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Rega Planar 1  (p10)
It doesn’t have wi-fi . Or 
Bluetooth. There’s no 
control app. You can’t 
download so� ware upgrades. 
What it does is play records. 
Absolutely beautifully. 

It’s a truism that Bigger is Better – particularly where 
things like wages, engine capacity or size of TV 
screen are concerned. TV manufacturers certainly 
subscribe to BiB: we’ve hardly been able to move for 
50-, 60- or 70-inch tellies this year (one of the best 
TVs we’ve ever seen (p6) is a 65-inch monster). 

Trouble is, some brands tend (or prefer) to forget 
that smaller, less sexy screen sizes are every bit as 
interesting to us everyday consumers. More so in a 
lot of ways, in fact, as most of us don’t have the space 
or inclination to give over a signifcant portion of our 
front rooms to a television. So while they’re not the 
last word in technology (mostly not even Full HD, let 
alone 4K or OLED or HDR or any other exciting 
sequence of numbers and letters), the three big-
brand 32-inch TVs we’ve tested (p54) are every 
bit as worthwhile as their bigger,flasher siblings.

Simon Lucas, editor

Giants look so 
awesome folks are 
scared to cross ’em

Experience. Heritage.
We’ve been helping the world discover the best 
in hi-fi  and home entertainment for nearly 40 
years, and have more than 100 years of 
reviewing experience under our collective belts 
– so you can count on our expert opinion.

Dedicated test facilities
We test every product against its peers in our 
brand-new, bespoke reviewing facility at our 
Twickenham HQ. We test every product as a 
team – our opinions and conclusions are always 
the result of collaboration.

Reference kit
Naim CDS3/NDS/UnitiServe/555 PS; Clearaudio 
Innovation Wood; Cyrus Phono Signature/PSX-R2; 
GamuT D3i/D200i; ATC SCM50; Cambridge CXU; 
Panasonic DMP-UB900; Pioneer SC-LX59; Epson 
EH-TW7200; PMC Twenty23; KEF R50; Sky+ HD

Find us on... @whathifi whf.cm/playlist16youtube.com/WhathifiTVfacebook.com/whathifi.com    whathifi.com

NEXT MONTH
October 1976 Dancing 
Queen was the UK’s No 1 
single. Jaws was the highest-
grossing movie. And the 

first issue of What Hi-Fi? was published. 
Our 40th Anniversary issue: all the tech 
nostalgia, plus the usual new hot stuff. 

October 2016 issue ON SALE 1st September

W E LC O M E
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One of the best  ★★★★★

A serious contender  ★★★★

Worth a look  ★★★

Disappointing  ★★

Awful  ★
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 “Whether it’s first-time buyers
or existing owners, £500 hits
the sweet spot for a lot of people”
 Page 53
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C O N T E N T S

THIS MONTH WE’VE THE DEFINITIVE 
WORD ON THESE FINE PRODUCTS

BLU-RAY PLAYERS
Sony BDP-S6700 12

DACs
Arcam MusicBoost S 21

Leema Libra 62

HEADPHONES
AKG K52 39

Audio Technica ATH-W1000Z 43

B&O H3 ANC IN-EAR 41

Final Audio Sonorous III 42

Grado iGe 41

Lindy BNX-60 40

Motorola Verve One+ 42

Noble Audio Trident 43

Onkyo E700M 40

Sennheiser CX 1.00 38

Sennheiser HD 201 38

SoundMagic E10C 39

HI-FI SPEAKERS
Audio Physic Avanti  66

Dynaudio Xeo 2 30

HOME CINEMA AMPLIFIERS
Denon AVR-X2300W  46

Pioneer VSX-1131  48

Yamaha RX-V581 50 

PROJECTORS
Philips Screeneo 2.0 14

STEREO AMPLIFIERS
Pioneer A-50DA 23

SOUNDBARS
Sony HT-NT5  27

SURROUND SOUND PACKAGES
Q Acoustics M7  16

TELEVISIONS
LG 32LH604V  56

LG OLED65E6V  06

Panasonic TX-32DS500B  57

Panasonic TX-40DX600B  24

Sony KDL-32WD603  58

TURNTABLES
Rega Planar 1  10

WIRELESS SPEAKERS
Bluesound Pulse Flex  13

Libratone ONE Click  28

Roberts R-Line S1  20

LG OLED65E6V

“It’s a pricey set, but LG has 

blown us away yet again with a 

stunning OLED picture”

Kashfi a Kabir, 

First tests editor



which should be taken only semi-literally. 
The OLED panel – just a few millimetres 
thick – is fixed onto an equally slender 
transparent glass plate. Protruding out from 
behind the panel, the plate acts as the bezel 
to frame the screen. Together they’re 
around half a finger-width deep – a slimness 
that simply wasn’t possible on a telly just a 
few short years ago.

Slender but solid
The bottom third of the back panel sticks 
out a few extra centimetres, but it’s still a 
wonder how LG has managed to squeeze all 
the innards and related connections (see In 
Detail, p8) into such a slim physique. Thin 
doesn’t mean frail though – while it may 
look like it might not take the pressure of 
plugging in an HDMI cable without being 
steadied, we work ourselves up to give it a 
little shake, which it stoutly withstands.

It looks exquisite. If the OLED65E6V (or 
any TV in the E6 and G6 range) were not to 
win a TV beauty contest it would as unjust 
as when, in 1975, a Charlie Chaplin 
look-a-like contest saw the man himself 
come third. The finish of the glass and 
patterned back panel is just lovely. Between 
the panel and the centrally positioned base 
plate on which the TV sits is an integrated 
speaker system which, out of context, could 

You may have already clocked the 
OLED65E6V’s rather dear asking price. You 
may well, by now, be mid-sigh, thinking 
what a shame it is that you’d have to cough 
up £5000 to get your hands on LG’s 
flagship 65in TV. Well, you’ll need to think 
again. Because this OLED TV actually sits 
just underneath the mothership model, the 
G6 Signature, which costs £1000 more.

There’s no hint of the OLED65E6V being 
second-best on the spec sheet, though. In 
fact, its big brother justifies its superior 
status only with a more advanced speaker 
system. This TV has a 4K OLED panel that 
supports HDR and Dolby Vision (the ‘other’ 
HDR format), and qualifies for the Ultra HD 
Premium club, meaning it ticks boxes for 
10-bit colour depth and has a minimum 
540-nit peak brightness and less than 
0.0005 nits black level. In layman’s terms, 
it can go pretty bright and very, very black.

We doubt 3D support is a deal-breaker for 
many people nowadays, but that’s there too.

Design on the edge
It shares more of its big brother’s flagship 
qualities in its design too, which is more of 
a talking point than it is with most TVs that 
are wheeled through our test room doors.

LG calls the panel featured on the E6 and 
Signature G6 ranges ‘Picture on Glass’, 

F I R S T  T E S T

Vanguard tech spawns 
a TV fit for kings
FOR Accomplished picture; 
intuitive interface; good sound

AGAINST No Freeview Play 
available yet

� � � � � 

EXCLUSIVE, IN-DEPTH VERDICTS ON THE LATEST KITFIRST TESTS

pass for a truck’s front billet grille or 1950’s 
radiator. LG calls it a ‘soundbar stand’. It has 
a 40W output and 2.2-channel 
configuration compared with the G6’s 65W 
and a 4.2 ability.

There’s no excuse for bad accessorising at 
this end of the TV market, and LG hasn’t 
taken a back seat with the OLED65E6V’s 
two remote controls. This isn’t the 
customary traditional plus smart wand 
offering, though. Like the handset that 
came with last year’s models, the main 
remote marries an on-screen cursor, 
operated by gyroscopic sensors, with 
physical keys for when your arms get tired. 
The new design is a silver affair: flatter, 
taller and curved at the front, with flat 
buttons taking up the top two-thirds. Apart 
from emulating the sound of a guiro when 
a pen is run across it, the ribbed back helps 
with grip too.

It’s a straight-up upgrade over last year’s 
unit but, perhaps because of its bigger size, 
LG has felt the need to add a mini remote 
too. It’s flat, around the length of the Apple 
iPhone 6S, and a simpler quick-to-grab tool 
for accessing the home page and changing 
inputs, volume and TV channels.

New but familiar
WebOS is back and better than ever before 
in its new 3.0 guise. More evolution than 
revolution, it revolves around the same 
OTT colourful card-launcher menu, only 
this time the spotlight is on two new 
content discovery features: My Channels 
and My Content, which flag up on the 
left-hand side of the menu and offer neat 

3D

Dolby Vision

KEY FEATURES

“WebOS is back and better than ever in its new 3.0 
guise. More evolution than revolution, it revolves 
around the same colourful card-launcher menu“

LG OLED65E6V  |  4K Television  |  £5000

HDR

6 www.whathifi .com 
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“Fundamentally, it’s picture performance that puts 
the price into perspective, and this stunning screen 
has a precision that’s rare even for a 4K HDR TV“

F I R S T  T E S T

Two pairs of (attractively styled) 3D 
glasses are provided in the box 

Though ultra-slim at the top, the 
lower part of the screen is thicker

The slatted soundbar ensures the 
LG's sound is well above average

Discreet design: the power button 
nestles in the back-le�  corner

 IN DETAIL...

LG's 'Picture on 
glass' screen tech 
is a joy to look at
– in every sense



F I R S T  T E S T

shortcuts to your favourite channels and 
content. Want to access Netflix’s Daredevil 
series without having to go into the app? 
Simply pin it to the My Content tab.

A search button lets you browse content 
across live and scheduled TV, YouTube and 
video-streaming services, and there’s a 
sidebar for recommended channels and 
programmes based on viewing habits.

On the apps front, the newbie-friendly 
interface is home to Amazon, Netflix and 
wuaki.tv video-streaming services, BBC 
iPlayer and Demand5 catch-up TV, and 
Google Play. When we tested the 
OLED55C6V earlier this year, Freeview Play, 
which bundles Freeview TV with the full 
array of UK catch-up TV services, hadn’t 
arrived… and it still hasn’t, so you’ll have to 
hang tight for ITV Player and All4 until then.

Made to measure 
New to LG is an audio auto-tuning feature, 
designed to calibrate the OLED65E6V’s 
sound to your specific room conditions. All 
you have to do is point the remote, which 
has a built-in microphone, towards the 
screen and hold it still while it does its thing 
– a bit like when you play a video game in 
computer mode. It shows you the 'before' 
and 'after' results, and we picked the latter 
as it was obviously clearer and bigger.

Needless to say, the soundbar stand 
offers an improvement in both insight and 
volume over a standard flatscreen TV’s 
speakers. And while it’s noticeably thinner 
than the flagship OLED65G6V’s soundbar 
performance, there’s weight and punch 
behind dramatic sound effects, and 
dialogue is solid and clear.

Fundamentally, it’s picture performance 
that puts the price into perspective. In one 
word, it’s stunning. Ultra HD Blu-ray discs 
are marching into our test rooms quicker 
than you can say ‘4K HDR’, and one of the 
latest is The Martian – a spectacular 
showcase for the OLED65E6V’s picture.

8 www.whathifi .com 

Unlike some TVs we’ve seen, the LG 
helpfully flags its detection of a 4K, HDR 
signal with a pop-up banner, and 
automatically optimises the picture to 
specific HDR settings. There are three fixed 
HDR modes to choose from, or you can 
tweak to your heart’s content in ‘User’. We 
take up the invitation, bumping up de-blur 
and de-judder in the TruMotion setting so 
that everything from slow camera pans to 
fast action happens without a hiccup.

On another level 
In reality, 4K and HDR content doesn’t 
really need flagging. The picture is simply 
too sharp and crisp to be passed off as Full 
HD, and the way the shiny space blanket 
and solar panels gleam is evidence of HDR 
technology at work. You hardly have to look 
for it, but when you do the benefits are 
even more apparent. Take a light bulb, for 
example: instead of it being a block of white 
light, you can see the outline of the bulb as 
well as the varying intensity of the rays of 
light shining from it. While this may seem 
slight, it’s these things that add to the 
realism of the whole scene.

Immediately eye-grabbing, this screen 
has a precision that’s rare even for a 4K HDR 
telly – only matched, in our experience, by 
the OLED65G6V, which, in terms of picture 
performance, is very similar. There’s a real 
grittiness to the soil in which Mark’s 
potatoes grow, and texture so tangible that 
simply staring at the sandy surface of Mars 
will have you reaching for a glass of water.

Any colour you like 
Confident with colours – its reproduction 
seemingly as punchy and enthusiastic as 
possible without compromising realism 
– the OLED65E6V establishes the different 
tones of white on his spacesuit and the 
varying intensity of oranges in explosions.

If nothing else, OLED has the edge over 
LCD with its famously deep black levels, 

 IN DETAIL...

Although the OLED65E6V's centrally positioned 
stand blends neatly with the slatted soundbar strip 
above it, you can still mount this television on the 
wall. If that’s your decision know that LG has housed 
most of connections in the panel’s bottom le� -hand 
corner for easy reach.

On the side are four (4K, HDR-ready) HDMI and 
three USB (one is 3.0) inputs. The provision of four 
HDMIs on a premium screen is adequate if not overly 
generous, but it should be enough for most users.

Around the corner on the back panel you'll fi nd 
component input, optical and 3.5mm outputs, and 
the LAN socket – although wi-fi  is, of course, 
onboard for your convenience. Just note that you’ll 
probably need a wired internet connection to handle 
4K streams. It's a more stable connection too.

says

 Rating � � � � �

VERDICT It might be an expensive 
proposition, but this is without doubt one 
of the best televisions we've seen

PICTURE

SOUND

FEATURES 

The main remote 
(top) combines an 
on-screen cursor 
with physical keys, 
backed up by a 
smaller one for just 
the main functions

“The texture is so tangible that simply 
staring at the sandy surface of Mars will 
have you reaching for a glass of water“

which are demonstrated here by the black 
bars, Mark’s NASA t-shirt and pitch-black 
space. That doesn’t mean it scrimps on 
brightness; stars stand out like a child in a 
pub at midnight, and generally the panel is 
capable of going brighter than you’d want it. 
Also typical of OLED, viewing angles are 
second to none.

With Ultra HD Blu-rays costing £20 a 
pop, we’re glad standard Blu-rays haven’t 
been consigned to charity shop shelves 
(yet), especially when we have an upscaler 
like the OLED65E6V on hand. The drop in 
resolution and dynamic range is, of course, 
clear, but relatively speaking this is still an 
excellent picture – one that's on a par with 
the best Full HD sets.

High-definition streams and broadcasts 
are squeaky-clean and stable, with not 
much giving away the mighty upscaling 
task needed to display them. Even DVD 
hoarders needn’t worry, for the LG keeps 
picture noise to a minimum, producing an 
image that’s perfectly watchable, even with 
old discs such as Dirty Harry.

TV royalty
From aesthetics to sound quality to picture 
performance, the OLED65E6V is a TV fit for 
kings. LG has been at the vanguard of TV 
technology for the past few years with its 
OLED panels, and this is yet another case of 
‘it shoots, it scores’.





10 www.whathifi .com 

Rega Carbon cartridge is fitted as standard. 
The company claims it offers low noise and, 
again, better speed stability.

If you are still reading, it is likely to have 
taken you longer to reach this point than it 
did for us to begin playing our first record, 
The Tallest Man On Earth’s Dark Bird Is 
Home. The Rega’s claim to be plug-in-and-
play is no pretence.

Faithfully rendered
We’ve long admired Rega’s spry 
presentation and it welcomes us like an old 
friend as Kristian Matsson waves his hand 
over the album’s opening chords.

This is not an entry-level amount of 
detail. The roomy-sounding acoustic guitar 
is complimented by the reverb in Matsson’s 
first vocal line and the distinction in 
treatment of each part is clearly audible, 
setting the vocal apart like a bird gliding 
low but parallel to the ground.

This combination of unerring accuracy
in revealing layers of detail and an innate 
skill for knitting together the different 
strands is even better displayed a few 
minutes later as a group vocal lusciously 
shrouds the closing phrases.

In an era of change, not even Rega’s 
best-selling turntable is immune to the 
desire to overturn the established order
and usher in a fresh approach. Yet, despite
a considerable list of tweaks that Rega has 
made to its revamped Planar 1, the British 
company’s signature sound is definitely 
going to remain.

And in this case, the change is 
unquestionably positive. It begins with the 
new RB110 tone arm, with precision 
bearings and automatic bias adjustment; 
combined with a tracking weight whose 
ideal position is already marked for you, it 
means you can set up faster than a cabinet 
minister’s resignation.

Plug in and play
In fact, pretty much everything you see has 
undergone some form of modification, 
including the Thermoset, gloss-laminated 
plinth, with its on/off switch hiding beneath 
the front left corner.

Our review sample is a sleek white 
model, but the black finish is equally tidy – 
devotees to sharp lines and ergonomic 
design are likely to be impressed. Even the 
platter has a higher mass, giving an 
enhanced flywheel effect for improved 
speed stability.

There are also hand-me-downs from 
higher up the range. This is the first of 
Rega’s entry-level turntables to house a
24V synchronous AC motor with an 
aluminium pulley, for example, and the 

Some turntable manufacturers could be 
said to have tendency of playing up to what 
you might describe as analogue warmth, 
but not Rega. Besides, if you can render a 
record as faithfully as the Planar 1 does, that 
warmth of its rivals begins to feel like the 
sonic counterpart of dousing your 
Christmas dinner in tomato ketchup.

When the record receives its adrenaline 
shot with Darkness Of The Dream, the 
Planar 1 is more than capable of snapping at 
its heels. The combination of energy and 
solidity resonates superbly with the Tom 
Petty/Waterboys-infused drive of this track, 
as it does when supporting the album’s 
more delicate numbers.

Firm hand
But it takes a comparison with the 
Award-winning Pro-Ject Essential II to truly 
appreciate this turntable. We are admirers 
of Pro-Ject’s signature sound, and are more 
than able to enjoy the warmth the Essential 
II brings to our copy of Django Reinhardt’s 

A consistent sound
for uncertain times

F I R S T  T E S T

FOR Good detail; rhythmic 
and expressive; easy to set up

AGAINST Nothing at this price

Rega describes
the Planar 1 as a
plug-in-and-play
turntable – and
it's no false claim

� � � � �

“With automatic bias adjustment and the ideal 
tracking weight position already marked, you can
set up faster than a cabinet minister’s resignation”

Cartridge included

Speed 33.3, 45rpm

KEY FEATURES

Manual tonearm

Rega Planar 1  |  Turntable  |  £250
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F I R S T  T E S T

Djangology. Yet lift the disc over to 
the Planar 1 and suddenly Rega makes 
its competitor’s rendition sound 
like a rehearsal.

The Pro-Ject’s timing is by no means lazy, 
but it is made to appear so by the Planar 1. 
There’s a smoothness to the way Reinhardt 
fingers his notes on the former, but it is 
only when heard on the latter you discover 
the track’s intensity.

That precision translates in the 
perfomance, and finally we are able to
hear the distinction between those notes 
which are stroked and those that have
been punished with a firm hand.

Our turntable of choice
The Essential II by no means leaves the 
duel red-faced, and we must keep in
mind our reference system – far beyond 
anything these turntables are likely to 
encounter as potential partners – is 
exposing these discrepancies with an 
inordinate amount of transparency. 
However, it is still difficult to come to any 
other conclusion than that Rega has raised 
the bar here in almost every respect.

The Planar 1
includes a Rega
Carbon moving-
magnet cartridge
fi tted as standard

The higher mass 
of the Planar 1's
platter gives an
enhanced fl ywheel
eff ect for better
speed stability

Probably the finest test of any product – 
as we have mentioned previously in many 
of our four- and five-star reviews – is how 
long we use it once having already come to 
our conclusion. In this case, the Planar 1 is 
still playing in our test rooms, and still 
proving that it can turn its hand to Dmitri 
Shostakovich as adeptly as it does Toots 
and the Maytals or Charlie Parker.

Even though, on the face of it, this is an 
entry-level product, it's also the kind of 
turntable that could feasibly be the last of 
your system’s components you would feel 
necessary to upgrade. 

Woolly thinking
However, the availability of a Performance 
Pack add-on for £85, comprising Rega’s
Bias 2 moving magnet cartridge, upgraded 
drive belt and 100 per cent natural wool 
turntable mat (you’ll have to fit these 
yourself), means that when it does come 
time to upgrade you needn’t immediately 
shell out half a grand for something such as 
the Award-winning Rega RP3/Elys 2.

In these times bereft of certainty, there 
are far worse things you could do than to 
close the curtains, settle in your favourite 
armchair and spin a few records on the new 
Rega Planar 1.

says

 Rating � � � � �  

VERDICT Despite its modifi cations, the 
Planar 1 stays true to its sound: a spritely, 
entertaining turntable with no obvious fl aws

SOUND

FEATURES

BUILD

AMPLIFIER
Onkyo A-9010 � � � � � £200

This budget amp is great value for money

STEREO SPEAKERS
Q Acoustics 3020 � � � � � £190
Outstanding budget standmounters

Total build £640

These will complement the Rega Planar 1

SYSTEM
BUILDER



says

Not everyone needs top-of-the-line kit to 
do the job at hand. Sometimes you just 
need the basics done well. Sony has 
become a frequent resident in the 
more affordable end of our Blu-ray 
player Awards for just that 
reason, and the BDP-S6700 
seems well-placed not to 
ruin that streak.

It sits in the middle of 
Sony’s budget player 
line-up, but rather than 
furnishing it with a long list 
of features or impressive 
specs, Sony has directed all 
of its efforts towards delivering excellent 
core performance for the money.

On the rack
Unfortunately, it wears its affordable 
pricetag on its sleeve. Boxy, plasticky and 
almost alarmingly lightweight, its design is 
uninspiring to say the least. Luckily it’s also 
small and slim enough to be tucked away 
on any rack with ease. There’s no display on 
the BDP-S6700. It’s an understandable 
cost-saving move, but it’s one of the things 
we miss all the same.

Connectivity is kept simple, with single 
HDMI and coaxial outs and a USB port on 
the front. There’s also Bluetooth and 
dual-band wi-fi, with the wi-fi module 
placed centrally for the most stable 
connection. There’s an ethernet port too for 
the most stable streaming option.

Alongside regular Blu-rays and DVDs, 3D 
Blu-ray playback is also supported for those 
still interested in the format. Getting the 
player online is covered in a simple 
on-screen set-up guide. Once connected, 
you’ll have access to a selection of apps, 
including Netflix, Amazon Video and UK 
catch-up services via YouView, Spotify and 
YouTube. You can pin your favourites to 
the homepage for quick access.

Music playback is covered off pretty well, 
with support for higher quality FLAC, WAV 
and DSD files out of the box, as well as 
SACDs. It’s also DLNA compliant for playing 
back content from other devices on your 
home network, such as a PC or NAS drive.

Even better, with Sony’s SongPal 
smartphone app (Android and iOS) the 
S6700 can form part of a multi-room 
system, meaning you can push music from 
the player (including CDs or music from a 
USB stick) to other Sony products, 

 Rating � � � � �

including speakers and soundbars. You’ll 
have to download the Video & TV SideView 
app to control the more standard functions 
of the Blu-ray player from your smartphone 
or tablet, but there’s a simple but effective 
remote included in the box as well.

Finding your way around the menus, 
whether playing a disc, browsing smart 
services, pairing Bluetooth devices or 
tweaking settings is easily done – the tiled 
homepage is easy to navigate, while the 
dual-core processor ensures you’re not kept 
waiting. Menus are quick and responsive, 
and discs load in good time.

Shines in the dark
Settling down to a Blu-ray of Guardians Of 
The Galaxy, the Sony BDP-S6700 shows us 
exactly where the money has been spent, 
with a punchy picture that’s crystal clear 
and free from noise. Colours are vibrant, 
textures on faces and clothing are faithfully 
reproduced, and there is a sense of depth 
thanks to the level of detail on display.

But, as strong as the S6700 is with colour, 
it shines with dark scenes too. Shadow 
detail is excellent, and the way dark and 
light elements sit together without 
affecting one another shows real talent. 

Having seen what real 4K Blu-ray has to 
offer though, we’re not too convinced by 
this player’s 4K upscaling ability. It’s a 
sharp, detailed picture for sure, but don’t 
expect it to come close to the real thing in 
terms of colour, contrast or subtlety.

However, its upscaling does a grand job 
with DVDs. Although there is an expected 
increase in noise and a drop in detail levels, 
particularly in dark scenes, it still produces 
a wholly watchable picture that keeps 
colours as punchy and motion as stable as it 

F I R S T  T E S T

VERDICT Budget by price but not
by nature, the Sony BDP-S6700’s 
performance belies its cost

PICTURE 

SOUND 

FEATURES

does with Blu-ray. The on-board streamer 
does a good job too. It’s a stable performer 
that buffers quickly and provides solid 
playback with much of the same character 
as we see elsewhere. 

As for sound, the BDP-S6700 doesn’t do 
a bad job at all. We might want a touch 
more warmth and expression in the 
midrange, but it’s a balanced performance, 
never sounding small or thin. Bass-heavy 
explosions are tackled with a surprising 
sense of confidence, while there's good 
organisation to soundtracks, and a decent 
understanding of dynamics too. This also 
translates to its musical performance. We 
wouldn’t use it as a day-to-day CD player – 
it’s not insightful enough – but for casual 
music playback, it has a well-organised and 
enthusiastic character.

With the BDP-S6700, Sony proves that it 
knows how to play the budget market to a 
tee, focusing on delivering an outstanding 
performance at a competitive price. If 
you’re not ready to make the jump to 4K 
Blu-ray just yet, this player will make the 
most of your Blu-ray collection until you 
are. It might leave you with enough spare 
cash to purchase a few new discs too.
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FOR Excellent picture quality; 
good streaming services

AGAINST Midrange could be 
more expressive; low-key design

� � � � �

“Plays the budget market to a tee“
Sony BDP-S6700  |  Blu-ray player  |  £140

3D playback

KEY FEATURES

Bluetooth

Multi-room support

DLNA compliant

The BDP-S6700
looks like a budget
player, but Sony 
has put its eff orts 
into performance



says

 Rating � � � � �

VERDICT A small speaker with plenty
of talent, the Bluesound Pulse Flex serves 
up detail and enthusiasm in spades

SOUND

FEATURES

BUILD

support

KEY FEATURES

aptX Bluetooth

Analogue/optical in

FOR Big soundstage; punchy 
bass; hi-res music support

AGAINST Nothing of note � � � � �

Upholding the family name
Bluesound Pulse Flex  |  Wireless speaker  |  £270

F I R S T  T E S T

24-bit/192kHz
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 Attach a battery 
pack to the Flex's
angled back 
panel and it can
become portable

At just 18cm tall,
the Bluesound 
Pulse Flex is 
suited to kitchens 
or bedrooms

“It’s still a sizeable investment in a small wireless 
speaker, but the Flex’s talented and enthusiastic
performance makes sure it’s worth every penny”

The Bluesound Pulse Flex arrives in our 
testing rooms with high hopes and a fair 
amount of expectation on its shoulders. 
The smallest and most affordable addition 
to the Bluesound multi-room line up, it has 
the reputation of a whole family of five-star 
products to uphold. No pressure then.

It’s now the only Bluesound speaker to 
be in its first generation, a later addition to 
the line-up and a welcome one too. 
Previously you were looking at a minimum 
of £420 to start your Bluesound collection, 
now it’s a good deal cheaper at £270.

Another feather in its cap
That’s still a sizeable investment in a 
small wireless speaker, but the Flex’s 
performance makes sure it’s worth every 
penny. At just 18cm tall, it’s a good choice 
for smaller spaces like kitchens or 
bedrooms, sitting at a similar height to the 
likes of the Sonos Play:1 or Ruark’s R1 DAB 
radio. It’s available in a choice of black or 
white, with a matt, soft-touch finish and an 
angled back panel to match the rest of the 
family’s styling. The Flex can become 
portable too, thanks to an optional battery 
pack that fits on to its back panel.

Physical connections include an 
analogue/optical in (there’s a Toslink 
optical/3.5mm adapter included in the box), 
USB-A port and a headphone out, plus an 
ethernet port for network hardwiring and a 
mini-USB port for servicing. Of course wi-fi 
is on board as well, as is aptX Bluetooth – a 
feather in the Flex’s cap compared with its 
competitor Sonos, which has so far kept the 
tech out of its products. 

On the top panel of the unit are a handful 
of playback controls, an LED notification 
light integrated into the play/pause button 
and five presets, which you can set to music 
services, inputs or internet radio stations 
via the BluOS app.

Services available include Spotify, Tidal, 
Deezer, Napster and Qobuz, but if you’re an 
Apple Music user, or any other app not yet 
covered by Bluesound, you can always use 
Bluetooth to fire your music direct to the 
speaker instead.

There’s great space and scale here too 
– more than we’d expect from a speaker this 
size – and dynamically the Flex is able to 
communicate even the subtlest of shifts in 
a way the Play:1 doesn’t manage as well. It’s 
better balanced than the smallest Sonos, 
and could even pip the Pulse Mini in the 
Bluesound range too.

While the Play:1 pushes voices to the 
front, the Flex is more even-handed. This 
means you hear the accompanying piano 
notes articulated just as well as the vocals, 
while the bassline is deep and full-bodied 
without ever being overpowering. 

Get up and go
There’s perhaps a slight roll off of the treble 
here compared to the Play:1, but it works in 
the Flex’s favour to keep it an easy listen, 
even with harsher recordings. It’s subtle 
enough to do it without affecting the Flex’s 
get-up-and-go, meaning it never scrimps on 
drive or attack, even with livelier tracks.

Of course, like the rest of the Bluesound 
family, the Flex is capable of playing hi-res 
files too, and a switch up to a 24-bit/192kHz 
version of Nas’ Halftime via USB shows the 
Flex is capable of sounding even better still. 

Bass sounds tighter and punchier, there’s 
a greater handle on timing and rhythm, and 
the midrange offers up more insight and 
expression to both vocals and instruments. 

It might be the smallest and cheapest 
speaker in the Bluesound range, but the 
Pulse Flex is fast becoming our favourite of 
the line-up too. It’s hugely talented, offering 
up a big, open sound that’s full of detail and 
enthusiasm, and we love its flexibility too. 

It’s not the cheapest speaker of its kind at 
this price, but it justifies it at every turn. 
Whether you’re just starting your 
Bluesound multi-room system or simply 
thinking of adding to it, the Pulse Flex can’t 
fail to impress.

The BluOS app has been much improved 
and is now far easier to use, with a cleaner, 
more stylish design. Menus and navigation 
are more intuitive, adding music services 
and network shares is a smoother process, 
and grouping speakers together for a 
multi-room set-up is quick and simple – it 
will even walk you through a new speaker 
set-up in the app. 

Even-handed approach
All this enhances the Flex’s performance, 
which is served up by a 9cm mid/bass 
driver and 2.5cm tweeter, bi-amplified for a 
total power output of 20W.

We start with a CD-quality Tidal stream 
of Adele’s When We Were Young, and the 
Flex shows off a wonderfully open and 
transparent character, picking out the 
nuances of Adele’s powerful vocal and 
lifting them to the surface.
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FOR Smooth, stable picture; 
aptX Bluetooth; clear sound

AGAINST Contrast could be 
better; some features absent

The lens beams the picture up through a 
window on the top of the Screeneo 2.0

 IN DETAIL...

Take one look at the Philips 
Screeneo 2.0 and you may feel the 
urge to feed it your unwanted bills. 
With the appearance of a paper 
shredder, it hardly resembles the 
typical home cinema projector.

However, it does look similar to 
the original Philips Screeneo we 
awarded four stars last year – just a 
little wider and shorter. Like its 
predecessor, the Screeneo 2.0 is an 
ultra show-throw 3D DLP projector, 
designed to sit close to a wall or screen, 
and compact and portable enough to 
carry around. Watch the Olympics on a 
120in screen without the fuss of setting 
up a dedicated projector? The Philips 
Screeneo 2.0 is worth consideration.

Streaming duties
Apart from a bigger image than the 
maximum 100in of the original Screeneo, 
the 2.0 is also Full HD (1920 x 1080) instead 
of 1280 x 800 resolution. That means 
native playback of HD channels, Blu-rays 
and PS4 games, no downscaling necessary.

Contrast ratio is also up from 100,000:1 
to 200,000:1, but the Philips is not quite 
the gift that keeps on giving. It’s less 
multimedia-focused than the older 
Screeneo, leaving TV tuner and network 
streaming duties to your Blu-ray player or 
games console, and settling for just aptX 
Bluetooth functionality. There’s still clearly 
a place for both, so it makes sense that the 
Screeneo 2.0 is an addition to Philips' 
line-up rather than a replacement.

Differing priorities cause some 
discrepancies with connectivity – there’s no 

SD card on the Screeneo 2.0, for example – 
but the main ones are here: three HDMI and 
single USB, VGA, composite and analogue 
audio inputs. Not forgetting optical and 
headphone outputs.

With a 0.21:1 throw ratio, the Screeneo 
2.0 is capable of projecting a 120in image 
from a distance of 42cm, or a 50in one from 
10cm – front, rear or ceiling-facing. You’ll 
get the best results beaming to a dedicated 
screen, but any patch of plain wall will do. 
You don’t need to paint your living room 
wall either, as a wall colour correction 
setting can change the balance accordingly 
for white, beige, grey or green. Keystone 
adjustment can also be found in the menus 
and operated by the remote, while focus is 
electrically adjusted on the unit itself. 

Wondering where the lens is? The most 
jarring way to find out is to turn on the unit, 
peer over it and get an eyeful, as it beams 
up through a window on the top panel. You 
have been warned! The Screeneo reaches 
2000 lumens, meaning you get a picture 
that is reasonably bright. That’s not to say 
brightness levels should be whacked up 
automatically – there’s a balance to be 
struck with contrast and, especially, black 
levels. Achieving that takes a bit of picture 
tweaking in the menus, even after you’ve 
run the THX Optimizer disc through it.

The Flow Motion processing comes in 
handy to iron out the out-of-the-box judder 
during camera pans. We play Guardians Of 
The Galaxy on Blu-ray and, when it kicks off 
in the prison, the Flow Motion helps with 
the slight instability that taints the action 
scene. Colours are strong but not saturated 
– Yondu’s blue face and Gamora’s green skin 
are delivered on a rich, pleasing palette. You 
shouldn’t expect the same crispness, 
subtlety or detail levels of a good dedicated 
home cinema projector at this price, but it 
is easy on the eyes and generally a 
comfortable, compelling watch. DVD 
performance is good too, the drop in 
resolution not obvious at first glance, and 
noise is kept to a minimum.

Sarcastic quips
Sound, typically, isn’t much of an area for 
expertise with projectors. But this isn’t just 
any old projector. Determined not to rely 
on an external sound system, the Philips 
has 2.1-channel set-up. 

Powered by 26W of amplification, it 
sounds surprisingly capable, delivering the 
film soundtrack’s retro pop tunes with 
gusto and clarity. They not only go loud 
enough for dialogue to be heard from 
across a room, but also have the insight to 
communicate Rocket’s sarcastic quips and 
Groot’s deep gruffness too. Despite the 
small proportions, bass isn’t bad either.

It’s a balanced and entertaining sonic 
presentation, making its Bluetooth audio 
functionality more than worthwhile. 
CD-quality streams from a smartphone 
come through clearly, with good detail.

Philips has plucked the neat concept of a 
portable all-in-one projector out of 
nowhere and executed it brilliantly. The 
Screeneo 2.0 may not be ideal for home 
cinema purists, but as a convenient 
projector it’s a success.

� � � � �

Short throw, big picture
Phillips Screeneo 2.0  |  Projector  |  £1500

says

 Rating � � � �  �

VERDICT Philips has plucked the idea of 
an on-the-fl y projector out of the air, but 
this practical, decent machine works

PICTURE 

FEATURES 

BUILD 

Full HD (1920 x 

1080)

120in max image

HDMI x3

KEY FEATURES

The main inputs
are here, including 
three HDMIs –
there are optical 
and headphone 
outputs too

It may look like a 
paper shredder,
but the Screeneo 
is a neat home 
cinema projector



out 1 August
pre-order now

out 1 August
pre-order now

presents

4x the picture quality. 50% more vivid colours. crystal clear sound

check out our full range of 4K Ultra HD Blu-ray
in-store & online

home of entertainment

BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF JUSTICE and all related characters and elements are trademarks of and © DC Comics. © 2016 Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. and Ratpac-Dune Entertainment Inc. All Rights Reserved. Creed © 2015 Metro-
Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures Inc. and Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. Mad Max © 2015 Warner Bros. Feature Productions Pty Limited. All rights reserved. Man of Steel and all related characters and elements are trademarks of and © 2016 DC Comics.
© 2016 Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. All rights reserved. Deadpool & Revenant © 2016 Twentieth Century Fox Home Entertainment LLC. All Rights Reserved. Ghostbusters I © 1984 Columbia Pictures Industries, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
GHOSTBUSTERS” and “GHOST DESIGN” are trademarks of Columbia Pictures Industries, Inc. © 2016 Layout and Design Sony Pictures Home Entertainment Inc. All Rights Reserved. Ghostbusters II © 1989 Columbia Pictures Industries, Inc. All Rights
Reserved. “GHOSTBUSTERS” and “GHOST DESIGN” are trademarks of Columbia Pictures Industries, Inc. © 2016 Layout and Design Sony Pictures Home Entertainment Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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around to allow you to wall mount them, 
should you wish (though this is more likely 
to be of use in a 5.1 set-up).

The sub is the only sizeable part of the 
package, and boasts a 20cm bass unit 
supported by a 150W Class D amplifier. It 
uses Q Acoustics’ own Internal Firing 
design, which blasts the bass against a 
sounding board to deflect it evenly into the 
room. The upshot here is that it is less fussy 
about where you position it.

