines. It just gets more 
attractive the more you look at it. 
Black suits it perfectly, setting off the 
brightwork in a truly delightful manner. 
Photos done, it’s time for a drive.

DRIVING THE 
BLACK BEAUTY
Just like Mick in his first drive, I’m 
certainly feeling the pressure as I swing 

the suicide door rearward and slide 
myself into the cosy driving position. As 
with most pre-war designs, the body 
sweeps inwards to cramp the footwell. 
There’s more space in the rear for sure. 
The enormous steering wheel is thrust at 
your chest, with the spindly gearlever a 
bit of a stretch away. But, the ambience 
in here is just majestic. Gorgeous 
woodwork is backed up by brown leather 
to create that unforgettable old car 
smell. “It takes me right back,” says Lucy, 
even though she never knew this exact 
car as a child. It is the aroma of the past. 

“Gorgeous woodwork is backed 
up by brown leather to create 

that unforgettable old car smell”

»

New in 1935, the 
famous Jaguar 
was fast gaining 
a reputation for 
pace and style.

Rear seat retains its 
original leather.
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The speedometer sits to the left 
of the steering wheel, and is easy 
to keep an eye on. Further left, the 
tachometer swings the ‘wrong’ way, 
and redlines at 4500rpm. I turn the 
ignition on and give the starter button 
a prod, which enourages the Standard-
derived straight-six to quickly fire 
up. A quick ‘brum’ and she’s alive, 
with a stunningly smooth tickover.

The Moss gearbox has a typical 
long throw into first, the handbrake 
is dropped and we’re away. The large 
steering wheel is very necessary, for the 
steering has great weight to it, even with 
low gearing. My arms are twirling as we 
drive over a narrow bridge. Mick really is 
keen to repeat the fear of his first drive! 
Thankfully, I judge it correctly, for the 
low driving position leaves you entirely 
unable to see the extremities of this car.

Speed builds as I make my way 
through the gears, which is a sweet, 
precise change. For a Moss gearbox. It’s 
surprisingly quiet too, without undue 
noise in first gear, just a gentle whine 
from ’box and axle as we accelerate. 
50mph comes up briskly, even without 
unruly throttle behaviour, and the car 
will sit at 60mph very happily indeed. 
That said, it feels like an overdrive 
would be handy, even though the 
tachometer shows a mere 2500rpm. 
This engine is all about torque, pulling 
smoothly from as little as 600rpm in 
a way modern engines just don’t.

I can see how the steering would 

have caused terror for Mick. To those 
unused to older cars, it is a touch vague, 
and needs a gentle hand to maintain 
a straight course. It gently tugs and 
pulls this way and that, but you soon 
learn to keep your movements smooth. 
It doesn’t turn in with the alacrity of 
an XK120, but then these cars retain 
simple beam axles front and rear. The 
Jaguar handling revolution was still on 
the drawing board when this car was 
built. That’s fine though. We’ve got 
the windscreen open, the sunroof back 
and my three passengers seem to be 
enjoying a more gentle pace. There’s no 
sense in testing the grip of the tyres.

The brakes are reassuring, responding 
well to a gentle push. That’s handy 
when Mick points out a humpback 
bridge approaching. Best not test 
those leaf springs too harshly. I adore 
the trafficators, which have been 
allied to flashing indicators at each 
corner. Cleverly, the lamps within the 
trafficators also manage to flash, 
though most people these days 
probably won’t spot them anyway.

Overall, there’s a nice level of 
performance. You won’t be getting 
in anyone’s way, but you can enjoy 
the engine’s power without being 
anti-social. This feels a very fine 
way to travel indeed, and I’m truly 
grateful for the experience. 

But, for all my experiences, that’s 
nothing compared to Lucy’s personal 
connection with this car. I can say what I 

like about the driving experience, but the 
real magic comes when you see Lucy’s 
enjoyment of this car, exacerbated by 
the knowledge that her grandad owned 
this car when it was brand new, almost 
70 years ago, and her own father would 
have caressed the unrestored leather 
of the rear bench. It’s truly lovely to 
see, and this link has encouraged a 
couple who wouldn’t have previously 
considered owning such an elderly car 
that there’s real enjoyment to be had 
with a classic Jaguar. Beautiful. ■

Norman Dewis 
inspects the 

toolkit at Jaguar 
Super Saturday.

“It doesn't turn with the alacrity of an XK120, but then 
these cars retain simple beam axles front and rear”
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1966 JAGUAR E-TYPE SERIES 1 COUPE

NO EXPENSE  SPARED ROTISSERIE RESTORATION 

4.2, 265 HP
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3 SU CARBS

FULL INSTRUMENTATION
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RESTORED UNDERCARRIAGE

SPACIOUS INTERIOR

PURE STYLE... AHEAD OF ITS TIME. CONCOURS-READY.
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ADVENTURE
FIELD-FIND TO THE SAHARA

W O R D S :  I A N  S E A B R O O K   P I C S :  M A R K O  F L E M I N G

Having only just made it to the start in his V12 MkX, Marko 
Fleming now had to tackle over 3000 miles of driving in his 

freshly-built car, via the Sahara desert. And Ireland.

FIELD-FIND TO THE 
SAHARA  PART TWO

We left the first part of this 
adventure with Marko 
having just about got 
the MkX V12 ready for an 

MOT, after it had been off the road for 
over 30 years. It was a pretty ambitious 
build, and all the more so given that 
Marko runs Rust2Rome and was 
therefore leading and organising the 
event. “I broke my own rules,” he admits, 
referring to the £500 limit for buying 
and preparing a car. “I swapped the MkX 
for parts, but then spent thousands 
on it! I think it still very much fitted 

the spirit of the event though.” Marko’s 
father, John, as a Rust2Rome Pioneer, 
was also allowed some flexibility, and 
chose a Chevrolet Camaro as the ideal 
vehicle for tackling the Sahara.

Marko’s MkX was at least pretty 
well designed with desert in mind. 
There was a new, huge radiator and 
he had a full roof rack, packed with 
spare tyres, spares and tools. With a 
fuel-injected, V12 engine and five-
speed manual gearbox, it certainly 
had plenty of power. On paper. There 
was precious little time for testing, 

with the car pretty much going from 
the MOT station to home, and then to 
the start of the rally in Edinburgh.

Embarrassingly, the Jaguar refused to 
start as the event commenced, causing 
some panic. “We’d been trying to map 
the engine via a laptop as we drove 
along,” says Marko. “We’d got it running 
pretty well, but the map wouldn’t then 
allow the engine to start. There was 
a massive audience to see the start 
of the rally, and the MkX, and it was 
getting quite stressful. We tried push 
starting the car, so people got a great 

A D V E N T U R E
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show. It still wouldn’t start though.”
A few more tweaks to the map 

eventually coaxed the MkX into life, 
which does neatly demonstrate why 
a rolling road session is a good idea 
when going down the fuel injection 
route. There simply hadn’t been 
time to squeeze in such a session, 
with the car being tuned online as 
they drove to the start line. “John at 
Emerald deserves some real credit. 
Throughout our drive to Spain, he 
would be on the phone suggesting 
changes. He had a car with the same 
engine on his rolling road, and would 
give us suggestions based on that.”

Just the first day was more miles 
than this car had covered since at least 
1984, and unsurprisingly, there were 
some issues. “Petrol would leak from 
the overflow on the left-hand side. I 
had no gauges on the new three-tank 
system, and had no way of knowing 
which way the fuel circulated. Then we 
ran out of fuel, and my dad had to push 
us along with the Camaro. Thankfully, 
we were close to a petrol station.”

The first destination was Stranraer 
which, from Edinburgh, doesn’t seem 
the most obvious way of reaching the 
Sahara desert. “I like to have an element 
of surprise for people taking part. 

RUST2ROME
The first Rust2Rome event took 
place in 2006, run by a fresh-faced, 
18-year old Marko. “We did one 
run a year from 2006 up to 2014, 
but things really took off in 2013 
when we had 46 people in 16 cars. 
The following year, we had 150 
people in 55 cars. The runs went 
from Edinburgh to Rome with a 
maximum car buying budget of 
£500. By this time, some people 
had done several trips to Rome 
with us, so we began to do trips to 
other places. In 2015, we did the 
French Alps and the Swiss Alps. 
We've also done trips to Romania 
and now do five trips every year.” 

Every route is effectively tested 
by a loyal group who have been 
involved since the start. “We call 
them The Pioneers. We're just about 
to fly out to Mexico, where we've 
bought four muscle cars to hire to 
the teams. They have no idea at the 
moment. We'll see how that goes. It's 
good to do something different.”

For more about the adventures of 
Rust2Rome, visit www.rust2rome.
com where you'll find details of 
previous adventures, trips to come 
and much more. Video Blogs of this 
rebuild can be found on YouTube 
via tinyurl.com/ClassicMkX

Rather than simply drive down England, 
I decided we’d go to Northern Ireland, 
Ireland, get a ferry to Wales and then 
drive down to Portsmouth from there.”

One downside to this plan was rain. 
Lots of it. “The Jaguar leaked like you 
wouldn’t believe,” recalls Marko. “It came 
in everywhere. The mould on the car, 
from when it sat in a field, just turned 
to slime.” Generally though, the MkX 

seemed to be running ok, though the 
tracking was out. “I was a bit concerned. 
I had soft tyres on the car. It couldn’t 
have been doing them any good.”

In Wales, the teams enjoyed the scenic 
roads of Snowdonia, before making 
their way down to South Wales, and the 
famous Pendine Sands. “We got special 
permission to go on the sand, which is 
a bit odd really given we were heading 
for the Sahara desert. Still, it was nice 
to do. As we left, I got a bit silly and 
decided I wanted to see if the car could 
wheelspin. I had put a race clutch in, so I 
knew that would be ok, but as I dropped 
the clutch, there was a wee screech, but 
also a big bang. I stopped immediately, 
but couldn’t see the problem. The 
propshaft was still ok, so we carried on.”

The run down to Portsmouth was 
fairly problem free, but the car did 
feel down on power. “It just didn’t 
feel as quick as it should have done, 
and had been the same since the 
start. It was struggling on hills when 
it shouldn’t have been.” This problem 
was as yet undiagnosed, but another 
problem developed as the teams 
drove onto the ferry at Portsmouth.

“I had the radiator fans on a 
manual switch, but I didn’t actually 
have a temperature gauge. I forgot 
to turn them on as we boarded the 
boat and by the time we parked up, 
there was steam pouring out. The 
plastic header tank had split along 
its seam. There was nothing I could 
do now. I’d have to sort it in Spain.”

Putty was used to try and seal the 
split. “The leak kept moving along the 
seam though,” explains Marko. “As time 
went on, the header tank disappeared »

Marko and girlfriend Kelly fill her up, two pumps at a time!

Ireland, waiting for 
a ferry to Wales.
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not charging properly. “We had to 
tie a jump pack to the bonnet to get 
to that night’s hotel. Even then, the 
car cut out again. I was getting a tow 
from my dad, but the Spanish Police 
stopped us and told us off. We were 
almost at the car park, so we just 
carried on, but got quite a lecture.”

NO CHARGE
Having experienced charging problems 
early on, Marko had picked up an 
alternator in Portsmouth thanks to 
a previous Rust2Rome team, but 
hadn’t had time to fit it. That finally 
got sorted in Madrid. “That was one 
issue dealt with.” Another problem 
was also resolved when Marko realised 
that the wiring for the ECU was not 
correct. “One wire, which controls two 
injectors, was simply in the wrong place. 
Correcting that meant we actually 
had a V12 for the first time. It had 
been a V10 up to this point, and we’d 
already covered 1400 miles! It made 
such a difference. It was a huge relief 
to finally have it running properly.”

From Madrid, the teams headed 
to Almeria to catch the fourth ferry 

under stuff as we tried to clamp it 
together. We arrived at the stunning 
Parador de León, with water pouring out 
of the car. It was while I was underneath 
the car, checking the leaks that I noticed 
that the pin had sheared off the idler 
arm. The bolt holding it together was 
only 50% in.” Thankfully, the hotel they 
were staying in had its own workshop, 
so a mechanic was able to weld a 
washer to the pin to hold it all together. 
“It wasn’t going to fail, but there was no 
rubber bush, so the tracking was even 
worse. The next day, we were driving 
down a motorway when I heard what 
sounded like gravel hitting the underside 
of the car. We stopped and one of the 
front tyres had just disintegrated. I was 
forced to put on the tyres the car had 
worn in 1984 when parked up. I was only 
planning to use these in the desert.”

The drive to Madrid also had its 
moments. “As we hit the city, the 
MkX overheated and then wouldn’t 
restart. My dad gave us a tow, but a 
front tyre blew. We managed to find 
somewhere to buy fresh tyres, but 
had become separated from the main 
group by this point.” Just to add to 
the fun and games, the car was now 

The teams parked up on Pendine Sands. 
The Jaguar is by far the oldest car here.

Kelly is pleased she packed 
a bobble hat for this trip.

Another 
coolant leak 
in southern 
Spain.

That's what the 
bang was! Broken 

steering idler 
pin welded up.

Chunky Goodyear Eagle tyres give 
plenty of traction on Welsh sand.
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of the trip, destination Morocco. “By 
now, we understood the limits of 
the car. In seven days, we’d covered 
1700 miles and this was the first 
time this car had been on the road 
since 1984. Not bad! It had been off 
the road since before I was born.”

In Morocco, there were further 
overheating woes. “We were 
actually pushed across the border. 
By the time we finally got through, 
it was dark. It was at this point 
that I discovered that the sealed 
beam headlamps were rubbish!”

Day eight was a big one, with the 
teams hitting the desert for the first 
time. “It was a big goal. We were still 
nursing the car, but nothing else had 
gone wrong with it. The MkX looked 
really at home in the desert though. It 
was comfortable too. The roads were 
sometimes little more than gravel, but 
the MkX just went over everything. The 
same was not true of my dad’s Camaro. 
You could hear it scraping over rocks.”

There were spectacular backdrops 
aplenty at this point, with the 
teams visiting Gara Medouar, where 
ancient walls once surrounded 
a town, near an extinct volcano. 
Many films have been made here, 

“It had been a V10 up to this point, and 
we’d already covered 1400 miles!”

»

ECU wiring 
sorted, now 
it really was 

a V12!

Jump pack almost 
allowed MkX to reach 
the next hotel.

Aged tyre has 
had enough.

Marko and dad John 
replace the faulty 
alternator in Madrid.

