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T
HE chilly spring slowed seed
germination (some early sowings
failed altogether), checked growth on

plants outdoors, and, it being too cold to set
out bedding and veg, left my greenhouse
bursting at the seams... literally – part of the
rotting wooden frame collapsed with a loud
crack while I worked in it at the weekend.

The enforced hesitation (caused by the
cold, not by the collapsing greenhouse) in
my usual spring gardening stampede was
an opportunity. Most of my life I’ve been a
chaotic gardener, messy and careless
(which infuriates my wife, Kath). I’m just
fascinated by how plants grow. But age is
making me hanker for a smarter plot, one
that’s not a continual work in progress.

So I took the opportunity to tidy up. 

Amateur

Get in touch! Q amateurgardening@timeinc.com

QWestover House, West Quay Road,
Poole Dorset BH15 1JGQ	 01202 440840

Experts helpline:

Q 	 0843 168 0200
(12-1 Monday - Friday)

Tim Rumball ’s

Editor’s letter
Sorting out 26 years of mess in a weekend
was never going to happen, but I made a
serious dent in the jumble of dead-plants-
in-pots, half dead plants that needed
potting on, and thriving plants that needed
watering, feeding or their cracked pots
repairing. There were piles of dead leaves 
mixed with spilled compost, old plant
labels, woodlice, worms, even the
occasional frog – all were swept up and
deposited in appropriate containers.

Two days of hard work left me completely
knackered. I stood, aching and slightly
bowed, surveying my handiwork, when
Kath’s head popped out of the greenhouse:

“Are you alright darling? Looks like part of
your rotting framework has collapsed.”

Have a great gardening week.
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Sow for winter colour

I
KNOW it may seem strange talking
about the bare borders of winter at a
time when our gardens are bursting
into summer colour, but there is a 

method to my madness.
Good gardening involves

planning ahead, and part of 
the reason why we are
currently at the busiest
time of year is because we 
should also be getting
ready for next winter.

Once this summer’s
perennial and bedding
plants have died away, the
garden will suddenly seem
very drab and empty. But there
should be plenty of new plants to stock it 
with – if you act now!

Ruth shows you how to save money on autumn and 
winter bedding plants by sowing seeds now

Gardening Week
with AG’s gardening expert Ruth Hayes 

Pansies and violas are some of the 
prettiest winter bedding plants

Sieve compost if
sowing fine seeds, to
help them germinate

This week I am sowing my first batch of
winter bedding plants, including pansies 
and violas. As more space and seeds

become available, I will also sow stocks
for autumn, and primulas, and 

bellis for spring.
By the time autumn comes

around, I will have grown 
and hardened off the
plants ready to go in the
ground to bring colour to
my garden in between the
early snowdrops and the

spring primroses. I know
that sowing winter bedding 

seems like one too many
tasks on the ‘jobs to do’ list, but 

you’ll be grateful you did so a few 
months down the line!

Winterpansiesandbellis,both

ofwhicharesownnow,canbe

usedinthekitchen.Individual

petalsmakeacolourfulgarnish

forsoupsandsalads,andcan 

decoratecakesand 

biscuits.

TopTip
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Seedling aftercare
How to ensure seedlings grow well

1 When your seedlings start to
germinate, remove any covering to

improve air circulation around them.

2 Poor air circulation can lead to
damping off disease. Help further

avoid it by watering from underneath.

Q Here at AG we often get calls to the
helpline from gardeners whose seeds
have failed to germinate, or whose 
seedlings have died of.

Q In many cases, the cause is damping
off – a fungal disease that can wipe out 
whole trays of infant plants.

Q You can help avoid it by always
using new or well-washed seed trays 
and clear plastic lids. Always use
fresh seed compost, and dampen it
with fresh water straight from the tap.
Avoid water from butts as it may be
contaminated with debris, pest eggs 
and fungal spores.

Things to avoid
What not to do when sowing seeds
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Pricking out leggy cosmos seedlings

M
Y cosmos seeds
germinated
successfully, but
because they are 

on a well-lit and warm
windowsill, they have
grown too fast and have
become a bit leggy.
When I pricked them out,
I filled 3in (7cm) pots with
potting compost, and made deep
holes in the centre of each one.
After gently lifting each seedling from the
tray, using a plant label to loosen the roots
and holding the leaves with my fingers,
I transferred it to the individual pots.

The roots and much of the stems went
into the compost hole, and I firmed them in
lightly for support.

After two weeks they’ll be hardened off in
a cold frame then planted out in the garden.

Q Polyanthus
These primula variants 
come in dozens of 
colour shades. 

Q Pansies: Open faces in combinations of 
colours, like the smaller violas.

Q Cyclamen coum: delightful pink flowers
that brighten shady areas of the garden.

Q Hybrid primroses: Not
just pale yellow: they are a
sure sign spring is on its way.

Q Bedding daisies:
The pink and white
shades of bellis, or
double daisies. 

Five colour explosions  
for your winter beds
Brighten the garden during the dark days with these beauties

Never pick up a seedling by
its stem, always by a leaf

Winter interest: Don’t forget that

perennial grasses, and evergreen herbs (such as

rosemary, right), add interest to the winter garden.
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1 Start by filling a new (or cleaned)
seedtray with fresh seed compost.

Tamp it level and water it well with 
fresh, clean water from the tap.

2Sow seeds thinly on the compost.
If they are very fine, make it easier

by dabbing some on to a dampened 
fingertip before sprinkling.

3If instructed on the seed packet,
cover the seeds with a fine layer of

seed compost or vermiculite (above); 
do not cover very small seeds.

4 I stood the pansy seeds in their
tray (with a clear placed lid over

it) inside a cold frame, and will check 
regularly for germination.

Sowing pansy seeds

Four easy steps to home-grown colour
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Gardening Week
with AG’s gardening expert Ruth Hayes 

1 Start by carefully digging around the
clump of daffodils, and gently lifting

them intact, taking care not to cut through
any of the bulbs with your spade blade.

2 Place the lifted plants on a plastic bag
or tarpaulin. Brush off soil and check

the bulbs for pests and disease. Discard 
any that look diseased or rotten.

3 Bulbs produce offsets. Remove bigger
ones from the parent, pot them up and

grow on for a year before planting. Leave
smaller ones attached until they are larger.

4
To store bulbs, put them on a clean
tray somewhere light, cool and dry.

They can be replanted in August. Or pot 
up bulbs (left) to let them die back.

D
AFFODILS offer a lovely splash of
spring colour, but as their bulbs
grow and multiply, they can lose
vigour over time. It’s not essential

to lift and divide clumps every year, but
every three years or so will boost flowering.

Lift them when the flowers have finished
and the foliage is starting to die back. If 

Dividing daffodils
Ruth shows how and why you should divide daffodils

Amaryllis bulb care

QMy amaryllis flowered brilliantly in
the New Year, and I hope it will give a 
repeat performance next year.

Q I am growing the bulb on, and giving
it a balanced liquid feed of houseplant 
fertiliser once a week.

Q I will transfer it to my unheated
greenhouse when the weather
warms up, and keep watering it until
September. Then I will reduce the
water, and keep it somewhere cool 
for 8-10 weeks so it becomes 
semi-dormant.

Q I will then cut back the old foliage,
replace the top 2in (5cm) of compost, 
and treat as a new bulb.

replanting in the same spot, choose the
biggest, strongest bulbs. Space them 2in
(5cm) apart and 4-6in (10-15cm) deep after
nourishing the soil with garden compost.

When replanting, let the foliage die back
naturally – never knot it or cut it off. Feed
with a high potassium liquid feed to help 
bulbs gather energy for next year.
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Check your bulbs and discard
any that are damaged or diseased

You can also pot up the plants in containers.
Feed and water them until their leaves die
back naturally. These potted bulbs can be 
replanted in the garden August.

Lift and check
flowered daff bulbs

Step

by step 

Always make sure you plant
– or replant – daffodils to

the correct depth of double
the height of the bulb. If

they are too shallow, they
will not fl ower well.

TopTip

Let lifted daffs die back
naturally in their container 

Keep watering and feeling 
your amaryllis bulb

Helping hippeastrum bloom again 



Keep lawns healthy

L
AWNS should be growing well now.
But this only means that they need
a corresponding amount of care, in
order to keep them healthy and 

looking their best.
The first important task is

mowing, which keeps the lawn
in good health and offers you
the opportunity to keep an
eye out for problems such
as moss or bare patches.

Around now you should
be aiming to mow once
a week; this will keep the
grass looking good. But be
prepared at peak times (in
warm weather following rain)
for the grass to grow so quickly
you’ll need to cut it twice a week.

While you’re mowing, keep a look out 

Ruth looks at the simple steps to take to create a lush
lawn – and to keep it looking lustrous over summer

Mow your lawn weekly, or
whenever it starts to look scruffy

Removed moss can be
added to the compost

for moss and, if it appears, treat it to kill it
before raking out, or you may spread it.

Although scarifying your lawn is not
recommended in spring (it can wait until
autumn), it is fine to lightly rake away dead

moss, which can then be composted.
The easiest way to keep your
lawn free from weeds and

moss is to feed it regularly.
This helps the grass grow
vigorously and leave less
room for encroaching
unwanted greenery.

If your turf loses its lustre
between now and August,

apply a summer lawn fertiliser
at the rate recommended on the

packet. Water it in and repeat the
process after six or eight weeks, if the grass 
is still failing. Water in dry spells.
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1 Over-seed bare patches. First break
up the soil and create a tilth, then

sow seed at the recommended rate and
rake it in. Protect from birds, and water 
it if there is no rain.

2 Irrigate the lawn if conditions are
very dry. Spike the area with a fork

beforehand if the soil is compacted, to 
aid air and water penetration.

Q If you laid turf in March or April, it
will still be bedding in, and will need 
some TLC to help it establish.

Q Regular watering every 5-10 days,
depending on the weather, is necessary 
to prevent desiccation.

Q However, don’t over-water as this
will waterlog roots, and encourage
growth of annual meadow grass, which 
is a weed.

Q You can start to mow new turf when
the grass has reached 2in (5cm) high – 
but keep mower blades high.

Look after new turf
Avoid too much wear and tear

If your large lawn is getting
too much to mow, leave an

area to grow wild.
It will attract ‘good bugs’

and other interesting 
wildlife.

TopTip
2 troubleshooting tips

Repairing bare patches, & watering

14  MAY 2016 AMATEUR GARDENING  7

Gardening Week
with AG’s gardening expert Ruth Hayes 
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Box in containers

L
IKE many residents of suburbia,
I have a plastic front door, and it is
not an object of great beauty. To
smarten up the area, I’m going to

plant two small box (Buxus sempervirens)
trees in pots, one either side of the door.

Traditionally, box has been easy to grow.
All you have to do is keep it watered (even in
winter), top-dress with fresh compost in 
spring, give it a trim between May
and August to keep things neat,
and feed once a month in
summer with a general-
purpose fertiliser (circled).

Recently, box has had a
run of bad luck. Box blight, 
a fungal disease, has
spread across the UK,
leaving plants suffering
from severe dieback.

And the Royal Horticultural
Society revealed that box tree
caterpillar and moth was the worst
pest to invade gardens during 2015. The
caterpillars feed on box foliage, leaving
them covered in blankets of pale, fine webs.

So, you may ask, why on earth I am
planting box? Nothing beats box for creating
a formal evergreen feature and, if you only 
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Box in pots can smarten-up a dreary front door, says Marc

Gardening Week
with AG’s gardening expert Marc Rosenberg

Box appreciates
a feed in summer

How to plant 
box in pots

2 Where pots can be seen from the
street, I add weight with a house

brick, to deter light fingered passers-by.

3Fill with a loam-based compost.
I’m using John Innes No3, which is

suitable for mature plants that will be in
the same containers for several years.

4Add the plant, firm in, top-up
the compost then water. Once

established, feed with seaweed extract.

1 Containers without drainage holes are
a recipe for disaster. Drill plenty, then

add lots of crocks to help with drainage.

My two small box trees make
a feature outside the front door

have a few plants and not an acre of formal
topiary, both of these pests and diseases
can be controlled if dealt with promptly.

Some celebrity gardeners would have you
believe it’s the end for box, and nothing can 
halt these new plant problems. That’s
because the only controls are chemical,
a course of action that’s usually deemed too 
politically incorrect to mention on TV.

Should box become infected, a
spray may be its only hope of

survival. If you notice dieback 
symptoms of box blight,

Bayer has a fungicide
called Fungus Fighter
Plus. It’s a contact and
systemic fungicide that
controls leaf diseases of

roses and ornamental
plants, protecting for up to

three weeks. It’s approved for
gardeners to control box blight.

For gardeners who notice box tree
caterpillar/moth, Westland makes Resolva
Bug Killer which is said to be fast-acting.

I hope I don’t have to use either, but the
advice to gardeners is to inspect box hedges
and topiary regularly, and take action at the 
first signs of any trouble.

Step

by step 
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Gardening Week
with Peter Seabrook, AG’s classic gardening expert

Top cucumber tips

F
LYING ace, the late Douglas Bader,
said: “If you are going to do a job old
boy, do it right or not at all,” an
instruction I keep very much in

mind when sowing seeds. Take the
cucurbits for example, while most advisors
emphasise the need to sow seeds on their
sides I am more set on sowing single seeds

in a pot half filled with seed compost.
Once sown courgettes, cucumbers,

melons, pumpkins and squashes need
warmth and moisture to germinate quickly,
in just a few days. At the first sign of an
inverted “U” shaped shoot pushing up from
the compost they need moving close to the
glass of windows and greenhouses to get
maximum light.

They can go back somewhere warm 

Follow Peter’s guidelines for successful cucurbit sowings

“Check out the first
pair of seed leaves”

Pots and pans for seed sowing need
to be clean to give seedlings the best
possible start, so wash before re-use.

Similarly the germinating medium
needs to be disease free so use sterile 
seed and cutting compost. 

Seedlings that are too tall with flop
over. Stems should be planted deep into
potting compost when transplanting.

Growing cucumbers on a
windowsill produces early 
fruits. This picture was
taken 18th April 2016
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Peter’s tips for 
seed sowing

overnight as long as pots of emerging
seedlings are moved back close to the
glass at first light. This move from warm to
cooler temperatures at dawn helps to keep 
seedlings compact.

Two rounded seed leaves develop
rapidly and once they stretch out over the
rim of a 3 1⁄2in (9cm) pot it can be filled with 
more sterile seed compost. Additional
roots will form from the new stem and
plants will be more compact as a result.

These two seed leaves are good
indicators of plant condition, where they
remain in place, stay green and get larger
everything has been and is being done
correctly. Where seed leaves yellow and
shrivel it is a clear sign the seedlings have
suffered a check, probably from either low 
temperatures, or water-logging or
incorrect compost.

This seed leaf indicator is the same for
aubergines, peppers tomatoes and many
other plants. Always remember when you
are selecting healthy, young plants to buy
that it pays to look carefully at the first pair 
of seed leaves.

Pots topped up with more
compost to give shorter

stemmed plants
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Sowing biennials

P
LANTS can be grouped into three
growing categories. Annuals, in
general terms, have a one-year 
grow-flower-seed cycle.

Perennials die back at the end
of the each year but re-
emerge in spring, and live
for a number of years.

Biennials, on the
other hand, take two
years to complete
their life cycle. If you
sow them now, their
seedlings will be
strong enough to
survive winter, and then
return to growth next
spring, ready to flower a few
months later.

