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The all-new XSR900 delivers iconic Yamaha styling of yesteryear with the latest cutting-edge technology. Based on 
the award-winning FZ-09, it features a quick-revving 847cc crossplane concept inline three-cylinder engine; YCC-T          
ride-by-wire engine control, traction control and adjustable throttle response; narrow chassis for light, nimble handling; 
sporty, all-purpose ergonomics with comfortable upright position; anti-lock brakes; and high-tech instrumentation.                 
The all-new XSR900. It takes you backward and forward very quickly.

Professional riders depicted on a closed course. Dress properly for your ride with a helmet, eye protection, long-sleeved shirt, long pants, gloves and boots.  Do not drink and ride – it is illegal and dangerous. 
Yamaha and the Motorcycle Safety Foundation encourage you to ride safely and respect the environment. For further information regarding the MSF course, please call 1-800-446-9227. Some models shown 
with optional accessories.  ©2016 Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.S.A. All rights reserved.

For your nearest Pro Yamaha dealer and to learn more about the 2016 XSR900 and full line of Yamaha motorcycles, visit YamahaMotorsports.com

A REVERENCE FOR THE PAST. 
A ROCKET TO THE FUTURE.

The 2016 XSR900 and New Sport Heritage Line. 

SR400 ™

BOLT ® C-Spec



™

Inspired by the past. Engineered for the future.

XSR900 ™
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Sports are the most important things that don’t matter one bit. 

That universal truth which sounds like a Yogi Berra quote—but isn’t—has been riffed by the likes of novelist Robert 
B Parker (writing about baseball) and the Men in Blazers (talking about soccer) because even we zealous sports 
fanatics are a little ashamed about how much we care. I’m moved to tears about once every other month, which I 
am not embarrassed to share, however I feel guilty to admit that all but one of the instances when I was brought to 
the extreme emotion last year was because of sports. I’ve probably seen the movie Rudy more than 40 times and 
upon every viewing I still get misty. If you are not into sports (the kind of person, who, when confronted with athletics 
uses the phrase “sportsball”) perhaps you are an “animal person,” do you know how you can watch gory movies and 
shows without fl inching but the second a dog dies in a movie you are inconsolable? We sports fans have a similar 
social hierarchy contradiction.

Sports affect us for a myriad of reasons, some of the big ones being nostalgia, astonishment of the human spectacle 
and civic pride. At Inked we are proud that some of the greatest athletes in the world are from our tattooed commu-
nity, staffer Charlie Connell (7, who was a ferocious 10 year-old on the soccer pitch in 1990) names the top tattooed 
players in their respective arena. Leticia Bufoni didn’t need Connell to tell her she’s one of the best on the planet as 
Ms. Bufoni was ranked 1st by World Cup Skateboarding four years in a row. She was shot by Jen Rosenstein (8) for 
this issue while another skater, Jason Adams (3), shows that his creativity extends past the ramp by offering his art 
for our pages. Certainly not the best boxers in the world, perhaps not even the best boxers in their own tattoo shops, 
also get their shine in this issue. Follow Richard Whittaker (1) down to Keith Underwood’s tattooer-on-tattooer 
fi ght night Tattooed Gloves in Stick & Move. We got to thinking about gloves: boxing trunks and MMA shorts are so 
ostentatious yet the gloves are drab. We tapped artists, among them Marilyn Rondón (2) to deck out MMA gloves 
which were modeled by Gabriel Messuti (6). For a different type of swing, Kevin Fippin (4) went to the driving range 
with Sacramento Kings’ big man Willie Cauley-Stein. 

Remember Chris Webber’s Kings jersey? That was sweet. Maybe I’m just a ‘90s kid but that was the golden age of 
sports apparel. We teamed up with Mitchell & Ness to outfi t (barely, mind you) Misty Mason and Annasthesia Suicide 
(5, with me) in throwback swag. We even took a shot and tried to update that iconic Bo Jackson “The Ball Player” 
poster from the days of yore (page 26).

“‘You miss 100% of the shots you don’t take. —Wayne Gretzy’ —Michael Scott” —Rocky Rakovic

Rocky Rakovic
Editor-In-Chief
editor@inkedmag.comIN
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@ITSLINDAMARIE @ITSDONBENJAMIN

@JACEYMCADON @STACIDEANA

WRITE US. GOT SOMETHING TO SAY? SEND ALL PRAISE, COMPLAINTS, STORY SUGGESTIONS, AND OTHER COMMENTS TO LETTERS@INKEDMAG.COM. ALL SUBMISSIONS SHOULD INCLUDE THE WRITER’S NAME 
AND ADDRESS. LETTERS MAY BE EDITED FOR CLARITY, LENGTH, AND CONTENT. ALSO JOIN THE PARTY AT FACEBOOK.COM/INKEDMAG AND ACROSS PLATFORMS @INKEDMAG.

BY: VALENTINA RIABOVA @VAL_TATBOO
Want to be a Tattoo of the Month?
E-mail your ink to editor@inkedmag.com

TATTOO OF THE MONTH

DRAWN TO SAMII. We love our creative audience. Every day when we check 
our e-mail and open our actual mail (remember that?) we receive absolute 
treasures from you guys. Last month we got this handwritten note from Jamie 
Kan: “Dear Rocky and other badasses who work at Inked Mag, Of course 
it’s the millionth time you’ve heard this but, your shit is badass! I’m currently 
an illustrator graphic artist aspiring to become part of the inked world. All the 
women featured in Inked just exudes badassery and is what inspired my series 
called Babz. I love drawing bad bitches. I hope you get a kick out of these 
drawings. Thanks for being awesome and unapologetic.” Her illustration of our 
last cover with Samii Ryan is above.

SAMII RYAN 
Kim Kreczmer I absolutely love 
the vintage pin-up look, the model is 
gorgeous, her tattoos are fabulous and 
the red lipstick brings out her blue eyes! 
Great picture! 
Candace Hollinsworth She looks 
like Miley Cyrus! 
SARA X 

Anthony Michael Melendez You 
could probably pull off Jessica Rabbit 
really well. 
KELLY EDEN 
Bonnie Reid Think I broke into a sweat 
looking at that.... 
Christopher Zablocki She reminds 
me of icing on a birthday cake. 
Robert M Jackson III Yeahowza 
Hollie Wakely My little sister (she’s 
two years-old) was looking over my shoul-
der as I was scrolling... “Look at the pretty 
mermaid,” she said. I told her, “that’s not a 
mermaid that’s a girl.” She replied, “she’s 
a pretty mermaid and she has pretty pink 
hair just like I want.” 

INKEDSTAGRAM: HASHTAG YOUR SELFIE #INKEDMAG 
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P H O T O S  B Y  R Y A N  D W Y E R

If I had to choose one piece, I love my tattooed geisha on my 

leg. My leg piece and rib pieces were all done by Tony Ranger 

at Skin FX in the Gold Coast, Australia. My whole design is 

based on the yakuza body suit. I wanted something I could 

cover up with a suit by day and expose at night—kind of like 

Super Woman too!

The geisha represents old school traditionalism—family, 

respect and honor—while the tattoos represent today’s aspect 

of beauty to me. 

I have been training in Muay Thai and boxing for about six 

years now. I have worked at one of Australia’s best gyms, 

UTC, and have watched some amazing athletes like James 

Tehuna, Ross Pearson, Richie Walsh, Mike Wilkinson, Arlene 

Blencowe and Peter Graham train. I’ve had training sessions 

with some of the best coaches like Lincoln Hudson, Dylan 

Resnekov and Ashkan Mokhtarian. The fi ght world is like a 

family. Every fi ght night is like seeing your old friends who 

have the same passion and love for the sport that you do. 

Recently I have passed and acquired my license to be a MMA 

K1 Muay Thai Mod Thai judge and referee as well as being 

the PR representative for MASA which is one of the govern-

ing sanctions for combat sports here in NSW Australia. So 

my main focus at the moment is training for my fi rst fi ght and 

judging and refereeing as many fi ghts as I can while keeping 

this sport I love alive, safe and well represented.

I love watching the fi ghts! The great thing about what I do, 

whether it be judging or being the card girl, is that I get front 

row tickets to see the action which includes the occasional 

splatter of blood—and get paid to be there! 

There is good and bad sides to being a ring card girl. I abso-

lutely love it because not many people expect to see a heavily 

tattooed girl up there and the crowd loves it! People are 

slowly realizing that tattoos are not just for strippers, bikers 

and criminals. You can have a business-minded girl next door 

who just happens to wear her soul on her skin because she 

is that comfortable with herself. A lot of women don’t like 

the idea of being in a bikini or shorts and a tank top, they 

feel it is degrading but I feel it is the most empowering thing. 

In today’s society to feel at one with your body and derive 

confi dence from it (especially if it is heavily tattooed) is an 

amazing thing!

TATTOOED
KATIA
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SURGEON GENERAL’S WARNING: Smoking By
Pregnant Women May Result in Fetal Injury,

Premature Birth, And Low Birth Weight.

BOLD. UNAPOLOGETIC. The most satisfying smoke... ever!  
RED SUN features the highest nicotine of any cigarette  

sold in America.  Why is more better?  Because RED SUN  
smokers enjoy greater satisfaction with every cigarette.  

So go ahead and enjoy more.  RED SUN... EXTREMELY NICOTINE.
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There are people out there that 
consider the idea of balancing pre-
cariously on a plank of wood while 
trying your damnedest not to shatter 
an ankle dangerous, pointless, and 
downright insane. But bend the ear 
of any skater who just landed his or 
her first kick flip, or finally worked up 
the balls to hop a fence and drop in to 
that vacant pool and you might learn 
a thing or two about the unparalleled 
satisfaction that comes from creating 
something from nothing. It’s a concept 
that skate pioneer, artist and punk 
rocker-for-life Jason Adams lives. 

“I think skateboarding and visual 
art are very similar,” Adams says. 
“They’re both creative expression.” 
The painter and pro skater has been 
chewing up concrete since the early 
‘90s, fueled by his love of the classic 
‘80s street skaters and the heyday of 
hardcore, Adams has been able to live 
the dream of carving out a living with a 
plank of wood or a can of paint, even 

though he thinks that he sucks. 
“I can’t draw for shit,” the humble 

Adams confesses. “I’m not naturally 
talented at skateboarding or art really. 
My talent—for lack of a better word— 
lies in my drive and ability to work 
around all my limitations. I guess that 
takes creativity, but raw art talent I do 
not have.” 

One look at his bright, high con-
trast art and you can tell what he’s all 
about. Portraits of Elvis, Joe Strummer 
and Johnny Cash, hand-stenciled 
band logos with lyrics and phrases 
scrawled across, over and under dif-
ferent layers of Krylon strike an imme-
diate chord with like-minded human 
cannonballs.

“When I got into skateboarding 
I was always attracted to the more 
creative minded pros like Lucero, 
Lance Mountain, Mark Gonzales, Neil 
Blender, a lot of those guys did their 
own graphics. I wanted to be able to 
do that so bad! So from being into 

punk I also loved the aesthetic of it all. 
Flyers and zines and record covers, I 
loved the whole cut and paste vibe.” 
But, like every young skater that never 
thought they’d go pro, and every tour-
ing punk band that thought it foolhardy 
to expect anything but gas money 
for a gig, Adams knew better than to 
expect success, but was pleasantly 
surprised when he did. 

