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editor's note

T
he backyard is where we entertain and relax. It’s where we grow a few 
herbs and vegies, play and, yes, sometimes work (the garden studio 
is becoming very popular). Our outdoor spaces are also what we 
look out upon when we’re tucked up inside our homes — and they’re 

what prospective homebuyers cast a critical eye over — so ensuring they’re 
aesthetically pleasing as well as functional is all-important.

When you look outside is the view enticing? When you and the kids do 
venture into the garden, do you want to linger or get back inside as soon 
as possible? Most of us don’t have a lot of outdoor space to work with so 
creating a place that caters for multiple needs, as well as something you will 
want to use all year round, makes a lot of sense. It adds valuable living and 
entertaining space, and a well-designed, well-cared-for garden doesn’t just 
frame your home beautifully, it lifts your spirits.

If your backyard looks a fright, or it’s dull, dated or impractical, there’s a 
great deal you can do to make it into something the family will love. It will 
also add considerable value if you should ever decide to sell up. The process 
begins with assessing what’s right about your backyard, not just what’s wrong, 
and working out how your family wants to use the space. Do you need a place 
to cook and dine? Do you need a lawn for the kids? Would you like a pool or a 
deck or a pergola? How much maintenance are you up for?

You can take control of your own b=ackyard makeover, you can hand the 
whole thing over to the professionals or you can combine the two, perhaps 
getting a professional garden designer in and doing some of the prep work and 
planting yourself, but leaving the other stuff (building decks, laying paving) to 
the experts. Of course, some things such as building a swimming pool have to 
be left to the professionals.

This leads us to planning and budgeting. Makeovers can be done in stages, 
as funds allow, or in one go, but know what you can afford (including an 
amount for contingencies) before you start as a half-finished makeover might 
just be worse than no makeover at all!
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“Not all makeovers need to 
bring about dramatic change 

… sometimes all h at’s 
needed is some sensitive 

i ne-tuning and a few 
strategic adjustments” — 60



www.paradiseplants.com.au
john@paradiseplants.com.au

Paradise 
Sayaka

A CAMELLIA FOR EVERY SITUATION

Slimline™ Camellias
• slender • elegant • functional

Petite™ Camellias
• compact • colourful • versatile

Paradise™ Camellias
• tough • reliable • beautiful

P
a

radise Exotic Jew

el

Petite W

hit
e

S
lim

line With Love

Slimline Avala
n

ch
e

Slimline Irresistib

le

Petite 
Pink



The HOUSE OF BAMBOO® Difference
Specialists in bamboo and sustainable materials

Showroom: 13 Erith St, Botany 2019  T: 1300 665 703  E: info@houseofbamboo.com.au  www.houseofbamboo.com.au

Befor
e



The House of Bamboo® has been in the bamboo 

industry for over 50 years and is recognised 

today as one of Australia’s leading suppliers.
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Strategically placed exterior and garden lighting 

makes the outdoor spaces easy to use at night.



In h is sensitive makeover, existing formal 
elements have been retained  and celebrated

elegance
Easy

BEFORE & AFTER
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Words: Erina Starkey 

Photos: Peter Brennan

T
he owners of this Federation home loved their formal garden 

but felt some of their outdoor spaces could be put to better 

use, so they contacted Peter Ciobo, design director of Gaia 

Gardens, to create new alfresco cooking and dining areas. “Not 

only did we need to add a barbecue, pizza oven and a food preparation 

area, we needed to create two dining spaces. In doing so, however, it was 

important that the design ensured an effortless transition between new 

and existing elements,” says Peter.

The covered verandah proved to be the perfect spot for the food 

preparation bench, offering a practical extension from the nearby indoor 

kitchen. Complete with sink, storage facilities and a stainless-steel bar 

fridge, the bench squares off the verandah and is just the right height to 

allow an unobstructed view of the adjacent tennis courts. A glass-topped 

round wicker table and chair set was added, offering a casual spot for 

light meals and relaxing in the shade.

Wide steps lead from the verandah down to the open-air patio. The old 

paving bricks were taken up and sandstone paving laid. Selected for its 

heritage value and ability to seamlessly harmonise with the traditional 

design of the home, the sandstone warms and opens up the space. “The 

use of sandstone for the paving as well as the capping of the existing 

raised garden bed retaining walls, the steps and landings, references the 

sandstone that was already in place around the pool and cabana. Using 

ABOVE This makeover shows how a garden can be updated 

while still respecting the existing design elements.

LEFT Richly coloured natural sandstone was used for the 

new paving as well as for the steps and wall capping.
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“It was important h at h e design 
ensured an ef ortless transition 

between new and existing elements”

A formal contemplation garden, located next to 

the cooking area, was retained and a seat added.

The newly paved patio nestles 

comfortably into its well-

established formal surrounds.

The built-in barbecue was placed 

next to the house and is just a step 

away from the wood-fired oven.
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the same stone brought all the outdoor spaces together,” says Peter. 

An impressive wood-fired pizza oven and barbecue were located on 

the patio. The barbecue was installed next to the house, the oven near 

the dining table, but both were built into structures made of the same 

red brick used for the exterior of the house. The pizza oven backs on to 

an existing garden bed that is smartly bordered with a low buxus hedge, 

helping to integrate the oven into the formal garden structure. 

When the owners feel like some quiet time, they can stroll around the 

garden bed which features a miniature maze design, created with mondo 

grass, and is surrounded by pebble paths. In the centre of the maze 

stands a flowing urn-style fountain and there is a garden bench, added by 

Gaia Gardens, so they can sit and enjoy the peaceful vista.

To complement the existing formal plantings, topiary buxus cones 

in tall cylindrical pots were introduced to the patio, as were decorative 

planters and Victorian urns crowned with flowers. “This was intended to 

draw the eyes up, creating a sense of depth to the garden,” says Peter. 

Elsewhere, mass plantings were placed at garden edges to soften the 

look of the paving and to the side of the patio, an extensive lilly pilly hedge 

creates an impressive backdrop while ensuring total privacy for family 

meals and larger get-togethers. 

While this elegant garden is still the perfect setting for a stroll or to 

spend some time in quiet contemplation, it offers all the functionality a 

modern family requires — places to cook, eat, entertain and unwind. Says 

Peter: “My design philosophy is to create open, functional, uncluttered 

spaces that give a sense of balance and issue an invitation to linger.” This 

transformed garden delivers on all counts.

before

The food preparation unit and bar 

fridges were conveniently located 

on the covered verandah.



www.lifestylebbqs.com  The Australian Barbeque 

AUSTRALIAN MADE  BBQS & OUTDOOR KITCHENS

AUSTRALIAN MADE | FACTORY DIRECT | 25 YEAR WARRANTY

The Lifestyle “Designer Series” 
Outdoor Kitchen range

OPEN: Mon-Fri 9am-5pm Sat 9am-2.30pm

SYDNEY PLEASE CALL: 9773 6245 | AUST WIDE CALL TOLL FREE: 1300 849 790

113A Fairford Rd, Padstow (Just off the M5 Motorway) 

Greenhills Beach

A Real BBQ Factory Avalon

Alfords Point

Waterproof Laminex® cabinets coupled with elegant aluminium framed 

glass doors in the colour of your choice.

An Australian made BBQ, your choice of additional appliances and stone 

benchtops complete the best quality most durable outdoor kitchen you can buy.

Talk to the experts at Lifestyle BBQs on 02 9773 6245 to discover how 

you can create your ideal Outdoor Kitchen.

Stainless Steel Cookware



14 |  BACKYARD MAKEOVERS

This stunning garden draws on the 

simplicity of Japanese design to 

make a strong first impression.



TAKE A LEAF
Each autumn, h is totally transformed r ont 
garden puts on an impressive foliage display 
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BEFORE & AFTER

Words: karen booth

Photos: patrick redmonD

W
ith its striking east-meets-west 

design, this front garden is 

the talk of the neighbourhood 

every autumn, for this is when 

the Japanese maples erupt into a blaze of 

seasonal colour. Inspired by the simple styling 

of Japanese gardens and the earthy look we 

equate with landscaping on the west coast 

of America, the garden gives this Californian 

bungalow in the suburbs of Melbourne an 

arresting streetscape.

Designer Dave Bennett of Gardens by 

Design says the homeowners were clear 

about what they wanted. “There was to 

be no lawn, a simple planting palette that 

changes with the seasons, a private place 

for reading and contemplation, and the 

sound of water,” he says. 

“There were practical issues to be resolved, 

too,” adds Dave. “We needed to deal with the 

level changes from the street to the house, 

re-design the vehicle entry point, create a 
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designated pedestrian entrance, find space for 
a large-capacity rainwater tank, and create an 
easy run-out to the street for the wheelie bins.”

The timber boardwalk, constructed of yellow 
stringybark decking and Australian white 
cypress posts, solved the level problems. The 
earth-coloured, urn-style fountain provides the 
sound of water in motion, and there is a hand-
carved granite seat upon which the owners can 
sit and survey their unique garden. 

“A garden design must suit the surrounding 
environment, micro-climate and aspect,” says 
Dave. With this in mind, his planting palette 
includes Acer rubrum ‘October Glory’ (the 
spectacular Japanese maples which are the 
garden’s feature trees), Pittosporum tobira

‘Miss Muffet’, Doryanthus excelsior, Scleranthus 

biflorus (a lime-coloured native Australian 
groundcover), Correa ‘Dusky Bells’, Nandina 

domestica, Ophiopogon japonicum (dwarf and 
full size), Cornus florida, Azalea ‘Gumpo White’ 
and ‘Alba Magnifica’, Bolaskian pallens ‘Didgery 
Sticks’, Viburnum plicatum, Gardenia ‘Florida’ 
and Mahonia bealii. Add to this Hymenosporum 

flavum and Juniperus ‘Spartan’, which were 
used for screening.

Dave’s emphasis on sustainability is 
evident throughout the garden. It can be seen 
in the use of plantation-grown Australian 
hardwood decking, the locally sourced river 
stone used for the dry river bed, the use of 
recycled brick to create the new entry pillars, 

and the installation of a concealed rainwater 
harvesting tank which feeds a timer-
controlled drip irrigation system. Dave also 
chose only drought-hardy plants that wouldn’t 
need excessive watering and ensured recycled 
organic matter was mixed into the existing 
soil strata to improve the health of the soil 
before planting.

The creation of this garden was not without 
its trials, however. Says Dave: “There were 
extensive town planning heritage overlays that 
had to be worked through and the installation 
of the in-ground rainwater tank was a 
challenge, as was installing the concealed 
lighting to all levels of the boardwalk.” But 
clearly, the effort was well worth it.

The boardwalk that takes you from the front gate 
to the home is made of plantation-grown timber.

A Japanese-style stone bench sits in 
a shady spot from which the entire 

garden can be quietly surveyed.

Acer rubrum ‘October G lory’ is a 
spectacular plant providing an 
explosion of colour during autumn.
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BEFORE & AFTER

“With its striking east-
meets-west design, this front 

garden is the talk of the 
neighbourhood every autumn”

The simulated river bed flows towards 

a simple urn water feature which is 

up-lit at night for added emphasis.

before



h is garden combines modern functionality 
wih  a timeless formal-style-landscape design 

classic
It’s a
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Embraced by plants that offer 

privacy, the pool is expertly 

integrated into the backyard.
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WORDS: Karen Booth 

PHOTOS: Patrick Redmond

N
estled in one of Melbourne’s most sought-after suburbs is a 

grand home that was deserving of an equally impressive rear 

garden. Thanks to Ian Barker of Ian Barker Gardens, that’s 

what the homeowners now have. “A well-designed traditional 

residence deserves an equally beautiful garden design and it’s my aim to 

design gardens that complement the residence perfectly,” says Ian.

The owners wanted a formal yet practical rear outdoor space. The 

formal style complements not only the architecture of their home, but the 

look of the adjoining properties. In designing the rear garden, the needs 

of the whole family, including two active young girls, had to be considered. 

To fulfil everyone’s requirements, Ian had to come up with a landscape 

design that would incorporate an inviting pool area, a trampoline, a small 

vegie patch and a chicken coop.

By the time Ian and his team became involved in the project, the 

concrete shell of the pool had already been positioned. “Luckily, it was in 

a position that provided the opportunity to create a somewhat secluded 

breathing space. Given that the owners have two daughters, I felt that it 

was important to create a lounging area by the pool and make it feel as 

secluded as we could,” says Ian.

The pool, which is surrounded by a combination of frameless glass and 

simple black metal fencing, boasts a classical feature wall behind which 

the pool equipment is stored. Functioning as a focal point of the garden, 

the wall features a pattern inspired by decorative motifs within the house 

and a trio of simple water spouts.

ABOVE Of classical design, the feature wall at the end of 

the swimming pool boasts a trio of chic water spouts.

LEFT The chicken coop, placed at the side of the garden, 

provides the hens with a safe and comfortable home.
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The plants, all of which are hardy, 

are integral to the look and feel of 

the renovated backyard.

To one side of the 

blue-tiled pool there 

sits a lounge area that 

overlooks the plant-

filled garden.

“h is garden is a testament to 
h e fact h at formal landscape 

styles can be eco-r iendly” 

Natural bluestone was the material of choice for 

the main pathway and the steppers in the lawn.
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The primary paving material is Ian’s favourite: sawn bluestone. A 
formal pathway of sawn bluestone leads down the middle of the yard 
towards the pool and adjacent garage. It is grandly guarded by topiarised 
lilly pillies (Syzygium australe ‘Elegance’), clipped into cone shapes.

Cleverly interwoven into the largely formal design are some surprises, 
including some welcome sustainable elements. A small vegie garden has 
been positioned on the south side of the garden; this allows the vegies to 
take full advantage of the morning sun yet enjoy the protection from the 
afternoon heat that the house affords. A chicken enclosure with a cubby-
house-style “chicken palace” has been tucked to one side of the garden. It 
is fully fenced and roomy enough to accommodate several lemon trees.

The chickens eat the family’s kitchen scraps and produce manure, 
which is dynamite for the garden, and fresh eggs which are a real treat 
for the family. The family can also avail themselves of fresh, aromatic 
rosemary sprigs any time they like thanks to the rosemary hedging 
around the vegie garden and along the fence of the chicken coop.

“To add to the sustainability of this design, a 40,000-litre water tank 
has been buried underneath the back lawn and is connected to both the 
irrigation system and pool top-up system,” explains Ian. “The position of 
the tank means all the stormwater is gravity fed from the house into the 
tank, maximising the amount of water collected.”

This garden is a testament to the fact that formal landscape styles can 
be eco-friendly and sustainable without compromising on design or plant 
selection. In this instance, Ian chose mainly hardy plants which may not 
be routinely found in a traditional formal garden but nonetheless look 
the part — and require less care and attention, leaving more time for the 
family to simply enjoy their garden.

before

An avenue of topiarised, cone-shaped 
Syzygium australe ‘Elegance’ is a key 
feature of the new design.
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Wih  its arresting mut i-level design and intriguing 
water feature, h is garden is a work of art

design
� t of 
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BEFORE & AFTER

The use of a limited palette of green 

foliage plants gives the garden a lush, 

inviting look and a relaxed feel. 
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WORDS: nick kennedy

PHOTOS: peter brennan

F
rom the moment I first spied this 

property on Sydney’s North Shore, a 

garden with formal clean lines and 

modern contemporary elements started 

to take shape in my mind. Of course there were 

a few issues which needed to be addressed first, 

such as the existing level changes and an open 

garage which had to be screened, but what 

developed over a relatively short period of time 

was an elegant yet understated rear garden 

design with plenty of impact.

