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Welcome

ON PAGE THIRTY-THREE, our columnist Paul Heiney invites you to 
consider which way you’d really like to turn at Land’s End – left towards 
warmer waters and balmier breezes, or right – towards adventure.

It’s a question that got me thinking this month. In my experience, 
south Brittany already begins to o� er warmer cruising to those who 
turn left. The great Eckmühl lighthouse southeast of the Raz de Sein 
hasn’t yet failed to mark the dividing line for me between Channel 
drizzle and the sun of the Midi. It all gets a bit scary again as you close 
north Spain, where the swell crashes and weather pours out of the 
mountains. But once round Finisterre, you really can pull on the shorts.

Turn right instead, and you have the glories of Scotland’s west 
coast, with its sea lochs, heather-clad islands and distilleries. The 
weather is less certain, but you stand a good chance of some sun 

during the summer months and the waters are beautifully uncluttered. Farther north still are the Orkneys 
and Shetland, then the cloud-shrouded Faeroes and ultimately the chill waters of Iceland and Norway.

I have long desired to cruise around Iceland, visit Greenland by boat, as my grandparents did in 
the 1920s, and jill about the Lofoten islands. It’s a big sell for my wife – she’s rather susceptible 
to the cold, and likes a swim without needing a winter wetsuit. Perhaps the fact that our Sadler 
34 has a foam inner skin will embolden her – a boat that was insulated before its time.

But I think I might have more luck persuading her with the sort of trip I heard about recently at a 
dinner with the Royal Cruising Club, among whose number is the Rev. Bob Shepton, who visits the Far 
North in his 33ft Westerly Discus. The members of this excellent institution, who quietly explore the 
far reaches of our oceans in unassuming boats, meet during the winter months to hear about what 
their fellow cruisers have been up to. On this occasion, a couple was explaining how they had sailed 
from Indonesia, up past Borneo, through the Philippines, Taiwan, Japan and ultimately the Aleutian 
islands. Now a circuit like that takes you from hot to cold, then back to hot again if you carry on down 
the US west coast. My neighbour at the dinner nodded enthusiastically. “Have you cruised there?” 
I asked her. “We did much the same trip while I was pregnant,” she told me matter-of-factly. 

Perhaps my wife and I haven’t used our parental leave so wisely, I thought…
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Spirit Yachts has over 20 years' experience designing and building beautiful,  
modern classic yachts using the latest in marine technology. Famous for elegant 
style and impressive performance, each yacht is designed to client specifications 

and can be adapted for relaxed blue water cruising or competitive racing. 

Spirit Yachts has a portfolio of sail and power yacht designs from 37' to 100'+ superyachts. 

To find out more details or to organise a visit to the Spirit yard,  
phone +44 (0) 1473 214715 or email enquiries@spirityachts.com.

www.spirityachts.com

Spirit 52’ Spirit DH60 Spirit Gaff Rig Spirit P40 Coupé
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Spirit Yachts has launched its new range of classic cruising yachts. 
O� ering beautiful lines and elegant style with increased volume down below, 

the 47CR and 55CR are designed for leisure cruising and live aboard.

Spirit Yachts has a portfolio of sail and power yacht designs from 37’ to 100’+ superyachts.

To � nd out more details or to organise a visit to the Spirit yard, 
phone +44 (0) 1473 214715 or email enquiries@spirityachts.com

www.spirityachts.com
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Transat sunset
PHOTO BY THEODORE AITKEN

A tranquil amber Atlantic sunset, tame ocean waves and 
steady Trades combine to form ideal downwind passage 
conditions. Theodore Aitken, on Hoek-designed Truly 
Classic 75 Braveheart of Sark, managed to capture 
the essence of the perfect ocean crossing during the 
latest ARC, proving that bluewater sailing is not always 
hard work and battling the elements - sometimes 
everything comes together in one fl awless moment.
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Ebb and flow

BOOT IS BOOMING

TITCHMARSH 
MARINA  in Essex has 

installed an array of solar 
panels, which will provide 

250kW of electricity – 
enough to power all of 

the yachts berthed 
there. For more on 

Titchmarsh, see Gull’s 
Eye pp 50-56.

Counting the cost of Cowes blaze
Fire crews and local sailing 
businesses are counting 
the cost of a large fire that 
broke out in Cowes.

The blaze began in a car on 
a workshop ramp at Medina 
Village, near the West Cowes 
end of the chain ferry, at 
lunchtime on 25 January, the 
Isle of Wight Fire Service said.

The area is busy with boats 
on the hard and neighbouring 
units contained about 50 
glassfibre boats, cars and 
cylinders of flammable 
acetylene gas. The fire 
service said it removed 
about 30 cylinders from the 
area. Some classic yachts 
under restoration, a few X 
One Design boats and a fleet 
of Etchells were destroyed.

Residents and people 
working nearby were 
evacuated from their homes 

and businesses and Cowes 
Corinthian Yacht Club 
was set up by the Isle of 
Wight Council as a temporary 
shelter. No one was injured.

Red Funnel halted some 
ferries to the mainland 
and the Cowes chain ferry 
also stopped. Thick black 
smoke was visible across 

the Solent and witnesses 
reported hearing explosions.

At the height of the 
blaze, the fire covered an 
area of 100m by 100m, the 
fire service said, and 40 
firefighters were involved. 
The fire service has since 
confirmed that the fire 
started accidentally.

Rounding off the major winter boat shows, 
Düsseldorf ’s Boot again proved the high 
water mark for new boat launches. No 
fewer than 14 sailing world premieres 
were at the show, which attracted 247,000 
visitors from 52 countries. Turkish builder 
Azuree had its bright new 33C on show; 

Lagoon’s new 42 catamaran was there; 
Bavaria had nearly a whole hall to itself, 
with the new 34 and 52 Cruiser models 
for viewing. Then there was the Jimmy 
Cornell-inspired Exploration 52 from Garcia 
Yachts, the Italia 12.98 performance cruiser, 
Solaris’ sleek new 47 and the Dehler 42.

Luxury UK boatbuilders were well 
represented with the Gunfleet 58, Oyster’s 
new 575 and a stand from Discovery.

In total there were 340 sailing boat 
brands at the show and hundreds of sailing 
boats on display across the 17 halls.

This year, attendance was up by 2.7 
per cent, with more than 50,000 visitors 
coming from countries outside Germany.

By comparison, January’s London Boat 
Show saw a decline of 2 per cent 
to 90,000 total visitors.

CRUISING AWARD
British sailors Tom and Vicky 

Jackson have won the Bluewater 
Medal from the Cruising Club 

of America for their extensive 
cruising and racing over 34 years.

The couple, who met 45 years 
ago while crewing, and who 

have sailed ever since, began 
serious worldwide cruising after 
retirement in 1997, including an 

80,000nM circumnavigation 
via the five capes on their 

40-footer, Sunstone. 
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GOING UP

GOING DOWN

PATIENCE AND UNDERSTANDING for a 
pair of US sailors rescued seven times 

after setting out from Norway to the UK

THERE WERE NO attempted attacks 
by Somali pirates in the whole of 

2015, according to IMB fi gures 

POLAND’S BOATBUILDING industry 
got a boost after the government 

announced it would exempt shipyards 
from paying VAT up front on each boat

SUPPORT FOR VOLVO PENTA owners, 
after the action service advice line was 

extended 24/7 across the world

Missing cat adrift in Atlantic
� e overturned hull of a Sunsail catamaran 
that went missing on a delivery from South 
Africa to � ailand a year ago, with the loss of 
three crew, has been spotted – then lost again.

� e cat was reported by a Brazilian navy 
vessel o�  South Africa in mid January.

Authorities tried to tow the yacht but 
it broke free. Sunsail said a hull plate 
number appeared to identify the vessel 
as the missing 444 catamaran but that 
it had not been formally con� rmed. 

Skippers who want to watch the America’s Cup World Series Portsmouth 
event from their own boats are being asked to register their details.

In 2015, over 25,000 spectators watched the racing on-board private and 
chartered boats. For this year’s event from 21-24 July, the race course will be 
smaller and will feature an exclusion zone controlled by Portsmouth Queen’s 
Harbour Master. A notice to mariners will be published three weeks earlier.

Marshals on the water will help spectators to get the best views
but also tell them how to stay out of the zone. Skippers are being asked to 
email their name, size of boat, type and number of expected guests to 
watchonwater@teamorigin.com

Register boats to view ACWS
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Ebb and flow
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YACHT CHARTER 
COMPANY Kiriacoulis 
has opened a new base 

in Corsica. Its Oceanis 54, 
Dufour 412 and 405, and 
Bavaria 37 are available 

for charter out of 
Propriano, in Valinco Bay. 

Bonifacio, Lavezzi, 
Porto-Vecchio and 

Solenzara are all in reach 
of a bareboat cruise.

Turkey charters hit

Yacht charter bookings in 
Turkey are down for this 
summer as tourists fear 
trouble from migrants 
trying to make their 
way into Europe.

While Tui, owner of 
Sunsail and The Moorings, 

would not release figures 
relating specifically to yacht 
charters, the company as a 
whole said bookings were 
down 40 per cent this year.

Sunsail pointed out that 
its base in Goçek is 2,000km 
away from the Syrian border.

A Sunsail spokesman said: 
“The Foreign Office hasn’t 
issued any warnings for 
the area we operate in. As 
a charter company whose 
customers are travelling 
along the Lycian Coast and 
in the Aegean Sea, Sunsail 

briefs all charterers in these 
areas of how to react if 
they come in contact with 
refugees who are in distress.”

UN figures released 
last month stated that 
children now make up 
over a third of migrants 
making the sea crossing 
from Turkey to Greece.

Advice to cruisers who see 
migrants trying to cross is to 
call the coastguard on VHF 
Ch 16 and to help people in 
immediate danger if you can 
do so at no risk to yourself.

Ellen trust nets £200k grant
The Ellen MacArthur 
Cancer Trust has ‘won’ 
£200,000 on the lottery.

The charity, which 
helps young people 
recover their confidence 
after cancer, through 
sailing, was given 
£200,000 by the People’s 
Postcode Lottery.

Dame Ellen said the 
money would be used 
to buy a new yacht for 
its Scotland base.

RNLI IN ACTION
The RNLI rescued 7,973 people in 
trouble from coastal waters last 

year, new figures show.
The charity said 348 of those 
people would otherwise have 

died. Southend-on-Sea was the 
busiest coastal station, launching 

142 times and rescuing 
120 people.

Lifeboats were launched to 
help sailing boats 1,579 times 

(19 per cent of the total), 
including rescuing the crew of 
a yacht being pounded on to 

rocks outside Dublin port.
AMERICAN CRUISERS Bill and Judy Rouse have just completed a 
10-year circumnavigation, arriving back in the Caribbean on BeBe 

THE ROUSES ARE NOW 
looking for another couple 
to take over the boat, 
who they can show “the 
joys of sailing and living 
our lifestyle on BeBe”

THEY PLAN TO CONTINUE to enjoy the Caribbean 
and are particularly excited to be able to visit Cuba

NEW ZEALAND AND 
TURKEY were their favourite 
destinations on the Amel 
Super Maramu 2000, with 
Vanuatu a close third. Pictured 
is Fatu Hiva, French PolynesiaTHEY SET OFF FROM THE BVIS in May 2006 and 

sailed 35,000nM through the Caribbean, Panama, 
Pacific Islands, Asia, Europe and north Africa
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Ebb and flow

T
he paint industry has 
issued a ‘use it or lose it’ 
notice to yacht owners. It is 
concerned that the Health 
and Safety Executive might 
restrict the use of antifoul to 

professionals, meaning boat owners could 
no longer buy and apply it themselves.

The issue has come up because the 
Health and Safety Executive (HSE), 
following the latest EU biocide 
regulations, wants to raise the level of 
risk assessment criteria it uses when 
deeming a product safe for general use. 

A new, higher bar would assume that 
“DIY applicators”, i.e. people painting 
their own yachts, wear no protective 
clothing, such as gloves, overalls or 
masks, and that the paints are therefore 
too hazardous for them to use. Products 
could start disappearing from the shelves 
in three to four years. Restrictions and 
partial bans have already come into 
force in Sweden and the Netherlands.

The HSE assumes that ‘professional 
applicators’, such as people employed 
by boatyards, do wear the PPE kit, so 
they could continue to use the paint.

The paint industry’s trade association, 
the British Coatings Federation (BCF), is 
lobbying the Government over the changes 
and wants to be able to present a clear 
picture of how boat owners apply antifoul.

It ran a survey in the autumn and 
had nearly 2,400 responses – it was 
expecting “a couple of hundred”.

It found that, of the boat owners 
who responded to the survey:

Boat owners who apply their own antifouling are being 
warned the paints might be banned from DIY use if they don’t 
wear protective clothing. Emma Bamford investigates

Hands off our antifoul!

 l 95 per cent applied antifouling themselves
 l 95 per cent applied at least once every 
three years (83 per cent annually)

 l 97 per cent wore gloves when 
applying antifoul, 93 per cent overalls 
and 92 per cent eye protection

 l 43 per cent said they would not 
consider using a professional 
company to paint their boat.

More than 200 people said they would 
stop applying antifoul and would clean 
their hull more regularly instead – and 
23 per cent even claimed that they would 
consider selling their boats if they were 
no longer allowed to do it themselves.

One person wrote: “In 30 years of 
using antifoul in various boatyards 
I have never seen anyone using it in 
a manner that caused me concern 
relating to health and safety.”

Tom Bowtell, chief executive of the 
BCF, said: “There is sufficient evidence to 
support the position that DIY users should 
be considered as ‘semi-professionals’, not 
typical users. We need to ... raise awareness 
with the appropriate authorities that they 
should account for the findings of the survey 
when approving antifouling products.”

Gareth Prowse, of AzkoNobel’s 
marine coatings division, said that 
showing that DIY antifoul users do 
wear protective clothing was key 
evidence to present to the HSE.

He also pointed out that there were 
other, wider-reaching, knock-on effects of 
people not following safety instructions 
when using biocide products like antifoul. 

For example, if dredgings from a marina 
were found to have too many toxic 
chemicals in them, due to run-off from 
hardstanding areas where antifoul was 
sanded off and reapplied, marinas would 
face higher bills for disposing of the 
hazardous waste – and those costs would 
most likely be passed on to berth holders. 

Lymington Yacht Haven has just installed 
a special bay for blasting off old antifoul, 
where the run off is all captured and 
disposed of properly. Greg Weekes, of 
Berthon in Lymington, says dry-sanding 
is forbidden in its facility and he gives out 
a best practice guide to boat owners. 

The survey also found that, on average, 
it costs a boat owner about £400-£500 to 
antifoul their own 40ft (12.19m) yacht, 
including haul-out. Having it done by 
professionals costs more. Berthon estimates 
that a 40ft yacht would cost £900-£1,000.

The BCF will take the findings of the 
poll to the HSE to try to convince it that 
people who apply their own antifoul 
are doing the work responsibly.

The hope is that the HSE will then alter its 
risk assessment criteria, so that antifoul will 
continue to be sold for use by the public.

The RYA, British Marine and manufacturers 
of paint are working with the BCF on its 
campaign. Emma Barton, the RYA’s planning 
and environment manager, said boat owners 
could help by “choosing a marine facility that 
uses a washdown system to capture run off.”

How to work with 
antifoul safely
Splashes of antifouling on the skin or 
into the eyes can cause dermatitis or 
conjunctivitis. If applying by brush or roller:

 l Wear chemical-resistant 
one-use gloves

 l Wear synthetic anti-static 
overalls – a fresh pair each day

 l Ensure good ventilation
 l Wear eye protection
 l Avoid application that 

might cause a mist
 l Decontaminate brushes and rollers 

before disposal as hazardous waste
 l Always wet-sand (never 

dry-sand) the surface before 
you apply the new paint

 l Put a polythene sheet on the 
ground under the boat to catch any 
flakes and dispose of it in the bin.

For more on the latest generation of 
antifoul solutions see sailingtoday.co.uk
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Five new Jeanneau 389’s added to our fleet for 2016

16 years of RYA recognition
Gibraltar • Morocco • Spain • Portugal

Five new Jeanneau 389’s added to our fleet for 2016

Allabroad Sailing Academy 
7 The Square, Marina Bay,  
Ocean Village, Gibraltar

Gibraltar: 00350 200 50202 
UK: 0044 7872223325 
info@allabroad.co.uk

Direct flights to warm and tidal Gibraltar 
from: Heathrow, Gatwick, Luton, Manchester, 
Birmingham and Bristol.

Fleet of eleven yachts 
Masterclass 3:1 ratio with private double cabin 
Marina classrooms & Internet lounge

RYA Sailing Courses

• RYA Competent Crew / Beginners
• Express RYA Day Skipper (9 days)
• RYA Day Skipper Practical
• RYA Coastal Skipper Practical
• MCA RYA Yachtmaster Coastal
• MCA RYA Yachtmaster Offshore 

Charters

• Skippered Charter
• Bareboat Charter
• Assisted Charter

Maritime Training Courses for Careers

• Fast Track to MCA RYA Yachtmaster Offshore Sail (15 weeks)
• Fast Track to MCA RYA Yachtmaster Offshore Motor (11 weeks)
• STCW95 Basic Safety Training (5 days)
• STCW95 Ships Security Officer (3 days)
• Deck Hand Basic Superyacht (1 week)
• Deck Hand Pro Superyacht (3 weeks)

Shorebased & Short courses

• RYA Day Skipper Theory *
• RYA Coastal Skipper / Yachtmaster Theory *
• VHF SRC (incl GMDSS) Radio course *
• RYA Introduction to Radar
• RYA Diesel Engine
* Available as an online study course

RYA Motor Courses

• RYA Day Skipper Practical
• RYA Coastal Skipper Practical
• MCA RYA Yachtmaster Coastal
• MCA RYA Yachtmaster Offshore

* Available as an online study course

• MCA RYA Yachtmaster Offshore

• RYA Coastal Skipper / Yachtmaster Theory *• RYA Coastal Skipper / Yachtmaster Theory *

Explore. Dream. Discover

mailto:info@allabroad.co.uk


DESIGNS  |  LAUNCHES FROM BOOT

New boats

Django 9.80                              from c£99,000 (€126,665)

We went to Brittany to test the 
smaller 6.70 and had an absolute 
blast. This boat is designed with less 
sporty cruising in mind, but looks set 
to retain much of the performance 
of its smaller sister. As before, she 
uses vacuum infusion technology 
for the hull, which has something of 
the look of a mini Transat, courtesy 
of architect Pierre Rolland: heavily 
chined with an open transom and a 
twin rudders. Below, she’s designed 
to accommodate four or six, with 
a basic galley (oven optional), 
small chart table. This isn’t luxury 
cruising, but with her exciting, easy 
handling and ability to dry out, she 
makes for great adventures.

 l mareehaute.fr

BD56 c£1.72m (€2.2m)

Described by her Spanish builder as a 
“seagoing SUV”, this is something of a 
unique offering, coupling the looks of a 
Med pilot saloon yacht with two socking 
great 300hp outboards on the transom. 

This luxurious 56-footer is all about 
ease of handling. She has in-boom furling 
and a self-tacking jib, twin wheels and 
lines are all led under the deck. Her 
saloon is at the same level as the cockpit 
and encased in retractable glass walls 
offering panoramic viewing – including 
overhead thanks to the ‘sunroof ’. 

Below, she has layouts that allow either 
three or four double berths. But her real 
selling point is the 21kt she can do under 
power. The maker says she is designed for 
sailors but “adding the time advantage a 
motor yacht can bring”. As a sailor, you’ll 
either love it hate it – for many waiting 
for the wind is all part of the experience.

 l bdyachts.com

Dufour 512GL c£209,000 (€269,500)

Recently launched in Dufour’s Grand 
Large range for cruisers is the new 
512. She’s based on the successful 
500 with the same bold Felchi hull, and 
is said to be very easy to sail. New is 
the fixed bowsprit, for launching the 
Code 0 or gennaker, better lighting 

below and reworked galley area. 
Otherwise, she has the same large 
bathing platform, good stowage and 
a good-sized chart table. Very much 
designed for bluewater cruising.

 l universalyachting.com
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All prices exclude VAT

Italia 12.98         c£217,00 (€279,000)

A newcomer to boatbuilding, Italia Yachts 
was founded in 2010 by two keen sailors and 
dealers for some well-known production 
boat brands. The yard’s website may leave 
something to be desired for an English-
speaker, with its talk of ‘contamination’ 

and ‘mutual interpenetration’ between the 
different craftsmen on site, but the boats look 
to be a promising blend of performance and 
comfort, built using modern techniques.

The range runs from 10-16m (32ft-52.5ft), 
and the new 12.98 (41ft LOA) is hand laid-up 

in e-glass with a carbon grid for stiffness. 
Ergonomic and functional, she has a fast hull and 
T-keel, fractional rig and twin helms. Below, she is 
simple but stylish with up to three double cabins. 

 l italiayachts.it

NEW GENERATION

Swan 60S c£2.15m (€2.75)

Nautor’s Swan is known for its sleek superyachts, 
painstakingly built by Finnish craftsmen. But its origins were 
in smaller boats and the brand is growing its cruising offer. 
The hull is the same as the sporty 60FD, but the cruising 
60S has a new deck, interior and semi-raised saloon 
to balance performance and comfort. The hull is carbon 
and glassfibre for stiffness and lightness – enough to 
plane, Swan says. The cockpit is huge and well protected, 
while the interior is a thing of beauty – featuring a 
two-person chart table and three or four cabins.

 l nautorswan.com
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Swiss pear tools
Stunning tool kit made in Germany

Absolutely stunning 24-piece tool kit from 
German manufacturer WohnGeist. 
The handles of the chisels, screwdrivers, 
hammers and fi les are made of Swiss pear, a 
wood that resists warping and splintering in moist 
environments – surely perfect for a yacht?
A special magnetic case keeps everything in 
its place - possibly makes it worth the eye-
watering price tag for that feature alone.

 l c£1,800

 l woodandluxury.com

First rate
EXPERIENCES TO CHERISH  |  THINGS TO COVET

Loro Piana Storm System
Luxury gilet wards o  that nip in the air

Take your gilet up a notch with this quilted version 
from luxury Italian clothing maker Loro Piana.
It is part of the label’s Storm System, which takes natural 
fabrics and uses treatments and a membrane to make 
them wind- and waterproof.  As thoughts turn to spring 
it will work on those days when it’s too warm to wear 
a jacket but there’s still a bit of a nip in the air.
Suede trims and a ribbed cashmere-blend collar 
plus a fi tted cut make it a cut above your standard 
yachtie’s gilet, and available in nautical navy.

 l £1,275

 l mrporter.com

Needles views
With freehold share of the Headon Hall estate and beach section

Amazing view of the Needles and the Solent from three two-bedroom 
terraced cottages in Alum Bay on the Isle of Wight. 

The cottages are on the market and each comes with a one-fi fth 
freehold share of the Headon Hall estate: several acres of grounds 
including the gravel car park, fenced grounds surrounding the properties 
and a small section of Alum Bay beach.

It’s a few minutes by car to Yarmouth, with the yacht marina, sailors’ 
pubs and restaurants, and ferries to the mainland.

You could have a good game of ‘will they, won’t they?’ from the 
window, watching out for the boats straying a bit too close to Goose 
Rock and the wreck of the Varvassi.

 l £215,000-£230,000

 l watersideproperties.com 

l woodandluxury.com

Needles views

l woodandluxury.com

Needles views
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Baby sleep bag
With cute-but-traditional design 

Start young and turn the 
kids or grandchildren 
into lifelong sailors.
This cute but traditional 
Sailing Away baby’s sleep 
bag has nautical design 
hand-embroidered on 
white and blue striped 
cotton. It’s from the 
Gordonsbury Company, 
known for high-quality 
embroidered bed
linens and home 
accessories.

 l £74.95

 l harrods.com

No-alcohol gin
But in a world fi rst, it’s still distilled

Seedlip have invented the ‘world’s fi rst distilled 
non-alcoholic spirit’ – kind of a ginless gin.
It’s been developed with botanists, distillers and 
historians to solve the ‘what-to-drink-when-
you’re-not-drinking’ dilemma and uses barks, 
spices and citrus peels to create a botanical drink to 
be enjoyed with tonic. ST tried it and it’s refreshing 
but defi nitely one for fans of bitter fl avours.

 l £30

 l selfridges.com

Festival charter
Enjoy Cannes on a 50-footer

If you picked up a copy of our Charter Guide 
2016 (if you missed it, you can download a 
copy from sailingtoday.co.uk), you’ll have 
seen that one of the ‘Don’t miss’ items we 
highlighted for the south of France was 
experiencing the Cannes Film Festival.

With A-listers and their entourages fl ocking 
to the French Riviera, prices sky-rocket.
But Essential Sailing o� ers ‘a� ordable cabin 
bookings’ and whole-yacht charter on 
its Beneteau Oceanis 50, which will visit 
the festival twice during its run in May.

Top up your tan on First Essential’s deck, 
pack your linen suit or best frock, and 
gesture vaguely that your yacht is at anchor 
‘over there’ – and others might assume 
you’re referring to the megayacht behind.

 l £1,540pp/£9,240 whole yacht

 l essentialsailing.com
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Cruising ~ Mediterranean islands

MARE 
NOSTRUM

Cruising the lesser-known Med in Malta, Palma and Cyprus
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Cruising ~ Mediterranean islands

T
hink of the 
Mediterranean, and 
the chances are that 
a sunkissed beach 
with a little taverna 
on a quiet island will 

spring to mind. There are islands 
beyond count here, literally 
thousands, and many of them 
well known to cruising sailors in 
Croatia, Turkey and Greece. 

Mallorca in the west, Malta 
and Cyprus in the east are hardly 
unknown Med islands, with 
colourful maritime histories dating 
back to the Phoenicians in 1500BC. 

These days, however, they are often 
overlooked when it comes to cruising 
the Mediterranean. We decided to 
set the record straight with help 
from some daring, unconventional 
cruisers who have explored these 
and other lesser known islands in 
southern Med. They uncovered 
quiet anchorages, wildlife reserves 
and even some friendly locals. 

Malta
MICHAEL HOWORTH
Conquered, colonised and 
governed by civilisations including 

the Phoenicians, Carthaginians, 
Romans, Normans, the Knights of 
St John, the French and finally the 
British, Malta and her sister islands 
of Gozo and Comino form one of 
the more exciting cruising spots 
in the south of the Mediterranean. 
The Rolex Middle Sea Race has 
done much to put the island on 
the world sailing fixtures list. With 
a mild climate all year round, a 
variety of attractions and a range of 
accommodation facilities, Malta’s 
strategic geographical position in the 
heart of the Mediterranean, makes 
it a natural cruising choice. M

A
U

R
IT

IU
S

 IM
A

G
ES

 G
M

B
H

/A
LA

M
Y

19sailingtoday.co.uk   APRIL 2016

ST228_018_MED.indd   19 16/02/2016   13:11



“In a matter of moments we were 
fighting for our lives in a tiny life 

raft. We were being thrown 
around and battered by an angry 
sea alone. We were rescued 950 

nautical miles from land.” 

- Len Rorke 

Like Len and Lisa, more than 37,000 people have survived potentially fatal situations with the technology used by ACR 
beacons to instantly alert Search and Rescue. Read some of their stories at www.ACRARTEX.com/survivor-club

Like Len and Lisa, more than 37,000 people have survived potentially fatal situations with the technology used by ACR 
beacons to instantly alert Search and Rescue. Read some of their stories at www.ACRARTEX.com/survivor-club

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

Len and Lisa Half Page_March 2016.pdf   1   1/5/2016   10:07:33 AM

Malta

APRIL 2016   sailingtoday.co.uk20

020_ST_0416_.indd   20 11/02/2016   15:25

http://www.ACRARTEX.com/survivor-club


Xxxx

five-minute walk from the marina, 
we set sail for two pleasant hours 
beating up to Mellieha where we 
spent the night tucked up safely 
from the prevailing NW winds. 

We sailed northwards and 
across to the car-free and almost 
uninhabited island of Comino and 
anchored at Taht il Mazz in the Blue 
Lagoon. This sheltered inlet with 
its shimmering aquamarine water 
over white sand is very popular with 
day-trippers, so staying there when 
they are not around is a great treat. 