Marko concentrates 
during a lengthy drive.
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including Spectre and The Mummy.
Remarkably, the MkX was still running 

well, though hot. “The floors were 
baking hot. If they got too hot, we 
knew we had to pull over and top the 
coolant up again. We were having to 
stop every 20 minutes or so at times.”

Ideal conditions for tackling the 
Atlas Mountains then! The team began 
the steep climb through the Gorge 
du Dades. “It was just a gravel track, 
and we were climbing to over 9500 
feet. Then it started raining, and the 
track turned to clay. Cars were snaking 
around, and there was a serious drop. 
It was very scary. One of my Goodyear 
Eagles burst, so I had to switch back 
to the old tyres, just to make things 
worse. We just tried to nurse the car to 
the top, but the altitude was starting 
to cause issues. I just had no power.”

In one photo, you can see an inverter 
running out of the engine bay and 
in through the passenger window. 
“That’s because my girlfriend, Kelly, 
was having to make live adjustments 
to the set-up of the car as we drove. 
She weakened the fuel mixture, and I’d 
see if that improved things. We were 
constantly making changes for a time.”

Marko had quite a headache by the 
time they reached the bottom, and 
Kelly was also feeling unwell. “I took 
a tablet, but my head was pounding. 
When one of our group suggested a 
short cut that could save us an hour, 
I just agreed readily.” Things did not 
go to plan. “I thought it was a bit odd 
that as we took the short cut, we didn’t 
see any other cars. After an hour, the 
sun was starting to go down and we 
ran out of road. It was getting dark, 

Pausing with a 
Mercedes-Benz 

stablemate in Spain.

The remarkable 
Parador du Léon. 
And a big puddle...

Speeding through the 
deserts of Morocco.
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and we were starting to climb. It was 
twice as bad as the previous climb and 
I just felt sick. It turns out there were 
exhaust fumes leaking into the car.”

Bravely, Marko’s dad took over the 
controls of the Jaguar, with Marko 
and Kelly taking over the Camaro. 
“The difference was like night and 
day! We hadn’t really realised how 
comfortable the MkX was until this 
point. However, it was nice to be able 
to watch the MkX driving along.”

It was late, and dark though, and 
three cars missed a turning and ended 
up crossing river beds. “We radioed 
the other team members, who said 
they had not crossed any river beds. 
We had to turn around and go back, 
but one car miscalculated and was 

teetering over a huge drop for a while. 
Thankfully we managed to rescue it 
with ropes. Then we ran out of fuel. We 
arrived at a petrol station, but funnily 
enough, it wasn’t open in the middle of 
the night. We were forced to abandon 
the thirstiest cars, ie the Jaguar and 
Camaro. My dad wanted to stop with 
the cars, to keep an eye on them, but 
we dragged him back to the hotel.”

Having arrived at the hotel at around 
3:30am, the team finally reached their 
beds. Or some of them did. “I got up at 
6am and got a lift back to the cars with 
one of the teams. My dad was already 
there. He’d had a shower, then got a taxi 
straight back to keep an eye on them!”

With the cars back at the hotel at last, 
Day 12 could now get under way. “We 

were on the run home now, and the car 
had taken one hell of a beating. It was 
still running though. We continued to 
just take it one checkpoint at a time but 
on Day 13, it didn’t break down at all!”

Having arrived in Tangier, the teams 
then had two days on another boat 
back to Sete in southern France. “That 
was nice. A proper chance to relax! 
Sadly, dad’s Camaro broke down 
about five minutes from the port, 
and we were forced to leave it to be 
recovered back to the UK. It was a 
real shame for dad, as he’d worked 
so hard to help us, during the build 
and the drive itself. He jumped into 
another car for the rest of the trip.”

Not the Jaguar, and who can 
blame him? “The inside of the 

“The roads were sometimes little more than gravel, 
but the MkX just went over everything.”

»

A bit different to Wales! 
A pause in the sand 

dunes of Morocco.

Speed the best way to avoid digging in.

John assists with 
a tyre change.
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Jaguar was a right state. We’d just 
chucked mucky tools and tyres 
in the back as we needed to.”

On the drive up to Paris, one of the 
rear tyres started scrubbing on the 
arch. “I’ve no idea why, we’d not had 
this problem before. We tried to adjust 
the weight in the car to compensate, 
but it still rubbed it through to the 
chords. Thankfully, it didn’t burst.”

In the Netherlands, the teams split 
up with some heading to the south 

THANKS TO: 
Special thanks to all of the Rust 
2 The Sahara Team (my support 
crew), Rob Beere at Rob Beere 
Racing, Barry Pro Drive, Ali at 
McMillan Jaguar, Mark at OBP 
Motorsport, Corbeau Seats

Massive thanks to Kelly, 
Hywel, David and all of 
my family who helped and 
supported me throughout 
the whole build and trip!

pretty much thrown together in the 
weeks before the event. “I did need time 
apart from it when we got back,” admits 
Marko. “It was so nice to wake up in a 
morning and know I didn’t have to try 
and deal with any issues! I’ve postponed 
its next trip to give me time to get it 
finished and hopefully stabilised. That 
said, some of our issues would only 
have come to light on a trip like this 
anyway. We could have done all manner 
of testing and still had problems. I 
think it’ll always remain my Sahara car 
though. I loved driving it there. I’d like 
it to do two of our trips next year.” 

We certainly wish the car many more 
adventures. What a remarkable tale. ■

of England and some further north. 
Marko got a ferry back to Newcastle, 
and then a final push back to Scotland. 
Remarkably, the MkX had made it, 
covering 3650 miles in 17 days, despite 
cooling issues, engine mapping 
problems, tyre issues, broken steering 
and the fact that the car had been 

“We were on the run home now, and the 
car had taken one hell of a beating...”

A terrifying ascent in the Atlas 
Mountains. Note inverter 
hanging out of the window.

Pausing by a lake for emergency coolant supplies.
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EVENTS
WHAT’S GOING ON

ROYAL WINDSOR 
JAGUAR FESTIVAL
6TH MAY 2017

We promised another 
selection of photos from 
this event, and thanks 
to the Gage Family and 

JEC for sending us another fabulous 
mix. As you can see, this was certainly 
a huge event, with HRH Prince 
Edward on hand to watch a parade of 
vehicles, while Jaguars filled The Long 
Walk in front of Windsor Castle. ■
www.jec.org.uk

A delightful XJ40 
received royal approval.

Jaguar/Daimler 
comparisons on 
The Long Walk.

Swallow-
bodied Austin 

joins the fun.

A 420 passes through 
the grounds.

Beautiful cars with a 
beautiful backdrop.
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JAGUAR RUN
14TH MAY 2017

The annual Jaguar Run this 
time switched to Eastbourne 
as a final destination, rather 
than the crowded streets 

of Brighton, a move which certainly 
seemed to work very nicely. There was 
a lovely mixture of vehicles, with photos 
taken by Kelsey Media MD Phil Weeden 
and photographer Chris Frosin. 

Phil was particularly taken by Sam 
Werth’s black XJ6, which is apparently 
his first car. Well, why not start with a 
bit of quality? What a lovely machine. ■ 
www.jaguarrun.co.uk

Eastbourne the 
destination for the 

Jaguar Run this time.

Sam Werth's first car is 
this gorgeous Series I 
XJ6. Got Phil Weeden's 
attention (right).
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EVENTS
WHAT’S GOING ON

COVENTRY MOTOFEST
3RD-4TH JUNE  2017

Coventry’s fabled ring road rang to the 
sound of classics and racers, as its 
annual Motofest event turned part 
of the much-derided inner circle into 

a race track. Naturally, there was plenty of 
Jaguar content, snapped by Darren Rungasamy. 
Attendees on the Saturday were treated to the 
sight and sound of the XJ13, though sadly, as 
you can read in our news pages, XJ13 was rather 
unwell for the Sunday. Happily, Jaguar Heritage 
Trust had brought along several vehicles, with its 
volunteers putting them through their paces.

There was plenty to see elsewhere, 
and every evening, cars from the classic 
displays took their own turn on the ‘track’ 
to thrill the abundant crowds. ■
www.coventrymotofest.com

BRISTOL CLASSIC CAR SHOW
17TH-18TH JUNE  2017

You can’t have a classic car show without 
Jaguars, and that was proven at the 
Bristol Classic Car Show this year. There 
were Jaguars amongst the displays of 

local motoring clubs, but also a good selection 
to be found in the bustling classic parking 
section outside. We were particularly taken by 
the Russet Brown 3.5-Litre. Apparently it had 
been repainted that shade during a spell in Italy, 
though the new owner has repainted the roof in 
black rather than white, which works rather well. 
An unexpected shade, but still a pleasant one. 
It looked resplendent next to a Bond Minicar. ■

Mk2 leads a convoy at 
the Coventry Motofest.

Jaguar Heritage Trust brought 
several vehicles, including 
XK120, SS100 and XJ13.

Yes, that is a 3.5-Litre in 
Russet Brown. Works well.

Daimler Sovereign a rare sight. XJ-C in Harvest Gold. XK150 of the Yeovil Car Club.
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ROUND BRITAIN COASTAL DRIVE
12TH-29TH JUNE  2017

Philip Porter and his team have repeated 
last year’s inaugural Round Britain 
Coastal Drive, only this time it’s XKs 
rather than E-Types leading the way.

Supporting Prostate Cancer UK once more, the 
event saw a vast array of XK models joining the 
event, some for the odd day, some of the entire 
event. SNG Barratt provided technical support, 
while the route visited some key specialists on its 
travels, such as JD Classics and Twyford Moors. 
There was plenty of scenery too of course, as 
this selection of images demonstrates. ■
www.xkclub.com

The run visits Twyford Moors on 
its final day. Pic: Harry Rochez.

Northrepps Cottage Country 
Hotel, Cromer, Norfolk on day 16.

The six cars that completed 
the entire 18 stages.

XK120 pauses on 
the coastal drive. 
Pic: David Nevill.

Richard and Rebecca Vale with their 
XK120 FHC in the North West.

Murray Walker 
flagged off 
entrants at 
Beaulieu.

Art Foley from Seattle in 
the far North of Scotland.
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TECHNICAL  
XK150 CHASSIS BUILD

W O R D S  A N D  P I C S :  R O B  H A W K I N S

We visit P&K Thornton Restorations to seek expert advice on the 
work involved when starting to reassemble an XK150 chassis.

XK150: UNDER THE SKIN

and Keith Thornton, who have been 
working on and restoring Jaguars since 
they first set up business 50 years ago. 
They are now approaching retirement, 
but ran a busy MOT testing station 
and workshop in the 1960s and 70s, 
where modern and old Jaguars were 
maintained. Nowadays, they have 
slowed down and concentrate solely 
on restoring classic Jaguars from their 
Nottinghamshire-based workshops that 
are hidden away on a farm. So if anyone 
should know about chassis assembly, 

it’s definitely these two brothers who 
at the time of visiting, had an XK150 
rolling chassis in their workshop with a 
reconditioned engine sitting close by 
and the bodywork at a local specialist.

We wanted to discover the problems 
and typical mistakes encountered when 
attempting to rebuild a chassis. It’s 
often a huge undertaking, requiring 
months of time spent dismantling 
components and either refurbishing or 
renewing them before finally arriving 
at the rebuild stage. The overall advice 

T E C H N I C A L

The assembly of a restored or 
new chassis can turn into a 
gigantic three-dimensional 
jigsaw puzzle as you try to 

remember where everything should 
be fitted. If repairs are made to the 
metalwork, then this can add to 
the dilemma, especially if mounting 
points are now missing or have been 
covered over. And sometimes there’s a 
specific order to how parts should be 
fitted, such as pipework and wiring. 

We recently visited brothers Peter 
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Brake pipe junctions must be securely fitted. Notice the brake 
pipe switch shown here, which activates the brake lights.

Brake pipes, wiring, fuel lines and other lines can 
often be routed inside chassis rails.

Rustproofing the inside of the chassis is just as important 
as protecting the exterior. P&K uses a variety of air 
fed spray equipment to inject wax inside.

A brake flexi-hose between the axle and the chassis 
compensates for movement in the axle.

»

we could glean from Peter and Keith 
concerned attitude. Remain calm and 
focused throughout and take your time. 

The assembly of a chassis should 
begin with several checks. Make sure 
all engine and gearbox mounts and 
outriggers (for mounting the body) are 
present, along with any suspension 
and axle mounting points. This may 
sound obvious, but if a chassis has 
been remanufactured or an old one 
overhauled, missing off a mounting 
point can be disastrous, especially if 
you discover it later in the rebuild. 

As we discuss these points with Peter 
and Keith, we also ask them whether it’s 
feasible to check whether a chassis is 
straight. Peter agrees that it’s essential, 
pointing out the rear legs of the XK150 
chassis are nearly four feet long and 
only secured to the chassis over the rear 
axle. If the angle of attachment here 
is incorrect, the chances of mounting 
the back of the bodywork onto the 
rearmost points of these legs is very 

slim. Peter recalls instances where 
this has happened, so it’s definitely 
worthwhile arming yourself with a tape 
measure and noting some dimensions. 
This also applies to outriggers and 
mounts for the engine and gearbox.

If you have a selection of axle stands, 
some fishing wire and bob weights, 
then square measuring a chassis can 
help to check it for straightness. This 
is like drawing a rectangle around 
the chassis to allow measurements 
to be made to in turn check that 
everything is in line. If you have a 
flat floor where the chassis is being 
reassembled, then drawing a rectangle 
in chalk can also help with square 
measuring. Don’t expect a chassis to 
be perfectly square, a few millimetres 
difference is usually acceptable.

PROTECTION
While most restored Jaguars will 
rarely see the use and abuse of daily 

driving and winter weather again, it’s 
essential to ensure the chassis has 
some chance of survival. And it looks 
professional to have considered this 
level of attention to detail. A galvanised 
steel chassis is a popular option, along 
with powder coating. However, there’s 
nothing wrong with a traditional coat 
or two of black gloss paint. Just make 
sure it’s a tough chassis paint that 
can withstand stone chips. Specialists 
such as Frost sell such paint that’s 
designed to be tough enough to survive 
the impact of gravel and stones.

The inside of the chassis isn’t so easy 
to paint, although aerosol cans can 
often do a reasonable job. Instead, a 
rustproofing product such as Waxoyl 
or Bilt Hamber’s Dynax S50 can be 
injected inside. An even coating is 
essential here, especially with waxes 
that are designed to repel moisture 
– the moisture may settle on any 
surfaces that are not coated in wax. 

