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What happened 
The bitter political debate over a potential nu-
clear deal with Iran sharply escalated this week, 
when 47 Republican senators signed an open 
letter warning Iran’s leaders that any agreement 
made without congressional approval could 
be reversed “with the stroke of a pen” by the 
next president. The letter advised the leadership 
in Tehran that it “may not fully understand” 
America’s constitutional system, and that while 
President Obama would leave the White House 
in January 2017, Republican senators would 
“remain in office well beyond then—perhaps decades.” Written 
by freshman Arkansas Sen. Tom Cotton, the letter was signed by 
the entire GOP Senate leadership and was supported by 10 of the 
party’s leading 2016 presidential candidates. Seven of the 54 Re-
publican senators refused to put their name to it. President Obama 
said Republican senators and hard-line mullahs in Tehran made 
for an “unusual coalition,” while Maine independent Sen. Angus 
King likened the letter to Congress telling the Soviet Union during 
the Cuban missile crisis, ‘Don’t worry about that guy Kennedy. He 
doesn’t speak for the country.’”
 
Iran’s foreign minister, Mohammad Javad Zarif, dismissed the 
letter as a “propaganda ploy,” arguing that the U.S. would violate 
international law if it abrogated an agreement Iran was negotiat-
ing with a total of six nations. Despite the furor, negotiators said 
they remained confident that a framework deal—which would 
keep Iran’s “breakout” time to develop nuclear weapons at a year, 
in exchange for sanctions relief—would be reached before the 
March 24 deadline. 

What the editorials said 
There’s only one word to describe Cotton and his cronies, said 
the New York Daily News. “Traitors.” They’re right to oppose 
the nuclear deal as it stands, but “cutting the legs out from under 
America’s commander in chief” at this delicate stage of negotia-
tions is “an embarrassment to the Senate and to the nation.” This 
“petulant, condescending stunt” will probably backfire. Now 
even pro-Israel Democrats will be unlikely to support the GOP’s 
attempt to pass legislation requiring an Iran deal to be approved 
by Congress. 

Obama “partly brought this on himself,” 
said The Wall Street Journal. He froze out 
Congress and promised to veto any attempt 
to allow lawmakers a vote on the deal. Even 
so, Republicans have taken their “eye off the 
ball.” With the deadline for a framework 
agreement fast approaching, they should be 
putting all their energy into convincing Ameri-
cans that the proposed deal is a “security blun-
der” that will lead to a nuclear-armed Iran. 
“Giving Obama a meaningless letter to shoot 
at detracts from that debate.”

What the columnists said 
“Dissent from Obama is not treason. It’s called democracy,” 
said Jonathan Tobin in CommentaryMagazine.com. Democrats, 
including Obama, certainly weren’t reluctant to criticize President 
George W. Bush’s foreign policy, or reverse it when they took 
power. The letter will “put Iran on notice” that our Constitution 
requires international deals to be ratified by Congress, and that a 
deal approved solely by one president has no lasting legitimacy. 
“One-man rule may make sense in Tehran, but not here.”
 
Republicans have shot themselves in the foot, said Marc  
Champion in BloombergView.com. Throughout these prolonged 
negotiations, the GOP has pushed for stronger sanctions. But 
if the nuclear deal falls through, Tehran can justifiably blame 
Washington—and Europe will have a good excuse to drop its 
sanctions. With neither a deal nor sanctions in place, the Iranians 
would inevitably go back to building a nuclear weapon—and the 
only way the U.S. could stop them then would be with a bombing 
mission likely to escalate into a full-scale war. “What were those 
47 senators thinking?” Are they really eager for another war?
 
“Beyond these negotiations, the effects on our national security 
may well be profound and lasting,” said Leslie Gelb in TheDaily 
Beast.com. Republicans have essentially told every nation in the 
world, friend and enemy, that America is now so bitterly divided 
that our president no longer speaks for the country abroad. The 
GOP has also opened the door to similar partisan interventions by 
Congress into a future president’s foreign policy. “At some point, 
the Republicans will reap what they have sown.” 
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Sen. Cotton: Dear Ayatollah... 

Brian Maixner has something to smile about. The 
diner waiter and single dad from Wichita, Kan., has 
dealt with bad teeth since childhood, but with no in-
surance, he couldn’t afford the expensive dental work. 
At least until customer Fred Boettcher, a successful 
lawyer who had childhood dental problems of his 
own, offered to cover his care. Thanks to Boettcher’s 
$25,000 “tip,” the waiter had his rotten teeth pulled 

and replaced with 
a set of shiny 
dentures, and will 
soon to be fitted 
with permanent 
implants. “I’m still 
taken aback by it,” 
said Maixner. “This 
has changed my 
life completely.”

Ten years ago, on a trip to 
California, Columbine High School 
shooting survivor Todd Evan lost 
his 1999 football championship 
ring—a prize his school team won 
just months after he was shot 
in the back during the infamous 
massacre. But last month, Evan 
got a call from Bobby Smith, a 
homeless veteran who found the 
ring, inscribed with Evan’s name, 
in a California creek. Despite being 
offered $2,000 from a pawnshop, 
Smith decided to return the ring 
to its rightful owner. “We went 
through so much together as a 
team,” said Evan. “That ring had 
all of those emotions tied up in it.”

When 8-year-old Tristan Regini set 
up a hot chocolate stand in front of his 
Denver home last month, he was hop-
ing to raise money for a new toy. But 
inspired by the lifesaving cancer treat-
ment his friend Cade Humphreys re-
ceived at the Children’s Hospital Colo-
rado in Aurora, Tristan instead decided 
to give back. He has now raised more 
than $3,000 in hot chocolate sales, 
donations, and pledges. “If there was 
no Children’s Hospital, there would be 
no Cade,” Tristan said. “I thought that 
was so amazing,” said Cade, who was 
declared cancer free last April. “He’s 
one of my best friends.”

It wasn’t all bad

Maixner: Before and after



... and how they were covered
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The Islamic State of Iraq and Syria has declared war on history. 
Its fighters last week bulldozed one of the world’s richest archaeo-
logical sites, the ancient Assyrian city of Nimrud in northern Iraq, 

crushing colossal statues and relics that have stood since 1200 B.C. (See The world at a glance). 
The destruction at Nimrud is just the latest archaeological assault by ISIS. Days earlier, it released 
a video showing sledgehammer-wielding extremists smashing ancient Mesopotamian sculptures 
at Mosul Museum, claiming the artifacts encouraged idolatry. Of course, ISIS has committed far 
worse crimes. It has beheaded hostages and burned them alive, captured thousands of women 
to be used as sex slaves, and thrown gay men to their deaths from tall buildings. Yet there is still 
something uniquely shocking about ISIS’s attempts to erase the historical record, because that ef-
fort reveals the end point of the group’s totalitarian philosophy.
   ISIS takes a “year zero” approach to the territory it controls. It is not enough for the group to 
purge and slaughter people it considers blasphemers, such as Christians, Yazidis, and Shiites. To 
prove there is only one truth—ISIS’s—the Islamists must also annihilate all signs of the cultures and 
civilizations that existed before its caliphate. ISIS “wants people with no memory, with no history, 
with no culture, no past, no future,” says Mohammad Rabia Chaar, a Syrian writer now in exile in 
Belgium. But the jihadists have another reason for wanting to destroy the relics left by Iraq’s ancient 
rulers. They are lasting symbols of the temporary nature of power—that kingdoms and religious 
sects rise and fall, leaving only ruins. ISIS fears that the same fate awaits it. 

THE WEEK

Around 70,000 people gathered on the Edmund Pet-
tus Bridge in Selma, Ala., this week to commemorate 
the 50th anniversary of the Bloody Sunday march—
the historic civil rights protest that ended with hun-
dreds of demonstrators being violently beaten by po-
lice, paving the way for the 1965 Voting Rights 
Act. President Obama delivered a soaring address in 
front of dignitaries and surviving marchers, includ-
ing 103-year-old Amelia Boynton Robinson, who po-
lice left for dead on the bridge. The president said the 
struggle on the bridge was “a contest to determine the 
meaning of America,” and that while “our march is 
not yet finished,” racism was in retreat. “Two hundred 
and thirty-nine years after this nation’s founding, our 
union is not yet perfect,” Obama said. “But we are getting closer.”

Bloody Sunday stands “as the high-water mark of the civil rights 
movement,” said Jamelle Bouie in Slate.com. But 50 years on, Sel-
ma’s legacy is “coming undone.” In 2013, the Supreme Court 
struck down a provision in the Voting Rights Act that restricted 
states with a history of racial discrimination from changing their 

voting rules. Since then, Alabama, Arkansas, Texas, and other 
states have implemented dramatic voting restrictions clearly aimed 

at minorities and the poor.

“Ferguson, Mo., in 2015 is not Selma, Ala., in 
1965,” said Jason Riley in WSJ.com. Liberals can try 
to “draw tortured parallels” between the two, but 
it’s clear “the civil-rights battles of the 1960s have 
been fought and won.” There are now more than 
10,500 elected black officials in America, including 
in the White House. “And if voter-ID laws threaten 
the black franchise, no one seems to have told the 
black electorate”—in 2012, the voter-turnout rate 
for African-Americans exceeded that for whites. 

One thing’s clear: Obama is finally “embracing his 
role as America’s first black president,” said Edward-Isaac  Dovere 
in Politico.com. Not that he had a choice. The president’s second 
term has been dominated by racial controversies, including the 
police-related deaths of Eric Garner and Michael Brown, the fed-
eral report on institutionalized racism in Ferguson, and the ongo-
ing fight over the Voting Rights Act. Obama tried hard to avoid 
the thorny topic of race, but “it hasn’t avoided him.”

More than two dozen Boston Marathon bombing victims and 
first responders offered heart-wrenching, often graphic testimony 
in court this week, as federal prosecutors presented their case 
against accused bomber Dzhokhar Tsarnaev. Never-before-seen 
surveillance footage showed Tsarnaev, then 19, casually strolling 
away from the race’s finish line without the bomb-laden backpack 
he’d had seconds earlier. Tsarnaev’s hand-scrawled “confession,” 
found inside a boat where he hid during the police manhunt, was 
also entered into evidence. “The US government is killing our in-
nocent civilians,” Tsarnaev wrote. “I can’t stand to see such evil 
go unpunished.” Defense attorneys have admitted that Tsar-
naev participated in the bombing, which killed three people and 
wounded more than 260, but argue he should not be put to death 
because he was under the sway of his more radical older brother.

“His brother made him do it?” said Joe Fitzgerald in the Bos-
ton Herald. Is that the best defense Tsarnaev’s lawyers can mus-
ter “for the savagery and carnage their unrepentant client un-

leashed?” No matter how much Tsarnaev may have been 
“urged, prodded, and cajoled by his sinister older sibling,” he 
alone is responsible for putting a “pressure cooker filled with 
shrapnel next to the legs of a little boy.” 

“It’s a defense that has worked before,” said Susan Zalkind in 
TheDailyBeast.com. In a similarly high-profile case in 2003, 
17-year-old “Beltway sniper” Lee Boyd Malvo avoided the 
death penalty because the jurors agreed that he had been “in-
doctrinated” toward murder by his 40-year-old accomplice, 
John Allen Muhammad. 

If there’s been “one sliver of light amid all the darkness” in 
court this week, said Seth Stevenson in Slate.com, it’s been 
watching victim after maimed victim “take the stand without 
fear.” And yet Tsarnaev has appeared “unperturbed” as peo-
ple testify in “chilling detail about the day [he] robbed them of 
their limbs, or killed one of their children.” If I were on his de-
fense team, I’d be worried that the jury has such a clear view of 
his “disquietingly casual” attitude.

Marking Selma’s legacy

Boston bomber faces his victims

Obama leads the march.
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Controversy of the week4 NEWS 

Hillary: Why Democrats are suddenly nervous
Sorry, Democrats, but “this story isn’t going away,” said 
Jonathan Tobin in CommentaryMagazine.com. At an 
extremely awkward press conference this week, pre-
sumptive Democratic 2016 presidential nominee Hillary 
Clinton explained that as secretary of state she used only 
a private email account, routed through a secure server 
in her Chappaqua, N.Y., basement, as a matter of sim-
ple “convenience.” She claimed that using a single 
email account, rather than following the recom-
mended policy of sending official communications 
through a state department email address, spared 
her the chore of having to carry two smartphones—one for private 
emails and the other for official emails. It was a transparently 
phony excuse for keeping her emails out of the public record; any-
one can run two email accounts from one device. Even Democrats 
had to cringe at her startling admission she’d unilaterally deleted 
31,830 “personal” emails sent during her tenure as secretary—
while turning over 55,000 pages of screened “official” emails. 
Clinton’s scrubbing of the record can only leave voters wondering 
what she was hiding, said Charles Lipson in RealClearPolitics 
.com. Now Republican Rep. Trey Gowdy, leading the House 
investigation into the Benghazi attack, has demanded that the 
Clintons’ private server be turned over for analysis. Suddenly, the 
Democrats’ only viable candidate for 2016 is “in free fall.”

Let’s “keep things in perspective,” said Danny Vinik in 
NewRepublic.com. Clinton’s email practices, while unorthodox, 
didn’t violate any law, and while she may be having a “tough 
month,” she is so far ahead of every Democrat in the polls and 
in fundraising that she can withstand a temporary hit like this. If 
anything, the email flap may serve as a “wake-up call” to Clinton 
and her advisers, letting them know that the 2016 campaign is 

already underway. Still, some Democrats are quietly “won-
dering if they need to start looking for an alternate candi-
date,” said Emma Roller in NationalJournal.com. But the 
pickings are slim. Clinton’s only likely rivals so far, former 
U.S. Sen. Jim Webb of Virginia and former Maryland Gov. 
Martin O’Malley, can’t begin to match her star power and 
enormous fundraising advantage. Progressive darling Sen. 

Elizabeth Warren of Massachusetts insists she isn’t 
running, and the “window for other Democrats to 
jump into the race is quickly closing.” 

I have little doubt Hillary “will survive this mess,” said Jonah 
Goldberg in NationalReview.com. “If there’s a damning email 
out there, it’s been deleted, and the relevant hard drive would be 
harder to find than Jimmy Hoffa’s body.” What Clinton can’t 
erase, however, is the reminder of her Nixonian paranoia and 
penchant for “flouting legal norms.” Democrats have now been 
warned what’s coming if they nominate their “inevitable” can-
didate. “At some point down the tracks, when yet another fetid 
cloud of Clintonism erupts into plain view, many smart liberals 
will look back at this moment as the time when they should have 
pulled the emergency brake and gotten off the Hillary train.” 

Even as a longtime liberal fan of Hillary, I have to admit it: “I qui-
etly dread her campaign and her presidency,” said Josh Marshall 
in TalkingPointsMemo.com. Yes, her enemies are hyping the 
email mess, just as they did Whitewater, the Lewinsky investiga-
tion, Benghazi, and other phony scandals. But “the one thing the 
Clintons always bring is drama. Always.” Wild allegations, legalis-
tic defenses, and plot twists worthy of a soap opera have followed 
the Clintons through their decades in public life, and are “just 
inseparable from who they are.” Here we go again.

Only in America
Florida state officials and 

scientists working on projects 
to cope with rising sea levels 
say they were warned not to 
use the terms “global warm-
ing” and “climate change” in 
official documents. “We were 
told that we were not allowed 
to discuss anything that was 
not a ‘true fact,’” said one for-
mer state employee. Republi-
can Gov. Rick Scott, a climate 
change skeptic, denied there 
was any official ban, but de-
clined to say whether global 
warming is real.

A student group at the Uni-
versity of California at Irvine 
voted to remove the American 
flag from a campus building 
to avoid “triggering” students 
who see the flag as a symbol 
of American “colonialism and 
imperialism.” Since the flag 
may upset these students, the 
group said, displaying it is a 
form of “hate speech.”

Boring but important
Justices revive  
contraception battle
The U.S. Supreme Court 
this week renewed the fight 
against Obamacare’s contra-
ception mandate, throwing 
out a lower-court decision that 
ruled against Notre Dame Uni-
versity’s objection to providing 
birth control to its employees. 
The Roman Catholic college 
opposes the mandate on 
religious grounds. In 2013, 
the Obama administration 
issued an exemption for such 
religiously affiliated organiza-
tions, allowing them to fill out 
a form that punted the task 
of providing contraception to 
insurance companies. But the 
college says this certification 
process still forces the univer-
sity to approve contraception 
coverage, even if it doesn’t 
provide it. The 7th Circuit Court 
of Appeals will now have to 
reconsider Notre Dame’s case.

Looking up, after a 27-year-old Florida woman had a miracu-
lous escape after walking into the path of an oncoming freight 
train while texting. Sheena Keynna broke an arm, but survived. 
Irony, after Alaska’s annual Iditarod dog sled race had to be 
moved northward due to a lack of snow. “If one more person says 
to me to move the Iditarod to Boston,” said race director Mark 
Nordman, “I’m going to shake my head.”
Holiday cheer, after at radio station in Albany, N.Y., announced 
that it would play Christmas music all year long. “This might 
strike some as being a risky move,” said a spokesman for “Santa 
105.7-FM.’’ “But there’s literally a clamoring for Christmas music 
24/7/365/52.”

Hearty breakfasts, after an Australian man discovered a nearly 
7-foot python curled up inside a cereal box. “I peeked in the box, 
saw its head pop out,” said Jarred Smith. “That’s when I dropped 
my food on the counter and bolted for the door.”
Graphic occupations, after a “technical error” resulted in a 
Romanian diplomatic brochure depicting France covered with the 
colors of the German flag. Romania’s foreign minister expressed 
“profound regret” to all offended parties. 
Speeding while rich, after a millionaire motorist in Finland, 
where traffic fines are scaled to income, had to pay a nearly 
$60,000 fine for driving 64 mph in a 50 mph zone. “Finland is 
impossible to live in,” the driver said, “for certain kinds of people.” 

Good week for:

Bad week for:
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Austin 
Lethal injection shortage: Texas prison 
officials were scrambling to bolster their 
lethal injection supplies this week after 
admitting that they had nearly run out 
of their preferred execution drug, pento-
barbital. Texas Department of Criminal 
Justice spokesman Jason Clark said that 
the state has enough of the anesthetic 
to carry out two executions scheduled 
this week and next, but not enough for 
another four executions in April. “We’re 
exploring all options,” said Clark, who 
said officials wouldn’t rule out using 
“alternate drugs in the lethal injection 
process.” The announcement raised  
fears among death penalty opponents 
that Texas would start to experiment 
with lethal injection drugs—as in 
Oklahoma, where officials used mida-
zolam instead of pentobarbital, in a 
botched execution that left inmate 
Clayton Lockett writhing on the gurney 
for 43 minutes before dying.

Madison, Wis. 
Police shooting: Days after the Justice 
Department cleared Ferguson, Mo., 
officer Darren Wilson in the shooting 
of Michael Brown, demonstrators in 
Madison this week held nighttime vigils 
to protest the fatal police shooting of 
another unarmed black teenager. The 
shooting occurred after officer Matt 
Kenny was sent to investigate reports of a 
black man shouting and jumping in front 
of cars. Kenny arrived at the scene and 
pursued Tony Robinson, 19, to his home, 
and then entered his apartment after hear-
ing a commotion inside. Madison police 
said Robinson attacked the officer, who 
suffered undisclosed injuries, forcing 
the officer to open fire in self-defense. 
Kenny has been placed on administra-
tive leave pending an investigation by the 
state’s Division of Criminal Investigation. 
Gov. Scott Walker also announced that 
Wisconsin’s Justice Department would 
conduct its own independent investigation. 

Salt Lake City 
Miraculous survival: An 18-month-old 
girl who stunned rescuers by surviving 
13 hours in a partially submerged car in 

an icy Salt 
Lake City 
river was 
recover-
ing in the 
hospital 
this week, 
authorities 
said. Police 
officers and 
firefighters 

were called to the accident scene when a 
fisherman spotted the overturned car—
thought to have careered off a nearby 
bridge—in the frigid Spanish Fork River. 
Rescuers said that as they approached 
the car, they heard a female voice calling 
out “Help” from inside the vehicle. But 
emergency responders soon discovered 
that the car’s driver, Jennifer 
Groesbeck, 25, was dead, and her 
daughter—who was unconscious 
and dangling upside down in 
her car seat—was too young to 
talk. “We all heard the same 
type of thing,” one rescuer, 
officer Tyler Beddoes, said of 
the mysterious cries for help. 
“How do you explain that?”

Newark, N.J. 
Menendez probe: After 
a two-year investigation, 
the Justice Department 
is ready to bring crimi-
nal corruption charges 
against New Jersey Sen. 
Robert Menendez, CNN 
reported this week. 
The Democrat has been 
the subject of an ongo-
ing federal probe into his relationship 
with Florida ophthalmologist Salomon 
Melgen since at least 2013, when 
FBI agents raided Melgen’s offices in 
South Florida. Shortly after, Menendez 
announced he would repay Melgen 
$58,000 for flying him to the Dominican 
Republic on his private plane. The 
FBI is reportedly focusing on whether 
Menendez improperly used his influence 
with federal Medicare administrators 
to help Melgen in his billing practices, 
and whether he illegally promoted the 

doctor’s business interests while 
dealing with the U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection agency. 

Menendez last week denied 
any wrongdoing. “And I am not 
going anywhere,” he added. 