At the heart of the package is the new 
Q-AVA stereo amp which, at just 17.5cm 
wide, won’t demand much rack space from 
you. The connectivity options are modest 
too, focusing on two optical inputs (which 
support files up to 24-bit/192kHz), a single 
3.5mm analogue in and aptX Bluetooth, but 
goes big on power, with a quoted 50W per 
channel (into 4 ohms).

Inputs can be chosen and monitored via 
the simple front panel (or indeed using the 
included remote control), with the selected 
input lit up in blue. 

Seriously impressive
The volume controls get a similar 
treatment, with an arch of blue LEDs 
moving up and down with your commands. 
The final button on the front panel is the 
MoviEQ button, which aims to give the bass 
a boost for when you are watching movies.

Setting up the M7 is relatively 
straightforward. We place the speakers on 
stands, slightly toed-in to our listening 
position and put the sub in the middle on 
its spikes. We would recommend you don’t 
use the included spike protectors however, 
as using them has a dampening effect on 
the sound. If you need to protect your 
flooring, a good hi-fi hack is to try placing a 
coin under each spike instead.

We keep the phase settings at 0° by 
placing the sub horizontally, with the grille 
facing towards the back – if your set-up 
requires you to place it differently, you’ll 
just need to ensure you switch the phase 
settings to 180° instead.

The Q-AVA amp has a high-pass filter set 
to 125Hz so we set the crossover to match 

and turn the level to a few notches below 
halfway, and we’re ready to go.

We decide to give the Bluetooth 
functionality a try and load up Tidal for 
some high-quality streaming. The first 
thing that strikes us about this little system 
is its sheer scale and power. It’s seriously 
impressive just how big a sound it's capable 
of, and one that’s spread across a broad 
soundstage too.

Head-banging in line
We play Waves by Kanye West and the 
stirring choral loop that forms the song’s 
base fills our test room with plenty of 
headroom to spare. There’s real space 
between the instrumental and vocal tracks 
too, with a great stereo image that stretches 
itself in front of us in an expanse of sound.

There’s great clarity here too, with no 
part of the frequency range muddying 
others. This is partly down to the great 
subwoofer integration, which passes lower 
frequencies between sub and satellite 
speakers seamlessly.

It goes low too, with real weight and 
impact behind every drum kick. There 
could perhaps be a touch more punch 
there, but detail-wise it’s decently textured, 
and provides real solidity to the sound. 

It can’t manage to dip to the sub-bass 
rumble of James Blake’s Limit To Your Love, 
but that’s a tough level of bass for any 
system at this price to get right – it’s much 
more comfortable and expressive as you go 
a little higher up the frequency range.

It’s fast and agile bass though, and that 
character continues all the way up the 
frequency range, with an up-front and 
exciting sound that takes on even the most 
complicated of rhythms.

We listen to Toxicity by System of a Down 
and the M7 doesn’t hold back here either, 
managing to balance drive, organisation 
and timing in a way that sounds neither 
unruly nor overly precise. The choruses are 
big and dramatic, and the M7 manages to 
deliver on that while still ensuring the 
accompanying frenzy of guitars and drums 
falls head-bangingly into line.

Good things come
 in this small package

F I R S T  T E S T

FOR Big, bold sound; strong 
sense of rhythm and timing

AGAINST Midrange and 
treble need more expression

� � � � �

Q Acoustics M7  |  2.1 speaker system  |  £800

You don’t always need large dimensions
to be powerful, and a first listen to the
Q Acoustics M7 is certainly proof of that.
A 2.1 sub-sat package, the M7 incorporates 
two satellite speakers and the subwoofer 
from the Q7000i 5.1 package (which we 
described as a 'substantial leap forward in 
music and movie sound quality' when we 
reviewed it in 2013) and pairs them with 
the new Q-AVA compact stereo amp.

It’s an interesting set-up that angles itself 
towards both a TV audience and those 
looking for a powerful stereo set-up 
without the bulk.

Blasting out the bass
The small satellites remain unchanged from 
what we’ve seen before, each pill-shaped 
unit standing just 24cm tall and packing 
two 75mm long-throw mid/bass drivers and 
a 25mm tweeter. The speaker terminals are 
hidden in the base, which also swivels 

We wouldn’t use 
protectors on the
subwoofer spikes 
– they can dampen 
the M7's sound



LONG LINE OF 
AWARD-WINNERS

The M7 is the 2.1 version of 
Q Acoustics' previous systems, 

the Q7000 and its successor 
the Q7000i. These were What 

Hi-Fi? Award-winners in 
2011 and 2014 

respectively
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The Q Acoustics 
M7 is a flexible
proposition, but
unfortunately 
it's not flawless

“The first thing that strikes us about this little system
is its sheer scale and power. It’s seriously impressive
just how big a sound the Q Acoustics M7 is capable of”

2 x optical in

KEY FEATURES

aptX Bluetooth

24-bit/192kHz

support
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We would like more expression 
throughout the mids and treble though, 
which aren’t as detailed as we’d like. Voices 
lack the level of insight you’ll hear on the 
very best systems – the M7 tends to gloss 
over the subtler nuances, while the treble 
doesn’t always sound as natural as it should.

A stream of Mozart’s Moonlight Sonata 
lays this bare. The M7 is just not capable of 
enough detail in the treble to give a realistic 
sense of depth and texture to the piano 
notes as they’re played, leaving them 
sounding more like a keyboard than they 
do a real piano.

Focus on the small stuff 
A stream isn’t the best source to judge a 
product on though, so we switch inputs to 
the optical and hook up our Cyrus CDi to 
try out some CDs. We put on The Diary of 
Alicia Keys and play You Don’t Know My 
Name. There’s certainly more detail and 
expression delivered than via Bluetooth, 
but it still feels lacking in absolute terms. 

It’s a musical listen, and the scale and 
solidity in the M7’s arsenal feels greater 
still, but, when it comes to listening more 
critically, we just want it to tell us more.

This is evident with another piece of 
piano music, Gymnopedie No.1 by Erik Satie, 
and though it offers more dynamics and 
gives the piano a more full and natural 
sound, it’s still not explicit as we’d like.

We decide to try the Q-AVA amp out with 
our reference ATC SCM11 speakers to see 
how much of this is down to the amp, and 
we’re greeted with a very similar sound. 
There’s still drive and scale to spare, even 
with speakers much bigger than those the
Q-AVA is made for, but we don’t feel like 
we’re being told much more through the 
midrange and treble than we are with the 
small Q7000is.

The amp just needs a subtler touch to 
make this happen – it puts a large, open and 

Usual subwoofer
controls plus an
unusual design
make for a highly
fl exible unit

The Q Acoustics
M7 comes with a
neat, simple and 
easy-to-use remote

impressive sound front and centre, but 
could do with a bit more focus on the small 
stuff to be a really complete package. 

Explosion of sound
Use it with your TV and there’s no doubt 
the Q Acoustics M7's bold character will 
work in its favour, delivering a bigger, wider 
and more open sound than most soundbars 
at this price.

The MoviEQ button is a cinema 
equalisation setting that aims to push this 
further still, pulling back the treble and 
boosting the bass by about 4dB. This has 
the result of putting more oomph behind 
explosions and action scenes. 

It certainly dishes out more bass with it 
switched on, but it loses some of its detail 
and tautness in the process. We prefer to 
keep it turned off – there’s plenty of solid 
bass as it is – but if you want more impact, 
try it out. Just make sure you turn it off for 

says

 Rating � � � �  �

VERDICT A big, bold sound from a small 
system at a reasonable price, but we are 
le   wanting more dynamics and detail

2

1

3

SOUND

FEATURES

BUILD

1

2

3

“Use it with your TV and there’s no doubt the Q Acoustics M7’s bold character works in its
favour, delivering a bigger, wider and more open sound than most soundbars at this price”

music, as the otherwise well-balanced 
sound strays a little into 'too rich' territory.

Flexible proposition
The Q Acoustics M7 is a desirable little 
package at a good price, delivering a huge 
sound from a small, compact system that 
should fit into most home set-ups. Put it 
like that and there seems to be little wrong

It’s an impressive and entertaining 
sound, but that lack of transparency in the 
midrange and treble does knock our initial 
enthusiasm for the system when we sit 
down for a more critical in-depth listen.

It’s hard to know exactly what the 
competition is for the M7 – if it’s a soundbar 
or all-in-one solution, a bigger, more open 
sound with a wider soundstage is a given 
here (with a few more wires to hide), while 
a pair of active speakers like the Dynaudio 
Xeo 2 deliver more on the detail and 
dynamics, but can’t match the M7 for scale.

The Q Acoustics M7 is an interesting and 
flexible proposition then, though 
unfortunately it's not flawless. But if you’re 
looking for a big, enthusiastic sound 
without the bulk, we’d still thoroughly 
recommend giving the M7 an audition.

However, if it were to take pride of place 
in our home, we'd need more expression to 
keep us really entertained. It is for this 
reason we can't give it the full five stars.

The compact casework is well made
and nicely fi nished too. It will fi t into
most spaces in your home without issue

Physical inputs are limited to two optical
and a single 3.5mm. We would like a
proper pair of stereo RCAs too, please

There's not much space on the back
panel, but Q Acoustics has managed to
fi t some decent quality speaker terminals

 IN DETAIL...
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No matter how many radio brands come 
along with designer labels and funky 
multicoloured designs, Roberts will always 
have one thing on its side: a rich heritage 
built on trust and, as holder of two Royal 
Warrants, tradition. The British company 
has far exceeded its humble beginnings 
over 80 years ago as a purveyor of radios 
with only a handful of employees and a 
single-figure weekly production yield. 

Its radio products have seeped into the 
wireless speaker market with much 
success: the Revival iStream 2 and 
Award-winning Stream 93i, for instance, 
bagging five-star reviews from us. So 
maybe casting its sights towards multi-
room isn’t so much of an ambitious gamble 
as a natural stepping-stone on the path of 
modern home audio.

Roberts’ multi-room R-Line comprises 
six wireless speakers, in three ranges: the 
R-Series, S-Series and a single soundbar.

The Sonos infl uence
While the R-Series speakers, with their tan 
leather strap and (optional) portable 
battery pack, look suitable for an afternoon 
picnic in the park, the two-strong S-Series 
is more like your standard, mains-
powered Sonos rival. Here we have 
the entry-level model, the S1.

It has become customary for us 
to compare any new multi-room 
product to a Sonos, which is 
unfortunate for the competition. 
The multi-room mogul is 
undoubtedly an inspiration for 
many entering the market, and 
Roberts hasn’t tried to hide that at 
all. Not when it comes to looks.

With a curved tubular design and 
grille wrapping hiding its two 
tweeters and single woofer, the
S1 looks very similar to the Play:1. 
Despite the cheap plastic feel of
the top panel and the buttons on it, 
the S1's immaculate finish is nicely 
decorated with silver accents, 
giving it some of the retro styling 
that defines Roberts’ products.

But the features list is even more 
impressive. Once hooked up to 
your local network, via wi-fi or 
ethernet, the S1 can stream music 
from your PC, NAS drive or Spotify 
streaming service, and play internet 
radio channels.

 Rating � � �  �   �

Erratic internet connection? Off-air 
music playback is also possible via 
Bluetooth (there’s NFC for one-touch 
pairing) and a 3.5mm input on the S1’s rear. 
That’s one over on Sonos, certainly.

Roberts is on a level playing field with 
Sonos when it comes to file compatibility, 
choosing not to fly the hi-res flag but 
tapping out at CD-quality. But it fails to 
snap at the heels of its competitor’s vast 
streaming service support, which alongside 
Spotify includes Tidal, Amazon Music and 
Google Play Music. Roberts will need to 
build its repertoire to be in the running as 
the next multi-room marvel.

No loitering
We can only hope that’s possible, as, instead 
of investing in its own proprietary app, 
Roberts has opted to run with Undok, a 
universal app used by the likes of Ruark 
Audio and Revo. Undok is compatible not 
only with the R-Line range, but older 
models like the Stream 93i too, and we’re 
pleased to report it works smoothly with 
the S1. The interface couldn’t be simpler, 

F I R S T  T E S T

VERDICT The S1 is nice to use, but its 
average sound quality puts it a long way 
down the multi-room leader board

SOUND 

FEATURES 

BUILD 

with most functions under three self-
explanatory tabs: Source, Now Playing and 
Browse. It doesn’t loiter loading our various 
music libraries, and there’s very little 
hesitation when it comes to pairing and 
ungrouping speakers. All in all, it’s a 
painless experience – as it should be.

Hot under the collar
There’s a switch on the back to change the 
presentation between wide and normal,
but even with the latter activated there’s 
less to be excited about in the sound 
department. Yes, the S1’s undoing is nigh.

It throws out sound much further than 
its proportions suggest, and for that reason 
doesn’t have to be consigned to small 
rooms. Reasonable detail spreads through a 
soundfield that’s balanced, crisp and 
snappy from top to bottom. 

A vocal talent, it seizes Nina Simone’s 
throaty vocal in I Wish I Knew How It Would 
Feel to Be Free, projecting it with confidence 
and largely getting across the dynamic 
emphasis she places on certain lyrics. But it 
is let down by a hardness that tarnishes the 
upper midrange, and that doesn’t settle 
down even after a weekend’s run-in. 

While the soundstage is spacious, poor 
timing and organisation gets the S1 a little 
hot under the collar when fed dense 
material – the labyrinthine electronics in 
Front Line Assembly’s Deadened, say. The 
Sonos Play:1 is a more engaging listen, 
carrying the track’s trippy dubstep rhythms 
with greater clarity and energy, and offering 
more insight into the layered synths.

Roberts has successfully strayed from its 
home turf before, but this time the venture 
is as much miss as hit. While looks and user 
experience can’t be faulted, features and 
sound quality need to be better than ‘okay’ 
before we recommend it takes up shelf 
space in one of your rooms, let alone several.
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Bluetooth

Wi-fi

KEY FEATURES

Spotify Connect

Connect the S1 
using the ethernet 
option for the
most stable results

The multi-room  
market is heavily
infl uenced by 
Sonos, but Roberts 
has made little 
attempt to hide it

FOR Sizable sound; clear and 
balanced; easy-to-follow app

AGAINST Midrange has hard 
edge; more services needed

� � � �  �

 “An ambitious gamble”
Roberts R-Line S1  |  Wireless speaker  |  £180



FOR Adds richness and detail; 
better precision to note edges

AGAINST Trades natural 
fl uidity; makes iPhone bulky

"We can’t think of a more elegant way of sprucing 
up the sound quality of your iPhone. Rivals involve
carrying an extra device and a cable. Far too messy"
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Forget death and taxes, the two things 
you can be certain of are the need for better 
quality music and your Apple iPhone’s 
battery depleting quicker than a jug of 
Pimm’s at Wimbledon. Wouldn’t it be great 
if someone made a device to address both?

Arcam has done just that. The 
MusicBoost S is a portable headphone 
amplifier, DAC and battery pack that fits 
your iPhone like a glove, for £120. It is 
designed specifically for the Apple iPhone 6 
and 6S, but considering there are tens of 
millions of those smartphones in use, it’s 
not as niche as you might think.

Tight fi t
The original MusicBoost was designed with 
only the iPhone 6 in mind, and while Arcam 
claimed it would also fit the 6S, it was a 
struggle to free it from the case. The fit was 
far too tight, even with the iPhone 6. 

With the updated model mentioning 
both iPhone models on the box, and taking 
into account the extra thickness of the 6S, 

calls via your headphones. But it might just 
be worth all that hassle, as the best part 
about the Arcam is that battery pack.

Arcam claims to provide 120 per cent 
extra battery life, which in the real world 
equates to a full charge when your iPhone 
is on its last legs – and leaves enough left 
over to keep powering the DAC.

It’s a quick charger, too. Our iPhone 6S 
went from 10 to 40 per cent in half an hour, 
which is handy when your phone is fast 
running down the red bar. After an hour 
and a half, we were back up to 90 per cent. 
That’s a godsend for iPhone users.

You don’t have to keep it charging, either. 
You can turn the charger on or off with the 
left button on the MusicBoost S. If your 
iPhone’s battery is full, there’s no need to 
sap the back-up battery while listening to 
music. Press the button on the right to 
check battery status, and four LEDs indicate 
how much charge is left on the Arcam.

You’ll also find a 3.5mm headphone port, 
a micro-USB for charging and speaker grilles 

that mirror the iPhone’s placed at the 
bottom edge of the MusicBoost S. 

Flowing eff ortlessly
But does the Arcam actually make the 
iPhone sound better? Plug in your favourite 
pair of headphones, and you’ll find a richer, 
more precise presentation.

Whether you’re playing Spotify streams 
or FLAC files, there’s a greater sense of 
weight and solidity to the sound. Basslines 
have more impact and go deeper on David 
Bowie’s Lazarus, and the Arcam does a 
better job at defining the stop and start of 
notes than the iPhone alone. Guitar strums 
are more raunchy and articulate, and there’s 
more space between the instruments too.

The resulting sound is louder and more 
full-bodied through the Arcam, which is 
plenty enough reason to give it a go. The 
one caveat is you lose some of the iPhone’s 
natural ability to make music flow 
effortlessly. That agile, delicate sense of 
rhythm we love is traded off for more 
oomph. Fiona Apple’s lilting voice on Every 
Single Night is melodic and expressive 

F I R S T  T E S T
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The build quality 
of the Arcam is 
good, but it won't
act as a protective 
case for an iPhone

Give your iPhone a Boost

through the iPhone’s own DAC, bolder but 
not quite as musical through the Arcam.

We can’t think of a more elegant way of 
sprucing up the sound quality of your 
iPhone. Using something like the Oppo 
HA-2 or Audioquest DragonFly with your 
smartphone means carrying an extra device 
and a cable. Far too messy.

The Arcam isn’t perfect, and there are 
compromises to be made if you decide to 
use it. But the sound quality is a decent 
jump up from the iPhone, and we love that 
it works as a battery pack as well.

Arcam MusicBoost S  |  iPhone DAC/amp/battery pack  |  £120

says

 Rating � � � �  �

VERDICT It’s not perfect, but Arcam’s 
DAC/amp/battery pack combination is
a decent companion for your iPhone

SOUND

FEATURES

BUILD

3.5mm output

120 per cent 

increase in battery

micro USB

KEY FEATURES

the new MusicBoost S is a much better fit. 
You still have to apply a fair amount of 
pressure to release the iPhone, but it is 
easier to slide out, and the soft-touch finish 
makes it nice to hold. The build quality is 
solid and durable, and essentially it feels 
rather like a luxury item in your hand.

But the MusicBoost S makes the iPhone 
bulkier, forcing you to adjust your hold on 
the phone when texting or playing games. 
It's also heavier and wider to carry around. 
You’ll have to ditch your iPhone’s protective 
case too, although the Arcam isn’t exactly 
the best substitute. While the camera and 
bottom edge are covered, the top and both 
sides of the phone are left exposed so you 
can access the volume and power buttons. 
That won’t be enough to protect your 
iPhone if you do happen to drop it.

Another annoyance is the Arcam stops 
the in-line mic and remote controls on your 
headphones from working, as it’s no longer 
going straight into the iPhone’s 3.5mm port. 
If you’re committed to using the 
MusicBoost S, you’ll have to forfeit being 
able to change volume, skip tracks or take 



KEF.COM O B S E S S E D W I T H H I G H R E S O L U T I O N

WIRELESS SPEAKER

Design by Ross Lovegrove. Sound by KEF.

Innovation disrupts.When KEF collaborated with design
guru Ross Lovegrove to create the mighty MUON, it
rocked the world of extreme high end audio. Inspired
by the mighty MUON’s sculptural organic form and
breakthrough technologies, the MUO makes new waves
in the pursuit of art and sound perfection.

M U O N
J U S T G OT

M I G H T Y
S M A L L

“If the KEF MUO was to walk into a roomful of Bluetooth
speakers, there’s no doubt a respectful hush would descend:

it’s royalty when it comes to audio quality.”

Alphr, February 2016



FOR Large, open presentation; 
excellent build; retro style

AGAINST Stiff  competition; 
needs more dynamic ability
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It’s a brave soul who enters the stereo 
amplifier market looking to make a lasting 
impression. At £700, the integrated 
Pioneer A-50DA has the build quality, 
features list and the heritage to make a 
bold stand. But it faces tough 
competition from the likes of Arcam, 
Cambridge Audio and Rega. 

The A-50DA's closest rivals are two 
Award-winners: the Cambridge CXA60 
(£500) and the Arcam A19 (£650). The 
CXA60 is more affordable and the A19 
doesn’t have an integrated DAC, so in 
e� ect the Pioneer sits between the two.

Push ‘Direct’ for openness
The Pioneer's presentation is wonderfully 
large-scaled and airy, with plenty of space 
for voices and instruments to soar. Yellow 
Light by Of Monsters and Men sounds 
sweet and breezy, with the Icelandic duo’s 
voices coming across clearly. Make sure
you keep the ‘direct’ button turned on to 
get the most of that openness.

The presentation is a touch forward, but 
it’s such a clean and even balance across 
frequencies that it doesn’t bother us much.

The highs have plenty of space to breathe 
with no spiky or bright edges. There’s ample 
weight underpinning the Pioneer’s sound, 
with the punchy notes of Marilyn Manson’s 
Killing Strangers coming across with weight 
and authority. We’d run the amp in 
overnight for the sound to settle, though. 

But even as it powers through a song 
with lots of muscle, it’s not quite as solid-
sounding as the Arcam A19, which reveals 
more texture around those intense drum 
hits and moody basslines. The Pioneer 
tends to make everything sound nice and 
pleasant, whereas the Arcam and 
Cambridge are more capable of conveying 
the attitude and emotion of a song.

What the A-50DA lacks is outright drive. 
Dynamic upheavals and lilting voices need 
an extra layer of subtlety to be fully 
expressive. We want a touch more sparkle 
to the tinkering keyboards in Yellow Light, 
and for the pauses in the song to be deeper 

The Pioneer is built like a brick, but the 
large, sturdy build exudes quality thanks to 
a shiny aluminium front panel and nicely 
finished controls. It’s a retro look, with 
knobs and dials clicking satisfyingly. We 
like the heavy and notched feel of the input 
selector, and wish the volume and tonal 
controls were weighted in the same way. 
But it’s still a lovely product to use.

If something lights up, it’s in brilliant 
blue, making it easy to see at a glance which 
input or feature is selected. You can control 
every aspect of the amplifier using the 
remote control, from selecting each input 
to switching between the two pairs of 
speaker outputs. The slim wand feels nice 
in hand, and the buttons are intuitive to 
use. Volume changes work in tandem with 
the rotary dial on the amp – you can see it 
turn instantly when buttons are pressed.

The A-50DA is a great-looking piece of kit 
and nice to use. Its sound quality may not 
have beaten the current leaders in the field, 
with a lack of outright drive, subtlety and 
organisation stopping it from getting the 
full five stars. But that open soundstage and 
smooth performance are sure to find fans.

F I R S T  T E S T
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Pioneer makes a bold stand
Pioneer A-50DA  |  Stereo amplifier  |  £700

says

 Rating � � � �  �

VERDICT This Pioneer doesn't beat the 
competition, but its design, ease of use 
and pleasing sound will win many over

SOUND 

FEATURES 

BUILD 

Quadruple DSD 

support 

Class D amp

KEY FEATURESand more dramatic. It’s a full-bodied listen, 
but it doesn’t quite capture your attention 
the way the others do.

Inside the A-50DA is a class D amplifier 
which outputs a claimed 65W per channel 
into eight ohms. The digital side of things is 
handled by an asynchronous DAC that 
supports hi-res 32-bit/384kHz. Music at 
that resolution may be fairly limited in 
availability, but at least the option is there. 

It also supports all existing formats – FLAC, 
WAV, AIFF – in hi-res, plus double- and 
quadruple-speed DSD files.

Built like a brick
A USB type-B input lets you feed hi-res files 
from your laptop. There are four line-level 
inputs, digital optical and coaxial inputs 
and an MM phono input for turntables, 
though high-output MC cartridges will 
work too. We prefer the analogue inputs, as 
the Pioneer’s DAC sounds rather thin and 
shallow compared with the line-level 
performance. You lose a lot of that open 
presentation via the digital inputs, too.

There are two sets of speaker outputs, so 
you can drive speakers in another room or 
switch different pairs in the same room. 
There's also the scope to use the Pioneer as 
a power amplifier – add it to your 5.1 home 
cinema system, and you can use the 
A-50DA to power your front speakers.

32-bit/384kHz 
DAC

“The Pioneer is wonderfully large-scaled and airy,
with space for voices and instruments to soar, and 
a clean and even balance across frequencies”
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We should point out from the start that 
while the TX-40DX600B is a 4K screen 
with a 3840 x 2160 resolution, it doesn’t 
support High Dynamic Range (HDR). For 
top-end tellies in 2016, 4K and HDR have 
tended to come hand-in-hand, likewise 
with the 4K Blu-ray discs trickling into the 
market now. A question pops into our 
minds: will the 4K discs still look good on a 
screen without HDR support?

We start with one of our favourite 4K 
Blu-ray discs, Mad Max: Fury Road. The 
Panasonic screen is filled with pin-sharp 
detail, with the gritty textures of the 
monstrous cars displayed clearly. It’s a 
wonderfully crisp picture without being 
overly sharp. You can pick out the dirt and 
grime on people’s faces, the rusty metal, the 
grains of sand – there’s plenty of detail here.

Sit close to the screen and you won’t find 
much noise at all – it’s a fine picture. The 
fiery reds are scorching, while the blues 
make a cool contrast. It’s vibrant enough to 
be exciting, but doesn’t go over the edge 
into being oversaturated.

Panasonic strikes just the right colour 
balance, which is more apparent when 
you’re watching sitcoms such as Brooklyn 
Nine-Nine, or old episodes of Top Gear in 

A 40-inch screen with Ultra HD 4K 
resolution that costs just £500? That 
sounds too good to be true. But the 
Panasonic TX-40DX600B promises the 
latest picture technology wrapped up in a 
small package that doesn’t cost a fortune. 

But first, we have a couple of questions: 
is a 40in screen too small to fully appreciate 
the pixel-popping awesomeness of 4K? And 
does this TV strike the perfect balance 
between size, price and top tech?

Aesthetic ability
The TV itself has a sturdy build, with a slim 
bezel surrounding the 40in screen, and 
shiny feet that stand rigidly on the surface. 
It’s not the slimmest TV, but it’s not too 
chunky either. It’s the ideal size for fitting 
into the corner of a living room.

Around the back you’ll find three HDMI 
inputs, two of which are HDCP2.2-certified 
– those are compatible with 4K Blu-ray 
discs and players. Component and 
composite inputs, an optical output and 
two USB ports round up the list of this 
screen's connections. 

The remote control included is a 
standard handset that’s intuitive to use and 
works responsively with the TV’s menus.

standard def, which look decent when 
upscaled to fill the 4K screen. Blue skies, 
skin tones, office interiors and car paint all 
look natural, and there are no discernible 
motion issues during high-speed car chases.

Standard assessment
There is the expected dip in quality with 
the standard definition picture, which is 
fuzzy and not as detailed compared with 
the 4K Blu-ray, but it’s still watchable and, 
more importantly, enjoyable.

Regardless of source material, what stops 
us from completely loving this Panasonic 
TV is a matter of subtlety and contrast. A 
touch more low-level detail would stop 
characters and objects from looking flat 
against the background at times. We want 
more gradations of shading to make them 
look fully three-dimensional and realistic.

You can see a decent amount of detail in 
shadows, but the black and dark areas could 
go that bit deeper. The picture in general 
could be brighter, too. Turning up the 
brightness level in the settings only makes 
the image look faded and washed out – we 
want more punch and intensity to bright 
scenes combined with a less-compromised 
degree of black depth.

4K at an affordable price – 
an appealing proposition

F I R S T  T E S T

FOR Good picture quality; full- 
bodied sound; nice interface

AGAINST 4K picture isn’t as 
good as it could be; no HDR

Like its slim bezel, the Pansonic’s 
metal feet are attractive – and give 
the screen a sure footing

Two of the three HDMI inputs are 
HDCP2.2-certifi ed, so compatible 
with 4K Blu-ray discs and players

We really like the clear, colourful 
icons within the interface – not least 
because they’re highly customisable

It's reassuring to have Panasonic’s 
standard remote with its clear, 
easy-to-use, responsive buttons

� � � � �

 IN DETAIL...

Panasonic TX-40DX600B  |  4K Television  |  £500

USE IT WITH

Netfl ix
£9/month

Great for TV shows 
as well as fi lms. You 
can get it cheaper, 

but not with 4K
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Though you only really notice the level 
of clarity and detail in the 4K film once 
you’ve compared it with the Blu-ray (which 
upscales admirably on the 40in screen), 
there isn’t enough of a difference to make 
you go “wow” when you see 4K.

While you do get a step up in detail, 
clarity and sharpness, the screen’s small 
size and lack of HDR means you don’t get 
the full blast of how gorgeous a 4K Blu-ray 
picture can be.

Blu-ray performance is better, and isn’t 
too far off the 4K. Here the Panasonic 
manages to strike that balance between 
contrast and brightness more successfully, 
and ends up being a more satisfying watch.

Easy on the ear
Spending time with the Panasonic TX-
40DX600B, it takes us a while to realise we 
aren’t immediately yearning for a soundbar. 
It has a pleasantly full-bodied sound. Voices 
are solid and direct, and the overall 
presentation is warm and rather punchy. 
There’s no brittle top end or booming bass. 

We’re big fans of Panasonic’s Firefox OS 
interface: colourful circular icons that you 
can ‘pin’ to the home screen. It’s simple and 
straightforward to use, and the brightly 
coloured design is neat and appealing.

When you first fire it up, you’ll see 
bubbles for live TV, apps, connected devices 
and Freeview Play appear on top of 
whatever you’re watching. Navigating your 
way around them is easy, and we like that 
the interface isn’t too intrusive. Launching 
apps such as Netflix takes mere seconds, 
while scrolling through the input list or 
programme guide goes without a hitch.

You can add more icons to the home 
screen by ‘pinning' your favourite apps 
(such as Amazon Video, YouTube or BBC 
Sport) and then rearranging the order. 
Simply press ‘option’ on the remote after 
selecting an app to pin, move or delete it.

The TV comes with Freeview Play and 
Freetime, which lets you roll back the 
programme guide and catch up with a 
week’s worth of shows. It also puts all the 
UK’s catch-up TV apps in one place: BBC 
iPlayer, All 4, the ITV Hub and Demand 5 
are all available on the 40DX600B.

You’ll need an internet connection for 
Freeview Play to work. Wired ethernet and 

built-in wi-fi are provided, and both 
methods are stable.

Not everyone can fit a large TV into their 
living room, so the 40DX600B is ideal for 
those with limited space. Add to that 4K 
technology at an affordable price and you 
have an appealing proposition. There are 
4K TVs from Finlux and Hisense available 
at this money, although neither quite 
matches this Panasonic which, despite 
some shortcomings, is worth considering.

says

 Rating � � � �  �  

VERDICT Though not perfect, this elegant 
screen off ers an appealing experience at 
an aff ordable price

PICTURE

SOUND

FEATURES

“It’s wonderfully crisp. You can pick out the dirt 
and grime on people’s faces, the rusty metal, the 
grains of sand – there’s plenty of detail here”

Freeview Play

Ultra HD 4K

KEY FEATURES

40in screen

Here’s proof  4K 
tech can make its 
presence felt on a 
modestly sized 
screen – even 
without HDR





FOR Clear, open sound; good 
drive and organisation

AGAINST Poorly integrated 
sub; midrange lacks detail
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Soundbars aren’t satisfied with being just 
soundbars anymore. They now offer all 
manner of wireless 5.1 set-ups, hi-res music 
playback, multi-room capabilities and 
streaming options. Sometimes going back 
to basics might not be such a bad thing.

The Sony HT-NT5 sits at the top of 
Sony’s soundbar line-up for 2016. It boasts 
a stylish design, with a slim profile 
that can either be laid flat under 
your TV or wall-mounted. It will 
automatically know which way it 
has been positioned and adjust its 
EQ to suit – just be aware that it’s quite 
deep and you’ll need a fair bit of space in 
front of your telly.

Healthy connections
The HT-NT5 is made up of two parts: the 
three-way, two-channel soundbar and its 
accompanying wireless subwoofer. The 
soundbar itself features two clusters of 
drivers at either edge, each comprising a 
single mid/bass unit angled diagonally 
upwards and two tweeters – one sitting 
under the grille and one along the bottom 
edge. All six drivers are powered by their 
own proprietary S-Master HX amplifier.

On the back you’ll find a healthy number 
of connections, with an ARC-enabled HDMI 
output, three HDMI ins (all HDCP 2.2 
compliant), one each of analogue audio and 
optical digital, and a USB port on the side. 
There’s also an ethernet connection and 
dual-band wi-fi, plus Bluetooth as well.

Getting set up is pretty straightforward, 
as the sub is as plug-and-play as it gets. It 
automatically links to the soundbar when 
you switch it on (shown by a solid green 
light) and there are no crossover or phase 
controls to mess with – you’re just left to 
decide on positioning and volume.

Sony offers the option to add wireless 
surrounds for a more enveloping sound, 
which can be done via the soundbar’s 

easy-to-use homepage. This is also where 
you go to change settings or select a source, 
including the likes of Spotify Connect, 
Bluetooth and home network devices, 
alongside the physical connections.

It supports music up to 24-bit/192kHz, 
plus Sony’s SongPal app for iOS and 
Android allows you to connect the HT-NT5 
to other Sony kit in your house to create a 
quick and easy multi-room setup.

Delivering drama
We put on Captain America: The Winter 
Soldier and skip to the stand-off between 
the Winter Soldier and the Avengers. It’s a 
big soundstage with plenty of scale, so you 
can really push the volume to neighbour-
bothering levels without an issue. It’s a fast, 
agile sound too. As cars collide and metal 
crunches, there’s a satisfying zing to the 
treble that stays on the right side of bright 
without sounding hard – something Sony’s 
soundbars haven’t always managed before. 

This crisp high-end helps create an 
upfront sound supported by a clean, open 
midrange that ensures dialogue is clear and 
projected, even in the busiest of scenes.

It’s not always the most expressive 
though. We’d like to be able to hear more 
detail in both a character’s voice and the 
movie soundtrack. The sound might be fast 
and organised, but it needs a better grip on 
dynamics to deliver drama or suspense.

This is particularly the case in busy 
scenes – the HT-NT5 finds it difficult to 
separate noises and effects, becoming 
congested and lacking space. With less to 
worry about, the HT-NT5 can concentrate 
on fewer things, which helps with detail 
levels and dynamics. But unfortunately the 
sub is the weak link, proving too soft-
handed to create any impact. Explosions 
and gunshots sound bigger than through 
your TV, but they lack the punch a 
soundbar at this level should have. 

It’s a similar story with music. The bass 
makes itself heard, but it’s poorly integrated 
and feels disjointed from the rest of the 
mix. Vocals lack the subtler details we need 
to really connect with the music.

The HT-NT5 is a well-designed soundbar 
that appears a tempting proposition, even 
with a £600 price tag. However, despite its 
ability to make things louder, wider and 
more focused, we’re not getting much more 
detail than from our television speakers 
– and that’s not good enough at this price.

F I R S T  T E S T
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The two-part Sony HT-NT5
is made up of a three-way, 
two-channel soundbar 
and a wireless subwoofer

The HT-NT5 can either be laid fl at
under your TV, or wall-mounted. It
automatically adjusts the EQ to suit

The Devil’s in the lack of detail
Sony HT-NT5  |  Soundbar  |  £600

says

 Rating � � � �  �

VERDICT Another stylish soundbar from 
Sony, but its lack of detail, dynamics and 
low-end punch leave us wanting more

SOUND 

FEATURES 

BUILD 

Wireless subwoofer

1 x HDMI output

3 x HDMI inputs

KEY FEATURES

24-bit/192kHz 

file support

“The HT-NT5 is a well-
designed soundbar and  
a tempting proposition, 
even with a £600 price”



says

When we think of Libratone, we think 
woolly wireless speakers. At least that was 
the case before the Scandinavian company 
adopted new fabric for its Zipp line. So does 
the new ONE Click – the flagship of the 
brand’s new portable Bluetooth GO series 
– see the return of the huggable speaker? 
Sadly not.

But interestingly it is, as Libratone puts 
it, ‘a customisable Bluetooth speaker’. That 
doesn’t mean you can have it in your 
favourite shade of blue with your name 
stitched on it, but the concept – less bling, 
more businesslike – centres on a modular 
design instead.

You've been framed
The ONE Click’s book-shaped metal mesh 
chassis – a departure from Libratone’s 
water-bottle form – features a removable 
rubber frame that caters for two 
interchangeable handles: a hook for 
hanging on a tree, and a carry strap for, well, 
carrying. The frame is relatively easy to 
‘click’ in and out, and fits snugly and tightly 
around the chassis.

Keeping it housebound? Take a look at 
the ONE Style model in the range: it’s 
essentially the same speaker, but with a 
fixed finger-loop handle frame instead.

The ONE Click is available in dark grey, 
light grey or green. It feels sturdy enough to 
survive a tumble, but Libratone’s maternal 
instincts appear to have kicked in anyway. 
The company has given it rubber bumpers 
(think knee and elbow pads) to protect it 
from bumps and scrapes. It's splashproof 
too, meeting the IPX4 standard.

Inside and out
Hiding behind the same soft-mesh material 
that wraps the Zipp and Zipp Mini is an 8cm 
woofer, a 30mm tweeter and two passive 
radiators. Decoration is limited to the 
intuitive, bird-emblazoned touch panel also 
found on the Zipp speakers. Ultimately, 
design is very much the Scandinavian way 
(smart and minimalist, not tall and blonde).

