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CONTRIBUTORS
WE ASKED OUR CONTRIBUTORS:
“WHAT’S YOUR BEST TRAVEL MEMORY OF 2017?”

Nuno 
Oliveira
Who: 
Photographer; 
Cover A:  
“My best travel 
memory of 2017 
is from Bali. I went 
to a waterfall that 
was at the bottom 
of a valley and it 
looked absolutely 
amazing.” 

@shotbynuno

Sushant 
kumar
Who: Writer; Sands of serendip-
ity, p88 A: “A romantic week 
spent in Kochi during the 
Biennale, where every dinner 
turned into a dressy date—with 
seafood in our bellies and sea 
breeze in our hair.”  @sushology

Roshni Bajaj 
Sanghvi 
Who: Writer; On the food trail 
in Odisha, p200 A: “Meeting 
buzz buttons in the Ekamravana 
medicinal garden in Bhubaneswar. 
The bud of this plant makes 
the tongue tingle. I had only 
encountered it in Madagascar, and 
was thrilled to find it grows in India.”  

 @roshnibajaj

Pankaj Anand 
Who: Photographer; Winter wonderland, p188 A: “While trying to 
get the perfect shot, I touched an electrified road barricade. The 
next thing I knew, I was flat on the road and had a blackout. Luckily, 
I managed to move away before the traffic signal turned green. I call 
it my best travel memory as it made me realise how crucial every 
minute of life is, because we don’t know when, where, what can 
change, in the blink of an eye.”  @pankaj_anand P
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MEher 
ahmed
Who: Stylist; Sands 
of serendip-ity, p88 A: 
“Visiting the Sheikh Zayed 
Grand Mosque in Abu 
Dhabi. I was amazed at 
the intricate detailing, 
and how the area is so 
well designed. The road 
to Abu Dhabi from Dubai 
is also a treat, with an 
area dedicated for food 
trucks offering all kinds of 
cuisine.”  @meherahmed

Himanshu 
lakhwani
Who: Photographer; Ditch 
the beach in Goa, p176 A:
“My trip to Rajasthan with 
my wife: I’ve wanted to 
do it for the longest time. 
There’s design inspiration 
in every corner, from the 
detailed, colourful doors 
to the centuries-old crafts.
Oh and, great roads.”

 @hlakhwani
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2
017 marked seven years of Condé Nast 
Traveller—and seven years of my editing 
this incredible brand that has come to 
feel like home. People have asked me if I 

am feeling a seven-year itch, but the reality is that 
this past year has been so full of firsts that it’s 
hard to believe this job will ever get old. 

Last month, for instance, we brought to India 
for the first time the world’s number one chef, 
the legendary Massimo Bottura, all the way from 
Modena in Italy for a one-night-only culinary 
extravaganza. I distinctly remember writing to 
him more than a year ago—it took months of 
planning, logistics and economics, and a whole 
lot of luck for all the stars to align and allow this 
to happen. The result was amazing—a room full 
of some of India’s most discerning travellers 
enjoying Massimo’s signature risotto and Oops! 
I Dropped the Lemon Tart, lovingly prepared by 
him, in their very own hometown. CNT Hot Tables 
has had many highs, but this was truly special. 

We also announced the first edition of the CNT 
Top Restaurant Awards, a list of the 50 finest 
premium restaurants in the country, as voted for 
by 100 tastemakers: food writers, critics, genuine 

foodies and travellers who will go to great lengths 
for good food. They represent India’s quickly 
evolving and most sophisticated palates, and 
their enthusiasm to vote for their favourites was 
truly humbling. 

Food has this sort of magical effect on 
people. Look for the results on our social media 
channels—there are no spoilers in this issue!

But my firsts aren’t restricted to the 
professional: this summer, I took a solo trip to 
Europe, to places I visit regularly, with the idea 
of simply reconnecting to the places I love, and 
spending time with people dear to me. It’s not 
my usual way of travelling—I generally want to 
explore new places and discover their secrets. 
This time, though, I just wanted the familiar, the 
favourites, the tried and tested. I revisited Paris 
as a tourist after years, and my favourite parts of 
Italy, and I came back feeling more grounded and 
rejuvenated than I can remember. 

I can’t wait for all the firsts 2018 brings me—
and I hope the new year brings you many of them 
too. May everything, everyone and everywhere 
surprise you and leave you feeling blessed, 
grateful and happy. 

TRUTH IN TRAVEL

Unlike other magazines or 
newspapers, Condé Nast 
Traveller magazine does 
not accept complimentary 
travel press trips. This 
‘no freebies’ policy means 
you can trust us to speak 
our mind.
All information and travel details are 
correct at the time of going to press, 
and may have altered after publication. 
Unless otherwise stated, hotel prices 
and airline fares are for the months of 
publication. Currency conversions are 
correct at the time of going to press, 
and may be rounded up. 

Now, you can read the magazine on your tablet and smartphone. Download it here: CNTraveller.in/DigitalEdition
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EDITOR’S LETTER 

Divia Thani Editor
editorcntraveller@condenast.in

@diviathani
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FAVOURITE CITIES
Five years in a row is quite a feat. While you like the palaces 
and lakes of Udaipur, the food and monuments of Delhi 
and Jaipur and the parks of Bengaluru, nothing can 
dim your love for Mumbai. The nightlife, the safety, the 
glamour—what’s not to love? 

Mumbai 93.65
New Delhi 91.71
Jaipur 90.44
Udaipur 88.89
Bengaluru 88.49

READERS’ TRAVEL AWARDS 2017
INDIA

24Condé Nast Traveller Dec-Jan 2017-18

What do the numbers mean? They are an index of satisfaction, scored out of a maximum of 100. In our Readers’ Travel Awards 2017 questionnaire (June—July 2017 
issue and at cntraveller.in), you were asked to choose the best that the world has to offer—from hotels and spas to airlines and airports and more. You were then asked to 
rate your choices according to various criteria, such as service, culture and value for money. From your responses, we calculated the average mark on each criterion, and 
used this to provide the overall satisfaction percentage figure that you see on these pages. 

FAVOURITE LEISURE 
DESTINATIONS
Sun, sand and sea with a healthy dose of 
old-world Portuguese charm and quiet, palm-
fringed villages—that’s your idea of leisure, 
and that’s why you love Goa. And if you need a 
break from a break, head to a tea plantation or 
a lake palace instead. #lifegoals

Goa 94.35
Udaipur 93.48
Jaipur 93.40
Mumbai 91.60
Munnar 89.99

FAVOURITE EMERGING 
DESTINATIONS
It’s always hard to pick your next destination. Should you 
trek the mountains of Sikkim or Ladakh, go diving in the 
Andamans or head to Gujarat for a date with an Asiatic 
lion? But it’s the unspoilt hills, caves and magical living root 
bridges of Meghalaya (not to mention its fantastic music 
scene) that have captured your imagination.

Meghalaya 93.23
Gujarat 91.85
Andaman & Nicobar Islands 89.81
Leh–Ladakh 88.64
Sikkim 87.82
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Rajabai clock tower, Mumbai. From 
top right: fishermen on a beach in 

Goa; Cherrapunjee, Meghalaya





FAVOURITE 
BUSINESS HOTELS
The Oberoi, Gurgaon 95.12
The Taj Mahal Palace, Mumbai 94.62
The St. Regis Mumbai 93.28
The Leela Palace New Delhi 92.05
ITC Maurya, New Delhi 89.91

FAVOURITE LEISURE 
HOTELS
Park Hyatt Goa Resort and Spa 97.15
The Leela Goa 96.36
The Oberoi Udaivilas, Udaipur 94.40
Taj Fort Aguada Resort & Spa, Goa 93.76 
JW Marriott Mussoorie Walnut Grove 
Resort & Spa 93.04

FAVOURITE NEW 
BUSINESS HOTELS 
You obviously like doing business a little 
differently, and appreciate a quirky, 
artsy vibe even as you strike those big 
corporate deals. That’s why you picked 
Andaz Delhi, where the in-house gin 
comes in a bottle featuring the city’s 
Agrasen ki Baoli. 

Andaz Delhi 96.11
JW Marriott Hotel Kolkata 95.33
Roseate House, New Delhi 93.52
Conrad Pune 91.90
Taj Swarna, Amritsar 90.95

FAVOURITE NEW 
LEISURE HOTELS 
The only thing the sunshine state was missing 
was a party hotel, and now that W Goa has 
seen to that, you never want to leave, do you? 
But if you do, we know where you’re headed 
next—The Oberoi Sukhvilas, Siswan Forest 
Range, New Chandigarh, set right next to 
a forest reserve, is a spot of heaven in the 
planned city.

W Goa 93.22
The Oberoi Sukhvilas, Siswan Forest 
Range, New Chandigarh 92.94
Alila Fort Bishangarh 92.62
Radisson Blu Resort & Spa Karjat 90.87
The Westin Pushkar Resort & Spa 89.57

FAVOURITE 
AIRLINES
IndiGo 91.82
Jet Airways 89.06
Vistara 88.61

26Condé Nast Traveller Dec-Jan 2017-18
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The pool at The Oberoi 
Sukhvilas, Siswan Forest 
Range, New Chandigarh
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FAVOURITE BOUTIQUE HOTELS
From peacing out in Pondy to doing as the royals did in Jaipur, you know 
what you want. But your greatest love is still Kashmir, and The Khyber 
Himalayan Resort & Spa is the perfect setting for your romance.  

The Khyber Himalayan Resort & Spa, Gulmarg 96.39
SUJÁN Rajmahal Palace, Jaipur 95.73
Samode Haveli, Jaipur 95.71
Villa Shanti, Puducherry 93.55
RAAS Jodhpur 91.96

READERS’ TRAVEL AWARDS 2017
INDIA

FAVOURITE SAFARI 
LODGES
Banjaar Tola, Kanha National Park - 
A Taj Safari 93.85
SUJÁN Sher Bagh, Ranthambore 93.74
Samode Safari Lodge, Bandhavgarh 91.66
The Oberoi Vanyavilas, Ranthambore 90.00
The Bison, Kabini 88.25

FAVOURITE DESTINATION 
WEDDING HOTELS
The Leela Palace Udaipur 97.12
Grand Hyatt Goa 94.37
The Oberoi Udaivilas, Udaipur 92.27
Taj Umaid Bhawan Palace, Jodhpur 92.04
Park Hyatt Goa Resort and Spa 90.07

FAVOURITE 
RESTAURANTS  
IN HOTELS
Bukhara at ITC Maurya,
New Delhi 91.78
The China Kitchen at Hyatt Regency 
Delhi 89.18
Wasabi by Morimoto at The Taj Mahal 
Hotel, New Delhi 87.55
Indian Accent at The Manor (now at 
The Lodhi), New Delhi 85.43
threesixtyone° at The Oberoi, 
Gurgaon 84.12

P
H

O
TO

G
R

A
P

H
: J

U
LI

EN
 C

A
PM

EI
L 

FAVOURITE SPAS IN HOTELS
ESPA at The Leela Palace New Delhi 92.05
Cedar Spa by L’OCCITANE at JW Marriott Mussoorie 
Walnut Grove Resort & Spa 91.57
Kaya Kalp – The Royal Spa at ITC Mughal, Agra 89.83
Sereno Spa at Park Hyatt Goa Resort and Spa 88.18
Jiva Spa at The Taj Mahal Palace, Mumbai 86.48
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From top: The Khyber Himalayan 
Resort & Spa, Gulmarg; Cedar Spa 
by L’OCCITANE at the JW Marriott 
Mussoorie Walnut Grove Resort & 
Spa





FAVOURITE 
COUNTRIES
Is it the art galleries and 
museums of Paris, the wines 
of Bordeaux and Burgundy, the 
lavender fields of Provence or 
the glamour of St Tropez? Or is 
it Emmanuel Macron? Whatever 
the reason, France has your 
heart, while Switzerland and 
Italy aren’t far behind. 

France 94.69
Switzerland 92.87
Italy 90.84
UK 89.42
Singapore 88.28
Thailand 86.34
Spain 85.34
Australia 83.91
USA 83.73
South Africa 81.77

FAVOURITE CITIES
Nothing beats London, with its 
elegant architecture, fabulous 
restaurants and pubs and even 
more fabulous theatre. Dubai
scores for its shopping and hotels, 
while the perfection of Singapore
makes it another favourite. And 
New York City, equal parts glitzy 
and gritty, continues to charm.

London 94.03
Dubai 91.68
Singapore 91.42
New York City 89.59
Paris 88.30
Amsterdam 86.59
Bangkok 86.33
Rome 84.29
Barcelona 83.26
Hong Kong 82.16

FAVOURITE 
EMERGING 
DESTINATIONS
Stunning boutique hotels, 
endless beaches, mindbending 
crab, elephant reserves and 
whale watching—these are on 
your mind, clearly, which is 
why you voted for Sri Lanka. 
The Maldives, with those eye-
poppingly blue waters, is another 
favourite, while Japan scores for 
its food.

Sri Lanka 91.18
Maldives 90.24
Japan 87.82
Israel 85.62
China 84.67
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FAVOURITE HOTELS IN ASIA
JW Marriott Phuket Resort & Spa 92.87
One&Only Reethi Rah, Maldives 92.68
The Fullerton Hotel, Singapore 90.71 
Marina Bay Sands, Singapore 89.99
The Peninsula Hong Kong 89.38

READERS’ TRAVEL AWARDS 2017
OVERSEAS

FAVOURITE HOTELS  
IN AFRICA & THE 
MIDDLE EAST
Atlantis, The Palm, Dubai 97.24
Burj Al Arab Jumeirah, Dubai 95.68
JW Marriott Marquis Hotel Dubai 94.26
Address Dubai Mall, Downtown Dubai 
92.85
Emirates Palace, Abu Dhabi 91.65

FAVOURITE HOTELS IN 
EUROPE
Four Seasons Hotel George V, Paris 96.54
Taj 51 Buckingham Gate Suites and 
Residences, London 95.80 
W Barcelona 94.32
Mandarin Oriental, Paris 93.22
The Dorchester, London 92.84

FAVOURITE HOTELS IN 
THE AMERICAS
Park Hyatt New York 91.77
Bellagio, Las Vegas 90.76
New York Marriott Marquis 89.04
The Pierre, A Taj Hotel, New York 88.58
Waldorf Astoria New York 88.56 

FAVOURITE HOTELS IN 
AUSTRALASIA
Park Hyatt Sydney 93.20
Four Seasons Hotel Sydney 91.38
Shangri-La Hotel, Sydney 90.40
Emirates One&Only Wolgan Valley 89.20
Four Seasons Resort Bora Bora 87.16
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From top: Ginja Taste at the 
JW Marriott Phuket Resort & 
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FAVOURITE NEW HOTELS
Soneva Jani, Maldives 92.30
The St. Regis Maldives Vommuli Resort 90.40
The Lalit London 89.02 
Anantara Peace Haven Tangalle Resort,  
Sri Lanka 88.83
The Beekman, New York 86.77 

FAVOURITE RESTAURANTS  
IN HOTELS
Nobu at Atlantis, The Palm, Dubai 95.59
CUT at Marina Bay Sands, Singapore 95.52 
China Tang at The Dorchester, London 94.30
Quilon at St James’ Court, A Taj Hotel, London 93.87
Amber at The Landmark Mandarin Oriental, 
Hong Kong 93.15 

FAVOURITE SPAS IN 
HOTELS
Jiva Spa at Taj Exotica Resort & Spa 
Maldives 96.57 
The spa at the Banyan Tree 
Phuket 95.39
Talise Spa at Madinat Jumeirah, 
Dubai 95.35
Guerlain Spa at the One&Only 
The Palm Dubai 93.76
The Oriental Spa at The Landmark 
Mandarin Oriental, Bangkok 92.26

FAVOURITE 
AIRLINES
Etihad Airways 95.21
Emirates 94.77
Singapore Airlines 94.10
Jet Airways 92.64
Qatar Airways 90.55
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An aerial view of the water 
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FAVOURITE ONLINE 
TOUR AGENTS (OTA)
MakeMyTrip.com 91.03
Booking.com 88.28
Cleartrip.com 86.26

FAVOURITE TRAVEL 
APPS
MakeMyTrip 88.46
TripAdvisor 87.08
Airbnb 85.32

FAVOURITE AIRPORTS
Changi Airport, Singapore 85.88
Chhatrapati Shivaji International Airport, Mumbai 83.47
Indira Gandhi International Airport, New Delhi 82.53
Dubai International Airport 82.17
Heathrow, London 81.70

FAVOURITE SPECIALIST 
TOUR OPERATORS
Cox & Kings 91.70
Thomas Cook 89.95
SOTC 88.04
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FAVOURITE 
HOTEL LOYALTY 
PROGRAMMES
You like your perks and 
privileges, as you should. And 
Trident Privilege, with its host of 
offerings to members, suits you, 
our discerning reader, just fine. 

Trident Privilege 82.43
Marriott Rewards 81.93
Taj InnerCircle 80.87
World of Hyatt 79.46 
Club ITC 78.75

FAVOURITE 
CRUISE LINES
Royal Caribbean International 
91.44
Princess Cruises 91.12
Celebrity Cruises 89.67
Norwegian Cruise Line 88.97
MSC Cruises 87.43

FAVOURITE 
DESTINATION 
SPAS
Ananda In the Himalayas, 
Uttarakhand 97.47
Atmantan Wellness Centre, 
Pune 96.56
COMO Shambhala Estate,
Bali 94.60
Chiva-Som, Thailand 93.71
Jiva Spa at Taj Exotica Resort 
& Spa Maldives 93.27 
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CNT’s Editor Divia Thani with 
CNT’s Sunaina Talwar Khiani

Land Rover World  of Discovery

Land Rover Experience



This October, Land Rover launched the All-New 
Discovery at a hill-top camp ground in Mumbai. 
The launch event, aptly called ‘Land Rover World of 
Discovery’, brought in all the elements of a perfect 
weekend getaway— adventure, barbeque, music, 
movies, pets, great outdoors and more, for fun 
with friends and family.In addition to this, the big 
draw was the Experience Zone where Land Rover’s
legendary capability was on full display as the All-
New Discovery was put through various obstacles 
on a specially designed off-roading track. 

The All-New Discovery will embark on a 
‘Discovery with a Purpose’ early next year to 
spread awareness about endangered wildlife in 
India. As a warm-up to that journey, environment 
writer and photographer Arati Kumar-Rao 
conducted a workshop at the event about the 
Hornbill Nest Adoption Programme in Arunachal 
Pradesh  — a unique initiative that is saving 
the beautiful bird from extinction. The All-New 
Discovery is built for adventures like these. And the 
journey has just begun.

For more information, visit landrover.in.

Rohit Suri - President & Managing 
Director, Jaguar Land Rover India 
with Salonie Suri Arati Kumar-Rao



Questionnaires were inserted in 
copies of the June—July 2017 
issue of Condé Nast Traveller
in India, and posted online at 
cntraveller.in for the same 
period. The replies were analysed 
by an independent market-
research company, Market 
Management, in the UK. The 32 
categories for nominations are 
listed below, with the criteria by 
which they were judged. Figures 
for all criteria are percentages 
representing overall average 
levels of satisfaction.
COUNTRIES Culture & 
attractions • F&B/shopping 
• Value for money • Range of 
accommodation
CITIES Culture & attractions • 
F&B/shopping • Value for money 
• Range of accommodation
INDIAN LEISURE DESTINATIONS 
Culture & attractions • F&B/
shopping • Value for money • 
Range of accommodation
EMERGING DESTINATIONS 
Culture & attractions • F&B/
shopping • Value for money • 
Range of accommodation
INDIAN BUSINESS HOTELS 
Standard/comfort of 
accommodation • Value for 
money • Service/staff • Location 
• F&B • Business facilities

INDIAN LEISURE HOTELS 
Standard/comfort of 
accommodation • Value for 
money • Service/staff • Location 
• F&B • Leisure facilities 
NEW HOTELS Standard/comfort 
of accommodation • Value for 
money • Service/staff • Location 
• F&B • Business facilities • 
Leisure facilities
INDIAN BOUTIQUE HOTELS 
Standard/comfort of 
accommodation • Value for 
money • Service/staff • Location 
• F&B • Leisure facilities 
INDIAN SAFARI LODGES 
Standard/comfort of 
accommodation • Value for 
money • Service/staff • Location 
• F&B • Leisure facilities 
INDIAN DESTINATION WEDDING 
HOTELS Standard/comfort 
of accommodation • Value for 
money • Service/staff • Location 
• F&B • Leisure facilities 
OVERSEAS HOTELS Standard/
comfort of accommodation • 
Value for money • Service/staff • 
Location • F&B • Leisure facilities 
• Business facilities 
HOTEL LOYALTY PROGRAMMES
Alliance partners/brands • 
Reward scheme • Ease of use • 
Customer service 

F&B Ambience • F&B • Menu 
consistency • Service/staff • 
Value for money 
AIRPORTS Design & navigation • 
Efficiency of check-in/transfers • 
F&B • Recreation & entertainment 
• Shopping/duty-free facilities  
AIRLINES F&B • Loyalty 
programme • In-flight 
entertainment • Flight network 
& schedule • Lounge facilities • 
Value for money • Service
CRUISE LINES Ambience • 
Itinerary/variety of destinations 
• Entertainment/activities • F&B 
• Value for money • Service/
staff • Standard/comfort of 
accommodation
TOUR OPERATORS Flexibility of 
arrangements • Expertise • Range 
of accommodation • Customer 
service & reliability • Value for 
money 
ONLINE TRAVEL AGENTS (OTA)
Best deals on flights/hotels • Best 
holiday packages • Customer 
service & reliability • Ease of 
navigation/user-friendliness • 
Variety of options
TRAVEL APPS User interface • 
Quality & range of information/
services • Reliability 
SPAS Range of treatments • Value 
for money • Facilities • Expertise 
of therapists • Ambience

1 NISHANT GUPTA wins  
a three-night stay for two  
with breakfast at the Dusit 
Thani Maldives
2 DHRUV KAPUR wins a three-
night stay in a beachfront 
room with breakfast at the 
Banyan Tree Seychelles
3 MALINI MALIK wins a 
three-night stay for two with 
breakfast in a one-bedroom 
Terrace Suite and a 60-minute 
massage at the Spa at Andara 
Resort & Villas, Phuket
4 ARJUN SATNAM wins a 
three-night stay for a couple 
in a Lagoon Terrace Room 
with breakfast at The Leela 
Palace Goa
5 LERRICK COELHO wins a 
three-night stay for a couple 
with breakfast at Dukes Dubai

Prizes offered courtesy of the Preferred 
Hotel Group. Congratulations to the 
winners! Terms & Conditions apply. 

HOW OUR QUESTIONNAIRE PRODUCED 
YOUR ‘BEST OF THE BEST’ LIST

YOU VOTED—AND WON!*

READERS’ TRAVEL AWARDS 2017
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WORD OF MOUTH
PINK RESTAURANTS BEST TRAVELLED INSTAGRAM PETS EVENTS CALENDAR

Ted Gushue has made a career out of travelling the world, taking gorgeous photographs of stunning cars in unreal locations. He is the executive 
editor of Petrolicious (www.petrolicious.com), an automotive blog popular for its dreamy short films chronicling the love affair between (wo)man 

and machine. These are his recommendations for those afflicted by both the travel and petrolhead bugs: Chantilly Arts and Elegance, Chantilly, 
France: “Gorgeous setting with the best classic and modern cars all around, the best Champagne, food and the most interesting people. It’s just 

over the top and couldn’t be more French. But it isn’t stuffy—you could take your pet dog and have a picnic on the chateau grounds. It is a great way 
to spend the weekend. PS: Chateau de Chantilly was also the Bond villain Max Zorin’s lair in A View to a Kill.” Goodwood Revival, West Sussex, 
UK: “This is the event of the year because it’s one of the few places on earth where you can fully immerse yourself in what it would’ve been like to 

race at Goodwood in the 1950s. Everyone is in period costume, drinking what would have been fashionable around that time. Everyone is drunk and 
having a great time. It is a very English party.” Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance, California, USA: “The crown jewel of the concours world, 

it draws out the greatest cars on earth to be judged and scrutinised by some of the most intelligent members of the car community. Everyone’s 
dressed to the nines wearing massive hats on one of the most exclusive golf clubs on earth.” Concorso d’Eleganza Villa d’Este, Lake Como, 

Italy: This is a far more intimate event with fewer but more special cars and I find the location is just unparalleled—Villa d’Este is one of the greatest 
hotels on earth. Tip: George Clooney drops in so look out for him.” Cartier Concourse d’Elegance, India: “I haven’t been to this one but I’m told 

it’s one of the most beautiful events.” Rally of Nippon, Japan: “This is a drive that flags off from Kyoto with incredibly cool classic Rolls-Royce from 
1910-1940s travelling 1,000 kilometres to Tokyo.”  As told to RAJ ADITYA CHAUDHURI
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Momo (pictured) is a nine-year-old border collie who is constantly going on adventures 
with his father Andrew Knapp (@andrewknapp). He has most of North America covered 
and his travels have spawned a whole litter of travel books, thanks to his dad. His next 

vacation? A Eurotrip, of course. Aspen is a golden retriever who will put your travel photos 
to shame. Seriously, who can resist his cute puppy eyes? And he loves anything to do with 

water; whether it is a frozen lake or river, Aspen must indulge. You can follow him on his next 
holiday to Colorado @aspenthemountainpup. Bolt and Keel are two kitty brothers who have 
recently been on a 5,000km road trip across British Columbia. They love canoeing and hiking 

and have even been snowshoeing and kayaking. What are we doing with our lives? Follow 
their little pawmarks @boltandkeel. Chapati was adopted from the streets of India and this 

lucky pup has travelled with his parents to 13 countries in Asia and Europe including the 
Vatican. @travelingchapati will give you #vacaygoals. Christopher is a little piggy who loves 

two things–ice cream and to travel. Same! Follow him @christopher_the_pig

PET ENVY
These cute, furry guys on Instagram go on way more holidays than 

you and me. By Raj Aditya Chaudhuri

START THE NEW YEAR RIGHT
This January, resolve to kick off  your watch collection with these extraordinarily versatile pieces 

From left to right: Marine Équation Marchante 5887, Bregeut, from your yacht to the boardroom, without skipping a beat; Oyster Perpetual 
Sea-Dweller, Rolex, just as cool in a bar in Tokyo as it is in the depths of the Mariana Trench; L.U.C. GMT One, Chopard, in rose gold is equal parts 

dressy and casual cool; Overseas - Indian and Middle East Special Edition, Vacheron Constantin, because, bling bling!

MIND PALACES
For the fi rst time since his death two years 

ago, Congolese sculptor and artist Bodys Isek 
Kingelez’s incredible body of work is going 
on display at the Museum of Modern Art in 

New York City. Magical, futuristic, imaginary 
buildings and entire cityscapes, these models 

were constructed with the greatest level of 
detail, mostly using materials you can fi nd in 
any home. Growing up in rural Congo, the self 
taught artist eked out a living fi xing traditional 

artefacts in his village. The exhibition of 
his work (running till 21 October 2018) will 
showcase his growth from building single 

building models to entire metropolises.

WORD OF MOUTH
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JUMPING JACK FLASHES
Contain yourselves: Ethiopia’s street-smart kids 

are getting their skates on 

Back in the 1970s, maverick Californian skateboarders used empty 
swimming pools to break new jumps. Pools are in short supply in Addis Ababa, 
but its young crew has the hit-and-run rawness and purity of those Converse-

scuffing pioneers. A few years ago, a handful of plucky teens—inspired by 
visiting boarders and YouTube videos—began riding on the city’s old monuments 

and in a disused car park, sharing just five boards between them. They were 
spotted by LA-born Sean Stromsoe, who then co-founded Ethiopia Skate (www.

ethiopiaskate.org) and raised funds to build the country’s first skate park, which 
opened in 2016. Berlin-based photographer Daniel Reiter (www.danielreiter.de), 

a fan of the sport, has been documenting the growing scene with a series of 
exhibitions around Europe. “There’s one kid called Henok who’s the craziest and 
most talented,” he says. “If he sees an old shipping container, he’ll want to jump 
off it straight away.” Ethiopia Skate can also arrange local hook-ups for visiting 

skateboarders and informal tours of Addis Ababa for anyone interested in seeing 
another side of the city. RICK JORDAN

WORD OF MOUTH
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THE ROSEATE NEW DELHI 
This resort offers kids a healthy 
pizza-making class at its all-day 
diner, Kiyan, which follows a 
“farm to table” philosophy and 
sources produce from its own 
two-acre organic farm. (www.
roseatehotels.com)

ITC GRAND BHARAT, 
GURGAON Have a bored child 
who wants to take a swing at 
you? Point them in the direction 
of a golf ball instead. Kids as 
young as three can sign up for 
golf lessons at this 104-key 
property’s 27-hole Jack Nicklaus 

Signature golf course. Plus: 
there’s archery for young adults. 
(www.itchotels.in)

INTERCONTINENTAL 
CHENNAI MAHABALIPURAM 
RESORT Sure, there are the 
UNESCO World Heritage Site 
monuments to take your 
kids to, but an even more fun 
experience lies in the hotel’s 
behind-the-scenes tour of the 
Madras Crocodile Bank. It’s a 
monumental research centre 
that has helped bring back 
the Indian crocodile from near 
extinction. (www.ihg.com)

When travelling with kids, the question ‘how to keep them occupied?’ is one 
that haunts most parents. Thankfully, these hotels have you covered

NO CHILD’S PLAY

WORD OF MOUTH
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THE OBEROI, BENGALURU
Kids love getting their hands 
dirty, almost as much as their 
parents hate the clean-up after. 
So, why not let them make a 
mess in someone else’s kitchen 
for once? The hotel’s Junior 
Chefs program includes baking 
cookies, muffins and chocolates. 
By the end of it, at least dessert 
will be taken care. (www.
oberoihotels.com) 

SAMODE HAVELI, JAIPUR
Instead of being a couch 
potato tell your child to go fly 
a kite. No, we’re not kidding. 
The staff at this royal retreat 
teach their young guests the 
simple pleasure of flying a kite; 
a sport that many city kids are 
nowadays unfamiliar with. (www.
samode.com)

THE LALIT MANGAR, 
HARYANA Pottery is one of 
those skills that helps improve 
hand and eye coordination. 
And, sure, playing with clay, 
attempting to mould it on a 
moving wheel can be quite a lot 
of fun. So why not sign up with

the kids for a session with the 
hotel’s in-house potter! (www.
thelalit.com) 

THE LODHI, NEW DELHI For 
those so inclined, this landmark 
South Delhi hotel offers piano 
lessons. However, if  it is energy 
that needs spending then sign 
them up for tennis. (www.
thelodhi.com)

THE ST. REGIS MUMBAI Need 
to introduce the kids to a new 
cuisine? Get them to make 
dim sum, sushi or pasta with 
the chefs at the hotel’s Seven 
Kitchens all-day diner. Your little 
ones will be so kicked with the 
experience that getting them 
to eat what they’ve cooked 
will be a piece of cake. (www.
stregismumbai.com)

ANANDA IN THE HIMALAYAS
When you book yourself a 
programme at this wellness 
destination, be aware only your 
teens (14 and older) can go 
along. And what do you do with 
the ones that won’t step in the 
direction of the spa? Sign them 

up for the many treks the resort 
offers. Better still would be a 
visit to the Rajaji National Park, 
which is home to hundreds of 
elephants, and a round of white- 
water rafting on the Ganga. 
(www.anandaspa.com)

KARMA CHALETS GURGAON
This 280-acre retreat, 40km 
from Delhi, has its own herd 
of antelope, which have called 
these grounds home from well 
before man set foot here. The 
resort’s staff happily takes kids 
to sight the bovids. But if they 
choose to play hide-and-seek, 
you could head to the farm 
that’s part of the property. There, 
children can get a feel of the farm 
life and pet cows, goats, rabbits 
and other animals; your teens 
may even be able to learn how to 
milk a cow. Plus: the grounds are 
home to over 40 species of birds, 
which could result in a good 
game of bird-spotting. (www.
karmachalets.co.in) 

THE LEELA KOVALAM Lounge 
by the pool or at the beach 
and send the kids off to the 

property’s paper crafts class 
where the skilled staff will keep 
them occupied through the 
craft of origami. Of course, by 
the time they’re done, you’ll 
have more to deal with than just 
paper planes, but think about all 
the peace and quiet that comes 
before. (www.theleela.com)

VEDIC VILLAGE SPA RESORT, 
KOLKATA A wellness getaway, 
the resort offers a host of activities 
to keep your brood busy while 
you destress at the spa. Our pick 
would be a course in archery or a 
round of kayaking or both. (www.
thevedicvillage.com)

DON’T MISS: 
Are your kids interested 
in birding? Head to the 
Velavadar Black Buck 
National Park where a whole 
host of migratory birds—
pelicans, storks and raptors 
that prey on them—roost 
through winter. Stay at The 
Blackbuck Lodge (www.
theblackbucklodge.com; 
doubles from 13,500).

WORD OF MOUTH

52Condé Nast Traveller Dec-Jan 2017-18

Meditation at the pavilion 
at Ananda in the Himalayas. 
Left: white-water rafting
in Rishikesh
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Retreat to rejuvenate
Nirvana has never felt closer, when you arrive and experience 
the ultimate journey of wellness at Ananda in the Himalayas

Let’s face it. Most of us plan for 
indulgent holidays. Be it lazy 
summer months or festivity of the 

year end, we plan vacations focused 
on great food and drink, set against 
gorgeous locales. We have a great 
time, but more often than not come 
back exhausted, bloated and couple of 
kilos heavier. It’s time you considered 
wellness holidays, the perfect kind of 
investment for rejuvenating yourself 
and your family. 

Nestled in the foothills of the 
Himalayas, above the Rishikesh valley, 
Ananda in the Himalayas is a sanctuary 
of holistic wellness, helping wellness 
seekers fi nd that delicate balance of the 
mind, body and soul, something which 
our city lives have robbed us of.

On o� er are signature wellness 
programmes designed on traditional 
Ayurvedic and Hatha yoga principles, 
to help guests realize their health goals. 
Carefully developed after years of 
research to provide transformational 
results, they combine both Eastern 
and Western healing techniques; think 
aromatherapy in a touch control hydro-
bath tub, luxurious facial using amethyst 
crystals, Tibetan Ku Nye massage with 
blessed earth stones and the coveted 
four handed Ayurveda Abhyanga 
massage with customized ayurvedic oils.

Ananda’s signature Detox 
Programme improves circulation of 
lymphatic systems through full body 
Ayurveda and Aromatherapy, rests 
the digestive system with wholesome 



organic foods and a dosha based diet, 
fi lters toxins from the body. A complete 
cleanse which leaves you energized 
and kilos lighter!

To cleanse your body from within 
through holistic anti-ageing processes 
and beauty remedies opt for the 
Ananda Renew Programme. It 
increases circulation, tones muscle, 
lubricates tired joints, and nourishes 
the skin to make you look and feel 
years younger.

The fresh mountain air, calming water 
bodies and 100 acres of virgin forest 
just add to the experience, making your 
journey of wellness truly incomparable.

For more information visit 
www.anandaspa.com



Why mud? According to legend, centuries ago, an enemy tribe forced them to fl ee from their 
homes to the Asaro River, where they waited before they could escape. When they returned, 
they were covered in clay from the muddy banks of the river. Horrifi ed at the ghost-like 
appearance of the ‘Mudmen’, who were white from the dried clay, the enemy tribe ran away. 
The clothes: After this, rumours were spread that the Mudmen had special powers of river 
spirits. The village elders wanted to keep this notion intact, so they created a new battle dress 
code. The Mudmen were advised to not cover their faces with that clay, but they generously 
slapped it onto their bodies. They also donned mud masks (some legends say they were made 
of pebbles) decorated with wild pigs’ teeth and tusks. Can we meet them today? Yes! The 
Asaro Mudmen are a friendly lot who will welcome you into the village’s basic hilltop lodge, and 
happily perform their ceremonial dances and explain the tribe’s history and traditions. (www.
asaromudmen.com) PRIYANKA AGARWAL

Who: Asaro Mudmen. Where: 
Korekoreto, a village in the 

Eastern Highlands Province

JEWELS OF THE SEA
There’s a reason Robert Wan is called the Emperor of the 

Tahitian pearl. Set up in 1974, the brand farms 
pearls from the waters off  various islands in 

French Polynesia. Each one is more 
than 15mm in size, making for 
incredible statement necklaces and 
pendants. Robert Wan runs stores in 
French Polynesia and the Middle 

East, and even has a museum in Tahiti. (www.
robertwan.com)

MEET THE 
TRIBE

The Asaro Mudmen 
preparing for a 

ceremonial dance
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CHRISTMAS EVE DINNER
Have yourself a merry 
little Christmas Eve with a 
lavish buffet at The Dining 
Room. As musicians lift your 
Christmas spirit with your 
favourite festive melodies, 
dig into gourmet dishes and 
delicious Christmas desserts 
like flambéed plum cakes, 
Christmas puddings and 
marzipans, among others.
When: December 24, 2017 
Timing: 7pm to 11pm
Where: The Dining Room 

CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCH
This is Christmas season, so 
there isn’t any reason why we 
can’t continue feasting. That’s 
why the chefs at The Dining 
Room are cooking up a storm 
to serve you an elaborate 
lunch buffet. Accompanied 
by live music, it’s the perfect 
way to celebrate the day. Even 
better, there’s fun and games 
at Camp Hyatt for the kids. 
And who knows, Santa may 
just drop by to surprise you. 
When: December 25, 2017 
Timing: 1pm to 4pm 
Where: The Dining Room

NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY
Ring in 2018 with sparkle and 
shine as the resort brings 
you ‘Skyfall’—a New Year’s 
Eve party where a dramatic 
creation of celestial bodies 
will surround you and your 
loved ones. Enjoy a gala 
dinner, unlimited premium 
select beverages and a 
theatrical performance.  
When: December 31, 2017 
Timing: 8pm onwards (the 
show begins at 9pm)

WICKED LIQUID SUNDAY 
BRUNCH
The seven-hour Sunday 
brunch showcases over 20 
food and beverage stations 
with options like grilled 
prawns, crispy crackling pork, 
eggs benedict, handcrafted 
pizzas, kebabs, chocolate 
chilli cake, cake pops and 
everything sinful. The liquid 
menu is just as extensive. 
You can look forward to 50% 
off on treatments and salon 
services at the Shamana 
Spa, complimentary access 
to the fitness centre, sailing 
with certified instructors at 

Aquasail Sailing centre and 
much, much more. 
When: Every Sunday
Timing: 9am to 4pm 

SEAFOOD NIGHT MARKET
If you can’t seem to 
get enough of seafood, 
walk over to the Palace 
Lawns and indulge in a 
variety of fresh seafood 
at the weekly Seafood 
Night Market. You can 
even browse through the 
stalls showcasing several 
artefacts, jewellery and 
handicraft. All you have 
to do is wander around, 
point and pick.
When: Every Saturday 
(December and January) 
Timing: 7pm to 11pm 

’Tis the season to rejoice and Grand Hyatt Goa is all set to take your 
end-of-year celebrations to the next level of spectacular. And here’s 
what’s in store for you: 

Festive Indulgences

MORE REASONS TO 
STAY AT GRAND HYATT 
GOA THIS SEASON
1. Moonlight picnics
2. Fishing in twilight
3. Campfire marshmallows 
4. Fondue evenings
5. Happy hours 
6. High teas
7. Asian Wok evenings

For reservations and 
more information, call 
+91 832 301 1110 / 301 1510 or 
visit www.goa.grand.hyatt.com



PINK & PROUD

Clockwise from top left: Café Cancan, Toronto
Pastel pink walls and wallpaper play well against 
shades of cool mint and rich teal in this French bistro 
designed to feel like a decadent macaron; June’s 
All Day, Austin This casual all-day café and wine bar 
balances its pale pink walls and ceiling with a graphic 
checkerboard floor; Pietro Nolita, New York City From 
the walls to the chairs to the plates to the bathroom 
tiles, this Italian restaurant is unashamedly, 
unabashedly all-out pink; Nanan Patisserie, Wroclaw
Pink seems particularly fitting for a patisserie, and 
this Polish spot embraces the concept with plush 
velvet walls in a dusty rose hue; The Gallery at Sketch, 
London Save for the chevron floor and monochrome 
wall art, everything in this popular London brasserie 
is rose gold and cotton candy pink.

The millennial hue is the flavour of 
the season. By PAHUL BAINS

Ever thought Westminster Abbey would look amazing covered in 

technicolour lights? The second Lumiere London (18-21 January 

2018) has you covered: buildings around the city will be adorned in  

bright light installations by 40 artists from around the world. 

NEW LIGHT

WORD OF MOUTH
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AFTER PARTY YOGA
So you’re all partied out from New Year’s and need to find a way to calm your 
nerves and start the year on a more zen note. But you can’t get the bangin’ 
party tunes out of your head. Well now, there is a way you can transition 
smoothly from the nightclub. INSCAPE (https://inscape.life) in midtown 
Manhattan offers an immersive and guided meditation experience using 
sound and light at their studio (pictured). Sessions are designed to help you 
meditate deeply, relax and sleep better. They even have an app that you can 
use to get a similar experience at home. 