Norman, Okla. 
Fraternity outrage: Two University of 
Oklahoma students were expelled and 
the campus’s Sigma Alpha Epsilon frater-
nity house boarded up this week after an 
online video showing fraternity members 

singing a 
racist chant 
went viral. 
The nine-
second clip, 
sent anony-
mously to 
the school 
newspaper, 
shows a bus 
of party-

bound students clapping and chanting: 
“There will never be a n----- SAE / You 
can hang ’em from a tree.” The universi-
ty’s president quickly cut all ties with the 
fraternity, and SAE’s national president 
ordered that the fraternity’s Oklahoma 
chapter be shuttered. Parker Rice, one 
of the two expelled students accused of 
leading the chant, said he was “deeply 
sorry” for his actions. The family of 
the second expelled student, Levi Pettit, 
called his behavior “disgusting.”

Destin, Fla. 
Helicopter crash: Seven Marines and 
four soldiers were presumed dead this 
week after their Black Hawk helicopter 
went down during a routine night-
time training exercise off the coast of 
Pensacola, Fla. The UH-60 Black Hawk 
was reported missing soon after it took 
off from nearby Destin airport. Search-
and-rescue workers found the helicop-
ter’s tail rotor washed up on a beach 
in the early hours of the morning. An 
Air Force official said that unidentified 
human remains had also been recovered. 
The 11 servicemen were from the Camp 
Lejeune, N.C., Marine Corps base and 
a Hammond, La., National Guard unit. 
An investigation is underway into the 
cause of the crash; an Air Force spokes-
man cited “weather issues”—including 
heavy fog—as a possible factor.
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Birmingham, U.K. 
Death at a dog show: At least one dog is 
dead and several others may have been sick-
ened after a suspected poisoning at Britain’s 
premier dog show. Thendara Satisfaction, a 
3-year-old Irish setter also known as Jagger, 
collapsed and died after leaving the Crufts 
show, and tests found he had eaten poisoned 
beef. Meanwhile, several breeders say their 
dogs vomited severely at the show, and some 
reports said a shih tzu died as well. “We can’t 
and we won’t think that this was the act of 
another exhibitor,” said Jagger’s co-owner Dee Milligan-Bott. “If 
we thought this, we couldn’t go on.”

São Paulo 
Corruption in the court: The 
Brazilian judge overseeing the 
trial of Eike Batista, once one of 
the world’s richest men, is under criminal 
investigation for allegedly appropriating 
Batista’s stuff. Judge Flávio Roberto de 
Souza was removed from all cases after he was accused of cruis-
ing around in Batista’s seized Porsche Cayenne and hoarding 
other luxury items at his apartment. Souza said it was “a normal 
situation” and that he was just protecting the Porsche. Batista, a 
mining and oil magnate who lost some $34 billion when his com-
pany imploded in 2013, is on trial for insider trading. His homes 
were raided earlier this year and many goods were confiscated, 
including luxury cars, airplanes, cash, and jewelry.

Villa Castelli, Argentina 
French athletes killed: A helicopter crash in Argentina this week 
killed three French athletes and five French TV crew members on 
their way to film a reality show. The Argentine pilots of the two 
aircraft, which apparently slammed into each other as they were 
landing in the Andes, were also killed. The dead included world 
champion sailor Florence Arthaud, 57; swimmer Camille Muffat, 
25, an Olympic gold medalist; and Alexis Vastine, 28, a boxer 
who won an Olympic bronze. The athletes were due to appear 

in the reality show Dropped, a 
Survivor-like program that puts 
famous people and non-celebrities 
in remote areas, where they must 
find food and shelter. The helicop-
ters crashed just a few hundred 
feet away from other contestants 
who were standing, blindfolded, 
waiting to see which celebrities 
were going to join them.

Bogotá, Colombia 
Demining together: The Colombian military and the FARC rebels 
it has battled for decades have reached a landmark agreement 
to work together to clear landmines. The two sides have been 
negotiating in Havana for two years, and this agreement is their 
biggest breakthrough yet. The Colombian countryside is strewn 
with landmines, which have killed or maimed more than 11,000 
people over the past 15 years. “This is bringing us closer to the 
shared objective of reaching peace in Colombia,” said President 
Juan Manuel Santos. Experts from Norway, which has been bro-
kering the talks, will oversee the demining.

Almoloya de Juárez, Mexico 
Drug lords allege brutality: Mexico’s top imprisoned drug lords 
have joined together in a complaint about inhumane conditions 
at the Altiplano maximum-security prison. Joaquín “the Shorty” 
Guzmán, Edgar “the Barbie” Valdez Villarreal, 
and Miguel Ángel Félix Gallardo—aka “the 
Godfather”—as well as more than 100 other 
inmates signed an 11-page letter alleging that 
they have to sleep on the floor and are allowed 
only one hour a day outside in the prison 
yard. “The confinement is contrary to human 
rights,” they said. “It is impossible to prepare 
for a possible social reintegration.”

London 
Pedophiles in Parliament? British police 
last week raided the home of the recently 
deceased Leon Brittan, a former minister 
in Margaret Thatcher’s cabinet, as part of 
an investigation into an alleged govern-
ment cover-up of a pedophile sex ring. 
Prime Minister Thatcher’s home secretary 
from 1983 to ’85, Brittan is alleged to have 
known about, but failed to prosecute, a 
pedophile network involving several par-
liamentarians who had sex with boys in 

the ’70s and ’80s. The investigation was reopened in 2012 and 
jump-started in December, when one of the boys, now an adult, 
provided Scotland Yard with what it called credible testimony 
about “abuse parties.” Those events were allegedly attended by 
judges, politicians, and people who worked for the royal family 
and involved boys as young as 7.
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On guard at Altiplano

Thatcher and Brittan Jagger: Poisoned?

Reality TV gone wrong

Batista: Porsche borrowed
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Rome 
American vandals: Italian police have 
cited two California women for carv-
ing 8-inch J and N initials into a brick 
wall at the Colosseum. The women, 
who were not named in the Italian 
press but are said to be 21 and 25, 
took a selfie with their graffiti and 
were promptly reported to security 
guards by other tourists. It’s unclear whether they will be fined, 
although the last tourist caught defacing Roman ruins, a Russian 
nabbed last November, was given a four-month suspended prison 
sentence and ordered to pay $21,000. We “didn’t imagine it 
was something so serious,” said one of the women. Centuries of 
tourism have left the ancient Roman arena covered with graffiti, 
which may lead some to believe it is OK to add more.

Johannesburg 
Mugged on camera: With  
cameras rolling, a South 
African journalist was robbed 
by two men just moments 
before he was to air a live 

report. The video shows the two assailants scuffling with reporter 
Vuyo Mvoko, who shouts, “Hey we’re being mugged!” as he 
gives up his cellphones and a laptop. “Every South African 
lives with the reality of crime,” said the South African National 
Editors’ Forum in a statement. “But to see thugs brazenly ignor-
ing television cameras and robbing media workers in the course 
of their work yet again brings home the level of criminality in our 
society.” South Africa has one of the world’s highest rates of vio-
lent crime, and soaring murder and rape rates.

Abu Dhabi 
American jailed: An American man has been arrested in the 
United Arab Emirates for insulting his employer on Facebook. 
Ryan Pate, a helicopter mechanic for Abu Dhabi-based Global 
Aerospace Logistics, had flown to Florida to get a back injury 
treated. While there, he complained on Facebook that his 
employers had refused to extend his leave, and he mentioned 
“filthy” Arabs. When he returned to the United Arab Emirates 
after his treatment, he was arrested for slander and his pass-
port was confiscated. He faces up to five years in prison and a 
$50,000 fine.

Moscow 
Chechens blamed for murder: Russian authori-
ties say Russian opposition figure Boris 
Nemtsov was killed by Chechens enraged at 
his support for the Charlie Hebdo cartoon-
ists who mocked Islam. Chechen policeman 
Zaur Dadayev confessed to the February slay-
ing but then recanted, saying he had confessed 
out of fear he would be killed. Many Russians 
doubt the official story. Chechens are often 
blamed for political killings in Russia, and in this 
case their ostensible motive is widely considered 
implausible, because Nemtsov was not known 
for anti-Islam views. “Our worst fears are 
coming true,” said Ilya Yashin, co-leader of 
Nemtsov’s political party. “The triggerman will be blamed, while 
those who actually ordered Nemtsov’s killing will go free.”

Nimrud, Iraq 
ISIS guts ancient site: In an echo 
of the Taliban’s destruction of 
ancient Buddhas in Afghanistan, 
militants from the Islamic State 
of Iraq and Syria have bull-
dozed the 3,000-year-old city of 
Nimrud. ISIS, whose members 
believe that “false idols” must be 
destroyed, looted treasures from 
the museums and then destroyed 
the Mesopotamian city. “It’s heartbreaking to see what is some 
of the earliest evidence of human civilization being wantonly 
destroyed,” said Corine Wegener, a cultural-heritage preservation 
officer at the Smithsonian Institution. ISIS has also posted videos 
of militants taking sledgehammers to antiquities in Mosul’s muse-
ums, and last year it destroyed the Tomb of Jonah, the Shrine of 
Seth, and several medieval mosques in the city. 

Karachi, Pakistan 
Nuclear plants at risk: Pakistani activ-
ists are seeking to block the construc-
tion of two nuclear power plants in an 
earthquake-prone, coastal area that is 
vulnerable to tsunamis. The Chinese 
are building the two reactors—using an 
experimental design—less than 20 miles 
from the sprawling city of Karachi, where 
20 million people would be at risk should 

a reactor meltdown occur. The area is also rife with terrorism, 
and al Qaida militants nearly took over a Pakistani navy ship 
there last year. Pakistan’s energy and defense minister, Khawaja 
Muhammad Asif, dismissed the fears. “We are a nuclear power,” 
he said, “so don’t underestimate us.
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Nimrud’s ruins, before ISIS

Mvoko (right) gets shaken down.

Dadayev: Collared 

Building in a danger zone

Marked by tourists
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Swift’s dating blues 
Taylor Swift isn’t optimistic about her chances 
of finding lasting love, said Mark Sutherland 
in The Daily Telegraph (U.K.). The pop star is 
now single after a high-profile string of failed 
romances with the likes of Joe Jonas, John 
Mayer, and Jake Gyllenhaal. “I haven’t dated 
anyone in years,” says Swift, 25. “I’m in a dif-
ferent place in my life, where love isn’t really 

a priority.” That hasn’t stopped gossip sites speculating about 
her relationship status. She was recently photographed out with 
a new friend, Irish singer-songwriter Andrew Hozier-Byrne, and 
panicked about what would be written about her the following 
day. “I got so freaked out that people were going to say I was 
dating him. I started thinking, ‘I can’t let this ruin my friend-
ships with dudes.’” Swift also worries that when she is ready to 
start dating again, potential boyfriends will be scared off by this 
constant media attention. “No one’s going to sign up for this and 
everything that goes with it. Like, ‘Hi, nice to meet you, want a 
date? Do you love camera flashes? I hope you do!’ I don’t know 
what’s going to happen if I’m ever content in a relationship—no 
idea how that’s going to work.” She smiles. “I don’t even know if 
that’s possible with the life I have.” 

The NYPD’s most honored detective 
Ralph Friedman is the most decorated police officer in New York 
City history, said Will Pavia in The Times (U.K.). Friedman, now 
64, was a rookie cop when he was assigned to the 41st precinct in 
the South Bronx in 1970—one of the most dangerous neighbor-
hoods in what was then a crime-ridden city. “It was like the Wild 
West,” says the former detective. Over the next 14 years, he won 
255 awards, was involved in 15 gun battles, and shot eight perpe-
trators, killing four. One was a man who had shot dead a 15-year-
old in the street, before opening fire on Friedman and his partner. 
Eventually, his partner shot the man in the shoulder. “He went 
down. I ran over, he starts to get up again, and I shot him in the 
head.” He feels no remorse about any of the deaths and wishes he 
were still policing the South Bronx. “The action, the camaraderie, 
I miss it every day.” Friedman’s career ended at age 34, when 
he was involved in a horrific high-speed car crash with another 
squad car. He suffered a shattered hip and broke 22 bones, and 
awoke to find the eight women he’d been dating gathered around 
his hospital bed. “One of them hung in there,” he says, “and I’ve 
been living with her these last 33 years.”

Madonna has always had a talent for shocking people, said Brian 
Hiatt in Rolling Stone. When the pop star was growing up in subur-
ban Detroit, her rebellious attitude set her apart from many of her 
high school classmates. Rather than try to fit in, Madonna became 
even more provocative. “I thought, ‘Well, you already don’t like 
me,’” she says, “‘so f--- you: How do you like these hairy arm-
pits?’” She reacted the same way early in her music career, when 
outraged critics attacked her sexualized performances. “It was, ‘Oh, 
you’re dressing like a slut or a whore, so you must be stupid.’ I was 
like, ‘Why can I not be sexual and intelligent?’” Instead of giving in, 
Madonna doubled down and in 1992 released Sex, a coffee-table 
book filled with erotic photographs. “My nature is to provoke. I 
can’t help myself.” Now 56, the singer is determined to keep push-
ing boundaries—which is why she flashed her butt at this year’s 
Grammy red carpet. Madonna says she wanted to show the world 
“what a 56-year-old ass looks like. If I have to be the person who 
opens the door for women to believe they can be sexual and look 
good and be as relevant in their 50s or their 60s, then so be it.”
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Madonna’s endless rebellion

Harrison Ford’s 
friends and fam-
ily are demanding 
that the actor give up 
flying after he crash-
landed his vintage 
1940s single-engine 
plane at the eighth hole of a Venice, 
Calif., golf course, breaking his pelvis and 
ankle. Ford, 72, was forced to make the 
emergency landing when his plane’s engine 
failed moments after taking off from the 
nearby Santa Monica Municipal Airport. 
While aviation experts praised the veteran 
aviator’s maneuver, wife Calista Flockhart 
reportedly begged the septuagenarian 
to give up his dangerous hobby and was 

photographed sobbing in the hospital park-
ing lot after visiting her husband, 
says the Daily Mirror (U.K.). It was 
a second lucky escape for Ford, 
who walked away from a heli-

copter crash in 1999. “Everyone 
around him certainly hopes 

he will take a break” from 
flying, said a source, “or 
give it up forever.” 

Sony Pictures has had 
to repaint Seth Rogen’s former Hollywood 
office to get rid of the overbearing stench 
of marijuana, which has seeped into the 
suite’s walls and floor, says The Hollywood 
Reporter. New occupant, former Sony Pic-
tures co-chair Amy Pascal, will have to work 
from temporary offices while the company 
removes the stink, which is now apparently 

so bad it can be smelled from two floors 
away. Rogen, 32, has denied the existence 
of the foul odor. “I don’t know what’s more 
irresponsible: that [the Reporter] would 
print a story that is completely untrue,” said 
the actor, “or that they would refer to how 
pot smells as a ‘stench.’” 

Susan Sarandon has dumped her boy-toy 
lover, 37-year-old entrepreneur Jonathan 
Bricklin. The pair first got together in 2010, 
 after meeting on a road trip in Chile. But their 
May-December romance was strained by 
Bricklin’s recent decision to accept a role in 
upcoming AOL reality-TV show  Connected, 
says the New York Post. A source said that 
Sarandon, 68, hated having cameras follow 
her everywhere and broke up with Bricklin 
by announcing, “You’re a cast member—
I’m not.” 
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GovMint.com Announces the Limited Mintage
Striking of an Extraordinary Silver Proof

—the Newest United States $100 Bill Struck 
in 99.9% Pure Silver. Discount Price $99

This extraordinary piece
of pure silver has a sur-
face area that exceeds 
15 square inches...and it
contains one Troy ounce

of pure silver!

And now, during 
a limited strike 
period, the very first

Year 2015 $100 Silver Proof 
is available from GovMint.com at a special 
discount price—only $99!

Exquisite Detail
The historic 2015 $100 Silver Proof is an 
exquisite adaptation of the United States
Treasury’s recently redesigned $100 Federal
Reserve Note—only the third new $100 
bill design in 100 years. It is a true artistic
masterpiece that will always be treasured.

99.9% Silver 
Best of all, this stunning Silver Proof is even
more beautiful than the original, because it’s
struck in precious silver!

It is a landmark in proof minting, combining
unprecedented weight with extraordinary 
dimension. The specifications for this 
colossal medallic proof are unparalleled.
Each one:

• Is Individually Struck from Pure 
.999 Silver.

• Weighs one Troy ounce.
• Has a Surface Area That Exceeds 

15 Square Inches.
• Contains 31.10 Grams (480 Grains) 

of Pure Silver.
• Is Individually Registered and Comes

With a Numbered Certificate of 
Authenticity.

• Is Fully Encapsulated to Protect Its 
Mirror-Finish.

• Includes a Deluxe Presentation Case.

Advance Strike Discount
The price for the 2015 $100 Silver Proof will
be set at $129 per proof.

However, if you place your order now, you
can acquire this giant silver proof at the
special advance strike discount price—
only $99.

NOTE TO COLLECTORS: When you place
your order for the $100 silver proof, it will be
processed immediately, and the earliest orders
will receive the coveted lowest registration
numbers.

Additional Discounts
Substantial additional discounts are 
available for serious collectors who wish 
to acquire more than one of these exquisite
silver proofs.

Year 2015 $100 Silver Proof 
1-4 proofs -  $99 each + s/h
5-9 proofs -  $95 each + s/h
10+proofs -  $89 each + s/h

There is a limit of twenty $100 Silver Proofs
per order, and all orders are subject to 
acceptance by GovMint.com.

Only 9999 Available
GovMint.com will limit striking to only
9999 One Troy Ounce Silver Proofs for the
year 2015. Once the edition is sold out, no
more 2015 silver proofs can ever be struck.
Orders only will be accepted on a strict 
first-come, first-served basis according to
the time and date of the order. Call today 
for fastest order processing.

For fastest service call today toll-free

1-800-514-6468
Offer Code FRN163-01

Please mention this code when you call.

Prices and availability subject to change without notice. Past performance is not a predictor of future performance.
NOTE: GovMint.com® is a private distributor of worldwide government coin and currency issues and privately issued 
licensed collectibles and is not affiliated with the United States government. Facts and figures deemed accurate as of 
October 2014 ©2015 GovMint.com.
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Collectible
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Larger Franklin
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Minted in one Troy ounce
of .999% fine silver

Mirrored proof
background
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& July 4th date
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What should we eat? 
Mostly vegetables. Veggies of all kinds  
and colors, including salads and other leafy 
greens, are loaded with various types of 
phy to nutri ents and antioxidants that are 
essential to healthy living. Many recent 
studies have shown that people who eat 
more vegetables and other plant-based 
foods—such as beans, whole grains, fruits, 
and nuts—tend to have lower rates of 
heart disease and other chronic health 
issues than those who mainly consume 
 animal-based products like meat and 
cheese. But researchers have also recently 
discovered that fat, maligned for more than 40 years as the lead-
ing cause of weight gain and high cholesterol, can also be part of 
a healthy diet. “Americans were told to cut back on fat to lose 
weight and prevent heart disease,” says Dr. David Ludwig, an 
obesity specialist at Boston Children’s Hospital. Today, “there’s an 
overwhelmingly strong case to be made for the opposite.”

Can fat really be good for us? 
Yes, but not all fats are created equal. Foods like beans, nuts, and 
fish, which are rich in monounsaturated and polyunsaturated 
fats, are strongly linked to good cardiovascular health. But several 
recent studies found that even the saturated fats in red meat, but-
ter, and cheese can be consumed in moderation, and that foods 
high in cholesterol do not raise cholesterol levels in most people. 
Those findings run counter to decades-old dietary guidelines from 
the American Heart Association and the U.S. government, which 
stated that people should avoid saturated fats because they clog 
our arteries, causing heart attacks and strokes. 

How did we get it so wrong? 
Blame bad science. In 1970, a University of Minnesota physiologist 
named Ancel Keys published his landmark Seven Countries Study, 
which examined diets across Europe, 
the U.S., and Asia. He concluded that 
people who ate a lot of meat and 
dairy, like Finnish lumberjacks, died 
from heart attacks at far higher rates 
than farmers in Crete, whose fish-, 
fruit- and grain-heavy diet was lower 
in saturated fats. Critics noted many 
mistakes in Keys’s study—he looked 
at the Cretan diet during Lent, when 
the islanders had given up meat and 
cheese—but his conclusions were 
widely accepted because they seemed 
to make sense. After all, saturated fats 
are known to raise LDL, or “bad” 
cholesterol, and higher levels of LDL 
are a leading indicator of heart disease. 
But now there is increasing evidence 
that the type of LDL particles associ-
ated with saturated fats, known as 
pattern-A, are not harmful. “The argu-
ment against fat was totally and com-
pletely flawed,” says Dr. Robert Lustig, 

president of the San Francisco–based 
Institute for Responsible Nutrition. 

What effect did Keys’s study have? 
In 1980, the federal government issued 
its first set of dietary guidelines, telling 
everyone over age 2 to avoid fat. America 
didn’t get any healthier. Adult obesity rates 
nearly tripled over the next three decades 
to 35 percent, while adolescent obesity 
rates quadrupled. The U.S. now spends 
$190 billion a year treating obesity-related 
conditions. The  government-backed cam-
paign against fat backfired in part because 

Americans replaced the calories they got from milk and cheese with 
calories from refined carbohydrates like white bread and pasta. 
Carbs turn into sugar in the bloodstream, which increases insulin 
production and encourages cells to store fat instead of burning it. 
With less energy available to fuel the body, the metabolism slows 
down, hunger sets in, and the process repeats itself.
 