“I didn’t look at it as art.” He 
explains, “I was just cutting and paint-
ing stencils. I came across a book of 
stencil art, and saw all these people 
doing ‘fine art’ pieces and getting 
gallery shows. After I saw that I went 
full bore and tried to figure out how to 
take all of this to another level.” Over 
the years, Jason Adams has done just 
that, propelling himself upwards to the 
legendary status of the DIY scene that 
spawned him, able to vacillate back 
and forth between the life of a pro 
skater and a fine artist. He’s grinded 
out genius. —Nick Fierro

Jason  Adams
Nowheresv i l l e ,  USA

SPIN ART
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#DARK JEANS
cheyennetattoo.com/ink

MADE IN GERMANY

cheyennetattoo.com



Peak-A-
Boo
Orlando, FL
M O N I C A  K U K O W S K I  S E R V E S  U P  S M I L E S 
A N D  B E E R  AT  T W I N  P E A K S  I N  O R L A N D O
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H OW WO U LD YO U D E S C R I B E TWI N 
PEAKS?
Twin Peaks is an amazing place to 
travel to when in search for a great 
atmosphere and great company.  

B E ST  TH I N G O N TH E  M E N U?
Our best food item is our tasteful 24 
oz T-bone steak. The best part of my 
bar are the top shelf selections of 
bourbon, scotch, and whiskey. 

W H AT ’S  YO U R FAV O R ITE  D R I N K  TO 
M A KE? 
I really enjoy making Dirty Mexican’s 
and Chocolate Covered Pretzels. 

W H AT D O YO U R C U STO M E R S N OT I C E 
F I R ST :  YO U R EYE S ,  YO U R TAT TO O S 
O R YO U R B R E A STS?
I would like to say my guests see my 
tattoos fi rst but I’m sure they notice 
my boobs!  

D O E S YO U R U N I F O R M S H O W O F F 
YO U R TAT TO O S E N O U G H?
Wearing my uniform reveals all of my 
tattoos—from my neck all the way 
down to my legs.   

D O YO U H AV E  A  FAV O R ITE  TAT TO O?
My favorite tattoo is my Elvis Presley 
sleeve. My whole arm has different 
pieces of Elvis’s life including a 
portrait of my Bluetick Coonhound 
puppy, Elvis. Johnny Coppersnake 
does all of my tattoos. He works 
at a shop called Orlando Tattoo 
Company. 
  
W H AT I S  TH E  TAT TO O S C E N E L I KE 
I N  O R L A N D O?
The tattoo scene is very big here in 
Orlando. A majority of our generation 
in Orlando has at least fi ve tattoos. 

H AV E  YO U E V E R S E E N TH E  S H O W 
TWIN PEAKS? 
When I started working at Twin 
Peaks, I would get asked a lot if 
the restaurant was based off of the 
show. I never heard of it before so 
I had to investigate. I watched a 
couple episodes....it’s defi nitely odd. 
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Pho t o  b y  M i chae l  K r au s

Photo by Michael Kraus
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The Cos-Bro-Politain

1.5 oz Industry Standard Vodka
2 oz Red Bull

.5 oz cranberry juice
Serve over ice (or just drink it 

straight from the shaker) 

The Gator Wrangler

1.5 oz Tito’s Handmade Vodka
.5 oz Everclear

2.5 oz Lemon Lime Gatorade
Serve straight up and chilled

The Drago

1.5 oz Hangar 1 Vodka
.5 oz Kahlua

2 oz Muscle Milk
Serve over ice with a 
chocolate syrup swirl.
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P H OTO S  BY  M I C H A E L  K R A U S

M o d e l  G a b r i e l  M e s s u t i   |    P h o t o s  b y  M i c h a e l  K r a u s

Artists punch up MMA gloves in a project exclusive to Inked
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M I A M I  B E A C H ,  F L

MARILYN RONDÓN
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D E T R O I T ,  M I C H I G A N

PONY LAWSON

APRIL 2016  |  39  



G R A N D  J U N C T I O N ,  C O

ARLO DICRISTINA
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D A L L A S  ,  T E X A S

JAY JOREE

APRIL 
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Black velvet in the front, ruthless golden skull in 
the back. Parisian designer Harow created the 
most sinister throne we’ve seen since the one 
with the swords on that HBO show. The chair 
is pure ergonomic art, fit for any rebel billionaire. 
What is the most that you would pay for this 
badass piece coated in 24-karat gold? If your 
number is less than $500,000 we are sorry to 
inform you that the armchair costs half a million.

While surveying the area around his new 
home a man unwittingly disturbs ancient, 
demonic forces in the woods that become 
fixated on his infant son. While it might 
seem like a typical “monsters are outside 
our house” type of formula, The Hallow 
stands above the rest thanks to its visual 
style, practical creature effects, and fa-
ble-inspired quality. —G.M.

Head of the Table
THE THICK OF IT

When the U.S. government simulated a bio-ter-
rorist attack in major metropolitan areas, it came 
to a chilling conclusion. No matter what plan of-
ficials put forward, institutional breakdowns, civil 
disorder and massive civilian casualties were un-
avoidable. The Division recreates this pandemo-
nium, placing you and three friends in Manhattan 
after a Black Friday attack leaves millions dead 
and the city in quarantine. As an operative, you 
must establish a base of operations and learn 
how this virus took root using high-end gadgetry 
and military grade weaponry. —Matt Bertz  

WAR GAMES

Clash   
of the Titans

We clamor to see the best take on the best—Brady v Manning, 
Curry v LeBron, Rousey v Holm—yet will Batman v Superman live 
up to the hype? In an effort to replicate the massively successful 
Marvel movie formula, DC Comics is finally getting into gear and 
throwing all of their biggest superheroes into this sequel to Man of 
Steel. Some see Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice as a hasty 
move, but  we’re still excited to see Superman (Henry Cavill) take 
on Batman (Ben Affleck) along with the first ever big screen ap-
pearance of Wonder Woman (Gal Gadot). Other favorite heroes 
like Aquaman and The Flash are rumored to cameo, which will 
pave the way for more DC Comic standalone movies as well as 
the inevitable Justice League movie. Zack Snyder (Man of Steel, 
Watchmen) directs the pivotal movie for DC Comics, hopefully it 
doesn’t become Tyson v Spinks.  —Gil Macias

C U LT U R E



Till Death Do Us Part

@IzandCo

www.izandco.com

Iz&Co.
10% off with code: inked10 / valid until May 15, 2016



THE INKED PLAYLIST
B Y  J O N A H  B A Y E R

BIG BLACK DELTA
“Kid Icarus” 

Big Black Delta perfectly pair Depeche Mode-esque 
darkness with pop hooks. 

BLACK COBRA
 “Eye Among The Blind”

Black Cobra’s heavy rock sound is a mix between Metallica 
and Motorhead. Respect.  

BLOC PARTY  
 “Virtue” 

This minimalist indie-rock gem proves that you don’t need 
studio trickery in order to craft a memorable tune. 

DEAD HEAVENS
 “Feel Low”  

Hardcore legend Walter Schreifels gets trippy on this 
hypnotic hellblazer.

^ EXPLOSIONS IN THE SKY
“Disintegration Anxiety”

The kings of instrumental rock return with this syncopated 
slab of beauty. 

IGGY POP & JOSH HOMME
“Break Into Your Heart” 

This all-star collaboration is as sexy and satisfying as you 
would imagine.  

DEATH INDEX
“Dream Machine”

This blast of distortion-drenched fury has as much grit as 
it does groove. 

DREAM THEATER 
“The Gift Of Music”

No joke, this technical masterpiece would make the 
members of Rush blush.   

PUP 
“DVP”

PUP defy genres with this kinetic rager which brilliantly 
walks the line between melody and chaos.

 
THE JOY FORMIDABLE

“The Last Thing On My Mind”
This slinky  song recalls eighties pop without sounding 

contrived.

Coming this month are sick (in more meanings than the 
traditional sense) Kidrobot Dunny figures designed by Mishka. 
If you are unfamiliar with Mishka they are a street-punk-hip-hop 
inspired designer “based out of Brooklyn but born in Hell.” 
Contributing artists include Greg Rivera, L’Amour Supreme, 
Maurice Blanco, Dane Thompson, Ray Martinez and Mikhail 
Bortnik. And of course more than a few of the designs feature 
Mishka’s signature haunting eyeball. 

THE 8 YOU LOVE TO HATE
Quentin Tarantino’s The Hateful Eight (out 
on blu-ray) is a post-Civil War Western 
about a bounty hunter named John “The 
Hangman” Ruth (Kurt Russell) and his 
outlaw prisoner (Jennifer Jason Leigh), who 
take shelter in a stagecoach stopover during 
a blizzard. Ruth is on guard with all of the 
other suspicious occupants, including two 
strangers he picked up along the way. Then 
things come to a boiling point. —G.M

GETTING TOO OLD FOR THIS SHIT

Marvel unleashes their third Captain America movie which follows the 
events of Avengers: Age of Ultron. It’s loaded with so many characters, they 
might as well just call it Avengers 2.5 but it is Captain America: Civil War. 
The titular character, Iron Man, Black Widow, Scarlet Witch, Vision, Falcon, 
and Hawkeye return, Ant-Man joins the fun, Black Panther makes his debut, 
and—geeks, try not to piss your pants—Spider-Man (Tom Holland) finally 
make his long-awaited appearance in the official Marvel cinematic universe! 
This ain’t no happy reunion though. The government proposes a plan to 
monitor and oversee superhero activity, which splits the Avengers into two 
opposing factions. —G.M.

All Eyes on Dunny

The first iteration of Neighbors was a surprisingly 
fun flick for both young and old audiences. In this 
continuation the new girls next door are a sorority 
lead by the sweet and vicious Chloë Grace Moretz. 
In Neighbors 2: Sorority Rising frat boy Teddy (Zac 
Efron) teams up with his former rival neighbors-
turned-friends Mac (Seth Rogen) and Kelly (Rose 
Byrne) to help try to smoke out the sorority. More 
great names involved include Selena Gomez, Dave 
Franco, Billy Eichner, Hannibal Burress and Lisa 
Kudrow. If you thought the boys were bad, the Kappa 
Nus debachery includes copious amounts of alcohol, 
hard drugs and a stripper pole (oh, to be in college 
again). While those into men will get their eye candy 
in the form of a shirtless Efron and Rogen (if he’s 
your type), if the trailer is any indication there will be 
plenty of sorority skin. “They are using their sexuality 
as a weapon!” Mac screams. We’re excited. —G.M.

Captain America, 
Fuck Yeah





Our resident Sex Columnist Jessica Wilde (@

jessicawildemfc) is here to answer your burning 

sex questions—though if it burns consult an actual 

doctor right now. She’s not a doctor, but she once 

role-played as a nurse so she’s beyond qualifi ed. 

Send your questions to press@inkedmag.com.

Is there a hookup timeline women secretly adhere to 
when they start dating a man? -Brad

Maybe if you’re in high school. If you’re dating in the adult 
world, you’ll have sex when you feel comfortable. I’m not 
going to wait the “appropriate” amount of time if it feels 
right now! I mean, its not a good idea to spread it around 
but we are all grown ups here. To your discretion. 