Gozo and the anchorage of Dwejra 
was next, a short cruise away in 
some exciting NW winds. From 
there, we sailed to Ramla Bay before 
heading back to the main island of 
Malta and anchoring in Paradise 
Bay on the northwestern tip, glad 
to be sheltering from a boisterous 
southeasterly. Departing, we sailed 

TOP MALTA 
ANCHORAGES 
St Julian’s Bay - swimming, good 
local restaurants and bars
Marsascala - a picturesque bay 
with good shoreside walks
Marrsaxlokk - pretty fishing 
village in the southeast
Blue Grotto - more a day stop for 
guests to view the grotto
Dwejra Bay (Gozo) - near-perfect 
circular bay in Fungus Rock
Crystal Lagoon (Comino) - 
crystal-clear water

Fourten 
Dufour 410 Grand’ Large  

LOA: 40ft 6in (12.4m)

LWL: 36ft 6in (11.2m)

Beam: 13ft 9in (4.2m)

Draught: 6ft 10in (2.1m)

The island is littered with bays and 
harbours in which to overnight. 
Because one coast is not far from 
the other, there are always some 
that are totally unaffected by 
wind direction and sea swell.

On Malta, our favourites include 
Island Bay, Marsaskala, Grand 
Harbour, Marsamxett, Baluta Bay, 
Mellieha Bay, Paradise Bay, Golden 
Bay and Ghajn Tuffieha Bay. Gozo is 
smaller but even so, Mgarr Harbour, 
Xlendi, Dwejra, Marsalforn, Ramla 
il Hamra and San Blas all offer 
good and safe anchorages. With 
an area of just 1.35 square miles, 
the smallest island of all is Comino 
and there, the famous Blue Lagoon 
anchorage is among our favourites 
along with Crystal Lagoon, Santa 
Maria Bay and San Niklaw Bay.

On our most recent trip, we 
achieved several hours of sailing 
every day, stopping for lunch and 
swimming in as many quiet spots as 
we could in a relaxed day. Exploring 
caves by dinghy and in the water just 
makes the whole experience more 
fun. This is an island with a host 
of things to do ashore – whether 
you love archaeology, history, 
diving, shopping, spas, fine dining 
or late night action you will find 
it here. With a church for every 
day of the year, there is always 
one village celebrating the feast 
of its patron saint each weekend 
in the summer, with magnificent 
processions and fireworks, each 
village trying to outdo its neighbour.

We were sailing in Fourten, a 
Dufour 410 Grand’ Large chartered 
from S&D Yachts. Having been met 
by the company at the airport, we 
were taken aboard the boat as she 
lay in Roland’s Marina in Ta Xbiex 
(pronounced tash-bish). After lunch 
at the Royal Malta Yacht Club just a 

south to Fomm ir Rih and spent an 
afternoon further south at the Blue 
Grotto, where we used the dinghy to 
visit wonderfully scenic sea caverns.

Sailing into Malta’s Grand 
Harbour and docking at the 
Camper & Nicholson’s Marina 
there, has to be a highlight of any 
sailing trip to Malta. It makes a 
dramatic approach, and from here 
it is easy to take a walk through 
the capital city, Valetta, a world 
heritage site and visit the St John’s 
Co-Cathedral to see Caravaggio’s 
The Beheading of St John. Go to 
Safe Haven Gardens in Senglea, 
one of the Three Cities and enjoy 
the stunning view of Valetta and 
across to the marina at Vittoriosa. 

Hire a local guide, as we did. Clive 
Cortis (maltaprivateguide.com) is a 
sailor at heart and knows his island 
well. He took us to see the Neolithic 
Mnajdra and Hagar Qim Temples. 
Visit Mdina – the oldest city on the 
island and an important UNESCO 
heritage site to wonder at her curving 
streets and fortified bastions. Stop 

 l ABOVE
Colourful Maltese 
fishing boats in 
M’Xlokk harbour

 l BELOW
The beautiful natural 
wonder of Blue 
Grotto, Malta

 l PREVIOUS PAGE
The Anglican 
cathedral of St Paul 
makes an imposing 
backdrop to the 
well-sheltered harbour 
of Valletta, Malta
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Med islands

Cabrera Islands (Mallorca)
JÖRG UNGER
In April 1991, the Spanish 
government declared Cabrera and 
the 18 surrounding islets of the 
archipelago a national park. To 
visit the island of Cabrera Gran, 
which lies just 7.5 sea miles south of 
Mallorca, we chartered a Bavaria 37 
in the port of Palma that we soon 
left to escape the hustle and bustle 
of the big city.

As the wind was favourable and 
the day long enough for reaching a 
quiet and cosy bay outside the Bahia 
de Palma, we set sail for the Cala de 
Portals that lies southwest of Palma. 
The bay near Sol de Mallorca offers 
four small beaches, two bars and a 
restaurant as well as enough space 
for about 30 vessels. A few sailing 
boats, motor boats and catamarans 
had already dropped anchor and 

their crews were going for a swim 
or preparing for the night. We took 
the opportunity to explore a huge 
cave cut into the cliff in ancient times 
and enjoyed dinner on the boat as 
well as a nice sunset afterwards. The 
glowing sunrise in the morning was 
even more spectacular and promised 
a great trip to the Archipelago of 
Cabrera. By now the weather was 
starting to change and when the 
swell made the boat seesaw, we took 
off to sail southeast across the Bahia, 
heading for the islands.

Arriving at the island of Cabrera 
is already one of the highlights of 
a visit to the National Park. The 
lighthouse of Cap de Llebeig to 
starboard and El Castell, built by 
Arabs in the 14th century to guard 
against attacks by Berber pirates 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Frances and Michael Howorth are 
an award winning team of 
professional freelance writers 
specialising in yachts large and 
small. Frances is a photographer, while 
Michael is a qualified Captain certificated 
to command large yachts up to 3,000 
tons. The couple have written several 
books mostly about yachts, yachting 

Charter Operators in Malta
Domina Yacht Charter dominacharters.co.uk
Malta Sailing Charters maltasailingcharter.com
Malta Sailing Holidays  maltasailingholidays.com
Nautica Yacht Charter yachtchartermalta.com
S & D Yachts  sdyachts.com
Sailing Charters Malta sailingchartersmalta.com

off at M’Xlokk and admire the 
colourful fishing boats and the local 
lace being sold in the small market.

So much culture will work up your 
appetite and Malta has plenty of 
excellent food to offer. Visit Stefan’s 
Bakery in Misrah Muxi for Maltese 
bread with its thick golden crust, 
hot from the stone oven in the back 
of his small shop. Ask if he has any 
of his delicious Maltese pizza with 
potato and herbs on top. Drop 
into the Coronation Bar, a village 
institution for a delicious local beer.

For great local cuisine try Rubino 
in Valetta. Julian Sammut, the owner, 
will introduce you to Maltese meze, 
squid, marrow stuffed with ricotta 
or the popular rabbit stew. Leave 
room for Biskuttini Tar-Rahal (village 
biscuits) flavoured with caraway 
and lemon or Krustini, made with 
olive oil. To wash it all down, break 
open a bottle or two of Maltese wine. 
There are some excellent vintages 
available and if you want to take 
some back to your yacht, visit the 
Meridiana wine estate for a tasting.

 l ABOVE
The author beats out 
of the anchorage at 
Cabrera under the 
stern gaze of the 15th 
Century El Castell

 l FACING PAGE
Southwest of Palma, 
the Cala de Portals 
offers a safe anchorage 
for up to 30 boats
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Med islands

led us into the Porto de Cabrera, 
which is the best natural refuge of 
the island and the only area of the 
National Park with any facilities. 
Anchoring here is forbidden, so 
sailors have to moor to the 50 red, 
yellow and white buoys in the bay. To 
stay the night, skippers must apply 
in advance for a navigation permit 
in the headquarters of the National 
Park (Plaza de Espana in Palma, 
+971 725 010, Cabrera@mma.es)

Daylight anchoring is also 
permitted in the Cala Es Burri in the 
east of Cabrera from 8am to 7pm, 
as well as along the coastline in the 
north. Supervised by park rangers, 
all other areas of the archipelago 
are closed to sailing, anchoring and 
diving to protect tortoiseshell and 
green sea turtles. Storm petrels, 
coral seagulls, and ospreys have built 
towering nests in the steepest crags 

Bavaria 37  

LOA: 37ft 1in (11.3m)

LWL: 33ft 6in (10.2m)

Beam: 12ft 0in (3.7m)

Draught: 6ft 5in (2.0m)
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of Cap Ventóis and Cap Imperialet 
and flamingos, white storks and 
other migrant birds take rest on 
their journey to and from Africa.

Ashore here is the office of the 
Natural Park; we had a snack in 
Es Port, which is just a dusty pier 
and a few buildings, ‘guarded’ by 
two old cannons in front of the 
former military canteen Sa Cantina. 
We went up the trail to the castle 
that was destroyed and rebuilt on 
numerous occasions and can be 
visited after recent repairs. From 
its look-out, we had a great view of 
the bay, the small pier and the cliffs 
that edge both sides of the narrows. 

On the way back, we visited a 
memorial built in 1847 to the 7,000 
French prisoners of war who were 
marooned on the island during 
the Battle of Bailén in 1809. Only 
half of them survived the five years 
of privation until they were freed. 
A small museum tells the history 
of Cabrera, which once belonged 
to the Byzantine Empire and was 
already known by Phoenicians, 
Carthaginians, and Romans. Due 
to the islands’ strategic location, a 
garrison was established in 1916 and 
its military status is another reason 
why public visits are restricted. 

Two marked trails invite you to 
discover more of the island. One 
leads to the lighthouse of Punta 
Anciola in the southwest, which 
was built in the 1860s, and the other 
path winds up to the summit of 
Miranda (485ft) that more or less 
dominates the scenery. The park 
service offers guided excursions to 
the interior of the island as well as 
to Cova Blava, a ‘blue grotto’ in the 
north of Cala Gandulf. The cave, 
175m long and 55m wide, impresses 
with its radiant blue, imparted by 
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Visitors welcome. Permanent berths available. Find out more:

beaulieuriver.co.uk 
01590 616200 | river@beaulieuriver.co.uk

“This unspoilt haven, rich in history and wildlife, is the ideal base 
for exploring the Solent and the Channel. The river is my second 
home; safe, traditional, with every modern convenience.”

Tom Cunliffe - Author, Journalist & Broadcaster

B UCKLER’S HARD YACH T HARBO UR

“This unspoilt haven, rich in history and wildlife, is the ideal base “This unspoilt haven, rich in history and wildlife, is the ideal base 

Visitors welcome. Permanent berths available. Find out more:

Member of the TransEurope group of marinas

The natural haven where the New Forest meets the Solent...
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the existence of the Turkish Republic 
of Northern Cyprus –that’s Turkey, 
the country that invaded in 1974 
after the coup by Greek Cypriot 
officers that it reckoned threatened 
the Turkish minority on the island. 

To cruise there is to sail off the 
official map and into another time. 
What you find when you get there 
is the Mediterranean’s Marmite 
Coast; love it or loathe it. In truth, 
its delights and its drawbacks are 
equally balanced. In its favour, it 
has a good climate, (generally) 
predictable and decent winds, 
friendly people, cheap fuel, food 
and booze, two quaint towns, two 
cheap marinas. The scenery is 
dramatic and it offers perhaps the 

North Cyprus
MICHAEL BUERK
It’s a long overnight sail to the 
country that doesn’t exist. A painful 
one, in my case. Just an hour out of 
Alanya on the Turkish mainland, I 
had deftly contrived to trap my little 
finger in the port genoa winch and 
snapped it like a bar of Kit Kat.

I am heroic by nature; stoical to 
a fault. But my screams could have 
kept us safe in the thickest fog. The 
language would have shocked even the 
Amazons of the Little Ship Club. It was 
a good job the gin in Northern Cyprus 
is a quarter the price it is in Turkey. 
By the time I got there, I needed it.

It’s a strange place. Only one 
country in the world acknowledges 

the sunlight that shines into the 
cave in the afternoon, reflected by 
the sandy ground of the cave.

Cabrera Gran, also called the 
‘goatherd’, has a surface area of six 
square miles and a coastline of 24 miles 
– the biggest island of the archipelago. 
The wild goats were evacuated several 
years ago, as they jeopardised the 
scrubland. Today the island is covered 
with pines, junipers and wild olives, 
and between rosemary, heather and 
spurges, we also discovered the tall 
pedicels of autumn sea squills.

Leaving the Cabrera, we passed the 
islets of Illa des Conills, Na Plana and 
Na Foradada with its lighthouse to 
warn of the most northern islet of the 
archipelago. While we headed to the 
harbour of Sa Rapita, we even saw a 
dolphin that bobbed up starboard to 
catch a glimpse of our Bavaria 37.

Mallorca charter
Seamaster Yachting
seamaster.co.uk
Nautilus Yachting 
nautilusyachting.com
Charter Mallorca  
chartermallorca.net
Sunsail sunsail.co.uk
Mallorca Charterpoint  
mallorcacharterpoint.com
CM Charter cmcharter.de

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Jörg M. Unger is a freelance writer and 
photographer from Thuringia, 
Germany, who has been working for 
English language travel and consumer 
magazines, papers and websites for 17 
years. He has sailed with friends in the 
Baltic and Mediterranean Sea 
numerous times.

 l TOP
The author cruised 
to North Cyprus in 
2010 with the East 
Mediterranean Rally, 
an event he praised as 
being “as much a race 
against liver failure as 
a test of seamanship”

 l ABOVE
Girne’s harbour has 
seen millenia of 
human activity, with 
the area settled as 
far back as 5,800BC. 
The castle dates from 
Byzantine times
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Med islands

and a fuel dock. Think homely. The 
town centre is a 15-minute walk.

Famagusta, by far the island’s most 
important harbour and thriving 
tourist destination before the 1974 
invasion, is now rather ramshackle 
and sad, with few facilities for yachties.

Karpaz Gate Marina, on the north 
side of the peninsula, is one of the 
newest and best equipped in the 
Med. It’s got the lot: 300 berths with 
power, water and TV connections, 
a 300t lift, beach club, infinity pool, 
jacuzzis, good security. The staff are 
friendly and helpful with occasional 
rough edges. We arrived there on one 
East Mediterranean Rally, 40 yachts 
desperate for fuel, to find they had 
run out – despite a year’s notice.

But it is a great marina. And it has 
been very, very cheap. Free, in fact, 
when it first opened and still doing 
very attractive deals. The snag is 
that it’s 50 miles from anywhere. 

I like Northern Cyprus perhaps 
because it seems rather quaint, even 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Michael Buerk is a well-known journalist, 
presenter and broadcaster who has 
sailed since his 40s. He keeps his Malö 
43 in Göcek, Turkey and regularly cruises 
Greek and Turkish waters with his wife.

Skysong 
Malö 43  

LOA: 43ft 11in (13.4m)

LWL: 35ft 4in (10.8m)

Beam: 13ft 0in (4.0m)

Draught: 6ft 6in (2.0m)

North Cyprus 
Karpaz Gate Marina karpazbay.com
Delta Marina, Girne 
delta-marina.com
North Cyprus tourist board  
welcometonorthcyprus.co.uk

backward, in comparison to the 
rampant development on the Greek 
side. The ruins of Bellapais Abbey, 
high in the hills over Girne is the most 
picturesque spot on the island. The 
Karpaz peninsula is largely deserted, 
but famous for its wild donkeys and 
broody turtles. Guzelyurt (formerly 
Morphou) to the west is the great citrus 
growing area. I was trapped there 
for a week in 1974 in a UN post that 
ended up in no-man’s-land during the 
fighting. It’s quieter now. Very quiet, 
in fact. So it’s great as a destination, 
but not as a cruising area. A warm 
place to overwinter, in remote luxury 
at Karpaz Gate or in town at Delta.

last unspoilt stretch of Mediterranean 
coast. It is no secret that many UK 
expatriates have taken up here.

But it is isolated. You can’t sail to the 
Greek side from the North, though 
you can cross by land. There are hardly 
any safe anchorages and bureaucracy is 
heavy with some backwater sloppiness.

Girne (Kyrenia) is the main town, 
the most charming on the island. 
It has a picturesque harbour and a 
magnificent mountain backdrop. 
Delta Marina is small, friendly, 
crowded and quaint with two floating 
pontoons and room for a maximum 
80 boats afloat with the same number 
on the hard. There’s a 30-ton travel lift 

 l ABOVE
Golden Beach on the 
southern side of the 
Karpaz peninsula is 
famous for the turtles 
which nest in the sand
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Interview ~ John Charnley

f the Royal Marines had been willing to train John 
Charnley as a helicopter pilot, Discovery Yachts 
might never have happened. As it was, his desire to 
get airborne led him to hand back his green beret 
and enrol at the Hamble College of Air Training in 
his early 20s. He didn’t know it at the time, but it 

was the first in a series of radical changes in a career that 
has spanned flying for British Airways, setting up the 
charter company that became Sunsail, running a hugely 
successful vineyard – oh, and founding Discovery Yachts.

John grew up sailing dinghies off Seaford in East Sussex. 
“I started age seven, when a friend’s dad built a Heron 
dinghy which we used to launch off a pebbly beach, often 
into quite rough water.” When he was 11 he went as a cadet 
with the Island Cruising Club in Salcombe and soon had his 
first taste of cruising  in the club’s 50-ton schooner Hoshi.

There was more sailing in the Royal Marines, but all that 
changed when John become a BA pilot. He flew VC-10s and 
Lockheed Tristars all over the world but had little time to sail 
at home. Instead, he would snatch a day of cruising here and 
there when he had a lay-over between flights. “Flying really 
sowed the seeds of exploring the world,” John says. “Flying 
and sailing have a lot in common. In both you’re constantly 
looking at the weather, and at the mercy of the elements.”

Birth of charter
By the mid-70s, after 10 years of flying, John was having 
second thoughts about BA in the wake of the merger of 
BOAC and BEA. “I decided I really wanted to run my 
own business and only knew about two things: one was 
aeroplanes and the other was boats.” He started thinking 
about yacht charter after finding it very difficult to book a 
week’s bareboat charter in the Greek islands. “The company 
we found was appallingly badly run: they had only three 
boats and it was complete chaos, so I realised there was an 
opportunity here to create package holidays for yachtsmen.”

At the time, the Government still limited the amount 
of money tourists could take abroad, so a group of 
entrepreneurs had started setting up all-inclusive holidays. 
By packaging the hotel and the flights, they could send 
people off with their permitted £30 spending money. 
John adapted this idea to launch Greek Sail in 1975.

Sam Fortescue meets JOHN CHARNLEY, the founder of Discovery  
Yachts, and finds him an unconventional thinker

THE  SAGE  OF 
MARCHWOOD

“We gathered together some money and could just 
afford to build three boats – so we ordered four. They were 
Sabre 27s – lovely boats.” Built in Southampton, the boats 
were family cruisers with berths for six. John shipped 
them to Corfu in the Ionian and began chartering. The 
following year, he expanded into the Aegean and started 
doing villa party and dinghy sailing holidays as well.

He had kept flying while running the charter business, but 
the two jobs were taking their toll. “It was killing me – one 
had to go,” John says. Despite the misgivings of friends, he 
plumped for charter, and expansion continued into Corsica 
and the Caribbean, rechristening the business Island Sailing. 
“We also registered the Sunsail name,” John says, “but I 
always felt that Island Sailing had a bit of magic to it.”

When in 1978 he got a call from the MD of Guinness the 
brewer, he imagined that he wanted a discount on a charter. 
But Guinness at the time owned hundreds of boats on the 
Norfolk Broads and French canals and was keen to acquire a 
controlling stake in John’s fledgling business. With Guinness 
money behind the operation, growth picked up dramatically.

Singlehanding
By then John had decided to do the punishing OSTAR 
singlehanded race that runs between Plymouth and 
Newport. “Back in the late 70s it was the ultimate sailing 
challenge – a bit like climbing Everest for a mountaineer. 
So I asked David Feltham to design me a 43-footer and 
Guinness said they wouldn’t stand in my way. We developed 
and built in Southampton the first Atlantic 43 – going C
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Interview - John Charnley

on to build another five or six for private owners before 
David took it over and built more as the Seawolf 43.”

The 1980 OSTAR saw 72 boats cross the finish line, the 
top five all being multihulls. Winner Phil Weld came home 
in 17 days, 23 hours and 12 minutes, knocking six days off 
the course record. John came a respectable 30th after 29 days 
and six hours at sea. He grimaces when I ask how he found 
the race. “Tough. We had three days of Force 10. I didn’t see 
icebergs, but only because it was too foggy!” He set a kitchen 
timer to ring every 20 minutes and says he only once slept 
longer than that. “I was completely becalmed in fog off 
Newfoundland. A friend had given me several half bottles 
of Italian wine so I drank one, then slept for four hours!” 

The following year, Guinness merged with Distillers of 
Scotland and bought out all its minority shareholdings – 
including Sunsail. When John sold the business, the fleet 
had grown to 110 boats. Feeling exhausted, he took some 
time off. But it wasn’t long before he was back at boats again.

With the experience of commissioning and building 
the Atlantic 43, John decided to try his hand at something 
smaller – now with support from his new wife Caroline. “To 
cut a long story short, we developed the Swift 18 – a four 
berth trailer-sailer that provided an ideal way to get afloat.” 

The remaining proceeds of 
Sunsail (“not very much”) 
were ploughed into 
some land in Hampshire, 
where they laid down 
vines and looked forward 
to a lifestyle of small-
scale winemaking.

Meanwhile, they 
sold 250 Swifts in 
four years, and began 
winning awards for their 
Wickham Vineyard. 
Not everything ran 

smoothly, however, and it became necessary to transform 
the vineyard from a hobby to a hardnosed business. John 
invested in new equipment and techniques from Australia 
and was soon making wine for neighbouring vineyards 
too. By the time he sold Wickham in the late 90s, its 
Fumé was the house white in the House of Commons.

“I’ve been very lucky to earn a crust doing things I really 
enjoy. Nothing was set up to ‘make money’. When I first 
started out, most people still joined a company  for life, but 
I’ve been lucky to have complete changes in my career.”

Boatbuilding again
By 1998, John and Caroline were ready for another such 
change. “We decided the way to see the world was in our 
own boat,” says John, “so we started looking around the 
market. We couldn’t find what we wanted, so we started to 
build our own 55.” The boat was designed for stability and 
comfort, with a raised deck saloon that had 270° vision.

They weren’t certain then, but this was the birth of 
Discovery Yachts. John was smart enough to realise that 
he might not be the only one who couldn’t find what he 
wanted among the existing production boatbuilders. 
“We knew that if we were going to sell more, we needed 

big names involved, so we signed up Ron Holland as 
naval architect and Ken Freivokh for the interior.”

At first, the plan was to run the company as a sales 
outfit, using subcontractors to do the actual building. 
Westerly moulded the first hull and Midlands-based 
powerboat company Sea Ranger fitted her out. It took a 
long time to finish her but at last, in 2001, they took the 
new 55 to the Southampton Boat Show. “The Show opened 
three days after the 9/11 attacks, so there wasn’t a lot of 
confidence in the market. But it also made some people 
reflect that life was not a rehearsal.” Slightly unexpectedly 
at a time of global turmoil, orders began to flow.

John then bought the Marchwood site where the first 
boats were being built. They put up the first of several 
new buildings to fit out three 55s at a time. Next came the 
joinery shop a couple of years later, fitted out with state-of-
the-art CNC and other equipment. “It means we can build 
anything people want,” says John. “Quite a selling point.”

The next step, in 2006, was to launch a new model 
and after much consideration he opted for a catamaran, 
ordering the first himself. “I could always see the potential 
for cats– people appreciate the privacy and space. In the 
charter fleets, the demand for cats is about 50 per cent 
and very few cat sailors ever go back to monohulls.”

Voyage of Discovery
At the same time, customers were making noises about 
a larger monohull – a 67-footer, the first of which was 
launched in 2009. So the 50ft cat wasn’t ready until 2010. 
“Even sailing round the world, you spend 85-90 per 
cent of your time at anchor and one of the joys of cats 
is that on a rolly anchorage, they sit nice and steady.”

They sailed down to northwest Spain to explore the Rias. 
“It was an area we had always rushed past.” From there, they 
set off west to the Azores encountering stronger headwinds 
than expected, then Bermuda and finally Newport, Rhode 
Island. “We spent a wonderful summer sailing Maine and 
New England – apparently their best summer for 30 years.” 
The boat managed well to windward, John says – up to 9kt 
in 15 knots true wind, and at 38° off the apparent wind. 
In 2011, they explored the Caribbean, Cuba and then the 
San Blas islands off Panama, before reluctantly flying back 
to the UK. “Family and business called,” John explains. 

Now with some 90 skilled employees and a new MD, 
Andrew Burrows, in place, John is once more scaling back 
his involvement in Discovery. He has adapted the successful 
57 into the new 58 and started work on a 48-footer, due for 
launch in 2017. A new Mark III cat should be completed by 
the end of the year and he hopes he will finally be able to 
see the parts of the world he has long dreamed of visiting. 

“We plan to head into the Pacific for an open-ended 
cruise. I’m longing to spend time in French Polynesia.” 
New Zealand is not so high up his list of stops. It’s beautiful, 
he agrees, but “like an empty Devon”.  He’s equipping the 
boat with an Iridium satphone, but fighting shy of fleet 
broadband: “I quite like getting away,” he says. That may be 
news to his boatyard staff; he admits that he was on the SSB 
to the office repeatedly during his 1980 OSTAR. But perhaps 
this time time, third time lucky, this serial entrepreneur 
will finally manage to get away in his own boat.

 l ABOVE
A shiny new 
Discovery 55 emerges 
from the mould in 
the laying up shed at 
the Marchwood yard
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Hugh Howie, sci-fi 
author who writes 
from his boat in 
the Caribbean
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Lofrans Tigres Windlass

Lofrans Kobra Windlass Lewmar Evo Self Tailing Winches
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Windlass
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Lofrans Cayman Windlass
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Lofrans Royal Windlass
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Competition

WIN! RAYMARINE’S STATE  
OF THE ART QUANTUM 
RADAR WORTH £1,495

For more information, see raymarine.co.uk/quantum

Enter online at sailingtoday.co.uk/competitions

R
aymarine Quantum 
Radar, by FLIR, is 
the next generation 
of marine radar 

featuring CHIRP pulse 
compression technology. 

Quantum sets a new 
standard for compact solid 
state radar, delivering superior 
imaging on both long and 
extremely short ranges. FLIR’s 
exclusive ATX™ advanced 
target separation technology 
displays boats, landmarks, 
rocks, buoys and weather 

with unsurpassed resolution 
and detail. Integrated Wi-Fi 
and thin cabling simplifies 
installation, plus Quantum’s 
energy efficient and lightweight 
design provides safe radiated 
emissions and substantially 
reduced power consumption.

The result is a greater ability 
to discern targets, even when 
spaced closely together. 
TO ENTER, just answer the 
question online at sailingtoday.
co.uk/competitions. Entries 
close 9 April. Full T&Cs online.
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am going to ask you a question 
and I want you to think carefully 
before you answer. This is about 
you, and what you really want 
to get out of your cruising.

The question is: if you sail your 
boat towards Land’s End, in which 
direction do you most want to go 
when you get there? Do you dream 
of turning left, or turning right? 
Think deeply, answer honestly, give 
that inner truth a voice, and then 
see what your choice tells you about 
the kind of sailing you really want.

If you have opted to go left, you 
are heading for warmer waters 
where, generally speaking, the seas 
will be bluer, the winds a touch 
balmy, the shore-life that bit more 
exotic. It’s goodbye Cowes, hello 
Canaries. Sail far enough on this 
track and it is not long before you 
are basking in the tropics, lathering 
on the sun cream like Captain 
Webb about to swim the channel. By now the brand new 
bimini will have had its first airing, under which the 
chilled white wine and seafood salad is spread out like 
something from Babette’s Feast. The cockpit cushions, 
which have not seen the sun since one lucky weekend 
three years ago in Gosport, now keep the heat of the deck 
off your back. Life is grand. It’s hot, bloomin’ hot, and 
you’re loving every minute of it. The northeast trades 
are gentle and just brisk enough to fill the spinnaker 
so no foredeck fights are going to break out today.

But let’s not rush it and get too far south too quickly; 
there’s the entire Mediterranean waiting for us where 
sailing the Straits of Gibraltar is like floating into an 
ever open oven on gas mark 9. Wake up and smell 
the calamari! And while you mop the sweat from 
your brow while sipping another chilled beer, you 
think this is how you always wanted sailing to be.

But suppose you made the other choice, and turned 
right, what were you sailing towards? Adventure, of 
course! How can anyone resist facing the challenge of 
the grey Irish Sea with a windward flog to the northwest, 
the treacherous swirls of cold tide around those Scottish 
islands and the regular midnight-thirty appointment 
with the ever more grim shipping forecast? Your food of 
choice is porridge. Potatoes are a luxury, and the highest 

of cuisines is a ready-made meat 
pie in a tin. For harbours, you want 
them bleak. You don’t seek places 
where people sit out by the waterside, 
you’d rather they huddled round a 
few hissing coals in the corner of 
a dour pub. You crave those places 
where rain, driven by gales, can fall 
vertically and horizontally at the 
same time. You firmly believe that 
anchorages are always better than 
alongside, and windy ones are even 
better than that. There’s nothing 
finer than to hear the ever-louder 
grinding of the links of chain as the 
wind rises till the hiss of the Primus 
stove is masked. But all this suffering 
is worthwhile because you have the 
inner satisfaction of knowing that 
you are heading north to where 
only heroes sail. There is no rocky 
outcrop too small to want to land 
on, no dodgy harbour entrance that 
cannot be braved. You are sailing to 

see the world through a grey and dismal pair of glasses 
and you wouldn’t want it any other way. All this you 
say to yourself as the barometer hits rock bottom for 
the third time that week. Yes, this is true adventuring.

