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MOTORSPORT makes its mark again in this issue of Volkswagen 
Driver, with the start of a new competition season and, if all goes 
well with our plans, as well as coverage of Rally Mexico, 12HR 
Mugello and Retro Rallycross, you’ll also be able to read reports 
from the first rounds of the BTCC and Volkswagen Racing Cup. 

That’s actually no mean feat, because both those latter events 
took place over the Easter Bank Holiday weekend, when no-one is 
supposed to be working and – according to the production deadlines 
– all the final page layouts of the magazine should have been cleared 

for press on the previous Thursday evening. 
So, how was it possible? Hard work by our team of motorsport photographers and 

contributors, a Sunday and/or Monday spent editing by yours truly, and a very busy Tuesday 
morning for Ian Fermor, our dedicated graphic designer, putting it all together to get it off to 
press by lunchtime. If all went well, then it’s as close to the wire in terms of topicality as a 
monthly magazine can ever be. If, on the other hand, there are two sequences of three blank 
pages in this issue, then you’ll know that it didn’t go quite according to plan…

OUR FIRST FULL TEST of the new Passat in this issue, and it certainly lives up to expectations. 
It seemed to be on a roll, with the accolade of European Car of the Year at the Geneva Show 
last month and it was in the shortlist of three and hotly tipped for the title of World Car of the 
Year, to be announced at the New York Motor Show on the Thursday before Easter, just as we 
were finishing our news pages. 

Volkswagen’s UK PR staff were certainly all a-quiver with the expectation of a big 
announcement that might need to be made, before they could break for a weekend of 
chocolate egg-eating, and the only question was whether the announcement was at  
1.30 pm GMT time or New York USA time, because there is a big difference…

Sadly, that didn’t come to pass, as the news eventually filtered through at about 2 pm 
(GMT) that the Mercedes-Benz C-class had pipped it to the post instead, which rather upset 
our plans for the lead story, although it did mean that we didn’t have to re-write several 
paragraphs of our Passat test. 

To be fair, though, the Volkswagen Group has rather dominated the proceedings in the 
World Car of the Year awards for the last four years, with the Audi A3 the winner in 2014, 
while in 2013 it was the VW Golf and in 2012 it was the VW up! Someone else (it doesn’t really 
matter who) got it in 2011, because the Polo was the winner in 2010 and the Golf in 2009. 
Maybe, this year, they thought it was time to give someone else a chance…

I SPENT a very pleasant day recently in the company of the SEAT UK press steam, based at the 
Bracelands site near Coleford in the Wye Valley, driving the Leon X-Perience soft-roader. A 
stylish Leon ST Estate with 2.0 TDI and 4WD, it was well up to job of touring around the roads, 
lanes and gravel trails of the Forest of Dean, and it will be interesting to see how the new 
Passat Alltrack and Golf Alltrack compare when we drive them at the international launch in 
Malaga in a couple of weeks time. 

I’ll check first, to see what sort of wildlife they have in Malaga, because it was quite a 
surprise to round a corner on the forest trail, to be confronted by a family of rather ferocious-
looking wild boar. Especially as we’d been eating one just the night before, I thought it best to 
stay in the car, lest the roles be reversed!   NEIL BIRKITT
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NEWS

Special 
Beetle 

concepts
At the recent new York International 
Auto Show (April 3-12) Volkswagen 
revealed four concepts for new special 
edition versions of the Beetle, with the 
presentation of two coupés and two 
cabriolets. 

The Beetle Cabriolet Denim concept 
comes with a ‘Stonewashed blue metallic’ 
paintwork, with the hood in dark blue 
with a special denim-style fabric texture, 
while the Beetle Wave concept, finished 
in striking ‘Habanero orange metallic’, 
is said to reflect the American spirit on 
the East and West coast beaches of the 
USA. The design of the centre seat panels 
reflects fabric patterns from the 1950s and 
60s, and it has a genuine wood dashpad 
designed in traditional surfboard style.

Distinctly feminine in its appearance, 
the Beetle Pink Edition is claimed to be  
‘a car for style-conscious people around 
the globe’. Finished in ‘Fuschine metallic’, 
the bright pink body colour contrasts with 
exterior and interior elements in black, 
chrome and aluminium.

Much more performance oriented  
is the Beetle R-Line Concept, powered by 
a 220 PS 2.0-litre TSI engine and painted 
in ‘Oryx white pearl effect’ with its 
independent bumpers and wrap-around 
body panelling in high-gloss black. It 
also has a black diffuser and a large rear 
spoiler while, inside, it has sports bucket 
seats and leather-carbon look highlights.  

Golf AlltrAck
Also previewed at the New York Motor show, 
was the new Golf Alltrack, considered to be 
‘a genuine trendsetter in the series of station 
wagon models offered in the UsA’. It’s based 
on the Golf SportWagen, with increased ride 
height and more ground clearance, wheelarch 
trims, flared side sills, underbody protection, 
newly designed bumpers and numerous other 

independent exterior and interior features. 
The Golf Alltrack has 4Motion all-wheel drive 
and an off-road driving profile as standard  
and is powered by a 1.8 TSI petrol engine with 
170 PS, combined with either a 6-speed manual 
or a 6-speed DSG transmission. 

In Europe, the Golf Alltrack will also be 
offered with three TDI engines spanning a 
power range from 110 PS to 184 PS. 

News MAY.indd   2 02/04/2015   15:59
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NEWS – NEW HQ FOR VW FINANCIAL SERVICES (UK) LTD.

One  
Delaware  
Drive VW Financial Services (UK) Ltd now 

has a new headquarters building

Photos: Neil Birkitt

Wednesday, March 11, 2015 saw a 
significant milestone for Volkswagen Group 
UK, with the opening of a new headquarters 
building for VW Financial Services (UK) Ltd, 
at One Delaware Drive, Tongwell, Milton 
Keynes.

Following a detailed site tour, the opening  
ceremony to unveil a contemporary plaque  
within the reception area, and the subsequent 
press briefing, was attended by the Secretary 
of State for Business, Innovation and Skills, 
The Rt. Hon. Dr Vince Cable MP, as well as 
His Excellency Ambassador Dr. Peter Ammon 
(German Ambassador to the Court of St. 
James), Graham Wheeler (CEO VW Financial 
Services (UK) Ltd) and Albert van den Burgh 
(CFO VW Financial Services (UK) Ltd). 

Also in attendance were Councillor  
Peter Marland (Leader of Milton Keynes 
Council) and Councillor Derek Eastman 
(Mayor of Milton Keynes) and The Rt. Hon. 
Mark Lancaster MP for Milton Keynes North.

Following seven years of significant 
growth (with an increase of 40 per cent in 
two years) to a portfolio size of £11 billion,  
the new £36 million office premises has been 
designed to facilitate the growth strategy and 
provide enough space for its development 
over the next 20 years. 

Demonstrating a significant commitment 
to investment in the UK automotive industry 
and in the future of Milton Keynes by VWFS, 

while supporting Volkswagen’s worldwide 
aim to become the number one seller of 
vehicles by 2018, the impressive four-storey 
building, with 100,000 sq.ft. of floor space, 
reflects the requirements of the major 
global automotive player, and comes with 
the coveted BREEAM (Building Research 
Establishment Environmental Assessment 
Methodology) A (‘excellent’) rating.

CEO Graham Wheeler said: ‘Our move 
to the new purpose-built site marks the 
commitment of VW Financial services (UK) 
Ltd (VWFS) to the UK automotive industry  
and Milton Keynes. The new building will 
allow VWFS to remain close to its sister 
company, Volkswagen Group, and provide 
enough space for the company to grow 
incrementally over the next 20 years. This 
would secure the future of VWFS as a major 
contributor to the economy.’

Secretary of State for Business, Innovation 
and Skills, The Rt. Hon. Dr Vince Cable MP, 
said: ‘This significant investment in Milton 
Keynes has already created 350 jobs and is 
very welcome. Along with the company’s 
ownership of Bentley, it demonstrates 
Volkswagen’s continuing commitment to  
the UK and is a vote of confidence in the 
skills of our workforce. The availability 
of finance plays a substantial part in the 

ABOVE (R to L): The Rt. Hon Dr Vince Cable MP, 
His Excellency Ambassador Dr Peter Ammon 
(German Ambassador to the Court of St James)  
Graham Wheeler (CEO VW Financial Services 
(UK) Ltd) and Albert van den Burgh (CFO VW 
Financial Services (UK) Ltd) officially open the 
Volkswagen Financial Services (UK) Ltd. New 
Head Office, Milton Keynes.

VWFS.indd   1 02/04/2015   15:33
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strong market for new cars in this country 
and helps contribute to the success of our 
automotive industry.’

Designed by award-winning architects 
pHp, with interior design by Scott Brownrigg, 
the impressive new building, in Delaware 
Drive within easy walking distance of VW HQ 
and the previous Brunswick House building, 
had sustainability built in from day one, 
with a long-term view to accommodate the 
company’s projected growth. This was done 
while setting the standard for best practice in 
sustainable building design, construction and 
operation, with low-carbon and low-impact 
design.

Stylish design features abound through-
out the building, both inside and out. 
Externally, the new building’s geometry was 

dictated partly by the site configuration but 
also to reflect the VWFS heritage within the 
automotive industry, featuring sleek curves 
intersected by straight lines and planes to 
create a high quality, fluid form where more 
of the detail is revealed the closer you get to 
the building.

VOLKSWAGEN FINANCIAL SERVICES 
(UK) LTD is a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Volkswagen Financial Services AG, which 
is in turn 100 per cent owned by Volkswagen 
AG, the global vehicle manufacturer. 

Volkswagen Financial Services (UK) Ltd 
comprises Volkswagen Financial Services, 
Volkswagen Insurance Services, Volkswagen 
Group Leasing and Volkswagen Bank. 

VWFS now finances six out of 10 
Volkswagen Group car sales to private 
consumers, with the VW Golf and Polo, along 
with the Audi A3 and A1, consistently rating 
in the top 20 most popular vehicles in the UK, 
because of their affordability and reliability. 

VWFS is also a major lender to the fleet 
and business market, with its Volkswagen, 
Audi, ŠKODA and SEAT vehicles regularly the 
preferred choice for many businesses and 
public sector organisations. In 2014, VWFS 
Fleet was placed 6th in the Fleet News FN50 
contract hire and leasing companies in the 
UK, making it the fastest growing leasing 
company with the aid of an acquisition.

VWFS also caters for VW Commercial 
Vehicles, Bentley, Bugatti, Lamborghini and, 
most recently, Porsche Financial Services  
in the UK.

In addition, VWFS has also seen its used  
car finance increase by a third in the past  
four years, giving it just over a 19 per cent  
share of the automotive finance and insurance 
market in the UK. 

VWFS currently employs 650 people, 
dealing with over 290,000 finance contracts, 
over 320,000 insurance and aftersales 
contracts, £4.2 billion of retail and fleet 
lending, 42.3 per cent new vehicle 
penetration and has a total contract portfolio 
of 1.2 million customers. VWFS was recently 
awarded 25th Best Places to Work® 2014, 
Large Category.

VWFS.indd   2 02/04/2015   15:33
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In addition to extensive office space, 
mostly open-plan, with numerous meeting 
rooms and flexible working spaces, the 
site also provides an extensive secure staff 
car park with bike storage, a large staff 
restaurant, with separate leisure and lounge 
rooms on each floor and a theatre style 

conference centre and auditorium. 
The ground floor features the main 

reception area, just past which is the Kombi 
Café area with a unique Split-screen van 
converted into a servery for snacks and 
drinks, along with welcoming spaces for 
guests and visitors with informal lounge 

areas for meetings. Sited on this floor are the 
Sales, New Business, Banking Services and 
Facilities Management teams.

The First floor, housing the VW Group 
leasing, Fleet Customer Services, Corporate 
Communications, Strategic Change and 
Finace teams, sees a combination of work 

‘ The impressive new building 
had sustainability built in from 
day one, with a long-term view 
to accommodate the company’s 
projected growth...’

VWFS.indd   3 02/04/2015   15:33
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stations, meeting spaces, ‘breakout’ and 
‘touchdown’ areas, while the second floor 
houses Development, Risk & Corporate and 
HR staff, with divider walls concealing 
printer rooms, refreshment hubs and 
meeting rooms. Similarly equipped, the third 
floor houses Business Alignment & Portoflio 
and IT Services staff.

Innovative design features can be found 
throughout the building, from the ‘wall of 
mirrors’ on the ground floor, VW-themed 
murals and illustrations on walls, with an 
extensive array of model Beetles on one 
wall arranged in the pattern of the sound 
signature of a Beetle exhaust, and another 
composed of an array of different coloured 
rear spoilers. On one meeting room table, 
the power sockets are concealed beneath a 
variety of actual fuel filler flaps, while other 

meeting rooms have a classic Beetle indicator 
lamp on the door post to indicate when they 
are occupied.

Outside there are large landscaped 
green spaces while staff and visitors can 
also benefit from cycle racks, with nearby 
changing areas and showers, and charge 
points for electric vehicles, encouraging green 

ways of travelling to work. The whole site 
promotes well-being with tranquil outdoor 
spaces, ensuring a smaller carbon footprint 
than a conventional building of its size. 

The green theme extends to the use of the 
latest energy efficient technology, with 82 
solar panels on the rooftop producing 40,000 
KW per year that are sold back by VWFS to the 
National Grid. It has LED lighting throughout, 
a quiet generator in the plant room, and a 
full building management system which can 
turn off the heating and air-conditioning 
when it detects there is no-one there.

With the new building at One Delaware 
Drive fully established, the previous building 
at Brunswick Court will be refurbished to 
a similar standard and transformed into a 
state-of-the-art facility to give the Customer 
Experience Team its own working space.  III

VWFS.indd   4 02/04/2015   15:33
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NEWS

The laTesT VW Passat and Passat estate 
models, on sale in the UK since January, 
are now available to Motability customers. 
a range of engine and trim options are to 
be offered on the scheme, and advance 
Payments start from just £999. 

Both the 120 PS 1.6 TDI and 150 PS 2.0 TDI 
with manual and DSG automatic gearboxes 
are available on Motability in S, SE and SE 
Business trims, and in Saloon and Estate 
body styles. 

New OptiONs packs
Volkswagen’s award-winning online 
configurator, which allows customers to 
design their perfect car from the comfort of 
their own home, or on the move via a tablet or 
smartphone, is designed to make choosing the 
specification of a new car as easy as possible. 

But even when the right car is configured 
there’s the question of optional extras – those 
finishing touches that make all the difference. 
To aid the selection of the right personalisation, 
Volkswagen has bundled frequently ‘bought 
together’ factory-fitted options into packs 
which are then offered at a competitive prices, 
saving customers at least 20 per cent on the 
price of buying the options individually. 

A new brochure, available at Volkswagen 
Retailers, details options packs for four of 
Volkswagen’s best-selling models: the up!, Polo, 
Golf and Tiguan. When configuring a car online, 
these packs are automatically suggested to 
ensure that the customer gets the best value 
option. 

A range of packs are available, including: 

up! – Park and Convenience Pack – which 
combines City Emergency Braking, parking 
sensors and Maps & More for £695 (£870 when 
bought separately). 

Polo – Convenience Pack – combines Light 
& Sight Pack (auto-dimming rear-view mirror, 
automatic headlights, coming/leaving home 
function and rain sensor) plus electrically 
foldable door mirrors) for £225 (£310 separately).
golf – Parking Pack with Park Assist, rear-view 
camera and multifunction colour display;  
Tech Pack with ‘Dynaudio Excite’ sound pack 
and Discover Navigation Pro (prices depend 
on model).
Tiguan – Convenience Pack – which combines 
Keyless Entry, Lane Assist with cruise control 
and electrically foldable door mirrors for £950 
(£1,205 when bought separately).

Volkswagen’s Product Marketing Manager, 
Simon Lynch, comments: ‘We know our cars 
come with plenty of features as standard 
but we recognise customers also want to 
personalise their cars, choosing the options 
which are right for them and suit their lifestyle, 
needs and requirements. To make this easier 
and offer greater value, we’ve looked at the 
most popular options and bundled them into 
packs – and reduced the prices. This means 
customers spend less time as well as money 
when choosing the perfect Volkswagen.’ 

For full details of the new options packs,  
visit www.volkswagen.co.uk.

Volkswagen offers Motability customers a 
wide range of models, from the up! city car, 
through the Polo, Golf, Golf SV, Tiguan, Jetta, 
Scirocco, CC and Beetle to the Touran and 
Sharan people carriers. 

The brand is also participating in five 
Motability roadshows this year, starting with 
the One Big event at Eventcity, Manchester on 
Friday May 8 and Saturday May 9, followed 
by the One Big Day at Yorkshire Event Centre 
on Saturday June 6. 

Motability Operations manages the 
worry-free Motability Scheme for over 
600,000 disabled people and their families. 
Anyone who receives the Higher Rate Mobility 
Component of the Disability Living Allowance 
or the War Pensioners’ Mobility Supplement 
can exchange this monthly payment to 
lease a brand-new car, scooter or powered 
wheelchair through the Motability Scheme. 
For more information on Motability call  
0800 093 1000 or visit www.motability.co.uk 

Passats now available to  
Motability customers

GOlf estate alltrack 
aNd r prices
ReceiVed Too laTe to update our price 
listings pages this month, Volkswagen 
UK has just announced prices for the 
forthcoming alltrack and R versions of the 
Golf estate. Prices for the 184 PS 2.0-litre TDI-
engined GTD Estate are still to be announced.

We’ll have further details in the June 
issue, when we’ll also be reporting on 
our first drives of all three models, at the 
international press launch.

golf alltrack 1.6 TDI BMT  
110 PS 4Motion 6-speed manual    £26,790

golf alltrack 2.0 TDI BMT  
150 PS 4Motion 6-speed manual    £28,155

golf alltrack 2.0 TDI BMT  
184 PS 4Motion 6-speed auto DSG   £30,595

golf estate R 2.0 TsI BMT  
300 PS 4Motion 6-speed auto DSG    £33,585

News MAY.indd   4 02/04/2015   17:57
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NEWS

New Head Of service 
aNd parts, vw cv
VolKsWaGen commercial Vehicles 
has appointed Trevor hodgson-Phillips 
as its new head of service and Parts, 
responsible for driving the brand’s 
aftersales activities in the UK. 

Trevor joined the Volkswagen Group 
in 2000 and has since progressed through 
management roles at Volkswagen 
Passenger Cars and most recently ŠKODA 
as Head of Planning.  

Trevor succeeds Kevin Rendell, who 
assumes the position of Head of Customer 
Quality and Network Development for 
Volkswagen Passenger Cars.

Off-rOad ambulaNces
VolKsWaGen commercial Vehicles has recently supplied a mix 
of caddy, T5 Transporter and amarok models to nhs highland 
estates, responsible for maintaining healthcare facilities 
throughout 10,000 square miles of remote scottish regions.

Among the seven new models added to the fleet, working along- 
side the current Caddy C20, Caddy C20 Maxi, Caddy C20 Kombi and 
Transporters, are an Amarok pick-up and a Transporter 4MOTION – 
both selected for their ability to deal with the sort of rugged terrain 
that NHS Highland Estates drivers experience on a daily basis. 

Volkswagen Commercial Vehicles has also supplied a fully 
converted Amarok to the East Midlands Ambulance Service (EMAS) 
which covers an area of 6,425 square miles and caters for 4.8 million 
people, a challenge made even tougher by having some of the most 
remote roads in England.

Working in partnership with EMAS, the Volkswagen Group 
Emergency Services team designed and commissioned the build 
of the new response vehicle. In addition to the Amarok’s standard 
features, such as four-wheel drive and the ability to drive through 
water up to 500 mm deep, the one-off ambulance is equipped with 
life-saving medical equipment and a load area designed to allow 
safe transportation of patients.

recOrd samba
a 1955 Volkswagen Type 2 (T1) samba Microbus sold for £67,500 at 
silverstone auction’s Race Retro sale on February 21, becoming the 
highest selling VW Type 2 samba in europe, although it had been 
estimated at £70,000-£80,000.

Registration SGP 62, it is an original RHD bus imported in 
November 1955 by John Colborne-Baber, founder of the original VW 
dealership in the UK, Colborne Garages of Ripley. Colborne-Baber 
used it as personal transport for many years, but it was then stored 
for 30 years before being rediscovered in the West Country and 
professionally restored.

A new bespoke period-correct Devon interior (by VW expert Kevin 
Morgan) has been used, with the correct Osokool fridge and Dudley 
stove, along with upholstery and trim by VW experts Trimshack and 
body and paintwork by Smiths VW. 

Although mostly to original external specification, it now has a 
2015cc twin-carb engine built by VW expert John Gurney, dual-circuit 
brakes with CSP front discs, independent rear suspension, radial 
tyres, 12-volt electrics, integrated front and rear indicators (working 
semaphores are still in place), engine bay fire suppressant system  
and front and rear seatbelts. 

New t6
The oFFicial world premiere of the sixth-generation Transporter is due for april 15, the 
very day that this issue officially goes on sale, so we’ll have to wait until the June issue to 
feature it in any great detail. 

In the meantime, though, Volkswagen Commercial Vehicles has revealed a sketch of  
the T6 and we had some clues to its appearance in the form of the Tristar double-cab pickup 
which we featured in the news pages of the March issue.

The new T6, due on general sale later in 2015, is the latest of a long and successful 
lineage which began some 65 years ago, back in 1950, with the first models built alongside 
the Beetle in Wolfsburg before production began at a new facility in Hanover in 1956. 

Dr. Eckhard Scholz, Chairman of the Brand Board of Management of Volkswagen 
Commercial Vehicles, said: ‘The production launch of the T1 represented the beginning of a 
long success story that has lasted right up to today. In the past, as well as the present, there 
is market demand for extremely reliable, versatile and individual vehicles. We deliver them 
in top quality and precisely tailored to every need – whether the vehicle is for trades work,  
a retail or service business, family or recreation.’

The new T6 will be presented to the press at an event in Amsterdam on April 15,  
and we’ll be reporting about it in more detail in the June issue of Volkswagen Driver.
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NEWS 

This yeaR’s GTi meeting at Wörthersee in 
austria (May 13-16) will see the presentation 
of a very special show car, a highly modified 
Golf GTi – part of a project currently being 
undertaken by a team of 13 Volkswagen 
apprentices from Wolfsburg.

The show car is the result of a training 
project used by the vocational training 
organisation at Volkswagen to improve the 
knowledge and skills of its future specialists. 
The ‘Wörthersee GTI 2015’ team consists of 
apprentices in five training vocations: four 
vehicle interior fitters from Sitech Sitztechnik 
(the Volkswagen Group company specialising 
in the development and production of vehicle 
seats), two vehicle paint technicians, four 
automotive mechatronics technicians, one 
media designer and two budding process 
technicians specialising in plastics and 
rubber engineering.

The work of the four women and nine 
men started last autumn when they collected 
a body-in-white from the Golf bodyshell 
production unit. The 17- to 25-year-olds had 
already exchanged their own personal ideas 
about the GTI and together developed an 
idea of how their dream GTI should look, 
sound and feel. ‘In many individual steps, 
our young trainees are creating a unique 
Golf GTI that will bear their signature both in 
its interior and on the outside,’ says project 
manager Holger Schülke.

Over the past few months, the young 
women and men have inspected the 
components in stock, held discussions with 
experts within the company in fields such as 
design, plastic parts production and special 

a special Gti fOr wörtHersee

red dOt desiGN award
The laTesT (B8) Vw Passat saloon and estate and the golf sV are among this year’s winners  
of the highly regarded international Red Dot Design award in the Product Design category.
The award jury is made up of renowned designers, design professors and design journalists  
from 25 countries, including the Uk, all of whom are experts in their field and completely neutral 
in their decision-making.

Widely recognised as a seal of quality for outstanding design, particularly in the field of 
product design, the Red Dot Design Award is celebrating its 60th anniversary this year. To mark 
the occasion, a particularly star-studded jury was engaged to judge the Red Dot Award: Product 
Design 2015. 

In an evaluation process s panning several days, assessing 4,928 entries from 56 countries,  
the team of 38 experts awarded the sought-after seal of quality for good design, the ‘Red Dot’,  
to 1,240 products, although only 81 entries were bestowed the honour of the top award, the  
‘Red Dot: Best of the Best’, while 122 won an Honourable Mention for a particularly well-executed 
aspect of design work.

The formal presentation of awards will take place at the Red Dot Gala at 6 pm on June 29, 2015 
in the Aalto-Theater in Essen, Germany. A special exhibition ‘Design on Stage – Winners Red Dot 
Award: Product Design 2015’ will run from June 30 – July 26, 2015 in the Red Dot Design Museum  
in Essen. For more details see www.en.red-dot.org/

The members of the Wörthersee Team 2015 by training vocations: Vehicle interior fitters: Alexander Giesbrecht, Kay-Vivian 
Erhardt (both Volkswagen), Alexander Roser and Jana Peil (both Sitech Sitztechnik). Vehicle paint technicians: Celine Raditsch, 

Darius Pesel. Automotive mechatronics technicians: André Haase, Samuel Pili, Jan Quiring, Julian Lucht. Media designer: 
Hendryk Riedel. Process technicians specialising in plastics and rubber engineering: Melina Svoboda, Sebastian Del Giudice.

painting and have also talked to specialist 
suppliers.

Work on the Wörthersee GTI has already 
made considerable progress. Some steps 
such as the production of attachments 
or the manual painting of the vehicle 
are being completed by the apprentices 
themselves. In addition to conceptual design 
and co-operation with other company 
departments, this is a key feature of this 
special vehicle project of Volkswagen’s 
vocational training organisation at the 
Wolfsburg plant.

The Wörthersee event regularly sees an 
audience of many thousands of car and GTI 

fans from all over Europe. Previous projects 
displayed at the Wörthersee event include the 
GTI Black Dynamic that was shown in 2012 
and the GTI Wolfsburg Edition in 2014.

At this stage, the team don’t want 
to reveal any further details about the 
appearance of their car or technical features 
of the running gear, engine, interior, seating 
or sound system, but Schülke and his young 
colleagues are convinced that their unique 
GTI will make a spectacular appearance at 
the Wörthersee meeting. Holger Schülke 
emphasized that ‘The apprentices have opted 
for an innovative colour scheme that will call 
for considerable skill and precision...’ 
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Passat GT 2.0 TDI BMT 
(190) SCR 6-speed DSG

ROAD TEST

Well worthy of its European Car of the Year accolade, the new Passat 
provides enhanced prestige along with better performance, comfort 
and fuel efficiency, whichever specification you choose…

18    VOLKSWAGEN DRIVER MAY 2015 www.volkswAgendriverMAg.co.uk

6-speed manual or 6- or 7-speed DSG auto 
transmission. Top of the range is the 240 PS  
2.0-litre bi-turbo unit, with 7-speed DSG and  
4Motion four-wheel drive system. All engines 
are EU6 compliant and come with the 
BlueMotion Technology (BMT) features of 
Stop/Start and energy recuperation.

This summer, the UK will also see a fuel-
efficient (78 mpg) BlueMotion with 120 PS 1.6 
TDI engine and aerodynamic aids, as well as 
an off-road style Alltrack four-wheel-drive 
version of the Estate. A plug-in hybrid GTE 
version, with both a 1.4 TSI petrol engine and 
an electric motor, will follow in October 2015. 

Our test car was the Saloon GT, powered 
by the 190 PS version of the 2.0-litre (1968 cc)  
four-cylinder 16-valve TDI engine, in 
conjunction with the 6-speed DSG auto trans-
mission. Extensively redesigned for greater 
efficiency and equipped with a turbocharger 

Only recently announced as the winner 
of the european car of the year award for 
2015, the new Passat was subject to high 
expectations as it arrived for a week-long 
road test in mid-March. We’d driven 
examples already, on the international 
press launch in Sardinia back in early 
October 2014, and at a UK driving day in 
early January this year, both reported 
previously in our pages, but neither was 
extensive enough to do more than sample 
its abilities. 

Clearly, though, here’s a car that is much 
improved over its already very competent 
predecessor. The eighth generation of saloon 
and estate cars to bear the name Passat, this 
latest model is significantly re-engineered, 
now based on the same MQB platform 
structure as the Mk 7 Golf. With the similar 
benefits of lighter and stronger construction 

techniques, new technologies, sharper and 
stronger styling inside and out, it also has a 
range of new engines with more power and 
better fuel economy. 

The MQB construction has helped  
reverse the trend towards bigger and heavier, 
with the new saloon actually 2 mm shorter 
overall than previously, although the wheel-
base is longer by 79 mm (over 3 inches) and 
the bodyshell is 12 mm wider, improving 
legroom, headroom and increasing luggage 
capacity, while unladen weight is reduced  
by as much as 85 kg in some cases. 

With petrol-engined Passats previously 
accounting for only a small proportion of 
sales, the new Passat is only available here 
in the UK with diesel engines; the new 
EA288 series, ranging from the 120 PS 1.6 TDI 
through two 2.0-litre units with either 150 or 
190 PS, all with front-wheel drive and either 
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The model range comprises five trim  
levels from the entry-level S through Se 
and Se Business, gT and up to r-line, with 
separate Bluemotion, alltrack and gTe 
models to follow.

Standard features on all S models and above  
include Composition Media with Generation 
2 DAB radio, Hampshire cloth upholstery, 
lumbar support, knee airbags, rear side airbags,  
Post-Collision Braking System, mis-fuelling 
prevention, Driver alert system, 16-inch Aragon 
alloy wheels with 215/60 R16 tyres, MDI iPod 
connectivity, Bluetooth, keyless start and a 
leather-trimmed multifunction steering wheel.

The SE and above adds Kensington 
cloth interior, an Ergo Comfort driver’s seat, 
Diamond silver decorative inserts on the dash, 
Driver Profile Selection, 17-inch London alloy 
wheels with 215/55 R17 tyres, Adaptive Cruise 
Control including Front Assist, Pre-Crash system, 
front and rear parking sensors and Dusk and 
rain sensor, while the SE Business (+£700), 
which is aimed primarily at fleet drivers, comes  
with Discover Navigation, front fog lights, 
heat-insulating tinted rear glass and remote 
electrically folding door mirrors.

The GT, as tested here, adds heated front 
seats trimmed with Alcantara and Vienna 
leather side bolsters, three-zone climate 
control, ambient lighting and a colour multi-
function display as well as front fog lights 
with cornering function and 18-inch Oxford 
Anthracite alloy wheels with 235/45 R18 self-
sealing tyres as standard. The GT 4Motion 
with the 240 PS 2.0 bi-turbo engine also comes 
with DCC suspension, LED headlights and 
DRLs, and trapezoid exhaust tailpipes.

The range-topping R-Line boasts special 
design features including the R-Line body kit 
comprising special front and rear bumpers, 
radiator grille and side skirts, front fog lights, 
18-inch Monterrey alloys with 235/45 R18 
self-sealing tyres, trapezoid exhaust tailpipes, 
special R-Line seats and stainless-steel pedal 
covers and door sill panels.

and exhaust manifold integrated into the 
cylinder head, it develops its maximum 
power of 190 PS over a range between 3500 
to 4000 rpm. With a substantial 400 Nm of 
torque from as low as 1750 rpm up to 3250 
rpm, this new engine has a dual identity – 
tractable and restrained at low speeds, but 
with plenty of performance when pushed.

For improved emissions control, the  
190 PS (and the 240 PS) 2.0 TDI comes with  
an SCR (Selective Catalytic Reduction) catalytic 
converter. This converts the nitrogen oxides 
(NOx) in the exhaust gas into nitrogen (N2) 
and water (H2O) by injecting synthetically 
produced AdBlue. This is stored in a 13-litre 
tank that has to be topped up every 9,000 km 
(approx. 5,600 miles), using the blue filler 
cap mounted under the flap alongside the 
standard diesel fuel filler. 

With 190 PS and 400 Nm, the Passat GT 
DSG promises ample performance, with 
Volkswagen quoting a top speed of 146 mph 
and a 0-62 mph time of 7.7 seconds. In our 
independent acceleration tests, we normally 

expect to improve upon those official figures 
by at least a tenth or so. That’s because 
Volkswagen quotes a 0-62 mph time (0-100 kph)  
and we record the traditional 0-60 mph, and 
because the official times are usually slightly 
conservative anyway. 

But we became quite concerned on this 
occasion; despite numerous attempts, we 
weren’t able to achieve better than 8.39 
seconds for the 0-60 time, hampered by DSG 
delay, transmission tramp and wheelspin. 
These standing-start acceleration test 
sessions are, by necessity, quite brutal, so 
we’d decided to defer rather than persist and 
cause any damage, but then we came across 
the road test of the sister car KS64 OXM, 
by Autocar back in February, where they’d 
experienced similar difficulties and recorded 
only 8.7 seconds for 0-60. 

Of course, such test figures are somewhat 
academic for a car of this nature, but it 
is indicative of the problem that you can 
experience in everyday driving. With a high-
power high-torque front-wheel drive car, 

‘ With 190 PS and 400 Nm, 
the Passat GT DSG promises 
ample performance,  
with Volkswagen quoting  
a top speed of 146 mph  
and a 0-62 mph time of  
7.7 seconds, although...’

‘ Clearly here’s a car that is much improved over 
its already very competent predecessor...’
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especially with DSG, a fast start into heavy 
traffic at a roundabout or junction can often 
be thwarted by loss of traction. Modulate the 
accelerator or use the DSG paddles to instantly 
flick to second gear, though, and you should 
be able to overcome the problem. It’s not 
surprising that the 240 PS 2.0 TDI only comes 
with the 4Motion drivetrain and we can’t help 
feel that this 190 PS version could also benefit.

In normal driving, though, the high torque 
provides ample mid-range response as well as 
low-speed tractability. The DSG transmission 
is especially well suited to crawling in heavy 
traffic and its effortless gearchanging makes 
for very swift and relaxed progress out on 
the open road and up to motorway cruising 
speeds. With high gearing of nearly 38 mph 
per 1000 rpm in sixth, it will ooze along at 
the legal limit with only 1850 rpm on the 
tachometer, providing obvious benefits in 
terms of fuel economy, especially when 
making use of the coasting function on the 
over-run, available with the DSG transmission 
when the Eco mode is selected. 