However, some annuals – such as
honesty (Lunaria annua, which also has 
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Get these slow-growers started now, to give them
time to mature for next year’s display, says Ruth

Gardening Week
with AG’s gardening expert Ruth Hayes 

Icelandic poppies make
a stunning display

attractive, papery seedheads that look
wonderful in flower arrangements) - can
also be treated as biennials. They can be

sown directly into the ground (they
are hardy), or under cover.

I sowed some in drills of
finely raked soil (right).

Biennials look best
when they create drifts 
of colour and
structure, but by
sowing them in lines
I can thin them out,

and move sturdy
seedlings to where I

want them to flower.
Other popular biennials

include Icelandic poppies,
sweet rocket, stocks, Sweet

Williams, forget-me-not, hollyhocks,
wallflowers and love-in-a-mist (nigella).

Growbiennials in cell trays,
and sowseeds singly– or in

sparse clusters if tiny– to
reduce the need for

thinning before theyare 
planted out in

the garden.

TopTip

Honesty has attractive
flowers and ornamental 
seedheads

1 Weed and rake the soil to remove
large debris and create a fine tilth.

Mark out a drill using twigs and twine.

2Take out a drill 1in (2.5cm) deep
using the sharp edge of a hoe, or a

cane. Water the soil before sowing.

3Sow seeds 2in (5cm) apart to give
seedlings space to grow. Gently

cover the drill with a thin layer of soil. 

4Water again. Cover the area with
twigs and use repellant spray to

deter birds, cats. Protect from slugs.

Sow in lines, and transplant seedlings 
to final growing positions later

Sowing
honesty
in drills

Step

by step 
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1 Stand your basket on a bucket or pot to
keep it stable, and fill it with compost.

Add 2-3 teaspoons of water-retaining 
crystals to help retain moisture.

2 Get your ‘focus plant’ in place at the
centre of the basket. Plant it to the

same depth as the top of its rootball, and 
gently fi rm the compost around it. 

3 Carefully add the surrounding plants. 
Include trailing varieties such as

surfinias, bacopa or lobelia. They will hang 
down and not swamp the central plant.

4
Give the basket a good water to help
firm in the plants and settle their

roots. If you have added water-retaining
crystals or gel, the water will activate it.

W
HEN I was little, I always knew
summer was on its way when
dad started buying plants to 
put in baskets and patio

containers. It’s a tradition that has carried
on down the years, and this week I decided
to plant up a simple, early summer basket.

I bought my plants from the market, 

A simple basket
Ruth plants some colour to brighten up the early summer

Adding side plants
Q The basket I planted only needed
top planting, but many are designed to
have trailing plants down the sides.

Q Plants can be damaged as you push
them through the basket’s lining, but
there is an easy way to get round it.

Q Add compost to the basket until you
reach the level where you want your
side plants to sit. Then cut a slit in the
lining. Wrap either the plant’s roots,
or the stem and leaves, in kitchen
clingfilm, and carefully feed it through 
the slit in the fabric.

Q If you’ve wrapped the roots, feed
them into the basket from the outside.
If you wrap the steam and leaves, feed
these through from the inside of the
basket, out.. Top up with compost.

where several local nurseries have stalls.
They are a brilliant source of top quality
plants for very reasonable prices, and the
nursery staff are more than happy to share 
their wealth of knowledge and advice.

I used a scarlet pelargonium as my central 
plant, and surrounded it with violas and
trailing surfinias, bacopa and nemesia.
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The scarlet and purples will look
stunning as my basket matures

Feeding plants through 
the side of a basket

I am keeping my basket in an unheated
greenhouse until the threat of late frosts
have passed. It will be hung somewhere 
sheltered and sunny.

Plant a ready-lined 
hanging basket

Step

by step 

Gardening Week
with AG’s gardening expert Ruth Hayes 

Hanging baskets are often

exposed to more wind and sun

than patio containers, so check 

their moisture levels

regularly, and water if the 

compost starts to 

feel dry.

TopTip

Check baskets regularly for pests, and
immediately deal with any you fi nd
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Gardening Week
with AG’s gardening expert Ruth Hayes 

Onion cultivation

T
HE onion and shallot sets I
planted back in mid-February
have been growing well, so far
largely without much

interference from weeds.
But now we are in peak weed
season, they are starting to
compete with the crops
for light, air, water
and nutrients.

Because their thin,
strap-like leaves don’t
cast much shade, the
land around onions is
susceptible to invasion by
unwanted plants, so for a
healthy crop you need to keep
on top of weeding.

Hand weeding also gives you the
opportunity to keep an eye on your crop’s
progress, and act against any problems
that might be developing.

If the foliage of young plants starts to
wilt and collapse, they may have been

Ruth removes weeds and checks for pests and diseases to
make sure her onions and shallots are growing healthily

For a strong onion
crop, weed regularly

My tender veggie seedlings are
almost ready for hardening off 

attacked by onion fly maggots, which
feed on the inner material of the stem.

If left unchecked, they will eat the bulb
tissue too, so to combat the problem,

cover the entire crop with a fine
mesh to deter adult flies.

(Before planting, it’s worth
digging the soil to unearth
over-wintering pupae).

Keep the ground 
well watered – but 
not saturated – as dry 
weather can cause 

onion white rot, while 
very wet conditions can 

be the cause of onion downy 
mildew. Both spoil the crop.

Water every 14 days during 
extended dry periods, but stop after 
mid-summer as continued irrigation can 
reduce the storage quality of onions.

Where possible, water soil around the 
bulbs and avoid foliage, as it encourages 
fungal diseases to develop.
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Q Whether you are growing potatoes
in the ground or in containers,
earthing the shoots as they grow will
greatly increase this year’s yield.

Q We earth up the plants to elongate
their crop-bearing stems.

Q If you are growing in containers,
earth up stems with extra compost so
just the tips of shoots show

Q In open ground, gently rake soil
around the stems and leaves until the
tips of shoots are just visible.

Q Water plants when necessary to
prevent them from drying out, but
don’t let them get waterlogged.

Q The cucumber, aubergine and
courgette seeds I sowed a few weeks 
ago germinated well on windowsills, 
pictured left, and will soon be ready 
to move to larger pots.

Q  I will start hardening off the
cucumbers and courgettes in my 
unheated greenhouse, before 
moving them to growbags in a warm, 
sheltered area of the garden.

Q Aubergines rarely do well outside
in our climate, even in very warm 
areas, so I am going to transplant 
the seedlings to 9in (23cm) pots and 
grow them on in the greenhouse.

Topreventonions‘bolting’-

producingflowers-keepthe

plantsasstress-freeas

possible.Coverthemwith

fl eeceduringlatecoldsnaps,

andwaterwellduring

dryspells.

TopTip

Earthing-up 
potato top growth

Mound the soil for larger crops

Continued care of 
tender seedlings

Prepare plants for hardening off

Earth-up container-grown spuds 
the same as those grown in soil
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Start planting out crops
Try experimenting with unusual veg and herbs, says Lucy

I
LOVE it when I get introduced to new
things. The owners of East Donyland
Hall where I work love eating dill, and
yet I’d not really come across this

feathery little herb before being employed
there. Now I’d never be without it! Its
flavour, which I can only describe as a cross
between fennel and tarragon, is truly 

delicious and one that works incredibly
well with fish dishes. Keen cooks will know
it as a major component of gravadlax and it
also makes a mean creamy sauce. It’s a
hardy annual so you sow seeds of it every
year. I’ve already got one batch on the go,
and will soon start another off to ensure a 
steady supply well into autumn.

Gardening Week
with Lucy Chamberlain, AG’s fruit and veg expert
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Sow batches
of dill seeds

1 The soil is warm enough now to
sow directly into it, but if you want

to ensure very good germination rates
then sow into modules indoors to plant 
out later. Sow 2-3 seeds per cell.

2 Once seedlings are large enough,
harden them off and plant them

outside in a sunny, sheltered spot. Space
plants (unthinned) 8in (20cm) apart and 
water them in well. Keep weed-free.

3 Star-burst yellow flowerheads
appear in summer, which are loved

by wildlife yet limit leaf growth which is
why I sow a new batch every six weeks
or so. Just harvest leaves as required.

Step by

step 

YOU want your first bite into a home-grown
apple to be a pleasure, not a shock! Finding
an ugly grub in the core of your fruit is
horrible. Luckily, there are easy ways to
avoid this and the time to act is now. The
pest we’re talking about is codling moth,
which attacks apples and, to a lesser extent,
pears. The adult females emerge, mate and
lay eggs around the flower clusters in early
June, and there are two things you can do to
stop it. Organic growers can buy pheromone
traps to hang in the tree. These emit a scent
which attracts and traps the males, so that
very little mating can occur. Gardeners
happy to spray can apply Provado Fruit and
Veg Bug Killer as soon as (and not before) all 
the petals have fallen from the fl owers.

Maggot-free apples! 

Plant dill plugs 8in (20cm)
apart in well-prepared soil

Lucy is a former AG gardening editor, and edited

a national Grow-Your-Own magazine. A BBC Essex

radio gardening expert, RHS author and lecturer, she’s 

also Head Gardener at East Donyland Hall, Essex

Pheremone traps
(above) help to prevent
codling moth maggots
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Get the best
grapes from vines
IN late March you might remember
that I showed you the two grapevines
we have at East Donyland Hall. They’re
in the eaves of a large greenhouse and
came into leaf about six weeks ago

Since then I’ve kept the greenhouse
well ventilated to deter powdery
mildew (a real nuisance for us) and
have thinned out the shoots. They’re
very easy to snap off, and I’ve left 
on the plant those that
bear the best flower
bunches. Each of
these remaining
shoots is roughly
16in (40cm)
apart along the
length of the main
stems. They’re now
blooming so it’s up to
me to pollinate them.

I gently run my hands over each
bunch of flowers which dislodges and
transfers the pollen, hopefully leading
to lots of grapes.

D
ID you follow my lead in early
April and sow some French
beans? If you did you should now
be looking at some healthy little 

seedlings just bursting to get outside!
French beans are great for sheer
productivity, and most people, gardeners or
not, are happy to see them on their plate.

I’m growing both climbing and dwarf
types this year – I like the dwarf varieties
because they don’t take up much room, are
low-maintenance and easy to pick. These
types do tend to bear beans in flushes, but
as they freeze well I’m not bothered about
the odd glut. At East Donyland Hall the
owners prefer growing climbing types so
we’re growing green, purple and yellow-
podded varieties which will produce a 

succession of beans over a long period.
Both climbing and dwarf types appreciate

a sheltered, sunny spot. The large leaves
can get battered by winds, with the foliage
of young plants often scorching in blustery
conditions. Before planting out, harden
your plants off by placing them in a shady
spot outside for the day and bringing them
back in at night. Do this for a week before
moving them outside permanently. Protect
them with a plastic cloche or fleece if the
weather is chilly or windy.

If you’ve not got room to plant in the earth
don’t worry – they’ll grow well in large pots
on the patio. As soon as the beans get large
enough I’ll start picking every few days –
regular harvesting encourages yet more 
pods to form.

Plant dwarf & climbing French beans

Set out celeriac plants
IN March I encouraged you to sow some
celeriac. Now, two months on, my plants
are ready to be planted outside. It doesn’t
look much, but it wins hands down for
flavour. Try it sliced and slowly baked
in a garlic and cream sauce, or grated
raw and mixed with mayo and mustard
to make crunchy remoulade. Its in the
same plant family as carrots, parsnips,
celery and parsley, so don’t plant it
where these crops were growing last 

year. It revels
in cool, moist
soils so actually
prefers a shadier
spot. I’m spacing
my plug plants
8in (20cm) apart, in
blocks. I’ll keep it well
watered and weeded all summer, and
remove the oldest outer leaves which helps 
to build up the size of the crown. 

Top Tip: Always buy fresh dill seeds. Sow in the

soil into a straight, pre-watered drill spacing seeds 1in

(5cm) apart. Cover seeds with compost, not soil.

Plated out now, French beans will 
soon be producing good crops

I thinned shoots to leave the
strongest, about 16in apart

Plant celeriac 8in (20cm) apart each way
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Gardening Week
with AG’s gardening expert Ruth Hayes 
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HERE is something very satisfying
about propagating favourite
perennial plants – not least because
it can save you money.

Late spring is the perfect time to take
softwood cuttings from healthy young
shoots that have yet to mature and then
flower as the season progresses.

There are many plants that are relatively
easy to propagate by this method. I have 

Take tender plant cuttings
Ruth takes cuttings from pelargoniums for late colour

chosen tender pelargoniums because
they’re one of our most popular pot and
bedding plants... and they’re easy so a great
one for beginners to try.

Other tender plants that you can multiply 
by the same method include coleus,
osteospermums and even aeoniums.

If you take cuttings from flowering plants
now, they may mature enough to put on a 
show this summer.

Take cuttings of pelargoniums
now for late summer colour

3Fill a 6in (15cm) pot with seed and
cutting compost. Dib in cuttings, 

evenly spaced, around the edge.

4 Water, and place in a warm spot,
but do not cover. Keep them light 

and warm, with damp compost.

An easy way to multiply plant stocks

Pelargonium 
cuttings

Q If you’re planting your patio pots and
taking cuttings, be aware that we are
now in peak vine weevil season, so
act accordingly.

Q Adult weevils eat leaves, while the
grubs attack roots and can kill plants.

Q If you are re-using pots, always wash
them first to make sure no vine weevil 
eggs are stuck to the sides.

Q Avoid re-using compost, as it will have
been leached of nutrients by previous
plantings, and may also be containing 
vine weevil eggs or larvae.

Watch out for
vine weevils!

2 Trim cutting to just below the next
leaf set. Pull off lower leaves. Dip

cut end in a hormone rooting product.

1Cut a healthy non-flowering shoot
from the parent plant. Cut just above 

a pair of leaves to leave parent tidy. 

T
im

eI
n

c.
 u

n
le

ss
 c

re
d

it
ed

W
ik

im
ed

iaAdult vine weevils attack foliage

Step

by step 

Q Control vine weevils by picking off
and squashing any adults you see on the
foliage, and treating planted containers
with a nematode drench, or chemical
such as Bug Clear Ultra Vine Weevil
Killer, both of which are available from 
garden centres and online.

Cuttings from young plants
will root more readily than
cuttings taken from older
plants. Take your cuttings

early in the morning, as
they will be ‘turgid’, or 

full of water.

TopTip
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Growing tricks

I
F you’ve ever grown courgettes, you’ll
know that these very productive
plants often produce more courgettes
than you know what to do with. But if

you turn your back on them for a day or so,
you return to huge marrows and hardly any
new courgettes. The principle being, that 

once plants swell fruits, they set seed and
stop producing – and they stop growing.

Now last summer I utilised this natural
process – but in reverse. My butternut
squashes were miserable, the cold dry
weather hadn’t suited them and they’d
grown rather poorly. Here and there a
couple of fruits had set and I knew if these 

Get fewer courgettes and more squashes, says Bob

Bob’s top tips for 
the week

Gardening Week
with Bob Flowerdew, AG’s organic gardening expert

“We commonly
reduce pumpkins to

one or two fruits”

were left there would be no more.
Ruthlessly, I went over the plants

removing all fruits and flower buds.
Reluctantly, the plants were forced to
continue growing, and as the weather got
better they started to grow really well. They
then set and ripened an excellent crop all
round. I am sure if I’d left any of those first
fruits on then the plants would never have
rebounded. So I wondered why we don’t
make more of a practice of this with most
squashes, after all we commonly reduce
pumpkins to one or two good specimens.

Unless they’re growing on amazingly rich
sites, most squashes can only ever ripen a
few fruits. And the greater the number we
leave on each plant, the more seed and skin 
we get and the less actual flesh. After
disbudding my squash, there was time for
flowers formed in late July to make fruits
and ripen them before the frosts. So this
year I plan to remove all early fruits from
half my squashes to make stronger plants
and see if they give a bigger weight of crop 
than those left with all their fruits. 

