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Editor’s Letter

There’s something trans-

porting about reggae and golf.  

I just took my family on va-

cation to the Bahamas and 

brought a Bluetooth speaker 

that fit perfectly in the cup 

holder of my golf cart. Tommy 

Armour III had introduced me 

to Margaritaville golf, both the 

liquid and acoustical kind. Our 

Digital Director, Molly Baldwin, 

told me to put my phone in a 

red Solo cup. “It’s an old boat 

trick,” she said. “The cup acts 

like an amplifier.” 

The crashing of waves at the 

Abaco Club on Winding Bay 

allowed me to play my tunes 

at a fairly high volume without 

disturbing anyone on the linksy 

course. Euro Ryder Cup cap-

tain Darren Clarke, who lives 

there, was hitting balls on the 

fairway of one par 5 when we 

played through. I didn’t even 

turn down the volume. I think 

he grimaced. (Tip to American 

captain Davis Love III: Play 

your music loud.)

We took a one-day excursion 

to Michael Meldman’s Baker’s 

Bay, where you can hear the 

reggae coming through Rickie 

JERRY TARDE

Chairman and Editor-in-Chief 

Hundred-Dollar Bag

Fowler’s barefoot and shirtless 

photos on Instagram. Meldman 

sent an 82-foot yacht to pick 

us up. Reese Witherspoon sat 

across from us at the beach bar. 

We got a tour of where Brad Pitt 

and George Clooney are build-

ing something secretive. Maybe 

it was a dream.

Ben Hogan never knew 

the ideal accompaniment 

for a 7-iron to a tucked pin is 

Marley’s “Three Little Birds”: 

“Don’t worry . . . about a thing 

. . . ’cause every little thing . . .  

gonna be all right.” 

Sam Snead liked to hum 

“The Blue Danube” to improve 

his tempo. Our late equipment 

editor Pete Farricker used to 

belt out “Green-Eyed Lady.” 

Playing Editor Jack Nicklaus 

says it’s hard to play badly while 

listening to Harry Belafonte’s 

“Jamaica Farewell.” I remember 

reading about Morgan Hoff-

mann crediting a 66 to singing 

Ini Kamoze’s “Here Comes the 

Hotstepper,” but I had to look 

that one up to get the beat.

Our Head of Digital, Chris 

Reynolds, has always been a 

singer on the course, but not 

always appreciated by his play-

ing companions. He thinks it’s a 

great way “to achieve a Zen-like 

state, block out everything and 

let the golf come out of you.”  

He credits winning his mem-

ber-member at Morris County 

(N.J.) Golf Club last year to 

“Loving Cup,” by the Rolling 

Stones, although, frankly, it 

seems a bit complicated for my 

fragile game.

Another sentiment came 

from Assistant Editor Joel 

Beall, who brings his wireless 

speaker to the course, but not 

always for the music: “Finish-

ing a sunset round with a base-

ball broadcast on a summer 

night is a serenity unmatched. 

It’s oddly comforting to hear 

the sounds of a ball game 

and voices of a crowd draped 

against the dying light of the 

course.” He plays with the heart 

of a poet.

Associate Editor Stephen 

Hennessey tells two tales about 

his music: “I played Bayonne 

[N.J.] one day with three guys I 

hadn’t met before. It happened 

to be my late father Gerry’s 

birthday—just over a year since 

he had passed away. On the 

13th hole, somebody pulled out 

a wireless speaker and played 

one of Dad’s favorite bands—

the Allman Brothers. It felt too 

perfect to be experiencing a 

great golf course on his birth-

day with tunes he would’ve 

picked to listen to.

“The second story came  

on our annual family trip  

with uncles and cousins.  

We always have one artist cued 

up: Ravi Shankar. It’s been a 

running joke that any time 

someone hits a shank—they get 

the Ravi Shankar treatment. 

Laughing ensues, which is the 

perfect way to get over a really 

horrible shot.”

So what does all this have 

to do with the March issue? It 

was stimulated by the Ask Golf 

Digest column on page 48 in 

which I learned that it’s against 

Rule 14-3 to listen to music 

“while making a stroke or for a 

prolonged period of time dur-

ing a stipulated round,” I guess 

because it might be construed 

as a swing aid. Yep, that’s the 

idea. Last month the USGA told 

us you can’t turn in a score for 

handicap purposes if you play 

alone. Now we’re told it’s illegal 

to listen to music. I think golf 

needs a little more Bob Marley 

and a little less USGA. 

“Rolling in the Deep”:  

An Adele song is a fave of Rory’s.

’ve become addicted to music on the golf 

course. I want to invite Bob Marley to play 

in my member-guest. What’s that? OK, I’ll 

take Jimmy Buffett, because I know he’s alive—I just 

bought his album “Live at Fenway Park.” The trouble 

with live concerts is too much talking and not enough 

music; Jimmy keeps interrupting the swing.  

My daughters tell me that buying music on iTunes is 

so Old School of me. I immediately sign up for Spotify. 

No Taylor Swift? So I search “golf and reggae,” and 

right at the top of the first page is a playlist put together 

by somebody named Pete Finch: “Reggae Songs That 

Sound Like They Might Be About Golf.” It’s got all 

the classics like “Swing & Dine,” “Scratch Walking,” 

“Rougher than Rough,” “Green, Green Grass of Home,” 

“We Came to Score,” “Ball of Confusion” and “Hundred-

Dollar Bag.” It turns out this Pete Finch is the same Pete 

Finch who’s a contributing editor to Golf Digest. 

I
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The oldest club in my 
bag is my . . . 

Ping Anser 
putter. Been 
using it for  
30 years.

Canadian 
Club

Bobby 
Jones 

5- and 
7-wood 

(2009)

Original Tour 
Edge Exotics 
CB 3-wood 
(2006)

Grandfather’s 
Ping Eye 2 

3-iron (1983)

Five 
(count 

’em, five) 
Nike CPR 

hybrids 
(2003)

Nothing stays in my 
bag longer than two 
weeks. Occupational 

necessity.

Wilson 
Staff sand 

wedge I 
stole from 

my brother, 
who stole 

it from our 
dad (1965)

PGA D-20 
punch-dot  

sand wedge,  
a wedding  
git (1983)

Ping G15 hybrid 
(2009). That 
sucker is going 
in my coffin.

Callaway 
X-Series 
5-wood 

(2006)

TaylorMade 
RBZ driver 

(2011)

Mother’s 
ball retriever 
(1970)

Cleveland 
“Corey Pavin, 

Centennial 
U.S. Open 

Winner” 
putter 

(1996)

Titleist bag 
(2008). It’s 

seen at 
least 500 

rounds.

Ping Tour 
60-degree 

wedge 
(2006)

Odyssey 
Tank #1 

putter (2014). 
Everything else 

is brand new!

Legal version 
of the Pelz 
plastic 3-Ball 
putter (1993)

21-degree 
Sonartec 

MD hybrid 
(2002)

TaylorMade 
Burner Bubble 
Raylor fairway 
wood (1994)

A brass 
putter (circa 
1900). Had it 
customized 
with a modern 
hosel, shat 
and grip.

Adams Idea 
V4 6-hybrid 
(2012)

Odyssey Backspin 
Stronomic-insert 
60-degree wedge 
(1998)







IF YOU START TALKING swing positions to me, I’m probably going to zone out, because that’s not 

how I play golf. I respect the technical approach to driving the ball a long way, but my swing is 

about flexibility and rhythm—and letting good things happen from there. This simpler mind-set 

is working for me. At my win in Malaysia last fall, I reached every par 5 in two (if you count land-

ing in a few greenside bunkers as “reaching”), and I hit a ton of wedges into the par 4s. Over the 

weekend, I deliberately avoided getting mechanical, because I knew that would get me uptight 

and make my swing worse. I relied on a handful of non-technical swing keys. It’s like placing a 

plane on auto-pilot: You still have to push a few buttons but then you can sit back and enjoy the 

flight. Even if you’re a feel player, it pays to know how your swing works. That way you can bomb 

your driver knowing you’re going to keep it in play. Here are a few tips. —WITH GUY YOCOM

edited by peter morrice
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Flex Time

Stretch your 

muscles–and 

your drives

BY JESSICA KORDA
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Play Your Best    Power by Jessica Korda

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIGHT IS RIGHT

Stay loose by swinging 

back with three fingers 

of your right hand. The 

club should feel almost 

weightless at the top.  

If it feels heavy, keep 

trying until you get the 

balance figured out.    

FEEL LIKE YOU’RE 

LOADING A SPRING

Don’t make special 

allowances or tense 

up just because you’re 

hitting driver. Your feet 

should be slightly more 

than shoulder-width 

apart, to maximize your 

range of motion and help 

you get through the ball 

more easily.  

    Swinging back, keep 

the weight on the balls 

of your feet at all times. 

Feel the stretching of 

your core muscles in 

your torso. I call it “the 

wind,” which is like 

loading a giant spring as 

you go to the top (let).  

I make my backswing to 

a slow count of “1.” 

drill



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BIG SQUEEZE 

To feel a good weight 

shit, place a ball against 

your rear instep and 

imagine squeezing the 

ball against the ground 

on the downswing.

LET THE CLUBHEAD 

PICK UP SPEED

Every move I make 

is designed to give 

me maximum clubhead 

speed just before and 

ater impact. I start 

down to a slow count of 

“2,” making sure I don’t 

pounce too quickly. Keep 

your arms loose and 

envision hitting slightly 

up at impact, really 

turning on the speed. 

Don’t just throw the 

clubhead at the ball.  

    Remember, a key part 

of the distance equation 

is making center–face 

contact. Stay in balance, 

and you’ll nail it on the 

sweet spot—and feel it 

through your body.

drill

+ ADIDAS shirt, $70, skort, $65, shoes, $120, hat, $27 + TAYLORMADE glove, $22 + TAG HEUER watch

ARE YOU SMARTER THAN AN LPGA TOUR PRO?

Watch jessica korda take on paula creamer  

and anna nordqvist in Golf Digest’s first episode of  
“Are You Smarter Than an LPGA Tour Pro?” You’ll find  
it on our video channel at video.golfdigest.com.
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Play Your Best    Strategy by Jack Nicklaus

“Do the stats suggest you’ll  
reach this green in two?”

A CUE TO BIG HITTERS 
 

The beauty of waste 

bunkers is they take up a 

lot of space. A good one 

provides several civilized 

places to play from while 

giving the superintendent a 

large swath that doesn’t eat 

up maintenance resources. 

As with a lake or any 

type of chasm, a carry over 

a waste bunker is tricky 

when your eye has no 

distinct point to settle on. 

Sometimes the designers 

offer help, as my son Jack 

and I have with a knob 

here. We’re saying: Here’s 
the line. Carry it with the 
drive, and you’re rewarded 
with a short approach from 
the best angle. Unlike a 

lake, finishing in a waste 

bunker doesn’t always cost 

a shot. It might pay to be a 

little bolder than normal.

SAFER ROUTE
 

If you don’t feel 

comfortable challenging 

the waste bunker, aim 

your drive here. The 

trade-off is, you’ll face 

a longer shot in with a 

tougher angle. Coming 

into the green from this 

section of the fairway,  

the bunkers in front of 

and behind the green are 

very much in play. Also, 

the green is shallower,  

so distance control on 

any approach from here  

must be pretty precise.  

THE SMART BAILOUT
 

Did your safer tee shot not leave an appetizing 

approach? Or did you fail to clear the waste bunker 

and wind up in trouble? Either way, this tiny “second 

joint” of the double dogleg is the ideal place for any 

second shot not intended for the green. You’ll get a 

straightforward chip up the length of the dance floor. 

Not to put too fine a point on it, but if your handicap 

is above 16—the rating for this hole—planning to be 

here ater two shots is a smart strategy. 

ver look down an unfamiliar 

hole and have no idea what 

to do? Here’s a hint: Go to 

the scorecard.  

The handicap number assigned 

to a hole represents its difficulty 

relative to the other holes on the 

course from 1 (hardest) to 18 (easi-

est). If your own handicap doesn’t 

cover it—suppose your handi-

cap is 12 and you’re on the fourth 

handicap hole—that’s a clue to 

play the hole more conservatively.  

According to the statistics, you’re 

not supposed to reach that green in 

regulation. Time to guard against 

making a big number.

Conversely, if your handicap is 

lower than that of the hole, look at 

its features with more confidence. 

Chances are you can execute the 

shots required for a solid par. Take 

the 15th at Cherry Creek Country 

Club in Denver (illustrated), which 

my son Jack and I co-designed. This 

342-yard double dogleg presents 

many options, but its handicap of 

16 suggests more golfers should 

play it aggressively. Do you qualify?  

                                  —WITH MAX ADLER

E

Game of Cards 

A hole’s handicap 

ranking tells you 

how to play it

HOVER CRAFT

In waste bunkers, it’s 

legal to ground your 

club, though I never 

do. Soling the club 

opens the possibility 

of improving your lie, 

and to me that feels 

like cheating. So I 

play them just like  

I do regular bunkers, 

hovering the club at 

address. I oten hover 

from the fairway, too, 

because I like what  

it does for my rhythm. 

Beware: Golfers 

sometimes grip 

tighter from the extra 

effort of liting the 

club to hover it. Be 

conscious of keeping 

your grip sot.     

Illustration by Chris O’Riley
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Play Your Best    Step by Step by David Leadbetter

1. GET TALLER 

AT ADDRESS

▶ Forget those 

old photographs 

of Nicklaus and 

Palmer hunched 

over the ball on 

the greens. To 

accommodate 

a longer putting 

stroke, it’s 

easier if you 

stand taller with 

very little bend 

at the hips.

2. CHECK YOUR 

PRESSURE

▶ Lighten your 

grip until you 

feel virtually 

no tension in 

your arms and 

shoulders. Your 

goal should 

be to make a 

smooth, free-

flowing stroke 

back and 

through. And 

don’t rush it.

3. LENGTHEN 

THE STROKE

▶ As I said, you 

shouldn’t try to 

hit a long putt 

harder than 

a short one. 

Instead, simply 

lengthen the 

distance your 

putterhead 

moves both 

away from the 

ball and toward 

the target.

4. PRACTICE 

ONE-HANDED

▶ Improve feel 

by practicing 

with only your 

dominant hand. 

Notice your 

stroke gets 

longer and less 

jabby. You can 

do this before 

real putts, too.  

If you do, the 

next one should 

be a tap-in.

Gimme Range

How to roll  

your long putts 

stone dead

eing an effective 

long putter is about 

having good feel. 

The mistake many amateurs 

make is thinking they have 

to hit these putts harder. Any 

time you increase effort, you 

sacrifice feel, which is your 

ability to judge distance. 

What you want is a stroke that 

looks rhythmical and almost 

effortless. Follow these steps 

for better long putting.

B

David Leadbetter is a Golf Digest 

Teaching Professional. il
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“Keeping my head back helps me 
square the clubface at impact.”



+ UNDER ARMOUR shirt, $70, pants, $80, shoes, $180, hat, $25, belt, $40 

T

Play Your Best    Driving

Delivery Method

5 moves I check for in my downswing
BY JORDAN SPIETH

1.  left hip

From the start of the 

downswing, my left hip 

is turning behind my 

torso. It’s most notice-

able at impact, and it 

signifies that my lower-

body rotation is leading 

the way to the ball. What 

you don’t want to see is 

the lead shoulder direct-

ly above the lead hip as 

you swing down. That’s 

a classic sign that the 

club is coming from out-

side the target line—and 

the ball’s going to slice.

here’s a lot going on in the split second it takes for the club to move from behind your head 
down to the ball. So much that you really can’t pinpoint any one element as being the most 

important. When my coach, Cameron McCormick, and I are fine-tuning my swing, we like to make 
sure I’m moving through certain positions during the downswing. Here’s what we see and like 
in this photo from the PGA Championship last summer at Whistling Straits. —WITH RON KASPRISKE

2.  feet

Shifting toward the  

target on the downswing 

is critical, but not to be 

overlooked is what my 

feet reveal here. The 

toes of my left foot have 

rolled off the ground, 

proving that my weight 

has moved into my left 

heel. That allows me to 

straighten my lead leg so 

I can pivot my body and 

swing around that leg 

like a post. On the other 

side, the heel of my right 

foot is off the ground. 

That shows I’m pushing 

through for extra lever-

age into the ball.

3.  chest

My hips have really  

rotated through, but you 

can see here that the 

upper half of my body is 

not going as hard—it’s 

basically facing the ball. 

Also, my right shoulder 

is still substantially 

lower than my left. Cam 

says these positions cre-

ate a conduit for moving 

the energy I’ve created 

during the downswing 

out to the clubhead for 

maximum speed.

4.  head

There are two things 

to notice regarding my 

head position. The first 

is, despite a lot of lower-

body thrust, my head 

looks to be in the posi-

tion it would be at ad-

dress. If it didn’t remain 

pretty stable during the 

swing, center-face con-

tact would be a serious 

challenge. The second 

thing is, I appear to be 

looking at the ground 

behind the clubhead. 

This proves I’m “stay-

ing behind the ball,” as 

teachers say. It helps 

me square the clubface 

at impact and sling the 

club out to the ball.

5.  club

This photo is a milli- 

second after impact, but 

the orientation of the 

club suggests it’s mov-

ing level to the ground 

or slightly upward. With 

a driver, that’s what you 

want to maximize your 

launch angle and carry 

distance. You also can 

see the clubface is very 

solid—still looking at 

the ball. I remember this 

drive ended up in the 

fairway, Position A.

Jordan Spieth writes 
instruction articles  
only for Golf Digest.
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Play Your Best    Curing Faults by Jim McLean

Jim McLean is a  

Golf Digest Teaching 

Professional.

NO TARGET? 

THINK ONE UP

Golfers oten 
take chances 

without realizing it. 
When I worked with 
Payne Stewart, we 
talked a lot about 
OTEs (opportunities 
to excel). When he  
hit his ball into 
trouble, his instinct 
was to play the hero 
shot. He learned that 
just getting back in 
the fairway can be a 
good shot. Imagine a 
green in the fairway 
and “hit” that green. 
Having a clearly 
defined target helps 
you stay on task. 
   —RICHARD COOP, ED.D.

THE PITCH-OUT 

THAT NEVER WAS

At the 2006  
U.S. Open at 

Winged Foot, Phil 
Mickelson was up by 
a shot on the final 
tee. A sliced drive 
wouldn’t have killed 
his chances if he’d 
just pitched out to 
the fairway. Instead, 
he went for the green 
with a 3-iron. The 
ball ricocheted off a 
tree. His next found a 
buried lie in a bunker. 
Three shots later, 
Phil’s double bogey 
had cost him the 
title. “I am such an 
idiot,” are the words 
we’ll never forget. 

Why’d I Do That? 

You punch out 

sideways—into 

more trouble

hanks to a wild drive, 

you’re surrounded by 

trees, but for once you 

listen to that voice inside your 

head: Just punch it back in play. 

Problem is, you hit the ball too 

hard, sending it across the fair-

way into the junk on the other 

side. Not your finest moment.

Next time you face a shot like 

this, do what most golfers don’t 

do: Walk out toward the fairway, 

and take a look. Pick a target that 

allows for some roll. Remember, 

a low punch shot is going to run,  

especially with a middle iron. 

When hitting out sideways, 

many high-handicappers make 

too big a swing. Take the club 

back slow, and keep the motion 

compact. Also, be careful not to 

put hook spin on the ball. That’ll 

just make it scoot even farther.

The more advanced player 

can try a cut swing. To do that, 

stand closer to the ball, open the 

face and swing out to in. The ball 

will fade and run less. But re-

member, an open face sends the 

ball higher. If you have to stay 

under branches, take less loft. 

Now go hit the next shot on. 

T

Get a look at the shot  
before you hit it.
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Play Your Best    Golfer’s Wish List by Butch Harmon

BUTCH’S BASICS

Sometimes 

when you 

miss a green you 

get a good lie in 

the rough—even 

too good. With the 

ball perched up, the 

danger is sliding the 

clubhead under it. 

Stand tall at address 

and make a sweep-

ing motion, trying to 

pick the ball off the 

top. Start with the 

clubhead level with 

the ball, then make 

a mini turn back and 

through, keeping 

your legs very quiet. 

Butch Harmon is a Golf Digest 

Teaching Professional.

hen I see golfers in this 

situation, with the ball 

against the rough collar, 

they’re usually trying to create 

some crazy shot. They’ll play 

the ball back and chop it, or try 

to bump it with a 3–wood. Those 

things can work, but you never 

practice them. Instead, do some-

thing you do every hole: Putt it. 

Well, not exactly. You’re go-

ing to make a putting stroke 

using your sand wedge. With its 

heavy sole, the sand wedge will 

slide through the rough without 

getting stuck. Take your normal 

putting grip and stance—re-

member, everything about this 

Tough Shot 
Made Easy 

Don’t get 

snagged by  

the rough

W
is a putt, not a chip. The trick is, 

you want to strike the middle of 

the ball with the leading edge of 

the club. Set up with the club-

head off the ground, and line up 

that leading edge with the ball’s 

equator. Then, make your nor-

mal putting stroke, focusing on 

a level strike. The ball will skid 

forward and roll like a putt. 

I’ll admit I’ve gotten good at 

putting with a wedge—I used to 

have a knack for snapping putt-

ers mid-round. But you, too, can 

learn this handy technique.

What do you do if your ball  

is against the rough collar?

▶ Putt it 

▶ Belly a wedge

▶ Use a hybrid

▶ Toe in my putter

S O U R C E :  G O L F  D I G E S T  R E A D E R S

51%
4%
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21%
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Play Your Best    Swing Sequence

roy Merritt might be the winningest 

player in pro golf, but he has only 

one PGA Tour victory. As an amateur 

Merritt won more than 100 tournaments,  

including 21 in college—and five straight his 

senior year at Boise State. He even won the 

PGA Tour Qualifying School in 2009, and be-

fore that the 2009 Mexico Open in only his 

12th start on the Web.com Tour. 

So what happened after he made it to the 

PGA Tour in 2010? He went 95 tournaments 

without hoisting a trophy. “I lost my way for 

a while,” Merritt says. “I needed to eliminate 

the big miss to the right. That happens when 

I get too fast starting down.” 

Last summer he’d missed five consecu-

tive cuts coming into the Quicken Loans 

National, where he made an adjustment in 

his setup, moving his hands forward. Bingo! 

Merritt shot a third-round 61 and got his first 

win on the big tour. We took the photos below 

two days later. (Swing analysis is provided by 

Steve Dahlby, Merritt’s coach and the teach-

ing professional at Phoenix Country Club.) 

Merritt says, “I also started making putts. 

You have to make putts to make cuts.” And 

to win, he could add. —ROGER SCHIFFMAN

Troy Merritt

Flexibility, feel 

and a knack  

for winning

THE ADJUSTMENT

“The week of his 

first tour win, 

Troy pressed his hands 

a bit more forward 

at address,” says his 

teacher, Steve Dahlby.  

Merritt says the change 

immediately clicked and 

helps him make a more 

unified takeaway. 

WIDE AND EXTENDED 

Merritt’s solid 

stance and athletic 

setup position promote 

a smooth, wide start 

to the swing. Dahlby 

says, “We like to see 

the clubhead, clubshat, 

hands and arms work 

together during the 

backswing while the 

lower body stays quiet 

and stable.”  

WINDING THE SPRING

Swinging to the 

top, Merritt makes 

a tremendous upper-

body rotation against 

a stable lower body. 

“Most average golfers 

would need more hip 

turn to get the club to 

parallel, but not Troy,” 

Dahlby says. 

T



Photographs by Dom Furore

▶ DRIVING ACCURACY ▶ UP-AND-DOWNS

Troy Merritt (33rd)

61.8%

Francesco Molinari (1st)

76.9%

Tour average

61.7%

Troy Merritt (81st)

62.8%

Tour average

57.9%

Chad Collins (1st)

66.2%

PRO-FILE 

troy merritt  

30 / 6-1 / 170 pounds  

Boise, Idaho

driver  

TaylorMade M1 460  

9.5 degrees

ball  

Titleist Pro V1

SERIOUS LEG DRIVE

Starting down, 

Merritt shits hard 

to his let. Dahlby says 

when Merritt gets out 

of sync, his head falls 

back as his lower body 

drives. “He’s good here, 

and his right foot is still 

down. That shows he’s 

pushing against the 

ground for power.”

PLAYING BY FEEL

“Troy likes to play 

golf with his eyes 

and hands, not by swing 

mechanics,” Dahlby 

says. Notice the logo on 

Merritt’s cap is almost 

exactly where it was at 

address—his eye line 

is not shiting. “Troy’s 

quiet head reminds me 

of Jack Grout holding 

a young Jack Nicklaus’ 

hair many years ago.” 

NO HOLD BACK

Look at Merritt’s 

great extension 

and balance through 

the ball. “Troy feels 

like he simply swings 

the club down the line, 

releasing everything,” 

Dahlby says. “His head 

finally moves so he can 

find the ball in flight.”

+ 

SLIGO shirt, $70, pants, $95, belt, $60  

FOOTJOY shoes, $190, glove, $25    

WILSON hat, $20

S O U R C E :  S H O T L I N K  ( 2 0 1 5 )
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Play Your Best    Shortcuts by Tom Watson

I really like the 

“kicked-in” 

position of the back 

knee when it comes 

to chipping. It helps 

you hit down on the 

ball. Start with that 

knee leaning toward 

the target, then lean 

it more as you swing 

down. You’ll keep the 

swing’s low point in 

front of the ball for 

crisp contact. 

ELEMENTARY 

WATSON

Tom Watson  

is a Golf Digest 

Playing Editor.

Hidden Key to Solid Strikes

The supporting elements  

can make all the difference

he movement of the 

knees, though seldom 

discussed, is vital to hit-

ting good shots. The knees pro-

vide stability, back and through, 

and help ensure you hit the ball 

with the center of the clubface.

Let’s start with the front 

knee. On the backswing, it 

should remain flexed and point-

ing at or behind the ball. This 

allows you to make a good hip 

turn and complete the back-

swing by fully shifting to your 

right side. On the downswing, 

the front knee should rotate a 

little toward the target, but more 

important, it has to straighten to 

brace the body for the hit.