As The Park, Kolkata turns 50, 
celebrity chef Shaun Kenworthy 
reminisces about what the hotel 
has meant to the city and him

PARTY 
IN THE 
PARK

I 
first arrived at The Park one October 
evening, in 2001. Hot and sticky, in 
the back of a yellow cab, I somehow 
made it through the chaos, the haze 

of sounds, sights, smells of Nabami, 
the ninth day of Durga Puja. And I fell 
instantly in love—with the city and hotel.  

As executive chef, my first task at The 
Park was to turn the hotel’s coffee shop 
into what was to become The Atrium 
Café, an all-day diner that served fare 
considered quite modern for its day. To 
my utmost joy, it went on to become a 
success, further cementing the hotel’s 
position as the party spot in Kolkata. “I 
miss Atrium,” says designer Navonil Das 
(of Dev r Nil fame), of the dining spot that 
has since shut. “People these days can’t 
even imagine how long we partied every 
weekend—from late evening to early 
morning. We would start at Someplace 
Else [the lounge bar], then move on to 
Tantra [the nightclub] and finally breakfast 
at Atrium before staggering home.” 
Atrium became that sort of spot, where at 
5.30am on a weekend, you couldn’t find 
an empty table! But that, too, had a lot to 
do with The Park, what it was to the city.

Today, the Apeejay Surrendra Park 
Hotels Group has 15 hotels across India, 
but this 1967 property was the first. Over 
the years, it became the epicentre of 
entertainment in Kolkata and pretty 
much every event of note took place 
here. “I remember, when Someplace Else 
started,” says musician Bickram Ghosh, 
“Kolkata had already had a history of 
Western music. But this place really 
revived that and promoted a whole new 
genre of music and collaborations.” 

The members-only Bodhi bar in 
Tantra always had the ‘it’ crowd and 
their guests visiting from across the 
country—socialites, industrialists, 
fashion designers and Bollywood actors. 
People would be willing to do practically 
anything to get invited. The Park was 
where I truly met the whole city and 
the whole city met me. And fortunately 
for me, this is also where I met my wife, 
Pinky, who was then a model.

Recently, as we prepared to head back 
to The Park to celebrate 50 years of the 
hotel, Pinky told me, “Koena Mitra, Celina 
Jaitly, Bipasha Basu and I were at The 
Park almost every day—to work and to 
party. I feel as though I grew up in Tantra 
and spent afternoons in between shoots 
and rehearsals drinking black coffee at 
Atrium.” “I launched my fashion label 
here,” reveals designer Abhishek Dutta, 
“and have done fashion shows, over 
the years, in pretty much every corner 
of this property, from the ballrooms 
to the bars—Tantra, Roxy and Aqua.” 
Other regulars, too, have memories 
attached to this grand hotel. “About 25 
years ago, there was a restaurant called 
Park 007 and it was here that I had my 
very first drink,” says actor and movie 
director Arindam Sil. Author and cricket 
commentator Kishore Bhimani perhaps 
best sums up what the hotel means 
to our city, and to its citizens: “When 
it all began, Surrendra Paul [then the 
chairman of the group] came up with  
one great slogan, “Have your next  
affair here”, which he pasted all over 
Kolkata. The Park has been rocking  
the city ever since”. 
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From top: the hotel’s exterior from the 1970s; Raj 
Kapoor, Ravi Shastri, Jesse Randhawa, Deepika 
Padukone, Amanpreet Wahi and Ritu Kumar 
have all visited the hotel over the years
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There’s something about the view 
from a window seat that makes 
your heart soar. The wind in your 

hair, the road blurring under the wheel, 
the ever-changing horizon, the varied 
colours of the sky and the song playing 
in your car. With every velvety road trip, 
you breathe life into your soul and detox 
it too. No wonder Indian travellers have 
been spending their long weekends 
following the path to rejuvenation—one 
that’s abetted by ulta-smooth drives.

If you want to experience 
a place, start by treading on 
its soil. Detox yourself at the 
beachfronts, admire the rustic 
landscapes, and breathe in 
the nippy mountain air—this 
time with an ultra-smooth 
drive in God’s own country. 
So rev your engine, detoxify it 
with Gulf Ultrasynth X and 
let the world glide by

Smooth 
Weekend 
Road Trips

One such path begins in the capital 
city of Kerala—Thiruvananthapuram. 
Built on seven hills, this urban culture 
hub of South India is also home to the 
most richest shrine in the world—the 
Padmanabhaswamy temple. And that’s 
where your journey begins. Crafted to 
fuse the indigenous Keralan architecture 
with the glorious Dravidian design 
constructions, the structure is nothing 
less than a marvel. One look at it and 
you’ll fi nd yourself strolling through 

PRESENTS



CAR ESSENTIALS FOR 
ROAD TRIPS

•Cellphone and car chargers to  
  recharge your batteries on the go
•A first-aid kit to keep your safety 
  in check
•A fleece blanket to keep you warm  
  and snug
•Gulf Oil’s Clutch Fluid Max and 
  Brake Fluid Dot 3 for smooth climbs
•A Gulf synthetic car engine oil,  
  specific to your vehicle
•A great playlist to match your mood

the pages of extant Hindu texts like 
Mahabharata and Brahma Purana, where 
the shrine has left its literary footprint. 
And after being surrounded by the quaint 
mythology of South India, you fi nd it’s 
time to hit the accelerator once again. 
Next stop: Kochi. A panoramic six-hour 
drive from the temple is the ‘Queen of the 
Arabian Sea’—an heirloom from colonial 
India. Whether it is boarding a fi shing boat 
or pulling out the Chinese fi shing nets to 
watch the locals celebrate the catch of 
the day, this tourist attraction has its own 
unique charm. All in all, this stretch of 
calm along the coast is sure to show you 
a good time. 

Awe-inspired by an ocean-full of 
experiences, you steer the wheel 
towards your next destination: Periyar 
Tiger Reserve. Under the canopy of 
transpiring trees and amidst the silent 
chaos of wildlife you experience the 
thrill of spotting the big cats. The forests 
speak a language of their own but with 
every step you start comprehending the 
tranquil sights and sounds that surround 
you. In turn, refuelling your mind with an 
electrifying experience.

You fi nally end your trip on a high as 
you scale new heights to reach Munnar, 
just a three-and-a-half-hour drive from 
the tiger reserve. As you twirl upwards, an 
expanse of sloping tea estates welcome 
you to their kingdom. The climb is a 
tedious one. While you might be prone 
to mountain sickness, your car could be 
subjected to the treacherous pressures 
of an incline. But there’s a cure for 

everything. All you need to do is pop a pill 
to prevent the sickness and power your 
engine with Gulf Oil. Pro tip: Choose Gulf 
Ultrasynth X. Its detoxifi ers keep your 
engines highly responsive. Just to ensure 
that your drives are as smooth as they 
are beautiful. So the next time you have 
a long weekend, hit the road, fl ow with it 
and fi nd your heart go places. After all, 
these long drives are the shortest route to 
achieving nirvana.



ARCTIC YOGA ON ICE
Broga, voga even doga (yes, bring-your-

dog-to-yoga)... Just when you thought yoga 
couldn’t get more bonkers, the coolest 

hybrid arrives. Now, intrepid devotees can 
salute the sun on the frozen Byske River in 

Swedish Lapland, with Active North Camp’s 
series of Arctic sessions and retreats. The 
chilly temperature makes the body work 

harder to stay warm, and releases additional 
endorphins. (www.activenorth.se)

DRUMMING WITH WEIGHTS
Few of us will ever be able to pull off an epic 

drum solo in the style of Led Zeppelin’s John 
Bonham. Now, even the most musically 
challenged can rock out a rendition, of 

sorts, while packing in a workout. Pound 
classes—where participants air drum to 

classic hits using weighted drumsticks—is 
an energising cardio drill in which 15,000 

strikes can be racked up in a session. 
Classes can be found around the UK, USA 
and Europe, and will soon launch in South 

Africa and India. (www.poundfit.com)

BUNGEE DANCING
The class that everyone from London 
to Bangkok is talking about is bungee-

assisted dance. But this doesn’t involve 
throwing yourself off a crane while jiving: 
it’s a fun blend of dance and acrobatics. A 
harness attached at the hip allows Peter 

Pan-style leaps through the air, which, 
when combined with a mash-up of dance 
moves, gives a great core workout. (www.
wiredaerialtheatre.com; upswing.org.uk; 
facebook.com/StoriesToTalesTheatre)

EXTREME WORKOUTS

THE FEEL-GOOD KICKS 
WORD OF MOUTH

64Condé Nast Traveller Dec-Jan 2017-18

P
H

O
TO

G
R

A
P

H
: S

TE
P

H
A

N
E

 G
A

U
TR

O
N

N
E

A
U



Surrounded by princely peacocks. 
Enchanted by the magical Mughal 
gardens. And charmed by the 

embellished colonnades. A stay at Taj Jai 
Mahal Palace opens up a window into the 
noble past of Jaipur, keeping a long-gone 
era alive within its stately walls. Once home 
to the Prime Minister of the state of Jaipur, 
this heritage palace has been thoughtfully 
restored to grasp onto its historic past. 
Recently refurbished to ensure that its 
patrons get a taste of the royal lifestyle, 
the hotel is abetted with the warmth of the 
iconic hospitality of the Taj group of hotels.

While the Natani-ka-Bagh at the palace 
was originally the garden house of the 18th 
century Rajput chieftain, 124 years later it 
rose to fame as a monument frequented 
by art patrons and historians alike. 100 
tastefully done regal rooms—including six 
suites add to the comforts of this palatial 
retreat juxtaposed with pavilions that are 
pretty as a picture in the backdrop of an 
18-acre landscape of gardens. The fl ow of 
water channels, blossoming fl ower beds 
and tranquil ponds interlaced with stone 
pathways makes every stroll in the property 
a lasting memory. Furnished with colonial-
style furniture, miniature paintings, silks, 
sheer curtains and en suite bathrooms, the 
rooms have an old-world charm together 
with modern amenities. These include a tea 

Stride into the year 1745 by 
taking a step into Taj Jai Mahal 
Palace—a heritage site that’ll 
allow you to sink into the luxuries 
of Jaipur’s erstwhile royalties

A palatial
escape

and co� ee maker, minibar, safe, Wi-Fi 
connectivity and more. Adding to the 
comforts are the exotic treatments at the 
celebrated Jiva Spa that must not be missed.

Dining at the palace is a whole new 
experience altogether. A plethora of culinary 
fares await for you to explore. Cinnamon, the 
traditional Indian cuisine fl irts with spices 
and fl avours while Giardino specialises in 
Italian fi ne-dining. And if you’re looking to 
sip on some cocktails or indulge in cuban 
cigars, make your way to the Marigold Bar. 
Also, dessert lovers can dig into the treats 
at La Patisserie. Besides having sprawling 
business suites and conference rooms, the 
lavish premises have witnessed one too 
many remarkable weddings. No wonder the 
sandstone palace has found a place in the 
top 10 luxury hotels in India. So if you plan to 
explore the pink city the royal way, be sure to 
start with Taj Jai Mahal Palace.

For more information, call +91-0141-6601111, 
email jaimahal.jaipur@tajhotels.com or visit 
www.tajhotels.com



SUNSET TOWER HOTEL,  
LOS ANGELES

The 15-storey Art Deco landmark in West Hollywood is a 
skyscraper by LA standards, so if you’re staying in one of 

the eight suites with private patios, order room service and 
have it set up outside for an IMAX-like view of the downtown 

skyline all the way to Beverly Hills. The menu is appropriately 
stocked with iconic Americana—eggs any style, sausage, 

crispy fi ngerlings—as well as, of course, fresh-pressed juices 
like Skin Glow (pineapple, mango, spinach, fl axseed) and avo 
toast. You could also do breakfast at the Tower Bar’s poolside 

terrace, where every actor-turned-producer is huddled over an 
egg-white scramble, whispering about their next big project. 

ANDREA WHITTLE
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ANTARCTICA With not a speck 
of city light to interfere, the dark 
winter months in Antarctica 
offer a dazzling sky show. The 
temperature is mind-numbingly 
low, but take our advice and 
book a cruise in March: the 
lights are still around and it’s 
safe enough to travel.

SOUTH GEORGIA ISLAND
This island is almost 3,220km 
from Argentina, and among the 
southernmost islands in the 
world. More than half of its tiny 
area is permanently covered in 
ice. But luckily, in March, several 
cruises offer tours for the 
nighttime light show.

FALKLAND ISLANDS At 
this small group of islands, 
almost 400 miles off the 
South American mainland, a 
permanent monitoring system 
for the Southern Lights was 

established in 2010. Three 
scheduled flights ply every 
week—two from Oxfordshire in 
England and one from Punta 
Arenas in Chile.

STEWART ISLAND, NEW 
ZEALAND A short ferry ride 
from the town of Bluff on South 
Island takes you to Stewart 
Island, which is home to Rakiura 
National Park. In Maori, the 
name translates to ‘the land of 
the glowing skies’. Need we  
say more? 

USHUAIA, ARGENTINA
Among the most accessible 
places to view the lights is 
Ushuaia, the southernmost city 
in the world. It is closer to the 
South Pole than South Georgia 
Island and Stewart Island. The 
only spoiler is that there is a 
chance the hovering rain clouds 
can rain on your parade.

LAKE TEKAPO, NEW 
ZEALAND The turquoise lake 
in the Mackenzie Basin, part 
of a UNESCO-designated Dark 
Sky Reserve, makes for an 
ideal spot to view the aurora 
australis and their reflection 
in the water. And right In the 
vicinity, the south-facing Mount 
John Observatory—perched on 
a mountain—is also an excellent 
vantage point to watch this 
dazzling show.

AORAKI/MOUNT COOK 
NATIONAL PARK, NEW 
ZEALAND The country’s 
famous mountaineer Sir 
Edmund Hillary frequented this 
park to practice his climbing 
skills. And Mount Cook, the 
tallest peak in New Zealand, 
was actually his training ground 
for his eventual summiting 
of Everest. That the area also 
offers stunning views of the 

Southern Lights in the dark 
winter months is only one  
more advantage.

THE CATLINS, NEW 
ZEALAND Nestled in a corner 
of South Island, this sparsely 
populated area has dense 
rainforests and a rugged coast. 
With not much city light to 
interfere, this remote part of the 
mainland is another great place 
to see the neon green sky.

TASMANIA, AUSTRALIA
Well connected to Melbourne, 
Sydney and Brisbane through 
daily flights, Tasmania is 
perhaps the most accessible 
of all places to see the lights. 
The best time to visit is winter 
(between June and August), 
when the air is crisp, the 
landscape looks pristine and 
Tasmanian whiskey tastes 
better than ever. 

WHERE TO SEE 
THE SOUTHERN LIGHTS
Sushant Kumar lists the best spots in the region to watch this great gig in the sky

WORD OF MOUTH
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“In Paris, you don’t see 
the same fl owers at the 
Ritz as you do at the 
George V, and that’s the 
way it should be,” says Je�  
Leatham, artistic director 
of the Four Seasons Hotel 
George V and probably the 
world’s foremost petal-
pusher. High-end 
properties 
are working 
harder than ever 
to di� erentiate 
themselves from 
one another, and new 
bouquet boutiques, tulip 
gardens, and ikebana 
classes like these are 
how they’re doing it. 
By CHANTEL TATTOLI

1. HOSHINOYA KYOTO
While ikebana is popular 
across Japan, this ryokan-
inspired resort is one 
of the few places where 
visitors to the country can 
engage in the art of fl ower 
arranging with a true pro. 
Private 90-minute lessons 
with Ryuho Sasaoka, 
who began studying 
with his ikebana-master 
grandfather at the age of 
three and is now the head 
of Kyoto’s century-old 
Mishoryu-Sasaoka School, 
are available. (www.
hoshinoresorts.com)

2. CONSERVATORIUM
The Amsterdam hotel 
harvested a courtyard 
with nearly 2,500 
orange blooms for the 
Netherlands’ annual 
Tulip Festival this year. 
The event sees a parade 
of fl oats, decorated with 
the iconic fl owers, travel 
from Noordwijk up to 
Haarlem, just outside 
the capital. (www.
conservatoriumhotel.com)

3. HOTEL DE RUSSIE & 
HOTEL SAVOY
Dutch modernists Sebastian 
Bierings and Frank uit het 
Broek (whose client list 
includes Bulgari, their country’s 
embassy in Rome and even 
Lady Gaga) handle fl oral décor 
in the lobbies, suites, hallways 
and restaurants of these Rocco 
Forte hotels in Italy. They’ll also 
craft whimsical arrangements 
for guests upon request. (www.
roccofortehotels)

4.  GRAVETYE MANOR
This 16th-century Sussex 
estate, now a 17-room 
hotel, was once the home 

of revolutionary gardener 
William Robinson. He is 
the one who developed the 
concept of English-style ‘wild’ 
gardens in contrast to formal 
French jardins. Today, a fl orist 
snips roses and nasturtiums 
every day to replenish vases 
throughout  the property. (www.
gravetyemanor.co.uk)

5. THE MARK
House fl orist Sibel 

Mermelste brings in 
gorgeous blooms all 
the way from Ecuador 

and France for the 
Manhattan hotel’s kerbside 
cart that’s basically like 
your neighbourhood fl ower 
bodega turned luxe. (www.
themarkhotel.com)

6. HOTEL D’ANGLETERRE
Last August, this Copenhagen 
grande dame launched 
Creations, an in-house fl oral 
atelier, under the direction 
of Dane Alan Evenson, 
who previously worked on 
state banquets for Queen 
Margrethe II. Now, it can send 
those eyepoppingly colourful 
bouquets of orchids and 
roses to guest rooms. (www.
dangleterrehotel.com) 

HOTELS 
IN FULL 
BLOOM
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THE GARDEN RESTAURANT 
AT AJIT BHAWAN PALACE

Ensconced in history, hidden away from 
the crowd and replete with luxury—the 
Ajit Bhawan Palace in Jodhpur spells 
the lush elegance that was the hallmark 
of the kings and queens who once 

STEPWELL DINNER AT 
RAWLA NARLAI  

If you’re looking to escape to 
a secluded paradise far from 
overcrowded cities, then Rawla 
Narlai has everything you could wish 
for. Located in the village of Narlai 
in Rajasthan, the spectacular sun-
drenched landscape is matched only 
by the heritage resort. It’s a must-have, 
once-in-a-lifetime experience that is 
enhanced by a unique Stepwell Dinner. 
The 16th-century baori (step well) of 
Rawla Narlai is the best backdrop to 
truly get a taste of Rajasthani royal 
hospitality. The staff ensures you 
get into the mood of things with 
a bullock cart transport arranged to 
take you to your dinner destination. 
The beautifully illuminated baori
makes a picturesque venue for a 
memorable and elaborately prepared 
culinary trip. And if that isn’t enough, 

Feast Fit for Royalty
It’s a royal trip like you have never experienced. The Ajit Group of Hotels ensures you get 
to enjoy the gamut of Rajasthani flavours in a royally extravagant set-up at two culinary 

experiences at two of its properties—Ajit Bhawan Palace and Rawla Narlai

For more information, 
visit www.ajitbhawan.com or 
email gm@ajitbhawan.com

inhabited the palace. On your stay 
here, you get to live like royalty—and 
feast the way they did. While you have 
several dining options, head to the 
heritage hotel’s Garden Restaurant for 
a truly extravagant dining experience 
that seamlessly recreates a royal past. 
It even offers a tailor-made ambience. 

So, whether it’s a romantic candle-
lit dinner or a sumptuous meal with 
the family, the Garden Restaurant 
will ensure that the setting enhances 
the mood of the evening. At this 
open-air restaurant you get to enjoy 
a multi-cuisine meal or a barbeque 
dinner under a canopy of stars—all to 
the mellifluous tunes of live musical 
performances. 

the local singer will serenade you 
with folk songs so that you’re fully 
immersed in the moment.



TIMELESS ANDAZ

Immerse yourself in visual narratives that tell the story of Delhi through 

evolving art pieces. Ignite your imagination over an inspiring stay at 

Andaz Delhi, the new luxury lifestyle hotel by Hyatt.

TO BOOK CALL 1800 233 1234 OR VISIT ANDAZDELHI.COM

ANDAZ DELHI // AEROCITY // NEW DELHI-37 // INDIA

The tra
demarks 

Andaz and related marks 
are tra

demarks 
of Hyatt C

orporation. ©
 2017 Hyatt C

orporation. All rig
hts re

served.

TO BOOK CALL 1800 122 1234 OR VISIT ANDAZDELHI.COM

ANDAZ DELHI // AEROCITY // NEW DELHI-110037

INTERESTING PEOPLE
PLACESARE DRAWN TO INTERESTING

Experience a seamless stay interwoven with the local culture at Andaz Delhi, a luxury 
lifestyle hotel by Hyatt.

the city that you will always remember.



/ TheHongKongClub | thehongkongclub.in

ROAMED AROUND THE CITY ALL NIGHT
IT WAS ALL A DAZE, BUT WE DIDN’T MISS A SIGHT.
One more time at The Hong Kong Club.

Andaz Delhi (A Concept by Hyatt), Aerocity, New Delhi.
Telephone: +91 11 4903 1234



British Airways is getting together with luxury linen 
brand The White Company to tuck its Club World 
customers in a cocoon of comfort. Think feather-soft 
pillows, luxuriant woven blankets with satin trim and 
duvets so comfortable you won’t want your fl ight to 
end. The amenity kit gets an upgrade as well. The new 
pouch has goodies from the The White Company’s 
‘Restore and Relax Spa Collection’. To begin with, this 
will only be available on the London Heathrow-New York 
JFK route, but plans are in place to roll this out on other 
long haul BA fl ights as well. 

NH7 BACARDI 
WEEKENDER is in its 
eighth year and this 
time’s line-up includes 
American ambient 
pop band Cigarettes 
After Sex, fi lmmaker 
and musician Vishal 
Bhardwaj’s fi rst live 
performance and 
comedy act Biswa 
Kalyan Rath. When: 8-10 
December Where: Pune

The three-day musical 
carnival at Rajasthan’s 
Alsisar Palace that is 
MAGNETIC FIELDS is 
drawing the likes of 
electronica DJ Daphni,  
Swiss producer Sassy J 
and Hindustani vocalist 
Priya Purushothaman.
When: 15-17 December 
Where: Alsisar

ENCHANTED VALLEY 
CARNIVAL Armin van 
Buuren, Arijit Singh, 
Nucleya – this is going 

to be a party and a half. 
The venue is Bombay 
Exhibition Center NESCO 
in Mumbai. Dates: 
December 16 and 17

Three-day, multi-genre 
TIME OUT 72 will see hip 
hop icon Wiz Khalifa spit 
rhymes alongside RnB 
crooner Jason Derulo 
and DJ Martin Garrix. 
When: 27-29 December
Where: Vagator 

Martin Garrix will  be 
making an appearance 
at SUNBURN. Also watch 
out for DJ Snake. 
When: 28-31 December 
Where: Pune

THE 10TH 
INTERNATIONAL 
THEATRE FESTIVAL OF 
KERALA‘s focus this time 
is works by groups on 
the fringe of mainstream 
culture. When: 20-29 
January Where: Thrissur 

In January, head to the 
magical Diggi Palace for 
the JAIPUR LITERATURE 
FESTIVAL. When: 24-29 
January Where: Jaipur

Wine and music 
enthusiasts head to 
the 11th SULA FEST. 
The view of the vineyard 
is a defi nite winner. 
When: 3-4 February 
Where: Nashik

VH1 SUPERSONIC’s 
line up includes 
electronic artist Major 
Lazer and English indie 
rock band  ALT-J. We 
are sold!
When: 9-11 February 
Where: Pune

Get your fi x of the 
best contemporary art 
in the country at the 10th
INDIA ART FAIR When: 
9-12 February Where: 
New Delhi 
SIMRAN SHROFF

Beyoncé’s a fan of  the mini studded 

bags  by OKHTEIN, a 
hyperlocal brand by sisters Aya and 
Mounaz Abdelraou. Get one of 
these purses inspired by the  
architecture  of Egypt, their 
homeland. (`37,230)

SLEEP WELL

#MUSTGOTO
WORD OF MOUTH
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Plan your trip around India’s most happening festivals this season





I
nstead of heading to Goa’s sun-kissed 
beaches for your winter break, try skiing. 
Or snowboarding. Or sledding. And no, 
we don’t mean the Alps—just head to 

India’s very own alpine paradise (with better 
food). The brainchild of Umar Tramboo, The 
Khyber Himalayan Resort & Spa in Gulmarg 
is a luxury resort designed with winter sports 
in mind. “Some of my fondest childhood 
memories are of skiing down Apharwat 
Peak with my cousins,” he says. He set up 
the resort so others could enjoy the place 
that’s so dear to him. The property o� ers 
Ski Packages and has a dedicated activities 
concierge. Tramboo’s own advice? “‘Thandi 
Sadak, Kacha Road’ for leopard spotting 
and o� beat ski runs. My favourite is a spot 
down Apharwat Peak with an amazing sunset 
view.”(www.khyberhotels.com; doubles from 

16,500 for the Ski Package) 

THE WEIRDEST THINGS LEFT ON PLANES

T
he Unclaimed Baggage Centre in 
Scottsboro, Alabama, is a 40,000sq ft 
warehouse designed like a department 
store, where you can browse and buy 

thousands of items that passengers have forgotten 
in seat-back pockets or that airlines failed to reunite 
with their owners. “We get a lot of tablets and 
e-readers,” says spokeswoman Brenda Cantrell, 
who’s been working there for 19 years, “but you 
just never know what you’ll fi nd: shrunken heads, a 
40ct emerald, African tribal kinds of things. I don’t 
get surprised by what arrives anymore, but I’m sure 
lots of people would.” 

- A Rolex valued at US$64,000
- A puppet from Jim Henson’s movie, Labyrinth
- A West Point military school uniform 
from the 1930s
- Neil Diamond’s xylophone
- A full-size headstone
- A functional 14ft-long rocket
- A coin purse made from an actual frog 
- Versace runway samples
- Multiple Vera Wang wedding dresses
- A stylist’s bag fi lled with clothes 
worn by Rihanna 

WORD OF MOUTH
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 REST,
RELAXATION & 

ROMANCE
At Sri Lanka’s Weligama Bay 

Marriott Resort & Spa, R&R finds 
a new meaning—one that’s 

dowsed in love
N

othing comes close to a beach holiday when you’re in the 
mood for romance. It is here that even nature mimics the 
togetherness of two souls—the sea breeze whispers a 
song; the waves reciprocate with a dance. So, whether it’s 

a destination wedding, a honeymoon, renewal of vows, or a relaxed 
retreat for two, there’s no setting as idyllic as this to celebrate your love.

In Sri Lanka’s southern town of Weligama, a new beachfront resort 
acts as the definitive destination that takes care of it all. At Weligama 
Bay Marriott Resort & Spa, time stands still to ensure that you and 
your partner enjoy moments of togetherness, away from the stresses 
of city life. With the rustle of palm trees and chirp of gulls as the 
soundtrack to your dream sequence, this is the only tranquil escape 
you need—to spark a new romance or rekindle the old. 



Clockwise from top: a 
couple enjoying a 
candlelight dinner on the 
beach; a couple taking a 
morning stroll on the 
sand; interiors of Quan 
Spa; a sta�  member 
preparing for a treatment. 
Opposite page: view from 
Tides lounge. Previous 
page: view from the rooms 
at Weligama Bay Marriott 
Resort & Spa

WHEN IN LOVE…
Tiptoe on the sun-kissed sand and dance under 
the clear blue sky. The best part: Weligama Bay 
Marriott Resort & Spa gives you direct access to 
the pristine, sandy beach where you can sit back 
and relax all day. As the sun soars high in the sky, 
play beach volleyball, go whale-watching, sign up 
for a surfi ng lesson with your partner, or explore 
the quaint neighbourhood of Galle Fort in the 
vicinity. And when it melts into the horizon, enjoy 
a dreamy candlelight dinner by the beach in the 
company of lanterns, torches and of course, the 
magical moonlight. These romantic experiences, 
along with many other adventure escapades, can 
be arranged by Marriott’s resourceful concierge 
service on request, so make sure to reach out to 
them for your bespoke Lankan itinerary.

The resort’s scenic location also makes it ideal 
for destination weddings. A host of options—lush 
outdoor lawns, open-air terraces, spacious 
banquet spaces—mean that you have a venue 
to suit every wedding ceremony. And yes, you 
wouldn’t be the one taking the pressure on your 
big day. The resort’s experienced events personnel 
turn it into a seamless a� air, allowing you to make 
memories of a lifetime. 

TREAT YOURSELF
Take your woes along when you walk into 
Marriott’s signature Quan Spa at the property; 
you’re only going to walk out refreshed and 
rejuvenated. Book a calming couple’s treatment 
based on the fi ve elements of nature, or opt for 
one with a local touch—Ceylon tea, aloe vera, and 
more. This philosophy of being local also extends 
to the oils used at Quan, which are 100% natural 
and made in Sri Lanka. After all, here too, you can 
be sure to soak in the best of the destination, just 
like every other corner of the resort.

If a workout is what cools you down, head to 
the in-house gym next door. Better still, it remains 
open 24X7 so there’s no excuse for you to not 
keep up with your fi tness routine. From there, 
make your way to the pool for some quiet respite. 
In this case, there are three—which overlook 
the lawns and open to the beach. Go for a swim 
in the lap pool, lounge in the plunge pool, and 
watch the kids make a splash in the third one 
that comes with a slide of its own. While you laze 
on the sunbeds with a book in hand, you realise 
this, indeed, is the pause in your routine you’d 
been craving for. On that note, order a round of 
drinks from the adjoining Surf’s Up pool bar and 
clink your glasses to the good times. When in 
doubt, remember you can never go wrong with 
the refreshing king coconut water or the local Lion 
beer from the menu. 





SUITE 
INDULGENCE
Pamper your partner by checking in to one of 
the ten spacious, contemporary suites. Each of 
these spoil you with world-class comforts and 
come with the mark of undisputed luxury—a 
balcony to view the bluest blues of the ocean 
and either tips of the bay. As a matter of fact, 
each of the 188 rooms, too, sport this feature, 
which is roomy enough for you to enjoy your 
morning cuppa together, while gazing at 
the many surfers at the sea. Simply put, the 
perfect #BreakfastWithAView moment.

The distinctive local element to spot in the 
rooms are the wooden artworks on the walls, 
which derive inspiration from the intricate 
patterns of Beeralu, a traditional lace making 
craft practiced by the women of Sri Lanka’s 
southern coast. Much like the sunny smiles of 
the staff that greet you with ‘Ayubowan’— a 
Sinhalese phrase that wishes you longevity of 
life, this hint of the homegrown, too, gives you a 
sense of freshness in the space.

For a romantic escape, yes, you’ll need to go 
far, cross the seas and tuck yourself away from 
the city, but in turn, the effort works its wonders. 
It brings you closer to the one you love. 



Clockwise from top: an egg 
hopper; chef Migel at The 
Big Fish; a couple having 
a relaxed day at the 
beach; refreshing drinks 
at Surf’s Up pool bar. 
Opposite page: interiors of 
the presidential suite

FOOD FOR 
THOUGHT
Every night on a romantic holiday calls for a 
date night. And while you’re in Weligama, a 
dinner at The Big Fish, the resort’s specialty 
seafood restaurant, lends the environment 
for the perfect kind. The restaurant is 
intimate and social in equal measure, and 
allows you to pick the backdrop of your 
choice—be it the cosy interiors or the breezy 
balcony. At fi rst, kick start the night at the 
bubbly bar with your partner; thereafter, 
glide to your table where the innovative 
menu awaits your arrival.

It’s best if you let chef Migel, who 
hails from Portugal and is the star of this 
restaurant, take you through the o� erings. 
His menu features an interesting mix of 
Portuguese and Sri Lankan cuisines—think 
tuna salad served with poppadom and 
aromatic seafood rice with a dash of sambol. 
Apart from the fusion fare, what piques the 
eye is the open market at the centre of the 
restaurant, where you can select your own 
catch with the chef, and get it grilled on the 
lava rocks.

A trip to the island is incomplete without 
feasting your tastebuds with authentic Sri 
Lankan fare, which is why you must stop 
by at the resort’s all-day dining restaurant, 
Weligama Kitchen. The menu includes rich 
curries such as the malu mirisata (fi sh curry) 
and kukul mas wyanjana (chicken curry), 
which when paired with string hoppers or 
red rice become your go-to comfort food 
during the stay. To top it o� , the live action 
stations also dish out everything from piping 
hot pizzas to soupy ramen noodles. How to 
best enjoy the meal here, you ask? In the 
airy outdoor seating section, overlooking the 
expansive pool area. 

Also, in case you’re ever missing your 
neighbourhood city café, Mirissa Baking 
Company keeps you covered with the perfect 
blend of co� ee (or Ceylon Tea, since you’re in 
Sri Lanka) along with a selection of savoury 
and sweet nibbles.

For bookings, log on to weligamamarriott.com 
or call +94-41-4600100

Book now to avail the Suite Indulgence 
o� er: sunset tour to Galle, 60-minute 
couples massage, signature dinner at 
The Big Fish, accommodation in Luxe 
Ocean Suite, and much more. USD 
490+ onwards; valid till 31 March 2018. 
Terms and condition apply



B
usiness travellers are a jaded lot. 
They go from one functional hotel 
to another, often nothing to write 
home about. And if they happen to 

be visiting a small town, the options are only 
more dismal. But that’s about to change, 
thanks to Nivah - Sahaspur Bilari House in 
Moradabad. The royal retreat, built in 1913, 
has hosted many a visiting dignitary, and is 
the home of the current Raja of Sahaspur 
Bilari, Chandra Vijay Singh, who’s now 
welcoming travellers into his extremely  
chic home. 

Moradabad is one of those rare, dusty 
cities of Uttar Pradesh that has very little by 
way of tourist value. What it does have in its 
favour is that it accounts for 40 percent of 
all handicrafts exported from India—which 
makes it an important industrial hub for 
international buyers. And at Nivah, they’re 
in for a treat. Ancient chandeliers in pristine 
condition twinkle down at you, heirloom 
carpets cushion your step, moustachioed 
former royals gaze down from their black-
and-white worlds and a library of collector’s 
editions flanks the entrance hall. 

While the original flooring has been 
maintained in every room, the walls 

are papered in what can only be called 
delightfully rich flights of fancy—geometric 
patterns, flowers and, in the living room, 
white peacocks. These are the hallmark of 
interior designer Adil Ahmad, who worked 
with Surya Vijay Singh, the heir apparent, 
who quit his media career to move back to 
the badlands of UP and restore his family’s 
heritage to its former glory. The furniture 

in the six rooms (two executive rooms and 
four suites) is a mix of old and new. A variety 
of seating arrangements, antique beds and 
artworks gives each of the rooms (named 
after gems: Amber, Jade, Jasper, Moonstone, 
Topaz and Coral) an individuality and a 
personal touch. All modern amenities other 
than the television, like the mini-bar, kettle, 
and safe are cleverly concealed in a bid to 
retain an old-world charm. The bathrooms, 
however, are a departure from tradition, and 
clawfoot bathtubs have been replaced with 
swanky shower cubicles and the latest in 
hygiene fittings. 

What Moradabad lacks in general avenues 
for entertainment, this luxury B&B intends 
to make up for. So in the works is a little spa 
that opens out to a secluded swimming pool. 
Just beyond it lie pretty lawns, a water-lily 
pond and intimate little sitting spots and 
pergolas that make it easy to forget the dust 
and bustle of the town just beyond the gates, 
and pretend you’re royalty. 

Small-town Uttar Pradesh gets a boost with a new, luxurious heritage B&B in Moradabad 
that’s perfect for business travellers. Smriti Lamech takes a look

NIVAH – SAHASPUR BILARI HOUSE
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NIVAH-SAHASPUR BILARI HOUSE
Civil Lines, Moradabad (www.nivah.in; 
doubles from 7,000) GETTING THERE: 
Moradabad is 170km from New Delhi

SNEAK PEEK
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GET AWAY
FRANCE GREECE ITALY GREENLAND TURKEY

SANDS OF
SERENDIP-ITY

What happens when your surfing holiday in 
Sri Lanka is washed out by incessant rain? 

Sushant Kumar finds out 
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Above from left: a view of surfers from Weligama Bay Marriott Resort & Spa; a surfing school in Weligama. Previous pages from left: king 
coconuts in Unawatuna; model Nidhi Sunil at Weligama Bay Marriott Resort & Spa

I’m not one to believe in horoscopes 
or amulets. I don’t depend on 
rabbit’s foot charms/fuzzy dice/evil-
eye bracelets to bring me good luck. 

I’m told it’s the lack of risk, perhaps, 
that propels some people to believe in 
it. Their logic is there may be no gain, 
but there’s no loss involved either. 
“Wearing green will prove to be lucky,” 
someone is told. And the next thing 
you see is that it does, at least for their 
wardrobe. Lime, emerald, olive—the 
entire Pantone swatch arrives.

But what happens when luck’s not on 
your side on a holiday? When all you 
want is a clear blue sky and all you get 
is grey? Do you give in to superstition?

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

In December 2004, a tsunami rocked 
the shores of Weligama, on Sri Lanka’s 
southern coast, causing massive damage 
to life and property. That day, like many 
devout Buddhists, Manju Bandarage 
was praying at a temple with his 
family. His home was destroyed, but 
he survived to tell the tale. Since then, 

Manju has seen Weligama transform 
from a sleepy fishing hamlet to a surfing 
paradise, lined with over a dozen 
schools, one of them his own: Surf ’n 
Lanka (www.surfnlanka.com).

A three-hour drive from Colombo, 
Weligama’s shallow waters are ideal for 
novice surfers to catch their first wave, 
and that’s why I pick this destination 
as the focal point of my trip. “It’s a 
giant pool party,” a friend had told 
me, but when I arrive, I realise I am a 
little early to jump into it. October is 
when peak surfing season kicks in, but 
I’m here in late September, hoping to 
enjoy the whoosh of waves before the 
crowds pour in. Sadly, it’s the rattle 
of rain that wakes me up on my first 
morning. I slide out of bed, step into my 
sea-facing balcony and see nothing but 
the dull grey of a storm raining on my 
parade. The sea roars so uncontrollably 
that I see not a single soul on the 
shoreline—even the pros steer clear. 
You know luck’s not on your side when 
the weather forecast tells you to expect 
a partly cloudy sky, and what you get in 
instead is a thunderstorm. 

So then, what do you do in a surfing 
town without the surf? Chill, I guess—
a book in one hand and king coconut 
water in another. For lack of a better 
option, I spend my days indoors. “I 
could do this at a hotel in Mumbai, 
too,” I mutter.

I’m staying at the Weligama 
Bay Marriott Resort & Spa (www.
weligamamarriott.com; doubles from 
LKR30,080 or 12,800), a hotel that 
boasts sweeping views of the ocean 
from each of its rooms. Not that the rain 
lets me see much of it, but it’s a nice 
touch to have, anyway. While it pours 
outside, I turn to curry to forget my 
woes. Every meal at Weligama Kitchen, 
the hotel’s all-day restaurant, is a feast 
for the eyes, a treat for the taste buds 
and a lesson in Sinhalese, all rolled into 
one (at least I learn something, if not 
what I came here for). The flavourful 
malu mirisata (fish curry), the rich elu 
mas wyanjana (mutton curry) and the 
light wambatu moju (brinjal pahi), 
together with a portion of red rice, 
become my soul food. During one 
such lunch, the rain calms itself. P
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“Weligama’s 
shallow waters are 
ideal for novice 
surfers to catch 
their first wave—a 
giant pool party”

Fishing boats at Weligama 
Beach. Left: actor 

Harshvardhan Kapoor at 
Weligama Bay Marriott 

Resort & Spa

It’s still drizzling, though, and the sea 
isn’t safe for me to get on the water, 
so I head out and drive northwards 
along the coast. First stop: Midigama, a 
village where stilt fishing—a traditional 
method in which men perch on vertical 
poles at dawn and dusk—was popular 
once upon a time.

In 1995, in the early hours of the 
morning, ace photographer Steve 
McCurry stood waist-deep in the 
ocean to get the perfect picture of stilt 
fishermen in action along Sri Lanka’s 
southern coast. Things have changed 
since then. To start with, there are a 



“This trip has been doomed from 
the start,” I tell Udara. He suggests we 
visit Handunugoda Tea Estate (www.
hermanteas.com), a family-owned tea 
factory and museum in Ahangama, 
about 9km away. I would’ve liked to 
do the hour-long plantation tour, but I 
do what I can—sample 40 varieties of 
tea, from the original classic black teas 
of Ceylon and Galle to the innovative 
blends of brandy and vodka. I can’t 
tell one from the other, barring the 

ones that involve alcohol, but I guess 
that’s never a bad deal. There are 
plenty of other knick-knacks on offer 
at Handunugoda—delicious-smelling 
handmade cinnamon soaps, cinnamon 
incense sticks and cinnamon oil. But 
just when I get a little enthusiastic, 
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Above, clockwise from top left: flowers at Paravi Duwa temple in Matara; fresh catch at Weligama Beach; guests at Kama, Mirissa; a king 
coconut in Koggala; traditional Sri Lankan masks at a woodcrafts shop in Mirissa  

“Post the 2004 
tsunami, Weligama 
has transformed from 
a sleepy fishing hamlet 
to a surfing paradise”

GET AWAY

handful of tourists to do his job with 
smartphone cameras, and they can do it 
on a makeshift bridge—without getting 
into the water. 