Avoid filling a chassis full of wax or 
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Be aware of any hot or moving 
parts, such as the exhaust system and 
suspension components. At the rear 
of a live axle chassis, the brake pipes 
need to be routed along the chassis 
and off to the brakes. Consequently, 
a single brake pipe may travel from 
the rigid chassis to the axle that 
moves up and down via the leaf 
springs, so a brake flexi-hose must be 
fitted here to allow for movement.

Where pipework is routed through 
a chassis, make sure rubber grommets 
are fitted to prevent chafing. Secure the 
pipework with plastic or rubber coated 
P-clips or similar fittings and make sure 
any joins (pipe nuts) are accessible to 
enable them to be tightened or sections 
of pipework replaced in the future.

Shaping pipework can be frustrating 
at times. Avoid kinking it as this will 
restrict the flow of fluid inside. Use 
a large socket or a similar round 
object to fashion the curves.

Where connections such as junctions 
are fitted, this is where careful planning 

Trial fitting components such as the fuel tank helps to check 
it can be fitted and whether any components obstruct it.

Clutch and brake master cylinders should be fitted and the pipework 
routed to them to complete as much of the systems as possible.

The XK150 chassis is designed with holes at the front and rear 
to allow air to travel through and for moisture to be air-dried.

This particular chassis has been galvanised and powder coated, 
but still looks good with a glossy coat of chassis black.

where the wheels can be attached is a 
sensible move. This allows the chassis 
to be easily manoeuvred around 
if required, and also allows for the 
brake and suspension components 
and rear axle to be completed. These 
large components once fitted, make 
it easier to route the pipework for 
the brakes, fuel and clutch. If the 
pipework is fitted before the brake 
and suspension parts, then they will 
inevitably get in the way. So it’s much 
easier to route and fit them afterwards.

Routing and fitting pipework is time-
consuming, and more so if you are 
working to memory or old photographs 
and drawings. There is however, a 
logical approach to this work. Make 
use of the inside of the chassis where 
possible to help protect the pipework, 
although make sure access is possible 
should these parts need to be renewed 
or inspected in the future. So ensure 
brake pipe connections and electrical 
plug connectors are accessible and 
not hidden deep inside the chassis.

a similar rustproofing product. Peter 
at P&K pointed out the open ends of 
the rear chassis legs and the same 
open ends at the front. This allows air 
to travel through the chassis and dry 
out any moisture. The same principle 
applies to any chassis drain holes. 
Water that runs inside the chassis 
must be allowed to drain out. This 
may help to drain water that runs 
into the engine bay for example.

Some areas of the chassis however, 
can benefit from being blocked up. 
We noticed that where several panels 
have been welded to form the chassis, 
seam welding was missing from a 
few areas. Consequently, there were 
a few unwanted gaps that can allow 
water into the chassis. A modern seam 
sealer can help here to fill those gaps. 

ROLLING CHASSIS
Once you are satisfied the chassis has 
been fully inspected and protected, 
then turning it into a rolling assembly 
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is required. Start by making sure 
the junction can be securely fitted, 
then work out where the pipes need 
to be attached and whether any of 
them will obstruct other parts.

Some pipes may need to be pre-
formed before being fed through 
the chassis. This can be awkward, 
especially if the pipework is rigid, 
such as a fuel pipe. There may be 
only one way to route the pipe, which 
means lots of ways to get it wrong.

If possible, fit or trial fit any 
components that are associated 
with the pipework. On the XK150 
for example, the brake and clutch 
master cylinders can be fitted and the 
pipework connected. The fuel tank can 
be trial fitted to ensure the fuel line can 
be connected – more parts may need 
to be fitted before it can be installed.

If an electric fuel pump is being 
fitted, make sure a rubber mount is 
used if it’s secured to the chassis. 
If it’s solid mounted, any noise 
generated by the fuel pump will be 

From left to right: brothers Keith and Peter Thornton have 
been working on Jaguars for the past 50 years.

Fit the handbrake cables, and check the routing to ensure 
they are not caught where they should not be.

Installing the engine and gearbox, before the 
bodywork. You can go as far as test-running it.

amplified through the chassis.
The wiring can be just as challenging 

as the pipework. Parts of the loom 
can be routed through the chassis, 
so it’s worthwhile laying out the 
entire loom on the floor and working 
out where it should be routed. Look 
for the parts of the loom that feed 
the front and rear lighting, the fuel 
pump and brake light switch. This will 
help to determine where the main 
part of the loom can be routed.

HANDBRAKE AND 
EXHAUST
Small and large items, ranging from 
the handbrake cables to the exhaust 
system can be fitted to the rolling 
chassis to ensure they are correctly 
located. On the XK chassis, the 
centre section of the exhaust system 
is routed through specific holes in 
the chassis. This may take time to 
fit and ensure the exhaust doesn’t 
catch the chassis. It will need to be 

checked several times throughout 
the rebuild and probably adjusted.

The handbrake cables can be routed 
to the back brakes, then finished off 
when the bodywork has been fitted.

There are two major components 
that are fitted to the chassis prior to 
the bodywork being located – the 
engine and gearbox. P&K loosely fit the 
mounts for these components, mate 
the engine and gearbox to each other, 
then lower the complete assembly into 
position before fully tightening the 
respective mounts. The fitting of the 
engine and gearbox allows the rolling 
chassis to be assembled to a running 
vehicle and tested if required. This 
allows for several checks to be made 
to ensure the clutch is operational, 
gears can be selected, fuel lines are not 
leaking and earth points are reliable. 

P&K has the luxury of being 
surrounded by private land, so the 
brothers can secure a seat to the 
chassis and actually drive the part 
assembled vehicle. Sometimes »
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however, they prefer to raise the 
rolling chassis on a ramp or axle 
stands and conduct their running 
tests while remaining stationary.

Conducting a running test with a 
rolling chassis allows for all potential 

problems to be checked and more 
easily fixed than if the bodywork was 
fitted. This is a common approach to 
restoration where a vehicle’s bodywork 
is separate to the chassis, and it’s 
interesting to see that modern cars 

such as the Range Rover and Land 
Rover Discovery follow this principle. 
For classics such as the XK150, this 
makes a restoration less back-breaking 
and reduces the risk of problems arising 
after the rebuild has finished. n

THANKS TO: 
P&K Thornton Restorations
Telephone: 0115 926 2266
Email: info@thorntonrestorations.com
Website: www.thorntonrestorations.co.uk

A new or repaired chassis may have a few gaps between sections, 
which can let water through, but these can be filled with seam sealer.

The XK140-150 used rack and pinion steering, 
whereas the earlier 120 had a steering box.

Pre-shaped pipework can sometimes be awkward to fit.

The outriggers support and mount the bodywork. Notice the 
holes in the sides that allow a brake pipe to be routed through.

It’s wise to assemble a rolling chassis with the suspension 
components fitted first, before moving onto pipework.
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W O R D S  A N D  P I C S :  S I M O N  D O W N I N G

After many hours of preparation, we're finally ready to apply 
the top coats, though there's still more polishing to do.

SECRETS OF 
THE PAINT SHOP

take over the booth for the week.  
Consideration now needs to be given 
to the volume of paint you’ll be using. 
After all, the last thing you want is to 
run out of a tinter, or be down to the 
last five litres of lacquer as you are 
ploughing through, for want of a better 
word. Again, it all comes back to being 
process driven, having everything 
in-place and not stopping until the 
car, and all its panels are painted. 

Just to explain tinters, these are 

individual colours – blue, red, green, 
white for instance – that are housed in 
small plastic containers that make up 
what’s known as a paint scheme. Not 
forgetting metallic colours. An average 
paint scheme will shelve anything from 
30-40 different colours depending 
upon the paint manufacturer. Not 
every restorer or bodyshop will have 
a scheme, some will, where others will 
buy the colour already mixed. It really 
does depend upon the throughput of 

T E C H N I C A L

There is no greater satisfaction 
as a painter, than to apply the 
final colour. You are taking it 
back to that bygone era, like 

the day it rolled out of the factory at 
Browns Lane for the very first time. 
Colours on cars have always fascinated 
me and it boils down to the fact that, at 
one moment in time, be it 1960s or 70s, 
those were the colours of the time. 

So, with the end in sight it’s the 
big push and you need to completely 
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»

Paint is all in the preparation. 
P500 paper is used to key 

the primer ready for paint.

Outer areas are painted 
first, with several layers 

of topcoat applied.
Simon Downing. Jaguar 
specialist, prepper and painter.

jobs, and personal preference. I opted 
for the scheme, but at times will buy in 
a ready mixed colour, again, depending 
upon the size of the job and what it 
is. There is no right or wrong way.    

PAINT WEIGHT
Staying on colours and obtaining the 
colour you are about to paint, its all 
produced on weight. Let me explain; 
lets say you’re starting off painting 
the bodyshell and its going metallic 
gunmetal grey for instance, I’ll know 
within half a litre how many litres of 
basecoat (metallic grey) it should take 
to paint the entire job. The importance 
here is to obtain the right shade of 
colour throughout the entire paint 
refinishing stage. The last thing you 
want is to have to remix an additional 
1.5 litres, when you’ve already painted 
and completed the bodyshell, as the 
paint is weighed out on what we call 
mixing scales and each of the tinters 
that makes the colour is weighed out 
in grams, go a gram or two over on 
a couple of tinters and you’ll start 
to throw the colour out. Hands up 
at this point, I have done both and 
been okay, but it is an added stress, 
because what if the actual tinter 
from the manufacturer is incorrect? 
Or there is a bad batch, or somebody 
over mixes the colour you’ve brought 
in? All this can go against you and 
cause thousands of pounds worth of 
rectification work. Again, different 
restorers and bodyshops will use either 
solvent basecoat (gun metal metallic 
colour), or water-based basecoat. 
Yet again, it falls down to personal 

preference, what products you like 
and what gives you the best results. 

There is a myth that water-
based paint won’t last, be as good 
as solvent or look right. But in the 
right environment and with a skilled 
paint refinisher, you’ll never know 
the difference. After all, we still 
apply what’s know as clearcoat or 
lacquer over the basecoat colour to 
obtain the shine, where the clearcoat 
is a 2k solvent based material. 

With the bodyshell sitting in its 
bay, along with all the panels securely 
fitted to the panel stands, we can 
now start the final quality control 
procedure to make sure each and every 
panel is 100% prepared to perfection. 
With the preparation stages taking 
us through the different grades of 

flatting papers, as we continue to flat 
the primer, whilst maintain the overall 
bodyshape, the flatting papers and 
disks comprise-P240-P320-P400, 
eventually finishing off in P500. This 
has removed any heavier scratches 
as we’ve worked our way through the 
grades and is at a stage where the 
basecoat colour will key to the primer. 

FINAL PREP
‘Key’ is a term used to explain that 
the basecoat will adhere to the primer 
and will not flake off. Preparing to 
paint application stage could have 
taken anything from 45hrs-180+hours. 
Again it all differs depending upon 
the scale of the job and complexity. 
Restorers and bodyshop specialists 
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across the land will all have their own 
unique ways as we build up to final 
refinishing paint application stage, 
as flatted and prepared panels only 
have a small window, until you have 
to re-key the panels for paint. At 
times, two to three paint preppers 
may be working on the bodyshell 
and feeding the single painter. 

Panels and bodyshell are air blown 
off in the bodyshop. Then we will 
start off rolling the bodyshell into the 
booth. Changing the air filters is my 
own personal preference, as it is carried 
out each and every time a re-paint 
goes through. After all, when you 
stop to think that the bodyshell and 
all panels have been primered several 
times, combined with colour applied to 
different sections to the body, booth 

Metallic paint will be followed up by 
several coats of clear lacquer.

Now the inner sections 
can be painted, even 
though most areas 
will be hidden.

The final top coat is applied 
and must now cure.

The panels should be painted 
with the same batch of colour.
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filters start to clog up, resulting in an 
inefficient booth. Marry that with dirt 
and dust particles within the booth’s 
atmosphere and you’re only causing 
potential problems for yourself, and 
an additional endless task of flatting 
and polishing the shell and panels 
more so than you would normally. 

With the booth running on spray 
cycle, temperature getting up to a nice 
24-26 degrees and the bodyshell being 
completely panel wiped {degreased}, 
we are officially on the last lap. Only 
just before we pull the trigger, I’ll wipe 
the body with a tack cloth to remove 
any additional dust particles that 
have fallen, backed up with the anti-
static gun. Only then will we apply the 
paint. Anti-static guns are a pretty 
new arrival in the past 5-10 years, and 
to be honest they're a real God send, 
as they remove/reduce the static on 
the panels, especially plastic panels. 

PAINT GOES ON
Now, the painter earns his stripes, 
building up the colour with several 
coats – probably three coats for a solid 
colour, and four for a metallic colour 
before three coats of clear lacquer. 
Long, smooth motions are essential 
to avoid building up too much paint in 
any one place, eliminating dry spots 
and heavy build-ups. The gun will be 
flicked away from the panel at the end 
of the each stroke – you can never 
stop the gun in any one place, you are 
constantly flowing and on the move. 
To be honest, it’s very therapeutic.  

So after endless hours and months, 
we finally get to see the car looking 
more like a recognisable Jaguar. There’s 
something special about a freshly 
painted Jaguar sitting on a trolley. I 
suppose its similar to a race car sitting 

Sprayer must follow the 
contours carefully to avoid 
excess build up of paint.

Voila! Doors are ready to go.

Bonnet one of the 
trickier panels on 
an E-Type to paint.

Different 
stands will 
be needed to 
ensure good 
coverage 
inside and out.

»
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on axle stand with its wheels off…
there’s something quite cool about it, 
knowing the potential that lies within. 

Are we finished? Certainly not. Once 
the paint has cured and the booth 
bake cycles finished, the flatting back 
can start. It seems counter-productive 
to take gritted paper to fresh paint, 
but to get that deep shine, this is an 
essential step. We start with 1200 wet 
and dry, using only light pressure. Or 
in some cases “dry flatting” is been 
seen more and more. This process is 

The body has now been flatted 
back down, ready for final polish.

Finished! After polish and wax, the 
body is finally ready for reassembly.

Engine frames can 
be hung to ensure 
spray gun access.

still as effective, only uses less water 
with more of a fine spray under the 
sanding disc, which is housed on the DA 
hand sander, as opposed to a panels 
running wet and aching arms. We then 
change to 1500 grade, then 2000 
and then we can begin the machine 

polishing, using slight course polish 
to bring back the shine, before finally, 
we can apply a good coat of wax.