1 Look out for tiny gooseberry sawfly
caterpillars eating lots of tiny holes. 

Destroy them all, immediately. 

2Sow French & runner bean, ridge
cucumber, squash, courgette &

pumpkin in the soil under mini-cloches.

3 Don’t forget to water everything that
you’ve planted during the last year 

as growth is pushing hard.

4 And don’t forget to wash and refill
the bird bath or they’ll eat more 

seedlings, fruits and buds.

Butternut squash
thrive in rich, moist soil

If you want to stop your

courgette plants forming too

many fruits, pick off the flowers

– but don’t let them go to waste!

Turn them into a delicious

dish by frying them 

in batter.

TopTip
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Be a garden twitcher

T
HERE’S lots of activity to be seen on
the garden bird front at the moment.
A combination of spring warmth,
nest building by some late birds and

the tracking down of food for their offspring
by others means there’s no better time to
take up the hobby of bird watching.

So read on to find the 10 species I think
you’re most likely to see on your bird tables
and hanging feeders this weekend.
Although my list is based on the results of
this year’s Big Garden Birdwatch (the
annual nationwide survey conducted by
the RSPB), I’m not including the blackbird
(the 4th most often-seen bird), nor the
woodpigeon (5th), nor the robin (9th), as
even the newest of bird watchers can
recognise these a mile off.

Of course, there are many other bird types
that will come into your garden as well, but
few of them are likely to visit feeding
stations, preferring instead to feed on the 
ground or high up in trees or bushes.

Follow Graham’s guide to bird species you’re most likely to 
spot on garden bird tables and feeders this weekend

Gardening Week
with AG’s gardening wildlife expert Graham Clarke

Q 14 May: Scottish Rock Garden
Club Aberdeen Show (11.30am-4pm,
admission free), David Welch Winter
Gardens, Duthie Park, Polmuir Road,
Aberdeen, AB11 7TH	 01224 310188

14 May: Rhododendron Walks with
Lord Ashbrook (11am & 2pm), Arley Hall 
& Gardens, Cheshire, CW9 6NA
	 01565 777353 (ext. 20);
� arleyhallandgardens.com

15 May: Little Ouseburn Open Gardens
(10am-5pm), Little Ouseburn village
(12 miles NW of York on the B6265),
	 01923 339622;� loopengardens@
yahoo.com

15 May: Plant Hunters’ Fair (10am-
4pm), British Ironwork Centre,
Oswestry, Shrops. SY11 4JH,
� planthuntersfairs.co.uk

16-17 May: Spring Vegetable Weekend
(11am-4pm), Barnsdale Gardens, The
Avenue, Exton, Oakham, Rutland, LE15 
8AH	 01572 813 200;
� barnsdalegardens.co.uk

19 May: Discovering Capability Brown,
Compton Verney, Warwickshire, CV35 
9HZ,	 01926 645500;
� comptonverney.org.uk

22 May: Plant Hunters’ Fair (11am-
5pm), Middleton Hall, Tamworth, 
Staffs. B78 2AE
� planthuntersfairs.co.uk

28 May: Plant Hunters’ Fair (10am-
4.30pm), National Memorial
Arboretum, Alrewas, Staffs.
� planthuntersfairs.co.uk

29 May: Plant and Cake Bring and
Buy (2-4pm), Shadwell Grange, 400
Shadwell Lane, Leeds, Yorks, LS17 
8AW,	 0113 273 8821

Scottish Rock Garden Club

14 May –
29 May

What’s

On 

Q Please check that the event is still going ahead before leaving
home. If you have an event that you would like us to consider 
please email details to: amateurgardening@timeinc.uk

Long-
tailed tit

With similar
plumage to that
of the blue tit,
this species is
distinguished
by a tail that’s longer than its body
and a particular kind of undulating
flight. Gregarious and noisy these
birds are most usually seen in small, 
animated flocks of 20 or so birds.

Favourite food: Insects mainly, but 
also seeds.

Residency: Found across the UK all
year round, except for the far north
and west of Scotland. Common in
gardens, woodland, farmland,
hedgerows, scrubland and parks. 

Blue tit
Easily recognisable with its blue, yellow, white and
green markings. At this time of year, and in summer, 
the young have yellow instead of white cheeks.

Favourite food: Insects, caterpillars, seeds and nuts.

Residency: Throughout the UK all year round, except
some of the northern Scottish islands. Common in 
gardens, woodland, hedgerows and parks.

It’s an ideal time to take up
the hobby of bird watching
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Collared
dove
Pigeon-like,
pale grey-pink-
brown and
with a black
collar around
the neck. Deep
red eyes and
reddish feet.
Their cooing is 
a familiar

sound, particularly in spring. Although
you’ll often see them on their own or in
pairs, flocks may form where there is a lot 
of food available.

Favourite food: Seeds and grain.

Residency: Throughout the UK all year
round, frequently more around towns and 
villages. Common garden visitors.

Great tit
The largest member of the UK tit family
with green and yellow plumage, glossy
black head and white cheeks. It has a
distinctive two-syllable song, but can
be quite aggressive at the bird table,

Favourite food: Insects, seeds, nuts.

Residency: Year round throughout the
UK except for some northern Scottish
islands. It is mainly a woodland bird but
has adapted to man-made habitats to 
become a familiar garden visitor.

Goldfinch
A bright red face and yellow wing patch, it
also has a delightful quiet twittering call
and long, fine beak allowing it to extract
fairly inaccessible seeds from thistles, 
teasels and small feeders.

Favourite food: Seeds and insects.

Residency: Throughout the UK all year
round, except the far north of Scotland.
Common in gardens, orchards, parks, 
heath and common land.

Dunnock
A small brown and grey bird. Quiet and
unobtrusive, often seen on its own,
creeping along the edge of a flower bed
with a tendency to flick its wings as it goes.

Favourite food: Seeds, insects, spiders 
and worms.

Residency: UK all year round. Common in
gardens, woodland, farmland edges and
parks, particularly well vegetated areas 
with scrub, brambles and hedges.

House sparrow
A small drab grey-brown bird, with
darker steaks. Noisy and gregarious, it
exploits our rubbish and has a tendency 
to eat almost anything.

Favourite food: Seeds, nuts, berries, 
buds, insects and scraps.

Residency:All year round in the UK, but
not some parts of the Scottish Highlands.
Found in city centres to open farmland, 
it feeds and breeds near people.

Starling
Appears black
from a distance,
but close up is a
glossy sheen of
purples and
greens. Smaller
than a blackbird, 

it has a short tail, pointed head and
triangular wings. A common garden
bird, but its decline elsewhere makes it 
an endangered ‘Red List’ species.

Favourite food: Insects and fruit.

Residency: Throughout the UK, except 
the highest parts of the Scottish
Highlands. Abundant in southern
England; huge roosts are found in city
centres, plantations and reed beds.

Chaffinch
The male has a red breast usually more
intense than that of the robin’s. With their
loud and distinctive calls you’ll usually
hear chaffinches before you see them,
They prefer to hop about under a bird table 
rather than on it!

Favourite food: Insects and seeds.

Residency: Throughout the UK all year
round, except some of the northern
Scottish islands. Common in gardens,
hedgerows, fields, woodlands and parks.

Great spottedwoodpecker
Strikingly black-and-white and about
the size of a thrush, it spends most of
the time clinging to tree trunks and
branches, often trying to hide from
view. Has a loud call, but you may first 
recognise its distinctive spring 
‘drumming’ on tree bark.

Favourite food: Insects, seeds 
and nuts.

Residency: Throughout England,
Wales and the Scottish lowlands. Only
a handful of pairs nest in Ireland, but
numbers are increasing. Common in
larger, wooded gardens (especially
with mature broad-leaved trees), as
well as parks. It will visit bird tables 
and as well as peanut feeders.
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How to get the most out
of your free Foxglove ‘Alba’ seeds

F
ROM May to July the purple (and
occasionally white) spires of wild
foxgloves (Digitalis purpurea) make
a stunning natural display on hedge

banks and in woodland clearings.
These are biennials, or short-lived

perennials, meaning that after flowering, 
seed is shed and germinates but
the young plants over-winter
to bloom the next summer.

If you learnt your
botany a while back,
note that digitalis has
recently moved out
of the figwort family
(Scrophulariaceae)
to join the plantains
(Plantaginaceae).

Foxgloves are
poisonous but are the
natural source of the
heart medicine digitalin.

The architectural flower
spikes work well in gardens
too and these white foxgloves
(D. purpurea ‘Alba’) are particularly cool and
elegant. Spikes 4ft (1.2m) tall, of creamy-
white blooms show up well in the evening,
are great for cutting and favoured by bees.

This week’s Free Seeds
How to sow with Anne Swithinbank

In the garden

Raise plants from seed and you’ll have
plenty to create natural-looking drifts in
lightly-shaded spots. Use them in a white
border with, say, Astrantia ‘Large White’,
Orlaya grandiflora, white-flowered roses
and Allium ‘Mount Everest’ offset by fresh

green foliage and white-variegated
Cornus alba ‘Elegantissima’.

I’ll make space to plant
foxgloves in autumn

Take precautions against slugs and
snails (pick up by torchlight, trap, water
in a nematode-based bio control as
pictured above or use ferric phosphate
slug pellets). Rabbits and deer leave
foxgloves alone. Powdery mildew can
appear on older leaves of water-
stressed plants but is rarely a problem.

The flower spikes of foxgloves
look stunning in gardens
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Problem

solver 

Use bio controls for slugs

Aftercare

Once large enough to
handle, transplant

seedlings one per
3.5in (9cm) pot to
grow on. Plant out
10in (25cm) apart
where soil is neither

waterlogged or very
dry, and water well.
An early-autumn

planting is best, when
soils are warm but moist.

After flowering, cut away the
main spike and several smaller ones

will develop.
Foxgloves are good at self-seeding but

you’ll get a mixture of white and purple-
flowered plants as some will revert. 
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T
HESE, branching annuals are
descended from Mediterranean
Malva trimestris, the latter
meaning ‘of three months’ – the

time it takes for plants to germinate, grow, 
flower and seed.

To fill bare borders with summer
flowers cheaply and quickly, these
marvellous mallows are great. Silky-

How to sow

1 Make parallel drills
10in (25cm) apart in

well-cultivated, raked soil
using the edge of a draw hoe

blade. Soak the drills generously and 
leave to drain.

2 Station-sow two to three seeds
at 10in (25cm) intervals along the

drills and then brush soil back over 
them using a rake. Tamp down 
gently using the flat tines.

3 Keep the seeds moist (circled)
and after germination, thin 

seedlings to one per
station. Spares can
be transplanted 
to stations
where none
have come up.
Remember to
water-in
afterwards.

petalled, funnel-shaped blooms in shades
of pink and white open on plants 2ft
(60cm) tall. Fertile soil and a sunny spot
suits mallows, and they look great en-
masse. Set them against purple leaved red
perilla, or silvery Artemisia ‘Powis Castle’.  

Lavatera is largely trouble free, but
watch out for slugs and snails. Dead-
heading will encourage more blooms.

How to sow your
Lavatera ‘Parade Mixed’

Lavatera fills borders with
flowers cheaply and quickly

How to sow 
foxgloves

3Seeds should not be completely
covered. I push a dusting of compost

through a fine sieve. Put in a cold frame
or unheated greenhouse and keep moist.

1Fill a seed tray with seed compost,
pressing lightly to achieve a smooth

surface for small seeds. Water using a
fine rose on the can and allow to drain.

2Take small pinches of seed and let
them fall slowly and evenly over

the surface, so the seedlings don’t
germinate in a thick tangle of roots.
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Free seeds next week!
Wallflower ‘Choice Mixed’ worth £1.89,

FREE with the 21 May issue ofAG. Don’t miss it!

Outdoor sowing
QMake drills in a prepared, moistened
seedbed and soak them well before 
sowing thinly and evenly.

Q Don’t cover seed and after
germination, thin to 2in (5cm) apart.

Q Transplant to final positions in 
September.

Step

by step 

Step

by step 

Alternative method
QHaving made sure the bed is moist,
rake the seedbed area smooth, leaving
ridges of fine soil towards the edges.

Q Scatter seeds thinly and evenly over
the area and then using the rake,
scatter soil from the ridges back over
the seeds. Keep moist, then thin to one
every 10in (25cm) after germination.

Q If you like more control, sow one
seed per module and after germination, 
plant out 10in (25cm) apart.

Rake the seed
bed area smooth
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Add some grass clippings
to your compost, not all
of them, if you want to
avoid a soggy mess

Gardening Week
with Tamsin Westhorpe in her country garden

Billowing borders can be held 
back with plant supports

Pick up debris on
the lawn before 
mowing
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Get into a grass
cutting routine
Mow your way to a great May says Tamsin

W
ITH four acres of lawns to cut
I can be mowing one full day a
week in May. As a result I am
very familiar with my mowers!

Visitors to the garden often assume that
I use a ride-on mower, but a push type is
my preference. We have two petrol rotary
mowers, one with a roller (which is used to
create stripes on the more formal lawns)
and one without for slopes and banks. 

You don’t need me to tell you that a
dry day is essential for mowing. Before
you pull the cord check that plants aren’t
overhanging the edges of borders. If yours
is an informal garden with tumbling foliage
then keep a few plant supports at the ready
for holding back plants whilst you mow.
Pick up any sticks shed by overhanging
trees and get your barrow ready for
collecting the grass. We have a very large 

monkey puzzle tree that is constantly
shedding prickly dead branches, which are 
large enough to damage a mower if left.

When filling a petrol mower with fuel
always make sure that it is sitting on a hard
standing. If you spill petrol on a lawn it
will leave a very nasty patch. My final tip
for May mowing is to mow in a different
direction each week as this ensures that 
stubborn blades of grass are caught. 

Caring for tulips in containers
I ALWAYS order my tulip bulbs at Malvern
Spring Festival in early May. Bloms Bulbs
have an incredible display each year and
I adore choosing tulips for October arrival
with the flowers in front of me.

As the borders here are packed with
plants our tulips are all grown in terracotta
pots. Each pot is dedicated to one variety
and then displays are dotted around the
garden. It is always an exciting day when
the first tulip flower joins us – this year it 
was 14 April.

Yellow-fl owering ‘West Point’ is a 

favourite here, as is the green and white
‘Spring Green’. Buying new bulbs every
year may seem a little flamboyant but
displays are never as uniform in the
second year. Speaking of uniformity, I
regularly turn the pots of tulips in the
garden to prevent them growing towards
the light. Once flowers have faded they
are deadheaded. The foliage is left to turn
yellow and the pots are placed out of
view. Bulbs are removed from the pots in
September and planted in my mother’s 
more informal garden.

Turn tulips pots that are in the shade to
prevent them leaning towards the sun
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Growing tender climbers
How to prepare for a show 
stopping performance

Water Tropaeolum tricolor
regularly when in active

growth but stop once the
foliage turns yellow

A PLANT that causes great excitement in
the garden here is Tropaeolum tricolor - a
relative of the common nasturtium. This
stunning, tender perennial climber is a
real show stopper – a tuberous species
that thrives in a neutral or slightly acidic
compost and is suited to life in a container.
Tubers need to be planted about 6in (15cm)
below the soil surface for success.

In March plants start to rapidly put on new
growth, so I push twigs into the compost for
support. Then they either remain in the cool 
greenhouse or in a sunny spot.

This climber puts on a show early in
summer and by the end of May its foliage
will start to turn yellow. At this point I will
stop watering and let them dry out for the
summer. Watering in spring will get them 
back into active growth.