While this form of fishing was once 
the standard in Midigama, today, it is a 
means to a different kind of livelihood, 
earned not by catching fish, but through 
tourism. From the shore, I see four men 
resting on crossbars—fishing rods in 
hand, their faces turned towards the 
horizon. It makes for a great photo. 

Just when I step out of the car to 
capture the scene, a man comes running 
towards me. My chauffeur, Udara, 
quickly informs me about the deal we 
need to strike with him. At LKR300 
( 130), it isn’t much, but this is when 
I let a local do the talking. I am told 
that for a little extra, I could climb up 
the poles for a photo of myself. But I’d 
much rather pay a few hundred more 
and actually eat (fish I never caught) 
at a shack next door. I’m unimpressed 
with this kind of ‘fishing’, and anyway, 
within minutes, the skies darken 
and it starts pouring again. The next 
challenge: find something to do indoors.

Udara tells me this isn’t the place to 
buy cinnamon products. “Then where 
should we go?” He glances outside. 
“Hop in. I think we can hail a boat.” 

Just 15 minutes later, I’m at the 
jetty in Koggala, gearing up for a 
boat ride on the freshwater lagoon, 
which is dotted with eight beautiful 
islands. One of these is dedicated to 
the production of cinnamon. I meet 
Sarath, a third-generation cinnamon 
farmer who lives on the island with 
his family, speaks fluent English and 
has a little performance act lined up 
for visitors. Over a cup of (what else, 
but) cinnamon tea, I listen intently 
as Sarath explains the process of 
extracting powder from the trees and 
turning it into a saleable commodity. As 
I inhale the earthy, therapeutic smell 
of the tea and of the cinnamon oil the 
family sells by the bottle (I pack three 
of these to take back home), I start 
to feel better about my trip, though I 
am sceptical when Udara promises to 
show me a gorgeous sunset. “Of course, 
you won’t really see the sun set, in this 
weather, but at least you’ll see the P
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“So then, what do 
you do in a surfing 
town without 
the surf? Chill, I 
guess—a book in 
one hand and king 
coconut water 
in another”

GET AWAY

Harshvardhan Kapoor at 
the Surf’s Up pool bar of 

Weligama Bay Marriott 
Resort & Spa

colours change,” he says, while driving 
up to Rumassala Hill in Unawatuna. 
At its peak stands the Japanese Peace 
Pagoda, built by Japanese monks 
during the Lankan civil war. The view 
from here is surreal—even through 
the clouds, the sun bathes Galle Fort 
in an orange glow, the rustle of tree 
leaves and whisper of waves the perfect 
accompaniment to the scene. Surfing 
becomes a distant memory, until I wake 
up next morning.

Grey, yet again! It’s not a frenzied 
downpour, but it’s too rough to catch 
my first wave. So Udara and I drive half 
an hour to Matara, a major commercial 
hub in Sri Lanka’s southern province. 
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Above, clockwise from top left: ulundu vadai at a stall in Matara; a turtle at a hatchery in Koggala; Japanese Peace Pagoda in Unawatuna;  
the exterior of Weligama Bay Marriott Resort & Spa; kids at a beach restaurant in Koggala

It’s strangely energising to be in a 
city after a while, and observe the 
diverse human imprints left behind 
by successive civilisations. In this case, 
it’s the Portuguese-built Matara Fort, 
churches made by the Dutch and 
colonial-era bungalows. But I can’t 
help notice the countless Buddhist 
stupas along the way, so Udara breaks 
at one—the Paravi Duwa temple. 
Nestled on an island off the shore of 
Matara, it is reached through a cable 
footbridge that offers stunning views of 
the coast. But Udara suggests what will 
be more “magical” is paying a visit to 
the church next door, the Shrine of Our 
Lady of Matara. Once inside, he talks 
passionately about the statue of Mary 
placed at the centre, which is believed 
to have been recovered centuries 
ago by fishermen at sea. “Many lost 
their lives in the tsunami; the statue 
remained untouched,” he says. 

At Matara’s seafront promenade, I 
see the upside of this terrible weather—
scores of kids flying kites, couples 
eating ice cream and enjoying a Sunday 
like it should be. I stick around till 

sunset and snack on some delicious 
ulundu vadai—fried, carefully sliced 
from the middle, and served like a bao 
with a dash of sambol.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

While I was at the hotel one day, I 
heard a bunch of young travellers talk 
about a hip neighbourhood next door. 
Mirissa is Weligama’s more outgoing 
cousin. Its main street is lined with 
cool, youthful hostels—the kind that 
advertise free wi-fi, summer cocktails 
and rooftop yoga on chalkboards. I 
walk past graffitied walls and echoing 
lounge decks to halt at a popular 
beachside restaurant, Kama (www.
facebook.com/kamamirissa), for dinner. 
But before I get inside, a hole-in-the-
wall woodcrafts store across the road 
catches my eye. ‘Ayubowan’, says the 
signboard outside, in a roly-poly script. 
I later learn it’s a Sinhalese greeting for 
‘May you live a long life’.

This is the first souvenir shop I spot 
in the neighbourhood, which displays 
an array of handcrafted fridge magnets, 

wall hangings and traditional Sri 
Lankan masks. Sajith, the owner, tells 
me the peculiar masks—of different 
shapes, colours and sizes—portray 
characters from ancient folk tales, and 
are kept in homes to cure sickness and 
drive away bad luck. Of course, I’m not 
the kind to romanticise his account, so 
I pass on the masks and pack a few of 
everything else. 

At dinner, over a round of coconut 
arrack and Lion beer, paired with a 
helping of hot, buttered cuttlefish and 
coconut tempura prawns, I have a 
strange itch. What if the masks could 
really help? What do I have to lose? 

The next morning, I wake up with the 
sun flashing on my face, the kind that 
blinds you in your sleep. I look at my 
watch—it is 7am. I look outside—bright 
oranges, fluorescent yellows, bobbing 
on the shiny surface of blue. I look at 
the table—that mask looking right back 
at me. 

Did my quick trip to the store 
post-dinner get me lucky? I don’t have 
time to ponder. I have a long-awaited 
surfcation ahead of me. P
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14 REASONS WHY A CRUISE 
MIGHT JUST BE THE BEST WAY 

TO SEE THE WORLD
From tricked-out ships to life-changing meals, here’s proof 

you’ll want to get on board. Illustrations by Daniel Clarke
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1YOU CAN SPEND DAYS ON 
END DOING WHAT YOU 
LOVE—IN SOME TRULY  

AMAZING PLACES
Drink a Burgundy in Burgundy.
Belmond’s 4- to 12-person canal 
barges sail the region with daily 
tasting stops at vineyards. And in 
2018, new luxury barges Belmond 
Lilas and Belmond Pivoine (www.
belmond.com) join the fleet in Alsace 
and Champagne, while SeaDream 
Yacht Club’s 112-guest vessels (www.
seadream.com) will sail on nine Wine 
Voyages in the Mediterranean and 
Caribbean, with ports in Italy, France, 
Greece, Spain and Barbados—plus 
on-board tastings from the likes of 
Champagne Taittinger. 
Cook with a top chef. Jacques 
Pépin hosts classes on an Oceania 
Cruises trip from Lisbon to Rome 
(www.oceaniacruises.com). Windstar 
Cruises (www.windstarcruises.com) 
brings James Beard Award winners on 
board for demos. If you’d rather eat 
than cook, The Grill by Thomas Keller 
will be aboard the new Seabourn 
Ovation (www.seabourn.com).
Golf France’s classic courses. Hop 
on Uniworld’s SS Joie de Vivre (www.
uniworld.com), which began sailing 
the Seine in March 2017. The staff will 
lend you clubs and arrange tee times 
at Normandy’s Golf de Rouen Mont-
Saint-Aignan and Golf d’Étretat, which 
overlooks the English Channel.
Soak up knowledge from brilliant 
profs. Relive college on expert-led 
cruises by Smithsonian Journeys 
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(www.smithsonianjourneys.org), 
like next spring’s trip from Lisbon to 
London. A San Diego State University 
professor specialising in history will 
accompany passengers on visits to 
the Guggenheim Museum Bilbao and 
the Normandy American Cemetery. 
Fill your Insta feed with exotic 
wildlife. Un-Cruise Adventures (www.
uncruise.com) has super-small boats 
that are doubling down on marine 
biology and birdwatching. Pick from 
trips to Panamá and Costa Rica or the 
Galápagos Islands. 
Let world-class musicians give you a 
semi-private concert. Ponant (www.
en.ponant.com) offers a number of 
musical cruises. You could go sailing 
with the Vienna State Opera, via Malta 
and Sicily.

2YOU CAN GET VIP 
TREATMENT—EVEN ON  
A MASSIVE BOAT ‘Ship 

within a ship’ programmes offer 
the perks of a smaller line (from 
private butlers and first dibs on spa 
appointments to access to exclusive 
shore excursions) aboard huge 
vessels like the Norwegian Breakaway
(www.ncl.com), the Celebrity 
Reflection (www.celebritycruises.
com) or the MSC Divina (www.
msccruisesusa.com).

3RIVERS ARE THE NEW 
OCEANS Drifting past 
castles on the Rhine (or 

vineyards on the Rhône) is lovely. 
But now that river cruising—which 
once automatically meant visiting 

Europe—has gone global, 
itineraries have become much 

more interesting. You can hop 
on a small ship to sail the 
Amazon or the Mekong (www.
aquaexpeditions.com), the 
Irrawaddy (www.belmond.com), 
the Ganga (www.uniworld.com) 

or Africa’s Chobe River, where 
you can spot elephants from the 

deck of AmaWaterways’ 14-suite 
Zambezi Queen (www.amawater 
ways.com).

4You’ll fall asleep 
in the same bed 

at night—but wake up 
in a different city 
each morning.

5YOU’LL CHECK OFF A 
BUNCH OF FAR-FLUNG 
PLACES IN ONE TRIP 

The Indian Ocean The Seabourn 
Encore (www.seabourn.com) stops 
in India, Indonesia and Singapore 
on a month-long tour of the Spice 
Route—a single-trip itinerary that 
you could otherwise comfortably 
accomplish only on a private jet  
or yacht. 
The Baltic Sea Viking Ocean 
Cruises (www.vikingcruises.com) is 
dominating northern Europe, adding 
the Viking Sky and Viking Sun to sail 
to the historic towns of Estonia, the 
design hubs of Finland, the fjords of 
Norway and the islands of Sweden. In 
2018, Viking Ocean Cruises will launch 
Viking Spirit, with new itineraries from 
Mumbai to Bangkok or Athens.  
The Polar Regions In 2016 and 2017, 
Crystal Cruises (www.crystalcruises.
com) offered the first large luxury 
liner transit of the Arctic’s Northwest 
Passage around Alaska, the Arctic 
and Greenland. In 2019, the cruise 
company plans to return to the 
Northwest Passage with a new, 
smaller polar-class vessel, the 

Crystal Endeavour. In the Southern 
Hemisphere, Silversea’s Silver 
Explorer (www.silversea.com) sails 
the Antarctic Peninsula for visits to 
glaciers and penguin colonies. In the 
autumn of 2018, Hurtigruten (www.
hurtigruten.com) will add to its 
Antarctica sailings with the launch of 
MS Roald Amundsen. 
The South Pacific On Paul Gauguin 
Cruises’ 166-cabin Paul Gauguin 
(www.pgcruises.com), you can visit 
five islands in a week. 
The Caribbean In a week-long cruise, 
Windstar’s 212-person Star Pride
(www.windstarcruises.com) sails 
through the Virgin lslands—
including Montserrat, which got its 
first ship in 20 years when the line 
arrived in 2015. 
Southeast Asia You could hopscotch 
flights to hit Bangkok, Saigon, and 
Sihanoukville in one go. Or sail into 
each aboard Oceania Cruise’s Nautica
(www.oceaniacruises.com). 

6YOU WON’T NEED AN 
IPAD TO ENTERTAIN 
THE KIDS Royal Caribbean’s 

Symphony of the Seas (www.
royalcaribbean.com) is set to be 
the world’s largest ship when it 
launches in April 2018, and it’s 
bound to be a hit with the kids, with 
a 10-storey slide, 40ft-high rock-
climbing walls, an ice-skating rink 
and a water park. In Europe, Disney 
(www.adventuresbydisney.com) 
has teamed up with AmaWaterways 
to put its spin on river cruises. So 
parents and little ones can enjoy 
fairy-tale readings in real-life castles, 
The Sound of Music tours through 
Salzburg and guides who can look 
after the kids as you duck out for wine 
tastings. And on Uniworld’s ‘Family 
Adventures’programme (www.
uniworld.com), scheduled for school 
break periods, many excursions are 
geared toward teens and tweens—
there’s pasta-making in Bologna 
and gondola-rowing in Venice. 
Meanwhile, in Antarctica, children 
as young as seven are welcome 
on Hurtigruten’s ‘Young Explorers’ 
trips (www.hurtigruten.com), which 
offer complimentary educational 
workshops and tours specifically  
for little ones. 
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7IT’S EASY TO DITCH 
EVERYONE ELSE AT 
PORT If the image of crowds 

being herded into onshore excursion 
buses has kept you from getting on 
the water, splurge on one of Royal 
Caribbean’s customisable day trips 
(www.royalcaribbean.com). Called 
Royal Private Journeys, they run the 
gamut from private sailboat charters 
off Dubrovnik to floatplane aerial 
tours of Ketchikan, Alaska. Its sister 
line, Azamara Club Cruises (www.
azamaraclubcruises.com), has a 
similar service that can get you 
private museum tours in Bangkok or 
desert excursions outside Muscat, 
Oman. And from virtually any ship, 
you can follow the lead of veteran 
cruisers who blow off the offered 
activities and tap a destination expert 
to craft their own indie tour that skirts 
port-city masses. Travel specialists 
like Karen Fedorko Sefer in Turkey 
(www.seasong.com), Ronnie Liadis in 
Greece (www.liadis.com) and Andrea 
Grisdale in Italy (www.icbellagio.com) 
can arrange for private drivers and 
line-skipping access at museums 
and historic sites so you’ll be back in 
plenty of time for your departure.

8SOME TRIPS JUST GIVE 
YOU CHILLS As a small 
boy, I was taken to the Hudson 

River docks, where the great ocean 
liners were moored. I remember 
looking up at the dark, smooth hulls 
and the smokestacks towering 
above me. Decades later, my wife 
and I boarded the Queen Mary 2 for 
the crossing from Southampton to 
New York. The ship is a magnificent 
feat of engineering, longer than 
the Eiffel Tower is high, soaring 23 
storeys above the waterline, with a 
planetarium, a 1,000-seat theatre 
and an Art Deco dining room that 
serves 1,300. This was a crossing, 
not a cruise. There was nowhere else 
to go, no tour buses awaiting eager 
sightseers, just all of us on the sea, 
minuscule even on our great ship. 
Standing alone at the bow with 3,000 
miles of ocean ahead, we imagined 
those who sailed before us—
immigrants, refugees and soldiers, 
peering ahead in hope or despair.

The last morning, we awoke at 4am to 
watch as the enormous liner cleared 
the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge by 
just 13ft and sailed into New York 
Harbour. We eased past the Statue 
of Liberty glowing green in the dawn, 
and heard the unmistakable pop 
of a champagne cork as a young 
French couple toasted their arrival in 
America. JON MAKSIK, WRITER

9GOOD DESIGN AT 
SEA IS NO LONGER 
AN OXYMORON

Viking Ocean Cruises’ new ships 
(www.vikingcruises.com) bring 
contemporary design to an industry 
that has long been dominated by 
mirrored dining rooms and riotously 
patterned carpets. Think glass-
backed infinity pools, Nordic-style 
spas, Frank Gehry’s Cross Check 
chairs, and cabins with private 
verandas, heated floors as well as 
reading lights in the headboards. And 
Regent’s Seven Seas Explorer (www.
rssc.com) looks more like a luxury 
resort than a cruise ship—which 
may be due to the fact that the ship’s 
opulent interiors have been designed 
by the design pros behind hotels 
such as the Sir Adam in Amsterdam, 
Miami’s Mandarin Oriental and 
Seattle’s W Hotel.

10 YOU CAN GET 
CLOSER TO 
WILDLIFE YOU’VE 

ONLY SEEN ON TV I thought I 
was reasonably well travelled. But 
then, one morning, I woke up on the 
Aqua Amazon, a 12-suite riverboat 
from Aqua Expeditions (www.
aquaexpeditions.com). As I watched 
the Peruvian Amazon glide by, I 
realised that there is a huge chunk of 
the planet you simply cannot get to 
by car or train or bike. Pink dolphins 
skimmed water the colour of brewed 
tea. Piranhas chomped on meat that 
I hooked on the line of a bamboo 
fishing pole. And then there was a 
capybara, the world’s largest rodent, 
trotting—that’s right, trotting—along 
the shore’s edge. At night, our skiff 
pulled up to the riverbank and one 
of the naturalist guides leapt to the 
sand. I saw nothing but black air, 
black trees, black water. But he dug 
into the muck, arms wriggling back 
and forth, back and forth,  until finally, 
he pulled out a baby caiman. And 
that’s when it really hit me: I wasn’t in 
Kansas—or Paris or even Sydney—
anymore. This lattice of rivers and 
tributaries was a world unto itself. A 
world best understood from the prow 
of a boat. ELIZABETH FOY LARSEN, 
COLUMNIST & AUTHOR 



First-ever Zouk club at sea

World’s fi rst  Johnnie 
Walker House at sea Exciting 6-Waterslide Park

Largest Asian refl exology spa at sea

Over 35 restaurant and bar concepts

Dream Cruises, Asia’s first-ever luxury cruise liner, 
brings your dreams of an opulent vacation to life. 
Purpose-built for the Asian market, Genting Dream—
the first ship from their fleet—debuted in November 
2016. Her sister ship—World Dream took to the 
waters on November 2017, offering guests the highest 
levels of service and comfort, along with lots of space. 
Something that no other cruise company in Asia provides

1 | Cruise in comfort
The stunning Genting Dream o� ers 1,674 well-
appointed staterooms, and is capable of serving 3,400 
guests, with a leading crew-to-guest ratio of 1 to 1.7. 
Besides spacious comfort and luxurious amenities, over 
70% of staterooms come with their own balconies, so 
you can wake up to an ocean sunrise. There are also over 
100 connecting staterooms to accommodate the needs 
of extended families and larger groups.

2 | All-new experiences
Holiday-makers can look forward to sublime experiences 
across the 18 decks: party under the stars at the fi rst-
ever Zouk club at sea; immerse in whisky culture at the 
world’s fi rst Johnnie Walker House at sea; and enjoy 
lavish productions such as “China’s Got Talent – The 
Dream Experience” – the entertainment never ends!

3 | Sheer rejuvenation
For those seeking pampering and energising moments, 
Crystal Life will surpass your every expectation. 
Featuring the largest Asian refl exology spa at sea, 
and more than 20 private rooms for Western spa and 
massage treatments, this is your destination for truly 
rejuvenating spa experiences. There’s also a beauty 
salon, state-of-the-art fi tness centre, and wellness 
cuisine to help you look and feel your best.

The 142 elegantly furnished suites provide the 
perfect setting for an incomparable experience 
at sea. They include two Garden Penthouses that 
are 224 square metres each – among the most 
spacious duplex suites at sea.

Dream Palace guests will also experience an 
exceptional level of hospitality from our dedicated 
European butler service, on call 24 hours a day to 
cater to your every comfort.

Dream Palace Privileges
• 24-hour personal European butler service
• Priority reservations for specialty restaurants,  
   shows and spa treatments 
• Exclusive access to Genting Club, with private 
   lounges and complimentary dining
• Dedicated private outdoor deck and pool

4 | Feast the world
Genting Dream is a gourmet’s paradise at sea, 
serving up the fi nest Chinese regional, Asian and 
international cuisine. Indulge your palate at over 35 
restaurant and bar concepts, including Bistro by Mark 
Best – the internationally-acclaimed Australian chef’s 
fi rst restaurant at sea. Many of these restaurants are 
located along the Boardwalk, a 610-metre wraparound 
promenade where you can dine al fresco to ocean views.

5 | Fun for families
Brace yourself for serious fun on Genting Dream. Take 
the plunge at the 6-slide Waterslide Park, master the 
ropes course, or scale the mountainous rock climbing 
wall.  Young children will be immersed in an exciting 
range of activities and classes at Little Pandas Club. And 
with cinemas, bowling alley, video arcade and more – 
this is where memories are made.

6 | Dream Palace 
The ultimate luxury cruising experience Dream 
Palace is an exclusive enclave on Genting Dream, 
composed of its own suites and private facilities. 
O� ering style and impeccable service at every turn, 
this is luxury cruising at its fi nest.

Luxury Vacations Reimagined

For more information, please contact our Dream Cruises Office: Mumbai: (022) 71002888 | New Delhi: (011) 41077300/01 | 
Ahmedabad: (079) 26308099 | Bangalore: (080) 46337792 and for bookings please contact your nearest travel agent or our preferred sales agents: dreamcruiseline.com

GENTING DREAM
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11 HOW ELSE WILL  
YOU GET TO SEE  
TINY, GORGEOUS 

REMOTE ISLANDS?
The Hundred Islands This could-
be Cast Away archipelago in the 
Philippines, north of Manila, is full 
of spectacular, colourful reefs and 
secluded coves that the upcoming 
Seabourn Ovation (www.seabourn.
com) will navigate on voyages out of 
Singapore and Hong Kong in 2019. 
The Ryukyu Islands Princess Cruises’ 
ships (www.princess.com) make a 
number of stops at these volcanic 
isles and coral reefs that lie south of 
Japan’s main islands. Passengers on 
board these vessels can get guided 
glimpses into the region’s marine life 
and rural heritage.
The Andaman Islands Aside from the 
larger South Andaman, many of these 
Indian isles, a mecca for divers, were, 
for a long time, mainly accessible to 
visitors by a chartered catamaran. 
Now, Silversea’s Silver Discoverer
(www.silversea.com) makes a 
stopover between Colombo and 
Phuket, at Port Blair, South Cinque 
Island and North Cinque Island. 

12You won’t be 
off the radar 

(unless you want to 
be)—high-speed 
Internet access is 
becoming the norm 
on boats.

13YOU MIGHT LOSE 
WEIGHT MSC Cruises 
(www.msccruisesusa.com) 

has a new food-and-fitness regimen 
that pairs you with a trainer before 
you board. Communicating through 
an app, you set exercise goals, and 
once aboard, you work with your 
trainer on a meal plan. Hapag-Lloyd 
Cruises (www.hl-cruises.com) offers 
Olympic-calibre workouts led by gold-
medal skier Maria Höfl-Riesch on its 
Europa 2 cruise from Bali to Bangkok. 
And if you’d rather chill,  consider the 
Lotus Spa on the Majestic Princess
(www.princess.com), and the Canyon 
Ranch spa on Celebrity Cruises’ ships 
(www.celebritycruises.com).

14YOU CAN ACT OUT 
SOMEONE ELSE’S 
LIFE

Vacay like Jay Z and Queen Bey.
Book a megayacht for a week—it’s the 
most over-the-top of the small-ship 
options. On the Crystal Esprit (www.
crystalcruises.com), a 62-passenger 
craft that circles Seychelles, the West 
Indies and the Mediterranean, you’ll 
sip Billecart-Salmon Champagne 
between trips to some stunning 
deserted beaches. 
Swim in Jacques Cousteau’s wake.
Silversea (www.silversea.com) offers 
trips to regions such as the Palau 
archipelago, Solomon Islands and 
the Marquesas islands, and guests 
have ample opportunities to snorkel 
and dive in these rich waters. Or sail 
with Cousteau’s son, Jean-Michel, 
on Aqua Expeditions’ cruises down 
the Amazon and the Mekong (www.
aquaexpeditions.com).
Plant your flag like an explorer.
Silversea (www.silversea.com) has 
Antarctic sailings that retrace parts of 
Shackleton’s famous journey—only 
with a happier ending—as well as 
other Antarctic explorers. 

GET AWAY
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I
t’s easy to miss out on those special moments when you’re on 
the move. Birthdays, anniversaries, first performances or those 
simple moments that you can cherish just by being with loved 
ones. Being a jet-setter who’s on a flight or a different time zone 

might make it difficult to even make that valuable phone call at the 
right moment. Sounds familiar?  If you’re lucky enough to be at 
the large  70,000 sq feet. Mumbai Duty Free, chances are that you 
might be able to set right the wrong or at least make up for some of 
it. Dotted with some of the most chic brands that you can pick from, 
this shopper’s paradise promises to be that much needed break in a 
chaotic travel scene and is sure to come to your rescue when you feel 
clueless about gift ideas. 

From the heady smell of liquor and the mild fragrance of perfume, 
to glittering Swarovski crystals, there’s much that will catch your 
attention. Get yourself a new gadget, an apparel, an accessory and when 
it all tires you out, take a quick break and escape to the Heaven On Earth 
spa, before you resume your spree.

If you are tied down on the budget, there’s not much to worry 
about. Whether it’s contemporary furniture or accessories that you 
want to buy, you can get deals on them all. The Mumbai Duty Free 
has partnered with many sought-after brands like Myntra, Urban 
Ladder, Yatra, Vodafone and Citi Bank and Ixigo. Shopping for as little 
as USD 60 will win you discount vouchers, redeemable coupons 
and complimentary experiences worth double the amount from 
partner brands, which when added up equals the value of the original 
purchase, making your duty-free purchase, free!

Here are our top picks of quick but 
memorable presents you could buy. r

A SHOPPING 
SPREE AT 

MUMBAI 
DUTY 
FREE

Indulge in retail therapy or find 
quick gifts to pick for loved 

ones, on the go, at the Mumbai 
Duty Free



CHIVAS LIMITED EDITION 
PACK BY NAPPA DORI
Launched in 1909, Chivas Regal is the world’s fi rst luxe whisky and is 
considered a timeless classic, renowned for its benchmark quality, 
taste, style, substance and exclusivity. The brand sells about 4.5 
million, 9-litre cases annually in more than 150 countries across 
the globe. The Chivas Regal range includes Chivas 12, Chivas Extra, 
Chivas 18, Chivas 25 among many others. There’s also Chivas Regal 
Ultis, the fi rst blended malt Scotch whisky from the house. But this 
time there’s more.

To add a streak of special, Chivas Regal has collaborated with 
Nappa Dori to create an exquisitely designed limited edition pack. 
Nappa Dori’s sophisticated design marries contemporary style 
with tradition, opulence and luxury. It celebrates an era when every 
journey was glamorous and travellers ventured to unfamiliar frontiers 
to discover both themselves, as well as new places. If you are at the 
Mumbai Duty Free  this December, you could pick up this limited 
edition one litre travel retail pack. 

It’s artsy and cool and is most likely to wow the one who receives it. 
It might just get you close enough to making up for a no show on that 
special day. This limited-edition pack features a range of illustrations 
that capture the country’s essence through a panoramic landscape 
depicting epochal cultural landmarks. The design represents a set 
of old and new monuments that have together become an essential 
part of the India we know. The pack houses the Chivas 12-year-
old, a smooth, generous blend that harmoniously combines style, 
substance and tradition, while delivering rich fl avours. Buying a set of 
two packs could get you a Nappa Dori trolley bag.

The limited edition one-
litre pack celebrates an era 

when every journey was 
glamorous and travellers 

ventured to unfamiliar 
frontiers to discover 

themselves, as well as new 
places. This is the fi rst time 

Chivas has collaborated 
with an Indian designer. 



WATCHES FROM TISSOT
Meet a Swiss watchmaker par excellence, whose pieces will delight. 
Tissot founded in 1853, introduced the fi rst mass-produced pocket 
watch as well as the fi rst pocket watch with two time zones in 1853 
and the fi rst anti-magnetic watch in 1929–30. They were also the fi rst 
to make watches out of plastic, stone, mother of pearl and wood. The 
brand is the o�  cial timekeeper for the world championships in cycling, 
motorcycling, fencing and ice hockey, and was used for the Davis Cup 
in 1957. The watches, sold in more than 160 countries, are authentic, 
accessible and use special materials, advanced functionalities and 
meticulous design. One of the most sought after by collectors, a Tissot 
watch will make a present for keeps. Here’s what we reccommend:
FOR MEN: TISSOT COUTURIER CHRONOGRAPH
The Tissot Couturier timepieces blend elegant lines with materials 
to match. These watches express their made-to-measure character 
through their uncompromising attention to detail. They promise 
to stand the test of time and remain in style. The Tissot Couturier 
Chronograph’s scratch-resistant sapphire crystal (window), 
antirefl ective coating for chronograph and 316L stainless steel case 
with rose gold PVD coating can make time stand still.
FOR WOMEN: TISSOT LE LOCLE POWERMATIC 80 LADY 
Le Locle is the name of Tissot’s home and heritage, nestled in the 
Swiss Jura Mountains; it is also the name of the hugely popular 
automatic watch family. The models display exquisite elegance with 
details such as Roman numerals and a traditional Le Locle signature 
which completes the picture of classical chic. These fi nish o�  daytime 
and evening looks with a fl ourish. The domed scratch-resistant 
sapphire crystal with antirefl ective coating and butterfl y clasp with 
push-buttons makes it irresistible.

CLASSIC PICK: TISSOT HERITAGE 150TH ANNIVERSARY 
AUTOMATIC COSC These ultimate chronograph watches inspired 
by the 1946 prestigious piece, bring together the best of past and 
present technology with their exquisite design and  traditional 
movement with counters at 3, 6 and 9 o’clock and its 19th century-
style engraved case back with gilded oscillation weight shows the 
foundation and anniversary dates of Tissot—1853 and 2003. This 
vintage style piece will have heads turn no matter where you are.

WATCHES FROM OMEGA 
There couldn’t be a more timeless gift than a piece from 
OMEGA, a Swiss luxury watchmaker based in Biel/ Bienne. 
Apart from the various cool features that make each 
piece special, the company also has interesting 
past records. Britain’s Royal Flying Corps 
chose OMEGA watches in 1917 as its o�  cial 
timekeepers for its combat units, as did the 
American army in 1918. The brand was 
also the choice of NASA and the fi rst 
watch on the Moon in 1969. It has been 
the o�  cial timekeeping device of the 
Olympic Games since 1932. James Bond 
has worn it in the movies since 1995; 
other famous OMEGA wearers, past and 
present, include John F. Kennedy, Prince 
William, George Clooney and Buzz Aldrin.



CRYSTAL CURIOS FROM SWAROVSKI
Add a little sparkle to the lives of your loved ones. Pick from glittering 
accessories, watches, jewellery and home décor that make for perfect 
presents from one of the most coveted brands in the world. 

ACCESSORIES FROM MONTBLANC
Here’s another Swiss brand you can take home. When you have 
to buy a present but aren’t exactly sure of what the person’s taste 
is like, head to Montblanc. There’s really no one who wouldn’t 
appreciate a classic, chic ballpoint pen, fountain pen, a rollerball, a 
fi ne liner, a mechanical pencil or a screen writer. While their pens 
are essentially what they are known for, there’s also contemporary 
leather accessories, watches and cool stationery to choose from. 

BAGS FROM MICHAEL KORS
Missed her birthday or that anniversary? Surprise her with a 
Michael Kors bag, shoe, watch and one of the accessories that you 
picked up at the Mumbai Duty Free and she might just forgive you. If 
you’re buying her that bag she always wanted, you can pick from totes, 
satchels, shoulder bags, crossbodies, backpacks, du� els, luggage, 
wallets, clutches and even wristlets.

GADGETS FROM APPLE
You know your partner has been telling you how much they love the 
iPhone X. They’ve been raving about the fact that the phone is “all 
screen” and so intelligent that it can respond to a tap, your voice 
and even a glance. But, you’ve just not had the time to order one for 
them and even if you did it may not make it on time. You could now pick 
it up on your way home from  the airport at the Apple Store at Mumbai 
Duty Free.

MAKE UP FROM M.A.C
You may have heard the word MAC in the context of one of the 
most popular gadgets in the world. This is not that but is popular 
nevertheless. Make-up can make you smile. The Mumbai Duty Free 
store houses the most premium luxe brand in the business. Part 
of the Estée Lauder Companies since 1994, M.A.C is sold today in 
over 120 countries around the world and is the go-to brand for some 
of the biggest make-up artists the world over. Launching over 50 
collections each year, it helps you choose from more than 100 shades of 
professional quality make-up must-haves. 

LUGGAGE FROM TUMI
It may be a good idea to tell your loved ones to pack their bags and 
travel with you when you head out next. Buying them trendy luggage 
from TUMI might be the sweetest way to say it. There’s a wide range 
of chic strollers and backpacks you can pick from.

TRAVEL PILLOWS FROM CABEAU
Another cool way to invite loved ones to travel with you is ensuring 
their comfort. Buy them a travel pillow from Cabeau and help them 
relax on-the-go. Whether you prefer maximum memory foam, cooling 
airfl ow, ultra-lightweight or a new take on microbeads, you’ll fi nd 
the right fi t. The pillows come 
with a compact travel bag, 
memory foam earplugs, 
premium memory 
foam core and a 
removable and 
washable velour 
cover.



CHOCOLATES FROM HERSHEYS
How can you go wrong with these chocolates? 
Especially when they are called Kisses! This brand of the 
most delectable chocolates started from the farmlands 
of central Pennsylvania with a simple fi ve-cent Hershey’s 
bar. Now, you can choose from 80 varieties that they sell 
around the world, including favourites like the Hershey’s 
Milk Chocolate Bars, Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups and 
the most popular Hershey’s Kisses Chocolates, The 
bite-sized pieces of chocolate have a distinctive shape, 
commonly described as fl at-bottomed teardrops. The Kisses are 
wrapped in squares of lightweight aluminium foil with a narrow strip 
of paper protruding from the top. This one also has an interesting 
backstory. The Hershey Kisses were fi rst introduced in 1907. It is 
believed that the candy was named Kisses because of the sound and 
motion made by machine while depositing the chocolate. At fi rst, the 
Hershey Kisses were wrapped by hand, but in 1921, a machine was 
made so they would be wrapped automatically. This is also when the 
plume was added. During 1942, production of Hershey Kisses was 
briefl y interrupted due to the rationing of aluminium foil. Instead, 
the machines were used to create chocolate paste for the soldiers in 
World War II. Kisses is one of the most popular brands of candies in 
the US.

CHOCOLATES FROM GODIVA
The gourmet Belgian chocolate has the power to mend all that’s 
broken. Every bite awards an explicable feeling of satisfaction 
and ecstasy. This iconic chocolate brand was founded in 1926 in 
Brussels, Belgium, by Joseph Draps who opened his fi rst boutique 
in the Grand Place in Brussels under its present name, in honour 

of the legend of Lady Godiva. The fi rst Godiva 
shop outside Belgium was opened in Paris on the 
fashionable Rue Saint Honoré in 1958. In 1966, the 
company’s products reached the United States, 
where they were sold at luxury strip malls. Now. 
it’s at the Mumbai Duty Free. Pick from absolutely 
divine fl avours like caramel, co� ee, fruit, nut, 

spices, dark, milk, white or mint. In addition to 
chocolates, Godiva also sells tru�  es, co� ee, cocoa, 

biscuits, dipped fruits and sweets, chocolate liqueur, 
shakes, wedding and party favours and other items 

arranged in gift baskets. Godiva’s signature package is the Gold 
Ballotin (French for “small, cardboard box of chocolates). Look out 
for seasonal and limited-edition chocolates with special packaging 
for major holidays and festivals, they make for great giveaways. 

TOYS AT HAMLEYS
There is absolutely no child in the world that won’t be charmed by 
what is often touted as the fi nest toy shop in the world. From action 
fi gures, soft toys, pre-school entertainment and DIY kits for children 
across ages, you’ll fi nd it all at Hamleys. Growing up in Cornwall, 
England, William Hamley dreamed of opening the best toy shop in 
the world. In 1760, he opened Hamleys with every kind of toy one 
could imagine. By the time Queen Victoria came to the throne 
in 1837, Hamleys was already a London landmark. Even being 
bombed five times during World War II did not stop Hamleys. 
In the year is 2017, the toys may have changed and the location 
we’re talking about is the Mumbai Duty Free store, but you’ll still 
get a glimpse of the shop William Hamley dreamt of as a boy and 
you will fi nd something that the babies back home will cherish.
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WHERE TO STAY
MALDIVES INDONESIA GOA THAILAND SRI LANKA  OMAN JAPAN

ASIA’S TOP 50 
BEACH GETAWAYS

Be it a solo weekend escape, a decadent time with friends, a family 
reunion or a romantic holiday, you don’t have to venture far for your next 

seaside vacation. By Riaan Jacob George 
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FOR ROMANCE
MANTRA SAMUI THAILAND
If you’re not in the stunning 
infinity pool, with an in-pool 
bar and sweeping views of Koh 
Samui, laze in one of the Love 
Ocean View rooms, each with 
its own private balcony, rain 
showers and personal buggy. 
Sign up for Muay Thai camp 
or hop across to Ko Pha Ngan 
for a full moon party. (www.
mantrasamui.com; doubles from 
THB4,800 or 9,400)

JETWING LIGHTHOUSE 
SRI LANKA A stone’s throw 
away from Galle Fort’s trendy 
boutiques and cafés, this hotel 
and its spacious sea-facing 
rooms blend Sri Lanka’s Dutch 
colonial heritage and architect 
Geoffrey Bawa’s aesthetics. 
Pick the Adam & Eve couple’s 
treatment, which can include 
a candlelit dinner by the 
plunge pool in the spa. (www.
jetwinghotels.com; doubles from 
LKR23,000 or 9,850)

W SINGAPORE – SENTOSA 
COVE Let the hotel’s W 
Insider (concierge, to you and 
me) curate city experiences 
for you, like visits to music 
studios and underground bars. 
Or enjoy a day by the hotel’s 
landscaped WET pool and a 
treatment at the AWAY spa, 
before hitting the aptly named 
WOOBAR for a nightcap. (www.
wsingaporesentosacove.com; 
doubles from SG$360 or  

1,73,000)

AYANA RESORT AND SPA, 
BALI INDONESIA Set atop a 
cliff in Bali’s stylish Jimbaran 
Bay, this stunning property 
offers rooms that come with 
a private plunge pool. Book 
a treatment at the stunning 
Spa On The Rocks, where 
therapy rooms are located on 
top of a rocky hillock, offering 
panoramic views of the ocean. 
(www.ayana.com; doubles from 
IDR30,20,000 or 14,600)

CLUB MED KANI MALDIVES
Book an Overwater Suite in the 
resort’s private enclave, Manta 
Exclusive Collection, where 
you can jump into the ocean 
right from your room. A lounge 
with overwater hammocks is 
perfect for some ‘we’ time with 
sundowners and canapés. Or 
you could picnic on a remote 
sandbank. (www.clubmed.co.in; 
doubles from MVR11,600  
or 49,400; minimum three-
night stay)

GILI LANKANFUSHI 
MALDIVES Settle into your 
plush overwater bungalow and 
relax in your glass-bottomed 
bathtub or chill in the open-air 
living room. Set in its own private 
lagoon, the property offers an 
exclusive enclave called the 
Crusoe Residences, 500m 
off the main island and only 
accessible by boat. Sublime. 
(www.gili-lankanfushi.com; 
doubles MVR23,100 or 98,400)

JA MANAFARU MALDIVES
Choose from the Sunrise or 
Sunset Water villa, each of which 
comes with its own infinity pool. 
Later, ask the staff to arrange 
a trip to an uninhabited island 
or customise a super-relaxing 
couple’s therapy at the Calm 
Spa. (www.jaresortshotels.com; 
doubles from MVR15,400 or  

65,600)

NIYAMA PRIVATE ISLANDS 
MALDIVES Each room has 
its own sun deck and a pantry 
brimming with snacks. Surfing 
is high on the agenda—choose 
a spot on the isolated islands 
off the resort. Ask for a marine 
biologist to show you around 
the archipelago and explore 
Maldivian marine life and coral 
reefs. If you still have your 
doubts, the hotel calls its twin 
islands Play and Chill. Good 
enough for us. (www.niyama.
com; doubles from MVR8,750  
or 37,300) 
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The spa at Jetwing Lighthouse. Left: the 
pool at AYANA Resort and Spa, BALI. 
Previous pages: the view from an overwater 
villa at Amari Havodda Maldives
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Tourism Authority of Thailand

Mumbai Office: www.facebook.com/TourismAuthorityofThailandMumbai

Tel: +91 022 22020264

Delhi Office: www.facebook.com/tat.newdelhi

Tel: +91 011 4674 1111

www.tourismthailand.in Wat Muang, Ang Thong



FOR SOLO TRAVELLERS 

THE LAGUNA, A LUXURY 
COLLECTION  RESORT & 
SPA, NUSA DUA, BALI Treat 
yourself to some well-deserved 
‘me’ time on the white-sand 
beaches of this area. When 
you’re done lazing in your 
private cabana on the beach, 
head on over to the spa or to the 
activity centre where you can 
learn the basics of kayaking or, 
if you want some underwater 
introspection, snorkelling. Or, 
speak to the concierge and step 
off the beaten path to check 
out the island’s little-known 

attractions—hiking trails, 
cycling trips to gorgeous Mount 
Batur and tours of the area’s 
fascinating abandoned temples. 
(www.thelagunabali.com; 
doubles from IDR1,700,000  
or 8,200)

LE MÉRIDIEN GOA Escaping 
to the sunshine state is always 
a good idea. At Le Méridien Goa, 
you can enjoy the proximity to 
Calangute and other buzzing 
northern beaches, yet spend 
quiet time by yourself at the 
hotel’s gorgeous pool. Grab a 

drink at the Plunge Bar or make 
new friends at Le Méridien 
Hub, a lobby-cum-lounge social 
space. When you step out, head 
to the region’s chic eateries—
Koi, Bomra’s and A Reverie. 
(www.starwoodhotels.com; 
doubles from 7,000)

FORTALEZA SRI LANKA It has 
16 rooms across four Dutch-era 
structures (one of which used to 
be a spice warehouse) all inside 
the UNESCO World Heritage site 
of Fort Galle. All four properties, 
each a short walk from the other, 

feature a curated collection of 
objets d’art and installations that 
complement the colonial decor. 
You could spend hours sipping 
on cocktails or coffee at the 
hotel’s eponymous restaurant, 
set in a leafy courtyard, as the 
staff regales you with anecdotes 
and facts about Galle. If you’re 
seeking alone time, book No.1A 
Court Square, a one-bedroom 
suite housed on its own, next 
to the Old Dutch Hospital 
entertainment precinct. (www.
fortaleza.lk; doubles from 
LKR21,450 or 9,200)
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The pool at The Laguna, a 
Luxury Collection Resort 
& Spa, Nusa Dua, Bali



Take a trip down the ages to the reign of the Rawals of Samode by 
visiting Samode Haveli—the ancestral home of this imperial clan

Royal 
luxuries 

Over 225 years ago, the rulers 
of Samode carved an ornate 
home worthy of their royal 

stature. Every inch of the haveli was 
intricately designed with rich murals, 
elaborate tapestries and intricate 
paintings that belonged to that era. 
The expansive home was built across 
a number of levels, enveloping a range 
of traditional courtyards that gave the 
home a magnificent vibe, befitting 
the royal family. Years passed and the 
times changed but the regal aura that 
surrounded the haveli never left.

