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01524 422146
Fax: 01524 424793

WE NOW OFFER 0% FINANCE ON ANY ORDER OVER £320(Subject to T&C’s)IN STORE • ONLINE • BY PHONE
BOAT FISHING

 EXCALIBUR

BOAT RODS - UK MADE
Possibly the best range of boat rods ever made. These are 
made of advanced materials which offer superb power to 
weight ratio as well as longer life span than other rods.

12-20LB, 7FT 6IN ...... RRP £249.99 .... GP £234.99
20-40LB, 8FT 4IN ...... RRP £269.99 .... GP £241.99
20-50LB, 8FT 4IN ...... RRP £272.50 .... GP £244.99

MXL SINGLE SPEED ORANGE
This is probably our favourite reel in the range.
The MXL single speed offers the user a wider
spool and is ideal for use with mono for larger
species in the UK and Norway. The 1-piece frame
is made from marine-grade aluminium and offers
outstanding drag strength. Cap 360y/20lb mono (8.8:1)
RRP £299.99 ...........GPGP £ £259.99

SXJ LEVER DRAGS
The smallest reels in the Avet range and gorgeous and ideal
for general fi shing in water up to 100ft. Very balanced on 
modern lightweight boat rods and very strong and tough. 
Cap 250y/15lb.
SXJ SINGLE SPEED (5.3:1)  ............................RRP £229.99 ...GP £189.99
SXJ SINGLE SPEED MAG CONTROL (5.3:1) ..RRP £249.99 ...GP £219.99
SXJ 2-SPEED RAPTOR, MAG CONTROL (6.3:1/3.8:1) 
........................................................................RRP £369.99 ...GP £339.99

SX LEVER DRAGS
Made with a 1-piece aluminium frame and gears which last a
long time. The SX range is an ideal all-rounder for fi shing in
the UK. It’s strong enough to deal with anything yet compact
enough to sit balanced on a 12-20lb rod bass fi shing close to
shore. Cap 250y/20lb.
SX SINGLE SPEED MAG CONTROL (5.3:1)  ...RRP £279.99 ...GP £259.99
SX SINGLE SPEED LH MAG CONTROL (5.3:1) RRP £299.99 ..GP £259.99
SX 2-SPEED MAG CONTROL (6.3:1/3.8:1)  .....RRP £339.99 ...GP £309.99
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 UGLY STIX BOAT GX2

Ugly Stix boat rods with such a huge following as being one 
of the toughest rods available, have now been added to with 
these new GX2 boat rods, that will follow tradition and prove 
indestructible with great sensitivity from glass tips, smooth 
progressive actions to cope with mono or ever increasing braid 
work of the modern day boat angler.

12-20LB, 7FT 9IN ...... RRP £49.99 ...... GP £42.50
20-30LB, 7FT 4IN ...... RRP £54.99 ...... GP £44.99
30-50LB, 7FT ............. RRP £59.50 ...... GP £49.99

THETHESE AREARE THE BEST SELLELLERS RS BUT GERRYRRY’S SUPPLY 
ALLALL CENTUNTURY RODS – IF TH THEREERE IS SOMETMETHINHING YOU 
CANCANNOTNOT SEE CALL US FOR AR ADVIDVICE!
EXCALIBUR TT 14FT 10IN ................. RRP £624.95 .........GP GP £546.85
EXCALIBUR J CURVE 13FT 6IN........ RRP £514.50 .........GP GP £450.00
EXCALIBUR C CURVE 13FT 10IN  .... RRP £514.50 .........GP GP £450.00
T1000 14FT 10IN ................................. RRP £624.95 .........GP GP £546.85
E1000 14FT 8IN ................................... RRP £514.50 .........GP GP £450.00
EXCALIBUR SRE  2 RODS 13FT 8IN AND 15IN
13FT 8IN ................................................ RRP £514.50 .........GP GP £450.00
15FT ....................................................... RRP £524.95 .........GP GP £459.00
TIPTIP TORNARNADO
SPORT 13FT 6IN .................................. RRP £434.50 .........GP GP £380.00
SUPERMATCH 13FT 6IN .................... RRP £430.00 .........GP GP £376.00
MATCH 13FT 6IN ................................. RRP £425.00 .........GP GP £372.50
LOW DIAMETER SUPERMATCH 13FT .. RRP £411.50 .........GP GP £359.99
LOW DIAMETER 13FT ........................ RRP £385.00 .........GP GP £337.00
KOMKOMPREPRESSOR
WR300 13FT ......................................... RRP £468.50 .........GP GP £409.99 
SUPER SPORT SS 13FT 10IN............ RRP £434.00 .........GP GP £379.75
SPORT S 13FT 10IN ............................ RRP £425.00 .........GP GP £371.95

SUNSET SOLICA
FREFREE SANDAND SPIKE WITH EVERY RODROD Best sellers! Rated 100-200g, 3-piece. 
Best value for money rod on the market with a choice of 6 models.
.... 14ft Power £99.99 15ft Power £10£109.99 16ft Power £119.99
..............................................14ft Hybrid £10£109.99 15ft Hybrid £119.99
SUNSET KEMICA
FREFREE SANDAND SPIKE WITH EVERY RODROD A great and easy to cast blank with a 
little more grunt in the butt section than the Solica. Rated 100-200g. 3-piece. 4 models 
to choose from.
...............................................14ft Power £12£129.99 15ft Power £139.99
..............................................14ft Hybrid £12£129.99 15ft Hybrid £139.99
SUNSET EOLICA
FREFREE SANDAND SPIKE WITH EVERY RODROD Fitted with Fuji guides and a great tip. 
A real joy to use. 100-200g rating, 3-piece. A nice choice of 4 models to suit anyone.
...............................................14ft Power £14£149.99 15ft Power £159.99
..............................................14ft Hybrid £14£149.99 15ft Hybrid £159.99
SUNSET AURICA
FREFREE SUNSUNSET CRUISER HOLDALLALL WO WORTH £45 WITHITH EVERY ROD
Top of the range ultra slim rod with one of the best tips on the market. Rated 80-250g 
making them very versatile rods. 3-piece with a choice of 4 designs to suit anyone.
...............................................14ft Power £26£269.99 15ft Power £289.99
..............................................14ft Hybrid £28£289.99 15ft Hybrid £299.99
SUNSET MYTICA
FREFREE SUNSUNSET CRUISER HOLDALLALL WO WORTH £45 WITHITH EVERY ROD
Tons of power with a quick recovery. This range is all about distance. Rated 100-250g, 
these 3-piece rods can seriously improve your fishing. 4 models to choose from.
...............................................14ft Power £25£259.99 15ft Power £279.99
..............................................14ft Hybrid £26£269.99 15ft Hybrid £299.99

 NEW RODS FOR 2015   
All Zziplex rods now come with Fuji Alconite guides, shrink tube, coasters + rod bag. All 
professionally finished in house in Zziplex colours Red, White & Blue, but any custom build 
can be accommodated – just call for advice! We can now offer Fuji Titanium Torzite K 
Guides for the customer that wants the best!

GERGERRY’S HAS THE BEST ST STOSTOCKS OF ZZ ZZIPLEX!
ZETEQUE 13FT 9IN MIXED TO ROUGH ............................................£499.99
ZETEQUE 13FT 9IN GT (GLASS TIP) MIXED GROUND .....................£509.99
ZETEQUE TXL 14FT 1IN MIXED TO ROUGH .....................................£519.99
ZETEQUE TXL GT (GLASS TIP) 14FT 2IN MIXED TO ROUGH ...........£519.99
M4GT (GLASS TIP) 13FT 8IN MIXED GROUND ...............................£509.99 
M4 HI FLEX MATCH 13FT 4IN CLEAN & MIXED ..............................£499.99
M4 EVOLUTION 13FT 5IN MIXED TO SEMI ROUGH .........................£499.99
DYMIC LT 14. MIXED GROUND ........................................................£479.99
DYMIC LT 14 EVO MIXED TO SEMI ROUGH .....................................£499.99
DYMIC HST EVO 13FT 6IN HIGH SPEED TIP MIX TO ROUGH ..........£499.99
DYMIC LT 14 BULLET (GLASS TIP) MIX TO ROUGH ........................£479.99
HSM 13FT 6IN CAST 4-7OZ. CLEAN TO MIXED ..............................£499.99
BULLET GT (GLASS TIP) 13FT MIXED TO SEMI ROUGH .................£449.99
PRIMO SYNCHRO 13FT 2IN MIXED TO SEMI ROUGH .....................£439.99
PRIMO HI FLEX 13FT 2IN MIXED TO SEMI ROUGH .........................£459.99
M427 14FT 4IN ROUGH GROUND ....................................................£499.99
M427 HIFLEX 14FT 4IN ROUGH GROUND .......................................£499.99
PROFILE GT (GLASS TIP) 13FT 9IN CLEAN GROUND ......................£429.99 
PROFILE EVO 13FT 8IN CAST 6OZ CLEAN TO MIXED .....................£419.99
50X50 13FT 4IN CLEAN TO MIXED .................................................£399.99
POWERTEX BASS, 12FT 8IN ...........................................................£329.99
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NEW LOW 
PRICES

Amazing power and bite detection, this is the future! All 3-piece, all 
with Fuji lo-rider rings, brilliant with braid or mono! Fix or Multi.

GERRYS HIGHLY RECOECOMMEMMENDS THESE RO RODS!

SPYRA AMARELLA 14FT – ALL ROUNDER EASY CAST (3-7OZ)  
RRP £249.99  ....................................... GP GP £199.99 
SPYRA AZZURRA 14FT – SAME POWER AS THE FIAMMA BUT WITH 
A SOFTER TIP, (MATCHMAN’S DREAM) (3-7OZ)
................................................................ RRP £329.99  .........GP GP £299.99
SPYRA FIAMMA 14FT – DISTANCE NO PROBLEMS, FITTED WITH A 
STIFFER TIP, MIXED TO ROUGHER GROUND (3-7OZ)
................................................................ RRP £369.99  .........GP GP £329.99
SPYRA ALBA 14FT – FLAGSHIP MODEL NOT CHEAP BUT DOES 
JUST ABOUT EVERYTHING ASKED OF IT, WEIGHS IN AT ONLY 
475GMS WITH BAGS OF BUTT POWER (3-7OZ)
................................................................ RRP £439.99  .........GP GP £399.99
NEWNEW LOMBARDA 14FT – NEW HYBRID TIP THAT GIVES GREAT 
BITE DETECTION, CAST 3-7OZ  ...... RRP £399.99  .........GP GP £269.99

NEW FOR 2015 
+ 3-YEAR WARRANTY!
Made from a one-piece fully 
machined aluminium frame 
with 4 ABEC-5-rated EZO Japanese 
ball bearings.
M-55 SINGLE SPEED - Cap 430y/15lb mono
(6.4:1) ......... RRP £239.99 ... GP £17179.99
M-12 SINGLE SPEED - Cap 510y/20lb mono
(6.4:1) ......... RRP £299.99 ... GP £23239.99
M-12 2-SPEED - Cap 510y/20lb mono
(4.7:1/2.7:1)  RRP £299.99 ... GP £23239.99

se 
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  METALOID 
LEVER DRAGS

 ELIMINATOR

ELIMINATOR T800 SGT
It produces a fl uid, through casting action, that hits big distances either 
using a pendulum or an off the ground cast. This rod achieved  in excess 
of 250 yards during testing. Also suited to a overhead thump, where the 
tip recovers very quickly.
13FT 6IN (3-7oz).....RRP £499.99.....GP £465 FINANCE AE AVAILABLE

ELIMINATOR T900 SGT
These rods are beasts, designed for mixed to rough ground, where 
weed and rocky snags are a factor. In testing they have fought and 
tamed halibut, big cod and double fi gure rays. In the right hands, this rod 
will put a big bait, a long way.The greatest advancement is in the bite 
detection, it’s hard to believe a rod this powerful can pick up even the 
slightest of bites at range.
14FT 4IN........RRP £529.99.........GP GP £49£498.99 FINANCANCE AVAILABLE

NEW IN!

TEKLON CONCEPT LURE RODS
The Concept lure rods have been around for a few years and 
offer superb value for money. Fitted with quality fi ttings and a 
crisp action these rods wont let you down.

602LL, 6FT 3-12G..........RRP £99.99......GP GP £79.99
702ML, 7FT 10-25G.......RRP £99.99......GP GP £79.99
832M, 8FT 3IN 15-50G..RRP £119.99...GP GP £99.99
902L, 9FT 7-28G............RRP £119.99...GP GP £99.99

TEKLON

 SURFBLASTER REELS

Extra long spool with super slow 
oscillation and amazing line lay 
this reel is set to be a long casting 
sensation. A spare braid spool 
allowing you to fi ll up with braid 
without the hassle of having to 
guess the amount of backing 
you need ! Also a great spool for 
lighter line fi shing.

7000.........1 mono spool Capacity 415yds 0.35mm/15lb 
mono/ 1 x braid spool (230m/0.18mm.................£79.99

1 X DEEP SPOOL & 1 X SHALLOW BRAID SPOOL
7 + 1 BALL BEARINGS
RATIO 4.1:1

8000..........Capacity main spool 340m x 0.40mm - braid 
spool 300m x0.18mm..........................................£84.99
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FOR ALL YOUR TACKLE NEEDS VISIT
WWW.GERRYSFISHING.COM

VISIT GERRY’S SPECIALIST LURE SITE: 
WWW.GERRYSLUREFISHINGTACKLE.CO.UK

FREE DELIVERY ON 
ORDERS OVER £75

Please call us on 01524 422146

GET 0% FINANCE at Gerry’s Fishing

0% finance on orrdeers over ££320
Finance is available to any customer in the UK and is subject to a credit application.

AAPPLYY OVER THE PHONEE ORR IN STORE OOR ONLINE

RODS & REELS

FFUGII GUIDES • SSLLIM DIAMMETER
NNYLOON SENSITIVVE TIP
14FT 9IN........50-150G......£3399.99
14FT 9IN......100-200G......£4449.99

ARTICO SILENTE 6016 SURF

MADE IN ITALY

POWERFUL CRRANKINGG REEL
1 X DEEP AALII MONO SPOOL

11 X SSHALLOW AALII BRAID SPOOL
8 + 1 BEAARINGS

CAAP 350 YDSS/14LB

RRP £99.99
GP ££89.99

YUKI GRAFITE FIXED SPOOL LOMAX SPINNING REELSSQUALL BOAT REELS

15 LEVEL WIND - Cap 320y/15lb mono
RRP £99.99.......................GPP £74.99
20 LEVEL WIND - Cap 415y/17lb mono
RRP £104.99.....................GPP £76.99
20 LEVEL WIND LH - Cap 415y/17lb mono
RRP £104.99.....................GPP £76.99
30 LEVEL WIND - Cap 455y/25lb mono
RRP £114.99.....................GPP £84.99
30 LEVEL WIND LH - Cap 455y/25lb mono
RRP £114.99.....................GPP £84.99

CCAARBONNN DRRAG
WWAASHEERRS,
BBRRONZEEE MAAIN
GGEEARS,,
44.9:1 RRAATIOO
++ MUCHHH
MMORE

PPOOWER DRRAAG
AALII SPOOLL & BOODY
WWEELL BALLAANCEDD
RRAATIO 5:1
2004FD CAP 
155M/0.235MM
RRP £74.99
GGP £69.99
4004FD CAP
195M/0.285MM
RRP £79.99
GGP £74.99

A state-of-the-art series of three-piece fishing rods dedicated to surfcasting. The rods are manufactured by Artico in its factory in Pordenone, Italy, using
unidirectional composite carbon, differentiated in form and orientation, and Ferrari V.AR.AM. This creates a blank that is invredibly light, well balanced but with a
large reserve of power with quick action. Complete with a nylon tip to offer outstanding bite registration. There aren’t many rods available that come near to this.

New for 2015. A great rod for anglers who want to get into Continental-type fishing but don’t want to break the bank. Don’t be put off by the price, this rod is
fitted with modern low-rider guides, perfect for when using lighter lines or braid. This rod is more than capable of throwing baits impressive distances, also
fitted with a hybrid tip to maximise bite detection.

33 PIEECE • BALANNCCED BLANK
1100--200G • FREEE SAND SPIKE!
14FT...............RRP £74.99...............GPP £69.99
15FT...............RRP £84.99...............GPP £79.99

ARENA SURF RODS

SLEAK AANDD POWERFUUL BLANK
FUJI FITTINGS

MMORE POWERFUL THAAN PREVIOUSS MODELS

14FT 3PC...100-200G....RRP £299.99....GPP £289.99

SPYRA NERO POWER+ SURF ROD

This rod has been added to the range as a new power model with a bit more in the mid and butt sections than the other rods to stand 
up to the slightly larger leads and bigger tides. It is still fitted with a sensitive tip to ensure impressive bite detection is retained.

6-12LB.......................................£449.99
12-20LB.................................... £449.99
20-30LB.....................................£554.99
30-5LB.......................................£559.99

VENGEANCE SLIM BOAT ULTRA--LIGHTWEIGHT BLANKS • QQUALITY FITTINGS • LENNGTH 7FT 6IN

With blanks that are pencil thin and feather-light, Vengeance Slim makes fishing for long periods much more enjoyable. All models are available in a convenient
two-piece construction which combines perfectly with the actions and lenghts required for coastal trolling and range from 6-12lb, 12-20lb, 20-30lb and 30lb.

TEKLON ROYAL LURE RODS

702 7FT 8-30G....RRP £169.99...GP £119.99
802 8FT 10-50G..RRP £179.99...GP £139.99
902 9FT 15-60G..RRP £199.99...GP £169.99

BALLANCED• LIGHTWWEIGGHT BLANK • 2-PC
The 702 offers a soft yet responsive action, ideal for the use of soft lure and targeting wrasse, pollack & bass close in.
The 802 is the all-rounder of the range and can cope with a host of uses, including popping lures for bass, bouncing softbaits for wrasse & bass,
and when needed can cast a distance.
The 902 is the big brother of the range and is ideally suited to larger lures, distance fishing and popping for hard-fighting bass. It can also be quite
useful stopping big pollack diving back into the kelp.
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EDITOR’S
Log on to the TSF website, www.
totalseamagazine.com, for the chance to
win some great prizes in our free-to-enter 
weekly competitions. Here’s what’s on
offer, and when…

August 14th to August 20th
Cox & Rawle Powerfast Bait
Holder Hooks

August 21st to August 27th
Sidewinder Super Shads

August 28th to September 3rd
Tronixpro High-Powered Sensor
Headlight

September 4th to September
10th
Tronixpro Max Packs

ON THE
WEB

SEPTEMBER 2015

WELCOME

WIN EVEN
MORE GOODIES

PLUS we’re on Twitter too!

@TotalSea

19,107 likes

FIND US ON…

Join the ‘Total Sea Fishing’ Facebook page. Each
month we will give away prizes, you can post
your catch reports for all to see, and you can
also make friends and chat away with 19,107
other fans worldwide.

Cod, cod, and more cod – there’s certainly
been no shortage of them on the boats
that I’ve been out on. It seems churlish to
grumble, and I did have this pointed out to
me when I had a bit of moan about every
outing turning into a cod trip.

Thinking back to the same time last year,
cod were nowhere near as numerous, and
those that were landed required a bit of guile
on the part of the angler.

That hasn’t been the case recently, and it
seemed that as long as you got something
that vaguely looked like food into the zone, it
would be pounced on very quickly.

My main hope is that the Þsh that have
been showing, and which are feeding very
hard, aren’t thinned out too much by boat
anglers, and that plenty are left to return
to the shores in the winter. If they do, they
will be fat, heavy Þsh, with numbers of
double-Þgure cod to beach anglers being real
possibilities.

Away from the boats I’ve been doing a bit
of lure Þshing for bass. As you might expect
it’s been a bit hit and miss, but I have picked
up one or two. I’ve not had anything of any
size as yet, but even the schoolies pull a bit
on a light lure rod. It’s an enjoyable way of
Þshing.

An attempt with the ßy rod wasn’t so
successful, mainly because my backing line
has reverted to watch-spring coils and needs
a darned good stretching if I’m going to get
any sort of distance on my casts.

My ßy rod has a lot more power than
the lure rod that I’ve been using, but it’s
a case of needs must to get a decent line
out. On the face of it, it might seem a bit
overgunned for some of the Þsh I’m likely to
catch, but I do know that when using similar
gear I’ve had plenty of entertainment from
reservoir rainbow trout, and I’m pretty sure
that bass of a similar size will be even more
impressive.

In other news, the man behind successful
tackle giant Veals Mail Order – Dave Box –
has retired.

Dave joined Veals back in 1985, and
seven years later helped set up Veals Mail
Order, which was one of the Þrst dedicated
mail-order Þshing Þrms, and, along with
Bennetts of ShefÞeld, had one of the UK’s
Þrst websites selling Þshing gear.

Under Dave’s guidance Veals also
pioneered the import of overseas brands
such as super braids from the USA, soft
jellyeels and specialist lure gear from Japan.

A real gent, and always enthusiastic about
all things angling, Dave has handed over
the reins to Harry Brake, the 25-year-old
grandson of the late Mike Salisbury, the one-
time owner of S Veals & Sons.

Now, though, as he retires, Dave is
relishing the prospect of Þnding more time to
go Þshing.

New managing director Harry, who started
at the company almost 10 years ago, is
delighted to be heading up the family Þrm,
which was not only started by his grandfather
but also counts his mum and his uncle as
key players.

A keen sea angler, with a string of
impressive catches to his name, Harry said:
“I’ve been fortunate to have been here since
I was 16 and been able to watch everything
as it has happened, seeing how the company
has grown and giving me ideas about how to
continue that growth.

“Veals has a great reputation for good
service and that will remain our highest
priority. Most of the staff have been here for
at least 15 years and are also keen anglers.
This is important because I believe that you
have to be out there doing it in order to be
able to talk about it with customers.”

It’s nice to see that Veals Mail Order
remains in good hands, with people who
enjoy their Þshing as much as we do.

Tight lines.

Paul Dennis, Editor

Veals’ Dave Box (left) is handing over theVeals Mail Order reins to Harry Brake.
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BRITAIN’S

BIGGEST
BOATING FESTIVAL
11-20 SEPTEMBER 2015

BUY NOW & SAVE!£15*

ADVANCE TICKETS FROM JUST

15 YEARS AND UNDER GO FREE†

FOR TICKETS AND INFORMATION VISIT:

SOUTHAMPTONBOATSHOW.COM
Brought to you by: Our proud sponsors and partners: Follow/like us at LoveBoatShows:

*Offer ends 10 September and excludes public preview day. A £1.95 transaction fee applies per transaction not per ticket. 
†Terms and conditions apply. See southamptonboatshow.com for details. All details correct at time of going to press. E&OE.
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OUT NEW
GROUND
Steve Neely explains how to source new marks in 
unfamiliar territory.

Moving location
always throws
up challenges in
terms of settling

into a different house, getting
accustomed to strange
surroundings and taking up
a new job, but, if you’re an
angler, it has further and
possibly more important
repercussions… a completely
unfamiliar set of fishing
marks to discover!

This was the position
I found myself in when I
moved to Alderney back
in April, and at first I was
hugely optimistic about
finding new marks and
venues to fish.

However, you soon come
to realise that all your fishing
in the past has been backed

up by years of exploring,
hiking and putting in the
hours, resulting in a detailed
knowledge of the hotspots
and tides. So changing
location is like someone
hitting the reset button.

Granted, I haven’t had as
many opportunities to spend
time out and about exploring
as I would have liked, but the
other week, sitting on top of
the stunning cliffs that tower
over the south of the island,
I was thinking about the
best ways to approach the
challenges that lie ahead.

Back To Basics
The world has gone
technology mad, especially
when it comes to navigation
devices, satellite imagery

and aerial photography
– and while these come
in extremely handy for
identifying gulleys and reefs,
I like to start off with the
basics… a simple map.

As elementary as this
sounds, a standard Ordnance
Survey map is one of the
most critical tools for
scouting out new places
to fish – not only will it show
access roads, tracks and
lanes, but will also give you
a quick but comprehensive
overview of the terrain.

Bays, cliffs, headlands
and beaches can be easily
identified, helping you to
single out general areas
that can be explored more
thoroughly. Good maps
will also show the high and

Scouting out new marks 
can be challenging, but
the rewards are worth it.

The Þrst casts on a
new mark are Þlled
with anticipation.

P008-012_TSF_09_Scouting New Ground.indd 1 23/07/2015 13:34



SHOREFINDING NEW MARKS

Total Sea Fishing 09

low tide zones, which will
provide an indication of the
type of ground there, such
as shallow boulder bays or
deeper rock marks etc.

Consequently, not long
after arriving on Alderney, I
got hold of a map, grabbed
a pencil and circled a few
likely areas that I wanted
to investigate further. I
picked out a variety of spots,
ranging from large, sandy
beaches and secluded bays
to small headlands and a few
cliff marks. Admittedly, until
you can get out of the door
and take a closer look at
them, these can well turn out
to be a waste of time… but
you have to start somewhere.

Preparing For The First
Steps
All anglers should be aware
of how important the tides
are, but when venturing out
over new ground it’s vital to

be well informed of the
tide times and heights,

so either look these up
online or get hold of a copy
of the tide tables from your
local tackle shop or marine
store. I usually take a look
at my selected marks at low
water as this will give me an
indication of what ground I
could potentially be fishing
over as the tide floods.

Low water is the best time
to identify key structure
like reefs, holes, gulleys or
sandbanks, which the bass
will use to their advantage
when on the hunt. In
addition, it’s also important
to view the same marks
halfway up the tide and then
at full. This will show you
how the ground changes as
the water advances and will
highlight any areas that you
may get stuck on.

During your time scouting
out a mark, you’ll begin
to notice small details like
current lines, areas of swell
or back eddies, all of which
can be used to create a better

After the hard work
it’s time to wet a line.
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understanding of the terrain
around you.

Before heading out the
door I always ensure that I
have a pair of robust walking
boots (sometimes fitted with
metal studs) with
me, along with
some food/water
and a camera.
The camera will
become your best
friend for scouting
out spots!

I know in the
past that I’ve
looked

at some areas and thought:
“Wow, that gulley looks
bassy!” Then I’ve returned
several hours later to find
the area completely covered
and, needless to say, couldn’t

locate it. I’ve learnt my
lesson, so now I wait
until the big spring
low tides to go out
and photograph all
my marks – this then
provides me with a
reference image that

I can study at home in
order to enhance my

knowledge.

Log It!
Another thing that I began
to do once I’d gained a bit
of insight into the marks
and put the rod hours in
was to keep a logbook. In
this I record the date, moon
phase, tide state, location,
what I caught and any other
relevant observations.

At first, nothing will tie
or link up; it will simply be
a long list of entries with
no rhyme nor reason to
them, but, in time, you’ll
be able to pick out trends
and patterns. When I used
to fish the south coast of
Ireland, I began to spot

trends on certain
marks that

produced

bigger fish on a certain phase
of the moon, or others that
worked better on the smaller
tides etc. On one mark I even
caught the same fish (which
was recognisable due to
some distinguishing scars)
behind the same rock, on
the same tide state, but three
months apart – freaky!

In the past I’ve slipped into
the habit of thinking that
you can remember it all, but,
believe me, for the sake of
a few scribbles on a page,
you’ll be surprised at what
can be learnt from it in time.

It Isn’t Always Smooth
Sailing
Like all outdoor activities,
the weather always gets in
the way, and for some reason
when I’m sitting at work,
the wind drops and the sun
comes out, yet on my days
off I’m faced with howling

What a result!
Steve’s dad 
nails a bass on
his Þrst cast!

A ßy angler wading in
the shallows – that’s
a bit of a clue!
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winds and driving rain –
typical!

As anglers, the weather is
perhaps one of our biggest
enemies – if it doesn’t stop
you accessing a mark,
it will make sure that it
churns up enough weed
and sediment to make it
unfishable for days. This
was the predicament I found
myself in when I initially
moved over to Alderney.
Poor weather really curtailed
my plans, and, with a busy
work schedule, free time
was somewhat limited, but,
despite not having a fishing
rod in my hand, I still got out
and walked around the entire
island.