Do you recoil at either of those descriptions? Extreme 
examples, I know, but deep down we are one kind of 
sailor or the other, and there’s no changing our true 
natures. Some people take to sailing to confront the 
elements, others to milk the elements for all they’re 
worth. You have to decide which side you’re on, 
remembering that one is no more virtuous than the 
other – they’re just different. The danger is that if you 
don’t ever get round to making the choice, an inner 
voice will nag at you telling you that you really are in 
the wrong place, and that will make you miserable, and 
you’ll never feel truly happy at sea, and that’s a shame.

This is the time of year when we all start to make 
our plans for the coming season. It’s worth asking 
yourself, right now, which way you’d really like head 
when you get to Land’s End, and be honest about the 
answer and not afraid to admit it. Then make your 
plans accordingly. I’ve been on plenty of cruises over 
the years where at some stage I have asked myself 
what the hell am I doing here? And the answer is 
simple. I turned the wrong way at Land’s End.  

‘SUPPOSE YOU MADE 
THE OTHER CHOICE, 
AND TURNED RIGHT 

AT LAND’S END?’

HAVE 
YOUR SAY

Right or left at 
Land’s End – and 
for what reason?

facebook.com/
sailingtoday

@sailingtodaymag

sailingtoday.co.uk

Are you the sort of sailor who turns left at Land’s End for balmy blue water, 
or do you hanker after tinned meat in heroic northern anchorages?

Paul Heiney
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®

Case study 
Moody 336________________________                 __   _ _________________________  _
Boat name Nickla Thyse
_____________________________________________________
Location Poole Harbour, Dorset
_____________________________________________________
Treatment Coppercoat® anti-foul applied 1994
_____________________________________________________
Photo Celebrating 20 years of continual effective 

protection; Jayson Kenny of Coppercoat® with 
owner (right).

_____________________________________________________
Verdict The original Coppercoat® treatment has now 

lasted for over 20 years & continues to do so. 
No re-treatment yet required.

_____________________________________________________

•20 YEARS•

O N E  A P P L I C A T I O
N

PR
OV

EN EFFECTIVE

Award winning anti-fouling
Multi-season protection

+44 (0)1258 861059 
info@coppercoat.com 
www.coppercoat.com

Coppercoat® is the most durable and long lasting anti-foul coating currently
available. Millions of boat owners world-wide are in the habit of lifting and re-
painting their boats every year – Coppercoat® puts an end to this costly and
time consuming exercise.

SailingToday_Feb2016_202 x 129mm  07/12/2015  12:31  Page 1

Why settle for anything less?
22 miles of sheltered cruising waters

Visitors welcome all year round

Gateway to Ireland and the South West

Only TYHA 4 gold anchor marina in West Wales

Wide selection of shore side amenities

Milford Marinamilfordmarina.com @Milford_Marina

Please contact Shayne Busby on +44 (0) 1646 796511 to discuss 
your berthing requirements and quote ‘Sailing Today’
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t may come as a surprise 
to learn that there are long 
stretches of time when 
we are not sailing. World 
cruising comes with what 
I refer to as ‘go times’ 

and ‘slow times’, which are 
largely dictated by hurricane 
seasons and family events.

For example, our sailing in the 
south Pacific was a nine-month 
period of continuous momentum 
as we explored numerous groups 
of islands in the countries that 
lay en route from Mexico to 
New Zealand. The key factor 
was to tuck ourselves in safely 
out of the cyclone belt before 
December signalled the start of 
the tropical storms. We would 
then have to limit our movements 
to coastal hops or marina life 
until the following May when 
the forecasts would show it to 
be safe to return to the tropics. 
These pauses in the sailing season allow you to travel 
inland and get up to the mountains, take on major boat 
projects and other work that wouldn’t be possible when 
on the move, or even pay a flying visit to your homeland.

This is the option that we have taken for the moment, 
travelling halfway round the world to introduce our 
latest little crew member to the rest of the family; 
combining our absence with work in the boatyard 
that would make life on board quite awkward.
Our land legs, however, are somewhat uneasy as 
leaving our boat home on the other side of the 
globe gives us a strange pang and we find ourselves 
oddly tuned-in to certain sailing patterns and 
rhythms, which are less usual in city life.

First, it’s the constant wearing of socks that seems so 
bizarre to me. Having dwelt in the tropics for the last four 
and a half years, my feet are used to the touch of teak and 
sand underfoot or the well-worn rubber of my ageing 
flip-flops. Pulling on both socks and shoes to tramp the 
London streets feels as though my toes are over-dressed 
and restricted. The years in the warm have made me 
soft and the English weather sends me running for hot 
water bottles, cups of tea and woollen jumpers and our 
boat babies are bundled in countless layers of clothing.

Then there’s the question of space. 
Accustomed to cabin-living, 
the four of us have happily set 
ourselves up sleeping in one 
bedroom of a two-bed flat, ample 
room for the whole family when 
you’re used to the confines of a 
yacht. This 10 square metre room 
is also spotless, with everything 
stowed away neatly, every shelf 
and cupboard organised, and all 
the clothes lined up and folded, 
despite there being no chance of 
rogue waves or dragging anchor 
in the night. The rest of the tiny 
flat seems enormous to us now. 
James describes the boat as being 
a space that you almost wear, as 
everything is within arm’s reach, 
its proportions and distances 
tailored to that of the human 
body. By contrast the kitchen here 
is cavernous and the walk from 
stove to sink seems inefficient.

Then there is the question of 
weather. A glance outside shows the trees in the street 
battered by the wind and I wonder if we should venture 
out in these gusts. Or else I don my foulies and boots and 
walk down the high road looking all wrapped up like a 
fisherman in bright yellow, receiving a raised eyebrow 
from the grey and black clad city-types. And I can’t help 
but prick up my ears when I hear the shipping forecast, 
although my boat is thousands of miles away from 
Dogger and Fitzroy, and on the hard-standing at that.
The unbroken presence of electric light means that 
our evenings get later and we’re less ruled by the 
natural cycle of the day. A glimpse at the moon, 
now full, makes me realise I had no idea that we 
were approaching the spring tide, and gives me a 
twinge of guilt as it feels like bumping into an old 
acquaintance that I have forgotten to keep up with.

I too look different. My hair is no longer tousled with salt 
spray and my skin seems grey and pasty. The frenetic and 
intense pace of life in the capital, no matter how enjoyable, 
leaves a furrow in my brow and I find myself looking 
wistfully at the calendar, counting the days until we can 
return to ‘normal’. Until then I’ll tie my hair up using a reef 
knot, put powdered milk in my coffee and go to bed when 
the sun goes down just to remind me of my other life. 

‘I DON MY FOULIES AND 
BOOTS, RECEIVING A 

RAISED EYEBROW FROM 
GREY- AND BLACK-
CLAD CITY TYPES’

HAVE 
YOUR SAY

Have you ever had 
trouble adjusting 
to life on shore?

facebook.com/
sailingtoday

@sailingtodaymag

editor@ 
sailingtoday.co.uk
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You can take the girl out of the boat, but you can’t take 
the boat out of the girl , says Jess Lloyd-Mostyn
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Cruising ~ Chichester Harbour

t is a bright morning at Sweare 
Deep in the northwest corner 
of Chichester Harbour. Our gaff 
cutter swings happily on her 
mooring near Langstone where 
the waters of two harbours 

converge. The cabin still smells of 
breakfast bacon and coffee. It’s nearly 
time to get under way but we pause 
by the companionway for a glance at 
the very familiar chart on the table. 

The shape of Chichester Harbour 
reminds me of a tree with four 
main branches. Although there are 
17 miles of navigable channels the 
harbour is quite shallow and there 
is an alarming amount of green on 
the chart. It forces you to be aware 
of the tidal cycles and the shifting 
patterns of its seabed and shoreline. 

Up on deck, the tide is starting 
to flood, turning the boat. We 
can see the brick stump tower of 
Warblington Castle and ahead a 
causeway marks the end of the 
navigation for those with masts.  

The sun picks out the two Langstone 
pubs, sadly accessible to boats only 
for a short time each high tide. 

As the top northwestern tip of the 
harbour is relatively quiet, it’s a good 
place to ease our 13ft bowsprit into 
its cranse iron and get her headsails 
ready. All Chichester Harbour 
Conservancy moorings have pick-up 
buoys and it’s easy to drop it back in 
and get the water splashing down the 
sides of the boat as we head towards 
the main Emsworth Channel.

Buoys with waves
We pass a pair of swans on their 
way to Northney marina for leftover 
breakfast toast. By now, the tidal 
flow is strengthening and, as it’s 
springs, navigational buoys are 
developing definite bow waves.
We are going to have to go against 
it and, although Chichester 
tides don’t exhibit the massive 
ranges encountered off the M
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Cruising ~ Chichester Harbour

DOWN 
HARBOUR

Nicky Harrison finds echoes of the east coast 
in the extensive tidal channels of Chichester Harbour
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French coasts, progress under 
sail won’t be record-beating. 

We sail down harbour with the 
Hayling Island shore to starboard. 
This is the more down-to-earth side 
but it is one I like. Narrow, twisted 
rithes snake from the main channel 
to the shore. It’s a good place to 
spot wildlife; the local seals seem 
to favour this side of the harbour. 

We keep our distance and they 
sometimes end up watching us. Once 
one of them got close while we were 
inflating our dinghy. We decided 
he had fallen in love with our foot 
pump as it was making seal-like 
breathing noises! Although the 

depth is growing, we always listen 
for the scrape of the keel on mud and 
shingle. Today we closely follow the 
withy posts marking the deep water. 

Emsworth
We’re now facing the open sea but 
look back to watch some of our 
friends’ boats coming down channel 
from the yacht harbour at Emsworth. 
This endearing little town, at the top 
of the harbour tree, gives an idea of 
what the place must have been like in 
its earlier days when it was all barges, 
oyster smacks, sailors and shipyards.

It even boasts a carvel-planked 
house – an early prefab built by a local 
shipwright. The town caters for our 
every nautical need from chandlers 
through proper food shops to an 
assortment of town pubs. Sometimes, 
we take our dinghy to the hard and 

sprint to the Blue Bell in South Street 
just above the high water mark. This 
Emsworth institution possesses a pub 
décor that’s evolved over the years 
rather than been painted on from a 
tin. Its fish and chips can be taken 
away so if the tide is on the ebb we can 
run back to the dinghy, meal in hand.

Luckily, Emsworth retains its 
railway station, so is a good place 
to meet crew. Sailing the harbour is 
favoured by those friends who are 

The Bar
Chichester Harbour Conservancy advises:
The low-lying entrance to 
Chichester Harbour is bordered 
on both sides by extensive 
drying banks – West Pole, 
Middle Pole and East Pole 
Sands. A deepwater channel 
to the harbour entrance is 
interrupted by a bar which 
varies in position and height. It is 
periodically dredged to maintain 
a charted depth of 1.5m 

across a width of 200m, but 
it is wise to assume a shallow 
depth of 0.8m below CD.

Vessels approaching from 
the west are advised to 
shape a course for West Pole 
Beacon (50º 45’.45N, 00º 
56’.59W). On rounding the 
Beacon aim to pass between 
Eastoke Buoy and West 
Winner Beacons leaving the 

Bar Beacon 50º 46’.023 N, 00º 
56’.380 W, close to port. When 
approaching the harbour from 
the east, sailors are advised 
not to cross the 5m contour 
until West Pole Beacon 
bears 310º T. On reaching the 
beacon shape a course for 
the harbour entrance keeping 
the Bar Beacon close to port.

conservancy.co.uk 

Witch Hazel
Heard 28 

LOA: 41ft 2in (12.5m)

LOD: 28ft 0in (8.5m)

Beam: 9ft 11in (3.0m)

Draught: 4ft 11in (1.5m)

Year built: 1999, by Martin Heard

 l ABOVE
East Head seen from 
West Wittering 
in West Sussex

 lMAIN PICTURE
The historic village 
of Bosham is sited 
on an inlet of 
Chichester Harbour

 l LEFT
Witch Hazel at the 
harbour entrance
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Chichester Harbour

still at the stage of clinging to the 
shrouds for fear of being taken ‘out 
to sea’. For a longer stay, we tuck 
into Emsworth yacht harbour and 
take an easy walk into town. The 
creek is green as a lawn at low tide, 
so the marina has a 2.4m sill with 
access for average draughts about 
2-3 hours each side of high water.

However, today we need to get 
to Birdham on the eastern side so 
we turn our back on Emsworth and 
sweep southwards on a great beam 
reach pushed by a good easterly 
breeze. The motion changes a little 
and Witch Hazel curtsies gently as 
she nears the harbour entrance. Keep 
heading south and our next stop is the 
French coast via the Nab Tower. With 
a strong incoming swell and an ebbing 
tide, the wave forms can be irregular 
and choppy but they are miniatures 
of what you’d expect out at sea. 

We can’t help glancing towards 
the infamous, shifting Chichester 
Bar. Even though we’re not crossing 
it today, it’s something you never 
ignore completely if you sail from 
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Shell Channel Pilot, 
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/shop

Admiralty charts: 
3418, SC5605

sailingtoday.co.uk   APRIL 2016 39

ST228_034_CHICHESTER_HARBOUR.indd   39 15/02/2016   17:00



 Classic boat expert craftsmen Tim Gilmore and Brian 
Haugh are in residence at The Pool

 Fully equipped marine trade centre including GRP  
repairs, upholstery, covers and marine engineering

 Undercover storage up to 18 metres

 Crane and slipway up to 20 tonnes

 Winter storage both ashore & afloat

 Nestled in the sanctuary of idyllic Chichester 
Harbour, The Pool combines an area of outstanding 
natural beauty, with excellent marina facilities

 Member of TransEurope Marinas, a group of select 
marinas o�ering 50% reciprocal visitor discounts  
to their berth holders, including Beaulieu, Poole  
and Dartmouth.

Image supplied by Tim Gilmore Ltd.
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Chichester Harbour

this harbour. From the sea, West 
Pole, about a mile south of the actual 
entrance, is the mark we watch for. It 
is easy to spot as it’s a tripod topped 
with amorous seagulls and an array 
of solar panels. Rounding it lines you 
up nicely for the low-lying entrance 
and the deeper water on the Hayling 
Island side. We find it’s much better 
to tackle the Bar on a rising tide. 

A few weeks ago, homeward bound 
at the end of a long cruise, we crossed 
the Bar riding strong westerlies which 
had developed in the aftermath of an 
Atlantic storm. As we were very near 
high water, we made smartphone 
contact with the CHIMET monitoring 
station (chimet.co.uk). This work of 
genius sits on the top of West Pole 
and gives updates every five minutes 
on conditions on the Bar. Although 
Witch Hazel gave us her best rolling, 
drunken duck impersonation, we 
entered the harbour safely. Had the 

wind been blowing from the south 
we would not have attempted it. 

It’s tranquil enough today but 
there are still some small breakers 
on the shallows at the edge of the 
big Winner Bank to the east side 
of the harbour entrance. Even on 
this rising tide we’re not tempted 
to cut the corner. In this harbour 
a broad sheet of water ahead does 
not necessarily mean depth.

Narrow sand dune
Turning up the Chichester Channel, 
East Head is to starboard. It’s 
connected to the coastal Witterings 
by an extremely narrow and 
vulnerable sand dune known as the 
Hinge. Behind East Head is probably 
the best harbour anchorage but it’s 
packed on summer weekends. Come 
mid-week or out of season it gives 
access to a rare sandy beach where 
you may go ashore, run about with 
the salt breeze in your hair and 
pretend to be somewhere exotic. 

To the north is Pilsey Island, East 
Head’s plainer sibling. It’s quieter, 
probably because whole rallies 
have been known to disappear 
seawards after three attempts to 
drop the hook. Landing is restricted 
to the intertidal areas as the island 
is a bird sanctuary. However, we 

do remember one perfect beach 
picnic with the kids when the shore 
at Pilsey, complete with buried 
treasure, stood in for Jamaica.

As progress is good, we sail down 
the next creek to take a look at the 
pretty village of Bosham from the 
water. Unsurprisingly, the creek 
dries but there is a private quay we 
can lie against as we draw less than 
2m. The Quaymaster – who sounds 
as if he should be the star of a video 
game – is in charge here. Not enjoying 
abseiling, we contrive to be near a 
ladder. Bosham boasts one of the few 
true waterside pubs, The Anchor Bleu. 
That’s not a typo. The archaic spelling 

Top 5 pubs 
Crown and Anchor, Dell Quay 
youngs.co.uk, 01243 781 712
The Bluebell, Emsworth 
bluebellinnemsworth.co.uk, 
 01243 373 394
The Sussex Brewery, Emsworth
sussexbrewery.co.uk, 
01243 371 533
The Anchor Bleu, Bosham 
theanchorbleu.co.uk, 
01243 573956
The Ship, Langstone
shiplangstone.co.uk, 02392 471 719

 l ABOVE
At low tide you get 
a view of the bansk 
you needed to avoid 
on the way in

 l BELOW
Dell Quay from 
Copperas Point 
Chichester Harbour
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Chichester Harbour

commemorates the blue squadron 
of the sailing Navy. Like most old 
sailor pubs, until recently the Anchor 
Bleu resolutely turned its back on 
the water and faced the High Street. 
Now the pub yard is a patio, so that 
we can sip a beer and watch the tide 
trickle in. In fact, sometimes it trickles 
furiously right up the High Street and 
we can observe the folly of drivers 
who haven’t heeded the warnings 
about parking on the foreshore.

After this, I like to visit Bosham’s 
churchyard to contemplate the 
grave of young Thomas Barrow 
who went overboard from his sloop 
in 1759. The fatality is depicted on 
his headstone: it shows how careful 
you have to be with bowsprits.

Back to Birdham
On this trip we turn back as we 
need to reach the eastern end of 
the navigation before low water. 
harbour place names testify to 
lost maritime trades: Chalkdock, 
Itchenor Reach, Wear Point. I don’t 
think that Roman Transit dates back 
that far but they must have used 
this creek to reach their military 
base and super villa at Fishbourne. 
Today we line up the transit’s posts 
as it guides us to deeper water. 
By now the tide’s ebbing strongly 

and we’re nearly T-boned by an 
incoming squadron of hungry geese.

This part of the harbour is beautiful 
but also the most congested. If the 
wind’s unhelpful, short tacking is 
awkward due to moorings, tides and 
racing dinghies. Chichester Harbour 
is well-provided with sailing clubs 
and training centres and today there 
are three fleets out including elegant 
keelboats and trainee helmlings in 
Oppies. Over years, we have gained a 
sound grasp of the Colregs and a lot of 
patience. Our persistence is rewarded 
by glorious views from Chichester 
Lake of the spire of the cathedral 
and the sunlit Downs beyond.

Our final destination, Birdham 
Pool, is an old-school marina carved 
from the pond of the great black tide 
mill at the entrance. In the past it 
boasted comically rickety pontoons 
and a marina bridge made of a Second 
World War landing craft – going 
ashore was like storming a beachhead. 
Now it’s tidier and a good place to 
visit if they can find you a spot. The 
lock is small and you moor to posts. 
But we make it in and walk to Dell 
Quay near the top of the eastern 
branch. Diehard sailors can let the 
boat dry against the quay and take 
advantage of the adjacent Crown and 
Anchor with its huge bow window 
and terrace. The food is not cheap 

but they can tell you the name of the 
boat that supplied the local fish on 
your plate. As the water retreats there’s 
an instructive view of the banks we 
so skilfully avoided on the way in.

By the time we return to our boat, 
the tide is flooding again. It’s still 
warm enough to sit in the cockpit 
for a while, plan the trip back and 
decide that the harbour is a very 
good place to be. After all, 55,000 
birds, a couple of dozen seals and all 
those boaters can’t all be wrong.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Nicky Harrison started dinghy sailing 
one windy morning near Bosham, 
then progressed via a vintage Merlin 
Rocket, to far more stable gaffers.
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NEXT 
MONTH

The UK’s top harbours

On sale 24 March

 l ABOVE
Boats dressed 
overall in Birdham 
Pool marina

 l ABOVE RIGHT
Swans drift with the 
tide at Emsworth
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Entry includes all Beaulieu attractions: 
National Motor Museum, Palace House & Gardens, Beaulieu Abbey and World of Top Gear

beaulieuboatjumble.co.uk    01590 612888

Sunday 24 April 2016

Boatjumble Hundreds of stands selling boating bits

Boatmall Equipment, accessories, clothing and services

Boatmart Used craft from classics to nearly new

Trunk Traders For budding jumblers

Hundreds of stands selling boating bits

Ask The Experts LIVE
with sponsors

More than just a Boatjumble!

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Availability for vessels up to 12 metres in length      Competitive mooring prices  
Good road access from London via the A3 or from the south coast via the A27 Direct access to the Solent 
Touch and go pontoons to pick up passengers and supplies    Waste reception facilities 
Local clubs, chandleries and sea schools       Local wildlife sanctuaries 
Self-service marine diesel available allowing you to fuel day or night   Beautiful and historic setting 

Paying too much for 
your mooring? 

For information contact: 
Langstone Harbour Board  
Harbour Office, Ferry Road,  
Hayling Island, PO11 0DG  
02392 463 419  
www.langstoneharbour.org.uk 
 
 

We have moorings available in the most idyllic
settings, offering a cost effective way to enjoy this 

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Regular water taxi - Tender storage

Toilets and showers

Scrubbing piles - Fresh water - Pump out

Our friendly team are on hand to assist you and we 
maintain your mooring to the highest standards.  

Picture yourself in
Chichester Harbour?

www.conservancy.co.ukChichester Harbour Conservancy

Contact us for prices and locations. 

01243 512301  info@conservancy.co.uk
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Boat test ~ Dehler 46

Y
ou can cruise yachts 
for months or years 
at a time and never 
end up going over 
eight knots or so. 
With the Dehler 46, 

we were beam reaching at 12kts 
within minutes of setting the sails 
– I’m not talking about a gennaker 
or Code 0 here, just main and jib.

It was the sort of sailing that le�  
me grinning from ear to ear and 
made such necessary chores as 
navigation seem super� uous. � e 
sailing of the yacht became an
all-consuming pleasure and the only 
thing that truly mattered was to keep 
the yacht going in that delightful 
groove. I could end my review 
there. I mean, what more do you 
need to say? But I shall continue… 

Dehler has been putting together 
smart performance cruisers since 
the 1950s. Its unwillingness to 
compromise was nearly the end 
of the company in the 1990s when 
other big manufacturers drastically 

SHEER 
DEHLIGHT

With the 46, Dehler yachts have never looked 
better or sailed faster. By Sam Je� erson 

cut into their market with cheaper 
out-and-out cruisers. But a� er a 
bumpy decade or so, the company 
was taken under Hanse Yachts’ 
wing and has � ourished since. 
� e partnership makes sense, as 
it means Hanse can do the mass 
produced cruisers and leave Dehler 
to get on with their premium 
performance cruiser/racers.

Despite sharing the same design 
team of Judel/Vrolijk, Dehler is 
far from just being a souped-up 
Hanse; the company has a clear 
identity and with Karl Dehler, son 
of founder Willi Dehler, still heavily 
involved, you can understand why. 

It’s also indisputable that the latest 
generation of Dehlers are extremely 
easy on the eye. � ey feature the 
now-almost-trademark judel/
vrolijk plumb bow and squared-o�  
transom, but this aggressive look is 
mitigated by the so�  turn of the bilge 
with no chine and her relatively low 
freeboard. Add into the equation 
a sleek, low coachroof with sharp, 

purposeful, unbroken side ports and 
you have a yacht with real allure. 

She looks like she is built for 
speed as, indeed, she is. � e hull is 
vacuum-infused, cored vinylester, 
which keeps the weight down, 
and she features as standard a 
deep, T-shaped keel, although 
there are options for a shallow 
draught or extra deep racing keel.

� ere is also the option of a 
carbon rig with a slightly more 
powerful sail plan, but the standard 
is an alloy Selden stick which is 
keel-stepped and supports an 
8/10ths fractional rig with a fully 
battened main providing most of 
the driving force. A self-tacking 
headsail is also available.

Uncluttered decks 
� e � rst thing that strikes you 
when you step aboard is just how 
uncluttered this yacht is. With the 
lines recessed into channels running 
under the coachroof, tidiness is JO
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everything. � e Dehler has a decent 
amount of taper a�  meaning her 
cockpit is not a monstrously wide 
a� air, but it still feels roomy enough. 
Although the open transom can 
leave you feeling a little exposed 
a� , if you buy the yacht with the 
full cruising package, you get a 
bathing platform, which li� s up 
to enclose the cockpit nicely. 

� e helming position is good, 
and the primary winches are well 
sited so the helmsman can easily 
adjust the German mainsheet. 
� e instruments are recessed into 
the cockpit coamings and well 
positioned. Our test yacht did 
not feature a chartplotter on deck 
although I understand this is an 
optional extra that could prove very 
useful to negligent navigators. 

Other than that, there is adequate 
storage including a dedicated lifera�  
locker and the only real interruption 
to the wonderful tidiness of the 
cockpit is the traveller, which 
runs right across the sole directly 

in front of the helmsman – also 
within easy reach. � e cockpit table, 
removable for racing, is pleasingly 
solid and features a useful handhold 
running down the centre. 

Step forward along nicely-
� nished teak decks and the clean, 
minimalist theme continues, with 
hatches all � ush, pop-up cleats, an 
integrated toerail and the headsail 
roller recessed into the deck. I 
felt that this craze for neatness 
meant that the grabrail on the 
coachroof ended a touch too early, 
but the overall e� ect is smart.

� e jib cars are well inboard, 
o� ering an excellent sheeting 
angle, and, up at the bow, the 
anchor roller protrudes a good 
distance outboard, which prevents 
unnecessary chipping of the gelcoat 
on that plumb stem every time 
you raise and lower the anchor. 

Just forward of the companionway 
on the coachroof there is a sort of 
designated lounging area which 
you � ll with custom-made cushions 
that clip on to the grabrails. It looks 
very tempting and in the brochure 
a healthy couple repose on this 
glowing with youthful vigour as 
they bask in the sunshine. On a 

 l BACKSTAY
Splitting the backstay 
opens up the transom 
for a bathing platform

 l BATTENS
Standard spec is 
for a fully battened, 
slab-ree� ng 
Elvstrøm main

 l JIB CARS
Car positioning creates 
a very tight sheeting 
angle for upwind 
performance. Self-
tacking is an option

 l ROUND BILGES
Despite the trend in 
her Hanse cousins, the 
Dehler has no hard chine 
a�  – just plenty of � are

 l LEFT
Genoa cars and 
mainsheet blocks 
are tight in to the 
coachroof, keeping 
side decks clear

 l BELOW LEFT
Tidiness abounds at 
the mast foot with 
lines quickly run 
under the deck

VIDEO
To see video of this 
test and many other 
new boat tests, go to 
sailingtoday.co.uk
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blustery day in the Solent, however, 
we eschewed the cushions in 
favour of some serious sailing.

Private jet styling
Many performance yachts favour 
a fairly stripped out interior, but 
that was not at all in evidence 
here and the general feel was 
one of ultra-modern luxury. � e 
desire for neatness above all else 
is immediately noticeable, with 
pretty much everything under 
a cover of some sort or another. 
Even the hob has a sort of elaborate 
chopping board that you place over 
the top, while all instrumentation 
and electronics are hidden behind 
seductively curved panelling that 
hissed open on gas struts when I 
wanted to access them. � e layout of 
the yacht is pretty run-of-the-mill, 
with the master cabin and ensuite 
forward, an L-shaped galley to 
starboard, heads to port and two a�  
cabins, one of which can be either 

a standard double or a single with 
extra storage. Although the layout of 
the yacht is far from revolutionary, it 
is exceptionally modern, with curved 
lockers behind the bench seats in 
the saloon featuring headrests which 
would not have looked out of place 
in a private jet. � e saloon table is 
substantial and folds neatly in half 

when not in use. � ere is also a 
modest-sized chart table to port. 