For late summer colour we rely on
Gloriosa superba ‘Rothschildiana’ (glory
lily). This offers much larger flowers and, as
with the tropaeolum, grows from a tuber.
Again we grow this in a pot and keep it in
our greenhouse – however a conservatory 

In praise of foliage plants
Leaves can make a big impact
WE often get so obsessed with flowers that
we don’t notice the incredible foliage on
offer in the garden. Here we grow veratrums,
cardiocrinums and hostas for their foliage
alone. For extra impact I group several pots
of hostas together and one small border
is dedicated to the giant Cardiocrinum
giganteums. This incredible plant flowers
seven years after seed germination and
then dies. There is no denying that the giant
white flowers are breath taking but I equally
admire the shiny foliage, so don’t be put off
by the years of waiting.

Before the parent plant dies it produces
what we refer to here as ‘pups’ that will go
on to take over the display.

I’m planting more cardiocrinums this
week as I simply can’t resist them. They will
join the others in a position of semi-shade
where there is a moist but well-drained soil.
Although the site is important the key to
success with all foliage plants is keeping the
slugs at bay. Continue to be on slug watch to 
ensure foliage plants remain perfect.

The May flowers of
Tropaeolum tricolor

The foliage of Cardiocrinum
giganteum is the shiniest foliage in
town. Before planting check the 
bottom of pots for slugs

Tip: Don’t be tempted to cut a long lawn back in one

go. For best results lower the blades over several cuts -

this avoids damage to mower and the lawn.

would also suit. Gloriosa needs far higher
temperatures than the tropaeolum and the
dramatic yellow and red flowers can go on
until early October. In winter plants are left 

to dry out and are kept above 10˚C.
It’s such a shame that so many gardeners
are put off from growing tender climbers. 
They really are worth the effort.

Group pots of
hostas for impact

and apply slug
pellets (just a few!)
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Gardening Week
with Tamsin Westhorpe in her country garden

Once flowers have faded the
auriculas are moved to the top shelf

It’s show-time for auriculas
IN my 5 March column I shared the 
excitement of our auriculas
arriving. They have now been
potted on into terracotta
pots and placed on the
theatre. The single-
flowered are presently
stealing the show as the
doubles tend to flower
later in the month. For a
successful display flowers
must be kept dry (hence
the idea of a theatre) and if
the stems flop they will need
to be supported by very small green 

Are you growing
invasive plants?

canes and green plastic-coated wire.  
Once the flowers are over

the plants will be placed
in a heavily shaded

cold frame that is well
ventilated. However,
before moving them
to their summer home
I intend to look for

offsets and pot them
on. Watering will be

reduced dramatically. The
big question is – what to

display on the theatre in high
summer? Ideas gratefully received. 

The American skunk cabbage
is now a banned plant

TWO years ago I planted a scraggy yew
and it has transformed itself into a rather
good specimen. I am now keen to shape it
into a pyramid. This will allow light into the
lower branches and give me more chance
of success. Create a top heavy shape and
the lower branches will suffer, due to lack
of light, plus the plant will be more prone to
damage by heavy snow.

On a recently planted yew the rule is not to
cut the top off the plant until it has reached
the height you desire. My specimen is as tall
as I want it now so I’ve enjoyed giving it a 
clip and will do so again in October. 

Tree ferns
Not sure what to plant
down a damp, shady
side return? Try
tree ferns. Martyn
transforms his with
a pair of these leafy 
exotics.

Transplanting
perennial
Martyn digs up and
divides an out of control 
agapanthus.

Shade loving basket
Martyn shows how hanging baskets 
aren’t just for sunny spots. 

IT seems the American skunk cabbage,
Lysichiton americanus is now a plant
banned by the European Union. As
from this year it can no longer be bred,
transported, sold or exchanged. The reason
for this is that it has grown out of control
in the New Forest in Hampshire and out
competed native plants.

In our garden here it is under control.
However, if you have a large patch, the
advice is to dig up the rhizomes, leave
them to dry out and then compost them. If
you grow it then you don’t need to remove
it from your garden, but you do need to
act responsibly. It is an offence to actively
encourage the spread.

To stay up to date on plants like this refer 
to�plantlife.org.uk.

Yew will be trained

It may be small but this
single is big on impact 

with Martyn Cox 

AG’s city gardener
Next

week

Yew can be
clipped up to
three times a
year – early
summer,
mid-summer
and autumn
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Thepatiowouldnot be completewithout gaggles of pelargoniums, providing colourand
scent all summer long.Hazel Sillver takes a closer lookat these belovedpot plants

M
OST gardeners rely on
pelargoniums to provide 
splashes of colour on
windowsills and patios

throughout the summer, and many of 
us have a soft spot for them.

“Experience has taught me that people
who do not like geraniums have something
morally unsound about them,” wrote the
author Beverley Nichols. “Sooner or later
you will find them out; you will discover
that they drink, or steal books, or speak
sharply to cats. Never trust a man or a
woman who is not passionately devoted 
to geraniums.”

Like most of us, Nichols referred to
pelargoniums as ‘geraniums’, but in fact
they are not true geraniums. The real
geraniums are cranesbills (such as our
native Geranium pratense). Pelargonium is
a separate plant group, although the 

flowers are similar, and the two types
belong to the Geraniaceae family.

There are over 200 species of
pelargoniums, most of which are native to 
southern Africa. They were brought to 

Europe in the 17th century, and gradually
gained popularity. In Victorian England
they were grown en masse on the terraces
and in the glasshouses of stately homes.

Pelargoniums are divided into groups.
Most of us are familiar with the ubiquitous 

“It’s worth trying
some of the more

unusual ones” 

Pelargoniums
Summer’s No 1 bedding plants

Use wall rings to
create a Spanish-style
pelargonium display 

Zonal types, which we grow in pots on the
patio. But there are lots more pelargoniums
to discover. Many of the old Victorian forms 
are not widely grown today, which is a
shame because so many of them boast great 
colour, shape, foliage and scent.

“I love the diversity of pelargoniums,”
says Heather Godard-Key of Fibrex, a
specialist pelargonium nursery. “You can
never get bored with them. They’re easy 
and such value for effort and space.”

Some of the best for terracotta pots on
the patio include the Decorative types
(such as the pink and black ‘Ashby’) and the 
Unique types (such as the red and black
‘Crimson Unique’), which both date back to
Victorian times. Heather recommends also 
trying some of the Angel types: “The
Pansy-Faced pellies are gorgeous. Start off
with something robust and easy, such as 
the two-tone ‘Quantock Perfection’, 
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and pot them up ready for putting
outdoors at the end of May



14 MAY 2016 AMATEUR GARDENING  31

INACONSERVATORY

Pelargoniums will overwinter in a
frost-free conservatory, and flower
all year round (intermittently) so
why not start a collection, just like
the Victorians did in glasshouses? 

INPOSHPLANTERS

You can bed out most pelargoniums, but Regals, Species, Angels
and Miniatures fare best in containers. Bold varieties, such as 
‘Bushfire’ (shown here) look stunning in elegant planters. 

INATABLETOPPLANTER

The increasingly popular Regal pelargoniums often have frilly
petals and bold colours – for instance ‘Aldwyck’, and ‘Margaret 
Soley’ (shown here) are both loud purples. 

5 ways to grow pelargoniums 

INHANGINGBASKETS

The popular trailing Ivy-Leaved
forms, such as ‘Cascade Red’
(shown here) are the best
pelargoniums for hanging baskets.
Pair them with clouds of lobelia. 

ONAWINDOWSILL

Go for Miniatures, Angels, Regals and
Ivy-leaved depending on the size of
your windowbox, but all must be
overwintered somewhere frost-free 
unless you live in a mild area.  

A
ll

 M
ar

ia
n

n
e 

M
aj

er
u

s



32 AMATEUR GARDENING 14 MAY 2016

which puts on a great show.”
The scented-leaved pelargoniums are

fantastic as well - available in a wide range
of scents: orange (‘Prince of Orange’), mint
(‘Islington Peppermint’), sherbet (‘Lady
Scarborough’), rose (‘Sweet Mimosa’),
lemon (‘Annsbrook Beauty’), cola (‘Cola
Bottles’) and more, they are a delight for
the senses. Some, such as the wonderful
balsamic ‘Royal Oak’, will fill the air around
them with scent, whereas others require
you to bury your nose in them or rub the
leaves between your fingers. A great idea
– if you have children or grandchildren – is
to buy lots of different varieties and plant a
scratch ‘n’ sniff border!

Many pelargoniums are at home in the
herb garden. The scented-leaved forms 

can be used in the kitchen: garden and
cookery writer Sarah Raven recommends
using the leaves of ‘Attar of Roses’ to make
blackberry and apple pie, and the citrus-
scented leaves of ‘Cy’s Sunburst’ to make
herbal tea. And some pelargoniums are
grown for their medicinal properties – the
elegant Pelargonium sidoides, for instance, 
is used in cold and flu preparations.

It’s easy to become addicted to collecting 
the older varieties, and the species. At
Calke Abbey in Derbyshire, the National
Trust garden team source old beautiful
pelargoniums to display outside in the
plant theatre and in the glasshouse.

“‘Lady Plymouth’, from 1800, is lovely,” 
says Calke gardener Jules Mitchell, “-
wonderful leaves and rose pink flowers.  
I’d also recommend the easy white
P. tomentosum from 1790, which has 
velvety mint-scented leaves.”

In general, pelargoniums are some of the 
easiest plants to grow. But there are a
couple of secrets to getting the best out of 
them, says Heather.

“Pinch out shoots when the plant is
young, to produce a plant with a nice
shape. It’s also important to feed them
(with tomato food) every time you water
them in the growing season.” Follow both
these rules and you will be rewarded with
bushy floriferous pelargoniums, blazing 
with colour all summer long. ■

Overwinter or propagate?
Q If you look after your pelargoniums
and overwinter them indoors,
they should keep for several years.
However, if you don’t have room
to overwinter them, it’s easy and 
enjoyable to take cuttings. 

PelargoniumsTOP 5

PINK

‘Pink Capricorn’
produces beautiful
pink flowers for
months on end and
has silky soft leaves
that smell of roses
and lemons. H23in
(60cm). It has a
fulsome habit that 
gently trails. 

TWO-TONED 
‘Quantock
Perfection’ is a
vigorous Angel
pelargonium that
produces masses
of cheering bright
two-toned
magenta and shell 
pink flowers.
H19in (50cm). 

RED

‘Mystery’ is a big
bushy Unique
pelargonium that
produces heart-
stopping velvet
wine-red flowers
with black
throats above
bright green leaves. 
H39in (1m) 

CLARET

P. sidoides is a gem,
producing non-stop 
delicate dark
crimson flowers
above silver-green
foliage. Pair with
‘Lord Bute’ and
‘Mystery’ for
smouldering impact. 
H7in (20cm). 

WHITE

P. australe
Tasmanian Form –
“Utterly gorgeous
and far removed
from the normal
bedding types,” says
Heather. “A cascade
of white flowers
and dark leaves.” 
H6in (15cm).

Don’t be afraid to snip your pelargoniums for
blooms for the vase– the plant will re-flower

Whenpottingup

pelargoniums,don’toverpot

astheydon’t likealotofcold

compostaroundtheirroots.

Useasoil-basedcompost 

John Innes No 2

TopTip
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Where to buy

Fibrex
	01789 720788,�fibrex.co.uk

Sarah Raven
	0345 092 0283,�sarahraven.com

Wootten’s
	01502 478258,�woottensplants.com
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The latest stories from around the UK
Gardening News

A
TV production company is looking
for Amateur Gardening readers to
take part in a new prime-time
makeover series for Channel 4.

Media firm Betty has signed-up Alan
Gardner, who made his debut as The Autistic 

Gardener last year, to front the new
programme, which currently has the
working title of The Avant Gardener.

Pink-haired designer Alan, who has
Asperger syndrome, won praise from critics 
for his previous series, which drew over 
1.3million viewers.

Medal-winning
Alan is known for creating medal-winning
gardens at the RHS Chelsea, Hampton Court
and Tatton Park flower shows.

Now, producers are looking for three
gardens which Alan could treat to a
“spectacular garden redesign” for the new
series. They say it will result in “unique, fun 
and functional gardens”.

Potential gardens can be located
anywhere in the UK, and the series is due to
be broadcast this autumn.

A spokeswoman said: “Alan designs high
concept gardens and traditional landscapes,
and attributes his unique perspective to his
Asperger syndrome, which has given him a 

Got a story? call 01202 440848

or email marc.rosenberg@timeinc.com

New tomato ‘ideal for beginners’

heightened understanding of complex
patterns and shapes.

“The gardens we are looking to feature
must be a minimum of 240 square metres,
in need of a full redesign and be available
during summer 2016. Home-owners should 
be open to being on television.”

Alan’s designs
Assistant producer Jessica Howe told AG

that producers will pay for the labour and
Alan’s designs – but successful home-
owners will be required to fork out for
materials which, says production firm Betty,
represents
“a fraction of the cost that a project like 
this would normally involve.”

Channel 4
on lookout
for gardens
AG readers and their gardens
could star on makeover show

Spectacular designs: Channel 4
makeover expert Alan Gardner

Tomato ‘Montello’

A SEED firm has teamed up with the
National Vegetable Society (NVS) to develop
a new tomato – which is being launched to
gardeners this spring.

Tomato ‘Montello’ is an F1 hybrid bush
type. Introduced by Marshalls, it crops from
mid to late-summer.

A spokeswoman said: “It’s thoroughly 
versatile in the garden and kitchen.
‘Montello’ can be grown in baskets,
containers or growing bags inside or
outdoors, producing a neat bush around 3ft
(90cm) with masses of trusses of fruit.

“You don’t even need to pinch out the side
shoots, making this salad, eating and
cooking tomato perfect for beginners to try.”

The company says the variety is
“delicious eaten straight from the plant or
added to salads, and also reduces well
when added to the pan, making excellent
rich Bolognese sauces and soups”.

Marshalls and the NVS has developed a
special class for ‘Montello’ at the Malvern 
Autumn Show, which takes place in
Worcestershire (24-25 September).

Gardeners will have the opportunity to
exhibit their tomatoes and win five cash
prizes of up to £250.

Tomato ‘Montello’ costs 50p for a pack
of seeds or £6.95 for three plants. Visit
�marshalls-seeds.co.uk or call	 (0844) 
557 6700 for details.

Jessica added: “Gardens don’t have to be
completely run-down, but they should be in
need of revival, or perhaps the owner wants 
to give the garden a new purpose.”

AG readers who are interested should
apply without delay.

Email� gardening@betty.co.uk or call 
	 (0207) 290 0206 to get involved.

“He has a heightened
understanding of

complex patterns”
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On Beechgrove: Jim McColl sows a lawn from
scratch and Carole Baxter grows micro-salads and
mini-chillies. BBC2 Scotland, 7.30pm, Thursday 12
May (national: BBC2, Sunday 15 May, times vary).
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On GQT: Christine Walkden, Matthew Wilson and
Bunny Guinness join GQT chairman Eric Robson in
West Suffolk. Tune in to BBC Radio 4 at 3pm on Friday 
13 May (repeated at 2pm on Sunday 15 May).

Welsh gardens launch spring festival

A BLOOMIN’
BAD WEEK

A BLOOMIN’
GOOD WEEKGARDENS across north Wales

are set to throw open their
gates to visitors in a “major
new festival”.

The first Festival of Gardens
North Wales will see 22 sites
open across Anglesey, Conwy,
Gwynedd, Powys and
Wrexham between 28 May 
and 5 June.