In fact, I would go as far
to say that I learnt more by
leaving the rod at home than
I would have by taking it
with me, because it would
have otherwise proved a

distraction from my intended
task. Of course, I wouldn’t
know if the areas I had
chosen would be successful
or not until the weather
settled and I did go out, rod
in hand, but I came back
to the house feeling a little

more confident about my
new surroundings. If nothing
else, I was at least able to
participate in conversations
with the locals as I now knew
where ‘x’ or ‘y’ was and, as we
all know… local knowledge
is key!

The Research Pays Off!
After spending hours
photographing, researching
and talking to my work
colleagues, I finally got a
break in the weather and
a plan was made to go and
chuck some plugs. I headed
out just as the light was
waning, with the mist rolling
in and the tide dropping – it
looked perfect!

I was armed with
numerous shallow-diving
plugs like the IMA Komomo
II, Tackle House Feed
Shallow and Illex Jockie. I
began to wade out onto a
reef that was just showing as
the tide stripped out and as
I climbed up onto the rock, I
could see the current flowing
hard, and I cast ‘upstream’.

On the third or fourth
attempt I felt the telltale
whack of a bass slashing at
the plug and my adrenaline

Sticking with tried-and-tested 
lures that you know will work
is a good way to start.
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was high as I recast. A few
casts later, the rod tip took a
knock and then arched over
– I hooked up on my first
Alderney bass.

It wasn’t a big fish but the
research had paid off. I’d
watched this reef many times
before and observed how the
tide affected it and which
way the current flowed etc.
It looked fishy, and on this
occasion it worked!

I took a few snaps as I was
on my own and slipped the
small bar of silver back to
fight another day.

A few nights later I tried
the same thing again, except
this time my father was with
me – so no pressure! We
headed out near to where I’d
been previously and, before
I even got onto the rock I
was aiming for, my dad had
nailed a schoolie bass – he
was chuffed! Again, it wasn’t
a big fish but the time and
effort had paid off and was
starting to produce results.

From what I’ve been told
since, it requires nice big
springs for the mark to really
start firing, so it will be
interesting to see how it goes
when I get the tides right!

It’s Only A Matter Of
Time, But For Now…
For those who have never
been to Alderney, its waters
are just full of wrasse, and
it wasn’t long before I met
my match with a 5lb-plus
ballan looking to smash me
up into the nearest reef. I
was out on a reef fishing into
current with bass in mind – I

was fishing a 16g weedless
jighead and a 4.8in Illex I
Shad Tail, which I was slowly
bumping down the current
waiting, hopefully, for a
hungry bass. Needless to say,
the bass didn’t show up, but
in that short session I had
half a dozen wrasse all well
over the 3lb mark, which,
in a big, strong current
certainly gave good accounts
of themselves.

Hopefully it will be a
different story by the time
this hits the shelves, but,
as I write this, the baitfish
still haven’t come inshore
in any great numbers and,
as a result, the bass are
only beginning to show up
sporadically. I’ve started to

see sandeels stack up in
the shallow bays and a few
mackerel are being caught,
although the gannets are
still quite far offshore.
Hopefully, as the weather
settles and the water warms
up, the baitfish will come
inshore and then the party
will really start as the whole
food chain will be kicked
into gear.

This is when I want to
be spending as much time
as possible with a line in
the water, capitalising on
the feeding frenzies – then
I’ll be glad that I spent the
‘quiet’ time scouting and
researching my marks. Bear
in mind, too, that winter is
also a great time to do this

because the pressure to go
out and catch fish is much
reduced as the weather often
prevents most of us from lure
fishing for bass.

Small Victories
At first I was totally
overwhelmed and felt a bit
lost with the enormity of
the task ahead of me, but I
soon realised that piling on
the pressure wasn’t going to
help and I learnt to take the
smallest pieces of knowledge,
and when pieced together
they will all pave the way
for what will, hopefully, be a
killer season.

That first little schoolie
bass that I landed on my
own could have easily been
a six-pounder and I would’ve
been just as pumped up and
enthusiastic because it’s
proof that with time, care
and planning you can tackle
unfamiliar locations by using
simple strategies and logic.

Find structure, apply tide
and food and the bass won’t
be far behind – the rest is
down to your own drive and
motivation to get out the
door and go scouting for
your own marks. Once you
do, catching a fish based on
your own observations and
decisions will be all the more
special.

h h f

A Þrst Alderney bass
for Steve shows that
he’s on the right track.

Working from a map will
help you Þnd marks like
this to explore.
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Can be used in a few different 
techniques, from sliding, walk 
the dog, V-waking and darting 
underwater. Available in three 
sizes, the Asturie will Þ t the 
needs of the angler at any Þ shing 
spot.

PATCHINKO II

Weight: 27g • Length: 140mm
Action: Walk the Dog
Slight twitches of the wrist on the 
retrieve will bring this lure to life. 
Two different size ball bearings 
give it a great sound for bringing 
Þ sh up from the depths.

FROSTY II

Weight: 16g • Length: 125mm
Action: Surface / Walk the Dog
Comes with standard T-shaped 
middle trebles for even better 
hook-ups. Many anglers are 
switching to the Frosty on calm, 
ß at days.

PATCHINKO 100
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family, the Patchinko 100, comes 
into its own.

BAD BOY

Weight: 39g • Length: 110mm
Action: Surface wobble, stop 
and sink
A revolution in surface plugs... it 
sinks backwards! The best way 
to work it is with slow then fast 
spins of the handle.
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Matt Crowe shows how sessions close to home can be very rewarding…

SHORE RAY SESSION

We all love to
catch fish
from our local
beaches. You

can travel miles out of your
own county to catch certain
species, but putting the time
in on a beach close to home
and catching your targets
even when they’re not very
prolific can be a lot more
rewarding.

I’m from Suffolk on the
east coast of the UK and
thornback ray fishing on the
Suffolk beaches isn’t exactly
easy. We have a couple of
beaches where they come in

close, but even then fishing
for them can be a very time-
consuming business. On the
most perfect of days where
everything looks right, you
can sit watching motionless
rod tips for hours on end,
wondering if they’re actually
still there or if they’ve moved
offshore and that you’re
flogging a dead horse.

One of these beaches
on the Suffolk coast is a
place called Shingle Street.
As the name suggests, it’s
a largely shingle beach
situated between Bawdsey
and Aldeburgh. Starting at

the mouth of the River Alde,
Shingle Street sweeps round
in a bay, and the further you
walk, the deeper the water
you encounter, while the sea
bed changes from a sandy
mixed ground to a sticky
clay, which holds the codling
in the winter.

After studying the
weather and tides, I opted
for an early morning raid
on the beach. With a high
tide at 3:30am and the
wind blowing a virtually
nonexistent northerly,
everything was starting to
look perfect. Shingle Street

is predominantly an ebb-tide
venue, so the plan was made
to get there at 2am and be
fishing by 2:30am, so we
would get over the top of the
flood and down the other
side all the way down the
ebb.

A few messages were
sent to friends, and nearly
all replied the same way,
suggesting that I must be
mad to go out at that time
of the day. Maybe I was,
but when all the factors
are pointing towards what
should be perfect conditions,
I wasn’t too worried about

Local Rules
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Waiting for a bite
– sometimes it’s

no hardship!

SHORERAY SESSION

missing out on some sleep.
A handful of the hard-core
members of my fishing circle
agreed to come, and the
plans were put in place. A
quick phone call was made
and I soon had 20 prime
fresh peelers residing in
the fridge, and a quick visit
to Breakaway Tackle in
Ipswich had me stocked up
with excellent frozen squid,
sandeel and bluey baits, so all
bases were covered.

My alarm sounded at
midnight on the Sunday
morning and I was soon
headed to my mate Pete

Brock’s house. On the way
to the beach, conversation
quickly changed to fishing
chatter. Would we see a ray?
Were the conditions going to
stay as perfect as predicted?
Only time would tell, but one
thing was for certain: even
if we didn’t catch we would
have a good laugh trying.

Pete and I arrived a bit
earlier than the others, so
we took a quick wander over
to where we could see some
headtorches shining directly
opposite the car park. After
a chat with the lads wearing
them it became clear that

they hadn’t caught or even
seen any rays caught. I
wasn’t too bothered, though,
because they’d only fished the
flood and we knew that the
ebb was when they normally
show.

We wandered back to the
van and quickly got our gear
out. By now Rick Bennett
had turned up, and as soon
as we were all ready we made
the walk down into the bay
across the shingle.

A couple of lads were
fishing a little way down
and after a quick chat with
them we discovered that they

hadn’t seen any rays either;
only dogs and whiting. We
walked another couple of
minutes further on past them
and set up camp.

The weather was so good
that there was no need for a
shelter, so my tripod was set
up and the Zziplex Profile GT
rods put together, paired up
with Daiwa 7ht super-tuned
reels. I find these rods perfect
for ray fishing. They’re not
too stiff so that you lose all
the fun of the fight, but they
have enough power to get
bonus fish like hounds into
the beach.
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I opted for pulley dropper
rigs on both rods with a
70lb rig body to a 25lb clear
Amnesia hook snood and a
single Sakuma Manta Extra
3/0 hook on the business end.

I prefer single hooks for
my ray fishing over a Pennel
setup, mainly because I think
that sometimes a ray can feel
the top hook if it settles on
the bait and this can put it
off. Also, it’s possible for the
top hook of a Pennel rig to
dig itself into the long snout
of a ray, causing unnecessary
damage.

My first rod was baited up
with a whole fresh peeler
crab and sent out
a fair way with
a nice off-
the-ground
cast, then the
second rod was
baited up with
a fillet of fresh
bluey

and this was dropped in
close with a simple overhead
thump.

With both rods out I sat
back and relaxed. The tide
was slack now, so there
was no run to contend
with, and the weather
was staying exactly as
predicted; there was
a slight chill in the air

but as soon as I
looked at the sky

I completely
forgot

about it. There’s hardly any
light pollution at Shingle
Street, so on a night like this
I could see the Milky Way
in all its glory, crystal clear
and stretching across the
sky. What an awesome sight
it was.

After 10 minutes I decided
to go for a wander down the
line to have a chat with the
lads. Nobody had seen a bite
yet, but with us all using

different rigs and baits at
varying distances, the
odds were stacked in our

favour. I wandered further
down to see my pal Shaun
and chatted with him for
roughly 10 minutes, then
left him joking that I’d better
get back to my rods as they
might be sliding down the
beach.

d hi d d i h ’ h dlb i Th
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Rick Bennett 
waits for a bite.

A smoothhound pup is a
welcome visitor for Matt.

Peeler crab loaded
and ready to go.

A nice female thornback ray for 
Matt, just as dawn is breaking.
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As I wandered back to
my rods I could see that the
distance rod that was baited
with crab was standing bolt
upright and the line had gone
far left over the close-in rod.
This could mean only one
thing: something half-decent
had picked up the bait and
had gone wandering about
with it in its mouth!

I picked up the rod and
quickly wound down the
slack until I could feel the
weight and lifted into it. For
a split second I thought I
was snagged, but then the
unmistakeable pull back
from a ray signalled that
it was hooked. I slowly
pumped the fish closer to
the shore; it was putting
up a half-decent fight and
wasn’t coming in quietly
at all. With the thought at
the back of my mind that I
didn’t want to lose this fish,
I wasn’t going to bully it in

and I could feel every lunge
and attempt at escape. After
a couple of minutes I saw the
unmistakeable eyes of a ray
looking at me through the
surf. I made the ray ride the
next big wave that broke and
Pete quickly grabbed him, a
stunning little male.

Yes! At last! To say
that I was happy that I’d
accomplished my mission
was an understatement,
but to do it on the first
cast as well was even
better. I quickly unhooked,
photographed and returned
him to his home, watching
him swim away slowly.

Feeling pretty chuffed, I
rebaited both rods and sent
them back out again, one at
distance and one close in.

By now the tide had really
started to bang through,
running from right to left at
a rate of knots. A faint glow
was appearing in the sky as
the sun started to rise in the
east. With no clouds in the
sky we could see the sunrise
in all its glory. As it slowly
broke over the horizon I
could feel the warmth of this
fresh new day on my cheeks.
What a beautiful sight it was.
It’s things like this that make
these early starts even more
worth it.

While standing there
admiring the sunrise and
chatting to my mate James,
we both saw my close-in rod
pull down slightly, which it
then proceeded to do another
couple of times before I
lifted the rod off the rest and
wound into it.

I could tell that this wasn’t

There’s no shortage of bait!

Peeler crab is the
best bait on this trip.
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a ray straightaway, but it still
had a little bit of weight to
it. The crab snaffler quickly
showed himself to be a small
smoothhound pup, which
obviously had a liking for the
crab judging by the way he’d
wolfed it down.

I rebaited both rods again
with fresh crab and sent
them to the same places
as before. Feeling content
I laid back on the shingle
and took a sip of my drink,
and as I enjoyed the new
morning’s sun I felt chuffed
that I’d caught my ray from
a local beach, with the little

smoothie being a lovely
bonus.

The others had caught a
few whiting and a smoothie
pup between them, but no
more rays had shown.

The tide was three hours
down by now, so it was
looking less likely that
another one would appear.
Then, as if out of nowhere,
my close-in rod sprang up
straight and then started to
move up and down slightly,
demonstrating that a fish
had hooked itself. I picked
up the rod and took up the
slack on the reel; a nice little

bend in the glass tip of the
profile GT showed that the
fish was on and the solid
pulls against the rod felt
like another thornback was
hooked.

After a short tussle
and Pete suffering a
soggy boot, a beautiful
little female ray was on
the shingle. I unhooked
and photographed her
and gently released her,
watching as she quickly
vanished back into the
depths, hopefully to grow
a lot bigger and one day
produce a few more of these

stunning, prehistoric-looking
fish.

It was getting on for
7:30am and the decision
was made to have one last
cast and then be on our
way. Out went the crab baits
again, both in more or less
the same places as before. I
looked down the line of rods
and could see that Rick had
already packed up and was
on his way back to the car.

A couple of minutes later
I saw a couple of pulls
followed by a rattle on my
distance rod. “Whiting!” I
thought. I wound it in to find
a very small pin whiting that
was obviously very hungry as
it had managed to wolf down
a whole crab on a 3/0 hook.
As I placed him back I finally
called it a day and started
to pack away my stuff and
make the 10-minute wander
back to the car with Pete.

We loaded up and headed
off on the 25-minute drive
to Ipswich. By now the only
thought in my head was
making it to Maccy d’s for
breakfast, as I was ravenous
and the breakfast wrap was
calling my name.

Once back home and fed,
my thoughts turned back
to the night’s angling. The
night had shown that it
pays to take the hard option
sometimes, and rather
than going to a beach that’s
well known for throwing a
certain species out, trying
somewhere that’s not so
well known for it. You could
well catch your target and it
will feel that little bit more
special.

18 www.totalseamagazine.com

A small male thornback is 
Matt’s Þrst Þsh of the session.

Shingle Street
is well named.
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East coast expert Matt Crowe shares his knowledge of some of the best
coastal marks from Essex to The Wash.

Extravaganza
Eastern

The east coast of
the UK is full
of very good
fishing spots,

with lots of different
species available to catch.
It’s renowned for some
very good bass fishing in
the summer, and in the
winter good cod well into
double figures can be
caught from both shore
and boat.

Here I’m going to give
you a rundown of fishing
marks
from The
Wash in
Norfolk

all the way down to Essex
and everything in between.

NORFOLK
Trimingham/
Mundesley
The shallow, sandy surf
beaches and clifftop setting
here make for some very
picturesque fishing. This is a
very good bass venue in the
summer, while some double-
figure hounds can also turn
up here during the warmer
months, with peeler crab
accounting for most catches
of the best fish. Beware when
fishing here, though, because

the tide can come in very
quickly and can catch you
out, cutting you off from
your way off the beach.

Cley
This lovely shingle beach on
the north Norfolk coastline
produces various species
of flatfish all year round to
worm baits on small hooks.
In the summer, large bass
are present, as well as the
hounds that quite often
appear here, with fresh
peeler crab being the best
bait if you’re trying to target
these, along with dogfish and
the occasional thornback

ray. Also, in the summer,
mackerel can be found
along this stretch of coast,
and when they’re in you can
target these on feathers and
small spinners.

Sea Palling
Sea defences were created
here to help protect the
rapidly disappearing
coastline, and these offshore
reefs can produce some very
good fishing off the beach by
casting towards them onto
the sandy areas. Cod can
quite often be found here
in the winter months, with
lugworm and squid baits

20 www.totalseamagazine.com

Felixstowe provides some
superb bass Þshing.
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accounting for some good
bags of fish. In the summer
the usual bass will be about,
with peeler crab, squid and
ragworm baits working
very well, while lures can
also be successful when the
water clears up after settled
conditions. Good-sized
flounders can also be worth
targeting here, with worm
baits working best for these.

Bacton
This sandy stretch of
coastline can and will
produce good-sized
bass, smoothhounds and
thornback rays in the
summer, with cod, whiting
and dabs in the winter.
There are lots of areas to
fish around here, with The
Gasworks being the
most well-known
mark. Fresh peeler
crab, squid and
ragworm baits in
the summer will
get you among the
fish, with bluey and
squid the best options
for a thornback ray. In
the winter months, blow
lugworm, black lugworm

and squid will see the cod
and whiting being caught.

Cromer Pier
This is a nice, easy

venue to fish, with lots of
species being available to
catch, from Dover sole,
bass, smoothhounds and
mackerel in the summer, to

cod, whiting and flatfish in
the winter. Baitwise, in the
summer, squid and peeler
crab baits will account for
the bigger specimens, with
ragworm baits taking the
smaller species and flatfish.
Winter months see lugworm
and squid baits coming into
their own.

NORFOLK
TACKLE SHOPS

Rite Gear
32 Cromer Road,
West Runton
NR27 9AD
T: 01263 838248

Sabre Tackle
21 New Street,
Cromer
NR27 9HP
T: 01263 513676

CHARTER
BOATS/FIRMS

High Flyer Charters
Gorleston-on-Sea
T: 07920 043979

Katie Louise
Brancaster
W: norfolkfishingtrips.co.uk

Summer smoothhound Þshing on the
east coast is understandably popular.

There’s nothing better than Þ shing
under those big eastern skies.
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SUFFOLK
Dunwich
This lovely shingle beach is
renowned for its winter dab
fishing, with some good-
sized ones appearing in the
colder months in numbers.
Small hooks and lugworm
baits are essential for the
dabs, and hit it on the right
day and you will bag up.
Cod are also caught from
here during the winter, with
squid and black lugworm
baits accounting for some
nice-sized fish. Summer
months see the bass move
in, along with dogfish and
the occasional thornback
ray, with peeler crab and
squid taking the better-sized
fish. It’s always worth trying
a rolling-lead setup here to
search a bigger area and to
find the food-holding gulleys
that the fish will be feeding
in.

Aldeburgh
During the colder months
there’s always the chance
that this well-known winter
cod venue will produce
very big fish, with 20lb-plus
specimens not unheard of.
Pulley rigs and two-hook
loop rigs loaded with fresh
blow or black lugworm will
get the cod on the feed, with
squid catching its fair share
of fish too.

Orford Island
This is a truly magical place
to fish all year round, and
can produce a lot of surprise
catches, but it’s known
mainly for its winter cod
fishing. From October the
cod appear off the shingle
banks, and big hooks
loaded with big lugworm
and squid baits are musts
to keep the hordes of
hungry whiting away.

The summer months can
produce cod, bass, doggies
and smoothhounds, with
fresh peeler crab, squid and
lugworm baits accounting
for most of the fish. Take
some 7oz leads to this
deep-water venue because
the tide can race through
at times.

SUFFOLK
TACKLE SHOPS

Breakaway Tackle
376 Bramford Road,
Ipswich
IP1 5AY
T: 01473 741393

Birds Tackle
Coalyard, Gipping Road,
Great Blakenham,
Ipswich
IP6 0JB
T: 01473 830683

Angling Mad
3 Ashhurst Place,
Lowestoft
NR33 7AE
T: 01502 531111

CHARTER BOATS/
FIRMS

AAA Charters
Shotley Marina,
Ipswich
IP9 1QJ
T: 07810 860383

Warrior Charters
Suffolk Yacht Harbour,
Levington,
Ipswich
IP10 0LN
T: 07941 916243
W: www.warriorcharters.
co.uk

Felixstowe
This is a very underrated
venue that in the summer
months can produce good-
sized bass and Dover sole to
light-line tactics and crab or
ragworm baits. In the winter,
the codling move in, with
some nice-sized fish coming
to squid and black lugworm
baits fished pulley-dropper
style on a Pennel setup. If
you don’t mind fishing in
rough ground, the stretch
in front of The Fludyers
Hotel is always a good call
for the codling, or, if you
prefer cleaner ground, Old
Felixstowe End also holds
the codling in the winter.

ESSEX
Frinton-On-Sea
This sandy-beached venue
can produce bass, Dover
sole, thornback rays and
even stingrays in the summer
months, with codling and
whiting moving in during
the colder months. Fresh
peeler crab will lure most
of the summer species,

with ragworm cast close in
on small hooks and boom
rigs finding the nice-sized
sole that reside here on the
warmer, calm days, while
bluey-and-squid wraps will
work for the rays. In winter,
lug and squid baits on pulley
dropper or two-hook flapper
rigs will find the codling.

Holland-On-Sea
The new sea-defence work
here has created some lovely
sandy beaches split into bays
with rock groynes. These
beaches will produce bass,

Uptide Þshing for cod
is still popular on this
part of the coast.

The sandy east coast beaches 
provide great summer Þ shing.

Light tactics produce
a mix of species.

Walton Pier
produces
some excellent
thornback rays.
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ESSEX
TACKLE SHOPS

The Bait & Tackle Centre
138 Ness Road,
Shoeburyness,
Southend-on-Sea
SS3 9DL
T: 07504 441380
E: info@bandtc.co.uk

Southend Angling Centre
5-6 Pier Approach,
Southend-on-Sea
SS1 2EH
T: 01702 603303

Deans Tackle
43 Pallister Rd,
Clacton-on-Sea
CO15 1PG
T: 01255 425992
E: deanstackle@hotmail.
co.uk

Essex Angling Centre
109 Leigh Rd,
Leigh-on-Sea
SS9 1JH
T: 01702 711231

CHARTER BOATS/
FIRMS

Sophie Lea
The Harbour,
Copperas Road,
Brightlingsea
T: 07774 492856.
W: www.sophieleacharters.
co.uk

Dawn Tide II
Wallasea Island
T: 07523 488290
W: dawntidecharterfishing.
co.uk

thornback rays and codling
in the summer, along with
dogfish and Dover sole. Fresh
lugworm is the bait here,
along with fresh peeler crab;
both of these baits will get
you in among the fish, with
bluey, sandeel and squid
accounting for most of the
rays that are caught. In the
winter, very good-sized bags
of codling come from all
along here, with blow and
black lugworm being the
baits to use on loop rigs or
two-hook flappers.

Walton Pier
Fishing on here costs £7 a
day, and fishing times are
from 8am to 10pm in the
summer and from 9am
to 10pm in the winter. All
manner of species can be
caught from here, with
thornback rays, dogfish,
codling and even stingrays
coming in the summer
months, with squid, fresh
crab and ragworm getting
you in among the fish. On
quieter days, small bits of
worm on size 4 to 6 hooks

and light lines dropped
down among the pilings will
provide anglers with great
fun catching small species,
including pollack, bream and
wrasse. During the winter
months the cod turn up in
numbers, and fresh lugworm
and squid baits will catch
some good-sized fish on
pulley Pennel and loop rigs.

St Osyth
This is a well-known east
coast stingray venue, with
some monster fish
showing during the
hot, calm days in
the spring and
summer. The best
bait for these fish
is ragworm, with
peeler crab coming
a close second. They
appear all the way from
the groyned area up to
the nature reserve. As well
as stingers, thornback rays
appear in numbers, and
these are also caught all
the way along during the
springtime, with squid and
fish baits accounting for

most of these. There’s also
a chance of a codling or
two along here during the
winter months, with fresh
lug and squid being the
baits to use.

From Essex
to The Wash, 

ßatties abound.
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Stanley ClassicVacuum Food Jar
£26.49 | ROTH_003

Cook’s Apron
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With the amount
of top-quality
fishing
available in

Wales, it might seem a
bit strange that my latest
adventure began across the
border in Minehead, a busy 
little coastal town located in 
west Somerset.

I was looking to do 
something a little different, 
as my eldest son was 
getting married in a few 
weeks’ time, so we opted
for a non-alcoholic stag
do on board new skipper

Michael Webber-Griffiths’
boat Teddie Boy, which

is moored inside 
Minehead Harbour.

The vessel is a
Lochin 33 with a
diesel-powered 
212 Sabre
engine. She
was built in
Devon back 

in 1981 where
she spent her fi rst
few years owned and
skippered by Dave
Clement under the
name of Devon Maid,
eventually heading way
up the Welsh coastline 
to Aberystwyth until
purchased by Michael
and his dad, Steve, 
who collected her in
April this year while
Michael completed
his training to become
the UK’s youngest-ever 

a

Craig Davies with a good-sized huss 
into double Þgures. Craig’s 6ft 2in
height should allow you to gauge the
size of some of the Þsh he’s holding!

Whole squid – great
bait for big Þsh.

Gareth Davies took a trip
into ‘foreign’ waters to
plunder some English Þsh!

BangTeddie Boy Party
Teddie Boy Party

Goes With A

charter skipper at the ripe 
old age of 17! The trip from 
Aberystwyth took no less 
than 18 hours through a 
Force 8 gale for the better 
part of the journey.

The name Teddie Boy is
derived from an older vessel 
that Steve used to own that 
brought them good luck. 
This fine boat is Michael’s
pride and joy, and he got 
to put her through her 
paces in some choppy seas 
as we headed southwest 
towards Porlock Bay, which, 
incidentally, is a natural 
steep-shelving beach made 
up of pebbles. It’s situated on 
the Bristol Channel between 
Hurlstone
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Point and Porlock Weir in 
Somerset. It offers a huge 
amount of species, with
some clonking big rays, huss,
bass, congers, tope and, of
course, cod, not forgetting
many of the mini species
that live along the coral and
undulating sea bed.

We’d arranged to collect
bait through the busy West 
Coast Tackle Shop at the 
base of the pier, which is 
open seven days a week
and will open on request
from 6am for charter-boat 
parties that prearrange
bait collection with shop
manager Craig Butler. It 
stocks everything that you’re
likely to need to fish from
a boat and the shore, with
superb crab most of the year
plus Ammo bait, which,
pound for pound, will catch
anything that swims!

Fair play to Craig; the
kettle is always on and you
do receive a very friendly
welcome. He’s also an 
Angling Trust Level 2 sea 
angling coach and local
shore fishing guide. I can’t
speak highly enough of the
excellent service we received,
and, as a result, will be
venturing over again in the
near future.

As we pushed on through
the sea nearing the bay, it 
was apparent that we were
going to be among two other
top charter vessels that had
full crews on board. With 

Michael’s dad Steve’s boat 
Osprey and Dan Hawkins’
Reel Deal in the frame, it was
going to be interesting to see
who could bag the biggest
and most fish.

An ebbing tide and
southwesterly-making wind
against the tide made it a
little uncomfortable, but it 
was a challenge that we were 
eager to take on.

The groom and big 
brother, Karl Davies (27) 
from Bridgend, South Wales, 
has fished on and off all of
his life, but hasn’t really got 
into fishing as much as he
would have liked, having
represented Wales at both 

Rugby Union and 
Rugby League
as a schoolboy

Gareth scrapping
with another angry
hound, brought
safely to the net.

Gareth and skipper
Michael Webber-GrifÞ ths.

26 www.totalseamagazine.com

and in his early teenage 
years. He’s a business 
development executive for
Tess Aviation and is happiest
globetrotting around the
world – but would today be 
his lucky day to bag a biggy 
and take the pot?

The best man, his little 
brother Craig Davies (24),
loves chasing carp on
stillwaters, is also a keen
hunter with working dogs
and simply has a passion for 
the great outdoors. He’s an 
electrician, but put a rod in
his hands and it sparks with 
life as he nails most bites
throughout the day.