Do you think men are hardwired to cheat? -Amanda

I don’t think anyone is hardwired to cheat. Whether a 
person is loyal or unfaithful it’s who they are or choose to 
be. People say men are “hardwired” to spread their seed 
but I think that’s a copout excuse to run through fi elds of 
vagina. I know plenty of men that are loving, loyal parters. 
Just don’t date a douchebag.

My boyfriend has been getting some pretty personal 
photo messages on Snapchat from his friend’s wife. We 
are mutual friends but it seems odd. Is this something I 
should be worried about?
-Tiffany

Uhhh yes! Social media is a scary place especially when 
you add hormones and human nature. Ask yourself if you 
were to send photos to his friend, innocent or not if you 
would feel like that is appropriate. It sounds to me like this 
girl needs a drink because she’s thirsty at home. 

Is it a bad idea to date someone you work with?
-Mannie

Don’t date where you eat! Or something like that… 
it’s never, ever, ever a good idea to date someone you 
work with. How awkward is it going to be when you two 
don’t pan out and she hates you? She’s seen your penis 
Mannie…
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Have you ever thought you had to live up to your big brother’s successes? If you fall short—you’re a failure. If 
you take a different path—you’re wrong. What if your brother was King of Denmark, and his rival land, Paris, 
was presented to you? Would you take it? 
During Season 4 of History Channel’s Vikings, there will be more war, seduction, and deception than that 
of the years since 793 AD. Every Thursday night, Rollo, brother of King Ragnar, will be tempted not only by 
power, but by Princess Gisla of Paris—a stranger to barbaric, tattooed men like himself. 
“Is Rollo really betraying his brother?” Clive Standen (Rollo) teased Inked. “Or did he take the ultimate sacrifi ce 
to win [Paris] and give [Ragnar] the city he always wanted?” Standen says fans may see Rollo part from his 
stubborn, selfi sh habits. 
Also posing a threat to Ragnar are two new brothers to the series, both with heavy face tattoos. Makeup mas-
termind Tom McInerny said, “These are an aggressive bunch of dudes.” Ragnar also has tattoos on his head 
hinting to his sons’ names and sailing routes. 
Because there is little record of Viking tattoos, McInerny works with the actors to design each character’s ink. 
“We directly lift images from Viking carvings,” he said.
Keep an eye out for the tattooed female Vikings in Season 4 too. “[Women] were savages when they went into 
battle,” McInerny said. “They didn’t fuck around.” —Kirstie Kovats 

MARKED MEN
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HEAL
 RIGHT.
APPLY DURING & AFTER
EVERY TATTOO SESSION.



While the tattoo community has played with outlines and color 
for forever, the rest of society wants in on the fun and creativity. 
Adult coloring books are a thing, if you have been to a book 
store in the past few months you know this to be true. And while 
many of the offerings pander to the lowest common denominator 
(Color My Boobs) there are excellent exercises and complex 
designs to deck out. From the genius of Chris Garver (Invisible 
NYC, formerly Miami Ink) comes his Color Odyssey. 
With mostly hand-drawn outlines, Garver offeres 96 pages 
that are obstensively complex tattoo stencils. The book offers a 
challenge that any tattoo apprentice or art freak would revel in 
tackling. The designs are part nature, part fantasy including a 
lush garden teeming with butterflies, a sweeping oceanscape in-
habited by an octopus and an intricate elephant. Get to it, when 
we visit we want to see your best work up on the fridge.

GQ calls the raglan, “The T-shirt that will get you past first base.” We don’t think that wearing a certain piece 
of clothing should or shouldn’t help you close the deal. Seriously, the “nice shoes, wanna fuck?” line from the 
‘90s was a joke, wasn’t it? 
Moving on, or back, back to the ‘70s the height of comfort was those soft Bad News Bears-style long sleeve 
T-shirts. Those are called raglans, and with Little League/MLB/adult softball season about to get into swing it is 
time to snatch one or two to put into your rotation. 
Our top five include: Dukes Baseball 3/4 Sleeve shirt by The Hundreds (thehundreds.com) which features 
Inked contributor Alysha Nett shot by Bobby Hundreds.
Neff x Simpsons Mens Blinky Raglan Baseball Tee (neffheadwear.com). Blinky makes the coolest Japanese 
baseball mascot since the Nippon Ham Fighters.
Ebbets Field Flannel’s Havana Sugar Kings Clubhouse Shirt (ebbets.com) comes with history. “The year 1960 
saw one of the most bizarre post-season series of all time as the Sugar Kings hosted the Minneapolis Millers in 
the Little World Series with Fidel Castro and his troops present on the field in Havana’s Gran Stadium.”
Finally a cool dabbing reference in Paper Root’s Dab Raglan (http://paperrootclothing.com/). Dee Brown did 
it first Cam!
And the sharpest shirt in circulation is the Men’s Barber Shop Tee by Annex Clothing (inkedshop.com).

NEW ROTATION

THROW IN SHADE
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�YES!  Please accept my order for “Bright   
 Sofi a” for the low issue price of $39.99*. 
 I need send no money now.I will be billed 
 with shipment.

  

(Please print clearly.)

Send No Money Now!

 *Add $8.99 for shipping and service.  Deliveries to FL and IL will be billed appropriate sales tax.  All orders are 

subject to product availability and credit approval.  Edition limited to 95 casting days.  Allow 6 to 8 weeks for shipment. 

09-05486-001-E61881

9204 Center For The Arts Drive, Niles, Illinois  60714-1300

MAIL TO:

Name_________________________________________

Address_______________________________________

City________________________State_____Zip______

Signature______________________________________

MAIL TODAY!

HamiltonCollection.com/BrightSophia
©2016 HC.  All Rights Reserved. ©2016 Jasmine Becket-Griffi th.

First crafted hundreds of years ago, sugar skulls paid tribute to 
special people who had so richly sweetened their friend’s and family’s 
lives. Now, artist Jasmine Becket-Griffi th takes inspiration from these 
sugary treats to create a brightly colored fairy fi gurine who’s sure to 
sweetly touch your heart!

Handcrafted and painted by hand!

“Bright Sofi a” dazzles with all the sass and style Jasmine fans love. 
Every inch is crafted by hand and then hand-painted in a gorgeous 
array of vivid colors — just like real sugar skulls! Her pretty patterns 
are all meticulously applied by hand, too!      

Satisfaction assured or your money back!

A Hamilton exclusive, “Bright Sofi a” is hand-numbered with a 
Certifi cate of Authenticity, and backed by our one-year money-back 
guarantee. Reply now!

Shown approximate 
size of 4" high

So Fairy Sweet!
Classic sugar skull artistry fl avors 

Jasmine Becket-Griffi  th’s sweetest debut yet!

A Colorful Celebration of Love!
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There’s a special place tucked away, amongst the few remaining undeveloped fields, in the northern most tip of Cali-
fornia’s capital city.  It’s a place that isn’t special because of its history, but because it’s a place where on any given day, 
you might just see the future.

It’s freezing as we look out at the beaten and battered old cars that decorate a sprawling field of green backed up 
against Interstate 80.  We’re just a few minutes from the NBA arena where modern-day giants make their living but 
it seems like worlds away.  Nineties alternative blares from the pro shop speakers as a few locals grab a beer and a 
bucket of balls, try to make the most of what little daylight is left, and work on their long game.  All it would take is a well 
placed 8-iron and one could add another dent to the ambiance, but that’s not what we’re here for today.

We’re here to meet Willie Cauley-Stein, the 22-year-old rookie for the NBA’s Sacramento Kings, at his favorite place.  
The juxtaposition is strong as the young 7-footer strolls onto the sleepy driving range where he spends so much of his 
time.  This isn’t the kind of place most young millionaires would choose to hang out but that’s exactly why he likes it.  
You see… Willie Cauley-Stein is “different” and he gets that.

From his wardrobe, tattoos, and hair, to the way he plays the game, there’s really just nobody like him.  “I’m ahead of the 
curve.  I’m the future.  I’m ahead of what everyone else’s mind is on,” he says.  And this isn’t lip service, it’s sort of a way 
of life for him.  “Call me crazy, call me whatever you want, but it works.”

A quick sound bite might make him seem loud or brash like the stereotype of so many young professional athletes, but 
Willie is very cerebral and tends to be more of an introvert.  He spends his off days at the driving range, so you’re prob-
ably not catching him on TMZ anytime soon.  He legally changed his middle name to Trill.  He has an enormous heart 
and loves to give back to the community.  He loves art, design, fashion, and superheroes.  Forget marching to the beat 
of his own drummer.  Willie is the drummer, he writes the songs, and he doesn’t care if you sing along.  

Consider whatever your expectations are and understand that he loves to defy them.  He isn’t one to wear his emotions 
on his sleeve but he does tend to wear his motivation on his skin.

In fact, his body is sort of a motivational notebook, full of the things that drive him to be who he hopes to become.  On 
his arm you’ll find one of his earliest pieces, a quote from British journalist Walter Bagehot, “The greatest pleasure in life 
is doing what people say you cannot do.” 

Just when you think you’ve got him figured out, Willie loves to surprise you.  He was an intimidating pitcher for his high 
school baseball team in the spring, and an impossible-to-defend wide receiver on the football field in the fall.  “I think 
that’s why I played all these sports, because I wasn’t supposed to play them.  I wasn’t supposed to be good at them.  
I was so self-conscious about my height growing up, I wanted to do the opposite of what people wanted me to do, 
because I wanted to feel normal.”  

That desire to surprise us has always been there.  In fact, the future 6th overall NBA draft pick rolled onto his college 
campus on a skateboard.  “I was known as the ‘skateboard guy’ my freshman year.  People would just say, ‘Oh, that’s 
the skateboarding dude that plays on the basketball team.’  People didn’t even know my name … I was just ‘Skateboard 
dude,’” he laughed.  “It was cool.  I liked it.”  He thrives on delivering the unexpected.

Expectations aren’t new for Willie though.  They’ve always been there, and they’ve always been huge.  People treated 
him as a different type of kid growing up in Kansas.  “I think people knew, when I was coming up, that I would be 
something special.  That I had the makings of being something special.  Like some kind of messiah child.”  Well shit, no 
pressure, Willie.
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Swing Man
When Willie Cauley-Stein isn’t driving the lane he is driving golf balls
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But people had good reason to put their faith in young Cauley-Stein.  The 
intersection of unreal athleticism and ridiculous size, where Willie’s skill set 
resides, is rare territory even for top-tier NBA talents.  Very few players are 
as fast, and the ones who are, aren’t anywhere near his size.  At 7 feet tall, 
Cauley-Stein routinely guarded all five positions in college with ease.

For the uninitiated, John Calipari’s Kentucky Wildcats program is a veritable 
NBA factory.  University of Kentucky has produced twenty-five NBA draft 
picks since 2010, three of which have been picked No. 1 overall.  No, Cali-
pari doesn’t turn coal into diamonds.  He’s not in that business.  Lexington, 
Kentucky, is where blue chips go to learn how to be superstars.  But it wasn’t 
like that for Willie.

Cauley-Stein spent three years at UK and he wasn’t always sure he be-
longed.  “I came in underrated.  I wasn’t a McDonald’s All-American and I 
didn’t come into Kentucky super nice.  I just sort of developed into some-
thing.” 

“Honestly, at the time, when I was going into my freshman year, I was still 
searching for myself,” he says.  “I was still super self-conscious.  I thought, 
‘Man I’m not a McDonald’s All American.  These dudes are crazy.’  I’d watch 
all their YouTube videos and they’re doing crossovers and dunking on people, 
while I’m just doing really fundamental stuff.”