� e � nish on the yacht I tested 
was a dark mahogany and I found 
this combination of modernity, 
dark wood and natural light ended 
up making the saloon feel a little 
too stark and not very snug. � e 
optional lighter teak and Italian 

 l TIDY BOW
� e jib furler is 
hidden below deck, 
while the anchor 
lead keeps it clear 
of the gelcoat

 l TOP
� e bathing platform 
encloses the cockpit 
under way but 
o� ers a huge surface 
when lowered

 l ABOVE
Classic cockpit – well 
enclosed for safety, 
but comfortable
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oak wood finishes would suit my 
taste better. Nonetheless, there 
was an unmistakable quality about 
the finish, and the fittings all had 
the feel of a premium product.   

The heads are clever, with the 
door also able to close off just the 
heads compartment, leaving the 
shower and sink accessible to other 
users. The forward cabin is also 
nice and spacious, with the double 
berth facing aft and feeling less 
‘jammed in’ with room to walk 
around the edge. That said, you 
might pick an aft cabin in big seas.

Jet-propelled
Which brings us to the sailing: with 
a stiff 20kt-plus breeze crisping 
Southampton Water it was time 

to use the Dehler. My, how she 
responded! With the bravado 
reserved for people who don’t 
actually own the yacht they are 
sailing, we elected not to reef at 
all and the results were startling. 

Although the yacht was definitely 
overpressed, she responded 
extremely well to the harsh treatment 
and scorched towards Cowes at 
8kts and more when hard on the 
wind, flipping through a couple of 
sharp tacks effortlessly. There was 
minimal weather helm, she tracked 
wonderfully well and the Jefa steering 
felt light and poised. She didn’t 
gripe and hung in there with grim 
determination as some of the heavier 
gusts endeavoured to pummel her 
into submission. The brisk wind had 
stirred up the sort of short chop that 
could have defeated a lesser yacht, 
but the Dehler swatted the waves 
aside with a sort of haughty disdain. 

I was enjoying myself; the helming 
position was excellent, the yacht 
was stiff and more than a match for 
the lively conditions. Yet there was 
even better to come when we eased 
off the wind. Now the boat really 
began to stretch her legs and surged 
forward with great purpose. We 
were soon hitting 10kt without any 

fuss whatsoever. This wasn’t some 
wild, out-of-control rollercoaster 
ride; the yacht simply sailed at speed 
with both poise and precision. By 
the time we hit 12kts, I was starting 
to wonder how well calibrated her 
log was. I would love to round this 
article off by stating that we unfurled 
the gennaker and planed back up 
Southampton Water, but I have to say 
our thirst for speed had been suitably 
slaked by that time and we decided 
not to push our luck. Conditions 
conspired to provide us with a great 
day’s sailing, but those conditions 
are nothing without a good boat and 
the Dehler 46 rose to the occasion 
in a truly impressive manner. 

ll TOP
Private jet-style curved 
headrests adorn the 
saloon lockers

ll ABOVE
The master cabin in 
the forepeak offers a 
walk-round berth

Dehler 46
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SOLARIS 44
PRICE: £266,000

A little bit smaller, but every bit as stylish as the 
Dehler, this Soto Acebal cruiser/racer is aimed 
squarely at the same sector of the market as 

the Dehler and features sparkling performance 
combined with well appointed accommodation.

solarisyachts.com
craftinsure quote: £ 1,139.02

ARCONA 465
PRICE: £345,000

Swedish Arconas are well known for speed 
and comfort and with the new 465, they have 
upped the ante considerably by constructing 

her out of carbon, making for an incredibly 
light, sti�  hull which promises breathtaking 

performance, albeit at a premium price. 
arconayachts.com

craftinsure quote: £ 1,502.34

24

NEXT 
MONTH

Boreal 55

On sale 24 March

THE SPEC
LOA: 47ft 3in (14.0m)

LWL: 42ft 5in (12.9m)

Beam: 14ft 5in (4.4m)

Draught: Standard 7ft 4in (2.3m), 
shoal 6ft 1in (1.9m), racing 8ft 2in 
(2.5m)

Displacement: 24,691lb 
(10,800kg)

Engine: Volvo D2 53hp saildrive  

Sail area: 1, 228sqft (114m2) 

PERFORMANCE

AVS: 135°

Displacement/LWL: 145

Sail area/displacement: 21.8

PRICE

Base: £185,000

As tested: c£240,000

Dealer: Inspiration Marine 
inspirationmarine.co.uk 

AZUREE 46
PRICE: £206,000

A stylish, modern performance cruiser designed 
by Rob Humphreys and built in Turkey where 

skilled labour maintains quality at a good price. 
The result is an impressively polished performer.

azuree.com.tr
craftinsure quote: £ 863.08

SAM’S VERDICT
Needless to say, I was impressed with the 
Dehler. As a performance cruiser, she 
ticks all the boxes. She’s good-looking, 
well-mannered, easy to handle and,  
most importantly, blisteringly quick. 

� e standard of � nish was very high 
and the interior was comfortable, roomy 
and well thought out, if a little stark
for my taste.

� ree di� erent keel depths plus two
rig con� gurations and the option of 

a self-tacking jib mean this is a very 
versatile performer that would be as 
at home out on the racecourse as it 
would be on a lazy family cruise. 

� ere’s nothing revolutionary about 
the Dehler – she just does what she has 
been designed to do extremely well. 

PERFORMANCE: ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
COMFORT: ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
BLUEWATER: ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Insure this yacht with 
Craftinsure from

£1,019.45
Boat insurance at the 

touch of a button

IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE YACHT INSURANCE SPECIALISTS
Dehler 46
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 TITCHMARSH
E S S E X

51°51’.80N     001°15’.50E

GULL’S EYEGULL’S EYE

PYE SANDS
Don’t be tempted to cut 
across on your approach 
without local knowledge

HORSEY ISLAND
‘Swallow Island’ in Arthur 
Ransome’s Secret Water. Time 
tides for crossing the causeway 
(out of frame to the bottom left)

STONE POINT
Popular anchorage with a 
sandy beach. Marks the 
turn from Hamford Water 
into the Walton Channel
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HARBOUR LIGHTS 
RESTAURANT

N

SW

E

MARINA OFFICE

CILL
Minimum depth 1m. Wait on 
inside pontoons or anchor 
at Stone Point and radio 
the marina for advice

WALK ASHORE 
PONTOONS
Recently upgraded and E 
dock can hold 45ft yachts
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O
pen up a copy of 
Arthur Ransome’s 
Secret Water and 
put it next to a 
chart of the Walton 
Backwaters and 

you’ll see an uncanny likeness.
� e author might have changed 

the names of some of the locations 
but this part of the Essex coast was 
the setting for several of his books 
and is a destination for cruisers 
who like leisurely exploring. 

� e backwaters comprise 7,000 
acres of mud� ats, salt marsh and 
creeks (the Maldon salt you may have 
in your kitchen cupboard is harvested 
nearby) and have been designated 
a national nature reserve and 
internationally important wetland.  

As such it’s a wildlife haven – look 
out for seals at Oakley Creek and 
migrating Canada geese coming 
in to roost. � ere’s only one full 
marina in the area – Titchmarsh, at 
Walton-on-the-Naze – but plenty 

Titchmarsh Marina serves a 
marshy area of Essex coast, 
famously the setting of an
Arthur Ransome classic.
By Emma Bamford

51°51’.80N     
001°15’.50E
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Local berth holder
Rod Usher

“I sail a lot
from Walton – 
Titc hmarsh allows 
me to sail at most 
stages of tide - and 
have averaged 
1,000 miles a year 

since Tenar, my Nauticat 321, was 
new in 2002. When crew is
available I sail all year round - there 
is always somewhere sheltered. 
Sailors new to this area would enjoy 

sailing out to Harwich Harbour and 
watching the massive container 
vessels using the deep water
route. There are a great many 
options, including the River Orr, 
Lowestoft, the Crouch or Thames. 
By threading your way through the 
sandbanks it is possible to reach 
Ramsgate in a day, or Dover.
From either, France and Belgium 
beckon, or it is fun to sail round the 
corner to the south coast.”

of sheltered anchoring spots, with 
good holding in the mud. Other 
things to do include taking tea at 
the Naze Tower seamark built in 
1720, fossil-hunting at the Naze 
itself (you are guaranteed to � nd a 
shark’s tooth, says harbourmaster 
Steve Hall), going for a ride on the 
James Stevens, the world’s oldest 
motor lifeboat, enjoying the seaside 
delights of Frinton-on-Sea and, for 
the more active, Walton Pier’s funfair 
or even kiteboarding lessons.

24

NEXT 
MONTH

Nantucket, 
Massachusetts

On sale 24 March
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TITCHMARSH MARINA

M A R I N A  G U I D E
Independently owned, the marina has 420 berths

FACTFILE
TITCHMARSH MARINA

Tide info as for Harwich
Marina office open winter 
0830-1730; mid-June to 
mid-Sep 0800-1900
+44 (0)1255 672185
titchmarshmarina.co.uk 
harbourmaster@
titchmarshmarina.co.uk
VHF Ch 80
Fuel Self-service FAME-free 
diesel (pay in the marina office)
Facilities Toilets and showers;
laundrette; hot drink and 
snack vending machines
Outside Landscaped gardens 
and barbecue areas
Travelifts 35 tonne
Mobile crane 25 tonne
Chandlery, shop and art gallery 
 +44 (0)1255 676 411
Engineer French Marine Motors  
+44 (0)1255  850 303 
frenchmarine.com
Repairs Smooth Finish GRP 
+44 (0)7974 559 223
Fabricator Mr Stainless  
+44 (0)7780 663 803 
sales@mrstainless.co.uk
Restaurant Harbour Lights 
+44 (0)1255  851 887
Sailing school North Sea Yachting 
and Motor Cruising 
 +44 (0)7770 232221 
northseayachting.com
Brokerage Westwater Yacht 
Sales +44 (0)1255  672 500 
westwateryachtsales.com

VISITOR BERTHING CHARGES

Length Daily Weekly

8.01-10m £19 £114
10.01-12m £20 £120
12.01-13m £22 £132
13.01m+ £26 £156
Short stay (Up to three hours) 

£6 first hour, £5 
each hour thereafter

Electricity metered £1 for 7kW

Titchmarsh Marina is an independently 
owned facility that is still run today by 
the Titchmarsh family who started to 
dig out the first basin in the 1960s. 

It’s in a peaceful spot, sheltered from all 
directions. Although its address is Walton-
on-the-Naze it is more than a mile away from 
the nearest village but has lots of facilities and 
services on site. These include a restaurant 
and a well-stocked chandlery that 
is also an art gallery and mini-
supermarket – and there’s even 
second-hand boat gear in one corner.

This is a muddy area and the 
420-berth marina carries out a 
frequent programme of dredging. 
It does cater for deeper-draught, 
larger yachts – there’s a whole 
pontoon that can hold 64 45-footers 
– and even those with bulb keels 
should sink easily into the mud. 
There is a soft mud cill (1m at MLWS) 
at the entrance, so Titchmarsh is not 
accessible by many yachts for an hour 
or so either side of low water. Boats 

can wait to anchor at a pontoon and moorings 
nearby or anchor at Stone Point. 
“If you’re concerned,” says harbourmaster Steve, 
“give me a call on channel 80 and I’ll check the 
tidal gauge here and advise you what to do.”

As well as replacing the walkashore 
pontoons, the marina has also recently 
installed enough solar panels (250kW-
worth) to meet all its electricity needs.

TITCHMARSH
MARINA

T h e  T w i z z l e

footpath

Marina
Entrance

Linear Pontoon

Half Tide Pontoon

Linear Pontoonmoorings

Dinghy Park

Workshop
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The complete service for all
sailing and motor yachts

Fox’s Marina, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP2 8SA
+44 (0) 1473 689111  |  foxs@foxsmarina.com

foxsmarina.com

At Fox’s Marina & Boatyard, our team is a great mix of
experienced cruising/racing sailors and time served engineers
and craftsmen. We understand our customer’s problems and

how to resolve them quickly and cost effectively.

APPROVED
TECHNICAL
CENTRE

Fox's M&B Sailing Today advert (129x99)_Layout 1  11/02/2016  10:25  Page 1

sailing
adventures

for family, friends 
& business

Based on the River Orwell near Ipswich, a full range 
of skippered sailing experiences on Suffolk’s rivers & 
coastlines. Family discounts available.
www.suffolkcoastsailing.co.uk
call 07940 016672

suffolkcoastsailing.co.uk

ads2:ads  06/04/2010  11:58  Page 1

 

 

 

One of the most attractive harbours on the East Coast 
   

Family run, friendly service in the beautiful Walton Backwaters 
 

Full Marina Facilities 
 
 

Annual Berthing Available 
from £84.15 - £269.50 per metre + vat 

10% prompt payment discount available on annual berthing 10% prompt payment discount available on annual berthing 10% prompt payment discount available on annual berthing    
 
 

Special Winter Rates  
(01/10/2016 - 31/03/2017 minimum stay 2 months) 

Ashore £1.80 or Afloat £2.58 per metre/ per week + vat  
 
 

Storage Ashore - Long /Short Term 
 

www.titchmarshmarina.co.ukwww.titchmarshmarina.co.ukwww.titchmarshmarina.co.uk   
 

T: 01255 672 185   F: 01255 851 901  E: info@titchmarshmarina.co.uk  
 
 

 

Titchmarsh Marina (Walton-on-the-Naze) Ltd. 
Coles Lane, Walton-on-the-Naze, Essex  CO14 8SL 
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P L A N N I N G
If you don’t have local 
knowledge, come by 
day, stick to the buoys – 
and beware of Pye Sand

Whether you’re coming south, from 
the Rivers Orwell or Stour, or north, 
from the Thames Estuary, you’ll see 
Pye End safe water mark (RW LFl 
10s) about a mile off the entrance to 
Hamford Water, followed by No 2 red 
buoy (Fl2 R 5s) and then Crab Knoll 
No 3 (Fl G 5s), marking the start 
of the channel. The harbourmaster 
recommends buoy hopping, sticking 
close to the marks and on the 
correct side of them, unless you’re 
local. Cutting across Pye Sand at 
high water is not recommended in 
a strong onshore easterly wind.

If you’ve not been here before, 
you’re advised to come in during 
daylight, rather than at night, as the 
channel is narrow and in some places 
as much as a mile to one side will 
dry out at low tide. Speed limit is 6kt 
or 4kt in the inner creeks and busy 
areas. The Hamford Water channel 
takes you a mile SSW to the Island 
Point north cardinal, which marks 
the point where you turn south at 
Stone Point into the Walton Channel 
down to the marina. Red buoys nos 
10-14 mark the port edge of the 
channel. They are close together to 
make sure you don’t stray off towards 

Stone Point. This area was dredged 
last year and the new positions of the 
green buoys 9 and 11 and red buoys 
14 and 16 were noted by Walton and 
Frinton Yacht Club in April 2015 
(see Titchmarsh marina website 
for the co-ordinates). Also keep 
an eye on the Notices to Mariners 
from Harwich Harbour Authority 
on frequent dredging activity and 
updated resulting soundings. In 
the channel there is a minimum 
depth of 1.0m (based on zero 
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READER 
OFFER
Imray: 2000.4, 

2000 chart pack

East Coast Pilot, 
Jarman, Holness 

and Cooper

Save 20% and free 
P&P in the ST shop 
sailingtoday.co.uk/
shop using discount 
code MARSH4/16

height of tide at Harwich) between 
buoys 9 and 11. There’s a beach 
here and it’s a popular anchorage.
Keep between the moored yachts 
the rest of the way for the deepest 
water. After passing green (unlit) 
starboard marker 13, you’ll continue 
slightly east of south for a mile to 
a second north cardinal. Depth 
along this stretch is at least 2.1m.
After the second cardinal the 
channel, known as the Twizzle, 
loops west and within half a 
mile takes you to the marina.

 l RIGHT
The James Stevens 
offers a traditional 
view of the 
Walton Channel

 l BELOW
The quay at 
Kirby-le-Soken
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C RU I S I N G  G R O U N DS
From the Crouch to the Alde, the east coast is your oyster

East Anglia, and the rivers Orwell 
and Stour, are a very popular sailing 
area of the east coast and yachts 
are well served, with 10,000 berths 
and 16 yacht clubs in the area.

Relive your childhood Swallows 
and Amazons days exploring the 
narrow creeks and small islands. 
A popular anchorage for those 
looking for a picnic, barbecue or a 
toe-dip is just off Stone Point, on the 
eastern side of the Walton Channel.
The nearby rivers of the Stour, Orwell, 
Deben and Alde offer a variety of 
scenery, destinations and anchorages, 
including the beauty spots of Pin Mill, 
Woodbridge, Aldeburgh and Snape. 

USEFUL CONTACTS
Harwich Haven Authority 
+44 (0)1255 240030 hha.co.uk  
Download the guide at  
hha.co.uk/leisure.html
Notices to mariners 
hha.co.uk/library.html
Naze Tower (28 Mar-1 Nov) +44 
(0)1255 852519 nazetower.co.uk
The Ship pub, Kirby-le-Soken 
+44 (0)1255 679149
Walton Pier funfair +44 (0)1255 
672288 waltonpier.co.uk
Suffolk Coast Sailing 
+44 (0)7940 016672
suffolkcoastsailing.co.uk 
Kitesurfing pushkiting.co.uk
James Stevens Lifeboat +44 
(0)1255 861440 fwheritage.co.uk
Walton and Frinton Taxis 
+44 (0)1255 850888; Shore 
Taxis +44 (0)1255 676 887

NEARBY MARINAS
Walton and Frinton YC basin +44 
(0)1255 675873 wfyc.co.uk
Fox’s Marina and Boatyard 
+44 (0)1473 694680 
foxsmarina.com
Woolverstone Marina 
+44 (0)1473 780206 
woolverstonemarina.co.uk
Ipswich Haven Marina 
+44 (0)1473 236644 
ipswichhavenmarina.co.uk
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To the south the rivers of the 
Colne and Crouch offer interesting 
weekend cruising. Maldon in the 
Blackwater Estuary is home to 
many surviving Thames barges.

Finally there’s the North Sea on 
your doorstep, with passages to 
Belgium (Ostend 70nM) or Holland 
(Amsterdam 125nM) on offer.
“Quite a lot of people spend their 
time just exploring around Horsey 
Island,” says harbourmaster Steve 
Hall. “Many of our visitors are from 
the east coast but we get plenty 
from further afield – Belgium, 
Holland, France, Germany. A 
few stay for a couple of weeks.” 

 l ABOVE
The Orwell is yacht 
friendly and accessible 

 l BELOW
Pin Mill is famed as 
a beauty spot and 
boatbuilding centre
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Rutland Windchargers
Your reliable & quiet on board energy supply

Go eco &  
cut your  

fuel costs

Find out more at www.marlec.co.uk
Or call our expert sales team 01536 201588 

email: sales@marlec.co.uk

Manufactured in the UK by Marlec Eng Co Ltd 
Rutland House, Trevithick Road, Corby, NN17 5XY

Over 100,000 windchargers sold since 1979

Titchmarsh Marina, Coles Lane, 

Walton-on-the-Naze, Essex, CO14 8SL

Tel: 01255 672500 

Email: sales@westwateryachtsales.com

Website: www.WestwaterYachtSales.com

UK based dealers
commissioning in 
the UK and the
Mediterranean

Exclusive UK dealers

Providing a friendly and comprehensive 

brokering service - new and used boats, sail

and power - for clients across the country.
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Pilot’s picks

T
he multi-faceted littoral 
of Atlantic Spain has 
Aquitaine forming one 
border and Portugal 
the other. With the 
Cantabrian mountains as 

its backdrop and � ve diverse regions, 
it is one of Europe’s least-sailed but 
most rewarding cruising grounds. 

For several years I had done 
the yearly updates for the RCCPF 
pilot South Biscay but now, with 
a new edition in the o�  ng, it was 

   

0
THE ROYAL CRUISIN

G
 CLUB CRUISES   

0
T

RUISIN
G

CLUBCRUISES

TRIALS  AND 
TRIBUL ATIONS

Steve Pickard tackled the notorious coast of north 
Spain to update the South Biscay pilot guide

necessary to revisit that isolated 
wonder-world that hides beneath 
one of Europe’s longest backbones. 

� e � rst problem was how to get 
there. I live close to the Mediterranean 
in France and when I bought my boat, 
a Westerly Corsair, I fondly imagined 
its 1.5m (4�  11in) draught would 
� oat through the Canal du Midi. � is 
used to be possible but is not, alas, any 
more – anything greater than 1.35m 
(4�  5in) will run into trouble in the 
form of tree trunks, sunken cars or 

good, old fashioned sludge. So the 
only option was the long way round.

Twenty-three days later I tied 
up at La Coruña and re� ected on 
my task. I must examine the entire 
coast from there to the Dordogne. 
I must nose my way into every 
port, bay, river and anchorage. I 
must disregard most of the things I 
read in the pilot or how else would 
I know if what it said was true? 

My � rst mistake was not having 
started from the east. Not for nothing 

 l ABOVE
� e approaches to 
Castro Urdiales are 
marked by its 13th 
century church 
of Santa Maria 
de la Asuncion
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Pilot’s picks

Royal Cruising Club
Most readers will be familiar with the comforting sight 
of the Royal Cruising Club Pilotage Foundation’s 
excellent range of pilot guides. Club members are 
among the world’s unsung cruising heroes, 
researching and writing the guides themselves. 
Sailing Today decided to ask RCC members for their 
favourite far-flung cruising grounds, and this 
occasional series is the result.
rccpf.org.uk

are most of the fishing ports hidden 
on the eastern sides of promontories 
and headlands, the westerly wind 
and incessant swell dictate this 
characteristic and finding them 
while rock-hopping round capes 
can be difficult when they are so coy 
about disclosing their whereabouts.

I left La Coruña on 15 June and 
by the 20th I was a nervous wreck.  
The first day out had been pleasant 
enough, a gentle ramble around the 
rias to arrive at El Ferrol for the night. 
My notebook swelled with new ink 
and juicy facts. Day two had me in and 
out of windswept bays before arriving 
at the bar to Santa Marta de Ortiguera. 
My timing was perfect, HW-1 and 
the directions correct even down to 
the slightly less than 1m above Chart 
Datum on the bar itself. I swept up to 
the town of Santa Marta and found 
a brand new and as yet unchristened 
marina. It remained virgin territory. 
Driven away by the otherwise helpful 
Harbourmaster I found a berth 
on the wall, then dined amid the 
happy villagers in the setting sun. 

Before dawn I was filled with a 
great uneasiness. The wind had come 
in from the southwest and though 
not strong, had a menace about it. 
In minutes I was on deck with the 
engine running, waiting for the 
pre-dawn light to give me an idea of 
where the unlit marker buoys lay. By 
the time I reached the bar the wind 
had freshened, and from the north a 
2m swell crashed on either side of the 
channel. With one eye on the depth 
gauge and the other on the marks I 
worked my way through – seeing at 

one point only 1m under the keel. I 
popped in to nearby Espasante for 
a quick survey where I had some 
difficulty freeing Hobo from the 
harbour wall. In the bay, I reached at 
high speed across to Cariño where 
I dropped into the only (but well 
fendered) berth minutes before a 
gale arrived which then proceeded 
to blow all day. It was only 8am!

Over the next days and weeks 
a pattern emerged. I would study 
what lay ahead before retiring then 
wake with nervous apprehension as 
I thought of the tiny harbours and 
river mouths I must visit that day. 
The rock-infested approaches, the 
receding tides and the endless swell 
that dashed against walls and shoals 
occupied my thoughts over breakfast.

As previously mentioned, finding 
these little holes in the wall was 
the first problem. The second was 
not to be deterred by the swell that 
seemed to carry all the way in. 
Almost invariably the swell would 
disappear as the harbour grew close, 
a testament to the skills of the early 
Spanish fisherfolk. If I still had a 

metre or more under the keel I 
would nose my way in, in several 
cases only to reverse out because of 
the impossibility of turning round 
inside! Some were magic, but I was 
a limp rag by the end of the day 
wherever I finally brought up.

Deirdre, my wife, joined ship in 
Santander and was surprised to find 
me in long trousers. I realised that 
since Cascais near Lisbon, it had 
been too cold to air my extremities! 
For the next two weeks we worked 
our way along the coast to the 
Gironde, this being the end of South 
Biscay and the beginning of the 
RCCPF pilot, Atlantic France. 

Once in Pauillac we hired a car to 
explore the Dordogne and thus wrap 
up the reconnaissance for the revised 
pilot. It was galling to be halfway 
up the Gironde with the overland 
route to the Med so near and yet so 
far, but the lot of the pilot writer is 
not always an easy one. The route 
home was via Brittany, the Channel 
Islands, Cowes and Paris but at least 
my nerves would not be stretched!

 l TOP LEFT
The author’s boat 
is the 36ft (11m) 
Westerly Corsair Hobo

 l TOP RIGHT
Gig rowing in the 
northwest-facing 
harbour of Plentzia 
close to Bilbao
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MIKE OWEN LOOKS AT THE GROWING RANGE OF KIT THAT CAN KEEP 
A DIGITAL EYE ON YOUR BOAT WHEN YOU’RE NOT THERE

REMOTE MONITORING

W
e sail to 
unwind but 
the boat can 
be a worry 
when we’re 
not aboard. Is 

she still where we left her, safe and 
secure? Top fears are batteries, bilges, 
break-in, fire and location. And we 
worry not just when the forecast 
is dire; most sinkings occur on the 
pontoon or the mooring in otherwise 

harmless conditions. Yet the wide 
variety of remote security systems 
available at relatively low cost can 
now provide real peace of mind.  

Those we’re looking at here rely on 
GSM mobile cellular technology and 
GPS for communication between 
vessel and owner/guardian. Function 
setting, arming and disarming are 
managed remotely by web page, 
app or text with alerts and reports 
returning via the same media and 

including email. They are quick, 
convenient and 24/7, with some 
more sophisticated than others. 

All but one of our systems here 
provide geo-fencing: should the 
boat move beyond your chosen 
permitted maximum radius, the 
GPS locator triggers an alert. It is 
handy for anchor drag as well as 
theft or relocation. Most also show 
real-time position and tracking on 
digital maps and satellite imaging.

  Gear  |  Remote boat monitors

APRIL 2016   sailingtoday.co.uk60

*ST228_060REMOTE_MONITORS.indd   60 16/02/2016   15:42



GO FURTHER

SAIL  BETTER

BE INSPIRED

LEFT 
WANTING 

MORE?

*QP Subs.indd   1 16/02/2016   15:13

� ese general monitoring, 
alerts and alarms can cover so 
much: bilge and battery levels, 
the status of the shore power 
connection, intruders. � ey can 
control ancillary equipment such 
as bilge pumps, lights, refrigeration 
and even dehumidi� ers, heaters 
and air conditioning. With your 
parameters pre-set, on/o�  they go.

Extreme? Perhaps not when 
you consider the risk and cost of 
replacing mildew-ruined upholstery 
and cabin linings. � e ability 
to respond to temperature and 
humidity levels aboard just has to 
be good news. You can even get 
outboard and lifera�  protection. 
Some o� er a cable loop linking 
equipment to control box; others an 
independent unit � xed to the engine. 

� e mobile communication that 
underlies the service comes at an 
additional cost, varying by monthly, 
annual or longer subscription. Some 
o� er the option of choosing your 
own pay-as-you-go SIM card, but 
beware: many pre-pay cards time 
out if not used, which can happen if 
the system has no need to alert the 
user and s/he fails to send test texts. 
Beware also of roaming charges and 
poor coverage out of your home area 
– when comparing subscriptions, 
look to � at-fee, global provision with 
no hidden costs, and the strongest 
network coverage. Rates vary.

When it comes to getting help 
with set-up or dealing with system 
problems, you may also want to 
factor in the language and location 
of the manufacturers’ help-desk 
– it’s an international market, 
and the pages that follow cover 
systems from all over Europe and 
the USA. Look to our full table of 
choices on p62 for a summary. 