Does that mean carbs are the real problem? 
The case against them is strong. But if the low-fat era has proved 
anything, it’s that focusing on just one aspect of a person’s diet can 
have unintended consequences. Human physiology is simply too 
complex for the effects of an individual foodstuff or nutrient to be 
isolated and properly understood. “We should not be singling out 
particular components in food and vilifying them,” says Catherine 
Collins, head dietitian at St. George’s Hospital in London. “We 
should be promoting a balanced diet with a lot of variety, including 
some lean meat, fish, whole-grain cereals, fruit and vegetables, even 
a little wine if you like. Essentially, it’s the Mediterranean diet.”
 
Is that the ideal diet? 
Possibly, but we can’t be 100 percent sure because almost all dietary 
studies are observational and so have a fundamental limitation. 

Scientists will monitor the eating 
habits of test groups for years or 
even decades, and then draw asso-
ciations between the subjects’ diet 
and the diseases they suffer. Such an 
observational study might show that 
individuals who eat more vegetables 
tend to live longer, but it can’t prove 
causation—that eating more veggies 
is the reason for that longer life span. 
Many nutritionists say their best 
advice is for people to stop obsessing 
over individual aspects of a particular 
diet and focus instead on choosing 
naturally produced foods and avoid-
ing processed foods that are loaded 
with additives and excess sugar. “If 
you eat direct from nature, nutrients 
tend to take care of themselves,” 
says Dr. David Katz, director of Yale 
University’s Prevention Research 
Center. “The cold, hard truth is, the 
only way to eat well is to eat well.”

Briefing NEWS 11

For a healthy diet, skip processed foods.

The quest for the perfect diet
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If fat’s OK, what about cholesterol? 
For decades, health officials have warned 
Americans about the dangers of eating foods high 
in cholesterol, like eggs, shrimp, and lobster. But 
in a stunning reversal, the U.S. Dietary Guidelines 
Advisory Committee recently recommended no 
longer listing cholesterol as a “nutrient of con-
cern.” That turnaround is in keeping with mount-
ing evidence that for most healthy adults, eating 
foods high in cholesterol does not significantly 
contribute to the amount of cholesterol found in 
the blood—most of which is produced naturally 
by the body. Doctors warn that individuals with 
health problems such as diabetes or heart dis-
ease should continue to avoid high-cholesterol 
foods, but such foods’ overall impact on good 
health may be less significant than was previously 
thought. “It’s turned out to be more complicated 
than anyone could have known,” says Wake Forest 
University biochemist Lawrence Rudel. “Eating 
too much a day won’t harm everyone, but it will 
harm some people.”

A spate of recent studies has upended decades of established dietary advice about eating fat. Is fat now good?
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A Nebraska man was fined 
$100 for marijuana posses-
sion after police searched 
his car and found his stash 
hidden in a container labeled 
“not weed.” Sheriff Terry 
Wagner said that his depu-
ties stopped the 21-year-old 
man on suspicion of driving 
drunk and discovered a pot-
filled sour cream tub under 
a passenger seat. The words 
“not weed” were written 
in marker on the plastic 
container’s lid. “We call that 
a clue,” said Wagner. 

Authorities in the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo’s 
capital have erected five 
arm-waving robots to help 
manage Kinshasa’s traffic-
clogged roads. The 8-foot-tall, 
solar-powered 
robots were 
built by a local 
association 
of female 
engineers 
and direct 
Kinshasa’s 
traffic flow 
using flashing 
red and green lights on their 
hands. Residents are optimis-
tic that the aluminum robo-
cops will bring order to the 
city’s congested and chaotic 
streets. “There are certain 
drivers who don’t respect 
the traffic police, but with 
the robot it will be different,” 
said cabbie Poro Zidane. “We 
should respect the robot.” 

Two Russian bears that be-
came alcoholics after spend-
ing 20 years caged outside a 
bar in Sochi could be headed 
to rehab. The bar’s owner and 
patrons regularly passed the 
animals cold beer, claiming 
it helped them cope with 
Sochi’s warm climate. But a 
British charity is now working 
with local courts to transfer 
the booze-loving bears to a 
sanctuary in Romania, where 
they’ll receive help overcom-
ing their alcoholism. “The 
people there have worked 
with dancing bears who 
had similar problems,” said 
Anna Kogan of the Big Hearts 
Foundation. “It can be done.”

It must be true...
I read it in the tabloids

Scott Walker has put Big Labor “in an understandable panic,” said 
Stephen Moore. Wisconsin’s Republican governor this week signed a 
bill banning private-sector unions from requiring all employees at a 
unionized firm to pay dues, making Wisconsin the 25th state in the 
nation to pass “right-to-work’’ legislation. History “shows that when 
workers aren’t forced to pay union dues and fees, they usually choose 
not to.” When Wisconsin blocked unions from automatically collecting 
dues from government employees in 2011, “some unions saw a decline 
of 80 percent of worker payments.” Big Labor argues that making 
membership optional restricts unions’ collective bargaining power and 
allows employees to benefit from unions’ work without paying for it. 
But if unions are such a boon for workers, why must they force people 
to join? Many skilled workers justifiably believe they’re hamstrung by 
a “one-size-fits-all union contract.” Others don’t want to bankroll the 
bloated salaries of union bosses or pay for their left-wing “partisan po-
litical activities.” So let’s hope other states follow Wisconsin’s example 
and “give American workers what liberals used to say they were in 
favor of: the right to choose.”

At the risk of being labeled a rape apologist, said Meghan Daum, 
“I’m going to say what many reasonable people have been thinking 
for a while.” Not all sexual assaults are equal. “Violent rape is not the 
same as psychologically coercive sex, which is not the same as regret-
table sex, which is not the same as fielding an unwanted touch or kiss 
at a party.” All these experiences are bad, but they lie on a spectrum 
“ranging from truly horrific to merely annoying.” In today’s grievance 
culture, though, we’re taught to believe that a drunk college student 
who “has sex she neither exactly consented to nor exactly resisted” 
is as much of a victim as “the clearly brutalized woman.” Campus 
activists argue that it’s wrong to “privilege” one kind of trauma over 
another. But it’s insulting and dangerous to liken the fight against rape 
culture—a phenomenon that is “terrifyingly and appallingly real”—to 
the petty complaints of grievance culture. “By shaking so many indi-
vidual trees, its adherents create distractions from the perils of the big, 
terrifying forest. And we can’t afford such distractions any longer.”

When a child finds his mom’s or dad’s gun and fatally shoots himself, 
authorities often call it an “accidental” death. But these shootings 
“aren’t accidents,” said Justin Peters. They’re the predictable result of 
the parents’ “criminally negligent behavior.” Consider the recent spate 
of “accidental” shootings in Houston, where, in under a week, two 
boys, ages 3 and 4, fatally shot themselves in their homes, and a 6-year-
old boy was critically injured after his younger brother unintentionally 
shot him. “In all three cases, the guns were left out in the open, loaded 
and unsecured by allegedly responsible adults who should have known 
better.” In Texas and 27 other states, it’s “a criminal misdemeanor to 
leave a readily dischargeable firearm in a place where it’s accessible to a 
child,” and evidence shows that such legislation can reduce child-shoot-
ing deaths. Yet these laws are only effective as a deterrent if they’re 
vigorously enforced by authorities, who often choose out of sympathy 
not to prosecute already suffering parents. Yes, these shootings are 
tragedies. But if we want to save other at-risk children, we must hold 
parents criminally responsibile for these preventable deaths.

Right to work
means the 
right to choose
Stephen Moore
The Washington Times

Kids’ gun 
deaths are 
no accident
Justin Peters
Slate.com

Not all
sex crimes
are equal
Meghan Daum
Los Angeles Times

“As humans, we are exceptionally good at ruining everything. The ocean? 
Presently covered in an estimated 270,000 tons of plastic trash. The majestic 

Mount Everest? Oops! Turns out we pooped all over it. Yes, last week the chief of Nepal’s moun-
taineering association said that human waste on Everest is ‘piling up’ and that the country’s gov-
ernment needs to make sure climbers dispose of their waste in order to protect the mountain. This 
confirms my long-held theory that human beings are dreadful. We befoul everything we touch, 
and I don’t think we should be allowed to touch any more things. We shouldn’t be allowed on 
Everest, the moon, or Mars. We should just stay home and keep our messiness to ourselves.”

Rex Huppke in the Chicago Tribune

Viewpoint
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Best columns: Europe14 NEWS

FRANCE The debate over the headscarf “has turned bit-
ter,” said Benoît Floc'h. Muslim headscarves are 
already banned in French public schools, as are 
emblems of other religions, such as yarmulkes or 
crucifixes. Many professors believe headscarves 
should be banned at colleges as well, saying that 
religious symbolism is fundamentally incompat-
ible with free thought. And they are clashing with 
their students. Last month, one law professor 
demanded that a student remove her headscarf, 
and when classmates rallied to her defense, the 
professor snapped, “Well, my religion is nudism!” 
and began unbuttoning his shirt—before thinking 
better of it and stomping out of class. Other pro-

fessors have refused to lecture if a fully veiled stu-
dent is present. Why are they so passionate? “The 
university invented secularism,” said philosophy 
professor Isabelle de Mecquenem. At the begin-
ning of the Renaissance, it was the university that 
“elevated the search for truth by vanquishing the 
power of the state and church.” Now the largely 
leftist professors are appalled to find that their 
most vocal supporters on this issue are their worst 
political enemies: the far-right National Front. 
The message of the hijab and niqab, they say, is 
separatism and gender oppression. “I thought this 
fight against religion was long over,” said one 
professor sadly. “It’s just unbearable.”

The Irish people have done an incredible job in-
tegrating immigrants—but the state has not, said 
Fintan O’Toole. A decade ago, a nation as white 
as Wonder Bread and “as Catholic as a convent” 
coped with a sudden influx of foreigners—Poles, 
Brazilians, Nigerians, and others. It was a mas-
sive upheaval, and for a nation used to sending 
out migrants, and not receiving any, it seemed 
“a breach in the natural order of things.” Yet 
somehow we absorbed these newcomers with no 
nationalist backlash. Integration happened at the 
societal level, in the schools. Faced with kids who 
couldn’t speak English, teachers and students 
“deployed the native graces—humor, curiosity, 

rough decency—and muddled through.” But this 
success story is now at risk, because the govern-
ment has refused to spend any money promot-
ing integration since the 2008 financial crash. 
Segregation is growing, with Catholic students 
opting for Catholic education and minorities left 
concentrated in a few urban schools. The solu-
tion is clear: It’s time to take the church out of 
education and make our schools “community-
owned public institutions in which all children 
are welcomed equally and all faiths are facili-
tated.” If we of different backgrounds are to 
form one nation, “our children must get to know 
one another.”
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With Russia on the offensive in Ukraine, 
it’s time to bring back the draft, said 
Audrius Baciulis in Veidas (Lithuania). 
Other countries bordering or near 
Russia have kept compulsory military 
service, but Poland and Lithuania both 
abolished their programs in 2008. 
Now we see that was a mistake. “The 
barbarian hordes are at our gates.” 
Only by requiring all young men to 
go through some form of training will 
we be able to “fill the tank battalions 
with soldiers quickly and effectively” in 
case of war. Lithuanian President Dalia 
Grybauskaite last week proposed reinstating the draft, saying 
that Russia presents a real threat “for our whole region.” The 
Baltic states of Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia may be members 
of NATO, but they are on the front line and must defend them-
selves first. 

Russia believes it has the right “to threaten and even destroy its 
neighbors,” said Gunars Nagels in Latvijas Avize (Latvia). Our 
task is to convince the Russian people that their era of empire is 
over. But we can only do so “with both tongue and teeth” and 
only “in chorus with others.” The U.S. has just sent heavy armor 
to Latvia and will soon deploy 3,000 troops for military exercises 
in Eastern Europe. Poland, meanwhile, has begun a $42 bil lion 
overhaul of its military and is implementing voluntary mil i tary 
training for combat-aged men. And not a moment too soon, said 

Krzysztof Ziemiec in Rzecz pos polita 
(Poland). World War III may have al-
ready begun. Recall that Hitler didn’t 
think he was starting World War II 
when he invaded Poland in 1939—he 
thought it would go smoothly, because 
Europe hadn’t lifted a finger to stop 
him annexing Austria or Czechoslova-
kia’s Sudetenland. The same thing is 
happening now, with Europe standing 
by as Russia swallows Ukraine bit by 
bit. Russian President Vladimir “Putin 
will keep going,” says Russian histo-
rian Yuri Felshtinsky, because he sim-

ply doesn’t believe that NATO will fight for the Baltics. The task 
is clear: “We must stop Putin in Ukraine.” 

That means standing up to Russian bluffs, said Miroslaw Czech 
in Gazeta Wyborcza (Poland). Threatening all-out war has be-
come “a routine trick of Russian diplomacy.” That threat fright-
ened Germany and France so much that they pushed Kiev to ac-
cept a cease-fire with Russian-backed rebels in eastern Ukraine. 
Putin then exploited that calm and grabbed more territory. He 
has been using similar tactics to try to frighten the West out of 
arming Ukraine—his people murmur ominously that to do so 
would inspire Russia to “invade on all fronts.” The result? He 
gets what he wants without having to fight for it. I’m not say-
ing the Russians aren’t a threat. But they’re a threat we should 
stand up to, not cower before. 

Europe: Getting nervous about a Russian threat

Professors battle 
students over 
Muslim garb
Benoît Floc'h
Le Monde

IRELAND

U.S. troops on maneuvers in Latvia

Now a 
land of
immigrants
Fintan O’Toole
The Irish Times
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Thousands of innocent Canadians have been 
condemned to the misery of solitary confine-
ment, said Elizabeth Renzetti. The jailer who put 
them there is, of course, this unspeakable winter. 
Living here this season has been “the equivalent 
of being trapped in an ice palace.” Nova Scotia 
is buried under so much snow that its police 
actually put out a warrant for the arrest of Old 
Man Winter—and you can be sure they were 
only partly joking. Toronto weathered its coldest 
February on record, and many old and disabled 
people spent the whole month indoors. The ice 
and snow can be lethal for those with mobility 

issues. Wheelchair user Mark Stroz was dropped 
off by a cab outside his Toronto home one night 
last month only to be found dead, face down in 
the snow, the next morning. Elderly Toronto resi-
dents who know that a fall could mean a broken 
hip and a drawn-out death are simply staying 
indoors. Yet “the effects of such enforced isola-
tion are excruciating.” People who are shut in 
for months are at risk of all kinds of health prob-
lems, including muscle atrophy and depression. 
We know better weather will come eventually, 
perhaps “by mid-June.” But how many Canadi-
ans will have lost their sanity by then?

Does anyone believe the U.S. when it claims to 
be shocked by the rise of the Islamic State of Iraq 
and Syria? asked Jihad Al Mansi. The Americans 
were able to blockade Iraq thoroughly ahead of 
the first Gulf War, and for years afterward, “not 
even a bird was allowed in without permission.” 
And that was long before the U.S. developed its 
fleet of drones, which now crisscross the Middle 
East’s skies, watching everything. “So why doesn’t 
the U.S. know how the Islamic State and other 
groups are funded?” Are their drones for some 
reason uniquely incapable of monitoring ISIS 
members? We know that some U.S. aid and weap-

onry intended for the Kurds have ended up in ISIS 
hands. The U.S. must have some role, overt or 
covert, “in supplying these bloody organizations 
with human resources, money, and weapons.” 
Do I sound paranoid? Recall that under President 
Reagan, the U.S. armed, trained, and funded the 
mujahedeen in Afghanistan, who later became the 
Taliban and al Qaida. Even now, the U.S. seems 
content with verbal condemnation of ISIS atroci-
ties, doing little militarily to stop the group. The 
U.S. knows how ISIS developed, “who funded it, 
who supported it, and who opened borders to it.” 
America is hiding the truth—why?
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Where winter
can be a
jail sentence
Elizabeth Renzetti
The Globe and Mail

What are 
America’s 
ties to ISIS?
Jihad Al Mansi
Al Ghad

South Korea is aghast at the horrific attack 
on the U.S. ambassador to Seoul, said the 
Dong-a Ilbo in an editorial. Last week, a 
suspected North Korean activist attacked 
Ambassador Mark Lippert at a breakfast 
event in the capital, shouting “No war! The 
two Koreas should be unified” as he slashed 
the diplomat with a 10-inch knife. Lippert 
suffered a 3-inch gash to his cheek and a 
wound to one of his hands. His assailant was 
wrestled to the ground and arrested. Any as-
sault on a foreign diplomat in South Korea 
brings shame on our nation, and we are dou-
bly pained because the young ambassador is 
so popular here. After just five months in his 
post, Lippert, 42, has become known for his 
“down-to-earth personality, saying hello to 
Seoul citizens while walking to work,” and 
even giving his baby son, born in January, a 
Korean middle name. 

What is particularly inexcusable, said the 
Chosun Ilbo, is that the attacker, Kim Ki-jong, is well known 
to authorities. A member of the pro–Korean unification group 
that was hosting the lunch, Kim visited the North eight times in 
2006 and 2007, was arrested in 2010 for throwing a brick at 
a Japanese ambassador, and once tried to set himself on fire as 
a political protest. Yet apparently this “violent anti-American 
activist” was not under surveillance. Our security agencies’ 
failure to prevent this attack is a disgrace. “No time must be 
wasted in improving security” and checking Kim’s possible ties 

to the North Korean regime. The slogans 
he shouted during the attack “sounded as if 
they were lifted straight from the pages of a 
North Korean propaganda manual.” 

Actually, there’s no evidence that Kim was 
anything but a lone wolf, said Kim Kyung-
wook in The Hankyoreh. But it is to the 
government’s advantage to pretend he was 
an agent of the North. By labeling the at-
tack “pro–North Korea terrorism,” the 
ruling Saenuri Party can use it as an excuse 
to push through a long-planned draconian 
anti-terror law, which would let authorities 
monitor all telecommunications of anyone 
deemed suspicious. Human rights activists 
say the law is the first step toward a police 
state in which any dissenter can be jailed. 
The ruling party, after all, has for years ac-
cused “its political opposition of being pro-
North Korea.”

And so begins “another witch hunt for pro-North” sympathiz-
ers, said The Korea Times. Plenty of liberal newspapers have 
run editorials calling for peace with the North, and many na-
tionalists believe that joint U.S.–South Korea war games should 
end—are they all to be treated as traitors? Such an outcome 
would stifle free speech. The attack on Lippert was no terrorist 
plot, but “a totally unexpected incident by an aberrant indi-
vidual” with a history of violence. We must not let authorities 
exploit it for political gain.

South Korea: Shock after an anti-American attack

Lippert: Slashed at breakfast
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Ferguson: When the police are the problem
“If you were the member of a minority group and tried 
to create a system to control and oppress the major-
ity,” said Dorothy Brown in CNN.com, “you could 
not have done a better job than the white leaders 
of Ferguson, Mo.” That is the scathing conclusion 
of a six-month Justice Department investigation 
into Ferguson’s police department, released last 
week. Investigators decided there wasn’t enough 
evidence to pursue a civil rights case against Dar-
ren  Wilson—the white Ferguson police officer 
who sparked violent protests when he fatally shot 
unarmed black teenager Michael Brown last August. 
But they slammed the city’s police department as 
a whole, concluding that racial discrimination had 
seeped into “nearly every aspect of Ferguson’s law 
enforcement system.” Black people make up 67 percent 
of Ferguson’s population, said the report, but they 
accounted for a staggering 93 percent of all arrests 
from 2012 to 2014; blacks were twice as likely to be searched as 
white citizens, even though blacks were 26 percent less likely to 
have actual contraband. There are times when the report “reads 
like a dispatch from another, more authoritarian era of American 
history,” said Jamelle Bouie in Slate.com. In all 14 incidents of 
police dogs biting suspects, the victims were black. In another 
case, a black man sitting in his car after a basketball game was 
arrested at gunpoint and charged with eight counts, including 
making a false declaration for saying his name was “Mike,” 
instead of “Michael.” Given these poisonous Jim Crow–era tac-
tics, “we shouldn’t ask why Ferguson rioted. We should ask why 
it didn’t happen sooner.” 

“Eric Holder’s Justice Department has found an injustice,” said Ian 
Tuttle in NationalReview.com. “Only it’s not the one they think.” 
Ferguson’s cops weren’t motivated by racism but by an overbear-
ing culture of “predatory government.” As the report states, Fergu-
son’s municipal government viewed its police department as a kind 
of “collection agency” whose central role was to impose extortion-
ate fines on residents to boost the city’s coffers. Told they’d be 
promoted if they increased their “productivity,” officers scrambled 
to hand out $427 citations for disturbing the peace or $102 fines 
for unmowed lawns. If that corruption disproportionately affected 
black communities, it wasn’t because of their race but “because 

they are poor.” Liberals might be taken more seriously if 
they challenged such “systematic abuses of government 
power,” said The Wall Street Journal in an editorial. 
Instead, they chose to inflate the single tragic incident 
of Michael Brown’s death “into a national allegory 
of racism”—ruining the career of their scapegoat, 
Officer Wilson, in the process. 