The back knee also should 

remain flexed as you go back. 

This prevents the body from 

T

swaying away from the target and 

out of position for impact. The back 

knee should start in a kicked-in 

position, pointing at the ball, and 

pretty much stay that way until you 

swing down. That’s when it moves 

toward the ball before ending up 

tucked behind the front knee.

A good drill to help train better 

knee action is one I saw LPGA great 

Mickey Wright demonstrate in this 

magazine many years ago. Put a 

golf ball under the outside of your 

back foot and make some practice 

swings. This helps give you a feel for 

how to prevent that backswing sway 

that ruins so many shots. Give it a 

try, and your impact will improve. 

Off the tee, what do you  

care about most?

▶ Hitting fairways: 69% 

▶ Consistent shot shape: 14%

▶ Not losing balls: 9%

▶ Maximum distance: 8%

S O U R C E :  G O L F  D I G E S T  R E A D E R S
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interviewed in his range   

rover while driving  

to a meeting “somewhere”  

in los angeles 

ou design and sell 

clothes with the word 

“golf” embl azoned on 

them, but you told bill-

board magazine in 2014 that it’s 

your least-favorite sport. are we 

still at the bottom? Overall, I don’t 

really like sports. I was never like the really 

masculine sports boy growing up. But be-

cause of my clothes, people always ask me, 

“Do you like golf?” It made me realize, if I 

would play any sport, golf would be the one.

what’s your fascination with the 

word “golf”?  Me and my friends call 

each other the Wolf Gang. One day I just 

switched the first letters. When the word 

“Golf” is simmered on something at  

a perfect size, it just looks really tight.

you’re a hip-hop artist, clothing 

designer and tv personality, but 

to us, you’re a budding golfer . 

you ok with that? Actually, in the next 

month or so I was going to figure out how to 

play this damn sport. I can’t be writing it on  

all my clothes and shoes and not know  

how to hit a ball. 

what do you know about the game? 

here’s a pop quiz: one of your 

songs is called “sandwitches,” but 

do you know what a sand wedge is? 

Is it a club? Am I right? 

Y

X-GOLF

Tyler,  
The Creator 

A hip-hop  

star’s 

fascination  

with the  

word ‘golf’



      Photographs by Julian Berman 

 “I didn’t intend 
for golfers to 

wear this stuff—
but they are.”



 “The beautiful �elds of grass you
 get to play on. It’s awesome.”

ok , here’s another . what’s  

a birdie? Let me take a wild guess: 

Is that when the ball doesn’t go far?

you’re thinking of a duff. 

one more: who is arnold 

palmer?  He’s a legendary golfer. 

And he makes the drink. I hate that 

drink. It’s not that delicious. 

do you ever run into  

middle-age golfers wearing 

your clothes?  Yeah, actually a 

lot of my fans’ parents. It looks re-

ally cool on them. Golfers actually 

look cool to me. It would be great to 

see a pro-golfer dude in something  

I made. Crazy colors. Just to give 

the game some excitement. Instead 

of burgundy and beige, pink and 

blue. Now beige with polka dots, 

that would be the sickest shit ever. 

sounds like you think the 

game needs more energy. 

Golf is pretty boring. It’s quiet. Peo-

ple clap really low. But the plus you 

have over every other sport are the 

beautiful fields of grass you guys get 

to play on. It’s awesome.

what does your alter ego,  

thurnis haley, say about 

your feelings toward golf? 

Thurnis is sick. He’s based on a 

composite of people. There were 

these old guys who used to hang 

out at Starbucks, where I worked. 

They played golf and dressed liked 

golfers and talked about nonsense. 

It was really funny how I did those 

videos on YouTube as Thurnis  

and then me actually ending up 

one day making golf attire.

are you wearing your  

brand golf wang right  

now? That’s all I wear, other  

than my Fruit of the Loom  

boxers. The hats are my  

favorite, and right now I’m in  

this green-and-blue fleece  

that I made for lumberjack  

type of dudes.

we know you’re busy.  

are we out of time?

We’ve got a few more minutes. 

Maybe like . . . Fore! minutes.  

Get it? I love that word . . . Fore!

great way to wrap. thanks.

Thank you so much. I love you. 

—Interviewed by Ron Kaspriske

tyler,  
the creator

age Turns 25  

on March 6.

lives L.A.

from Ladera 

Heights, Calif.

noted Hip-hop 

artist/producer 

with three albums, 

plus collaborations 

on several more. 

Creator and designer 

of Golf Wang  

clothing (golfwang 

.com). Played aging 

golfer Thurnis Haley 

for “Loiter Squad,” a 

sketch-comedy TV 

series that aired on 

the Cartoon Network 

(2012-’14). Real name 

is Tyler Okonma.
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The Golf Life    Road Report

Tracks Less Traveled

Feeling nostalgic? These classic 

designs have been revived

When it comes 

to golf, we get 

around. Each month 

our editors share  

dispatches on the 

cool places they visit.

fairways give it its muscle. 

You’ll find yourself hitting 

driver, then fairway wood 

on the par-4 fourth, which 

climbs 85 feet from the tee 

to the green. On the par-3 

eighth (let), you’ll use body 

English to ensure your tee 

shot doesn’t splash. Regard-

less of how you’re playing, it 

doesn’t take long to appreci-

ate the par-72, 7,015-yard 

course. Before the age of the 

bulldozer, architects relied 

on Mother Nature to make 

their courses memorable. 

This is an excellent example 

($210 for a round and one 

night’s stay at the Mission 

Inn Resort, double occu-

pancy). —RON KASPRISKE

▶  e l c a m p e ó n g o l f c o u r s e at m i s s i o n i n n 

H OW E Y- I N - T H E - H I L L S ,  F L A .

▶  g o l d c o u r s e 
at t h e w i g w a m 

L I T C H F I E L D 
PA R K ,  A R I Z .

Illustration by Alison Seifer

you wouldn’t  

think a place such 

as the Gold Course, 

once on Golf Digest’s 

list of America’s 100 

Greatest, would ever 

be overlooked by the 

golfing public. But 

as newer, perhaps 

more aesthetically 

stimulating courses 

have sprung up in 

cactus country, the 

Robert Trent Jones 

Sr. design (below) has 

been largely passed 

over. That’s a shame, 

considering the 

Gold, which opened 

in 1965, remains a 

classic golf experi-

ence. It’s a course 

where the architect’s 

signature isn’t in bold 

letters, but in the pre-

sentation of 18 solid 

holes. Not your typi-

cal punishing “target 

golf” desert course, 

the Gold ($115 with 

cart) is a brusquely 

straightforward 

proposition that isn’t 

overly hostile to poor 

shots. Bolstered by a 

resort-wide renova-

tion, The Wigwam’s 
54-hole facility has 

been fully restored to 

its prominence.  

—E. MICHAEL JOHNSON

you can enjoy a round 

here without giving a 

hoot about history, but an 

appreciation of “Old Brack” 

heightens the experience. 

One of architect A.W. Tilling-

hast’s earliest designs (1915), 

it hosted the Texas Open from 

1922-’59, a cream puff to be 

sure (Jug McSpaden once shot 

a 12-under-par 59), but with 

seven water holes, it can be a 

challenge. Highway expansion 

in 1968 chopped off 10 acres 

and one hole, so the back 

nine was reversed and rebuilt 

by Verne Schmidt, who also 

ripped out the rubber-tee mats 

used by Hagen, Hogan, Nelson 

and Snead and installed grass. 

By the 1980s the course had 

devolved into a scruffy muny, 

but architect John Colligan  

revived it in 2008. He re-

turned the back nine to Till-

inghast’s routing as best he 

could, refashioned greens, 

added cross bunkers and im-

proved turf conditions. At $60 

weekends, it’s now a museum 

treasure. —RON WHITTEN

▶  brackenridge 
park golf course 

S A N  A N T O N I O

hills? in florida? Yep. Big ones, too. The kind where you 

can see the otherwise flat terrain of the Sunshine State 

sprawling for miles. That’s what you’ll notice first when you 

play El Campeón in Central Florida. The course, which dates 

to 1917, recently underwent significant renovations to its 

green complexes. 

Consequently, the 

course is in great 

shape, perhaps its 

best ever, and is 

as challenging as 

anything built be-

fore the Great De-

pression. The hills, 

multiple water haz-

ards and tree-lined 
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Does your beer smell like microwaved 
popcorn? That’s a problem.

D ON’T BE A DUD  when  

it comes to your suds. If you 

care about what you drink, 

you need to put some effort 

into ordering a draft beer  

at any 19th hole. This isn’t a lo-

cal TV news flash, “Draft beer 

leads to sudden death; more at 

11,” but there are a few things 

you can control to make sure 

you get the best-tasting beer 

possible. “If stored, poured and 

handled properly, a draft is the 

freshest quality beer experience 

you can have,” says Mark Lang,  

a draft-beer expert with Heineken 

USA. With that in mind, here  

are five pieces of advice  

to consider. —RON KASPRISKE

 

Drat Wisely

Not all beer 

on tap is 

equal. Some 

advice for 

how to order

don’t just 

order by 

color Dark beers 
aren’t always stron-
ger than lighter 
ones, and ales aren’t 
always darker than 
lagers. Guinness 
Draught is as dark 
as night, but it’s only 
4.3 percent alcohol 
and has a mild taste. 
The alcohol content 
in Heineken’s pale 
lager is 5 percent.

watch how 

it’s poured 

Bartenders routinely 
stick the inside of 
a glass right on the 
tap and then pour. 
This might reduce 
the amount of foam 
poured, but every 
time this is done, the 
outside of the faucet 
becomes coated in 
beer, which eventu-
ally breeds bacteria. 
You’re better off  
ordering a bottle 
if you see the bar-
tender doing this.

check the 

glass A good 
bartender will rinse 
a glass before pour-
ing beer into it. This 
removes dust and 
detergent residue 
that can sour your 
appreciation of the 
beer. Ask for a clean 
glass for each beer 
you drink.

temperature 

matters  

A frosty pint sounds 
great, but once a 
beer’s temperature 
drops into the lower 
30s, its flavors are 
muted. Beer should 
be stored cold to 
slow aging, but if it’s 
icy to the touch, it 
needs to be warmed 
before you can taste 
all its flavors. Even 
just warming the 
glass with your hands 
helps get it to the 
ideal of 38 degrees.

smell before 

you sip When 
you smell the beer  
in the glass, do you 
get a hint of buttery 
microwaved pop-
corn? That’s diace-
tyl, a chemical that 
forms when bacteria 
builds in the lines 
that run from a keg 
to the tap. Good bars 
clean these lines at 
least once every two 
weeks to prevent 
diacetyl from form-
ing. Bad bars, ones 
with funky drat beer, 
don’t bother. You’ve 
been warned.

BEER HERE

The Golf Life    The Pour
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The Golf Life    Ask Golf Digest

▶ please,  
just stop

What’s the 

deal with guys 

saying “one” 

every time a ball 

falls off the tee?

We’re not sure 

how this became 

a phenomenon, 

especially be-

cause there’s no 

penalty if a ball 

falls or is knocked 

off a tee as long 

as it wasn’t during 

a stroke (Rule 11-

3). Our best guess 

is that golfers 

have been beaten 

up by the rules 

so much over the 

years, something 

as innocuous as  

a ball falling off 

the tee seems  

like it must re-

sult in a penalty 

stroke. Either way, 

next time you hear 

“one,” just re-

spond “helluva  

great golfer.”
When they’re not 

busy binge-watching 

“Masterpiece The-

atre” on Amazon Prime, the boys 

and girls who decide the Rules of 

Golf spend a lot of time thinking 

about what you can and can’t 

do with your smartphone. For 

instance, it’s OK to briefly watch 

funny cat videos between shots, 

but it’s not OK to watch the mu-

sical “Cats”. Also, you’re not al-

lowed to listen to music while 

making a stroke or for prolonged 

periods between shots. As for 

your question: You can check 

your phone for swing advice if 

it was acquired before—not dur-

ing—the round (DECISION 14-3/16).

Does the inclusion of   

“National” in the name of  

a course, such as Trump  

National, mean anything? 

PETE SMITH, 
GLENMOORE, PA.

▶ ▶ ▶

Remember Ricardo Montalbán?  

You know, “I am Mr. Roarke, 

your host. Welcome to Fantasy 

Island.” The guy in the white 

suit was a pretty big deal in the 

1970s and ’80s. He used to do a 

commercial touting the crafts-

manship of the Chrysler Cor-

doba luxury car citing its “soft 

Corinthian leather” interior. 

Turns out, there was no such 

thing as “Corinthian” leather. 

But it didn’t matter. When he 

spoke those words in his mas 

macho voice, it sure sounded 

like the type of car seats that 

would perfectly mesh with a 

lime-green polyester jumpsuit. 

The use of National is a lot like 

that. It gives an impression of 

importance and grandeur to 

those who choose to get caught 

up in marketing gimmicks. 

Frankly, we’re waiting for the 

day “Galactic” starts showing 

up on Donald Trump’s golf-

club logos. Until then, what 

National really means is that 

they can charge $24 for a club 

sandwich.

I downloaded a video of my favorite driving tip, 

and for a refresher watched it on my phone during 

my round the next day. The guys I played with said 

that’s against the rules. True?  JACK FINNELLY, CHICAGO
Q

A
Do the PGA Tour and LPGA 

Tour have a minimum-

length requirement for their 

tournament courses? 

RON WILLIAMS,  
SIMPSONVILLE, S.C.

▶ ▶ ▶

Although neither organization 

said it would pass on a course 

based on its length alone, you 

can pretty much figure out what 

their minimums are if you look 

at the courses where they an-

nually play tournaments. The 

shortest course on the PGA Tour 

in 2015 was Pebble Beach, tip-

ping at 6,816 yards. (They did 

play an unofficial event—the 

CVS Health Charity Classic—

on the 6,682-yard Rhode Island 

Country Club.) It would seem 

6,800 is the minimum when 

FedEx Cup points are at stake. 

The LPGA Tour says its average 

course yardage is 6,200 to 6,600 

yards, but it does play the Shop-

rite Classic on the 6,177-yard Bay 

Course at Stockton Seaview Ho-

tel & Golf Club outside Atlantic 

City. That’s white-tee short.

QUICK HITS

▶ Black belt?  
Always. 

▶ Black socks? 
Sometimes.

▶ Black glove?  
Time to get a  
new one.

Submit your burning 
questions here:  
ask@golfdigest.com or 
on Twitter @GolfDigest
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greyson shirt, $95, pants, $130

▶ The bold graphics and 
patterns in Greyson’s line are 
the product of Charlie Schaefer, 
formerly with Ralph Lauren. 
Schaefer is known for blending 
technical fabrics into unique 
designs. Available this spring, 
the line will be worn by Morgan 
Hoffmann of the PGA Tour.

1

5

2

New Kids 
on the 
Block

6 brands  

to watch  

in 2016

ping jacket, $260

▶ Emphasizing a commitment 
to quality, Ping is designing its 
own clothes for 2016. Among its 
new offerings is this waterproof, 
seam-sealed jacket featuring  
a stretchable, three-layer fabric.

dunhill links vest, $225

▶ The outerwear, polos and 
pants in the Dunhill Links 2016 
collection feature modern 
touches such as the clean stripes 
on this full-zip vest.

redvanly shirt, $92

▶ Unique color schemes help 
Redvanly stand out for its casual 
style: a different—and welcome—
look for golf. These shirts also 
have a lightweight, athletic feel 
for comfort on the course. 

g/fore shirt, $125 devereux shorts, $88 

▶ Known for colorful gloves and shoes, G/FORE has extended 
that approach to its new men’s and women’s collections. Notice 
how this shirt can be worn over his shorts? That’s the ultimate 
in versatility. Devereux’s shorts, part of a new collection worn by 
the PGA Tour’s Danny Lee, also bring a contemporary attitude.

3
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Illustration by John Cuneo

“A lot of golfers play the ‘I’m a professional 
athlete’ card way too early.”

 We get to travel the country, 

sometimes the world, and what 

do they do? Lock themselves in 

the same Courtyard Marriott or 

Hilton Garden Inn again and 

again. Now they can practically 

smell the range from the room. 

You have almost no choice but 

to wear yourself out practicing 

for five hours after every round. 

It’s golf. It’s never all going to be 

perfect. Notice how not many of 

the top-10 guys hang out all day.

More important, you’re 

probably single. Go to any bar 

near the tournament and it’s 

going to be filled with dudes, 

mostly the ones you work with. 

All the caddies, staffers, equip-

ment reps, media—a lot of guys 

who just have crushes on Rickie 

Fowler, anyway. If you want to 

find action, book a hotel in the 

nearest real city. 

Obviously, some weeks 

are better than others. At The 

I

Greenbrier Classic, I’ll just hang 

out at the resort like everyone 

else. But if I’m playing The Bar-

clays, I always stay in Manhat-

tan. For the Deutsche Bank, I’m 

in downtown Boston. Even for 

the Frys.com in Napa, the drive 

to San Francisco isn’t terrible. 

Who cares if it’s an hour to the 

golf course? No matter where 

we tee it up, you’re always going 

to be driving against the traf-

fic. Plus, our courtesy cars are 

almost always luxe.

And if you’re going to be out 

late chasing tail, ordering Uber 

or a taxi is going to be a much 

smoother process in a city than 

some random gated commu-

nity off the Interstate.

If you’re a decent-looking 

guy and can find upscale bars, 

you should have no problem. 

Though it’s amazing some of the 

dorks out here who still manage 

never to seal the deal. A lot of 

golfers play the “I’m a profes-

sional athlete” card way too 

early. Not only is it a douchey 

move, but I need to develop a 

good feeling about a person be-

fore I let her know who I am.  

It’s a different world with social 

media nowadays. She might 

seem nice, but give it a week, 

and she’s out to burn you. 

Believe it or not, some play-

ers have posted profiles on 

hookup apps like Tinder, where 

you put a picture and a first 

name. As “mini” celebrities, 

that’s just asking for trouble.  

I’ll never go near Tinder now, 

but sometimes I do wonder 

what it would’ve been like to 

have that technology in college. 

Talk about layups.

Then again, a lot of scoring 

still happens the old-fashioned 

way, at the course. You’ll notice 

a woman in your gallery. She 

walks for a couple of holes. You 

say hi. You exchange phone 

numbers. Done. 

Maybe one day I’ll be a 

marquee player getting huge 

money to mingle at corporate 

parks every night. But for now, 

I’m enjoying where I am in life. 

It’s good to be the stranger with 

the $18 martini in his hand. 

—WITH MAX ADLER

Undercover Tour Pro 

The single life

t’s kind of weird to say that I’m  
a millionaire and I’m not even  
35, but it’s the truth. I’m on a 
good run of seasons finishing  

inside the top 100 in the FedEx Cup.  
My endorsements might be shavings  
compared to some of the bigger names,  
but there’s one thing I wouldn’t trade:  
I can walk into a bar and nobody knows 
who I am. ▶ Which brings me to the one 
piece of advice I give anyone trying to 
make it on the PGA Tour: You don’t have 
to stay three minutes from the golf course.  
It’s the mistake all these rookies make. 
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The Need for Speed  

Velocity-based training 

can help you hit the 

longest drives of your life

f you’ve ever wondered 

how someone like 

5-foot-9, 150-pound 

Rickie Fowler or 5-foot-9, 

165-pound Rory McIlroy can 

consistently drive the ball past 

golfers who look like NFL line-

backers, it’s certainly not be-

cause they’re stronger. And it’s 

not necessarily because they 

have better technique.

A key ingredient in their 

distance prowess is the amount 

of power they can generate. It’s 

one thing to be strong. And it’s 

another to be fast. But when 

you’re strong and fast, you have 

the ingredients to really bomb 

it. That’s the concept behind a 

to 100 mph offers the potential 

of 36 more yards (see chart) on 

center-face strikes.

“I’ve introduced it to many 

golfers,” Shear says, “and I think 

it will one day become a training 

norm for most athletes.”

Technological developments 

allow gym-goers and trainers 

to monitor power output. In-

novations include the Push 

Band ($289, trainwithpush.com) 

and Beast Sensor ($199, thisis 

beast.com). These products are 

computerized arm bands that 

sync to a smartphone wirelessly. 

They have sensors that detect 

movement and indicate how 

much force, power and speed 

are being generated with each 

repetition of an exercise. The 

companies also sell accessories 

such as belts and vests that you 

wear to track effort for plyomet-

ric exercises like box jumps.

Another VBT device is Bar 

Sensei ($395, assess2perform 

.com), though it’s limited to bar-

bell exercises. The same com-

pany also developed a group 

of medicine balls—known as 

Ballistic Balls ($395 each)—that 

have sensors inside that measure 

effort when throwing them.

The goal, Shear says, is to 

move weights or perform exer-

cises at a velocity range of one 

meter to 1½ meters per second. 

Move faster, and you’re not train-

ing hard enough, so you need to 

increase the load. Move slower, 

and you’re overloading—work-

ing with too much weight—and 

probably not improving your 

power output.

“Some days you can lift 

heavier weights than others, 

making it hard to know if you’re 

training in the optimal range,” 

Shear says. “But VBT is self-reg-

ulating. You’ll know immediate-

ly if your workout is too hard or 

too easy.” —RON KASPRISKE

I

▶ hit the gas What’s your power potential? Here are the 

results of ball-flight simulations based on a consistent and a 

highly efficient impact ratio (smash factor) of approximately 1.48.
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“You’ll know immediately if your  
workout is too hard or too easy.”

type of training rapidly gain-

ing popularity with athletes in 

all sports—even golf. It’s called 

velocity-based training, or VBT. 

Instead of focusing on how much 

weight is moved, VBT focuses on 

the rate of speed for each repeti-

tion of any mobile exercise.

VBT  improves muscle coor-

dination, timing and, most im-

portant, swing speed, says Golf 

Digest fitness advisor Ben Shear, 

who works with PGA Tour pros 

Webb Simpson, Luke Donald 

and Russell Henley. According 

to Foresight Sports ball-flight-

simulation models, increasing 

the average amateur’s swing 

speed from 90 miles per hour b
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4 STEPS TO MAKE THE HARD HOLES PLAY EASY
When I look at a golf course, I don’t see trouble. I see opportunities.  

It might have tight fairways or heavy rough or be super long—that’s 

fine by me. On tour, we expect a tough test. But I’m not sure everyone 

has that kind of mind-set. I think a lot of golfers see a hard hole or 

stretch of holes, and instead of revving up, they get defensive. 

Before they even put their tee in the ground, they’re thinking 

about avoiding double bogey, not how they can par this 

sucker. Assuming you’re playing from the right tees 

for your skill level, there’s no reason to let any hole 

routinely beat you up. I’ll show you how to turn 

the tables on tough holes, from tee to green, so 

you can become the bully. —with ron kaspriske



 1 
Here’s where most ama-

teurs go wrong: Instead 

of being aggressive, they 

opt for the safe play. That 

approach is fine if you 

commit to it and put a good 

swing on the ball, but that’s 

not what usually happens. 

Most people go into “steer-

ing mode” when faced with a 

tough tee shot. When you try 

to guide the ball, your swing 

gets short and hesitant, and 

you usually end up in trouble.  

I don’t know about you, but if 

my drive is going to find the 

junk, I’d rather be 50 yards 

closer to  the hole.

      At the PGA Championship 

at Whistling Straits last year,  

I started on No. 10. It has a 

bunker in the middle of the 

fairway that calls for a 290-yard 

carry. Catch the bunker, and 

you’re looking at bogey or 

worse. When I was warming 

up, my coach, Butch Harmon, 

said it might be good to hit 

4-iron to avoid the sand. I said, 

“Nah, I’m just going to send it.” 

He loved that term. I ended up 

flying the bunker and making 3.

So here’s my advice: Grab 

your driver, think about the 

best tee shot you've ever hit, 

and send it. Make sure you 

take your time going back.  

Before you start down, feel  

like you can’t turn back any 

farther (below). You’ll store 

extra power and give yourself 

more time on the downswing 

to square the face so you put 

the ball in the short grass.
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 2
Assuming you  took  

my advice and hit a  

decent drive, you gave 

the hole a nice punch 

to the gut. But he’s 

not down yet. You need to be 

equally aggressive with your 

irons. I don’t mean fire at a pin 

tucked next to a water hazard. 

I’m talking about what you 

need to do to that little white 

ball—you’ve gotta go get it.

On the final hole of last 

year’s U.S. Open, a 600-yard 

par 5, I needed a birdie to tie 

Jordan [Spieth] and an eagle 

to win. I swung almost 100  

percent off the tee and ripped 

one way down the narrow  

fairway. I had 260 let, but  

I thought I could get a 5-iron 

there because of the helping 

wind and firm ground. Still,  

I really had to step on the ball. 

Because I went ater it, I made 

a free swing and knocked my 

approach to 12 feet.

When I say you’ve “gotta 

go get it,” that doesn’t mean 

I want you to swing so wildly 

you lose your balance. Start 

with a nice, stable base, a little 

wider than normal. Then try 

to smash down on the ball. 

You’ll notice here that my head 

has already turned toward the 

target (right). I do this instinc-

tively before impact to allow a 

full, free-flowing move through 

the ball. Keeping your head 

locked down only restricts 

your swing—and your distance. 

I let my head swivel to make 

sure I keep my swing speed  

up through the ball.

‘CREATE 

A STABLE 

BASE, THEN 

TRY TO 

SMASH 

DOWN ON 

THE BALL .'

march 2016  |  golfdigest.com    61



62    golfdigest.com  |  month 2016

g
u

t
t

e
r

 c
r

e
d

it
 t

k

Photograph by First Lastname62    golfdigest.com  |  march 2016

 3 
Whether you’re trying 

to take down a par 5 or 

your aggressive iron 

shot on a par 4 missed 

the green, there are 

times when you’ll need to be 

an assassin with your wedge. 

First thing to do is throttle 

back from your approach-shot 

mind-set. Because my full 

swing is so long, I tend to over-

swing my wedges. I either shut 

the face or have to decelerate 

to avoid airmailing the green. 

If you want to hit great wedge 

shots, you need to gather 

yourself like you just went from 

a fast break to shooting a free 

throw because you got fouled.