Spring plants
Plant-hunter Roy Lancaster
will launch the festival, which
has been timed to coincide
with late-flowering spring
plants such as rhododendrons,
azaleas, magnolias, tulips and
flowering cherries.

Managing director of North
Wales Tourism, Jim Jones, said:
“North Wales has some of the
most stunning gardens in the
UK and this event is about
bringing them together and 

Gardeners urged to count the bees
GARDENERS are being urged to
get in a buzz about bees and
count pollinators in gardens.
The Great British Bee Count
starts on 19 May and runs 
until 30 June.

Allotments
Organiser Friends of the Earth
(FoE) and sponsorWaitrose are
encouraging people to use a
free smartphone app to study 
bees in gardens, parks, 

allotments and the countryside.
Around a quarter of Britain’s

267 bee species are believed to
be at risk, with threats including
habitat loss and climate change.

FoE bee campaigner Dave
Timms explained: “Bees aren’t
just an iconic sign of summer.
They are crucial for pollinating 
our crops, food and plants
throughout the year.”

Go to�greatbritishbeecount.
co.uk to take part.

Tree planting
Gardeners at Kew marked the
Queen’s 90th birthday by planting a
tree. The Diospyros virginianawas
planted on Kew’s Orangery Lawn.

Healthy living
Having a garden or allotment can
help you to live for longer, reports
a study at the Harvard Chan School 
of Public Health in America.

Peace and quiet
It won’t go down a treat with
readers who enjoy the sound of
birdsong: over half of Brits listen 
to music while gardening.

Garden birds
Blackbirds and song thrushes
declined by 38 and 89 per cent
respectively since 1979, according 
to The Big Garden Birdwatch.

Many gardens will feature
rhododendrons in bloom

showing them off to as many
people as possible.”

Over 100 special events are
planned over the festival’s
nine days, including gardening
talks, plant sales, garden tours,
photographic workshops and 

musical concerts.
Gardens taking part include

Plas Brondanw, Crug Farm
Plants, Gwydir Castle and the
Dingle Garden.

Go to� gardensnorthwales.
co.uk/events for details.
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THE cold spring has prompted
experts to urge gardeners to
continue feeding wild birds.

The chilly April is likely to
result in a shortage of insects
and plants that normally form
a sizeable chunk of birds’
natural diets. This has come at
a critical time, when birds try
to breed and rear their young.

Wildlife expert Matt Brash
said: “We’ve had a rollercoaster 
ride of changeable weather 

Bees: numbers falling

Cold spring leaves wild birds hungry
this spring, which has seen
snow and freezing conditions
overnight.

“This could prevent insects
such as beetles, caterpillars,
and grubs from emerging out
of hibernation. It could also
mean that vegetation that
birds would normally feed
from at this time of year has
not grown.”

The warning was issued by 
bird food firm Peckish.

Carry on feeding birds

Gardeners’

Question

Time

this week

The

Beechgrove

Garden

this week
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QWhen I bought my house in 1975
there was a healthy camellia in the

garden. Now it’s yellow and weak, with few
flowers and leaves. Has it reached the end
of its life or does it need feeding? Should
I admit defeat, take it out and plant a new 
camellia in its place?
Steven Perrin (via email)

A Camellias can grow for many years.
Yours, which was thriving when you

bought the house in the 70s, should have
plenty of life left in it.

However, the description of your plant
sounds like it has classic symptoms of
lime-induced chlorosis, where the leaves
become yellow or bleached. Plants can
become sickly, and in severe conditions,
fail to flower and eventually die.

You should prune all the shoots down
to 3ft (1m), as soon as possible after any
flowers have gone over. Then apply a
fertiliser suitable for ericaceous plants, and

mulch the area with leaf mould or acid-
based compost.

If you decide to plant a new camellia in
the same spot or nearby, plant between
early-spring and late-summer in
reasonably well-drained soil which is
lime-free. Camellias prefer light-shade or
a sheltered position with a south–westerly 
to north aspect.

Remember that camellias are like
magnolias: susceptible to early frost
damage. So position plants away from full
early-morning sun and drying winds.

Improving non-peaty or sandy soils with
leaf-mould will help to maintain adequate
moisture levels in the summer and will
help to keep the pH at a desirable low level.

Feeding with an acid-based fertiliser
annually in early summer is useful, but
do not apply any later then August as it
can result in too much soft growth being
produced, which is likely to be damaged by 
severe winter weather.

Why does my camellia look sickly?

Christine’s expert 
camellia advice

QAlways soak root balls of new plants
overnight in rainwater before planting.
It’s important that the entire volume of
soil is wet, to allow good establishment.

Q Every spring apply a dressing of
chelates or sequestrene of iron, at the
manufacturers’ recommended rate.
These treatments will help to reduce
the possibility of iron deficiency, which 
is common in camellias.

QRemember to water well from July to
September, when flower buds are being
initiated. Being short of water does not
prevent buds forming, but they can form
incorrectly or drop off before fl owering.

With a bit of TLC, camellias will
carry on fl owering for many years
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Follow Christine Walkden’s Masterclass on growing camellias
Ask Christine!

When do I prune a camellia?
Camellias require little pruning other then
cutting back straggly shoots. If this is carried
out on a regular annual basis along with dead-
heading flowers immediately after they have
gone over, the plant should be bushy and well-
balanced. This is better than carrying out heavy 
pruning infrequently.
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Q I am taking my tulip and daffodil bulbs out of my garden, to put my summer plants
in. I also put a lot of primulas and primroses in, and I don’t want to compost them. 

Can I plant all of these up in pots, or in the garden for next year?  
Mrs C Hillas (via email)

A Now that your daffodils, tulips,
primulas and primroses have finished

flowering and you wish to replace them
with summer bedding, you can lift them
and replant them in another part of the
garden or in pots, to finish growing.

Daffodils and tulips enjoy a sunny, well-
drained site. When leaves have withered,
remove bulbs and store them in boxes of 

dry soil to keep them plump. Replant the
daffodils in August and tulips in October
where you wish them to flower next year.

As for the primulas and primroses,
consign them to a cool, lightly shaded
corner of the garden where they can
continue growing throughout summer.
In autumn, plant them where you want 
them to bloom next spring.

What can I do with faded spring bulbs?

Saving acers from blackfl y

QMy three Japanese acers are
covered in what looks like blackfly. 

What should I do?
Evelyn Fordyce

A Blackfly are normally active later
in the year, so perhaps you have a

warm, sheltered garden.
Richard Jackson’s Plant Invigorator

should control them. If it doesn’t work,
spray the trees with BugClear for Fruit
& Veg. Based on rape seed oil which
clogs the creatures’ breathing pores, it is
usually very effective at eradicating all 
types of aphid.

Q Help! My garlic, planted in November,
grew well during the winter, but now 

its leaves are covered in ‘rust’ disease. 
Ursula Riniker

A Sadly there is no control for rust
disease on garlic. Also affecting

onions, leeks and other members of the
onion clan, its bright orange spore clusters
cripple leaves. Luckily, if the outbreak is
not severe, bulbs do remain edible.

In future, plant garlic cloves where this
crop has not been grown before, and work
in 1/2oz per sq yd (14g per sq m) of sulphate
of potash before planting or sowing (potash 
increases a plant’s resistance to this
disease). Bin or burn infected foliage.

Garlic rust

Freckles in winter

Q Is there a clematis that flowers in
winter to brighten up the garden?

Nancy Morris (via email)

A There is an evergreen clematis called
‘Freckles’ that produces attractive pale

flowers with red speckles in the winter,
usually between October and February. It is
dormant in the summer, and likes a sunny 
spot that is sheltered from cold winds.

With experts John Negus, Anna Toeman and Dr Jane Bingham

Ask Christine!

EMAILUS:
amateurgardening@timeinc.com

EXPERTSHELPLINE:

	0843 168 0200 (12 to 1pm weekdays)

WRITETOUS:

Ask Christine,
Amateur Gardening magazine,
Westover House, West Quay
Road, Poole, Dorset BH15 1JG

AG Expert hotline
	 0843 168 0200

Call weekdays
from 12-1pm Calls cost 5p per minute from a BT landline, call costs from other networks may be higher.*
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‘Freckles’ brings
winter colour

Move finished daffs and tulips
elsewhere to fi nish their growing cycle

There are several
effective controls 
for blackfl y
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There are no chemical
controls for garlic rust
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Alien ladybirds give cause for concern

Q I saw this large ladybird in the garden
and had to take a picture. Can you tell

me if it is the toxic one?
Emily Terry, Deeside Clwyd

A It is possible that the ladybird you
spotted in your garden is a Harlequin.

There are more than 100 colour pattern
varieties in ladybirds, but it seems
significant on this one that the markings
are blotches rather than neat dots. If it
was considerably larger than a “normal” 

QWhy has my blueberry produced
these instead of flowers?

Gill Welton (via email)

A Regrettably, your plant is not a
blueberry but a British native

called sallow or goat willow (Salix
caprea), whose leaves are similar to
those of a blueberry. It will become a 
shrubby tree.

Pot veg: If you don't have space for a vegetable garden,

don't forget that you can grow many types (including carrots,

lettuce, onions and even tomatoes) in patio containers.
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Harlequins are large ladybirds

Echium worries

Q I have an Echium pininana ‘Blue
Steeple’ which I covered over for

winter, but I fear some damage may have
occurred to the crown. There are several
shoots growing and I wondered whether
they will all send up 3ft (1m) flowers?  
Phillip Mills, Derby

A Echium pininana ‘Blue Steeple’ (also
known as giant viper's bugloss) is an

arresting biennial or short-lived perennial. 
I think you have done well to bring it
through the winter.

In ideal conditions, it will develop one or
more 12ft (3.6m) spikes of blossom. I think
yours will flourish and please you with
several shorter flowering cones.

Blooming in late summer, these plants
make an awe-inspiring focal point and will, 
I know, be admired by all.

Echium pininana

Q Is it true that crushed eggshells
added to compost help to grow 

healthier tomatoes?
Miriam Thomas, Scunthorpe

A It’s a new one to us, but it is true
that eggshells contain calcium,

which benefits healthy plant growth.
A lack of calcium can cause blossom
end rot in tomatoes, so eggshells may 
help reduce it.

QWhy a
leaves

my newly-
emerged
runner
beans
yellowish?
Adrienne Sm

(via email)

A It is lik
due to the cold. Runner beans

aren’t cold hardy, so cover your plants
with some fine fleece or some clear
plastic, particularly at night when
temperatures drop. In another couple
of weeks, they should grow away fine.
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Quick

Questions

& Answers 

ladybird, this is another way to identify it.
The Harlequin ladybird, although

ostensibly like our native species, is
actually a great cause for concern because
it can quickly out-compete our native
ones for food and habitats. Like our native
species it eats aphids, but when food is in
short supply it can turn its attentions to
useful garden creatures – such as ladybird
larvae – and butterfly eggs and caterpillars.

Visit�harlequin-survey.org for more
details, and to add your own comments.

Goat willow in fl ower

Eggshells add calcium to the soil
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T
HE sweet smell of success with
roses, shrubs and annuals is yours
with the help of an entire range of
weed, feed and control products

from organic specialists Neudorff. From
granular and liquid fertilizers to bug and
larvae killer and revitalising sprays, all
incorporate natural active ingredients
to keep your prize blooms in tip-top
condition. This week AG has teamed up
with Neudorff to give 22 lucky readers
the chance to win a pack each of all four
products worth £23.45.

For more information on Neudorff visit 
�neudorff.co.uk

Organic Rose

& Shrub Plant Food

Encourage strong rose

plant growth with this

solid fertiliser made

from organic materials

and containing

mycorrhiza fungi and

soil-improving

micro-organisms.

Comes in handy 750g

(£3.99rrp) and 2kg

(£5.99rrp) packs.

Rose Vitaliser

Contains fatty acids

and algae extracts for

strong, healthy growth

and gorgeous flowers

that are less susceptible

to disease. The 500ml

trigger bottle (£4.49rrp)

can be used on

ornamental and edible

plants without causing

harm to bees and other 

benefi cial insects.

Pyrol Bug & Larvae

Killer for Roses

Works with a natural

active ingredient against

aphids, spider mites,

white fly, thrips and a

variety of sucking and

biting insects as well

as larvae and eggs. The

500ml trigger bottle

(£3.99rrp) can also be

used on veg, fruits as

well as ornamentals.

Organic Rose Feed

Ensures roses are

big, bright, and

beautiful thanks to

a combination of

vitamins, enzymes and

vegetation supporting

substances. This liquid

compound fertiliser

in a 1ltr concentrate

bottle (£4.99rrp) will 

make 200ltrs of 

rose feed. 

WIN organic plant care
sprays and feeds

Use of personal details: entering this competition indicates your consent to be added to the regular Amateur

Gardening newsletters and that Time Inc. (UK) Ltd. and its partners may contact you about relevant products

or services and research via email. You can opt out at any time via the unsubscribe messages in the emails you 

are sent.

Amateur Gardening, published by Time Inc. (UK) Ltd. will collect your personal information to process your entry and to gain a better understanding of our
magazine readership.

Amateur Gardening and Time Inc. (UK) Ltd. would like to contact you by post or telephone to promote and ask your opinion on our magazines and services.
Please tick here if you prefer not to hear from us. Q

Time Inc. (UK) Ltd. may occasionally pass your details to carefully selected organisations so they can contact you by telephone or post with regards to 
promoting and researching their products and services. Please tick here if you prefer not to be contacted. Q

Fill in this coupon and send it to: May 2016 Treasure Hunt,

Natalie Paszkowski, Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, 3rd Floor, Pinehurst 2,

Pinehurst Road, Farnborough Business Park, Farnborough, GU14 7BF.

Picture Your answer

A is on page...

B is on page...

C is on page...

D is on page...
 

Entries to reach us by Friday 3 June 2016.

14 May 2016/AG Treasure Hunt

May2016 Treasure Hunt

Email

Amateur

PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS

Name

(Mrs/Miss/Ms/Mr/Title)

Address

Postcode

Telephone Date of birth

Treasure Hunt
Neudorffproductsworth

£515

TERMS AND CONDITIONS Use of personal details: Entering this competition indicates your consent
to be added to the regular Amateur Gardening newsletters and that Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, and its partners
may contact you about relevant products or services and research via email. You can opt out at any
time via the unsubscribe messages in the emails you are sent. Closing date for entries is Friday 3
June 2016. All entries must be on the official entry form, no photocopies accepted. Entries received
mutilated, illegible, altered, incomplete or not complying exactly with the rules and instructions will
be disqualified. No responsibility can be accepted for entries lost or delayed in the post or elsewhere.
No correspondence will be entered into and entry implies acceptance of the rules as final and legally
binding. Employees of Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, Neudorff and their relatives are not eligible for entry. The 
prize is non-transferable and is as listed – no cash alternative. 

TO ENTER: For your chance to win simply track down the four

images below in this issue of Amateur Gardening, fill in the coupon

telling us which page each one appears on and send to: May 2016

Treasure Hunt, Natalie Paszkowski, Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, 3rd Floor,

Pinehurst 2, Pinehurst Road, Farnborough Business Park, Farnborough, 

GU14 7BF. Entries to reach us by Friday 3 June 2016.

A

C D

B

Be kind to shrubs and roses 
with Neudorff and enjoy
naturally beautiful results 

* Use plant protection products safely. Always read 
the label and product information before use.
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Quality tools offer

*Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. P&P is £4.95 per order. ‘Was’ pricing refers to original selling prices offered on promoter’s website cjoffers.co.uk, and in their
retail store between 01/02/16 and 01/05/16. Offer subject to availability and open to UK mainland only. Please allow 7 working days for delivery. Return faulty/unused goods in resealed original
packaging for a refund or replacement within 30 days. Please note that postage is not refunded on unsuitable items or cancelled orders. Cards will be charged by, and your contract for supply of 
goods, is with BVG Airflo, a company wholly independent of Amateur Gardening, published by Time Inc. (UK) Ltd.

