
Enter today
for your chance

to Win!
for your chance12

Raf� e ends October 21, 2013 
so that winners can be drawn! 

GO TO
www.NRABannedGunsRaf� e.org 

and ENTER TODAY for YOUR CHANCE to WIN!!!

MAGAZINE

A M E R I C A N R I F L E M A N

Of� cial Journal of the National Ri� e Association

October 2013 The World’s Oldest And Largest Firearm Authority

www.NRABannedGunsRa�  e.org

GREAT GUNS
UP TO 12 CHANCES TO WIN!

A N N O U N C I N G  N R A’s 

“Banned Guns” RAffle
To Enter: www.NRABannedGunsRaf� e.org

Your chance to WIN GUNS that Obama, Biden, 
Feinstein and Bloomberg want to BAN!

And other fi ne fi rearms.



3. FN SCAR 17S Rifl e

MANUFACTURER:
Remington Arms 
Company
CALIBER:
.270 Win.

FEATURES:
 X-Mark Pro adjustable 

pull weight trigger
 Superior “out of the box” accuracy
 Unparalleled dependability

6. Remington Model 700 CDL Rifl e

5. Les Baer Super Match Rifl e

 Remington Model 700 CDL Rifl e

 Les Baer Super Match Rifl e

MANUFACTURER:
Les Baer Custom, Inc.
CALIBER:
.204 Ruger FEATURES:

 Fantastic varmint hunting ri� e 
 Blazing fast 4250 FPS velocity
 ½ minute-of-angle accuracy guarantee

MANUFACTURER:
IWI US
CALIBER:
5.56 x 45 mm NATO

FEATURES:
 Based on the 

Israeli Defense Forces 
infantry ri� e, assembled in the 
USA from U.S. and Israeli parts

 Bullpup con� guration 
 Convertible to 9mm Luger and 5.45 x 39mm

4. IWI US TAVOR SAR Rifl e

MANUFACTURER:
Century International 
Arms
CALIBER:
7.62 x 39 mm

FEATURES:
 100% USA-made 
 Kalashnikov AK-47 design 
 Extremely sturdy and easy to 

maintain

MANUFACTURER:
Barrett Manufacturing

CALIBER:
6.8 mm SPC

FEATURES:
 Six-position MOE stock
 Chrome-lined � uted gas block
 Enhanced trigger guard allows 

access with gloves

1. Barrett Rec7 Rifl e

2. Centurion 39 Sporter AK-style Rifl e

MANUFACTURER:
Remington Arms 
Company
CALIBER:
.270 Win.

FEATURES:
 X-Mark Pro adjustable 

pull weight trigger
 Superior “out of the box” accuracy

Six more great guns you could win... see other side!

Obama, 
Biden, 
Feinstein & 
Bloomberg 
want to 

TAKE
AWAY 
your guns...

 NRA is

GIVING
AWAY 
guns 
instead!

www.NRABannedGunsRaf� e.org

3. FN SCAR 17S Rifl e

MANUFACTURER:
FNH USA
CALIBER:
7.62 x 51 mm NATO

FEATURES:
 Semi-auto version of U.S. 

Special Ops Command ri� e
 Hammer-forged, chrome-lined bore
 Full ambi operating controls

Enter today
for your chance

to Win!

12
GREAT GUNS
UP TO 12 CHANCES 

TO WIN!

Entering is easy, 
fast and fun! 
• Go to 

www.NRABannedGunsRaf� e.org

• Choose the guns you’d like to 
win most.

•  Support NRA’s � ght for freedom 
with a suggested contribution of 
just $5 per entry*.
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SPRINGFIELD’S 9 MM XD-S

Walther.
Carl 
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$6900

Minted between 1878-1921, these hefty Morgan Dollars were actually used in American society from stores

to saloons and were highly desired by bank and train robbers because they contained over ¾ oz of pure silver.

Philadelphia,
San Francisco or

New Orleans MInts*

INVEST IN THE WILD WEST

INVEST IN THE WILD WEST

For Only

$27000Just

������������

00 VAULT VERIFICATION 00

UAMRFCS1013
OFFER EXPIRES 10.15.13

Check or Money Order

1.800.822.GOLD
universalcoin.com (4653)

Since 1995

Board Member:

A+
Rating

Follow
Mike Fuljenz

HISTORY IN YOUR HAND

19 th Century Silver

MORGAN SILVER DOLLARS
MS-64

Diversify your portfolio with the #1 most collected classic U.S. silver coin.

SILVER INVESTOR NOTICE

Forwell over a century, the Carson CityMorgan
Dollar has attracted collectors and investors
worldwide to enhance their portfolios. Well-
preserved Carson City Morgan Dollars are
among themost desirable, lowmintage silver
dollars available on the market today.

Rare Carson City

Gold Coins Also Available

HISTORIC CARSON CITY

� CERTIFIED MINT STATE 64 �
CARSON CITY MORGAN SILVER DOLLAR

Limit (1) one
per household

�Only $8 Priority Shipping & Insurance
�Limited Inventory. Availability Not Guaranteed.

�Your purchase is backed by our Industry-Leading
Quality Assurance & Exchange Policy

�Coins dated 1882-1884 (our choice)
�Certi�ed by PCGS or NGC (our choice)

At only $270 per coin, we expect these authentic, certi�ed Carson City Morgan Dollars to
sell out quickly. Prices have trended higher and due to expected demand, there is a strict
limit of one (1) coin per client household.

Formanymonths, ourexpertshavebeenquietly acquiring someof thebestgemuncirculated
specimens available, speci�cally for this limited o�er. Certi�ed by PCGS (Professional Coin
GradingService) orNGC (NumismaticGuaranty Corporation) ingemuncirculated,Mint State
64 condition, each of these coins was minted between 1882-1884 and hand-selected by
award-winning silver and gold coin expert, Mike Fuljenz.

Holding a Carson City Morgan Dollar in your hand conjures images of grizzled prospectors, famous outlaws andWildWest boomtowns.
Well-preserved specimens still display a vibrant cartwheel luster, attributed in part to using newly-mined silver extracted from the
historic Comstock Lode about 15 miles away from the Carson City Mint.

A mainstay of 19th centuryWildWest commerce, the Carson City Morgan Dollar was only minted intermittently between 1878 and 1893,
when the Carson City Mint closed operations. Even so, its rich numismatic legacy still resonates with collectors and investors today.

ESTEEMED POPULARITY
The #1 most collected classic United States
silver coin, and the legend of the Wild West,
make them one of the most sought-after U.S.
collector coins in history.

CAPTIVATING BEAUTY & DESIGN
Famed “cartwheel” wagon spokes luster & highly
cclaimed George Morgan design, modeled after
Anna Willess Williams, a young Philadelphia
kindergarten teacher.

LOW SURVIVING POPULATION
With over 2/3 of the original mintage believed
to be melted down, and gold & silver prices
trending higher, investors and collectors are
snatching up Morgan dollars.

RISING PRICE TREND
Today’s prices are approximately 40%
higher than 2010 and are expected to
trend higher due to anticipated rising
gold and silver prices.

IMPRESSIVE SIZE
At 3/4 oz of pure silver and a
large 38.1MM diameter,
Morgan Dollars help in-
vestors diversify with silver.

Certified Mint State 64 Gem Brilliant Uncirculated Morgan Dollars

INVENTORY & OFFER IS LIMITED. ORDER TODAY.
We don’t want any NRA members to miss this opportunity but supplies are limited.

For a limited time and before our allotment is depleted, you can add up to 5 of
these large historic hand-selected silver coins to your portfolio or collection at
our exclusive NRA member price.

NATIONALLY TRUSTED GRADING SERVICES
Each historic hand-selected certified Morgan is graded and certified by PCGS (Professional Coin
Grading Service) or NGC (Numismatic Guaranty Corporation) in a sonically-sealed tamper-evident
holder to preserve their MS-64 condition.

*Our choice of 19th century dates (1878-1899) &
mints (Philadelphia, San Francisco or New Orleans)

Plus $8 Priority Shipping & Insurance

Limit (5) five
per household

ea.

Price subject to change • Availability not guaranteed • No dealers please

Please read important customer disclosures on our website or that accompany products purchased, including arbitration agreement. Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax to orders under $1000.
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MEMBER PROGRAMS: (800) 672-3888

Volume 161, No. 10, 127th Year of Publication

OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF THE NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

The NRA, the foremost guardian of the traditional American right to “keep and bear arms,” 
believes every law-abiding citizen is entitled to the ownership and legal use of fi rearms, and that 

every reputable gun owner should be an NRA Member.
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A Full House In Texas: 2013 NRA-ILA Leadership Forum . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 18
Chris W. Cox On May 3 in Houston a sold-out crowd of more than 6,000 NRA-ILA support-

ers packed the George R. Brown Convention Center for the 2013 NRA-ILA 
Leadership Forum.

Walther. Carl Walther.  .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 64
Mark A. Keefe, IV A more than 125-year-old company, Walther has set up its own facility in 

Arkansas—Walther USA—and the guns it offers are a re� ection of not only 
the venerable German gunmaker, but also its sister company—Umarex. 
Never heard of Umarex? Well, read on.

Winchester’s AAssistant Coach . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 70
John Zent By providing shotgunners a practical and affordable tool for visualizing 

misses, TrAAcker shotshells can help them learn to master lead and hit 
more birds.

Filling A Niche: FN’s Early Side-By-Sides .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 76
Anthony Best known for producing Auto-5 semi-automatic and Superposed 

over-under shotguns, Belgium’s Fabrique Nationale also made side-by-
side double guns. And they had nothing to do with John Browning.

“Bring Enough Gun”: A History Of FBI Long Guns. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 80
Bill Vanderpool The sight of a G-Man with a Thompson is one of the most iconic images of 

the FBI. But the Bureau has issued its agents many other long guns, ranging 
from pump-action Remingtons to Rock River M4s. 

Recoil Management: Springfield’s 9 mm Luger XD-S. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 86
Mark A. Keefe, IV With the subcompact, single-stack .45 ACP Spring� eld XD-S pistol intro-

duced last year taking awards and � ying off shelves, why chamber it in 
9 mm Luger? In a word, recoil. 

Options For Safe Gun Storage .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 88
B. Gil Horman From simple trigger locks to instantly accessible lock-boxes to safes that 

literally weigh a ton, safe gun storage options abound. Here’s how to � nd out 
which one is right for you.

 “Where Will We Bury Them All?”: Finnish Arms Of The Winter War .. .. 94
Tom Laemlein Invaded by the expansionist Soviet Union in 1939, the Finns, a small nation 

of practiced ri� emen, held Stalin’s hordes at bay for months with Mosin-
Nagants and other small arms, including those designed by Aimo Lahti.

The Show Goes On .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .118
Jeff Johnston The legendary Harrisburg, Pa., sports show has a new name and producer—

the NRA—and now America’s best outdoor show will be bigger and better 
than ever.

Wayne R. LaPierre, 
Executive Vice President

THE COVER: As far as we can tell, Ian Fleming’s James Bond never 
used a nickel-plated Walther PPK/S in .22 Long Rifl e. The 
126-year-old fi rm of Walther has made news, though. This 
year, Walther started its own U.S. operation in Arkansas 
and introduced several new models, including the PPK/S 
.22. For more on Walther yesterday and today, turn to 
Editor In Chief Mark Keefe’s story beginning on p. 64. Photo 
by Forrest MacCormack. Design by David J. Labrozzi. 
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Vanderlinden

CALIBER: .45 ACP  •  MODEL: COLT® GOVERNMENT MODEL®

The Fight To Defend America’s Freedom Continues

®“We the People” Tribute Pistol

day, America Remembers proudly presents an exclusive and Officially Licensed

® Government Model® Pistol in
r .45 ACP. Each working Colt .45 pistol captures the spirit and sacrifice of

An American Original
There is no better canvas for

the “We the People” Tribute than
the Colt® Government Model® .45
pistol. It is an American-made
firearm legend that defended our
liberty through major world wars
and history-making conflicts. No
firearm in history can boast a more impressive record of American military service than
the classic Colt® Government Model® .45 which served as the official sidearm for our
country’s Armed Forces from 1911 to 1985. More than a century later, it is still considered
by generations of American Veterans to be one of the best and most powerful military
sidearms ever issued.
Secure Your Piece of History

Only 1,000 of these Officially Licensed Colt Tributes will be produced in this edition.
Reservations will be accepted in the order they are received. You can mail us your order,
or to prioritize your order and confirm availability, call us toll-free at 1-800-682-2291. We
will arrange delivery through a licensed firearms dealer of your choice. If for any reason
you are less than satisfied with the Tribute, you may return it in original, unfired condition
within 30 days for a full refund. Please don't hesitate to reserve your Tribute now before
it is too late.

Now is your opportunity to honor the founders and the founding ideals of the United
States of America. More than two centuries ago, this nation was born from a dream of
freedom and liberty for all. It was a dream that came true only after great courage and
sacrifice. It is a dream that will continue as long as all Americans resolve to defend and
protect all of our freedoms outlined by our Founding Fathers. Every gleaming image on
the Tribute will serve as a reminder that freedom is worth fighting for and the only group
capable of defending America is “We the People.”

“‘We the People’ Tribute Pistol”, a working Colt .45 pistol, at the

.

to:  � VISA  � MasterCard  � AMEX  � Discover  

Exp.

To place your reservation toll-free call 1-800-682-2291

America Remembers®
10226 Timber Ridge Drive � Ashland, Virginia  23005

www.americaremembers.com

Name 

Address 

City/State/Zip 

Telephone ( ) 

*All orders are subject to acceptance and credit verification prior to shipment. Shipping and
handling will be added to each order. Virginia residents please add 5% sales tax.

©AHL, Inc.

America Remembers® Presents  � An Officially Licensed Colt Pistol

® “We the People” Tribute Pistol is a work of art in blued steel with

 fife in hand. Known as “Yankee Doodle,” this

own painting

e Constitution. While the main text of the

  

COLT,          ,  
GOVERNMENT

MODEL, and 
RAMPANT COLT

are registered 
trademarks of  New
Colt Holding Corp. 

and are used by 
America Remembers

under license. All
rights reserved.

Display Case Available
An optional custom-built, wooden display case is

available for purchase.
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CALIBER: .45 ACP  •  MODEL: COLT® GOVERNMENT MODEL®

The Fight To Defend America’s Freedom Continues

TheColt®“We the People” Tribute Pistol

Even though the United States of America has been independent for more than 235
years, no free nation can rest on its laurels. As Americans, it is our duty to remain vigilant. 

Today, America Remembers proudly presents an exclusive and Officially Licensed
Colt .45 Tribute that celebrates the icons and ideas that make our nation so great. The Colt
“We the People” Tribute is a classically decorated Colt® Government Model® Pistol in
caliber .45 ACP. Each working Colt .45 pistol captures the spirit and sacrifice of
America’s founding patriots and the freedoms they fought to secure. Craftsmen
commissioned specifically by America Remembers decorate both sides of the blued steel
slide in elegant 24-karat gold artwork and blackened patina to highlight the details of the
artwork. Additionally, all of the Tribute’s hardware has been handsomely polished and
decorated in 24-karat gold, including the grip screws, slide stop, hammer, safety lock, and
magazine catch.
The Fight for Freedom Never Ends

American firearms enthusiasts are keenly aware of the ongoing battles for personal
liberty. Decisions are constantly being made for us by elected politicians and Federal and
State Courts that challenge our freedom in ways that the architects and authors of the
Constitution could have never imagined. Or maybe great leaders like Washington,
Madison, and Jefferson knew exactly what was ahead for our nation?  

Reading the words of our Founding Fathers, it is clear that they understood the
challenges to come. Our Founding Fathers recognized that our freedom and liberty can
not be taken for granted. As citizens, the biggest mistake we can make is to take our
freedom for granted. The day we do is the day our freedoms start to slip away.  

What makes the Colt “We the People” Tribute such an important firearm is that it will
keep that message alive for future generations. It celebrates the birth of our nation and
our continued support for the Constitution. It stirs our passion and our patriotism.
Whether you are a firearms collector, a history buff, or simply a proud American, this
Tribute will ensure that the lessons of history will be remembered for decades to come.
Much like the United States, the pistol chosen for this Tribute is built to last.     

An American Original
There is no better canvas for

the “We the People” Tribute than
the Colt® Government Model® .45
pistol. It is an American-made
firearm legend that defended our
liberty through major world wars
and history-making conflicts. No
firearm in history can boast a more impressive record of American military service than
the classic Colt® Government Model® .45 which served as the official sidearm for our
country’s Armed Forces from 1911 to 1985. More than a century later, it is still considered
by generations of American Veterans to be one of the best and most powerful military
sidearms ever issued.
Secure Your Piece of History

Only 1,000 of these Officially Licensed Colt Tributes will be produced in this edition.
Reservations will be accepted in the order they are received. You can mail us your order,
or to prioritize your order and confirm availability, call us toll-free at 1-800-682-2291. We
will arrange delivery through a licensed firearms dealer of your choice. If for any reason
you are less than satisfied with the Tribute, you may return it in original, unfired condition
within 30 days for a full refund. Please don't hesitate to reserve your Tribute now before
it is too late.

Now is your opportunity to honor the founders and the founding ideals of the United
States of America. More than two centuries ago, this nation was born from a dream of
freedom and liberty for all. It was a dream that came true only after great courage and
sacrifice. It is a dream that will continue as long as all Americans resolve to defend and
protect all of our freedoms outlined by our Founding Fathers. Every gleaming image on
the Tribute will serve as a reminder that freedom is worth fighting for and the only group
capable of defending America is “We the People.”

I wish to reserve ___ of the “‘We the People’ Tribute Pistol”, a working Colt .45 pistol, at the
introductory price of $1,995.* My deposit of $195 per Tribute is enclosed. I wish to pay the balance
at the rate of $100 per month, no interest or carrying charges. Certificate of Authenticity included.
Thirty-day return privilege.

�  Check enclosed for $ .

�  Charge payment of $ to:  � VISA  � MasterCard  � AMEX  � Discover  

No. Exp.

Display Case
�  I wish to reserve the optional, luxuriously lined, custom-made display case with locking 

glass lid. My payment of $149* is enclosed or add to credit card. To place your reservation toll-free call 1-800-682-2291

America Remembers®
10226 Timber Ridge Drive � Ashland, Virginia  23005

www.americaremembers.com

Name 

Address 

City/State/Zip 

Telephone ( ) 

*All orders are subject to acceptance and credit verification prior to shipment. Shipping and
handling will be added to each order. Virginia residents please add 5% sales tax.

©AHL, Inc.

America Remembers® Presents  � An Officially Licensed Colt Pistol

� The Colt® “We the People” Tribute Pistol is a work of art in blued steel with
elegant 24-karat gold artwork.
� The left side prominently features the opening phrase of the Preamble to the United
States Constitution: “We the People of the United States” and a scene depicting the
Boston Tea Party. Also featured is a scene depicting three ragtop patriots matching
across a battlefield with their drums and fife in hand. Known as “Yankee Doodle,” this
well-known scene is an iconic image of the American fighting spirit. Also featured on the
left side, near the hammer, is the familiar stylized Colt logo, signifying that each pistol in 
the edition is an Officially Licensed Colt issue.

� On the right side, artwork depicting “Washington Crossing the Delaware” is prominently featured. The classic and well-known painting
commemorates General George Washington’s crossing of the Delaware River on a cold Christmas night in 1776, during the American
Revolutionary War. 
� Right side also features two excerpts from the Preamble to the United States Constitution in elegant script on flowing banners. “Secure the
Blessings of Liberty” and “To Ourselves and our Posterity”, taken from the stirring introduction to the Constitution. While the main text of the
Constitution has become a hotbed of debate among politicians, judges, and scholars, the Preamble remains a short, simple statement of
purpose. It was an introduction written by the Founding Fathers to summarize why we fought and what we fought for.   

COLT,          ,  
GOVERNMENT

MODEL, and 
RAMPANT COLT

are registered 
trademarks of  New
Colt Holding Corp. 

and are used by 
America Remembers

under license. All
rights reserved.

Display Case Available
An optional custom-built, wooden display case is

available for purchase.
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performance when you need it most. The patented pink-tipped 90 grain 
FTX® bullet delivers consistent expansion, every time. Combined with a 
20% reduction in recoil, the only thing lightweight about it is the recoil 
you’ll feel when you pull the trigger. It is a highly effective option for 
ANY shooter seeking to minimize felt recoil in their compact personal 
protection revolver. 

A portion of the proceeds from the sale of Critical Defense® Lite™ 
will help fund breast cancer research.
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This issue is the sixth American 
Ri� eman available on the iPad 
to NRA members who choose 

Ri� eman as their membership 
magazine. Downloaded straight to 
your iPad from the App Store via 
“NRA Magazines,” our app contains 
the same articles, stories and pho-
tography as the print magazine. In 
addition, the iPad version integrates 
extras in the form of photo gal-
leries, relevant articles from back 
issues and videos from “American 
Ri� eman Television,” as well as 
content created by our E-Media 
Dept. for americanri� eman.org. 
This issue, for example, has a “Gun 
of the Week” on the Walther PPK/S 
.22, which incorporates video of me 
shooting one of the � rst produc-
tion guns in Arnsberg, Germany, at 
the Umarex plant. Don’t know what 
Umarex is? Then you should read 
my article this month starting on 
p. 64, “Walther. Carl Walther.”

American Ri� eman is available 
to NRA members as a bene� t of 
membership as a print magazine, as 
an iPad app, as an enhanced digital 
edition for the desktop or as a digital 
magazine you can download to your 
desktop or other device. If you have 
an iPad and you receive 
Ri� eman as part of your 
NRA membership, it is 
currently available free 
of charge, and the May 
through October issues 
are available.

One article from our May 2013 
issue, “The Guns of Market Garden” 
by historian Martin K.A. Morgan, 
was enhanced for the iPad with two 
segments from “American Ri� eman 
Television” on World War II para-
trooper and NRA Life member Don 
R. Burgett. Burgett, the author of 
Currahee! and three other books 
about his wartime experiences, 
fought in all the 101st Airborne 
Division’s major actions from 
Normandy to Holland to the Battle 
of the Bulge, ending his war at 
Hitler’s Eagle’s Nest. In particular, 
Burgett’s description of liberating 
a concentration camp and what the 
Second Amendment means to him 
are something every American 
should watch. If you don’t have an 
iPad, you can view the segments 
on americanri� eman.org. 

I recently heard from Don’s 
daughter Rene, who said that 
the 88-year-old is working on an 
electronic version of his � fth book, 
which will include his � rst four 
and “the story of his life; before, 

during and after the war 
… the environment my 
father grew-up in, living 
in Detroit during the 
depression, hunting and 
� shing to put food on the 
table, his background 
and how it shaped him 
into the 18-year-old who 
was able to join up for 
and endure wartime as a 
trooper.” The end of the 
book will detail his life 
after the war and uncover 
where life took the few 

surviving buddies who made it 
through the war with him. 

If you want to know more about 
his latest work, friend “Donald R. 
Burgett” on Facebook.

Sincerely,

was able to join up for 

where life took the few 
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If you want to know more about 
his latest work, friend “Donald R. 
Burgett” on Facebook.

Sincerely,



OFFICIAL JOURNAL   IN THE NEWS

The Armed Citizen®

10 OCTOBER 2013 AMERICANRIFLEMAN.ORG

 Studies indicate that fi rearms are used more than 2 million times a year for personal protection, 
and that the presence of a fi rearm, without a shot being fi red, prevents crime in many instances. 
Shooting usually can be justifi ed only where crime constitutes an immediate, imminent threat 
to life, limb, or, in some cases, property. Anyone is free to quote or reproduce these accounts. 
Send clippings via e-mail to armedcitizen@nrahq.org, or by mail to “The Armed Citizen,” 11250 
Waples Mill Road, Fairfax, VA 22030-9400. For bonus features, visit “The Armed Citizen Blog” at 
www.americanrifl eman.org.

 If you have a firsthand “Armed Citizen” experience, 
call NRA-ILA PR/Communications at (703) 267-1193.

Two teens began knocking on 
the back door of a house where 
a 43-year-old woman was home 

alone. The woman grabbed her .38 revolver 
when the teens began to kick in the door. 
They reportedly entered her kitchen and 
charged toward her. The resident fi red a 
single shot and one intruder fell to the 
fl oor before they both fl ed through the 
back door. Later a juvenile showed up at 
a local hospital with a gunshot wound 
to the arm. Both teens were arrested and 
charged with burglary. (Dayton Daily 
News, Dayton, OH, 6/26/13)

A 23-year-old woman was parked 
at a gas station when she 
received sexual advances from 

a man she did not know. The woman  
asked him repeatedly to leave her alone. 
Surveillance video from the gas station 
shows the man approaching and the 
pair arguing. The woman then pulled 
a rifl e from the trunk of the car. Video 
shows the assailant fl ashing a knife and 
trying to hit the woman before she fi red. 
The suspect’s wounds proved fatal. (USA 
Today, Houston, TX, 7/22/13)

Injuries sustained to Anthony Wilson’s 
face, torso, arms and legs were severe, 
but he was last reported to be in 

good condition after he was attacked 
by two dogs in his neighborhood. The 
dogs escaped from a yard early one 
afternoon and attacked 77-year-old 
Wilson. He tried to seek refuge under 
a pickup truck with little success. The 
dogs snapped at his legs and continued 
to bite and claw him, trying to drag him 
from the protection of the vehicle. A 
neighbor heard Wilson’s cries for help 
and responded quickly when he saw the 

dogs attacking. The neighbor retrieved a 
fi rearm and attempted to scare the dogs 
away. But when the dogs then turned 
their attention to the neighbor, he fi red, 
killing both animals. (The Times-Tribune, 
Dunmore, PA, 7/3/13)

Jerry Brown, 63, was outside his cabin 
when he spotted a large black bear. 
The bear fi rst headed away from 

Brown, but then turned toward him and 
attacked. As Brown tried to escape, his 
brother, Randy, retrieved a fi rearm and 
shot at the bear, causing it to run off . 
Brown suff ered extensive injuries to his 
face, including the loss of his left eye. It 
was reported that Brown was in serious, 
but stable, condition and recovering from 
his injuries. (Grand Forks Herald, Shell 
Lake, WI, 6/20/13)

The sound of breaking glass in the 
early hours of the morning woke 
the resident of a rural home and 

alerted him to a burglary in progress. 
The resident armed himself with a pistol 
and confronted the intruder, who was 
brandishing a hatchet. After a physical 
confrontation, the resident fi red his pis-
tol. The resident immediately called the 
police, who arrived to fi nd the suspect in 
the home, deceased from a single gun-
shot wound to the chest. (South Bend 
Tribune, Hudson Lake, IN, 7/9/13)

Residents were at home watching 
a movie around 11:20 p.m. when 
several men forced their way into 

the home through the front door. One of 
the residents opened fi re on the intrud-
ers causing them to fl ee. One suspect 
was killed at the scene and another was 
later found with fatal gunshot wounds 
in the parking lot of a nearby animal 
hospital. Police reported that it appeared 
the suspect’s body was dumped there as 
the others fl ed from the home-invasion-
gone-bad. None of the residents were 
harmed during the ordeal. (The Florida 
Times-Union, Jacksonville, FL, 6/20/13)

Hall Well & Plumbing Inc. was 
closed when two suspects 
broke into the business 

around 3:15 a.m. The business owner, 
who lives just down the street from 
where the robbery was taking place, 
heard the alarm sounding and quickly 
responded. When he arrived, he spotted 
the suspects pushing rolls of copper 
wire valued at almost $5,000. The owner 
confronted the thieves, which resulted in 
a scuffl  e, during which the owner fatally 
shot one of the suspects. The second 
suspect fl ed the scene, but was later 
arrested and charged with felony break-
ing and entering, felony larceny and 
possession of stolen property. (MyFOX8, 
Reidsville, NC, 7/8/13)

Brian Tran, a Vietnamese-American man, was enjoying the Fourth of July weekend at 

a food stand around 1 p.m. when he was approached by a long-haired man wearing 

camoufl age. The man began harassing Tran by making racial remarks and insulting 

Tran’s Vietnamese heritage. He then pulled out a knife and attempted to stab Tran. Lifting his 

shirt, Tran displayed the pistol he had holstered in his waistband, a fi rearm he legally carries 

for protection. The man left upon seeing the fi rearm and Tran called 911. The assailant was 

later arrested and charged with aggravated assault and a hate-crime enhancement due to his 

remarks to Tran. (Orlando Sentinel, Osceola, FL, 7/10/13)
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standing guard
By Wayne LaPierre, Executive Vice President

Like us on Facebook at the National Rifl e Association

A Treacherous Assault On Our Freedom

The tyrants and dictators at the 
United Nations will stop at nothing 
to register, ban and, eventually, 

confi scate fi rearms owned by law-abiding 
Americans like you and me. The U.N. has 
been working for nearly 15 years to force 
its gun banning Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) 
on the United States. 

Now, thanks to President Barack 
Obama, they are closer than ever.

This past June, Obama helped the 

U.N. pass the ATT, thereby openly inviting 
the world’s worst human rights abusers 
to dictate gun policy here in the United 
States. Obama’s Secretary of State, John 
Kerry, excitedly announced that he and 
President Obama “look forward to signing 
it,” which they will likely do any day now.

By signing the U.N. gun-ban treaty, 
Barack Obama will be placing a ticking 
time bomb at every American gun 
owners’ front door. 

That’s because once a treaty like the 
ATT is signed, it never dies. Even if we 
prevent a two-thirds majority of the U.S. 
Senate from ratifying the ATT this year, 
next year or even the year after that, there 
is nothing to stop a future Senate from 
dusting off  the treaty and ratifying it 10, 
20 or even 50 years from now. The text of 
the treaty specifi cally states that it “shall 
be of unlimited duration.”

The second that Obama puts his 
signature on the U.N. gun-ban treaty 
is the second that every U.S. Senate 
election from now until eternity takes on 
a new, heightened level of importance to 
American gun owners.

Despite the half-truths and outright lies 
coming from the Obama administration, 
the U.N. and its gun-ban allies in the 
media, the ATT would potentially create 
an international gun registration system 
that could eventually pave the way for the 
full-blown confi scation of fi rearms owned 
by American gun owners.

Specifi cally, Articles 8, 12 and 15 of 
the treaty would create international 
pressure (and the perfect excuse) for 
signatory nations to compile “records” of 
all gun owners who purchase fi rearms 
imported into their country—and then 
supply this sensitive private information 
to governments of exporting countries. 

In other words, if you bought 
a shotgun made by an Italian gun 
maker, the U.S. government would 
have an obligation to the international 
community to keep a record of your 
purchase. Worse, it could be forced as 
a condition of continuing to receive 
exports of Italian fi rearms to provide this 
information to the Italian government. 
This would result in nothing less than 
international gun registration.

If the U.S. refused to take part in the 
U.N.’s international gun registry, other 
nations could potentially ban their 
domestic fi rearm manufacturers from 

Those who still believe the United 

The U.N.’s driving mission is to 

After all, no human right known to 

Thomas Jeff erson, Patrick Henry and 

As NRA members, you and I are the 

So please, call your U.S. Senators and 

Like us on Facebook at the National Rifl e Association
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That’s because once a treaty like the 
ATT is signed, it never dies. Even if we 
prevent a two-thirds majority of the U.S. 
Senate from ratifying the ATT this year, 

is nothing to stop a future Senate from 
dusting off  the treaty and ratifying it 10, 

the treaty specifi cally states that it “shall 
be of unlimited duration.”

The second that Obama puts his 
signature on the U.N. gun-ban treaty 
is the second that every U.S. Senate 
election from now until eternity takes on 

American gun owners.

coming from the Obama administration, 
the U.N. and its gun-ban allies in the 
media, the ATT would potentially create 
an international gun registration system 

by American gun owners.
Specifi cally, Articles 8, 12 and 15 of 

the treaty would create international 
pressure (and the perfect excuse) for 

all gun owners who purchase fi rearms 
imported into their country—and then 

to governments of exporting countries. 
In other words, if you bought 

a shotgun made by an Italian gun 
maker, the U.S. government would 
have an obligation to the international 
community to keep a record of your 
purchase. Worse, it could be forced as 
a condition of continuing to receive 

information to the Italian government. 
This would result in nothing less than 
international gun registration.

If the U.S. refused to take part in the 
U.N.’s international gun registry, other 
nations could potentially ban their 
domestic fi rearm manufacturers from 

exporting fi rearms to the United States. 
Considering imported fi rearms make up 
more than one-third of the new fi rearm 
market in the U.S., this could drive 
many foreign gun manufacturers out of 
business, signifi cantly increase the cost 
of commonly used rifl es, shotguns and 
handguns, and have an immediate and 
devastating impact on American gun 
owners.

Those who still believe the United 
Nations is a human rights organization 
with the best of intentions are kidding 
themselves. The U.N. doesn’t stop 
violence, murder and genocide. 
It catalogs it, documents it, forms 
commissions about it, and when the fi re 
rages out of control, it calls the United 
States for help. 

The U.N.’s driving mission is to 
accumulate power at the expense of the 
sovereignity of individual nations and 
fundamental individual rights, and its 
gun-ban treaty proves it.

After all, no human right known to 
mankind is more essential to a free and 
just society than the individual right of 
law-abiding citizens to protect themselves 
and their loved ones in the face of criminal 
violence. That’s why our Founding Fathers 
enshrined this freedom in the Second 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.  

Thomas Jeff erson, Patrick Henry and 
Samuel Adams knew that “liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness” are not possible 
without “life”—and that all too often life 
is not possible without the fundamental 
right to use a fi rearm in self-defense.

As NRA members, you and I are the 
brick wall standing between the United 
Nations and our Second Amendment 
freedoms. If the U.N. gun-ban treaty is 
ever signed and ratifi ed into law, we may 
never get a second chance to save the 
Second Amendment.

So please, call your U.S. Senators and 
urge them to stand strong—publicly and 
defi antly—against the U.N. Arms Trade 
Treaty. Recruit your fellow gun owners 
and patriotic friends and neighbors to join 
NRA and take an active role in this fi ght to 
protect our freedom and our sovereignty 
from this treacherous assault.
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The “Weapons of War” Big Lie
Take a look at your personal guns. 

The Remington M700 is in the service 
inventories as the preferred “sniper rifl e.” 
By the Feinstein/Obama expandable 
defi nition, the M700 is a “weapon of war.”

And there is the question of pedigree. 
And pedigree is at the center of the M16/
AR-15 big lie.

The M700’s pedigree goes back to 
the World War I Remington-produced 
Pattern 14 which became the U.S.1917 
Enfi eld. After the war, the action became 
the Model 30, then the 30S, then in 1941, 
the 720, then after the war, the 721 and 722 
morphed into today’s Remington M700.

“Weapons of war”—from Springfi eld 
and Enfi eld rifl ed muskets, to Remington 
rolling blocks and Krags—were sold 
by the hundreds of thousands to 
countless Americans by brokers such as 
Bannerman’s in New York.

Then there are the hundreds of 
thousands of U.S. military small arms—
from ’03 Springfi elds, to 1917 Enfi elds, to 
M1 carbines, to Garands and 1911s—sold 
to law-abiding civilians under the Director 
of Civilian Marksmanship beginning in the 
1930s. Surplus M1s were sold to civilians 
at the same time that remarkable rifl e was 
still in service.

“Weapons of war.”
Next time the subject comes up, don’t 

argue minutiae of technical diff erences 
between true “assault rifl es” and semi-
auto rifl es or magazine capacity. Argue 
this simple truth: Most fi rearms owned 
by Americans today are directly or 
indirectly related to “weapons of war,” 
subject someday, on that basis, to the 
ban lists of the likes of Bloomberg, 
Feinstein and Obama.

“Weapons of war.”
That’s the latest word-

picture painted by the 
gun-ban crowd to scare the public into 
supporting all manner of gun control. 
“Weapons of war” is a term especially 
designed to divide gun owners.

Unless we each educate less 
politically astute friends, it might just 
work. 

I was recently approached by a bird 
hunter of considerable skill. His favorite 
shotgun? A slick, vintage, nickel steel, 
12-gauge, Winchester Model 12. At the 
end of the pleasantries, he asked, “Why 
on earth should people be permitted to 
have weapons of war?”

I was a bit stunned. I asked him if he 
still had his prized Winchester pump.

He said, “Yes. It will go to my son.”
“You realize the Model 12 has a long 

history of service in the U.S. military, and 
as such is clearly ‘a weapon of war’ and 
might someday be banned,” I replied.

Before he could react, I asked if he 
owned a 1911. He nodded that he did.

He agreed with me that the 1911 is 
arguably the most eff ective sidearm ever 
fi elded by all branches of the U.S. military.

“You know, by any practical 
defi nition, it is ‘a weapon of war,’” I said. 

Then I asked, “So what weapon of 
war is it that you want banned? The 
M1 Garand? The ’03 Springfi eld? The 
1917 Enfi eld? The S&W M&P revolver? 

The trapdoor Springfi eld? The P-38, the 
Webley-Fosbery automatic revolver, the 
broomhandle Mauser or the Luger? The 
1896 Swedish Mauser?”

This man owns many of those guns—
all “weapons of war.”

He actually started laughing, then 
mumbled something about the AR-15. 

The “black rifl e” is the most popular long 
gun in America. It is not, as Obama and 
Feinstein declare, “on our streets,” it is in the 
homes of millions of ordinary, peaceable 
Americans. Furthermore, semi-automatic 
long guns are not, as Sen. Feinstein might 
claim, the favorites of urban killers.

For me this phony question of 
“weapons of war” is very personal. I 
grew up going to Camp Perry and other 
high-power venues with my father, 
Irvine Porter, who was a Distinguished 
Marksman. I was surrounded by the 
best people you would ever meet, 
all competing most peaceably with 
“weapons of war.”

Then, the dominant rifl e at Camp 
Perry was the M1. Today it’s the AR-15.

Keep in mind that arguing the 
diff erence between the select-fi re M16 
and the AR-15 is a sticky trap. It belies 
the real eff ort of the gun-ban crowd to 
create defi nitions for banned guns that 
are ever-expanding. 

Gun owners who don’t possess 
AR-15s or AKs or SKSs or Ruger Mini-14s 
or FALs—countless versions of which 
have been banned in California, and 
now in Connecticut and New York—
need to understand that whatever guns 
they own will someday fall under that 
“weapons of war” defi nition.

In truth, any fi rearm is a weapon of 
war in the hands of people making war.

As a youngster, I remember photos 
of then-revolutionary Fidel Castro with a 
scoped high-grade FN bolt gun. Clearly a 
weapon of war. 
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political report
By Chris W. Cox, NRA-ILA Executive Director

False Flags Flying High

Well, here we go again. Another 
group of wealthy, elitist sup-
porters of gun control have 

come together, spending their own 
money to form a new organization to 
pursue their personal, pet agenda. This 
would be unremarkable, except that this 
time they are using the rare gambit of 
pretending to be a group that actually 
supports the Second Amendment. 

Note I said rare—not unprecedented. 
You would think that a group of self-styled 

entrepreneurs would perform some basic 
market research before launching this 
charade. If they had, they would have 
found they are not the first to mount 
such a deception. They would have dis-
covered the remnants of both “Americans 
for Gun Safety” (AGS) and the “American 
Hunters and Shooters Association” (AHSA) 
within the trash heap of history. 

“Americans for Gun Safety” was 
precisely one American, a billionaire from 
New York City (sound familiar?) named 
Andrew McKelvey, who hired a half-dozen 
Democratic staffers and operatives to lob-
by for gun control at both the state and 
federal level. These operatives recognized 
a gravy train when they saw one and they 
milked it for as long as they could, but 
their sponsor eventually tired of funding 
the group after years of failing to pass 
his personal gun control agenda. The 
operatives didn’t miss a beat, however, 

and turned themselves into a think-tank 
with the name of “Third Way.” They still 
exist, now taking funding from a much 
broader array of left-wing interest groups 
to pursue a broader agenda. And one of 
their staffers has re-appeared on the gun 
control scene, recently drafting a lengthy 
report for the Brookings Institution call-
ing for new gun control. 

“American Hunters and Shooters 
Association” had broader support—
this time, it was a group of about six 

gun control supporters who banded 
together to push for new restrictions 
under the guise of supporting our rights. 
And, according to a deposition given 
by a staffer, AHSA far eclipsed AGS in 
member recruitment, eventually arriv-
ing at the vast total of “fewer than 150” 
individual members.

The leader of AHSA was a former 
Washington Redskins football player 
named Ray Schoenke. He liked to shoot 
ducks on Maryland’s Eastern Shore, so he 
considered himself well equipped to be a 
national policy and political leader for all 
hunters. Schoenke also had a lengthy his-
tory of making publicly disclosed dona-
tions to groups like Handgun Control, Inc. 
(now the Brady Campaign) and political 
candidates who supported gun control.

Like McKelvey, Schoenke hired gun 
control lobbyists to work at both the 
state and national level, but he also 

liked to put his own skin in the game. 
In 2008, Schoenke traveled extensively 
to battleground states, making public 
appearances to say why gun owners and 
hunters should vote for Barack Obama. 
The Obama campaign paid handsomely 
for his support, but after the election the 
group dried up and blew away. Schoenke 
later claimed the group had to fold 
because of a lack of support for its agenda 
from the Obama administration. Maybe 
Schoenke’s happy now that Obama has 
finally revealed his true gun-ban agenda.  

Now comes the “American Rifle and 
Pistol Association” (ARPA). Founded 
on July 4, the group bills itself as an 
“independent third voice to the highly 
polarized national firearms conversation, 
a voice of reason and responsibility.”  

But what do their leaders really think? 
ARPA’s CEO Waylan Johnson told U.S. 
News that the reason for their founding is 
because “The NRA represents the firearms 
industry. There’s not a lot of member 
input.”  That sound bite is straight from the 
Obama/Bloomberg playbook, and there’s 
a reason for that. Another founder, group 
chairman Peter Vogt, had a lengthy online 
trail of social media postings in support of 
Bloomberg’s mayors’ group, as well as the 
newer gun control group “Moms Demand 
Action.”  Once discovered, Vogt quickly and 
quietly took down his postings. 

In short, there’s nothing new about 
elitist gun control supporters banding 
together to push their agendas—there’s 
safety in numbers, and they can hide 
behind the veil of secrecy that many such 
groups drape around their funders. But 
the idea of attempting to conceal the 
anti-gun agenda behind a pro-gun façade 
has already been tried, repeatedly, and 
has always failed. 

Your membership dues are not enough.
If you want to defend your right to own and carry a firearm … If your freedom to 

hunt and shoot is important to you …  
Then you need to support the NRA Institute for Legislative Action.

We are the only arm of NRA specifically charged with defending  
your Second Amendment freedoms on Capitol Hill and in  

state legislatures and courtrooms across America.

Please support NRA-ILA today by going to www.NRAILA.org/donate.





A Full House in Texas! 

Senator Ted Cruz 

“The voice of each of you is how we win.”

Governor Sarah Palin

“I cannot think of 4.5 million brothers 
and sisters whom I would rather have on 
my side.  I thank you NRA.”

Judge Jeanine Pirro

“I own guns because it’s my right. ... It’s 
a natural right confi rmed by the very 
people who founded this nation!”

Ambassador John Bolton

“The NRA has done a fantastic job to 
stop the recent eff orts of grabbing 
American citizens’ guns.”

 On May 3 in Houston, a sold-out 
crowd of more than 6,000 NRA-ILA 
supporters packed the George R. Brown 
Convention Center for the 2013 NRA-ILA 
Leadership Forum.
 Led by an all-star cast of the top 
Second Amendment leaders in America, 
we sent a clear message to Barack 
Obama, Joe Biden, Michael Bloomberg 
and every one of their anti-gun allies that 
our Second Amendment freedoms are 
non-negotiable!
 And to think that just a little more 
than a decade ago, an event like this was 
unimaginable.  
 But thanks to the hard work, 
dedication, and unwavering commitment 
of NRA-ILA supporters like you, our 
annual Leadership Forum is now one 
of the most politically signifi cant and 
popular events in America!

 Thanks to you, more than 400 media 
outlets came to Houston and covered 
our Forum from start to fi nish. Thanks 
to you, we were able to broadcast the 
power, unity, and strength of our NRA 
membership to the entire world!  
 Most important, thanks to you, we 
showed political candidates at every level 
of government that they have only two 
choices.  They can either stand strong 
with you, me and NRA-ILA by defending 
our Right to Keep and Bear Arms, or they 
can start looking for another line of work 
at election time.
 So again, thank you for electrifying 
Houston with your strong voice and 
powerful presence.  Together, we made 
a historic statement in defense of our 
freedoms!

Sincerely,

Chris W. Cox
Executive Director, NRA-ILA

We never rest in our mission to guard your freedom, but our 
strength comes from you.  Please help NRA-ILA today by 

going to www.NRAILA.org/donate.  Thank you.

NRA-ILA   2013 LEADERSHIP FORUM
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Chris W. Cox

“As NRA members, we’ve done more 
than anyone to teach safe and 
responsible gun ownership. And we’ve 
fought harder than anyone to keep guns 
out of the hands of violent felons and 
the mentally ill. We’ve made our country 
safer —and more free—by protecting 
the fundamental right of law-abiding 
Americans to defend their homes and 
their families.”

Governor Sarah Palin

“I cannot think of 4.5 million brothers 

my side.  I thank you NRA.”

Governor Rick Perry

“Chris, thanks for all the work that you 
do for this proud organization in defense 
of the right of gun owners all across this 
country.”

Senator Rick Santorum

“You stood tall, you stood for the truth … 
so I am here fi rst and foremost to thank 
the NRA but more importantly to 
thank you.”

Governor Bobby Jindal

“Let me tell you, Chris and the entire 
team at the NRA do a phenomenal job 
for all of us. ... And our cause of freedom 
depends on it.”

Judge Jeanine Pirro

“I own guns because it’s my right. ... It’s 
a natural right confi rmed by the very 
people who founded this nation!”

Ambassador John Bolton

“The NRA has done a fantastic job to 
stop the recent eff orts of grabbing 
American citizens’ guns.”

Congressman Asa Hutchinson 

“It was the NRA that reshaped the national 
debate, focused our nation on protecting 
our schools, and off ered real solutions.”
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Houston, Texas

so I am here fi rst and foremost to thank 
the NRA but more importantly to 

team at the NRA do a phenomenal job 
for all of us. ... And our cause of freedom 
depends on it.”

Taya Kyle, widow of 
Navy SEAL Chris Kyle

“It’s an honor to be here with you today.  
America needs people like you who are 
willing to stand up and fi ght.”



Leave Our Freedom Alone!
We’ve seen the politicians, the national 
media and their billionaire supporters 
attack us … ridicule us … and worst of 
all … blame us for the acts of violent 
criminals and madmen.

They blame us.

Think about that. When a deranged 
criminal murders innocent children, they 
blame us.

They don’t care that as NRA members, 
we’ve done more than anyone to teach 
safe and responsible gun ownership. 

And we’ve fought harder than anyone 
to keep guns out of the hands of violent 
felons and the mentally ill.

We’ve made our country safer—and more 
free—by protecting the fundamental 
right of law-abiding Americans to defend 
their homes and their families.

But they still blame us. 

That’s because where we see tragedy …
Barack Obama and Michael Bloomberg 
see opportunity.

While we pray for God to comfort those 
suff ering unimaginable pain, they rush 
to microphones and cameras, gather in 
war rooms on Capitol Hill, and scheme 
about how to use that suff ering to push 
their political agenda.  

They follow Rahm Emanuel’s blueprint 
… ”Never let a crisis go to waste.” 

That’s who they are and what they 
believe. But not us.

So for those of you in the media … who 
still don’t understand who we are and 
what we believe, I’ll be crystal clear:

We are the moms and dads, and sons 
and daughters, of the National Rifl e 
Association and we want to prevent 
Newtown … not take advantage of it.

But that’s what our opponents do. 

They use tragedy to restrict freedom. 
And it’s up to us to stop them.

We are freedom’s greatest hope, its 
biggest army, and its brightest future.

We will not stand idly by while 
politicians, billionaires, or the media try 
to destroy the rights that countless brave 
American heroes have died defending!

So Mr. President, do you really want to 
make America safer? Senator Feinstein, 
do you really want to protect our kids? 
Senator Schumer, do you really want to 
keep guns out of the wrong hands?  

Then prove it!

Prove it by prosecuting violent criminals. 
Prove it by getting serious about school 
security. And prove it by fi xing our 
mental health system that everyone 
knows is broken.

And while you do that, do one more 
thing: LEAVE OUR FREEDOM ALONE!

Thank you!

The following remarks were delivered at 
the 2013 NRA-ILA Leadership Forum by 
Executive Director Chris W. Cox. 

You know, freedom may not be real 
evident in some parts of the country 
these days … but it sure is clear right 
here in Texas!  

I’m happy to announce that this year’s 
Leadership Forum is SOLD OUT!

Friends, right now … our freedom is 
under attack like never before. Just look 
at the past fi ve months.  

We never rest in our mission to guard your freedom, but our strength comes from you.  Please help 
NRA-ILA today by going to www.NRAILA.org/donate.  Thank you.
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With a .410 under and a .22 LR over, you can put meat in your own stew or 
just plink away at the empty tin stew can after dinner. Whether you shoot for 

survival or for revival, the new Savage Model 42 has you covered.  
Also available in .22 mag and .410.

savagearmssavagearms.com

With a .410 under and a .22 LR over, you can put meat in your own stew or 
just plink away at the empty tin stew can after dinner. Whether you shoot for 

survival or for revival, the new Savage Model 42 has you covered. 
Also available in .22 mag and .410.
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LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 1 - Only available with qualifying minimum purchase (excludes gift value). Coupon 
good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used 
with other discount, coupon or prior purchase. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping & 
Handling charges may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original coupon 
must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER
 

COUPON! FREE!
WITH MINIMUM PURCHASE OF $9.99

SUPER
 

COUPON!

LIMIT 1 - Save 20% on any one item purchased at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by 
calling 800-423-2567. *Cannot be used with other discount, coupon, gift cards, Inside 
Track Club membership, extended service plans or on any of the following: compressors, 
generators, tool storage or carts, welders, fl oor jacks, Towable Ride-On Trencher (Item 
65162), open box items, in-store event or parking lot sale items. Not valid on prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase date with original receipt. Non-transferable. Original 
coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

ANY SINGLE ITEM!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

20%
OFF

How do we sell high quality tools at the 
lowest prices? We cut out the middle man 
and buy direct from the factories who supply 
other major brands. It’s just that simple! 
Come see for yourself and use this 20% Off 
Coupon on one of our 7,000 products*, plus 
pick up a Free 1" x 25 Ft. Tape Measure, a 
$5.99 value. We stock Automotive Tools, 
Power Tools, Air Tools and Compressors, 
Engines and Generators, Welders, Hand 
Tools, Tool Storage, Tarps and much more.
•  1 Year Low Price Guarantee!
•  No Hassle Return Policy!
•  100% Satisfaction Guaranteed!
•  Over 25 Million Satisfi ed Customers!
•  430+ Stores Nationwide!
NOBODY BEATS OUR QUALITY, SERVICE AND PRICE!

FACTORY DIRECT TO YOU!
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 Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 

 Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 

 Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 

 Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

 Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 

 Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 

LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER
 

COUPON!

 

GRAND 
OPENINGS

Auburndale, FL
Indianapolis, IN

Humble, TX
Sterling, VA

Lafayette, IN
Santa Fe, NM

Hickory, NC
El Paso, TX

3/8" x 75 FT. 
CAMOUFLAGE 

POLY ROPE
LOT NO. 

47835

 $299 REG. 
PRICE 
$8 .99 

SAVE 
66%

SAVE 
50%SAVE 

60%

SAVE 
56%

SAVE 
$176

SAVE 
$150

SAVE 
$70

SAVE 
55%

SAVE 
$200

SAVE 
41%

SAVE 
60%

SAVE 
54%

SAVE 
36%

SAVE 
$150

SAVE 
68%

SAVE 
$70

SAVE 
$150

SAVE 
50%

SAVE 
$40

SAVE 
$200

 20-60 x 60mm 
SPOTTING SCOPE 

WITH TRIPOD 

LOT NO.  94555 

 $3999 REG. 
PRICE 

$64 .99 

SAVE 
38%

 8" HUNTING/
SURVIVAL KNIFE 

LOT NO. 
90714

 $699 
REG. PRICE $11 .99 

 580 LB. CAPACITY 
FOUR DRAWER 

TOOL CART 

 $9999 REG. 
PRICE 

$259 .99 

SAVE 
$160

1 2" SLIDING COMPOUND 
DOUBLE-BEVEL 

MITER SAW WITH 
LASER GUIDE 

 $12399 
REG. PRICE $299 .99 

LOT NO. 
98194/69684

SAA
NEW!

EAR MUFFS
LOT NO. 

94334

 $399 
REG. PRICE $9 .99 

Item 
 95275 
 shown

 3 GALLON, 100 PSI 
OILLESS PANCAKE 
AIR COMPRESSOR 

LOT NO.  95275 /
60637/69486

REG. 
PRICE 

$79.99 $3999 

LOT NO. 
94141/
69874/
61320

 TRIPLE BALL 
TRAILER HITCH Item  94141  shown

 $1999 REG. 
PRICE 

$54 .99 

SAVE 
63%

 60" WORKBENCH  WITH 
FOUR DRAWERS

 $13999 
REG. PRICE $249 .99 

LOT NO.   93454  /
69054/61488

Item 93454 
shown

SAVE 
$110

Item 90984 
shown

4 PIECE 1" x 15 FT. 
RATCHETING 

TIE DOWN SET
LOT NO. 90984/

60405/61524

 $799 
REG. PRICE $17 .99 

30",  11 DRAWER 
ROLLER CABINET LOT NO. 

67421/
61485

 $14999 
REG. PRICE $299 .99 

INCLUDES:
6 Drawer Top Chest• 
2 Drawer Middle Section• 
3 Drawer Roller Cabinet• 

Item 67421 
shown

 AUTOMATIC 
BATTERY FLOAT 

CHARGER 
LOT NO. 42292  /

69594/69955

 $499 REG. 
PRICE 

$14 .99 

Item 42292 
shown

Item 95659 shown

SAVE 
66%

 WIRELESS DRIVEWAY 
ALERT SYSTEM 

LOT NO. 93068/69590

 $1299     
REG. PRICE $29.99

Item 
93068 
shown

 12" RATCHET 
BAR CLAMP/SPREADER 

LOT NO.  46807 /
68975/69221/

69222

REG. 
PRICE 
$5.9 9  $199 

Item 
46807 
shown

SAVE 
66%

LOT NO. 
 95578/69645 /

60625

 4-1/2" ANGLE GRINDER  

REG. PRICE $19.99
 $999 Item 95578 

shown

 18 VOLT CORDLESS 
3/8" DRILL/DRIVER 

WITH KEYLESS CHUCK 

 $1599 
REG. 

PRICE 
$34 .99 

LOT NO.  68239 /69651
Includes one 

18V NiCd 
battery and 

charger.

