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Welcome

© Stuff South Africa. All due care will be 
taken with material submitted, but the 
magazine and publishers cannot be held 
responsible for loss or damage. Stuff 
South Africa assumes no responsibility to 
return unsolicited editorial, graphic or 
other material. All rights in letters and 
unsolicited editorial and graphic material 
will be treated as unconditionally assigned 
for publication and copyright purposes 
and material will be subject to Stuff South 
Africa’s unrestricted right to edit and 
comment editorially. Stuff South Africa is 
fully protected by copyright and nothing 
may be reprinted in whole or part without 
written permission from the publisher. 
While reasonable precautions have been 
taken to ensure the accuracy of advice 
and information given to readers, the 
editor, publisher and proprietor cannot 
accept responsibility for any damage or 
inconvenience that may arise therefrom.

Stuff is published in Brazil, China, the Czech 
Republic, Denmark, France, Germany, 
Greece, India, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, 
Korea, Lithuania, Malaysia, the Middle East, 
Morocco, the Netherlands, Norway, 
Portugal, Romania, Russia, Singapore, 
South Africa, Spain, Taiwan, Thailand, 
Turkey and the United Kingdom.

Subscriptions Hotline 
0860 123 300
Email subs@stuff.co.za
Web www.stuff.co.za

Advertising
Business director 
Sally Hudson 
sally@stuff.co.za

Senior account manager 
Stephanie Pillay
061 130 0367
stephanie@stuff.co.za

Senior account manager 
Thalia Pallotta
083 375 2418
tpp@futurejhb.co.za

Account manager  
(Cape Town)
Bernice Blundell 
073 618 1882
bernice@stuff.co.za

Management
Stuff South Africa is 
published by the Stuff 
Group (Pty) Ltd.
Directors: Toby Shapshak, 
Sally Hudson

PO Box 74, 
Melrose Arch, 2096

Haymarket UK
Stuff UK content is 
published with the 
permission of the 
copyright holder 
Haymarket Magazines Ltd
38-42 Hampton Road, 
Teddington, Middlesex, 
TW11OJE

... and a word about prices
Generally, we show 
the manufacturer’s 
recommended price. 
Occasionally we (or 
suppliers) can make 
mistakes. Please 
remember that prices 
listed in Stuff are intended 
as a guide only. We make 
every effort to confirm 
that all information 
is correct (and triple 
checked) when we go 
to print.

 1 ... this great mag landing on your doorstep before it hits 
the shops, every month.

2 ...you'll pay only R216 for 10  issues (a 40% discount).

3 ...exclusive reader offers and discounts.
4 ...and slightly more merciful robot overlords.
Call 0860 123 300 or visit shop.stuff.co.za

SUBSCRIBE TO STUFF 
& YOU’LL GET...

Ah, December. That magical time of the year when Joburgers 
celebrate their city becoming a ghost town, Cape Townians bemoan 
their inability to get a table at El Burro (or a parking spot pretty much 
anywhere), Durbanites hold thumbs that the rain lets up, and almost 
every email you send prompts an automated out-of-office reply.

It’s also the month that puts the most strain on our wallets and 
waistlines. We can’t stop you having that second helping of dessert, 
but we can point your peepers at a selection of geeky gifts fit for 
every pocket. Check out our Buyer’s Guide (p43) for everything from 
gifts for less than R500 to those best suited to our readers who’ve 
recently walked down the aisle with an oligarch.

We’re also elated (seriously, we’ve been grinning for so long we’re 
worried this might now just be what our faces look like) to be offering 
you a particularly tantalising line-up of products from WeChat and 
Incredible Connection. Buy directly from these pages using WeChat 
Wallet, and have your purchases delivered right to your door. Queues 
in malls? Pssh, those are for non-Stuff readers, not you dear reader.

So, what’s on offer? The iPhone 7, GoPro’s Hero5 Black Edition and 
an Xbox One with an extra controller and FIFA 17… among other 
things. But do act fast, because as with all good things, stock is limited.

Still short of stocking fillers? Check out our redesigned Top Tens 
section (p95) for inspiration. And if that doesn’t work, how about 
something homemade? Because nothing says “love” like a cross-
stitched replica of your ID photo, does it?

Craig Wilson, Editor
craig@stuff.co.za
@craigwilson
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ON THE 
COVER

 39 First test special PlayStation VR
  We get lost in Sony’s long-awaited headset 
 65 Tested Canon EOS 5D Mark IV
  ‘Mark IV better than Mark III’ shocker!
 66  Tested Dyson Pure Hot + Cool Link

A fan to heat/cool your smart home
 67  Versus Fitness watches

TomTom (watch)faces off with Garmin
 70  Tested Games

FIFA 17 vs PES 2017
 76  Tested Games

Forza Horizon 3; Rise of the Tomb Raider 
and Mafia 3

 84  Long-term test Fitbit Charge 2
Living life on the wrist

CON� � S

TESTSHOT STUFF
 10  The Hot Four

� Google Pixel, Pixel XL
��Google Daydream View
� GoPro Karma
��B&W P9 Signature

 16 Gigapixel Renault Trezor
  The Paris Motor Show’s sexiest e-car 
 20 Apps
  Caught in a landslide, no escape from reality 
 24 Vital stats Panasonic Lumix DMC-G80
  Never take a blurry photograph again
 26  Icon Roland Aerophone AE-10

A digital instrument for blowhards
  31 Best of Extravagant estates
  Three fastbacks for ‘practical’ thrills 
 32  Start menu

Answer the door when you’re not in
 34  Forbes list
  Apple ain’t so pro
 35 First play Watch_Dogs 2
  No longer anonymous
 36 Games
  Our Christmas wishlist… and new Poké

P66

p18



TOP 
TEN

O F  E V E R Y T H I N G

12.16

WISH
LIST

p113
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 43  The 2016 Stuff  buyer’s guide
Gifts to get, no matter what size 
your wallet is

 62  Instant upgrades Apple Watch
Tricks and tips for your strappy companion

  68  Beta yourself MacOS Sierra
Get friendly with the new Apple interface

 74  Media hoard 
Thoughtful sci-fi Arrival , er, arrives… 

  85  Lifestyle You packing boet?
Don’t forget to pack these

 47  Subscribe
We said it twice, now go get 40% off

 95  The Stuff Top Ten of everything 
Your essential gadget-buying guide: 
Smartphones, phablets, tablets, 
headphones, TVs, smartwatches, fitness 
trackers, laptops, Bluetooth speakers, 
cameras and more...

 99  Playlist Audiobooks
Listen to a comedian digging up his mom 

 101  Streaming essentials 
Top treats on Netflix and ShowMax

 105  The big question
What’s the best password app?

 107  How to buy… a compact system camera
What to look for in a medium-sized snapper 

 110  Should I upgrade? 
An original Apple Watch: stick or twist? 

FEATURES

SUBSCRIBE

P95

TOP TENS

P43

WIN!
p72

NEW

If you don't 
know what you 

want don't worry, 
we do



What this issue has brought us by way of geekery
OUR MONTH

I GOT VERTIGO 
AT GROUND LEVEL
Taking the PS VR for a spin at 

rAge 2016 was definitely my 

highlight of the month. Sony used 

Batman: Arkham VR to show off 

the PS VR’s prowess, and I was blown away by 

how realistic it all looked. So realistic that my legs 

went a little wonky. It turns out a case of vertigo 

and a brilliantly rendered, virtual, glass elevator 

isn’t a great combination. The PS VR headset is 

comfortable enough for long sessions and adding 

a pair of headphones to the mix makes the 

experience truly immersive. I’m not a gamer, but 

if anything’s going to make me one it’ll be this. 

First-person shooters are going to be amazing!

Michelle Flowers, Account Manager

I ATE WITH UBER
Between gate, garage and TV 

remotes, video-on-demand 

services and the fact nobody 

has to answer the house 

phone anymore, it’s tough to 

disagree with the assertion that tech is 

making us lazier. UberEats recently launched 

in Johannesburg and it looks set to make us 

even more sedentary. I opened the app, 

ordered some sushi and Italian fare for the 

family, and only had to go as far as the door 

to get it (actually, I sent the kids). I didn’t even 

have to open my purse, because billing works 

the same way as regular Uber. What a 

(potentially fattening) pleasure.

Sally Hudson, Business Director

Making Stuff up 

Publisher and 

Editor-in-chief  

Toby Shapshak 

toby@stuff.co.za

Editor

Craig Wilson

craig@stuff.co.za

Digital Publisher 

Nic Boerma 

nic@stuff.co.za
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brett@stuff.co.za

Art Director
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art@stuff.co.za

Production and 

Marketing 

Coordinator
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Getting Stuff to you

Printing 

CTP

Distribution
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Contacting Stuff
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stuff@stuff.co.za 

Subscribe

stuff.co.za/buy

Find us 

www.stuff.co.za 
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368 Jan Smuts Ave,
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Johannesburg, 
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I MISSED 
THE UPROAR
I’ve been using the new 

iPhone 7 Plus for two weeks 

and haven’t noticed it doesn’t 

have a headphone jack. But 

then, I switched to Bluetooth earphones years 

ago. I use the Jabra Sport Pulse for everyday 

use (mostly as a hands-free kit) and the 

Sennheiser MM550 for travelling (because of 

their excellent noise-cancelling). Bluetooth 

definitely saps the already under-siege battery 

– and there are days where I turn off BT by 

4pm because I’ve only got 20% charge left. 

But having no wires dangling from your phone 

is how it should be, whatever the cost.

Toby Shapshak, 

Publisher and Editor-in-chief

I FELT THE FORCE
Last year, the BB-8 remote-

controlled droid from Sphero 

was one of the most desirable 

gifts of the season. This year, 

the updated (and somewhat 

battle-worn) Special Edition BB-8 looks set 

to follow suit. What’s changed? Cosmetic 

wear and tear aside, BB-8 now comes 

packaged with the “Force Band”, a wrist strap 

that lets you control your droid with gestures. 

Do we look ridiculous waving our arm about? 

Definitely. Is it great fun nonetheless? 

Absolutely. BB-8 is sufficiently cute and 

charismatic we’re about ready to forgive the 

Jar Jar Binks fiasco. This is definitely the droid 

we’ve been looking for.

Craig Wilson, Editor

South Africa

StuffSA

@StuffSA
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PAYMENTS HAVE 
NEVER BEEN 
THIS SIMPLE

INTRODUCING THE WECHAT WALLET

NO BANK ACCOUNT REQUIRED • ACCEPTED BY ALL SOUTH AFRICAN BANKS

No Registration Fees. No fi xed monthly fees. 

1

Download WeChat 
and set up your 

profi le.

2

Tap on “Me” in the 
bottom right corner 
and tap on Wallet.

3

Land on your WeChat 
Wallet home screen 
and tap on Balance.

5

You are registered 
and can Top Up your 

WeChat Wallet.

4

Press Next, Enter your 
Mobile Number and Create 

a WeChat Wallet PIN.

HOW TO REGISTER YOUR WECHAT WALLET:1



A new way for you to manage payments with your mobile phone.

Tap on Balance in top left 
and tap on “Top Up”.

1

Enter the amount of cash 
you would like to put into 
your Wallet and tap Next.

2

Tap in 4 digit WeChat 
Wallet PIN.

3

Top Up Successful.

4

WeChat Wallet Balance 
updated.

5

HOW TO TOP UP YOUR WECHAT WALLET:

Pay at any SnapScan  
Store in South Africa

Send cash to your WeChat 
Contacts at no Extra Cost

Receive cash directly 
into your WeChat Wallet

WECHAT WALLET FEATURES:

Top up your Airtime or 
Data on any Network

Buy Prepaid Electricity 
for your Meter

2

BENEFITS OF USING THE WECHAT WALLET:3

4

• Easy and convenient mobile payments

• 3D secured transactions

• Top Up your WeChat Wallet at 
   participating Retailers

• Cash Out money from your WeChat Wallet at   
   any Standard Bank ATM

• No registration fees

• You can use your WeChat Wallet at over   
  28000 SnapScan stores in South Africa

• Send money to all your contacts, even those   
  without a bank card for FREE



H O T
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If you’re screaming: “Google?! What’s next, 
an AltaVista phone?” then it’s 1998 and 

this magazine has dropped through a 
wormhole. Hello! And guess what: in 2016 
Google makes hardware. Up until now, its 

Nexus phones were a bit left-field and 
affordable. But with Pixel, it’s trying to 

establish itself as a premium mobile maker. 
It’s competing with Apple, which now 

makes phones as well as computers, and 
Samsung, a Korean company. Nokia’s out 

of the game, sadly. But Pixels might do well: 
super-powerful 5in or 5.5in phones with 

top camera specs and a voice-recognising 
Assistant. Yes, AI is sort of happening 

in 2016. Hoverboards, not so much.
As hot as… “OK, Google” being 

the new Ask Jeeves
Rtba / madeby.google.com

LOOK, YOU CAN 
SEE THE PIXELS

GOOGLE PIXEL, PIXEL XL

HOT
FOUR

#1

TS

Don’t be blue
Only the US is getting 

the “ReallyBlue” colour 
option for now. The rest of 
the world has to make do 

with Very Silver and 
Quite Black. 



22 PAGES 
OF THE BIGGEST 
STORIES FROM 
PLANET TECH

11
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On the case
With any luck when 

the Pixels arrive on our 
shores we’ll get some of 

the Google Store’s 
customisable live 

cases, too.



FFUTSO TH

HOT
FOUR

#2
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WHAT, MORE GOOGLE STUFF? WELL, THEY ARE KIND OF A BIG DEAL…

Chromecast Ultra

Here’s one that we 
will get here in SA.
You  get the kind 
of Chromecast 
content-streaming 
you (might) know and 
(possibly) love… but 
now in 4K and HDR! 

Google Wifi

Mesh networks are 
hot. Google’s new 
system has several 
affordable-ish 
mini-routers around 
your home, smartly 
assigning bandwidth. 
It’s US-only for now. 

Google Home

There’s still no global 
release date, but early 
reports about the 
US version are that 
Home is smarter than 
Amazon’s Echo – and 
slightly cheaper too, 
at $129. 

Google’s Daydream View VR headset, with 
its wireless controller, could be the future. 

It  looks comfy, not geeky, and it self-
calibrates – slam the phone in the right way 

round and it’ll work. Yes, its low price is 
overshadowed somewhat by the cost of 
the Pixel phone it requires. But Daydream 
is a platform – more compatible phones 

and headsets are being made as we write. 
Will VR headsets, in five years’ time, live 

behind the TV with the dusty 3D glasses? 
Only if the content providers and games 

devs don’t realise the awesome potential.
As hot as… a snuggly face hugger

Rtba / madeby.google.com

WE’VE GONE ALL 
GOOGLY-EYED

GOOGLE 
DAYDREAM VIEW

Control freak
The pointing, waving, 

swinging, drawing 
Daydream controller is 

your key to interacting with 
Google’s virtual world. And 

when you’re not using it, 
it slides away into 

the headset.





FFUTSO TH
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Clouds 
on the horizon

Hero5 cams can Wi-Fi 
images and videos to the 

new GoPro Plus cloud 
service… but only  if you’re in 
America, and have paid the 

$5/month subs. We 
await news of an 

SA service.

HOT
FOUR

#3

We know you knew GoPro was launching 
a drone, so we’re going to flip-reverse the 
announcement and go straight to the “And 
one more thing…” bit. Which is that the Karma 
is useful even when it’s not flying. How so? 
Because with the drone comes the Karma 
Grip, a DJI Osmo-style stick to which you 
can attach the Karma’s stabilising gimbal 
and a GoPro camera. 

Your very own steady cam for outdoor 
ventures, nice. Better still, that GoPro 
camera is either the new Hero5 Black or 

the new Hero5 Session, or the old Hero4 
Silver or Black – all of which shoot 4K to 
some frame rate or other.

Reverse up the announcement a bit further 
and you can control the camera separately 
while flying, using the GoPro app. Meanwhile, 
the touchscreen-equipped Karma Controller 
controls the actual flying part. And now we’re 
back to the rucksack Karma Case, in which – 
surprise! – fits GoPro’s folding Karma drone.
As hot as… flying backwards through a keynote 
Rtba / actiongear.co.za

NO LONGER UP IN THE AIR
GOPRO KARMA



FFUTSO TH
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Aww, do you remember when phones had 
3.5mm headphone sockets? Back in 2016? 

B&W does. And in an emotionally raw 
homage to that time, it’s given its new P9 

Signature headphones one of those legacy 
connectors. Two, in fact: one with a mic/
remote, and a plain one for signal purists. 
But if you insist on plugging these lovely 
retro cans into something modern like an 

iPhone 7, then B&W will be supplying a 
Lightning cable early next year. It’ll be 

worth it any which way, as these P9s are 
bigger, both in stature and in engineering, 
than either the P5s and P7s, both of which 

are already freaking excellent.  
As hot as… 2016-era brown leather

Rtba / bwloudspeakers.co.za

CLASSIC CABLE 
SHOWCASE

B&W P9 SIGNATURE

HOT
FOUR

#4

GoPro news!
Item! The Hero5 

(R8 000) no longer needs 
a waterproof case down 

to 10m. Item! The new 
Session (R6 000) shoots 

4K. Item! Both of them 
have voice 

control.

DJI Mavic Pro
What’s this coming over the hill, is it a… oh, 

it’s another foldable drone. Not just any 
other, though, as its from DJI, which is the big 

name in drones. It’s lighter and longer-
flightier than the Karma but, with its fixed 

camera and fully featured app, perhaps 
less friendly for beginners.

R20 000 / 

droneworld.co.za
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The bigger picture in tech
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HIT THE ELEC-CELERATOR!
This year’s Paris Motor Show was 
a-dazzle with electric cars, three 
of them particularly significant. 
Volkswagen finally introduced 
its emissionless future, the ID; 
continuing the acronym game, 
Mercedes called its electric 
platform EQ, and launched it with 
a huge glowing SUV; and Renault 
melted designers’ hearts with the 
Formula E-engined autonomous 
Trezor (main pic). But better – and 
sooner – than these sci-fi shinies 
is the Renault Zoe Q90 above 
– a new version with fancy LG 
batteries. A real-world range of 
about 320km is Tesla-rivalling 
stamina, now to see if it comes to SA. 

NO DRONE ZONES
Swedish drone enthusiasts 

might want to start looking 

for a new hobby. The 

Supreme Administrative 

Court of Sweden has 

essentially banned camera-

carrying drones in the 

country. You can apply for 

a permit, but have almost 

zero chance of getting one. 

Kite flying perhaps?

SUPER STEREO
Impressed with your 

three-speaker Sonos 

system? Pffffsh! The 

UE Boom app has a new 

PartyUp feature that lets 

you sync ‘more than 50’ 

speakers over Bluetooth. 

Quite how to get 50 Boom, 

Boom 2 or MegaBoom 

speakers into one room 

is your own business.   

JA, NO, WELL, VINE
Twitter is shutting down 

Vine, the looping six-

second video service it 

bought in 2012. Once a 

cultural phenomenon, 

Vine’s changed little 

over the years. Which is 

probably why it’s had to 

watch while Instagram 

and Snapchat have eaten 

its lunch. At least existing 

Vines will live on.

NEWS FEED



Looks one lifestyle, lives the other

HTC DESIRE 10 LIFESTYLE
This phone flaunts its silky colours and gold 

edging like it buys Lambos with a black Visa. Yet 

the expected price tag of <R5 000 tells a different 

tale, one of acquisitions at Mr Price before a dash 

to the Barnyard Theatre. The truth is the latter, as 

revealed by its humble Snapdragon 400 processor, 

720p 5.5in screen and 13MP camera. Well, we’d 

happily spend the evening juggling gins with a 

phone we’re not scared of spilling in the sawdust. 

Rtba / htc.com

Put them down, Dad

OAKLEY RADAR PACE
It’s not impossible that in 2004 you bought a pair 

of Oakley Thump hybrid sunglasses/MP3 player. 

It’s not inconceivable that you looked so kick-ass 

in those Thumps that a partner was attracted, 

and a hybrid of your own eventually created. It 

is, however, unlikely that the now 12-year-old 

Thumper wants these new Oakleys, even with 

their fitness app, Intel voice tech for real-time 

coaching and touch panel. Every 12-year-old 

knows that talking to your sunglasses is not cool.  

Rtba / uk.oakley.com

DROP EVERYTHING 
AND DOWNLOAD...

Assembly  Free / IAPs / iOS

Don’t let the deceptively simple layout fool you, Assembly is capable of 
some pretty incredible design wizardry. Whether you’re a coffice-working 
designer wanting to mock up a logo in a hurry or a hobbyist illustrator 
looking to create the duck-transformer-submarine that came to you in a 
post-fondue eyelid movie, Assembly’s selection of wholly customisable 
shapes, symbols and stickers has you covered. Export your creations as 
high-res JPGs or PNGs, or as vector SVG or PDF files. “Everyone’s a 
designer” is usually uttered with derision, but with Assembly it’s not that 
hyperbolic to suggest “Everyone with an iPhone/iPad is a designer”.

H SO T FT U F
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P R O M O T I O N

This offer brought to you in association with:

19

GET 30% OFF
BUY NOW &

Scan the QR code below with WeChat 
to buy the iPhone 7 32GB  right now 
with WeChat Wallet

* Limited to 100 units - Black Only
1. This promotional offer (“Offer”) is brought to you by JD Consumer Electronics and Appliances (Pty) Ltd t/a Incredible Connection (“we”, “us”, “our”) and relates to all products offered for sale by 
us together with specified WeChat Wallet discounts, as promoted in the Stuff Magazine issue dated 21 November 2016 (“Magazine”). 2. This Offer is available from 21 November 2016 until midnight on 
18 December 2016 (“Promo Period”) and only for so long as stocks of the products last. 3. The discounted prices on the products are only available if the products are purchased via our shop in WeChat. This 
means that during the Promo Period you use the WeChat app to scan the QR Code displayed next to any of our products in the Magazine and, once directed to our shopfront within WeChat, proceed 
to purchase that product using your WeChat Wallet. 4. To participate in this Offer, you need to be a WeChat Wallet user. Terms of use and eligibility requirements apply. (The WeChat Wallet is also only 
available to iOS and Android devices with WeChat version 6.3.7.) 5. This Offer may only be taken up once per product type, per customer. 6. We need not honour or continue this Offer, in any specific 
instance or generally, in the event of fraud, unlawful or abusive behaviour, or if unforeseen circumstances prevent us from doing so.

For help 
setting up 

your WeChat 

Wallet turn 
to p8

iPhone 7 32GB 
An entirely new camera 

system. The brightest, 

most colourful iPhone 

display ever. The fastest 

performance and best 

battery life in an iPhone. 

Water and splash 

resistant. And stereo 

speakers. Every bit as 

powerful as it looks — 

this is iPhone 7.

NOW 
R8 999 

Was R12 999

30% off  with 

WeChat Wallet

PLUS 
Free delivery 

in RSA



3 OF 
THE BEST

MESSAGES 
STICKERS

A P SP
This month’s mobile must-downloads

1 ProCamera
Free / IAPs / iOS
If you’ve got an iPhone 6s or 

newer use ProCamera to shoot 

RAW images, the unabridged image 

info the sensor (or pair of sensors 

in the 7 Plus) captures. Because 

serious shooters shoot RAW.

4 Bohemian 
Rhapsody Experience
Free / iOS, Android
Think Bohemian Rhapsody’s video 

is weird? Well, here you fly through 

a Freddie Mercury fever dream in VR. 

It works with Cardboard, or you could 

just wave a tablet in front of you.

9 Vulture Island
R80/R50 / iOS, Android
Grab some much-loved retro 

platformers, put them in a blender 

and, well, you’d get broken 

cartridges. But in a better world, 

you’d get this old-school adventure 

with brain-smashing puzzles.

2 Google Trips
Free / iOS, Android
In its quest to take over the world, 

Google now at least wants to help 

you explore it more easily. There’s 

armchair tourism for planning a 

visit, and day plans for when you 

actually arrive somewhere.

5 FaceRig
Free / iOS, Android
Another app that dares to ask: 

what if you were a hamburger? 

Yes, it’s more live CGI, where an 

on-screen avatar gurns in response 

to your facial tics. And if you were 

a hamburger? Terrifying.

8 60 Seconds! 
Atomic Adventure
R60 / iOS
A mad dash, grabbing family, 

food and supplies, is followed by 

bunker-based gloom and inevitable 

starvation. And you thought The 

Walking Dead was bleak.

3 Tiny Cards
Free / iOS
If you can never remember which 

dinosaur is the one with the long 

neck or what country is above 

Peru, Tiny Cards (lovingly) beats 

your brain into submission with 

beautifully illustrated flashcard drills.

6 Really Bad Chess
Free / iOS
Not so much really bad as really 

weird chess. This game’s AI never 

gets smarter; it just changes the 

pieces as you improve. Think you’re 

hot with six queens? How about 

with none – and loads of pawns?

7 Maximum Car
Free / iOS, Android
From the company that made 

a game mostly about punching 

bears, a racer about blowing other 

cars out of your way with missiles, 

while the commentary growls 

ridiculous slogans. Beats the N3.

1

4

7

2

5

8

3

6

9
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In iOS 10’s 

Messages, 

Apple ditched 

minimalism and 

let you cover it in 

stickers. Here are 

the best ones: 

CLASSIC 
MAC
Free

Apple celebrates 

Susan Kare’s 

perfect icon 

work for the 

original Mac with 

old-school art.

ASSEMBLY 
Free

Hate all existing 

Messages 

stickers? Make 

your own with 

this digital take 

on felt shapes.

CARROT 
STICKER 

PACK 
R30

Unleash the evil 

inner you by 

channelling the 

human-hating 

Carrot AI – by 

way of snarky 

stickers.



Touch us on our Studio

MICROSOFT SURFACE STUDIO
With no new iMac from Apple in sight Microsoft has swooped in to give 

design professionals something new to salivate over. Called the Microsoft 

Surface Studio, it’s an iMac-like all-in-one machine with an astounding 28in 

10-point multi-touch display. Instead of the 16:9 widescreen aspect ratio so 

many screens offer, Microsoft’s gone with a 3:2 aspect ratio (which is what 

most cameras shoot by default), 4500x3000 resolution and 10-bit colour 

depth. Press the top of the display and the “zero gravity” hinge moves the 

display down and back to a 20° angle, turning it into a digital drafting table. So 

far, so rad. But add the optional (or essential, if you ask us) Surface Pen stylus 

and the Surface Dial – a rotating, pressable, puck-like device you can use on 

your desk or on the Surface Studios display to move through customisable 

radial menus – and you’ve got the most desirable piece of design kit we’ve 

seen since the Wacom Cintiq. Pricing starts from $3 000 and the first units 

will ship in the US early next year. Now, if you’re excuse us, we’ve got a 

desktop puddle of drool to mop up and some fundraising side hustles to plot.

Rtba / microsoft.co.za
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Not the touchscreen we’re looking for

MACBOOK PRO
We may not have gotten a new iMac among the 

announcements Apple made at its October keynote 

(the same week Microsoft unveiled the Surface 

Studio), but we did get new MacBook Pros after four 

years. There are now three to choose from, two 13in 

versions and a 15in one. The entry level 13in looks set 

to replace the MacBook Air, and looks a lot like the 12in 

MacBook, except instead of one USB-C port it’s got 

two Thunderbolt 3 ports (which have the same 

dimensions as USB-C). But the real news is the Touch 

Bar on the top-end 13in and 15in MacBook Pros that 

replaces the row of function keys. It’s a multi-touch 

OLED strip that offers contextually sensitive virtual 

buttons that change depending what you’re doing. 

There’s also Touch ID support and a larger Force Touch 

trackpad on offer. As for compromises, well, the 

Touch Bar seems a poor substitute for a full touch 

display and further slimming means the iconic 

illuminated Apple logo in the lid is a thing of the past. 

Do we still want one? Indubitably. Even if the four 

Thunderbolt 3 ports mean we’re going to need 

(costly) adaptors for everything. Sigh. Progress, eh?

Rtba / myistore.co.za
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The bod for the mods

MOTO Z
On paper, modular phones sound great. Want a better 

camera? Pop it on or slot it in. Google Project Ara was 

meant to make swapping most major components a 

cinch… but it’s been shelved for now. LG’s G5 actually 

made it to market with an optional camera grip and 

amplifier… but they weren’t worth the money. Now 

the Lenovo-owned Motorola is having a go with the 

Moto Z. The modular accessories (called Moto Mods) 

include a Hasselblad camera back with 10x optical 

zoom, a JBL speaker, a battery booster and a 

projector, all of which attach magnetically to the rear 

of the Moto Z and don’t require powering it down. As 

for the Moto Z itself, it’s a capable Android phone with 

4GB of RAM and a 2560x1440 pixel 5.5in display. 

Looks like it’s time to say “Hello Moto” all over again.

R13 000 / lenovo.com/za

I’ll Alcatel you something new

BLACKBERRY DTEK60
So, you want an Android-powered handset but you 

also want world-class security? BlackBerry’s DTEK 

range has your back (and front and sides and, well, 

your bottom so to speak). The DTEK60 is the big 

brother to the DTEK50 (both Alcatel clones) and 

offers a bigger screen – 5.5in instead of 5.2in – and 

a higher resolution 21MP camera (compared to the 

DTEK50’s 13MP snapper). BlackBerry’s DTEK app 

keeps an eye on your OS and any apps you install and 

lets you know whenever your privacy could be at risk. 