Typically for a speaker of this size and 
price, portability heads the ONE Click’s list 
of highlights. As for battery life, you should 
get a maximum of 12 hours’ playback, 
depending on listening volume. 

While the ONE Click isn’t multi-room 
in the strictest sense, Bluetooth + 1 
technology and Libratone’s app mean 
two speakers can be linked together, 

 Rating � � � �  �

or one can be paired with a Zipp speaker to 
play in stereo.

The ONE Click doesn’t need to be 
cylindrical to feature the brand’s signature 
360-degree sound. When it's upright, drivers 
fire sound out from both sides to establish a 
central spot in a room or on a picnic blanket. 
They produce a sound� eld that’s equal parts 
tall and wide, and certainly more balanced 
and open than when the Click is laid flat.

True to form?
So presentation gets a tick. But does the 
ONE Click accurately reproduce Libratone’s 
typically clear, smooth and rhythmic 
sound? Largely – though we have some 
doubts about the last of those. 

The Click has the shrewdness to pick out 
details and textures, but punctuality is not 
its greatest asset. The UE Boom 2 has a 
steadier pulse, stripping down the 

F I R S T  T E S T

VERDICT Libratone can add this to 
its catalogue of well designed, capable 
wireless speakers

SOUND 

FEATURES 

BUILD 

overlapping rhythmic 
patterns in 

65daysofstatic’s Radio 
Protector with more 
precise timing and a 
stronger sense of 
togetherness. A 
slight hollowness 
that taints the 
Libratone’s upper 
bass frequencies is a 
barrier to outright 
tonal balance too.

Otherwise, it’s 
business as usual. 
That familiar smooth 
weightiness hugs 
instruments, getting 
behind the song’s 
drums as much as its 
trebly xylophones. 
There’s solidarity 
and substance here, 
and while it would 

be generous to say its 
presentation exudes 

insight or texture, it hardly lacks either. 
With its penchant for refinement, the 

Libratone is at home with a man-and-his-
guitar track like Iron & Wine’s Resurrection 
Fern, where it puts in a solid midrange 
performance and delivers engaging 
acoustic plucking and husky vocals.

Libratone has gone back to basics with 
this more affordable range. But it hasn’t 
reined in the charm, beauty or, more 
importantly, quality that has made its more 
ambitious wireless speakers such a success. 
While there are better-sounding portable 
speakers out there for this money, 
including the UE Boom 2 and Audio Pro 
Addon T3, there are plenty of poorer-
sounding ones too. If you're without a 
Bluetooth speaker, this one’s a good shout.
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12hr battery life

KEY FEATURES

Bluetooth

3.5mm input

FOR Intuitive controls; clear, 
exansive sound; splashproof

AGAINST Needs better 
timing; rivals have more detail

� � � � �

Libratone gets a handle on sound
Libratone ONE Click  |  Wireless speaker  |  £140

Firing sound out 
from both sides, 
the ONE Click 
creates a tall, wide 
soundfi eld



ECLIPSE - All that you love and all that you feel from music, delivered by
Tannoy’s most affordable high fidelity loudspeaker series to date. Eclipse is
dynamic, engaging, and capable of connecting you with music like no other
loudspeaker in its class. There are five models to choose from; all finished in a 
stylish satin black oak, and designed to put other speakers in the shade.

For more information please visit tannoy.com

Sound 
expectations...
Eclipsed
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Neat, huh? That’s what we thought in 
2014 when awarding their big brothers, the 
Xeo 4s (£1775), five stars for their versatility 
and so-good-we-can’t-believe-it’s-wireless 
performance. Dynaudio set out to design 
the Xeo 2s as more affordable, smaller 
versions but, although they succeed in 
fulfilling the same promise in a smaller 
package, a few changes had to be made 
along the way.

Fresh ingredients
An all-new 28mm soft-dome tweeter and 
14cm Magnesium Silicate Polymer cone 
driver are each driven by 65W of digital 
Class D amplification – up from the Xeo 4’s 
50W. While in theory that sounds like more 
power from a smaller footprint, the greater 
wattage is actually to balance out the much 
smaller cabinet volume.

How small? 25cm tall and no deeper than 
the width of the average outstretched hand, 
each box can be carried comfortably under 
an arm. That means they don’t require a 
particularly large desk when spread in a 
stereo set-up – or even one at all if you buy 
the dedicated footstand or wall bracket. 

The choice of colour is still between 
black and silver, but without the premium 

If Dynaudio ran a TV commercial for the 
Xeo 2s, we imagine ‘more than just 
speakers’ would be somewhere in the 
tagline. And unlike the car and shampoo 
products that ride the popular slogan, 
there’d be some truth behind the marketing 
hyperbole. With digital amplifiers, DACs 
and Bluetooth receivers built-in, these 
two-way active standmounts should be 
seen as more of a system; as four (possibly 
five) hi-fi boxes in two. When you look at it 
that way, £995 doesn’t seem as much for 
these dinky things now, does it?

The idea’s simple: just plug both 
speakers into the mains and add a source 
– whether that’s a smartphone or laptop 
connected via Bluetooth, or a TV or hi-fi 
component plugged into one of the Xeo 2s’ 
3.5mm, RCA or optical inputs.

Ripe for resolution
The latter supports files up to 
24-bit/192kHz, so hi-res and network 
playback from a connected streamer is 
possible. Alternatively, the optional £295 
Dynaudio Connect can bring wi-fi onboard 
the Xeo 2s for DLNA and Spotify Connect 
compatibility, as well as USB (with support 
up to 96kHz) and coaxial (to 192kHz) inputs.

look or feel of the Xeo 4’s lacquer coating 
it’s reasonable to at first feel a little 
short-changed when it comes to design. 
Still, the satin finish and aluminium baffle 
are, if not particularly head-turning, smart 
and immaculately applied.

We like the control integration too: flush 
touch buttons on the top, with the baffle 
sporting two small LED indicators. Pressing 
‘O’ switches on the speakers, and holding 
down the plus and minus volume buttons 
either side initiates Bluetooth pairing. It 
really couldn’t be simpler.

During wired connectivity, the Xeo 2s 
automatically scan the inputs for a signal, 
though there is also an intuitive, well-
marked remote the size of a Milky bar for 
manual selection too.

At home in space
You can tweak the EQ settings to suit the 
speakers’ position in the room, but even 
with ‘wall‘ activated, we found they hit the 
best balance with at least 10cm of space 
behind them. There, tonality occupies 
neutral territory and detail spreads evenly 
in a soundstage you’d think would belong to 
boxes twice the size. Like the shortest player 
on a basketball court, the modest boxes go 

 “Packing a hugely 
accomplished sound”

F I R S T  T E S T

FOR Taut, controlled low-end; 
timing; integrated design

AGAINST Appearance is 
barely in keeping with price

Out of the box, the Xeo 2s sport a 
tweeter cover – boldy coloured so 
you won't forget to remove it…

Neat, simple top-mounted controls: 
press the two volume touch buttons 
together for Bluetooth pairing 

A recessed connection panel means 
you can set the host speaker against 
a wall, free of protruding wires

The ‘rivets‘ around the mid-bass 
drivers and tweeters create a smart, 
modern-industrial look

� � � � �

 IN DETAIL...

Dynaudio Xeo 2  |  Stereo speakers  |  £995
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F I R S T  T E S T

out with something to prove, affording 
music scale and authority in abundance.

Is wireless sound a compromise? Usually 
yes, although the Xeo 2s sound anything 
but compromised. Their Bluetooth 
presentation enjoys a clarity and 
sophistication that masks their wirelessness. 
One advantage of active speakers is that 
engineers can tune the various elements to 
work in harmony – and it pays off here, as 
the frequencies are well integrated.

Bass power and depth also belie physical 
proportions, and praise of the low-end can 
be extended to agility too. The drubbing 
drums introducing Anohni’s Crisis are full 
(never tubby) and controlled, bouncing 
along in step with the scything synths.

That precision and rhythmic agility is 
sustained as jubilant synth lines twist 
around one another and lace over the top of 

Though modest in 
size, the Xeo 2s 
include digital amps, 
DACs and Bluetooth 
receivers. Just plug 
them in and attach 
your choice of source

her vocals, which sound as cavernous and 
impassioned as the lyrical theme implies. 

Those expressive mids hold the centre of 
the soundstage with focus and solidity 
aplenty, and meet an articulate treble where 
the dulcet tones of the twinkling 
electronica chime sweetly in the open 
headroom. There’s a level of transparency 
you’d be hard-pressed to find from a 
similarly priced system of hi-fi separates.

Jump to the beat
Tempo changes in the track play into the 
hands of the punctual, feisty Xeos – they 
don’t stutter as a squall of dense 
electronics breaks out from starker, 
more meandering instrumentals.

Timeliness and musicality both seem to 
come naturally to the Dynaudios, and 
nothing feels like hard labour for them – 

even the oft-demanding task of handling a 
lo-res Spotify stream with aplomb.

Thanks to the Xeo’s forgiving nature, 
they still sound enjoyable compared with 
CD-quality WAVs, with space, detail and 
precision in decent supply. 

Sound quality compromised for the sake 
of convenience? Not here. Versatile, easy to 
house and packing a hugely accomplished 
sound worthy of their asking price, the 
Dynaudio Xeo 2s are a near-complete 
system in speakers' clothing – and a great 
one at that, whatever your source.

says

 Rating � � � � �  

VERDICT An impressive pair of do-it-all 
speakers in which compact dimensions 
and great sound happily co-exist

SOUND

COMPATIBILITY

BUILD

“The precision and rhythmic embrace is sustained 
as jubilant synth lines twist around one another 
and lace over the top of the impassioned vocals“

130W power

KEY FEATURES

Bluetooth

24-bit/192kHz 

(optical only)



International expansion is the name of the game 
at McIntosh Group, with a focus on high-end hi-fi

The world according to 

McIntosh
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INSIDER

The World of 
McIntosh has 
kitted out a New 
York townhouse 
with its full range

June 2014 to

May 2015

June 2015 to

May 2016

Year-on-year 

growth

Speakers £1.87m £3.06m 64%

Amplifiers £1.15m £1.16m 0.92%

CD players £0.198m £0.148m -25%

Turntables £0.030m £0.048m 62%

Receivers £0.330m £0.293 -11.3%

Integrated systems £0.677m £0.942m 39%

TOTAL UK SALES OF HIGH-END HI-FI OVER £3000 HOW THE MCINTOSH GROUP WAS BUILT

Fine Sounds Group acquires Sonus Faber in Italy
Integration of Audio Research,  
Mauro Grange appointed as CEO
Acquisition of Sumiko
Acquisition of Wadia 
Acquisition of McIntosh Labs
New WOM group launched at Munich High End
Management buyout with LBO France and Yarpa
New lifestyle brand Pryma launched
Opened first WOM townhouse and first WOM 
experience centre in the US

2007
2009

2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015

(source: Gfk. All brands, not just McIntosh Group)
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COMING SOONIt has always been our mission on 
What Hi-Fi? to keep things real-world 
and affordable, which is why we 
concentrate most of our reviews on 
products at the lower and middle part
of the price spectrum.

Each month, we cover the high-end in 
our Temptation section, where price is 
not an issue. We appreciate most 
people won’t be able to afford those 
products but, like yearning for a Ferrari 
or Lamborghini, it’s nice to dream.

If you’re looking for a company that 
has made a splash for itself in high-end 
hi-fi in recent years, then World of 
McIntosh is a good place to start. 

Global expansion
Born out of the Fine Sounds Group, 
which bought Italian speaker specialist 
Sonus Faber in 2007, the companies that 
now come under the WOM umbrella 
read like a Who’s Who? of high-end hi-fi: 
McIntosh, Audio Research, Sonus Faber, 
Wadia, Sumiko and most recently Pryma.

You can see the timeline of how the 
group came together in the panel on 
the left. Suffice to say that under the 
leadership of CEO Mauro Grange it 
has made a determined push to 
expand its portfolio, culminating in a 
management buyout with LBO France 
and Yarpa in 2014.

“We don’t want to change our DNA, 
but we do want to move forward,” says 
Grange. “In this journey we will never 
forget who we are.” That DNA is summed 
up as combining “history, craftsmanship 
and quality”.

McIntosh Labs, which gives its name 
to the group as a whole, was founded in 
1949 and Audio Research in 1970, so 
there’s plenty of heritage there. Sonus 
Faber was born in 1983 in Italy, while 
Wadia was formed more recently, in 
1998, by a team of engineers from the 3M 
Corporation – and, like McIntosh, is 
based in Binghamton, USA.

Luxury brands
The latest addition to the portfolio is 
Pryma, a luxury headphone brand with 
sound by Sonus Faber, launched 
towards the end of last year.

It’s clear WOM is on an expansion 
drive and, more widespread economic 
challenges notwithstanding, the 
company is convinced the market for 
high-end hi-fi remains robust.

But it is not oblivious to changes in 
consumer behaviour, and the fact that 
for most people today their music is 
either streamed or stored on a 
smartphone, tablet or laptop. That led to 
the creation of the Pryma ‘lifestyle’ 
headphone range, and most recently the 
unveiling of the extraordinary-looking 

I N S I D E R

McIntosh MVP901 
Blu-ray player 

$5500

McIntosh C2600 
tube preamp 

$7000

McIntosh MP100 
phono preamp 

$2000

1 Audio Research 
LS28 preamp 

£6998

2 Audio Research 
PH9 phono stage 

£6998

3 Audio Research 
DAC9 £6998

Audio Research 
VT80 stereo 

amplifi er (2017)

4 Sonus Faber SF16 
music system 

£9900

Pryma wireless, 
on-ear and over-ear 

headphones

Sonus Faber SF16 all-in-one hi-res 
wireless music-streaming system.

Even here though, the company drew 
on its heritage: the concept for the SF16 
was derived from the famous Sonus 
Faber ‘snail’ speaker system from 1980. 
It’s a highly unusual design, and likely to 
remain rare, as only 200 will be hand- 
made each year, selling for £9900 each.

“It was a huge challenge to develop 
this crazy idea, it was the tallest 
mountain to climb,” says Paolo Tezzon, 
head of R&D at Sonus Faber. “Initially I 
saw a large number of problems to solve. 

Pryma unveiled its first range of 
headphones, with sound by Sonus Faber, 
last year with prices starting from £380.

“Pryma is a new brand, so the rules are 
different,” says Livio Cucuzza, who heads 
the WOM Design Lab. 

Fashion statement 
“We are working in fashion, creating a 
luxury lifestyle product, it is something 
you wear. We need to build a new brand 
image, which is a big challenge for us.”

“By the end of 2016, sales of 
headphones globally will reach $30bn, 
and $70bn by 2022. We want to tap into 
that market,” adds Natascha Klein, VP of 
sales and marketing, lifestyle division. 

Cucuzza and his team are also working 
on a range of McIntosh lifestyle 
products, including headphones and 
smaller speakers. The McIntosh RS1000, 
unveiled at CES 2016 and one of our 
Stars of CES, is a case in point: it is the 
company’s first small wireless speaker to 
feature DTS Play-Fi technology, and can 
be used as part of a multi-room 
streaming system. A bigger version of 
the RS100 is on the cards too.

The adoption of DTS Play-Fi is another 
sign of the times: Ron Cornelius, 
McIntosh’s product manager, says the 
technology offers high-res streaming (up 
to 24-bit/192kHz) that’s in keeping with 
the brand’s image.

Reaching new customers is about 
more than just new products, though. To 
that end, the firm has created its first 
World of McIntosh flagship townhouse, 
in New York. More are planned in 2017, 
including one in London.

It doesn’t stop there. It has also built 
its first World of McIntosh “experience 
centre” in Ann Arbor, Michigan, and 
plans to roll out the concept elsewhere.

This is retailing at the high end, and a 
clear sign that WOM is selling a lifestyle 
as much as the technology it makes.

What’s next? Well, at a recent press 
launch there was a hint at new products 
to come from Wadia, but no specifics. 
There will be a new Foundation series 
power amp from Audio Research this 

autumn, followed by a 
Foundation stereo 
integrated amp in 2017.

Whatever happens from 
here on, it’s clear the WOM 
group won’t be resting on 
its laurels.

“We don’t want to
change our DNA,
but we do want to
move forward. In this 
journey we will never
forget who we are”

The real problem was to keep all the 
basic qualities of traditional hi-fi, but 
reduce the complexity of the product for 
the customer and make it a plug-and-
play solution.” The result is the SF16. 

Premium pricing
Price is another area where the WOM 
brands do things differently: they are 
unashamedly expensive, luxury 
products and Audio Research’s recent 
release of a “more affordable” 
Foundation range of electronics, at just 
under £7000 each, gives a clear 
indication of where it sees its position in 
the hi-fi market. Given that AR’s 
Reference range runs from £12,000 up to 
£30,000, the term “more affordable” is 
relative here. 

McIntosh takes a similar approach: the 
forthcoming MVP901 Blu-ray player 
comes in at $5500 and its first phono 
preamp, the MP100, at $2000.

However, there are signs that WOM 
has its eye on products with real-world 
prices as well. New kid on the block 

Sonus Faber’s 
original ‘snail’ 
system (above) 
inspired the new
SF16 (right)

1

2

3

4
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 Straight
 to the top 
 of your
wishlist

2

4

1

1 Yamaha YSP-2700 £900
Yamaha has updated its 
Award-winning soundbar to 
include support for 4K Ultra 
HD, MusicCast multi-room 
streaming and improved 
sound quality. It comes with a 
new cube subwoofer and a 
slimmer profi le. 
http://whf.cm/YSP2700

3 Astell & Kern A70 £500
The A70 borrows a lot of 
technology from A&K's 
higher-end models, but puts it 
into a more aff ordable 
package. Built-in wi-fi  lets you 
stream music to and from the 
device and it can take up to 
200GB of storage. 
http://whf.cm/AandKA70

2 Devialet Gold Phantom 
£2190
You might think 4500W of 
power is too much for a wireless 
speaker, but Devialet has 
granted it to the Gold Phantom 
anyway. It can go as low as 14Hz 
and supports hi-res audio too. 
http://whf.cm /
GoldPhantomSpeaker

4 B&O Play H5 £200
B&O Play has entered the 
wireless in-ears market with 
the H5s. A companion app lets 
you adjust sound settings and 
magnets connect them 
together when not in use. 
http://whf.cm/BOPlayH5

5 Sennheiser PXC 550 
Wireless £330
Sennheiser's latest pair of 
wireless noise-cancellers 
promise a 30-hour battery life 
and supreme comfort. Touch 
controls let you change tracks 
and answer calls while the 
CapTune app lets you tweak 
the sound settings. 
http://whf.cm/PXC550

LAUNCHES
TOP FIVE

INSIDER

3

5
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Getting 
it right 

in the ear
In-ears, on-ears or over-ears? Closed-

backed or open-backed? There are many 
different types of headphones, and we’ll

help find the right ones for you
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3 5mm jack

3.5mm jack

Cable length 3m

Cable length 1.2m
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There are a lot of things you can buy for £17 – four boxes of 20 Chicken 
McNuggets with BBQ sauce, for instance. Or these Sennheiser headphones. 
They are neither new nor particularly advanced. Nor are they packed with 
fancy hidden features. Frankly, these over-ear headphones are as basic as 
they come, but they are also seriously good value for money.

They’re made from the light and bendy sort of plastic you might 
associate with airplane headsets, along with thin plastic ‘leather’ on the 
earpads and headband. But the Sennheiser HD 201s are tough and will 
happily survive being thrown about or squashed in a rucksack. That’s 
important, considering they don’t have hinges and cannot be folded.

No mushy strokes
The HD 201s are comfortable and 
lightweight enough to wear for 
hours, although your ears might 
get a little warm. On the flipside, 
noise isolation isn’t great. Though 
a closed-back design, they do little 
to block out background sounds.

It would be understandable to 
expect inferior sound from a pair of headphones costing £17, but the HD 
201s are surprisingly competent, with key strengths being insight and 
balance. It’s not the sort of fine definition that lets you identify how many 
violins are in the orchestra, but it’s not broad, mushy strokes either. 

As for balance, the HD 201s put out a tonally even performance that is 
acceptable across the whole frequency range. The top end is never hard 
and the midrange is direct. There’s enough bass too, even if it doesn’t 
reach the depths required to make the most of Massive Attack’s Angel.

The one area that could do with some work is dynamism. The HD 201s 
don’t make the most of the dynamic shifts so prevalent in Prince’s When 
Doves Cry, and the result is more flat than funky. It’s a perfectly coherent 
listen, just not the most engaging one. But what did you expect for £17?

The Sennheiser HD 201s are far from perfect, but they are competent. If 
you’re attracted by that low price, there aren’t many options that offer 
such good value for money. Except 80 chicken nuggets, maybe?

You’re much more likely to pick up the CX 1.00s based on Sennheiser’s 
solid reputation than their looks – and the German brand knows it too! It 
appears to have finally tied the knot in the brand/consumer relationship 
and no longer feels obliged to make an effort with appearance. But rather 
than pile on the pounds or let itself go, Sennheiser has simply opted for a 
basic, understated look which, but for some minimal branding on the 
buds, could be largely captured by a four-year-old’s silhouette drawing. At 
this price point, we don’t feel too hard done by, though.

Fishing for compliments
What’s disappointing is the 
absence of an inline remote. Even 
for £25, you shouldn’t have to 
face the First World problem of 
taking your phone from your 
pocket and lifting it to your ear.

Still, they feel well made and 
their svelte physique, weighing 
just 10g, plays into the hands of 
comfort – as do the four different 
sizes of supplied ear tip. We apply the ones that give the best seal, and 
hear straight away that, like the previously tested four-star CX 3.00s, 
clarity and balance take precedence in the Sennheiser’s presentation.

Instruments and vocals alike sound direct, and the CX 1.00s pay the 
same amount of attention to each frequency band. Either side of a lucid 
midrange, bass is taut, and highs (though subject to a little edginess in 
brighter recordings) are crisp. They also have the timing and dynamics to 
keep you hooked to Nils Frahm’s piano playing in Ambre and, while they 
could deliver more substance behind the notes, there’s ample insight to 
mark them a comfortable and entertaining listen.

Surprise, surprise! The CX 1.00s are yet more solid, if not special, 
performers from Sennheiser. We can’t hide the fact we’d easily part with 
an extra £15 for the Soundmagic E10’s improved sound and features, but 
if you don’t mind manually answering calls and aren’t buying headphones 
to fish for compliments, the CX 1.00s are a good budget option.

says � � � �  � says � � � �  �

FOR Detailed; budget price
AGAINST Needs more dynamism
VERDICT Back to basics for 
these budget Sennheisers

FOR Good dynamics and timing
AGAINST No in-line remote
VERDICT Strong performers, but 
no in-line remote is disappointingBUILD BUILD 

COMFORT COMFORT

SOUND SOUND

� � � �  � � � � �  �
SENNHEISER HD 201  £17 SENNHEISER CX 1.00  £25

“It’s a coherent listen, 
just not the most 
engaging one. But
what did you expect 
for a mere £17?“

“What’s disappointing 
is the lack of an inline
remote. Even at £25, 
we shouldn’t face this 
First World problem“

 Weight 165g

 Weight 10g



3.5mm-to-6.3mm 
adapter included

Over-ear design

3.5mm jack

Cable length 1.2m

No in-line 
remote
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For some time, AKG has been the king of a� ordable headphones. From the 
K451 to the Y50, the company has picked up a string of What Hi-Fi? Awards 
in the past � ve years. The AKG K52 is the latest budget pair to win us over. 
At £30, the K52s sit on the cheapest end of a new line, followed closely by 
the K72 (£40) and the K92 (£50). The K52s are designed for home use. They 
don’t fold up, nor are there any in-line remote controls.

The over-ear design is surprisingly sturdy, but lightweight. They feel 
durable, too, which is a rare thing for such a budget price. The headband 
isn’t adjustable – instead there’s a � exible, cushioned band that springs into 
place around your head. There’s plenty of give, but even with the large 
earcups the headphones stay 
� rmly put on your head. The ample 
padding around them is soft, and 
doesn’t make your ears warm over 
long periods of listening.

Hitting the high notes
We start listening to the K52s and 
have to double-check these aren’t 
open-backed headphones. They’re 
the most airy-sounding closed-backs we’ve heard at this price. There’s a 
great deal of space for the piano notes in Birdy’s Shelter to � ourish, and you 
can hear the nuances in her singing, from the lilts to the way her voice 
strains when hitting the high notes. 

The headphones are so evenly balanced we could listen to them for 
hours without ever getting tired. There are no bright edges or booming 
basslines. The rhythm is agile and full of energy. There could be more to 
the way the K52s handles dynamics, but it’s enjoyable enough.

Sure, in absolute terms, there could be more subtlety in every aspect of 
the performance, but we struggle to think of any other headphones at this 
price that perform so maturely. For just £30, the sound quality is well 
beyond what you’d expect – it’s enjoyable, easy to listen to, and there’s 
plenty of clarity, detail and agility. If you’ll be wearing the headphones 
indoors more than out, and are on a strict budget, the AKG K52s are one of 
the easiest recommendations we’ve made.

If SoundMagic came up with even better-sounding versions of its multi 
Award-winning E10s for the same money, we’d have to pinch ourselves to 
believe it. Fortunately, we don’t have to because the new E10Cs sound the 
same as the E10Ss they replace. 

That homogeneity may not be what you’d expect of a successor, but 
we’ve been here before. The Japanese company is not averse to making 
purely functional improvements for its upgraded models. Once again 
they’ve managed to squeeze even more into a £40 in-ear headphone.

Streamline design
The C stands for ‘compatibility’ – 
and unsurprisingly this is where 
we see advances. The E10Cs 
feature a three-button remote that 
automatically switches the 
connections on the jack for 
compatibility with iOS and 
Android. SoundMagic claims it is 
the only company to do this, and 
not only does it make things 
easier, the design is more streamlined than ever.

At the risk of repeating ourselves, the words ‘energetic’, ‘expressive’, 
‘impressive dynamics’ and ‘even balance’ that we used in the review of the 
E10S all apply here too. Those observations still stand.

From the pummelling guitar chords that open PJ Harvey’s The Ministry 
Of Defence, they aren’t afraid to throw their weight and enthusiasm behind 
the track’s thunderous metal-heavy orchestration. Her vocal basks in the 
clarity and openness of the SoundMagic’s midrange, and the detailed 
frequencies bookending it keep the tonal scales level – the bass is as 
tenacious as the guitar playing, and highs are lucid and crisp.

For � ve years, SoundMagic’s E10s in some form or another have been our 
go-to budget headphones. Although sound quality hasn’t taken a leap 
forward this time, it’s still remarkable that SoundMagic � nds ways to 
implement improvements without bumping up the price. How could the 
next version possibly be better? We said that about the last pair…

FOR  Unique remote; clear sound
AGAINST Nada, zilch, zip
VERDICT Unique in-line remote 
sees the best get even betterBUILD

COMFORT 

SOUND 

says � � � �  � says � � � �  �

FOR Clear presentation; durable
AGAINST Nothing at this price
VERDICT These are excellent 
headphones for the moneyBUILD

COMFORT

SOUND 

� � � �  �  � � � �  �  
AKG K52  £35 SOUNDMAGIC E10C  £40

“The K52s are so 
evenly balanced
we could listen 
to them for hours 
without getting tired”

“Once again 
SoundMagic has 
squeezed even more 
into a £40 pair of 
in-ear headphones”

Weight 11g

H E A D P H O N E S



FOR Great value; detailed sound
AGAINST Treble a little muffl  ed
VERDICT Kill two birds with one 
stone with these budget ‘phones

FOR Fast, agile sound 
AGAINST Low and high-end issues
VERDICT A fair eff ort, but they’re 
up against mighty competition

says � � � � �says � �� �          �
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If Evander Holyfield were to appear in your living room, you’d somehow 
just know he was there. The same can be said for one of Onkyo’s AV 
receivers – industrial and powerful, they have a presence bordering on 
the menacing. So it’s even more impressive that the same company can 
also produce such an attractive product as the E700M in-ear headphones. 

At £75, the Onkyos join a highly competitive marketplace, where they 
face tough competition from the likes of Sennheiser and Beyerdynamic. 
At this price, we expect quality and, housed in a robust aluminium body 
that envelops the 13.5mm high power drivers, the E700Ms exude class. 
This is underlined by the 1.2m dual-colour twisted cable and inline mic. 

The E700Ms are supplied with 
three pairs of silicone caps and 
one pair of Comply foam tips. 
Once we find the right ones for us, 
the fit is snug and comfortable.

Lying in wait
We kick off with Primal Scream’s 
Vanishing Point – a multi-layered 
recording, full of rich textures 
waiting to ambush headphones that aren’t quite up to the job. The 
Onkyos survive this test. They have an agile and articulate sound that 
tracks the various instrumental strands of the song well. Detail levels are 
decent, with the E700Ms giving a degree of insight into the production. 
There’s a pleasing consistency of character from the lowest frequencies 
upwards and Onkyo hasn’t over-egged the bass like many rivals have.

Yet things aren’t perfect. The E700Ms, if anything, deliver lows that are 
a little too thin and restrained, losing too much in the way of substance 
and authority to truly convince. There are issues at the other extreme of 
the frequency range, where treble sounds thin and a touch hard despite 
plenty of running-in. It makes listening to compressed pop recordings 
harder work than it should be. We’d like crisper timing too more 
expressive dynamics too, particularly through the midrange.

The Onkyos look good, but that’s not enough for our recommendation, 
not when just a little more money buys some superior alternatives.

Competition in the headphone market means products like the Lindy 
BNX-60 headphones – a pair of wireless aptX Bluetooth headphones, 
complete with active noise-cancelling technology – are now less than £100.

The BNX-60s o� er a comfortable, snug � t for an average pair of ears and 
do a reasonable job of basic noise isolation. They come with a solid black 
carry case, a 6.3mm adapter and a headphone splitter. There’s a detachable 
headphone cable but no inline mic or remote control.

For wireless sound and noise-cancelling you need power, and the Lindy 
BNX-60s get their juice via USB – a notable improvement on relying on 
AAA batteries. A full charge is good for 15 hours of wireless music, or a little 
less if you use the active noise-
cancelling tech. We don’t recall 
ever reviewing a pair of noise-
cancelling and Bluetooth 
headphones this a� ordable, so 
you’d forgive us for being 
pessimistic about the 
performance. But it is misplaced.

Stuttering hi-hats
We brace ourselves for bright treble or booming bass, hoping all the while 
for a balanced sound that’s simply easy to listen to… and the Lindy BNX-60 
headphones deliver just that. The bubbling bass on Midland’s Blush sounds 
clear and detailed, while the stuttering hi-hats are kept under control. 
Stepping it up a notch with Bi� y Clyro’s On a Bang, the BNX-60s take the 
screeching vocals and driving guitars in their stride. So far so good.

Vocals sound a little mu�  ed at times, putting the focus of the 
presentation on the bottom end instead, but the headphones manage to 
turn this to their advantage. Turning noise-cancelling on accentuates the 
treble, and brightens up the tonal balance quite satisfactorily. It does a solid 
job of blocking out external noise too, if not quite as capable in this 
department as, say, the Bose QuietComfort 35s. But they’re £300.

The Lindy BNX-60s may not be one for the discerning audiophile, but as 
a great value pair of noise-cancelling headphones with the added bonus of 
Bluetooth, we don’t think you can go wrong.

� � �  �   � � � � � �
ONKYO E700M  £75 LINDY BNX-60  £90

“Like the company’s 
amplifi ers, these 
Onkyo E700M 
headphones have a 
certain presence”

“We don’t recall 
reviewing a pair of 
noise-cancelling 
Bluetooth ’phones 
this aff ordable before”

USB charging

Noise-cancelling

Wireless 
Bluetooth

Hi-res audio
support

3.5mm jack

Cable length 1.2m

BUILD BUILD
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SOUND SOUND 

24 bit -192 kHz



FOR Solid sound; stylish design
AGAINST Need more excitement
VERDICT Easy to listen to, but 
they need a bit more attack

FOR Expressive sound; good fi t
AGAINST Bright presentation
VERDICT Exciting headphones, 
but they lack a little refi nement

says � � � � �says � � � � �
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It may seem somewhat overdue for a headphone brand to start 
considering smartphone listening in 2016. But then Grado’s history in 
pricey open-back over-ears hasn’t exactly lent itself to on-the-go markets.

Better late than never though, and the Grado iGe are the company’s � rst 
in-ear headphones with a “Made for iPhone” inline mic and music controls. 
They sit at the entry level to the company’s bijou in-ear o� erings, and 
replace the previous � ve-star iGi buds we tested back in 2012.

Grado says it has improved the driver response in this model, but the 
design remains similar, with a rubbery outer casing that’s easy to grip for 
good in-ear placement. The cable is long and � exible, while the three-
button inline remote feels sturdy 
enough to take any amount of 
clicking. It controls volume and 
playback/call answer on Apple 
devices – Android users have more 
limited playback controls.

Coarse female voices
The sound is one we’re used to 
hearing from Grado, an open and 
expressive character that’s upfront and exciting. Presentation is on the 
bright side of neutral, with enough bite to keep drum snares on their toes 
and enough attack in the mids and highs for a fast, agile performance. 
There’s enough scale so big orchestral pieces, like Hans Zimmer’s The Red 
Capes Are Coming from the Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice 
soundtrack, are able to rise and fall with conviction.

Detail levels are good too, with a transparent midrange uncovering all 
the sass and attitude in Erykah Badu’s vocal on Bag Lady. We’d like to hear 
more bass in the mix though. It is controlled and agile, but the balance is 
tipped away from it a touch too much. It doesn’t make the Grado iGe sound 
thin or unsubstantial, but they are harder work over long periods. That 
bright signature can sound a little coarse, particularly with female voices.

There is still much to love about the Grado iGe in-ears, but a better 
balance would make them superb. If you prefer your in-ears on the brighter 
side, however, these deserve serious consideration.

Paying £200 for a pair of in-ear headphones is no small ask, but then B&O 
isn’t exactly a company that concerns itself with budget. Like many B&O 
products, the H3s certainly don’t scrimp in the design stakes. Each earbud 
features a brushed aluminium outer casing with 29 precision-drilled holes 
that B&O says work as air vents for a more natural sound reproduction. 

They feel pretty sturdy too, but not heavy. In fact they weigh just 40g 
and never feel cumbersome in your ears. The big di� erence between the 
H3 ANC and the original H3s is the active noise cancellation, with a circular 
control unit built into the cable close to the jack. It’s a pretty chunky unit, 
but can easily be tucked away in a bag or pocket along with your device. 

Fully charged, it will provide a 
quoted 20 hours of noise 
cancellation but it is very subtle 
indeed, dulling the noise around 
you rather than blocking it out.

More bite
We put the H3 ANCs through their 
paces with a blast of Dead Editors 
by Massive Attack. It’s a rich, 
full-bodied sound, the pulsing bassline packed with weight and authority 
that extends its solidity throughout the frequency range. The H3s are 
actually pretty well balanced, serving up a good level of detail and insight 
into the midrange that ensures instruments sound natural and lifelike. 

Lenny Kravitz’s Frankenstein helps to emphasise the H3’s � rm grip on 
timing and organisation too. Vocals could have a touch more expression to 
them, and drums could kick with more force. In fact, the whole 
presentation could do with more punch and articulation – it’s a touch too 
easy-going. With ANC on, there’s more excitement thanks to a boosted 
treble, but this does make for a less comfortable listen over long periods.

While the B&O H3s don’t quite get the balance between excitement and 
easy listening right, they do a � ne job at giving enough in the way of detail, 
timing, weight and authority to make up for it. We’d like a bit more attack to 
their character, but it’s otherwise a commendable balance that works 
superbly across di� erent tracks and genres, and well worth considering.

� � � �  � � � � �  �
GRADO iGe  £100 B&O H3 ANC IN-EAR HEADPHONES  £200

“The sound is one 
we are used to from 
Grado, an expressive 
character that is 
upfront and exciting”

“Each earbud has
29 precision-drilled
holes, working as air
vents for more natural 
sound reproduction”

Four silicone 

tips included

Foam ear tips

20 hours active 
noise 

cancellation

Inline mic
and controls

Weight 40g
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3.5mm jack

Cable length 1.5m

 Weight 410g
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You’ve seen headphones like this before, albeit in the cinema while 
watching The Avengers or the latest James Bond film. Wireless earbuds 
have been in development for a while now, but Motorola (or Binatone 
licensing the Motorola name) has arrived first with its Verve One+.

You may have to lower expectations of how slick you’ll look wearing 
these things, because they aren’t small. The bright orange colour is hardly 
inconspicuous and the bud sticks out by about 1cm – less espionage chic, 
more traffic-themed hearing aid. They are comfortable and not much 
heavier than some larger wired earphones. Six pair of tips ensure a snug 
fit, and once the Motorolas are suitably equipped, they don’t fall out once.

Hubble trouble
Every time you put the buds back 
in their case, they get a top-up. A 
fully-charged case is claimed to be 
good enough to provide charge for 
up to 12 hours. But using the Verve 
One+ is a mixed bag. Connecting 
to a smartphone or laptop is 
straightforward: the buds search 
for a nearby host and you’ll be connected in seconds. But things get foggy 
if you use the ‘Hubble Connect for VerveLife’ app, which insists you put 
the buds back into the case before any communication can take place.

The sound is also rather unclear and unsubtle. You get a vague idea of 
the instruments, but it never feels like insight. Tonal balance is fine, but 
there’s a hard edge towards the treble that makes them an unpleasant 
listen over long periods. Then there is the dynamics – it’s rarely an 
impactful performance. We might dismiss these as sports headphones, 
but even on the treadmill you’d prefer your beats tight and hard-hitting.
Connectivity is another issue, and we experience regular dropouts on the 
right earbud as the Bluetooth struggled to pass through our skulls.