To order, call ✆ 0871 911 7011 quoting 61193

*

 

Or visit� clifford-james.co.uk/61193 

Garden Gear Cordless 
18V Grass Trimmer

Webb Hand-Push 
Lawn Mower

Amateur

ONLY
£59.99WAS £99.99

ONLY
£79.99

18V Cordless Electric Trimmer
Ideal for larger gardens, and those hard to reach areas, this amazing

hedge trimmer has all the features to achieve a professional and

manicured finish with ease. Powered by an 18V lithium-ion battery,

it provides complete cordless freedom, weighs just 4kg and provides

up to 20-30 minutes of continuous operation on a full charge, putting an

end to dangerous cables.

Powering through stems up to 14mm in diameter, with its 41cm razor sharp

double-action reciprocating blade, the head is also angle adjustable through

120 degrees and locks in 5 cutting positions.

Providing an impressive 1.7m reach, this can be extended to a massive 2.6m

to allow you to trim high hedge tops without balancing on a ladder when you

buy our optional extension pole. The trimmer comes complete with installed

lithium-ion battery, two point safety system and charger. Charge the battery

for four hours before use. Also available is an additional battery to allow you to 

work for longer periods without delay.

QAngle adjustable head prevents twisting and stooping

QThe optional extension pole handle (available for just £9.99) gives you a

massive 2.6m reach, allowing you to trim even the tallest of hedges with your

feet safely on the ground

QQuality 18V lithium-ion battery for light weight and extra-long running time

Get your garden back in shape

after winter with this versatile

18V cordless grass trimmer.

The 23cm cutting width will

deal with brambles, weeds

and overgrown grass easily

and there’s a detachable wheel

guide to make tricky and time-

consuming tasks a breeze.

The lightweight design has a

durable aluminium shaft which

is telescopic (can be extended

from 95 to 115cm) for the perfect 

working height and is angle-

adjustable for ease of use.

Its long-lasting lithium ion

battery means more power for

longer, and there are none of the

maintenance costs associated

with petrol versions. There are

no cables to untangle or trip

over either. Includes charger

and charging base. CODE: D7389

Spare battery  £29.99 CODE: 

D7392

Cordless electric trimmer £79.99 - CODE: D5941

Spare battery £34.99 - CODE: D5941-BATT

Pole for trimmer £9.99 - CODE: D5941-POLE  

100ml lubricating oil £5.99 - CODE: D8211

Achieve a perfectly manicured

lawn with the manually

operated lawnmower from

Webb. With no trailing wires,

it’s safe to use, eco-friendly,

satisfyingly quiet and costs

nothing to run. With five blades

on a cylindrical cutting head, the

Webb lawnmower cuts cleanly

and evenly without tearing the

grass. The result is healthier,

thicker and more resilient lawn

growth that is more resistant to

disease and weeds. The added

bonus is the built-in roller,

which will leave professional

looking stripes on your lawn.

Comes complete with generous

18 litre collection bag and is

supplied with a manufacturers

two year guarantee. Weighs

11.1kg and the overall width

is 33cm. The height of cut is

adjustable from 13mm-23.5mm.  

CODE: D6404

ONLY
£79.99WAS £129.99
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M
AY is the busiest
month for planting
and it’s essential
to protect delicate

plants from slugs and snails.
As many gardeners like to
use barriers because they are
organic we’ve trialled six non-
chemical products and found
that all the systems worked
well. So your choice is going
to be down to personal taste,
budget and even appearance
– all of which were taken into
account in the fi nal fi ndings.

We set up a three-week
‘outdoor larder’ in three
different gardens, using young
lupins and lettuce plants. Prior
to establishing our samples the
soil was thoroughly checked for
slugs to ensure none would be
lurking inside the barriers.

The products act as either
a physical barrier or as an
uncomfortable surface for slugs
to cross. Some would also be
suitable for pots, and the ground 
cover mulch types also offer
protection against root fl ies.

Man the barricades! Consumer editor Julia
Heaton looks at controls for slimy pests

Slug barriers

Features�����
Small pellets derived from the British
wool-industry. Used as a mulch they
work by pulling slime off a slug’s foot.
Natural and organic, these pellets are
weed-supressing, moisture-retaining and
eventually biodegrade to supply slow-
release nutrients. For pots and borders. 

Performance�����
Following instructions, we applied a 4in
(10cm) wide layer around each plant then
watered. The pellets swelled to form a
thick mat and were by far the most natural
looking, eco-friendly of the bunch with 
added plant health benefi ts to boot. 

Value�����
Better looking than the Slug Stop granules
and the long-term benefi ts would seem to 
outweigh the cost.

Tried&tested
We try before you buy

Vitax Slug Gone Wool 
Pellets 3.5kg
£7.95  P&P £4.95

	 0845 602 3774

�  greenhousesensation.co.uk 
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Features�����
Beautifully made copper rings with a
rolled top. Designed as a physical barrier
in open ground, giving slugs a shock if
they try to cross. Each ring pulls apart for
easy installation. Large size: D. 7in (18cm); 
H. 2in (5cm).

Performance�����
Simple and quick to push into the soil
(checking for slugs first). There’s no doubt
these were the easiest to use and most
attractive, taking on a pleasant looking
brown patina after a few weeks. Very easy 
to pull apart and move to another site 
when required.

Value�����
At around a fiver each, you may wish to
buy as an investment to devote to only 
your most precious plants.

Original Slug Copper 
Rings (6 large)
£25.95  P&P £4.95

	 0333 400 1500

� harrodhorticultural.com

Score

11
15 

Features�����
Small, decorative granules. Used as
mulch they are designed to be rough and
uncomfortable for slugs to cross. Plus,
they absorb water from the slug’s body.
Non-toxic, 100 per cent natural, ideal for 
borders and pots.

Performance�����
Applied a 1in (2cm) thick layer around
plants, it looked like small sharp pieces of
gravel. Swelling and lightening in colour
after rain, the resulting ‘mush’ didn’t look
as attractive. Although the granules didn’t
return to their original state when dried 
out, they still acted as a barrier. 

Value�����
Easy to use and versatile for the whole
garden, but don’t have the extra benefi ts 
provided by the wool pellets.

Growing Success
Slug Stop Non-Toxic
Granules 4kg £5.99 RRP

Available at a variety of garden retailers.

	  028 8772 7500

Score

10
15 
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lopper
9 RRP

	 01753 547790 for stockists

� Further details�darlac.com

Make cutting even easier and reduce
the possibility of twisting while pruning,
thanks to the compound action on this
heavy duty lopper from Darlac.

What’s new in gardening gear

Copper Slug mat £6.49 P&P £3.48

Features�����
Fabric ground-cover, size 71in x 20in
(1.8m x 0.5m), impregnated with
copper to stop slugs reaching plants.
Can be cut to size, placed under
pots or slits made to plant through.
Permeable, retains moisture and 
keeps down weeds.

Performance�����
Slightly fiddly to plant through but
it didn’t take long. Very versatile for 
use around the whole garden.

Value�����
Reusable, long-lasting, ideal for large areas, pots and raised beds. 

New products

ant support rings
£8.50 p&p £4.90
	 01844 217060� henandhammock.co.uk

High tensile wire hoops combi
traditional cleav
ar

2-Way Tap Connector 
£19.99 SRP
Hozelock at garden centres and specialist

retailers.	 0121 313 4242� hozelock.com

A nifty add-on for the garden tap, the
Flowmax™ allows you to fill buckets,
or watering cans, while continuing to
provide water to the 

	 0845 680 0296

�  gardening-naturally.com
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Features�����
A physical barrier incorporating thin
spines under the outer rim. There are
three barricades to choose from – 10in
(25cm) square, or 12 panels per pack that
can be linked together to expand around 
several plants.

Performance�����
Simple to slot together and deep enough
to push a good few inches into the soil.
It’s necessary to thoroughly check the
soil inside the barrier in a large area.
Once in place the green colour looked
quite obtrusive. Of course, this is likely to 
become less obvious as plants grow. 

Value�����
Reusable and versatile in that you
can vary the size of barricade. Fairly 
expensive though. 

Darlac Slug and Snail 
Barricade 3 pack 
£17.95  P&P £3.85

	 01932 878570

�  organiccatalogue.com

Score

12
15 

Features�����
Flexible copper bands expand as the
plants grow and work like a ‘bracelet’
around the base of stems, giving mollusc
a shock. The large size is 8in (20cm) long,
the threads at the ends simply twisting
together to fasten. (Also a small size, 12 for
£10.95).

Performance�����
Very quick and easy to put in place, the
large size is quite long, enough to wrap
around our plants’ stems twice. Because
it worked like a collar it also kept stems
upright and above areas of possible attack. 

Value�����
Re-usable, effective and unobtrusive. The
large size is fairly pricey, so it’s probably
better to try packs of the small, which
seem economical for young plants.

Slug Shields (large size,
6 per pack)
£9.45 P&P £1.85

	 01932 878570

�  organiccatalogue.com
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Next week: We put five

different makes of non-kink

hoses to the test to find the best
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T
HE yellow of winter plants like
aconites, daffodils and forsythia 
provide a welcome shot of
colour after the grey and brown

of winter, but after that yellow then tends
to fade from our gardens. It seems that
yellow is something of a marmite colour.
I once interviewed a lady who said she’d
specifically told a garden designer she
didn’t want any yellow in the garden.
He went ahead and added yellow flowers 
anyway, and now she wouldn’t be 
without it.

But how many of us would name it as our
favourite colour, despite its cheery, sunny 
disposition? Maybe our reluctance to
embrace yellow is driven by a nervousness
because we’re unsure about how to use it. 

Yellow is not the easiest colour to work with, but used in the 
right way it can lighten and brighten, says Louise Curley

Yellow is a primary colour, and at its most
vibrant and bold it can be overpowering. It
can also appear harsh and garish in our
northern hemisphere light, which favours 
paler colours.

From pastels to brights
Yellow, however, can be used to create
excitement in the garden, the bolder tones
adding energy to a border making us feel
uplifted and stimulated. And, if in-your-
face yellow is not your thing, there’s a
whole range of more subtle tints and tones 
to suit your taste and garden, from the
palest creamy-yellows and zesty yellowy-
greens to buttery and lemony hues.

You can bring yellow to your garden in
the classic way using flowers, whether 

that’s bulbs, perennials, shrubs or bedding 
plants, but don’t forget about foliage, 
berries and stem colour too.

The key to incorporating yellow into your
garden is the other colours you pair it with.
The paler, primrose yellows of plants such 
as Sisyrinchium striatum and Phlomis
russeliana work well when planted
alongside the mauve of Verbena rigida, the
purple of Nepeta ‘Six Hills Giant’, the silvery
foliage of Stachys byzantina and the zingy 
greens of euphorbias. If you fancy
something a little bolder, try the half-hardy 
annual Cosmos ‘Xanthos’, with its pale
lemon flowers, planted alongside the rich
blue of Saliva patens or the deep purple of 
Salvia ‘Amistad’.

The bolder yellows of Helenium ‘The
Bishop’ and rudbeckias lend themselves to 
the colours of late summer and early
autumn, combining well with burnt
oranges, deep rich reds and chocolatey 

Yellow works well as an accent plant;Verbascumchaxii

with its upright stems looks great dotted through a border; 

Add sunshine to your garden with

Yellow
flowers
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Bluesandpurplesaretheperfect

colourstocomplementyellow.

Thinkaboutcombiningyour

chosenyellowplantswith

 lavender,Salvianemorosa,  

nepeta,verbena

and alliums 

TopTip

Pink and yellow is a combination
for the daring. Pictured:
Crocosmia ‘Canary Bird’ with
Geranium ‘Patricia’ 
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5 spring yellows to perk up your plot

Phlomis russeliana
Whorls of pale yellow flowers are held
on tall stems. Will flower from May to
September. Works in a mixed or
herbaceous border. Seedheads look
good through winter. H2½ft (90cm).

Epimedium × perralchicum ‘Fröhnleiten’
The delicate primrose-yellow flowers are perfect for lighting
up a shady spot under a tree or shrubs. Pretty evergreen
leaves make this a great ground cover plant. H15in (40cm).

Geum ‘LadyStratheden’
Vivid yellow flowers rise above a mound of green foliage from
mid-May throughout the summer. This perennial is perfect for the 
edge of borders. H23in (60cm).
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Aquilegia chrysantha 
‘YellowQueen’
Bright lemon flowers with dramatic long
spurs are held on thin stems above
bluey-green foliage. Perfect for dappled 
shade gardens. H2½ft (90cm). 

M
ar

ia
n

n
e 

M
aj

er
u

s

Rhododendron luteum
A gorgeous shrub that’s worth
growing if you have the space and
acid soil. Sweet-scented blooms in
late spring, with the added bonus of
good autumn leaf colour. H13ft (4m).



browns. Plant alongside dahlias such as 
‘Hillcrest Royal’ and ‘Sam Hopkins’,
Monarda ‘On Parade’ and Crocosmia

‘Emily Mackenzie’. If you’re brave, use them
with shocking pink asters and salvias.

Pale yellows are perfect for lighting up 
a partially shaded spot. Primroses,
erythroniums and epimediums all work
well under deciduous trees and shrubs and
along the edge of shady borders, whereas
bolder yellows are perfect for sunnier spots.

Now is a great time to add splashes of
yellow to the garden. Garden centres and
plant nurseries will be brimming with
herbaceous perennials and, as the ground
is warming up, now is a good opportunity
to plant them. There’s also still time to plant
up some dahlias and gladioli. Don’t forget 
the specialist nurseries, mail order
companies and online nurseries, which are
perfect for seeking out choice varieties and
finding something a little bit different. Q
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Mail order suppliers 
Crocus� crocus.co.uk

Hayloft�hayloft-plants.co.uk 

Wild Thyme Nursery
�wildthymeplants.co.uk

Thompson & Morgan
� thompson-morgan.com 

6 essential summer yellows

Yellow for patio pots

Cosmos ‘Xanthos’
This recently-introduced annual has
stunning, delicate yellow blooms produced
on compact plants. Great for pots and the
front of borders. Flowers from June to 
October. H23in (60cm).

Achillea ‘Moonshine’
The vibrant sunshine-yellow, flat flower
heads of this achillea work well mixed with
other herbaceous perennials and grasses to
create the popular prairie-style planting. 
H23in (60cm).

Bidens
‘Gold Nuggets’

Golden yellow, double
flowers sit above delicate
foliage. Long-flowering,
with a lax trailing habit. 
H11in (30cm). 

Coreopsis
‘Crème Brulee’

Beautiful ferny foliage
covered with yellow
cosmos-like flowers all
summer long. Great for
pollinators. H17in (45cm).

Begonia
‘Sweet Spice Citrus’  

Butter-yellow double
flowers with a citrusy-rose
fragrance, perfect
for pots or hanging baskets. 
H10in (26cm).

Clematis tangutica
Lantern-like flowers with petals that
resemble lemon peel are followed by
fabulous fluffy seed heads. A vigorous
climber, train it to scramble over a pergola 
or up a sunny wall. H14ft (4.5m).
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4 yellows for late summer and autumn

Berries, foliage and stems

Rosa ‘GrahamThomas’
Fragrant double flowers in golden yellow
with a hint of apricot are produced from
July to September by this shrub rose.
Ideal for cottage garden borders.  
H4½ft (1.4m).