That dodgy app that wants microphone access? 

DTEK will let you know about it. It’s like a guard dog for 

your mobile phone, except it won’t leave muddy paw 

prints in your car or eat your favourite slippers.

Rtba / za.blackberry.com

Pravin Gordhan would approve

MYTREASURY
One of the keys to good adulting is stashing at least 

some of your income away in case of inclement 

weather. But leaving your money to languish in your 

current account probably isn’t the smartest move. 

MyTreasury considers how much you have to save 

each month (or as a lump sum), how old you are, and 

how quickly you want to be able to access your 

money, and searches 670 different rate across eight 

banks to find you the best deal. There’s no fee to use 

the service, and if you need more convincing, consider 

that moving your money from an account paying 3% 

interest to a long-term fixed deposit paying 10% 

would effectively double your wealth over a decade. 

Your mom’s going to be so proud of you.

Free / mytreasury.co.za
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Not for Sale to Persons Under the Age of 18.

TO HONOUR THE LEGENDARY 1972 TOUR 

The world’s most 

famous band and 

infamous tequila come 

together in one limited 

edition bottle.

Get yours now 
and enjoy with dry 
lemon and a slice

of lime.

PARTY 

LIKE A 

ROCK

STAR



Panasonic Lumix 
DMC-G80

Rtba / panasonic.com/za

FEELING MIDDLEWEIGHTY, 
LIKE A G80
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V I T A L S T A T S

��Stamina by me
There’s a tough magnesium front 
frame for a splash-proof build, 
and images can be framed through 
the 3in variable-angle screen of 
a 2.36million-dot OLED electronic 
viewfinder. Panasonic has also 
given a helpful nod to all-day 
shooters with the battery-
lengthening Power Save Mode, 
which boosts battery life from 
around 320 shots to 800.

��Ready to run
The Panasonic Lumix DMC-G80 
should be in shops around the 
world by the time you read this, but 
for us in SA, there’s no sign of a 
shipment reaching our shores, yet.

in-body stabilisation to work in 
tandem to reduce blur and shake, 
whether you’re shooting longer 
exposures handheld or capturing 
video while walking. Panasonic 
says it adds the equivalent of 
five stops of shutter speed. 

��Images are from Venus
There’s also a new Venus image 
processing engine, married to a 
16MP MOS sensor. This setup 
allows you to shoot at up to ISO 
25,600 sensitivity as well as record 
4K video at 25/30fps. There’s a 
lovely 4K photo system, which 
means you can extract stills at 
8MP from 4K videos, or shoot 
8MP still bursts at high speed.

Whomp! Panasonic’s 
walked right up to the mid-
mass-market and slugged 
it in the belly with this…

��Rock’n’roll snapper
The G80’s more evolution than 
revolution, but don’t let that sway 
you. Oops. Too late. There you go, 
all swaying. Well, that makes this 
the perfect time to bring up the 
5-axis stabilisation system, which 
counters the effects of your shaky 
hands better than the one on other 
Panasonic CSCs.

The new system, dubbed 
‘5-axis Dual IS Mk II’, uses a new 
gyro-sensor to allow optical and 

YOU CAN 
SHOOT AT UP 
TO ISO 25,600 
SENSITIVITY



WTF?

��BRING THE NOISE
Panasonic has also taken the 

wraps off a prototype camera, 

the Lumix GH5, which will 

be the company’s next CSC 

flagship. Due to arrive in the 

first half of 2017, this will be the 

first CSC able to shoot 4K video 

at 50/60fps (most are limited 

to 30fps).

It’ll also support ‘6K Photo’, 

a higher-resolution version 

of the 4K Photo feature on 

existing Panasonic cameras. 

This will allow you to extract 

individual frames from any 

4K videos you’ve shot and 

use them as 18MP stills.

Hungry eyes

AERIX DUET
Looked at from the front, the Duet looks a little cross. But it’s not. It’s 

giving you a sultry take-me-home look because it knows that the 

wireless speaker market is a desperate old scuffle. Even more so at this 

high-price extreme. But the Duet has its unique two-cube design 

going for it – subwoofer in one, electronics in the other, upwards-firing 

speakers in both. And, in addition to Bluetooth, CDs and FM radio, the 

Aerix uses DTS’ s Play-Fi module and app to draw in Spotify, Tidal and 

Deezer. Just don’t talk about how many Naim Qb or Sonos speakers 

you can get for R25k, though, or you really will make it angry. 

R25 600 / www.aerix.co

Vivofit for (business) life

GARMIN VIVOFIT JR
You bought your four-to-nine-year-old this child-orientated fitness 

tracker. You watched as she ran into the garden to measure the activity 

score against her movement. Then you set up the corresponding 

Vivofit Jr app on both your phones. She negotiated 30 minutes of 

computer time in return for the ‘coins’ earned by brushing her teeth 

and walking the dog. You smiled and congratulated yourself on some 

new-school parenting. You couldn’t have known she was spending that 

online time building her billionaire Bitcoin business, nor foreseen her 

hostile takeover of your affairs at age 11. Such a sweet, modern child.

Rtba / garmin.co.za
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OR, IF YOU 
CAN PLAY THE 
LONG GAME…
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Wireless, wily-eyed high-end hi-fi
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R12 400 / roland.com
ROLAND AEROPHONE AE-10

THIS WILL 
CHANGE THE 

LIVES OF MOS 
EISLEY CANTINA 

COSPLAYERS 
WORLDWIDE

I C O N

A digital woodwind instrument, 

you say?! Cue 10 hours of Epic 

Sax Guy!

Yes, this is the new Aerophone 

AE-10 from digital instrument 

veterans Roland – and it’s going 

to change the lives of Mos Eisley 

Cantina cosplayers worldwide.

How so?

Well, breath controllers are nothing 

new, but just look at it – it’s like 

a big old spaceship, all white and 

sleek and dotted with confusing 

buttons. Yet this is a proper bit of 

gear that can emulate all sorts of 

real instruments, as well as having 

a bunch of non-real synth sounds 

on board. And the USB output lets 

you hook it up to a PC to mess with 

external modules and soft synths.

Which instruments can it do?

Clarinet, flute, oboe, saxophone 

and the distinctly non-windy violin, 

to name a few. There are 40 built-in 

sounds in all. Those buttons, 

incidentally, are inspired by a 

sax’s layout; octave is controlled 

by the left-hand set, while notes 

are controlled by the right.

And I can take this out to, say, 

the park with me?

We don’t advise it, unless you 

want to get beaten up for mangling 

Baker Street in public. But you 

could, because there’s a built-in 

speaker and the option to add 

a 7hr rechargeable battery pack. 

But we submit that the AE-10 

might be at its best in your home 

studio, where it can draw power 

from the mains and be hooked up 

to a more powerful speaker via its 

stereo mini-jack.

This is available now?

You can pre-order it for ₤777 from 

thomann.de. For an additional ₤50 

they'll ship it to South Africa, and 

you may just have it before January. 
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This offer brought to you in association with:
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GET 50% OFF
BUY NOW &

Scan the QR code below with WeChat 
to buy the GoPro HERO5 Black Edition  
right now with WeChat Wallet

* Limited to 150 units
1. This promotional offer (“Offer”) is brought to you by JD Consumer Electronics and Appliances (Pty) Ltd t/a Incredible Connection (“we”, “us”, “our”) and relates to all products offered for sale by 
us together with specified WeChat Wallet discounts, as promoted in the Stuff Magazine issue dated 21 November 2016 (“Magazine”). 2. This Offer is available from 21 November 2016 until midnight on 
18 December 2016 (“Promo Period”) and only for so long as stocks of the products last. 3. The discounted prices on the products are only available if the products are purchased via our shop in WeChat. This 
means that during the Promo Period you use the WeChat app to scan the QR Code displayed next to any of our products in the Magazine and, once directed to our shopfront within WeChat, proceed 
to purchase that product using your WeChat Wallet. 4. To participate in this Offer, you need to be a WeChat Wallet user. Terms of use and eligibility requirements apply. (The WeChat Wallet is also only 
available to iOS and Android devices with WeChat version 6.3.7.) 5. This Offer may only be taken up once per product type, per customer. 6. We need not honour or continue this Offer, in any specific 
instance or generally, in the event of fraud, unlawful or abusive behaviour, or if unforeseen circumstances prevent us from doing so.

For help 
setting up 

your WeChat 

Wallet turn 
to p8

GoPro HERO5 Black Edition 
The GoPro HERO5 Black Edition is the most powerful and easy to use GoPro ever, 

thanks to its 4K video, voice control, one-button simplicity, touch display and 

waterproof design. Use your voice to control the HERO5, enjoy advanced wind noise 

reduction, video stabilisation, location capture and auto-upload to the cloud to protect 

your memories.

NOW 
R3 999 

Was R7 999

50% off  with 

WeChat Wallet

PLUS 
Free delivery 

in RSA
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 WTF IS THIM?

You’re already hooked

NAIM UNITI
A couple of years back, Naim dressed its hook with glittery 

bait (the affordable, awesome Mu-so wireless speakers) 

then sat back and attracted new, mainstream customers. 

Now it’s closing the trap with a new Uniti audio streaming 

range, styled with Mu-so accents and rotary volume dials. 

Why is it a trap? Because Uniti costs cash that mainstream 

music-eaters wouldn’t haven’t dreamt of spending in the 

past. Yet now, with their eyes bedazzled by Apple Music, 

Tidal, Spotify and Google streaming skills but in a grown-up 

hi-fi separates format, they’re opening wide and taking 

the hook. What a lovely way to go. 

Rtba / naimaudio.com

Yuppie bakkie

MERCEDES-BENZ 
X-CLASS 
Modern consumers are a tough bunch to 

please. We want functionality without 

sacrificing form. The modern mechanical 

workhorse needs the lifting power of a 

Clydesdale with the good looks of the Akhal 

Teke (the rose gold iPhone of the horse world). 

The forthcoming X-Class range looks set to 

deliver, and then some. Six-cylinder engines, 

permanent all-wheel drive, a SIM card for 

connected services and doge-style model 

names like “Powerful Adventurer” and 

“Stylish Explorer”. Expect to see them on 

South African showroom floors, streets, 

4x4 trails and anywhere else they please, 

frankly, come late 2017.

Rtba / mercedes-benz.co.za

Looks unsettingly… clinical.
It’s for external application only, 

we promise. Thim is a finger-

mounted sleep trainer that 

helps to improve your snoozing 

by the most obvious method: 

it wakes you up just as you’re 

nodding off. 

Nope, it’s going straight in 
the blender.
Wait, come back! The theory is 

that it conditions you to the act 

of falling asleep, thus making 

it easier to nod off in the future. 

In training mode Thim will detect 

when you’ve fallen asleep, which 

it determines by your lack of 

motion, and do a little vibrate 

to wake you up. You crook your 

finger a little to respond, and the 

process starts again. Eventually 

you’ll properly fall asleep, and not 

respond, and it’ll stop vibrating. 

A few nights of this practice and 

you’ll start to get better sleeping 

rhythms, apparently. 

But, assuming this re-training 
works, doesn’t that make the 
gadget a bit redundant after 
a few weeks?
Sleep re-training is only half of 

the Thim’s skill set. It has day 

skills too. Ever woken up from 

an afternoon snooze feeling 

groggy and anxious? That’s 

because you went too deep, 

for too long, and mucked up 

your internal clock. Thim can 

monitor your power nap and 

wake you up before you leave 

the recommended ‘Stage 1’. 

Ten minutes, they say, is about 

the optimum. 

OK, that sounds more useful. 
Where do I sign?
On the crowdfund-hopeful line. 

Thim isn’t coming out until the 

middle of 2017, but you can 

reserve an early production 

model by backing it through 

Kickstarter. Assuming the 

campaign hits its funding goal 

of AU$120,000, a pledge of 

$129 (which converts to about 

R1 400) will be sufficient to get 

you your very own electronic 

waker-upper.

There are three 
music players in 
the Uniti range; 

this is the littlest 
one, the Atom. 
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Phone contracts are expensive and 

convoluted, everyone knows that. 

Nonetheless, plenty of people still sign 

up to a new one every two years… and 

then bemoan having to wait two years 

between new phones.

Enter the South African iStore’s annual 

upgrade option via its iStore Card. The 

scheme lets you buy a new iPhone 

over 24 months, but upgrade every 

year should you wish. It also means 

a separation between your phone 

payments and those for your SIM. Now 

you can chop and change between 

mobile operators at will without signing 

lengthy contracts with them. Instead, 

your contract is now with the iStore. 

You’ll need to apply for an iStore Card 

to take up the deal, and that means the 

usual credit vetting and the like. But it 

also means you’ll get early access to new 

Apple products, and depending on the 

sort of contract you were previously on 

with your operator, it may actually work 

out cheaper, particularly if you move to 

prepaid or to a cheaper contract without 

all of those superfluous free message 

and other “perks” few of us actually use. 

So what’s the catch? The iStore Card is of 

course best suited to iOS acolytes, so if 

you’re likely to have your head turned by 

something like Samsung’s Galaxy S8 

then you’re unlikely to make a saving. 

Also, every time you upgrade to a new 

iPhone you sign on with a contract that 

keeps you married to Apple for another 

two years.

And because it’s really a trade-in 

you’re doing each year, if you’ve got an 

outstanding balance or you’ve wrecked 

your phone during the year you may have 

to pay in before you can get the latest, 

shiniest iPhone. For anyone firmly on 

Team iPhone, though, it’s a deal well 

worth checking out.

PAY MONTHLY FOR YOUR 
IPHONE AND YOU CAN 
UPGRADE TO THE LATEST 
MODEL EVERY YEAR

#16 iSTORE’S 
UPGRADE 
PROGRAMME

DECIPHER
ALLOW US TO EXPLAIN…

Coding can be addictive

CUBETTO
This is a game for all the family. Not because Mom and Dad will be 

challenged by the basic coding gameplay, but because they’ll be 

enraptured by the build quality of the wooden instruction board, 

the wheeled robot that executes those instructions, and the 

cloth bag that holds the instruction tiles. And the instructions! 

So nicely designed. The kids are having fun, but Mom and Dad are 

paying them no heed, talking about how Kickstarter campaigns 

can turn out well and maybe they should revisit their own idea…

R3 500 / primotoys.com

Smart (looking) watch

FARER AUTOMATIC
It’s hard to find the middle ground between acceptability and 

individuality. We will offer this advice: when all the media twits 

on TV are wearing smartwatches, it’s time to ditch that look 

and get a proper watch. Farer has managed to combine classy 

design with a Swiss movement for its new R14 500 Automatic. It 

comes in a 39.5mm size, to suit every wrist, and three colours, 

to suit every palette. Unless you’ve swung too far towards 

individuality – you’re not going out like that, are you?

R14 500 (import) / farer.com
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GET 30% OFF
BUY NOW &

1. This promotional offer (“Offer”) is brought to you by JD Consumer Electronics and Appliances (Pty) Ltd t/a Incredible Connection (“we”, “us”, “our”) and relates to all products offered for sale by 
us together with specified WeChat Wallet discounts, as promoted in the Stuff Magazine issue dated 21 November 2016 (“Magazine”). 2. This Offer is available from 21 November 2016 until midnight 

on 18 December 2016 (“Promo Period”) and only for so long as stocks of the products last. 3. The discounted prices on the products are only available if the products are purchased via our shop in 
WeChat. This means that during the Promo Period you use the WeChat app to scan the QR Code displayed next to any of our products in the Magazine and, once directed to our shopfront within 

WeChat, proceed to purchase that product using your WeChat Wallet. 4. To participate in this Offer, you need to be a WeChat Wallet user. Terms of use and eligibility requirements apply. (The 
WeChat Wallet is also only available to iOS and Android devices with WeChat version 6.3.7.) 5. This Offer may only be taken up once per product type, per customer. 6. We need not honour or 

continue this Offer, in any specific instance or generally, in the event of fraud, unlawful or abusive behaviour, or if unforeseen circumstances prevent us from doing so.30

Scan the QR code below with WeChat 
to buy the MacBook Air 13in 128GB plus 
free Speck Seethru cover (worth R849) 
right now with WeChat Wallet

* Limited to 150 units

For help 
setting up 

your WeChat 

Wallet turn 
to p8

MacBook Air 13in 128GB plus free Speck Seethru cover (worth R849)  
Sure, MacBook Air is unbelievably thin and light. But we also designed it to be powerful, 

capable, durable, and enjoyable to use. With enough battery life to get you through the 

day. That’s the difference between a notebook that’s simply thin and light and one 

that’s so much more. Flash storage helps make MacBook Air incredibly thin and light 

and means there are no moving parts. Which makes it reliable, durable, and quiet.

NOW 
R13 199 

Was R18 848

30% off  with 

WeChat Wallet

PLUS 
Free delivery 

in RSA
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Time to ditch that dowdy SUV for a  
leaner, meaner fastback. But which?  

STUNNING  
STATION WAGONS

Ferrari GTC4Lusso T
And hardly economical either, that SUV. 

So out goes the unnecessary weight 
and noxious dumptruck diesel; in comes 
Ferrari’s frugal new Lusso T. It drops the 

full-fat Lusso’s V12 and four-wheel drive 
for rear drive and, um, a 3.8-litre V8. Not 
that economical, then, but it does have 
four seats and a boot! (And 320km/h.) 

Rtba / ferrari.com

Mini Clubman JCW
Plus your SUV was painfully ponderous. 
It was like a wheeled marshmallow, built 
to generate ongoing sickbag sales. Not 
so this works edition of Mini’s station 

wagon. A turbo two-litre petrol engine 
makes 228bhp and 258lb ft of torque, 

with suspension so sporting… well, you 
might have to get the kids cushions. 

R526 000 / mini.co.za

Mercedes-Benz  
E-Class All Terrain

Admit it: your SUV wasn’t that practical. 
Hefting bags into the boot was a bore, 

and Timmy needed a ladder to get in the 
back. This low-slung Merc is way more 
accessible, though it can raise its skirts 
by 35mm on demand. And just look at 

that interior! (No muddy shoes, please.)  
Rtba / mercedes-benz.co.za

MORE FRIENDLY MORE FRUGALLY?

31

MORE FEISTY



STACK IT

BACK IT

SACK IT

32

S T A R ET NM U

KICK-

STA
RTER

INDIE-

GOGO KICK-

STA
RTER

KICK- 

STA
RTER

KICK-

STA
RTER

The latest startups, crowdfunded projects and plain crazy ideas

’Book booster
LIFT
Yeah, you could get the 

slipcase and the tote bag 

and the expedition backpack 

and the carry-on-approved 

wheely suitcase. You could 

get those, yeah. Or you could 

get this artistically minimalist 

MacBook case. Industrial 

wizardry makes the back of 

your ’Book rise up on opening, 

for ergo-awesomeness. 

Rtba / zenlet.co

Handy feet replacement
MOON MO-1
Yeah, standing stock-still at the 

front of the stage with all your 

FX pedals would be cool. That’d 

look very pro. Until you need to 

go and slap the drummer, or 

the smoke machine goes mad 

and you can’t see your feet. Or 

there’s this: remote switching 

for stompboxes and amp 

channels, by app or by the 

guitar-mounted Aero controller. 

from $69 / aalbergaudio.com

I’m swinging in the snow
WOLFFEPACK 
SUMMIT
Yeah, bags are a bummer 

on a ski lift, so you could load 

up your ski jacket with all the 

stuff you’ll need and then have 

a fall and feel that screwdriver 

skewer your spleen. Or there’s 

this: the entire bag section 

releases on demand so you 

can swing it around and attach 

it to the front of the straps.

from £99 / wolffepack.com

A Psion of the times
OCKEL SIRIUS A
Yeah, you’re geeked right up. 

You’ve got the R15 000 phone, 

that tablet with the keyboard 

case, and your laptop for 

‘proper’ work. You’re sorted. 

Or you could save a bit of 

weight: a Windows 10, Intel 

Atom, 4GB RAM and 64GB SSD 

mini-computer with 6in screen,  

USB, DisplayPort and HDMI for 

connecting to hotel room TVs.

$499 / ockelcomputers.com

No need to reinvent the door
DING

Yeah, you could rig up a Rube 

Goldberg machine where pushing 

the doorbell moves a thing that 

thwacks a thing that releases the 

dog that eats the food that 

unweights a thing that unlocks 

the door. You could do that, yeah. 

Or you could back Ding. It’s a 

battery-powered doorbell that 

wirelessly connects to a portable 

speaker (Chime) or to the Ding 

app on your phone. You speak 

to the person at the door and 

establish whether you’re in or 

not. No cameras, no smart locks, 

no dog-thwacking – just the 

essentials of door management, 

so subtly refined that even 

our publisher Toby Shapshak 

ought to be able to use it.   

from £92 / dingproducts.com
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GET 50% OFF
BUY NOW &

Scan the QR code below with WeChat 
to buy the Lenovo Yoga Tab 3 16GB LTE  
right now with WeChat Wallet

* Limited to 100 units
1. This promotional offer (“Offer”) is brought to you by JD Consumer Electronics and Appliances (Pty) Ltd t/a Incredible Connection (“we”, “us”, “our”) and relates to all products offered for sale by 
us together with specified WeChat Wallet discounts, as promoted in the Stuff Magazine issue dated 21 November 2016 (“Magazine”). 2. This Offer is available from 21 November 2016 until midnight on 
18 December 2016 (“Promo Period”) and only for so long as stocks of the products last. 3. The discounted prices on the products are only available if the products are purchased via our shop in WeChat. This 
means that during the Promo Period you use the WeChat app to scan the QR Code displayed next to any of our products in the Magazine and, once directed to our shopfront within WeChat, proceed 
to purchase that product using your WeChat Wallet. 4. To participate in this Offer, you need to be a WeChat Wallet user. Terms of use and eligibility requirements apply. (The WeChat Wallet is also only 
available to iOS and Android devices with WeChat version 6.3.7.) 5. This Offer may only be taken up once per product type, per customer. 6. We need not honour or continue this Offer, in any specific 
instance or generally, in the event of fraud, unlawful or abusive behaviour, or if unforeseen circumstances prevent us from doing so.

For help 
setting up 

your WeChat 

Wallet turn 
to p8

Lenovo Yoga Tab 3 16GB LTE 
Unlike your TV, the Yoga Tab 3 10 lets you enjoy your favorite shows anytime, anywhere. 

While its vibrant display delivers great video, powerful speakers emit truly immersive 

audio. And thanks to its epic battery life, you can binge-watch on the go. What’s more, a 

rotating camera lets you snap pictures like never before. Now, can your TV do that?

NOW 
R2 999 

Was R5 999

50% off  with 

WeChat Wallet

PLUS 
Free delivery 

in RSA
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I
’m sad. I’ve been waiting 

what feels like forever (it’s 

actually been four years 

and change) for the Apple angels 

to send me a new MacBook Pro 

from Apple heaven. It was going to 

have a multi-touch display, 16GB 

of RAM (upgradeable to 32GB), a 

larger track pad and a shiny new 

“one more thing” gimmick – let’s 

say a Touch Bar?

What did we get when Saint 

Cook and company unveiled the 

new MacBook Pros? A kick in the 

collective, non-gendered nuts 

instead. Apple has given us a very 

expensive MacBook, and forgot to 

make it “Pro” along the way.

My first experience with a 

touchscreen laptop was my Acer 

Aspire S7. It was like a Windows-

powered MacBook Air. Super thin, 

super light, and responsive to 

every touch. It was glorious. I 

hadn’t realised how desperately I 

wanted a touchscreen laptop until 

I had one.

Touch screen computing was 

originally Apple’s thing, though. It 

gave us the iPad and, in doing so, 

terrified Microsoft so much that it 

responded with an entire overhaul 

of Windows to accommodate 

touch. So why is Apple being so 

stubborn about putting the 

technology in its MacBooks? Well, 

I have a theory.

Apple simply doesn’t care. I 

don’t think it sees MacBooks as a 

long-term thing. Tim Cook might 

have let the cat out of the bag 

when he asked, “Why would you 

buy a PC anymore? No really, why 

would you buy one?” That’s pretty 

telling from a company that relies 

so heavily on phones and tablets 

for revenue, and where it seems to 

focus most of its attention when it 

comes to innovation.

I get the feeling we’ve been 

given an upgrade to the MacBook 

Pro to shut us up, but Apple would 

have just as happily ignored the 

MacBook range. Don’t even get 

me started on the ports situation. 

I know many words have been 

written and said about it already, 

but it irks me even further 

because one of the core groups of 

Macbook users – namely the 

music and audio people – are 

getting utterly screwed. You can’t 

simply buy new hardware, 

external sound cards or 

performance controllers to run on 

new ports. Oh, but there’ll be 

adaptors will there? At what cost?

Enter Microsoft with the new 

Surface Studio. It tracks 10 touch 

points. You can tilt it down to a 

20-degree angle (which is the 

angle of the traditional Disney 

drawing board, by the way) and 

use a stylus and a nifty new dial 

wheel on the screen to draw 

and, well, other stuff. It looks 

great too. Is it the answer then? 

Not for me, no.

It’s hardly the most portable 

device. And it starts at $3 000. 

Yes, creatives will get use out of it, 

but not all creatives – just the 

subset that needs a stylus, and on 

that front it still might not be as 

good as a Wacom tablet-and-

stylus combo.

What’s gone wrong? Why are 

we where we are? Why will no one 

give us what we want? I think 

Microsoft’s making a statement. 

It’s trying to PR us into thinking it’s 

now the best option for 

innovative, “creative” computing. 

And lets be fair, it’s beginning to 

look like it is. The days of Apple 

being the exclusive option for 

creatives is over.

Will Apple right its wrongs? 

We’ll have to wait and see. Its 

vision might be iPads with VR 

soon, and maybe we’ll like that 

and ooh and ahh all over again. 

Who knows? But, in the 

meantime, we deserve an actual 

Pro version of a MacBook, not a 

trumped-up coffee shop-friendly 

version with a Touch Bar for 

selecting emoji. That’s what the 

Macbook Air was for.

Rob Forbes is a 5FM 
DJ who tweets about 
football, sports and music 
when he’s not presenting, 
camped out in a casino 
waiting for people to let go 
of a car (long story) or 
raiding Stuff’s storage 
cupboard. Catch him on 
5FM between 13:00 and 
16:00 every weekday. 

SPIN DOCTOR

Pros and getting conned

F O R B E S L I S T

The Touch Bar 
adds another place 

to accumlate 
fingerprints. 

Great.
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F I R T AS LP Y

Swapping dreary Seattle for sunny San Francisco 
brings a fresh feel to the hacker series

WATCH_DOGS 2

he first Watch_Dogs 

promised an open world 

that players could digitally 

interact with using their custom 

smartphone to hack… everything. 

And, largely, that’s what we got. 

We also got sombre moods, a grey 

protagonist and a whole lot of emo. 

Watch_Dogs 2 has gone in 

another direction, swapping out 

sulky Aiden Pierce for Marcus 

Holloway, a younger, dark-

complexioned hacker prodigy 

who gets together with a hacker 

collective to do… things. We’re not 

wholly sure on that point, having 

only experienced the first new 

missions but the collection of 

youngsters have taken issue 

with Blume. 

Blume is responsible for 

ctOS 2.0, the operating system 

that controls pretty much 

everything in San Francisco, and 

the company has got a thing for 

personal information. Sounds a 

bit like a certain social network 

that shall remain nameless. 

Anyhow, the kids are going 

to stick it to the man, by stealing 

movie scripts, cars, defacing public 

property and installing back doors 

into computer systems while 

3D-printing weapons and 

engaging in shootouts with armed 

security. You know, kid’s stuff. 

Seriously though, Watch_

Dogs 2, at least in the initial stages, 

comes across as a lot more light-

hearted than its predecessor. 

The city is still smart but it also 

has colour – both literally and 

with regards to mission structure. 

Are you going to sneak into your 

target location using drones as a 

distraction or will you whomp 

people on the head to get by? 

Or skip all of that and just shoot 

everyone? Choices, choices.

This time around players are 

getting a more collaborative 

experience. Skill upgrades 

originate from an ‘open source’ 

database of things your fellow 

hackers know, completing 

missions give you followers who 

have granted access to some 

of their processing power (like 

SETI, but with absolutely no 

chance of discovering intelligent 

life on the internet), and there 

will probably be drinking. Happy 

drinking, not depressed drinking. 

Sounds… fun. 

Stick around for a full review 

but if our early time with this one 

stays constant, Watch_Dogs 2 will 

surpass its ancestor with ease. 
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DISHONORED 2
PS4, Xbox One, PC 

With its steampunk 

technology and impractical 

hats, Dishonored’s Dunwall 

was one of the more 

memorable game worlds 

of recent years. The  sequel 

moves south to Karnaca, 

15 years after the events of 

the first game. You play as 

either previous hero Corvo 

Attano or newcomer Emily 

Kaldwin, two assassins 

with access to an arsenal 

of  supernatural abilities 

– Corvo’s upgraded to 

bodyswapping, with each 

new host changing the 

story.  Changing weather 

should also be taken into 

account when deciding 

how to tackle missions. 

A dust storm makes for 

convenient cover, after all. 