Overall, we recorded nearly 49 mpg, and 
on a deliberate efficiency drive, in Eco mode – 
cruising at 55-65 mph for a 60-mile motorway 
journey – we returned a genuine 64.5 mpg. 
Neither figure is as good as the official test 
cycle figures, which is no great surprise, but 
both were better than those recorded on the 
Autocar road test. Even assuming an average 
of 45 mpg, the 66-litre tank should be good 
for a range of well over 600 miles before 
refuelling. 

Of course, within this sort of test period, 
we didn’t need to replenish the AdBlue but 

we’ll be very interested to hear from owners 
running any of the SCR models in the longer 
term, about their experiences with it. From 
the advice in the owner’s manual it seems a 
messy business, and if the AdBlue is allowed 
to run too low then the engine will not 
restart.

We’ve already referred to the Driver 
Profile Selection (DPS) that provides Comfort, 
Normal, Sport, Eco and Individual programs, 
selected using the Mode switch sited on the 
top left-hand side of the gearshift panel.  
This position, residual from LHD models,  
just above the Stop/Start over-ride switch  
and traction control, is a little awkward as it 
is often out of sight due to the gearlever. You 
soon get used to it, after you’ve inadvertently 
switched off the traction control a few 
times, but surely the might of Volkswagen 
engineering and design could have moved 
them to the driver’s side for RHD cars. 

Each mode adjusts the engine manage-
ment to suit the required style of driving, but 
don’t expect Sport to adjust the suspension 

damping unless – like our test car – you  
also have the DCC (Dynamic Chassis Control) 
option, although Sport mode will add weight 
to the steering, provide slightly sharper 
accelerator response and the DSG ’box will 
adopt a more lively character. 

In Eco mode, the engine management,  
air-conditioning and ancillary systems are  
all adjusted for maximum fuel efficiency,  
and it engages the coasting function of the 
DSG gearbox for better fuel economy. Lift off 
the accelerator on downgrades or on the over-
run and the car will simply ‘glide’ with the 
engine at idle speed.

Despite its GT designation, there’s nothing 
particularly sporting about this Passat in its 
standard form. Aside from the larger wheels 
and tyres, it’s more of a trim level, although 
the suspension set-up associated with the 
MQB platform has been substantially refined, 
with a 30 mm wider track, stiffer subframe 
and coil-spring strut suspension at the front 
and a multilink rear axle on all models, plus 
anti-roll bars front and rear.
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‘ With high gearing of nearly 38 mph per 1000 rpm in sixth, it will ooze along at 
the legal limit with only 1850 rpm on the tachometer, providing obvious benefits 
in terms of fuel economy...’
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The handling can be further enhanced 
with the options of XDS (only standard on  
the 240 PS TDI) as well as DCC (Dynamic 
Chassis Control) and there is also a progressive 
steering element for the Passat’s electro-
mechanical steering system (available in  
the UK as part of the R-Line Sports pack). 

Another reminder about some confusing 
terminology. The Dynamic Chassis Control 
system (DCC) used to be commonly referred 
to as Adaptive Chassis Control (ACC) but that  
acronym is now used for Adaptive Cruise 
Control (standard on the Passat from SE up).  
This aids fuel economy by using cruise control  
to hold a steady speed, and is especially useful 
in areas with average speed limits, but it 
also provides a speed limiter and the safety 
features of Front Assist, a radar-controlled 
distance monitoring system, as well as City 
Emergency braking for lower speeds. 

Our test car came with the options of XDS 
(£185), essentially an advanced electronic 
modulation of the braking system to improve 
traction and enhance handling in tight 

bends, and DCC (£700) which provides a 
reduction in ride height of 10 mm as well 
as three settings for the adaptive damping 
system: ‘Comfort’, ‘Normal’ and ‘Sport’ 
selected through the DPS system.

A bit of a dilemma here because, while 
we’ve often championed the use of DCC on 
other models, for some of which we believe 
that it should be standard equipment, we 
didn’t really feel much benefit with the 
Passat. In Sport mode, rather than enhancing 
the handling significantly it felt overdamped, 
stiff and juddery while the Comfort mode 
made it feel too loose and floaty, although we 
shouldn’t forget that the system is adaptive 
and will to some degree self-adjust to the 
prevalent style of driving. 

In any case, a car of this type and size 
isn’t meant to be thrown around like a hot 
hatch, although its handling is confident 
and accurate, with quick turn-in and it holds 
its line well through fast bends. It is a fast 
executive cruiser rather than a sports saloon, 
its character more like the 30-something 
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executive who can still hold his own on 
the squash court, rather than the upstart 
salesman who has to win every traffic  
light grand prix…

Standard rolling stock on the Passat GT  
is a set of 8.0J x 18-inch Oxford Anthracite 
alloy wheels, fitted with 235/45 R18 tyres, in 
this case Continental’s ContiSport Contact 5  
with ContiSeal self-sealing function. In terms 
of performance, if this tyre is good enough  
for Tom Onslow-Cole to use on Milltek Sport’s  
modified Golf R for track days then it’s more  
than good enough for the Passat GT. Ironically, 
though, given the Conti’s self-sealing function 
which can cope with small punctures, the 
Passat also comes with a full-sized spare 
wheel and tyre stored beneath the boot floor; 
not only a full-sized spare, but also an alloy 
one at that. 

Speaking of boot space, we have no way 
of checking it independently, but Volkswagen 
claims that the five-seat saloon’s luggage 
compartment has been enlarged by 21 to 586 
litres, compared with its predecessor. The boot 
lid has remote-control opening from the key 
fob, and the 60:40 rear seat backs can now be 
folded down to extend the load capacity by 
pulling simple levers just under the top edge 
of the boot aperture. It’s a healthy size for a 
5-seat saloon, but if maximum luggage space 
is a high priority then you should be looking 
at the equivalent Estate, at a premium of 
£1510, which has a boot capacity of 650 litres 
(1,780 with the seats folded down).

However much load you carry, up to the  
total permitted vehicle weight of 2110 kg, the  
dynamic braking system, with 340 mm 
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vented front discs and 310 mm vented 
rears, is well up to standard, powerful and 
progressive, and it comes with all the usual 
electronic aids.

For several generations now, the Passat 
has had an electronic parking brake (EPB); 
that’s unchanged with the latest model, 
mounted on the centre console on the left-
hand side away from the driver. Another 
reminder, that this isn’t just a parking 
brake but also a very powerful emergency 
brake, so brief your passenger to keep their 
fingers away from it while on the move. 
The accompanying auto hold and hill hold 
functions are standard, useful in heavy 
traffic and on slopes. 

The Passat GT also comes with keyless 
start; so long as the keys are in the car, you 
just need  to use the push button on the 
centre console to start and stop the engine, 
although it’s a good idea to adopt a regular 
storage place for the keys, or any convenience 
gained is instantly lost when you have to 
rummage around for them when leaving the 
car. Note that this is separate from the fuel-
saving automatic stop/start system which is 
part of the Bluemotion Technology package; 
you can de-select that, if you so wish, using 
the switch on the left of the console. 

Inside, the GT builds on the SE trim  
level with additional features like Alcantara 
centre sections and leather bolsters for the 
ergoComfort front seats, with electrical 
adjustments on the driver’s side; although 
our test car came with the £675 Nappa 
leather upholstery pack which, incidentally, 
also provides sound-insulating safety glass 

on the front side and rear windows. The GT’s 
seats are heated in any case, with the test 
car also featuring an optional (£135) heated 
steering wheel, very welcome first thing on  
a cold morning.

The dash and door panels feature brushed 
aluminium inserts and there are Piano black 
decorative inserts on the centre console, 
as well as leather trim for the three-spoke 
multifunction steering wheel and the 
gearknob and gearshift gaiter. The Passat 
driver is well equipped with clocks, with 
an analogue timepiece buried in the centre 
of the dash, a digital representation of an 
analogue clock on the touchscreen and a 
digital readout in the instrument cluster.

Rear seat legroom has benefitted from the 
increase in wheelbase, with plenty of elbow 
and headroom too. Although configured 
for five seats across the rear, with three 
headrests and seat belts, the central location 
is compromised considerably by the central 
tunnel and the ventilation console. Even 
a child would be uncomfortable in that 

location for more than a short journey.
Equipment levels are high throughout, 

with the GT trim level featuring three-zone 
climate control, ambient lighting and a 
colour multifunction display, along with 
Bluetooth and audio connections, and it has 
the Discover Navigation system with 6.5-inch 
colour touchscreen as standard. The test car 
had been upgraded to the (£815) Discover 
Navigation Pro system with 8.0-inch colour 
touchscreen for the nav, along with DVD, 
CD and DAB radio functions. It also has the 
Mirrorlink provision, so that specific apps  
on an Android smartphone can be mirrored 
on the touchscreen display. 

The list of special options seems endless; 
our test car also had LED premium headlights 
with LED daytime running lights, curve lighting 
and headlight washers (£1,195) and the Driver’s  
Assistance Pack Plus (£1,195) which includes 
Lane Assist, Predictive Pedestrian Protection 
(camera and radar warning system, to detect 
pedestrians at the side of the road) Side Scan, 
Traffic Sign Recognition, Emergency Assist, 
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Dynamic Light Assist and Traffic Jam Assist. 
All of which were entertaining, but we hardly 
found them invaluable and no substitute for 
normal attentive driving skills.

Park Assist (£200) also provides automatic 
steering control for parallel or bay parking, 
and it’s very effective, but we often find that  
owners say they seldom use it beyond the 
first few demonstrations to friends and family. 
Some never come to terms with it at all. 
Probably the most useful item on the options 
list was the (£135) tyre pressure monitoring 
system; a major step up from the normal 
TPMS warning system, because it shows 
actual tyre pressures on each corner in real 
time on a graphic display on the touchscreen. 
You can pay more for a bolt-on aftermarket 
system.

Later in the year, the Passat will also be 
available with the option of an Active Info 
Display, essentially a full digital dash display 
rather like that of the latest Audi TT, replacing 
the traditional instrument cluster with a fully 
configurable interactive 12.3-inch TFT display. 

A head-up display will also become available, 
although prices aren’t yet known for either 
upgrade.

Even the Indium grey metallic paintwork 
on our test car was an option, costing £540. 
Indeed, on top of the standard on-the-road  
price of £29,380, another £5,775 was accounted 
for by all the special options, bringing the 
total price up to £35,155. For that sort of 
money, you could more than buy the GT with 
the 240 PS 2.0 bi-turbo 4Motion drivetrain at 
£34,510, especially as it comes with 7-speed 
DSG, DCC, XDS and LED headlights all as 
standard.

So, keep a rein on all those expensive 
options (and there are many more where 
they came from) and the Passat GT provides 
quite a high specification as standard, along 
with ample performance, comfort, prestige 
and good fuel economy for well under 
£30,000.

Although the Passat GT has the appeal of 
its extra equipment, it doesn’t really qualify 
so highly in the sporting stakes (note that 
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you can get GT trim with the 120 PS 1.6 TDI)  
and the SE or SE Business with 150 PS 2.0 TDI  
is probably the better value for money as a 
good all-rounder. Volkswagen themselves 
expect the SE with 150 PS 2.0 TDI and 6-speed 
manual gearbox to account for 60 per cent  
of fleet sales. 

From our firsthand experience of it so  
far, there’s no surprise that the new Passat 
was voted European Car of the Year, and even 
some extremely partisan Audi aficionados of 
our acquaintance have said that it is better 
than the A4; until a new A4 comes along,  
that is. 

The new Passat has certainly raised 
the game in the competitive fleet market, 
with this GT a credible rival to cars like the 
equivalent BMW 3-series, Mercedes C-Class, 
and Audi A4. But, as is increasingly the case, 
a lot of time needs to be spent examining the 
standard specifications of the different trim 
levels, engine/drivetrain permutations and 
options, to decide on the best choice for your 
personal requirements. III

‘ The new Passat has certainly raised the game in the competitive fleet market, 
with this GT a credible rival to cars like the equivalent BMW 3-series, Mercedes 
C-Class, and Audi A4...’

Prices
Passat Saloon SE 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed DSG       £26,035
Passat Saloon GT 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed manual       £26,430
Passat Saloon GT 2.0 TDI SCR 190 PS 6-speed manual  £27,780
Passat Saloon GT 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed DSG        £28,030
Passat Saloon R-Line 2.0 TDI 190 PS 6-speed manual       £28,775
Passat Estate GT 2.0 TDI SCR 190 PS 6-speed manual       £29,310
Passat Saloon gT 2.0 TdI SCr 190 PS 6-speed dSg       £29,380
Passat Saloon R-Line 2.0 TDI 190 PS 6-speed DSG           £30,375
Passat Estate GT 2.0 TDI SCR 190 PS 6-speed DSG       £30,910
(Passat) CC GT 2.0 TDI BMT 177 PS 6-speed DSG   £31,300
Passat Saloon GT 2.0 BiTDI SCR 4Mo 240 PS 6-speed DSG      £34,510
Passat Saloon R-Line 2.0 BiTDI SCR 4Mo 240 PS 7-spd DSG    £35,505
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New Passat revealed    August 2014, p08-09
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New Passat International launch report    Dec 2014, p17-20
UK Passat range review    Mar 2015, p22-25
New Passat wins Car of the Year    April 2015, p07
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Facts and figures: Passat GT 2.0 TDI SCR 190 PS 6-spd DSG
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PERFORMANCE COMPARISONS

  To read any of the other tests 
mentioned in the comparison

chart, back issues can be ordered 
securely from our website  
www.volkswagendrivermag.co.uk

i

ENGINE / FUEL ECONOMY / ACCELERATION

Acceleration figures recorded using VI Monitor.  
For more information visit the website at:  
www.vi-performance.com

engIne SPeCIFICaTIon
displacement 1968 cc
Configuration In-line
Cylinders 4
Bore and stroke 81.0 x  95.5 mm
Power output 190 PS (140 kW) @ 3500-4000 rpm
maximum torque 295 lb.ft. (400 Nm) @ 1750-3000 rpm
Compression ratio 16.2:1
Valves per cylinder 2 inlet, 2 exhaust
Fuel ConSumPTIon
overall test value 48.9 mpg, 5.7 l/100km
economical driving 64.5 mpg,  4.3 l/100km
urban cycle 52.3 mpg, 5.4 l/100km
extra urban cycle 68.9 mpg, 4.1 l/100km
Total 61.4 mpg, 4.6 l/100km
Fuel required Diesel
Fuel tank capacity 14 gallons, 66 litres
Co2 emission 119 g/km

aCCeleraTIon FIgureS
maximum speed 146 mph, 235 kph
0–50 mph 6.5 sec
0–60 mph 8.4 sec
0–70 mph 10.9 sec
0–80 mph 13.9 sec
30–50 mph (3rd gear) 3.4 sec
30–50 mph (4th gear) –
50–70 mph (3rd gear) 4.5 sec
50–70 mph (4th gear) –
50–70 mph (5th gear) –
50–70 mph (6th gear) –
road speed/1000 rpm in top gear 37.9 mph,  60.0 kph

‘ The Passat GT DSG 
promises ample 
performance, 
with Volkswagen 
quoting a top 
speed of 146 mph  
and a 0-62 mph  
time of 7.7 
seconds...’

‘ The 2.0-litre 16-valve 
engine develops its 
maximum power of  
190 PS over a range 
between 3500 to 
4000 rpm. With a 
substantial 400 Nm 
of torque from  
as low as 1750 rpm 
up to 3250 rpm...’

DIMENSIONS & WEIGHTS
overall length/width/height (inches) 187.8/82.1/57.4 
overall length/width/height (mm) 4767/2083*/1456
Wheelbase 109.9 in, 2791 mm
Track, front/rear 62.4/61.7 in, 1584/1568 mm
Turning circle 38.4 ft, 11.7 m
unladen weight 3415 lb, 1549 kg
Total permitted weight 4651 lb, 2110 kg
Permitted trailer load; with brakes  4410 lb, 2000 kg
Permitted trailer load; without  brakes  1653 lb, 750 kg
luggage capacity 586 litres
Wheels and tyres 8J x 18 alloys  235/45 R18
   * Inc. Mirrors

uK insurance group 22E

 Passat 8 gT Passat exec.  CC Passat Se  Passat Sel Passat Sel   
 2.0 TdI SCr 2.0 TdI 2.0 TdI BmT 1.8 TSI 2.0 TdI 2.0 TFSI 
 6-spd dSg 6-spd man 6-spd dSg 6-spd man 6-spd dSg 6-spd man 
Displacement, cc  1968 1968 1968 1798 1968 1984
Power output, PS/kW  190/140 140/103 177/130 160/118 170/125 200/147
  @ rpm  3500-4000 4200 4200 4500-6200 4200 5100
Maximum torque, lb.ft./Nm  295/400 236/320 280/380 185/250 258/350 207/280
  @ rpm  1750-3000 1750 1750 1500-420 1800 1800
Maximum speed, mph 146/235 132/212 137/220 137/220 138/223 146/235
0–50mph, sec  6.5 6.5 6.4 5.8 5.9 4.6
0–60mph, sec  8.4 9.3 8.2 7.8 7.9 6.6
0–70mph, sec  10.9 12.1 10.9 10.9 10.3 8.8
0–80mph, sec  13.9 15.9 14.0 14.5 13.2 11.4
30–50mph (third gear), sec  3.4 4.0 3.4 4.6 3.5 3.4
30–50mph (fourth gear), sec  – 5.7 – 6.1 – 4.6
50–70mph (third gear), sec  4.5 4.5 4.5 4.7 4.5 3.8
50-70 mph (fourth gear) sec – 5.9 – 6.5 – 5.0
50–70mph (fifth gear), sec  – 7.5 – 8.6 – 6.3
50–70mph (sixth gear), sec  – 9.8 – 12.1 – 8.3
Overall fuel consumption, mpg / l/100km  48.9/5.7 49.8/5.7 47.4/5.9 37.9/7.4 42.3/6.6 29.7/9.5
Unladen weight, lb/kg 3415/1549 3377/1532 3487/1582 3311/1502 3260/1478 3580/1624
Power/weight ratio, PS/ton 124/122 93/91 114/112 108/106 117/115 125/123
Test publication date May ’15 Dec ’14 Aug ’14 Feb ’12 Dec ’07 Jun ’06
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RALLY MEXICO ( March 5-8 ) presented the 
Volkswagen Motorsport team with a very 
different set of challenges from the snow 
and ice of the Monte Carlo Rally and Rally 
Sweden. The first gravel event of the WRC 
year, it takes place in high temperatures 
and at very high altitude, with sections of 
the route as high as 2,752 metres (over 9,000 
feet) above sea level. 

The Volkswagen pairings of Sébastien 
Ogier / Julien Ingrassia, Andreas Mikkelsen/ 
Ola Fløene and Jari-Matti Latvala/Miikka 
Anttila went into this unique event as first, 
second and fourth in the World Championship 
standings, but it was by no means a forgone 
conclusion. 

Volkswagen Motorsport Director Jost Capito  
summed up the challenge ahead: ‘Rally Mexico 
represents the first gravel rally of the year. 
This means that the drivers and technicians 
must once again adapt to completely different 
conditions to the ones they faced at the Rally 
Monte Carlo and most recently in Sweden. 
Coming just two weeks after Rally Sweden, it’s 
time to flip the switch as we strive to tame the 
unique conditions in Mexico – something we 
will need a lot of heart to achieve. 

‘As well as the drivers, the technology is 
also under a lot of pressure here. We have to 
find the best possible way to compensate for 
the thin air at such high altitude, as well as 
adapting the set-up for the gravel surfaces. 
However, we are confident that we can pull 
this off, as we have always enjoyed good 
results in Mexico in the past. No question:  
we want to win there again this year.’

Volkswagen kicked off with the best  
time in free practice, with Ogier and Ingrassia,  
Latvala /Anttila and Mikkelsen / Fløene  
completing the shakedown with first, 
fourth- and sixth-fastest times. Volkswagen 
Motorsport Director, Jost Capito, said: ‘The 
shakedown here in Mexico was a good test 
for the special stages in the coming days. We 
are well prepared, the drivers have got a fresh 
feeling for the special conditions on gravel. 
One thing’s for sure: We’re looking forward to 
the Rally Mexico, the crowds of excited fans 
and the great atmosphere…’

From the start of the 2015 season, the leader 
in the overall standings opens the route on 
the first two days of each three-day rally.  
As such, Ogier and Ingrassia were the first 
onto the Mexican roads on Friday and 

motorsport – WRC RALLY MEXICO

Riding high!

Following success 
in the ice and 
snow of Sweden, 
the Volkswagen 
drivers headed 
for very different 
conditions at the 
Rally Mexico…

 

RALLY MEXICO
RALLY MEXICO takes place at higher altitude 
than anything the rally cars are used to facing 
in Europe. Whereas the highest point in the 
European season is 1,608 metres above sea 
level – on the La Bollène-Vésubie-Sospel 
special stage at the Rally Monte Carlo – the 
lowest point of the Rally Mexico is at exactly 
1,800 metres above sea level. 

For 2015, the Rally Mexico’s 21 special 
stages were located around the geographical 
centre of Mexico, a compact route with all of  
the stages taking place close to the service 
park in León. These include genuine challenges 
like ‘El Chocolate’, which climbs to 2,752 metres  
above sea level and the highest point in the  
WRC season, as well as the longest special 
stage of the season yet: the 55.82-km 
‘Guanojuatito’. 

They are complemented by more highlights 
and spectator magnets as it all kicks off on 
Thursday evening with the famous ‘Street 
Stage Guanajuato’ in the heart of the capital, 
with 72,000 residents joined by thousands of 
rally fans, lining the 1.01-km street circuit.

‘ The drivers and technicians must once again adapt to 
completely different conditions to the ones they faced  
at the Rally Monte Carlo and most recently in Sweden...’
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Saturday, followed by Thierry Neuville/
Nicolas Gilsoul (Hyundai) and Volkswagen 
team-mates Mikkelsen and Fløene and 
Latvala and Anttila. The Rally Mexico is  
regarded as the one rally on the WRC calendar  
at which the road-sweeping effect is more 
apparent than anywhere else, since the layer 
of fine, loose gravel is thicker in Mexico than 
at the other rallies.

DAY 1 saw Volkswagen make a perfect start 
to the Rally Mexico, with Ogier / Ingrassia, 
Mikkelsen / Fløene and Latvala / Anttila all 
putting in outstanding performances over the 
intense opening 5.61 km, which took place 
in total darkness. The two spectator stages – 
the world-famous Street Stage Guanajuato, 
through tunnels and roundabouts, and the 
special stage at the motor-racing circuit on 
the outskirts of León – saw Ogier / Ingrassia 
clinch the top spot, ahead of Thierry Neuville 
/ Nicolas Gilsoul (Hyundai) and VW team-
mates Mikkelsen / Fløene, who ended the day 
with the same time, only 1.2 seconds off the 
lead in second and third. Fourth place went 
to Latvala / Anttila in the third Polo R WRC – 
just six tenths of a second further back.

Sébastien Ogier was clearly pleased with 
the day’s work: ‘My goal when I came to 
Mexico was to do my very best, and that is 
exactly what I tried to do today. We made 
a successful start to the rally. The key 

tomorrow is to push as hard and drive as 
fast as possible. Then let’s see how things are 
looking tomorrow evening. We are thinking 
one day at a time.’

DAY 2 saw a clever tyre selection and 
a dazzling driving display from world 
champions Ogier / Ingrassia, followed by 
Latvala / Anttila, with six of 10 stage wins 
going to the Polo R WRC in Mexico, after  
150 of almost 400 km against the clock. 

The battle for third place developed 
into an all-Norwegian duel, with Andreas 
Mikkelsen / Ola Fløene trailing their 
compatriot Mads Østberg / Jonas Andersson 
(Citroën) by 15.7 seconds after 10 of the rally’s 
21 special stages.

Some clever thinking in the morning 
was one of the keys to success for Ogier / 
Ingrassia when they headed out on two 

softs and two hard Michelins in a crossover 
pattern and attacked ruthlessly in the 
morning to open up a 16-second advantage 
over Latvala / Anttila, although Latvala did 
manage to claw back almost three seconds 
on the afternoon loop.

Sébastien Ogier declared it ‘A very good 
start to the Rally Mexico for Julien and me. 
Coming into the rally, I never would have 
thought that we’d be leading this evening. 
This is definitely partly down to our clever 
tyre selection this morning, and we took  
a lot of risks, particularly on the 45-km  
‘El Chocolate’, on which we twice produced  
an almost perfect run. We obviously also 
benefitted from our rivals retiring – some-
times rather spectacularly, but thankfully 
nobody was seriously injured. We have put 
ourselves in a good position, but still have 
two days of tough stages ahead of us.’

i                 The high alTiTudes of the sierra de
              lobos and sierra de guanajuato compound  
the effect of the air restrictor, which is limited 
anyway by the regulations, on the 1.6-litre turbo 
engines. The air sucked through the 33 mm 
opening contains less oxygen in the high regions 
of Mexico than elsewhere in the WRC, with the 
result that the combustion is less efficient. 

The less oxygen the air contains, the harder 
the turbocharger has to work to produce the 
same power. In order to avoid overstraining this 
component as a result of the lower air resistance, 
the engineers are forced to tweak the engine 
control unit. Even so, the power produced is still 

up to 30 per cent lower than that at the Rally 
Sweden, where atmospheric conditions were 
almost perfect. 

‘On the one hand, the air pressure sinks with 
altitude, resulting in a reduction in the oxygen 
content in the air. On the other hand, so does 
the air resistance in the turbocharger, which 
thus achieves higher engine speeds than at 
any other rally,’ said Dr. Donatus Wichelhaus, 
Head of Engine Development at Volkswagen 
Motorsport. ‘In order to continue to guarantee 
its stability, while at the same time losing as little  
performance as possible, we prepared for Mexico 
with various simulations in previous years.’

‘The Rally Mexico is 
regarded as the one rally  

on the WRC calendar at 
which the road-sweeping 

effect is more apparent 
than anywhere else...’
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DAY 3 saw Volkswagen’s lead extended by a 
perfect performance from Ogier/Ingrassia, 
as they continued to keep up the pace and 
stretched their lead to 1:15.2 minutes, with 
Mikkelsen / Fløene in third place at the end 
of the day, trailing Mads Østberg / Jonas 
Andersson (Citroën), in second overall, by  
just 4.5 seconds. There was a setback, though, 
for Latvala / Anttila who were running 
strongly in second place overall when they 
were forced to retire after hitting a bank on 
the 12th special stage, damaging their rear 
suspension. 

Ogier: ‘From a driving perspective, this 
weekend is definitely one of the best of my 
career, I’m very happy with my performance. 
Julien and I have had another perfect day 
and haven’t made any mistakes. We kept 
putting pressure on the others. While I didn’t 
need to continue taking risks after Jari-Matti 
Latvala retired, the job is far from done. I said  
previously that a win here was highly unlikely 
unless my rivals had a bad weekend – and 
now it looks like it might actually happen. 
But we still have the longest and most 
challenging stage of the rally ahead of us.  
I can promise you this: Despite our lead,  
we won’t be making the mistake of shifting 

down a few gears. The danger of losing focus 
would be too great.’

Jari-Matti Latvala gave his account: ‘If you  
want to win, you have to put the leader under 
pressure. But I knew that I couldn’t risk every- 
thing. I had a good rhythm on the 12th stage,  
but there was a pothole on the inside of a  
bend and I came off the line slightly to avoid  
it, and I ended up on loose ground in this really 
narrow section. I hit a bank with the rear left 
of the car and damaged my suspension. I had 
hoped that we would be able to repair it at 
the end of the stage, but unfortunately there 
was nothing we could do.’

Andreas Mikkelsen: ‘We’re sticking to our 
plan: Our aim is to drive at our own rhythm, 
stay out of trouble and to reach the finish of 
each special stage without incident. So far, so 
good – tomorrow will be another hard day for 
us, with tricky special stages. But, even then, 
we need to stick to our plan for the rally.’

DAY 4 saw Ogier maintain his lead to pull  
off an outstanding victory at the Rally Mexico 
and take win number three of the season, 
his third victory in Mexico, and win number 
25 for Volkswagen in its 29th rally with the 
Polo R WRC. The French pair now has an 

impressive 27 victories to its name, putting 
them ahead of rally legend Carlos Sainz and 
into third place in the all-time winners list. 

Sébastien Ogier and Julien Ingrassia 
produced a perfect rally in Mexico. From  
the first metre to the last – the double world 
champions finished in the top three on 20 of  
the 21 special stages and they even clocked 
the fastest time on nine of the 21 stages. 
They moved into the lead just 5.61 kilometres 
into the rally and never surrendered that 
position, although there was no lack of 
competition: as well as their VW team-mates 
Andreas Mikkelsen / Ola Fløene and Jari-Matti 
Latvala / Miikka Anttila, Thierry Neuville / 
Nicolas Gilsoul (Hyundai) and Mads Østberg / 
Jonas Andersson (Citroën) were also heavily 
involved in what was an exciting battle for 
the lead. 

Ogier/Ingrassia laid the foundation for 
their fifth victory in a row with a clever tyre 
selection on Friday, when they overcame the 
disadvantage of having to open the route  
and sweep the roads free of loose gravel by 
opting for a crossover mixture of hard and 
soft Michelin tyres. They then made the most 
of their masterstroke with a flawless display 
of driving and navigating. ➔

 

ANDREAS MIKKELSEN
‘ThiRd plaCe at the Rally Mexico plus two 
bonus points on the power stage – that is  
an absolutely fantastic result for us. We do 
not have an awful lot of experience of the 
special stages, so always set a safe pace.  
Our plan was to get through each special 
stage without making any mistakes. We 
executed that perfectly. I am totally happy 
with our rally. And second place in the 
championship does not look bad either.’

 

JARI-MATTI LATVALA
‘all in all, the weekend obviously did not go  
to plan. i had hoped for more from my starting  
position, and did not manage to establish a  
rhythm over the course of the weekend. I tried  
to put as much pressure as possible on Ogier, 
which meant driving at the limit. My rally was  
over once I damaged the suspension. 
Fortunately I have a break now and have time 
to forget about the disappointing start to the 
season. I need to attack again in Argentina.’

 

SÉBASTIEN OGIER
‘absoluTely inCRedible! i am so happy  
and proud of this victory in Mexico. It is one  
of the best wins of my career. Julien and I had 
a perfect weekend, the Polo was fantastic, and  
the team did a magnificent job. We pushed 
like crazy from the word go, came up with 
the cleverest tyre selection on Friday – and 
were rewarded in the end. It is my third win 
here. The route suits me, the countryside is 
fantastic, and the fans make the rally a great 
fiesta every year.’

Rally Mexico.indd   3 02/04/2015   15:22



30    VOLKSWAGEN DRIVER maY 2015 www.volkswagendrivermag.co.uk

DRIVERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP (PTS)
1 Sébastien Ogier  81
2 Andreas Mikkelsen  47
3 Thierry Neuville  35
4 Mads Østberg  32
5 Elfyn Evans  26
6 Jari-Matti Latvala   19
7 Dani Sordo   18
8 Martin Prokop   14
9 Ott Tänak   12
10 Hayden Paddon   10 

MNFRS’ CHAMPIONSHIP (PTS)
1 Volkswagen Motorsport  99 
2 Hyundai Motorsport   75 
3 M-Sport   48 
4 Citroën Total Abu Dhabi WRT   42 
6 Volkswagen Motorsport II   15

FIA WRC RALLY MEXICO 
FINAL RESULTS
1  Sébastien Ogier/Julien Ingrassia, 

Volkswagen   4h 19m 13.4s
2  Mads Østberg/Jonas Andersson, Citroën   

+1m 18.8s
3  Andreas Mikkelsen/Ola Fløene, 

Volkswagen   +1m 25.1s
4  Elfyn Evans /Daniel Barritt,  

Ford   + 3m 40.2s
5  Dani Sordo /Marc Martí,  

Hyundai + 5m 01.8s
6  Martin Prokop /Jan Tománek,  

Ford  + 6m 36.1s
7  Nasser Al-Attiyah /Matthieu Baumel,  

Ford   + 14m 52.7s
8  Thierry Neuville /Nicolas Gilsoul,  

Hyundai   + 22m 43.3s
9  Nicolas Fuchs /Fernando Musano  

Ford  + 22m 49.0s
10  Jari Ketomaa /Kaj Lindtsröm,  

Ford   + 23m 10.2s
15  Jari-Matti Latvala/Miikka Anttila, 

Volkswagen   + 48m 48.6s   

FIA WRC RALLY MEXICO
POWER STAGE RESULTS
1 Ogier/Ingrassia, Volkswagen 6m 50.5s
2 Mikkelsen/Fløene, Volkswagen  + 5.6s
3 Neuville/Gilsoul, Hyundai   +5.8s

unless my rivals had a bad weekend – and now 
it looks like it might actually happen…’ As the 
result and the main story shows, tyre tactics 
plus Ogier’s good fortune was the opportunity 
presented. He didn’t waste it.

From the Sweden victory that slipped 
through his fingers, Andreas Mikkelsen’s solid 
performance on the way to third and a first 
Mexico finish gives him three podiums on the 
trot. Confidence-inspiring stuff and currently – 
and unexpectedly – he’s the second safest pair 
of hands in Volkswagen camp.

The rumblings of running order will inevitably 
continue as the season unfolds. In some gravel 
rallies ahead, a soft compound gravel tyre option 
won’t be an option, so Ogier can’t repeat its 
tactical use as he did on the first day here.

Three victories on the trot has really laid 
effective WRC-point foundations for another 

as The sebastien ogier steamroller presses 
on, his 2015 Mexico victory is at risk of 
disappearing into a sea of ‘staggering 
achievement’ newsflashes.

Not so this one, if you’d tuned into the pre-
event build up. Due to the nature of the terrain, 
two days of road sweeping at the front was 
supposed to put paid to any chance of an Ogier 
victory. ‘I face a great challenge in terms of the 
track conditions in Mexico’ he insisted.

Those with ears closer to the ground will  
have heard the grim outlook repeated by Ogier 
for months. The event he said he couldn’t win, 
due to being first on the gravel roads, layered to 
a level of acceptance: he’d lose Mexico. A tenth 
of a second per kilometre was the estimated 
handicap.

Yet come the day, Jarri Matti Latvala just 
didn’t capitalise. When he finally found his speed 
later on, to put some pressure on Ogier, he 
crashed. And so had a few others. Fortuitously 
for Ogier, those returning under ‘SupeRally’ 
with repaired cars, run at the front. All seven of 
them, in this case. Ogier’s Day 2 gravel sweeping 
problem was solved.