Rhys Samuel (26), a great
friend to both Karl, Craig 
and me, came along for
the trip, and, with him not 

Karl Davies
gently releases

a very good Þsh.
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really having fished before,
this would be something
of a baptism of fire for
him. To be on the safe side 
he dosed up on Kwells
seasickness remedy to help
him through the day. Rhys 
is a furniture porter and is
used to handling big loads,
so hopefully a few big eels
wouldn’t be too difficult for
him to manage.

First up, favouring crab
baits to start on 5/0 circle
hooks coupled with 80lb
snood lengths of around
one metre, bites were rapid,
with the dreaded dogfish
becoming a nuisance. Word 

over the radio was that two
thornback rays had been
taken already, so it was 
fingers crossed that we could
bag one or two.

Craig wasted no time.
Fishing uptide covering the
back port-side quarter, he 
had a good pull-over with
the usual spring-back as
the Gemini grip lead pulled
out, allowing his hound to
motor off downtide picking 
up Karl’s downtiding rod 
and a lighter setup that had
a small set of Sabiki feathers
on for the poor cod. A tangle
ensued with a hound of
about 6lb coming in tail first

Did You Know?
Minehead is located on
the Bristol Channel coast
of southwest England, and
experiences one of the
highest tidal ranges in the
world. The tidal rise and fall
in the Bristol Channel can
be as great as 14.5 metres
(48 feet), which is second
only to the Bay of Fundy in
eastern Canada.

The town is overlooked
by North Hill, and is just
outside the boundaries of
Exmoor National Park. Areas
of the town include Higher
Town, Quay Town and Lower
or Middle Town, although
they’re no longer separate

The original name of the
town was Mynedd, which
means mountain in Welsh,
and the town has been
around since the Bronze
Age!

At present there are
approximately 11,000
people living there, which
makes it the biggest coastal
town in west Somerset.

There was a small port
at Minehead by 1380,
which grew into a major
trading centre during the
medieval period. Most trade
transferred to larger ports
during the 20th century, but
pleasure steamers do call at
the port seasonally.

Minehead is very popular
with anglers, golfers and
windsurfers, with its close
proximity to some great
caravan parks, hotels,
B&Bs, and not forgetting the
massive holiday village of
Butlin’s, which all make for
great bases for the travelling
angler with the family in tow!

and making a complete mess
of things. I had the dubious 
task of sorting out the pickle
while Michael dealt with
the fish. A good, sharp knife
made quick work of the
feathers and before long we
were back in business.  

The poor cod were great 
fun on a single-handed
baitcaster with a small twin-
handled fixed-spool reel
and 30lb braid allowing for 
lighter leads of around 125g
to just tap the bottom, with
small slices of rag acting as
the honey pot to draw these 
welcome little visitors on
board.

Gareth with one of
his better hounds.
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biscuits and choccies shared 
around.

We all laughed like
children, especially when
Karl’s reel fell off his rod 
mid-fight with a large hound
attached. Three grown men
giggled while trying to fix a
dodgy clamp, while another
held the line and tried to play 
the fish by hand. You really
had to be there to realise
how funny it was.

After fishing the last of
the ebb, with low water
having been forecast around
10.30am, it was now around
12.30am and the bites were
easing. It sounded like we’d 
done better than the other

boats, though, regarding the
number of fish.

A decision was made to 
move 300 yards further out 
to just get the very last of the
tide run. A good move meant
that the hounds and huss
kept coming thick and fast,
with a couple making double
figures.

Eventually we lost the tide
altogether, so Michael made 
the call to head back up the 
Channel to an area known as
The White Mark or Gasworks
Beach. Here we could expect 
rays, hounds and codling. 
Although we gave it a couple
of hours, it didn’t produce as 
expected, with lots of lesser-
spotted dogfi sh and a few
small congers and hounds.

I found myself sat 
pondering life and chewing
the fat with Michael in the
wheelhouse as the other lads
kept busy preparing baits, 
slurping tea and catching up
on Twitter and Facebook.

I asked Michael who’d 
inspired him to become a 
skipper. “My dad has always 
encouraged me to have a
go at things. I crew for him
when I can and genuinely
love the sea – it’s in my 
blood! Dan of Reel Deal 
Charters also encouraged
me to try out as a skipper,

Huss can’t help themselves 
when a good lively bait of
around five to six inches is
offered on a Pennel rig. It
tends to sort out the better
ones while keeping the
dogfish at bay.

Within 30 seconds of the
livebait touching down you
could see lunges at the tips
of our uptiding rods. At least
twice the fish would just let
go at the side of the boat,
until number three would
take the hook and it was
mission accomplished.

The kettle boiled away
non-stop and, with fish
coming in thick and fast,
cups were topped up and

A mixture of Þsh and crab baits
prepared on the chopping
board really saves time – just 
unclip and reattach.

Michael nets a hound of
average size for Craig.

Craig makes this 
decent conger
look like a strap!

THE SKIPPER
Michael Webber-GrifÞths, aged 17,

born and bred in Minehead

Boat name: Teddie Boy, a blue Lochin

33, based in Minehead Harbour

Personal-best catches: 27lb 3oz

cod, 18lb 6oz blonde ray, huss to

16lb 8oz
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guiding me along and
helping to give me that
push in the right direction,”
revealed Michael.

I also asked how the 
training went and if it was 
difficult. “I enjoyed the
training process, which
lasted the best part of four
months, although having
lots of practical knowledge is
essential and having a good
sound background passed 
down from my dad and Dan, 
and not forgetting the other
skippers in Minehead, has
all helped massively with my
development, of which I’m 
eternally grateful. In fact, I 
am, at present, the youngest
charter skipper in UK
waters, which I’m very proud 
of,” he answered.

Listening to the young
chap talk so modestly was a 
privilege. I made rough notes
and watched as he kept
an eye on the lads fishing,
offering advice and spotting
bites, while the sea turned 
from lumpy to quite subdued
in a short space of time.

Another move was
imminent, and as the
tide started to pick up
handsomely we made for
our final area, which was
approximately a mile out.

Anchor set and
baits over, we didn’t
have to wait long
for the congers to
find our free squid,
mackerel and crab
baits very obliging. 
In fact, I think we
landed in the middle 
of a nest, because all 
manner of sizes were
coming up. All the fish
were either T-barred 
over the side or
carefully brought
on board, weighed 
and released. Craig 

hit the jackpot, with a 
clonker going 26lb, a very 
hard-fighting fish that tested
the drag on his SL20 reel, 
making several good lunges.

By end of the day we had 
five species to show, with an
abundance of all. The best
hound went 13lb 4oz for 
Karl, but we all had doubles, 
which was great because 
it proved that Michael 
certainly rules the waves.

Top Tips
• Make sure that you’re
holding tight to the sea bed
because the tide runs hard,
and if you don’t then you
won’t get bites and it’ll ruin
your day. Always ask the
skipper if you’re unsure.
• Bait presentation is very
important. If it’s a squidgy
mess going down, then
the chances are that it will
mask the hook point and
won’t produce the goods.
• Always trust the skipper.
These guys are always
happy to help, and if you
feel that your own gear
isn’t up to the job, always
ask to use the boat’s
tackle because these guys
do catch Þsh and it’s the
skipper’s job to ensure that
you have a great day out.
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WEST COAST TACKLE

Quay St,

Minehead

Somerset

TA24 5UL

T: 01643 705745 (Craig)

Gareth with a 
handy huss.
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The blue shark is
an open-sea shark
usually found over
deep water. The 

chances of catching one
from the shore are very
slim.

It’s a slender-bodied 
shark with a distinctive
deep-blue colour on its
back and is difficult to
confuse with other shark
species. Its teeth are
pointed and triangular
in shape, designed for
grasping and cutting the
flesh of their prey.

The blue shark is usually
found in the middle to
top depths of the ocean,
preying on shoaling fish
like mackerel and herring

and also squid.
It’s a widely distributed 

species, occurring
worldwide, and tends to
visit British waters during
summer and early autumn.

The southwest of England
is a blue shark hotspot,
with southwest Wales, the 
west coast of Scotland and
the west side of the English
Channel highly rated areas
for the species on the UK
mainland.

The blue shark also visits
the waters of the Channel
Islands and Ireland,
particularly off the coast of 
Wexford, Cork and Kerry,
and reaches as far as the
coast of Northern Ireland.

To target the blue shark

seriously it’s important to 
book a dedicated trip with
a skipper who specialises in 
the species, because correct
tactics, tackle and productive
marks are key to success.

Baits
Mackerel is the most popular
bait for the blue shark. 
There’s normally a decent 
supply of one of its main 
preyfish available, and the

Blue Shark (Prionace glauca)
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tactics used make it a logical
choice.

The best way to present
the bait is as a whole fish
minus the tail, with the bait
fished head down and with
the hook coming from the
bait’s mouth. To add scent 
and movement to the bait,
a mackerel strip or whole
squid can be added to the
point of the hook. However,
it’s best not to have too much 
free bait flapping about
because the sharp teeth of
the shark can easily ‘snip’
this off without encountering 
the hook.

Tackle
While the blue shark is
undoubtedly a sporting

species, it’s not a real 
heavyweight. Rods in the
20lb to 30lb class will cope
with most blue sharks likely
to be encountered in UK
waters.

Reels need to be good
quality, though, with a good 
drag system and adequate
line capacity. For ease of use, 
anglers who regularly target
this fast-moving species tend
to favour lever-drag reels, 
which are easier to control
than star-drag models. 
These cost more, but can
be used for more than just
shark fishing.

Avet reels in the MX size
are worth considering, being
designed for this testing sort
of angling.

Tactics
As a species usually found 
relatively high up in the 
water, the blue shark is 
targeted with float tactics.

The sharks are attracted 
to the drift lines by mesh 
bags full of minced and 
chopped mackerel and
bran, sometimes spiced
up with blood and fi sh oil,
which are hung on ropes 
from the side of boats. 
This ‘rubby dubby’, as it’s
called, creates a strongly
scented slick of oils and 
fish fragments, which
should draw the sharks to 
the boat.

The bag should be 
shaken at regular intervals, 
and also refreshed with 

more of the ‘mix’
to ensure that a 
strong scent trail is

maintained.
Baits are fished at

varying depths and
distances (the further away 
the deeper) to intercept 
the sharks as they move up 
the scent trail towards its 
source.

Specimen Spot
Timing your trips is
important, because the 
biggest sharks to show are 
often the latest arriving. 
Having enjoyed a rich 
summer’s feeding, blue 

sharks are at their biggest 
by the time that 

September comes 
around, and in 
years with real 
Indian summers 
they sometimes
hang around well 
into October.

Features
The blue shark can sometimes be found 
in the vicinity of deep-water wrecks – if 
they hold good feeding opportunities. 

However, this species is built for life on the
move, and skippers who regularly target

the species will know the areas most likely 
to hold them.

They will set the boat up for a long drift, 
ideally with wind against tide to slow the 
boat down, allowing the sharks more time 

to home in on the bait.
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Blonde Ray (Raja brachyura)The blonde ray is the
most common large
ray resident in UK
waters, with the

record from both boat and
shore being comfortably
over 30lb, with fish in
excess of this always a
possibility. It’s usually dark 
yellow to light brown in
colour and covered in small
dark spots that extend all
the way to the edge of the
wings.

It’s well distributed 
around the coasts of the
UK and Ireland, although
there’s a bias towards the 
southern and westernmost
areas, with the Isle of
Wight highly rated. It can
be targeted year round, but
summer and autumn are
usually regarded as the peak
times for the species.

The blonde ray tends
to show a preference for
slightly shallower water of
100 feet or less, and perhaps
this is one of the reasons
why it can be targeted
successfully from the
shore. It’s an active hunter 
and usually prefers sandy
ground, especially offshore 
banks and the like.

As a species it’s well 
associated with strong
tidal currents, and is often
found in areas with very
powerful tidal flows where
it can more easily ambush
the small fish that make up
much of its diet.

Tackle
From the shore the sort
of tackle normally used
for rough-ground fishing
is the way to go. Powerful
multiplier reels and long-
casting robust rods are
needed. Although the
blonde ray likes sandy
areas, it also favours a bit
of mixed ground in with it,
so the tackle needs to be up
to the job of handling fish
that can easily run in excess
of 20lb.

fishing, it’s usually best to
allow bites time to develop,
because the rays usually fl op
onto the bait first before
working into a position 
where they can take it. 
However, on some occasions 
they can appear to take the 
bait ‘on the run’, resulting in 
a rod-wrenching bite.

Specimen Spot
Alongside the usual advice 
of “big bait, big fish,” where
the blonde ray is concerned 
we can add “big tide, big 
fish.” Some of the biggest
specimens are landed on the 
biggest spring tides. This is 
rarely comfortable fi shing,
with plenty of lead needed to 
hold bottom, but it does tend 
to produce the biggest fi sh.

The time of year can be 
important, too, and, contrary 
to the habits of some ray 
species, winter can be a 
very good time to target big 
blonde rays.

Baits
Fish baits are the usual fare for the blonde

ray, and it likes a big helping.
Whole joey mackerel or similarly sized 

pout or whiting can be used for these big 
rays, while ßappers or Þllets can be used to

increase scent leakage.
Multiple baits of sandeels or launce can 
do well, as can cocktail baits including 
bluey and squid. A whole-squid cocktail

with either sandeel, bluey or mackerel is a 
proven blonde ray catcher.

For boat anglers, rods
in the 30lb to 50lb class
are needed, with the more
powerful size utilised for big,
fast tides where a lot of lead
is required.

Naturally, a top-quality 
‘strong’ multiplier reel with
a lot of cranking power
will be required too. Reel
line should be at least 30lb
mono or braid. A trace of
60lb mono using top-quality
heavy swivels will be needed,
culminating in a hooklength
of around six feet of 100lb
mono with strong Pennel-
rigged 6/0 hooks. Lighter
hooklengths can be worn
through by the ray’s powerful 
jaws and rasping teeth.

Features
Offshore, steep-sided sand
or shingle banks are worth
targeting for the blonde ray.
Banks with 30 to 40 feet of
water over them, such as the

Dolphin Bank near Poole,
Kidney Bank off Weymouth 
and a number of banks off
the Isle of Wight, are good. 

For shore anglers, deepish 
water is favoured, with some
sort of rock structure that
can funnel tidal currents 
being a very good feature.

Marks that offer good 
feeding opportunities, as 
well as the above-mentioned
features, will provide
the best chances of
success.

Tactics
Legering with
big fish baits is
the top tactic.
When using
whole fish baits
it can be a good
idea to score the 
sides of the bait 
to let more flavour
out.

As with most ray
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Prized for the eating,
the turbot has been
a culinary delicacy
since Roman times.

It’s a fi ne sporting fish, too,
growing to a good size.

The turbot is a predator,
often lying covered with
sand and gravel with only
its eyes visible, but showing
a remarkable turn of speed
when it rises up off the sea 
bed to take its prey.

It’s well distributed 
around the UK coast, but
opportunities for the
shore angler can be
limited, although
there are
some marks
that have
consistent
records of
producing
the species.

Catch
reports
would
suggest that
the south and
west of the
UK are the best
areas, but it’s worth
noting that these are
areas where the turbot is
more regularly targeted,
so this could influence
results. Certainly it’s
a viable target as far
north as Scotland, which
actually offers some very 
good fishing for the species.

The turbot can really only
be confused with the brill,
but it’s much rounder in 
appearance than the brill
and has rougher skin. Both
species are well camouflaged
and inhabit similar ground,
and can be targeted using
the same tactics.

Tackle
From boats, rods of 12lb to
20lb class are ideal, coupled
with a reel like the Penn
Fathom 12 or 15 models,
with 20lb to 25lb braid reel
line. Good-length 40lb mono
traces in the 8ft to 12ft

range below a running leger
are used for drift fishing.
The trace can be split at
the midpoint with either a
flasher Rauto-style spoon or
a good-sized swivel, used to
add attraction and prevent
the bait from spinning.
Coloured beads can be added
just above the hook to boost
attraction, although the huge
quantities favoured for plaice
fishing aren’t required – half
a dozen or so will do the job.

From the shore, tackle
capable of reaching a good

distance is needed, with 
clipped-down rigs being top 
choices. Again, the addition 
of a few beads and sequins 
can boost interest from the 
turbot. Hook sizes in the 2/0 
to 3/0 range are best from
the shore, and 3/0 to 6/0 
from boats.

Features
Anglers afloat usually target
the turbot on shingle or
gravel banks, but the species
can also be found around 
some wrecks, especially
if depressions have been 
scoured out by tidal action.

From the shore, look for
marks where headlands can
increase tidal flow, because
the turbot likes to ambush
its prey in such areas.

Some shore marks 
have reputations as
nursery areas for the
turbot, and although
the fish here will be too
small to take for the
table, they can be quite 
numerous and offer the 
keen species hunter a good 
chance of ticking off another 
noteworthy capture.

Tactics
Drift fishing is the preferred
boat tactic for the turbot, 
but it can also be caught at 
anchor by using light leads 
to ‘trot’ the bait up and over
the banks that it inhabits.

On the drift, the lead is 
allowed to bump along the 
bottom, raising up puffs 
of sand that can grab the 
attention of the fish, making
it ready for the bait to come 
into view.

Anglers normally fi sh on
the drift with their reels in 
free spool, letting off line 
as required and feeling for 
bites all the time. The usual 
advice is to allow line off
the spool if a bite is felt,
so that the turbot can take 
the bait. However, there 
are days when this tactic 
will result in fewer fi sh in
the boat, and it’s always 
worthwhile experimenting 
and NOT letting line off
when a bite is felt. This 
actually mimics the struggle 
of a fish trying to get away
from the turbot, which, 
when in the mood, will hit 
harder and take it properly 
in case it escapes.

Shore tactics are
naturally more static than 
those used on a boat, but, 
where possible, using a
plain lead rather than a grip 
lead, allowing it to move 
around with the tide to 
cover more ground, can be 
a real winner.

Specimen Spot
Boat Þshing offers the best

chance of a specimen turbot, but 
it tends to be a numbers game 

because it’s very hard to be
selective. The turbot has a huge

mouth, and even a modest-sized Þsh
can take a big bait.

In contrast to normal tactics, 
static legering at anchor, using a
big bait, might just pick out a real 

whopper.

Baits
For boat anglers, launce, either whole or 

as Þllets, mackerel strip, whiting Þllets and
sandeels can be used for turbot, with some 
skippers rating garÞ sh Þllets as the best bait
of all. The white belly ßesh of mackerel is the
favoured bait, and these are usually prepared

with very little ßesh on them to give them
more action in the tidal current, attracting the 

attention of the turbot.
Shore anglers can use similar baits, although
the bait tends to be Þshed static so that

cocktail ‘sausages’ of sandeel and bluey are 
highly rated baits. These can also be combined

with mackerel for variation.
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The tub gurnard is
the largest of the
gurnards found in
British waters and

is widespread around the
coast. The easiest way of
differentiating it from other 
gurnards is by its huge,
bright-blue pectoral fins.

The tub gurnard is a
predator. It has a large 
head that’s boxlike and 
bony, and has feelers under 
its head that it uses to walk
along the sea bed.

Both the tub and red
gurnard are common
catches for boat anglers,
with both species falling
for a variety of baits,
lures and methods
of fishing. They’re
usually caught as
‘by-catch’ when
anglers are
targeting other
species, which
shows how
widespread they
are.

Baits
The tub gurnard
enjoys a varied diet.
It’s caught on plaice 
rigs baited with ragworm
and squid, turbot traces
baited with mackerel flesh,
along with artificial baits,
including plastic sandeels
and mackerel feathers.

However, the tub 

Tub Gurnard (Chelidonicthys lucerna or
Trigla lucerna)

Tackle
The tub gurnard is not a big Þ sh and quite

light tackle can be used from boat or shore. 
From the shore, plaice-style rigs and tactics 
can work well, especially if the normal worm
bait is tipped with a sliver of mackerel rather 

than squid.
Boat anglers targeting the tub gurnard 

should go down the species-tactic route with 
slightly smaller baits and hooks than they

would use for many species. Match-style boat
rods, spinning rods or boat rods in the under-
12lb range can be used – depending on the 

depth of the water being Þshed.

gurnard does show a slight
preference for fish baits,
with small mackerel strips
a favourite. It’s an active 
predator and can move
quickly when it feels like it!

Features
The tub gurnard likes 
sandy and gravel bottoms, 
but is also keen on a bit of 
structure, and can be found
near wrecks and on quite
broken ground. It also 
haunts mussel beds in the 
same way that the plaice
does and is a common by-
catch when this species is
being targeted.

Tactics
Fishing on the drift is the
usual way that boat anglers 
pick up the tub gurnard. 
Baits should be kept close 
to the bottom to attract
the notice of the fish,
although it will glide up 
off the bottom to chase the
moving bait if it looks as if 
it’s going to escape.

Adding rattle beads can 
be a winner because the 
tub gurnard is a nosey fish

and has good hearing and 
is attracted to noise.

Plaice rigs with rattle 
beads and a bit of bling
work well from the shore – 
a slow retrieve will pick up 
a tub gurnard if there are 
any present. Try luminous 
beads if the water is 
coloured.

Boat, pier and 
breakwater anglers can 
pick up the tub gurnard on 
baited mackerel flashers if
they work them near to the 
bottom.

Specimen Spot
The biggest specimens
are usually found close to 
wrecks – certainly close 
enough for tackle losses to 
be a risk.

Baited mackerel tinsels 
or baited muppets can pick 
up a big one – go as close 
as you dare to the wreck! 
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Top charter skipper
Tony Parry shares one
of his winning ‘tweaks’
to an established rig.

01Start with a clear piece of
60lb or 80lb mono and tie

on the big swivel to the top of the
rig. Taking the bottom end of the
mono, slide on a crimp, then a
bead and a small swivel, then a
bead, the SRT spring, a bead and
a crimp. Leave this free running
because it will be crimped last.

02At the bottom of the rig
(at around three to six

inches), add another crimp, a
bead, a swivel, a bead, a crimp,
and clamp in place.

03Now take a length of
mono and tie on the

bait clip. From there add a
hooklength on a swivel to reach
the Breakaway Imp clip or
Breakaway lead.

04Hold the top hooklength
to the bait clip and crimp

in place to suit the bait clip.
Hook sizes can range from 2
to 3/0 depending on the target
species.

60lb or 80lb mono
1 x size 1 rolling swivel
2 x size 6 rolling swivels
5 x beads
4 x crimps
1 x Gemini SRT spring
1 x bait clip
1 x rig clip
1 x Breakaway Imp clip
2 x 1/0 Sakuma Stinger

hooks

This classic rig
goes by many
names. It’s
variously called

the Golds rig (in honour
of its inventor, match 
angler Ian Golds), the
Portsmouth rig and also
the loop rig.

As with the original,
my rig has an SRT spring 
on the top end to prevent
it from failing due to the
mono stretching through
repeated casting. It’s
a distance rig, so the
forces in the cast can be

extreme, causing the mono
to stretch.

In its original form a
cascade swivel is the key 
component of the rig.
However, I decided to do 
away with this, using a
simple lead rig clip to which
a hook snood, complete
with swivel, can be quickly
attached.

In similar fashion, the
top hook snood has a 
swivel, which allows it to be
attached to a link clip on a
hook snood.

This allows ready-baited 

hook snoods to be quickly 
applied to the rig, which is 
useful in matches, or for
changing damaged hooks 
rather than trashing the 
entire rig. It’s also more 
flexible in that hooks of
different sizes can be 
changed more easily, and 
you can swap and change 
between hooklengths with
differently coloured beads, or 
with no beads at all.

The one thing that you 
have to remember is to tie 
two types of hook snoods 
with swivels or link clips

attached, but this adds 
so much fl exibility on a
number of rigs that it is 
worth doing.
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Master caster
Peter Thain
looks at a
casting style
where you
pull instead of
push.

The final style
that we’re going
to look at is
the back cast.

This technique has its
beginnings in shore fishing
with centrepin reels like
the Scarborough reel. In
order to get these reels
rotating, an extended arc
is required, and the reel
actually starts turning
before the cast is released.
Developing this easy-
to-perform action to
utilise both fixed-spool
and multiplier reels was
easy; neither have the
start-up inertia of the old
Scarborough reel, which
meant more power could
be gained from the rod
without intentional spool
slippage.

With the original style,
the rod is held clear of
the body and the cast
is ‘spooned’ over the
shoulder. While this 
original technique is

reasonably successful, the
back cast becomes much
more efficient if the end
of the butt of the rod is
anchored firmly in the
stomach. This creates a class-
three lever, and provides the 
rod with a solid base to bend
against. Allowing the butt
to move from this position
before sinker release enables
the rod to straighten without 
imparting maximum energy 
to the sinker. Put simply,
the energy escapes from the
bottom of the rod, instead of
accelerating the sinker.

Because the rod is firmly
braced against the stomach,
and the action of the cast is
pulling rather than pushing, 
it becomes much easier
to handle heavy loads. It’s
easier to push a car with
your backside against the
boot than taking the load
on your arms to push it in
a forward-facing position.
Back casting operates in the
same way, and heavy sinkers 

are no problem for this style.
The back cast works better 

with a rod that’s an extra 
foot or two longer than your
pendulum rods, and this
is purely down to the size 
of the sinker arc. With the 
pendulum cast, the bottom 
end of the butt is free to 
move. This enables both 
the rod and lead to stay on 
the same plane throughout
the cast, as the end of the 
rod butt can be elevated to 
achieve this. You don’t have 

this option with the back cast 
because you must anchor the 
rod butt in your stomach to 
achieve the best results. This 
means that the rod and the
sinker can’t achieve the same 
disc-type plane, and the best 
you can hope for is a shallow
cone. Extending the rod
length compensates for this, 
by creating the same size of 
sinker arc as a pendulum, 
despite the cone-shaped path 
of the cast.

Choice of swing style for 

A longer rod equalises the difference
in sinker arc caused by the cone-
shaped plane of the back cast.
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the back cast is somewhere
between a high swing and
flat arc. Both extremes work
well, and it comes down to
personal preference which
path you choose. If you can
get into a really low squat,
you may find that something
towards the flatter end
works better. If you prefer 
a more upright position,
then something in the high-
swing range could work
best. Experiment – it’s the 
only way to become a better
caster!

The back cast works in
almost exactly the same way
as the pendulum. The first
half is primarily about two
things: positioning the sinker
in the right place to hit it,
and generating mass in the

sinker to bend the rod during 
the second half. The second
half is where all the action
is, and this takes place when
the sinker is at its lowest
point. If you accelerate it
before it reaches that point,
then you’re accelerating it 
towards the ground! Take it 
easy during the first half, and
save all that speed and power 
for when you can make the
best use of it.

As always, setting up the 
cast begins with correct foot
positioning, so set your feet 
a comfortable distance apart 
to deal with a heavy load;
not too wide, because this 
will weaken your stance, and
not too narrow, because this 
will reduce your stability.
Something a little wider than

shoulder width is a good
base point from which to 
start. As the name suggests,
back casting involves having
your back to the sea in the 
starting position, so you
should be facing the opposite 
way to the casting direction
to set up the cast.

Place the end of the
rod butt in your stomach 
and bring the rod up to a
vertical position. Your top 
hand should be level with 
the top of your head at this 
point, and this establishes 
your reach. The longer your 
reach, the more cone-shaped
your cast will become, as it
becomes progressively more 
difficult to lower the tip the
further your top hand is up
the rod. Use this position as

a base point until you fi nd a
reach that suits you.

Most back casters use 
their left hand up the
rod, controlling the reel 
with their right hand. 
Coming from a pendulum 
background, and being 
used to controlling the reel 
with my left hand, I prefer 
to cast with my right hand
up the rod. There’s no 
right or wrong shoulder to 
cast over, so do what feels 
natural.

Set the sinker drop 
somewhere around your 
top hand to begin with. You 
may find that you actually
prefer the drop longer than 
this, but it’s unlikely that 
you’ll prefer it any shorter.
A shorter drop further 

Your outswing can be made anywhere in this zone if you’re

casting with your right hand up the rod. Somewhere in the

middle is a good starting point. If you’re casting with your left

hand up the rod, then the setup will be a mirror image.

Position yourself so that
you’re facing directly opposite 
to the casting direction.

Create a stable base
by setting your feet the
correct distance apart.

Can you see the ships?
Measure your reach against
the top of your head.