DEAD RISING 4 
Xbox One, PC 

Each sequel becomes 
more preposterous: 
anti-zombie weapons 
now include a firework 
gun, a fire-breathing 
triceratops head and a 
crossbow that fires candy 
canes. Well, it is nearly 
Christmas. There’s also 
a new exo suit that can 
be donned to wield heavier 
items and pull stuff out of 
the ground to hit zombies 
with. Obviously.

THE LAST GUARDIAN 
PS4, Xbox One, PC 

The successor to Ico 
and Shadow of the 
Colossus, this is a tale 
about a boy and his 
dragon-dog thing. And 
kidnapping. And ancient 
ruins. And friendship, 
though knowing the 
previous games there’s 
probably a sad ending. 
We’re guessing that 
the little boy isn’t the 
one we have to say 
goodbye to. 

STEEP 

PS4, Xbox One, PC

Most open-world games 
take place in cities full of 
cars, people and other 
stuff to show off how 
alive the environment is. 
Steep prefers the isolation 
of a mountain, allowing 
you to ski, snowboard,  
parachute or don a 
wingsuit. When you 
do meet others you 
can choose to race 
them or just traverse 
the peaks together.

TITANFALL 2 

PS4, Xbox One, PC

Yes, it’s no longer an Xbox 
exclusive: PS4 owners can 
now also jump aboard a 
massive mech and stomp 
around blowing the crap 
out of other robots. Pilots 
now have more titans 
with deadlier weapons 
to choose from, with one 
wielding a huge sword, 
while another can hover 
over its prey raining down 
death and destruction 
from the air.

STUFF’S CHRISTMAS WISHLIST

DUE 
11 NOV

SEMAG



37

H SO T FT U F

THE ELDER SCROLLS 5: 
SKYRIM SPECIAL EDITION 
PS4, Xbox One, PC
Skyrim’s five years old now, so those 

magnificent vistas that were so breathtaking 

in 2011 aren’t quite so impressive in a world of 

4K and HDR gaming. This new version not only 

fixes that but also adds all three DLC packages, 

so you’ve got another excuse to head to Tamriel 

and not come out again for months.

CALL OF DUTY: 
MODERN WARFARE REMASTERED 
PS4, Xbox One, PC
You’ll need to shell out for one of the pricey 

editions of Infinite Warfare to get your hands 

on the spruced-up version of Modern Warfare, 

but foxtrot hotel it looks worth the cash. It’s had 

a complete graphical overhaul, so it looks like 

it was made yesterday… but more importantly, 

it’s arguably the best CoD game ever made. 

BATMAN: RETURN TO ARKHAM 
PS4, Xbox One
The Dark Knight’s two Arkham games were 

never pigs to look at in the first place, but 

there’s no doubt Gotham’s premier nuthouse 

does benefit from a bit of extra spit ’n’ polish. 

All the DLC is included, so while it might not 

be worth playing all the way through again, 

it’s a no-brainer if you happened to miss out 

the first time around.  

DECEMBER
��THE LAST GUARDIAN
JANUARY
��RESIDENT EVIL 7
��HITMAN: THE COMPLETE FIRST SEASON
FEBRUARY
��FOR HONOR
��SEA OF THIEVES
��SNIPER ELITE 4

PLAY IT AGAIN, MAN  NEW REMASTERS

FIRST PLAY NEW POKÉ: WORTH A GO?

INCOMING

If Pokémon GO was a hit 

because it took a classic 

formula and updated it 

with augmented reality 

smarts, Pokémon Sun and 

Pokémon Moon cannot 

claim to be anywhere 

near as bold. 

Set in the new Alola 

region – a collection of 

five islands populated by 

humans, Pokémon and 

new Ultra Beasts – the 

story here is almost 

inconsequential. What 

POKÉMON SUN & MOON
Nintendo 3DS

works about these games 

is their structure.

Pokémon are now 

gendered, can be bred, 

belong to almost 20 types 

and can attain temporary 

Mega Evolution status. 

Any player will have to 

think about the way they 

raise their team, fill their 

Pokédex and battle to the 

status of master. You can 

also raise your Pokémon 

without having to walk 

10,000 steps a day, so 

that’s a bonus. 

At present, the main 

changes appear to be 

cosmetic, like a Pokédex 

that can talk to you and a 

Pokémon Snap-style Poké 

Finder mode that allows 

you to grow your social 

following in return for 

cute photos of a Pikachu. 

That makes Sun and 

Moon different enough 

for regulars, but plenty 

familiar to anyone who’s 

had their Poké passion 

reawakened by GO.



DIGITAL EDITION

GET
THE APP

TINYURL.COM/

NEWSTUFFAPP

AVAILABLE ON THE APP STORE OR GOOGLE PLAY

THE MAGAZINE IS ALSO AVAILABLE THROUGH 
ZINIO.COM AND MAGAZINES.CO.ZA
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T H E 
S P A T I A L  O N E

This is the virtual reality headset everyone’s been waiting for. 
So can Sony take your PlayStation 4 to another dimension? 

his is it. The big one. 

The headset that’s 

finally going to drag 

virtual reality into 

the mainstream. After all, if the 

HTC Vive and Oculus Rift are so 

awesome – and they are – why 

don’t more people have one?

In a word, cost. The Rift will 

set you back no less than R9 400 

and a Vive is R13 200. And both 

will need a R30 000+ PC to run 

them. Ouch. This is why VR fans 

have been slavering like hungry 

wolfhounds for the arrival of the 

PlayStation VR system. Designed 

to run on the standard PS4 

already sitting under 45 million 

gamers’ TVs, it’s a steal 

compared to the Rift or Vive, 

but a huge step up from phone-

based VR such as Samsung’s 

Gear or Google Cardboard.

Sony’s got priors when it 

comes to launching great games 

alongside its new consoles; after 

all, that shiny hardware is pretty 

pointless without something to 

show it off with. PS VR definitely 

delivers on that front – turn to 

p42 for our top picks from the 

launch line-up.

So does all that make this 

the Goldilocks of virtual reality 

headsets? Not quite. 

Sony’s made no secret of 

the fact that PS VR’s specs are 

lower than those of the more 

expensive options, and no one’s 

going to be fooled into thinking a 

PS4 is as powerful as a R20k+ 

PC. Which means that, even 

after going into this review 

expecting a somewhat more 

low-res experience (and 

prepared to forgive Sony for 

that given the lower price), it’s 

certainly not all sunshine and 

virtual lollipops inside Sony’s 

VR experience. 

PlayStation VR might be 

brilliant at times, yes, but it also 

seems to have a few teething 

problems. And unfortunately, 

they’re also ones that can’t be 

written off quite so easily…

T

Rtba / playstation.com/za 
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20  hours with 
PlayStation VR

Good

Meh

Evil

 1min 5mins 20mins 25mins 30mins 1hr 1.5hrs 4hrs 5hrs  

1

2

40

1 Heads up
Kept on your head by a sort of 
halo that places the weight on 
your crown rather than your 
brow and nose, this is properly 
comfy to wear. Plus, the blue 
lights around its goggles and 
rear band make the thing look 
like a Tron prop – and that can 
only be a good thing.

3 A whole new world
On PS VR we’ve piloted tanks in 
Battlezone, played our part in 
a diamond robbery in VR Worlds 
and driven a McLaren P1 in 
DriveClub VR. Even though 
the hardware’s resolution can 
be a bit jaggedy, we were stunned 
by how smooth and fast these 
experiences were.

4 You’re not alone
Strapping a screen to your face 
isn’t very ‘social’, so that’s why 
PS VR’s Processor Unit will send 
a feed of what you’re watching 
to your TV. Surrounded by killer 
clowns in Until Dawn: Rush of 
Blood? Don’t worry. All your 
mates will be able to see just 
why you’re wailing like a baby.

5 Silver scream
PS VR isn’t only good for, y’know, 
VR. Switch on Cinematic Mode 
and you can play any PS4 game 
on a screen the size of a house. 
The same goes for streaming 
Netflix, YouTube and any video 
app. Be warned: sinking back into 
zombie epic The Last of Us like 
this was a bit… intense.

2 Box to box
There’s a lot involved in getting 
your PS VR headset ready. That’s 
mostly because you don’t plug it 
directly into your PS4, but instead 
into a Processor Unit that in turn 
connects to the main console and 
your TV. Though it’s designed to 
fit in with the PS4 family, the Unit 
feels light and plasticky.
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6 Looking shifty
At times there’s some wobble to 
the image, which can be jarring, 
particularly when playing a 
standing game such as Arkham 
VR. We’ve also found the image 
shifting a fraction to the left 
or right while playing. Neither 
of these issues does much to 
help with your immersion.

PlayStation Camera

If you don’t already have 
a PS Camera (and who 
does?), this one’s identical 
to the old model in terms 
of specs but has a neater 
design. It’s this bit of tech 
that tells your PlayStation 
what you’re looking at 
in the virtual world by 
tracking the headset’s 
blue lights. 

Sony’s guidelines say 
you need to be at least 
600cm from the camera 
and no more than 3 metres 
away. In standing games, 
it’s easy to stretch beyond 
the camera’s vision and 
find something’s out of 
your reach – shattering 
the illusion around you.
R1 000 / takealot.com

PlayStation Move

While you can play plenty 
of PS VR titles with your 
standard DualShock 4 
pad, many games are best 
enjoyed with a pair of Move 
controllers. In fact, if you’re 
playing Arkham VR and 
London Heist without 
them, you’re going to feel 
like a chump. 

As daft as waving two 
light-up wands might 
look, they’re an infinitely 
more tactile way to enjoy 
PS VR. From tossing a 
batarang at foes to 
grabbing coloured blocks 
in Tumble VR, the Move 
controllers do their best 
to convince you those 
actions are for real.
Rtba / playstation.com

Display 5.7in OLED, 1920x1080 Refresh rate 90-120Hz 
Field of view 100° approx Sensors Accelerometer, 
gyroscope Connectivity HDMI, USB 
Headset dimensions 187x185x277mm (excludes largest 
projection), 610g (excludes cable) 
Processor Unit dimensions 143x36x143mm (excludes 
largest projection), 365g 

STUFF SAYS �����
Despite Sony’s best efforts, the 
HTC Vive remains the best VR 
experience around

Right now, there’s lots of fun to be had with 
PS VR, but also a fair few flaws to be aware of. 
Aside from the issues with its camera and 
motion controllers, there are too few killer 
games for us to wholeheartedly recommend 
owning this system. The price may be right, 
but the experience isn’t quite there yet. 
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right? Wrong. You’ll need these two extras as well…
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Battlezone
This has seemed ripe for VR 
since the original launched in 
1980. With an excellent Tron 
aesthetic and a smooth, weighty 
feel, the arena-like levels provide 
ample opportunity to turn 
enemy tanks, drones and flying 
things into bright explosions.

G A M E  O N . . .
A headset’s only as good as what you see on it – so which of the PlayStation VR’s 
games offer the most worthwhile experiences in all those extra dimensions?

Job Simulator
The year is 2050 and robots now 
do all of the blue-collar work. To 
learn what it was like to have a 
job, humans enter a simulator and 
are given an interactive history 
lesson by JobBot. There are four 
roles, including office worker and 
mechanic, all of them hilarious.

Keep Talking and 
Nobody Explodes
Proving that VR doesn’t have 
to be a solitary experience, this 
finds you staring at a randomly 
generated bomb. Meanwhile, 
your nearby friends are looking 
at a manual and must walk you 
through the disarming process. 

Until Dawn: Rush of Blood
A spin-off from last year’s 
surprise horror hit for PS4, 
on-rails shooter Rush of Blood 
combines a thirst for jump 
scares with a dilapidated 
theme-park setting. The 
schlocky result is best enjoyed 
with a gaggle of mates.

RIGS: Mechanised 
Combat League
RIGS is a first-person, mech-
based mixture of death match 
and future sport, exclusive to 
PS VR. Teams of players are split 
before each chooses a mech. 
Your task is to score ‘goals’ by 
leaping through a ring.

Eve: Valkyrie
An action-packed first-person 
dogfighting spin-off from the 
huge Eve Online MMO, this is 
everyone’s Battlestar Galactica 
fantasies made real. Rather than 
boring blackness, battles take 
place above beautiful planets, or 
in the middle of a fleet of ships.

VR Worlds
A collection of mini 
games might not sound 
like the most compelling 
purchase for your new 
VR headset, but the 
experiences contained in 
VR Worlds are so damned 
awesome as to demand 
your time and money. 
Even if all you got was the 
London Heist portion, 
where you’re dropped into 
the shoes of a Cockney 
jewel thief, it would be 
hard to resist. It’s well 
worth the purchase.

Batman: Arkham VR
Arkham VR puts you right 
into the mask, gloves 
and muscularly sculpted 
chestpiece of the Caped 
Crusader, with a focus on 
his detective skills rather 
than his fists. As you 
attempt to solve the brutal 
murder of Nightwing, you’ll 
solve puzzles and uncover 
clues using a variety of 
gadgets, and meet some 
famous supervillains. It’s 
an amazingly cinematic 
experience – and while it’s 
short, you will be wowed.
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Wondering what to wangle for a wayward er… 
welative? Worry not, for we have wonderful gift ideas 
that will suit any wallet – from fitness gear to smart 

screens to actual cars. That last one is for us. 
Please? We’ve been very good. 

BUYER’S
GUIDE
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Metal Earth 
Millenium Falcon

Miniature metal models of your most beloved 

items are Metal Earth’s stock in trade. For example, 

the Millenium Falcon after it has been constructed 

from the pieces locked in two metal sheets. The 

end result of a challenging build is a shiny scale 

model of Han Solo’s ship. 

R260 / thegadgetshop.co.za

Smartphone Time-
lapse Turntable

Want to nab a time-lapse without 

holding your phone steady? Pick 

up this basic time-lapse turntable, 

which does most of the work for 

you. Just twist and get out the 

way. Holds smartphones but will 

also function with larger cameras 

and tripods if you’re looking for 

something fancier. 

R340 / firebox.com

Exploding 
Kittens

A game of cards, a game of 

chance, a game where 

players who draw an 

Exploding Kitten are out of 

the game. Because the 

kitten exploded, taking them 

with it. Unless, of course, you 

have the card needed to 

pacify said pyrotechnic 

quadruped. The stakes are 

high and this one might 

cause a festive season 

argument or two – if, that is, 

any of the up to five players 

isn’t simply crying with 

laughter. Try thinking of 

Exploding Kittens as feline-

powered virtual Russian 

Roulette but with far more 

goofy images, all courtesy of 

The Oatmeal’s Matthew 

Inman. There’s a reason it’s 

one of the most popular 

Kickstarter projects of its 

type. Oh, and the Firebox 

version has a limited edition 

‘meowing’ box. So we’re told, 

anyway, and since we don’t 

believe that lava-powered 

toilet of theirs... 

R200 / mantality.co.za
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Chipolo V2 
Tracker

A perfect gift for those prone to 

losing their keys and other small 

items, the Chipolo lets you locate 

missing gear via a smartphone 

app. You can make the Bluetooth 

tag ring if you’re close enough but 

the map will also show a last-

known location if your stuff has 

ventured further afield. 

R400 / myistore.co.za

StikBot Pro 
Studio

Stop-motion animation is just 

a smartphone away with the 

StikBot Pro Studio’s duo of actors, 

a portable green screen, and a 

tripod stand for your handset. 

Whether you’re giving it to a child 

or someone a little older, they’ll be 

making short films in no time. 

R460 / primatoys.co.za

Xiaomi Mi Powerbank 10,400

Stuff has been enamoured with Xiaomi’s gear since it arrived in South Africa 

last year and the stylish (and mighty cheap) 10,400mAh Mi Powerbank 

10400 is no exception. It has been designed with charging safety in mind, will 

play nice with phones that don’t bear the Xiaomi branding and, depending on 

your device, you should be able to get between two and seven charges out of 

the Powerbank before it needs a top-up of its own. The aluminium shell is 

almost just a bonus at this point. Best of all, it weighs just 250g so you won’t 

even notice it in a pocket or backpack. 

R300 / mia.africa.com

3D Cardboard VR Headset

True virtual reality might be the domain of those 

who can afford to drop more than R30 000 on the 

hardware needed but a little festive gift can offer a 

glimpse into VR. Google’s Cardboard has spawned 

many copies and this is one of them – except you 

can buy this one in SA. 

R200 / mantality.co.za
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3Doodler Start

It is never too soon to start 

the youngsters on their own 

3D-printing projects. The 3Doodler 

Start has been made especially for 

kids, shaped for smaller hands and 

lacking the hot bits that we keep 

burning ourselves on. It runs off 

mains or goes fully wireless thanks 

to battery power. This year let the 

kids make their own toys.

R845 / above-beyond.com

Skullcandy Hesh 2

Skullcandy’s comfortable Hesh 2 

over-ear cans arrive in a selection 

of styles to suit your intended 

recipient. These lightweight but 

durable wired headphones feature 

an in-line button for taking calls – 

using the integrated mic – as well 

as pausing, playing and skipping 

tracks. This is where bass goes 

when you drop it. 

from R800 / luksbrands.co.za

Bushnell 10x25 
Powerview

This is South Africa and we have 

loads of uses for binoculars. 

Whether you’re bird watching, 

checking the surf conditions or 

trying to get closer to one of the 

Big Five without, you know, 

getting any closer, these basic yet 

highly portable binoculars will give 

you up to 10x magnification. 

R600 / capeunionmart.co.za

Solar System 
Drinking Set

What better way to satisfy a space 

nut than by giving them a set of 

ten glasses that represent our 

solar system. The eight planets, as 

well as Pluto (just because, okay?) 

and the Sun, are represented in this 

colourful collection. Now if Elon 

would just hurry up, we could book 

a trip to the red one. 

R845 / firebox.com

Leatherman 
Squirt PS4

So you’ve told someone that 

you got them a PS4 and 

they’re a little confused at the 

small present they’ve been 

handed. You point out that 

there are two sets of pliers 

(regular and needlenose), a 

single wire cutter, a knife, a 

pair of scissors, three 

screwdrivers (flat and Philips-

head), a bottle opener and a 

file in the small package but 

they’re still lost. ‘Where’s the 

controller?’, they say. It’s at 

this point that you realise 

they were expecting 

something you connect to a 

TV, not a versatile multi-tool 

that should never leave your 

side. Ingrates. 

R700 / capeunionmart.co.za
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Remote Control 
Robot Arm Kit

You can give almost anyone a robot arm as 

a gift and there will be no questions asked. 

There is just a squeal of delight as the recipient 

mentally implodes at the thought of having 

their own robot arm. This one has to be 

assembled, prior to use, using a screwdriver 

and perhaps some wire cutters. That counts 

as educational and you don’t even need to 

study robotics at varsity to put it together. 

The Remote Control Robot Arm Kit has a lifting 

capacity of 100 grams, so don’t get too carried 

away with trying to carry things away, and 

movement is powered by five motors. 

Mastering it may take time.  But it’s a freaking 

robot arm that can live on your freaking desk 

and which can be freaking remote controlled. 

That will be enough for any giftee and if it isn’t 

then take the robot arm back and give it to 

someone who appreciates it. 

R995 / mantality.co.za

Pokemon 
Go Plus

Long walks on the 

beach won’t be the 

same, when you 

have a Pokemon Go 

Plus on your wrist. 

For starters, you 

won’t need to stare 

at your phone in 

order to snag that 

rare creature, leaving 

you more time for 

romantic interludes 

– once you’ve given 

the band a quick tap, 

that is. 

R700 / awx.co.za

Black & Decker 
Cordless Drill 
and Screwdriver

Someone has to get… nay, 

someone will appreciate 

receiving this Black & Decker 

drill and screwdriver. It’s 

cordless so it will go anywhere, 

variable speed for variable jobs 

and a reverse gear, so you can 

take those screws out the 

wrong side of the cupboard and 

put them where they belong. 

R800 / takealot.com
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Call of Duty: Infinite Warfare 
Legacy Edition

If you’ve got a gamer in your life and you only purchase 

one game, make it this one. Not only is Call of Duty 

rocketing off into space for the first time (kinda) but 

Modern Warfare is coming back as a remastered release 

replete with multiplayer and all the classic maps from the 

2007 original. And if you’re not a gamer yourself you’ll have 

to just take our word for it that all of this is a very, very 

good thing. Which it totally is, unless your gamer is a 

spawn-camping, noob-tubing wall-hacker, in which 

case we’re going to have words on the battlefield. 

R1 560 / takealot.com

Samsung Gear VR

If your intended has a Samsung Galaxy S6 (or any of 

its S6 brethren), an S7 or S7 Edge, or just a Galaxy Note 

5 and they don’t yet have an Oculus-created Gear VR 

headset then they’re just wasting those phones. An 

advanced version of Google Cardboard that won’t just 

melt when it comes into contact with sweat, the Gear 

VR is comfortable to wear and easy to use. Even when 

the user has to walk about with a pair of glasses on so 

they don’t bump into everything. The worst thing 

about this gift is that someone is about to spend a lot 

of money on Samsung-made VR content before the 

end of the year. 

R1 900 / takealot.com
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Fujifilm Instax Mini 8

Send a loved one to join the ranks of hipsters who 

have rediscovered the joys of instant photography. 

They’ll party like it’s 1979 with the Instax Mini 8, an 

easy-to-use instant camera that takes Fuji’s 

(admittedly pricey) Instax film for some wonderfully 

retro shots. Light sensors and viewfinders? Nope. 

R1 100 / superbalist.com

JLP Flip 3 

Parties have to be portable these 

days. We’re not sure why, that’s 

just how the modern world works. 

JBL’s Flip 3 will let you carry the 

party along, rain or shine, with a 

splashproof shell, 10-hour battery, 

and speakerphone option so you 

can field calls from the office while 

everyone tries in vain to stay quiet. 

Not that we’ve ever done that...

R1 700 / incredible.co.za

Fitbit Flex 2

A sequel to Fitbit’s most popular 

fitness tracker, the Flex 2 is the 

perfect fit for the fitness guru in 

your life. Combining the simple 

design of the original Flex with the 

smarts seen in the recent Blaze 

and Alta, the Flex 2 will help them 

make strides towards health. At 

least ten thousand of them for a 

start. And eight hours of sleep.

R1 900 / fitbit.co.za

Nintendo Classic Mini

The retro continues with Nintendo’s re-release of 

the Nintendo Entertainment System. A miniature 

reissuing of the NES for South Africa and surrounds, 

nostalgic gamers have an HDMI port, revamped 

graphics, and 30 built-in games from Nintendo’s 

stable of classic titles to look forward to. Play it the 

old way with the included NES Controller.

R1 000 / awx.co.za

Thule Stravan 
Daypack

Get the Apple fanboy (everyone 

has one) a Thule Stravan Daypack. 

Not only will it make them look like 

they’re prepped for brainstorming at 

a Jozi tech incubator but it has space 

for a MacBook Pro, iPad, and a 

crushproof section for squishables. 

There’s a dedicated phone pocket 

so the iPhone doesn’t feel left out. 

R1 900 / myistore.co.za

Moov Now

A simple exterior conceals light-

based communication, 9-axis 

sensors, waterproofing, the ability 

to track almost everything and a 

battery that will last for six months 

before it needs replacing. We’re 

either talking about an alien device 

or the Moov Now. We’ll give you a 

clue: We haven’t met any chappies 

flying a saucer lately. 

R1 200 / quantifi.co.za
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Nintendo 2DS

A little (or larger) gamer will find no cause 

for complaint with the Nintendo 2DS. 

Relatively inexpensive with an extensive 

library of great games, the 2DS dispenses 

with the sometimes-dizzying 3D effects in 

favour of a wedge-shaped design and 

battery life that will last through most 

lengthy car trips.  

from R2 000 / Takealot.com

Nutribullet 900W

Health is important but constantly 

picking seeds and stalks out of 

your teeth makes it seem less so. 

At times like this, the health-and-

fitness conscious turn to the 

Nutribullet, which single-handedly 

blends everything you stick into 

its gaping glass maw into a fine 

paste. Once the fruit, nut, and plant 

matter (unless someone’s blending 

meat in these things) has been 

suitably liquified, the blending 

chamber can be repurposed as a 

cup so you can slurp down that 

tasty green… green? Why is it 

green, we only used orange 

vegetables? Those who don’t 

need the full power of a 900W 

motor can opt for a smaller, cheaper 

Nutribullet to kill their veggies. 

R2 700 / yuppiechef.com

Star Trek Phaser 
Universal Remote

Star Wars is getting all of the love 

but there’s nothing out there for all 

the Redshirts. Or is there? How 

does a painstaking replica of one of 

the phasers from the original Star 

Trek series sound? Not great, right? 

You can 3D-print those. But… what 

if the phaser was also a universal, 

gesture-based remote control that 

you could use to manipulate most 

of the tech in your living room? Ha, 

that got your attention. The Star 

Trek Phaser Universal Remote is 

modeled on the last existing prop 

from the original series, which is 

owned by none other than the 

Shatner himself. Add it to your 

cart, now. Make it so. 

R2 020 / firebox.com
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Livescribe Echo

Feel like an ‘80s news reporter 

dictating important snippets 

of information into a recorder 

ahead of that big scoop 

you’ve always wanted to 

write. Feel like a bit of a silly 

doing the dictating into your 

pen. Feel all right about it right 

afterwards as you remember 

the Livescribe Echo is closer 

to a smartwatch than a 

pen, with 2GB of storage, a 

microphone, OLED display, 

headphone jack (in case you 

just don’t want to transfer 

your voice notes to a 

computer), and the ability 

to detect and transfer your 

handwritten notes into a 

digital format.  Feels pretty 

good, doesn’t it?

R2 900 / mantality.co.za

Fujifilm Instax 
Mini 90 Neo

More hipster-bait for your festive traps arrives in 

the form of the Instax Mini 90 Neo. Similar to its 

brightly-coloured cousin, this retro snapper offers far 

more for your real-life Instagram captures. There’s an 

integrated flash, Macro mode, the ability to double-

expose, and also a Bulb Exposure Mode which allows 

all sorts of artistry with group of friends, some 

sparklers or some glowsticks – depending on where 

you’re being fashionably old-fashioned, of course. 

There’s also a Kids mode but it’s not so children can 

use it. Kids mode lets you capture fast-moving 

objects like the average child, as well as the terrified 

household pet being chased by your offspring. 

R2 500 / superbalist.com

Withings Activité Pop

Exercise trackers have one big problem. Most of them look like, well, 

exercise trackers. Withings solved that problem a while ago with the 

Activité Pop, a connected wristband that does everything from monitor 

your sleep to keeping an eye on your movement throughout the day. 

Most of these metrics feed through to the app, which also keeps the 

watch’s time correct, but you can see some of them in the discreet little 

hands on the watch face. The remaining distance to your goal reflects 

beneath the analogue hands. If that’s not impressive enough this 

watch-looking wearable also tracks swimming automatically and it 

only needs a battery change every eight months or so. 

R2 600 / quantifi.co.za

51



UNDER 
R5 000

BUYER’S GUIDE

52

Netatmo 
Welcome

“Welcome home, human 

resident.” Whoever receives 

the Netatmo Welcome this 

festive season won’t be 

greeted quite as coldly by this 

smart camera, which keeps 

an eye on your home when 

you’re not present, but they 

will be greeted. By name. 

Because the Welcome 

remembers faces and it 

knows who should and 

shouldn’t be in your home. 

They’ll be notified via the 

Welcome’s app when 

expected children or visitors 

arrive and they’ll be notified 

more vehemently if a 

stranger manages to gain 

entry. And if a stranger does 

get in, automatic upload 

of footage to Dropbox, a 

microSD card or to an FTP 

server (should you have one 

installed) means you’ve got 

evidence on hand for when 

it’s needed. 

R4 300 / myistore.co.za

Sphero BB-8 
with Force Band

Last year’s little droid that could (end all productivity 

in the Stuff offices) is back and ready to make 

someone feel more like a Jedi than ever. Little BB-8 

has been battle-scarred over the past 365 days 

but it’s come back with a new addition – the Force 

Band. Simply strap it on and control BB-8’s 

movement with a wave and a gesture. This is the 

droid you’re looking for but so are the kids and the 

people getting it as a gift and… perhaps they’ll let 

us play with it once the unwrapping is all done.

R4 000 / myistore.co.za
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Samsung Gear IconX

Fitness takes many forms. Some people are fit if 

they walk daily, others pound the pavement a little 

harder and require special shoes. Others still will do 

strange things in clanky rooms filled with medicine 

balls and chunks of metal. But all of them want 

music. More importantly, they all want music 

without wires, which is what Samsung’s Gear 

IconX delivers. Beyond that it also acts as a fitness 

tracker and heart-rate monitor, without the need 

for a phone, and there’s a voice assistant tucked 

away inside these smart and colourful little 

earbuds, exhorting you to do just a little better 

than last time. 

R3 500 / samsung.com/za

Kindle Paperwhite

If Stuff as a collective were to pool their mental resources 

to come up with the perfect festive season gift, the Kindle 

Paperwhite would be it. Fair enough, we’re all bookish types 

over here but the Paperwhite is the perfect book. Not that 

we’re ragging on the Kindle Oasis but the Paperwhite nailed 

every aspect perfectly and Amazon… has battled to improve on 

perfection. You can read in the dark without disturbing sleeping 

spouses or partners, the storage capacity is large enough that 

you can tote an entire library around and the battery life, while 

not as long as the old-school Kindle, is considerable. If you were 

contemplating getting that educated uncle a new hardcover 

bestseller, switch to the Paperwhite instead. It’s about a third 

of the price and you’re not giving a single book. You’re giving a 

potential bookstore (and a depleted credit card balance thanks 

to Amazon… but you’re not paying for that bit). 