Even today, as you walk into Samode 
Haveli, you’ll find that it reverberates 
with nostalgia as it holds onto time with 
its old-world charms and introduces 
you to the lordly way of life. Partly 
occupied by the descendants of the 
noble family, the heritage property 
has been converted into a luxury hotel 
with deluxe rooms and opulent suites. 
Every room is steeped in the rich history 

of the land but at the same time it’s 
well-furnished with a mini-bar, tea and 
coffee counters, princely wardrobes, 
satellite television and plush en-suite 
bathrooms.

While the interiors give you a peek 
into the traditional arts and crafts of the 
region, the F&B options at this premier 
hotel allow you turn every meal into a 
kingly feast. The former dining hall is 
turned into a restaurant adorned by 
historic, hand-painted murals—proving 
to be a fine-dining delight. You can pick 
between a rich Rajasthani thali or tickle 
your tastebuds with the international 
flavours that are also on the menu. 
And if you’re feeling meditative, make 
your way to the veranda lounge for a 
cup of tea that is sure to soothe your 
soul. But the best way to end the day 
is by sipping on a cocktail by the grand 
pool. As you lie back on the salas (day 
beds), look up at the starry sky and 
enjoy your drink—it’s sure to make you 

raise a toast to the good life. However, 
the experience of visiting Samode Haveli 
remains incomplete without embarking 
on some recreational activities. Whether 
it is the morning walk through the pink 
city, cycling tours hosted by the hotel, 
yoga gatherings, spa retreats or an 
adventurous trip to the Jhalana Park 
Safari: there’s much to do and more to 
see. All you have to do is book your trip 
and answer the call of royalty.

For more information, call 0141-263-2407,
email reservations@samode.com
or visit www.samode.com



TO SOW THOSE WILD OATS
W GOA This one is perfect for 
those who love fashion, design 
and art and, most importantly, 
those who seek complete 
decadence. ‘Detox, Retox and 
Repeat’ is the motto at this 
hotel. Cocktails flow all day at 
the WOOBAR, which turns into 
a dance club by night, while the 
sea-facing ROCKPOOL is a great 
spot to soak up the sun or catch 
a gig by a celebrity DJ. Ask for a 
W Insider tour of Goa: visits to a 
DJ-owned recording studio, art 
galleries and indie fashion labels. 
And book a river cruise for a 
sunset party like none other. 
(www.w-goa.com; doubles from 

16,100)

LILY BEACH RESORT & SPA 
MALDIVES An island party 
in the Maldives is as easy as 
pie when you check into the 
resort’s set of six interconnected 
Beach Villas. Get the gang 
to go wreck diving and step 
underwater without getting 

your hair wet using the resort’s 
semi-submarine. Next, a session 
at the sea-facing spa, and end 
your day at the Vibes Bar for a 
party under the stars. (www.
lilybeachmaldives.com; doubles 
from MVR10,000 or 42,000)

VELAA PRIVATE ISLAND 
MALDIVES Located on the 
remote Noonu atoll, Velaa 
makes for the perfect luxury 
getaway with your crew. Host 
a private pool party at the 
sprawling four-bedroom Velaa 
Private Residence, which not 
only has its own super-size pool, 
but also a stretch of sand all 
to itself. During the day, head 
on over to the island’s private 
golf course or hire the hotel’s 
high-tech fishing boat for a day 
out on the high seas. Come 
evening, trot down into the 
Maldives’ largest wine cellar for 
a night of merrymaking. (www.
velaaprivateisland.com; doubles 
from MVR32,500 or 1,37,700)

W BALI – SEMINYAK 
INDONESIA Bali needs 
no introduction as a party 
destination. And, if you’re looking 
for a decadent party getaway 
with your bridesmaids or 
groomsmen, the tony quarter of 
Seminyak, with its local designer 
boutiques, jewellery stores, art 
galleries and lounge bars, is an 
excellent choice. But even before 
you step out, the W presents its 
own set of offerings—stellar DJs 
at the WOOBAR, a private dining 
space at 1BELOW and a Sound 
Suite where you can record your 
own cool tracks. What’s more, 
there’s a 24x7 spa just a phone 
call away. (www.wretreatbali.
com; doubles from IDR33,34,500 
or 16,140)

CANTALOUPE LEVELS  
SRI LANKA Located in 
Unawatuna and situated on 
the side of a steep cliff, with 
sweeping views of the Galle 
Fort and bay, Cantaloupe 

LEVELS is one of southern 
Sri Lanka’s hippest boutique 
hotels. Its name, LEVELS, is an 
apt description of its unique, 
stack-like design, and its cliffside 
infinity pool is unmissable. 
Designed in the style of a Miami 
beach club, the hotel lends itself 
perfectly to a long weekend with 
friends—not least because the 
popular surf and party beaches 
are a stone’s throw away! (www.
cantaloupehotels.com; doubles 
from LKR23,300 or 9,850)

THE RITZ-CARLTON, BALI 
INDONESIA Keep your 
shenanigans classy at this Ritz-
Carlton hotel. Entertainment 
options here span the spectrum  
from a calming of the nerves at 
the spa to an adrenaline-rushing 
stint of water skiing on a volcanic 
lake; a trip to ancient temples 
nearby to a high-spirited evening 
at the hotel bar. (www.ritzcarlton.
com; doubles from IDR29,75,000 
or 14,400) 
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A room at the W Goa. 
Left: a performance at 
the hotel
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FOR A FAMILY REUNION
PARK HYATT GOA RESORT 
AND SPA South Goa still 
retains an old-world Portuguese 
charm and the 260-key stay, 
with its exquisite colonial-
style architecture, is ideal for 
a family holiday or milestone 
celebration. While the adults 
unwind at the poolside bar or 
the award-winning spa, the kids 
can go crazy at Camp Hyatt. You 
could also drive to the Netraveli 
Wildlife Sanctuary or the 
Portuguese quarter of Mapusa. 
(www.goa.park.hyatt.com; 
doubles from 14,400)

RESORTS WORLD SENTOSA 
SINGAPORE The best thing 
about Sentosa Island is the 
fact that you are away from the 

bustle of the city yet not far 
from its shopping districts and 
famous night hawker centres. 
The worst thing about Sentosa 
Island is the fact that your 
brood may never want to leave, 
what with the island’s six hotels 
(Festive Hotel is the only one 
with a kids’ pool), nearly two 
dozen restaurants and bars, 
and theme park attractions 
like Universal Studios and the 
Adventure Cove Waterpark. 
(www.rwsentosa.com; doubles 
from SG$300 or 14,360 at 
Festive Hotel)

GRAND HYATT GOA Its 
proximity to the airport as 
well as its North Goa location 
make this one ideal for a party 

with the clan. Tucked away in 
a gorgeous bay in Bambolim, 
the resort o� ers 101 activities, 
including aqua zorbing, horse 
riding, para gliding, sailing and 
visits to markets and UNESCO 
World Heritage sites. It’s safe to 
say your brood will not brood. 
(www.goa.grand.hyatt.com; 
doubles from 12,500)

ADAARAN SELECT 
HUDHURANFUSHI 
MALDIVES An island-hopping 
spree, a submarine tour, a 
fi shing lesson, a lazy lagoon 
cruise, an afternoon picnic on 
the beach—these are just some 
of the things you can do at this 
165-villa island resort. A chef’s 
table at the Sunset Restaurant 

is a must-do, especially for big 
celebrations like anniversaries 
and birthdays. (www.adaaran.
com; doubles from MVR4,000 or 

17,000)

THE BARTIZAN SRI LANKA
If you’re on a budget, then The 
Bartizan is just what you need. 
At the heart of the historic 
Galle Fort, this boutique hotel’s 
tranquil courtyard is perfect for 
a lazy lunch. Sunsets are best 
enjoyed from your room with 
views of the famed ramparts 
of Galle. The hotel is walking 
distance from Galle’s many 
trendy design and fashion 
stores, and gourmet cafés. 
(www.thebartizan.com; doubles 
from LKR18,400 or 7,900) 
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An outdoor lunch at the 
Park Hyatt Goa Resort 
and Spa





WITH THE KIDS 
JUMEIRAH BEACH HOTEL 
DUBAI With its glitzy shopping 
malls and amusement parks, 
Dubai is paradise for parents and 
kids, and Jumeirah Beach Hotel, 
located in one of the emirate’s 
plushest avenues, is a stone’s 
throw from the Mall of the 
Emirates and Dubai Mall. Spend 
a morning by the hotel’s white-
sand beach or step into the 
adjoining Wild Wadi Waterpark (it 
reopens after a massive spruce-
up in February 2018) and check 
out its gravity-defying high-
speed slides. And with 21 bars 
and restaurants, neither you nor 
your tots will find a meal wanting. 
(www.jumeirah.com; doubles 
from AED935 or 16,660)

ONE&ONLY ROYAL MIRAGE 
DUBAI As you jump off the 
airplane during your skydiving 
mission—a Dubai must-do—
your tandem instructor might 
just be able to point out your 

hotel, One&Only Royal Mirage, 
which sprawls across 65 acres 
of land in The Palm Island Bay. 
The hotel boasts 1km of private 
beach where you and your kids 
can try kayaking, sailing and 
windsurfing. On-site, young 
ones can live out their Arabian 
Nights fantasies in spaces that 
lend themselves to it, while 
Dubai’s other attractions, such 
as Legoland and IMG Worlds of 
Adventure, are just a car ride 
away. (www.oneandonlyresorts.
com; doubles from AED2,000 or 

35,650)

SONEVA FUSHI MALDIVES
This uber-luxe resort in 
the Maldives is beautifully 
located bang in the middle 
of the Baa Atoll UNESCO 
Biosphere Reserve. At the 
resort, sustainable practices 
are employed to deliver the 
most unusual and memorable 
family holiday. By day, your 

little ones can learn how to 
create art using the waste that 
is generated on the island or 
how to blow glass into a variety 
of shapes. By night, they can 
peer through a telescope to 
view the solar system and learn 
all about it. And, of course, you 
can indulge the child in you, 
too; visit the on-site Chocolate 
Room, a Maldivian version of 
Willie Wonka’s chocolate factory. 
(www.soneva.com; doubles from 
MVR 1785 or 27,500)

CLUB MED BALI RESORT 
INDONESIA ‘All-inclusive 
vacation package’ is the phrase 
du jour at Club Med Bali and 
this is great if you’re travelling 
with kids. The resort lends itself 
perfectly to families as kids are 
kept busy all day with all kinds of 
cool sports, including lessons at 
the flying trapeze school. Trendy 
Nusa Dua is a superb spot to 
base yourself, and its proximity 

to the airport and the beaches of 
Kuta and Seminyak mean kids 
won’t get cranky on long drives. 
(www.clubmed.co.in; doubles 
from IDR1,20,00,000 or 58,100; 
minimum three-night stay)

THE ST. REGIS BALI RESORT 
INDONESIA Discover the 
Southeast Asian island in its 
most luxurious form, with 
butlers and their Champagne 
sabering rituals at this sanctuary 
that’s tucked away in a verdant 
nook of Nusa Dua. There’s a 
private saltwater lagoon you 
can take your young one into 
and a kids’ camp with art and 
music activities to bank on while 
you indulge in a Champagne 
brunch. When you step out of 
the luxurious confines of this 
suite and villa resort, Ubud’s 
thriving art and culture scene is 
just a short drive away. (www.
stregisbali.com; doubles from 
IDR60,30,000 or 29,250) 
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Kids on a jetty at Soneva 
Fushi, Maldives. Left: a pool 
at Soneva Fushi
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SHANGRI-LA’S 
HAMBANTOTA GOLF 
RESORT & SPA SRI LANKA
Situated on a remote stretch of 
beach off the new port town of 
Hambantota, the plush property 
boasts a designer 18-hole 
golf course and an ayurveda 
spa. Set out on foot or on a 
bicycle to explore the quaint 
coastal villages surrounding 
the resort, and visit the nearby 
Bundala National Park, home 
to nearly 200 species of birds. 
Also, the Bundala coastline is 
the breeding ground for four 

species of endangered sea 
turtles. Tread with care. (www.
shangri-la.com; doubles from 
LKR30,650 or 13,100)

SUMMER ISLAND MALDIVES
A quick 45-minute speedboat 
ride from Malé International 
Airport is Summer Island, a 
resort with a focus on ‘barefoot’ 
luxury, encouraging all guests 
to walk around the place 
sans footwear. Your kids will 
absolutely love it! The Water 
Villas give you direct access to 
the shallow lagoon, while the 

excursion centre will organise 
an island-hopping day trip for 
you or a morning of snorkelling 
or diving in the reef. (www.
summerislandmaldives.com; 
doubles from MVR7,740  
or 32,700; minimum three-
night stay)

OZEN BY ATMOSPHERE 
AT MAADHOO MALDIVES
Escape to this private island 
resort and check into the 
Earth Family pool suite, a two-
bedroom residence with its 
own plunge pool. While parents 

chill out at the spa (ask for an 
overwater treatment room) 
the kids can go out to the 
water sports centre for a bit 
of snorkelling, windsurfing or 
even amateur diving. The resort 
even has its own submarine 
experience to showcase the 
surrounding coral reefs and 
marine life. A big plus: OZEN 
follows an all-inclusive tariff 
format, which means once you 
pay, you needn’t keep tracking 
the bill. (www.ozen-maadhoo.
com; doubles from MVR14,130 
or 60,400) 

WHERE TO STAY

126Condé Nast Traveller Dec-Jan 2017-18

Villas at OZEN by 
Atmosphere at 
Maadhoo





EXPERIENCE SEEKERS
AL BALEED RESORT 
SALALAH BY ANANTARA 
OMAN The country is an 
unusual choice of luxury 
destination, but it packs in a 
massive punch in terms of 
stylish family resorts. Take 
this 136-key resort, with 
its unmistakably Arabian 
architecture and décor. Discover 
the small country through 
adventure sports and desert 
safaris. And the Al Baleed 
Archaeological Park, a UNESCO 
Word Heritage site, and the 
Museum of Frankincense are 
unmissable. (www.salalah.
anantara.com; doubles from 
AED1,260 or 22,500)

GALLE FACE HOTEL SRI 
LANKA This heritage hotel  
boasts gorgeous seaside lawns 
where you can sit for hours. Ask 
the hotel’s resident historian 
to take you on a heritage and 
art walk of the hotel—don’t 
miss the Duke of Edinburgh 

Prince Phillip’s vintage car 
on display—and by evening, 
witness the fascinating daily 
ceremony of the bagpipers 
walking to the flagpole by the 
shore and lowering the Sri 
Lankan flag at sunset. For some 
local street food, Colombo’s 
famous waterfront stretch, Galle 
Face Green is right outside the 
hotel. (www.gallefacehotel.com; 
doubles from LKR19,755 or  

8,350)

CAPE WELIGAMA SRI 
LANKA The resort offers villa 
suites that are named after 
world famous voyagers who 
visited Sri Lanka, including Ibn 
Batuta and Marco Polo. Part 
of the Sri Lankan Dilmah tea 
empire, Cape Weligama also 
offers a signature experience 
of Afternoon Ceylon High Tea, 
which is a lavish affair with a 
massive selection of gourmet 
teas as well as sweets and 
savouries. Another unmissable 

signature experience is offshore 
(available from December to 
April). Guests can head out to 
sea to spot blue whales, sperm 
whales, orcas and dolphins—
some of whom are permanent 
residents of these waters. (www.
resplendentceylon.com; doubles 
from LKR70,000 or 30,000)

SONEVA JANI MALDIVES
Enjoy the Soneva chain’s unique 
brand of hospitality—barefoot 
luxury—to truly ‘experience’ 
the island in the true sense of 
the term. Other perks include 
Cinema Paradiso, the overwater 
silent cinema, a sunrise or 
sunset astronomy experience 
or a Robinson Crusoe Castaway 
Picnic, where you are whisked 
away to spend a day on a 
deserted island. Wi-fi is available 
only in certain areas of the 
resort, encouraging you to truly 
disconnect. (www.soneva.com; 
doubles from MVR47,200 or  

1,99,700) 

AMARI HAVODDA MALDIVES
The joys of this island resort 
include a beach volleyball 
court, a dedicated diving 
centre, a garden spa and a 
vast water sports centre. 
The Overwater Pool Villa is 
an absolute indulgence, with 
direct access to the lagoon 
from your room. A great dining 
experience is guaranteed at 
Ember Robatayaki, the island’s 
fine-dining outlet, inspired by a 
traditional Japanese barbecue. 
(www.amari.com; doubles from 
MVR7,115 or 30,000)

RAYAVADEE THAILAND As 
soon as you arrive at this Krabi 
property, you realise how close 
to nature you are. The property 
is nestled in a lush green tropical 
forest, surrounded by towering 
limestone cliffs, right on the 
border of the Krabi Marine 
National Park. As a result, 
there’s a wealth of adventures to 
pursue. Hike up to one of the 
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A corridor at Galle Face Hotel. Right: a 
meal at Soneva Jani’s The Gathering, 

a restaurant hub
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DISCLAIMER:  This is an advertisement showcasing the developers intent. All the imagery published are artistic impressions of the proposed project. The developer may make variations 
and modifications in the plans/designs/dimensions as may be required/deemed necessary or advisable by the developer, without however, substantially altering the intent and the 
dimensions of the unit. The technical and material specifications mentioned are subject to change and decisions taken by the developer shall be final and binding. The developer may use 
equivalent brands at their discretion subject to availability. The project is licensed/ approved by the State Government of Himachal Pradesh and subject to changes as per government 

regulations prevalent at the time of release.

WE KNOW YOUR EXPECTATIONS, WE ARE HERE.

NOTHING COMES BETWEEN THE MAJESTIC 

HIMALAYAS AND YOU

125 All Suite, 5 StAr Hotel & HeAltH reSort



island’s many waterfalls, ramble 
through the jungle on elephant 
back or climb 1,000 steps to 
arrive at the magnificent Tiger 
Cave Temple. (www.rayavadee.
com; doubles from THB19,540 
or 38,300)

THE ST. REGIS MALDIVES 
VOMMULI RESORT This 
remote island idyll, accessible 
by seaplane, features 77 
beach, garden and overwater 
bungalows, each with a private 
pool and butler. Adventure 
junkies should make use of the 
on-site dive centre, which can 
organise underwater excursions 
as well as parasailing. Those 
who like their athletics a bit 
calmer can try aerial yoga, while 
those who want to try fine wines 
should head down to Decanter, 

the beautiful, well-stocked wine 
cellar for dinner. But if you just 
want to sip an Island Mary at 
the Whale Bar and stare at the 
sunset, we won’t judge. (www.
stregismaldives.com; doubles 
from MVR21,200 or 89,400)

SIX SENSES SAMUI 
THAILAND A 6km drive from 
Koh Samui airport, the hotel 
is strategically located on a 
hillside with sweeping views 
of the Gulf of Thailand. While 
sustainable luxury is the resort’s 
USP, guests are encouraged 
to step out and experience the 
destination as well. Try a sunrise 
kayak to the neighbouring Som 
Island, a traditional cooking 
class or, on a more serious 
note, join one of the beach or 
temple clean-up initiatives that 

are conducted regularly. (www.
sixsenses.com; doubles from 
TBH10,300 or 3,43,730)

ONE&ONLY REETHI RAH 
MALDIVES Swim with a whale 
shark, a gentle giant that’s 
billed as the world’s largest fish 
and can grow to nearly 40ft, 
in the waters off this idyllic 
paradise. Or float alongside 
manta rays and sea turtles 
at the Rasafari Protected 
Marine Area. Either way it’s 
bound to be an experience of 
a lifetime, after which, you can 
be forgiven for wanting to do 
nothing more than put up your 
feet and sip on a cocktail on 
your beach villa’s verandah. 
(www.oneandonlyresorts.com; 
doubles from MVR29,300 or  

1,24,000)

SOFITEL KRABI 
PHOKEETHRA GOLF AND 
SPA RESORT THAILAND At 
this golf resort on the island 
of Krabi, Thai hospitality is 
perfectly combined with the 
ethos of the French hotel chain. 
Oh, and did we mention that 
the property has one of the 
largest swimming pools in Asia, 
a staggering 75,350sq ft! If 
you can pull yourself out of the 
pool,  there’s lots to do on the 
island of Krabi, but we say hire 
a private boat and head out to 
the undiscovered islands in the 
vicinity. Or, you could simply 
pass time by practising your 
swing on the hotel’s exclusive 
9-hole golf course. (www.
sofitelkrabiphokeethra.com; 
doubles from TBH6,100 
or 11,950) 
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A hammock at a Water 
Villa of the One&Only 
Reethi Rah, Maldives



T his is where traditions meet 
novelties. Where the past meets 
the present. It’s where the 

sweetness of hospitality merges with 
the salty sea breeze. Only to give you an 
experience you’ll remember forever—at 
Galle Face Hotel, Colombo.

Built in 1864, this majestic structure 
does not just hold the title of a heritage 
site, it’s also the first hotel in the 
country to make an appearance on 
postage stamps. So it’s no wonder that 
international travellers are pinning this 
hotel on their must-visit lists. What’s 
more, it’s got something unique for all 
kinds of travellers. 

While culture enthusiasts can marvel 
upon the stories of its rich past by 
visiting the in-house museum and other 

architectural highlights, families can 
explore Sri Lanka with the help of the 
Galle Face Hotel Expeditions Team. But 
that’s not all. Whether you want to play 
a game of Croquet—traditionally played 
at the hotel since its inception, enjoy the 
services of the soon-to-be-launched 
L’Occitane spa, or laze in the one-of-
a-kind salt swimming pool—whatever 
your interests might be, there’s always 
something new to do at this five-star 
property. Keeping in line with the 
hotel’s iconic image, the dining options 
do justice to its name. A cup of tea 
at The Verandah is ideal for the soul-
searching traveller. And if you’re looking 
at experimenting with an innovative 
European menu, try The 1864 Restaurant 
and Wine Cellar. This 150 year old 

restaurant has catered to monarchs and 
world leaders in the past and is carrying 
forward the quality of its standard since 
then. But your experience at the hotel 
is incomplete if you haven’t tried the 
delectable Sri Lankan seafood at Sea 
Spray.  All in all, the mouth-watering food, 
immersive experiences and inspiring 
architecture makes Galle Face Hotel the 
perfect spot for a big fat Indian wedding 
or even hosting a company offsite. 

Now you know, that when we said 
that this hotel has something unique for 
everyone, we meant it. All you have to do 
is arrive, the expert concierge will take 
over from there. 

For more information, 
visit www.gallefacehotel.com

Sri Lanka’s landmark 
Besides being Sri Lanka’s pride, Galle Face 
Hotel, Colombo is a heritage structure 
with a colonial past—one that embraces 
contemporary experiences and engages you 
with them



WELLNESS JUNKIES
THE RITZ-CARLTON 
OKINAWA JAPAN If you’re in 
need of some quality time at the 
spa, then a stay at this swanky 
property is just what the doctor 
ordered. The Ritz-Carlton Spa 
by ESPA has its own dedicated 
wing in the hotel, where it offers 
a host of western and Oriental 
treatments and rituals. Japanese 
wellness rituals are the main 
focus here, with treatments like 
the Ryukyu Nature Elements 
massage that makes use of sea 
clay and sea salts. A must-try 
is the Okinawan Shiatsu-style 
massage, conducted outdoors, 
in a cabana constructed in the 
middle of the forest. (www.
ritzcarlton.com; doubles from 
JPY30,900 or 17,900)

SIX SENSES NINH VAN BAY 
VIETNAM Tucked away in a 
quiet corner of picturesque Ninh 
Van Bay, and overlooking the 
East Vietnam Sea, the resort 

offers its signature Six Senses 
Integrated Wellness, a holistic 
programme that’s customised to 
your needs after an exhaustive 
consultation with your therapist. 
This includes a combination of 
fitness routines and massage 
therapies for complete wellness. 
Yoga also plays an important 
part here, including aerial yoga, 
which blends breathing and 
meditation with gymnastics, 
and Acu-Yoga, a combination of 
yoga and acupuncture. (www.
sixsenses.com; doubles from 
MVR9,810 or 41,540)

THE FORTRESS RESORT 
AND SPA SRI LANKA The 
trendy southern coast, just 
outside the historic walled 
city of Galle, is dotted with 
colonial-style villas and resorts. 
And the 53-room Fortress 
Resort and Spa, inspired by the 
architecture of Galle’s Dutch 
fort, is arguably the best of them. 

The boutique stay features a 
large spa and ayurveda centre 
where traditional treatments 
like udvartana, which helps to 
eliminate body fat, are offered. 
Yoga and meditation sessions 
are also conducted here. (www.
fortressresortandspa.com; 
doubles from LKR30,665 or  

13,100) 

ANANTARA PEACE HAVEN 
TANGALLE RESORT SRI 
LANKA Rejuvenate and unwind 
at this Anantara property in 
Tangalle, southern Sri Lanka. At 
the dedicated spa building, you 
can enjoy a holistic programme, 
Balance Wellness by Anantara. 
This includes tai chi and 
hatha yoga in addition to body 
treatments. The resort regularly 
welcomes visiting wellness 
specialists who conduct private 
sessions on holistic healing. 
The chefs also have a wellness 
cuisine option for those on the 

programmes. (www.tangalle.
anantara.com; doubles from 
LKR35,640 or 15,000)

BANYAN TREE PHUKET 
THAILAND Winner of 
numerous international awards, 
the Banyan Tree Phuket’s spa 
focuses on ayurvedic healing, 
along with traditional Thai 
wellness rituals, conducted in 
breathtaking outdoor pavilions. 
Yoga and meditation sessions 
are conducted in their own 
pavilion, while the holistic Sense 
of Rejuvenation programme 
offers a mix of massages, 
meditation and fitness modules. 
If you can bring yourself to, 
take time out from all of these 
sessions to explore Phuket’s 
local markets, hidden lagoons, 
rivers and hiking trails, or go on 
an elephant trek through the 
forest. (www.banyantree.com; 
doubles from TBH17,500 or  

34,300) 
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The pool at The Fortress 
Resort and Spa. Left: a spa 
session in progress at the 
Banyan Tree Phuket
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A CELEBRATION OF THE BEST 
IN MEN’S FASHION AND STYLE

# V H X G Q F a s h i o n N i g h t s

IRRFAN KHAN for Rajesh Pratap Singh

ANIL KAPOOR for Raghavendra Rathore

DINO MOREA for Van Heusen

SHAHID KAPOOR for Gaurav Gupta
VIDYUT JAMMWAL for Van Heusen

for Sahil Aneja
AYUSHMANN 

for Shantanu & Nikhil
RADHIKA APTE



HERITANCE NEGOMBO  
SRI LANKA The seaside retreat  
a short hop from Colombo’s 
Bandaranaike International 
Airport, and by its own 
admission, “30 seconds from 
the Indian Ocean”, is perfect 
for a quickie. Its 139 rooms 
come with all sorts of mod 
cons, including complimentary 
wi-fi and hypoallergenic pillows. 
There’s a great rooftop spa that 
features hot tubs with sea views 
and might well be the highlight 
of your trip. And then there’s 
B-Bums (you know what that 
means), where bartenders make 
repeat order-worthy cocktails. 
Bliss. (www.heritancehotels. 
com; doubles from LKR31,500 or  

13,350)

HIDEAWAY BEACH RESORT 
& SPA MALDIVES A long 
weekend in the Maldives is 
always a good idea, especially 

if you’re short on time and not 
up for a long flight. And if you 
love waters that are so brilliantly 
blue that it almost hurts your 
eyes. Escape to the idyllic 
shores of this resort, in the Haa 
Alifu atoll. Laze in your Ocean 
Villa and, if you feel like it, jump 
off it for a swim. Practise your 
forehand and backhand moves 
with a game of tennis, snorkel, 
dive into the deep blue or go 
game fishing on a private yacht. 
Unplug, unwind, repeat. (www.
hideawaybeachmaldives.com; 
doubles from MVR9,500 or  

40,200)

NOVOTEL GOA SHREM 
HOTEL Whether you’re 
planning a getaway with family, 
friends, your partner or even on 
your own, the newly renovated 
rooms at this hotel are great for 
a weekender. When you’re not 
relaxing by the pool or letting 

a spa therapist unknot your 
shoulders, you can explore the 
fabulous restaurant scene in 
Candolim or hop across to the 
Saturday Night Market in Anjuna. 
Settle in for Sunday morning 
cocktails at the swim-up bar or 
enjoy a leisurely Sunday brunch 
at the hotel’s buzzing all-day 
eatery, Square. (www.novotel.
com; doubles from 7,400)

SOFITEL BALI NUSA DUA 
BEACH RESORT INDONESIA
Pamper yourself at the So Spa, 
work out at the So Fit fitness 
centre, or just chill in your 
incredibly elegant room. No 
matter what you choose to do, 
the lavish premises of Sofitel’s 
Bali property are suitable. Nusa 
Dua, where the sprawling resort 
is located, boasts magnificent 
white-sand-palm-fringed 
beaches, perfect for a weekend 
in the sun as well as fun 

boutiques. Grab a Martini and 
watch the sun set at the chic 
Le Bar, which also does a range 
of gourmet bar snacks. (www.
sofitel.com; IDR20,20,500 or 

9,785)

AVANI BENTOTA RESORT 
& SPA SRI LANKA If you’re 
looking for a seaside escape 
outside of, but close to, India 
consider this resort on the 
island’s western coast, and 
110km down a smooth-as-
silk highway. You could go 
wakeboarding or windsurfing, 
get a languorous massage and 
lounge by the pool. If you get 
restless, sign up for a boat safari 
through the dense Madu Ganga 
mangroves, where you can spot 
crocodiles as well as kingfishers 
and other varieties of bird that 
call these parts home. (www.
minorhotels.com; doubles from 
LKR19,000 or 8,000)

FOR A QUICK BREAK
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A beach ball by the pool at 
Novotel Goa Shrem Hotel. 
Left: a room at the Sofitel 
Bali Nusa Dua Beach Resort
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HOTEL SAINT CECILIA, AUSTIN
“Owner Liz Lambert transformed the whole 

neighbourhood with this place. There’s a 
huge library of vinyls behind the front desk 

and every room has a turntable. I'd listen 
to records all day.” (www.hotelsaintcecilia.

com; doubles from US$435 or 28,340)

THE CLARENCE, DUBLIN
“This was where I stayed when I had to perform 
at a Tenacious D [Jack’s band] concert. It’s a 
cosy little nook in Temple Bar, which has a great 
music and culture scene. You walk down the 
street and hear fi ve bands leading singalongs 
inside the pubs.” (www.theclarence.ie; doubles 
from €110 or 8,400)

POST 
RANCH INN, 
CALIFORNIA
“My wife and I got 
married here. You walk 
out of your room, which 
is more like a little cottage from The Lord of 
The Rings, and you can see whales go by. A 
lot of writers come here to make the magic 
happen.” (www.postranchinn.com; doubles 
from US$875 or 57,000)

COMO METROPOLITAN LONDON
“I stayed here when I fi rst played in the UK. I 
loved the Japanese restaurant called Nobu 
inside—I could order a bento box up to my 
room.” (www.comohotels.com; doubles from 
£330 or 28,200)

WHERE TO STAY

CHATEAU MARMONT, LOS ANGELES
“The Chateau’s so rich in Hollywood history, plus 
you walk in and you’re struck by the architecture. 

It has a haunted-house feel that reminds me of 
Rosemary’s Baby, but I really like the super-comfy 

red-velvet sofas and the legendary outdoor 
restaurant.” (www.chateaumarmont.com; doubles 

from US$910 or 59,400)
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“YOU WALK OUT 
OF YOUR ROOM 

AND YOU CAN SEE 
WHALES GO BY”

COMING SOON: Jack Black’s next fi lm Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle, 
an update of the 1995 hit Jumanji

Bed-hopping with JACK B� CK
The comedy-rock singer and star of Shallow Hal and the upcoming 

Jumanji sequel picks his favourite boltholes
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Romance means different things 
to different people. For some, 
it’s about learning new things 

and growing with the one you love. For 
others, it’s about spending moments 
of togetherness, away from the 
maddening crowds. But whatever 
you’re looking for on a dream holiday 
for two, you’ll find it in the exotic island 
nation of Seychelles. Untouched, 
uncrowded and non-commercial, 
Seychelles is not your typical tourist 
destination. This archipelago of 115 
secluded isles is ensconced in the 
Indian Ocean, right off east Africa.
It’s where the soul-calming roar and 
crash of the lazuli waters meet with 
azure skies; and the powder white 
beaches conspire with the glistening 
emerald palms to offer a slice of 
paradise that’s perfect for some “us 
time.” And if that isn’t enough, here are 
five reasons why you should visit these 
shimmering atolls:

1. LUXURY THAT LOVES YOU
If barefoot luxury is your thing, then 
Seychelles spoils you silly with some 
of the world’s best resorts. You can 
always immerse yourself in the 
unrestricted pampering offered by 
hotels like MAIA Luxury Resort & 
Spa, Four Seasons Resort, Constance 
Ephelia Resort and Hilton Seychelles 
Northolme Resort & Spa. Or, explore 
private island resorts like Frégate 

Seychelles is what 
Robinson Crusoe fantasies 

are made of, except that 
instead of a man-Friday 

at your beck and call, you 
have an entire hotel staff 

offering one-of-a-kind 
services, round-the-clock

Isle of Romance
Whether it’s a honeymoon or a romantic escape, consider 
Seychelles. With sun-kissed beaches, coral islands and some of 
the best luxury hotels, it promises a getaway that will be etched in 
your mind forever 



Untouched, uncrowded 
and non-commercial, 
Seychelles is not your 

typical tourist destination

Island, North Island and Six 
Senses Zil Pasyon. It’s what 
Robinson Crusoe fantasies are 
made of, except that instead 
of a man-Friday at your beck 
and call, you have an entire 
hotel staff offering one-of-a 
kind services, round-the-
clock. Not to forget, these 
hotels also come with world-
class amenities like spas and 
specialty restaurants.

2. ISLAND AMORE
Scattered like jewels in the 
ocean, the islands of Seychelles will 
enchant you with its friendly people, 
breathtaking beauty, turquoise lagoons 
and soft sandy beaches. While Mahé, 
is the country’s cultural hub, it also has 
some of the most popular beaches. 
Praslin, a 15-minute flight away from 
Mahé, works at a much slower pace. 
One of the finest examples of a tropical 
island, rich with tropical flora and 
fauna, it is also home to the UNESCO 
world heritage site of Valle De Mai. La 
Digue, the fourth largest island, but 
the smallest of the three, captures the 
Indian Ocean like no other. Boasting 
the world’s most photographed beach, 
Anse Source d’Argent, it provides the 
perfect setting for a romantic getaway.

3. BEACH FOR TWO
With verdant palms as your only 
witness, imagine walking hand-in-hand 
along the shoreline or writing love 
letters in the sand and watching the 
waves carry them into the depths of 
the ocean. Well, that’s how secluded 
some of the beaches, like Anse Royale, 
Anse Takamaka and Anse Intendance 

are. But if you’re looking for 
activity head to Beau Vallon 
beach in Mahé and indulge in 
water sports.

4. ROMANTIC ESCAPADES
Seychelles is a treat for 
nature lovers who are in love 
with each other. With its 
tropical landscape, it offers 
enough and more hiking and 
trekking trails. Whether it’s 
Curieuse Island, Denis Island 
or La Digue Island, there 
are hidden spots that offer 

surreal views of the Indian Ocean. 

5. SUNSETS FOR SWEETHEARTS
Being close to the equator, Seychelles 
offers breathtaking sunsets, which are 
celebrated by most beach properties 
who organise sundowners. If you’re 
in Praslin, head to Anse Georgette. 
The luxury hotel Constance Lemuria 
organises charming sundowners where 
you can raise a toast to each other. 
Perhaps even renew your wedding 
vows, wrapped in each other’s arms as 
the blue sky gives way to amber and 
purple hues. 