Item 68239 shown

 7 FT. 4" x 9 FT. 6" 
ALL PURPOSE WEATHER 

RESISTANT TARP 
LOT NO. 877/69137/
69249/69129/69121

REG. 
PRICE 
$8 .99  $279 

Item 877 
shown

3200 RATED WATTS/
 4000 MAX. WATTS

PORTABLE GENERATORS  
(212 CC)

LOT NO.  68528/ 69676/69729
LOT NO.  68527/69675/69728,

CALIFORNIA ONLY 

70 dB • 
Noise 
Level

R
PON! 7

N
L

N N
LSUPER

   QUIET!

REG. PRICE $499.99
 $29999 

Item 
68528 
shown

3-IN-1 JUMP STARTER
AND POWER SUPPLY

LOT NO.  
38391 /60657

Item 38391 
shown

Item 68332 
shown

 $3799 REG. 
PRICE 

$59 .99 

 900 PEAK AMPS 

REG. 
PRICE 

$34 .99 

1/4" DRIVE
LOT NO.  2696/61277 

3/8" DRIVE
LOT NO.  807/61276 

1/2" DRIVE
LOT NO.  239 

YOUR CHOICE!

 $999 

 TORQUE 
WRENCH ES

Item   239 
shown  

SAVE 
71%

 RECIPROCATING SAW
 WITH ROTATING HANDLE

SAVE 
60%

LOT NO.  65570 

 $1999 
REG. PRICE $49 .99 

 45 WATT SOLAR 
PANEL KIT 

LOT NO. 
68751/90599

REG. PRICE $249 .99 
 $13999 

Item 
68751 
shown

SAVE 
$110

SUPER
 

COUPON!

RETRACTABLE AIR/WATER 
HOSE REEL WITH 

3/8" x 50 FT. HOSE
LOT NO.  93897/69265 

 $5999 REG. 
PRICE 

$129 .99 

Item 93897 
shown

LOT NO. 90018/
69595/60334

Item 
90018 
shown  $7999 

REG. PRICE $149 .99 

1500 LB. 
CAPACITY

 SUPER-WIDE TRI-FOLD 
LOADING RAMP SUPER

 

COUPON!

 RAPID PUMP® 
3 TON HEAVY DUTY 
STEEL FLOOR JACK 

LOT NO.  68048 /69227

Item 
 68048  
shown

 $6999 REG. 
PRICE 

$149 .99 

WEIGHS 74 LBS. SAVE 
$80

LOT NO. 
68332/61229/

61624

4 CHANNEL 
SURVEILLANCE DVR WITH 

4 INFRARED CAMERAS

 $24999 
REG. PRICE $399 .99 

Over 2500 
hours of 

recording time.

12,000 LB. ELECTRIC WINCH 
WITH REMOTE CONTROL AND 

AUTOMATIC BRAKE

 $29999 REG. 
PRICE 

$499.99

LOT NO.  68142 /
60813/61256

Item 68142 shown

 $599 REG. 
PRICE 

$14 .99 

 9 PIECE FULLY POLISHED 
COMBINATION WRENCH SETS 

SAE
LOT NO. 42304/69043

METRIC
LOT NO. 42305/69044

YOUR 
CHOICE!

Item 
42304 
shown

 $999 REG. 
PRICE 

$29 .99 

 12 VOLT
MAGNETIC 

TOWING
LIGHT KIT 

LOT NO. 67455/
69626/69925/96933

Item 67455 
shown

SAVE 
66%

 $24999 
REG. PRICE $399 .99 

1195 LB. CAPACITY
4 FT. x 8 FT.

HEAVY DUTY FOLDABLE 
UTILITY TRAILER

LOT NO. 
 90154/69914 

DOT certifi ed• 

Item 90154 shown

1/2" ELECTRIC 
IMPACT WRENCH

LOT NO. 
68099/45252/
69606/61173

REG. PRICE $69 .99 
 $3799 

SAVE 
45%

Item 68099 
shown

 GUN SAFE/VAULT 
LOT NO.  

93473 /61581

REG. PRICE $139.99
 $9999 

1" x 25 FT. 
TAPE MEASURE

REG. PRICE $5.99

Item 47737
shown

ITEM 47737/69080/
69030/69031

LOT NO. 
95659/61634

"Impressive Accuracy, 
Amazing Value"
– Car Craft Magazine

ACCURACY 
WITHIN ±4%

Item 
69684 
shown

Item 
93473 
shown

"Voted the Best Deal in Winching"
– Off-Road Magazine

AR1013



HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS
Quality Tools at Ridiculously Low Prices ON ALL HAND TOOLS!
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SUPER
 

COUPON!

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-
2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good 
while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. 
Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - 

LIMIT 3 - 

LIMIT 7 - 

LIMIT 6 - 

LIMIT 1 - Only available with qualifying minimum purchase (excludes gift value). Coupon 
good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used 
with other discount, coupon or prior purchase. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping & 
Handling charges may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original coupon 
must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER
 

COUPON! FREE!
WITH MINIMUM PURCHASE OF $9.99

SUPER
 

COUPON!

LIMIT 1 - 

SUPER
 

COUPON!

20
How do we sell high quality tools at the 
lowest prices? We cut out the middle man 
and buy direct from the factories who supply 
other major brands. It’s just that simple! 
Come see for yourself and use this 20% Off 
Coupon on one of our 7,000 products*, plus 
pick up a Free 1" x 25 Ft. Tape Measure, a 
$5.99 value. We stock Automotive Tools, 
Power Tools, Air Tools and Compressors, 
Engines and Generators, Welders, Hand 
Tools, Tool Storage, Tarps and much more.
•  1 Year Low Price Guarantee!
•  No Hassle Return Policy!
•  100% Satisfaction Guaranteed!
•  Over 25 Million Satisfi ed Customers!
•  430+ Stores Nationwide!
NOBODY BEATS OUR QUALITY, SERVICE AND PRICE!

FACTORY DIRECT TO YOU!

SUPER
 

COUPON!
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LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 1/15/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

GRAND 
OPENINGS

Auburndale, FL
Indianapolis, IN

Humble, TX
Sterling, VA

Lafayette, IN
Santa Fe, NM

Hickory, NC
El Paso, TX

3/8" x 75 FT. 
CAMOUFLAGE 

POLY ROPE
LOT NO. 

47835

 $299 REG. 
PRICE 
$8 .99 

SAVE 
66%

SAVE 
50%SAVE 

60%

SAVE 
56%

SAVE 
$176

SAVE 
$150

SAVE 
$70

SAVE 
55%

SAVE 
$200

SAVE 
41%

SAVE 
60%

SAVE 
54%

SAVE 
36%

SAVE 
$150

SAVE 
68%

SAVE 
$70

SAVE 
$150

SAVE 
50%

SAVE 
$40

SAVE 
$200

 20-60 x 60mm 
SPOTTING SCOPE 

WITH TRIPOD 

LOT NO.  94555 

 $3999 REG. 
PRICE 

$64 .99 

SAVE 
38%

 8" HUNTING/
SURVIVAL KNIFE 

LOT NO. 
90714

 $699 
REG. PRICE $11 .99 

 580 LB. CAPACITY 
FOUR DRAWER 

TOOL CART 

 $9999 REG. 
PRICE 

$259 .99 

SAVE 
$160

 $123LOT NO. 
98194/69684

SAA
NEW!

EAR MUFFS
LOT NO. 

94334

 $399 
REG. PRICE $9 .99 

Item 
 95275 
 shown

 3 GALLON, 100 PSI 
OILLESS PANCAKE 
AIR COMPRESSOR 

LOT NO.  95275 /
60637/69486

REG. 
PRICE 

$79.99 $3999 

 
Item  94141  shown

 $1999 

SAVE 
63%

 60" WORKBENCH  WITH 
FOUR DRAWERS

 $13999 
REG. PRICE $249 .99 

LOT NO.   93454  /
69054/61488

Item 93454 
shown

SAVE 
$110

Item 90984 
shown

4 PIECE 1" x 15 FT. 
RATCHETING 

TIE DOWN SET
LOT NO. 90984/

60405/61524

 $799 
REG. PRICE $17 .99 

30",  11 DRAWER 
ROLLER CABINET LOT NO. 

67421/
61485

 $14999 
REG. PRICE $299 .99 

INCLUDES:
6 Drawer Top Chest• 
2 Drawer Middle Section• 
3 Drawer Roller Cabinet• 

Item 67421 
shown

 

 $499 

Item 42292 
shown

Item 95659 shown

SAVE 
66%

 WIRELESS DRIVEWAY 
ALERT SYSTEM 

LOT NO. 93068/69590

 $1299     
REG. PRICE $29.99

Item 
93068 
shown

 12" RATCHET 
BAR CLAMP/SPREADER 

LOT NO.  46807 /
68975/69221/

69222

REG. 
PRICE 
$5.9 9  $199 

Item 
46807 
shown

SAVE 
66%

LOT NO. 
 95578/69645 /

60625

 4-1/2" ANGLE GRINDER  

REG. PRICE $19.99
 $999 Item 95578 

shown

 18 VOLT CORDLESS 
3/8" DRILL/DRIVER 

WITH KEYLESS CHUCK 

 $1599 
REG. 

PRICE 
$34 .99 

LOT NO.  68239 /69651
Includes one 

18V NiCd 
battery and 

charger.

Item 68239 shown

 7 FT. 4" x 9 FT. 6" 
ALL PURPOSE WEATHER 

RESISTANT TARP 
LOT NO. 877/69137/
69249/69129/69121

REG. 
PRICE 
$8 .99  $279 

Item 877 
shown

3200 RATED WATTS/
 4000 MAX. WATTS

PORTABLE GENERATORS  
(212 CC)

LOT NO.  68528/ 69676/69729
LOT NO.  68527/69675/69728,

CALIFORNIA ONLY 

70 dB • 
Noise 
Level

R
PON! 7

N
L

N N
LSUPER

   QUIET!

REG. PRICE $499.99
 $29999 

Item 
68528 
shown

3-IN-1 JUMP STARTER
AND POWER SUPPLY

LOT NO.  
38391 /60657

Item 38391 
shown

Item 68332 
shown

 $3799 REG. 
PRICE 

$59 .99 

 900 PEAK AMPS 

REG. 
PRICE 

$34 .99 

1/4" DRIVE
LOT NO.  2696/61277 

3/8" DRIVE
LOT NO.  807/61276 

1/2" DRIVE
LOT NO.  239 

YOUR CHOICE!

 $999 

 TORQUE 
WRENCH ES

Item   239 
shown  

SAVE 
71%

 

SAVE 
60%

LOT NO.  65570 

 $1999 
REG. PRICE $49 .99 

 45 WATT SOLAR 
PANEL KIT 

LOT NO. 
68751/90599

REG. PRICE $249 .99 
 $13999 

Item 
68751 
shown

SAVE 
$110

SUPER
 

COUPON!

RETRACTABLE AIR/WATER 
HOSE REEL WITH 

3/8" x 50 FT. HOSE
LOT NO.  93897/69265 

 $5999 REG. 
PRICE 

$129 .99 

Item 93897 
shown

LOT NO. 90018/
69595/60334

Item 
90018 
shown  $7999 

REG. PRICE $149 .99 

1500 LB. 
CAPACITY

 SUPER-WIDE TRI-FOLD 
LOADING RAMP SUPER

 

COUPON!

 RAPID PUMP® 
3 TON HEAVY DUTY 
STEEL FLOOR JACK 

LOT NO.  68048 /69227

Item 
 68048  
shown

 $6999 REG. 
PRICE 

$149 .99 

WEIGHS 74 LBS. SAVE 
$80

LOT NO. 
68332/61229/

61624

4 CHANNEL 
SURVEILLANCE DVR WITH 

4 INFRARED CAMERAS

 $24999 
REG. PRICE $399 .99 

Over 2500 
hours of 

recording time.

12,000 LB. ELECTRIC WINCH 
WITH REMOTE CONTROL AND 

AUTOMATIC BRAKE

 $29999 REG. 
PRICE 

$499.99

LOT NO.  68142 /
60813/61256

Item 68142 shown

 $599 REG. 
PRICE 

$14 .99 

 9 PIECE FULLY POLISHED 
COMBINATION WRENCH SETS 

SAE
LOT NO. 42304/69043

METRIC
LOT NO. 42305/69044

YOUR 
CHOICE!

Item 
42304 
shown

 $999 REG. 
PRICE 

$29 .99 

 12 VOLT
MAGNETIC 

TOWING
LIGHT KIT 

LOT NO. 67455/
69626/69925/96933

Item 67455 
shown

SAVE 
66%

 $24999 
REG. PRICE $399 .99 

1195 LB. CAPACITY
4 FT. x 8 FT.

HEAVY DUTY FOLDABLE 
UTILITY TRAILER

LOT NO. 
 90154/69914 

DOT certifi ed• 

Item 90154 shown

1/2" ELECTRIC 
IMPACT WRENCH

LOT NO. 
68099/45252/
69606/61173

REG. PRICE $69 .99 
 $3799 

SAVE 
45%

Item 68099 
shown

 GUN SAFE/VAULT 
LOT NO.  

93473 /61581

REG. PRICE $139.99
 $9999 

1" x 25 FT. 
TAPE MEASURE

REG. PRICE $5.99

Item 47737
shown

ITEM 47737/69080/
69030/69031

LOT NO. 
95659/61634

"Impressive Accuracy, 
Amazing Value"
– Car Craft Magazine

ACCURACY 
WITHIN ±4%

Item 
69684 
shown

Item 
93473 
shown

"Voted the Best Deal in Winching"
– Off-Road Magazine

AR1013



“Readers Write” affords members an opportunity to comment on material published in
American Rifl eman. Single-topic letters are preferred and may be edited for brevity. Send letters 
to: Readers Write, NRA Publications, 11250 Waples Mill Road, Fairfax, VA 22030-9400 or e-mail us at 
publications@nrahq.org.

CORRESPONDENCE   READERS WRITE

Great Job 
On A Great Shotgun

Layne Simpson did a great job on the Remington Model 1100 in his 
article “Gentlemen, This Is the New Model 1100” (August 2013, 
p. 70). I bought my 3" Magnum Model 1100 brand new shortly after 

I got out of the Air Force in 1968. The only negative I had with it was—
being a lefty—there were no “left-hand” guns readily available to me at 
that time. The gunshop where I purchased it did switch the safety to the 
left side for me, though. I did have failures to feed years ago when I tried 
shooting low-base (low-cost) target loads, but this gun never failed me 
while hunting with both 2¾  " high-base loads and the 3" magnums. After 
nearly 40 years of hunting and target shooting, I have added an additional 
barrel and have only replaced the gas seal once. What a great gun.

 T. CLARK, TEXAS.

Purist Won Over

I guess I was somewhat of a purist in 
that, in this day of “digital everything,” 
I felt I wanted to hold on to a simple 

tradition of having my American Ri� eman 
in a tactile, physical print format. I must 
say though, your iPad presentation of the 
magazines in digital format is wonderful. 
The ability to add extra features, video, 
animation, etc., enables many of the 
articles to come to life with a warmth and 
personality unattainable in print form. 
There seems to be improvements with 
every issue. I love it.

BARRY VANCE, SENT FROM MY IPAD

Keep It With You
Just sending in a comment on how really nice the NRA Magazines app 

works for reading my monthly magazine. The photography is beyond 
anything you see in a paper edition. It’s just all so true to life in color 

and clarity. I also like having my issue with me at all times (almost like 
carrying my piece). When I’m at work I read American Ri� eman on my 
iPad during my lunch break. It’s great having access to my magazine 
whenever I want to read this month’s issue—or one from three months 
ago. To wrap it all up, great job guys and gals. Keep up the good work.

BOB PARKER, SENT FROM MY IPAD

For NRA members, the iPad edition of their member magazine is currently 
free by going to the App Store and downloading the “NRA Magazines” app.
If you prefer the iPad edition of American Ri� eman, you can change your 
magazine delivery format from paper to digital by calling NRA Member 
Services at (877) NRA-2000, or by visiting NRAmemberservices.org.

—THE EDS. 

Feature    remington model 1100
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“Gentlemen, This Is The New Model 1100”

A half-century ago, Remington Arms Co. introduced a new gas-operated 
shotgun. Despite many models having come and gone from “Big Green’s” 
lineup, the solid Model 1100 Remington is still cataloged—and remains 
popular—to this very day.

BY LAYNE SIMPSON
emington introduced its first semi-automatic shotgun in 1906. Called the Rem-
ington Autoloading Shotgun and then the Model 11, it was basically an Ameri-
can version of the Belgian-made Browning Auto-5 with a few differences, such as 
no magazine cut-off and a slightly different barrel design. Both were designed 
by John Browning. Just more than 850,000 Model 11s were built before it was 

replaced by the Model 11-48 in 1948. The streamlined receiver of the new shotgun was a 
sign of more modern things to come at Remington, but it still utilized Browning’s long-
recoil design in which both the bolt and barrel traveled to the rear during firing.

It was no secret that a gas-operated shotgun had been under development at several 
American firearm companies, and it was commonly assumed that either Remington or 
Winchester would be first to introduce one. Instead, in 1956 Sears, Roebuck & Co. beat 
everyone to the punch with its new J.C. Higgins Model 60 in 12 gauge. Capable of han-
dling all 23/4" loads, it was designed and built for Sears by the High Standard Mfg. Corp. 

R

Photos by Forrest MacCormack

BRING THE THUNDER.BRING THE THUNDER.BRING THE THUNDER.BRING THE THUNDER.

A5 MOSSY OAK®

SHADOW GRASS BLADES

1⁄2" Browning A5. Now this 

1⁄2" Browning A5 is also dependable with 

OR FIVE YEARS
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Great Job  
On A Great Shotgun

Layne Simpson did a great job on the Remington Model 1100 in his 
article “Gentlemen, This Is the New Model 1100” (August 2013,  
p. 70). I bought my 3" Magnum Model 1100 brand new shortly after 

I got out of the Air Force in 1968. The only negative I had with it was—
being a lefty—there were no “left-hand” guns readily available to me at 
that time. The gunshop where I purchased it did switch the safety to the 
left side for me, though. I did have failures to feed years ago when I tried 
shooting low-base (low-cost) target loads, but this gun never failed me 
while hunting with both 23/4" high-base loads and the 3" magnums. After 

barrel and have only replaced the gas seal once. What a great gun.
 T. Clark, T

Purist Won Over

I guess I was somewhat of a purist in 
that, in this day of “digital everything,” 
I felt I wanted to hold on to a simple 

tradition of having my American Rifleman 
in a tactile, physical print format. I must 
say though, your iPad presentation of the 
magazines in digital format is wonderful. 
The ability to add extra features, video, 
animation, etc., enables many of the 
articles to come to life with a warmth and 
personality unattainable in print form. 
There seems to be improvements with 
every issue. I love it.

Barry VanCe, senT from my iPad

Keep It With You
Just sending in a comment on how really nice the NRA Magazines app 

works for reading my monthly magazine. The photography is beyond 
anything you see in a paper edition. It’s just all so true to life in color 

and clarity. I also like having my issue with me at all times (almost like 
carrying my piece). When I’m at work I read American Rifleman on my 
iPad during my lunch break. It’s great having access to my magazine 
whenever I want to read this month’s issue—or one from three months 
ago. To wrap it all up, great job guys and gals. Keep up the good work.

BoB Parker, senT from my iP

For NRA members, the iPad edition of their member magazine is currently 
free by going to the App Store and downloading the “NRA Magazine” app.
If you prefer the iPad edition of American Rifleman, you can change your 
magazine delivery format from paper to digital by calling NRA Member 
Services at (877) NRA-2000, or by visiting NRAmemberservices.org.

—The e
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BRING THE THUNDER.BRING THE THUNDER.BRING THE THUNDER.BRING THE THUNDER.

A5 MOSSY OAK®

SHADOW GRASS BLADES

Bring the thunder to the marsh with a hard-hitting new 31⁄2" Browning A5. Now this 

versatile autoloader packs the extra payload you need to make tough shots and 

bring down heavy, high-flying birds. The 31⁄2" Browning A5 is also dependable with 

lighter loads, perfect for when you want to hunt doves or shoot sporting clays.

OR FIVE YEARS
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NEWS & NOTES   OPENING SHOT

26

Durability Defi ned
When a powerful tornado (rated by the National Weather Service as an EF-4 with 
winds up to 200 m.p.h.) ripped through central Oklahoma in May 2013, homeowner 
Pat Brand lost everything. He and 10 neighbors took cover in a protective under-
ground shelter as the violent storm roared overhead. When he emerged after the 
tornado passed, gone were his home, truck and a Smith &Wesson pistol equipped 
with Crimson Trace Lasergrips. “When I came out of that shelter, I was shocked to 
see everything I owned was completely gone,” said Brand.

 OCTOBER 2013   AMERICANRIFLEMAN.ORG Photo courtesy of Crimson Trace





opening shot

“All I had then were the clothes 
and boots I wore when I went into 
that shelter. My home was gone 
down to the foundation, and so was 
my truck. Also gone was my Smith & 
Wesson handgun.”

That handgun—an M&P pistol 
chambered for .40 S&W (smith-
wesson.com)—was was later found 
more than 600 yds. away coated 
in so much mud that it was initially 
hard to recognize as a firearm. The 
neighbor who discovered the pistol 
returned it to Brand who then took 
it to a local gun shop for cleaning. 
There gunsmiths began the cleaning 
process and were suddenly amazed 
to see the Crimson Trace Lasergrips 
(crimsontrace.com) activate when 
they grasped the firearm. The gun 
and laser sight had survived not 
only the powerful tornado but nearly 
a week outdoors in the rain and 
mud, and yet both passed the gun 
shop’s inspection and were deter-
mined to be fully functional. 

random shots

The scarcity of 
ammunition, particularly 
rimfire cartridges, has 

directly affected the shooting 
habits of sportsmen and 
enthusiasts nationwide. But as 
months passed with no relief, the shortage threatened the future 
generations of our sport, namely the thousands of youths planning 
to attend summer camp. I vividly recall shooting BB guns at camp 
as a Cub Scout, and graduating to .22-cal. and .30-’06-Sprg. rifles 
as my Boy Scout career progressed. As instructors at Goshen 
Scout Reservation in Virginia, albeit years apart, Mark Keefe, Phil 
Schreier and I all grew in our passion for the shooting sports and 
made new memories with enthusiastic Scouts, many of whom had 
never learned firearm safety or handled a gun before coming 
to camp. Stories like ours are commonplace in the firearm and 
outdoor industry, so it was not to be taken lightly that many youth 
shooting programs were going to have to be slimmed, trimmed or 
shelved due to lack of ammunition.

Federal Ammunition 
Saves Summer Camp

Super vinci

2

benelliuSa.com

SetS a new Standard

for righteousness
True reliability — no excuses.

We’ll match every dollar you give  
to the NRA-ILA and NRA Civil Rights  
Defense Fund–up to a total of $250,000.  
Scan with your smartphone to give now or  
go to BenelliGiveABuck.com for more info.

HELP US SUPPORT

BenelliSuperVinciAd-7.625x10.5_AmRifleman.indd   1 7/15/13   1:34 PM
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random shots

Thankfully, Federal Premium and 
its sister company CCI intervened. 
Together the ammunition makers dedi-
cated the production of 20 million .22 
Long Rifle cartridges to supply youth 
summer programs. The ammunition 
was offered, at discounted price, to Boy 

Scouts of America, 4-H Shooting Sports, and similar programs through an 
application process, and product was shipped directly to recipients just 
before the start of camp season. 

At the time of writing, most summer camps have just a couple weeks of 
program remaining. Here at the Rifleman offices, we’ve received positive 
reports and grateful letters from camp staff and attendees that attest to 
the success of Federal’s generous efforts. For example, we hear Goshen 
Scout Reservation—which requires approximately 30,000 rounds per 
week—is having another great summer of safe shooting, firearm instruc-
tion and merit badge completion. So while the universal ammunition 
shortage continues, I for one am thankful to Federal Premium, CCI and 
any other companies or private donors who stepped up this summer and 
provided the resources necessary to carry out youth shooting programs. 
The operation of ranges and youth education at summer camps are not 
only a cherished legacy of the shooting sports, they are also critical to the 
growth and development of our community, and the values we strive to 
represent.

—Joe Kurtenbach, associate editor 

Colt Defense LLC 
Merges With
New Colt Holding Corp. 

Colt Defense LLC, a leading 
manufacturer of rifles and 
carbines for the military, law 

enforcement and sporting markets, 
has acquired New Colt Holding 
Corp., the parent company of Colt’s 
Mfg. Co. LLC, also a top manufac-
turer of firearms, but focused on 
the civilian and sporting markets. 
For the first time since their separa-
tion in 2003, a single company will 
now develop, manufacture and sell 
firearms under 
the Colt name 
for all markets. 
colt.com
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The Winchester Ballistic Silvertip aerodynamic  
        polymer-tipped, boat tail bullet design provides  
      hunters rapid impact, massive knock down  
               and extreme precision.

© 2013 Winchester Ammunition

Deadly On Deer.Deadly On Deer.Deadly On Deer.Deadly On Deer.Deadly On Deer.Deadly On Deer.Deadly On Deer.
        polymer-tipped, boat tail bullet design provides 

               and extreme precision.               and extreme precision.

        polymer-tipped, boat tail bullet design provides 
    
               and extreme precision.               and extreme precision.

INTRODUCING A REVOLUTIONARY PISTOL CALIBER CARBINE

BUILT FOR THOSE WHO REQUIRE NO INTRODUCTION.

    Proven Reliability of the 
SIG Short-Stroke Pushrod 
System

   Monolithic Upper with 
AR-Style Controls

    Convertible to 9mm, 
.357SIG or .40S&W

AVAILABLE CONFIGURATIONS:

CARBINE        SMG        SBR

Learn more at 
SIGSAUER.COM/MPXFind us:
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where can i get ...

Multipurpose Gun Oil

Non-flammable, biodegrad-
able American-made  
FIREClean is more than 

a simple rust preventative; the 
multipurpose oil dissolves foul-
ing (excluding copper) while also 
conditioning a firearm’s bore to 
reduce the time and effort needed 
in future cleanings. The liquid’s 
high lubricity factor also enhances 
reliability and decreases parts 
wear. Safe on all gun components, 
including polymer parts and fiber-
optic and tritium sights, FIREClean 
is non-toxic, odorless, and has a one-
year shelf life. A two-pack of 4-oz. 
bottles costs $30. Contact: FireClean 
LLC (Dept. AR), P.O. Box 192, Ashburn, 
VA 20146; (877) 316-3003; shop.
cleanergun.com.

—AAron CArter, MAnAging editor

BiodegradaBle “clay” targets
White Flyer (Dept. Ar)
1300 post oAk BlvD.,
houston, tX 77056
(800) 322-7855
WhiteFlyer.com

Model 1907 rifle slings
el pAso sADDlery (Dept. Ar)
2025 e. yAnDell

el pAso, tX 79903
(915) 544-2233
epsADDlery.com

2.5-8X 28 MM eXtended-  
eye-relief handgun scopes
nikon, inc. (Dept. Ar)
1300 WAlt WhitmAn roAD

melville, ny 11747
(800) 645-6687
nikonhunting.com

Quick-detach aMBideXtrous sling loop 
Back plates for MossBerg shotguns
choAte mAchine & tool, inc. (Dept. Ar)
116 lovers lAne

BAlD knoB, Ar 72010
(800) 972-6390
riFlestock.com

WaXed cotton canvas  
shotshell pouches
BroWning (Dept. Ar)
one BroWning plAce,
morgAn, ut 84050
(801) 876-2711
BroWning.com

M1911 stocks With coMBined  
Wood and ruBBer construction
pAchmAyr/lymAn proDuct corp.  
(Dept. Ar)
475 smith st.
miDDletoWn, ct 06457
(800) 225-9626
pAchmAyr.com
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Editor’s Choice
Grip Pod Integrated Vertical Fore-Grip/Bipod

With nearly 1 million in use by U.S. and foreign military units 
and law enforcement agencies, the Grip Pod—a combination 
vertical fore-grip and bipod—is the perfect example of clever 

design successfully addressing practical application. The U.S.-made poly-
mer and stainless steel device clamps to underside Picatinny rails simply 
by tightening a wingnut or, in the case of CL models, a quick-release 
lever. Pressing a serrated, flush-mounted button at the top rear of the 
4½"-long, 1¼"- diameter vertical grip section causes a pair of spring-
loaded bipod legs to instantly deploy and lock in place. The shooter can 
then pull the gun into his shoulder pocket while supporting it on any 
available surface, greatly enhancing his shooting stability and accuracy. 
Several models are available including one rated for machine gun use, 
and optional single (pictured) and dual accessory rails allow for the addi-
tional mounting of lights and lasers on the unit. Grip Pod (grippod.com) 
does not sell directly to consumers, but can be contacted for product 
inquiries and information about local retailers. Price: $150 (CL model). 
Contact: Brownells, Inc. (Dept. AR), 200 S. Front St., Montezuma, IA 50171; 
(800) 741-0015; brownells.com.

—Brian C. Sheetz, Senior exeCutive editor

It’s my choice. 
It’s my right. 
It’s my Taurus.

TM

TM

Brittney L.            Decatur, GA

738 FS

CarryOnMovement.com/TaurusUSA @taurususa

DDDDD C CC CC CC C

With two sighting systems in one compact package, the new 
CounterStrike™ gets you on target faster…no ifs, ands, or buts.

+  Combines 1x30mm red dot sight with visible laser aiming device
+  User-selectable red/green 4-MOA dot reticle with 11 intensity 

settings (including night vision)
+  Flip-back lens covers included
+ Integrated Picatinny rail mount is fast and repeatable
+ 100% waterproof, fog proof, and shockproof
+ Redfi eld® “No Excuses” Warranty

©2013 Redfi eld

REDFIELD.COM
NEW » COUNTERSTRIKE™ RED DOT RETICLE

+  Integrated visible laser aiming device allows engagement from almost any position. 
Features separate on/off  controls.

GREEN DOT RETICLE

DDDDDDDDDD C CC CC CCC
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Ballistol 

Developed 
more than 
a century 

ago in Cologne, 
Germany, for military 
use, Ballistol is a multi-purpose oil that cleans, lubri-
cates, preserves, penetrates and protects materials 
ranging from wood and metal to leather and plastic, 
thereby enabling its use for a wide variety of applica-
tions. On � rearms, the eco-friendly, skin-safe liquid 
dissolves traces of copper, zinc and lead, as well as 
carbon deposits, and due to its alkalinity, Ballistol also 
protects against galvanic, acidic and salt water cor-
rosion. Water-soluble, Ballistol’s alkalinity neutralizes 
potassium salts left by corrosive ammo and the acidic 
residues of blackpowder, and can be used as patch 
lubricant for muzzleloaders, too. Ballistol is offered in 
an array of con� gurations ranging from the $25 kit con-
taining a 1.5-oz. aerosol, 6-oz. aerosol and 4-oz. non-
aerosol bottle, up to the 5-gallon container selling for 
$250. Contact: Ballistol (Dept. AR), 1 Cypress Knee Trail, 
Kitty Hawk, NC 27949; (800) 253-2460; ballistol.com.

Wicked Zippos 

Just can’t � nd that 
perfect gift for 
yourself or some-

one special? Feast 
your eyes on this latest 
creation from Mike 
Porter, NRA member 
and owner of Wicked 
Zippo Studios. Custom 
making “Art on Fire,” 
Porter turns solid 
brass armor Zippo 
lighters into dazzling sculptures. He � ame treats, acid 
etches, silver-solders every piece one at a time and 
� nally, signs and dates each masterwork. Law enforce-
ment and military emblems are a specialty at Wicked 
Zippos, and almost any brass cartridge head stamp is 
available. If you can’t � nd what you like from the exist-
ing line, he will work with you to produce exactly what 
you want. To place an order or see more of Porter’s 
artwork, visit wickedzippo.com.
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ON BOTTOM OF FOREARM

1-877-887-4867
WWW.AMERICANLEGACYFIREARMS.COM

1001 Smithfield Dr. Ste. 201 Fort Collins CO 80524

For a Free Brochure or More information, call today!

FIRST CALLED A FOWLING PIECE IN 1728, THE 
SHOTGUN HAS LONG BEEN A PREFERRED AND 

EXCELLENT METHOD FOR BIRD HUNTING, MILITARY 
WARFARE, LAW ENFORCEMENT USE AND PERSONAL 

PROTECTION. AT AMERICAN LEGACY FIREARMS, IT IS A 
PLEASURE TO HONOR SUCH HISTORY AND TRADITION.

WWE ARE PROUD TO PRESENT THE BEAUTIFUL 
GOLDEN FOWLING PIECE SHOTGUN! 

CALL US FOR A 
FULL BROCHURE 

OR 
TO PLACE YOUR 
ORDERS TODAY!

BUILT ON A FULLY FUNCTIONAL H&R PARDNER 
PUMP, THIS ELABORATE, BEAUTIFUL SHOTGUN 

HAS BEEN DESIGNED TO SHOWCASE SOME OF 
THE MOST POPULAR BIRDS TO HUNT.  BUILT 

WITH AN AMERICAN WALNUT STOCK, ALONG 
WITH A RECEIVER PLATED IN 24KT GOLD WITH 

NICKEL ACCENTS, THIS SHOTGUN CAN BE 
TREASUREDTREASURED FOR GENERATIONS. THIS EDITION IS 

LIMITED TO ONLY 100  FOR EVERY STATE, 
AND EACH IS NUMBERED INDIVIDUALLY ON 

THE FOREARM. WE HAVE EASY LAYAWAY 
PLANS AVAILABLE AND EVERY 

SHOTGUN SOLD HELPS TO 
SUPPORT THE NRA. 

AMERICAN LEGACY FIREARMS PROUDLY PRESENTS

AVAILABLE IN 12 & 20 GAUGE
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Chamber-View

Safety is always the first priority in the shoot-
ing sports, and enthusiasts appreciate safe gun 
handling from their neighbors at the range and 

in the field. Combining safety and range etiquette, 
the shotgun empty-chamber flag from Chamber-View 
visually signals the status of a firearm and provides 
users, and those around them, with peace of mind. 
Constructed of 100 percent silicone and colored 
bright hunter orange, the Chamber-View can be 
inserted into most side-ejecting semi-automatic and 
pump shotguns. Its tapered design allows the same 
chamber flag to be used on shotguns bored from 
.410 to 12 gauge, making it impossible for a shell to 
be inserted and designating the firearm as “clear and 
safe.” Price: $10. Contact: Chamber-View, LLC (Dept. 
AR), 32 Daniel Webster Highway, Suite 13, Merrimack, 
NH 03054; (603) 864-8999; chamber-view.com.

DPMS Single-Caliber  
Bore Squeeg-E Cleaning System

Available in 5.56x45 mm NATO/.223 Rem. and 
7.62x51 mm NATO/.308 Win. versions, DPMS’ 
Single-Caliber Squeeg-E Cleaning System 

has all the necessary equipment and chemicals to 
clean and maintain a modern sporting rifle. Con-
tained in a 10"x4"x1" pack-mountable, water-resistant 
canvas pouch are: one U.S.-made Bore Squeeg-E, 
which removes dislodged debris without patches; 
a five-piece steel rod set with 8/32 threads on all 
parts; bronze bore and chamber brushes; a two-sided 
cleaning brush; a 1/2-oz. bottle of DPMS Eradicat Bore 
Cleaner and Polish; and 1 oz. of DPMS’ CLAW Clean-
ing Lubrication All Weather preventative. Price: $30. 
Contact: DPMS (Dept. AR), 3312 12th St. SE, St. Cloud, MN 
56304; (800) 578-3767; dpmsinc.com.

product previews

Super X®3 Waterfowl Hunter

Winchester is a registered trademark of Olin Corporation

NUMEROUS FEATURES.
NOT ONE YOU’LL HAVE TO THINK ABOUT.

Welcome to the closest bond yet between hand and gun. Between grip 

and control. Between fit and performance. With three interchangeable 

palmswell grips including a new textured grip, and multiple 

ambidextrous features, the M&P Pro Series is truly tailored to you.

CRISP 4.5 POUND 
TRIGGER PULL

18 DEGREE GRIP ANGLE 

FRONT & REAR NOVAK 
OR NIGHT SIGHTS

FIND THE RIGHT M&P FOR YOU AT SMITH-WESSON.COM
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BSA  
Panoramic Sight

BSA’s petite 1X Panoramic Sight (PMRGBS) weighs 8 
ozs. and measures 33⁄16"x115⁄16"x21⁄16", yet has a 34 mm 
x 24 mm objective lens. Powered by a CR2032 battery 

(included), the optic is unique in that it offers the ability to 
change between red, blue and green reticle colors, as well 
as 3-m.o.a. dot, crosshair, 10-m.o.a. circle with crosshair and 
a 65-m.o.a. circle with an inner 3-m.o.a. dot reticle configu-
rations. Click adjustments are valued at 1/2", parallax is set 
for 50 yds. and the unit attaches to a firearm via the integral 
Weaver-style mounting rail. The Panoramic Sight comes 
with one-year limited warranty and retails for $120. Contact: 
BSA Optics, Inc. (Dept. AR), 3911 SW 47th Ave., Suite 914, Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL 33314; (954) 581-2144; bsaoptics.com.

product previews

Chrome Citizen  
Salvage Messenger Bags

Hand assembled in Chino, Calif., limited-
edition Chrome Citizen Salvage Messenger 
Bags feature exterior panels made from 

reclaimed, water-proof military-grade 18-oz. truck 
tarpaulin liners with the Warsaw Pact rain cam-
ouflage pattern. Each unique bag is individually 
numbered, and the series is limited by the quan-
tity of the material. Additional features include: a 
1,000-denier Cordura outer shell; commerical-grade 
five-bar seatbelt webbing and nylon 69 thread; a 
quick-release seatbelt buckle with integral bottle 
opener; industrial-strength Velcro; reflective straps; 
internal fasteners for securing a laptop sleeve (sold 
separately); and EVA foam-padded shoulder strap. 
The bag measures 22" wide, 13" high, and 7" deep, 
weighs 2.5 lbs. and is priced at $160. Also, the com-
pany will soon facilitate the building of bags with 
customer-supplied military fatigues and duffels. 
Contact: Chrome (Dept. AR), 580 4th St., San Francisco, 
CA 94107; (866) 226-2470; chromeindustries.com.

Serious reloaders demand the best. For more than s ix decades 
handloaders l ike you have depended on RCBS® for high-qual i ty  reloads.  Our 
pursuit  of  innovative designs and rel iable accuracy has made us the number one die manufacturer 
in the world and an industry leader in reloading press technology.  We craft  high-performance 
dies and presses so you can achieve dependable—and repeatable—results 
with each and every recipe you load.  We ensure our workmanship and 
guarantee legendary results  with our Limited Lifet ime Warranty. PRECISIONEERED SHOOTING PRODUCTS

pursuit  of  innovative designs and rel iable accuracy has made us the number one die manufacturer 
in the world and an industry leader in reloading press technology.  We craft  high-performance 

Recognized as the industry leader in die and press technology, RCBS 

continues to serve shooters with premium equipment that enhances 

the reloading and shooting passion. Learn more at rcbs.com.
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SureFire 2211 LED Wristlight

Well-known for its high-per-
formance, military-grade, 
machined aluminum � ashlights, 

SureFire now offers the same quality, with 
even more advanced technology, in a compact light designed to be worn on 
the support-side wrist as an aid to handgun shooting and other critical tasks. 
The 2211 weighs 3.7-ozs. and its hard-anodized aluminum housing measures 
2.25"x2"x0.9". When fastened to the wrist with the adjustable nylon band, its 
white-light LED angles away and forward when the arm is outstretched at an 
angle appropriate for typical Weaver or isosceles shooting stances. Activa-
tion switches on either side of the unit control three output settings—180, 60 
and 15 lumens—for a total run time on the high setting of 1.5 hours. A small 
LED monitors the integrated lithium-ion battery, which is recharged by plug-
ging the unit into a micro USB port or, with the included charger, a standard 
AC outlet. Price: $495. Contact: SureFire (Dept. AR), 18300 Mt. Baldy Circle, 
Fountain Valley, CA 92708; (800) 828-8809; sure� re.com.

Therm-a-Rest LuxuryLite Cots

U.S.-made LuxuryLite models from 
Therm-a-Rest are incredibly lightweight 
and compact, making them suitable 

for the wilderness backpack hunter. Using an 
ingenious system of high-strength plastic hoops 
and aluminum bows, the LuxuryLites set up in minutes, suspending their 
drum-tight fabric sleep surfaces 4½" off the ground. The Ultralight model 
weighs 2 lbs., 12 ozs., measures 24"x72" set up and 15"x6" stowed, and 
supports up to 325 lbs. on its nylon fabric. The Mesh model weighs 3 lbs., 12 
ozs., measures 26"x72" set up and 16"x6" stowed, and supports up to 350 lbs. 
on its breathable surface. In addition, each model can be set up with fewer 
bows for lower packed weight and less load capacity. Price: $229 (Ultralight) 
$239 (Mesh). Contact: Cascade Designs, Inc. (Dept. AR), 4000 1st Ave. S., Seattle, 
WA; (206) 505-9500; thermarest.com.

Burris 2-7X 32 mm Scout Scope

Riding a resurgence of interest in the scout ri� e concept—in which an 
intermediate eye-relief optic is mounted ahead of the gun’s action—
Burris has added a 2-7X variable-power option to complement its 

well-established 1.75X � xed-power mainstay. Like the previous model, the 
new scout features fully multi-coated lenses, a one-piece, 1" main tube that 
is nitrogen-� lled, waterproof, fogproof, shockproof ratings and is backed by 
the company’s Forever Warranty. The new scope differs, however, in that it 
has a 32 mm objective lens, which means that even at higher magni� cations 
it retains a respectable twilight factor. The 2-7X Scout offers 11" to 21" of eye 
relief, measures 9.7" in length and weighs 13 ozs. Field of view ranges from 7 
to 21 ft. at 100 yds., and windage and elevation corrections are � nger-adjust-
able in 1/4-m.o.a. increments. Price: $380. Contact: Burris (Dept. AR), 920 54th 
Ave., Greeley, CO 80634; (970) 356-1670; burrisoptics.com.

PRODUCT PREVIEWS The #1 Destination
for the Brands You
Want!The USCCA is the fi rst and largest, 

member-owned association designed to 
educate, train, equip & insure YOU,
the responsibly armed American.

Join the 60,000+ active USCCA 
members who enjoy these benefi ts:

“When You’re 
Forced To Pull 
The Trigger, We’ve 
Got Your Back...”

Up to $500,000 Civil Suit Protection
Up to $100,000 For Criminal Defense
Immediate Attorney Retainer - $10,000
Immediate Bail Bond Funding - $10,000
Compensation While In Court - $500/day
24/7 Emergency Hotline
Online Training
Local Attorney Within 24 hours
Access to USCCA Law, LLC
Underwritten by $1 Billion+ U.S. Insurer
Subscription - Concealed Carry Magazine
Bulletproof 100% Money-Back Guarantee
In business since 2003
A+ Better Business Bureau Rating

Learn more, and get this report

www.FreeUSCCA.com
100% FREE

Over 60,000 Americans are protected by the 
USCCA Self-Defense SHIELD insurance-backed 
fi rearm liability membership benefi t.

Ready to start your membership?
Simply give us a call toll FREE
     877-677-1919
M-F: 8am-7pm Central
Sat: 9am-2pm Central
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SureFire 2211 LED Wristlight

Well-known for its high-per-
formance, military-grade, 
machined aluminum flashlights, 

SureFire now offers the same quality, with 

angle appropriate for typical Weaver or isosceles shooting stances. Activa-

and 15 lumens—for a total run time on the high setting of 1.5 hours. A small 
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on its breathable surface. In addition, each model can be set up with fewer 

$239 (Mesh). 
WA; (206) 505-9500; thermarest.com.

Burris 2-7X 32 mm Scout Scope

Riding a resurgence of interest in the scout rifle concept—in which an 
intermediate eye-relief optic is mounted ahead of the gun’s action—
Burris has added a 2-7X variable-power option to complement its 

well-established 1.75X fixed-power mainstay. Like the previous model, the 
new scout features fully multi-coated lenses, a one-piece, 1" main tube that 

the company’s Forever Warranty. The new scope differs, however, in that it 

able in 1/4-m.o.a. increments. Price: $380. 
Ave., Greeley, CO 80634; (970) 356-1670; burrisoptics.com.

SHOP THE COMPLETE MALL AT NFDMALL.COM!

The #1 Destination
for the Brands You
Want!



NRA COUNTRY

After moving from Georgia 
to Nashville to pursue his 
country music dreams, 

American Country Awards nomi-
nee Craig Campbell worked as 
a keyboardist in Luke Bryan and 
Tracy Byrd’s bands and was later 
discovered playing a regular 
gig at a Nashville honky-tonk. 
Since, he has entertained crowds 
across the United States , Austra-
lia and Switzerland, performed 
numerous times on national 
TV.Campbell’s autobiographical 
single, “Family Man” was a top 
15 hit followed by fan-favorite 
“Fish.” His current smash “Outta 
My Head” is the lead single from 
his sophomore album, “Never 
Regret”, out now. 

 
Vanessa Shahidi of NRA Country 
spoke with Craig about his new 
CD and his love of the outdoors.

Vanessa: With co-writes on six of 
the 12 tracks on your new album, 
does your love of the outdoors 
and family in� uence your song-
writing?

CC: I get inspiration from 
everywhere—my family, my 
little girls … . I have a song that ‘s 
about hunting deer and turkeys; the 
outdoors is always there and a great 
inspiration.”

Vanessa: Are you able to � t in any 
outdoor activities while on tour?   

CC: Some of the venues are in the 
middle of nowhere, so we try to plan 
ahead. I carry my own set of corn-
hole boards to play on the road. If 

we know someone 
in town who’ll take 
us � shing, then we 
will go.

Vanessa: What’s your favorite 
hunting season and favorite place 
to hunt and � sh?

CC: It’s bow season because it’s 
not too cold. I like the challenge 
of having deer close enough 
where I can reach them with a 
bow. My favorite place to hunt 
depends on what I’m looking for. 
For deer, Missouri has the biggest 
bucks I’ve ever seen. Some of the 
best bass � shing is right here in 
Tennessee.

Craig Campbell Is NRA Country

Photo by Sara Kauss
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Magazines
Couplers
Dust Covers
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Triggers
Lower Parts Kits
Firing Pins
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In this FREE introductory gunsmithing lesson featuring 
Master Gunsmith Robert "Bob" Dunlap you WILL learn:
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DISABLED VETERANS Have the Government pay for your training!
If you are a disabled Veteran with a 30% or more disability rating you may qualify for this program through Veterans Affairs.

Your FREE DVD will come with a complete information package on how to get started in 
gunsmithing FAST.   President's Guarantee: I am so confident you will learn how to become a gunsmith by

watching this FREE DVD, that I will give you a $10 gift certificate good towards an AGI course of your choice
when you order this package.   Sincerely, Gene Kelly, President, American Gunsmithing Institute

• How to ensure reliable auto-pistol feeding and prevent jams
• Understanding and timing of Remington 870 cartridge stops
• Checking and adjusting "range" on Smith & Wesson revolvers
• Troubleshooting ejection problems on Browning A-5 shotguns
• How a gas system works on a Colt AR-15
• AR-7 trigger repairs
• Secrets of fast and easy gun repair!
• Exclusive teaching method demonstrated in proven 

video format that makes learning a snap and much more . . .

www.AGIgunsmith.com/NRAto get your FREE DVD go to:

The American Gunsmithing Institute is the nation's PREMIER gunsmithing school!

Currently there is a HUGE Demand for gunsmiths. Millions of guns need fixing.  Most of the 
old-time gunsmiths have retired and haven’t been replaced, because previously there wasn’t a cost 

effective way to quickly train individuals to become gunsmiths and help them make money fast. This has
created a chronic shortage and a huge opportunity for you. Gunsmithing is a recession-proof 

business. Even in tough times people spend money to get their guns repaired or professionally cleaned.
It’s a lot cheaper than buying a new one and they still want and need them for hunting and self defense.
You can even work part-time right from your home. Your one time investment in the course could
provide you with a lifetime of income and opportunity.  While it is not a requirement in the State
of CA to obtain a gunsmithing certificate to practice gunsmithing, possessing gunsmithing certification

will demonstrate a proven level of competence. A Federal Firearms License and State Licenses are
required to operate a gunsmithing business. Certification not available to residents of Oklahoma.

You don’t have to wait to start gunsmithing!
It only takes a relatively small investment to get started.  As soon as you begin watching the videos 

you will be able to start making repairs.  Anytime you run into a problem, you just pop in the DVD on
the subject or model gun that you need information on and do a quick review. 

Need assistance in getting started or just want more information?  
We're here to help - call a student advisor today at 1-800-797-0867

Here's how AGI’s Professional Gunsmithing
Course changed Robert Briskey’s life: 

"Within one short year I opened up my own 
firearms repair and custom refinishing shop. 

My business is exceeding my dreams. The freedom 
I enjoy being self-employed is priceless. 

Without the opportunity that AGI's course offered, 
my dream would be just that, a dream."  
Robert T. Briskey, Battle Hen Armory 

Make your money back in no time:
"I had no previous gunsmithing experience, just
basic knowledge of firearms. The course in my 

opinion is well worth every penny . . . I have made
back what I spent on the course and then some just

working at it part-time. I have even fixed a few
guns that other gunsmiths who went to college

swore were never able to be repaired." 
Justin Jones, Justin's Firearms and Gunsmithing,

Blountville, TN

www.AGIgunsmith.com/NRA or call us today at 1-800-797-0867www.AGIgunsmith.com/NRA 1-800-797-0867
AMERICAN GUNSMITHING INSTITUTEAGI AGI

Offer Code:
nraintro

NRA Country is a lifestyle and a bond between the country music com-
munity and hard-working Americans everywhere. It’s powered by pride, 
freedom, love of country, respect for the military, and the responsibilities 
of protecting the great American life. For more information visit 
nracountry.com and follow on twitter @NRACountry.



NRA:
season and favorite place to hunt 
and fish?

CC: It’s bow season because it’s 
not too cold. I like the challenge 
of having deer close enough 
where I can reach them with a 
bow. My favorite place to hunt 
depends on what I’m looking for. 

bucks I’ve ever seen. Some of the 
best bass fishing is right here in 
Tennessee.
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books in brief also on the shelf ...

Larry L. Ruth is the author of 
War Baby (1992) and War 
Baby Comes Home (1993), 

and he is the undisputed lead-
ing historian when it comes to 
the “U.S. Carbine, Caliber .30, 
M1.” His first two books have long 
been regarded as the most well-
researched and detailed refer-
ences on not only the more than  
6 million carbines (M1, M1A1, M2) 
procured by the U.S. government 
but also the more than 1 million 
commercial variations produced 
over the years. But Ruth has 
continued to add to the research 
and knowledge of all things to do 
with the carbine, its cartridge and 
accessories over the intervening 

two decades. Rather 
than update and revise the 
previous two books, Ruth elected 
to simply add another, with 
updates that correspond to each 
of the 41 chapters of his earlier 
works, as well as additional topics. 
War Baby III includes 1,328 pho-
tographs and illustrations—many 
of which are in color—and in it 
Ruth enlisted the aid of researcher 
James Monk in adding to this 
already landmark work. Unusually 
for Collector Grade, there is not 
only a comprehensive table of con-
tents, but a traditional index that 
covers not only War Baby III but the 
previous two works as well. The 
total page count of the three books 

War Baby III: The U.S. Carbine  
Into The 21st Century

early every shooter has 
at least heard of the “M1 
Garand,” and many own 

-

 

The story is told through actual 
 

amounts to 1,754 pages with 952 
of them in the newest hardbound 
8½"x11" installment. Simply put, 
this is a must-have reference for 
enthusiasts of the M1 Carbine and 
its descendants. War Baby III costs 
$150 postpaid, and Volume I  
and Volume II are also available 
from Collector Grade for $60  
and $70, respectively. Contact: 
Collector Grade Publications 
(Dept. AR), P.O. Box 1046, Cobourg, 
Ontario, Canada K9A 4W5; (905) 
342-3434; collectorgrade.com.

—Mark a. keefe, IV

The evoluTion of 
MiliTary auToMaTic PisTols

By Gordon Bruce

MowBray PuBlishinG (dePt. ar)
54 e. school st.
woonsocket, ri 02895
(800) 999-4697
Gunandswordcollector.coM

800-264-4962 • stoegerindustries.com

Affordable, rugged reliability     all-day, everyday–no compromises.Affordable, rugged reliability     all-day, everyday–no compromises.

A Benelli USA Company.

We’ll match every dollar you give  
to the NRA-ILA and NRA Civil Rights  
Defense Fund–up to a total of $250,000.  
Scan with your smartphone to give now or  
go to BenelliGiveABuck.com for more info.

HELP US SUPPORT

MyStoeger-JrSpreadAd_15.25x5.25_AmHunter.indd   1 6/27/13   2:59 PM



ON SCREENALSO ON THE SHELF ...

Nearly every shooter has 
at least heard of the “M1 
Garand,” and many own 

one or more examples. All will � nd 
common ground within the new 
two-hour, 20-minute DVD titled 
“America’s Ri� e: The M1 Garand.” 
Executive-produced by the Garand 
Collectors Ass’n., the DVD is a fas-
cinating study of one of the world’s 
greatest military arms and America’s 
� rst semi-automatic infantry ri� e. 
The DVD is built around a one-hour 
documentary history of the gun that, 
while technically referred to as the 
“Ri� e, Cal. .30, M1,” later became 
synonymous with its inventor, John C. 
Garand and further enshrined 
the .30-’06 Sprg. cartridge as an 
American classic.

The story is told through actual 
footage taken inside the U.S. 
Spring� eld Armory where Garand, 

a Canadian-born armory employee, 
conceived and developed the gun 
and, beginning in 1936, initiated 
its manufacture in quantities that 
eventually exceeded 5 million. 
Additional footage of the ri� e’s use 
during World War II and the Korean 
War is humanized by interviews with 
combat veteran Don Burgett and 
Medal of Honor recipient Hector 
Cafferata. Burgett, a 101st Airborne 
paratrooper, used his M1 to � ght his 
way across Europe during World 
War II starting with the D-Day inva-
sion, and Cafferata, a Marine, used 
his to hold off more than 100 enemy 
soldiers during a nine-hour-long 
� re� ght at the infamous Chosin 
Reservoir. The M1’s story is further 
enriched by a roundtable discus-
sion that provides details about such 
desirable variants as the M1C sniper 
ri� e and sheds light on the rarest 

collectible versions 
of the gun such as 
the early “gas trap” 
ri� es made prior to 1940. The DVD 
offers a host of extra content, includ-
ing: additional interview material 
with Cafferata; a “show and tell” of 
the evolution of the M1; a disassem-
bly/assembly guide to the ri� e; and 
a demonstration of the gun � ring an 
inert ri� e grenade.