I think that this garden is an extremely good 

example of what can be achieved when you 

add a little bit of imagination into the mix. I am 

particularly pleased with how the water feature 

“h e use of geometric 
lines and a mut i-
functional design 

speak to h e modernity 
of h e garden”

ABOVE The water feature, comprised of a series of ponds 

and mini cascades, is a highlight of the design. 

LEFT The design relies heavily on strong horizontal lines 

softened by the natural forms of the plants.
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BEFORE & AFTER
The remodelled garden is a restful 

space, due in no small part to the 

calming effect of the ponds.

before
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turned out. Taking advantage of the changes 

in level, the tiered network of mini cascades 

and ponds seems to wend this way and that as 

it flows from the elevated rear of the property 

down towards the paved entertaining area 

abutting the house. 

To visually widen and open up the backyard, I 

used strong horizontal lines throughout. These 

can be seen in the slatted wooden panels hiding 

the carport, the timber bench-style seating, 

the large-format travertine paving and the low 

plantings. To provide privacy and security, I 

introduced a stepped, painted brick retaining 

wall along the side of the property which 

borders a public pathway.

Like so many people today, the owners love 

to entertain and they wanted to be able to do 

this in a modern and warm environment. The 

use of geometric lines and a multi-functional 

design speak to the modernity of the garden; 

the soothing water feature, subtle night lighting, 

natural materials, neutral colours and foliage 

texture create an atmosphere that is inviting 

and very relaxing.

As it was of prime importance that the 

entertaining potential of the rear garden be 

fully maximised, I decided to create two key 

outdoor entertaining zones. The sunny back 

corner became a decked oasis for more casual 

occasions and a large paved area, which connects 

to the house and outdoor galley-style kitchen, 

was created for more formal get-togethers. 

To give the garden a restful atmosphere, 

I used a limited palette of lush green foliage 

plants. Low, bun-shaped shrubs such as 

Pittosporum tobira, lilly pilly, lavender and giant 

red bromeliads give the garden visual relief from 

the geometric lines and neutral coloured paving. 

The result is a cohesive space in which the 

various zones and levels are connected through 

the repeated use of materials, from the sliding 

timber panels that disguise the carport to the 

timber benches that provide additional seating 

around the paved dining area. The planting, the 

stone paving, and the unique water feature also 

act as linking devices.

As a designer it always gives me great 

satisfaction to see a garden develop over the 

years, from the birth of that first concept idea 

right through to the evolution of a fully mature 

landscape. In this instance, I have been able to 

have ongoing input into its development. Not 

only that, the garden has been professionally 

maintained so it has been able to evolve over 

time without losing its original design intent, 

which is one of the greatest joys for a designer.

Nick Kennedy is a landscape architect and 

head designer at Art in Green, a Sydney-based 

landscape design and construction business.

The deck sits in a sunny spot 

and is the ideal space in which to 

relax and enjoy the lush garden.

Travertine was used for the paving as well as the 

steppers incorporated into the water feature.

As the sun begins to set, the rear 

garden takes on a new personality 

with the use of landscape lighting.
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No mat er how small h e space, a clever 
design can make a big impact in a garden

wonder
Small
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Words: Carrol Baker

Photos: Peter Brennan

I
ngenuity and a willingness to think outside the box have added 

timeless appeal to this now charming garden, which flows with 

effortless ease from the home’s interior.

What the owner of this Sydney home wanted was a comfortable 

outdoor entertaining area that reflected her love of plants. What she 

had was a garden that felt closed in, had little to look at other than 

a garden shed and chunky concrete steps and paths, and an interior 

living space that felt disconnected from the outdoors.

Now-retired landscape designer Margery Postlethwaite worked 

closely with the owner to create a fusion of indoor and outdoor living 

areas that dramatically increases the feeling of space, both inside 

the home and out in the garden. The timber steps that flow down to 

the garden are integral to the improved indoor-outfoor flow and one 

of Marjery’s favourite design features.

“The steps are functional, allowing you to gradually descend 

into the garden while also being broad enough to provide casual 

seating. They’re also aesthetically beautiful due to their almost 

semi-circular shape,” she says. 
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The paved dining area 

is surrounded by lush 

plants, creating a sense 

of sanctuary and privacy.
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To allow more natural light in the home’s interior, the rear wall was 

removed and replaced with floor-to-ceiling sliding red cedar-framed 

doors. The timber used for the door frames is complemented by the 

hard-wearing merbau timber decking and the Stonetex pavers in the 

adjacent open-air entertaining area. 

Throughout the garden there is a striking blend of tropical-style plants 

with an infusion of bright and breezy colours. There are sun-kissed 

daylilies to add a dash of colour, shade-loving begonias to bring a crisp 

cool feel to those areas that receive little sun, along with fellow shade-

lovers Spathiphyllum ‘Sensation’ and Mackaya bella.

Many of the plants were chosen not only for their aesthetic appeal, but 

to serve a purpose. A trellis painted purple and planted with two climbers, 

Trachelospermum jasminoides and Pandorea jasminoides, cleverly screens 

the garden shed. The jasmine covered trellis also provides the owner with 

sweet fragrance and a green view from the kitchen window. 

Plantings of bamboo offer seclusion and privacy from neighbouring 

properties. In the shady areas, Himalayan bamboo was used and for 

those areas exposed to partial sunlight, Alphonse Karr bamboo. Both 

of these bamboos are non-invasive clumping varieties that are ideal for 

screening in small gardens.

The owner frequently travels, so it was essential that the garden was 

low maintenance. Once established, the new plants, all hardy species, will 

require infrequent watering. When watering is needed, it will be done via 

a drip irrigation system with a timer. Now the owner has a garden that is 

all about enjoyment and is a beeze to maintain. Perfection!

“Ingenuity and a willingness to h ink 
outside h e box have added timeless 
appeal to h is now charming garden”

Floor-to-ceiling 

sliding doors open 

out onto the garden, 

creating an easy 

indoor-outdoor flow.

before

The merbau timber 

steps seamlessly 

link the house with 

the garden and act 

as extra seating.

Stepping stones create 

pathways throughout 

the garden beds to make 

tending to plants easier.





For one golf-mad Sydneysider, a major 
garden makeover was an opportunity to 

make a dream to come true

JOIN THE CLUB
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BEFORE & AFTER

The retaining walls between the 

lawn and entertaining area were   

built using rockface sandstone.
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WORDS: Karen Booth 

PHOTOS: Peter Brennan

I
f you’re mad for golf then this amazing set-up 
will turn you green with envy. After all, isn’t it 
every golfer’s dream to have somewhere they 
can sink a few putts in their own backyard? 

Factor in the breathtaking water views offered 
by Sydney’s northern beaches and the well-
appointed outdoor lounging area and you have 
an entertainer’s paradise.

When the owner briefed Matt Beckett of 
Reflective Gardens, it was clear from the 
outset that the focus was to be on having fun 
and entertaining. “A stylish area for relaxing 
and socialising was important, but the pivotal 
element was to be a golf green so the owner, a 
keen golfer, could practise his swing and invite 
his friends to do the same,” says Matt.

The golf green created by Reflective Gardens 
is truly remarkable. Constructed according 
to United States Golfing Association (USGA) 
specifications, there is a bunker, three different 
tee spots and a golf driving cage. After a few 
fun hours on the green, the homeowner and 
his pals can retire to the new entertaining area 
to relax with a glass of wine. This area is paved 
in bluestone crazy paving and is oriented to 
capture views of Pittwater, one of Sydney’s most 
picturesque locales.

Turning an unloved sloping backyard into a golf 
club-style landscape (dubbed Palms Resort) was 
not a simple task. “First we had to clear what had 
been an unused site of overgrown vegetation and 
fallen trees, a mammoth task in itself,” explains 
Matt. “Then there was the steep slope of the site to 
contend with. This involved a great deal of cutting 
and filling to create level areas to make the space 
both practical and aesthetically pleasing.” 

ABOVE From the house and entertaining level, you can 

enjoy a view of Pittwater on Sydney’s northern beaches. 

LEFT Natural materials were used to marry the garden 

with the environment and give it a real sense of place. 
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BEFORE & AFTER
Sandstone boulders used for the 

retaining work and garden beds 

enhance the garden’s natural look.

Dubbed Palms Resort by the 

homeowner, this reinvented          

rear garden is a private oasis.
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Natural stone features heavily in the 

construction and finish. This adds to the 

sense of luxury and ties the garden and 

green into the wider natural environment. 

Sandstone boulders were used in the creation 

of the level areas, doubling as a design 

feature in their own right, and dimension 

sandstone ballast with a rockface finish was 

used for the upper retaining walls.

The planting was chosen to complement 

the coastal environs, also to add a dash of 

resort style. Surrounding the green and the 

bunker are native grasses such as Lomandra 

‘Lime Wave’, Lomandra ‘Seascape’ and 

Dianella, which are hardy plants that do 

well without much water or attention and 

contribute a sense of fullness and some 

To contrast the sandstone walling, bluestone was 

chosen for the crazy-paved entertaining space.

“At er a few fun hours on 
h e green, h e homeowner 
and his pals can retire to 

h e new entertaining area”

before

gentle motion when the breeze picks up. 

For the top garden beds around the paved 

area there are frangipanis, canna lillies, 

Philodendron ‘Xanadu’ and Cordyline ‘Rubra’, 

all plants that contribute a lush look and 

some textural interest.

To keep the golf green, well, green, Reflective 

Gardens installed a fully automatic irrigation 

system with pop-up sprays to slake the thirst of 

the turf areas. In the garden beds, drip irrigation 

delivers an easy, even flow of water as needed. 

Water for irrigation is harvested from the roof 

of the home. The run-off is first diverted into a 

top tank and then into a bottom tank. Because 

the site slopes, the bottom tank has a pressure 

pump to ensure efficient water delivery. The 

result is an always green and inviting landscape 

and a backyard that is the envy of all.



FINISH IN TIME 
FOR winter
With the freezing, wet winter months looming, 

now is the perfect time to protect your favourite 

outdoor spaces with Quantum Timber Finishes.

Made in Australia to suit our extreme weather 

conditions, Quantum Timber Finishes have 

been developed using the latest technological          

advances and renewable resources to protect 

your outdoor living and entertaining spaces for 

years to come.

Available in 32 beautiful transparent colours as 

well as Natural. Quantum’s Timber Plus range 

for doors, windows, pergolas, feature walls and 

decking made from Bio Based resins hits the 

spot for environmental responsibility.
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In redesigning the garden, Rob 

Waddell chose a soft look with an 

easy flow and lots of plants.

An imaginative approach to design 
has delivered a distinctive natural 
garden wih  a relaxed rustic feel

original
A true

WORDS: karen booth

PHOTOS: Patrick Redmond

T
he design brief was to 

create a garden befitting 

the property’s semi-rural 

surrounds. There was to 

be sweeping lawns, an abundance 

of plants, enhanced views from the 

house and around the property, and 

improved access from the driveway 

to the front door.

“The overall look was to be 

natural, soft and flowing so there 

are no sharp corners in the garden. 

The path, edging and lawn all curve 

in gentle arcs to complement the 

country feel and flow within the 

space,” explains Rob Waddell from 

Waddell Landscapes.

Garden edging comprised 

staggered red gum blocks, and a 

bluestone crazy-paved path and 

patio are crucial elements of the 

new design. “Natural stone paving 

in a random style was in keeping 

with the country atmosphere and 

the owners’ relaxed lifestyle, while 

the random red gum garden edging 

was an original way of having an 

attractive border that complements 

rather than detracts from the 

garden behind. The raw look and 

texture work perfectly in a curved 

layout,” says Rob.
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BEFORE & AFTER
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before

TOP RIGHT The red gum edging adds to the rustic look of 
the garden and suits the semi-rural locale.
LEFT The curved random bluestone path is given a lift by 
border planting of Salvia ‘Impact Purple’.
ABOVE Plants were selected and garden beds formed to 
provide pleasing views from inside the house.

“h e plants enhance h e 
garden’s sot  feel and 
were chosen wih  great 

care as h ey can be seen 
r om many points”

The plants enhance the garden’s soft feel 

and were chosen with great care as they can be 

seen from many points throughout the property 

and from inside the house. “Autumn colours 

and seasonal showstoppers provide year-round 

interest,” points out Rob. “Select feature trees and 

pockets of perennials, such as penstemon, salvia, 

foxglove, Russian sage and butterfly bush, which 

are all favourites of mine, were used.”

“My philosophy is that plants bring life into a 

garden but they must be carefully selected and 

thoughtfully placed,” he continues. “The rewards 

of doing so are beyond what most people can 

comprehend until they experience the impact first 

hand. For example, the bluestone path looks great 

by itself, but the introduction of Salvia ‘Impact 

Purple’ along its border shows how functional 

becomes magical and gives the hardscaping an 

undeniable lift.”

Plant life and turf are crucial elements to 

soften hard landscaping elements such as paths. 

While Rob believes that “it’s all about balance”, 

he also acknowledges just how vital it is to 

resolve fundamental issues such as drainage for 

a successful outcome. “A lot of water comes into 

this part of the garden so I had to make sure it 

could be directed into the appropriate channel 

and dispersed elsewhere on the property. Another 

problem was a slightly more unusual one. Birds 

had been a hindrance in the old garden, kicking 

mulch out of the garden beds. My resolution 

was the random garden edging that stands high 

above the mulch, acting as a barrier and a design 

element.” A win-win solution.



Thinking about a no-fuss 

improvement to your front 

or backyard?

Want some privacy in your 

personal space?

Looking for ways to remove 

unsightly views from your 

garden while broadening 

your space?

Want to do all the above 

in a cost-ef ective and low 

maintenance way?

Transform your garden into a private paradise!

We bring you high-quality, 

specially-treated, low

maintenance bamboo panels 

to allow you to achieve your 

dreams of a private and serene 

garden quickly and easily.

You do not need special skills. 

A few hours on a weekend and 

you can sit and relax in your 

own personal resort paradise. 

No more watering hedges,

no fallen leaves, no prunes.

For more information on how you can use bamboo panels to achieve 
your beautiful garden dreams instantly, visit our website on:
www.infinitypanels.com.au



Mut i-generational and mut i-functional, 
h is rear garden meets h e needs of every 

family member 

FOR THE FAMILY
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The pathway is the backbone of the 

backyard and wraps around the lawn 

where the kids and the dog play. 

BEFORE & AFTER



46 |  BACKYARD MAKEOVERS

WORDS: Karen booth

PHOTOS: peter brennan

W
hen you have a swimming pool 

you no longer need, what do you 

do? You call in a professional 

landscape designer who can 

come up with a cost-effective way to reclaim the 

space and integrate it into a new, more functional 

and appealing overall garden design. But what do 

you do if you have a family where each member 

has very different priorities for that redesigned 

garden? You call in a designer like Steve Warner 

of OUTHOUSE design who loves a challenge. 

“This project is a great example of the 

changing world in which we live,” says Steve, 

“where families come back together under 

the one roof for reasons such as health, 

companionship or convenience, yet they are still 

individuals seeking outdoor spaces that will 

meet their specific needs.”

For Steve, it was like having five clients. 

“Client one was mum who was relocating to 

her daughter’s house. She was coming from a 

large home and garden and required a place to 

meditate and entertain her friends. Client two 

was dad who wanted a productive garden where 

he could grow vegies; he also needed garden 

access that would be easy for a walker,” he says.

ABOVE The hexagonal summerhouse is the focal point   

of the design and can be used in a variety of ways.

LEFT The in situ Peppercorn-coloured concrete path 

complements the paved outdoor entertaining area.
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BEFORE & AFTER
Bollard lights were placed along 

the pathway to create safe passage 

through the garden at night.

before
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Client three was the daughter, who wanted 
a place where she could get away from it all 
and client four, well, that was her young son 
who just wanted to be able to play football. 
And the fifth client? That was the family dog.