Willie would spend that first year practicing against a squad that was already 
stacked with some of the best big men in the country, and it got to him.  “I’m 
supposed to be somewhere else, man.  That was my battle my whole fresh-
man year.”  He often wondered, “Am I good enough to be here?  Am I really 
that good? Am I really as good as I thought I was?”

And then?  “And then … I just figured it out.  I figured it out and then I’d like 
to say, I figured out life.  I figured out life to a tee.” 

Once Willie learned to stop worrying, he also learned to stop stressing about 
who he wasn’t and how to embrace the things that made him special, the 
things that made him different.  You’ll find evidence of that self-discovery 
emblazed on his neck in the form of a “Hakuna Matata” tattoo.  

“No worries!  It’s a way of life.  Timon and Pumbaa.  Just look at ‘em.  They 
was chillin, man.  They were loving the jungle, and I’m loving the jungle!”

Loving the jungle is one thing, but being complacent is another.  Willie is 
self-aware; he knows there’s still room to grow.  But exactly how much more 
will he grow as a player?  That’s the question NBA scouts found themselves 
asking just a few months ago.  One that the Sacramento Kings hope they’ve 
found the answer to. 

The knock on Cauley-Stein is that he’s a one-dimensional player who isn’t 
likely to make any kind of drastic improvements to his limited offensive arse-
nal.  That’s what the scouts said anyway.  But Willie is quick to remind you 
that he’s capable of so much more and even he isn’t sure exactly how much.  
He just knows the scouts had it all wrong.

“No!  They have no idea!  That’s what’s so funny.  I read all the time where 
people compare me to guys like Tyson Chandler or DeAndre Jordan and I 
actually take it as an insult.  No knock on them, but I don’t want to be com-
pared to anybody.  I’m not knocking what they do, they do it really well and 
I’m not on their level, but I’m gonna be on my own level and I don’t want to be 
compared to anybody.” 

“People ask me all the time, ‘Who do you model your game after?’  Shoot, I 
took a little footwork from KD, a little from Melo, a shot from Duncan, I took 
a little bit from everybody.  I don’t model it after nobody, I just build it.  I’m 
creating a machine. “

He’s gotten to where he is now by out-running, out-jumping, and out-hustling 
the competition.  But he believes he can be so much more than that.  “That’s 
what got me here but that’s just natural ability.  I didn’t work for that.  I didn’t 
put in work to do any of that.  Everything I’ve done so far, it’s just off pure 
talent.  Now it’s time to put the talent and hard work together.  And if you do 

that, who knows what the hell you’re gonna get.  You’re building something.  
That’s what I like to think.  I’m building a machine.” 

“I’m making something that nobody’s seen, and whenever I get a chance 
to blossom it out, it’s gonna change things.  It’s insane, there is no ceiling, 
there’s really just no ceiling.”

So, imagine an incomplete machine.  A machine that once completed will 
have but one sole purpose: To prepare itself to do what no one else thinks it 
can.  It would be like no machine anyone has ever seen before.  Now you’re 
starting to understand what drives Willie Cauley-Stein.  But what kind of 
parts would that machine be made of and how would someone even go 
about building it?  

It’s not an easy problem to solve but Willie intends to see this construc-
tion project through to completion.  To help him stay the course, he draws 
strength from the stories of those closest to him.  Like the passing of his dear 
friend Blake.

Blake Hundley was very special to Willie.  He gets very somber and quiet, as 
he tells the story of what he considers his most significant ink.  The “Team 
Blake” tattoo, prominently displayed on his neck, to commemorate a young 
boy taken much too soon by brain cancer, is a constant reminder that giving 
up is simply not an option. 

“He was in 3rd grade and he was my biggest fan.  I visited his house a lot.  
He was like my little brother and he passed away.  If I’m in a funk or if I’m feel-
ing bad, if I’m feeling like I don’t wanna go today, I just look in the mirror and 
see it.  And it’s like, shit my man probably didn’t want to do that either.  My 
man probably didn’t want to take that medicine.  He didn’t want to get them 
shots or do all those tests but he had to do it.  He didn’t get to choose.”

The two visited and texted often and Blake referred to Willie as his best 
friend.  The Hundley family got their first good look at the tattoo on TV, the 
night Willie was selected 6th in last summer’s NBA draft.  And from here on 
out, “anytime Blake’s family sees me, they’ll look at me and they’ll know it’s on 
me,” he says.  

It’s easy to see why Willie Cauley-Stein is one of the most likeable players 
to come along in a very long time.  He’s funny.  He’s outspoken.  He has 
opinions.  He has a huge heart.  He plays with an energy and intensity that’s 
rare in today’s NBA.  It would be easy for him to rest on his laurels and ride 
this out to its inevitable conclusion.  Every team needs a high-energy hustle 
monster like Cauley-Stein on their bench.  But that’s never going to be 
enough for him.  

Trill knows his time is coming.  And when it comes, he’s determined to be 
ready. 

“When a defining moment comes along, you define the moment, or the 
moment defines you.”  Any golf fan worth their salt will be able to recite that 
line from Tin Cup.  Our unlikely range rat is no different.  Except it’s more than 
a line from a movie to Willie.  He really is about that life, so he tattooed it on 
his chest. 

“I thrive under pressure.  I see that (tattoo), and I know my moment’s going to 
come.  And whatever my moment is, whatever I’m doing, I’m gonna do it well 
and do it like a champion.”

Halfway through his first season in the NBA, Willie is already making an 
impact.  His springy legs and high flying blocks have made him an instant 
fan favorite.  And despite a slow start, due to limited playing time and 
a couple of injuries, the rookie has already earned a regular spot in the 
Kings starting lineup.  But if his calculations are correct, we haven’t seen 
anything yet.  

Because at the intersection where unreal athleticism and ridiculous size 
meet, you’ll find the future, and his name is Willie Cauley-Stein.  He’s 
been waiting for you to get there, but good luck catching up to him … 
he’s very fast.
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LETICIA BUFONI

Leticia Bufoni is one of the most decorated women in skating, both in ink and 
accolades. The 5’3,” 98-pound dynamo finished 1st in World Cup Skating’s 
women’s street four years in a row and was the first female athlete to grab three 
X Games Gold Medals in the same year. As she turns 23 in April we ask the 
Brazilian about her journey thus far. 

When did you realize that you could be a pro skater?

When I was 14 I was invited to the X Games in Los Angeles after winning a 
contest in Brazil.  I didn’t do as well as I hoped. After that, my father and I made 
the decision to let me stay in the US to pursue skateboarding.

What is skateboard culture like in Brazil, as opposed to the US?

Skateboarding is growing so fast in Brazil.  More and more kids are getting into 
the sport. There’s a lot of great talent coming out of cities like São Paulo and 
Porto Alegre like Luan Oliveira and Felipe Gustavo.

How do you think social media and videos on mobile devices have 

changed skating?

It has definitely helped the sport grow.

As a world traveler, where is your favorite place to skate?

I love skating in Barcelona. There’s so many amazing spots there!

As an adrenaline junky, how do you spend your downtime?

To relax, I like to go surfing but I also love to go sky diving!

What skaters or others inspire you?

Andrew Reynolds and Elissa Steamer. I look up to both of these skaters and 
consider them major influences in my skateboard career.

How do skateboarders stay in shape as opposed to other athletes as op-

posed to other athletes with training regimens?

Skate every damn day!

What is the tattoo scene like in Brazil?

It’s similar to the US. Lately, there’s been a lot of tattoo shops opening.

When did you start getting tattooed?

I got my first tattoo at 14 years-old on my right foot: a skateboard.

Do you have a favorite tattoo?

My favorite tattoo is Axl Rose’s face on the back of my leg.

What makes you get a new tattoo?

It’s really random. If I get inspired by something I just get it.

Do you get tattooed when you’re on the road, or during your downtime?

Pretty much anytime I can find the time to do it with the right artist

You’ve lost some skin over the years, have your tattoos stayed intact?

I’ve tried to not get tattoos on areas where I could damage them.
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YES.  Please reserve the The Nightmare Before Christmas 
Cuckoo Clock for me as described in this announcement. 
Limit: one per order.      Please Respond Promptly

*Plus $23.99 shipping and service. Limited-edition presentation restricted to 295 crafting days. 
Please allow 4-8 weeks after initial payment for shipment.  Sales subject to product availability 
and order acceptance. 

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                         Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City                                            State              Zip

Email (optional)

 01-18084-001-E61881

9345 Milwaukee Avenue · Niles, IL 60714-1393

RESERVATION APPLICATION                           SEND NO MONEY NOW

 ©Disney

www.bradfordexchange.com/nightmareclock

A Grand

21 inches 

high!

Fully-sculpted, 
meticulously-
detailed clock 
lights up from 
within, with 

Jack’s tower, 
the ghosts and 
pumpkins all 
glowing with 
eerie light!

On the hour, Zero emerges 
and the clock plays the 

beloved song from Danny 
Elfman’s brilliant score, 

“This is Halloween”

The brass-toned 
pendulum is decorated 
with the iconic hill and 

decorative hanging pine 
cone weights feature 

Shock and Barrel 
clinging to them

Shown much smaller than 
actual size of about 21in. H. 
(including weights) 
Requires 3 “AAA” and 1 “AA” 
batteries (not included).

� Fully-sculpted clock features Jack 

Skellington, Sally, Lock, Shock and Barrel, 

Jack’s tower and the Town Hall
 
� Brilliant LED lights illuminate the tower, 

ghosts, and pumpkins and feature a 

separate on/off switch
 
��The clock face features the replica spider 

web design and slightly off-kilter numbers
 
��Issued in a limited edition of 295 crafting 

days; accompanied by a Certifi cate of 

Authenticity

Not sold in stores

Cuckoo Clock

Your satisfaction is guaranteed!
This one-of-its-kind timepiece is custom crafted in 
a limited edition and strong demand is expected.  
So act now to acquire the The Nightmare Before 

Christmas Cuckoo Clock at its issue price, payable 
in four monthly installments of $49.99 each, for a 
total of $199.95*. Your purchase is risk-free, backed 
by our 365-day guarantee. Send no money now. 
Just mail the Reservation Application today!
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  By Richard Whittaker  Photos by Phil Kline
Tattooers go toe-to-toe in a

 different arena: the boxing ring
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“Some guys 
turned up and 
they were smok-
ing and drinking, 
and I’d tell them, 
that other guy’s 
going to kick 
your ass.”  
Tattoo artists and boxers a common goal: leave a 
mark on the other guy. For the Tattooed Gloves 
Charity Boxing event at January’s Star of Texas 
Tattoo Art Revival, tattooers from around the na-
tion swapped needles for boxing gloves.

The event originated in 2015, when Austin Tattoo 
Co.’s Keith Underwood was looking for alterna-
tives to the traditional convention after-party (He 
explained, “Who wants to go to somebody’s shop 
and drink wine and talk about how wonderful we 
all are?”). One night, he and boxing coach Rich-
ard Lord attended a charity fight event run by fra-
ternities at the University of Texas at Austin. Un-
derwood said, “It’s amazing, and it’s really terrible 
boxing, because these guys are first-time fighters.” 
That was the light bulb-moment. He said, “I know 
I can get tattooers to fight, and it would be even 
more funny than the fraternity night, because it 
would be real tough guys who have been in plenty 
of street fights, but have never boxed before.” 