LOOK out for berries, fruit and coloured stems as a way to incorporate yellow into your garden
design for year-round interest. Try the berries of Pyracantha ‘Saphyr Jaune’ or Viburnum opulus
‘Xanthocarpum’ to add a splash of vibrant yellow to your garden in autumn. Plant Cornus sericea
‘Flaviramea’ with its yellowy-green stems in a border that catches the low winter sunshine. The

crab apple, Malus ‘Comtesse de Paris’, produces golden-yellow fruit which remain on the tree
well into winter. And for zesty, yellow foliage plant Philadelphus coronarius ‘Aureus’ in a partially 

shaded spot – it comes with the added bonus of fragrant white flowers.

Helenium ‘TheBishop’

Something a bit different from
the more usual orange
heleniums, this striking yellow
variety would work well
combined with the wiry stems 
of Verbena bonariensis.  
H3ft (1m).

Rudbeckia fulgida 
var. deamii
The orangey-yellow flowers
with dark brown centres
mingle well with late season
salvias. The ideal height for  
the middle of a border.  
H23in (60cm).

Echinacea
‘Mac and Cheese’

A recent introduction with
beautiful, warm yellow petals
and the classic, central orange
cone. Works well with autumn
colours of reds and oranges. 
H23in (60cm).

Dahlia
‘Glorie vanHeemstede’

These water lily-like blooms in
lemon yellow will provide a
glow to late season borders.
Keep deadheading for flowers 
up to the first frosts.  
H4½ft (1.4m).

Hemerocallis lilioasphodelus
Individual custard-yellow, lily-like
flowers might only last for a day, but this
daylily will continue to produce blooms
throughout June. Deadhead spent flowers 
to keep fresh ones coming. H3ft (1m).

Anthemis tinctoria
‘SauceHollandaise’
With its white ruffed, creamy-yellow
flowers, this is the plant for you if you
fancy a subtle yellow. Great for bees  
and butterflies. H23in (60cm).
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The autumn berries
of Viburnum
opulus ‘Xanthocarpum’

Add sunshine to your garden with

Yellow
flowers
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Reader offer

Add accent plants to your garden
Buy our yellow
& blue perennials
collection and receive:  

3 FREE Cerinthe  
major plants
worth £14.50

A larger hardy geranium, which is
smothered with violet-blue large
flowers. Quick growing and an ideal 
groundcover.

Height 31in (80cm)

■ Buy 3 plants for £14.50

Perfect for adding instant height to the
border. An award- winning variety that
emerges lime green and matures to  
golden yellow.

Height 47in (1.2m)

■ Buy 3 plants for £13.50

The unusual azure-blue globes make
a handsome addition to the middle or
back of borders, and are loved by nectar 
searching insects.

Height 35in (90cm)

■ Buy 3 plants for £16.50

Geranium ‘Orion’ Kniphofia ‘Wrexham Echinops ritro ‘Veitch’s Blue’

T
HIS timeless collection
of perennials features
the rarest colour palette
found in flowering plants

– blue and mauve – together
with harmonising and relaxing 
pale yellows.

Inspired by West Dean’s
fabulous walled garden in Sussex, which is
jam packed with exciting plants, including a 
gorgeous blue and yellow border, these
plants offer a sophisticated look.

Plant them side by side in beds and borders
to provide an informal, relaxed tone to the
garden. All are sun-lovers but will cope with
a bit of shade. Cerinthe major is an unusual
hardy annual that reaches 18in (45cm) high. 
It’s adored by bees and butterflies.

QAll plants supplied as young plants and 
delivered in 14 days.

Save over

£40

The blue and yellow
border at West Dean

Gardens, Sussex

Cerinthe major



14 MAY 2016 AMATEUR GARDENING 51

�

(Maestro only)

(Maestro only) 

My card number is

Valid from Expires end Issue no.

I enclose my cheque no………............... Value £………...............
made payable to: Hayloft Plants Ltd. (with your name and address on the back).

To pay by Mastercard/Visa/Maestro (delete as applicable) complete card details below.

PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS

Signature

(Mrs/Miss/Ms/Mr/Title)

Address

Postcode

Telephone Date of birth

Amateur Gardening is published by Time Inc. (UK). Your personal information is collected by Time Inc. (UK) in order to
process your order.

Q Please tick here if you would prefer not to be contacted by Amateur Gardening or Time Inc. (UK) by post or telephone for the purpose of research or
marketing of Time Inc. (UK)’s products or services.

Q Please tick here if you would prefer not to be contacted by other organisations carefully selected by Amateur Gardening or Time Inc. (UK) by post or
telephone for the purpose of research or marketing such organisations’ products or services.

Would you like to receive emails from Amateur Gardening and Time Inc. (UK) containing news, special offers and product and service information and take 
part in our magazine research via email? If yes, please enter your email address below.

Email

14 MAY 2016 / ROAG16-19

Send to: Amateur Gardening Reader Offer, PO Box 2020, Pershore WR10 9BP

 ROAG16-19 OFFER

CODE PRODUCT Price QTY Total

ROAG16-19YPGO03 Greanium ‘Orion’ - 3 plants £14.50

ROAG16-19YPHA03 Hemerocallis ‘Stella de Oro’ - 3 plants £17.50

ROAG16-19YPER03 Echinops ritro ‘Veitch’s Blue’- 3 plants £16.50

ROAG16-19YPKW03 Kniphofia ‘Wrexham Buttercup’- 3 plants £13.50

ROAG16-19YPPS03 Perovskia atriplicif ‘Silvery Blue’- 3 plants £13.50

ROAG16-19YPLS03 Leucanthemum ‘Sonnenschein’- 3 plants £16.50

ROAG16-19YPAC06
Yellow and blue perennials collection - 6 plants
(1 of each) SAVE £9.66 £21.00

ROAG16-19YPAC18
Yellow and blue perennials collection - 18 plants
(3 of each) BULK BONUS BUY - SAVE AN EXTRA £23 £40.00

3 FREE Cerinthe major purpurascens WORTH £14.50 FREE [  ] TICK

Postage and packaging £5.99

 

Amateur

From

Alternatively, please complete the coupon in BLOCK CAPITALS. Remittance
may be made by MasterCard, Visa, Maestro, postal order or cheque (name,
address and ROAG on the back of cheque, please), crossed and made payable to 
Hayloft Plants Ltd. Offer available to UK addresses only.

All plants will be despatched from mid June, unless stated otherwise. Online orders will receive an
order acknowledgement via email with approximate delivery date. Offer closes 30/05/2016.
All items are subject to availability; we reserve the right to send suitable substitutes or for paid for
items, offer a refund. If demand exceeds anticipated volumes for free items, we retain the right to 
replace with products of a similar retail value with no further notice. Offer available to UK
addresses only. Reader Offers cannot be used in conjunction with any other promotions or
discounts. Please tick here if you prefer not to receive offers from any company other than Hayloft. 

How to

order

Q TELEPHONE ORDER LINE
	 01386 426 245, please quote ROAG16-19

Q   ORDER ONLINE at�  hayloftplants.co.uk/ROAG16

Total

Ideal for adding colour
later in the season,
mauve-blue panicles
contrast magnificently
with the silver
shimmering aromatic 
foliage below.

Height 35in (90cm)

■ Buy 3 plants for £13.50

This vigorous, clump-
forming, herbaceous
perennial has glossy,
dark green leaves and
gorgeous large, pale
yellow flowers with
golden-yellow eyes. Its
growth is healthy and 
low maintenance.

Height 3ft (1m).

■ Buy 3 plants for £16.50

Perovskia
atriplicifolia
‘Silvery Blue’

Leucanthemum
‘Sonnenschein’

Creamy, lemon-yellow
large blooms on this
taller variety creates
eye-catching mounds
of thick, fresh, strap-
shaped leaves from
which strong flowering 
stems emerge.

Height 19in (50cm)

■ Buy 3 plants for £17.50

Hemerocallis
‘Stella de Oro’

■ Yellow & blue perennials collection
– 6 plants, 1 of each £21 - SAVE £9.66

■ Yellow & blue perennials collection
– 18 plants, 3 of each £40 - BULK BONUS 
BUY SAVE £23

PLUS 3 FREE Cerinthe major Purpurascens 
(supplied as young plants) worth £14.50

Cardholders call direct:  
	01386 426245
quoting ROAG16-19
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with Jenny Bagshaw

Write to: Jenny Bagshaw, Amateur Gardening Westover House, West Quay Road,

Poole, Dorset BH15 1JG or email: amateurgardening@timeinc.com

Mystery moth I’VE come across a new
way of catching slugs.

We feed the birds half
coconuts and I recently
found one of the empty

shells on the ground with
eight slugs hiding inside.

Since then I’ve found more
every day. I’ll be collecting the shells from
now on and scattering them around the
garden as it’s so easy to dispose of the slugs.
Mrs J Carter, Matlock, Derbys

WHILST on holiday last year we visited a
water park in Turkey, where we found that a
small part of the park had been given over to
the staff to grow fruit and vegetables for use
in the restaurant, and for their own meals.

I thought this was quite an unusual
practice abroad. There were sweetcorn,
aubergines, cucumbers and peppers, to
name but a few of the veg being grown.
Even the resident tortoises enjoyed the food!

The one member of staff I saw tending to
the crops was an English lady who was very 
friendly, knowledgeable and helpful.
Mrs Linda Britton, Solihull, West Midlands

A Turkish
community garden

W
E HAVE just brought your
magazine for the first time and
were particularly impressed with

the junior gardening content, and all the
family projects we found on your website.

Having four children, a garden and an
allotment, your features provided real
inspiration and fresh ideas that we’ll
definitely be putting to good use.

We thought other AG readers might like
to see what our children did in the garden 
this weekend. 

Inspiration for kids
They were tasked with decorating the

patio table. So they chose to use the
deadheaded primrose flowers to mulch
the miniature bay tree, amass the
auriculas and (with help) paint some
Welsh slate from the Easter holidays with
their chosen words and phrases about the
garden. With a lick of varnish, we hope
that these stones will be there for a long 
time, reminding us about what the 
children think is important.
Iona & James Chisholm, Lichfi eld, Staffs

I FOUND this beautiful moth in my
garden last month and thought I’d share 
it with AG readers as I’m not sure 
what it is.
Charlotte Primrose, Lawford, Essex

Jenny says... Our expert John Negus says
it’s an angle shades moth (Phlogophora
meticulosa), on the wing from May to Oct.

Your letters

Star

letter

Readers

Quick

Tips
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I’VE taken to growing some weeds as special specimens.
For example, this two foot tall dandelion is growing against

a south facing wall. I think it has lovely shaped leaves and I’m
looking forward to it flowering. My gardening friends all think 
I’m crazy but I enjoy cultivating my weeds
Anne Young, Teignmouth, Devon

Jenny says... It’s only a flower growing in the wrong place!

I STOPPED to admire the spring bedding
along our seafront recently, which was
just coming into bloom. Then I noticed
workmen ripping it all out and throwing
it in the back of a truck. Why? There were
still loads of buds on the plants and surely
it’s too early for summer bedding to go in?

I don’t blame the men doing the job,
who were perfectly charming - especially
when I asked if I could have some white
daisies. Although delighted to have
rescued a few clumps for my garden, this 
does seem a terrible waste.
Mrs Patsy Davies,
Lee-on-the-Solent, Hants

Waste not want not 

Editor: Tim Rumball
Features editor: Sally Charrett
Gardening editor: Ruth Hayes
Consumer editor: Julia Heaton
News editor: Marc Rosenberg
Art editor: Bob Kemp
Designers: Al Rigger,
Del Shults, Katherine Miller
Editor’s PA/ Admin manager:
Jenny Bagshaw
Picture library: Judith Everitt

Meet the team!

THIS variety of daffodil is named ‘Rip
Van Winkle’ but it’s far from sleepy.

It’s appearance, although bordering
on the unkempt, is most attractive.

It doesn’t seem to mind wind or rain
and whatever the weather conditions,
it seems to bounce back. I’ll certainly 
be growing it again in the future.
John Moorhouse, Stevenage, Herts

Wide awake daff 

Just keep smiling!
WE spent the whole of last weekend
clearing an area of wasteland next to our
house that was full of brambles and nettles
and depressing to look out on.

It was an arduous but rewarding project of
blood (literally), sweat and tears (well
nearly!). The images that kept springing to
my mind and kept me going though were
those of the smiling faces of theAG experts,
who always look as if they’re enjoying
whatever project they’re tackling. If only 
we’d looked like that!
Andrew Rushton, Thelwall, Cheshire

A rose by any other name

Amateur

Our Star Letter wins £40 in National Garden Gift
Vouchers; tip of the week, £10; other letters £5 
(£10 if we use a photo you’ve sent).  

Vouchers can be bought and redeemed at over
2,000 UK outlets offering more than 90,000 garden plants
and products.  Visit�  thevouchergarden.co.uk for details. 

Digi pic

of the

week
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What is it?

A hardy rhizomatous, spreading perennial
that thrives in the wild in light woodland and
Alpine meadows. Broad, lance shaped leaves
of vibrant green, held on short reddish-
brown stalks, appear from April. These are
followed in May by strings of small, pendent,
waxy bell-shaped, richly scented flowers on
an arching stalk above the leaves. Flowers
can be pink (var rosea), and leaves cream-
striped (C. ‘Albostriata’). Height and spread up 
to 12in (30cm). In an ideal spot can be a 
vigorous spreader.

Whygrow it?

This classy little plant has the charm of wood
anemones or bluebells – but beats them both 
because it’s flowers are strongly sweet
scented (anemones have none) and its
foliage is attractive in its own right (which
cannot be said for bluebells). It enjoys moist,
shady areas that can be difficult to populate
with interesting plants. The flowers appear
nicely between the close of the spring
display, and the opening of summer blooms.
The clear white flowers add an eye-catching
brightness to shady areas, and the rich green
foliage a freshness, while the scent on a still 
day hangs thick in the air.

Howto grow it

The rhizomes – also known as ‘pips’, are
notoriously fickle. Ideal conditions include
dappled shade, and a moist, fertile and
humus-rich soil. But the plants sometimes
won’t grow where you plant them – they just
pop up in a place of their choosing. Plant pips
in autumn, 6in (15cm) apart with the growing
tips just below soil level. Mulch in the
autumn with well rotted leaf mould. Water  
in dry spells.

Lily-of-the-valley can be forced indoors for a 
scent-sational early display. Just dig up
rhizomes from an outoor clump in the
autumn, pot them up in John Innes No2 and 
put them on a bright, warm windowsill 
indoors. Keep well watered.

Lily-of-the-valley (Convallaria majalis)
This demure woodland beauty’s sparkling white flowers pack a powerful scent

Plant focus

Sweet posy

Lily-of-the-valley flowers make a
pretty and deliciously scented posy
for a vase indoors. Pick early in the
morning with long stems. Change 
vase water every two days.
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It’s a greattime to pick asweet scented  posy 

Where to buy

J Parker Bulbs ✆0161 848 1100
�jparkers.co.uk
Unwins seeds ✆0844 573 8400
�unwins.co.uk
Thompson & Morgan ✆0844 573 1818 
�thompson-morgan.com
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Aeoniums
W

HEN I was a teenager I used
to pour over the pages of 
Dr D. G. Hessayon’s
House Plant Expert,

memorising botanical names and
expanding my knowledge of plants. The
section on succulents was easily the most
well thumbed, and became the basis for
a huge collection of these plants by my 
early 20s.