Ogier’s story started to iterate: ‘I said 
previously that a win here was highly unlikely 

COMMENT
comprehensive Ogier World Championship 
challenge. Meanwhile team-mate Jarri Matti 
Latvala’s crash and back-to-back nil points 
finishes leave him languishing in sixth place 
in the drivers’ standings. 2015 was the year 
Latvala was hoping to make it all count, but it 
is shaping up poorly for the Finn, while third 
Volkswagen driver Mikkelsen is second, with 
40 per cent less points than Ogier. 

This World Championship year was 
expected to be the hardest year so far for 
Ogier to date, and it’s still a little early to call. 
But the way it is unfolding, and unless a steely 
competitor emerges or later gravel rallies do 
actually affect those running at the front of the 
field, it’s looking more and more like an Ogier 
benefit.

With 27 WRC rally victories to his name so 
far, Ogier is the third-winningest driver of all 
time, with a litany of legendary names strewn 
behind him. Before the 2015 season is out, he is 
now highly likely surpass Marcus Gronholm’s 
30 victories and be sitting second in the record 
books to the all-conquering Sebastien Loeb, 
but Loeb’s 78-win tally is going to take a long 
and successful career to catch.
Chris eyre

Andreas Mikkelsen and Ola Fløene 
continued their success story by adding a 
third podium at Rally Mexico to the ones they 
had previously claimed at the Rally Monte 
Carlo and Rally Sweden, their third place finish 
propelling them into second place in the 
Driver and Co-Drivers’ Championship. The 
key to their success was to drive safely, but at  
the same time fast. Despite the unique special 
stages in Mexico, on which experience is 
invaluable, they were always within reach  
of the leaders. In the end, Mikkelsen and 
Fløene finished just 6.3 seconds behind 
second-placed Mads Østberg.

Not such a good result for Latvala and 
Anttila, though. Up until the 12th special stage,  
they were the only ones able to match the 
pace of Ogier and Ingrassia but, while trying 
to put their team-mates under pressure, they 
crashed early on Saturday. After a lot of hard 
work by the service crew, they returned to 
action on Sunday, fighting their way back 
to claim six points for Volkswagen in the 
Manufacturers’ Championship.

The conditions on the special stages 
posed big challenges for the drivers and 

co-drivers. The road surface on the first 
of six gravel rallies in a row consisted of a 
mixture of loose sand on the one hand and 
rough, jagged gravel on the other. ‘Otates’, 
‘Los Mexicanos’, ‘Ibarilla’ and ‘Derramadero’ 
are classics on the WRC calendar, while the 
‘El Brinco’ Power Stage, with its famous and 
popular jump, provided a fitting finish. The 
three bonus points for the fastest time went 
to Sébastien Ogier/Julien Ingrassia, with 
Andreas Mikkelsen/Ola Fløene picking up  
two extra points for finishing second.  III

The next round of the WRC is Rally Argentina 
(April 23-26), past our production schedule  
for this issue, followed by Rally Portugal  
(May 21-24). We’ll be featuring full reports  
in the June and July issues, respectively. 

‘ I said previously that a win 
here was highly unlikely unless 
my rivals had a bad weekend 
– and now it looks like it might 
actually happen…’

 

JOST CAPITO
‘To Win Rally Mexico three times in a row is 
a fantastic effort. Sébastien Ogier and Julien 
Ingrassia more than deserve this triumph 
for their outstanding display of driving and 
navigating – it was a flawless rally from both 
of them. Mikkelsen and Fløene produced a 
tactical masterclass and looked very good, 
while Latvala and Anttila recovered after their 
crash and picked up some points for the team. 
All in all, we are very happy with the outcome.’
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motorsport – 12 hours of mugello

Milltek at  
Mugello

Milltek Sport has kept its impeccable endurance 
racing record intact with a second place in class 
and a podium finish at the 12 Hours of Mugello, 
as Paul Cowland reports…
RACING WITH its usual KPM Racing-
prepared machine, and with triple-BTCC 
champion Matt Neal at the wheel, joined  
by fellow aces Tom Wilson and Lucas 
Orrock, the Milltek Sport team proved 
faultless over the 12 hours of racing, never 
putting a foot wrong on the iconic Italian 
circuit and recording times in their diesel-
powered Golf that would eclipse many of 
their petrol-fuelled class peers running  
at the event.

This year’s Hankook 12 hours at Mugello 
(March 13-14) saw a considerably larger grid 

than previously, with some 72 cars in the 
field, more than doubling the 2014 grid.  
Up against numerous GT machines, Porsche 
997s and plenty of race exotica, the Milltek 
Sport Golf looked like an outside contender 
for overall grid position. With the rules now 
changed to pitch quick petrol cars against 
diesel machines in the same class structure, 
many wondered just how well a TDI race car 
could fare in class...

The answer from the three drivers to this 
conundrum was a swift one, with the Milltek 
Sport car proving to be on class pace from 

MATT NEAL will need little introduction to tin-
top fans, as one of the most popular, successful 
and long-standing faces in the BTCC paddock. 

In a career that has spanned three decades 
Neal has also racked up an incredible set of 
career statistics since winning the Total Cup in 
the BTCC back in 1993. Since then, of course, 
he has consistently run at the front of the BTCC 
grid as one of its regular stars, in a variety of 
both independent and manufacturer-backed 
machines, this year driving the new Honda  
Civic Type R.

With a stellar CV that also includes DTM 
and V8 Supercar races, Neal is highly adept at 
turning his hand to anything. Having relished 
the challenge at Mugello, Matt was also clearly 
happy to be back in an endurance seat – his first 
for almost seven years: ‘I’ve had a huge amount 
of fun, and the team have been wonderful 
to work with and incredibly welcoming all 
weekend,’ he said. ‘The car was superb 
throughout, but even with my best laps and a 
flyer onto the straights, the petrol cars could pull 
10-12 car lengths out from you in an instant, but 
we had the reliability, the cornering pace and 
the fuel range to make a decent fight out of it. 
Tom and Lucas also did a superb job behind the 
wheel. It was really was a fantastic team effort 
all round.’  www.mattneal.co.uk
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the second the lights went out, while also 
moving steadily through the overall field, 
taking places as each hour passed, as well 
as out-staying the less fortunate cars who 
retired either through accident or failure.

With KPM crew chief Kevin Poole also 
running a tight ship in the pit-lane, the team 
remained competitive throughout, with 
every fuel stop, driver change and tyre swap 
happening with military precision, allowing 
every hard-fought place to be maintained 
and steady progress all the way to the 
chequered flag and podium. Only four laps 
separated the Milltek team from the petrol-
powered Peugeot RCZ of Team K-Rejser. Keen 
to push right until the end, it was interesting 
to note that Neal was able to post the team’s 
fastest lap some 10 hours into the action.

Commenting on the podium finish, 
Milltek Sport MD Steve Pound was quick to 
praise the team for its collective efforts. ‘I 
really could not have been happier with how 
this season opener went for us,’ he beamed. 

‘This has been a textbook performance from 
everybody – from KPM building and running 
such a superb car, through to the stellar 
performances from Matt, Tom and Lucas. 
Competing against so many petrol-powered 
cars, we didn’t have the luxury of running 
at anything less than 100 per cent for the 
whole 12 hours, and the fact that we could, 
and without incident, says a lot about the 
assembled talent behind the team.’

The next race is the 12H at Circuit Park 
Zandvoort in Holland over the weekend of 
May 29-30.  III

HANKOOK, as title sponsor, is the exclusive 
tyre supplier for all events, with all 
participating teams obligated to run the entire 
event (free practices, qualifying and race) on 
Hankook tyres. The promoter has negotiated 
discounted tyre prices, exclusively for 
the 24H Series events, with Hankook also 
delivering tyres to the venues and providing 
technical assistance to the participants 
throughout the event. www.hankook.com

‘ Competing against so 
many petrol-powered cars, 
we didn’t have the luxury 
of running at anything less 
than 100 per cent for the 
whole 12 hours...’

i                  CREVENTIC, an agency based in Holland, is the promoter of  
the 24H SERIES powered by Hankook, a series of 12- and 24-hour

endurance race events at major circuits all over the world, aimed at 
amateurs and gentlemen drivers, semi-professionals and professional 
drivers. A wide variety of ‘tin top’ touring cars, GTs and 24H-Specials 

(eg. silhouette cars) are eligible to race, from ‘hot hatchbacks’ up to GT3 
machinery and purpose-built race cars, with an established structure 
of classes and liberal technical regulations allowing teams to compete 
without having to significantly change their cars for the 24H SERIES,  
thus helping them to save costs. www.24hseries.com

‘ This has been a 
textbook performance 
from everybody – from 
KPM building and 
running such a superb 
car, through to the 
stellar performances 
from Matt, Tom and 
Lucas...’
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motorsport – DUNLOP MSA BTCC – BRANDS HATCH

Set for SucceSS...
No race wins, yet, but the season got off to a great start for Team BMR, 
now running four VW CCs, driven by Colin Turkington, Jason Plato, 
Árón Smith and team boss Warren Scott…

With an unprecedented 32-car entry 
confirmed for the 2015 Dunlop MSA British 
Touring Car Championship, two-time 
champion Jason Plato laid down the 
gauntlet to his rivals at the Media Day 
and Season Launch official test session at 
Donington Park on March 24 when he set 
the fastest time during the afternoon. 

Recording a lap time of 1:10.249s, he just 
pipped his new Team BMR stable-mate and 
reigning BTCC champion Colin Turkington by 
a mere 0.006s around the 1.98-mile circuit,  
while Team BMR owner Warren Scott 
managed to post the eighth fastest time.

 Jason Plato said: ‘We had an issue which 
cost us about an hour today, but it was a good 
day – the guys have had a tough six weeks 
and I think now it’s time to down tools, get 
everything ready and checked for Brands 
Hatch and make sure we don’t have any 
reliability issues. We’ll be on the pace at 
Brands – if we’re not quickest, we’ll be there 
or thereabouts and I think we can win races.’ 

Colin Turkington said: ‘I’ve been able to do 
a lot of laps and I’m still adjusting to the car, 
but the more time I’m in it the more it feels 
like mine and I’m really looking forward to 
the start of the season – it’s coming around 
really quick but today has been another good 
learning exercise and will hopefully get us to 
Brands Hatch with an even stronger package.’   

The first race meeting at Brands Hatch 
(April 4-5) set off in sensational style, with 
three different winners in the three races as 
Rob Collard, Gordon Shedden and Matt Neal 
claimed a win apiece, although Race 2 could 
easily have gone to Team BMR VW CC driver 
Jason Plato but for an unfortunate puncture 
which sidelined him while running well 
ahead in the lead.   

Race 1 saw Triple World Touring Car 
champion Andy Priaulx (WSR BMW 125i 
M Sport) in pole position after a fiercely 
contested qualifying session, with his 
48.411s enough to shade Team BMR’s Árón 
Smith for the front of the grid. Smith had 
delivered a superb late flying lap to end up 
just 0.069 seconds slower than Priaulx, just 

0.054s ahead of Plato, who was only one-
thousandth of a second ahead of Turkington. 
Unfortunately, following a crash in second 
practice, Warren Scott’s VW CC couldn’t be 
repaired in time to make the qualifying 
session and he had to start Race 1 from  
the back of the grid.

Priaulx’s rear-drive BMW took the lead 
from the start, although the performance 
in his soft tyres eventually fell away and he 
had to relinquish the lead to WSR team-mate 
Rob Collard. Team BMR duo Árón Smith and 
Jason Plato also nipped by the fading Priaulx 
and the pair immediately tagged on to the 
back of the race-leading BMW, but despite 
relentless pressure Collard held on to take 
the win in what was the only non-ballasted 

Photos: Ann Chinsang
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race of the season. Smith and Plato finished 
second and third, Plato having carefully 
made track space to take fastest lap (48.756s) 
in the process. Turkington finished fifth, 
behind Goff, with Warren Scott back in 22nd.

Árón Smith said: ‘It’s a great way to start 
the year – I wanted to be on the podium and 
we’ve achieved that. This championship is 
about scoring points, so I’m over the moon.  
I know it’s very early, but it has to start now. 
Being sensible is key – to be fair, Rob drove 
well, he didn’t leave any gaps and I wasn’t 
going to risk making a gap in the first race  
of the year. These stealth VWs look awesome, 
so let’s keep them up the front!’

Jason Plato added: ‘It’s a great result  
for the team to start the year. Warren Scott 
needs a great deal of praise, it’s ace to be 
involved. Our intent has been shown – the 
pace is in the car and we’ve got improve-
ments to make. It was my game plan not 
to push too hard in the first few laps, get 
myself some room and then put in a fast lap 
time for Race 2 grid position. That definitely 
worked and now we’re at the front for the 
next one.’

Plato started Race 2 from pole position, 
just ahead of Priaulx, but with his car clearly 
better balanced by carrying 57 kg of success 
ballast, Plato made a great start and simply 
drove away from the rest of the field, leading 
by nearly 4 seconds at one stage. With the TV 
cameras concentrating on the fight behind, 
he looked set for certain victory until, with 
just four laps to go, a front left puncture put 
him in the gravel at Paddock Hill Bend and 
out of contention. 

The all-new Honda Civic Type R went on 
to win, with Shedden scoring a memorable 
victory that had the huge crowd on its feet 
after one of the most enthralling and closest 

ever BTCC victories – winning by just 0.040s 
from Priaulx. 

 Turkington (+1.131s) took the first podium 
of his championship defending campaign, 
while Adam Morgan (Mercedes) finished in 
fourth place after surging through from  
ninth on the grid. Árón Smith had already 
been shuffled down the order, finishing 12th, 
after contact from MG’s Jack Goff at Graham 
Hill Bend. Warren Scott did not finish. After  
the event, Jack Goff was officially reprimanded 
and given two penalty points for the incident 
involving Árón Smith.

After drawing the No. 10 ball, pole-placed 
Rob Austin (Audi A4) remained out front in 

‘ It’s a great way to start the year – I wanted 
to be on the podium and we’ve achieved 
that. This championship is about scoring 
points, so I’m over the moon...’
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the early stages of Race 3, but he couldn’t 
shake off the attentions of Matt Neal and the  
MG of Jack Goff and he succumbed to the race- 
long pressure. Neal made his move on lap 21, 
and was immediately followed through by 
Goff at Paddock Hill Bend, finishing in that 
order, while Team BMR’s Árón Smith took his 
second podium of the day with third (+1.706s) 
as he too got by Austin’s Audi, following contact 
between Andrew Jordan’s MG and the long-
time race leader.   

Unfortunately, Turkington spun his  
VW CC off the track at Surtees and could only 
recover to finish 12th, while Plato had his 
storm through the field halted by a problem. 
He was able to finish the race, albeit way 
down the order in 16th. Warren Scott did  
not finish.

  Árón Smith said: ‘It’s been a really 
good effort from everyone this weekend. 
To come from 12th to 3rd in race 3 was 
great, and Team BMR have had a podium in 
every race – it’s brilliant. I think everyone 
is a bit surprised that I’ve come out of the 
weekend as top driver in the team, but for 
me I just want to keep upping my game to 

stay ahead. Donington Park should be strong 
for us, and the information that the new 
drivers and team members have interjected 
is phenomenal – the car is nearly where it 
needs to be.’

Jason Plato said: ‘I haven’t had time to 
fully digest the weekend yet, but it’s full of 
positives. These kind of weekends happen 
from time to time, but we’ve come away 
with the teams’ trophy, and we could have 
had so much more. We could have had three 
podiums today, but we’re still in good spirits 
– we go to Donington Park confident of a 
good result.’

Matt Neal and Jack Goff share the cham-
pionship lead after the opening event, with 
Árón Smith just one point back and with only 
seven points separating the top six drivers.MG  
leads the early Manufacturers’ standings while  
Team BMR currently top the Team table. III

 
The Dunlop MSA British Touring Car 
Championship next heads to Donington Park 
in Derbyshire over the weekend of April 18/19, 
followed by Thruxton in Hampshire (May 
9-10). For more details www.btcc.net

Results 2015 Dunlop MsA 
BtCC – BRAnDs HAtCH InDy
RACe 1
1  Rob Collard  

(Team JCT600 with GardX):  24 Laps
2 Árón Smith (Team BMR):  +0.411s
3 Jason Plato (Team BMR):  +0.884s
4 Jack Goff (MG Triple Eight Racing):  +5.464s
5 Colin Turkington (Team BMR):  +5.726s
6  Gordon Shedden  

(Honda Yuasa Racing):  +5.819s

RACe 2
1  Gordon Shedden  

(Honda Yuasa Racing):  24 Laps
2  Andy Priaulx  

(Team IHG Rewards Club):  +0.040s
3 Colin Turkington (Team BMR):  +1.131s
4 Adam Morgan (WIX Racing):  +4.646s
5  Andrew Jordan  

(MG Triple Eight Racing):  +5.229s
6  Tom Ingram  

(Speedworks Motorsport):  +5.566s

RACe 3
1 Matt Neal (Honda Yuasa Racing):  27 Laps
2 Jack Goff (MG Triple Eight Racing):  +0.196s
3 Árón Smith (Team BMR):  +1.706s
4  Sam Tordoff  

(Team JCT600 with GardX):  +4.553s
5  Rob Austin  

(Exocet AlcoSense Racing):  +4.719s
6  Tom Ingram  

(Speedworks Motorsport):  +5.662s

2015 BtCC CAlenDAR
April 18/19   Donington Park 
May 9/10   Thruxton
June 6/7   Oulton Park
June 27/28   Croft
August 8/9   Snetterton 
August 22/23   Knockhill
September 5/6  Rockingham
September 26/27   Silverstone
October 10/11   Brands Hatch GP

‘ I think everyone is a bit surprised that I’ve 
come out of the weekend as top driver in the 
team, but for me I just want to keep upping 
my game to stay ahead...’
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motorsport – MILLTEK SPORT VW RACING CUP, OULTON PARK

Sutton sorts it!
David Sutton and his SlideSports Scirocco were on perfect  
form, taking two out of three wins at Oulton Park to earn  
himself a handsome championship lead…
The firsT race meeting of the Milltek sport 
Volkswagen racing Cup season took place 
at Oulton Park over the easter Bank holiday 
weekend (April 4-6), with qualifying and 
the first race on Saturday, and two further 
races on Monday, writes Nick Carter.

RACE 1 saw SlideSports Scirocco driver 
David Sutton take a dominant lights-to-flag 
victory, ahead of former champion Aaron 
Mason, confirming his championship 
potential with a comfortable 2.3-second 
victory, also recording fastest race lap and 
setting a new lap record!

Mason, sixth on the grid after a spin during  
qualifying, made a sensational start to leap 
into the top three before passing Howard 
Fuller for second, although Mason couldn’t 
close on the leader, who’d already pulled 1.3 
seconds clear of the pack on lap 1 alone. 

Fuller, who’d started second on the grid, 
the only Golf pilot on the first four rows, 

came out on top of a tight battle with Lucas 
Orrock’s Scirocco to claim the final spot on 
the podium.

‘We knew that we had the pace and that 
the car would stay there, so it was all about 
getting my head down and putting consistent 
laps in,’ said Sutton. ‘It’s a good start to the 
year, and hopefully we can find the funds  
we need to continue...’

Conditions for Round 1 were a big 
improvement over the morning’s very damp 
qualifying session, drying sufficiently  
for times to tumble with slick tyres as the 
session progressed and Sutton dominated, 
taking pole by 0.6 seconds.

The original race start had to be abandoned 
when a mid-pack tangle ended with Simon 
Andrews’ Golf and Cameron Thompson’s 
Scirocco stranded, badly damaged, on the 
grid. Restarted, over a shortened 15-minute 
duration, Sutton repeated his excellent start 

and quickly pulled clear, ahead of Mason, 
Fuller and Orrock – all pretty evenly matched, 
Mason managed to edge away from his two 
rivals during the closing stages to take the 
runner-up spot, 1.5 seconds clear of Fuller.

Orrock, from third on the grid, led Fuller 
for almost the whole eight-lap race despite 
immense pressure, but – later on the brakes 
at Old Hall – Fuller passed on the final lap. 
Joe McMillan finished a largely uneventful 
race in fifth, with Fulbrook sixth after slicing 
his way through from 11th on the grid.

Completing the top 10 were Lee Allen,  
Jack Walker-Tully, Bobby Thompson and  
Phil House, while Simon Deaton, who 
climbed from 14th to 11th, was named the 
‘Sportsman Trophy’ winner.

As well as Andrews and Thompson, other 
DNFs were Chris Panayiotou, exiting the race 
on lap 7s at Shell Oils, while Paul Dehadray’s 
Scirocco slowed to a halt a lap earlier. ➔

Photos: Jake Ebrey
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RACE 2 saw a new winner, when Joe 
McMillan led from first lap to finish in his 
Cobra Engineering Scirocco. Both starting 
from the front row, McMillan and Fulbrook 
raced side-by-side down through Cascades 
before Joe yielded the lead and, by the end 
of the lap, was also passed by David Sutton, 
charging up from sixth on the grid.

At the end of lap 1 Sutton was just a 
quarter-second behind McMillan and 
attacking for top spot but, despite never 
having led a VW Cup race before, McMillan 
defended his position brilliantly, remaining 
ahead by seven-tenths at the flag. Sutton 
praised the winner: ‘Credit where it’s due, 
he’s very good at defending, but fair play,  
he deserved that one.’

McMillan admitted: ‘I didn’t think I was 
going to get the win as David was all over 
me the whole race, especially in the harder-
braking areas. The best I could manage last 
year was racing in the mid-pack, so it’s really 
pleasing that all the testing has paid off.’

After contact while challenging for 
Fulbrook’s third place, Lucas Orrock spun back  
to 10th as a result, but Joe was powerless to 

prevent Mason and Fuller getting past. Then, 
two laps from the end, Fuller passed Mason 
to secure third.

Jack Walker-Tully got past championship 
newcomer Lee Allen early on to secure sixth 
place, Allen remaining ahead of Phil House, 
while Orrock came back from 10th to ninth 
by the end, ahead of Bobby Thompson who 
was well ahead of Simon Deaton’s Scirocco 
to claim the final top-10 slot. The big battle 
for 12th and the RacingLine Sportsman’s 
Trophy was between Mark Clynes and Simon 
Tomlinson, after Clynes made a great start 

from 17th, gaining three places on the first 
lap and taking Tomlinson on the seventh lap.

Michael Epps claimed 14th ahead of 
Phil Morris and Matt Wilson, while Laura 
Tillett survived a grassy moment and an 
electrics cut-out to finish 17th ahead of 
Paul Dehadray, Mark Smith, Peter Davies 
and Karolis Staniukynas. Sixteen-year-old 
race debut driver Damani Marcano was the 
final finisher for Team HARD, delayed by an 
early spin and a turbo pipe problem. Simon 
Rudd spun and was joined in retirement by 
Cameron Thompson and Pete Littler.

‘ At the end of lap 1 Sutton was just  
a quarter-second behind McMillan...’

‘ I didn’t think I was 
going to get the win 
as David was all over 
me the whole race, 
especially in the 
harder-braking areas’
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ROUND 3 saw a repeat of his first race 
performance from Sutton, starting from pole, 
making an impeccable getaway and leading 
all the way to the flag to achieve a handsome 
championship lead.

This time it was Howard Fuller who kept 
Sutton honest, starting alongside and slotting 
in behind to keep within range throughout – 
no more than 1.4 seconds adrift, hoping for  
a mistake, but none came…

‘It’s the perfect end to a nearly perfect 
weekend,’ said Sutton, who struggled 
financially to get to the opening rounds, 
‘and fantastic points for the championship. 
Hopefully, I can find some sponsorship 
so that I can race at Rockingham. Unless 
someone comes forward to help, then  
I won’t be there…’

Fuller was far from disappointed: 
‘Considering that last year I left this circuit  
in an air ambulance after a big crash, I’m 
well pleased. It was great to be able to stay  
on terms with David and I am quite happy  
to take two thirds and a second from the  
first three races.’

Lucas Orrock held third throughout, 11 
seconds behind the leaders and 5.5s in front 
of the pursuing Aaron Mason. Said Lucas: 
‘I didn’t have the pace to compete with the 
front two and there was no sense in pushing: 

I had a good gap to Aaron and so I stayed 
where I was.’

Mason’s AWM Scirocco passed Phil 
House’s PH Motorsports Scirocco for fourth 
after three laps but was unable to gain on 
Orrock. House came home fifth, ahead of Joe 
Fulbrook and with championship newcomer 
Lee Allen seventh again.

Young guns Jack Walker-Tully and 
Bobby Thompson finished next up, with 
Joe McMillan 10th. Joe would have finished 
higher up, but for a 10-second penalty 
imposed for an out-of-position start. Michael 
Epps claimed 11th, his best of the weekend, 
while 12th, and a delighted recipient of the 
RacingLine Sportsman’s Trophy at his home 
circuit, was KPM racer Philip Morris: ‘I’m very  
pleased: I got my racing licence at 50, and this 
is my first trophy after five years of trying.’

Pete Littler came home 15th, behind the 
Golfs of Laura Tillett and Simon Tomlinson, 
with Team HARD running mates Simon 
Rudd, Peter Davis and Karolis Staniukynas 
completing the finishing order.

Mark Smith and Paul Dehadray were 
among the retirees after they tangled at 
Old Hall on lap 6, with Simon Deaton off 
at Shell on the eighth lap and there were 
further mechanical woes for the youngest 
competitor, Damani Marcano. III

 

Provisional results 
Milltek sPort  
volkswagen racing cuP 
round 1: Oulton Park, April 4, 2015
8 laps, 21.54 miles 
1  David Sutton,  

SlideSports Scirocco   15m 05.260s 
2  Aaron Mason,  

AWM Scirocco    +2.290s
3  Howard Fuller,  

Team HARD Golf  +3.838s
4  Lucas Orrock,  

KPM Racing Scirocco    +4.703s
5  Joe McMillan,  

Cobra Engineering Scirocco    +6.860s
Fastest lap:  
Sutton 1m 52.111s / 86.44 mph Record
Sportsman’s Trophy winner:  
Simon Deaton

round 2: Oulton Park April 6, 2015 
11 laps / 29.61 miles 
1  Joe McMillan,  

Cobra Engineering Scirocco  20m 52.766s  
2  David Sutton,  

SlideSports Scirocco   +0.718s
3  Howard Fuller,  

Team HARD Golf   +2.570s
4  Aaron Mason,  

AWM Scirocco   +3.375s
5  Joe Fulbrook,  

AWM/Safe & Sound Golf   +6.572s 
Fastest lap:  
Mason 1m 51.418s / 86.98mph Record
Sportsman’s Trophy winner:  
Mark Clynes

round 3: Oulton Park, April 6, 2015 
11 laps / 29.61 miles
1  David Sutton,  

SlideSports Scirocco   20m 39.466s
2  Howard Fuller,  

Team HARD Golf   +0.731s  
3  Lucas Orrock,  

KPM Racing Scirocco   +12.002s
4  Aaron Mason,  

AWM Scirocco   +17.544s
5  Phil House,  

PH Motorsport Scirocco   +27.789s
Fastest lap:  
Fuller 1m 51.662s / 86.79 mph
Sportsman’s Trophy winner:  
Phil Morris

Provisional standings
1 David Sutton  132 points
2 Howard Fuller  118
3 Aaron Mason  114
4 Joe McMillan  102
5 Lucas Orrock  100
6 Joe Fulbrook  98
7 Lee Allen  90
8 Jack Walker-Tully  88
9 Phil House  86
10 Bobby Thompson  76

The 2015 Milltek Sport Volkswagen Racing Cup 
is also supported by (in alphabetical order) 
Awesome GTI, BRSCC, CEVA Logistics, DRIFT 
Innovations, ECM (Vehicle Delivery Service) 
Ltd., Hankook Tyres, Jessops Academy, 
Paragon and SuperPro Europe Ltd. The next 
three rounds are at Rockingham, over the 
weekend of May 2/3, followed by Silverstone 
(May 30/31) See www.vw-cup.co.uk
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RACE 2 saw a new winner, when Joe 
McMillan led from first lap to finish in his 
Cobra Engineering Scirocco. Both starting 
from the front row, McMillan and Fulbrook 
raced side-by-side down through Cascades 
before Joe yielded the lead and, by the end 
of the lap, was also passed by David Sutton, 
charging up from sixth on the grid.

At the end of lap 1 Sutton was just a 
quarter-second behind McMillan and 
attacking for top spot but, despite never 
having led a VW Cup race before, McMillan 
defended his position brilliantly, remaining 
ahead by seven-tenths at the flag. Sutton 
praised the winner: ‘Credit where it’s due, 
he’s very good at defending, but fair play,  
he deserved that one.’

McMillan admitted: ‘I didn’t think I was 
going to get the win as David was all over 
me the whole race, especially in the harder-
braking areas. The best I could manage last 
year was racing in the mid-pack, so it’s really 
pleasing that all the testing has paid off.’

After contact while challenging for 
Fulbrook’s third place, Lucas Orrock spun back  
to 10th as a result, but Joe was powerless to 

prevent Mason and Fuller getting past. Then, 
two laps from the end, Fuller passed Mason 
to secure third.

Jack Walker-Tully got past championship 
newcomer Lee Allen early on to secure sixth 
place, Allen remaining ahead of Phil House, 
while Orrock came back from 10th to ninth 
by the end, ahead of Bobby Thompson who 
was well ahead of Simon Deaton’s Scirocco 
to claim the final top-10 slot. The big battle 
for 12th and the RacingLine Sportsman’s 
Trophy was between Mark Clynes and Simon 
Tomlinson, after Clynes made a great start 

from 17th, gaining three places on the first 
lap and taking Tomlinson on the seventh lap.

Michael Epps claimed 14th ahead of 
Phil Morris and Matt Wilson, while Laura 
Tillett survived a grassy moment and an 
electrics cut-out to finish 17th ahead of 
Paul Dehadray, Mark Smith, Peter Davies 
and Karolis Staniukynas. Sixteen-year-old 
race debut driver Damani Marcano was the 
final finisher for Team HARD, delayed by an 
early spin and a turbo pipe problem. Simon 
Rudd spun and was joined in retirement by 
Cameron Thompson and Pete Littler.

‘ At the end of lap 1 Sutton was just  
a quarter-second behind McMillan...’

‘ I didn’t think I was 
going to get the win 
as David was all over 
me the whole race, 
especially in the 
harder-braking areas’
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modified car – abt sportsline golf v6 4motion

Memories  
are made of this...

In the 15 years that we’ve been publishing 
Volkswagen Driver, and its sister title Audi 
Driver, we’ve personally driven, road-tested  
and featured literally hundreds, maybe even  
a thousand or more, individual examples of  
vehicles from the Volkswagen Group, covering  
a huge combined mileage every year! 

They range from brand-new models 
driven on the international press launches, 
to line-ups at range reviews and driving days 
here in the UK, as well as numerous week-
long road tests, and on more than many 
occasions we’ve slipped behind the wheel 
of highly modified demo cars belonging to 
tuning companies and to private individuals. 

Inevitably some of those experiences are 
seared into our memory, for various reasons 
– mostly good, occasionally bad – quite often 
when the car’s proud owner has decided to 
demonstrate their high-speed driving skills  
to try to impress us. Fortunately, we’re still 
here to tell the tale of highly indecent ‘off- 
the-clock’ speeds achieved in a turbocharged 
R32 on the dual carriageway north of 
Chesterfield, while driven by a well-known 
helicopter pilot…

Others take some recollection, and a very 
few have totally vanished from our memory 
banks, for whatever reason, only to be 
rediscovered when flicking through our back 
issues while searching for something else.

Along the way, though, there are certain 
cars that keep cropping up time and time 
again. Having once been featured in the 
magazine, they gain a certain degree of 
additional ‘presence’ and it’s not unknown 
for some feature cars to have changed hands 
on numerous occasions in the intervening 
years, with every new owner intrigued enough  
to find out more about the feature someone 
told them we’d produced on their car. Indeed, 
it has been worth more than a few extra 
sales of our back issues over the years.

Notable examples are the blue Mk 4 Golf 
V5 that we road-tested for a week in April 
2001, only for all the alloy wheels to be stolen 
off it early on the very morning it was due 
for collection. That sort of thing sticks in the 
mind, and when a subsequent owner called 
in to talk about it, having seen it illustrated 
in a model profile feature some years later, 
we were able to explain to him why his 

wheels still looked so much better than those 
on most cars of its age and mileage. 

One of the most memorable, for quite 
awful reasons, was the Beetle RSi that we  
photographed for a feature in the November 
2001 issue. We were in a cul de sac in Coventry 
at the time, lining it up for photography 
alongside two other Beetles, when over the 
car’s radio came the first news story that 
an airliner had crashed into a skyscraper in 
New York. The date was September 11, 2001 
and I get a chill every time I come across that 
back issue in our archives, or see that car 
with its distinctive registration number, V6 
OFF, on display at various VW events around 
the country.

On a much happier note is the  
frequent occurrence with which we’ve been 
reacquainted with this highly modified  
Mk 4 Golf V6 4Motion. That story also goes 
back to February 2001, and it came about 
when we made a visit to ABT Sportsline,  
the renowned German tuning house, based 
in Bavaria. 

Earlier that year we’d been approached 
by the importer for ABT Sportsline products 
in the UK, at that time based in Congleton, 

Reacquainted with a feature car from 
many years ago, the Editor recalls the huge 
impression that this supercharged ABT 
Sportsline V6 4Motion made at the time…

‘ Along the way, there 
are certain cars that 
keep cropping up time 
and time again...’
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Cheshire. The proposition was that we’d fly 
out to Munich airport, be collected by one 
of their PR staff and be driven back to ABT 
headquarters in Kempten for a tour of the 
premises, including their museum of old  
race cars and their new workshops, and we’d 
then drive back in a couple of their brand-
new demo cars that needed to be delivered 
to the UK. 

In the meantime, there was also the 
distinct recollection of sitting in a T4 
Caravelle TDI at the side of the autobahn for 
over an hour, waiting to be rescued, after 
the ABT PR girl had filled it up with Super 
unleaded, but that’s another anecdote…

Forgetting, for the moment, that ABT 
UK would not only be saving the cost of the 
return flights but also getting two unpaid 
delivery drivers to not only bring the two cars 
back to the UK, but also run them in while 
doing so, we were actually very delighted at 
the opportunity. 