At the HSBC Champions in 

November, I was in contention 

on Sunday and had a short 

pitch on the par-5 eighth hole 

to set up a birdie. I hit a sweet 

little shot, but the ball hit the 

base of the flagstick and car-

omed off the green and into  

a water hazard. Bad luck, but 

I’m still happy with that shot 

because I pulled off what 

Butch and I have been working 

on with my wedges.

To hit these wedge shots 

tight, make a shorter, wider 

backswing (below). Feel the 

extension in your arms, and 

resist the urge to let the club 

keep going back with any un-

necessary wrist action. Then 

just let everything—club, 

hands, arms and body—come 

through together. You should 

get it close enough to have  

a legit birdie putt.

‘TO HIT THESE 

WEDGE SHOTS 

TIGHT, MAKE 

A SHORTER, 

WIDER 

BACKSWING.’
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 4
You know what makes 

you miss more putts 

than anything? The 

fear of missing. You 

need to think like NFL 

cornerbacks do. If they get 

beat on a pass play, they put 

the helmet back on and get 

ready to stop the next one. 

Last year on tour I had the 

second-lowest putts-per-

round average on Sundays. 

For me, part of bullying a hole 

is thinking you can make any 

putt, especially when it comes 

down to crunch time.

On that final hole of the  

U.S. Open last summer, I could 

have trickled the ball down 

near the cup in hopes of get-

ting a short putt to force a 

playoff. But I tried to make the 

eagle putt for the win, and it 

rolled four feet past. Missing 

the next one didn’t bother me 

like you might think, because  

I gave that green my best shot. 

The thrill of being in that situ-

ation and not cowering is what 

I’ve taken from that day.

To make the tough ones, 

you’ve got to trust your feel. 

As you read a putt, try to get a 

sense for the pace you’ll need. 

Then, when you get over the 

ball, keep your eyes trained  

on the hole (right). Don’t worry 

about body positions or how 

precise your aim is. Your body 

will naturally adjust if you’re 

looking at your target. 

     Finally, look back to the ball 

and go. You’ll give it a really 

good roll and know you didn’t 

let the situation get to you. 

That's a great goal for any shot 

going forward: Be a bully.

+ ADIDAS shirt, $75, pants, $85, belt, $70, hat, $28, shoes, $200 TAYLORMADE glove, $22

1.72
2015 rank: 3rd

putts per green
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IT’S ALL ABOUT LEARNING TO USE THE CLUB’S    
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 BOUNCE / BY STAN UTLEY
how do you practice your short game? Most people move from 

one perfect lie to another and start to find their rhythm after 

half a dozen or so tries. That’s nice, but how much of your real 

golf comes in perfect conditions? Even if you’re teeing it up at 

Augusta National, you’ll run across a variety of less-than-ideal 

greenside lies. Unless you know how to diagnose the situation 

and use the club the right way for each shot, you’re going to be 

hitting and hoping. To make a point here, I tried out four extreme 

playing surfaces: pavement, my back-yard pool, the artificial 

turf at Arizona State’s football practice facility and the desert. 

Each of these represents a common bad lie you face when you 

play: hardpan, sloppy ground conditions, super-tight grass and 

an unmaintained waste area. The techniques I’m using here are 

the same ones you should use on the course. You’ll see they’re 

mostly changes in the setup and how you use the bounce on 

the bottom of the club. If you know how to get the club to inter-

act correctly with the ground, then it’s a matter of picking how 

far behind the ball to hit. You’ll be able to approach even the 

toughest short-game shots without fear. —with matthew rudyUP
DOWN

LIE
FROM ANY

+



▶ 

Closely mowed grass makes play-

ers nervous because they think 

they need perfect execution. So

they force it. If you’re falling back 

or pulling the club through instead

of swinging it, you’ll tend to hit 

thin shots. Your reaction will be to

move the ball back in your stance, 

which forces you to hit down

steeply, leaving a tiny window for

a good shot to happen.

    Don’t make it so difficult. The 

sole of a good wedge—I use a 

58-degree with about 8 degrees of 

bounce for most shots—will inter-

act with tight turf just fine. Set up

with your feet narrow, shoulders 

level and let arm sot. If you hyper-

extend your let arm, that tips your

shoulders back and moves the

bottom of your swing way behind 

the ball. Play the ball in the center 

of your stance, and let the club’s

sole skim the grass. 

TIGHT LIES: KEEP YOUR 

LEAD ARM REL A XED 

▶

Sloppy, wet lies can be intimidat-

ing because you don’t know what

to expect. Will the club get stuck in

the muck or come through clean?

Out of fear, a lot of players swing

too easy, which usually causes 

you to duff it. From these lies, you

should be thinking about playing 

a standard bunker shot.

    Set up with the ball two to three 

inches in front of center, and un-

hinge your wrists aggressively on

the downswing while keeping your

right palm pointed upward—that

keeps the bounce on the bottom

of the club pointed down. If you let

your wrists roll over and turn the 

clubface down, you’ll dig the lead-

ing edge into the ground and lose

all your speed. Just unhinge your 

wrists and give it some speed, as

if you were trying to skip a rock all

the way across a pond.

SOFT LIES: GIVE IT PLENT Y 

OF SPEED AT THE BOTTOM

+ PING Tour Eye jacket, $260, pants, $240, hat, $24 • FOOTJOY glove, $30 (top) + PING shirt, $59, hat, $24 • FOOTJOY shoes, $190, glove, $30 (above and other pages)

(previous page)

▶ 

One basic for any short-game

shot is keeping your spine

straight up and down (viewed 

face-on) throughout the swing.

This helps control where the club 

hits the ground. That’s important 

from a firm lie like hardpan—or 

pavement. On grass, you can

fall back on the downswing and

sometimes scoop the ball up. But

if you fall back on a firm lie, the 

club will ricochet off the ground,

and you’ll skull the shot.

Start with the ball in the center 

of your stance and your weight

favoring your front leg. Keep your 

head in place during the back-

swing and turn through the shot 

without dipping. Use your wrists

to throw the clubhead through so 

you get the bounce skidding just 

behind the ball. Let the club’s lot 

do the work of getting the ball up.

HARDPAN: STAY TALL AND 

SKID THROUGH IMPACT





stan utley,  ranked 14th on Golf Digest’s 50 Best Teachers in America, is based at Grayhawk Golf Club in Scottsdale. 

▶

Waste areas can be a challenge because they range in consistency from firm, gravelly 

dirt to powdery, bunker-like sand. To get a good result, you need to judge how far to hit

behind the ball. In general, the firmer the surface, the closer to the ball you should hit.

If the waste area isn’t designated a hazard, you’re free to take a practice swing. Make a 

couple rehearsals and feel how the surface responds.

     You can also get information from your feet. Do they settle into the surface, or are

you standing more on top? On any shot, make sure to let the clubhead swing instead 

of just moving the grip faster. See here how my let elbow has responded to the swing 

and moved back along my let side? That means the clubhead released. I’ve let the 

club swing and finished tall with my body. You can do the same on tricky lies like these.

WASTE AREAS: LEARN TO READ THE GROUND

‘LET THE CLUBHEAD 

SWING INSTEAD  

OF JUST MOVING THE  

GRIP FASTER.’





▶ Consider this: Golfers with great long 

games tend to be weaker around the 

greens, and those with terrific short 

games often struggle with ball-striking. 

Why? Because a full swing and a chip 

or pitch are fundamentally opposite 

motions, yet many of us approach 

them the same way. The fix begins with 

understanding “kinematic sequence.” 

Simply put, the sequence of motion 

for a short-game shot should be the re-

verse of a full swing. On big swings, the 

lower body leads the downswing; in the 

short game, the clubhead initiates the 

first move to the ball. Here’s what you 

need to know to get good at both. 

▶ In most athletic motions, 

energy courses through the 

body like a whip. Say you’re 

throwing a punch. You plant 

your lead foot and your 

body weight sinks into that 

thigh. Next, your hips start 

to rotate open. As your hip 

rotation slows, your torso 

rotates faster. As your torso 

slows, the power travels to 

your arm, then your hand 

and, ultimately, your poor 

victim’s nose. This acceler-

ation and then deceleration 

of each body part is called 

the kinematic sequence. 

The golf swing is a clas-

sic example. The lower 

body begins the down-

swing (le�). Your energy 

then moves to the torso, 

then the arms, with the force 

multiplying along the way 

until it’s unleashed at the tip 

of the whip, the clubhead.  

Too much information, 

right? The beauty is, be-

cause this whipping action 

happens faster than we can 

consciously control, all you 

need to do is nail the first 

move to set it in motion. 

With any full swing, start 

the downswing by imagin-

ing you’re squashing a spi-

der with your lead foot. That 

image will get things going. 

If you’re a slicer, you 

probably start down with 

your upper body. A drill 

to correct that is to take 

a middle iron and hit full-

speed shots stopping right 

ater impact. This cut-off 

finish will train your body to 

release its speed at the ball. 

BUST THIS RULE!  
GOOD HITTERS  
CAN’T CHIP,  
AND GOOD CHIPPERS 
CAN’T HIT  
by christopher smith

Photographs by J.D. Cuban

full swing



▶ Here’s a scene from the 

short-game area: A golfer 

toils away on short pitches, 

chunking or blading every 

other ball. His phone rings, 

and as he holds it and ca-

sually swings the club with 

just his right hand—pres-

to!—he starts hitting it pure. 

A one-arm swing with 

the dominant hand induces 

proper short-game action. 

And the sequence of mo-

tion is nearly the opposite 

of a full swing: The club-

head drops to initiate the 

downswing, and the energy 

flows to the hands, the 

arms, the torso and finally 

to the lower body. Swinging 

one-handed, it’s almost im-

possible to start down with 

anything but the clubhead. 

How close to the green 

should you be to reverse 

your sequence? It’s more 

about the contact you want 

to make. On pitches and 

chips, the trailing edge of 

the clubhead strikes the 

turf first, slightly behind the 

ball. This lets the bounce 

(the wide bottom of a 

wedge) slide through and 

get a clean, sot strike. On 

full shots, with the lower 

body leveraging, it’s ball-

first contact, with the lead-

ing edge ripping a divot.   

Hitting one-handed isn’t 

easy, so start without a ball. 

Rest your let fist on your 

chest to get it out of the way 

(right). At first, just try to 

scuff the grass. You’ll quick-

ly feel how the sequence 

differs from the full swing.  

  —with max adler

christopher smith 

is the PGA lead instructor 

at Pumpkin Ridge Golf Club 

outside Portland, Oregon.

+ NIKE shirt, $70, pants, $90, shoes, $120, hat, $32, belt, $50 

short game
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the u.s. would do better in Ryder 

Cups if our guys felt freed up to show 

more emotion. There was a time when an 

outward show of fire from a Lanny Wad-

kins or Raymond Floyd was welcome. 

Over the past 20 years, the media has 

pretty much beat it out of them. In inter-

national team play, where you’re playing 

for your country and each other, it’s natu-

ral to show excitement. It can lift you up, 

take you to another level. But our players 

have been ridiculed so much for celebrat-

ing, they tend to rein it in—to their det-

riment. So long as you’re respecting the 

other players, the course and the game of 

golf, everything else is fine.

● 

say every hole i played was the 13th 

at Augusta National. I’m in the middle of 

the fairway, conditions ordinary, 4-iron 

to the green. Do I go for it in two or lay 

up? I go for it, every time. Every great 

person in business, athletics or any-

thing else, has had the nerve to gamble 

on themselves. They have a deep self-

belief. That’s why, when I hit a shot fat 

into a hazard on the final hole at the 

Deutsche Bank in 2014, I stood in the 

fairway and laughed. It cost me a chance 

to win the tournament, but what the 

heck. I knew then and know even more 

now that most times I’ll pull it off.

● 

everybody says they aren’t scared of 

dying, but it sure scares the crap out 

of me. Death is the ultimate thing you 

can’t control. You never know when 

my shot  ●  2 9   ●   jac ksonville be ach  ●   florida

THE WORLD ACCORDING 

TO HORSCHEL, FROM MONEY 

TO TWITTER TO STYLE
wi th guy yo com

● it’s the age of the posse. Close-knit circles of trust that are almost like support 
groups. Bubba Watson, Rickie Fowler and Webb Simpson are the ultimate posse 
on the PGA Tour, though there are a couple of others. On the Champions Tour, 
there’s the posse of Brad Faxon, Jeff Sluman and Jay Haas. I’m not a long-term 
posse guy. I’ll hang around with a group of guys for a while, then start fresh 
with a whole new crew. People do get tired of each other. After I’ve been home 
for a few weeks [wife] Brittany will say, “Don’t you have somewhere to go?”  

●  i can’t say i’m a fan of the task force to fix what’s wrong with the American 
Ryder Cup team. Jim Furyk phoned me to explain the reasoning behind it, 
which was nice of him because I’ve yet to play Ryder Cup. Like I told him, 
“task force” sounds desperate. After two years of public talk about the 
task force, what happens if it doesn’t work? You’re going to get hammered 
worse than ever. Getting veteran players and past captains together to 
discuss ideas is smart. But by making it public, it adds a lot of pressure.
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or how it will happen. Heaven or hell, 

there’s no guarantee. If I could buy 

more time, I would. Say, $50 million for 

a hundred extra years.

● 

i asked tiger a while back, “Want to go 

grab some dinner?” He gave me sort of 

a look, and I immediately understood. 

He can’t go out to eat without being 

mobbed, or at least interrupted. That’s 

how it is for Tiger and Rory. I don’t think 

I’d like the total loss of privacy. But I’d 

like to be good enough to find out how 

tough it is.

● 

the final round of the U.S. Open at 

Chambers Bay, I made some gestures 

on TV that indicated how bad I thought 

the greens were. Man, did my Twitter  

[@BillyHo_Golf, with almost 100,000 

followers] explode. There were maybe 

4,000 Tweets about my fake-slamming 

the sixth green with my putter, and 

that night I read every single one of 

them. I blocked a lot of people, includ-

ing a lot of media members. I blocked 

so many, I later had trouble remember-

ing who I’d blocked, and why. I didn’t 

sleep. Even with horrible greens, the 

cream rose to the top. It always does. 

But if the greens were better, I think 

Dustin Johnson would have won. He 

hit so many great putts that should 

have gone in but wiggled all over the 

place and stayed out.

i’m not quick to block, by the way. 

After almost 9,000 tweets, my skin has 

gotten thicker, but I do draw a line. 

When I sense that someone is being dis-

respectful or tweeting something at me 

that they wouldn’t say to my face, they’re 

gone. Not just muted, but blocked.

● 

we all know that a lot of famous 

people don’t compose their Tweets. 

That includes some tour players who 

hire people to do it for them. You can 

tell who’s real and which ones are fake. 

I like to keep it real. If you’re putting 

your name on something, it should be 

authentic, straight from you.

● 

jamie sadlowski, the two-time long-

driving champ and a good buddy of 

mine, put on an exhibition at the CVS 

Charity Classic last June. You can’t 

watch Jamie without wondering, What 

if he were my designated driver on every 

hole? What kind of scores would I shoot? 

He hits it over 400 yards, so I’d have flip 

wedges into every par 4 and short irons 

into most of the par 5s. He might hit a 

couple of crooked drives, but he’d be past 

most of the trouble. Thing is, my wedge 

game isn’t very good right now. So at first, 

I’d score slightly worse. If my wedges 

were dialed in, it would be lights out.

● 

distance is huge in golf. You can only 

teach it to a point. As a little kid, I was 

dying for my dad to take me to the 

course for the first time. There was a 

little stream running across our prop-

erty, and he said, “Not until you can hit 

a ball over that creek.” I wound up as far 

as I could on every swing, trying to hit 

over that creek, and the day I finally did 

it was huge. It was a great lesson. Kids 

should be encouraged to hit the ball 

as far as they can and let the accuracy 

come later. They also should play other 

sports. That’s how they develop that 

“snap” that leads to average-size guys 

hitting it a mile.

●

bubba said he might retire at 40, 

which got some laughs. But when I 

heard him my first thought was, I might 

be right there with you. I’d love to reach 

the goals I’ve set and just walk away at 

40, or 45 at the latest. I’m only 29 and 

a long way from hanging it up, but al-

ready I find myself being tempted not to 

put in the time with golf that I used to. 

That happened when my daughter, Sky-

lar, came along. When you stop putting 

in as much time but expect the same re-

sults, that’s when the game starts to eat 

away at you. I really want to avoid that.

●

but what do you do instead? Morris 

Hatalsky, a veteran tour player now in 

his 60s, was telling me a lot of players 

reach a point where they want to switch 

careers, but they have a hard time drift-

ing out of their comfort zones. So they 

continue doing what they do best, 

which is to play golf. I’m trying to get a 

jump on how to buy, sell, renovate and 

develop property. That’s my other pas-

sion. After I won the FedEx Cup and 

almost $13 million over two weeks in 

2014, I asked a very smart financials 

guy how I should invest it. He said, 

“Buy real estate in good locations, the 

best you can afford.” I asked him why 

he liked land so much. “Because they 

aren’t making any more of it,” he said. 

“Whatever you pay for it, there’s almost 

a 100-percent chance it will increase in 

value, long term.”

●

my dad worked construction. Down-

and-dirty-labor stuff—drywall, stucco, 

framing, you name it. He’d be up at  

4 a.m. because he had a personal rule 

about being on the work site 30 min-

utes before sunrise. He’d work nonstop 

until 2 p.m., then come home in time to 

coach our baseball and football teams. 

He slept very little and had this incred-

ible energy that I inherited. I don’t need 

much sleep. Playing 36 doesn’t faze 

me. I recover very quickly. Natural en-

ergy is an underrated quality.

●

discipline was big around our house. 

My dad spanked me with a belt a few 

times, which people today find hor-

rifying. He never hurt me, but I sure 

WE ALL KNOW

THAT A LOT

OF FAMOUS

PEOPLE DON’T

COMPOSE

THEIR TWEETS.

. . . I LIKE TO

KEEP IT REAL.
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got the message. It was the sound of it 

more than anything. I think our soci-

ety has gotten too soft. Punishments 

that worked for a thousand years are 

suddenly rejected because a tiny per-

centage of people don’t know where to 

draw the line. Grounding a kid doesn’t 

mean anything; they just go play video 

games or hang out on their phones. A 

good old-fashioned spanking is more 

effective. 

●

money mattered when I was younger 

because my family didn’t have much. 

When I made a couple hundred grand 

my first year as a pro, it suddenly didn’t 

matter anymore. Then I injured my 

wrist hitting a bunker shot at the AT&T 

in 2010. Sitting out the rest of the year 

after reconstructive surgery, money 

mattered again—a lot. Now I’m in a po-

sition where I hopefully won’t have to 

worry whether I’ll have to live in a card-

board box. Bottom line, money only 

matters when you don’t have it.

●

when i gave my caddie, Micah Fug-

itt, $1 million of my $10-million bonus 

for winning the FedEx Cup, it was only 

the quickest way to show my gratitude. 

But money isn’t the only way. Grow-

ing up, if there were older people who 

couldn’t mow their yards, or neighbors 

who’d had surgery and needed help, 

the Horschels were there for them. If a 

hurricane came through, we were there 

cleaning up for residents. There are a lot 

of ways to show generosity.

●

my mom worked, too, so every day 

she’d drop me off at the golf course 

at 7:30 a.m., and I’d be at The Habitat 

at Valkaria all day. The pro, Alex Ro-

manoff, and some of the older regulars 

sort of kept an eye on me. Kids should 

hang out not just with other kids but 

with older people. I learned a lot about 

manners and communicating with 

people. And the grown-ups were a lot 

more fun than other kids gave them 

credit for. The jokes and one-liners I 

learned traveled very well. The adults 

at The Habitat weren’t all great golfers, 

but it still helped my game because I 

learned from watching what works and 

what doesn’t.

●

every player has a moment when they 

realize they can be really good. When I 

was 15, I worked part-time at a course 

called The Majors. There are thousands 

of good players in Florida, and one day 

a mini-tour player from Kentucky came 

through. We played, and for the better 

part of the round I had him. I think I got 

about $200 ahead, and the guy was play-

ing as good as he could play. He came 

back at the end and barely beat me, but 

after matching him shot for shot, I real-

ized I was pretty good and only going to 

get better. That’s when I decided this was 

what I wanted to do for a living.

●  

as a proud floridian, I’ve always 

wondered why my state has produced 

hundreds of good tour players, but no 

really great ones. Texas has this badass 

sense of pride and toughness. California 

has awesome courses, all kinds of geog-

raphy and a huge population. Florida 

has fantastic weather, which seems like 

a plus but actually is kind of a handicap. 

There’s this grinding year-round golf, 

where kids with talent do little else but 

play golf. I for one never saw snow fall-

ing until I was 25. I think Florida kids 

get a little sick of not doing much else 

but playing golf, and being pushed into 

it. By the time they mature, they’re dy-

ing to try something else. They’ve lost 

that hunger. 

●

i’m low on superstitions, big on ritu-

als. I carry four white tees in my right 

pocket, and if I break one, I immedi-

ately go to my bag and replace it. I mark 

my ball with a 1936 quarter I got nine 

years ago from the cashier at a Check-

ers drive-through. I’ve used the same 

divot-repair tool for eight years. I’m not 

big on change.

●

i always thought Pebble Beach was 

as good as it gets, but Pine Valley, 

which I saw for the first time last year, 

is on another level. It’s the one course 

I could play every day without getting 

bored. Everything there, from the cot-

tages to the clubhouse to every hole on 

the course, is exactly where and how it 

should be. There’s nothing that can be 

improved. The atmosphere is unreal.  

I hate country-club stuffiness more 

than anybody, and here you have the 

greatest course on the planet without 

a hint of pretentiousness. The staff, 

members and visitors are all raised to 

this incredible level of pure golfiness, 

where nothing else matters.

●

you don’t get to know many truly 

great people, but I’d put my coach at 

Florida, Buddy Alexander, on that list. 

He taught me how to really play golf. 

Advanced stuff on course and self-

management I hadn’t heard before. 

Life lessons and wisdom you can’t 

get anywhere else. When he was re-

cruiting me, he got my parents on the 

phone and said, “Every young man 

who comes through here believes 

he will someday make it to the PGA 

Tour. Many will have the right stuff to 

do that, and some will not. I’ve been 

around and will know whether they 

have that ability. My promise to you 

is, if Billy doesn’t have it, I will see to 

it that he leaves here fully prepared to 

have success in another walk of life.” 

That sold them, and it sold me. Coach 

Alexander retired at the end of 2014, 

but I’ll always feel close to him and 

grateful for how he looked after me.

●  

not that we florida guys were an-

gels. We had fake IDs and enjoyed ev-

erything that comes with them. At a 

tournament in Las Vegas, we hit the ca-

sinos. I got killed playing blackjack the 

first couple of nights. And I got my mon-

ey back, or close to it. One time I was 

down $1,000, which was catastrophic. 

Before the red-eye flight back to Florida, 

I went back to the casino, and after sev-

eral hours got to where I was down only 

a couple of hundred. It felt like winning. 

●

chris kyle wrote in his book, American 

Sniper, that his goal was to tell the story 

of the people he served with. In so many 

of the books I’ve read on war, it comes 

out that people fight for each other as 

much as they’re fighting for their flag. 

What makes the European Ryder Cup 

team play so hard? It isn’t for that blue 

flag with the gold stars on it, because the 

flag is not from a country. The flag repre-

sents the group of players and their sup-

porters. It’s powerful motivation.

●

check the history books. You’ll find 

the 2006 U.S. Amateur was played at 

Hazeltine, one of the toughest courses 

in the nation. And that I shot 60 in the 

first round. I’ve gotten a lot of compli-

ments for that over the years, and I 

just say thanks, but here’s the secret: I 

didn’t shoot the 60 at Hazeltine. I shot 

it at Chaska Town Course, a nice public 

course nearby. The early stroke-play 

rounds were played over two courses. 

Still, it was a 60.

●

my favorite thing to do is to get on the 

couch, turn on “Mickey Mouse Club-

house” and wait for Skylar to crawl up 

and snuggle next to me and watch. She’s 

15 months old, and I get as absorbed in 

watching kids shows as she does. I’ve 

actually caught myself watching “Fro-

zen,” “Ice Age” and “The Land Before 

Time” when she isn’t there.

●

look good, play good. White belts are 

out, except with white pants. The days of 

khaki pants and white shirts are dead. 

But if you wear a brightly colored shirt 

with those khakis, you get a pass. Iron 

your stuff every day, even if it just came 

back from the dry cleaner or is fresh out 

of the dryer. Shirts and pants, a little too 

small beats a little too big. Socks, any-

thing goes—loud is good. The days of 

matching them to your trousers or shoes 

are over. Never leave the house without a 

head-to-toe check. Even if you’re headed 

to the gym, you can adjust the draw-

string on your shorts just right, check 

your shoelaces and give your socks a 

tug. Look good, play good. 

FLORIDA HAS

FANTASTIC

WEATHER,

WHICH SEEMS

LIKE A PLUS

BUT ACTUALLY

IS KIND OF 

A HANDICAP.
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After you pick a line, 

don’t give yourself 

the chance to second-

guess it when you’re 

standing over the ball. 

I match up the line on 

my ball with the start 

line of my putt (right), 

then set up with the 

putterface perpendicu-

lar to that line. I set my 

grip and get my stance 

square to the line on 

the ball, not to the hole.

Once I know I have 

the putterface aligned 

precisely, I make sure 

I’m relaxed and com-

fortable in my posture. 

Nothing should feel 

rigid, tight or flexed. 

When I practice, I 

use a mirror to make 

sure my eyes are posi-

tioned inside the ball, 

because that helps 

the putter swing on a 

curved arc, just like 

every other club. If you 

set your eyes directly 

over the ball, like a lot 

of players do, it throws 

off your perspective.

Once my body is set, 

I don’t waste any time. 

I’ll take one more look 

at the target and then 

start my stroke (left).  

If you take that last 

look and don’t see your  

line clearly or don’t feel 

good about the stroke 

you’re about to make, 

it’s OK to back off and 

start over, just try not 

to make that a habit. 

Keep your routine 

brisk—and make a few 

putts—and you can be 

my partner anytime.  