Now, the car is finally ready to be 
reassembled for the final time. It’s 
taken a long time to get here, but the 
results will certainly be worth it. ■

“It seems counter-productive to take 
gritted paper to fresh paint, but to get that 

deep shine, this is an essential step”
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W O R D S  A N D  P I C S :  I A N  S E A B R O O K

The story of how we didn't make it to London for the 
Jaguar Run. Our luck ran out. Twice!

As you'll see in our Events pages, 
the Jaguar Run was a fantastic 
day out, with spectacular 
weather, lovely views and 

plenty of beautiful Jaguars. But, I wasn't 
there. It wasn't for the want of trying 
though! Here's how my weekend went.

The trouble actually started the week 
before, when my Daimler 4.0 began to 
run very badly indeed. We asked the 
question in the previous issue; is buying 
a cheap XJ40 a good idea? Well, I think 
I can convincingly say that it is not. See 
page 98 for further conclusive proof!

As the date of the run rushed 
towards me, I was forced to concede 
that this car would not be taking me to 
Greenwich and the start of the Jaguar 
Run. I needed another vehicle. This is 
where the friendly folk at SNG Barratt 

came in, offering their delightful XK150 
drophead for the weekend. I duly dashed 
over to Bridgnorth with a grin on my 
face, and drove home with the wind 
in my hair and an even larger smile.

This is a lovely car to drive, with 
the engine upgraded to triple-carb 
S specification and a smooth Borg 
Warner automatic transmission. It 
feels deliciously tight to drive too, with 
superb steering – albeit the smaller 
Moto Lita wheel makes things a touch 
heavy at parking speeds. A stainless 
steel exhaust allows the engine to 
growl menacingly, though the car 
generally lopes along at low revs, using 
the vast torque of the XK engine. 

The automatic gearbox has other 
advantages, with the pedal box area 
feeling a lot less cramped than it can 

do on the manual cars, albeit the 
transmission tunnel still eats into that 
space to a large degree. The on-dash 
gear selector keeps things neat too.

This is certainly a car that gets 
plenty of attention, with a curious 
public always keen to ask questions, 
to the point that it can delay journeys. 
Meanwhile, the all-disc brakes add 
security, even if we did detect them 
getting a bit warm on some of the 
steep, mountain passes of mid-Wales.

WELSH SCENERY
So it was than on the Saturday morning, 
I prepared to head to London, ready for 
the event on the Sunday. The weather 
was a little Welsh, shall we say, so I 
opted to keep the roof up. Driving along 

XK150 DHC
D R I V E N
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Is there a finer way to 
enjoy the open road?

A somewhat surreal 
moment in south 
Wales. If you can't 
take the Jaguar 
to London...

the A470 to Builth Wells proved a little 
trying, with a bicycle race occurring in 
the opposite direction, and terrifying 
overtaking manoeuvres livening things 
up as impatient motorists tried to pass 
said bicycles regardless of whether a 
beautiful Jaguar was coming the other 
way. Not nice when you feel a certain 
responsibility to look after this car. It 

has a huge personal connection with the 
Barratt family. This isn't a car to prang!

Eventually, such troubles were 
behind me, and I began the climb 
into the Brecon Beacons National 
Park. I paused at Tretower for photos, 
before a lunch stop in Crickhowell, a 
lovely little market town, where the 
XK felt very much at home. But, I had 

to push on. I was only about 70 miles 
into the 230 I needed to cover.

As I approached Abergavenny, the 
ammeter needle suddenly swung to 
the C position. This was rather baffling, 
and I began to regret not packing 
any tools, nor a multimeter. Tapping 
the gauge didn’t work either. All the 
garages I spotted were closed, so I 
pushed on with a dose of blind hope. 
We followed the A40, which was our 
first stretch of dual carriageway, and 
a chance for the XK to really stretch 
its legs. It does this admirably, though 
70mph (an indicated 80mph on the 
speedo, but confirmed as legal by my 
sat nav) is around 3350rpm, so it isn't 
necessarily all that relaxing. I suspect 
a manual overdrive car would benefit 
from taller gearing at cruising speeds.

An exceedingly tight curve led us to 
the slip road for the A449, and cruising 
speed was reached in short order. 
We were passing vehicles a-plenty, 
and the miles flew by. Sadly, not for 
very much longer. On one overtake 
just past Usk, there was a ping from 
the dashboard and power vanished. I 
checked the dashboard, and there were 
no lights. No anything in fact. We had 
complete electrical failure at 70mph. 
I quickly pulled to the nearside lane, 
and cursed the lack of hard shoulder.

Ok. Power wasn't coming back, but 
gravity was keeping us moving. I quickly 
selected the neutral position, stuck 
two wheels off the road to indicate I 
was having trouble, and now began 
to hope. Would I reach the parking 
bay now quarter of a mile ahead? For 
several hundred yards, things looked »
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good, but then gravity denied me, 
and the sinking feeling kicked in. We 
were not going to make it. I pulled 
over next to the crash barrier, and 
quickly jumped out and to safety.

This was so frustrating. Due to the 
dangerous location, there was no way 
I could risk trying to investigate the 
fault. I had no option but to call the 
RAC for assistance, and nervously 
wait while trucks and cars passed 
within a few feet of the stricken car.

ATTEMPTED REPAIR
The RAC came out within 45 minutes, 
and towed the car to the parking 
bay I had so nearly reached. Dean, 
the rescue driver, then spent over 
an hour trying to trace and fix the 
fault, while I asked for suggestions on 
social media. We established that the 
batteries still had power, and that it 
reached the fusebox. However, it did 
not appear to reach the ignition switch. 
Suggestions on Facebook centred on 
the ammeter, which later turned out to 
be the culprit. In the meantime, Dean 
took power directly from the fusebox 
to the ignition switch to try and get 
things working again. For the most part, 
this was successful. We had ignition, 
starter, wipers and lights once more. 
But, the engine would not fire into life. 
Easystart confirmed that the ignition 
was fine, but no petrol. It seemed that 
the fuel pump was not operating. A 
thump didn't restore life, but I fear 
Dean had reached his time limit for a 
fix. Certainly, he packed up and called 
for recovery in short order, confirming 
that I would not be reaching London. 

Eventually, a recovery truck came out, 
only one hour later than suggested by 
the RAC, and we began the long drive 
back to SNG Barratt's headquarters 
in Bridgnorth. Peter and Neil very 
kindly gave up some of their Saturday 
evening to greet us. Thanks gents. 
I jumped back into my own car and 
drove home, feeling a little dejected.

It has been frustrating for all of 
us. I had two plans fail, while SNG 
saw it's normally-reliable XK150 fail 
with an editor on board. This car had 
only just come back from the Royal 
Windsor Jaguar Festival, with no 
problems at all other than a slightly 
iffy headlamp bulb connection. 

I very much enjoyed my drive 
until the electrics failed, though 

hopefully next year, I'll be able to 
make the Jaguar Run without drama. 
I'm hoping to have a rather better 
plan in place myself next time.

As for the XK, the Facebook experts 
were right. The problem does indeed 
seem to have been the ammeter. A 
tiny coil had come adrift within it. 
The fuel pump has been removed 
from the car, and is working, so 
we're not entirely sure why it still 
refused to play ball at the time. 

Overall then, a slightly disappointing 
weekend in which the Jaguar Run 
remained a dream. These things happen, 
and I'm still grateful to SNG Barratt for 
offering up its busy XK. It still got me 
closer to London than my own Daimler! 
It was a lot nicer to drive too… ■

SNG Barratt's XK150 
has a wonderfully 
patinated interior.

Recovery the only option 
for this silver beauty.
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Telephone: 01384 214429
www.castlechrome.co.uk

We are a dedicated team of skilled metal polishers and platers
with more than 100-years experience of polishing chrome,
copper, and nickel plating. We specialise in the restoration of
all car and motorcycle bright work to a high quality.
• Our work is undertaken in-house and every job is treated
with the utmost care.
• All of our work is triple plated – copper, nickel & chrome.
• We can take on all projects, from the biggest to smallest.
• We are happy to provide references from our many satisfied
customers.

Our aim is to provide you with the best quality finish at the
most reasonable price possible.

To discuss your metal finishing requirements, please
telephone the number below, or visit our website.

BRAKING
Aluminium brake upgrades

designed and made in
Britain for a wide range

of classic cars

www.britishclassiccarparts.com
(+44) 01209 202 820

Now 72 Pages with
Hundreds of New

Products

Our Latest Jaguar E-Type
Performance Catalogue
Now Available
Our latest Jaguar E-Type Performance
catalogue from Denis Welch Motorsport
is here.

This new version sees the addition of
28 extra pages and hundreds of new
performance enhancing products for Jaguar
E-Type 6 cylinder models, both road and
competition.

Racing and high performance enthusiasts
demand only the very best parts. We design
and manufacture ours to be ‘Better than
Original’ but without damaging the cars
irreplaceable heritage.

Order Your Copy Today

Now 72 Pages with 

performance enhancing products for Jaguar 

demand only the very best parts. We design 

DENIS WELCH MOTORSPORT, YOXALL, BURTON ON TRENT, STAFFS DE13 8NA, ENGLAND

Parts Hotline: +44(0)1543 472244 E-mail: sales@bighealey.co.uk

The ppperffrformaaance is legendary...
You deserve the best...

The price is right...
The quality is excellent...

WWW.FOSSEWAYPERFORMANCE .CO .UK

Aluminium Radiators

Silicone Coolant Hoses

Classic Car Batteries

High Output Alternators

01386 426 249
Blockley | Glos. | England

MMooddeerrnn RReelliiaabbiilliittyy
CCllaassssiicc EEnnjjooyymmeenntt

E-Type Cooling Fans

High Torque Starter Motors

Dynator Conversions

Wire Wheel Balancing Kits

Remote Brake Bleed Kits

Performance Brake Upgrades

At Fosseway Performance we design and manufacture reliability enhancing upgrades
for British and Continental classic cars. We provide the discerning owner with the best
of modern technology whilst maintaining a contemporary and authentic appearance.

We have a wide range of products for over 50 of the most cherished classics with a
particular interest in classic Jaguar cars.

Engineered in the Heart of England
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JAGUAR CLUBS
OF NORTH AMERICA:

CELEBRATING OUR 60TH YEAR (OR 64TH)

The first ‘Jaguar’ club formed 
in North America, first in the 
world since the pre-war SS club 
in England had disbanded, was 

the Jaguar Owners’ Association (JOA). It 

was the brainchild and passion of New 
York resident George M. Evdokimov and 
was incorporated on 16 December 1954.

JOA was intended from the beginning 
to be a continent-wide organization 

and the basic structure established by 
Evdokimov survives to this day. There 
were six regions, each with a director. 
The directors supervised divisional 
directors who were actually the 
executives of local clubs. While a long-
running battle has existed over which 
was the very first club, we can safely 
say the first two clubs were the Empire 
Club of NY and the Jaguar Associates 
Group (JAG) in San Francisco. Other 
clubs quickly followed in Los Angeles, 
Montreal, Chicago and the cores of 
new groups were forming elsewhere.

Membership in the JOA grew rapidly, 
imposing a heavy workload on the 
founding members, indicating a need 
for paid staff or at least additional 
administrative staff. The developing 
size and significant influence of the 
club had also caused Jaguar executives 
to become aware of the potential 
benefits of a close relationship 
between the Company and the Club. 
After initial approaches by Jaguar, 
a meeting was held at the Plaza 

Swallows to XK8s 
at a JCNA meet.
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Hotel in NYC between the two sets 
of officials on 16 December 1957.

The result of this and subsequent 
meetings was the formation of Jaguar 
Clubs of North America, Inc., which was 
incorporated on 16 January 1958. In a 
cooperative agreement, Jaguar Cars 
undertook the administration of the 
club and the publication of the Jaguar 
Journal, whilst leaving the policies and 
general activities of JCNA in the hands 
of the membership. An editorial in 
the Jaguar Journal at the time stated 
“We believe that the newly-formed 
sanctioning corporation, with its 
directors speaking as they will for every 
section of North America, will provide 
a framework within which affiliated 
Jaguar clubs, which will be completely 
autonomous, will have a very promising 
future. A new logo was presented at the 
time, which remains trademarked, as is 
the Jaguar Journal, although the logo 
leaper has changed directions leaping 
right to left instead of the opposite, to 
keep in line with the corporate logo.

JCNA continued to grow and in the 
1960s, regular annual general meetings 
were held, initially in New York, around 
the time of the NY auto show. In 1975, 
the AGM was held in Chicago and 
since that time the AGM has moved 
from host club to host club covering 
the continent, the most recent being 
in Vancouver a few months ago.

With a decline in the automotive 
market in the late 1980s and early 
1990s, as well as an edict from the 
parent company, Jaguar was no 
longer able to continue administrative 
support. A decision was made to 
sever the administrative support as 
well as production of the Jaguar 
Journal, though relations remained »

An XK120 
roadster pauses 
on a road run in 
San Francisco.

Slaloms seem to be a staple of the 
American Jaguar scene, a fine way 
to put your cat through its paces.

Alex Manos with his 
MkIV saloon, and 
a very Californian 

backdrop.
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cordial. Although a longer period of 
disengagement was planned, the status 
quo was effectively severed four months 
later. Effective 1 January 1992, JCNA 
was a separate entity, incorporated and 
operating  independently. Preparations 
had been underway and Bylaws and 
a basic administrative format had 
been established. Director positions 
were increased to two directors per 
region. Members of this steering 
committee became the first directors 
but elections soon followed. 

Since 1992, JCNA has continued  to 
flourish and grow. Today the more 
than 65 clubs participate in sanctioned 
concours, rallies and slalom events. 
Along with countless local events, the 
yearly calendar is extremely full.  The 
quality and effort of the JCNA concours 
programme has established that a 
car achieving JCNA North American 
champion status is the ‘gold medal’ of 
Jaguar restoration or preservation.

Members of JCNA are also treated 
to the Jaguar Journal, the world’s 
oldest magazine dedicated to the 
Jaguar marque. In its soon to be 64th 
year of continued production, it has 
just been inducted into the Sports 
Car Hall of Fame along with other 
awards earned over the years. The 
Jaguar Journal covers the full range 
of Jaguar clubs and ownership. One 
recent accomplishment of the Jaguar 
Journal is the digitization of 60 years 
of the publication in searchable 
format, for purchase at a discount to 
JCNA members but available to all. 
See - www.jcna.com/shop/items/60 

JCNA provides event insurance 
coverage, membership services, 
tool loans from the extensive 
collection of factory tools, a large 
bookstore, and many other services 
including a technical help line.