BoatGuard, Slovenia, from £620

Currently with limited functionality, but 
a robust approach to monitoring battery, 
location and bilge level with pump operation. 
� e pump controller is sensitive to clogging, 
can switch o�  to prevent burn-out and send 
an alert to unlimited di� erent numbers. 
Very simple but e� ective app display can 
map and track your boat position. Extension 
modules, each for up to eight sensors and 
actuators, will be available soon for extra 
functionality including temperature, � re, 
humidity, intruder alarms and air conditioning 
operation. Purchase price includes � rst 
year’s data subscription. A separate Engine 
Guard is available for outboards. 

 l Three-year subscription: £140
 l boatguard.com
 l broomboats.com/marineservices

Boat Command, USA, from 
c£210 ($299)

Developed by boat-owning, serial tech 
entrepreneurs disappointed by high-cost 
market o� erings. Launched in 2014, it has 
a remarkably low price for such a wealth of 
features. Make sure you buy the international 
version. Base price includes card-pack sized 
control unit with internal harness for up to 
20 inputs from own and third-party sensors. 
Very neat interface and app. Interestingly, 
the system hooks straight into ignition to 
give alerts about engine run and vitals. � e 
low cost AT&T SIM is good globally. While 
mapping and tracking position, the unit 
uniquely displays the location of friends 
also using the system and allows data and 
photo exchange. As with most, alerts can 
send to multiple devices/guardians.

 l Monthly subscription: c£9 ($13)
 l boatcommand.com
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BoatWarden, Ireland, from 
c£460 (€595)

� is comes in two versions. � e Standard 
pack has everything needed for battery 
monitoring, location and tracking (uniquely 
with buoyage-marked charts), bilge level and 
pump operation, plus intruder alarm with 
siren and strobe. � e Pro adds in shore power 
monitoring and customisable 30A switching 
for humidi� ers, heating and more. � e system 
has wide-ranging, user-de� ned options. � e 
key fobs are a unique selling point: set them 
via the app, then click before boarding to 
disarm the intruder alarm. Tendering back 
to the boat at night, you can key-fob the 
masthead light on-o� -on to help you � nd it. 

 l  Monthly subscription: c£11.60 (€15).
Annual: c£140 (€180) inc 12+1 months

 l boatwarden.com

C-Pod, Sweden, 
from c£310 
(€399)

Certainly the smartest looking contender in 
terms of hardware design, it seems almost a 
shame to tuck this one away in a cupboard. � e 
‘iStyle’ design has a full range of monitoring 
and alerting, from water level and other boat 
vitals through to intrusion and unauthorised 
boat movement with full GPS geofencing, 
tracking and mapping. Tailored alerts can be 
sent to any of up to 10 di� erent recipients. � e 
active system regularly reports its status to the 
user between alerts using the simple, neat app 
and web interface. It works with some third 
party sensors and relays, while own brand 
sensors and accessories come at additional cost. 

 l  Monthly subscription: c£13.20 (€17). Annual 
c£123 (€159). Two yearly c£231 (€299).

 l c-pod.com

Symbols ● = included in bundle price;  = optional with third-party sensor; £/$/€ purchase currency/option price    

FUNCTION 
SETTING, 

ARMING AND 
DISARMING 

ARE HANDILY 
MANAGED 

REMOTELY BY 
WEB PAGE, APP 
OR TEXT, WITH 
RETURNS ALSO 

BY EMAIL

  Gear  |  Remote boat monitors

TABLE OF KEY FEATURES

BOAT 
COMMAND

BOATGUARD BOATWARDEN 
PRO

C-POD MAXMON 
QUATROPUS-
T4 BUNDLE 

WATCHING 
MAN BASIC

SIREN 
MARINE 
PIXIE

YACHT 
SENTINEL

Base/bundle price from c£210 £620 c£460 c£310 £310 c£465 c£350 £499

Ship's battery status ● ●  ● ● £0-60 ● ● ●

Geofence - boat moving ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

GPS tracking ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

Humidity c£32 ● c£70

Smoke c£32 c£40 c£74

Intruder - motion detector c£28 c£59 c£40 c£67 ● c£66 c£69 £43

Camera ●

Engine temperature c£14 c£66 c£56

Shore power status c£14 ● c£24 ● ● ● c£13 ●

Intruder siren / alarm ● c£67 £10-60 ● c£14 

Temperature - interior c£14 c£24 c£70 ● c£66 ● £21.50

Bilge pump operation ● ● ● ●

Bilge water level c£14 ● ● c£70 ● ● c£19 £22

Security loop - outboard etc c£47 £25-60+

Relays - switching ancillary equipment c£14 2x ● 3x30A ● c£43 ● 2x2A ● 2x ●

Third party sensor capability ● ● ● ● ●

Comms - fl at fee global ● ● ● ● ● ●

Power draw <20mA <2mA <50mA <85mA <50mA <40mA <40mA 
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Watching Man, Spain, 
from c£465 (€599)

� e second of our two wireless systems, 
Watching Man o� ers equally quick � tting, up 
and running in an hour, and this time with 
full GPS geofencing and mapped tracking. 
Again, available in two levels of functionality. 
If you want more alerts than the Basic pack’s 
battery level and loss of shorepower then 
you’ll need the higher-priced Full pack. � is 
brings infra-red motion and hatch-opening 
intruder detection, water-in-bilge, and engine 
temperature warning for unauthorised engine 
use. Up to 15 additional sensors can be 
deployed, but there are no relays for remotely 
operating kit. Watching Man is part of larger 
electronics group Marine Instruments, 
which has 24/7 telephone support.

 l  Annual subscription: c£78 (€100)
First year included in purchase

 l watchingman.com

Watching Man, Spain, 
MaxMon, UK, from £310

Instead of using a remote host server process, 
MaxMon innovatively uses an adapted smart 
phone le�  aboard as the system’s brain. 
Evolved from the creator’s requirement for a 
simple text message alert when his own boat’s 
shore power was interrupted, the system has 
grown to full breadth monitoring and high 
amp switching. � e result is low cost, with 
an inbuilt camera to capture intruders and 
monitor cabin condition. � e shore power 
connection also informs on consumption 
levels to check for squatters. Sensors and 
actuators connect via the 4-port Quatropus 
device. With extensive functionality, and 
an active system, outbound texts signal it is 
operating, which overcomes the potential 
time-out issue on pay-as-you-go SIMs.
PAYG approx. £30 annually.

 l maxmon.co.uk

MaxMon, UK, from £310

Yacht Sentinel, UK, from £499

Yacht Sentinel is British designed, German 
built, and for economy o� ers users two PAYG 
card types: UK and international. UK time-out 
protection is 270 days. A wide array of features 
and alerts apply and the GPS geofencing and 
tracking includes live position mapping. Alerts 
can be sent to three di� erent numbers and the 
app, soon to be relaunched with a friendlier 
interface, features a clever SMS ‘� are’. If there’s 
any trouble, tap a button and a text message 
is shot to nominated recipients. A handy 
addition on top of MMSI. Fully compatible 
with third party sensors and relays up to 50A 
for ancillary operation. To protect outboards 
there’s a separate unit, Sentinel Point. 

 l  PAYG UK: 4p per SMS, alert = 8p
International: from £4.65 (€6) per 15 SMS

 l yacht-sentinel.com

Siren Marine, USA, from c£350

A fully-featured platform, Siren Marine 
o� ers two key stage products: the Pixie 
and upgraded Six Pack. � e latter adds 
� oat and intruder switches and siren to the 
Pixie’s bilge level, pump over-run, geofence, 
anchor drag and ambient temperature; it 
also has three open inputs for other feeds 
and two 2A relays. � ese are handy for 
remotely switching radio or lights when le�  
on and forgotten. With the app properly set 
up, an alert is � red and you can remotely 
shut down. Look for this on others, too. 
From this point you build your own wish list 
of heavier 30A relays and sensors. � e Six Pack 
also includes the � rst year’s GSM subscription.

 l  Monthly subscription: c£12.50 ($18)
Annual c£125 ($180) 

 l sirenmarine.com
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  Practical  | Dinghy surveying

IF IN DOUBT, YOU CAN DROP ANCHOR AND EXPLORE 
IN YOUR TENDER, SAYS NIGEL SHARP 

W
hen cruising, 
particularly in 
farther-flung 
locations, 
you may find 
that your 

charts lack sufficient detail for 
you to feel sure enough to take 
your yacht into an anchorage, 
up a river or through a pass.

Rather than give up and sail 
away, one option is to drop anchor, 
jump into your shallower-draught 
dinghy and survey the area 
yourself, recording the information 

RECCE BY DINGHY

and transferring it back to your 
yacht so that you can continue 
with your plans in confidence.

There are various methods of 
doing this, depending on the 
equipment you have – not least, the 
type of dinghy (see boxout on facing 
page for tips on choosing a dinghy).

You might also use your tender for 
another type of recce – checking out 
a marina berth before motoring in, 
for example, so you are aware of any 
difficulties which might otherwise 
catch you out – or you may simply 
enjoy exploration for its own sake. 

CHECKING THE DEPTH 
There are a number of methods of 
checking the depth of water but all 
require you to travel at slow speeds 
or even come to a stop. Decide in 
advance the minimum clearance 
you are prepared to tolerate under 
your yacht’s keel, for example if your 
draught is 1.8m, your ‘magic number’ 
might be 2.3m. This number will be 
influenced by a number of factors, 
including sea bed composition, sea 
state and even how much you want 
to get to your planned destination. 
You might want to push things to 

 l ABOVE
A dinghy survey can 
help you into that 
perfect anchorage 
when your charts 
let you down
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Magic number of
keel + clearance

Rock/coral

Rock/coral
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Every 10m in
deeper water

Every 2m
as it shallows

Rock/coral
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LW

T o o  s h a l l o w

Echo sounder/lead
line/sounding pole etc.
missed this rock so keep
a visual look out also

Lead line

Power cable height unknown

Sextant Measured height
of buildingxϒ

yϒ

Angle to top of
building

Angle to
power cables

Height of
cables

= Height of building  x
yϒ
xϒ

the limit if it’s soft sand or mud in a 
flat sea and the only good holding 
for miles around, for example.

During your initial approach to 
the area, while there is still plenty 
of depth, take soundings every 10m 
or so. Decrease this to every 2m as 
the water shallows. If it’s a wide area 
like a bay, you can probably assume 
similar depths across the width of 

 l ABOVE RIGHT 
Different types of 
dinghy have different 
benefits when it 
comes to surveying
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it, so take the dinghy in a straight 
line to your intended destination.

When surveying a river, which 
is likely to have shelving sides to 
it, follow a zig-zag course, going 
upstream and towards one bank until 
you reach your limit, then turning. 
If tracking a narrow channel, find a 
depth you are happy with, and follow 
that contour as far as you can.

CHOICE OF DINGHY
When contemplating an 
imminent surveying voyage, 
it is unlikely you will have a 
choice of dinghy to use: you 
will have made that decision 
some time before, at a 
boat show, for instance.

But if you are currently gearing 
up ready for a big bluewater 
cruise and do have a choice, you 
might want to factor any future 
surveying into your decision.
l A fast planing RIB with 
large, tilting outboard is good 
for covering distance both at 
speed and more slowly but will 
have a deeper draught than 
other types. Storage will be an 
issue – you’ll probably need 
davits and an outboard crane.
l A rubber dinghy with a 
soft bottom (and small, tilting 
outboard) will be able to reach 
the shallowest areas, although 
the bottom is vulnerable to 
sharp rocks and coral. The 
most easily stored but slower.
l A rigid GRP or wooden dinghy 
is more fun and easier to row and 
paddle than RIBs and inflatables, 
but, again, difficult to stow. 
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  Practical  | Dinghy surveying

There are various methods 
for surveying: 

1  Visually – if the water is clear 
enough. Particularly useful if 
there are isolated rocks or coral 
protruding from the seabed, 
which other methods might miss. 
For a clearer view, use polarising 
sunglasses, or even swimming 
goggles or a dive mask and dip your 
head in the water occasionally. 

2  With an oar – by pushing it 
vertically down to see if/when it 
touches the seabed. Works when 
surveying ahead for yachts with 
shallower draughts. Otherwise, use 
a longer pole or extend the length 
of the oar by lashing a pole to it, 
or do this at low tide and add the 
predicted tidal rise (if there are 
poor charts for the area, there might 
not be tidal information, either)

3  The lead line. An ever-reliable 
method which has been in use for 
thousands of years. Most have a 
recess in the base into which you can 
apply waterproof grease or tallow, 
so that you can see the composition 
of the seabed when you pull it up 
– valuable information. If using it 
when moving at slow speed, there is 
an easily-learnt technique: throw the 
lead into the water in the direction 
of travel just far enough so that by 

the time the lead has hit the seabed 
you are level with it and have pulled 
the line tight. It doesn’t really matter 
whether the line is marked with 
knots or with pieces of leather tied 
to it, or at what intervals – so long as 
you understand the marking system.

4   A handheld echo sounder. We 
used Force 4’s Handheld Digital 
Echo Sounder but there are others 
on the market. Some work through 
solid hull bottoms (but not through 
a barrier of air) but otherwise they 
need to be held so that they just 
pierce the surface of the water. 
They give an instant digital reading. 
Some models, including the one 
we tried, have a water temperature 
gauge. You might be lucky enough 
to own, or have use of, a tender that 
features an installed echosounder.

WHEN TO SURVEY
Even if you are not doing a visual-
only survey, it still pays to do it 
when you can see what you’re 
doing – it’s standard seamanship 
to keep a good look out.

Bear in mind that looking 
through the water is most effective 
on a sunny day when the sun is at 
its highest and preferably behind 
you, so avoid a couple of hours 
around sunset and sunrise.

If you’re in a tidal area, note the 
time, too, and how long before high 

or low water it is. This information 
will help you if you have to leave the 
anchorage the same way you went in.

In fact, if you are in a tidal area 
and if you have time, the best time 
to survey is at low water, particularly 
if the rise and fall of tide is greater 
than the draught of your yacht.  
It will also help you to see any 
deeper channels in a river bed.
 

1 2

 l BELOW
Garmin hand-
held GPS

 l BOTTOM
Furuno Wassp/Time 
Zero system – yacht’s 
track is in red and 
the tender in yellow. 
Wassp stands for 
wide-angle sub-sea 
profiler. This is how 
the information 
would be displayed 
on the yacht’s plotter
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RECORDING 
INFORMATION  
The different ways of recording 
your survey information for later 
use range from one extreme of the 
technological scale to the other.

At the low-tech end you can 
use a handheld compass to take 
bearings on landmarks to fix your 
position and write down the depths, 
either by sketching them on a chart 
or on a blank piece of paper.

Otherwise, take a handheld 
GPS with you and mark relevant 
waypoints on it as you go, noting 
down the relevant depth for 
each one. Back on board your 
yacht, some systems will allow 
you to transfer the information 
electronically, either by memory 
card or Wi-Fi to a laptop and/or 
plotter (from a Garmin handheld 
GPS by cable to a laptop and then 
via SD card to a Garmin plotter).

But if this isn’t possible, have 
both your chart plotter and your 
handheld GPS by the helm, and 
a crew as spotter on the bow.

At the other end of the scale, you 
can use sophisticated electronics 
such as the Furuno Time Zero 
system, which can map the sea bed 
in three dimensions (although your 
tender will need a transducer the 
size of a shoe box to do so) and then 
send the information via Wi-Fi back 
to the mother ship, where it can 

be displayed on a Furuno plotter 
as a readymade electronic chart.

MARKING A CHANNEL  
I have personal experience of 
having to survey a river channel in 
my dinghy. I was exploring a river in 
Cornwall in my Folkboat Orzel, 
while enjoying the challenge of 
trying to identify an unmarked 
meandering channel – until we 

3 4

found ourselves  aground on a 
falling tide. We needed to ensure 
Orzel and the motorboat helping 
us get off would find the channel to 
get out of the river in the dark once 
we floated (or we could have been 
stuck for 10 days!). Our solution 
was to use the dinghy to mark the 
channel with bamboo sticks and 
balloons during daylight at low 
tide when it was clearly visible. 
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Surveying for mast clearance
I was cruising in the Andaman Islands, writes Emma Bamford, when we came to a 
pass with overhead power cables. Their height was not marked on the charts and we 
could find no information, so were unsure if our mast would pass safely under.

The skipper, Tyrone Currie, went ashore and used a tape to measure the height of a small 
building near the pylons supporting the cables. He returned to the yacht and used the sextant to 
take an angle on the top of the building and then an angle to where the cables met the pylon and 
used the ratio between these to calculate the height of the cables. “There was some inaccuracy 
because you should be comparing curves rather than verticals but as we were a fair distance 
away it was minimal,” he said. We also had to allow for sag in the line. We passed under fine.

Magic number of
keel + clearance

Rock/Coral

Rock/Coral

10m 2m 2m 2m 2m 2m

Every 10m in
deeper water

Every 2m
as it shallows

Rock/Coral

HW

LW

To o  S h a l l o w

Echo sounder/lead
line/sounding pole etc.
missed this rock so keep
a visual look out also

Lead line

Power cable height unknown

Sextant Measured height
of buildingxϒ

yϒ

Angle to top of
building

Angle to
power cables

Height of
cables

= Height of building  x
yϒ
xϒ
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  Launched

THE BEST NEW GEAR AFLOAT

LAUNCHED

Seasafe danbuoy

Now even lighter and more compact, 
the Seasafe danbuoy comes packed 
in a small valise with a throwing handle 
for instant deployment. It infl ates 
automatically on hitting the water and 
stands 2m proud of the surface with a 
light that is visible from up to 1nM away. 
New webbing loops allow the MOB to 
put their arms around the danbuoy for 
support. Ideal for shorthanded cruising.

 l £180 + bracket, £42

 l seasafe.co.uk

CUPS 4.0 anemometer

This Spanish system is a wireless, 
Bluetooth wind meter that you can 
mount anywhere on board – from 
the masthead to the stern gantry. 
Using low-energy Bluetooth 4.0, a 
small integrated solar cell is enough 
to keep the unit going day and night. 
It is designed to send its NMEA 
0183-standard wind data to a tablet 
or mobile phone. A range of mounts 
makes it easy to install, while a 
tiny NMEA Connect device (c£140 
extra) will feed the data directly 
into your existing chartplotter.

 l c£445 (€572)

 l calypsoinstruments.com

Splash-25 watermaker

Spain’s Eco-Sistems has launched 
a smaller watermaker ideal for 
cruising yachts. The energy recovery 
unit means that the watermaker 
consumes 16A of power in a 12V 
system to produce 25lt of fresh 
water per hour. There are no 
high-pressure lines to connect 
and no electronic components – 
unless you opt for the auto fl ush 
mechanism. The maker claims it 
is quiet and without vibration.

 l £3,594 + auto fl ush, £398

 l eco-sistems.com
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Rolly Tasker sails

VERDICT: ★ ★ ★ ★   

When sailmaker Rolly Tasker 
set up a sales o�  ce in the 
UK three years ago, we were keen to check out their wares, which are 
assembled in a huge state-of-the-art loft in Thailand. Though well-
known Down Under, the brand was less familiar to UK sailors. 

Our early impressions of a new suit of sales on Jon Spencer’s Frances 
34 were favourable, as detailed in ST211, where we noted the triple stitched 
seams and the well reinforced loading points. A year and 1,500nM on and Jon 
is still emphatic that his new main, yankee and staysail have added about 
a knot of speed to the boat. The stitching looks una� ected by the year’s 
cruising, while the sails have kept their shape – at least to the naked eye.

“The only problem I’ve identifi ed,” says Jon, “is that the telltales get 
wrapped around the batten pockets.” I think we all have that, don’t we?

 l rollytaskersails.co.uk

ON TEST

Garmin GPS 73

A new low-cost marine handheld ideal as a back-up 
to your main chart plotter, or for dinghy navigation. 
It’s packed with marine-specifi c features such 
as man overboard (MOB), marine alarms, route 
planning and navigation. New SailAssist has also 
been added, o� ering sailing-inspired features like 
virtual starting line, race countdown times, distance 
to start line, speed history graph and tack assist.

 l £130

 l garmin.com

Rokk Mini mount

Totnes-based Scanstrut has launched 
a brand-new mount designed to 
accommodate smart phones, tablets 
and action cams. The Mini has a unique 
adjustable cylinder body which can 
be paired with four di� erent types of 
base plate for rail mounting, screw 
fi xing, glueing or cable-tying to your 
boat. A choice of clamps securely 
grips your device. Useful for iPad 
chart navigation or fi lming the action 
as you surf down following seas.

 l from £50

 l scanstrut.com  

Plastimo SL180 lifejacket

New at METS last year, this Plastimo waistcoat-style 
lifejacket is rated 150N (but gives 180N buoyancy). 
It has a soft mesh neckline with foam-padded back 
panel, retro-refl ective stripe and uses an automatic 
infl ator. The built-in harness has a pocket for PLB or 
other accessories. Looks comfy, modern and at a 
reasonable price. Also available with Hammar infl ator.

 l from £120

 l plastimo.com

Outils Océans winch 
handle bag

It’s a small thing, the winch handle 
bag, but important. It keeps your 
winch handle ready at hand, without 
the risk of leaving it in the winch 
itself, or sliding about in the cockpit. 
We all know the standard soft PVC 
pocket – this is far more elegant in 
sti�  grey or white cloth. Particularly 
good is the choice of left- or 
right-hand orientation – or both.

 l c£21.20 (€27.20)
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SHORTLIST

  Gear  |  Barometers

BULKHEAD BAROMETERS

MORE 
SHORTLISTS

We keep this list and 
others like it bang 

up-to-date online at 
sailingtoday.co.uk

Weems & Plath 
Endurance II 135

This light, strong, durable 
barometer di� ers from many 
of its rivals as it measures 
atmospheric pressures 
mechanically without the 
use of liquids. This is a high 
quality product that boasts 
a lifetime guarantee on 
fi nish and movement.  

 l Price: £125

 l weems-plath.com

Nauticalia Fleet 
Admiral barometer

Sitting right at the top 
of Nauticalia’s range of 
barometers is the rather 
grandly titled Fleet Admiral 
Barometer. It features a
simple yet elegant design 
that also features a 
thermometer built into 
the bottom of the dial.

 l Price: £229 

 l nauticalia.com

FCC Precision brass 
barometer

With its black face and
highly polished and 
lacquered brass casing, the 
FCC precision barometer 
o� ers a distinct style all 
of its own. The barometer 
is also available with 
a matching clock. 

 l Price: £127

 l fccprecision.co.uk

Plastimo 4.5in 
chrome barometer

Packaged in a stylish and 
contemporary chrome
housing, the Plastimo 
barometer features a 
sensitive aneroid barometer. 
There are three pre-drilled 
holes for securing the 
device to your bulkhead. 

 l Price: £117

 l plastimo.com

Wempe Ski�  
barometer

German instrument maker 
Wempe started out in the 
business supplying high 
precision chronometers and 
watches way back in 1905. 
Its products became fi rm 
favourites with generations 
of seafarers and the Ski�  
barometer lives up to that 
reputation handsomely. It 
is available with both brass 
and chrome-plated fi nish. 

 l Price: £153

 l chronometerwerke-
maritim.de

Barigo 1185 
barometer

Barigo has its origins in southern 
Germany’s Black Forest. The 
company eschewed gateau 
for bateau, and is now a leading 
supplier of marine barometers. 
This mid-priced instrument 
has a classic design and can be 
purchased as a set including 
clock and thermometer.

 l Price: £115

 l barigo.de

Schatz Royal 
barometer

Schatz has made nautical 
instruments since 1881, so it 
evidently knows its stu� . The 
Royal barometer doubles as a 
thermometer and is beautifully 
put together, with stove-
lacquered, solid brass cases or 
with thick glass ports, secured 
by brass scuttle clamps. 

 l Price: £199.99

 l schatzclock.com

Meridian Zero 
Channel barometer

This solid brass barometer is 
also available in an anodised 
chrome fi nish which sets it apart 
somewhat. The barometer 
is available individually or as 
part of a set that includes a 
tide clock, normal clock and 
thermometer/hygrometer.  

 l Price: £75

 l meridianzero.co.uk
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Valid until 31st March 2016 only

02392 219 433
marinesuperstore.com

Port Solent • Chichester

OUR CUSTOMERS RATE US AS EXCELLENT 9.6!

RRP £92.00
£74.95

RRP £99.95
£59.95

RRP £126.00
£89.95

RRP £109.95
£89.95

033 Shogun Antifouling 2.5L

Tiger Xtra Antifouling 2.5L

Micron Extra 2 2.5L Trilux 33 2.5L

RRP £112.50
£69.95

Hard Racing Antifouling 2.5L

RRP £133.00
£94.95

Interspeed Ultra 2.5L

EU 3L 
ONLY £69.95!
RRP £99.95

Cruiser 
UNO 

033 Shogun Antifouling 2.5L033 Shogun Antifouling 2.5L

3636 Apr MSS ST 300x230 FP.indd   1 29/01/2016   17:20



Join us in 2016 as we celebrate 
20 years of the Clipper 60
> Iceland
> St. Kilda
> Atlantic Crossing
> Milebuilers
> Clipper Race Visit
> Hebrides Cruise
> Yacht Club Events
> Corporate Cruises
> Scottish Series
> West Highland Week

book online www.clydechallenger.co.uk/events www.clydechallenger.co.uk/events @ClydeChallenger     
ClydeChallenger

Sail Scotland's West Coast and 
Beyond on our Clipper 60 

MARINE BREAKDOWN
ASSISTANCE
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CRUISING CHANNELS 
SHOW POTENTIAL
Cruising and video aren’t natural bedfellows 
– long shots of a lone yacht on one tack for 
three minutes is not really the most 
dynamic of video content.

But there are some gems among the 
200-plus videos on the website 
sailingcruisingscotland.tv.

The web TV page, which receives up to 
5,000 hits a day, has been set up by Kenny 
McVey, who also runs a busy Facebook 
page of the same name.

There are seven channels, covering 
videos shot in Scotland and wider sailing 
interest. Channel 3 is boat maintenance 
fi lms, for example, and 7 is documentaries.

The mainly amateur videos shot in 
Scotland vary in quality and interest, but 
the country’s natural beauty – and blissfully 
empty waters – shine through and it’s a 
good way of assessing an area for a future 
cruise, especially on channel 5: Scotland’s 
marinas, harbours and anchorages. EB

Verdict: The majority is a bit of light 
entertainment on your tea break and the 
documentaries and instructional sections 
have the potential to grow.

 l sailingcruisingscotland.tv

Pilot with added colour

The fourth instalment of Dag Pike’s Hidden Harbours 
series, Southwest Scotland covers one of the most 
spectacular cruising areas in the world, starting from 
Port Logan in the south and moving northwards to 
Lerags on Loch Feochan in the Firth of Lorn, near Mull.

Each of the 36 harbours gets two pages and 
includes a short history, information on the facilities, 
contact details for harbourmasters, locator maps and 
satellite photos, as well as pictures snapped by Dag.

A cross between a pilot and a co� ee table book 
with an easy at-a-glance format that could help you 
pick stop-overs on a southwest Scotland cruise.

Other books in the series are Hidden Harbours of 
Northwest England, Southwest Britain and Wales. EB

Verdict: Gets a fi ve-star review on 
Amazon but the reviewer points 
out ‘a note for the publisher – the 
spine has the wrong title on it’! 
Stickers at the ready... 

 l imray.com

 l £9.95

TIME OUT
OUR PICK OF THE BEST NEW BUNKSIDE 

READING, FILM AND SMARTPHONE APPS

The weather on feed

Here’s a nifty idea for weather 
data on the go from 
meteoexploration.com.

When you subscribe to one 
of its feeds for c£9 per month, 
you can request unlimited 
weather data by text anywhere 
in the world. It iuses the US Global Forecast System (GFS), 
which users of Grib fi les will recognise, providing wind 
speed and direction up to 72 hours ahead. GFS is based on 
computer modelling on a grid of 0.25 degrees – roughly 
equivalent to 28km at the Equator. Simply text your query 
in a precise format (27 56 N 22 40 W, for example, would 
give you west of the Canary Islands), via satellite or mobile 
phone and you’ll receive a list showing wind speed, 
direction, gust strength, pressure, temperature, wave 
height and the location of the nearest low pressure. SF

Verdict: There are plenty of free Grib services, but they only 
work using expensive satphone data services. It is cheap 
to send and often free to receive SMS this way, making this 
a cheaper alternative. Could be useful in a scrape.

Books & apps

NOTICE TO 
MARINERS:
Updates to books 
and charts now 
available

 l Sailing Today’s 
columnist’s account 
of setting out alone 
for Cape Horn, on a 
voyage he dreamed 
he would have done 
with his late son. 
Now available in 
paperback. £8.99, 
bloomsbury.com

l Sailing Today’s

 l Imray 2300 
Dorset and Devon 
Coasts chart pack. 
Updates with latest-
known surveys and 
depths, new plan 
of Chapman’s Pool. 
£39.50, imray.com

 l  Italian Waters 
Pilot, 9th edition, Rod 
and Lucinda Heikell. 
Overhauled text, 
plans and photos 
with new detail on 
marinas.
£37.50, imray.com

l Italian Waters 

l Imray 2300 
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A
t the heart of 
sailmaking is the 
problem of creating 
a three-dimensional 
shape from two-
dimensional fabric. 

The tried and trusted method is 
to fasten a curved edge against 
a straight (or differently curved) 
one, keeping the same overlap 
along the seam. When fastened 
like this, the panels force each 
other into a three-dimensional 
shape. More recently, a method 
has been developed of thermo-
moulding a single piece of flexible 
sailcloth into the required shape. 