Whether an expert on the 
M1 or a neophyte, any viewer of 
“America’s Ri� e: The M1 Garand” 
is certain to elevate both his knowl-
edge and respect for John Garand’s 
masterpiece. Price: $9.95 each, with 
discounts for quantity orders, plus 
shipping Contact: GCA, P.O. Box 
7498, North Kansas City, MO 64116; 
(816) 471-2005; thegca.org.

—BRIAN C. SHEETZ, 
SENIOR EXECUTIVE EDITOR

“America’s Rifl e: The M1 Garand”

amounts to 1,754 pages with 952 
of them in the newest hardbound 
8½"x11" installment. Simply put, 
this is a must-have reference for 
enthusiasts of the M1 Carbine and 
its descendants. War Baby III costs 
$150 postpaid, and Volume I 
and Volume II are also available 
from Collector Grade for $60 
and $70, respectively. Contact: 
Collector Grade Publications 

Ontario, Canada K9A 4W5; (905) 
342-3434; collectorgrade.com.

—MARK A. KEEFE
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BY GORDON BRUCE
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AMERICAN RIFLEMAN TELEVISION

 Making Mossberg Rifl es 

O.F. Mossberg & Sons is the nation’s leading producer of shotguns, 
but Mossberg is about a lot more than the Model 500 pump. 
This week, Senior Executive Editor Brian Sheetz shows you how 

Mossberg makes its bolt-action and semi-automatic center-� re ri� es. 
Missed any clay birds lately? Winchester Ammunition might be able to 
help with its new TrAAcker shotshells. Check your local listings for air 
times and tune in Wednesday nights on the Outdoor Channel.

Wednesday, September 25
Feature. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .Where Do Shotshells Come From?
Rifl eman Review .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. Ruger LCR .22 WMR Revolver 
I Have This Old Gun  .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. Daewoo K2 Rifl e

Wednesday, October 2
Feature. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. Mirror Image: Stag Arms
Rifl eman Review .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..Remington Model 783 Bolt-Action Rifl e

     I Have This Old Gun .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .Browning Model 1919 Machine Gun 
Wednesday, October 9

Feature. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. SIG Sauer Today
Rifl eman Review .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .Ruger SR1911 Commander Pistol
I Have This Old Gun  .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. Remington Model 17 Shotgun

Wednesday, October 16
Feature. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. Making Mossberg Rifl es
Rifl eman Review .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .Winchester TrAAcker Shotshells
I Have This Old Gun  .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..Winchester Model 50 Shotgun
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 Early .44 Mag. Blackhawk
I would appreciate it very much if you could provide me with more 
information on my Ruger Flat Top .44 Mag., serial number 6XX. The 
revolver is in pristine condition but for the small amount of wear you 
can see, and the bore and cylinders are excellent. 

Your Ruger Blackhawk .44 Mag. revolver’s serial number indicates 
it was likely produced in late 1956, the � rst year of production. The 
Blackhawk in .44 Mag. was produced until 1962 to serial number 
29860, although technically it had become obsolete in 1959 with 
the introduction of the Super Blackhawk. Even though the .44 Mag. 
Blackhawk required a larger frame and cylinder than the .357 Mag. 
model, despite their similar appearance, it was concluded that 
an even larger frame and longer barrel was necessary to take full 
advantage of the power of the .44 Mag. cartridge. For those admir-
ing a trim, relatively light, yet truly powerful � eld revolver, the Flat 
Top .44 Mag. Blackhawk remains a cult favorite.

—JOHN W. TREAKLE

Ruger began production of the 
single-action Blackhawk revolver 

in .44 Mag. in 1956, but to get 
the full benefi t from .44 Mag. 

loads, the company introduced 
the Super Blackhawk in 1959. 

The Flat Top .44 Mag. Blackhawk 
(above) is lighter and trimmer 

than the Super Blackhawk.

TECHNICAL   QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
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I was given a cardboard box of 
old shotshells, including different 
shot sizes and gauges, but some 
of the boxes were marked with 
“DRAMS” or “DRAM EQUIV.” on top. 
What does this mean? I know what 
a “wee dram” is, but I suspect that 
has nothing to do with shotshells.

Before the widespread use of 
nitrocellulose-based smokeless 
propellants, blackpowder was 
commonly used in cartridges for 
ri� es, handguns and, of course, 
shotguns. In cartridges loaded 
with blackpowder for ri� es and 
handguns, the charge weight was 
commonly expressed in grains 
and was sometimes even incorpo-
rated into the cartridge name. For 
example, a .32-20 Win. originally 
contained a .312-cal. projectile 
and 20 grs. of blackpowder, 

while the .45-70 Gov’t employed 
a .45-cal. bullet over 70 grs. of 
blackpowder.

Shotshell powder charge 
weights, however, were expressed 
in drams, an English unit of 
weight measure, and a dram is 
equal to 1/16th of an ounce. It was 
decided to use a familiar frame of 
reference for both shooters and 
makers of ammunition to express 
the relative speed and power 
produced by the charge of the 
then-new smokeless-propellant 
shotshells. The equivalent of a 
blackpowder charge—thus the 
“DRAM” or “DRAM EQIV.”—was 
given as in indicator of approxi-
mate muzzle velocity and energy. 
For example, a 12-ga., 2¾", 
3-dram-equivalent shotshell 
would propel 11/8 ozs. of shot at 
approximately 1200 f.p.s., while a 

12-ga., 2¾", 3¾-dram-equivalent 
shell would move 1¼ ozs. at about 
1330 f.p.s.

This became the industry 
standard for expressing velocity 
and energy of smokeless propel-
lant shotshells, and it has stayed 
on for decades, perhaps even a 
century, after blackpowder shot-
shells—the original comparator—
have fallen into disuse. A dram, 
by the way, is 27.34 grs., but 
should never be used for devel-
oping loading data as it is not a 
direct conversion. Interestingly, 
modern shotshell manufacturers 
have moved away from listing 
dram equivalent on packaging 
and often simply give the velocity 
in feet per second in addition to 
the weight of shot payload.

—MARK A. KEEFE, IV, 
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Dram Equivalent
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From the thousands of questions and letters on guns, ammunition and their use that American 
Rifl eman receives every year, it publishes the most interesting here. Receiving answers to technical and 
historical questions is a privilege reserved to NRA members.
Questions must be in the form of letters addressed to: Dope Bag, NRA Publications, 11250 Waples Mill 
Road, Fairfax, VA 22030-9400; must contain the member’s code line from an American Rifl eman or 
American Hunter mailing label or membership card; must be accompanied by a stamped, self-addressed, 
legal-size envelope; and must be limited to one specifi c question per letter. Non-members may submit a ques-
tion with a membership application. We cannot answer technical or historical questions by telephone, 
e-mail or fax, and we cannot place even an approximate value on guns or other equipment. Please 
allow eight to 10 weeks for replies.

“Questions & Answers” is compiled by staff and Contributing Editors: Bruce N. Canfi eld, O. Reid 
Coffi eld, Garry James, Steve Johnson, Angus Laidlaw, Charles Pate, Charles E. Petty, Matt Sharpe, 
John M. Taylor and John Treakle.

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Please settle a dispute. I am of the 
opinion that the � rst U.S. military ri� e 
to use a detachable-box magazine 
was the World War II M1 Carbine, but 
my buddy says the carbine isn’t a ri� e 
and it was the M14 ri� e. Who is right? 
Is there something earlier? What was 
the � rst U.S. military ri� e that utilized 
a detachable-box magazine?

The � rst standardized U.S. military 
service ri� e with a detachable 
box magazine was the Model 1879 
Remington-Lee, invented by the 
proli� c arms designer James Paris 
Lee. Subsequent variants included 
the Models of 1882 and 1885, 
which were adopted by the U.S. 
Army and U.S. Navy, respectively. 
Remington also manufactured Lee 
ri� es for several foreign nations 

(mainly China), as well as the 
domestic civilian market.

While such magazines were 
generally quite popular with most 
of their “end users,” the American 
military establishment never fully 
embraced the detachable-box mag-
azine, despite its obvious advan-
tages. While several types of subse-
quent American military arms, such 

as the Browning Automatic Ri� e and 
M1 Carbine were designed with 
detachable-box magazines, the � rst 
standardized service ri� e after the 
Remington-Lee to use this type of 
magazine was the M14, adopted in 
1957. Indeed, James P. Lee was more 
than three-quarters of a century 
ahead of his time.

—BRUCE N. CANFIELD, FIELD EDITOR

First U.S. Military Rifl e With 
A Detachable-Box Magazine

2.5-10x42 Matte BDC 3-9x40 Matte BDC 600 2.5-10x40 Matte BDC 600

INSTANT
SAVINGS*

INSTANT
SAVINGS*

INSTANT
SAVINGS*

INSTANT
SAVINGS*

BDC
RETICLE

BDC
RETICLE

BDC 600
RETICLE

BDC 600
RETICLE

$70 $30 $100



From the thousands of questions and letters on guns, ammunition and their use that American 
Rifl eman
historical questions is a privilege reserved to NRA members.
Questions must be in the form of letters addressed to: 
Road, Fairfax, VA 22030-9400; must contain the member’s code line from an American Rifl eman or 
American Hunter

tion with a membership application. 

allow eight to 10 weeks for replies.

“Questions & Answers” is compiled by staff and Contributing Editors: Bruce N. Canfi eld, O. Reid 

John M. Taylor and John Treakle.

M1 Carbine were designed with 

standardized service ri� e after the 
Remington-Lee to use this type of 
magazine was the M14, adopted in 

than three-quarters of a century 
ahead of his time.

—BRUCE N. CANFIELD, FIELD E

3-9x40 Matte BDC 2.5-10x42 Matte BDC 3-9x40 Matte BDC 600 2.5-10x40 Matte BDC 600

INSTANT
SAVINGS*

INSTANT
SAVINGS*

INSTANT
SAVINGS*

INSTANT
SAVINGS*

BDC
RETICLE

BDC
RETICLE

BDC 600
RETICLE

BDC 600
RETICLE

*Participating Nikon authorized dealers and resellers only. Instant Savings amount deducted from dealer or reseller’s selling price. Offer valid for new eligible products only that are sold between September 12, 2013 and October 27, 2013 to retail 
customers by a Nikon authorized dealer or reseller within the 50 United States, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico or the U.S. Virgin Islands. All products are subject to availability. Void where prohibited by law. For eligible products and further 
details, please visit www.nikonpromo.com. 

Nikon is a trademark of Nikon Corporation. See your Dealer or visit NikonPromo.com. 

$30 $70 $30 $100
2.5-10x40 Matte BDC 600

100100100100



OCTOBER 2013   AMERICANRIFLEMAN.ORG54

Let’s say that you want a par-
ticular � rearm with special 
features. You have four options: 

(A) you can hope to � nd it in a manu-
facturer’s catalog; (B) you can buy 
something off the rack and have it 
modi� ed; (C) you can have it custom-
built; or (D) you can build it yourself.

Accuracy Speaks in Mesa, Ariz., 
offers Plan D. That’s D for Derrick 
Martin, the Double Distinguished 
Marksman who started the business 
in 1989. A national and international 
service ri� e competitor, he has built 
ri� es, pistols, and shotguns for other 

marksmen as far away as Australia 
and Britain.

Martin has long since branched 
out from gunsmithing to instruct-
ing. With his wife, Cheryl, he has 
taught high power shooting in the 
United States and the Dominican 
Republic, and he’s conducted wind-
doping clinics with former U.S. Army 
Marksmanship Unit shooter John 
Chubb. He offers those and addi-
tional classes on request.

Martin decided to take the busi-
ness to the next level, however, 
affording shooters the opportunity 

to build their own guns under the 
supervision of quali� ed gun-
smiths. The reasons for building 
your own � rearms are similar to, 
but not limited to, the motivation 
for loading your own ammunition. 
Most handloaders value the cost 
savings, but there’s also the option 
to customize the loads you feed 
your guns, and the satisfaction of 
creating a quality product.

Martin explains up front that 
building your own � rearm will not 
result in any cost savings. After all, 
time is money, and he emphasizes 
that the shop’s personal attention 
could result in a two- or threefold 
increase over the likely cost of hav-
ing them do the work for you.

The “Build Your Own Gun” plan 
is intended to provide clients the 
level of instruction they desire. 
It can be as basic as installing a 
recoil pad, mounting scope bases 
or performing a simple trigger 
job. Mid-level skills might involve 
glass-bedding, stock work, and, 
perhaps, drilling and tapping 
receivers or barrels. High-end 
skills consist of metal cutting with 

Up For A Challenge? Why Not

“Build Your Own Gun”
BY BARRETT TILLMAN

Photos by Marc Angel Photographic

TECHNICAL   FROM THE BENCH

Accuracy Speaks offers gun enthusi-
asts such as Chris S., pictured here, 
an opportunity to customize existing 
fi rearms, even perform full builds, 
under the supervision of experienced 
gunsmiths. Past experience, motiva-
tion and fi nancial resources are usu-
ally the deciding factors in what the 
customer can and cannot do.

54
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to build their own guns under the 
supervision of qualified gun-
smiths. The reasons for building 
your own firearms are similar to, 
but not limited to, the motivation 
for loading your own ammunition. 
Most handloaders value the cost 

to customize the loads you feed 
your guns, and the satisfaction of 
creating a quality product.

Martin explains up front that 
building your own firearm will not 
result in any cost savings. After all, 
time is money, and he emphasizes 
that the shop’s personal attention 
could result in a two- or threefold 
increase over the likely cost of hav-
ing them do the work for you.

is intended to provide clients the 
level of instruction they desire. 
It can be as basic as installing a 
recoil pad, mounting scope bases 
or performing a simple trigger 
job. Mid-level skills might involve 
glass-bedding, stock work, and, 
perhaps, drilling and tapping 
receivers or barrels. High-end 
skills consist of metal cutting with 
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FROM THE BENCH

WARNING: Technical data and information contained herein are intended to provide information based 
upon the limited experience of individuals under specifi c conditions and circumstances. They do not 
detail the comprehensive training, procedures, techniques and safety precautions that are abso-
lutely necessary to properly carry on similar activity. READ THE NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER ON THE 
CONTENTS PAGE OF THIS MAGAZINE. ALWAYS CONSULT COMPREHENSIVE REFERENCE MANUALS 
AND BULLETINS OF PROPER TRAINING REQUIREMENTS, PROCEDURES, TECHNIQUES AND SAFETY 
PRECAUTIONS BEFORE ATTEMPTING ANY SIMILAR ACTIVITIES.

lathes and mills, including com-
plete builds of long-range ri� es, 
NRA service ri� es, IPSC/IDPA 
pistols and the like.

For the top-end projects, some 
prior knowledge of machine 
tools is recommended, whether 
from high school shop class or 
from  time spent hanging around 
a machine shop. But if you have 
the motivation, the company will 
make the time. The prime ingre-
dients are desire to learn, willing-
ness to work and, of course, the 
funds necessary to see the project 
through.

Shop safety is a critical con-
cern. Working with machine 
tools, clients need to stay focused 
and follow directions to the 
letter. (The author is reminded 
of his shop teacher who gave 
a vivid demonstration of band 
saw safety—a thumb and two 
� ngers.) Martin explains that 
there are three levels of poten-
tial problems: “You could injure 
yourself in our shop; you could 
ruin your project; or the � nished 
product may not meet all your 
expectations.”

However, the individual atten-
tion that Martin and his gunsmiths 
provide is intended to eliminate 
problems and correct mistakes. 
Hands-on assistance is, after all, 
one of the chief advantages of the 
supervised Build Your Own Gun 
concept.

One of the � rst do-it-yourself 
projects was an M1 ri� e by Chris 
S., a database designer and pro-
grammer. He wanted to produce 
a National Match Garand and 
provided the basics: a CMP ri� e 
with NM barrel and stock. Under 
personal supervision he � tted and 
headspaced the barrel, bedded 
the stock, performed a trigger job 
and installed NM sights.

In the course of his project, 
Chris gained hands-on experi-
ence in a variety of disciplines: 
woodworking, metallurgy and 
chemistry. Much of that experi-
ence was hard-won. For example, 
mixing and applying bedding 
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compound to a stock is the type 
of skill that has to be learned by 
experience. Not everyone does it 
right the � rst time, but everyone 
gets it right before they leave.

The Garand rebuild lasted 
three days or 30 shop hours, 
but Chris considers it worth the 
effort. Not only did he acquire 
new skills, he now has a very nice 
ri� e and the knowledge to tackle 
future projects. 

Other do-it-yourselfers are 
taking advantage of Accuracy’s 
option with handguns, ARs, and 

bolt-action ri� es. Each project 
receives the same individual 
attention that Chris experienced 
with his Garand. When you’re 
� nished, you will have more than 
a custom � rearm crafted by your 
hands to your speci� cations. You 
will have an heirloom to pass to 
the next generation—and a good 
story to go along with it.

For more information, contact: 
Accuracy Speaks Gunsmithing (Dept. 
AR), 3960 N. Usery Pass Road, Mesa, 
AZ 85207; (480) 373-9499; 
accuracyspeaksgunsmithing.com.

Instructor Derrick Martin (r.) stands proudly beside 
his student, Chris S., who holds the M1 Garand he 

rebuilt using hard-won skills taught in the 
Accuracy Speaks “Build Your Own Gun” course.
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bolt-action rifles. Each project 
receives the same individual 
attention that Chris experienced 
with his Garand. When you’re 
finished, you will have more than 
a custom firearm crafted by your 
hands to your specifications. You 
will have an heirloom to pass to 
the next generation—and a good 
story to go along with it.

For more information, contact: 

AR), 3960 N. Usery Pass Road, Mesa, 
AZ 85207; (480) 373-9499;  



CorrespondenCe    favorite firearms

Nearly every shooter has a favorite firearm. If you would like to share the experience of owning yours 
with other American Rifleman readers, or on americanrifleman.org, send a sharp color photograph 
of the gun, accompanied by its story in fewer than 400 words, with your name, address and daytime 
telephone number to: Favorite Firearms, American Rifleman, National Rifle Association, 11250 Waples 
Mill Road, Fairfax, VA 22030-9400. Photos and submissions cannot be returned and may be edited for 
clarity and brevity.  

he Colt Single Action Army 
revolver has always held a 
fascination for me. As a fan 

-

One day, in my more mature 
-

-

As happens, we became old 

Needless to say, this gun is 

—James R. LeBeL, CaLifoRnia

Brunie’s Luger
On July 22, 1944, at Victorville Army Air Field, Calif., Faylon M. 

Brunemeier graduated as a second lieutenant from bombardier 
training. “Brunie,” as he was known to his friends, went on to B-17 

training in Texas, and by early 1945 was assigned to the 306th Bombard-
ment Group (Heavy), 8th Army Air Force, in England. 

One night in May 1945, while on liberty in London, Brunie was 
approached by a Canadian soldier with a German pistol for sale. The P.08 
Luger, manufactured by Mauser in 1940, was captured during the fight-
ing in Italy, and Brunie was proud to buy it as a memento. Though not a 
collector’s piece—the frame’s serial number does not match the barrel, 
action or magazine—it is an excellent example of a wartime production 
Luger, and a great souvenir from Brunie’s service.

Brunie is my uncle, and he is one of a shrinking number of surviving 
World War II veterans. His Luger now has a place in my military arms 
collection, along with a letter from Brunie documenting the P.08’s history. 
Since my father died, Brunie has been like a father to me, and his con-
nection to the firearm makes it very special to me. He gave me my Life 
membership to the NRA, and most of the items in my collection are gifts 
from him. We still go on annual hunting trips to California. 

Though no longer flying B-17s, Brunie has always fought for the values 
that made America great. When I hold his Luger, I’m reminded of the les-
sons he taught me through word and action; I believe the most important 
of these was that regardless of which way the political winds are blowing, 
freedom requires sacrifice.

—C. maRk BRunemeieR, Washington
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Making Peace
The Colt Single Action Army 

revolver has always held a 
fascination for me. As a fan 

of Elmer Keith, I decided that the 
ultimate “Peacemaker” should 
be a .44 Spl. rather than the .45 
Colt, primarily because of the 
.44’s accuracy. Consequently, in 
1964 I bought a brand new Colt 
.44 Spl. with a 5½" barrel and 
added zebra wood grips, person-
alized with my Western Airlines 
� ve- and 10-year service pins. I 
hunted with the revolver for many 
years, bagging both edible game 
and varmints.

One day, in my more mature 
years, I visited an old hunt-
ing buddy and friend since 
our grammar school days. Jack 
Burke managed orange groves in 
California for a living, and always 
extended generous hospitality to 
me and my family, who knew him 
as “Uncle Jack.” He had always 
admired the Colt SAA, but had 
never purchased one, so on this 
visit, with sincere gratitude, I 
gave him my prized .44. Jack 
used that gun for 30 years, even 
carrying it on his hip for a time 
when drug runners were trying 
to use his grove to access the 
Mexican border.

As happens, we became old 
men. I visited him during his 
retirement in a small Colorado 
town. We shot some targets, and 
the breeze, and had a grand old-
timer reunion. However, when it 
came time for me to go, Jack said 
very simply, “Jim, I want you to 
have this because I won’t need it 
much longer—I’m dying.” With 
that he handed me the .44 Spl.

Needless to say, this gun is 
and always will be one of my 
most cherished possessions. It 
provided Jack and me with many 
years of faithful service, and I’m 
glad I could share that with such a 
great friend.

—JAMES R. LEBEL, CALIFORNIA

Brunie’s Luger
On July 22, 1944, at Victorville Army Air Field, Calif., Faylon M. 

Brunemeier graduated as a second lieutenant from bombardier 

training in Texas, and by early 1945 was assigned to the 306th Bombard-
ment Group (Heavy), 8th Army Air Force, in England. 

One night in May 1945, while on liberty in London, Brunie was 

Luger, manufactured by Mauser in 1940, was captured during the � ght-
ing in Italy, and Brunie was proud to buy it as a memento. Though not a 
collector’s piece—the frame’s serial number does not match the barrel, 
action or magazine—it is an excellent example of a wartime production 
Luger, and a great souvenir from Brunie’s service.

Brunie is my uncle, and he is one of a shrinking number of surviving 
World War II veterans. His Luger now has a place in my military arms 
collection, along with a letter from Brunie documenting the P.08’s history. 
Since my father died, Brunie has been like a father to me, and his con-
nection to the � rearm makes it very special to me. He gave me my Life 
membership to the NRA, and most of the items in my collection are gifts 
from him. We still go on annual hunting trips to California. 

sons he taught me through word and action; I believe the most important 

freedom requires sacri� ce.
—C. MARK BRUNEMEIER, W
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The Colt Single Action Army 
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2013 MidwayUSA/NRA 
Bianchi Cup Championships
The 35th Annual Bianchi Cup added a new Pro-Training Clinic, 
First Time Shooter cash and Youth Scholarships to its reputation 
as the “World’s Most Prestigious Pistol Match.”

BY ChiP LohMAn, MAnAging EdiTor, ShooTing SPorTS USA

During May 22-26, nearly 
300 NRA Action Pistol 
shooters from 40 states 

and nine countries reunited 
with friends at the Green Valley 
range near Columbia, Mo. One 
of the highlights this year was 
the large number of participants 
in the “First Time” category—75 
in all. Also new for 2013 was an 
optional training camp. Nearly 50 
students arrived two days before 
the match to receive instruction 
from the sport’s top shooters: Rob 
Leatham (co-founder of the class), 
Doug Koenig, Carl Bernosky, Rob 
Vadasz, Jessie Duff, Mickey Fowler 
and Kyle Schmidt. These profes-
sionals forfeited some of their 
own practice time to help grow 
the sport.

Open CategOry: As the name 
implies, the Open Category allows 
any equipment that does not render 

the pistol unsafe. Semi-automatics 
in either .38 Super or 9 mm are 
based on an M1911-style frame and 
typically include a red-dot optic 
with pre-set adjustments for mov-
ing target leads; wings to mount the 
gun to the barricade wall; thumb 
rest; orthopedic hand stocks; and a 
compensated barrel.

First to shoot a perfect score in 
1990, Doug Koenig earned his 15th 
win at this year’s Bianchi with a 
score of 1920-183X. Carl Bernosky 
must have spent the off season 
“knee deep in brass” because he 
landed on the second place step of 
the winner’s podium with a perfect 
1920 and 178Xs. Policeman Bruce 
Piatt took third with a 1918-176X, 
having left two points at the mov-
ing target range. He and Koenig 
have swapped first place positions 
through the years. Koenig’s best 
X-count, to date, is 187Xs in 2011, 
while Piatt’s is 185Xs in 1998. 

C CategOry: For a 

5⁄8" for a revolver. The 

Despite leaving two plates 

First Doug Koenig 1920-183X

second Carl BernosKy 1920-178X

third BruCe Piatt 1918-176X

Metallic roB VaDasz 1892-132X

Production enoCh smith 1904-144X

sPecial categories

grand 
senior

John sanDer 1885-129X

senior Kelly gilmore 1914-142X

WoMan Jessie Duff 1893-142X

unior tiffany PiPer 1885-143X

Photos by NRA Staff
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2013 MidwayUSA/NRA 
Bianchi Cup Championships
The 35th Annual Bianchi Cup added a new Pro-Training Clinic, 
First Time Shooter cash and Youth Scholarships to its reputation 
as the “World’s Most Prestigious Pistol Match.”

BY ChiP LohMAn, MAnAging EdiTor, 

the pistol unsafe. Semi-automatics 
in either .38 Super or 9 mm are 

typically include a red-dot optic 
with pre-set adjustments for mov-

gun to the barricade wall; thumb 
rest; orthopedic hand stocks; and a 
compensated barrel.

First to shoot a perfect score in 
1990, Doug Koenig earned his 15th 
win at this year’s Bianchi with a 
score of 1920-183X. Carl Bernosky 
must have spent the off season 
“knee deep in brass” because he 
landed on the second place step of 
the winner’s podium with a perfect 
1920 and 178Xs. Policeman Bruce 
Piatt took third with a 1918-176X, 
having left two points at the mov-
ing target range. He and Koenig 
have swapped first place positions 
through the years. Koenig’s best 
X-count, to date, is 187Xs in 2011, 
while Piatt’s is 185Xs in 1998. 

Metallic category: For a 
metallic sight gun, the barrel length 
is restricted to 61/4" for a semi-
automatic, or 85⁄8" for a revolver. The 
front sight may not extend beyond 
the muzzle. The rear sight can be 
modified to an adjustable design. 
The metallic class prohibits a scope 
or peep sight, wings, special hand 
stocks or a compensated barrel.

Despite leaving two plates 
standing in a unique, one-person 
event (the other competitor was a 
no-show), Border Patrol Officer Rob 
Vadasz took home another in a long 
string of wins with an 1892-132X. 
Marc Kessler’s 1883-124X was good 
enough for the silver, while former 
Marine and now Border Patrol team 
member Kevin Worrell took third 
with an 1883-114X. (As another 

2013 MidwayUSA/NRA  
Bianchi Cup
First Doug Koenig 1920-183X

second Carl BernosKy 1920-178X

third BruCe Piatt 1918-176X

Metallic roB VaDasz 1892-132X

Production enoCh smith 1904-144X

sPecial categories

grand 
senior

John sanDer 1885-129X

senior Kelly gilmore 1914-142X

WoMan Jessie Duff 1893-142X

Junior tiffany PiPer 1885-143X

Doug Koenig topped the Bianchi 
Cup leaderboard for the 15th time 
with an impressive 1920-183X.
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PepperBlaster.
Stop threats at a distance.

A Laser Clip that projects a red dot 
and a belt clip fi t PepperBlaster II.  
A carry pouch fi ts both.

PepperBlaster® and PepperBlaster® II are today’s most effective 
less-lethal products. Their pyrotechnic delivery system shoots a 
jet of powerful OC solution at 112 MPH, too fast for an assailant
to avoid. There is no better way to stop threats at a distance.

PepperBlaster and PepperBlaster II 
(below) weigh just 4 ounces.

Caution: Strong irritant. Keep out of reach of children. May be unlawful to own or possess in 
some states or jurisdictions. Use for any purpose except lawful self defense may be punishable 
by imprisonment, fi nes or both. Guardian Angel protected by U.S. Pat. 6,951,070B2. ©2013, 
Kimber Mfg., Inc. All rights reserved.

Learn more at pepperblaster.com      (888) 243-4522
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BIANCHI CUP

casualty of the country’s sequestra-
tion budget cut, members of the 
Border Patrol paid their own way this 
year.) In her � rst Bianchi appear-
ance, Brooke Sevigny’s 1646-69X was 
the top woman score in the metallic 
category.

PRODUCTION CATEGORY: To 
avoid becoming an “equipment 
race,” a production � rearm must be a 
catalog item that is readily available 
to the general public and equipped 
with factory notch and post sights. 
(Some factory guns come equipped 
with adjustable sights, which comply 
with the rule.) No visible internal of 
external modi� cations are allowed, 
except that custom grips, checker-
ing, stippling, grip tape and grip 
sleeves are permitted.

The barrel length for produc-
tion semi-automatics is restricted 
to 5.35"—6" inches for revolvers, 
and may be replaced with original 
factory or after-market barrels with 
the same con� guration and caliber 
of the original barrel. Modi� cations 
to the slide or frame to facilitate the 
use of the aftermarket barrel are not 
permitted. Trigger weight may not 
drop below 3.5 lbs. 

Border Patrol Of� cer Enoch Smith 
won this year’s Production Category 
with a national record-setting 
1904-144X. Smith shot an incredible 
480-43X score on the mover with 
his production gun, which was � fth 
among the top Open competitors. 
Spring� eld Armory’s Rob Leatham, 
always a top contender, delivered an 
1888-127X for second place, while 
Comp-Tac’s Randi Rogers took third 
(and top production woman) with an 
1863-117X. 

This year’s match featured a 
new two-day training camp and 
increased participation in the 
Metallic and Production classes.

P.O. Box 9295, Fountain Valley, CA   92728         714-596-1013
Fax 714-848-7208               www.Mauser.net

800-274-4124
Your Satisfaction is Guaranteed!

Free:  Original M2447 Accessories included.
                                        With the Collector        
                                       Grade model
Bayonet & Frog included!

                                                              Te Last
                                         pre-WWII 98 Mauser
                       Still in Military-New condition!!   
Best Mauser Value still available at this price.

M2447 Mauser

   M2447 Mauser 98 Service Grade from  $299
Collector Grade from  $399

Other grades & features available.  Call Us.

   Very Few
Left

German Sniper Rife                             with Original  WWII ZF41 Mount Base

Tese are Te Last of  the Original WWII German sniper rifes. 
An original K98k with the scope-mount base manufactured into 
the barrel in WWII.  Few survived, but you can get one now.     
    (Some scopes available.)                  ZF41 Rife without Scope $999.  

Soviet Sniper                                            The Most Successful Sniper Rife in WWII

         Tese are the last of the original 
M91/30 Russian Sniper rifes, 

complete with Original Serialized 
scopes, accessories, display stand.

 Get one while you still can!  
Collector Grade Russian Sniper Rife with  Scope  $799.

Comes with 
Enemy at the 
Gates DVD.

Its Russian full-auto ancestor 
was made famous in 1945 in Berlin.  Tis PPSh is 
Great Fun, Accurate and Inexpensive to Shoot!! 
(If it’s legal where you live, you can also buy its 50-rd drum.)  

New  PPSh-41/22   .22LR semi-auto rife    $495.

PPSh-41/22

 Free: With your new PPSh, 
you also receive  an Original WWII 

Soviet oil can and an Original Soviet Sling.

A full-length Weaver 
rail accepts M-16-style 

sights or a variety of Scopes, Lasers, and even a bi-pod.    
Powerful, Afordable and Very Accurate!  Rife with scope rings Only $595.

Black Lightning                                         Semi-auto .22 Mag

Modern and Historical, each has its Place in your Cabinet.
Your Best Choice in Rifes Today

Apple, the Apple logo 
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in the U.S. and other countries. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc.
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TECHNICAL   LATEST LOADS

.30-.378 WBY. MAG.
BULLET: 

BARNES 200-GR. LRX*
PROPELLANT/CHARGE: 

IMR-7828/92.0 GRS.
PRIMER: FEDERAL GM215M
CASE: WEATHERBY

CASE TRIM-TO LENGTH: 2.903"
CARTRIDGE OVERALL LENGTH: 3.648"
VELOCITY @ 10’ (F.P.S.): 3046
ENERGY (FT.-LBS.): 4,120
ACCURACY: 1.09"**
USES: HUNTING (ALL SPECIES EXCEPT 

ELEPHANT, CAPE BUFFALO, RHINO, 
LION, HIPPO) 

NOTES: TEST RIFLE: 28"-BARRELED 
WEATHERBY MARK V ACCUMARK RC 
TOPPED WITH A TRIJICON 5-20X 50 MM 
ACCUPOINT RIFLESCOPE; *REQUIRES 
1:10" OR FASTER RIFLING RATE OF TWIST; 
**AVERAGE OF FIVE CONSECUTIVE, FIVE-
SHOT GROUPS AT 100 YDS.

WARNING: Technical data and information 
contained herein are intended to provide in-
formation based upon the limited experience 
of individuals under specifi c conditions and 
circumstances. They do not detail the com-
prehensive training, procedures, techniques 
and safety precautions that are absolutely 
necessary to properly carry on similar activity. 
READ THE NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER ON 
THE CONTENTS PAGE OF THIS MAGAZINE. 
ALWAYS CONSULT COMPREHENSIVE 
REFERENCE MANUALS AND BULLETINS 
OF PROPER TRAINING REQUIREMENTS, 
PROCEDURES, TECHNIQUES AND SAFETY 
PRECAUTIONS BEFORE ATTEMPTING ANY 
SIMILAR ACTIVITIES.

Unequalled

When propelled to 3046 
f.p.s., Barnes’ stream-
lined 200-gr. Long-

Range X Bullet (LRX) drops 13.8" at 
400 yds. and 30.5" at 500 yds. with 
a 250-yd. zero. Even at 500 yds. the 
bullet is traveling 2230 f.p.s., so 
expansion is assured, and retained 
energy is 2,207 ft.-lbs. For the 
“long-range” hunter, this combina-
tion would be difficult to beat.

—AARON CARTER, MANAGING EDITOR

NEW HOPPE’S NO. 9 SYNTHETIC BLEND. Powerful new 
formula. Same timeless scent. Together they form the 
ultimate blend of enduring tradition and innovative 
technology. Hoppe’s No. 9 Synthetic. Proudly, setting the 
standard for the future of our gun care.  Hoppes.com

Apple, the Apple logo 
and iPad are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered 
in the U.S. and other countries. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc.

Exclusively for 
NRA Members!

The NRA 
Magazines App

MAGAZINES

_13iPadARmod.indd   2 4/24/13   3:09 PM
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Walther. Carl Walther.

The more than 125-year-old company 
Walther has set up its own facility in 
Arkansas—Walther USA—and the guns 
it o� ers are a refl ection of not only the 
venerable German gunmaker, but also its 
sister company—Umarex. Never heard of 
Umarex? Well, read on.

BY MARK A. KEEFE, IV, EDITOR IN CHIEF

Photos by Forrest MacCormack
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ond. James Bond. If a � ctional character has more brand 
awareness in � rearms than James Bond and his Walther, I am 
unaware of it. Dirty Harry and his Model 29 have long since 
retired, but Ian Fleming’s 007 turns 60 this year and shows no 

signs of slowing down. Bond has starred in 23 movies and now even 
has his own “James Bond 007 Fragrance.” And he still has his Walther. 
The relationship between Bond and Walther dates to Ian Fleming’s 
1958 novel Dr. No in which 007 relinquishes his Beretta “ladies gun” 
and starts carrying a Walther PPK in .32 ACP. In more recent years, 
Bond has appeared on screen with the Walther P99.

It is odd to me that the company founded in Zella-Mehlis in 1886 
by Carl Walther and his son Fritz and that introduced the � rst success-
ful double-action, semi-automatic pistol, the Polizie Pistole or PP and 
the subsequent 5/8" shorter Polizie Pistole Kriminal or PPK, is perhaps 
best known for its role in pop culture. This is the company that made 
the � rst double-action 9 mm Luger pistol with a decocker, the P.38 
(replacing the vaunted Luger as the sidearm of the Wehrmacht in 
1935), the company that developed the G41 ri� e, the TT Olympia pis-
tol and countless other designs, and still it is best known for its use by 
a secret agent that never lived. But part of Walther’s parent company’s 
early success had to do with another � ctional character: Sherlock 
Holmes. We’ll get to that in a minute.

When it comes to Walther in the United States, the � rm that handled 
it for most of the post-World War II era was Interarms starting in the 
early 1960s. Remember, the factory was destroyed during the war, 
and Zella-Mehlis was on the wrong side of the Iron Curtain. Walther 
resumed operation in Ulm in West Germany in 1953. But after the 
death of Interarms’ founder Sam Cummings, the company became a 
shell of itself, and Walther importation ceased by the Alexandria, Va., 
� rm in 1999. Smith & Wesson partnered with Walther starting in 2002, 
and it was a relationship that included not only importation, distribu-
tion and marketing of Walther guns made in Ulm, but American pro-
duction of the PPK and PPK/S, which was shifted to S&W’s Houghton, 
Maine, plant. Smith and Walther even collaborated on a variant of 
the Walther P99 pistol designed to compete in the United States, 
the SW99. Aspects of the Smith/Walther partnership ranged from 
extremely successful to struggling at best.Walther. Carl Walther.

ond. James Bond. If a � ctional character has more brand 
awareness in � rearms than James Bond and his Walther, I am 
unaware of it. Dirty Harry and his Model 29 have long since unaware of it. Dirty Harry and his Model 29 have long since 
retired, but Ian Fleming’s 007 turns 60 this year and shows no 

B

WALTHER 
PPQ M2 
.40 S&W

WALTHER 
PPK/S 
.22 LONG RIFLE
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WALTHER

The Walther Line 
There are really three distinct and different areas of 

focus for Walther. The � rst is on the competitive shooting 
circuit—airguns and competition-speci� c rim� res previ-
ously brought in by Champion’s Choice or Earl’s Repair 
Service and now imported by Walther Arms—then the 
police and personal-protection market and, � nally, the 
fun or recreational side of shooting. The latter two areas 
are our focus here. Those guns are handled by a new 
company, Walther Arms, set up in Fort Smith, Ark., in 
January, which was already home to Umarex USA. The $7 
million expansion will bring up to 120 new jobs to the 
area. Umarex, together with Walther, is owned by the PW 
Group in Arnsberg, Germany. Here is a brief run-down 
of the guns imported or sold by Walther Arms.

 
P22—Walther’s .22 Long Rifl e plinking or training rimfi re made 
in Ulm with either a 3.42" or 4.5" barrel and 10-round magazine. 
It is scaled to be a three-quarter-size, blowback-operated 
version of its big brother, the P99. The magazine release and 
takedown are similar to those of the P99. There are six mod-
els—including some with threaded barrels (many Walthers 
have that feature) and laser sights—ranging in price from 
$379 to $579. 

PPK/S—This is the PP slide mated to a PPK frame and is 
offered only in .380 ACP. Available in blue or stainless steel, 
the guns are made by S&W for Walther in Houghton, Maine. 
This is the classic, blowback-operated gun with a slide-
mounted decocker and is priced at $629. 

PPK/S .22—Made by Umarex for Walther in Arnsberg, this 
is a 10-round-capacity .22 Long Rifl e version of the PPK/S 
offered in blue or nickel that has the same size, controls and 
weight as the center-fi re PPK/S. Priced from $399 to $429, 
there is more on this gun below. 

PK380—This recoil-operated, hammer-fi red .380 ACP has 
double-action/single-action lockwork and shares the polymer 
grip frame design of the PK22. The frame is easy for those with 
small hands to grip securely, and the slide is one of the easiest 
for those without a lot of upper body strength to manipulate. 
PK380s are offered in black or two-tone, and there is a laser-
equipped variant. They run from $389 to $489.

P99AS—The P99 was likely the most fully featured polymer-
frame pistol of its day, and it has been updated with an 
integral accessory rail. Made in Ulm, it is a recoil-operated, 
striker-fi red design with fl ush-fi tting decocker. In 9 mm Luger, 
it has a 15-round magazine capacity and in .40 S&W it holds 
11 rounds in the full-size 4"-barreled versions. It is also offered 
as the P99AS Compact with a grip frame shortened by a full 
inch and with a 3.5" barrel. Magazines are available with up to 
20-round capacity in the 9 mm, as well as with collars for the 
extended magazines. Ergonomically, the pistol is excellent, 
and it is priced at $599.

The Polizie Pistole Schmal (small) is polymer-frame, 

Introduced in 2011, this pistol is the most modern itera-

A new design from Ulm intended specifi cally for Walther 

WALTHER
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.40 S&W
CARTRIDGE

VEL. @ 15'
(F.P.S.)

ENERGY
(FT.-LBS.)

GROUP SIZE IN INCHES
SMALLEST   LARGEST   AVERAGE

BUFFALO BORE 
OUTDOORSMAN
200-GR. HC FN

953 AVG.
3 SD

403 3.88 5.73 4.95

FEDERAL GUARD DOG
135-GR. GD EFMJ

1142 AVG.
10 SD

391 2.70 4.84 3.85

HORNADY CD 
NO. 91340
165-GR. FTX

1089 AVG.
11 SD

419 3.96 5.91 4.58

AVERAGE EXTREME SPREAD 4.46

NOTES: ACCURACY RESULTS BASED ON FIVE CONSECUTIVE, FIVE-SHOT GROUPS AT 25 YDS. THE 
HANDGUN WAS FIRED FROM A SANDBAG REST. VELOCITIES WERE MEASURED WITH AN OEHLER 
MODEL 43 CHRONOGRAPH WITH THE FIRST SCREEN SET AT 5 FT. TEMPERATURE: 78° F. HUMIDITY: 
69%. ABBREVIATIONS: CD (CRITICAL DEFENSE), EXMJ (EXPANDING FULL-METAL-JACKET), FTX 
(FLEX TIP EXPANDING) HCFN (HARD-CAST FLAT-NOSE), SD (STANDARD DEVIATION).

WALTHER PPK/S 
.380 ACP

WALTHER PK380 
.380 ACP

WALTHER PPS
9 MM LUGER

WALTHER PPX 
9 MM LUGER

WALTHER  PPQ M2 
9 MM LUGER 

5" BARREL

WALTHER PPS
9 MM LUGER
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The Walther Line 
There are really three distinct and different areas of 

focus for Walther. The first is on the competitive shoot-
ing circuit—airguns and competition-specific rimfires 
brought in by Champion’s Choice or Earl’s Repair 
Service—then the police and personal-protection mar-
ket and, finally, the fun or recreational side of shooting. 
The latter two areas are our focus here. Those guns are 
handled by a new company, Walther Arms, set up in 
Fort Smith, Ark., in January, which was already home to 
Umarex USA. The $7 million expansion will bring up to 

is a brief run-down of the guns imported or sold by 
Walther Arms.

 
P22—

It is scaled to be a three-quarter-size, blowback-operated 
version of its big brother, the P99. The magazine release and 
takedown are similar to those of the P99. There are six mod-
els—including some with threaded barrels (many Walthers 
have that feature) and laser sights—ranging in price from 
$379 to $579. 

PPK/S—This is the PP slide mated to a PPK frame and is 
offered only in .380 ACP. Available in blue or stainless steel, 
the guns are made by S&W for Walther in Houghton, Maine. 
This is the classic, blowback-operated gun with a slide-
mounted decocker and is priced at $629. 

PPK/S .22—Made by Umarex for Walther in Arnsberg, this 
is a 10-round-capacity .22 Long Rifle version of the PPK/S 
offered in blue or nickel that has the same size, controls and 
weight as the center-fire PPK/S. Priced from $399 to $429, 
there is more on this gun below. 

PK380—This recoil-operated, hammer-fired .380 ACP has 

for those without a lot of upper body strength to manipulate. 
PK380s are offered in black or two-tone, and there is a laser-
equipped variant. They run from $389 to $489.

P99AS—The P99 was likely the most fully featured polymer-
frame pistol of its day, and it has been updated with an 
integral accessory rail. Made in Ulm, it is a recoil-operated, 
striker-fired design with flush-fitting decocker. In 9 mm Luger, 
it has a 15-round magazine capacity and in .40 S&W it holds 

as the P99AS Compact with a grip frame shortened by a full 

20-round capacity in the 9 mm, as well as with collars for the 
extended magazines. Ergonomically, the pistol is excellent, 
and it is priced at $599.

PPS—The Polizie Pistole Schmal (small) is polymer-frame, 
dedicated carry gun with a single-stack magazine and an 
articulated blade safety in its trigger. The recoil-operated, 
striker-fired PPS isn’t quite an inch wide, has a 3.2" barrel and 
is only 4.4" high. With its single-stack magazine, it holds 10 
rounds of 9 mm or eight of .40 S&W. It, too, is priced at $599.

PPQ—Introduced in 2011, this pistol is the most modern itera-
tion of the Walther personal-protection or duty pistol. A full-
size, Ulm-made gun, the polymer-frame, striker-fired PPQ M2 
has the take-down system and bilateral slide lock of the P99 
combined with an articulated blade safety in the trigger and a 
new grip design with the magazine release behind the trigger 
guard on the frame. Offered in 9 mm or .40 S&W, there is more 
below on this gun. It is priced from $599 to $699. 

PPX—A new design from Ulm intended specifically for Walther 
Arms and the United States, the PPX is a polymer frame, double-
action-only hammer-fired pistol with the hammer partially 
pre-cocked by slide movement. It is a tall gun, but one with a grip 

frame that small hands can wrap around easily, as much of the 
frame bulk for the operating parts is above the grip. Offered in  
9 mm (16 rounds) or .40 S&W (14 rounds), it is priced aggressively 
from $449 to $499. There is not enough room here to adequately 
describe the PPX, so look for a “Dope Bag” review soon.

So What Is Umarex?
There’s that name again. On my first trip to the 

Internationale Waffen Ausstellung or IWA Show in 
Nuremberg, Germany, I stood in wonder at the largest 
booth in the room; a red and black gleaming edifice 
climbing to the ceiling. Umarex? What in the heck is 
Umarex? It could well be the largest firearm company 
you have never heard of—and that is because it makes 
much more than firearms.

For a guy who decided to get out of the gun business 
in the early 1970s, Wulf-Heinz Pflaumer and his com-
pany sure make a lot of guns. In fact, you might have 
a firearm—or perhaps an airgun—made or imported 

WALTHER PPQ M2
MAnufActurer: Carl Walther Gmbh,  

Ulm, Germany

IMPorter: Walther arms, InC.  
(Dept. ar), 7700 ChaD Colley 
blvD., Fort smIth, ar 72916;  
(479) 242-8500; Waltherarms.Com.

cAlIber: 9 mm lUGer, .40 s&W (testeD)
ActIon tyPe: reCoIl-operateD,  

semI-aUtomatIC Center-FIre pIstol

frAMe: blaCk polymer

bArrel: 4", 41⁄16" (testeD), 4½", 5" steel

rIflIng: sIx-Groove, 1:16" rh tWIst

MAgAzIne: 11-roUnD-CapaCIty  
DetaChable staInless steel box

SIghtS: three-Dot; FIxeD post Front; 
WInDaGe anD elevatIon aDjUstable 
notCh rear

trIgger: DoUble-aCtIon-only;  
5-lb., 2-oz. pUll

overAll length: 71⁄8"
WIdth: 11⁄4"
heIght: 53⁄8" 
WeIght: 24.9 ozs. (WIth empty maGazIne)
AcceSSorIeS: oWner’s manUal, 

spare maGazIne, three baCkstraps, 
maGazIne loaDInG tool, loCk, plastIC 
Carry Case

SuggeSted retAIl PrIce: $599 
(testeD); $699 (threaDeD barrel)

WALTHER PPQ M2: SHOOTING RESULTS (25 YDS.)
.40 S&W 
cArtrIdge

vel. @ 15'
(f.P.S.)

energy
(ft.-lbS.)

grouP SIze In IncheS
SMAlleSt   lArgeSt   AverAge

buffAlo bore 
outdoorSMAn
200-gr. hc fn

953 avG.
3 sD

403 3.88 5.73 4.95

federAl guArd dog
135-gr. gd efMJ

1142 avG.
10 sD

391 2.70 4.84 3.85

hornAdy cd  
no. 91340
165-gr. ftX

1089 avG.
11 sD

419 3.96 5.91 4.58

AverAge eXtreMe SPreAd 4.46

notes: aCCUraCy resUlts baseD on FIve ConseCUtIve, FIve-shot GroUps at 25 yDs. the 
hanDGUn Was FIreD From a sanDbaG rest. veloCItIes Were measUreD WIth an oehler 
moDel 43 ChronoGraph WIth the FIrst sCreen set at 5 Ft. temperatUre: 78° F. hUmIDIty: 
69%. abbrevIatIons: CD (CrItICal DeFense), exmj (expanDInG FUll-metal-jaCket), Ftx 
(Flex tIp expanDInG) hCFn (harD-Cast Flat-nose), sD (stanDarD DevIatIon).

An evolution of the P99 series, 
the new PPQ M2—here a 

41⁄16"-barreled .40 S&W—has 
features demanded by the 

American pistol market these 
days, including a frame-

mounted magazine release 
and an articulated blade safety 
in the front face of the trigger.
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WALTHER

by the company run by P� aumer and partner Franz 
Wonisch. And that is a multi-generational partnership 
now, as Eyck P� aumer and Martin Wonisch today are 
managing partners of the company founded 41 years 
ago but changed its name to Umarex Sportwaffen 
GmbH & Co. in 1981. 

Wulf-Heinz P� aumer has a bit of the showman 
in him. Think of him as part P.T. Barnum, part Roy 
Weatherby, part modern industrialist and all entrepre-
neur. Umarex sells, in many ways, the dream of � re-
arms. In 1972, the laws for gun ownership in Germany 
changed dramatically. Licenses to own handguns in 
particular became quite restricted, but gas, blank 
and alarm guns had always been popular in central 
Europe and were unaffected. One such gun was the 
Perfecta Model G1 as made by Mayer & Reim; ironi-
cally, designed by Walther employee Walter Reim as 
an alarm pistol in his spare time.

After growing up in the gun business and becom-
ing a trained gunsmith, P� aumer eventually moved on 
to the catalog company Neckermann, and later went 
to work with Karl Mayer of Mayer & Rheim. Blank and 

WALTHER PPK/S .22
MANUFACTURER: UMAREX SPORTWAFFEN 

GMBH, ARNSBERG, GERMANY

IMPORTER: WALTHER ARMS (DEPT. AR), 
7700 CHAD COLLEY BLVD., 
FORT SMITH, AR 72916; 
(479) 242-8500; WALTHERARMS.COM.

CALIBER: .22 LONG RIFLE

ACTION TYPE: BLOWBACK-OPERATED, 
SEMI-AUTOMATIC RIMFIRE PISTOL

FRAME: NICKEL-PLATED, DIE-CAST METAL

BARREL: 3¾" STEEL

RIFLING: SIX-GROOVE, 1:10" RH TWIST

MAGAZINE: 10-ROUND-CAPACITY 
DETACHABLE STAINLESS STEEL BOX

SIGHTS: FIXED POST FRONT; WINDAGE 
ADJUSTABLE NOTCH REAR

TRIGGER: DOUBLE-ACTION, 14-LB., 2-OZ. 
PULL; SINGLE-ACTION 3-LB., 8-OZ. PULL

OVERALL LENGTH: 61⁄4"
WIDTH: 11⁄8"
HEIGHT: 47⁄8" (WITH MAGAZINE) 
WEIGHT: 23.2 OZS. (WITH EMPTY 

10-ROUND MAGAZINE)
ACCESSORIES: OWNER’S MANUAL, LOCK, 

PLASTIC CARRY CASE

SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE: $429, 
NICKEL-PLATED (TESTED); $399, BLUE

WALTHER PPK/S .22: SHOOTING RESULTS (25 YDS.)
.22 LONG RIFLE
CARTRIDGE

VEL. @ 15'
(F.P.S.)

ENERGY
(FT.-LBS.)

GROUP SIZE IN INCHES
SMALLEST   LARGEST   AVERAGE

CCI NO. 0045 
40-GR. CPRN 

924 AVG.
18 SD

76 2.26 4.25 3.25

FEDERAL NO. 810 
40-GR. GS HP

895 AVG.
11 SD

71 2.07 4.41 3.30

REMINGTON NO. 
21022 40-GR. SP

848 AVG.
24 SD

64 1.81 4.60 3.41

AVERAGE EXTREME SPREAD 3.32

NOTES: ACCURACY RESULTS BASED ON FIVE CONSECUTIVE, FIVE-SHOT GROUPS AT 25 YDS. 
THE HANDGUN WAS FIRED FROM A SOLID BENCH AND SANDBAGS. VELOCITIES WERE MEASURED 
WITH AN RCBS AMMO MASTER CHRONOGRAPH. TEMPERATURE: 53° F. HUMIDITY: 72%. 
ABBREVIATIONS: CPRN (COPPER-PLATED ROUND NOSE), GS (GAME-SHOK HOLLOW-POINT), SD 
(STANDARD DEVIATION), SP (SOFT POINT).

Walther: A German Success Story
Just in time for Umarex’s 40th anniversary and just after 

Walther’s 125th anniversary, Walther released a two-
volume reference Walther: A German Success Story, 

which is a thorough and entertaining history of the company. 
Written by Manfred Kersten, Ulrich Eichstadt and my friend, 
Dr. David Schiller, and edited by company owners Pfl aumer 
and Wonisch, the lavishly illustrated 808-pp., oversize 9½"x14" 
work chronicles the company founded in 1886 and its guns 
from the fi rst Model 1 all the way up to the PPX pistol intro-
duced this year. Available in German or English, the English 
version is well translated.

The fi rst volume deals with Walther’s earlier rifl es and 
handguns with particular attention paid to the many variants of 
the PPK and the P.38, and ends with the P88. The second volume 
extensively covers the development of the P99 pistol from design 
models, to prototypes to the latest versions commercially offered. 
Also covered are the PK380, PPS and the PPQ. Most of the 
second volume is devoted to “Walther and Sport Shooting 1925-
2012,” starting with the Model 25 and Olympia pistols, with some 
detail on the fi rm’s earlier .22s and air rifl es, but most of Volume 2’s 
pages are devoted to Walther’s competitive arms, right down to 
listing individual competitors at the Olympics and other matches 
that used Walthers or Hammerlis. Suffi ce to say, if it bears the 
Walther name, odds are you will fi nd it in Walther: A German 
Success Story.