For more information, visit
www.seychelles.travelPH
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JAPAN’S BEST BARS

CHANDIGARH’S 
NEW GROOVE
CALIFORNIA’S 

FOODIE HAVEN

HOT NEW 
HOTELS!
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oad trip sav

ed my marriage & other true stories 
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Clockwise from top left: inside of The 
Table; view from the Gateway; inside 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus; inside 

Sabyasachi Couture; Boman Kohinoor of 
Britannia; home décor at Shazé
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SAN FRANCISCO TOKYO MUMBAI BERLIN

LOVE THY
NEIGHBOURHOOD

As cities change and grow faster than ever before, we profile six 
areas that explorers should visit

FOR ARCHITECTURE
FORT, MUMBAI In south Mumbai’s Fort precinct, majestic 
buildings and cobbled streets make a grand backdrop for traditional 
business hub. Over coffee at The Taj Mahal Palace, Mumbai’s 
Sea Lounge (www.taj.tajhotels.com), pause to remember that the 
historic Gateway of India opposite is actually two decades younger 
than the hotel. Head to Chatterjee & Lal (www.chatterjeeandlal.
com), one of a cluster of art galleries on Arthur Bunder Road. In 
the vicinity is Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Vastu Sangrahalaya
(www.csmvs.in). Like the Gateway and the Taj, the museum is built 
in the Indo-Saracenic Revival style. Stop by the National Gallery 
of Modern Art (www.ngmaindia.gov.in), grab a bite at The Table 
(www.thetable.in) or catch a film at the Art Deco Regal Cinema
(www.regalcinema.in). Step along to the Kala Ghoda art district, 
and hang at Kala Ghoda Café (www.kgcafe.in) and concept shops 
like Nicobar (www.nicobar.com) and Shazé (www.shaze.in). For 
high-end retail, visit Sabyasachi Couture (www.sabyasachi.com), 
Gaurav Gupta (www.gauravguptastudio.com) and Nirav Modi
(www.niravmodi.com). Binge on seafood at Trishna (www.trishna.
co.in). Gothic delights beckon with the David Sassoon Library
(www.davidsassoonlibrary.com) and St Thomas Cathedral (022 
2202 4482), neighbours to India’s first Starbucks (www.starbucks.
in) and outposts of Hermès (en.stores.hermes.com) and Christian 
Louboutin (us.christianlouboutin.com). Head to leafy Ballard Estate 
for berry pulao at Britannia (022 2261 5264) and a trip to Wayword 
& Wise (www.facebook.com/waywordandwise), the area’s 
bookstore. And don’t miss a trip to  the Victorian Gothic Revival 
marvel that is Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus. SAUMYA ANCHERI
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AFTER HOURS
LA JUARÉZ, MEXICO CITY At the turn  
of the 20th century, La Juaréz was home to 
the city’s wealthy, who built French-inspired 
mansions. Many were abandoned after 
the revolution, more destroyed in the 1985 
earthquake, but now these grand old buildings 
have been reimagined as art galleries like 
Marso (www.marso.com.mx) and Galeria 
Karen Huber (www.karen-huber.com) or 
hot restaurants like  Havre 77 (www.havre77.
com) or Kyo (+52 55 5511 8027) for sushi. 
Between them are two of the city’s best cafés, 
Farmacia Internacional (+52 55 5086 6220) 
and Rompeolas (www.facebook.com/pg/
rompeolascafe), brews and bikes at the DFCC
(www.dfcc.mx) and bands and cocktails at 
Bukowski’s (www.pendulo.com). But it’s once 
the sun sets that La Juaréz really comes into 
its own. Sip an Old Fashioned at Cicatriz Café
(+52 55 4041 7931), then feast on beef tartare 
at Amaya (www.amayamexico.com). Try killer 
Negronis at speakeasy Hanky Panky (+52 
55 9155 0958) or Taberna Luciferina (www.
tabernaluciferina.com), live jazz and blues 
at Parker and Lenox (+52 55 7893 3140), or 
DJs and botanical cocktails at Xaman (www.
xaman.bar). Then head to mansion-clubs 
Mono (www.mono.am) or the Americana 
Club Social (www.americanaclub.mx) to 
dance until dawn. VENETIA THOMPSON
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Clockwise from top 
left: Jair Téllez 
and Milena Pezzi, 
owners of Amaya 
in Mexico City; 
inside Jay Jeffers 
in San Francisco; 
Liholiho Yacht 
Club at San 
Francisco; inside 
Mr Holmes 
Bakehouse in San 
Francisco; 
Hummingbird 
Garden at the 
Tilden Hotel in 
San Francisco

TECH IT UP A NOTCH
TENDERNOB, SAN FRANCISCO The Tenderloin has 
traditionally been the part of town your friends warn you about. 
The name comes from the days when policemen were paid more 
to work its streets, thereby affording them better cuts of meat. 
Wander a few blocks north and you’re in disputed land between 
seedy, downtown San Fran and bourgeoise Nob Hill. Some say 
Upper Tenderloin, others insist Lower Nob Hill; the compromise 
is the rather unfortunately named Tendernob. This is where off-
the-boat techies are coding their first start-ups. To coax these 
wannabe Mark Zuckerbergs out of their hoodies, former US 
Vogue fashion news editor Emily Holt’s concept store, Hero Shop
(www.heroshopsf.com), is full of a clever mix of labels (Rosetta 
Getty, Creatures of the Wind). Along the street is Jay Jeffers
(www.jayjeffers.com), which offers vintage-inspired furniture. 
And around the corner, the croissants and cakes at Mr Holmes 
Bakehouse (www.mrholmesbakehouse.com) are usually sold out 
by 2pm. Follow Hawaiian-Cali fusion at Liholiho Yacht Club (www.
liholihoyachtclub.com) with tropical sips and coffee-milk-caramel 
waffles at Louie’s Gen-Gen Room. Bar-crawl Geary Street for more 
down-to-earth cool: keep an eye out for Rye (www.ryesf.com) 
behind the sliding door; at Rum & Sugar (+1 41 5 9137949), staff 
behind the copper bar wear ‘Tenderloin & Proud’ tees. And with 
Reddit now in the neighbourhood, across from the Tilden Hotel
(www.tildenhotel.com), it can only grow as the digi-developer’s top 
spot for keeping it real. LAURA CHUBB
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FOR THE BEACH
FRESHWATER, SYDNEY  Although only a short drive from the 
city’s glass towers, Sydney’s Northern Beaches district feels hours 
away. Any given Saturday is like a holiday in the area’s Freshwater: a 
morning dip in the 50m pool carved into the rocks, overlooking the 
beach, is best followed by an almond turmeric chai latte at Cruise
Espresso (www.cruiseespresso.com) or locally roasted coffee from 
Mrs Jones the Baker (www.mrsjonesthebaker.com.au). A surfer-
hipster vibe prevails; guys dressed in Cos wear socks and sandals 
Japanese-style, fresh from ‘being at one’ with the ocean. This is the 
birthplace of Australian surfing, where Hawaiian Duke Kahanamoku 
first demonstrated the sport in 1914. To buy a hand-shaped board 
today, stop at Apparel Collective (www.theapparelcollective.com). 
Two stores down, Bertie (www.bertie.com.au) stocks Australian 
designers such as Hansen & Gretel in its pink and green store, and 
at sister boutique 23 Albert (www.23albert.com.au), Maison Balzac 
candles sit alongside high-end labels, including Alexander Wang and 
Jac + Jack. For an afternoon kickback, Manly Spirits Co distillery
(www.manlyspirits.com.au) and breweries such as Nomad (www.
nomadwine.com.au) and 4 Pines (www.4pinesbeer.com.au) are 
just over the hill. But you don’t need to stray far from the beach 
for a drink: JB & Sons (www.jbandsons.com.au) does Margaritas 
and burgers, while Stowaway (www.stowawaybar.com) turns out 
bourbon wings and craft beers. Closer still, Pilu (www.pilu.com.
au) pairs glasses of naturally fermented orange wine with views of 
crashing waves. In the restaurant proper, Sardinian Giovanni Pilu 
dishes up silky lengths of pappardelle. FREYA HERRING
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Clockwise from top left: a display at 
Apparel Collective; Freshwater 

Beach; guests at Cruise Espresso   
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Tropical spa resorts are increasingly 

becoming à la mode tourist destinations 

with their multiple therapeutic and 

rejuvenating retreats. There is a 

resurgence of interest in Indian Spa 

scenario with global standard resorts 

opening doors in India contributing 

significantly to India’s foreign exchange. 

The conveniences of easy accessibility, 

world-class luxury and amenities that 

have created a mark amongst internation-

al travelers have made discerning Indian 

customers sit up and take notice.

Leveraging the natural beauty of the 

Himalayan surroundings, with it’s pristine 

air and good weather year round, 

Himalayan wellness spa concepts which 

provides luxurious, personalised 

treatments designed to promote emotion-

al and physical well-being became the 

saviour for those seeking refuge from the 

vagaries of everyday urban life, irrespec-

tive of the cities they are in. 

Improved accessibility with lane widening 

of the national highway and expansion of 

the Shimla airport, is rapidly changing the 

scenario with newer players who are 

showing serious interest in the location. 

Inspired by the region’s serenity, 

tremendous potential, a landmark 

development is set to come up just about 

north of Shimla, about 16 kms from the 

Shimla Airport. When complete, this 

project would feature a world class,125 

all suite, spa resort, that is designed to 

provide exceptional spa experience 

amidst magnificent, sweeping panoramic 

views of the majestic Himalayan range.

Set atop a 54 acre masterplanned hill 

development called Amila Hills, it is 

inspired by world class mountain resort 

towns like those that dot the European 

Alps landscape. Says Mr. Manpreet Singh, 

Director, Amila Group, “This project when 

built would be an engineering and 

ecological statement that will put India 

firmly on the Global Spa Tourism map. 

The design, planning and engineering is 

aimed to ensure and demonstrates that 

development, luxury and sustainability 

can harmoniously co-exist, without 

compromising or overshadowing each 

other.”

The vision of providing a world class 

destination for the discerning elite has 

been the driving force that inspires Amila 

group. Stated to open doors to guests in 

late 2019, Amila Himalayas has been 

designed by a team of leading architectur-

al practices and technical consultants 

from around the world. Through affliations 

with global operators, the concept is 

positioned to set new benchmarks for 

luxury and sustainability. 

- For more details, visit the website 

www.amila.in

Discerning urban Indian travellers are discovering new and luxurious experiences 
closer to home over conventional international destinations. It is about time that 
new, global standard destinations are designed and built close to home.

DESIGNING A HIMALAYAN PARADISE
Mr. Manpreet Singh, Director, Amila Hills

“A 125 all-suite 
Himalayan spa & 5 
Star health resort, set 
to open in 2019, will 
o�er an 
extraordinary level of 
style and comfort in 
an ecologically 
designed luxury 
development.”
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FOR SHOPPING
TOMIGAYA, TOKYO The dress code here 
matches tattoos with a Mittan hemp coat from 
craft selector Archivando (www.archivando.
jp) and Wakouwa gym shoes from Anatomica
(www.anatomica.jp), with house plants from 
florist-café-clothing store Pivoine (www.
pivoine-jp.com) as accessories. Base camp 
for the new faces is Oslo import Fuglen (www.
fuglen.no)—a coffee shop by day, cocktail bar 
by night. A few doors away, Fuglen curator 
Wakiko Fukuda sells Nordic houseware at 
Norwegian Icons (www.norwegianicons.
no). Old-time locals now share their area with 
artisanal cheese makers like Shibuya Cheese 
Stand (www.cheese-stand.com); bean-to-bar 
chocolatier Minimal (www.mini-mal.tokyo) has 
labels telling the origin, harvest and roast date. 
And sandwich savant Hayato Naruse  smokes 
lamb and rolls tamagoyaki in Camelback
(www.facebook.com/pg/camelback.tokyo), 
the takeaway he runs with barista Keitaro 
Suzuki (there’s another pocket-sized coffee 
stop at Little Nap). Siblings Teruhiko and 
Wakako Saito’s natural-wine bistro Ahiru 
Store (+81 03 5454 2146) was a decade ahead 
of the pack and is still the hardest place to get 
a seat. Its gastro-rival is Path (+81 03 6407 
0011), an all-day eatery where brunch means 
fluffy Dutch pancakes topped with prosciutto 
and burrata. NICHOLAS COLDICOTT

FOR ART’S SAKE
SCHÖNEBERG, BERLIN In the streets around Potsdamer 
Strasse, strip clubs and sex shops have made way for 
avant-garde galleries. Here, the northern fringes of 
Berlin’s Schöneberg are emerging as the most exciting 
contemporary arts hub in a city synonymous with creativity. 
It’s not just curators who are taking advantage of the cheap 
rent. Artistic synergies have inspired a wave of boutiques 
that could be mistaken for exhibition spaces. Case in point: 
Andreas Murkudis (www.andreasmurkudis.com), a hyper-
curated concept store in a former printing warehouse. In 
April, art dealer Esther Schipper (www.estherschipper.
com) transformed a concrete space into an airy art gallery, 
with video and light installations bathed by skylights. Next 
door, London gallerist Blain Southern (www.blainsouthern.
com) showcases mind-bending art that lures a mix of 
coders, former ravers and collectors. And blocks away, 
Urban Nation (www.urban-nation.com), which opened 
in September, showcases an explosion of graffiti artists. 
Bringing it all into focus is Brillenschatz (www.brillenschatz.
de), Abdullah Demir’s eyeglass emporium, which houses 
thousands of vintage shades. Meanwhile, Panama (www.
oh-panama.com) dishes up seasonal plates surrounded by, 
what else, contemporary art. ELIOT STEIN

Clockwise from top 
left: inside 
Panama, Berlin; 
the Urban 
National Gallery, 
Berlin; a dish at 
Panama; at Path, 
Tokyo; the Blain 
Southern gallery 
in Berlin
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To know more and book your services, log on to: www.pranaam.csia.in
For enquiries: guest.services@gvk.com | +91 2266851222 | +91 8879992399

For corporate memberships: corporate.services@gvk.com | +91 8879992391 | +91 8879992392

AIRPORT MEET AND ASSIST SERVICES
Travel in style with us!

Experience luxurious airport hospitality whether you are travelling alone 
or in a group at Chhatrapati Shivaji International Airport, Mumbai 

DEPARTURE SERVICES ARRIVAL SERVICES

LOUNGE SERVICESTRANSIT SERVICES

Download app:PranaamServicespranaamgvkPranaamgvkguestservices



If you’re lucky, an airport does one thing really well. Maybe it has painless security. Or robot assistants. Even 
just free wi-fi. Now imagine if every part of the experience was optimised for ultimate efficiency. Joseph 

Bien-Kahn searched terminals around the world for the smartest innovations to create the airport of your 
dreams. At this Frankenport, you might even want to show up early 

THE ULTIMATE AIRPORT OF TOMORROW

EXPRESS CHECK-
IN Kempegowda 
International Airport, 
Bengaluru, India. In 
2018, passengers will 
be able to rely on 
Aadhaar and biometric 
checks to trim the 
screening process 
by 15 minutes. 

EASY DROP-OFF
Hong Kong 
International 
Airport. With this 
airport-bound 
express train, you 
can drop your bags 
at the station up to 
a day before your 
flight and they’ll be 
loaded right onto 
your plane.

FREE WI-FI
Clinton National 
Airport, 
Arkansas, USA.
It’s superfast and 
it’s superfree.

ROBOT HELPERSTokyo 
Haneda Airport, Japan.
Can’t track down a 
human attendant? Rent a 
Robohon—a robot that can 
act as a smartphone and tour 
guide, conversing in English, 
Japanese or Mandarin.

SPEEDY SECURITY Hartsfield-
Jackson Atlanta International, 
USA. Delta’s ‘innovation lanes’, 
allow passengers to place items 
in bins while a parallel conveyor 
belt replenishes each station 
with empty ones.

NO-HASSLE SCANS
Amsterdam Airport 
Schiphol, The Netherlands.
Not only does CT scanning 
tech score highest in threat 
detection for carry-ons, you 
can leave liquids and laptops 
in your bag. Huzzah! 

AUTOMATIC VERIFICATION
Dubai International Airport, UAE

Walk through a virtual aquarium 
tunnel and look around at the fish, 

as 80 cameras scan passengers’ 
faces to check against existing 

biometric data.

BLUETOOTH BEACONS
Miami International Airport, 
USA. Emitters send gate info, 
directions, and dining recos 
to the airport’s app on your 
phone, based on your location 
inside the terminal. 

SPACE-BASED AIR 
TRAFFIC CONTROL
Canadian airports 
Canada has the best 
air traffic control, and 
now it’s launching 
radar trackers into 
space to chart 
shorter routes and 
safer passage.

SMART BAGGAGE
Calgary International 
Airport, Canada. Each 
checked bag—tracked 
via microchip—gets to 
its loading area in less 
than 10 minutes. The 
system also transfers 
luggage seamlessly 
between connecting 
flights.

ALL-IN-ONE 
TERMINAL
Beijing Daxing 
International 
Airport, China.
The facility, opening 
in 2019, is organised 
around a central 
shopping area.

AIRPORTS 
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Canada –� e hottest 
place this winter 

Canada in winter is hot! Though temperatures may 
be cool, Canada is the hippest place for a winter 

wonderland break. There’s art. There’s sport. There are 
art and sport together. There are spectacular shows. 

There are award-winning restaurants. And there’s 
snow! Nobody does winter like Canada 



CITYSCAPES
TORONTO TIDINGS
Toronto is a fantastic place to visit 
at any time of year. But in winter, it 
puts on its best foot forward and 
dazzles! From outdoorsy adventures 
to warming up with a glass of wine 
before a theatre show, Toronto sparkles 
under its Christmas lights. Between 
the ‘Ice Breakers’ outdoor art festival, 
ice rinks and tobogganing slopes cross 
the city, and the eclectic shops and 
eateries around West Queen West, and 
a brilliant Christmas market, Toronto’s 
got you covered! 

MONTREAL MUSINGS
Montreal is a city par excellence. Its 
name is said to derive from Mount Royal, 
the triple-peaked hill in the heart of the 
city. The French-speaking, ultra-cool 
cultural mecca of Canada, its quaint 
cobbled streets sit prettily against tall 
commercial buildings. Stroll through 
Montréal, Québec City as you practice 

your francais -  a morning “Bonjour!”  will 
endear you to the locals! Art and culture 
are in every nook and corner, and it’s 
little wonder that the amazingly original 
Cirque du Soleil began here. To really get 
a taste of the French-Canadian culture, 
try a maple ta� y on snow, a delicious 
candy made of Canada’s famous maple 
syrup or tasty tourtière, a meat-fi lled pie 
with a buttery crust to keep you warm in 
the winter chill. 

ASTOUNDING ALBERTA
Alberta is a strong contender to be one 
of the most breathtaking places on the 
Earth. It has the rugged beauty of the 
Canadian Rockies. It has sparkling, clear 
aqua lakes surrounded by lush forests of 
aspen, pine and spruce.  It has prairies 
and rolling grasslands. It has nature’s 
bounty laid out in a tantalising spread 
for all to see. You can camp, trek, rent 
a lodge, saddle up or cattle farm, or ski 
down the powder-white slopes. And if all 
this has still not taken your breath away, 
look to the heavens for the magnifi cent 
display of the Northern Lights.

OUTSTANDING OTTAWA
Ottawa, Canada’s capital, is located 
in Ontario at the Quebec border. 
It is a city of mixes—French and 
English, government and culture, 
Victorian architecture and gleaming 
glass skyscrapers. Visit the Rideau 
Canal (a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site), Parliament Hill and other 
national attractions. It is also home to 
‘Winterlude’ the largest winter festival of 
art, culture and sport in Canada. 



VIVID VANCOUVER
Vancouver, in British Colombia, is a 
doorway to adventure. It’s an outdoor 
haven with surfi ng, cycling, skating, 
all at your fi ngertips. Animal lovers 
can treat themselves to some whale 
watching or try and catch a glimpse 
of bears and elk. And oh! the food! 
Seafood restaurants with celebrated 
chefs, organic co� ee corners, noodle 
houses and sushi bars, all washed 
down with award-winning fi ne 
cheese, cured meats, artisanal bread, 
handmade chocolates, and a local 
hero, duck-fat French fries!

GAME, SET ACTION!
Canada is the hands-down winner of 
winter sports. There are countless 
sporting events on ice and snow. 
There’s bobsledding in Calgary and 
Whistler, curling in Saskatchewan, 
mountain hiking in the Rockies and 
ice hockey everywhere! Canada’s 
national love a� air with ice hockey
is legendary. 

Other sports like lacrosse, a 
fast-paced, high-energy sport, has 
spectators on the edge of their seats. 
This winter, catch a game by local 
favourites, the Toronto Rock at the 
Air Canada Centre.  

Not satisfi ed with being a mere 
spectator? Lace up some skates and 
glide gracefully across the many ice 
rinks all over the country. Or ski down 
its pristine slopes—there is usually 
one for every skier from tentative 
beginners to confi dent pros.  

If the adrenaline rush wears you 
out, there are still plenty of gentler 
outdoor options. Glamping under the 
stars in the Yukon is a particularly 
enticing one. Spi�  ly furnished tents 

with warm rugs, cosy beds and comfy 
chairs are what winter in the wild can 
o� er. Rustle up a meal in a kitchenette 
or toast marshmallows over an open 
fi re and have a wonderful winter 
evening. 
Drive along the east coast and dip 
around the islands for a quiet kayak 
paddle. If you dig dinosaurs, the 
Alberta Dinosaur Provincial Park 
o� ers trails and treks, some even 
accompanied by real palaeontologists 

And, while you’re there, a real 
don’t-miss is a bus ride to 
icefi elds close by to experience 
the pure and clear taste of 
freshly melted glacial water, 
straight from the source. 
Simply divine. 

CANADA’S SPECIAL 
WINTER BUFFET
It really is special to be in 
Canada in winter. As it dons its 



“This season is 
going to be one to 

remember, we have so 
many exciting plans,” 

says Tina Myers, 
OPG Winter Festival 
of Lights Executive 

Director. “New lights, 
thrilling events, family-
friendly programming, 
our 35th season will be 
a celebration you must 

experience!”

wintery white coat, the country comes 
alive with fun and festivities. 

Toronto puts up a great show 
with the half-century-old tradition, 
Cavalcade of Lights. Thousands gather 
at the City Hall to witness the lighting 
of a 50-foot Christmas Tree. Then, 
Christmas will o�  cially be on! The 
illumination is followed by spectacular 
fi reworks and music performances 
from Canada’s best. 

Quebec rivals it with its own Winter 
Carnival. With zip lines and parades, 
sleigh rides and sled rides, shows 
and snow sculptures, and a huge Ice 
Palace, the Carnival pulls out all the 
stops to make it a family fantasyland. 
Calgary has a Winter Festival too which 
is just as marvellous—you are really 
spoiled for choice! 

Niagara Falls. Canada’s jewel. As 
night falls over the Niagara, you can 
hear just the sound of the gushing 
water. Suddenly a fl ood of lights 

illuminates these magnifi cent falls, 
the perfect symphony of natural and 
manmade marvels. Though this is a daily 
occurrence, its jaw-dropping quotient 
rises sharply with the annual Ontario 
Winter Festival of Lights (WFOL). For 
35 years, this festival of lights has been 
dazzling locals and tourists. Beginning 
with The Opening Ceremonies at Queen 
Victoria Park, it will have two light and 
pyrotechnic shows and a cracker of a 
fi rework display. Other WFOL highlights 
include new installations around the 
city along as well as old favourites like 
the Zimmerman Fountain, Noah’s Ark, 
and three-dimensional light displays of 
Canadian wildlife at Du� erin. 
Montreal also makes its mark with 
‘Illuminart’, an innovative and creative 
light installation show that creates magic 
with light. 

A Canadian winter is truly a time to 
be jolly. Join in this year and have a 
completely Canadian Christmas.

For more information on Canada, 
please visit www.keepexploring.in
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SHOP & STYLE
HOME ACCESSORIES FASHION JEWELLERY FRAGRANCES

SHOPPING IN...

HO CHI MINH CITY
Challenging Singapore, Bangkok and other Southeast Asian powerhouses, Vietnam’s 

vibrant southern hub has more to offer than conical hats and bamboo fans. Trawl through 
the chaotic whirl of the city’s Downtown, District 1 and recently revitalised District 2 to 

find what’s bubbling under the surface. By Gemma Price
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Inside Runway. Below: stone vases at 
Saigon River Shop. Previous pages from 

left: an employee of WOO; charcoal 
soaps at WOO

SHOP & STYLE
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HOMEGROWN DESIGN 
HEROES Five creatives started 
homeware hotspot Sadec 
District as a pet project in 2014; 
their modern spin on ceramic, 
wood, glass and bamboo crafts 
from rural Vietnamese and 
other Southeast Asian villages 
proved so popular they now 
run three shops across the city. 
Many pieces are limited editions 
commissioned from little-known 
designers; others—teapots, trays, 
bowls and linen bags—are made 
in-house by Tu Phuong Thao, 
Sadec District’s art director, 
who also holds the same post at 
Elle Decoration Vietnam. (www.
sadecdistrict.com)

TABLEWARE TO COVET Amaï, 
meaning ‘wow’ and often heard 
in Antwerp (the hometown of the 
two founding designers Ina Stas 
and Ingrid Ploem) is now owned 
by Sadec District, and is one of 
its most desirable lines. Ceramic 
plates, bowls and spoons, which 
are crafted in mismatching 
fluid shapes and come in a 
palette of sugar-almond pastels 
and contrasting vividly bright 
shades, have a touch of romantic 
whimsy. Look out for the hand-
shaped ceramic coffee pots that 
reference Vietnam’s ubiquitous 
stainless-steel phin filters. (www.
amaisaigon.vn)

MORE THAN JUST A 
CLOTHES SHOP Set in a 19th-
century building reimagined as 
a 1930s French clothing factory, 
concept store L’Usine offers a 
considered edit of fashion and 
lifestyle accessories. In-house 
labels Trois Filles for women and 
Tinwell + Bismark for men are 
stocked alongside international 
brands such as Clae (ultra-slick 
trainers) and Madam Stoltz 
(dreamy Danish homeware). The 
adjoining café is popular with 
young hot-deskers who come to 
work and hang out over cupcakes 
and Ronnefeldt tea. There’s also a 
second outlet on Le Loi, inspired 
by paper factories. (www.
lusinespace.com)

EAT, SHOP, LOVE High-style, 
indoor-outdoor spot Kokoïs
combines a café and a chill-out 
area decked out with plants plus 
concessions by up-and-coming 
artisans from across Vietnam and 
other parts of Asia. Come here to 
browse through Nanette’s breezy 
resort pieces and easy separates 
in cool natural fabrics, EkoKami’s 
cork-and-leather bags and La 
Fiancée du Facteur’s edgy, tribal 
talismanic jewellery. Then stay for 
some smashed avocado on toast 
and a freshly pressed pineapple-
and-tamarind smoothie. (www.
kokois.com)

GET UP, DRESS UP Railing 
against unflattering, cheap-
looking polyester trouser suits 
and dresses stocked by local 
shops, Li Lam began sewing 
her own boho-luxe clothes in 
cotton and silk before launching 
an eponymous label at her 
flagship store in 2008. Lam 
L’Atmosphere features elegant 
silhouettes in velvets; Lam La 
Mer is resort wear and kaftans, 
and intricate evening line Lam 
Black echoes the founder’s Paris-
meets-Indochine style through 
jewel-toned dresses and kimonos 
finished with decorative fringing 
and tassels. (www.lilam.vn)

RADICAL RETAIL SPACE 
Massimiliano Locatelli, the 
architect who was behind the 
Milan art gallery Nilufar Depot, 
went to town with the interiors 
of Runway. Contrasting with the 
tropical heat outside, his ice-cave 

design is crafted from 298 hand-
cut and hand-plaster roses hang 
from the ceiling inside the giant 
mirror-ball VIP room. As you flip 
through racks of Saint Laurent, 
Jil Sander, Celine and Stella 
McCartney, keep an eye out 
for Vietnamese celebrities and 
models. (www.runway.vn)

MODEL CRAFTWORK While 
you can find Saigon River 
Shop’s responsibly produced 
contemporary furniture, lighting 
and tableware at places such as 
Habitat and West Elm in London, 
the prices at this District 2 store 
are infinitely more appealing, 
and it stocks exclusive designs, 
including concrete teapots and 
candlesticks. The lavastone 
pieces (a lightweight alternative 
to stone or marble) are well 
worth the home-shipping costs, 
as are the powder stone table 
lamps and votives etched with 
geometric and floral motifs. 
(www.saigonrivershop.com)

SCENT TO MAKE YOU FEEL 
GOOD Follow your nose from 
the Snap Café street entrance 
and you’ll arrive at WOO, 
where Dutch brand Worlds of 
Opportunities’ home fragrances 
(think citrus-and-musk 
Radiance and floral Tranquillity) 
are presented in handmade, 
sustainable packaging, and 
upcycled wine and vodka bottles 
are filled with locally sourced 
beeswax and vegetable wax to 
make 100-hour candles. Fragrant 
wax cubes can be melted in oil 
burners or put in fabric bags 
to pop in drawers or suitcases. 
(www.woocares.com) 
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Get on the plane that lands on 
the runway of pure bliss. And 
if you need some professional 
help with the planning, let Ibex 
Expeditions take over

Experiential journeys

Bruise your passport with a stamp 
or two. Shake the dust off your 
backpacks and plan an experience 

that’ll last a lifetime in the folds of your 
memory. But first, make sure you plan it 
well and plan it right. This is where Ibex 
Expeditions steps in—India’s distinguished 
and award winning travel outfitters. 
Here are the top picks from their list of 
experiential holidays in India and abroad.

AN IDEA CALLED INDIA
India never ceases to amaze. Every travel 
unfolds something new. And Ibex helps 
you discover your unique story through an 
immersive, experiential travel experience. 
They work tirelessly to show you that side 
of India not yet explored. Across the high 
Himalayas from Himachal to Arunachal 

to the forests of Central India and to the 
Southern states of Kerala, Karnataka 
and Tamil Nadu, Ibex takes you to the 
unexplored. Curated journeys is their forte 
and be it adventure, safari or luxury, they 
take you on responsible journeys through 
the sub continent. 

TO THE END OF THE WORLD
Into the scenic bays and across the 
channels of the most untouched part of 
the world—the Antarctica Peninsula is a 
journey with a purpose. One thing that 
it is wholly committed to: the protection 
of Antarctica. Besides that, it’s a window 
into the world of penguin rookeries, seal 
wallows, bird colonies, whale feeding areas 
and historic sites that are brimming with 
stories you’d love to know.

THE CALL OF THE WILD
In the dense jungles of Africa, a tribe moves 
along. Amidst breathtaking seascapes, 
jagged mountains, solitary deserts, 
beautiful wildlife and rustic colonial 
cities. Welcome to Namibia, the youngest 
country in Africa. It’s got to teach you a 

thing or two about the ways of the wild, 
but it’s important that you sign up for 
this thrill knowing that it is going to be an 
enchanting retreat.

WHERE NOMADS WANDER
In the sub-Siberian Khan Khentii forest is 
the land of Genghis Khan. This is Mongolia 
and Ibex Expeditions is sure to give you 
a taste of a visually stimulating vacation. 
The mode of transport switches between 
camel and horseback and life seems a 
whole lot different when experienced from 
felt Ger tents. Tibetan Buddhism surrounds 
you with its soothing chants and nomadic 
families prove to be great companions. This 
is just a hint of what the holiday in Mongolia 
would be like.

EXCAVATING A NEW FEELING
Home to the famous Machu Picchu, South 
America’s Peru is a destination that’ll 
enthral every cell in your body. Replete with 
archaeological ruins and buzzing with a 
5000-year-old history, this is where you will 
experience the origin of Quinoa, Andean 
music and culture in a new form.

For more information, email 
ibex@ibexexpeditions.com or visit

www.ibexexpeditions.com
Antarctica Namibia

Mongolia

Peru
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THE WORLD OF 
FINE DINING

The hottest trends ruling the premier restaurant scene from ethical sourcing 
to ingredient-led cuisine to water sommeliers.

TRAVELLER PROMOTION



A NEW TREND 
IN FINE DINING  
The world’s most progressive fi ne dining 
restaurants are chanting a new mantra when 
it comes to the food philosophy guiding their 
esteemed establishments. 

Celebrated chefs want to grow their own 
natural food in vegetable patches, rooftop green 
houses or even their kitchen windows. They source 
only the best, farm-fresh produce and are building 
strong relationships with the cheese-makers, 
butchers, farmers and fi sherman who supply 
superior quality ingredients. In addition, they want to 
serve only the fi nest available sparkling water to their 
consumers. Himalayan Sparkling water comes from 
the source of the mighty Himalayan range and through 
this journey it absorbs nutrient minerals which makes 
it the perfect accompaniment to food that is fine, 
wholesome and fresh. We no longer need to consider 
imported sparkling water brands because the best is 
being produced in India itself. 

Apart from this, chefs believe in championing 
each beautiful ingredient as they prepare their 
plates. Recipes are changing in technique to 
minimally process the food and let the taste 
of the produce shine through the dishes.  
Increasingly, the centrepiece of Michelin-starred 
menus is the produce itself. This type of raw 
and ingredient-led cuisine is gaining cult status 
across the world. Sophisticated diners are in 
turn appreciating this new trend of superior 
quality ingredients. They are asking more 
questions about how fresh their food is, how far 
it has travelled and if it has been sourced and 
produced ethically. 

Extending from this philosophy, we must 
bring this vision to our overall lifestyle and all 
that we consume, including the water we drink. 
Water makes up a staggering 60-70% of a 
healthy adult’s body and thus must be superior 
in quality, composition as well as taste. 

MINERAL WATER 
MAKES YOUR FOOD 
TASTE BETTER 
The beauty of preparing food in a kitchen 
full of wholesome ingredients is that you can 
control what goes into your food and thus your 
body. Everything from the farm-fresh fruit and 
vegetables to specialty spices to ethically-
sourced dairy, eggs and meat help to make 
better quality food that is a pleasure to eat and 
also good for your health and wellbeing. 

However, when you are being particular 
about the ingredients of your food, you must 
also pay attention to the water you use while 
cooking. Does the type and quality of water 
make a di� erence in the food one cooks and 
eats? These chefs seem to think so. 

TRAVELLER  PROMOTION
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Dining at a premiere restaurant is in many 
ways, an experience of perfection. Inspiring 
interiors, beautifully plated dishes that 
reinvent the way we eat food and a perfect 
pairing of wine recommended by the 
sommelier truly brings out the experience of 
fi ne dining. There is however a missing piece 
to the puzzle: the perfect water pairing.

Wine pairing is famous in the restaurant 
world, but as it turns out having your meal 
with the wrong type of water can ruin the 
experience. Water, like wine, has its own terroir 
and just like wine requires its own sommelier. 

There is a whole world of fi ne waters 
that can accompany your meal. Himalayan 
sparkling water is the prime example of 
luxury waters in India. Since this water 
is fi ltered for 20 years through layers of 
Himalayan rock before being bottled, it is 
unique in taste and has a highly benefi cial 
mineral composition. Himalayan Sparkling 
water is highly suited to accompany fi ne food 
served in India since the source of the water 
and the produce is the very same land. More 
importantly, earlier you had to purchase 
imported brands of sparkling water because 

the product was not available in India. The 
good news is that you no longer need to 
purchase international brands because the 
fi nest sparkling water is now being produced 
in India itself by Himalayan. 

Martin Riese is arguably the most well-
known water sommelier in the world. It all 
began when he was working in a Michelin-
star restaurant in 2005 and a customer told 
him that he didn’t like the brand of water 
served there and needed more options. “I 
realized that in the restaurant business, it’s 
all about options. We o� ered a selection of 
liquors, beers and wines, but when it comes 
to water, it’s mostly just sparkling, fl at or 
tap. It occurred to me that we have to give 
people options when it comes to the healthiest 
beverage on this planet and thus I created my 
fi rst water menu,” says Riese.

After creating a 45-page water menu, Riese 
has made a profession of tasting, analysing, 
judging and educating individuals regarding 
the many di� erent fl avours of water that 
our taste buds have been missing out on. In 
creating water menus, he decided to only 
o� er spring and mineral waters. “A good water 

should come from nature, not a factory.” 
Riese has created “Water Flights” much 

like wine fl ights for restaurants and bars and 
even done pairings of mineral water with 
fi ne food. When people fi rst come across 
these water fl ights curated by Riese, they are 
sceptical about how di� erent bottled water 
can be in taste. But on tasting the di� erent 
waters, they are truly surprised. 

Rainwater naturally fi lters through earth 
picking up di� erent natural minerals along 
the way. Like wine, one can actually taste 
the region and depth from which the water 
comes which is called terroir. In the world of 
water, the mineral levels that create fl avour 
are measured by TDS or total dissolved 
solids. According to Riese, the TDS level 
plays a major role in the taste of the water. 
Some regions like Norway produce fruity 
water with a TDS level of 40 while others like 
Slovenia produce salty or metallic water with 
a TDS level of 7400. 

So the next time you are dining at a 
premiere restaurant, you know to select 
not just the best food but also India’s fi nest 
beverage—Himalayan Sparkling water.  

WATER SOMMELIERS AND THE CONCEPT OF FINE WATER



IN CONVERSATION WITH 

NIRAV MODI

HOW DOES TRAVEL INSPIRE YOUR 
COLLECTIONS? “My most recent bridal collection, 

Sakura, is inspired by the cherry blossoms I saw while I was 
in Tokyo in April 2017. Japan has been one of my favourite 
places—Tokyo, Kyoto and Osaka top my must-visit list. I 

have always been inspired by their minimalist aesthetic, so 
the collection focuses on balance, symmetry and harmony, 

while capturing the transient beauty of cherry blossoms in an 
enduring symbol of love. Our Mughal collection, on the other 

hand, was conceptualised during a trip to Delhi and Agra. I was 
particularly mesmerised by the Taj Mahal—the marble inlays, 
the royalty and the grand architecture. In fact, we developed 

and patented a unique, lyrical diamond cut, in which the 
stones are designed to echo the stylised petals of Mughal 

depictions of fl owers.”
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Growing up in Europe and spending time exploring its 
wonders shaped jewellery designer Nirav Modi’s love 
of travel. Today, he scouts locations across the globe 
for outposts of his eponymous brand, a favourite of 

the world’s most powerful women: from Priyanka 
Chopra to Kate Winslet. He talks to Rashmi Shankar

about the destinations that inspire his collections, 
favourite childhood haunts and plans for expansion

SHOP & STYLE



WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR OTHER 
SOURCES OF INSPIRATION? “My mother is an 
interior designer, and while growing up in Europe, weekends 

were often spent exploring galleries and museums. For 
example, Claude Monet’s Water Lilies fi rst captivated me at the 

Metropolitan Museum of Art in NYC, and later, when I visited 
Giverny in France, all of his art came to life through its gardens; 
becoming the inspiration behind the Lotus collection. Similarly, 

the Jasmine line is inspired by nature, while Sunburst pays 
homage to the Art Deco movement.”  

FAVOURITE HAUNTS WHILE LIVING IN 
BELGIUM? “Beni Falafel (www.benifalafel.be) and DelRey 

chocolatiers (www.delrey.be) in Antwerp.”

MEMORABLE TRIPS THIS YEAR “2017 was a busy 
year, with trips to London, New York, Singapore, Hong Kong, 

Beijing and Japan. Paris, too—I love the signature Haussmann-
style architecture through the city.”

MOST PRIZED POSSESSION YOU 
ACQUIRED WHILE TRAVELLING? “A Mono 
Filio teapot that I bought in London 10 years ago. I always 

travel with it, even if I’m only carrying hand baggage.” 

DESTINATIONS ON YOUR AGENDA FOR 
2018? “We’re planning a couple of boutique launches, so 

travel in 2018 will focus on Singapore, Hong Kong, Macau and 
Honolulu.” For more on the collections, visit www.niravmodi.com

SHOP & STYLE

Clockwise from top left: Nirav Modi; cherry blossoms in 
Tokyo; visitors at the Taj Mahal; earrings from the Mughal
collection; canoeing in Honolulu; a water lily in Giverny; 

a ring from the Lotus line; details at the Taj Mahal; a 
pendant, ring and ear studs from the Sakura line; cherry 

blossoms in Japan
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HAS YOUR 
FAVOURITE 

RESTAURANT MADE 
THE TOP 50 LIST? 

 Presenting the first edition of the 

 www.cntraveller.in/cnt-himalayan-top-restaurant-awards/

cntravellerindia  CNTIndia cntravellerindia FOLLOW US 0N 

Associate Sponsor

Be Discerning. Be Responsible.



ABHIMANYU ALSISAR ABHIMANYU SINGH 
RATHORE ADITI PREMJI ADITI VASU ADITYA 

GHOSH ANIRBAN DAS BLAH ANIRUDDHA PATIL 
ANISHA RACHEL OOMMEN ANN DOMINIC 

ANNAH CHAKOLA ANOOTHI VISHAL ANUBHUTI 
KRISHNA ARCHANA PIDATHALA ASHIS NAYAK 

ASHWIN RAJAGOPALAN AYSHA TANYA  
AYUSH KASLIWAL ATUL MALHOTRA CHIKI SARKAR 

ATUL KASBEKAR 

DAYANITA SINGH 
DEEP KALRA DR. VISHAKHA SHIVDASANI

FAHAD SAMAR FIONA CAULFIELD GAUTAM JOHN
GITIKA SAIKIA GOPI KISHORE ISHETA SALGAOCAR

JANICE PARIAT JAYANTI RAJAGOPALAN AKA JONTY
JIVI SETHI KADAMBARI KAPOOR KALYAN KARMAKAR 

KANISKA CHAKRABORTY KAREN ANAND
 KARINA AGGARWAL MANGAL DALAL MANJU SARA RAJAN 

LATHIKA GEORGE 
MADHAVY RAJ MARIA GORETTI MICHELLE POONAWALLA 

NADIA CASSAM NAMRATA SRIVASTAVA NANDITA IYER 
NAVONIL DAS NEHA DHUPIA  NEHA PRASADA  NUR 

KAOUKJI ODETTE MASCARENHAS PRATIBHA KARAN 
PRATITI BASU PREETI DEVNANI PRIYADARSHINI 
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Erwan Dantan & Afshaad Kelawaala

Sanjiv Shanmugam, Thejaswi Udupa, Nikhil Barua, 
Arjun RN & Siddharth Poojari with the Audi TT

Manoviraj Khosla

Ila Naidu

Dana Kursh & Meera Pai

Caught in conversation: 
Rishad Premji, Che Kurrien & Aditi Premji

Sunder Belani, Keerthana Sundaramurthy, 
Ravina Belani & Ranjit  Sundaramurthy

Antony Page

Guneet Kochar & Rikin Kotecha

The Vacheron Constantin display

The Chivas bar
Manish Saxena

Paresh & Anjana Lamba with the Audi A5 SportbackVinod Naidu

Delicious fare at 
The Ritz-Carlton, Bangalore

Sneha Mahant, Kaustav Dey,  
Almona Bhatia & Kshitij Saxena

A night to remember
WhAt: GQ Gentlemen’s Club

Where: The Ritz-Carlton, Bangalore

The Garden City played host to GQ’s Gentlemen’s 
Club – a swanky gathering of some of the city’s 

most accomplished, stylish individuals. The 
room was filled with IT moguls, finance chiefs, 

angel investors, start-up gurus and bon vivants, 
reflecting the dynamism, economy and warmth 

of this progressive, modern city. 
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Out walking the dog in Stockholm’s 
Bellmansgatan neighbourhood. Photograph by 
Pankaj Anand for Winter Wonderland (P188)
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GOA
Ditch The Beach In

From concept stores stocking the latest labels to top-class restaurants and 
boutique hotels, Goa’s villages are buzzing. Chryselle D’Silva Dias has the 

scoop. Photographs by Himanshu Lakhwani
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ASSAGAO
In the heart of North Goa’s tourist belt, but away from the cacophony, this village is rapidly emerging as a 

go-to spot for restaurants, art and culture. It’s a mere 30-minute drive from Panjim through forests and winding 
roads often wide enough for just one vehicle. Stay at Sunbeam (www.justjivi.com; doubles from 6,500), the 
home and guest house of stylist Jivi Sethi or at 30 Assagao (www.30assagao.wordpress.com; doubles from  

5,500), also a guest house with views of paddy fields and the landmark St Antony’s Church. Start with 
breakfast at Ruta’s Roadhouse (www.rutas.in), run by two San Francisco transplants, which serves a delicious 
pot of cuisines: Thai, Mexican, European. Then get a fun overview of the village, including the myth of how it got 
its name thanks to a Hindu prince, with Felly Gomes’ heritage walk (www.facebook.com/livehappygoa) that 

takes you through various homes and establishments, accompanied by unexpected music. Shop for beautifully 
tailored clothing and artisanal jewellery at 6 Assagao (www.facebook.com/6Assagao), a 100-year old Goan 
home that’s now a multidisciplinary space housing design store People Tree and restaurant Gunpowder

(www.facebook.com/gunpowdergoa). Gunpowder’s menu spans the southern part of the subcontinent, 
with stellar dishes from Goa to Andhra Pradesh and other states in between. 6 Assagao also hosts film 

screenings, talks and workshops. Enjoy an evening of great music at The Assagao Mehfil (www.facebook.
com/AssagaoMehfil) where artists across genres—both Indian and international, vocal and instrumental—take 

the stage. Head over to Soro (www.facebook.com/SoroGoa), the newly updated “village tavern” where locals 
converge for their taste of evening tipple. On Sunday, remember to book a table for brunch at Villa Blanche 

Bistro (www.villablanche-goa.com)—the copious amounts of food and drink are what Goa vacations are meant 
for. An out-of-the-ordinary experience will find you visiting the amazing Rosie and Peter’s Assagao Kitchen 
Garden and Food Forest (www.facebook.com/RosieAndPeter). They’ve turned a patch of barren land into a 
vegetable producing farm, and you can learn how to grow your own food. Or drop in at Francis Xavier Borges’ 
Apurbai Farms (0832 2268 822), one of Goa’s oldest organic farms. And whatever you do, make sure you hit
Hice Cream (www.facebook.com/hicecreamgoa) for alcohol-based icy treats served in jars (non-alcoholic 

flavours are also available). Each batch is handmade fresh every day.