What Steve designed is a calm and inviting 
multi-functional rear garden in which the 
new summerhouse, nestled amid the plants, 
is the focal point. “It’s the place to get away 
and an essential component of the design,” 
he says. “It was important that it be in 
character with the home and didn’t look out 
of place within the garden. Also, the internal 
floor space had to be flexible so it could 
be used for different things, from morning 
tea with friends to spending a moment in 
contemplation.” 

The pathway to the summerhouse can be 
accessed via a gentle slope from the rear 
entertaining area or, for the nimbler family 
members, a set of wide steps. The pathway, 
which was fashioned out of in situ concrete, 
acts as the backbone of the garden and 
connects the key zones such as the open 
lawn, summerhouse and vegie patch area. 

The planting scheme comprises shrubs 
for structure and year-round interest, 
seasonal flowering plants and small feature 
trees to draw the eye from the home and 
the summerhouse. The shrubs include 
westringia (‘Blue Gem’ and ‘Aussie Box’), 
rosemary and Japanese pittosporum. 
Offering bursts of floral colour there is bird 
of paradise, clivia, agapanthus, kangaroo 

paw and salvia, along with border plantings 
of society garlic. Groundcovers include 
creeping boobialla, lamb’s ear, hardenbergia 
and banksia.

Choosing where to place the plants wasn’t 
quite as straightforward a proposition as you 
might think. “One of the key factors was the 
location of the old swimming pool. Even after 
being broken down and infilled, it still had an 
impact on how we could lay out the garden. 
The location of the lawn and trees had to be 
considered with the pool outline in mind,” 
says Steve.

With each challenge successfully resolved, 
the family now has a garden that perfectly fits 
their needs and complements both the house 
and the garden’s bushland-adjacent location.

The emphasis is on hardy plants, 

such as westringia and lomandra, 

and the interplay of textures.

The summerhouse, which sits in a corner of the 

garden, is surrounded by a diverse mix of plants.

The vegie patch is comprised of 

raised timber garden beds which 

make tending to plants very easy.

“A calm and inviting 
mut i-functional rear 

garden in which h e new 
summerhouse, nestled 
amid h e plants, is h e 

focal point”



Create a beautiful ambience around your home

Designer Water 
Features specialises 
in high quality 
water features 
handcra� ed from 
copper, natural 
stone, concrete 
and terrazzon.

Contemporary 
Natural Stone & 
Copper Designs

www.designerwaterfeatures.com.au

SYDNEY  |  Designer Water Features  |  Unit 4, 181-187 Taren Point Rd, Caringbah NSW 2229

p 02 8544 3126  I  m 0434 744 978  I  e info@designerwaterfeatures.com.au

MELBOURNE  |  Water Features Direct  |  p 03 9486 8323  I  e info@waterfeaturesdirect.com.au

Our unique contemporary water 

features are not your traditional 

tiered fountain or urn style designs.

Our architectural bowls can be 

incorporated into swimming 

pools and ponds.

Our range consists of:

• Contemporary Architectural 

 Bowls

• Stone Columns, Ponds, Pots 

 & Copper Walls

• Outdoor Lighting & Pumps

• Stainless Steel & Glass Features

• Sheer Descent Spillways
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The timber deck at the back of the 

house is a welcoming space where 

the owner can relax with friends.



WELL CONNECTED
Creating a strong connection to nature is h e key 

to success in h is small-space makeover

BEFORE & AFTER
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WORDS: Karen Booth 

PHOTOS: Peter Brennan

A
lthough a novice gardener, the 

owner of this Sydney property was 

keen to develop a green thumb so 

having lots of plants was just as 

important as having places to unwind. Anthea 

Dunlop, the landscape designer who had 

transformed the owner’s previous property, 

was called in to create what she describes as 

“an informal sanctuary for a busy professional 

who is keen to do a little gardening on the 

weekend and grow some vegies and herbs”. 

“My brief was to create an inviting and 

usable informal garden,” says Anthea. “This 

involved making the long narrow space appear 

larger, screening the fences, improving the 

access from the existing deck to the garden 

and creating spaces for casual barbecues and 

larger gatherings for people of all ages.” 

Anthea put the block’s gentle slope to good 

use, introducing two levels linked by broad 

 steps that can be used as informal seating. 

On the lower level there is a rounded, plant-
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encircled paved area that flows off the garden 

path which is perfect for relaxed entertaining. 

Featuring a large fire pit, this area has become 

a favourite place to gather on a winter’s night. 

Additional casual seating was provided in the 

form of a red wall that draws focus to the upper 

level. Guests can sit on the wall and chat as 

the homeowner tends the barbecue. This level, 

which catches the warming winter sun, also 

features a large date palm, which was retained 

from the original garden. 

The porphyry paving is another feature of the 

new design. “This is a very hardy, dense stone 

that doesn’t need sealing and doesn’t show 

stains. Also, the colour variation in the stone is 

subtle and the tones warm,” explains Anthea. 

For textural interest, crazy paving was used 

for the fire pit zone and cobbles for the upper 

garden level, the border around the fire pit 

area and for the garden path that provides easy 

access from the house to the carport.

Anthea’s complementary planting palette 

heavily relies on low maintenance plants with 

interesting textures, colour and forms. “The key 

to planting in a small space is to have a variety 

of colours and textures without being too hectic, 

and to use the plants to achieve a balance 

between softness and structure,” she explains. 

From top to bottom, this re-imagined rear 

garden epitomises Anthea’s approach to design. 

“Gardens need to be a sanctuary,” she says. “A 

garden needs to take you out of the fast-paced 

world that we live in and provide a connection 

to nature, somewhere to sit and relax or to 

entertain friends.” This is precisely what this 

inspired makeover has delivered.

TOP An enticing area, designed for relaxed fireside 

chats, was created on the lower level of the yard. 

RIGHT Colour accents are provided by the red wall, 

garden sculpture and the statuesque canna lilies.

ABOVE Plants such as Plectranthus ciliates wrap   

the cosy fire pit area in their leafy green embrace.



BEFORE & AFTER
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“The key to planting in a small 
space is to have a variety of 

colours and textures without 
being too hectic”

Paved in porphyry cobbles, a long 

path wends its way through the 

garden, leading to the carport.

before
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Get  swept  along
Wih  curves in all h e right places, h is rear 
garden is as enticing as it is eco-r iendly
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BEFORE & AFTER

The planting is zoned and embraces several themes, 

including vegetable and ornamental garden beds. 
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WORDS: Karen Booth

PHOTOS: Peter BrennaN

W
ith its sweeping curves and abundant plant life, this 

award-winning eco-friendly garden, designed by Adrian 

Swain of ecodesign and constructed by The Other Side 

Landscapes, invites exploration.

The brief from the owners was to redesign a rear garden that was 

dominated by a large unused and unwanted 1960s swimming pool and 

turn it into an oasis that would be contemporary, productive, sustainable 

and fauna-friendly. Specifically, the owners required spaces where they 

could raise chickens and grow fruit trees, vegetables and herbs, and they 

wanted a frog habitat and bird-attracting plants.

In terms of the plant selection, they requested seasonal interest with 

opportunities for annual colour and as far as practicalities went, they 

wanted sitting walls, a day bed and a discrete space where they could 

have an old-fashioned clothesline to hang their sheets on. The structural 

elements of the garden were based on a spiral and include a circular frog 

pond, and a retaining wall with custom-made double bullnose capping 

that was raked and curved to work with the contours of the site. 

The planting design is well considered and encompasses several 

main themes. The main theme, which runs throughout the rear garden, 

is productive plantings. Places for fruit, vegetable and herb growing 

were located in the areas that receive the optimal amount of sun. Plants 

chosen to attract birds, fauna and promote biodiversity comprise the 

W

w

w

wbefore

ABOVE The strong curves of the design and the abundant 

planting give the rear garden an inviting, natural look.

OPPOSITE Pavers saved from the old garden were used to 

create stepping-stone paths through the garden beds.
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BEFORE & AFTER



58 |  BACKYARD MAKEOVERS

ABOVE The backbone of the remodelled landscape is a 

sweeping, spiral-like blue face-brick retaining wall.

LEFT The custom-built hardwood day bed is protected     

by a solid-roofed hut that gives shade and shelter.

second theme. These plants are primarily from hardy native stock. 
The third theme, ornamental plants, was employed in the non-

productive areas of the garden, increasing its aesthetic appeal and 
making good use of the shadier garden zones. Around the frog pond, 
plants that do well in bog-like growing conditions were selected while to 
further integrate the deep purple-blue tones of the Bowral blue brick wall 
into the garden, swathes of purple plants were introduced. 

Wherever possible, construction materials were selected for their 
ability to be deconstructed and reused in the future, hence the use of 
dry pressed bricks and hardwood. Even greater emphasis was placed 
on the reuse of existing materials to reduce waste. As the site contained 
exceptional top soil which required minimal amelioration, considerable 
effort went into stockpiling and reusing it. Sandstone flagging from the 
existing pavements and retaining walls which had bordered the swimming 
pool (which was filled in) were also stockpiled and then reused to create a 
lizard habitat at the base of the new retaining wall.

Masonry and pavers reclaimed from the old garden were used to 
fashion the storage areas along the side passage and the various stepping 
stones throughout the backyard. Also, the Cowra white pebbles that had 
previously formed the gravel path in the front garden were collected prior to 
construction as they would have been buried by the landscaper’s machinery 
passing over them. These pebbles are now located adjacent to the frog 
pond where they accentuate the central portion of the spiral.

This garden has won multiple awards for both ecodesign and The Other 
Side Landscapes. In the LNA Master Landscapers Association Landscape 
Excellence Awards 2014, it took out top honours in the Plants in the 
Landscape and Sustainable Landscape Residential categories. It also 
won Gold in the Plantscape Design category and Silver in the Residential 
Design $50,000-$150,000 category in the Australian Institute of Landscape 
Designers and Managers 2014 Landscape Design Awards. And as far as the 
owners are concerned, well, they think the garden is a real winner, too.

“h e structural elements were 
based on a spiral and include a 
circular r og pond and curved 

retaining wall”



Flexible steel garden edging which bends to virtually any shape
For lawns, drives, paths,  ower and vegetable beds

Durable: Made from 1.6 mm gauge mild steel galvanised and powder coated or with a Cor-Ten®

Versatile: Bends to virtually any shape and suits all soil types

Unobtrusive: Intended to be mown over, available in metre lengths in various depths and colours

Simple to Install: Hammered directly into the ground and easily interlocked.  No extra pins, pegs or joiners

DELIVERED AUSTRALIA WIDE

www.everedge.com.auinfo@everedge.com.au Tel: 0488 010 203
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This charming garden backs on to a 

nature reserve and makes good use 

of the borrowed landscape.



BEFORE & AFTER
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Wih  its semi-formal design and relaxed feel, 
h is tranquil garden is a private, peaceful oasis

Serene & green

WORDS: karen booth

PHOTOS: peter brennan

N
ot all backyard makeovers need 

to bring about dramatic change 

... sometimes all that’s needed 

is some sensitive fine-tuning of 

what’s already there and a few strategic 

adjustments to make the garden better 

suit the needs of those using it and create 

a more comfortable fit within its wider 

environs. Such was the case with this 

property on Sydney’s Upper North Shore.

For the owners of this gently sloping, 

east-facing block which backs on to a 

nature reserve, the time came to replace 

an ageing sleeper retaining wall and add 

the extra terrace they had long wanted. 

Although they didn’t want to make any 

radical changes, they wanted to make sure 

that whatever changes were made were 

well planned and that all opportunities  

were fully maximised, so they called in 

landscape designer Anthea Dunlop. 

Anthea worked collaboratively with the 

homeowners who had several requests. Of 

paramount importance was that the garden 

looked good when viewed from above, 

namely from the back deck and the home’s 

large rear windows. They also wanted to 

keep some existing features, including 

the central path, a large piece of floating 

sandstone in the lawn, a box hedge on the 

upper level and some established trees. 
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The timber sleepers were removed and brick 

retaining walls built to create the terraces. 

The existing wide central path was re-paved 

in second-hand bricks and enhanced by the 

addition of a semi-circular front section. This 

path was complemented by the addition of 

brick-paved seating areas.

The retaining walls, paved areas and hedging 

give structure to the garden. In fact, as there 

are not a lot of flowering plants, the hedges are 

the heroes of the planting scheme, giving year-

round interest through foliage variety.

The hedging plants include box, murraya 

and viburnum while for height and shade, some 

established trees were retained, including a 

large eucalypt on the back boundary that was 

underplanted with native grasses. 

A pair of standard crab apples flank the 

central path and behind the piece of sandstone 

in the lawn, white iris, rosemary and sedum 

were planted, with weeping lilly pilly behind. 

Lamb’s ears, catmint and lavender were used 

with mondo grass to help with borders and 

between pavers. 

The owners, who describe their new garden 

as “a little bit formal with a touch of country”, 

consider it their private oasis. A serene and 

green space that they use constantly, brings 

them daily delight and merges seamlessly with 

the nature reserve beyond their back fence.

“s  h ere are not a lot 
of � owering plants, h e 
hedges are h e heroes of 

h e planting scheme”

before

TOP LEFT A classical urn creates an arresting focal 

point and enhances the garden’s semi-formal look. 

LEFT As part of the makeover, additional seating 

areas were created and paved in second-hand brick.

BOTTOM LEFT The addition of a semi-circular 

area extends the main path onto the lower level 



Replace your downpipes with decorative 
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a rain chain anywhere along a gutter and 

direct water into the drain or into one of 
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They are easily installed with supplied 
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From the comfort of the spa, you 

can look out over the landscaped 

yard and see the upstairs deck.



Piece of  paradise
h is radically remodelled Brisbane backyard is now 

a tropical-style retreat, complete wih  a spa

BEFORE & AFTER
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WORDS: Aaron Worth 

PHOTOS: Glenn Weiss

O
ne of the advantages of owning a 

multi-level home with an outdoor 

living area upstairs is that you can 

use your ground-level space to 

create a garden room or alfresco area that 

serves an entirely different purpose. In this 

instance, the owners desire for an outdoor spa 

proved the perfect motivation to redesign and 

upgrade their unappealing backyard.

The upstairs deck looked down onto a very 

ordinary, seldom-used sloping backyard. This 

had remnants of previous structures and a 

timber retaining wall which didn’t quite make 

the grade. Although the space was relatively 

small, we felt we could easily create a spa 

area with an adjacent lawn which would 

look visually stunning when viewed from the 

deck above and provide a lovely vista of the 

landscaped grounds from the spa itself.

I decided to structure the backyard using 

two levels that would work in conjunction 

with the existing steps from the deck above. 
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The upper level feeds from the steps to form 

a lawn space surrounded by colourful tropical 

plantings. This level features a timber bench 

seat which looks down to the spa area.

You then continue down the steps to a set 

of timber platforms which lead to a courtyard 

paved in tumbled travertine. Here  you will 

find the spa area and two more timber bench 

seats, each facing the other for a more social 

experience. The area is surrounded by more 

colourful tropical plantings with a raised basalt 

garden edge, and the timber retaining wall was 

replaced with a rendered block wall painted 

Woodland Grey to highlight the plants in front.

I used the existing boundary fence to create 

interest wherever you looked from the spa. The 

section behind the spa is highlighted with a 

purple feature wall with timber strips, the side 

fence was covered with brushwood fencing, 

and I designed a new timber battened feature 

screen with cut-out windows to allow glimpses 

of the garden from the space at the side of the 

house. The plants sit in front of the fences and 

screen and will eventually mature to provide a 

distraction from the neighbouring carport. 