The night was also a way for Underwood to raise 
funds and awareness for the True South Relief 
Foundation. The not-for-profit was established 
by Aaron Finnin, manager of Ink Master’s Oliver 
Peck, after he was in a bike wreck in 2012. Finnin 
said, “A bunch of my friends from Chicago helped 
me out and paid some of my bills when I wasn’t 
working,” and he was inspired to give back to 
the tattoo community. Under the motto “friends 
helping friends,” events like Tattooed Gloves 
raise funds to help artists who have been in cycle 
wrecks. Finnin said, “It’s a shame that it has some-
thing I have to raise money for, but I’m glad I can.”
That first year was a real learning curve, not least 
for fighters expecting a fun knock-around. Under-
wood said, “Last year, some guys turned up and 
they were smoking and drinking, and I’d tell them, 
that other guy’s going to kick your ass. ‘Oh, I can 
do three one-minute rounds, it’s no big deal.’ I’m 
like, you have no idea. This year, everyone took it 
really seriously. It’s a real fight.” 

Last year, Underwood convinced Miranda Larson 
from Austin Tattoo Co. to lace up her gloves. “I’d 
never even been in a street fight before,” Larson 
said, but she signed up, knowing that a women’s 
bout on the card would attract a lot of attention. 
In 2015, after three months of training she scored 
a decisive victory over Samantha Vigliaturo from 
Oklahoma’s Painted Lady Tattoo, which seemed 

to scare off any opponents for 2016. Larson said, 
“We had my picture up for a month and I’m like, 
oh, I probably won’t even get one.” At pretty much 
the last minute, Audra Cabral of Dallas’ Elm Street 
Tattoo signed up, “So I started training a little later 
this year,” said Larson. 

This is no wild brawl. Underwood found sponsors, 
got the night officially sanctioned by USA Boxing, 
and even booked six local amateur boxers on the 
undercard. Each tattoo artist was matched with an 
opponent by weight class, with a belt on the line. 

Most fighters were first-timers, but not everyone. 
With a 6-7 amateur record, and a broken nose to 
prove it, Underwood turned to the sport to keep 
his hands busy when he wasn’t inking. For his op-
ponent, James Eastwood from Chicago’s Insight 
Studios, it was a way to stay fit without the isola-
tion of weight lifting. Entering with a 6-1 record, 
and 15 years Underwood’s junior, Eastwood 
had a natural advantage, but it was Eastwood v 
Underwood, or nothing since neither man want-
ed to face a novice. “It’s lucky we’re at the same 
weight,” Eastwood said, “because if we weren’t, 
we wouldn’t be able to fight.”

Fight night at Midway Field House on Jan. 23 
(coincidentally, Underwood’s 40th birthday) be-
gan with a win for Pflugerville’s Atomic Tattoo, as 
Daniel Homann beat Dallas’ Anthony Fresquez 
for the junior light heavyweight belt. It was al-
most Fresquez’s night, with Homann staggering 
in the first round, but the comeback scored him 
a split judge’s decision. Next, Homann’s Atomic 
colleague and middleweight Ricky Willgues van-
quished Colby Morton from Working Class Tattoo 
in Kansas City. The first unanimous decision of the 
night went to cruiserweight Jason Paxman of Las 
Vegas’ Broken Dagger Tattoo Parlor over Jeff Cor-
nell, fighting out of Seattle’s Hidden Hand studio. 
Light heavyweight Denver inker Joe Martinez got 
his hand raised over Austin-based artist and ma-
chine builder Cory Rogers from All Saints Tattoo, 
whose third round comeback wasn’t enough to 
sway the judges. Then, in a return to smash mouth 
style, Aubrey Trufant of Trufant Bros. in San Ange-
lo conquered Mike Terrell of Austin’s Gully Cat in 
a bruising, hard-hitting heavyweight bout.

Then it was time for Larson to take on Cabrale 
for the women’s featherweight honors. Before the 
bout Larson promised a slobberknocker, saying, 
“I’m really aggressive. I’m not really good at de-
fense.”  The Austinite lived up to her word, swing-
ing for gaps in Cabrale’s guard as her opponent 
relied on quick feet and quicker jabs. Larson didn’t 
land a knock-out punch, but she still walked home 
with an undefeated record and a second belt.

Finally, the main event: Underwood versus East-
wood, three rounds of three minutes each. Their 
face-off at the afternoon weigh-in had collapsed 
into an evenly-matched and good-natured shov-
ing competition for the two middleweights. That 
night in the ring, it was clear that the younger, fast-
er Eastwood had the event organizer on the ropes 
for a unanimous decision.
In the locker room after, Underwood grinned in 
defeat. “I’m really proud that I went up against a 
25 year old Golden Gloves of Chicago champion. 
There’s nothing to hang my head about.”  2016  |  57  APRIL 
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bodymovin’
Christmas Abbott is poetry in motion
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A little over two years ago we introduced you to Christmas Abbott 
over these pages and she resonated beyond our hopes. It was the 
first time Inked featured a woman with a hard body in a glamour 
shoot, and it turned out the right lady at the right time. Beyond her 
physique, her story inspired (super-quick version: lived unhealthily, 
reassessed her life when her life was threatened while working in 
Iraq, became a CrossFit, Olympic lifting and NASCAR pit crew dar-
ling, founed a healthy living business, wrote The Badass Body Diet 
book)   and continues to inspire. 

INKED: Any new ink since last we saw you?

My new tattoo is the rib cage. It is a compass rose and a pocket 
watch done over two sessions, by Matt “Skinny” Bagwell. 

Did it kill your ribs?

I thought that I was kind of a badass bitch before but we started and 
30 seconds later I told him to give me five. I went into the bathroom, I 
looked in the mirror and said, Don’t be a little bitch and suck it up.

Hurt now, glory forever?

Absolutely. In that moment I hated all the detail I wanted but I am so 
happy with it now. My grandfather passed right before I got that done 
and the compass rose was for him. The tattoo also says, “Not all who 
roam are lost.” I have always just moved around, tried different things 
and ultimately this beautiful piece speaks clearly to who I am. 

What new things are you currently pursuing?

Cool  projects. I am collaborating with larger companies and more 
influential people. I am also doing more online nutrition projects; I’m 
going to create an online training program; I am writing a second 
book, on the balance of mind, body and spirit—the kind of balanc-
ing that we need. And I am actually getting into the entertainment 
industry too. I am hosting with the Spartan Race on NBC Sports, I 
am also working on a couple of other pilots. I am looking for that next 
challenge. I have dominated a few sports already—which I love—I am 
looking at potentially dominating golf, maybe. 

Are you still doing NASCAR and CrossFit?

I am still competing in CrossFit, we are getting ready for the CrossFit 
Open and, simultaneously, I am still competing in weightlifting. The 
pit crew was such an amazing experience. I wish that I had found 
it 10 years earlier, I found it when I was 30 years-old. I am 34! The 
wear-and-tear on your body, the travel, the demands, already running 
my business and already competing in another sport, I didn’t have 
the ability to balance; it was either all NASCAR pit crew or nothing. 
There was no way for that to be part time, if I found it at 20 or 22 I 
would have made that my career. I think you will see more women 
getting into tire changing in the next few years.

What is it like being a female role model?

I say “fuck” a lot, role models probably shouldn’t say that a lot. Hon-
estly, it blows me away every time a younger female comes up and 
wants me to sign something or tells me that she looks up to me. It is 
a huge honor, it humbles me. My role models were heroin chic skinny 
supermodels and I am so happy to be part of this movement going 
towards a more curvier women, healthier styles, stronger women and 
not just in physical but mental strength as well, with that confidence, 
you don’t see that. You see it more now than you ever have before 
and I feel honored to be part of that movement. I never would have 
expected it.

You also say “bitch” a lot, what does that word mean to you?

I guess I do say “bitch” a lot. I think that it is an empowered woman. I 
don’t think that it has a negative tone anymore. When someone says, 
“You are such a bitch.” I say, “Thank you so much.” I am unapologeti-
cally who I am, and I own it. It does not appeal to everybody and I am 
okay with that because I love who I am.  

When you look in the mirror what do you see?

A relentless rebel. We all should be: you don’t have to conform to 
anything. Embrace—unapologetically—who you are, that is the most 
beautiful thing in the world. 62  |  INKEDMAG.COM
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It ’s easy to mock the idea of an all-star game. Often they are 
boring, uncompetitive af fairs where the premier athletes in the 
game don’t even bother to show up. But the idea of an all-star 
team, the very best of the best, is still a very important con-
cept. Since this is the Sports Issue we wanted to put together 
a team of Inked All-Stars. We included every sport under the 
sun (and arena lights) and picked the best tat tooed athletes 
from each one. Not all of the athletes are covered in tat toos, 
but each one has some ink, and that makes them our people. 

Like every other all-star team you can use this list as fodder 
for arguments with your friends. Who did we overlook? Who 
would you put on the team? We’re guessing that leaving of f 
someone whose name rhymes with JeBron Lames will raise 
more than a few eyebrows. But that’s the fun of all-star 
teams—creating controversy. So, without fur ther adieu, we 
present the Inked All Star Team!

N BA STEPH CURRY
Steph Curry may not be the GOAT, but he is certainly the greatest player 

right now. For the last two seasons it seems as if every time Curry lets 
the ball goes, from no matter how far out, it inevitably swishes through 
the basket. As the Warriors attempt to make a run at the 95-96 Chicago 
Bulls expect to see Curry taking charge and hitting slews of impossible 
shots along the way.

Curry isn’t covered in ink, but he has a profound interest in the art and 
is actually working on a thesis based on tattoos as he pursues a graduate 
degree. In addition to his wife’s initial tattooed on his ring finger, Curry has 
Corinthians 13:8 in Hebrew tattooed on his wrist.

By  Cha r l i e  Conne l l



M LB MIGUEL CABRERA
Cabrera may no longer be the flashiest 

player in the league, but his consistency 
is remarkable. Last season Miggy had a 
down year as he was hampered by inju-
ries—and he still won the batting title. 

Much like his play, there isn’t much 
flash to Cabrera’s ink, just solid work  
all around. The bulk of his tattoos are 
black and grey work with religious 
themes, including a rosary draped on his 
right arm.

M MA RONDA ROUSEY 
For the first time since Joan of Arc the 

most feared fighter in the world is a wom-
an. Ronda Rousey fights as if she is late for 

an appointment and needs to get out of the 
octagon as quickly as possible. Our money 
is on her to pulverize Holly Holm in their 
inevitable rematch.

 
While Rousey’s tattoos are small we’re 

sure her opponents have seen them up 
close and personal, they are located on 
her damage inflicting feet and wrists. 
Her tattoos tell the story of her athletic 
career—she has the Olympic rings, a Ko-

dokan flower symbolizing judo (wrist) and 
an octagon for the MMA.

M MA CONOR MCGREGOR
Conor McGregor is living proof that you can pack a 

whole lot of punch into a small package. The diminutive 
fighter is a mere 5’9” and 145 pounds but he is easily 
the most feared man in the UFC. The Featherweight 
champion’s fights tend to be short affairs that end with 
the challenger going down after a barrage of lightning 

quick punches. 