Over the years I managed to track down
all of the aloes, crassulas and haworthias
that the good doctor mentioned. Yet one
group of succulents managed to elude me:
aeoniums. Their scarcity made them all the
more desirable, so when I finally laid eyes 
on dark- leaved Aeonium arboreum
‘Atropurpureum’ for sale in a garden in
Cornwall, some twenty later, I snapped it
up immediately. This sparked an intense 
period of tracking down aeoniums,
resulting in a treasured collection of about 
40 different ones.

Mainly native to the Canary Islands,
aeoniums grow in rocky places throughout 
Tenerife, Lanzarote and Gran Canaria,
where they thrive in the well-drained
volcanic soil. A few species can also be 

The architectural shape of these good-looking succulents
contrasts well with bedding plant displays, says Martyn Cox

found in Morocco, Madeira, the Yemen and
the Cape Verde Isles, which lie off the coast 
of West Africa.

For my money, they are the most diverse 
group of succulents around. Some are
multi-branched shrubs grown for their
purple, bronze, green, blue or variegated
rosettes, while others have almost weeping
branches or make a single rosette that’s as
flat as a pancake. A number have rosettes
as large as dinner plates, while others are 
no bigger than a thumbnail.

My old Doc Hessayon book refers to
three different aeoniums – Aeonium 

arboreum ‘Atropurpureum’, Aeonium
tabuliforme and Aeonium arboreum
atropurpureum Schwarzkopf, which now 
goes by the more palatable name of
Aeonium ‘Zwartkop’. Today, the RHS Plant 
Finder lists almost 100. Some garden
centres stock a few, but mail-order
specialists provide greater choice.

Large, mature specimens are available
- from nurseries, gardens or plant shows - 
but most specialist growers supply
aeoniums as young plants in small pots or
even bare rooted. Don’t worry about the 
size. Aeoniums grow fairly quickly, 

Q Propagate plants during spring and
summer to ensure you have a few extras
to replace any losses over winter. Using
a sharp knife, remove a rosette with a
section of stem attached. Let it dry out for
a week and then insert into pots of gritty
compost – no need to put it in a propagator.
Rooted offsets from around the base can 
easily be detached and put in pots.

Jazz up the patio with 

Aeoniums can be placed on the
patio from the end of May when 
all risk of frost has passed  

The yellow flowers
appear in spring

How to propagate aeoniums
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“You’ll have a
sizeable plant

within two years” 

ensuring you’ll have a sizeable plant within
a couple of years.

Their far-flung origins mean aeoniums
will turn to mush at the first sniff of frost,
but that doesn’t mean they need to remain
under cover all year round. Plants are
perfect for displaying outdoors from the
end of May until September. All they need
is a sunny spot and to have their feet in
pots filled with gritty compost, such as 
John Innes No.3.

Aeoniums look particularly good in 

glazed clay, terrazzo or terracotta
containers – a number of different plants
grouped together in pots makes a stunning 
patio feature that evokes a sense of the 
Mediterranean. They hate being
waterlogged, so stand containers on pot
feet, and move them into a dry spot if rain 
is persistent.

Those that grow into large shrubs with
stout stems can be plunged in their pots
into a sunny border. Use them to add a
tropical twist to a display of perennials or
dot among architectural plants in a sub-
tropical border. Among the best for this 

treatment are Aeonium arboreum,
Aeonium undulatum and Aeonium
‘Voodoo’, a dark- leaved variety that can 
grow to 5ft (1.5m) or more.

Growing aeoniums is a doddle. Water
plants once a week during spring and
summer, reducing the frequency of
watering when they are dormant in winter. 
Give them a boost by feeding with a
general purpose pot plant food once every
three weeks during the growing season. 

Plants outside need to be brought
indoors before the first frosts of autumn –
either use them to brighten up a sunny
living room or conservatory, or stash in a
heated greenhouse that has been well
insulated to lock out chilly draughts.

Don’t worry if some of the lower leaves
shrivel up in winter. This is completely
natural. Simply pick them off by hand to 
keep plants looking tidy.Q

The perfect summer patio
combination: aeoniums
and pelargoniums 

3 of the best

Aeonium ‘Zwartkop’
There are many dark aeoniums available,
but this is by far the best. Young plants
are single stemmed, but will become
multi-branched shrubs with near black,
glossy leaved rosettes. Sometimes sold 
as ‘Black Cap’ or ‘Schwarzkopf’.

Aeonium canariense
Going by the common name of velvet
rose, this species boasts fat, fleshy leaves 
covered in a fine down that is slightly
tacky to touch. The plant only grows
to 20cm (8in) high, but has whopping
rosettes that measure 30cm (12in) across.

Aeonium ‘Sunburst’

The most desirable of all aeoniums due
to its solitary, 30cm (12in) wide, multi-
coloured rosettes that perch on 60cm
(24in) tall stems. The green leaves have
wide yellow margins with a touch of red 
around the tips. 

Q Glenhirst Cactus Nursery
� glenhirstcactiandpalms.co.uk  
	 01205 820314

Q Surreal Succulents
� surrealsucculents.co.uk  
	 07548 010897

Q Cactus Shop
� cactusshop.co.uk
	 0871 2663678

Where to buy
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ACROSS

1 Common name for a genus
of herbaceous perennials,
usually regarded as alpines;
they can be tall and leafy or
mat- and cushion-formers 
(9)

7 Genus of shrubs, originally
from New Zealand, often
referred to as the shrubby 
veronica (4)

8 Former US presidents’ 
shrub! (4)

9 Domesticated home
animal, as in the polyantha 
rose ‘White ___’ (3)

11 Vehicle, as in the
buttonhole: ‘red ___nation’ 
(3)

12 Royal Air Force (1,1,1)

13 Shell of a hazel, walnut or
Brazil, according to an
eccentric person, perhaps! (7)

14 Assume a reclining
position, as in
love-___s-bleeding (3)

15 Pressure gauge acronym,
as in Geranium psilostemon!
(1,1,1)

16 Royal Horticultural Society
(1,1,1)

18 French head, as in the
Narcissus ‘____-a-____’ (4)

19 Soft mineral of a soapy 

feel and a greenish, whitish, 
or greyish colour, as in
Calceolaria talcana! (4)

20 Structure within a tall
woody plant, or several
plants, built with light
materials and at least 10ft
(3m) off the ground (9)

DOWN

2 A floribunda rose variety,
but probably better known as
a phrase relating to lager! 
(5,6)

3 Tulip ____ is a fungal
disease (Botrytis tulipae)
which produces brown spots
and twisted, withered and 
distorted leaves (4)

4 Botanical name for the 
creeping avens (4,7)

5 Hot drink at this time of
year, as well as milk, plain or
Cosmos atrosanguineus (9)

6 Small garden-visiting bird, 
Fringilla coelebs (9)

9 AG columnist Mr Seabrook 
(5)

10 Seed_____ are low, wide
containers into which
compost is lain, and upon
which seeds are sown (5)

17 Hanging baskets are held
thus, as in the tree peony
variety ‘____ Noon’ (4)

KEYWORD TO WORDSEARCH 308 (AG, 9 APRIL)
KALEIDOSCOPE
AND THE WINNER IS: MRS JP STICKLAND, DORCHESTER �

This
word search

comprises plant
names beginning with the
letter ‘P’. They are listed
below; in the grid they may
be read across, backwards,
up, down or diagonally.
Letters may be shared
between words. Erroneous
or duplicate words may
appear in the grid, but there
is only one correct solution.
After the listed words are
found there are six letters
remaining; arrange these 
to make this week’s 
KEY WORD.
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This week’s Keyword is ..................................................................................

Name.....................................................................................................................

Address ................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................

Postcode..............................................................................................................

Email .....................................................................................................................

Tel no.....................................................................................................................

Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, publisher of Amateur Gardening will collect your personal information solely to 
process your competition entry.

HOW TO ENTER: Enter this week’s keyword on the entry
form, and send it to AG Word Search No 313, Amateur
Gardening, Westover House, West Quay Road, Poole,
Dorset BH15 1JG, to arrive by Weds 25 May, 2016. The first
correct entry chosen at random will win our £30 cash prize.

No:
313

Wordsearch

How to enter:

Send your name and address on the back of a postcard to
Resolva Path & Patio Weedkiller Draw, Amateur Gardening,
Westover House, West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset BH15 1JG. Oryou
can email your details to ag giveaway@timeinc.com, heading
the email Resolva Path & Patio Weedkiller Draw. The closing 
date for entries is: 16 May 2016.

Resolva Path & Patio Weedkiller kills weeds
fast, so you’ll see results in just 24 hours.
It kills roots, too, so annual and deep-rooted
perennial weeds won’t come back, and is
suitable for all paths, patios, driveways
and paved areas – with no staining of hard
surfaces. We have five, 1-litre ready-to-use 
bottles to give away, worth £4.99 each.
See below for details of how to enter. 

Prize draw

£30!
Win
 

CROSSWORDANSWERS

ACROSS1Saxifrage7Hebe8Bush9Pet11Car12RAF13Nutcase14Lie15PSI
16RHS18Tete19Talc20TreehouseDOWN2Ambernectar3 Fire4Geum 

reptans 5 Chocolate 6 Chaffinch 9 Peter 10 Trays 17 High

Tea break
Gardener’s
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Our gardening high-point
Design, planting and a remarkable treehouse have taken a Cotswold garden to new heights

“The tree was such

a significant part of 

the garden” 

enclosed by clipped box hedges, a
structural device that’s used throughout 
the site. “The central footprint of the
garden feels almost like a Benedictine
cathedral, bringing stability and order to
the wildness and the fields beyond,” says 
Judy, a retired vicar.

Work was carried out in five phases,
starting with the drive and area closest to 
the house and then extending to the
herbaceous borders and the stream. The 

Ideas for gorgeous gardens
Get lookthe

A
UNIQUE treehouse designed and
built by their architect son helped
soften the blow for Peter and Judy
Howard when efforts to save a

110-year-old oak proved futile. “We’d had
the tree surgeons out four times over 25
years,” explains Judy. “The tree was such a
significant part of the garden and it was so
sad to think it was going, but in doing so it
has given way to something so exciting.”

Now the couple can see their garden from
an entirely different viewpoint – around
15ft (4.5m) above the ground. Turn one way
and a gentle stream feeds into a tranquil
pond ahead of a picturesque valley, while in
another direction it’s possible to get a bird’s 
eye view of two 111⁄2ft (3.5m) wide
herbaceous borders filled with a variety of 
colourful perennials and climbers.
Elsewhere there’s a small vegetable plot 

vegetable garden and summerhouse were 
later additions.

“The stream was just a ditch when we
came here,” says Philip. “Rocks were
brought in and shaped to make it look like a
natural stream in the highlands of Scotland.”

The success of the garden within its rural
setting owes much to Philip’s training as a 
geographer – he taught the subject in
schools before changing careers and setting 
up a Chelsea gold medal-winning
landscape gardening business. “We’ve tried
to get the plot to naturally phase into the
field, with no hard edges,” he explains.

“Everything we’ve planted has been
chosen for its foliage,” adds Judy. “We don’t 
have an enormous range of plants and
nothing specialist: it’s quite soft, informal
planting within a beautiful structure. The 
flowers are incidental really.”

The tree house has been built around the remains of a tree
that stood on the site for more than a century. A bird’s eye view
from here takes in two large herbaceous borders planted with
colourful perennials including Iris sibirica, thalictrum,
Nepeta ‘Six Hills Giant’ and sweet rocket Hesperis matronalis
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Wooden balustrades ensure the treehouse is
a safe space from which to view the stream,

herbaceous border and vegetable plot 

As the garden borders fields wildflowers,
like cow parsley, are used to mark the
transition from garden to countryside

Gateways can come in all shapes and sizes.
Here it’s an arched opening within a beech hedge

Give a vegetable patch a separate identity from
the main garden by enclosing it in formal box
hedging. Judy says of theirs: “It could be a small 
cottage garden, it has that feel.”

Our gardening high-point



14 MAY 2016 AMATEUR GARDENING  65

A ha-ha (a man-made ditch supported by
a sunken stone wall) allows a cultivated plot
to merge seamlessly into landscape beyond

Create extra interest along a long
pathway by covering it in a pergola 
and topping with wisteria

Decorative wooden panels catch the eye
and add to the formal structure of a garden 
– here supporting roses and climbers
planted within the herbaceous borders

Install seating and garden
buildings so you can enjoy your

garden from every angle 

OWNERS Philip and

Rev Judy Howard

ADDRESS Bisley,

Gloucestershire

GARDEN SIZE

Approximately  

one acre

ASPECT Almost

south-facing

SOIL Mixture of

imported soils on clay and brash

SPECIALFEATURES Landscaped garden

overlooking picturesque valley, with a stream,

herbaceous and shrub borders, vegetable 

garden, pond and unusual tree house.

Meet the owners

Ideas for gorgeous gardens
Get lookthe

Add a natural touch to a wildlife
friendly pond by encouraging yellow 
flag iris (Iris pseudacorus), which
 thrive in moist conditions
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Nurseryman and former Gardeners’ World host
Toby Buckland

W
HETHER you’re a Remain-
campaigner from Staines or a
Brexiter from Exeter, when it
comes to plants it’s always 

best to buy British.
Now I know what you’re thinking: this is

little more than a partisan article from an
English nurseryman hungry for cash for his
Cayman Islands tax haven.

And of course you’d be right, but even so,
plants grown and bought here in Blighty are
simply much better. As flowers travel they
become stressed, evidenced by so many
gardeners who buy electric blue Senetti or
a daisy-flowered chrysanth full of flower
only for the buds to shrivel before opening.

This happens when plants spend too long 

We are lucky in the UK to have the world’s 
most thorough Plant Health and Seed
Inspectorate whose operatives are openly
concerned about Italy, where unscrupulous 
traders in the heel of the country’s boot
have imported cheap Chinese trees with
deadly pests not seen in Europe before.

The worry is that this diseased and
dumped Italian stock will illegally make its
way here, along with sickness that could 
affect the whole countryside.

So if you see an exotic bargain, ask
yourself why it’s so cheap. And for the sake 
of your garden, buy British.

Tune in
to Toby on BBC
Flower Show

coverage

on the road in the back of a refrigerated
truck. Home-grown versions might cost
more but you’re paying for reliability and in 
the long run they will perform better.

Hardening off is another issue. Nurseries
that raise their own take time to acclimatise 
their plants for life in the open, whereas
bedding plants trolleyed from trucks into
the car parks of some DIY sheds have come
straight from the hothouse. No wonder that 
they are slow to get growing.

Of course, some trees such as olives can’t
be raised here commercially, so are bought
in and grown on before being sold. This is
where buying from a reputable nursery is
essential as their stock will be scrutinised
by officials from DEFRA whose job it is to
keep pests and diseases out of Britain. 

It’s best to buy British
Whatever your views on the EU referendum, it’s always
wise to opt for British-grown plants, writes Toby

I believe that home-grown plants
perform better than cheap imports

top tipsToby’s

Q Hardy plants grown undercover will
have softer leaves than those grown in
the open. When plants catch a cold they
develop a yellow or purple tinge. Hardy
plants grow out of it but tender tomatoes
(pictured) and bedding may not recover.

Q Hardening off takes about two weeks,
but depends on weather. If it’s cold put
plants into a coldframe/greenhouse for
the night for the first week and leave out
in a sheltered spot and cover with fleece
if the forecast is cold for the second week.
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week

Avoid buying plants that have been
allowed to dry out. They may appear
fine up top, but are likely to have
suffered root loss. Look at the buds as 
well as the flowers when buying.
Poor quality plants often have wilting 
buds below their open blooms.
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“Plants grown and
bought in Blighty
are simply better”
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