For good reason, as the cars in question 
were a highly memorable, and highly 
modified bright yellow Audi TT with 300 bhp  

and an aerodynamic body kit and big 
wheels, which was to be used as a pace car at 
Rockingham, and a metallic black four-door 
Mk 4 Golf V6 4Motion with 18-inch ABT alloys 
and subtle body upgrades – a stylish front 
grille, sills and front and rear spoilers. 

Oh, nearly forgot – it also had an ABT 
Sportsline supercharger kit, designed to boost 
the power output of the 2.8-litre VR6 engine 
from 204 PS to 280 PS at 6000 rpm, along with 
a healthy 244 lb.ft of torque at 4800 rpm. That 
might not sound too impressive by modern 
standards, when a standard Golf R comes 
with 300 PS, but remember that, in 2001 – a 
couple of years before the Mk 4 R32 changed 
the scene for ever – the Golf V6 4Motion was 
something quite sensational, let alone one 
modified for more power. 

That afternoon we set off west from 
Kempten, somewhat later than originally 
planned, in two virtually brand-new cars 
with little more than delivery mileage on 
the clock, on a journey back to Bedfordshire 
amounting to nearly 800 miles. We’d 
originally hoped to clear most of the 
continental leg in the hours of daylight but 
it wasn’t to be. About half an hour along the 
road, the rear diffuser on the TT came loose 
and dragged on the road. The car was so 
low on its suspension that we couldn’t get 
underneath to sort it out ourselves and so 

‘ Oh, nearly forgot – it also 
had an ABT Sportsline 
supercharger kit ...’

we tied it up somehow, and headed back to 
Kempten. Another distinct memory was of 
not one or two, but at least six technicians  
all descending on the car while it was hoisted 
up on the ramps, in a frenzied repair session 
that must have taken at least an hour…

At least this time, back on our journey 
home, now into the early evening and with 
the light fading fast, the autobahn was 
fairly clear and we were soon able to settle 
into a fast cruising pace at around 200 kph 
(something upwards of 120 mph). At that 
time in my career as a motoring writer, I’d 
only ever done that sort of sustained speed 
once before, one night while driving home 
from Lincolnshire on the A1(M) in a Mk 3 Golf 
GTI 16V, and had lost my licence for 28 days 
after the car that had been pacing me turned 
out to be an unmarked cop car! In contrast, 
the privilege of driving at high speed for long 
distances without breaking the law was like 
a dream come true…

Reading back over the article we wrote 
about that epic journey, in the May 2001 issue,  
entitled ‘Midnight Express’, has reminded 
me of an important aspect. While the huge 
performance and the high speeds were 
impressive, what had made more of an 
impact was the stability and confidence with 
which the ABT-modified car coped with those 
high speeds on sweeping autobahns. 
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The standard V6 4Motion was very fast 
for its time, with a top speed of 146 mph and 
a 0-60 time of 7.0 seconds, but it was never 
really mean to be a hot hatch; more of a fast 
executive express. The standard suspension 
erred on the comfort side and left the car 
floating and wallowing at high speed, and 
the steering was nothing short of woolly. 

I can remember driving a standard  
V6 4Motion test car home on the M1 and 
being able to ‘wriggle’ the steering wheel 
a good two inches or so either side of the 
straight-ahead position without having any 
effect whatsoever on its forward trajectory. 
Try that in a Mk 4 R32, with its quick rack, 
and you’d need all three lanes for latitude! 
No, the standard Mk 4 Golf V6 4Motion 
earned its accolade as Towcar of the Year  
in October 2000, but it was never a real  
sports machine.

Until ABT Sportsline got to grips with it, 
that is. In hindsight, it was nothing radical, 
certainly not by modern standards, where 
many road-going / trackday cars have more 
motorsport parts fitted than the average 
Volkswagen Racing Cup car. As well as those 
‘steamroller’ wheels and tyres, measuring 
8.5x18 with 225/40ZR18 Continental tyres,  
the ABT V6 also had suspension lowered by  
45 mm with a set of shorter springs and 
uprated dampers. 

It was enough to totally transform  
the stability and handling at high speed,  
as well as improve the steering response  
and I commented in that report that ‘the  
ABT Golf never felt anything less than 
surefooted; stable at high speed, confident  
in hard cornering and composed under  

heavy braking – the modified suspension 
improves the car in every respect’. 

Needless to say, that journey home 
was long and tiring, driving through the 
night – with the full benefit of its Xenon 
headlights – and into the early morning 
mist, only stopping a couple of times to 
refuel after averaging only 19 mpg at those 
speeds. Amazingly, a couple of times on the 
way, we’d both been passed by a T4 Caravelle, 
clearly even more modified than these ABT 
cars, running at even higher speeds!

Back In Britain, the cars were delivered  
to ABT UK in Congleton, where the Golf became 
the ABT UK MD’s personal company car, but  
I was able to borrow it back again for a few  
weeks, later in the year, for a proper evaluation 
for an article entitled ‘Forceful’ that we pub-
lished in the November 2001 issue. It was only 
supposed to be for a week, but I seem to recall 
making an excuse to extend that to at least 
three weeks, driving it every day and clocking 
up at least another two thousand miles in the 
process, at an average of just under 23 mpg. 

We also performance tested it, recording 
6.4 seconds for 0-60, 8.3 seconds for 0-70 and 

11.2 seconds for 0-80, times which weren’t  
all that much faster than the standard car,  
a factor that we put down to the drag of those 
huge wheels and tyres, although the in-gear 
response and the sound of that supercharger 
on boost were more than satisfying. Our only 
criticism was that the brakes would benefit 
from an upgrade, perhaps fitting fast-road 
pads, for full enjoyment of its performance, 
but the car certainly left ‘a deep and lasting 
impression’, to repeat one of the pullquotes 
we used on that article.

Within a year or so, ABT UK was no  
longer trading, for reasons we won’t go into 
here, and in the years since then this very 
same car, so distinctive, has cropped up 
several times in adverts for re-sale, changing 
hands several times in the process. In fact, 
the record shows that it has had seven 
owners in total, with the last two since 2008, 
which means that we’ve sold at least a dozen 
extra back issues in the meantime, given that 
we’d published two articles on this car…

Most recently, early last year, we 
received an e-mail from a friend of ours, 
Andrew Chapple, who runs the specialist 

‘It still had both copies that 
it had featured in...’
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VW Group car sales company Volkswizard, 
over in Birmingham. He’d been approached 
to buy this car and as a long-time reader 
of Volkswagen Driver he recognised it 
immediately. He eventually decided that it 
would make a good project car, now that his 
Mk 4 R32 project had run its course. So a deal 
was eventually agreed, in March 2014, for 
considerably less than the car’s original price 
of £32,000, and he promptly sold the R32. 

However, pressures of work, looking after  
elderly parents and, the final nail in the coffin, 
the purchase of an Audi TT quattro Sport that  
needed some work and soon became another 
project car (currently reported upon in the 
pages of Audi Driver) meant that he barely 
used it. The car was never registered to Andrew 
and when the tax ran out in the summer, 
he didn’t renew it. The car then spent every 
night stored in the garage, so the lack of use 
didn’t affect it, and it still looked great when 
we went over to see it last year. 

Despite being over 12 years old, the metallic  
black paintwork was still in truly exceptional 
condition, having been much loved by its last 
three owners since 2006, although there was 
some rust around the tailgate handle, easily 
fixed with a readily available used part in the 
same colour.

The car still had the original service book,  
as well as a huge binder full of service history  
mainly from 2006 onwards which includes 
old MoTs, old adverts, itemised fuel records, 
detailed listing of work performed, super-
charger service instructions, both copies of 
Volkswagen Driver magazine that the car 
featured in, original VW sales brochure and 
lots more. 

The record shows that an Eibach coilover 
suspension kit and a Milltek Sport exhaust 

had been fitted in 2006 and, at 45,000 miles, 
the supercharger was rebuilt by ABT in 
Germany, in 2007. Andrew at Volkswizard 
also had the original ABT A26 alloys wheels 
refurbished and fitted with a set of four nearly 
new Kumho tyres from stock. He also had 
the rear bumper repainted, off the car, by 
Sprint Auto Services, the only cosmetic 
refurbishment that had to be performed, and  
he reports that he didn’t even have to polish it 
as the paintwork was in such good condition. 
The original, somewhat impractical, ABT 
front spoiler was replaced by a standard 
deep V6 spoiler which was colour-coded and 
modified to increase flow to the air filter 
located low down on driver’s side. The last 
MoT had noted a small exhaust leak, so he 
replaced the clamps that secure the front 
pipe to the catalyst as they had corroded  
and were no longer clamping sufficiently.

Quite apart from the modifications,  
and its unique history, this car is well above 

average in the desirability stakes. Over and 
above all the usual V6 spec of Climatronic 
automatic air-conditioning, electric windows 
front and rear, trip computer, three-spoke 
leather-rimmed steering wheel, remote 
central-locking, ESP traction and stability 
control, it had the extra-cost options of Recaro 
leather sports seats with seat heating (approx 
£2,500), xenon gas discharge headlamps with 
self-levelling and headlight wash function, 
electric glass tilt and slide sunroof and MFD 
satellite navigation system.

Andrew reported that ‘It drives very well 
and makes a great noise; I can’t promise that 
it still makes the original 280 bhp, but with 
some careful setting up I am sure it can. I 
would only recommend this car is purchased 
by a hands-on owner, someone who knows 
how to use VAG COM/VCDS diagnostic software,  
as well as some spanners. It would be a great 
weekend car to tinker with and should prove 
a reasonable investment, seeing as it’s such 
a well-documented car and modified by one 
of Germany’s leading tuning companies and 
racing families’.

Needless to say, it didn’t take too long to 
find a suitable new owner and it is now in the 
hands of Matthew Broadbent from Henley-in-
Arden in Warwickshire. 

Just looking back over the story now,  
I only wish I’d got in and made an offer  
for it first… III

‘ Quite apart from the 
modifications, and its 
unique history, this car is 
well above average in the 
desirability stakes...’
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VW Group car sales company Volkswizard, 
over in Birmingham. He’d been approached 
to buy this car and as a long-time reader 
of Volkswagen Driver he recognised it 
immediately. He eventually decided that it 
would make a good project car, now that his 
Mk 4 R32 project had run its course. So a deal 
was eventually agreed, in March 2014, for 
considerably less than the car’s original price 
of £32,000, and he promptly sold the R32. 

However, pressures of work, looking after  
elderly parents and, the final nail in the coffin, 
the purchase of an Audi TT quattro Sport that  
needed some work and soon became another 
project car (currently reported upon in the 
pages of Audi Driver) meant that he barely 
used it. The car was never registered to Andrew 
and when the tax ran out in the summer, 
he didn’t renew it. The car then spent every 
night stored in the garage, so the lack of use 
didn’t affect it, and it still looked great when 
we went over to see it last year. 

Despite being over 12 years old, the metallic  
black paintwork was still in truly exceptional 
condition, having been much loved by its last 
three owners since 2006, although there was 
some rust around the tailgate handle, easily 
fixed with a readily available used part in the 
same colour.

The car still had the original service book,  
as well as a huge binder full of service history  
mainly from 2006 onwards which includes 
old MoTs, old adverts, itemised fuel records, 
detailed listing of work performed, super-
charger service instructions, both copies of 
Volkswagen Driver magazine that the car 
featured in, original VW sales brochure and 
lots more. 

The record shows that an Eibach coilover 
suspension kit and a Milltek Sport exhaust 

had been fitted in 2006 and, at 45,000 miles, 
the supercharger was rebuilt by ABT in 
Germany, in 2007. Andrew at Volkswizard 
also had the original ABT A26 alloys wheels 
refurbished and fitted with a set of four nearly 
new Kumho tyres from stock. He also had 
the rear bumper repainted, off the car, by 
Sprint Auto Services, the only cosmetic 
refurbishment that had to be performed, and  
he reports that he didn’t even have to polish it 
as the paintwork was in such good condition. 
The original, somewhat impractical, ABT 
front spoiler was replaced by a standard 
deep V6 spoiler which was colour-coded and 
modified to increase flow to the air filter 
located low down on driver’s side. The last 
MoT had noted a small exhaust leak, so he 
replaced the clamps that secure the front 
pipe to the catalyst as they had corroded  
and were no longer clamping sufficiently.

Quite apart from the modifications,  
and its unique history, this car is well above 

average in the desirability stakes. Over and 
above all the usual V6 spec of Climatronic 
automatic air-conditioning, electric windows 
front and rear, trip computer, three-spoke 
leather-rimmed steering wheel, remote 
central-locking, ESP traction and stability 
control, it had the extra-cost options of Recaro 
leather sports seats with seat heating (approx 
£2,500), xenon gas discharge headlamps with 
self-levelling and headlight wash function, 
electric glass tilt and slide sunroof and MFD 
satellite navigation system.

Andrew reported that ‘It drives very well 
and makes a great noise; I can’t promise that 
it still makes the original 280 bhp, but with 
some careful setting up I am sure it can. I 
would only recommend this car is purchased 
by a hands-on owner, someone who knows 
how to use VAG COM/VCDS diagnostic software,  
as well as some spanners. It would be a great 
weekend car to tinker with and should prove 
a reasonable investment, seeing as it’s such 
a well-documented car and modified by one 
of Germany’s leading tuning companies and 
racing families’.

Needless to say, it didn’t take too long to 
find a suitable new owner and it is now in the 
hands of Matthew Broadbent from Henley-in-
Arden in Warwickshire. 

Just looking back over the story now,  
I only wish I’d got in and made an offer  
for it first… III

‘ Quite apart from the 
modifications, and its 
unique history, this car is 
well above average in the 
desirability stakes...’
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Volkswagen started something big when, 

in 2002, they launched the golf R32, the 

240 Ps 3.2-litre V6-engined four-wheel-

drive version of the Mk 4 golf, with distinct 

motorsport overtones to its body styling 

and equipment. It could have ended there, 

but the hot-handling new flagship model 

caught on in a big way, not just with high-

performance driving enthusiasts but with 

a wider audience too.A Mk 5 version inevitably followed, in 

2005, powered by a 250 PS version of the 3.2 

V6. Based on the superior Mk 5 Golf chassis 

and drivetrain, and with the DSG option here 

in the UK, it was softer and more stylish; 

perhaps not so much of a trackday tool, but 

ultimately just as fast out on the open road.

Then, in 2010 – especially for those not 

yet familiar with the concept of downsizing 

– it almost seemed as if Volkswagen had 

lost the plot when the Mk 6 Golf R was 

announced, but with only a 2.0-litre four-

cylinder turbo engine. The saving grace was 

that, now with 270 PS, it had more power 

than before, and it was not only faster 

but more fuel-efficient. With the lighter 

engine up front, it also had better balanced 

handling than its V6-engined predecessors. 

It was now more of a thinking man’s choice, 

technically better in every aspect but devoid 

of the sexy burbling six-cylinder engine note 

that turns heads in the high street.
With the new Mk 7 version, though, 

Volkswagen has undoubtedly endowed the 

Golf R with the ‘wow’ factor, while also 

making it even more of an intellectual 

property, by combining the considerable 

advantages of the new MQB chassis with the 

power and performance of the four-wheel-

drive hot hatch. Still powered by a 2.0-litre 

four-cylinder turbo engine, but now boasting 

no less than 300 PS and with the entry-level 

price promised at under £30,000, it had all  

the headline-grabbing features it needed. 

Soon after it made its debut at the 

Frankfurt Show in 2013, many enthusiasts 

who’d eschewed the Mk 6 Golf R were lining 

up to configure their cars and place their 

orders, and first arrivals here in the UK came 

early this year, with many new owners (like 

Andrew Chapple, featured in last month’s 

First Drive report) taking delivery on March 1.

Externally, the new R uses the tried 

and tested combination of a restyled front 

bumper, with large air inlets, along with a 

modified radiator grille with chrome strip 

and ‘R’ logo, and it has its daytime running 

lights integrated into the standard bi-xenon 

headlights. From the front wheelarches, filled 

with 18-inch alloys, behind which lurk 340 mm  

vented discs and big black callipers with R 

logos, bespoke body-coloured sills carry the 

eye back to the rear with its black diffuser and 

quad oval tailpipes, prominent tailgate spoiler 

with side panels, and LED rear lights. 

There’s no Golf badge on the rear, just  

a discreet ‘R’ logo that sits on the left-hand 

side of the tailgate. The door mirrors are 

capped with matt chrome covers, and the 

interior features cloth sports seats with 

Alcantara bolsters, bespoke instrument 

dials with blue needles and there’s an R 

logo on the gearknob and the flat-bottomed 

multifunction steering wheel.
While not radical or overt, it’s certainly  

enough to get the Golf R noticed; indeed, 

those quad tailpipes attracted an extraordinary 

amount of attention when we displayed this 

R on our stand at the Ultimate Dubs event in 

Telford. But it is what’s under the skin that 

makes the R so special… Beneath the bonnet is an uprated version 

of the EA888 four-cylinder 2.0-litre 16-valve 

turbo engine. Although essentially the same 

as that in the latest GTI, the R engine has a 

bigger turbocharger, modified cylinder head 

and valvegear, stronger pistons and modified 

injectors. 
That’s worth a 70 PS increase in power 

compared with the high-performance (230 PS)  

GTI, let alone the standard one, with its 

‘With the new Mk 7 version, 
Volkswagen has undoubtedly 

endowed the Golf R with the ‘wow’ factor...’

Golf R DSG

ROAD TEST
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Prodigious performance, 
good fuel-efficiency, plus 

incredible handling and 
roadholding, but what else 

does the Golf R offer?
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The turbocharged 2.0-litre is also 
significantly more fuel-efficient and 
while we didn’t come close to matching 
Volkswagen’s claims for an overall average 

of 33.2 mpg, our road-test average of 27.3 

is a healthy improvement over the 23-24 
we recorded with the V6-powered models. 

Bear in mind, though, that these figures 
include full-bore performance testing and 

a high proportion of enthusiastic driving; 
we’d expect the average driver to improve 

on them by 2-3 mpg, in normal everyday 
road use. 

Indeed, most cross-country journeys 
with this Golf R showed trip computer 
figures in the low thirties, and driving 
economically – cruising at 60-65 on the 
motorway – we were able to extend this  
to nearly 40 mpg, a figure virtually unheard 

of with the gas-guzzling 3.2-litre engines. 
Consequently the new Golf R has a CO2 
emission figure of just 199 g/km, not far 
short of that of a Mk 4 Polo GTI (150 PS 
1.8T) and a huge improvement over the 
276 and 257 g/km registered by the Mk 4 
and Mk 5 R32 respectively.So it’s faster and more frugal, but the  

V6 aficionados will undoubtedly still 
question the response and tractability of 
the turbo’d 2.0-litre. True, the four-pot 
will never have the same silky feel and 
sheer low-speed ‘oozability’ of the six, but 

it’s not far behind, providing smooth lag-
free throttle response and plenty of urge, 
almost regardless of what gear you’re in. 
You only have to look at the torque figures 
to see that the 2.0 turbo produces greater 

pulling power over a much wider range 
and develops its maximum power at a 
lower engine speed, to realise that it is 
actually even more flexible than the six. 

The only thing missing is the R32’s 
mellifluous V6 engine note, but even here 
the Golf R doesn’t seriously disappoint. 
In fact, it produces the ideal combination, 
almost whisper quiet at low speeds and  
when cruising but developing an aggressive 

edge when extended. But there’s no ‘boy-
racer’ turbo whistle or diverter-valve 
chatter to let it down, it’s more like the 
sound-proofed gutsy growl of a naturally 
aspirated race engine than the typical 
turbo engine note.Perhaps less obvious to the typical 

vee-six cruiser, the other big advantage 
of the Golf R’s four-cylinder engine is its 
reduced weight, a good 35 kg lighter than 
the V6 – that’s five and a half stone in old 
money. In conjunction with the already 
reduced mass of the Mk 6 bodyshell, 
that’s a significant reduction in overall 
weight, especially in an age when cars 

have consistently become bigger and 
heavier with every new model. 

But even more important is its effect in 
improving the handling. Not only lighter 
up front longitudinally, but also better 
distributed laterally, there’s a noticeable 
improvement in the way the new Golf R 
reacts to the helm, feeling well balanced 
and responsive, without resorting to the 
artificially enhanced and almost darty 
response achieved by the quicker rack of 
the original R32. Certainly there’s a lot 
more going on here than just the weight 
reduction, and you’d have to get both new 
and old cars out on the same track at the 
same time to fully assess the differences, 
but there’s no doubt that the new Golf R 
provides a quick and clean response to 
the helm without ever feeling overly keen 
or twitchy. 

There’s also the added advantage of an 
enhanced four-wheel drive system, with 
the pre-charged hydraulic circuitry of the 
new Haldex coupling now providing an 
almost instantaneous reaction, so that 

‘ there’s a noticeable improvement in the way the new golf r reacts to the 

helm, feeling well balanced and responsive...’ 
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BIGGER IS USUALLY considered better, 
and for many years now VW enthusiasts 
have expected the flagship of the Golf 
range to be faster and more powerful than 
the one before. So how has Volkswagen 
been able to reverse the trend and turn 
out a new Golf R with only four cylinders 
and 2.0 litres, instead of six and 3.2, while 

still providing the goods?The answer is that, far from being short-
changed, the Golf R has only benefited 
in the process – it is now not only more 
powerful, but also lighter and more fuel-
efficient. With peak power output up from 
the 240 of the 3.2 V6 to 270 PS for the new 

2.0-litre, and its torque topped up from 
236 to 258 lb.ft, the four-cylinder engine in 

the new Golf R is also some 35 kg lighter, 
and is capable of averaging 33.2 mpg, with 

CO2 emissions reduced to just 199 g/km, 
according to the official figures.

Some enthusiasts may mourn the loss  
of the old R32’s distinctive six-cylinder 
engine note, but in every other respect  
the new Golf R is superior. Our performance 

figures for this four-door test car show 
that it outclasses both of the old R32s in 

every single respect, not only quicker off 
the mark, but also through the gears, and 

it’s also significantly more economical in 
the process. Top speeds are identical, because all 

three are electronically limited to 250 kph 
(155 mph), but from there on down the 
new Golf R posts the top times in every 
single increment, our 6-speed manual 
example beating both the manual and 
DSG versions of the Mk 5 R32 all the way 
– by a significant margin in many cases, 
the best part of a second to 80 mph,  
for instance. 

Previewed in our november 2009 issue, 
following its debut at last year’s Frankfurt 
Show, and on sale in the uK since January, 
the Golf r is the latest in a long line of high-
powered hatchbacks which dates right back 
to the 2.8-litre vr6-powered Mk 3 Golf of the 
early nineties. Since then, we’ve seen the six-cylinder  

hot hatch developed into the four-wheel-drive 
Mk 4 Golf v6 and subsequently transformed 
into the even more racey 3.2-litre v6-powered 
‘r32’ versions of both the Mk 4 and Mk 5 Golf. 
Meanwhile, the narrow-angle v6 engine 
has grown from 2.8 to 3.2 and now 3.6 litres, 
producing 300 PS in the Passat Saloon, estate 
and CC and also used in the Touareg Suv.

wishful-thinking enthusiasts of the high-
performance vw models may well have 
been expecting the 3.6 v6 to find its way into 
the latest ‘r’ version of the Golf. instead, 
volkswagen seems to have pulled a fast one, 
down-sizing it to a mere 2.0-litres and only 
four cylinders. To add to their confusion, it’s 
not even the new eA888 TSi engine, but the  
same eA113-series K04 turbocharged 2.0-litre  
16-valve unit which has previously seen service  
in the Audi S3 and Mk 5 Golf GTi edition 30. 
The important thing to bear in mind, though, 
is that it is more powerful, lighter and more 
efficient than the 3.2 v6 engine it replaces. 

in the current climate, it is an important 
and necessary redesign, part of a general 
volkswagen Group policy of downsizing which  
has already seen the twin-charged 1.4-litre 
TSi units (replacing the 1.8T, in the new Polo 
GTi), and the 2.0-litre four-cylinder diesel units  
now used in place of the 2.5-litre 5-pots in the 
T5 Transporter range. even Audi has applied 
the same principle with its new S4, now fitted  
with a more powerful and fuel-efficient super-
charged 3.0 v6 instead of the previous 4.2 v8. 

‘  far from being short-changed, the golf r is now not only more powerful, but also lighter and more fuel-efficient’

 
 

Golf R instead, to simplify matters. The all-

wheel drive was the main attraction, as I’d 

struggled for grip with the GTI on a number 

of occasions when launching off hard, and 

trying to master the throttle control did not 

always work.

I knew the ‘R’ was over-priced, but being  

a Golf fan, it was such a simple answer. It 

was sad to finally hand the keys for the Mk 6 

GTI over to the sales guy, but simultaneously 

I felt a buzz when swapping keys for the 2010  

model quality used ‘R’. I’d had a flashing 

thought before, about buying a Mk 7 GTI  

instead, but it was just a flash. The 

lightweight factory Recaro front seats  

of the ‘R’ were just way too tempting. 

The biggest difference I had to adapt to  

at the beginning was the turning circle of  

the ‘R’. Due to its all-wheel drive system,  

I found myself having to do three-point turns 

and holding up traffic on many occasions, 

much to my embarrassment, compared to 

the much better turning circle of the GTI. 

Nevertheless, the sound of the non-

resonated 2.75-inch Milltek exhaust with  

100 mm centre pipes easily made up for  

it, along with the A+ tuning box to give it  

even more power.

The ‘R’ now sits lower on H&R springs,  

–25 mm at the front and –30 mm at the rear. 

They give it an even harder ride, which my 

wife, Hyunju, constantly complains about,  

as she cannot do her make-up in the car 

anymore! 

For grip, it runs on matt black 8 x 18-inch 

Enkei SC33 rims, which weigh in at just  

8.5 kg each. They are wrapped with Dunlop 

Direzza Sport Z1 rubber. To help me stop, AP 

Racing CP5200 4-pot callipers and grooved 

brake discs have been added. 

For quicker response, IP ignition coils  

were installed to try and make up for the 

turbo lag during low revs before the turbo 

comes alive around 2750 rpm on the ‘R’.  

It can be a bit frustrating at times during  

low revs, but – when the monster K04 turbo 

is finally let loose – you really feel and  

hear it. 
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‘...when the monster K04 turbo 

is finally let loose – you really 

feel and hear it’
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First is the beautiful sound of the  

carbon-fibre intake gulping in more cold 

air and passing it through to the Forge 

Motorsport intercooler, next is the Milltek 

exhaust’s grunt, turning rapidly to a roar, 

then the Forge blow-off valve kit hissing out 

the built-up pressure. 

I then have just a split-second to glance 

at the blue and red colours of the revcounter, 

speedo and turbo gauge needles, all busy 

flickering desperately to try and measure 

the sudden burst of thrust, and then – to kill 

the adrenaline and excitement – comes the 

sound of Hyunju shouting in my left ear,  

for me to slow down… 

A carbon-fibre roof spoiler has been added 

for cosmetic looks, which I think is not over 

the top. A pivot turbo gauge housed in an 

Osir holder has been installed in place of the 

driver’s side air vent, lighting up the cockpit 

further at night, although I admit I don’t have 

time to look at the gauge when driving hard 

as I don’t intend to test the airbags!                     
  

I am confident that the Mk 6 ‘R’ will keep 

me satisfied for a long time to come, as the 

DSG gearbox and four doors are well suited 

for me in terms of both practicality and the 

typical traffic conditions here in Hong Kong. 

However, if and when Volkswagen brings out 

a Mk 7 ‘R’ in a 4-door version with factory VW 

‘R’ Recaro seats (similar to the R400), I may 

find myself swapping keys yet again...  III

‘ If and when Volkswagen 

brings out a Mk 7 ‘R’ in a  

4-door version with factory 

VW ‘R’ Recaro seats, I may 

find myself swapping keys 

yet again...’
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motorsport – ripla retro rallycross

Just like old times, a highly modified VW Beetle 
dominated the Retro Rallycross event at Croft…

The CrofT CirCuiT in North Yorkshire, on 
Sunday March 15, saw reigning John Button 
Memorial Trophy winner ray Morgan 
qualify on pole position for the retro 
Rallycross (pre-1982) final in his Ford Escort, 
but it was James harrold in the turbo VW 
Beetle who made the best start and led 
throughout the race to claim victory. 

The day didn’t go completely to plan for 
Harrold, as he’d retired from heat one due 
to contact straight after the start line, but 
recovered to make it to the front row of the 
final. ‘Overall it’s been a really good day, I’ve 
really enjoyed it and the car has been great,’ 
said Harrold after the final.

In the new Super Retro (’82-’91) category,  
Scottish Vauxhall Astra driver Dave Black 
dominated through the heats, finishing 
ahead of Darren Grimson’s Vauxhall Nova, 

while Paul Smith, driving a VW Polo had one 
of his best races in his Retro Rallycross career 
and finished third ahead of Daniel Greaves  
in a Mazda 323.

The Retro Rallycross Challenge saw 
rallying legend Jimmy McRae attend as 
Guest of Honour at Croft. The next round is at 
Lydden Hill on April 6, outside our production 
schedule for this issue, followed by May 10 
at Pembrey and June 27-28 at Mondello Park. 
See www.retrorallycross.com

Organisers of the retro rallycross Challenge announced in February 2014 that their end of 
season trophy for retro rallycross Driver of the year was to be re-named as the ‘John Button 
Memorial Trophy’.

John Button, who passed away at his home in the South of France from a suspected heart attack 
in January 2014, was a regular and popular Rallycross driver in the Seventies and Eighties, highly 
competitive in the ‘Colorado Beetle’ that was prepared and sponsored by his VW-Audi dealership 
Autoconti of Trowbridge, Wiltshire. 

The team had their best achievements in 1976 when John finished runner-up in the Embassy 
RAC-MSA British Rallycross Championship and the TEAC Lydden Championship. In more recent 
years John became well known as he supported his son Jenson throughout his successful F1 career.
In 2014 the John Button Memorial Trophy was won by Ray Morgan, driving a Mk 3 Ford Escort BDA.

Photo: Matt Bristow

Bug power!

The naMe harrold may well be familiar to 
long-time VW enthusiasts. The 1974 1303s 
Beetle was first converted for rallycross in 
1982 by Peter harrold, originally in two- 
wheel drive format format, but then converted 
to four-wheel drive in 1989, with the car’s 
greatest success an outright victory at 
Lydden hill in 1992. it was converted back 
to two-wheel drive in 1997 and saw its last 
competitive outing driven by Peter at Lydden 
in 1998.

Peter passed away in 2003, and after 
sitting in the workshop for several few 
years it was decided that his car be rebuilt 
specifically for the Ripla Retro Rallycross 
Challenge with Peter’s nephew James at  
the wheel. 

James started rallycross himself in 2002,  
driving a self-built Peugeot 205 GTI and in  
2003 he was the British Stockhatch Rallycross 
champion in his first full season of the sport.

James took a break from Rallycross 
to concentrate on his work as a Fishery 
owner, but when the Ripla Retro Rallycross 
Challenge was announced the team started 
to think about using Peter’s iconic and totally 
unique Beetle.

The car remains much the same as when 
it was last used by Peter in 1998, powered 
by a 500 bhp turbocharged 2080 cc flat-four, 
with a Hewland DG300 5-speed gearbox, 
custom A-frame suspension and AP Racing 
brakes.

‘ Overall it’s been a really 
good day, I’ve really 
enjoyed it and the car  
has been great...’
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PEOPLE’S CARS – DAVID CROSS’S JETTA GT SPECIAL

Extra-special Jetta GT
David Cross recalls the tale of trials and tribulations that surrounds the 
restoration of this concours-quality Mk 2 Jetta GT Special – one of only 
50 ever made, with just a handful still surviving…

Photos: Neil Birkitt

It all began with an a4 sales sheet, bought 
from eBay, showing a two-tone body-kitted 
saloon that was, without doubt, from the 
mid-eighties. It was the Jetta gt Special, a 
top-of-the-line Jetta gt that was tastefully 
modified – although taste is subjective, and 
in the 1980s it was quite varied too – by GTI 
Engineering, the masters of modification 
for the Volkswagen group at that time. It 
was to be limited to a maximum of 50 cars, 
although it is by no means certain whether 
all 50 were ever made…

The Jetta GT came equipped with the 
same 112 PS 1.8-litre K-Jet fuel-injected 8-valve 
engine as the Mk 2 Golf GTI, and it had sports 
seats, green-tinted heat-insulating glass and 
a steel sliding sunroof. 

GTI Engineering took that several steps 
further by fitting a Zender ZII body kit, with 

integral front fog lamps, lowering it 30 mm 
on sports suspension, fitting a black leather-
rimmed steering wheel, with GTI Engineering 
logo; adding GTI Engineering’s trademark 
Atlas grey stripe along both flanks and 
fitting 7 x 15-inch RH 7-spoke alloy wheels, 
with 195/50 Dunlop D4 tyres. These rims 
were also known through GTI Engineering’s 
publications as Aerotech wheels and were 
often associated with the Aerotech body kit 
that was designed for GTI Engineering by 
Peter Stevens of Lotus Cars. 

There is no definitive record of exactly 
how many of the planned 50 were actually 
built, although an article published in 
Performance Car magazine in May 1986 
makes reference to the first batch of 20 
being ready at the time of publication, with 
the remainder to be built to meet further 

demand. While we can never be sure how 
many more were actually made, from my 
own research I believe that only about seven 
remain today, albeit in a variety of conditions 
and some with further modification.

So, in mid-2009, what on earth was the 
attraction of buying this unfashionable two-
tone, body-kitted, 23-year-old saloon? The 
rarity of the car wasn’t the attraction, nor 
was the GTI Engineering link – I just plain 
loved the look of it! 

Admittedly, it was an ugly duckling, 
and a very rusty one at that, but it was 
almost complete, although in a much worse 
state than was originally portrayed in the 
advert I’d seen, both in its description and 
supporting photographs. But by then I’d set 
my heart on it and so a deposit was paid… 

Collection day was an indication of what 
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was to come – it was raining, the trailer was 
too high, the plastic ramps both snapped and 
it took a couple of hours to load it up, along 
with a fair selection of colourful language! 
This was clearly going to be a challenge, but 
of a sort I could never have imagined.