R3 300 / incredible.co.za

Deeper Smart Sonar Pro

There’s almost always a fisherman in the presents 

pool, even if they don’t often catch anything. A 

smartphone-connected fish-finder that can be 

cast out alongside their bait – that would be 

something to see. As it happens, you can see it in 

action with the Deeper Smart Sonar Pro or Pro+. 

Either use WiFi to connect to a smartphone or 

tablet at distances of up to 100 metres and relay 

information back to the angler controlling it. 

Information like water depth, objects in said water 

(and along the bottom, if it is in range) and whether 

there are fish hiding under there. It’s that last part 

that’ll most interest your fisherman pal. Promise. 

from R4 800 / kayakfishingsa.co.za
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GoPro Hero5 Black

Action sports junkies the world 

over are waiting to open their 

presents, because there will be 

more than a few GoPro Hero5 Black 

units sitting under the tree. A 

revised microphone system that 

cuts down on wind noise, 4K video 

at 30fps, and built-in waterproofing 

make GoPro’s newest cam the one 

to get. Start by fiming the extreme 

eating on the morning and the 

sunsequent extreme sleeping 

before heading out the next day for 

some extreme mountain biking or 

something equally insane. If there’s 

a Karma drone on the purchase 

horizon too then consider this 

Stage One of the journey. 

from R8 000 / actiongear.co.za

Apple Watch 
Series 2 Nike +

Getting healthier doesn’t have to 

be all about function over form. 

Sometimes you can have both, and 

have it all match that collection of 

Nike running gear that you’ve 

amassed over the years. Apple’s 

Watch Series 2 Nike+ edition is here 

and it desperately wants to go for a 

run with you. To that end it’s got all 

of the Apple Watch Series 2 tech in 

it, as well as a collection of Nike 

running-specific apps to help you 

hit your stride. The 38mm and 

42mm versions are available with 

distinctive Nike-coloured straps  

but don’t muck around ordering 

your stocking filler. Available 

numbers, at the time of writing, 

are rather limited. 

from R6 900 / myistore.co.za

Apple iPad Mini 4

Though long overdue for a 

refresh, Apple’s iPad Mini 4 is 

still the best small tablet you 

can buy – for yourself or for 

anyone else. The ravages of 

time have done little to detract 

from Apple’s stylish design 

and the A8 processor has held 

up equally well. If anything 

this 7.9in slate has only 

become more attractive as 

time has passed. Unless Apple 

announces a new raft of 

tablets between now and the 

end of the year this is your 

Christmas tablet. Unless 

you’re some kind of Android 

fanboy, in which case… you’re 

not even reading this, are you?

from R6 500 / myistore.co.za

UNDER 
R10 000
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Xiaomi Mi 5

The Apple of China is out with a handset that owes a 

lot to Apple’s greatest competitor. The Xiaomi Mi 5 

looks to have more than just a little Samsung DNA in 

its makeup, at least as far as the exterior goes. And, 

if we’re going to be fair, some of the interior as well. 

The Mi 5 packs a Snapdragon 820 quad, 3GB of 

RAM and 32GB of storage out of the  box and 

there’s a lot more besides. The fingerprint sensor, 

16MP rear camera with OIS,  and 3000mAh battery 

running behind the 5.15in HD display all add up to 

one great phone. The only concession to the sub-

R10 000 price tag is the front-facing camera, which 

comes in at a lowly 4MP. But as a trade for a Xiaomi 

flagship at what is essentially half the price of the 

competition? Selfies are overrated anyway. 

R8 000 / mia.africa.com

Marshall 
Stanmore

Marshall’s Stanmore Bluetooth 

speaker is the sort of item that has 

its own place. Just like its stadium 

antecedents, the Stanmore should 

be placed in a raised position where 

people can gather in front of it in 

groups. Then, at just the right time, 

Marshall’s classic design and 

powerful digital amp and speaker 

collection springs to life and rocks 

everyone in front of it back in awe 

of its sound reproduction. The 

Marshall amp inspiration is so 

emphatic that you may find 

yourself mistaking it for an actual 

guitar amp, albeit a scale model of 

one. Bring the noise? Done. 

R6 000 / takealot.co.za
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Apple iPhone 7

If you don’t think that Apple’s 

new handsets are a good choice 

for gifting this year, you should 

probably quit buying presents. The 

fruit company’s best handset yet 

looks excellent in black, is speedier 

and smarter than ever, and will 

bring a smile to anyone’s face when 

they rip that wrapping paper off.

from R13 000 / myistore.co.za

Hisense 55M7000

55in of 4K screen for less than 

20 grand? Surely not? But yes, 

you can play Santa and give the 

gift of ULED, Hisense’s bespoke 

tech powering its low-cost – 

yet somehow still smart and 

connected – 4K TV screens. 

Add Netflix and a PlayStation 4 

Pro for the best results. 

R15 000 / hisense.co.za

LG 4K OLED 65” E6

LG’s sliver of a smart TV would 

look amazing in any living room. 

Essentially a Harman Kardon sound 

bar topped by a piece of LG-created 

glass, the E6V is a 4K, OLED feat of 

television engineering. (Blacker than 

the blackest black, times infinity). 

It’s also packing more ports than 

your average shipping company. 

R87 000 / lg.com/za

Garmin Fenix 3 HR

The festive season is awfully close 

to the New Year and promises of 

renewed fitness. Give a gift that 

handles both with the Fenix 3 HR, 

the most fully-featured fitness 

watch we’ve ever seen. It’s basically 

impossible to laze around on the 

couch while wearing one of these. 

It tracks everything. 

R10 500 / capeunionmart.co.za

GET ONE AT

30% 
OFF

ON p19 
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Fujifilm X-T2

Want to wow the photographer in 

your life? Fuji’s X-T2 is an all-round 

wonder of a camera that makes 

snapping pictures seem like second 

nature. Unless they’re the type to 

constantly take photographs of 

very well-lit thumbs. The X-T2, 

for all its many talents, can’t do 

anything about that, we’re afraid.

R25 000 / fujifilm.co.za

Parrot Disco 
FPV kit

Gear up for some advanced 

flight with the Parrot Disco. 

This package comes with 

Parrot’s Skycontroller 2 as 

well as the First-Person View 

(FPV) headset so you can 

see exactly what this flying 

wing sees. Just… don’t fly the 

Disco into the back of your 

own head at 50km/h. 

R25 000 / mantality.co.za

Leica M

Leica’s M-series is the sort of 

device that becomes an heirloom. 

A single piece of metal makes up the 

bodyand classic stylings conceal a 

24MP Maestro-powered sensor 

that shoots up to ISO 6400. It’ll 

work with Leica’s M and R lenses 

(using an adaptor) thanks to a 

compatible CMOS sensor. 

R135 000 / ormsdirect.co.za

Mini Clubman

Look, we’re not advocating buying 

everyone you know a new vehicle. But 

we don’t know your life and perhaps 

you have that sort of money to throw 

around. If you do, throw it in the 

direction of Mini’s new Clubman. 

Increased interior dimensions mean 

that there’s plenty of space for all the 

other presents that will come along 

with it. If it gets out of hand, the seats 

fold away so you can stick in that pony 

you also bought. Just about. The 

Clubman has serious smarts, from the 

BMW-pedigree infotainment system 

to an intelligent electric parking brake, 

and then there’s the suspension-

honed handling to contend with. Plus, 

you know, the 1.5 litre engine with its 

200km/h top speed and, oh yes, some 

very light fuel consumption. And… as 

long as you’re giving these away, can 

we come and have Christmas at your 

house this year?

from R362 000 / mini.co.za



58

T E ST  A P P S

App:roved

� Scrivener
If you’re armed with an iPad and 
aiming to be the next JK Rowling, 
you need Scrivener. The spit of 
its desktop cousin, it combines 
a capable rich-text editor, a 
‘binder’ to stash research (PDFs, 
images, web links), a corkboard 
for arranging your story using 
draggable index cards, and lots 
of export options. It’s surprisingly 
capable on iPhone too, and syncs 
via Dropbox to the Mac/PC app 
– so now you can work on your 
bestseller or Ferret Uprising 
screenplay anywhere.

Stuff says �����
R300 / iOS

��Dropbox Paper
Designed to allow people to 
collaborate on documents and 
share ideas, Dropbox Paper feels 
like someone mashed iOS Notes 
into Google Docs. You get sleek 
editing (including tables), images 
that auto-arrange, rich content 
embeds and, inevitably, emojis. 
Notes can also be shared with 
colleagues to edit and comment 
on (such as: “Emojis? Really?”). 
Given the demise of Dropbox’s 
email client Mailbox, you might 
be reluctant to rely on Paper, 
but it’s too good to ignore.

Stuff says �����
Free / Android, iOS

� Deus Ex GO
Before long, every Square Enix 
console title will be transformed 
into a turn-based mobile puzzler 
where you scoot around nodes 
avoiding adversaries and making 
for an exit. This time it’s Adam 
Jensen’s turn, cyberpunking 
it up against hackable tech, 
stompy robots and guards who 
unsportingly stab you to death if 
you venture too near. Less fresh 
than the GO versions of Hitman 
or Lara Croft, this nonetheless 
does the business with its finely 
crafted brain-smashers.

Stuff says �����
R38 / Android  �  R30 / iOS

� Reigns
You’ve played games before 
about ruling a kingdom, but we’ll 
bet none borrowed from Tinder’s 
interface. In Reigns, you make 
decisions by swiping left or right, 
constantly trying to appease 
the church, people, army and 
treasury. This is easier said than 
done. Annoy the people and 
they revolt; too many gold coins 
means a feast, resulting in death 
by gorging. The balancing act is 
compelling and there’s surprising 
depth here, along with a raft of 
missions to complete.

Stuff says �����
R50 / iOS  �  R44 / Android

FOR 
WORDY 

WITS

FOR 
TECHY 
TEAMS

FOR
PUZZLY
PUNKS

FOR 
KOOKY 
KINGS
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T E ST  A P P S

COOKIN’ 
RECIPE 

APPS

��Paprika
If you’re the kind of person who 

wants to pick and choose from 

dozens of online recipe sources, 

but your browser bookmarks 

are raging out of all control, 

get Paprika. You browse sites, 

pilfer recipes (which Paprika 

intelligently imports), and can 

edit the results if some twisted 

monster has said to use 

vegetable oil instead of butter.

Stuff says �����
R27 / Android  �  R80 / iOS

��Tender
Given that many people love their 

stomach more than they love 

humans, it was inevitable an app 

would combine food and Tinder. 

So, in Tender, you swipe through 

recipe cards: left to discard, right 

to add to your cookbook. The 

app is underpinned by a social 

network, but mostly it’s about 

swiping and feeling guilty when 

ditching healthy dishes.

Stuff says �����
Free / Android, iOS

��Kitchen Stories
Coming across like someone 

shoved a glossy foodie mag 

inside your device, Kitchen 

Stories is all gorgeous design 

and lush photography. The 

recipes are easy to follow, with 

huge photos. Video guides help 

you nail tricky procedures, and 

they blissfully lack an annoying 

chef trying to add a soupçon of 

‘personality’ to the mix.

Stuff says �����
Free / Android, iOS

��Epicurious
It might have an uninspiring 

interface and access to fewer 

recipes than rivals BigOven and 

Yummly, but Epicurious makes 

our list because it still has more 

dishes than you could ever hope 

to eat (35,000) and doesn’t 

faff about sending you to mobile 

websites for directions. And the 

search is smart – you can filter 

by food types and allergies.

Stuff says ����� 

Free / Android, iOS, Win Phone

��Napkin Recipes
Little more than a tech demo, 

Napkin is still worth a download 

to glimpse the future of cooking 

apps. Each step has a photo but 

is also read aloud; you can talk 

back, skipping steps and setting 

timers without covering your 

iPhone in honey. (Yes Chef runs 

with the same basic idea – and 

has 350,000 recipes – but with 

bare-bones steps.)

Stuff says �����
Free / iOS

��Jamie Oliver’s 
Ultimate Recipes
Jamie’s been in the app game 

for years. This is a premium take 

on his free iOS app, providing 

600 drool-extracting recipes 

for 100 bucks. You get loads 

of pics, short video tips from 

the master, and unintentionally 

funny semi-random nuggets of 

advice when working your way 

through a recipe. Pukka! Salt! Etc. 

Stuff says �����
R110 / iOS

Do too many virtual cooks spoil the 
broth? No, they just mean you’ll always 

be able to make something tasty 
without setting fire to the kitchen…

Mini meme 
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This offer brought to you in association with:

For help 
setting up 

your WeChat 

Wallet turn 
to p8

GET 50% OFF
BUY NOW &

Scan the QR code below with WeChat to 
buy the iPad Air 2 32GB WiFi + Cellular 
right now with WeChat Wallet

* Limited to 100 units
1. This promotional offer (“Offer”) is brought to you by JD Consumer Electronics and Appliances (Pty) Ltd t/a Incredible Connection (“we”, “us”, “our”) and relates to all products offered for sale by 

us together with specified WeChat Wallet discounts, as promoted in the Stuff Magazine issue dated 21 November 2016 (“Magazine”). 2. This Offer is available from 21 November 2016 until midnight 
on 18 December 2016 (“Promo Period”) and only for so long as stocks of the products last. 3. The discounted prices on the products are only available if the products are purchased via our shop in 

WeChat. This means that during the Promo Period you use the WeChat app to scan the QR Code displayed next to any of our products in the Magazine and, once directed to our shopfront within 
WeChat, proceed to purchase that product using your WeChat Wallet. 4. To participate in this Offer, you need to be a WeChat Wallet user. Terms of use and eligibility requirements apply. (The 

WeChat Wallet is also only available to iOS and Android devices with WeChat version 6.3.7.) 5. This Offer may only be taken up once per product type, per customer. 6. We need not honour or 
continue this Offer, in any specific instance or generally, in the event of fraud, unlawful or abusive behaviour, or if unforeseen circumstances prevent us from doing so.60

NOW 
R5 249 

Was R10 499

50% off  with 

WeChat Wallet

PLUS 
Free delivery 

in RSA

iPad Air 2 32GB WiFi + Cellular 
So capable, you won’t want to put it down. So thin and light, you won’t have to.

The first thing you’ll notice is how incredibly thin and light it is. iPad Air 2 is an impossibly thin 

6.1 millimeters. And it weighs less than a pound. So it’s even easier to hold in one hand and 

take with you anywhere.



Our hot iPhone 7 
deals put others 
in the shade.
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Standard terms and conditions apply and can be viewed at www.telkom.co.za. E&OE. Deals valid until 19 January 2017 or while stocks last. FreeMe product prices, data allocations and benefi ts are 
per month. Free WiFi is available at over 5 500 �      hotspots, and a 10GB Fair Usage Policy (FUP) applies. Free texts are subject to an FUP of no more than 50 texts per day. An FUP applies on 
free on-net �      to �      calls at 3 000 minutes per month. FreeMe calls to �      numbers exclude calls to �      non-geographic numbers. Deals also available to business customers.
*FreeMe calling using Instant Messaging platforms is limited to 2GB per month.

These calls are zero-rated:

Device insurance available, ask in-store for details.

Free WhatsApp Calls*,
Free Texts & Free WiFi

WITH iPHONE 7 PLUS 32GB  R799 PM x 24

iPHONE 7 32GB

 R699PM X 24

1GB

UPGRADE TO TELKOM Search �      FreeMe Call 10213
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ONE
PUGO TOP APPLE 
WATCH BAND

Apple’s offi  cial Milanese 
Loop strap is lovely. It also 
costs R2 500. Th is stainless 
steel alternative from Pugo 
Top costs a mere R240, has 
an 18-month warranty and 
looks identical, right down 
to the magnetic clasp. It’s 
available in iPhone-matching 
colours for those who like 
to accessorise.

R240 / amazon.com

TWO
CASETIFY APPLE 
WATCH BAND 

Casetify off ers plenty of 
funky straps, but its custom 
strap service is ideal for 
making your Apple Watch 
feel more personal. Th e 
online strap builder lets 
you upload any photo, and 
can link directly to Instagram 
and Facebook, pulling in your 
pictures to customise. Make 
sure they’re high-resolution.

R725 / casetify.com

THREE
SEVEN SIXTEEN 
CLICK ADAPTOR

If you have a collection of 
watch straps you already 
adore, these adaptors slot 
into your Apple Watch’s 
band groove and let you use 
any one you fancy. Some 
Android Wear watches from 
LG and Samsung let you do 
this, but these won’t break 
the bank, especially if you 
go for aluminium models.

from R300 / svnsxt.com

GET STRAP 

HAPPY...



INSTANT UPGRADES

2 FIND A FRIENDLY FACE

Apple has added new faces in 

watchOS 3, in the Watch app. 

Tap the Face Gallery tab to view 

the new, featured and themed 

collections. Tap one and Add. 

Back in the My Watch tab, tap 

Edit next to My Faces to sort 

added faces. On your Apple 

Watch, you can switch between 

faces by swiping from the left or 

right screen edge. Th is comes 

in handy when you customise 

your faces with ‘complications’…

5 FIRE A DIGITAL 
DISTRESS SIGNAL

In the Watch app’s My Watch 

tab, go to General > Emergency 

SOS. Here, you can defi ne up 

to three SOS contacts, and set 

whether holding the Side button 

automatically calls emergency 

services. Now you can hold the 

Side button for several seconds 

to call for help (your Apple 

Watch beeps a countdown), 

simultaneously fi ring text 

messages at your pals.

1 MASTER THE DOCK

Apple has killed Glances; now 

it’s all about the App Dock. To 

bring some order, go to your 

Watch app, tap Dock, then Edit. 

Tap ‘+’ buttons to add favourite 

apps to the Dock, and ‘-’ to 

banish rubbish ones, using 

drag handles to reorder the 

list. Want to re-arrange apps? 

Long-press, then drag. If you’ve 

just used an app you’d like to 

stash, press the Side button 

and it’ll be in the Recent slot.

4 GET FITTER QUICKER

Not in the mood to be yelling at 

Siri? Th e Workout app can be 

accessed quickly if you set it 

as a complication. Pro tip: when 

you’re working out, swipe from 

the left and tap Lock. Now 

whatever taps your screen 

won’t aff ect it. If you fancy being 

more social, visit the Sharing 

tab in Activities, inviting people 

to share Activity with you. You 

can check their progress in the 

Apple Watch Activity app.

3 MAKE THINGS 
COMPLICATED

A number of watch faces 

have slots for complications: 

app-related nuggets of info, 

or icons to launch an app. All 

pre-installed Apple apps have 

them, but the best are often 

found on third-party apps. To 

fi nd these, tap-hold the watch 

face, swipe to the complication 

editing screen, tap on a 

complication slot, then use 

the Digital Crown to pick one.

6 BECOME A 
MESSAGING WHIZZ

Messages on Apple Watch 

are now smarter, thanks to 

contextual single-prod replies. 

You can also long-press on a 

message to send a Tapback 

symbol like a thumbs-up. But 

the big new thing is Scribble, 

which you use to write replies 

manually, one letter at a time. 

It’s surprisingly eff ective 

and works within many apps 

beyond Messages.

NOW
 

DO THIS
BEST 

NEW
 APPS
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JUST PRESS 
RECORD
Prod it to start 
recording; the 
audio lurks on 
your Watch until 
it next connects 
to your iPhone, 
at which point it 
transfers. Easy.
R80

CARROT 
WEATHER
Our firm favourite 
weather app. The 
only downside is 
paying more for 
a complication, 
and a further 
R40 if you want 
premium features. 
R60 (IAPs)

OVERCAST
Its developer 
made an Apple 
Watch remote to 
control his iPhone 
podcast app, then 
rethought it from 
scratch. The result 
is a massive 
improvement.
Free (IAPs)
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TECH
RATER

This does a superb job of eradicating bits from your juice, 

so what’s left is only the good stuff. It also comes with a 

complimentary toothbrush. Why? For cleaning it, which 

takes about 15 minutes. Arguably, it’s worth the effort.

As the NutriBullet mashes everything in its cup together, 

you can end up with a vivid sludge, but adding in some ice 

or milk will help with that. Cleaning is a total breeze, though. 

Wash the cup and blending piece together and you’re done.

Simply shoving peeled fruit down a funnel is all it takes to get 

this Panasonic working. Pulp is pushed out of one of the 

machine’s spouts and sweet, delicious juice comes out of 

the other. Don’t try eating the pulp, though: it’s gross.

NutriBullets are famously easy to use and this one’s basically 

the standard model, only bigger. Just bung your chosen 

ingredients into its cup, press that down into the machine 

and it will blend everything together in seconds.

This is one juicer that’s efficient at grinding stuff, and 

its many parts mercifully assemble into one compact 

machine. This means churning up a glass of OJ doesn’t feel 

like a military operation… until you get to the cleaning, that is.

Is your fruit consumption akin to an orangutan’s? Then the 

powerful 0.96-litre capacity should quench the biggest 

appetite for health food, and you’ll feel positively saintly 

after chugging your way through this machine’s produce.

Power 900W 

Capacity 0.96 litres 

Dimensions 36.5x13x13cm 

Weight 3.75kg 

Power 250W 

Capacity N/A 

Dimensions 43.2x18.5x17.6cm 

Weight 4kg

� Price Rtba / panasonic.com/za � Price R2 700 / yuppiechef.com

If you’re cleaning-averse, get the NutriBullet; for taste alone, the Panasonic wins

1. DESIGN

2. IN USE

3. RESULTS

VS

STUFF SAYS����� �����

NutriBullet Pro 900 Panasonic MJ-L500

V E R S U S  J U I C E R S

This NutriBullet comes 
with a recipe book to get 

your creative juices flowing. 
Or you can just Google 
‘strawberry smoothie’, 
which is what we’d do.

You can load up this 
Panasonic with a special 
icer attachment, so 
it can handle frozen 
fruit without damaging 
itself in the process.

Juicebox heroes: 
battle of the blenders
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T E ST  C A N O N  E O S  5 D  M A R K  I V

Canon’s EOS 5D evolves again, 
adding a host of new features to 

what was already a killer DSLR

��Popular with amateurs, pro 

photographers and filmmakers 

alike, the Canon EOS 5D always 

bags you great shots – and it gets 

better with every iteration. The 

Mark IV builds on its heritage with 

a 30.4MP sensor (up from 22MP), 

a 61-point autofocus system, 4K 

video and a touchscreen. 

��The buttons feel intuitive 

in the hand, and this is the 

best touchscreen we’ve 

seen on a DSLR yet. It soon 

becomes second nature to use 

the buttons and screen together 

for an easy, fluid experience.

��Shots have a fantastic level of 

detail. Colours are great on the 

whole, with nice saturation and 

depth, and Canon’s new metering 

sensor does a fine job. And the AF 

is notably better than before.  

��The 5D has been the go-to 

DSLR for filmmakers since Nicolas 

Cage was likeable – and making 

movies is a big part of the Mark IV. 

That means 4K recording at 30fps, 

or Full HD video at 60fps. Separate 

headphone and mic jacks let you 

record audio at the same time.

��One interesting new feature 

is Dual Pixel RAW, which lets you 

shift the point of focus after taking 

a picture, Lytro style. It might help 

you save a shot that’s just missed 

the mark, but we had limited 

success with this tech.

For now at least, the 5D Mark IV is more expensive than the Mark III was at launch. 
Hopefully the price will drop a little in the coming months; but if you do have the readies, 
this is a very nice camera indeed. It’s a fantastic all-rounder that should handle a variety 
of different subjects, producing beautiful, detailed and vibrant images – and the new 
tweaks have only added to the experience.

A step up in 
price… and 

a step up in 
amazingness

No rest IV the wicked

STUFF SAYS The 5D just keeps getting better – a brilliant addition to the range �����

Sensor 30.4MP full-frame CMOS 

Processor DIGIC 6+ AF points 61 

ISO range 100-32,000 (102,400 

expanded) Video 4K @ 30fps, 1080p 

@ 60fps, 720p slo-mo @ 120fps 

Display 3.2in touchscreen, optical 

viewfinder Connectivity Wi-Fi, GPS 

Dimensions 151x116x76mm, 800g

� Get a grip
There have been a couple of 
design tweaks, however: the 
grip is a little deeper, and the 
pentaprism encasing the optical 
viewfinder is a little taller to 
make room for the new GPS 
and Wi-Fi unit.

� Stay where you are
Canon knows better than to 
mess with a good thing, so the 
Mark IV looks a lot like the last 
5D – right down to the button 
layout. That’ll keep anyone 
upgrading from a previous 
version happy.

R54 000 (body only) / canon.co.za

Tech specs
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An app-connected device for 
heating, cooling and purifying 
your smart home? This Dyson 
is sure to win many fans…

��When is a fan not a fan? Well, the 

Dyson Pure Hot + Cool Link doesn’t 

look like a fan and doesn’t work like 

your average fan, yet that’s what 

it is. Oh, and it costs a lot. If the 

fantastic 360 Eye robot vacuum 

was Dyson’s most eye-catching 

stab so far at connecting its 

products to your smartphone, 

then this is its follow-up.

��Used as a fan with thermostatic 

heat control, it’s really good. Too hot 

to sit on the couch for a three-hour 

Netflix binge? Relax – a lifestyle 

of opulent laziness is within reach. 

Noise levels are even low enough to 

keep it on while you’re watching TV. 

��Unlike a classic bladed fan, the 

Dyson produces a smooth and 

constant airflow – you don’t get 

that feeling of being constantly 

buffeted by someone with an 

air blaster. Stick it on at maximum 

breeziness and you’ll be tingled 

by its charms even at the opposite 

side of the room.

��It’s also an air purifier, with a filter 

to capture particles as small as 0.1 

microns with a 99.95% success 

rate. It’ll sweep up bacteria, mould, 

pollen and toxins, and monitors 

the environment so it can step up 

should you decide to, erm, open 

up a can of spores or something.

��We tested the Dyson in a flat 

that gets vacuumed once a week, 

with a dehumidifier running most 

days to avoid damp and mould. 

Accordingly, we only ever received 

a ‘good’ air quality rating. The 

device’s fanning skills are easier 

to assess, and we found them to 

be superb; the purifying stuff is 

maybe more of an added bonus 

than a must-have.

Reviewing this Dyson is a bit of a fan-kless task. Even when you account for 
its internet-connected smarts and sophisticated air filtration, it’s not a complex 
product to use. You just turn it on and it works. There are enough gadgets that 
constantly nag for your attention; this one just makes sure the temperature 
in your home is alright and the air you’re breathing isn’t full of nasty tinies.

Against all odds, 
we love this 

simple, effective, 
low-key gadget 

Breezy lover

� Another day in paradise
With the app you can turn on 
the fan, change settings and 
schedule times for it to do its 
thing, as well as keeping an eye 
on the air quality of your home 
even when you’re not there. 

� In the air tonight
There’s a remote, but you really 
don’t need it. Simply open up the 
free app (iPhone and Android), 
connect the fan to your Wi-Fi 
network and give it a ridiculous 
name. We went for Fandango.

Rtba / dyson.co.za

STUFF SAYS This smart fan will delight gadget-lovers and hypochondriacs alike �����

T E ST  D Y S O N  P U R E  H OT  +  C O O L  L I N K
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TEST

WINNER

TECH
RATER

This watch won’t swamp you with stats. It covers the basics 

well, so you can concentrate on beating that PB rather than 

constantly checking you’re in the right heart-rate zone. It 

might well be all the fitness watch you need.

It’s more pricey than the TomTom, but the 735XT has the 

fitness features, detailed measurements and app smarts 

to justify it. There’s a little too much here for novices, but it 

will sort you out if you’ve got a serious health habit to feed.

You don’t get much in the way of extras – no smartphone 

notifications, no apps, not even a colour screen – but that 

helps with the battery life. And this is the only dedicated GPS 

running watch that’ll stream music to Bluetooth headphones.

This is hardcore tracking, with course uploads, GPS route 

recording and custom workouts – and the kind of metrics 

that will please pro athletes. It’s got a great screen, it does 

phone notifications, and there’s an app store to add features.

This TomTom has a heart-rate sensor, and it’s got GPS for 

phone-free workout mapping, but otherwise it’s all pretty 

simple. It’ll track running and cycling, it’s waterproof to 40m, 

and it’ll monitor the basics: sleep, steps, active minutes. 

Need to know your lactate threshold? How long your feet are 

in contact with the floor while you’re running? How long it’ll 

take you to recover after that pre-breakfast triathlon? The 

735XT puts the info right on your wrist, no phone required.

Screen 31.1mm, 215x180 LCD Sensors 

Heart rate, accelerometer Sports tracked 

Running, cycling, swimming, strength training, 

cross-country skiing, kayaking Connectivity 

Bluetooth, GPS, ANT+ Battery life Up to 11 

days Dimensions 45x45x11.7mm, 44g

Screen 22x25mm, 144x168 mono LCD 

Sensors Heart rate, accelerometer 

Sports tracked Running, cycling, swimming, 

strength training Connectivity Bluetooth, 

GPS, compass Battery life Up to 3 weeks 

Dimensions 22x25x11.5mm, 46g

� Price R4 000 / tomtom.com/en-za � Price R 7 600 / garmin.co.za

The Garmin offers more detail, but the TomTom is simple enough to get anyone moving

1. FEATURES

2. IN USE

3. RESULTS

VS

STUFF SAYS����� �����

Garmin Forerunner 735XTTomTom Spark 3 Cardio + Music

Work out which watch to 
wear to watch your workout

67

V E R S U S  F I T N E S S  WAT C H E S
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� Share the love. Sierra now 

lets you copy and paste text 

between your iPhone/iPad 

and Mac. Head to settings 

for both devices and enable 

Wi-Fi, Bluetooth and Handoff. 