—MARK A. KEEFE, IV

Walther: A German Success 
Story costs $129 plus shipping 
and is available from Walther 
Arms, Inc. (Dept. AR), 7700 Chad 
Colley Blvd., Fort Smith, AR 
72916; (479) 242-8500; 
waltherarms.com.

continued on p. 110

Made in Arnsberg, Germany, the 
.22 Long Rifl e PPK/S .22 is made in 
the same plant that manufactures 
many of the Umarex’s airguns, as 
well as other .22s from names such as Beretta, Colt, IWI 
and S&W. Its operation and design follow those of the 
center-fi re PPK, although the use of materials differs. 
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et’s give Winchester an A for persistence, 
or perhaps a double-A, since this has to do 
with shotshells. In what is surely one of the 
most prolonged R&D projects in the annals 

Efforts to develop such capability go way back, 

By providing shotgunners a practical and a� ordable tool for visualizing misses, 
TrAAcker shotshells can help them learn to master lead and hit more birds.

BY JOHN ZENT, EDITORIAL DIRECTOR
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et’s give Winchester an A for persistence, 
or perhaps a double-A, since this has to do 
with shotshells. In what is surely one of the 
most prolonged R&D projects in the annals 

of factory-loaded ammunition, the iconic maker earlier 
this year unveiled the TrAAcker, a new shotshell load-
ing intended as a training aid to help shotgunners 
see exactly where they are missing. The idea is that a 
visual cue will help the shooter correct problems with 
lead—a concept often deemed the most dif� cult in 
mastering the shotgun. 

Efforts to develop such capability go way back, 
probably since the advent of high-power ri� e tracer 
rounds during World War I. In 1918, Winchester 
applied for its � rst patent for a “� ight-marking shot 
shell,” intending to convey the same corrective bene� t 
as luminescent tracers did for military snipers and 
machine-gunners. That effort was followed by a stream 
of would-be solutions containing incendiary compo-
nents, including rounds used to train aerial gunners 
during World War II. This wave of development crested 

in 1966 with Winchester-Western Mark 5 Tracers, a 
plastic-hulled 12-ga. load that incorporated a pea-
sized aluminum bulb containing a pyrotechnic com-
pound ignited by propellant gases. 

By all accounts the Tracer’s bright � are could be 
seen both day and night, but beyond that, questions 
smoldered. There were complaints about the tracer 
element’s inability to stay with the shot string, about 
profuse bore fouling, about short shelf life and about 
price. There were reports of � elds and woods being 
set on � re, even camp� re yarns about birds struck 
with the stuff falling from the sky a� ame. A few years 
prior to the introduction, the June 1963 edition of 
The American Ri� eman issued a � at warning (“Such 
tracer pellets would be dangerous to handle and 
… considerable � re hazard results from the use of 
any tracer ammunition, which is also illegal in some 
areas.”) but then the magazine never uttered a word 
about the actual product. Mark 5 Tracers remained 
in Winchester catalogs for just a few years and were 
defunct by the early 1970s. 

et’s give Winchester an A for persistence, 
or perhaps a double-A, since this has to do 
with shotshells. In what is surely one of the 
most prolonged R&D projects in the annals 

L
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WINCHESTER TRAACKER

everything from neon-coated pellets to colorful dust 
plumes to glow-stick ride-alongs. We were wrong. 

In fact TrAAckers contain the same high-antimony 
lead shot as found in other AA loads, the same propel-
lant charges and, except for color and markings, the 
same hulls. “By design,” explained Winchester’s Greg 
Kosteck, “we created TrAAcker to be almost identi-
cal to regular AAs—the same load specs, same recoil, 
same lead on target. It even feeds on our standard 
production loaders, which helps to make it cost-
effective.” Instead of messing with the recipe that 
makes AAs a respected world standard, Winchester, 
working on a cooperative design with Minnesota shot-
gun innovator Wendell Diller, focused on the load’s 
other component, the wad. You may be guessing—as 
we did—whether it’s a wad that glows. Not quite, 
though that’s closer to the truth. In fact, Winchester did 
experiment with luminous wads, including one made 
from the material used to produce kids’ glow sticks.

Instead, the TrAAcker wad is very like a standard 
AA wad in terms of material, function and design 
except that it incorporates what Winchester calls a 
“shot trap,” essentially a tube measuring 0.625" long 
by 0.435" in diameter, centrally positioned in the cup 
around a solid stem. The shot charge is loaded in and 
around that device, and upon � ring, several pellets 
are trapped. Winchester says that 1/8 oz. of the 11⁄8-oz. 

To maximize wad visibility, Winchester developed 

Luckily, I got to try some of the � rst TrAAckers 

I test-� red the TrAAckers in multiple sessions on 
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Meanwhile, the company’s corresponding AA 
competition line, which utilized similar compression-
formed red plastic casings and was introduced in the 
same time frame, went on to become the world’s most 
popular shotgun ammunition, particularly on trap 
and skeet � elds. But that didn’t stop Winchester from 
revisiting the tracer concept and initiating occasional 
short-lived development efforts. 

Other tracer-type shotshells emerged, mostly from 
custom loaders and often plagued with at least some 
of the same problems that doomed the Winchester-
Western product. While many depended on a pyrotech-
nic element, other attempts centered on shot pellets 
that were re� ective, � uorescent-coated or treated with 
a smoking agent. Yet another novel approach involved 
loading colorful buffer materials intended to produce 
highly visible, comet-like tails. Most recently (2011), a 
high-pro� le, non-incendiary offering came along in the 
Fiocchi Chemical Tracer. Instead of a burning compo-
nent, its visible element relies on creative adaptation of 
the luminous plastic material used in glow-in-the-dark 
novelties. These alternatives have garnered mixed 
reviews at best, and the prices—currently running from 
$2 to $6.50 per round—have been widely panned.

And so when we heard that, after 40 years of off-
and-on development, Winchester was again poised 
to enter the “tracer shotshell” fray, we envisioned 

1.



everything from neon-coated pellets to colorful dust 
plumes to glow-stick ride-alongs. We were wrong. 

In fact TrAAckers contain the same high-antimony 

lant charges and, except for color and markings, the 

Kosteck, “we created TrAAcker to be almost identi-
cal to regular AAs—the same load specs, same recoil, 
same lead on target. It even feeds on our standard 
production loaders, which helps to make it cost-
effective.” Instead of messing with the recipe that 
makes AAs a respected world standard, Winchester, 

gun innovator Wendell Diller, focused on the load’s 
other component, the wad. You may be guessing—as 
we did—whether it’s a wad that glows. Not quite, 

experiment with luminous wads, including one made 
from the material used to produce kids’ glow sticks.

Instead, the TrAAcker wad is very like a standard 
AA wad in terms of material, function and design 
except that it incorporates what Winchester calls a 
“shot trap,” essentially a tube measuring 0.625" long 
by 0.435" in diameter, centrally positioned in the cup 
around a solid stem. The shot charge is loaded in and 
around that device, and upon � ring, several pellets 
are trapped. Winchester says that 1/8 oz. of the 11⁄8

charge of No. 8 shot (about 55 pellets) is typically 
captured, effectively leaving one ounce (414 pellets) 
for delivery in the pattern. Kosteck said, “Retaining 
pellets proved to be a better option than molding bal-
last into the wad or introducing something else that 
would take up payload space.” The extra weight gives 
the � red wad more momentum than normal and that 
allows it to track along with the shot string. In addi-
tion, the designers devised notched, helical petals that 
impart spin as the wad catches the air, and thus allow 
it to stabilize and � y relatively straight. 

To maximize wad visibility, Winchester developed 
a black option to contrast with clear/bright blue sky, 
along with an orange version for cloudy days, dusk or 
against dark backdrops like trees. To prevent confu-
sion, the orange wads are being loaded in matching 
orange hulls and likewise black in dark gray cases. 
Factory packaging is marked accordingly. That should 
make it easy, even in the midst of a clays tourney, to 
load the optimum color. Hunters may have more dif-
� culty depending on how the birds are � ying, however 
in my testing I found that both wads showed up pretty 
well regardless of the background conditions.

Luckily, I got to try some of the � rst TrAAckers 
released by Winchester, and there was a bit of a learn-
ing curve since shotgunners are conditioned to focus 
on the bird and intuitively disregard the wad.

I test-� red the TrAAckers in multiple sessions on 
hand- and machine-thrown clays, with shooters of 
varying experience, with and without coaches. After 
just a handful of shots our coaches were easily able to 

Considering Wads As Projectiles

Afundamental problem dogging most tracer-type 
shotshell attempts is the diffi culty of getting the high-
visibility component, whether incendiary or chemi-

luminescent, to fl y true and remain with the shot string. For 
various reasons, most tracer elements have not been able to 
do so consistently enough to serve as reliable markers.

The TrAAcker wad’s shot trap feature solved how to give it 
suffi cient weight and momentum, and the long, notched petals 
make it spin and fl y on line. Beyond that, we took a closer look 
at this component as a projectile whose true utility depends 
on shot-to-shot consistency.

Upon examining 60 recovered wads we found they 
contained an average of 46.6 grs. of pellets, and since some 
shot can escape as setback dissipates and the wad hits the 
ground, that indicated great uniformity in reaching maximum 
capacity of 52 grs. of trapped lead.

After emptying all the trapped pellets, the wads’ average 
weight was 52.5 grs. The heaviest weighed 58.3 grs. and the 
lightest was 50.9 grs., a 14 percent spread, possibly affected 
by fouling or dirt in addition to manufacturing variances.

For a final observation, we fired 10 shots from a 
weighted benchrest, taking careful aim with a shotgun 

equipped with a red-dot sight. Then we 
tracked the wads’ resting spots and found 
the farthest wad had traveled 56 yds. 
from the muzzle, while the nearest lay 

at 53 yds. All 10 wads fell into a 
circle roughly eight feet in diam-

eter, a result we judged fairly 
good, given the effects of 
wind deflection, etc., on such 
a non-aerodynamic projectile.

—JOHN ZENT 
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observe wad-to-bird positioning and thereby analyze 
errant shots. Soon the spotters could even anticipate 
the outcome by watching the wad “pursue” its target in 
what almost appears like a guided-missile sequence. 
Our test birds maxed out at about 35 yds., and to that 
distance the wads remained in very close and consis-
tent proximity to breaking targets. Though the wads 
lag behind at longer ranges, their � ight paths should 
nonetheless provide a useful indicator, though per-
haps less so on sharply angled shots.

In my limited use, TrAAckers proved both fun and 
informative, clearly answering the “how-did-I-miss” 
questions. I could easily see just how far we were miss-
ing, especially on crossing or dropping birds requir-
ing considerable leads. Most impressive was how it 
helped my son get the hang of breaking a dif� cult, 
over-the-shoulder presentation as is commonly seen 
in 5-stand, not to mention dove � elds and goose pits. 
By the time that bird entered the strike zone it was 
dropping and swerving hard left, and he struggled to 

The key to TrAAcker’s success is found in the wad, which 
is available in black and orange colors for optimal visibil-
ity across a range of conditions and backdrops. An inner 
cup within the shot cup captures 1/8 oz. of shot that, when 
combined with special cuts in the petals, enables the 
wad to track true with the pattern, thus allowing both the 
shooter and onlookers to see the pattern’s relation to the 
target. If needed, the lead can then be adjusted.

2.
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winchester traacker

find the correct lead. The wad made it easy for me to track the wayward 
shots, and while I could call those misses, that alone didn’t solve the 
glitch. The breakthrough came when the young man reviewed his shots 
on video, which we did right there in the field on the camera’s display. 
After seeing the error with his own eyes, he quickly adjusted and was 
soon grinding that dirty bird. Based on that, I bet others will also find it 
very useful to pair TrAAckers with video review.

Moreover, it seems to me that the greatest benefit will come from 
working in tandem with a coach or partner (or videocam mounted 
strategically on a tripod), and Winchester obviously agrees, pointedly 
calling the loading a “training tool” rather than an everyday load in news 
releases and on the company website. If a shooter makes the effort, he 
or she can indeed see the wad and watch it in relation to the target, and 
though I wouldn’t discount the potential value, I’m avoiding that practice 
and have coached my sons to do so too, because I know our focus needs 
to be locked in on the bird and our muzzles. 

Clearly TrAAcker ammo can eliminate some of the coaching guess-
work and will be welcomed. “You’ve given the world something that’s 
taken me 30 years and 2 million rounds to develop,” wrote Richard Rhode, 
father of five-time Olympic medalist Kim Rhode, in a letter to Winchester. 
Even so, certain instructors will shun the new load for fear of distraction 
or over-complication. And it’s true that revealing where the shooter is 
missing does not, in itself, correct problems with mount, footwork, cheek 
weld, swing and flinching. And so as a coaching tool, it will serve as a 
useful part of the puzzle, though certainly not a cure-all. 

Another camp will contend they can always see shot strings just fine 
without any aid, so why bother? But not all of us have that ability, as is plainly 
demonstrated by the century-long demand for a product like this. Beyond 
the obvious benefit for teaching new recruits, old hands may also get on 
board. Shooters struggling with a nemesis station can now see and work on 
correcting their inaccuracies. I’m hoping that using TrAAcker in conjunction 
with a willing partner can help to banish those frustrating Jekyll-and-Hyde 
days when I’m cleaning some stations but just can’t figure out others. 

For the present, TrAAckers come only in 12-gauge, 2.75-dram equivalent 
loadings with 11⁄8-oz. charges of No. 71/2s or 8s. While there are no definite 
plans for a 20 gauge or other line extensions just yet, Winchester folks say 
that possibility certainly exists. 

Apart from its insightful perfor-
mance, this system is darn ingenious 
because it required nothing more 
than a new wad. And we can all 
appreciate that at the ammo coun-
ter, paying about $1.25 more per 
box than standard AA shells. For the 
prospect of learning how to break 
more clays and put more birds in the 
game bag, we expect that’s a price 
many new and veteran shotgunners 
will be willing to pay.

Among Winchester’s first attempts 
at a visual reference for shotgun-

ners was Tracer shotshells in 1966. 
In use, the pyrotechnic element 

didn’t always fly with the shot 
string and sometimes caused fires, 

and thus the line was short-lived.
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find the correct lead. The wad made it easy for me to track the wayward 
shots, and while I could call those misses, that alone didn’t solve the 
glitch. The breakthrough came when the young man reviewed his shots 
on video, which we did right there in the field on the camera’s display. 
After seeing the error with his own eyes, he quickly adjusted and was 
soon grinding that dirty bird. Based on that, I bet others will also find it 
very useful to pair TrAAckers with video review.

Moreover, it seems to me that the greatest benefit will come from 
working in tandem with a coach or partner (or videocam mounted 
strategically on a tripod), and Winchester obviously agrees, pointedly 

releases and on the company website. If a shooter makes the effort, he 
or she can indeed see the wad and watch it in relation to the target, and 
though I wouldn’t discount the potential value, I’m avoiding that practice 
and have coached my sons to do so too, because I know our focus needs 
to be locked in on the bird and our muzzles. 

Clearly TrAAcker ammo can eliminate some of the coaching guess-
work and will be welcomed. “You’ve given the world something that’s 

Even so, certain instructors will shun the new load for fear of distraction 
or over-complication. And it’s true that revealing where the shooter is 
missing does not, in itself, correct problems with mount, footwork, cheek 
weld, swing and flinching. And so as a coaching tool, it will serve as a 
useful part of the puzzle, though certainly not a cure-all. 

Another camp will contend they can always see shot strings just fine 

demonstrated by the century-long demand for a product like this. Beyond 
the obvious benefit for teaching new recruits, old hands may also get on 
board. Shooters struggling with a nemesis station can now see and work on 

with a willing partner can help to banish those frustrating Jekyll-and-Hyde 
days when I’m cleaning some stations but just can’t figure out others. 

For the present, TrAAckers come only in 12-gauge, 2.75-dram equivalent 
loadings with 11⁄8-oz. charges of No. 71/2s or 8s. While there are no definite 
plans for a 20 gauge or other line extensions just yet, Winchester folks say 
that possibility certainly exists. 

Apart from its insightful perfor-
mance, this system is darn ingenious 
because it required nothing more 
than a new wad. And we can all 
appreciate that at the ammo coun-
ter, paying about $1.25 more per 
box than standard AA shells. For the 
prospect of learning how to break 
more clays and put more birds in the 
game bag, we expect that’s a price 
many new and veteran shotgunners 
will be willing to pay.
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n 1896, Fabrique Nationale faced its largest chal-
lenge since incorporating in 1889. What appeared 
to be a hostile takeover bid, actually resulted in 
diversification that saved the company. Established 
to build Mauser rifles for the Belgian government, 

Deutsche Waffen- und 
—the German Mauser company. Legal 

The FN plant lay idle, and Belgian management 

Liège, where FN is located, had been an armsmaking 

In 1903, FN introduced the Browning Auto-5 shot-

By ANthoNy VANderliNdeN
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n 1896, Fabrique Nationale faced its largest chal-
lenge since incorporating in 1889. What appeared 
to be a hostile takeover bid, actually resulted in 
diversi� cation that saved the company. Established 
to build Mauser ri� es for the Belgian government, 

FN’s competition in the global market for Mauser ri� e 
sales upset the monopoly held by Deutsche Waffen- und 
Munitionsfabriken—the German Mauser company. Legal 
battles ensued, and, in the end, the Germans bought a 
majority of FN’s shares in order to halt the export of FN-
manufactured Mauser ri� es around the world. 

The FN plant lay idle, and Belgian management 
scrambled to � nd pro� table product lines free of 
Mauser’s trade restrictions—one option being the 
manufacture of bicycles. Fortunately, about that time 
John Browning met FN’s sales manager in Hartford, 
Conn., and FN’s product line expanded considerably, 
eventually including bicycles, Browning pistols, parts 
for rim� re sporting ri� es, side-by-side shotguns, auto-
mobiles and motorcycles. 

Liège, where FN is located, had been an armsmaking 
hub for centuries. In the late 19th century most Liège 
gunmakers were small, often family enterprises, and 
a large percentage of � rearms from the area were 
made and � nished by hand. These cottage-industry 
gunsmiths often purchased parts too elaborate or 
labor intensive to create by hand. Fabrique Nationale 
was able to provide high-quality parts at extremely 
competitive prices due to its extensive use of produc-
tion line techniques and the factory’s tooling, and that 
experience was to provide a basis for future product 
lines. For example, FN’s side-by-side shotgun produc-
tion developed from late 19th century parts contracts.

In 1903, FN introduced the Browning Auto-5 shot-
gun. It, like other FN products was marketed through 
a global network of representatives FN designated as 
“agents.” Agents, sometimes dispatched from Belgium, 
were charged with establishing retail and wholesale 

operations to sell FN products around the world. They 
were also a key source of market intelligence, report-
ing product demand to which FN could respond. The 
FN side-by-side shotgun line arose from agent reports 
of sales lost when customers wanted more traditional 
shotguns, rather than the then-revolutionary Auto-5. In 
response, FN started producing complete side-by-side 
shotguns shortly after the introduction of the Brown-
ing Auto-5. Distribution of side-by-sides was limited to 
those customers who requested them. 

Initial production included sidelocks and boxlocks 
with Anson & Deeley-type actions. The boxlock was 
known as Fusil Anson (Anson gun) and the sidelock as 
Fusil a platinnes (gun with sideplates), and both were 
made to the same high standards as other FN products. 
Fabrique Nationale’s facility and manufacturing tech-
niques allowed for the production of high-quality guns 
at a lower cost than could be provided by competitors. 
The side-by-side shotguns were offered in a number of 
grades. A customer could order options and embellish-
ments such as special engraving. Engraving patterns, 
known as “types,” were standardized by 1910, and 
depending on the gun, several types were available for 
purchase. Although sold as premium upgrades, those 
guns were not as elaborately engraved as those sold by 
the custom shotgun makers of the same period.

The majority of FN’s side-by-sides were � eld-grade 
guns and had simple engraving on the lock and screws. 
The � rm’s marketing approach was to � ll a niche, not 
to compete with custom shotgun makers. That, coupled 
with a focus on more advanced designs (e.g., the Auto-5), 
resulted in relatively modest sales.

Commercial production at FN restarted after World 
War I. Local European market demographics featured 
many older and more traditional hunters who favored 
hammer shotguns, and the company was asked if it could 
supply an old-fashioned side-by-side gun with exposed 
hammers. (These guns remained popular in Europe, and 

Best known for producing the John Browning-designed Auto-5 semi-automatic and Superposed 
over-under shotguns, Belgium’s Fabrique Nationale also made side-by-side double guns. And they 
had nothing to do with John Browning.

BY ANTHONY VANDERLINDEN

Filling A Niche

Fabrique Nationale side-by-sides include (top to bottom) a Model 1930 boxlock, a sidelock, a “Lefaucheux” hammer gun 
and (broken down) a pre-1930 boxlock. At the top are various FN shotgun manufacturing tools along with a Liège proof 
house certifi cate and 1914 and 1930 brochures. At the bottom are pre-war FN shells, a company catalog and a brochure. 

I

FN’s Early Side-By-Sides

Photos by author
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many manufacturers produced them well into the 1940s; 
some are produced today.) Hammer guns were favored 
for safety reasons: Hunters walked with the chambers 
loaded, only cocking the hammers when game was spot-
ted. The FN employees referred to the hammer guns as 
“Lefaucheux shotguns,” as they reminded them of old 
pin� re designs. Although the terminology was incorrect, 
the gun was known as such internally. 

Despite the apparent demand, sales of both sidelock 
and boxlock guns remained low, and, too, the request for 
a hammer gun translated to limited sales. The company 
agreed to supply a hammer gun, but FN outsourced 
parts manufacture. Depending on production date, ham-
mer guns can be found with either Belgian or German 
actions or barrels. Fabrique Nationale hammer guns are 
marked “Mécanise par la Fabrique Nationale d’Armes 
de Guerre”—which translates to “Mechanized by the 
National War Weapons Factory.” This indicates that the 
parts were assembled, � tted and � nished at FN but origi-
nated from an outside vendor. Hammer guns tradition-
ally have a plain black buttplate instead of the traditional 
horn FN buttplate, indicating that the furniture may also 
have been outsourced. Hammer guns were color-case-
hardened, and they were the only FN guns of the period 
with such a � nish; a clue that these guns were most likely 
� nished outside of FN. Only 2,191 FN hammer guns were 
sold, making them extremely rare. 

FN side-by-sides were offered throughout Europe 
with the exception of France (protectionist French law 
prohibited importation of FN’s side-by-side shotguns). 
The sidelock hammerless gun sold for about 10 per-
cent less than the Anson boxlock. Both models were 
available in 12 or 16 gauge, with or without ejectors, 
and were offered with the option of either an English 
straight stock or a pistol-grip stock (often referred to 
as a German stock). Barrel lengths were either 28" or 
30". Agents used FN’s internal name codes for speci� c 
con� gurations. For example, a boxlock shotgun with 
28" barrels and pistol grip stock was coded “Spinoze.” 
Name variances for con� gurations varied among 
likewise code names like: Spinrok, Spinstoel, Spintone, 
Spinloon, Spinulius, Spinach, Spinazie, etc. The code 
names were often made-up terms or simply words 
taken from a foreign language. They served to avoid 
mistakes and con� rm the ordered con� guration. Cus-
tom work and other accessories were available at the 
customer’s request, but FN did not provide hard cases 
as standard accessories. Some may have been spe-
cial-ordered, but the habit of supplying travel cases 

with maker labels is characteristically British and is 
usually not associated with continental makers. 

Production was intermittent throughout the years 
due to low sales. Some boxlock actions were pur-
chased from local manufacturers as it was often more 
economical to outsource a part than to tool up to 
produce a small batch of parts. In 1930, FN introduced 
the Model 1930 Sidelock and Model 1930/New Anson 

While FN was not in the habit of marking guns 

Albrecht Kind aus Hunstig). AKAH 

After John Browning’s death in 1926, the Browning 

Production of all sporting arms was halted during 

Fabrique Nationale sold 32,225 boxlocks, 15,572 

None of the early FN-made side-by-sides were 

Lack of information has had an in� uence on the 

FN side-by-side assembly 
and fi tting circa 1905.

1.

2.

3.

4.

EARLY FN SIDE-BY-SIDES

Markings on FN side-by-sides included: elegant hand-
engraved company information applied to custom 
guns and small production batches (1.); the “Mécanise” 
marking on an FN exposed-hammer gun (2.); roll-
engraved factory information on a barrel rib as applied 
on larger production runs, especially after 1930 (3.); 
and factory information on the sideplate of sidelock 
shotguns—a marking that appears consistently on side-
lock shotguns throughout production (4.).
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with maker labels is characteristically British and is 
usually not associated with continental makers. 

Production was intermittent throughout the years 
due to low sales. Some boxlock actions were pur-
chased from local manufacturers as it was often more 
economical to outsource a part than to tool up to 

(boxlock). They incorporated more modern and cost 
effective manufacturing techniques but also improve-
ments such as 2¾" chambers, stronger barrels and 
actions tested to higher pressures. 

While FN was not in the habit of marking guns 
under retailers’ names, an exception was made for 
the German retailer Albrecht Kind, which had sold FN 
products throughout Germany since the 19th century. 
These shotguns were sold under Kind’s house brand 
and marked AKAH (Albrecht Kind aus Hunstig). AKAH 
guns are easily spotted as they are identical to stan-
dard FN production guns and carry the retailer name 
with Belgian proofs but lack any FN designation.

After John Browning’s death in 1926, the Browning 
Arms Co. sought to expand its product line and name 
recognition. Fabrique Nationale’s cooperation with 
Browning on those efforts is indicated by the existence 
of a high-grade FN side-by-side made in 1930 and 
marked with the Browning Arms Co. name bearing serial 
number 1001. This gun was most likely manufactured as 
a sales sample in hopes of selling side-by-side shot-
guns to the Browning Arms Co. Introducing Browning 
marked side-by-side shotguns to the American market 
had signi� cant sales potential, but Browning declined, 
and the engraved sample gun was ultimately sold to FN’s 
London agent, Louis Lepersonne. In later years American 
collectors incorrectly believed that this gun was the � rst 
side-by-side produced and was designed with Browning 
in� uence or under the supervision of Val Browning. 

Production of all sporting arms was halted during 
the German occupation of the factory during World 
War II. After the liberation, some sporting guns like 
the Browning Superposed and Auto-5 were assembled 
on special request by visiting American soldiers, and 
they were assembled from prewar parts still in inven-
tory. Production of sporting guns resumed in 1946 and 
included the sidelock. The boxlock was re-introduced 
in the 1947-1948 timeframe. 

Fabrique Nationale sold 32,225 boxlocks, 15,572 
sidelocks and 2,191 hammer guns in the pre-war era. 
Post-war sales were sparse, with only 4,002 boxlocks 
and 3,702 sidelocks sold up until 1956. In comparison, 
FN produced more than 700,000 Auto-5 shotguns in 
the same 1946 to 1955 period, and side-by-side sales 
were less than one percent of those of the Auto-5. 

None of the early FN-made side-by-sides were 
imported into the United States, and shotguns such as 
the Browning BSS were introduced in the 1970s, but 
they were primarily manufactured by Miroku in Japan. 

Lack of information has had an in� uence on the 
collectability of the early FN shotguns, as they are 
uncommon in the United States and are usually valued 
only as curiosities. Collectors praise the quality, but a 
lack of high-grade guns limits interest with high-end 
collectors. Some � eld-grade guns were engraved long 
after leaving the factory, but they can easily be identi-
� ed by looking at the factory engraving on the screws, 

The Fabrique Nationale sidelock remained cos-
metically unchanged throughout production with 
the Model 1930 sidelock incorporating mechanical 
improvements (1.). The pre-1930 FN boxlock displayed 
a number of elegant touches (2.). The Model 1930 
boxlock was not quite as visually appealing as its pre-
decessor (3.). A Fabrique Nationale hammer gun from 
the 1920s displays attractive case coloring and a more 
ornate engraving style (4.).

1.

2.

3.

4.

which rarely matches the engraving on the rest of the 
gun. Factory-engraved shotguns have uniform pat-
terns and engraving themes throughout the gun. 

Collectability and values of standard � eld grade 
guns is determined by overall condition, but also by the 
presence and condition of the original horn buttplate. 
Any modi� cation or replacement of the buttplate will 
result in a signi� cant loss of collector value. 

Special thanks to Adam Firestone for his contribu-
tions to this article.

Markings on FN side-by-sides included: elegant hand-
engraved company information applied to custom 
guns and small production batches (1.)
marking on an FN exposed-hammer gun (2.); roll-

on larger production runs, especially after 1930 (3.); 
and factory information on the sideplate of sidelock 

lock shotguns throughout production (4.).
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here’s a great old story of a Texas Ranger at 
a fancy social event. A matron, noting the 
cocked-and-locked .45 on his hip, asked, “Are 
you expecting trouble?” His reported reply, “No 
ma’am. If I was, I would have brought my ri� e.”

I think this pretty well re� ects the feelings 

A History Of The FBI’s Long Arms

BY BILL VANDERPOOL

A History Of The FBI’s Long Arms“Bring 
   Enough
   Gun”
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here’s a great old story of a Texas Ranger at 
a fancy social event. A matron, noting the 
cocked-and-locked .45 on his hip, asked, “Are 
you expecting trouble?” His reported reply, “No 
ma’am. If I was, I would have brought my ri� e.”

I think this pretty well re� ects the feelings 

of most law enforcement of� cers. A handgun is 
handy, but limited in power, accuracy, and range. 
As a 31-year badge carrier, I certainly share this 
opinion. Working one of the “heavy” squads at 
the FBI’s Washington Field Of� ce, the Remington 
Model 870 was my frequent companion.

A History Of The FBI’s Long Arms
The sight of a G-Man with a Thompson is one of the most iconic images of the FBI. But the 
Bureau has issued its agents many other long guns, ranging from pump-action Remingtons to 
Rock River M4s. 

BY BILL VANDERPOOL

T

Photos courtesy of the Federal Bureau of Investigation

FBI agents weren’t allowed to carry fi rearms until 1934. Here a 
group of agents in the late 1930s pose for the camera with long 

guns recommended by legendary G-Man T. Frank Baughman.
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FBI LONG GUNS

The need for additional � re-
power was recognized early on in 
the Bureau. Even before the of� cial 
blessing of Congress for agents to 
carry � rearms in 1934, steps were 
being taken to obtain shotguns, 
ri� es, submachine guns and even 
tear gas guns. In a 1933 memo to 
Director J. Edgar Hoover, shortly 
after the Kansas City Massacre 
on June 17, 1933, several Midwest 
supervisors wrote of the critical 
need for additional � repower for 
their agents. Hoover acted quickly, 
calling on his � rearm experts to 
determine what was required. A 
three-man committee—including 
well-known � rearms instructor and 
shooter T. Frank Baughman—recom-
mended that, in addition to the .38 
Spl. Colt Police Positive revolver, the Spring� eld ri� e, in 
.30-’06 Sprg., a 12-ga. “automatic” shotgun with cyl-
inder bore and 20" barrel, and the Thompson subma-
chine gun be acquired.

Five Thompsons were “borrowed” from Federal 
Laboratories in Pittsburgh. Purchase orders for 20 
more went out shortly after and eventually the Bureau 
purchased or otherwise acquired from military stocks, 
more than 800 Thompsons. Almost all of these guns 
were Model 1921 “overstrikes,” converted to the 
slower and more controllable rate of 600 rounds per 
minute as Model 1928s. Most were � tted with vertical 
fore-grips and Cutts compensators. Later, hard carry-
ing cases were designed and purchased. 

Memos dated May 1935 included drawings and 
measurements for a proposed case for the Thomp-
sons. The Kansas City Trunk Co. was suggested as the 

manufacturer at a cost of $7.18 each, but a request for 
bid also went to the Virgil Weeks Trunk Co., also in 
Kansas City, Mo. Records do not indicate which one 
received the initial order of 55 cases. These cases held 
the Thompson, four 20-round stick magazines, one 
50-round drum magazine, a cleaning rod and a spare 
parts kit. The cases and accessories are very desir-
able collector’s items today.

The committee recommended “automatic” shot-
guns, and a memo dated June 30, 1933, ordered the 
purchase of 21 “Automatic Shot Guns, 12 Gauge, either 
Remington or Winchester, Cylinder Bore, 20" Barrel, 
to be � red with Buckshot Shell.” The quantity would 
allow one shotgun per of� ce, excepting Honolulu. A 
July 14 memo stated the shotguns would be shipped to 
each of� ce from Bridgeport, Conn., indicating Rem-
ingtons were purchased. Early photos of FBI � rearm 
training show agents shooting pump shotguns, most 
likely Remington Model 31s. Some of those had long 
barrels rather than the 20" barrels recommended. 
But one undated photo shows an agent holding what 
appears to be a Remington Model 11 with the shorter 
barrel. Recently, I asked Walter Walsh, a Special Agent 
who joined the FBI in 1934, if he recalled any semi-
automatic shotguns. He said he only remembered the 
slide-action type. A hard carrying case, similar to the 
one for the Thompson, was designed and built for the 
Model 31 shotgun.

Baughman’s committee also requested 21 “Spring-
� eld Sporter Ri� es, N.R.A. type, 30-06 calibre, with 
20 inch barrels.” The .30-’06 ri� es were purchased 
in several models, including the Model 1903 Spring-

Today the FBI uses semi-automatic M4s made by Rock 
River Arms. In training agents use iron sights, but in 
the fi eld the 5.56x45 mm carbines are equipped with 
EOTech optics and SureFire M73s.
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manufacturer at a cost of $7.18 each, but a request for 
bid also went to the Virgil Weeks Trunk Co., also in 
Kansas City, Mo. Records do not indicate which one 

the Thompson, four 20-round stick magazines, one 
50-round drum magazine, a cleaning rod and a spare 
parts kit. The cases and accessories are very desir-
able collector’s items today.

The committee recommended “automatic” shot-
guns, and a memo dated June 30, 1933, ordered the 

Remington or Winchester, Cylinder Bore, 20" Barrel, 
to be fired with Buckshot Shell.” The quantity would 
allow one shotgun per office, excepting Honolulu. A 

each office from Bridgeport, Conn., indicating Rem-
ingtons were purchased. Early photos of FBI firearm 
training show agents shooting pump shotguns, most 
likely Remington Model 31s. Some of those had long 
barrels rather than the 20" barrels recommended. 
But one undated photo shows an agent holding what 
appears to be a Remington Model 11 with the shorter 

who joined the FBI in 1934, if he recalled any semi-
automatic shotguns. He said he only remembered the 
slide-action type. A hard carrying case, similar to the 
one for the Thompson, was designed and built for the 
Model 31 shotgun.

Baughman’s committee also requested 21 “Spring
field Sporter Rifles, N.R.A. type, 30-06 calibre, with 
20 inch barrels.” The .30-’06 rifles were purchased 
in several models, including the Model 1903 Spring-

Today the FBI uses semi-automatic M4s made by Rock 
River Arms. In training agents use iron sights, but in 
the field the 5.56x45 mm carbines are equipped with 
EOTech optics and SureFire M73s.
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The FBI still uses the 870. The present version has 

Around 1971, FBI headquarters ordered the destruc-

� eld, the NRA Sporter model with 
receiver sight and the Reming-
ton Model 30-S were eventually 
purchased and used. In addition 
to the bolt guns, the Winchester 
Model 1907 in .351 Winchester 
Self-Loading (WSL) and the Rem-
ington Model 81 in both .30 and 
.35 Rem. were acquired.

Although the Colt Monitor, the 
civilian version of the Browning 
Automatic Ri� e, was not initially 
recommended, by 1935 several 
were purchased for � eld use. By 
then, several period gangsters 
were using BARs, usually stolen 
from National Guard armories. 
“Rusty” Gibson had one in Chicago 
in 1935 when Walter Walsh shot and 
killed him with an issue Winchester 
.351 WSL.

The Remington Model 31 was 
introduced in 1931. It was adopted 
by the Bureau around 1935. It was 
still around in limited numbers 
when I entered duty in late 1973, 
but the Model 870 was already in 
widespread use in the Bureau and 
the 31s were shortly phased out. I 
remember that the 31 was a bear 
to disassemble and reassemble 
for cleaning. The 870, on the 
other hand, was very easy to take 
apart and the double action bars 
afforded extra strength. The FBI 
developed a modi� cation to pre-
vent jams if a shell being loaded 
into the magazine was allowed to 
slip under the shell lifter. I believe 

FBI LONG GUNS
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1934 
MODEL 1928 THOMPSON 

SUBMACHINE GUN, .45 ACP

1941
REMINGTON MODEL 81,

.30 REM.

1969
REMINGTON MODEL 760, 

.308 WIN.

1969
REMINGTON MODEL 870 

12 GAUGE

1976
COLT M16A1

5.56X45 MM NATO

.35 Rem. were acquired.

civilian version of the Browning 
Automatic Ri� e, was not initially 
recommended, by 1935 several 
were purchased for � eld use. By 
then, several period gangsters 
were using BARs, usually stolen 
from National Guard armories. 
“Rusty” Gibson had one in Chicago 
in 1935 when Walter Walsh shot and 
killed him with an issue Winchester 
.351 WSL.

1936
REMINGTON MODEL 30-S, 

.30-’06 SPRG.

1938
REMINGTON MODEL 31,

12 GAUGE

REMINGTON MODEL 30-S, 
.30-’06 SPRG.’06 SPRG.’

1937
WINCHESTER MODEL 1907 SELFLOADER, 

.351 WSL

SUBMACHINE GUN, .45 ACPSUBMACHINE GUN, .45 ACP

1935
COLT MONITOR, .30-’06 SPRG.
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Remington adopted that modi� cation for all its sub-
sequent 870s. The Bureau has used the 870 in several 
con� gurations, including both 14" and 20" barrels. A 
stop plate was designed and built at the FBI Academy 
Gun Vault to � t under the magazine cap of the 14" 
version, so the shooter’s hand couldn’t slip in front of 
the muzzle. Making this plate at the gun vault was time 
consuming and, � nally, they were acquired from Sage 
Int’l, which still sells them today.

The FBI still uses the 870. The present version has 
a matte-black � nish, composite stock and most are 3" 
magnums. Neither folding stocks nor extended maga-
zines are used. Youth stocks are put on some models 
used by slight-statured agents. Most of the guns have 
14" barrels, and some are being retro� tted with recoil-
absorbing stocks, SureFire fore-ends with lights and 
a shell holder on the left side. Although the guns are 
3" magnums, the issue round is the 2¾", 00 buck with 
nine pellets.

Around 1971, FBI headquarters ordered the destruc-
tion of the majority of the Thompsons in the � eld. The 
various � eld of� ces were allowed to keep a small num-
ber for tours and shooting demonstrations, and a few 
were kept at Quantico for use on the popular FBI Tours 
in Washington, D.C. This destruction order was found 
to be premature, as there was no of� cial replacement 
designated. The Bureau was then without operational 
submachine guns. The shortage caused a scramble for 
temporary replacements, and a number of substitutes 
were acquired. A large number of M3 and M3A1 “grease 
guns” were picked up from the military and many were 
retro� tted at the Quantico Gun Vault with thumb safeties. 
They were, of course, in .45 ACP, but I recall one arriving 
in 9 mm Luger. The gun vault already had one in .45 ACP 

receiver sight and the Reming-
ton Model 30-S were eventually 
purchased and used. In addition 
to the bolt guns, the Winchester 
Model 1907 in .351 Winchester 
Self-Loading (WSL) and the Rem-
ington Model 81 in both .30 and 
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civilian version of the Browning 
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then, several period gangsters 
were using BARs, usually stolen 
from National Guard armories. 

.351 WSL.
The Remington Model 31 was 
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still around in limited numbers 
when I entered duty in late 1973, 
but the Model 870 was already in 
widespread use in the Bureau and 
the 31s were shortly phased out. I 
remember that the 31 was a bear 
to disassemble and reassemble 
for cleaning. The 870, on the 
other hand, was very easy to take 
apart and the double action bars 
afforded extra strength. The FBI 
developed a modi� cation to pre-
vent jams if a shell being loaded 
into the magazine was allowed to 
slip under the shell lifter. I believe 

in 9 mm Luger. The gun vault already had one in .45 ACP 

3" magnums, the issue round is the 2¾", 00 buck with 

Around 1971, FBI headquarters ordered the destruc-

1998
COLT M4, 

14½" BARREL,
5.56X45 MM NATO

1976
COLT M16A1 CARBINE,

14½" BARREL,
5.56X45 MM NATO

1986
HECKLER & KOCH  
MP5 SF 
9 MM LUGER

1994
HECKLER & KOCH 

MP5/10
10 MM AUTO

This late 1930s photo taken at 
Quantico, Va., clearly shows FBI 
agents armed with variations of 
the M1903 Springfi eld, Thompsons, 
shotguns and Colt Monitors.

continued on p. 115

in its collection with a curved barrel for use by tankers. 
Several MAC 10s in .45 ACP were also picked up. I know, 
as I had an interesting experience with one.

As a SWAT team sniper at the Washington Field 
Of� ce, I wasn’t expected to do much room clearing, but 
early one morning in 1979, I was called into the boss’s 
of� ce. Two of us, the only team members around that 
early, were to be driven to a mansion in the District, 
assure it was clear and hold it until late that night when 
other team members arrived. The Special Agent in 
Charge (SAC) stated that no M16s were to be carried. At 
that time, it was thought that their penetration and range 
was too dangerous for urban use, and this mansion was 
in a rather upscale neighborhood. As my sniper ri� e 
wasn’t much good for room clearing, I was handed a 
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FEATURE   SPRINGFIELD’S 9 MM LUGER XD-S
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FEATURE   SPRINGFIELDFEATURE   SPRINGFIELD’S 9 MM LUGER XD-S

Two rounds of Hornady 147-gr. XTP 9 mm Luger, shown 
here with Springfi eld's newest XD-S, which is in that 
chambering, represent the number of extra shots the 
gun's standard magazine holds compared to that of its 
groundbreaking .45 ACP-chambered sibling.  
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Springfi eld’s 
9 mm Luger XD-S
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Springfi eld’s 
9 mm Luger XD-S

RECOIL MANAGEMENT: 

With the subcompact, single-stack .45 ACP Springfi eld XD-S 
pistol introduced last year taking awards and fl ying o�  shelves, 
why introduce a 9 mm Luger? In a word, recoil. 

BY MARK A. KEEFE, IV, EDITOR IN CHIEF

he � rst gun in 
Spring� eld’s XD series 
with a single-stack 
magazine—and cham-
bered in .45 ACP—the 
Spring� eld XD-S 
(January 2013, p. 50) 

notched the 2013 American Ri� eman 
Golden Bullseye Award for Handgun 
of the Year. The editors felt the gun’s 
.45 ACP chambering set the XD-S 
.45 apart from its contemporaries 
among the past year’s bumper crop 
of new striker-� red, polymer-frame, 
short, thin pistols designed for 
discreet carry. The size and width 
of the gun were similar to others, 
but the XD-S delivered the punch 
of the .45 ACP cartridge. In his 
article “Small Wonder: Spring� eld’s 
XD-S” (January 2013, p. 50), Senior 
Executive Editor Brian C. Sheetz 
hinted that “those who � nd its other 
attributes enough to recommend 
it will be pleased to know that 
Spring� eld has plans to produce the 
pistol ‘in other popular calibers.’” 

We knew demand was high and 
were prepared to wait awhile for 
the next gun in the line to emerge. 
So imagine my surprise when 
Spring� eld Armory’s competitive 
shooter, Rob Leatham, handed me an 
XD-S in 9 mm Luger as the � rst gun 
I � red at a very chilly range day in 
January. Welcome to “other popular 

calibers.” Not only does it look 
identical—you’ll need to put your 
reading glasses on to see the sub-
dued inscription on the slide’s left 
or the chambering stamped on the 
barrel’s rear—but its size and weight 
are pretty much the same.

Leatham explained “With the 
9 mm, every dimension’s the same. 
The barrel length, the slide length, 
the width, the heights of everything, 
and the barrel’s outer diameter is the 
same. Of course the hole in the 
9 mm is smaller, so there’s more 
metal in the barrel’s wall. The nine 
actually weighs fractionally more that 
the .45 does, until you load them.” 

Height for the XD-S in 9 mm Luger 
is 4.41", the frame is 0.975" across—
with the widest point being 1.09" at 
the takedown lever—and the gun is 
6.34" long with its 3.3" barrel. Even 
the opening for the barrel in the 
side’s front is within a thousandth. 
Outer barrel diameter is 0.862" for 
both guns, but because of the bore 
diameter barrel thickness is 0.31" 
vs. 0.14". Comparing weights of the 
two guns, unloaded, the .45 comes 
in at 21.6 ozs, while the 9 mm is 22.5 
ozs.—a difference of 0.9 oz. When 
loaded with � ve 230-gr., .45 ACP 
cartridges, the .45 weighs 25.4 ozs., 
and the 9 mm with seven 124-gr. 
cartridges weighed 25.6 ozs. 

continued on p. 106



f you were raised in the 1950s, ’60s, or ’70s, 
it’s a good bet your childhood was quite 
different from those of kids today. We drove 
without car seats or even seatbelts, bikes 
were ridden without helmets, and lead 
paint was used to brighten our lives. And, if 

you grew up in a hunting and shooting family like I 
did, having guns around was just as natural as hav-
ing kitchen knives, cleaning chemicals, and power 
tools in the home.

Much as with other potentially dangerous 
objects found in our household, my siblings and I 
were raised to follow a strict “Don’t Touch” policy. 
Don’t touch the hot stove, don’t touch the paint 
thinner and don’t touch the guns. The “Don’t Touch” 
policy that worked for us, may not work for you and 
your family. 

The right safe storage solution for everyone is 
different. Whichever method you choose, it must 
provide an adequate level of protection to prevent 
unauthorized persons from accessing the � rearms. 
The determination of what is “adequate protection” 
is a matter of judgment on the part of the individual 
gun owner.

So which safe gun-storage system is the best 
one for your personal needs? It depends on 
what guns you own, your living situation, and 
how much money you can afford to invest. A 
collector will be looking for increased storage 
capacity. Competitors may need portability for 
travel to shooting events. Those who keep � re-
arms for home defense will be concerned about 
speed of access. With so many missions for 
� rearms to ful� ll, it’s helpful to take a step back 
and understand what the various kinds of safe 
storage devices can—and can’t—do. 

The devices available today are designed 
to provide one or more of the following impor-
tant storage functions: First, they can prevent 
unauthorized operation of the � rearm. Next, 
some devices will protect a � rearm from physi-
cal damage, which also protects the value of the 
gun. Finally, some devices can act as deterrence 
against theft. However, as with other forms of 
technology, the more features a safe storage 
system provides, the more it tends to cost. The 
following is a walkthrough of some of the more 
common storage options available.

From simple trigger locks to instantly accessible lock-boxes to safes that literally weigh a 
ton, safe gun storage options abound. Here’s how to fi nd out which one is right for you.
  

BY B. GIL HORMAN

FEATURE   GUN STORAGE

I

OPTIONS FOR

Safe Gun Storage
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TRIGGER LOCKS are a simple 
and affordable option for prevent-
ing a gun from being loaded or 
� red by an unauthorized user. 
Whether they are provided by the 
manufacturer or the dealer, most 
new guns are now sold with a trig-
ger lock right in the box. These 
locks take different forms. A 
trigger shoe clamps down around 
the trigger or trigger housing to 
prevent the trigger from being 
manipulated. Because these 
devices come into direct contact 
with the trigger, they should never 
be installed on loaded guns. 

Cable locks block the action of 
a � rearm, preventing the action 
of ri� es and shotguns from being 
closed. When used with a semi-
automatic pistol, they will also 
prevent a magazine from being 
loaded into the grip. For revolvers, 
the cable is looped through the 
barrel to prevent the cylinder from 
closing.

If a dedicated gun lock is not 
available, an ordinary padlock can 
be used with many guns. Simply 
slip the hasp of the lock between 
the back side of the trigger and 
the trigger guard to prevent the 
trigger from cycling. Trigger locks 
are inexpensive (less than $20), or 
even free through some community 
programs, and can successfully 
prevent an unintentional discharge 
when installed properly. However, 
they do not offer any physical pro-
tection for the � rearm or a measur-
able level of theft deterrence.

GUN CASES are readily available 
at local sporting goods stores in a 
wide variety of shapes, sizes, and 
material options to � t every kind 
of commercially available � rearm. 
Case options range from padded 
fabric sleeves to rugged foam-
lined plastic containers, with prices 
from $10 to $150. The primary role 
of this kind of affordable carry case 
is to protect one or more � rearms 
from physical damage. 

Most soft and hard-side cases 
can be “legally” locked for � rearm 
transportation to and from shoot-
ing events. A padlock through a soft 
case’s zipper pull or a hard case’s 
carry handle can do the trick (check 
your local regulations). Affordable, 
portable, and easy to store, locked 
gun cases represent a common and 
convenient safe gun storage method, 
and a big step up from tossing a 
bare gun into a drawer or closet. 
A locked carry case will certainly 
keep small children from handling a 
� rearm, just as a trigger lock will.

However, their usefulness as 
safe storage devices is limited by 
the materials from which they are 
made. The soft fabrics and plastics 
used in these cases can be quickly 
defeated by ordinary edged tools. 
Because gun cases are designed to 
be light to carry and handle, they 
can be carted around just as easily 
by a thief as their lawful owner. 
Unless they are secured within 
some other lockable structure, gun 
cases may be spirited away, along 
with their contents, to be opened 
and pilfered at another location.  

STRONG BOXES AND SECURITY 
CASES represent an effort by manu-
facturers to provide gun owners 
with the anti-theft and gun-� nish 
protection features of a locking 
gun cabinet while maintaining the 
portability of handgun and long-
gun carry cases. Pricing for these 
units varies greatly, anywhere from 
less than $50 to more than $300, 
based on the level of technology 
incorporated into the system. Some 
of the best storage options for those 
who want quick-access to defensive 
� rearms are found in this category. 

When it comes to strong boxes, 
it’s hard to beat the variety of 
con� gurations and lock options 
provided by GunVault. The MV500-
STD Micro Vault is a portable model 
that’s slim and light enough to carry 
in a briefcase or to be tucked into 
a small drawer. The No-Eyes elec-
tronic keypad allows the user to 
enter a customized code by touch so 
that the box can be opened quickly 
in total darkness if necessary. The 
Speedvault SVB 500 mounts to verti-
cal surfaces, such as the interior of a 
desk or closet. The programmable 
biometric � ngerprint reader allows 
access to a single pistol or revolver 
in less than two seconds. Multiple-
gun or increased-capacity units, 
such as the DrawerVault and Multi-
Vault, are also available. 

Secure Firearms Products 
provides some of the most rugged 
security cases available for travel. 
These metallic cases feature welded 
corners, heavy-duty plated steel 
latches, case hardened locking 
studs, and a high security Medeco 
Lock. Mounting hardware and cables 
allow the cases to attach directly to 
the trunk of a car, the wall of a closet, 
or the interior of a suitcase when � y-
ing with commercial airlines.

 provide an increased 

An excellent example of this 

simple as using a trigger lock such 
as the type included with new gun 

purchases (far l.), a padlocked case 
(middle l.) or a secure box with 

electronic access such as the type 
offered by GunVault (l.). 

GUN STORAGE
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LOCKING STEEL GUN 
CABINETS provide an increased 
level of storage capacity and 
internal con� guration options, 
when compared to security cases 
and strong boxes, but they differ 
from gun safes in several respects. 
The thinner gauge of steel, a 
simple locking mechanism, and the 
absence of � re-resistant insulation 
keeps these units in the $150 to 
$450 price range and reduces their 
weight. Because these cabinets are 
light enough to be moved safely up 
and down stairs by just one or two 
people, they can be employed in 
locations such as apartment build-
ings or second-� oor rooms, where 
a gun safe would be too large or 
heavy to install. 

An excellent example of this 
category is the Model GCB-18-C 
convertible security cabinet from 
Stack-On. This California DOJ-
approved cabinet can hold up to 18 
54"-long guns, or nine long guns 
and four shelves of storage, or it 
can be converted to all storage 
shelves, depending on your needs. 
The three-point security system 
features a double-bitted, key-coded 
lock for greater security. Fastening 
hardware, for attaching the cabinet 
to the � oor or wall, and foam pad-
ding for the shelves and � oor of the 
cabinet are included. If additional 
storage space is needed, a Model 
GCB-900 pistol and ammunition 
cabinet can be mounted on top of 
the GCB-18-C convertible. 
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The US RAC Weapon Security Device

Not every gun owner needs a 
high-capacity gun storage sys-
tem, such as a lockable cabinet 

or gun safe. Some folks have just one 
or two fi rearms to secure, or they need 
a quick and reliable way to secure a 
fi rearm in their vehicle. An affordable 
storage system that stops unauthor-
ized gun access, secures the fi rearm 
against theft, and can accommodate 
more than one gun type at a time is the 
US RAC Weapon Security Device. 

One of the major advantages of the RAC when compared to other gun 
storage systems is its fl exibility. Constructed using a patented tempered steel 
design, the lock features a 360-degree rotating arm and a built-in mounting plat-
form. It can be securely mounted to virtually any building or vehicular structural 
foundation in a variety of positions. 

Each RAC unit arrives with three back plates that can be easily traded out to 
accommodate just about any revolver, pistol, rifl e and shotgun trigger type avail-
able. It is coated with a smooth rubber material to prevent scratches or damage 
to the fi rearm. The system can withstand up to 4,700 lbs. of pressure. The RAC 
is strong and reliable enough to have successfully passed both the GSA and 
California DOJ compliance certifi cation tests. Two versions of the RAC are cur-
rently available. The 3" models will hold up to one shotgun and retails for $119. 
The 5" models can secure two or three guns, depending on the make, for $139. 
For more information, call (888) 722-7033, or visit theusrac.com. 

GunVault’s TacVault

GunVault has a reputation for provid-
ing some of the best fast-access 
handgun strong boxes on the 

market. Its digital and biometric locks 
effectively prevent unauthorized access 
to fi rearms while allowing the rightful 
users to lay hands on them in two to three 
seconds. But what about those who want 
to keep long guns handy for personal pro-
tection? GunVault’s answer to customer 
requests for a strong, secure, quick-
access long gun safe is the TacVault. 

The TacVault’s 14-ga. steel body and 
12-ga. steel door offer the strength of a full-sized gun safe, but its compact size 
and 80-lb. weight allow it to be easily installed in most standard-size closets. Four 
holes drilled into the base of the safe, and two in the back, allow it to be securely 
fastened to the fl oor or a support wall. 

This California DOJ-approved safe is designed to accommodate two tactical 
long guns, including two AR-15-style rifl es with 30-round magazines inserted. 
A small, fi xed steel shelf at the top of the safe can be used to store a handgun, 
ammunition, spare magazines, or other tactical gear. The biometric lock and door 
handle of this GunVault product proved to be just as fast to access as any of the 
company’s handgun boxes. The TacVault is currently available in a matte-black 
fi nish with a digital lock model (TV 4810) that retails for $450 or in a fi ngerprint 
scanner version (TVB 4810) for $550. For more information, call (800) 222-1055, or 
visit gunvault.com. 

—B. GIL HORMAN

Keeping a handgun secure can be a 
simple as using a trigger lock such 
as the type included with new gun 

purchases (far l.), a padlocked case 
(middle l.) or a secure box with 

electronic access such as the type 
offered by GunVault (l.). 