If Ferguson’s cops aren’t racist, then why are the 
report’s inexcusable examples of public discrimina-
tion “buttressed by some appalling particulars in 

private”? said Adam Chandler in TheAtlantic.com. 
In seven separate instances, Ferguson cops and court 

officials used their work email accounts to send racist 
jokes about the president, the First Lady, and black peo-

ple on welfare. One email, sent in May 2011, joked that 
an African-American woman had received a $5,000 
check after undergoing an abortion. The source of 

the check? “Crimestoppers,” read the joke. The investigation also 
found that Ferguson cops were more likely to stop black drivers 
when using individual discretion rather than radar detectors. Such 
behavior would be outrageous enough “if Ferguson were a one-
off,” said Ruth Marcus in The Washington Post. But with local 
budgets increasingly strained, this type of community policing—or 
rather, “community fleecing, with an ugly racial element”—is now 
commonplace. Montgomery, Ala., for instance, until recently had 
a nasty policy of allowing people struggling to pay ever-increasing 
fines “to ‘work’ them off with jail time instead.” 

Something has clearly gone wrong with policing in America, said 
Patrik Jonsson in CSMonitor.com. What else explains the more 
than 20 Justice Department investigations into police depart-
ments in the last six years alone? Ferguson’s police will have to 
make some big changes or face disbandment, said Mary Sanchez 
in KansasCity.com. The Justice Department’s recommendations 
include prohibiting ticket quotas and training cops to de-escalate 
everyday confrontations so that they can avoid another Michael 
Brown tragedy. But some of us will have to make our own 
changes, too—especially the many Americans who saw angry 
black people protesting Brown’s death on television last summer 
and complacently concluded the demonstrators were overreacting. 
To those people, “I say: Read the Justice Department report.” 

A symbol of oppression?

Anti-U.S. sentiment in Russia is now 
at its highest level since pollsters began 
tracking it in 1988. More than 80 percent of 
Russians hold negative views of the United 
States, a figure that has more than doubled 
in the past year alone, thanks to fury over 
U.S. sanctions and the war in Ukraine. 
WashingtonPost.com

U.S. pizza companies spent $1.5 million 
on political contributions in the 2012 and 
2014 elections, with 88 percent of the mon-
ey going to Republicans. The agenda of the 
American Pizza Community—the industry’s 
lobbying group—includes fighting manda-
tory menu-labeling laws and keeping pizza 

classified as a vegetable by the 
USDA for school lunches.
Bloomberg.com

Among the 19 cities that have 
hosted the Winter Olympics— 
including Calgary, Alberta; 
Chamonix, France; Nagano, 
Japan; and Oslo—the aver-
age February temperature has 
increased from 32 in  the 1920s to 
46 degrees today.
Bloomberg.com

Heroin-related deaths in the U.S. tripled 
from 3,036 in 2010 to 8,257 in 2013, accord-
ing to the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention, in part because of a 
crackdown on oxy codone and 
other prescription opioids. 
TheDailyBeast.com

Airline accidents killed 641 
people last year, according to 
the International Air Transport 
Association—up from 210 in 2013, 
even though the number of fatal 
crashes fell from 16 to 12. The fig-
ures don’t include the 298 people 

killed when Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 
was shot down over Ukraine, because the 
disaster was not classified as an accident.
Associated Press

Noted

A no-snow slope



“A tree is best measured 
when down, and so it is 

with people.”  
Carl Sandburg, quoted in the 

Shelby, N.C., Star 

“He who does not enjoy 
his own company is 

 usually right.” 
Coco Chanel, quoted in the 

Associated Press 

“Don’t confuse being 
‘soft’ with seeing the other 

guy’s point of view.”  
George H.W. Bush, quoted in 

United Press International 

“It is easy to work when 
the soul is at play.” 

Emily Dickinson, quoted in 
The Boston Globe

“War has rules, mud wres-
tling has rules, but politics 

has no rules.” 
Ross Perot, quoted in the 

Toronto Sun 

“Women are complicated. 
Not because women are 

crazy, but because people 
are crazy, and women 
happen to be people.”  
Actress and blogger Tavi 

Gevinson, quoted in  
Marie Claire

“Don’t ever take a fence 
down until you know why 

it was put up.” 
G.K. Chesterton,  

quoted in the Charlottesville, 
Va., Daily Progress 

Talking points

THE WEEK March 20, 2015

Wit & 
Wisdom

A
P

NEWS 17

Poll watch
27% of Americans 

think that Hillary Clinton’s 
use of a personal email 
account for government 
business while she was 
secretary of state is a very 
serious problem, includ-
ing 44% of Republicans 
and 17% of Democrats. 
42% say it’s not a serious 
problem. 
Huffington Post/YouGov

A record 59% of Ameri-
cans now support the 
right of same-sex couples 
to marry, nearly twice 
the level of support in 
2004. 40% of Republicans 
support gay marriage, up 
from 27% two years ago.
NBC News/Wall Street Journal

Not to alarm anyone, said Matthew Yglesias in 
Vox.com, but our “democracy is going to col-
lapse.” That may sound like a typical overreaction 
to the gridlock and partisanship of the Obama era, 
but the present dysfunction in Washington is actu-
ally a known defect of presidential  democracies—
and often an omen of looming catastrophe. In 
nations with parliamentary systems, citizens vote 
for local representatives, who then consent to be 
led by a prime minister. But in the U.S., both presi-
dent and Congress are elected directly, giving both 
a valid “claim to speak for the people.” The Con-
stitution provides no real mechanism for resolving 
disputes between the two, so it’s usually only the 
unwritten norms of civility and protocol that keep 
chaos at bay. If those norms stop being observed 
and both sides play “constitutional hardball”—
the president repeatedly uses executive orders 
to bypass Congress, for instance, and Congress 
interferes with the president’s foreign policy—the 
whole system can quickly disintegrate. One can 
only hope that “it won’t be violent.”

If our system of government implodes, said Jona-
than Chait in NYMag.com, it’ll be the fault of 
the GOP-led Congress. Never before has one of 
our two main parties embraced a policy of “total 

opposition” to a president, blocking everything he 
tries to do, even measures it previously supported. 
You obviously don’t understand how democracy 
works, said Carl Eric Scott in NationalReview 
.com. Republicans oppose Obama because they 
don’t share his agenda—that’s what an opposition 
party does. The “uniquely dangerous” threat to 
our system today is Obama’s attempt to circum-
vent Congress and govern as an elected monarch.

The defects in our system are real, said Ross 
Douthat in NYTimes.com, and could “push us 
deeper into a true presidential democracy” in 
which every president wields the expansive pow-
ers that Obama’s now claiming. But that wouldn’t 
necessarily be a disaster. “So long as the presiden-
cy’s powers seem within reach to both coalitions” 
every four years, it’s a system both parties could 
probably live with. I’m guessing our democracy 
will “muddle through,” said Ezra Klein in Vox 
.com. Our leaders will occasionally unite to pass 
legislation, but many complex problems—like our 
bloated tax code and crumbling infrastructure—
will go unaddressed. The cost of our democratic 
dysfunction won’t be a spectacular collapse. It 
“will be the slow divergence between what our 
living standards could be and what they are.”

America: Is our democracy doomed? 

Flight 370: An ongoing mystery
A year after Malaysia Airlines Flight 
370 vanished from the skies, an inde-
pendent report has detailed exactly 
“what’s known about the missing 
plane,” said Matt Schiavenza in The 
Atlantic.com. Its conclusion? “Not 
much.” All the 584-page document 
reveals is that the battery in the 
aircraft’s black box locator beacon 
expired more than a year before 
Flight 370 took off, that the initial 
search was hampered by incompe-
tence and miscommunication, and 
that neither of the plane’s pilots was 
suicidal. For now, the fate of the red-
eye from Kuala Lumpur to Beijing and its 239 
passengers and crew remains one of the greatest 
mysteries “in aviation history.”

The consensus view is that Flight 370 is “at the 
bottom of the southern Indian Ocean,” said Sean 
Flynn in GQ. Radar and satellite data showed 
the Boeing 777 heading north after takeoff before 
leaving its flight path and veering south. The 
plane flew on for six hours after its last sighting 
on Malaysian military radar. Salvage ships are 
expected to finish searching a 23,000-square-mile 
area of the Indian Ocean in May. If nothing is 
found by then, the $94 million search opera-
tion will likely be scaled back. The “crux of the 

mystery” is why MH370 ended up 
wherever it did, said Clive Irving in 
TheDailyBeast.com. Most experts 
agree the plane was on autopilot, 
after either a mechanical issue or 
failed hijacking attempt incapaci-
tated the flight crew. Some blame a 
cargo consignment of combustible 
lithium-ion batteries. Ultimately, 
though, trying to establish what 
happened without the wreckage is 
“like trying to solve a murder with-
out the body.”

“It’s essential to find Flight 370,” 
said Justin Green in CNN.com. Not just to pro-
vide much-needed closure for the victims’ families 
but also to improve aviation safety. If the prob-
lem was mechanical, other planes could be at 
risk; if hijackers were responsible, security needs 
to be tightened. There is another reason we want 
to see this mystery solved, said Ted Anthony in 
the Associated Press. The wonders of modern 
GPS-location technology, built into our smart-
phones and satellite navigation systems, have 
convinced many of us that “we have, through 
gadgetry, rendered the world finite.” Flight 370 
reminds us that the planet remains a forbidding 
place and “there are still—and perhaps always 
will be—places to disappear.”

Mourning the missing



The rumors are true, said Cade Metz in 
Wired.com: Google is getting into the wire-
less business. After months of speculation, 
the company confirmed last week that it will 
soon start “experimenting” with wireless 
services, focusing on finding new and better 
ways for you to make calls, send texts, and 
access the internet via your smartphone. The 
tech giant insists that it “will operate on a 
much smaller scale than the Verizons and 
the AT&Ts of the world.” It won’t build 
any expensive new cell towers; instead, it 
plans to buy capacity from existing carriers 
and resell it as a Google-branded service. But the implications 
for the wireless industry “are still enormous.” 

Google basically hopes to end consumers’ reliance on a single 
wireless carrier, said Ryan Knutson and Alistair Barr in The 
Wall Street Journal. Its wireless service would “weave together” 
the cell networks of reported partners Sprint and T-Mobile and 
those of nearby Wi-Fi networks, “picking the best” of the three 
options at any moment and location. That would give consum-
ers the best call quality and surfing speeds at a much lower price 
than they’d pay for conventional wireless plans. The company 
is adamant that it has only one aim in mind: innovation, said 
Robert Hof in Forbes.com. Google wants to push the enve-
lope in the wireless space—executive Sundar Pichai specifically 

 mentioned developing technology that can 
automatically reconnect dropped calls—and 
put pressure on “often recalcitrant industry 
players” to up their game. 

The company is already hard at work 
experimenting with new ways to deliver 
connectivity, said Charlie Osborne in 
ZDNet.com. Google Fiber, the company’s 
“ultrafast broadband service,” will soon be 
available in seven U.S. cities; Project Loon, 
which involves giant helium balloons that 
“act as floating cell towers” and can stay 

aloft as long as 200 days, is designed to deliver internet access 
to rural areas. And Project Titan, which involves drones “capa-
ble of delivering internet speeds of up to 1 gigabyte per second” 
to areas on the ground, in case of extra demand or knockouts 
from a disaster, is set to begin trials within a few months.

There’s a clear business plan here, said Michael Flores and Michael 
Mitrakos in HuffingtonPost.com. If Google can make wire-
less services cheaper and better, it can use that advantage to sell 
more Android phones. Controlling wireless plans will allow the 
company to easily improve the Android experience, and Google 
knows that “a better Android experience means a better gateway 
for Google services.” At the right price point, that could tempt 
more consumers to part with their iPhones. “Watch out, Apple.”

Mobile: Why Google is going wireless
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Google’s Sundar Pichai  

Tinder introduces a ‘rewind’ feature
Tinder is getting a makeover, said Jordan 
Crook in TechCrunch.com. The dating app 
added a slew of new features last week, in-
cluding a Rewind feature that lets users “go 
back in time and swipe right instead of left” 
on profiles of prospective dates, essentially re-
versing their initial rejection of a person, and 
Passport, which allows users to “search for 
matches anywhere in the world.” The new 
options won’t come free, however. The added 
functionality will be limited to users who sign 
up for Tinder Plus, a “premium tier of the 
service” that will cost $9.99 for users under 
30 and $19.99 for users older than 30. Con-
sider it “Uber’s surge-pricing model applied 
to romantic endeavors.”

Google backtracks on encryption
Your new Android may not be as secure as 
you hope, said Andrew Cunningham in Ars 
Technica.com. Google backtracked last week 
from a well-publicized promise to make full-
disk encryption standard on phones with the 
new Android 5.0 Lollipop operating system. 
The encryption standard, which scrambles 
a device’s data to guard against unauthor-
ized access, would have protected users from 
prying police as well as hackers, and was 

applauded in the tech press when it was an-
nounced last fall. But Google says “perfor-
mance issues” forced a rethink; the encryp-
tion was reportedly making some new phones 
much slower. Users can still switch on full-
disk encryption via Settings in phones with 
Lollipop, and Google has vowed to install the 
encryption by default in future devices once 
the compatibility issues have been resolved.

HBO Go arrives on PlayStation 4
“Relax, nerds,” said Christina Warren in 
Mashable.com. Just weeks before the arrival 
of the fifth season of HBO’s popular Game of 
Thrones, Sony has announced that the HBO 
Go online streaming service “is finally available 
for the PlayStation 4.” The move comes four 
months after HBO Go launched on Micro-
soft’s rival game console, the Xbox One, and 
a year after it went live on Sony’s Play Station 
3. To access the service, users must log in with 
credentials from a supported cable provider, 
such as Time Warner Cable or Dish Network. 
Comcast subscribers, however, are out of luck 
for now: Their service will be blocked, which 
Comcast has vaguely chalked up to “busi-
ness decisions.” The PS4–HBO Go service is 
separate from the “stand-alone subscription 
service” HBO will launch later this year.

Bytes: What’s new in tech

Ikea wants to 
make sure your 
gadgets never 
run out of juice, 
said David 
Goldman and 
Alanna Petroff 
in CNN.com. 
The Swedish 
furniture com-
pany last week 
unveiled “Home 
Smart,” a new line of high-tech 
furniture that features built-in wire-
less charging spots. The pieces—“a 
small selection of bedside tables 
and lamps”—use a wireless charg-
ing standard called Qi, compatible 
with some Windows and Android 
devices. IPhone users will need 
special phone cases to use the Qi 
chargers, which are marked by a 
“+,” and the furniture itself needs 
to be plugged in. Customers “who 
don’t want to replace the Ikea furni-
ture they’ve already purchased” will 
be able to buy charging pads that 
“blend into” their existing items 
and even “a hole saw that will drill 
a circle in your furniture that’s just 
the right size” for the charger.

Innovation of the week

Technology18 NEWS 
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A monster black hole
An international team of astronomers has 
detected a colossal black hole that is 12 bil-
lion times more massive than the sun—so 
big that it is challenging accepted cosmo-
logical thinking. Scientists discovered the 
enormous celestial body, which is 12.8 bil-
lion light-years from Earth, at the center 
of a brilliantly glowing quasar, a cloud of 
gas that gets superheated and gives off light 
as it is squeezed into the black hole. That 
black hole, formed about 875 million years 
after the Big Bang, has twice the mass of 
other black holes of a similar age, a fact 
that has puzzled astronomers. According 
to current theories, black holes should take 
billions of years to reach such a supermas-
sive size. “If it started out as a collapsing 
star, then this black hole ate about a billion 
times its birth weight to get this heavy,” 
Max Tegmark, a cosmologist at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, tells 
HuffingtonPost.com. “How did it manage 
to eat so much in so little time?”

Pandas’ giant comeback
The endangered giant panda is making a 
comeback thanks to a huge conservation 
effort. There are now 1,864 of the iconic 
animals in the wild in China, according to 
a government census, up 17 percent since 

2003. Giant pandas have been helped by 
Beijing’s creation of large nature reserves 
in the animal’s traditional habitat, the 
 bamboo-covered mountain slopes of south-
west China, and by a crackdown on illegal 
logging and poaching. But the future of 
the beloved black-and-white bear is still 
far from certain. Their bamboo fields are 
increasingly dissected by roads, making it 
difficult for the solitary animals to roam 
and find mates. Plans to build hydroelectric 
dams in the steep river valleys of southwest 
China also threaten the survival of the 
giant panda in the wild. “The pressure is 
on China; the whole world is watching,” 
British zoologist Jules Howard tells The 
Independent (U.K.). “This is showpiece 
conservation for them.”

Coffee may curb heart attacks
Coffee has a bad reputation when it comes 
to heart health, but new research suggests 
that drinking up to five cups of the stuff a 
day could actually reduce the risk of a heart 
attack. Scientists in South Korea studied the 
link between coffee consumption and coro-
nary artery calcium levels, an early indicator 
of cardiovascular disease—the clogging of 
arteries with fatty substances—which can 
lead to heart attacks. Researchers examined 
25,000 men and women and found calcium 
levels were lowest in people who drank 
three to five cups a day. The next-lowest lev-
els belonged to people who drank one 
to two cups daily. But the scien-
tists found that excessive cof-
fee consumption was worse 
than drinking no joe at 
all: Calcium levels were 
highest in test subjects 
who drank more than five 
cups daily. Researchers 
still aren’t sure why imbib-
ing a moderate amount of 
coffee is good for your heart. 

It could be that powerful antioxidants in 
the beverage help reduce the risk of disease. 
But whatever the explanation, the findings 
are good news for java fans. “We are not 
ready to say people should drink more cof-
fee,” Dr. Eliseo Guallar of Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health tells 
Newsweek. “But if you do drink it, you 
shouldn’t worry.”

Health scare of the week
Air pollution at school
Children who attend schools near busy 
roads could see their brain development hin-
dered by air pollution, according to a new 
study by Spanish scientists. Researchers in 
Barcelona spent a year tracking the develop-
mental progress of more than 2,700 children 
ages 7 to 10 at 39 schools in the city. They 
found that the cognitive skills of students at 
schools near congested roads, where air pol-
lution was measurably higher, improved at 
markedly slower rates than those of children 
who breathed cleaner air. While children in 
low-pollution areas improved their working 
memory—such as their ability to remember 
and recall items on a list—by 11.5 per-
cent over the year, kids in higher-pollution 
areas improved by just 7.4 per cent. Those 
findings held up even after accounting for 
factors like school noise, education quality, 
and the children’s different socioeconomic 
backgrounds. To reduce children’s exposure 
to air pollution, the researchers propose 

installing particle filters on school 
buses and keeping road-facing 

windows in classrooms shut at 
all times. But Dr. Jordi Sunyer, 
the study’s lead author, tells 
MedicalDaily .com that the 
best solution is for local 
authorities to cut the amount 

of air pollution around schools, 
a move that will “necessarily 

require reduction of traffic.” 
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Gobbling up matter at a furious rate

For centuries, explorers and treasure hunt-
ers have searched in vain for the “White 
City,” the legendary home of a long-
lost Central American civilization. Now 
American and Honduran researchers think 
they’ve finally found the pre- Columbian 
settlement, deep in the Honduran rain for-
est. The ruins of La Ciudad Blanca were 
first identified in 2012 by an aerial survey 
that used ground- penetrating radar to 
peer beneath the jungle canopy. When the 
team of archaeologists trekked into the 
rain forest to investigate, they found the 
remains of a once-thriving  metropolis—
with an array of plazas, earthworks, and 

possible irrigation canals and  reservoirs—
dating back to between A.D. 1000 and 
1400. Among the most exciting discov-
eries was a cache of 52 pristine stone 
sculptures partially buried at the base 
of an earthen pyramid. Archaeologists 
know almost nothing about the culture 
that once flourished in the White City; 
they don’t have a name for these ancient 
people or a reason why they disappeared. 
Since the artifacts have yet to be exca-
vated, the settlement’s exact location has 
not been revealed. “This is clearly the 
most undisturbed rain forest in Central 
America,” the expedition’s ethnobotanist, 

Mark Plotkin, tells NationalGeographic 
.com. “The importance of this place can’t 
be overestimated.”

Uncovering an ancient ‘lost city’

A stone sculpture deep in the Honduran jungle
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“Without a doubt, Giant is Kazuo  
Ishiguro’s most complex book thus 
far,” said Terry Hong in CSMonitor.com.  
A story about a couple making a jour-
ney by foot in a mythological medieval 
England, it “manages to combine ele-
ments of Edenic epic, Arthurian Quest, 
Tolkien fantasy, and more.” Axl and 
Beatrice have set out to reunite with 
their estranged adult son, and as they 
roam a forbidding landscape, they are 
joined by a Saxon warrior, a wounded 
boy, and eventually by the last surviv-
ing knight of Camelot. For many read-
ers, “the pages will turn swiftly.” But 
because an unidentified narrator tells 
the story, the drama unfolds “at a pecu-
liar distance,” said David L. Ulin in the 
Los Angeles Times. Ishiguro has also 
afflicted Axl and Beatrice with amnesia 
caused by a dragon’s breath, allowing 
him to dwell on the link between love 
and memory. But as a result, our pro-
tagonists have no real sense of the past 
and face challenges that “don’t seem 
dire enough.” The author of The Re-
mains of the Day has written better. 