You can now copy and paste, 

but be quick – the clipboard 

clears after a few minutes. 

� Lock up your Flash. 
Apple’s clearly had enough 

of the security nightmare 

that is Flash, so you’ll now find 

that Safari blocks it by default 

in Sierra. You can still click to 

play specific pieces of Flash 

content, though – or, if you’re 

feeling foolhardy, you can turn 

the plug-in back on again in 

Safari’s preferences. 

� Manage your menu bar. 
Once, it wasn’t possible to 

fiddle about with third-party 

THE BASICS 

PIC AND CHOOSE

� Find yourself. Type 

something into the search 

field – ‘tree’, say – and Photos 

will have a go at finding photos 

with trees. You can use Siri too, 

with a phrase like “Show me 

photos from the last week.”

� Unearth memories. Click 

the Memories tab in Photos 

for a group of snaps Apple 

reckons are important to you. 

� Close to the edit. You can 

now edit Live Photos (though 

changes take a while to render). 

And if you enjoy scrawling over 

pics added to Mail using the 

Markup feature, that’s now 

integrated into Photos.

Upgraded your Mac to the new OS but fi nd that 
you can’t really tell the diff erence? Stuff  reveals 
how to tease out its secret new features 

menu-bar icons in OS X, but 

as of now that’s changed. 

Rejoice wildly as you 

command-drag Dropbox 

or Moom and place their 

icons exactly where you 

want them – even on either 

side of the Spotlight icon, 

you utter anarchist. 

� Give a thumbs up. If 

you’re too lazy to type out 

actual words in Messages, 

you’ll be pleased to hear 

that Tapbacks can now be 

used inside the app. Also, 

Messages now embeds rich 

previews for content such as 

videos, and will happily render 

special effects and stickers 

from iOS10. 

� Use picture-in-picture. 
If you’ve got work to do but 

must watch that hilarious 

online video of a toddler falling 

over, macOS enables your 

procrastination through 

Safari’s picture-in-picture 

mode. Look for the PiP button 

on standard video embeds 

and Vimeo; YouTube requires 

two right-clicks on a video and 

a menu option to be selected.

� Go maximum Apple. 
Your other Apple devices 

can now makes themselves 

useful when you’re tapping 

away on your Mac. In Safari, 

you can use Apple Pay on 

supported websites and use 

your Apple Watch or iPhone 

to confirm the payment. And 

if your Mac supports it, the 

Security & Privacy pane in 

System Preferences houses 

an option to allow your Apple 

Watch to unlock your Mac 

when it’s close by.

BETA YOURSELF



��Virtual assistant. Siri on 

Mac can do a bunch of things. 

What things? Ask: “What can 

you do?” and she’ll give a list.

��Stick a pin in it. Don’t 

keep repeating the same Siri 

searches – pin regular ones 

to Notification Centre. 

��Be a dictator. You can’t 

bellow “Hey, Siri!” at your Mac 

and have it respond, but there 

is a (complicated) workaround. 

In System Preferences, open 

Siri and set the keyboard 

shortcut to Alt+Space. Open 

the Accessibility pane, select 

Dictation, click Enable, and set 

the keyword phrase to ‘Hey’. 

In Dictation Commands, click 

‘Enable advanced commands’, 

then click +, and type ‘Siri’ 

in ‘When I say’. Set ‘While 

using’ to ‘Any application’, 

and under ‘Perform’, select 

‘Press keyboard shortcut’ 

and press Alt+Space. Done!

…BUT 
SIRI-OUSLY

SORT YOURSELF OUT START THE TWEAK

� Get in sync. Sync your 

folders to iCloud and you’ll 

now have access to them on 

Sierra-running Macs, on older 

Macs running OS X, on iOS 

and on the iCloud.com site. 

� Throw out the junk. Open 

‘About this Mac’ > Storage > 

Manage. In Recommendations, 

turn on options for clearing 

rubbish and reducing clutter. 

� Keeping tabs. In theory, 

all Mac apps have tabs now. 

They don’t really (eg TextEdit), 

but you can force new docs 

to open in tabs using the 

Dock section of System 

Preferences (‘Prefer tabs…’).

� Keep your lunch down. 
Apple went animation-mad in 

iOS and OS X; Sierra now has a 

Reduce Motion feature. Go to 

System Preferences > Display.

� Keep your Launch down. 
Launchpad still slides between 

pages, though. Stop it with 

Terminal, using the command 

‘defaults write com.apple.dock 

springboard-page-duration 

-float 0’ and then ‘killall Dock’. 

� Open any app. Apple has 

locked down the apps it’ll let 

you open. For any others that 

you know are safe, override 

macOS’s Gatekeeper in Finder: 

right-click and select Open.

MOOM
The new macOS still 
doesn’t offer the kind 
of window management 
you’ll find in Windows. 
Moom ably manages 
this with mouse drags, 
shortcuts or clicking a 
window’s zoom button 
and then drawing on a 
grid the portion of the 
screen you’d like it to fill.
US$10 (R135) / 
manytricks.com/moom 

SUPERDUPER!
We feel a bit funny 
whenever Apple – not 
exactly renowned for 
the reliability of its online 
offerings – suggests 
housing all your stuff in 
the cloud. We’d suggest 
buying a massive 
external hard drive 
and using SuperDuper! 
to clone your Mac. 
£24 (R380) / 
shirt-pocket.com 

DROPBOX
Apple’s not caught up 
with Dropbox when it 
comes to sharing. Any 
item can be shared, but 
that just welds it to an 
email or iMessage. So 
it’s worth keeping hold 
of your Dropbox account 
to share large files – you 
might be able to get away 
with the freebie version.
from Free / dropbox.com
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EA’s soccer sim has been clear at 

the top for years now, but times 

are changing… and the FIFA team 

might just be feeling the heat.

Keeping it real 
There’s one simple reason why 

FIFA is the clear winner in the 

realism category: licences. Both 

games look beautiful, but FIFA 

is the only one that’s allowed to 

use the names of all the real clubs. 

There isn’t a fake strip or laughably 

bad name in sight, and EA Sports 

has managed to chuck in the 

likenesses of all 20 current 

Premier League managers 

(though we’ll be surprised if 

that line-up is 80% accurate 

by Christmas, let alone the end 

of the season). EA’s offering 

also packs in more teams, 

more leagues, more stadia, 

and better commentary.

Playing the game
This season FIFA is all about pace, 

power and picturesque goals. The 

interplay between the improbably 

speedy wingers and their targets 

in the box is magnificent to behold, 

but it also highlights the hit taken 

by the game’s under-utilised 

midfielders. They’re clumsy, and 

will give the ball away through 

wayward passing far too often. 

Defensively things look solid, but 

an over-emphasis on shielding 

the ball makes tackling opponents 

a chore. Maybe it’s a good thing 

they give it away so often…

A marathon, not a sprint
FIFA’s Career Mode is much 

improved, and has more depth 

than last year’s by-the-books 

affair. Managers are asked to get 

more involved, and have to juggle 

increasingly demanding board 

expectations with the financial 

realities of building a title-winning 

team – or simply staving off 

relegation. A slightly tweaked 

Ultimate Team also makes 

its return, and will be the main 

attraction for many FIFA veterans. 

But the biggest addition by far 

is The Journey – a new story 

mode that’s slightly clichéd but 

cinematic and captivating. 

STUFF SAYS �����
FIFA holds onto the title, but not all of 

its tweaks are for the better 

FIFA v PES: it’s 
all to play for

One of the fiercest match-ups in football has recently become something 
of a one-sided affair – but can Konami’s plucky underdog nick it this time? 

PS4, Xbox One, PC / 
konami.com/games

PS4, Xbox One, PC / 
easports.com

PES 2017FIFA 17

V E R S U S  G A M E S

“This is going to be our year,” say 

hopeful fans around the globe at 

the start of every season. So is it 

finally going to be Pro Evo’s year? 

Keeping it real 
There’s no denying the new PES 

looks the part, with its Fox Engine 

serving up high-fidelity visuals 

that ripple with atmospheric 

dynamism. The grounds, kits 

and players look more authentic 

than ever… but, of course, ‘Man 

Blue’ and ‘Man Red’ are anything 

but authentic. PES does have the 

Champions League and Europa 

League licences to compensate 

for missing out on the Prem again, 

but when Konami isn’t even 

free to fill out those competitions 

with the right squads, it almost 

becomes a bad joke. 

Playing the game
The new PES is slower and more 

purposeful than before. Passing 

feels more measured and 

precise, and the game’s stars 

feel uncannily lifelike thanks to 

Konami’s Player ID and Real Touch 

systems. That, combined with 

much-improved goalkeepers and 

defenders, means it’s harder to 

score goals – so this year’s edition 

is more about the build-up than 

the end product. That’s no bad 

thing, but if the revamped 

gameplay is an acquired taste, 

PES 2017’s sloppy mechanics 

are a veritable elbow in the face. 

Player switching, pass assist 

systems and shooting sensitivity 

are all over the place.

A marathon, not a sprint
You’re getting plenty of fitba for 

your buck here. Master League 

is still wonderfully addictive, and 

outshines FIFA’s Career Mode in 

terms of narrative presentation 

and manager customisation –

though the UI is still the stuff of 

nightmares. MyClub is also back, 

offering a compelling alternative 

to Ultimate Team. Still, a lack of 

depth (because of those licensing 

issues) means Konami still has 

a lot of ground to make up before 

it can call itself a contender for 

serious campaign fans.

STUFF SAYS �����
A solid entry in the series, but it scores 

a few too many own-goals

VS
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In Max’s world, road safety 
regulations just aren’t 
what they used to be.

In Max’s world, road safety 
regulations just aren’t 
what they used to be.

V E R S U S  G A M E S 
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THE NEW NIKON D3300 OFFERS 
A SIMPLE, YET POWERFUL WAY 
OF CAPTURING MEMORIES 
The D3300 provides new D-SLR shooters a powerful 
combination of eff ortless operation, 24.2 megapixel high 
resolution and 13 special eff ect modes to extend the 
enjoyment of photographic expression.

WIN A NIKON D3300 BUNDLE + 18-55mm DX + 16GB SD CARD + SHOULDER BAG
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ne morning, 12 almond-

shaped, skyscraper-sized 

spaceships come to Earth 

and hover silently 20 feet above 

the ground at different points 

across the globe. Every 18 hours 

a door opens up in one of them 

and a team of scientists, led by 

lonely linguistics professor Louise 

Banks (the excellent-as-always 

Amy Adams), venture inside for a 

chat. Where did they come from? 

And more importantly, what do 

they want?

With its black, granite-like 

walls, the crew’s first journey 

up into the ship’s interior feels 

almost like an upside-down 

excavation. The fact that 

it generates its own gravity, 

allowing for some Inception-esque 

changes in perspective, is not 

the only similarity Arrival shares 

with Christopher Nolan’s films.

The ins and outs of cracking 

the visitors’ code are glossed over,  

but then two hours of someone 

sitting in front of a computer 

studying symbols would hardly 

make for compelling viewing. In 

fact, it’s the relationships between 

the humans that perhaps most 

shape how the story unfolds. 

This makes Arrival a layered, 

almost circular sci-fi film, which 

expertly weaves its heavy 

themes into the narrative from 

beginning to end. The only point 

it forces home is as the credits roll, 

when it makes sure you appreciate 

how clever the title is.

STUFF SAYS �����

O

Given the talent involved, 

this reboot isn’t quite the 

laugh-riot we’d hoped 

for. That said, Melissa 

McCarthy, Leslie Jones 

and a relentlessly off-

kilter Kate McKinnon are 

still chucklesome. The 

best moments come 

when they’re bringing 

new ideas, instead of 

retreading the franchise’s 

former glories.

STUFF SAYS �����

Marvel’s mutants face off 

against Apocalypse, the 

latest Big Bad trying to… 

well, the clue’s in the title. 

Destruction, special FX 

and superpowers are 

plentiful, as are in-jokes 

and cameos to please 

comic geeks, but casual 

fans will need Quicksilver-

like reactions to keep up 

with the breakneck pace.

STUFF SAYS �����

Arrival_cinema

Ghostbusters 
_Blu-ray, DVD

X-Men: 
Apocalypse
_Blu-ray, DVD, VOD

WATCH

WANT 
MORE LIKE 

THIS?

This month the planet is 

under attack from aliens, 

ghosts, evil plant spores 

and indie-pop riffsters 

Media hoard
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If you’re unfamiliar with 
Tycho, the cover is a pretty 
decent approximation of 
what your ears can expect. 
Paired down, instrumental 
electronica that’s as good 
to work to as it is to listen 
to a little more closely. 
Because, you know, layers 
(like an ogre, or an onion). 
Previous album Awake is 
still one our favourites 
when deadlines loom, 
social media Sirens begin 
to sing and we need to 

focus. This time around 
things get a little harder 
and guitar-driven. Without 
that variety you’d be 
forgiven for thinking Epoch 
was a collection of B-sides. 
And by harder, we don’t 
mean sleeveless t-shirts 
and guyliner hard. Think 
Boards of Canada or DJ 
Shadow when he’s setting 
the mood (not mocking 
the establishment with 
Run the Jewels).
STUFF SAYS �����

�  E.T. _Netflix

�  Mission to the Edge of Space _ShowMax

�  Star Trek _Netflix
After kicking up a sublime 
fuss on their debut album, 
Glasgow’s Honeyblood are 
back again and remain as 
bittersweet as ever. Think 
Bikini Kill meet The White 
Stripes and you’ve got 
a strong idea of how 
compelling this duo’s 
brand of garage rock is. 
Ready For the Magic is 
a particularly thrilling rush 
of fizzing guitar scuzz.
STUFF SAYS �����

When is a DJ not a DJ? 
When he combines his 
electronic compositions 
with live singing and 
drumming, à la definitely-
not-a-DJ Bayonne (real 
name Roger Sellers). The 
album misses out on some 
of his live energy, but 
the twinkly digital noises 
and Phil Collins-inspired 
analogue drumming make 
for a rather lovely listen. 
STUFF SAYS �����

STREAM LISTEN

Epoch_Tycho

Babes Never 
Die_Honeyblood

Primitives
_Bayonne

Ancient Aliens _ShowMax

The Pyramids, Justin 
Bieber’s ongoing critical 
acclaim, why a dropped 
smartphone always lands 
facedown, these are 
mysteries so difficult to 
explain suggestion aliens 
might be involved isn’t 
entirely preposterous. 
Ancient Aliens does its 
level best to argue extra-
terrestrials are to blame/
thank for strange things. 
By season 3 the reaching is 
completely out of hand, 

and tenuous connections 
abound. Still, the first 
season is as intriguing and 
distracting as resident 
expert Giorgio Tsoukalos’s 
hair. We wouldn’t suggest 
watching much beyond it, 
though. Unless you like 
very speculative fiction.

Flying bicycles, glowing fingertips and the greatest collect 
call the universe has ever known, it must be Spielberg’s 
family friendly classic about a diminutive out of towner.

Healthy folk will tell you you’ve got to be crazy to drink 
Red Bull. Even crazier is skydiving to earth from the edge 
of space and breaking the sound barrier in the process.

A time-travelling Romulan, double Spocks, trying to best 
a father’s legacy, and more lens flare than you can shake a 
high-end camera pointed obliquely at the sun at.

ALIENS 
ON EARTH
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ince making the leap to 

Xbox One, Forza’s open-

world Horizon titles have 

left the more serious Motorsport 

originals spluttering in their dust. 

What started as a mere spin-off 

delivered open-road thrills across 

the Franco-Italian countryside with 

2014’s brilliant Horizon 2… and now 

we’re off to Oz for more. 

There’s a wealth of terrain to 

cover, and a vast number of events 

and challenges to keep you cruising. 

No longer just a speed demon 

taking part in a racing/music 

festival, you’re now running the 

show, driving to amass fans for 

the fest. When you have enough 

fans tallied you simply choose 

the next destination, or press 

a button to upgrade a location 

and unlock more events. Oh, and 

you’ll occasionally try to outrun 

a speeding cargo train, or take on 

a Jeep that’s being towed through 

the jungle by a helicopter. You can’t 

run over kangaroos, though. Which 

is probably for the best.

Horizon 3’s play area is double 

the size of the last one and there’s 

quite a bit of mixed terrain, so make 

sure you’ve got the right car for 

each job. There are loads of them: 

some 350 in total, ranging from 

zany supercars to old-school rally 

rides. Your garage might house 

everything from a 1965 Alfa 

Romeo GTA Stradale to a Tesla 

Model S P90D. 

You’ve got loads of chances 

to drive it all too: wild bucket-list 

events, PR stunts, speed-trap 

challenges, barn finds (with classic 

cars to rescue), illicit street races 

and more. You can custom-tweak 

any championship and share it with 

friends or the wider community, 

and naturally there’s also Xbox Live 

play. It’s the most online-friendly 

Forza to date.

In looks, Horizon 3 is even 

better than the last entry, 

delivering dazzling effects across 

the land. This is the first game to 

offer HDR support on the Xbox 

One S – in fact, it’s the first game 

to offer HDR anywhere, and it 

looks incredible. HDR essentially 

adds far greater contrast – when 

you’re in a race that moves from 

night to sunrise, you sure will be 

impressed by it. 

STUFF SAYS A stunning open-world racer that delivers mile after mile of fun �����

Forza Horizon 3
A third Horizon spin-off is here to secure Forza’s place at the head of the 
racing game pack – hop in for an immense, exhilarating romp across Australia

Xbox One, PC / forzamotorsport.net

S

Shifting the 
action to 

Australia has 
brought a new 
focus on off-
road racing.

HDR brings an 
increase in 

perceived detail 
– everything 
looks crisper 
than before.
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GET 50% OFF
BUY NOW &

Scan the QR code below with 
WeChat to buy the Xbox One 
500GB + extra controller + FIFA 17 
right now with WeChat Wallet

* Limited to 100 units
1. This promotional offer (“Offer”) is brought to you by JD Consumer Electronics and Appliances (Pty) Ltd t/a Incredible Connection (“we”, “us”, “our”) and relates to all products offered for sale by 
us together with specified WeChat Wallet discounts, as promoted in the Stuff Magazine issue dated 21 November 2016 (“Magazine”). 2. This Offer is available from 25 November 2016 until midnight on 
18 December 2016 (“Promo Period”) and only for so long as stocks of the products last. 3. The discounted prices on the products are only available if the products are purchased via our shop in WeChat. This 
means that during the Promo Period you use the WeChat app to scan the QR Code displayed next to any of our products in the Magazine and, once directed to our shopfront within WeChat, proceed 
to purchase that product using your WeChat Wallet. 4. To participate in this Offer, you need to be a WeChat Wallet user. Terms of use and eligibility requirements apply. (The WeChat Wallet is also only 
available to iOS and Android devices with WeChat version 6.3.7.) 5. This Offer may only be taken up once per product type, per customer. 6. We need not honour or continue this Offer, in any specific 
instance or generally, in the event of fraud, unlawful or abusive behaviour, or if unforeseen circumstances prevent us from doing so.

For help 
setting up 

your WeChat 

Wallet turn 
to p8

Xbox One 500GB + extra controller + FIFA 17 
With regular updates and enhancements, Xbox One give you more ways to play games 

you love. Stream your Xbox One games to any Windows 10 PC in your home. Play with 

friends on Xbox Live and enjoy your digital and disc-based Xbox 360 games. Build up 

your Gamerscore, unlock Achievements, and play with friends on Xbox Live, the world's 

premiere gaming community. 

NOW 
R2 999 

Was R5 999

50% off  with 

WeChat WalletONLY 
AVAILABLE 
FROM 25TH 
NOVEMBER PLUS 

Free delivery 
in RSALimited to 

100 units
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ure Rise of the Tomb 

Raider has been around 

for about a year but the 

Xbox One’s timed exclusive 

doesn’t hold a candle to the 20 

year anniversary (or 20 Year 

Celebration) edition that everyone 

else is getting. 

Long story short, the events of 

the Tomb Raider reboot have set 

up the Croft scion for another 

adventure. This one takes her to 

Siberia in search of the Divine 

Source and a sense of completion 

– Lara’s father was a touch 

obsessed with the Source just 

prior to his sudden death and the 

young Miss Croft hopes to finish 

his work. 

Hot on her heels is a mysterious 

organisation called Trinity, an old 

religious organisation only hinted 

at in the original reboot. This time 

they’ve sent a veritable mercenary 

army to Siberia to locate the lost 

city of Kitesh. Guess what they’re 

also after?

Their intrusion gives players 

something to shoot at, besides the 

collection of wild animals that will 

claw Lara’s face off at the first 

opportunity. Players will be able to 

take on soldiers of varying types, 

from stupid and squishy to heavily 

armed and armoured, either head-

on or using stealthier means. 

Improvised explosives, booby traps 

and firearms, as well as Lara’s trust 

bow, make short work of most 

threats with tight cover-based 

combat being the name of the 

game. Or you could sneak about 

and whittle down their numbers 

silently, if you have the skill. 

A full weapon and skill upgrade 

system, evolved from the last 

game, is present. Players can 

assign points to the Brawler, 

Hunter and Survivor trees, each 

of which offer substantial rewards. 

Upgrading weapons, from items 

looted from enemies or found in 

survival caches, is even more 

essential, giving Miss Croft an 

edge in combat. 

The open-world design this 

time around is larger than before, 

with a more intricate world to 

explore. There are loads of 

collectibles to track down, as well 

as side-quests to complete while 

working towards the main aim, as 

well as challenges to take one. 

Finally, when it’s all done, there 

are new sections to player. Hunt 

down Baba Yaga, explore Croft 

Manor (and do it again with VR 

support when PlayStation VR 

drops) in Blood Ties, and fend off 

zombies in the Lara’s Nightmare 

addition, while also taking on the 

new Endurance gameplay mode 

or just replaying sections in search 

of a high score. Rise of the Tomb 

Raider: 20 Year Celebration has 

some serious legs. 

STUFF SAYS Lara’s latest is a fitting celebration of her milestone. Here’s to 20 more �����

Rise of the Tomb Raider: 
20 Year Celebration
The First Lady of Gaming enters her second decade 
and takes us on a roaring (and frozen) adventure

PS4, PC / tombraider.com

S
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Rise of the Tomb Raider 
includes a whole mess of 
so-called ‘optional’ tombs 
that hark back to the earlier 
generations of games where 
progress was sometimes 
halted by an intricate ancient 
puzzle. More antique devices 
challenge players (and 
entropy) while hiding optional 
rewards. These areas, often 
accessible only when certain 
upgrades have been unlocked 
and even then involving a spot 
of spelunking and vandalism 
mean that not everyone is 
going to go to all that effort. 
Only… we’re tomb raiders, 
dammit. There’s no such 
thing as optional. Plus, the skill 
upgrades are worth the effort. 

Delving further back into 
history, the 20 Year 
Celebration edition includes 
models from previous games, 
so Tomb Raider II, Chronicles, 
and Angel of Darkness-era 
Laras can try their hand at 
their modern counterpart’s 
adventures. The angular 
polygonal models look out of 
place in those gorgeously 
rendered frozen settings but 
the rush of nostalgia more 
than makes up for it. 

Going underground

She’s a model

Finding each ancient codex 
unlocks abilities you can’t 

get any other way.

You’ll encounter old Soviet 
facilities among the frozen 

wastes and ruins.

79
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STUFF SAYS  A provocative story drives this one, but it has it’s shortcomings �����

Mafia III
Why make mobsters sleep with the fishes 
when there are so many alligators about

PS4, Xbox One, PC 
/ mafiagame.com

hen you think of the Mob 

in popular culture it’s 

either in a modern-day or 

mid-20th century setting. Mafia 3 

shakes up the norm a little with its 

choice of protagonist, its setting, 

its point in America’s timeline, and 

its unflinching take on racism in 

the American South, circa 1968. 

Players take on the role of one 

Lincoln Clay, a black Vietnam War 

veteran and former Special Forces 

operative who may or may not 

have had an Italian father. What 

he definitely has is ties to the 

Black Mob, through his adoptive 

father Sammy Robinson. When 

the New Bordeaux Mafia, run by 

one Sal Marcano, kills Sammy, 

Lincoln’s adoptive brother, a 

friend of theirs, and attempts 

to wipe out Lincoln himself, 

Lincoln Clay goes on a quest for 

revenge against Marcano and all 

he holds dear.

Sounds epic, right? And it is, 

on a purely story level. The 

game’s storyline, which sees 

warring factions facing off from 

the sweaty, alligator-filled 

bayou to the more high-brow 

neighbourhoods, is the definite 

star of the show. Whether it’s the 

excellent cutscenes and narrative 

interludes or the pre-rendered 

interviews that take place after 

the fact, Mafia 3’s story is the 

throbbing engine in this open 

world game. It’s a shame a lot of 

the bodywork is just stapled on. 

This tale is beset by bland 

gameplay, graphical glitches, and 

repetitive tasks that make getting 

to the end somewhat of a chore. 

The opening heist, involving 

breaking in to a vault and stealing 

money destined for destruction, 

hints at how good Mafia 3 could 

have been. There are still more 

hints at other high points during 

the game but mostly players are 

going to be travelling to Point A and 

killing enemies before travelling to 

Point B and repeating the process. 

Over and over and over again. With 

no fast-travel option in sight.

The repetition is a waste of the 

collection of American muscle 

cars, rocking ‘60s music and the 

scattering of social commentary 

to be found around the open world 

of New Bordeaux. There are some 

refined touches but they are few 

and far between and gameplay 

quickly gets boring. It’s a standard 

mix of third-person sandbox 

action, from driving cars and 

boats to running around the city, 

but there’s no compelling reason 

to do any of it. Players will find 

themselves chasing the next 

cutscene and while they are 

worth the effort, it’s a close-run 

thing. We can see what Mafia 3 

could have been and what we 

got… that makes us a little sad.

W
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History lesson

Partners in crime

Vito Scaletta is a familiar, if 
somewhat older, face in the 
Mafia series. Scaletta is the 
protagonist of Mafia II, 2K’s 
previous game set just after 
World War II. We won’t spoil 
the events of that game but 
the eventual result is that Vito 
is sent to New Bordeux to 
work for Sal Marcano. Working 
conditions in the River Row 
area that Scaletta is supposed 
to control have deteriorated, 
reaching a head when he 
encounters Lincoln Clay – just 
in time, too. The results of the 
new partnership that forms… 
well, that’s up to you. 

An Irishman, an Italian, and a 
Haitian walk into a game. This 
is no joke though, Lincoln’s 
partners are very varied 
indeed and the rewards they 
offer, should you choose to 
lavish attention on each, are 
just as different. Turn control of 
districts and rackets over to 
Haitian boss Cassandra and 
you’ll upgrade your weapons, 
including  getting access to 
weapon deliveries.  Vito’s 
upgrade tree nets players 
health and stamina upgrades, 
keeping you going in a firefight. 
Thomas Burke, the Irish 
mobster of the trio, is all about 
cars. Car deliveries, upgrades, 
and being able to call the cops 
off for a bit are all available if 
you choose his upgrade path. 

Illegal actions will catch 
police attention and they 

are quite persistent.

It goes like this: Find 
racket, destroy racket and 

assign racket.
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TWO WEEKS WITH THE FITBIT CHARGE 2

DAY 01

R3 000 / fitbit.co.za 

The Fitbit Charge HR has long been our go-to fitness tracker. 
Can its successor top it? We spent a fortnight finding out

Unpack the Fitbit Charge 2 and 

the first thing you’ll notice are the 

interchangeable straps. That’s 

something we’ve been dying to 

see on Fitbit’s Charge devices. 

With the Charge and Charge HR 

you had to commit to a strap 

colour upfront, and if you 

damaged it you had to replace 

the whole thing.

The second thing you’ll 

notice is the charger. It’s a peg-

like contraption that clips around 

the Charge 2 and has a USB plug 

on the end. Sigh. Again, none 

of our other Fitbit chargers 

are compatible.

At least pairing to our phone 

is as speedy as with previous 

Fitbits. Right, time to take it for 

a walk. As our phone gets calls 

and messages the Charge 2 

vibrates and displays the name, 

number or message on screen. 

This only works for phone 

calls, text messages and 

calendar notifications, though. 

Sorry WhatsApp.

At ten minutes to the hour 

we’re encouraged to go for a 

250-step stroll. Nice. We could 

use a coffee anyway.

Like previous Charges, the 

Charge 2 has a button on the 

left-hand side for moving 

between display information, but 

tapping the display now lets us 

drill down a little further. Bring up 

heart-rate info and a tap shows 

us our resting HR. Fancy.

Ooh, what’s this? At the end of 

the display options there’s a new 

“Relax” feature. We tap the 

screen to select a two- or five-

minute guided breathing session, 

push the button and time our 

breathing to a swelling and 

shrinking on-screen circle. Two 

minutes later and we’re feeling 

calmer already.