      —with matthew rudy

TO MAKE MORE PUTTS, BE PRECISE BUT THEN LET IT GO BY KEVIN STREELMAN

Working on your putting isn’t the most exciting way to spend an af-

ternoon, but on tour we know it’s worth the effort. You can be play-

ing amazing from tee to green, but if you aren’t converting makable 

putts, you’ll struggle with your confidence. Last year my ball-strik-

ing ranked 13th on tour, but I didn’t putt well. The year before, I was 

exactly tour average in strokes gained with the putter but hit the ball 

worse. How’d I do? I won $2.1 million—$600,000 more than last year. 

▶ Each part of the game feeds off the others, but putting carries a lot 

of weight. No matter what you’re working on with your stroke, you 

can roll it better if you build some consistency into your approach. 

kevin streelman  

set a PGA Tour record in 

2014, birdieing the last 

seven holes to win the 

Travelers Championship.
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Talented young golfers score big  

as equipment companies battle to find  

the game’s next stars. By Max Adler
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“The competition for 

players at the developmental 

level is night and day to what 

it was 15 years ago,” says 

Eddie Erkmanis, director of 

global sports marketing for 

TaylorMade.

“More companies are 

trying to bring players through 

their amateur careers playing 

their brand of product,” says 

Nate Radcliffe, the director 

of engineering at Nike. How 

soon can a youngster get 

on a company’s “good list?” 

Radcliffe answers it this 

way: “A kid playing at the 

AJGA [American Junior Golf 

Association] level who is being 

considered by top programs for 

Division I golf, they’ve initially 

started down the path toward a 

professional career.”

Beau Hossler, the University 

of Texas star who has already 

played in three U.S. Opens, 

thinks he was 12 when he 

received his first free clubs:  

“I used to take lessons from Jim 

Flick, so he dialed me right up 

with a set [of TaylorMades].”

“I got my first free set 

of irons probably in my 

sophomore year of high school, 

from Nike, and I was thrilled,” 

says Lee McCoy, a first-team 

All-American at the University 

of Georgia. “Getting free golf 

balls is big. That’s probably the 

biggest expense when you go 

through as many as we do, so 

you’re not looking for them in 

the weeds as long.” 

No one spends more time in 

the weeds than equipment reps, 

who scrutinize tournament 

records, launch data, body types 

and whatever else they deem 

relevant—astrological signs?—

to make predictions that border 

on divination. That is, which 

pubescent pipps out of a crowd 

will one day play on TV? Any 

junior given free equipment is 

under no obligation, because 

the relationship is non-binding 

for a minor. Still, rival reps tend 

to back off once a kid is clearly 

associated with one brand. In 

return, said brand hopes said 

kid will value their relationship 

if and when the time comes to 

strike a professional deal. No 

company is entrenched more 

deeply in elite junior golf than 

Titleist, which declined to 

comment. 

Ping devotes a lot of 

energy in the collegiate ranks. 

Except for internationals 

Angel Cabrera, Miguel Angel 

Jimenez, Lee Westwood and 

Louis Oosthuizen (who didn’t 

matriculate), every current PGA 

Tour staffer with a Ping hat 

received equipment support 

from Ping while in college. 

Westwood and Oosthuizen also 

got help as teens. 

“I’ve had parents of 12- and 

13-year-olds come up to me 

and say another company 

is willing to put their kid on 

staff,” says Nick Raffaele, 

the former Callaway vice 

president of global sports 

marketing. “Those parents 

either misunderstand or are 

just trying to wrangle more free 

stuff. No kid is on staff. That’s 

just product-seeding.” 

Watering a lot of seeds can 

get expensive. “The lower you 

go in age, the wider the net has 

to be cast,” Raffaele says. “In 

high school, there are very few 

golfers who separate themselves 

physically. Top girls can be 

a little easier to identify, but 

especially for males, there’s 

a real process of learning this 

game as you go through your 

20s. . . . It all depends on how a 

company is trying to market its 

brand. If you’re not pursuing a 

count strategy, you won’t feel 

pressure to go blanket all the 

mini-tours, college teams and 

junior events.”

“I don’t have the full 

sponsorship yet, but it’s still 

been really nice,” says Kyle 

Cottam, 16, who finished 

fourth in the Tennessee  

Class A-AA Boys high school 

tournament before committing 

to play at Clemson. “In my 

first shipment from Titleist, 

I received six dozen balls, six 

hats, two dozen gloves and two 

pairs of FootJoy shoes.” 

HOW THE RULES CHANGED

A
s for the rules of gifting, 

“There’s not much of a gray 

area,” says Gregg Hammer, 

who caddied for his son, Cole, 

then 15, at the 2015 U.S. Open. 

“The equipment manufacturers 

are very clear on what they can 

or can’t do.” 

For a long time, college 

players were the only amateurs 

who could receive free gear, 

because all clubs and bags were 

technically the property of their 

university. At their discretion, 

coaches could allow golfers to 

keep equipment as “parting 

gifts” at graduation. But then in 

2002, in a move that effectively 

ended any unseemliness of 

this club laundering, the USGA 

changed the rule to allow 

amateurs of any age to receive 

unlimited free stuff from 

manufacturers. This didn’t 

change the college scene much. 

What it did was put American 

juniors on equal footing with 

their international peers, who, 

unconstrained by such an ethic, 

had been enjoying the latest 

gear, gratis, at every stage of 

the upcoming 45 equipment pages don’t work you into a frenzy, we 
might point out there are golfers who don’t have to pay for the clubs 
featured on our Hot List. Who are these lucky folk? Well, they’re not 
all tour players. And to rankle you more, it’s their freebies that drive 
up the cost for the rest of us, if just a skosh. As with any product, 
companies must recoup the costs of manufacturing and research and 
development, but also marketing. That’s the way the world works,  
bub, so save your crying. As the wisdom goes at the 19th hole, 
get better. ▶ How good you gotta be for free? Where talent meets 
favoritism is an ever-changing hole location, but let’s just say there’s 
complimentary gear out there for shop assistants, mini-tour players 
living out of cars, insurance brokers contending in the state amateur, 
the worst players on solid college teams, bloggers on equipment 
forums, celebrities who can’t break 100 and tweens shooting par. 
Indeed, free equipment is landing in the cadet-small hands of younger 
golfers. So even if your window has passed, old man, maybe you can 
have one of junior’s drivers when he gets three new in the mail.

IN 
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development. It also poured 

gravy on the plates of adult 

amateurs. 

“We like to think 

TaylorMade spearheaded the 

move toward mid-amateurs,” 

Erkmanis says. “If you’re 

regularly competing in events 

like the Coleman Invitational, 

Crump Cup, the Crane Cup, you 

can get products from us at no 

charge, just like a tour player. 

Or at the very least, get in our 

discounted program.” Such 

programs vary across brands, 

but it usually means about half 

the retail price.

“We needed to find a 

code that worked for the 21st 

century,” says David Fay, who 

was the executive director of 

the USGA during the change. 

“The old code favored the well-

to-do. We decided we needed 

to treat golf more like hockey 

or baseball.” In those sports, 

and especially football and 

basketball, companies have 

pursued high school phenoms 

with fervency largely unknown 

in golf. For now. 

“No one wants to miss the 

next Michael Jordan or Tiger 

Woods,” says Mike Dunphy, the 

player-development manager 

for Cleveland/Srixon. But 

Dunphy doesn’t concentrate 

on juniors. “We only use tour 

players. I don’t believe in 

possessing someone’s children 

with golf product.”

Regardless of principle, 

betting heavily on tomorrow’s 

stars can mean ignoring 

the core audience: paying 

customers. Says Erkmanis:  

“In a way, a guy with a regular 

job who is contending in 

regional amateur events is way 

more important and influential.  

He’s the best player at his club. 

How often are Sergio and Dustin 

playing in the same foursomes 

with our consumers?” Erkmanis 

would rather give clubs to a 

30-year-old who misses the 

cut at a U.S. Amateur than a 

no-name collegian who makes 

match play. 

A DIFFERENT ERA

I
s amateurism in sports even 

a concept still worth fighting 

for? The idea was born in 

19th-century Britain, in an 

age when men of privilege 

wanted an excuse to not have 

to compete against laborers—

those brutish dockworkers 

could really take the fun out of 

a crew race on the Thames—

and laborers couldn’t afford to 

take time off for sport without 

the prospect of remuneration. 

So, the ability to pay one’s 

way became the criterion to 

participate in the games of 

noblemen, a tradition that 

carried to America. In 1916, 

when Francis Ouimet was 

stripped of his amateur status 

on the grounds he was profiting 

from his golf reputation by 

owning a sporting-goods store, 

all caddies older than 16 were 

considered professionals. 

Nowadays, college coaches 

can receive bonuses as high as 

five figures if their team reaches 

the NCAA Championship and 

every member has the irons 

and/or woods of the sponsor 

in the bag. So when it comes 

to giving shoes and wedges to 

a growing kid whose parents 

are already spending a fortune 

traveling to tournaments to 

impress college recruiters, 

should anyone object? And if 

a grown man wants to put his 

hand out, too, why not let the 

market decide if it will be filled? 

Dunphy doesn’t like 

the smell, particularly with 

juniors: “It’s created a very 

unhealthy situation, and I 

think it’s stunted the growth 

of golf in our country. Kids 

get an overblown sense of 

entitlement. They get free stuff, 

and they think they’ve made it.”

As one teen in the top 20 

of the World Amateur Golf 

Ranking told us, “I saw some 

girls as juniors who really 

abused the system. They didn’t 

necessarily want the new club 

they asked for, but wanted to 

show they could get it.”

Ego fulfillment never gets 

old. “I know guys who like 

being able to say they can get 

anything for free,” says one U.S. 

Mid-Amateur champion who 

preferred not to be named. “If I 

see something I like, I’ll make a 

call, but for me that’s like every 

three or four years. . . . One 

company, not to pick on them, 

but they’re at most USGA events 

with a trailer, and it doesn’t 

matter who you are, you can get 

something.” 

Low esteem for goods 

given sometimes leads to 

unauthorized secondary 

markets. The practice of 

stamping a player’s initials on 

wedges isn’t only an appeal 

to vanity, but a method for 

policing. “We have somebody in 

our office who is our watchdog 

on eBay,” Dunphy says. “They 

especially watch for prototypes, 

which have a higher street 

value.” Although in this case 

there was no effort to sell it, who 

can forget Justin Rose’s caddie, 

Mark Fulcher, mistakenly giving 

his boss’ driver to his friend (he 

had a bunch of extras) during 

the 2014 British Open? Rose 

played the first two holes of his 

round without the club.  

A top junior or collegian’s 

clubs are often built by the 

same technicians who build 

clubs for tour players. Not 

only are the young players 

getting the best craftsmanship, 

their equipment must pass 

the strictest conformance 

standards when they compete 

in high-profile events.  

How much stuff can you 

get? “A college kid or top 

junior will need as many as 

two sets of irons per year, as 

they’re playing almost the 

same amount as a tour player,” 

Radcliffe says. “We need to 

make sure they have reasonable 

grooves and grips. An average 

golfer might require new irons 

only every four years.”

Even if the volume is similar, 

the relationship is different. 

“We expose only our contract 

athletes to our business plans” 

Radcliffe says. “They’ll give us 

style comments and help shape 

our commercial direction. 

mike dunphy  
p l ay e r - d e v e l o p m e n t  m a n a g e r  

f o r  c l e v e l a n d  /  s r i x o n

‘Getting free golf balls is big.  

That’s probably the biggest 

expense when you go through  

as many as we do,  

so you’re not looking for them  

in the weeds as long.’

lee mccoy  
u n i v e r s i t y  o f  g e o r g i a

Please turn to page 144

‘Kids get an overblown  

sense of entitlement.  

They get free stuff, and they  

think they’ve made it.’   
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The Search

Our 45-page guide  

to the clubs that’ll  

change your game  
by mike stachura

im Hollister was almost ready 

to toss it all and go fishing. 

After two years of losing golf 

balls in more directions than there 

are on a scavenger hunt, he reasoned 

anything would make more sense  

than playing another round of golf.  

But Hollister is no quitter. So he made 

the 450-mile drive from his home in 

Idaho to Oregon’s RedTail Golf Center, 

a Golf Digest 100 Best Clubfitter.  

Why make the journey? Because when 

you’re 6-foot-4 and left-handed and 

live in Idaho, sometimes the search for 

a better game doesn’t start at home. 

What Hollister found within minutes 

of a two-hour fitting session is that the 

golf clubs he had been using for the 

past two years were fighting him.  

It wasn’t the game that was difficult,  

it was having the wrong equipment.

J

Hot List    Equipment
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ur two judges, listed below,  

cast the only votes in the Hot 

List selection, but we gather 

insight from three independent 

panels. The Scientists advise us on Inno-

vation. Retailers assess Demand. Players 

evaluate Performance and Look/Sound/

Feel. Our judges evaluated Hot List candi-

dates in four areas.

 

performance  ( 4 5%) The utility of a 

product, or what happens to the ball when 

it’s struck by the club.

innovation  ( 30%) How a club’s 

technology, including custom-fitting, 

advances the category.

look/sound/feel  ( 20%) 

What the golfer experiences before,  

during and after impact.

demand  ( 5%) The relative interest in a 

product and its reputation.

 All judging is based on a 100-point scale.

   gold  
Products earned a score of 93 to 100.

   silver  
Products earned a score of 88 to 92.99.

9 7 - 1 0 0  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

8 8 - 9 6   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ★ ★ ★ ★ 

7 0 - 8 7   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ★ ★ ★

5 1 - 6 9   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ★ ★ 

≤ 5 0    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ★

“If you don’t have the right gear, you can’t 

improve, and you’ve got no chance,” Hollis-

ter says. “During my fitting I could tell the 

difference instantly. I could feel it and see it.” 

Hollister’s aha moment is what we be-

lieve the Hot List is about. The search for 

improvement has to start with the search for 

the right golf clubs. And the best way to start 

that search is to study the next 43 pages. 

A recent survey by golf-industry research-

er Golf Datatech showed that the average 

serious golfer spends nearly $900 a year 

on equipment. And a third of those spend 

more than $1,000. With that kind of money 

at stake, your search should have a guide.

That’s why before we could start you on 

your quest, we embarked on a thorough 

search of our own to find all the clubs wor-

thy of your attention. That included two 

weeks for the Hot List Summit at The Wig-

wam resort in Litchfield Park, Ariz. There, 

we bring in experts in science because golf-

equipment technology starts with a Ph.D. 

in How’d-They-Do-That? We also gathered 

industry experts to help us understand what 

golfers want. And, of course, there’s the 

foundation of our process: Our panel of golf-

ers who, under our watchful eyes, test every 

noteworthy club in the game and then some.  

HAT WE’VE FOUND is what you 

see on these next pages, clubs 

that are fundamentally better 

than what has come before in 

ways that neatly mix the subtle with the dra-

matic. In drivers, new materials and meth-

ods of design push the center of gravity more 

in line with the center of the face. This im-

proves the transfer of energy and provides 

stability when we miss the center. In fairway 

woods and hybrids, new metals are thinner 

and lighter, making it easier to launch shots 

higher. Iron design is no longer a race toward 

pure distance, but playable distance. Shots 

launch so they land and stay on greens, and 

misses are getting closer to perfect hits.  

Finally, the array of choices open to us in our 

short game means the last shots on every 

hole are likely to be more dialed in than ever. 

Dialed in, of course, if you are smart about 

your choices and work with a fitter. Exactly 

what Jim Hollister did. With his new clubs, 

his handicap dropped from 32 to 17, but in 

his search for improvement, he found some-

thing more important than fewer lost balls.

“Golf can slap your confidence and 

enthusiasm around pretty easily every 

day,” he says. “But, boy, it’s a lot more 

fun when you see yourself getting a little 

bit better at it. You get the right clubs, 

and you’re going to have a lot more fun.”

Your search for more fun starts here.
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thomas l acy jr .,  ph.d.

Professor of aerospace 

engineering at Mississippi State

martin brouillette, ph.d. 

Professor of mechanical 

engineering at the University 

of Sherbrooke in Quebec

john mcphee, ph.d.

Professor of systems design 

engineering at the University  

of Waterloo in Ontario

george springer , ph.d.

Professor (Emeritus) of 

aeronautics and astronautics 

at Stanford

tom mase, ph.d.

Professor of mechanical 

engineering at Cal Poly- 

San Luis Obispo

dick rugge

Former senior technical director 

for the USGA

david lee, ph.d.

Professor of physics  

Gordon College

▶ scientists▶ criteria

mark petrucci

Manager, Joe & Leigh’s Discount  

Golf Pro Shop, South Easton, Mass.

buddy christensen 

Owner, Golfdom,  

McLean, Va.

sven kessler 

Director of Merchandising,  

PGA Tour,  

Ponte Vedra Beach

susan roll

Co-owner of Carlsbad Golf Center, 

Carlsbad, Calif.

craig zimmerman

General manager, RedTail Golf 

Center, Beaverton, Ore.

▶ retailers

leigh bader 
President, PGA Trade-In Network,  

West Bridgewater, Mass.

keely levins  

Assistant Editor

joel beall  

Assistant Editor

▶ hot list editors
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mike stachura   

Golf Digest Senior Editor  

of Equipment

e. michael johnson  

Golf Digest  

Equipment Editor

▶ hot list judges



jason burian   

ag e 33 h a n d i c a p 14 
Edwardsville, Ill.
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gary abbott   

ag e 28 h a n d i c a p 11 
Kitchener, Ontario

krista dunton

Senior instructor, Berkeley Hall, 

Bluffton, S.C.

jeff blind   

ag e 36 h a n d i c a p 9 
New York City

thomas b. allen   

ag e 51 h a n d i c a p 7 
Middletown, Ohio

jason guss   

Director, Jason Guss Golf 

Academy/Hawk Hollow Golf 

Properties, Bath Township, Mich.

▶ pl ayers

The average serious golfer spends 
nearly $900 a year on golf clubs.

nick bl air   

AG E 37 h a n d i c a p 26 
Goodyear, Ariz.

scott dickinson   

ag e 27 h a n d i c a p 15 
Palm Harbor, Fla.

l arry mccoy   

ag e 51 h a n d i c a p 5 
Newtown, Conn.

anand mudaliar   

ag e 34 h a n d i c a p 14 
Media, Pa.

jason musser   

ag e 41 h a n d i c a p 3 
Fresno, Calif.

jason shipley   

ag e 57 h a n d i c a p 5 
Parkville, Md.

▶ FIT TER

shanon hoyt 
PGA professional, Golf Galaxy,  

Roseville, Calif.

rod vill a   

ag e 56 h a n d i c a p 20 
Surprise, Ariz.

steve l achman   

ag e 58 h a n d i c a p 5 
La Quinta, Calif.

paul ianniello   

ag e 54 h a n d i c a p 5 
Whitefish, Mont.

donnie luper   

ag e 59 h a n d i c a p 2 
Bridgeton, N.C.

ricky brown   

ag e 37 h a n d i c a p +2 
Fort Worth

peter lee   

ag e 48 h a n d i c a p 9 
Danville, Calif.

 n the surface it might look  

as if the Golf Digest Hot List 

is the equipment-review 

equivalent of youth soccer in 

which everyone receives a trophy. It’s 

anything but. The Hot List gold-and- 

silver medal winners are clubs the 

judges deem worthy of your consider-

ation. Not all clubs receive that honor. 

This year our player testers gave us 

106,759 words of comments, and not all 

of them were positive, especially the 

ones about the clubs failing to earn a 

medal. Here are some of the not-so-kind 

words about those clubs. The brand 

names have been eliminated, but we’ve 

listed the category for the club.  —emj

driver

“If the last club I hit 
was chocolate milk, 
this would be paint 
thinner.”

“It sounds like an 
aluminum toaster 
oven.”

“I hit the worst shot 
of the week with this 
club. Twice.”

“This club is confused. 
Really ugly off the 
face. Trajectory is 
almost anything but 
good.”

“Had no pop. Unless 
you’re talking about 
in your ears.”

fairway wood

“Could make the Hall 
of Fame for bad-
sounding golf clubs.”

“All that’s missing is 
a clown’s nose and 
mouth.”

hybrid

“A larger crown, but 
it’s flat with a smaller 
face. It’s like a flatter 
burger patty.” 

“It wasn’t even a 
penetrating ball 
flight. It was below 
penetrating. Couple 
that with the hard, 
concrete feedback, 
and it was just very 
difficult to hit.”

“Apparently the 
manufacturer wasn’t 
worried about 
performance and 
feel.”

“A square shovel with 
zero feel.”

gi iron

“Impossible to hit. If 
you’re not practicing 
three days a week, 
you’re going to be 
losing money on the 
weekend.” 

“They look like 
unfinished kids clubs. 

‘Here, Timmy—come 
hit this.’ ”

pl ayers iron

“Not a bad look, but 
I couldn’t make 
consistent contact 
with it.”

sgi iron

“A goofy sole: It looks 
like a large mallet 
putter turned into 
an iron.” 

“It sounds like a cat 
after you step on 
its tail.” 

“Horrid sound, slightly 
better than horrid 
feel.”

wedge

“I like the cool 
graphics, but it’s not 
worth talking about 
as a club.”

bl ade putter

“Looks like a lot of 
technology, but 
it feels like you’re 
hitting with a rock.”

“The blue bumpers 
are distracting, and 
there’s not a lot of 
feedback. The sound 
is muted. A few 
jumped off the face 
like you caught a 
flyer lie.”

“Ignore everything 
this putter wants you 
to do in terms of aid, 
and you’ll be fine.”

“Hollow sounding,  
to a detriment. I 
felt a lot of vibration 
with it. In fact, the 
first time I hit it I 
looked down to see if 
something was loose, 
and there wasn’t.”

mallet putter

“The sound and feel 
are not congruent: 
mushy and heavy.  
It’s like swinging a 
sand bag.”

“Felt the club twist  
at impact. I missed 
my line by two feet  
to the right. I 
shanked it. A putt.  
I shanked a putt.”

“Sounds like you’re 
hitting an empty 
Coke can, and the 
look is ordinary.”

“There is no function 
to it. Cumbersome 
and inadequate. It 
will sit in your garage 
after a week of use.”

what the testers said

S O U R C E :  G O L F  D ATAT E C H
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Set it and Forget it

How adjustable drivers 

can fix your swing flaw 

BY MIKE STACHURA

O

with much less spin, 

even players who 

swing fast use more 

lot. (Jason Day, who 

has a swing speed of 

120 miles per hour, 

uses a 10.5-degree 

driver.) Yes, launch-

ing the ball low will 

produce more roll 

when it lands, but not 

when it can’t carry the 

water, high grass or a 

canyon.

The fix: We adjusted 

the hosel to add 2 de-

grees of lot, from 9.5 

to 11.5 degrees. 

The result: The 

change produced 

an average of 12 

more yards of carry 

and five yards in total 

distance.

hook

Typically 

a better 

player’s 

problem, a hook 

happens when the 

face is closed 

to the path of the 

swing. 

The fix: Most 

adjustable drivers 

allow you to open 

the clubface or 

position more of the 

adjustable weight 

to the toe side of 

the club—or even 

both. Reducing lot 

also opens the face 

slightly.

The result: The 

hooks were ending 

up 15 yards let 

of center. But by 

changing the face 

angle and moving 

weight to the toe, 

our draws turned 

into an eight-yard 

push right of the 

center line. That’s a 

23-yard reversal in 

direction without 

making a single 

swing change. The 

total distance in both 

settings was similar, 

but the advantage for 

the corrected shots 

would be even greater 

on a golf course 

with heavy rough. 

The corrected shots 

would have bounded 

forward ater landing 

in the fairway instead 

of being slowed by 

the rough. 

slice

On a slice, 

the clubface 

is open to 

the path of the swing. 

Shots can start to the 

right, launch overly 

high and end up flying 

even farther right. 

The fix: For typical 

adjustable drivers, you 

can close the club-

face, alter the hosel 

to a more upright 

position and/or shit 

the movable weight-

ing toward the heel. 

Obviously, a closed 

face will counteract 

the open face so shots 

will naturally launch 

straighter. In addition, 

stacking more weight 

in the heel can make 

the face close even 

more readily, and it 

can provide more 

draw spin. The more 

upright setting tilts the 

face let of the target 

slightly. Also, when 

you increase lot on 

an adjustable driver, 

it oten will close the 

face somewhat.

The result: In our 

robot test, our slicing 

tee shots curved 

more than 27 yards 

right of center. But 

with the change, our 

slice became a man-

ageable fade, with 

shots landing eight 

yards right of center. 

That’s the difference 

between playing the 

hole and picking your 

ball out of a nearby 

garden. As a bonus, 

the total distance was 

four yards longer with 

the slice-correcting 

setup.

too much spin

For players 

who swing 

fast, nothing 

can zap distance like 

too much spin. But 

even at a swing speed 

of 100 miles per hour, 

the distance loss 

from a spin rate above 

3,000 revolutions per 

minute is significant. 

Usually, the best way 

to fix this is to work 

on your swing. But an 

easier way is to get 

a driver that lets you 

reposition the center 

of gravity.  

The fix: One way to 

change the spin rate 

is to reduce the lot, 

but this might not be 

ideal for your launch 

angle. Some drivers 

also let you adjust the 

weight lower or closer 

to the face. That will 

reduce spin on well-

struck shots. (Warn-

ing: Moving weight 

forward can slightly 

reduce forgiveness on 

off-center hits.) Also, 

severely reducing spin 

isn’t ideal for all play-

ers with slower-swing 

speeds, especially on 

mis-hits.

The result: We 

changed the center of 

gravity position from 

a rear setting to the 

most forward setting. 

At our 100 mph club-

head speed, that im-

mediately dropped the 

spin rate from 3,300 

rpm to around 2,400 

rpm. The improved 

launch efficiency 

produced six more 

yards of carry dis-

tance and 25 more 

total yards. 

too high

It’s not too 

oten that 

a golfer 

launches the ball too 

high off the tee, but 

certain swings have a 

natural but excessively 

upward angle of attack 

coming into the ball. 

That adds lot and 

spin, usually resulting 

in shots that don’t 

carry as far as they 

could and don’t roll 

much ater they land.