The next problem is that the sail 
needs to change shape; even small 
changes in windspeed require subtle 
alterations in the shape of the sail. 
This is where stretch comes in. 
Too much stretch is bad, since it 

CRUISING SAILCLOTH 

it in. The explanation lies in the way 
the cloth is woven from straighter 
threads (usually the warp) and cross 
threads (weft), which must pass under 
and over them. If you pull the finished 
cloth along the line of the straight 
threads it will stretch very little. But 
if you pull it along the threads that 
are woven, they will straighten a little 
and so allow the cloth to stretch. If 
you pulled it at 45 degrees to either 
threadline, it would stretch even more. 
(See illustration on facing page.)

Cloth manufacturers like 
Crusader, Challenge, Bainbridge 
and Dimension-Polyant can change 
which threads are held straightest 
when they weave the cloth. This 
allows them to produce cloth with 
specific stretch properties that a 
sailmaker can then use in the sail 
design. These properties can be 
altered even further by changing 

forces sails out of shape, but some 
is inevitable, and so the sailmaker 
must work with it to allow you to 
achieve the different sail shapes 
through sail trim. Understanding 
and working with the stretch 
characteristics of the sailcloth is 
central to getting a good sail. 

Since loads radiate out of the 
sail’s corners, bi- (mainsail) and 
tri-radial (headsail/spinnaker) sails 
have evolved with panels that match 
the direction of loading. The result 
is a much smoother sail, less prone 
to distortion, which can be built 
more lightly for the same strength 
– but it will take longer to design 
and manufacture and costs more. 

Traditionally, cruising sails were 
always made with woven cloth, and 
any woven material has a fundamental 
property: it stretches differently 
depending on the direction you pull 

 l ABOVE
Understanding 
the properties of 
sailcloth is key to the 
sailmaker’s craft

MARK CHISNELL DEMYSTIFIES THE CHOICES WHEN IT COMES TO ORDERING A NEW SUIT OF SAILS
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the weight of the threads in the two 
directions. What can’t be changed 
significantly through weaving 
techniques is the resistance to stretch 
at 45 degrees to both threadlines.

This led to two developments 
in sailcloth, the first of which was 
resin-finishing the cloth to hold the 
weave together and significantly 
enhance the threads’ ability to resist 
stretch. This idea was taken a step 
further when the whole material was 
laminated in a Mylar plastic film.

WOVEN POLYESTER
The main modern cruising sailcloth 
for upwind sails is woven polyester. 
This is often known as Dacron, 

which is in fact a trade name of 
DuPont. It can be finished in two 
ways: impregnated or coated with 
melamine. Treating the fibres leads 
to a soft and manageable cloth that 
wears well, but doesn’t have much 
resistance to stretch. The melamine 
adds to the stretch resistance, but it 
breaks down with use, and its ability 
to resist stretch breaks down with 
it. In general, the higher the quality 
of cloth, the more tightly woven it 
is and the higher the yarn count.

“Thirty years ago cruising Dacron 
cloth was virtually all one standard: 
a tight weave and soft finish, but 
now in our competitive world there 
are many to choose from,” said 
Jeremy White from Elvstrøm Sails.

Chris Jeckells, MD of Jeckells 
Sails in Norfolk warned: “Resin 
is brittle and will break down, 
leaving what’s underneath, and with 
inferior cloth it is a loosely woven 
sail fabric that will lose its shape 
and deteriorate very quickly. It is 
essential to have some level of resin 
but generally lower resin coupled 
with a tighter weave and more fibres 
offers a much better sail material.”

LAMINATES
Various synthetic fibres are 
laminated between two Mylar films 
in a manufacturing process that can 
involve high pressure and heat. As 
with the melamine finish, the Mylar 
laminate reduces the amount of 
stretch due to the weave. The film 
helps stop the interlocking fibres 
moving and straightening under 
load. But the Mylar film is more 
vulnerable to being cracked when 
the sail is flogged or trodden on, so 

Woven cloth weight
Sailcloth weight may look 
complex, but Chris Jeckells says 
the rule of thumb is simple: find 
the luff length of the sail (in ft), 
divide by four and you have the 
measurement in US oz/yd. This 
holds for jibs and mains. For long-
term offshore cruising, you might 
want to think about increasing 
the weight for added durability.

Boat LOA US oz Metric

24-30ft: 6.5oz (279g/m2)

30-35ft: 7.5oz (322g/m2)

35-40ft: 8.5oz (361g/m2)

40-45ft: 9.5oz (407g/m2)

45-50ft: 10.5oz (452g/m2)

50-55ft: 11.5oz (492g/m2)

Note: This sailmaker’s ‘yard’ is in fact a 
piece of cloth 28.5in wide by 36in long.

1

Radial-cut main, with 
forces concentrated 
at the head and clew

2

Standard 
panel-cut main

3

Tri-radial jib leads 
forces from the head, 
tack and clew 

1 2 3

AT REST STRETCHED
Warp No stretch

Weft flattens 
and lengthens

Weft

M
IK

E
 JO

N
ES

/W
AT

ER
LI

N
E

 M
ED

IA
 

sailingtoday.co.uk   APRIL 2016 75

*ST228_74_Sail_cloth.indd   75 16/02/2016   14:04



“world class sails,

 local loft service”

info@solosails.com

www.solosails.com

01736 366004

Photo Credit : the ROBIN PRICE studio
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ALSO AVAILABLE FROM YACHTING SOFTWARE LTD...
Your onboard navigator www.pcplotter.comPCPLOTTER

Distributed by Navionics UK    *using a suitable GPS

 Save your Navionics chart 
to your PC, plan a trip and 

see your progress
 

Enjoy a FREE 10 day NavigationPLANNER trial
Download at www.navigationplanner.com/MET101

Use the chart tidal data
See your course to steer and optimum departure time

Save your routes Upload them to your plotter

Download weather View forecast conditions

View SonarChart™ - high resolution contours
Mark and save your favourite fishing and diving spots

NEW
Now with position view*

Fellowship Afloat, serving a variety of groups
in a unique and lively Christian residential
outdoor centre, seeks to appoint a

You’ll need to have proven leadership skills
and be an effective team member; RYA
Powerboat Instructor and GNAS Archery
leader an advantage. Start as soon as
possible.

Details from: Andrew Eastham, CEO,
Fellowship Afloat Charitable Trust,
The Sail Lofts, Woodrolfe Road, Tollesbury,
Essex, CM9 8SE. Tel: 01621 868113. email:
andrew.eastham@fact.org.uk

www.fact.org.uk | Reg. charity No. 1059143

There is a genuine occupational requirement that individuals have a personal Christian faith.

APRIL 2016   sailingtoday.co.uk76

076_ST_0416_.indd   76 17/02/2016   12:58

mailto:info@solosails.com
http://www.solosails.com
mailto:andrew.eastham@fact.org.uk
http://www.fact.org.uk
http://www.navigationplanner.com/MET101
http://www.pcplotter.com


 Technical | Sails

while it provides a stable, strong and 
light cloth, its ultimate durability is 
limited compared to woven Dacron. 

Some sailmakers say that they 
can offer a new generation of more 
resilient laminates that will stand up 
better to typical cruising demands. 
Elvstrøm has just launched a new 
lighter GLP version of its EPEX 
laminate which contains polyester 
fibres. Based on Dimension-Polyant’s 
Lite Skin technology, Penzance-based 
Solo Sails says the key is, “a fine 
scrim yarn that is added either inside 
or outside the laminate and slows 
the film’s degradation over time”. 

FIBRES OF CHOICE
Dacron (polyester) remains the fibre 
of choice for cruising sails because 
of its low cost and high resistance 
to wear from handling, saltwater 
and sunlight. Other fibres provide 
greater strength or less stretch, but 
are less durable. We can include all 
the aramid fibres (nylon) in this 
category, which you will see under 
the brand names Kevlar, Twaron 
and Technora. Even more exotic are 
the liquid crystal polymers such as 
Vectran and Zylon or PBO. They 
are also more expensive and fragile, 
but provide racing sailors with the 
resistance to stretch that they need.

The exception to all these costly 
exotic materials is Spectra or 
Dyneema – which is the same 

(polyethylene) fibre from different 
manufacturers. Their resistance to 
both sunlight and rough handling 
makes them a good, durable 
option for cruising sails. Their 
only limitation is a tendency to 
‘creep’ under high loads and with 
time – that is to deform and not 
return to the original shape. 

PUTTING IT ALL 
TOGETHER
Matt Atkins at Kemp Sails in 
Wareham said: “Sails are remarkably 
technical items and as yacht 
equipment varies so greatly, trying to 
choose a supplier that will actually be 
directly involved in the construction 
of the sail and match the best 
specification and fittings together, 
will ensure that you are more likely 
to get the ideal cruising sail. 

The UK’s best known sailmakers 
almost invariably offer the traditional 
option of a woven Dacron cloth 
built with panelled constructions – 
the staple choice of cruising sailors 
for many decades. Paul Lees of 
Crusader Sails in Poole said: “The 
secret to cutting a good sail lies with 
the choice of the most appropriate 
cloth… some material is designed 
with extreme fill orientation (less 
stretch across the roll) and is best 
suited to high aspect ratio sails 
(tall and narrow). Some square 
constructions are suited to low 

Spinnaker cloth
Spinnaker cloth is a woven, finished material just like 
the Dacron in upwind sails. It is generally made of 
nylon – though polyester is stronger and more stable, 
this lack of ‘give’ means it is not so good at the kind of 
shock-loading involved in spinnaker flying. Nylon is a 
much more forgiving spinnaker cloth. It has a high tear 
strength combined with a soft finish, and is better able 
to withstand shock loads when set and trimmed. 

aspect ratio sails (equal stretch 
in both directions, for example 
short-luff, long-footed sails) and 
some warp orientated (less stretch 
along the roll) cloth is specifically 
designed for radial cuts.” 

Next up is an idea of whether the 
sail is to be used for Solent racing, 
Channel hopping or extended 
bluewater cruising, according to 
John Yates, MD of Rolly Tasker Sails 
UK. “We can then turn our mind 
to construction details such as cut 
(cross-cut or radial); choice of fabric, 
and detail such as single, double, or 
triple seams; clew, tack, head and 
reef reinforcements; leather overlay 
at clew, tack, head and reefing chafe 
points and so on. The key objective 
is to give you the sail you need while 
ensuring that you are not paying 
for features that you don’t need.”

Many sailmakers provide cruising 
options with newer technologies, like 
laminated sailcloth. Care needs to be 
taken when using them, especially 
if you intend to sail short-handed 
and can’t always respond quickly to 
wind increases by shortening sail. 
Overloading these sails, treading on 
them or flogging them will shorten 
their lifespan. Andrew Woodbridge 
at Hyde Sails said: “There is a 
place for high-tech cloths, but for 
cruising, I’d stick to woven materials, 
because they are more rugged.”

All the same, if you want the extra 
performance, there are three 

 l ABOVE
M3 technology 
from OneSails, 
clearly showing the 
continuous Twaron 
yarns which carry 
the loads in the sail. 
They are sandwiched 
between layers of 
Mylar, fused together 
without the need for 
the resin which can 
cause delamination

 l BELOW
Rolly Tasker’s sail 
loft in Phuket covers 
a huge 100,000sq ft
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•   Quality engineering

•   Innovative design

•   Competitive pricing

•   Guaranteed compatibility

•   Unrivalled warranty

SYSTEMS SOLUTION
The

•   Guaranteed compatibility•   Guaranteed compatibility

different types of laminated cloth. 
The first is built to a conventional 
panelled construction using rolls 
of standard laminated sailcloth. 
The next step up in complexity is 
to customise the construction of 
the cloth for the particular sail. 
This process centres around the 
idea of calculating (using computer 
software) the force and direction 
of the loads in each area of the sail. 
The sailmaker then designs a fibre 
layout to resist and optimise the sail’s 
performance under those loads.

The sail is built by laying out the 
fibres over a series of cross-cut Mylar 
film panels, before laminating and 
sealing them in place with a second 
layer of Mylar. The Mylar films 
give the sail its shape (just as they 
would in a traditional construction), 
while the fibres give it strength. One 
important difference is whether the 

Top tips
 l Ask the sailmaker to name the cloth factored into 

their quote and look it up online. If you can’t find 
it, the chances are it is a low-quality cloth.

 l Don’t go for the biggest headsail you can fit, as 
you’ll find you’re always reefing it, compromising 
the shape and the life of the sail

 l Spec at least two rows of sewn seams (a third for offshore)
 l Thread should be UV-treated for quality, and consider 

a colour thread so you can spot thread failure early
 l Avoid fabrics with lower-tenacity, looser-weave yarns using 

resin to make up the weight and keep dimensional stability

Battens
Adding battens to a sail is a 
reinforcement for the cloth. 
Intelligently-placed and carefully 
engineered battens will help the 
sail hold its shape, and resist 
the flogging that breaks down 
the cloth. The improvement 
in durability and performance 
is offset by increases in cost 
and the weight of the sail.

fibres run continuously the length of 
the sail, or break at each individual 
panel; the former system is superior. 
It’s more expensive than a traditional 
panelled polyester sail, but there’s a 
performance gain to be had here.

UK Sailmakers uses this system 
in its X-Drive and Tape-Drive 
construction systems. OneSails’ 
4T Forte, M3, Vektor and Vantage 
products are other examples, so is 
the Elvstrøm Sails EPEX technology, 
and as Jeremy White from Elvstrøm’s 
Hamble loft said: “The more you 
spend, the lighter and more stretch-
resistant I can make your sail.” 

The final variation on this theme 
is a form of thermo-moulding. This 
system was first developed by North 
Sails over 25 years ago and is called 
3DL. The construction process is 
similar to the custom laminated 
sails above, but with one important 
difference: Mylar panels are still 
shaped to a traditional cross-cut 
pattern, but in 3DL they are laid 
over a full-size, three-dimensional 
mould before the continuous 
fibres are laid. The second Mylar 
laminate layer is put down on 
top, and the whole lot is then heat 
treated to mould it to shape. 

The more recent innovation is the 
3Di sail, which is constructed from 
layers of fibre tape stuck together 
and each following the path of a 
specific load (like head to clew), 
before the whole lot is moulded to 
shape – so no laminate. Each of the 
boats in the recent Volvo Ocean 
Race used these mainsails for their 
lap of the planet. North UK’s Jeremy 
Robinson said: “The new 3Di sails 
give us the opportunity to provide 
high-tech fibre sails with the same 

kind of durability as our traditional, 
woven cloth, panelled cruising sails.”

All the leading sailmakers had the 
same warning, put most succinctly 
by Ian Brown from OneSails GBR: 
“Owners should guard against 
buying simply on price. Understand 
what the differences are between 
one sailmaker and the next and if 
you still want to buy the cheapest 
at least you have made an informed 
decision.” Caveat emptor, as always.

 l ABOVE
The various layers 
that go into a 3DL sail 
from North Sails are 
shaped on a dynamic 
mould that uses 2,800 
actuators to form any 
sail shape required

Top film

Gatorback scrim

3DL yarn structure

Base film

Mould
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E enquiries@rollytaskersails.co.uk

T +44 2380 457 976

A w a r d  w i n n i n g  B e a r i n g  E n c a s e d *

*

01372 451992
www.speedseal .com

Upgrade
k i t s  ava i l a b l e

RUN-DRY

now on military, 
rescue & lifeboats

Electrical components, 
parts and accessories for 
all your boat wiring needs
• Full range of UK-made tinned copper cable
• Connectors, terminals, fuseboxes, busbars, switches
• Battery management products
• Interior and exterior LED lighting
• Web & phone orders – fast delivery
• Trade enquiries welcome

Full range

available

www.12voltplanet.co.uk
Tel: 01865 236446   Email: sales@12voltplanet.co.uk
      facebook.com/12voltplanet       twitter.com/12voltplanet

Unit E4 Fort Wallington, Fareham, PO16 8TT                 01329 232360    

sales@vitessemarine.co.uk       www.vitessemarine.co.uk/kiwigrip

Traction Made Beautiful...
The High-Performance Non-skid Deck Coating.
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YACHT DESIGNER NEAL PAWSON WEIGHS UP KEEL DESIGNS 
IN PART TWO OF OUR TECHNICAL SERIES

2. THE KEEL

Y
acht keels have 
two vital jobs. The 
main one is to 
provide resistance 
to lateral movement, 
preventing the 

vessel from being blown sideways; 
without it, there is no sailing against 
the wind, just blowing downwind 
like a raft. The keel’s secondary 
function is what sets yachts apart 
from dinghies and prevents us from 
being unceremoniously dumped in 
the water when we are caught out 
by a gust: it provides stability by 
placing ballast low down. This has 
progressed from being a collection 
of internal stones in the bilge to 
an iron shoe on the outside of 
the keel and further to fin keels 
and a lead bulb on the bottom 
of a fin. The keel was originally 
part of the hull but as sailors have 
sought greater efficiency they have 
morphed in to separate entities 
often attached only minimally 
to the hull. (See ‘evolution of the 
keel’ illustration on facing page.)

The traditional long keel stretching 
the length of the boat keeps the vessel 
tracking well, but there is a large 
amount of surface area in contact 
with the water, causing drag, and it 
isn’t efficient in counteracting leeway 
when heading upwind. Designers 
soon started to cut away at the front 
and back of the keels to reduce the 

Righting moment 
Righting moment is the force 
generated to right a vessel 
when heeled and is a function 
of the distance between 
the centre of buoyancy 
(CoB) and centre of gravity 
(CoG), and the weight of the 
vessel acting at the CoG.

This changes with the heel 
angle of the boat and the 
figures generate a graph - a 
curve of static stability. The 

peak is the point of maximum 
righting moment. The angle 
of vanishing stability (AVS) is 
where the distance between 
the CoG and CoB is zero: they 
are in line and any further 
heel results in a capsizing 
moment that will start turning 
the boat upside down. 

The righting moment can 
be increased by extending the 
distance (arm) between the 

CoG and CoB - for example, 
by moving the keel ballast 
lower with a deeper keel 
or making the hull wider. 

A light, beamy boat with 
bilge ballast and a centreboard 
and a deep draft heavy yacht 
can be equally stable, but the 
AVS will be greater for the 
deep, heavy yacht, which 
is more likely to recover 
from a knock down.
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more skittish and require more 
attention on the helm. They also 
need a certain amount of way on to 
‘bite’ the water and stop the yacht 
going sideways. Such bulb-keeled 
boats also find themselves more 
and more restricted in the choice of 
moorings and harbours they can get 
into because of their deep draughts.

INTERIOR CHALLENGE
Lifting keels avoid such problems 
by pivoting or vertically retracting 
into the hull of the boat. Some carry 
minimal ballast in the keel with the 
majority being placed in a shoe on the 
bottom of the hull, while others still 
perform both functions. Jeanneau’s 
Sun Odyssey 349 is offered with this 
option. Retracted they can provide 

friction and they steadily developed 
from long and shallow to short 
and deep ‘fin’ keels separate from 
the rudder. As the aspect ratio got 
higher (keels getting deeper and 
masts higher) it became harder and 
harder to fit the required amount 
of ballast in the fin itself. Twinned 
with the desire to have the ballast 
as low as possible for maximum 
stability, the weight was placed in 
bulbs, torpedoes of lead on the 
very bottom of the fin. (See ‘heeled 
righting moment’ illustration above.)

The structural requirements of 
supporting these weights on a thin 
fin further and further below the 
hull have often been a challenge 
with inevitable failures along the 
way. These short, deep keels become 

 l ABOVE
Righting moment on, 
from left, a boat with 
a long keel, fin, bulb 
and canting bulb: the 
greater the distance 
between the boat’s 
centre of buoyancy 
(CoB) and its centre 
of gravity, the greater 
the righting moment

Canting keel
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and naval architect. He designs 
power cats for the wind industry, and 
once designed Southerly yachts.

a challenge in the interior layout of 
the vessel, as they cut up the main 
cabin space with their watertight 
cases. This is mitigated in some 
yachts by putting the lift keel in a 
short ballasted keel stub under the 
hull, as is the case with the Feeling 
brand or the old Gib Seas. These all 
rely on a moving mechanism so they 
need additional servicing and can 
sometimes get jammed with rocks or 
similar into the slot alongside the lift 
keel. On the other hand, they can take 
the panic out of running aground.

(See ‘pivot and lift keels’ 
illustration above.)

LEEBOARD SOLUTIONS
Another alternative used for decades 
of trade in Thames Barges and Dutch 
fishing boats are leeboards, twin 
lifting ‘keels’ placed on the outside of 
the hull to port and starboard. They 
leave a clear cargo or accommodation 
space in the centre of the boat and 
can be seen in a small number of 
cruisers. Only the leeward board is 
left down for maximum efficiency, 
requiring another operation to take 
place when tacking or gybing. An 
alternative option common in areas 
where water is scarce at low tide is for 
twin bilge keels which, although less 
efficient, divide the ballast between 
the two keels spread either side of the 
centreline on the turn of the bilge. 
Many of today’s production cruisers 

offer this as a keel option. These, 
sometimes in combination with a 
skeg rudder, allow the vessel to dry 
out while balanced on two or three 
contact points thus avoiding the need 
for costly deepwater moorings.

 Keels have for centuries been 
a source of innovation driven by 
performance and competition – 
perhaps famously being credited with 
giving the Australians the edge in the 
1983 America’s Cup where a winged 
keel was used to lower the ballast 
and reduce the drag. More recently 
the craze has been for canting keels 
which pivot transversely and are used 
to project the ballast in a torpedo to 
weather providing more power to 
support the rig for the same amount 
of weight. However, at the same time 
they lose efficiency in the primary role 
of providing lateral resistance, and 
this is supplemented by daggerboards 
in a latter-day interpretation of 
leeboards whose only function is 
to combat lateral movement. This 
system is vastly more complex 
and presents a greater engineering 
challenge yet to be embraced by 
the cruising fraternity, although 
there are some one-off examples 
such as Owen Clarke’s 65-footer.

Choices can be driven by home 
port, performance or cruising 
ambitions but hopefully they will 
always bring us back to an even keel 
and help us slice to windward.

 l ABOVE
A range of solutions 
have been developed 
to ally the righting 
moment of a deeper 
keel with the flexibility 
of a shallow draught

 l RIGHT
Evolution of the 
keel towards greater 
righting moment 
with less friction

Pivot keel Lift keel

Swing keelExternal keel

Long keel

Split keel and 
skeg rudder

Fin and spade  
rudder
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Bates Wharf Southern Ltd
3A Harbour Quay, 
Sovereign Harbour,  
Eastbourne, 
East Sussex BN23 5QF

Call: 01323 470 066

boatsales@bateswharfsouthern.co.uk

    www.bateswharf.com

Beneteau Oceanis 381
1998 Year Model, 3 double 
Cabins, Wheel Steering, Fin 
Keel, Slab Reefed Main Sail,  
Yanmar 3GM30 29hp Engine, 
B & G Speed, Wind, Log and 
Autopilot Instruments. Lying 
Eastbourne

£54,950

Icelander 43
1999 Year Model, Steel Multi-
Chine Hull Blue Water Cruising 
Yacht, Bermudan Cutter Rig, 
Wheel Steering, Center Board 
Keel, Rigged Originally for 
Single Handed Sailing. Ford 
75hp Diesel Engine, 6 Berths in 
3 Cabins, Navman GPS Plotter, 
JRC Radar, Cetrek Tri Data 
Instruments. Lying Hartlepoole.

£71,500

Beneteau Oceanis 34  
2011 Year model – Limited 
Edition, Yanmar 29hp Diesel 
Engine, Deep Fin Keel, Wheel 
Steering, Slab Reefed Main Sail, 
Owner’s Two Cabin Configuration, 
Elegance Trim level, 6 Berths in 
3 Cabins, Assymetric Spinnaker 
Rigging, Electric Anchor Windlas, 
Simrad Autopilot & Tri data, 
Garmin GPS Plotter & AIS.
Lying Eastbourne.  
 £79,950

Hanse 371 
2003 Year Model, Volvo Penta 
29hp Sail Drive Diesel Engine, 
Deep Fin Keel, Wheel Steering, 
Self -Tacking Foresail, Slab 
Reefed Mainsail, Owner’s Two 
Cabin Configuration, Simrad Tri 
Data Instruments, Simrad CR44 
Chart Plotter with integrated 
Radar, Simrad DSC VHF Radio 
and Electric Anchor Windlass.  
Lying Eastbourne  £64,950 

Prima 38
2001 Year Model, 12 Berths, 
Deep Fin Keel, Wheel Steering, 
Carbon Mast, Stainless Steel 
Rod Rigging, Carbon Spinnaker 
Pole, Nexus Electronics, Nexus 
Autopilot, Good Sail and 
Spinnaker Inventory.  Lying 
Eastbourne  
 £66,950

Bavaria 42 Cruiser
2005 Year Model, 3 Double 
Cabins, Volvo Penta D2-55hp 
Sail Drive Diesel engine, Twin 
Wheels, Lead Fin Keel, In-Mast 
Furling Main Sail, Bow Thruster, 
Electric Anchor Windlass, Full 
Raymarine Electronics including 
Auto Pilot. Lying Eastbourne   
 £88,950

Island Packet 440
A Luxury Blue Water Cruiser,
2007 Year Model, Long Keel,
Wheel Steering, In-mast
Mainsail Furling, Yanmar 4JH4
75hp Diesel Engine, Bow
Thruster, Electric Windlass,
Raymarine Auto Helm,
Raymarine E80 Dual Station. 
Lying Scotland.

£269,950

Custom Steel Cutter 15.5m
Built in Gdansk, Poland in 
1995 but Commissioned in 
1999, Designed for Blue Water 
Cruising, 7 Berths,  Wheel 
Steering, Deep Fin Keel, In Mast 
Furling Main Sail, Furling Genoa 
& Inner Stay Sail, Vetus Peugeot 
67hp Diesel Engine & Well 
Equipped.  Lying Eastbourne.
 £139,00

Bates Wharf Southern Ltd
3A Harbour Quay, 
Sovereign Harbour,  
Eastbourne, 
East Sussex BN23 5QF

Call: 01323 470 066

boatsales@bateswharfsouthern.co.uk

                   www.bateswharf.com   

Freedom 30
1990 Year Model, Long Shallow 
Keel, Wheel steering, Cat Ketch 
Rigged with Carbon Fibre Masts, 
Nanni N2 14hp diesel Engine 
(New 2012), 4 Berths, Stowe Tri 
Data Instruments, Garmin GPS, 
Icom VHF Radio, Auto Pilot, 
Saunders Main Sail & Mizzen. 
Lying Eastbourne 
 £27,950

Beneteau First 30
2011 model year, Cruiser/
Racer, 6 Berths, Fin Keel, Sloop 
Rig, Yanmar Diesel Engine, 
Raymarine A70 GPS Chart 
Plotter, Tacktic Instruments, Icom 
VHF Radio, Ultimate Carbon 
Aramid Sails & Spinnakers. 
Lying Eastbourne 
 £79,950

Beneteau First Class 7.5
2005 model year Beneteau First 
Class 7.5 racing yacht. inventory 
includes outboard engine two 
mainsails, two roller genoas and 
an assymetric spinnaker.  
Lying Brighton.
 £16,000

Westerly Griffin
1979 Year Model, Fin Keel, 
Tiller Steering, Mitsubishi 17hp 
Engine (Replaced 2008), 6 
Berths,  Standard Horizon 300 
Chart Plotter, Icom DSC VHF 
Radio, Navman Wind & Tri Data 
Instruments.  Lying Eastbourne  
 £16,000

Oyster 26  
1980 model year, Bermuda 
Sloop Cruiser/Racer, 5 Berths, 
Fin keel, Tiller Steering, Volvo 
Penta Sail Drive, Autohelm Auto 
Pilot, Magellan GPS & VHF 
Radio. Lying Eastbourne  
 £14,500

Contessa 35
1976 Year Model, Fin & Skeg 
Keel, Tiller Steering, Nanni 
(2006) 37hp Diesel Engine, 
Raymarine S2 Auto Pilot, 
Garmin 128 GPS, Icom DSC 
VHF, AIS Transponder & 
Hammer Head Tablet PC.  
Lying Eastbourne 

£27,500

Bavaria 36,
2003 Year Model, Shallow Fin 
Keel, Wheel Steering, Volvo 
Penta Sail Drive 29hp Engine, 3 
Double Cabin Version, 1 Heads, 
Raymarine C70 Chart Plotter, 
Raymarine 2KW Radar, Raymarine 
ST4000 Auto Pilot, Raymarine Tri 
Data Instruments, Simrad RD68 VHF 
Radio, Electric Anchor Windlass, 
Webasto D4 Heating. Lying Brighton 

£59,950

Beneteau Oceanis 440
1991 Year Model, Wheel 
Steering, Winged Fin Keel, 
Perkins Prima 50 hp Diesel 
Engine, B & G Tri Data 
Instruments, Phillips & Garmin 
GPS, Furuno Radar, Simrad Auto 
Pilot, AIS, Navtex, Panda 
Generator, Eberspacher Heating, 
Cruising Chute & Snuffer. Lying 
Eastbourne  
 £75,000

Sadler Starlight 35
1992 year model, 6 Berths, 
Volvo Penta 29hp Diesel Engine, 
Electric Windlass, Lowrance 
GPS Chart Plotter, Furuno 
Radar, Tac Tik Wind Instrument, 
Autohelm, DSC VHF Radio, 
Navtex, Mukuni Cabin Heating, 
EPIRB, Life raft, Avon Dinghy. 
Preveza -  Greece 

£49,500

Island Packet 440
A Luxury Blue Water Cruiser, 
2007 Year Model, Long Keel, 
Wheel Steering, In-mast 
Mainsail Furling, Yanmar 4JH4 
75hp Diesel Engine, Bow 
Thruster, Electric Windlass, 
Raymarine Auto Helm, 
Raymarine E80 Dual Station  
 £299,950

Beneteau Oceanis 46
2008 Year Model, Deep Fin Keel 
, Twin Wheel Steering, Yanmar 
4JH4TE 75hp Engine, Blue Hull, 
Teak Decks, Furling Genoa & 
Mainsail,  3 Cabin Exclusive 
Version, 2 Heads, Electric 
Anchor Windlass, Bow Thruster, 
Raymarine E80 Chart Plotter in 
Pivoting Cockpit Navpod, 
Raymarine VHF Radio,  
Raymarine Radar, Eberspacher 
D5 Heating. Lying Eastbourne.   
 £139,950. 