ARTS 21

Review of reviews: Books

Erik Larson has once again unearthed an 
“utterly engrossing” story, said Moira 
Macdonald in The Seattle Times. The 
May 7, 1915, torpedoing of the RMS 
Lusitania, which killed 1,195 people, 
shocked America and put the previously 
isolationist nation on the path to war with 
Germany. Larson, the best-selling author of 
The Devil in the White City and a “mas-
ter of nonfiction narrative,” provides a 
panoramic view of the incident while high-
lighting many underappreciated nuances. 
American and British leaders, the Edwardian 
strivers aboard the “Lucy,” and even the 
sailors of the German U-boat that sank 
it get their moments in the spotlight. “It’s 
page-turning history, breathing with life.” 

Larson and the Lusitania “would seem to 
be an ideal pairing,” said Hampton Sides 
in The New York Times. But Dead Wake 

Ethel Payne once 
appeared on a U.S. 
postage stamp, but 
“odds are that you’ve 
never heard of her,” 
said David Margolick 
in The Wall Street 
Journal. That’s a 
shame, because the 
Chicago native was 
an “articulate, tough” 
reporter who was 

often both a witness and a participant in 
many landmark events in black America’s 
20th-century struggle for civil rights. Her 
“confident, defiant tone” helped make her 
the nation’s most famous black reporter. 
Here she is reporting from the U.S. Supreme 
Court just after its 1954 decision that out-
lawed school segregation: “I’m so excited, 
like I’m drunk.” And here she is reporting 
from 1957 Little Rock, Ark., where bigotry 
was still openly displayed: “Right now, 
Little Rock to me is about the crummiest 
corner on the map.”

Payne’s life makes a terrific story, said 
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Book of the week

proves uneven. Larson hasn’t dug up much 
that’s new, and he often seems bored by 
the passengers he chose to profile, includ-
ing a rare-book dealer, a spiritualist, and 
a Vanderbilt heir. Not that the author has 
lost his touch for deft character sketches. 
In fact, his descriptions of life aboard the 
U-boats are so good that “for much of 
the book I found myself rooting for the 
German submariners.” As we near the 
moment when the U-20’s torpedo will 

strike the 787-foot ocean liner off the 
southern coast of Ireland, we get some clas-
sic Larsonian touches—“the staccato cross-
cutting, the crisp zeitgeisty vignettes.” But 
because the passengers hadn’t come alive 
for me, “I could see the disaster unfolding, 
but I couldn’t feel it.”

Still, “Larson’s account is impressively 
suspenseful, given that the fatal outcome is 
never in question,” said Sherryl Connelly 
in the New York Daily News. The evidence 
he presents suggests that the Lusitania 
wasn’t just unlucky to be the first passenger 
vessel sunk by the Germans. “Something 
more sinister was possibly at play,” and 
Winston Churchill was a pivotal figure in 
the intrigue. Then the political head of the 
British Royal Navy, Churchill wrote letters 
before and after the tragedy indicating that 
drawing America into the war was worth 
the sacrifice of a single ship and its passen-
gers. Larson also shows that British intel-
ligence was fully aware that the U-20 was 
stalking area waters. Dead Wake might not 
conclusively settle the question of Britain’s 
culpability, but it represents “history at its 
harrowing best.” 

Dead Wake: The Last Crossing 
of the Lusitania
by Erik Larson
(Crown, $28)

Novel of the week
The Buried Giant: A Novel
by Kazuo Ishiguro
(Knopf, $27)

Eye on the Struggle: Ethel Payne, 
the First Lady of the Black Press
by James McGrath Morris
(Amistad, $28)

Dwight Garner in The New York Times. 
The daughter of a Pullman porter, she was 
born in 1911 and grew up yearning to 
write. But her break didn’t come until 1948, 
when she was working as a hostess at an 
African-American G.I. club in Japan and 
her diary entries about Japanese women 
fraternizing with black soldiers became a 
front-page story in the Chicago Defender— 
then the nation’s leading black-owned 
newspaper. The Defender soon hired her, 
and later sent her to Washington, where she 
peppered President Dwight Eisenhower with 
impertinent questions. Eye on the Struggle 
is sometimes painful to read, because the 
book’s prose is “so strewn with clichés.” 
But the narrative works, and “it’s a deep 
pleasure to meet Ethel Payne.”

The book is never blind to its subject’s 
shortcomings, said Elizabeth R. Varon in 
The Washington Post. Payne had a habit 
of lionizing dictators who helped lead their 
nations to independence, and she initially 
welcomed the Vietnam War because it 
offered a crucible for black soldiers. But her 
achievements were inseparable from her 
courage and character. In story after civil 
rights story, “Payne challenged the idea that 
equality was a gift to be bestowed or with-
held by whites. She insisted instead that 
equality was a human right.”

The Lusitania embarks on its final voyage.
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Farmers of Forty Centuries: Organic Farming 
in China, Korea, and Japan  by F. H. King 
(Dover, $17). This book, first published in 1911, 
is an account of King’s studies of the enduring 
small peasant farms of three Asian countries. 
How did the people keep their land productive 
for 4,000 years? By returning all “wastes” to the 
soil, leaving the fertility cycle intact.

Tree Crops: A Permanent Agriculture  by 
J. Russell Smith (Island Press, $60). Published in 
1929, Tree Crops confronts the error we made 
when we “carried to the hills the agriculture of 
the flat plain.” This is another “travel book”: 
Smith, a Columbia University geographer, seeks 
and finds better ways to interact with the land.

An Agricultural Testament  by Sir Albert 
Howard (Benediction, $23). Published in 
1943, this is one of the major books written by 
Howard, a British scientist who worked in India 
for decades. It argues, rightly, that farming can 
be made to last only by obeying the laws and 
incorporating the systems of nature. “Mother 
Earth never attempts to farm without livestock,” 
Howard wrote. “There is no waste; the processes 

of growth and the processes of decay balance 
one another.”

A Sand County Almanac  by Aldo Leopold 
(Ballantine, $8). Leopold’s masterwork, post-
humously published in 1949, begins with close 
observation of the plant and animal life on the 
author’s Wisconsin farm and then expands across 
North America. The book ultimately proposes a 
“land ethic” by which a human society might live 
in harmony with the biotic community.

Home Place: Essays on Ecology  by Stan 
Rowe (NeWest Press, $20). This book insists 
upon the importance of the ecosphere (not the 
biosphere, a term that refers only to the living 
environment) as the inescapable context of our 
life. Rowe wrote that we should “live on the 
annual interest and leave the land’s capital alone.”

Nature as Measure: The Selected Essays of 
Wes Jackson  (Counterpoint, $17). A scientist 
and advocate, Wes Jackson is fully and honor-
ably the heir of the foregoing five writers. This 
2011 book addresses “the problem of agricul-
ture” and the prospects for practical solutions.

Also of interest...in scientific m ilestones

Robert Christgau 
Robert Christgau will always 
be “the critic’s critic,” said 
Jack Dickey in Time.com. At 
72, the former Village Voice 
staffer keeps adding to the 
pile of roughly 14,000 “fero-
cious, funny, miraculously 
compact” capsule album 

reviews he’s 
been writing 
since 1969. 
Yes, the 
Queens, N.Y., 
native was 
half joking 
in the early 
1970s when 

he dubbed himself “the dean 
of American rock critics.” But 
he now wears the honorific 
in a different spirit. “I’m very 
proud—even  egotistical—
about how good I am at 
what I do,” he says. And 
he knows—because of the 
double hit that music writing 
has taken from the revenue 
declines in the record busi-
ness and print media—that 
he’s not likely to be pushed 
aside by new blood. “It’s 
very unlikely that there’ll 
ever be anybody like me 
again. There’s no economic 
basis for it.”

Christgau’s new memoir, 
Going Into the City, is best 
read as the story of how he 
developed his critical sen-
sibility, said Margaret Eby 
in Brooklyn Magazine. It 
takes readers back to 1960s 
Manhattan, but not for end-
less tales about hanging with 
rock stars. “Ultimately, I’m a 
homebody,” Christgau says. 
“I’m really just a critic who 
sits at home and listens to 
records.” But he never did 
that work halfheartedly then, 
and he doesn’t now, as his 
interests have expanded to 
include every imaginable 
form of pop music. For each 
short review, he listens to the 
album at least five times—
“usually closer to 10,” he 
says—and then spends sev-
eral hours composing a con-
cise take. “Chief among my 
virtues, he says, “is I don’t 
get bored.”

Author of the week Best books...chosen by Wendell Berry
Wendell Berry’s newest essay collection, Our Only World, makes an urgent plea for 
an end to destructive land use practices. Below, the poet, author, and environmental 
activist recommends six works that have inspired his own thinking about a better way.

The Book List22 ARTS 

G
uy

 M
e
n
d
e
s,

 N
in

a 
C

h
ri
st

g
au

In 1989, scientists made a finding that 
ranks “among the most tantalizing 
pieces of information to emerge from 
decades of cancer research,” said 
Ellen Bartlett in The Boston Globe. 
The protein p53 played the starring 

role in that event, and it stars again in this very 
readable chronicle of researchers’ ongoing war 
on the disease. Every cancer, you’ll learn, occurs 
when p53 stops doing its job. Still, “as in the 
best travel writing, it’s not the destination that’s 
important here, but the journey.”

P53
by Sue Armstrong (Bloomsbury USA, $27)

Others have written book-length 
accounts of the hunt for the Higgs 
boson, but none can match Jon 
Butterworth’s for deep context, said 
Barbara Kiser in Nature. Butterworth 
was a leading physicist on one of the 

teams credited with the particle’s 2012 discovery, 
and his narrative “seethes with insights on the 
project’s science, technology, and ‘tribes.’” Besides 
making a fine guide to Switzerland’s Large 
Hadron Collider, Butterworth also weaves in an 
“often amusing” summary of his own career.

Most Wanted Particle
by Jon Butterworth (The Experiment, $25)

The race to build a battery that can 
put the world in electric cars seems 
to never end, said Tom Zeller Jr. in 
The Washington Post. Even so, there’s 
“much to savor” in Steve LeVine’s tale 
about the quest’s recent highlights and 

pratfalls. The business correspondent captures the 
sense of urgency that prods the brilliant tinkerers 
at Illinois’s Argonne National Laboratory. His 
globe-spanning narrative also includes an “author-
itative take” on why Silicon Valley’s much-hyped 
Envia fell short of its promise.

The Powerhouse
by Steve LeVine (Viking, $29)

Jim Bell’s new book “makes one 
proud to be an earthling,” said 
Howard Schneider in The Wall Street 
Journal. A “thoroughly charming” 
account of the discoveries made these 
past 38 years by the two Voyager 

probes launched in 1977, it conveys Bell’s pas-
sion for astronomy even when tackling highly 
technical matters. While the author would have 
been wise to leave out the wan memoir passages, 
“he has an impressive gift for explaining science 
and technology to laypeople.” 

The Interstellar Age
by Jim Bell (Dutton, $28)
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“If you wish to be a credible par-
ticipant this spring in any discussion 
of contemporary art,” this show is 
required viewing, said David Ebony in 
The New York Observer. Every three 
years, the New Museum’s Triennial 
showcases young and emerging art-
ists from around the globe, and the 
current edition “feels surprisingly 
cohesive.” Co-curators Lauren Cornell 
and Ryan Trecartin sought out artists 
who address the social and psychological 
effects of digital technology, and the result-
ing harvest includes plenty of works that 
confront hot-button issues. Better yet, the 
show is entertaining almost from start to 
finish. “I can hardly think of an exhibition 
of this scale—featuring works by 51 artists 
from 25 countries—that has more self- 
consciously kept the audience in mind.”

One of the show’s installations “has the 
feeling of an instant classic,” said Andrew 
Russeth in ArtNews. Josh Kline’s Freedom 
(2015) assembles several life-size manne-

Josh Kline’s Teletubby cops

Exhibit of the week 
2015 New Museum Triennial: 
Surround Audience
New Museum of Contemporary Art,  
New York City, through May 24

To say that Larry David’s “aggressively 
mediocre” Broadway comedy borrows 
heavily from David’s TV past would be 
an understatement, said Jesse Oxfeld in 
the Forward. “It is a play about nothing, 
and not in a good way.” The co-creator of 
Seinfeld and star of Curb Your Enthusiasm 
has achieved little in his debut as a stage 
actor and playwright beyond reprising the 
tetchy middle-aged oddball he played in 
the latter series. On opening night, “people 
laughed—a lot.” But the script, about a 
Jewish family squabbling before and after 
the death of its patriarch, proves “both 
overstuffed and underbaked—a silly and 
sometimes awkward story with little origi-
nality in its humor.”

Then again, “that seems to be exactly what 
the fans are craving,” said David Rooney 
in The Hollywood Reporter. Fish in the 
Dark broke a Broadway record for non-
musicals with its $13.5 million in advance 
ticket sales, and it’s starting its limited run 
grossing about $1 million a week. The 
star, of course, “has never been an actor 
so much as an exaggerated version of him-
self,” and here he applies his trademark 

Review of reviews: Art & Stage

The star with Ben Shenkman, his stage brother

Fish in the Dark
Cort Theatre, New York City, (212) 239-6200 
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quins in police riot gear and outfits each 
officer with a belly-level television and the 
face of a Teletubby. In the background, 
President Obama appears on a large screen 
delivering a liberal’s dream version of his 
2009 inauguration address—hinting that 
the political change called for in Kline’s 
fictionalized speech “exists only as a fan-
tasy.” The installation, like the show’s 
very title, acknowledges the way digital 
media encourages each of us to constantly 
perform for and watch one another, which 
might explain why so many works here 
suggest how our new digital world has put 
meaning and identity in flux. In Antoine 

Catala’s Distant Feel, the New York–
based French artist has created a 
logo for empathy, produced the logo 
in 3-D, planted it with living coral, 
and set it in an “almost cravenly 
attractive” aquarium, within which 
the coral gracefully pulses and sways.

The show is frustrating in places, 
said Jerry Saltz in NYMag.com. 
It includes “a tad too much arty-
adolescent apocalyptic dystopian-
ism,” plus far too many lengthy 
wall labels. My advice: Ignore all 
but the last two lines of any label 
and decide for yourself if a paint-
ing, video, sculpture, or installation 

says anything worthwhile. One work 
that most surely does is Frank Benson’s 
“hyperreal” nude sculpture of Juliana 
Huxtable, a fellow artist who transitioned 
as an adult from male to female. Benson’s 
copper-skinned Juliana has breasts as well 
as a penis, and every surface appears to 
have been created with a scanner and a 
3-D printer. “To be both bodies at once, 
to unveil the enigma and beauty of both, 
is radical vulnerability.” Like many other 
artists here, Benson and Huxtable have no 
use for “vaunted” romantic concepts like 
timelessness or cynicism.

self-absorption to an L.A. urinal salesman 
who’s determined not to take in his har-
ridan of a mother even if doing so would 
fulfill his father’s deathbed wish. As in 
every other Larry David script, “the humor 
springs less from the plot mechanics than 
the tangential conversational detours and 
awkward behavior.”

But David’s shtick was funny on TV; “dur-
ing Fish, I laughed fully exactly once,” said 
Ben Brantley in The New York Times. The 
show uses 18 actors to trot out a story 

about buck-passing, head-butting, and 
one bombshell family secret, “but cred-
ible, breathing, present-tense characters are 
nowhere to be found.” Worse, instead of 
being able to improvise the way that David 
and his co-stars did for TV, the actors are 
forced to pitch scripted one-liners that are 
“as old as the Catskills.” Not that any 
critic’s opinion matters in a case like this. 
In fact, “the audience I saw the show with 
seemed pretty, pretty happy.” 
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In other openings...
The Audience
Gerald Schoenfeld Theatre, New York City,  
(212) 239-6200

“Long live Queen Helen!” said Variety. 
Playing Queen Elizabeth II—the same 
living celebrity she portrayed when she 
earned her 2007 Oscar—Helen Mirren 
has managed to turn six decades of the 
monarch’s meetings with Britain’s prime 
ministers into a “royally entertaining” 
evening. Judith Ivey’s “painfully over-the-
top” Margaret Thatcher spoils one crucial 
showdown, but the 69-year-old Mirren 
proves “fall on your knees” convincing, 
even when playing Elizabeth at 25.



Disney’s lush new live-action 
Cinderella “almost makes you 
believe in magic,” said Claudia 
Puig in USA Today. A straight 
retelling of the fairy tale, it’s “a 
visual treat” from start to finish, 
blessed with lavish production 
design and “dazzling” costumes. 
And though Cate Blanchett’s 
fashion plate of an evil step-
mother threatens to steal the 
show, Lily James of Downton Abbey proves to be 
as “delightful and unaffected” as an old-fashioned 
fairy-tale princess needs to be. The script’s “a wee 
bit dull,” said Peter Debruge in Variety. We meet 

our heroine when she’s a girl, 
before both her beloved parents 
die and leave her to be bullied 
by two nasty stepsisters and 
Blanchett, who’s “so deliciously 
unpleasant” here that “one 
almost wishes the film were 
focused more on her.” But 
director Kenneth Branagh has 
delivered a movie “so rigorously 
stripped of irony” and so faith-

ful to the 1950 animated version “that it borders on 
heroic,” said Anthony Lane in The New Yorker. Yes, 
even in 2015, the purehearted blonde gets the prince 
in the end. “Some myths just will not go away.”

Picture-book foes James and Blanchett

THE WEEK March 20, 2015

In any movie that works aggres-
sively to lift an audience’s 
spirits, “there is a thin line 
between adorable and insuf-
ferable,” said Stephen Holden 
in The New York Times. This 
sequel to a surprise 2011 hit 
ensemble comedy puts its 
money on the wrong actor and 
loses. Again, we’re in a resi-
dential hotel in India that has 
lured in numerous cash-strapped elderly Britons, 
and again we’re afforded the pleasure of watching 
several acting legends chew scenery. But the main 
storyline centers on the hotel co-manager played 
by Dev Patel, and Patel “has succumbed to his 

tendency toward cuteness.” So 
ignore Patel’s Sonny Kapoor, 
his pending wedding, and his 
attempt to finance a second 
hotel, said Ann Hornaday in 
The Washington Post. Maggie 
Smith, Bill Nighy, and Judi 
Dench have been joined at the 
hotel by Richard Gere, and 
those “funny, attractive, emo-
tionally on-point” gray-hairs 

continue to convey the happy message that old age 
can be a time for new romance and adventure. “I 
would gladly see the movie again,” said Thomas 
Lee in the San Francisco Chronicle, “just to see 
Smith do her trademark grumpy English thing.”

A wedding fit for Bollywood
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Cinderella

A handmaiden captures  
the heart of a prince.

Directed by  
Kenneth Branagh

(PG)

The Second 
Best Exotic 

Marigold Hotel

A successful franchise 
attempts an expansion.

Directed by John Madden
(PG)

Review of reviews: Film24 ARTS  

This documentary about the spin 
doctors who do the dirty work 
for corporate America proves 
“as fascinating as it is horrify-
ing,” said Kenneth Turan in 
the Los Angeles Times. Created 
by the director of the Oscar-
nominated Food, Inc., it posits 
that the success of the tobacco 
industry in spreading doubts 
about cigarettes’ health dangers 
has provided a playbook that has guided disinfor-
mation campaigns ever since. The attempt to dis-
credit the science on global warming gets the most 
attention, but “one of the fascinating stories” here 
involves industry’s successful campaign to spread 

the use in furniture of harmful 
fire-retardant chemicals. The 
climate-change section “finds a 
magnificent antihero” in Marc 
Morano, a bombastic conserva-
tive pundit, said Alan Scherstuhl 
in The Village Voice. But it also 
finds unexpected heroes, like 
former Republican congress-
man Bob Inglis, who became 
a climate activist after finally 

studying the facts. Merchants of Doubt would be a 
better film if it exposed a misinformation campaign 
linked to a Democratic cause, said Stephen Whitty 
in the Newark, N.J., Star-Ledger. Still, “it’s a great 
primer on how corporate propaganda works.”

Morano: A proud skeptic at work

Merchants 
of Doubt

An inside look at the hired 
guns of media manipulation

Directed by Robert Kenner
(PG-13)

New on DVD and Blu-ray
Top Five 
(Paramount, $30) 
Chris Rock finally found his voice as a film 
performer in this self-directed comedy, said 
The Boston Globe. Playing a star who’s 
wandering Manhattan while being inter-
viewed by a reporter (Rosario Dawson), 
Rock “occasionally errs on the crass side” 
but wins us back “time and again.” 

Turn: Season 1 
(Anchor Bay, $50) 
AMC’s series about America’s first spy ring 
was better in its first season than it had to 
be, said Grantland.com. Yes, the show was 
overplotted and unevenly acted, but 1776 
proved an interesting place to spend some 
time. “This isn’t an America we’ve seen 
before: divided, ravaged, scared.”

Ride the Pink Horse 
(Criterion, $30) 
Robert Montgomery directed and starred in 
this “terrific noir gem” from 1947, said the 
New York Post. Montgomery plays an ex-
soldier who arrives in a New Mexico town 
bent on shaking down a mobster to avenge 
the death of a friend. With Wanda Hendrix 
and Oscar nominee Thomas Gomez.