Once you’ve established 
your reach, set the drop 
so that the sinker is about 
level with your top hand.
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reduces the size of the
arc that the sinker travels
through, and subsequently
reduces the distance that
you cast.

When making the swing,
which shoulder you cast
over dictates the direction
in which the swing goes.
If you’re casting over your
left shoulder (with your
left hand up the rod), the
outswing is made to the
right, and the inswing
passes your right shoulder.
Casting with your right
hand up the rod means that
you’ll be bringing the rod
over your right shoulder. In 
this case, the outswing is
made to the left, and your
inswing passes your left
shoulder.

The direction of your
outswing should be between
three and five o’clock when
casting over your right
shoulder, and between 
seven and nine o’clock
when casting over your left
shoulder. Somewhere in 
the middle of these swing
angles is a good place to
start, and as you become
more confident with the
style you can always extend
the arc by moving your
swing a little further around
towards the nine or three
o’clock position. Closing
the outswing angle towards
six o’clock tends to turn the

cast into a vee shape, where 
the cast goes straight down 
and straight up rather than
around. Apart from reducing
your potential distance,
this also puts tremendous
strain on the blank, and can
literally twist the blank apart.

To start your outswing,
first turn your torso to face
the direction in which you’re
aiming the swing. This adds
a little body power to unwind 
at the end of the cast. Bring
the rod towards the vertical
so that the sinker comes
close to the blank, then lower
the rod tip to send it on its
way. A small lift of the rod 

tip as the sinker approaches
the lowest point will prevent
it from clipping the ground
and add more pace to the 
outswing. You need to do 
this with enough force to
raise the sinker to at least
eye level at the peak of the
outswing.

As the sinker reaches the
peak of the outswing, lower
the tip again. This cushions
any potential bounce, and
positions the rod ready for 
the inswing. At the peak of
the outswing, lift the rod
tip again to bring the sinker
back towards you. It should
follow the same path as the

outswing, coming reasonably 
close as it passes your 
shoulder.

What you do with the rod 
at this point will determine 
whether the sinker goes 
high or flat. Pushing the
rod to the side slightly will 
direct the swing on a fl atter
trajectory, while holding 
it stationary will allow the 
sinker to climb high. Either 
way, it’s important to make 
sure that you start the rest of 
the cast with your upper arm 
extended.

As the sinker goes past 
you, count it into the 
starting position, like so: 

Turn your upper body to face in
the direction of the outswing,

then raise the rod to bring the 
sinker close to the rod.

Lower the rod tip to 
begin the outswing…

The sinker needs to pass 
reasonably close to your
shoulder as it goes past you.

Count the sinker into 
the correct position 
to start the cast.

Draw the rod down 
as you move into a 
squatting position…
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Because this is an easy
cast to muscle through with
brute force, the tendency
to let technique go out of
the window can creep in, 
causing much the same 
issues as you have with 
the pendulum cast. The
usual suspects are: hitting
the ground, spool slip
and directional problems.
Most of these are cured 
by simply focusing on
technique and backing off
the power a little.

Just as in the pendulum
cast, hitting the ground 
with the back cast is either
down to a weak or stalling 
inswing, or putting too
much power in too soon. 
Identify which is causing
your problem, and either
increase the pace of
the inswing to prevent it 
stalling, or wait until the
rod has passed the halfway
mark before adding any
acceleration to the cast.

Spool slip is caused
by piling in the power too
soon, and it’s much easier 
to do this with the back
cast because it’s easier to 
muscle the cast through 
any technical ßaws. To cure
it, just hold back a little
longer before cranking up
the power.

Directional problems,
excluding spool slip being
the cause, are usually
caused by a misalignment 
of the sinker and rod when 
you drive the cast away.
Wait until the sinker is in
the right position before 
accelerating it.

“One, one thousand, two,
one thousand, three, one
thousand.” Play around
with starting the cast at
two seconds, on the ‘two,
one thousand’ point and
the ‘three-second’ mark.
Depending on the speed of
your inswing, one of these
will deliver the best results
for you.

With the sinker in the
correct starting position,
begin the cast by bending
your legs so that you move
into a squatting position,
while simultaneously
drawing the rod tip down in
preparation for the sweeping

stage. It’s important at this 
stage to resist the urge to 
unwind your torso, because 
if you use that power at this
point, you won’t have it to 
use at the end of the cast.
It’s a combination of hip 
rotation and a pivot on the 
ball of the foot that pulls the
rod around ready for the
final input of power, with
that foot being opposite to 
the shoulder that you cast
over.

Once the rod gets to the
halfway stage, the cast is
finished by driving hard off
both legs, pushing through
with the hips and unwinding

the upper body. Pulling with 
the arm that’s up the rod 
also adds extra acceleration, 
but the main speed and 
power comes from the legs, 
hips and torso.

In some respects this 
is easier to time than the 
pendulum cast because
you’re able to watch the 
rod as it comes around. 
Just watch for the midway
point of the cast, then add
the power. As always, the 
cast involves a smooth
increase of power from the
start, finishing with a rapid
acceleration towards the 
end.

… then raise the rod to
speed up the outswing.

Lower the rod tip 
again as the sinker 
reaches the peak of
the outswing. This 
will enable you to lift
the rod to add pace
to the inswing.

… then
sweep the
rod around.

Drive the cast away
using your legs,
hips and torso.
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Got A Question? Do you want to ask our panel of experts a question? E-mail paul.dennis@dhpub.co.uk

QWhat’s the best way
(rigs, bait and suchlike)

to catch decent thick-lipped
mullet in an estuary?
Daz Carey, via Facebook

AAndy Webb says:
Mullet fishing can be very

frustrating, and persistence
is very important if you’re
targeting them.

As with any species, time
spent watching them and
learning their habits is
seldom wasted.

Estuary mullet tend to
arrive with the incoming tide, 
and regular groundbaiting
can tip the odds in your
favour. Try to do it in the 
same place at the same state
of the tide, because mullet

Mulling Over Mullet
are creatures of habit and will
get used to looking for this
easy source of food.

Mashed, well-soaked bread
mixed with pilchard oil is a
popular groundbait for mullet.
It’s a tried-and-tested recipe 
but some anglers like to put 
a bit more zip in the mix by 
adding other flavourings,
with these being many and
varied and only bound by the 
imagination – I’ve even seen 
brown sauce used.

Maggots can work well for
mullet, too, but they do have
their disadvantages, in that
they’re expensive and can only 
really be presented on small
hooks and fine tackle.

Breadflake can be fished on
larger hooks, which can be

hidden inside the fl ake, with
the bread also counteracting 
the weight of the hook.

Tackle is a tricky balance
for mullet. It needs to be 
strong enough to land what
can be hard-fighting fish, but
also fine enough to trick them
into taking the bait. Lines
of 5lb to 6lb are about right,
with clear varieties having an 
edge.

Float tactics can work well, 
and the less obtrusive the
float, the better. Clear-plastic
waggler-style fl oats are good
choices. The bulk of the shot 
needs to be around the float,
with just enough weight down
the line to sink the breadfl ake
bait. However, if the mullet 
are taking bait from the 

surface, this weight down the 
line can be left off.

Legering can also work, 
either with a paternoster-
style rig to a plain leger, or 
to a cage-style swimfeeder 
that can be filled with the
groundbait mix to provide 
attraction near to the hook 
bait.

The best times to fi sh for
mullet are when disturbance 
is minimal, with dawn and 
dusk into nightfall usually 
best. However, in some 
busy areas, especially where 
there’s a regular source of 
food from people feeding 
ducks and the like, the fi sh
may be more tolerant to 
disturbance and can be 
fished for during the day.
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QHow can I increase the
distance I cast? I’ve

tried expensive rods and
reels, multiplier reels, and I’m
now using Penn 8000 reels
and Leeda Assassin rods,
but can’t get more than 100
yards.
Tim Punchard, via Facebook

A First off, book some
casting lessons with a

registered instructor; a couple
of hours of this will add yards
to your casting distance.

One of the Þrst things
to look at is your reel. This
needs to be fully loaded
because reels that don’t have
enough line on them always
cast short due to the friction
of the line passing over the
lip of the spool. Using a reel
line of around 13lb (in mono)
with a shockleader should
help. Braid reel line is another
option and you could go to a
breaking strain of 25lb in this
and still add some distance.

Looking at the tackle setup
you currently have, the Leeda
Assassin rods are renowned
as powerhouses and are
capable of putting a lead out
a very long way. However, they
do take a bit of compressing
to really make them work,
and some anglers do struggle
when using leads in the 4oz
to 5oz range. Upping the lead
size to 7oz is worth a try,
because anglers who have
struggled with the lighter
weights have found that the
rod works a lot better for
them with heavier loading.

Going heavier might be
a solution, but the best
advice is to get some serious
coaching – it will help you cast
further whatever tackle you
use, now or in the future.

QWhen you’ve run out of
ragworm and are fishing

from the shore, what would
be a good bait (please don’t
say limpets!) to find and use?
Gordon Talbot, via Facebook

APaul Dennis says:
This is a very interesting

question. First, it depends on
what state of the tide you’re
fishing, at what time of day,
at what time of year, what the 
geography of the shoreline is,
and what you’re fishing for.
Presuming that you’re fishing
a particular piece of shore
because it has a history of
producing fish in decent
numbers, then it’s likely that 
the fish are visiting this area to
feed, so, all things being equal, 
what they’re feeding on may
be available.

Obviously this is
problematic if predatory 
species are homing in on 
preyfish, but under this
scenario artificial baits may be
the best bet.

If the shore has some
areas of rough ground with
rocks and suchlike, it may
be possible to gather crabs

Free Bait For Shore
Anglers

for bait, with peeler crabs 
available at certain times of 
the year. These can be found 
hiding under weed and rocks;
just remember to replace those 
items as you found them.

Hardback crabs are looked 
down on as bait by many
anglers, but the truth is that
many species will take them
if they have the chance, with
smoothhounds and wrasse
very partial to them. Bass 
and cod will also take small
hardback crabs.

Mussels are another 
possibility in some localities,
and these are very underrated 
bait. They can sometimes be
collected from breakwaters 
and similar structures,
depending on the state of the
tide. Care should be taken
when opening the mussels, 
and it’s wise to use a relatively 
blunt knife to avoid cutting 
yourself seriously if the knife
slips.

Razorfish is also underrated
and, again, it’s best collected 
at low tide. Digging works, but 
can be strenuous. An easier
way is to pour salt down the
blowholes of the razorfi sh,

which give themselves away
by jetting out water when the 
ground they’re in is disturbed; 
the razorfish then make their
way to the surface and can be 
grabbed.

Lugworm could be another 
possibility at low tide. Again it 
has to be dug and you would 
need to have a spade with you.

Prawns can sometimes be 
scavenged from rock pools, 
and don’t forget that any small 
fish found in there will have
potential as bait – it’s an eat or 
be eaten world in the sea!

If you’ve run out of bait 
because you’ve been catching 
fish, depending on the species,
you could use some of your 
catch as bait.

Whiting, for example, are 
voracious feeders, and whiting 
strip is as good a bait as any
for tempting them. It’s also a 
good bait for bass and cod, 
which feed heavily on whiting 
when given the opportunity.

In short, the shoreline 
abounds with free bait – that’s
why sea fi sh come in close on
the right tides – but that bait 
has to be collected, and there’s
the rub!
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QWhat are the best lures
for catching sea trout in

saltwater?
Robbie Neill, via Facebook

A From the beach you
need a lure that will

work well in the surf. Sinking
pencil lures such as the
APIA Punchline 90 Slim are
ideal. They cast well, sink
through the waves, and on
a slow retrieve they have an
irresistible wiggle.

It’s also worth trying casting
jigs such as the Tackle House
P-Boy. It’s a long-casting
lure and a perfect sandeel
imitation.

Soft-plastic lures can also
work. A lure with a weighted
head ensures that the lure
works along the bottom
and kicks up puffs of sand,
creating the impression of
baitÞsh diving for cover. The
Fiiish Black Minnow in either
70mm or 90mm sizes is a
consistent Þsh catcher.

Estuary Þshing usually
requires slightly lighter jigs
and metal lures, and there are
plenty available from brands
such as Megabass, IMA, APIA
and Tackle House. These can
be Þshed with either a straight
retrieve or jigged and worked
in an erratic way to induce a
take.

Small, slim-proÞle plugs can
also be effective in estuaries.
The IMA Calm, IMA SF 95
Slim, Megabass Cutter 90
and Illex Rolla Minnow are all
worth checking out.

QCould I use a fixed-
spool reel on a boat,

and, if yes, what would you
recommend?
Ian Tobin, via Facebook

APaul Dennis says:
The simple answer to

this question is yes, although
it depends on what style of
fishing you intend to do.

Competitive boat anglers
use fixed-spool reels all the
time because they’re simpler
to use than multiplier reels,
easier to cast and are less
problematic, allowing finer
tackle adjustments within the
confines of a boat. It must
be said, however, that many
competitions target smaller
fish in shallower water than
is the case in some types of
boat fishing, although it’s
surprising what can be landed
on well-balanced tackle.

For many light to mid-
weight species, fixed-spools
can work very well indeed,
but there are some techniques

Getting A Boat
Fishing Fix

where multipliers can work
better.

Drift fishing would be one
example, where it’s easier
for the angler to control line
from the spool to cope with
depth changes and to give line
to taking fish when using a
multiplier. However, a well-
set-up fixed-spool with a
baitrunner facility would do a
similar job.

For heavy-duty work such
as wreck fishing, or targeting
hard-pulling fish like congers
or big rays, most anglers prefer
multipliers because they’re
more robust and also have
faster retrieve rates, which is
useful in deeper water.

There are fixed-spool reels
that will cope with this sort
of fishing, but it must be said
that they do tend to be more
expensive than multipliers that
will do the same job.

Another advantage of
multipliers in this field is that
it’s possible to buy twin-speed
versions. This allows for fast

retrieves when unloaded or
when small fish are hooked,
with a slower gear ratio for
serious cranking of bigger
fish.

For heavy-duty boat work,
the Shimano D or OC reels
are well worth a look. These
have baitrunners and are also
engineered to a very high
standard.

Similarly, the Penn
Spinfisher 6500 Live Liner
has a lighter lever drag that
also allows fine adjustment.

It’s possible to spend huge
amounts of money on fixed-
spool ‘boat’ reels, but for
most UK fishing these are
possibly over-engineered,
with a great deal of
emphasis placed on the drag
system. Although they have
undoubted cranking power,
the sophisticated drags that
won’t overheat and seize up
during powerful long runs of
tropical big-game fish would
seldom be put to the test in
UK waters.
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The Right Rig
Requirements
QHow does using

specific rigs help target
different fish? Do the fish
look at them and think:
“That’s not a bass rig; I
can’t take that bait?”
Simon Richards, via
Facebook

APaul Dennis says:
There are countless

different rigs, and variations 
of them, in use in sea fishing,
but when it comes down to
it, most are general rigs and
aren’t species specifi c.

In fact, if you look at the
wide range of shore rigs,
you’ll discover that many are
designed just as much with
casting distance in mind as
bait presentation, with some,
like the pulley rig, designed

On The Right Lines For
Lure Fishing
Q I’m going to take up lure

fishing from the beach
– what’s the best breaking-
strain mono or braid to use?
Shaun Pellett, via Facebook

ASteve Neely and Ant
Glascoe say:

Steve Neely: “As with any
fishing, the thinner-diameter
line that you use, potentially
the further you can cast, but
you need a balance in respect
of strength, too.

“Most lure anglers these
days use braid reel lines
because you get a much
smaller diameter for the
breaking strain, plus it has
zero stretch, which can be
a big help when the fish are
taking the lures in a gentle
fashion as you feel the
takes earlier. It also makes 
manipulating the lure easier
because you have more direct
contact, which is a big benefit

QHave any companies
made a glow-in-the-dark

rod top section?
Luke Parfitt, via Facebook

AThere have been
experiments with this

in the past but the results
haven’t been encouraging.
The paint was found to lose
its effectiveness, and also be
prone to wearing and chipping
off the blank.

Gemini glow-in-the-dark tip
tape is a good solution if you
want to see your rod tip in the
dark. It recharges very quickly
from a torch or headlamp and
retains its glow for around 45
minutes.

It’s also very easy to apply
to rod tips, and you can use
as much or as little as you
like. It can either be spiralled
around the tip to produce a
striped effect, or used as a
solid wrap – both work well.

The tape is also very
unobtrusive for daytime use
and is easy on the wallet –
expect to pay less than £3.

to help land fish from rough-
ground marks.

There are some slight
adjustments that can be made
to standard rigs that make
them more efficient for certain
species. Good examples are 
the numerous tweaks applied
to bottom fishing rigs when
anglers are targeting sole.

This species finds its prey
mainly by feel, right on the
sea bed. Hook baits bouncing
up off the bottom or fl apping
around in the tide are not 
efficient fish catchers when
sole are the target, so anglers
may add split shot to the 
hooklengths to ensure that the
bait is on the bottom where
sole will find it. They will also
use ‘down’ rigs, with all the 
hooks positioned below the

lead, rather than having any
baits presented off the bottom 
above the lead.

Another factor that’s
involved is what the fish are
feeding on. This particularly
applies to the species you 
mention – bass.

Bass will feed at all levels, 
so a huge number of rigs
can be used to catch them. 
However, if they’re keying 
onto a certain type of prey, it’s
best to present the matching 
bait in a way that they’d

naturally expect to fi nd
that prey. This is not to say 
that they would turn down 
an easy meal if it wasn’t
presented perfectly; it’s
just that it might not draw 
as many takes as a well-
presented bait.

On the majority of 
occasions it’s not that the 
fish has inspected a rig and
rejected it that’s the problem, 
it’s that the rig is preventing 
them from fi nding the bait in
the first place.

with surface lures and
some drop fishing styles.

“To be honest I can’t
really think of any reason
for picking mono over 
braid when lure fishing.

“My preferred breaking 
strain in braid is 20lb,
although I am considering
going heavier for use with 
bigger, heavier lures like 
shads because they can
cause a bit of wear and 
tear through repeated 
casting.”

Ant Glascoe: “I use
22lb Savage Gear HD braid 
in bright yellow. It has good 
visibility for casting and is
very tough.

“In this breaking strain I can
fish for open-water bass, and it
also gives me some insurance 
as regards broken-ground 
fishing where you need a
robust line, especially for hit-
and-hold fishing for wrasse.

“It’s slim enough to cast 
well from the beach, but I 
can see the wisdom of going 
to a higher breaking strain 
and bigger diameter for very 
heavy-ground fishing. In these
situations, casting distance
usually isn’t so much of an 
issue, but having a line tough
enough to deal with kelp and 
rocks definitely is!”
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QWhat’s the best bait-
and-rig combination and

casting distance for catching
big bass?
Jacko Jones, via Facebook

A First the good news –
long casts aren’t the be-

all and end-all when targeting
big bass. Now the bad
news – big bass are elusive
creatures.

To get to specimen size
– say 10lb – a bass will
have to have avoided lots of
predators, and along the way
it may well have picked up a
few smarts that will make it
difÞcult to tempt.

However, Þsh of all sizes
have to eat, and big bass are
no different.

Within the animal kingdom,
as creatures get bigger and
older they become less agile,
less active and more inclined
to scavenge. This is as true
of bass as any other creature.
While they’ll still take a
fast-moving lure, they’re far
more likely to be caught on
a decent-sized Þsh bait, with
deadbaits perhaps having
a better record of catching
bigger bass than livebaits.

Freelining tactics are
good because big bass can
be caught quite close in.
Any man-made structure
where there may be regular
Þsh mortalities – such as
at breakwaters and piers –
provide good prospects of
producing big bass. Dead joey
mackerel or pout are good
baits, these being natural
victims of careless angling
practices. Big bass are used
to these being the easiest
meals of all.

What’s The Difference?
QWhy do different rigs

work better for the same
type of fish at different times
of the year, such as the use
of long and short snoods?
Mark Borley, via Facebook

APaul Dennis says:
Looking at hook snoods

in particular, it’s not just the 
time of year that makes a
difference, it’s also down to 
water clarity, the state of the 
tide and the size of the tide.

I’m going to be a bit cheeky
here, and ignore the fact that

you’re probably referring to
the same species on the same
venue, because the same
species on different venues can 
be very different.

Using rays as an example,
most ray anglers worth their
salt will suggest that long
hook snoods are musts, to
keep rays away from the
lead, because flopping down
on it might make a ray a bit 
uncomfortable, or cause it to 
spook off the bait, and also to 
give a ray time to take the bait
properly.

However, on venues like the 
River Mersey in Liverpool, 
the opposite is the case and
a relatively short snood is
needed when fishing for
thornback rays. This is
because of the fierce tidal
run, which sees longer snoods 
flapping up off the bottom,
putting the bait out of a ray’s
reach, which is something 
that is further complicated by
the very turbid waters of the
estuary, which render sight 
feeding all but impossible.

How your bait is going
to behave is therefore very 
important, and this is why 
small adjustments to your 
terminal tackle – the golden
last three feet – can make a big 
difference to catch levels.

This knowledge is the 
cornerstone of success for 
winning match anglers. The 
best bait in the world won’t
work if you present it in the
wrong way.

Fish feed differently on 
different baits, too, and 
presenting the bait in the way
that the fish will expect to find
it will generally be a winner.

But, doing the exact
opposite can also score. 
Everything in the ocean is out
for an easy meal, and making
it really easy for them, to
the point of the presentation
being unnatural, may actually 
increase bites – but maybe not
from your target species.

The thing to consider is
‘takeability’ – is your bait in a
position where fish can find it
and take it?

Going back to the thornback 
rays of the Mersey, a bait 
flapping about a foot or more
off the bottom is neither easily
detectable by a ray, or easily 
takeable by it – it fails on more
than one count.

However, this is not to say 
that the same bait on the same
rig wouldn’t be taken by a 
whiting or a codling, because 
both feed in different ways 
from rays, in that they’ll take 
baits presented off the bottom 
with more regularity than rays 
will.
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QWhat would be the
best form of cast for

a beginner to use when
beachcasting?
David Pulliblank, via
Facebook

APeter Thain says:
The Brighton cast

combines all the main
principles of throwing a
sinker a long way, and it’s
also a stepping stone to more
extreme casting styles. As
casts go, this has got to be the
easiest to learn, and it’s the
most energy efficient way of
throwing a bait as far as you
could ever want.

It’s an ‘off-the-ground’
cast, meaning that the lead
is placed on the beach, but
the lead placement and foot
positioning can be translated
to other styles, too, and the
knowledge that these are
important principles is key.

I use the Brighton cast
almost exclusively for
fishing, only resorting to the
pendulum cast when I need
extreme range for a specific
species or venue.

The Brighton cast can be
set up in the same way every
single time, and has no

timing problems that

Cast For All Seasons

If you have a question
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it to: TSF Answers,
Total Sea Fishing, DHP
Ltd, 1 Whittle Close,

Drayton Fields, Daventry,
Northants NN11 8RQ.
Alternatively, you can
e-mail questions to
paul.dennis@dhpub.

co.uk.
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can cause trouble with aerial
casting styles.

Laid out and performed
correctly, it only takes about 30
minutes of practice to achieve
easy long-distance casts.
It’s also ideal for areas with
limited space. You can perform
this cast anywhere you can fit
the length of the rod into.

Most people find that a
drop between the rod tip and
the lead of five to eight feet
works well with this style.
This controls the power input
and trajectory of the cast. The
longer the drop, the higher the
cast will go. Try around seven
feet as a starting point, and
adjust it as required.

Setting your feet position is
easy. Just put your feet in line
with where the rod is when
you hit the cast, and have
them a comfortable distance
apart. If you’re not sure where
this should be, start with your
feet positioned along a line
from positions 5 to 11 on an
imaginary clock face.

In order to gain maximum
power, the rod and the sinker
need to move through the
biggest arc possible during
the cast. This fact dictates the
rod’s starting position. The rod
tip must be as low as possible,

to the point of touching the
ground, and your left hand
must be as high as possible.

Where you place the sinker
will make or break the cast.
It needs to be positioned
pointing back towards the
direction of the cast, at
around 30 degrees to the right
of the rod as you look down
towards the tip.

When making the cast, set
your drop, check your stance
and swing the lead away from
you. When it comes back
under the rod, lower the tip
so that the lead lands on the
ground under and to the right
of the rod.

Alternatively, place the
sinker on the beach and walk
back, lowering the rod tip as
you go.

When in position, raise your
left hand above head height.
The higher your hand is, the
more power you’ll generate.

Lean back, transferring all
your weight onto your back
foot, making sure that the
leader is tight between the rod
and the sinker.

Now turn your head, and
look up into the sky at around
45 degrees. This is your target
for where you want the sinker
to go.

The cast starts with a
push from the right leg and
straightening of the body.
Then you pull down with
your left hand, while pushing
up and forward with your
right. The cast finishes with
the rod pointing at your
target.
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A beach shelter tends to be one of the
Þrst things to come under consideration
when shore anglers are trying to lighten
their load.

It’s true that some of them can be
unwieldy to transport when a long hike
is required, but it’s a fact that many
anglers would rather not go Þshing than
be without a beach shelter.

While a shelter can provide protection
from the elements on rough days, one is
also useful on very hot days, providing
much needed shade for anglers and
especially bait. Cool boxes and the like
function a lot better when kept out of
direct sunlight, and if you’re keeping a
few Þsh for the table then they’ll help
keep them in good condition.

No matter what the weather, a beach
shelter works brilliantly as a windshield.
As we all know, the coast is a breezy
place at the best of times, and tackling
up, baiting rigs and putting new rigs
together is much easier to do if you can
get out of the wind to do it.

Using a shelter also puts you in a
tidier frame of mind, and can reduce the
chances of losing small items of tackle.
As well as storing your tackle boxes, a
shelter is a great place to keep things dry

and a good focal point for any socialising.
Put simply, shelters represent shed

culture on the shoreline!

SIZE MATTERS
Compared with the bivvies used by carp
anglers, shore shelters are generally
small and lightweight and have relatively
compact ‘footprints’.

However, there are some very
substantial shelters on the market that
do offer more space, but this inevitably
comes at a cost in respect of extra
weight and bigger size, even when folded
down.

Larger shelters are probably worth
considering if you Þsh long sessions
on particular beach marks regularly,
whereas smaller, lighter shelters are
ideal for shorter sessions.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR
Shore Þshing beach shelters shouldn’t
be confused with standard beach or
garden shelters that can typically be
bought very cheaply. These simply won’t
do the same job or be as durable as
purpose-designed Þshing shelters.

For shore Þshing, shelters require
generous ‘skirts’. These lie ßat on the

ground so that they can be covered by
stones and shingle to prevent the shelter
from being blown away. They also help
prevent sand from being blown into the
shelter.

While some shelters offer pegging
systems, these are best used in
conjunction with skirts rather than as the
main method of securing them.

UPS AND DOWNS
Apart from considerations of size and
weight, it’s a fact that ease of putting
up, taking down and packing away of
shelters constitute important selection
criteria. It’s always worth remembering
that practice makes perfect, and the
process does get easier with time. With
this in mind it’s pretty much essential
to have a few ‘dry runs’ in the back
garden before taking one to the beach,
especially if the Þrst proper trip out
coincides with windy weather.

We rated the following shelters based
on straight-out-of-the-bag ease of
setup, rather than if it required plenty of
practice.

None of the shelters came with any
instructions in respect of
how to put them up.

BEACH SHELTERS
THIS MONTH…

T O T A L T A C K L E

S H A K E S P E A R E S A L T X T
B E A C H S H E L T E R

This shelter has a simple design with decent ßoor
space. Large base ßaps allow you to pile on plenty
of shingle or rocks to secure the shelter, and the
ßaps also feature strong ‘eyelets’ so that on the
right terrain you can use the supplied pegs to
provide extra security.

The Salt XT shelter has a wide front opening and
the mid-section has a ßat roof, allowing you to sit
inside the shelter and still have a good view of your
rods.

It’s wide enough for two adults to sit in
reasonable comfort too.

The folding legs pack down to a comfortable
110cm x 32cm x 30cm and a carry bag is supplied
to keep everything neat and tidy and make
transporting it easier.

This is one of the lightest shelters in the
selection and the fastest to put up.