Bavaria 300
1990 Year Model Shallow Fin 
Keel, Wheel Steering, Volvo 
Penta Sail Drive 18hp Engine, 
6 Berths, Garmin Chart Plotter 
& GPS, Raytheaon Tri Data 
Instruments, Autohelm Auto 
Pilot, Webasto Heating. Lying 
Brighton

£29,950

Fisher 25
1987 Year Model Pilothouse,  
Long Keel, Tiller steering, 
Yanmar YM30 (Only 54 hrs – 
Fitted 2012), Stowe Tri Data 
Instruments, Furuno GPS, 
Autohelm Wheel Pilot, Without 
Doubt The Best Example On The 
Market. Lying Eastbourne   
 £37,500.

BATES WHARF  
SOUTHERN, 
LET US HELP YOU FIND 
YOUR PERFECT BOAT.

agents from
Chichester Harbour to Dover

Southerly 38 
2010 Year Model, A Luxury 
Blue Water Cruiser, Electrically 
Operated Swing Keel, Twin 
Wheel Steering & Rudders, 
In-mast Mainsail Furling, 
Yanmar 3JH3-E 40hp Diesel 
Engine, Bow Thruster, Electric 
Windlass, Raymarine Auto Pilot, 
Raymarine E90W Chart Plotter 

£295,000

BatesWharf_FP_SEP_13 .indd   1 16/07/2013   13:54

LM 27 
1976 Year Model, Long 
Shallow Keel, Wheel Steering 
from Wheelhouse & Tiller 
Steering from Aft Cockpit, 
Ford Sea Panther 30hp Engine, 
Echo Sounder, Simrad VHF 
Radio, Eberspacher Heating 
& Hot Water Calorifier. Lying 
Eastbourne    
 £19,950 

Moody 425 
1990 Year Model, Blue Water 
Cruiser, Thornycroft (2003) 55 
hp Diesel Engine, Deep Fin & 
Skeg Keel, Wheel Steering, Slab 
Reefed Mainsail, Eight Berths 
in Four Cabins, Stowe Tri Data 
Instruments, Raymarine C90W 
Chart Plotter with Integrated 
Digital HD Radar, Raymarine 
St4000+ Autopilot, Electric Anchor 
Windlass and CopperCoat.  Lying 
Eastbourne  £59,950

Scanyacht 290 Voyager  
2001 Year Model, Yanmar 27hp 
Diesel Engine, Long Keel, Slab 
Reefed Mainsail,  Wheelhouse 
Steering or Tiller in Cockpit, 
Five Berths, Raymarine Tri Data 
Instruments, Raymarine Chart 
Plotter, Raymarine ST5000 Auto-
Pilot, Simrad RD68 DSC VHF 
Radio, Electric Anchor Windlass 
and Wind Generator.  Lying 
Eastbourne  £49,950

Jeanneau Sun 2000
2012 Year Model, Designed for 
Coastal Sailing, Tiller Steering, 
Slab Reefed Main Sail, Furling 
Genoa, Lifting Keel, Yamaha 
8hp Outboard Engine, 4 Berths 
& Chemical Toilet. Lying 
Eastbourne.  
 £12,000

BATES WHARF  
SOUTHERN, 
LET US HELP YOU FIND 
YOUR PERFECT BOAT.

agents from

Chichester Harbour to Dover

Beneteau Oceanis 38
1998 Year Model, 3 Cabin 
Version, Fin Keel, wheel steering, 
Yanmar 29hp Engine, Slab 
Reefed Main Sail, Autopilot, B 
& G Instruments,  Icom VHF 
Radio, Electric Anchor Windlass, 
Liferaft & Webasto Heating. Lying 
Eastbourne  
 £54,950

Gibsea 96 Master
1987 Year Model, Deep Fin 
Keel, Tiller Steering, Slab Reefed 
Main Sail, Electric Anchor 
Windlass, Raymarine E7 Hybrid 
Touch Plotter, Raymarine Tri 
Data Instruments, Webasto 
Heating and CopperCoat Anti-
Fouling. Lying Eastbourne 
 £29,995
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Tel: + 44 (0) 2380 841100  Mobile: 07733 886018
Email: sales@jamesdickensmarine.com

Lynbrook, Ringwood, BH24 3PB

www.jamesdickensmarine.com

2006 Bavaria 30 Cruiser VERY low Use.
must be seen, see website £41,850

1996 Dehler 36 CWS  27hp Yanmar, Lots of extras
ashore Hythe < videowalk on our website £ TBC

2011 Hanse 355  Virtually as NEW 40 Hours!! 
must bee seen, huge saving £91,850

2003 Etap 26i, SUPERB ORDER must see
afloat Hythe see website/ video £27,950

Stunning First 45 2008 Boat “Ocean spec”
Amazing kit, in Antigua but UK spring £144,000

2007 Beneteau 40 Oceanis Owners version
Very High spec, afloat Hythe, see video. £84,850

1984 Seastream 34 Sloop. Great solid pilothouse 
cruiser. Smart revamped interior. Afloat Hythe. £36,500

1990 Moody 346  C/C ashore Hythe
Prepared for sale. £37,000

WVIDEOWALKon website

James Dickens Marine Ltd

Hanse 385 - 2011 £119,500

Maxi 1000 - 2001 £59,900

Southerly 110 - 2008 £139,950

Beneteau Oceanis 31 - 2009 £49,950

Beneteau Oceanis 331 - 2004 £46,500

Dufour 36 Classic - 2004 £64,500

professional
yacht brokers

shore & pontoon sales competitive sales packages multi media marketing

Kip Marina:
01475 529 975
PA16 0AW

Rhu Marina:

01436 821 606
G84 8LH

Hamble Point:
02380 455 714
SO31 4NB

Windermere:
01539 447 700
LA23 3HE

contact us now at your local office...

yacht brokers

MS&P

Great brokerage displays
and used boat shows
that lead the way

stop press

www.msandp.uk

Kip Marina
Spring Boat

Show
15-17 April

2016

Call now for selected trade
stock clearance listings

easy purchaseeasy viewingeasy listing

Hamble Point

14-15 May
2016

Boat Show

yacht brokers

MS&P

choice of 3 from
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Vessel located
Walton Marina

£50 off with the production of this voucher!

Locate your pride and joy 
via text message from 

anywhere* in the world!

* GSM signal required

Provides great peace of mind 
- and with no expensive 

subscription!

*Free app. available with 
        direct link to location mapping

Only £249 with this voucher!

Retreat Boatyard
RETREAT DRIVE, TOPSHAM, EXETER EX3 0LS

Email: lynn@retreatboatyard.co.uk
Web: www.retreatboatyard.co.uk
Tel: 01392 874 720 / 875 934
Fax: 01392 876 182

Chandlery
Shipwrights
Engineering
Electronics
Cranage
Moorings
Storage
Brokerage
Osmosis Treatments
Interspray Centre

Main Dealer:

Agent:

Just 5 mins from Junction 30 of
the M5 Motorway

AMPLE FREE PARKING

Skimmer X79 26ft  ........................................................ £4,500   

Motor cruiser 18ft c/w Suzki 60 & trailer  ....................  £2,950

Cygnus Cyfi sh 33 1985 2 Volvo AQAD41 diesel ......£78,000

Slender 20’ 2004 Honda 4, fi n keel c/w trailer  .......... £4,750

Tamarisk 1983 24’/30’ with bow sprit  ......................£11,500

Hardy 335  1987 2 x 
diesel Volvo 230hp engines 

£39,950

Westerly Centaur 26ft 1984  
bilge keel 

£8,500 

Moody 29 Bilge Keel Beta 
Engine 2012 £19,995  

Moody 34 1984 
bilge keel £43,000    

Cornish Crabber 24’ 2002 
launched 2003 in/d £45,000 

Westerly Konsort 28’
Launched 1980, Bilge Keel

£19,950

Moody 41 1983 fi n 
keel £54,950

Orkney 20 2003 Mariner 
75hp o/b c/w trailer 

£19,500

Bayliner Trophy 2025 1999 
190 Mercruiser c/w trailer

 £9,995 

REDUCED

Barracuda 41ft 
Mediterranean  

Centurion 1990 £40,000 

Targa 32 1980 twin in/b Volvo 
diesel engines.  

P/X considered. £19,950

Colvic 29 1976
Wheel steering, High 

volume hull, £11,500 ono

REDUCED

Opening times Mon-Fri 8am ~ 5pm: Sat 9am to 1pm             Out of hours brokerage by appointment only.

WINTER STORAGE BOOKINGS FOR 2013/14 NOW OPEN  

REDUCED

REDUCED

Unit E4 Fort Wallington, Fareham, PO16 8TT                 01329 232360    

sales@vitessemarine.co.uk       www.vitessemarine.co.uk/kiwigrip

Traction Made Beautiful...
The High-Performance Non-skid coating system.

Sailing Today May 13 H8th2.pdf   1   15/03/2013   13:42

• Approved service agents for most 
leading brands. 

• Pre and post sales technical advice 
by experienced engineers. 

• Need help with cross brand, NMEA 
0183 or NMEA2000 interfacing? 
Not a problem, just ask! 

KM Electronics Ltd  -  Tel:-  +44 (0)1502 569079  -  Email:-  sales@yachtbits.com 

“reliable electronics means, destination anywhere” 

Trading on-line since 2000 

Bavaria 31 - 2008, 6 berths, 
Volvo engine, Radar, Heating - 

Lightly used - £51,000

Cornish Yawl, 1989 (launched 1990), Yanmar 
engine, 4 berths, lightly used and 

very well maintained
£23,500

Colvic Victor 40 - 1989
Refi t in 2008, Deck saloon, 8 berths 

£49,950

Saga 40 - 1987, 50hp Beta engine (2006), 
6 berths, lots of  updates 

£61,950

Beneteau Oceanis 34, 2010, 
Elegance Trim, Radar/Plotter

£79,950

Dufour 38 Classic - 2000,  2 cabin layout, 
Radar, Plotter, Sails replaced in 2005, 

Good spec, £65,950

www.barbicanyachtagency.co.uk     Tel: 01752 22 88 55

PRICE

REDUCED

PRICE

REDUCED
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Email: lynn@retreatboatyard.co.uk
Web: www.retreatboatyard.com
Tel: 01392 874 720 / 875 934

MOODY 31 1986
£29,950

Westerly GK 29 1981 2001yr Beta 
in/b diesel Fin Keel £13,750
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6 berths, lots of  updates 

£61,950

Beneteau Oceanis 34, 2010, 
Elegance Trim, Radar/Plotter

£79,950

Dufour 38 Classic - 2000,  2 cabin layout, 
Radar, Plotter, Sails replaced in 2005, 

Good spec, £65,950

www.barbicanyachtagency.co.uk     Tel: 01752 22 88 55

PRICE

REDUCED

PRICE

REDUCED

ST_198_082.indd   86 20/08/2013   19:17

Opening times Mon-Fri 8am ~ 5pm: Sat 9am to 1pm contact above for times of extended opening hours 
during launching season. Out of hours brokerage by appointment only.

Vancouver 32 1990 long Keel 
Yanmar diesel £44,500

Vancouver 27 1986 long Keel, 
£28,000

REDUCED

REDUCED

Trophy Pro 2539 
2002 23’ Mercruiser 
in/b petrol  £20,000

Tamarisk 24 
1983 long keel                                     

£10,500

Westerly Konsort 
Duo 1985
£32,000

Westerly Ketch 33 1979 new Beta 
35 in 2014 £POA

Rossiter Pintal 27 1964 
Wooden bilge keels £8,500

Newbridge Venturer 1985 
23ft £3,000

Hardy 21 Motorsailer 1984 
£10,500

REDUCED

Colvic 22 1980 in/b beta diesel 
£7,500
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BRIGHTON & 
CHICHESTER

NEW JEANNEAU 44DS 
NEW JEANNEAU 349 LIFT KEEL

NEW JEANNEAU 389 LIFT KEEL
PRE-OWNED JEANNEAU 439 

PRE-OWNED JEANNEAU 39DS
PRE-OWNED JEANNEAU 45DS

JEANNEAU SAILBOATS  CURRENTLY AVAILABLE 
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Jeanneau Sun Odyssey 37 2005, Immaculately 
presented, 3 cabin version. High spec, Raymarine 
electronic suite inc autopilot & radar, cabin heating, 
teak cockpit sole new batteries 2013, galvanic 
isolator. Fabulous family cruiser. £64,500

Jeanneau Sun Odyssey 39i 2006 owners version with 
2 cabins and large heads with shower compartment, 
comfortable saloon and well equipped galley, teak 
cockpits, twin helms, full raymarine elec suite inc plotter, 
AIS, pilot with remote etc new genoa, spinnaker & lazy jack 
sail mainsail with single line reefing A must see! £84,995

Jeanneau Sun Odyssey 37 2001, 3 cabin version with 1 
heads layout & saloon berth conversion, Teak cockpit sole, 
easy sail handling systems with lazy lines & stack pack, 
Yanmar 27 hp engine & she benefits from Raymarine elec 
suite, well maintained family cruiser £54,950

Sun Odyssey 349
AVAILABLE SPRING 2016

Sun Odyssey 389
AVAILABLE SPRING 2016

Sun Odyssey 449
IN STOCK NOW

01752 600120 / www.traff ordyachts.co.uk / sales@traff ordyachts.co.uk
QUEEN ANNE’S BATTERY, PLYMOUTH, PL4 0LP

MAIN AGENTS FOR SERVICING 
& SPARE PARTS

NEW AND USED QUALITY BROKERAGE, CALL US FOR YOUR BOATING NEEDS

Dufour Grand Large 455 2007, 3 double cabins, 
owners cabin has island bed & TV, 2 heads, 
spacious saloon with TV, cabin heating, fully 
battened main, teak deck, cockpit tent & luxury 
cushions, immaculate inside & out, ready to go.   

£139,950

Beneteau Oceanis 473 2003 3 cabin 2 head version with 
elec toilets, island bed in owners cabin, good sized living 
space, ideal for family living, cabin heating, generator, 
Raymarine electronic suite, inmast reefing and cruising 
chute, anti-fouled and ready to go   £119,950

Jeanneau 39 Deck Saloon 2007 In mast furling 
system, 2 double cabins, large luxury heads/
shower, TV & DVD, heating, wind generator, radar, 
tridata & repeater autopilot, C80 chart plotter, 
Bimini & sprayhood. Gorgeous boat & ready 
to go.  £89,995

Jeanneau 42 deck Saloon 2007, teak cockpit sole and 
seats & a full cockpit tent, she has a light saloon with large 
table & comfortable sofas, an L shaped galley with ample 
storage & her 2 en suite double cabins add real luxury to 
this highly desired yacht.  She is an in mast furling ideal 
for short or single handed sailing and she has a bow pole 
for flying asymmetric spinnaker           £109,995

Jeanneau Sun Odyssey 45 2005, 3 double 
cabins & 2 large heads, large galley area & cabin 
heating. Fully battened mainsail, retractable bow 
thruster, extensive elec suite, teak cockpit & side 
decks, ready to sail, a must see!  £124,000

Jeanneau 53 2014, immaculate inside & out this is a 3 double 
cabin all en-suite version with tailored carpets for the saloon, a 
well-equipped galley with fridge & freezer, 3 burner oven & grill, 
cabin heating, TV & DVD, full raymarine nav suite, fantastic 
cockpit area with full enclosure & cushions, great performance, 
comfortable family yacht at a sensible price  £299,500

CALL US FOR THE BEST DEALS

TRAFFORDS FP ST APR16.indd   1 11/02/2016   11:12

http://www.traff


£ 65,000

BROKERAGE  |  BOATS FOR SALE

Three of the best

CONTEST 42  |  MARATHIAS 

You couldn’t ask for a higher recommendation: 
this centre cockpit ketch used to belong to David 
Sadler, the late designer of the eponymous yachts, 
who circumnavigated in her over 10 years.

The current owner has had her for 14 years, and 
has sailed mainly in British waters, including three 
years in Scotland, and along the French coast.

He says: “She is a big, tough boat. She’s a ketch 
so you can set her up for almost all conditions and 
she’s comfortable. I have been out in some really 
miserable weather and I have never had her slam 
once and have never had a moment’s concern 
about her – she’s just a wonderful sea boat.”

She had her standing rigging done in 2014 
(the rig is slightly taller than the original Dick 
Zaal design to improve performance in light airs), 
Simrad chart plotter and AIS installed the same 
year and Raymarine autopilot added in 2013.

She can sleep up to eight people – a twin cabin 
forward, two or three in the aft owner’s cabin, two in the 
saloon and one on the pilot berth. There are two heads.

She’s powered by a Volvo MD22L engine with shaft 
drive and has Hood main and mizzen sails, a cruising 
chute, Wilkinsons no 2 jib and Southern no 1 jib.

She comes with a liferaft in date and her berth 
in Chatham is available until April this year.

ll apolloduck.co.uk

LOA: 42ft (12.8m)

Beam: 13ft 1in (4.0m)

Draught:  6ft 7in (2.0m)

Year built: 1978

Berths: 8

TRINTELLA 46AC  |  SEVEN SEAS ADVENTURE 

You can tell from her name that this 
Van de Stadt-designed cutter is a 
true couple’s bluewater cruiser.

She was built by Dutch shipyard 
Trintella for a demanding first owner 
who had a very clear idea of what 
a cruising yacht should be – fast, 
comfortable and safe. She has an 
aluminium hull and her carbon mast 
and customised keel make her very 
stiff, quick (average sailing speed 
is 6.5-8kts) and reduce heel.

She has a centre cockpit and 
doghouse to provide shade, with 
windows that open for ventilation and 
canvas to fully shut out the elements. 
All gear was top-of-the-range, including 
B&G, Mastervolt and Bose. Standing 
rigging was replaced in the UK in 2010.

She’s prettier below the waterline 
than above, with Canadian maple 

joinery. There are bunk beds forward 
and a large master cabin aft, plus plenty 
of cruiser comforts: an electric induction 
hob, Onan generator, watermaker, 
standing room in the engine room (very 
rare on boats this size), a washer-dryer 
and a dedicated drinks cabinet – the 
mark of the long-term liveaboard.

She has sailed both of her owners 
across oceans, including doing the 
Atlantic Odyssey in 2014, and is 
being sold (in Spain) ready to go.

ll berthon.co.uk

LOA: 46ft 10in (14.2m)

Beam: 13ft 1in (4.0m)

Draught: 6ft 10in (2.1m)

Year built: 1998

Berths: 4

£199,950
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BENETEAU OCEANIS 41  |  TOPSY TURVY

When the current owners bought this 
popular aft-cockpit sloop they fitted 
her out thoughtfully to be easy to 
use, following Beneteau’s stress-free 
vision for its revamped Oceanis range.

For example, all sails are furling 
(in-mast for the main), including 
the Code 0, which was new last 
summer. To make things even easier 
to handle she has two Harken 46.2 
electric winches on the coachroof, 
the mainsheet is on an arch over the 
cockpit, the genoa cars can be adjusted 
from the cockpit and there’s a remote 
for the hydraulic bathing platform.

The owners used her only for 
private family cruising and she has 

been professionally maintained. 
The white GRP chined hull has been 
copper-coated below the waterline 
since new and she last had a lift, 
clean and hull polish last October, 
and new batteries in September.

Below there are three double 
cabins  - the owner’s cabin forward 
has ensuite and the starboard aft 
cabin has a door through to the 
main heads. The U-shaped seating 
around the teak saloon table can 
also be used as a single berth.

The easy-living theme continues 
with inverter and microwave, plus the 
12v LVM high-speed dinghy inflator.

Comes with a lot of safety equipment, 

THE SURVEYOR
YBDSA 

A well-looked-after privately owned Beneteau 41 will stand up well to 
bluewater sailing. Always check the maintenance records; on a boat of this 
age they should be available. A common issue with all production boats is 

UV degradation of the gel coat and stress cracking around the bases of the 
stanchions and deck fittings, and at the base of the arch that carries the 

main sheet track and which can be put under high load. 
Although stainless, the nuts and bolts securing the pulpit, push pit and 

deck fittings can suffer crevice corrosion and sealant around joints might 
also be missing. The deep fin bulb keel puts the internal frame matrix under 

great strain. Check the keel and rudder base for grounding damage.

£ 135,000

including EPIRB, MOB rescue sling 
and liferaft, and lying on the Hamble.

ll ancasta.com

LOA: 40ft 7in (12.4m)

Beam: 13ft 9in (4.2m)

Draught: 7ft 2in (2.2m)

Year built: 2013

Berths: 7
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Holidays & Schools To advertise Call Charlie Whitcombe on 020 7349 3742 or email charlie.whitcombe@chelseamagazines.com

BAREBOAT
SKIPPERED
ASSISTED
TRAINING

E mail: eastcoast@fi rstclasssailing.com                                      

Call Jan or Colin on 01621 928084

Come Sailing …
Around Britain in 2016 and raise money for 
Macmillan Cancer Support 7 legs available @ £595 
per leg.  Voyage starts on 2nd May and returns via 
Loch Ness and the Caledonian Canal to Fambridge 
on 25th June.
Read why we are doing this at 
www.fi rstclasssailing.com/Sail-Round-Britain.html

Novice 
Day Skipper 
Yachtmaster
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Holidays & Schools

Join Endeavour Sailing in 
Lanzarote for year-round 

sunshine and perfect 
sailing conditions!

Tailor made packages 
offered including RYA 

qualifi cations, bareboat 
and skippered charter.

www.endeavour-sailing.co.uk 
Tel:  0034 628 478 400 

stephanie@endeavour-sailing.co.uk

www.kiriacoulis.com

Tenrag Yacht Charters Ltd 
Tenrag House, 
Preston, nr. Canterbury 
CT3 1EB 
t: 01227 721874 
e: info@tenrag.com 
www.tenrag.com

MAIN UK AGENTS
Nautilus Yachting 
The Watermill, 
87 High Street, 
Edenbridge, 
Kent 
TN8 5AU 
t: 01732 867445 
e: charter@nautilusyachting.com 
www.nautilusyachting.com

First for sailing holidays in 
the Mediterranean.  
The finest yacht charters at the 
best value for money. 

Charter in Greece, France, 
Turkey, Italy, Malta, Croatia  
or the Caribbean.

Discover a world of
sailing with Kiriacoulis

MAA15092 kir ST 202x129.indd   1 14/07/2015   14:53

sailing holidays 
your way

GREECE | CROATIA | TURKEY | FRANCE | MAJORCA | ITALY | ANTIGUA  
BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS | GRENADINES | SEYCHELLES | THAILAND 

call 01732 867 445 | www.nautilusyachting.com

Great yachts at the 
best prices throughout 
the Mediterranean and 
the Caribbean

Friendly flotillas 
in Greece, 
Turkey and 
Croatia 

BPC744_naut_ST_99x62_Jan14.indd   1 16/01/2014   17:51TAILOR-MADE YACHTING HOLIDAYS... THE SUNSCAPE WAY
TURKEY  I  GREECE  I  CROATIA  I  SARDINIA  I  CARIBBEAN  I  SICILY  I  BALEARICS

FLOTILLA & 
BAREBOAT 
CHARTER 

01737 300805

charter@sunscapeyachting.co.uk   www.sunscapeyachting.co.uk

• Competent Crew • Day Skipper • Yachtmaster • Boat Handling
Milebuilding • Own Boat Tuition • Online Theory

Solent Based Sailing School

RYA Theory and Practical Courses • Solent Charter

• Competent Crew • Day Skipper • Yachtmaster 
• Boat Handling • Milebuilding 

• Own Boat Tuition • Online Theory

www.commodore-yachting.com
Te: 02392 504443     info@commodore-yachting.com

• Competent Crew • Day Skipper • Yachtmaster • Boat Handling
Milebuilding • Own Boat Tuition • Online Theory
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Holidays & Schools

Study for your RYA Theory Qualification the modern way - at your own 
pace, with an all-inclusive best-value Splash course. The fully supported, unique Splash learning 
will get you to your qualification faster and in a manner that suits your lifestyle and technology.

Proactive 
tutor-student 
monitoring gives timely 
support and guidance

Learn navigation online 
Get instant access:

What's included in the price...

Over 1500 
students 
worldwide

www.splashseaschool.com

24/7 Access+support
reference books
rucksack plotting tools

Advanced software
Functions on 
all devices 
and platforms
optimised web content

EP

DR

Latitude and Longitude
The Magnetic Compass

Position
Tides

Tidal Streams
Buoyage

Lights
Pilotage

GPS and Electronic Aids to 
Navigation

Echo Sounders
Logs (Speed and Distance)

Deck Log
Meteorology

Rule of the Road
Safety at Sea

Navigation in Restricted Visibility
Passage Planning

Marine Environment
Anchoring

Splash Sailing Today 1/2 Page Infographic Advert.indd   1 28/08/2015   13:04
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ANTIFOULING BOAT SHARE

BOATYARD SERVICES
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Yacht Fractions Ltd 
(est.1991)

The Yacht share specialists.
Shares for sale used and new boats

New boats supplied for private or shared 
or Charter management

Bavaria, Beneteau, Jeanneau.
UK and Med.

www.yachtfractions.co.uk
01326 374435

See us at Southampton 
Boat Show stand E12

ON-LINE  
DAY SKIPPER AND 

YACHTMASTER  
THEORY COURSES 

£285 

Learn at home with our on-line Day Skipper and Yachtmaster theory courses. Full 
tutor support, course materials, free theory clinic, free plotter and dividers for  

Day Skipper theory and  £25 off your practical course. 
On-line and classroom combined course also available 

www.commodore-yachting.com 
training@commodore-yachting.com 

02392 504443 / 07971 290589 

COMMODORE YACHTING 
RYA PRACTICAL AND  

SHOREBASED COURSES   
SOLENT BASED  

TRAINING CENTRE 

See us at Southampton 
Boat Show stand J099

BEAUTIFUL GREEK ISLAND SAILING
Sail the Ionian Islands on one of our well  

equipped and maintained yachts 
Fully licensed for bareboat and skippered charter

 Professional, friendly service
Tel:  0030 6947 040767 

www.pinnacleyachts.co.uk
info@pinnacleyachts.co.uk

849281 pbo mar.indd   1 1/11/13   2:59 PM

BEAUTIFUL GREEK ISLAND SAILING
Sail the Ionian Islands on one of our well  

equipped and maintained yachts 
Fully licensed for bareboat and skippered charter

 Professional, friendly service
Tel:  0030 6947 040767 

www.pinnacleyachts.co.uk
info@pinnacleyachts.co.uk

849281 pbo mar.indd   1 1/11/13   2:59 PM

All RYA courses Power & Sail
www.haylingseaschool.co.uk

tel: 02392460888
info@haylingseaschool.co.uk

ST
16

8 
So

le
nt

 Y
ac

ht
 C

ha
rte

r

Ads Classified_OCT.indd   92 20/08/2013   08:34

sailingtoday.co.uk   JULY 2013   86
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School of Yachting

• Professional Sail Training • All RYA Courses covered • 
• MCA/STCW Courses •

PROVIDER NUMBER
E
2386

L C

• Professional Sail Training • All RYA Courses covered • 

OVER 30 YEARS OF QUALITY TUITION

Tel: 023 8045 2668 • hamble.co.uk

www.canarysail.com/viewQuotes.jsp
email: info@canarysail.com Tel (UK): 01438 880 890 

 Sailing Holidays in La Gomera

“DO THIS!!! Fabulous,
fun friendly, exhilerating

week - thanks guys.”
- Alaster

bb ll

  Superior Service
Outstanding RYA Training

    Amazing Location

La Gomera

CanarySail_YM_Qtr_JUL_10:RYA Quarter_ Jul_10  19/2/11  12:3

www.canarysail.com/viewQuotes.jsp
email: info@canarysail.com Tel (UK): 01252 837648

Fast & Fun

www.britanniasailingschool.co.uk

Britannia Sailing East Coast  Victory House, Shotley Marina, Ipswich, Su� olk IP9 1QJ
T. (01473) 787019    E. enquiry@britanniasailingschool.co.uk

LEVEL 1, LEVEL 2, INTERMEDIATE, 
ADVANCED, SAFETY BOAT TRAINING

PLUS CORPORATE FAST AND FUN DAYS

EAST COAST SPECIALISTS IN 
RYA POWERBOAT TRAINING
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flotilla and bareboat charter
turkey | greece | croatia | sardinia | sicily | balearics

Small, friendly flotillas | Sail-and-Stay holidays | Learn-to-Sail | Gulet and Yacht cruises
01737 300805
sunscapeyachting.co.uk

Ads Holidays_JULYE.indd   86 21/05/2013   10:55
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Stand J047

www.kiriacoulis.com

Tenrag Yacht Charters Ltd 
Tenrag House, Preston, nr. Canterbury CT3 1EB 
t: 01227 721874 e: info@tenrag.com 
www.tenrag.com

MAIN UK AGENTS
Nautilus Yachting 
The Watermill, 87 High Street, Edenbridge, Kent TN8 5AU 
t: 01732 867445 e: charter@nautilusyachting.com 
www.nautilusyachting.com

First for sailing holidays in the 
Mediterranean. The finest yacht 
charters at the best value for money. 