The Motorola Verve One+ feels very much like a prototype. The core 
idea is great, and there is a genuine use for this sort of product. But these 
early efforts are a disappointment, so it’s back to the drawing board. Until 
then, we’d only recommend these if your only priority is movement.

Sonorous (adj): capable of producing a deep, full, ringing sound. If 
‘sonorous’ is a word with good connotations when it comes to hi-fi, why 
are we so ambivalent about it? Is it because it sounds a bit like ‘snoring’?  
It didn’t bother us when we reviewed the Sonorous X headphones last 
year, but they cost over ten times the price of these Sonorous IIIs, so 
we’re not expecting to draw many comparisons. 

The IIIs are big and sturdily constructed but, despite weighing in at a 
relatively heavy 410g, these are comfortable headphones that aren’t tiring 
to wear. Both earcups are wired, using a tangle-resistant cable with 
satisfyingly chunky chrome twist ’n’ lock connections. The cups 
themselves are of textured 
camera lens-grade plastic, with the 
pads being a prosaic mixture of 
sponge and synthetic leather. The 
earcups are connected by a 
stainless steel/synthetic leather 
adjustable headband. 

Iron grip
The Sonorous IIIs prove to be a 
talented, widescreen listen. No matter how generous or confined the 
soundstage of the music – as expansive as Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue 
(CSR Symphony Orchestra under Richard Hayman), or as tight-knit as 
Nick Cave & The Bad Seeds’ (Are You) The One That I’ve Been Waiting For? 
– the IIIs describe every last inch of it. Instruments are locked into 
position with complete authority and the space around them is given 
equal billing. In terms of focus and separation, the Sonorous IIIs are 
among the best pound-for-pound headphones currently available.

The Sonorous IIIs’ case starts to look less watertight in the way they 
manage rhythms and tempos. Low-frequency stuff is textured and agile, 
but they don’t have the iron grip required to handle Massive Attack’s Angel 
– a lack of rhythmic organisation more apparent with bass-heavy music.

We’re not sold on the idea of naming your range ‘sonorous’, but the IIIs 
are far from snooze-inducing. In fact, if you prioritise spaciousness and 
midrange fidelity, they’re an engrossing listen.

� � �  �  � � � � �  �
MOTOROLA VERVE ONE+  £230 FINAL SONOROUS III  £300

“The bright orange
makes the One+ 
look less espionage 
chic, more traffi  c-
themed hearing aid”

“The Sonorous IIIs
are among the best 
pound-for-pound 
headphones 
currently available”

Bluetooth

Battery life up
 to 12 hoursin-ear

says � � �  �   � says � � � �  �

FOR Comfort; neat charging case
AGAINST Poor sound; dropouts 
VERDICT Love the tech, but they 
need to sound better than this

FOR Open sound; clever design
AGAINST Disorganised rhythms
VERDICT Don’t quite have the 
all-round game to justify the priceBUILD BUILD 

COMFORT COMFORT

SOUND SOUND
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What’s in a name? Perhaps because each bud has three balanced 
armature drivers it’s a reference to the three-pronged fork of Poseidon’s 
Trident? Or maybe Noble Audio simply thought it was a cool name. 
Whatever the reason, the Tridents have plenty more than a name to catch 
your attention. For one, there’s the price – you may be surprised to learn 
that these are the US brand’s entry-level in-ears.

Can a pair of in-ears be worth £275? It’s a question Noble answers by 
pointing you to its online catalogue – the more pricey custom-built ones, 
especially, are works of art. Noble brings some of that splendour down to 
this price point. The buds have a lovely speckled grey finish with branded 
aluminium end caps.

Fancy accessories
Despite being chunkier than most, 
they nestle snugly inside your ear 
canal. The cable is thick and 
plaited, and also conforms to that 
premium look and feel, although it 
doesn’t feature an inline mic or 
remote. In this respect, features 
have taken a back seat to fancy accessories which, as well as the hard 
case, include – wait for it – an ownership card. Whether or not that is 
something worth showing off is largely dependent on their sound.

From the first listen of Yazoo’s Only You, it’s obvious that the Tridents 
aren’t your typical off-the-shelf buds. The generous amount of clarity on 
offer sweeps through the sweet melodic synths, and there’s plenty of 
refinement, smoothness and even-handed balance too. It’s a presentation 
that’s hard to ignore – even when playing lo-res Spotify tracks from a 
laptop. However, adding a portable USB DAC between your source and 
the Tridents expands their sonic capabilities. We use the Oppo HA-2 
(£270) and immediately hear gains in punch, body and solidity.

The Nobles offer a good sense of control but, like an overworked party 
host, they are too busy to have fun. Dynamics could be subtler, and the 
timing runs a little astray, affecting the way they carry a rhythmic track. 
But these Tridents have a mighty sound to go with their mighty name.

Few headphones could claim to have the heritage of Audio-Technica’s 
W series. The ATH-W1000Z marks the 11th generation of the range and is 
a careful evolution of its predecessor rather than a radical departure.

Audio-Technica has succeeded in retaining the traditional look and feel 
of previous W products. These remain large headphones, intended for 
use in the home. They’re a closed-back design, good at keeping external 
sounds out and at not leaking the music being played.

Despite their size, the ATH-W1000Z weigh in at 320g, which is still 
light enough to remain comfortable over long listening sessions. Instead 
of a conventional headband, Audio-Technica uses what it calls a ‘3D 
support system’, with cushioned 
paddles on the side of the head. 
For those with a smaller head, we 
suggest a test run before buying.

Teak control  
The W1000Zs sport beautifully 
made teak wooden earcups. 
Inside each earcup is a 53mm 
drive unit, mounted on a 
magnesium baffle and decoupled from the wooden structure to control 
resonances. The ATH-W1000Zs proudly display a High-res logo on their 
box – a bandwidth of 5Hz-42kHz is enough to qualify.

Plug the Audio-Technica’s cable into a suitable headphone amplifier 
(we used a Chord Hugo) and they deliver fine results. Our first impression 
is of a spacious, clear presentation and that doesn’t change with extended 
listening. Play Bob Marley’s No Woman No Cry and the Audio-Technicas 
sound clear, detailed and articulate. They convey the easy-going flow of 
the music well, and though they lack a little rhythmic drive there’s 
enough energy to keep us interested. The low-end is a touch overstated, 
but not excessively so. It remains agile, and never threatens to dominate 
other elements. There’s plenty of power and punch when required.

Open-backed rivals from Beyerdynamic, Sennheiser and Grado offer 
more dynamic subtlety and rhythmic prowess. But if you want the 
isolating features of a closed-back design, there are few better alternatives.

FOR Spacious presentation
AGAINST Won’t suit small heads
VERDICT Great mix of insightful 
sound and tradional looksBUILD 

COMFORT 

SOUND 

� � � �  � � � � �  �  

NOBLE AUDIO TRIDENT £275 AUDIO-TECHNICA ATH-W1000Z  £600

“These Tridents 
aren’t your typical 
off -the-shelf buds.
It’s a presentation 
that’s hard to ignore”

“Our fi rst impression
is of a spacious clear 
presentation. They 
also deliver plenty of 
power and punch”

says � � � �  � says � � � � �

FOR Stylish; clear and detailed
AGAINST Timing could be better 
VERDICT Expensive, but their 
performance is worth itBUILD 

COMFORT

SOUND

Teak ear cups

Closed-back 
designWeight 320g

In-ears

 Three balanced 
armature 

drivers
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DTS:X, HDMI, HDCP 2.2,
Dolby Atmos, Spotify Connect,
Apple AirPlay, Bluetooth,
DSD playback, Dolby TrueHD,
4K Ultra HD, High-Resolution Audio,
Google Cast, High Dynamic Range 
(HDR), 3D, Remote apps, DLNA, 
Auto-calibration set-up, DTS HD, 
Internet radio, Digital Signal 
Processing (DSP), Multi-room... 

More is less

Denon AVR-X2300W
Successor to Denon’s comeback 
king X2200W, this amp has 
some sizeable shoes to fill

Pioneer VSX-1131
A feature-laden powerhouse that 
takes over sonic duties from its 
impressive VSX-930 predecessor

Yamaha RX-V581
The Yamaha name has long been 
synonymous with AV amp 
excellence. No pressure, then

THE CONTENDERS
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We don’t envy Denon. Designing a 
replacement for the excellent AVR-
X2200W can’t have been an easy task. 
That Award-winner marked a return to 
form for a brand that has struggled by its 
own high standards in recent times. 

The X2200W rolled back the years 
with a combination of excellent sound 
and a feature list no rival could better. So 
how do you replace an Award-winner? 
Judging by this new amplifier Denon’s 
answer seems to be ‘very carefully’.

At first glance, a comparison between 
the old and new models suggests little 
has changed. They look all-but identical, 
sharing a well thought-out control layout 
and clear display. Round the back, the 
2300 features slightly reorganised 
connections, but the company’s 
determined drive to make its AV amps 
more approachable keeps things as 
simple as they can be without 
compromising usability. 

Denon hasn’t skimped on the 
connections. This amp has eight HDMI 
inputs, all capable of 4K 60fps pass-
through and HDCP 2.2 certified. Others 
include a sensible spread of optical 
digital and analogue stereo inputs, plus 
legacy analogue video options such as 
composite and component. While not a 
major omission, it’s interesting to note 
there isn’t a digital coax available.

Feature fi esta
Elsewhere this amplifier is about 
as loaded as these things get. It will 
decode all current home cinema sound 
formats from Dolby and DTS, including 
Dolby Atmos in 5.1.2 form. The ability to 

LAURELS ARE NOT FOR RESTING ON

FOR Refi ned, insightful sound; 
great dynamics; well equipped

AGAINST Poor control app � � � � �

channels driven. The latter is closer to 
the way measurements are taken with 
traditional two-channel kit.

While the headline features have 
hardly changed between this and the last 
model, it is clear Denon has put in a lot of 
work at circuit level. Component quality 
has gone up and great effort has been 
made to reduce noise levels.

Set-up is as easy as it gets. The menus 
are simple and easy to follow, while the 
built-in Audyssey auto set-up system is 
accurate and fuss-free. 

The company not only supplies a 
dedicated microphone for auto-set-up 
purposes – par for the course – but also a 
folded, adjustable cardboard mic stand, 

Denon’s existing remote wasn’t broken so 
no need to fi x it. A very intuitive handset

 IN DETAIL...

“As the fi lm approaches its fi nale, the amp is happy 
to move up through the gears, delivering a spacious 
soundfi eld of stable and precise movement”

handle DTS:X is a software upgrade 
away, expected later this year. Spotify 
Connect, Airplay and Bluetooth are all 
supported, as is internet radio and 
streaming from a NAS device on your 
home network.

Denon has tried hard to make this 
amplifier stable when using wi-fi, and it 
works well in our test rooms. Helping 
matters is a new-found ability to work in 
the 5GHz waveband along with the 
2.4GHz of its predecessor. Even so, we 
would still stick to using an ethernet 
cable for the extra stability it provides.

Streams in full fl ow
The 2300 will stream just about every 
format across a network including 
24-bit/192kHz PCM and DSD in both 
single and double-speed form. The latter, 
along with the ability to stream AIFF 
files, is new for this model.

The X2300W’s power output is 
unchanged and rated at 7 x 150W per 
channel. Impressive, but it should be 
noted that – just like every other major 
AV amp manufacturer – Denon is quoting 
figures measured under very generous 
conditions (six ohm load, 1kHz, one per 
cent THD and only one channel driven). 

That output drops to a claimed 95W 
per channel into an eight ohm load, 
measured across 20Hz-20kHz with two 

which holds the microphone at an 
appropriate height. Go through the 
whole Audyssey process and you’ll have 
to take multiple measurements. It’s a bit 
tedious but worth it in the long run, and 
you only have to do it once.

Once you’ve taken all the readings it’s 
a good idea to check them for accuracy. 
For critical listening we recommend 
keeping the various Audyssey processing 
modes o£  and sticking to the plain vanilla 
set-up. It works best in our experience.

The remote looks unchanged from last 
year and is none the worse for that. It’s a 
neat unit with clearly labelled buttons 
and an intuitive layout. We like it. We’re 
far less taken with Denon’s 2016 control 
app. We tried both iOS and Android 
versions and neither proved particularly 
stable, crashing on a regular basis.

Ready for action
Our reference system is made up of 
Cambridge’s CXU Blu-ray player, 
Panasonic DMP-UB900 4K Blu-ray 
player and PMC’s Twenty 23 7.1 surround 
package, coupled to KEF R50 Atmos 
speakers. Epson’s EH-TW7200 projector 
carries out display duties.

Once up and running the X2300W 
sounds beautifully balanced. We use it in 
a variety of modes – 5.1, 7.1, stereo and 
Dolby Atmos 5.1.2 – and it never fails to 

 Denon AVR-X2300W £500

8 HDMI inputs/

2 outputs

7 x 150W

Dolby Atmos 5.1.2
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VERDICT No revolution, but the X2300W 
didn’t need one. It’s a superb sonic 
all-rounder and well equipped with it

SOUND 

FEATURES

BUILD

the Denon’s easy-going balance remains 
unchanged. While no substitute for a 
decent stereo amp such as the Marantz 
PM6005 – no other similarly priced AV 
amp we’ve heard is, either – the 2300 
renders a cohesive and musical 
presentation that it’s hard not to like. 

One thing’s clear: the 2300 is better 
than its predecessor. It’s cleaner-
sounding and picks up a greater amount 
of low-level detail, and is more precise 
with it. Voices come through with 
improved clarity and precision. One 
of the biggest upgrades is at bass 
frequencies, where the 2300 sounds 
far tauter and more agile.

In a broader perspective, the 
Denon AVR-X2300W’s articulate and 
subtle performance outweighs any 
minor issue we have with it, and it offers 
the most captivating performance when 
faced with the fierce competition offered 
by Yamaha and Pioneer. As things stand, 
this is the finest £500 AV amp you can 
buy right now.

impress. We start off with a Blu-ray of 
Pixar’s Brave and like what we hear. 

Voices are rendered beautifully. There’s 
weight, natural warmth and articulation 
in the midrange that leaves most rivals 
sounding mechanical in comparison. 
This amplifier is great at subtleties – low-
level dynamic shifts are delivered with 
skill and without overstatement. It all 
helps to draw the viewer more into the 
action on the screen.

Precision in the soundfi eld
As the film approaches its finale, the 
amp is happy to move up through the 
gears, delivering a spacious soundfield 
packed with stable and precise 
movement of growls and screams. The 
bear fight is delivered with plenty of 
enthusiasm and no shortage of punch. 
This Denon can play loudly too, certainly 
enough to fill all but the largest of rooms.

Moving onto the ludicrous but fun San 
Andreas shows that this Denon lacks 
little in terms of scale or authority. We 
watch as building after building 
collapses, and love the aural impact the 
amp produces. There’s plenty of attack 
and floor-rumbling bass but also a good 
supply of detail, so we’re never left in 
any doubt as to what’s happening.

Even so, the Yamaha RX-V581 delivers 
the sound with even greater muscularity 
and scale. The impact of those buildings 
crashing is felt as much as heard, and the 
Yamaha’s depth and control of its bass is 
even better than the Denon’s, which can 
sound a touch polite in comparison. But 
the 2300’s combination of insight, agility 
and re� nement is hard to overlook. It’s a 
polished, entertaining performer.

The story remains positive with stereo 
music. Whether you listen through the 
line stages, HDMI, optical or Bluetooth, 

You couldn’t really 
ask for better 
connectivity 
– or greater 
compatibility with 
AV sound formats 

NEW CIRCUITRY
The Burr Brown PCM1690 
DAC chip inside the Denon 

is carried over from its 
predecessor, but there’s a new 
power supply for the on-board 

MW/FM tuner, designed 
to reduce circuit 

interference



7x HDMI inputs

KEY FEATURES

Dolby Atmos
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Big. Powerful. Muscular. Words we 
traditionally associate with Yamaha and 
Onkyo’s affordable AV receivers. Not 
Pioneer’s, whose signature sound has 
always been more about precision and 
agility. We’ve noticed things changing 
over recent years, what with the 
Pioneer’s budget and mid-priced VSX 
range of receivers gaining in richness and 
heft, and last year’s VSX-930 achieving a 
hitherto-elusive fifth star. There’s no 
VSX-931 this year, the feature-laden 
VSX-1131 taking its place – and this £550 
AV receiver is a powerful upgrade. 
 
Sound and Fury
We start with the two-hour cinematic 
chase that is Mad Max: Fury Road, and 
the VSX-1131 roars into life. As the 
monstrous cars tear through the desert 
wasteland, the receiver rumbles and 
charges through the soundtrack with 
stacks of energy. The grinding of metal 

on metal, the engines roaring and 
whining against the strain of the furious 
chase – there’s plenty of detail here to 
enjoy and the muscular character of the 
VSX-1131 works brilliantly with such an 
action-packed film. It’s a brawny 
performance, with rich layers of low-end 
wallop. It goes pleasingly deep, with just 
a touch more precision needed to give 
the Pioneer class-leading drive.

The bass isn’t flabby or plodding, 
although it can be overly rich at times. 
This isn’t necessarily a bad thing, as that 
richness is pleasing to hear, but we’d 
recommend turning the Pioneer’s Pure 
Direct sound mode on for a touch more 
solidity and organisation.

MUSCLE MACHINE

FOR Big, powerful sound; fi ne 
build and interface; features

AGAINST Needs a touch more 
refi nement, clarity and drive

� � � � �

Heads’ Stop Making Sense Blu-ray,  
find the Pioneer’s music skills 
entertaining. That said, the new De  
and Yamaha have the more musical d 
engaging approach, if not the pow  
scale of the Pioneer.

You wouldn’t think much had ch d
in the Pioneer receiver from just lo k  
at it. The sturdy rectangular chassi  
(available in black and silver finish )  
the large display that’s easy to read f
a distance, the buttons and control d l  
that work seamlessly – it’s the high 
standard of build quality that we’v  
come to expect from Pioneer. But th
doesn’t mean the company hasn’t 
tinkered and tweaked with the for l  

Pioneer has given the remote a rethink, 
going for a smaller unit with fewer buttons

 IN DETAIL...

“The grinding of metal on metal, the engines 
roaring and whining against the strain of the furious 
chase – there’s plenty of detail here to enjoy”

Next to the £500 Yamaha RX-V581, it’s 
not as articulate with the stop and start of 
notes as we’d like. As big and muscular as 
the Pioneer is, the Yamaha goes one step 
further, revealing lows the Pioneer can’t.

The scale of sound is impressively 
large, although it’s worth noting that, 
once again, the Yamaha goes bigger. Still, 
the Pioneer delivers a great deal of 
height – and that’s even before we plug 
the Atmos channels in. It’s wonderfully 
open and spacious, allowing plenty of 
room for the top end – which never gets 
bright or sharp – to soar.

An open Book Thief
A more sedate film such as The Book 
Thief retains that sense of openness, 
with detail allowed to flourish in such a 
big and airy soundfield. We’d like a little 
more clarity and refinement, though. 
Voices can get a touch swallowed up in 
action sequences, and more nuance 
would better let the characters express 
their emotion. The Denon AVR-X2300W 
is a clearer, more articulate ampli� er here.

The VSX-1131’s robust performance is 
enjoyable, but we wish it had more of the 
subtle and agile nature of Pioneer’s 
£1000+ receivers (such as the SC-LX59), 
which manage to balance power and 
punch with clarity and precision. We 
spend an afternoon watching Talking 

What it has focused on is the user 
experience: there’s a new remote control 
and a revamped interface.

Handset simplifi cation
The remote control is smaller and less 
slender than the previous one – all the 
superfluous buttons have been dumped 
in favour of keeping the remote simple 
and easier to use. The main buttons are 
large, distinctively shaped and laid out 
so that it’s intuitive to use within 
seconds – we have no problem finding 
the right buttons in the dark. As an 
alternative, Pioneer’s colourful, 
interactive iControlAV5 app puts most 
others to shame. You can adjust every 
setting through the app and the slick 
design and fun interface (the Sound 
Explorer bubbles are our favourite).

Once you turn the receiver on and go 
to the home menu, you’ll find a 
smarter-looking interface with large 
icons and better graphics than before. It’s 
nice to use. The interface revamp is tied 
to Pioneer’s MCACC auto calibration 
system, which has also gone through a 
significant update. It’s now a far speedier 
proposition than the previous, nearly 
10-minute calibration set-up. The new 
MCACC calibration is over before the 
steam has dispersed over your cup of tea, 
and it’s as accurate as ever. 

 Pioneer VSX-1131 £550

4K/60p/HDR
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says
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VERDICT A big, meaty and enjoyable 
performance, with an excellent spread of 
features that’s sure to appeal at this price

SOUND

FEATURES

BUILD

featured on Pioneer amplifiers for the 
first time, so you can ‘cast’ content from 
any compatible app (such as BBC iPlayer, 
Netflix, YouTube) straight through the 
amp and onto your screen. There’s native 
support for Spotify Connect right out of 
the box, while Tidal and Deezer 
subscribers can expect the same later in 
the year following a firmware update. 

Power vs subtlety
The new VSX-1131 can’t quite balance 
power and subtlety in the deft manner of 
its Denon and Yamaha rivals. The Denon 
has subtlety on its side for a more 
captivating listen, while the Yamaha 
goes for broke when it comes to power 
and punch.

But Pioneer’s efforts shouldn’t go 
unnoticed. It’s chucked everything 
possible at the VSX-1131, and there’s no 
denying that excellent spread of features 
will catch everyone’s attention, and that 
enjoyable, open and muscular 
performance will appeal to many.

You would think Pioneer would have 
reserved some of the more headline-
grabbing features for its premium 
amplifiers, but this £550 receiver has all 
the latest technology and streaming 
features to make any home cinema 
enthusiast giddy with delight. From 
Dolby Atmos and 4K HDR support to 
Google Cast and hi-res music streaming, 
the VSX-1131 has it all. 

Sound that gets you high
This is a seven-channel amplifier with a 
claimed 160W per channel (at 6 ohms), 
with another set of speaker terminals 
available for height or Dolby Atmos 
channels. Those wanting to try out the 
DTS:X surround-sound format can do so 
after the firmware update later this year.

All seven HDMI connections on the 
receiver support 4K/60fps passthrough, 
with the first three inputs marked as 

HDCP2.2 certified, which means they 
can play the newly released 4K Blu-ray 
discs. Pioneer also includes two digital 
optical inputs and a coaxial input (the 
latter something its rival the Denon 
AVR-X2300W fails to include). Two 
HDMI outputs, legacy analogue 
connections, a 6.3mm headphone 
socket, a 3.5mm input and a USB port for 
charging smartphones round off a fairly 
comprehensive list of connections for 
anyone’s sources.

You won’t be able to play songs off 
your smartphone through USB – that’s 
where Bluetooth and AirPlay come in 
– but the inclusion of dual band wi-fi 
(5 GHz and 2.4 GHz) means you can 
stream hi-res files up to 24-bit/192kHz. 
There are no interruptions over wi-fi 
during our test, and there’s always the 
ethernet connection if you want a more 
stable link. There’s more: GoogleCast is 

Seven speaker 
channels, plus an 
extra two for 
height speakers 
or Dolby Atmos

MUSIC MIX
It’s worth playing around 

with the sound modes to switch 
between stereo and surround. 

Surround makes everything 
sound bigger and grander, 
but stereo snaps rhythms 

into place in a more 
organised way
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Yamaha’s £500 AV receivers have had to 
bow down to superior rivals from Denon 
and Sony over the past couple of years, 
but 2016 could just be the year that the 
tide turns back in Yamaha’s favour. The 
company is due a comeback, and the 
Yamaha RX-V581, a beast of an amplifier, 
may be a harbinger.

The RX-V581 itself is the sturdy 
rectangular box we’ve come to expect of 
AV receivers. It’s a touch shallower and 
lighter than its Denon and Pioneer rivals, 
but the build quality is as solid as ever. 
It’s an easy amp to live with.

In deep
Fire up the John Wick Blu-ray and the 
Yamaha relishes every second of this 
action-packed film. The way it deals 
with bass is gorgeous. The low end goes 
impressively deep, more so than we’ve 
heard from any receiver at this price. It’s 
a powerful, muscular performance, but 

the Yamaha handles all that brawn in a 
mature way. The bass could easily 
overpower all other frequencies, but it 
doesn’t. It underpins the detail, resulting 
in a satisfyingly solid sound. 

Gunshots are piercing, and there are 
layers of texture in the reverberations 
after a trigger is pulled. Every car crash is 
a raucous grinding of metal on metal, and 
the Yamaha makes you fully aware of the 
scale of, and destruction in, each impact. 

The edges of notes are precise, and at 
no point does the low end start to go 
boomy or lose its shape. Yamaha keeps 
its thunderous approach on a tight leash. 
There is a touch of brashness at the top 
edge, when shattered glass and 

THRILLING DETAIL AND DEPTH

FOR Large-scale performance; 
superb bass; exciting detail

AGAINST Midrange could be 
more subtle � � � � �

quite reach that soaring high and you 
don’t get that last ounce of energy from 
the horns. It’s a small difference, but it 
tips the balance in favour of one amp 
over the other.

Music comes to the fore
But the Yamaha can’t be contested for its 
power and impact. That punchy rhythm 
is great when you’re listening to music, 
with songs played with enthusiasm and 
drive. The Denon is predictably subtler 
with voices, but put the Yamaha in 
two-channel mode and its music 
performance is surprisingly enjoyable 
compared with most other comparable 
AV receivers.

The remote is responsive but Yamaha’s 
app is better for some functions

 IN DETAIL...

“The RX-V581 is an exciting amplifi er, and the way 
it handles bass and sound eff ects is sure to whet 
the appetite of any home cinema fan”

explosions make you wince. It doesn’t 
stop the Yamaha from being an exciting 
listen, though.

All of that detail and power envelops 
you in a large soundfield, and Yamaha’s 
prowess with surround effects just keeps 
getting better. Flying objects sweep 
effortlessly across from speaker to 
speaker, demonstrating the height and 
width of which the RX-V581 is capable. 
You can almost feel the movement of 
spaceships soaring above you.

Voice recognition
Where the Yamaha takes a dip is with 
voices. It’s a touch vague compared with 
its rival, the Denon AVR-X2300W. Even 
with the Pure Direct mode turned on 
(which we would recommend for the 
best sound performance), the midrange 
isn’t quite as subtle and clearly defined 
as we’d like. We want it to convey more 
expression. The Denon is more adept at 
conveying sarcasm or anguish in 
dialogue – the Yamaha is just a touch 
reticent in comparison.

The Denon’s way with voices keeps 
you captivated. The subtlety and fluid 
dynamics engage you – the build-up to 
the flourish when the Enterprise is 
revealed in Star Trek has a sense of 
excitement and wonderment to it. On 
the Yamaha, the swell of music doesn’t 

We’re constantly amazed at the 
amount of features that manufacturers 
are able to include for just £500. Dolby 
Atmos and DTS:X are becoming 
mandatory ticks on the ever-increasing 
specifications sheet, with the RX-V581 
capable of a 5.1.2 Atmos configuration.

With wi-fi and ethernet on board, the 
Yamaha is more than just a home cinema 
surround amplifier – it’s the hub for any 
streamed music in your house. AirPlay, 
Bluetooth and DLNA let you stream 
music from smartphones, laptops and 
NAS devices.

The amplifier is also part of Yamaha’s 
MusicCast multi-room system, which 
lets you stream content from any other 
Yamaha kit you have in your house using 
the MusicCast Controller app.

CD-quality streaming
Yamaha is also the first home cinema 
amp manufacturer to provide native 
support for Qobuz, which is good news 
for subscribers of the CD-quality 
streaming service. For everyone else, 
Spotify Connect remains a hassle-free 
way to play millions of songs.

The amp supports hi-res 
24-bit/192kHz files, too. The USB port 
at the front does more than charge a 
smartphone – it can play DSD files from 
a memory stick also.

 Yamaha RX-V581 £500

PURE THOUGHTS
It’s always good to 

experiment with the various 
sound modes on an AV receiver 
but we’d recommend keeping 
the Pure Direct mode switched 

on for the best all-round 
performance

4x HDMI inputs

Dolby Atmos

KEY FEATURES

4K/HDR/60fps

 pass-through
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says

 Rating � � � � �

VERDICT A powerhouse performance 
from Yamaha that puts it back into 
competition with the best

SOUND

FEATURES

BUILD

The RX-V581 is an exciting amplifier, 
and the way it handles bass and sound 
effects is sure to whet the appetite of any 
home cinema fan. It faces fierce 
competition from the Denon at this 
price, but we think the Yamaha’s 
muscular presentation can sit 
comfortably next to its rival five-star 
receiver – even better it in one or two 
areas. It’s definitely one to put on your 
home cinema shortlist.

Connectivity seems a little sparse on 
the back panel, with only four HDMI 
inputs and a single HDMI output 
provided. It might be enough for most, 
but it feels somewhat lacking when you 
remember that Denon and Pioneer offer 
seven or eight HDMI inputs and at least 
two outputs as standard at this price.

All set for 4K
On the plus side, all HDMIs are capable 
of Ultra HD 4K/60fps and HDR 
passthrough. They are also HDCP 2.2 
certified, which means you’ll be able to 
play 4K Blu-ray discs and sources 
without any hiccups. Digital inputs 
include two coaxial and one optical, 
while there’s a smattering of component 
and analogue inputs available as well.

Yamaha has made the set-up process 
as simple as possible. The built-in YPAO 
calibration and included mic measure 

your room’s acoustics swiftly and 
accurately. If you need to make any 
tweaks, the simple menu is easy to 
navigate for the various speaker settings.

The RX-V581 responds instantly to any 
changes. The remote control is 
responsive, the volume control turns 
smoothly, and you can switch to 
Bluetooth, network or USB playback 
with the press of a button.

For once, though, we prefer using the 
control app rather than the handset. The 
remote control is, of course, the obvious 
choice when you need to adjust the 
volume, but it’s far quicker and easier to 
select the input and sound mode you 
want in one go using the free app. The 
colourful, labelled icons are neatly laid 
out and the app is fuss-free. It’s more 
appealing to use than cycling through all 
the options on the remote, hoping you 
land on the one you want.

The Yamaha’s 
array of 
connections looks 
a little sparse 
alongside its 
Denon and 
Pioneer rivals

IN THE MODE
The Yamaha off ers a 

greater choice of sound-
processing modes (DSPs) than 
the other two receivers on test 

here, and all of them are 
easily accessed by the 

fun-to-use app





TEST 
WINNER

“It’s the Denon’s superior handling of 
voices and ability to be that bit more 
revealing that has us captivated”
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Every year, the £500 AV receiver is one 
of the most hotly contested of all the 
product categories we test. Whether it’s 
for first-time buyers or existing owners 
who want an upgrade, £500 hits that 
Goldilocks spot for a lot of people. Which 
means there’s a lot at stake for any 
receiver at this price.

What makes it such a nail-biting battle 
is that it’s always the same handful of 
names – Denon, Sony, Pioneer, Yamaha, 
Onkyo – that trade places at the top, and 
that there’s no guarantee that last year’s 
Award-winner will continue to lead the 
pack. It’s tense. It’s exciting. And it’s 
always surprising. 

Down to the sound
With all three receivers on test here 
sporting similar features (all the latest 
streaming and format technology, 
including 4K HDR, Spotify Connect and 
Dolby Atmos), it’s the audio performance 
that’s the ultimate decider.

First up is the Pioneer VSX-1131, the 
newest amp from a company that has 
a reputation for always being the 
bridesmaid at this price point. It’s the 
most powerful and muscular Pioneer 
we’ve heard at this price, but it still can’t 
quite strike that balance between 
aggression and subtlety its rivals can. 
Despite offering more scale and punch 
than the delicate Denon, it’s a clear step 
down when it comes to detail, precision 
and agility. Almost, Pioneer, almost.

It comes down to the Denon AVR-
X2300W versus the Yamaha RX-V581 in 
the end. And here it becomes interesting. 
Where the Denon prioritises refinement, 
lots of subtlety and fluid dynamics, the 
Yamaha puts all its focus on power, 

punch and the deepest, most rumbling 
bass we’ve heard at this price. They’re 
both clear five-star performers, and 
whichever you decide to buy depends 
on the presentation you prefer.

Expressionist art
For our money, as much as the Yamaha’s 
exciting character has us enjoying the 
latest blockbuster films, it’s the Denon’s 
superior handling of voices and ability to 
be that bit more revealing and expressive 
that has us completely captivated by 
what’s on screen. It’s a superb 
performance from Denon – make it the 
centerpiece of your home cinema system 
and you won’t be disappointed.

HOW THEY MEASURE UP

SYSTEM
BUILDER

SPEAKER PACKAGE
Dali Zensor 5.1 � � � � � £980

PROJECTOR
Sony VPL-HW65ES � � � � � £2800

BLU-RAY PLAYER
Sony BDP-S6700 � � � � � £140

Total build £4420

Give your whole system fi ve-star quality…

F O R  A  F U L L  L I S T  O F  S P E C I F I C AT I O N S  A N D
O T H E R  U S E F U L  I N F O  V I S I T  W H AT H I F I . C O M

H O M E  C I N E M A  A M P L I F I E R S

 
 Denon AVR-X2300W  Pioneer VSX-1131 Yamaha RX-V581

 
Power     150W 160W 145W

HDMI inputs  8 7  4

HDMI outputs  2 2 1

Control app  Yes Yes Yes

Finishes  Black Black, silver Black, titanium

Dimensions (hwd)  17 x 43 x 34cm 17  x 44 x 37cm 16 x 44 x 33cm

Weight  9.4kg 10kg 8kg

TEST 
WINNER

 Denon AVR-X2300W £500 � � � � �

 It takes more than impressive brawn to win the day
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Once (and still, for some of us) the default TV size, 32in sets 
are becoming more common as second-room screens

Second set tie-breaker



I  e November 2005 issue of What Hi-Fi? we 
 a big fuss about how, for the first time, all the 

T   our ‘Supertest’ had an HD Ready resolution. 
k h , a little more than a decade ago, this was a 

 in TV tech. We had finally begun to escape 
f   lutches of ‘standard’ resolution.

Th  e for those eight groundbreaking 32in TVs 
d f m £1200 to £2000. Today, a humble 32in 

h HD Ready resolution will cost you a mere 
  d £1500 now gets you a 55in Ultra HD 4K 

w times have changed.

ode  conveniences
 nasonic and Sony will show you over

t   f  pages, a small screen and a decade-old 
l  d esn’t mean that their TVs can’t be 

c  nd enjoyable, with plenty of modern 
conveniences added to the mix.

If you’re looking for a decent small-screen TV on
a budget, you’ve come to the right place.

WHAT’S ON TEST?
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LG 32LH604V
“Sound quality mirrors its picture 
performance: loud and enjoyable”

Panasonic TX-32DS500B
“A surprisingly likeable, easy-to-use 
TV with a compelling picture”

Sony KDL-32WD603
“Picture quality is so good we didn’t 
notice it was just an HD Ready TV”
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The 32LH604V isn’t high enough up in 
LG’s TV range to qualify for an OLED 
panel, nor does it have Ultra HD 4K 
resolution. But we’re hardly expecting 
top picture tech on a small screen at this 
price. Full HD resolution is perfectly 
respectable for a 32in TV – and it comes 
with the latest WebOS 3.0 interface.

Mars experience
Since it was first introduced in 2014, we 
have waxed lyrical about LG’s WebOS. 
Now in its third iteration, the colourful 
card-launcher interface has been 
tweaked for its 2016 TVs. 

Two new sections join the neat row of 
cards at the bottom of the screen: My 
Channels and My Content, where you 
can store your favourite channels and 
shows for even quicker access. Want to 
watch the next episode of Archer but 
don’t want to wait for the Netflix app to 
launch? Just add to My Content, and the 
spoof spy show is just a click away.

But there is one glaring problem: it’s 
slow. WebOS is slick and seamless on 
LG’s top-range TVs, but a real drag to use 
on the 32LH604V. Launching apps, or 
even the programme guide, takes far too 
long – sometimes we are waiting for a 
good 10 seconds or more. It is deeply 
frustrating and mars the overall WebOS 
experience, which is a shame as the 
32LH604V has plenty to offer.

A Freeview HD tuner gives you all 
your channels and, along with Netflix, 
there’s Amazon Video, Now TV and 
Demand 5 – but, curiously, no BBC 
iPlayer or YouTube. These are odd 
omissions, but they should be available 
after a software update. LG is also 
reportedly in line to integrate Freeview 
Play into its TVs, which should give you 
more catch-up apps in ITV Hub and All 4.

The LG has built-in wi-fi, but there’s a 
wired ethernet port for a more stable 
internet connection. There are also three 
HDMI inputs, two USB ports and 
analogue connections on the back, plus 
an optical output for adding a soundbar.

At this price, we’re not expecting a 
particularly slim flatscreen telly, and the 
LG is rather on the chunky side. You 
wouldn’t know it from the front, though. 
The slim bezel and plain black feet aren’t 
overly smart or sleek, but do mean your 
attention is focused on the 32in screen. 

The 32LH604V may be somewhat 
frustrating to use, but its glossy, 
eye-catching picture makes up for it. 
What strikes us most is just how velvety 
deep the blacks are – much darker and 
more solid than on rival 32in sets such as 
the Panasonic TX-32DS500B.

Stark whites gleam against the inky 
blacks, and colours have a rich depth to 
them. Play Guardians Of The Galaxy on 
Blu-ray and the bold yellow jumpsuits, 
the green skin and the sci-fi blues all pop 
vividly against a background that has 
believable depth.

TV with foibles
The LG’s colour palette teeters just on 
the right side of oversaturated. Skin-
tones look decent, and there’s plenty of 
subtlety in shading to make characters 
look three-dimensional. Strands of hair, 
the texture of roads, threads on clothes 
– they’re all crisply etched in Full HD.