McGregor’s defining tattoo is his enormous 
chest piece of a fierce gorilla wearing a crown, a 
tribute to his home gym in Ireland. Word on the 
street is that Dana White doesn’t approve of his 
star adding more ink, which likely encourages 
the Irishman to add to his growing collection.

CR ICKET CHRIS GAYLE
Chris Gayle is the Mickey Mantle of in-

ternational cricket. Not only is the Jamai-
can known for hitting sixes (the cricket 
equivalent of a home run) with aplomb, 
but he has also been known to hit the 
town and enjoy the nightlife to its 
extreme. Even if the bat seems 
oddly shaped, Gayle is our kind 
of ballplayer. 

The centerpiece of Gayle’s 
tattoo collection is the mas-
sive lion with wings on his 
chest. The cricketer’s other 
tattoos include some tribal 
designs and stars on both of 
his arms.

N H L TYLER SEGUIN
The scoring of their inked up 24-year-old 

center has fueled the resurgence of the Dallas 
Stars. Seguin has been in the top three in scor-

ing for the entirety of the season and has finally 
broken through to become the star everyone 
expected him to be years ago.

You might not know it, but under all of those 
pads and that sweater Seguin has two full 
sleeves. In addition to those sleeves Se-
guin also has a Stanley Cup tattooed on 
his posterior, a souvenir from the title he 
won with the Bruins that he appears to 
be in the process of removing.

N FL ODELL BECKHAM JR. 
Ever since he defied gravity and every 

law of physics to make one of the most 
spectacular catches in NFL history Odell 
Beckham Jr. has been feared by defen-
sive coordinators around the league. It 
doesn’t matter if the coverage is 
perfect and the ball is way off 
target, you can bet that Beck-
ham will be bringing in the 
catch. 

While eyes are first drawn to 
the blonde mop atop his head, 
one can’t help but admire the ex-
tensive tattoo collection of Beckham’s. 
So far the wide receiver has his arms 
sleeved and a religiously themed chest 
piece, but he has stated plans to cover 
the majority of his body with ink.



FRE ESTYLE SKI I NG GUS KENWORTHY
Kenworthy first came to our attention 
during the 2014 Olympic Games in So-
chi. A silver medal isn’t the only prize the 
American brought back from Russia; he 
also rescued two stray dogs. Since then 
Kenworthy has made headlines off the 
mountain by coming out, becoming 
one of the most notable openly gay 
athletes in the world. 

Kenworthy’s signature sleeve start-
ed with a tattoo of the Olympic rings, 
of course. Those rings are now joined 
by a moth, some roses, an anatomically 
correct heart and more as artist Dave Al-
len adds some ink every time Kenworthy 
comes down from the slopes.

WOM E N’S SOCCE R HOPE SOLO
When people think back to the US Women’s 

dominating World Cup performance it’s easy to 
remember all the goals, what may go overlooked 
is the brick wall the American women had guard-
ing their own net. Hope Solo gave up only three 
goals throughout the tournament and two of those 
happened after the final was virtually put away by 
Carli Lloyd’s hat trick in the first 16 minutes. Since 

she came up to the national team Solo has 
set records for starts, wins, shutouts and 

notched a remarkable 55 game unbeat-
en streak. 

Solo has more than a few tattoos, 
the majority of them being script 
including her last name on her 
wrist. The largest of her pieces is 
a lengthy quote on the left side of 
her chest.

RUG BY ISRAEL FOLAU
We pity the poor souls trying to stop Is-

rael Folau from scoring try after try; they 
are attempting to do the near impossi-
ble. With a combination of size, speed 
and grit the versatile Folau routinely 
makes defenders look silly as they 
flail about trying to tackle him. 

Folau is of Tongan descent and he 
has the tattoos to prove it, on his 
right arm is a massive Polynesian 
piece. His other tattoos include his 
surname on his chest and a set of 
rosary beads on his left arm.

WOM E N’S TE N N IS KAROLINA PLISKOVA
The Czech-born Pliskova is currently ranked 7th 

in the world and at age 23 she is looking to keep 
moving up. Last year she led the Czech team 

to a Federation Cup victory. Along with 
her sister Kristyna they became the first 
set of twins to win a doubles champi-
onship. 

And while Karolina may have been 
born identical to her sister she has not 

stayed that way thanks to the tattoos she 
has added to her body. In a sport known for 

having a country club mindset, Pliskova’s Poly-
nesian inspired ink sets her apart from her peers.

BMX KRISS KYLE
One would never guess that a BMX 

icon would call Scotland home, but Kriss 
Kyle is no ordinary BMX rider. Through-
out his career the tattooed Scotsman 
has proven that there isn’t a surface 
imaginable that he will not try to ride on 
or pull a trick off of. 

Kyle is most definitely a cat person. His 
chest is covered with an enor-
mous black and grey lion, he 
has a fierce as hell tiger on 
his forearm and a truly 
adorable kitty riding a 
bike on his bicep.

SOCCE R LIONEL MESSI
What can we say about the world’s 

most recognizable athlete that you don’t 
already know? The Argentinean star has 
been a fixture at Barcelona for over a de-
cade as he has won the coveted Ballon 
d’Or five times. 

The baby-faced striker has also taken to 
getting a ton of ink over the last 
couple of years. For much of 
last winter Messi seemed to 
be wearing sleeves on the 
pitch far more often than 
usual, then like a butterfly 
emerging from its cocoon, 
the spring came and the 
cloth sleeves went away 
leaving a beautiful tat-
tooed sleeve on his right 
arm.



BOXI NG MANNY PACQUIAO
We could have included Pacquiao on 

a list of tattooed politicians if we want-
ed, the boxer is a congressman back in 
the Philippines, but it seemed more apt 
to pay attention to his primary career. 
Throughout his 65-fight career Pac 
Man has won belts at multiple different 
weights and dominated opponents at 

every level. Boxing fans will forever 
wonder what if he faced May-
weather five years earlier…

The bulk of Pacquiao’s ink 
is related to his family as he 
has the name of his wife 
and children on the bicep 
of his left arm. It is a tiny 
little boxing glove that the 
boxer has inked on his 
pectoral that caught our 
attention, mainly because 

it was inked by the man 
himself. We’re glad to see 

that he stuck with boxing as his 
main profession.

S K AT E B O A R D I N G 
NYJAH HUSTON 

It’s almost impossible 
to imagine that Nyjah Huston is only just 
coming into his prime considering that 
he has been a household name for damn 
near a decade. But the 21-year-old has 
been absolutely tearing it up the last two years win-
ning Street League contests and X Games medals 
almost at will. 

It’s clear that Huston has a passion for black and 
grey. Throughout his entire collection there isn’t a 
speck of color. As far as themes go Huston has 
everything from mandalas to realistic portraits to 
wolves to script. Our favorites are on his inner arms, 
one reads “Skate and Destroy,” the other “Live and 
Enjoy.”

TE N N IS STAN WAWRIN-
KA

Every time Waw-
rinka tosses the 

ball up to serve 
he flashes 
his ink to the 

crowd, but you 
best not peek if 

you want to have 
a prayer of avoiding 

an ace. After years in 
the shadow of fellow 

countryman Roger Fed-
erer, Wawrinka has won 
a Grand Slam title in each 
of the last two years and 
is proving himself to be a 
force to be reckoned with. 

The aforementioned tattoo 
on his left forearm is a quote 
from Samuel Beckett, “Ever 
tried. Ever failed. No matter. 
Try again. Fail again. Fail bet-
ter.” That quote goes a long 
way to explain the persistence 

required to make an elite athlete 
and we understand why it’s dear 

to Wawrinka.

WWE ROMAN REIGNS
Stop. We don’t want to hear about wrestling 

being “fake,” there is no denying that Ro-
man Reigns is one hell of an athlete. Before 
stepping into the ring Reigns played de-
fensive tackle at Georgia Tech and 
since coming to the WWE he has 
plowed through competitors 
just like he did opposing line-
man back in the ACC. When 
he is in the ring Reigns ap-
pears to be an unstoppable 
force, expect to see him 
wearing the belt quite of-
ten in the coming years.

The dominant tattoo 
on Reigns is the sleeve 
inspired by his Samo-
an heritage running 
the entirety of his right 
arm. While many peo-
ple work years to finish 
their sleeve Reigns had 
it done in two days by 
“Samoan Mike” Fatutoa. 
Seventeen hours later and 
Reigns became the WWE 
tattoo champion.
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“Man Caves” are for hibernators—we get outside and play. Here’s a look at a random spot in our garage

Photo by Michael Kraus



Left to Right: Charge’s Cooker 1 (chargebikes.com), Redemption Skateboard’s Immaculate Tattoo Shop Limited 
Art Skate Deck (redemptionskateboards.com), G-Form’s Pro-X Elbow Pads (g-form.com), Louisville Slugger’s 
baseball glove (buy a used one somewhere), Now Athletics’ yoga mat (nowathletics.net), Nike’s Air Jordan IV “Ce-
ments” (sold out, check eBay.com), Chromax’s High Visibility Golf Balls (chromaxgolf.com), DC’s Men’s Sultan S SE 
Big Brother Shoes (dcshoes.com), Grain x Wegener Surfboards’ The Mr. Simmons (grainsurfboards.com), Wilson’s 
Custom NFL Football (wilson.com), Element’s The Weekender Camp Collection Backpack (elementbrand.com), 
Our girlfriends’ DC’s Women’s Council Mid x Taylor Reeve Mid Shoes, Stance’s Chamberlain/West Legends socks 
(stance.com), Metal Mulisha’s Beer-Lush Boardshorts (metalmulisha.com) and Flash Snapback (inkedshop.com), 
Nerf’s N-Sports Vortex Aero Howler Football (hasbro.com). 
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Ink Master Season 7 commences March 1st 

on Spike TV. This contest features the most 

promising crop of rookies to date thrown to 

the wolves (past Ink Master All-Stars). Meet 

the players vying for $100,000, a feature in this 

magazine and the enviable title of Ink Master. 
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By Rocky Rakovic   Photos by Stephanie Guttenplan

The concussion discussion has been prevalent in football and boxing, we have the conversa-
tion with BMX veterans Tony Hamlin, Tom White, Vinne Sammon and Tyrone Williams.
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It’s Time To Talk About 
Head Injuries 
in Action Sports
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“I’d risk the fall just to know how it feels to fly.” 

After BMX legend Dave Mirra committed suicide in February somebody laid those 
Alicia Keys lyrics laid over his photo and it went viral. Any X Games sport comes with 
the inherent risk of immediate injury and a toll on the body for life, but long-term brain 
degeneration hasn’t been on the front of anyone’s mind in action sports. This is partially 
because those sports are relatively new. Football players, specifically former NFL greats, 
have had the time to grow old and in those past generations scientists have been able 
to determine that CTE (Chronic Traumatic Encephalopathy) is inherent in the brains that 
were sloshed around for decades.  
Speculation is that Mirra’s suicide may have been the result of CTE but with no autopsy 
at press time that is still just conjecture. Regardless of if he was taken down by 
inner-demons that manifested from the sport that made him a giant, it is time to talk 
about action sports’ effect on the brain. 
The following is a round-table discussion we had with veteran BMXers who wanted it to 
be clear that they felt conflicted about the timing of the talk. They are in no way oppor-
tunists attempting to get ink after a tragedy, and would only agree to talk to us once we 
explained to them that this is our way of hopefully helping future athletes in the light of 
Mirra’s death. We want something good to come out of something horrific. Hopefully this 
candid conversation will help start the discussion that saves the next generations of bike 
riders from the effects of head injuries. 