JCNA also operates a web 
site providing a platform for all 
affiliated clubs (www.JCNA.com) 
that also serves for the tabulation 
of yearly competitions.

As we prepare to celebrate our 
64th year and DIAMOND anniversary 
as Jaguar Clubs of North America 
we welcome Jaguar enthusiasts 
to join us in one or more events on 
the North American Continent. 

Of course our history would not 
be rich or perhaps never written if 
not for the thousands of volunteers 
over the decades that gave selflessly 
to the club and clubs. Unlike many 
other similar organizations JCNA 
is a volunteer organization. ■

An XK120 fhc mixes it with 
far younger siblings.

Several D-Types 
reside in the US. 

An XK 4.2-litre 
tank engine.

Amelia Island, Pebble Beach, Hilton Head and more, are all ‘local’ 
to JCNA clubs. This an OBL car at Amelia this spring.
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Tel. 0345 130 4662 or 01277 206285

8am-6pm weekdays 9am-1pm Saturdays

“lynbrook@ers.com”
Lynbrook Insurance is an Introducer Appointed Representative of ERS Syndicate Management Ltd which is

authorised and regulated by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

“INNOVATIVE INSURANCE FOR DISCERNING OWNERS”
Lynbrook policies* were developed to offer wide cover, with bespoke
servicing, and sensible pricing. Over 25 years improvements and additions
have been constantly developed to address the demmanding and
changing needs of our clients.

WEARE DIFFERENT -
• We are a 3rd generation family owned
business started 45 years ago
• We build, restore, service and compete in our
own vehicles
• As consumers ourselves we understand what
YOU need as compatriot enthusiasts
• Our policies were designed by us 25 years ago -
and have yet to be equalled
• We offer more than our competitors - but generally cchhaarrggee less **
• We do not operate Call Centres but like to talk to you -
via our UK based staff
• We offer all embracing cover - not stripped out policies to save a
few coppers
• We do NOT charge fees or have hidden charges
• We offer quality cover to discerning clients, but do not insure “just anyonne”
• If you are reading this, you cannot be ‘just anyone”
• We would love to hear from you - and would welcome your call. We want to get to know you,
and hopefully, you us.

WE TRYTO BEAT COMPARABLE QUOTATIONS THOUGH OUR
QUALITY IS INCOMPARABLE

* We offer insurance for Classic and Vintage cars and motorcycles, three wheelers and motorhomes
** We may offer (for instance) automatic inclusive Agreed Value cover up to £7500 with no paperwork involved or
extra cost - just some photos e-mailed to us.

WHETHER
YOUR XK
IS A RACER:

DAILY DRIVER

OR A SHOW CAR

We can help you build & maintain it!
MANUFACTURING AND TRADING IN XK PARTS SINCE 1969

Unit 4a Binns Close, Torrington Avenue, Coventry, West Midlands UK, CV4 9TB
TEL: 44(0)24 7647 1217 FAX: 44(0)24 7642 1123 www.covauto.com sales@covauto.com

Award-winning Jaguar trained technician with more than 45-years experience.

This is some of the work carried out to the XJ-S shown
• Custom made interior
• Anti-chip clear film to protect from stone chips
• Uprated suspension & brakes using anti-stick brake calipers
• Fuel injectors tested and overhauled. (Can be done by post)
• Unleaded flexible fuel pipes, (again, can be done by post).
• Rubber pipes fitted to old cars don’t like unleaded fuel!.
• General engine work
• Dinitrol underbody protection
• Leaking hood rams overhauled
• C-tek battery management system
supplied & fitted

Project cars for sales:
Two XJ-S’s.
XJ40 with manual gearbox.
Also, hard top in blue for XJC.
NO VAT ON LABOUR.

SPECIALIST AUTOMOBILE SERVICES
Unit 9, Washington Steet, Netherton, Dudley. DY2 9PH.

TEL: 01384 413555 MOBILE: 07870 800319

anti-stick brake calipers
(Can be done by post)

can be done by post).
like unleaded fuel!.

If you would like your car looked after by a time-served Jaguar Technician who believes in good old fashioned
customer service, please contact me on the numbers below:

JAGUAR
DAIMLER

CLASSIC
MODERN

IMPROVED PARTS DEPARTMENT.
PLEASE RING FOR YOUR

REQUIREMENTS.
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CLAUDE BAILY
We look at the unsung hero of Jaguar engineering who 

had a hand in many of the company’s fi nest products and 
dedicated most of his career to the idea of a Jaguar V12.

planners and other experts on a global 
basis. Tens of thousands of people and 
millions of hours go into the product 
that gets unveiled at a motor show and 
everyone has their own clearly defined 
role, whether it is overseeing one general 
aspect of the design or working out 
exactly how one plastic widget attaches 
to a particular metal armature. 

In the classic days of Jaguar it was 
very different. The company founder 
and chairman, Sir William Lyons, still 
had a hand in personally dictating 
the direction of his firm, and even the 
styling of its cars. Below him was an 
incredibly loose structure, consisting 
largely of a trio of engineers who, while 
they had different job titles, pitched 
in to design Jaguars on an almost 
perfectly collaborative basis. And 
one of these men was Claude Baily, 
who held the title of Chief Designer 
at Jaguar Cars between 1948 and his 
retirement in 1967. But that job title 
does not do justice to his contribution 
or the wide range of project he 
worked on both at Brown’s Lane and 
before he joined the company.

THE ANZANI YEARS
Claude Walter Lionel Baily was born 
on 21 September 1902 in the London 
suburb of Twickenham. His family 
roots were almost perfect for a future 
‘Jaguar man’ - his father had been a 
coachbuilder who had successfully run 
his own firm and he was a grandson 
of Walter Payton, a civil engineer who 
had pioneered the design of pneumatic 
tools and mining machinery. After his 
standard education, he attended the 
London Polytechnic Institute on Regents 
Street where he studied mechanical 
engineering. He was fortunately of an 

W O R D S :  J A C K  G R O V E R   P I C S :  J D H T  A N D  J A G U A R

J A G U A R  M E N

it builds cars at Solihull, that sort of 
thing – but in the way the company 
runs. But that’s more a sign of how cars 
and the industry that builds them has 
changed in the past 50 years. Now cars 
are created not so much by committee 
but by armies of engineers, designers, 
stylists, programmers, production 

While the current Jaguar 
range still has many of the 
same personality traits 
as the classic models 

that made the marque famous in past 
decades, the company that designed 
them is totally different. Not only in the 
big factors – it’s now Indian-owned, 

Claude Baily: Jaguar's 
quiet engineering genius.
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age where he just missed out being 
conscripted during the First World War 
and in 1918, he was apprenticed to the 
British Anzani Engine Company, the 
British arm of the firm founded by Italian 
Alessandro Anzani which had provided 
the engine which powered Louis Blériot 
across The Channel in 1909. Anzani 
engines were widely used in racing 
motorcycles, performing well on the 
gruelling Isle of Man TT course and were 
also used on water in racing powerboats. 

Up to this point Anzani aero-
engines had mostly been derived from 
motorcycle units, with unusual three-
cylinder lay-outs in ‘W’ or ‘Y’ form. 
Moves to more conventional radial 
engines with five or six-cylinders had 
been made during the early years of 
the War but the engines struggled to 
be adopted against the more powerful 
and reliable rotary-type engines being 
perfected by Gnome-Rhone and 
Bentley. But the rotary had reached 
the limit of its development, re-stirring 
interest in the radial engine and Anzani 
had designed a series of large, powerful 
engines with ten, 14 and a monster 20 
cylinders. The latter version especially 
was proving troublesome to develop 
reliable power and much of Baily’s time 
during his apprenticeship was spent 
applying what he learned in abstract 
about engine design to assisting the 
engineers iron out the problems. 

Although they provided the young 
Claude Baily with plenty of experience 
at the sharp end of engine work, the 
new engines failed as a business venture 
and British Anzani decided to focus on 
supplying small engines to the booming 
cyclecar and light racing car industries. 
Baily was involved with the design of a 
1496cc side-valve four-cylinder engine 
which was supplied to AC Cars (that firm 
would later rework the engine into its 
own two-litre form) and Frazer-Nash. A 
water-cooled Anzani V-twin was one of 
the options for powering Morgan three-
wheelers in this period and Baily helped 
in the design of the twin-cam cylinder 
head for the 1496cc engine which was 
later used in the short-lived Squire car. 

MORRIS ENGINES
When Alessandro Anzani himself 
turned 50 in 1927 he decided to retire 
from active business and sold all his 
holdings around Europe. British Anzani 
became part of the Coventry Ordnance 
Works and while engine manufacturing 
continued, the design and engineering 
team was dispersed, ending Claude 

Baily’s nine-year career at the firm. 
After an interlude of unemployment, he 
joined Morris Engines in Coventry. By 
the time Baily joined as a draughtsman 
(the role then carrying much more of 
a design responsibility than the term 
implies today) the Coventry works was 
building engines for Morris cars and 
commercial vehicles, the MG sports 
car range and a completely separate 
range of motors inherited from the 
purchased Wolseley company, some of 
which were of a very advanced design. 

In his first years at Morris, Baily 
earned a great deal of respect for his 
ability to design in changes or updates 
to the existing engine designs to 
suit them for different roles, such as 
racing, export or commercial use, with 
minimal disruption to the production 
chain and an intuitive understanding 
of what parts needed to be uprated 
or changed. In 1931, Baily was made 
chief draughtsman at Morris Engines, 
essentially putting him in charge of 
development, and in 1936 he was 
elevated to the post of Assistant Chief 
Designer with day-to-day responsibility 
for engine design work under his boss, 
Arthur Pendrell, whose health was in 

decline. His first job was improving the 
newly-launched but underwhelming 
Morris M Series engine. This 1292cc 
four-cylinder engine had been intended 
to put Morris in a commanding position 
by introducing overhead valves to the 
British mass market, but it was little 
more than a conversion of the existing 
side-valve unit dating back to the 
early 1920s and offered indifferent 
performance and a weak bottom end.

Baily set to work to sort out the 
defects. He shortened the engine’s 
stroke to 90mm (shared with two 
existing Morris sidevalve engines, 
allowing some of the machining to take 
place on the same production lines), to 
improve its response and reduce stress 
on the bottom end, specified a forged 
and fully counterbalanced crankshaft, 
redesigned the casting of the block 
to provide better support to the main 
bearings and oversaw the design of 
a completely new eight-port cylinder 
head with vastly better ‘breathing’ 
characteristics courtesy of valves 
angled towards their ports to prevent 
restriction. This smaller 1104cc engine 
vastly outperformed its predecessor and 
was deemed sufficiently different to be »

Heynes, Hassan, Baily and 
Mundy - a formidable team.
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to a new class record of over 139mph, 
producing a terrific 210bhp at 7000rpm. 

SOUGHT BY SS
But long before this, Baily had moved 
on from Morris. His striking success in 
turning the flawed and strangulated M 
Series into the world-beating X Series 
had caught the attention of William 
Heynes, the Chief Engineer of SS Cars, 
also based in Coventry. The former 
sidecar maker had launched a trio of 
sports cars with one-, two- and 2.5-
litre engines, based on chassis and 
drivetrains supplied by Standard. These 

sidevalve engines had been tuned but 
performance fell short of that promised 
by the car’s striking low-slung looks. 
Wanting to make more fundamental 
changes to the Standard engines 
he was buying, Lyons had recruited 
Heynes from Hillman to head up further 
development. Heynes had recruited 
renowned cylinder head expert Harry 
Weslake as a consultant and together 
they had designed a new free-flow 
overhead valve cylinder head which 
would fit on the Standard block. Heynes 
and Weslake then increased the 2.5-
litre Standard engine’s bore size to 
make it a 3.5-litre unit for the famous 
SS100 sports model launched in 1938. 

Heynes was convinced that buying-
in Standard engines and modifying 
them was not only expensive, but was 
restricting the ultimate performance 
of the cars, especially as Lyons wanted 
his models to offer the most modern 
engineering possible at a reasonable 
price. He argued that for the money 
SS was spending in buying Standard 
engines and modifying them it could 
make its own, superior engine itself. 
The company founder was wary of 
the expense, and this big step which 
would set the firm on the road being 
a fully-fledged manufacturer, but was 
ultimately convinced. Heynes had then 
scoured the car industry for engine 
development specialists. As well as 
retaining the services of Weslake he 

a brand new engine, the X Series. The 
new Morris Ten entered production in 
1939, with the free-revving, smooth and 
efficient ‘XPJM’ engine being enough of 
a revelation to win the praise of press 
and owners alike. The X Series engine 
marked a major milestone in the design 
of British family cars, being one of the 
first recognisably modern engines of 
its type; as well as overhead valves it 
popularised a pressurised pump-driven 
water system, a replaceable oil filter 
element and an automatic hydraulic 
tensioner for the timing chain. This last 
feature, coupled to Baily’s introduction 
of fibre-toothed drive sprockets for the 
chain and distributor made the X Series 
famous for its quiet knock-free running, 
even if it is regarded as distinctly 
tappety unit by today’s standards! 

Baily’s new engine was to achieve its 
real fame once he completed his work 
by adapting it for MG. With a wider 
bore (bringing capacity up to 1250cc), 
further crankcase stiffening, stronger 
connecting rods and redesigned big end 
bearings, lighter pistons and a cylinder 
head with bigger valves and ports the 
engine became the famous ‘XPAG’ and 
was fitted to the TB Midget in 1938. The 
basic design of the Midget was already 
a decade old but the XPAG, coupled 
to a new remote-shift gearbox, gave 
what was already one of the world’s 
most popular sports cars a real shot 
in the arm and greatly improved both 
performance and driving enjoyment. The 
XPAG would also power the popular MG 
Y-type sports saloon and, as the XPAW, 
the Wolseley 4/44 saloon. Racing-tuned 
versions of the XPAG could deliver well 
over 120bhp with supercharging and 
in 1951, a tuned XPAG powered MG’s 
EX135 streamlined land speed record car 

Baily (second right) inspects 
a stripped-down test engine.

Baily was chief engineer by 
the time of the D-Type.
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had found ex-Bentley race engineer and 
renowned engine tuner Walter Hassan 
and, from Cowley, the designer of the 
excellent little XPAG engine, Claude Baily. 