Gun SafeS represent the most 
secure gun storage option available 
to the average gun owner. A basic, 
no-frills safe is superior to any other 
storage option discussed so far in 
preventing unauthorized access to 
firearms. The dedicated racks and 
lined interiors will help to protect 
the finish of the guns and, most 
importantly, safes are an effective 
theft deterrent. A gun safe’s weight, 
the heavy-gauge steel of the outer 
box, the complex locking mecha-
nism, and the option to bolt the safe 
directly to a concrete slab, all work 
together to frustrate the efforts of 
burglars. Safes not only fulfill the 
three-fold mission of safe gun stor-
age, they can also provide addi-
tional protection against flooding, 
fires and other disasters. Quality 
safes are available from American 
manufacturers, including Cannon, 
Fort Knox and Liberty Safe. 

The purchase of a gun safe rep-
resents a significant financial com-
mitment. Just like other high-end 
consumer products, safes are avail-
able with a wide variety of features, 
all of which affect the bottom line 
cost of the unit. With prices ranging 
from $500 to more than $2,500, it’s 
important to understand which fea-
tures are important to you. Here are 
some of the price-changing details 
to pay attention to:
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  Safe Size: The larger a safe is, the more it costs. So the best way to 
save money is to purchase only as much interior safe space as required. 
However, it’s common for a first-time buyer to underestimate the amount 
of space he needs, resulting in added expense purchasing another safe 
down the road. 

Here is a rule-of-thumb to help in avoiding the undersized-safe prob-
lem. Take a look at all of the items that will be going into the safe once it 
arrives. There are the guns you have on hand, including related gear like 
optics, ammunition and magazines. Then tally the guns and gear you plan 
to buy in the future. Now add to that the non-shooting valuables that will 
make their way into the safe, including computer hard drives, jewelry, 
documents and so on. Once a minimum storage requirement is calcu-
lated, find a safe that meets those needs, and then buy the model that’s 
one size larger. That should leave you with enough room to maneuver. 

  Steel thickneSS: The overall toughness of a safe is generally quanti-
fied by the thickness of the steel used in its construction. The thicker the 
material, the more it costs. Steel is gauged using a reverse scale, meaning 
the smaller the number, is the thicker the metal will be. This means 10-ga. 
steel is thicker than 11, 12, or 14 gauge. Buyers need to pay attention to 
the thickness of the steel in the shell and the door, since thicknesses may 
be different in each of these components. 

  fire ratinG: Because fires in the home are far more common than 
we would like them to be, some gun safes are sold with a fire rating. 
This rating is determined by measuring the internal temperatures 
maintained within an insulated safe as it is exposed to a range of 
elevated temperatures over a measured period of time. There is no 
federal or industry-regulated standard, however, for how such tempera-
ture tests are conducted, and there is no minimum standard for what a 
fire rating should be. So it’s up to the buyer to pay close attention to the 
numbers quoted by the manufacturers. 

For example, the average American house will burn to the ground 
in approximately 60 minutes without emergency service intervention. 
Let’s suppose firefighters can arrive on-site within 10 to 15 minutes of a 
fire being reported. This means the fire will likely be cooling off, or even 
extinguished, within the 60-minute window. The temperature of a burning 
house can reach as high as 1,100 to 1,300 degrees Fahrenheit; therefore, if 
the contents of a safe can survive an hour or more at 1,300 degrees, it has 
a solid rating. 

  Other featureS: Many of the remaining features of a gun safe can 
be considered in the same way as those of an automobile. The fancier 
the paint job and upholstery are, the higher the cost will be. Electronic 
locks are faster and easier to use than manual (spin dial) locks, but they 
can be more expensive. When buying a vehicle, we pay close attention 
to how the configuration of the interior fits our requirements. With a safe, 
ensure that the shelves and racks will fit the gun collection properly so as 
to maximize your storage space. And finally, don’t forget to read the fine 
print in the warranty. Just like a vehicle, safes are expensive to repair if 
parts of it become smashed up or worn out. 

We have a real advantage today over our gun-owning ancestors when 
it comes to safe gun storage. Not only has the technology changed and 
improved in so many ways, there are more options for responsible gun 
owners to choose from than ever before. No matter what your storage 
requirements or financial situation may be, there is a safe gun storage 
method to meet your needs.  

Safes offer the most secure storage and the greatest amount of 
space. But safes vary by model and manufacturer, so check their 
steel thickness and fire ratings.

No one likes to face the need to write a will, but 
not having one means your estate could go to the 
government… and government programs that are 
hostile to the Second Amendment.  
Every day, NRA’s O�  ce of Advancement helps 
NRA members like you cra�  an estate plan that 
helps you meet your � nancial goals, harvests tax 
bene� ts, and supports the causes you cherish. 

Where Do You Want Your Estate to Go?

To the Government? Or Freedom’s Future?

Leave a Legacy of Freedom 
With a Well-Crafted Will

NRA CAN SHOW YOU HOW
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here are so many Russians, and our country 
so small, where will we � nd room to bury 
them all?”—Anonymous Finnish soldier

Not many people in the United States remember 

“Where Will We Bury Them All?” 
BY TOM LAEMLEIN

FEATURE   FINNISH ARMS

The Finns were well trained in both fi eldcraft and 
with their rifl es, as well as their other small arms, 

including the excellent Suomi submachine gun. 

National Archives photos; courtesy of armorplatepress.com
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here are so many Russians, and our country 
so small, where will we � nd room to bury 
them all?”—Anonymous Finnish soldier

Not many people in the United States remember 
when the Soviet Union cruelly invaded its tiny neighbor 
Finland in November 1939. It is not the kind of subject 
that the highly sanitized and “politically correct” history 
departments of our nation’s public schools are willing 
to discuss anymore. Our current generation of school 
children has no memory whatsoever of the power and 

the ambition that once drove the Soviet Union. But after 
World War I and the Russian Revolution, in that ter-
rible era of war and suffering, any country sharing a 
border with the Soviets would dread the threats, being 
followed by unreasonable demands, and culminating 
in the attack that was sure to come. There is surely a 
lesson to be learned by examining how a tiny nation of 
dedicated ri� emen defended their country against one 
of the largest armies the world has ever known. 

Just two months after the Nazis invaded Poland from 

“Where Will We Bury Them All?” 
Invaded by the expansionist Soviet Union in 1939, the Finns, a small nation of practiced rifl emen, 
held Stalin’s hordes at bay for months with Mosin-Nagants and other small arms, including those 
designed by Aimo Lahti.

BY TOM LAEMLEIN

“Where Will We Bury Them All?” 
Finnish Arms Of The Winter War 

TTTT“
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the west and the Soviets attacked the Poles from the 
east, Stalin turned his attention north to Finland. The 
Russians claimed they needed a 20-mile wide buffer 
zone to “protect” Leningrad, home city of the com-
munist revolution. Ultimately what they wanted was 
nearly all of Karelia, the Hanko Peninsula, the Rybachi 
Peninsula reaching into the far north of the Arctic, and 
four islands in the Gulf of Finland. All this territory 
had been hard-won by the Finns in their bloody war of 
independence from Bolshevik domination in 1918.

By 1939, the Soviets had already bullied Estonia, 
Latvia and Lithuania into castrating “mutual assis-
tance” pacts with their Russian neighbor. Throughout 
the autumn of 1939, Finnish diplomats tried to forestall 
the inevitable and keep the Russians talking. By Nov. 
13, 1939, diplomatic relations had broken down. On 
Nov. 30, the Soviets invaded. On Dec. 14, the League 
of Nations expelled the USSR from its ranks for their 

unprovoked invasion of Finland. Not that the ineffec-
tual League’s actions made any difference; the snow 
was already tinted red with blood.

 

A Stumbling Red Colossus 
Nearly a half-million Red Army soldiers, sup-

ported by almost 2,000 tanks and hundreds of artil-
lery pieces attacked Finland’s southern and eastern 
borders. The disproportionate numbers of the oppos-
ing forces are staggering. Along the vital Karelian 
Isthmus, more than 120,000 Soviet troops (with almost 
1,500 armored vehicles) assaulted positions manned 
by a little more than 21,000 Finns (and fewer than 30 
anti-tank guns). 

But the Soviets were disorganized and wholly 
unprepared. They were also hampered by a strange 
combination of overcon� dent, often incompetent, 
leaders operating without a clear strategy. The Red 
Army troops ranged from some of the better units 
within the Soviet forces to thousands of recent con-
scripts, barely trained and without the slightest prepa-
ration for the rugged terrain in which they were about 
to � ght. The Soviet troops arrived without skis, without 
snow camou� age, and sometimes without proper 
winter clothing. Even if they had only been on a winter 
camping trip to Finland they would have been in sig-
ni� cant danger from the extreme weather conditions. 
But the Russians had come to � ght, and their inept 
leaders (those that remained after several years of 
Stalin’s brutal purges of Red Army of� cers) frequently 

Finland had little choice but to play for time. At 

Neighboring Sweden maintained its neutrality but 

FINNISH ARMS
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was already tinted red with blood.

 

A Stumbling Red Colossus 
Nearly a half-million Red Army soldiers, sup-

ported by almost 2,000 tanks and hundreds of artil-
lery pieces attacked Finland’s southern and eastern 

ing forces are staggering. Along the vital Karelian 

by a little more than 21,000 Finns (and fewer than 30 
anti-tank guns). 

But the Soviets were disorganized and wholly 
unprepared. They were also hampered by a strange 
combination of overcon� dent, often incompetent, 
leaders operating without a clear strategy. The Red 
Army troops ranged from some of the better units 
within the Soviet forces to thousands of recent con-

snow camou� age, and sometimes without proper 

camping trip to Finland they would have been in sig-
ni� cant danger from the extreme weather conditions. 
But the Russians had come to � ght, and their inept 
leaders (those that remained after several years of 

blundered them into Finnish guns with no regard for 
casualties. In many cases, Soviet of� cers employed 
Napoleonic-era tactics against a determined Finnish 
opponent armed with 20th century arms. The result-
ing slaughter of Russian troops brought no tears from 
Moscow, and little change in strategy or tactics either. 
The world was about to learn how little the Soviets 
valued human life. 

“A Most Honorable Annihilation”
Finland had little choice but to play for time. At 

the beginning of the war, Finland’s reserve stocks of 
ammunition were already dangerously low, having 
barely two months worth of ri� e and machine gun 
cartridges available to the troops. With such limita-
tions in mind the Finns hoped that global sentiment 
would be in their favor, with intervention coming from 
one or more of the Western powers before the country 
was completely overrun. In fact international opinion 
quickly rallied to Finland’s defense, but tangible mili-
tary aid never came close to equaling the outpouring 
of good sentiments.

Neighboring Sweden maintained its neutrality but 
managed to provide aircraft, some artillery and small 
arms (including the Swedish 6.5x55 mm variants of 

the Browning Automatic Ri� e) as well as a number of 
volunteers. Sensing the oncoming of a brutal and ulti-
mately unwinnable bloodletting, Finnish commander 
Baron Carl Gustaf Mannerheim braced for “a most 
honorable annihilation.” 

The Finnish Army was small but well practiced in 
the small-unit tactics that would serve it well. Their 
style was informal, but not undisciplined. What the 
Finns lacked in parade-ground spit and polish they 
more than made up for in superior � eldcraft and 
� ghting spirit, or sisu. The volunteer Finnish Civil 
Guard (Suojeluskunta or SK) kept its ranks in top 
physical condition, with strong emphasis on cross-
country skiing and marksmanship.

Finnish Army units were often composed of men 
from the same region, drawing strength from their 
familiarity with each other as well as their of� cers. 
Regional pride drove many Finnish units to perform 
miraculous feats in the � eld. On one occasion, a 
small strike force of two under-strength companies 
slipped across frozen Lake Tolvajarvi in a night raid 
against an entire Soviet battalion, caught clustering 
around its bon� res. After the Soviet sentries were 
silently dispatched with knives, the Red Army bat-
talion was decimated in less than � ve minutes with 
accurate ri� e and light machine gun � re. The only 

In 1939, Finnish troops 
shared common ammunition 
with their Russian invaders. 
The 7.62x54 mm R cartridge 
was used by both nations 
in rifl es and machine guns. 
This allowed captured 
Soviet small arms to be 
used by the Finns, includ-
ing the semi-automatic 
Tokarev SVT-40 rifl e (r.) as 
well as scoped sniping vari-
ants of the Model 1891/30 
Mosin-Nagnt rifl e (oppo-
site, top). Finland’s arms 
industry greatly improved 
the Mosin-Nagant as a 
rifl eman’s rifl e with better 
barrels, triggers and sights 
(opposite, below).  



While short on armor and artillery, the 
Finns made effective use of the 20 mm, 
semi-automatic, magazine-fed Lahti Model 
39 anti-tank cannon (below). The Finns 
also hammered away with belt-fed Maxim 
machine guns (r.) not only of their own but 
also with guns captured from the Russians. 
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While short on armor and artillery, the 
FINNISH ARMS

Finnish casualty of the raid was its commander, Lt. 
Col. Pajari, who suffered a mild heart attack on the 
return trip. 

One small blessing for the Finns was that most of 
their small arms shared the same ammunition as their 
Soviet opponents. The more Maxim guns and Mosin-
Nagant ri� es they captured, the more guns and ammu-
nition they had to use. The Finnish defenders gained 
copious amounts of their supplies the hard way—they 
took them off the dead bodies of their enemies.

More Soviets Than Bullets
The disparity in the numbers of troops and supplies 

available to the combatant forces soon made itself 
apparent. So too did the fatalistic nature of the Red 
Army, with its inexorable, almost zombie-like advance 
into the muzzles of Finnish guns. At the Russian 

crossings along the perfectly � at Taipale Peninsula, 
Finnish machine gunners mowed down one Soviet 
human wave attack after another. Thousands of Red 
Army soldiers fell to individual Maxim guns, whose 
gunners eventually went mad when the knowledge 
of the incredible amount of blood on their own hands 
sank in. Machine gunners � red until their water-
cooled barrels boiled over despite the winter frost, 
while the snow before them turned red as hundreds, 
then thousands of fallen Soviet troops simply piled 
up into grotesque mounds. The brutal cycle of death 
repeated itself again and again as the Maxim guns 
chattered out 7.62x54 mm R slugs at 500 rounds per 
minute, even when the gunners broke down, the guns 
continued their deadly work unabated—and still the 
Russians came on. 

It appears as though Moscow’s cruel calculations 
came true with unerring accuracy. Even if each Finnish 
marksman struck down a Soviet soldier with every shot, 
Stalin still had more men to sacri� ce than the Finns had 
bullets to � re. And the fatalistic Red Army soldiers were 
ready, willing and perfectly able to walk, stumble or 
crawl over the backs of their fallen comrades to achieve 
their objectives. They feared their own commissars 
more than they did the crack of a Finnish marksman’s 
ri� e or the death rattle of his Suomi submachine gun. 
The Bolsheviks continued to pour into Finland. 

Advanced Small Arms Designs
Finnish and Soviet troops used the same basic ri� e, 

all variations in one form or another of the bolt-action 
Mosin-Nagant Model 1891, chambered in 7.62x54 mm 
R. Finnish ordnance experts had improved the design 

into the muzzles of Finnish guns. At the Russian 

Designed by Aimo Lahti, the Suomi submachine gun in 
9 mm Luger (l.) was used by elite Finns to decimate the 
Soviets, who later copied its 71-round drum magazine. 
The box-magazine-fed Lahti-Saloranta Model 26 (r.) in 
7.62x54 mm R was one of the fi nest light machine guns 
of its day. 

The Finns had advanced small arms design and 

The Suomi Model 31 9 mm Luger SMG gun saw its 
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chattered out 7.62x54 mm R slugs at 500 rounds per 
minute, even when the gunners broke down, the guns 
continued their deadly work unabated—and still the 
Russians came on. 

It appears as though Moscow’s cruel calculations 
came true with unerring accuracy. Even if each Finnish 

ready, willing and perfectly able to walk, stumble or 

their objectives. They feared their own commissars 
more than they did the crack of a Finnish marksman’s 
ri� e or the death rattle of his Suomi submachine gun. 
The Bolsheviks continued to pour into Finland. 

Advanced Small Arms Designs

all variations in one form or another of the bolt-action 

R. Finnish ordnance experts had improved the design 

of Suomi � re against Soviet troops in the Winter War. 
Suomi SMGs were in relatively short supply, and it 
was a badge of distinction among Finnish troops to 
be a Suomi gunner. 

One of Lahti’s other inventions making its combat 
debut during the Winter War was the air-cooled Lahti-
Saloranta Model 26 light machine gun. Chambered 
in 7.62x54 mm R, and using a 20-round magazine, 
the Model 26 was one of the � rst true light machine 
guns ever designed. While heavy (26 lbs.) and rather 
complicated, it was accurate and reliable. With limited 
numbers of the Model 26 available, the Finns supple-
mented their stocks and made good use of captured 
Soviet DP-28 light machine guns. The Degtyaryova 
Pekhotny or DP-28 was simple and relatively reliable, 
and thousands of them fell into Finnish hands.

The Soviets and Finns also shared similar designs 
in their heavy machine guns. The venerable Maxim 
gun was the backbone of the Finnish machine gun 
units. The Finns updated the action in their Maxims 
(dubbed the Model 32) to accept metallic link belts, 
increased the rate of � re and improved the sights. 
Another interesting Finnish innovation was the “snow 
cap,” a large � ip-top opening on top of the water 
jacket that allowed the gunner’ to easily replenish the 
water cooling supply with handfuls of snow. 

A Costly Soviet Victory
The Winter War ended in March 1940 with the sign-

ing of the Moscow Peace Treaty. Finland was forced 
to cede 11 percent of its territory to the Soviet Union 
along with 30 percent of its economic assets. The 
Soviets did not succeed in accomplishing their objec-
tive of a complete take-over of Finland. Not that they 
cared, but in addition to suffering humiliatingly heavy 
losses and military failure, the Soviets also lost their 
place among the League of Nations. Finland remained 
a sovereign nation, albeit with less territory, and 
certainly enhanced its international reputation. It was 
cold comfort though, and with the German invasion 
of France just two months away, the world’s attention 
would no longer be focused on Finland’s plight. 

The Winter War proved a costly victory for the 
Soviets. The Red Army lost approximately 126,875 
dead or missing, 264,908 wounded and approxi-
mately 5,600 captured. In addition, they lost about 
2,268 armored vehicles. The Finns suffered greatly to 
preserve their freedom. In the four months of com-
bat, Finnish losses numbered approximately 26,662 
dead and more than 39,000 wounded. A tiny nation 
of ri� emen had held off the communist Red giant. 
The massive battles of World War II quickly obscured 
Finland’s sacri� ce, and by the summer of 1941 the 
United States and our Allies were forced into an 
uneasy alliance with the Soviet Union, at least until 
the day that the Axis was defeated. 

Soviets, who later copied its 71-round drum magazine. 
The box-magazine-fed Lahti-Saloranta Model 26 (r.) in 

of its day. 

in their own factories, creating the Model 1891-24, 
Model 27, Model 28 and the Model 28-30—all of which 
offered superior � t and � nish (no pun intended), and 
greater accuracy to the original Russian ri� e. Finn-
ish marksmanship was noted before the Winter War, 
and became legendary afterwards. Individual Finn-
ish snipers achieved incredible scores in a “target 
rich” environment. One Finn sniper was credited with 
more than 200 kills in the short three-and-a-half month 
period of the Winter War. 

The Finns had advanced small arms design and 
manufacturing capabilities for such a small nation. 
Their secret weapon was the self-taught gun designer 
Aimo Lahti. His incredible portfolio of successful 
designs includes more than 50 � rearms, highlighted by 
the Suomi Model 31 SMG, the Lahti-Saloranta Model 26 
light machine gun, the Lahti Model 35 semi-automatic 
pistol and the massive Lahti Model 39 anti-tank ri� e.

The Suomi Model 31 9 mm Luger SMG gun saw its 
combat debut in the Winter War. The Suomi’s innova-
tive 71-drum magazine had a huge impact on Soviet 
submachine gun designs in World War II. Weighing 
nearly 11 lbs. unloaded, the Suomi is exceptionally 
heavy for a 9 mm SMG. But stories of its accuracy are 
legendary, and Finnish troops unleashed a hellstorm 
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Since its introduction in 1985, 
the A-Bolt bolt-action ri� e 
has remained a stalwart in the 

Browning lineup. Perhaps the most 
specialized model to appear in the 
period since is the 12-ga. A-Bolt 
Shotgun, which made its debut in 
1995 and was removed from com-
pany literature a mere four years 
later. Built on the A-Bolt II action, the 
shotgun was offered with either a 
fully ri� ed barrel or a smoothbore 
threaded to accept Invector choke 
tubes. A 6" ri� ed choke tube accom-
panied the latter. In 2011, Browning 
reintroduced the A-Bolt Shotgun; all 
four variants—Hunter, Medallion, 
Stalker and Mossy Oak Break-Up 
In� nity—have fully ri� ed barrels. 
The Stalker is evaluated here.

Barrel movement, which is a by-
product of most shotgun designs, 
is detrimental to accuracy, and is 
often remedied through pinning. No 
such problem exists with the A-Bolt 
Shotgun, as the barrel is threaded 
directly into the receiver. Secured 
in place between the barrel and 
receiver is the recoil lug. Further, 
rather than rely on a cantilever-
style mount or drilled-and-tapped 
aluminum receiver, the latter being 
common to many newer shotguns, 
scope bases are anchored solidly 
to a steel receiver. Browning notes, 

however, that standard A-Bolt bases 
are incompatible; versions are read-
ily available for the Stalker, though.

The steel receiver measures 
1.385" wide, and from its front to the 
tang is 9.50". The oversize ejection 
port is shaped to ensure reliable 
removal of the hulls, which are 
sent outward by the combination 
of a � xed projection and an ejec-
tor spring. On the left rear of the 
receiver is the oversize bolt stop/
release. Af� xed to the receiver’s 
round bottom is the � re-control 
housing, with the most noticeable 
feature being Browning’s gold-
colored trigger shoe. Although the 
trigger can be adjusted from 3 lbs. 
to 6 lbs., 8 ozs., the factory-set 3-lb., 
4.5-oz. pull—with no discernible 
creep or overtravel—was deemed 
ideal by the evaluators, and no doubt 
contributed to the gun’s respectable 
accuracy. The tang-mounted safety 
has two positions—safe and � re—
and the bolt cannot be operated with 
the safety engaged.

The Shotgun Stalker’s bolt is 
unique in that there is a polymer 
sleeve atop the steel core that 
increases the diameter to equal that 
of the head. Besides saving weight, 
the polymer’s lubricity facilitates 
unrestricted cycling even without 
lubrication; however, should the 
action get inundated with water, care 
should be taken to ensure that the 
metal beneath the sleeve does not 
rust. On the bolt’s head is a single 
spring-tensioned extractor on the 
right lug, and the other two lugs have 
spring-powered projections that aid 
in securing the shell in place. The 
three-lug design also results in a 
60-degree bolt lift. Beneath the bolt 
shroud is a cocking indicator.

To slow heating and increase 
rigidity, the blued, 22" barrel, which 
measures 1.225" in diameter at the 
recoil lug and tapers to 0.975" at the 
muzzle, is 0.125" thick. The ri� ing, 
which is applied in a 1:28" rate of 
twist, is protected by a recessed 
muzzle crown. Topping the barrel are 

To increase its resistance to 

Lastly, the Shotgun Stalker’s 

BROWNING 
A-BOLT SHOTGUN STALKER

SHOOTING RESULTS (100 YDS.)
12-GA. SLUGS VEL. @ 5'

(F.P.S.)
ENERGY
(FT.-LBS.)

GROUP SIZE IN INCHES
SMALLEST LARGEST AVERAGE

FEDERAL 3"
300-GR. TC

1775 AVG.
31 SD

2,099 2.38 3.38 2.80

HORNADY 2¾"
300-GR. SST

1825 AVG.
32 SD

2,219 3.00 4.00 3.35

REMINGTON 2¾"
385-GR. AT

1628 AVG.
27 SD

2,266 2.17 3.42 2.94

AVERAGE EXTREME SPREAD 3.03

NOTES:  MEASURED AVERAGE VELOCITY FOR FIVE ROUNDS FROM A 22" BARREL OVER AN RCBS 
AMMOMASTER CHRONOGRAPH AT 10 FT. RANGE TEMPERATURE: 64º F. HUMIDITY: 65%. ACCU-
RACY FOR FIVE CONSECUTIVE, FIVE-SHOT GROUPS AT 100 YDS. FROM A COYOTE JAKES SHOOTN 
BUDDY REST. ABBREVIATIONS: AT (ACCUTIP), SD (STANDARD DEVIATION), SST (SUPER SHOCK 
TIP), TC (TROPHY COPPER).

The bolt of the A-Bolt 
Shotgun has a polymer 
sleeve that effectively 
increases the body's diame-
ter to match that of the head 
without signifi cantly adding 
to its weight.



101OCTOBER 2013   AMERICAN RIFLEMAN 101

The Shotgun Stalker’s bolt is 
unique in that there is a polymer 
sleeve atop the steel core that 
increases the diameter to equal that 
of the head. Besides saving weight, 
the polymer’s lubricity facilitates 
unrestricted cycling even without 
lubrication; however, should the 

should be taken to ensure that the 
metal beneath the sleeve does not 
rust. On the bolt’s head is a single 
spring-tensioned extractor on the 

spring-powered projections that aid 
in securing the shell in place. The 
three-lug design also results in a 
60-degree bolt lift. Beneath the bolt 
shroud is a cocking indicator.

To slow heating and increase 
rigidity, the blued, 22" barrel, which 
measures 1.225" in diameter at the 
recoil lug and tapers to 0.975" at the 
muzzle, is 0.125" thick. The ri� ing, 
which is applied in a 1:28" rate of 
twist, is protected by a recessed 

steel sights; the rear has a U-notch 
and is windage- and elevation-adjust-
able, while the TRUGLO/Marble’s 
front has a red � ber-optic pipe in a 
windage-adjustable base dovetailed 
into place on a separate base that is 
secured to the barrel by screws.

To increase its resistance to 
inclement conditions, the compos-
ite stock has Dura-Touch, a coating 
that expels water, perspiration and 
similar liquids while enhancing grip. 
Further increasing purchase are 
panels of checkering in the wrist 
and fore-end areas. Interestingly, at 
the front of the receiver, in the recoil 
lug area, the stock is glass-bedded 
to prevent movement of the barreled 
action and ensure consistency. The 
stock has dual sling swivel studs 
and a rubber ventilated recoil pad, 
though the latter’s hardness does 
little to mitigate recoil.

Lastly, the Shotgun Stalker’s 
two-piece bottom metal is, 

indeed, metal. Depressing the 
magazine-release button on the 
front of the trigger guard allows 
the drop-out � oorplate to swing 
downward, exposing the magazine. 
Once opened, the steel, two-
round-capacity magazine can be 
removed from the � oorplate for 
easy unloading.

Following the American Ri� eman 
protocol of � ring � ve consecutive, 
� ve-shot groups at 100 yds. with 
three loads—in this case two 12-ga. 
2¾" and a one 3"—we anticipated 
that the Shotgun Stalker, topped 
with a Nikon 2-7X 32 mm Prostaff 
Shotgun Slug scope, would per-
form well. It did not disappoint. At 
times, a 3"-chambered slug gun, 
such as the Stalker, performs less 
impressively with 2¾" loads than 
with 3" because of the extra free-
bore; however, the test gun per-
formed similarly with the 3" and 
one of the 2¾" loads. That being 

said, Federal’s 3" 300-gr. Trophy 
Copper, which averaged 2.80" for 
25 shots, edged out Remington’s 
385-gr. AccuTip, which averaged 
2.94". During the chronograph-
ing phase of testing it was rec-
ognized that the loss of velocity 
from published factory data due 
to the A-Bolt’s short 22" barrel was 
between 175 f.p.s. to 225 f.p.s., 
which is fairly substantial.

During testing there were no 
malfunctions, and feeding was 
exceptionally smooth. We also 
appreciated the fact that the maga-
zine could be readily inserted and 
removed upon entering the � eld or 
heading out without having to cycle 
all rounds through. In the hands, the 
Shotgun Stalker feels like a well-
crafted dangerous game ri� e.

For the hunter who hunts 
routinely, if not exclusively, in 
slug-only areas, or where protec-
tion is needed from large bruins 
and slugs are preferred, it would 
pay dividends to make a one-time 
commitment to assure optimum 
performance in the � eld. For the 
money, the A-Bolt Shotgun Stalker 
is hard to beat. We’re glad to see 
Browning bring it back.

BROWNING A-BOLT
SHOTGUN STALKER
MANUFACTURER: MIROKU, KOCHI, JAPAN

IMPORTER: BROWNING (DEPT. AR), 
ONE BROWNING PLACE, MORGAN, 
UT 84050; (801) 876-2711; 
BROWNING.COM

CALIBER: 12-GA. 3" (2¾" COMPATIBLE)
ACTION TYPE: BOLT-ACTION, REPEATING 

SHOTGUN

BARREL: 22" STEEL, HEAVY CONTOUR

RIFLING: EIGHT-GROOVE, 1:28" RH TWIST

MAGAZINE: DROP-OUT FLOORPLATE WITH 
DETACHABLE TWO-ROUND-CAPACITY 
MAGAZINE 

SIGHTS: WINDAGE- AND ELEVATION-
ADJUSTABLE REAR, WINDAGE-ADJUSTABLE 
MARBLE’S FIBER-OPTIC FRONT; RECEIVER 
DRILLED AND TAPPED FOR SCOPE BASES 

TRIGGER: SINGLE-STAGE; ADJUSTABLE; 
3-LB., 4.5-OZ. PULL

STOCK: SYNTHETIC WITH DURA-TOUCH 
COATING; LENGTH OF PULL, 135⁄8"; DROP 
AT COMB, 2"; DROP AT HEEL, 21⁄8" 

OVERALL LENGTH: 43¾" 
WEIGHT: 7 LBS., 6 OZS.
ACCESSORIES: OWNER’S MANUAL

SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE: $1,150

SHOOTING RESULTS (100 YDS.)
12-GA. SLUGS VEL. @ 5'

(F.P.S.)
ENERGY
(FT.-LBS.)

GROUP SIZE IN INCHES
SMALLEST LARGEST AVERAGE

FEDERAL 3"
300-GR. TC

1775 AVG.
31 SD

2,099 2.38 3.38 2.80

HORNADY 2¾"
300-GR. SST

1825 AVG.
32 SD

2,219 3.00 4.00 3.35

REMINGTON 2¾"
385-GR. AT

1628 AVG.
27 SD

2,266 2.17 3.42 2.94

AVERAGE EXTREME SPREAD 3.03

NOTES:  M EASURED AVERAGE VELOCITY FOR FIVE ROUNDS FROM A 22" BARREL OVER AN RCBS 
AMMOMASTER CHRONOGRAPH AT 10 FT. RANGE TEMPERATURE: 64º F. HUMIDITY: 65%. ACCU-
RACY FOR FIVE CONSECUTIVE, FIVE-SHOT GROUPS AT 100 YDS. FROM A COYOTE JAKES SHOOTN 
BUDDY REST. ABBREVIATIONS: AT (ACCUTIP), SD (STANDARD DEVIATION), SST (SUPER SHOCK 
TIP), TC (T ROPHY COPPER).

Lastly, the Shotgun Stalker’s 
two-piece bottom metal is, 

formed similarly with the 3" and 
one of the 2¾" loads. That being 

Browning eliminated the traditional weaknesses of most slug guns when 
designing the A-Bolt Shotgun Stalker. The result is a shotgun that shoots and 
handles like a rifl e. Among its features is a barrel that is tightened against 
the receiver, and in doing so the recoil lug is secured in place. The stock is 
glass-bedded in the recoil lug area to aid accuracy (bottom). 
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Manufacturers of � rearms, 
optics and accessories 
are, for good reason, 

increasingly modifying existing 
products to capitalize on the cur-
rent desire for all things tactical 
and survival/sustenance-related. 
Even the Model 1892 lever-action 
ri� e, which is among the most 
“traditional” of � rearm designs, 
hasn’t escaped an overhaul to sati-
ate the demand. Evaluated here is 
Taylor’s & Company’s moderniza-
tion of the Model 1892, the Alaskan 
Take-Down, which is distributed 
exclusively by Taylor’s Tactical. 
The ri� e is produced in Italy by 
Chiappa and imported exclusively 
for Taylor’s & Co.

The 1892 Alaskan Take-Down’s 
aesthetics and features are decid-
edly different than typically encoun-
tered on such ri� es. Its receiver, 
barrel and large loop lever have 
a matte-chrome � nish, while the 
hardwood stock and fore-end are 
covered with an overmolded rubber 
� nish the company calls Softouch. 
Combined, it creates a utilitarian 
two-tone package that’s far from the 
time-honored combination of walnut 
and bluing, and even more durable. 

Arguably, its most attractive 
feature is the fact it can be bro-
ken down into two separate parts 
that measure 20" in length or 
less for easy transport—no small 
consideration for those heading 
to the backcountry, regardless if 
on a bush plane or backpacking 
in. Thanks to some clever design 
features, no tools are required for 
takedown, either.

The procedure is simple. Check 
and double-check that the ri� e 
is unloaded and leave the action 
open. Next, locate the 1.3"-long, 
� ush-� tting magazine-disassembly 
lever, which is at the front, bottom of 
the magazine tube. Grasp it on the 
end toward the receiver and rotate 
until perpendicular to the maga-
zine. At the same time a lug will 
retreat from a recess under the bar-
rel, a system that locks everything 
solidly in place while shooting. 
Rotate the lever counter-clockwise 
to remove the magazine. Once it’s 
out, you can grasp the fore-end 
while � rmly holding the stock, and 
turn counter-clockwise 90 degrees 
to separate the two. This is made 
possible by the interrupted thread 
pattern on the barrel and receiver. 

Damage to the magazine can be 
prevented by reinstalling it on the 
fore-end during storage. 

Because both the front and rear 
sights are located on the barrel 
assembly, there is no point-of-
impact shift resulting from the dis-
assembly and reassembly process. 
The 1892 Alaskan Take-Down ships 
with windage- and elevation-adjust-
able Skinner Express sights at the 
rear. The test ri� e had Skinner’s 
0.125" (large) aperture installed, 
which is excellent for rapid target 
acquisition, but precision bullet 
placement at 100 yds. and beyond 
is compromised. For the intended 
purposes of the .44 Rem. Mag.-
chambered Take-Down—hunt-
ing/survival—it’s a fair trade-off; 
however, smaller apertures can be 
purchased from Skinner for $11 
(skinnersights.com).

The dovetailed front sight has 
a 0.625"-long, red � ber-optic pipe 
anchored in three places. The sight is 
slightly more than 0.4" above the bar-
rel. In testing, target acquisition was 
fast, intuitive and even in low light the 
front sight was easy to � nd. To mount 
a scout-style optic, removal of the 
Skinner sight is required. It occupies 

At the muzzle end, the 20" 

The buttstock was a different 

With the 20" barrel, the ri� e’s 

TAYLOR’S TACTICAL MODEL 
1892 ALASKAN TAKE-DOWN

SHOOTING RESULTS (100 YDS.)
.44 REM. MAG.
CARTRIDGE

VEL. @ 10'
(F.P.S.)

ENERGY
(FT.-LBS.)

GROUP SIZE IN INCHES
SMALLEST LARGEST AVERAGE

BARNES
225-GR. XPB HP

1581 AVG.
13 SD

1,249 2.80 6.13 4.58

FEDERAL
240-GR. POWER-SHOK JHP

1659 AVG. 
31 SD

1,467 3.29 6.80 5.17

HORNADY
300-GR. XTP

1523 AVG.
18 SD

1,546 2.71 6.53 4.32

AVERAGE EXTREME SPREAD 4.69

NOTES: MEASURED AVERAGE VELOCITY FOR 10 ROUNDS FROM A 20" BARREL OVER AN RCBS 
AMMOMASTER CHRONOGRAPH AT 10 FT. ACCURACY FOR FIVE CONSECUTIVE, FIVE-SHOT GROUPS 
FIRED FROM A BENCHREST AT 100 YDS. TEMPERATURE: 83º F. HUMIDITY: 66%. ABBREVIATIONS: 
JHP (JACKETED HOLLOW-POINT), SD (STANDARD DEVIATION), XPB (X PISTOL BULLET), XTP 
(EXTREME TERMINAL PERFORMANCE).

DOPE BAG
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Damage to the magazine can be 
prevented by reinstalling it on the 
fore-end during storage. 

Because both the front and rear 
sights are located on the barrel 
assembly, there is no point-of-
impact shift resulting from the dis-
assembly and reassembly process. 

able Skinner Express sights at the 
rear. The test rifle had Skinner’s 
0.125" (large) aperture installed, 
which is excellent for rapid target 
acquisition, but precision bullet 
placement at 100 yds. and beyond 
is compromised. For the intended 
purposes of the .44 Rem. Mag.-
chambered Take-Down—hunt-
ing/survival—it’s a fair trade-off; 
however, smaller apertures can be 
purchased from Skinner for $11 
(skinnersights.com).

The dovetailed front sight has 
a 0.625"-long, red fiber-optic pipe 

rel. In testing, target acquisition was 

a scout-style optic, removal of the 
Skinner sight is required. It occupies 

two of the four threaded holes pro-
vided on the rifle designed to accept 
Weaver 61M mounts.   

At the muzzle end, the 20" 
octagonal barrel—also available 
in a 16" version—has a diameter of 
0.75" and ends with a radius crown. 
At the receiver the barrel widens 
to 0.84". Both the barrel and the 
receiver had an even finish with no 
blemishes visible.

The buttstock was a different 
story. A trio of nicks in the Softouch 
finish resulting from rough han-
dling in transit was deep enough 
to expose the hardwood under-
neath. The semi-tacky treatment 
was extremely effective on the hot, 
humid day when accuracy and func-
tion testing were conducted. Sling 
swivel studs were absent; however, 
they can easily be added thanks to 
the wood buttstock and fore-end.   

With the 20" barrel, the rifle’s 
overall length is 38"; obviously 
the 16"-barreled variant’s overall 
length is 4" shorter. Capping the 
buttstock is a generous 1/2"-thick 
rubber recoil pad that contributes 

to the rifle’s 13¾" length of pull.
To load the magazine, car-

tridges are pushed through a gate 
on the right side of the receiver 
and empty brass is ejected from 
the top of the receiver—it’s a 
system familiar to Model 1892 
fans. The oversized loop lever is 
a handy feature, especially when-
ever gloves are worn. Regardless 
of familiarity with lever-action 
operation, though, no one could 
miss the fact that this is the kind of 
trigger dreams are made of—no 
creep, no grit, and no takeup. All 
rifles should have one of these, 
and it broke cleanly and crisply at 
precisely 3 lbs. with regularity.

During testing the only stop-
page occurred due to operator 
error, a failure to work the lever 
with enough authority when cham-
bering a single Federal cartridge. 
There were no other malfunctions. 

Velocities produced by what is 
really handgun ammunition make 
the rifle a viable complement to 
a .44 Rem. Mag. revolver in bear 
country or survival situations. The 

Softouch finish does its job, and 
proper sight pictures are easy to 
acquire with that red glow up front. 
Most shooters will probably agree 
that nothing needs to be changed. 

And our sample was a real 
shooter. In fact, in multiple 
instances three out of five holes 
touched at 50 yds. Moving back 
to 100 yds. to meet American 
Rifleman protocol, however, the 
groups increased a bit. That being 
said, the most accurate load was 
Hornady’s 300-gr. XTP. Its single 
best five-shot group measured 
2.71", and 25 shots averaged 4.32". 
For 75 shots with three different 
loads the rifle averaged 4.69". 
Given the use of open sights and 
the rifle’s chambering, we found 
this level of accuracy acceptable.

Anyone looking for a reliable 
lever gun to beat the brush for big 
game, backup for the backcountry, 
or to simply punch paper, won't 
go wrong with the 1892 Alaskan 
Take-Down. 

TAYLOR’S 1892 
ALASKAN TAKE-DOWN
Manufacturer: Armi Sport di ChiAppA, 

ViA milAno 2, AzzAno mellA,  
itAly, 25020; 011 390309749065; 
ChiAppAfireArmS.Com

IMporter: tAylor’S & Co. (dept. Ar), 
304 lenoir driVe, WinCheSter, VA 
22603; (540) 722-2017;  
tAylorSfireArmS.Com

calIber: .357 mAg. 
.44 rem. mAg.(teSted), .45 Colt

actIon type: leVer-ACtion, Center-fire 
repeAting rifle

receIver: mAtte-Chrome Steel

barrel: 16", 20" (teSted),  
mAtte-Chrome Steel

rIflIng: Six-grooVe, 1:20" rh tWiSt

MagazIne: 10-round tubulAr 
SIghtS: Skinner expreSS reAr Sight, 

fiber-optiC front drift AdjuStAble 
for WindAge: drilled And tApped  
for SCope bASeS 

trIgger: Single-StAge; 3-lb. pull

Stock: hArdWood With rubber  
oVermolded SoftouCh finiSh:  
length of pull, 13¾"; drop  
At Comb, 2"; drop At heel, 25⁄8" 

overall length: 38"  
(20"-bArreled VerSion) 

WeIght: 6 lbS., 10 ozS.
acceSSorIeS: oWner’S mAnuAl

SuggeSted retaIl prIce: $1,324

SHOOTING RESULTS (100 YDS.)
.44 reM. Mag.
cartrIdge

vel. @ 10'
(f.p.S.)

energy
(ft.-lbS.)

group SIze In IncheS
SMalleSt largeSt average

barneS
225-gr. Xpb hp

1581 AVg.
13 Sd

1,249 2.80 6.13 4.58

federal
240-gr. poWer-Shok Jhp

1659 AVg. 
31 Sd

1,467 3.29 6.80 5.17

hornady
300-gr. Xtp

1523 AVg.
18 Sd

1,546 2.71 6.53 4.32

average eXtreMe Spread 4.69

noteS: meASured AVerAge VeloCity for 10 roundS from A 20" bArrel oVer An rCbS 
AmmomASter ChronogrAph At 10 ft. ACCurACy for fiVe ConSeCutiVe, fiVe-Shot groupS 
fired from A benChreSt At 100 ydS. temperAture: 83º f. humidity: 66%. AbbreViAtionS: 
jhp (jACketed holloW-point), Sd (StAndArd deViAtion), xpb (x piStol bullet), xtp 
(extreme terminAl performAnCe).

To disassemble the Alaskan Take-Down for transport, the  
disassembly lever (above l.) is rotated, which frees the magazine 
tube for removal. Due to an interrupted-thread pattern on the  
barrel and receiver, a quick twist allows them to separate (above r.).
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DOPE BAG

The American Rifl eman has used the phrase “Dope Bag” since at least 1921, when Col. Townsend 
Whelen fi rst titled his column with it. Even then, it had been in use for years, referring to a sack used 
by target shooters to hold ammunition and accessories on the fi ring line. “Sight dope” also was a 
traditional marksman’s term for sight-adjustment information, while judging wind speed and direction 
was called “doping the wind.”

WARNING: Technical data and information contained herein are intended to provide information 
based on the limited experience of individuals under specifi c conditions and circumstances. They do 
not detail the comprehensive training procedures, techniques and safety precautions absolutely neces-
sary to properly carry on similar activity. Read the notice and disclaimer on the contents page. Always 
consult comprehensive reference manuals and bulletins for details of proper training requirements, 
procedures, techniques and safety precautions before attempting any similar activity.

Formed in 1993 as an 
American and Japanese 
optical consortium, Sightron 

took only 20 years to become a 
major maker of sports optics, with 
diverse offerings from binoculars 
to ri� escopes.

Sightron’s SIII series scopes, 
introduced in 2000 and updated 
in 2009, marked its foray into the 
premium optics market. Compared 
to the company’s other scopes, the 
SIII models offer improved resolu-
tion, brightness and clarity, thanks 
in part to Sightron’s seven-layer 
ZacT-7 coatings, which afford 95 
percent to 97 percent total light 
transmission. Also proprietary to 
the SIII is the ExacTrac windage 
and elevation adjustment system, 
which ensures precise, repeatable 
clicks varying less than 5 percent 
from their nominal value. At present 
there are some 25 SIII scope vari-
ants, including the 10-50X 60 mm 
LRFCH reviewed here.

The SIII 10-50X 60 mm LRFCH 
features a 30-mm 6061-T6 alumi-
num main tube, a 60-mm objective 
bell, premium Japanese lead-free 

glass, zeroable target-type wind-
age and elevation turrets, left-side 
parallax focus, and a fast-focus 
eyepiece allowing +4 to -4 diopter 
adjustment. The scope is water-
proof to a depth of two meters and 
is nitrogen-� lled to prevent fogging.  
Capable of withstanding the recoil 
of the .50 BMG, the scope can also 
handle the two-stage recoil impulse 
of airguns (damaging to conven-
tional scopes), making it popular in 
� eld airgun competition. 

SIII 10-50X 60 mm scopes can be 
had with six different second-focal 
plane reticles (three with illumina-
tion),  click values of 1/4-minute, 
1/8-minute or 0.05 milliradian, and 
target or tactical turrets. Our test 
scope featured a non-illuminated 
� ne crosshair, 1/8-minute adjust-
ments and target turrets.  

Submersion in water for 60 min-
utes and exposure to subfreezing 
temperatures for eight hours pro-
duced no evidence of leakage, fog-
ging, or adverse mechanical effects. 
We next mounted the scope on an 
F-T/R target ri� e with a Surgeon 
action, Lawton barrel and Accuracy 

Int’l stock, capable of 0.25" groups 
with .30-cal. Hornady match bullets. 
“Shooting the square” validated the 
accuracy of the click values, and the 
view through scope appeared sharp 
and bright, with no edge blurriness, 
chromatic aberration, or distortion.    

Sightron stated that the 10-50X 
60 mm models have seen suc-
cess in long-range competition, so 
we tried our scope at the 1,000-
yd. Patriot range at Peacemaker 
National Training Center in 
Gerrardstown, W.Va. We gave the 
optic high marks for long-range 
use, our only complaint being the 
lack of numerical yardage marks 
on the parallax focus knob.

In our opinion, the Sightron SIIISS 
10-50X 60 mm LRFCH scope’s opti-
cal quality, magni� cation range and 
competitive price should make it 
appealing to avid target shooters, 
varminters and airgun competitors.

FFormed in 1993 as an glass, zeroable target-type wind-

SIGHTRON SIIISS 
10-50X 60 MM LRFCH

SIGHTRON 
SIIISS 10-50X 60 MM LRFCH
IMPORTER: SIGHTRON, 100 JEFFREY WAY, 

SUITE A, YOUNGSVILLE, N.C.  27596, 
USA, (800) 867-7512,  
SIGHTRON.COM

MODEL NO.: 25139
MODEL NAME: SIIISS1050X60LRFCH
MAGNIFICATION AND OBJECTIVE: 

10-50X 60 MM

FINISH: MATTE-BLACK ANODIZING 
FIELD OF VIEW (FT. @ 100 YDS.):  

9.6 FT. (19X),  2.2 FT. (50X)
EYE RELIEF: 4.5" (10X), 3.8" (50X) 
EXIT PUPIL:  6 MM (10X), 1.2 MM (50X)  
CLICK VALUE: 0.125 M.O.A. 
WINDAGE AND ELEVATION ADJUSTMENT 

RANGE:  50 M.O.A. EACH

M.O.A. PER REVOLUTION: 10
MIN. FOCUS: 13 YDS.
RETICLE: FINE CROSSHAIR

LENGTH: 16.9"
WEIGHT: 30 OZS.
FEATURES: 30 MM TUBE, FAST-FOCUS 

EYEPIECE, TARGET-TYPE WINDAGE AND 
ELEVATION TURRETS, PARALLAX FOCUSING 
KNOB, EXACTRAC CLICK ADJUSTMENT 
SYSTEM, ZACT-7 COATINGS, SIGHTRON 
LIFETIME LIMITED WARRANTY

ACCESSORIES: LENS CAPS, LENS CLOTH, 
ALLEN WRENCH, OWNER’S MANUAL 

OPTIONS: 3" LENS SHADE

SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE: $1,361

The Sightron´s oversize target tur-
rets feature waterproof caps and 
etched markings.

 "G-Men Tribute Thompson" a working Thompson semi-automatic 
Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Daytime Telephone No. (______)

 MasterCard    AMEX    Discover

America Remembers®

10226 Timber Ridge Drive c Ashland, Virginia 23005
www.americaremembers.com

To place your reservation call toll-free 1-800-682-2291

® Presents

Caliber: .45 ACP      Barrel length: 16½”    Edition Limit: 750

J. Edgar Hoover, the driving force behind the 
F.B.I., with a Thompson.

   The left side features a detailed portrait of
   J. Edgar Hoover, along with a depiction of his signature. 
To this day, J. Edgar Hoover stands as the most recognized G-Man in history. Also featured 
is a decorative gold banner and artwork depicting two agents apprehending a suspect.

The right side of the receiver features three agents posing with their Thompsons next to their vehicle. Next to the
banner that reads “A Tribute to G-Men,” three agents pose with their Thompsons. Throughout the legacy of
Hollywood fi lms, the G-Men have been dramatically portrayed, infl uencing America’s collective imaginations of the
Gangster Era. Also on the right, J. Edgar Hoover aims a Thompson. The addition of the Thompson turned the tide in the

Bureau’s fi ght against organized crime. The Tribute’s richly polished walnut stock has “The G-Men” laser-etched on both sides.
All artwork is elegantly detailed in 24-karat gold and nickel.



America Remembers® Presents

The John Wayne Patriotic Tribute Revolver
“I am an old-fashioned,
honest-to-goodness, 
flag waving 
patriot.”
– John Wayne John Wayne was an American legend who never missed the

opportunity to share his love for America. He was a staunch
American who wasn’t afraid to speak up and show his
unwavering support for our great nation. If you asked him about
freedom, he’d say it was our most valuable national resource.
The U.S. government recognized his commitment to the nation

with two of the country’s highest civilian decorations: the Congressional
Gold Medal and the Presidential Medal of Freedom. 

John Wayne’s love for America was legendary around the world. In
fact, to much of the world, John Wayne was a symbol of America. As our
unofficial ambassador, he perfectly captured that uniquely American mix
of individuality, strength, and pride that makes our country so great.

� A Handsome Patriotic Salute �Caliber: 
.357 Magnum

Capacity: 
7 Round

Barrel Length: 6”

While countless screenwriters have been responsible for some of his characters’ most
memorable lines, Duke had his own way with words when it came to talking about national
pride. There weren’t many people who could speak so well from the heart and say so
clearly what it meant to be an American. The featured John Wayne quote on the left side of
the barrel is, “America is the land of freedom and that’s the way I enjoy living.” 

Along the barrel, classic quotes from John Wayne are featured. The John Wayne quote
on the right says, “Sure I wave the American flag. Do you know a better flag to
wave?” John Wayne stood up for America and supported our country and leaders even
in the most difficult times. His boldness inspired and encouraged many Americans and
it’s this unending love of country we honor today with this handsome Tribute. 
JOHN WAYNE, , DUKE, THE DUKE, and           are the exclusive trademarks of, and the John
Wayne name, image, likeness and voice, and all other related indicia are the intellectual property of, John Wayne Enterprises,
LLC. © 2013 John Wayne Enterprises, LLC. All rights reserved. www.johnwayne.com

I wish to reserve ___ of the “John Wayne Patriotic Tribute Revolver”, at the
introductory issue price of $2,495.* My deposit of $195 per revolver is enclosed. 
I wish to pay the balance at the rate of $100 per month, no interest or carrying
charges. Certificate of Authenticity included. Thirty-day return privilege.
� Check enclosed for $ .
� Charge payment of $ to:   � VISA  � MasterCard  � AMEX  � Discover  

No. Exp.

Display Case
� I wish to reserve the optional, luxuriously lined, custom-made display case with locking 

glass lid. My payment of $149* is enclosed or add to credit card. To place your reservation toll-free call 1-800-682-2291

America Remembers®
10226 Timber Ridge Drive � Ashland, Virginia  23005

www.americaremembers.com

Name 

Address 

City/State/Zip 

Telephone ( ) 

*All orders are subject to acceptance and credit verification prior to shipment. Shipping
and handling will be added to each order. Virginia residents please add sales tax.

America Remembers, with authorization from John Wayne Enterprises, is proud to
announce the John Wayne Patriotic Tribute Revolver. This handsome firearm was created
to honor John Wayne’s dedication and unwavering love for the United States of America,
and features patriotic artwork honoring the USA with stirring quotes from John Wayne. The
Tribute is issued on a Smith & Wesson Model 686 Plus Revolver in caliber .357 Magnum.
This popular 7-shot stainless steel revolver is handsomely decorated to honor the USA and
the legendary John Wayne. Each Tribute revolver is decorated in stunning 24-karat gold
with blackened patinaed highlights by craftsmen commissioned by America Remembers.

This handsome Tribute also includes highly-polished custom rosewood finger-grooved
grips which perfectly complement the handsome artwork on this powerful stainless steel
revolver. Both sides of the revolver feature John Wayne’s legendary Red River “D” brand,
images of John Wayne as a cowboy, and John Wayne’s signature.

Secure Your John Wayne Tribute Today
Only 2,500 Tribute revolvers will ever be produced and they are available only from

America Remembers. Act quickly to guarantee your place in this edition. The revolver
comes with our 30-day guarantee of satisfaction. If for any reason you are not completely
satisfied with your Tribute, you may return it in original, unfired condition within 30 days
for a complete refund. We will arrange delivery of your working revolver through a licensed
firearms dealer of your choice. Your Tribute will be individually numbered and shipped
with a matching numbered Certificate of Authenticity.

The John Wayne Patriotic Tribute
Revolver will stand as a tribute to the
legacy of a Hollywood legend, as well as
a constant reminder to never take our
nation for granted. As John Wayne once
said, “My hope and prayer is that
everyone know and love our country
for what she really is and what she
stands for.” America is still the greatest
nation on earth, and like John Wayne, we
need to remain proud supporters of our
country.

Display Case Available
An optional, luxuriously lined, custom-built, wooden

display case is available for purchase.
©AHL, Inc.
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springfield’s 9 mm luger xd-s

Springfield Xd-S 9 mm
Manufacturer: HS Produkt,  

Mirka Bogovica 7,  
47000 karlovac, croatia

IMporter: SPringfield arMory, inc. 
(dePt. ar),  
420 W. Main St., 
geneSeo, il 61254;  
(800) 680-6866; 
WWW.SPringfieldarMory.coM

calIber: 9 MM luger

actIon type: recoil-oPerated,  
SeMi-autoMatic center-fire PiStol

fraMe: glaSS-reinforced PolyMer

barrel: 3.3" Steel,  
Melonite finiSHed

rIflIng: Six-groove, 1:10" rH tWiSt

MagazIne: Seven-round detacHaBle 
StainleSS Steel Box

SIghtS: dovetailed, red fiBer-oPtic PoSt 
front; dovetailed, Serrated Steel 
u-cHannel WHite-dot rear

trIgger: douBle-action-only; 
6-lB., 11-oz. Pull

overall length: 6.34"
WIdth: 1.09"
heIght: 4.4"
WeIght: 22.6 ozS.  