Its closest rival Sony KDL-32WD603 
has an HD Ready resolution, so we’re 
expecting a sharper picture quality on 
the LG in comparison. But the Sony isn’t 
too far off in performance: its blacks may 
not go as deep as the LG, but it does offer 
a tad more shadow detail without 
compromising its strong contrast.

The LG swallows up some finer 
nuances in inky pools of black, and it 
doesn’t always look as solid during 

GOOD PICTURE FOR THOSE WHO WAIT

says

 Rating � � � �  �

VERDICT Exciting picture performance 
and bold sound make it a good proposition 
– if you can live with the sluggish interface

PICTURE

SOUND

FEATURES

FOR Glossy, deep blacks; 
bright whites; vibrant picture 

AGAINST Slow interface; 
rivals off er greater subtlety 

LG 32LH604V £350
� � � � �

daylight scenes. The Sony can glean 
more information from the bright areas, 
too, and does a better job at conveying 
how intense and punchy a light source is. 

The LG’s sound quality mirrors its 
picture performance: loud, powerful, 
full-bodied and enjoyable. It can be 
rather thick at times, but it’s a small price 
to pay when you’re getting such a big, 
bold sound out of a 32in TV. Voices are 
full of warmth, and there’s a decent heft 
to engines and sound effects.

The LG 32LH604V’s glossy picture is 
an enjoyable watch, though slightly 
flawed. The main grumble lies with its 
frustratingly slow interface, but if you 
can live through the TV’s foibles, then 
the LG’s punchy and appealing picture 
quality is well worth searching out.

3 2 - I N C H  T E L E V I S I O N S

The LG’s slim bezel 
means all your 
attention is focused
on the action on the 
32in screen

Full HD (1920 

x1080)

HDMI x3

Freeview HD, 

satellite

KEY FEATURES
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Here at What Hi-Fi? we’ve becom  
accustomed to testing the latest Ul a
4K TVs, so the arrival of an old-fa n  
HD Ready TV with 32in screen co  
a bit of a shock to the system.

With the £500 TX-40DX600B, 
Panasonic has shown it can comb a 
4K picture with an affordable pric g  
but it’s heartening to discover the 
company seems to put just as mu h 
effort into its basic, smaller screen .

Panasonic’s TX-32DS500B doe  
impress on paper: it’s a 32in scree ha  
an HD Ready resolution (it will ac t 
1080p videos, but won’t display th m 
natively) and costs just £300. But a 
surprisingly likeable, easy-to-use  
with a compelling picture. It even h s 
Netflix and all the catch-up TV ap .

Dark shadowy corners
But first, let’s get the biggest issue t  
the Panasonic out of the way: the b c  
don’t go deep and aren’t subtle eno gh  
That is a problem when you’re wa chi  
a TV show or Blu-ray film with a lot of 
dark scenes – The Dark Knight Rises, for 
instance – as you lose a lot of detail and 
don’t get that exciting, punchy contrast.

The lapels of dark suits, the finer detail 
in strands of hair, textures of metal or 
wood – they all tend to blend into the 
background in dark or shadowy corners. 
Bright colours, such as the yellow prison 
jumpsuits in Guardians Of The Galaxy, 
don’t get the chance to pop as much 
without solid blacks surrounding them.

Things improve in brighter or daylight 
scenes, where the contrast is a lot more 
balanced and shows off the screen’s 
talents. Objects look a lot more solid 
outdoors, and you can see just how 
nicely balanced the colour palette is.

We would normally brace ourselves 
for a dip in quality when watching 
standard definition on a Full HD or 4K 
screen, but the HD Ready resolution 
works in the 32DS500B’s favour: the 
picture remains clear and stable, with 
plenty of detail when watching 
MasterChef on BBC iPlayer or Friends 
repeats on non-HD channels.

Rival Sony KDL-32WD603 (also £300) 
is more discerning, and has a better grasp 
on its contrast – its blacks go satisfyingly 
deep while also displaying plenty of 
shadow detail.

Th d d ( h h 
c ld b d h k b ld)  
unlike the tinny sound we encounter 
from slim flatscreens. Decent weight
and no hint of sharpness means it’s 
comfortable to listen to for long periods.
Dialogue is heard above sound effects, 
and we don’t find ourselves immediately 
thinking about hooking up a soundbar.

Colourful interface
Unlike the TVs higher up Panasonic’s 
2016 range, the TX-32DS500B doesn’t 
come with the colourful Firefox OS 
interface we’re so fond of. Instead, it has 
My Home Screen – multiple screens you 
can customise to a specific theme or 
person in the household. 

It might not be as elegant and slick as 
Firefox, but it’s handy for having your 
favourite apps and programme guide 
within easy reach. Along with Netflix 
and Amazon video apps, you get all of 
UK’s catch-up TV apps (BBC iPlayer, ITV 
Hub, All 4 and Demand 5), something 
that its Sony and LG rivals don’t have. 
The built-in wi-fi works fine for iPlayer 
streams, but we’d use the wired ethernet 
port for the most stable connection.

Connectivity is rather sparse on the 
TX-32DS500B: two HDMI inputs and one 
USB port – not enough if you want to 
keep your Blu-ray player, Sky box and 
games console plugged in at all times. 

BLACK IS (NOT QUITE) BLACK

FOR Good contrast; decent 
defi nition; easy to use

 Panasonic TX-32DS500B £300
�� �� �

g g  
o f f
you wish) and the Freeview HD tuner are 
the only other connections.

The set itself is light but never feels 
flimsy. The build quality is decent, and a 
simple but stable stand that’s easy to 
screw in makes the Panasonic a fine 
choice if you’re after a smaller TV for 
your bedroom or kitchen. 

All of which means, then, that you get 
a fair amount for your £300. 

The TX-32DS500B’s rival, the Sony 
KDL-32WD603, offers a subtler, more 
natural and exciting picture, but if you 
can live with the not-so-deep-or-subtle 
blacks that the Panasonic offers, this TV’s 
likable picture and impressively useful 
interface make it well worth considering 
as your second-room set.

says

 Rating � � � �  �

VERDICT Only a weakness with dark 
scenes stops this likeable and aff ordable 
32in TV from getting the full fi ve stars

PICTURE

SOUND

FEATURES

HD ready

HDMI x2

Freeview HD tuner

KEY FEATURES

AGAINST Blacks could go 
deeper; limited connectivity

You get a lot for £300
with this Panasonic 
32in TV. It’s a likeable 
picture, even if blacks 
could go a bit deeper



HD ready

HDMI x2

Freeview HD tuner

KEY FEATURES
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If you’re looking for a good 32in TV on a 
budget, buy the Sony KDL-32WD603. It 
really is that simple. It has an HD Ready 
resolution, a Freeview HD tuner, wi-fi, 
and even comes with Netflix and BBC 
iPlayer. More importantly, picture quality 
is superb for the money. 

With stunning Ultra HD 4K around, it 
seems odd to be praising an HD Ready 
picture. But the Sony KDL-32WD603 
delivers such a natural, detailed and 
well-balanced image for its price that we 
find ourselves enjoying the TV without 
counting pixels. The relatively small 
screen size no doubt helps too.

Natural picture
Play Mad Max: Fury Road on Blu-ray 
(admirably downscaled to fit the Sony’s 
resolution) and you get a sense of the 
angry heat of the wasteland, and the 
rough texture of sand. 

While it’s not quite as crisply focused 
as a Full HD screen such as the LG 
32LH604V, there is an abundance of 
detail. Strands of hair are distinguishable, 
wrinkles on people’s faces look natural 
and the textures of clothes are easily 
conveyed by the Sony’s talented screen. 

However, it’s the black depth, and the 
accompanying intensity of anything 
bright against it, that earns the Sony its 
five stars. Blacks are deep and solid, but 
they don’t swallow up details as they do 
on the LG. And, unlike on the Panasonic 
TX-32DS500B, they remain consistent 
throughout dark and daylight scenes.

Colours are beautifully balanced: blue 
skies look as believable as a well-worn 
red shirt. The KDL-32WD603 doesn’t try 
to gloss over any detail or shade to make 
it look more appealing, it just delivers 
the picture as naturally as possible.

That same appealing character comes 
through when watching re-runs of 
Friends on Freeview HD and, apart from 
a softening around the edges, the picture 
remains a stable and entertaining watch.

While there’s not much to complain 
about with picture quality, there’s little 
heft to the Sony’s sound, which puts the 
focus on the bright top end. A good 
amount of detail still keeps us listening, 
though, as voices cut through sound 
effects and convey plenty of expression.

We have heard better, more full-
bodied sound from rival 32in TVs such 
as the LG 32LH604V and the Panasonic 

TX-32DS500B, and would consider 
pairing the Sony with a soundbar or a 
pair of budget powered speakers for a 
bigger and more enveloping sound.

Slim and lean sounding
Sony has kept things simple with two 
HDMI inputs, two USB ports, and an 
optical output available on the back. One 
more HDMI input would be good though, 
especially for juggling Blu-ray/DVD 
player, games console and Sky box.

You’ll find Netflix and BBC iPlayer on 
the Sony, but no Amazon Instant Video, 
which is a shame. Unlike Panasonic’s 
TX-32DS500B (£300), Sony doesn’t 
include all the UK TV catch-up services 
– there’s no ITV Hub or All 4, but you do 
get iPlayer and Demand 5.

Connecting to your home’s network 
takes seconds, whether you’re using the 
wired ethernet connection or Sony’s 
built-in wi-fi. Both methods prove stable 
when watching YouTube videos.

It may be only be a 32in HD Ready 
screen, but this budget Sony is a smart-
looking set. It’s a slim flatscreen TV for 
starters, which makes it stand out 
against the chunky sets at this budget 
price. The Sony’s build quality feels a 
notch above that of LG and Panasonic too.

The slim black bezel surrounding the 
screen isn’t intrusive, and the sturdy 
stand is easy to slot in. On the other 

SUPERB PICTURE FOR THE MONEY

says

 Rating � � � � �

VERDICT Deep blacks and punchy whites 
make this a great TV for an aff ordable price

PICTURE

SOUND

FEATURES

FOR Detailed and exciting 
picture; easy to use; great price

AGAINST Thin sound; rivals 
off er more features and/or apps

Sony KDL-32WD603 £300
� � � � �

hand, that slimness does go some way to 
explaining why the Sony’s sound quality 
is on the lean side.

What warms us further to this Sony is 
how easy it is to use. The simple interface 
may not be as visually exciting as LG’s 
WebOS, but it just works. There are no 
hiccups or lags, scrolling through the TV 
guide is quick and smooth, and the 
remote works responsively with the TV. 

One small niggle: you can’t tweak 
picture settings while watching iPlayer 
(trying to access the home menu 
automatically exits any app on screen). 
But when there’s so much we like about 
the Sony KDL-32WD603, that’s a minor 
complaint. It’s a lovely TV and its picture 
quality is so good we didn’t notice we 
were watching an HD Ready TV. 

If you’re looking for a small TV on a 
budget – this is the one you want.

3 2 - I N C H  T E L E V I S I O N S

Deep, intense blacks 
highlight beautifully 
balanced colours and
earn this 32in Sony 
TV the full fi ve stars
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The three TVs on test here (one with a 
Full HD resolution, two HD Ready) all 
feature screen technology more than a 
decade old, but it doesn’t stop LG, 
Panasonic and Sony from delivering 
pleasing picture quality.

They haven’t scrimped on the latest 
features either. Built-in wi-fi, multiple 
HDMI inputs, catch-up TV services, 
Netflix and, in LG’s case, the newest 
WebOS 3.0 interface are all present.

But each has its foibles: the LG’s user 
interface has lag issues, the Panasonic’s 
black depth is never satisfactory and the 
Sony’s sound is relatively weak.

Immersive picture
Luckily, picture performance saves the 
day for all three TVs. The Panasonic may 
not have the deepest blacks or the most 
exciting contrast, but it doesn’t put a foot 
wrong when it comes to colour balance. 
It’s an enjoyable screen with an easy to 
use interface – definitely one to consider.

The LG 32LH604V’s crisp Full HD 
display, glossy contrast and vivid picture 
will appeal to those looking for a bargain. 
Its lush blacks go deeper than the others. 
It’s just a shame that the usually sleek 
WebOS interface is frustratingly slow. If 
you can live with the sluggishness, then 
the LG will reward you with a rich and 
exciting screen performance.

Until you see the Sony KDL-32WD603, 
that is. You’d expect the LG’s Full HD 
screen to have a detail advantage over 
the Sony’s HD Ready resolution, and it 
does – just not to an extent that justifies 
an extra £50. And the Sony handles itself 
better. Its colours look more realistic and 
the simple interface works smoothly. 

Where the Panasonic isn’t quite as 
forthcoming with detail and the LG 
comes across as a tad too exuberant, the 
Sony manages to dig out detail while 
also delivering a natural colour palette 
and inky, solid blacks. 

It’s a wonderfully immersive picture 
for a 32in TV, and we can imagine living 
with it without ever having any regrets. 
It deserves a place in your home.

HOW THEY MEASURE UP

SYSTEM
BUILDER

SOUNDBAR
Q Acoustics Media 4  � � � � �  £330
QA puts its speaker expertise to great use

STREAMING SERVICE
BBC iPlayer  � � � � �  Free

Best video-on-demand service out there

Total build £630
F O R  A  F U L L  L I S T  O F  S P E C I F I C AT I O N S  A N D
O T H E R  U S E F U L  I N F O  V I S I T  W H AT H I F I . C O M

3 2 - I N C H  T E L E V I S I O N S

 
 LG 32LH604V  Panasonic TX-32DS500B Sony KDL-32WD603

 
Screen size   32in 32in 32in

Screen resolution  1920 x 1080 1366 x 768  1366 x 768

Screen type  LCD/LED LCD/LED LCD/LED

Tuners  Freeview HD, satellite Freeview HD Freeview HD

Inputs  HDMI x3, USB x2, comp HDMI x2, USB, comp, scart HDMI x2, USB x2, scart

Dimensions (hwd)  44 x 73 x 7cm 44 x 73 x 7cm 45 x 74 x 7cm

Weight  5kg 6kg 5kg

TEST 
WINNER

Sony KDL-32WD603 £300 � � � � �

For picture quality, there was only one winner
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What would the list of features on What 
Hi-Fi?’s ideal high-end DAC look like? All 
current domestic digital connections is a 
given, and it would also be able to accept 
24-bit/192kHz PCM files, as well as DSD 
music streams. Right now, DSD ability 
might not be particularly important to 
us, but we would never want our hi-fi to 
limit our future choice of music.

We’d add Bluetooth too, because it’s 
nice to be able to hear the sound of your 
phone or tablet through the main hi-fi. A 
variable output would be good, and why 
not add a headphone jack and good 
analogue section, so there’s no need for a 
separate preamp? Complexity, cost and 
cabling are all reduced, and that’s never  
a bad thing, even at top-end prices. Oh, 
and it has to sound really good too. Are 
we hard to please? Guilty as charged.

Spec heaven
On paper, we could be describing 
Leema’s new Libra DAC. Take a close look 
at its specification and in many ways it 
goes above and beyond what we’d wish 
for. It will play PCM files up to 384kHz (if 
you can find any you actually want to 
listen to) and DSD 128 recordings too. 

Connectivity is excellent, as the Libra 
adds AES/EBU alongside a pair of  
I squared S inputs to our demands. We’ve 
rarely come across these in domestic 
products, but you can bet some hi-fi 
enthusiast, somewhere, will be rubbing 
their hands with glee at the news.

There are also three line-level 
analogue inputs. Each of these can be 

configured for single-ended or balanced 
XLR use at the press of a button 
(accessible through a small hole on the 
back panel). The Leema’s output is 
available in single-ended and XLR 
varieties too, with the option of leaving it 
fixed (to connect to a separate preamp) or 
variable, where the Libra can drive the 
power amp or active speakers directly 
– which would make for a neat system. 

There’s also a set of connections for 
Leema’s in-house comms system that 
allows the Libra to communicate with 
the company’s other products. This 
really is a well-equipped box.

There’s something comfortably familiar 
about the Libra’s appearance. It reminds 
us of the company’s multiple Award-
winning Tucana amplifier – hardly a 
surprise, given that it looks as though 
the company has used the same chassis. 
The build is as solid as ever, and nicely 
finished with it. We doubt whether the 
DAC produces enough heat to justify the 
generous amount of heat-sinking 
included, but it looks good all the same.

The Libra is future-proofed to an extent 
too. It uses the company’s new, fully 
balanced Quattro Infinity dual-mono 
DAC modules. These are �eld-replaceable, 
and so can be changed as and when 
improved technology becomes available. 
This is a nice touch, and a welcome safety 
net on such a premium-priced product.

The Libra is a bit of a mixed bag to use. 
On a positive note, we like the feel of the 
two rotary controls. The large volume 
dial in particular is lovely, exhibiting the 

perfect amount of damping and precision 
while it turns. The intuitive way the 
on-board software responds to the 
volume’s movement feels natural too.  
The front-panel buttons are fairly precise 
in use, though we don’t like their 
sharp-edged texture. 

Much more of an issue is the display. 
It’s informative and, viewed from 
straight ahead, pretty clear. But off-axis 
it’s awful, with such poor contrast that at 
certain angles we can’t read anything. 

Buttons come undone
We’re not totally convinced by the 
remote handset either. It’s a nicely 
shaped metal unit, built with a good 
amount of heft and a sensible button 
layout. But those buttons don’t feel great 
in use and aren’t that well shaped.

This DAC isn’t short of inputs – we 
counted 15 in total; three optical, three 
coax, one USB, three-line level analogue 
as well as the two AES/EBU, Bluetooth 
and dual I Squared S connections. That’s 
great because we doubt there’s a 
two-channel system, no matter how 
complex, the Libra can’t cope with.

As we’d expect, the Libra’s USB 
connection is asynchronous, the DAC 
controlling of the timing of information 
flow rather than the computer. Clocks 
used in audio products tend to be better 
than those in computers, so the result 
should be improved sound quality. If you 
run a PC you’ll need to load the dedicated 
driver software from Leema’s website. 
Mac owners should be good to go.

 A clear case of  
 wishlist fulfilment

FOR Muscularity with finesse; 
features; analogue section; build

AGAINST Sound needs more 
enthusiasm; poor display

Leema Libra  |  DAC  |  £5995

� � � � �

EXPENSIVE, YES. BUT YOU KNOW YOU WANT THEMTEMPTATIONS

T E M P TAT I O N S
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24-bit/384kHz 
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Build quality is 
first-rate and, 
even though the 
remote isn’t that 
successful 
ergonimically, 
the main unit’s 
controls are a 
joy to use

Volume control

3 line-level inputs

Sampling rate

KEY FEATURES
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T E M P TAT I O N S

says

 Rating � � � �  �

VERDICT A powerful yet subtle sound that 
works well with a range of systems. Could 
do with a bit more sonic sparkle though

SOUND

FEATURES 

BUILD

3

2

1

Our review sample isn’t a box-fresh 
unit, but we give it a few days of use 
before listening seriously. The Libra is 
plumbed into our usual reference stereo 
set-up: the main source components are 
Naim’s NDS/555PS music streamer, a 
MacBook Air (loaded with Pure Music 
and Audirvana music software), a Cyrus 
CDi CD player and Clearaudio’s 
Innovation Wood turntable. 

The Libra doesn’t have a phono stage, 
so we use Cyrus’s Signature Phono with 
a PSX-R2 outboard power supply instead. 
Gamut’s D3i/D200i pre/power takes 
care of amplification duties, driving our 
usual ATC SCM50s.

Sweet Bluetooth
We start by testing the Leema’s Apt X 
Bluetooth capability with a Sony Z3 
Compact and Apple iPad 2. We listen to 
Fareweel Regality from The Unthanks 
and are pleased with the clarity and 
refinement on offer. There’s a good level 
of insight, fine handling of dynamics and 
a pleasing way with the group’s vocals 
that unearths the nuances while still 
delivering the big picture with skill. If 
you think Bluetooth won’t ever sound 
good, listen to the Libra. It really does do 
a fine job.

Put a physical link between the Leema 
and the source and things get even 
better. We play a range of music files 
through our Macbook from Hans 
Zimmer’s The Dark Knight Rises 
(24-bit/192kHz) and Stevie Wonder’s 
Innervisions (DSD), through to Eminem’s 
Encore (320kbps), and the Libra takes it 
all in its stride.

Those familiar with the company’s 
premium products will feel right at home 
listening to this DAC. It has the same 
full-bodied sound, which is immensely 
powerful but still capable of subtlety 
when required.

The Libra delivers the Hans Zimmer 
set with considerable skill. Gotham’s 
Reckoning comes through with the right 
blend of tension and menace, with 
plenty in reserve for the large-scale 
dynamics when they hit. 

There’s so much power to the low-end 
in this recording and the Leema 
responds well, rendering rich, weighty 
bass that still has enough in the way of 
agility and precision to convince. Stereo 
imaging is impressive. It’s expansive, 
nicely layered, yet stable even when 
things get busy – and that’s pretty often 
on this recording.

Stevie Wonder shows off the Libra’s 
lovely midrange performance. It may be 
a muscular presentation, but there’s also 
an appealingly organic quality to the way 
this DAC reproduces the midrange. 
Wonder’s distinctive vocals come 
through with clarity and passion, the 
Libra shining a bright light onto the 
nuances of his voice.

Rhythmically, the Leema is surefooted 
rather than sprightly. It communicates 
the hard-charging momentum of Higher 
Ground with confidence but lacks the 
enthusiasm to really get our feet tapping. 
It’s this slight reticence to have fun, 
coupled to a tendency to round-off 
attack and sparkle at higher frequencies 
that give it the feel of a product that 
wants to sound comfortable, rather than 
one that goes all-out to entertain.

Adaptable - but a bit ‘safe’
The upside to such an approach is that 
it will work well with a wide range of 
recordings and usually produce an 
acceptable sound. The downside is 
that your favourite music doesn’t tug at 
the heart (or feet) with the insistence 
that top-end hi-fi should. This sonic 
balance stays consistent regardless of 
the input we try. 

Usually the line stages of a product 
such as this aren’t as good as the digital, 
but that’s not the case here. The Libra’s 
analogue inputs sound a touch cleaner 
and subtler than the digital alternatives, 
displaying a pleasing naturalness and 
clarity. This is a digital product that takes 
analogue performance seriously. 

That’s emphasised by the quality of 
the preamp section. We spend much of 
this test using the Libra straight into the 
Gamut D200i power amplifier. On the 
whole, the combination works well, and 
we don’t feel the need to change back to 
the Gamut preamp straight away, even 
though it sounds better (as it should, 
costing a few hundred pounds more than 
the Leema and being analogue-only).

The headphone output is less 
successful. With a pair of BeyerDynamic 
T1s (along with Grado’s PS500s) it lacks 
the transparency and fluidity of the line 
outputs. We’d get a dedicated outboard 
headphone amp if this were a priority.

If you’re looking for a well equipped 
digital hub that will also double as a 
capable analogue preamp, you’re not 
exactly spoiled for choice. Despite our 
slight misgivings about the sound and 
some ergonomic aspects, there’s much to 
admire in the Libra. It may not be our 
perfect DAC, but it’s not that far away.

IN DETAIL

On the Libra, 
Bluetooth doesn’t 
just cut down on the 
wiring – it actually 
sounds good

An I2S output is rare 
on a domestic DAC  
– it’s a digital output 
available from some 
computers and the 
occasional high-end 
source

Outputs – single-
ended or balanced 
– can be confi gured 
to be fi xed or 
variable

”We doubt there’s a 
two-channel system, 
no matter how 
complex, the Libra 
can’t cope with”



Four years ago, AudioQuest shook the hi-� world with our �rst DragonFly 
DAC–Preamp–Headphone Amp—the rare audio product that brought 
more compelling sound to all music lovers, playing high-res �les to MP3s 
on perfectionist systems and modest laptops. 

Now, the new DragonFly Black and DragonFly Red exceed their predecessor  
in every way, delivering more beautiful music, boasting software upgradability, 
and providing compatibility with Android and Apple iOS mobile devices.

While Black o�ers more clarity, depth and category-de�ning value than 
ever before, the take-no-prisoners Red provides even more �nesse, 
resolution, torque and more than enough power to drive even the most 
demanding headphones. 

The word is out: DigitalAudioReview.net’s John Darko calls DragonFly Red 
and Black “the �nest examples of everyman hi� to ever grace these pages. 
Their value quotients explode the dial.” 

Let the joyful experience begin!

Powerful, Immersive Sound from 
Computers and Mobile Devices!

New DragonFlys! 
£89 Black & £169 Red

If you’ve recently bought a new 
hi-fi or home cinema product, or if 
you’ve got a classic piece of kit you 
love, we want to hear all about it.

Go to whathifi.com and submit a 
user review for publication online. 
Your reviews will complement our 
own and give our readers valuable 

feedback from owners.
If we think your review deserves 

it, you could even get a coveted 
‘Approved Reviewer’ badge. 

To find out more, go to: 
http://www.whathifi.com/news/
how-to-write-your-own-review

We need your product reviews! 



 “Subtlety and emotion, 
breathtaking crispness”
FOR Crisp, articulate sound; 
fine build; clever engineering

AGAINST Sound appeals to 
the head more than the feet

Audio Physic Avanti  |  Stereo speakers  |  £4280

� � � � �
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TEMPTATION

 Why should you buy Audio Physic’s 
Avantis when there are a multitude of 
better-known speakers from the likes of 
B&W, Focal and PMC? At first glance 
that’s not an easy question to answer. 
The Avanti looks like just another 
premium two-way floorstander, and the 
world is hardly short of those.

But those familiar with the brand 
– probably not so many in the UK, 
admittedly – know that these towers are 
likely to have considerable substance. 
Over its 30-year history, Audio Physic 
has turned out more than its fair share of 
fine speakers, and this current Avanti can 
be counted among them.

Where’s woofer?
Despite appearances, these floorstanders 
are three-way designs. The tweeter and 
midrange drivers are obvious enough, 
but where’s the bass unit? Usually, it 
would be found on the front or one of 
the sides, but here it’s hidden inside the 
cabinet, mounted to the base, and ported 
through a slot below the front baffle. 

Here’s where things get really 
interesting. The woofer – a 22cm 
paper-cone unit that crosses over to the 
midrange at around 130Hz – fires 
through the base. Take a look under the 
speakers and you’ll find the base isn’t the 
usual veneer-covered wooden board but 
is made of ceramic foam. This porous 
material not only adds strength to the 

speaker’s structure but also allows the 
sound from the driver to pass through. 

The unusual bass arrangement helps 
make the speakers less fussy about room 
placement. It works, the Avantis sounding 
balanced across a wide range of positions. 
We wouldn’t put them right up against a 
wall or in a corner, but given a little room 
to breathe they’re perfectly happy.

At the other end of the frequency 
spectrum, what initially seems like a 
conventional dome tweeter turns out to 
be a far less common cone design. It uses 
a 38mm aluminium diaphragm. The 
metal theme continues with the 13cm 
midrange, which – like the tweeter – uses 
an elastic damping ring along the outer 
edge of the cone to control resonances. 
The midrange’s chassis is unusual too. It 
uses a plastic basket inside the 
aluminium frame to deliver a structure 
that combines rigidity, low resonance 
and an element of decoupling. Clever.

Structural integrity
The same could be said of the cabinet. 
Inside it’s solidly braced, and lined using 
more of that ceramic foam, which not 
only adds to rigidity but also improves 
the vibration damping of the enclosure.

We’re impressed by the lovely glossy 
finish too, and every panel lines up just 
so, giving the Avantis the air of quality 
designer furniture – an impression 
reinforced by slanted design.

There are several finishes available, 
from the usual walnut, black ash and 
cherry to the fetching ebony of our 
review sample. For an extra £1000, 
there’s also a premium all-glass  
option, which looks stunning in the  
right surroundings.

No devils in this detail
Audio Physic’s company motto is ‘No 
Loss Of Fine Detail’. Not the catchiest tag 
line, but it describes the sound of the 
Avantis pretty well. Connected to our 
usual reference system – Naim’s 
NDS/555PS streamer, the Clearaudio 
Innovation Wood turntable, Cyrus’s 
Signature phono stage/PSX-R2 and the 
Gamut D3i/D200i pre/power 
combination – these speakers impress.

Our first impression is of a remarkably 
clean presentation. The Avantis deliver 
an up-front and detailed sound that 
positively brims with agility. Give them a 
sparse recording such as The xx’s Angels 
and they shine, rendering the group’s 
vocals with considerable finesse. 

The Audio Physics capture the subtlety 
and emotion of the track beautifully, with 
each part of the minimal instrumentation 
rendered with breathtaking crispness. 
Leading edges are superbly defined, but 
never over-emphasised. It’s an articulate 
sound too, right from the lowest bass 
notes upwards.

Tonally, things are a touch brightly lit, 
a little lean and can be provoked with 
aggressive recordings or edgy systems. 
But if carefully matched, the 
presentation remains balanced enough 
to convince. The integration between 
the three drivers is seamless, which 
points to a carefully calibrated crossover. 

“We’re impressed by the lovely glossy finish too, 
and every panel lines up just so, giving the Avantis 
the air of quality designer furniture”
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The Avanti’s low-end is pleasingly taut 
and punchy, and delivered with far more 
authority than most would credit from 
such a slimline tower – these 
floorstanders may be 109cm tall but 
they’re only 17cm wide. This helps to 
make them an unobtrusive addition to 
any listening room.

Extended seasons
Switch to Vivaldi’s Four Seasons and 
these speakers respond positively. They 
cast an expansive soundstage that 
extends well beyond their physical form. 
It’s nicely layered and stable, even when 
the music gets busy. We’re also impressed 
by the Audio Physics’ composure. They 
always sound unflustered, regardless of 
the music’s complexity or, to a large 
extent, volume level. 

Dynamically, the Avantis are pretty 
good. They deliver large-scale swings 
with confidence, though by the highest 
standards (and we must apply those 
here) they stop just short of conveying 
the ebb and flow of Vivaldi’s music with 
total conviction.

Radiohead’s In Rainbows shows 
another minor crack in the Audio 
Physic’s case. For all their considerable 
talents, these speakers aren’t particularly 
great at communicating rhythms. While 
each note is defined with clarity, they 
aren’t strung together well enough to 
convey the hard-charging momentum of 
15 Step with the energy it deserves. This 
shortfall doesn’t go so far as to spoil our 
enjoyment, but it certainly takes it down 
a notch.

Powerful pros
We still like the Avantis, though. They’re 
smart, elegant and packed with clever 
engineering. Their sound brims with 
agility and clarity, and it’s all backed up 
with class-leading build and finish. 
They’re worth a serious audition.

says

 Rating � � � �  �

VERDICT The Avantis are well built, elegant 
and deliver a sound packed with clarity 
and agility. Surprisingly muscular bass, too

SOUND

COMPATIBILITY 

BUILD

Three-way 

design

Hidden 

bass 

driver

Single 

wire

KEY FEATURES

Several fi nishes are available 
– including a stunning 
all-glass option – each one 
built to the highest standards
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Save time and money with 
What Hi-Fi? Our expert advice 

will help you get the best kit for 
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reviews from the world’s best 
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What Hi-Fi? celebrates its 40th anniversary 
next month, and to mark the occasion we 

are producing a special, bumper issue of the 
magazine (on sale 1st September). 

We’ll be showcasing our Top 40 favourite 
products of all time, remembering some 
classic tech that failed to make the grade 
and you’ll have the chance to win one of 

many fantastic prizes in our 40th birthday 
competition. Don’t miss it!

Win a number of 
great prizes...

NEXT MONTH
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BUYER’S GUIDE

NOW WITH 
THE BEST BUYS 
IN EVERY 
CATEGORY

BEST 
BUYS

Kobina Monney, Buyer’s Guide Editor

   This is the defi nitive guide to the best home 
entertainment kit you can buy. From 75in TVs to 
smartphones, from portable Bluetooth speakers 
to Dolby Atmos surround-sound packages, here’s 
where you’ll fi nd the perfect product, fast. 

NEW ENTRIES The UE Roll 2 is another terrifi c 
portable speaker, Denon’s AVR-X2300W is one 
of the best AV amps on the market and Bose’s 
QuietComfort 35s are highly desirable headphones.

Ultimate Ears Roll 2, p99
“A compact, portable speaker
that sounds great and is
genuinely fun to use”

Bose QuietComfort 35, p112
“Bose takes its noise-
cancelling headphones 
to dizzying new heights”

Denon AVR-X2300W, p102
“It’s clearly better than its 
talented predecessor, and 
delivers the same fuss-free 
user experience”



We want to know what you think. What you like (or hate)
about our magazine, our website, and the tech we write
about. Tell us and you’ll help make your favourite
gadget magazine and website even favouriter.

All you have to do is register and answer a few simple
questions. There’s a quick poll every month, as well as
discussion threads where you can go into more detail.

And we aren’t the only ones listening. So are the big
tech companies. This is your chance to let

them know your thoughts, too.

Join the What Hi-Fi?
Tech Panel!

Rant. Rave. Opine. Help us make What Hi-Fi? better.

www.techpanel.co.uk
Brought to you by

Why join?

Tell tech
companies what

you think

Exclusive offers
and competitions

Shape our
magazine and

website

Join
now!



FOR THE LATEST SALE PRICES AND OFFERS, CONTACT YOUR LOCAL STORE OR VISIT WWW.SSAV.COM

PLEASE NOTE: SOME BRANDS/PRODUCTS ARE NOT AVAILABLE AT ALL STORES. SPECIAL/ADDEDVALUE OFFERS ARE NOT IN CONJUNCTIONWITH ANY OTHER OFFER (NICWAOO). ADVERT VALID UNTIL 31/08/2016. E&OE

www.SSAV.com
click&
collect
NOW AVAILABLE

WirelessSpeakerSystem
NAD
VISO 1AP

£249

StreamingSystem
&Speakers
Naim UnitiLite
B&W 685 S2

£2199

BluetoothSpeakers
Podspeakers
SmallPod BT

£199

Save £189 CD/StreamingSystem
&Speakers
DenonCEOLRCD-N9
Q Acoustics
3010

£349

Save £355

Hi-ResWirelessMusic
Streamer/Amplifier
Bluesound
Powernode 2

£599

SPEAKERS IN
GRAPHITE OR WALNUT

PACKAGE
DEAL

Save £100 WHITE FINISH ONLY

PACKAGE
DEAL

Half Price

GLOSS RED,
BLACK OR WHITE

Half Price

BLACK OR WHITE

★★★★★
JULY 2014



DAC/Headphone Amp
NADD1050
£299
Save £100

5 YEAR WARRANTY

www.SSAV.com
click&
collect
NOW AVAILABLE

Headphones

NAD
VISO HP50
£129

Save £50

CD/DAB/Streaming System
MarantzM-CR611
£SSAV.com

Hi-ResWireless Speaker Package
Naim
Mu-so+Mu-soQb

£1340

Hi-ResWireless Speaker Package
BluesoundPulse Flex
2ZoneStarter Bundle

£499

BLACK OR WHITE FINISH Save £39

ThePULSEFLEX is a game-
changing2-way speaker
that delivers thebest of both
performanceandportability.
This ultra-compactwireless
speakerwill change theway
you thinkabout personal audio.
Mount apair in the corners of
a large room, hideoneona
bookshelf, takeoneout to the
patio table or throwone in your
bag for a picnic – thePULSE
FLEXallows you the true flexibility
you’vebeenwaiting for in amulti-
roomstreamingmusic system.

PACKAGECONTAINS
2 xPULSEFLEXWIRELESSSPEAKERS

Save £150

PACKAGECONTAINS
1 xNAIMMU-SO&1XNAIMMU-SOQB

Music Streamer
Pioneer N-50A
£349

Save £150

Headphones

Sennheiser
Momentum 2.0 AE
£199

Save £70

CD/DAB/Streaming System
ArcamSoloMusic
£1499

Road toRio
Trade inPromotion

Save £200 when you
trade in your old system

.
In store Only.

HEOS 1 £119
Save £80

HEOS 3 £199
Save £50

HEOS 5 £269
Save £80

HEOS 7 £399
Save £100

WirelessMusic System
Sonos
£SSAV.com

WirelessMusic System
Denon•HEOS



Please Note: Some brands/products are not available at all stores. Special/added
value offers are not in conjunction with any other offer (NICWAOO).
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FOR THE LATEST SALE PRICES AND
OFFERS, CONTACT YOUR LOCAL
STORE OR VISIT WWW.SSAV.COM

FOR THE LATEST PRICES AND OFFERS VISIT WWW.SSAV.COM OR CONTACT YOUR LOCAL STORE

Real Value
Fantastic value for money is our aim. Although we remain independent, you will be

pleasantly surprised just how competitive we can be - with the added benefit of seeing,
hearing and touching the product before you buy, and someone to help if things go wrong.

Real Products
A wide selection of products from the world’s leading manufacturers is in stock and

available for you to take home. We also offer a delivery and installation service as well as a
convenient on-line click and reserve option for many of our products.

Real People
Our staff are friendly, knowledgeable and passionate about music and film and the

equipment needed to get the most out of your collection. They will be delighted to assist you
in making the right selection to ensure you enjoy your system for years to come.

Real Stores
Sevenoaks Sound & Vision have 24 stores nationwide with plans to open more during 2016.

Each carries the best in home cinema and Hi-Fi equipment on display, ready for you to
watch, listen to and compare in our dedicated demonstration rooms.

QEDCABLESwith selectedhi-fi
purchasesover£300*

FREE

Amplifier
NADC316BEE £199 CD Player

NADC516BEE

Save £50

£199

Turntable
NAD
C556
£199

5 YEAR WARRANTYSave £50 5 YEAR WARRANTY

*While stocks last. Not in conjunction with any other offer.
Ask instore or visit www.ssav.com for details.