Baily went to SS Cars in late 1939 and 
in early 1940 was formally made Chief 
of Engine Development. Due to the 
coming of the Second World War there 
was little chance for him to actually 
start on the work he had been hired 
to do: SS’s factory in Coventry was 
turned over to making sub-sections of 
aircraft. Claude Baily remained at SS 
and assisted with these projects, as 
well as a series of experimental designs 
for lightweight all-terrain buggies 
similar to modern quad-bikes, designed 
to replace military motorcycles and 
provide air-portable transport. None of 
these progressed past the prototype 
stage and the arrival of the American-
made Jeep made them superfluous. 

THE XK DEVELOPS
Famously Bailey, Heynes and Lyons 
shared firewatch shifts at the factory 
and passed the long evening discussing 
the brand new in-house engine that 
they would make when peace returned. 
These productive chatting and sketching 
sessions meant that in 1945, when 
Hassan returned from Bristol, they 
could get straight down to work with 
the design already in a fairly advanced 
stage. And here was when the uniquely 
collaborative nature of the upper 
reaches of the company, now renamed 
Jaguar Cars, came to the fore. Lyons 
was chairman but played an active role 
in styling and engineering. Heynes was 

ultimately responsible for everything 
Jaguar made and guided the general 
principles and direction. Baily had to 
come up with a design to fit that brief 
and Hassan was to take charge of the 
detail work and, literally, the fine tuning. 
William Lyons, with his honed aesthetic 
eye, dictated the attractive polished 
cam covers and enamelled exhaust 
manifold that gave the new engine the 
glamour to match its engineering. 

It is Hassan who, rightly, takes the 
bulk of the credit for what became 
the superb XK6 engine, launched in 
1948 under the shapely bonnet of the 
Jaguar XK120. It was he that convinced 
a sceptical Heynes to approve the use 
of twin overhead camshafts. But in turn 
he had been convinced by Baily who, 
inspired by his experiences at Anzani 
on the Squire engine, had had the same 
idea and towards the War’s end had built 
a 150cc single-cylinder prototype engine 
to demonstrate the advantages of the 
hemispherical combustion chamber 
(achieved by using slanted valves, as 
on the Morris X Series) and how such 
a lay-out could be put into practice. 

With the development of the XK6 
and the XK120 complete by the end 
of 1948, Baily’s role as Chief of Engine 
Development was superfluous. While 
Walter Hassan moved on to a fruitful 

spell at Coventry Climax, Baily remained 
at Jaguar and was elevated to Chief 
Designer, charged with bringing to 
life of the ideas stemming from the 
fertile collaboration of Heynes and 
Lyons. Engines remained his speciality, 
and he worked closely with then 
service manager ‘Lofty’ England and 
aerodynamicist Malcolm Sayer on the 
racing models of the XK series and then 
the C- and D-type specials making a 
largely behind-the-scenes, but none 
the less vital, contribution to Jaguar’s 
string of victories at Le Mans in the 
1950s. Outside the engine realm, he also 
assisted chassis engineer Bob Knight in 
developing the famous independent rear 
suspension system and adopting the all-
wheel disc brakes that were to be one of 
Jaguar’s most vaunted features in the 
1960s. The wide scope of Baily’s work at 
Jaguar perfectly encapsulates the loose, 
undefined nature of the engineering 
department at this time, allowing 
the staff to pool their considerable 
talents and collaborate to produce 
exceptional products with what were, by 
industry standards, limited resources. 

THE V12 STORY BEGINS
But it was engines that Claude Baily 
dedicated most of his efforts to and »

“The wide scope of Baily’s work 
at Jaguar perfectly encapsulates 

the loose, undefi ned nature of the 
engineering department at this time”

From MkVI to D-Type, all 
contained Baily's magic.
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where he excelled. As early as 1954 he 
had recognised that the XK6 engine had 
limitations in top-rank racing, mainly due 
to its under-square cylinder dimensions 
which were a lingering legacy of the pre-
war ‘horsepower tax’ which penalised 
large-bore engines. This limited the 
piston speeds that could be tolerated 
and thus the high-revs power the 
engine could develop. Baily conceived 
a V12 version of the engine, built from 
two 2.4-litre XK6s joined on a common 
crankshaft at a 60 degree angle to 
create a quad-cam, 24-valve 4966cc 
engine (fitting neatly under the five-litre 
Le Mans limit). However the decision 
to withdraw the Jaguar works teams 
from international racing led to the 
engine never leaving the drawing board, 
although some of Baily’s efforts did find 
their way into the all-aluminium versions 
of the XK6 built for the Lightweight 
and Low Drag models of the E-type. 

It wasn’t until a decade later, 
when Jaguar began to reconsider a 
return to Le Mans, that Baily’s V12 
idea was dusted off. When Jaguar 
acquired Coventry Climax in 1963 
the purchase brought Wally Hassan, 
now joined by Harry Mundy (of Lotus 
Twin Cam fame), back into the fold. 
The old Heynes/Hassan/Baily trio was 
reformed, although now with Wally 
being very much the ‘ideas man’ and 
Baily responsible for turning them into 
practical reality. Much of Baily’s earlier 
work was retained and the prototype 
V12 emerged with a custom-made 
alloy block with over-square cylinders 
and capacity pushed up to 4994cc, 
although the 60-degree bank angle 
and the cylinder heads with the basic 

and which was supposed to introduce 
new standards of refinement and 
comfort. Much of his time was spent 
with Bob Knight tracing sources of 
noise and vibration and implementing 
changes to the drivetrain, exhaust runs 
and component mountings to eliminate 
them. On top of this he continued to 
collaborate with Hassan on the new 
engine, which was now aiming to be 
a versatile modular unit that could be 
produced in 12- and eight-cylinder form 
and with single cam ‘flat’ cylinder heads 
for saloon cars and twin cam ‘hemi’ 
heads for sports and racing purposes, 
as well as with carbs or electronic fuel 
injection. The V8, of 3.5-litre capacity 
would be used in a proposed smaller 
range-mate to the big new saloon, thus 
providing Jaguar with a competitor to 
the Rover P6 3500 and Triumph 2500. 

THE END FOR SO MANY
Then, in January 1968, Jaguar came into 
the British Leyland combine, making 
it awkward bedfellows with Rover and 
Triumph, and killing off any plans for a 
smaller Jaguar. The launch of the XJ6 
went ahead, and was a proud one for 
Jaguar, but it was also very poignant, 
for when the development project was 
closed, so were many long and illustrious 
careers. Bill Heynes retired in July 1969 
while Sir William Lyons himself had 
withdrawn from day-to-day business 
with Jaguar just before the Leyland 
takeover, although he was still able to 
influence the XJ6’s styling. With the XJ6 
in production and Walter Hassan (who 
would himself retire in 1972) overseeing 
final development of the V12 engine in 
its SOHC ‘flat head’ form, Claude Baily 
took retirement in 1970 at the age of 
68. He had worked for Jaguar for over 
30 years. Although always a somewhat 
behind-the-scenes figure, tasked with 
implementing and finessing the ideas 
of others, he had given his formidable 
talents to virtually all of the firm’s post-
war products and played a significant 
part in Jaguar’s essentially unbroken 
string of successes from the XK120 
to the XJ12. He passed away in 1988, 
just weeks after the XJR-9 racing car, 
powered by the V12 engine, won at 
Le Mans, bringing glory to the idea he 
had conceived way back in 1954. ■

XK architecture remained. It also had 
cast iron cylinder liners pressed into 
the block, gear-driven camshafts, 
twin distributors (another legacy of 
Baily’s ‘double XK’ idea) and a dry 
sump lubrication system. Installed 
transversely in the mid-engined XJ13 
prototype racer and fuelled by Lucas 
mechanical injection, the quad-cam 
V12 produced 509bhp at 7600rpm. 
Unfortunately, Jaguar management had 
never fully prioritised the XJ13 project. 
The car did not turn a wheel until 1966, 
by which time the Le Mans rules had 
changed, requiring a large number of 
homologation cars to be built. While 
a superb racing engine, the V12 as it 
stood would also need a significant 
redesign for use in road cars. Baily had 
overseen the construction of three road-
going prototypes with around 300bhp, 
fuelled by six SU carburettors and 
installed in Mark X saloons for testing; 
but the engine’s width filled even the 
vast engine bay of the Mark X (the 
widest car on sale in Britain) and was 
too peaky and costly for production. 

It was Hassan who drove the project 
forward, gradually transforming Baily’s 
engine into one that carried over his 
own practices and shared much with 
the family of racing engines he had 
designed at Coventry Climax. Baily was 
now closely involved with development 
of the new saloon car which would 
replace all of Jaguar’s existing models 

“...implementing and fi nessing the ideas of 
others, he had given his formidable talents to 
virtually all of the fi rm’s post-war products”

Baily influenced the twin-cam decision of the XK engine, essential 
for powering the MkVII on track and rally stage.
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SPECIALIST VISIT 
TWYFORD MOORS

W O R D S :  I A N  S E A B R O O K   P I C S :  M A T T  R I C H A R D S O N  A N D  I A N  S E A B R O O K

We enjoy a visit to this noted specialist, which focusses 
on the XK models from servicing to full-blown 

restorations, with or without upgrades.

recall, wasn’t a display unit, but merely 
here for storage while the body is 
refurbished. That said, it makes a 
very interesting piece nonetheless, 
in particular as it is a 150S. General 
Manager Ian Mills tells us, “We do need 
larger premises, and the search is on. 
We currently have eleven employees 
and are actively looking for a new 
trainee. The only restriction is space.”

TWYFORD MOORS

We featured one of Twyford 
Moors’ restorations in the 
second issue of Classic 
Jaguar in 2016, and it left 

me itching for a visit to the company. 
Finally, I was able to visit earlier this 
year, and wasn’t left disappointed.

You’ll find Twyford Moors in the 
pretty village of Clanfield in Hampshire. 
The company has been at the same 

location for some 17 years now, and the 
building has a characterful air. There’s 
a showroom to catch the eye, which 
is clearly a somewhat older building, 
but in fact seems far younger than 
the buildings that lie behind – this is 
where the real magic takes place.

In the showroom at the time of our 
visit were several XKs, plus a rolling 
chassis. This chassis, an XK150 as I 

M E E T  T H E  S P E C I A L I S T S
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The history of Twyford Moors 
goes back to the late 1980s, with the 
business started by Charles Fripp. 
Charles spotted that interest in the 
XKs was growing at this time. The 
business quickly becoming established 
as a player in XK restoration and 
improvement. That included full 
race preparation, with Twyford 
Moors building many XK race cars 
for the JEC racing series. Amongst 
those was an XK150 fhc race car 
prepared for the Goodwood Revival 
and was then sold to Nik Rochez.

By 2004, Charles was looking to 
retire while at the same time, Nik was 
looking for support for his XK150 race 
car. “I needed mechanics at the race 
track, and the best way to get that 
support was buy the company! I initially 
thought it’d be something of a hobby, 
something to retire into, but I soon 
realised the potential existed to grow 
Twyford Moors into a market leader. 
By now we have completed some 160 
ground-up XK restorations with each 
taking some two years to complete.”

At the time of my visit, there were a 
dozen or so cars going through a full 
refurb, with anywhere between 20 
and 30 cars on site in total, and up to 
another 20 in secure storage off-site. 
While the company does now cover the 

classic saloons and E-Types, XKs still 
make up the majority of the work, with 
cars coming from all over the world 
for attention. It isn’t just restoration 
work, with upgrades now a key part 
of the business too. An XK150 was 
in to have seatbelts fitted, while an 
XK140 was undergoing a five-speed 
gearbox conversion, with Twyford 
Moors preferring the Tremec T5 unit. 

Meanwhile, another XK was having 
power assisted steering installed.

OTHER UPGRADES
Twyford Moors also carries out many 
brake upgrades, with front discs being 
a common change. Twyford Moors 
prefers this front-only conversion, 
as it retains a stronger parking brake »

Seabrook quizzes Marc 
Gould about seatbelts.

Belgian XK150 nearing the end 
of a restoration. XK140 in a 

customer-requested shade.
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with rear drums and, allied to a better 
servo, offers plenty of stopping power. 
After all, once the initial excitement 
of disc brakes had died down back 
in the day, disc/drum became the 
standard for several decades.

Nik’s son Harry joined the business 
almost eleven years ago, rising from 
Saturday boy to electrical engineer, 
though with a break to gain at 
experience at other companies before 
returning in 2011. The XK140 we drove 
last year benefitted from several of 
the electrical upgrades, including an 
alternator conversion, more powerful 
windscreen wiper motor, electric 
power steering and improvements 
to lighting, inside and out. Twyford 
Moors is always keen to keep such 
modifications discreet – the extra 
fuse box to control this equipment is 
hidden inside the old regulator cover.

The mindset running through the 
business is very much that these 
cars should be used, hence the 
possible upgrades designed to boost 

XKs packed into Twyford 
Moors' showroom.

John Maspero checks 
his To Do list.
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reliability and ease-of-use in modern 
conditions. One of the cars we saw is 
used extensively in historic rallying, 
while others are merely enjoyed on 
the road. Nik certainly likes to see 
his cars used, with Harry and Ian 
recently completing the first part 
of the Round Britain Coastal Drive, 
organised by Philip Porter. “Sadly, 
I didn’t have enough holiday to do 
the entire event,” says Harry.

EXPERIENCE COUNTS
Meeting the team that works on 
the cars, it’s certainly apparent 
that there is a lot of experience 
here, with many having stayed with 
the company for multiple years.

The work is carried out in an 
elderly brick and steel structure 
behind the showroom, which feels 
delightfully aged, but is also somewhat 
haphazard in layout. With XKs and 
a Mk1 filling the bays, it really does 
feel like a step back in time, with the »

XK engines, freshly 
rebuilt, await their bays.

This XK is being rebuilt 
after fire damage.

Twyford Moors works 
with British Classic 
Car Parts on brakes.

The fire damaged 
shell is slightly better 
from the rear.

As we often see, cars 
are reassembled to 

check fit prior to paint.
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building very much suiting the age 
of the cars. On the other hand, I can 
certainly see why there’s a desire 
to find more spacious premises. 

In terms of work carried out on 
site, most mechanical work bar 
machining is done here, and some 
of the bodywork too. Ian explains, 
“We often end up having to replace 
larger body sections on the XKs, 
buying in new sections from Leaping 
Cat. These will be fitted and finished 
here, with paintwork done off-site.”