Community 
There’s never been a better time for cult TV 
shows. Canceled by NBC after five seasons, this 
acclaimed but not widely watched comedy series 
set at a community college has won new life at 
Yahoo, where achievement standards are less 
stringent. Original cast regulars Chevy Chase and 
Donald Glover are gone now (and Yvette Nicole 
Brown is cutting her presence), but fan favorites 
Joel McHale and Danny Pudi are among the stars 
making the leap to cyberspace. New episodes 
available Tuesday, March 17, at Yahoo Screen

180 Days: Hartsville 
At a moment when more students in U.S. pub-
lic schools live below the poverty line than 
live above it, two rural grade schools in South 
Carolina are proving poor kids can succeed. This 
two-hour documentary special spends a year 
among students, teachers, and local education 
leaders to generate a revealing glimpse of educa-
tion’s constant challenges. Tuesday, March 17, at 
8 p.m., PBS; check local listings 

iZombie  
American screens have an undead overpopula-
tion problem. That said, make way for Olivia 
Moore. The DC Comics heroine is a former med 
student turned half-zombie who takes a job in 
the coroner’s office to feed her appetite for fron-
tal lobes. Consuming brains also means consum-
ing memories, which turns Liv into an amateur 
homicide sleuth. Think Buffy the Vampire Slayer 
meets Veronica Mars, with Rose McIver—the 
series’s Olivia—as a budding Kristen Bell. 
Tuesday, March 17, at 9 p.m., the CW 

Walking the Nile  
British explorer Levison Wood kept his cameras 
rolling when he attempted recently to become 
the first person to walk the 4,000-mile length 
of the Nile River. This three-hour special fol-
lows the entire odyssey—from Rwanda to the 
Mediterranean—as Wood encounters both 
wonders and hardships, including the death 
of a friend who joined him along the way. 
Wednesday, March 18, at 8 p.m., Animal Planet

Television  ARTS 25

The Week’s guide to what’s worth watching

THE WEEK March 20, 2015

Fo
u
n
d
 O

b
je

ct
 F

ilm
s/

S
h
ow

ti
m

e
, 

S
ae

e
d

 A
d
ya

n
i 

Monday, March 16  
The Royal Tenenbaums 
Gene Hackman leads an all-
star cast in Wes Anderson’s 
tale about a wealthy 
Manhattan family of hyper-
talented underachievers. 
(2001) 4:15 p.m., Encore 

Tuesday, March 17 
Odd Man Out  
An excellent Irish film noir 
for St. Patrick’s Day. James 
Mason stars as an IRA 
leader lying low in Belfast 
after a botched robbery. 
Carol Reed directs. (1947) 
8 p.m., TCM 

Wednesday, March 18 
Happy-Go-Lucky  
Sally Hawkins is wonderful 
in this Mike Leigh comedy-
drama about a young 
London schoolteacher 
whose Panglossian outlook 
is challenged by circum-
stance. (2008) 9:40 p.m., the 
Movie Channel 

Thursday, March 19 
Noah 
Russell Crowe stars as 
the Old Testament ark 
builder in this engrossing 
modern epic from Darren 
Aronofsky, director of Black 
Swan and The Wrestler. 
(2014) 5:40 p.m., Epix 

Friday, March 20 
Autumn Leaves 
An unlikely romance devel-
ops between a troubled 
Army veteran and an older 
woman. Cliff Robertson 
and Joan Crawford co-star. 
(1956) 9:15 p.m., GetTV

Saturday, March 21 
The American President  
Michael Douglas and 
Annette Bening co-star 
in an endearing romance 
between a lobbyist and 
a bachelor in the White 
House. From an Aaron 
Sorkin screenplay. (1995) 
4:30 p.m., Sundance 

Sunday, March 22 
Irma La Douce  
Jack Lemmon, Shirley 
MacLaine, and director Billy 
Wilder teamed for a second 
time to create this quirky 
romance based on a French 
musical. (1963) 8 p.m., TCM 

Movies on TV

Family secrets have been grist for many 
 dramas—some great, some not. File Netflix’s 
latest in the former category. An impeccable 
set of actors—including Sam Shepard, Sissy 
Spacek, and Kyle Chandler of Friday Night 
Lights—play the Rayburns, owners of a Florida 
Keys hotel and pillars of their island com-
munity. But sometime back, they “did a bad 
thing,” and the truth threatens to wash up like 
tar on a beach now that an outcast son (Ben 
Mendelsohn) has returned to settle old scores. 
Your next binge watch has arrived. Available 
for streaming Friday, March 20, Netflix

Show of the week

Chandler and Mendelsohn: Brothers in name

Bloodline

The Mind of Mark DeFriest 
This inventive documentary explores an ongoing 
saga that might be one of the most unusual in 
the history of the U.S. penal system. At age 19, 
Florida native Mark DeFriest was charged with 
“stealing” tools his deceased father had already 
bequeathed to him. Thirty-five years after his 
initial sentence, DeFriest remains behind bars, 
having extended his stay by escaping several 
times and committing a series of prank-like 
offenses. Who’s the crazy party here? Animated 
dramatizations help unfold the tale. Thursday, 
March 19, at 8:15 p.m., Showtime

Other highlights  
Hotel Amazon  
Two New Yorkers travel to the Peruvian Amazon 
to build a luxury resort in this cross between a 
reality series and Werner Herzog’s Fitzcarraldo. 
Monday, March 9, at 10 p.m., Travel Channel

One Big Happy 
Elisha Cuthbert stars in this new Ellen 
DeGeneres–produced sitcom about a lesbian 
who persuades her best friend to impregnate 
her just before he meets the woman he wants to 
marry. Tuesday, March 17, at 9:30 p.m., NBC

Glee  
The show that turned a high school glee club into 
a pop-culture phenomenon sings its final Auto-
Tuned note after six seasons. Friday, March 20, 
at 8 p.m., Fox

Mark DeFriest, ‘the Houdini of Florida’

• All listings are Eastern Time.



“Recent years have been grim for red 
Burgundy lovers,” said Eric Asimov in 
The New York Times. Prices on even 
village-level Côte d’Or wines have 
gone stratospheric. But wines from the 
nearby Côte Chalonnaise can be worthy, 
affordable substitutes. The best of them 
“convey what makes Burgundy the 

promised land for pinot noir.” 
2012 Domaine Ninot Rully La 
Chaponnière ($28). Here’s an 
“easygoing” Rully cuvée that pairs 
real substance with “lip-smacking 
deliciousness.”
2012 Domaine Vincent Dureuil-
Janthial Rully ($28). This spicy, 
fruity offering exhibits “the kind 
of nuance you don’t expect in an 
entry-level wine.” 
2012 Domaine Besson Givry 
Premier Cru Les Grands Prétans 
($26). “Complex and tightly knit,” 
this Givry offers red fruit flavors 
and “a savory, herbal edge.” 

LEISURE26

Food & Drink

Small Brewpub Dallas 
Texas’s next great chef just might be work-
ing in the kitchen of a four-month-old 
beer hall, said Leslie Brenner in The Dallas 
Morning News. Misti Norris, previously 
the sous-chef at five-star FT33, is already 
producing “some of the most interesting 
and ambitious cooking” in town, and the 
29-year-old is doing it in the kind of set-
ting that usually calls for little more than a 
decent burger. Owner Aaron Garcia serves 
no wine at his minimalist  hangout—just 
three of his own microbrews and a hand-
ful of guest beers. But the daring menu? 
“If you’re even the tiniest bit adventurous, 
go with it.” Norris makes a starter that 
combines “addictive” fried chicken feet 
served with sweet potato hush puppies 
and Microplaned ham. Her “spectacu-
lar” charcuterie offerings include a robust 
goatwurst and a pistachio-studded lamb 
pâté. And though she’s also capable of 
misfires, she makes a “spot-on” boudin 
and a “meltingly tender” lamb belly set 
over a pungent Nufenen-cheese sauce. 
“There’s nothing rote or reflexive about 
this cooking. It’s original, it’s thoughtful, it 
works—and it goes really well with beer.” 
333 W. Jefferson Blvd., (972) 863-1594

Ecliptic Brewing Portland, Ore.  
Our city’s most ambitious new brewpub 
has yet to meet its grandest aspirations, said 

Critics’ choice: Brewpubs that aim a little higher

THE WEEK March 20, 2015
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Wine: A Burgundy stand-in
“Liver seems to be one of the few foods we’re still allowed to hate without criticism,” 

said Russ Parsons in the Los Angeles Times. But chicken livers are delicious,  
especially if you appreciate the “iron-bite flavor” of foie gras. Consider Richard 
Olney’s “old-school” chicken liver mousse, from his classic Simple French Food.  

For such an inexpensive, no-fuss dish, it’s “ridiculously luxurious” and can  
make a light dinner when served with a salad of bitter greens.

Recipe of the week

• Cover livers with milk and 
set aside at least one hour. 
Heat oven to 325. Butter 
a 6-cup mold, line it with 
parchment, and butter the 
parchment. In blender, puree 
livers, ¼ cup melted butter, 
garlic, milk, whole eggs, and 
egg yolks. Pass mixture through a strainer 
into a bowl. Season with salt and freshly 
ground black pepper, pour into mold, and 
tap mold lightly on cutting board to free 
any trapped air bubbles. 
• Place a folded towel in the bottom of a 

baking or roasting pan large 
enough to hold mold. Put 
mold on top of towel and 
place in oven on middle 
rack. Pour warm water into 
pan up to the level of the 
liver mixture. If water starts 
to boil, lower temperature 

and open oven door. Bake to an internal 
temperature of 155 to 160, about 75 min-
utes. The center should be slightly firm, 
and edges will be just beginning to shrink 
from sides of mold. Cool completely be-
fore unmolding and slicing. Serves 8-10.

Chicken liver mousse
½ lb chicken livers • milk, for soaking • ¼ cup butter, plus more for greasing • 1 clove 

garlic, chopped • 1¾ cups milk • 2 whole eggs • 3 egg yolks • 1½ tsp salt • black pepper

Michael Russell in the Portland Oregonian. 
Owner John Harris has declared that he 
expects his airy, warehouse-like gather-
ing place to be named one of Portland’s 
top 100 restaurants, and he’s backed up 
such talk with a menu that “shoots for the 
stars.” But besides a solid San Francisco–
style cioppino, or seafood stew, the upscale 
offerings mostly fall flat. Still, “the kitchen 
deserves kudos for its ambition,” which 
is already paying dividends in the more 
traditional brewpub fare. Ecliptic produces 
a golden-fried fish and chips that pairs 
brilliantly with the brewery’s signature 
Arcturus IPA, and the Ploughman’s Lunch, 
with its Northwestern cheeses and local 
salumi, proves “a charcuterie board to be 
reckoned with.” The $13 house burger, 

meanwhile, is simply fantastic—topped 
with pancetta, red onions, and melted 
Gruyere, it’s a “salty, nutty, umami-packed” 
new contender in Portland’s burger sweep-
stakes. 825 N. Cook St., (503) 265-8002

Eagle Rock Brewery Public House  
Los Angeles 
“There is one larger problem with all of 
this,” said Besha Rodell in LA Weekly. At 
Eagle Rock’s three-month-old brewpub, 
chef Jerry Su is producing “refreshingly 
original” food that works in every way 
but one: Most of it would be even better if 
paired with wine. Su, formerly of Son of a 
Gun, “demonstrates an abundance of tal-
ent” in dishes like scallops with seaweed 
emulsion or a hamachi crudo that sets the 
fish in a cooling apple-flavored dashi and 
offsets that with “the grassy sting” of shiso 
leaf and “the bright kiss” of chili paste. 
Only occasionally, though, do his experi-
ments produce dishes that taste like they 
belong with Eagle Rock’s hearty beers. One 
is his plate of Korean-inspired beef ribs, 
served with a spicy sauce that the menu 
describes as pureed kimchi. Not that I 
won’t keep coming back. “I’m a sucker for 
chefs and restaurateurs who do what they 
want rather than what’s expected of them,” 
and “even the most outrageous ideas” at 
Eagle Rock “are often fantastically surpris-
ing.” 1627 Colorado Blvd. (323) 739-0081

Ecliptic Brewing’s John Harris



Travel  LEISURE 27 

They say that Portugal’s Alentejo region is 
a land that time passed by, but I disagree, 
said Guy Trebay in Condé Nast Traveler. 
To me, “it’s a place that time washed over 
in successive waves, each epoch leaving 
its material tidemark behind.” The sleepy 
wine-producing region stretches from the 
Atlantic coast to Spain and is being touted 
these days as the next Tuscany. But the 
spirit here is different, especially in the 
interior, a land of “somnolent” towns and 
austere hilltop fortresses where “rude pov-
erty” meets “transcendent beauty.” During 
my travels there this winter, “a kind of 
wondrous peculiarity came to seem more 
normal the longer I stayed.”

Take Évora, the region’s capital. An inti-
mate walled city of just 55,000, it initially 
appears picturesque but moribund—
interesting mostly for the way it jigsaws 
together such monuments of the past as a 
1st-century Roman temple, a 12th-century 
cathedral, and a 16th-century palace. But 

This week’s dream: Savoring Portugal’s wine country
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Amsterdam’s most sumptu-
ous hotel is “a newcomer 
disguised as a grande dame,” 
said Travel + Leisure. Opened 
last spring, the Waldorf 
Astoria occupies a string of 
handsome 17th- and 18th-
century houses that sit on 
the Herengracht Canal. In 
the marble-floored lobby, a 
hand-carved Louis XIV–style 
staircase “sets a regal tone” 
that shouldn’t be mistaken 
for fustiness. The 93 guest 
rooms have an understated 
elegance, combining sleek 
fireplaces and soft earth hues 
with splashes of Delft blue. 
Downstairs, the Vault Bar 
“draws a fashionable crowd 
each night for what might be 
the city’s best martini.”
waldorfastoria.com; doubles 
from $500

Hotel of the week

Yes, Death Valley might kill you “if you’re in the 
wrong place at the wrong time without water,” 
said Christopher Reynolds in the Los Angeles 
Times. But the driest, hottest place in North 
America is home to plenty of “weird science, 
quirky history, and plain fun.” A friend and I 
recently drove by Jeep into the 3.4 million–acre 
national park near the salt flats at Badwater, the 
continent’s lowest point, at 282 feet below sea 
level. Over the next few days, we drove among 
“towering dunes,” dry lake beds, and “wind-
scoured mountains,” learning quickly not to miss 
the sunrises and sunsets. We passed through a 
“Seussian” forest of Joshua trees and traversed 
unpaved Racetrack Road, which was 27 miles of 
Jeep heaven. On our last day, a rare rainstorm 
struck as we watched the sun rise over the dunes 
of Mesquite Flat. When a rainbow appeared in 
the west, my buddy grabbed a camera. Me? “I 
stood there, grinning like an idiot.”

Getting the flavor of...

A handsome repurposing

Last-minute travel deals
Europe by rail 
Book a 15-day rail pass with 
Eurail Global before March 30 
and get two extra days of travel. 
The pass starts at $662 and 
grants unlimited travel on rail 
networks in 28 European coun-
tries, including Italy, Greece, 
Ireland, France, and Turkey. 
raileurope.com

Costa Rica’s Pacific coast 
Indulge in a trip to Costa Rica’s 
Guanacaste Province, where 
the Villa Buena Onda, a luxuri-
ous seven-room boutique hotel 
with Pacific Ocean views, is 
offering fourth nights free this 
month. Doubles start at $408 
a night. 
villabuenaonda.com

All-inclusive Morocco 
Save $1,150 on a nine-day tour 
of Morocco with Goway Travel. 
The package includes round-
trip airfare, sightseeing with 
an English-speaking guide, 
19 meals, and lodging in Fez, 
Marrakesh, Casablanca, and 
Rabat. Book by March 31. 
goway.com

university students add energy (and per-
haps some graffiti), and you can happen 
upon a church decorated with the bones of 
5,000 monks, or an art exhibition at the 
former Palace of the Inquisition that bril-
liantly combines work by contemporary 
masters with sacred relics borrowed from 
area churches. In a region justly renowned 
for its cuisine, I also fell in love with a 

12-stool mom-and-pop operation in the 
Moorish quarter where succulent roast 
pork loin might be followed by asparagus 
and poached quail eggs.

I’d tell you that wandering alone in the 
citadel village of Monsaraz was a singular 
experience, but the Alentejo is peppered 
with such places. Out amid the vineyards, 
olive groves, and oak forests that produce 
nearly half the world’s cork lie the Ducal 
Palace in Vila Viçosa, the fortress town of 
Elvas, and even Portugal’s Stonehenge—a 
“surreal” assortment of monoliths that 
date back to the 6th century B.C. but were 
discovered just 50 years ago. In places like 
Monsaraz, you experience an “ineffably 
complex and bittersweet” emotion that 
the Portuguese call saudade. At heart, sau-
dade is a kind of melancholic nostalgia, a 
pre-emptive longing for something that is, 
often enough, right at hand.” 
At Évora’s Pousada dos Lóios (pousadas .pt), 
doubles start at $145. 

Death Valley’s rough beauty
The National Park Service has just added seven 
parks to its fold, including a few that are ready 
for visitors, said Katie Jackson in Outside. 
The Blackstone River, coursing from roughly 
Worcester, Mass., to Providence, R.I., anchors 
a national heritage corridor that encompasses 
the entire watershed and features “one of 
New England’s most scenic greenways.” The 
Blackstone, which “drops more steeply and 
rapidly than the Colorado River,” is recognized 
as the birthplace of the American Industrial 
Revolution, because its waters began powering 
cotton mills in 1790. The 20-mile bikeway that 
runs alongside it will stretch the river’s full length 
by next year, but for now only kayakers, canoers, 
and whitewater rafters can travel all 46 miles. 
Other national parks added in December include 
the Tule Springs Fossil Beds outside Las Vegas 
and Valles Caldera, a New Mexico supervolcano 
popular with skiers.

New England’s new national park

Waldorf Astoria Amsterdam

A view from Monsaraz’s city gate
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This week: New construction
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1  Los Angeles  This 
two-bedroom house is 

made out of a hundred-
foot-long sheet of 

corrugated metal. The 
interior has sliding 

glass walls, polished 
concrete floors, a large 
home office, and stone 

and wood accent walls. 
The property features a 
kidney-shaped pool and 

is heavily landscaped 
with drought-tolerant 

plants. $1,200,000. 
Scott King and Brian 
Linder, Deasy/Penner, 

(323) 828-2049

2  Chicago  Set in the Lake View neigh-
borhood, this six-bedroom home is built 
of brick and limestone. The house has 
an open floor plan with two fireplaces, 
hardwood flooring, a chef’s kitchen, and 
radiant heat on the first floor. Exterior 
features include rooftop access, a three-
car garage, and a backyard with a fire-
place and a kitchen. $1,999,999. Cadey 
O’Leary, Koenig Rubloff Realty Group, 
(773) 710-4202

3  Windham, N.Y.  This 
six-bedroom home has pan-

oramic views of Windham 
Mountain Resort and the 
Catskill Mountains. The 
house features a gourmet 

kitchen, a wine cellar, a fam-
ily room with a woodstove, 

and a great room with alder-
wood paneling and a stone 

fireplace. Modern amenities 
include a home-automation 
system controlled remotely 

by smartphone and an 
entryway snow-melt system. 
$2,975,000. Mirjana Balac, 

Julia B. Fee/Sotheby’s 
International Realty, (914) 

620-8682
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5  Nokomis, Fla.  Lying on 
a 0.6-acre lot on Casey Key, 
this four-bedroom house 
looks out on the Gulf of 
Mexico. The home features 
an elevator, an exercise room, 
three fireplaces, and a master 
suite with a kitchenette, a 
balcony, and dual closets. Outdoor amenities include a pool and 
a spa, a private dock, and a lounging deck. $4,999,999. Deborah 
Beacham, Michael Saunders & Co., (941) 376-2688

6  Chevy Chase, Md.  This five-bedroom, shingle-and-stucco house 
is within walking distance of area parks and Rock Creek Park. The 
interior features a gourmet kitchen, a fireplace, crown molding, 
and a master suite with walk-in closets. Property amenities include 
a one-car garage and a stone patio. $1,895,000. Marina Krapiva, 
Evers & Co. Real Estate/Leverage Global Partners, (301) 656-1800 

4  Minnetonka, Minn. 
 This five-bedroom 
home sits on a 0.7-acre 
lot in the Sherwood 
Forest area of Min-
netonka. Inside, there 
are  vaulted ceilings, 
a two-sided fireplace, 
hardwood floors, and 
an exercise room. The 
exterior includes a rock 
sculpture, a large deck, 
and a heated garage. 
$1,324,000. Kimberly 
Erickson, Coldwell 
Banker Burnet, (612) 
803-9959

7  Austin  This two-bedroom condominium is in the 
North Loop neighborhood. The modern-style home has 
concrete floors, vaulted ceilings, and an open kitchen 
with quartz countertops and stainless-steel appliances. 
Outdoor features include a fenced backyard and a carport 
that can also serve as flexible space for outdoor entertain-
ing. $369,000. Daniel Reeves, Verde Builders Group, 
(512) 653-2522 
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The best of...countertop juicers

Tribest Slowstar  
Our testers rate this 
single-auger machine as 
the best, most versatile 
home juicer available. It’s 
very slow, but that maxi-
mizes the juice’s enzyme 
and nutrient content. It 
also yields more juice 
than almost any rival. 
$380, tribestlife.com 
Source: TheSweetHome.com

Omega VSJ843QS  
This slightly more 
expensive single-auger 
machine delivers espe-
cially high yields of 
green juices. It boasts a 
15-year warranty, “runs 
at a quiet hum,” and 
is easier to clean than 
most competitors. 
$460, omegajuicers.com 
Source: TheSweetHome.com

Juiceman JM8000S 
This extractor-type juicer 
has been a Consumer 
Reports top pick for 
years. The juice is “pretty 
frothy,” but the cutting 
blades chew up hard 
produce easily and the 
large feed tube saves 
you lots of chopping.  
$100, juiceman.com 
Source: Consumer Reports

Breville Juice 
Fountain Compact  
This extractor “doesn’t 
hog the counter,” yet it 
“blazed through” car-
rots and bunches of 
kale as effortlessly as 
many larger models. 
“The single speed set-
ting keeps things easy 
and  intuitive—great for 
morning grogginess.” 
$100, brevilleusa.com 
Source: Bon Appétit 

Dash Go 
Dual Citrus Juicer 
Some people simply 
want fresh citrus juice, 
and for them, this quiet, 
efficient, and easy-to-
clean electric reamer 
makes more sense than 
a $200 machine. In our 
tests, “it plowed through 
fruit with ease.” 
$20, bydash.com 
Source: Cook’s Country 

Consumer

Autoblog.com 
The new XC90 “might just be the hottest 
thing going in the three-row segment 
today.” A long-overdue successor to the 
popular first-generation model introduced 
in 2002, this “just-right sized” luxury all-
wheel-drive SUV offers a distinctive but “up 
to the minute” look, an “impeccable” cabin, 
and a “fun but laid-back” driving experi-
ence. Five years after Ford sold Volvo, this 
first fully redesigned vehicle of the new era 
represents “one hell of a first step” in the 
brand’s rebirth.