SSP: £59.99

T: 01665 602771 | W: www.uk.purefishing.com
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PEGS CARRY BAG
WEIGHT: 6LB 7OZ
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I M A X S T O R M S A F E B E A C H S H E L T E R

The Imax Storm Safe has a domed shape, which
allows a touch more headroom.

The shelter is secured by piling sand or shingle
onto the base ßaps to make it stable in even the
worst of conditions. It’s quite a roomy design and
can Þt two inside at a push.

Roll-back doors provide additional protection,
while the grey-and-orange Imax colours give the
Storm Safe a distinctive look without being too
garish.

It’s a very solid shelter but surprisingly light in
weight for its size. It’s reasonably quick to set up,
but has some unique features that will beneÞt from
familiarity.

SSP: £69.98

T: 0182 759 659 | W: www.savage-gear.com

W A T E R L I N E N E R U S B E A C H S H E L T E R

The Waterline Nerus shelter is made of heavy-
duty material, which provides great protection and
insulation. In addition, the Nerus has fully closing
doors. However, this does come at a cost in respect
of the weight of the shelter.

The rear legs of the shelter are quite long, which
requires them to be pushed into sand or shingle to
add to the anchorage provided by the skirts. It also
comes with extension legs to provide even more
grip.

Having a dome ‘roof’ and being big enough to
accommodate two anglers, the Nerus is available in
two colours, red or blue. It’s a big, sturdy shelter for
the price.

It’s not the fastest to put up and it required a bit
of adjustment to get it looking reasonably tidy.

SSP: £49.98

T: 01142 2425454 | W: cgi.waterline.force9.co.uk

I A N G O L D S B I G L O O

This shelter is the big brother of the successful Ian Golds Igloo,
and, as the name suggests, it really is big.

Comfortably the biggest in this test, it’s also the heaviest by
half a pound.

The original Igloo was renowned for being generously
proportioned, but the Bigloo has two-and-a-half square metres
of ßoor space, although it is laid out in a different manner.

However, this is a very tall shelter and most adults will be able
to stand up in it.

Unlike some shelters, the Bigloo doesn’t come with a carry
bag. Instead, its skirts are secured by straps to keep the
package reasonably compact for transportation, although it
doesn’t fold down as small as the other shelters do.

The Bigloo also has a door for increased protection from
the elements, making it a good overnight choice in winter
conditions.

For its size the shelter is reasonably quick to put up, helped
by the long support poles being one-piece. However, you can’t
put it up quite as quickly as you can the original Igloo, because
with this one you have a door to contend with.

SSP: £139.99

T: 01698 355723 | W: www.sundridge.co.uk

T E R

T E R

PEGS CARRY BAG
WEIGHT: 6LB 7OZ

PEGS CARRY BAG
WEIGHT: 10LB 2OZ

PEGS CARRY BAG
WEIGHT: 10LB 10OZ
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D A I W A S A N D S T O R M B E A C H
S H E L T E R

This distinctive, bright-yellow shelter is designed to be quick
to put up.

Generous security ßaps will take lots of ballast to hold the
shelter down, and the ßaps also feature eyelets so that the
supplied pegs can be used as well.

The Sandstorm shelter is wide enough to accommodate two
adults, and a ßat roof design means that it’s easy to keep an
eye on your rods.

The lightest shelter in the selection by just 1oz, the
Sandstorm is open-fronted and doesn’t have door ßaps.

However, it packs down very small for transportation and
comes in a bright-yellow carry bag.

Very similar in design to the Shakespeare Salt shelter, this
was similarly quick to put up, losing out only by the shortest
of margins. However, The Sandstorm was assembled
before the Salt, and familiarity could have increased
speed on the Salt on what amounted to a second run.

SSP: £69.99

T: 01698 355723 | W: www.daiwasports.co.uk

F I S H E A G L E N O O K B E A C H S H E L T E R

The Nook shelter is dome shaped with a top height of Þve feet
when fully set up, folding down to four feet for transportation.

Constructed from strong waterproof nylon, it’s an open
design with no doors. The shelter comes complete with a
carry bag and pegs, while the latter can be used in addition to
the good-sized security ßaps that can be weighted down with
sand, shingle and rocks.

Designed to be quick to put up with a strong aluminium
frame, and very stable in bad weather, the Nook is available
in two colours – red and blue.

Weightwise it sits in the middle of the shelters under
review.

This shelter was a bit tricky to put up initially as it was
important to get things in sequence to do it quickly.

SSP: £49.99

T: 0141 212 8880 | W: www.fishingmegastore.com

B E A C H B U D D Y C O N V E R T I B L E

The Beach Buddy Convertible shares many of the features
of the original, and highly rated Holden Beach Buddy, but
includes some new innovations.

The Convertible has the same Beach Buddy proÞle but
now has stronger ‘shingle’ ßaps to hold it down. The dome is
detachable so the Convertible can also be used as a simple
‘windbreak’.

To make it easier to transport, the legs are now two-piece
so that it can be folded into a more compact package,
although the legs can be left connected and the shelter can
be carried in a faster-to-assemble mode.

This remains a good, solidly built shelter, tipping the scales
at 8lb 7oz but feeling lighter when stowed as a compact
package.

This shelter was slower to put up from scratch, because
the legs needed to be assembled and the dome added,
although with the legs left in assembled mode, the
process will be quicker.

SSP: £89.99

T: 01698 355723 | W: www.sundridge.co.uk
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CONTACT

Veals

T: 01275 892000

W: www.veals.co.uk

RRP: £79.99

Grauvell
Vertix Mitho 8000 Reel
If you like reels with a touch of bling about them, this
is a winner.

However, it’s not just about looks, because you get
eight ball bearings and two alloy spools – one shallow
for braid, and a deeper one for mono.

A graphite body keeps the weight down and a
stainless-steel main shaft adds strength where it’s
required. It’s excellent for the price.

Tronixpro
High-Powered
Sensor Headlight
This headlight has a brilliant
hands-free sensor that allows
you to switch it on or off with
a wave of your hand in front
of the light. It’s just the job on
cold, wet nights when you don’t
want to remove your gloves to
Þddle with switches!

The Tronixpro Sensor
headlight has a big LED bulb
providing 160 lumens of light,
with a seven-hour run time.

It runs off three AAA batteries
(not provided) and comes with
a comfortable adjustable head
strap.

CONTACT
Tronixpro

T: 01903 732567

W: www.tronixpro.com

RRP: £10

Tronixpro
Max Packs Rig Springs
With the nights drawing in, rig making
comes to the fore, and it pays to be
prepared.

Max Packs give you plenty to go
at, with really generous quantities of
components.

There are 100 rig springs to each
pack, which represent loads of long-
casting rigs, so get busy!

Tronixpro
T: 01903 732567
W: www.tronixpro.com
RRP: £5.99

GEARED

UP!

TronixproTronixpro

p056-059_TSF_09_Geared Up.indd 1 28/07/2015 15:59



TACKLEGEARED UP!

Total Sea Fishing 57

CONTACT
Angling Direct
W: www.anglingdirect.co.ukRRP: £25

Cox & Rawle
Power Fast Bait Holder
Hooks
Remember Bait Holder hooks? Well,
they’re back, and with Cox & Rawle
behind them they might just rise in
popularity again.

These Power Fast Bait Holders are
heavy-wire hooks with barbed shanks,
designed to provide extra security for
slippery baits on long casts.

But they’ll also have their uses for
boat anglers who need to keep mackerel
Þllets and the like secure on the hook.

Available in sizes 1/0 to 4/0, these
are serious hooks for big Þsh at a
bargain £2 per pack.

Fishing Matters
T: 01963 31623
W: www.fishingmatters.biz
RRP: £2 per pack

Grauvell
Shelter Tripod Light
This LED lamp might look like a
ßying saucer, but it’s designed to
light up your beach shelter.

A quick-release clip enables
you to hang it from the inside of
the shelter and the 24 LEDs
provide 60 lumens of light to
allow you to see inside your
box or bait a trace.

Alternatively, the light can be
hung from your tripod to light up
the area below.

The base of the lamp is
magnetic, allowing it to adhere to
metallic surfaces, and batteries
(4 x AA) are included.

JungleGym
Micro Offset Hooks
These ultra-Þne wire offset hooks are
ideal for light lures like mini worms,
where the weight of the hook can
adversely affect the performance of the
lure.

These red-coloured hooks are perfect
for darker-coloured baits where too much
glint might put off picky Þsh.

With big eyes for easy rigging, these
Þne-wire hooks are tougher than they
look.

Coming 10 to a pack, check them out
for light-lure work.

Bluezone Fishing
T: 01752 881 988
W: www.bluezonefishing.co.uk
RRP: £3.50

CONTACT
Veals
T: 01275 892000

W: www.veals.co.uk

RRP: £9.98

Angling Direct
Sea Essentials Pack
You get 10 cracking sea Þshing essentials in this aptly named pack from Angling Direct. It’s worth
noting that some items may be changed on availability, but you will receive top gear nevertheless.

This month’s package includes Drennan Greased Weasel shockleader, Amnesia black mono,
Sakuma Manta Extra hooks, an Ian Golds bait-thread dispenser, a Sakuma baiting needle,
Breakaway Impact Shields, Gemini Genie rig clips, Paul Kerry trace swivels, Sakuma trace crimps
and Breakaway beads. With excellent products from top brands, you can’t go wrong.
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Sidewinder
Weedless Sandeel Lures
With the hooks hidden, these lures can
be worked around lumpy ground from the
shore or a boat, keeping tackle losses to
a minimum without adversely affecting
the hook-up rate.

You get very few missed takes with
these lures because the Þsh tend to hit
them hard due to their brilliant action.

Available in 4in and 5in models with
12.5g and 20g weights respectively, they
cast well and can be Þshed at all depths.
On-the-drop tactics also work.

There’s a great colour range to these
lead-headed lures, making them great
additions to a soft-lure arsenal.

Kiddy
T: 01803 293999
W: www.kiddywholesale.co.uk
SSP: £5.99

Sidewinder
Super Shad Lures
Available in proven, popular colours, the shads in these packs
have generous paddletails to provide Þsh-attracting action.
They’re weighted, and mounted on top-quality Mustad hooks
for great Þsh-catching durability.

The packs are ‘The Cod Squad’, comprising three 5in 43g
lures in orange, pink and rhubarb-and-custard colours, and
‘The Bass Pack’, consisting of four 4in 25g lures in white,
natural, glitter and blue.

Expect to catch pollack on these beauties as well.

Sidewinder
Super Shad Lures
Available in proven, popular colours, the shads in these packs
have generous paddletails to provide Þsh-attracting action.

CONTACTKIddy
T: 01803 293999W: www.kiddywholesale.co.ukSSP: £5.99

JungleGym
Move Stoppers
A lot of grip stoppers are a bit on
the big size in respect of light lines
and delicate presentation, but the
Move Stoppers are much Þner, with
a system designed for threading
the small rubber stoppers onto your
line.

Ideal for use with sinker systems,
they can be adjusted to be locked
into place above the lead to prevent
the weight from sliding on the trace.

They offer superior presentation
for light rock Þshing (LRF) setups,
but can also be used for sliding-ßoat
setups and dropshotting.

You get 30 to a pack in small (3lb
to 10lb line), medium (8lb to 18lb
line) and large (16lb to 30lb line).

CONTACT
Bluezone Fishing

T: 01752 881 988

W: www.bluezonefishing.

co.uk

RRP: £3.50

CONTACT
Fladen
T: 01305 821111

W: www.fladenfishing.org.uk

RRP: £5.99

Fladen
Confidence Bleak
Lure
This is a shallow-diving plug
with a fast ‘wiggle’ action.
At 18g it’ll cast a decent
distance, and it has bearings
in rattle chambers for added
attraction.

It comes in some
interesting colours, too.

That shallow dive is only a
metre and a half, so it’s really
in the zone if bass are up and
looking.
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Grauvell
Kool Bag
This is a functional piece of kit that comes at a great price.

This bag is ideal for transporting bait and keeping it in good
condition, especially if a couple of freezer blocks are added.
You can be even more clever and add a bottle of frozen water or
squash instead of the freezer block, then you get a drink as well.

The bag is a decent size and has quality zips – it’s ideal for
beach or boat.

HTO
Tiny Fish Lures
Like the Þlm ‘Snakes On A ‘Plane’, it’s
tempting to pose the question: “Tiny
Fish, what are they all about?”

Well there are no surprises here.
These incredibly lifelike lures should
be big hits with anglers and predators
alike.

Light rock Þshing (LRF), dropshotting
or light Texas rigging will bring the best
out of these lures that are worth their
place in your kit for when the whitebait
are in.

Coming six to a pack, these are
splendid little lures.

Tronixpro
T: 01903 732567
W: www.tronixpro.com
RRP: £2.99

Shakespeare
Agility 15ft Surf Rod
As with all the rods in Shakespeare’s Agility range, you get
outstanding quality and value for money.

With most long rods your Þrst thoughts would probably be:
“Continental, clean beaches, ßatties,” but in this case you’d be
wrong. This three-piece looks to have plenty of poke, while having a
reasonably sensitive tip that will provide good bite indication without
folding over on the cast. With it rated at 4oz to 8oz, you should be
able to generate plenty of distance with a simple overhead thump,
then, if your luck is in, bend into some decent Þsh with conÞdence.

The rod is nicely Þnished in an understated style, with an ‘up-the-
blank’ reel position for Þxed-spools, and a quality reel Þtting and
non-slip slim handle. The rings are zirconium oxide and should last
well. All told, this is an
impressive piece of kit for
the price.

CONTACT
Pure Fishing

T: 01665 602771

W: www.uk.purefishing.com

SSP: £89.99

CONTACTVeals
T: 01275 892000W: www.veals.co.ukRRP: £9.98

Lifesystems 
Waterproof First Aid Kit
Not many anglers carry Þrst aid kits, but
perhaps more should, and, given the
nature of our sport, a waterproof one
would be ideal.

This comprehensive kit is neat and
tidy and comes in a waterproof bag,
which is red in colour and easily spotted.

There’s not enough space to list all
the contents here, but rest assured
that there’s everything from tweezers to
paracetamols, with all kinds of bandages
and plasters, plus scissors, swabs and
even plastic gloves.

A great kit for shore or boat anglers,
it’s light in weight and packs up small.

Leeda
T: 01908 442950
W: www.Leeda.co.uk
RRP: £22.99

L f tLif t
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OPEN WEEKEND!

Over the three-day event,
the GAC puts on its fishing
extravaganza at its massive
30,000 sq ft store, and dedicated
anglers travel from all over the
UK and abroad to pick up some
of the thousands of extra-special
bargains on offer, receive free
advice from the people in the
know or simply to rub shoulders
with their angling heroes like
Matt Hayes, Paul Young, Hywel
Morgan, Davie McPhail, Ian
Gordon and many more!

Every major brand in the
tackle industry will be there, too,
showing off their latest products,
while their representatives will
be on hand to answer all of your
questions on how to get the best
out of your gear!

You can easily spend a whole
day in the store, with easy FREE
parking for hundreds of cars,
toilets, seating, onsite catering
and refreshments to keep you
going – and so much to see and
do!

ALL AT SEA
As most sea anglers know,
GAC has long been one of
the country’s top sea-tackle
retailers, and this event will
host a great line-up of brands
from the shore and boat
angling scene, such as
Tronixpro, Daiwa,
LYNX, Abu, Penn,
Shimano and
Cox & Rawle,
while top anglers
like George
Cunningham,
Mike Thrussell,
Stevie Souter, Billy
Buckley, Paul Fenech and
Jake Schogler will be on hand
to provide advice and share
tips on the latest trends in sea
angling, including workshops
on baits, rig building and, of
course, light rock fishing (LRF) –
the hottest sector in sea fishing
that has become massively
popular in the UK over the last
few years!

THE LURE OF FISHING
Lure fishing in the UK has seen
a huge increase in popularity in
recent years. Well GAC will have
representatives from all the key
brands in lure angling, such as

Danny Parkins and Anthony
Glascoe from Savage

Gear, Neil Smith from
Fox, Sam Edmonds

from Abu and
Rapala, and many
more, providing
help and advice

for anglers of all
levels.
With one of the

biggest ranges of lures
and predator fishing gear on
display in the UK and some
exciting new products being
launched for the first time, you
won’t want to miss this!

See the latest sea fishing lures
in action in one of two huge lure
tanks and be the first to see some
unique products being shown
and sold for the first time!

GREAT DEALS
GAC is well known for its year-
round deals on the best brands
in fishing, but this September’s
Open Weekend Event will
launch the store’s biggest end-
of-season clearance yet, with
hundreds of items reduced to
half price or less!

If you’ve previously visited one
of these events then you’ll know
that GAC always goes that little
bit further for customers who
attend, with thousands of prices
slashed in every department.
On top of all the weekend-only
super-deals on offer, though,
you’ll even receive £5 credit on
your account for every £50 that
you spend at the tills!

And, don’t forget, you can
even pick up a no-purchase-
necessary FREEBIE just by
pre-registering your attendance
online prior to the event using
the link on the store’s website –
check out the GAC blog for more
details!

Glasgow Angling Centre will host another fantastic Open Weekend this year – and this
one is guaranteed to be the biggest and best yet, with more to see than ever before!

OPEN
25TH TO 27TH

SEPTEMBER
2015

DON’T MISS THE

SUPER
SAVINGS AND

BARGAINS
GALORE ALL
WEEKEND!
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ANGLER
PROFILE
Name: Mike
Thrussell
Age: 60
From: Anglesey,
Wales
Occupation:
Tackle consultant
with Pure Fishing,
angling writer and
photographer

Pure Fishing’s Mike
Thrussell is one of
the most respected
all-round sea
anglers in the
British Isles, and
one of the most
approachable.
His knowledge is
second to none,
and he’s the ‘go to’
man for advice on
rigs, knots, tackle
and all things
fishing. There aren’t
many areas around
the coast that Mike
hasn’t fished, and
with a lifetime
British species
count of 110
different species,
whatever you want
to catch, Mike will
be happy to share
his knowledge.

REAP THE REWARDS
The store will also be giving away
its very popular GAC Customer
Reward Card to shoppers,
saving recipients the usual £5
subscription fee and introducing
the extra benefits that
membership brings. Sign up for
your card at the Open Weekend
and join the tens of thousands of
loyal customers who are already
collecting points right away – it
takes less than a minute!

For more details, visit
www. fishingmegastore.com.

STAYING SAFE
The RNLI Scotland Sea Safety Unit
will be in attendance to carry out
FREE life jacket checks for anyone
who brings theirs along, as well
as providing advice on how to
keep safe while on or near water
whether you’re fishing or not.

GIRLS FISH TOO
The girls from Ladies Fishing will
also be in the store, promoting
women’s angling – a fast-growing
movement within the sport.

IT’S ALL ARRANGED
Rangers from Loch Lomond and
the Trossachs National Park will
be on site, too, informing and
educating on the fishing and
other outdoor activities that are
available in the 720 square miles

of the park, which is less than an
hour’s drive away for more than
half of Scotland’s population.

WE’RE HERE ALL YEAR
But don’t worry if you can’t make
this event, because the centre
is open seven days a week, so
you can drop in at any time.
Alternatively, you can order by
phone using the NEW HOTLINE
NUMBER, 0141 212 8880, or
even visit the easy-to-use website
at www.fishingmegastore.com.
GAC also operates a bustling,
multi-award-winning mail-order
department, which sends out
hundreds of parcels every day
to customers all over the world,
and provides valuable advice to
anglers who aren’t within striking
distance of the store. This busy
service is backed up by two
huge warehouses, which are
both stuffed to the rafters with
stock to keep both shop and
mail-order customers constantly
supplied. Alternatively you can
‘sign up’, either on the website or
by telephone, for a FREE bumper
244-page catalogue, which
includes a bonus SALE booklet,
which will be delivered direct
to your door, or you can even
connect with GAC on Facebook
and Twitter, where you’ll be kept
up to date with the latest news,
gear and deals in fishing.

Glasgow Angling Centre is just two minutes
drive from Junction 16 of Glasgow’s M8
motorway, at Unit 1, 29 Saracen Street,
Glasgow G22 5HT. It has a huge car park and
is also easily accessed via public transport – just
contact them and the guys will tell you how
best to get there.

GETTING THERE

But it’s not all about
buying nice new fishing
gear – there’s always
lots to see and do over
the three days of a GAC
Open Weekend! Bringing
newcomers into the
sport of angling is very
important to the team
at GAC, and getting
people – and especially
kids – the right start in
angling is a huge part of
the event.

Angling charity Get
Hooked On Fishing will
be running FREE coarse
fishing taster sessions
for kids on the nearby
canal basin. These are
always very popular so
make sure that you book
your places in advance –
again, check out the GAC
blog for
more
details!

GETTING
STARTED
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BOAT BIG-LURE TACTICS

STUNG
AGAIN!
Paul Dennis looked on as Robin Howard did his 
damnedest to make a method work.

The late, great W C
Fields is reported to
have said: “If at first
you don’t succeed, 

try, try again. Then quit. No 
use being a damn fool about
it.”

That’s not bad advice in 
the normal run of things, but
it’s advice that’s studiously 
ignored by many anglers.

In fact, I recently
witnessed just that in action,
when I went out on a boat
trip with Robin Howard.

Robin is a top angling
guide, and one of the things
that I like about him is his
willingness to try to make
things happen, to impose his
will, to make his methods
work, and in doing so open
up some new ways of
thinking and fishing.

It was his promise
of “trying to make
something different 
work” that prompted me
to join him and two of his
‘guests’, Sarah Perrin and
Andy Kemp, on a boat

trip out of Eastbourne.
Robin had managed to

wangle a couple of spots 
aboard Steve Bradshaw’s
boat Deep Blue, and the
chance to see one of the 
top skippers in action was
another factor in my joining
the party.

Had those elements not
been in place I wouldn’t
have gone, because there
promised to be a strong
element of cod fishing about
the trip, and, to be honest, I 
was feeling a bit ‘codded out’ 
after recent jaunts.

This promised to be a bit 
different: shallowish bank 
fishing, with the chance

for Robin to try 
something that

was outside
‘the norm’.

Steve’s
crewman,
Malc
Payne, was
expecting a
busy trip,

and

instructed everyone to rig up
with 40lb leaders.

This caused a bit of a
flutter, because, along with
most of the anglers aboard,
I like to use 20lb line at 
the sharp end. However,
we all did as we were told, 
and peace and harmony 
descended.

As well as Andy, Sarah and 
Robin, our crew consisted of
Kevin Philips, Alan and John 
Cusden and Colin Enderson, 
plus yours truly.

Sarah and Robin tackled
up with some mighty 
Cinnetic 7kg Heavy Lift
rods, which he’d sourced 
on his most recent trip to 
Fuerteventura. These 13ft 
rods are guaranteed to dead 
lift 7kg – well above 12lb-
class rods then! Robin was 
sure that they’d be up to the 
job.

The rods were teamed up 
with braid-loaded fixed-spool
reels, with the intention
being to present very heavy 
lures without any extra lead.

I’ve got to say that right 
from the start this
seemed to be a bit of a
controversial move.
The top advice

was to fish
small lures,

and it was
obvious that this 

wasn’t going to 
be possible on 

those long
rods. In 
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Andy Kemp adds to his 
species tally with this
colourful red gurnard.
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point of fact, the lures
weren’t just big, they were 
enormous! Big 85g Westin 
Slim Jim lures were what 
Robin had in mind, and, 
with them being more

suited to Norway than
the English Channel,
it was going to be
interesting to see if
they would draw any 
takes at all.

The answer
wasn’t long in 
coming, as Robin 

was one of the
first to land a fish.

But that was only the 
start of what turned 

out to be an interesting 
day, with frustration and 
delight dished out in equal 
measure.

The lures obviously 
worked well, but the main 
single hook looked way too 
heavy and coarse. It would 
have been fine for monster
coalies, cod and halibut, 
but for smaller fish it just
didn’t have the penetration 
power, or the placement to 
provide enough hook-ups.

Time and again Robin
had fish on, then almost as
soon lost them.

“I think that the fish are
levering themselves off the 
hook due to the size of the 
lure,” said Robin. 

The answer was to
obviously deploy the
‘stinger treble hook’ that
came with the lure, but
losses were still higher 

than fish landed, and Robin
was forced to bend to the 
task of getting the rig spot 
on.

After a lot of tinkering 
with the length of the 
stinger trace and the
position of the hook, the 
ideal solution was found. 
Instead of allowing the 
stinger to fly free, it was
nipped lightly into the belly 
of the lure, only springing 
free once a fish had grabbed
it as it attacked the lure.

With the long, powerful
rods playing their part, it 
looked as though Robin 
had hit on a very interesting 
alternative method of
catching cod and pollack. 
However, a lot of the 
method’s success was 
also down to some canny 
skippering by Steve and 
some pretty obliging crew 
members.

One thing that I’ve learnt 
is that a top skipper can set 
up drifts to the benefi t of
the whole boat; it’s a skill 
that’s pretty hard won and is
only gained by experience. 
It’s no wonder that the ones 
capable of doing so are the
most highly regarded and 
deservedly popular.

Thanks to Steve’s efforts 
there were plenty of fi sh
coming aboard, with some
nice ones among them, 
but not of the high average 
stamp that he’d hoped for.

“I was expecting a lot
more double-fi gure fish than

The big Slim Jim
lures are irresistible.

Robin is straight into
Þsh using a long rod and

single-lure tactics.
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are showing today. These 
seem to be a bit on the small
side,” he grumbled.

At one point I had high
hopes of landing something
that would really have been
a talking point. Hopping
the lure along the bottom
it was suddenly stopped
with a solid thump. Snag?
No, there was head-shaking
movement, but whatever it
was that I’d hooked, it didn’t
want to come up off the 
bottom.

The 12lb-class rod that I
was using bent into a hoop
and I had to pump the rod
to get the fish moving. It was
tough work, with the fish
bumping hard and trying to
hold deep.

Pollack? Maybe not; there
were no crash dives, but,
then again, I hadn’t got it 
that far up in the water yet.

With big thanks to Colin,
Kevin and Alan I was able to
move to the stern of the boat
to play the fish out of the
way of the other rods. It was
pretty hard, unyielding work,
and through it I was hoping
for two things: one, that I
wouldn’t lose the fi sh, and
two, that it wasn’t a modest 
specimen foul hooked.

In the end it proved to be
the latter, a pretty modest 
cod hooked amidships
and providing monstrous
resistance as it came up
sideways, while every
movement of its body
provided a great impression
of the head-shaking thump
of a big fish.

The plus point was that
we landed the fish; if it had
escaped there would have
been plenty of speculation
over the likely size, species
and the like. As it was, we all
knew the truth, and, unlike
Robin’s lure, there was no 
sting in the tail, or in this
case, tale.

As well as getting the Slim
Jim to do its work, Robin
was constantly helping out
Sarah and Andy, with the 
latter taking to lure fishing
very well, landing some of
the best cod to come to the
boat.

Robin’s gigantic lure apart, 

Andy also lands
some of the best
cod of the day.
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it was definitely a day for the
smaller offerings, with lures 
of four inches or less the
most consistent catchers. But
why did that big Slim Jim
do the business? Was it just 
that it was too big to ignore?
Maybe it was the curly tail
on the lure rather than a
paddletail?

Word at sea is that there’s
a bit of a revival in the use
of jellyworms and twintails
at the moment, and it begs
the question as to why they
fell from favour in the first
place. Maybe it’s because 
the paddletail lures are just
too good, but I think one
of the differences is that 
the majority of paddletails
and eels have some sort of
in-built weighting system,
which makes them less
prone to tangles.

The classic jellyworms and
twintails are unweighted
and require a bit more
sophistication in their use

to get the best out of them,
but it’s still worth having 
a few in the box for the
days when the current
favourites aren’t working so 
well. They’ve got a different 
action and a different 
profile and it’s always good
to have an alternative plan.

I tried to change things 
with a bit of jigging, but 
one drift with not a single
offer while fish were still
coming aboard showed
that the fish weren’t totally
suicidal.

Having got among some
cod, I had hopes that our
second option of the day
– drifting for turbot and
brill – might be taken up.
But, as things turned out, a
freshening wind put paid to
that opportunity.