Charged to go

Definitely more evolution than revolution, but 
the larger screen is great for spot checks

A bigger 
display, but 

still five days 
on a charge. 

Win!
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max (calculated from our age, 

height, weight, HR info and tracked 

exercise), according to it we’re in 

“very good” shape for someone 

our age. Huzzah! Still, Fitbit says if 

we exercise a little harder or drop a 

little weight we can improve our 

score. Oh well, you win some…

DAY 09
With sore legs from an overly 

ambitious weekend run we’ve 

decided to hit the local public pool, 

but remember we have to leave 

the Charge 2 in our bag just before 

diving in. Unlike the cheaper, less 

feature-rich Flex 2, this Fitbit isn’t 

swim-friendly. Boo.

DAY 14
Two weeks down the line we’re 

still enjoying the Charge 2’s 

improved display… but haven’t 

really noticed much else that 

would make us recommend it 

over the Charge HR. The guided 

breathing isn’t essential by any 

means, we can’t do anything more 

with the notifications than we 

could on the HR and the VO2 max 

measure isn’t specific enough to 

make us pay more attention to it 

than to that other basic measure 

of fitness: resting HR. The purple 

strap we’ve stuck on it today is 

very fetching, though.

DAY 02
Come 6am and we’re roused from 

our slumber by the Charge 2 

vibrating on our wrist. There’s no 

option to be woken at the best 

time based on our sleep cycles, 

but at least we haven’t disturbed 

the human sharing our duvet (or 

the cat).

A quick look at the app and, well, 

it all looks very familiar. We can see 

how long we slept and how good 

that manufacturing of Zs actually 

was… just like we can with every 

other Fitbit device. Nothing new 

here, then.

After work, it’s time to go for a 

run, and here things are pretty 

similar, too. If we want GPS 

tracking (and we do, no fibbing 

about 4km being 5km here) – or 

tunes – we need to take our 

phone along. And starting tracking 

requires opening the app, then the 

exercise screen, then tapping the 

stopwatch icon, waiting for a GPS 

lock… and now we’re good to go. 

Except we don’t get any on-wrist 

info as we go, even though the 

app’s tracking things. Weird.

DAY 04
Digging around the app there’s a 

new bit of info under the Heart 

Rate menu called Cardio Fitness. 

Basically a guestimation of VO2 

STUFF SAYS
A cosmetic 
update to the 
still superb 
Charge HR, but 
by no means 
an essential 
upgrade if 
your HR is 
going strong
★★★★✩

01 Interchangeable 
straps should mean 
greater longevity
02 More info at a 
glance and still five 
days on a charge

03 No really compelling 
new features
04 Another unnecessary 
proprietary charger
05 Still can’t track 
swimming

Donut of Truth™

Battery life 5 days 

Mobile support 

Android, iOS, 
Windows Phone 

Weight 34.9g 
Connectivity 

Bluetooth 4.0 
Display OLED 
monochrome 

Sensors 3-axis 
accelerometer, 
altimeter, 
optical HR

Tech specs
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This offer brought to you in association with:

For help 
setting up 

your WeChat 

Wallet turn 
to p8

GET 40% OFF
BUY NOW &

Scan the QR code below with WeChat 
to buy the Apple TV 32GB 4th Gen right 
now with WeChat Wallet

* Limited to 50 units
1. This promotional offer (“Offer”) is brought to you by JD Consumer Electronics and Appliances (Pty) Ltd t/a Incredible Connection (“we”, “us”, “our”) and relates to all products offered for sale by 

us together with specified WeChat Wallet discounts, as promoted in the Stuff Magazine issue dated 21 November 2016 (“Magazine”). 2. This Offer is available from 21 November 2016 until midnight 
on 18 December 2016 (“Promo Period”) and only for so long as stocks of the products last. 3. The discounted prices on the products are only available if the products are purchased via our shop in 

WeChat. This means that during the Promo Period you use the WeChat app to scan the QR Code displayed next to any of our products in the Magazine and, once directed to our shopfront within 
WeChat, proceed to purchase that product using your WeChat Wallet. 4. To participate in this Offer, you need to be a WeChat Wallet user. Terms of use and eligibility requirements apply. (The 

WeChat Wallet is also only available to iOS and Android devices with WeChat version 6.3.7.) 5. This Offer may only be taken up once per product type, per customer. 6. We need not honour or 
continue this Offer, in any specific instance or generally, in the event of fraud, unlawful or abusive behaviour, or if unforeseen circumstances prevent us from doing so.86

NOW 
R1 749 

Was R2 899

40% off  with 

WeChat Wallet

PLUS 
Free delivery 

in RSA

Apple TV 32GB 4th Gen
The future of television starts with apps. You already use apps like Netflix and ShowMax to 

watch TV on your mobile devices. The same thing is happening with apps on your big screen, 

and Apple TV is designed around this reality. The Siri Remote with Touch surface takes the 

effort out of searching through all these apps to find something great to watch. In addition, 

the App Store brings games and apps to your television with big experiences created 

specifically for the living room.
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you've 
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1  American Tourister 
Lightrax 55cm Spinner
R2 500 / samsonite.co.za
2  Zegna driving cap,

R6 800 / zegna.com
3  Zegna pocket leather square

R9 300 / zegna.com
4  G-Star Raw white Restored Denim

R3 200 / g-star.com/en_za
5  Armani Code Profumo eau de 

parfum 60ml
R1 300 / redsquare.co.za
6  Bally Herico sneaker-brogue 

in tobacco
R8 450 / khaliques.co.za
7  Gucci Interlocking-G key ring, 

Rtba / gucci.com
8  Happy Socks 

(part of gift box of four)
R650 / khaliques.co.za
9  Cartier Santos-Dumont 

Adventurer sunglasses
R10 900 / cartier.com
10  The Kooples Sport aqua polo shirt
R2 000 / brandgroup.co.za
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1  G-Star Raw denim boots 
R4 000 / g-star.com/en_za
2  Missibaba Justin Belt 

R1050 / Missibaba.com
3  Porsche Design sunglasses 

(PD8606-B5) 
R4 625 / SDM Eyewear 0113347020
4  G-Star Raw Whistler  

padded vest 
R3 000 / g-star.com/en_za
5  Missibaba Boombox  

Jungle bag 
R9 100 / Missibaba.com
6  Simon & Mary olive  

Audrey fedora 
Rtba / simonandmary.co.za
7  Paul Smith socks 

R450 / surteegroup.com/Brands/
Paul-Smith
8  Polo khaki shorts 

R800 / spree.co.za
9  Abercrombie & Fitch  

First Instinct Homme Eau de 
Toilette 100ml 
R1 195 / redsquare.co.za
10  Lipidol aftershave oil 
R80 / clicks.co.za
11  Paul Smith ‘Ghetto’ toiletry bag 

R3 150 / surteegroup.com/Brands/
Paul-Smith

10

8

2
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3
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1

9

1  H&M straw hat 
R200 / hm.com/za
2  Piquadro bag 

R76 / khaliques.co.za
3  H&M flipflops 

R130 / hm.com/za
4  Zadig & Voltaire This is Him! 

Eau de Toilette 100ml 
R1 075 / redsquare.co.za
5  Zegna folding sunglasses 

with leather pouch 
R6 200 / zegna.com
6  FujiFilm Instax mini 8 

R1 100 / fujifilm.co.za
7  Lipidol sunscreen oil SPF20 

R79 / clicks.co.za
8  Nimue Man lip care 

R70 / nimueskin.com
9  Paul Smith classic  

swimming shorts 
R2 295 / surteegroup.com/
Brands/Paul-Smith

6

8
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1  Adidas rollup back pack 
R1 100 / adidas.co.za
2  Adidas 83-C track top 

R1 300 / adidas.co.za
3  The Kooples Sport red polo shirt 

R2 000 / brandgroup.co.za
4  Superdry Honolulu swim shorts 

R1500 / superdry.com
5  Adidas Ultra Boost running shoes 

R2 600 / adidas.co.za
6  Lacoste Eau de Toilette 100ml, 

R1 215 / redsquare.co.za
7  H&M water bottle, R150 

R150 / hm.com/za
8  Speedo briefs 

R500 / totalsports.co.za
9  Speedo googles 

R570 / totalsports.co.za
10  Oakley sunglasses (9188-54) 
R2 000 / luxottica.com/en

2
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1  Samsonite Octolite 55cm Spinner 
R3 500 / samsonite.co.za
2  Tosoni brown formal lace up 

R1 800 / spitz.co.za
3  Kurt Geiger belt (SA3524) 

R800 / kurtgeiger.co.za
4  Tom Ford Black Orchid Eau de Parfum 50ml 

R1450 / redsquare.co.za
5  Paul Smith Pencil cufflinks 

R2 200 / surteegroup.com/Brands/Paul-Smith
6  Kurt Geiger formal shirt 

R770 / kurtgeiger.co.za
7  Silk scarf 

R150 / hm.com/za
8  Tom Ford eyewear (TF4304-093-5) 

R2 325 / SDM Eyewear 0113347020
9  Swatch watch (DYVS433G 

R2 550 / swatch.com/en_za
10  iPad Mini Damier Grey Sleeve 
Rtba / louisvuitton.com
11  Happy Socks (part of gift box of four) 

R650 / khaliques.co.za

8
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6
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2
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1  Thule Crossover 38L Rolling
R5 500 / thule.co.za
2  Jack Daniels Gentleman Jack

R300 / jackdaniels.com/whiskey/gentleman-jack
3  Nic Harry Pink Triangles silk pocket square

R250 / nicharry.com
4  Chanel Bleu de Chanel 20ml eau de toilette 

refillable travel spray with two refills
R1 315 / available at Edgars, Foschini and Truworths
5  Carvela black patent loafers

R2 000 / spitz.co.za
6  Kurt Geiger belt

R800 / kurtgeiger.co.za
7  Chanel Coco Chain Blue Square sunglasses

R5 600 / luxottica.com
8  Paul Smith mini domino set

Rtba / surteegroup.com/Brands/Paul-Smith
9  Paul Smith playing card cufflinks

R1 950 / surteegroup.com/Brands/Paul-Smith
10  Paul Smith ‘Shadow Spot’ shirt
R3 800 / surteegroup.com/Brands/Paul-Smith
11  Paul Smith ‘Shadow Spot’ scarf

R3 000 / surteegroup.com/Brands/Paul-Smith
12  Nic Harry Deco Dance bamboo socks
R200 / nicharry.com



*Recommended retail price is R1499. SA only. DStv Premium is R759 per month. R85 monthly access payable when using the DStv Explora. Installation costs may vary. 
Terms & Conditions apply (E&OE). Visit dstv.com for more info. 
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ENJOY THE POWER OF GREAT 
ENTERTAINMENT THIS FESTIVE SEASON

Rugby: 1 & 2 DEC and 10 & 11 DEC - SS1

RENT THE LATEST BLOCKBUSTERS ON YOUR DStv EXPLORA FOR JUST R35

dstv.com/premiumBEST VIEWED WITH THE DStv EXPLORA

R1499*

LATEST AND 
GREATEST

SPORTS LIVE IN HD

SUNDAY MOVIES
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Congratulations to our Oticon winner: Rick Parry and our Click10 winners: Cleolynn January and Jaco Verster 
and our Fitbit winners: Jonathan Elliott, Gareth Holley, Amitabh Javer and Michelle Drobis

Q  BLUETOOTH 
DRIVING ME NUTS

I have a problem with my Samsung 

Galaxy Note 5 (not the Note 7). 

When I switch Google Maps on 

at home and enter a destination 

the voice directions come on 

immediately. When I get into the 

car there are no voice instructions. I 

have a VW Golf and I connect my 

phone via Bluetooth. The phoning 

and receiving calls work like it 

should. I have the same problem 

when I use Waze. Please help.

Hennie

A  It's tough to troubleshoot 

without having the phone 

and car in front of us, but it could 

be one of the two following things: 

First, check the settings in Google 

Maps (Settings > Navigation 

Settings > Play Audio over 

Bluetooth) and make sure that 

Play audio over Bluetooth is 

selected. Second, your car may be 

connecting to the phone over 

Bluetooth, but unless you're also 

streaming music from the phone 

(say you're listening to the radio 

instead) or otherwise ensuring the 

car's audio source is Bluetooth, you 

won't hear the audio instructions.

ALWAYS ON CALL
facebook.com/stuffsa ● @StuffSA 
stuff@stuff.co.za

MAIL OF THE MONTH

Speak your brains to Stuff and you could win!   This letter wins a Brother P-Touch E100 Labelling Machine worth R1 199.

A 21-litre pack with SafeEdge laptop protection and compartments 
for essential daily gear. This pack fits a 15in MacBook® Pro/14in PC 
plus a tablet and has a dedicated safezone for your fragile items.

Q  NOT MUCH, JUST 
4K VR, CHEAP

I am looking for a quality VR 

headset that is under R16 000. I 

need it to be simple to set up and 

have at least 4K graphics. I have 

PlayStation but I am not sure 

when it is coming to SA. My four 

options are: Oculus Rift, HTC Five, 

PS VR or the Microsoft Hololens. 

Which one should I get?

Teagan

A  If you're after the Oculus or 

the HTC Vive, you're going to 

need a beast of a gaming PC. If 

you have that, the HTC Vive is the 

best you can get at the moment 

– but it's not available in SA 

officially yet. As for PlayStation 

VR, that is coming early next year. 

Look for it at the end of January 

2017. Microsoft's Hololens isn't 

available anywhere yet. 

Developer units are very, very 

expensive at the moment. It'll still 

be a year or two before that hits 

the market. The Rift, Vive or the 

PS VR should all come in under 

R16000 when they're available, so 

that's something. And 4K… we’re 

all waiting on that. 

Q  AN EXPLOSIVE 
QUESTION

I have found myself in quite a 

pickle. I have been waiting for 

Samsung Galaxy Note 7, and 

had pre-ordered it. But then the 

explosion saga started, and I've 

now found myself questioning 

my loyalties. The iPhone 7 Plus 

has me interested, and the dual 

camera with the inevitable 

Portrait update seems to be 

very promising. I value camera 

and user experience above all, 

and obviously want a screen that 

impresses. I have read your review 

of the Note 7 in your latest edition, 

and was wondering what your 

stance is on the biggest rivalry in 

the phone industry. Is it worth 

spending more for the iPhone?

Mercia

A  This one was answered 

back before the second 

recall so… for 2016, the iPhone 7 is 

the winner, since you can’t (and 

shouldn’t) buy the Note 7. But 

we’re expecting 2017 to be just as 

frantic a fight between Apple and 

Samsung. We’re hearing rumbles 

about the S8 already. 

Q  STUFF DRONES ON… 
AND ON

I know of a lot of drones on the 

market these days have some 

form of a camera mounted. I 

wanted to know which drones are 

the best for nature and landscape 

photography, since I am an avid 

user of Instagram, and also the 

best value for money. Keep in 

mind my budget is sitting around 

R10 000. I've had a rough look at 

DJI's Phantom 3 and some Parrot 

drones, including the Bepop and 

AR drones. Are these any good, 

and if so where can I find them?

Henry

A  Honestly? Make your 

budget bigger. We’d 

suggest getting to grips with a 

R3000 or so drone (like the early 

Parrot units) so you can get a feel 

for piloting something that will… 

probably break or get lost. Then, 

drop R15 900 on a DJI 3 Advanced 

(myistore.co.za) and you’ll have 

just what you were looking for. 

Except for coming in under 

budget. Sorry about that. 

Next month’s mail 
of the month wins a 
Thule Enroute 2 Triumph 
Daypack worth R1 500
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Searing with 
techy genius, 

a product that’s 
set our hearts 

afl ame.

This gadget has 
leapt straight 
outta testing 
and into our 

rankings.

Time changes 
everything, 

including Stuff  
Top Ten placings. 

A solid gold 
bargain. 

Worth owning, 
regardless of 

cashfl ow.
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BUY

UPDATE
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TO USE 
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TOP 
TEN

O F  E V E R Y T H I N GNEW



HOT 
BUY

Apple iPhone 7 
from R13 000 / myistore.co.za 

The iPhone 7’s modest upgrades 

all come together to make a much 

more significant whole than you’d 

expect – in typical Apple fashion, 

the experience is just so polished. 

Losing the 3.5mm jack stings, 

though... and you don’t get the 

7 Plus’s extra camera. 

OnePlus 3
R10 000 / takealot.com

You might recall this handset from 

our September 2016 issue as the 

Best Phone in the World. We stand 

by that but it’s a little hard to get in 

South Africa, what with shipping 

from China and customs officials 

potentially standing in the way. 

Amazing, if you can get it. 

Samsung Galaxy S6 Edge
����� from R11 000 / samsung.com/za
Sure it’s from 2015 but Samsung’s S6 Edge really 

wowed us and… it still kinda does.

Google Nexus 6P
����� from R10 000 / store.orange.com/za
Want to sample the fruit of Google’s labours? You’ve 

got a hunt on your hands but the prize is worthy.

LG G5
����� from R10 500 / lg.com/za
LG’s modular effort is the most innovative of the lot. 

Just keep it away from water and steam.  

Huawei P9
����� R8 900 / huawei.com/za
The phone that made it to market first, the P9 will 

give you some bokeh with its twin Sony shooters. 

Xiaomi Mi 5 
����� R8 000 / mia.africa.com
Looks like a Galaxy S-something, and it costs about 

four grand less. Specs justify the price of admission. 

Vodafone Smart Prime 7
����� R1 800 / vodacom.co.za
Good looks , good specs, and a price that won’t make 

your wallet hide in a corner. What more do you want?

Apple iPhone SE
����� from R8 500 / myistore.co.za
Cheap, in Apple terms, isn’t terribly. It’s a 6s in a 5s 

frame, so it’s made for those longing for the old days.
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TOP TENS    SMARTPHONES

FOR UP-TO-DATE NEWS VISIT STUFF.CO.ZA OR FACEBOOK.COM/STUFFSA OR TWITTER @STUFFSA

Samsung Galaxy S7
from R13 000 / samsung.com/.za

Welcome to the age of ‘sensible Samsung’, a 
smartphone maker of dependable excellence. 
The Galaxy S7 is straight up brilliant, setting 
a high bar for all of Samsung’s competitors. It 
looks almost identical to last year’s Galaxy S6 
(except the camera bump has been trimmed), 
but it has a better camera, and has brought 
back the S5’s water-resistance and microSD 
card slot. Plus, it’s got an always-on display and 
a whopping 4GB of RAM. We’re smitten.

1

� NOW ADD THIS  
UAG Composite Case 
Want to toughen up your precious 
Samsung smartphone? Might as 
well make it look the part too. 
R500 / takealot.com

Stuff says �����
An imperious update of our favourite 
phone from last year

Stuff says �����
If you’re looking to import, this is 
the best you can get

Stuff says �����
Now is the perfect time to grab 
Apple’s latest and greatest

96

Head to Settings -> 
Display and you can 
choose what the 
Always On display 
will show. Handy, but 
you’re restricted to 
Samsung’s apps. 

Meaty fingers? 
Hit Settings -> 
Language and Input 
-> Samsung 
Keyboard and you’ll 
be given the option 
to make it bigger. 

TIPS & 
TRICKS

A trip to Camera 
Settings will give you 
the option of 
controlling your S7 
with gestures or 
even your voice. 

BARGAIN 
BUY
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FOR UP-TO-DATE NEWS VISIT STUFF.CO.ZA OR FACEBOOK.COM/STUFFSA OR TWITTER @STUFFSA

PHABLETS    TOP TENS97

Samsung Galaxy S7 Edge
from R15 000 / samsung.com/za

Previously the Edge + devices were 

Samsung’s non-Note phablets, 

but now the S7 is the regular-sized 

device and the S7 Edge the more, 

well, voluptuous. So, while this 

here’s a great smartphone (like 

the S7 on the left), it’s also an 

outstanding phablet. Show-off.

Samsung Galaxy Note 5
from R13 000 / samsung.com/za

 

  

Time to address the elephant in the 

room. Yes, Samsung’s Galaxy Note 

7 has had an explosive interlude 

and we’re never going to own one. 

Samsung is as unhappy about that 

as we are but that also means 

that Samsung’s Note 5, has just 

become the phablet to own. Again.  

Xiaomi Mi Max
����� R4 700  / samsung.com/za
A 6.4in FHD display, 4850mAh battery and 

3GB of RAM for under R5k. Umm, yes please.

Huawei Mate 8
����� R13 000 / huawei.com/za
This phone with a 6in display, octa-core CPU 

and battery that won’t quit loves giant hands.

Sony Xperia Z5 Premium
����� R13 000  / sonymobile.com
You know what this phone needs? A 4K screen… 

said no-one ever but Sony went and made one. 

Microsoft Lumia 950XL
����� from R11 900 / microsoft.com/za
The last oversized Lumia you’ll ever own. 

Microsoft isn’t going to be making any more.

Xiaomi Redmi Note 3
����� from R3 800 / mia.africa.com
From the other Note lineup comes the Redmi 

Note 3, with low prices and good specs.

Huawei Mate 7
����� from R7 000 / huawei.com/za
Need another Mate? The Mate 7 will oblige at 

almost half the price of its newer sibling.

Xiaomi Redmi Note 2
����� from R3 000 / mia.africa.com
The toughest part about choosing the Redmi 

Note 2 over the Redmi Note 3 is the pricing. 

2 3

1

Stuff says �����
It was gone from the list but not 
from our hearts. It’s back now

Stuff says �����
If this isn’t one of their best, it’ll do 
till something better comes along

Apple iPhone 7 Plus
from R15 500 / myistore.co.za

The new 7 and 7 Plus look almost identical to 
last year’s models, except for the glossy jet 
black option and Lightning headphone output. 
But they’re waterproof, processing power and 
battery life have been improved, and the Plus 
gets a tasty dual-lens camera. If you’re looking 
for the top iPhone this year, the 256GB Jet 
Black 7 Plus is your winner but be prepared to 
pay notebook prices for it.

� NOW ADD THIS  Speck Presidio
Wrap your pricey iPhone 7 Plus in a clear 
Speck Presidio cover to increase its 
likelihood of impact survival, while still 
being able to see its glorious design. 
R500 / myistore.co.za

Stuff says �����
Apple’s iPhone 7 Plus is their best device 
yet, leaving us wondering how they’re 
going to improve next year

Change up your 
haptics by going 
to Settings -> 
General -> Home 
Button and selecting 
the response that 
feels right.

Lock the 7 Plus 
camera lenses 
down by going to 
Settings -> Photos & 
Camera -> Record 
Video. Presto – 
no more oopsies. 

TIPS & 
TRICKS

Something gone 
wrong? As unlikely 
as that is, hold down 
the power (right) 
and volume down 
(left) buttons at the 
same time to force 
a restart. 



HOT 
BUY

HOT 
BUY1

Microsoft Surface Pro 3
����� from R18 000 / microsoft.com/za
Technically this one is a hybrid but we can 

forgive a lot for this power and versatility. 

SoundMagic E10S
������R650 / sound-magic.co.za
Small, affordable, with a sound that belies 

their teeny tiny little price. You need these.

Apple iPad Pro 12.9
������R15 000 / myistore.co.za
The other Pro, this one is fuller featured and 

larger. No great shakes as a laptop surrogate. 

Bose QuietComfort 35
������R8 000 / dionwired.co.za
Active noise cancelling. Planes? No problem. 

People? Perish the thought. Just your tunes.

2 2
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Apple iPad Pro 9.7
from R10 000 / myistore.co.za

The iPad Pro 9.7 takes everything we loved about Apple’s 
original 12.9in Pro tablet, makes it a lot more portable, and even 
adds in a few extras of its own. The 9.7in Pro ships with Apple 
Pen support, just like its older bigger brother. The True Tone 
display, which changes automatically based on ambient light 
conditions, is a marvel, while the 12MP shooter is frankly overkill 
for those brave enough to use it in public. It’s expensive, but 
perfection usually comes at a price.

AKG K451
R1 200 / takealot.com

They’ve actually been around a little while now, but what put 
the K451 on-ears back on to our radar was an official price drop, 
and a real-world price of just R1 200. For that money they’re 
unbeatable – awesomely agile and punchy sound wrapped up 
in a subtly stylish and foldable design. Add both standard and 
three-button control cables for maximising compatibility and 
there’s practically no excuse for not getting brilliant sound 
from your phone.

1

Stuff says �����
Incredible power, superb features and near-flawless 
design: the iPad Pro 9.7 is pure tablet perfection

Stuff says �����
Fantastic sound and great portability at an almost 
unbeatable price. Your phone deserves these.
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Stuff says �����
The best small tablet you can buy right now

Stuff says �����
Just the thing for your iPhone 7

Stuff says �����
The best Android slate you’re going to find 

Stuff says �����
Luxury for your ears, inside and out

Apple iPad Mini 4
from R6 500 / myistore.co.za
This is the mini tab we’ve been waiting for. It’s 

1.4mm thinner and 32g lighter, just the right 

size for a great portable entertainment hub, 

and subtle display tweaks will do justice to 

games and graphic novels alike.

AKG Y50BT
from R2 700 / incredible.co.za
Proof that good wireless sound doesn’t have 

to cost the earth: with none of the horrid 

hiss, whine, crack and pop that’s often a 

glitch of Bluetooth cans, these serve up 

detail, with a full charge promising 20 hours. 

Samsung Galaxy Tab S2 9.7
from R9 000 / samsung.com/za
Slimmer and faster, with a brilliant screen and 

serious stamina, the Tab S2 sees Samsung in 

the running for the Android throne. Apple’s 

iPads still offer the best UI and app selection, 

but as Android tabs go, this one’s tops.

Bowers & Wilkins P5 Wireless
R8 000 / takealot.com
The brand’s first foray into wireless brings 

luxury for your ears inside and out: these are 

the Aston Martin DB10s of wire-free cans. If 

you like your sound authoritative, dynamic 

and subtle, you’ll feel right at home. 



PLAYLIST
FIVE GREAT 

AUDIOBOOKS

A Boy Made 
of Blocks
Keith Stuart
A young dad realises 
that Minecraft is 
helping his autistic 
son, Sam, face the 
real world. At almost 
12 hours this is a 
lengthy audiobook, 
but it’s nicely read, 
touching, insightful 
and funny. 
R355 / audible.com

Revenger 
Alastair Reynolds
Th at this is the sci-fi  
specialist’s fi rst 
‘young adult’ book 
is apparent from 
the youthful female 
protaganist narrating 
and the Treasure 
Island-ish adventure 
that unfolds – and 
his imagination is at 
maximum output. 
R335 / audible.com

Infomocracy
Malka Older 
A political thriller 
that’s just the ticket 
for US election year. 
Th is is an audiobook 
you’re going to have 
to concentrate on, 
but it’s worth it: 
a post-cyberpunk 
House of Cards 
crammed full of 
surprises and ideas.
R260 / iTunes

Digging Up 
Mother 
Doug Stanhope
Outspoken US comic 
Stanhope’s memoir 
about his mom is a 
scream. It’s a shame, 
then, that he hands 
large chunks over 
to his podcast pal 
Chad Shank. Nothing 
personal, Shankers, 
but we paid for Doug.
R350 / audible.com

The Dark Forest
Cixin Liu
You don’t have to 
have read the fi rst 
book in Liu’s hard 
sci-fi  trilogy to enjoy 
this follow-up. What 
would humanity do 
if it knew of an alien 
invasion set to arrive 
centuries in the 
future? An intimately 
personal thriller. 
R260 / iTunes

PLAYLIST    TOP TENS99

Love reading, but would rather 

not cause a pile-up on the N1 in 

rush hour traffi  c? Here are some 

fi ne books you can read without 

using your eyeballs…

Get in the game with a tax-free 
investment

What’s on your horizon? A bigger home? 
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Samsung UA48J6300
R12 000 / samsung.com/za

A 48in screen seems to be the 

ideal size for most lounges, and a 

curve makes this Samsung eye-

catching in every respect. The 

performance is stunning and the 

colours have the right balance of 

vividness and subtlety. This is a 

smart TV bargain.

LG 55EC930T
from R25 000 / lg.com/za

Not everybody’s got R50k to blow 

on a flatscreen, and if you have to 

choose between OLED and 4K it’s 

OLED we’d take right now. The 

awesome colours, super-deep 

blacks and amazing contrast will 

make everything you already 

watch look extra amazing.  

Samsung UA55JS7200K
����� R23 000 / samsung.com/za

Smart TVs should all be this good. You’ll want it in 

4K but it’ll do well if you’re only running 1080p.

Samsung UA55JS8000
����� R31 000 / samsung.com/za
Powerful sound, eye-popping colours, and more 

pixels than we can count. Worth the price? Yes.

LG 65UF650T
����� R32 600 / lg.com/za
Last year’s award winner still has what it takes 

to turn heads in the direction of its 4K screen. 

Hisense 55M7000
����� R15 000 / hisense.co.za
Who’d think R15k would net you a 4K, 55in 

TV for your home? Hisense, that’s who. 

Samsung 65JU6600
������R30 000 / samsung.com/za
Once our top TV, this 6-Series still finds a place 

on the Top 10. Even if it has been supplanted. 

Samsung 55JS9000
������R40 000 / samsung.com/za
Pricey for an older model curved 4K screen but 

we’d still feature this one in the games room. 