INKED: Is there a CTE discussion in your sport? 

Vinne Sammon (Animal, Skavenger): I’d never considered it but it seems 
like a good thing to talk about. We have all known people who have had 
traumatic brain injuries—like literally almost died. This kid Vinnie Crispino 
from Staten Island, rode for Animal and Skavenger, my company. When 
he was 17 he smashed his head, he almost died. They took out a piece 
of his skull because his brain was swelling, they put it into his stomach to 
let the brain swell. When the swell went down they took the skull back 
out and put it on his head. It was the craziest experience. And he still 
rides. He wears a helmet.

How many of you have been knocked out?

Sammon: I saw Tom get knocked out in Baltimore.
Tom White (Animal, Skavenger): Huh? (In my career) I’ve been knocked 
out six times and had two seizures.

What did you do the day after a concussion?

White: I rode. You get knocked out, the next day you have a headache 
but its not like you can’t ride so you just keep going. Oh, now I remem-
ber Baltimore, it was the first day on the trip, so I had to keep going.

Football gets the most attention for concussions. If you played 

football any time before the mid-2000s and got knocked out, 

the mentality is that you got up and kept playing. Is there a 

similarity in riding?

Tony Hamlin (Kink BMX, Dan’s Competition, Merritt BMX): 100%. I think 
we are behind the times and shit. You get knocked out and you go out 
and ride the next day. 

Would you trade a week of riding for another year of your wits 

at the end of your life?

Sammon: Wow. That’s a hard question. I don’t even want to think like 
that, I would think that partying would have more an effect on my health. 
Tyrone Williams (Animal, Skavenger, Da Shop in NYC): The thought 
process of hitting your head and getting hurt is always in the back of 
your mind. So you are doing something that is risky but you are aware 
of the risk. 

So to you the risk is worth the reward?

Williams: Right.

Do you ride for the thrill? Is “adrenaline junky” the right term?

Hamlin: “Adrenaline junky” sounds like someone jumping off a cliff in a 
parachute. We know what we are capable of doing. You don’t step on a 
vert ramp and say, “Lets try 12 feet!” 

While we are working out word choices, we are sure that you 

hate the term “extreme sports.”

Sammon: I just think of Harold and Kumar, “Extreme!”
Hamlin: I think “action sports” is worse…to say there is a lack of action in 
regular sports?

You don’t see it as an affront to your own sports.

Hamlin: No, I think of it as an insult to other sports. There’s action in 
hockey.
Williams: Riding isn’t so much as a sport as it is a lifestyle. 

Are helmets part of that lifestyle?

Williams: Not on street shit. But you commonly see helmets on ramps 
and in competitions.
White: I just can’t wear one. Not to say they aren’t cool, they are definite-
ly cool, they save you, but it is like as soon as the helmet is on your head, 
it ruins the (video) clip. Once you put the helmet on it’s like you are riding 
a pink bike. Street riding is with no pads, and that’s a horrible way to 
look at it, but that is how everybody did. 
Sammon: In competition and vert those dudes wear helmets. Have you 
ever seen those 24-foot quarters that riders need to be towed by a 
motorcycle to get up? Vert riders get knocked out way more than street 
guys. Those guys are gladiators. They hit backyard ramps, get knocked 
out, wake up and go ride again.

Do you remember the first time you saw a helmet in a street 

video?

Sammon: Jay Miron in the O’Neill video. That dude was everybody’s idol 
and he did such gnarly shit that nobody dare say anything. 
White: They weren’t really accepted until Van Homan. Now a lot more 
people started doing it. 

So the best way to get helmets out there is for more respected 

people to wear them?

Hamlin: Yes, and some of the 17 year-old sponsored kids are doing it.
Williams: But there’s that mentality: I’m wearing a helmet, if I hit my head 
I will be good anyways—which is untrue.
Sammon: There’s also this thought that if you wear a helmet you are kind 
of expecting to hit your head and get hurt.

There’s an opinion in football that if the players didn’t wear 

helmets then they would be more cautious. 

Hamlin: Every time I have been knocked out I have had a helmet on. 
Great, now (I jinxed myself) and am going to get knocked out. 

There’s also the knowledge that protecting your head isn’t 

enough as it’s the brain sloshing around that is the internal 

trauma. Another thought is that mouthguards can help the 

impact of concussions, are they worn?

Sammon: On the Dew Tour they do. I wish I had a mouthpiece when I 
was 17 and broke my jaw. 

Who is the most-wounded in the group?

White: All my front teeth are going to fall out from something that 
happened with I was 16 years-old. I have had 24 surgeries. I broke my 
knees, had ACL surgeries, ACL transplants, ruptured my spleen—that 
was during one of my seizures when I got knocked out, and had surgery 
on my collarbone. I have a rod in my collar bone that I have to get fixed 
but I know I will break again so I’m waiting for that. 

And it’s all worth it?

White: Of course.

Is smacking your head your biggest concern?

Sammon: I’m more scared of getting paralyzed than hitting my head. Not 
being able to function is my worst nightmare.

Do you think they’ll eventually steer the youth away from 

BMX?

Hamlin: You are never going to be able to tell a kid that he can’t jump his 
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bike off something. 
Sammon: (to White) You have a kid that can probably ride a 
bike now, put that into perspective.
White: Yeah I’ll let him ride. I’ll show him the ropes up to a 
certain point. When I was little my mom went crazy when I 
rode but now I go crazy when I see him jump from the couch, 
so I won’t push him into that direction…. I might get him into 
skateboarding, that is atleast cheaper. 

How cautious are you before riding?

Sammon: Before you (start a trick) you get like “Termina-
tor vision” and scan the area, you might see a crack in the 
sidewalk…
Williams: Yeah you might go up to it 100 times before actu-
ally doing it. You might be ready to go but then see a car in 
your periphery and then just say nah.

When something goes wrong how much control do 

you have?

Williams: Depends, sometimes it is not even smacking 
against the ground. Sometimes you mess up and then bing, 
your 25-30 pound bike comes and hits you in the head. 
Hamlin: But we all learn how to fall or jump off our bikes.
Sammon: Yeah you get injured more when you are younger 
and then you figure things out, like how to keep your face and 
head protected. You know who probably gets hurt more? 
Joe Schmo on a Citi Bike (Manhattan’s bike rental service). 
Those motherfuckers end up on the cars left in right, they 
don’t know how to fall. 

What was your reaction when you heard about Mirra?

Williams: I was like, nah, stop playing, you are fucking around.
Hamlin: I thought it was a prank or some bullshit. He was the 
best dude in our sport, lifestyle. He was as good as it gets. 
Sammon: Yeah I thought it was a hoax. He was so success-
ful, it was like wow, he had money, beautiful kids and wife. 
For a lot of guys when the career ends they have to readjust 
to life and you can see depression set in but that wasn’t his 
situation.
Hamlin: Yeah he was drifting cars and doing triathlons—he 
had already transcended BMX.

What did he mean to the sport?

Williams: You grow up watching ESPN’s Destination 
Extreme, where they showed all those videos and you were 
like, the Miracle Boy! He had the yellow Blammo frame with 
the khaki shorts and he was busting out, just skilling it. You 
wanted to get to get nasty like him.
Hamlin: It sucks because he is synonymous with BMX to the 
general public. There will never be anybody like that in our 
sport again.

If it does turn out that there is an autopsy that reveals 

he had CTE what would that mean to you?

Williams: That kind of reminds me of Randy Taylor.
Hamlin: Yeah its, they were both sad but Randy had some 
crazy life stuff going on.
Sammon: And (Colin) Winklemann. He did some TV show 
and had some crazy injury where he couldn’t ride anymore 
and he killed himself in his garage. I remember in Mirra’s 
warehouse there was Winklemann on the wall.... 
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Conventions

Tattoo

Arts
Villain

.com

Chicago Rosemont
March 18th - 20th 2016

Louisville
April 1st - 3rd 2016

Baltimore
April 15th - 17th 2016

Kansas City
May 13th - 15th 2016

Wildwood
August 12th - 14th 2016

Tampa
September 16th - 18th 2016

Minneapolis
January 13th - 15th 2017

Philadelphia
February 10th - 12th 2017
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STEVE BUTCHER
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Normally when you hear that a tattooist is a 
“butcher” you think that he or she is a hack 
that goes in way to hard into you like you are 
a piece of meat. That is certainly not the case 
with Steve Butcher—the man is an absolute 
artist. Another misconception you may have 
with Butcher (as you see the man is in a Lak-
ers jersey) is that he is an American brah, but 
he is far from that, by thousands of miles. The 
dude is based out of New Zealand but makes 
the rounds to all the marquee conventions. We 
checked in on the master of realism during 
the Milano Tattoo Convention in February. 
 
How did you get into tattooing?  
I’m self-taught and I started tattooing in 
2011. I had a friend, who was tattooing 
at the time, see one of my paintings I 
was doing for art school and suggest I 
try tattooing. So I did. I played around 
at home for a year or so tattooing my 
friends and pretty much anyone who 
would let me tattoo them. I got my first 
professional job in a street shop in 
Auckland City named Streetwise. It took 
about a year or two to transition into the 
style of realism

What type of tattoos were you doing back when 
you started?  
When I started I did anything and every-
thing, but whatever it was I tried to make 
it perfect. But when I started learning 
more, I got really interested in illustrative 
and Oriental tattoos, although I knew I 
always wanted to do realism. It was just 
hard back then to try and get people 
to do what I wanted. I still really enjoy 
doing Oriental and illustrative tattoos but 
the realism is just more popular at the 
moment. 
 
Your work is very well rounded. You do great color, 
black-and-grey. Is there a preferred work you like 
to do?
I like to do color because I find it more 
challenging, but I like to do everything. 
I feel like if I only did color or only did 
black-and-grey I’d get bored, so I like to 
mix it up and try to get better at both.

So if you have the freedom to do a certain tattoo, 
what would it be?  
That’s a tough one. Anything NBA- 
themed, as I am a basketball nut. 

[Laughs] I like to tattoo things like comic 
characters, animals, movie portraits, 
real pop culture based imagery. As for 
placement and size, every tattooer would 
say pretty much the same good spots: 
forearm, inner bicep, side of lower leg, 
thighs, etc. But, if the customer’s up for 
it, I like to do huge oversized stuff, full 
fronts and backs and shit. I feel they 
have somewhat of a wow factor. 

Can you remember the first portrait of an athlete 
that you tattooed on a client? 
It would have to be my Kobe Bryant 
piece, the one where he is doing a slam-
dunk. 

Why do you think that clients come to you for 
tattoos of your favorite athletes? 
Sports have always been something to 
really look up to and I think that people 
get tattoos of athletes because they 
admire these players. I can remember 
when I played basketball myself, I really 
looked up to Michael Jordan. There is so 
much passion in sports. When a team 
loses, everyone freaks out and riots start. 
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But when they win, it brings everyone together. 

Now you’ve primarily done tattoos of basketball players, are 
there other athletes that you’d like to tattoo one day?
I like basketball, because I grew up playing it, but 
also love the NFL and baseball. I think if I could 
tattoo any athlete it would have to be Tom Brady.