“We just won’t be able to
set the drift up to put you in
with a chance of catching in
this breeze, so we’ll have to
stick with this,” said Steve,

adding mischievously: “If 
you’d pulled your fingers
out and caught more cod
earlier, we could’ve had a 
go for turbot before the
wind got up.”

It wasn’t too much of a 
hardship, there were just
enough decent pollack
showing among the cod to
add a bit of variety, and, 
along with the inevitable 
pout, Andy added a 
new species for himself 
with a red gurnard. Alan
added to the mix with a 
small ling, raising hopes
that we might find a few
more, but unfortunately it 
turned out to be a loner.

One plus point on this 
trip was that because
of the depth we were
actually able to put plenty
of the fish back alive;
not something that you
normally associate with
cod and pollack fi shing.

Just how breezy it had 
become was clear on the 
trip back to port; it was 
only when very close 
inshore that the boat was
stable enough for Malc to
even attempt to gut some
of the catch without being
in danger of losing his
fingers, or worse.

All in all, though, it was
a good day out in the best 
of company, and with 
plenty of fish on the boat.

I feel thoroughly codded out 
now – what a contrast with 
last year when cod fi shing
was pretty hard work on
the lures and there was no 
guarantee of fish.

The cod are clearly feeding 
hard right now and it’s to be 
hoped that there’ll be plenty 
left for the winter. They’ll 
really be worth catching and 
shore anglers could perhaps 
see fish of a stamp that they
haven’t enjoyed for some 
years.

Now I can’t wait to have 
a dart at some other species
on other methods. In fact, 
I feel a bit of a species hunt 
looming. It just adds a lot 
of interest if you’re using 
methods likely to attract 
different species. Inevitably 
that means bait, and also 
flexibility of approach, but
also quite a bit more tackle 
and a crew and skipper of 
the same mind if doing it 
afloat.

Still, it keeps it interesting,
and to me that’s what it’s all 
about.

Kevin Philips bends
into a decent cod.

Sarah Perrin has one
of the Þrst pollack to

fall to the boat.

A surprise 
ling for Alan 
Cusden.
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First off I’m going to
mention what I look for
in boat rods in general.

I’m a huge fan of the
modern ‘tippy’ designs that
provide great bite indication,
leading swiftly into some
serious grunt when playing Þsh.
But, and to me, personally, this
is very important, the rod has
to have that bit of extra length
that many of today’s top-range
boat rods seem to offer.

It’s that extra length that
allows the rod to have a bit
of tip action, and it inevitably
leads to more fun when playing
Þsh.

If you simply want to get Þsh
out quickly, a shorter rod is
more efÞcient and better for
hit-and-hold using very beefy
terminal tackle. But a longer
rod allows you to Þsh with
lighter hooklengths because

you have a bit more margin
for error. The longer rod also
allows you to use longer
leaders as well, which can
bring extra Þsh on tough days.

With those prejudices in
mind, I was delighted to see
that Snowbee’s new range of
Deep Blue boat rods included
an example of this longer
genre.

The rod in question is the
Deep Blue titanium ‘Skad’
20lb-class boat rod, and it’s an
8ft 3in two-piece.

Now, the name hints at
wrecks and lures and pollack
and cod, and doubtless this
rod will be brilliant in those
situations, but in my opinion
this is selling the rod very short
indeed.

The 20lb-class of rods –
and Snowbee’s are always
rigorously tested to IGFA

standards, so if it says 20lb,
it IS 20lb – are the great all-
rounders of the boat Þshing
game. If you had to pick only
one rod for a day’s general
Þshing, the 20lb-class is the
go-to size. It allows you to use
the sort of leads required for
big spring tides under most
circumstances, while having
enough action to make playing
Þsh enjoyable.

Short of big wreck congers,
or tide-rip specimen blonde
rays, a good 20lb-class rod will
cope with it.

It’s not so much about the
size of the Þsh, as the amount
of lead needed to present the
bait to them, and, as a bit of a
rule of thumb, a rod will usually
cope with 1oz of lead per 1lb
of rating, meaning that 12lb-
class rods will cope with 12oz
of lead, and so on.

I took the Skad rod out on a
general Þshing day, where new
ground was being prospected
in the hope of Þnding some
decent turbot and brill grounds.
I knew it would have to cope
with a wide range of leads
during the day, and I also knew
that it would be a good test of
its bite-detection capabilities.

While putting the rod
together on the boat, it
attracted a lot of admiring
glances, and there was no
shortage of crew members
wanting to give it a wiggle.

The Skad is a two-piece rod,
with the whole blank now Þtting
into the handle. This gives a
great action to the rod, with no
ßat spots.

ALPS solid titanium guides
feature on the rod, with the
ring-locked zirconium inners
making the rod braid friendly.

Deep Blue Titanium Skad
20lb-Class Boat Rod

Paul Dennis put Snowbee’s new offering through a good workout.

Snowbee
ON TEST DEEP BLUE TITANIUM SKAD 20LB-CLASS BOAT ROD
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The main blank Þtted nicely
into the handle, with enough
room to cope with wear during
the rod’s life, while the screw
reel Þtting is functional rather
than ßashy.

As the rod’s name
suggests, it’s Þnished in
a lovely dark blue and it
certainly looked the business
– but could it deliver?

The Þrst drifts of the day
are always a bit of a learning
experience in respect of what
leads you need to use. In our
case it was a case of tangles
galore early doors as our
guesstimates proved way too
light.

So it was that I found
myself loading the 20lb-class
Skad with just over 1lb of lead
in order to Þsh a fast-moving
drift. The rod took it in its
stride without creaking or

complaining, and I was able
to feel every contour of the
bottom as the tackle worked
the ground.

Fish were in short supply
early doors, but I was
conÞdent that if any enquiries
did come, I would know about
them.

As you might expect, it was
small whiting and dogÞsh that
provided early bite-detection
tests, and the rod coped well.

Later in the day, following
several moves to different
marks, the Skad showed
its very subtle side by
transmitting the rattles of
plaice up through the braid.
When the Þsh took hold,
it obviously played them
effortlessly, but with enough
action to allow them a bit of a
chance to show their paces.

For maximum fun when

plaice Þshing, you wouldn’t
choose the Skad, but it did
show that it would not just
cope but would be a pleasure
to use.

For bream or bass it would
also be Þne. Again, it wouldn’t
be the Þrst choice if you
wanted to specialise in those
species, but on one of those
days when plans can change
at the drop of a hat, the Skad
will do the job, and in some
style too.

For rays at anchor,
smoothhounds, spurdogs and
tope, this 20lb-class rod is a
very good choice.

It’s a great all-rounder and
I haven’t yet mentioned what
it’s expressly designed for!

Wrecking with lures is
where the Skad excels.

I’m a big fan of 12lb-class
rods for this kind of Þshing,

but I’m aware that I’m pushing
the boundaries in respect of
having to use lighter leads than
is ideal at some states of the
tide.

The 20lb-class Skad
allows you to comply with the
skipper’s suggestions while
still enjoying the experience
of playing whatever comes
along. Even 4lb or 5lb cod and
pollack will put a decent bend
in the rod, and in no small
way thanks to that bit of extra
length, while there are times
when a bit more muscle is also
very handy to have, to prevent
Þsh from reaching wreck
structure.

At £195 this rod represents
a serious investment that I
realise may be beyond some
anglers, but you are, literally,
getting a lot of rod for your
money.

CONTACT
Snowbee

T: 01752 334933

W: www.snowbee.c
o.uk

SSP: £195

ON TESTDEEP BLUE TITANIUM SKAD 20LB-CLASS BOAT ROD
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All our products are available from any of our uk stores 
Barnsley, Doncaster, Manchester, Rotherham, Sheffield, Sunderland, Hull

Over  16,500  Products  Available  Online
www.fishingrepublic.co.uk

The Uk’s No.1 fishing tackle retailer

UK’S 
BEST 
PRICE

EVP2 BOAT 6FT

Daiwa AG5000AB: Size, function and rugged reliability are the order of the 
day for the AG reels. The 6000 is ideal for distance work and will crank 
111cm of line back with one handle turn. Each model is furnished with 
an ABS aluminium spool and Twistbuster. FEATURES ABS aluminium spool 
Twistbuster High crank rate & D Surf 12ft: Features: Carbon composite 
Lined guides 4-8oz casting weight DPS style reel seat 3 piece construction 

TRIO REX SALT
IMAX COAST CHEST 
NEOPRENE WADERS

£99.99 £99.99
RRP £159.99 RRP £119.99TX560FD

SHIMANO ULTEGRA 
XSC 10000

                  D BOAT & 
SEALINE LW30HL

DAIWA SEA HUNTER X & 
SEALINE POWERMESH 
SL20SH

£99.99£99.99£99.99£99.99

12FT COMBO RRP £85 FR PRICE £59.99
13FT COMBO RRP £90 FR PRICE £64.99

12FT COMBO RRP £230 FR PRICE £129.99
13FT COMBO RRP £235 FR PRICE £139.99

11FT COMBO RRP £80 FR PRICE £49.99 10FT COMBO RRP £80 FR PRICE £34.99

6FT COMBO RRP £145 FR PRICE £84.99 RRP £299.99 FR PRICE £124.99

RRP £99.99 FR PRICE £79.99 RRP £19.99 FR PRICE £9.99

D SURF & BF LONGCAST

D BASS & BF LONCAST
Daiwa AG5000AB: Size, function and rugged reliability are the order of the 
day for the AG reels. The 6000 is ideal for distance work and will crank 
111cm of line back with one handle turn. Each model is furnished with 
an ABS aluminium spool and Twistbuster. FEATURES ABS aluminium spool 
Twistbuster High crank rate & D Sea Bass: The new D - Series from Daiwa 
combines both quality fishing rods with unbeatable prices. The Bass rod 
comes in three pieces has a casting weight of 2 - 4oz. a fixed reel seat 
and duplon grips. 

DAIWA SEA HUNTER X & DAIWA SEA HUNTER X & 
SEALINE POWERMESH SEALINE POWERMESH 

DAIWA SEA HUNTER X 
MACKEREL & 
SWEEPFIRE E 2500 AG

• Rugged, corrosion-proof frame
• 2 Bearing System (1BB, 1RB)
• Oversize line guide aperture
• Over 15 pound drag max
• Fast 6.1 to 1 gear ratio
• Power Handle with oversize grip 

Rugged corrosion proof frame combined 
with level wind make them perfect for UK 
down tide work. Each model will swiftly 
crank up to 2’ per handle turn and hand 
out over 15lbs of drag when asked.

FR PRICE £124.99

The Shimano Ultegra 10000 XSC is a lovely 
beachcating fixed spool and makes a good 
choice if you are after a high performance 
reel to cope with all round beach fishing.

FR PRICE £79.99

The 3 equal section 15’ Squadron Surf is built for use with a 
fixed spool reel. The 24T carbon blank has a progressive action 
which gives easy long casting performance. The rod is finished 
with lined LTS guides, DPS screw winch and duplon grips. 

UK’S BEST PRICE

SQUADRON SURF 15FT

HALF
PRICE

• Light weight - Composite Boat rods
• Japanese EVA handle
• FPS graphite reel seat
• High Quality guides
• Gimbal at butt

• Length: 6ft / 180 cm
• Casting Weight: 20 to 30 Lb class
• Sections: 2
• Weight: 325 grams
• Transport Weight: 96 cm



COMPETITION
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THE REEL DEAL FOR SHORE FISHING!

JUST CALL THIS NUMBERHOW TO ENTER
09012 932306
AND ANSWER THIS SIMPLE QUESTION CORRECTLY...

How much line does the Penn 535 Mag 2 winch in for each turn of the handle?
A: 32in        B: 42in   C: 52in

Alternatively, you can send your answer on a postcard to: The Blue Yonder – Penn 535 Competition, Total Sea Fishing, 1 Whittle 
Close, Drayton Fields, Daventry, Northants NN11 8RQ.

CONDITIONS
The competition will run from noon on August 14th, 2015. Calls cost £1 plus your phone company’s access charge.
Please obtain permission from whoever pays your phone bill. Winners will be selected at random from all correct entries received by noon on September 11th, 2015.
The editor’s decision is fi nal and no correspondence will be entered into.

In the blue corner we have the Abu 
Ambassadeur 6500 Blue Yonder – 
surely one of the ultimate casting 
machines. Swedish made, it will really 
go the distance! For clear-ground work 
its distance-casting pedigree provides 
you with every advantage, with magnetic 
control making it easy to use. There’s 
loads of fast-cranking power, too, 
meaning that you can have a bait back 

in the water in double-quick time.
In the gold corner we have the Penn 

535 Mag 2 – ready to rumble on the 
roughest marks in the toughest of 
conditions. Rays, cod, congers or tope 
represent no problem – they’ll only 
swim one way when you start cranking 
this powerhouse. It’s got Penn’s superb 
magnetic casting control, too, so you 
can wind up a big one with conÞ dence. 

Hauling in 42 inches of line for each turn 
of the handle, it’s also fast enough to 
keep big Þ sh out of those kelp beds.

These two reels are rated among 
the best at what they do, meaning that 
whichever species you’re targeting, and 
whatever marks you’re tackling, you can 
come out on top.

Thanks to our easy-to-enter 
competition you can win them both!

ABU GARCIA AMBASSADEUR 
6500 BLUE YONDER

& PENN 535 MAG 2 REELS
WIN

Worth £360!

What a prize for hardcore 
shore anglers – two of the 
highest-rated multiplier reels 
on the market – and one 
lucky TSF reader can win 
them both!

p069_TSF_09_ Comp.indd   1 27/07/2015   10:52



CASTING HITTING THE HORIZON

70 www.totalseamagazine.com

East Coast Casting Club
DrifÞeld, East Yorkshire – June 7th
The 14 casters saw a good start to the day, with good conditions. It was
generally sunny, with a west-northwesterly wind of between 10mph and
25mph, although the conditions became less favourable as the day warmed
up. Well done to all those with PBs.

Caster 125g 150g 175g

Mike Grant 282-1-08 272-2-09

Jim Bean 278-0-04 258-0-02
Ian Render 258-1-06
Andy Champkin 244-0-03

Dave Kay 236-0-05

Lee Barrow 232-2-11

Steve Cooper (OTG) 228-0-04

Tony Ward 213-1-07

Gaz Howard 212-2-07

Steve Lemm (B) 211-2-05

Matt Riggs 165-0-09

Gordon Allen 127-0-08

Distances in yards, feet and inches

Sussex Casting Club
Steyning, West Sussex – June 7th
This was Marco’s last day running the Sussex Casting Club – thanks for all your
hard work Marco.

Caster 100g 125g 150g 175g

Jason Carter 245.00 256.20 247.10

Danny Stone 237.60 232.68 220.10

Garry Dickerson 232.53 232.65

Darren Brooks 227.54 224.93

Martin Osborne 222.79 218.63

Neil Jones 222.62 213.14

Paul Macintyre 215.30 219.20 217.14

Marco Marsiglia 217.50 211.10

Kim Tester 205.97

Dennis Retter 202.45 205.45

Howard Bishop 165.10 180.20

Distances in metres

Suffolk Sportscast
Purdis Farm, Ipswich, Suffolk – June 7th
The 23 casters arrived to Þnd a northwesterly breeze of between 2mph and
6mph on a hot, sunny day with high pressure (1,033mb). Well done to Duane
on winning the day and to Mark on his PB.

Another great day was had at Ipswich, with plenty of laughs.
Caster 100g 125g 150g 175g
Duane Lockwood (B) 231.03 243.12 234.40
Steve Boyt (OTG) 214.98 232.85 237.59 231.20
Lee Caley 232.50 222.85 211.90
Lee Adams 226.55
Chris Cannell 219.40 222.90
Ricky Nash 206.86 219.82 216.77
Warren Jarvis 219.10
Craig Buy (B) 215.98 218.75 212.55
Paul Dawes 218.50
Andy Miller 213.54 202.96
Adam Jennings (OTG) 205.80
Mark Peters 199.60
Paul Mayhew 199.00 191.00
Ron Archer 193.59 195.76
Dave Venables 175.50
Alan Miller (OTG) 167.00
Dan Lockwood 153.00
Caster 300g
Craig Buy (B) 181.50
Juniors 75g 100g
Thomas Boyt (F/S – OTG) 129.00
Thomas Boyt (OTG) 110.00
Jake Mayhew (OTG) 93.00
Distances in metres

Duane Lockwood won 
again at Ipswich.

Hitting The

Sussex Casting Club

Horizon
Sussex Casting lub
Steyning, West Sussex – June 7th
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Andy Miller brings
you all the national
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tournament casting
results.
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KEY
Assume all casts are
pendulum style unless
stated B (for back cast) or
OTG (for off-the-ground)
F/S = Fixed spool
PBs in bold
Court records in bold and
underlined
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ICFI World Cup
Calais, France – June 27th and 28th
This was the inaugural event from a new casting body for world casting, ICFI
(International Casting Federation Independent), hosted and run by Olivier
Folcke, the driver behind the new organisation.

The overall winner was decided by the total distance cast over the two
weights.

Caster Nation 125g 150g Total
Owan Moyle England 254.32 254.47 508.79
Andy Copping England 257.77 251.00 508.77
Danny Moeskops Belgium 248.99 256.74 505.73
Jay Lee England 246.20 245.82 492.02
Kris Van Cauwenberghe Belgium 246.23 241.61 487.84
Duane Lockwood England 247.90 237.57 485.47
Adam Slack England 242.37 238.49 480.86
Lee Adams England 242.66 237.69 480.35
Olivier Folcke France 247.40 231.68 479.08
Christophe Fisher Germany 250.96 227.72 478.68
Steven Swales England 242.81 234.13 476.94
Steve Boyt England 235.15 235.59 470.74
Wesley Lagaisse Belgium 237.73 229.75 467.48
Didier Laroy Belgium 234.90 228.11 463.01
Merion Pritchard Wales 236.0 222.65 458.65
Erik Opdebeck Belgium 232.70 223.50 456.20
Michel Legrand France 226.08 228.73 454.81
Geoffrey Gorissen Belgium 230.08 222.42 452.50
Alain Campion France 223.33 222.98 446.31
Darren Brooks England 223.23 220.65 443.88
Dirk Christiansen Germany 222.75 218.07 440.82
Francois Lefebvre France 219.07 213.68 432.75
Derek Regan England 216.88 211.81 428.69
Guy Beucklaer Belgium 216.78 209.29 426.07
Kristian Orsted Pedersen Denmark 214.30 205.24 419.54
Dennis Retter * England 211.70 201.51 413.21
Ludwig Goddaert Belgium 210.65 200.69 411.34
Frank Anquetil France 210.85 200.28 411.13
Weyne Jurgen Belgium 199.53 190.86 390.39
Fernand Caboche * France 193.23 175.87 369.10
Hernan Robert Lornant Argentina 175.81 174.14 349.95
Claude Hedevin * France 179.51 161.57 341.08
Alysson Monbailly ** France 156.12 154.58 310.70
Jean Michel Saison France 156.78 153.09 309.87
Amelie Saison ** France 149.50 154.30 303.80
Sylvie Legrand ** France 138.59 111.94 250.53
Steven Betina Belgium 223.23 0.00 223.23
Paul Anquetil France 107.60 109.50 217.10
Martine Campion ** France 108.82 97.87 206.69
Jean Paul Lorman (jnr) Argentina 60.53 50.54 111.07
Thomas Folcke (jnr) France 58.16 49.09 107.25
Distances in metres
* = Veteran & ** = Lady

NESA
Kirkleatham Showground, Redcar, North Yorkshire –
June 7th
It was a dry, sunny day with a 10mph to 18mph west-northwesterly wind and
an air pressure of 1,027mb.
Caster 100g 125g 150g 175g
Alan Varley 251.90 260.03
Owan Moyle 246.78 252.70
Alan Varley (OTG) 247.75
Jamie Blakeman (OTG) 236.95 246.64 241.29 247.64
Steve Swales 237.90 244.82 242.40 225.93
Dave Sugden 231.08 236.80 240.38 235.91
Baz Blakeman 238.70
John Ward 235.15
Andy Byrom 234.10
Brad Kinnair (jnr) 227.38 228.90 232.72
Chris Woodrow 231.57
Syd Burtcher 228.51
Keith Carter 214.63 223.60 201.26
Baz Blakeman (OTG) 217.17 218.79
Dave Gibson (OTG) 217.68
Ian Miles 211.21
Lee Parker 197.52 208.44 195.54
Richy Ayres 204.75 200.80
Simon Wells (F/S) 202.57 200.75 188.50
Richy Comer 197.48
Keith Mitchell (B) 190.21
Darren Gillies (OTG) 181.00 178.88
Paul Randolph (F/S) 179.77
Tommy Harland (F/S) 175.80
Distances in metres

Westward Casting Association
Cardinham, Cornwall – June 14th
A dozen casters enjoyed a pleasant day in the lovely sunny weather, which
also featured a north-northwesterly wind of between 5mph and 10mph.

Today’s event was the Topper Narrow Court Challenge, which took place on
a court only 50 yards wide at 300 yards. Once again, though, Andy came out
on top with a strong display of skill on all the leads.

Thanks to all the Welsh casters who travelled down to take part.
Caster 100g 125g 150g 175g
Andy Copping 268.78 268.2 252.90 259.60
Adam Morgan 230.68 237.57 221.12
Milo Bjegovic 226.28 236.45 231.75 222.38
John Hook 232.13 236.3 224.58
Neil Bragg 235.89 228.31
Matt Russell 234.81 219.5 230.22
Dean Booker 217.81 231.96 230.62 215.90
Will Irving 231.40
Varian Lea 214.31 220.21 214.26
Distances in metres

England's Owan Moyle topped 
the list in the inaugural ICFI
World Cup held in France.

Danny Moeskops showed true
versatility to win the Suffolk
Sportscast Charity Shield.
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Norfolk Casting Club
CITB, Bircham Newton, Norfolk – June 14th
The day brought a northwesterly to north-northwesterly wind of between 5mph
and 18mph.

Caster 100g 125g 150g 175g
J Bean 248.73
J Lee 238.00 248.56
S Boyt 228.60 237.05 240.42 240.55
L Adams 231.71 234.74 240.35 214.40
S Swales 237.50 234.12 238.77 218.74
A Bray 237.04 226.37
D Lockwood 230.00 226.74 224.44
R Nash 225.67 223.28 210.77
I Render 224.52
P Allsop 221.60 214.52
W Jarvis 205.36 220.29 217.29
S Buttery 217.94 204.25
K Tester 205.50 217.49
D Retter 199.01 213.33 198.33 177.78
K Bebbington 250.80
S Grimes 202.20 193.01
J Abbott 199.00
C Arnold 177.34 176.90
R Parker 169.19
P Hurren 160.00
Caster 200g
A Bray 222.47
K Bebbington 200.20
Distances in metres

Kent Sportcast
Tilmanstone, Kent – June 14th
This was a day of two parts. Initially it was mainly dry, sunny, warm and
pleasant. Early on, the wind was cyclonic up to 5mph but had little
effect on distances due to its speed. By early afternoon the wind had
changed direction from north-northwesterly to west-northwesterly,
increased in strength up to 10mph and it was wet. This meant moving
the court, although we still had a cross-court wind, which made casting hard
work.

Well done to Danny on achieving the furthest casts of the day on all the
leads, and to Roly with a new record on the 200g.

Caster 100g 125g 150g 175g

Danny Stone 216.00 235.49 234.22 222.00

Darren Brooks 226.00 215.90

Martin Osborne 225.68 218.00

Mark Ward 207.00 213.00 208.00

Derek Regan 207.48 203.52

Roly Cannon (F/S) 207.47

Caster 200g 300g

Danny Stone 213.33 187.40

Martin Osborne 183.47

Roly Cannon (F/S) 194.00 169.50

Distances in metres

Weymouth Casting Club
Dorchester, Dorset – June 21st
Caster 100g 125g 150g 175g

Andy Copping 261.21 256.00 257.70

John Hooley 248.10 250.10

Andy Clement 235.00

Martin Sadler 230.00 233.00

Andy Holland 223.90

Sam Truan 203.05

Mark Carne 199.50

Manny Lasco 184.00 194.40

Irakli Gogoladze 187.00

Distances in metres

Sportscast Ireland
Newtownmountkennedy, Co Wicklow, Ireland – June
21st
For a change it was a nice, dry, sunny, crisp day on the hill, and although
there was some wind, generally westerly of between 10kph and 15kph, it
was swirling for most of the day. Nonetheless, some decent distances were
recorded.

Top spot went to Andrew with some very consistent casting across all four
leads while showing the new Zziplex TRC who’s the boss. A big well done to
Ian Daly also on knocking up another PB and getting unbelievably close to the
200yd mark, and to young Robert on his PB.

Caster 100g 125g 150g 175g

Andrew Gormley 233.15 242.10 240.00 240.00

Paddy Cunningham 222.16 229.70 226.73 216.10

Ian Daly 182.08

Juniors 100g 125g 150g 175g

Robert Gormley (OTG) 81.00

Distances in metres

Westward Casting Association
Cardinham, Cornwall – June 14th Continued…
The aggregate challenge took place between 11am and 2pm. All the casters
had to cast twice on each lead, with all casts counting towards a total
aggregate trophy, with other trophies awarded for the combined distances on
each lead. The results are below…

Caster 175g Cast 1 Cast 2 Total
Andy Copping 243.93 259.60 503.53
Milo Bjegovic 219.70 222.38 442.08
Dean Booker 213.80 213.60 427.40

150g Cast 1 Cast 2 Total
John Hook 223.3 236.3 459.60
Matt Russell 215.27 219.50 434.77
Andrew Copping 0.00 252.90 252.90

125g Cast 1 Cast 2 Total
Matt Russell 227.91 234.81 462.72
John Hook 232.13 230.34 462.47
Dean Booker 221.36 226.24 447.60

100g Cast 1 Cast 2 Total
Neil Bragg 229.80 235.89 465.69
Milo Bjegovic 225.62 226.28 451.90
Adam Morgan 230.68 217.16 447.84

Overall eight- 
cast aggregate

Total

Dean Booker 1,525.99
Milo Bjegovic 1,329.08
John Hook 1,146.35
Distances in metres
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Suffolk Sportscast (Charity Event)
Purdis Farm, Ipswich, Suffolk – June 20th and 21st
There were 22 casters in attendance for the Þrst day of this charity weekend on
the Saturday. It was a fun day with all manner of casting being tried, although
the highlight has to be Danny and Wes appearing with 15ft custom-made
bamboo rods!

Caster 100g 125g 150g 175g
Lee Adams 240.00 228.64
Wesley Lagaisse 227.62
Steve Boyt (OTG) 225.57 227.51
Duane Lockwood (B) 220.62
Craig Buy (B) 219.70 205.45
Paul Dawes 210.00
Andy Miller 203.86
Paul Mayhew 202.50 196.00
Dennis Retter 188.72 194.12
Mark Peters 189.90
Alan Miller (OTG) 168.70 150.10
Dave Venables 159.40 168.58 162.21 156.83
Caster 75g 200g 300g
Lee Adams 222.36 197.40
Duane Lockwood (B) 223.62 207.37
Craig Buy (B) 207.28 187.30
Dave Venables 155.00
Caster 75g 100g
Thomas Boyt 146.00
Jake Mayhew 96.00

Cheap-Rod Competition
Casters got a head start depending on how much money they spent less than
£25 on the rod and how much shorter it was than 15 feet. For each £1 less
than £25 they received two metres, and for each foot shorter their rod was
than 15 feet they received one metre head start. For example, a £10 rod of 12
feet would score 33 metres head start (15 x 2 + 3).

Casting-Off-The-Knees Competition
This was carried out with regular or handicapped equipment, and the longest
physical cast recorded.

Apple-Casting Competition
Each competitor had three lives to get a Granny Smith as far down the court
intact as they could!