Hisense 50K321UW
������R9 000 / hisense.co.za
It’s over nine thousaaand?! Er… no. But it’s 4K at 

that price so settle down there, Vegeta. 
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LG 55EG960V
R48 000 / lg.com/za

We knew that one day OLED and 4K would be 
joined in holy matrimony, and that the results 
would be rather special. That day is now upon 
us and ‘special’ doesn’t quite do it justice. This 
55in/139cm LG is the new pinnacle of TV tech 
and performance, combining the unbelievable 
colours, contrast and brightness of OLED with 
the super-sharp, ultra-detailed images of 4K to 
create a picture that’s more real and enticing 
than looking out of the window.

1

� NOW ADD THIS  Microsoft Xbox One S 
A fine games console and a 4K Blu-ray 
player all in one. Grab yourself a copy 
of Forza Horizon 3 and you’ll see how 
much difference HDR makes to gaming.
Rtba / xbox.com/za

Stuff says �����
It’s mighty pricey, but if you’re after the 
finest flatscreen known to man, this is it

Stuff says �����
It’s not 4K but it’s not priced like 
one, either

Stuff says �����
A good lot of inches and significantly 
cheaper than some of its rivals 

100

Torn between Game of 
Thrones and Mr Robot 
(you pirate you)? WebOS 
3.0 lets you split your 
screen across two channels. 

Want to watch 
Netflix in 4K? You’ll 
have to opt for its 
most costly Ultra 
HD package. 

TIPS & 
TRICKS



YOUR 
STREAMING 
ESSENTIALS

Ray Donovan
Once you’ve put the kids to bed visit Hollywood 

with Ray Donovan as he fi xes problems for 
everyone except himself. Wheeling and dealing 

are what he does best and Ray always 
keeps his word.  Always. 

Designated Survivor
Imagine Jack Bauer as the President of the 

United States. If that’s not enough to sell you 
on Designated Survivor, then we honestly 

don’t know what else to say. Jack Bauer! 
POTUS! Come on.

Parks and Recreation
Th e best sitcom since the turn of the millennium, 

and we don’t make that claim lightly. A truly 
laugh-a-minute show that’s stuff ed full of 
comedic talent, from Amy Poehler to Chris 

Pratt and Aziz Ansari.

Black Mirror
A very British take on classic sci-fi  series like Th e 
Outer Limits and Th e Twilight Zone, Black Mirror 

will take you places. Th ey won’t be places you 
want to go, sometimes, but the high-tech take 

on twisted horror will thrill you. 

SHOWMAX

NETFLIX

Don’t settle for yet another 

episode of Th e Big Bang 
Th eory – these are the TV 

shows, movies and events 

you really need to watch

NEW TO STREAMING    TOP TENS101
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8Dell XPS 13
from R31 500 / dell.co.za

The original XPS 13 was already 

a great lightweight laptop, but 

now Dell has given it a Windows 10 

refresh. If the last one was the 

thinking person’s ultrabook, this 

is that and a whole lot more. 

With improved battery life and 

performance, it’s hard to beat.

MSI GT72VR 6QE
from R48 000 / evetech.co.za

Get your game on with MSI’s 

GT72VR, a humongous VR-ready 

gaming notebook toting Nvidia’s 

new Pascal GTX 1070 8GB GPU, 

16GB of RAM and a Core i7-6700 

HQ. Whether you’re using the 

17.3in/44cm display or a headset, 

you’re totally sorted. 

Acer Predator 17
����� from R34 000 / acer.co.za
As far as gaming goes, the Predator 17 is fairly 

cheap for what you get. Look for a refresh soon. 

Apple MacBook
����� from R18 000 / myistore.co.za
Aside from an extra hour’s battery life, the 2016 

MacBook isn’t that different to the previous one.  

HP Spectre 13
����� R30 000 / hp.co.za
The world’s thinnest notebook? Maybe. Did 

they leave any bits out? That’s a huge ‘no’. 

Apple MacBook Air 13in
������from R18 000 / myistore.co.za
If a portable road warrior is what you’re after, 

this slinky MacBook remains a great choice.

Microsoft Surface Book
������from R38 000 / microsoft.com/za
A Microsoft notebook, at long last, and the 

ensuing hardware is pretty darned impressive. 

3

TOP TENS    LAPTOPS
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Apple MacBook Pro
from R25 000 / myistore.co.za

Apple’s just updated the MacBook Pro range, 
but more on that next month. If you’re looking 
for a lappie in the interim, the last gen still offers 
a fancy trackpad and the latest generation of 
Intel CPUs, which deliver better stamina as well 
as a chunk more power. Even with the updated 
versions looming, this Pro’s USB 3.0 and HDMI 
ports are more than enough to keep it right at 
the top of the laptop honours list. Need power 
as well as stamina and portability? You’ve got it.

1

� NOW ADD THIS  Western Digital 
My Passport Wireless Pro
This 3TB wireless hard drive 
is easy to set up and packed 
with features.
R4 100 / raru.co.za

Stuff says �����
Performance and the trackpad are 
top of their respectives classes

Stuff says �����
Get ready for the VR revolution with 
this desktop-spec gaming notebook

Stuff says �����
An excellent Windows 10 Ultrabook, 
small in size but big on specs
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Siri on MacOS Sierra 
allows you to search 
for photos on the web 
and your laptop, then 
drag them into apps.

Save on space by 
getting your Mac to 
optimise its storage. 
This will reduce the 
clutter from big files.

TIPS & 
TRICKS

HP Pavilion 15
������from R25 000 / hp.co.za
Plain covers conceal the fact that this boring-

looking machine hides some gaming skillz. 

ASUS ROG GL752VW
������from R30 000 / asus.com/za
Gaming in the mid-range, with plenty of power 

in the CPU. We’re waiting on Pascal now.



3

HOT 
BUY

HOT 
BUY1

3

1

2

SMARTWATCHES, FITNESS TRACKERS    TOP TENS

Garmin Vivomove
������R3 000 / garmin.co.za
Free up a space on your wrist – this is 

everything you need from a fitness watch. 

Misfit Shine
������R1 500 / superbalist.com
The Shine is a R1 500 tracker that feels 

anything but cheap. Basic, but good.

Samsung Gear S2
������from R4 800 / samsung.com/za
The rotating bezel is a genius bit of design. 

Needs more apps, though.

2

4
Moov Now
������R1 200 / quantifi.co.za
Not just a tracker but a trainer, offering  

guided workouts with voice coaching.
4

5 5
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Apple Watch Series 2
from R6 900 / myistore.co.za

Last year’s Apple Watch was already the best smartwatch 
to date; now it’s found its focus. The Series 2 devices come 
with an array of upgrades – more power, a brighter screen 
– along with a greater emphasis on fitness functions without 
a phone in tow. Both GPS and waterproofing make this a far 
more compelling gadget for exercise obsessives. No alternative 
is as fast or as well made, or has the same quality and quantity 
of bespoke apps.

Garmin Fenix 3 HR
from R12 000 / garmin.co.za

The Fenix 3 HR is the smartest watch you can buy. It adds the HR 
tracking missing on the regular Fenix 3, it’ll work with Android or 
iOS, track every sweaty activity from skiing to SUPing, includes 
GPS, and lasts up to a week on a charge. It’ll track steps and 
sleep, too, but it’s a bit big for bedtime. If you have to be informed 
of stats and figures you didn’t know your body possessed then 
the Garmin Fenix 3 HR is the only device you want to take on 
your sea-air-land expeditions.

Stuff says �����
Apple’s small tweaks and renewed sports focus add up 
to make the Series 2 a watershed wearable

Stuff says �����
Serious about your fitness? There’s no better wearable 
for your well-toned arm appendage

Stuff says �����
The Time Steel is the best Pebble you can buy

Stuff says �����
A basic fitness friend but it’s all most will need

Stuff says �����
The Blaze is built to be a great workout buddy
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Pebble Time Steel
R3 300 / pebble.com
It’s very similar to the Pebble Time, but 

the extra Gorilla Glass 3 on the front makes 

the Steel a bit less damage-prone; and the 

bonus battery life means it’ll last for a solid 

week of proper use. 

Fitbit Charge HR
from R2 700 / fitbit.com
The Alta is simple, the Surge is bulky and the 

Blaze more than most people need. Which is 

why Fitbit’s Charge HR remains our favourite 

tracker. A built-in HR monitor, pedometer, 

altimeter and it tells the time? Perfect.

Fitbit Blaze
R4 000 / fitbit.com
Almost as much a fitness tracker as it is 

a smartwatch, the Blaze delivers accurate 

heart-rate tracking, multi-sport modes 

and a lovely interface – even if its design 

won’t appeal to everyone.

Stuff says �����
All-round tracker with sensors and stamina

Garmin Vivoactive HR
R5 600 / garmin.co.za
Garmin has a frankly bewildering array of 

fitness trackers and outdoorsy GPS 

watches, but the Vivoactive HR is the one 

you really want. It’s packed with long-lasting, 

easy-to-use rewarding fitness cleverness.

BARGAIN 
BUY
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SUPERCHARGE 
YOUR iMESSAGES

TEXT A 
POSTCARD

You can bolt all sorts of 
tools, games and stickers 
onto your messages in iOS 
10. Here are our favourite 
ways to spice up Apple’s 
WhatsApp rival…

��Grammar Snob. If you’re 
on Team Lynne Truss and 
can’t stand friends who 
haven’t fathomed the 
diff erence between ‘your’ 
and ‘you’re’, take you’re 
revenge – sorry, your 
revenge – using the 
Grammar Snob sticker 
set which lets you 
correct messages in 
patronising red ink.

��iTranslate. Th is app 
replaces your keyboard 
in Messages. Flags denote 
which languages the app 
will translate between; 
you simply tap out words 
and let iTranslate perform 
its magic. 

��OpenTable. Th is adds 
focus to message threads 
that are attempting to 
settle on a place to eat. 
Pick a location, select 
some restaurants (along 
with a time, date and 
how many will be going), 
and then vote directly 
in Messages.

Tourist postcards are 
cheesy and impersonal. 
Digital photos aren’t as 
special as physical post. 
Solution: turn your snaps 
into real postcards with 
this handy service...

1 Choose your snap. 
Flick through your 
phone’s bulging camera 
roll and settle on your 
best holiday snap. Text 
this photo to the number 
on the postacard.io 
homepage. 

2 Write your message. 
When you get the 
prompt, type in the 
message you want 
to appear plastered 
on the back of the card.

3 Go postal. Now fi ll in 
the address (Postacard 
can send to anywhere 
in the world), cough up 
the $3 (R40), and it’ll 
arrive within the week. 
Return to your mojito.

Xbox 360 Slim
������from R2 500 / xbox.com/za
Technically the better console, but for one 

thing. Having to pay to play with mates 

grates. Hard. 

Nintendo Wii U
������from R4 800 / nintendo.co.za
While it hasn’t had the impact of the original 

Wii, don’t underestimate the U’s fun factor. 

TOP TENS    CONSOLES

Xbox One S
Rtba / xbox.com/za

The Xbox One S dumps all the stuff that didn’t make sense about 
Microsoft’s third proper games console – Kinect, the R7 000+ 
asking price, that fugly power brick – and the result is that it 
looks and feels like an even more enticing machine than the PS4. 
And when compared to the upcoming PS4 Pro, you can’t help 
but notice that it also has a 4K Blu-ray player… while Sony’s new 
machine doesn’t. Which means that if you’re the proud owner 
of a fancy Ultra HD TV, this is now the console to get.

1

Stuff says �����
The best games console you buy right now, thanks to its 
4K smarts, not to mention exclusives like Gears of War 4
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Stuff says �����
Better than the old PS4 in almost every way

Stuff says �����
If you missed out the past decade, now’s your 
chance to fix it

PlayStation 4 Slim
Rtba / playstation.com/za
This is the old PS4 squeezed into a 20% 

smaller package, and it still delivers an 

awesome console gaming experience. 

But if you see a 4K TV in your future, you’re 

better off saving for the PS4 Pro.

PlayStation 3 Slim
from R3 000 / playstation.com/za
The PS3 is more of a value proposition than 

ever, what with the new consoles out and 

about. A reduced price, massive back 

catalogue and… did we mention the reduced 

price. Bonus: Online play is still free, too. 

FOR UP-TO-DATE NEWS VISIT STUFF.CO.ZA OR FACEBOOK.COM/STUFFSA OR TWITTER @STUFFSA
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THE BIG 
QUESTION

WHAT’S THE BEST 
PASSWORD APP?

THE 
FAMILY 
FRIEND

LASTPASS 
from Free (R182/yr for Premium) 
lastpass.com
During its eight-year existence 
(an eternity in internet time), 
LastPass has picked up the best 
all-round set of password skills 
we’ve seen, along with a very 
glossy interface. Setup is more 
of a trudge than a stroll in the 
park – you have to type in your 
existing logins manually – but 
it has a great password generator 
that comes up with virtually 
unbreakable codes. 

Once you’ve added all your 
details, you can check out your 
chops in Security Challenge. It 
rates your password quality, spits 
out a percentage score and even 
ranks you among the hundreds 
of thousands of LastPass users. 
If you manage to squeeze into the 

from Free (R430/yr for Premium) 
dashlane.com
If LastPass is the trusty veteran 
of the password world, Dashlane 
is the youthful charmer. It’s 
the friendliest one we’ve used, 
helpfully snagging all of the 
passwords from your browser 
when you log in, which saves a lot 
of eff ort. Dashlane also suggests 
sites you might want to add, so 
you’re not left racking your brain 
for logins you’ve left out. 

You can request passwords with 
actual words, so they don’t look like 
the cat walked over your keyboard. 
And if you have a phone with a 
fi ngerprint scanner, you can use 
that instead of a master password.

from Free (R330/yr for Premium) 
keepersecurity.com 
Keeper might look like it belongs 
in a bad hacker movie, but 
its minimalist interface is 
super-customisable. It’s keen 
on sharing: you can make a shared 
folder from the app’s top layer, 
which is perfect for household 
Wi-Fi passwords. Th ere’s also a 
family plan (R930/yr), which 
gives fi ve people personal vaults 
for their most un-losable fi les. 

top 1000, your security must be 
much, much better than ours. 

LastPass will auto-login to 
websites and works on your 
laptop as well as your phone, 
though you need Premium access 
for more than one device. Still, at 
less than R20 a month, it’s great 
value – and that makes this our 
go-to password bouncer. 

BEST 
MULTI-
TASKER

FOR 
TECHNO-
PHOBES

LastPass lets you add a friend or 
relative to your account so they 
can get access to your logins in 
an emergency. But your other 
half doesn’t get to sneak around: 
you can set a ‘delay’ during which 
you can block access requests. 

Dashlane comes with its own 
browser for Android devices. 
Plug in your basic personal 
data and it’ll use it to fill in forms. 
Chrome already does a decent 
job of this, but Dashlane is more 
powerful and works on phones.

SPECIAL SKILL 
EMERGENCY ACCESS

SPECIAL SKILL 
DASHLANE BROWSER

Why use 
a password 

manager?
A password 

manager app 

lets you use 

serious, hardcore 

passwords, 

remembering 

them all so you 

don’t need to. 

These apps are 

password butlers, 

stashing all 

your sensitive 

logins behind 

a single, solid 

wall of security. 

How do 
they work?

You unlock the app 

with a single login, 

and that’s the only 

password you ever 

need to remember. 

Some apps let 

you copy-paste 

passwords; others 

plug into apps to do 

the login bits. The 

less interaction you 

have with these 

passwords, the 

crazier they can 

be: how about 25 

characters with 

squiggly symbols?

Which 
platforms 

do they work on?
Most will work on 

your phone, tablet 

and laptop. The 

one sticky point 

is Windows 10 

for phones and 

tablets: LastPass 

and Keeper work, 

Dashlane is just 

catching up. Also, 

bear in mind you’ll 

need to sign up for 

the paid versions 

of the apps to use 

between devices. 
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Fujifilm X-T10
������R11 600 (body only) / fujifilm.co.za
The X-T10 beats most other choices at 

any price. It also handles beautifully.

Nikon Coolpix AW130
������R6 800 / nikon.co.za
Waterproof, cold-proof and shock proof, this 

is the one to haul where others fear to tread.

Canon EOS 5DS
������R43 000 / canon.co.za
A fantastic piece of kit that any pixel-peeping 

SLR fan will get heaps of enjoyment out of. 

Fujifilm X30
������R7 400 / fujifilm.co.za
More retro but under the hood lies an all-

modern compact that’ll snag your shots. 

TOP TENS    DSLRs, COMPACT CAMERAS
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Fujifilm X-T2
R25 000 (body only) / fujifilm.co.za

The X-T2 is an excellent lesson in how to upgrade an already 
great gadget. The X-T1 was itself a brilliant camera, so Fuji 
gave it superb video and autofocus skills to go with the 
already top weatherproof build. Sure, it’s pricey, but it’s also 
worth every penny. What you’re getting here is a camera 
that approaches high-end DSLRs for speed and rivals 
pretty much any camera for image quality, so it’s a truly 
superb all-rounder.

Panasonic Lumix LX100
R14 000 / panasonic.com/za

This is one the most capable premium compacts on the market 
– and the LX100’s 4K capabilities give it a crucial edge over its 
rivals. HD video capture and superb stills performance make 
the Panasonic Lumix LX100 a star performer when it comes to 
the basics too. It doesn’t hurt at all that the LX100 is priced 
affordably enough that almost anyone can get it. 4K on the go 
is within reach of most photography wallets. Connectivity and 
optical image stabilisation just seal the deal.

1 1

Stuff says �����
A dream of a camera that barely strays from perfection 
from start to finish – and has brilliant 4K video skills

Stuff says �����
Having 4K in your pocket goes a long way when you’re 
shooting on the run 
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Stuff says �����
Perfect for professional portablility

Stuff says �����
Ticks all the basic boxes, connectivity just seals it

Stuff says �����
If you want simplicity, you won’t get much better

Stuff says �����
The blend of old and new may attract hipsters

Fujifilm X-Pro2
R27 000 (body only) / fujifilm.co.za
Top-class handling and stills performance 

make this a superb – if just short of perfect 

– camera. Why short of perfect? Because 

video feels like a decidedly secondary skill. 

But if you want brilliant stills this is for you.

Canon PowerShot G7 X Mark II
R9 900 / canon.co.za
The latest in Canon’s stable, the updated G7 

X delivers incredible image quality and low-

light performance. A tilting LCD, continuous 

shooting at 8fps, 20.1MP 1in sensor, and 

NFC and Wi-Fi support make it a great buy. 

Canon EOS 80D
R16 500 / canon.co.za
Even a child would get great results with the 

80D – it’s the photographic equivalent of 

playing FIFA 17 as Barcelona, on full auto 

mode, against Burnley. This takes the hard 

work out of getting fantastic photos. 

Fujifilm X70
������R11 500 / fujifilm.co.za
A touch sensitive, tilting display makes 

changing setting or grabbing focus with the 

X70 a pleasure and its old-school looks and 

healthy selection of manual dials makes it 

every bit the serious imaging tool.
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Sensor 
adventure 

All that’s meant by 
‘compact system 
camera’ (or CSC) 
is a camera with 
interchangeable 
lenses but no 
DSLR-style mirror. 
Sensor size is 
important. Large 
sensors, like the Sony 
A7 series’ full-frame 
Exmors, are able to 
suck in more light, 
which means at the 
same shutter speeds 
they’ll outperform 
their rivals when it 
comes to shooting 
in low light. Shame 
you can’t get them 
here.

Lens friends 
Th anks to 

adaptors, it’s possible 
to fi t almost any lens 
to almost any CSC 
– but if you want 
proper metering, 
autofocus and 
aperture control, 
you need lenses 
made specifi cally 
for your camera. 
A Panasonic or 
Olympus CSC might 
be the best choice: 
all of Panasonic’s 
fi rst-party lenses 
work on Olympus 
cameras and 
vice versa. Th at’s 
the kind of swinging 
we can get behind. 
So to speak.

What’s 
your size? 

With no mirror and 
no pentaprism, CSCs 
are a lot smaller than 
their DSLR brethren. 
But many models are 
still a bit bulky thanks 
to their viewfi nder 
and grip bulges. 
Th ankfully, there’s 
the bulge-free 
Sony A6300 or 
the Panasonic GX80. 
Look out for small 
lenses too, like the 
tiny pancake primes 
made by Panasonic, 
Olympus, Sony 
and Fujifi lm. Just 
because you lack 
space, doesn’t mean 
you need to settle.

What kind 
of photos?

Street snapping? You 
want a fast-focusing 
model such as the 
Olympus OM-D 
E-M5 Mk II. Detailed 
landscapes? Try a 
high-megapixel Sony 
A7R II. Night-time? 
A full-frame with high 
potential ISO and 
5-axis stabilisation, 
like the Sony A7S II.

4K or 
1080p?

If you’re fussy about 
footage, consider 
one of the growing 
handful of CSCs that 
can create pristine 4K 
videos. Panasonic’s 
upcoming Lumix GH5 
(arriving early 2017) 
will even record 
10-bit 4:2:2 4K 
at 60fps – that’s 
almost pro level.

FLASH
A battery-powered flash 

gun can transform your 

shoot. Not only can it 

light large areas; it can 

also be angled, softened 

or even fired off-camera. 

TRIPOD
The humble tripod is 

a must for any serious 

shooter. Most decent 

options are cheap and 

will pack neatly down 

into a backpack.

HOW TO BUY
A COMPACT 

SYSTEM CAMERA

What is a compact system 

camera anyway? What are all 

those ‘F’ thingies? And which 

CSC will shoot the best video? 

Allow Stuff  to explain all…

ISO
A high ISO 

means the sensor 
accepts more light at 
short shutter speeds. 

Good for low-light 
shooting.

Aperture/
F-number

The hole light goes 
through. Larger 

diameter = lower 
F-number.

Focal 
length

Refers to the 
fi eld-of-view of 

a lens. The lower 
the number, the 

wider it is. 

JARGON 
BUSTER

THE BASICS NEXT-LEVEL SNAPS

NOW 
ADD 

THESE



HOT 
BUY

Google Chromecast Audio
R1 050 / takealot.com

This disc doesn’t just transform 

the streaming capabilities of your 

speakers – its lossless hi-res 

audio option can also boost their 

sound quality. This is an infinitely 

superior alternative to streaming 

via Bluetooth, with less battery 

drain and no interruption from calls.

Moov Now
R1 200 / quantifi.co.za

You know you’re onto a winner 

when your fitness gadget isn’t 

just a tracker but a personal trainer. 

The Moov is a honeycomb-covered 

workout guide with voice coaching 

and rep-counting. It won’t track

your daily steps but it auto-detects 

your sleep.

Vodafone Smart Prime 7
����� R1 800 / vodacom.co.za
On specs alone, the Smart Prime 7 beats 

phones that are twice the price. 

SoundMagic E10C
����� R650 /sound-magic.co.za
SoundMagic is royalty when it comes to budget 

buds. For under R700, these are stupendous.

Pokemon Go Plus
����� R700 / awx.co.za
Feed your addiction with a wrist-mounted 

pokemon detector. Hurry, they sell out fast. 

Fujifilm Instax Mini 8
����� R1 100 / fujifilm.co.za
Go retro with the brightly coloured Instax Mini 8 

from Fuji. Film’ll cost ya but it’s worth the outlay. 

Amazon Kindle 
����� from R1 600 / takealot.com
Top of our holiday packing list, the basic Kindle 

is thinner and lighter than its predecessor. 

Samsung Gear VR
������R1 900 / samsung.com/za
Perfect if you’re looking to play Hitman GO 

in VR, or enjoy Netflix or live sport in 360°.

Xiaomi Mi Power Bank 10400
������R300 / mia.africa.com
Everyone could use extra power but having to 

fork out for it sucks. Thankfully, you don’t. 

2 3 4

5

6
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Raspberry Pi 3
R710 / za.rs-online.com

You don’t have to be big on coding to enjoy 
the Raspberry Pi. With some basic tweaking, 
you can turn this R710 tiny-puter into a 
very respectable desktop PC, retro gaming 
machine or media centre – and that’s just 
the start. The Pi 3 is also the perfect update 
to its predecessor: you get loads more power 
(about the same as a mid-range smartphone), 
integrated Wi-Fi and Bluetooth, and it still costs 
less than a PS4 game. 

1

� NOW ADD THIS  
Raspberry Pi Camera Module V2
Not every Pi 3 project has to be a 
homage to your childhood console. 
This adds smartphone photo-pizazz.
R500 / za.rs-online.com

Stuff says �����
Opens up a world of tech possibilities for 
what is a positively diddy asking price

Stuff says �����
The best budget tracker – gives 
most Fitbits a run for their money

Stuff says �����
If you’ve not got a Sonos setup, 
this’ll do roughly the same job

108

Plonk that Pi camera 
you bought on a 
birdfeeder and you’ll 
be able edit your 
own documentary.

The free, open-source 
Kodi will turn a Pi into 
a media centre for 
watching your locally 
stored films and series.

TIPS & 
TRICKS

Planning on turning 
your Pi into a SNES 
emulator? Legally, 
you must own the 
games to play them.
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UE Boom 2
R3 500 / ultimateears.com

Years making in-ear monitors for 

musos means UItimate Ears knows 

its bass from its mids. Water-, 

dust- and drop-proofing along with 

360º sound, 15-hour battery life 

and a slick app so friends can play 

DJ makes the Boom 2 our pick of 

the pint-sized pack.

Braven 705
R2 000 / braven.com

 

  

Want a cheapish speaker that 

doubles as a battery pack, can 

survive wind, rain and a bit of 

rough treatment but is also very 

compact? Braven’s got you covered. 

Plus, invest in a second (or get a 

friend to) and your portable party 

just got proper stereo sound.

B&O Beolit 15
����� R10 500 / bang-olufsen.com
The Danish supermodel of speakers, though the 

price tag means it’s a tad high maintenance.

Bose SoundDock III
����� R4 800 / bose.com
The SoundDock isn’t just for high-end hotels 

any more – it looks just at home in your own.

Marshall Stanmore
����� R6 000 / myistore.co.za
It’s not a stadium stack but it wouldn’t look out 

of place on a tiny stage with large sound. 

JBL Flip 3
����� R2 000 / jbl.com
It won’t cost a limb and it’ll go for ten hours. If you 

have a party in your pants, this’ll bring the noise.

Skullcandy Air Raid
����� R2 000 / luksbrands.co.za
It’s not a set of technicolour cans but the sound 

will punch you in the face. Flops at max volume. 

Shox Spin
����� R800 / tevo.co.za
Cheap, stylish and able to work as a conference 

caller. Not the best sounding but… cheap.

Beats Pill 2.0
����� R4 000 / myistore.co.za
A cautionary tale in speaker form, remember 

that high price doesn’t always mean quality.

2 3

JBL Extreme
R4 700 / incredible.co.za

The perfect portable speaker is good looking, 
rugged, offers great stamina, and plays nicely 
with others. Basically, the perfect speaker is 
Victor Matfield if he could sing opera. But wait, 
can Mattie charge two devices at the same time 
from a pair of USB ports, does he come with a 
shoulder strap, and can he survive being rinsed 
off under a tap? Sure, he ticks the last box, but 
the JBL ticks all three. Also, can he sing opera? 
‘Cause the JBL can sing anything. Sorry Mattie.

1

� NOW ADD THIS  Tidal
Sick of playing your iTunes library 
on repeat? Sign up to Tidal for more 
new music than you could ever 
possibly listen to.
from R130/month / tidal.com

Stuff says �����
Stellar sound, durability, and a low price 
tag make JBL’s Xtreme unbeatable 

Stuff says �����
The 705 sounds far punchier when 
it (and you) has friends over

Stuff says �����
If you were going to take one of 
these surfing, this is the one



POLAROID WATERPROOF DUAL-SCREEN CAMERA

79995
EACH

Digital
still

camera
& video 

camcorder

1.8-inch 
TFT colour 

display

Built-in
�����

setting

4 x
Digital
zoom
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Pity the plight of the early 
adopters – forever destined to 
shovel their precious payday 
funds towards the latest tech 
trend, all for the privilege of 
claiming ‘firsties’ and then 
feeling a bit empty afterwards. 

As these dilemmas go, the 
Apple Watch edition is a classic. 
The best smartwatch of 2015 is 
now a bit rubbish compared to 
its refreshed Series 2 cousin. 
Superior to the vast majority of 
Android Wear alternatives, but 
still… you’re going to want the 
new one, aren’t you?

Time to buy
There are basically three reasons 
to get the latest Watch: GPS, 
waterproofing and its S2 chip. 
These combine to give you a 
faster, longer-lasting wearable 
that’s much better suited to 
sporty types.

So if you’re the kind of person 
who cools down from their 
Wednesday night five-a-side 
soccer match with a beer 
and burger in hand, then stick 
with your original Watch for 
another year. Apple’s brilliant 
watchOS 3 means your 
wearable is a significantly 
improved beast anyway, and 
you’ll also save yourself about 
R7 000 to spend on another 
new gadget fad. 

In fact, that PlayStation VR 
looks pretty tasty, doesn’t it?

DO IT!

HOLD 
OFF!

GPS

The new 
watchOS 

is free

The new 
models are 

pricey

Swim- 
friendly

APPLE WATCH 
SERIES 2

SHOULD I UPGRADE?
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Rise of the Tomb Raider: 20 Year Celebration
����� from 540 / PC/PS4
Lara’s latest is now fully launched, with every bit of 

DLC, new content and even a shade of VR support.