Charter in Greece, France, Turkey, 
Italy, Malta, Croatia or the Caribbean.

Discover a world of
sailing with Kiriacoulis

BPC600_kir_ST_202x129_Jul13BS.indd   1 12/07/2013   12:23
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See our Special Offers page at: 
www.sailingholidays.com/special-offers.asp

or give us a call!

sailingholidays.com      sailingholidays.comsailingholidays.com®

Flotilla Specialists

Meandering around the Greek Islands under sail
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Yacht Fractions Ltd 
(est.1991)

The Yacht share specialists.
Shares for sale used and new boats

New boats supplied for private or shared 
or Charter management

Bavaria, Beneteau, Jeanneau.
UK and Med.

www.yachtfractions.co.uk
01326 374435

See us at Southampton 
Boat Show stand E12

ON-LINE  
DAY SKIPPER AND 

YACHTMASTER  
THEORY COURSES 

£285 

Learn at home with our on-line Day Skipper and Yachtmaster theory courses. Full 
tutor support, course materials, free theory clinic, free plotter and dividers for  

Day Skipper theory and  £25 off your practical course. 
On-line and classroom combined course also available 

www.commodore-yachting.com 
training@commodore-yachting.com 

02392 504443 / 07971 290589 

COMMODORE YACHTING 
RYA PRACTICAL AND  

SHOREBASED COURSES   
SOLENT BASED  

TRAINING CENTRE 

See us at Southampton 
Boat Show stand J099

BEAUTIFUL GREEK ISLAND SAILING
Sail the Ionian Islands on one of our well  

equipped and maintained yachts 
Fully licensed for bareboat and skippered charter

 Professional, friendly service
Tel:  0030 6947 040767 

www.pinnacleyachts.co.uk
info@pinnacleyachts.co.uk

849281 pbo mar.indd   1 1/11/13   2:59 PM
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Fully licensed for bareboat and skippered charter

 Professional, friendly service
Tel:  0030 6947 040767 

www.pinnacleyachts.co.uk
info@pinnacleyachts.co.uk

849281 pbo mar.indd   1 1/11/13   2:59 PM

All RYA courses Power & Sail
www.haylingseaschool.co.uk

tel: 02392460888
info@haylingseaschool.co.uk
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Classifi ed

Don’t miss our sister titles
chelseamagazines.com

SAILING SCHOOLS

SHIP BEDDING

TOWELS

SAILS SERVICES

See us at Southampton 
Boat Show stand E014

PONTOONS

Hayling Yacht
COMPANY

Hayling Yacht Co

Hayling Yacht

Hayling Yacht
COMPANY

Hayling Yacht Co

Hayling Yacht

or visit www.haylingyacht.co.uk
CALL NOW TO RESERVE 02392 463592

41 NEW HALF 
TIDE PONTOON 

BERTHS IN 
CHICHESTER 

HARBOUR

NEW!

See us at Southampton 
Boat Show stand E12

SAILS

 All RYA Practical and Theory courses.
 VHF/SRC, ICC and CEVNI, Diesel Engine,   
 First Aid and Radar.
 Cruises to France, West Country and   
 Channel Islands.
 Corporate Entertainment 
 Bareboat/Skippered Charters, Own Boat   
 Tuition, Yacht Deliveries.

All inclusive price 
Late booking offers - See our 
website for details.

Cobbs Quay, Hamworthy, 
Poole, Dorset BH15 4EL
Tel 01202 682269

www.moonfl eet.net

 - Moonfl eet Sailing -
Call: 01202 682269  Email: info@moonfl eet.net

Fast & Fun

www.britanniasailingschool.co.uk

Britannia Sailing East Coast  Victory House, Shotley Marina, Ipswich, Su� olk IP9 1QJ
T. (01473) 787019    E. enquiry@britanniasailingschool.co.uk

LEVEL 1, LEVEL 2, INTERMEDIATE, 
ADVANCED, SAFETY BOAT TRAINING

PLUS CORPORATE FAST AND FUN DAYS

EAST COAST SPECIALISTS IN 
RYA POWERBOAT TRAINING
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Le-Monn 
Sailing Towels specially developed for the sailing and boating 

industry. Have very high absorbency and incredibly quick 
drying abilities. 

Ideal for:  Wiping down decking seats  
Instruments  ■  Personal use 
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Discover our fleet of luxury crewed charter yachts and take  
the next step in yachting holidays.

CARIBBEAN 
Antigua, St Maarten, St Barth, BVIs, The Grenadines

MEDITERRANEAN 
Sardinia, Corsica, Italy, South of France, Greece, Croatia, Turkey 

Go beyond
bareboating

www.diyachtcharter.co.uk        charter@diyachting.co.ukwww.diyachtcharter.co.uk        charter@diyachting.co.ukwww.diyachtcharter.co.uk        charter@diyachting.co.uk            www.diyachtcharter.co.uk        charter@diyachting.co.uk01702 535258

Imagine your next holiday on a privately owned 
yacht, free to explore secluded beaches, islands & the 
beautiful crystal clear waters of the Mediterranean

charter
acht

HOYLAKE SAILING SCHOOL
MERSEYSIDE

5 DAYS OR 2 WEEKEND THEORY COURSES 
Dayskipper • Coastal Skipper 

Yachtmaster Offshore • 
Yachtmaster Ocean

STCW Master <200gt
ONE DAY COURSES

Diesel Engine • VHF • Radar
First Aid • Sea Survival

www.sailorsworld.co.uk 
MARINE HOUSE, 86A MARKET STREET, 

HOYLAKE, WIRRAL, MERSEYSIDE CH47 3BD

0151 632 4664
reception@hss.ac.uk

HOYLAKE.indd   1 11/11/2014   14:10

Includes fantastic 47 or 54 day experience-building 
circumnavigation of Britain and visits to France, Ireland etc.

Quality Training and Individual Attention

RYA Practical & Theory Courses 
Adventure Sailing Holidays

Sailing Weekends

A PASSION FOR SAILING AND ADVENTURE

East Coast Sailing from Woolverstone Suffolk

‘Tremendous value on fantastic yachts.” - Alan

“I can’t wait to go sailing again” - Angela

• RYA Competent crew
• RYA Day Skipper
• RYA Yacht Master Coastal/Offshore
• Channel hopping mile builders
• Own boat tuition
• ICC

Tel: 07702 259568
www.shearwatersailingschool.co.uk
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Yacht Fractions Ltd
(est.1991)

The Yacht share specialists.
Shares for sale used and new boats

New boats supplied for private or shared 
or Charter management

Bavaria, Beneteau, Jeanneau.
UK and Med.

www.yachtfractions.co.uk
01326 374435

BOAT YARD

BOAT YARD

visit sailingtoday.co.uk

PONTOONS & SWINGING MOORINGS Choose from our half-tide pontoons 
with electrics and water, or our full tide swinging moorings.

OSMOSIS TREATMENT The South’s leading osmosis centre, with 5 machines 
and 80 years of expert experience.

FULL REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE FACILITIES Carried out by a team of 
trained craftsmen using modern technology, catering for any size and type of boat. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL 02392 463592 
info@haylingyacht.co.uk           www.haylingyacht.co.uk

The Hayling Yacht CoThe Hayling Yacht Co CHICHESTER  HARBOUR

BOATS FOR SALE

DINGHIES

HAD ENOUGH “SAILING ON YOUR EAR”? - THIS 2008 MY GEMINI 105MC 
SAILING CATAMARAN WITH DIESEL AUXILIARY IS RCD CAT.A AND 

SOLVES THAT PROBLEM 

Voted best multihull and second overall of all hull types  
by readers of this magazine in the 2014 survey.

Well maintained, lightly used and extremely well equipped with Air conditioning, 
Warm air heating, Raymarine C120 Chartplotter/ Radar/ GPS/ AIS/ Smartpilot, 

218E DSC VHF radio, Screacher on curved track, Two types of cockpit 
enclosures, Navtex, Solar panel, Electric windlass, built in Microwave, Walker Bay 

tender with sailing kit and 3.5HP outboard, Davits …. and much more.
For detailed specification please contact cliffandpat@hicksonfamily.co.uk 

Tel. 01323 471675.      £94,500  VAT paid
Lying Sovereign Harbour, Eastbourne, UK

0121 323 2333       www.excel-boats.co.uk      
sales@excel-boats.co.uk

Compact and easy for all crew members 
to handle on board

THE INNOVATIVE AND LIGHTWEIGHT 
EXCEL VENTURA SERIES

2.0m- 15kgs
2.3m- 17kgs
2.6m- 19kgs
2.9m- 22kgs

Unbeatable package deals

Many other tenders available, please check website for details

EXCEL BOATS
www.excel-inflatables.co.uk
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The Sailor’s Choice…
Call 01722 416106 for a policy  
designed for your peace of mind.

Admiral Marine Ltd, 4 Barnack Centre,  
Blakey Road, Salisbury SP1 2LP, United Kingdom 
quotes@admiralyacht.com www.admiralyacht.com

Admiral Marine Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

FITTING OUT

visit sailingtoday.co.uk

To advertise call Charlie on 020 7349 3742
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FITTING OUT INSURANCE

INSURANCE

Towergate Insurance is a trading name 
of Towergate Underwriting Group 
Limited. Authorised and regulated 
by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Registered address: Towergate House, 
Eclipse Park, Sittingbourne, Maidstone, 
Kent, ME14 3EN.

Call us today 

0844 892 1310 
or visit towergateinsurance.co.uk

Great value 
insurance

Together we’ve got it covered
  Call now on 01732 223 650 or visit www.boatinsure.co.uk

SPECIALIST BOAT INSURANCE

 An Amlin Group Company

11 Tower View, Kings Hill, West Malling, Kent ME19 4UY. Haven Knox-Johnston is a trading name of Amlin Underwriting Services Limited. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

See behind the ads

Haven Boat Insurance

For tickets & info visit londonboatshow.com

Straightforward online quotation and purchase system

Only pay for the cover you really need

Agreed fi xed value policy with no need for a survey

A member of the Pantaenius Group

Insurance to match the cut of your jib...

www.yachting24.co.uk

01206 251348
www.sailspar.co.uk/st

No tangles or riding turns

Extra leverage so easy to work

Easy to stow & control

Easy to maintain

LIFETIME WARRANTY

Sailspar’s Continuous Line 
Headsail Roller Reefing System

Call & use discount code ST201610% OFF

ENGINES

www.betamarine.co.uk
Tel: 01452 723492   Email: sales@betamarine.co.uk

The Yachtman’s Choice

10 to 150 hp - 14 very smooth, multi-cylinder, heat exchanger
cooled engines

We offer you the best, compact, reliable engines 
at very competitive prices!

Easy engine replacement, we can supply special engine 
feet designed to fit your boat

Engineered in the UK, at Beta Marine in Gloucestershire, 
we welcome your visit

Installation, buy through our dealer network for an installation
package - see our website for dealer listings, or contact us

5 Year ‘Self Service’ Warranty
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PROPELLERS visit sailingtoday.co.uk

Calls maybe recorded. Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA)

Cruising & Racing Sails 
Covers & Accessories
Quality and Performance

Tel: 01202 681128 Email: info@quaysails.com
20 Lagland Street, Poole, Dorset BH15 1QG

www.quaysails.com

QUAY SAILS
(POOLE) Ltd

sails@dolphin-sails.com • www.dolphinsails.com
Tel: 01255 243366

Cruising Sails • Racing Sails
Top Down Furlers • Marine Covers

Architectural Awnings

Established 1964

YACHT DELIVERIES

WEBGUIDE

SAILS

YACHT DELIVERIES Date-A-Sailor
.com

Whether you’re Captain
or Crew, bag yourself a
New Shipmate Today!

OVER 2000 PROPELLERS 

• 2 & 3 Blade 
• Alloy & Bronze 
• Fixed & Folding
• Shafts & Seals 
• Prop Protector 

Rope Cutter

sales@sillette.co.uk  www.sillette.co.uk
020 8337 7543

IN STOCK

SILLETTE MARINE
PROPULSION

or call: 0345 2607 888

Yacht & Dinghy insurance 
at the touch of a button
Includes 'New for Old' cover 

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority

www.craftinsure.com
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Call us now on 
0844 892 1310
towergateinsurance.co.uk

Towergate Insurance is a trading name of  Towergate Underwriting Group 
Limited.  Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority. 
Registered address:  Towergate House, Eclipse Park, Sittingbourne, Maidstone, 
Kent, ME14 3EN.

“I’ve always found 
Towergate very 
helpful, friendly 
and competitively 
priced.”
Mr R Redley, Glasgow

Competitive cover and award winning service from 
RYA qualified advisors. That’s why 1000s of people 
choose to insure their boats with us.

Insurers terms and conditions apply. Contact us for full details. Policies 
exclusions include cover for loss or damage caused by wear and tear.

Together we’ve got it covered
  Call now on 01732 223 650 or visit www.boatinsure.co.uk

SPECIALIST BOAT INSURANCE

 An Amlin Group Company

11 Tower View, Kings Hill, West Malling, Kent ME19 4UY. Haven Knox-Johnston is a trading name of Amlin Underwriting Services Limited. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

See behind the ads

Haven Boat Insurance

LIFERAFTS

WEB GUIDE

PROPELLERS

MARINAS

WWW.SAILINGTODAY.CO.UK
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Call us now on 
0844 892 1310
towergateinsurance.co.uk

Towergate Insurance is a trading name of  Towergate Underwriting Group 
Limited.  Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority. 
Registered address:  Towergate House, Eclipse Park, Sittingbourne, Maidstone, 
Kent, ME14 3EN.

“I’ve always found 
Towergate very 
helpful, friendly 
and competitively 
priced.”
Mr R Redley, Glasgow

Competitive cover and award winning service from 
RYA qualified advisors. That’s why 1000s of people 
choose to insure their boats with us.

Insurers terms and conditions apply. Contact us for full details. Policies 
exclusions include cover for loss or damage caused by wear and tear.

Together we’ve got it covered
  Call now on 01732 223 650 or visit www.boatinsure.co.uk

SPECIALIST BOAT INSURANCE

 An Amlin Group Company

11 Tower View, Kings Hill, West Malling, Kent ME19 4UY. Haven Knox-Johnston is a trading name of Amlin Underwriting Services Limited. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

See behind the ads

Haven Boat Insurance
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MARINE SERVICES

+44 (0)23 8032 0441   |   stellamarisyachting.com
Shamrock Quay Southampton    |   Marina di Ragusa Sicily   |   Sant Carles Marina Spain

• Refit and restoration

• Open yard policy - owners and our skilled

shipwrights can work together

• Classic and modern sailing and motor yachts

• Whole life support for yacht owners

• Voyage preparation and crew resources

• Global troubleshooting

• Mediterranean overwintering and service bases

INSURANCE

visit sailingtoday.co.uk
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RETWEET
We asked you what you thought 
about the proposed antifoul ‘ban’:

Where will it end? Oh yes, I know: 
we will need a professional 
boatyard person to switch the 
sonic antifoul on every time we 
need it... Prices will suddenly go 
up – David Holbourn, via Facebook

My boat my responsibility, know 
your boat and do your work yourself 
– Mark Rowsom, via Facebook

Will we have to pay somebody 
to put carcinogenic fuel in our 
boats? Things getting bloody silly – 
Stephen Lloyd Clarke , via Facebook

We asked if you would change 
your rope-coiling habits 
after watching the Not Under 
Command video we reviewed:

Excellent answer to an old question 
– @EdwardJKemp via Twitter

Great!! Learnt something!! – 
Christian Labezin, via Facebook

LETTERS  |  TWITTER  |  FACEBOOK  |  EMAIL

In search of Stressbreaker
I was a member of a Scottish mountaineering expedition 
which in 1977 helped build and sail the boat Stressbreaker 
that was on the cover of your January 2016 edition.
She was built at a small ferro cement 
boatbuilding yard in Granton in Edinburgh 
belonging to Ian and Wallace Rennie.

Back then the boat was called Eloisa and we 
had a successful climbing expedition sailing 

down the Atlantic to Tierra del Fuego and Patagonia. 
Because the Eloisa had been designed for space and comfort 

rather than speed she unfortunately was quite slow making ocean 
passages. We averaged about 4 knots going down the Atlantic. On 
the other hand it felt strong and safe. We went aground about half 
a dozen times on the expedition, mainly in the relatively uncharted 
Patagonian channels, but didn’t do any serious damage.

Do you or readers have any further information on where 
the photo was taken, where the boat is based now and who the 
current owners might be? Some years ago it 
was being used as a dive boat o�  � ailand.
David Neilson

Ed replies: The picture was taken o�  Ko Roh in Thailand 
a few years ago – anyone know where she is now?

BALTIC ASSISTANCE
I’ve owned two boats now and sailed in the Clyde, the Irish Sea 
and up the west coast of Scotland for the last 10 years, but I 
also write novels. Until now they’ve been gritty Scottish crime 
stories but my next book is going to be based around Baltic 
sailing at the start of the Second World War. I’ve found it di�  cult 
to get information about the sailing scene, yacht clubs, the 
boats and the navigation from that era and I hoped that some 
of your readers might be able to help with my research, even 
if only to point me in the direction of books or the internet.

The scant information I’ve found is in German, which 
I don’t speak. I would also like to access charts of that 
era for the parts of the Baltic sea around Germany, 
Denmark, Sweden and Norway, and if possible, plans 
of yachts typical in Germany at that time. Any help 
would be much appreciate and credited in the book.

Alan Jones, by email

Ed says: If you can help, drop us a line at the address above.

Word of mouth Get in touch
Send your letters to: Sailing Today, Jubilee House, 
2 Jubilee Place, London SW3 3TQ   Tel: 020 7349 3700

COMMENT OF THE MONTH

facebook.com/SailingToday

twitter.com/SailingTodayMag

editor@sailingtoday.co.uk

PRIZE COMMENT 
Our star letter wins a 
bottle of Old Pulteney 
Navigator, the genuine 
maritime malt distilled in 
the fi shing town of Wick. 
inverhouse.com

YOUR PHOTOGRAPHS

 l ABOVE
Mark Sedgman snapped ferocious seas at Periglis, 
St Agnes, Scilly during Storm Imogen, which saw 
wave heights up to 19m in waters o�  north Cornwall

 l LEFT
Members of the Atlantic Odyssey II took to 
sea in a traditional Martiniquais racing yole 
a� er launching it by hand o�  the beach

Nautitech’s Open 40 
performs on a beat

Nautitech’s Open 40 
Upwind cat

NEW BOAT

SAVE ON  
LONDON BOAT 
SHOW TICKETS

9 7 7 1 3 6 7 5 8 6 1 0 0

0 1

January 2016  |  sailingtoday.co.uk  |  £4.20

Treat 
yourselfyourself

The world’s 11 best 
winter charter grounds

The Royal Southern’s 
cruising commodore 

Chris 
Mansfi eld

INTERVIEW

Peaceful waters in 
Wales’s oil capital 
Peaceful waters in 

Milford 
Haven

HOME CRUISING

ROPEWORK
Five useful techniques 
for whipping rope ends

MOTOR SAILOR
How cruisers shaped the 
world’s best motorboat

WI-FI BOOSTERS
Stay connected on the 
hook with our guide

GPS FAILURE
What are the alternatives 
to vulnerable GPS?

GET AWAY YOUR GUIDE TO

GOTHENBURG

SWEDEN

YOUR GUIDE TO

GO FURTHER  I  SAIL BETTER  I  BE INSPIRED

*ST225_001_Cover v2.indd   1 17/11/2015   16:38
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Classic Boat
 l  Global events guide: top regattas

 l  Marga - restored 10-M yacht

 l  Sailing a Romilly with her designer,
Nigel Irens

Yachts & Yachting
 l  Nick Thompson - inside the mind of 

Britain’s Olympic Laser man

 l  Dona Bertarelli – the fastest woman

 l  Take the lead in handicap fl eets

EVENTS  |  DIARY DATES  |  PLACES TO VISIT

What’s on

Classic Boat 
T H E   W O R L D’ S   M O S T   B E A U T I F U L   B O A T S

Under Tower Bridge  
in a ga�  cutter

How hollow spars 
changed sailing

Sweden’s Riva 
1919 Pettersson

Hitler’s tender  

    
ON THE MARKET

Pilot cutters for less
OWNER’S STORY

Kim Holman classic
HEAVY, SLOW, LEGENDARY

Lively Lady

We join the 
Q boat revival
We join the 

MINI 
J-CLASS

9 7 7 0 9 5 0 3 3 1 1 4 1

0 3
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£4.75 US$13.75MARCH 2016

www.classicboat.co.uk
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NEXT MONTH IN SAILING TODAY
ON SALE 24 MARCH

The UK’s top harbours Best places 
to stop around the country

Boreal 55 An aluminium
high-latitude explorer’s cruiser 

Turkey and the Bosphorus Cruising 
in the Dardanelles and Black Sea 

Bavaria uncovered Behind-the-
scenes tour of the shipyard 

Clothing special The lowdown on 
the latest hi-tech deck shoes

13-18 APRIL, LA 
GRANDE MOTTE, 
FRANCE
� e sixth edition of 
the on-water show 
dedicated to catamarans 
and trimarans has 
moved from Canet to 
La Grande Motte, near 
Montpellier. 1000-1900 
(Sun to 1800), entry €8.

 l multicoque-
online.com

INTERNATIONAL MULTIHULL BOAT SHOW 

ANNAPOLIS SPRING SAILBOAT 
SHOW 
22-24 APRIL, MARYLAND, USA
The fi fth annual in-water sailing boat show 
with more than 100 new and brokerage boats. 
Includes the Cruisers University – everything 
you need to know to sail o�  into the sunset. Open 
1000-1800 (1700 on Sun). Tickets c£8 ($12).

 l annapolisboatshows.com

EAST COAST SPRING RALLY
30 APRIL-2 MAY, HARWICH MARINA
Informal rally gathering at Harwich of the 
Su� olk, Essex and Kent sections of the Cruising 
Association. All-weather pontoon party and 
shanty singing. Open to CA members and guests.

 l su� olk@theca.org.uk

FISH AND SHIPS CHARITY FUN DAYS
 9-10 APRIL, PORTLAND MARINA, DORSET
Pontoon with boats on display, used 
boat sales, test sails, RIB rides and trips, 
diving demos, Dorset produce, live music 
and food theatre from the Crab House 
restaurant. Free entry, 1000-1700.

 l deanreddyho� .co.uk/news

CHASING THE WHALE 
1 APRIL, CUTTY SARK, LONDON
A rousing night of music, tale-telling and � lm 
about the dark life of a whaler. Kings of the 
South Seas are joined by acclaimed singer Tim 
Eriksen, award-winning author Philip Hoare and 
director Adam Clitheroe. 1930 and 2130. £18

 l rmg.co.uk
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                 YOUR PREVIEW TO THIS YEAR’S DINGHY SHOW 

MOD70 
showdown  

OFFSHORE 

Take the lead 
HOW TO WIN

in handicap fl eets 
PLUS Bloody Mary 

winner’s tips 

Noble failures
ANALYSIS

Sights set 
INTERVIEW

on gold  
Nick Thompson – 
in the footsteps of 
Olympic legends 

Rambler 
ON BOARD

Highs and lows of 
the Sydney-Hobart 

Bypass the protest room 
and boost your confi dence

ESSENTIAL RULES
Expert advice: fi nd the 
fastest kit for your boat 

DECK HARDWARE
Plan your dream trip to the 
2017 America’s Cup venue  

BERMUDA GUIDE 
GC32s take over for 2016 
Extreme Sailing Series 

EXTREME REVAMP

 8 designs that went 
spectacularly wrong  

PLUS Dona Bertarelli – 
the fastest woman 
around the world
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INTERVIEW

                 YOUR PREVIEW
FREE

52-page 

guide* 
 *with UK copies
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Don’t miss our sister titles this month
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 BRITISH COMMISSION FOR MARITIME 
HISTORY LECTURE 
28 APRIL, KING’S COLLEGE, LONDON
Peter Solar from Vrije University, Brussels, is 
the guest speaker, on the topic of UK shipping 
during the Industrial Revolution, including new 
data from Lloyd’s. All welcome from 5.15pm, at 
the Department of War Studies, sixth fl oor. Free. 

 l maritimehistory.org.uk
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ABROLHOS  |  VAGABOND II

Dispatches

FEATURE HERE! 
Send us your dispatches – from St Mawes to St Croix

Vagabond II

LOA: 36ft 0in (11.0m)

Beam: 10ft 1in (3.1m)

Draught: 5ft 11in (1.8m)

Built: 2007

We are heading to a place where 
hundreds of amazing creatures will 
surround us day and night. Five tiny 

islands, the creation of the coral reefs, the 
biggest in the South Atlantic, and a marine 

park 70km from the Brazilian coast 
The very name of the archipelago is a variation of the phrase 

Abre os olhos, which means ‘keep your eyes open’. A warning 
from this land’s path-breakers to their followers. The danger 

from sharp reefs is not the only reason why even private boats 
avoid this place. There’s no sheltered bay in the Abrolhos.

But we anchor near the Siriba Island and get ready to dive. 
Skipper Chris and I turn into marine creatures, spending 

hours in cool Atlantic waters, not able to take our eyes off 
the treasures of the reef. Tropical fish are not too worried 

about this new clumsy and curious species. We dive down 
to a cave created by the corals.  It’s occupied by a fish half my 
body size! That’s a Brazilian Merou. I start back but the giant 

has as much desire to get out as I do to enter his world.
Wow! If I could cry it underwater I would. A sharp snout has 

appeared in front of me as if from nowhere: a barracuda. 
The only two human inhabitants of the archipelago  are 
representatives of the Brazilian navy. They live on Santa 

Barbara and take care of the lighthouse and random tourists 
like us. The island Siriba is a kingdom of birds. Only four species 

live here: the white-bellied booby, the pilot, the magpie and 
the frigate bird. The other 22 arrive solely to mate.
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EPIRB1/E100G
Emergency Positioning Indicating
Radio Beacon

PLB1
Personal Locator Beacon

Compact    Affordable    Superb Battery Life

Survival Solutions

MOB1
Man Over Board
[Personal Locator inc. AIS & DSC]

EDF1
Electronic Distress Flare
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Fast Cruising    Individual Customization    Easy Sailing    Innovative Design

new 315    345    385    415    455    505    575   new 675

505

DISCOVER 
A NEW LEVEL

CONTACT US NOW FOR DETAILS OF OUR 
SPRING BOAT SHOWS NEAR YOU

Almost infinite ways to combine colour, 
fabric and wood

Design by judel / vrolijk & Co – safe, speedy, 
state-of-the-art

Made for single-handed sailing – with self-
tacking jib and perfect rope control

Inspiration Marine Group Ltd. | contact.us@inspirationmarine.co.uk
Southampton | P 02380 457008 || Windermere | P 01539 447700
Scotland & Ireland | P 01475 522515

Place to live: space, light and ventilation 
below deck
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