Amplifier/DAC
NAD
D3020
£399

5 YEAR WARRANTY

FREE
PHONO PREAMP

NAD PP2e
WORTH £99

BEST STEREOAMPUP TO £500

NADD3020

STEREOAMPLIFIERS

Save £50 5 YEAR WARRANTY
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Dolby Atmos Speaker
Package

PSB Imagine
X1T/XB/XC/XA

£1799

Digital SoundProjector

Yamaha
YSP-2500

£SSAV.com

Soundbar

Q Acoustics
Media 4

£SSAV.com

‘It’s themost appealing solution
for cinema style soundwithout
going the full 5.1 system’

WHAT HI-FI? AWARDS 2014

3D Blu-ray Player
Sony BDP-S7200

£SSAV.com

4K UHD Blu-ray Player
Samsung UBD-K8500

£SSAV.com

AV Receiver
Pioneer SC-LX59

£SSAV.com

AV Receiver
Denon AvR-X4200W

£SSAV.com

FREE
SUBWOOFER

REL T5i
WORTh £499

PaCKaGE
DEaL

Digital SoundProjector
&SubwooferPackage

Yamaha YSP-5600
REL T5i

£1999

PaCKaGE
DEaL

Save £199
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sounds,
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FOR THE LATEST PRICES AND OFFERS VISIT WWW.SSAV.COM OR CONTACT YOUR LOCAL STORE

Bishop’s Stortford 01279 506576
Bristol• 0117 974 3727
Brighton 01273 733338
Bromley 020 8290 1988
Chalfont St Peter• 0845 5046364
Cambridge 01223 304770
Chelsea• 020 7352 9466
Cheltenham• 01242 241171
Epsom• 01372 720720
Exeter• 01392 218895

Guildford 01483 536666
Holborn• 020 7837 7540
Kingston• 020 8547 0717
Leeds (Wetherby) 01937 586886
Loughton 020 8532 0770
Maidstone 01622 686366
Norwich• 01603 767605
Oxford 01865 241773
Reading• 0118 959 7768
Sevenoaks 01732 459555

Southampton• 023 8033 7770
Tunbridge Wells 01892 531543
Witham (Essex) 01376 501733
Yeovil• 01935 700078

•THESE STORES ARE FRANCHISED AND OPERATE UNDER
A LICENCE AGREEMENT TO SEVENOAKS SOUND &VISION

CHORLEYWOOD � THIS STORE HAS RELOCATED TO
CHALFONT ST PETER

VISIT WWW.SSAV.COM FOR ADDRESS DETAILS, OPENING
HOURS AND BRANDS STOCKED

Read Sevenoaks
Select digital interactive

magazine today!
www.ssav.com/select
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Hi-Res
rediscover
your music

spring 2016

portable players
future of music
bring blockbusters
into your home

wina
bluesound
multi-room
system
seepage10

The Times
They are

a-changin1964,
and still

one of
bob’s best

Spring Issue Out Now!

UE55KS9000 • 55” CURVED 4K UHD TV
Optimumcurvedscreenwithautodepthenhancer
deliveringadeeper,wider, clearer viewingexperience.
ThecurvedscreensurroundsyouwhileSamsung’s
AutoDepthEnhancer technologycreatesagreater
depthof image.Thecurvedscreenalsooffersa
wider fieldof viewbringing thecornerscloser to you
providingaclearer viewwithultimate levelsofdetail.
Optimalscreencurvaturemeans thecurve radius is
customisedbyscreensizeallowingyou to loseyourself
completely in the immersive viewingexperience.

OLED55E6V • 55” 4K UHD OLED TV
OLED’s next generation pixel construction allows for unique
screen architecturewhich is so light and thin it can be bonded to
a transparent piece of glass. This stunning television produces
an incredible picturewith infinite contrast that is complimented
by an innovative sound bar stand that produces superb audio. A
masterful television fromLG’s awardwinning OLEDTV range.

FREE 5 YEAR
WARRANTY Ask in-store for the latest promotion

FREE 5 YEAR
WARRANTY786549Also

Available

NEW

SAMSUNG • UE49KS7000 • 49” 4K UHD TV PANASONIC • TX-58DX902 • 58” 4K UHD TV SONY • KD-55XD8599 • 55” 4K UHD ANDROID TV

NEW NEW

FREE 5 YEAR WARRANTY65Also
Available

Also
Available FREE 5 YEAR WARRANTY Also

Available FREE 5 YEAR WARRANTY65 75 856055

NEW

NEW65
Also Available

REWARDYOURSELF
AND CLAIM UP TO

£100
WHENYOU PURCHASEANADDITIONAL
SAMSUNGAUDIO/VISUALPRODUCT*

*CONDITIONS APPLY. OFFER ENDS 24/08/2018

REWARDYOURSELF
AND CLAIM UP TO

£150
WHENYOU PURCHASEANADDITIONAL
SAMSUNGAUDIO/VISUALPRODUCT*

*CONDITIONS APPLY. OFFER ENDS 24/08/2018

65
FREE 5 YEAR
WARRANTY

FOR THE LATEST
TV PROMOTIONSANDPRICES

VISITWWW.SSAV.COM

Also Available

KD-55XD9305 • 55” 4K UHD ANDROID TV
The Sony Bravia XD93 is a 4KHDR TVwith spectacular image
quality and a beautiful design. It also comes with the Android
TV platform, that includes all your favourite apps and online
features.

Experienceincrediblecontrast,real-lifecoloursandexceptional
4Kdetailwith thenew4KHighDynamicRange technology.

Whetheryou’rewatchingamovieoraregularbroadcast,4KHDR
bringsyouclose to reality, thanks toSony’sunique technology.
Ask in-store for the latest promotion

NEW
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BEST 
BUYS

The only products
worth considering

BUYER’S GUIDE

AMPLIFIERS
HI-FI
THE BEATING HEART OF YOUR HI-FI SYSTEM
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Rega Elicit-R £1600
Best stereo amplifi er £1000+, Awards 2015 � � � � �

Rega’s top integrated builds on the qualities of its smaller brother, the 
Elex-R. We haven’t heard a more precise amplifi er for the money.
Power 105W Inputs 5 line-in, MM Outputs preamp, speaker

Naim Supernait 2 £2750
December 2013 � � � � �

A terrifi c integrated amplifi er. It’s punchy, with a low-frequency 
performance that brims with authority. Dynamics are strong too.
Power 80W Inputs 5 line-in Outputs Speaker, headphone, preamp

Onkyo A-9010 £200 
Best stereo amplifi er under £300, Awards 2015 � � � � �

Our favourite budget amplifi er, this is arguably the most entertaining 
aff ordable amp around. It has agility and a wicked sense of rhythm. 
Power 44W Inputs 5 line-in, MM Outputs speaker, headphone

Cambridge Audio CXA60 £500
Best stereo amplifi er £300-£700, Awards 2015 � � � � �

This is a lively performer with expressive dynamics and a surefooted 
sense of rhythm.  Build quality is impressive. 
Power 60W Inputs 4 line-in Outputs Preamp, 2 x speaker, headphone

Arcam FMJ A19 £600
May 2016 � � � � �

Arcam’s entry-level amplifi er is a terrifi c combination of sensible 
features, fi ne build and entertaining sound. 
Power 50W Inputs 6 line-in, MM Outputs Speaker, headphone, preamp

Naim Nait 5si £925
January 2015 � � � � �

Naim’s starter amp is an exceptionally polished performer which 
combines drama with the insight and subtlety to match the very best. 
Power 60W Inputs 3 line-in Outputs speaker, headphone

Marantz PM6005 £300
May 2014 � � � � �

The PM6005 is a multiple Award-winner for good reason. Nicely made, 
well featured and with refi nement and insight few rivals can match.
Power 45W Inputs 5 line-in, MM Outputs 2 x speaker, headphone

Rega Elex-R £900
Best stereo amplifi er £700-£1000, Awards 2015 � � � � �

Arguably the best-value amp Rega makes, with insight and the precise 
handling of rhythms that’s hard to better even at double the price.
Power 72W Inputs 4 line-in, MM Outputs Speaker, preamp 

PRODUCT 
OF THE YEAR

AWARD 
WINNER

AWARD 
WINNER

AWARD 
WINNER
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AMPLIFIERS CONTINUED
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Roksan Caspian M2 £1900
October 2013 � � � � �

A supremely rounded product with solid build, classy aesthetics and a 
brilliant all-round sound that works well with all types of music. 
Power 85W Inputs 5 line-in Outputs Speaker, preamp 

Roksan K3£1250
February 2015 � � � � �

This lively eff ort from Roksan delivers a sound that’s big, expressive and 
agile. It even performs capably on a Bluetooth connection. 
Power 150W Inputs 5 line, MM, B’tooth Outputs Spkr, preamp, h’phone  

Burmester 032 £12,380
June 2015 � � � � �

An expensive product but feels it too. Plug the 032 into a system and it 
sounds lovely: top-class levels of resolution, authority and dynamics. 
Power 105W Inputs 5 line-in, MM, MC Outputs Speaker, ’phone, preamp

Dan D’Agostino Momentum integrated £42,000
November 2015 � � � � �

Get past the cost of the Dan D’Agostino Integrated and you’ll fi nd a 
startlingly capable product – one of the fi nest amplifi ers on the planet.
Power 200W Inputs 6 line-in Outputs Speaker, headphone

GamuT D3i £6150
January 2015 � � � � �

This GamuT D3i is a brilliant performer with excellent detail and superb 
transparency. It isn’t packed with inputs, but will cope with most set-ups. 
Inputs 3 line-in Output Balanced, single-ended DAC No

Townshend Allegri £1895
August 2012 � � � � �

The Allegri a passive unit with six inputs and two outputs, but the real 
attraction is a wonderfully transparent sound that brims with insight.
Inputs 6 line-in, MC Output Single-ended DAC No

Cyrus Mono X300 Signature £2750
October 2013 � � � � �

Don’t let the Cyrus’s compact casework fool you. This powerhouse 
delivers high volume levels with a pleasing dynamic punch. 
Power output 225W Mono/Stereo Mono Inputs Phono, XLR

Aesthetix Janus Signature£10,000
April 2015 � � � � �

This cutting-edge valve-powered preamp is remarkably refi ned but 
preserves all the energy and power in the music. Expensive, but lovely.
Inputs 5 line-in, MM, MC Outputs Balanced, single-ended DAC No

Burmester 808 MK5 £22,242
February 2013 � � � � �

Burmester’s masterpiece may be decades old but a string of upgrades 
have kept it relevant. Sound quality remains exceptional.
Inputs line-in, MM, MC (opt) Outputs Balanced, single-ended DAC No

Mark Levinson 326S £9300
July 2015 � � � � �

This classy unit has a refi ned presentation and a spellbinding sense of 
control. Construction quality is deeply impressive.
Inputs 7 line-in Output  Balanced, single-ended DAC No
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AMPLIFIERS CONTINUED

CD PLAYERS & TRANSPORTS
GET THE RIGHT PLAYER AND CD CAN STILL SHINE
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GamuT D200i  £8500
January 2015 � � � � �

The D200i combines transparency, muscle and agility better than any 
alternative we’ve heard. Build and fi nish are excellent.
Power output 220W Mono/Stereo Stereo Inputs Phono, XLR

Atlas Stereo Signature £10,000
April 2015 � � � � �

This Atlas comes close to being all things to all listeners. It has loads of 
grunt, yet there’s a gentle side too with delicacy and exceptional insight.
Power output 200W Mono/Stereo Stereo Inputs 2 x Phono, 2 x XLR

Cambridge Audio CXC £300
Best CD transport under £500, Awards 2015 � � � � �

If you already have a DAC – the CXC is useless without one – we wouldn’t 
hesitate in recommending this transport over a standalone CD player.
Type CD transport Outputs Coaxial, optical

Marantz CD6005 £300
Best CD player under £500, Awards 2015 � � � � �

Marantz’s CD6005 is rightly regarded as fantastic player, one that 
off ers sprinkles of improvements on top of its superb predecessor. 
Type CD player Outputs Coaxial, optical, RCA, headphone

Burmester 911 Mk3 £32,800
August 2012 � � � � �

The 911 is a real powerhouse, capable of delivering high power into 
diffi  cult speakers without struggling. Refi nement is top class, as is build.
Power output 535W Mono/Stereo Stereo Inputs XLR

Cyrus CD t £750
Best CD transport £500+, Awards 2015 � � � � �

An exceptionally talented transport, the CD t off ers a level of insight, 
transparency and clarity you’d struggle to fi nd elsewhere at this price.
Type CD transport Outputs Coaxial, optical 

Onkyo C-N7050 £350
April 2015 � � � � �

A CD player or a hi-res music streamer? Whatever it is, the C-N7050 is 
a hugely appealing system that combines the best of both worlds.
Type CD player/streamer Outputs Optical, coaxial, line level

Cyrus CD i £1050
Best CD player £500+, Awards 2015 � � � � �

Cyrus says this player is its best-sounding yet, and a� er listening to how 
confi dent and entertaining it sounds, it’s tough to disagree.
Type CD player Outputs Coaxial, optical, RCA

Naim CD5si £1080
October 2014 � � � � �

The CD5si boasts a full-bodied, winningly enthusiastic approach to 
music. The absence of digital outputs means there’s no upgrade path.
Type CD player Outputs RCA, DIN

PRODUCT 
OF THE YEAR

AWARD 
WINNER

AWARD 
WINNER

AWARD 
WINNER
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CD PLAYERS & TRANSPORTS CONTINUED

DACS 
A DIGITAL-TO-ANALOGUE CONVERTER IS A MODERN HI-FI MUST
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Cyrus CD Xt Signature £1750
May 2015 � � � � �

Looking for a top-class transport? The Xt Signature provides a sound 
that’s cleaner, crisper and more dynamic than its predecessor. 
Type CD transport Outputs Coaxial, optical

Roksan K3 CD Di £1300
November 2015 � � � � �

Few players at this price are as musical as the K3 CD Di. It promotes the 
character of your music, so you’ll never tire of listening to it.
Type CD player  Outputs Coax, opt, XLR, RCA Inputs Coax, opt

Esoteric K-05 £7495
January 2014 � � � � �

The K-05 is a he� y, well-built piece of hi-fi . The sense of scale and 
composure is impressive; as is its powerful, yet articulate bass.
Type CD player Outputs Coax, opt, XLR, RCA Inputs Coax, opt, USB

Burmester 089 £13,320
January 2016 � � � � �

A top-class player that requires a suitably talented system to shine, 
the 089 is one of the best digital sources money can buy. 
Type CD player Outputs Coaxial, optical, USB Inputs Coax, opt

Metronome Le Player £5490
April 2016 � � � � �

‘Entry-level’ in name only, this eff ort from Metronome features an agile, 
articulate presentation along with plenty of insight. 
Type CD player Outputs Coaxial, optical, USB, XLR, RCA

Roksan Caspian M2 CD £1900
Awards 2010 � � � � �

The Caspian M2 CD has been around the block, but it’s showing few 
signs of its age, showing skill with timing, dynamics and authority. 
Type CD player Outputs Coaxial, optical, USB, XLR, RCA

Burmester 069 £35,840
November 2013 � � � � �

If you can get past the massive price tag then you have a wonderful 
player that ranks among the best, if not the best, we’ve ever heard. 
Type CD player Outputs 2 x coaxial, opt, XLR, RCA Inputs Coax, opt

Arcam miniBlink £90
Best Bluetooth receiver, Awards 2015 � � � � �

This receiver has serious dynamic clout, with a zingy and fl uid rhythm. 
The 3.5mm analogue output means an adaptor is needed for trad hi-fi . 
Inputs Bluetooth Size 25 x 30 x 40mm

Audioquest DragonFly Black v1.5 £90
July 2016 � � � � �

Cheaper, and with improved sound and compatibility, this is arguably the 
best DragonFly yet. The 96kHz playback limit is a disappointment though.
Inputs USB Size 60 x 20 x 10mm Resolution Up to 24-bit/96kHz

AWARD 
WINNER
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DACS CONTINUED
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Audioquest DragonFly Red £170
August 2016 � � � � �

The more-expensive alternative to the DragonFly Black, this is a marked 
improvement over the original, sounding more sophisticated and subtler.
Inputs USB Size 60 x 20 x 10mm Resolution Up to 24-bit/96kHz

Chord Mojo £400
Best DAC £400-£800, Awards 2015 � � � � �

The majority of the £1400 Hugo’s performance for a fraction of the price. 
An enthusiastic performer that stays refi ned and superbly balanced.
Inputs USB, opt, coax Size 20 x 60 x 80mm Res 32-768kHz/DSD 512

Oppo HA-2 £250
Best DAC under £400, Awards 2015 � � � � �

The range of inputs makes this ideal to use with any laptop or smartphone. 
The engaging performance and detail retrieval is remarkable at the price.
Inputs USB, optical Size 160 x 70 x 10mm Res to 384kHz, 16/24/32-bit

Chord Hugo £1400
Best DAC £1200+, Awards 2015 � � � � �

The Hugo benefi ts from the genius circuitry informing Chord’s latest 
products. It has superb timing, remarkable clarity and plenty of power. 
Inputs 2x USB, opt, coax Size 2 x 13 x 10cm Resolution Up to 384kHz

Chord Hugo TT £2995
September 2015 � � � � �

This ‘table-top’ version is the basic Hugo design, but supercharged. 
The fi nish is gorgeous, and it sounds better than its cheaper siblings. 
Inputs USB, opt, coax Size 5 x 24 x 23cm Res Up to 32-bit/384kHz

Naim DAC-V1 £1350
February 2016 � � � � �

Naim’s entry DAC is typical of the company’s sonic signature, combining 
a balanced tone with strong dynamics and fi ne organisation. 
Inputs USB, 2x opt, 3 x coax Size 9 x 21 x 32cm Res 24-bit/384kHz

Audiolab M-DAC £600
June 2015 � � � � �

A good desktop alternative to the Chord Mojo, with plenty more sockets 
and features. Smooth balance, fl uid dynamics and subtle detail.
Inputs USB, opt, coax Size 6 x 25 x 25cm Res Up to 24-bit/192kHz

Audiolab M-DAC+ £800
August 2016 � � � � �

Audiolab’s follow up to the M-DAC gets a great deal right with a sound 
that’s neat, tidy and expansive. The M-DAC+ demands your attention.
Inputs 2 x coax, 2 x opt Size 11 x 25 x 29cm Res Up to 32-bit/384kHz

Chord 2Qute £1000
Best DAC £800-£1200, Awards 2015 � � � � �

The 2Qute’s insight, accuracy and dynamic punch outshine rivals with 
aplomb. The colourful display and the shiny chassis continue to wow us.
Inputs USB, opt, coax Size 7 x 16 x 4cm Resolution Up to 32-bit/384kHz

Chord DAVE £7995
August 2016 � � � � �

The uniquely named DAVE costs a lot but we’d argue it’s the best DAC 
money can buy. Build quality is excellent and the sound is very special.
Inputs 4 x coax, 2 x opt, XLR Size 6 x 34 x 15cm Res Up to 768kHz 

NEW
ENTRY

PRODUCT 
OF THE YEAR

AWARD 
WINNER

AWARD 
WINNER

AWARD 
WINNER
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MUSIC STREAMERS 
THE BEST WAY TO SHARE YOUR TUNES AROUND THE HOUSE

DACS CONTINUED
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Cambridge Audio CXN £700
Best streamer £500-£1000, Awards 2015 � � � � �

Building on the success of Cambridge’s Award-winning Stream Magic 
6 v2, the CXN features an all-new design and improved sound.
DLNA Yes Inputs optical, coaxial, 3 x USB Storage No

TAD DA1000 £11,995
May 2015 � � � � �

It’s massive and it costs an eye-watering £12,000, but this is a brilliant 
performer. Agile and refi ned, it handles low level detail with fi nesse. 
Inputs USB, opt, coax, AES/EBU Size 9 x 27 x 27cm Res Up to 384kHz

Bluesound Node 2 £435
November 2015 � � � � �

Looking for a non-amplifi ed streamer to hook up to your existing hi-fi ? 
The Node is back, and better, with improved design and connectivity.
DLNA Yes Inputs Toslink, 3.5mm Storage No

Google Chromecast Audio £30
January 2016 � � � � �

Google turns its expertise to audio streaming to bring music from any 
Cast-compatible app to your amps and speakers. And for only £30.
DLNA Yes Inputs RCA, 3.5mm, optical Storage No

Pioneer N-50A £500
Best streamer £500-£100, Awards 2015 � � � � �

The impressive N-50A off ers an insightful performance, and can pluck 
music over DLNA and Internet radio or via a hoard of inputs.
DLNA Yes Inputs optical, coaxial, USB Storage No

Cyrus Stream Xa £1250
Best streamer £1000-£1500, Awards 2015 � � � � �

The two-time Award-winning Xa is a corker. Its half-width design won’t 
be everyone’s cup of tea, but its truly entrancing sound surely will. 
DLNA Yes Inputs 2 x optical, 3 x coaxial, USB Storage No

Cambridge Audio Azur 851N £1200
March 2016 � � � � �

A sterling streamer that boasts excellent fi le support, plenty of 
connections and a sound that’s both expressive and dynamic. 
DLNA Yes Inputs 2 x optical, 2 x coaxial, 3 x USB, ethernet Storage No

Cyrus Stream XP2-Qx £2010
Awards 2012 � � � � �

An all-in-one music streamer that serves up an energetic, enthusiastic 
and immersive performance. Worthy of the sizeable asking price.
DLNA Yes Inputs 2 x optical, 3 x coaxial, USB Storage No

F O R  A  F U L L  L I S T  O F  S P E C I F I C AT I O N S  A N D
I N - D E P T H  R E V I E W S  V I S I T  W H AT H I F I . C O M

PRODUCT 
OF THE YEAR

AWARD 
WINNER

AWARD 
WINNER
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MUSIC STREAMERS CONTINUED

RADIOS
ONE OF THE OLDEST ENTERTAINMENT TECHS, STILL GOING STRONG
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Roberts Stream 93i £150
Best radio £100-£200, Awards 2015 � � � � �

This Roberts delivers deep bass that doesn’t overpower the midrange. 
Spotify Connect, wi-fi  and USB playback are the headliners.
Battery No – Size (hwd) 21 x 24 x 13cm Inputs 3.5mm

Revo Axis X3 £200
January 2014 � � � � �

Strong with voices, the X3 goes surprisingly loud for a compact radio. 
It also has internet radio, aptX Bluetooth and a Lightning connector dock.
Battery No Size 13 x 22 x 15cm Inputs 3.5mm, B’tooth, Apple, DLNA

Naim NDS/555PS £12,620
December 2012 � � � � �

Hear what this monster of a streaming machine can do and there will 
be no going back. Can aff ord the outlay? Lucky you
DLNA Yes Inputs 2 x coaxial, optical Storage No

Geneva World Radio DAB+ £270
September 2013 � � � � �

This Bluetooth-toting portable radio is a sleek machine that’s a breeze 
to use. The full-bodied, detailed performance is worth the price.
Battery Yes (chargeable) Size 18 x 30 x 12cm Inputs 3.5mm, B’tooth

Revo SuperConnect £280
Best radio £200+, Awards 2015 � � � � �

Not just a radio, this feature-packed Revo is a streaming music player 
that will play just about anything from nearly any source.
Battery No Size 18 x 27 x 12cm Inputs 3.5mm, Bluetooth, DLNA

Revo SuperSignal £180
August 2016 � � � � � 

A stylish radio with plenty of features, it’s even more impressive on the 
audio front thanks to a large-scale sound that belies its appearance. 
Battery No Size (hwd) 21 x 14 x 14cm Inputs 3.5mm, AUX in, Bl’tooth

Pure Evoke D2 £90
Best radio under £100, Awards 2015 � � � � �

A three-time Award-winner. For just £85, you have a stellar radio that 
not only sounds lovely but will look charming in any home.
Battery Yes Size (hwd) 15 x 21 x 7cm Inputs Mini-USB, 3.5mm

Burmester Musiccenter 151 £12,500
August 2015 � � � � �

This multi-talented machine is a streamer, server, CD player and ripper, 
all wrapped in one superbly made chrome-laden box. 
DLNA Yes Inputs optical, coaxial, USB Storage 4TB

Naim ND5 XS £2245
Best streamer £1500+, Awards 2015 � � � � �

A forward-thinking design from an established hi-fi  company. A brilliant 
sonic performance and a must-have if you’re a� er a do-it-all streamer.
DLNA Yes Inputs USB, coaxial, optical Storage No

NEW
ENTRY

PRODUCT 
OF THE YEAR

AWARD 
WINNER

AWARD 
WINNER

AWARD 
WINNER
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STEREO SPEAKERS
THEY BRING THE MUSIC TO YOUR EARS – SO CHOOSE WITH CARE
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B&W 683 S2 £1150
October 2014 � � � � �

Tremendously talented speakers. We’re impressed by their power, 
scale and delicacy – they’re wonderfully versatile performers.
Size (hwd) 99 x 19 x 36cm Bi-wire No Finishes 2 

Q Acoustics Concept 40 £1000
May 2015 � � � � �

If you want a talented set of speakers with an easy-going, welcoming 
sound, you must consider these.
Size (hwd) 97 x 17 x 29cm Bi-wire Yes Finishes 2

Tannoy Revolution XT 6F £1000
Best fl oorstander £600-£1200, Awards 2015 � � � � �

These Tannoys are something special – they fi re out an infectious, 
entertaining sound that charms us. Superbly fi nished, too.
Size (hwd) 100 x 27 x 32cm Bi-wire Yes Finishes 2

Tannoy Revolution XT 8F £1300
July 2015 � � � � �

Few rivals will be able to match this combination of muscle and 
subtlety. Most of all they make listening to music fun.
Size (hwd) 108 x 32 x 35cm Bi-wire Yes Finishes 2

Q Acoustics 3050 £500
Best fl oorstander under £600, Awards 2015 � � � � �

Another 2015 Award-winner, and no wonder. The powerful 3050s are 
so talented, they give speakers closer to £1000 a run for their money. 
Size (hwd) 100 x 20 x 30cm Bi-wire Yes Finishes 5

Tannoy Eclipse Three £300
June 2016 � � � � �

A speaker that’s easy to set up and partner, this is the most talented 
budget fl oorstander we’ve heard in years. 
Size (hwd) 96 x 27 x 29cm Bi-wire No Finishes 1
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KEF Egg £350
Best desktop speaker £200+, Awards 2015 � � � � �

Our 2015 Best Desktop Speaker Over £200 have a distinctive design 
and fl exible connectivity – and a stunning, consistent performance.
Size (hwd) 27 x 13 x 17cm Powered Yes Finishes 3

Eclipse TD-M1 £800
August 2014 � � � � 

Some might feel the TD-M1s are watching them – but we’re more 
interested in the great stereo imaging, fi ne detail and precision. 
Size (hwd) 24 x 16 x 22cm Powered Yes Finishes 2

F O R  A  F U L L  L I S T  O F  S P E C I F I C AT I O N S  A N D
I N - D E P T H  R E V I E W S  V I S I T  W H AT H I F I . C O M

“Aim to give you a
sound that you can
happily listen to”

“Among the best
fl oorstanders we’ve
heard at this price”

“They’re beautifully
fi nished, but more
importantly they
sound every bit
their asking price”

“Give them a larger
room to play in and
the XT8Fs will shine”

“Hats off  to 
Q Acoustics: 
these speakers are
another staggering
achievement”

“The Threes turn in a
musically engaging
performance that
compares to the 
best at this price”

AWARD 
WINNER

AWARD 
WINNER

AWARD 
WINNER
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Spendor A6R £2500
Best fl oorstander over £1200, Awards 2015 � � � � �

Musical notes have dimension and depth, and vocals are conveyed 
with reality and emotion. Outstanding.
Size (hwd) 87.5 x 19 x 28cm Bi-wire No Finishes 5

PMC Twenty 23 £2300
February 2014 � � � � �

These PMCs show real class, serving up sound that’s both refi ned and 
exciting. The 23s stand on their clean insight and unfussy nature.
Size (hwd) 92 x 15 x 33cm Bi-wire Yes Finishes 4

Eclipse TD 510Z Mk2 £3840
August 2012 � � � � �

The 510Z Mk2s plump for the single-driver route to quality sound. It 
yields insight, impressive agility and rock-solid stereo imaging.
Size (hwd) 98 x 38 x 39cm Bi-wire No Finishes 3

Spendor D7 £3500
February 2014 � � � � �

When it comes to insight and precision, these fl oorstanders set the 
standard at this price. Unfussy, and they deliver a huge sound for their size. 
Size (hwd) 95 x 20 x 32cm Bi-wire No Finishes 6

Focal Electra 1038Be £7700
July 2015 � � � � �

A he� y slice of the performance of Focal’s high-end Utopia range, at a 
fraction of the cost. Impressive detail, dynamics, bass and timing.
Size (hwd) 125 x 30 x 40cm Bi-wire No Finishes 2

Quad ESL-2812 £6500
October 2013 � � � � �

Electrostatic speakers with cutting-edge standards of mid-range 
fi nesse, great detail and a smooth tone. In many respects, unmatched.
Size (hwd) 107 x 69 x 38cm Bi-wire No Finishes 1

STEREO SPEAKERS CONTINUED

PMC Twenty 26 £5750
November 2014 � � � � �

This range of speakers hardly puts a foot wrong. Here, it’s the insightful 
yet refi ned balance and impressive levels of detail that win the day. 
Size (hwd) 109 x 19 x 44cm Bi-wire Yes Finishes 4

ProAc Response D40/R £6125
October 2013 � � � � �

As musical as they come, these are also as articulate, transparent and 
dynamic as any fl oorstander we’ve heard around this price.
Size (hwd) 120 x 21 x 34cm Bi-wire Yes Finishes 6

Triangle Signature Delta £4900
July 2014  � � � � �

Terrifi c timing ability combines with strong dynamics and impressive 
resolution to produce speakers that can stand toe-to-toe with the best.
Size (hwd) 123 x 37 x 39cm Bi-wire No Finishes 3

ATC SCM40A £6280
April 2014 � � � � �

The price looks steep but factor in built-in amplifi cation and exceptional 
sound, and the SCM40As emerge as something of a high-end bargain.
Size (hwd) 98 x 37 x 34cm Bi-wire No Finishes 2 Powered Yes
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“Spend some time
with the Quads 
and the shortcomings
in conventional
speakers soon
become apparent”

“They’re entertainers
of the highest order”

“An all-round package
that’s very hard to
pick holes in”

“Wonderfully
polished performers
that work well with 
all types of music”

“Once up and
running, these ATCs 
are deeply 
impressive speakers”

“We could stretch 
this out, but we
won’t: the D40/Rs
are wonderful”

“Spendor has a rich
history of making
terrifi c speakers. 
You can count the 
D7s among them”

“A fantastic pair of
speakers that do 
so much right”

“They do things that
no conventional rival
can match”

“Given a suitably
talented system, 
the Twenty 23s 
sound terrifi c”

AWARD 
WINNER
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STEREO SPEAKERS CONTINUED

Tannoy Kensington GR £9950
August 2015  � � � � �

Along with that traditional appearance comes real substance. These are 
gentle giants, balancing fi nesse with force in a mighty appealing way.
Size (hwd) 110 x 41 x 34cm Bi-wire Yes Finishes 2

Tannoy Defi nition DC10T £5250
October 2013 � � � � �

We’ve heard few price rivals that come close to matching the dynamic 
envelope, authority and sheer engagement of these big Tannoys. 
Size (hwd) 113 x 34 x 32cm Bi-wire Yes Finishes 3

Monitor Audio Bronze 2 £280
Best standmounter £200-£400, Awards 2015 � � � � �

For their size, these Monitor Audio Bronze 2 dig deep in the bass. 
They’re tonally balanced and impressively detailed too.
Size (hwd) 35 x 19 x 26cm Bi-wire Yes Finishes 4

Q Acoustics 3020 £190
Best stereo speaker under £200, Awards 2015 � � � � �

These lovingly constructed boxes deliver an exceptional combination 
of refi nement, insight and dynamics. We can’t fault them.
Size (hwd) 26 x 17 x 23cm Bi-wire No Finishes 5

Wharfedale Diamond 220 £180
March 2015 � � � � �

A talented speaker that’s a great fi t for a budget or mid-range set-up. 
At less than £200 the Diamonds are an attractive proposition. 
Size (hwd) 50 x 32 x 41cm Bi-wire Yes Finishes 4

Wilson Audio Sophia 3 £16,500
October 2013 � � � � �

Eye-wateringly expensive but hugely capable, too. Properly partnered 
they’re able to deliver a sound full of detail, dynamics and drive.
Size (hwd) 105 x 35 x 48cm Bi-wire No Finishes 7

Dali Zensor 1 £200
July 2015 � � � � 

If you’re looking for a versatile, energetic pair of aff ordable speakers, 
give these a listen. They have a real feel for the the music. Good fun.
Size (hwd) 27 x 16 x 22cm Bi-wire No Finishes 2

Dali Zensor 3 £300 
October 2014 � � � � �

If they’re made by Dali, they’re going to be fun to listen to. These 
classy-looking speakers have plenty of punch and winning dynamics.
Size (hwd) 35 x 21 x 29cm Bi-wire No Finishes 3

Q Acoustic Concept 20 £350 
October 2013 � � � � �

If you want a top-quality, sub-£500 standmounter you ignore this one 
at your peril. Clarity and refi nement shine through in abundance. 
Size (hwd) 26 x 17 x 28cm Bi-wire Yes Finishes 2

Dynaudio Emit M10 £500
July 2016 � � � � �

The M10s off er a layered, intricate and versatile sound that we can’t 
believe costs only £500. A confi dent return to form for Dynaudio.
Size (hwd) 29 x 17 x 24cm Bi-wire No Finishes 2
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“These are speakers
with a big heart and
it’s really hard not 
love them”

“Arguably the Sophia
3s are Wilson Audio’s
best-value speakers”

“There’s enough sonic
quality to place them
on the top rung of
speakers at this price”

AWARD 
WINNER

AWARD 
WINNER
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ENTRY



94 www.whathifi .com 

STEREO SPEAKERS CONTINUED

Neat Iota £695
December 2013 � � � � �

You wouldn’t think it to look at them but these unusual speakers turn 
out a big, weighty, detailed performance. They sound truly remarkable.
Size (hwd) 13 x 20 x 17cm Bi-wire No Finishes 5

Triangle Esprit Titus EZ £600
April 2015 � � � � �

Your hunt to fi nd a supplier for the Esprits might take a while, but it will 
be worth it for the articulate and agile presentation you’ll hear. 
Size (hwd) 31 x 17 x 27cm Bi-wire No Finishes 3

ATC SCM11 (2013) £1200
Best standmounter £800-£1200, Awards 2015 � � � � �

These are the most talented standmounters anywhere near this price. 
The transparency of their sound compares with far more expensive rivals.
Size (hwd) 38 x 21 x 25cm Bi-wire Yes Finishes 2 Powered Yes

Dynaudio Xeo 4 £1775
November 2014 � � � � �

The active Xeo 4s (they have built-in amps) off er hassle-free set-up and an 
insightful, musical sound from almost any source. High-res support, too.
Size (hwd) 28 x 17 x 25cm Bi-wire No Finishes 2

Neat Motive SX3 £1045
November 2015 � � � � �

If you’re tight on space, or don’t need an overpowering sound, these 
articulate, fun-loving speakers should be a shoo-in for your shortlist. 
Size (hwd) 33 x 16 x 20cm Bi-wire No Finishes 4

PMC Twenty 22 £1920
November 2014 � � � � �

Solid build and a quality fi nish are just the start; it’s a big, authoritative 
sound, perfect for those who like a natural kind of presentation.
Size (hwd) 41 x 18 x 37cm Bi-wire Yes Finishes 4

ProAC Studio 118 £1075 
November 2015 � � � � �

Weighty, detailed bass, lively treble and a good natural balance overall. 
The energy of the 118’s performance will provide hours of enjoyment.
Size (hwd) 38 x 19 x 24cm Bi-wire Yes Finishes 4
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WINNER

Martin Logan Motion 15 £795
December 2013 � � � � 

A talented and fun pair of speakers. We particularly like the lively, 
natural presentation, even if the low end could do with more punch. 
Size (hwd) 29 x 13 x 24cm Bi-wire No Finishes 2

KEF LS50 £800 
December 2013 � � � � �

These striking speakers are blindingly good. Get their partnering kit 
right and you’ll revel in the excellent bass, energy and fi ne articulation.
Size (hwd) 30 x 20 x 28cm Bi-wire No Finishes 1 

Quad S-1 £500 
July 2016 � � � � �

They’re only little, but the S-1s are smooth, intimate and insightful – 
especially in the midrange – as well as being a sight for sore eyes.
Size (hwd) 29 x 16 x 24cm Bi-wire Yes Finishes 2 
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STEREO SPEAKERS CONTINUED

Focal SM9 £4100
October 2013 � � � � �

1.2 kW of power amplifi cation and sound quality that conventional 
alternatives at twice the price would struggle to better. Quite superb.
Size (hwd) 32 x 49 x 39cm Bi-wire No Finishes 1

ATC SCM20ASL Pro £4380
October 2015 � � � � �

These ATCs are terrifi c value. Getting standmounters and four power 
amplifi er channels of such a high standard should cost far more than this. 
Size (hwd) 45 x 25 x 39cm Bi-wire Yes Finishes 1 Powered Yes

ATC SCM19 £2000 
Best standmounter £1200+, Awards 2015 � � � � � 

It’s quite a trick for a speaker to be highly analytical with music yet never 
sound clinical or passionless. And yet so it is with the SCM19s.
Size (hwd) 44 x 27 x 30cm Bi-wire No Finishes 2