(WitH eMPty Seven-round Magazine)
acceSSorIeS: oWner’S Manual,  

lock, carry caSe, HolSter,  
Magazine carrier, Magazine loader, 
SPare Seven-round Magazine

SuggeSted retaIl prIce: $599 
(teSted); $669 Bi-tone

cross-hatched. Because of differences 
in cartridge dimensions, there are 
obvious dimensional differences in 
the magazines. The .45 ACP is 1.260" 
deep by 0.56" wide, while the 9 mm 
is 1.375" deep and 0.56" wide. If they 
are built on the same frame, how is 
it that the 9 mm magazine doesn't 
wobble? Springfield molded in two 
tapered lugs to the inside rear face of 
the magazine well, spacers if you will, 
that take up 0.261" but leave plenty 
of room for debris to pass by them. 
Magazine height is the same, but 
the 9 mm accepts seven rounds, as 
opposed to five with the .45 ACP. The 
stainless steel magazine body has 
the Springfield logo on its front and 
witness holes on either side marked 
from “2” to “7” for the seven-rounder. 
Each gun comes with two seven-
round magazines, and extended 
nine-round-capacity magazines are 
available. The latter has a collar that 
mates with the contour of the grip 
frame and, when installed, takes the 
gun’s overall height from 4.4" to 5.31". 
Magazines are ejected with authority, 
although molded into the bottom of 
the frame and the top of the collar are 
recesses on both sides that give the 
shooter enough purchase to rip one 
free if necessary. In my more than 400 
rounds through the gun, it wasn’t.

If you have the top-selling, award-
winning .45 ACP hideout gun, why 
mess with success? And why a  
9 mm? In a word, recoil. The recoil 
energy is substantially less from the 
9 mm cartridge than for a 45 ACP. 
“The .45 [XD-S] is the most compact, 
shootable, micro-compact .45 that 
we’ve ever had,” said Leatham. “But, 
it’s not for everybody. Because a  
21-ounce .45—no matter how 
controllable it is—still has a lot of 
recoil, and some people want a few 
more rounds. So the elements that 
play into that is the 9 mm one has 
cheaper ammo, and it kicks a lot less 
and it holds two more shots.”

Doing the numbers on free recoil 
energy with fully loaded guns 
(remember, the more you shoot, the 
lighter a gun gets and the more recoil 
it produces) the 9 mm XD-S with a 

The 9 mm Luger 
XD-S is designed and 
fieldstrips exactly like 
the .45 ACP version. The 
longitudinal indention in 
the former´s magazine 
(below), however, 
distinguishes it from 
that of the latter. 

To go over the XD-S’s basic 
operation, it is a polymer-frame, 
recoil-operated, striker-fired 
semi-automatic pistol in which 
the striker is pre-cocked for 
most of its travel when the slide 
is cycled. Much of the trigger 
pull weight results from clearing 
the multiple safeties built into 
the design. There is no manual 
safety, but there is a grip safety 
in the backstrap that must be 
depressed. There is also an 
articulated blade safety in the 
front face of the trigger that must 
be depressed in order for the 
trigger to move fully rearward. 
There is no cocking indicator, 
but there is a loaded-chamber 
indicator to the rear of the barrel 
on the slide’s top; if it protrudes 
at its front, a round is present.

Sights are dovetailed into the 
front and rear of the slide, and 
the front is a red fiber-optic pipe, 
while the rear has two white dots. 
The front of the rear sight base 
is proud, allowing it to be used 
to retract the slide against a hard 
surface in an emergency. 

Positioned on the frame at 
the rear of the trigger guard, the 
magazine release is bilateral. Its 
face angles forward slightly and is 

Jim Wisniewski

Pilot and Outdoorsman

 

 

Expert Preferred
YOUR WORLD, IN FOCUS

The professionals 

trust Claroxan 

to maintain and support 

their eyesight.*

hundreds of different outfi tters across North 

America and all over the world. In his spare 
time Jim likes to do a bit of hunting himself, 
be it going around New Mexico to hunt deer, 
antelope and elk or heading to Montana to 
hunt mule deer. He even likes to go north of 
the border to hunt bear in Canada.
 
We caught up with Jim recently to talk about 
his success with Claroxan – the once-daily 
tablet for healthy eyes.* This is what he had 
to say:

“In my 50’s I noticed some changes in my 

vision and I was looking for something to 

help with my visual acuity.  I happened to 

come across Claroxan and decided I should 

give it a try. 

Boy was that a good decision! That 

was about 10 years ago. I am still taking 

Claroxan daily to this day. I am retired and 

want to enjoy the things that I like to do, 

such as hunting, fi shing and traveling and 

I still fi nd that Claroxan helps me maintain 

my eyesight and I credit this supplement for 

my good vision at 69 years old.”*

Regards,

Jim Wisniewski - Angel Fire, NM

I take Claroxan and feel like I have 

extraordinary speed and 

crispness in my periph-

eral vision, which 

allows me to instantly 

pick up and lock in on 

targets coming from all 

directions.* Claroxan 

gives me an edge where it counts. 

As a cop and competitive combat 

handgun shooter, I need to main-

tain excellent speed of 

vision. It allows me to 

scan a fi eld of tar-

gets and make fast, 

accurate shots. A few 

seconds time over a 

full day of shooting can 

be the difference between victory 

and second place. That’s why I take 

Claroxan.

Acute vision and hand-eye coordina-

tion are so important in Sporting Clays 

and FITASC. Claroxan has 

helped me keep my eyes 

healthy and my vision 

strong.* It is basi-

cally a necessity to 

me at this level. I can 

attribute my success of 

strong, healthy vision to Claroxan.

After taking Claroxan for a few 

weeks my vision seemed crisp and 

clear.* I could pick up on 

moving objects (like 

clay pigeons) very 

fast. I stayed on 

the program and in 

2006 I won my fi rst 

trap championship in  

 a decade. 

Bret Erickson, 4-Time U.S. Olympian

Robert Vogel, Law Enforcement Officer

Brian DuQuesnay, Team USA Member

Ed Arrighi,  National Helice Champ

advertisement
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9 mm? In a word, recoil. The recoil 
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shootable, micro-compact .45 that 

it’s not for everybody. Because a  
21-ounce .45—no matter how 
controllable it is—still has a lot of 

more rounds. So the elements that 
play into that is the 9 mm one has 

and it holds two more shots.”

energy with fully loaded guns 
(remember, the more you shoot, the 

it produces) the 9 mm XD-S with a 

Jim Wisniewski

Pilot and Outdoorsman

 *These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA. This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

855.594.4101   CLAROXAN.COM  

855.594.4101   CLAROXAN.COM  

The Outdoor Connection

Expert Preferred
YOUR WORLD, IN FOCUS

Former pilot and current outdoorsman takes 
Claroxan for healthy eyesight*

The professionals 

trust Claroxan 

to maintain and support 

their eyesight.*

Jim Wisniewski is a 69-year-old New 
Mexico resident and faithful Claroxan 
user. Jim has held several jobs that require 
attention to detail and strong, crisp vision. 
He has served in the military, worked for the 
FAA and was a law enforcement aviator and 
wildlife offi cer with the Florida Fish and 

Wildlife Conservation Commission. 

Jim’s career in aviation and the outdoors 
started in the 1960’s when he became an air 
traffi c controller in the US Air Force. Being 

an air traffi c controller is considered one of 

the most stressful jobs, but Jim handled it 
smoothly for 20 years. He worked the tower 
and radar control at Tampa International 
Airport (TPA) for 11 of those 20 years in 
ATC.

After stepping away from his role as an 
air traffi c controller, Jim became a game 

warden with the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission. He fl ew some 

light fi xed wing aircraft and spent the 

majority of his time fl ying the Bell 206 Jet 

Ranger, doing a variety of things, such as: 
law enforcement duties, animal and wild-
life surveying and controlled burns. 

These days Jim and his son work with 
a Kansas based outfi t called Outdoor 

Connection. They broker hunting trips with 

hundreds of different outfi tters across North 

America and all over the world. In his spare 
time Jim likes to do a bit of hunting himself, 
be it going around New Mexico to hunt deer, 
antelope and elk or heading to Montana to 
hunt mule deer. He even likes to go north of 
the border to hunt bear in Canada.
 
We caught up with Jim recently to talk about 
his success with Claroxan – the once-daily 
tablet for healthy eyes.* This is what he had 
to say:

“In my 50’s I noticed some changes in my 

vision and I was looking for something to 

help with my visual acuity.  I happened to 

come across Claroxan and decided I should 

give it a try. 

Boy was that a good decision! That 

was about 10 years ago. I am still taking 

Claroxan daily to this day. I am retired and 

want to enjoy the things that I like to do, 

such as hunting, fi shing and traveling and 

I still fi nd that Claroxan helps me maintain 

my eyesight and I credit this supplement for 

my good vision at 69 years old.”*

Regards,

Jim Wisniewski - Angel Fire, NM

I take Claroxan and feel like I have 

extraordinary speed and 

crispness in my periph-

eral vision, which 

allows me to instantly 

pick up and lock in on 

targets coming from all 

directions.* Claroxan 

gives me an edge where it counts. 

As a cop and competitive combat 

handgun shooter, I need to main-

tain excellent speed of 

vision. It allows me to 

scan a fi eld of tar-

gets and make fast, 

accurate shots. A few 

seconds time over a 

full day of shooting can 

be the difference between victory 

and second place. That’s why I take 

Claroxan.

Acute vision and hand-eye coordina-

tion are so important in Sporting Clays 

and FITASC. Claroxan has 

helped me keep my eyes 

healthy and my vision 

strong.* It is basi-

cally a necessity to 

me at this level. I can 

attribute my success of 

strong, healthy vision to Claroxan.

After taking Claroxan for a few 

weeks my vision seemed crisp and 

clear.* I could pick up on 

moving objects (like 

clay pigeons) very 

fast. I stayed on 

the program and in 

2006 I won my fi rst 

trap championship in  

 a decade. 

Bret Erickson, 4-Time U.S. Olympian

Robert Vogel, Law Enforcement Officer

Brian DuQuesnay, Team USA Member

Ed Arrighi,  National Helice Champ
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124-gr. 9 mm Luger at 1050 f.p.s. 
produces a recoil impulse of  
0.58 lb.-seconds and free recoil 
energy of 3.36 ft.-lbs., while a 230-gr. 
.45 ACP at 850 f.p.s. delivers a recoil 
impulse of 0.87 lb.-seconds and free 
recoil energy of 7.53 ft.-lbs. That is a 
substantial reduction out of what is 
essentially the same platform. The 
cost? The 9 mm load generates 303 
ft.-lbs. of energy at the muzzle, while 
the .45 ACP comes in at 369 ft.-lbs. 
I do not want to become embroiled 
in the 9 mm vs. .45 debate, but this 
is merely to demonstrate that those 
less willing to tolerate or effectively 
use a .45 may find the recoil reduc-
tion an attractive option.

As I commented to Leatham, 
I’ve shot the .45 quite a lot, 
and compared to the .45, the 
9 mm version is much more 

shooter-friendly. Function fir-
ing and accuracy testing on the 
range—during which there were 
no malfunctions—backed that up. 
The sample gun’s trigger aver-
aged 6 lbs., 11 ozs. for 10 pulls, 
and best results were achieved 
with a deliberate, smooth draw. 
Trying to stage the trigger is dif-
ficult as it is carrying out three 
separate mechanical operations.

Pairs come quickly, and the time 
back onto target for follow up shots 
was demonstrably less than with 
the .45. “That’s the biggest thing, if 
you have somebody that just doesn’t 
like the all the recoil of the .45, there 
it is,” said Leatham. “It’s the same 
small package, holds a couple more 
rounds and doesn’t kick.” That, 
succinctly, sums up the 9 mm Luger 
version of Springfield’s XD-S. 

SHOOTING RESULTS (7 YDS.)
9 mm Luger 
Cartridge

VeL. @ 15'
(f.p.s.)

energy
(ft.-Lbs.)

group size in inChes
smaLLest Largest aVerage

ameriCan eagLe  
147-gr. fmJ-fp

947 Avg.
7 Sd

293 1.28 1.96 1.57

hornady Cd no. 90236 
135-gr. fL

1018 Avg. 
16 Sd

311 1.23 2.43 1.67

WinChester pdX1  
124-gr. bJhp +p

1149 Avg.
7 Sd

363 1.53 2.81 1.98

aVerage eXtreme spread 1.74

NOTES: AccurAcy rESulTS bASEd ON fivE cONSEcuTivE, fivE-ShOT grOupS AT 7 ydS. 
ThE hANdguN wAS firEd frOm A SOlid bENch ANd SANdbAgS. vElOciTiES wErE mEASurEd wiTh 
AN OEhlEr mOdEl 43 chrONOgrAph wiTh ThE firST ScrEEN SET AT 5 fT. TEmpErATurE: 64° f. 
humidiTy 68%. AbbrEviATiONS: bJhp (bONdEd JAckETEd hOllOw-pOiNT), cd (criTicAl duTy), 
fl (flExlOck), fmJ-fp (full mETAl JAckET flAT-pOiNT), Sd (STANdArd dEviATiON).

While the XD-S in 9 mm Luger 
is dimensionally nearly identical 
to its .45 ACP stablemate, the 
smaller-caliber gun's barrel 
(l.) has a correspondingly 
smaller bore, leaving a greater 
amount of wall thickness and an 
incrementally greater amount of 
weight. Except for the area with 
the takedown lever, the 9 mm 
Luger XD-S frame is less than 
1" in width (bottom).

springfield’s 9 mm luger xd-s

Chiappa   

Looking for Italian style  
and quality in an 

affordable  
reproduction handgun?  
Chiappa delivers both  

at a price that won’t  
make you flinch. 

True and faithful 
reproductions of the 

originals, the Chiappa M9 
and 1911-22 are perfect 

for cost-effective practice. 
Spend hours - not minutes 

honing your shooting 
skills or just having fun.

www.MKSChiappa.com

Check ‘em out today  
and see if you can resist 

the temptation to  
take one home! 

See your local  
gun dealer today!
See your local 
gun dealer today!

Looking for Italian style 
and quality in an 

gun dealer today!

 
ADVERTISEMENT

10.2 
Million

2010

11.6 
Million

2011

12.6 
Million

2012

Tempe, Ariz. – Identity thieves are 

If you don’t think it can happen 
 There were over 

1 No matter how cautious you are, 

Identity Theft Victims1

Criminals will attempt to open new 

Arizona company fights back with 
 An industry-

†

 Marvin Davis, chief marketing officer, 
summarizes LifeLock service this way, 
“The technology is very sophisticated, 
but the member experience isn’t 
complicated at all. People can enroll in just 
a few minutes. When we find something 
suspicious, we send an alert. Then we get 
to the bottom of the cause to help stop 
the fraud before there’s any damage.” 
 When you think about the threat of 
identity theft to your financial and credit 
well-being, you want the most professional 
help you can get. LifeLock provides 
millions of members with the protection, 
convenience and confidence they want. 
And they protect your identity in ways you 
simply cannot protect yourself.
 Begin protecting your identity 
today. To enroll or learn more, contact 
LifeLock at 1-800-LifeLock (543-3562) 
or visit LifeLock.com. Readers of this 
article are eligible for a 60-day money 
back guarantee* and a 10% discount 
for as long as you maintain your 
membership. And if you become a victim 
of identity theft while a LifeLock member, 
LifeLock will spend up to $1 million to hire 
experts to help your recovery.‡
 
 

Promo Code: AR13

1-800-LifeLock  |  LifeLock.com

Enrollment takes just minutes.  
Use the promo code below to receive  
10% off LifeLock identity theft 

protection with a 60-day money 
back guarantee.*

continued from p. 106



shooter-friendly. Function fir-
ing and accuracy testing on the 
range—during which there were 
no malfunctions—backed that up. 
The sample gun’s trigger aver-
aged 6 lbs., 11 ozs. for 10 pulls, 
and best results were achieved 
with a deliberate, smooth draw. 
Trying to stage the trigger is dif-
ficult as it is carrying out three 
separate mechanical operations.

Pairs come quickly, and the time 
back onto target for follow up shots 
was demonstrably less than with 
the .45. “That’s the biggest thing, if 

it is,” said Leatham. “It’s the same 

rounds and doesn’t kick.” That, 
succinctly, sums up the 9 mm Luger 
version of Springfield’s XD-S. 

SHOOTING RESULTS (7 YDS.)
9 mm Luger 
Cartridge

VeL. @ 15'
(f.p.s.)

energy
(ft.-Lbs.)

group size in inChes
smaLLest Largest a

ameriCan eagLe  
147-gr. fmJ-fp

947 Avg.
7 Sd

293 1.28 1.96 1.57

hornady Cd no. 90236 
135-gr. fL

1018 Avg. 
16 Sd

311 1.23 2.43 1.67

WinChester pdX1  
124-gr. bJhp +p

1149 Avg.
7 Sd

363 1.53 2.81 1.98

aVerage eXtreme spread 1.74

NOTES: AccurAcy rESulTS bASEd ON fivE cONSEcuTivE, fivE-ShOT grOupS AT 7 ydS. 
ThE hANdguN wAS firEd frOm A SOlid bENch ANd SANdbAgS. vElOciTiES wErE mEASurEd wiTh 
AN OEhlEr mOdEl 43 chrONOgrAph wiTh ThE firST ScrEEN SET AT 5 fT. TEmpErATurE: 64° f. 
humidiTy 68%. AbbrEviATiONS: bJhp (bONdEd JAckETEd hOllOw-pOiNT), cd (criTicAl duTy), 
fl (flExlOck), fmJ-fp (full mETAl JAckET flAT-pOiNT), Sd (STANdArd dEviATiON).

smaller-caliber gun's barrel 
(l.) has a correspondingly 

1" in width (bottom).

Identity theft up 3 years in a row. 
Over 12 million U.S. victims!
Leader in identity theft protection fights back with comprehensive service and special offers.

†Network does not cover all transactions and scope may vary.

‡The benefits under the Service Guarantee are provided under a Master Insurance Policy underwritten by State National Insurance Company. As this is only a summary please see the 
actual policy for applicable terms and restrictions at LifeLock.com.

NRA member dues or contributions are not used for this promotion, program or any other related expenses.

*If you’re not completely satisfied within your 60-day risk-free period, just call 1-800-LifeLock to receive a full refund of your purchase. Offer is for new LifeLock members only.

1. “How Consumers can Protect Against Identity Fraudsters in 2013”, Javelin Strategy & Research. February 2013. 
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 Tempe, Ariz. – Identity thieves are 
equal opportunity criminals. They don’t 
care who you are or what you do. If they 
gain access to your personal information 
they can wreak havoc on your finances, 
your credit and your good name. 
 If you don’t think it can happen 
to you, think again. There were over 
12.6 million identity theft victims in 2012 
alone.1 No matter how cautious you are, 
your information is all over the place. One 
hack or one lost company laptop could 
expose your information from financial 
institutions, medical facilities, government 
and private organizations.
 

Identity Theft Victims1

  
 Criminals will attempt to open new 
accounts and make purchase after 
purchase in your name. That could include 
everything from a new phone to a nice 
new car – even a mortgage. 
 Arizona company fights back with 
leading-edge protection. An industry-
leading defender of your personally 
identifying information can be found with 
LifeLock, the Arizona company that uses a 
far reaching array of advanced technology 
to constantly monitor billions of data 
points to stay at the very forefront of 
identity theft protection.†

 Marvin Davis, chief marketing officer, 
summarizes LifeLock service this way, 
“The technology is very sophisticated, 
but the member experience isn’t 
complicated at all. People can enroll in just 
a few minutes. When we find something 
suspicious, we send an alert. Then we get 
to the bottom of the cause to help stop 
the fraud before there’s any damage.” 
 When you think about the threat of 
identity theft to your financial and credit 
well-being, you want the most professional 
help you can get. LifeLock provides 
millions of members with the protection, 
convenience and confidence they want. 
And they protect your identity in ways you 
simply cannot protect yourself.
 Begin protecting your identity 
today. To enroll or learn more, contact 
LifeLock at 1-800-LifeLock (543-3562) 
or visit LifeLock.com. Readers of this 
article are eligible for a 60-day money 
back guarantee* and a 10% discount 
for as long as you maintain your 
membership. And if you become a victim 
of identity theft while a LifeLock member, 
LifeLock will spend up to $1 million to hire 
experts to help your recovery.‡
 
 

Promo Code: AR13

1-800-LifeLock  |  LifeLock.com

Enrollment takes just minutes.  
Use the promo code below to receive  
10% off LifeLock identity theft 

protection with a 60-day money 
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alarm guns could still be sold 
over the counter, and they saw an 
opportunity. While Wonisch was on 
the engineering and � nance side, 
P� aumer handled marketing and 
promotion, and he is a man who 
understood branding. Align your 
product with a powerful brand, 
and your odds of success are much 
higher. Remember the previous 
reference to Sherlock Holmes? 
P� aumer tracked down the descen-
dents of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, 
and licensed the � ctional detec-
tive’s name to go with a blank-� ring 
revolver inside a book-shaped 
package, together with a magnify-
ing glass. For each set sold, 25 cents 
would go to the family, and the 
pattern for a business model was 
established. That was in 1979, the 
same year Wonisch had the idea to 
build a blank-only version of the 
PPK, the Reck PK800.

Another big break came 
when the Berlin Wall came down. 
In those formerly communist 
nations, � rearms were prohib-
ited, but air and alarm guns could 
be purchased over the counter. 

The Umarex business model of 

In many ways, Walther Arms/Umarex 
is still selling the dream. Due to its 
partnerships with Colt, H&K and 

IWI, there are versions of some of the 
most desirable fi rearms in the world 
that fi re the humble—and sadly almost 
unobtainable these days —.22 Long 
Rifl e cartridge. The Uzi .22 Carbine for 
example, has a folding stock and a 
shroud around its 16" barrel, giving the 
appearance of the suppressed subma-
chine gun. The H&K MP5 A5 and MP5 
SD look and feel like the submachine 
guns used by special forces around the 
world, but of course they are merely 
semi-automatic .22s. Want the same 
carbine used by SEAL Team Six to take 
down Bin Laden? Well you can’t have it. 
But you can have the HK 416 D145RS in 

I have evaluated several of the .22s 

— MARK A. KEEFE, IV

Replicating Success
continued on p. 112

continued from p. 68
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alarm guns could still be sold 
over the counter, and they saw an 
opportunity. While Wonisch was on 
the engineering and � nance side, 
P� aumer handled marketing and 
promotion, and he is a man who 
understood branding. Align your 
product with a powerful brand, 

higher. Remember the previous 
reference to Sherlock Holmes? 

dents of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, 
and licensed the � ctional detec-

revolver inside a book-shaped 
package, together with a magnify-

would go to the family, and the 
pattern for a business model was 
established. That was in 1979, the 
same year Wonisch had the idea to 
build a blank-only version of the 
PPK, the Reck PK800.

Another big break came 
when the Berlin Wall came down. 
In those formerly communist 
nations, � rearms were prohib-
ited, but air and alarm guns could 
be purchased over the counter. 

One industry veteran described 
stores in the former East Bloc 
as crammed and as garish as 
“Radio Shack, except for � lled 
with airguns and alarm pistols.” 
And they sold, and sold well. How 
well? Enough for P� aumer and 
Wonisch to purchase the � rst name 
in German � rearms, the � nancially 
struggling Carl Walther, which they 
did to the shock of many in the � re-
arm industry in 1993.

The Umarex business model of 
licensing and partnering is a fas-
cinating and extremely successful 
one. Why compete with a company 
when you can partner with it? It 
began with realistic-looking and 
-feeling replicas and airguns, and 
Umarex has currently or has had 
licensing arrangements with a 
who’s who of gunmaking, includ-
ing Beretta, Colt, FN Browning 
Hammerli (now owned by PW), 
H&R, H&K, IWI, Magnum Research, 
Mauser, Ruger, S&W and, of course, 
Carl Walther (before purchasing it). 
As the leading maker of replicas, 
Umarex makes and sells airguns, air 

Iis still selling the dream. Due to its 
partnerships with Colt, H&K and 

IWI, there are versions of some of the 
most desirable fi rearms in the world 
that fi re the humble—and sadly almost 
unobtainable these days —.22 Long 
Rifl e cartridge. The Uzi .22 Carbine for 
example, has a folding stock and a 
shroud around its 16" barrel, giving the 
appearance of the suppressed subma-
chine gun. The H&K MP5 A5 and MP5 
SD look and feel like the submachine 

world, but of course they are merely 
semi-automatic .22s. Want the same 
carbine used by SEAL Team Six to take 

But you can have the HK 416 D145RS in 

.22, which is made using the dimensions 
and the name under license.

I have evaluated several of the .22s 
made by Umarex in Arnsberg, including 
the Colt Government Model .22 pistol 
and the Uzi .22 Carbine in both these 
pages and on “American Rifl eman 
Television.” They use a mix of materials, 
steel where needed, aluminum, die-cast 
metal or polymer in others. With both 
of those models as well as the MP5 A5 
.22, the magazines were extremely well 
designed, and the guns worked fl aw-
lessly. And they were fun to shoot. While 
the Colt, H&K and IWI .22s are sold by 
Walther Arms, Umarex also makes a 
semi-automatic .22 Beretta ARX carbine 
and the S&W M&P .22 pistol.

— MARK A. KEEFE, IV

Replicating Success
continued on p. 112
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soft guns, paintball guns and even 
offers a line of “Tactical Rimfires”—
firearm replicas of other firearms 
(see p. 110), including a .22 replica 
of its own PPK/S.

Pick Two, Any Two
I elected to pick only two of 

the guns offered by Walther Arms 
to add some empty brass to what 
was starting to look wholly like a 
company history story. Those guns 
are the PPK/S .22 made in Arnsberg 
and the PPQ M2 in .40 S&W made 
in Ulm, as they represent two of the 
almost incongruous paths taken by 
Walther today. One of the company 
mantras is Franz Kafka’s “Paths are 
made by walking.” And indeed 
there are two distinct paths repre-
sented here. The fun of recreational 
shooting with the .22 and the seri-
ous business of a sidearm designed 
for law enforcement use and per-
sonal protection with the .40 S&W. 

The nickel-plated PPK/S .22 
follows the layout of the original, 
but it is rendered a mix of materi-
als. Umarex’s engineers use steel, 
aluminum, die-cast metal and 
polymer; a common theme in all 
their guns. For example, the slide 
is polished aluminum yet the actual 
breechblock dovetailed and pinned 
into it is steel. The frame is polished 
die-cast metal, which gives the gun 
a weight—24 ozs.—similar to its 
center-fire cousin. The frame’s rear 
has the more generous beavertail 
contour that protects the web of the 
shooter’s hand from the recoiling 
slide. The barrel in the blowback-
operated pistol is fixed, and like the 
original, acts as the recoil spring 
guide. The barrel is a thin rifled liner 
surrounded by a steel shroud that is 
pinned into place. A decocker is on 
the slide’s left rear, and depressing 
it drops the hammer and moves a 
block between it and the rear of the 
firing pin.

The double-action-trigger pull 
was noteworthy in that it was 14 lbs., 
2 ozs. In its defense, it was consis-
tent all the way through its travel 
with no stacking. Who am I kidding? 
It was still 14 lbs. The single-action 

-

I visited the Arnsberg factory 

An evolutionary gun, the PPQ 

The polymer frame has the heav-
-

continued on p. 114
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soft guns, paintball guns and even 

firearm replicas of other firearms 
(see p. 110), including a .22 replica 
of its own PPK/S.

Pick Two, Any Two
I elected to pick only two of 

the guns offered by Walther Arms 
to add some empty brass to what 
was starting to look wholly like a 
company history story. Those guns 

and the PPQ M2 in .40 S&W made 
in Ulm, as they represent two of the 
almost incongruous paths taken by 

mantras is Franz Kafka’s “Paths are 
made by walking.” And indeed 
there are two distinct paths repre-

shooting with the .22 and the seri-

for law enforcement use and per-
sonal protection with the .40 S&W. 

The nickel-plated PPK/S .22 
follows the layout of the original, 
but it is rendered a mix of materi-
als. Umarex’s engineers use steel, 
aluminum, die-cast metal and 
polymer; a common theme in all 
their guns. For example, the slide 
is polished aluminum yet the actual 

into it is steel. The frame is polished 
die-cast metal, which gives the gun 
a weight—24 ozs.—similar to its 
center-fire cousin. The frame’s rear 
has the more generous beavertail 
contour that protects the web of the 
shooter’s hand from the recoiling 
slide. The barrel in the blowback-

original, acts as the recoil spring 

pinned into place. A decocker is on 
the slide’s left rear, and depressing 
it drops the hammer and moves a 
block between it and the rear of the 
firing pin.

The double-action-trigger pull 

2 ozs. In its defense, it was consis-
tent all the way through its travel 

It was still 14 lbs. The single-action 

pull at 3 lbs., 8 ozs., was much bet-
ter, and that is how the accuracy 
testing and most function firing 
were conducted. Based on that of 
the P22 pistol (and discontinued 
G22 bullpup carbine), the magazine 
holds 10 rounds of .22 Long Rifle 
and is one of the best features of the 
design. In more than 700 rounds of 
testing for accuracy and function 
firing, there were three failures to 
fire, all ammunition-based as firing 
pin hits were clean and consistent.

I visited the Arnsberg factory 
as these guns were rolling off the 
line. From the outside, it appears 
to be the very epitome of mod-
ern, industrialized Germany. Not 
only did it look like a plant that 
makes medical machinery, but it 
was clean enough that there could 
have been an operating room next 
to the rifling machines. I watched 
the rifling of barrels, CNC machin-
ing, quality control operations and 
assembly of the guns, and saw the 
government proofhouse where 
each and every firearm is proofed. 
This is the gun that I fired far more 
than was requisite. It sells the 
dream of Bond’s pistol, but is an 
affordable delight to shoot. 

An evolutionary gun, the PPQ 
draws the majority of its design 
features from the P99—a gun that 
was one of the best by far in its 
generation—but there have been 
improvements and updates to the 
P99. There were enough changes 
from even the latest P99s for the 
American market to warrant a name 
change to PPQ M2. The style and 
location of the magazine release 
(which is reversible) for example, 
has moved from the paddles on the 
trigger guard to the frame.

The polymer frame has the heav-
ily stippled grip with interchange-
able backstraps of the P99 D, and 
there is an integral accessory rail on 
the dust cover. There are generous 
and useful grasping grooves cut on 
both the front and rear of the slide, 
and the long bilateral slide lock of 
the P99 has been retained. There 
are two drop safeties as well as a 

continued on p. 114
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passive firing pin safety. Lock-up 
of the recoil-operated pistol is of 
the Browning linkless style, and the 
recoil spring and its guide are in the 
familiar location under the barrel. 
Disassembly is like that of the P99.  

The trigger has an articulated 
blade safety within its front face, 
much like the PPS and P99QA 
(Quick Action), and the striker is 
pre-cocked. The PPQ’s trigger pull 
length (0.4") and weight are the 
same for each shot, but the dis-
tance the trigger must be released 
before the striker resets is quite 
short—the manual states 0.10" —so 
the shooter never needs to release 
the trigger its full length of travel. 
Pull weight is 5 lbs., 2 ozs., but 
the length of travel and reset are 
reduced so dramatically that the 
PPQ has perhaps the finest trig-
ger of its type. It even has its own 
name, Quick Defense.

The PPQ is offered in 9 mm Luger 
or .40 S&W with 4" or 5" barrels. 
There is even a Navy Tactical model, 
in the event your duty gun ends up 
in the drink a lot. On the range, the 
4.1"-barreled .40 S&W shot well with 
no malfunctions, was ergonomically 
excellent and demonstrated that 
this pistol has a bright future among 
American pistol buyers. 

Another Day
It appears that the company 

kept in the public eye by a fictional 
secret agent is poised for a much 
bigger and more aggressive pres-
ence in the United States, and the 
new guns introduced by Walther 
Arms are sure a sign of that. But 
the Bond tie still remains strong, 
despite anti-gun rants by some of 
the actors who have portrayed him. 
I attended Wulf-Heinz Pflaumer’s 
70th birthday party last year in 
Arnsberg, and part of the celebra-
tion was a personal video birthday 
message from none other than 
Bond number six, Pierce Brosnan. 
Oh, and the PPK in actor Daniel 
Craig’s hands in lobby cutouts for 
the movie “Skyfall”? It wasn’t a 
firearm at all, but a replica made 
by … you guessed it, Umarex.

continued from p. 113
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.45-cal. MAC 10 and three maga-
zines. I had never fired one before. 
We arrived at the mansion and 
started to clear the home. My part-
ner cycled a shell into his 14" 870, 
and I put the safety on the MAC, 
inserted a magazine and pulled the 
bolt to the rear. It didn’t catch. So 
there I was, holding the bolt back 
with 30 rounds on standby. “Mike,” I 
whispered to my partner, “Take the 
magazine out of this thing.” He did 
and, after a quick study, I discovered 
that you cannot cock the bolt on a 
MAC 10 with the safety engaged. 
Who knew? Guess that shows you 
should do some training with a sys-
tem before using it operationally.

The FBI finally adopted, in my 
opinion, what was at that time 
the finest submachine gun in the 
world, the Heckler & Koch MP5. We 
had already had experience with 
the short version of this gun, the 
Kurtz, and the SD, the suppressed 
model. The Bureau acquired the 
single-fire model, the SFA2, as well 
as the selective-fire version. The 
gun was accurate, reliable and 
easy to fire. The gun’s one draw-
back was it didn’t lock open after 
the last round. To help overcome 
this, 9 mm tracer ammunition was 
made available to some SWAT 
team members who wished to add 
them to the bottom of their maga-
zines as an advanced warning that 
they were about to go dry.

In 1994, the FBI adopted a new 
model of the H&K, the MP5/10A2, in 
10 mm Auto. It used the same  
“10 mm light” load as the Smith & 
Wesson Model 1076 pistol as the 
gun was not designed for the full-
power 10 mm round. This model 
has since been pretty well removed 
from the field, and the AR family—
M16s and M4s—have replaced it as 
an entry weapon. This changeover 
to Gene Stoner’s baby didn’t come 
easily. As mentioned previously, it 
was thought that the 5.56x45 mm 
NATO had too much range and 
penetration for urban use. It took a 
lot of testing to convince the powers 
that be otherwise.

continued on p. 116
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Special Agent Bob Taubert, then 
assigned to the unit responsible 
for training the FBI’s � eld SWAT 
teams, pushed for the change. When 
I talked with him recently, he gave 
full credit for the initial push to two 
Southwestern law of� cers, cousins 
Jack and Rick Furr. They, in turn, 
give credit to Clint Smith of Thun-
der Ranch fame, who was an early 
proponent of the AR as an entry 
weapon. Taubert � nally convinced 
the Firearms Training Unit to test 
the ballistic performance of the .223 
Rem. against the two SMG rounds 
then in use, the 9 mm Luger 147-gr. 
JHP and the 10 mm 180-gr. JHP. 
Ballistic Research Facility personnel 
ran the rounds through the com-
plete FBI protocol. When the smoke 
cleared, it was apparent that the 
.223 Rem. rounds penetrated less 
than the handgun cartridges. Except 
for the longer range of a missed 
round, the AR system was found to 
be a safer and more effective round 
to use in close-quarter combat.

The switch from submachine 
guns to the M16 and M4 was then 
rapid and complete. The MP5 in 
both calibers was replaced both 
in training and in the � eld. Today, 
new agents in training at Quantico 
use M4s with “iron” sights and 
modi� ed to � re semi-automatic 

only. In the � eld, investigative 
agents use an M4 made by Rock 
River Arms with an adjustable-
length stock, EOTech sight on a 
Dominator mount with a SureFire 
M73 light. The ri� es are semi-
automatic only. The � eld SWAT 
teams are using mostly Colt M4s 
capable of both semi- and full-
automatic � re with PLR1 lights by 
Streamlight. A very few MP5s in 
either 9 mm or 10 mm are still out 
there but are seldom put into oper-
ation, and new agents in training at 
the FBI Academy, Quantico, are no 
longer trained on the system.

The Bureau often follows techni-
cal developments of the military, 
even more so in its SWAT teams. It 
will be interesting to witness their 
changes in arms in the future. 

NOTE: The author is a retired 31-year 
law-enforcement veteran with more 
than 20 years with the FBI. He spent 
more than half of that time as an 
instructor at the FBI Academy at 
Quantico, Va., teaching � rearms, 
arrest techniques and street survival. 
His opinions in this article are not 
necessarily those of the FBI. 
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The FBI devised a stop plate for 
its issue Remington Model 870s 
(above) that is still in use. The fi rst 
FBI pump shotgun was the Reming-
ton Model 31 (below).
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prevent dementia by improving hearing!
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only. In the field, investigative 
agents use an M4 made by Rock 
River Arms with an adjustable-
length stock, EOTech sight on a 
Dominator mount with a SureFire 
M73 light. The rifles are semi- 
automatic only. The field SWAT 
teams are using mostly Colt M4s 
capable of both semi- and full-
automatic fire with PLR1 lights by 
Streamlight. A very few MP5s in 
either 9 mm or 10 mm are still out 

the FBI Academy, Quantico, are no 
longer trained on the system.

cal developments of the military, 
even more so in its SWAT teams. It 
will be interesting to witness their 
changes in arms in the future. 

Note: 
law-enforcement veteran with more 
than 20 years with the FBI. He spent 
more than half of that time as an 
instructor at the FBI Academy at 
Quantico, Va., teaching firearms, 

His opinions in this article are not 
necessarily those of the FBI.

The FBI devised a stop plate for 
its issue Remington Model 870s 
(above) that is still in use. The first 

ton Model 31 (below).

    

Reported by J. Page

     Chicago: Board-certiÀed physician 

Dr. S. Cherukuri has done it once again 

with his newest invention of a medical 

grade ALL DIGITAL affordable 

hearing aid.  

     This new digital hearing aid is packed 

with all the features of $3,000 competi-
tors at a mere fraction of the cost. Now, 

most people with hearing loss are able 

to enjoy crystal clear, natural sound—

in a crowd, on the phone, in the wind 

—without suffering through “whis-

tling” and annoying background noise.

New Digital Hearing Aid Out-
performs the Expensive Ones

     This sleek, lightweight, fully pro-
grammed hearing aid is the outgrowth of 

the digital revolution that is changing our 

world. While demand for “all things digi-
tal” caused most prices to plunge (con-
sider DVD players and computers, which 

originally sold for upwards of $3,000 

and today can be purchased for less then 

$100), yet the cost of all digital medical 

hearing aids remained out of reach. 
     Dr. Cherukuri knew that many of his  
patients would beneÀt but couldn’t afford 

the expense of these new digital hearing 

aids, which are generally not covered  
by Medicare and most private health 

insurance. 

Amazing new digital hearing aid breaks price barrier in affordability

Proudly assembled in the USA
from Domestic & Imported Components. 

For The Lowest Price Plus  
Free Shipping Call Today

800-873-0541
Phone Lines Open  

24 Hours EVERY DAY

www.MDHearingAid.com/NU37

Use Ofer Code NU37 to get 
FREE Batteries for a Full Year!

45 DAY 
RISK FREE 
TRIAL

100% 
money back  
guarantee

A study by Johns Hopkins and National Institute on Aging researchers  
suggests older individuals with hearing loss are significantly more likely  
to develop dementia over time than those who retain their hearing. They  
suggest that an intervention—such as a hearing aid—could delay or  
prevent dementia by improving hearing!

Can a hearing aid delay or prevent dementia?

 Chicago Doctor Invents 
Affordable Hearing Aid

3  Doctor and Audiologist  

designed, Mini behind-the-ear 

open-¿t digital hearing aid

3  Small Size and thin tubing for a 

nearly invisible pro¿le

3  Multiple channels and bands to 

provide precise ampli¿cation 

of the human voice without 

background noise

3  Wide dynamic range compres-

sion to amplify soft sounds and 

dampen loud sounds

3 Feedback Cancellation to  

eliminate whistling

3  Advanced noise reduction to 

make speech clearer

3  3 programs and volume dial  

to accommodate the most 

common types of hearing loss 

even in challenging listening 

environments

3  Telecoil mode for improved  

use with compatible  

telephones, iPhones®, (and 

other cellphones), and looped  

environments (churches, etc.)

     He evaluated all the high priced  

digital hearing aids on the market,  

broke them down to their base  

components, and then created his own 

affordable version—called the AIR for 

its virtually invisible, lightweight  

appearance.

Afordable Digital Technology
     Experience all the sounds you’ve been 

missing at a price you can afford. This 

doctor-approved hearing aid comes 

with a full year’s supply of long-life 

batteries. It delivers crisp, clear sound 

all day long and the soft Áexible ear 

buds are so comfortable you won’t 

realize you’re wearing them. Using 

advanced digital technology, the AIR 

automatically adjusts to your listening 

environment—prioritizing speech and 

de-emphasizing background noise. 

Try It Yourself At Home 
With Our 45 Day Risk-Free Trial 

     Of course, hearing is believing and we  
invite you to try it for yourself with our 

RISK-FREE 45-day home trial. If you are 

not completely satisÀed, simply return it 

within that time period for a full refund of 

your purchase price. 

“Satisfied Buyers Agree AIR Is Best Digital Value”
“I am hearing things I didn’t know I was missing. Really amazing. I’m wearing them 
all the time”  —Linda Irving, Indiana

“Almost work too well. I am a teacher and hearing much better now”  
—Lillian Barden, California

“I have used many expensive hearing aids, some over $5,000. The Airs have greatly 
improved my enjoyment of  life”  —Som Y., Michigan

“I would definitely recommend them to my patients with hearing loss”   
—Amy S., Audiologist, Munster, Indiana
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“It was like a stock market crash,” said Dauphin County Com-

Then, just two weeks from opening its doors on Feb. 2, 

When it was cancelled, the dates for future years became 

“The NRA heard from many exhibitors and members who 

The Great American Outdoor Show will maintain hunt-

And “better” does not end with guns. The NRA plans to 

“It’s a win-win-win,” said Weaver. “The Pennsylvania com-

At press time, the NRA is only a month into selling booth 

“I’m more pumped than ever,” said Lakosky. “Harrisburg has 

The Show

The famed Eastern Sports and Outdoor Show, held in 
Harrisburg, Pa., returns in 2014 to the Pennsylvania 
Farm Show Complex and Expo Center Feb. 1-9 with 

several important changes: It’s now called the Great American 
Outdoor Show, the National Rifl e Association will produce it, 
and the show will feature more guns, gear and activities than 
ever before.

Here’s how it all happened. In January 2013, three weeks 
before the nation’s largest hunting, fi shing, shooting and camp-
ing show opened, its British-owned producer, Reed Exhibitions, 
banned the sale or display of AR-style rifl es. But gun-owning 
sportsmen—including most show vendors—were already 
weary from being blamed by the liberal media in the wake of 
the Newtown massacre and decided to make a stand. Cabela’s 
was the fi rst to offi  cially withdraw from the show. 

“Due to recent changes made by Reed Exhibitions regarding 
the Eastern Sports and Outdoor Show, Cabela’s will no longer 
sponsor this year’s event,” said the retail giant’s Facebook post.

The fl oodgates opened and soon hundreds of vendors, 
sponsors and guest celebrities jumped ship. In an act of solidar-
ity for the Second Amendment, even local “Harrisburg Show” 
regulars such as Lancaster Archery Supply rallied. Mom-and-
pop shops and Western outfi tters whose yearly economic 

success is often made or broken in central Pennsylvania did not 
hesitate to put their morals before their money. In an attempt 
to quell the rebellion, Reed announced the show was post-
poned indefi nitely and threatened forfeiture of vendor depos-
its. But the foreign company failed to understand the American 
outdoor community’s resolve. 

Outdoor TV personalities Lee and Tiff any Lakosky of “The 
Crush,” who have attended the show for a decade, publicly 
withdrew. 

“We purchase a huge amount of inventory for Harrisburg 
and ended up sitting on a lot of it, and there are many vendors 
in the same situation,” said Lee Lakosky. Then the NRA dropped 
the bomb.

“Due to Reed Exhibitions’ refusal to reconsider their deci-
sion to ban modern sporting rifl es … the NRA has decided 
to withdraw from the show,” read the release. “We called on 
Reed Exhibitions to reconsider their decision; unfortunately 
they steadfastly refused to do so. As a result, the NRA will not 
be participating in the upcoming show in Harrisburg or in any 
other shows hosted by Reed Exhibitions that maintain this 
policy.” The full-fl edged boycott was on.

National headlines read, “Nation’s Largest Outdoor Show 
Crumbles After No ‘Modern Sporting Rifl es’ Policy Implemented.” 

The ShowThe Show
Goes On

The legendary Harrisburg sports show has a new name and producer: The NRA. And now 
America’s best outdoor show will be bigger—and better—than ever.

By Jeff  Johnston
Executive Editor, American Hunter

The outdoor community will be pouring into the new Great American Outdoor Show to see new guns and gear and plan hunting trips with out� tters. 
(Opposite page) NRA memberships will be available at the show; the latest � shing gear will reel in � shermen of all stripes; the entertainment will be 
top-notch with country concerts and banquets planned; with more than 500 exhibitors, attendees will be able to scope out the latest in optics and guns.
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Adding to the gloom, the Harrisburg Regional Chamber and 
Capital Region Economic Development Corp. chimed in, esti-
mating the no-show would cause the local economy to take 
an $80 million hit.

“It was like a stock market crash,” said Dauphin County Com-
missioner Jeff Haste. “Our own economy took a crash right there.”

Then, just two weeks from opening its doors on Feb. 2, 
Reed cancelled the 60-year-old Harrisburg show. And there 
was nothing anyone could do … until 2014.

When it was cancelled, the dates for future years became 
available. Through an extensive process, the NRA was select-
ed over 18 other companies by the Pennsylvania Department 
of Agriculture (who owns the venue site) to produce a sports 
show on the same dates. Due to the NRA’s experience exhib-
iting 50-plus shows per year around the country (including 
30 years of vending at the Harrisburg show) and producing 
the epically successful NRA Annual Meetings & Exhibits, the 
NRA presented a vision for the show to propel it to national 
event status as the largest sport show in the country. After all, 
the 300-mile area around Harrisburg is home to 900,000 NRA 
members, and Pennsylvania boasts more licensed hunters 
than any other state. “The NRA’s deep-rooted heritage in the 
outdoor lifestyle makes this partnership a perfect fit,” said 
then-NRA President David Keene. “Large crowd expected” is 
an understatement.

“The NRA heard from many exhibitors and members who 
expressed disappointment and were looking for answers,” 
said NRA General Operations Executive Director Kyle Weaver. 
“We saw an opportunity to attract a national audience and to 
showcase NRA’s vast menu of programs, services and informa-
tional seminars to attendees.”

The Great American Outdoor Show will maintain hunt-
ing, fishing, archery, camping and boating sections, but will 
greatly expand the presence of firearms and accessories. 

And “better” does not end with guns. The NRA plans to 
assimilate its many brands and divisions to put on a nine-day 
festival of outdoor sports fun for all who enjoy the outdoor 
lifestyle—not just NRA members. Kids will get their kicks in 
the pond casting competition, airgun and archery ranges 
and Airsoft games. All attendees can enjoy special presenta-
tions from top-tier outdoor celebrities, game-calling com-
petitions, gun-safety programs and game cooking seminars. 
Evening activities include dinner banquets and country 
music concerts. 

“It’s a win-win-win,” said Weaver. “The Pennsylvania com-
munity gets an economic shot in the arm; show attendees 
benefit from great deals on boats, RVs, gear and the hunting 
or fishing trip of a lifetime and, finally, because revenue gener-
ated from the show will support vital NRA programs with a 
portion of the profits going back into the region for projects 
supported by The NRA Foundation, our nation’s outdoor life-
style as a whole is strengthened.”

At press time, the NRA is only a month into selling booth 
space and already more than 500 exhibitors have committed. 
The new shooting sports hall, where attendees can check out 
thousands of guns—including AR-15s and others that are 
rightfully legal in America for hunting, recreation and self-
defense—is nearly sold out.

“I’m more pumped than ever,” said Lakosky. “Harrisburg has 
always been a great show, but with the public knowing that 
an organization that actually supports our rights now owns it, 
I’m betting it’ll be bigger than ever.”

And that’s the story, folks: NRA in, anti-gunners out and the 
show goes on.

For updated show schedules, activities and information on 
vending or attending, logon to greatamericanoutdoorshow.
com or call (866) 343-1805.

hesitate to put their morals before their money. In an attempt 
to quell the rebellion, Reed announced the show was post-
poned indefinitely and threatened forfeiture of vendor depos-

outdoor community’s resolve. 
Outdoor TV personalities Lee and Tiffany Lakosky of “The 

Crush,” who have attended the show for a decade, publicly 
withdrew. 

“We purchase a huge amount of inventory for Harrisburg 

the bomb.
“Due to Reed Exhibitions’ refusal to reconsider their deci-

sion to ban modern sporting rifles … the NRA has decided 
to withdraw from the show,” read the release. “We called on 
Reed Exhibitions to reconsider their decision; unfortunately 
they steadfastly refused to do so. As a result, the NRA will not 

other shows hosted by Reed Exhibitions that maintain this 
policy.” The full-fledged boycott was on.

National headlines read, “Nation’s Largest Outdoor Show 

America’s best outdoor show will be bigger—and better—than ever.

Executive Editor, 

The outdoor community will be pouring into the new Great American Outdoor Show to see new guns and gear and plan hunting trips with outfitters.  
(Opposite page) NRA memberships will be available at the show; the latest fishing gear will reel in fishermen of all stripes; the entertainment will be  
top-notch with country concerts and banquets planned; with more than 500 exhibitors, attendees will be able to scope out the latest in optics and guns.
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Earlier this year, as part of his unsuccessful attempt to rally 
the public for a ban on popular semi-automatic firearms, 
Vice President Joseph Biden offered his own brand of half-

baked advice on self-defense.
First, in a January 24 Google “hangout,” Biden dismissed 

the notion that people might want to defend themselves with 
semi-automatic firearms, stating, “A shotgun will keep you a lot 
safer, a double-barreled shotgun, than the assault weapon in 

somebody’s hands who doesn’t know how to use it, even one 
who does know how to use it. … You know, it’s harder to use an 
assault weapon to hit something than it is a shotgun.”

Then, during a February 19 Facebook “townhall,” Biden 
replied to a question from Parent magazine with bad advice 
that he claimed to employ at his home, remarking, “If you want 
to protect yourself, get a double-barreled shotgun. … As I told 
my wife … I said, ‘Jill, just walk out on the balcony here, walk 

out, put that double-barreled shotgun and fire 
two blasts. I promise you whoever’s coming in is 
not gonna.’”

At the time, the NRA warned that following 
Biden’s reckless advice would be illegal in most 
situations, not to mention dangerous both for 
the potential victim and for the general public. 
But despite our best efforts, at least one person 
claims to have taken Biden’s guidance to heart.

In July, it was reported by Portland, Oregon’s 
CBS affiliate KOIN that when a Vancouver, Wash., 
man was charged with illegally firing a shotgun 
into the air in an attempt to chase away people 
he thought were breaking into his vehicles, he 
blamed his actions on Biden’s recommendation.

When asked about his behavior, the man said, 
“I did what Joe Biden told me to do … I went 
outside and fired my shotgun in the air.” Biden’s 
pupil subsequently pleaded not guilty to one 
count of illegally aiming or discharging a firearm.

We hope that in the future Biden ceases to 
spread misinformation regarding self-defense, 
but we find that unlikely. For Biden, it appears, 
neither words nor shotguns need to be accurate.

Washington Man Charged for 
Following Biden’s Advice

n Wednesday, July 17, the U.S. 
House Appropriations Com-
mittee approved the Fiscal 

-

Prominent among the amendments 

The law under attack protects law 

Another anti-gun amendment, offered 

-

Pelosi and NEA Vice President Spew Nonsense and Hatred

Immediately following the 
defeat of the Manchin-
Toomey-Schumer back-

ground check amendment in 
April, there was no shortage 
of virulent speech from every 
corner of the gun control 
movement. But in more 
recent months, two anti-gun 
advocates have distinguished 
themselves as examples of 
just how low the gun prohibi-
tionists will sink.

In a July 19 press release 
that sought to exploit the 

anniversary of the tragedy 
in Aurora, Colo., to push gun 
control, House Minority 
Leader Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., 
stated, “We must uphold 
our oath to ‘protect and 
defend’ the constitution and 
all Americans by expanding 
background checks and keep-
ing dangerous firearms out of 
the wrong hands.”

As most Americans 
know, the Constitution was 
designed to ensure that the 
government does not attempt 

to unduly restrict our rights, 
including the right to keep 
and bear arms guaranteed 
by the Constitution’s Second 
Amendment. Clearly the 
Constitution and Bill of Rights 
needs support and defense 
against Pelosi’s illogical grand-
standing and anti-gun agenda.

Worse yet is the new 
self-appointed arbiter of the 
afterlife, National Education 
Association Vice President Lily 
Eskelsen Garcia. Speaking to 
3,000 “progressive activists” at 

this year’s Netroots Nation con-
ference, Garcia boldly declared 
a prophecy about the eternal 
destiny of NRA and Second 
Amendment supporters, and 
of politicians and lobbyists 
working to promote gun rights: 
“I’m not an ordained minister; 
I’m not a theologian, but these 
guys are going to hell.”

We’re not theologians, 
either, but it’s pretty obvious 
to us that Hell hath no fury 
like an anti-gunner spurned 
in a vote.

days a year
we fight to defend your freedom.

Vice President Joe Biden offered some bad, and potentially dangerous, advice at a February 
2013 townhall-style meeting regarding defending your home with a shotgun.
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somebody’s hands who doesn’t know how to use it, even one 

assault weapon to hit something than it is a shotgun.”
Then, during a February 19 Facebook “townhall,” Biden 

replied to a question from Parent magazine with bad advice 

to protect yourself, get a double-barreled shotgun. … As I told 
my wife … I said, ‘Jill, just walk out on the balcony here, walk 

out, put that double-barreled shotgun and fire 

not gonna.’”
At the time, the NRA warned that following 

Biden’s reckless advice would be illegal in most 
situations, not to mention dangerous both for 
the potential victim and for the general public. 
But despite our best efforts, at least one person 
claims to have taken Biden’s guidance to heart.

In July, it was reported by Portland, Oregon’s 

man was charged with illegally firing a shotgun 
into the air in an attempt to chase away people 
he thought were breaking into his vehicles, he 

“I did what Joe Biden told me to do … I went 
outside and fired my shotgun in the air.” Biden’s 
pupil subsequently pleaded not guilty to one 

We hope that in the future Biden ceases to 
spread misinformation regarding self-defense, 
but we find that unlikely. For Biden, it appears, 

NRA Wins Important Appropriations 
Victories in Congress

On Wednesday, July 17, the U.S. 
House Appropriations Com-
mittee approved the Fiscal 

Year 2014 Commerce, Justice, Science 
Appropriations bill following several 
votes on amendments of consequence 
to gun owners. While other issues gar-
nered attention, NRA-ILA was hard at 
work defending protections against the 
federal abuse of gun owners, and ensur-
ing new gun controls were defeated. 