ARPORA
Shopping for everything from clothes to jewellery at the famous Saturday Night Market might be what 

you know the village for, but there’s a lot more here. This low-key North Goa village, about an hour’s drive 
from Dabolim airport, has a great food scene. Try Baba Au Rhum Jungle Bar (www.facebook.com/

babaaurhumgoa), which is popular for its fabulous food and carefree vibe. This French café serves the most 
utterly delicious croissants and pizzas and it’s where the party set descends to carb up after a night of dancing. 

For unpretentiously delicious Goan food, check out Star Light Bar & Restaurant (0832 2277 965) on the 
Arpora-Baga Road. Arpora’s proximity to popular beaches (Baga, Anjuna, Vagator) and the hills makes it  

a great choice for a weekend destination. The boutique Nilaya Hermitage (www.nilaya.com; doubles from  
15,500) up in the hills, with 20 acres of forests and architecture inspired by The Arabian Nights, has curved 

rooms studded with stars and moons and other celestial imagery. In contrast, Double Tree by Hilton (www.
doubletree3.hilton.com; doubles from 6,600), provides the recognisable standard comforts of a chain hotel. 

And 5km from the village are Chapora’s much-loved beach and fort. From the fisherman’s jetty here, go  
on an ethical dolphin spotting trip with Terra Conscious (www.terraconscious.com), which also offers courses 
in diving, kayaking and sailing. The crew ensures the dolphins are not harassed or harmed by the human urge 
to, say, click a selfie with them. The tour is also educational: participants not only enjoy a morning out on the 
water, but also learn about dolphins and their habitat. Arpora also has a Go-Karting track (0832 2914 526) 

where you can burn off those beer-and-curry calories. 

Blending sussegado with industry, these eight North 
Goa villages make it worth your while to step away 
from the sun, sand and surf and head inland instead. 

Opposite page, top row from left: bread at Baba Au Rhum Jungle Bar; a langur at Nilaya Hermitage; wall details 
at Nilaya. Middle row: Peter Fernandes, of Assagao Kitchen Garden and Food Forest, at his farm; veranda 

details at Gunpowder; soondal, Andhra prawn masala and egg appam at Gunpowder. Bottom row: the pool at 
Sunbeam; a staff member at Baba Au Rhum; the staircase outside the Poornima suite at Nilaya Hermitage. 

Previous pages, from left: a Christian shrine in Saligao; The Blue Dome, one of the common areas at Nilaya
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The incredible infinity pool at Ahilya by the Sea offers 
numerous Instagram opportunities, including, at sunrise, the 

chance to photograph dolphins frolicking nearby
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A room in the Sunset 
Villa at Ahilya by the 

Sea. Opposite page: the 
pool next to the villa



NERUL
Once one of Goa’s better kept secrets, it’s becoming increasingly popular with visitors and transplants—such 
as former Lakmé head honcho Anil Chopra—all drawn by its quaint charm. The village has a strong fishing 

community and shellfish and mussels are found in its markets in abundance. The village’s church, Our Lady 
of Remedies, was built in 1569 and has been meticulously restored. And the historic Reis Magos Fort is also a 
short drive away. Climb to the top for spectacular views across the Mandovi and for a different perspective of 
Panjim city across the water. Explore Nerul’s roads and backwaters with Goa Nature Trails (70309 73005), 

which conducts kayaking and cycling tours of Nerul (and nearby Sinquerim). Stop for a bite at a local favourite 
like Amigos (98221 04920), where Sabita and Josefat Fernandes serve their family recipes using the freshest 
of seafood against the backdrop of a tranquil river. Bhatti Village Family Restaurant & Bar (98221 84103) 
is another homegrown success where you should order the chonak gabodi, pork amsol and rawa fried red 

snapper. Babazin’s Shack (77986 85862) on the road to Reis Magos Fort has more Goan staples on its menu 
with a view of the sea to boot. Nerul’s Club LPK – Love Passion Karma (93267 33292) is a popular spot to 

party the night away (and for weddings, as well) with large rock carvings creating an unusual backdrop for your 
dance moves. Indulge in a spot of luxury with a stay at Coco Shambhala (www.cocoshambhala.com; doubles 
from 46,000) where each villa is named after a star. Up the coast is the gorgeous Ahilya by the Sea (www.
ahilyabythesea.com; doubles from 10,000 per night; minimum two-night stay), owned by members of the 

Holkar royal family. All eight rooms in the three Portuguese-style villas are eclectic: most décor pieces are prized 
souvenirs from around the world. And the incredible infinity pool offers numerous Instagram opportunities, 

including, at sunrise, the chance to photograph dolphins frolicking nearby. 

BATIM
Off the beaten track this village, just 13km from Panjim, and 22km from the busy beaches of Baga and 

Calangute, is still fairly unspoilt. Tall rows of coconut trees demarcate road boundaries while old houses 
feature traditional red-tiled roofs and sweet little gardens. If you’re looking for a quiet getaway away from the 

busyness of the city or the beach belt, try Casa Menezes (www.casamenezesgoa.com; doubles from 4,500), 
a centuries-old Goan home, situated in a valley between Pilar and Santa Ana hills, that has been renovated 
to modern standards without losing any of its heritage charm. The Menezes family also runs 304 Kitchen 

& Tavern (77219 66766), right across from their home, where they serve authentic Goan delicacies. Try the 
‘local rice gutli’, an in-house invention of fried rice balls made from local red Goan rice and stuffed with sliced 

jalapenos and cheese. 304 Kitchen also houses a pool open to house and restaurant guests, so bring your 
swimwear along. A live band plays mellow music keeping you entertained during lunch or dinner. Be warned: 

you just might not want to leave. You can walk or cycle to the shimmering Batim Lake and along the way, take 
in the quiet life of residents living in true sussegado style. Go birdwatching at the lake, which sees a host of 
resident and migratory birds, such as whistling duck, cotton pygmy-goose, Malabar grey hornbill, shoveler, 

garganey, pintail, kingfishers and purple swamphen among others. You could visit the salt pans nearby to learn 
how salt is made and stop by Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, where the Virgin Mary is said to have appeared 

before a devotee. Local trades thrive in the villages and in Batim, you can patronise chorizo makers and feni 
distillers. Ask for Vishant Hakdencar, the toddy tapper and Narba and Jesu, the local poders; they bake the best 
poi bread around here. The folks at Casa Menezes can also arrange for fresh toddy or feni when you’re visiting. 

But if you’re looking for edible souvenirs to take back, perhaps it would be wise to visit the village’s Goan Foods
factory (www.goanafoods.com), a pioneer of packaged Goan pickles, masalas and syrups. Beach bums should 

visit Siridao Beach, a mere 2km from Batim, where you’ll find a quiet stretch of sand devoid of tourists and 
popular only with locals. 

Opposite page, top row from left: kayaking at a creek in Nerul; the view from 304 Kitchen & Tavern; the 
entrance to Casa Menezes. Middle row: tiles on the staircase at Casa Menezes; the property’s owner David 
Menezes; inside the restaurant at 304 Kitchen & Tavern. Bottom row: the living room of the Sunrise Villa at 

Ahilya by the Sea; the menu at the hotel; chorizo pav at 304 Kitchen & Tavern
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Once one of Goa's better kept secrets, the village of 
Nerul is becoming increasingly popular with visitors and 

transplants, all drawn by its quaint charm
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SALIGAO
The village on the road to Calangute (around 15km from Panjim) is dominated by the iconic Gothic Church 

of Mae De Deus. This striking church, with its buttresses and spikes, stands out against the green fi elds and 

is beautifully illuminated at night. Not far from the church is the tastefully decorated homestay The Secret 
Garden (www.thesecretgardengoa.com; doubles from 12,500). Ask Helene, who owns the place along with 

her husband, to share her village secrets with you. Or try Quinta da Graca (www.quintadagracagoa.com; 

doubles from 2,500), another homestay in a heritage building with antique Belgian chandeliers, high ceilings 

and a walled garden that’s perfect for birdwatchers. When you’re hungry, head to the newish Saligao Stories
(www.saligaostories.com), where owner Anisha Hassan combines the food of her birthplace, Hyderabad, 

and that of her adopted home, Saligao. Try her Hyderabadi Story, a thali of sorts containing kachche gosht ki 

biryani, mirchi ka salan and tamatar ka kut—dishes symbolic of the city of the Nizams. Mr D’souza’s burgers 
are a local favourite; you’ll fi nd his food truck parked near the Saligao church every evening. Cantare (www.

facebook.com/cantaregoa), a restobar and lounge is the cool local hotspot. Ask the bartender and he’ll point 

out the home of the village’s most famous son, artist Francis Newton Souza, a short walk away. If books and 

local history interest you, Frederick Noronha is the man to talk to. His publishing company, Goa 1556 (www.

goa1556.in), has hundreds of Goa-themed books on its list. Lastly, Museum of Goa (www.museumofgoa.

com), founded by noted contemporary artist Subodh Kerkar, is in nearby Pilerne, around 10 minutes by car. 

From the Saligao crossroads, follow the blue mermaids dotting the roadside to get there. 
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Helene Menezes of The 
Secret Garden. Opposite 
page: floor details at the 

property’s living room



CHORAO
Make time to visit Goa’s island villages as well. Take the ferry to Chorao from Ribandar; the jetty is about 

6km from Panjim. The river crossing gives you a sense of how broad the Mandovi really is. Chorao is a nature-
lover’s delight, what with the ring of mangroves enveloping the island. Head to the island’s Dr Salim Ali Bird 

Sanctuary (www.goa-tourism.com), where the mangrove forests hide a variety of plants, birds and insects. Take 
a tour in dugout canoes that start at the Forest Department’s office right outside the sanctuary gates. Given 

limited availability you might want to book in advance. The sanctuary’s highlights include white egrets, purple 
herons, kingfishers, curlews, drongos, mudskippers, flying foxes and otters. You can also explore Chorao by 

cycle with Thrillophilia (www.thrillophilia.com). Huff and puff your way through winding roads that are largely 
bereft of busy traffic and enjoy a part of Goa that rarely sees visitors. Across the river, you will see the white 

spires and steeples of the many churches dotting Old Goa’s cityscape. The majestic 16th-century Church of 
Sao Bartholomew in Chorao is worth a visit. Stop by the Chorao Island Farmer’s Club (www.facebook.com/

choraofarmers). If you’re lucky, you might be able to get some delicious Goan Mancurad mangoes or other 
fresh fruit grown on the island. For home-cooked Goan fare, try the popular LaFayette Bar and Restaurant 
(0832 2239 272). And if you choose to spend a night or two on the island, book yourself into the beautifully 
decorated Villa Terra Rosa (www.luxurygoavillas.com; 22,000 for the villa). The massive rooms in an old 

Portuguese-era structure come with carved antique four posters, patterned rugs and planters’ chairs.

SANGOLDA
Here’s a pretty little village on the busy road to Calangute from Panjim that is very artsy at heart. In Sangolda, 

stay at the picture-perfect Lar Amorosa (www.laramorosa.com; doubles from 4,800), a homestay housed 
in a structure that dates to Goa’s colonial days. You could also scale a trunk and bunk down in a tree house at 
the no-frills, rustic-chic eco-stay Saraya (www.saraya.in; doubles from 1,500). Saraya also has a café (which 

bakes excellent pizzas in a wood-fired oven) and an art gallery that showcases local talent. Saraya also uses 
its open spaces for yoga and meditation sessions, music events and art workshops. For barbecue, karaoke 
(Monday nights) and the blues (Thursday and Saturday), try The Backyard (91583 72533). And the 248 

Collective (www.facebook.com/the248collective) offers a tapas bar where you can linger all day long. It also 
hosts events, workshops and live music performances. Similarly, Paper Boat Collective (www.facebook.com/
PaperboatCollective), which started out as multilabel design store selling a wide range of home décor, clothing, 

accessories and souvenirs by local names and indie brands, now has a café at the rear, which serves healthy 
snacks, coffee and wine. And has a tiny performance space, which it offers up for music gigs, team-building 

activities and book readings. Mustard (www.mustardgoa.in) is where Dijon meets kasundi—and if you need an 
explanation, stop by for a taste of delectable Bengali-French cuisine. The Freedom Tree (www.freedomtree.in) 

store, housed in the same building, stocks beautiful upholstery and home accessories. 

SIOLIM
This village is not far from the city of Mapusa, around 6km by road. St. Anthony’s Church stands at the 

heart of the village. Starting here, you can explore the colourful local market and the Anjuna riverside. Siolim 
is also where the popular São João festival happens every June. Watch the gaily decorated boat floats and the 

traditional jumping-into-the-well festivities. Stay at the intimate Siolim House (www.siolimhouse.com; doubles 
from 8,300; minimum five-night stay), one of the loveliest boutique hotels in Goa, which has been recognised 
by UNESCO for its renovation efforts of the heritage structure it occupies. The rooms are beautifully decorated, 

the staff is friendly and welcoming. When you’re walking around the village, you may just spot its famous son, 
fashion designer Savio Jon whose esoteric designs can be purchased at Sacha’s Shop (www.sachas-shop.

com) in Panjim, about 20km away. Siolim locals recommend the village’s Amancio bar and restaurant (98232 
40660) for authentic Goan food. You could also learn how to cook your own meal at the Siolim Cooking School 

(www.goacookingclasses.com). And if you’re a genuine foodie, knock yourself out eating (and packing) the 
homemade Camembert at Swiss Happy Cow Cheese (www.swisshappycowchees.wixsite.com). It’ll be worth 

the extra luggage. 

Opposite page, top row from left: homemade coconut ice cream at Saligao Stories; a bylane in Saligao; the 
interiors of Paper Boat Collective. Middle row: a wall with old photographs at Saligao Stories; the gate of 
Mae de Deus Church; dum ka murgh with reshmi parathas at Saligao Stories. Bottom row: the exterior of 

Mustard; inside Mae de Deus Church; the pool at The Secret Garden
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I
don’t do cold weather. I live in Mumbai, 
which has only two kinds of weather—soul-
destroyingly humid and a little less humid. When 
the air-con in the office is at 20˚C, my brain 
stops working, I get cranky and I can’t think of 
anything else except how cold it is. So why the 
hell am I sleeping in a -5˚ room made entirely 
of ice? What madness made me sign up for 

this? I blame Sweden. Magical, otherworldly, bewilderingly 
beautiful Sweden that does funny things to your brain, 
especially in December. Restless in my sleeping bag, staring 
at the white, pearlescent ceiling that almost glows in the 
dark, I close my eyes and try to go to sleep. But my mind 
refuses, flashing back to everything I’ve seen and done  
this past week, traipsing through Stockholm and Kiruna.  
A week of ancient history, cutting-edge arts, kitschy pop 
culture, sparkling white snow and sunlit blue waters. A week 
of wonder. Because that is Sweden in December. 

DAY 1: When in Rome, do as the Romans do. And when 
in Stockholm, fika. A Swedish term that loosely translates to 
‘coffee and pastries’, fika is actually more about socialising, 
and Stockholm’s many cafés are perfect for it. Check in at 
the historic Nobis Hotel (www.nobishotel.se; doubles from 
SEK2,117 or 17,140), which, interestingly, was the site of the 
bank robbery that inspired the term Stockholm Syndrome, 
and when you’re done admiring its original 19th-century 
interiors, step out to Wienercaféet (www.wienercafeet.
com) for a fika. Fortified, walk around the Old Town of 
Gamla Stan, which is where Stockholm was founded in the 

13th century. Wind your way through its little lanes, past the 
Royal Palace, past churches and Christmas markets, past 
stalls selling curios and snow globes and glasses of glögg (the 
Nordic word for mulled wine). I spent a lovely afternoon 
watching the sun set over the tops of the medieval spires 
and domes, the waterfront glowing with the reflection of 
the lights from the trains above. It’s hard to pull yourself 
away, but do it, because an evening at Fotografiska (www.
fotografiska.eu), is a must. One of the largest (and coolest) 
photography spaces in the world, Fotografiska showcases the 
most cutting-edge photo and video work by established as 
well as new and unheard-of names. And while the menu at 
the excellent in-house restaurant might change, what doesn’t 
is its local, green focus. Plus, the café has one of the best 
views of the city, including the Old Town. 

DAY 2: Don’t tell anyone, but come Nobel season, my 
mind fills with fantasies of what it might be like to win one 
of these prizes. I don’t know yet, but I can tell you what it’s 
like to breathe the same air as the geniuses who do know. 
To walk down that grand staircase at Stockholm City Hall
(www.visitsweden.com), where the annual banquet takes 
place, to stroll through those beautifully decorated rooms 
and corridors of knowledge and talent, to see the legacy 
of people who have changed the world. It’s an incredibly 
humbling experience, and unmissable. When you want to feel 
a little better about yourself and your life, look no further 
than ABBA The Museum (www.abbathemuseum.com), where 
you can sing and dance to the pop group’s iconic songs with 
holograms of the members (and get a video of yourself 



Clockwise from top: a statue outside Stockholm City Hall, where the Nobel banquet is held; diners at Wienercaféet in Stockholm; the Northern 
Lights in Kiruna; dessert at Wienercaféet; Stockholm’s Bellmansgatan area is part of the Millennium tour. Previous pages: the Kiruna landscape



Clockwise from top left: a display at Stockholm City Hall; the view from City Hall; the writer and a guide walking through City Hall

doing this), mix ABBA songs and buy merch at the shop. 
When you’re done indulging your guilty pleasure, indulge 
a bit more on a brunch cruise on the S/S Stockholm (www.
stromma.se), which takes you around the Stockholm 
Archipelago on the Baltic Sea. There’s no better way to 
get a sense of the city’s maritime past than over delicious 
pickled herring, roast beef and berry pudding, looking  
out at the sun glinting on the sea. Back on land, set off for  
1 Bellmansgatan. The unassuming yellow building in a 
narrow, sloping lane, draws hordes of visitors. It is the 
address of Mikael Blomkvist, a fictional character in Stieg 
Larsson’s madly popular Millennium trilogy, and the first 
stop on the Millennium tour (www.visitsweden.com). Other 
stops on the tour include the swanky Fiskargatan apartment 
that heroine Lisbeth Salander (aka the girl with the dragon 
tattoo) buys, the bars she frequents and the grocery store 
where she bought the boxes and boxes of Billy’s Pan Pizza 
she’s so obsessed with. End with a meal at Oaxen Krog (www.
oaxen.com), where you’ll be treated to Nordic cuisine at its 
best (think Jerusalem artichoke with chicken of the woods, 
smoked ox marrow and sea buckthorn or Swedish duck with 
chanterelles, forest capers, celeriac and spruce cream).

DAY 3: Stockholm has some fabulously unique homages 
to the past, such as the Vasa Museum (www.vasamuseet.se). 
It has exactly one exhibit: the Vasa, a Swedish warship that 
sank on its maiden voyage in 1628. Excavated in 1956, its 

remains were reconstructed using largely original material, 
and the museum, gloomy and atmospheric (the light and 
temperature are controlled to preserve the ship), pays tribute 
to this massive, intricately decorated centrepiece, with 
displays on maritime living, the voyage and other aspects of 
its history. Step out and head to the bright, airy Rosendals 
Trädgård (www.rosendalstradgard.se), an organic garden 
that also houses a café and bakery; everything is made using 
on-site ingredients. The staff conducts workshops on organic 
farming and the space is a popular venue for parties. Have 
a light lunch and glass of glögg here before hitting Skansen
(www.skansen.se). This is not your average museum; it is the 
oldest open-air museum in the world. Sprawled across 75 
acres, it portrays what life in Sweden was like in the 18th and 
19th centuries via reconstructions and replicas of farmsteads, 
homes, churches, bakeries, pottery and shoemaking 
workshops and much more. My favourite was the printing 
workshop, complete with a gorgeous printing press and even 
interpreters and guides in period costume. Skansen also has 
a zoo, home to animals like wolves, otters, moose and lynxes, 
and in December, a huge Christmas market is set up, selling 
everything from hot rolls and glögg to mittens. At the centre 
of the market is a giant, beautifully decorated tree, around 
which visitors dance to the happy notes of a live band. If 
you’re lucky and in the area on 13 December, witness the 
celebrations of the medieval-era Christian festival of Lucia at 
Skansen—local kids perform a stunning concert of 
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traditional songs, made even more beautiful by the light of 
the candles that decorate the stage. Have an early dinner 
back at the hotel.

DAY 4: Ever heard someone say there’s a heatwave when 
it’s -9˚C? When the captain of the flight from Stockholm to 
Kiruna, Sweden’s northernmost town, announced this during 
our descent, I almost cried. But after a few hours, when 
we reached the village of Jukkasjärvi and I saw what was 
to be my home for the next three nights, I was enchanted. 
Located 200km north of the Arctic Circle, ICEHOTEL (www.
icehotel.com; doubles from SEK2,700 or 21,860 for a warm 
room; SEK7,060 or 57,160 for an Art Suite) is like a fairy 
tale. Once you’ve checked in, pull on the snow gear that the 
staff gives you (snowsuit, balaclava, boots and mittens) and 
spend some time exploring the property. There are warm 
areas, such as the reception, restaurant and a set of warm 
rooms, but the main draw, of course, is the igloo-shaped 
cold section, which is treated as a museum during the day, 
with guided tours of its -5˚ interiors. When you step into the 
metal doorway covered in reindeer pelts, you’ll be forgiven 
for thinking you’re in the Snow Queen’s Palace in Narnia. 
Long corridors of pure, pearlescent ice lit with sparkling 
chandeliers divide the rooms and suites, most of which are 
melted and rebuilt every year using ‘snice’, a combination of 
snow and ice, though now, there is a permanent cold section 
that functions through the year as well. Art is a major focus 
at ICEHOTEL, and many of the suites are designed by 
artists from around the world, which makes you feel like 

you’re walking through a giant, freezing installation. It’s a bit 
unnerving, but nothing a drink at ICEBAR can’t fix. Follow 
that up with dinner of reindeer with chocolate and potato 
fondant, bleak roe, salmon with wasabi and other Arctic 
delicacies at the in-house restaurant. And while it’s tempting 
to try a cold room, I’d recommend giving yourself a couple of 
days to acclimatise and book a warm room at first. 

DAY 5: Post breakfast, head out to the Reindeer Lodge
(www.nutti.se; doubles from SEK3,300 or 13,360) in 
Jukkasjärvi, run by reindeer herders from the Sámi tribe. 
Harness your reindeer to your sled and hold on tight, 
because reindeer are extremely strong and the painfully 
cold wind makes it hard to maintain your grip on your sled 
(my own beast was a rather obstinate fellow who threw me 
off into the snow and ran away no less than four times—I 
nicknamed him Rude Olph). But once you find your rhythm, 
take in the incredibly beautiful views of snow-covered birch 
forests and a vast frozen lake. Warm up afterwards over 
spicy reindeer stew and lingonberries by a fire inside a Sámi 
tent, and listen as the tribe members regale you with ancient 
myths and legends. Back at ICEHOTEL, take a nap and have 
an early dinner so that you’re all set for the night’s adventure. 
The hotel organises guided excursions on snowmobiles to go 
spot the Northern Lights, and it is like nothing you’ve ever 
experienced before. Ride out into the wilderness for close 
to four hours, with stops along the way for photography, 
and for dinner of reindeer stew at a log cabin way up north, 
before heading back. Once you’re on this magical ride, the 



Clockwise from top: the central display at the Vasa Museum in Stockholm; lunch with the Sámi tribe in a tent by a fire; at Rosendals Trädgård, 
an organic garden in Stockholm; snowman-shaped sweets at a café in Stockholm; reindeer-sledding with Sámis through birch forest
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Clockwise from top left: guests at ICEHOTEL; inside the cold section of the hotel; an outdoor installation of reindeer in Stockholm

landscape changing from fairy-lit Christmas trees and small 
homes on the outskirts of the village to otherworldly shapes 
of prehistoric animals that are actually just mounds of ice 
and snow clinging to trees, not a sound to be heard except 
the faraway howls of huskies, you might not even remember 
that you’re trying to spot the aurora. Until you do. I’m not 
given to gushing, but seeing those green bands dancing in the 
sky, first a faint wisp, then suddenly, a fierce blaze, was one of 
those moments that made me feel grateful to be alive. 

DAY 6: Have a lazy breakfast at the hotel and eventually, 
make your way to the in-house ice-sculpting class, where 
you’ll be given a block of ice and a chisel and tasked with 
making anything you like. This is actually easier than it 
looks, and even I, who failed regular clay sculpture class in 
school, was able to make something that vaguely resembled a 
Christmas tree, albeit a lopsided one. You’ll want to conserve 
your energy for your night in a cold room, so have lunch, 
nap and have an early dinner at Jukkasjärvi Homestead, a 
nearby restaurant that’s part of the hotel and offers solid 
comfort food like meat and potatoes along with salmon and 
reindeer steak. Fortify yourself with a drink or two before 
heading back. Pick up your essentials from your warm room 
and head across to the dressing room, which is also the 
reception for the cold rooms, to collect your sleeping bag 
and get instructions from the staff: you’re only supposed 
to wear a set of full-length thermals and a cap (the bag 

is made for -25ºC, and wearing more layers can actually 
prevent you from staying warm), but you can take gloves 
and socks in with you. And while taking your phone in isn’t 
recommended, if you do, keep it in a glove or sock inside the 
sleeping bag. Strip down to your thermals in the dressing 
room and lock up whatever you don’t need before heading 
out to your room (make sure you go to the loo beforehand, 
because most of the rooms don’t have one). My room, an 
Art Suite aptly called Counting Sheep, had a number of 
oddly shaped sheep with tiny heads and translucent eyes 
that gazed unblinkingly at me as I struggled to tuck myself 
in without slipping off the ice. But once I settled in and got 
over the weirdness of sleeping in a bag on a reindeer pelt on 
a mattress on a bed made of ice, and once my eyes adjusted 
to the eerie whiteness of it all, I realised it wasn’t that bad, 
and one can actually get in a few hours of fantastic sleep. It’s 
not the traditional definition of luxury, but that’s the thing 
about Sweden—you simply cannot put it in a box. And that is 
its magic. 

GETTING THERE
Fly to Stockholm with Air India from New Delhi or with Emirates 
(stopover in Dubai) from major Indian cities. Indian passport-
holders can apply for a Schengen visa with VFS Global (www.
vfsglobal.se). Visas cost 4,600 and take up to 12 working days to 
be processed.
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sweden is ancient history, cutting-edge arts, 
kitschy pop culture, sparkling white snow and 

sunlit blue waters—all in one
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ON

THE

FOOD TRAIL

IN

ODISHA
On a five-day trip across the state, 

Roshni Bajaj Sanghvi discovers a cuisine 
that is nothing short of  a revelation. 

Photographs by Pankaj Anand
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T
his is how the 
most Instagram-
worthy lunch of 
my life begins: a 
prasadam vendor 
lifts a large ovoid 
clay pot above his 
head, and swiftly 

crouches, swinging his arms down to 
crack the vessel open on the ground. 
Its insides are coated with a thin 
layer of cooked dal. A few minutes 
later, one wide, shallow piece from 
the side of the pot becomes my 
plate, and in it is my lunch—four 
kinds of rice, two kinds of lentil, 
three kinds of vegetable stew, a 
small earthen bowl of kheer and a 
sweet relish made with chunks of 
mango and apple. 

I’m at what could be one of the 
world’s largest outdoor eating areas, 
the 65,000sq ft Anand Bazaar, inside 
the 4,20,000sq ft Shree Jagannath 
Temple complex (www.jagannath.
nic.in) in Puri. I’m halfway through 
my five-day expedition through 
central Odisha, which, so far, 
has been revelatory. I have been 
documenting regional Indian 
cuisines for a few years now, and 
have, during my travels, sampled 
hyperlocal meals every chance I 
have had. I’ve eaten silkworms 
and mud eels in Assam; fiery beef 
and silky dumplings in Kerala; 
Sikh food in Nanded, Maharashtra, 
which, by virtue of its location, has 
been influenced by the cuisines of 
Telangana and Karnataka. But Odia 
food is the one that has remained 
resolutely elusive. My only taste of 
the cuisine was several years ago, 
in Mumbai’s Odisha Bhawan, and 
I had very little knowledge about 
its flavours and techniques. And so, 
with the help of Odia friends and 
fellow food journalists, I created 
an itinerary that would take me on 
a road trip through what they call 
‘the mother lode of Odia cuisine’—
Cuttack, Puri and Bhubaneswar, 
with a quick detour to Lake Chilika. 

The temple and its rituals are full of fun, fanciful tales. 
It is believed that Lord Jagannath uses each of his four 
dhams (pilgrimage sites) for specific pastimes. He bathes in 
Rameswaram, meditates in Badrinath, dines in Puri and retires 
in Dwarka. The pandas (priests who also act as guides) matter-
of-factly tell me that the lord appeased his wife with a rasgulla 
when he returned from his nine-day rath yatra. Hence the 
elaborate chhappan bhog, a meal prepared for the lord, sounds 
like both, a worthy cause and the result of his choice.

I sit with my guide, panda Rajaram Kar Singhari, on a 
covered porch attached to a shrine. He’s helped me negotiate 
everything in the temple complex, clearing paths through 
swirling crowds, fast-track sightings of various deities, a sneak 
peek into the tech-free kitchen with its 752 wood-fired stoves 
and 600 cooks preparing food over them in brand-new, off-the-
kiln, never-to-be-reused clay pots. 

He’s also organised my lunch, served in a repurposed broken 
pot that was used to cook the mahaprasad. Before we stepped 
into the temple, he’d asked me to hand over my phone. He 
tucked it into the waist of his dhoti, where it would stay until 
I exited the temple—bye-bye Instagram. Therefore, before I 
have a single bite, I try to burn the image of the meal into my 
memory. There is plain rice, ghia anna (lemony spiced ghee 
rice), khechudi (asafoetida-laced khichdi), kanika (sweet rice 
with warm spices), dalma (dal cooked with indigenous seasonal 
vegetables like plantain, gourds, eggplant and drumstick), 
mitha dali (sweet dal), mahura (a mixed vegetable stew 
with raw banana, yam and dried lentil dumplings, said to be 
Jagannath’s favourite), saaga (lightly seasoned, braised leafy 
greens with coconut), deulia besara (local seasonal veggies soft-
cooked in a mustard and coconut sauce), khatta (fruit relish) 
and thick, lightly sweet kheer. 

I take multiple breaks during this mammoth meal. Singhari 
hands me a steel glass containing tanka torani—fermented 
rice water made from mahaprasad rice, spiked with yoghurt, 
lemon juice, lemon leaves, ginger and a tempering of curry 
leaves, cumin and chillies. It’s tart, funky, brightly flavoured and 
cool—better than any masala chhaas I have ever had, and it 
reawakens my appetite, just as Singhari promised it would.

Later that day, I take a cycle rickshaw back to the southern 
gate of the temple, but this time, I stay outside and eat where I 
hear every Odia eats every day—the street. 

Each city I visit has its own celebrated street dishes. In 
Puri, I start with dessert. Shops outside the temple sell over 
20 varieties of sweets each. There is chhena poda, the state’s 
quintessential cake of chhena (fresh, curdled cheese, much 
like paneer) sweetened with syrup, cashews and raisins, and 
roasted until it’s caramelised and squeaky when chewed. 
There is jaggery-sweetened, dense, creamy kheersagar with 

Opposite page, clockwise from top left: chhena being made at a stall in 
Cuttack; fishermen on Puri Beach; the northern gate of Jagannath 
Temple; seafood at a stall in Puri. Previous pages from left: Jagannath 
Temple; rice being cooked at Chilika Dhaba
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“Chilika’s fresh water with a touch of  seawater makes morandi (small prawns) extra tasty, 

Fisherfolk on 
Chilika Lake
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but the kantal (medium-sized prawns) here are the tastiest”
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little chunks of soft chhena in it. I pack boxes of chhena gaja 
(a firmer version of gulab jamun made entirely of chhena) 
and the ubiquitous puri khaja (layered, fried pastry soaked in 
syrup). The streets around the temple feel lively and festive, 
small shrines clang with the sound of aartis underway, there’s a 
pleasant breeze and everybody seems to have a keen appetite 
for gupchup (large pani puris stuffed with mashed white peas, 
onions and green chillies, and a pani that is spicier and tangier 
than Mumbai’s) and muri (a dry, puffed-rice chaat with lots 
of salad vegetables and a touch of mustard oil). Outside the 
temple office, vendors are doing brisk business selling matar 
pani and mixed garam chaat—both iterations of spicy, steaming 
hot boiled white peas (also called ghugni) in a broth soured with 
sun-dried, unripe mango called ambulo, spiked with curry leaves 
and coriander and topped with sliced onion and cucumber. 

Central Odisha’s street food is unlike any other I have eaten 
anywhere. Despite hearing much about it right before my 
trip, I’m unprepared for dahibara aloo dum in Cuttack. Even 
in squally weather, a queue forms under an empty, covered 
shed marked Raghu Dahibara Aloodum (98611 70708). 
Half an hour later, Raghunath Sasmal and his sons show up 
with the day’s wares on a bright blue wooden cart. There are 
half a dozen icy pots of soft lentil dumplings soaked in cold, 
spiced buttermilk or in green, sweet-spicy chutney. There are 
four steaming pots of spiced soft potatoes in a thin red gravy. 
The boys get to work. Customers get individual leaf cones 
containing a pile of buttermilk baras plus one sweet chutney 
bara, topped with the aloodum, and a fiery red spice mix. 
We dig in with our fingers, and then cool off with a cup of 
buttermilk poured into the same cone. Sasmal, who started the 
stall 60 years ago, sits silently to one side, drinking chai. His 
faculties and movements are now limited by age, but he comes 
to work every day to ensure quality control. An hour later, 
they’re almost sold out.

At Raghu’s, I meet Devasis Jena, a professor of history at 
Cuttack College, who takes me for a whistle-stop run of his 
favourite Katki street foods. We sample piyazi (crunchy onion 
pakodas flavoured with green chillies, ginger and garlic), mini 
singara (vegetable-stuffed samosas) and aloo and vegetable 
chop at Sonu Ka Dukaan on Sati Chaura lane; gupchup at 
Sanjay Rai’s in Choudhury Bazar and crumbly bira (black 
gram) jalebi at Shree Shyam Sweets around the corner. Each 
street is a panorama of food shops and stalls, so I’m grateful for 
Jena’s curation. “The flavours in our versions, even in the dishes 
we share with other states, like muri and jhol, and our pithas 
(rice cakes in a variety of shapes, flavours and textures) aren’t 
found anywhere else,” says Jena.

If Cuttack’s best food is in 
its gullies, then Bhubaneswar’s 
is found in the homes of locals, 
and at Dalma (92384 59237). 
Debasish Patnaik is the co-owner 
of the seven-outlet restaurant 
chain, which he launched in 
Bhubaneswar in 2001, specifically 
so that he could make Odia 
food trendy with both tourists 
and teenagers. Now Dalma has 
branches in Delhi, Bengaluru and 
Kolkata. The original dining room, 
in Madhusudan Nagar, is simple 
and spare, but it has the most 
extensive Odia food menu I have 
seen so far: chhena tarkari (chhena 
balls lightly fried and dropped 
into a homestyle coriander-
cumin gravy), chattu rai (local 
wild mushrooms cooked in spicy 
mustard sauce), machha manji 
bhaja (fish roe fritters), kakharu 
phula bhaja (fritters of whole 
pumpkin flowers), jahni posta 
(ridge gourd cooked in a poppy 
seed-based gravy) and more. And 
it’s all delicious. If I had more time 
in Bhubaneswar, I would have 
had three meals at Dalma. Each 
dish, quite obviously, is informed 
by Patnaik’s own keen interest in 
food. “The dahibara is eaten in 
various forms around India, but in 
Odisha, we pair it with hot, spicy 
aloodum and ghugni,” he says, as I 
work my way through a bowl.

I’m beginning to understand 
Odia cuisine’s unique flavours, 
its simple cooking techniques, its 
lightness of spice and oil, its focus 
on traditional vegetables. I’m also 
beginning to notice patterns—
Odias eat through the day, up to 
six small meals, much like the six 
bhogs at the Puri temple. They’re 
fond of their fried breakfast and 
teatime snacks: mixtures, chops, 
baras. Mutton is popular and 
ghugni shows up in all sorts of 
chaat. In essence, Odia food has an 
underplayed rustic deliciousness, 
like food from a basic kitchen with 
a limited pantry, but cooked by a 
loving grandmother. Take pakhala, 
a modest, earthy breakfast staple 
of cooked rice that’s fermented 
overnight. One of the 56 dishes 
offered in the temple bhog, it’s 

“We sample piyazi (crunchy onion 
pakodas flavoured with green chillies, 

ginger and garlic), mini singara 
(vegetable-stuffed samosas) and aloo 

and vegetable chop”

Opposite page, clockwise from top left: mutton cooked in hollowed-out bamboo 
at Dalma; diners at Chilika Dhaba; prawn masala at Chilika Dhaba; the 
interiors of the Trident, Bhubaneswar
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“I did not anticipate that Odia food would be so astonishing—in 
its breadth and depth, its simplicity and diversity, its traditions and 
influences. The fact that this is one of  India’s massively underrated 
cuisines is our disadvantage, our loss. More of  us need to become 

curious about, and then familiar with, Odisha’s food”

Puri Beach. Opposite page: a devotee 
dressed as Goddess Kali during a 
procession in Cuttack
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considered to be cooling and great 
for digestion. The liquid part of the 
dish is torani, the same drink that 
helped me digest my meal at the 
temple. There are other variations, 
as I find out during lunch at the 
Bhubaneswar home of Manmath 
Singh Deo, the nephew of the 
current Gajapati Maharaja of Puri, 
Dibyasingha Deb IV, a hereditary 
custodian of the Jagannath Temple. 
“It’s sort of like khow suey,” says 
Deo. “The additions vary by season 
and from kitchen to kitchen.” Deo 
serves it with badi chura—sun-
dried lentil dumplings crumbled 
and sautéed with onion, garlic, 
green chillies and mustard oil. It’s 
absurdly simple and enormously 
satisfying, the crunch of the warm 
chura enlivening the cool, milky, 
soft rice. Increasingly, I realise 
the divine food of the temple 
informs the everyday food of 
Odia households. I eat versions 
of bhog dishes through my trip, 
and I look forward to every meal. 
“Lord Jagannath is not a static 
god,” says Deo, elaborating how 
the cuisine embraces seasonality. 
“He’s dynamic; he visits his uncles, 
he holidays, he takes rath yatras, 
he plays, he gets a fever, he needs 
to be nursed back to health. And 
each activity involves food.” 