The spa, however, is the piece de resistance 

and, ultimately, the reason to venture into the 

new area. It sits beneath a thatched gazebo with 

a timber ceiling and when the garden lighting 

is switched on, the ambience is perfect. Could 

there be a better place to spend the evening or 

a weekend afternoon? 

Aaron Worth is a landscape designer and founder 

of Utopia Landscape Design, a Brisbane-based 

landscape design and construction business.

“The owners desire for an outdoor 
spa was the perfect reason to 

redesign and upgrade their 
unappealing backyard”

ABOVE A series of overlapping timber platforms leads 

from the elevated lawn level down to the new courtyard. 

OPPOSITE TOP The lawn area, which features a built-

in timber seat, is a space for the kids and dogs to enjoy.

OPPOSITE BOTTOM The spa sits atop a platform in 

the corner and relies on the protection of a gazebo.

before
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The Mediterranean style pergola 

is the social hub of the garden and 

a focal point of the design.



Then & now
A once dated, under-utilised garden is now a 

foliage-i lled haven of ering year-round interest

BEFORE & AFTER
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WORDS: karen booth

PHOTOS: Glenn Weiss

W
hen the sun beats down and 

thoughts turn to leisurely 

weeks spent relaxing in a 

hillside villa in France, the 

owners of this Queensland garden don’t 

have to imagine a European-style sojourn 

… they simply need to step outside to feel 

like they’re vacationing on “the Continent”.

The simple rustic timber pergola is the 

garden’s gathering point. Chinese wisteria 

grows along its roof beams, providing a 

canopy of green, not to mention a flourish 

of fragrant lilac-coloured blooms during 

the summer months. In the coldest part of 

the year, when the wisteria loses its leaves, 

the sun is able to shine through, warming 

the owners as they sit in comfort and 

survey their plant-filled oasis. 

This is a garden designed for people 

who don’t just love to be surrounded by 

foliage, flowers and lush lawn, they love 

to plant, prune, water and weed. “As both 

the husband and wife are avid gardeners, 

they wanted a diverse selection of plants 

and they wanted to include both Australian 

native and exotic plants,” explains 

landscape architect Jonathan Weinert of 

JW Concepts.
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“Native species such as Dianella caerulea and 

Syzygium ‘Cascade’ have been used extensively 

throughout the design,” continues Jonathan. 

“Exotic species include the wisteria which was 

trained over the beams of the pergola as well as 

a selection of exotic specimen trees, including 

liquidambar, Magnolia ‘Little Gem’ and the 

striking Japanese maples that were planted as 

features in pots.”

The successful fusion of traditional and 

modern elements has created a garden 

that perfectly complements the house. The 

limestone-clad feature wall at the back of 

the pergola is a rustic, traditional element. 

Cladding was a more cost-effective option than 

building the wall from blocks of limestone but 

it still gives the natural texture and warmth of 

ABOVE A wall of white-flowering star jasmine brings 

fragrance and a romantic flourish to the landscape.

OPPOSITE TOP In summer there is no cooler place to 

sit than beneath the pergola with its canopy of wisteria.

OPPOSITE BOTTOM The L-shaped pool is surrounded 

by durable reconstituted limestone paving and coping. 

before
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Art has been introduced 

in the form of sculptural 

metal water features 

placed in the serene ponds.
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colour you would get using quarried stone. 

The limestone walling is complemented 

by the reconstituted limestone paving around 

the pool. Reconstituted limestone was 

chosen as it is stronger and less porous than 

natural limestone.

The structured entry garden includes two 

sunken reflection ponds, each with a pair of 

up-lit sculptural metal water features as a focal 

point. Select ornamental exotic trees frame the 

simple water feature and the nearby timber 

pergola. “The design also makes good use of 

feature pots throughout; some provide relief 

in paved areas, others give a sense of height 

where needed,” adds Jonathan. 

While getting the look right was essential, 

there were practical issues to consider, too. 

One was choosing plants that would thrive in 

the sunny climes of Toowoomba in southern 

Queensland; another was catering for the needs 

of the children.

“The owners wanted spaces where their 

children could play, hence the inclusion of a 

lawn area and a large family swimming pool 

at the main entry. The pool is enveloped in 

a fence of glass which allows uninterrupted 

views to and from the main entertainment 

space so that the children can be  easily 

supervised,” says Jonathan. 

From the entry garden to the driveway 

beyond the decorative metal garden gate, the 

design has ensured a seamless connection 

between the outdoor spaces and the home. Just 

as importantly, the garden design complements 

the traditional architectural style of the 

house and will stand the test of time, which is 

precisely what the owners wanted.

“The successful fusion 
of traditional and 

modern elements has 
created a garden that 

perfectly complements 
the house”

From the driveway you 

enter the garden through 

a decorative metal gate. 

Good use is made of 

feature pots, all of which 

complement the garden.



See red all year round
These Nandinas have red new growth 

foliage for up to 9 months of the year when 

other Nandina varieties have lime green 

new growth. Use these three Nandinas in 

combination for red all year round.

Visit our website for more info

www.ozbreed.com.au
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The clean curve of the raised planter  

draws the eye around the garden   

and enhances the sense of flow.
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A space-maximising design has created a garden                               
h at meets a busy family’s mut iple needs

TICKING THE BOXES

WORDS: karen booth

PHOTOS: KATRINE MARDINI

P
et-friendly? Tick. Places where 

the kids can play and the parents 

can entertain? Tick. A warm sense 

of welcome for vistors? Tick. This 

garden, designed by Steve Warner from 

OUTHOUSE design and constructed by 

Outside Space, ticks all the boxes.

“The homeowners had spent many 

years focusing on the house construction. 

It was a knock-down rebuild project and 

the process had taken its toll on the 

landscape. We inherited a rusty boundary 

fence, a great deal of builders’ rubble 

and poorly considered stormwater pit 

locations,” says Steve. “It was time 

to help our client re-engage with the 

outdoor space and ground the house into 

the garden. In doing this, the plan was to 

deliver three key activity zones: an open 

lawn area suitable for ball games, a pet-

friendly entertaining space for all to enjoy, 

and a side utilities area.”

The garden’s easy flow is evident from 

the moment you arrive at the front door, as 

is its arresting planting scheme. “Planting 

is paramount to any successful garden and 

can make the difference between an okay 

garden and an amazing garden,” says Steve.

The planting palette ensures visual 

interest year-round. A stroll around the 

garden reveals mass-planted society 

garlic, groundcovers of native violet and 

dwarf mondo grass, screening plants such 

as Acmena smithii ‘Hot Flush’, feature 



76 |  BACKYARD MAKEOVERS

shrubs that include bird of paradise, Indian 

hawthorn, Japanese pittosporum, gardenia, 

viburnum and liriope, and Cercis canadensis

‘Forest Pansy’ feature trees.

The strong lines and curves of the garden 

beds and walling complement the house and 

contrast the planting. “The rendered masonry 

walls have an acrylic finish that delivers a clean, 

durable surface and as the walls were used 

front and back, they maintain a unified look,” 

explains Steve. “These walls are essential to 

this garden as they draw the eye around the 

space while acting as a key structural item that 

supports the deck and steps,” he adds.

Decking was installed to extend the 

undercover entertaining area out into the 

garden and resolve the problem with the 

stormwater pits. “Due to a number of large 

stormwater pits we needed to maintain an 

unobstructed overland flow pathway, so a raised 

deck was the natural solution,” says Steve. “We 

installed access traps into the deck to make 

maintenance easy.”

Acting as a visual connection between the 

rear and side garden, the deck also features 

built-in seating and a safe, dry external kennel 

for Diesel, the family dog. To complement the 

natural colour of the timber, Steve chose warm-

toned Lichen tiles for the paved elements, 

resulting in a garden of great harmony.

“h e strong lines and 
curves of h e garden beds 
and walling complement 
h e house and contrast 

h e planting”

before

TOP LEFT The raised deck includes in-built seating 

for the family and a kennel for their pet dog Diesel.

LEFT The natural tones of the Lichen tiles and the 

timber decking complement the planting scheme.

ABOVE Mass planting gives the entry garden a 

sense of welcome and creates a very lush look.
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ON FIRM 

FOOTING
Paving is an easy way to 
modernise a garden and 

give an outdoor living 
area a fresh new look

Take your cue from designer Christian 

Jenkins and introduce a segment of 

paving in a contrasting material.
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The front path is paved in grey granite 

tiles with feature insets of black 

granite, all from Neo Rox Concepts. 

WORDS: Rachel Belshaw

W
e spend so much time in our 

outdoor areas that it’s imperative 

to have durable surface that 

can stand up to all the wear and 

tear that brings: kids’ playtime, pets, gardening 

activities and entertaining. And as our outdoor 

spaces are often an extension of our living areas, 

we want the flooring to look good, too.

Paving is an outdoor flooring option that offers 

versatility and durability; however, with a plethora 

of options on the market, choosing a paver can 

be an overwhelming decision. If you’re looking 

into paving a new garden area or revamping an 

existing space, you’ll find information on all the 

latest products and trends here.

CHOOSING WISELY
“Pavers are by far the most popular option 

when it comes to flooring surfaces in outdoor 

living areas,” says Sam Collie, director of 

Esjay Landscapes. “They come in hundreds of 

different types, sizes, colours and textures so 

the options are virtually endless.”

According to Sam, stone is always a good 

choice, with granite being one stone type that 

offers great breadth of colour and texture. “There 

are dozens of colours to choose from,” he says. 

“And textures such as flamed, honed, bush-

hammered, polished, exfoliated, sand-blasted, 

split, rubbed and ribbed are all aspects that 

change the look and feel of the stone.”

Another fashionable choice, bluestone, 

also comes in a variety of colours and surface 

finishes. “Victorian bluestone is basalt 

that is quarried by a number of companies 

throughout the state,” Sam explains. “Dating 

back to the gold rush days, the distinctive 

qualities of bluestone have seen it used 

extensively and that continues today.”

STAYING ON TREND
Peter Koren, director of rock&stone, agrees 

that bluestone is seeing an increase in interest, 

as is limestone. “These two natural products 

are continuing to grow in popularity,” he says. 

When it comes to colours, Peter says 

lighter colours are trending as they look 

great alongside decking. Also, stones with 

large variations are becoming fashionable, 

particularly in large areas where the results 

can look very striking. 

If you’re looking for a paver that will 

blend in with a neutral and natural theme, 

Mark Dell, product development manager 

at Boral Clay & Concrete, says light, neutral 

tones are still very much in vogue along with 

understated textures.

For high-traffic areas and poolside walkways, 

Peter says a sawn paver is a popular and 

appropriate choice. Honed surfaces, he says, 

are best for courtyards. In terms of aesthetics, 

Peter predicts that texture on the walls in the 

same material of the floors will take off, and 

FIRST THINGS FIRST
So where do you start? Rory Graham, a 

landscape designer from Joanne Green 

Landscape Design, says your first 

consideration should be the dynamic 

use of the space: “What do you plan 

on using the area for? What is the 

surrounding architecture like? What is 

the aspect and location of the areas to 

be paved?”

These are all key questions as some 

products will be more suitable than 

others for the job. Will the area need to 

support a lot of foot traffic or will heavy 

furniture be moved across it? Is it in an 

area where food and drinks might be 

spilled? If it’s in a sunny space, what are 

options that won’t hold heat?

“Paved areas in entertaining spaces 

generally need to be stain resistant, 

resilient to the elements and, of course, 

slip resistant. This is where different 

textures come into play. In stone and 

concrete pavers there is a variety of 

textured finishes,” says Rory.

You also need to consider the size 

of the space and the size of the paver. 

“A large-format paver or tile creates a 

sense of space; they’re also more cost 

effective from a laying point of view so 

you can cover more ground quickly,” 

he says. Then, of course, you need to 

consider the colour of your house and 

any major outdoor structures.
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this can be achieved using blocks of stone or 

building masonry walls and then cladding them 

in natural stone in your preferred laying pattern.

SET IN CONCRETE
Another popular trend is concrete pavers. 

This is because concrete pavers come in a 

wide variety of colours, textures and sizes, and 

they have the added benefits of being durable, 

long-lasting and very low maintenance. 

Says Dave Williams of Customstone SA, a 

company that produces concrete pavers: “At 

the moment, the most popular colours are the 

earth tones and warm hues.

“When choosing the colour, think about 

what colours will surround the paved 

area and make sure the colours look good 

together. Consider whether the pavers will 

be exposed to the weather and how easy 

they will be to keep clean. Dark colours don’t 

show the dirt as much but are much hotter if 

they’re in the sun and can be depressing in 

large enclosed areas.”

Dave says large-format concrete pavers 

are very popular for patio areas. “Some time 

ago a 300mm x 300mm paver was considered 

“h ink about what 
colours will surround 

h e paved area and 
make sure h e colours 
look good togeh er”

LEFT In this garden by ecodesign, light-coloured 
pavers make the patio look brighter and airier.
BELOW LEFT Choose paving to work in harmony 
with the plants, as Inview Design has done here.

When creating new levels in a garden, 
the paved sections can be in rounded 
shapes. Think outside the square.

EXPERT TIP
“Natural stone paving can be much more 
susceptible to staining, but with a deep-
penetrating sealer you can keep even the 
most porous natural stone and paving, as 
well as tile and brick, looking great for many 
years,” says Gabriel Chapman of Dry-Treat.
“Not only will these products maintain their 
beauty, they’ll be easier to clean, too,” he 
continues. “Staining is the most common 
problem affecting porous materials as stone 
paving and steps, but there are also other 
types of damage. Water can be harmless, 
but if stone or paving is wet for long enough, 
moulds and bacteria take hold and the 
material can be softened and weakened. 
Water also contains minerals (salts) which 
can leave unsightly residues or stains, and 
even cause major corrosion of pavers and 
tiles. By using an impregnating seal with 
water- and oil-repelling molecules you get a 
deep and long-lasting barrier of protection.”



There are many different laying 

patterns you can choose between.  

Pavers from Menai Sand & Soil.

BACKYARD 
ESSENTIALS

BACKYARD MAKEOVERS | 83

“When talking to my clients about paver 
patterns, I always reiterate that a good way to 
make a smaller outdoor area look bigger is to 
use the right laying pattern,” says Sam. “The 
modular (or ashlar) pattern is one trend that is 
emerging. This pattern refers to a number of 
different sizes of pavers all used in a specific 
pattern. Alternatively, smaller pavers such as 
cobbles can be used to break up large-format 
paving by laying bands throughout the area.” 

Mark says large pavers are great for reducing 
maintenance. “Large pavers with very subtle 
textures or smooth finishes will be easier to 
sweep and hose down,” he says. “They are also 
dimensionally stable, making them easy to lay.” 

MATCHING A DESIGN
When it comes to aesthetics, Mark says large-
format pavers are ideal for modern settings 
with minimalist architecture. These pavers 
tend to follow the clean, seamless looks of 
the properties they surround and because of 
their low-maintenance grout lines they are 
a good choice for people with busy lifestyles. 
However, large-format pavers aren’t for every 

setting. “There are many factors to take into 
consideration, including light, outlook, window 
and door arrangements, complementary 
surfaces, dimension and layout,” says Peter.

Small pavers can be used as a “relief” to 
break up the monotony of one style, adding 
interest to the space, and work very well in large 
spaces. Also, if you have an older-style home, 
small-format clay pavers could be ideal. “Small-
format clay pavers in red and brown tones will 
work well with older-style homes built from 
bricks of similar colourings,” says Mark.