Motor Trend  
The XC90 isn’t perfect, but “it’s quite close.” 

Its excellence begins in the cabin, where 
leather “of a distinctly higher quality” com-
plements wood and metal accents, while 
the dash showcases “the best touchscreen 
entertainment and information system on 
the market.” The new turbocharged and 
supercharged, 2-liter, four-cylinder engine 
“comes alive” when you need power, 
though the plug-in hybrid variant that’ll 
arrive this fall is “even more impressive,” 
pushing total horsepower to about 400.

Car and Driver 
Volvo’s packaging team “apparently missed 
the memo on bilking customers with a 
laundry list of options.” Even the base-trim 

model comes well equipped, compared with 
its German rivals. “So while the Volvo XC90 
isn’t the best way to tell your neighbors that 
you’ve made it, it might be the best way to 
reward yourself sensibly if you have.”

30 LEISURE 

Tip of the week...
How to light paintings in your home

Best apps…
For more productive meetings

And for those who have  
everything…
“If Reebok were a 
sports team, it 
would 
have 
just 
rehired 
the franchise’s greatest player.” Twenty-six 
years after Reebok unveiled the first inflatable 
sneaker, the new ZPump Fusion running 
shoe is being asked to lead the brand back to 
contender status. The original Pump, which 
was designed for basketball players and 
sold for $320 in today’s dollars, briefly made 
Reebok the hot name in athletic shoes before 
Nike pulled away. The ZPump updates the 
original technology. When the wearer presses 
a pump at the back of the shoe, air is forced 
into the upper to create a snug, customized fit. 
Other ZPump fitness shoes are in the works.
$110, reebok.com
Source: Bloomberg Businessweek 

Ceiling-mounted accent lights. Pin 
spotlights should be placed so that they hit 
the center of the painting at a 30-degree 
angle. If they’re too far from the wall, they’ll 
cause glare; if too close, they’ll cast a heavy 
shadow under the picture frame.

Track lights. Track lights are easier to 
install and provide more flexibility if you 
relocate a painting. As with ceiling-mounted 
accent lights, the bulbs can be purchased in 
a range of light-beam spreads.

Wall washers. “Wall-washing” fixtures 
come in a variety of styles, and all widely dis-
perse light, creating a bright wall that shows 
off any artwork while indirectly lighting the 
room.

Picture lights. A low-wattage light mounted 
on the painting’s frame or on the wall above 
“provides a sense of intimacy with a piece of 
art,” inviting you to step in for a closer look.
Source: ArchitecturalDigest.com

Meetings—Notebooks for Work “acts like 
a smart notebook”: Once you create an entry 
for a meeting, it helps organize key informa-
tion, like a list of attendees and an agenda. 
During the meeting, it lets you time-stamp 
notes and encourages results with a useful 
action-items system. ($4, iPad only)

Meeting Minutes Pro, the Android equiva-
lent, lets you export notes into a Microsoft 
Word–compatible file. ($4, Android only) 

Meeting Assistant is a more sophisticated 
meetings app that provides seamless inte-
gration with your device’s calendar, an email 
account, and networks like LinkedIn. But you 
can wind up paying as much as $3 a month 
for all features. (Free, Android; $10, iOS)

TimePal—Easy Meeting Planner Across 
Time Zones is “essentially an interactive 
calendar with a world clock built in.” It’s great 
for scheduling conference calls. ($2, iOS)
Source: The New York Times 

The 2016 Volvo XC90: What the critics say

The new face of Volvo,  
from $48,900
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I hate to break it to 
everyone, said Megan 
Garber in TheAtlantic
.com, but the Snuggie 
“has been lying to us.” 
Allstar Marketing Group, 
the firm behind the 
best-selling robe- blanket 
combo, last week 
agreed to pay $7.5 mil-
lion for duping custom-
ers with a confusing 
and deceptive ordering 
process. The Federal 
Trade Commission 
accused Allstar, the late-
night infomercial ped-
dler behind Hot Buns 
detachable hair buns 
and Zoomies hands-free 
binoculars, of tricking 
customers into paying 
hidden fees and buy-
ing extra merchandise. 
Snuggie buyers, for 
instance, were never 
able to buy just one 
muumuu blanket, and 
had to pay hidden fees 
of $7.95 per item in the 
bundle. The FTC also 
accused Allstar of “car-
rying on the scheme 
across its products since 
1999.” The good news? 
Customers might soon 
be getting some money 
back. And they get to 
keep the Snuggies. 

Scandal envelops 
the Snuggie

BUSINESS

Apple has launched what it 
hopes will be its next blockbuster 
device, said Daisuke Wa ka bayashi 
in The Wall Street Journal. The 
Apple Watch, which will range in 
price from $349 to $17,000 when 
it hits stores next month, is being 
pitched as a fashionable “jack-of-
all-trades” tool that’s capable of 
tracking activity, delivering emails 
and texts, and reminding users of 
appointments. It also lets users 
pay for goods using Apple Pay, accept or decline 
calls from their iPhone, control music selection, 
and even check in for flights and hotels. Apple 
CEO Tim Cook called the Watch, the company’s 
first all-new product in five years, “the most per-
sonal device we have ever created.” 

Not everyone is convinced 
the Watch will be a hit, said 
The Economist. The device 
“replicates many of the func-
tions that the smartphone 
already makes so seamless,” 
so convincing consumers to 
shell out a minimum of $349 
for “something with so few 
extra” bells and whistles will 
be a challenge. The smartwatch 
also works only in conjunction 

with an iPhone, so users will be adding a device, 
not replacing one. Still, the tech giant probably 
“has enough fervent fans” to sell a few million 
watches a year. And as the world’s biggest tech 
company, with $200 billion in revenues over the 
past year, surely “Apple has time on its side.” 

Tech: Apple unveils its new smartwatch

Music: ‘Blurred Lines’ infringed on Marvin Gaye song
Entertainers Pharrell Williams and Robin Thicke have “Got to Give 
It Up,” said Edvard Pettersson in Bloomberg.com. A Los Angeles jury 
ruled this week that their 2013 hit song “Blurred Lines” plagiarized 
elements of Marvin Gaye’s 1977 smash, “Got to Give It Up,” and that 
they must pay $7.4 million in damages and song profits to the Gaye 
family. The closely watched decision, which is believed to be one of 
the largest damages awards ever in a music copyright case, is sure to 
“ripple through” the recording industry, which is “filled with homages 
and sampling of other work.” 

Economy: Unemployment falls to 5.5 percent
The U.S. economy showed “surprising strength” in February, adding 
295,000 jobs despite severe winter weather and a rising dollar, said Jim 
Puzzanghera in the Los Angeles Times. The unemployment rate fell 
from 5.7 to 5.5 percent, a “post–Great Recession low.” But “Americans 
once again saw just a minimal bump in their paychecks”—average 
hourly wages rose a mere 3 cents. Still, over the past six months, the 
economy has added an average of nearly 300,000 jobs a month, the 
strongest showing since 2000.

Autos: GM plans $5 billion stock buyback
General Motors averted a showdown with activist shareholders this 
week by agreeing to a $5 billion stock buyback plan, said Joe White in 
Reuters.com. The company will dip into its $25 billion in cash reserves 
to boost its stagnant share price and pay dividends to shareholders after 
a group of hedge funds—which collectively own 2 percent of GM—
complained about the company’s strategy. The dissident shareholders 
were led by Harry Wilson, who “was instrumental in GM’s federally 
financed bankruptcy restructuring in 2009.” 

Companies: McDonald’s sales take a tumble
Customers still aren’t lovin’ it, said Stephanie Strom in The New York 
Times. McDonald’s U.S. sales fell in February by “a startling 4 per cent,” 
underscoring the challenge facing Steve Easterbrook, who became CEO 
of the struggling fast-food giant on March 1. McDonald’s is scrambling 
to revamp its menu to accommodate changing consumer tastes and to 
compete with the rise of “fast casual” chains like Chipotle and Panera. 
Earlier this month, the company announced it would stop serving 
chicken raised using certain antibiotics. 
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The next iPhone?

About half of West Coast 
union longshoremen make 
more $100,000 a year, accord-
ing to shipping-industry data. 
More than half of foremen 
and managers earn more 
than $200,000 each year. All 
receive free health insurance. 
Los Angeles Times

Vodafone announced an 
unusually generous materni-
ty policy last week, requiring 
all of its 30 operating compa-
nies around the globe to offer 
at least 16 weeks of paid ma-
ternity leave. New mothers 
will also be able to work just 
30 hours a week for their first 
six months back in the office, 
but will continue to receive 
their full-time salaries. 
WashingtonPost.com

Hedge funds have substan-
tially underperformed a basic 
blend of index funds—60 per-
cent stocks, 40 percent bonds—
for the last three-, five- and 
10-year periods. For the 
five years ended in Janu-
ary, index funds delivered 
annual returns of 10 percent; 
hedge funds, just 5.4 percent. 
Yet large investors poured 
$76 billion into hedge funds 
last year alone, the highest 
amount since before the 
financial crisis. 
The New York Times

American Sniper 
has become the 
top-grossing movie 
released in the U.S. 

last year, with 
$337 million 

in domestic 
earnings so 
far. It had al-

ready become 
the highest-earn-

ing war movie 
of all time, 
overtaking 

Saving Private 
Ryan’s $216 mil-

lion haul in 1998. 
Qz.com  

The euro has lost more 
than a fifth of its value 
against the U.S. dollar since 
last July, and has now 
dropped to around $1.06—a 
12-year low.
CNBC.com

The bottom line



Making money

Given Warren Buffett’s success, you’d think “that 
more people would try to emulate his approach 
to investing,” said Joe Nocera in The New York 
Times. After all, the stock price of Berkshire Hath-
away has increased an “astounding” 1,826,163 
percent since Buffett took the reins 50 years 
ago—for an average annual gain of 21.6 percent. 
And it’s “not as if he hasn’t tried to explain how 
he does it.” Every year, the Oracle of Omaha 
publishes a veritable “Buffett tutorial” in his let-
ter to shareholders “that the rest of us would do 
well to absorb—and practice.” Especially since 
his winning strategy is pretty simple: Buy stock in 
great companies and hold it “not just for years, 
but for decades”; diversify your holdings; avoid 
approaches that “add risk,” like active trading or 
trying to time the market; and don’t pay high or unnecessary fees.

“There’s a bit more” to it than that, said Neil Irwin in  NYTimes 
.com. There are thousands of investors “who can match Buffett’s 
talent for evaluating the prospects of a business and deciding 
which should get more investment and which less.” But they 
aren’t worth $72 billion. Part of Buffett’s magic comes down to 
his acquisition strategy. If you have a successful, family-owned 
business and are looking to cash out, but you want to “leave the 
company intact and keep longtime employees in place to run it, 
selling to Berkshire Hathaway looks mighty  attractive”—even 

at a discount. That’s because Buffett has built 
a reputation of “buying good companies and 
more or less leaving them alone.”

Buffett “famously does not micromanage” 
his portfolio’s companies, said Matt Levine in 
BloombergView.com. But he’s also mastered 
the art of driving “a hard bargain by looking 
like a teddy bear.” He rigorously studies the 
fundamentals of firms before he buys or sells, 
all the while using his reputation for folksy, “all-
American pluck” to his advantage. The octoge-
narian who “eats ice cream for breakfast” can 
be ruthless when it’s time to cut his losses. That 
combination of sentimentality and rigor pays 
off: It’s how you “can minimize taxes with fre-

quent cash-rich split-offs, or fund a famous American company’s 
tax inversion into Canada, without raising too many eyebrows.”

Still, every investor, no matter how small, can learn from his 
example, said Lex Haris in CNN.com. Be patient and willing to 
ride out the market’s ups and downs over the long term. Learn 
to tune out TV talking heads and other  self-proclaimed “ex-
perts.” And have faith in the health of the American economy. 
“The preachers of pessimism prattle endlessly about America’s 
problems,” Buffett said recently, but “most assuredly, America’s 
best days lie ahead.” 

Investing: What’s the secret to Buffett’s success?
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Omaha’s oracle: Keep it simple.

The rise of ‘divorce loans’
What happens when an acrimonious sepa-
ration leaves one half of a wealthy couple 
broke? asked Paul Sullivan in The New York 
Times. Increasingly, the penniless partner will 
turn to a so-called divorce funding company 
during a protracted court battle to help pay 
for living expenses and legal fees. The firms 
work by loaning less-moneyed people quick 
cash so they can pursue court settlements 
against their deep-pocketed former partners. 
In most cases, they “lend around 20 to 25 per-
cent of the value of an expected settlement,” 
which tends to be at least $1 million. Most 
firms charge 12 to 18 percent interest a year, 
while others take a double-digit percentage of 
the final settlement. The firms justify the high 
rates by arguing that they “level the playing 
field against the moneyed spouse who can oth-
erwise force the one without money to settle.”

The pros and cons of Helocs
Now might be the time to tap your home 
equity, said AnnaMaria Andriotis in The Wall 
Street Journal. With interest rates likely to rise 
in the coming months, several major banks 
are promoting home-equity lines of credit, 
known as Helocs, with temporary fixed rates. 
These loans  can be used to finance home ren-

ovations or even unrelated expenses like col-
lege tuition, and borrowers pay interest only 
on the amount they withdraw. But the loans 
typically have rates that fluctuate, which 
isn’t always good for borrowers “who value 
predictability.” The latest offers have a fixed 
rate that can last “from 12 months to many 
years” and can be a money-saving option for 
anyone who plans “to pay back the money 
before the fixed-rate period ends.” 

A deluge of card offers
Credit card companies are clamoring for 
your business, said Hadley Malcolm in USA 
Today. A new report from credit bureau Equi-
fax shows that in December consumer credit 
card debt reached its highest level in five years 
thanks “almost entirely” to shoppers “taking 
out new cards.” Issuers are “taking note”—
one research firm says card companies in-
creased direct-mail offers 12 percent between 
November and December. If you received one 
of those offers, this might be a good time to 
sign up, since “consumers are also getting 
more out of rewards cards.” So far this year, 
credit card companies have been “25 percent 
more generous” in handing out rewards 
points and frequent-flyer-mile sign-up bonuses 
than they were for all of last year.

What the experts say
Wild orangutans are 
found exclusively 
in Borneo and 
Sumatra, but ille-
gal logging, palm 
oil farming, and 
poaching there have 
caused their population 
to fall by half in the past decade alone, 
with some 1,000 to 5,000 orangutans 
killed each year. Orangutan Foundation 
International (orangutan.org) has worked 
since 1986 to protect these animals and 
their fragile rain forest habitat. Led by 
award-winning orangutan specialist 
Dr. Biruté Mary Galdikas, the organiza-
tion works with Indonesian authorities 
to preserve Tanjung Puting National Park 
and protect the area from loggers and 
poachers. It also creates educational 
programming for local schools and hosts 
world-class research programs designed 
to study and conserve this close rela-
tive of humans. The organization has 
also rehabilitated some 450 orphaned or 
formerly captive orangutans and reintro-
duced them to a rain forest home. 

Charity of the week

Each charity we feature has earned a 
four-star overall rating from Charity 
Navigator, which rates not-for-profit 
organizations on the strength of their 
finances, their governance practices, 
and the transparency of their operations. 
Four stars is the group’s highest rating. 
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Like the mobsters who used to run the Las Vegas 
casinos of old, said Harold Meyerson, America’s 
biggest investors have been skimming off the top 
of corporate revenues for the past four decades. 
Throughout the 1960s and ’70s, roughly 40 cents 
of every dollar that a U.S. corporation “bor-
rowed or realized in net earnings” was reinvested 
in facilities, research, or new hires. But since the 
1980s, “just 10 cents of those dollars have gone to 
investment,” while the rest has gone directly “into 
shareholders’ pockets.” This “shareholder revolu-
tion” has effectively undone the “broadly shared 
prosperity that Americans enjoyed” for much of 

the postwar era. Money that once went to expan-
sion, new ventures, and employee compensation is 
now earmarked for payments to already wealthy 
investors. From 2003 to 2012, Fortune 500 com-
panies devoted 91 percent of their net earnings to 
shareholder payouts. As a result, “finance is no 
longer an instrument for getting money into pro-
ductive businesses” says City University of New 
York economist J.W. Mason, “but instead for get-
ting money out of them.” In perpetrating this “per-
fectly legal skim,” American investors have done 
something not even the mob ever could: They have 
brought “America’s middle class to its knees.”

French economist Thomas Piketty became the 
darling of the “redistributionist” crowd when 
his tome Capital in the Twenty-First Century 
became a big-think sensation last spring, said 
Robert Rosenkranz. The book’s “central proposi-
tion”—that inequality in capitalist societies will 
inevitably grow because the return on capital (r) 
will always outpace the rate of economic growth 
(g)—was quickly seized upon by progressives, 
who used the thesis to promote “policies they 
have long wanted, namely, very high taxes on the 
wealthy.” But in an “extraordinary about-face,” 
Piketty now admits that “far too much has been 

read into his thesis.” He says that while his r > g 
formula is useful for understanding the “extreme 
and persistent wealth inequality before World 
War I,” it has little bearing on the economic 
realities of the past 100 years, and is therefore 
not a “useful tool” when discussing the causes 
of inequality today. In other words, Capital in 
the Twenty-First Century is “primarily a work of 
history.” And though it’s admirable for its author 
to admit that the “material in his book does not 
support all the uses to which it has been put,” it 
is now time for those who have misapplied those 
ideas “to follow his lead.”

“The tech world is having its ‘boom-boom room’ 
moment,” said Rob Cox in Reuters.com. Nearly 
20 years after a lawsuit exposed Wall Street’s wide-
spread sexism and “frat-house culture,” a high-
profile suit alleging gender bias at a blue-chip ven-
ture capital firm has captivated Silicon Valley. Ellen 
Pao, a former junior partner at Kleiner Perkins 
Caufield & Byers, claims she was treated “despi-
cably, maliciously, fraudulently, and oppressively” 
during her tenure there, said Sara Ashley O’Brien 
in CNN.com. She describes the firm, which was 
an early investor in Google and Facebook, as an 
old boys’ club where “sexual harassment and dis-
crimination were systemic.” The few female junior 
partners were regularly excluded from all-male 
meetings and business dinners. Pao says male col-
leagues bantered about visiting the Playboy Mansion and that 
she was once given a sexually explicit book from a senior part-
ner on Valentine’s Day. She also says she felt “pressured” into 
having sex with a married colleague, who retaliated against her 
after she ended the relationship. When she complained about 
his behavior to management, Pao says she was denied choice as-
signments and promotions. She was fired in 2012 shortly after 
filing a $16 million suit against the firm. 

It has surprised nearly everyone in Silicon Valley that the case 
has gone to trial rather than being settled out of court, said 
Nitasha Tiku in TheVerge.com. After three weeks of testimony, 
Kleiner’s defense so far has been to argue that Pao, who is 
now interim CEO of popular online message board Reddit, 
“was simply not qualified” to cut it in the high-stakes world 

of venture capital. She was deemed “too 
quiet, resentful, territorial, and dismissive,” a 
“squeaky wheel” who complained too much 
and grabbed for credit. Yet the men at Kleiner 
also come across as having “attitudes derived 
from an earlier era,” said David Streitfeld in 
The New York Times. One of the top part-
ners claimed Pao had “a female chip on her 
shoulder”; another asked the only two women 
in a large meeting to take notes for the other 
attendees. Suggestions in Pao’s performance 
reviews are best summed up as puzzlingly 
contradictory: “Speak up—but don’t talk too 
much. Light up the room—but don’t over-
shadow others. Be confident and critical—but 
not cocky or negative.” 