Once home, it was stripped to a bare 
rolling shell before it could be properly 
assessed and the true challenge started to 
rear its ugly head. There was rust on every 
door seam, and terrible rot around the offside 
rear tail-light. At the time, I had no idea what 
could have caused this, but a few years later, 
through one of the forums, I was sent some 
pictures from 2003 and 2004 which showed 
the car sat there missing the rear tail-light, 
and covered in lichen. Clearly, there were 
also some prepped areas of primer fore and 
aft and it looked like it had been neglected  
for some time.

Once fully stripped, the car was then sent  
off to Simon Carroll at VWs ’R’ Us in Bradford  
(07891 842 244). Simon was a recommended to 
me by Junior at MJ Interiors, and throughout 
this project he became a great friend and also  
a foster parent to the car. After dropping it off,  
I popped over to see MJ for a brew, and by the 
time I returned to Simon’s, there were bits  
of Jetta all over the place – most of them  
very rusty! 

After a quick tally, it was obvious that 
I needed two new sills, a rear panel, two 
wings, a front grille and two doors. Many 

months spent scouring eBay, forums and 
scrapyards resulted in some great finds, but 
I was soon to need even more parts as there 
had been an electrical fire at the bodyshop 
and parts of the Zender body kit were burned 
and warped beyond repair! To top it off, the 
firemen had also knocked a Mk 2 Golf door 
from its hanger above my car, resulting in 
a dented roof edge. As well as all that, the 
next visit saw more rusty sections and the 
complete rear panel removed, and there  
was progressively less and less of the car  
I’d bought stood in front of me. 

There are many, to this day, who do not 
realise the full extent of the work that had  
to be carried out on this car. The term ‘trailer 
queen’ has often been bandied around when 
the car is seen at shows, but the only time 
it was ever on a trailer was to move the 
bodyshell around, and many seeing the car 
at this stage would have laughed out loud at 
the thought of it ever being displayed on a 
showground – more like a scrapyard! 

One of the mysteries regarding my car is 
that it had a later post-’87 rear panel with the 

‘ There are many, to this 
day, who do not realise the 
full extent of the work that 
had to be carried out on 
this car...’

central VW badge. I can only presume that it 
was due to some repairs in the past, although 
I did find another D-reg GT Special with the 
same later rear panel and no obvious signs 
of repair. 

It took a couple of months to find replace-
ment new-old-stock (NOS) Zender wheelarch 
trims and Jetta rear extensions, but finally 
both came all the way from the USA. Later, 
I also managed to find a NOS set of the fog 
lights and surrounds, also from the USA. 

Five months after dropping it off with 
Simon, we saw the first of the fresh metal 
being applied and it started to return to its 
former glory. Parts of the body kit were ready 
for flatting down and the scattered remains 
took on a more uniform Alpine white finish. 
June saw the rear panel replaced and the 
engine removed. I must point out, at this 
time, that Simon worked on my car around 
his more regular day-to-day jobs, as per  
our special arrangement, so it wasn’t a  
full-time task.

As with many restoration projects, it was 
all the small odds and ends that caused the 
most difficulty. On my original Zender kit 
there are thin lengths of trim that cover the 
screws on the side skirts. These required 
special clips that I was in dire need of. My 
car was not going to have any bondo holding 
these on, but could I find any – could I heck?! 

Then my luck turned a corner and a 
pair of NOS ones turned up in York, with all 
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the trim and clips – I bid and won and was 
ecstatic! I jumped in the car to go and collect 
them but, as with every stage of this rebuild, 
there was a sting. I had been double rechts’ed 
– no links, but at least I had the clips and trim. 

August saw the engine bay and wheels 
finished and the bodyshell in primer, while 
January 2011 saw the engine back in and the  
top-coat applied. By March, the next challenge 
was to apply the grey stripes – these took 
three of us over eight hours to mask out ready  
for paint. For all the future onlookers, tempted 
to try and piggle at the stripe – it’s paint, not 
a sticker, so please don’t pick at it with your 
fingernails!

By the end of March it was back home 
with me in the garage, although I will  
admit to being a bit lazy at putting it all 

back together and this was to bite me in the 
backside later on. Three and a half weeks 
before GTI International 2011, I started the 
work I should have begun when I got the  
car home – whoops! 

If it wasn’t for Rob West, then I’m 
sure it would still be scattered around in 
boxes, sheds and the loft. Between us we 
transformed a bare bodyshell with a poorly 
running engine into a Concours entrant in 
about 25 days. Rob and myself took time off 
from work and drank copious amounts of 
tea, while installing all the original seating 
and interior trim, new suspension, new 
tyres, new water pump (three times!) and  
all the glass, and I dread to remember what 
else was only completed with lots early 
starts, late nights and more agricultural 

phrases, in such a ridiculously short time.
I’d also applied to the DVLA for the  

car’s history and found that my car had  
two previous registrations. C990 WLT was  
its original registration and was already 
etched in the windows, but it had also  
been registered as 696 EYU before gaining 
C626 GGT in 1992. 

From then until now, I’ve enjoyed 
attending as many shows as my work 
commitments would allow, and have 
probably spent more hours cleaning it 
than driving it. I’ve even made a custom 
colour-coded display stand to show the 
A4 sales sheet that started off this epic 
adventure. 

The Jetta GT has even picked up the 
occasional trophy. I was very pleasantly 
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‘ Between us, Rob and 
I transformed a bare 
bodyshell with a poorly 
running engine into 
a Concours entrant in 
about 25 days...’
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surprised in 2013 when it won the Best 
Concours award at the Ultimate Dubs show 
at the Telford Exhibition Centre, but I knew 
nothing about it at the time because I was 
enjoying a brew with mates. Well, isn’t that 
what shows are all about?! 

There have been some more trophies,  
and a lot more cleaning, since then and I’m 
still sorting out the period stereo installation, 
after I found a Blaupunkt CDP05 CD player 
from 1986 to go along with the Blaupunkt 
MR23 head unit. I also have a period-style 
mobile phone, a Motorola 4800X, that I put  
on display when I show the car at events.

I don’t think Concours cars are ever 
finished, are they? In fact, I even bought 
a second Jetta GT Special, after I saw it for 
sale on eBay and had grand plans of either 
restoring it or finding the ‘right’ owner. 
Unfortunately, closure of the storage unit 
where I was keeping it has pushed the 
sale along and you can find it advertised 
elsewhere in this issue.   III

Dave Cross tells us that he will be showing his  
Jetta GT Special in the Concours at the Stanford  
Hall VW event on Sunday May 3, and also at 
GTI International over the weekend of July 4-5. 
If anyone has any information relating to the 
Jetta GT Special, or GTI Engineering branded 
items of special interest, please call Dave on 
07812 008 265 or contact him by e-mail at: 
jettagtspecial@outlook.com with pictures, 
details from previous owners, and registration 
numbers etc. and he will try to build up a 
website in the future.

•  Performance Car magazine in May ’86 stated 
that the first batch of 20 cars was already 
prepared at the time of publication. It was 
also stated that more, up to a maximum of 
50, were to be produced as dealer demand 
dictated. How many really were made?

•  None that I have encountered had originally 
received any engine work, although an advert 
for mine (C626 GGT) in PVW in 2000 claimed 
that it had 135 bhp (GTI Engineering Plus Pack 
power) although I haven’t found any marks on 
the cylinder head and I haven’t rolling-road 
dyno tested it to check. From the way it drives 
I am not convinced it’s a 135 bhp car.

•  Some pictures taken at GTI Engineering form 
a batch that I am guessing were included 
with each car. If you look at their own press 
release in GTEye2, the line of cars in the 
photos is the opposite view that was used in 
the GTEye2 press release. You can even see 
a white Jetta GTI in the background on both 
pictures.

•  There were several with the later post-’87 
rear panel. Mine was left intact and I have 
been informed of another with the central  
VW badge intact and both had no obvious 
signs of repair. The second Jetta GT Special 
I have has the pre-’87 badges but closer 
inspection from inside the boot shows that 
the recess is there for the later central VW 
badge. I restored mine using a later post-’87 
panel with the central roundel recess plated 
over – accidentally, I seem to have mirrored 
some of its siblings.

•  The chassis numbers of the two examples  
I have are 180 apart.

•  The Atlas grey stripe along the flanks is  
a GTI Engineering trademark detail also  

  Although David Cross has accumulated quite a lot of information about the Jetta GT Special  
there are still some intriguing questions to be answered…

used on their Aerotech demo cars and 
several others. The earliest I’ve seen this 
used is on a special edition Golf RLR  
(Richard Lloyd Racing). See also the front 
cover of the book ‘VW Power and Style’  
by Ian Kuah.

•  The RH wheels are also the same wheels 
that GTI Engineering referred to as Aerotech 
wheels. They were often advertised in 
conjunction with their Aerotech body kit 
which was designed by Peter Stevens who 
was chief designer at Lotus.

•  Gilders also sold a Jetta GT ‘special’ of  
their own making. It had the same body kit 
and was white, but had the Zender Turbo 
wheels. In one picture of this car on the 
Gilders forecourt you can also see a genuine 
Jetta GT Special lined up on the forecourt, 
with the Gilders ‘special’ in the showroom.  
I don’t know anything else about this  
Gilders car.

•  You need a block of wood to be able to  
use a trolley jack when jacking the car up, 
because the sills are difficult to navigate.  
I was told by a previous owner that a block 
of wood was originally supplied with the 
car, for this purpose. This information was 
volunteered to me without any prompting,  
so it may well be true (?)

•  The exact make of the original shocks and 
springs fitted are unknown to me. Was it just 
a set of lowering springs or different dampers 
too?

•  I have seen a couple of old pictures where 
the door mirrors were colour-coded, but 
these are a minority. They were also available 
with either chrome or black VW roundels on 
the front grille.

Previous features
Other articles on the Jetta GT Special 
have appeared in the March 1995 issue 
of Volkswagen Audi Car (p 36-38) and the 
February 2009 issue of Volkswagen Driver  
(p 35-39). www.volkswagendrivermag.co.uk

‘ I’ve probably spent more 
hours cleaning it than 
driving it...’
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With the prospect of new Golf and Passat 
Alltrack models coming soon within the 
Volkswagen stable, we took the opportunity 
to sample the all-round abilities of the Leon 
X-Perience from sister marque SeAt.

The concept of the X-Perience is very 
similar to the transformation of Golf and 
Passat Estate into Alltrack, with the four-door  
Leon ST estate model converted into an off-
road style vehicle with accoutrements like 
flared wheelarches, front and rear body 
guards, and with the suspension uprated and 
the ride height raised by 15 mm. 

It’s not just an off-road ‘style’ vehicle, 
though, because with the benefit of a torquey 
2.0-litre TDI engine and Haldex four-wheel 
drive system (referred to as 4Drive in SEAT 
parlance) it does have the power and traction 
necessary to cope with soft-road use. Just 
like the country lanes, steep slopes, soft 
slippery surfaces and loose gravel tracks that 
we encountered on a UK press driving day 
based around the Wye Valley and the Forest 
of Dean, that heavily wooded area between 
Gloucestershire and South Wales.

In fact, SEAT is pitching it more as a 
lifestyle vehicle than a soft-roader in its 

own right, with many of the promo videos 
featuring energetic mountain bikers and 
outdoor types heading off into the hills, with 
their bike racks and camping gear on board. 
The X-Perience is more of a means to an end, 
but also a thoroughly practical and enjoyable 
driving experience in its own right, still just 
as comfortable and practical as a family 
hack, for shopping trips, picnics and days 
out, and quite capable for long motorway 
journeys or urban commuting. A great 
allrounder, in fact.

It’s based on the same MQB platform  
as the Mk 7 Golf – lighter and stronger  
etc – with the same 2630 mm wheelbase, 
with similar features of electro-mechanical 
steering rack and multi-link rear suspension, 
although it has a conventional hand-brake 
lever rather than the electronic parking 
brake.

‘ SEAT is pitching it more  
as a lifestyle vehicle  
than a soft-roader in its 
own right...’

There are two trim levels, SE and SE 
Technology, the most obvious external 
difference of which is that the SE has 17-inch  
alloys with 205/55 tyres while the SE Tech 
has 18s with 225/45s and comes with front 
fog lights as standard, as well as LED head-
lights and tail lights. The SE Technology 
model also has the Driver Profile Selection 
(DPS) to switch between Eco, Normal, Sport 
and Individual modes, although the Dynamic 
Chassis Control (DCC) adaptive damping does  
not, as the brochure clearly states, use radar 
to monitor the road conditions. Clearly, some- 
one got their DCC mixed up with their ACC…

It also has Alcantara upholstery, 
electrically folding door mirrors and 5.8-
inch screen with satellite navigation, while 
a £1,250 Lux pack can be added to provide 
black leather upholstery, heated front seats, 
headlight washers, heated washer nozzles, 
an electrically adjustable driver’s seat and 
chrome roof rails.

Available across the Leon range for 
2015 is the Navigation System High, with 
an enlarged (6.5-inch) high-resolution 
touchscreen, which includes features such 
as the Eco Trainer for improved economy 
driving and, for the X-Perience it comes with 
an off-road information panel, showing 
altitude, inclination and compass functions. 

Like the Leon ST estate on which it’s based, 
roof rails are standard and the X-Perience 
has an ample 587-litre boot capacity, expanding 
to 1,470 litres as the split-folding seats are 
folded forwards by pulling a lever. The split-

SISTER MARQUES – SEAT LEON X-PERIENCE

SEAT soft-roader

SEAT has used its experience to provide  
the Leon ST Estate with mild off-road ability, 
and – with torquey TDI power and 4Drive 
traction – it works very well indeed...
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level boot floor can be dropped to a lower level  
for an extra 10 litres of space, to provide 687 
litres, and below it hides a spacesaver spare 
wheel and tyre as well as a few extra nooks 
and crannies for out-of sight stowage space.

It comes with a choice of two 2.0 TDI 
diesel engines, with either 150 or 184 PS, 
the former with 6-speed manual gearbox 
and the latter only with 6-speed DSG auto 
transmission. SEAT quotes a 0-62 mph 
acceleration time of 8.7 seconds and a top 
speed of 129 mph for the 150 PS, and 7.1 
seconds and 130 mph for the 184 PS DSG, 
with both claimed to be capable of the same 
combined fuel consumption of 57.6 mpg with 
CO2 emissions of 129 g/km. 

We were able to drive both versions 
fairly extensively around the fast sweeping 
main roads, as well as the tight twisty 
country lanes of the Forest of Dean, with 
the X-Perience instantly proving quite 
impressive with its confident combination 
of lively performance, excellent handling, 
sharp steering response and good ride 
quality. Indeed, there’s very little sense of 
that additional ride height – just drop the 
seat height adjustment to compensate – 

if anything, the extra spring travel only 
improves its ability to soak up larger 
irregularities, although the lower profile 
tyres of the SE Tech version were a little 
more communicative when it comes to both 
steering response and rough road surfaces.

Although not really demanding enough 
to be considered a proper off-road course, 
a lengthy excursion onto the gravel tracks 
around the forest had also been arranged.  
In reality this could have been traversed well 
enough with a standard two-wheel drive car, 
meaning that the Leon X-Perience was more 
than up to the job of dealing with the rough 
surfaces and even a full-throttle hill start  
on loose gravel posed no problems. 

Just to show how far off the beaten  
track we were, rounding one corner in the 
middle of the forest we were treated to the  
unusual sight of a family of wild boar grazing 
at the side of the trail. Apparently, they are 
quite common in this part of the world, but  
unfortunately they were just a bit too quick 
on their feet for us to be able to grab a photo…

The cars we drove were all rolling on 
normal performance tyres, which would 
probably prove adequate all year round in 

most circumstances, thanks to the inherent 
advantage of the latest generation of Haldex 
four-wheel drive system, but a good all-round 
tyre like the Michelin CrossClimate we’ve 
tested elsewhere in this issue would surely  
be a perfect complement for a car like this.

SEAT’s offerings typically have sharper, 
more ‘youthful’ styling than we’re used to here  
in the Volkswagen camp, but it’s far from overt  
and outrageous and in the modest colours of  
these test cars the Leon X-Perience didn’t look  
too far out of context in the rural environment. 
In fact, it very quickly endeared itself to 
all who drove it, providing quite a healthy 
combination of enthusiasm and practicality, 
as well as performance with economy. This 
is certainly a car for all seasons. 

Sitting alongside the recently announced 
ST Cupra 280 at the top of the Leon range, it’s 
not particularly cheap, and some will argue 
that for many users the standard Leon ST will 
be more than adequate for most purposes, 
but within the niche for which it is targeted 
the Leon X-Perience ticks all the boxes. It will 
be interesting to see how the forthcoming 
Passat and Golf Alltrack compare, and next 
month we’ll be doing just that… III

Prices 
SEAT Leon X-Perience SE 2.0 TDI 150 PS 
6-speed manual   £24,385

SEAT Leon X-Perience SE Technology  
2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed manual   £26,370

SEAT Leon X-Perience SE Technology  
2.0 TDI 184 PS 6-speed DSG   £28,870
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tyre test – michelin crossclimate

All rolled  
into one!

For years now, the tyre industry has 
been trying to get the message across to 
the buying public about the advantages of 
winter tyres. not just for the snowy and 
icy conditions in which they excel in terms 
of traction, handling and braking, but also 
superior to high-performance summer 
tyres in any cold and wet road conditions 
where the ambient temperature is below 
7°C. Here in the UK, that accounts for quite 
a large proportion of the year, certainly 
between mid-october and early april.

And it’s a message that has slowly been 
getting through, with many responsible 
motorists now owning two sets of wheels 
and tyres, swapping them over when the 
conditions require. Here at Volkswagen Driver 
we now change wheels and tyres on our 
‘daily driver’ Mk 4 Golf V6 4Motion, swapping 
to Winter tyres in the late Autumn, and the 
VW press office often supplies road-test cars 
fitted with Winter tyres during the colder 
months. 

It’s a strategy that has pros and cons. The 
advantage is that, if you time it right, you’re 
rolling on the right rubber for the ambient 
conditions – with Summer tyres providing 
excellent performance, handling and good 
fuel economy on dry roads, while the Winter 
tyres provide superior traction and improved 
safety throughout the cold, wet months – and 
can make all the difference on ice and snow 
when everyone else is slithering helplessly 
about. Indeed, it’s often argued that a two-
wheel-drive car on Winter tyres is better than 
a 4WD in such slippery conditions, although a  
4WD on Winter tyres is almost unstoppable! 

Unfortunately for the tyre companies, and 
those of us who’ve invested in a separate set 
of Winter wheels and tyres – and bothered to 
change them over – that ultimate advantage 
has hardly been necessary, with only the odd 
day or so of light snow here in most of the UK 
for the last couple of years, although they’ve 
still been of some benefit in the ordinary cold 
and wet conditions. Maybe next year will be 
different…

Now, though, there is also another 
strategy to consider, because Michelin has 
just launched a new tyre called CrossClimate, 

‘ It’s often argued that a two-wheel-drive car on Winter 
tyres is better than a 4WD in such slippery conditions, 
although a 4WD on Winter tyres is almost unstoppable! 

which has been designed to provide virtually 
the same performance as a premium brand 
tyre in the Summer but also to equal the 
ability of a Winter tyre in cold conditions  
and on snow and ice. 

We won’t refer to it as an all-season 
tyre, though, because – as Michelin recently 
demonstrated in a series of comparative 
performance tests – the CrossClimate 
outperforms traditional all-season tyres by 
a considerable margin in all areas. It seems 
that where all-season tyres are concerned, 
the old adage ‘jack of all trades, master of 

Michelin’s new CrossClimate 
has been shown not only 
to be much better than all-
season tyres, but also to 
produce the performance  
of a Summer tyre and a 
Winter tyre, all rolled into 
one. Neil Birkitt reports...
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none’ often applies. Instead, the CrossClimate 
seems to be something of a polymath, with 
serious expertise in all areas…

We were recently able to sample the 
abilities of the CrossClimate at first hand,  
the day after visiting the Geneva Show, when 
we took part in the Michelin press launch 
just across the border. After a 60-km road trip 
up into the mountains, with the car park at 
the halfway point a good four inches deep  
in fresh snow, the CrossClimate-shod car 
coped with it admirably before heading 
back to the track test site. Here, a number of 
comparative driving tests had been set up, 
using a fleet of Mk 7 Golf 1.2 TSIs that had 
been fitted with a selection of tyres, to assess 
their performance at first hand.

Comparing the stopping ability on a dry  
road, from 100 kph (62 mph), the CrossClimate 
was almost the equal of the Michelin Energy 
Saver Plus Summer tyre and stopped shorter 
than the Goodyear Vector 4 Seasons all-
weather tyre by a significant 5.3 metres 
(more than the length of a large car) as well 
as, of course, the Michelin Alpin Winter tyre, 
by some 7.6 metres. Assessed on the standard 
Euro wet braking test, from 80 kph to 20 kph  
(50 to 12 mph) at 6°C, the CrossClimate 

stopped 2.3 metres shorter than the best  
all-season tyre.

To evaluate lateral wet grip, the cars 
were driven on a tight line around a water-
soaked roundabout, up to about 35 kph and 
then increasing speed steadily past 40 kph 
until the tyres began to lose traction and run 
wide. Not only did the CrossClimate generate 
0.67 lateral g before the onset of breakaway, 
compared with 0.62 for the summer tyre, 
0.63 for the all-season and 0.66 for the winter 
tyre, but its behaviour at the limit was much 
more progressive, requiring just the slightest 
twitch of the steering wheel to regain the 
line, where the summer tyre needed quite 
a large countersteer to hold a fairly sudden 
breakaway.

Most interesting, of course, was the 
CrossClimate’s ability on a snow and ice-
covered slope. A gradient of 9 degrees doesn’t 

sound like much (it’s 1 in 6.3 or 15.8%) but 
when you’re trying to climb it on summer 
tyres it’s quite a challenge. On the third 
attempt, using the absolute maximum of 
finesse, it was just about possible to ease 
slowly up it on the Michelin Energy Saver 
Summer tyres, but in contrast the car on 
CrossClimates just stormed effortlessly  
up the slope using plenty of throttle in  
second gear! 

Independent testing shows the 
performance of the CrossClimate to be  

‘ To evaluate lateral wet grip, 
the cars were driven on a 
tight line around a water-
soaked roundabout...’
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equal to Michelin’s own Alpin Winter tyre  
in this respect; in fact, the CrossClimate  
has been certified to the 3PMSF standard 
(Three Peaks Mountain Snowflake) –  
a US standard that is accepted in Europe, 
which means that it is approved for use  
in Winter conditions in countries which 
 have legislation to that effect.

The CrossClimate is also rated ‘C’ for  
fuel efficiency on the EU tyre labeling system, 
and rated ‘A’ for wet braking, as well as a 
modest 1 bar (68 db) for noise level. 

No specific data was offered for longevity, 
but Michelin claims that the CrossClimate 
will last as long as the Michelin Energy Saver,  
not least because it continues to provide 
adequate performance right down to the legal 
minimum tread depth of 1.6 mm, while 
many tyre manufacturers recommend that 
their Winter tyres are replaced at 2.5 mm.

So, how does Michelin achieve all this? 
The exact technical details are a commercial 
secret, but the key components are a special 
compound along with innovative three-angle 
V-tread pattern with new 3D interlocking 
full-depth sipes which produce a claw effect 
on snow, and with a supple tread area, for 
good lateral and longitudinal grip. A new 
undertread construction also helps to reduce 
the heat generation which is one of the main 
problems with using conventional Winter 
tyres in summer conditions. 

Essentially, rather than being a Winter 
tyre that has been modified to work better  
in the dry, as is the case with most all-
seasons tyres, the CrossClimate is an Energy 
Saver Plus that has been extensively adapted 
to work just as well as a Winter tyre in the 
cold and wet, with only the very slightest 
compromise in its dry road performance.

Clearly, there is a big advantage here with 
a tyre that not only functions all year round, 
but works as well as a typical premium 
Summer tyre in warm dry conditions, and 
as well as a specific Winter tyre in cold, wet 
snow and ice. Examine the ‘spider diagram’ 
which shows the relative performance in 
all the key areas and you’ll see that the only 
parameter in which the CrossClimate loses 
out, and only by a small margin, is in terms 
of dry braking when compared against the 
Summer tyre. That’s something to be aware 
of, but it pales into insignificance compared 
with the considerable ability of the new tyre 
in all other conditions.

Most importantly, we’ve now come to 
think of tyres as being either Summer or 
Winter, but – as Michelin’s presentation 
highlighted – weather conditions can change 
quite dramatically and quickly from warm 

‘ The CrossClimate is rated 
‘C’ for fuel efficiency and  
‘A’ for wet braking on the 
EU tyre labeling system...’

michelin crossclimate
average all-season
goodyear vector 4seasons
michelin energy saver+
michelin alpin 5
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and dry one day, to cold wet and even 
snowy the next. In extreme cases that sort 
of climate change can occur within hours, 
even minutes, with a sudden downpour, with 
no chance whatsoever to change whole sets 
of wheels and tyres to suit. Even race teams 
with expert pit crews occasionally have 
trouble with that scenario!

Alarmingly, Michelin’s market research 
shows that, on average, 65 per cent of 
European motorists use Summer tyres on 
their cars all year round, compromising 
safety during the Winter, and even in 
Germany 20 per cent fail to change to Winter 
tyres – despite the legislation to that effect. 

Of equal concern is that 40 per cent of 
those who do fit Winter tyres leave it until 
the last moment to change, and – just as bad  
– 3% of drivers in Germany and 7% in France  
leave Winter tyres on all year round, seriously 
compromising dry braking and handling, as 
well as increasing fuel consumption. Clearly, 
there is a very strong case for using a tyre 
which works well in all weather conditions, 
throughout the year, without having to chop 
and change. 

When asked about the cost, Michelin’s 
marketing staff suggested that they will be 
sold at a recommended retail price that is 
typically £6 more than the average Summer 
tyre and £6 less that a typical Winter tyre. 
Consider that against the cost of fitting and 
balancing, if swapping tyres on existing rims, 
or keeping a full set of spare wheels and tyres 

in storage and then having them fitted, and 
there’s really no issue. There would already 
be a strong case for the CrossClimate in 
terms of practicality and safety, even if they 
were considerably more expensive.

The new CrossClimate will be available 
from May 2015, initially with 23 sizes ranging 
from 185/65 R15 to 225/45 R17, covering 70 per 
cent of the general market. Sadly, no suitable 
applications are available yet for any of the 
other larger VW Group models, but further 
sizes are scheduled for 2016. III

ContaCt
Michelin UK
www.michelin.co.uk
www.crossclimate.michelin.co.uk/experience

All test figures quoted were recorded independently by the TÜV SUD, using sizes 
205/55 R16 and 195/65 R15, at various times during the Winter of 2014 / 2015
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Because we know you’re not just  insur ing a car,

 you’re insur ing a l i festyle.

Herts Insurance Consultants Ltd

 is authorised and regulated by the
 

Financial Conduct Authority No 309073 

hertsinsurance.com

Subject to policy selection and Terms & Conditions

0800 121 7422

Policies Can Include: 

f
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NOW ANYTIME CAN BE GO-TIME. 
K&N® high-flow air filters are designed to increase
horsepower with up to 50% more airflow.
And with five-minute installation, better performance
doesn’t get much easier. Order yours online today.

KNFILTERS.COM SUPERIOR AIRFLOW. SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE.™

EVERYONE
LOVES THAT 
FAST CAR 
SMELL.

Volkswagen DRIVER 182x128 Replacement.indd   1 18.03.15   13:33
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ABT SporTSline pASSAT B8 upgrAdeS
One Of the undoubted stars of the ABt Sportsline stand at the 2015 Geneva Motor Show 
was the new VW Passat B8. Voted Car of the Year, it’s something special even in standard 
form, but with the benefit of a few well-chosen ABT Sportsline upgrades the new Passat  
is in a whole new league…

Thanks to an ABT Power New Generation engine management upgrade the original 240 PS  
(176 kW) 2.0-litre bi-turbo TDI diesel unit now develops 280 PS (206 kW). ‘With our specially 
developed ABT Engine Control unit with its own software, this latest upgrade provides utmost 
power, balance and dependability,’ says CEO Hans-Jürgen Abt: ‘Extensive tests on our own 
dynamometer and on the road, and comprehensive follow-up warranties attest to our 
product’s quality.’

The ABT Sportsline body kit only complements its dynamic improvement, with the use  
of a stylish front spoiler and grille, side skirt attachments and door mirror housings, as well  
as the rear skirt along with a rear spoiler, different for both the estate and the saloon.

Both for show and ‘go’, the ABT Passat B8 rides on a set of lowered and stiffened ABT suspension 
springs, for optimised handling, and rolls on a set of brand-new 20-inch diameter ABT FR alloy 
wheels, fitted with high-performance Continental tyres. With a black-painted centre hub and 
front-polished double spokes, this wheel design ‘embodies luxury, sportiness and elegance’. 
Alternatively, ABT Sportsline also provides a wide range of other cast and forged wheels like  
the DR design in a massive 21-inch diameter.

For further details visit www.abt-sportsline.co.uk or you can contact the UK importer  
of ABT Sportsline parts, Richter Sport, on 0845 370 3227 (www.richtersport.co.uk). 

ABT Sportsline was recently voted the best brand in the Tuner category by readers  
of the German magazine auto motor und sport.

new CASio edifiCe  
eQB 510d-1Aef 
the 2015 spring/summer collection from 
Casio Edifice presents the latest advances 
in watch technology and precision, 
with Casio creating a new line around 
a central Active Racing Line theme that 
takes the brand’s motorsport  inspired 
designs to a new level.

The Casio Edifice EQB 510D is the first 
feature-packed release for 2015. A multi-
function timepiece that exudes a bold 
design index, a key element of this hero 
model is the inclusion of Bluetooth Smart 
technology, which allows it to be paired 
with a compatible smartphone (Apple iOS 7 
plus Android 4.3 and 4.4 firmware) running 
a free  Casio app.

Primarily designed for world travellers, 
this feature automatically corrects the main  
analogue display to precisely match the 
local time in whatever country you arrive 
in, while the supplementary dials are used 
like a watch-within -a- watch to clearly 
indicate the time and date back at home.

Twice a year, the EQB 510D will use its 
smartphone link to automatically adjust 
between BST and GMT and in an additional 
feature that saves constant checking of your  
smartphone, the app can be used to remotely  
set alarm calls and provide incoming e-mail  
notifications on the watch.

Extra features of the Casio Edifice 
EQB 510D include solar charging, 10-bar 
water resistance, alarm clock, split- timer 
stopwatch, and a speed meter, all packed 
within a beautifully crafted stainless-steel 
construction and under a scratch -resistant 
mineral glass cover. 

With a recommended retail price of 
£300, the 2015 Casio Edifice EQB 510D will  
be available from April 2015, at branches  
of H.Samuel as well as Casio London  
(www.casioonline.co.uk).

Photo: Neil Birkitt

fAlken Tyre To Supply oeM  
AppliCATion for pASSAT
FALKEN, the Japanese tyre brand, will be supplying 16-inch ZIEX ZE914A tyres for OEM 
fitment on the latest Passat. 

The ZIEX ZE914, already proven as a standard tyre, was redeveloped for the Volkswagen 
Passat by Falken’s engineers in Japan and tailored to the Passat’s specifications, with the 
ZIEX ZE914A supplied for use as a standard summer tyre and the ZIEX ZE914A Ecorun (a tyre 
with optimised rolling resistance) for economy applications.

This is the first time that the ZIEX ZE914 has achieved OEM status; the models used  
will be the standard summer tyre model and an eco-model with optimised rolling 
resistance, both in dimensions 215/60R16. In addition to the significantly reduced drive- 
by noise common to both tyres, the ZIEX ZE914A Ecorun also  
enhances fuel savings by lowering consumption.

“The ZIEX ZE914A is an excellent tyre and a great match for  
Volkswagen’s new midsize flagship vehicle. Both the saloon  
and variant models of the Passat will be fitted with the Falken  
ZE914A and Ecorun in future,” reveals Christian Stolting,  
Key Account Manager OE at Falken Tyre Europe GmbH.  
“We’re delighted at Volkswagen’s decision to extend Falken’s  
role as OEM tyre supplier to the new Passat in addition to the  
Volkswagen up! and Polo. Volkswagen’s move confirms our  
acknowledged and consistent high performance in both the  
development and production sectors.”
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eiBACh pro-kiT for B8 pASSAT
EIBACH hAS ReCentLY released a Pro-Kit suspension package 
for the latest Passat (2015-on), to improve both its handling and 
appearance, with little compromise in terms of the ride quality.

Designed to work in conjunction with the original factory-
fitted dampers, the set of four Pro-kit springs lowers the Passat by 
a subtle 30-35 mm on the front and 25 mm at the rear, giving it 
a visually more dynamic stance and improving the handling by 
lowering the centre of gravity. The progressively wound springs 
cope comfortably with normal driving requirements while 
stiffening up when pushed harder, to resist body roll on cornering.

With a recommended retail price of £180 + VAT the Eibach pro-
Kit comes with full TUV approval and a 5-year warranty. For more 
details contact Eibach UK on 01455 285 850 or visit www.eibach.com

riChBrook indoor CAr CoverS
AS SuPPLIEd TO car manufacturers and many leading prestige 
and classic car dealerships, Richbrook’s soft, stretchy and strong 
indoor car covers are precisely designed to ensure a perfect, snug 
fit for your car.

Available in Blue, Black or Red, the patented lycra blended satin 
fabric guarantees that the cover clings to the contours of your car, 
while the tightly woven fabric not only protects against dust and 
other pollutants but, most significantly, remains breathable to 
prevent condensation forming on all surfaces of your vehicle.

Embossed with a subtle Richbrook along the door sill, the snug 
fit and low-profile seams offer a sleek finish and a cover that not 
only looks good but which also provides some degree of protection 
against minor knocks, scratches and dings.

Each Richbrook tailored indoor cover is supplied in a generously 
sized zip-up bag that matches the colour of the chosen cover, along 
with full fitting instructions, so your pride and joy will be protected 
in no time.

Richbrook has a wide range of covers in stock for the majority 
of cars on British roads, priced at £129.99. For more details, call 
01328 862 387 or e-mail: orders@richbrook.co.uk

relAy reMovAl plierS 
LASeR tOOLS now has a tool to remove electrical relays quickly, 
easily and without damage. Quite often, it’s the apparently 
simple jobs that cause the most frustration, and trying to extract 
a relay from a bank of closely fitted relays from under the dash, 
or in the far recesses of the boot, can test anyone’s patience. 
Using a screwdriver or similar lever can damage the relay, and 
could also cause an electrical short circuit.