The fix: Most adjust-

able drivers allow you 

to rotate the hosel to 

decrease lot. In this 

case, we reduced the 

lot from 11.5 to 8.5 

degrees.

The result: We 

saw a slightly lower 

launch angle with 

more efficient carry 

and a flatter trajec-

tory for a more 

energetic landing 

angle that produced 

more roll. Chang-

ing the hosel led to 

eight more yards of 

roll and nearly six 

more yards in total 

distance.

too low

A low liner 

is usually 

the result 

of hitting down on the 

ball and using a driver 

without enough lot. 

The best way to get to 

a more ideal launch 

angle of 12 degrees or 

even higher is increas-

ing the lot. Because 

today’s drivers launch 

ne of the best features of 

today’s drivers isn’t nec-

essarily the aerodynamic 

crown or trampoline face. 

It’s that T-shape tool you tend to 

forget about after taking your new 

driver out of the box.

    The science of adjustability is about 

minimizing your swing flaws, and it’s 

designed to benefit average golfers 

most of all. Adjustable hosels and 

movable weights aren’t affectations. 

They can consistently alter your ball 

flight, and if you haven’t explored 

their settings, you might as well be 

using a driver from 1997. 

    The research firm Golf Datatech 

conducted a survey of “serious” golf-

ers and found that more than 75 per-

cent are interested in purchasing an 

adjustable driver. But of those who 

own one, roughly two thirds never or 

rarely use the adjustability features. 

This means many golfers are missing 

out on significant improvement.

      To prove just how much an adjust-

able driver can change your game, we 

collected new drivers from Callaway, 

Cobra, Nike, Ping and TaylorMade. 

Using the swing robot from Golf 

Laboratories Inc., we mimicked five 

common swing flaws: slice, hook, 

launching it too low, launching it too 

high and generating too much spin. 

Then, without doing anything to the 

robot’s swing, we changed the set-

tings on the driver to solve the prob-

lem. Our results were consistently 

game-changing: Each flaw could be 

fixed with an adjustment of the loft 

or face angle, or a repositioning of 

movable weight. 

    Our conclusion: If you have a con-

sistent miss, the quickest way to fix it 

isn’t with a lesson. It’s with a wrench. 

Let our testing results be your guide:

▶ How much do you expect to pay for a new driver?

$306 $300$296 $296

2000

2005

2010

2015 

s o u r c e :  g o l f  d a t a t e c h
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Drivers

The most flexible 

designs in golf 
by mike stachura

 
CALLAWAY

▶ Great Big Bertha

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  

 
CALLAWAY

▶ Big Bertha  

Alpha 816 ◆◆

performance  

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  

demand  

 
CALLAWAY

▶ XR16/Pro

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  

demand  
½
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COBRA

▶ King F6

performance  
½

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  

performance  

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  

demand  
½

 
COBRA

▶ King LTD/Pro

 
COBRA

▶ King F6+/Pro

performance  
½

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  

demand  
½

 
NIKE

▶ Vapor Flex 440

performance  
½

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  

demand  



Hot List    Drivers

 
TAYLORMADE

▶ M1

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  

demand  
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NIKE

▶ Vapor Fly/Pro

performance  
½

innovation  

look / sound / feel  

demand  
½

 
TAYLORMADE

▶ M2

performance  
½

innovation  

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  

 
PING

▶ G/LS Tec/SF Tec

performance  
½

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  

demand  
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performance  
½

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  

 
TITLEIST

▶ 915D2/D3

performance  

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  

 
MIZUNO

▶ JPX EZ

 
WILSON

▶ FG Tour F5

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  

demand  

 
SRIXON

▶ Z 355

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  



NIKE 

VAPOR FLEX 440 

PRICE $500 

VERDICT If the benefits 

of saving weight are so 

great (and they certainly 

can be), why use titanium 

if you don’t have to? That’s 

what’s going on here with 

the unique body structure 

behind the titanium face. 

More than 60 percent of 

the clubhead is made of 

a light but strong carbon 

fiber reinforced with the 

resin polymer used in 

Nike’s golf balls. Because 

it’s one-third the density 

of titanium, the body saves 

mass to allow room for 

an adjustable weight slug 

that shits the center of 

gravity from front to back 

to alter launch angle and 

spin (higher launch with 

the heavy end in back, 

lower spin with the heavy 

end in front). It also frees 

up the design for a taller 

face and a thinner, more 

consistently flexible sole 

channel. All of this makes 

the driver more forgiving 

with less spin.  

COMMENTS (L) The two-

tone helped alignment. You 

really have to hit this start-

ing in third gear and let it 

rip. (M) No excessive noise, 

a pure transfer of power. 

NIKE 

VAPOR FLY/PRO 

PRICE $350/$400 

VERDICT An all-titanium 

driver might not sound 

sexy these days, but Nike 

makes the case with these 

two models that combine 

flexibility in the face with 

stability in the body. The 

key improvement from last 

year’s model is a thinner 

crown. The saved weight is 

relocated lower in the head 

so shots launch with less 
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CALLAWAY 

BIG BERTHA  
ALPHA 816 ◆◆ 

PRICE $500 

VERDICT Some drivers 

allow you to make small 

tweaks that better players 

like. That’s what’s going 

on here, especially with 

the two positions for the 

weighted cylinder that the 

company calls a gravity 

core. Better players tend to 

have a consistent impact 

location, so the gravity core 

can be placed to line up 

with that area. The cylinder 

goes in the heel or toe for a 

draw or fade, and it can be 

flipped with the heavy side 

up or down to match your 

contact sweet spot. For 

each lot setting, that’s four 

ball flights across a tight 

range (because good play-

ers want small changes, 

not  25 yards of draw bias). 

Get the settings right, and 

you’ll get your preferred 

shot shape and maximum 

energy transfer.  

COMMENTS (L)  The 

shape is unassuming. It felt 

sot but fast at the same 

time. (M) It’s definitely a 

better player’s driver, but 

it has just enough forgive-

ness. The adjustability is 

simple and effective. 

CALLAWAY 

GREAT BIG BERTHA 

PRICE $450 

VERDICT Most golfers 

aren’t very good at get-

ting the most from their 

tee shots. This driver is 

designed to improve three 

things golfers struggle 

with: ball speed, launch 

angle and direction. First, 

a thin, lightweight face 

keeps mis-hits from losing 

too much speed. Second, 

the lightweight construc-

tion, including a composite 

crown, keeps the center of 

gravity low to help shots 

launch with less spin. The 

head also accommodates 

19 custom shats as light 

as 40 grams to maximize 

clubhead speed. Third, a 

sliding 10.5-gram weight 

in an aerodynamic channel 

in back makes let or right 

misses more playable. 

COMMENTS (L) Dig the 

matte black. You don’t 

have to be an MIT grad to 

figure out the adjustability. 

(M) Nice, powerful ting. 

Lets you know you got 

ahold of it. Power, even on 

less-than-stellar swings. 

(H) The whole club felt hot, 

with narrow dispersion.

CALLAWAY 

XR16/PRO 

PRICE $350/$400 

VERDICT Most golfers 

need more speed and 

forgiveness from their 

drivers, but the trouble 

is, those two things oten 

work against each other. 

A big clubhead with a for-

giving face can be harder 

to swing fast because 

its shape is aerodynami-

cally inefficient. Callaway 

worked with Boeing to 

improve the way the XR16 

moves through the air. The 

step feature on the crown 

helps reduce aerodynamic 

drag. But designers didn’t 

skimp on forgiveness. The 

lightweight titanium alloy 

in the body means more 

weight can be repurposed 

for a low center of gravity 

and stability on off-center 

hits. The shallow face is 

also lighter and thinner 

than last year to improve 

flex (speed) and save more 

weight (forgiveness). 

COMMENTS (L) The Pro 

version’s clean, compact 

head looks like a mean 

tank at address. (M) The 

forgiveness factor is high. 

Aggressive ball flight and 

a lot of run. (H) The right 

metal sound, not harsh, 

not weak.

COBRA 
KING F6 

PRICE $350 

VERDICT  We know that 

drivers with an address 

profile this large are doing 

everything they can to 

emphasize forgiveness. 

Thanks to selective use of 

a lightweight titanium alloy 

in the face and crown, the 

F6 gets that idea right. It’s 

got the highest stability on 

off-center hits in the Cobra 

family (and one of the high-

est in the game). Its large 

size also makes room for a 

greater difference in its two 

adjustable-weight settings. 

Flipping the heavier, 10-

gram weight to the back 

will help you hit it higher, 

and leaving it in the front 

will produce a flatter flight 

with less spin. The result 

is two ball flights for each 

of the eight lot settings on 

the adjustable hosel. 

COMMENTS (L) The white 

line on the crown sets me 

up square. (M) Just enough 

crack mixed with a thud. 

Some guts in the middle. 

(H) With the weight back, 

everything launched nice 

and easy. 

COBRA 

KING F6+/PRO 

PRICE $400 

VERDICT The problem 

with making a driver with 

adjustable weights is, well, 

weight. Movable weights 

require receptacles that 

can reduce the amount 

of weight you can move 

around. Cobra addressed 

this by making the slider 

channel out of lightweight 

carbon fiber. Conse-

quently, there’s more 

weight in the sliding chip 

(18 grams) for more adjust-

ability and a lower center 

of gravity for less spin and 

better energy transfer. A 

carbon-composite crown 

and a lighter, titanium-alloy 

body saved mass to further 

stabilize the head. Alto-

gether, the savings yield a 

driver with five settings at 

each of its eight adjustable 

lots—or 40 drivers in one.   

COMMENTS (L) I could 

swing harder, and it didn’t 

make it spin more. (M) If I 

pushed the weight forward 

in the track, it did exactly 

what the label said: a low, 

penetrating bullet. (H) The 

sound is slightly muted. 

With the weight back, my 

shots carried nicely. 

COBRA 

KING LTD/PRO 

PRICE $500 

VERDICT The technol-

ogy in this classic-looking 

shape is under the hood. 

And that’s not just because 

there’s a port in the sole 

that lets you look inside. 

The cool part here is a 

center of gravity that’s 

nearly in line with the cen-

ter of the face, something 

many in the industry have 

been chasing for a long 

time. Why? Because lining 

those two up results in 

shots that have the highest 

energy transfer with the 

least spin—fundamental 

to longer drives. Also, 

because the crown is made 

of a lightweight aerospace 

carbon composite (think 

International Space Sta-

tion), the saved weight cre-

ates extra stability.

COMMENTS (L) A consis-

tent performer whether I 

swung hard or just wanted 

to hit a straight bullet. (M) 

A sot yet energetic sound. 

You don’t have to have a 

high swing speed to hit it 

well. (H) Nice, solid thwack. 

Felt light, effortless.

spin. Helping the entire 

face flex more on both 

models is the company’s 

trademark sole-channel 

feature. The wall has been 

thinned to less than a milli-

meter so mis-hits lose less 

distance. But all that face 

flexing is made possible by 

a more stable back side. 

External beams and a deep 

sole cavity allow a better 

energy transfer to the ball.  

COMMENTS (L) I like the 

deep face. It looks forgiv-

ing. Sounded like a muted 

explosion. (M) Shocked at 

how stable the flight was, 

like the ball had a gyro-

scope in it. (H) The head 

shape frames the ball just 

about perfectly. 

PING 

G/LS TEC/SF TEC 

PRICE $400 

VERDICT Ping suc-

cessfully developed the 

idea that large, forgiving 

drivers like its new G line 

don’t have to come with 

an aerodynamic liability. 

But what does that mean? 

Ping engineers say its lat-

est 460-cubic-centimeter 

behemoths glide through 

the air almost as if they 

were 3-woods. Ping ac-

complishes this by using 

aggressive ridges (turbula-

tors) on the crown, sole 

shaping and a trailing-

edge cavity that reduces 

oscillation as the club ap-

proaches the ball. What’s 

not shrinking is forgive-

ness. The depressions on 

the back of the crown make 

the structure thinner. This 

allows Ping to use more 

mass low and deep for the 

most stable clubheads in 

company history. Besides 

the G, the line features the 

low-spin LS Tec and the 

slice-fighting SF Tec.  

COMMENTS (L) Love the 

matte black. Consistent 

sound and feel. (M) No bad 

vibrations at all. Forgiving. 

(H) Not crazy loud, but not 

quiet. Ball flight is higher 

but still penetrating.   

Hot List    Drivers

Photographs by Eddie Berman

▶ How oten do you purchase a new driver?

43% 36%6% 15%

Every year

Every two to three years

Every four to five years

Every six years + 
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TAYLORMADE 

M1 

PRICE $500 

VERDICT The carbon-fiber 

crown exudes a secret-

agent kind of cool, but 

what’s particularly badass 

is how that lightweight 

structure fortifies the 

club’s undercarriage. The 

saved weight makes room 

for two sliding weights in 

a pair of T-shape tracks on 

the sole. Those sliders let 

you independently tweak 

ball flight high or low and 

let or right. But you’re 

not done. The adjustable 

hosel lets you alter the lot 

angle by plus or minus 2 

degrees across 12 posi-

tions. Altogether, you have 

a head that provides nearly 

2,500 potential settings. 

And, oh, by the way, that 

sloping, aerodynamically 

sleek crown is the key to a 

lower center of gravity for 

less spin and better energy 

transfer at impact.

COMMENTS (L) It’s like 

you’re swinging a light 

cement block—but in a 

good way. It’s a high, no-

spin monster, especially 

ater you tune it. (M) Its 

performance matches its 

look: very high tech, very 

James Bond. (H) The two-

tone and the notch help 

alignment. 

TAYLORMADE 

M2 

PRICE $400 

VERDICT In the world of 

drivers, there are clubs 

designed to enhance our 

excellence, and there are 

clubs that love us like a 

grandmother despite our 

flaws. The M2 leaps hap-

pily into the latter category. 

Built with a more forgiving, 

stable head than the M1, 

the M2 takes the weight 

saved from its carbon-

composite crown and 

distributes it toward the 

back of the club so mis-

hits don’t lose too much 

distance. Extra stability 

is nice, but we also need 

help on those thin shots. 

That deep, narrow channel 

in the sole makes those 

misses launch with more 

speed, more height and 

less spin. And when we 

can’t find the right lot, its 

hosel adjusts up or down  

2 degrees.

COMMENTS (L) The shape 

and the colors inspire 

confidence. (M) I could 

swing as hard as I wanted. 

(H) A lively, clean clack, 

not mushy, more favorable 

than other carbon-fiber 

heads. 

TITLEIST 

915D2/D3 

PRICE $450 

VERDICT The 915’s 

classic shape masks so-

phisticated technology. 

It starts with the obvious, 

though. The wide, deep 

and long channel running 

across the sole enhances 

the flexing of the face in 

a uniform way, allowing 

the crown and sole to give 

simultaneously at impact. 

That consistent flexing also 

allows shots to launch with 

less spin. Less obvious 

is the way its lightweight, 

variably thick face yields 

better perimeter weighting 

for a more stable head. 

Extra weight deep in the 

sole and toe means less-

than-perfect hits end up 

flying closer to perfect. 

With two head styles and 

its 16-way adjustable hosel 

that tweaks lie angle and 

lot independently, it’s the 

most accommodating 

Titleist driver ever.

COMMENTS (L) More on 

the workable side than the 

raw distance side. But not 

lacking in performance. 

(M) A lively sound off the 

face. Interesting that I hit 

longer shots with a driver 

shorter in shat length. 

MIZUNO 

JPX EZ 

PRICE $400 

VERDICT When it comes 

to forgiveness, companies 

typically focus on keeping 

off-center hits from los-

ing distance, or they try 

to minimize let or right 

misses. Doing both in one 

clubhead can be a chal-

lenge, but Mizuno answers 

the call with a large-profile 

design that has an adjust-

able weight. The eight-way 

adjustable head stretches 

to more than 90 percent 

of the USGA’s width and 

depth limits to inspire 

confidence at address and 

forgiveness on mis-hits.  

A 10-gram weight chip fits 

into the heel or toe to re-

duce slices or hooks, or in 

the middle to boost stabil-

ity on off-center hits.  

COMMENTS (L) I can see 

how it works for a person 

who has trouble getting the 

ball up. Not too much spin 

for the height. (M) A pow-

erful blow. Feels like you 

really control the ball.  

(H) Simple adjustability, 

and the hosel isn’t bulky.

SRIXON 

Z 355 

PRICE $350 

VERDICT Sometimes the 

most intriguing ideas are 

counterintuitive. This club 

seeks to improve your 

driving distance by making 

the clubhead heavier. This 

does two things: It boosts 

forgiveness and makes 

your swing more efficient. 

First, the extra weight in 

the head increases stability 

on extreme misses on the 

heel and toe. Second, the 

heavier head helps keep 

the club on plane during 

the downswing so your im-

pacts are more consistent. 

Third, the heavier head 

builds momentum coming 

into the ball for maximum 

energy transfer. The final 

key is a lightweight shat 

with a balance point closer 

to your hands for control.

COMMENTS (M) Got the 

right shape. Could use an 

alignment aid. When you 

hit it good, you feel it in a 

good way. (H) All-business 

looks. Sound a tad muted, 

but good and crisp.

WILSON 

FG TOUR F5 

PRICE $380 

VERDICT For better play-

ers, too much spin with 

the driver is no good. As 

little as 500 revolutions per 

minute extra spin can cost 

a fast-swing-speed player 

10 yards or more. So Wil-

son addressed high spin by 

doing something simple: 

It shited the weight in the 

sole forward. This lowers 

the center of gravity to line 

up the meat of the club 

with the center of the face. 

That means less spin, bet-

ter energy and an optimal 

launch angle for more dis-

tance. Adjustable screws 

give you the option of put-

ting as much as 11 grams 

in that weight port. Bonus: 

The sleek adjustable hosel 

works without removing 

the head from the shat.    

COMMENTS (L) Nice and 

compact; looks substan-

tial. Feels good, consistent 

coming off the face. (M) A 

bit of a hollow sound, but 

the ball really jumps with 

very little spin.
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(l) low-handicapper  |  (m) middle-handicapper  |  (h) high-handicapper

Driven  
to Distraction

Tips for testing

ike any demo day you’ve attended, 

the Hot List Summit always buzzes 

when the drivers come out. But to get 

the most from your testing experience, you 

need to exhibit a little self-control, say our 

panelists, who’ve hit dozens of new drivers 

in search of the perfect one.

     “It feels a little like speed dating,” said 

one of our longtime testers. “Some might 

be easy on the eyes but lack personality.” 

Universally, our panelists cautioned against 

overindulging. “You can’t be swinging out of 

your shoes every time,” said one tester. “It’s 

so tempting to bash a bunch of balls as far as 

you can, but it will wear you out.” 

     Our panelists also agree that getting help 

from a clubfitter is critical. During this year’s 

Hot List Summit, Shanon Hoyt, a PGA pro-

fessional and the lead clubfitter at the Golf 

Galaxy in Roseville, Calif., guided our play-

ers through loft and shaft recommendations 

during evaluations. “You need to find a driv-

er with features that allow you to achieve 

optimum results,” Hoyt says, “and that de-

pends on whether you need help with direc-

tional control, trajectory control or distance. 

Or all three, in most cases.”  —kl

L

250total distance (in yards) a robot 

swinging at 95 miles per hour  

hits a driver with a center strike.



Hot List    Equipment

 
CALLAWAY

▶ XR16/Pro

performance  
½

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  

demand  

 
CALLAWAY

▶ Big Bertha Alpha 816 ◆◆

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  

demand  

100    golfdigest.com  |  march 2016

 
CALLAWAY

▶ Great Big Bertha

performance  

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  

 
COBRA

▶ King F6

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  

demand  
½



performance  
½

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  
½

 
NIKE

▶ Vapor Fly

 
COBRA

▶ King LTD

performance  
½

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  

Fairway 
Woods

Distance 

comes in 

all shapes 

and sizes 
by keely levins

 
PING

▶ G

performance  
½

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  

 
TAYLORMADE

▶ M1

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  

demand  
½



Hot List    Fairway Woods

 
TAYLORMADE

▶ M2

performance  
½

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  

 
TITLEIST

▶ 915F/915Fd

performance  

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  
½
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TOUR EDGE

▶ Exotics EX9/Tour

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  

demand  

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  

demand  

 
MIZUNO

▶ JPX EZ

 
YONEX

▶ Ezone XPG

performance  
½

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  

demand  
½

Percentage of serious  

golfers who carry two fairway 

woods, by handicap.  

▶ 21+ 

▶ 16-20 

▶ 11-15

▶ 0-10

49%28%

39%
37%
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CALLAWAY 

BIG BERTHA  

ALPHA 816 ◆◆  

PRICE $300

VERDICT Callaway’s most 

technically rich fairway 

wood has moving, mean-

ingful parts even beyond 

its adjustable hosel. A 

weight-saving composite 

crown and a wraparound 

cup face boost ball speed 

and forgiveness. Extra golf-

geek cool, though, are the 

weights in the sole that let 

you tune spin and launch.  

COMMENTS (L) The ball 

flight got there, stayed 

there and kept going.  

(M) It might be for better 

players, but it went even 

when I didn’t nail it. 

CALLAWAY  

GREAT BIG BERTHA 

PRICE $250

VERDICT This club builds 

on Callaway’s notable for-

giveness technology. The 

head is larger and more 

stable, with a springlike 

face that wraps around 

the crown and sole, and 

there’s still that turf-riding 

Warbird soleplate. The five 

lots, three of which adjust 

across 14 to 22 degrees, 

help find the right configu-

ration for your set.  

COMMENTS (L) I felt like 

I could be aggressive or 

swing smooth if I wanted. 

(H) Understated looks, but 

this thing is a beast. I don’t 

play a 3-wood, but I love 

the trajectory with this one. 

CALLAWAY  

XR16/PRO 

PRICE $230/$250

VERDICT This club fea-

tures the thinnest cast 

crown Callaway has ever 

made. That matters for 

you because it pushes the 

center of gravity lower, 

giving you a higher launch 

and forgiveness. Throw in 

the wraparound face and 

larger size, and you’ve got 

more room to miss and still 

get playable distance.  

COMMENTS (L) Perfect 

size. The shallow face 

makes it easy to hit off the 

turf. (M) Driver in sheep’s 

clothing: good distance, 

but as easy to hit as a 

3-wood. 

COBRA 

KING F6 

PRICE $240

VERDICT The two weights 

on the sole can turn this 

into two clubs. Placing the 

20-gram tungsten weight 

forward produces a boring 

ball flight with less spin. If 

you don’t feel like being a 

hero, flip the three-gram 

weight in front for a higher 

trajectory and a heck of a 

lot more forgiveness.  

COMMENTS (L) The ball 

jumps off the face. (M)  

Looks sharp, and the low 

profile gave me confidence 

at address. Has a subtle yet 

explosive sound. 

COBRA 

KING LTD 

PRICE $300

VERDICT That see-

through portal on the sole 

will get your attention, but 

its mass and location do 

the real work, lowering the 

center of gravity for less 

spin and a better energy 

transfer. The portal also 

saves weight to allow room 

for a tungsten internal 

weight to boost ball speed 

at impact. Finally, it lets 

you look inside to see the 

high-strength steel face.  

COMMENTS (L) Sneaky 

long. (M) I liked the mid- 

trajectory flight. (H) Glides 

across the turf and makes 

good contact.

NIKE 

VAPOR FLY 

PRICE $250

VERDICT Designers 

thinned out multiple areas 

in the face, crown and 

sole to save weight and 

increase distance. That 

weight has been redistrib-

uted low and around the 

outside of the sole through 

Nike’s trademark cavity de-

sign for extra forgiveness. 

Also improved are shots hit 

lower on the face, thanks to 

a wider leading edge and a 

deeper, more flexible sole 

channel.  

COMMENTS (L) It seems 

like a players club that’s 

easy to hit. (H) A little 

higher ball flight, but the 

distance doesn’t suffer.

PING 

G 

PRICE $270

VERDICT If you can’t get 

your fairway woods up in 

the air the way you’d like, 

Ping has a solution. Engi-

neers lowered the leading 

edge so that your impact 

position is 12 percent 

higher and your center of 

gravity is lower. Both of 

those mean you can launch 

the ball higher without 

any swing changes. A hot, 

high-strength steel face 

also helps.  

COMMENTS (M) It has that 

straight, high ball flight 

that doesn’t balloon. (H) 

Love the low-profile head. 

It has an awesome wood-

bat home-run sound. 

TAYLORMADE 

M1 

PRICE $300

VERDICT This is the most 

adjustable fairway wood 

TaylorMade has ever 

made. Between the sliding 

weights (to tweak ball flight 

let or right) and the 4-de-

gree range of lots on the 

hosel, you can create just 

about any flight you want. 

Also notable is the carbon-

composite crown, which 

lowers the center of gravity 

so shots launch with more 

energy and less spin.  

COMMENTS (L) Make sure 

you take advantage of the 

weights. They can’t help 

you if you don’t use them. 

(M) Good, penetrating, ag-

gressive flight.

TAYLORMADE 

M2 

PRICE $250

VERDICT It has the same 

kind of composite crown 

as the M1, but flip it over 

and you’ll see the differ-

ence. Instead of movable 

weights, there’s a channel 

that stretches the width of 

the face. It increases ball 

speed and launch angle. 

It also helps the all-too-

common fairway wood 

miss: the low, thin shot.  

COMMENTS (L) Has that 

typical sweet feel of an old 

wood, with today’s forgive-

ness technology. (M) A 

muted sound, but you still 

feel the hot face.

TITLEIST 

915F/915Fd 

PRICE $280

VERDICT Turns out not 

all sole channels are cre-

ated equal. That slot in 

the Titliest fairway wood 

might look just like the one 

in the driver, but it isn’t. It’s 

narrower, deeper and po-

sitioned closer to the face 

for better flexing and more 

spin control. Of the two 

models, the more compact 

Fd produces a lower ball 

flight that spins less.  

COMMENTS (L) The head 

shape is perfectly com-

pact, and the ball flight was 

very controllable. (M) I like 

the traditional look. Hits 

were solid and efficient. 