The bottom line? If you’re looking for a low-
maintenance way to refresh an outdoor space 
or create a practical entertaining area, paving is 
ideal and no matter what style of outdoor space 
you have, you’re sure to find something to suit 
from the extensive range available.

to be large paver. We moved to 400mm x 
400mm, which is still popular, but now we 
have seen the trend to even larger pavers 
like 500mm x 500mm, 600mm x 600mm and 
600mm x 300mm,” he adds.

A MATTER OF SIZE
When choosing paving you’ll need to decide 
whether you want to use large- or small-
format pavers. A common myth, says Sam, is 
that small areas should have small pavers. 
“In fact, using a large paver in a smaller area 
will visually increase the size of the space,” 
he says. “Scale plays an important role in 
giving any space balance.” Also, remember 
that the smaller your paver, the more grout 
lines and joins you will have. This can make 
the floor look busy. Installing large pavers 
will create a cleaner surface appearance.

WHY PAVING?
Paving is the perfect way to freshen up your 
backyard and create a low-maintenance, 
multi-functional area that can be enjoyed 
by the whole family. “Whether you’re 
looking to create a feature zone for dining 
or entertaining, complete a poolside area 
or build a garden path, pavers are a clever 
and effective way to make the best use 
of any outdoor space and they’re a lot 
easier to lay than many people think,” says 
landscape expert and Adbri Masonry brand 
ambassador, Jason Hodges. “Time-poor 
homeowners are always looking for practical 
ways to bring the family together while 
showcasing their individuality and personal 
style, and DIY pavers fit this bill perfectly.”

DESIGN IDEAS

Mix things up: “One of the current 
trends in paving is to mix pavers and turf 
together to create visual interest and 
break up harsh lines. You can also give a 
paved area a dash of drama by including 
elements such as built-in fire pits or 
integrating ponds or water channels into 
the paving design,” says Greg Soster of 
Outside Space. 
Get a little edgy: Create definition by 
adding a border. “We encourage the use 
of borders and contrasting edges as this 
makes the paved area more dynamic,” 
says Matt Curtain of Melbourne Brick. 
“Introducing patterns within a paved 
area, such as a circular centrepiece in 
a different type of paver or format, or a 
channel of pebbles, can also create a 
distinctive look.”

Use cobbles for an old world effect. 

These bluestone cobbles are from 

Landscaping Ideas & Design Centre.

If you like a traditional or even a rustic look, 

consider travertine. For an aged apperance, 

choose a tumbled finish.
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Words: Carrol Baker

W
hen darkness falls, the 

shimmering beauty of lighting 

bathes an outdoor space in an 

enchanting and inviting glow. 

Outdoor lighting has a multitude of uses. It 

illuminates paths, steps, walkways and decks, 

and provides security. Lighting accentuates 

featured plants or artwork, and if you want to 

accomplish outdoor tasks such as firing up the 

barbecue, you'll need to shed a little light.

Lighting has come a long way from the 

dark old days when garden lighting consisted 

of a spotlight or two, or a bright motion 

sensor light to keep away unwanted visitors.

GETTING IN THE MOOD
By day, gardens and alfresco living spaces can 

be filled with warm, streaming natural sunlight. 

By night, with modern landscape lighting and 

just the simple flick of a switch, you can set the 

mood outdoors, creating a soft romantic glow, 

or add a touch more illumination for evening 

get-togethers with friends.

With strategically placed lighting in your 

outdoor spaces, it also allows you to appreciate 

your garden from other vantage points at night, 

such as from inside your home.

According to Evan Sommerville from Exhibit 

Green Design Studio, lighting can work well 

in small spaces, opening up your garden and 

alfresco living areas. “Not only can lighting push 

back the boundaries, it also helps to accentuate 

shapes and form in the landscape, adding to the 

feeling of depth,” he says.

“Backlighting trees or feature plants creates 

a semi-silhouette; the extra depth makes the 

walls recede and pushes the tree or plants 

towards the viewer so you get a sense of extra 

dimension,” he explains.

SPOILED FOR CHOICE
Before you have garden lights installed, you’ll 

need to decide which type of bulbs to use — 

solar, LED or halogen. Solar is very subtle; it 

isn’t the most powerful option, but can work if 

positioned close to feature plants or if you want 

a soft glow on walkways.

In a new 

LIGHT
When planning a makeover, landscape and 
exterior lighting should play an integral role

SET THE SCENE
“Regardless of the season, good lighting is a key 
design tool that helps you to create depth and 
interest in a garden, allowing you to appreciate 
it long after the sun has gone down,” says Troy 
Merchant of LED Outdoor. “Overall, garden 
lighting is about creating ambience and adding 
appeal to your outdoor space so the garden can 
be an area enjoyed all year round.

“When planning a lighting scheme, think 
about the things you love about your outdoor 
area. Is there a beautiful tree or two that you 
would love to highlight, a pathway or garden bed 
that requires illumination, or are you thinking 
about getting the whole area landscaped? When 
you think about it, the garden is the extension of 
your home and by lighting it you are enhancing 
the view you have of your natural surroundings 
from the house.”

Josh Harrison, from Harrison’s Landscaping, 

says as a feature lighting option, solar does 

need some improvement. “I feel solar lights 

really don’t give off enough glow and they aren’t 

always reliable,” he says.

LED tends to be favoured because of its 

energy efficiency. But if you want to create a 

diverse range of lighting effects and mood 

lighting in smaller spaces, try a combination of 

both LED and halogen. That’s Evan’s advice.

In this Franklin 

Landscape & Design 

project, lighting 

highlights artwork as 

well as feature plants.
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EXPERT TIP
When you're choosing an outdoor lighting range, 

consider the architectural style of your home 

and select garden lights, bollards, wall and step 

lights to suit accordingly. For example, if you 

have a Federation home, choose a traditional 

style of light fitting; for a home of more modern 

design, choose a minimalist and sleek style, or 

perhaps something with an industrial feel.

“Halogen light tends to spread out more, 

creating a softer mood,” says Evan. “It produces 

a contrast that works well with browns, greens 

and reds, accentuating the colours in the 

garden. On the other hand, LED lighting has 

more of a concentrated spotlight effect so it’s 

suitable to showcase statues, garden art and 

water features."

ACCENT LIGHTING
Among the many effects lighting can provide, 

silhouetting is one of the most attractive. 

Placing a light behind broad-leafed plants, 

earthy urns, or featured artwork creates a 

beautiful shadow effect.

To emphasise feature plants or decor and 

add some drama, accent up-lighting, either on 

a movable spike or on the ground, works well. 

By positioning a light in front, the dancing 

shadow creates an interesting effect.

Lighting illuminates features you want to 

shine and also takes the focus off objects 

you don’t, such as garden sheds. When 

working with smaller spaces, there are fewer 

opportunities to tuck these things out of sight 

and this is where garden lighting can come to 

the fore.

In smaller gardens, where the design might 

be multi-levelled or tiered, strategically placed 

soft lighting can be used to give the illusion 

of more space, as your eye is drawn up and 

around. Recessed or in-ground lights also 

work well in multi-level gardens, as they do in 

pathways, decking or garden stairs.

You can use your path 

lights to illuminate an 

accessway or design 

element. Light fitting 

from Gardens at Night.

A well-coordinated 

lighting plan is vital 

when designing a 

garden, as this COS 

Design project proves.

In this garden built by 

Ashtown Landscapes, the 

outdoor lighting is both 

ambient and task-oriented.



In this walled space, 

COS Design has 

shown how you can 

use feature lighting to 

excellent effect.
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SUBTLE APPROACH
Strip LED lighting is a new option that’s 
gaining a firm foothold as an industry favourite 
for garden applications, according to Josh. 
“You can illuminate step treads, seating, or 
retaining walls – it’s suitable for many types 
of outdoor space lighting, he says. “This 
type of lighting is modern, easy to mount, 
and adds a fresh, contemporary look to your 
outdoor spaces,” he says.

Wall-mounted lights are another popular 
option. You can pivot the light fitting to 
emphasise a particular plant or piece of art you 
want in the spotlight. And if you have a garden 
pond, shining submersible lighting will make 
your pond a delightful night time feature of your 
garden landscape.

Lighting creates beauty and form but 
it’s important not to overdo it, cautions 
Josh. “The key to lighting in any garden is 
to be subtle,” he says. “You don’t want too 
much lighting and create a busy carnival 
atmosphere as it will make the space appear 
crowded and smaller,” he says.

HAVE SOME FUN
When lighting up outside you don’t need to 
limit yourself to electric or solar. Coloured 
LED cordless lamps can illuminate walkways, 
floating lamps can add a subtle shimmer to 
ponds, or work  as a stand-alone feature near 
garden seating.

For the finishing touch to your alfresco areas, 
floating candles and stylish table lamps offer a 
shimmering glow. Hanging lanterns or candles 
in containers also add an intimate feel to the 
garden when placed in tree branches.

Decorate your alfresco table with flat ball 

lights (they’re battery powered and can be set 
to a multitude of colours) or try a selection 
of coloured tea lights to cast a soft, delicate 
glow. Enjoying your garden from dusk to dawn 
has never been easier with so many lighting 
options and designer fittings available.

LESS IS MORE
Adding light is an important component of any 
landscape design, but it is equally important 
that you don’t go overboard. Excessive lighting 
can make a space seem impersonal and 
unappealing — you don’t want your outdoor 
areas to give the impression of a dentist’s office 
or hospital operating room!

“The biggest mistake people make is lighting 
everything,” says Troy Merchant of LED Outdoor. 
“Darkness is just as important as light, because 
without either there is no contrast. Light and 
shadow can instantly add a sense of drama to a 
space, allowing it to come alive.”

The old rule — less is more — is certainly 
applicable to an outdoor lighting scheme. “Your 
lighting should enhance what you already have 
and not dominate your overall outdoor space. 
Aim to have your lighting elements work in 
harmony with the rest of your garden and your 
home,” suggests Troy. To get the right balance, 
it pays to seek the advice of an outdoor lighting 
professional or a landscaper.

“By night, wih  modern 
lighting and just h e 

simple � ick of a switch, 
you can set h e mood 

outdoors”

You can be 

creative when 

lighting walkways 

and arbours 

as Focal Point 

Garden Design 

has done here.
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1. COMPLEMENT THE HOUSE
It should go without saying that the design 
of a front yard should be in harmony with 
the architecture of your home. This can be 
achieved in various ways, from matching 
colours and materials to using decorative 
features in keeping with the design of your 
residence. A period home is a good example of 
the importance of matching the design of the 
front garden to the house. The front garden 
will best relate if it features period-appropriate 
construction materials and plants.

2. MAKE IT FUNCTIONAL
Functionality is equally important. You want 
garden paths that allow you safe passage to 
the front door, which means no overhanging 
foliage, awkward turns or hard-to-negotiate 
steps. And you want paths that are well lit for 
the comfort of visitors and for your own safety.

3. KEEP IT EASY-CARE
Practical matters also come in to play. Since 
most front gardens are on show all the time, the 
easier they are to maintain, the better (so no leaf-
dropping deciduous trees or tightly clipped hedges 
or topiary). You don’t want to be a slave to a hard-
to-maintain area and a messy, overgrown front 
yard quickly becomes a neighbourhood eyesore.

4. LIGHT YOUR WAY
When it comes to outdoor lighting, there are 
several elements to consider. Practical lighting 
provides security and allows people to safely 
negotiate the pathways (and steps) to your door. 
This might be in the form of bollard path lighting 
that can be sensor-activated for convenience and 
to save money. Mood or aesthetic lighting can 
enhance the overall look of the house and front 
garden. You might be surprised how the use of 
subtle accent lighting or feature lighting (up-
lighting a large tree, for example) will increase the 
visual appeal of your home.

FRONT OF HOUSE
Want to update your front garden? Here are 
some tips for making a good fi rst impression

EXPERT TIP
“Create that initial wow factor. Transform 
your front walkway with the use of interesting 
materials such as brick, flagstone and pavers; 
these materials will lend more character and 
charm to your garden than traditional cement,” 
says Matt Leacy of Landart Landscapes. “Adding 
a slight curve to the conventional pathway is 
another great way to make a chic statement.” 
Matt also recommends lining the walkway with 
low-maintenance plants such as camellias, 
lomandras and the impressive bird of paradise.

5. ADD SOME PRIVACY
Privacy is a big consideration for many, 
especially if you have security concerns or if 
your back garden is small and you need to use 
your front garden as an outdoor living space. 
Privacy can be achieved in a number of ways, 
ranging from high hedges to high walls. The 
latter is a popular choice in urban areas where 
creating a walled entry courtyard can provide 
security and a private space for entertaining.

6. DEFINE YOUR BORDERS
If all you want to do is define your boundaries, you 
can opt for a simple garden bed or low-growing 
hedge. Choose a hedging plant with a compact 
growth habit and something that is hardy. For 
garden beds, strappy, drought-tolerant plants 
such as liriope or dianella are ideal.

Always complement the architecture 
and ensure easy access. Garden 
design by Style n’ Simplicity.
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A curved pathway flanked by border 

planting adds interest in this garden 

designed by Style n’ Simplicity.

7. INCLUDE FOCAL POINTS
Focal points are important to draw the eye 

towards a pleasing vista, but you don’t want 

to overdo it. Apply the same underlying 

principle as you would to designing any small 

garden space, that is, clutter is the enemy so 

don’t cram your front garden with decorative 

elements. A solitary water feature or a pair of 

matching sculptures have more impact than a 

mass of distracting elements.

8. FIND A FABULOUS FENCE
A front fence can be a significant differentiation 

between front and backyards. As well as 

considering the style and type of fence so it 

visually relates to the house, and ensuring 

that access to the house is not diminished, 

there are council regulations to be considered. 

Often there are height restrictions, dependent 

on construction materials and the degree of 

transparency. This varies between councils so 

check before beginning any work.

9. LOVE YOUR LETTERBOX
Your letterbox and house number also warrant 

consideration. Just because a letterbox may be 

a necessity, it doesn’t mean it has to be boring. 

Access to the mailbox should be easy for both you 

and the postie to ensure you receive all your mail, 

while the more visible the house number, the 

easier it will be for visitors to locate your home.

10. UPDATE YOUR DRIVEWAY
A driveway claims quite a large proportion of 

most front yards so you don’t want it to look like 

a soulless landing strip. Choose pavers that 

complement the exterior facade of the house 

and any garden paths you may have. Get some 

expert advice when choosing appropriate pavers 

because you need something that can withstand 

the weight of cars and offer the maximum 

resistance to staining, and to wear and tear.

Turn your letterbox 

into a design element. 

Shown here, the Dan 

Stump letterbox from 

Robert Plumb.

Light paths and entry 

areas. Pictured, the 

Vaucluse path light 

from Beacon Lighting.
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Words: Carrol Baker

P
et lovers often lament the damage 
playful pooches can cause in their 
gardens but with a little planning 
and training, humans and pets 

can harmoniously coexist in a landscaped 
backyard. When designing a dog-friendly 
garden you need to factor in breed (think 
Chihuahua versus Great Dane), individual 
temperament (quiet and cuddly versus 
boisterous and active) and that some dogs 
just love to dig … and dig … dig!

So what to include? Well, for starters, if 
you were a pet what might you like in your 
playground? A place to play, to splash around 
in, a leafy tree to snooze under, perhaps 
some comfy groundcover to walk on, and 
somewhere to dig? You’ll also need to allow 
space to accommodate certain things like a 
kennel or dog run. There are myriad styles 
of kennels and the like to complement the 
design of your garden and outdoor colour 
palette so it will be easy to find something 
that you and your pet will love!