 Laser Tools offers a solution, in the form of their new Relay 
Removal Pliers, designed to make the job quick and easy. The jaws 
are specifically designed to grasp the relay securely and safely 
and the composite handle is spring-loaded to allow for easy use. 
Designed for the professional technician, it’s a real time-saver.

 Available now from your local Laser Tools supplier, under Part 
No. 5991, the tool is very good value, typically priced at £17.12 + VAT. 
More details from www.lasertools.co.uk

new AuToglyM Bodywork ShAMpoo
AuTOGLYM has unveiled a brand-new car shampoo that promises a 
rich foaming formulation which quickly breaks down and removes 
everyday contaminants from vehicle paintwork. With a rich fruity 
fragrance, it is easy to use and is a safe ph neutral formulation, so 
it doesn’t affect existing wax or polish layers on the paintwork.

Paul Caller, Autoglym’s Chief Executive, said: ‘We always strive 
to be innovative with our products and are continually looking for 
ways to improve our range of products. We’d spent time looking at 
the factors that influenced people when cleaning their cars and found 
that a large proportion of people were attracted by the high foaming 
qualities of a car shampoo, as well as excellent cleaning properties 
and being easy to rinse.

‘With this in mind we developed Bodywork Shampoo, this high 
quality product offers an option for customers who prefer foamier 
shampoos, whilst still being easy to rinse without leaving any streaks 
or residue. We are delighted to launch our brand new shampoo and it 
is an important addition to our large and diverse product range.’

The shampoo comes in a 500 ml bottle costing £5.99 for 17 washes, 
and a 1.0-litre bottle costing £7.99 for 35 washes, both of which will be 
on sale in a number of large retailers including Halfords. To see the 
new Bodywork Shampoo and a full range of Autoglym products visit 
www.autoglym.com
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fuel ion MAgneTiC wireleSS  
SMArTphone ChArgerS
PATRIOT, a manufacturer of memory and mobile accessories,  
has launched its fUeL iOn range of magnetic wireless chargers  
for iPhone and Samsung smartphones. Providing mains equivalent 
wireless charging speeds, the fUeL iOn range of desktop and travel 
chargers eliminate the need for cords by simply magnetically 
docking and charging mobile devices, with charging stations 
available for the home, office and car.

The slim and stylish FUEL iON cases are currently compatible 
with iPhone 5/5s and the Samsung Galaxy 4, Samsung Galaxy S5 and 
Samsung Note 3. The cases use an incredibly strong neodymium magnet 
technology to automatically secure the phone to its charging base.

Unlike many inductive charging products currently available, which 
offer the convenience of wireless charging, but at a much slower 
speed, the FUEL iON charging stations provide charging speeds similar 
to that of plugging your device directly into a mains wall socket.  

As well as providing fast charging speeds, the FUEL iON Charging 
Case also has multiple axes for vertical or horizontal viewing. The 
iPhone case kit features a slide-in protective cover with easy access to 
buttons, while the Samsung case kit features a protective flip cover  
to protect the screen while leaving ports and buttons accessible. 

Priced at £99.99, the FUEL iON Charging Pad provides the perfect 
charging solution as it can be packed into a travel bag or discreetly set 
on a nightstand or coffee table, without taking up much space, while 
the FUEL iON Car Charger also keeps devices charged when on the 
move, simply mounting on the windshield or dashboard and connect 
to the cigarette lighter socket.

For more information, see www.patriotmemory.com. The FUEL iON 
range is available now in store and online at Carphone Warehouse 
www.carphonewarehouse.com

AffordABle dAB upgrAde 
froM ClArion
A ReSeARCh and development programme by Clarion, here in 
the uK, to produce an affordable dAB (digital Audio Broadcasting) 
in-car entertainment upgrade specially for the British market, 
has culminated in the launch of the Clarion CZ505E, a dAB direct 
replacement for all single dIN dashboard head units.

While in-car digital audio continues to be adopted as original  
equipment by the major vehicle manufacturers, mobile entertainment 
specialist Clarion has also focused on enabling owners of earlier 
vehicles to enjoy the benefits of digital broadcasting on the move.

The all-new, high-spec., yet affordable dashboard unit was  
designed and engineered by Clarion in the UK, switching auto-
matically to receive both DAB and FM broadcasts. 

It also features an integral CD/MP3 player, while front-mounted 
USB and mini-jack ports enable instant plug and play of iPhone, 
iPod and mobile music libraries. The unit is also equipped with 
built-in Bluetooth for hands-free communication, phonebook 
access and audio streaming from Bluetooth-enabled mobiles. 
Excellent sound quality is matched with a strong 4 x 45W output, 
and a 4-channel RCA connection is provided for further system 
expansion.     

Finished in gloss black with a clear illuminated display and  
great functionality, it is packaged with a DAB glass mount antenna.  
A wide range of Clarion loudspeakers is also available to 
complement this unit.

Typically priced at £169 inc. VAT, the CZ505E is available now 
from the Clarion UK appointed retailer network and on-line at  
the official Clarion UK store, at www.clarion-shop.co.uk

FORGE MOTORSPORT has re-designed its previous oil catch-can  
kits for VW Group cars with the 2.0 TFSI engine, featuring modifi-
cations derived from valuable lessons learned along the way. 

Designed to completely bypass the factory PCV system, while 
still providing emissions compliance, the Forge catch tank kit is a 
fully recirculating design, but it has been designed to capture all 
of the aerated oil, fuel, and water vapour contained in the blow-by 
gasses that would otherwise enter the intake tract and potentially 
contribute to deposits on the intake valves of the direct-injection 
engine. 

By keeping the intake system clean, the engine performs at 
its optimum in the long-term, making this system an essential 
addition on any tuned, hard-driven or towing vehicle and a great 
insurance policy on any standard vehicle.

The kit contains everything needed for a quick and simple 
installation, with all hoses, components and accessories provided 
as standard, along with a highly detailed and fully illustrated set of 
fitting instructions. Every part of the kit is hand-finished in Forge’s 
Gloucestershire factory, with the beautifully CNC machined and 
detailed heat-sink take-off plate being a real highlight of the system.

forge CATCh TAnk kiT  
for 2.0 TSi engineS

The application list includes almost every single VW Group vehicle  
fitted with this 2.0 TFSI engine, including the Mk 5 and Mk 6 Golf GTI,  
B6 Passat, Eos and Tiguan as well as the Audi A3 and Series 2 Audi TT. 

Priced at £375.63 plus VAT it is available to order online from 
www.forgemotorsport.co.uk (US customers should visit  
www.forgemotorsport.com )
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new veewee 
CATAlogue
the neW VeeWee catalogue showcases 
an array of quality replacement and 
upgrade parts for the classic VW air-
cooled models, available exclusively 
from parent company GSf Car Parts. 

The free-on-request A5 guide runs to 
around 130 pages, containing a strong 
selection of new and fast-moving parts. 
The full range can be viewed on the 
VeeWee website, and ordered for home 
delivery.

The catalogue, first created in 2002, 
has evolved into the UK’s number one 
reference guide for parts with a big 
emphasis on ease of use, with product 
groups listed at the front, and an 
alphabetical item index at the back. 
All parts are displayed in easy-to-
read table layouts. The catalogue also 
includes many guides, technical tips and 
illustrations, with handy schematics 
showing how to find the chassis and 
engine number on a classic Beetle, or 
the tie-rod layout for example. A range 
of enhancements also includes new 
stainless-steel exhausts, braking and 
alternator conversion kits.

Although there is an emphasis on 
quality parts from big-name brands, 
for full transparency, parts are listed as 
‘genuine’, ‘original’, best or alternative 
quality – with the definition of these 
terms included too.

The catalogue can be downloaded 
from the website at www.veewee.co.uk 
or your local GSF Car Parts branch, on a 
first-come first-served basis during April.

THuNdER, the new alloy wheel from dotz is  
claimed to be ‘a tribute to speed’. Combining 
five single spokes alternating with five double 
spokes, along with a high gloss varnishing 
that emphasises the asymmetric side edge of 
every third spoke to provide a distinctive three-
dimensional effect, it is available in 5 x 112 mm 
PCD for VW and Audi applications in sizes 8.0 x  
17 (ET48)  8.0 x 18 (ET48) and 8.0 x 19-inch (ET45).  
The cast one-piece wheel is load rated up to  
670 kg, has TÜV certification and is guaranteed 
for three years. It is also, of course, prepared 
for the installation of tyre pressure monitoring 
systems (TPMS) and 100 per cent compatible  
with the ALCAR T-ProSensor. For further details, 
visit www.dotzmag.com 

AA euro TrAvel kiT
A ReCent AA Populus poll revealed that one in 10 respondents head to europe at least  
once a year by car. Choosing the best route for your trip is the easy part, but ensuring that 
you have all the right equipment for driving abroad can create some confusion. Indeed, 
in some countries, where it is a legal requirement, forgetting vital items such as 
reflective jackets or first-aid kits could incur a penalty of between €15 and €135. 

An easy way to ensure that you’re equipped for most European countries you may  
travel through is with the AA Euro Travel Kit, containing a set of headlight beam converters, 
magnetic GB plate, a hazard warning triangle, a reflective emergency jacket, a first-aid kit 
and universal bulb kit, all of which are useful items to carry to make your trip safer. These 
items are not just to satisfy road safety laws, they can be life-savers too.

Completing the kit is the AA European Driver’s Handbook which is packed with 
information, including where to get a mountain lift pass, country-by-country travel facts, 
easy-to-read maps, toll-free routes, plus a host of valuable information from the AA.

With a typical selling price of £39.99, the AA Euro Travel Kit is available from many good 
retailers, as well as online from www.theaa.com/shop along with a wide range of other 
driving and travel products. The AA also provides European Breakdown Cover  www.theaa.com

‘ The catalogue 
showcases an array  
of quality replacement 
and upgrade parts  
for the classic VW  
air-cooled models...’

doTz Thunder

MoMo hyperSTAr evo 
the neW MOMO Hyperstar Evo alloy wheel is a classic 5-spoke 
design wheel featuring a combination of matt anthracite and 
diamond-cut spokes.

The Hyperstar Evo is available in sizes from 15- to 18-inch  
diamater and in 4- or 5-stud fitment making it ideal for modern  
cars and for fitting low-profile tyres to classics. The Hyperstar Evo  
is Run-Flat and TPMS compatible in all sizes. For more details  
contact Momo UK on 01268 764 411 or visit www.momo-uk.co.uk
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BUMPER TOP PAINT PROTECTORS

Visit and order online at:  
www.rearguards.co.uk  
Phone: 01525 853888   
Email: sales@rgmouldings.com 

Trade & Export enquiries welcome.

RBP556RBP606

RBP736

• A practical, simple and stylish solution to cover  
 unsightly scuffed and scratched bumper tops
• Hides old paint scratches and prevents new ones  
 thus avoiding costly bumper repairs!
• Quick and easy DIY fit using 3M self-adhesive tape
• Individually tailored - moulded in recyclable  
 ABS plastic with 4 colour options:  
 •Black•Silver•Carbon Look•Brushed Alloy Look
• Looks like an original factory fitted product
• Designed & manufactured in the U.K. by

RBP229 BEETLE 2     2.2003>8. 2005   
 (NOT CONVERTIBLE)

RBP263 BEETLE 2     9. 2005>9.2011  
 (NOT CONVERTIBLE)

RBP219 CRAFTER  (BLACK ONLY)
RBP318 EOS 2     5.2006>12.2010
RBP514 EOS 2     1.2011>
RBP230 FOX 3     6.2005>
RBP233 GOLF MK IV 3/5     9.1997>8.2003
RBP222 GOLF MK V 3/5     9.2003>9.2008
RBP223 GOLF MK V VARIANT/ESTATE/COMBI    
 6.2007>5.2009

RBP224 GOLF PLUS MK V  1.2005>2.2009
RBP317 GOLF MK VI 3/5     10.2008>10.2012
RBP444 GOLF MK VI PLUS  3.2009>1.2012
RBP443 GOLF MK VI VARIANT/COMBI/ESTATE    
 6.2009>5.2013

RBP588 GOLF MK VII 3/5     11.2012>
RBP617 GOLF MK VII VARIANT/COMBI/ESTATE    
 6.2013>

RBP545 GOLF CABRIOLET 2     6.2011>
RBP231 JETTA 4     9.2005>12.2010
RBP522 JETTA 4     (European Model) 1.2011>
RBP594 JETTA 4     (USA/Canada Model) 1.2011>
RBP391 PASSAT 4      2000>2.2005 
RBP225 PASSAT 4      3.2005>9.2010

Part No: Model                                Part No: Model                               
RBP494 PASSAT 4      10.2010>
RBP340 PASSAT VARIANT/ESTATE/COMBI B5    
 98>9.2005

RBP226 PASSAT VARIANT/ESTATE/COMBI    
 10.2005>10.2010

RBP495 PASSAT VARIANT/ESTATE/COMBI    
 11.2010> (NOT ALLTRACK)

RBP606 PASSAT VARIANT/ESTATE/ 
 ALLTRACK 4X4 10.2010> 

RBP488 PASSAT CC 4      5.2008>1.2012
RBP710 CC 4     2.2012>
RBP227 POLO MK IV 3/5      2003>5.2009
RBP357 POLO MK V 3/5      6.2009>5.2014
RBP496 SCIROCCO 3      8.2008>
RBP232 SHARAN  3.2000>8.2010
RBP487 SHARAN  9.2010>
RBP234 T4
RBP736 T5 CARAVELLE/MULTIVAN 6.2012>   
 (Painted Bumpers) NEW RIBBED DESIGN

RBP737  T5 CARAVELLE/MULTIVAN 6.2012>  
 (Black Bumpers) NEW RIBBED DESIGN

RBP445 TIGUAN 4X4  11.2007>
RBP228 TOURAN  3.2003>7.2010
RBP486 TOURAN  8.2010>
RBP395 TOUAREG 4X4  >3.2010
RBP556 UP 3/5     11.2011>

COVERS 

LIFE’S LITTLE 

SCRATCHES!

“ Every VW  
 driver should have  
 RGM Rearguards to  
 protect their painted rear  
 bumper.” Neil Birkitt, Editor,  
 VW Driver Magazine

Available for over 450 vehicles

NEW  
RIBBED  
DESIGN

drlshop.com

SPECIALISTS IN LED  
DAYTIME RUNNING LIGHTS 

FOR VW AND AUDI

Shop online: drlshop.com  
Or tel: 07895 91 81 71

AUTOTECHNICS

• Bosch Car Service centre

• Software updates

•  Superchips dealer for performance and economy  
re maps. Unlock ECU security capability.

• Milltek exhaust systems

• Audi & VW Sales

www.autotechnics.net

Unit 21 Brickfield Business Park, Gillingham, Dorset  SP8 4PX
T: 01747 824373  E: enquiries@autotechnics.net

Find us on Facebook:  
AutotechnicsGillingham

AUDI DRIVER
ANNUAL AWARDS

THE 

AWARD WINNER
2010

INDEPENDENT
SERVICE PROVIDER

ENGLAND
2010

AUDI DRIVER
ANNUAL AWARDS

THE 

AWARD WINNER
2011

INDEPENDENT
SERVICE PROVIDER

ENGLAND
2011

AUDI DRIVER
ANNUAL AWARDS

THE 

AWARD WINNER
2012

INDEPENDENT
SERVICE PROVIDER

ENGLAND
2012

When only the best service will do... at an  
affordable cost, with people you can trust!

Audi VW Specialist 
equipped with dealer 
level diagnostics. 
Autotechnics has been established for 25 years and we specialise in:
VOLKSWAGEN • AUDI • SEAT • SKODA • BMW • MERCEDES-BENZ
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road fund licence and vehicle first registration fee. Please confirm accuracy of these prices at: www.volkswagen.co.uk

up!
Take up! 1.0 3-door 60 PS 5-speed manual   £8,765 
Take up! 1.0 5-door 60 PS 5-speed manual   £9,140 
Move up! 1.0 3-door 60 PS 5-speed manual   £9,810 
Move up! 1.0 5-door 60 PS 5-speed manual   £10,185 
Move up! 1.0 3-door 60 PS 5-speed auto ASG   £10,405 
Move up! 1.0 5-door 60 PS 5-speed auto ASG   £10,780 
Move up! 1.0 3-door 60 PS BMT 5-speed manual   £10,170 
Move up! 1.0 5-door 60 PS BMT 5-speed manual   £10,545
High up! 1.0 3-door 75 PS 5-speed manual   £11,385 
High up! 1.0 5-door 75 PS 5-speed manual   £11,760 
High up! 1.0 3-door 75 PS 5 speed auto ASG   £11,980 
High up! 1.0 5-door 75 PS 5-speed auto ASG   £12,355 
High up! 1.0 3-door 75 PS BMT 5-speed manual   £11,745 
High up! 1.0 5-door 75 PS BMT 5-speed manual   £12,120 
Street up!  3-door 1.0 75 PS 5-speed manual   £11,995
Street up!  5-door 1.0 75 PS 5-speed manual   £12,370
Club up!  3-door 1.0 75 PS 5-speed manual   £11,995
Club up!  5-door 1.0 75 PS 5-speed manual   £12,370
Rock up! 1.0 3-door 75 PS 5-speed manual   £13,465
e-up! 5-door E-motor 82 PS Single-speed gearbox £24,525

NEW POLO
S 3-door 1.0 MPI 60 PS  5-spd manual   £11,250
S 5-door 1.0 MPI 60 PS 5-spd manual   £11,880
S A/C 3-door 1.0 MPI 60 PS 5-speed manual   £11,970
S A/C 5-door 1.0 MPI 60 PS 5-speed manual   £12,600
SE 3-door 1.0 MPI 60 PS  5-speed manual   £12,585
SE 5-door  1.0 MPI 60 PS 5-speed manual   £13,215
SE 3-door 1.0 MPI 75 PS  5-speed manual   £13,110
SE 5-door 1.0 MPI 75 PS  5-speed manual   £13,740
SE 3-door 1.2 TSI 90 PS  5-speed manual   £13,730
SE 5-door 1.2 TSI 90 PS 5-speed manual   £14,360
SE 3-door 1.2 TSI 90 PS 7-speed DSG   £15,105
SE 5-door 1.2 TSI 90 PS 7-speed DSG   £15,735
SE 3-door 1.4 TDI 75 PS  5-speed manual   £14,795
SE 5-door 1.4 TDI 75 PS  5-speed manual   £15,425
SE Design 3-door 1.0 MPI 60 PS 5-speed manual   £13,685
SE Design 5-door 1.0 MPI 60 PS 5-speed manual   £14,315
SE Design 3-door 1.0 MPI 75 PS 5-speed manual   £14,210
SE Design 5-door 1.0 MPI 75 PS  5-speed manual   £14,840 
SE Design 3-door 1.2 TSI 90 PS 5-speed manual   £14,830
SE Design 5-door 1.2 TSI 90 PS 5-speed manual   £15,460
SE Design 3-door 1.2 TSI 90 PS 7-speed DSG   £16,205
SE Design 5-door 1.2 TSI 90 PS  7-speed DSG   £16,835
SE Design 3-door 1.4 TSI 75 PS 5-speed manual   £15,895
SE Design 5-door 1.4 TSI 75 PS 5-speed manual   £16,525
SEL 3-door 1.4 TDI 90 PS 5-speed manual   £16,770
SEL 5-door 1.4 TDI 90 PS 5-speed manual   £17,400
SEL 3-door 1.2 TSI 110 PS 6-speed manual   £16,260
SEL 5-door 1.2 TSI 110 PS 6-speed manual   £16,890
SEL 3-door 1.2 TSI 110 PS 7-speed DSG   £17,635
SEL 5-door 1.2 TSI 110 PS 7-speed DSG   £18,265
BlueGT 3-door 1.4 TSI ACT 150 PS 6-speed manual   £17,860
BlueGT 5-door 1.4 TSI ACT 150 PS 6-speed manual   £18,490
BlueGT 3-door 1.4 TSI ACT 150 PS 7-speed DSG   £19,235
BlueGT 5-door 1.4 TSI ACT 150 PS 7-speed DSG   £19,865
BlueMotion 3-door 1.0 TSI 95 PS 5-speed manual £14,730
BlueMotion 5-door 1.0 TSI 95 PS 5-speed manual £15,360
BlueMotion 3-door 1.4 TDI 75 PS 5-speed manual   £15,170
BlueMotion 5-door 1.4 TDI 75 PS 5-speed manual   £16,425
Polo GTI 3-dr 1.8 TSI 192 PS 6-speed manual £18,850
Polo GTI 5-dr 1.8 TSI 192 PS 6-speed manual £19,480
Polo GTI 3-dr 1.8 TSI 192 PS 7-speed DSG £20,095
Polo GTI 5-dr 1.8 TSI 192 PS 7-speed DSG £20,725

GOLF 7
S 3-door 1.2 TSI 85 PS 5-speed manual   £17,175 
S 5-door 1.2 TSI 85 PS 5-speed manual   £17,830 
S 3-door 1.2 TSI 105 PS 6-speed manual   £18,185 
S 5-door 1.2 TSI 105 PS 6-speed manual   £18,840 
S 5-door 1.2 TSI 105 PS 7-speed DSG   £20,255 
S 3-door 1.4 TSI 122 PS 6-speed manual   £18,945 
S 5-door 1.4 TSI 122 PS 6-speed manual   £19,600 
S 5-door 1.4 TSI 122 PS 7-speed DSG   £21,015 
S 3-door 1.6 TDI 90 PS 5-speed manual   £18,995 
S 5-door 1.6 TDI 90 PS 5-speed manual   £19,650 
S 3-door 1.6 TDI 105 PS 5-speed manual   £19,800 
S 5-door 1.6 TDI 105 PS 5-speed manual  £20,455 
BlueMotion 3-door 1.6 TDI 110 PS 5-speed manual   £20,015
BlueMotion 5-door 1.6 TDI 110 PS 5-speed manual   £21,670
SE 3-door 1.4 TSI 122 PS 6-speed manual   £19,880 
SE 5-door 1.4 TSI 122 PS 6-speed manual   £20,535 
SE 5-door 1.4 TSI 122 PS 7-speed DSG   £21,950 
SE 3-door 1.6 TDI 105 PS 5-speed manual   £20,735 
SE 5-door 1.6 TDI 105 PS 5-speed manual   £21,390 

SE 5-door 1.6 TDI 105 PS 7-speed DSG   £22,805 
SE 3-door 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed manual  £22,250 
SE 5-door 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed manual  £22,905
SE 5-door 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed DSG   £24,320
Match 3-door 1.4 TSI BMT 122 PS 6-speed manual £19,880
Match 5-door 1.4 TSI BMT 122 PS 5-door 6-speed manual £20,535
Match 5-door 1.4 TSI BMT 122 PS 7-speed DSG  £21,950
Match 3-door 1.6 TDI BMT 105 PS 5-speed manual £20,735
Match 5-door 1.6 TDI BMT 105 PS 5-speed manual £21,390
Match 5-door 1.6 TDI BMT 105 PS 5-door 7-speed DSG £22,805
Match 3-door 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual £22,250
Match 5-door 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual £22,905
Match 5-door 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed DSG £24,320 
GT 3-door 1.4 TSI ACT 140 PS 6-speed manual   £23,195 
GT 5-door 1.4 TSI ACT 140 PS 6-speed manual   £23,850 
GT 5-door 1.4 TSI ACT 140 PS 7-speed DSG   £25,265 
GT 3-door  2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed manual  £23,700
GT 5-door 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed manual   £24,355 
GT 5-door 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed DSG   £25,770 
Golf R-line 3-door 1.4 TSI 150 PS 6-speed manual   £24,190
Golf R-line 5-door 1.4 TSI 150 PS 6-speed manual   £24,845
Golf R-line 5-door 1.4 TSI 150 PS 7-speed DSG   £26,260
Golf R-line 3-door 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed manual   £24,695
Golf R-line 5-door 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed manual   £25,350
Golf R-line 5-door 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed DSG   £26,765
GTD 3-door 2.0 TDI 184 PS 6-speed manual   £26,015
GTD 5-door 2.0 TDI 184 PS 6-speed manual   £26,670
GTD 3-door 2.0 TDI 184 PS 6-speed DSG   £27,430
GTD 5-door 2.0 TDI 184 PS 6-speed DSG   £28,085
GTI 3-door 2.0 TSI 220 PS 6-speed manual   £26,580
GTI 5-door 2.0 TSI 220 PS 6-speed manual   £27,235
GTI 3-door 2.0 TSI 220 PS 6-speed DSG   £27,995
GTI 5-door 2.0 TSI 220 PS 6-speed DSG   £28,650
R 3-door 2.0 TSI 300 PS 6-speed manual       £30,150 
R 5-door 2.0 TSI 300 PS 6-speed manual       £30,805
R 3-door 2.0 TSI 300 PS 6-speed DSG       £31,565
R 5-door 2.0 TSI 300 PS 6-speed DSG       £32,220
e-Golf 5-door E motor 115 PS Single-speed gearbox £26,145 

GOLF CABRIOLET
S 1.2 TSI 105 PS 6-speed manual   £22,070 
S 1.4 TSI 122 PS 6-speed manual   £22,765 
S 1.4 TSI 122 PS 7-speed DSG   £24,065 
S 1.6 TDI BMT 105 PS 5-speed manual   £23,540 
SE 1.4 TSI 122 PS 6-speed manual  £23,815 
SE 1.4 TSI 122 PS 7-speed DSG   £25,115 
SE 1.6 TDI BMT 105 PS   £24,590 
SE 2.0 TDI BMT 140 PS 6-speed manual   £25,990
SE 2.0 TDI BMT 6-speed DSG  £27,420
GT 1.4 TSI 160 PS 6-speed manual   £26,715
GT 1.4 TSI 160 PS 7-speed DSG   £28,015
GT 2.0 TDI BMT 140 PS 6-speed manual   £27,180
GT 2.0 TDI BMT 140 PS 6-speed DSG   £28,610
GTI 2.0 TSI 210 PS 6-speed manual  £30,505
GTI 2.0 TSI 210 PS 6-speed DSG   £31,805
R 2.0 TSI 265 PS 6-speed DSG   £33,920

GOLF ESTATE
S 1.2 TSI 85 PS   5-speed manual   £18,525
S 1.2 TSI 105 PS  6-speed manual   £19,535
S 1.2 TSI 105 PS  7-speed DSG   £20,950
S 1.4 TSI 122 PS  6-speed manual   £20,295
S 1.4 TSI 122 PS  7-speed DSG   £21,710
S 1.6 TDI 90 PS  5-speed manual   £20,345
S 1.6 TDI 105 PS  5-speed manual  £21,150
BlueMotion 1.6 TDI 110 PS  5-speed manual  £22,365
SE 1.4 TSI 122 PS  6-speed manual   £21,230
SE 1.4 TSI 122 PS  7-speed DSG   £22,645
SE 1.6 TDI 105 PS  5-speed manual   £22,085
SE 1.6 TDI 105 PS  7-speed DSG   £23,500
SE 2.0 TDI 150 PS  6-speed manual   £23,600
SE 2.0 TDI 150 PS  6-speed DSG   £25,015
GT 1.4 TSI 140 PS  6-speed manual   £24,545
GT 1.4 TSI 140 PS  7-speed DSG   £25,960
GT 2.0 TDI 150 PS  6-speed manual   £25,050
GT 2.0 TDI 150 PS  6-speed DSG   £26,465 

GOLF SV
S 1.2 TSI 85 PS  5-spd manual   £19,075
S 1.2 TSI 110 PS  6-speed manual   £20,085
S 1.2 TSI 110 PS  7-speed DSG auto  £21,500
S 1.4 TSI 125 PS 6-speed manual   £20,845
S 1.4 TSI 125 PS  7-speed DSG auto   £22,260
S 1.6 TDI 90 PS  5-speed manual   £20,895
S 1.6 TDI 110 PS 5-speed manual   £20,850
S 1.6 TDI 110 PS 7-speed DSG auto  £23,265
BlueMotion 1.6 TDI 110 PS 6-speed manual   £22,915

Locomotive Way, Pride Park,  
Derby  DE24 8PU

Tel: 01332 268 800
Fax: 01332 268 811
www.myvolkswagen.co.uk

Parkway 
Volkswagen

Boston, Lincoln, Nottingham North, 
Nottingham South, Mansfield

Tel: 03452 669 957
salesenquiries@vertuvolkswagen.com

Vertu  
Volkswagen  
Group

St. Margarets Way, Leicester  LE1 3EA

Tel: 0116 214 8800 
Fax: 0116 214 8811
www.myvolkswagen.co.uk

Leicester 
Volkswagen

Ferris Row, Riverside Retail Park, 
Northampton  NN3 9HX

Tel: 01604 321 600 
Fax: 01604 321 611
www.myvolkswagen.co.uk

Northampton
Volkswagen

Lamport Close, Venture Park, Kettering, 
Northamptonshire  NN15 6XY

Tel: 01536 431 600    
Fax: 01536 431 611 
www.myvolkswagen.co.uk

Kettering
Volkswagen

St. Margarets Way, Leicester  LE1 3EA

Tel: 0116 214 8888 
Fax: 0116 214 8890
www.myvolkswagen.co.uk

The Van Centre
(Leicester)

Advertise your dealership
Call Debbie Forbes for more details

Tel: 01525 750 504
E-mail:  sales@autometrix.co.uk
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SE 1.4 TSI 125 PS  6-speed manual   £21,780
SE 1.4 TSI 125 PS  7-speed DSG auto   £23,195
SE 1.6 TDI 110 PS  6-speed manual   £22,785
SE 1.6 TDI 110 PS  7-speed auto DSG   £24,200
SE 2.0 TDI 150 PS  6-speed manual    £24,150
SE 2.0 TDI 150 PS  6-speed manual    £25,565
GT 1.4 TSI 150 PS 6-speed manual    £25,095
GT 1.4 TSI 150 PS 7-speed DSG auto    £26,510
GT  2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed manual    £25,600
GT  2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed DSG auto    £27,015

BEETLE 
Beetle 1.2 TSI 105 PS 6-speed manual       £16,180 
Beetle 2.0 TDI BMT 110 PS 5-speed manual       £18,005 
Design 1.2 TSI 105 PS 6-speed manual       £18,575
Design 1.2 TSI 105 PS 7-speed DSG       £20,035
Design 1.4 TSI 150 PS 6-speed manual       £20,610
Design 2.0 TDI BMT 110 PS 5-speed manual       £20,380
Design 2.0 TDI BMT 110 PS 7-speed DSG       £21,840
Design 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed manual      £21,080 
Design 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed DSG       £22,685 
Sport 1.4 TSI 150 PS 6-speed manual       £22,430  
Sport 2.0 TSI 220 PS 6-speed manual       £23,660 
Sport 2.0 TSI 220 PS 6-speed DSG       £25,175 
Sport 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed manual       £22,900 
Sport 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed DSG       £24,505  
Turbo Black 2.0 TSI 220 PS 6-speed manual      £24,360
Turbo Black 2.0 TSI 220 PS 6-speed DSG       £25,875 
Turbo Black 2.0 TSI 220 PS 6-speed manual       £24,360
Turbo Black 2.0 TSI 220 PS 6-speed DSG        £25,875 

BEETLE CABRIOLET 
Beetle 1.2 TSI 105 PS 6-speed manual       £19,135
Beetle 2.0 TDI BMT 110 PS 5-speed manual      £20,945 
Design 1.2 TSI 105 PS 6-speed manual      £21,530 
Design 1.2 TSI 105 PS 7-speed DSG       £22,975 
Design 1.4 TSI 150 PS 6-speed manual       £23,420 
Design 2.0 TDI BMT 110 PS 5-speed manual        £23,320 
Design 2.0 TDI BMT 110 PS 7-speed DSG       £24,780 
Design 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed manual       £24,150 
Design 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed DSG  £25,510 
Sport 1.4 TSI 150 PS 6-speed manual £25,020 
Sport 2.0 TSI 220 PS 6-speed manual       £26,250 
Sport 2.0 TSI 220 PS 6-speed DSG       £27,765 
Sport 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed manual       £25,750 
Sport 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed DSG       £27,110  

JETTA
S 1.4 TSI 125 PS  6-speed manual   £18,815
S 2.0 TDI 110 PS  5-speed manual   £20,095
SE 1.4 TSI 125 PS  6-speed manual  £20,145
SE 1.4 TSI 150 PS  6-speed manual   £20,850
SE 1.4 TSI 150 PS  7-speed DSG   £22,275
SE 2.0 TDI 110 PS  5-speed manual £21,425
SE 2.0 TDI 110 PS  7-speed DSG   £22,850
SE 2.0 TDI 150 PS  6-speed manual   £22,425
SE 2.0 TDI 150 PS  6-speed DSG   £23,850
GT 1.4 TSI 150 PS  6-speed manual   £21,715
GT 1.4 TSI 150 PS  7-speed DSG   £23,140
GT 2.0 TDI 110 PS  5-speed manual   £22,290
GT 2.0 TDI 110 PS  7-speed DSG   £23,715
GT 2.0 TDI 150 PS  6-speed manual  £23,290
GT 2.0 TDI 150 PS  6-speed DSG   £24,715 

NEW SCIROCCO
1.4 TSI BMT 125 PS 6-speed manual   £20,735
2.0 TSI BMT 180 PS 6-speed manual   £22,775
2.0 TSI BMT 180 PS 6-speed DSG   £24,275
2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual   £23,455
2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed DSG   £24,955
GT 1.4 TSI BMT 125 PS 6-speed manual   £22,585
GT 2.0 TSI BMT 220 PS 6-speed manual   £26,125
GT 2.0 TSI BMT 220 PS 6-speed DSG   £27,625
GT 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual   £25,305
GT 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed DSG   £26,805
GT 2.0 TDI BMT 184 PS 6-speed manual   £26,305
GT 2.0 TDI BMT 184 PS 6-speed DSG   £27,805
R-Line 2.0 TSI BMT 220 PS 6-speed manual   £28,195
R-Line 2.0 TSI BMT 220 PS 6-speed DSG   £29,695
R-Line 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual   £27,375
R-Line 2.0 TDI BMT 150 PS 6-speed DSG   £28,875
R-Line 2.0 TDI BMT 184 PS 6-speed manual   £28,375
R-Line 2.0 TDI BMT 184 PS 6-speed DSG   £29,875
R 2.0 TSI 280 PS 6-speed manual   £32,575
R 2.0 TSI 280 PS 6-speed DSG   £34,075  