Roksan Darius S1 £5000
December 2014 � � � � �

Fluid, balanced and with a solid, agile bass, the S1s are among the most 
enjoyable standmounters we’ve heard in years.
Size (hwd) 38 x 20 x 38cm Bi-wire No Finishes 2

Spendor SP2/3R2 £2795
April 2016 � � � � �

They might lack the excitement of modern alternatives, but these retro 
speakers boast an easy-going sound and are a pleasure to listen to.
Size (hwd) 55 x 28 x 33cm Bi-wire Yes Finishes 1

SYSTEMS 
SIMPLE DOESN’T HAVE TO MEAN LOWER QUALITY

Sonos System From £175
Best multi-room system under £500, Awards 2015 � � � � �

If you don’t need high-res, Sonos is an obvious choice for multi-room. 
A great user experience alongside a full-bodied, insightful sound.
Res 16-bit/44.1kHz App Mac, Android Formats MP3, iTunes Plus, WMA 

Bluesound Generation 2 From £540
Best multi-room system over £500, Awards 2015 � � � � �

Bluesound’s Generation 2 has a more streamlined design and sounds 
as good as ever, off ering high-res support and good connectivity.
Res 24-bit/192kHz App iOS, Android Formats MP3, AAC, WMA, OGG 

Cambridge Audio Minx Xi £400
Best music system £400-£800, Awards 2015 � � � � �

This terrifi c system is a joy to use. It has a 24-bit/96kHz resolution limit, 
but that’s OK in light of its articulate and hugely likeable character.
Inputs Analogue & digital Sources Streaming, internet
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Denon D-M40DAB £350
Best music system under £400, Awards 2015 � � � � �

Denon continues to reign supreme on the micro-systems front. There 
are no Bluetooth or wireless features, but the sound makes up for it.
Inputs Analogue & digital Sources CD, streaming, DAB, FM

PRODUCT 
OF THE YEAR
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Onkyo TX-8150 £550
April 2016 � � � � �

This modest, unassuming black box is packed to the gills with every 
streaming feature you can think of. One of the bargains of the year.
Inputs Analogue & digital Sources Streaming, internet, AirPlay

TURNTABLES
DECKS TO KEEP THE VINYL REVIVAL THRIVING

Audio Technica AT-LP5 £300
June 2016 � � � � �

A pleasure to use and listen to, the LP5 boasts both ease of use and the 
added bonus of a USB ouput. At this price there’s none better.
Speed 33.3 & 45rpm Size (hwd) 16 x 45 x 35cm

Pro-Ject Essential II £210
Best turntable under £400, Awards 2015 � � � � � 

A frill-free, entry-level product that gets all the basics spot-on. Easy 
to set up and even easier to enjoy, it’s an obvious Award-winner.
Speed 33.3 & 45rpm Size (hwd) 14 x 46 x 36cm

Rega RP1 £225
Awards 2010 � � � � �

The unadorned RP1 is an impressive turntable in its own right, with 
a good sense of drive and pleasing transparency.
Speed 33.3 & 45rpm Size (hwd) 12 x 45 x 36cm

Rega Planar 2 £375
August 2016 � � � � �

Forty years old and still kicking on, the Planar 2 is a proper step-up from 
the RP1, and off ers great sound at a competitive price. 
Speed 33.3 & 45rpm Size (hwd) 12 x 45 x 36cm

SYSTEMS CONTINUED
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Revo SuperSystem £550
May 2016  � � � � �

An all-in-one system that exudes quality, this Revo features great sonic 
performance and terrifi c retro looks. It’s a talented system. 
Inputs Analogue & digital Sources Streaming, internet, Bluetooth

AWARD 
WINNER

Ruark Audio R2 Mk3 £400
Best all-in-one music system, Awards 2015 � � � � �

Packed with extensive radio, network and streaming features, this is a 
system whose spacious, rich and dynamic performance is captivating.
Inputs Analogue & digital Sources Streaming, internet, DAB, FM

Arcam Solo Music £1500
August 2016 � � � � �

The Swiss Army Knife of hi-fi /home cinema systems, the 3rd gen Solo is 
a well featured, fi ne-sounding product. It’s the benchmark at this price.
Inputs Analogue & digital Sources Streaming, CD, DAB/DAB+/FM

AWARD 
WINNER
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Sony PS-HX500 £450
July 2016 � � � � �

A turntable with the unique ability to rip vinyl into hi-res fi les, this is an 
entertaining deck with a big, open sound.
Speed 33.3 & 45rpm Size (hwd) 11 x 43 x 36cm

NEW
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TURNTABLES CONTINUED

WIRELESS SPEAKERS
FREE YOUR MUSIC WITH ONE OF THESE STREAMING WONDERS

Rega Planar 3/Elys 2 £625
May 2016 � � � � �

Rega builds on the 3’s predecessor by adding extra servings of clarity, 
precision and insight. The result is the best RP3 yet.
Speed 33.3, 45, 78rpm Size (hwd) 12 x 45 x 36cm

Rega RP6/Exact £1000
December 2014 � � � � �

The RP6’s simple styling belies its engaging, detailed sound. One of the 
most expressive and enthusiastic turntables you can buy for the money.
Speed 33.3, 45rpm Size (hwd) 12 x 45 x 36cm

Rega RP8/Apheta £2200
December 2014 � � � � �

A terrifi c turntable that sets standards at the price. A detailed sound 
delivered with superb agility, strong dynamics and exceptional precision.
Speed 33.3, 45rpm Size (hwd) 12 x 45 x 36cm

VPI Prime £3750
Best Temptation, Awards 2015 � � � � �

A confi dent-sounding package that can organise with the best and 
maintain composure even when faced with the most challenging music.
Speed 33.3, 45rpm Size (hwd) 18 x 54 x 40cm

Cambridge Audio Go £120
Awards 2014 � � � � �

Few wireless speakers off er such a great combination of build quality, 
battery life and enjoyable performance as this former Award-winner.
Size (hwd) 24 x 12 x 6cm Battery Yes, up to 18 hrs playback
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Clearaudio Concept £995
Best turntable £800+, Awards 2015 � � � � �

A thoroughly sorted, easy-to-own package with tremendous sound, 
combining punch, extension and tonal variation in equal measure.
Speed 33.3, 45, 78rpm Size (hwd) 14 x 42 x 35cm

AWARD 
WINNER
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JBL Flip 3 £100
May 2016 � � � � �

Correcting the missteps of the Flip 2, the Flip 3 boasts a smooth, warm 
sound as well as improved battery life and connectivity. 
Size (hwd) 6 x 17 x 6cm Battery Yes, up to 10 hrs playback

Ultimate Ears Boom 2 £120
February 2016 � � � � �

UE has built on the success of the original Boom and produced a 
speaker that betters its predecessor in usability and performance.
Size (hw) 18 x 7 x 7cm Battery Yes, up to 15 hrs playback

Ultimate Ears Roll 2 £80
July 2016 � � � � �

The Roll 2 has a sound that’s more open, more dynamic and goes 
louder than its predecessor. The drop in price makes this a bargain.
Size (hw) 4 x 14cm Battery Yes, up to 9 hrs playback

Audio Pro Addon T3 £165
Best portable wireless speaker £100-£200, 2015 � � � � �

This classy boombox from Audio Pro ignores gimmicks and focuses on 
delivering the best sound possible for an extremely tempting price.
Size (hwd) 12 x 22 x 14cm Battery Yes, up to 30 hrs (at half volume)

Sonos Play:1 £170
January 2014 � � � � �

Well built, with solid bass response and great detail and clarity, the 
Play:1 off ers much more than its price tag might suggest.
Size (hwd) 16 x 12 x 12cm Battery: No

Monitor Audio Airstream S150 £150
Best mains-powered wireless speaker under £200, Awards 2015 � � � � �

The Airstream S150 boasts impressive clarity and detail with solid, 
weighty bass and an agile and dynamic delivery. 
Size (hwd) 27 x 12 x 14cm Battery No

JBL Xtreme £250
November 2015 � � � � �

The Xtreme delivers all the power suggested by its brutish physique, 
but is also capable of great subtlety and insight. Powerful and portable.
Size (hwd) 13 x 28 x 12cm Battery Yes, up to 15 hrs playback

Ultimate Ears Megaboom £250
April 2015  � � � � �

Arguably the most polished performer in the UE range. Battery life and 
build quality are excellent: you’re in for a musical treat.
Size (hw) 23 x 8cm Battery Yes, up to 20 hrs playback

Audio Pro Allroom Air One £400
August 2014 � � � � �

Winner of an Award in 2013, the Air One put the cat among the 
pigeons. It’s still tough to argue with its rounded, entertaining sound.
Size (hwd) 20 x 31 x 19cm Battery No

Bluesound Pulse Mini £420
February 2016 � � � � �

A great addition to Bluesound’s family of wireless speakers, it packs the 
Pulse’s impressive sound into a smaller, more aff ordable package.
Size (hwd) 17 x 16 x 34cm Battery No

WIRELESS SPEAKERS CONTINUED
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WIRELESS SPEAKERS CONTINUED

KEF Muo £300
Best portable wireless speaker £200, Awards 2015 � � � � �

The Muo brings a touch of luxury with its detailed musical performance  
and great looks. You won’t get better without going mains-powered. 
Size (hwd) 8 x 21 x 6cm Battery Yes, up to 12 hrs playback

Geneva Model S Wireless DAB+ £330
Best mains-powered wireless speaker £200-£600, Awards 2015 � � � � �

A classy speaker with additional radio features, the Model S Wireless 
DAB+ off ers clear, detailed, punchy sound with agility and precision. 
Size (hwd) 15 x 14 x 18cm Battery No

Q Acoustics Q-BT3 £350
June 2014 � � � � �

Few products are as versatile as these for the price: wireless speakers, 
soundbar replacement, iPod dock or powered stereo speakers.
Size (hwd) 31 x 19 x 24cm Battery No

Ruark Audio MR1 £300
October 2015 � � � � �

The £50 wireless battery pack for the R1 radio will turn these Award-
winning desktop speakers into a tidy little wireless package.
Size (hwd) 17 x 13 x 14cm Battery No

Sonos Play:5 £350
December 2015 � � � � �

Its rich bass response, great detail and crystal-clear mid-range make the 
Play:5 a class leader as a wireless speaker or part of a multi-room set-up.
Size (hwd) 20 x 36 x 15cm Battery No

B&W Zeppellin Wireless £500
December 2015 � � � � �

Eight years on, the Zeppelin speaker is still a must-have for the 
audiophile who wants fi ne sound in a convenient package.
Size (hwd) 18 x 66 x 18cm Battery No

B&O BeoPlay A6 £800
February 2016 � � � � �

Oozing style and substance, the A6 eff ortlessly combines the simplicity 
and convenience of a one-box system. It’s a job fully well done.
Size (hwd) 30 x 54 x 16cm Battery No

Bluesound Pulse 2 £600
July 2016 � � � � �

A speaker with a big and bold character, this has a rich and engaging 
sound that will fi ll the biggest rooms. A big step in the right direction.
Size (hwd) 20 x 42 x 19cm Battery No

Geneva AeroSphère Large £650
Best mains-powered wireless speaker £600-£800, Awards 2015 � � � � �

Not only is this bulbous beauty among the best-looking wireless 
speakers we’ve seen, it’s high on the list of the best we’ve heard too.
Size (hwd) 41 x 41 x 32cm Battery No 

Naim Mu-So £895
Best mains-powered wireless speaker £800+, Awards 2015 � � � � �

The Mu-so has a rich, powerful sound, a huge sense of scale and 
soaring dynamics – and it’s now been updated to accommodate Tidal.
Size (hwd) 12 x 63 x 26cm Battery No
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BEST 
BUYS

The only products
worth considering

BUYER’S GUIDE

BLU-RAY PLAYERS
HOME CINEMA
ENJOY HIGH-DEF MOVIE THRILLS

Panasonic DMP-BDT170 £90
August 2015 � � � � �

Picture quality is what counts. It might be short on catch-up services but 
the arresting colours, strong contrast and good upscaling make up for that.
Compatibility Blu-ray, DVD, CD

Sony BDP-S4500 £75
August 2015 � � � � �

Nothing’s perfect in this life, but the BDP-S4500 comes pretty close. 
Delivering on every count, it’s a positive steal at this price.
Compatibility Blu-ray, DVD, CD

Sony BDP-S5500 £110
July 2015 � � � � �

A tiny player that goes big on performance. Features and design are 
strong too – and there’s a dedicated Netfl ix button on the remote.
Compatibility Blu-ray, DVD, CD

Panasonic DMP-BDT370 £100
Best Blu-ray player under £150, Awards 2015 � � � � �

A bright, sharp picture, weighty sound and 4K upscaling, all for just 
£100. Enough to award this player our 2015 Blu-ray Product of the Year.
Compatibility Blu-ray, DVD, CD

Sony BDP-S7200 £180
Best Blu-ray player £150-£300, Awards 2015 � � � � �

The pictures here are impressive, but it’s with sound quality that this 
model’s star shines brightest – it’s entertaining, exciting and musical.
Compatibility Blu-ray, DVD, CD, SACD 

Sony UHP-H1 £400
July 2016 � � � � � 

A Blu-ray player in name only, this one-box off ering is one of the most 
talented multi-media players we’ve seen around this price.
Compatibility Blu-ray, DVD, CD, SACD

Panasonic DMP-UB900 £600
May 2016 � � � � � 

The fi rst 4K Blu-ray player is a stunner. Lush colours and strong contrast 
are allied with great defi ntion. The future of home cinema has arrived.
Compatibility Blu-ray, DVD, CD  

Cambridge Audio CXU £1000
Best Blu-ray player £300+, Awards 2015 � � � � �

A universal disc-player, packed with features and connections, that 
pushes the boundaries with both picture and sound quality. 
Compatibility Blu-ray, DVD, CD, SACD
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HOME CINEMA AMPLIFIERS
STUNNING SOUND THAT TRULY BRINGS MOVIES TO LIFE

Yamaha RX-V379 £300
Best home cinema amplifi er under £350, Awards 2015 � � � � �

This entry-level amp is a great way to start in home cinema. Champion 
under £350 at the Awards, it off ers a scale of sound belying its price.
Power 5 x 70W Dolby Atmos No HDMI in/out 4/1

Denon AVR-X2300W £500
August 2016 � � � � �

Better than the stunning AVR-X2200W; the sound has been refi ned, it’s 
very easy to use and has plenty of features, all for the same price.
Power 7 x 150W Dolby Atmos Yes HDMI in/out 8/2

Yamaha RX-V679 £600
October 2015 � � � � 

No Dolby Atmos but Yamaha does off er a big, spacious sound with 
decent detail and balance, though some others are more nuanced.
Power 7 x 90W Dolby Atmos No HDMI in/out 6/1

Onkyo TX-NR3030 £2500
June 2015 � � � � �

Looking for high-end, high-quality surround audio? This amp delivers 
with a spacious, subtle sound, a plethora of features and Dolby Atmos.
Power 11 x 185W Dolby Atmos Yes HDMI in/out 8/3

Pioneer SC-LX59 £1400
Best home cinema amplifi er £1000+, Awards 2015 � � � � �

The SC-LX59 makes it six £1000+ Awards in a row for Pioneer. This 
latest off ering is better than ever, making it a class-leading receiver.
Power 9 x 140W Dolby Atmos Yes HDMI in/out 8/3

Sony STR-DN860 £400
September 2015 � � � � �

Sony proves the value of performance over the latest mod cons. No 
Dolby Atmos, but a thoroughly authoritative and engaging sound.
Power 7 x 95W Dolby Atmos No HDMI in/out 5/1

Oppo BDP-105D £1100
March 2015 � � � � �

£1100 is a lot for a disc player, but if you want a quality component 
that’s as adept with music as it is with movies, you’ll want this. Top class. 
Compatibility Blu-ray, DVD, CD, SACD

BLU-RAY PLAYERS CONTINUED

PROJECTORS
BECAUSE A MASSIVE PICTURE IS HOME CINEMA

BenQ W1080ST+ £850
Best projector under £1000, Awards 2015 � � � � �

This short-throw projector can sit less than six feet from the screen at 
max zoom – and looks brilliant thanks to its crisp, eye-catching pic.
Throw ratio 0.69-0.83:1 Inputs 2 x HDMI, component Speakers Yes U
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SET-TOP BOXES
THE BEST WAY TO ACCESS THE WORLD OF TELEVISION

Sony VPL-HW65ES £2800
August 2016 � � � � �

A Full HD projector for nearly £3000 is a lot, but the immersive, rich 
image and strong contrast mean the lack of 4K is (slightly) forgivable.
Throw ratio n/a Inputs 2 x HDMI, ethernet Speakers No

BenQ W3000 £1200
August 2016 � � � � �

A fi ne alternative to a TV, 4K is off  the menu but you do get a big picture, 
accurate colours and useful features for a modest enough price.
Throw ratio 1.15-1.86 Inputs 2 x HDMI, PC, component Speakers Yes

Sony VPL-VW520ES £8800
April 2016 � � � � �

With one eye on the future, this feature-laden, 4K and HDR projector 
performs superbly – if you can aff ord it.
Throw ratio n/a Inputs HDMI, LAN Speakers No

Humax DTR-T2000 £180
Best PVR, Awards 2015 � � � � �

This YouView recorder is still one of the best ways to handle live TV. Its 
500GB is a decent amount of space, but it’s now available with 1TB too.
Tuners 2 Storage 500GB Ultra HD No

P
V

R
s

Humax HDR-1100S £190 (500GB), £220 (1TB), 
£270 (2TB) December 2015 � � � � �

Now with wi-fi , this impressive Freesat recorder is a genuine wireless 
entertainment hub. It’s our top subscription-free choice.
Tuners 2 Storage 500GB , 1TB, 2TB Ultra HD No

Humax FVP-4000T £200
March 2016 � � � � �

Catch-up TV is made supremely easy with this Freeview Play box. 
It’s a comprehensive entertainment hub with minimum fuss.
Tuners 3 Storage 500GB, 1TB Ultra HD No

BT Ultra HD YouView min £15/month + fees
November 2015 � � � � 

The fi rst 4K box to hit the market, this is the most accomplished live TV 
you can watch. Content is a little limited right now – so sports fans only.
Tuners 2 Storage 1TB Ultra HD Yes
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WINNER

Sky+HD 2TB free or £250
Best subscription service, Awards 2015  � � � � �

Sky+HD is a complete subscription package that’s hard to rival. 
The interface keeps getting better too, which is great for longevity.
Tuners 2 Storage 2TB Ultra HD No

PRODUCT 
OF THE YEAR
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SOUNDBARS
AN IMPRESSIVE WAY TO IMPROVE YOUR TV’S SOUND

SOUNDBASES
AN ALTERNATIVE SOURCE OF SUPERIOR TV SOUND

Q Acoustics Media 4 £330
Best soundbar under £500, Awards 2015 � � � � �

Q Acoustics’ debut soundbar is remarkable value – even more so at its 
reduced price – and more than worthy of its two-time PoY status.
Size (hwd) 9 x 100 x 14cm Inputs Optical, RCA Subwoofer No

Dali Kubik One £800
Best soundbar £500+, Awards 2015 � � � � �

A gorgeous and complete package, Dali’s debut soundbar impresses 
with its hugely engaging sound and smart, well-equipped exterior.
Size (hwd) 15 x 98 x 10cm Inputs Optical, 2 x RCA Subwoofer No

Philips Fidelio B5 £600
December 2015 � � � � �

Thanks to two detachable (wireless, battery-powered) speakers, it can 
add surround sound or be a multi-room system. Great sound, too.
Size 7 x 104 x 16cm Inputs 2 x HDMI, optical, coax, RCA Sub Yes

Philips HTL5140 £270
December 2014 � � � � �

Insightful, balanced and unobtrusive, this slimline package will suit 
almost any set-up. Comfortably deserving of its fi ve-star status.
Size 5 x 104 x 7cm Inputs Coax, optical, USB, analogue Sub Yes

Sonos Playbar £600
January 2015 � � � � �

Better TV sound is one thing, but this is Sonos in a soundbar – so you can 
stream music from a NAS, laptop or smartphone or access internet radio.
Size (hwd) 9 x 90 x 14cm Inputs Optical Subwoofer Optional

Cambridge Audio TV5 £250
June 2015 � � � � �

The TV5 shares its TV2 sibling’s rich presentation, but with an extra 
driver and bigger chassis there’s better detail, clarity and dynamics.
Size (hwd) 10 x 73 x 34cm Inputs Optical

SET-TOP BOXES CONTINUED

Canton DM55 £330
Best soundbase under £400, Awards 2015 � � � � �

Replacing the DM50, the £70 cheaper DM55 is even more appealing 
– its meaty yet subtle sound is a huge audio upgrade for your TV.
Size (hwd) 7 x 55 x 30cm Inputs Optical, coaxial 

Geneva Model Cinema £550
June 2015 � � � � �

This premium soundbase has a big, balanced and authoritative sound, 
with detail and dynamic insight in spades. It’s worth the extra spend.
Size (hwd) 10 x 70 x 35cm Inputs Optical, coaxial

PRODUCT 
OF THE YEAR
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SOUNDBASES CONTINUED

Philips Fidelio XS1 £500
April 2016  � � � � 

If you’re willing to trade a little audio quality for features, connections 
and streamlined looks, the XS1 should be on your shortlist.
Size (hwd) 73 x 4 x 33cm Inputs coaxial, digital, HDMI 1.4, HDMI, RCA

SPEAKER PACKAGES 
GOOD SURROUND SOUND IS A MOVIE-MAGIC MUST

Q Acoustics Q7000i £900
November 2013 � � � � �

Got £900 to spend on a sub/sat package? Spend it here. This compact 
set creates a cohesive and expansive soundfi eld, with strong bass.
Size (hwd) Centre speaker 12 x 20 x 16cm Finishes 2

Tannoy HTS-101 XP £600
Best style package under £1000, Awards 2015 � � � � �

The latest incarnation of a multiple winner has a sonic character that 
retains its fast, spacious quality, but with extra detail and solidity. 
Size (hwd) Centre speaker 19 x 10 x 11cm Finishes 1

B&W MT-50 £1100
Best style package £1000+, Awards 2015 � � � � �

These speakers sound crisp, clear and insightful, and the sub and 
satellites integrate so well. Value and versatility combined.
Size (hwd) Centre speaker 25 x 11 x 16cm Finishes 2

B&W MT-60D £1950
May 2012 � � � � �

Compact and stylish (we love that sub), this package presents a dynamic, 
powerful sound that excels with surround sound and stereo music.
Size (hwd) Centre speaker 25 x 11 x 16cm Finishes 2

Dali Zensor 1 5.1 £980
Best traditional package under £1000, Awards 2015 � � � � �

Why did it win an Award? Because of the sound’s punchy dynamics, 
abundance of detail, expression, articulation and impressive integration.
Size (hwd) Centre speaker 16 x 44 x 29cm Finishes 3

Q Acoustics 3000 Series 5.1 £700
July 2015 � � � � �

A budget package that makes the sound from fi lms come across as 
subtle, atmospheric and detailed. This is a fun listening experience.
Size (hwd) Centre speaker 15 x 43 x 20cm Finishes 5

Wharfedale Diamond 220 HCP £850
July 2015 � � � � �

Featuring one of our favourite standmounters, this package off ers 
an excellent surround-sound experience for a reasonable price.
Size (hwd) Centre speaker 17 x 47 x 27cm Finishes 7

“Watching Birdman
we are so immersed
it is easy to imagine
we are backstage in
a Manhattan theatre”

“Continues the 
Q Acoustics’ tradition
of punching way
above its weight”

AWARD 
WINNER

AWARD 
WINNER

AWARD 
WINNER

Monitor Audio Bronze B5 AV £1500
Best traditional package £1000-£2000, Awards 2015 � � � � �

Our Speaker Package Product of the Year is beautifully designed, has 
ample punch, creates a spacious soundfi eld and is very musical.
Size (hwd) Centre speaker 17 x 46 x 19cm Finishes 4

“This may be the
easiest £1500 
you’ll ever spend”

PRODUCT 
OF THE YEAR
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SPEAKER PACKAGES CONTINUED

VIDEO STREAMERS
DON’T RESTRICT STREAMING TO A LAPTOP – GET IT ON THE TELLY

B&W 683 S2 Theatre £2750
November 2014 � � � � 

We’d like a bit more authority in the bass, but we’re still delighted by the 
detailed, agile sound, focused surround steering and power on off er.
Size (hwd) Centre speaker 22 x 59 x 30cm Finishes 2

KEF R100 5.1 £2850
Best traditional package £2000+, Awards 2015 � � � � �

Gorgeous looks and superior sound quality – the R100 5.1 has both. 
There’s great scale, seamless integration, and an expressive midrange.
Size (hwd) Centre speaker 17 x 53 x 31cm Finishes 4

Monitor Audio Silver 6 AV12 £2875
June 2014 � � � � �

With terrifi c build and fi nish, and a fi ne degree of insight and precision in 
the sound, these speakers work together seamlessly. A top-notch package
Size (hwd) Centre speaker 19 x 50 x 24cm Finishes 6

PMC Twenty 23 5.1 £8240
July 2016 � � � � �

One of our favourite fl oorstanders features in a speaker package that 
delivers a captivating performance. So good it’s our reference system.
Size (hwd) Centre speaker 17 x 52 x 31cm Finishes 1

Google Chromecast 2 £30
December 2015 � � � � �

The second-gen Chromecast still ‘casts’ content from a device to a TV 
over wi-fi , but now with speedier operation and a performance boost.
Resolution 1080p, 720p Storage No Ultra HD No

Now TV (2015) £15
February 2016 � � � � �

Now it outputs 1080p and passes through 7.1 surround sound, NOW 
TV is a great way to open your doors to a plethora of Sky content.
Resolution 1080p, 720p Storage n/a Ultra HD No

Roku 3 £100
March 2015 � � � � �

Super-slick operational speeds and a plethora of content  make Roku’s 
latest entry to its established streaming catalogue the best we’ve seen.
Resolution 1080p, 720p  Storage opt. 2GB microSD  Ultra HD No

PlayStation 4 (500GB) £300
February 2014 � � � � 

With stacks of smart music and movie apps plus solid performance, 
Sony’s latest is a must-have for gamers and entertainment-seekers alike.
Resolution 1080p, 720p Storage 500GB, 1TB Ultra HD No

Amazon Fire TV (2015) £80
Best streaming box, Awards 2015 � � � � �

An improvement on the fi rst Fire TV. For the same money you get 4K 
streaming, greater speed and power, and expanded storage options.
Resolution Ultra HD, 1080p, 720p  Storage 8GB Ultra HD Yes

“No doubt worth
every penny of its
asking price”

“There aren’t many
speaker packafes as
exciting as this one. 
It will transform your
movies and music”

“It packs a good 
deal of punch and 
a pleasing sense 
of scale”

“Stick with the PMCs
and you’ll be rewarded
with an incredible
surround-sound
experience”
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VIDEO STREAMERS CONTINUED

Xbox One (500GB) £300
January 2014 � � � � 

This hugely ambitious console isn’t without imperfections, and it might 
need time to realise its potential. For now it’s a very good games console.
Resolution 1080p, 1080i, 720p Storage 500GB, 1TB Ultra HD No

TELEVISIONS
MAKE THE FOCUS OF YOUR ENTERTAINMENT HUB A GOOD ONE

Panasonic TX-40CS520 £380
Best 40-46in TV under £500, Awards 2015 � � � � �

This is a great deal. It might not be fl ashy (there’s no 3D or 4K) but it’s 
packed full of features and its picture quality is best-in-class.
Type LCD/LED HDMI 2 Resolution Full HD Tuner Freeview HD

Panasonic TX-40CX680B £700
August 2015 � � � � �

This good-looking telly is a great advert for smaller-screen 4K, off ering 
a fi ne picture and a good stack of features with it. £700 well spent.
Type LCD/LED HDMI 3 Resolution Ultra HD Tuner Freeview HD

Samsung UE32J6300 £380
March 2016 � � � � �

It expertly ticks all the boxes you’d expect from a Full HD TV. The only 
issue is the availability of larger rivals at the same price.
Type LCD/LED HDMI 4 Resolution Full HD Tuner Freeview HD

Samsung UE40JU7000 £880
Best 40-46in TV £500+, Awards 2015 � � � � �

You don’t need a huge screen to appreciate the benefi ts of a 4K pic. 
This sleek 40in set combines features, functionality and performance.
Type LCD/LED HDMI 4 Resolution Ultra HD Tuner Freev’w/Freesat HD

AWARD 
WINNER

AWARD 
WINNER

Samsung UE48J6300 £650
Best 47-52in  TV under £1000, Awards 2015 � � � � �

It has a pronounced curve, but the picture quality is a fantastic 
proposition at this price. Astonishingly good Full HD performance.
Type LCD/LED HDMI 4 Resolution Full HD Tuner Freeview HD

PRODUCT 
OF THE YEAR
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TELEVISIONS CONTINUED

Panasonic TX-50CS520 £500
October 2015 � � � � �

This Full HD TV presents a stunning picture, but the sound is good too. 
Add a fi ne interface and that £500 price becomes an act of generosity.
Type LCD/LED HDMI 2 Resolution Full HD Tuner Freeview HD

LG 65EF950V £4000
January 2016 � � � � �

One of the very best TVs on the market, this LG is a lovely looking telly 
with a fantastic picture. Whisper it, but OLED is becoming accessible.
Type OLED HDMI 3 Resolution Ultra HD Tuner Freeview HD

Panasonic TX-50CX802B £1800
September 2015 � � � � �

This is an impressive 4K screen, but it also renders Full HD content with 
particular fl air, with great upscaling being the real talent here. 
Type LCD/LED HDMI 3 Resolution Ultra HD Tuner Freev’w/Freesat HD

Samsung UE48JU7000 £1250
Best 47-52in TV £1000+, Awards 2015 � � � � �

This Samsung is special: super-sharp 4K, realistic textures, a smart 
interface, and a slim, attractive physique. Impressive.
Type LCD/LED HDMI 4 Resolution Ultra HD Tuner Freev’w/Freesat HD

LG OLED55C6V£3000
July 2016 � � � � �

LG’s latest OLED looks to the future (Dolby Vision, HDR10) but in the 
here and now it boasts a rich, detailed picture with impressive blacks.
Type OLED HDMI 3 Resolution Ultra HD Tuner Freeview HD

Samsung UE55KS7000 £1500
July 2016 � � � � �

Samsung has built on last year’s momentum with a spectacular TV. It’s 
sharp and clear and renders images in a remarkably subtle way.
Type LCD/LED HDMI 4 Resolution Ultra HD Tuner Freev’w/Freesat HD

Sony KD-55XD9405 £2000
June 2016 � � � � �

The presence of HDR signifi cantly improves the image on this set, which 
off ers a level of subtlety that leaves others trailing in its wake. 
Type LCD/LED HDMI 4 Resolution Ultra HD Tuner Freeview HD

Sony KD-75XD9405 £5000
July 2016 � � � � �

Sony’s fl agship sets a marker for others to follow by going all out to 
maximize compatibility and picture performance. As good as it gets.
Type LCD/LED HDMI 4 Resolution Ultra HD Tuner Freeview HD

AWARD 
WINNER

Panasonic TX-65DX902B £3200
June 2016 � � � � �

With its lovely contrast and lush colours, this set off ers stunning all-round 
performance. If you’re a� er a great big 4K/HDR TV, have a look at this.
Type LCD/LED HDMI 4 Resolution Ultra HD Tuner Freev’w/Freesat HD

NEW
ENTRY

NEW
ENTRY

NEW
ENTRY

Samsung UE55KS9000 £2000
Reviewed online � � � � �

Off ers a superb picture for a competitive price. The edge-lit backlight 
causes a few issues but not enough to take the shine off  this great TV.
Type LCD/LED HDMI 4 Resolution Ultra HD Tuner Freev’w/Freesat HD

NEW
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BEST 
BUYS

The only products
worth considering

BUYER’S GUIDE

HEADPHONES
PORTABLE
BIN THE BUNDLED BUDS, AND INVEST IN BETTER SOUND

Sennheiser Momentum M2 IEi £90
Best in-ears £50-£100, Awards 2015 � � � � �

You wouldn’t think anything so small could sound so good – not for just 
£90. But good they sound, wonderfully smooth, expressive and balanced. 
In-line controls Yes Cable length 1.3m

Sony MDR-EX650AP £60
November 2014 � � � � �

These smart buds are nicely judged tonally, with plenty of detail. Add 
an expansive soundstage and you’re looking at great value for money.
In-line controls Yes Cable length 1.2m

SoundMagic E10S £40
Best in-ears under £50, Awards 2015 � � � � �

Paying £40 for a pair of buds like these ranks as one of the simplest, 
most aff ordable and most satisfying upgrades available. 
In-line controls Yes Cable length 1.2m

Focal Sphear £100
November 2015 � � � � �

These Focals back that a classy design with a full-bodied, detailed 
sound that’s seriously engaging. They are a comfortable fi t, too.
In-line controls: Yes Cable length 1.2m

Shure SE425 £200
Best in-ears £100-£300, Awards 2015 � � � � �

If you’re serious about the quality of your in-ear headphones, we’d 
point you here. The energetic, immersive performance is irresistible.
In-line controls Yes Cable length 1.6m 

Klipsch X11i £200
November 2014 � � � � �

As comfortable in your ear as a cotton bud, the X11is deliver great 
sound too – exciting yet smooth and insightful. Highly recommended.
In-line controls Yes Cable length 1.3m

Sennheiser IE 800 £600
Best in-ears £300+, Awards 2015 � � � � �

You might think it a waste to spend £600 on buds, but don’t make up 
your mind till you’ve heard these – they’re astonishing performers.
In-line controls Yes Cable length 1.1m

Shure SE846 £950
June 2014 � � � � �

Stunning detail, supreme tonal balance and extraordinary dynamics. 
You just need to ensure you use an equally talented source
In-line controls Yes Cable length 1.2m & 1.6m

PRODUCT 
OF THE YEAR
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HiFi & Home Cinema Specialists

For our very latest prices, ask
in-store or check online at
www.superfi.co.uk

For telephone enquiries,
call our freephone service
0808 1499258

At Superfi no job is too big
or too small

New!

At home or in-store consultation
Whether you are visiting your local Superfi store or arranging for one of our Custom
Install experts to come to your home, we will sit downwith you to discuss your
project from start to finish. By listening to your needs first, we guarantee to deliver an
inspirational proposal that is bespoke and personal to you and designed around the way
you live.

Choosing the right products
Before making the final decision on products, we encourage you to test them in our
demonstration showrooms. Packed with the very latest equipment, we want to ensure
that you are 100% confident with your chosen products.

The Installation
Planning the installation of your equipment is the most important part of the process. At
your convenience, we will agree a date to begin the install, keep you regularly informed,
and provide the utmost respect for your property. You can expect nothing less than the
"white glove" treatment from our team of trusted installers.

Ongoing Support
We promise to support you every step of the way. Once your system is in place we will
contact you to check everything is working to your satisfaction. Should you need any
further assistance or support in the future, we will respond with the same high standard
of service that we delivered at the start of your project.

£1099.00
OUR PRICE:

Turntable
Project The Classic

AV Receiver
Yamaha
RXA1060

£1999.00
OUR PRICE:

AV Receiver
Yamaha
RXA3060

£799.00
OUR PRICE:

Whether it's installing the latest Ultra High Definition or OLED TV,
setting up your Smart Home, or converting your basement into a
complex home cinema, our team can do it.

We believe in supplying beautifully designed products to
genuinely enhance the way people live. With over 80 years
experience of listening to our customers' needs, we exceed
expectations and guarantee to deliver the inspiration and expertise
your project deserves.

From a single room set up to a complex multi-room design, you need
to be able to trust the people handling this project. We guarantee to
assign you with our Custom Install experts who promise to supply,
install and commission a system that will enhance your lifestyle.

Your HomeCinema Solution

We can offer an installation solution as simple as installing a TV on
your wall and wiring the cables, or as complex as converting your
loft or basement into your own cinema with in-ceiling speakers,
projectors andmore.

Multi-RoomSystems

Whether it's placing speakers discreetly in each room, or installing top
brandedmulti-room audio and visual equipment, we can kit out your
home so you can enjoy your music wherever you are.

Smart Home

Dream of being able to control your home at the touch of a button?
Intrigued by the Internet of Things? With Superfi's range of sound,
vision, lighting and security products, you canmake this a reality and
control your home at the touch of a button from your tablet
or smartphone.

Email: custominstall@superfi.co.uk or visit our dedicated custom install section
@ www.superfi.co.uk/custominstall.

1. Heos 1 HS2 – Wireless Speaker £199
2. Heos 3HS2 – Wireless Speaker £249
3. Heos 5HS2 – Wireless Speaker £349
4. Heos 7HS2 – Wireless Speaker £499

5. Heos AmpHS2 – Amplifier £399
6. Heos LinkHS2 – Wireless Multi-room

Pre-Amplifier £299
7. Heos Drive – Multi-room Streaming

Amplifier £1999
1

2

3

4

5
6

7



†Terms and conditions apply, see website for further details. ††On orders over £75.

Visit us in-store. You'll find each branch offers expert advice,
demonstrations and installation

Birmingham*
67 Smallbrook Queensway
0121 631 2675
Derby
22 Sadler Gate
01332 360303

Leeds*
105 Vicar Lane
0113 244 9075
Lincoln
271a High Street
01522 520265

London*
2�4 Camden High Street
020 7388 1300
Manchester
54 Bridge Street
0161 835 1156

Nottingham*
15 Market Street
0115 941 2137
Stockport
68�70 Lower Hillgate
0161 429 9080

*OpenSundays

FREE NEXTWORKING DAY
DELIVERY †† SUPERFI
SUPER�FAST DELIVERY

PRICE BEAT PROMISE
IF YOU FIND AN IDENTICAL ITEM CHEAPER FROMONE OF OUR
ONLINE UK COMPETITORS, TELL US AND NOT ONLYWILLWE

MATCH THE PRICE,WE'LL BEAT IT BY 10%OF THE DIFFERENCE†

Media Player Mini System
Marantz MCR611

Systems

APRIL2015

CALL OR CHECK
ONLINE

FOR LATEST PRICE

CD/DAB+/USB Micro System
Denon DM40DAB

CALL OR CHECK
ONLINE

FOR LATEST PRICE

AUGUST2015

Buy a NaimMuso andMuso Qb
and SAVE£140
Price together £1350 +FEBRUARY2016

AV Receiver
Denon AVRX1300W

Exclusive to
Superfi!