Cheap-Rod

Name Head
Start Distance Total Apple Knees

Steve Boyt 38.50 224.68 263.18 47.00 168.57

Danny Moeskops 45.50 211.72 257.22 123.00

Wesley Lagaisse 46.00 202.95 248.95 104.50

Garry Dickerson 47.00 200.56 247.56 124.00

Andy Miller 55.00 180.30 235.30 118.00

Dennis Retter 47.00 183.07 230.07 121.00 129.90

Lee Adams 45.00 183.00 228.00

Mark Peters 33.00 193.50 226.50 109.00

Paul Dawes 45.00 177.00 222.00 84.00

Dave Venables 33.00 168.58 201.58 98.00

Alan Miller 55.00 146.20 201.20

Thomas Boyt 45.50 114.00 159.50 97.50

Duane Lockwood 129.00

Jake Mayhew 53.00

East Coast Casting Club
DrifÞeld, East Yorkshire – June 27th
It was scorching all day – we even had a swarm of bees – with the sun also
bringing with it a westerly wind of between 5mph and 13mph!

It was good to see some of the newer members improving event after event.
Caster 125g 150g 175g 200g
Jim Bean 267-0-11
John Ward 262-1-03
Ian Render 250-0-00 260-2-08 253-2-10 252-2-00
Dave Sugden 253-1-04 256-2-09 250-2-10
Dave Kay 240-2-02
Lee Barrow 233-2-00
Gaz Howard 219-1-11
Phil Darby 219-0-02
Steve Lemm (B) 210-2-00
Dave Harrison (OTG) 179-0-00 202-1-08
Dez Hardy (B) 193-2-00
Gordon Allen (OTG) 129-0-00
Caster 300g
Jim Bean 236-2-08
Distances in yards, feet and inches

On the Sunday, 23 casters attended. It was a warm and mainly sunny day with a
westerly breeze of 4mph gusting to 12mph, with high pressure.

Well done to Jason on winning the day, to Mark on a clean sweep of PBs, and
to young Thomas on his PB on the Saturday.
Caster 100g 125g 150g 175g
Jason Carter 265.70 246.12
Danny Moeskops 262.34 260.00
Lee Caley 252.70 236.35
Kevin Southey 245.06 240.20 234.44
Steve Boyt (OTG) 242.41 238.70 224.80
Duane Lockwood (B) 241.05
Wesley Lagaisse 240.70
Garry Dickerson 240.22 233.00
Chris Cannell 229.34 228.61
Darren Brooks 227.83 222.58
Craig Buy (B) 227.55 223.92
Andy Miller 211.47 219.85
Kim Tester 207.37 215.51
Dave Andrews (B) 210.64
Paul Mayhew 209.12 208.50 196.00
Mark Peters 200.91 208.45 190.54 158.73
Dennis Retter 200.00 207.08
Clive Cracknell 186.70
Dave Venables (OTG) 181.70
Alan Miller (OTG) 160.25 176.76
Caster 75g 100g
Thomas Boyt 142.06
Jake Mayhew 94.00

For those casters who attended both days, there was the chance to win the
Suffolk Sportscast Charity Shield. This was awarded to the caster with the
highest aggregate distance in the Apple-Casting, the Cheap-Rod and Sunday’s
competitions. Well done to Danny on winning the shield.
Caster Apple Cheap-Rod Sunday Total
Danny Moeskops 123.00 257.22 262.35 642.57
Garry Dickerson 124.00 247.56 240.22 611.78
Wesley Lagaisse 104.50 248.95 240.70 594.15
Andy Miller 118.00 235.30 219.85 573.15
Dennis Retter 121.00 230.07 207.08 558.15
Steve Boyt 47.00 263.18 242.41 552.59
Mark Peters 109.00 226.50 208.45 543.95
Dave Venables 98.00 201.58 181.70 481.28
Thomas Boyt 97.50 159.50 142.06 399.06

All distances in metres
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Club Contacts
Club Who Tel E-mail

UKSF Colin Howlett 01603 872597 colinhowlett@rocketmail.com
Anglia
Sportcast

Dave Vicary/
Malcolm Green

07786 616342/
07967 361221

Down Casting
Association

Steve Ratcliffe
downcastingassociation@gmail.

com
East Coast
Casting Club

Steve Lemm/
Jody Lemm

07957 830183/
07517 310574

stephenlemm@rocketmail.com/
jody.lemm@yahoo.co.uk 

Kent Sportcast John French 01227 360107 johnfr123@hotmail.com
NESA WillPowell 07584 126456 will.powell33@googlemail.com
Norfolk Casting
Club

Simon Buttery/
Rusty Parker

07742 173058/
07866 546678

info@norfolkcastingclub.co.uk

NWSA
John Walker/
Mark Armer

07935 044487/
07846 378616

secretary@nwsurfcasting.co.uk/
chairman@nwsurfcasting.co.uk

Scottish 
Surfcasting 
Association

Iain Graham 07917 131816 iain@planetseaÞ shing.com

Sportscast 
Ireland

Paddy
Cunningham

00353-(0)-
879427645

sportscastireland@hotmail.com

Suffolk
Sportscast Steve Boyt 07764 950269 lboyt@btinternet.com

Surfcast Wales Simon Batey 07801 876309
simonbatey@surfcastwales.

co.uk
Sussex CC Paul Macintyre pijmacintyre@gmail.com

Ulster CC Lee Galashan
By e-mail

Please

jonny@ulstercastingclub.org/
lee@ulstercastingclub.org
www.ulstercastingclub.org

Westward CA Ian Ford 01822 617946 ianford747@btinternet.com
Weymouth CC Sam Truan 07584658145 samtruan@gmail.com

Upcoming Events

August 2015
16th Weymouth CC, Dorchester, Dorset (check with organiser)

16th Ramsey Angling Club, Isle of Man

23rd NESA, Kirkleatham Showground, Redcar, North Yorkshire

23rd Norfolk Casting Club, CITB, Bircham Newton, Norfolk

23rd Surfcast Ireland, Newtownmountkennedy, Co Wicklow, Ireland

30th Kent Sportcast, Tilmanstone, Kent (check with organiser)

30th NWSA, Sandy Villa Farm, Cockerham, Lancashire

30th Surfcast Wales, Pembrey, Carmarthenshire (check with organiser)

30th Suffolk Sportscast, Purdis Farm, Ipswich, Suffolk

September 2015
6th Suffolk Sportscast, Purdis Farm, Ipswich, Suffolk

6th NWSA, Sandy Villa Farm, Cockerham, Lancashire

6th Sussex Casting Club, Steyning, West Sussex (check with organiser)

12th Ramsey Angling Club, Isle of Man

12th Suffolk Sportscast, Purdis Farm, Ipswich, Suffolk

13th UKSF GP4, Huntingdon Racecourse, Cambridgeshire

13th Kent Sportcast, Tilmanstone, Kent (check with organiser)

13th Norfolk Casting Club, CITB, Bircham Newton, Norfolk

13th Westward CA, Cardinham, Cornwall (check with organiser)

19th Suffolk Sportscast, Purdis Farm, Ipswich, Suffolk

20th NESA, Kirkleatham Showground, Redcar, North Yorkshire

20th Surfcast Ireland, Newtownmountkennedy, Co Wicklow, Ireland

20th Weymouth CC, Dorchester, Dorset (check with organiser)

27th UKSF Clubmans, Huntingdon Racecourse, Cambridgeshire

27th Kent Sportcast, Tilmanstone, Kent (check with organiser)

27th Surfcast Wales, Pembrey, Carmarthenshire, (check with organiser)

Surfcast Wales
Pembrey, Carmarthenshire – June 28th
It started out damp, drying up in the afternoon, with a temperature of 19°C,
a southerly to south-southwesterly to southwesterly wind of between 10mph
and 15mph, and an air pressure of 1,018mb. Adam topped the table, with
Andrew and Ian not too far behind with their hard-earned PBs in the variable
conditions. Neil Bragg took the centre-line prize at 24 centimetres with a cast
of more than 225 metres.
Caster 125g 150g 175g
Adam Morgan 240.01
Andrew Sheehan 238.93 234.54 221.60
Ian Williams 224.70 205.38
Will Irving 223.01
Kevin Shortman 213.66
Stephen Derraven 205.12
Jerome Curtis 201.01
Brian Sweet 191.01
Distances in metres

Norfolk Casting Club
CITB, Bircham Newton, Norfolk – June 28th
The day brought a southwesterly wind of between 12mph and 18mph, with
rain at times.
Caster 100g 125g 150g 175g
K Southey 242.40 244.51 243.30
C Buy 229.45
R Nash 209.85 229.10 217.20
S Buttery 225.64 212.00
R Ward 221.29
C Plumb 220.35 214.00 205.70
M Peters 216.54
A Bray 213.47
K Bebbington 209.54
S Grimes 207.86 187.50
M Holmes 20566 194.36
J Abbott 205.58 199.60
L Baldock 204.61 185.60
C Arnold 185.60 181.43 164.10
P Hurren 170.70
R Parker 170.60
Caster 200g
A Bray 226.64
Distances in metres

Kent Sportcast
Tilmanstone, Kent – June 28th
On this mainly dry day there was wind more or less down the court all day, with
it blowing south-southwesterly to west-southwesterly of up to 15mph. There
was some light rain later in the afternoon and by then just a light breeze.

Well done to Jason on having the furthest cast and to John, Steve, Pete and
Jake on their PBs, and not forgetting Roly with all those court records.
Caster 125g 150g 175g 200g
Jason Carter 261.30
Mark Ward 235.50 220.00
John Gadsby 219.90 215.00
Roly Cannon (F/S) 219.30 205.42
Roly Cannon F/S – OTG) 194.00 186.00 180.00
Barry Desmond 211.00
John French 204.85
Steve Arnold (OTG) 184.30
Damian Hawes (OTG) 184.00
Pete Brown (OTG) 183.30
Jake Arnold (F/S – OTG) 151.00
Caster 300g 454g
Roly Cannon (F/S – OTG) 158.00 113.40
Distances in metres
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CARDIFF
RAYS John Lewis made a

return trip to Cardiff
foreshore to target
thornback rays.

Persistence Pays For

I’d noticed the decent
number of thornback
rays being caught
along Penarth,

Newport and Cardiff
foreshores of late, so it
seemed rude not to take
advantage.

Cardiff foreshore is one
of my favourite marks
to fish, even though it’s
not the most scenic,
but the quality of the
fishing overshadows the

surroundings.
Thanks to the catch-and-

release policy that we anglers
have been practising, the
ray populations are well
on the up. There are four
main species of ray that can
be caught from my local
coastline, which are the
small-eyed, spotted, blonde,
and not forgetting the
thornback. The only species
that we rarely encounter are
the undulate and the very

rare cuckoo ray.
As a general rule, much

of the same tackle and
tactics can be used for ray
fishing whichever species
you target. The only things
that really change are
the baits used, which can
vary from region to region
according to availability
and preference.

Whichever species of ray
you’re targeting, though,
it’s important to tackle up

The ray steadies 
itself before heading

back out to sea.
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Keiron Llewellyn and me
up at 8pm sharp, and, being
as keen as ever, he was
clearly eager to get there
so that we could get our
first thornback session of
the year off to a good start.
After a short drive along
the M4 we reached our
destination, only to find
that there was one other
angler there.

We unloaded the car
but not as quickly as we
usually do. We took our
time to talk through our
plan of action and to
decide on which part of
the foreshore we were
going to target.

I suggested that we
should take a chance
to fish a mark called The
Boulders, which had
produced for me in the past.
The boys agreed, but I knew
that if we didn’t catch I
would be the one getting the
blame – no pressure then!

After a short
walk to The

Boulders
we set up
quickly in
a bid to
get the first
baits sent

out. I opted

to fish a single sandeel, while
the other boys decided to use
different baits to see which
the fish were attracted to.

It wasn’t long before I was
rewarded with the first bite,
only for it to fail to develop
into anything. This seemed
to happen to the three of us

on a discarded
piece of metal
close to shore. After a quick
weigh on the scales at 4lb
6oz and a photo it was then
released as quickly as it came
ashore.

Target achieved, I was a
happy man.

for the job in hand. I favour
long pulley rigs made up of
70lb Ultima Powerflex. As
for main line, an 18lb Ultima
Power Steel with a strong
leader, again of 70lb or 80lb,
is needed to cope with the
type of ground that I usually
fish over.

Hook choice is also
important. I favour Cox &
Rawles, but you may choose
your own preferred brand.
Whichever your selection,
they need to be strong, sharp
and big enough. A 4/0 is my
choice for sandeel baits, but
I will up the size for bigger
offerings such as full squid
baits.

A strong rod and reel are
equally as important, so for
me my Penn Fathom 15 reel
and trusty Zziplex Z-Techs
handle this ground with ease.

I decided to choose a night
session because during the
night-time the rays tend
to be found closer to the
shore. The baits ranged
from sandeels, squid baits
and blueys to maximise the
chances of catching. With a
high tide at midnight and
a midweek tide we would
virtually have the pick
of the place to fish from.

Lee Hancock picked

Lee was quickly into another ray, a little
smaller than his previous one at 5lb 

2oz, soon followed by a further three in 
three casts. He was over the moon.

almost within the space of
10 minutes. The fish were
clearly there and we were
determined to get at least
one ray.

As the tide began to creep
slowly up the shoreline, I
was rewarded with my first
positive bite. As I began
winding down on the slack
line I could feel the weight
of the fish – I set the hooks
and the first ray was on. I
quickly turned to the other
boys only to notice that
Lee was winding down to

set the hooks on a fish as
well.

Keiron quickly came over
to me to investigate what I
had. With his headlight fixed
in the direction of my line
he saw the ray surfacing 40
yards out. Kieron landed
my fish, which took a bit of
doing after it became stuck

Lee landed a nice fish of
6lb, which was also taken
on sandeel, so the fish were
getting bigger.

Unfortunately Keiron was
struggling. He quickly lost no
less than five sets of gear due
to some bad snags. He even
joked about selling all his
gear, which myself and Lee
found quite funny because he
was quickly running out of
stuff to sell!

As the top of the tide
approached, all the fish went
off the feed. It was an ideal
time to pop over to the other
boys for a chat, but I made a
classic mistake – one that I
won’t be repeating in a hurry.

Let me give you a bit of
advice: “Don’t leave your grip
leads on the ground.” As I
stepped towards the boys I
felt an overwhelming pain in
my foot and discovered that

John is Þrst off the mark
with this small thornback. 

Lee Hancock landed
this Þsh seconds after
John beached his.
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the grip wire had pierced
the sole of my boot and
had gone into the bottom
of my foot. I let out a few
choice words I can tell you!
I will never ever make that
mistake again in a hurry.
Thankfully it wasn’t as bad
as it looked and I was able
to carry on fishing after
pulling it free from my foot
and boot.

After the shock had left
my system I decide to sit by
the boys until the top of the
tide had nearly passed.

I hoped that Keiron
could catch at least one ray.
Thankfully, as soon as Lee
asked if we would catch
any more rays as the tide
dropped, Keiron was into
his first of the session.

It still wasn’t his lucky
day, though, because the
fish was what we call a
tea bag due to its size – a
massive 10oz! However,
it showed just how
healthy the ray stocks are
becoming.

Lee was quickly into
another ray, a little smaller
than his previous one at
5lb 2oz, soon followed
by a further three
in three casts,
consisting of

fish of 4lb 1oz, 8lb 3oz and
3lb 3oz. He was over the
moon.

I now had to play the
catch-up game, but as the
tide was dropping it seemed
that the rays were switching
on big time, because at one
point I had to bait up four
rigs to keep up with the
feeding fish, as every cast
sent out was being taken by
a ray no matter how close
or far we put them out. Only
sandeel baits seemed to work
and we were quickly going
through the four packets
of eels that we’d bought
between us.

I quickly caught up to
Lee as he dropped two fish,
while I continued to bring
rays ashore at a steady pace.
This was by far the best
thornback session that I can
remember having in some
years.

The only thing about
ray fishing is that they want
every single bait cast out to
them at times but can switch

off feeding
almost
instantly, so
you have
to take full
advantage

when they

are on and pre-bait a few rigs
ready.

Once you’ve landed your
ray, unhook the rig and clip
on the next ready to cast it
out again. The ray will be fine
in a rock pool until you’ve
cast out the next rig.

Most of these rays were
swallowing the baits so a

T-bar was essential when
unhooking them. After a
quick photo we walked them
into the water to around
shin deep so that they could
regain their strength and
swim away.

As the joking continued
between us, Kieron’s ratchet

The Þsh are getting
bigger as Lee lands

a 6lb sample.

John adds to his account
as the rays start to 

come thick and fast.
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took off very loudly. Luckily
he’d set it lightly and he soon
made the distance up along
the slippery ground to his
rod, with the fish still pulling
line off the reel. He took
hold of his rod, knocking
the ratchet off before setting
the hooks. The fish was on
as his rod arched over and
I could tell that it was a
nice fish due to the battle
that he was locked into. We
egged him on with words
of encouragement, only for
whatever fish it was to outdo
him as it swam quickly to
shore and spat out the hooks.

The look of disappointment
was clear to see on all of our
faces. I guess that we will
never know what it was, but
we could certainly guess
between us. We came to the
conclusion it may have been
a large conger eel due to the
hooklength being twisted

and frayed and the bait
absolutely smashed to bits!

Lee, Keiron and I were
now up to 17 thornbacks
between us, not including
the ones that got away, and
it was a very busy session
indeed.

The fishing started to
die off after the lost fish
and we then decided that
it was time to call it a day.
We were all exhausted but
happy and relieved that
even though there were
some manic moments, we
all had a good laugh in this
session.

As always the company
was great, and, as always,
roll on the next session. I
hope it will be like this
one, a session to
remember.

Keiron Llewellyn and
Lee wait for bites.

It’s only small but
it’s a ray, and Keiron
is delighted to have
broken his duck.
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There are the basic
necessities for
safety, but there
are other items

that can make our time
afloat more comfortable,
more successful and more
rewarding. Experience
teaches us what to take, and
when, but newcomers often
focus on their fishing and
forget about themselves.

In the summer, the risk of
getting burnt by the sun is
much higher when in your
kayak. Wearing shorts and
a T-shirt is tempting, but
with your shins exposed it’s
certain to result in a painful
outcome. A breathable
drysuit may seem over the
top, but you’ll rarely see
an experienced kayaker
wearing anything else, year
round. What changes is
what’s worn underneath.
On warm days a wicking
rash vest and light trousers
are popular, to avoid the
clammy feel of the drysuit
against your skin. You’ll
keep cool but be protected
from the ultraviolet rays.

Meanwhile, sunglasses
will save your eyes from
becoming strained, and
a good pair of polarising
specs will allow you to see
features and fish in great
clarity. When chasing bass in
shallow water, for instance,
the ability to spot rocks and
weed before you drift over
them gives you a greater
chance of casting your lure
into the taking zone without
spooking the fish.

A wide-brimmed hat
works well in both sun and
heavy rain. I wear a Tilley
that keeps the rain off my
face and neck on wet days,
provides shade in the sun,
and by wetting the crown
of the hat it keeps my head
cool, too. Other people have
their own favourite types of
hat, with another good one
being the Lowe Alpine.

Some people use tropical
fishing gloves to save burning
their hands. Others use high-
protection sunblock cream;
waterproof ones with a
factor of at least SPF40, and
preferably SPF50.

Foodwise, some things
are perfect for kayaking,
where you need easy-to-eat,
easy-to-stow, compact, high-
energy and calorific content.
Flapjacks are some of the
best food items to use, being
very high energy, providing
both fast-acting energy and
longer-term slow-release
goodness. And you don’t have
to eat a whole one; they stay
together if you just want a
couple of bites. Chocolate is
great, but melts too easily!

On the drink front, thick
black coffee with honey is my
long-day choice. In summer
I’ll take several litres; it’s
amazing how much fluid you
need to prevent dehydration.
If your hydration level drops
you’ll get tired much quicker
and your ability to think
things through will diminish.
On a kayak, that’s the last
thing you need, so take at
least two litres of fluids.

An old kayak fishing adage
is: “Leash it, or lose it.” If you
value your rods you’ll leash
them. Many are too bulky
and get in the way when

you’re fishing. The danger
then is that you’ll take the
leash off and you’ll have
lost your security device.
It’s far better to use a well-
designed, stiffer and strong
leash. I use commercially
made Dyneema ones with
316 stainless clips that are
compact and unobtrusive.
They’re more expensive
than plastic-coiled leashes,
but I’ve seen too many of
these break. I find that
those with large clips or
buckles are too bulky.

Scissors or a knife? Sat
with your femoral artery
exposed is not the best
position to be in when
using a filleting knife. A
good pair of bait scissors
are safer and on a moving
kayak more effective at
cutting accurate baits, and
you’re less likely to damage
your drysuit. You can pre-
cut your bait and store it
in sandwich boxes in a
coolbag with an ice block.
It’ll keep your bait fresh and
ready for use. It’s how the
competition guys do it.

Don’t Leave Home Without It…

TSF takes a look at some
of the kit that some people
simply wouldn’t go aßoat
without.

TSF takes
of the kit 
ssssiiiimmmmppppllllyyyy wwwwoooo
wwiittthhhoouuutttwwwwiiitttthhhhoooouuutt.
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VASS-TEX LIGHTWEIGHT
PACKAWAY JACKET
AND TROUSER SET
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VW130-54
Waterproof

4000MVP Breathable
4000MVP Windproof

Only RRP £29.95 per set
Perfect compact set to
get you out of trouble!
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VASS-ULTRA
ULTRA WIDE

25MM
TRIPLE BONDED

SEAM

RRP from £249
VM305-70E (Non-studded)

VM305-71E (Studded)

VA700-70T
Chest Wader
RRP £89.95

(non-studded)

VA700-71T
Chest Wader
RRP £97.95

(studded)

VA700-72T
Chest Wader

RRP £107.95
(Vass mega studded)
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BOAT TEST:

SELVA
OPEN 4.5M
Simon Everett reveals a new Þshing
boat to the UK that comes from the
house of Selva.

82 www.totalseamagazine.com

PRICING

Price as tested with the

Selva 9.9hp, £5,290

including VAT @ 20%

The waters off
Sicily are pretty
notorious. It can 
chop up in no time 

and a Mediterranean storm 
is something to be feared. 
The fishermen of Sicily have
to brave the waters and
need boats that are up to 
the job. It stands to reason, 
then, that boats built in the
south of Italy are made to
withstand the full force of
what Mother Nature can
throw at them. It just so
happens that those same
conditions are what we’re 
used to in this country, only 
the spray thrown in your
face is usually a bit colder.

Taking to the sea in a
small boat needs a degree 
of confidence, both in one’s
seamanship capabilities
and that of the boat. The
fishermen of Sicily go to
sea in the locally made

Selva boats as a matter of 
routine. The confidence that
they have in them comes
from generations of using 
similar boats, albeit built 
from different materials. The 
modern Selva 4.5m follows 
the form of the traditional 
boat, but with some extra 
design features, and is built 
from modern, state-of-the-art 
materials.

Within the parameters
of the 4.5m there’s only 
so much you can do. The 
builders are hampered by 
the available space. One 
thing that’s fundamental to 
building a safe boat is the 
depth of the freeboard; on 
the Selva there’s enough 
freeboard to ensure safety 
and a dry ride, even in some 
short, snotty water that had 
spray flying on our test ride.
The Selva also has built-in 
buoyancy, encapsulated 

PERFORMANCE FIGURES
AT IDLE 1.3 KNOTS
MID-THROTTLE  6 KNOTS
MAXIMUM THROTTLE 12.5 KNOTS

SPECIFICATIONS
LENGTH 4.5M
BEAM 1.63M
DRY WEIGHT 220KG
MAX POWER 25HP
RECOMMENDED POWER 9.9HP – 20HP
PASSENGERS 4
MAX PAYLOAD 425KG
EC DESIGN CATEGORY C

The Selva 4.5m is a small
boat built for big water.
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CONTACT
Deep ConsultancyT: 07831 467416W: www.selvamarine.co.uk

in the panels between the
hull and the deck moulding
and under the deck.
Consequently, the boat will 
stay well afloat and stable
even when it’s fl ooded and
with three adults aboard.

The chance of taking
any water over the top
is minimal, though,
thanks to the high-riding
characteristics of the flared
bow and extended chines
that run aft into what Selva
terms a gull-wing stern.
A slight keel runs the full
length of the boat, making
beach launching and landing
safer. The keel also provides 
the hull with grip on the
water and adds rigidity
to the hull. This blend of
displacement and planing
traits is usually only found
on much larger boats; few
boats of this size display
the details found within the

g

The bow roller has an integralcleat, which is a neat solutionto anchoring and saving space.
Each side there’s a wet locker that can
also be used as a bait well or Þsh hold.

There’s plenty of deck
space aboard, but
ample stowage too.

Looking aft you can see

how much space there is.
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design elements of the Selva
4.5m.

Having a wide beam, 163
centimetres of it, provides
the boat with good stability
both running through waves
and at rest. This aspect also
means that there’s more 
room aboard. The main

thwart aft is built in, with
stowage within the box
structure, and holds the
fuel tank. The midships
thwart is moulded plank
that sits between two fully
moulded stowage boxes,
which could easily be
converted into live tanks.

Then there’s another seat 
forward with another large, 
waterproof locker below it.
The raised foredeck contains 
the chain locker and
stemhead roller, with cleverly 
included cleat arms as part
of it.

For a boat of this size it 
really is very well furnished
with features, especially
on the stowage front. The
separate chain locker and
proper roller is something  
normally only found on
bigger, cuddy boats. With the 
ability to take up to a 25hp
engine, this is a boat that 
is capable of going further 
offshore than many people
will realise. Lake Como,
where I had the chance
to try her, chopped up in 
the afternoon, and we had
proper waves with the tops 
breaking; not huge waves,
but of a representative one
metre that was plenty to
gauge the boat’s sea-keeping 
qualities.

Happily I can report that
she took the conditions in
her stride. One or two of the 
large steeper waves caused
her to rear up, but she kept 
everything dry and rode the 
waves, throwing the spray
down or out. We only had a 
9.9hp outboard mounted but 
even this little engine was
enough to get her up to 12.5
knots in those conditions,

which is a good indication 
of just how well the hull 
performs. With a 15hp motor 
you can easily expect 18 to 
20 knots and to cruise at 12 
knots on mid-throttle. The 
maximum horsepower that
the boat is rated for is 25hp, 
and she will really fl y with
that!

I like open boats, in the 
summer; the extra space is 
very useful and the lighter 
weight makes for an easier 
ride, with the boat sitting 
higher. The Selva has a high 
freeboard and is a great 
platform to fish off. If an
owner wanted some shelter it 
would be an easy job to get a 
dodger made for the bow. I’m
a fan of the old-fashioned
dodger; it provides shelter 
like a cuddy, but only when 
you want it. The rest of the 
time it folds flat and stows
out of the way, or you can 
leave it ashore. It makes for a 
very versatile boat.

The stability and room 
of the Selva 4.5m is such 
that three could fi sh quite
happily together, with one 
on each thwart, allowing 
room enough so that you’re 
not getting in each other’s
way. With a very competitive 
pricing structure and it being 
easy to transport, this Selva 
4.5m is bound to attract 
interest from anyone who 
enjoys inshore fi shing.

The fuel tank sits in the
cavernous aft locker.

There’s a built-in baiting 
table on the stern.

The Selva 4.5m rides
waves in comfort.
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MARINER
115TSF saw the

light with the
new Mariner
115.

From the 1980s
right through the
noughties, the
engine race was

all about horsepower and
squeezing performance out
of an engine. In recent years
the emphasis has changed
to making outboards lighter
and more economical, as
fuel prices keep rising.

Mariner’s new four-stroke
outboard is the lightest
engine in its class, yet is a
larger-than-average-capacity
motor. Usually a larger
motor will be heavier, but by
concentrating their efforts
on saving weight where
it matters, the Mariner
engineers have come up
with a 2.1-litre engine that
weighs only 163kg and
produces 115hp from the
maintenance-free, single
overhead camshaft (SOHC)
valve train. The use of a
SOHC saves weight and
makes the powerhead
more compact for a less
dominating outboard.

A larger-displacement
engine has more torque than
a smaller one, and on the
Mariner 115 this is enhanced
by the use of long intake
tracts, specially moulded out
of lightweight material to
save weight, while the shape
is designed to reduce intake
roar and provide greater
volume of air to increase the
torque characteristics of the
engine, over that of outright
power. High torque is more
useful for maintaining boat

speed and acceleration
without having to use
excessive revs. To further
improve performance,
the crankcase has been
redesigned with special oil
webs and bearings to reduce
the amount of residual oil
suspended in it. This reduces
internal losses through
friction and so improves
engine efficiency and fuel
consumption.