NEW PASSAT SALOON
S 1.6 TDI 120 PS 6-speed manual   £22,215
S 1.6 TDI 120 PS 7-speed DSG   £23,815

S 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed manual    £23,340
S 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed DSG    £24,940
SE 1.6 TDI 120 PS 6-speed manual   £23,310
SE 1.6 TDI 120 PS 7-speed DSG   £24,910
SE 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed manual   £24,435
SE 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6 speed DSG   £26,035
SE Business 1.6 TDI 120 PS 6-speed manual   £24,010
SE Business 1.6 TDI 120 PS 7-speed DSG   £25,610
SE Business 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed manual   £25,135
SE Business 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed DSG   £26,735
GT 1.6 TDI 120 PS 6-speed manual   £25,305
GT 1.6 TDI 120 PS 7 speed DSG  £26,905
GT 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6 speed manual   £26,430
GT 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6 speed DSG    £28,030
GT 2.0 TDI SCR 190 PS 6 speed manual   £27,780
GT 2.0 TDI SCR 190 PS 6 speed DSG   £29,380
GT 2.0 BiTDI SCR 4MOTION 240 PS 6 speed DSG   £34,510
R-Line 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6 speed manual   £27,425
R-Line 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6 speed DSG   £29,025
R-Line 2.0 TDI 190 PS 6 speed manual   £28,775
R-Line 2.0 TDI 190 PS 6 speed DSG  £30,375
R-Line 2.0 BiTDI SCR 4MOTION 240 PS 7 speed DSG  £35,505

NEW PASSAT ESTATE
S 1.6 TDI 120 PS 6-speed manual   £23,745
S 1.6 TDI 120 PS 7-speed DSG   £25,345
S 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed manual    £24,870
S 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed DSG    £26,470
SE 1.6 TDI 120 PS 6-speed manual   £24,840
SE 1.6 TDI 120 PS 7-speed DSG   £26,440
SE 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed manual   £25,965
SE 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6 speed DSG   £27,565
SE Business 1.6 TDI 120 PS 6-speed manual   £25,540
SE Business 1.6 TDI 120 PS 7-speed DSG   £27,140
SE Business 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed manual   £26,665
SE Business 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed DSG   £28,265
GT 1.6 TDI 120 PS 6-speed manual   £26,835
GT 1.6 TDI 120 PS 7-speed DSG   £28,435
GT 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed manual   £27,960
GT 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed DSG    £29,560
GT 2.0 TDI SCR 190 PS 6-speed manual   £29,310
GT 2.0 TDI SCR 190 PS 6-speed DSG   £30,910
GT 2.0 BiTDI SCR 4MOTION 240 PS 6-speed DSG   £36,040
R-Line 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed manual   £28,955
R-Line 2.0 TDI 150 PS 6-speed DSG   £30,555
R-Line 2.0 TDI 190 PS 6-speed manual   £30,305
R-Line 2.0 TDI 190 PS 6 speed DSG   £31,905
R-Line 2.0 BiTDI SCR 4MOTION 240 PS 7-speed DSG   £37,035 

CC
CC 1.4 TSI BMT 160 PS 6-speed manual   £25,050
CC 1.4 TSI BMT 160 PS 7-speed DSG   £26,510
CC 2.0 TDI BMT 140 PS 6-speed manual   £26,115
CC 2.0 TDI BMT 140 PS 6-speed DSG   £27,595 
GT 2.0 TSI 210 PS 6-speed manual   £29,285 
GT 2.0 TSI 210 PS 6-speed DSG   £30,690 
GT 2.0 TDI BMT 140 PS 6-speed manual   £27,695 
GT 2.0 TDI BMT 140 PS 6-speed DSG   £29,175 
GT 2.0 TDI BMT 177 PS 6-speed manual   £29,820 
GT 2.0 TDI BMT 177 PS 6-speed DSG   £31,300
R-Line 2.0 TSI 210 PS 6-speed manual       £29,935 
R-Line 2.0 TSI 210 PS 6-speed DSG       £31,340 
R-Line 2.0 TDI BMT 177 PS 6-speed manual       £30,470 
R-Line 2.0 TDI BMT 177 PS 6-speed DSG       £31,950 

EOS
Sport 1.4 TSI 160 PS 6-speed manual   £27,610 
Sport 2.0 TSI 210 PS 6-speed manual   £29,610 
Sport 2.0 TSI 210 PS 6-speed DSG   £31,075 
Sport 2.0 TDI BMT 140 PS 6-speed manual   £28,185 
Sport 2.0 TDI BMT 140 PS 6-speed DSG   £29,655 
Exclusive 2.0 TDI BMT 140 PS 6-speed manual   £31,325 
Exclusive 2.0 TDI BMT 140 PS 6-speed DSG  £32,795 

TIGUAN
S 1.4 TSI BMT 160 PS 2WD 6-speed manual   £21,960 
S 1.4 TSI 160 PS 4Motion 6-speed manual   £23,650 
S 2.0 TDI BMT 110 PS 2WD 6-speed manual   £22,605 
S 2.0 TDI BMT 140 PS 2WD 6-speed manual   £23,155 
S 2.0 TDI BMT 140 PS 4Motion 6-speed manual   £24,925 
S 2.0 TDI BMT 140 PS 4Motion 7-speed DSG   £26,420 
Match 1.4 TSI 160 PS 2WD BMT 6-speed manual   £23,955
Match 1.4 TSI 160 PS 4Motion 6-speed manual   £25,645
Match 2.0 TSI 180 PS 4Motion 6-speed manual   £26,485
Match 2.0 TSI 180 PS 4Motion 7-speed DSG   £27,975
Match 2.0 TDI 140 PS 2WD BMT 6-speed manual   £25,150
Match 2.0 TDI 140 PS 4Motion 6-speed manual   £26,920

Match 2.0 TDI 140 PS 4Motion 7-speed DSG   £28,445
Match 2.0 TDI 177 PS 4Motion 6-speed manual   £27,925
Match 2.0 TDI 177 PS 4Motion 7-speed DSG  £29,450
R-Line 2.0 TSI 210 PS 4MOTION 6-speed manual    £29,180
R-Line 2.0 TSI 210 PS 4MOTION 7-spd DSG   £30,670
R-Line 2.0 TDI BMT 140 PS 4MOTION 6-speed manual   £28,750
R-Line 2.0 TDI BMT 177 PS 4MOTION 6-speed manual   £30,275
R-Line 2.0 TDI BMT 177 PS 4MOTION 7-speed DSG   £31,280 
Escape 2.0 TDI BMT 140 PS 4Motion 6-speed manual   £27,610 
Escape 2.0 TDI BMT 140 PS 4Motion 7-speed DSG   £29,105 

TOURAN
S 1.2 TSI 105 PS 6-speed manual   £19,790 
S 1.6 TDI BMT 105 PS 6-speed manual   £21,600 
S 1.6 TDI BMT 105 PS 7-speed DSG  £22,835 
SE 1.4 TSI 140 PS 6-speed manual   £23,600
SE 1.4 TSI 140 PS 7-speed DSG   £24,835
SE 1.6 TDI BMT 105 PS 6-speed manual   £23,705 
SE 1.6 TDI BMT 105 PS 7-speed DSG  £24,940 
SE 2.0 TDI BMT 140 PS 6-speed manual   £25,470 
SE 2.0 TDI BMT 140 PS 6-speed DSG  £26,835 
Sport 2.0 TDI BMT 140 PS 6-speed manual   £26,930 
Sport 2.0 TDI BMT 140 PS 6-speed DSG   £28,295 
Sport 2.0 TDI 177 PS 6-speed DSG   £28,350 

SHARAN
S 1.4 TSI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual   £25,320 
S 1.4 TSI BMT 150 PS 6-speed DSG   £26,710 
S 2.0 TDI BMT 115 PS 6-speed manual   £25,890 
S 2.0 TDI BMT 140 PS 6-speed manual   £26,640 
S 2.0 TDI BMT 140 PS 6-speed DSG   £27,975 
SE 1.4 TSI BMT 150 PS 6-speed manual   £27,630 
SE 1.4 TSI BMT 150 PS 6-speed DSG   £29,020 
SE 2.0 TDI BMT 140 PS 6-speed manual   £28,950 
SE 2.0 TDI BMT 140 PS 6-speed DSG   £30,285 
SE 2.0 TDI BMT 177 PS 6-speed manual   £30,555
SE 2.0 TDI BMT 177 PS 6-speed DSG   £31,890
SEL 2.0 TSI 200 PS 6-speed  DSG   £33,775 
SEL 2.0 TDI BMT 140 PS 6-speed manual   £31,850 
SEL 2.0 TDI BMT 140 PS 6-speed DSG  £33,185 
SEL 2.0 TDI BMT 177 PS 6-speed manual   £33,455 
SEL 2.0 TDI BMT 177 PS  6-speed DSG   £34,790 
Executive 2.0 TDI BMT 140 PS 6-speed manual   £32,100 
Executive 2.0 TDI BMT 140 PS 6-speed DSG   £33,435 

TOUAREG
SE  3.0 TDI  204 PS 8-speed automatic   £43,415
SE  3.0 TDI  262 PS 8-speed automatic   £45,215
Escape  3.0 TDI  262 PS TDI 8-speed automatic   £45,415
R-Line 3.0 TDI  204 PS 8-speed automatic   £46,415
R-Line 3.0 TDI  262 PS 8-speed automatic   £48,215 

PHAETON
SWB 3.0 V6 TDI 245 PS 4Motion 6-speed auto Tiptronic   £55,550
LWB 3.0 V6 TDI 245 PS 4Motion 6-speed auto Tiptronic   £58,110

For information on the extensive range of VW commercial 
vehicles, log on at www.volkswagen-vans.co.uk
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up!
up! white  Oct 2012 p15-21

LupO
Lupo 1.0E (50 pS Oct 2001 p39-43
Lupo S (75 pS 1.4) Jul 2001 p7-11
Lupo Sport TDI pD (75 pS) Dec 2000 p7-11
Lupo Sport TDI pD (75 pS) Apr 2003 p37-41
Lupo Sport 16V (100 pS 1.4)  Aug 2003 p34-39
Lupo GTI (5-spd) Apr 2001 p7-11
Lupo GTI (6-spd)  Nov 2002 p35-39

FOX
Fox 1.2 (55 pS)  Nov 2006 p18-23
urban Fox 1.4 (75 pS) Mar 2008 p13-17

pOLO
polo 1.0E (50 pS)          Apr 2001 p35-39
polo 1.4 SE (75 pS) Feb 2001 p35-39
polo S SDI (64 pS) Oct 2000 p37-41
polo FSI (86 pS) Feb 2003 p37-41
polo 1.4 TDI (75 pS) Nov 2000 p33-37
polo 1.4 TDI (ABT 95 pS) Oct 2001 p25-28
polo 16V (100 pS 1.4) Sep 2001 p35-39
polo GTI (125 pS 1.6 16V) Jun 2000 p6-11
polo S 1.2 (55 pS)  Dec 2002 p41-45
polo SE 1.2 (65 pS)  Jul 2002 p7-11
polo Sport 1.4 TDI (75 pS)  Oct 2002 p7-11
polo Sport TDI pD (100 pS)  Jan 2003 p7-11
polo Sport 1.4 16V (100 pS)   Dec 2003 p22-27
polo GT (TDI 130) Dec 2004 p26-31
polo Dune 1.2 (65 pS) Jan 2005 p22-27
polo Saloon SE 1.6 (100 pS)  Jul 2001 p43-47
polo Estate 1.9 TDI (90 pS)  Mar 2001 p37-41
polo 1.4S TDI (80 pS) Dec 2005 p28-33
polo BlueMotion 2 (80 pS TDI) Jan 2008 p17-22
polo Sport TDI (130 pS) Apr 2006 p12-17
polo GTI (150 pS 1.8T) Jul 2006 p28-33

NEW pOLO (Mk 5)
New polo 1.2 S (60 pS) Feb 2012 p17-23 
New polo 1.2 SE (70 pS) Dec 2009 p12-17 
polo R-Line Style A/C 1.2 60 pS Feb 2014 p15-21 
New polo BlueMotion 1.2 TDI (75 pS) Dec 2010 p19-24 
New polo GTI 1.4 TSI DSG Mar 2011 p17-23 
New polo BlueGT 1.4 TSI ACT Jun 2013 p23-29

MK 4 GOLF
Mk 4 Golf SE 1.6  Mar 2001 p7-11
Mk 4 Golf Match 1.6    Feb 2004 p10-15
Mk 4 Golf TDI pD 100  Jun 2002 p37-41
Mk 4 Golf Match (100 pS TDI) Jul  2003 p44-47
Mk 4 Golf GT TDI pD (115 pS)  Jan 2001 p33-37
Mk 4 Golf TDI pD 130 Feb 2003 p19-23
Mk 4 Golf TDI pD 150  Mar 2002 p31-35
Mk 4 Golf TDI (ABT 175 pS) Nov 2002 p7-11
Mk 4 Golf GTI 2.0 (115 pS) Dec 2001 p7-11
Mk 4 Golf GTI 1.8T (150 pS) Jun 2001 p7-11
Mk 4 Golf GTI Anniversary 1.8T Dec 2002 p17-21
Mk 4 Golf GTI Anniversary TDI 150 Apr 2003 p7-11
Mk 4 Golf GTI 1.8T (ABT 215 pS) Feb 2001 p23-26
Mk 4 Golf GTI 1.8T (180 pS 6-spd) Jun 2003 p6-11
Mk 4 Golf V5 (170 pS)  May 2001 p37-41
Mk 4 Golf V6 4Motion  Sep 2000 p6-10
Mk 4 Golf R32     Sep 2003 p14-19
Mk 4 Golf Cabriolet 2.0  Aug 2000 p6-11
Mk 4 Golf Cabriolet 2.0   Aug 2002 p7-11
Mk 4 Golf Estate 1.8T   Sep 2001 p7-11

BORA
Bora Sport TDI pD (115 pS)  Aug 2001 p7-11
Bora TDI pD (130 pS) Feb 2002 p7-11
Bora Sport TDI pD (150 pS) Jan 2003 p31-35
Bora Sport 1.8T (150 pS) Oct 2001 p7-11
Bora ST (180 pS 1.8T)  May 2003 p43-47
Bora V6 4Motion  Jan 2001 p7-11

MK 5 GOLF
Mk 5 Golf 1.6 SE FSI    Oct 2004 p20-25
Mk 5 Golf GT TDI (100 pS)    May 2005 p32-37
Mk 5 Golf BlueMotion (105 pS 1.9) Jun 2008 p27-32
Mk 5 Golf GT TDI (140 pS 2.0)    Jun 2004 p16-21
Mk 5 Golf GT TDI (140 pS 2.0) 4Mo     Jul 2005 p14-19
Mk 5 Golf GT TDI 170 pS DpF Apr 2007 p10-15
Mk 5 Golf GT FSI (150 pS 2.0)    Feb 2005 p16-21
Mk 5 Golf GT FSI (150 pS 2.0) 4Mo Jan 2006 p28-32
Mk 5 Golf GT DSG (170 pS TSI) Feb 2007 p10-15
Mk 5 GTI DSG  Mar 2005 p10-17
Mk 5 GTI 6-spd manual    Jun 2005 p18-23
Mk 5 Golf GTI Edition 30 (DSG) Mar 2007 p10-15
Mk 5 Golf GTI Edition 30 (manual)   Jul 2007 p18-23

Mk 5 Golf GTI pirelli Edition Dec 2008 p8-13
Mk 5 Golf R32 DSG Feb 2006 p10-16
Mk 5 R32 6-spd manual Jul 2006 p15-21
Mk 5 Golf Estate 1.9 TDI (105 pS)   Nov 2007 p15-20

MK 6 GOLF
Mk 6 Golf S 1.2 TSI (105 PS)    Nov 2011     p43-49
Mk 6 Golf BlueMotion 1.6 TDI Oct 2010 p17-22 
Mk 6 Golf GT TSI DSG (160 pS) Jun 2009 p10-15
Mk 6 Golf GTD (170 pS TDI) Sep 2009 p11-16
Mk 6 Golf GTI DSG Aug 2009 p11-16
Mk 6 Golf GTI 6-spd manual Oct 2009 p11-16 
Mk 6 Golf GTI Edition 35 Mar 2012 p19-25 
Mk 6 Golf R 2-dr manual Jan 2013 p17-23

Golf Cabriolet 1.6 TDI Jan 2012 p15-21 
Golf Cabriolet GTI Oct 2013 p17-23 
Golf Cabriolet R DSG Feb 2014 p33-39

MK 7 GOLF
Mk 7 Golf SE 1.6 TDI Mar 2015 p26-33 
Mk 7 Golf GT 1.4 TSI ACT May 2013 p17-23 
Mk 7 Golf GT 2.0 TDI DSG Mar 2015 p26-33 
Mk 7 Golf BlueMotion 1.6 TDI April 2013 p43-49 
Mk 7 Golf GTD 6-spd DSG Jan 2014 p19-25 
Mk 7 Golf GTI performance pack Dec 2013 p14-21 
Mk 7 Golf R DSG May 2014 p16-23
 
MK 7 GOLF ESTATE
Mk 7 Golf Estate SE 1.4 TSI Nov 2014 p38-45 
Mk 7 Golf Estate SE 1.6 TDI DSG Nov 2014 p38-45

GOLF pLuS
Golf plus 1.9 TDI SE (105 pS) Nov 2005 p32-37
Golf plus BlueMotion (105 pS) Apr 2009 p23-27
Golf plus Sport TSI (140 pS) Jun 2007 p22-27

JETTA
Jetta 2.0 TDI SE (140 pS) Aug 2006 p56-61
Jetta TSI (140 pS) Feb 2008 p17-22
Jetta TDI DpF (170 pS) May 2009 p24-29

NEW JETTA
New Jetta SE 1.6 TDI BMT Sep 2011 p21-27 
New Jetta Sport 2.0 TDI Dec 2011 p21-27

SCIROCCO
Scirocco 1.4 TSI (160 pS) Aug 2009 p43-47
Scirocco GT 2.0 TSI (200 pS) Nov 2008 p20-25 
Scirocco GT 2.0 TSI (210 pS) Oct 2011 p17-23 
Scirocco GT BMT TDI (140) 6-spd man Feb 2013 p17-23
Scirocco GT 2.0 TDI (170) DSG Feb 2010 p16-21
Scirocco GT 2.0 DSG (ABT 240 pS) Nov 2009  p26-31 
Scirocco R DSG Jun 2010  Jun 2010 
Scirocco R Manual Nov 2010  p19-24

NEW SCIROCCO
Scirocco GT 2.0 TDI BMT (150) DSG Feb 2015  p15-21

NEW BEETLE
Beetle 1.6 (101 pS)  Feb 2001 p7-11
Beetle Luna 1.6 (102 pS) Mar 2006         p22-27
Beetle 1.9 TDI (100 pS) Oct 2003         p14-19 
Beetle 2.0 (115 pS) Jul 2000         p6-11
Beetle 1.8T (150 pS)  Mar 2002         p7-11
Beetle V5 (170 pS)      May 2002         p7-11
Beetle V5 Sport Edition (170 pS)        Aug 2003         p6-11

Beetle Cabriolet Dark Flint (TDI 100)  Aug 2005 p30-35
Beetle Cabriolet 2.0  Jul 2003 p6-11
Beetle Cabriolet 1.8T   Sep 2007 p11-16

BEETLE
Beetle Design 1.4 TSI (160 pS)  Oct 2012 p45-51
Beetle Design 2.0 TDI (140 pS)  Mar 2013 p17-23 
Beetle Cabriolet 2.0 TSI (200 pS)  Jan 2014 p43-49 
Beetle GSR 2.0 TSI Jun 2014 p21-27

MK 5 pASSAT 
passat Trendline (100 pS 1.9 TDI) Apr 2005 p28-33
passat TDI pD 130 (5-spd) May 2001 p7-11
passat Sport TDI pD 130 (6-spd) Apr 2002 p35-39
passat 2.0E (115 pS) Aug 2001 p35-39
passat SE 2.0 (130 pS)  Mar 2003 p29-33
passat SE 20V (150 pS) Jul 2000 p38-43
passat Sport 1.8T (150 pS) Dec 2001 p38-43
passat 2.5 V6 TDI (150 pS) May 2002 p37-41
passat 2.5 V6 TDI auto (163 pS)   Feb 2004 p24-29
passat 4.0 W8 automatic  Sep 2002 p9-13
passat 4.0 W8 manual  Mar 2003 p17-21

passat Estate Sport TDI pD 4Mo (130 pS) May 2003 p7-11
passat Estate V6 TDI (150 pS)  Oct 2000 p7-11
passat Estate V6 4Motion (193 pS)  Nov 2001 p37-41

MK 6 pASSAT 
passat BlueMotion 2 (TDI)     Oct 2009 p25-29
passat 2.0 TDI SE (140 pS) Sep 2005 p14-19
passat 2.0 TDI SEL DSG (170 pS)    Dec 2007 p11-16
passat 1.8 TSI SE (160 pS) Sep 2008 p12-17 
passat R Line 1.8 TSI (160 pS) Apr 2010 p18-23
passat 2.0 TFSI SEL (200 pS) Jun 2006 p12-17
passat V6 4Motion Sport (250 pS) Sep 2006 p21-26
passat R36 Saloon (300 pS)    Feb 2009 p10-15
passat Estate 1.9 TDI SE (105 pS) May 2006 p30-35
passat Estate BlueMotion (105 pS)    Dec 2008 p32-37

MK 7 pASSAT 
passat Saloon SE 1.6 TDI BMT     Apr 2011 p23-29 
passat Saloon Executive 2.0 TDI     Jan 2015 p29-35 
passat Estate BlueMotion 1.6 TDI  Apr 2012 p23-29 
passat Estate 2.0 TDI SE BMT DSG May 2011 p33-39
passat Alltrack 2.0 TDI (140 pS) Dec 2012 p23-29

MK 8 pASSAT 
passat 2.0 TDI BMT SCR (190) DSG May 2015 p18-25
 
CC 
passat CC 2.0 TDI (140 pS)    Jan 2009 p8-13 
CC 2.0 TDI BMT Sept 2012 p21-27 
CC 2.0 TDI (177 pS) BMT DSG Aug 2014 p15-21

EOS
Eos SE 1.4 TSI (160 pS) Sept 2010 p31-36 
Eos 2.0 TDI (140 pS) Jan 2007 p22-27
Eos 2.0 TFSI DSG (200 pS) April 2008 p13-18
Eos 3.2 V6 DSG (250 pS)  May 2007 p11-15

SHARAN        
Sharan 2.0 SE (115 pS) Aug 2000 p38-42
Sharan SE 1.9 TDI pD 4Mo (115 pS) Apr 2002 p7-11
Sharan 1.9 TDI pD (130 pS)   Mar 2004 p34-39
Sharan Sport 2.0 TDI (140 pS) Dec 2006 p20-25
Sharan Sport 1.8T (150 pS)  Nov 2000 p7-11
Sharan Carat V6 Auto (204 pS)  Jan 2002 p47-51 
New Sharan SE 2.0 TDI DSG  Apr 2013 p30-35

TOuRAN
Touran SE 1.9 TDI (100 pS)    Jan 2004 p36-41
Touran Sport 2.0 TDI (136 pS)   May 2004 p14-19
Touran Sport 2.0 TDI (DSG)  Nov 2004 p16-21
Touran SE TSI (140 pS) Aug 2007 p47-51 
New Touran S 1.6 TDI BMT    Jun 2011 p45-51

TIGuAN
Tiguan 2.0 TDI (140 pS) May 2008 p11-17
Tiguan S 2.0 TDI BMT June 2012 p23-29 
Tiguan Match 2.0 TDI BMT Oct 2014 p17-23 
Tiguan SE 1.4 TSI (150 pS)    Mar 2009 p32-37 
Tiguan SE 2.0 TDI (170 pS) Jan 2011 p17-23 
Tiguan R Line 2.0 TSI (200 pS)    Mar 2010 p16-21

TOuAREG
Touareg 3.2 V6 Tiptronic  Nov 2003 p18-23
Touareg 2.5 TDI Tiptronic    Feb 2005 p30-35
Touareg 3.0 V6 TDI Sport (225 pS) Oct 2005 p51-55
Touareg 3.0 V6 TDI Tiptronic (225 pS)  Oct 2007 p17-22 
Touareg Altitude 3.0 V6 TDI (245 pS)  Mar 2013 p48-53 
Touareg 4.2 V8 TDI  Jan 2012         p31-37
Touareg 5.0 V10 TDI (313 pS)    Jan 2010         p18-23 
Touareg Hybrid V6 TSI  May 2011         p19-25

pHAETON
phaeton 3.0 TDI LWB (239 pS)   Jun 2009 p23-27
phaeton 3.2 V6 (241 pS)   Aug 2004 p19-23
phaeton 3.0 V6 TDI & 6.0 W12  Oct 2006 p16-21
phaeton 6.0 W12 (420 pS)    Jan 2004 p6-11 
New phaeton 3.0 V6 TDI   Jun 2011 p25-27 
New phaeton 3.0 V6 TDI LWB  Apr 2013 p48-53

CADDY 
Caddy Maxi Life 2.0 TDI (140 pS)     Sep 2008 p47-51 
Caddy Edition 30 2.0 TDI DSG     Aug 2013 p47-51

AMAROK
Amarok Startline 2.0 TDI (122 pS) May 2012 p33-39 
Amarok edition 2.0 BiTDI auto Nov 2013 p27-33

T4
T4 Caravelle 2.5 TDI Variant (102 pS) Feb 2002         p31-35
T4 Multivan V6 (204 pS) Oct 2002 p31-35

T5
T5 Caravelle 2.5 TDI (130 pS)  Jul 2004 p32-37 
T5 Caravelle Executive 2.5 TDI (174 pS) Oct 2008 p20-25
T5 Caravelle Executive 2.0 BiTDI DSG Feb 2011 p19-25
T5 Caravelle Business 2.0 BiTDI DSG Nov 2012 p17-23

Road test index
Since it waS launched in June 2000, a great many road tests have 
been featured in the pages of Volkswagen Driver, providing a wealth of 
information about many modern Volkswagen models. 

comprising at least five or six pages each, including full model details, 
specifications, driving impressions, technical details and performance 
figures, they provide an ideal reference for anyone buying a new or 

* Wherever possible, we will supply an original copy of the magazine but we reserve the right to substitute a good quality colour photocopy.

Back issues* cost £3.00 each Plus postage and packing: UK: £1.50 per issue  Europe: £2.25 per issue  Rest of World: £2.75 per issue 

secondhand example, or for anyone who already has one of these  
cars and just wants more information about it. 

a great many other road tests and features are listed online at  
www.volkswagendrivermag.co.uk and you can order back issues 
online or call us on 01525 750 500.
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ow many times do we look out 
of the window as the rain beats 
against the glass, longing to 

get out of the house, but reluctant to 
step out into the storm. Knowing that 
if we do, we'll be stuck in our car or 
diving for cover in a nearby coffee 
shop.

How many people get to experience 
the freedom that comes from owning a 
campervan? It's not just a means of 
transportation. It's being able to bring 
a small part of your home with you 
wherever you go... and always having 
a room with a view!

They say there is no such thing as bad weather...

Holidays are coming!
Research by an insurance company 

discovered the average holiday cost 
for a family of four was approximately 
£4800 for a two-week break. That’s 
£400 per month.

With finance deals from Autohaus 
you can invest your money in a stylish, 
fully featured campervan instead and 
go away with your family whenever the 
mood takes you.

For full terms and conditions, or to 
request a quote, just visit the website. 

With an Autohaus Campervan, even if the view outside is looking a bit bleak, there 
is always something to catch your eye in the beautiful interior. From the high gloss 
finish of the hand-crafted cabinets... to the bold lines of stitching on the leather 
upholstery, more than twenty years of design and innovation ensure that this 
bespoke space is somewhere you’ll be happy to relax in.

Mountain Biking, Sur�ng... or chilling with a picnic? You 

This is no ordinary off-the-shelf campervan!

Rain or shine it’s always fine... in an

When you finally venture out to explore, you can be sure in the knowledge that 
there’s a little bit of home waiting for you on your return.

So pop the kettle on and enjoy the view while you wait for the clouds to pass.

Autohaus VW Campervan Conversions
Tel: 01643 703283

Email: info@autohausvw.co.uk

www.autohausvw.co.uk

H
Words Joanna Rose   Photos Stuart Warstat & Jamie Wonnacott

advertisement
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TURBO CLEANER & POWER RESTORER

ESSENTIAL READING FOR THINKING DRIVERS, 
SPECIALISING IN DIESEL, HYBRID, ELECTRIC 

AND ALTERNATIVE FUEL VEHICLES

ESSENTIAL READING FOR THINKING DRIVERS, 
SPECIALISING IN DIESEL, HYBRID, ELECTRIC 

SPECIAL
SUBSCRIPTION

O F F E R
Get 3 issues for £10 or 15 issues for just 
£44.95 and save 39% off the full price

Subscribe today! Call the DieselCar 
subscriptions hotline on 01268 288515 

and quote reference UKV

Digital editions of DieselCar available at 
WWW.POCKETMAGS.CO.UK

*Offer open to UK residents only. For overseas subscription rates please call 00 44 1268 288515
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It has been nearly five years since 
Volkswagen Commercial Vehicles made  
the somewhat surprise move of entering 
the mid-size pickup market. And I guess 
they must have done something right, 
because none other than Mercedes-Benz  
is following suit…

The Stuttgart premium brand announced 
recently that Mercedes-Benz Vans would be 
diving head-long into the global pick-up foray 
with a model developed in co-operation with 
Nissan, based on the Navara ladder frame.

By the end of 2014, VW Nutzfahrzeuge  
had sold more than 360,000 Amarok in 
countries around the world ranging from the 
UK and Germany to Argentina and Australia, 
but – and this continues to be hotly debated – 
not in the US, the spiritual home of the good 
ol’ pick-up.

There are two main reasons for this 
apparent omission: 1. The mid-size pick-
up market is not the main feature in the 
US, with full-size pickups being the star 
attraction. The Amarok simply isn’t big 
enough for US tastes. Furthermore, the mid-
size pick-up market has been in decline in 
recent years. And 2. The US pick-up market  
is dominated by the domestic manufacturers 
and Toyota (now pretty much adopted as a 
domestic manufacturer). To break into this 
pretty tight club, a German brand would have 
to throw an awful lot of marketing effort at 
huge swathes of the country that are not its 
typical stomping ground, i.e. not the eastern 
and western seaboards.

It appears that this reasoning has also 
hit home with Mercedes-Benz, whose own 
mid-size pick-up will not be entering either 
the USA or Asia, where the pick-up market 
is highly price-sensitive and dominated by 
bargain-basement local manufacturers. 
You can see why this is not necessarily 
an attractive proposition for a ‘fancy’ (and 
pricey) German brand, be it VW or MB.

Nevertheless, there have been mumblings 
for some time that VW of America may well 
consider throwing a full-size pick-up at the 
American market as part of its ongoing bid to 
make it into the big time there – something 
that it has, so far, consistently failed to do.

VW of America would love to have a 
commercial vehicle offering in the US, but a 
hefty import tax, known as the chicken tax, 
is just one of the many obstacles, meaning 
that any vans or pick-ups sold in the US by 

VW would have to be built there in order  
to be even remotely competitive.

So the question is: does VW really need 
to be selling ‘ice to Eskimos’? At the end of 
the day it’s a numbers game. After a bumper 
sales year in 2013 when Volkswagen offloaded 
just under 92,000 units of the Amarok, sales 
in 2014 plummeted to their lowest level since 
it was launched, with fewer than 70,000 
units sold.

Most Amarok sales are split between 
Europe, at roughly 65 per cent, and South 
America, at about 30 per cent. The Amarok 
is built in Argentina, and at the Group’s 
Hanover plant. So where else might be worth 
considering? The US, as discussed, is… well… 
complicated. And the Asian market, with 
China and Thailand being two very large 
potential takers, is focused more on the 
smaller end of the market and is cripplingly 
price sensitive. So, far from being a global 
vehicle, the ‘premium’ mid-size pick-up is 
very much a tale of two regions. This could, 
of course, change, with China’s burgeoning 
middle classes potentially leading to a shift 
in market conditions that might make a 
premium pick-up more attractive. But that’s 
not exactly imminent.

However, the fact that Mercedes-Benz 
Vans is choosing to venture into the market 
within the scope of its ‘going global’ strategy, 
would suggest that the number-crunchers 
have managed to make the figures add up.

It would appear that Mercedes-Benz 
Vans is proposing a very similar approach 
to Volkswagen, by creating a broad-based 
range that can offer something for everyone, 
ranging from the more utilitarian end of 
the spectrum to the souped-up, tricked-out 
lifestyle end for the apparently growing 
number of those among us who spend lots  

‘ To break into this pretty tight club, a German brand would 
have to throw an awful lot of marketing effort at huge swathes 
of the country that are not its typical stomping ground...’

of their leisure time roaming the countryside 
lugging jet skis, quad bikes and other assorted 
expensive toys. 

In Germany, for instance, the Amarok 
is available with a single cab and a double 
cab in three equipment lines, and as three 
special editions – Canyon, Ultimate and 
Atacama. The most expensive of these is an 
Ultimate 4Motion with 2.0 TDI and 8-speed 
automatic, the starting price of which is 
€49,272. Although all the models on offer 
come with the same 2.0-litre TDI as the UK 
versions, Germany has two power outputs – 
140 and 180 PS, while Britain offers just the 
180 PS variant.

And, of course, where there’s a series-
production vehicle, there’s always going to  
be a tuner in the vicinity with a better idea.  
The Amarok V8 Passion appeared as a concept  
at the 2014 Geneva Motor Show and was  
developed by Dirks from Emden in cooperation 
with Audi specialist MTM outside of Ingolstadt. 