Just a few days in Odisha have 
sold me on the cuisine. I’m looking 
up recipes, I’m pointing at new 
foods when I see them, I’m asking 
for names and samples everywhere. 
At the Trident, Bhubaneswar
(www.tridenthotels.com; doubles 
from 8,500), Dhwaneil Desai, 
assistant manager F&B, brings 
me a few out-of-print books on 
Odisha’s culture and cuisine from 
the 32-year-old property’s bar. 
Even here, at a five-star hotel, 
served in a grid of modern white 
ceramic bowls, Odisha’s food 
feels home-cooked. My thali 
features the staples: khatta, kanika, 
besara, santula, dalma, chhena 
poda, along with chinguri bhaja 
(shallow-fried prawns from the 
Bay of Bengal) and mansa kassa 
(the Odia predecessor to Bengali 
kosha mangsho, much like kanika 
precedes Bengal’s mishti pulao). 

It’s a common misconception, one that even I believed for 
a while, that Odia cuisine is a subset of Bengali cuisine. The 
idea exists perhaps because the volume of information about 
Bengali food is much larger, its popularity more widespread 
and its patrons and spokespeople more vehement. Perhaps it 
is also because wealthy Bengalis in the 19th century preferred 
to employ Odia cooks including those from temple kitchens. 
(Research has proved that the rasgulla was, in fact, introduced 
to Bengali kitchens via Odia cooks.) 

Adarsh Pandey, an executive chef at the Trident, provides 
context. “Mustard seeds, paste and oil are as important here 
as in Bengal, but the final tempering of spice poured over the 
dish after it is cooked is always done with ghee,” he says. “Also, 
Odia food is stronger on garlic, and doesn’t have the touch of 
sweetness found in Bengali food.”

As much as Odias love their vegetables, mutton and rice, 
they’ve always been a seaward-looking people, evidenced 
by a visit to the Odisha State Maritime Museum (www.
odishastatemaritimemuseum.org) in Cuttack, which had 
galleries showcasing the Kalinga kingdom’s trade routes to 
Greece, Rome, Java, Sumatra, Burma, Sri Lanka, Bali and 
Malay, as far back as 350BC. The town of Barkul sits on the 
western edge of Odisha’s brackish Chilika Lake. One of the 
largest coastal lagoons in the world, Chilika has 132 villages on 
its coast and islands, and it sustains about 1,50,000 fisherfolk. 
Rabindra Das, a manager at the Odisha Tourism Development 
Corporation, tells me: “Chilika’s fresh water with a touch of 
seawater makes morandi (small prawns) extra tasty, but the 
kantal (medium-sized prawns) here are the tastiest.” At the 
Panthanivas restaurant (www.panthanivas.com), there is more 
besara, but this time it contains khainga, a fish species found 
in Chilika that’s similar to milkfish. Its flesh is meaty, with a 
large single bone, and glistening large flakes, and it’s coated in 
a spiced mustard paste-coconut milk emulsion. There are more 
rewards under cracked and peeled shells at Chilika Dhaba
(98530 22996), on NH5. There’s dry crab and prawn masala 
cooked with fiery spices, softened with a touch of milk and 
coconut cream. Up to 300 people visit each day—all tourists 
stopping to dine at a dhaba that has textbook décor: plastic 
chairs, low communal tables, steaming open kitchen, whirring 
fans. Kartik Jena, a server who is enthusiastic enough to run 
a YouTube channel about the dhaba, cracks open crabs for 
me by striking the shell with the back of a spoon. The meat is 
juicy and sweet, and the contrast of the marinade amplifies its 
natural flavour. Like the meals at the temple, at Deo’s home, 
at the Trident, on the streets of Cuttack, this is unfussy food, 
but it has a rich sense of history, and an honesty and belief in 
ingredients and techniques that make it deeply satisfying.

Before I came to Odisha, I had hoped to discover a cuisine 
that was historic, rustic. What I did not anticipate was that 
it would be so astonishing—in its breadth and depth, its 
simplicity and diversity, its traditions and influences. The fact 
that this is one of India’s massively underrated cuisines is our 
disadvantage, our loss. More of us need to become curious 
about, and then familiar with, Odisha’s food. 

I pick up my plate of crab masala, position it so the red shell 
gleams under the dhaba’s angled sunlight, take a photograph 
and post it on Instagram. It looks delicious and beautiful, and 
sharing it feels really good. 
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The garden at the 
Trident, Bhubaneswar
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ZIMBABWE 
GOT BACK

Africa’s original safari heavyweight slid into total meltdown 
decades ago, but has now thrown itself back in the ring. 

Peter Browne reports on its feisty return to form. 
Photographs by David Crookes
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B
radfield’s hornbill is a wily character. 
Short of leg, stout of chest, with 
mournful yellow eyes and an 
oversized red beak, he struts about, 
pecking at the ground for grub and 
seeds to feed his expectant mate. 
When ready to lay her eggs, the 
female will shed all her feathers to 

line the nest, then seal herself away behind a wall of mud 
and her own droppings until the chicks are ready to fly. 

“That’s real trust,” says Lewis Mangaba, my guide at 
Linkwasha Camp (www.wilderness-safaris.com; doubles from 
US$1,080 or 70,350) in Hwange National Park. “There 
must be a very strong connection between them for her to 
wait, naked, for 52 days, unable to feed or fend for herself.”

Zimbabwe has a reputation for producing the top safari 
guides in Africa, and Mangaba is one of them. We first 
met two years ago in Tanzania’s Ruaha National Park, so 
I was surprised to see him waiting for me at the airstrip in 
Hwange. “Welcome home, Peter,” he said.

I was born in the Lady Chancellor Maternity Hospital 
in the British Colony of Southern Rhodesia. Before I left 

my homeland for good, it would change its name three 
times. Under the white-minority rule of Ian Douglas Smith, 
it was defiantly, illegally, Rhodesia; under the short-lived 
puppet government of Bishop Abel Muzorewa, it became 
Zimbabwe-Rhodesia. It emerged as the independent 
state of Zimbabwe in 1980, two decades after most other 
countries in Africa. I have lived through all its guises. 
At school, I wrote Cambridge exams and was called 
to assembly by bagpipes; I did national service in the 
Rhodesian army in the last year of a long guerrilla war. 
Too many friends were blown up by landmines; one died 
playing Russian roulette in the bar of the Monomotapa 
Hotel in Salisbury. By the late 1970s, violence had become 
the Rhodesian way. Everyone packed a firearm; if you had 
to leave town, it was under military escort. 

When the war ended and Mugabe came to power in 
1980, a cavalcade of newcomers arrived, this time armed 
with World Bank and NGO money to help rebuild 
the country. It was a time of hope, when sun-blushed 
Scandinavians and trust-fund Americans danced in beer 
gardens with dreadlocked poets to the beat of the Bhundu 
Boys, Oliver Mtukudzi and Thomas Mapfumo.
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For 20 years after independence, things stayed mostly 
stable thanks to foreign aid, buoyant tobacco sales and 
a successful safari industry. In those days, I went home 
for Christmas every year. I saw in the millennium with 
old university friends in a stone cottage way up in the 
drizzly mists of the Eastern Highlands, where there are tea 
plantations and lakes stocked with fat trout and mountain 
views that draw whistles. As midnight approached, we all 
lay outside and counted falling stars. Back in England, 
there would be fireworks and revelry, but I knew where 
I’d rather be. 

All that changed a few months later, when Mugabe, 
incensed with white farmers for backing a new opposition 
party, the MDC, took their land swiftly and brutally, 
without compassion or compensation. I watched from 
London as the land invasion escalated and insanity set in. 
In just a few years, hyperinflation had reached 80 billion 
percent and thousands of refugees and economic migrants 
had fled abroad, or bled into neighbouring countries. 

Lewis Mangaba remained optimistic though. “Things 
will get better,” he told me from his base in East Africa, 
“and then it will be time to go home.” For Mangaba and 

others, that time is now. Mugabe may still be in power and 
the country bankrupt, but since the American dollar was 
adopted as Zimbabwe’s official currency, there has been 
a small but noticeable improvement. Where supermarket 
shelves were once empty, they are now well stocked with 
(admittedly expensive) imported goods; where the banks 
were once shuttered, there is cash in some ATMs. On 
the surface, at least, there is a veneer of normality. Of 
course, what is not being said, at least in public, is that 
Mugabe is 92 and will very soon die. Then things will 
have to change, one way or another. To prepare for that 
moment, there has been a shift from safari operators 
boycotting the country towards supporting the return of 
this tourism to the southern African circuit where it once 
played a starring role. Mangaba has come home to be 
head guide at Linkwasha Camp, the smartest new lodge 
to open in Zimbabwe in decades. Owned and operated 
by Johannesburg-based Wilderness Safaris, it sits on a 
private concession in the southern reaches of Hwange 
National Park, Zimbabwe’s biggest game reserve, with 
deep Kalahari sands and wide open plains peppered with 
gigantic termite mounds, like thousands of miniature 

A water pan in Hwange National Park. 
Previous pages: a bull elephant in 

Gonarezhou National Park



volcanic plugs. There are no rivers in these parts, but a 
network of pans—filled from subterranean waterholes 
powered by rackety diesel engines—attracts masses of 
wildlife. In winter, big herds of elephants and buffaloes 
gather; there are elegant antelopes, including glossy sable, 
and plenty of lions (handsome, black-maned Cecil was the 
most famous and his gene pool is evident everywhere).

On my first day, Mangaba and the camp’s brilliant 
learner guide Bulisani Mathe (Buli) showered me with 
bush know-how and folklore on a walk across the Ngamo 
Plains. They told me how wild basil is used to treat sore 
throats and as a mosquito repellent, but also as a perfume 
by the women of the village; how, if a helmetshrike 
songbird should cross your path on the way home, that 
night, you will eat meat; how termites harvest grain for 
their fungal gardens and how termite-mound soil makes 
the best bricks for houses. As the sun reached its zenith, 

we traced a trail of vertebrae to the skull of a young zebra 
that, said Buli, judging by the size of the puncture holes, 
had been eaten by a leopard. 

But nothing could compare to the sight of a sexually 
aroused bull elephant scratching his belly with his penis. 
Male elephants only start breeding at the age of 30 (for 
females, it’s as young as eight) and bulls in musth for the 
first time are crazy on hormones, unpredictable and single-
minded in their quest to mate with as many females as 
possible. We watched as two youngsters pretended to feed 
while they waited for an older bull to move away from a 
female in estrogen, before chasing after her. For some time, 
we could hear her alarm calls carry across the savannah as 
she tried to shake off her inexperienced suitors. 

I first saw the Victoria Falls 35 years ago, when my 
army squadron was based here, and I have been back 
many times since, but it’s impossible to replicate the initial 
impact that sight commands: a curtain of water (more than 
500 million litres per minute in full flow) nearly 2km wide, 
crashing down over 100m to the rocks below. The sound 
reverberates through your body; the spray lashes your face. 
Slippery, winding paths skirt through roaring cataracts 
and cauldrons along the narrow gorge through a dense, 
dripping forest filled with orchids and lilies and vines. 
There are still no safety railings along the way. Indeed, 
nothing seems to have changed much since 1904, when the 
Victoria Falls Hotel (www.victoriafallshotel.com; doubles 
from US$432 or 28,100) opened to workers arriving on 
Cecil Rhodes’ new railway line from Cape Town on its  
way to Cairo. 

Victoria Falls Airport has recently been upgraded, 
with a US$150 million loan from China, allowing direct 
international flights to land for the first time. On paper, 
it has the potential to double the number of visitors to 
this tiny town; maybe even turn it into a commercial hub 
serving neighbouring Namibia, Botswana and Zambia. 
Certainly, its development has spawned a number of 
improvements as well as restaurants and hotel openings. 
The Victoria Falls Safari Lodge, built over 20 years ago on 
a ridge overlooking a waterhole in the Zambezi National 
Park and still one of the best hotels around, has launched 
a more intimate Club with butler service, as well as smart 
new apartments (www.africaalbidatourism.com; doubles 
from US$434 or 28,270 for the Lodge and US$550 or  

35,830 for the Club).  
But for me, the only place to stay has always been the 

Victoria Falls Hotel. My grandmother and parents used to 
drink tea on the lawn here, and I have stuck with it loyally 
through lean times when the food was gruesome and the 
staff uniforms frayed. Now there’s crocodile Caesar salad 
on the lunch menu at Stanley’s Terrace, where you can 
watch the spray from the falls rise into the sky like Prince 
of Wales plumes, and silver service in the formal dining 
room where a pianist plays show tunes. As Holly Golightly 
said of another institution, “The quietness and the proud 
look of it; nothing very bad could happen to you there.”

From the falls, the Zambezi River continues its journey 
west towards the Indian Ocean until it fans out to form a 
vast inland sea, created by the construction of the Kariba 
Dam Wall, officially opened by the Queen Mother in 1960. 
My father kept a little boat on Lake Kariba for 20 years or 
more. In those days, if we wanted to swim, my dad would 
simply putter out into the middle of the lake, far from the 
reach of crocodiles, and we’d all dive in. In more recent 
years, I’ve seen 6ft and 8ft scaly-back monsters trailing 
houseboats a very long way from shore, snapping at scraps 
of food tipped overboard. 

This time around, I hitched a ride to Lake Kariba on a 
Wilderness Air Cessna on its way from Hwange to Mana 
Pools National Park. Although there is no better way to 
spend Kariba day than fishing on its surface, the only way 
to get a handle on its magnitude is to see it from the air: 
the hazy blue horizon; the deep incision of Sinyati Gorge; 
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Cheetahs behind a termite mound, 
used as a lookout, at Hwange National 

Park. Opposite page: a suite at the 
Victoria Falls Hotel

“We watched two cheetahs hunt an impala until night fell 
and we sat silent, transfixed by their precision stalking and 

finally, the thrash and thud of the kill ”
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branches. We watched carmine bee-eaters bore holes into 
the bank to build a safe house for their eggs, and found 
fresh leopard prints on a late afternoon walk. 

About 15km from the Zambezi River, reached via 
rudimentary roads, is Kanga Camp (www.africanbushcamps.
com; US$954 or 62,140), a remote outpost owned by the 
hugely respected guide, Beks Ndlovu. With just six tents on 
raised wooden decks arranged around a hidden water pan, 
Kanga appears from nowhere like a secret glade in a scene 
from Fantasia. Bush-whacked and laid-back, this feels like 
the Mana of old, somewhere to scale back expectations, 
switch off your internal engine and watch as creatures 
emerge from the vegetation to come down and drink. 

The Lowveld of Zimbabwe is a hot, parched region 
in the southeast of the country, bordering South Africa 
and Mozambique and home to the Shangaan people. 
The ruined city of Great Zimbabwe, built in the 12th and 
13th centuries by ancestors of the ruling Shona tribe, lies 
to the north and the Limpopo River to the south. There 
isn’t much in between. In colonial days, huge tracts of 
this barren land were parcelled up as cattle ranches and 

used to lure white settlers. The only other way to make 
a living down here was to find work on a sugar cane 
plantation (Triangle, which opened in the late 1930s, and 
Hippo Valley in the 1950s). Even today, the sugar estates 
remain incongruous expanses of bright green amid the 
inhospitable, red-earth scrubland.

Gonarezhou National Park is the Lowveld’s secret 
weapon. Its name translates to ‘place of the elephants’ 
as back in the day of Great White Hunters, this far-flung 
expanse of wilderness was known for throwing up a 
disproportionate number of big tuskers. It is a phenomenal 
park, with brooding baobabs and a great phalanx of 
sandstone cliffs: grand, compellingly epic and completely 
devoid of people. It is also resolutely difficult to access and 
the infrastructure is primitive, although that is changing 
with the help of the Frankfurt Zoological Society. There 
are hopes that it will, one day, form part of an enormous 
Peace Park to straddle Zimbabwe and Mozambique 
and take in South Africa’s Kruger National Park. For 
decades, it was in a no-go zone overrun with Mozambican 
troops, but since the end of the war, it has found a voice 
in conservationist Clive Stockil, whose pioneering 
CAMPFIRE scheme, which involves local communities 
in wildlife management, won him a Prince William Award 
for Conservation. In the 1990s, he opened two safari camps 
on Shangaan land bordering Gonarezhou, with hundreds 
of villagers set to benefit. But as the Zimbabwe economy 
collapsed, so did the dream. One of the camps, Chilo Gorge 
Safari Lodge (www.chilogorge.com; doubles from US$520 
or 33,870), recently reopened after a shake-down and refit 
financed by fresh investors. From this necklace of smart 
stone-and-thatch cottages hugging a cliff above the Save 
River, there are astonishing views across Gonarezhou as 
far as the eye can see.

I crossed the river by pontoon and traversed this 
majestic place with Lionel Muzengi, Chilo’s sparky learner 
guide, and we didn’t see another vehicle the entire day. We 
picnicked alone at the base of the Chilojo cliffs, soaking 
up the silence while watching elephants lumber past in 
the distance. We drove through forests of fat baobab trees 
thousands of years old and down to Machanu water pan, 
surrounded by lala palms and riverine woodland, where 
red-billed buffalo weavers build their nests of many rooms.

Also adjoining Gonarezhou is Singita Pamushana Lodge
(www.singita.com; doubles from US$2,990 or 1,94,460), 
the most exclusive safari camp in Zimbabwe. The 1,30,000-
acre former Lone Star Ranch was bought by American 
billionaire Paul Tudor Jones almost 20 years ago from 
Ray Sparrow, a much-loved character who lived on the 
property until he died in 2014, at 92. From this land, Tudor 
Jones created the Malilangwe Wildlife Reserve, which he 
restocked with animals from the finest gene pools and built 
Pamushana, now part of Luke Bailes’ superb Singita safari 
stable. I had been hearing good things about Pamushana 
since the late 1990s, and that was before Singita took on 

the management and upped its game. Each of Singita 
Pamushana’s six stone guest lodges (to call them rooms, 
or even suites, seems impertinent) is multilayered, with 
colourful mosaics, fabrics and abstract murals inspired by 
Shangaan culture; they have private pools and open fires 
and bathtubs deep enough to swim in. 

Sheltering endangered wildlife comes with a great deal 
of responsibility and the reserve is patrolled by 80 anti-
poaching rangers, financed by the non-profit Malilangwe 
Trust. Buying and stocking this land was the easy part; 
hanging onto it through various land-ownership disputes 
must have involved diplomatic skills of balletic dexterity. 
The trust has been hugely influential in the Lowveld, 
feeding almost 20,000 children at school each day and 
subsidising building, irrigation and even solar-power projects 
in the area. In 2015, it donated five of the reserve’s black 
rhinos to the Zimbabwe government, allowing their transfer 
to Botswana to honour a political pledge made in 2011. 

I didn’t see any rhinos on my evening game drive, so had 
to make do with a gang of excitable bull elephants playing 
in a mud bath, a herd of handsome kudus, a yellow-eyed 
martial eagle drowning its prey, an irritated white plover 
dive-bombing an open-billed stork and two regal cheetahs 
hunting an unsuspecting impala until night fell and we 
sat silent in the moonlight, transfixed by their precision 
stalking and finally, the thrash and thud of the kill. 

“Gonarezhou is a phenomenal park, with brooding baobabs and a great phalanx 
of sandstone cliffs: grand, compellingly epic and completely devoid of people”

GETTING THERE:  Fly to Victoria Falls Airport with Kenya 
Airways from Mumbai with stopovers in Dubai and Nairobi, or 
with Air India from New Delhi with a stopover in Addis Ababa. 
Most national parks are a drive or domestic flight away. 
Indian passport-holders can apply for an e-visa online (www.
evisa.gov.zw). Visas take two working days to be processed, 
but you should apply at least three weeks prior to travel. The 
cost will be intimated upon approval of the visa.
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A lodge at Singita 
Pamushana in the Lowveld



modena 
to mumbai
Massimo Bottura, owner and chef of three-
Michelin star Osteria Francescana that was 
judged the best restaurant in the world in 2016, 
was in India for the fi rst time and cooked for a 
select group of guests at a one-night-only event. 
Part of Condé Nast Traveller’s Hot Tables culinary 
series, the dinner was co-hosted by luxury jewel-
lery brand NIRAV MODI. The venue, the Four 
Seasons Hotel Mumbai, sparkled with a gorgeous 
NIRAV MODI jewellery display, while the dining 
room itself, with its muted grey walls and photo-
graphs of Italy by Sunhil Sippy, brought to mind 
Bottura’s famed Modena restaurant. The chef 
delighted guests with a seven-course meal that 
included classics from his repertoire—Autumn in 
New York, The crunchy part of the lasagna and, 
of course, Oops! I dropped the lemon tart. At the 
end of the night, he surprised guests by signing 
copies of his book, Never Trust a Skinny Italian 
Chef, at the Four Seasons Private Residences 
Mumbai. “Cooking is an act of love,” Bottura 
wrote in the books. Nirav Modi and 

Massimo Bottura

CNT's Divia Thani and 
Sonam Kapoor

 Condé Nast's Alex Kuruvilla andi 
 Mira Rajput Kapoori 

 Condé Nast's  
 Arjun Mehra

 Lara Gilmore 

 Aryama Sundaram 

Sunhil Sippy and CNT's 
Sunaina Talwar Khiani

 Vikas and 
 Gayatri Oberoi

 Adarsh and 
 Shilpi Jatia 

 Anandita Mariwala and 
 Aparna Chudasama 

Mallika Advani andi
 Ashish Goeli
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Harsh Goenka

Swati Piramal

Sunita and Vijay 
Choraria

Priti Shroff
Sabina and 
Sanjeev Chona

Anita Samuel and 
Hemali Mehta Pirojsha Godrej

Nandini 
Piramal

Amit and Reshma 
Sahu

Rahul 
Sheth

Beautiful, psychedelic, 
spin-painted red beetroot, 
not flame-grilled

A jewellery display

Mallika 
Nath

Namita 
Kuruvilla

 Oops! I dropped thei
 lemon tart, 

Bottura'si
 iconic desserti

Apoorva PatniShweta Bhosale

Karan Boolani

Peter De Young

Massimo Bottura signing 
copies of his book at the Four 
Seasons Residences

Madhulika 
Sundaram

Reena 
Wadhwa

Sandeep Tandon Karla Godrej

Ashok 
Wadhwa

 Pallavi Surana and 
 Madhu Neotia 

Gauri Tandon
Vipul and Akhil 
Ambani

Ambika Jain and Shefali 
Munjal
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BLACK BOOK
MUSEUMS RESTAURANTS FAMILY-FRIENDLY BEACHES

TEL AVIV
Country: Israel

Population:  4,38,818
Predominant languages:

Hebrew, Arabic, English
Founded: 1909

Minutes to central Tel 
Aviv by train from Ben 

Gurion Airport

How to get there: Turkish Airlines (www.
turkishairlines.com) and Qatar Airways (www.

qatarairways.com) have regular flights from 
Delhi and Mumbai 

Visa: Indian passport-
holders can apply online 

(www.israelvisa-india.
com). Visas cost 1,600

Tel Aviv as a food 
capital might not 
have the splashy 
inventiveness of 
Copenhagen or the 
Michelin tally of San 
Sebastian, but its 
approach—everything 
is fresh and locally 
sourced, and 
everything is prepared 
with minimal fuss—is 
exactly how we want 
to eat right now.
The street food—
hummus, falafel, 
tabbouleh—has 
always been 
legendary. This is 
a city where the 
pita joints and 
hummusiyas are de 
facto social hubs 
(“They are so packed, 
you often end up 
eating outside, next to 
a doctor and across 
from a soldier,” says 
Israeli-born American 
chef Michael 
Solomonov), and 
the frenetic, massive 
markets, where locals 
haggle for measures 
of za’atar and nosh 
on olives at wine 
bars, stretch on for 
blocks. Over the last 
decade, chefs such 

as Eyal Shani and Raz 
Rahav have been using 
staple ingredients 
synonymous with the 
country—eggplant, 
bulgur, cumin, 
chickpeas—and 
honouring homestyle 
Israeli cooking by 
keeping their dishes 
simple. Shani’s pita 
chain, Miznon (www.
miznon.com)—which 
is also in Vienna 
and Paris—roasts a 
whole head of nearly 
unadorned cauliflower 
that draws lines out the 
door. It makes sense 
that New Israeli cuisine 
has achieved global 
status, considering 
that anyone who’s 
tried to book a table at 
London’s Ottolenghi 
knows. But what really 
sets Tel Aviv apart is 
its other attributes—
white-sand beaches, 
Bauhaus architecture, 
a relentless club scene 
that can win over 
even the staunchest 
of homebodies. And 
the city is eminently 
walkable—which 
makes getting your 
sabich near Meir Park 
that much easier. 
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An aerial view of 
Gordon Beach



No one in town does 
New Israeli food quite 
like Eyal Shani, whose 
empire includes Miznon 
and the chef’s table-
style HaSalon (+972 
52 703 5888). It’s 
no wonder the Paris 
Miznon and Shani’s 
Tzfon Abraxas (+972 
3 516 6660) made it 
to the CNT US ‘Where 
in the World to Eat’ list 
for their chraimeh (fish 
baked in spicy tomato 
sauce), vibrant beet 
carpaccio and whole 
roast cauliflower, which 
is arguably the trendiest 
Israeli dish around the 
world these days. 

Shani now has 
some home-town 
competition: Yossi 
Shitreet, who makes 
every ingredient count 
at Mashya (www.
mashya.co.il), also near 
the city centre. His salad 
of charred watermelon, 
black quinoa and sea 
bream crudo may well 
bring you back again for 
dinner the next night.
If you’re after hyperlocal 
fare, there’s Claro
(www.clarotlv.com), 

WHERE YOU’RE 
SITTING DOWN
TO EAT

THEN 
THERE’S 
STREET 
FOOD

Falafel
Our go-to for fried 

chickpea balls 
is Falafel Gabai

(+972 3 629 7060), 
just a few blocks off 

Frishman Beach.

Rugelach
Try the crescent-
shaped pastries 

filled with chocolate 
or Nutella from 
Jaffa’s Abulafia 
Bakery (+972 3 

682 8544).

Sabich
It’s pita with 

eggplant, egg, 
potato, tahini, onion 
and hummus. Get 
yours at Ovadia’s 
Sabich, just south 

of Meir Park.

Bourekas
Phyllo dough 

stuffed with olives, 
pickles, and eggs 
and/or meat—the 

best are at Original 
Turkish Bourekas
at Carmel Market.

Kibbeh 
For a grab-and-

go snack, pick 

up these rolls of 

ground lamb, pine 

nuts and bulgur in 

Hatikva Market.

a high-ceilinged dining 
room in an iconic 
Templar-style building 
near the Sarona 
Market. Here, weekend 
brunch means green 
shakshuka—a mini-skillet 
of yoghurt, feta, spinach, 
eggs and challah—
topped with herbs 
from the restaurant’s 
garden and made 
with ingredients from 
nearby small farms and 
producers. 

Arguably the most 
upscale take on the 
movement comes from 
Raz Rahav, a 26-year-
old wunderkind whose 
year-old restaurant OCD
(www.ocdtlv.com), 15 
minutes south of the 
centre, has two nightly 
seatings and is booked 
out weeks in advance for 
his nine-course tasting 
menu, which may include 
purple sweet potato tuile, 
grilled duck hearts with 
corn cream and bay leaf 
crème brûlée with celery 
sorbet. After all that food, 
you’ll need a digestif, so 
head around the corner 
to Par Derriere (www.
parderriere.co.il). 
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He’s a force to reckon in the 
world of luxurious, personalised 
and innovative invitations. Ravish 
Kapoor, Delhi-based invitation 
card designer and founder of the 
brand Ravish Kapoor Innovative 
Invitations is changing the way 
we celebrate life. Whether it’s to 
mark the union of the forever kind 
of love or to inaugurate a special 
moment in one’s life, no idea is too 
bold or design too extravagant to 
eloquently reflect the occasion for 
this creative genius. Ravish Kapoor 
leaves no stone unturned and has 
been loved and handpicked by 
the crème de la crème in India 
and abroad for his ingenuity and 
customised, luxe works of art. 
Testament of his pedigree of work, 
are beautiful memories that he has 
created for some of the best-
known celebrities like Adnan Sami 
and Zaheer Khan.

With every innovation, Ravish 
Kapoor taps into his imagination 
and brings to life unique and 
inspired creations executed with 
a rare finesse. Just like he did 

when he crafted Adnan Sami’s 
daughter’s birth announcement 
cards. With only the tiny little detail 
of the daughter’s name which was 
Medina, derived from the Holy 
city of Medina in Mecca, as his 
brief, Ravish Kapoor designed an 
elegant box keeping the city of 
Medina in mind, using elements 
from Prophet Muhammad’s 
mosque. The front of the box 
design was inspired by the doors 
of the holy mosque, while the 
side flaps of the box inside drew 
references from the shading 
umbrellas at the mosque. The box 
also featured a gold plated logo, 
specially designed for his daughter, 
merging with her birth date and 
the towers of the holy mosque.   

Another noteworthy 
masterpiece is the wedding 
reception invitation card Ravish 
Kapoor designed for famous 
cricketer Zaheer Khan and 
his fiancé, Bollywood actress 
Sagarika Ghatke. The invitations 
featured two distinct styles—one 
accompanied with a box of 

chocolates and the other with 
an envelope. The couple knew 
exactly what they wanted, from 
the fonts and the colours to the 
feel of the paper being used. They 
wanted it to be classy, simple, 
understated and sophisticated. 
Sagarika expressed that she had 
the concept of a tree of life in 
mind and she wanted it to be 
incorporated with a paper which 
was raw and had its own texture. 
Ravish Kapoor put all his expertise 
in action and sourced a paper 

called Modi Giliani, imported 
from Italy by a company called 
Cordenons. Zaheer wanted 
to use a nice deep colour to 
accentuate the invite, which led 
Ravish Kapoor’s team to select a 
very deep shade of purple with 
hints of matte gold for the prints. 
Ultimately, the final outcome was 
a special invite that resonated 
with Zaheer and Sagarika’s style 
sensibilities and personalities in a 
fine balance, as well as reflected 
the special occasion in entirety.   

Designed to perfection and crafted to evoke emotion and inspire celebration—everything that 
comes out of the atelier of Ravish Kapoor Innovative Invitations, is a masterpiece of epic proportions

EVERLASTING IMPRESSIONS



YES, YOU 
CAN (AND 
SHOULD) 
GET LOST IN 
THE FOOD 
MARKETS
Carmel You’ll find 
both the traditional—
Yemenite jachnun pastry 
stands—and the trendy—
microbrew spot Beer 
Bazaar (www.beerbazaar.
co.il)—in the city’s largest 
market. It has food 
stands, lunch trucks, 
coffee and cocktail bars, 
and restaurants, all near 
the city centre. PSA: It’s 
closed on Saturdays.

Levinsky This five-block-
long emporium comes 
to life on Fridays, when 
locals from the nearby 
Florentin neighbourhood 
kick off the weekend 
with hummus from 
Garger HaZahav (www.
gargerhazahav.com) 
and espresso at Café 
Levinsky (+972 58 448 
8480). Souvenir-seekers 
should hit up spice shop 
Pereg (+972 3 681 3956) 
for packages of dried 
Israeli chillies and sumac.  

Sarona This central 
glass-ceilinged spot 
has over 90 shops and 
restaurants popular with 
an after-work crowd who 
sip Israeli Chardonnays 
at the sleek Tasting 
Room wine bar before 
feasting on prime rib at 
Arais (www.arais.co.il).

Jaffa is a place where 
young tech types meet 
over Margaritas and 
cyclists zoom past 
gossiping grandmas 
in narrow Old Town 
alleys lined with historic 
churches, synagogues 
and mosques. Walk along 
the promenade from 
Gordon Beach or rent a 
Tel-O-Fun city bike to get 
there. You’ll know you’ve 
arrived once you spot the 
restored Ottoman-era 
Clock Tower. At the Flea 
Market, locals hawk rugs, 
vintage threads, pottery 
and silverware, but don’t 
miss the indie boutiques 

MAKE A DAY OF IT IN JAFFA WHAT CHEF/
FOOD WRITER 
RUTHIE ROUSSO 
DOES OFF THE 
CLOCK

two blocks west. At 
Zielinski & Rozen (10, 
Rabbi Pinchas), perfumer 
Erez Rozen will blend 
a personalised scent 
from oils like lavender 
and lilac. Right across 
Ami’ad Street, designer 
Sharon Brunsher sells 
slinky dresses and knitted 
leather tanks. At sunset, 
walk to the waterfront and 
Instagram a picture of the 
mosque and Old Jaffa in 
the background. Grab a 
drink at Anna LouLou
(www.annaloulou.com), 
an underground bar with 
DJs, mismatched furniture 
and dancing.

“I’ll start with the world’s 
best coffee at Cafelix
(www.cafelix.de), off 
Shenkin Street. Then 
a quick stroll along 
Rothschild Boulevard 
in the White City to 
Sommer Contemporary 
Art Gallery (www.
sommergallery.com). For 
lunch, I pop into Hanan 
Margilan (+972 3 687 
3984) for Azerbaijani 
dushbara (meat-filled-
dumpling soup) and an 
icy vodka. Afterwards, 
I’ll browse the racks 
at Story (+972 3 744 
2911), which stocks my 
favourite local brand, 
Zucker. To catch the 
sunset, I bike from north 
to south on HaYarkon 
Street. The coastal vista 
opens up all the way 
to Jaffa, which always 
makes my heart skip  
a beat. I’ll have a late  
dinner at HaBasta
(+972 3 516 9234), for 
charred okra, cherry 
tomatoes and preserved 
lemons, and a crisp 
Israeli white wine.” 

“I shop at 
Habshush, 

a third-
generation 

spice 
emporium off 

Levinsky 
Market. 

They’ve got 
several kinds 
of za’atar and 
sumac, plus 

potions—they 
even sell dried 

lizards!” 
– Eyal Shani, 

chef and 
restaurateur

9.25
The Foursquare 

rating for Falafel 
Hakosem (+972 

3 525 2033)—
the highest of 
any hummus 
joint in town
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WITH NINE MILES OF BEACHES, 
YOU GOTTA KNOW WHERE TO 
SPREAD YOUR TOWEL

Ajami 
Who goes: Families, Jaffa hipsters and W Tel Aviv 
guests The scene: White-sand shores packed with 
locals on weekends
Banana
Who goes: Surfers and windsurfers, tourists, embassy 
staff and families The scene: Beachside cafés packed 
with artsy, boho types, and drum circles at dusk
Gordon
Who goes: Tourists from the nearby hotel towers, 
beach babes and gay locals The scene: R&R for the 
bronzed and beautiful: yoga bodies in teensy bikinis 
and Speedos reclining on beach towels P
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A dish at The Norman 
Restaurant. Right: the Clock 
Tower in Jaffa



Architectural Digest will 
unveil, for the very fi rst time, 

an iconic Christmas tree 
installation designed by

a renowned artist.

New Delhi    Mumbai

Visit architecturaldigest.in
for more details.

#ADDeconstructedChristmas



WHEN IT 
COMES TO 
HOTELS, GO 
BOUTIQUE
Hotel Montefiore If 
you can’t score one of 
the 12 dark-wood rooms 
in this 1920s mansion, 
try to stop by for happy 
hour. The Art Deco bar 
is packed with locals 
sipping Vitkin Syrah and 
snacking on the free 
bruschetta and olives. 
(www.hotelmontefiore.
co.il; doubles from 
ILS1,560 or 28,960)

The Norman The 50 
rooms in two restored 
buildings are some of the 
most desirable in town.
You’ll find hand-carved 
beds, sculptures from 
Israeli artists like Sigalit 
Landau, and a mid-
century-style cocktail bar. 
The only downside is that 
you have to shuttle to the 
beach. But once you see 
the rooftop infinity pool, 
you may not even want 
to. (www.thenorman.com; 
doubles from ILS2,004 or 

37,195)

White Villa Tel Aviv 
The recent wave of 
European immigrants 
is influencing the hotel 
scene. A Roman, for 
example, turned a 1948 
Le Corbusier-inspired 
mansion into this inn 
overlooking Ben Tzion 
Boulevard. Many of the 
18 rooms have private 
gardens or patios. (www.
whitevillahotel.com; 
doubles from ILS863 or  

16,000) 

TEL AVIV IS THE TECH CAPITAL 
OF THE MIDDLE EAST. HERE 
ARE THREE OF THE BEST APPS 
MADE IN-AND FOR-THE CITY
Artbit: This up-to-the-minute app lets you know 
about the latest graffiti show on Shenkin Street and 
which artist studios are open in Jaffa at the exact 
minute you’ll be there. (Android)

EatWith: Join other travellers and local foodies and 
chefs for a home-cooked meal. (iOS)

Gett: It lets you arrange a ride in a (vetted) private car 
for cheaper-than-cab-fares. (Android; iOS)

Who wants to sleep?
Dimly lit wine dens, roof-
top bars and all-night 
clubs make Tel Aviv the 
party capital this side of 
the Med (sorry, Beirut). 
Luckily, the spots that 
matter are within walking 
distance of each other 
or, at most, a short ride 
away, which is actually a 
better option once you’re 
three araks deep. Start 
your evening at 9pm in 
the south-central Little 
Tel Aviv neighbourhood 
at Kuli Alma, a warren of 
indoor/outdoor spaces 
with roving exhibitions 
(recently featured: 
Drake portraits and NBA 
cut-outs) and two DJs 
spinning into the wee 
hours. A five-minute walk 
will get you to Nanuchka
(www.nanuchka.co.il), 
a vegan eatery by day 
that bizarrely morphs 
into an all-out dance 
party come nightfall. 
Next, hop a 10-minute 
ride up Rothschild, past 
illuminated Bauhaus 
buildings, to grab a 
nightcap at Bellboy Bar, 
a quirky speakeasy in 
the Hotel Berdichevsky 
(www.hotelbtlv.com) 
where the cocktails come 
with a Middle Eastern 
twist (sesame-infused 
bourbon or carob  
syrup, anyone?). From 
there, join the beauties 
in their Louboutins at 
rooftop bar Suramare

BUT WITH 
NIGHTLIFE 
LIKE THIS…

(www.suramare.co.il), 
where the neon sign 
promises ‘drinks and 
happy food’. It delivers on 
both (the calamari and 
the basil-mint Martinis 
go down nicely at 2am), 
along with a bonus: killer 
views of the Tel Aviv 
skyline, both old and new.

“Late night, 
you’ll find 

lots of chefs, 
including 

me, at Brut 
Wine Bar. I 

love the 
fresh pasta 
and raw fish 
dishes like 

anthias 
(yellowtail) 
over bulgur 

salad.”
- Raz Rahav, 
chef, OCD
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BLACK BOOK

834
The area, in acres, 
of Tel Aviv’s White 
City of Bauhaus 

buildings

Architecture spotting: Bauhaus, White City Museum not to miss: Tel Aviv Museum of Art (www.tamuseum.org.il) Old Town exploration:
Yemenite Quarter People watching: Rabin Square P
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A staircase at White 
Villa Tel Aviv. Above:
a bar in Tel Aviv



The premier event for luxury business 
and creative leaders will bring 

together 500 senior fi gures from 
over 30 countries for two days of 
learning, networking and business 

building in the vibrant heart of Lisbon.

Hosted and curated by Suzy Menkes, 
International Vogue Editor, the 

conference programme will include 
keynote speeches, interviews, panel 

discussions and chats on topics critical 
to the global luxury and fashion industry.

TOPICS TO BE ADDRESSED INCLUDE:
   How “luxury” is being redefi ned for 
   a new generation and new geography 
   of consumers
   New approaches to sustainability
   The ongoing impact of technology
   Growth opportunities for the luxury 
   and fashion industry in new markets
   How consumers are creating their 
   own language of luxury

More information and tickets available at 
CNILuxury.com / +44 (0)20 7152 3472

EVENT SPONSORS

DRINKS SPONSOR
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SPEAKERS ANNOUNCED AT CNILUXURY.COM

HOST PARTNER

18-19 APRIL, PORTUGAL



SIMPLIFY WEDDING PLANNING THE VOGUE WAY

SAVE TIME & MONEY

ACCESS TO VOGUE CURATED BRANDS AND SERVICES

BRIDE & GROOM DESIGNERWEAR | CATERERS | CONFECTIONERY | DECOR & DESIGN 
ENTERTAINMENT | FLORISTS | HAIR & MAKE-UP | HANDBAGS & SHOES | INVITATIONS |

SARIS | TROUSSEAU | GIFTING & PACKAGING | VENUES | WEDDING PLANNERS PH
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INTERNATIONAL LUXURY BRANDS  |  JEWELLERY  |  PHOTOGRAPHERS & VIDEOGRAPHERS  | 



WHO CREATES THE BEST, BESPOKE INVITATIONS IN DELHI? 

CAN I GET A COMPANY TO MANAGE THE 
HOSPITALITY FOR OUR OUTSTATION GUESTS?

Make your dream wedding a reality
Call +91-9769002255 or visit vogueweddingcompany.com

WHO IS THE RIGHT DJ 
FOR MY EDM AND 
BOLLYWOOD SANGEET?

WHERE CAN  
I TAILOR-MAKE 
A TUXEDO 
FOR MY 
RECEPTION?

HOW DO I FIND THE RIGHT 
DESIGNERWEAR FOR MY BEACH 
WEDDING IN THAILAND?

HOW DO I FIND A WEDDING 
PLANNER WHO UNDERSTANDS 
MY TASTE AND BUDGET?

SHOULD I TRAVEL TO JAIPUR TO FIND 
THAT STATEMENT JADAU NECKLACE?