Have you ever given a tattoo to an athlete?
I did get hit up to tattoo this NFL player. The thing 
with athletes is that you have to do they’re thing, 
because they’re like rock stars. They can be difficult 
clients to handle in that way.

What is something that you wish people would know about 
creating portraits of athletes?
It’s really important to get the contrast right. It’s 
really important to make sure the different shades 
show the sweat and it can be hard when the colors 
look so similar. 

What sort of references do you use for your portrait tattoos?
I use a lot of magazines and pictures on the NBA 
website. 

Have you ever watched them play to try and capture their per-
sonality in your tattoos?
I actually saw my first NBA game two weeks ago. I 
saw two Lakers games and it was amazing. 

Coming from New Zealand, do you get a lot of clients traveling 
from the United States?

At home I get a lot of locals but I like to travel. Peo-
ple in America get way better stuff. 

What are your plans for the coming year as far as traveling and 
tattoos?
I’d love to do a full Lakers’ leg or a Chicago Bulls’ 
leg. But if I could, I’d love to take a year off and go 
to the Bahamas. Just relax for a bit.  

Now as we’re together at the Milano Tattoo Convention, we see 
that you’re working on a large-scale portrait for a client, tell me 
about it.?
It’s a rugby player from New Zealand who just 
passed away. I haven’t tattooed someone from 
New Zealand and I think it’s awesome to be able 
to do this tattoo. This guy was a pretty big deal in 
New Zealand and it’s great to do a tattoo for some-
one from home. 

Are there any conventions that you regularly attend or countries 
you usually guest spot in?
I do quite a few guest spots and conventions in 
Australia at the moment, but I have only just started 
travelling. I did a Europe trip and attended the 
Zwickau convention in Germany, guest-spotted 
with the guys from Fallout Tattoo in Munzenberg 
and with the wizards, Tommy Lee Wendtner and 
Mark Weatherhead at Monsters Under Your Bed in 
Koln. I intend on doing a lot of travelling in the years 
to come, so I’m sure I’ll develop some regulars.

Where do you usually find inspiration? 

Pop culture is probably my biggest influence. I 
enjoy tattooing and painting, as do most artists. 
When I started tattooing the artists that inspired me 
were Dean Sacred, Erin Chance, Nikko Hurtado, 
Carlos Torres, Matt Jordan, and Mick Squires just 
to name a few. Now it’s pretty much the same peo-
ple as well as everyone else killing it like Benjamin 
Laukis, Dmitriy Samohin, Carlos Rojas, Seunghyun 
Jo and the list goes on and on! I get a lot of inspira-
tion just from watching what everyone else is pro-
ducing and wanting to push myself to get better.

Do you practice any other art mediums?
Yeah, I love to paint. I’m learning oils, but acrylics 
and pencil is what I use a lot of at the moment.

Are there any projects that you are involved with these days?
No projects as such, just lots of tattooing and 
painting. I am going to be travelling more, as I said, 
and want to start doing a lot more conventions and 
guest spots, so you’ll see me around a bit more. 
As for shout outs, a massive one goes out to Matt 
Jordan, if it weren’t for his guidance I wouldn’t be 
where I am today, and to the other bros back at 
Ship Shape, Hokowhitu Sciascia and Coen Mitch-
ell! They’re killing it! 

Do feel you’ve gotten where you wanted in your tattoo work?
No way! There’s always more to learn and apply in 
your work, and, because I’ve only been tattooing for 
five years, I feel that I’m only at the tip of the iceberg 
when it comes to getting where I want to be. 
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TO SEE MORE TATTOOS VISIT INKEDMAG.COM

V I S IT :  I N STA G R A M.C O M /JA M I E_S C H E N E

WHEN USING SO MANY COLORS ARE YOU COGNIZANT OF HOW 
THE TATTOO WILL LOOK IN 10 YEARS? When I am thinking 
about a tattoo that will stand the test of time, I feel it has less 
to do with how many colors you use and more to do with the 
range of value. Often times the breakdown of a tattoo is com-
pletely out of the artist’s hands. It happens through repeat 
exposure to the biggest laser of them all, the sun. That being 
said, a few variables that are important to me are: #1 That 
it’s a solid tattoo, meaning the skin is fully saturated. #2 I find 
it helps to have the full range of value from black to white. In 
my opinion wether something has a black outline around it or 
not does not matter as long as the lighter values are trapped 
within the darker values.

CAN YOU TELL OUR READERS ABOUT THE CYSTIC FIBROSIS BACK 
PIECE (BOTTOM LEFT) YOU RECENTLY COMPLETED? When 
Kristina first approached me to do the tattoo, I didn’t know it 
had anything to do with Cystic Fibrosis. All she said was that 
she wanted 65 roses. It actually sounded like a nightmare 
to me. Often times people come to me with ideas for really 
involved pieces and they do not fully realize the dedication 
it takes on their end. She was persistent and told me it was 
a memorial tattoo for her sister, so I agreed to have a con-
sultation with her. We met and she told me the story of her 
sister Sarah who  was born with Cystic Fibrosis. At the time 
Kristina was too young to pronounce the name of the disease 
so she called it “65 Roses.” Sarah passed away about a year 
and a half ago after undergoing a double lung transplant. 
Kristina showed me Sarah’s FB and IG pages and I was 
inspired by Sarah’s strength and Kristina’s love and dedica-
tion to her sister. 

JAMIE
SCHENE
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TO SEE MORE TATTOOS VISIT INKEDMAG.COM

HOW INTIMATELY DO YOU KNOW THE SUBJECTS OF YOUR CELEBRITY 
PIECES (LIKE WERE YOU FAMILIAR WITH MIKE TYSON OR LIONEL MESSI 
BEFORE GETTING THE ASSIGNMENT) AND IF NOT HOW MUCH RESEARCH 
DO YOU DO? Each time, each moment and of course each cli-
ents’ preferences of the celebrity give me the momentum to 
work on that specific pieces. It’s sometimes quite an impul-
sive decision but I do constantly research faces, especially 
the dramatic ones that show emotions.  

WHAT IS THE TRICKIEST PART OF PUTTING TOGETHER A REALISM TAT-
TOO? Size. Simply, bigger the better for me to show the details 
and it bring the realism to be more realistic. At the same time 
I am not just saying that the size must be big, but too much 
detail in a limited space won’t heal easily for the better result.  

AS A TRAVELING ARTIST, WHAT TYPES OF CULTURES DO YOU MIX IN YOUR 
ART? I am 100% born and bred Korean which obviously gives 
some degree of the influence on my artwork but I wouldn’t 
want to say it represents me. From my touring experiences 
I admit that American and some part of European cultural 
aspects are in my work for sure. My academic background in 
fine art also gave me the formation of who I am at this stage. 

YOU SEEM TO TATTOO A LOT OF LIMBS, IS THAT BECAUSE YOU AREN’T 
IN AN AREA LONG ENOUGH TO COMMIT TO A BACK PIECE OR A LARGER 
PLACEMENT? Pretty much, the amount of time I stay in the cer-
tain area limits me to work on a larger scale, therefore I am 
trying to open a new studio in Korea to work on the regular 
clients and visit the places in a right schedule to work on 
more bigger pieces.

YOU RECENLTY INKED A VERY REALISTIC PENIS TATTOO, IS THERE ANY 
SUBJECT THAT YOU WOULDN’T TATTOO? Not quite. I am open for 
anything really. 

DONGKYU 
LEE
V I S IT :  I N STA G R A M.C O M / Q_TAT TO O S
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V I S IT :  I N STA G R A M.C O M / B O R I STAT TO O

WHAT STYLE OF TATTOOING DO YOU ENJOY THE MOST CURRENTLY? 
Realism and fantasy. The borderlines merge a little bit 
between the two, because it speaks about the visual spec-
tacle not the content. And I think the spectacle has to make 
a realistic impression. But I often like to break up, to blend in 
montages and surreal components to point at the meaning 
of the tattoo. I don’t want to copy photos onto skin. I use 
the pictures for references. The tattoo has to tell much more 
about its meaning than a photo.

WHEN DID YOU DECIDE TO MAKE YOUR OWN REFERENCE MATERIAL? 
I’ve been tattooing since 1992.The first 10 years I tried many 
different styles, I tried to find in which I find the most plea-
sure. I tried out myself in more styles, all of them have a visual 
language which can be learned. I consider myself a technical 
tattoo artist. I like to make complex tattoos,  technical chal-
lenges, it gives me enjoyment.  That is why I settled with this 
style.  But during the years  I’ve got so many inquries with 
very complex requests, which I couldn’t find references for, 
so I decided to make my own ones. Actually it was more fun 
than Googling for references so I try to do it like this as much 
as I can… of course if somebody wants an elephant portrait 
at first I look around on the net before I would run to the zoo.

ARE YOU WORKING WITH ANY INTERESTING NEW COLORS CURRENTLY? 
Basically I work with a constantly changing color scheme, I 
always apply new color, it’s changing continuously. I can not 
express different feelings with the same scheme, so in each 
tattoo I make new, matching color schemes. I rarely use the 
colors in the jars purely, I mix them constantly, I try to invent,  
mix unique colours. But this is a question which is hard to 
answer in a few sentences, I could make a few hours seminar 
about it…. 

BORIS 
TATTOO

TO SEE MORE TATTOOS VISIT INKEDMAG.COM
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KITTY STERLING

I go by Kitty or Kitty Sterling. My mentor said I needed a 
cool piercing name, and I’m kind of weird and “meow” a 
lot, so that happened… 

At Traditions we’re kind of that weird family that everyone 
stares at when they go out together. Our artists are all so 
different and nerdy in their own way. We have a hipster, a 
hippie, a gypsy, an East-Coast psychobilly, and a West-
Coast punk. We’re always doing something fun here. 
Light Saber battles, British accent days (we’re all pretty 
terrible), dressing up as pirates, David Bowie costumes, 
making fun of Trevor (our artist), Pokémon battles and 
skull collecting. Just a bunch of adults that refuse to 
believe we’re grown-ups. 

We’re located in a pretty conservative city but with a 
small-town feel, and it’s so awesome to see such a 
strong sense of community here. When our shop was 
still new, the tragic landslide in OSO happened. A lot of 
people who were in the shop getting tattooed on that 
day actually had to leave to go evacuate their farms and 
houses. When we found out the aftermath of it all, we did 
what we could to help. The owner was approached by a 
woman who had lost her entire family in the slide, and she 
was in need of some closure for her loss. He gifted her 
this absolutely gorgeous memorial piece, and to be able 
to sit with her through it, and talk to her about her family 
and just be there for the grieving process was such a life 
changing experience. 

We get a lot of older people in here for their fi rst tattoos. 
Being in a conservative place, it’s really awesome to see 
soccer-moms and grandparents coming in here. Seeing 
how their perspective on tattoos and piercings have 
changed over the years is so awesome. And it’s always 
something so meaningful to them. I love it! Of course, 
we’re also located across from a popular bar, so we get 
the super random requests (like turning a vagina into a 
zombie-butterfl y) as well, even though we have to tell 
them to come back when they’re sober. They always 
come back at least! 

When it comes to my own life, I’m a wreck, but I’m the 
glue that holds everyone together here. I wouldn’t trade 
my job for anything in the world!  

S H O P MANAG E R AN D APPR E NTI C E P I E R C E R AT 
TRAD ITI O N S TATTO O STU D I O I N AR LI N GTO N, 

WAS H I N GTO N
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