MIZUNO 

JPX EZ 

PRICE $250

VERDICT Those ridges on 

the sole aren’t exactly like 

the slots that you’ve seen 

on other clubs. Sure, they 

help the face flex at impact  

for more distance. But 

they’re also shallower and 

wrap around the heel and 

toe to provide more mass 

that’s lower within the 

head and more perimeter 

weighted for higher launch 

and forgiveness.  

COMMENTS (L) Flight mid 

to high and penetrating. 

Anybody could use this 

club. (H) The name doesn’t 

lie. It’s easy. You’re getting 

a ton of forgiveness.

TOUR EDGE 

EXOTICS EX9/TOUR 

PRICE $230/$300

VERDICT These fairway 

woods focus on speed at 

impact, both at the ball 

and through the turf. It 

starts with two hot faces: 

ultra-high-strength steel 

on the EX9 and titanium on 

the Tour. Speed through 

the ground starts with all 

those ripples on the soles. 

They improve turf interac-

tion. The fairway (or rough) 

that you’re hitting from is 

never perfectly flat, so why 

should your sole be?  

COMMENTS (L) Has a nice 

pop. Didn’t have to try to 

kill it to get it to work. (M) 

Piercing flight and cuts 

through the turf well. The 

wavy sole seems to help 

from the fairway.

YONEX 

EZONE XPG 

PRICE $230

VERDICT Twenty grams 

of tungsten powder in the 

butt of the grip counterbal-

ances the club. Yeah, you 

read that right—counter-

balancing isn’t just for  

putters. The grip weight 

shits the balance point 

closer to your hands to bol-

ster your control of the club 

for more swing speed. The 

lighter composite crown 

frees up weight to lower 

the center of gravity for a 

higher launch, and the ad-

justable hosel alters lot by 

plus or minus 1.5 degrees 

across eight settings.  

COMMENTS (L) Nice 

compact head; sits clean 

at address. (M) Forgiving, 

and I got good height. (H) 

Perfect trajectory to give 

you optimal distance.

4Percentage of  

serious golfers  

who don’t use  

a fairway wood.
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(l) low-handicapper  |  (m) middle-handicapper  |  (h) high-handicapper



 
CALLAWAY

▶ Apex

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  

demand  

 
COBRA

▶ King F6

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  
½

 
MIZUNO

▶ JPX EZ

performance  
½

innovation  

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  
½

performance  

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  

demand  

 
CALLAWAY

▶ XR/Pro/OS
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Hybrids

More evidence your 

long irons are obsolete 
by mike stachura

 
TAYLORMADE

▶ M1

performance  
½

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  

 
PING

▶ G

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  

demand  

 
TOUR EDGE

▶ Exotics EX9/Tour

performance  

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  

 
TITLEIST

▶ 816H1/H2

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  
½
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TAYLORMADE

▶ M2

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  

 
NIKE

▶ Vapor Fly

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  

 
BEN HOGAN

▶ VKTR

 
PING

▶ G Crossover

performance  

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  

demand  

 
WILSON

▶ FG Tour F5

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  

demand  

$825 $838 $809

$889

$800

$720

The average amount  

spent annually on equipment 

by serious golfers.

▶ 2010 ▶ 2011

▶ 2012 ▶ 2013 

▶ 2014 ▶ 2015
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Hot List    Hybrids

(l) low-handicapper  |  (m) middle-handicapper  |  (h) high-handicapper

CALLAWAY  

APEX 

PRICE $220

VERDICT There’s advanc-

ing the ball, and then 

there’s hitting shots to a 

target and making them 

stick. The Apex focuses 

on the latter, thanks to a 

slightly higher center of 

gravity that helps launch 

shots with a little more spin 

and height that land at an 

angle more receptive to 

staying on the green. The 

wraparound cupface pro-

vides extra face flex.  

COMMENTS (L) Dense and 

stout: It doesn’t feel small 

in terms of forgiveness. (M)  

Its size might scare some 

golfers—until they hit it.

CALLAWAY  

XR/PRO/OS 

PRICE $200/$210/$220

VERDICT The popular 

XR line of hybrids adds an 

oversize version for more 

forgiveness and a higher 

flight. But the larger face 

also means a more ani-

mated trampoline. Inside 

the head and toward the 

front of the sole, a wave-

like structure keeps the 

internal weighting lower 

yet still allows the face to 

flex on shots hit below the 

center of the face.  

COMMENTS (L) Low spin, 

great flight. No drag on turf 

interaction. (H) A little ting 

sound lets you know you 

got it on the screws.

COBRA 

KING F6 

PRICE $200

VERDICT A rear weight 

chip in the sole does 

two good things: First, it 

pushes weight low and 

deep in the head to im-

prove forgiveness. Second, 

the deeper position for 

the weight creates higher 

shots. Each of the three 

standard lots can be ad-

justed eight ways, provid-

ing 24 possibilities from 16 

to 25 degrees.  

COMMENTS (L) The 

slightly rounded toe gives 

it a perfect shape. (M) The 

white outline on the crown 

helps my setup.

MIZUNO 

JPX EZ 

PRICE $200

VERDICT The accordion-

like pattern on the sole 

helps any hit low on the 

face get more distance. 

How? The waves in the sole 

flow into the heel and toe, 

so there’s more stability, 

which means you’ll lose 

less distance on those off-

center hits. The larger size 

combines with a shallow 

face to improve confi-

dence, too.  

COMMENTS (L) Mis-hits 

went a long way, and I 

never felt any vibration. (M) 

The shallow face is easier 

to hit off the ground.

PING 

G 

PRICE $230

VERDICT Sometimes the 

best way to make a hybrid 

face more flexible is to shit 

your attention elsewhere. 

Inside, the sole stairsteps 

down toward the face, thin-

ning out the area closest 

to the face to provide more 

give at impact. The rear of 

the sole supports the way 

the entire structure flexes. 

It also adds weight in the 

back for extra stability on 

off-center hits.  

COMMENTS (L) My favor-

ite kind of trajectory: pen-

etrating and high enough. 

(M) It feels pillow-y sot and 

inspires confidence.

TAYLORMADE 

M1 

PRICE $250

VERDICT The danger with 

adding adjustability to a 

hybrid is making it clunky 

and taking away the ver-

satility you need to play a 

hybrid. Well, that’s not the 

case here. Most notewor-

thy are the two movable 

weights neatly recessed in 

the rear of the sole. They 

let better players tweak ball 

flight away from the natural 

draw they don’t want, but 

their deep position pro-

vides extra stability that all 

players need.  

COMMENTS (L) It feels 

strong, heavy: You can 

blast it out of anything.  

(M) Stable yet workable.

TITLEIST 

816H1/H2 

PRICE $250

VERDICT Yes, the distance 

technology is substantial 

(flexing sole channel and 

a thin, high-strength 

steel face). But the fitting 

permutations are even 

more comprehensive. The 

nine adjustable heads (18 

to 29 degrees) come in 

two shapes: H1 is larger, 

more forgiving and higher-

launching, and the offset 

H2 fits those who make 

more iron-like swings.  

COMMENTS (L) The face 

height is perfect. (M) Nice, 

pure feel on a small head. 

Easy to hit the ball high.

TOUR EDGE 

EXOTICS EX9/TOUR 

PRICE $160/$200

VERDICT The two heads 

offer different looks, but 

both build distance in high-

tech ways. The standard 

uses a wraparound cup-

face made of high-strength 

steel to create flexibility, 

and the EX9 Tour features 

a thin titanium face insert. 

Both faces have variable 

thickness for better spring 

on mis-hits. The ribboned 

sole glides through any lie.  

COMMENTS (L) Piercing 

flight. Even when you jump 

on it, it didn’t balloon. (M)  

I tried to hit it heavy, and I 

couldn’t. Never fazed it.

BEN HOGAN 

VKTR 

PRICE $230

VERDICT Fitting a hybrid 

isn’t merely about getting 

the right lots. Shot shape 

is crucial, too. The four 

movable weights, which in-

clude one at 18 grams, can 

tweak ball flight let or right 

and control height and 

spin. Oh, and about those 

lots? There’s a different 

club for every lot from 17 

to 27 degrees.  

COMMENTS (L) Love the 

quick, cracking sound. 

Easier to hit than it looks. 

(M) The topline is more iron 

than hybrid, and it hits like 

an iron, so it creates a nice 

transition from your lon-

gest iron to this club. Easy 

to get the ball in the air.

NIKE 

VAPOR FLY 

PRICE $220

VERDICT The tour-player-

inspired compact shape 

is plenty versatile, but 

it doesn’t sacrifice the 

distance and forgiveness 

average players need. The 

crown is 30 percent lighter 

than last year’s model to 

increase the perimeter 

weighting, and the sole 

channel is deeper so that 

low-face hits still fly. 

COMMENTS (L) Toe, heel 

and center hits all went 

really high and came down 

sot. (H) It has an old-

school shape with nice, 

compact proportions. You 

feel like you’re slugging 

something.

PING 

G CROSSOVER 

PRICE $230

VERDICT There are 

hybrids that look like 

tiny fairway woods, and 

there are “driving irons” 

designed so tour players 

can hit penetrating bullets 

off the tee. And then there 

is something that falls in 

between. Like this. Extra 

internal weighting in the 

toe improves off-center 

hits, and a flat face makes 

it easier to work the ball. 

The high-strength steel in 

the face and a thinned-out 

sole improve face flex for 

more distance.  

COMMENTS (L) A solid, 

muted sound. (M) It’s basi-

cally a jacked up 3-iron, 

which is what I need.

TAYLORMADE 

M2 

PRICE $250

VERDICT Face it: Any 

club longer than a 7-iron 

is difficult to hit. That’s 

why the emphasis here is 

on forgiveness. The head 

is larger and more stable 

on off-center hits, and the 

shallow face inspires confi-

dence. (So does the 28-de-

gree option.) But the real 

source of forgiveness is 

the longer sole slot, which 

helps the face flex so shots 

launch with more velocity 

and height with less spin 

on low-face impacts.   

COMMENTS (L) Has a 

good kind of quiet sound. 

(M) It hit a high ball and 

was very easy to turn over. 

Glides through the turf.

WILSON 

FG TOUR F5 

PRICE $210

VERDICT There’s a hot, 

high-strength steel face for 

distance and a low-forward 

internal weighting for less 

spin, but it’s the ease of 

adjusting the head that 

makes this hybrid special. 

The three lots each come 

with six settings that can 

change lot by a degree 

up or down. That’s 18 

potential hybrids across a 

range of 16 to 24 degrees. 

Even better, the lightweight 

hosel lets you make any 

change without removing 

the head from the shat.

COMMENTS (L) Sot, 

soothing shape, like a 

hammer hitting a nail. Flat, 

high trajectory. (M) You re-

ally feel like you can hit the 

kind of shot that you want 

because it’s more shallow 

front to back.
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85%Percentage of  

serious golfers who carry  

at least one hybrid. 
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Game-Improvement Irons

More speed, more stability 
by e .  michael johnson

 
CALLAWAY

▶ Apex CF 16

performance  

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  

demand  
½

 
MIZUNO

▶ JPX 850 Forged

performance  

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  

 
MIZUNO

▶ JPX 850

performance  

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  

demand  

performance  
½

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  

 
CALLAWAY

▶ XR

 
COBRA

▶ King F6

performance  
½

innovation  

look / sound / feel  

demand  
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COBRA

▶ King Forged Tec

performance  

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  

demand  
½

 
BEN HOGAN

▶ PTX

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  

demand  

performance  
½

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  

demand  

 
TAYLORMADE

▶ M2

performance  
½

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  

 
TITLEIST

▶ 716 AP1

performance  
½

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  

demand  

 
PING

▶ G



Hot List    Game-Improvement Irons

 
NIKE

▶ Vapor Fly

performance  

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  

 
WILSON

▶ FG Tour F5

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  

demand  

 
WILSON

▶ C200

performance  

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  

demand  

 
TOUR EDGE

▶ Exotics CB Pro Tungsten

performance  

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  

demand  
½

 
MIZUNO

▶ JPX EZ Forged

performance  

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  
½
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How long do you take from the time you consider  

buying a new set of irons to purchasing them? 

▶ Less than one week: 5% 

▶ More than a year: 7% 

▶ More than three months but less than a year: 18% 

▶ Two to three months: 33% 

▶ About a month: 37% 

%
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the top and bottom of the 

club to help increase flex. 

COMMENTS (L) A con-

sistent club. Gets the ball 

in the air and helps it go 

straight and far. (H) A bit 

chunky in size, but the 

technology is masked well. 

There is a power to these 

that makes you want to 

keep hitting balls.

COBRA 

KING F6 

PRICE $700 

VERDICT This set started 

with a single question: How 

should each club be used? 

That led Cobra’s designers 

to produce an iron set with 

four constructions. In the 

long irons, a hollow de-

sign with a high-strength 

steel face insert produces 

height and distance. The 

6- and 7-irons are a half-

hollow design and use dif-

ferent grooves—a V-shape 

groove on the 6 and a more 

aggressive U-shape groove 

on the 7-iron for more 

stopping power. The 8-iron 

through pitching wedge 

feature a cavity-back de-

sign for more control. The 

gap and sand wedges are 

muscle-backs for optimum 

versatility.  

COMMENTS (L) This feels 

like the ideal weighting. 

Not just in the clubhead, 

but in the feedback you get 

on shots. (H) The long irons 

are a little bulky, but there’s 

no denying they’re easy to 

hit. The white line on the 

bottom of the club helps 

with alignment. 

MIZUNO 

JPX 850 

PRICE $800 

VERDICT It would likely 

surprise many to know that 

Mizuno’s best-selling iron 

in the United States is this 

flexible-face cast model. 

Among the enticements 

to the game-improvement 

crowd is a low center of 
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CALLAWAY 

APEX CF 16 

PRICE $1,200 

VERDICT Driver design 

has been trickling down 

into irons for a few years 

now, and the updated Apex 

is a good example. The iron 

borrows face technology 

from the company’s metal-

woods in which a stainless-

steel face wraps around 

the crown and sole to 

enhance flex at impact on 

the long and middle irons. 

The result is more distance 

and a higher launch angle. 

The forged carbon-steel 

frame provides the sot feel 

one would expect from a 

game-improvement iron 

that even better players 

can appreciate.   

COMMENTS (L) Produces 

a strong flight without the 

ballooning. If you need 

some help elevating your 

shots, this would be one to 

look at. (M) Great propor-

tion between the long, 

middle and short irons.  

A clean, sleek look.  

CALLAWAY 

XR 

PRICE $800 

VERDICT Many consider 

the Apex an iron for low-  

or middle-handicappers, 

but the XR is definitely for 

those in need of forgive-

ness and distance. The 

larger clubhead and gen-

erous offset are obvious 

signs of clemency, and the 

guts of the club produce 

plenty of yardage thanks to 

a face that wraps around 

gravity that helps shots hit 

low on the face, as well as 

thinner areas inside the 

topline and sole for better 

performance on off-center 

strikes. In keeping with 

its commitment to fitting, 

the company offers any 

custom-steel shat and 

grip at no extra cost.  

COMMENTS (L) Whatever 

they’ve done to the sole, 

it’s working. I’m taking 

crisp, clean divots virtually 

every time. (M) Excellent 

distance control. You don’t 

have to worry about getting 

a jumper with these. 

MIZUNO 

JPX 850 FORGED 

PRICE $1,000 

VERDICT The JPX 850 

Forged is among the best 

in class for looks in this 

category. A combination 

of a unique material and 

design allowed Mizuno to 

make a forgiving, powerful 

iron in a compact package. 

Helping achieve this was 

the use of boron-infused 

steel that allowed for 

significant weight savings. 

A thinner face provides 

more ball speed and saves 

five grams. An additional 

21 grams were removed 

from the pocket cavity. 

That weight was moved to 

the perimeter to enhance 

distance and forgiveness. 

The triple-cut sole adds 

the workability shotmak-

ers crave.  

COMMENTS (M) The ulti-

mate “tweener” club. You 

have to have a decent golf 

swing to get the full ben-

efit, but you can work shots 

with these. You can’t say 

that for most of the others. 

(M) The face feels incredi-

bly active. I thought I would 

have to work to produce 

distance, but I didn’t.

PING 

G 

PRICE $800 

VERDICT Ping’s latest 

game-improvement iron 

might appear to be a 

snazzier-looking version of 

its previous G-series irons, 

but it’s actually a transfor-

mation. The stainless-steel 

body undergoes a six-hour 

heat-treating process that 

results in a significantly 

stronger material. This 

allows for a really thin face 

that produces four times 

the flex of its predecessor, 

the G30. A new version of 

Ping’s AWT shat (ascend-

ing weight technology) 

provides lighter shats in 

the long irons to improve 

clubhead speed and to 

launch the ball higher. 

Heavier shats in the short 

irons offer more control.  

COMMENTS (L) The turf 

interaction was incredible. 

It felt like the soil was melt-

ing at impact. No resis-

tance at all. (H) Awesome 

ball flight, even with the 

long irons. The forgiveness 

was off the charts. 

TAYLORMADE  

M2 

PRICE $800  

VERDICT The futuristic 

look could be something 

right out of the latest “Star 

Wars” movie, but you’d 

expect nothing less from 

a club designed to launch 

rockets. Much like it did 

with its Burner irons, the 

company focused on 

ball speed with the M2. 

It achieved it by remov-

ing mass where possible, 

notably in the hosel and 

under the topline, and 

repositioning it where it 

could enhance launch and 

speed. A modification to 

the sole slot—a staple of 

TaylorMade irons for three 

years—also helps launch 

the ball high.  

COMMENTS (L) These 

irons need a steroid test 

because they’re most 

definitely juiced. Perhaps 

the longest I’ve hit. (H) I 

thought the feel might be 

harsh, but it was actually 

silky smooth, like wrapping 

yourself in a warm towel. 

TITLEIST 

716 AP1 

PRICE $900 

VERDICT Long known as 

a better-players brand, 

Titleist has reached out to 

a wider audience in recent 

years, and this iron is an 

example. It doesn’t matter 

whether you’re a middle-

handicapper seeking to 

get in single digits or the 

better player for whom the 

mid-70s is now a once-a-

year occurrence. The use 

of tungsten in the lower 

toe increases forgiveness, 

and a deep-cut cavity 

helps launch the ball high, 

especially on the stronger-

loted irons. Also, the light-

weight True Temper XP90 

steel shats are ideal for 

this player segment.  

COMMENTS (L) The long 

irons are among the easi-

est to hit, and the ball leaps 

off the face. The only thing 

let to do is the club twirl. 

(M) The face cradles the 

ball at address. That’s not 

only comforting, but it gave 

a sense for how sot the 

feel was going to be.

BEN HOGAN 

PTX 

PRICE $1,200 

VERDICT A little more than 

a year ago there was plenty 

of buzz among gearheads 

about the relaunch of the 

Ben Hogan Golf Equip-

ment Co. Now those same 

Hoganites have products 

to drool over. Among them 

is this game-improvement 

option, a set that has hol-

low irons in lots of 20 to 

31 degrees and more tra-

ditional cavity-back irons 

from 32 to 47 degrees. 

(The company produces 

lots in single-degree in-

crements from 20 to 47 de-

grees instead of traditional 

iron numbers.) The hollow 

irons have a 17-gram 

tungsten toe weight to 

help launch the ball higher. 

The cavity-back irons use 

titanium forged with the 

carbon-steel body, which 

allows mass to be distrib-

uted higher for a more 

penetrating ball flight.  

COMMENTS (L) The 

squared-off, compact head 

Most serious 
golfers buy new 
irons at least 
every five years.

Have you gone  

through a custom-fitting 

for a set of irons?

▶ 2015 

▶ 2010

▶ 2005

▶ 2000

62

38
%

47
54

s o u r c e :  g o l f  d a t a t e c h

s o u r c e :  g o l f  d a t a t e c h



is a great look at address. 

(M) Feel was top-shelf. 

The first strike was, Wow, 

haven’t felt something like 

that in a long time. 

COBRA 

KING FORGED TEC 

PRICE $1,100 

VERDICT Some everyday 

golfers like to dress like 

Rickie Fowler, but few 

should be playing the 

same irons he does. For 

them, Cobra produced 

the King Forged TEC. A 

thin, high-strength-steel 

forged face insert provides 

plenty of pop, and the 

forged carbon-steel frame 

enhances feel (as does 

the urethane cavity insert 

inlaid with aluminum). The 

clubs also have three tung-

sten weights in the bottom 

of the head—two near the 

toe and one toward the 

heel—to improve the club’s 

forgiveness on off-center 

strikes. Having the weight 

on the bottom of the club 

allows for the top to have 

a slimmer look. For those 

who prefer graphite shats, 

the UST Mamiya Recoil is a 

sound stock offering. 

COMMENTS (L) These are 

body-builder powerful. 

Loads of distance. Still, the 

short irons had amazing 

consistency in distance 

control. (H) The weighting 

made it easier to get the 

clubhead back to square. 

That was a confidence 

booster. 

MIZUNO 

JPX EZ FORGED 

PRICE $1,000  

VERDICT Although it’s 

not always easy to achieve 

a high ball speed or a 

towering launch in an iron, 

designers know how to get 

(l) low-handicapper  |  (m) middle-handicapper  |  (h) high-handicapper
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it. (M) They got the weight-

ing absolutely perfect. I 

felt in complete control of 

the club during the entire 

swing every time. 

TOUR EDGE  

EXOTICS CB PRO 

TUNGSTEN 

PRICE $700 

VERDICT Some players 

have skills, and others 

need their equipment to 

play a larger role in achiev-

ing height and distance 

on shots. The latter is the 

target audience for this all-

hollow-body set of irons. 

Loads of tungsten (from 

90 to 95 grams) placed in 

the sole lowers the center 

of gravity to help shots get 

airborne. The sole is slim-

mer than its predecessor, 

the CB PROh, and has a 

beveled leading edge to 

plow through the turf. As 

a bonus, the company lets 

you create a combo set 

with any of its hybrids.  

COMMENTS (L) When  

you set it down, it just looks 

like it can help you, and it 

does. Mis-hits were not 

punished all that much.  

(H) A super sot feel for 

such a bulky iron.  

WILSON 

C200 

PRICE $800 

VERDICT OK, the 

urethane-filled slots on the 

topline might be tough to 

look at, but this club hides 

a multitude of sins in your 

swing and will have you 

thinking you really can buy 

a game. The slots allow for 

a large, thin face (less than 

one-tenth of an inch in the 

long irons), with minimal 

contact points between the 

face and body. The open-

ings extend completely 

through the topline, toe 

and sole and into the cav-

ity to create room for the 

face to flex. The shats are 

a touch longer than most 

irons to add a little extra 

boost to your swing speed.  

COMMENTS (L) When 

you hit it flush the ball just 

hangs in the sky like a hot-

air balloon. It has distance 

most of the others don’t 

have. (H) The sole is pretty 

big, but chunky hits receive 

a decent result.

WILSON 

FG TOUR F5 

PRICE $800 

VERDICT The rounded, 

old-school look on the toe 

gives this iron a throwback 

look, but the technology 

is decidedly modern, 

particularly on the bottom 

part of the club. On clubs 

down to the 7-iron, a thin 

face-to-sole transition 

along the leading edge 

increases ball speed on 

shots struck on the middle 

to low part of the face. 

Although previously used 

in the company’s D200 

irons, this is the first time 

this method has been used 

in a forged Wilson club. A 

35-gram stabilizing bar in 

the cavity adds support for 

the thin face.  

COMMENTS (L) You can 

generate some spin, even 

on the middle irons. They 

would hit the green and 

stick. (H) The feel was 

sublime. A sweet, syrupy 

sensation at impact. The 

look gives the illusion of a 

players iron, but there is 

plenty of help here.

that done. Producing the 

right sound and feel, how-

ever, isn’t as straightfor-

ward. Using modal analysis 

led Mizuno designers to 

reinforce the topline to 

achieve the desired sound. 

The use of a boron steel 

provided the strength 

needed to thin the face and 

increase the rebound area, 

and the rear frame pushes 

weight to the extreme four 

corners of the cavity for 

maximum stability.  

COMMENTS (L) The dark 

finish offers the right 

amount of contrast to the 

strike area on the face. 

(M) Anyone from a 5- to 

15-handicapper could use 

these. The feel and forgive-

ness are there, but so is 

the workability for better 

players. 

NIKE 

VAPOR FLY 

PRICE $900 

VERDICT Nike hasn’t been 

bashful about creating iron 

sets with a twist, and the 

Vapor Fly is another exam-

ple. A hollow-cavity design 

is used for the 4- through 

7-iron. A lightweight car-

bon-fiber-reinforced resin 

allows mass in those irons 

to be placed low and deep 

to create the right launch 

conditions. It also saved  

14 grams that are reposi-

tioned to enhance forgive-

ness. Resin is also used 

throughout the set to tune 

sound and feel.  

COMMENTS (L) This is 

one of the best-sounding 

clubs I’ve hit. It has that 

sizzle off the face, and 

every shot felt like I killed 

Do Some  
Sole-Searching

Width matters 
hose of us who work on the Golf  

Digest Hot List know the differences 

among players, game-improvement 

and super game-improvement irons. But 

golfers might be a little confused.      

     It’s best to think of the categories like this: 

Players irons have thin soles and toplines 

and compact clubheads for a look preferred 

by elite players. Game-improvement irons 

are slightly larger and combine perimeter-

weighted forgiveness with a pleasing shape 

at address. Super game-improvement irons 

often feature loads of technology—most of 

it designed to help you get the ball in the air 

and avoid a slice. 

     Perhaps the simplest way to think about it 

is to turn the clubs upside down and look at 

the soles. The wider the sole, the more forgiv-

ing the club is likely to be. That’s because a 

wide sole lowers the center of gravity, which 

helps get the ball in the air and increases 

forgiveness on shots hit fat. A wide sole 

also makes it more difficult to work the ball, 

which is why better players prefer the shot-

making attributes of a narrow sole. 

     We suggest you try clubs from each cate-

gory and inspect your divots. If they’re deep, 

consider an iron with a wider sole.  —EMJ

T

1914Year the R&A and USGA 

banned steel shafts. The USGA 

approved them in 1924, and 

the R&A followed in 1929.  