Fuelling is taken care of
by the computer-controlled,
multi-port, electronic
fuel injection, which
precisely meters the fuel
in all situations to provide
optimum performance at
best economy. The fuel
injection ensures easy
starting, hot or cold, helped
by the powerful electric
starter, pressurised fuel
system and big fat spark
produced through the solid-
state ignition, which is also
monitored by the engine-
management computer
to ensure that it’s fired at
exactly the right time in the
piston travel.

The larger-displacement
motor has been designed
for durability and efficiency.
Stainless steel has been used
for major components, with
the drive shaft, shift shaft,
prop shaft, water-pump
housing and all the fasteners
made from stainless steel
to avoid corrosion and
make maintenance easier.
An engine that’s easier to
maintain is one that is more

likely to be serviced, and
this helps longevity and
reliability.

The focused mounting
saddle is designed to reduce
vibrations by being larger
in footprint, spreading
the load across a greater
area. Consequently, it can
be built lighter, with the
extra strength coming from
the buttress webs and the
fact that point loading is
reduced. This in turn helps

with the ride of the boat and
the efficiency of the power
transmission, all of which
goes towards better running
performance for less fuel
burned.

Modern fishing boats
have a high demand for
electricity, with high-
resolution colour fishfinders
and navigation equipment
making a constant drain
on the battery. The Mariner
115 has a heavy-duty, water-

PRICE
£8,899 including VAT @ 20%CONTACT
E P Barrus
T: 01869 363636W: wwww.barrus.co.uk
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Technical Specifications
HP 115hp (84.6kw)

Max revs 5,000rpm – 6,000rpm

Cylinders Four, in line

Displacement 2,100cc

Induction Four-valve single overhead cam

Starter Smart Start electric

Gear ratio 2.07:1

Steering Remote

Alternator 35A (441W)

Trim Power Trim

Weight 163kg

Recommended transom height L: 508mm (20in); XL: 635mm (25in)

cooled 35A alternator to
deliver plenty of charge to
keep the batteries in tiptop
condition, even at low
revs, when the electrical
drain is the same but the
charge from older-design
alternators is minimal. The
115’s alternator will deliver
90 per cent of the charging
capacity at just 1,000rpm,
putting the starting drain
back into the batteries
within a minute or so of
leaving the pontoon.

To keep the engine quiet,
new designs and materials
have been used on the
major causes of noise and
vibration. The new rounded
cowling is injection moulded
and soundproofed, saving
several kilograms, and
there’s soundproofing in
the leg section to reduce
resonance from the drive
shaft. The air-intake slots
on the top of the cowling
each side feed air more
efficiently into the top-
mounted throttle body and

help with cooling as well, by
circulating air around the
inside of the cowling. Giving
the air a more direct route
into the throttle lowers the
intake roar and the noise
produced is of a lower, less
intrusive tone.

The gear case has been
strengthened immensely by
utilising the lower unit from
the 150hp engine, with a
larger gear case and bigger
gears that will soak up the

torque and provide longer
life. The hydrodynamically
shaped cone reduces drag
by 15 per cent over the old
model; minimising losses
improves performance and
reduces fuel consumption,
with a typical fuel saving of
around 12 per cent over a
cruising range.

The reliability and strength
of the new engine is backed
by the factory with a five-
year, non-declining warranty,

with some conditions,
such as adherence to the
maintenance schedule. With
peace of mind behind you
like that, you can get on
and enjoy your boating and
fishing for the foreseeable
future.

The Mariner 115 is
available in various shaft
lengths to suit different
transom heights, from
508mm (20in) to 635mm
(25in).

DEAR NEWSAGENT,
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p086-087_TSF_09_Revved Up.indd 2 28/07/2015 16:01
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THE LONG WAIT IS
OVER – FOR NOW
David Mitchell, the marine environmental
campaigns manager for the Angling Trust (AT),
examines the latest measures to conserve bass stocks.

It’s been a long time
coming but the new
minimum conservation
reference size (MCRS)

for bass will been increased
from 36 to 42 centimetres
after member countries of
the EU reached agreement
earlier this month.

This completes the
package of measures aimed
at protecting bass stocks in
northern European waters,
including a ban on pelagic
trawling earlier this year, a
bag limit of three bass per
day for recreational catches
and, most recently, monthly
vessel limits for other
commercial catches of bass.

There was a time when
we thought that the higher
MCRS might only apply to
recreational anglers, but,
after a lot of work by the
AT and its partners, the
conservation measure was
agreed to apply to all bass
fisheries – both commercial
and recreational. The AT and
its partners have fought long
and hard to get this measure
introduced. An MCRS of 42
centimetres means that some
– but not all – female bass
will have had the chance to
have spawned before being
harvested. It’s the absolute
minimum size needed to
ensure that juvenile fish are
protected.

It’s a huge step in the
right direction but there are
still major concerns about
how it will work and how
effective this and the whole
package of measures will be
at reducing fishing to levels
required in order to prevent
the stock from collapsing
completely.

One serious concern
is that the increase in
the MCRS hasn’t come
with a corresponding
increase in mesh sizes for

commercial fisheries. The
EU Commission is fed up
with being accused of ‘micro
managing’ and is giving
commercial fishermen the
benefit of the doubt that
they’ll move voluntarily
towards using larger mesh
sizes in order to avoid
catching, and discarding,
fish below 42 centimetres,
which, from September 1st,
when the new regulation
comes into force, they’ll no
longer be able to sell. The
responsibility is therefore
with commercial fishermen
to make this happen
themselves.

I fear that this won’t
happen and that we may see
headlines with commercial
fishermen claiming that this
“crazy new EU regulation” is
forcing them to throw back
tonnes of dead bass of less
than 42 centimetres in length
– while failing to mention
that the expectation was for
them to take the necessary

steps to avoid catching fish
below the new MCRS!

If the carrot doesn’t
work then it will be time
to show them the stick and
we will be calling on what
options are available to
Defra in terms of licensing
conditions, for instance,
which could require
individual licensed vessels
to use larger mesh sizes
when targeting bass.

Another major concern
is quite how effective these
measures will be at reducing
fishing mortality to levels
that will prevent the stock
from a complete collapse.

The International Council
for the Exploration of the
Seas (ICES), which provides
advice on fishing and
fish stocks to the EU, has
recently issued its advice for
sea bass in 2016. It advises
that catches of bass are no
more than 541 tonnes in
2016 for the whole of the
northern stock of bass in EU

waters. This is down from
1,115 tonnes in 2015, which
was already a staggering 80
per cent reduction on the
year before.

So while the measures
to protect bass so far have
been hard and fast by EU
standards, we could still be
staring down the barrel of
a total closure of the fishery
where only unavoidable
bycatches are allowed to be
landed – and these could
still exceed the 541 tonnes
advised by ICES.

There’s been a lot of hard
work getting agreement on
the measures to protect bass
in 2015 – and making sure
that recreational anglers
get a fair deal out of the
negotiations. So while there’s
a lot to be pleased about in
terms of what we’ve been
able to achieve, work now
starts on what happens,
and what the future holds
for bass stocks, in 2016 and
beyond.

An increase in size limits
for bass is very welcome.
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SHOPPING CENTREWEB GUIDE

Providing everything you need for your Þ shing – both in 
store and online.

www.gerrysÞ shing.com

www.colmic.it
Champion quality in Þ shing tacke.

MANUFACTURER

www.ß adenÞ shing.org.uk
Anyone can Þ sh.

RETAILER

We have extensive angling knowledge within our 
company including exceptional customer service.

www.Þ shingrepublic.net

TSF brings you an essential guide to the best sea Þ shing websites.
Contact Matthew Marshall
mattm@media-shed.co.uk

Centre
Now providing all that’s required to take up the fastest-
growing branch of the sport.

www.gerryslureÞ shingtackle.co.uk

RETAILER

A long-established business, originator Jim Somers 
invented the famous Grant Vibration Green Heart rod.

www.grampianÞ shing.com

RETAILER

Due to relocation, stocks of outboards, RIBs, kayaks and 
much more are available at up to 50% off.

www.bhg-marine.co.uk

RETAILER

NWAC offers an impressive array of sea Þ shing tackle 
including masses of rods from all the top names.

www.nwac.co.uk

RETAILER

RETAILER

Glasgow Angling Centre is one of the largest online 
tackle dealers in the UK.

www.Þ shingmegastore.com

RETAILER

Shopping 

MANUFACTURER
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RETAILER

RETAILER

RETAILER

An international manufacturer and distributor of the Þ nest 
Þ shing equipment and accessories.

www.shimano.com

MANUFACTURER

The best sea lures, guaranteed to help you catch every 
time.

www.uk-hooks.com

Spectacular Þ shing holidays.
www.sportquest.org

HOLIDAY

Visit the website to view the full product and brand 
ranges. 

www.tronixpro.co.uk

MANUFACTURER

The wholesale expert in a large variety of Þ shing tackle.
www.anglingdirect.co.uk

The Scottish Borders’ premier supplier of quality sea 
Þ shing tackle and outdoor accessories.

www.gamefairdirect.com

RETAILER

MANUFACTURER MANUFACTURER

For generations, anglers the world over have put their trust 
in Abu Garcia for tackle that withstands the toughest tests.

www.abugarcia.com
Top-of-the-range rainwear, light-duty and heavy-duty, that 
will keep you 100 per cent dry for all angling occasions.

www.vassrainwear.co.uk

Join the sea angling community and have your questions 
answered by TSF’s experts.

www.anglinganswers.com

FORUM

A comprehensive forum with up-to-date Þ shing reports 
and blogs.

www.worldseaÞ shing.com

To promote your 
website here for only 
£20 per month, call

MATTHEW ON 
020 3137 2406

And Twitter too!
@TotalSea

We’re on 
Facebook!

To see more of the TSF 
recommended websites, 
plus our blogs, weekly 
competitions, Þ shing 

reports and daily news 
updates, visit our website!

www.totalseamagazine.com

FORUM
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Caught A Fish? Want to share your latest catch with the sea fishing community? E-mail paul.dennis@dhpub.co.uk
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TSF has teamed up with
tackle giant Shakespeare to
give the Catch Of The Month
winner two packs of superb
Devil’s Own HellÞre Worms
and HellÞre Shads worth
£13.96, as well as a spool
of red Beta monoÞlament
line worth £5. All runners-up
will receive a pack of Devil’s
Own HellÞre Worms or
HellÞre Shads.

But that’s not all: every
three months the three
Catch Of The Month winners
will be put into a draw
where one of them will win
more than £250 worth of
Shakespeare rods, reels
and line, including the Agility
and Sigma brands.

WHAT YOU
CAN WIN!

CATCH
OF THE

MONTH
LONG RUN TEMPTS BASS
Who: Gareth Mckean
What: 6lb bass
Where: Amlwch

Gareth hit the road to bag this Þne bass.
He recounted: “After travelling for two hours

from my home town of Southport to Amlwch, I
set up early around 7.30am and started Þshing
with a 115mm white Red Gill Rascal lure.

“Within a few casts I had a strong pull down
on the rod followed by the sound of a zooming
drag. After a long Þrst run of about 30 yards I
managed to tame the Þsh and land it.

“After weighing it on Reuben Heaton ßyweight
MK2 scales it was spot on 6lb and I was made
up with my new bass PB.”

A NOT SO GRIM SHORE
RAY
Who: Jamie Grimshaw
What: 22lb 11oz blonde ray
Where: South Devon

Jamie found a spot of good
shore near his south Devon
home and landed this 22lb
11oz blonde ray.

He offered a squid-
and-sandeel cocktail on a
pulley Pennel rig to tempt
the big ray, setting a new
PB for the species.

THE DORSET COD SQUAD
Who: Chris Reeks
What: 21lb cod
Where: West Bay

An ever-popular Sidewinder
rhubarb-and-custard lure
worked its magic for Chris
when he tempted this 21lb
cod.

Chris enjoyed a hectic
day’s sport aboard skipper
Steve Wake’s boat,
Channel Warrior, out of
West Bay, Dorset.
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CatchClass

SEND IN YOUR CATCH REPORT
To win some lures from Devil’s Own, send in a good-quality picture
of your catch and Þll in the form, which is available on our website,

www.totalseamagazine.com, plus add any other interesting facts
about your catch. Catch of the Month winners will be put into a draw

to win £250 worth of Shakespeare tackle.
Send your entry to: Catch Scene, Total Sea Fishing, 1 Whittle

Close, Drayton Fields, Daventry, Northants NN11 8RQ, or e-mail high-
quality images to: paul.dennis@dhpub.co.uk.

BLONDE FALLS FOR NIGEL
Who: Nigel Thompson
What: 13lb 9oz blonde ray
Where: Barry Island

A Sunday session saw Nigel land this cracking blonde
ray from a local mark.

A single sandeel banged out a good distance from
a shore spot on Barry Island, South Wales, produced
the 13lb 9oz specimen for Nigel, who was delighted
with the daylight capture.

SMOOTH TALK FOR ALEX
Who: Alex Mutter
What: 8lb smoothhound
Where: Bracklesham Bay

Alex’s only smoothhound trip of the year produced this
8lb sample for him.

A hardback crab mounted on a 4/0 Tronixpro Big
Dog hook did the trick for Ashtead, Kent, youngster
Alex, who struck at low tide at the West Sussex venue.

SIDEWINDER STRIKE FOR
FREDDIE
Who: Freddie Adams
What: 10lb cod
Where: Newhaven

Young Freddie, aged 10, from
Rayleigh, Essex, was delighted
with this 10lb cod that wolfed
down his Sidewinder lure.

Freddie was on a wreck
Þshing trip aboard Dave
Elliott’s boat, Ocean Warrior 3,
out of Newhaven, East Sussex.

WHERE THERE’S A WILLIS THERE’S A WEIGH-IN
Who: Roy Willis
What: 25lb cod
Where: Paignton

The coast is a fair trek for Bracknell, Berkshire,
resident Roy – especially when he heads down to
Paignton in Devon.

But the journey was well worthwhile because
Roy bagged this 25lb cod while Þshing from Simon
Pedley’s boat, Our Joe-l.

“This was a new PB for me,” enthused Roy, who
used a rhubarb-and-custard lure to tempt the biggie.

JOHN DORY GLORY
Who: Duncan Fleming
What: 8lb 12oz John Dory
Where: Poole, Dorset

Sam Cummings’ famous charter boat
Silver Spray played host to Oxfordshire’s
Bicester SAC on a productive outing.

The most talked about catch was this
8lb 12oz John Dory landed by Duncan.

It set a new boat record, and a new
PB for Duncan.

A blue Sidewinder lure on a long trace
did the trick for Mr Fleming.
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BLONDE
Andy Webb downed the Dramamine
and went aßoat in search of a
personal-best blonde ray.

For this adventure
I stepped aboard
the charter boat
Saltwind out of

Dartmouth in Devon, where
a few local anglers and I
were to head out on the
Skerries to target blonde rays
and plaice.

It all started with an invite
from my ThreeSixty Sea
Angling video cameraman
Karl Monk. Karl’s father,
Martyn, was putting a trip
together for his workmate,
who was getting married,
as a bit of a stag-do extra.
Martyn had been aboard
Saltwind many years back 
under a different skipper,
and said that it would make
for a great day out.

To be honest I’m not
much of a boat fishing fan.
However, the fact that we 
were to target blonde rays
off that area brought a little
smile to my face. I’ve fished
the area from the shore
for many years targeting
blonde rays, and with great
success. However, I’ve always 
been after that 20lb-plus
specimen, but these types
of fish aren’t seen by many
anglers fishing these parts
from the shore. The thought
of fishing further offshore
into much deeper water
to hopefully pick up my
target sounded like a great
opportunity.

AMBITION
The weather forecast

for the day predicted mild
northwesterly winds in the 
morning, moving westerly to
around 15mph towards the
afternoon.

Joining the Monk duo and 
me was my good friend and
ThreeSixty Sea Angling team 
member Lee Greenaway,
along with other good buddy 
Edward Reilly, Jimmy 
Buchanan, Jeff  D’conceicao, 
Mark Fairnington and,
the stag of the day, Kevin 
Manners.

Now, to be honest, this was 
only the second time in my
life that I’d been out charter-
boat fishing. I’ve had a couple
of bad encounters when it
comes to boats, as many
years ago my good friend 
Edward’s boat always seemed 
to break down everytime I
stepped out on it. Maybe I 
was a jinx or perhaps it was
bad mechanical skills on his
part, but I’m not quite sure.

The plan was to meet at
McDonald’s at Paignton at 
7:30am on the Saturday
morning, then head down
to the Kingswear side of
Dartmouth to where we
could park the cars in the
marina car park for £6 all
day, saving the other guys 
who were travelling up from
Plymouth £10 to cross over
on the ferry.

The night before, Lee came

Eddie Reilly makes an early 
bid for the big-Þsh prize with
a decent small-eyed ray.
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to stay at my home as we
had a very early start the
following morning. We sat 
down and sorted out our
tackle boxes while watching
UFC (Ultimate Fighting
Championship) Friday night
fight night. We packed a
mixture of Cox & Rawle 
hooks, Gemini components
including zip sliders, which 
we were to use for simple
running-leger rigs, along
with a selection of Ultima
trace lines, and, of course,
we both loaded Ultima braid
onto our multiplier reels
ready for the following day.
The nearest thing I had to
a boat rod was a pair of
Moby Dick Uptiders that I 
use for wrasse fishing from
south Devon rock marks. So, 
with everything ready and
the packed lunch made, we
closed down the hatches for
a good night’s sleep. 

The following morning I
was woken by a text-message
alert going off on my phone 
at 5:25am. The message
read: “Time to go fi shing.”
It was from Lee who was 

downstairs and
very excited to
get going and
get aboard
Saltwind for
the day to
catch some

rays.
So, with

that, up I
got

EBB RAYS BOATANDY WANDY WEBB RAYS

and we packed up the car 
and headed down into 
Teignmouth to pick up Karl
and then over to Newton
Abbot for Jimmy.

We got to McDonald’s for
around 7am and headed in
to order some breakfast. 
Then with bellies full it was

time for me to pop a travel-
sickness tablet, as I’m 

not one of the best 
aboard a boat.

To be honest
I never
suffered 
when I was

younger,
until one

unfortunate 
night many years back when
Edward, some other friends 
and I had a night out in 
Plymouth. At the time Eddie
worked as a trawlerman
out of Plymouth, and after
a night on the town he
suggested that we went out
and slept on the boat in the 
harbour instead of getting a

taxi back to the outskirts of 
Plymouth, and he would get 
his other half Tanya to pick 
us up in the morning. Little 
did I know when I got my
head down for the night at 
around 2:30am, that when I 
awoke at around 11am the 
following day I’d fi nd myself
18 miles out to sea aboard a
working trawler. Seasickness 
and a bad hangover are not 
to be mixed, and ever since
then I’ve found the old belly 
to be a tad unfriendly to the 
sea.

The other guys arrived at 
around 7:30am and after 
they’d also grabbed some 
breakfast we all set off. 

After parking in the 
marina and unloading the 
gear, we headed down to the 
ferry slipway to be greeted 
by Paul Locke who works on 
Saltwind from time to time. 

The charter made its way 
over from the Dartmouth 
side and we all climbed 
aboard, to be greeted by the 

Lee Greenaway
gets in on the act
with a spotted ray.

Karl Monk swaps 
camera duties for a
bit of plaice action.
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skipper, Dave Ridalls. 
Dave bought the boat in

February 2010, and, having
sold his passenger-boat 
company in 2008, couldn’t
resist turning a hobby
into a business. He’d seen
that Saltwind was for sale
as former owner Lloyd
Saunders was retiring, and
had always admired her
strength and seaworthiness.

The boat was built at St
Peterport in Guernsey in
1985, the year that Dave got
his skipper’s ticket. She was 
towed across the Channel
as a bare hull to Galmpton
Boatyard on the River Dart
where Lloyd fitted her out.
Lloyd had her built to very
high standards and used his
experience of his previous
boats to fit her out exactly as

he wanted. Instead of calling
her Saltwind 3, he called 
her Saltwind of Dart, and
she has landed many British
Records.

Dave started to chat 
through the safety issues,
then told us about the day’s
plans, to which we would
first collect bait and then
target the rays, followed by a
bit of plaice fishing, and with
this we were off. 

The sea was a little choppy
as we made our way out.
Looking back towards the
mainland you could see
Blackpool Sands, Slapton, 
Beesands and, further out 
towards the headland, Start
Point.

Within 10 minutes of
leaving the marina we were
all fishing for bait, so with

mackerel feathers attached 
to the lad’s rods they started 
to pull in mackerel and
launce, which were kept in
the live tank on the boat,
ready to be used to target 
the plaice and rays. Lee 
also caught a gurnard 
and Eddie a double-shot
of whiting, which were
all released back to fight
another day.

After 10 minutes or so
we’d collected more than 
enough bait for the day’s
fishing, so the skipper
started up Saltwind
and headed more
towards Start
Point where he
anchored up
around a mile or
so off it. 

By now the

guys and myself had baited
up ready for the rays. I went 
for a running-leger rig made 
up of a Gemini zip slider,

bead and power
swivel, to which
I attached a
long flowing

40lb trace. 
Then I
connected
two 7/0 Cox 

& Rawle 

The plaice are small
but Þn-perfect.

Eddie rubs salt 
into the wound

by bagging
plaice as well.

A well-stocked bait
table is soon raided.

Putting new braid onto the reels
is done the night before the trip.
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Uptide Extra hooks to the
business end and a whole
squid and double sandeel.

This would be what I’d
use for targeting blonde rays
from the shore. The only
difference was that I would 
use a pulley drop-down rig
to allow me to clip down and
cast, but, with only having
to drop the bait overboard,
a basic running-leger rig
would be fine.

The other lads were all
using the same rigs, too, only 
they were baiting up with
fresh mackerel. So, with the
anchor set, it was time to
lower the baits and try to get
lucky.

Now, to give the day an 
extra bit of fun, we each put
£5 into a pot, with the angler
who landed the biggest fish
taking the lot.

When my rod began to
show signs of a fish on
the end, I thought it was a
good start. Unfortunately
the first bite of the day was
from a dogfish. The guys
were taking the micky as I
unhooked the rather chunky
doggy and released it to fight
another day.

When Eddie’s ratchet 
started to run he lifted into
a nice bending rod tip. It
definitely wasn’t a dogfish,
and moments later we were
greeted by a nice small-eyed
ray that took the scales
down to 10lb 10oz.

Eddie released the ray and
said: “You boys might as well 
give me all your fivers now!”
With that everyone was glued
to their rod tips.

Moments later Lee’s rod 
top was next to see some
action, and as his ratchet
screamed off he wound 
into the fish. It seemed to
come straight to the surface
and we could see ray wings 
around 50 yards in front of 
us.

At first we all thought that
he’d hit the target species
and caught a blonde, but, as 
it got closer, wrapped up like 
a ball, we could see that it
was a nice-sized spotted ray.
A few photos were taken and
the fish was released.

We were fishing at around
30 feet at this time and after
a quiet spell the skipper
suggested heading out to
another spot.

Once again there were no
signs of any rays, so the lads
started to set up plaice rigs. 
Within minutes we were
reeling in plaice like there
was no tomorrow. Martyn 
had brought a complete
mixture of baits with him,
including sandeel, mussels,
crab, squid, black lug,
and rag, and the lads were
taking full advantage of the 
selection.

Jimmy was pulling up a
plaice every drop. He was
using a basic running-leger

rig with a few Gemini beads
as attractors. He also utilised
a light 3oz lead moving it
freely along the bottom,
which seemed to be adding
movement and hitting into
the plaice every time.

It was approaching 4pm
and the day seemed to have
flown by, but it was time
to make our way back to
Dartmouth Marina.

Eddie won the cash 
pot, meaning that he’d 
had a great day’s fi shing
for free, but everyone had
experienced an enjoyable 
day, which was well worth 
the cost of £35 each. There
are actually days when I
spend double that targeting 
fish from the shore around
the UK! With the prices of 

fuel and bait mixed in, 
it can be quite expensive 
shore fishing at times.

I found my day aboard 
Saltwind very enjoyable, 
with great company and at 
a great price. The skipper
and crew were great guys 
and helped us all with 
landing the fish, and, even
more importantly, they put 
us among them. 

Saltwind is a must-
book charter for any 
anglers looking to fi sh out
of Dartmouth, whether
fishing the Skerries banks
or wreck fishing. I will
be booking up again very 
soon to, fi ngers crossed,
get among those big 30lb 
blondes.

To be continued…

BOATANDY WEBB RAYS

Andy’s into a Þ sh
– unfortunately 
it’s a doggie.

Back in port – the
intrepid stag-do gang.
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SPOTLIGHT TERRY MORRIS

This month we
meet the skipper of
Looe charter boat
Out The Blue…
Terry Morris.

TERRY MORRIS

I’ve been working in and
on the water for close on
20 years, but, before that,
like many youngsters,

I loved messing around in
boats. I started at the age of 10
with a 12ft wooden boat with
a 3hp engine, then progressed
from that to boats of all
shapes and sizes, including
offshore power boats.

In my working life I started
off as a boatman in Poole
Harbour in Dorset. I then
purchased a P3 hull from
ProCharter in Wadebridge,
Cornwall, and built what is
now known as Raptor.

I worked Raptor out of
South Haven Point, Poole
Harbour, Dorset, for around
five years before moving down
here to beautiful Looe. Quite
apart from angling, Looe is a
very pretty little place and also
has a massive commercial
fishing history, although
nowadays there aren’t that
many trawlers here.

Although Raptor is a very
fast and beautiful boat, she
wasn’t quite suited to the
heavy workload that Looe is
now supplying me with, so I
purchased Out The Blue.

Out The Blue is a traditional
Lochin 33 open-decked
workboat with the renowned
Lochin stability and sea-
keeping capabilities. She has
the added bonus of a nice
new Iveco NEF 450 electronic
diesel engine, providing
cruising speeds of 12 to 14
knots and a sprint speed of
22 knots. She has a spacious
cabin that will seat four
people inside and an outside

SKIPPER’S SPOTLIGHT

canopy, large enough
to accommodate
everybody in bad
weather. She’s been
fitted out with large
livebait tanks for those
serious anglers, plus
Icetech fish boxes to
keep catches in table
condition.

Just outside Looe
there are many reefs
and wrecks to fish,
and we don’t usually
even have to stray
more than 10 miles
for a good day’s
sport. The variety
of fish available is
staggering, with cod, pollack,
ling, coalies and monkfish,
to name but a few – and not
forgetting the sharks, for
which Looe is very famous.

Species hunts are very
popular, too, with at least
10 different species landed
regularly. We’ve had some
rarities like red bandfish and
John Dorys in the mix, plus

species that aren’t caught in
many UK locations these days
– red bream and coalfish.

Getting to Looe is easy
because we’re only five miles
from the A38, and, for those
who fancy a longer stay, my
partner Kate and I provide
accommodation for anglers
on the East Looe Quay. We
have two one-bed apartments

with secure, lockable on-site
parking and fish-processing
and fish-keeping facilities
– see our website, www.
looevalleyholidays.co.uk, for
details.

So, there you have it, my
boat and me in a nutshell –
oh, and when I’m not fishing,
I’m usually shooting, but
that’s another story.

Fact File
W: looefishing.co.uk
T: 07855 033155
E: mterry998@aol.com
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Its back! The Abu Ambassadeur 6500 Blue Yonder multiplier reel, last produced around 
the year 1999. This brand new reel is manufactured in Sweden and has been totally 
updated and modernized to stand up to the rigours of modern surfcasting styles 
and techniques.

abugarcia-fishing.co.uk

AMBASSADEUR BLUE YONDER

for life™

made in 
sweden



FOR THE MONEY”

*Subject to availability

“AN AWESOME ROD
FOR THE MONEY”

CALLUM GRAHAM

DISTRIBUTED BY

“AN AWESOME ROD
FOR THE MONEY”

CALLUM GRAHAM

FREE
BASEBALL CAP
WITH EVERY ROD

*Subject to availability

AVAILABLE FROM TACKLE RETAILERS AROUND THE UK & IRELAND
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