With 410 PS under the bonnet, plenty of 
chrome trim on the outside and Alcantara 
trim on the inside, the Passion was something  
of a flight of fancy for Dirks, which normally  
flies under the radar, converting special-service  
vehicles under contract to Volkswagen AG for 
the likes of the police and local authorities. 

But they just couldn’t resist the 
temptation. They popped the 340 PS V8 diesel 
from the Touareg under the bonnet, adding 
an extra 70 PS for good measure. The leaf 
springs at the rear were replaced by air 
suspension and the drum brakes swapped 
for massive discs, in the hope of actually 
bringing the thing to a stop at some point. 
The Amarok V8 Passion is now available to 
order from Dirks, with pricing somewhere 
in the region of €180,000 to €200,000 (in case 
you’re interested). III

Alternative view
ELAINE CATTON
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 From T5 Transporters, to Crafters, Galaxies, MAN 
and Scania... to Leopard tanks and Beetle-based 
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You maY not realise that the Light 
Commercial Vehicles operation is regarded 
as a separate brand within the Volkswagen 
Group. While based at milton Keynes, in 
the same headquarters building, the uK 
division has its own staff and procedures. 
Recently, they have been doing very well 
and sales in Britain are very healthy.

The mainstay of the Light Commercials 
operation has always been what is generally 
known as the Transporter. The very first 
one was called the Volkswagen Type 2 
(retrospectively referred to as T1) and, since 
then, there have been several generations. 
The current one on sale is the T5 but, very 
soon, it will be replaced by the T6.

What I find particularly interesting is 
the way in which trade buyers of the T5 
are prepared to customise their vans, often 
with special paint jobs and carefully selected 
accessories. There are plenty being driven 
around our area which look very impressive, 
despite the fact that their purpose in life is 
quite mundane.

I have always enjoyed driving Transporters, 
and the spin-offs like Caravelles. When 
Volkswagen launches a new car, often in an 
exotic part of Europe, a team of drivers from 
Wolfsburg usually arrives at the airport in 
a fleet of luxury Transporters, usually all in 
black with tinted windows, so that they can 
ferry everyone around.

I think that what most appeals to me  
is the driving position. You are high up and 
this means that you can see far ahead, with 
a much better view of the road than those 
who are driving conventional cars.

Apart from the early days when the 
Transporter was built at Wolfsburg, they 

have always been constructed at the plant  
in Hanover. When Volkswagen introduced  
its bigger light commercial vehicle, the LT,  
this was also built there but, when the 
Crafter came along, this was a combined 
operation with Daimler-Benz and there was 
little difference between the Crafter and the 
Sprinter, apart from the drivetrains, and both 
are built in one of the Daimler factories.

Volkswagen has been involved in several 
such combined operations and many readers 
will know that the original Sharan, built in 
Portugal, was a co-venture with Ford. Ford 
was largely responsible for designing the 
vehicle, while Volkswagen was mainly in 
charge of developing the production facilities. 
The joint venture did not last all that long, 
though and now Ford builds Galaxies in its 
own plants.

The Transporter and Crafter are regarded 
as light commercial vehicles, but what about 
heavy commercials? The Volkswagen Group 
is involved with two of the great heavy truck 
manufacturers, MAN and Scania. The MAN 
operation, originating from 1758 when they 
built horse-drawn carts, is vast. As well as 
employing nearly 57,000 in its main plant,  
it has factories in Munich, Nuremburg, 
Plauen, Salzgitter and about nine smaller 

plants in Germany, as well as factories in 
India, Austria, Poland, South Africa, and Brazil.

Scania is a Swedish company, but 
Volkswagen has gradually taken a bigger and 
bigger share. These days, there is very close 
co-operation between MAN and Scania. III

WHEN I FIRST STARTED writing about 
Volkswagens, there was another division 
within the overall organisation, and this 
was concerned with the sale of engines 
for industrial use. The flat-four air-cooled 
VW engine was used for a wide variety of 
purposes, from driving pavement cleaners  
to powering light aircraft. I think that I 
am right in saying that one military tank 
used a VW flat-four engine as a starter 
motor. Would it have been a Leopard?

I don’t know how much truth there is 
in the story, but I was told that, during 
the Falklands war, the Argentinean anti-
aircraft missile units were more reliable 
than the British ones. The Brits used 
Coventry Climax engines, while the Argies’ 
units were powered by VW engines.

That was the time when the Beetle 
engine was used to power a wide spectrum  
of kit cars, from Beach Buggies and replica 
Edwardians to sleek sports cars. Some used  
the Beetle platform itself, while other, more  
advanced models, were based around a 
space frame chassis. As you can see from  
the picture of the UVA chassis, the basic  
Beetle platform was substantially modified  
with a complete new front suspension 
system, to improve the car’s handling.

Below left: UVA Montage. Below right: 
Modified Beetle platform of the Montage.

‘ What I find particularly 
interesting is the way in 
which trade buyers of 
the T5 are prepared to 
customise their vans...’
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Specialist Index

Promote your business details in 
our ‘Specialist Directory’ in the 
pages of both Volkswagen Driver  
and Audi Driver magazines and 
on our websites.

For your information to  
be included, please contact  
Debbie Forbes.

Tel: 01525 750 504  Email: 
sales@autometrix.co.uk

Attention!

ABT UK
Unit 17, Avant Business Centre, 23 Denbigh Road, 
Bletchley, Buckinghamshire, MK1 1DT  
T 0845 370 3228 E sales@richtersport.co.uk   
W www.abtsportsline.co.uk
Official importer of ABT bodystyling and wheels

Dialynx Performance
Unit 3, Bagbury Park, Lydiard Millicent,  
Swindon,Wiltshire, SN5 3LW T 01793 772 245  
E info@dialynx.co.uk W www.dialynx.co.uk
Ur-quattro specialist. Servicing, development  
and engineering for VAG performance models

Ernigrip Motors Ltd.
4a Enstone Airfield, Enstone OX7 4NP   
T 01608 677 836
55 North Street, Middle Barton OX7 7BH   
T 01869 349 104
E ernigrip@gmail.co.uk  W www.ernigrip.co.uk
Independent garage with VAG-trained mech-
anics, all requirements catered for. 25 years  
of trading, specialising in ABS, steering,  
suspension, airbags, LPG, offering good  
honest advice as required. 

HazzyDayz Ltd
Unit 5, Sharose Court, Hicks Road, Markyate
Hertfordshire, AL3 8JH  T 01582 840 984
E hazzydayz@gmail.com W www.hazzydayz.com
Genuine Volkswagen & Audi professional retrofits, 
UK callout service available

JKM Motor Services Ltd
Bolde Close, Copnor, Portsmouth,  
Hampshire, PO3 5RD T 02392 639 933  
E enquiries@jkm.org.uk W www.jkm.org.uk
Independent specialists for Volkswagen,  
Audi, SEAT & Skoda

 
Marshall’s Industrial Ltd
Hithercroft Road, Wallingford, Oxfordshire,  
OX10 9DG T 01491 834 666 E sales@mi-uk.com 
W www.mi-uk.com/products/vcds/
Genuine Ross-Tech diagnostic tools at  
competitive prices.

Mastertechs Diagnostics Ltd
Unit 18, Liongate Enterprise Park, 80 Morden 
Road, Surrey, CR4 4NY
T: 0208 648 6688
E: info@mastertechs.co.uk 
Volkswagen, Audi, SEAT, Skoda specialist. Branch 
now open in Chessington, T: 0208 391 0963

MDM Technik Ltd
Units 2B & 2C Westfield Farm, Medmenham, 
Marlow, Buckinghamshire, SL7 2TA  
T 01491 412 416 E enquiries@mdmtechnik.co.uk 
W www.mdmtechnik.co.uk
Audi, VW and Bentley specialists. Revo,  
Milltek and Forge agents

Milltek Sport
Unit 7-8 Victoria Way, Pride Park, Derby, DE24 8AN  
T 01332 227 280 E info@millteksport.com  
W www.millteksport.com
Manufacturers of Volkswagen performance 
exhaust systems and catalysts

 
quattro-tech
Unit 10C, Harding Way, St. Ives, Cambs, PE27 3WR 
T 01480 464 869  E info@quattro-tech.co.uk   
W www.quattro-tech.co.uk
Independent Audi, Volkswagen, SEAT and Skoda 
specialist, offering a wide range of top-quality 
cost-effective diagnostic, maintenance and repair 
services for vehicles of all ages.

Richter Sport
Unit 17, Avant Business Centre, 23 Denbigh Road,  
Bletchley, Buckinghamshire, MK1 1DT  
T 0845 370 3227 E sales@richtersport.co.uk   
W www.richtersport.co.uk
VAG retrofit specialists based in Milton Keynes

Russell Automotive Centre
Unit 15 Kingsbury Trading Estate, Barningham 
Way, Church Lane, London, NW9 8AU  
T 0208 2000 995 E service@rac-london.co.uk  
W www.rac-london.co.uk
Multi award-winning service from London’s  
leading Audi/VW specialist

Satnav Systems (UK) Ltd
Unit G, Argent Court, 175 Hook Rise South, 
Surbiton, Surrey, KT6 7NL T 0808 222 0000
E info@satnavsystems.com W ww.satnavsystems.com
VW & Audi OEM retrofit specialists

Star Performance Ltd
Unit 1D Frances Ind Park, Dysart, Kirkcaldy,  
Fife, KY1 2XZ T 01592 655 595  
E jimcurley@starperformance.co.uk  
W www.starperformance.co.uk
VW, Audi, SEAT, Skoda independent servicing  
centre. Air-con and 4 wheel alignment centre.

The Engine Shop Ltd
Unit A2 Darenth Works, Ray Lamb Way,  
Erith, Kent, DA8 2SP T 01322 350 022
E info@theengineshop.info  
W www.theengineshop.info
Specialist supplier of rebuilt VW and Audi 
engines and gearboxes

Tutts of Dorking
Unit 7, Curtis Road Ind Est, Dorking,  
Surrey, RH4 1EJ T 01306 885 178  
E reception@tuttsofdorking.co.uk   
W www.tuttsofdorking.co.uk
Family owned and run business established in 1960

Unit 20 Limited
20 Coalbrookdale Road, Ineson, Wirral,  
Cheshire, CH64 3UG T 0151 336 6888  
W www.unit20.org
VW Group performance specialist offering  
service, repair and performance upgrades

Volkspares 
Branches at Croydon, Harrow, Sydenham  
and Leytonstone. T 0208 683 7442  
W www.volkspares.co.uk 
The UK’s leading VW and Air Cooled  
Spares Specialist.

Volkswizard
Units 1-2, Hollywood Motor Park
6 Dark Lane, Hollywood, Birmingham,  
B47 5BN T 01564 330 495  
E andrew@volkswizard.co.uk
W www.volkswizard.co.uk
Buyer of VW Group vehicles

VRT
856 Plymouth Road, Slough Trading Est,  
Slough, Berkshire, SL1 4LP   
T 01753 655 271  E vrtdirect@gmail.com    
W www.vrtonline.co.uk
Service and repairs, DPF removal, remapping, 
Jetex exhausts, performance tuning
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free  
for priVaTe
adVerTisers
it’s easy to place an 
ad –by e-mail, phone, 
fax, post or via our 
website. 

for a small charge, 
you can give your  
ad greater impact  
by using bold type 
for £5 or including a 
photograph for £10. 

ads on our website 
cost £25 and remain 
online until you tell  
us it is sold.

Traders
Take advantage  
of a display ad in 
these pages and  
put your products 
or services in front 
of the thousands  
of enthusiasts who 
meticulously scan 
the classified ads 
every month.  

call  01525 750 500,  
fax 01525 750 700  
or e-mail us at:  
classified@autometrix.
co.uk to find out  
how easy it is to 
advertise.

copy deadline  
for THe  
JUne 2015  
issUe is 3 pm  
TUesday may 5

T5 VGB  registration for sale, open to 
offers. e-mail: raypullen@blueyonder.
co.uk or call 0774 876 5180.

T5 VGB

CLASSIFIED ADS

BORA V5 2.3   116,000 miles, moT 
until november 2015. This car is 
immaculate for its age and drives 
perfectly, with no issues. £655 worth 
of work recently, including timing 
chain and head gasket. First to see will 
buy. £1,150 ono. Tel:  07961 842 120 
or e-mail: davemcc274@yahoo.co.uk 
(dunfermline)

MK 4 GOLF 1.8 TURBO Year 2000, 
100,500 miles, re-mapped to 195 bhp 
+ many mods. The time has come to 
sell my mk 4 golf 1.8T, i’ve had it for the 
last year and, due to money issues, it’s 
finally time to let it go. it’s indigo blue 
(lB5n) with moT until January 2016, full 
service 3000 miles ago, cambelt and 
auxiliary belt + spark plugs renewed 
at 100,000 miles. Huge stack of old 
moTs and receipts. comes with 2 keys, 
both working.  modifications:  Full Fk 
coilovers, de-cat, Forge 007p, front-
mounted intercooler, Pipercross panel 
filter, 312 mm front brake upgrade, vr6 
/ g60 sachs clutch and flywheel fitted 
at 95,000 miles.  r-tech stage 2 k03 
map (running roughly 195 bhp. almost 
brand-new front tyres and plenty of life 
in the back tyres.  immaculate inside 
and out, no rips or tears on the seats. 
extremely good runner, boosts and 
pulls extremely well, no knocks or 
noises.  also, front bumper now has a 
colour-coded trim.  Bad points:  scuff 
on front left of bumper (replaced 
bumper and stupidly didn’t notice 
the scuff on the front of it, but not 
very noticeable unless you get low 
down)  was a category c write-off 
in dec 2013 (apparently someone 
reversing into your front bumper and 
cracking it is a category c write-off ) 
Bumper was replaced and has since 
been vehicle identity checked (with 
proof )  viewing is welcome.  This is 
truly a great car, a lot of money has 
been spent on it to get it right and 
now it’s almost at its optimum. £1,450 
ono. Please text or ring me on 07474 
298 772. (rusholme, manchester)

S P E C I A L  R E G I S T R AT I O N  o n 
retention until 18/03/2025 (new 
10-year rule) with assignment fees 
paid, you only need to add your name 
to the certificate. This will cost you £25 
and this is the onlY additional cost, as 
it will cost nothing to put on your car 
once your name is on the certificate. 
includes two sets of pressed plates 
a20v rc and a20 vrc. £350. contact 
rob at e: carpy25@hotmail.com Tel: 
07929 297 420 (daytime) or 01495 227 
518 (evening).

JUNE 2012 GOLF GTI 2.0 TFsi dsg 
3-door candy white, 40,000 miles. 
still under manufacturer’s warranty, 
lady owner. Highly specified: Black 
heated leather,  sunroof,  satnav 
with Bluetooth, unmarked 18-inch 
monzas. Full vw history. last serviced 
4/12/14 including dsg oil change. 
Just had 2 new conti cs5s fitted, 
all matching.  Fantastic, unmarked, 
unmolested condition. new car forces 
sale. £17,500 ono. Tel: 07872 544 729

JETTA GT SPECIAL. very rare, with 
only a maximum of 50 produced in 
1986 by vw uk and gTi engineering. 
i believe there are only single figures 
left now. Fitted with a Zender ii 
bodykit, rH wheels and lowered 
suspension as standard from the 
forecourt! This car has a brilliant 
history file going back to 1989 and 
was once featured in VW Audi Car mag 
as a readers’ rides (copy included). 
i t is almost complete, with the 
only exception being a white gTi 
engineering leather steering wheel 
instead of the black one. it still has 
the Hella heckblende, gTi engineering 
floor mats and reg plates, and a 
couple of other extras fitted in 1989. 
Fitted with reasonably recent Jamex 
suspension. i have also sourced a 
nos 1986 Blaupunkt stereo! To sum 
this car up – i wish i’d found this car 
first before restoring my other one 
(featured in this issue) a very reluctant 
sale and i hope to see it in a concours 
show in the future.  i can e-mail more 
pictures. £2,000 ono. Tel: 07812 008 
265 (derby)

i  
ROAD TAx – Note that, under the new rules, effective since October 1, 2014, road tax can no longer be transferred between vehicle owners. When the 
registered owner sells a car, you will get a refund of any remaining full months of tax when you inform the DVLA that you no longer own it. If you are buying 
a car, you will need to get new vehicle tax in your name before you can drive it.
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CLASSIFIED ADS

SET OF VDO GAUGES from audi 
80 sport / coupe s2, complete with 
wiring loom and sender, in mk 2 vw 
golf centre console – very rare item 
and genuine factory part. in mint 
condition, ideal for mk 1, 2, 3 vw golf. 
£200, no offers.  Buyer to collect, as i 
will not post. Tel: 07867 840 819 (west 
Bromwich, west midlands)

classified@autometrix.co.uk

MK 7 GOLF R 2.0 TSI 3-door manual  
2014 model-year mk 7 golf r with  
300 Ps 4-cylinder 2.0 Tsi turbocharged 
engine, 6-speed manual gearbox and 
Haldex 4motion all-wheel drive. lapiz 
blue pearl effect paintwork and black 
vienna leather upholstery with front 
seat heating. ordered in mid-nov 
2013, built week 5 of 2014, delivered to 
the uk via sheerness on 14/2/14 and 
handed over by supplying dealership 
windrush of maidenhead on 1/3/14 to 
the one and only owner. 7,250 miles 
and not due a service yet. However, i 
have personally performed oil and filter 
changes at 1000 and 5000 miles using 
vw oil filter and vw’s Quantum longlife 
iii 5w/30 oil. no mechanical issues 
experienced, in fact it has never missed 
a beat. vw warranty to 1/3/17. complete 
owner’s manual wallet, 2 remote keys, 
genuine vw flexible load liner, unused 
cloth floor mats, vw rubber front floor 
mats, volkswizard number plates (with 
gB logo), original windrush plates 
also supplied, windrush vw tax disc 
holder and vw tax disc holder and rear 
window sticker. £3265 worth of factory-
fitted options: dcc dynamic chassis 
control adaptive suspension, 19-inch 
Pretoria lightweight alloy wheels, 

special paintwork (lapiz blue), vienna 
leather, discover navigation, rear-view 
camera. manual gearbox is increasingly 
unfashionable especially on forums but 
strangely enough the preferred choice 
of people who review cars for a living 
(Autocar recently put the r as number 
of 1 of the 50 best cars and specifically 
said a 3-door with a manual gearbox was 
the best combination) – if i planned to 
use the car daily and get stuck in traffic 
then i’d order a dsg but then i wouldn›t 
buy a golf r for that kind of driving.  
To minimise stone chips and other 
damage, the leading edge of the bonnet 
and the wings, the front bumper, mirror 
casings, sill steps and rear bumper load 
lip were covered in 3m ventureshield 
protective film by Tony James designs 
o f  s o l i h u l l .  Pa i nt wo r k  h a s  b e e n 
detailed using 3m’s yellow and blue 
(anti-hologram) compounds, a coat of 
autoglym Hd wax and finished off with 
a paint sealer recommended by Tony 
James designs and it beads beautifully. 
condition is still pretty much as new, 
tyres have approx 5-6 mm of tread 
remaining as most miles have been 
accumulated at motorways speeds, 
approx 6000 miles were covered on 
three european road trips. subject of 
several major features, including front 
cover, in Volkswagen Driver magazine. 
as with any used car since 1/10/14 no 
road tax included. road tax rate of £180 
12 months, £99 6 months. £29,999 (vaT 
qualifying for business owners) good 
px welcome. contact andrew chapple, 
Tel: 01564 330 495 or e-mail: andrew@
volkswizard.co.uk (Birmingham)

2014 GOLF 7R   5-door 6-speed 
manual. Pure white, one owner (my 
wife)  6,700 miles. Front and rear 
parking aid, large colour touch screen, 
8 speaker stereo system, Bluetooth 
phone prep, Bi xenon headlights, 
led daytime lights, Heated power 
folding mirrors, adaptive cruise control 
(acc), suede and cloth upholstered 
sports seats plus much more. extras 
include discover Pro navigation 
touchscreen, dynamic chassis control 
(dcc),  19-inch Pretoria alloys.   Has 
stage1 revo map and induction kit 
(370 bhp @ 5700 rpm and 360 lb. ft. 
@ 3000 rpm) which have turned a 
great car into a incredible one! car 
is mint and comes with private plate 
uk 60 lFr. Just serviced. looking for 
£29,000, no offers. i am the first owner 
of this fantastic car but a new business 
opportunity forces a very reluctant 
sale. any questions, please don’t 
hesitate to call: shaun on 07947 213 
825 (car is located in lancashire)  

SCIROCCO 2.0 TSI GT 2008 6-speed 
manual. metallic blue, lovely car with 
just 64,000 miles, backed up by a 
full and comprehensive vw service 
history with moT until november. 
one of the best we have seen. Full 
specification car with upgrades: Full 
black leather, heated seats, carpet 
mats, Bluetooth phone kit with music 
streaming, dvd touchscreen nav/radio 
system and 6-cd autochanger, media 
connection, centre armrest, panoramic 
sunroof, rear factory tinted windows. 
spacesaver wheel with changing kit, 
all the usual gT refinements, including 
upgraded alloy wheels,  cl imate 
control, alarm, electric windows, in-car 
entertainment, rain sensor, tinted 
glass. Tyres have good tread all round. 
Full history and document pack, two 
keys. Part-exchange welcome, and 
finance available. £10,499 inc vaT. view 
six days a week at our indoor premises 
just off the Junction 4 m42 in solihull. 
ring for an appointment. contact 
minesh Pala, Tel: 07525 660 007. 

JETTA SE 2.0 TDI 140 Ps december 
2007 (57 plate) in silver, 6-speed 
manual,  93,600 miles,  2 former 
keepers prior to myself. moT until 
21/12/15, road fund licence costs 
£145 p.a .  Ful l  ser v ice  histor y, 
including cambelt, water pump and 
tensioner change, last serviced June 
2014, front discs and pads replaced 
18 months ago. Heated front seats, 
rear parking sensors, cruise control, 
iPod / iPhone dock, all  factory 
options, air-con, electric windows, 
electric folding mirrors, rain-sensing 
wipers, auto lights, front and rear 
cup holders, isofix. new car on order 
forces genuine sale, no p/ex. £4,295 
ono. contact luke on 07738 982 365 
(located Portsmouth Po6)

ONE AUDI S3  5-arm rotor alloy wheel 
and new tyre, both unused. £100.00 
ono. contact Terry on 07718 521 275 
(Huntingdon, cambs)

ONE VW GOLF GTI 18-inch monza 
alloy wheel and new Bridgestone tyre, 
both unused. £100.00 ono. contact 
Terry on 07718 521 275 (Huntingdon, 
cambs)

GENUINE TT RS BRAKE SET-UP  it’s 
the upgraded type, with no problems 
unlike the early T T rs set-ups! 
everything is there that you need: 
red callipers, 32 mm discs, almost 
new pads and lines (you use original 
carriers) all in great condition! £650 
delivered. Tel: 07736 826 007 e-mail: 
Jaar@live.co.uk (Based in essex)

VOLKSWAGEN DRIVER MAGAZINES 
complete set april 2005 to Feb 2007. 
also audi driver magazines, complete 
set may 2001 to July 2008, plus 
38 various audi and vw magazines 
between 1989 and 2000. sensible 
offers – collection only. Tel: 01246 233 
224 (chesterfield)

B5.5 PASSAT ESTATE SE TDI 130 
PD 2001 dark metallic green. Fully 
vw stamped service history with vw 
ridgeway and raynor diesel services 
of newbury + independent specialist 
and oil changes by myself. Two cambelt 
changes, the last 35,000 ago. current 
mileage: 162,569 – nothing for a well-
looked-after Pd engine! cruise control 
(factory-fitted), electric windows, 
remote central-locking, aBs, traction 
control. climate control air-con works 
fine, also with cooled glovebox, 
height-adjustable seat with lumbar 
support, front and rear armrests. 
recent new cTs with 50/50 top-up 
as changed coolant whilst doing 
cTs, new high-powered battery, inlet 
manifold fully cleaned like new inside, 
turbo cleaned. 2 keys, 4 previous 
owners, 7 months moT. Full Powerflow 
stainless exhaust with l i fetime 
guarantee, Powerflow s/s de-cat, egr 
blank pipe with uprated silicone hose, 
silicone boost hoses, re-mapped to 
180 bhp but still does 47 mpg around 
town and 55+ on a run. lowered 50 
mm on adjustable spax coilovers, audi 
16” a4 alloys with good tyres and tread 
(5.5 mm on all) led sidelights with 
osram nightbreaker extreme bulbs, full 
led interior lights. only run on shell 
v-Power diesel. Pioneer Blutooth Hu 
with usB/aux and microphone housed 
beneath centre vents, running a 
Phoenix gold QX.100 amp driving the 
front door speakers at 2 ohms being 
JBl 6.5’s and tweets. The mid/bass will 
drop as low as 76 Hz on these. in the 
boot is a QX800 amp powering a 12” 
Pioneer sub in a box tuned to 39Hz! 
speakers are all running off 10g oF 
cable and power/earth are 8g Pg. door 
skins lined with 10 mm of silent coat. 
custom pods with 6 mm of silent 
coat. not one speaker can be seen, 
all in original holes but custom pods 
to add a bit of depth for the speakers 
yet still fit nice and snug behind the 
door cards. The sound is amazing, 
crystal-clear clarity yet ridiculously 
low sub bass. interior is in excellent 
condition with everything working as 
it should. exterior in good condition, 
was mopped using g3 in august so 
still comes up well when washed, 
although light scuff on passenger 
side wing has been touched up and 
looks ok. airbag light is on due to me 
having an aftermarket steering wheel 
fitted without an airbag so need to 
clear this fault. overall, in excellent 
condition but please remember she is 
a 14-year-old car, so not like brand-new! 
Price £1,250 cash. reason for sale – i 
have my beady eyes on another vw! 
Tel: 07479 780 813 (winslow, 5 miles 
from milton keynes / 5 miles from 
Buckingham / 7 miles from aylesbury)
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SPECIALISTS 
IN KENT FOR 
NEW & USED  
VW & AUDI 
PARTS
MAIL ORDER AVAILAbLE
blackman Motors
biddenden, Kent

T: 01580 291 146
E: blackman.motors@tiscali.co.uk
Opening hours: Mon - Fri, 9 am - 4 pm

WANTED

MK 2  GOLF GTI 8V 5-door. white. 
digifant engine has had new head 
gasket in the last 6 months along with 
cambelt and water pump a couple of 
months earlier. The original mexican 
head was corroded around the water 
ports and was replaced with a good 
recon german head with new valve 
stem seals. oil and coolant flushed and 
replaced when head gasket done. also 
replaced this year: Blue temp sensor, 
both oil pressure sensors, plugs, leads, 
dizzy cap and rotor arm. The Hall sender 
went in the original dizzy a couple of 
months ago so i obtained a dizzy that 
had never been fitted to a car and fitted 
that. scorpion 3-piece stainless exhaust 
fitted. some welding this year so the 
car is super solid now! odd rust spots 
on lower doors and tailgate, but overall 
in good condition. crack in windscreen 
near where tax disc used to be 
(replacement screen £60 on insurance 
or less diY!) cv clicks on full lock only (no 
noise when driving) but i have a good 
long driveshaft with cvs and also a not 
so good short shaft with cvs (pretty sure 
it’s the long shaft cv that’s clicking as 
it’s driver’s side) These can go with the 
car. upright bolster on the driver’s side 
has just gone through the fabric (was 
perfect until about a month ago when 
this happened!) rear discs/pads will 
need doing, as discs are pitted and inner 
pad on passenger side is almost down 
to metal. recently it has spluttered a 
bit but clears after a little while, i put 
this down to either fuel filter needs 
replacing or injectors need cleaning but 
i haven’t had time to do this. There are 
no leaks in this car and the engine pulls 
really well (apart from the above). can 
be a bit jerky at a crawl when coming 
on/off throttle (linked to the above) 
but fine when driving. genuine reason 
for sale is that it’s just wasted on my 
commute. i’ve just bought myself a B5.5 
Passat Tdi as that gives 35 mpg+ sat in 
traffic compared with the golf’s low 20s 
– although on a run the golf gets high 
30s! mileage is 173,000 and moT is up 
to april 1, 2015. new tax rules will apply. 
£1500 ono. Tel: 07786 452 090 (car is 
located in ilkeston, derbyshire about 10 
mins from J26 m1).

SET OF FOUR  vw sebring golf 
r al lye  /  corrado a l loy  wheels 
with  Toyo r888 t yres.   super b 
condition,  no kerbing, summer use 
only. i have previously had them 
professionally  refurbished  and they 
come complete with genuine vw 
centre caps and Toyo r888 195/50-
15 tyres. a little bit of vw history to 
them, as i was told they were originally 
from one of the very first vw demo 
corrados in the uk!  4 x 100 mm Pcd, 
6Jx 15,  so will fit a number of vw 
group models including mk 1 / 2 golf, 
4-stud Polo etc. looking for £425 ono. 
Tel: 07881 832 825 (located near York).

F O R  S A L E :  r e gi s t rat i o n  p l ate  
[ m17 Bug ] offers above £1525 to 
reg@brianbeales.co.uk

FOR SALE: Private plate  [ 5391 vw ]  
open to sensible offers. Tel: 07812  
948 858

classified@autometrix.co.uk

MK 6 GOLF GTI 2010 (02/12/09) 5-door, 
6-speed manual, FvwsH (new engine 
under warranty in september ‘13 at 
34,443 mile), 12 months moT. metallic 
carbon steel grey, 2 previous owners, 
49,700 miles, grey vienna leather trim, 
18-inch monza shadow alloys with 
Yokohama advan tyres, rear privacy 
glass, Xenons, rear parking sensors, 
winter pack, storage pack, dynaudio 
speakers, rns 510 head unit with satellite 
navigation, multifunction steering wheel, 
Highline computer, vw Bluetooth, daytime 
running lights. £13,500. contact simon 
Burt, Tel: 07442 501 595 e: simonburt@
hotmail.com (solihull, west midlands) 

MK 2 GTI 16V re 2000 race / trackday 
car.  reluctant sale of advantage 
motorsport mk 2 golf gTi 2.0 16v. as 
well as a great trackday tool, it has 
recently run in cscc Future classics, also 
eligible for vag Trophy, cTcrc pre ’92 as 
well as various Brscc and other series. 
looked after by Qr sport in Tattenhall 
near chester, alongside my Production 
gTi golfs. Top spec and although only 
done a couple of races in it we achieved 
1:24 at donington and 2:03 at oulton 
on knackered dunlops. with decent 
tyres i am sure the car is capable of 2:00 
at oulton and 1:22 at donny, which 
should frighten much more expensive 
machinery. engine is a gTi engineering 
re2000 16v (200 bhp @ 6940 rpm in 
top and 161 nm of Torque @ 6360 rpm 
on stealth rolling-road dyno). Balanced 
with all data re piston / conrod weights 
etc. schrick 276 cams, Tsr 4-branch 

mated to milltek sport stainless exhaust, 
schrick baffled sump, 2013 mocal oil 
cooler, kenlowe electric fan, Tdi radiator. 
gearbox rebuilt 2014  (standard ratios), 
new clutch 2013, Quaife lsd. kw coilover 
suspension with spring rates from my 
2012 championship-winning golf, poly-
bushed, eibach anti-roll bars. Brakes: 
2013 new g60 callipers on 280 mm cross-
drilled vented discs and new bearings 
on front,  new standard 16v discs and 
callipers / bearings on rear. new master 
cylinder and all stainless flexible hoses, 
oBP brake balance valve. 2013 lifeline 
Zero 200 plumbed-in extinguisher, sabelt 
Hans belts to 2018, omP race seat, bolt-
in 6-point cage with door bars. This is a 
very sound  1990 mk 2 big-bumper 16v 
gTi shell with lightened steel bonnet, 
hatch and doors, which still retains its 
working slide and tilt sunroof. Four 7 x 15 
Team dynamics wheels shod with very 
used dunlops. varley red Top battery and 
mounting. Poly windows and laminated 
front screen. The bad bits: nsr quarter 
panel and door suffered some damage 
which needs attention from a panel 
beater, also cracked screen – you could 
run it without any repair, it just looks a bit 
tatty. i will accept £6,500. contact John 
mawdsley, Tel: 07768 958 116.

FOR PASSAT ESTATE 1993 – 1996: door 
hinge repair kit / instructions. offside 
door. interior parts. Tailgate struts. 
lowered springs or coilover suspension 
kit. Body kit. central-locking pump. 
Factory towbar. 185/55 x 15 or 205/50 x 
15 tyres or deep dish / staggered wheels, 
4 x 100 mm Pcd. german Fire Brigade 
(Feuerwehr) lamps, sirens, blue light bar. 
Phone or text steve on 07955 553 684 
(near wolverhampton).

WANTED: anything gTi engineering, 
or related articles of interest. gTi 
engineering branded items of special 
interest. Please contact dave on 07812 
008 265.

Email your ad to us at:  
classified@autometrix.co.uk
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Next moNth... JUNe ISSUe oN SALe WeD mAY 20

A full road test of the Scirocco R-Line 2.0 TSI and the 
Touareg V6 TDI, a first look at the new T6 Transporter, 
and first drives of the Golf Estate Alltrack, Golf Estate R 
and Golf Estate GTD… We’ll also be driving the new Golf 
GTE, Polo GTI and Scirocco R for the first time in the UK.

Also, a full photoreport from the Stanford Hall 
classic VW show, and race and rally reports including 
BTCC at Donington, WRC Rally Argentina and VW Cup  
at Rockingham… Don’t miss it!

INTERESTED  
IN AUDI?
CHECK OUT OUR SISTER TITLE  
AUDI DRIVER FOR THE LATEST  
NEWS, ROAD TESTS, TECH  
ARTICLES, MODIFIED CARS  
AND AUDI SPORT.  
SPECIAL JOINT SUBSCRIPTION RATES  
AVAILABLE. CALL FOR DETAILS:

01525 750 500 mail@autometrix.co.uk
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V O L K S W A G E N  &  A U D I  S P E C I A L I S T S

Unit G
Argent Court
Hook Rise South
Surbiton KT6 7NL

www.satnavsystems.com
info@satnavsystems.com
0808 222 0000
0203 141 4114

Specialist technicians.
Genuine parts.
No. 1 Customer Service.
When you are looking for a Volkswagen retro�t specialist
there is only one really worth your attention.

Contact us on 0808 222 0000, or visit
www.satnavsystems.com