Prominent among the amendments 
offered was a proposal by U.S. Rep. 
Barbara Lee, D-Calif., that would have 
deleted a nearly decade-old provision 
that protects against improper disclosure 
of confidential law enforcement records. 

The law under attack protects law 
enforcement officers and the public 
from the misuse of firearm trace data, 
by limiting the release of such data to 
legitimate law enforcement purposes. In 
2007, Fraternal Order of Police National 
President Chuck Canterbury rebuked 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg for attacking 
these protections, noting that “releasing 
sensitive information about pending 
cases can jeopardize the integrity of an 
investigation or even place the lives of 
undercover officers in danger.” Fortu-
nately, these important protections were 
preserved by a vote of 30 to 18.

Another anti-gun amendment, offered 
by Rep. Nita M. Lowey, D-N.Y., would have 
allowed the federal government to use 
secret government lists to deny people 
their Second Amendment rights. Often 
portrayed by gun controllers as anti-
terrorism legislation, in reality the mea-
sure would allow the federal government 
to circumvent the Fifth Amendment’s 
right to due process and bar people from 

owning guns based on secret evidence 
that they would have little or no recourse 
to dispute. Thankfully, this amendment 
was defeated 29 to 10.

There is good news on a pro-gun 
amendment successfully offered by Rep. 
John R. Carter, R-Texas, to end the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explo-
sives abuse of gun owners and dealers in 
the Southwest. Since 2010, dealers in the 
four states bordering Mexico have been 
required to report to BATFE the sale of two 
or more centerfire semi-automatic rifles, of 
greater than .22-cal. and capable of accept-
ing detachable magazines, to a single seller 
in a five-day period, in the same manner 
that’s been required for handguns since 
passage of the Gun Control Act of 1968. 
The policy subjects buyers of multiple rifles 
to de facto federal registration and creates 
a paperwork burden for the dealer. 

Further, as NRA has explained previ-
ously, this policy is an abuse of BATFE’s 
“demand letter” process, which allows 
the agency to query firearm dealer 
records in the course of a legitimate 
investigation. So far, the courts have 
proved unhelpful in correcting this mat-
ter, which makes this week’s vote even 
more important.

Unfortunately, this isn’t the end of the 
appropriations process, and the future of 
all these provisions remains uncertain. For 
now, however, the NRA thanks its allies 
on the Appropriations Committee for 
working to protect the rights of their con-
stituents and of gun owners everywhere. 
While such actions may not always garner 
national headlines, committee members 
can rest assured that NRA will remind our 
members of who did—and did not—
stand on the side of freedom.

Pelosi and NEA Vice President Spew Nonsense and Hatred

a prophecy about the eternal 
destiny of NRA and Second 
Amendment supporters, and 
of politicians and lobbyists 

“I’m not an ordained minister; 

guys are going to hell.”
We’re not theologians, 

either, but it’s pretty obvious 
to us that Hell hath no fury 
like an anti-gunner spurned 
in a vote.

IN MEMORY NRA-ILA 
CONTRIBUTIONS
(June 26-July 25, 2013)
Russell Taylor, Eskridge, KS (from Arlene 
Taylor); Richard Yancy, Baton Rouge, LA 
(from Susan Yancy); Arthur Rude, Victorville, 
CA (from Pamela Anne Rude); Mr. Russo, 
Roswell, NM (from Gayle Russo); Kenneth 
Goodwin, Anniston, AL (from Eva Goodwin); 
Claris Smith, Oldtown, ID (from Betty Smith); 
Edward Fronefield, Huntsville, AL (from 
Betty Fronefield); J. Hood Nichols, Jefferson 
City, TN (from Robert Bible, Jr., Almark Foods, 
Walter & Martha Hawk, The Moody Family, 
Charles & Carolyn Sutton, Alan & Nan Jones, 
The Employees of Nic’s Foods, Hugh Moser, III, 
Jerry & Mary Phillips, Carolyn Barclay, Mossy 
Creek Mining, LLC, Hugh & Roxanne Moser, 
John Snyder, and Gladys Haynes); Dexter 
Merry (from Mark & Kathy Martel and Smith-
field Sportsman’s Club, Inc.) Gene Vanover, 
Princeton, KY (from Robert Esters and Ron 
Sheeley); Gen. Earle “Norman” Flayderman, 
Fort Lauderdale, FL (from Maureen & Tom 
Brady and Eugene & Eleanor LaSota); Gary 
Lockridge, Spencerville, IN (from Pam & 
Roger Hoeppner); Hugh Thomas, Tucson, 
AZ (from Ron, Lee & John Fratturelli); George 
McCarthy, Fremont, IN; (from Don & Bob 
Walter); Zachary Hank Williamson, Big 
Spring, TX (from Susie & Buster Gartman); 
Ralph Reid, Sr., Waterville, WA; Robert 
Yearwood, Sr., Des Moines, WA (from B.J. 
Markel); James Smith (from Pryor & Sue 
Blackwell); Walt Pierce, Gilroy, CA (from 
Bill & Pam McSheehy and Ron Wilder); Ron 
Harrison, Clermont, GA (from Janet & Steve 
Schaeffer); Al Commerford (from Hamburg 
Rod & Gun Club); Bert Mosley and Michael 
Pedrotti, David West and William Dean Mills 
(from Charlotte Rifle & Pistol Club, Inc.); The 
Deceased Members of the Dundee Sports-
man’s Club (from Dundee Sportsman’s Club.) 

ILA CONTRIBUTIONS
(The following contributed $1,000 or more 
to the NRA Institute June 26-July 25, 2013.)
Aubrey Wamble, Shafter, CA; Elisha Hubbard, 
Jupiter, FL; Alwyn Browne, West Gardiner, ME; 
Albert Bostwick, Aiken, SC; John Chionchio, 
Hatboro, PA; David Pracon, Cromwell, CT; 
Lowell Plischke, Marydel, MD; Joe Hindes, 
Charlotte, TX; Richard Wall, Houston, TX; 
Becky Smith, Marietta, CA: Steven Roberts, 
Ely, MN; Max Linn, Sumner, NM; Charles 
Daniel, Mountain Brook, AL; Michael Eagan, 
Poynette, WI; Ronnie Moore, Pinetop, AZ; 
Chris Post, Anaheim, CA; Walter Pingno, 
Independence, LA; C.W. Cox, Jackson, TX; Don 
Findley, Lubbock, TX; Paul Darling, Wilmette, 
IL; James Ross, Rusk, TX; ORCA Assets GP, 
LLC, Houston, TX; Bravo Company, USA, Hart-
land, WI; Central Wisconsin Gun Collectors, 
Suring, WI; Maryland Gun Collectors Ass’n, 
Bel Air, MD; Cape Radiology Group, Cape 
Girardeau, MO; Brownells, Inc., Montezuma, 
IA; Davidson’s, Prescott, AZ; Tri Penn Tool 
Co., Inc., Girard, PA; Safari Club International 
Minnesota Chapter, Burnesville, MN; Univer-
sal Electric Company, Jesup, GA; Remington 
Arms/Freedom Group, Madison, NC. 

The NRA Institute for Legislative Action is the official lobbying arm of the NRA, 
and we’re committed to fighting for your Second Amendment rights in Congress, 
state legislatures and courtrooms across America. We never rest in our mission to 

guard your freedom, but our strength comes from you.

Please help NRA-ILA today by going to 

www.NRAILA.org/donate

365 days a year
we fight to defend your freedom.
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For hotel accommodations at the NRA Annual Meetings, visit

www.nraam.org

NRA headquarters: (703) 267-1000
INTERNET ADDRESS: www.nra.org

Member information & benefi ts 
MEMBERSHIP ACCOUNT INFORMATION: (877) 672-2000 

 The “NRA Regional Report,” a service for NRA members, appears in every issue of American Rifl eman, American Hunter and 
America’s st Freedom. The Regional Report is an up-to-date listing of NRA conducted and/or sponsored events scheduled 
in your region for the current month. Call to verify event dates and locations before traveling.

MEMBER SERVICE (800) 672-3888
NRAstore.com (888) 607-6007
MEMBER PROGRAMS
 Hertz Car Rental CDP# 166609 (800) 654-2200
 AVIS Car Rental AWD# A832100 (800) 225-7094
 NRA Endorsed Insurance Programs (877) 672-3006
 NRA Endorsed Prescription Plan (888) 436-3700
 NRA Endorsed Check Program (888) 331-6767
 NRA VISA Card (866) NRA-VISA
 NRA Real Estate/Relocation Services (800) 593-2526
 NRA Endorsed Moving Program
    North American Van Lines (800) 524-5533
    Allied Van Lines (800) 871-8864

INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
 Grassroots/Legislative Hotline (800) 392-8683

OFFICE OF ADVANCEMENT (877) NRA-GIVE

THE NRA FOUNDATION (800) 423-6894

PLANNED GIVING (800) 672-4521
EDDIE EAGLE GUNSAFE PROGRAM (800) 231-0752
FRIENDS OF NRA (703) 267-1342
WOMEN ON TARGET (800) 861-1166
REFUSE TO BE A VICTIM (800) 861-1166
INSTRUCTOR/COACH (703) 267-1500
COMPETITIVE SHOOTING (703) 267-1450
FIELD OPERATIONS/RANGES (877) 672-7264
GUN COLLECTOR PROGRAMS (703) 267-1604
NRA AFFILIATED CLUBS (800) NRA-CLUB
HUNTER SERVICES (703) 267-1500
LAW ENFORCEMENT (703) 267-1640
NATIONAL FIREARMS MUSEUM (703) 267-1600
EDUCATION & TRAINING (703) 267-1500
MEDIA RELATIONS (703) 267-1595
YOUTH PROGRAMS (703) 267-1505  
PROGRAM MATERIALS CENTER (800) 336-7402

BELLEVILLE, IL
Belle-Claire Expo, Egyptian Collectors Ass’n 
(618) 545-0785

SAINT CLOUD, MN
National Guard Armory, Bowers Gun Show 
(218) 845-2530

CHIPPEWA FALLS, WI
Northern Wisconsin State Fairgrounds, Indianhead 
Firearms Show (715) 289-5333

JANESVILLE, WI
Rock County Fairgrounds, Rock County Rifle & Pistol 
Club (608) 754-1911

VALENTINE, NE
Cherry County Fairgrounds, Valentine Lions Club 
(402) 322-0142

LIMA, OH
Lima Fairgrounds, Tri-State Gun Collectors 
(419) 647-0067

KALAMAZOO, MI
Kalamazoo Fairgrounds, Sport Show Promotions 
(517) 676-4160

EVANSVILLE, IN
Vanderburg 4-H Center, Central Indiana Gun Shows 
(765) 855-3836

TIPTON, IN
Tipton County Fairgrounds, Gun Collectors Ass’n of 
Indiana (765) 675-8456

COLUMBUS, OH*
Westland Mall, C&E Gun Shows (540) 953-0016

NILES, OH
Eastwood Mall Expo, Ohio Gun Shows (330) 539-4247

SHARONVILLE, OH
Sharonville Convention Center, Bill Goodman’s Gun 
& Knife Shows (502) 538-3900

MASSILLON, OH
Knights of Columbus, Stark Gun Collectors 
(330) 833-2483

WHEATON, IL
Dupage County Fairgrounds, Pioneer Valley 
Sportsmen (630) 365-2808

Dates and locations subject to change—contact the show before travelling. Discounted NRA membership sold through NRA recruiters. 
*Some shows may offer free admission for new membership and renewals. To become an NRA Recruiter call (703) 267-3772.

gunshows

PISTOL
WEEPING WATER, NE OCT. 5
EVANSVILLE, OH OCT. 5-6
CINCINNATI, OH OCT. 6

SMALLBORE RIFLE
BORDEN, IN OCT. 13
MARKLEVILLE, IN OCT. 27

HIGH POWER RIFLE
GRAND FORKS, ND OCT. 5
FREEDOM, IN OCT. 6
CHILLICOTHE, IL OCT.  19
CORNELL, IL OCT. 20
ZANESVILLE, OH OCT. 27

SILHOUETTE
FRIENDSHIP, IN OCT. 19-20
DANVILLE, IN OCT. 26

For more information, contact Tonia Forte at 
(703) 267-1466 or tforte@nrahq.org. For a complete 

listing, see www.shootingsportsusa.com.

areashoots

Whether you’re a hunter, competitive 
shooter or just a proud gun 

owner, Friends of NRA has something 
for everyone. The format is simple—
food, fun, family and fundraising! At 
every Friends of NRA banquet you’ll 
have the opportunity to participate in 
games, raffl  es, live and silent auctions, 
and more. You’ll also fi nd many unique 
items including limited edition fi rearms, 
wildlife art, jewelry and outdoor gear. 
To learn more about events in your area, 
visit www.friendsofnra.org, contact 
your local fi eld representative or call 
(800) 672-3888, ext. 1342. 

Central Region Director—Chad Franklin
(217) 536-6978; cfranklin@nrahq.org

Midwest Region Director—Tom Ulik
(507) 993-1824; tulik@nrahq.org

IA, NE—Tim Bacon
(515) 576-1285; tbacon@nrahq.org

Northern IL—Mike Huber
(815) 652-0033; mhuber@nrahq.org

Southern IL—Donald Higgs
(217) 496-6490; dhiggs@nrahq.org

IN—Craig Haggard
(317) 496-5381; chaggard@nrahq.org

MI—Allan Herman
(989) 686-3013; aherman@nrahq.org

MN—Scott Lembke
(218) 844-2000; slembke@nrahq.org

ND, SD—Clay Pederson
(701) 522-9622; cpederson@nrahq.org

Northern OH—Marc Peugeot
(419) 832-3171; mpeugeot@nrahq.org 

Southern OH—Dave Meszaros
(740) 868-8044; dmeszaros@nrahq.org

WI—Scott Taetsch
(715) 873-3360; staetsch@nrahq.org

LAW ENFORCEMENT
Training

Public and private offi  cers interested in 
becoming fi rearm instructors should 

attend one of NRA’s Law Enforcement 
Firearms Instructor Development Schools, 
designed to enhance the instructors’ 
fi rearm knowledge and handling skills, 
as well as prepare them to develop 
eff ective training programs, instruct 
in a professional manner, and conduct 
practical training exercises. Restricted to 
law enforcement offi  cers only.  

OCT. 14-18—OWATONNA, MN
(Patrol Rifle)

Contact Rudis Amaya (703) 267-1636 or 
ramaya@nrahq.org

TRAINING
Women’s Events

NRA Women on Target off ers safe, fun-
fi lled instructional shooting clinics. For 

more information please contact the clinic 
director listed or go to the NRA ISC website 
www.nrahq.org/women/isc/clinics.asp. 

OCT. 5—COMMERCE TWP, MI
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Pistol, Rifle, 
Shotgun, Muzzleloader, Archery)
Cal Kittinger (248) 354-4449

OCT. 5—WOOSTER, OH
Instructional Shooting Clinic 
(Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun)
Valerie Booth (330) 201-6457

OCT. 5—GAYLORD, MI
Instructional Shooting Clinic 
(Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun, Muzzleloader)
Kay Pagel (989) 858-0271

OCT. 12—GRAND RAPIDS, MI
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Pistol)
Barry Anderson (616) 240-1537

OCT. 12—MIDVALE, OH
Instructional Shooting Clinic 
(Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun, Archery) 
Kimberly Hobart (330) 206-5802

RA’s Refuse To Be A Victim program 
provides men and women with 

www.nrahq.org/rtbav, by 

(Seminar)
Heather Reeves (269) 350-4494

(Seminar)
Heather Reeves (269) 350-4494
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OCT. 5-6 BELLEVILLE, IL
Belle-Claire Expo, Egyptian Collectors Ass’n  
(618) 545-0785

OCT. 5-6 SAINT CLOUD, MN
National Guard Armory, Bowers Gun Show  
(218) 845-2530

OCT. 5-6 CHIPPEWA FALLS, WI
Northern Wisconsin State Fairgrounds, Indianhead 
Firearms Show (715) 289-5333

OCT. 5-6 JANESVILLE, WI
Rock County Fairgrounds, Rock County Rifle & Pistol 
Club (608) 754-1911

OCT. 5-6 VALENTINE, NE
Cherry County Fairgrounds, Valentine Lions Club 
(402) 322-0142

OCT. 5-6 LIMA, OH
Lima Fairgrounds, Tri-State Gun Collectors  
(419) 647-0067

OCT. 5-6 KALAMAZOO, MI
Kalamazoo Fairgrounds, Sport Show Promotions 
(517) 676-4160

OCT. 5-6 EVANSVILLE, IN
Vanderburg 4-H Center, Central Indiana Gun Shows 
(765) 855-3836

OCT. 5-6 TIPTON, IN
Tipton County Fairgrounds, Gun Collectors Ass’n of 
Indiana (765) 675-8456

OCT. 5-6 COLUMBUS, OH*
Westland Mall, C&E Gun Shows (540) 953-0016

OCT. 5-6 NILES, OH
Eastwood Mall Expo, Ohio Gun Shows (330) 539-4247

OCT. 5-6 SHARONVILLE, OH
Sharonville Convention Center, Bill Goodman’s Gun 
& Knife Shows (502) 538-3900

OCT. 5-6 MASSILLON, OH
Knights of Columbus, Stark Gun Collectors  
(330) 833-2483

OCT. 6 WHEATON, IL
Dupage County Fairgrounds, Pioneer Valley 
Sportsmen (630) 365-2808

OCT. 11-12 MENOMONIE, WI
Banquet Center, Bearing Arms Gun Show  
(715) 308-8772

OCT. 11-13 COUNCIL BLUFFS, IA
Westfair Fairgrounds, Kraus Promotions  
(563) 608-4401

OCT. 12  GLENMONT, IN
Glenmont Old School House, Glenmont 
Community Board (330) 377-4407

OCT. 12-13 FOND DU LAC, WI
Expo Center, Central Wisconsin Gun Collectors Ass’n 
(920) 833-6668

OCT. 12-13 MEDINA, OH
Medina Fairgrounds, Conrad & Dowdell Productions 
(330) 948-4400

OCT. 12-13 DAYTON, OH
Hara Arena, Bill Goodman’s Gun & Knife Shows  
(502) 538-3900

OCT. 12-13 FORT WAYNE, IN
Memorial Coliseum, CPI Shows (260) 483-6144

OCT. 13 HARRISON, MI
Harrison Sportsman’s Club, Harrison Sportsman’s 
Club (989) 539-1825

OCT. 18-20 TOMAH, WI
Monroe County Fairgrounds, Kraus Promotions  
(563) 608-4401

OCT. 18-20 VIROQUA, WI
Verno County Fairgrounds, Gun Buyer Gun Shows 
(608) 548-4867

OCT. 18-20 INDIANAPOLIS, IN
Indiana State Fairgrounds, World Class Gun Shows 
(405) 340-1333

OCT. 18-20 ELKHART, IN
RV & Motor Home Hall of Fame, Gun Slinger 
Promotions (260) 624-5996

OCT. 19-20 MARIETTA, OH
Comfort Inn, Front Sight Promotions (740) 667-0412

OCT. 19-20 MONTPELIER, OH
Williams County Fairgrounds, D&K Enterprises  
(419) 737-2801

OCT. 19-20 FERGUS FALLS, MN
National Guard Armory, Neigel Gun Shows  
(218) 736-2133

OCT. 19-20 MANSFIELD, OH
Richland County Fairgrounds, Heritage Gun Shows 
(330) 806-1110

OCT. 19-20 BEREA, OH
Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds, Ohio Gun Shows 
(330) 539-4247

OCT. 19-20 CRETE, NE
Fairgrounds 4-H Building, High Plains Shooter  
(402) 276-1391

OCT. 19-20 NAPER, NE
Naper Auditorium, Lee Cadawaller (402) 482-5652

OCT. 19-20 NORFOLK, NE
Norfolk City Auditorium, Northeast Nebraska 
Shooting Ass’n (402) 371-5520

OCT. 25-27 WATERLOO, IA
National Cattle Congress, Midwest Arms Collectors 
(660) 949-2311

OCT. 26 NAPPANEE, IN
Dutch Village Market, Northern Indiana Gun 
Collectors Ass’n (574) 936-4431

OCT. 26-27 EFFINGHAM, IL
Knights of Columbus, Egyptian Collectors Ass’n 
(618) 545-0785

OCT. 26-27 SAINT PAUL, MN
Minnesota State Fairgounds, Minnesota Weapons 
Collectors Ass’n Inc. (612) 721-8976

OCT. 26-27 MITCHELL, SD
Davison County Fairgrounds, Dakota Territory Gun 
Collectors Ass’n (701) 642-6970

OCT. 26-27 SALINE, MI
 Huron Gun Collectors (517) 605-0624

OCT. 26-27 SEYMOUR, IN
Indiana National Guard Armory, Tri-State Gun & 
Knife Shows (812) 521-9367

OCT. 26-27 CROWN POINT, IN
Lake County Fair, Central Indiana Gun Shows  
(765) 855-3836

Dates and locations subject to change—contact the show before travelling. Discounted NRA membership sold through NRA recruiters.  
*Some shows may offer free admission for new membership and renewals. To become an NRA Recruiter call (703) 267-3772.

gunshows

PISTOL
WEEPING WATER, NE OCT. 5
EVANSVILLE, OH OCT. 5-6
CINCINNATI, OH OCT. 6

SMALLBORE RIFLE
BORDEN, IN OCT. 13
MARKLEVILLE, IN OCT. 27

HIGH POWER RIFLE
GRAND FORKS, ND OCT. 5
FREEDOM, IN OCT. 6
CHILLICOTHE, IL OCT.  19
CORNELL, IL OCT. 20
ZANESVILLE, OH OCT. 27

SILHOUETTE
FRIENDSHIP, IN OCT. 19-20
DANVILLE, IN OCT. 26

For more information, contact Tonia Forte at  
(703) 267-1466 or tforte@nrahq.org. For a complete  

listing, see www.shootingsportsusa.com.

areashoots

TRAINING
Women’s Events

NRA Women on Target offers safe, fun-

www.nrahq.org/women/isc/clinics.asp. 

OCT. 5—COMMERCE TWP, MI
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Pistol, Rifle, 
Shotgun, Muzzleloader, Archery)
Cal Kittinger (248) 354-4449

OCT. 5—WOOSTER, OH
Instructional Shooting Clinic 
(Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun)
Valerie Booth (330) 201-6457

OCT. 5—GAYLORD, MI
Instructional Shooting Clinic 
(Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun, Muzzleloader)
Kay Pagel (989) 858-0271

OCT. 12—GRAND RAPIDS, MI
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Pistol)
Barry Anderson (616) 240-1537

OCT. 12—MIDVALE, OH
Instructional Shooting Clinic 
(Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun, Archery) 
Kimberly Hobart (330) 206-5802

Crime Prevention

NRA’s Refuse To Be A Victim program 
provides men and women with 

common-sense crime prevention and 
personal safety strategies. The most 
up-to-date schedule is available on the 
Internet at www.nrahq.org/rtbav, by 
e-mail at refuse@nrahq.org or by phone 
at (800) 861-1166.

OCT.  5—PROTAGE, MI
(Seminar)
Heather Reeves (269) 350-4494

OCT. 13—PROTAGE, MI
(Seminar)
Heather Reeves (269) 350-4494

OCT. 16—ANN ARBOR, MI
(Instructor Development Workshop)
Steven Reed (734) 761-5860

OCT. 19—LAKE VILLA, IL
(Seminar)
Michael Rioux (847) 603-1966

OCT. 19—MIDDLEBURG HEIGHTS, OH
(Seminar)
Timothy Stahlberg (216) 759-7600

OCT. 22—COLUMBUS, OH
(Seminar)
Aaron Mahan (614) 556-4446

OCT. 26—LAGRANGE, OH
(Seminar)
Roger Dorsey (440) 822-7241

OCT. 26—GROVERTOWN, IN
(Seminar)
Linda Gurgel (219) 308-5945

OCT. 26—MARYSVILLE, OH
(Seminar)
Judy Ormeroid (937) 578-4250
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For hotel accommodations at the NRA Annual Meetings, visit

www.nraam.org

NRA headquarters: (703) 267-1000
INTERNET ADDRESS: www.nra.org

Member information & benefi ts 
MEMBERSHIP ACCOUNT INFORMATION: (877) 672-2000 

 The “NRA Regional Report,” a service for NRA members, appears in every issue of American Rifl eman, American Hunter and 
America’s st Freedom. The Regional Report is an up-to-date listing of NRA conducted and/or sponsored events scheduled 
in your region for the current month. Call to verify event dates and locations before traveling.

MEMBER SERVICE (800) 672-3888
NRAstore.com (888) 607-6007
MEMBER PROGRAMS
 Hertz Car Rental CDP# 166609 (800) 654-2200
 AVIS Car Rental AWD# A832100 (800) 225-7094
 NRA Endorsed Insurance Programs (877) 672-3006
 NRA Endorsed Prescription Plan (888) 436-3700
 NRA Endorsed Check Program (888) 331-6767
 NRA VISA Card (866) NRA-VISA
 NRA Real Estate/Relocation Services (800) 593-2526
 NRA Endorsed Moving Program
    North American Van Lines (800) 524-5533
    Allied Van Lines (800) 871-8864

INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
 Grassroots/Legislative Hotline (800) 392-8683

OFFICE OF ADVANCEMENT (877) NRA-GIVE

THE NRA FOUNDATION (800) 423-6894

PLANNED GIVING (800) 672-4521
EDDIE EAGLE GUNSAFE PROGRAM (800) 231-0752
FRIENDS OF NRA (703) 267-1342
WOMEN ON TARGET (800) 861-1166
REFUSE TO BE A VICTIM (800) 861-1166
INSTRUCTOR/COACH (703) 267-1500
COMPETITIVE SHOOTING (703) 267-1450
FIELD OPERATIONS/RANGES (877) 672-7264
GUN COLLECTOR PROGRAMS (703) 267-1604
NRA AFFILIATED CLUBS (800) NRA-CLUB
HUNTER SERVICES (703) 267-1500
LAW ENFORCEMENT (703) 267-1640
NATIONAL FIREARMS MUSEUM (703) 267-1600
EDUCATION & TRAINING (703) 267-1500
MEDIA RELATIONS (703) 267-1595
YOUTH PROGRAMS (703) 267-1505  
PROGRAM MATERIALS CENTER (800) 336-7402

regional report  •  northeast

PISTOL
PRINCETON JUNCTION, NJ OCT. 12

SMALLBORE RIFLE
SOUTHINGTON, CT OCT. 12-13

HIGH POWER RIFLE
BRIDGEVILLE, DE OCT. 5
WESTFIELD, MA OCT. 6
MILLVILLE, NJ OCT. 6
PERU, NY OCT. 6
READING, PA OCT. 6
SCARBOROUGH, ME OCT. 20

SILHOUETTE
JACKSON, NJ OCT. 5
IRWIN, PA OCT. 5
NEW FREEDOM, PA OCT. 13
STATEN ISLAND, NY OCT. 19
SHIPPENSBURG, PA OCT. 19

For more information, contact Tonia Forte at 
(703) 267-1466 or tforte@nrahq.org. For a complete 

listing, see www.shootingsportsusa.com.

areashoots

Whether you’re a hunter, competitive 
shooter or just a proud gun 

owner, Friends of NRA has something 
for everyone. The format is simple—
food, fun, family and fundraising! At 
every Friends of NRA banquet you’ll 
have the opportunity to participate in 
games, raffl  es, live and silent auctions, 
and more. You’ll also fi nd many unique 
items including limited edition fi rearms, 

wildlife art, jewelry and outdoor gear. 
To learn more about events in your area, 
visit www.friendsofnra.org, contact 
your local fi eld representative or call 
(800) 672-3888, ext. 1342. 

Eastern Region Director—Bryan Hoover
(740) 297-4255; bhoover@nrahq.org

ME, VT, NH—Brian Smith
(207) 255-1000; bsmith@nrahq.org

Eastern PA, DE—Kory Enck
(717) 689-3200; kenck@nrahq.org

Western PA—Tom Baldrige
(724) 861-0447; tbaldrige@nrahq.org

Lower NY, NJ, MA, RI, CT—Louis Fico
(914) 337-0196; lfico@nrahq.org

NY—Jay Rusnock
(845) 298-7233; jrusnock@nrahq.org

TRAINING

Crime Prevention

NRA’s Refuse To Be A Victim program 
provides men and women with 

common-sense crime prevention and 
personal safety strategies. The most 
up-to-date schedule is available on the 
Internet at www.nrahq.org/rtbav, by 
e-mail at refuse@nrahq.org or by phone 
at (800) 861-1166.

OCT. 1—BRISTOL, CT
(Seminar)
Michael Ptaszynski (860) 582-4388

OCT. 12—ASHAWAY, RI
(Seminar)
Lyd Neugent (401) 377-8184

(Seminar)
Robert Magill (484) 548-0773

(Seminar)
Diana Sorrentino (908) 307-3750

(Seminar)
Joseph Izrael (845) 356-5018

RA Women on Target off ers safe, fun-
fi lled instructional shooting clinics. For 

. 

Instructional Shooting Clinic (Shotgun)
Lori Stohl (610) 261-9616

Instructional Shooting Clinic 
(Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun)
Denise Bergeron db3076@aol.com 
(no phone # available)

Instructional Shooting Clinic 
(Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun) 
Craig Poosikian (508) 240-2345

Instructional Shooting Clinic (Rifle)
Marilyn Cohen (516) 766-2239

Instructional Shooting Clinic (Pistol, Rifle) 
Abdul Gaibi (516) 586-8704

Instructional Shooting Clinic (Rifle) 
Bella Blair (631) 274-1340

LAW ENFORCEMENT

ublic and private offi  cers interested in 
becoming fi rearm instructors should 
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OCT. 5-6 PLYMOUTH, MA
South Shore Expo Center, Newmart Promotions 
(914) 248-1000

OCT. 5-6 OAKS, PA
Greater Philadelphia Expo Center, Eagle Arms 
Productions (610) 393-3047

OCT. 6 MOUNT BETHEL, PA
Mount Bethel Volunteer Fire Company, Harry 
Nasatka (610) 588-7538

OCT. 6 ALEXANDER, NY
Alexander Firehall, Niagara Frontier Gun Shows 
(716) 542-9929

OCT. 12-13 MANCHESTER, NH
Radisson Hotel, DiPrete Promotions (603) 225-3846

OCT. 12-13 WATERBURY, CT
Coco Key Hotel, Westchester Collectors  
(914) 248-1000

OCT. 12-13 GILBERTSVILLE, PA*
Gilbertsville Fire Hall, Commonwealth Target 
Company (570) 640-0144

OCT. 12-13 SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY
City Center, NEACA (518) 664-9743

OCT. 12-13 CARLISLE, PA
Carlisle Expo Center, Eagle Arms Productions 
(610) 393-3047

OCT. 12-13 HAMLIN, PA
Hamlin Bingo Hall, Jaeger Arms Promotions  
(570) 470-6404

OCT. 13 BABYLON, NY
American Legion Hall, North Eastern Arms 
Collectors Ass’n (631) 643-6347

OCT. 13 LISLE, NY
Lisle Fire Company, Midstate Arms Collectors  
(607) 748-1010

OCT. 19-20 ALLENTOWN, PA
Allentown Fairgrounds, Forks of the Delaware 
Historical Arms Society (610) 438-9006

OCT. 19-20 MCCONNELLSBURG, PA*
American Legion, Commonwealth Target Company 
(570) 640-0144

OCT. 19-20 BLOOMSBURG, PA
Bloomsburg Fairgrounds, Eagle Arms Productions 
(610) 393-3047

OCT. 19-20 AKRON, NY
Newstead Fire Department, Niagara Frontier Gun 
Shows (716) 542-9929

OCT. 26 PATTERSON, NY
Patterson Recreation Center, The Duffle Bag  
(845) 878-7106

OCT. 26-27 MONROEVILLE, PA*
Monroeville Convention Center, C&E Gun Shows 
(540) 953-0016

OCT. 26-27 WEST SPRINGFIELD, MA
Eastern States Exposition, Newmart Promotions 
(914) 248-1000

OCT. 26-27 YORK, PA
York Fairgrounds, Appalachian Promotions  
(717) 697-3088

OCT. 26-27 CALEDONIA, NY
JW Jones Hall, Niagara Frontier Gun Shows  
(716) 542-9929 

OCT. 26-27 WEST SPRINGFIELD, MA
Eastern States Exposition, Newmart Promotions 
(914) 248-1000

OCT. 26-27 FREWSBURG, NY
Fireman’s Social Hall, York Penn Shows (716) 569-6810

Dates and locations subject to change—contact the show before travelling. Discounted NRA membership sold through NRA 
recruiters. *Some shows may offer free admission for new membership and renewals. To become an NRA Recruiter call (703) 267-3772.

gunshows

PISTOL
PRINCETON JUNCTION, NJ OCT. 12

SMALLBORE RIFLE
SOUTHINGTON, CT OCT. 12-13

HIGH POWER RIFLE
BRIDGEVILLE, DE OCT. 5
WESTFIELD, MA OCT. 6
MILLVILLE, NJ OCT. 6
PERU, NY OCT. 6
READING, PA OCT. 6
SCARBOROUGH, ME OCT. 20

SILHOUETTE
JACKSON, NJ OCT. 5
IRWIN, PA OCT. 5
NEW FREEDOM, PA OCT. 13
STATEN ISLAND, NY OCT. 19
SHIPPENSBURG, PA OCT. 19

For more information, contact Tonia Forte at  
(703) 267-1466 or tforte@nrahq.org. For a complete  

listing, see www.shootingsportsusa.com.

areashoots

Western PA—Tom Baldrige
(724) 861-0447; tbaldrige@nrahq.org

Lower NY, NJ, MA, RI, CT—Louis Fico
(914) 337-0196; lfico@nrahq.org

NY—Jay Rusnock
(845) 298-7233; jrusnock@nrahq.org

TRAINING

Crime Prevention

NRA’s Refuse To Be A Victim program 
provides men and women with 

common-sense crime prevention and 
personal safety strategies. The most 
up-to-date schedule is available on the 
Internet at www.nrahq.org/rtbav, by 
e-mail at refuse@nrahq.org or by phone 
at (800) 861-1166.

OCT. 1—BRISTOL, CT
(Seminar)
Michael Ptaszynski (860) 582-4388

OCT. 12—ASHAWAY, RI
(Seminar)
Lyd Neugent (401) 377-8184

OCT. 19—EASTON, PA
(Seminar)
Robert Magill (484) 548-0773

OCT. 23—ALLENTOWN, PA
(Seminar)
Diana Sorrentino (908) 307-3750

OCT. 27—AIRMONT, NY
(Seminar)
Joseph Izrael (845) 356-5018

Women’s Events

NRA Women on Target offers safe, fun-
filled instructional shooting clinics. For 

more information please contact the clinic 
director listed or go to the NRA ISC website 
www.nrahq.org/women/isc/clinics.asp. 

OCT. 5—COPLAY, PA
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Shotgun)
Lori Stohl (610) 261-9616

OCT. 12—PELHAM, NH
Instructional Shooting Clinic 
(Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun)
Denise Bergeron db3076@aol.com 
(no phone # available)

OCT. 19—EASTHAM, MA
Instructional Shooting Clinic 
(Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun) 
Craig Poosikian (508) 240-2345

OCT. 19—UNIONDALE, NY 
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Rifle)
Marilyn Cohen (516) 766-2239

OCT. 20—UNIONDALE, NY
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Pistol, Rifle) 
Abdul Gaibi (516) 586-8704

OCT. 26—WEST BABYLON, NY 
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Rifle) 
Bella Blair (631) 274-1340

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Training

Public and private officers interested in 
becoming firearm instructors should 

attend one of NRA’s Law Enforcement 
Firearms Instructor Development Schools, 
designed to enhance the instructors’ 
firearm knowledge and handling skills, 
as well as prepare them to develop 
effective training programs, instruct 
in a professional manner, and conduct 
practical training exercises. Restricted to 
law enforcement officers only.

OCT. 7-11—MINERAL POINT, PA
(Tactical Shotgun)

OCT. 21-25—HARRISBURG, PA
(Patrol Rifle)

OCT. 28- NOV. 1—COLTS NECK, NJ
(Handgun/Shotgun)

Contact Mary Shine (703) 267-1628 or 
mshine@nrahq.org

Police Competition

NRA Police Pistol Combat competition 
is intended to be used as an 

extension of an officer’s training. See 
PPC Rulebook (Rule 2.4) for eligibility 
requirements.

OCT.  4-5—CHESTER, NY
(Approved)

OCT.  5—SCITUATE, RI
(Regional)

OCT.  5—DERBY, VT
(Approved)

OCT. 12—SEAFORD, DE
(Approved)

OCT. 12—LEBANON, PA
(Approved)

Contact Tiffany King (703) 267-1621 or 
tking@nrahq.org
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For hotel accommodations at the NRA Annual Meetings, visit

www.nraam.org

NRA headquarters: (703) 267-1000
INTERNET ADDRESS: www.nra.org

Member information & benefi ts 
MEMBERSHIP ACCOUNT INFORMATION: (877) 672-2000 

 The “NRA Regional Report,” a service for NRA members, appears in every issue of American Rifl eman, American Hunter and 
America’s st Freedom. The Regional Report is an up-to-date listing of NRA conducted and/or sponsored events scheduled 
in your region for the current month. Call to verify event dates and locations before traveling.

MEMBER SERVICE (800) 672-3888
NRAstore.com (888) 607-6007
MEMBER PROGRAMS
 Hertz Car Rental CDP# 166609 (800) 654-2200
 AVIS Car Rental AWD# A832100 (800) 225-7094
 NRA Endorsed Insurance Programs (877) 672-3006
 NRA Endorsed Prescription Plan (888) 436-3700
 NRA Endorsed Check Program (888) 331-6767
 NRA VISA Card (866) NRA-VISA
 NRA Real Estate/Relocation Services (800) 593-2526
 NRA Endorsed Moving Program
    North American Van Lines (800) 524-5533
    Allied Van Lines (800) 871-8864

INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
 Grassroots/Legislative Hotline (800) 392-8683

OFFICE OF ADVANCEMENT (877) NRA-GIVE

THE NRA FOUNDATION (800) 423-6894

PLANNED GIVING (800) 672-4521
EDDIE EAGLE GUNSAFE PROGRAM (800) 231-0752
FRIENDS OF NRA (703) 267-1342
WOMEN ON TARGET (800) 861-1166
REFUSE TO BE A VICTIM (800) 861-1166
INSTRUCTOR/COACH (703) 267-1500
COMPETITIVE SHOOTING (703) 267-1450
FIELD OPERATIONS/RANGES (877) 672-7264
GUN COLLECTOR PROGRAMS (703) 267-1604
NRA AFFILIATED CLUBS (800) NRA-CLUB
HUNTER SERVICES (703) 267-1500
LAW ENFORCEMENT (703) 267-1640
NATIONAL FIREARMS MUSEUM (703) 267-1600
EDUCATION & TRAINING (703) 267-1500
MEDIA RELATIONS (703) 267-1595
YOUTH PROGRAMS (703) 267-1505  
PROGRAM MATERIALS CENTER (800) 336-7402

regional report  •  south central

OCT. 7—WICHITA, KS
(Seminar)
Warren Glore (316) 641-2842

OCT. 19—RICHMOND, TX
(Seminar)
Jason MacDonald (832) 449-5319

OCT. 21—WICHITA, KS
(Seminar)
Warren Glore (316) 641-2842

OCT. 25—WICHITA, KS
(Seminar)
Warren Glore (316) 641-2842

OCT. 26—WARRENTON, MO
(Seminar)
Rebecca Alderman (636) 791-0368

OCT. 26—SAN ANTONIO, TX
(Seminar)
Stanley Long (808) 722-7826

OCT. 26—SAN ANTONIO, TX
(Instructor Development Workshop)
Stanley Long (808) 722-7826

OCT. 26—RICHMOND, TX
(Seminar)
Jason MacDonald (832) 449-5319

PISTOL
BYERS, CO OCT. 6
HOUSTON, TX OCT. 27

ACTION PISTOL
HUTCHINSON, KS OCT. 6
BILLINGS, MO OCT. 27

SMALLBORE RIFLE
PINE BLUFF, AR OCT. 5

HIGH POWER RIFLE
MANVEL, TX OCT. 11-13
HUTCHINSON, KS OCT. 12-13
DONALDSONVILLE, LA OCT. 19-20
RAMAH, CO OCT. 27

SILHOUETTE
GONZALES, LA OCT. 5
CENTENNIAL, CO OCT. 5
ROBERT LEE, TX OCT. 5
ANTHONY, TX OCT. 6
HOBBS, MN OCT. 19
BRYANT, AR OCT. 27 

For more information, contact Tonia Forte at 
(703) 267-1466 or tforte@nrahq.org. For a complete 

listing, see www.shootingsportsusa.com.

areashoots

Whether you’re a hunter, competitive 
shooter or just a proud gun 

owner, Friends of NRA has something 
for everyone. The format is simple—
food, fun, family and fundraising! At 
every Friends of NRA banquet you’ll 
have the opportunity to participate in 
games, raffl  es, live and silent auctions, 
and more. You’ll also fi nd many unique 
items including limited edition fi rearms, 
wildlife art, jewelry and outdoor gear. 
To learn more about events in your area, 
visit www.friendsofnra.org, contact 
your local fi eld representative or call 
(800) 672-3888, ext. 1342. 

Southern Region Director—Al Hammond
(386) 462-5421; ahammond@nrahq.org

AR—Greg Stephens
(479) 705-1815; gstephens@nrahq.org

CO—Brad Dreier
(720) 583-2653; bdreier@nrahq.org

KS—Rick Chrisman
(913) 294-9956; rchrisman@nrahq.org

LA—Chad Bowen
(318) 697-5012; cbowen@nrahq.org

MO—Gregg Pearre
(573) 761-5466; gpearre@nrahq.org

NM—Peter Ide
(505) 281-6721; pide@nrahq.org

OK—Darren DeLong
(405) 692-8672; ddelong@nrahq.org

Northern TX—Chris Griffin
(817) 441-7700; cgriffin@nrahq.org

Southern TX—Liz Foley
(281) 298-0672; efoley@nrahq.org

Western TX—Jack Cannon
(325) 617-4460; jcannon@nrahq.org

TRAINING
Crime Prevention

NRA’s Refuse To Be A Victim program 
provides men and women with 

common-sense crime prevention and 
personal safety strategies. The most 
up-to-date schedule is available on the 
Internet at www.nrahq.org/rtbav, by 
e-mail at refuse@nrahq.org or by phone 
at (800) 861-1166.

OCT. 5—RICHMOND, TX
(Seminar)
Jason MacDonald (832) 449-5319

OCT. 5—COLORADO SPRINGS, CO
(Seminar)
Dennis Moore (719) 444-7206

RA Women on Target off ers safe, fun-
fi lled instructional shooting clinics. For 

. 

Instructional Shooting Clinic 
(Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun, Archery) 
Kellie Zurowski (816) 249-3194

Instructional Shooting Clinic 
(Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun) 
Waverly Jones (830) 792-4044 ext. 245

LAW ENFORCEMENT

ublic and private offi  cers interested in 
becoming fi rearm instructors should 

(Patrol Rifle)

(Handgun/Shotgun)

(Handgun/Shotgun)

(Handgun/Shotgun)

(Handgun/Shotgun)

Contact Tim Cole (703) 267-1626 or 
tcole@nrahq.org

RA Police Pistol Combat competition 
is intended to be used as an 

(Registered)

Contact Tiffany King (703) 267-1621 or 
tking@nrahq.org
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OCT. 7—WICHITA, KS
(Seminar)
Warren Glore (316) 641-2842

OCT. 19—RICHMOND, TX
(Seminar)
Jason MacDonald (832) 449-5319

OCT. 21—WICHITA, KS
(Seminar)
Warren Glore (316) 641-2842

OCT. 25—WICHITA, KS
(Seminar)
Warren Glore (316) 641-2842

OCT. 26—WARRENTON, MO
(Seminar)
Rebecca Alderman (636) 791-0368

OCT. 26—SAN ANTONIO, TX
(Seminar)
Stanley Long (808) 722-7826

OCT. 26—SAN ANTONIO, TX
(Instructor Development Workshop)
Stanley Long (808) 722-7826

OCT. 26—RICHMOND, TX
(Seminar)
Jason MacDonald (832) 449-5319

PISTOL
BYERS, CO OCT. 6
HOUSTON, TX OCT. 27

ACTION PISTOL
HUTCHINSON, KS OCT. 6
BILLINGS, MO OCT. 27

SMALLBORE RIFLE
PINE BLUFF, AR OCT. 5

HIGH POWER RIFLE
MANVEL, TX OCT. 11-13
HUTCHINSON, KS OCT. 12-13
DONALDSONVILLE, LA OCT. 19-20
RAMAH, CO OCT. 27

SILHOUETTE
GONZALES, LA OCT. 5
CENTENNIAL, CO OCT. 5
ROBERT LEE, TX OCT. 5
ANTHONY, TX OCT. 6
HOBBS, MN OCT. 19
BRYANT, AR OCT. 27 

For more information, contact Tonia Forte at  
(703) 267-1466 or tforte@nrahq.org. For a complete  

listing, see www.shootingsportsusa.com.

areashoots

OCT. 4-6 ADRIAN, MO
Adrian Optimist Community Building, Adrian 
Optimist Club (816) 213-7247

OCT. 5-6 WEST MONROE, LA
West Monroe Convention Center, Jean Lafitte Gun 
Show (337) 302-5535

OCT. 5-6 FORT SMITH, AR
Kay Rodger Park, Hanging Judge Gun Shows  
(479) 410-1410

OCT. 5-6 FARMINGTON, MO
Civic Center, RK Shows (563) 927-8176

OCT. 5-6 ENID, OK
Chisholm Expo, Metcalf Gun Shows (918) 272-1119*

OCT. 5-6 OKLAHOMA CITY, OK
Oklahoma State Fairgrounds, Claude Hall Shows 
(405) 842-3277

OCT. 5-6 BROKEN ARROW, OK
Spirit Bank Event Center, Super Dave’s Gun Show 
(405) 240-7228

OCT. 5-6 BELTON, TX
Belton Expo Building, Lone Star Gun Shows  
(214) 635-2009

OCT. 5-6 LUBBOCK, TX
Civic Center, Silver Spur Gun Shows (806) 253-1322

OCT. 5-6 NACOGDOCHES, TX
New Civic Center, G&S Promotions (918) 659-2201

OCT. 5-6 SAN ANTONIO, TX
San Antonio Events Center, Saxet Gun Shows  
(361) 289-2256*

OCT. 5-6 HAYS, KS 
Ellis County Fairgrounds, Rich Klienkauf  
(785) 479-1300

OCT. 6 GOLDEN, CO 
Jefferson County Fairgrounds, Colorado Militaria 
(719) 593-2171

OCT. 12-13 LAFAYETTE, LA
Lafayette Event Center, Classic Arms Productions 
(985) 624-8577

OCT. 12-13 WICHITA, KS 
Kansas Coliseum, Chisolm Trail Antique Gun Ass’n 
(888) 851-0888

OCT. 12-13 MOUNTAIN VIEW, AR
Stone County Fairgrounds, Timbo Volunteer Fire 
Department (870) 746-4349

OCT. 12-13 PACIFIC, MO
Pacific Eagles Club, Midwest Arms and Armor  
(314) 631-2799

OCT. 12-13 ELK CITY, OK
Civic Center, G&S Promotions (918) 659-2201

OCT. 12-13 SAN ANGELO, TX
Coliseum, Silver Spur Gun Shows (806) 253-1322

OCT. 12-13 SAN ANTONIO, TX
Expo Hall at the Freeman, Premier Gun Shows  
(817) 732-1194*

OCT. 12-13 WEATHERFORD, TX
Posse Grounds, Weatherford Gun Show  
(817) 793-3757

OCT. 18-19 WARSAW, MO
American Legion 217, Heritage Days (660) 223-2082

OCT. 19-20 SPRINGFIELD, MO
Ozark Empire Fairgrounds, RK Shows (563) 927-8176

OCT. 19-20 GUYMON, OK
County Fairgrounds, Bad Shot Gun Shows 
(405) 503-3665

OCT. 19-20 AUSTIN, TX
Travis County Expo Center, Saxet Gun Shows 
(361) 289-2256*

OCT. 19-20 CENTER, TX
Windham Civic Center, G&S Promotions 
(918) 659-2201

OCT. 19-20 MESQUITE, TX
Big Town Event Center, Big Town Gun Show 
(817) 732-1194

OCT. 19-20 PORT ARTHUR, TX
Robert Bower Civic Center, Real Gun Shows
(713) 724-8881

OCT. 19-20 AMARILLO, TX
Amarillo Civic Center, Pioneer Gun Collectors Ass’n 
(806) 353-3950

OCT. 19-20 TOPEKA, KS 
Kansas Expocentre, US Weapons Collectors
(563) 927-8176

OCT. 25-27 OVERLAND, MO
VFW Post Hall #3944, St. Louis Antique Arms Ass’n 
(314) 200-9613

OCT. 25-27 WEST PLAINS, MO
Civic Center, TLR Gun Shows (417) 256-8087

OCT. 26-27 SEARCY, AR
White County Fairgrounds, G&S Promotions
(918) 659-2201

OCT. 26-27 BRENHAM, TX
Fireman’s Center, Real Gun Shows (713) 724-8881

OCT. 26-27 CORPUS CHRISTI, TX
Richard Borchard Regional Fairgrounds, Saxet Gun 
Shows (361) 289-2256

OCT. 26-27 MIDLAND, TX
County Horseshoe, Silver Spur Gun Shows
(806) 253-1322

OCT. 26-27 TYLER, TX
Harvey Hall Convention Center, Lone Star Gun 
Show (214) 635-2009

OCT. 26-27 COLORADO SPRINGS, CO 
Rustic Hills Event Center, Prospectors Sertoma Gun 
Shows (719) 630-3976

OCT. 26-27 HERINGTON, KS 
Herington Community Building, Brett Herpich 
(785) 258-2987

 
Dates and locations subject to change—contact the show before travelling. Discounted NRA membership sold through NRA 

recruiters. *Some shows may offer free admission for new membership and renewals. To become an NRA Recruiter call (703) 267-3779.

gunshowsWomen’s Events

NRA Women on Target offers safe, fun-
filled instructional shooting clinics. For 

more information please contact the clinic 
director listed or go to the NRA ISC website 
www.nrahq.org/women/isc/clinics.asp. 

OCT. 12—BUCKNER, MO
Instructional Shooting Clinic 
(Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun, Archery) 
Kellie Zurowski (816) 249-3194

OCT. 21—MOUNTAIN HOME, TX
Instructional Shooting Clinic 
(Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun) 
Waverly Jones (830) 792-4044 ext. 245

LAW ENFORCEMENT
Training

Public and private officers interested in 
becoming firearm instructors should 

attend one of NRA’s Law Enforcement 
Firearms Instructor Development Schools, 
designed to enhance the instructors’ 
firearm knowledge and handling skills, 
as well as prepare them to develop 
effective training programs, instruct 
in a professional manner, and conduct 
practical training exercises. Restricted to 
law enforcement officers only.  

OCT. 7-11—GARDEN PLAINS, KS
(Patrol Rifle)

OCT. 7-11—ARNETT, OK
(Handgun/Shotgun)

OCT. 14-18—SHREVEPORT, LA
(Handgun/Shotgun)

OCT. 21-25—DEFIANCE, MO
(Handgun/Shotgun)

OCT. 28-NOV. 1—GREELEY, CO
(Handgun/Shotgun)

Contact Tim Cole (703) 267-1626 or 
tcole@nrahq.org

Police Competition

NRA Police Pistol Combat competition 
is intended to be used as an 

extension of an officer’s training. See 
PPC Rulebook (Rule 2.4) for eligibility 
requirements.

OCT. 12—ALBUQUERQUE, NM
(Registered)

Contact Tiffany King (703) 267-1621 or 
tking@nrahq.org
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For hotel accommodations at the NRA Annual Meetings, visit

www.nraam.org

NRA headquarters: (703) 267-1000
INTERNET ADDRESS: www.nra.org

Member information & benefi ts 
MEMBERSHIP ACCOUNT INFORMATION: (877) 672-2000 

 The “NRA Regional Report,” a service for NRA members, appears in every issue of American Rifl eman, American Hunter and 
America’s st Freedom. The Regional Report is an up-to-date listing of NRA conducted and/or sponsored events scheduled 
in your region for the current month. Call to verify event dates and locations before traveling.

MEMBER SERVICE (800) 672-3888
NRAstore.com (888) 607-6007
MEMBER PROGRAMS
 Hertz Car Rental CDP# 166609 (800) 654-2200
 AVIS Car Rental AWD# A832100 (800) 225-7094
 NRA Endorsed Insurance Programs (877) 672-3006
 NRA Endorsed Prescription Plan (888) 436-3700
 NRA Endorsed Check Program (888) 331-6767
 NRA VISA Card (866) NRA-VISA
 NRA Real Estate/Relocation Services (800) 593-2526
 NRA Endorsed Moving Program
    North American Van Lines (800) 524-5533
    Allied Van Lines (800) 871-8864

INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
 Grassroots/Legislative Hotline (800) 392-8683

OFFICE OF ADVANCEMENT (877) NRA-GIVE

THE NRA FOUNDATION (800) 423-6894

PLANNED GIVING (800) 672-4521
EDDIE EAGLE GUNSAFE PROGRAM (800) 231-0752
FRIENDS OF NRA (703) 267-1342
WOMEN ON TARGET (800) 861-1166
REFUSE TO BE A VICTIM (800) 861-1166
INSTRUCTOR/COACH (703) 267-1500
COMPETITIVE SHOOTING (703) 267-1450
FIELD OPERATIONS/RANGES (877) 672-7264
GUN COLLECTOR PROGRAMS (703) 267-1604
NRA AFFILIATED CLUBS (800) NRA-CLUB
HUNTER SERVICES (703) 267-1500
LAW ENFORCEMENT (703) 267-1640
NATIONAL FIREARMS MUSEUM (703) 267-1600
EDUCATION & TRAINING (703) 267-1500
MEDIA RELATIONS (703) 267-1595
YOUTH PROGRAMS (703) 267-1505  
PROGRAM MATERIALS CENTER (800) 336-7402

regional report  •  southeast

PISTOL
ARDEN, NC OCT. 5
MOUNDVILLE, AL OCT. 12-13
CONYERS, GA OCT. 13
JACKSONVILLE, FL OCT. 20
COOKEVILLE, TN OCT. 20
ORANGEBURG, SC OCT. 26-27

ACTION PISTOL
BEDFORD, VA OCT. 5

SMALLBORE RIFLE
CUSSETA, GA OCT. 6
HOLLYWOOD, FL OCT. 12
CREEDMOOR, NC OCT. 12
COOKEVILLE, TN OCT. 13     

HIGH POWER RIFLE
GUNTERSVILLE DAM, AL OCT. 5
COVINGTON, GA OCT. 5
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA OCT. 5
COLUMBIA, TN OCT. 7
PADUCAH, KY OCT. 12
BUTNER, NC OCT. 12-13
ORLANDO, FL OCT. 26

SILHOUETTE
HOOVER, AL OCT. 5
SUFFOLK, VA OCT. 6
PINSON, AL OCT. 12
MONTPELER, VA OCT. 12
PALM BAY, FL OCT. 19
HIAWASSEE, GA OCT. 26

For more information, contact Tonia Forte at 
(703) 267-1466 or tforte@nrahq.org. For a complete 

listing, see www.shootingsportsusa.com.

areashoots

Whether you’re a hunter, competitive 
shooter or just a proud gun 

owner, Friends of NRA has something 
for everyone. The format is simple—
food, fun, family and fundraising! At 
every Friends of NRA banquet you’ll 
have the opportunity to participate in 
games, raffl  es, live and silent auctions, 
and more. You’ll also fi nd many unique 
items including limited edition fi rearms, 
wildlife art, jewelry and outdoor gear. 
To learn more about events in your area, 
visit www.friendsofnra.org, contact 
your local fi eld representative or call 
(800) 672-3888, ext. 1342. 