£399.00
OUR PRICE:

CD Player & Amplifier
Marantz CD6005
& PM6005

£239.00
OUR PRICE:

EACH

APRIL 2014

SEPTEMBER2013

Speakers
Wharfedale 9.1

£99.95
RRP: £179.95
SAVE: £80.00

HiFi Separates
Bookshelf Speakers
KEF LS50

£799.00
OUR PRICE:

OCTOBER2014

CALL OR CHECK
ONLINE

FOR LATEST PRICE

Wireless Speaker
Ruark MR1

Wireless Speakers
Portable Bluetooth Speaker
Sony SRSXB33

£299.00
OUR PRICE:

Wireless Speaker
Kef Muo

£299.95
OUR PRICE:

Wireless Bluetooth Speaker
Audio Pro Addon T3

£164.95
OUR PRICE:

NOVEMBER2015

Samsung Rewards. Get upto £300 back when
you buy a qualifying TV and A/V product
1. SamsungUE55KS8000– 4K SUHD Smart LED

Television with FREE 5 year guarantee £1899.99

2. SamsungUBDK8500 – 4K Blu-ray player £429.99

FREEmoviewith
SamsungUBDK8500*

£150
Back when

you buy TV and

Blu-ray player

together!

Headphones
Bose QuietComfort 35

£289.95
OUR PRICE:

Noise Cancelling Portable Headphones
Goldring NS1000 Expedition

OCTOBER2012

£69.95
RRP: £139.95
SAVE: £70.00

Earphones
Sennheiser Momentum In Ear

CALL OR CHECK
ONLINE

FOR LATEST PRICE

Earphones
Sony MDR�EX650APT

NOVEMBER2014

CALL OR CHECK ONLINE
FOR LATEST PRICE

Headphones
AKG Y50

CALL OR CHECK ONLINE
FOR LATEST PRICE

Headphones
AKG N60NC

CALL OR CHECK ONLINE
FOR LATEST PRICE

Home Cinema
AV Receiver
Denon AVRX2200W

4K Blu-ray player
Panasonic DMPUB900

£599.00
OUR PRICE:

Home Cinema System
Arcam Solo Movie

£1999.00
OUR PRICE:

Headphones & Earphones

£449.95
OUR PRICE:

Hi-Res Turntable
Sony PSHX500

USB Digital to Analogue Converter
Audioquest Dragonfly

£89.00
OUR PRICE:

BLACK £169.00RED

JUNE2016

Amplifier
Arcam A29

CD Player
Arcam CDS27

£995.00
OUR PRICE:

£595.00
RRP: £800.00
SAVE: £205.00

JUNE2016

MAY 2016

£119.99
RRP: £129.99
SAVE: £10.00
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HEADPHONES CONTINUED

AKG Y50 £50
Best portable on-ears under £100, Awards 2015 � � � � �

Our Product of the Year cans for 2015 are portable on-ears, and deliver 
a rhythmic, clear, detailed, dynamic sound. At this price they’re amazing.
Type Closed Connection 3.5mm Weight 190g

AKG N60 NC £230
Best noise-cancelling headphones under £250, Awards 2015 � � � � �

The N60s are ultra-portable and off er eff ective noise-cancellation, 
leaving them free to present a punchy, musical, balanced sound.
Quoted battery life 30 hours 

Bose QuietComfort 35 £290
August 2016 � � � � �

The latest QuietComfort benefi ts from being truly wireless and 
switching to rechargeable batteries. The best just got better.
Quoted battery life 20 hours (wireless), 40 hours (wired)

PSB M4U2 £250
April 2015 � � � � �

As well as obliging with a powerful delivery the PSBs off er a choice of 
listening modes (passive, active and noise-cancelling), to suit.
Quoted battery life 55 hours

AKG K451 £50
October 2012 � � � � �

Great agility and precision timing combined with excellent build and 
compact size, makes the K451s a must-audition pair of cans. 
Type Closed Connection 3.5mm Weight 120g

AKG K550 £100
Best home on-ears under £150, Awards 2015 � � � � �

These on-ears, relatively light and very comfy, are communicative too, 
natural and unforced. And they deliver bass with punch and precision.
Type Closed Connection 3.5mm/6.3mm Weight 305g

Philips Fidelio M1MkII £135
May 2015 � � � � �

The Fidelios off er an unusually smooth delivery and plenty of weighty, 
punchy bass. Clarity and precision are further strong points.
Type Closed Connection 3.5mm Weight 166g

Grado SR125e £150
December 2014 � � � � �

These might have looked at home on the ears of a wartime radio 
operator, but they sound great. Stay at home, though: they’re leaky.
Type Open Connection 3.5mm/6.5mm Weight 363g

B&W P5 Series 2 £250
February 2014 � � � � �

Clear, precise sound, bags of detail, punchy rhythm – these gorgeous 
’phones have the lot. We can’t think of anything to say against them.
Type Closed Connection 3.5mm Weight 195g

Beyerdynamic T51i £245
Awards 2014 � � � � �

It’s satisfying when great design, premium build and top performance 
all come together. These on-ears really do sound as good as they look.
Type Closed Connection 3.5mm/6.3mm Weight 174g

PRODUCT 
OF THE YEAR

AWARD 
WINNER

AWARD 
WINNER
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HEADPHONES CONTINUED

Grado SR325e £270
Best home on-ears £150-£300, Awards 2015 � � � � �

If you don’t mind the sound that leaks from them, you’re free to enjoy 
the fl uid dynamics and wonderfully musical presentation.
Type Open Connection 3.5mm/6.5mm Weight 330g

Philips Fidelio X2 £230
October 2015 � � � � �

The X2s have a smooth, neutral sound, great rhythm and punchy bass. 
Superior design helps make them supremely comfortable too.
Type Open Connection 3.5mm Weight 380g

Sennheiser Momentum 2.0 £270
Best portable on-ears £200-£300, Awards 2015 � � � � �

We love the design but it’s more than just pretty – the Momentums 2.0s 
are comfortable on your ears and fold neatly off  them. 
Type Closed Connection 3.5mm Weight 240g

B&W P7 £330
September 2014 � � � � �

Worth every penny. The solid build quality and comfy fi t we expect, but 
the level of detail and dynamics swept us off  our feet. 
Type Closed Connection 3.5mm Weight 290g

Shure SRH1540 £400
Best home on-ears £300+, Awards 2015 � � � � �

Once the music starts you’ll focus on the expansive, beautifully 
balanced sound. There’s agility, enthusiasm and genuine musicality too. 
Type Closed Connection 3.5mm Weight 286g

AKG Y50BT £150
Best wireless headphone under £250, Awards 2015 � � � � �

By wireless standards, they’re excellent. Clarity and insight are 
particular strong points, but it’s also a great design. 
Folding Yes Quoted battery life 20hrs+ Wireless range n/a

Philips Fidelio M2BT £185
Janaury 2015 � � � � �

Bluetooth here is the superior aptX version. There’s also NFC 
connectivity and – most important – a rich, balanced, musical sound.
Folding No Quoted battery life 10hrs Wireless range 15m

AKG K812 £1100
October 2014 � � � � �

For outright insight you’d have to spend thousands more than this on 
speakers before you get close to the resolution and agility on off er here.
Type Open Connection 3.5mm/6.3mm Weight 390g

Sennheiser HD800S £1200
June 2016 � � � � �

If the price invites doubts, rest assured the performance is absolutely 
worth it provided your source and amplifi cation are up to the job.
Type Open Connection 6.3mm Weight 330g

AWARD 
WINNER

AWARD 
WINNER

AWARD 
WINNER

AWARD 
WINNER

NEW
ENTRYBeyerdynamic T1 Generation 2 £800

August 2016 � � � � �

Six years on and the T1s are just as stunning and have a few refi nements. 
These ‘phones are insightful, comfortable to wear and a joy to listen to. 
Type Semi-open Connection 3.5mm/6.3mm Weight 360g
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HEADPHONES CONTINUED

Sennheiser Momentum 2.0 Wireless £380
Best noise-cancelling headphones £250+, Awards 2015 5 � � � � �

Take the Momentum 2.0, add aptX Bluetooth and active noise 
cancellation and – voilà. Very desirable.
Folding No Quoted battery life 22hrs Wireless range 10m

Apple iPod Touch (6th Gen) 128GB £330
December 2015 � � � � �

There’s life in the iPod Touch yet. Its price and talent with CD-quality 
music makes it a worthy challenge to pricier rivals with hi-res audio.
Hi-res compatible No Weight 88g Storage128GB 

Sony NW-AH25N £240
February 2016 � � � � 

Likable and aff ordable, the AH25N boasts plenty of features and, 
although the ergonomics could be better, it produces a good sound.
Hi-res compatible Yes Weight 66g Storage 16GB

Acoustic Research M2 £900
June 2014 � � � � 

There are niggles with the interface and design, but this is one of the 
best-sounding players we’ve heard. You really need to listen to the M2.
Hi-res compatible Yes Weight 245g Storage 64GB

Astell & Kern AK100 MkII £700
April 2014 � � � � 

This middle-of -the-range hi-res player’s fl uid, dynamic and detailed 
sound and extensive fi le compatibility far outweigh the sluggish interface.
Hi-res compatible Yes Weight 170g Storage 32GB

PORTABLE MUSIC PLAYERS
TREAT YOUR TUNES TO A DEDICATED MUSIC PLAYER

B&W P5 Wireless £330
Best wireless headphones £250+, Awards 2015 � � � � �

All the characteristics of the P5 Series 2 without the wire. The Bluetooth 
connection works well and the sound is nigh-on as good as the Series 2.
Folding Yes Quoted battery life 17hrs Wireless range n/a

Astell & Kern Ak Jr £400
Best portable music player, Awards 2015 � � � � �

Our favourite portable unit of 2015, this hi-res player isn’t cheap, but its 
build quality and performance make it a formidable, portable pleasure.
Hi-res compatible Yes Weight 93g Storage 64GB 

Sony NW-ZX100HN £500
April 2016 � � � � 

While it’s too polite in terms of presentation, this likeable player hits the 
sweet spot for design, performance and price.
Hi-res compatible Yes Weight 145g Storage 32GB 

Pioneer XDP-100R £500
February 2016 � � � � 

A player that ticks all the boxes on the hi-res checklist thanks to its 
excellent compatibility, massive storage and balanced sound.
Hi-res compatible Yes Weight 181g Storage up to 432GB

“Makes the case for
high-res audio in
unequivocal style”

“Gives an impression
of refi ned detail, 
an even balance 
and a full-bodied,
solid sound”

“Piles on the punch
and power without
missing a step”

“There’s still life in 
the iPod Touch yet”

“One of the
best-sounding
portable high-res
music players”

“An aff ordable player
with a touch of
premium quality”

“Stays composed 
as the music becomes
complex and never
sounds edgy 
or harsh”

PRODUCT 
OF THE YEAR

AWARD 
WINNER

AWARD 
WINNER
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PORTABLE MUSIC PLAYERS CONTINUED

Sony NW-ZX2 £950
September 2015 � � � � 

This second-gen hi-res Walkman is impressive. If you’re an audio 
enthusiast who takes music seriously you should take a closer look.
 Hi-res compatible Yes Weight 235g Storage 128GB 

SMARTPHONES
SUPERB MUSIC AND VIDEO PLAYERS THAT MAKE PHONE CALLS TOO

LG G5 (with Hi-Fi Plus DAC)
July 2016 � � � � �

LG combines innovation and performance to produce a phone that’s up 
there with the best. The modular components are a brilliant idea.
OS Android Size (hwd) 149 x 74 x 8mm Storage 32GB & microSD

Apple iPhone 6S
Best smartphone under 5in, Awards 2015 � � � � �

The iPhone 6s packs class-leading audio and video performances, 
a faster processor, better camera and the intuitive 3D Touch feature.
OS iOS Size (hwd) 138 x 67 x 7mm Storage 16/64/128GB

Apple iPhone 6S Plus
January 2016 � � � � �

The best big screen iPhone yet, we heartily recommend this if you have 
deep pockets and are looking for a fantastic multimedia device.
OS iOS Size (hwd) 158 x 78 x 7mm Storage 16/64/128GB

Samsung Galaxy S7
July 2016 � � � � �

A lesson in how to make a great phone even better. With microSD 
support, a superb screen and good design, there’s little to moan about.
OS Android Size (hwd) 142 x 70 x 8mm Storage 32GB & microSD

HTC 10
July 2016 � � � � �

HTC rebounds with a superb eff ort that really nails the core functionality 
of a smartphone and excels in the audio and video departments.
OS Android Size (hwd) 146 x 72 x 3mm – Storage 32/64GB/microSD

Samsung Galaxy S6 Edge+ 
Best smartphone above 5in, Awards 2015 � � � � �

It’s pricey, but with a performance this good and a design this 
gorgeous, we’d pay it. It’s our favourite big screen phone.
OS Android Size (hwd) 154 x76 x7mm Storage 32/64/128GB

Sony Xperia Z5
March 2016 � � � � 

We expected more in the way of innovation but, nevertheless, the Z5 is 
an admirable achievement that has improved sound and fast operation.
OS Android Size (hwd) 146 x72 x7.3mm Storage 32GB & microSD

F O R  A  F U L L  L I S T  O F  S P E C I F I C AT I O N S  A N D
O T H E R  U S E F U L  I N F O  V I S I T  W H AT H I F I . C O M

“It’s a master at
picking out the detail
and nuance in music”

“As you’d expect 
from Apple, it all
works perfectly”

“HTC has focused on
the core functionality

and we think it has
got the focus

absolutely spot on”

“LG G5 with Hi-Fi Plus
by B&O Play may be a
mouthful, but it is the
complete package”

“A confi dent
performer and a
desirable phone in 
its own right”

“There’s no doubt
that this is the
big-screen phone 
to opt for right now”

“Samsung’s made
careful tweaks to an
already great phone,
making it one of the
best you can buy”

“A phone that off ers
some really good
fl agship-like features”

PRODUCT 
OF THE YEAR

AWARD 
WINNER

NEW
ENTRY

NEW
ENTRY

NEW
ENTRY
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STREAMING APPS & SERVICES 
THE BEST WAY TO GET YOUR STREAMING FIX

BBC iPlayer Free
Best video-on-demand service, Awards 2015 � � � � �

Quality content, a great interface and free (for catch-up TV), BBC’s 
iPlayer is one of, if not the best, video on-demand platforms out there.
Resolution up to 1080p  Offl  ine playback Yes

Amazon Prime Instant Video £6/month
June 2014 � � � � 

A very good video subscription service, its strengths lie in its strong fi lm 
library, offl  ine playback and its near-ubiquity among devices. 
Resolution Up to Ultra HD Offl  ine playback Yes

7digital Variable
January 2016 � � � � �

A download site that features competitive pricing, a strong catalogue 
and that’s easy to use, this is one of the best music-dowload sites around. 
Resolution Up to 24-bit/192kHz Offl  ine playback Yes

Google Play Movies & TV Variable
June 2014 � � � � �

Google’s venture into video streaming is a success, off ering pretty 
much everything we could ask for from an on-demand video service. 
Resolution Up to 1080p Offl  ine playback Yes

Qobuz Sublime £220/pa
May 2016 � � � � �

Qobuz Sublime is, well, sublime. Easy to use, with a diverse catalogue 
and competitive prices, this is a service that packs in a lot of value.
Sound quality Up to 24-bit/192kHz  Offl  ine playback Yes

Netfl ix £6 SD, £7.50 HD, £9 Ultra HD
Best video subscription service, Awards 2015 � � � � �

Without doubt one of the most satisfying streaming services runs on 
practically every platform available, even on your Ultra HD television.
Resolution Up to Ultra HD Offl  ine Playback No 

Technics Tracks Variable
January 2016 � � � � �

Off ering a (very) similar experience to 7digital, the Technics site focuses 
on hi-res music, which is what gives it the edge over its competition.
Resolution Up to 24-bit/192kHz Offl  ine Playback Yes 

Now TV from £7/month
June 2014 � � � � 

Essentially a Sky service without the subscription, Now TV is a great way 
of getting the latest content without paying through the nose for it.
Resolution Up to 1080p Offl  ine playback No

Apple Music £10/month
September 2015 � � � � �

This long-awaited service from Apple has intelligent curation, a huge 
catalogue, good sound quality and an engaging live radio station. 
Sound quality Up to 256kbps AAC  Offl  ine playback Yes

PRODUCT 
OF THE YEAR

AWARD 
WINNER
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STREAMING APPS CONTINUED

Spotify from free
July 2015 � � � � �

The service that led the streaming revolution, its accessibility, ease of 
use and content are reasons Spotify remains at the top of the pile.
Sound quality Up to 320kbps Ogg Vorbis Offl  ine playback Yes

Tidal from £10/month
Best music streaming service, Awards 2015 � � � � �

One of the few streaming services to off er lossless audio, Tidal’s 
exclusive content and curated playlists make it stand out.
Sound quality Up to 1411kbps lossless Offl  ine playback Yes

TABLETS
TOUCHSCREEN HEAVEN, WITH LAPTOP SMARTS

Apple iPad Pro (9.7in) from £499
July 2016 � � � � �

Fits all the things we like about the bigger Pro in a smaller form. This 
smaller screen incarnation is a seriously tempting proposition.  
OS iOS Size (hwd) 240 x 170 x 6mm Storage 32/128/256GB

Apple iPad mini 4 from £320
Best tablet under 8in, Awards 2015 � � � � �

Apple’s best small tablet yet? A superb screen, great user experience, 
punchy audio and fi ne apps make this the best small-screen tablet.
OS iOS Size (hwd) 203 x 135 x 6mm Storage 16/64/128GB

Apple iPad Air 2 from £400
Best tablet 8in+, Awards 2015 � � � � �

The iPad Air 2 ticks all the boxes: best-bar-none video and audio; 
an unrivalled user experience; snappy in use, and a gorgeous design.
OS iOS Size (hwd) 240 x 170 x 6mm Storage 16/64/128GB

Sony Xperia Z4 tablet £500
Reviewed online � � � � �

An excellent screen, superb sound and lovely features. The Z4 is a 
great option for Android fans and, at last, a real competitor for the iPad. 
OS Android Size (hwd) 254 x 167 x 6mm Storage 32GB (expandable)

Perfect picks: Ultra HD titles 

Marvel’s Daredevil – Netflix 
Among the best work Marvel has done, the grim tone 
of Daredevil is a world away from the theatrics of the 
cinematic universe. Despite the dark aesthetic (still a 

firm fixure in modern superhero world), it looks terrific 
in 4K, revealing plenty of detail and illuminating 

colours that retain some of that ‘comic-book’ feel.

 Mozart in the Jungle – Amazon Prime
Straddling the line between funny and dramatic, 
Mozart In The Jungle follows Gael Garcia Bernal’s 

composer as he takes on the biggest task of his career 
in conducting the New York Symphony. It’s a fast, 

zippy series that really benefits from 4K HDR in terms 
of colour and contrast.

The Amazing Spider-Man 2 – Amazon 
We’ve waxed lyrical about how good The Amazing 
Spider-Man 2 looks, but it’s worth another mention. 

While the film is a bit messy, the Ultra HD picture is not. 
The detail and texture (especially of Spider-Man’s suit) 

is glorious, and the incredible detail becomes really 
apparent in the slow-motion action scenes.

PRODUCT 
OF THE YEAR

AWARD 
WINNER

AWARD 
WINNER

NEW
ENTRY
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AV & HI-FI RACKS
HI-FI KIT CAN ONLY SOUND ITS BEST WITH THE PROPER SUPPORT

Chord C-Line £45
Best analogue interconnect, Awards 2015 � � � � �

Few entry-level interconnects at the price come close to off ering 
the sonic enjoyment that Chord has produced with this cable.
Balanced/Single Single

Atacama Elite Eco 12.0 £500
March 2013 � � � � �

Those looking for a strong support for AV and hi-fi  that enables a fl uid, 
authoritative presentation will like the performance this rack can off er.
Width 1157mm Modular Yes Cable management Yes

Atacama Eris Eco 5.0 £460
April 2012 � � � � �

Whatever hi-fi  you have will sound agile, detailed and dynamic on this. 
If that’s not all, the Eco is well built, easy to construct and looks smart.
Width 590mm Modular Yes Cable management No

Atacama Evoque Eco 60-40 SE £525
Best equipment support, Awards 2015 � � � � �

The SE stands for Special Edition, while signifi cant improvements in 
the Eco 60-40’s design and dampening mean it works better than ever.
Width 600mm Modular Yes Cable management No

QED Reference Audio 40 £85
June 2014 � � � � �

An engaging interconnect that’s capable of expressing the dynamics 
and nuances of a track, and which has reassuring build quality.
Balanced/Single Single

QED Performance Audio 40 £45
Reviewed online � � � � �

If you covet space and detail along with sure but nimble footwork and 
heaps of insight, all for less than £50, look no further.
Balanced/Single Single

Atlas Element Integra £45
November 2013 � � � � �

An Award-winner three years on the trot, this cable digs up detail 
and isn’t fussy about the kit it’s used with. A great fi rst upgrade.
Balanced/Single Single

“We were impressed
by how our system
performed when
using this rack”

“A great-performing,
well-built and
well-priced kit rack”

“If you’re of the
opinion all hi-fi  racks
are created more 
or less equal, 
think again”

BEST 
BUYS

The only products
worth considering

BUYER’S GUIDE

ANALOGUE INTERCONNECTS
ACCESSORIES
DON’T SKIMP ON CABLES: THEY’RE A TOP-VALUE UPGRADE

AWARD 
WINNER

AWARD 
WINNER
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Hi-Fi Racks Podium XL £1050
June 2010 � � � � �

Made for home cinema, this large rack can take a 65in TV and with 
performance that has more weight and top-end refi nement than most.
Width 800 to 1200mm Modular Yes Cable management No

HEADPHONE AMPLIFIERS
HOW TO GET THE VERY BEST FROM YOUR CANS

Meridian Prime £1200
February 2014 � � � � �

A supremely capable headphone amp which doubles as a talented, 
if feature limited, stereo amplifi er. Treat the DAC as a nice bonus.
Outputs 3.5mm, 6.3mm Inputs RCA,3.5mm, USB

Audio Technica AT-HA5050H £4500
July 2016 � � � � �

A headphone amp whose design harks back to the 1970s, this unit has 
a spellbinding sound that will leave you captivated.
Outputs headphone x2 Inputs coaxial digital, XLR, RCA, USB

Pathos Aurium £850
August 2013 � � � � �

A top-class choice for amplifi cation, but you’ll need a source and a 
pair of headphones of similar quality if you want the best from it.
Outputs 6.3mm, XRL, RCA Inputs XLR, 3 RCA

MAINS PRODUCTS
A CLEAN POWER SOURCE IS VITAL FOR INTERFERENCE-FREE HI-FI

Olson Sound Fantastic HF6 £135
September 2015 � � � � �

Grants a system far greater freedom of expression without sacrifi cing 
control or authority. If you can aff ord to, buy it without reservations.
Type Block Mains fi lter Yes No. of plugs 6

“The Podium XL 
comes across as a
well-made piece 
of furniture”

AV & HI-FI RACKS CONTINUED

NEW
ENTRY

ZZZ�ULFKHUVRXQGV�FRP

CS947 Great value Mains Conditioner!

•  Mains Conditioning

• Screened Mains Lead

•  3 Channel Surge protection with 
added Gas Tube technology

•  Status Button to test for 
degradation by Lightning etc. Available

instore or online

CS947, Sept 2015
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MAINS PRODUCTS CONTINUED

Russ Andrews X6 £350
September 2015 � � � � �

No matter what the source material, the X6 helps unearth a revealing, 
well-integrated listen, allowing your kit to be as explicit as it can be.
Type Block Mains fi lter Yes No. of plugs 6

Graham Slee Gram Amp 2 Communicator £160
June 2013 � � � � �

Fast, organised and dynamic, this box off ers great quality on a budget. 
The Gram Amp 2 Communicator is low on frills but high on quality.
Type MM Dimensions (hwd) 7 x 10 x 25cm

Rega Fono Mini A2D £85
March 2012 � � � � �

There’s little fancy about the Fono Mini A2D but that doesn’t matter 
when the presentation is this good. And it has a useful USB output.
Type MM Dimensions (hwd) 6 x 18 x 25cm

PHONO AMPLFIERS
EVERY RECORD DECK NEEDS A PHONO AMP

Isotek EVO Polaris + Premier cable £400
September 2015 � � � � 

Off ers a signifi cant improvement over just plugging your hi-fi  into 
the wall, allowing your system to sound more positive and confi dent.
Type Cable + block Mains fi lter Yes No. of plugs 6

Audioquest Jitterbug £40
April 2016 � � � � �

Though it looks insubstantial, when plugged into a USB port it works 
wonders fi ltering signal noise to allow a more solid and precise sound.
Type USB Mains fi lter No No. of plugs n/a

Mail Order Direct  • 60 Day Money Back Guarantee • Cable Upgrade Scheme • Free Delivery (within UK Mainland)

“I had planned to just play a couple of tracks...  
It sounded so good I played several albums!”
A Naunton, online review

Call: 01539 797300 or visit www.russandrews.com/tt1
ORDER YOURS NOW! £104 for 0.5m pair 

60 DAY MONEY
BACK GUARANTEE

TT-1™
TURNTABLE CABLE M A D E  W I T H

K I M B E R  K A B L E

Tacima CS947 £45
September 2015  � � � � �

Great value, the highlight being how well it allows for greater detail, 
attack and dynamics. For the price, it’s a brilliant entry-level purchase.
Type Block Mains fi lter Yes No. of plugs 6
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Rega Aria £800
December 2015 � � � � �

A phono stage of rare quality under £1000, the Rega Aria will perform 
superbly – as long as the rest of your system is suitably talented.
Type MM, MC Dimensions (hwd) 8 x 22 x 32cm

Cyrus Phono Signature/PSX-R2 £1900
May 2016 � � � � �

Partnered with the PSX-R2 power supply and a suitably talented 
turntable, the Signature sounds great. It’s a top-class phono stage.
Type MM, MC Dimensions (hwd) 7 x 22 x 36cm

PHONO AMPLIFIERS CONTINUED

Rega Fono MM Mk2 £200
Best phono stage, Awards 2015 � � � � �

Although it lacks the detail of other similarly priced phono amps, the 
Rega Fono more than justifi es its price in terms of dynamics and scale.
Type MM  Dimensions (hwd) 7 x 4 x 33cm

SPEAKER CABLES
ONE OF THE MOST COST-EFFECTIVE UPGRADES YOU CAN MAKE

Audioquest FLX-SLiP 14/4 £5.80/m
November 2013 � � � � �

Not only is the FLX-SLiP 14/4 able to turn a corner no matter how tight, 
lest we forget, it’s also an incredibly easy cable to listen to as well.
Single or Bi-wire Single

AWARD 
WINNER



122 www.whathifi .com 

U
p

 to
 £

10
/m

£
10

/m
 a

n
d

 a
b

o
ve

U
p

 to
 £

2
0

0
£

2
0

0
 a

n
d

 a
b

o
ve

Soundstyle Z2 £70
November 2008 � � � � �

An ideal stand if you’re on a budget, the Z2s can boost your speakers’ 
detail, attack and openess for less than £100.
Top plate size (hwd) 125 x 166 x 3mm Height 57cm Fillable No

SPEAKER CABLES CONTINUED

SPEAKER STANDS
STAND-MOUNT SPEAKERS NEED THE BEST SUPPORT YOU CAN GET

QED XT40 £10/m
Awards 2014 � � � � �

Facilitates a detailed, balanced and authoritative sound with a 
full-bodied presentation that leaves competitors sounding lean.
Single or Bi-wire Single

Atacama Moseco 6 £120
Best speaker stand, Awards 2015 � � � � �

A speaker stand that impresses with how weighty and dynamic it allows 
systems to sound. Considering the price, it’s something of a steal.
Top plate size (wd) 130 x 170mm Height 60cm Fillable Yes

Custom Design FS104 Signature £200
September 2011 � � � � �

A stylish, reasonably priced stands that work across a variety of 
speakers. Buy Custom Design’s Inert Filler (£20) for the best results.
Top plate size (hwd) 220 x 260 x 4mm Height 60cm Fillable Yes

Q Acoustics 20 speaker stands £200
September 2014 � � � � �

Designed with QAs’ Concept 20 speakers in mind, the clever construction 
and elegant design ensures other speakers give their best too.
Top plate size (hd) n/a Height 66.5cm Fillable No

Chord Clearway £10/m
Best speaker cable, Awards 2015 � � � � �

Not the fl ashiest cable, its strength is aiding dynamics and musicality, 
as well as knitting instruments together for an enjoyable experience.
Single or Bi-wire Single

Wireworld Luna 7 £6.50/m
March 2014 � � � � �

A fi ne speaker cable, the Luna’s exciting presentation and all-round 
ability means it should sit well with a wide range of systems.
Single or Bi-wire Single

Atacama Duo 6 £65
February 2013 � � � � �

Easy to assemble (we suggest you mass-load the stand), these 
Atacamas help produce a detailed, clear and energetic sound.
Top plate size (wd) 130 x 170mm Height 60cm Fillable Yes

“The Mosecos may
just be our new
favourite aff ordable
speaker stands”

“£200 for a pair 
of speaker stands?
When they’re 
this good, 
we don’t mind”

“There’s something
elegant in the
Signature’s simplicity”

“The Z2 does
everything right at 
a reasonable price”

“Really good at letting
a system to do its
 job properly”

AWARD 
WINNER

PRODUCT 
OF THE YEAR

QED Ruby Anniversary Evolution £6/m
March 2014 � � � � �

Capable of delivering a jolt of excitement to a hi-fi  system, but can 
emphasise any harshness present in bright-sounding electronics.
Single or Bi-wire Single



DEALER FINDER
C

HESHIRE | C
OVENTRY | C

UM
BRIA | EAST Y

ORKSHIRE | LONDON | SUFFOLK   

123

123www.whathifi.com

COVENTRY

LONDON EAST YORKSHIRE

SUFFOLKCHESHIRE CUMBRIA

Centrally located in the heart of the midlands, we 
not only o�er some of the very best prices, but pride 
ourselves on the excellence of our service too. Why not 
call into our large three storey16th Century showroom for 
a demonstration in one of our three demo rooms where 
you can audition some of the world’s best analogue and 
digital Hi Fi and AV equipment, plus we stock one of the 
UK’s largest ranges of loudspeakers.

www.hi�x.co.uk 
New responsive web site now launched 
suitable for all display screens including 
tablets and mobiles of all sizes

Linn • Naim • Bowers & Wilkins • Rega • Rotel  
ProAc • Unison Research • Well Tempered

Dynavector • Moon • Michell • Classé

the audio room ...
Savile Street, Hull, HU1 3EF t: 01482 891375

w: www.theaudioroom.co.uk

delivery & installation, mail order and part 

exchange available

i p s w i c h  ( 0 1 4 7 3 )  6 5 5 1 7 1
w w w . s i g n a l s . u k . c o m

signals
hi-fi for grown-ups

arcam

linn

naim 

rega

and much more
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LONDON

WEST MIDLANDS

NORTH EAST

NORTH YORKSHIRE

WEST YORKSHIRE EAST MIDLANDS

ROKSAN - MONITOR AUDIO - MARANTZ 

DENON - YAMAHA - PROJECT - PIONEER 

ARCAM - REL - Q ACOUSTICS - PANASONIC 

RUARK AUDIO - MUSICAL FIDELITY 

GRADO - CANTON - BOSE

DEMONSTRATION AND INSTALL 

SERVICE AVAILABLE

www.ericwiley.co.uk
01977 556774 / 553066 

64 & 85 Beancroft Road, Castleford, WF10 5BS

LONDON EXETERNOTTINGHAM

AVON

LINN NAIM REGA

B+W PROAC FOCAL

MUSIC SYSTEMS CINEMAS

MULTIROOM/CONTROL

97 Sidwell Street, Exeter EX4 6RF

01392 491194 

www.gullifordhifi.co.uk

37 High Street, Aldridge

01922 457926

Ample Parking Tue-Sat 10 - 5.30pm

www.soundcinergy.co.uk

Exposure  Heed  Kudos
Lehmann  Linn  Marantz 
Michell  Monitor Audio  Naim  
Neat Nordost  Okki Nokki  
Ortofon Project  REL  Roksan



BRANDS INCLUDE Acoustic Research, Arcam, Audeze, Audio Research, Audiophile Base, Audioquest, Astell&Kern Dagastino Inc, Bowers & Wilkins,
Classe Audio, Control 4, Devialet, EAT, Esoteric, JL Audio, Kaleidescape, KEF, Koetsu, Krell, Luxman, Mark Levinson, Martin Logan, Michell Engineering,
Musical Fidelity, NaimAudio, Oppo, PMC, Primaluna, Proac, Project, PS audio, Rotel, Ruark Audio, Sennheiser, SME, SONOS, Sonus Faber, Spectral Furniture,
Thorens, Quadraspire, Wilson Audio, Yamaha, andmanymore…

audiovenue.com

27 Bond Street, Ealing, LondonW5 5AS Ew5@audiovenue.com T 020 8567 8703
36 Queen Street, Maidenhead, Berkshire SL6 1HZ E info@audiovenue.com T 01628 633 995

0% INTEREST FREE CREDIT AVAILABLE, SUBJECT TO STATUS. PART EXCHANGEWELCOME.

Luxman D-06U
£5995.00

Astell&Kern AK500N
£6999.00

Esoteric K-03X
£11000.00

Musical Fidelity Encore all-in-one system
£3995.00

Proac D48R
£6125.00

Wilson Audio Sabrina
£16998.00

Bowers & Wilkins 803 D3
£12500.00



Exceeding expectations,
advising and installing
solutions to enhance
your listening and viewing
experiences from quality
brands including...

Rega
Arcam
Bowers
& Wilkins
KEF
Bose
Naim Audio
PMC
Neat
Acoustics
Sonos
Project
Loewe
Spectral
Denon HEOS

Marantz
Ruark
Samsung
UHDTV
Panasonic
Monitor
Audio
Linn
Meridian
Yamaha
Roksan
Audiolab
Musical
Fidelity
Quad

Visit our new website
or call us for advice...

musicmatters.co.uk

Birmingham 0121 429 2811
Solihull 0121 742 0254
Leamington Spa 01926 888 644
London 020 8420 1925
Stratford 01789 414 533

Specialists in sound & vision



DEALER FINDER
K

ENT | N
OTTINGHAM | SOUTH W

ALES 

127

127www.whathifi.com

KENT

SOUTH WALES NOTTINGHAM

home technology
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South Wales Hi-Fi, Unit 4, Riverbank Court, Newport Road, Trethomas,
Caerphilly, CF83 8BY – 02920 850 489 - paul@southwaleshifi .co.uk

www.southwaleshifi .co.uk

South Wales Hi-fi

Audiophile Base 

Clearaudio 

Exposure 

Futureglass 

Harbeth 

Ab&?b�KZ\dl 

Luxman 

Magnepan 

G^Zm�:\hnlmb\l 

Quad 

Quadraspire

Tannoy Prestige 

The Chord Company

Thorens
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To advertise here please call 
020 8267 5521

or email
jessica.sarfas@haymarket.com

YORKSHIRE

SURREY

INTERNET

CHESHIRE

97 Christleton Road, Chester, CH3 5UQ

B&W | Cyrus | Linn | Moon | Naim | PMC | Pro Ac | Rega | Ruark | Sugden | Sonos
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Back in November 2005 our big story was the 
first-ever group test of HD-ready TVs. We tested 
eight, from all the big names and all in 32in 
form. At the time this screen size was massively 
popular, and about as large as many people were 
willing to go. How things have changed.

Sony’s contender was the memorably titled 
KDLV32A12U. Our review trumpeted its single 
HDMI input and was impressed enough to give 
its component and scart inputs a prominent 
mention. We weren’t so taken with its picture 
quality though, criticising its motion handling 
and excess of noise. Sound quality was thin and 
insubstantial. Smart features? Such things were 
Star Trek territory back then. The cost of all this 
was a premium, but not outlandish, £1800. Yes. 
£1800. It seems a huge amount now but this 
Sony wasn’t even the priciest in the test. JVC – 
then a major contender in the TV market – 
offered an alternative 32in for two grand.

Today you can buy the Sony KDL-32WD603 
– this month’s group-test winner. It too has an 
HD-ready panel and, funnily enough, a thin and 
insubstantial sound. In every other respect it is 
light-years ahead of the old-timer. Picture quality 
is excellent: terrific insight, low noise and 
smooth motion. It’s loaded with smart features 
and well equipped, for the most part, although 
we’d like three HDMIs rather than just two.

The cost of all this loveliness? £300. As far as 
TVs go, things have never been better.

PEFC Certified

This product is 
from sustainably

managed forests and 
controlled sources

www.pefc.co.uk

Haymarket is certifi ed by BSI to environmental 

standard ISO14001 and energy management 

standard ISO50001.
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Huge progress: the KDL-32WD603 has a terrifi c 
picture and a bounty of internet-based services

Same size, but no comparison

THAT WAS THEN
SONY KDLV32A12U NOVEMBER 2005
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