Tom Clancy’s The Division
����� from R650 / PC/PS4/Xbox One
An open-world, shooter set in a devastated 

New York is a great online playground.

Overwatch
����� from R950 / PC/PS4/Xbox One
Blizzard’s own multi-coloured shooter is a time-

sink of epic proportions. Just the way we like it.

Fallout 4
����� from R740 / PC/PS4/Xbox One
Wasteland exploration has only hit its stride now 

that all of the DLC is out – Go forth and level.

Call of Duty: Black Ops III
����� from R1 000 / PC/PS4/Xbox One
This is on the list till Infinite Warfare drops – 

which should be just as we go to print. 

9

7

8

XCOM 2
����� from R650 / PC/PS4/Xbox One
No longer a PC exclusive, XCOM 2 is here to suck 

away hours of your life, Commander. 

Star Wars Battlefront
����� from R650 / PC, PS4, Xbox One
Striding the battlefield as Darth Vader is 

something any Star Wars fan has to do.

Uncharted 4 
����� from R1 000 / PS4
The last time that we’ll be able to play as Nathan 

Drake, unless they make a racing game…

The Witcher III: The Wild Hunt
from R575 / PC/PS4/Xbox One

Wouldn’t you know it, The Witcher 3  is still here. But not just because 
it’s an excellent game. It got better,with the launch of the Game of 
the Year Edition, incorporating Hearts of Stone and Blood and Wine, 
as well as every other bit of additional content made for 2015’s best 
game. You have to play it now. 

Deus Ex: Mankind Divided
������from R575 / PC/PS4/Xbox One
Adam Jensen is back on the case following 

the events of Human Revolution. He’s not 

dead yet, folks, and he’s sneakier than 

ever. Though you may want to indulge in 

the better shooting mechanics amid 

glorious cyberpunk settings a little too. 

Play it twice in order to get the full 

cybernetic experience.

Stuff says �����
If you somehow missed it, now is your chance to rectify  
that terrible, terrible error. See you in two months.

1
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Cash 
converter

The Scrip is a 3D device 
that helps you think about 

what you’re spending – 
because you can actually 

feel your hard-earned 
moola leaving your 

fingertips.

h look, it’s a pretty… engraved… 
gold… thing. Neat?
Super-neat, actually. At first, second, 

or even third glance, it’s not entirely 

clear what the Scrip – that’s what it’s called – is. 

Actually, you’re probably never going to guess 

what it does, but there’s one thing we do agree 

on: it looks very fancy. Like a gold, engraved 

biscuit, though don’t dunk it in your tea.

It’s not a biscuit. Thanks, that narrows it down.
Well, it’s not a giraffe either, so that’s two things 

you can cross off your list. But that’s enough 

teasing – we’ll tell you what it is. Are you ready? 

Sure? Okay. Scrip is a copper gadget that 

lets you make digital wireless payments and 

transfer money to other Scrip users. Designed 

to be loaded up with cash at ATMs, it shows 

you your funds decreasing in real time as 

you use it – buying artisan honey, mahogany 

coat-hangers and all those other things 

you so depend on. The really fun part, 

though, is the fact that the hundreds 

of tiny squares etched into its surface 

are actually buttons, which can pop out 

to display what you’re spending. 

Umm, what?
You’re buying something for R20. You whip out 

Scrip, and after some digital chat between it and 

the till, the squares pop up to reveal the number 

20. You flick your thumb across it. Boom! You’ve 

paid. This is designed to make you more aware 

of what you’re spending, in an age where you 

can depart with large sums of cash at the mere 

tap of a card. Yes, it’s less convenient than that 

tap, but if it’ll stop us spending unholy amounts 

of money on pick’n’mix, that’s a blessing. Sadly 

it’s just a design concept for now, so our wallets 

will have to suffer a while longer.

NEXT BIG THING?

Physi� l Digital Mo� y
O
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8 MUST HAVE GIFTS   

3

Galaxy Tab E 9.6”

R3999
(10060544)

4

500GB Slim Console

R5199
(10067804)

1

From

R12999each

2

MIIX 310 2-1 with LTE

R4999
Normal Price R5999
(10066067)

3

21

SAVE
R1000

4



  IN-STORE AND ONLINE

For more information please contact our call centre: 0860 011 700 or visit www.incredible.co.za
All standard terms and conditions of Incredible Connection & suppliers herein apply. 
We reserve the right to limit quantities on all promotional items per customer. While stocks last.

Deals valid 21 November 2016 - 18 January 2017

5

Charge 3 BT Speaker

R2999each
(10065685,10065714/5)

Hero 5 Black Edition

R7999
(10066874)

6

R6899each
(10067048)

8

8

5 6

Drone Mavic Pro

R19499
Normal Price R19999
(10067336)

7

PRE-ORDER & GET R500 OFF
ONLY AVAILABLE FROM 15 DECEMBER 2016.

7
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XIAOMI MI 5
uawei still a little dear 
for your pocket? Then 
compatriot Xiaomi’s range 

of smartphones should be your 
next port of call. There are plenty 
of cheaper Xiaomi’s to choose 
from, but the Mi 5 is the pick of 
the pack. What do you get? A 
3000mAh battery with rapid 
charging, a 16MP f2.0 camera 
with optical image stabilisation 
and a dual-LED flash, 32GB of 
storage, 3GB of RAM and dual-SIM 
support. All of this behind a 5.15in 
full-HD display and clad in the 
best-looking “budget” body 
we’ve laid hands on this year. 
We don’t love Xiaomi’s MIUI 8 
Android overlay, but that’s 
nothing Google Launcher can’t 
fix. The smugness at having 
saved a packet comes free.
R8 000 / mia.africa.com

H

HUAWEI P9
nce mocked as 
derivative and 
middling, Huawei’s 

recent handsets have 
demonstrated it can run 
with the big dogs, while 
still pricing its flagship 
devices substantially 
lower than those of its 
counterparts. The P9’s 
dual camera setup (one 
colour, one monochrome, 
both 12MP) produces the 
best pictures we’ve seen 
out of the backend of a 
Huawei, the 8MP front-
facing shooter should 
delight generation selfie, 
and the 5.2in FHD display 
is very easy on the eyes 
indeed. The 3000mAh 
battery ensures you’ll 
get a full day and change 
between plugging in, 
and the fingerprint 
sensor and curved edges 
rounds out what feels 
like an unmistakably 
premium device.
R8 900 / 
huawei.com/za

O

APPLE IPHONE 7
ure, it hasn’t got a 
headphone jack 
(though the 

included EarPods have a 
Lightning connector and 
there’s a Lighting-to-
3.5mm adaptor in the box), 
but the iPhone 7 is still a 
glorious piece of 
Cupertino-flavoured 
engineering. The extra 
space from dropping the 
jack now houses the same 
taptic engine you get in 
the Apple Watch for the 
home button (that’s not 
actually a button 
anymore) and in-game 
rumbles, and allows for a 
second speaker for 
improved, stereo, 
headphone-less audio. 
The screen is brighter, 
storage now starts at 
32GB, and 3D Touch and 
iOS 10 make for the sort of 
slick user experience 
we’ve come to expect, 
nay, demand. It’s not 
revolutionary, but if you’re 
moving from a 5 or 6 it’s a 
worthy upgrade.
from R13 000 / 
myistore.co.za

S
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APPLE IPHONE 7 PLUS
f you’re an iPhone 
fan looking to upgrade 
and you don’t mind 

bigger devices, the iPhone 7 
Plus beats its smaller sibling 
thanks to its dual camera 
setup. A normal field-of-view 
for the one, a telephoto one 
for the other. What does 
that mean? No more grainy, 
digitally zoomed images for 
you (unless you go past the 2x 
zoom mark, but don’t do that, 
it’s silly). That extra camera 
also lets you take Portrait 
Mode images that mimic the 
soft, out-of-focus background 
pics you’d usually need a 
DSLR to achieve and the new 
waterproofing should mean 
your new baby will survive 
the odd accidental dip. Oh, 
and now you can get it in black 
– two shades in fact, glossy 
black and non-fingerprint-
magnet black (no guessing 
which we favour).
from R15 500 / 
myistore.co.za

I

XIAOMI MI MAX
 phablet for under R5 000!? Yeah, 
we didn’t believe it at first either. 
You’d be forgiven for expecting a 

crummy display… but you get a 6.44in full-
HD one. Cut corners on the battery? Nope, 
a staggering 4850mAh that lasted two 
days in our very demanding hands-on 
testing. Oh, but it doesn’t have LTE… wrong 
again, it does. There’s even a fingerprint 
sensor, and a snappy one at that. There’s 
32GB of storage standard, and the option 
of adding up to 128GB via microSD, or using 
that space on the SIM tray for a second SIM 
card. What’s the catch? Finding a cover 
could be tricky – except Xiaomi throws in a 
cover with every purchase. The only thing 
you might need is a pair of pants with 
bigger pockets.
R4 700 / mia.africa.com

A

SAMSUNG 
GALAXY S7 EDGE

he Note 7’s misfortune is 
the S7 Edge’s gain, right? 
Assuming people don’t 

think they’re interchangeable, of 
course (they’re not). Rest assured, 
despite the 7 in its name, the S7 
Edge won’t get you booted off any 
planes (or result in unexpected 
flames). It’s still the best, big 
Android handset you can spend 
your lucre on in 2016. What makes 
it so great? Samsung’s been 
unusually light-handed with its 
OS overlay, the camera is 
downright incredible, there’s 
RAM for days, the OLED display 
offers the highest resolution 
of any of the phones on these 
pages and while the Edge 
might be an acquired taste 
from an actual usage 
perspective, there’s no 
denying it’s traffic-
stoppingly beautiful.
from R15 000 /
 samsung.com/za

T
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JBL GO
hen it comes to tech innovations of the last 
decade that have gotten us most excited, 
portable Bluetooth speakers are right up there 

with smartphones, fitness trackers and the Nutribullet. 
No more music-free picnics or silent hotel rooms for us. 
That said, more often than not, a decent speaker tends 
to cost a small fortune and can weigh as much as a 
pint-sized pachyderm, which sort of detracts from the 
portability side of things. The JBL GO tackles both of 
these concerns head on. Only slightly bigger than a 
pack of playing cards, weighing in at a dainty 130g and 
good for up to five hours on a charge it’s a pocket-sized 
party machine you can take everywhere.
R600 / incredible.co.za

W

MI BAND PULSE
ike your gym bunny friends, you too want a free 
smoothie or coffee and those smugness-
inducing Discovery Vitality points, but you don’t 

want to spend four figures on a fitness tracker. You’ve 
considered counting your own steps, taking your pulse 
once an hour and logging your own sleep in a colour-
coded Excel spreadsheet, but Discovery is having none 
of that. Which is why you should consider Xiaomi’s Mi 
Band Pulse. It tracks activity, sleep and your ticker’s 
ticking on demand, or when you’re working out (even if 
“working out” means a walk to the canteen for a mid-
afternoon sugar boost). Add basic waterproofing, a 
silent alarm and call notifications and it’s a pretty sweet 
deal for less than one month’s gym membership.
R400 / mia.africa.com

L

GRIFFIN ITRIP CLIP
pple, Motorola and others might 
be ditching the headphone jack, 
but that doesn’t have to mean 

relegating your favourite cans or buds to 
the tech graveyard. Griffin’s iTrip Clip 
Bluetooth adaptor turns anything with a 
3.5mm cable into a Bluetooth-enabled 
device. Charge the 800mAh hour battery 
using a micro-USB cable (which, for now 
at least, are still blessedly common) and 
you’ll get up to six hours of wireless, 
listening bliss. Physical buttons on the iTrip 
Clip also let you adjust volume, skip tracks 
or ask Siri or Google Voice Assistant to 
play your favourite track. No headphone 
jack? No problem. And no fiddling with 
annoying and oh-so-easy-to-misplace 
adaptors either.
R500 / myistore.co.za

A
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GET 40% OFF
BUY NOW &

1. This promotional offer (“Offer”) is brought to you by JD Consumer Electronics and Appliances (Pty) Ltd t/a Incredible Connection (“we”, “us”, “our”) and relates to all products offered for sale by 
us together with specified WeChat Wallet discounts, as promoted in the Stuff Magazine issue dated 21 November 2016 (“Magazine”). 2. This Offer is available from 21 November 2016 until midnight on 
18 December 2016 (“Promo Period”) and only for so long as stocks of the products last. 3. The discounted prices on the products are only available if the products are purchased via our shop in WeChat. This 
means that during the Promo Period you use the WeChat app to scan the QR Code displayed next to any of our products in the Magazine and, once directed to our shopfront within WeChat, proceed 
to purchase that product using your WeChat Wallet. 4. To participate in this Offer, you need to be a WeChat Wallet user. Terms of use and eligibility requirements apply. (The WeChat Wallet is also only 
available to iOS and Android devices with WeChat version 6.3.7.) 5. This Offer may only be taken up once per product type, per customer. 6. We need not honour or continue this Offer, in any specific 
instance or generally, in the event of fraud, unlawful or abusive behaviour, or if unforeseen circumstances prevent us from doing so.

For help 
setting up 

your WeChat 

Wallet turn 
to p8

Scan the QR code below with WeChat 
to buy the HP Pavilion X360 2-in-1 
right now with WeChat Wallet

* Limited to 150 units

NOW 
R5 399 

Was R8 999

40% off  with 

WeChat Wallet

PLUS 
Free delivery 

in RSA

HP Pavilion X360 2-in-1
Featuring an Intel Pentium N3710 processor, 4GB of RAM and a 500GB hard drive, the HP 

Pavilion X360 2-in-1 convertible laptop is powered by Windows 10 Home 64-bit, offers a 

multi-touch 11.6in HD LED-backlit touch display, B&O Play audio and a 360-degree hinge 

that gets you in the perfect position to work, watch, play and go.
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LG 360 CAM
e really, really like 360° 
cameras. In South Africa 
there are only really three 

to choose from. Samsung’s Gear 
360 is too bulbous, Ricoh’s Theta S 
is too expensive… which leaves 
the Goldilocks option, LG’s 360 
Cam. It’s compact enough to take 
everywhere, cheap enough that you 
won’t be too sad in a year when it’s 
been superseded by something 
with higher resolution and longer 
battery life, and thanks to its single 
button, couldn’t really be easier to 
use. Two back-to-back 13MP 
snappers capture stills or video and 
the companion app stitches the 
results together into visual domes 
of wonder (as we’ve taken to calling 
the output around Stuff towers). 
Your New Year’s Eve pictures will 
never be the same.
R3 700 / lg.com/za

W

FUJIFILM X-T2
he X-T2’s predecessor was our favourite system camera of 
last year and its successor looks set to continue the trend. If 
the X-T1 had weaknesses (it did) they were middling video 

and iffy autofocus. The X-T2 might look almost indistinguishable from 
its forebear, but those two bugbears have been well and truly dealt 
with. The new 24.3MP APS-C X-Trans CMOS III is as capable as its 
name is long. In addition to beautiful stills, it’ll capture 4K video and 
offers 91 autofocus points (or a whopping 325 manual ones). Add a 
reticulating LCD display and dual SD card slots and you’ve got a very 
modern camera housed in one of the most pleasing-to-hold bodies 
on the market. We’re pretty sure it’s love. Can you tell?
R25 000 (body only) / fujifilm.co.za

T

CANON 5D MARK IV
here’s a reason the 5D range has been 
a favourite of photographers and 
videographers alike since its first 

generation appeared and brought full-frame 
magic (and, granted, the most dismal LCD 
imaginable) down to a manageable price point. 
Now on its fourth generation, the 5D continues 
to set the bar for professionals and enthusiastic 
(and deep-pocketed) hobbyists alike. A 30.4MP 
sensor, 61-point AF and ISO 32000 mean 
stellar stills, 4K video at 30fps, full-HD video at 
60fps or slo-mo-ready 720p at 120fps. And 
built-in Wi-Fi, NFC and GPS make tagging and 
transfer a pleasure. For extra points (which it 
hardly needs) your old 5D batteries will work 
with it, too. Now that hits the mark.
R54 000 (body only) / canon.co.za

T
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GARMIN VÍVOSMART HR
or most fitness trackers steps 
taken, calories burnt, distance 
covered and sleep tracking 

would be enough. But the Vívosmart 
HR isn’t most fitness trackers. It’s 
paired with one of the best fitness 
apps on the market – Garmin Connect 
– that acts like a virtual coach (all 
of the advice, fewer shrill whistle 
blows or shouting in your ears), its 
barometric pressure sensor helps 
distinguish between walking to the 
car and climbing the Westcliff stairs, 
and your goals get dynamically 
adjusted based on past performance. 
Got a Garmin Virb camera? You can 
control it from your wrist like some 
sort of action-cam Uri Gellar (without 
the frequent trips to the Hospice shop 
for new cutlery).
R3 000 / garmin.co.za

F

MISFIT FLASH
ctivity tracking doesn’t have to mean an 
expensive band on your wrist, remembering 
where you left the charging cable or being 

bombarded with stats and figures. Misfit’s Flash uses a 
regular watch battery that only needs replacing every 
six months, a minimalist display of 12 LEDs from which 
you can tell the time or check your progress towards 
your daily step goal, can be worn as a watch or pendant, 
or clipped to a shirt, trousers, the peak of a cap or a bag 
strap. The Flash tracks walking, running, cycling, soccer, 
tennis, basketball, dancing, yoga, and most other things 
that’ll raise your temperature or moisten your brow and 
is discreet enough to sleep with so you can monitor that 
shut-eye you richly deserve after all that activity.
R550 / quantifi .co.za

A

TOMTOM SPARK 3 
CARDIO + MUSIC

unning with your phone is so 2015. 
Taytay’s tunes might help you shake 
off that pounding heart trying to 

convince you to walk the rest of the way, and 
GPS definitely helps make sure you’re not 
rounding down your 5k time for Facebook 
humblebrags, but you don’t need a phone for 
that anymore. Built-in heart-rate monitoring, 
GPS (complete with a “get me home” feature 
to help you try new routes or explore new 
locales) and on-board storage and Bluetooth 
audio make TomTom’s Spark update an all-in-
one fitness tracker that’s still small enough to 
wear all day. Run, swim, cycle, make sure you 
can answer “do you even lift?” in the 
affirmative, and ditch the general fitness 
tracker while you’re at it.
R4 000 / tomtom.com/en_za

R
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LG OLED 55E6V
lways the Moët, never the JC. Business not 
economy. Hand stitched, never machine. If this 
sounds like you LG’s made a range of TVs you’re 

going to love (not like). A built-in Harman Kardon sound 
bar stand, high-dynamic range (HDR), more contrast 
than you can shake a chimney sweep at, and Dolby 
Vision (which is the visual equivalent of surround sound 
– no, we don’t really know what that means, either). 
But above all, bragging rights. All of the bragging rights. 
Your TV-ignorant friends will coo over the colours, 
brightness and brilliant user interface. Your TV-savvy 
friends will say passive aggressive things about your 
“daring buying decisions” or the insurance premiums. 
Now if only local streaming services would start offering 
everything in 4K HDR…
R57 000 / lg.com/za

A

GOOGLE CHROMECAST
f your TV’s smart features 
stop short at an HDMI port 
the Google Chromecast is 

all you need to turn it from runt of 
the TV litter into the prize piggy. 
Connect the Chromecast to said 
port, plug in the power cable, use 
the Chromecast app to get it 
talking to your home Wi-Fi and 
you’ll be “casting” video, audio 
images or just about anything else 
to your instantly-upgraded TV in 
no time. Connect it to streaming 
apps and use your phone or tablet 
as the remote your TV wishes it 
had. When you’re not using it, 
Chromecast displays your photos 
in delicious HD, or chooses the 
best of Getty and 500px. We 
thought “cast” was only a verb for 
witches. We were so very wrong.
R1 045 / takealot.com

I

HISENSE 55M7000
n the land of the 4K TV the 
person with the remote is… no 
wait, that’s not how it goes. In 4K 

land it’s usually hard to get by without 
spending 20k. Or something like that. 
Unless you’re in the kingdom of Hisense, 
that is. Its new range of 4K smart TVs 
(available in the 55in model you see here 
or in 65in or 70in models) start at just R15 
000 but offer the sorts of features you’d 
expect from a brainy gogglebox. Four 
HDMI ports, built-in Wi-Fi, support for 
apps like Netflix, ShowMax, YouTube and 
Opera web browser, and high contrast 
ratios so the Dark Knight doesn’t look like 
the washed-too-many-times Knight. 
Supposedly the TV will pick up broadcast 
TV, too. But we were too distracted by 
glorious 4K YouTube content of crashing 
drones to find out.
R15 000 / hisense.co.za

I
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ENJOY THE POWER OF GREAT 
ENTERTAINMENT THIS FESTIVE SEASON

Rugby: 1 & 2 DEC and 10 & 11 DEC - SS1

RENT THE LATEST BLOCKBUSTERS ON YOUR DStv EXPLORA FOR JUST R35

dstv.com/premiumBEST VIEWED WITH THE DStv EXPLORA

R1499*

LATEST AND 
GREATEST

SPORTS LIVE IN HD

SUNDAY MOVIES
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GARMIN VIRB ULTRA 30
eah, the latest Virb looks 
a lot like that other brand 
of action cam, but that’s 

not a bad thing. It’s compatible 
with GoPro mounts and other 
accessories, so existing GoPro 
owners looking to upgrade 
won’t have to replace everything. 
Why would they consider it over 
another GoPro? Because, beyond 
the ability to shoot 4K footage 
and the 1.75in touchscreen display 
there’s also a range of built-in 
sensors that measure G-force, 
speed, altitude and other things 
that are useful when Garmin’s 
accompanying app is automatically 
flagging the highlights of your run 
for speedy editing and sharing. 
Plus, there’s voice control and 
the option to live-stream your 
adventures. Got a Garmin 
wearable? Use it to trigger 
flagging, too, or simply overlay 
heart-rate data to prove that run 
really was as crazy as it looks.
R8 000 / garmin.co.za

DJI MAVIC PRO
JI’s Phantom series has consistently set the bar for affordable 
drones capable of professional results. The Mavic Pro has just 
bumped said bar up a notch. It offers most of the same 

features at the latest Phantom –sensors for fewer encounters with 
stealthy branches, 4K stabilised video at 30fps and almost half an 
hour of flying time on a charge – in a transformer-style package that 
folds down to the size of a water bottle. No more removing rotors 
between sessions, no more bulky backpacks, just glorious footage 
that you can monitor or record from up to 7km away. We’d, ahem, 
drone on a little longer, but we’ve got some flying to do. Those drone 
selfies aren’t going to take themselves… though with the Mavic you 
can snap them with a gesture, which is almost the same thing.
from R20 000 /thegadgetshop.co.za

D

DStv EXPLORA
hese days the DStv Explora is so much more than 
a set-top box. Connect it to the internet and your 
catch-up options expand exponentially thanks to the 

hundreds (yes, hundreds) of titles on offer for download. Use 
the PVR functionality to store up to 220 hours of content and 
arrange it into playlists or let the Explora do the categorising 
by itself. The BoxOffice service lets you rent a blockbuster 
movie for 48 hours, or plug in your ShowMax account details 
and settle into a weekend-long series binge session. Forgotten 
to PVR your favourite show? With remote recording you can 
login from anywhere from a laptop or smart device and 
schedule recordings. This is not your ouma’s decoder, 
sonny. It’s a whole lot more.
R1 500 / dstv.com
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JABRA PULSE 
WIRELESS

hy wear a 
sports watch 
or smartwatch when you 

can get the same fitness tracking 
and high-quality audio from 
Jabra’s Pulse Wireless earbuds? 
Why indeed. Add the Jabra Sport 
Life app and you’ll also get real-
time feedback and coaching as 
you go. Designed to withstand the 
sweatiest of workouts (or an 
unexpected downpour), the Pulse 
Wireless measure your heartbeat 
via your ear canal and use it to 
work out things like VO2 max, 
resting heart rate and orthostatic 
heart rate. That last one has 
something to do with preventing 
overtraining. The Pulse Wireless 
also make for a great hands-free 
headset when you’re on the run, 
but not necessarily running. Now if 
only we could swim with them… 
R3 000 / mantality.co.za

W

AKG N60NC
oise-cancelling 
headphones for less than 
R3k? But are they any 

good? They are. Very, very good, 
as it happens. And they’re perfect 
for frequent fliers or commuters. 
Weighing a mere 150g, AKG’s 
N60NCs fold flat and come with a 
zip-up soft carry pouch, airline 
audio adaptor, charging cable, and a 
cable with a built-in single-button 
controller and microphone for calls 
on the run. Yes, they’re wired not 
Bluetooth, but that means the 
batteries are used for the active 
noise cancellation alone, which 
equates up to 30 hours of crying-
infant-free travel time. They’re on 
ear, not over ear, but comfortable 
enough to wear on a transatlantic 
flight… and back again. We know, 
we’ve done it.
R2 900 / audicoonline.co.za

N

LITTLE ROCKERZ 
COSTUME

here are a lot of good 
reasons to get 
headphones for children. 

Doing so keeps the sounds of 
their 537th viewing of Frozen 
contained, it keeps your little ones 
entertained and, in the case of 
Little Rockerz Costume, it 
provides opportunities to be a 
smug parent. “Why yes, Peter is 
our little princess, we don’t believe 
in prescriptive gender normative 
roles.” New additions to the 
decorative headphone range 
include the tiara alluded to above, 
a robot, a bow and our favourite, 
the green dragon. The 30mm 
drivers produce pretty solid sound 
and volume is limited to 85 
decibels, so if your little dragon is 
ignoring you, you know its 
selective hearing not damaged 
hearing that’s to blame.
R300 / takealot.com

T



VIRB® ULTRA 30

VIRB can prove how far, 
how fast and how high 

you went. Retell your story 
in greater detail than ever 

before with data from 
G-Metrix™. It’s the action 

camera that does what 
others can’t.

Learn more at Garmin.co.za

CAN YOUR ACTION
CAMERA DO ALL THIS?

“…THE PERFECT GIFT WITH 
ENDLESS ENJOYMENT…”

Let yourself get lost in the ambience of teal metallic, 
the feminine feel of pink metallic and mix that with the 
soothing effect of sand and peach while accentuating 
the look with silver or gold. Or broaden your spectrum 
with endless colour stables such as beige or black – 

it’s all up to you to #coloryourlife

www.endlessjewelry.co.za

100ml EDP, 90ml Shower Gel & 
90ml Aftershave Balm with Toiletry Bag

Available at Foschini, Truworths, Edgars & Red Square
Recommended retail price – R1 895

GIFT SET

ICON
ABSOLUTE

WISH LIST 2016

HOROLOGICAL
SMARTWATCH
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with the Frederique Constant Horological Smartwatch for ladies. 

Tradition and modernity in one beautiful device.

smartwatch.frederiqueconstant.com
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JBL XTREME
emember when the word “extreme” – or creative 
spellings of it – was the de facto precursor for 
everything from ironing (a real sport, Google it) to 

toothpaste (we’re leering at you, Aquafresh)? We’ll allow 
JBL’s adoption of the term for our favourite of its portable 
speakers. The Xtreme lasts up to 15 hours on a charge, 
offers not one, but two USB ports for sharing the juice 
from its 10000mAh battery, and includes a carry strap for 
the next time you’re lugging your ironing board up the 
Drakensberg and want some suitably encouraging tunes. 
And it’ll keep playing, even if you drop it in a river. With 
expansive, bass-rich sound it’s as good in the lounge as it 
is on the range… though in our testing we found it didn’t 
make our teeth any stronger or whiter.
R4 700 / incredible.co.za

R

UE BOOM 2
ltimate Ears got 
its start making 
in-ear monitors 

for musos… so you know 
the company knows its 
treble from its bass. Its 
Boom range of speakers 
are all excellent, but the 
Boom 2 is our favourite. 
Resembling a 440ml cold 
drink can – though a little 
heavier – the Boom 2 
offers outstanding 360° 
sound for so compact a 
speaker. Connect up to 
three sources at once, 
which is great when that 
insistent friend of yours 
demands their jam. Or 
tether another Boom 2 to 
it for stereo. Waterproof, 
dust-proof, drop-proof, 
and definitely party 
proof, thanks to a recent 
update the Boom 2 even 
supports Siri and Google 
Voice Assistant, so you 
can queue up songs from 
the pool without risking 
getting your phone wet 
(though these days, that 
might be waterproof, too).
R3 500 / 
incredible.co.za

U

BRAVEN 705
t’s a power bank, it’s 
good for up to 12 hours 
on a charge, it can be 

used as a speakerphone, it’s 
compact and lightweight (without 
compromising on sound) and it 
comes in the same colour as your 
car/outfit/favourite koki pen. 
It’s the Braven 705, and it’s a 
great option if portability and 
connectivity are your concerns. 
Aux in, aux out, USB, and 

Bluetooth are all on offer, and 
an IPX5 water resistance rating 
means you can use it for some 
shower karaoke accompaniment 
(just don’t forget the rectangular 
rubber plug for the side with 
the ports on it). Get a second 
705 and you can pair the two 
wirelessly and enjoy your afro 
fusion indie trip hop (or whatever 
you’re into) in stereo – in or out 
of the shower.  
R2 000 / thegadgetshop.co.za

I
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