Eastern Region Director—Bryan Hoover
(740) 297-4255; bhoover@nrahq.org

Southern Region Director—Al Hammond
(386) 462-5421; ahammond@nrahq.org

AL, MS—Gene Newman
(205) 489-1288; snewman@nrahq.org

Northern FL—Bret Eldridge
    (352) 726-0059; peldridge@nrahq.org

Southern FL—Tom Knight  
(941) 748-7676; tknight@nrahq.org

GA—Brad Ward
(770) 228-8218; bward@nrahq.org

KY—John LaRowe
(859) 363-7681; jlarowe@nrahq.org

Eastern NC—Lloyd Edwards
(910) 215-0746; ledwards@nrahq.org

Western NC—Doug Merrill
(828) 628-0410; rmerrill@nrahq.org

TN—Mike Webb
(901) 382-4789; mwebb@nrahq.org

SC—Dale Carwile
(864) 223-9900; tcarwile@nrahq.org

Eastern VA, Eastern MD, DC—
David Wells

(434) 696-2189; dwells@nrahq.org

Western VA, Western MD, WV—
Jim Kilgore

(304) 255-2916; jkilgore@nrahq.org

TRAINING
Women’s Events

NRA Women on Target off ers safe, fun-
fi lled instructional shooting clinics. For 

more information please contact the clinic 
director listed or go to the NRA ISC website 
www.nrahq.org/women/isc/clinics.asp.

OCT. 5—MARRIOTTSVILLE, MD
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Shotgun)
Patty West (443) 413-8887

OCT. 5—COLUMBUS, NC
Instructional Shooting Clinic 
(Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun)
Margaret Kell (828) 859-5633

OCT. 5—ROUGEMONT, NC
Instructional Shooting Clinic 
(Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun, Archery) 
Jeannie Cranford (919) 451-8564

OCT. 6—LOUISVILLE, KY
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Pistol)
Ken Pagano (502) 451-9088

OCT. 6—RIDGEVILLE, SC
Instructional Shooting Clinic 
(Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun) 
Carrie Crim (843) 810-2545

OCT. 12—MYAKKA CITY, FL
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Pistol)
Gene Pitts (941) 322-0055

OCT. 19—LAKE PARK, FL
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Pistol) 
Lisa Schneider (561) 239-3425

OCT. 19—JEFFERSONVILLE, KY
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Pistol, Rifle)
Eva Challis (859) 498-0582

Crime Prevention

NRA’s Refuse To Be A Victim program 
provides men and women with 

common-sense crime prevention and 

www.nrahq.org/rtbav, by e-mail at 

(Seminar)
Sydney Van Buren (804) 874-2343

(Seminar)
David D’Eugenio (561) 379-8905

(Seminar)
Betty Ashby (336) 969-4867

(Seminar)
Aquil Bey (877) 424-8333

(Seminar)
Alecs Dean (239) 357-3437

LAW ENFORCEMENT

RA Police Pistol Combat competition 
is intended to be used as an extension 

(Approved)

(Approved)

(State Championship)

(State Championship)

(State Championship)

(Approved)

Contact Tiffany King (703) 267-1621 or 
tking@nrahq.org

ublic and private offi  cers interested in 
becoming fi rearm instructors should 

(Patrol Rifle)

(Patrol Rifle)

(Handgun/Shotgun)

(Handgun)
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OCT. 5-6 FLETCHER, NC
WNC Agricultural Center, Land of the Sky Gun 
Shows (770) 630-7296*

OCT. 5-6 FAYETTEVILLE, NC
Crown Expo Center, C&E Gun Shows (540) 951-1344*

OCT. 5-6 PORT RICHEY, FL
Knights of Columbus Hall, Second Amendment 
Productions (813) 444-2767

OCT. 5-6 TIMONIUM, MD
Timonium Fairgrounds, Appalachian Promotions 
(717) 697-3088

OCT. 5-6 LAUREL, MS
Laurel Fairgrounds, Big Pop Gun Shows  
(601) 498-4235

OCT. 5-6 NASHVILLE, TN
Tennessee State Fairgrounds, Bill Goodman Gun 
Shows (502) 538-3900

OCT. 5-6 OCALA, FL
Ramada Inn, Cliffhangers Gun Shows  
(386) 325-6114

OCT. 5-6 GREENVILLE, NC
Greenville Convention Center, S&D Gun Shows 
(252) 745-5647

OCT. 12-13 BIRMINGHAM, AL
Birmingham Convention Center, Alabama Gun 
Collectors (334) 272-1193

OCT. 12-13 SOUTHAVEN, MS
Southaven Arena, B&B Gun Shows (662) 209-6266

OCT. 12-13 HARRISONBURG, VA
Rockingham County Fairgrounds, C&E Gun Shows 
(540) 951-1344

OCT. 12-13 ORLANDO, FL
Orlando Fairgrounds, Victor Bean’s Southern Classic 
Gun Shows (407) 275-7233

OCT. 12-13 CHARLOTTE, NC
The Park Expo Center, C&E Gun Shows  
(540) 951-1344

OCT. 12-13 WEST PALM BEACH, FL
South Florida Fairgrounds, Florida Gun & Knife 
Shows (321) 777-7455

OCT. 12-13 VIRGINIA BEACH, VA
Virginia Beach Convention Center, SGK Gun Shows 
(757) 483-5385

OCT. 12-13 GRAY, TN
Appalachian Fairgrounds, RK Gun Shows  
(563) 927-8176

OCT. 19-20 GREENVILLE, SC
TD Convention Center, South Carolina Arms 
Collectors Ass’n (803) 463-9377*

OCT. 19-20 TAMPA, FL
Florida State Fairgrounds, Suncoast Gun Shows 
(330) 963-6964*

OCT. 19-20 RICHMOND, VA
The Raceway, C&E Gun Shows (540) 951-1344*

OCT. 19-20 COLUMBUS, GA
Ironworks Center, RK Gun Shows (563) 927-8176

OCT. 19-20 LOUISVILLE, KY
Kentucky Expo Center, RK Gun Shows  
(563) 927-8176

OCT. 19-20 KNOXVILLE, TN
Chilhowee Park, RK Gun Shows (563) 927-8176

OCT. 19-20 CHARLOTTE, NC
Metrolina Expo Center, Dixie Gun & Knife Shows 
(919) 781-1287

OCT. 19-20 GWINETT, GA
North Atlanta Trade Center, Eastman Gun Shows 
(229) 425-9881

OCT. 19-20 MELBOURNE, FL
Melbourne Expo Center, Florida Gun & Knife Shows 
(321) 777-7455

OCT. 19-20 WILMINGTON, NC
National Guard Armory, S&D Gun Shows  
(252) 745-5647

OCT. 26-27 WINSTON-SALEM, NC
Lawrence Joel Veterans Memorial Coliseum 
Complex, C&E Gun Shows (540) 951-1344*

OCT. 26-27 ANDERSON, SC
Anderson Civic Center, Land of the Sky Gun Shows 
(770) 630-7296*

OCT. 26-27 FORT PIERCE, FL
Havert L. Fenn Center, Suncoast Gun Shows  
(330) 963-6964*

OCT. 26-27 ROANOKE, VA
Roanoke Civic Center, C&E Gun Shows  
(540) 951-1344*

OCT. 26-27 MUSCLE SHOALS, AL
North Alabama State Fairgrounds, VPI Gun Shows 
(256) 381-0506*

OCT. 26-27 DALTON, GA
NW Georgia Trade Center, Eastman Gun Shows 
(229) 425-9881

OCT. 26-27 MARIETTA, GA
Cobb County Civic Center, RK Gun Shows  
(563) 927-8176

OCT. 26-27 MURFREESBORO, TN
Tennessee Expo Center, RK Gun Shows  
(563) 927-8176

OCT. 26-27 PANAMA CITY, FL
Panama City Fairgrounds, Victor Bean’s Southern 
Classic Gun Shows (407) 275-7233

OCT. 26-27 BUSHNELL, FL
Sumter County Fairgrounds, Cliffhangers Gun 
Shows (386) 325-6114

Dates and locations subject to change—contact the show before travelling. Discounted NRA membership sold through NRA 
recruiters. *Some shows may offer free admission for new membership and renewals. To become an NRA Recruiter call (703) 267-3772.

gunshows

PISTOL
ARDEN, NC OCT. 5
MOUNDVILLE, AL OCT. 12-13
CONYERS, GA OCT. 13
JACKSONVILLE, FL OCT. 20
COOKEVILLE, TN OCT. 20
ORANGEBURG, SC OCT. 26-27

ACTION PISTOL
BEDFORD, VA OCT. 5

SMALLBORE RIFLE
CUSSETA, GA OCT. 6
HOLLYWOOD, FL OCT. 12
CREEDMOOR, NC OCT. 12
COOKEVILLE, TN OCT. 13     

HIGH POWER RIFLE
GUNTERSVILLE DAM, AL OCT. 5
COVINGTON, GA OCT. 5
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA OCT. 5
COLUMBIA, TN OCT. 7
PADUCAH, KY OCT. 12
BUTNER, NC OCT. 12-13
ORLANDO, FL OCT. 26

SILHOUETTE
HOOVER, AL OCT. 5
SUFFOLK, VA OCT. 6
PINSON, AL OCT. 12
MONTPELER, VA OCT. 12
PALM BAY, FL OCT. 19
HIAWASSEE, GA OCT. 26

For more information, contact Tonia Forte at  
(703) 267-1466 or tforte@nrahq.org. For a complete  

listing, see www.shootingsportsusa.com.

areashoots

OCT. 6—LOUISVILLE, KY
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Pistol)
Ken Pagano (502) 451-9088

OCT. 6—RIDGEVILLE, SC
Instructional Shooting Clinic 
(Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun) 
Carrie Crim (843) 810-2545

OCT. 12—MYAKKA CITY, FL
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Pistol)
Gene Pitts (941) 322-0055

OCT. 19—LAKE PARK, FL
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Pistol) 
Lisa Schneider (561) 239-3425

OCT. 19—JEFFERSONVILLE, KY
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Pistol, Rifle)
Eva Challis (859) 498-0582

Crime Prevention

NRA’s Refuse To Be A Victim program 
provides men and women with 

common-sense crime prevention and 

personal safety strategies. The most up-to-
date schedule is available on the Internet 
at www.nrahq.org/rtbav, by e-mail at 
refuse@nrahq.org or by phone at (800) 
861-1166.

OCT. 3—RICHMOND, VA
(Seminar)
Sydney Van Buren (804) 874-2343

OCT. 5—LAKE PARK, FL
(Seminar)
David D’Eugenio (561) 379-8905

OCT. 5—RURAL HALL, NC
(Seminar)
Betty Ashby (336) 969-4867

OCT. 7—CLARKSVILLE, TN
(Seminar)
Aquil Bey (877) 424-8333

OCT. 18—FORT MYERS, FL
(Seminar)
Alecs Dean (239) 357-3437

LAW ENFORCEMENT
Police Competition

NRA Police Pistol Combat competition 
is intended to be used as an extension 

of an officer’s training. See PPC Rulebook 
(Rule 2.4) for eligibility requirements.

OCT. 5—COLUMBIA, SC
(Approved)

OCT. 12—DOUGLASVILLE, GA
(Approved)

OCT. 12—TUSCALOOSA, AL
(State Championship)

OCT. 12—COLUMBIA, SC
(State Championship)

OCT. 18-20—FREDERICK, MD
(State Championship)

OCT. 20—HAVANA, FL
(Approved)

Contact Tiffany King (703) 267-1621 or 
tking@nrahq.org

Training

Public and private officers interested in 
becoming firearm instructors should 

attend one of NRA’s Law Enforcement 
Firearms Instructor Development Schools, 
designed to enhance the instructors’ firearm 
knowledge and handling skills, as well as 
prepare them to develop effective training 
programs, instruct in a professional manner, 
and conduct practical training exercises.  
Restricted to law enforcement officers only.

OCT. 7-11—FLORENCE, AL
(Patrol Rifle)

OCT. 7-11—DELAND, FL
(Patrol Rifle)

OCT. 7-11—DAHLONEGA, GA
(Handgun/Shotgun)

OCT. 14-18—BEREA, KY
(Handgun)

OCT. 14-18—LUSBY, MD
(Handgun)

OCT. 21-25—LUSBY, MD
(Patrol Rifle)

OCT. 21-25—FLORENCE, AL
(Precision Rifle)

OCT. 28-NOV. 1—SUMMERVILLE, SC
(Tactical Shooting)

OCT. 28-NOV. 1—MARTINSBURG, WV
(Handgun)

OCT. 28-NOV. 1—MEMPHIS, TN
(Precision Rifle)

Contact Rudis Amaya (703) 267-1636 or 
ramaya@nrahq.org

TUITION-FREE ARMORER CLASSES**

OCT. 7-9—FAIRFAX, VA
(Mossberg 500/590/930 Seminar)

OCT. 10-11—FAIRFAX, VA
(Academic AR-15M/M16 Armorer)

OCT. 15-16—FAIRFAX, VA
(Barrett M82/A1 Rifle Armorer)

OCT. 17-18—FAIRFAX, VA
(Barrett M82/A1 Rifle)

OCT. 22—FAIRFAX, VA
(Ruger SR-556 Rifle Armorer)

OCT. 23-25—FAIRFAX, VA
(SPFD Armorer XD/SCM/1911/MIA)

Contact Tim Cole (703) 267-1626 or 
tcole@nrahq.org
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For hotel accommodations at the NRA Annual Meetings, visit

www.nraam.org

NRA headquarters: (703) 267-1000
INTERNET ADDRESS: www.nra.org

Member information & benefi ts 
MEMBERSHIP ACCOUNT INFORMATION: (877) 672-2000 

 The “NRA Regional Report,” a service for NRA members, appears in every issue of American Rifl eman, American Hunter and 
America’s st Freedom. The Regional Report is an up-to-date listing of NRA conducted and/or sponsored events scheduled 
in your region for the current month. Call to verify event dates and locations before traveling.

MEMBER SERVICE (800) 672-3888
NRAstore.com (888) 607-6007
MEMBER PROGRAMS
 Hertz Car Rental CDP# 166609 (800) 654-2200
 AVIS Car Rental AWD# A832100 (800) 225-7094
 NRA Endorsed Insurance Programs (877) 672-3006
 NRA Endorsed Prescription Plan (888) 436-3700
 NRA Endorsed Check Program (888) 331-6767
 NRA VISA Card (866) NRA-VISA
 NRA Real Estate/Relocation Services (800) 593-2526
 NRA Endorsed Moving Program
    North American Van Lines (800) 524-5533
    Allied Van Lines (800) 871-8864

INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
 Grassroots/Legislative Hotline (800) 392-8683

OFFICE OF ADVANCEMENT (877) NRA-GIVE

THE NRA FOUNDATION (800) 423-6894

PLANNED GIVING (800) 672-4521
EDDIE EAGLE GUNSAFE PROGRAM (800) 231-0752
FRIENDS OF NRA (703) 267-1342
WOMEN ON TARGET (800) 861-1166
REFUSE TO BE A VICTIM (800) 861-1166
INSTRUCTOR/COACH (703) 267-1500
COMPETITIVE SHOOTING (703) 267-1450
FIELD OPERATIONS/RANGES (877) 672-7264
GUN COLLECTOR PROGRAMS (703) 267-1604
NRA AFFILIATED CLUBS (800) NRA-CLUB
HUNTER SERVICES (703) 267-1500
LAW ENFORCEMENT (703) 267-1640
NATIONAL FIREARMS MUSEUM (703) 267-1600
EDUCATION & TRAINING (703) 267-1500
MEDIA RELATIONS (703) 267-1595
YOUTH PROGRAMS (703) 267-1505  
PROGRAM MATERIALS CENTER (800) 336-7402

regional report  •  west

PISTOL
SLOUGHHOUSE, CA OCT. 6
SAN BERNARDINO, CA OCT. 6
VICTORVILLE, CA OCT. 8
RAVENSDALE, WA OCT. 13
ESCONDIDO, CA OCT. 13
DULZURA, CA OCT. 26

SMALLBORE RIFLE
MODESTO, CA OCT. 20

HIGH POWER RIFLE
LAKE HAVASU CITY, AZ OCT. 6
RICHLAND, WA OCT. 11-13
GREEN RIVER, UT OCT. 12
NAMPA, ID OCT. 12
CLOVIS, CA OCT. 13
SPARKS, NV OCT. 26

SILHOUETTE
IMPERIAL, CA OCT. 13
BLACKFOOT, ID OCT. 19
PRESCOTT, AZ OCT. 19
MESA, AZ OCT. 20
BURNEY, CA OCT. 27

For more information, contact Tonia Forte at 
(703) 267-1466 or tforte@nrahq.org. For a complete 

listing, see www.shootingsportsusa.com.

areashoots

HARLOWTON, MT
Moose Lodge, Rocky Mountain Promotions 
(406) 350-1408

MISSOULA, MT
Missoula County Fairgrounds, Weapons Collector 
Society of Montana (406) 633-9333

PALMER, AK
Palmer State Fairgrounds, Alaska Gun Collectors 
Ass’n (907) 346-1075

PINETOP, AZ
Hon-Dah Resort, Firing Pin Enterprises (928) 485-0437

PRESCOTT VALLEY, AZ
Tim’s Toyota Center, Western Collectibles and 
Firearms (480) 567-4915

ONTARIO, CA
Ontario Convention Center, Crossroads of the West 
Gun Shows (801) 544-9125

SONORA, CA
Mother Lode Fairgrounds, Buck Stop Gun Shows 
(530) 622-9486

HONOLULU, HI
Neal S. Blaisdell Center, Hawaii Historic Arms Ass’n 
(808) 942-8664

GARDNERVILLE, NV
Douglas County Fairgrounds, American Dream Gun 
Shows (775) 835-9677

MESQUITE, NV
Casablanca Resort and Casino, Rocky Mountain Gun 
Show (801) 589-0975

ALAMOGORDO, NM
Tays Center, Eli Calles (575) 430-8681

ALBUQUERQUE, NM
Expo New Mexico, New Mexico Gun Collectors Ass’n 
(505) 262-1350

GRANTS PASS, OR
Josephine County Fairgrounds, Collectors West 
(800) 659-3440

BREMERTON, WA
Kitsap County Fairgrounds, Falcon Gun Shows 
(360) 202-7336

CENTRALIA, WA
Southwest Washington Fairgrounds, Wes Knodel 
Gun Shows (503) 363-9564

WALLA WALLA, WA
Walla Walla County Fairgrounds, Sports Connection 
(406) 633-9333

Dates and locations subject to change—contact the show before travelling. Discounted NRA membership sold through NRA recruiters. 
*Some shows may offer free admission for new membership and renewals. To become an NRA Recruiter call (703) 267-3784.

gunshowsWhether you’re a hunter, competitive 
shooter or just a proud gun owner, 

Friends of NRA has something for 
everyone. The format is simple—food, fun, 
family and fundraising! At every Friends of 
NRA banquet you’ll have the opportunity 
to participate in games, raffl  es, live and 
silent auctions, and more. You’ll also fi nd 
many unique items including limited 
edition fi rearms, wildlife art, jewelry and 
outdoor gear. To learn more about events 
in your area, visit www.friendsofnra.org, 
contact your local fi eld representative or 
call (800) 672-3888, ext. 1342. 

Western Region Director—Brad Kruger
(208) 305-0945; bkruger@nrahq.org

Northern AK—Josh Toennessen
(907) 479-4119; jtoennessen@nrahq.org

Southern AK—Brad Kruger
(208) 305-0945; bkruger@nrahq.org

AZ—Brad Kruger
(208) 305-0945; bkruger@nrahq.org

Central CA—Jason Quick
(805) 239-4246; jquick@nrahq.org

Eastern CA, Western NV—Steve Wilson
(209) 847-4826; swilson@nrahq.org

Northern CA—Dan Wilhelm
(707) 994-5877; dwilhelm@nrahq.org

Southern CA, Southern NV—Mike Davis
(714) 368-0451; mdavis@nrahq.org

MT—Joe Crismore
(406) 293-2498; jcrismore@nrahq.org

OR, HI—Mike Carey
(541) 385-9404; mcarey@nrahq.org

ID—Steve Vreeland
(208) 286-0950; svreeland@nrahq.org

UT, Eastern NV—John Kendall
(801) 389-8169; jkendall@nrahq.org

WA—Keifer Lewis
(360) 985-7749; klewis@nrahq.org

WY—Dave Manzer
(307) 746-2520; dmanzer@nrahq.org

TRAINING
Crime Prevention

NRA’s Refuse To Be A Victim program 
provides men and women with 

common-sense crime prevention and 
personal safety strategies. The most 
up-to-date schedule is available on the 
Internet at www.nrahq.org/rtbav, by 
e-mail at refuse@nrahq.org or by phone 
at (800) 861-1166.

OCT. 13—ALPINE, CA
(Seminar)
Dave Reed (619) 757-9407

OCT. 15—SIERRA VISTA, AZ
(Seminar)
Scott Borgstadt (520) 452-7500

OCT. 26—RAMONA, CA
(Seminar)
Peter Schultz (760) 789-0987

Women’s Events

NRA Women on Target off ers safe, fun-
fi lled instructional shooting clinics. For 

more information please contact the clinic 
director listed or go to the NRA ISC website 
www.nrahq.org/women/isc/clinics.asp. 

OCT. 12—OGDEN, UT
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Pistol)
Patty Bennett (801) 781-7432 

OCT. 13—ALPINE, CA
Instructional Shooting Clinic 
(Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun)
Dexter Haight (760) 644-2013

OCT. 19—ATASCADERO, CA
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Pistol) 
Jim Bermann (805) 461-5624

OCT. 19—SANTA CLARITA, CA
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Pistol)
Nicky Eddy (661) 998-3285

OCT. 22—SAN RAFAEL, CA
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Pistol, Rifle) 
Mary Trudell (415) 383-3283                               

LAW ENFORCEMENT

ublic and private offi  cers interested in 
becoming fi rearm instructors should 
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PISTOL
SLOUGHHOUSE, CA OCT. 6
SAN BERNARDINO, CA OCT. 6
VICTORVILLE, CA OCT. 8
RAVENSDALE, WA OCT. 13
ESCONDIDO, CA OCT. 13
DULZURA, CA OCT. 26

SMALLBORE RIFLE
MODESTO, CA OCT. 20

HIGH POWER RIFLE
LAKE HAVASU CITY, AZ OCT. 6
RICHLAND, WA OCT. 11-13
GREEN RIVER, UT OCT. 12
NAMPA, ID OCT. 12
CLOVIS, CA OCT. 13
SPARKS, NV OCT. 26

SILHOUETTE
IMPERIAL, CA OCT. 13
BLACKFOOT, ID OCT. 19
PRESCOTT, AZ OCT. 19
MESA, AZ OCT. 20
BURNEY, CA OCT. 27

For more information, contact Tonia Forte at  
(703) 267-1466 or tforte@nrahq.org. For a complete  

listing, see www.shootingsportsusa.com.

areashoots

OCT. 4-6 HARLOWTON, MT
Moose Lodge, Rocky Mountain Promotions  
(406) 350-1408

OCT. 4-6 MISSOULA, MT
Missoula County Fairgrounds, Weapons Collector 
Society of Montana (406) 633-9333

OCT. 5-6 PALMER, AK
Palmer State Fairgrounds, Alaska Gun Collectors 
Ass’n (907) 346-1075

OCT. 5-6 PINETOP, AZ
Hon-Dah Resort, Firing Pin Enterprises (928) 485-0437

OCT. 5-6 PRESCOTT VALLEY, AZ
Tim’s Toyota Center, Western Collectibles and 
Firearms (480) 567-4915

OCT. 5-6 ONTARIO, CA
Ontario Convention Center, Crossroads of the West 
Gun Shows (801) 544-9125

OCT. 5-6 SONORA, CA
Mother Lode Fairgrounds, Buck Stop Gun Shows 
(530) 622-9486

OCT. 5-6 HONOLULU, HI
Neal S. Blaisdell Center, Hawaii Historic Arms Ass’n 
(808) 942-8664

OCT. 5-6 GARDNERVILLE, NV
Douglas County Fairgrounds, American Dream Gun 
Shows (775) 835-9677

OCT. 5-6 MESQUITE, NV
Casablanca Resort and Casino, Rocky Mountain Gun 
Show (801) 589-0975

OCT. 5-6 ALAMOGORDO, NM
Tays Center, Eli Calles (575) 430-8681

OCT. 5-6 ALBUQUERQUE, NM
Expo New Mexico, New Mexico Gun Collectors Ass’n 
(505) 262-1350

OCT. 5-6 GRANTS PASS, OR
Josephine County Fairgrounds, Collectors West  
(800) 659-3440

OCT. 5-6 BREMERTON, WA
Kitsap County Fairgrounds, Falcon Gun Shows  
(360) 202-7336

OCT. 5-6 CENTRALIA, WA
Southwest Washington Fairgrounds, Wes Knodel 
Gun Shows (503) 363-9564

OCT. 5-6 WALLA WALLA, WA
Walla Walla County Fairgrounds, Sports Connection 
(406) 633-9333

OCT. 11-13 LEWISTOWN, MT
Fergus County Fairgrounds, Weapons Collector 
Society of Montana (406) 538-5394

OCT. 11-13 WISE RIVER, MT
Wise River Community Building, Weapons Collector 
Society of Montana (406) 832-3238

OCT. 12 VANCOUVER, WA
Clark County Square Dance Center, Arms Collectors 
of Southwest Washington (360) 263-7511

OCT. 12-13 KINGMAN, AZ
Mohave County Fairgrounds, Gun Trader Gun Shows 
(928) 684-2149

OCT. 12-13 PLACERVILLE, CA
El Dorado County Fairgrounds, Buck Stop Gun 
Shows (530) 622-9486

OCT. 12-13 SANTA MARIA, CA
Santa Maria Fairpark, Central Coast Gun Shows  
(805) 481-6726

OCT. 12-13 VISALIA, CA
Visalia Convention Center, Rocky Mountain Gun 
Show (801) 589-0975

OCT. 12-13 JOSHUA TREE, CA
Cooper Mountain College, Grizzly Gun Shows  
(760) 369-4867

OCT. 12-13 LAS VEGAS, NV
The SportCenter, Las Vegas Gun Show (800) 333-4867

OCT. 12-13 RENO, NV
Reno-Sparks Convention Center, Crossroads of the 
West Gun Shows (801) 544-9125

OCT. 12-13 CANBY, OR
Clackamas County Fairgrounds, Collectors West 
(800) 659-3440

OCT. 12-13 OGDEN, UT
Weber County Fairgrounds, Utah Gun Collectors 
Ass’n (801) 486-5174

OCT. 12-13 PUYALLUP, WA
Puyallup Fairgrounds, Washington Arms Collectors 
(425) 255-8410

OCT. 18-20 PORTLAND, OR
Expo Center, Collectors West (800) 659-3440

OCT. 18-20 KALISPELL, MT
Flathead County Fairgrounds, Sports Connection 
(406) 633-9333

OCT. 19-20 UKIAH, CA
Ukiah Fairgrounds, Buck Stop Gun Shows 
(530) 622-9486

OCT. 19-20 LAS VEGAS, NV
Cashman Field Center, Crossroads of the West Gun 
Shows (801) 544-9125

OCT. 19-20 RICHLAND, WA
Shilo Inn, Sports Connection (406) 633-9333

OCT. 23 ALBUQUERQUE, NM
Quality Inn & Suites, New Mexico Gun Collectors 
Ass’n (505) 262-1350

OCT. 25-27 BUTTE, MT
Butte Civic Center, Weapons Collector Society of 
Montana (406) 633-9333

OCT. 26-27 GLENDALE, AZ
University of Phoenix Stadium, Crossroads of the 
West Gun Shows (801) 544-9125

OCT. 26-27 LAKE HAVASU CITY, AZ
Aquatic Center, Haggler’s Outpost Gun Show  
(928) 486-2582

OCT. 26-27 TUCSON, AZ
Tucson Expo Center, McMann’s Roadrunner 
(602) 843-5303

OCT. 26-27 TUCSON, AZ
Pima County Fairgrounds, Crossroads of the West 
Gun Shows (801) 544-9125

OCT. 26-27 GALLUP, NM
Gallup Community Center, Gallup Gun Show  
(505) 863-6504

OCT. 26-27 LAS CRUCES, NM
Las Cruces Convention Center, Sunrise Lions Club 
(575) 571-3045

OCT. 26-27 CARSON CITY, NV
Mills Park, American Dream Gun Shows  
(775) 835-9677

OCT. 26-27 EUGENE, OR
Lane County Fairgrounds, Collectors West  
(800) 659-3440

OCT. 26-27 GRANTS PASS, OR
National Guard Armory, Wes Knodel Gun Shows 
(503) 363-9564

OCT. 26-27 SANDY, UT
South Town Expo Center, Rocky Mountain Gun 
Show (801) 589-0975

OCT. 26-27 LYNDEN, WA
Northwest Washington Fairgrounds, Falcon Gun 
Shows (360) 202-7336

OCT. 27 PORTLAND, OR
Jackson Armory, Oregon Arms Collectors  
(503) 254-5986

Dates and locations subject to change—contact the show before travelling. Discounted NRA membership sold through NRA recruiters.  
*Some shows may offer free admission for new membership and renewals. To become an NRA Recruiter call (703) 267-3784.

gunshows

OCT. 26—RAMONA, CA
(Seminar)
Peter Schultz (760) 789-0987

Women’s Events

NRA Women on Target offers safe, fun-

www.nrahq.org/women/isc/clinics.asp. 

OCT. 12—OGDEN, UT
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Pistol)
Patty Bennett (801) 781-7432 

OCT. 13—ALPINE, CA
Instructional Shooting Clinic 
(Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun)
Dexter Haight (760) 644-2013

OCT. 19—ATASCADERO, CA
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Pistol) 
Jim Bermann (805) 461-5624

OCT. 19—SANTA CLARITA, CA
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Pistol)
Nicky Eddy (661) 998-3285

OCT. 22—SAN RAFAEL, CA
Instructional Shooting Clinic (Pistol, Rifle) 
Mary Trudell (415) 383-3283

LAW ENFORCEMENT
Training

Public and private officers interested in 
becoming firearm instructors should 

attend one of NRA’s Law Enforcement 
Firearms Instructor Development Schools, 
designed to enhance the instructors’ 
firearm knowledge and handling skills, 
as well as prepare them to develop 
effective training programs, instruct 

in a professional manner, and conduct 
practical training exercises. Restricted to 
law enforcement officers only.  

OCT. 7-11—PHOENIX, AZ
(Precision Rifle)

OCT. 14-18—LAS VEGAS, NV
(Precision Rifle)

OCT. 28-NOV. 1—LAS VEGAS, NV
(Tactical Shooting)

Contact Tim Cole (703) 267-1626 or 
tcole@nrahq.org

Police Competition

NRA Police Pistol Combat competition 
is intended to be used as an extension 

of an officer’s training. See PPC Rulebook 
(Rule 2.4) for eligibility requirements.

OCT. 5—RICHLAND, WA
(Approved)

OCT. 19—ARLINGTON, WA
(Approved)

Contact Tiffany King (703) 267-1621 or 
tking @nrahq.org
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programs & services
Carolyn Meadows
Marietta, Georgia

Carolyn Dodgen 
Meadows grew 
up with four older 

brothers on a farm in 
Marietta, Ga.; an experi-
ence that gave her a lot of 
exposure to the shooting 
sports. Meadows can still 
recall memories as an 
8-year-old outshooting 
her brothers after riding 
their bikes to the local 
country store to buy 
cartridges.

Meadows and her husband still live on 
that same property that has been in her 
family since 1838. They have even installed 
a two-bench rest shooting range on the 
property. Shooting has become a regular 
activity for Meadows’ three sons, daughters-
in-law and seven grandchildren, who all 
enjoy coming home and putting their 
shooting skills to the test.

Meadows’ involvement in hunting and 
competitive shooting is just one of the rea-
sons for her passion to protect the Second 
Amendment. After meeting Wayne LaPierre 
and hearing him speak on the importance 
of Second Amendment legislation, Meadows 
was given even more of an incentive to pur-
sue a career as a political lobbyist.

In 1997, Meadows traveled to Australia 
for two months where she saw the eff ects 
of gun confi scation fi rst-hand. “It was an 
eye-opener. It was a stark reality of what 
I envision could happen here in my own 
country. Coming home, I became more 
involved in eff orts to stop the gun grab 
here,” Meadows explains.

A member of the NRA Board of Directors 
for the past 12 years, Meadows continues 
to work tirelessly in the political arena. She 
is an NRA Benefactor member, an advisory 
committee member for Republicans Abroad, a 
member of the Georgia Federation of Republi-
can Women and Republican National Coalition 
for Life, and an appointee to chair the Stone 
Mountain Board of Directors by Gov. Nathan 
Deal. She says, “I believe that the National 
Rifl e Association has the moral obligation to 
make sure that our rights as guaranteed by 
our Constitution will never be taken away. Our 
liberty depends on the NRA. I truly believe 
that from my heart.”

board spotlight

Rather than pulling up stakes and 
fl eeing to friendlier locales, Ugo 
Beretta will stand and fi ght. The 

world’s oldest gun company, whose 
Maryland-based holdings include 
Beretta USA, Benelli USA, Stoeger, 
Franchi and Uberti, is doubling down 
on its resistance to that state’s recent 
anti-gun legislation by matching up 
to $250,000 in contributions to the 
NRA Institute For Legislative Action 
(NRA-ILA) and the NRA Civil Rights 
Defense Fund.

By way of Benelli USA, pro-freedom 
patriots wishing to maximize their 
contributions should visit www.
benelligiveabuck.com to donate. There 
the money is earmarked and matched 

by Benelli. So your $50 donation, for 
example, becomes $100 and provides 
more vital cash for ILA’s legislative 
battles and Second Amendment case 
litigation via the NRA Civil Rights 
Defense Fund. Benelli’s Give a Buck 
program will continue until $250,000 is 
matched for a total gift of $500,000.  

“Under the leadership of Cav. Ugo 
Gussalli Beretta, Benelli USA is proud 
to support the NRA during these 
tumultuous political times with our 
participation in a donation-matching 
program. We believe in the NRA and 
what it does for gun owners, our 
customers and our industry,” said 
Benelli USA Conservation Group 
Manager Jens Krogh.

Benelli USA Pledges 
$250,000 to NRA-ILA, NRA 
Civil Rights Defense Fund
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Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog!

800-290-7948 
DRtrimmer.com

TOLL-FREE

ATTENTION TRACTOR OWNERS! 

MOW FENCE LINES  
3X FASTER!

NEW! 3-PoiNt HitcH  
DR® tRimmER moWER

Fits 
Category 
1 Tractors

MOW FENCE LINES FAST. Spring-loaded mowing 
arm automatically deflects around fence posts.

PIVOTING DECK. Follows the contours of the 
ground. Great for clearing ditches or mowing  
along ponds

NO STEEL BLADES. Commercial-duty, 175  
mil cutting line is flexible and durable. Goes  
where a bladed mower can’t.
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your NRA 
membership

Help Support Your NRA by 
Upgrading Your Membership 

TODAY!
call: 

1-877-672-2000
or visit our website:

www.nramemberservices.org
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, NRA Classified Advertising, 

ONLY 0.5%
*

Plus Express Shipping & Handling

1 full oz. of investment-grade
24K .9999 fine gold bullion

$50 AMERICAN BUFFALO GOLD COIN

NIVERSAL COIN & BULLION

Offer Expires:10/15/13

Vault Verification:
UAMRFBG1013

. . . .

SPECIAL OFFER ���

Since 1995

(4653)

UAMRFBG1013:AmRifle class  8/6/13  1:43 PM  Page 1

*Not available in CA or MA

HAND CANNON!HAND CANNON!
THE SMALLEST, MOST  

POWERFUL, BEST BUILT  
PERSONAL PROTECTION  

YOU CAN CARRY!YOU CAN CARRY!

*Not available in CA or MA*Not available in CA or MA
www.BondArms.com • 817.573.4445

HAND CANNON!HAND CANNON!

Made in Texas 
by Texans!

www.ar.dillonprecision.com
FREE Catalog I43-14690, Call 800-762-3845

www.ar.dillonprecision.com
FREE Catalog I43-14690, Call 800-762-3845

Get SERIOUS about reloading!

Dillon’s XL 650
Get SERIOUS about reloading!

Dillon’s XL 650
Includes 
Dillon’s
Famous
Lifetime 

“No-B.S.” 
Warranty

New XL650 AR 1-6  11/19/10  1:31 PM  Page 1

VIAMEDIC.COM
800-551-0464

FREE 
Medical Review 

Included

HABLAMOS ESPAÑOL

•	 FDA-Approved Medications 

•	 U.S. Owned & Operated Since 1998 

•	 U.S. Physicians and Pharmacies

STAXYN, PROPECIA AND MORE...

BUY THE REAL VIAGRA

a contribution 
to your
NRA

Help Support Your NRA 
and

Donate Today! 

call: 
1-877-672-2000

or visit our website:
www.nramemberservices.org

Give 



classifieds

Popular NGC Certi�ed 69 Grade

“NEAR PERFECT!”

(800) 822-GOLD

Please read important customer disclosures on our website or that
accompany products purchased, including arbitration agreement.
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax to orders under $1000.

$18500
Only

PLUS PRIORITY SHIPPING & INSURANCE

u n i v e r s a l c o i n . c o m

�

�

�

�

�

�Availability not
guaranteed

�Price subject
to change

Only Available In This Set

2013West Point American Eagle
Two-Coin Silver Set

per two-coin set
not sold separately

Limited Edition Black Retro Holder

Vault Verification:
UAMRFCS1013 Offer Expires: 10/15/13

(4653) Check or
Money Order

BEAUTIFUL
�ag & details pop!

** 75TH ANNIVERSARY SET **
(1) First-Ever Enhanced
Finish Silver Eagle

(1) Reverse Proof Silver Eagle

SOLD OUT AT THEMINT

Certi�ed by NGC, the Numismatic
Guaranty Corporation

Limit (2) Sets per household

coin images not to scale

Since 1995

A+ Rating

Ask about Perfect 70 Grade
Silver Coin Set - Only$295

�No dealers
please

RATES: For Classified Advertising--$17.00 per word 
with a 10-word minimum. Count street address 
and box numbers as two words. All city, state and 
zip codes as three words. Website is one word. 
Make sure to include your telephone number. 
Send advertising copy and remittance to: 
American Rifleman, NRA Classified Advertising, 
ATTN: Lillian Cliff, Classified Advertising, 3902 
Sandshell Drive, Fort Worth, TX 76137. For 
information about available categories/
headings, or for any other questions regarding 
classified advertising, please call: (817) 741-0320 
or e-mail: Lillian@rossmediagroup.us. Inquiries 
and credit card orders may be faxed to (817) 
741-0323. All classified advertising is payable in 
advance by check or money order to National 
Rifle Association (NRA). We accept all major 
credit cards. Please remember to provide the 
complete credit card number, expiration date, 
signature and billing address. All classified 
advertising and payments must be received at 
the above-noted address by the 15th day, three 
months in advance of the issue.

ACCESSORIES
COBRAY MAC AR15 M16 Parts Accessories & 
Kits MAC M-11 M-12 M-10 380acp & 9mm & TEC-9 
Magazines Match Grade Threaded 1911 & 
GLOCK Barrels Class III Parts Tools Books DVDs 
WWW.FTFINDUSTRIES.COM

1500 FINEST QUALITY REPRODUCTION GRIPS 
AND BUTTPLATES. PEARLIKE ™, IVORY-LIKE, STAG-
LIKE, ROSEWOOD, EBONY, AND WALNUT GRIPS. 
LICENSED COLT GRIP MAKER. 18 PAGE LIST $4.00. 
WWW.GUNGRIP.COM. NC ORDNANCE INC. PO 
BOX 3254, WILSON, NC 27895.

APPAREL

COLLECTIBLES

EDUCATION/TRAINING
GUNSMITHING AT PIEDMONT COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE. Two-year, hands-on program; financial 
aid available; approved for GI Bill benefits;  
P.O. Box 1197, Roxboro, NC  27573; (336) 599-1181; 
www.piedmontcc.edu

PENNSYLVANIA GUNSMITH SCHOOL, professional 
Gunsmith training since 1949. 812A Ohio River 
Blvd., Pittsburgh, PA 15202. (412) 766-1812; www.
pagunsmith.edu; http://www.pagunsmith.edu/
documents/FactsAboutPGS.pdf

FIREARMS
LUGER LIST, 400+ collector quality, $2, Oldest 
& Largest Luger Dealer, Simpson Ltd; 140 S 
Seminary St., Galesburg, IL 61401, (309) 342-5800, 
www.simpsonltd.com; lugers@simpsonltd.com

GUNSMITHING/REPAIR
Hot Bluing and Parkerizing. Hot Flash Gun 
Refinishing Service - www.hotflashrefinishing.com

OPTICS

REAL ESTATE
FREE! Ozarks’ largest real estate catalog. 
Affordable getaway properties of all types.  
www.onlineoml.com, (800) 591-4047.

TENNESSEE mountain top home,  
steel building w/apt. 15 +/- acres wildlife  
springs $810,000.00 clw1952@netzero.net,  
www.sunsetridgeoftennessee.com (423) 647-1329

PATCHES/PINS/AWARDS
DEPUTYPATCH.COM Military, civilian, and custom 
emblems for all your needs.

SAFES/SECURITY/ 
SELF DEFENSE
BurglarBomb stops intruders in seconds. 
Monitoring, police response unnecessary. 
BurglarBomb.com

WANTED
MACHINE GUNS - top dollar paid for single guns 
or collections. (215) 293-0200.

WINE/BEERMAKING
WINEMAKERS-BEERMAKERS. Free catalog.  
KRAUS, Box 7850-R, Independence, MO 64054. 
(800) 841-7404. www.eckraus.com/offers/r.asp

1.800.822.GOLD

AVAILABLE AT ONLY 0.5%
above our actual dealer cost*

Plus Express Shipping & Handling

1 full oz. of investment-grade
24K .9999 fine gold bullion

2013 $50 AMERICAN BUFFALO GOLD COIN

UNIVERSAL COIN & BULLION

Offer Expires:10/15/13

Vault Verification:
UAMRFBG1013

Call toll free for complete details.

. . . .

*Dealer cost at time of transaction.

��� SPECIAL OFFER ���

Since 1995

(4653)

UAMRFBG1013:AmRifle class  8/6/13  1:43 PM  Page 1

                            
www.Tech-SIGHTS.com  (843) 332-8222 


RUGER®  10/22  AK 47 

MARLIN® 60&795 SKS 
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Technical   i have This old gun …Technical   i have This old gun …

Photos by author

Model 1860 Spencer Carbine
Engineer Christopher Miner 

Spencer was one of those 19th 
century Yankee polymaths 

who was responsible for a huge 
number of different, fascinating con-
trivances. But it was his eponymous 
repeating rifle that really estab-
lished his place in the hierarchy of 
American inventors. His remarkable 
seven-shooter was a wonder. Few 
military arms could come close to 
its reliability for a good number of 
years following its introduction.

Spencer patented his rifle on 
March 6, 1860. Featuring a rotating 
block and tubular magazine in the 
butt, the gun was a snap to use. The 
shooter simply dropped a number 
of cartridges, nose-first, into the 
magazine, then the spring-loaded 
follower was inserted into the tube 
and locked into place. Next, the ham-
mer was put on half cock, and the 
lever lowered to allow a cartridge to 
be pushed into position by the fol-
lower. Raising the lever chambered 
the round. Now all one had to do 
was cock the hammer, aim, fire and 
repeat the process until the maga-
zine was empty. Spent cases were 
ejected from the top of the receiver.

A factory was established at 
Cheney Brothers Silk Mfg. Co., 
where Spencer worked, and his 
arms company was in business. 
Early models involved smallbore 
sporting rifles, of .36 and .44 cali-
ber, as well as prototype .44-cal. 
military arms.

At the beginning of the Civil 
War the Union Army’s principal 
infantry arm was a single-shot 
muzzleloading rifled musket, and 
the cavalry was supplied with a 
wide variety of breechloaders and 
muzzleloaders. After demonstrat-
ing his arm to the Navy Dept. in 
mid-1861, the U.S. Navy put in an 
order with Spencer for 700 rifles, 
which he boosted to 1,000. When 
some Army officers saw the rifle 
work, many were so impressed 
they purchased them privately for 
themselves and their men.  

The gun was chambered in a 
rimfire .56-56 cartridge, though 
the caliber was actually .52—the 
.56-56 designation coming from 
the measurements at the top and 
bottom of the case, the bullets 
themselves actually ran in the 
0.540"-0.552" range.

Reports from the field were uni-
versally favorable. The majority of 
early Spencers appear to have been 
rifle-length long arms, though it was 
as a carbine that the repeater really 
came into its own. Following Chris-
topher Spencer’s personal shooting 
session with President Abraham Lin-
coln, the War Dept. increased orders 
dramatically. By the time the Civil 
War ended, some 50,000 had been 
made, not counting the follow-on 
.50-cal. Model 1865 manufactured by 
the Burnside Rifle Co., a plant drawn 
into production because the main 
manufacturing facility just couldn’t 
keep up with demand. It became 
the North’s second most popular 
carbine, topped only by the Sharps, 
and it was so highly sought-after 
that practically all delivered before 
the cessation of hostilities saw use. 
Today it is unusual to find a wartime 
Spencer in exceptional condition.

The Spencer shown here is in 
NRA Antique Very Good condi-
tion, with an excellent bore, traces 
of case-hardening and a good bit 
of patina on the barrel. As such, it 
would be worth $2,750 to $3,000. 

—Garry James

Gun: Model 1860 Spencer carbine

Manufacturer: Spencer repeating 
rifle co., boSton, MaSS.

Serial nuMber: 54803
condition: nra antique Very good

caliber: .56-56 Spencer riMfire

Value: $2,750 to $3,000

With its 350- to 360-gr. bullets and charges running from 42 to 45 grs. of 
blackpowder, the Spencer’s .56-56 cartridge would likely have been use-
less at the ranges for which its folding ladder rear sight were calibrated.
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Nestled in the foothills of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains, 

the NRA Whittington Center is America’s 

premier outdoor recreation destination, offering 
state-of-the-art shooting ranges and fun for the entire family!  

NRA Whittington Center is a 501(c)(3) non profi t organization operating solely on donations 
and range and program fees. See our website to become a Whittington visitor and supporter. 

Shoot    Hunt    Hike 
Bike    Ride    Escape

www.nrawc.org        800-494-4853

Come experience the magic 
of the Old Santa Fe Trail.



Super Carry .45 ACP pistols establish a new benchmark for concealed carry 

and personal defense. Built in the Kimber® Custom Shop,™ no aspect of 

usability, dependability or performance was compromised. Round heel 

frames are easier to conceal and more comfortable to carry. Barrels, 

chambers and triggers are machined to critical match grade dimensions for 

superior accuracy. Directionally-engaging serrations guarantee fast, positive 

operation. The KimPro® II finish is self-lubricating and extremely resistant 

to both moisture and salt. Quality and performance are everything in a 

carry pistol and Super Carry models deliver both to an unequaled degree. 

Visit the nearest Kimber Master Dealer and see for yourself.

kimberamerica.com
        (888) 243-4522

T H E  C H O I C E  O F  A M E R I C A ’ S  B E S T

All Super Carry pistols have custom 
features like night sights with cocking 
shoulder, ambidextrous thumb safety and 
rounded/blended edges that will not snag. 

The Super Carry Pro™ .45 ACP is one 
of four models with a light weight 
aluminum frame for easier carry. It has a 
4-inch barrel and weighs only 28 ounces.

The Super Carry Pro HD™ .45 ACP is one 
of three HD models with a stainless steel 
frame for hard use. It has a 4-inch barrel 
and weighs 35 ounces.

©2012, Kimber Mfg., Inc. All rights reserved. Information and speci� cations are for reference only and subject to change without notice.

Kimber o� ers nearly 200 purpose-built pistols and ri� es to meet any need.

Unequaled Quality. Unmatched Performance.Unequaled Quality. Unmatched Performance.Unequaled Quality. Unmatched Performance.
Super Carry Pistols.

The Super Carry Ultra+™ .45 ACP has a 3-inch barrel for easy concealment 
and a full-length grip with round heel for additional control and comfortable 
carry. It weighs just 27 ounces. 



Enter today
for your chance

to Win!

12
GREAT GUNS
UP TO 12 CHANCES 

TO WIN!

Raf� e ends October 21, 2013!

Obama, 
Biden, 
Feinstein & 
Bloomberg 
want to 

TAKE
AWAY 
your guns...

 NRA is

GIVING
AWAY 
guns 
instead!

www.NRABannedGunsRaf� e.org

MANUFACTURER:
Remington Arms 
Company
CALIBER:
.243 Win.

FEATURES:
 Full-featured hunting ri� e on 

an AR-10-style platform
 Full Mossy Oak Treestand 

coverage 
 Single-stage trigger factory 

set at 4.5 - 5 lbs.

MANUFACTURER:
Sturm, Ruger & Co., Inc.
CALIBER:
5.56 x 45 mm NATO

FEATURES:
 Cleaner, cooler piston-driven 

operating system
 Two-stage, target-style trigger
 Magpul M.O.A. pistol grip

7. Remington Model R-25 Rifl e

8. Ruger SR-556 VT Rifl e

11. Stag Arms 8L Rifl e

12. Winchester Model 70 Featherweight Rifl e

9. SIG SAUER SIG522 SWAT Rifl e9. SIG SAUER SIG522 SWAT Rifl e

MANUFACTURER:
SIG SAUER, Inc.
CALIBER:
.22 LR

FEATURES:
 Fires affordable .22 rim� re ammo
 Weighs just 6 lbs. 6 oz.
 Integrated M1913 Picatinny rail

10. Smith & Wesson M&P10 Rifl e

MANUFACTURER:
Stag Arms
CALIBER:
.223 Rem.

FEATURES:
 Short-stroke piston 

designed from the ground up
 Midwest Industries front and 

rear � ip sights
 Left-handed operation

MANUFACTURER:
Winchester Repeating 
Arms
CALIBER:
.30-06 Sp� d.

FEATURES:
 M.O.A. “zero take up” trigger
 3-position safety
 Grade I satin-� nish checkered 

walnut stock

MANUFACTURER:
Smith & Wesson
CALIBER:
.308 Win.

FEATURES:
 Camo � nish
 Ambi safety selector, magazine 

release and bolt release
 .308 Win. chambering for super 

versatility

Entering is easy, 
fast and fun! 
•  Go to 

www.NRABannedGunsRaf� e.org

•  Choose the guns you’d like to 
win most.

•  Support NRA’s � ght for freedom 
with a suggested contribution of 
just $5 per entry*.



Check out the great guns 
we’re giving away...

1. Barrett Rec7 ri� e in 6.8 mm SPC

2. Centurion 39 Sporter AK-style ri� e in 7.62 x 39 mm

3. FN SCAR 17S ri� e in 7.62 x 51 mm NATO

4. IWI US TAVOR SAR ri� e in 5.56 x 45 mm NATO 

5. Les Baer Super Match ri� e in .204 Ruger

6. Remington Model 700 CDL ri� e in .270 Win. 

7. Remington Model R-25 ri� e in .243 Win. 

8. Ruger SR-556 VT ri� e in 5.56 x 45 mm NATO

9. SIG SAUER SIG522 SWAT ri� e in .22 LR 

10. Smith & Wesson M&P10 ri� e in .308 Win.

11. Stag Arms 8L ri� e in .223 Rem.

12. Winchester Model 70 Featherweight ri� e in .30-06 Sp� d.

Enter today
for your chance

to Win!

12
GREAT GUNS
UP TO 12 CHANCES 

TO WIN!

A N N O U N C I N G  N R A’s 

“Banned Guns” RAffle
Raf� e ends October 21, 2013 so that winners can be drawn!

www.NRABannedGunsRaf� e.org

Obama, 
Biden, 
Feinstein & 
Bloomberg 
want to 

TAKE
AWAY 
your guns...

 NRA is

GIVING
AWAY 
guns 
instead!

Suggested contribution:  Only $5 per ticket to help 
fund NRA’s critical defense of the Second Amendment!* 

Raf� e ends October 21, 2013 so that winners can be drawn! 
Go to www.NRABannedGunsRaf� e.org and ENTER 
TODAY for YOUR CHANCE to WIN!!!
*No donation required for entry.  A donation will not improve your chances of winning 
a prize.  See of� cial rules at www.NRABannedGunsRaf� e.org. 

NO PURCHASE OR DONATION NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN.  The “NRA Banned Gun Raf� e Sweepstakes” 
is open to legal residents of the United States & Washington D.C., age 21 years or older. Online sweepstakes 
entries must be received between 9:00 AM Eastern Time (“ET”) on 8/16/13 & 11:59 pm ET on 10/21/13. To enter 
& view complete Of� cial Rules, which govern this Sweepstakes, visit www.NRABannedGunsRaf� e.org.  Void 
where prohibited by law. Sponsor: National Ri� e Association of America.

4. IWI US TAVOR SAR ri� e in 5.56 x 45 mm NATO 4. IWI US TAVOR SAR ri� e in 5.56 x 45 mm NATO 

Check out the great guns 

12. Winchester Model 70 Featherweight ri� e in .30-06 Sp� d.12. Winchester Model 70 Featherweight ri� e in .30-06 Sp� d.12. Winchester Model 70 Featherweight ri� e in .30-06 Sp� d.

Raf� e ends October 21, 2013!