BORDER PATROL
Dogs need to be fenced in to stop them roaming 
and getting up to mischief. Construct a boundary 
fence from sturdy material such as timber, strong 
welded wire mesh or steel panels. If using timber, 
make sure the gaps aren’t going to trap inquisitive 

noses or railings can’t be used as footholds to give 
your canine Houdini a leg up to escape.

When considering different types of fencing, 
think about the type of dog you have (big or small), 
its life stage (will it grow much more?), how high 
it can jump and how skilled it is at escaping. 
Also consider the possibility of the dog digging 
underneath it — the fence may need to be sunk 
some distance into the ground to prevent this. 
Whatever material you choose it should be sturdy 
but safe for your pet, with no sharp points or 
edges that might cause injury.

Some dog breeds like Kelpies might want 
to guard the parameters of your property. 
Greg Chapman from Faulkner & Chapman 
Landscape Design says to prevent damaged 
garden beds, leave a gap so your dog can run 
the boundary. “Put larger or well established 
plants behind and right from the outset your 
dog knows the defined pathways or run you’ve 
made,” he says.

PLAYFUL PETS
If you want to protect garden beds you can 
create a special digging area. Your happy 
hound will love you for it! Pick a spot hidden 
from view or at the rear of a garden bed so 
it doesn’t spoil the visual amenity, suggests 
Greg, and bury bones to encourage your dog to 
think of it as ‘their’ digging place.

“To prevent other garden beds suffering the 

Gone to  
THE DOGS
Planning a garden makeover? Then don't forget 
the needs of the canine members of your family

same fate, mulch with a large natural pebble 
(50-150ml),” he says. “Even broken granite 
or mudstone can look stylish, and it’s also a 
design statement.” Use lighter mulches (like 
eucalyptus or tea tree mulch) and busy paws 
will have it spread all over the yard.

Most dogs love water: they’ll wade in it, 
jump in it, drink it, and generally splash it 
about everywhere! A shallow pond will bring 
a cool ambience to any garden; your pet will 
probably drink from it, so regular cleaning 
is important — but don’t have any fish in it if 
you’re going to let your dog play in it. You might 
prefer to buy a kids paddling pool or one of 
those plastic clamshell sandpits that do double 
duty as a doggy pool, place it under some 
shade and fill that with water for your pooch to 
use on hot summer days

If you don't want 

your lawn damaged, 

take AQL Landscape 

Design's lead and 

replace some areas 

with gravel paths and 

groundcovers. 

WHY NOT …
• Create a dog run: Your dog doesn’t have to have 

access to your entire yard. If you have space, 

section off an area and create an enclosed, 

gated dog run at the rear or side of your 

property. That way Rover can join in the family 

fun when you want him to and you can keep him 

away from the snags when you're barbecuing. 

• Have a private loo: It’s best if dogs have a 

designated toilet area. If you don’t give them 

one, they’ll happily toilet anywhere outdoors. 

Define a toilet area, separate it with large pots 

or screen it off with timber or laser-cut metal 

panelling and then train your dog, when he's a 

puppy, to use it.  
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EXPERT TIP
Always avoid plants that are harmful to pets and, 
of course, never use toxic sprays on the garden. 
If you have pets, use organic forms of fertiliser 
and pest or weed control. For information about 
plants that are potentially harmful to pets, check 
out petpoisonhelpline.com/poisons/. It contains a 
list of poisonous plants and other things around 
the home and backyard that can harm your pet. 
Some common plants that can be harmful to dogs 
include lillies, aloes, begonias, azaleas, cycads, 
cyclamens, oleander and autumn crocus.

In this garden designed 
by Bates Landscapes, the 
family  dog has plenty of 
places to explore.



ABOVE Secure fencing is absolutely essential. Pictured 
here, a Colorbond steel fence in the colour Surfmist.
BELOW To keep plant damage to a minimum, choose 
species that can withstand some rough and tumble.

For dogs that are 

outside during the day 

while owners are at 

work, a comfy kennel 

is a great idea.
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SHADE AND SHELTER
No matter how you design your garden, the main 
things every pet owner must have for their dog 
is a water bowl, a kennel suitable for the size 
of the dog (if the dog is outside when you’re at 
work) and some form of shade. Pets need shade 
to escape scorching Australian summers, which 
can cause dehydration and heatstroke and a 
warm, dry place to sleep if they’re outside during 
the day and its winter.

Landscape designer Jim Fogarty says if you’re 
doing a pet-friendly makeover, it’s crucial to factor 
in shade. “Look at what is onsite, preserving 
existing trees where possible is essential, and 
you’ll have shade from day one,” says Jim. “This 
also provides you with a framework to add to in 
your design.” 

Your dog should have access to cool water at 

all times, both inside the house and out in the 
yard. It’s a good idea to have more than one bowl 
of water in the garden as your dog may knock 
over one bowl of water during playtime — and 
make sure it is a heavy bowl to prevent it being 
accidentally tipped over when you’re not around.

GREENER GRASS
To avoid your yard looking like a dust bowl, choose 
grasses to withstand pets romping and running 
on it. “A warm-season rhizomatous grass spreads 
and self-repairs to grow back over damaged 
areas,” suggests Jim. “But it will require ongoing 
work, top dressing in spring, good drainage, 
fertilising, and droppings picked up.”

And if you want to reduce lawn dead patches, 
Greg suggests a quick hose each evening (water 
restrictions permitting). “You’ll be diluting the 
dog wee which contains nitrogen, and watering 
it will also help it to grow and repair faster,” he 
says. If you have a rabbit or guinea pig, regular 
rotation of the hutch around the yard allows for 
even grass wear and tear.

If you only have a small lawn, replacing natural 
grass with synthetic turf is another option. Or 
you can deck or pave existing grassed areas, 
keeping in mind that pavers in full sun will be hot 
under paws in summmer. With decking, choose 
materials that won’t splinter, can’t be chewed and 
will not be hot to walk or lay on.

PET PROOF PLANTS
When deciding what to plant, avoid any plants 
that are toxic to dogs (just Google the topic and 
you’ll find plenty of lists) and avoid brittle or slow-
growing plants like common box, gardenia and 
lavender, or they will be easily damaged or not 
have a chance to properly establish themselves.

If you’re looking for plants that withstand being 
knocked or sat on and have some ability to ‘spring’ 
back, Greg says strappy/grassy plants fall into 

HOW TO PROTECT 
YOUR PLANTS
• Introduce raised garden beds to make it 

less easy for boisterous dogs and curious 
puppies to damage your prized plants.

• Design your backyard with open mulched 
areas between the various garden beds. 
“With islands of plantings, your pet can 
sleep in the shade on the cool mulch rather 
than destroy other areas,” says landscape 
designer Jim Fogarty.

• Place fragile plants in the centre of garden 
beds to reduce damage from trampling. 
Better yet, place them in tall pots.

• If using pots and planters, choose the 
sturdiest you can find. Lightweight fibreglass 
pots could be easily knocked over and 
ceramic pots could be smashed. 

• “Think about the vertical plane and add 
greenery where pets can’t reach,” adds Jim. 
You can plant climbers on fences and trees, 
or use a greenwall/vertical garden system.



Dogs will chew on 

plants so make sure 

they are non-toxic. 

Garden design by 

Gumleaf Gardens.
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“Wih  a lit le planning and training, 
humans and pets can harmoniously 
co-exist in a landscaped backyard”

this category. These include agapanthus, clivia, purple fountain grass, basket 

grass and bird of paradise. You might also like to include some robust plants 

that will be bigger than your dog, such as soft-tipped yucca, dragon’s blood 

tree or slender weaver's bamboo.

“Some smaller shrubs that may be fairly supple or fast to recover include 

mock orange, native rosemary and nandina,” adds Greg,” and if you’re looking 

for tough groundcovers, consider morning glory, gazania or pig face.”

Dogs have the well-deserved reputation for being hard on gardens but if 

you keep this advice in mind, your dog and garden can get along together on 

any budget, and you don't have to forgo having a well designed landscape.

When introducing a deck, choose 

a material that won’t splinter, like 

Knotwood aluminium decking. 
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T
here are two key reasons why people 
install decks. The first is to add an 
outdoor “room” to your home to 
increase the amount of usage you get 

from your outdoor area. The second reason is 
as a solution to a difficult or unsightly outdoor 
space. Your block may be on a slope, the soil 
quality may be poor so growing a lawn or 
garden is difficult, or you may have terrible 
drainage which means your yard looks more 
like a muddy football field most of the time. 

CHOOSING MATERIALS
Timber is the traditional decking material but 
there are smart timber alternatives. Marshall 
Ghiotti from Deckstar says two of the most 
notable innovations in the decking industry 
are wood composite decking and engineered 
wood products. “Wood composite decking 
products are a mixture of wood fibre and 
plastic, whereas engineered wood products 
are made from off-cuts and similar small 
pieces that are glued together to form one 
piece,” he explains. Another innovation is 
timber-look aluminum decking.

The benefit of these products is that they are 
resistant to moisture, warping, rot, cracking or 
splintering and insects like termites and white 
ants. They don’t need to be oiled or pre-treated 
and there’s virtually no ongoing maintenance, 
apart from general cleaning.

SEEK EXPERT ADVICE
Marshall says it is a good idea to discuss 
material options with your builder, landscaper 
or to speak to a decking specialist for advice 
when considering which type of decking is best 
for you. “When choosing a deck, the consumer 
should consider how much it will be exposed 
to the elements (will it be covered or not?), 
how much use it will receive and how much 
maintenance is required. There are many 
different decking materials to choose from, with 
many different colours,” Marshall explains. 

If you care about the environment, then this 
will be a guiding factor in your decision. “The 
main issues these days are environmental. 
While merbau as a species is still the staple 
diet of hardwood decking, it is milled from 
rainforest areas. Consumers are looking 
for alternatives, hence the rise of wood 
composite, engineered wood and aluminium 
decking,” says Marshall. 

DESIGN AND DETAIL 
After making the decision about the decking 
material, the next thing to consider is the colour 
and finish you’d like, as well as how you’d like 
the boards laid. Boards can be installed to run 
vertically, horizontally or even on an angle. 
And of course your deck doesn’t have to be a 
square or rectangle. Why not a rounded shape 
or a kidney shape? If space is tight, it’s best to 
keep the shape simple, however, if you have 

TREADING THE BOARDS
A new deck can transform the way you use your outdoor 
space and add considerable value to your property

For interest, why not use one 

type of timber for the deck 

and another for any screens 

or hand rails. Timber 

supplied by Eco Timber.

For a raised 

deck you’ll need 

to consider 

access points, 

steps and 

balustrades.  
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Position is key when the 

deck is for entertaining. It 

needs to be easy to access 

or you just won’t use it.

A deck can be a stand-alone 

feature. Here, Paul Jackson 

Gardens has used recycled 

timber to create a deck that's 

located away from the house.
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“h e decking is one h ing, but what about h e 
rest? h ere’s so much you can add to a deck 

to transform it into someh ing special”

If low maintenance is a priority, 

non-timber alternatives 

like wood composite are an 

attractive solution.
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TIMBER TALK
If well cared for, a timber deck is an asset 

in more ways than one. Keep it clean, 

stain-free and looking good and you’ll 

want to use it all the time. What’s more, 

when it comes time to sell your home even 

an older deck, if meticulously maintained, 

will add to your property’s re-sale value.

Decking finishes, which include stains 

and oils, simultaneously protect the timber 

from weather damage and maintain the 

natural appearance of the timber itself. 

Decking oils are intended to penetrate the 

surface of the timber, providing a natural 

appearance. Decking oils do not form a 

significant surface film which can then 

later damage or peel.

In comparison, decking stains generally 

contain coloured pigments and obscure 

the appearance of decking to a greater 

degree than decking oils, but they provide 

greater protection and need re-coating 

less regularly. You can also use clear 

film-building finishes. These build 

a protective layer on the surface of 

the decking but must be prepared 

and applied in accordance with the 

manufacturer’s recommendations for 

a long-lasting result.

an expansive yard, a curved edge or a more 

organic shape can be impressive. 

Speak to your contractor about how the 

boards will be fixed, either using the traditional 

method of fastening with screws and nails, or 

by using a hidden fastening system where no 

nails are visible. “There are a few ‘no-nails’ 

systems on the market where the decking 

boards are clipped to the frame and not 

nailed,” explains Marshall. This technology 

uses concealed fixing clips and gives a sleek, 

contemporary look.

DRESS IT UP
There's a lot more to the design process than 

you might think. The decking is one thing, but 

what about the rest? There’s so much you can 

add to a deck to transform it into something 

special. First of all, think about balustrades and 

steps. Once you know what you want there, the 

next thing is to decorate and accessorise it with 

furniture, potted plants, lighting, and some sort 

of shade cover. If this is going to be your new 

entertaining space, then you will probably also 

want to add a portable barbecue. If you have the 

funds, treat yourself to a nice new one! 

When it comes to balustrades you may want 

a solid wood one, or poles with wire strung 

between them. These poles can be timber or 

stainless steel, depending on your preferred 

look. When deciding on the type of balustrade 

you want think about the exterior of your home 

and what will fit in best with its overall style.

LIGHTING AND MORE
Lighting is all important, after all, you don’t want 

to be sitting out there in the dark! While candles 

and fairy lights will look great, you’ll need 

something more substantial to keep the space 

illuminated. Up-lights built into the deck surface 

at the base of posts look fabulous, as do lights 

fixed to the posts themselves, either at the top or 

around half way up looks most effective. You may 

also want to consider garden lighting in the lawn 

or garden beds around the frame of the deck. 

This creates a lovely outlook and adds ambience. 

To give your new deck a ‘finished’ look, 

consider planting a basic garden or border 

around it. A simple line of shrubs, conifers or 

native grasses is an easy option and anything 

that will gain some height will give you the added 

benefit of privacy and wind-protection.

LOCATION, LOCATION
The ideal place to locate a deck is directly off 

your indoor dining and kitchen area. This may 

not be possible, however, due to the location of 

doors in your home, or the placement of your 

house on your block. Where it is not possible to 

have the deck leading directly from the kitchen, a 

wraparound deck may be a good option — it leads 

you around the house to the larger deck area.

Another factor with location is how much wind, 

sun and shade the deck will receive. Again, you 

may be limited with your site options due to space, 

but if you have more than one side of the house to 

choose from for your deck, then go for the most 

protected area. When choosing a location for your 

new deck, consider what it will look out onto or 

flows onto. If your only option is to site it where the 

boundary wall is the main outlook, you can snazz 

up the view by adding mirrors or wall art and 

some lovely potted plants. 

SEEKING SHELTER
To really transform your deck into an outdoor 

room, consider enclosing, or partially enclosing, 

the space. A covered deck gives the added benefit 

of weather protection and will enable you to use 

the area for more of the year comfortably. There 

are many options, from building a pergola-type 

structure overhead to installing opaque outdoor 

blinds to provide shelter from wind and rain. 

There are other benefits, too. Having your 

deck enclosed from above means you can install 

ceiling fans for comfort in summer and heaters 

for winter warmth. You can also install ceiling 

lights or outdoor speakers. Just keep in mind that 

if your deck isn’t protected in some way, it will 

weather faster under constant exposure to the 

elements and require more maintenance. 

Use foliage plants or 

garden beds to hug the 

perimeter of the deck, 

softening its angularity.



For more information

Telephone: 1300 SIKKENS (745 536)

Email: sales@tenaru.com.au

www.sikkens.net.au

UV & WEATHER RESISTANT | WOODGRAIN REMAINS VISIBLE | EASY APPLICATION | SIMPLE MAINTENANCE

HIGH PERFORMANCE WOODCARE

SYSTEMS FOR EXTERIOR TIMBER

Image courtesy of Giorgi Exclusive Homes.