Those “subtle slights and double standards” help explain why 
there are so few women in leadership positions in Silicon Val-
ley, said Claire Cain Miller in NYTimes.com. But they are also 
probably “familiar to any woman in any workplace.” Discrimi-
nation of this kind, which damns women if they do and damns 
them if they don’t, is “more difficult to define and combat” than 
overt sexual harassment, but no less damaging. Just 4 percent 
of senior venture capitalists are women, said Liz Gannes and 
Nellie Bowles in Recode.net. That lack of diversity matters, 
because “these people control where the money flows to create 
the technology that is so much a part of our modern lives.” No 
matter the outcome, Pao has sparked a conversation the tech 
industry—and every industry—desperately needs to have. And 
that means, just on principle, she has already won.

Issue of the week: Bias suit rocks Silicon Valley
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Pao: A victim of tech sexism?



When Albert Maysles 
and his younger 
brother, David, 
released their docu-

mentary Grey Gardens in 1975, 
it sparked an uproar. An intimate 
portrait of Edith Ewing Bouvier 
Beale and Edith Bouvier Beale, an 
aging mother and daughter lead-
ing eccentric and insular lives in 
a dilapidated mansion on Long 
Island, N.Y., the film was roundly 
denounced as exploitative. Its sub-
jects, cousins to Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, 
appeared in need of institutional help, not the 
glare of publicity. But over time the criticism died 
down, and Grey Gardens came to be celebrated 
as an insightful portrait of humanity. Stylistically, 
the movie epitomized the unobtrusive, fly-on-
the-wall “direct cinema” approach that Maysles 
helped pioneer. “Making a film isn’t finding the 
answer to a question,” he explained in 1994. 
“It’s trying to capture life as it is, so the audience 
can say, ‘Oh, my God, I’m right there.’”

Born to Russian-Jewish immigrants in Boston, 
Maysles began his career teaching psychology. 
He “turned to moviemaking after a trip to a 
mental hospital in the Soviet Union, relying on 
footage he took there to make the 1955 film 

Psychiatry in Russia,” said the 
Los Angeles Times. He teamed 
up with his soundman brother 
and together, using new battery-
powered equipment that made 
it easier to film unobtrusively, 
they pioneered the hands-off 
documentary style that has since 
become standard. Before David’s 
death in 1987, “the brothers 
made films on musicians, social 
issues, celebrities, and Bible sales-
men,” said The Washington Post. 

They were heavily criticized for Gimme Shelter, 
a documentary about the Rolling Stones’ 1969 
U.S. tour, which included footage of a concert-
goer being stabbed to death at a gig in Altamont, 
Calif. “We were vilified for filming what we 
saw,” said Maysles. “Our only point of view was 
to have no point of view.”

“Later in life Maysles concentrated on por-
traits of classical music performers,” said 
TheGuardian.com. In 1991’s Soldiers of Music, 
he observed cellist Mstislav Rostropovich’s 
return to his native Russia after 16 years of 
exile. Maysles’s final project, In Transit, is set for 
release later this year and captures strangers on 
long-distance trains. “Strangers talking,” he said 
in October. “Isn’t that what it’s all about?”

Obituaries
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In many ways, Earl 
Lloyd’s NBA debut 
for the Washington 
Capitols in 1950 was 

unremarkable. The 6-foot-6-inch 
forward scored only six points in 
a humdrum loss to the Rochester 
Royals in front of just 2,184 fans. 
But while Lloyd’s performance was 
nothing special, his appearance was 
historic: It made him the first black 
player to play in an NBA game. 
Others joined him not long after. 
The Boston Celtics fielded African-American for-
ward Chuck Cooper in their own season opener 
24 hours later. “I’m the answer to a trivia ques-
tion,” said Lloyd. “Through a scheduling quirk, 
I beat Chuck Cooper by a day.”

Lloyd was born and raised in segregated 
Alexandria, Va., and “had never sat next to 
a white person before he was 21,” said The 
Washington Post. But after being drafted by the 
Capitols, “he was quickly accepted by his white 
teammates, many of whom were from Northern 
cities and had played with African-Americans in 
high school and college.” Because basketball was 
a relatively minor sport at the time, Lloyd’s NBA 

debut “drew little attention in 
the press,” said the Los Angeles 
Times. But throughout his nine-
season playing career—with the 
Capitols, the Syracuse Nationals, 
and the Detroit Pistons—Lloyd 
“faced racial challenges on and 
off the court.” He often had to 
eat at different restaurants and 
stay at different hotels from his 
teammates. In Fort Wayne, Ind., 
fans spat on him and told him to 
“Go back to Africa.” Lloyd said 

that the racist taunts didn’t bother him. “It gives 
you a little added incentive,” he explained. “The 
more names they called me, the harder I played.”

In 1971, Lloyd took charge of the Pistons, 
“becoming the fourth black head coach in NBA 
history,” said The New York Times. He was 
fired early in the next season, following a string 
of defeats, and went on to work as an execu-
tive at Chrysler’s Dodge division and later for 
the Detroit board of education. Always modest, 
Lloyd never boasted about becoming the NBA’s 
first black player. “I don’t play it up or down,” 
he said. “I just hope I conducted myself where I 
made it easier for others, and I think I did.” 

The NBA player who broke the color barrier

The filmmaker who transformed the documentary

Earl 
Lloyd

1928–2015 In the 1970s, the popular 
romance novel was a tame 
and sexless affair, filled with 
damsels in distress who 
fainted into the arms of 

officers and 
gentlemen. 
Beatrice Small 
helped change 
all that. Her 

best-selling novels were filled 
with strong-willed women 
and lustful sheikhs, who 
squeezed in carnal encoun-
ters between kidnappings 
and sword fights. “Romances 
can be anything you want 
them to be,” she said. “It can 
be adventurous; it can be 
exciting.” The possibilities 
were endless—Small even 
allowed one protagonist to 
lose her virginity twice by 
giving the character amnesia. 

Born in New York City, Small 
wrote her first romance at 13 
while attending a school run 
by Anglican nuns. One sister 
was impressed with the tale, 
a historical epic “about an 
Inca princess who leaped to 
her death from Machu Picchu 
rather than succumb to the 
advances of an evil Spanish 
conquistador,” said The New 
York Times. But it would 
be another three decades 
before Small published 
her first novel, 1978’s The 
Kadin, about a Scottish lady 
abducted and installed in a 
Turkish sultan’s harem. As 
the jacket blurb explained, 
“she belonged to him, body 
and soul—yet it was he who 
was enslaved.”

Small’s later novels went 
beyond the Middle East 
and included stories set 
in the Scottish Highlands, 
Elizabethan Ireland, “and 
fantasy faerie lands,” said 
The Daily Telegraph (U.K.). 
She was once asked why her 
romantic romps kept selling 
even as feminism boomed. 
“With women’s liberation, 
a great deal of romance, I 
think, has gone out of our 
lives,” she said. “Although 
you may want equal pay for 
an equal day’s work, you still 
want your hand kissed and 
the door held open.”

Beatrice
Small

1937–2015

35

The novelist  
who sexed up 
romantic fiction
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front of hundreds of people. Another time, 
she steered her parachute underneath the 
Gateway Arch in St. Louis. She’s revered 
in the aviation community. But at 59, 
even Stearns knows that she’ll come down 
someday. She may not have a 30,000th 
jump, or a 25,000th jump. This might be 
her last big, round number. 

She wanted 20,000 to be special. She 
wanted it to happen in Dubai, and on 
the winning jump. So she spaced out her 
training in October and early November. 
She’d get three or four practice jumps in 
Dubai, she knew, and then 10 competition 
jumps. A skydiving accuracy competition 
is like golf; the lowest score wins. On each 
landing, a sensor measures the jumper’s 
distance from the target. One centimeter 
off target equals one point, two centimeters 
equals two, and so forth. The points are 
added together after 10 jumps. The best 
score is zero.

“What I really hope happens is that I get 
to 20,000 with a dead center to win the 
meet,” Stearns told me the Saturday before 
the accident. 

In order to make that happen, she needed 
to schedule her training so that her last 
practice jump onto Carolina soil was num-
ber 19,986.

After the accident, doctors at the Carolinas 
Medical Center in Charlotte put eight 
staples in her head and stitches in her arm. 

She refused painkill-
ers. Miraculously, 
nothing was broken. 
But she’d suffered 
what doctors said was 
a moderate traumatic 
brain injury. 

In her day job, Stearns 
is an on-call pilot for 
US Airways. If the 
airline needs someone 
to fly, her phone will 
ring, and she’ll pick 
up her travel bag and 
drive eight minutes 
from her home to 
Charlotte Douglas 
International Airport. 
She has more than 
21,000 flying hours 
without incident. 

On her off days, she 
drives to Shelby to fly her private plane, a 
Cessna, which she uses as a member of the 
Civil Air Patrol. In the few moments of her 
life that she’s not flying, she bikes or goes 
on hikes. Her standard ride is a 25-mile 
route past a lake that takes two hours and 
15 minutes, exactly.

When she awoke in the emergency room, 
her longtime friend and roommate, Lindy 
Leach, was there. Stearns told Leach she 
couldn’t remember anything. That night, 
she caught brief blinks of sleep in between 
the throbbing headaches. The next morn-
ing, she tried to call home to tell Leach she 
was being moved out of intensive care, but 
she couldn’t remember her home number.

EVERY NOW AND then, if we’re lucky, 
we come across a force in life—a per-
son, a job, a moment—that changes 

the course of everything. Skydiving wal-
loped Cheryl Stearns. 

To a skydiver, free fall is peace. The 120 mph 
winds notwithstanding, up there is one of 
the only truly quiet places humans can go 
anymore. If you add together all of her 
skydives, Stearns has been in that quiet 
state of free fall for five days, 13 hours, 
and 35 minutes of her life. She’s recorded 
every jump in 125 parachuting logbooks, 
which she keeps piled in a plastic bin in 
her attic. 

The early pages are crowded with danger-
ous encounters. After her 38th jump, at age 

Cheryl Stearns is the greatest female skydiver in history, said Michael Graff. But she may never jump again.

Stearns had been nearing 20,000 skydives, a feat no woman has ever reached.

ON NOV. 12, 2014, 
a warm Wed-
nes day with 

one of those storybook 
Carolina blue skies, the 
greatest female skydiver 
in history lay uncon-
scious on a patch of 
hard blacktop just west 
of Charlotte. Her head, 
nose, elbow, and mouth 
were cut open, her 
glasses were smashed, 
and she was bleeding 
inside her skull. The 
only witness told police 
she couldn’t tell who 
was at fault. 

In the weeks leading up 
to the accident, Cheryl 
Stearns had been mak-
ing a final push to an 
unfathomable record: 
20,000 career skydives. Only a hand-
ful of men before her have reached that 
number. She was to be the first woman. 
She was preparing for a skydiving com-
petition in Dubai, scheduled for just after 
Thanksgiving. 

For most people who jump out of a plane, 
landing safely is the only important thing. 
But Stearns is an accuracy skydiver, so 
when she lands, she’s scored on how close 
the heel of her right shoe lands to a nickel-
sized dot on a mat. She won her first world 
skydiving championship in 1978 by land-
ing on the exact same spot in a field in 
Yugoslavia 18 consecutive times.

Few people on the planet are as precise as 
Stearns. She spent 15 years in the Army 
and was the first female member of the 
elite parachuting team the Golden Knights. 
She’s jumped out of a plane in 35 coun-
tries and 32 states. She’s won 30 women’s 
national skydiving championships, five 
world military championships, and two 
overall world championships. And in 
November 1995, she jumped 352 times in 
a single day, setting a world record that 
still stands for jumps in a 24-hour period 
by a woman.

She once jumped out over New York 
Harbor and curled around the crown of 
the Statue of Liberty with smoke stream-
ing out of canisters on her shoes and an 
American flag tied to her back, landing in 
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17, she was standing on the ground while 
a pilot buzzed the field. He swooped too 
low, clipped a telephone pole, and flipped 
over. While Stearns ran to escape the flying 
splinters and falling hot wires, the plane 
pancaked on the ground, cockpit down, 
killing the pilot. A dozen jumps later, she 
watched two experienced skydivers collide 
in free fall, knocking each other uncon-
scious. They never opened their chutes.

On jump 56, May 6, 1973, she 
had her first malfunction. Her 
main parachute didn’t open. She 
“cut away,” or released the faulty 
main. Back then, the reserve 
chute was on a diver’s belly. She 
should’ve flipped over with her 
back facing the ground before 
pulling, but fear can disable rea-
son, and she forgot. The reserve 
fired straight between her legs. 
Only luck kept the lines from 
ripping her foot off or tangling 
with each other. When the chute 
opened, it yanked her into a for-
ward somersault in the sky, and 
she landed safely.

When she had her second mal-
function a few months later on 
jump 166, she was determined 
to deploy her reserve the correct way. She 
flipped over, secured the rip cord, and 
tossed it. But she’d taken too long. The 
chute snatched her by the stomach, and 
her back arched violently. By the time she 
turned around to look for the ground, she 
was only 300 feet up. If she’d waited two 
seconds longer, she’d have been dead.

After she landed, Stearns sat on the 
ground, sobbing. Later that day, she made 
her 167th jump. “If I didn’t get back up 
that day,” she says now, “I knew I never 
would.”

In November 1995, Stearns wanted to set 
a new world record for parachute jumps 
in 24 hours. Skydiving friends arranged 
a rotation of 10 people to help pack her 
parachutes, one after the other, so that she 
could land, grab one, and get back into 
the sky. 

She logged every jump over the 24 hours 
in her books, writing down the exact 
second of landing. The first occurred at 
5:28:55 p.m. on Nov. 8, and she stuck 
No. 352 at 5:25:18 on Nov. 9. The lon-
gest stretch between landings was nine 
minutes and 22 seconds, and that was for 
what’s simply recorded in her books as 
a “bathroom break.” The shortest break 
between landings was two minutes and 
54 seconds. The rest mostly ranged from 
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three to four minutes.

By the last hour, to help her conserve 
energy, her friends were catching her just 
after she landed, scooping her up by the 
legs, and carrying her to the plane. She 
outlasted most of her help.

When it was over, she’d covered 704,000 
feet of sky and had spent 29 minutes and 
33 seconds of her 24 hours in free fall. She 

sion was so severe, she’s already been ruled 
out for a year. 

A neurologist initially told Stearns it would 
be six to eight weeks before she could even 
ride in an airplane again, let alone jump 
out. In the best-case scenario, they told her 
the earliest she could skydive again would 
be April. 

“I guess there’s a chance it’s forever,” she 
told me in December. “I can’t 
have that, though. I don’t know 
what I’ll do if I can’t go up.”

ON THE MORNING of her 
last skydive, Stearns flew a 
Charlotte-to-Philadelphia 

round-trip before packing up her 
car with her skydiving gear. There 
was no wind that day, but with 
the new shoes, she struggled to 
land on the tiny target. Each time, 
her heel touched a centimeter or 
two to the right or left. In compe-
tition, a centimeter equals a point. 
Skydivers often call them pennies.

“Son of a b----,” Stearns shouted 
after a two-point landing on jump 
19,983.

“Man, I haven’t gotten a dead 
center yet today,” she said while 

recording 19,984.

“One penny,” she shook her head while 
writing down 19,985. 

As the sun began to fade, Stearns went up 
one more time, for jump 19,986. At 3,000 
feet, she jumped and did a backflip in the 
air for fun. Then she thrust her pelvis out 
toward the ground, giving her the pose 
that, under any circumstance, will take a 
flailing, falling human and put her face 
down toward the earth. She fell for a few 
more seconds and pulled the chute. 

Stearns fell toward the ground slowly, pull-
ing two toggles to steer in the breezeless 
air. At 400 feet, she turned for home. At 
200 feet, she was right on line. She had 
been doing this for 42 years, over and over 
nearly 20,000 times—and not once had 
Cheryl Stearns given any thought to the 
idea that this jump might be her last.

She smiled as she came down. Her heel 
dug into the sensor. The landing for jump 
19,986 was perfect. The electronic score-
board beeped and showed her score. She 
pulled herself up from the mat to look.

“Ah,” she said, “that’d better be a zero.”

Excerpted from an article that originally 
appeared in Charlotte Magazine. Reprinted 
with permission.

Stearns once logged an incredible 352 jumps in a single day.
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also added another degree of difficulty: 
She’d secured a new world record with 188 
dead-center landings in 24 hours. 

JUST BEFORE 1 P.M. on that blue-skied 
Wednesday last fall, Stearns rolled 
her mountain bike out of the garage 

and went off down a route she knows by 
heart. She was thinking about Dubai. She 
was thinking about the new jumping shoes 
she’d purchased. Twenty-five miles. Two 
hours and 15 minutes. 

As she approached an intersection, the 
bike lane ran out. Stearns hugged the 
right shoulder. A police report lists various 
accounts of what happened next. A wit-
ness says Stearns was on the white line, but 
in the lane. Stearns believes she was over 
far enough. The driver of a 2010 Nissan 
struck Stearns in the left side of her back 
at 30 mph. Stearns doesn’t know when she 
was knocked out, but she was. 

Today, her head, doctors tell her, can’t 
handle abrupt changes in altitude. The 
most accomplished skydiver in the world is 
grounded. “Even sneezing hurts,” she said. 

Federal Aviation Administration guidelines 
dictate that a pilot who has a concussion 
can’t fly for at least six months and must 
go back through a flying school before 
returning to the cockpit. Stearns’s concus-
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This week’s question: Madonna had to be treated for 
whiplash after the 56-year-old pop star fell down a flight 
of stairs during a particularly energetic performance at 
the Brit Awards in London. If the Queen of Pop were to 
write a song about the accident, what title should she 
give the track?

Last week’s contest: A Londoner hurrying to a job inter-
view pushed and cursed a man on a crowded subway 
train, only to reach his destination and find that the 
same man was conducting the interview. He didn’t get 
the job. If the interviewee wrote a career-advice book 
based on his experiences, what title could he give it?

THE WINNER: “Mind the Gap Between Brain and Mouth” 
Joe Valetti, San Leandro, Calif.

SECOND PLACE: “Karma for Dummies” 
Carolyn Stonecipher, Beaumont, Texas

THIRD PLACE: “What to Expect When You’re Expleting” 
Ken Kellam III, Dallas

For runners-up and complete contest rules, please go 
to theweek.com/contest.

How to enter: Submissions should be emailed to 
contest@theweek. com. Please include your name, 
address, and daytime telephone number for verifica-
tion; this week, please type “Madonna falls” in the sub-
ject line. Entries are due by noon, Eastern Time, Tuesday, 

March 17. Winners will appear on the 
Puzzle Page next issue and at theweek.
com/puzzle on Friday, March 20. In the 
case of identical or similar entries, the 
first one received gets credit. ACROSS

1  Harvard, Back Bay, and 
South Station

7  Currently popular
10  Math class, for short
14  Ruling groups
15  Palindromic Grammy 

winner
16  Land of Columbus
17  More sulky
18  Chopin’s Polonaise-

Fantaisie, for one
20  Pork-filled event, down 

South
22  Guards, tackles, etc.
23  Opts for
25  George with 1.57 

million Twitter 
followers

30  One step below the 
Majors

31  It sleeps upside down
34  Newton and Hayes
36  Domain of Kaine and 

McCain
40  They play their first 

game of the 2015 
season on April 6

42  Book between Ezra 
and Esther

43  One of the Monopoly 
tokens

44  Mole
45  Golf great Se-ri ___
47  Gives the appearance
48  More rotund
52  Part
55  Hamelin hero
61  Little Caesars slogan
63  Fun with logic

64  Cafeteria holder
65  Slick swimmer
66  Needles
67  Head pair
68  551, in Ancient Rome
69  Superlatively crafty

DOWN
1  Beats, in music
2  Arduous journey
3  Actress Hedren of  

The Birds
4  Suffix with psych or 

narc
5  Quick look
6  Some antidepressants, 

for short
7  Arizona tribe
8  Restrained, as a 

rottweiler
9  Gin’s partner
10  Xeroxes
11  “Pardon me...”
12  Hair invaders
13  Joel or Ethan of 

Hollywood
19  Toronto’s prov.
21  Largest union in the 

USA
24  Make a mockery of
25  Basketball follow-ups
26  ___ in the right 

direction
27  Bates or Griffin
28  Relax
29  Its last letter stands for 

“missile”
31  Hit the tub
32  Top squad

33  They’re passed in 
class

35  Designer Anna
37  Expectorate
38  God of love
39  Back of the neck
41  Long-haired maiden
46  Civil War soldier’s cap
48  Sticks around
49  Dwelling on the Great 

Plains
50  Moved slowly
51  Chills out
52  Malice
53  Klein of Vox.com
54  Ivan the Terrible  

was one
56  Burr-Hamilton, e.g.
57  Annual event that’s 

special this year, since 
it’ll be held on 3-14-15

58  Exhibit model 
behavior?

59  ___ out a living
60  Lack of recent 

experience, in 
metaphor

62  Aladdin prince

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37 38 39

40 41

42 43

44 45 46 47

48 49 50 51

52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60

61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

 

Fill in all the 
boxes so that 
each row, column, 
and outlined 
square includes 
all the numbers 
from 1 through 9. 
 
Difficulty:  
super-hard

Sudoku

The winner gets a one-year  
subscription to The Week.
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