
n a few short hours and a scattering of blinding 

L+' 
explosions, the World of Darkness has been 
torn asunder. The bombs fell from the sky, 

ding upon the great cities of the world and releas- 
ing more firepower than had been unleashed in the 
history of mankind. Only a small portion of the 
nuclear arsenals were utilized, a sampling of destruc- 
tion, but it was enough to cast an unremitting cloud of 
ash into the sky. Nuclear holocaust had arrived in the 
World of Darkness. In the days and weeks that fol- 
lowed, all the rules changed. 

The mortal world has many terms for this time: 
Apocalypse, Jiidgment Day, Armageddon. For the 
vampires, it is Gehenna, the endgame of thousands of 
years of Jyhad. It is the predicted time when the 
Antediluvians arise from their sleep and feast upon 
their childer, all of whom are guilty of violating the 
original laws put forth by Caine. A new and Final 
Jyhad has begun, as each of the remaining 
Antediluvians hopes to end their struggles with the 
final death of the others. 

%w did the nuclear war begin? This is a question 
with no concrete answers, only theories and supposi- 
tion. What is known is that it should not have hap- 
pened, particularly as quickly as it did. Safeguards were 
supposed to be in place, many layers of buffers, warn- 
ings, and preventive procedures. These all failed in a 
remarkable series which can not be considered coinci- 
dence. The nuclear war happened because someone 
(or likely a group of someones) wanted it to happen, 
and managed to manipulate events with cold, calcu- 
lated precision. 

Across the globe, there were numerous zones of 
conflict, but no major wars or escalation of powers 
which could be termed "World War 111." The Middle 
East remained a hotbed of tension, but this was noth- 
ing new. The greater powers watched and provided 
support where it was strategically and politically expe- 
dient. Otherwise, they looked after their own inter- 
ests. This all changed when a highly radical group of 
terrorists operating out of Kazakhstan managed to get 
their hands on several nuclear devices. Intelligence 
operatives from Israel and the United States discov- 
ered the plot, and a cooperative missiofi was launched 
to recover the weapons. 

It should have been easy; the terrorists were poorly 

funded, loosely organized, and led by a madman 
addicted to heroin. Somehow they not only evaded 
capture, but succeeded in activating nuclear bombs in 
four major European cities: Vienna, Rome, Berlin, and 
London. Millions of lives were lost, but the chain of 
events which followed cost many more. A retaliatory 
strike was launched by Germany, despite word that 
the terrorists were not sanctioned by the government 
of Kazakhstan. This launch triggered automatic sys- 
tems (supposedly deactivated) in the old Russian 
defense network which leveled many more European 
cities and targeted several in the United States. 

Heroic efforts were put forth by all involved coun- 
tries, and several of the warheads were intercepted or 
deactivated. However, much of Europe was in ruins, 
and warheads had managed to strike New York City 
and Los Angeles, the two largest cities in the United 
States. As riots and panic swept the world, immediate 
peace talks were undertaken and all nations with 
nuclear capability agreed that the horrible tragedy 
must end. They would work together to repair the 
damage, provide for the survivors, and deactivate all 
remaining nuclear weapons. 

Then - without warning and unsanctioned by 
Congress or the President - the United States 
unleashed a major nuclear strike upon the world. 
Some of these missiles did not follow their expected 
trajectories and detonated in obscure locations of lit- 
tle strategic importance. However, most of the, great 
cities of the world were turned to ash. More selective 
and strategic retaliations followed by Russia and 
China, destroying Washington D.C., Chicago, 
Phoenlx, Houston, Dallas, Miami, Pittsburgh, Bostbn, 
Seattle, and many other cities in the United States. 
The end of the world had come. 

Or so it seemed. But in the months which fol- 
lowed, it became apparent that humanity had survived 
- although they now have a bleak nuclear winter 
ahead of them. No one knows exactly how many have 
died, although the estimates run as high as three bil- 
lion, particularly considering the huge numbers who 
have smce died from radiation poisoning, famine, and 
disease. National governments have almost universal- 
ly broken down, although local remnants exist and 
communities try desperately to maintain order and 
law. As the months pass, soine of these groups have 
begun to organize in order to better conserve their 
resources. But overall, the world is in chaos and things 
are likely to get worse before they get better. 
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