As seen on TV

/sikkensaustralia /sikkensaus



98 | BACKYARD MAKEOVERS

GROW YOUR OWN
If you prefer fresh produce, there are many ways 
to include edible plants in your garden design

Raised vegetable planters 

have been expertly included 

in this garden designed by 

BoldSimplicity.

With this garden bed, 

designer Lisa Ellis has 

shown that edible and 

ornamental plants can 

look good together. 

WORDS: Georgina Martyn

Y
ou don’t need to have a large backyard 

to be able to have a vegetable garden. 

You can create one in pots or raised 

planter beds, or you can use a vertical 

garden system. The key is to make sure there is 

enough sun in which to grow vegetables. Most 

herbs and vegetables need a full day of sunlight 

to grow with vigour and for crops to ripen. 

IMPROVE YOUR SOIL
When starting with bare soil or revamping an 

old vegetable garden, it is imperative to address 

the quality of the soil, with a view to improving 

it if the soil is poor. Vegetables, herbs and fruit 

trees need humus-rich soil with organic matter 

to encourage worms and soil microflora. It’s 

all about building the ecosystem of the soil to 

create a healthy living soil from which the plant 

roots feed. Great materials to add to a vegetable 

garden are well-composted cow manure and 

poultry manure.

In heavy clay soils, straw is a valuable 

material to dig through the soil to open up 

the pore spaces in the soil along with adding 

gypsum at the rate specified on the bag. 

Organic compost can also be dug through a 

vegetable garden and the addition of blood 

and bone will help increase worm activity and 

provide nutrients for plants. 

BEDS AND PLANTERS
If creating a vegetable garden on the ground, it’s 

important to create mounded beds of friable soil 

in which to grow crops. Sleepers can be used to 

hold soil into shaped beds, as can concrete block 

work which can be bagged or rendered for greater 

effect. Or you can buy raised galvanised planters 

that stand at a comfortable working height — a 

height that also allows tumbling plants to trail 

over the edge of the planter. 

Fill large planters with a specialised planting 

mix combined with some site soil and composted 

manures; fill troughs and pots with a good-quality 

potting mix only. Applications of certified organic 

fertiliser and regular liquid feeding with a fish 

emulsion, combined with a seaweed solution to 

all styles of vegetable and herb gardens, will keep 

your plants healthy and productive.

HERBS AS GROUNDCOVER
Herbs can be used as groundcovers in the garden, 

too, and don’t always need to be planted into pots. 

Many herbs, such as semi-prostrate rosemary, 

make excellent groundcovers and because they 

are perennial plants, they last year after year, 

providing edible green cover that is both practical 

and aesthetically pleasing. Other useful herbs 

for growing as groundcovers include thyme, 

oregano and golden marjoram; also some of 

the mints. These herbs may need cutting back 



“Planting out a backyard 
vegetable or herb garden 

is a very exciting process, 
wheh er it is a large 

or small project”

BACKYARD 
ESSENTIALS

DESIGN IDEAS
• Globe artichokes make a strong statement, 

with huge silvery nettle-like leaves and big 
globular heads, as do pumpkins with their 
large, rounded upright leaves. 

• Small citrus like kaffir lime and cumquat 
have glossy foliage and can be clipped 
into topiary. Beans or snowpeas can be 
espaliered onto a sunny, north-facing fence.

• Many red-leafed edible plants add a welcome 
zing to the garden, such as beetroot, purple 
cabbage, purple basil, Tuscan kale, coral 
lettuce and giant red mustard. 

• For a spiky upright form contrast, choose 
green shallots (spring onions or scallions), 
leeks and lemon grass. Curly parsley is a rich 
green and very edible border.
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This BoldSimplicity-
designed yard features a 
raised garden bed with a 
framework for espalier.  

from time to time to refresh the growth, but are 

very useful garden plants.

HEDGES AND TREES
Think, too, about using edible hedges and 

incorporating fruit trees into your design. Bay, 

feijoa, lilli pilly, citrus, stone fruit and climbing 

plants like kiwi fruit can provide valuable 

screening and shade. Bay can be clipped into 

hedges or smaller topiary spheres and placed in 

pots either side of a garden seat to provide formal 

structure. Feijoa plants can be trimmed into 

hedges or left to grow as large shade trees. 

Other great options for fruit trees are apricots 

or nectarine trees that crop heavily and cast 

shade, and citrus trees that can be potted as 

standards, used as espaliered features on a fence 

or as a specimen tree in the garden. Nut trees 

are also very valuable, such as macadamias and 

almonds with their lovely flowers in spring, as are 

trees like Malus ‘Golden Hornet’ that provide an 

abundance of crab apples for making jam. 

PLANTING OUT PROCESS
Be sure to include plants that attract beneficial 

insects and native birds that keep pest insects 

under control. Companion plants, which include 

marigolds, calendula, borage and echinacea, 

attract lady birds, praying mantis and bees for 

pollination. Some native shrubs such as sweet 

bursaria provide nesting places for birds that feed 

on pest insects and planting native grasses can 

attract blue tongue lizards which devour snails. As 

you can see, planting out a backyard vegetable or 

herb garden is a very exciting process, whether it 

is a large or small project. 

Georgina Martyn of BoldSimplicty is a Melbourne-

based garden designer with a special interest in 

sustainable and eco-friendly design.

These raised vegetable 
beds sit in a sunny part of 
this garden designed by 
Van Leeuwen Green.
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Words: Sophie Bouikidis

I
f your swimming pool is looking a bit worse 
for wear, there are many things you can 
do to update it to suit the type of outdoor 
area you want. Pool renovations can be as 

simple as replacing the interior finish and 
updating the pool coping or as complex as 
altering the shape or size of the pool. If the 
thought of taking a dip in your old pool puts 
you off, maybe now is the time to take it from 
drab to fab and here are a few tips and ideas 
to set you on your way. 

REPLACE THE PAVERS
If paved, the surrounding area of your pool may 
be chipped or damaged, or just not in keeping 
with the design you’re going for. Updating your 
paving is a relatively quick and simple way of 
changing the look of your pool area and the 
outdoor entertaining or lounging spaces beside 
the pool. Options include replacing existing 
pavers with new ones (making sure the new 
pavers are non-slip and chlorine or salt water 
safe), or opting for an alternative surface such 
as decking boards. 

Take the  

PLUNGE
If your swimming pool is looking dated, there’s a 
lot you can do to bring it into the 21st century

Here, Adelaide 

Classic Pools turned 

a pool with half-circle 

ends into a modern 

rectangular shape. 



“If h e h ought of taking a dip in your old pool 
puts you of , maybe now is h e time to take it 

r om drab to fab”
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GET EXPERT HELP
With a full makeover, your options are unlimited. 
This can involve partial demolition of the existing 
pool, changes to the shape of the pool or even the 
addition of water features or a spa. These works 
should only be undertaken by experienced pool 
renovation specialists.

“When thinking of renovating, you should 
always seek quotes from reputable pool 
builders (preferably SPASA members) who 
can advise you. If your pool shows any signs 
of structural instability, you should first seek 
the advice of and a report from a qualified 
structural engineer experienced in pool 
construction. This report can then be passed on 
to pool builders to quote on the correct method 
of renovating your pool to make it structurally 
adequate,” says Peter Moore of Sunrise Pools.

How long the renovation will take depends 
on the amount of work to be done and whether 
authority approval is required. A mini makeover 
(involving, say, a new pool interior along with 
new waterline tiles and coping) may only take 
two weeks while major works can take months. 
“It’s always advisable not to carry out the 
renovation works during the swimming season 
so you will have the use of your pool for the 
entire summer,” adds Peter.

MODERNISE THE INTERIOR
You can add colour and light to your existing 
pool by removing or replacing the tiles in the 
pool interior. To do this, the existing pool water 
needs to be drained and the pool will need to 
be cleaned. Previous interior finishes, the tiles 
or paint will need to be stripped. By altering the 
pool finish, you can change the entire design 
aesthetic. Tile, glass bead and quartz finishes 
add a glossy, sleek and stylish design element 
to your swimming pool. They can open up the 
look of your pool by reflecting the light of the 
water in their surfaces. This is a sure way to 
spruce up that tired-looking old pool and get it 
ready for the swim season. 

ADD A WATER FEATURE
Water features and retaining walls are a great 
investment when it comes to redesigning 
your swimming pool. Popular options for 

pool renovations are a cascading water spill 
that comes down from an infinity-edge pool, 
or cascading water from the adjoining spa. 
Retaining walls can also act as water features, 
with simple and sleek features built into the 
wall, shooting out water into the swimming 
pool. Retaining walls don’t have to serve as 
water features; they can stand alone in or to the 
side of the pool. These can be further highlighted 
with lighting or your choice of tile design, or even 
a piece of aluminium outdoor wall art.

IMPROVE THE SHAPE
Sometimes you just need a completely new 
design altogether. Adjusting the size and shape 
of your swimming pool can be a costly process, 
but sometimes it’s necessary when redesigning 
your pool and pool area to fit your current lifestyle. 
Outdoor entertaining is more popular than it was 20 
years ago, so pools built back then may take up too 
much of the backyard. Shortening your existing pool 
allows you to open up some space for a dining and 
relaxing area. If space isn’t an issue, lengthening 
your pool for lap swimming or family fun may be the 
way to go. A slight shape change, such as squaring 
off an oval pool, can make the pool appear more 
modern and better suit your backyard.

UPDATE POOL LIGHTS
If your swimming pool is between 10 and 30 years 
old, your pool lighting may not be up to today’s 
standards. Lighting is especially important as it 
adds a stylish design element to the pool as well 
as practicality for night-time swimming (effective 
illumination allows swimmers to see steps and 
edges) and entertainment. Consider changing 
the pool lights to LEDs and changing the light 
colour or shape of the cover for a more modern 
appearance. LEDs cost more upfront but using 
them means a large reduction in running costs 
and most importantly energy consumption, which 
in turn reduces carbon emissions.  

UPGRADE THE FENCING
Modern pool fences are most  often built with 
galvanised steel, powder-coated aluminium or 
glass. Frameless glass fencing is becoming 
increasingly popular as it gives you a clear view of 
the pool and the area beyond it so if you want to 
modernise the look of your pool area and make it 
feel more open, consider replace your old fence 
with glass. Or if that is too expensive, you can use 
glass only in front and aluminium on the other 
sides. When installing new pool fencing you must 
ensure it meets your local state safety laws. 

Through sensitive 

design, GOOD 

MANORS Pool + 

Garden modernised 

a dated pool and its 

surrounds.
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SHOWER POWER
A pool makeover is the ideal time to add 

an outdoor shower so family and friends 

can rinse off after a swim. Before choosing 

a location for your shower, you need to 

decide if you prefer a freestanding shower, 

portable shower or a wall-mounted 

design. Freestanding can be fitted virtually 

anywhere, including on paving or decking 

around a pool or spa. A wall-mounted 

shower needs a solid structure such as a 

garden or pool cabana wall onto which it 

can be fitted.

Generally, outdoor showers simply run 

off into your garden beds. However, you 

may need to add drainage, depending on 

the location. You can install drainage back 

to the stormwater or sewer depending on 

council regulations. To ensure your shower 

meets council requirements regarding 

runoff and drainage, check with your local 

authority before you begin installation.

INSTALL NEW SYSTEMS
Maintaining the health and efficiency of a 

swimming pool is very important, so pool 

cleaning and maintenance systems are a 

priority when considering renovating your 

swimming pool. There have been many 

developments in technology that allow you to 

clean, manage and monitor your pool without 

all the hard manual labour. An efficient pump 

system will lower energy operating costs and is 

a key element in the filtration process. A good 

heating system is another element to consider 

when upgrading your pool. Look for something 

that is energy- and cost-efficient.

INCLUDE A SPA
If you’re looking to sell, or even if you’re looking 

to just spruce up the area, spas add great value 

to a property and can be enjoyed all year round. 

The warm waters that bubble up are soothing 

and relaxing, a peaceful way to unwind and 

relax. You can add a spa to your existing pool 

design or renovate an existing one. Spas look 

even better when they’re within a cabana or 

a gazebo, which provides shade and adds a 

resort-like ambience to your home.

Adelaide Classic Pools’ 

renovation, which included 

new interior tiles, has 

transformed this pool.

Thanks to a sleek, 

modern upgrade 

by A Total Concept, 

this pool is now as 

stunning as the view. 
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THIS WEEKEND
❑✔ APPLY A NEW-LOOK WALL COATING
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F
oamfast, known Australia-wide for its 

versatile lightweight fencing and walling 

panels, has launched an exciting new 

product designed to en hance any outdoor 

space. Nanosilex is a durable and beautiful 

surface coating system made from 100 per cent 

recycled glass. Nanosilex is coloured using a 

unique process that creates an amazing range of 

colour blends and sparkling effects.

The coating is designed to withstand the harsh 

Australian weather and the finish won’t fade like 

traditional render and paints. During the day, the 

glass shimmers in the sunlight, giving a totally 

unique look. At night, just add lighting and the 

finish twinkles like glittering diamonds.

The garden showcased here features the new 

Nanosilex coating applied to Foamfast’s panels. 

Foamfast’s new-generation external fencing and 

walling panels are made of expanded polystyrene, 

which is core-reinforced with fibreglass mesh. 

This makes the panels solid but lightweight, which 

is why they are so easy to move and the ideal 

walling and screening solution. 

These panels offer exciting opportunities for 

the do-it-yourselfer, designers and builders as 

they can be used to create straight or curved 

walls. This flexibility also makes it possible to 

combine different options such as timber slat 

infills, aluminium screens, lighting, intercoms, 

sliding gates and much more.

All Foamfast panels are manufactured using 

a fire-retardant additive and the insulating 

properties bring acoustic benefits, which is ideal 

for those who live on busy streets. A Foamfast 

fence or wall is designed to withstand a certain 

amount of ground movement and expansion and 

the panels can have a six-star energy rating.

Boasting superior strength and durability, 

Foamfast panels are easier to install than a 

traditional masonry wall and are made in South 

Australia, where the experienced in-house 

installation team ensures every project is 

completed to the highest standards. Whether 

it’s  a new or prefabricated building, a renovation 

project or a new landscape, Foamfast can make 

your project stand out from the rest.

Add a little shimmer to your garden or exterior walls with a new coating

GET THE LOOK

FOAMFAST PTY LTD 
Phone (08) 8244 2763 
Email info@foamfast.com.au 
Website foamfast.com.au 



THIS WEEKEND
❑✔ ERECT A WOODGRAIN ALUMINIUM FENCE
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B
ackyard makeover. Depending on your 
experience and skill level, you either 
just jumped for joy or shrunk back in 
terror. Those of us who have done it 

before know that there is a lot more to it than 
just moving a couple of things around and 
giving the yard a bit of a tidy up. Depending 
on the scale of the project, you might hire a 
professional landscaper, renovator or builder. 
But it doesn’t take that much effort or expertise 
to quickly and radically elevate the look of 
your yard (front or back). It can be something 
as simple as a new fence, as this Queensland 
home demonstrates. 

This Brisbane home, renovated by Q-Image 
Construction, proves how a small change can 
make a big impact. The unique feature fence 

and matching gate are made not from timber as 
it appears, but from aluminium. The award-
winning Australian-based company that makes 
this amazing product, Knotwood, is the world 
leader in sublimated aluminium systems.

This particular project uses Knotwood’s 
unique batten system to provide a feature 
fence that is as stunning as it was easy 
to install. The warm woodgrain tone was 
selected from Knotwood’s expansive colour 
range to not only match the window flashings 
that were already installed, but also to 
contrast against the cool white walls and 
tie into the natural greens and reds of the 
foliage in the planters. The system was easy 
to install and went together in a day. The 
results speak for themselves.