Hot List    Equipment

Players 
Irons

Precision 

tools for 

those 

going pin-

seeking 
by e .  michael johnson

 
CALLAWAY

▶ Apex Pro 16

performance  

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  

demand  

 
NIKE

▶ Vapor Fly Pro

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  

demand  
½

 
MIZUNO

▶ MP-25

performance  
½

innovation  

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  
½

 
NIKE

▶ Vapor Pro Combo

performance  

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  

demand  
½



 
TAYLORMADE

▶ PSi

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  
½

 
PING

▶ S55

performance  
½

innovation  

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  
½

 
TITLEIST

▶ 716 AP2

performance  

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  

demand  

 
PING

▶ i

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  
½
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TAYLORMADE

▶ PSi Tour

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  

 
COBRA

▶ King Forged CB/
MB Combo

performance  

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  
½

 
TITLEIST

▶ 716 CB

performance  
½ ½

innovation  
½ ½

look / sound / feel  

demand  

 
WILSON

▶ FG Tour V4

performance  
½

innovation  

look / sound / feel  

demand  

0-10 11-15 16-20

76/24 67/33 53/47 35/65

21+

Iron-shat preference, 
by handicap:

▶ Steel shat 
▶ Graphite shat

s o u r c e :  g o l f  d a t a t e c h
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(l) low-handicapper  |  (m) middle-handicapper

CALLAWAY 

APEX PRO 16 

PRICE $1,200  

VERDICT Callaway hasn’t 

always tried to conceal its 

technology, but it has done 

a good job here. In the long 

irons, two tungsten plugs 

are inserted into holes 

in the cavity to provide 

a higher launch. A light-

weight stainless steel is 

inserted in the middle irons 

to keep ball flight down. In 

the short irons, the holes 

are let empty for an even 

more penetrating trajec-

tory. This set is a smart 

choice for the low-handi-

capper who doesn’t have a 

lot of time to practice.  

COMMENTS (L) I was 

hitting that flight window 

nearly every time. (M) 

There’s a lot of mass be-

hind the ball, so misses are 

extremely playable. 

MIZUNO 

MP-25 

PRICE $1,000  

VERDICT How do you 

get distance out of a clas-

sic shape? The MP-25 

achieves this by using 

the same boron-infused 

carbon steel featured in 

the company’s JPX EZ 

Forged iron. The boron al-

lows for a thinner clubface 

and a hidden cut-through 

slot behind the face that 

increases the potential for 

the type of ball speed not 

normally found in a forged 

players iron. It’s old-school 

looks with the benefits of 

modern engineering.  

COMMENTS (L) It’s like 

a boxing glove: It feels 

sot but packs a powerful 

punch. (L) As players irons 

get closer to game im-

provement, the workability 

tends to suffer, but not with 

these. You can easily work 

the ball right or let.  

NIKE 

VAPOR FLY PRO 

PRICE $900  

VERDICT It might not be 

as tour-pro cool as others, 

but the rebel-black look 

still pleases at address. 

Like the Vapor Fly model, 

the set uses multiple 

constructions with hollow-

cavity long irons, three 

resin-pocket middle irons 

and three resin-cavity 

short irons. The resin is 

lighter than steel, allowing 

designers to redistribute 

weight and enhance feel. 

The beveled leading edge 

is a nice bonus, producing 

clean divots with less dig.  

COMMENTS (L) It has a 

cushy feel with a pleasant 

sound. (M) The 4-iron hits 

moon balls. I say that in a 

good way. Terrific height 

and distance.   

NIKE 

VAPOR PRO COMBO 

PRICE $1,100  

VERDICT “Forgiving” and 

“blade” don’t usually go  

together, but Nike has 

pulled it off with its Vapor 

Pro Combo. The look at ad-

dress is pure players iron. 

However, the combination 

of a thin, high-strength 

steel face plus extra weight 

in the toe to keep the cen-

ter of gravity in line with the 

center of the face brings 

plenty of heat on mis-hits. 

The True Temper DG Pro 

shat completes the en-

semble.  

COMMENTS (L) Whatever 

they put in the back to 

dampen vibration works: 

Strikes on the toe still 

felt good. (M) There was 

a lightness to these that 

made me feel like I could 

speed up my swing in the 

hitting zone.

PING 

I 

PRICE $1,000  

VERDICT This is a game-

improvement club housed 

in the shape of a players 

iron. Ping took a different 

approach to club length, 

adding a quarter of an 

inch in the 3- through 

9-iron (from the i25) and 

strengthening the lots by 

1 degree in the 3- through 

8-iron. Distance, how-

ever, isn’t the focus. Ping 

engineers increased the 

moment of inertia by using 

tungsten in the toe of the 

3- through 7-iron. It’s a 

players iron all right—very 

playable.  

COMMENTS (L) The sole 

provides a turf interaction 

that’s the best feel of sod 

meeting steel you can find. 

(M) It’s amazing how they 

make a cast club feel sot. 

PING 

S55 

PRICE $1,000  

VERDICT Even in its 

second year, this club 

is as relevant as ever. 

Improvements from the 

S56 include a change in 

the lots of some irons to 

achieve the proper dis-

tance gapping. The 6-iron 

was strengthened half a 

degree, the 7- and 8-irons 

are 1.25 degrees stronger, 

the 9-iron is 1.5 degrees 

stronger, and the pitching 

wedge is a degree strong. 

Also, a tuning port in the 

cavity helps lower the cen-

ter of gravity, allowing the 

4-iron to be weakened a 

quarter of a degree.  

COMMENTS (L) It has a 

minimalistic look but pro-

vides lots of forgiveness. 

(M) The first thing I noticed 

was the smooth impact: 

No clank and plenty of 

giddy-up.

TAYLORMADE 

PSI 

PRICE $1,100  

VERDICT A challenge with 

getting more speed in a 

players iron is not sacrific-

ing feel. A key to ridding 

this iron of vibration is the 

use of a thermoplastic 

rubber oten found in auto-

motive parts. The material 

was placed between the 

face and the back of the 

undercut cavity to keep the 

thin face—less than two 

millimeters thick—feeling 

sweet. Elsewhere, the long 

irons are easier to hit be-

cause of tungsten weight-

ing, and the forged short 

irons provide the control 

pin-seeking players want.  

COMMENTS (L) Offers 

enough assistance while 

maintaining a players look. 

(L) Some jet fuel in them. 

Exceptional distance.  

TITLEIST 

716 AP2 

PRICE $1,200  

VERDICT Ever since the 

first AP2 in 2008, Titleist 

has produced attractive, 

sweet-feeling and forgiving 

forged irons. Add this one 

to the list. It has a tradi-

tional look with more than 

enough playability, and the 

tungsten weighting (25 

percent more than in the 

previous AP2) is a clever 

means of placing weight in 

the low heel and toe areas. 

The weight adds stabil-

ity on off-center hits and 

makes you feel like there’s 

some het when you strike 

the shot. These are surgi-

cal tools that allow you to 

pick the course apart.  

COMMENTS (L) Inviting to 

play without the intimidat-

ing look. (M) The 4-iron 

was easy to hit, which is a 

true test of playability.

TITLEIST 

716 CB 

PRICE $1,200  

VERDICT Titleist has hid-

den significant improve-

ments in a visually pleasing 

shape. The latest CB is a 

traditional, forged cavity-

back design that includes 

heavy tungsten forged into 

the 3- through 7-iron to 

more precisely locate the 

center of gravity to improve 

energy transfer at impact. 

Also, the pre-worn leading 

edge delivers the kind of 

playability a user of this 

kind of iron demands.  

COMMENTS (L) These 

irons are so much easier to 

launch than they look. (M) 

It’s the perfect club for a 

feel player—plus I noticed 

they’re a half-club longer 

than last year’s CB.  

WILSON 

FG TOUR V4 

PRICE $900  

VERDICT This is a players 

iron that checks off all the 

right boxes. Clean look? 

Check. Easy-to-hit long 

irons? Check. Workable 

middle and short irons? 

Check. Good sound and 

feel? Check. The tungsten 

in the sole (18 grams in the 

3- through 7-iron) helps 

launch the ball high with a 

steeper angle of descent 

to give your shots stopping 

power on approaches into 

greens. The extra mass be-

hind the center of the face 

produces a powerful feel at 

impact, too.  

COMMENTS (L) The turf 

interaction was impec-

cable. You have to hit way 

behind it to hit a bad shot. 

(M) Sharp-looking club. 

Love the head shape. Very 

true to what a players iron 

should look like. 

COBRA 

KING FORGED CB/MB 

COMBO 

PRICE $1,100  

VERDICT When it comes 

to shape, a tour pro’s eyes 

are unbeatable. Enter 

Rickie Fowler, who helped 

develop this iron, which 

features cavity-backs 

through the 6-iron and 

muscle-backs the rest of 

the way. A tungsten toe 

weight aligns the center of 

gravity with the middle of 

the face for better energy 

transfer. The black finish 

makes you feel as if you 

have tour-pro sticks in your 

hands. Ditto the topline, 

which appears as thin as 

when Jack Nicklaus was 

striping 1-irons.  

COMMENTS (L) A squeaky 

clean look. (M) It had a nice 

thump with some sizzle off 

the face that produced a 

consistent trajectory.  

TAYLORMADE 

PSI TOUR 

PRICE $1,300  

VERDICT Slots have been 

a staple of TaylorMade 

irons since the introduc-

tion of the RocketBladez a 

few years ago—and have 

evolved. In this forged 

iron, produced with plenty 

of feedback from its tour 

staff, TaylorMade uses face 

slots to provide consistent 

distance on heel and toe 

hits and sole slots on the 

3- through 7-iron to as-

sist shots struck low on 

the face. It has a thinner 

topline, less offset and 

a narrower sole than the 

regular PSi model. 

COMMENTS (L) It’s a war-

rior. It just gets down into 

the dirt and busts through 

it like nothing can slow it 

down. (L) You definitely get 

a little bit of jump out of the 

middle and longer irons.

7,000revolutions per minute. Spin rate of 

a ball launching off Jason Dufner’s 7-iron. 

Dufner says the ideal spin rate is 1,000 

times the number of the iron, and the 

ideal launch angle is half the iron’s lot.  





Hot List    Equipment

Super  
Game- 
Improvement  
Irons

Plenty of help 

that’s well 

disguised 
by e .  michael johnson

 
CALLAWAY

▶ XR OS

performance  
½

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  

demand  

 
PING

▶ GMax

performance  

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  

demand  

 
MIZUNO

▶ JPX EZ

performance  

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  

demand  
½

 
WILSON

▶ Defy

performance  

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  

demand  

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  

 
COBRA

▶ Max
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ADAMS

▶ Blue

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  

demand  

 
TOUR EDGE

▶ Exotics EXd

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  

demand  

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  

 
BRIDGESTONE

▶ JGR

 
WILSON

▶ D200

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  

demand  
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Hot List    Super Game-Improvement Irons

How Our Panel 
Keeps Score

What ‘5’ means 
ur player panelists are asked to score 

each club on various attributes us-

ing a 1-5 scale, but they can be some-

what miserly in doling out a perfect 5. That’s 

as it should be. Our guidelines to them on 

what a “5” should mean read this way: “You 

would traverse the Lhotse Face during a 

rogue storm wearing nothing other than a 

wrestling singlet just to be able to hit this club 

for a few more precious moments.”

Over the top? Perhaps, but it gets the 

point across. Of course, our testers also have 

their own definitions. “That rare ‘5’ is a club 

that feels like an extension of your arm,” says 

one. “All you’re doing is just swinging, and 

the club is doing its job.” Another offers: “A 

‘5’ means I don’t want to put it down. I want 

to hit it all day. It’s effortless and inspiring.” 

Then there’s this direct assessment: “When 

you find ‘the one,’ you feel like King Arthur 

pulling Excalibur from the Stone!”

A “5” is a score our panelists take serious-

ly and hand out judiciously—whether or not 

they’re traversing the Lhotse Face during a 

rogue storm.  —emj

(h) high-handicapper

O

CALLAWAY 

XR OS 

PRICE $900

VERDICT Some compa-

nies try to achieve more 

distance by strengthening 

the lots. Callaway went the 

other way and increased 

them (compared to its XR 

line). The reason: Launch-

ing the ball higher helps 

players with slower swing 

speeds. Also, the face 

wraps around the top and 

bottom of the club for more 

flex at impact.

COMMENTS (H) The ball 

absolutely explodes off 

the face. (H) You’re not 

ashamed to have these in 

your bag. The graphics are 

slick looking.

COBRA 

MAX 

PRICE $600

VERDICT How do you help 

eliminate operator error? 

The half-hollow irons 

(4- through 8-iron) place 

weight where hackers need 

it most, and the wide soles 

allow these clubs to make 

up for a lot of bad swings. 

Three hybrids can be sub-

stituted for the long irons 

for a modest $100 extra.

COMMENTS (H) Even 

shots with over-the-top 

swings had some air under 

them. (H) So forgiving.  

It was like the ball was  

trying to straighten itself 

out in flight.

MIZUNO 

JPX EZ 

PRICE $900

VERDICT When seeking 

distance, designers oten 

lengthen the shats and 

lower the lots to make 

the ball go. But Mizuno 

maintained traditional lots 

and lengths on these irons 

to make it easier to get 

shots on the proper trajec-

tory. Still, the clubs aren’t 

lacking when it comes to 

producing ball speed. Even 

a very thin sole helps mis-

hits go farther. How thin? 

The iron number engraving 

had to be moved to the toe.

COMMENTS (H) It has a 

smooth feel all the way 

through impact. (H) More 

correction on mis-hits than 

you’d expect.

PING 

GMAX 

PRICE $1,000

VERDICT Ping is a brand 

better players look at, but 

its legacy is helping the 

less skilled. The GMax 

might be its best effort 

yet. The heat-treated face 

on the 4- through 8-iron is 

thinner than ever, and the 

circular structure in the 

cavity offers plenty of pop 

on your mis-hits. Also, the 

long irons have a lighter 

swingweight to help square 

the club at impact.

COMMENTS (H) I felt in 

control of the short irons. 

(H) An autopilot club, it’s so 

easy to get airborne.

ADAMS 

BLUE 

PRICE $800

VERDICT Adams is known 

for clubs that are easy to 

hit, and that is the case 

with this set. A slot in the 

sole of the hybrids and 

irons provides face flex, 

and the center of gravity is 

positioned away from the 

face to help you launch the 

ball high. The shats are 

slimmer in the tip section 

to provide more “kick” for 

additional height.

COMMENTS (H) Effortless 

height and distance. You 

can feel a spring in the face 

at impact. (H) The tradi-

tional shapes are a welcome 

respite in this category.

BRIDGESTONE 

JGR 

PRICE $749 (six-club set)

VERDICT The sole seems 

wider than a size-14 shoe, 

but there’s a good reason. 

The width allowed engi-

neers to place weight low 

and back to make getting 

the ball airborne a snap. 

The irons are forged—rare 

in this category—and have 

a thin face and a slim joint 

where the face meets the 

sole to enhance distance. 

A rubber composite in the 

cavity badge minimizes 

vibration.

COMMENTS (H) The low 

irons felt and played like a 

hybrid. (H) The wide sole 

puts a lot of power into 

the ball.

TOUR EDGE 

EXOTICS EXD 

PRICE $700

VERDICT Sometimes a 

smart cavity design can 

improve distance. This iron 

possesses the company’s 

deepest undercut in the 

cavity to date. This, a wider 

sole and heel, and toe 

weighting combine to pro-

duce a low, deep center of 

gravity. The result is stabil-

ity on off-center shots for 

better overall distance.

COMMENTS (H) Every-

thing felt cushion-y at 

impact. (H) A clean look 

at address for a larger 

clubhead.

WILSON 

D200 

PRICE $700

VERDICT Wilson took a 

less-is-more approach to 

this iron, including mak-

ing the front part of the 

sole the same ultrathin 

width as the face. The sole 

is thinnest on the longer 

irons, and the weight is 

moved farther back in the 

cavity. The saved weight 

is repositioned to the heel 

and toe to lower the center 

of gravity and improve off-

center-hit stability.

COMMENTS (H) I was  

surprised there wasn’t a 

hybrid in the set, but the 

long irons were really easy 

to hit. (H) If a player has  

difficulty launching the 

ball, this is a must-try club.

WILSON 

DEFY 

PRICE $700

VERDICT Golfers will ap-

preciate the useful hybrids 

and the hollow middle 

irons that feature plenty 

of bulk on the bottom and 

pep off the face. Those 

are the more obvious at-

tributes. Inside the club, 

the irons borrow the thin 

face-to-sole transition 

from Wilson’s D200 irons 

to gain ball speed, and the 

cavity-back short irons 

offer control in a large-

headed club.

COMMENTS (H) The wide 

soles give you a sense of 

support and some muscle. 

(H) The hybrids were easily 

the most forgiving clubs 

in the set. 

2,100pieces of equipment (not counting 

balls) submitted annually to the  

USGA for conformance testing. Every 

iron in a set must be submitted. 
s o u r c e :  u s g a
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CLEVELAND

▶ RTX 2.0/CB

performance  
½

innovation  

look / sound / feel  

demand  
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performance  
½

innovation  

look / sound / feel  

demand  

 
CALLAWAY

▶ MD3

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  

demand  

 
MIZUNO

▶ S5



Wedges

How  

to erase 

your 

worst 

mistakes 
by mike stachura

 
TAYLORMADE

▶ Tour Preferred EF

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  

demand  
½

 
PING

▶ Glide

performance  
½

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  

demand  

 
TITLEIST

▶ Vokey Design SM6



Hot List    Wedges

 
BEN HOGAN

▶ TK 15

performance  

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  

 
NIKE

▶ Engage

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  

demand  

 
WILSON

▶ FG Tour PMP

performance  
½

innovation  

look / sound / feel  

demand  

performance  

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  

demand  

 
COBRA

▶ King

performance  

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  

 
FOURTEEN

▶ RM-22

Percentage of 

serious golfers who 

carry a gap wedge.

▶ 2012 

▶ 2013

▶ 2014

▶ 2015

73%

80%

81%

88%

s o u r c e :  g o l f  d a t a t e c h
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Hot List    Wedges

(l) low-handicapper  |  (m) middle-handicapper  |  (h) high-handicapper

maximize volume on the 

lower lots and optimize 

sharpness for more grab 

on the higher lots. One 

other spin tactic: The 

chrome finish helps repel 

moisture for better friction 

when the rough is wet.  

COMMENTS (L) I can see 

how it got its name: Hard  

or sot sand, it glided every 

time. (M) I like to choke 

down, so the longer grip 

really works. Easy distance 

control. (H) The ball comes 

off incredibly sot.

TAYLORMADE 

TOUR PREFERRED EF 

PRICE $160  

VERDICT The interest-

ing case here is that the 

industry standard of milled 

grooves and laser surface 

roughness aren’t precise 

enough. So these wedges 

use extremely thin face 

plates, where the grooves 

and surface roughness 

are electroformed. In this 

method, the face plate is 

built up from liquid metal 

to tolerances as little as 

one-eightieth the width 

of a human hair. No less 

important, the metal used 

is highly durable nickel 

cobalt, so those precise 

grooves might just last 

longer, too.   

COMMENTS (L) It has 

above-average spin on 

greenside shots. (M) Great 

turf interaction. It never 

seemed to dig. (H) This one 

laughs at deep rough.

TITLEIST 

VOKEY DESIGN SM6 

PRICE $150 

VERDICT The best-selling 

and most played wedge 

on the PGA Tour has 

been totally reconceived. 

The weighting changes 

depending on the lot: The 

low center of gravity on the 

lower lots helps distance 

progression from the short 

irons, and the raised CG 

on the higher lots tightens 

distance dispersion. The 

grooves also change with 

lot to optimize spin, and 

the milled lines between 

the grooves yield more 

consistent edges.  

COMMENTS (L) The bulge 

behind the top of the face 

really helps when you miss 

high. (M) This is the Swiss 

Army knife of shotmaking. 

They’ve nailed the bounce 

and the camber. (H) The 

sole works well through the 

turf and moves through the 

sand easily.

BEN HOGAN 

TK 15 

PRICE $150 

VERDICT Sure, it’s cool 

that there’s a lot at every 

degree from 48 to 63. But 

each head also is designed 

with different weighting for 

better distance gaps. Over-

all the weight is positioned 

higher, but as the lots de-

crease, there’s more mass 

pushed from the center 

to the heel and toe. The 

combination helps improve 

distance consistency. And 

why just the single V-shape 

sole? Because your swing 

and lie change multiple 

times in the same round 

from the same distance.  

COMMENTS (L) Not in-

timidating at all. Easier to 

hit than it looks. (M) The 

size was a big positive 

around the green, like a 

really nimble sports car. 

(H) Compact and small, 

it delivered the ball nicely 

through the turf. 

COBRA 

KING 

PRICE $120 

VERDICT Sometimes lost 

in the minutiae of groove 

edges is the simple but 

elusive idea of feel. Cobra 

refocused its efforts here 

by subtly thickening the 

NIKE 

ENGAGE 

PRICE $120 

VERDICT In Nike’s eyes, 

getting the center of grav-

ity moved away from the 

heel is crucial. That’s why 

the hosel is shorter. The 

saved weight resets the 

CG closer to the center so 

the head is more stable 

and easier to manipulate. 

The three sole grinds all 

emphasize versatility, in-

cluding the distinctive toe-

sweep version. Its narrow 

heel section and wide toe 

allow the club to stay open 

through rough and sand. 

COMMENTS (L) A heavy 

head makes bunker shots 

pretty easy. (M) The sole’s 

pre-worn leading edge 

made contact around the 

green easier. (H) I opened 

the face on the 56, and 

it played like a 60. Good 

thump in the bunker.

WILSON 

FG TOUR PMP 

PRICE $100 

VERDICT Spin is the pri-

mary focus here, thanks 

to what’s going on in the 

grooves and between 

them. The new groove is 

wider to grab more of the 

ball for increased spin on 

full shots. The 11 laser-

etched scorelines between 

the grooves help boost 

spin on partial shots. Plus, 

the three sole grinds com-

bine with Wilson’s custom-

bending options to create 

97 lot/bounce models.

COMMENTS (L) I could 

play a ball out of a sinkhole 

with this. (M) Makes you 

feel like you have sot 

hands even if you don’t. (H) 

It looks long from heel to 

toe, but it’s fantastic off all 

kinds of lies.

CALLAWAY 

MD3 

PRICE $130 

VERDICT Callaway en-

gineers believe wedge 

grooves should transition 

gradually from iron grooves 

to give players better 

distance control from the 

rough. The MD3 line cov-

ers 15 models, 14 degrees 

of lot and has three types 

of grooves. They include 

one designed for steep an-

gles of attack on lower lots 

and one designed for short 

swings that’s wider and 

more aggressive. Three 

sole grinds are available to 

fit various swing types and 

playing conditions.

COMMENTS (L) Bounce is 

great around the green for 

any shot height you want to 

hit. (M) Beautiful feedback. 

Nice het behind the shot. 

(H) Easy to hit out of the 

bunker, always getting out 

and giving you spin. 

CLEVELAND 

RTX 2.0/CB 

PRICE $130 

VERDICT Whether you 

prefer the traditional blade 

or the midsize cavity-back 

with the larger sole, the 

story with this extensive of-

fering of 36 options starts 

and ends upfront. There 

are three layers of spin 

enhancers: the company’s 

sharpest grooves yet and 

two kinds of milled surface 

roughness between the 

grooves. Confused by the 

array of lots? Cleveland’s 

wedge-analyzer app can fit 

you in three swings. 

COMMENTS (L) Barely 

heard it or felt it, but I knew 

it was good. (M) Weighting 

allows for great sand  

interaction. On low chips, 

you could drive it in there 

with a hard check. 

(H) An all-around per-

former that’s automatic 

out of the bunkers. Not too 

heavy, not too light.

MIZUNO 

S5 

PRICE $130 

VERDICT The slightly 

rounder, larger profile 

might say game-improve-

ment, but the S5 is full of 

tour-inspired attributes. In 

addition to being one of the 

few forged offerings in this 

category, that list of fea-

tures includes lot-specific 

grooves: Higher lots 

will yield more spin, and 

lower lots won’t produce 

too much. The five sole 

grinds match specific lots, 

including both wider and 

narrow soles on the middle 

and higher lots.

COMMENTS (L) This has 

a firm feel, in a great way. 

Incredible interaction with 

the sand. (M) Total control 

of the clubhead with an 

authoritative strike through 

the ball. (H) It combines a 

nice feel and a boring tra-

jectory on full swings.  

PING 

GLIDE 

PRICE $130 

VERDICT The company 

that invented clubfitting 

takes on the short game 

with four swing-specific 

sole grinds. Options in-

clude everything from the 

Thin Sole grind for players 

who take shallow divots to 

the new, bunker-friendly 

Eye Sole. Two types of 

grooves are intended to 

face and raising the height 

of the muscle in back. 

Those two changes result 

in higher vibration fre-

quency for better feel. But 

the engineers didn’t forget 

about spin. The grooves 

change with lot so the 

wider grooves on the high 

lots make more consistent 

contact with the ball. 

COMMENTS (L) That 

simple notch in back really 

helps the club sit con-

sistently when you open 

it up. (M) Balanced; just 

feels right in your hands. 

Excels in all phases. (H) It’s 

not heavy, but it sounds 

and feels that way so it’s 

smooth through the ball.

FOURTEEN   

RM-22 

PRICE $185 

VERDICT There are plenty 

of subtle elements here 

that are friendly to better 

players. The smaller size, 

thin leading edge and 

plenty of relief in the heel 

portion of the sole—even 

the 41-degree lot option—

give it the shotmaking 

variety that better players 

prefer. But even average 

golfers will like having two 

sole-grind choices on the 

higher lots, particularly 

the more forgiving “wide 

twin” version.   

COMMENTS (L) The lead-

ing edge sits flat. The head 

makes a crisp sound at im-

pact and powers through 

the sand. (M) It was so 

easy to control distance 

and spin. The longer hosel 

almost makes it feel as 

though it rips through the 

turf much easier.

1980Year the first 60-degree wedge  

was used on the PGA Tour, by  

Tom Kite, who won the Vardon Trophy 

for low scoring average in 1981.