Out in one of the outbuildings was 
a truly remarkable ‘barn find’ XK150 

CONTACT
Twford Moors
023 9257 0900
www.jagxk.com

drophead. Ian Mills was very happy for 
us to pull the car out for photos, and 
I’m glad of that. As you can see from 
Matt’s photos, it’s a truly remarkable 
vehicle, currently waiting for the 
right owner to take on its restoration. 
Twyford Moors is ready to start work 
once someone signs on the dotted 
line. Of course, as fabulous as this car 
looks now, it’s entirely unusable, so its 
final form will be very different. How 
nice it is to be able to see the car in this 
pre-restored state though, entirely ‘as 
found.’ Hopefully one day, we can see 
it at the other end of the restoration.

At the time of our visit, only five cars 
were for sale, with the vast majority 
being customer cars undergoing 
work. It’s still very unusual to see 
quite so many XKs in one place, and a 
true indicator of just how much work 
passes through the workshop. I’m glad 
I got to see behind the scenes. ■

“...these cars should be used, hence the possible upgrades designed 
to boost reliability and ease-of-use in modern conditions”

Chassis-up rebuilds take 
around two years each.

A work of art already, but 
awaiting better days. The beauty of cogs.
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HISTORY
THE SS YEARS

W O R D S  A N D  P I C S :  I A N  C O O L I N G

Continuing his series, Ian Cooling looks at the history 
of SS Cars, via the medium of automobilia.

THE SS YEARS
itself in a different set of markets.

This is especially the case for the 
sales brochures. William Lyons was very 
keenly aware of the power of good 
marketing and advertising. In 1934 
he had recruited Ernest “Bill” Rankin 
to the company. Bill was famed for 
having created the Watney’s Red Barrel 
campaign and was therefore exactly 
the sort of professional needed for the 
growing company. This appointment 
was another example of William Lyons’ 
superb ability to surround himself with 
some of the best in the business. 

As the decade progressed, Bill’s 
eye became evident, especially in the 

Below: These are the first three folders produced for SS cars. The 
top two are the 1931 folders for the launch of the SS1 and SS1 and 
the green one on the left is the 1933 folder, which also features 
the SS1 and SS2. The latter is huge and unfolds to a 
size close to today’s A2 sheets of paper.

In this feature, we will be spanning 
the period from the launch of the 
SS1 and SS2 in 1931 through to 
1940, when the darkening clouds 

of war forced the SS Cars factory to 
switch to military production. This is 
the era when Lyons’ company made 
the successful transition from building 
Swallow bodies onto the chassis and 
mechanicals of other companies to being 
a fully-fledged car manufacturer in its 
own right. The range of automobilia 
available increased exponentially 
over this decade and also shifted 
upwards in terms of both quantity and 
quality, as the company repositioned 

upward shift in the quality of the sales 
material. Brochures went from simple 
folders to very high-grade offerings 
using thick card covers, glossy coated 
papers and well-known motoring 
artists. Some brochures had luxurious 
cord bindings rather than staples, 
which stood fair comparison with 
those from the likes of Rolls-Royce.

This decade also saw the milestone 
moment when the company launched 
its Jaguar range of cars in 1935. In 1945 
and in the wake of World War II, this 
name was adopted as the name of the 
company. Interestingly, I know that 
SS Cars actually registered the name »
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Right: Shown here are two of the last 
brochures produced before the Jaguar range 
of cars was introduced. The lower 
brochure is dated 1934 and 
includes the superb 
artwork of an 
SS1 tourer 
tanking up a 
mountain pass 
by Frederick 
Gordon Crosby, 
whose name is 
eternally linked to 
the Jaguar mascot, 
which he designed. 
The top one is the 
1935 cord-bound 
brochure that featured 
a superb silver and 
black art deco design 
theme. It featured the 
full SS1 and SS 2 ranges 
including the SS1 Airline 
and the two-seater tourers. 

Left: These brochures span the period 1935 
to 1937. This is a key period in the company’s 
evolution as 1935 saw the launch of the Jaguar 
range of cars. The cord-bound brochure 
at top left was the 1936 brochure for the 
range. The beige brochure on the right with 
the wings logo was the mailer for casual 
enquirers. Interestingly, the blue winged 
brochure in the centre offers the car in chassis 
form. The small leaflet lower left, is the 1935 
flier that included the SS1 Airline and the 
Tourer. The large brochure open at the foot 
is the 1937 brochure. The superb artwork 
is by Harold Connolly, who is best known 
for his pre-war brochure work for MG. His 
commissions for the 1935 and 1937 brochures 
were the only ones he secured from SS Cars.

Right: The top brochure here is an 
inside photo of the 1935 brochure 
that launched the Jaguar range. 
Again, Harold Connolly’s 
fine artwork is on display. 
The lower image is from 
the 1937 brochure and 
the superb artwork of a 
hungry Jaguar heading 
off to the right in search of 
lunch is the first time that 
the feline appeared in the 
company’s sales literature. 
Sadly, the artist's name is not 
recorded. Another first for this 
brochure is the appearance on 
the cover of the slogan “Celeriter 
et Silentio” (Swift and Silent). This 
obviously did not find long-time 
favour as it did not appear again.
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“Jaguar Cars Limited” on 26 October 
1935. Doubtless a pre-emptive move 
to deny the name to others, but this 
also made the launch of the new name 
for the company much smoother.

Given the range and quality 
available, I have aimed to show 
examples of the main collecting 
themes, but I have also slotted in 
some real rarities too as you will 
seldom see them elsewhere. For 
this reason, I have also included a 
painting from the Jaguar Heritage 
collection, which is not likely to be 
coming to the market any time 
soon. This hints at the riches which 
lie in that collection, many of them 
unique and which are so seldom on 
display due to space restriction. 

Please note that dates for the 
brochures are the dates shown in the 
brochures. However, brochures for a 
given model year tended to appear 
in the autumn of the previous year, 
when the cars themselves were shown 

Above: Quite an unusual set of SS Cars 
“Instruction Books” spanning the three 
years from 1933 to 1935. These are quite 
rare individually and seen only very 
seldomly as a set. From 1936 (1937 on 
the cover) a new design was adopted 
that ran through until the 1950s.

Left: An unusual selection of sales 
literature. On the left is a brochure with 
the simple title “Opinions”. This is a 
selection of quotes from the celebrities 
of the time praising the Jaguar range of 
cars. The central brochure is the mailer for 
1939, showing the full Jaguar range and 
the Folder on the right, also for 1939 has a 
reprint of an editorial article on the Jaguar 
range from Motor (favourable, of course!). 
This is, incidentally, the first use of these 
reprints by the company. They became a 
major theme in sales material across the 
whole of the motor industry after the War.

Right: These two black-covered 
brochures show the design theme that was common 
across the three years 1938/39/40 and which 
are the pre-war brochures seen most often in the 
market. Externally, the 1938 brochure was the only 
one that had a silver frame to the word “Jaguar” on 
the cover; the others had a gold frame. Internally, 
the images and layout were the same, with slight 
tweaks to update the text. The 1940 edition was 
actually the 1939 edition with a four-page insert 
“Improvements for 1940” bound in. I show the 
pages for the SS100 and these are the ones to 
check whenever you are thinking of buying these 
brochures. The artwork showing the car is often 
missing and hanging on someone’s study wall!

at the annual round of motor shows. 
Thus, the brochures and leaflets for 
the 1936/37 Jaguar range are dated 
1936 but, like the cars, they first 
appeared in the autumn of 1935. ■

As always, if you have any queries on anything in this article or 
Jaguar/SS automobilia more widely, please do not hesitate to contact 
me. My e-mail address is – ian.cooling@invictanet.co.uk
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Left: A final rarity from SS Cars literature, 
this is the envelope and complete contents 
of the new owners’ pack for 1938. This is the 
only complete pre-war pack I have every seen 
in nearly 40 years as a Jaguar automobilia 
collector, dealer, auctioneer and writer. Not 
easy to see at this size, but even the silver SS 
cars tie pin is included in its own little box.

Above: Moving on to the hardware now, 
this rather splendid showroom sign was 
almost certainly private enterprise by an SS 
Cars dealer. Based loosely on the ‘sunburst’ 
design on the cover of the 31 January 1935 
issue of Motor, it is oak-framed in the shape 
of the SS Cars hexagon logo with a glass 
panel front and back and a single bulb inside. 
I gather that five or six were found in the 
attic of a former dealership sometime in the 
1970s. I know that SS car collector Robert 
Danny had at least two at one stage.

Above: This is the first of the rarities I touched on in my 
introduction. The Netherlands and Switzerland were the first 
two European countries that Swallow and SS Cars exported 
to in any quantity. Van Heel and Co in Arnhem were one of 
the first overseas agents to be appointed and this four-
page flier is a spot of local enterprise. Back home, SS Cars 
was quite keen that its two brands – SS Cars and Swallow 
– should have separate sales material. This is the only sales 
item I have seen that includes both names in this way.

Below: This is another exceptionally rare item. 
Curiously, the SS100 never had sales material of its 
own, always appearing in brochures for the whole 
of the Jaguar range. However, this simple four-page 
folder was used for the much-rarer SS90. I have only 
ever seen three of these attractive art deco folders 
and one of those was in the then JDHT collection.
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These badges are two of the ‘must haves’ for any collector of SS Cars automobilia. The 
one on the left is the rare “Founder” badge and the one on the right is the more common 
member’s badge. I have never been able to pin down even an estimate of the numbers of 
each produced. However, I see two or three of the members badges each year, but if I see 
more than one Founder badge every four or five years, I feel flooded out. Collectors should 
beware of genuine member’s badges that have had a later “Founder” plaque added to 
create a phoney combination worth three times as much as the original member’s badge.

This sterling silver paper knife is one of a 
wide range of silver items produced for 
the company in the 1930s. They were used 
as presentation items for dealers, special 
customers and VIPs. This one is engraved to 
“Robert Braid”, who I have never been able 
to identify. Amusingly, the first one I ever 
saw was in an antique shop in Brighton in the 
1960s. It was in the window and described 
as a “Nazi SS dagger”. In the years after 
the war there were rather more of them 
around than SS Cars paper-knives so the 
price was quite reasonable. Frustratingly, 
it was still beyond the Cooling pocket!

In my introduction I mentioned some of the treasures within the Jaguar Heritage collection 
and this is one. As I have said above, Frederick Gordon Crosby’s name is eternally linked 
to the Jaguar marque by his design of the iconic mascot. However, he was an extremely 
well-known artist in the pre-war years working across a range of media. As well as being 
Autocar’s lead in-house artist, he was also a sculptor and in addition to the Jaguar mascot, 
also designed the Bentley “Flying B”. This painting is an excellent example of his fine ability 
to convey the dash and drama of fast driving. The externally-mounted spare identifies this 
SS saloon pressing on over an unmade track in the foothills of the Alps as the 1936 model.

A very impressive set of silverware to 
close. As SS Cars established their position 
in the industry, its products and related 
sales material were steadily upgraded year 
on year. Rolls-Royce had sterling silver 
presentation sets and so did SS Cars! This 
fine trio were all engraved to H G (Bert) 
Henly, founder of the eponymous North 
London dealership. His order for 500 Austin 
Swallows in 1927 was a defining moment for 
the company. A set like this, all linked to such 
a key name in the company’s history, would 
fetch £4000 or more in today’s market.
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UK’s Highest Capacity 2O Litre Rent Free Cylinderer

3OO
BAR

FREE CUTTING & WELDING GUIDES WHEN YOU CALL O8OO 433 4331
JUST QUOTE “CM17” : FIND YOUR NEAREST AGENT ONLINE

www.hobbyweld.co.uk

Of the sixty sizes we produce
the following are ideal for
Jaguars:

550x18 3 stud pattern £139
550x18 A6C pattern £185
185VR16 £169 (XK 120/140/150, Mk5, Mk7, Mk9)

185VR15 £139 (E Type S1 S2 Mk2 S type)

205/70VR15 £149 (S3 V12, XJ6, XJ12, XJS)

205VR14 £199 (Mk10, 420G)
++SPECIAL OFFER £100++

600L16 £170 (C and D type )

650L16 £170 (D Type, Mk5,Mk7, Mk9)

Did you know Blockley
also make the best
radials for your
classic?
A full range of high quality V rated
tyres suitable for Jaguars. Try
them and see the improvement.
And note the realistic pricing!

Please phone us or visit
our website for all your tyre
requirements.

www.blockleytyre.com info@blockleytyre.com Tel: 01386 701717
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ONE TO BUY
US-SPEC XJ6

Year: 1974   Mileage: 95,876   Contact: Fayreoak Classics, Cheltenham, 07590 078383

ONE TO BUY:
JAGUAR XJ6 SERIES II

most of them ground into dust. While 
Jaguar aficionados prized the late 
Series III for its driving dynamics and 
the Series I was meanwhile steadily 
becoming an accepted classic, the 
values of Series IIs remained too low 
for full restorations to be economically 
viable, meaning few were preserved.

The result is that a car like this is a 
rare sight, certainly here in the UK. 
Its previous owner clearly wasn't 
concerned about resale value and 
restored the car for the love of it, 
reputedly spending some $50,000 in 
total before age and illness forced him 
to dispose of his car collection. As you 
might have guessed, one major bonus 
was that he and the car were based 
in California, where the climate meant 
the usual rust repairs weren't required.

For the average European 

Price: £13,750

weren't watching. Not so many 
years ago they were still plentiful, 
but decades in the twilight world 
between banger and classic saw Of all the Jaguar XJs, it 

seems that the Series II 
has become the rarest 
of them all while you 

This solid car was nonetheless 
painstakingly restored in the US.
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»

restoration, a large part of the 
budget would have gone on the 
labour of cutting out rusty metal 
and fabricating repairs, but since this 
isn't a big issue with West Coast cars, 
you can see that anyone prepared 
to spend that kind of sum must have 
wanted things done properly.

A longtime Jaguar club member, the 
car's owner apparently decided that 
if he was going to attend car shows 
with his XJ6, then he wanted to win 
prizes and so the work was extensive.

Photographing the car, it was 
obvious that the underside is as 
presentable as the bodywork and 
the photo album with the Jaguar 
shows that the subframes were 
removed and reconditioned along 
with pretty much everything else.

Finished in black with the beige 

interior, the car looks superb and 
must be one of the best examples 
of the Series II anywhere. Evidence 
of its Californian past life is present 
in the shape of the Federal-spec 
bumpers, but as they point out at 
Fayreoak Classics, the big rubber 
inserts could easily be unbolted and 
replaced with the European-spec 
overriders should you so wish.

 As you can see, the car has 
already been UK-registered with 
an age-appropriate M-registration 
and being a 1974 model is usefully 
exempt from vehicle tax.