The longevity of the product, backed 
by its 15-year warranty, made the fencing 
option a stunningly good deal in terms of 
its practicality and affordability. It was also 
assurance that the feature would remain 
beautiful from the day it went in. 

When you’re considering your next 
backyard makeover, you don’t have to think 
big to make a big impact. Small changes can 
really bring out the best in your yard.

GET THE LOOK

KNOTWOOD
Phone 1300 566 896

Website knotwood.com

Big or small change? An aluminium fence can do a lot for your yard
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THIS WEEKEND
❑✔  PAVE YOUR WAY WITH SANDSTONE

T
he appeal of stone lies in its strength, 

natural beauty and versatility. It 

can be used for outdoor paving and 

interior flooring, steps and wall 

cladding, benches and splashbacks … the 

options are endless.

Sandstone is one of the most popular 

choices for landscaping and home building 

projects, and for very good reason. It is a 

stone that complements any style of garden or 

home design and it is a stone that comes in a 

wide choice of colours. Wanting a crisp, clean 

look for their stunning new seaside home in 

Sydney, the owners of this property felt Mint 

White honed sandstone from Cinajus was the 

perfect choice.

Mint White honed sandstone has been used 

extensively throughout the landscape, from the 

front path, stairs, entry, balconies and patios to 

the coping around the swimming pool.

A premium-quality stone, Mint White honed 

sandstone is a firm favourite with landscape 

designers and architects who prize its neutral 

tones and subtle colour variation. It is also 

very popular with the landscape contractors 

and the tiling trade because of the products’ 

consistent sizing and thickness. Homeowners 

love it, too, because it is non-slip, cool, soft to 

walk on and requires minimal maintenance.

Cinajus can provide Mint White sandstone 

cut in a 600mm x 400mm format, in square-

edge and bullnose coping, stair treads as well 

as pavers. A range of finishes is available, 

including sandblasted and natural, and if 

you need to build a garden feature wall, Mint 

White sandstone is also available in rock-faced 

walling blocks.

As long-standing specialists in the 

provision of beautiful natural stone products 

for all classes of residential and commercial 

projects, Cinajus has developed an enviable 

reputation. Due to its broad product range 

and the expert staff’s depth of knowledge in 

stone selection, Cinajus is consistently at the 

leading edge of natural stone suppliers.

Cinajus is based in Sydney; however, the 

company has extensive experience supplying 

projects Australia wide.

GET THE LOOK

CINAJUS PTY LTD
Phone 1300 853 763

Email info@cinajus.com 

Website cinajus.com

When it’s time to replace dated paving, white sandstone is the stylish choice
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❑✔ ENHANCE YOUR  PRIVACY WITH SCREENING
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D
o you want a natural, eco-friendly way 

to block out an unsightly view or add 

privacy to an outdoor entertaining 

area? If so, bamboo screens are ideal. 

And if you’re looking for a wide selection of 

quality bamboo screens, Bamboo Habitat’s 

range is as extensive as it is impressive.

Bamboo Habitat offers an easy-to-manage 

panel width of 1.2m. This makes the panels 

lighter and installation simple. It also allows 

you to give full rein to your creativity as the 

screens can be joined for a continuous, 

seamless look or framed for a more 

structured style.

In addition, you also have a choice of pole 

thickness and height. This allows you to 

customise a screening, fencing or cladding 

solution to perfectly fit your outdoor design. 

You can also avail yourself of Bamboo Habitat’s 

personalised custom-made service should your 

requirements fall outside their standard range.

The majority of the range is now smoked 

using traditional firing methods. This gives 

the bamboo screens a wonderful earthy scent 

and a scorched woody-brown tone — the 

perfect natural backdrop to plantings, garden 

art or water features.

The Smoked Congo screen, featured here, 

is comprised of 30mm full bamboo poles with 

a staggered finish at the top, which ranges 

from 1.8m at its shortest point up to 2.1m at 

the tallest point. The result is a stylish screen 

that is perfect for disguising raking, sloping or 

uneven fence lines.

All Bamboo Habitat screens are strung 

internally with 3mm galvanised wire which 

ensures they stay structurally sound for 

around 15 years, even near salt water or in 

sandy and windy environments. To protect the 

finish, Bamboo Habitat offers an exclusive UV-

resistant tinted Bamboo Honey marine varnish 

to keep the colours of the bamboo screens 

looking fresher longer.  

For customers in the Sydney metropolitan 

area and on the New South Wales South Coast, 

Bamboo Habitat offers an installation service 

and for those unable to collect their screens 

from the company’s Sydney warehouse, door-

to-door delivery can be arranged. 

Bamboo screens offer natural beauty and complement any garden style

GET THE LOOK

BAMBOO HABITAT 
Phone (02) 4294 1385 
Email info@bamboohabitat.com.au 
Website bamboohabitat.com.au 
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THIS WEEKEND
❑✔  REVITALISE YOUR TIMBER DECK

O
ver many years Sikkens has built an 

outstanding reputation for its range of 

professional timber coating systems. 

First-class research and development 

ensures Sikkens continues to lead the way, 

maintaining its premier position at the forefront of 

timber coatings technology.

Available in Australia since 1974, Sikkens’ 

specially developed formulas provide 

transparent, high-quality finishes that enhance 

the natural beauty of timber while delivering 

maximum durability.

Exterior timber is exposed to extreme weather 

conditions such as snow, heat, sun and rain, 

which can take a toll on exposed wood. Sikkens’ 

Cetol range provides maximum protection with 

an outstanding finish to enhance the natural 

appearance of exterior timber. Sikkens’ products 

help the wood to last longer — whether you want 

to protect against rot or decay, waterproof or 

nourish, or simply keep it looking its best.

Sikkens’ woodcare products are available in 

both oil- and water-based finishes, both playing 

an important role in woodcare coatings. Water-

based coatings are an attractive choice, with 

fast-drying times and simple clean-up. Sikkens 

Cetol BLX-Pro is an environmentally friendly 

water-based exterior timber finish ideal for decks 

and outdoor furniture, providing good durability 

and flexibility. Its fast drying characteristics will 

allow three coats to be applied in a single day.

While oil-based coatings have longer 

drying times, they offer greater durability and 

longevity as well as a more natural-looking 

end result. Sikkens Cetol HLSe is a traditional 

oil-based coating used either as a stand-alone 

three-coat system ideal for the decoration 

and protection of timber decking and outdoor 

furniture, or as a traditional primer ideal for 

all timber joinery used under Sikkens Cetol 

Supernatural, Sikkens Cetol Filter 7 plus and 

Sikkens Cetol TGL Gloss plus.

At Sikkens, they are totally committed to 

providing the very best in professional woodcare 

coating systems. That’s why the range is 

regularly recommended by professionals and is 

used when only the best will do.

GET THE LOOK

SIKKENS
Phone 1300 745 536

Website sickens.net.au

Protect your new deck with these easy-to-apply timber coating products



THIS WEEKEND
❑✔ MODERNISE WITH CONCRETE PAVING
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I
f you want to give your outdoor areas a new 
lease on life, concrete paving is the perfect 
place to start. Paving is a long-term investment 
that adds value to your home so while aesthetic 

appeal is important, durability, strength and 
ease of maintenance are essential, which is why 
concrete pavers are ideal.

Customstone SA’s extensive range of high-
quality concrete paving ticks all the right boxes. 
Each product is hard-wearing and of consistent 
size, thickness and finish. The pavers have slip-
resistant surfaces, making them ideal for use 
around swimming pools and water features. They 
are also salt-resistant, which is what you need if 
you live on the coast or have a salt water pool.

For design flexibility, Customstone SA’s large-
format pavers are av ailable in five sizes (400mm 
× 400mm, 450mm × 450mm, 500mm × 500mm, 
600mm × 300mm and 600mm × 600mm). These 
can be teamed with the driveway pavers (300mm 
× 300mm and 400mm × 400mm), bullnose 
coping (400mm × 400mm, 500mm × 500mm, 
500mm × 350mm, 500mm x 280mm, 600mm 
x 600mm, 600mm x 350mm, 800mm x 400mm 
with corners to match) and the mortared walling 
(500mm × 250mm × 200mm). Straight pencil-
edge pool coping (800mm × 400mm and 600mm 
x 300mm), bullnose radius coping and double 
bullnose coping are also available.

Whether you’re planning a contemporary or 
classic look for your pool or entertaining area, 
there are many colours and finishes to choose 
from so you can be assured of finding something 
of a complementary tone and texture. For 
paving and coping, various custom and honed 
finishes (where the aggregate shows through) 
are available. The project shown here features 
Mocha Honed pencil-edge coping and Mocha 
Traditional 600mm x 600mm x 40mm paving.

To ensure a fully co-ordinated look throughout 
your outdoor areas, most Customstone SA 
products, which are all made to order, are 
available in the company’s complete range of 
colours and finishes.

GET THE LOOK

CUSTOMSTONE SA 
Phone (08) 8252 9633
Email info@customstonesa.com.au
Website customstonesa.com.au

Update your alfresco living spaces with high-quality concrete pavers
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❑✔ DISCOVER THE BEAUTY OF BAMBOO
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A
ustralians have long been captivated by 

the natural allure and endless versatility 

of bamboo screening. It enhances 

the look and feel of any garden and 

works with any landscape style. Best of all, it is 

affordable, quick and easy to install, and resistant 

to moisture and termites.

Bamboo screening looks fabulous 

whether used as cladding on an existing 

fence, as a privacy screen for a deck, patio 

or balcony, as a backdrop to a sculpture or 

fountain, or as an architectural feature. In 

small spaces where clutter will make an 

area look messy and feel smaller, bamboo 

screening can be used to hide bins, pool 

equipment and the like. 

Bamboo screening is also an eco-friendly 

choice. Bamboo is a quick-growing, high-

yielding plant. It is said that one hectare of 

land will deliver 60 tonnes of bamboo but the 

same land planted with trees will only yield 

20 tonnes of timber and those trees will take 

many more years to reach maturity.

Infinity Panels offers an array of black 

bamboo panel screening that can be used 

to improve the appearance of any garden or 

outdoor space. The natural texture and warm 

tones of these quality screens give a garden 

a resort feel, engender a feeling of calm and 

are the perfect way to offset a planting palette 

of vibrant green foliage and vivid blooms. 

The 1m-wide bamboo panels are available 

in three heights (1.8m, 2m and 2.4m) and are 

coated with a clear water-based lacquer (no 

artificial colours are used). These panels can 

be installed vertically or horizontally, or you 

can try a combination of both. 

The important thing is never compromise 

on quality. Your bamboo screen needs to be 

able to withstand the elements and hold up 

over time. Of course it pays to find a supplier 

that can offer design advice and Infinity 

Panels’ expert staff can custom design a 

screening solution that will transform your 

garden. For those seeking more, Infinity 

Panels now also offers a full garden design 

and landscaping/installation service. 

Explore the design versatility of eco-friendly black bamboo screening

GET THE LOOK

INFINITY PANELS
Warehouse: 6 Bricker Street, 
Cheltenham Vic 3192
Mobile 0411 118 858
Email sales@infinitypanels.com.au
Website infinitypanels.com.au
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❑✔ HANG A RAIN CHAIN FROM YOUR GUTTER
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U
sed in Japan for hundreds of years, 

Kusari-doi (rain chains) are now 

widely embraced worldwide by 

admirers of high-quality functional 

design. Rain chains, which channel water 

down over a series of links or cups, can 

transform a downpipe into a visual delight 

or be added to any part of a gutter. Whether 

forming a soothing trickle in light rain, or 

a cascading column of white water in a 

downpour, they are an attractive addition to 

any house and garden.

Rainchains.com.au offers a variety of 

appealing styles and currently has 16 cup or bell 

chains, six link types and three premium styles.

“Most are made of copper, which weathers 

into an attractive patina, but many customers 

are choosing aluminium or stainless steel 

to complement the colour and style of their 

house. A black, powder-coated aluminium, 

fluted cup design is particularly popular,” 

says the manager of Rainchains.com.au, 

Keith Binnington.

Prices vary considerably, starting at the 

lower end for simple aluminium chains and 

increasing to the premium styles (lotus, 

double lotus and tara flower), which combine 

brass and copper in their design.

Rain chains are simple to install and many 

homeowners do it themselves, while others 

employ a tradesman or handyman. Keith 

reassures prospective buyers that: “Our website 

lists only those chains we have in stock and 

most orders are dispatched within 48 hours.”

Also available are attractive copper or 

aluminium bowls to collect water at the base of the 

chains, gutter adapters (to suit standard and half-

round gutters) and debris blockers.

When used to replace a downpipe, the water 

from a chain may run into an existing stormwater 

drain, but they are often used to recycle water 

onto a garden or into a pond. While they work best 

connected to a water source from above (such as 

a gutter), they can be used in other ways, such as 

garden ornaments hanging from trees or pergolas.

Rain chains are a practical and beautiful alternative to downpipes

GET THE LOOK

RAINCHAINS
Website rainchains.com.au



Like Pebbles , over 11,500 dogs now have new happy homes

www.DoggieRescue.com
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BEFORE & AFTER 

— WHO TO CONTACT

Easy elegance (page 8)

Gaia Gardens

gaiagardens.com.au

Take a leaf (page 14)

Gardens by Design 

gardensbydesign.com.au

It’s a classic (page 18)

Ian Barker Gardens 

landscape.net.au

Art of design (page 24)

Art in Green

artingreen.com.au

Join the club (page 34)

Reflective Gardens

reflectivegardens.com.au

A true original (page 40)

Waddell Landscapes

waddelllandscapes.com.au

For the family (page 44)

OUTHOUSE design

outhousedesign.com.au

Well connected (page 50)

Anthea Dunlop Landscape Design

antheadunlopdesign.com.au

Get swept along (page 54)

ecodesign

ecodesign.com.au

The Other Side Landscapes                                                                                                

theotherside.com.au 

Serene and green (page 60)

Anthea Dunlop Landscape Design

antheadunlopdesign.com.au

Piece of paradise (page 64)

Utopia landscape Design

utopialandscapedesign.com.au

Then and now (page 68)

JW Concepts

jwconcepts.com.au

Ticking the boxes (page 74)

OUTHOUSE design

outhousedesign.com.au

Outside Space                                                                                                                      

outsidespace.com.au 
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Australia’s largest and very best Aluminium 

Greenhouses supplier for Hobbyists, Professional 

Gardeners, Commercial Growers, Schools and 

well known Television Gardening Programs.

• Extend your growing season • Grow & Eat fresh from your garden all year round

• Share the experience with your children • Save Money!

INTERACTIVE DISPLAY CENTRE
408-410 Princes Hwy, O�  cer VIC (5min from Berwick)

1300 657 174  I  info@sproutwellgreenhouses.com.au

www.sproutwellgreenhouses.com.au

Open Monday to Saturday 10am-4pm

The ‘Amateur Stone 
Mason’ at work Must be level! Internal steps Time to put in the glass panels Time to start fi lling it up Front view

www.sproutwellgreenhouses.com.au

NEW

ORANGERY

WINTER 

HOUSE

SAVE
UP TO

40%
IN ASSEMBLY TIME

Australia

Wide Delivery

A NEW and exciting range has arrived at Sproutwell Greenhouses!
Visit www.sproutwellgreenhouses.com.au for more information!

p Front view
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32 Bryant Street, Padstow NSW 2211    

Ph: 02 9773 5677   Fax: 02 9773 5644

Email: info@cinajus.com   Online Catalogue: www.cinajus.com