Hot List    Equipment

Blade Putters

Where 

technology 

and art meet 
by joel beall

 
ODYSSEY

▶ White Hot RX

performance  

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  
½

 
BETTINARDI

▶ BB Series

performance  

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  

demand  

 
NIKE

▶ Method Origin

performance  
½

innovation  

look / sound / feel  

demand  
½

 
TITLEIST

▶ Scotty Cameron 

Select

performance  

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  
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PING

▶ Cadence TR

performance  
½

innovation  

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  
½

 
ODYSSEY

▶ Works Versa/Tank Cruiser

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  

demand  
½

 
PING

▶ TR1966

performance  

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  

demand  
½
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Hot List    Blade Putters

 
LOW TIDE

▶ Flow

performance  
½

innovation  

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  

performance  

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  

demand  

 
CURE

▶ Classic Series

performance  

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  

demand  

 
EDEL

▶ The Brick

$901

$1,087

$738

$562

The average amount  

spent on equipment  

annually, by handicap.

▶ 21+ 

▶ 16-20 

▶ 11-15 

▶ 0-10

s o u r c e :  g o l f  d a t a t e c h
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Hot List    Blade Putters

 
RIFE

▶ Switchback

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  

demand  

 
NIKE

▶ Method Converge

performance  

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  

 
SEEMORE

▶ Giant FGPt

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  

 
TAYLORMADE

▶ OS/OS CB

performance  

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  
½
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Golfers who plan to purchase 

a new putter within the year.

▶ 2011 

▶ 2012

▶ 2013

▶ 2014 

▶ 2015

41%
24%

29%
39%

30%

s o u r c e :  g o l f  d a t a t e c h





Hot List    Blade Putters

BETTINARDI 

BB SERIES 

PRICE $300 

VERDICT Bettinardi’s clas-

sic, milled-carbon steel 

blades get a makeover for 

2016. New features include 

an obsidian-like finish to 

the head and a stepless, 

brushed-nickel look to the 

shat. A honeycomb face-

milling pattern provides the 

Bettinardi firm feel.  

COMMENTS (L) An instant 

classic in looks. The shat 

contrasts well with the 

head. (M) Incredible feel. 

(H) Precise and elegant. 

Great performance in 

every way.

NIKE 

METHOD ORIGIN

PRICE $300/$370 

VERDICT Sometimes 

improving feel starts on the 

inside. A layer of resin poly-

mer between the clubface 

and back compresses and 

rebounds during impact, 

maintaining feel and per-

formance on mis-hits. The 

grooves extend across the 

face and down to the sole 

for a better roll on impacts 

across the face.  

COMMENTS (L) I like the 

shat. It gives me the sen-

sation I’m in control.  

(M) The milling is clean.  

It has some subtle details, 

like the trim and smaller 

logo, that make it feel like a 

high-end putter.

ODYSSEY 

WHITE HOT RX 

PRICE $160 

VERDICT Odyssey’s new 

face insert has a cushioned 

yet resilient inner core and 

a firm outer layer featur-

ing a rough, oval-textured 

surface that’s designed to 

grab the cover at impact 

for maximum initial roll.  

COMMENTS (L) The ge-

neric look is clean, but the 

money is in the insert. (M) 

A ton of positive feedback. 

A roll machine. (H) Buttery 

sot, but you still feel like it 

has power and control.

ODYSSEY 

WORKS VERSA/ 

TANK CRUISER 

PRICE $180/$250 

VERDICT The most inter-

esting part of this putter is 

how Odyssey fused stain-

less-steel mesh with its 

trademark polymer insert 

to create increased friction 

for a better roll without 

sacrificing feel. The line 

also features an adjustable 

counterbalanced model.  

COMMENTS (L) Every-

thing about this putter 

says control. (M) The way 

it sits at address gave me 

complete confidence I was 

lined up correctly. 

PING  

TR1966

PRICE $163 

VERDICT It has been 50 

years since Karsten Sol-

heim invented the iconic 

Anser. This release main-

tains every aspect of the 

original Anser and Anser2: 

top-rail bevel, toe radius, 

face thickness and grip. 

But there is one difference. 

Grooves etched into the 

face to improve roll con-

sistency make this putter 

more than just a replica.  

COMMENTS (M) Elegant-

looking. Exclusive is the 

best way to describe it. (H) 

The original Ansers had 

a finish that isn’t as well 

done. This is higher quality.

PING 

CADENCE TR

PRICE $170 

VERDICT A lot of golfers 

struggle with missing the 

sweet spot on long putts. 

The grooves—varying in 

size and depth—produce 

consistent ball speed 

across the face. The in-

serts for this putter come 

in two weights: traditional 

for mid-to-fast strokes and 

a heavier insert for those 

with a slower, more con-

trolled tempo.      

COMMENTS (L)  Ping 

does a good job of keep-

ing things simple. (M) The 

feedback gave me confi-

dence. (H) It felt like the 

face helped my misses.

TITLEIST 

SCOTTY CAMERON 

SELECT

PRICE $380 

VERDICT Only Scotty 

Cameron could find a way 

to make a stainless-steel 

insert in a stainless-steel 

body feel even soter. The 

key is a vibration-dampen-

ing membrane behind the 

face. The wraparound look 

to the insert helps maintain 

a clean appearance at 

address. 

COMMENTS (L) What you 

see, hear and feel all match 

up. (M) Sets up well and 

seems to have more pop 

off the face. (H) A crisp re-

lease from the clubface.

CURE 

CLASSIC SERIES 

PRICE $300 

VERDICT With almost 

twice the resistance to 

twisting of your typical 

blade, these oversize and 

weighty blades are de-

signed to eliminate torque 

and minimize face-angle 

variation. In short, the 

design keeps the clubface 

square and stable through 

impact. Its mallet-like 

weight and blade-like con-

trol make it unique.  

COMMENTS (M) Looks 

heavier than it feels. Easy 

to power it through the ball. 

(H) Consistent distance 

control and performance.

EDEL 

THE BRICK 

PRICE $330 

VERDICT The design is 

patterned ater the putter 

Bryson DeChambeau used 

to win the U.S. Amateur. 

Edel’s hollow design sub-

tracts weight from the toe, 

facilitating a smoother, 

easier through-swing. Less 

resistance, Edel believes, 

helps the club return to 

square at impact.  

COMMENTS (L) The de-

sign on the bottom looks 

sporty. (M) It performs bet-

ter than it looks. (H) Any hit 

across any part of the face 

tractor-beamed back to 

the middle of the line.

LOW TIDE 

FLOW 

PRICE $350-$550 

VERDICT There’s noth-

ing off the rack here. You 

choose every aspect, from 

lie angle and lot to the 

metal and finish. (Coastal 

Fog, anyone?) Every putt-

er is precision-milled and 

hand-finished to your exact 

specifications.  

COMMENTS (L) It’s a 

solid, well-made putter. 

All the elements work well 

together. (M)  Less is more 

through the stroke. It talks 

back in a pleasant way. (H) 

The colors are a little loud 

for my taste, but it still pro-

duces a good roll.

SEEMORE 

GIANT FGPT 

PRICE $250 

VERDICT The putter Zach 

Johnson used to win the 

Open Championship at  

St. Andrews gets super-

sized. It’s 2½ times larger 

and uses tungsten heel 

and toe weights for stabil-

ity. The putter has the 

familiar white lines and 

hidden-red-dot system to 

indicate the face is square 

to the target.  

COMMENTS (L) Good 

distance control. (M) The 

center-shat feel is great at 

impact. (H) The first putter 

I’ve tested where every putt 

rolled farther, and I mean 

that as a compliment.

TAYLORMADE 

OS/OS CB 

PRICE $200/$250 

VERDICT Bigger means 

mores forgiveness, but 

this wide, hollow-bodied 

construction is filled with 

foam. This way it’s larger 

size doesn’t get too heavy. 

There’s also a counter-

balanced version, and both 

use a milled-aluminum in-

sert to help soten the feel.  

COMMENTS (L) A familiar 

style, but with more align-

ment aids. That helped a 

ton at address. (M) I’m con-

fident I can roll any length 

up close. (H) Feels like the 

ball jumps off the face and 

immediately starts rolling.

here. You don’t need a lot 

of aids to get it right. (H) 

It has great feel on long 

putts, and it sits so flush to 

the ground. 

NIKE 

METHOD CONVERGE

PRICE $170/$240 

VERDICT Just like the Nike 

Origin, the Converge uses 

resin polymer between the 

face and flange to increase 

forgiveness. Where the 

Converge differs is the face 

insert: It uses the same 

polymer resin instead of 

milled grooves, to soten 

the feel. There’s also a red-

and-black T-shape pattern 

to help with alignment.  

COMMENTS (L) The feel 

is sot and offers good 

feedback. (M) It’s a touch 

too wide for me, but the red 

contrast helped me line up.

RIFE 

SWITCHBACK 

PRICE $235 

VERDICT Adjustable 

weight pads on the heel 

and toe make this a versa-

tile putter, catering to feel-

based swings and those 

seeking more forgiveness. 

Despite the interchange-

able parts, the stainless-

steel body produces 

consistent sound  

and feedback.  

COMMENTS (L) An eye-

catching appearance. (M) 

It’s sturdy at address, and 

you feel that confidence 

Degrees of lot on  

bobby jones’ calamity jane 

putter. Most modern putters  

have 2 to 4 degrees of lot.8
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Hot List    Equipment

 
NIKE

▶ Method Converge

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  

demand  
½

 
ODYSSEY

▶ Works Versa/ 

Tank Cruiser

performance  
½

innovation  

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  

performance  
½

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  

demand  
½

 
ODYSSEY

▶ White Hot RX



Mallet Putters

Pure feel, sweet roll 

—now in extra large  
by joel beall

 
PING

▶ Cadence TR

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  
½

 
TITLEIST

▶ Scotty Cameron 

Futura X7/X7M

performance  

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  

demand  
½
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performance  
½

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  

demand  
½

 
TAYLORMADE

▶ OS/OS CB
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Hot List    Mallet Putters

 
CLEVELAND

▶ TFI Smart Square

performance  

innovation  
½

look / sound / feel  

demand  
½

 
ARESO

▶ Kine-fit Optimus

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  

 
BETTINARDI

▶ Inovai 3.0

performance  

innovation  

look / sound / feel  
½

demand  

Percentage of serious golfers  

who purchase a new putter  

every two to three years.

▶ 0-10 handicap
▶ 11-15 handicap
▶ 16-20 handicap
▶ 21+ handicap

24%21% 18% 16%

s o u r c e :  g o l f  d a t a t e c h
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Finding the 
Perfect Putter

Options abound 
hich club in your bag do you change 

the most? Putter is probably up there. 

That’s understandable. It’s a fickle 

club. Our Hot List panelists have learned 

how to compartmentalize when they tackle 

this tough category. Their advice: The ideal  

putter should be a reflection of your person-

ality. Don’t be seduced by the flat stick that 

makes the most putts. Instead, go with the 

one you believe in.

     Our panelists tend to think more emotion-

ally about putters than they do other club 

categories. Concepts like distance and accu-

racy matter in drivers and irons. In putters, it 

almost always comes down to feel.

     “I like when a putter seems to put you in 

the head of the designer, and you see and feel 

what he wants to convey,” says one veteran 

tester. Says another: “Putters are the ultimate 

confidence club. So I’m going through the 

testing process looking for the putters that 

inspire that confidence. Think Tiger chasing 

his putt at the 2000 PGA.”

   Still, emotions and confidence aren’t ev-

erything. Being properly fit for a putter can 

be just as important as getting fit for a driver. 

With such a variety of options in head style, 

length, lie angle, weighting and adjustabil-

ity, chances are you can find that perfect 

putter.  —kl

W

NIKE 

METHOD CONVERGE 

PRICE $170/$240

VERDICT A resin-polymer 

mid-layer and face insert 

provide a sot feel and reli-

able roll for impacts across 

the face. The counter-

balanced CounterFlex 

option allows weight to be 

adjusted along the length 

of the grip, altering the 

club’s balance point to fit 

your stroke preference.

COMMENTS (L) This sits 

square. Very little vibration 

up the shat. (M) The shape 

looks bulky, but with the 

finish, it’s subtle. (H) Quiet 

and springy off the face. No 

skidding or jumping.

ODYSSEY 

WHITE HOT RX 

PRICE $160

VERDICT The polymer 

face insert combines a sot 

interior (the sotest feel and 

sound in the Odyssey line) 

with a firm outer surface. 

The rough-texture finish 

with oval depressions on 

the face is designed to 

grab the ball for less spin 

and a quicker initial roll.

COMMENTS (L) Off-center 

hits felt like center hits. The 

forgiveness on this one 

really stands out. (M) Great 

feel and solid like a brick,  

in a good way. I could 

sense where the head was 

during the stroke.

ODYSSEY 

WORKS VERSA/ 

TANK CRUISER 

PRICE $180/$250

VERDICT The models in 

this line fuse a steel-mesh 

face with Odyssey’s trade-

mark polymer insert. The 

mesh increases friction 

between the ball and club, 

creating more end-over-

end roll. Just as helpful 

is the expanded menu, 

including new Sabertooth 

and Marxman models. 

Plus, the adjustable Tank 

Cruiser versions let you 

customize how you coun-

terbalance the putter.  

COMMENTS (L) It’s quiet 

yet firm and delivered a 

repeatable stroke. (M) The 

two-tone look helped me 

with alignment.

PING 

CADENCE TR 

PRICE $200/$230

VERDICT These mallets 

offer various weights in 

face inserts or sole plates 

so you can customize the 

club’s tempo and feel. 

Grooves vary in width  

and depth so your misses 

roll like makes.

COMMENTS (L) A putter 

that gives you confidence. 

If you can’t aim this, you 

can’t aim a putter. (M) Very 

stable to swing back and 

through. (H) Perfect mallet 

feel. Not too sot or hard, 

and always in control of 

the head.

TAYLORMADE 

OS/OS CB 

PRICE $220/$250

VERDICT Whether in its 

standard oversize or even 

bigger counterbalanced 

versions, this line’s “bigger 

is better” premise is all 

about an elevated level of 

forgiveness and stability. 

Example: The iconic Spi-

der’s trailing toe and heel 

weights add stability on 

mis-hits and keep the club 

steady through the stroke.

COMMENTS (M) It’s a big 

putter with a sot feel. Not a 

lot of effort required to get 

the ball to the hole. (H) Per-

fect feedback off the face. 

Very understated sound.

TITLEIST 

SCOTTY CAMERON 

FUTURA X7/X7M 

PRICE $380

VERDICT It has the same 

head shape as last year’s 

X5, but the new models 

are 10 percent bigger and 

feature new materials. The 

size creates a larger sweet 

spot, made possible by a 

lighter aluminum face/sole 

piece screwed to the stain-

less-steel frame. A damp-

ening material between the 

two pieces controls sound 

and promotes a sot feel.

COMMENTS (L)  It’s like a 

blade with a lot of help.  

(M) Touchy-feely in a good 

way. It seems to always 

line up square. (H) It talks 

nicely to your hands.

ARESO 

KINE-FIT OPTIMUS 

PRICE $500

VERDICT At first glance 

this might look like a putter 

someone jerry-rigged from 

a set of brass knuckles and 

a blade putter. But don’t 

let the look fool you: The 

weight ring in back—one of 

14 customizable features 

that yield literally a million 

combinations—provides 

what one seeks from a 

mallet: stability and con-

sistency. The grooved face 

plate can be built in an 

array of lots, too.  

COMMENTS (L) Feels 

smart: I like how they took 

a traditional mallet and 

made it feel more contem-

porary. (M) It felt really  

balanced in my hands.

BETTINARDI 

INOVAI 3.0 

PRICE $300

VERDICT This doesn’t look 

like a traditional Bettinardi 

putter, but the brand’s pre-

cision endures. Two pieces 

serve distinct and valu-

able purposes: A milled-

aluminum face provides a 

sot feel at impact, and a 

stainless-steel back weight 

brings the density and 

stability one expects from 

a mallet. The extended 

perimeter weighting of the 

parallel arms ensures a 

consistent stroke and roll.

COMMENTS (L) The lines 

and cut-out help me keep 

the club square. (M) It 

was consistent across the 

entire face. (H) It gets the 

ball rolling easily. Good 

balance and feel.

CLEVELAND  

TFI SMART SQUARE 

PRICE $160-$200

VERDICT We get how 

the lightweight copper-

aluminum face and copo-

lymer insert on these three 

mallet options save weight 

to make a more perimeter-

weighted, forgiving head. 

But what’s new and mean-

ingful is how the copoly-

mer flexes on the faster 

impacts of long putts to 

decrease lot and improve 

distance control. 

COMMENTS (M) The 3-D 

squares on top draw your 

eye right to the center of 

the ball in the center of the 

club. (H) The matte black/

white contrast is easy to 

see. Plus, there’s no energy 

loss at impact.

9Length (in inches) from  

heel to toe of the  

largest mallet putter ever 

submitted to the USGA.  
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Though with all our players, we 

pride ourselves on using athlete 

feedback continuously to make 

products better.”

Life can be cozy in college, 

but golfers often encounter 

less support when they turn 

pro. As various mini-tour 

seasons commence, companies 

experience a spike in players 

seeking whatever they can get. 

“Pursuing a playing career 

is a very broad term,” Raeffele 

says. “At the very least, I always 

asked for a résumé and a six-

month tournament schedule. 

While there are needles in the 

haystack, collegiate pedigree 

is the strongest indicator of 

whether a guy will make it on 

the PGA Tour.” 

Translation: If you weren’t 

an All-American, you’re 

probably not getting an 

incentivized deal. At best,  

you’ll get one free set of clubs 

and some extra wedges. More 

often it’s a discount program  

or a mix, or nothing.

The psychological boost 

can be as valuable as the gear. 

Duncan Littlefield, 27, is one 

of many who gave multiple 
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developmental tours a go before 

finding a real job. He recalls 

the swagger of players with 

matching staff bags and caps: 

“A lot of guys just flat-out lied 

about being sponsored. They’re 

out here trying to be the best 

and trying to get a mental edge 

over other players, and so maybe 

they lie to themselves.”

Giving away shiny toys is 

easy, but it’s not a business plan. 

The pool of golfers talented 

enough to warrant sponsorship 

consideration is quite small, 

but it’s not insignificant. “By 

handing out product free, you’re 

creating not just a no sale, but 

a never sale,” Dunphy says. 

“These kids are never going to 

be your consumer. They’ll be 

trying to bum a dozen balls the 

rest of their lives.”

“It is interesting to consider 

how many golfers you’re taking 

out of the commercial cycle,” 

Raffaele says.

Leigh Bader, the founder of 

the online website 3balls.com, 

thinks companies have become 

more efficient with handouts, 

at least in the retail arena. To 

“play Switzerland,” Bader, a 

PGA Professional, hasn’t been 

on staff with a company for 

two decades. According to him, 

the manner by which goods 

fall off the truck for salesmen 

and fitters is more structured 

with greater accountability 

to budgets. Not that it stops 

the asking. As Bader says, 

“Everyone turns into a 

millennial around a sales rep.” 

Consumers, too. Bader says 

more recreational duffers are 

hip to the idea that free stuff 

is available: “People say, ‘Hey, 

I demoed your club. What can 

you give me, a free hat?’ ” 

Forgive the corporate-

speak, but companies want 

madly to “engage” their most 

passionate customers in our 

digital era. You don’t have to be 

Justin Timberlake or Charles 

Barkley anymore. “Pyramid 

of influence is anachronistic 

to how consumers now make 

decisions,” says Harry Arnett, 

Callaway’s senior vice president 

of marketing. “The days are 

gone of everyday golfers just 

looking at what their club pro 

and favorite tour players are 

using. They’re tapping into a 

vast 3-D network. I talk to lots 

of head pros who are amazed 

by how many consumers walk 

into their shops and know more 

about products and upcoming 

releases than they do.” 

“How big a digital footprint 

must one have to catch the 

attention of a manufacturer? 

That’s a moving target every  

six months,” says Richard 

Audi, the founder and 

president of the equipment 

forum GolfWRX.com. Audi 

has flown with bloggers—

people with normal jobs, 

kids and handicaps—to the 

headquarters of golf companies 

in the San Diego area where 

everyone received a sneak 

preview of the line and a 

custom-fit set. 

“As you become more vocal, 

you get more stuff, and the 

further a company might allow 

you in,” Audi says. “Though 

we’ve had cases where we had 

to suspend members who were 

basically saying, ‘Give me XYZ 

shaft, and I’ll give you a full 

review.’ ”

“There are some paid shills 

out there, but not as many 

as you might think,” Arnett 

says. “Simply, there’s more 

opportunity than ever for a 

consumer to participate in 

the industry, to feel a part of 

the game rather than at the 

bottom of the pyramid. But 

if someone just enters the 

space and starts asking for free 

product, 100 percent of the 

time they will not get it.” Better 

to engage first on Twitter, get 

invited into a company’s online 

community, and then over time 

allow a relationship to develop. 

Perhaps a token headcover or 

hat might be an early gift. 

Of course, any examination 

of the culture of free wouldn’t 

be complete without a look 

inward, at my brethren in 

established media. The range of 

scruples is as varied, I suppose, 

as one might find among any 

industry or group of people. 

(Note: Company policy at  

Golf Digest requires our 

equipment editors to pay for 

any club that stays in the bag 

longer than a brief trial period.)

I’ve witnessed honorable 

refusals as well as some all-time 

goodie-bag moments. Like a 

row of monogrammed bags 

with shrink-wrapped clubs 

waiting on a tarmac to greet 

journalists deplaning from a 

private charter. In their hands, 

gifted tablets loaded with press-

release documents. Or the beat 

writer who, after receiving an 

entire free set at an outing, had 

the gall to ask for a travel case 

so he could check them at the 

airport. All these stories and 

more we save for another time, 

but you get the idea. 

To any kid dreaming of free 

gear, just know this: If you don’t 

make a ton of birds, you better 

be good with words. 

 

Contributing reporting by Ryan 

Herrington and Mike O’Malley.

harry arnett 
c a l l a w ay  s e n i o r  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  m a r k e t i n g

Continued from page 87

‘I talk to lots of head pros 

who are amazed by how many 

consumers walk into their 

shops and know more about 

products and upcoming 

releases than they do.’
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windshield with a shot over the 

house. The insurance guy gave 

me a look when I said I didn’t 

know what had happened—you 

could see dimple prints on 

the glass—but he replaced the 

windshield anyway.

• • •
assisted living. I own an awe-

some-looking “strong” 3-wood, 

but when I use it to go for the 

green in two it acts as though 

I’d asked it to lay up. I now carry 

it only during the off-season, 

because it works much better 

from preferred lies—especially 

if the preferred lies are in tee-

high frozen rough. 

• • •
timeout. The old-school re-

sponse to bad shots—wrapping 

the shaft around a ball washer,  

heaving the bag into a lake— 

fell out of favor years ago;  

the modern approach, as with 

misbehaving children, is to  

disengage. My timeout corner  

is in my office, across from my 

desk. Its current occupant is  

my 8-iron, which (apparently) 

believes that chunking easy  

approach shots is funny,  

especially if the divot flies  

farther than the ball. My 

so-called friends are indeed 

amused—but I am not, and,  

at the moment, my 8-iron isn’t 

either. Timeout will end, provi-

sionally, as soon as we’ve both 

cooled off.

• • •
injured reserve. Two years 

ago, on the night before a 

big golf trip to Scotland and 

Ireland, I decided to re-grip 

all my clubs. When I was do-

ing my driver, I tightened my 

bench vise a tiny bit too much, 

and the shaft cracked. My pro 

didn’t have the right replace-

ment shaft in stock, so I had to 

buy a new driver. Then, when 

we got to Scotland, I discov-

ered that I didn’t like the new 

driver, so I emailed the pro and 

asked him to order a new shaft 

for the old one. By the time  

I got home, I did like the new 

driver—but by then I was too 

late to cancel the shaft. So now 

I have two slightly different 

starting drivers. And that has 

turned out to be a good thing, 

because when the one in my 

bag misbehaves I can remind it 

that I have a backup.

• • •
stanley. My complete set of 

Natural Golf irons—along with 

all the other clubs I never use 

but can’t sell (because no one 

would buy them)—are in Sibe-

ria, the unheated storage space 

above my garage. More desir-

able deaccessioned items I take 

to my golf buddy Stanley, who 

used to work at the post office 

and now, in retirement, runs a 

part-time eBay business. Used 

clubs don’t sell for as much as 

they did during the early days 

of online auctions, but they 

sell for something, and if you 

unload enough of them you can 

build a nice little pile. Which 

you can then spend—duh—on 

new golf clubs. 

Timeout will end, provisionally, as soon  
as we’ve both cooled off. 

he 14-club limit doesn’t apply  
to attics, basements, car trunks 

or garages—and thank goodness  
for that. Like all avid golfers, I own  
more clubs than I can legally carry.  
The extras aren’t necessarily cast- 
offs, though. Mine can be divided  
into several categories, among them:

work release. There are four 

hybrids in my bag. They all 

hit the ball basically the same 

distance, but I carry all four 

because my elbows still ache 

from the last time I tried to hit 

a 3-iron, in 1996. That doesn’t 

mean I’ve abandoned my long 

irons, however. My trusty 

4-iron is still the perfect choice 

for repositioning burning logs 

in a fire pit, removing the re-

mains of a raccoon nest from 

the chimney, and unclogging 

gutters and downspouts. Pro 

tip: Need to prop open an old 

window sash so that you can re-

move the screen? Try a 2-iron.

• • •
taxi squad. I replace my wedg-

es every few years—pointlessly, 

since I’d gain more by regularly 

cleaning their grooves. But I en-

joy buying new clubs, and I now 

own half a dozen second-string 

wedges that are still in first-

string condition. I scatter them 

around the house and grab 

one when I take the dog out 

for a romp in the yard. I used 

to test my match-play nerves 

by lobbing Cayman balls over 

the swing set while my kids 

hung from the monkey bars. 

I never harmed either child, 

but I did once crack my wife’s 

How to Manage  
Your Roster of Golf Clubs

Mixing the old, the new  

and the misbehavers 

BY DAVID OWEN
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