ON THE ROAD
Photographing the car’s details shows 
just how well the work has been done 
and also shows just what a neat piece 

of work the Series II was. The interior 
in particular with its prominent plank 
of veneered dash and the elegant 
circular Smiths dials recalls the 1960s 
Jaguars rather than the British 
Leyland era. The photos in the history 
file show the car with black interior 
which was presumably changed to 
the beige during the restoration but 
it's definitely a change for the better 
and looks spot-on, offset nicely by the 
wood-rimmed Nardi steering wheel.

As for the oily bits, the 4.2-litre XK 
fired easily from cold and sounded 
very healthy with the subdued growl 
typical of these engines and no rattles 
or clattering. This is the era when 
the XJ used twin Strombergs rather 
than injection and it all makes for a 
slightly easier ownership experience 
– especially since this car predates 

W O R D S  A N D  P I C S :  P A U L  W A G E R 

Dashboard is 
immaculate and 

finely finished.

This US-spec 
XJ is already 
UK registered. 

Beige leather 
contrasts nicely with 
black bodywork.
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MINI TEST
1971 JAGUAR XJ6

the hefty emissions kit which later 
US-bound cars were saddled with.

On the move, the effort taken 
in restoring the underpinnings has 
paid off with a supple and quiet 
ride which shows what the car's 
designers were originally intending 
to achieve but which is absent 
from so many restored XJs.

VERDICT
As Fayreoak Classics points out, this 

isn't just another old XJ and represents 
an unusual opportunity to sample the 
Series II car as it was intended. The left-
hand drive makes it an ideal choice for 
someone planning a long European trip 
and as the vendor points out, many of 
these ex-USA cars do find new homes 
in Southern Europe. At £13,750 it may 
be pricier than the average Series II 
XJ6, but restoring a rotten UK example 
could soon outstrip this before you've 
even finished with the bodywork. If you 
want a 1970s XJ to use and enjoy then 

this is the one and it will only become 
rarer as time passes – just in time for 
the 50th anniversary next year. ■

MILEAGE 49,560 miles 
ENGINE 4235cc/6-cyl/DOHC
POWER 186bhp@4500rpm (US spec)
TOP SPEED 116mph
FUEL CONSUMPTION 18mpg
GEARBOX three-speed automatic

TECH SPECS

ONE TO BUY
US-SPEC XJ6

'Federal' rear end 
means hefty rubber 
bumper pad.

Twin-Strombergs 
reduce power, but 
improve emissions.

Very-period mirror.

US-spec rear lamp 
and reflector.
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Just XJS Ltd
Spares, Refurbs & Repairs

• Tel: 07940 998199 • Email: justxjsltd@gmail.com
• Website: www.justxjs.com • Ebay Seller ID: just_xjs

• For used spares, restorations, car sales,
servicing and repairs.

• Specialist worldwide suppliers of used XJS
spares from 75-96, (we don’t deal with
any other model).

• We are a small, friendly company run by XJS
enthusiasts, will supply any part from a
screw to a complete body shell

Just XJS Ltd

G. WHITEHOUSE AUTOS LTD
classic car

automatic transmissions
Reconditioned units and spare parts supplied

Classic car automatic conversion
Convert your classic car to Jaguar XJ40 4 Speed automatic

Kits now available for most cars

TTTeeelll::: 000111222111 555555999 999888000000
Website: www.gwautos.com Email: info@gwautos.com
all major credit cards acceptedCJ

03
G
W
hit
eh
ou
se

TeT l:l: 0121 5555999 98989 0000000

Swallows is a family business based in the south west, established for over 25 years by genuine
enthusiast, our aim is to provide Jaguar drivers with a complete and comprehensive range of

services to cover all of their requirements.
Jaguar fully equipped workshops for servicing maintenance and repairs with dealer level

diagnostic equipment.
Jaguar parts shop stocked with discounted new parts and accessories, huge range of guaranteed

used and recycled parts.
Jaguar sales selection of handpicked classic, sports and performance jaguars in stock

Acacia Farm, Bristol Road (A38), Rooks Bridge, Somerset BS26 2TA
01934 75031901934 750319

enquiries@swallows-jag.co.ukenquiries@swallows-jag.co.uk
www.swallows-jag.co.ukwww.swallows-jag.co.uk

P & K THORNTON RESTORATIONS
ESTABLISHED 1967
CLASSIC JAGUAR SPECIALISTS
Servicing, suspension, brake overhauls & upgrades,
electrical work, rewires, full & part Retrims, Hoods, Sills
,restorations completed.

XK-MK2-E TYPE
Not VAT registered (No VAT)
Tel: Nottingham 0115 926 2266
www.thorntonrestorations.com

UK Prestige Products
Jaguar Land Rover Parts Specialist

JAGUAR PARTS
SPECIALIST

IN THE WEST MIDLANDS

PARTS AND ACCESSORIES FOR
CLASSIC AND MODERN JAGUARS

TEL:07711988200
EMAIL:ukprestigeproducts@gmail.com

www.ukprestigeproducts.com
MAIL ORDER AND CARD PAYMENTS

West Riding
Independent Ltd
Specialist in all Jaguarmodels, both old andnew
● Engine building and race preparation work carried out by

Championship Winning Team

● Rolling road tuning facilities

● Very competitive prices for servicing and repairs

● Manufacturer approved Diagnostic Equipment

● Gearbox specialists

Unit 1, 117 Huddersfield Road, Mirfield WF14 9DA
Phone: 01924 494400 Fax: 01924 494411
Email: enquiries@westridingindependent.co.uk

FULL SERVICE AND REPAIR FACILITIES
JAGUAR DEALER DIAGNOSTICS

JULIAN FERRARO
Jaguar Specialist
Unit 14, Barnack Business Centre
Wilton SP2 0AW

01722 744059
www.julianferraro.com
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BEHIND THE SCENES 
JAGUAR CLASSIC WORKS

W O R D S :  I A N  S E A B R O O K   P I C S :  I A N  S E A B R O O K  A N D  J A G U A R

Classic Jaguar attends the grand opening of Jaguar 
Land Rover’s new Classic Works, near Coventry.

JAGUAR CLASSIC WORKS

Just last year, Classic Jaguar 
visited Browns Lane, where 
a small workshop had been 
dedicated to Jaguar’s Classic 

operations, restoring and servicing 
all manner of older Jaguars, from 
XJ220 to E-Types and XKs.

Roll forward a year and Jaguar 
Land Rover has pulled together all of 
its vast Classic operations into one 
building: the Classic Works. Newly 
constructed at Ryton-on-Dunsmore, 
the building houses servicing, 
restoration and also storage. This 

represents a huge cultural shift in 
Jaguar’s approach to older vehicles, 
as it realises the value in embracing its 
rich heritage – something other luxury 
manufacturers such as Mercedes-
Benz and BMW have long known. 

So, how has this change come about? 
In an exclusive interview, Jaguar Land 
Rover Special Operations Managing 
Director Jonathan Edwards told Classic 
Jaguar, “I think the CEO takes credit 
for it [Dr Ralf Speth]. From day one, 
he’s had an interest in building and 
nurturing our heritage, and he sees it as 

a very important part of the business. 
We’ve been on a bit of a journey to 
get here, but it has been fantastic.”

The scale of the building certainly 
takes you by surprise at first. After 
speeches in the reception area, a 
curtain drops to reveal the vast new 
workshop, with more than 50 vehicles 
either being serviced or restored in 
spacious bays, by 80 employees – this 
should be 120 by the end of the year. 
Naturally, with Jaguar and Land Rover 
now together once more, harking back 
to the grim days of British Leyland, 

B E H I N D  T H E  S C E N E S
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there are examples of both on hand. 
JLR has a ‘Reborn’ programme for 
the Series One Land Rover, Range 
Rover Classic and the E-Type Jaguar, 
which gives the opportunity to buy 
a car in fully restored condition.

The XJ220 servicing is also carried 
out here, with no fewer than six 
examples on hand. Operations manager 
Nigel Woodward tells us that there is 
a lot of recommissioning work going 
on for XJ220s, as the car reaches its 
25th anniversary, and cars around the 
world come out of storage. We’ll be 
looking into this in our next issue.

Nigel also points out that JLR has 
worked with Pirelli to develop a new 
tyre for the XJ220, as the original 
type has not been available for some 
time. Given that these cars can, 
given space, top 200mph, having 
decent tyres is rather important. The 
cost? £4950+VAT, but then nothing 
about these cars was ever cheap.

We’re also excited to see the first 
‘new’ XK-SS, which is being used as a »

Jaguar's Le Mans 
victories celebrated.

New building, 
new investment.

Norman Dewis was on hand for 
the opening, here with the XK-SS 
development car, chassis number zero.

Dewis watches on as Jonathan 
Edwards makes his speech.
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BEHIND THE SCENES
JAGUAR CLASSIC WORKS

template for another of the nine cars 
Jaguar is building. Next to them are two 
of the six Lightweights built last year, in 
for servicing after seeing race action.

But, the real highlight is the storage 
area, where row after row of Strongman 
ramps hold over 200 classic cars 
above another 200. Most, but not all 
of these vehicles are from the James 
Hull collection, so dig deeper and you’ll 
find Allegros, Citroëns and Allards, 
but the vast majority of vehicles are 
naturally Jaguar or Land Rover. It’s a 
quite remarkable space, and we wish 
we’d had time to explore further.

It should be pointed out that this 
new building is entirely unrelated 
to the Jaguar Heritage Trust at the 
British Motor Museum, which still 
houses some of the most significant 
vehicles in Jaguar’s history. Cars from 
that collection, such as the XJ13, 
NUB 120 and the original XJ220 
prototype, are sometimes borrowed 
by JLR for promotional events, but 
these very special vehicles remain 
in separate ownership, with the 
trust established around the time of 
Jaguar’s independence – a necessary 
step to avoid them simply being sold 

off to raise revenue at the time.
Back at the Classic Works, it is 

heartening to see this increased 
interest in Jaguar’s heritage, though it 
should be pointed out that there are 
already a great number of specialists 
who have been providing essential 
services for many years. One hopes 
that Jaguar’s operations don’t impinge 
on the existing world of specialists 
and suppliers. If JLR Classic can plug 
some of the gaps, in terms of parts 
and panel availability, then this stands 
to be a truly good thing that could 
benefit owners of all classic Jaguars. ■

SEE FOR YOURSELF!
From September 2017, there will be public tours of the Classic Works, available at a cost of £49 per adult, £39 for 
children. The tours last three hours and include refreshments. Find out more at www.tinyurl.com/ClassicJaguar001

Interesting Series III 
XJ with TWR bodykit.

Nigel Woodward with one of the 
new Pirelli tyres for the XJ220.

XJ220 servicing and 
recommissioning.

Over fifty bays for 
servicing and restoration.
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CLASSIC WORKS FACTS
Size: 14,0000m2

Space for: 480 vehicles  Cost: £7m

XK-SS chassis number 771 
slowly comes together.

Two of the 'new' 
Lightweight 
E-Types, in 
for service.

Iconic D-Type, 
XJR-12 oppose 
SS1 and new XF 
Sportbrake.

Another E-Type 
about to be reborn.
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OLD PROJECT
DAIMLER 4.0

W O R D S  A N D  P I C S :  I A N  S E A B R O O K

Is buying a really cheap XJ40 a good idea? We suggest not...

As you saw in the previous 
issue, I bought a Daimler 
4.0 of the XJ40 variety for 
just £350, then had to cure 

a fuel leak and free a sticky caliper 
before driving over 300 miles home 
from Glasgow to Wales. I asked in 
that issue whether buying a cheap 
XJ40 was a good idea, and I think 
I already really knew the answer!

As it happens, the following month 
merely confirmed my suspicions, as 
hopes of bargain-basement Daimler 
motoring evaporated quicker than 
a puddle on the plains of Spain. I’d 
already discovered rot in the scuttle 
area, a melted fusebox and associated 
failure of the complete heating and 
ventilation system, but then the car 
refused to start, or would run, but 
very badly, with much sooting of 
plugs and exhaust. I spent far too 
long checking through the indication 
system, and going around the 
engine bay with a can of electrical 
contact cleaner. This at least restored 
the functionality of the horn!

Then someone suggested 
disconnecting the battery, so I did 
that and left it for a few minutes. 
On reconnection, the car fired up 
with no problem at all. Great. A car 
with so much computer-controlled 
gubbins that you need to reboot it.

But, the MOT expiry was now 
looming large, and even simple things 
like getting the windscreen washers 
and rear fog lamps working turned 

into farcical jobs that resisted any 
attempt at repair. With other cars on 
the fleet also demanding attention, I 
was forced to concede that this wasn’t 
going very well at all. I put the car 
up for sale, and was pleased to get 
£300 back for it. It’s most likely the 
new owner will break it for spares, but 
that’s fine. Sometimes, you have to 
realise a car is too far gone. Perhaps 

I should have realised that before 
driving this one back from Glasgow, 
but at least I enjoyed that drive/

Will I get another XJ40? Oh yes. 
I’ll just try to make it a better one 
next time. A bad one is just not 
worth considering which, if nothing 
else, helps explain the rapidly 
widening gap in values between the 
really good and the really not. ■

DAIMLER FAILURE

Ian's 2CV helps stricken 
Daimler after running 
problems flatten the battery.

Paint was 
pretty poor.

Sooty plugs - 
over-fuelling 

cured by reboot.

Bye bye Daimler. 
Experiment over!

Heater controls, 
that never worked.

098_Project Daimler.indd   98 04/07/2017   15:13



0<6<:1%+ 35%619< ) $21885$ 6&:<8 (567 1 !:#;<885#%12 -665%9 ) /121%$5%9 8<:35$<*
,1%4;1$64:< 1%" 84!!2& #; (5:< (7<<2 1$$<88#:5<8 5%$24"5%9 8!25%<" 74/8 1%" $<%6:< $1!8*

Motor Wheel Service
Renowned worldwide for the manufacture
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www.snnngbarraaatt.com

PARTS & ACCCCCCESSOOOORRRIIIEEESSS

CLAALASSIC & MMMODERNNN JAGUARS
FOR

GET YOUR
FREE COPY
TODAY*
01746 765432
sales.uk@sngbarratt.com

*Freeee with an order, otherwwrwise a pooostage fee may apply. Please ask for more detaaails.

GET YOUR
FREE COPY
TODAY*
01746 765432
sales.uk@sngbarratt.com

PARTS & ACCESSORIES