WHO ARE THE BEST EXPERTS TO PACKAGE MY TROUSSEAU?

WHICH IS THE BEST BOUTIQUE 
HOTEL FOR MY GOA WEDDING?

WHERE CAN I FIND THE 
RIGHT DECOR EXPERTS 
WHO CAN WORK 
WITHIN MY BUDGET?

WHO IS THE 
RIGHT MAKE-UP 
ARTIST FOR 
MYSELF, MY 
MOTHER AND 
SISTER?

WHO CAN HELP 
US CATER FOR 
AN INTIMATE 
PRE-WEDDING
LUNCH AT HOME?

WHERE CAN I FIND 
UNIQUE GIFTS IN MY 
BUDGET FOR THE 
EXTENDED FAMILY?

WHO IS THE BEST 
PHOTOGRAPHER FOR 
MY DESTINATION 
WEDDING IN DUBAI?



7 SERIES, 7 COURSES,
1 MASTER CHEF
This October, on Friday the 13th, no amount of bad luck 
could deter the spirits of the who’s who of Chennai. What 
awaited them was an evening driven by luxury, the BMW 
Culinary Series, curated by Condé Nast Traveller Hot Tables. 
Inspired by the most luxurious and innovative sedan—the 
BMW 7 Series, the grand gourmet experience was hosted 
at The Leela Palace Chennai where chef Rahul Akerkar 
prepared a starry seven-course meal. Guests sipped on The 
Glenlivet Founder’s Reserve and savoured dishes such as 
leek terrine, yellowfin tuna tartare and lamb loin. The evening 
was co-hosted by Ms Vasanthi Bhupati, Dealer Principal 
of BMW KUN Exclusive, Chennai and Condé Nast Traveller
India. In attendance were Swiss author Carlo Pizzati, fashion 
designers Shreya Kamalia and Vivek Karunakaran, food 
writers Nadia Cassam and Ameeta Agnihotri, author Akash 
Kapur with Auralice Kapur and members from the eminent 
Bajaj family of SISCO, to name a few.  Atul Malhotra 

 The BMW 7 Series 

 The Leela Palace’s   
 KM Chengappa 

 Shreya  
 Kamalia

 Deepak Suresh  Ratika and Sharad Haksar 

 Akash Kapur, Vivek Karunakaran, Carlo Pizzati, 
 Auralice Kapur and CNT’s Divia Thani 

 Chef Rahul Akerkar 
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 Nadia Cassam 

 CNT’s Sunaina Talwar Khiani, BMW KUN Exclusive’s
 Piyush Tiwari and BMW’s Apoorv Prakash  

 BMW KUN Exclusive’s 
 Vasanthi Bhupati  

RSVP



 Aswan and Monna Singh

 The table setup at The Leela Palace Chennai

 The Leela Palace’s 
 Lotika Sharma and 
 Ameeta Agnihotri 

 Vigneshwar Rajkumar and 
 Chandrika Vigneshwar 

 Abhishek and
 Sonal Lunawath

 K. Rani and S. Pooja 

Nimi and Deepak Arjundas

 Joseph and Antony Prince

 Michael Roberson 

 The Glenlivet 
 Founder’s Reserve 

 Jayshree 
 Ramesh and 
 Ramesh 
 Kondalswamy 

 Siddharth Jain 

 Rupa and Jolly Banerji 

 Gautham and Sonali Bulchandani 

 Sawan and 
 Surbhi Gupta 

 Ashish and 
 Megha Chopra  

 Kushboo Goel 

 Muthu and 
 Malarkodi  Kumaran 

 Nikita Bajaj 

 Rohit and Niharika Bajaj 

 Yellowfin tuna 
 tartare 

 Goat cheese 
 saffron 
 cappelletti 

 Anaka Narayanan 



Shankar Krishnamurthy

AN EVENING 
TO REMEMBER
Hyderabad’s swish set came out to be wined and dined 
as the BMW Culinary Series curated by Condé Nast 
Traveller Hot Tables headed to the city of Nizams. Inspired 
by the most luxurious and innovative sedan—the BMW 7 
Series—a seven-course meal by chef Rahul Akerkar was 
enjoyed at Park Hyatt Hyderabad. The evening was hosted 
by Mr Gautham Gudigopuram, Dealer Principal, BMW 
KUN Exclusive, Hyderabad and Condé Nast Traveller India. 
Guests sipped on The Glenlivet Founder’s Reserve  while 
they sampled unique gourmet creations such as yellowfin 
tuna tartare, tandoor-roasted butternut squash and lamb 
loin. The meal was finished with a poached pear and sticky 
ginger pudding. In attendance were guests such as power 
couple Mallika and Sidharth Reddy, designer Asmita 
Marwa, Malini Alexander, artist Dia Bhupal, Dia Bhandari 
and a host of others who enjoyed a night of luxury and 
innovation at its best. 

Nishat Fatima and Sabina Hussain

Harvesh and Asmita Marwah 
with Malini Alexander

Park Hyatt’s Thomas Abraham and 
CNT’s Sunaina Talwar Khiani 

CNT’s Divia Thani with 
chef Rahul Akerkar

Anindith Reddy Priya Ramkrishna
Farhad and 

Tanya Viccajee
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BMW KUN Exclusive’s Gautham 
and Divya Gudigopuram

Deepti and Sanjay Reddy Ashwati Abraham Sandeep Reddy

The Glenlivet Founder’s 
Reserve bar setupGirish and Divya Appasani

Dia Bhandary

BMW’s Apoorv Prakash

Ganesh 
Venkatachalam and 
Shobana Ganesh

Dia Bhupal, Iffat Khan and Nagu Reddy

Jayant and Rama Tagore 

Rashmi Sharma 

Mallika Reddy and Anushpala Kamineni

Cherry and 
Siddharth Jain

Vijay Reddy

RSVP

Duck breast with charred onions 
and valachi aamti 



Most Beautiful Couple 
Mira and Shahid Kapoor

A NIGHT TO SHINE

Most Beautiful Man of the 
Decade Akshay Kumar

Vogue’s Priya Tanna

Ageless Beauty winners Shweta Nanda Bachchan, Jaya Bachchan, 

Navya Naveli Nanda and India’s Sexiest Man winner Amitabh Bachchan

All roads led to the Taj Lands End, Mumbai, on 2nd August, 2017 as Vogue celebrated 
their 8th annual Vogue Beauty Awards to recognise and honour the beauty industry’s 
most coveted products, services and experts. It was a night of shimmer and shine, as 
Waluscha De Sousa kept things stirring as she hosted the event, this time even more 
special, given this year also marked 10 years of Vogue in India. The awards saw some 
of the biggest stars and infl uencers in attendance as the winners were announced in a 
glittering ceremony. As one of the most anticipated events on the Vogue calendar, it was 
defi nitely yet another double-tap-worthy #VogueBeautyAwards. 

Condé Nast’s Alex Kuruvilla with 
Vogue’s Nidhi Sharma Punjabi

Trends’ Shimmer and Shine booth

RAW Pressery booth

Most Beautiful 
Global Indian Icon 

Aishwarya Rai Bachchan

VBA judge 
Karisma Kapoor



Condé Nast’s Arjun Mehra 
and L’Oréal’s Shalini Raghavan

From left - Industry Super Hero winners Aalim Hakim, Adhuna Bhabani, Deepa Verma, 
Clint Fernandes, Ambika Pillai, Mickey Contractor, Nalini Naegamvala, Kanta Motwani and Namrata Soni

The Best Kept Secret

Vogue’s Anaita 
Shro�  Adajania

Natasha
Poonawalla

VBA Judge Karishma 
Manga Bedi at the Forest 
Essentials experiential booth 
for Blend No 10, Vogue’s
10th anniversary solid scent

Lakmé’s Aparna Giridhar 
with Vogue’s Dilshad AroraTrends’ Vanya Mishra

Our beverage partner Fratelli Wines

Most Beautiful 
Man of the Year 
Varun Dhawan

The spectacular set-up at the 

Taj Lands End, Mumbai

RAW Pressery’s Anuj 
Rakyan and Atiya Mulla

Opium Eyewear



The safari lodge setup at The 
Taj Mahal Palace, Mumbai

Taj’s Nagendra Hada, CNT’s Divia Thani, Praveen 
Pardeshi, Additional Chief Secretary to the Chief 
Minister of Maharashtra and Anish Andheria, President, 
Wildlife Conservation Trust

Ariana Agarwal, Ankit Agarwal, Farshid 
Cooper, Aarti Cooper and Shweta Agarwal

Rajesh Khanna

CNT’s Sunaina Talwar 
Khiani and Vishakha 

Shivdasani

Aditi Kothari Desai

Nayantara 
Kilachand

Reshma Piramal

Taj’s Rajshree Bakshi

On 21 September 2017, Condé Nast Traveller India 
celebrated its third annual Wildlife Special, supported 
by Taj Hotels Palaces Resorts Safaris, at The Taj Mahal 
Palace, Mumbai. Against a backdrop of stunning wildlife 
photographs in an immersive safari lodge setup, CNT 
editor Divia Thani led an insightful chat with Praveen 
Pardeshi, Additional Chief Secretary to the Chief Minister 
of Maharashtra; Anish Andheria, president of the Wildlife 
Conservation Trust, and Nagendra Hada, area director, 
Taj Safaris. From ways to save the environment that go 
beyond carpooling and conserving electricity to incentives 
and recognition for forest guards and the improvement of 
snow leopard numbers in Ladakh, the conversation was 
incredibly throught-provoking. And with a gathering that 
included wildlife stalwarts Reshma Piramal, Aditi Kothari 
Desai and Harshawardhan Dhanwatey, the evening was 
proof that the jungle is calling louder than ever. 

CONSERVATION 
STARTERS
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Dhruman Sanghvi and 
Roshni Bajaj Sanghvi

Devika Saraf

Ajay Gehani

Aditi 
Bhimjyani

Sitanshi 
Talati-Parikh
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Arundhati De

Yogeshwari 
SinghAt the bar

Taj’s Rakhee 
Lalvani

Akshay 
Vatsa Aditi Dugar

Sam Parekh 

Aspan Cooper

Biren Vaidya

Ashish Raheja

Shunali Khullar Shroff 

Divya Thakur

Pooja Anita 
Dadlani

Nina Kilachand

Ashu Khanna

RSVP

Deepika Gehani

Saroj Cooper

Rutvik Mehta

Aditya Dugar and 
Shriya Naheta 

Theron Carmine 
DeSousa Tanya 

Khubchandani-
Vatsa

Yeshwant Holkar  

Gaurav Bhatia

Fara Siddiqui and 
Udit Bhambhri

Taj’s Kanhai 
Kapoor

Purnima ShethHarshawardhan 
Dhanwatey

Taj’s Geet Nazir







Amplify your online social influence 
with the help of Vogue Portfolio – an 
online marketing and discovery platform 
for established and budding design 
professionals. By creating compelling 
content that speaks about your brand, 
it allows you to reach potential customers 
beyond the metros, generate leads and 
a lot more….

Get discovered and showcase your design expertise on

For package details and listing queries, log on to Vogue.in/portfolio or write to portfolio@condenast.in Bh
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SOME OF THE FEATURED DESIGNERS

The brainchild of Ashish 
Gurnani and Aashray 
Thatai, this contemporary 
clothing brand for men 
and women allows you 
to transition from desk to 
dinner and everything in 
between seamlessly. It’s a 
paradox of minimal styles 
and high-end quality 
that weaves itself into 
transitional designs.

Postfold

Throw on this red 
poncho to begin your 
dress-up-dress-down 

game, and you’ll know 
you’ll be doing it in style. 

It’s a statement piece that 
can transform any look in 
a jiffy, making it the ideal 

wardrobe staple.

SEASON’S
FAvOURITES

Bold silhouettes, Indian 
aesthetics and innovative 
textures. These are just 
some of the things that 
define the chic brand—
Hardika. Each piece 
from the collection is 
all about embracing 
your inner self by donning 
contemporary trends 
and making revolutionary 
style statements.

Hardika

Bookmark this look to 
arrive in style. The perfect 

blend of the designer’s 
skills and concept, its 

silhouette, textures and 
fit represent the modern 

Indian woman and her 
awe-inspiring confidence.

SEASON’S
FAvOURITES

The pioneers of India’s 
first Zero Waste Fashion 
Store in Juhu, Mumbai—

this designer duo has 
created ripples in the 
fashion scene of the 

country. The label believes 
in recycling zero waste 

designs using scraps and 
pieces them together for 

innovative and inspiring 
designs. It’s the perfect 

mix of sartorial styles 
and sustainability.

BHumika & Jyoti

An ideal ensemble for 
a magical wedding, the 
rich brocade is juxtaposed 
with a free-flowing 
silhouette and soothing 
hues to make it the 
season’s pick. What’s 
more, all its side cuts have 
been recycled to make 
accessories. Only to 
ensure that fashion never 
goes to waste.

SEASON’S
FAvOURITES

REAcH OUT TO THE RIGHT AUDIENcE.
Get listed on VoGue Portfolio!



1. Entries for Condé Nast Traveller’s Where Are You? competition can be sent on a postcard, 
by email or online (all stating the entrant’s full name, address and telephone number) and 
must correctly identify the place described according to the instructions given. 
2. Entries by post should be sent to: Where Are You? competition, Condé Nast Traveller, 
3rd Floor, Dubash House, 15 JN Heredia Marg, Ballard Estate, Mumbai 400001. 
3. Email entries should be sent to whereareyou@condenast.in; entries can also be made online 
at www.cntraveller.in.
4. Winners will be judged at the discretion of Condé Nast Traveller. The decision of the judges 
will be final and binding. No correspondence will be entertained. Only one correct answer will 
be registered per entrant per issue. 
5. Each entry must arrive no later than the first day of the second month on that issue’s cover. 
The last day of receiving entries is 1 January 2018. Winners will be intimated by post or over the 
telephone wherever possible. 
6. The entries must be in English and complete in all respects. Incomplete entries will not 
be considered for a prize.
7. Condé Nast India Pvt Ltd is not responsible for late, lost or damaged mail or email.
Illegible or mechanically-produced entries are not eligible. Entries by text message are 
not eligible.
8. Prizes will not be transferred or exchanged for cash or any other item. No refunds or credits 
for changes or cancellations are allowed. All other expenses and costs, which are not specified 
as being included in the prize, are the sole responsibility of the winner.
9. All prizes must be redeemed prior to the expiry date.

10. Taxes if any on the prize are the sole responsibility of the winner.
11. The Where Are You? competition is open to readers of Condé Nast Traveller who are 
18 or older on the date of entry and are ordinarily residents of India.
12. Employees of Condé Nast India Pvt Ltd, participating promotional agencies, contributors 
to Condé Nast Traveller, and the families of any of those above are not eligible to contest. 
13. All entries to the Where Are You? competition become the sole property of Condé Nast 
Traveller and will neither be acknowledged nor returned. 
14. Entries become the property of Condé Nast India Pvt Ltd and may be used for such 
purpose and in such media as the company deems fit, without requiring the participant’s 
prior permission.
15. Acceptance of the prize constitutes consent for the use of the winner’s name and likeness 
and those of his/her travelling companion for editorial, advertising and publicity purposes. 
16. Condé Nast India Pvt Ltd will not be liable for any loss, damage or expense incurred by 
a prizewinner or by his/her travelling companion (for example, costs of repatriation) as 
a consequence of any party participating in providing the prize becoming insolvent or 
entering into liquidation or bankruptcy.
17. Condé Nast India Pvt Ltd reserves the right to amend any or all of the terms of this contest, 
or the prizes on offer, at any time without prior notice. All disputes will be subject to the 
jurisdiction of Mumbai courts only.
18. Contestants, by entering the competition, agree to be bound by the above rules, terms 
and conditions. Please indicate if you do not want to be added to our mailing list, which is 
sometimes made available to carefully screened companies.

COMPETITION RULES

WINNER: OCT-NOV 2017
The winner of the Oct-Nov issue’s 
Where Are You competition is 
Anurag Sinha, who correctly identified 
the above picture as Illuminated 
Ramps In The Canadian Museum For 
Human Rights. He wins a three-night 
stay at Soulitude by the Riverside. 

Win A three-night Stay at an Overwater Villa at the JA Manafaru, Maldives

CONTEST

Escape to a tiny 35-acre white 
sand-fringed island in the 
Maldives, and live out all your 
tropical fantasies. You will have 

your own man Friday once you check 
into an overwater villa. An Experience 
Host whose job it is to ensure you 
make the best of your time spent at this 
84-villa property—from picnicking on 
an uninhabited island to snorkelling and 
enjoying a massage at the resort’s Calm 
Spa & Salon. Each 1,185sq ft overwater 
villa comes with its own infinity pool, 
king-size beds and a bathroom that’s 
open to the elements. Glass embedded 
in the floor allows you to observe your 
marine neighbours from your bedside 
making you feel closer to nature. Seven 

F&B outlets ensure a good time. Start 
with breakfast at Kakuni, which serves 
authentic Maldivian cuisine, settle for a 
salad and pasta lunch, while you lounge 
by Andiamo Bistro’s pool and dine 
at White Orchid Restaurant’s award-
winning Asian fare. To experience 
all this, simply answer this issue’s 
Where Are You? competition question 
correctly, before 1 January 2018. Your 
prize includes a three-night stay for two 
at an overwater villa, complimentary 
breakfast and a sunset cruise. The 
offer is valid until 26 September 2018, 
subject to availability. 
For more information on prize details, 
email Michaela Pereira at Michaela.
pereira@jaresorts.com.
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W O M A N  O F  T H E  Y E A R

PHOTOGRAPHED BY ERRIKOS ANDREOU

Our Woman of the Year is feisty and fearless – with a reputation for playing 
by her own rules. She’s been lauded for her powerhouse performances as 
an actor, whether it’s as a stubborn wrestler or an avenging wife. And as a 
producer, she’s c onstantly seeking to push mainstream boundaries, using 
her clout to break new voices and explore fresh narratives. Respect.

GOWN BY JULIEN MACDONALD. 
BRACELET BY HERMÈS. SHOES 
BY GIUSEPPE ZANOTTI

IN A S S O CI AT ION W I T H

OCTOBER 2017 — 305



ON 
THE 
GO
Our pick of the most 
stylish finds and 
travel-related news

ROMANCE 
THE OCEAN
It’s difficult not to fall in love with this garden 
island poised on turquoise waters. Live the 
dream honeymoon at Kani, a tiny paradise 
in the Maldives, exclusively reserved for Club 
Med guests. Relax in one of the 75 over-water 
Suites, go snorkelling with colourful fish, 
paddle through crystal clear waters, dive, or 
surf and enjoy the immaculate white sandy 
beach. The over-water rooms offer access 
to a private beach and overwater bar apart 
from breakfast en suite, Champagne in 
the lounge at sunset, direct lagoon access, 
and peerless ocean views from the suite 
and freestanding bathtub. You can also get 
a complimentary spa voucher when you 
check into the Kani Over-Water suites for two 
nights. (www.clubmed.co.in)

GOAN ESCAPE
Escape the crowds on your next holiday to Goa. Stroll through 
a charming garden, relax on the wraparound deck, overlooking 
the calm waters of the spectacular Vagator Beach and soak in 
the warm glow before the sunset at the 265 sq. m Wow Villas - 
exclusive luxury villas from W Goa. Let sliding doors take you to a 
large living room adorned with Portuguese motifs, aquatic shades 
and sensual shapes. If you choose to spend your time curled up 
indoors, pamper yourself with a state-of- the-art entertainment 
system. The coolest bit however is the Whatever/Whenever 
Service W-Goa offers. What it means is that if you need 
something, be it food, a game of tennis or a massage, all you have 
to do is reach out to their 24-hour service and it will be taken care 
of. Happy holidays! (www.w-goa.com)



A FAMILY AFFAIR
Festival cheer is best enjoyed with the warmth of loved ones. 
Celebrate Christmas or bring in the New Year with a quick 
getaway with friends and family. A mere 50-minute ride from 
Delhi and a 20-minute one from Gurgaon, will make you 
feel like you’ve left the madness of the city behind to chill in 
the countryside.The Karma Chalets is set amidst 280 acres 
of greenery at Karma Lakelands. The 30 boutique rooms 
here blend old-world elegance and contemporary design.
The facility includes a  9-hole golf course, fruit orchards, a 
plant nursery, cycling and walking tracks, a gym, clubhouse, 
swimming pool, spa and a play area for children. The retreat 
makes for a great place to introduce children to the outdoors. 
You could spend the day watching birds, antelopes and other 
furry beings at the animal farm or learn the art of bee keeping 
without having to step out of the luxurious resort. 
(www.karmachalets.co.in)

FLAVOURS FROM JAPAN
Tuck into delectable Japanese fare at Yuuka, at The St.Regis 
Mumbai. On his visit to India, celebrated chef Chef Ting Yen 
has put together a new menu that features innovations in 
flavours, tastes and textures. Expect a refreshingly modern 
take on Japanese cuisine along with an amalgamation of the 
colours and ingredients and subtle flavours of delicately rolled 
sushi and maki. The inviting spread will be whipped up with 
the freshest ingredients. Think Tokyo Style Soft Shell Crab; 
Hamachi Carpaccio, Curry Basil Shrimp on Fire, Spicy Salmon 
Gombu Soup, Yaki Tomorokoshi (Corn), Taro Tempura with 
Purple Sweet Potato, Spicy Sautéed String Bean and Seared 
Salmon Fresh Orange. (www.stregismumbai.com)
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RAISE THE BAR
A sti�  co� ee to get your day started or 
that perfectly done cocktail to help you 
wind up, Longitude 73, the signature 
bar at Le Meridien Goa, will bring you 
both! There’s over 15 varieties of co� ee 
creations to choose from and you can 
treat yourself to a delectable eclair to 
go with it. Pick from three irresistible 
fl avours – chocolate, vanilla and the 
signature fl avour inspired by local 
ingredients Mango and Cashew Feni. Post 
a day out at the beach, come back for a 
relaxing sundowner to the bar, which by 
evening, transforms into a glam avatar 
o� ering a selection of an exciting range of 
cocktails, of which the most interesting 
ones are those inspired by the love for 
local ingredients. We recommend the 
Kokum Blush – a heady mix of home 
brewed kokum syrup and sparkling wine. 
If you are a teetotaller, try the refreshing 
watermelon mojito. (www.lemeridien.
com/goacalangute)

OF SUNSHINE 
AND RAINBOWS
Amid all the not-so-inspiring things 
we read in the day, this was news that 
brought us cheer and pride. In an e� ort 
to make The Lalit Suri Hospitality Chain 
an inclusive space, Keshav Suri, executive 
director at The Lalit Suri Hospitality 
Group, has been hosting special nights 
for the di� erently-abled and the LGBTQ 
community and introducing the drag 
culture in performing arts in the country. 
The idea is to change the notion of India 
as a non-inclusive country worldwide, by 
bringing all the marginalised communities 
into the mainstream. The initiatives have 
resulted in this being the only hotel chain, 
worldwide, to endorse UN’s LGBTQ 
standards at work. (www.thelalit.com)

A GREEN ESCAPE
Put the year’s stress behind as you unwind amid 450 acres of lush 
green landscapes at the Jaypee Greens Golf & Spa Resort in Greater 
Noida, New Delhi. Meticulously designed by veteran golfer Greg 
Norman, the property is a visual treat and the perfect place to put 
up your feet. The luxury designer resort o� ers 170 harmoniously 
designed rooms, a mix of 52 deluxe rooms and 18 suites, a fun kid’s 
zone, a world-renowned Six Senses Spa and banquet and conference 
facilities. You also have seven fi ne dining experiences to choose from. 
Our idea of the perfect New Year getaway.  (www.jaypeehotels.com)

ISLAND AHOY
Imagine waking up to a breath-taking 360 degree view of Ibiza’s 
coast and its famous white sandy beaches. ME Ibiza, a luxury lifestyle 
property, is one of the island’s hottest hotels and the perfect place to 
head to if you’re looking to discover the latest healthy organic food 
trends, partying to live DJ sets  or simply relaxing with brunch by the 
pool. Located on a secluded bay near Santa Eulalia on the East coast 
of the island, the property has minimalist Ibiza-inspired interiors 
and stunning sea views. The 205 rooms, include 29 ME+ suites, with 
some o� ering a private Jacuzzis and swimming pools. Take a plunge 
into the three pools surrounded by luxurious Bali beds or head to the 
on-site fi tness centre and heavenly rooftop Skin Inc Spa for bespoke 
experiences. (www.melia.com/ME-Ibiza)

COMFORT ON THE GO
Whether you like to hit the road for business or leisure, checking in at the 
Fairfi eld By Marriott hotels will o� er you the much needed respite post 
a long day spent outdoors. You can put up your feet in the thoughtfully 
designed rooms and suites that feature separate living, working and 
sleeping areas. There’s complimentary Wi-Fi and hot breakfast to ensure 
you are at your productive best. With nearly 900 properties around the 
globe including new ones in Brazil, China and Nepal, Fairfi eld By Marriott 
hotels also boasts of nine  properties across India - two in Bangalore, 
Lucknow, Belagavi, Coimbatore, Vizag, Jodhpur, Indore and Amritsar.
(www.marriott.com/fairfi eld-by-marriott/india)
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GO
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The gorgeous city of Galle in Sri Lanka is one shrouded in legend and 
mystery. Dating back to the island’s colonisation by the Portuguese, the 
Dutch and the British, the city has been an integral part of Sri Lanka’s 
modern history. On your next visit to the city, stay at an abode that reflects 
the vibrant culture and glorious past of Galle. Nestled on the golden sandy 
crescent in the south coast, just 10 minutes away from the magnificent 
Galle Dutch Fort is Amari Galle, Sri Lanka’s first Amari hotel. While the 
architecture and design of the property take inspiration from the natural 
beauty of the Galle coastline, you are greeted with a panoramic view of the 
ocean, the gentle sea breeze and warm southern smiles. Each one of the 
172 guestrooms and suites creates an interior with light and space offering 
an eclectic mix of colour, style and texture. Relax with signature treatments 
at the Breeze Spa, try a cocktail at the rooftop bar, sip on gourmet coffee 
and ceylon tea or tuck into delicious local and international fare at the 
Ahara Gourmet Gallery, a market-style restaurant.
(www.amari.com/galle-srilanka/)

DELHI WINTERS CALLING
Delhi has a new hot spot. Sit out under a star-lit sky and clink your cocktail 
glasses, while you enjoy the nip in the air. Head to The Deck, an exquisite 
open- air dining destination, by the pool, for members only. An extension to 
House A, at Hyatt Regency Delhi, The Deck offers Malaysian, Singaporean 
street food with a raw seafood bar with exemplary service. If you’ve not 
made plans for Christmas and New Year’s Eve, and happen to be in the 
capital, you might want to get yourself an invitation to be a member.
(http://www.houseaclub.com)

REJUVENATE IN PARADISE
After the chaos of that crazy New Year’s Eve party, escape to a unique 
archipelago, bathed by azure skies in the aquamarine waters of the Indian 
Ocean. Located in the gorgeous Noonu Atoll, 187 km north of Male, Velaa 
Private Island promises to be that perfect luxury retreat that’ll offer you 
just the right amount of privacy.The spa at Velaa Private Island is the ideal 
hideout for you to relax, detox and rediscover your inner peace. The staff 
here can help create a programme that is specially customised for you. 
Getting a couple massage here on Valentine’s day will make the most 
romantic surprise you could plan for your partner. If you like the unusual, 
stepping through a door in the spa will take you to a snow room, the 
only one in the warm, tropical Maldives. The cooling method is known to 
stimulate blood circulation and strengthen the immune system.
(www.velaaprivateisland.com)

FLY MAHARAJA STYLE
Dreading that long flight? Fly one of the youngest, state-of- the-art, 
fleet of aircrafts comprising a mix of the wide-body Boeing B777s, 
B747s and Air India’s latest acquisitions - the B787 Dreamliner, Airbus 
A321s, A320s and A319s and take the stress off a long journey. With a 
network of 44 destinations across USA, Europe, Far-East and South-
East Asia, the Gulf and a partnership with the Star Alliance network 
that currently offers more than 18,400 daily flights to 1,300 airports in 
191 countries, you can choose an off-the-beaten track destination and 
still enjoy seamless connectivity. The airline’s domestic network covers 
over 74 destinations, including the North-East, Ladakh, Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands. (www.airindia.in)
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PLAN A ROYAL WEDDING
Exchanging your wedding vows against a regal backdrop can add a streak 
of sparkle to your special day. O� ering a sprawling 31,000 square feet of 
both closed and open spaces and accommodating up to 2000 guests, 
Holiday Inn Jaipur City Centre is ideal if you plan to pledge your love for 
each other in India’s gorgeous pink city. Your guests will be looked after by 
the special wedding experts team while they are accommodated in the 171 
rooms and suites. Guests can also enjoy a choice of three dining outlets, 
the popular Ten Kings Bar and a range of leisure facilities including the 
gym, an outdoor pool and a round-the-clock travel desk.
(www.holidayinn.com/jaipur)

DRIVEN TO WIN
Gulf Oil is known for setting benchmarks, triumphing against the odds 
and powering that fi nal surge, while living up to its core value of quality, 
endurance and passion. Little wonder then as to why it’s been trusted by 

tough-as-nails sportsmen for 50 
years. From sponsoring John 
Wyer at the intense 24 hours of 

Le Mans race to partnering 
with Manchester United 
and having champions 
like Steve McQueen and 
MS Dhoni endorsing 

the brand, over 
the decades Gulf 
Oil has become 
an indomitable 
powerhouse. (www.
gulfoilindia.com)

WAKE UP AND SMELL 
THE COFFEE
Here’s your chance to walk in the clouds. Dollops of peace, tranquillity 
and luxury is what Java Rain, a brand new luxury resort located amidst 
hills and streams, snuggled in the co� ee hub of Karnataka, promises. 
Located 9 kms away from Chikmagalur town on the way to Mullayanagiri, 
these opulent villas have been designed with luxury and ecological 
balance given equal thought. Spread across four acres on a co� ee estate, 
the villas were built with very minimal clearing of land, preserving native 
fauna and fl ora as is. Each of the eighteen, 1250 sq ft luxury villas are 
surrounded with silver oaks, wild fi g and orange trees and the estate walk 
o� ers a panoramic view of the Mullayanagiri range on one side and the 
Chikmagalur town on the other. The new luxury resort is not too far from 
tourist attractions like ancient temples and water falls that o� er multiple 
trekking options too. (javarainresorts.com)

GET 
FASHIONABLY 
FIT
Getting fi t just got a lot more hip. 

The Fitbit Alta HR is the world’s 
slimmest wrist-band that combines 
the benefi ts of PurePulse heart 

rate technology, automatic exercise 
recognition and new advancements 

in sleep tracking. It has a seven day 
battery life and the coolest accessories to 

match your day or night look - ranging from classic 
colours like black, blue and grey to pop colours like fuchsia and coral 
with matching aluminium buckles. It also includes Special Edition 
trackers in a soft pink classic band with 22k rose gold-plated tracker 
and a luxe leather collection in brown, indigo and lavender. 
(www.fi tbit.com)

SAY YES 
What if you could enjoy a long vacation at a heritage villa on a 
virgin island, hop on to a private jet every time you wanted to 
step out of the city, occupy the best seat at every show, dine at 
Michelin-star restaurants, party at the most exotic destinations 
around the world or have  a concierge service at your beck and 
call, in a seamless manner, without putting in much e� ort?  Well, 
now you can. MasterCard and YES BANK have launched Yes 
Private, MasterCard’s top- of-the-line world elite programme, 
a fi rst- of- its- kind in India. The card o� ers some of the most 
sought-after features delivered through specialized Global 
Concierge Services and backed by the Mastercard A�  uent 
Services Hub based in Australia. Get swipe ready. 
(www.yesbank.in)



ROOM WITH A VIEW
Waking up in your king-sized bed and looking out on to the balcony to the ornate façade of St Isaac’s Cathedral, you might be confused 

about what century you’re in. If not for the mod cons that supplement the Neoclassical furniture and other velvet and silk-clad old-
world luxuries in your room, you could be forgiven for thinking you had been reborn an aristocrat in Tsarist Russia. Housed in a restored 
19th-century building in the historic St Isaac’s Square, the 183-key Four Seasons Hotel Lion Palace St Petersburg is right in the beating 

heart of this ancient city. The hotel is known locally as ‘The House with the Lions’, owing to the two stately statues of the big cats on 
marble pedestals that greet you at the entrance. The statues have even been immortalised in Alexander Pushkin’s verse. Every bit of 
this yellow-and-white structure with imposing colonnades, tells a fascinating story of a city that has seen profound sociopolitical and 
economic changes within a relatively short span of time. When you need a break from history, check out the hotel’s four-level Luceo 

Spa that o� ers luxuries including ‘gold treatments’, in which thermal water from Hungary is infused with gold extracts. Hungry? Try the 
Balik of wild salmon with Sakhalin salmon caviar, avocado and pink grapefruit at the very Russian and very beautiful Tea Lounge with a 

glass-roofed atrium. The original aristocratic residents of The House with the Lions would approve. RAJ ADITYA CHAUDHURI
CONTACT: The Four Seasons Hotel Lion Palace St Petersburg (www.fourseasons.com; doubles from RUB17,900 or 20,050)
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THE MOST STUNNING





What is it that makes a boutique hotel akin to a buried 
treasure, to be unearthed only by experiencing it? Is it 
the o� -the-grid approach? Is it the intimacy? Or is it 
the personalised attention? We say it’s all of the above, 
and then some. High on individuality, with interesting 
backstories around every corner, they are the ideal way 
for curious travellers to dive deep into the soul of their 
chosen destination. Boutique hotels thrive on breaking 
free from the tried-and-tested mould. Curating unique 

experiences is at the heart of every property’s ethos. 
Interesting architecture, illustrious legacies, and picture-

perfect backdrops further add to the charm. 
Our guide curates an edit of notable boutique hotels 

from across the country—the selection is as diverse and 
rich as the region’s culture itself. We can’t think of a 

better way to explore the subcontinent than by choosing 
a hotel that brings out its authentic � avour with � air. 

Whether you’re seeking a royal rendezvous at a former 
palace, a once-in-a-lifetime adventure in the wild or 

merely an escape from the manic pace 
of urban life, your search ends here.

PROMOTIONAL GUIDE

THE MOST STUNNING 

BOUTIQUE HOTELS
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Once the royal residence of nobleman Thakur Ghanshyam 
Singh Krishnawat, Udaipur’s inimitable Chunda Palace is 
the epitome of the region’s glorious past. The property 

has been named after its erstwhile owner’s grandfather, Rawat 
Chunda, son of Maharana Lakha.

16 years in the making, the palace is a fi tting ode to the intricate 
nature of Rajasthan’s architectural legacy. The entire property has 
been adorned with artwork indigenous to the Mewar region, including 
gold leafi ng on the ceilings, natural colours on the walls, and furniture 
made from a combination of wood, silver and camel bone. 

HOTEL ESSENTIALS 
The 30 palace rooms and 16 suites exemplify the sumptuousness 
of imperial life, and most of them boast uninterrupted views of the 
surrounding vistas. Even the smallest rooms are spacious 

CHUNDA PALACE

DON’T
MISS:

 The chance to celebrate a 
special occasion at 7 Alcoves. 

The section features seven 
beautifully carved alcoves near 

Lake Pichola with views that 
make it a suitable choice for 

festivities like birthdays, 
anniversaries and weddings. 

RAJASTHAN This noble house from the 
Mewar kingdom promises an authentic 
Rajasthani experience 

enough for three while the sprawling suites can accommodate fi ve 
guests. The property is also ideal to host a wedding of up to 
300 guests.

The multi-cuisine restaurant Royal Cuisine will cater to your 
every culinary craving and also has a dedicated live kitchen. Apart 
from an expansive food and drinks menu, Square Terrace also 
promises stunning views of Lake Pichola, City Palace and Jag 
Mandir Palace. Located on the terrace, the Pichola Pool is another 
highlight of the property, while also serving as a testimony to 
Udaipur’s beauty. If you’re looking for a relaxing time, lounge in the 
Billiards Room, which is replete with ancient paintings, artworks and 
a pure silver swing. 

GETTING THERE
Udaipur is well-connected to major Indian cities via daily fl ights. 
Chunda Palace is 27km from the airport and 7km from the 
railway station.

For more information:
Call: +91 294 243 0252 
Email: info@chundapalace.com
Website: www.chundapalace.com
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COCO SHAMBHALA GOA
GOA An oasis of indulgence in central Goa

To discover a di� erent side of Goa, book your stay at Coco 
Shambhala Goa. As one walks into the property, the senses alert 
themselves to chirping birds and the fragrance of frangipani 

fl owers in the midst of tall bamboos, elephant ears and spider lilies. Each 
villa is provided with its own car and chau� eur and the team has unique 
suggestions on restaurants, activities and snippets of Goa as seen from 
the eyes of the locals. The kitchen team led by celebrity chef Shagun 
Mehra will pamper you with an astonishing array of international and 
local cuisine, specialising in private dining, innovative cooking lessons 
and indulgent wine tasting sessions.

HOTEL ESSENTIALS
A labour of love, the property is a set of four luxury villas. Each of 

which has two bedrooms, a treetop living area, a fully equipped 
kitchen and a private plunge pool.In the midst of the villas lies a 
free-form jungle swimming pool and a little exploring in the jungle 
gardens will take you to the Forest Essentials spa hidden amidst 
the greenery.

GETTING THERE
Coco Shambhala Goa is an hour away from Goa’s Dabolim airport.

For more information:
Call: +91 93722 67182
Email: info@cocoshambhala.com 
Website: www.cocoshambhala.com

DON’T
MISS:

 Ask the sta�  to organise 
a stunning private dinner 
that is destined to be the 
culinary highlight of your 

holiday! Perfect for a 
celebration or just as an 

added indulgence. 
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Tucked away in a hidden part of the stunning Konkan 
coastline, is Coco Shambhala Sindhudurg. Experiences 
abound at the tropical hideaway—from scuba-diving to 

hiking through ruined old forts, from birding in the surrounding 
jungle to looking for elusive leopards on night safari. The 
adventurous can try their hand at canoeing through the 
mangroves, while for others there’s the option to watch whales 
out at sea, sail to secret beaches and walk through sacred forests.  
Fitness bu� s can book a session of yoga or a mixed martial arts 
workshop, while those that appreciate a dose of culture can 
indulge in a tribal puppetry show or slam poetry session. Celebrity 
chef Shagun Mehra and her team source the freshest local 
produce to create culinary journeys celebrating the exotic seafood 
and rich fl avours of Sindhudurg.

HOTEL ESSENTIALS
The villas boast of large private infi nity pools and treetop living 
pavilions that o� er the most spectacular panoramic views of the 
Arabian Sea, along the most dramatic coastline in the country. 
Nestled within the lush, tropical jungle-style gardens of Coco 
Shambhala, there is also an indulgent Forest Essentials spa.

COCO SHAMBHALA 
SINDHUDURG
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MAHARASHTRA Discover these luxury villas in a hidden part of the Konkan Coast

GETTING THERE
The property is a two-and-a-half-hour drive from Goa airport along 
a stunning coastal highway.

For more information:
Call: +91 85509 85232
Email: reservations@cocoshambhala.com
Website: www.cocoshambhala.com

DON’T
MISS:

Ask for a special private 
sundowner on a 
secluded beach, 

arriving by boat on the 
gentle aquamarine 

waters of the 
Arabian Sea.



The imposing edifi ce of Deogarh Mahal dates back to 1670 
AD when Rawat Dwarka Dasji built it as a family residence. 
Located on the borders of Mewar, Marwar and Merwara, 

this 17th century structure commands far-reaching views of the 
Aravalli mountain range.  

As a heritage hotel, authentic royal character is steeped into 
every brick of the property. The hotel is teeming with character 
that is infl uenced by its glorious history, traces of which are still 
dominant in every room. 

HOTEL ESSENTIALS
Each of the 50 royal suites and rooms has designated themes, 
and the walls are adorned with artwork from Deogarh’s renowned 
school of miniature painting. The highlight is the Maharana suite, 
the erstwhile abode of the Maharana of Udaipur. It features a 
bedroom, a bathroom designed like a 1920s train, and a sheesh 
mahal (glass palace) made with Belgian stained glass and Indian 
miniature paintings dating back to 1670. 

DEOGARH MAHAL
RAJASTHAN Get a taste of royal living at this luxury heritage 
fortress close to Udaipur

True to its culture, Rajasthani cuisine takes centre stage here. 
The outdoor, open-air terrace restaurant Surya Mahal specialises 
in the Mewari silver thali. Chandra Mahal, on the other hand, is a 
cavernous dining room with beautiful archways and levels with 
a menu featuring Mewari, Indian and Oriental cuisine as well as 
bu� et and fi xed menus. Those looking to unwind ought to make a 
beeline for their spa which o� ers a plethora of therapies inspired 
by nature.

GETTING THERE
Deogarh Mahal is easily accessible by road from Jaipur 
(280km), Jodhpur (150km) and Udaipur (110km). If you are 
travelling by train, get o�  at Marwar Junction.  

For more information:
Call +91 93144 20016
Email info@deogarhmahal.com
Website: www.deogarhmahal.com

DON’T
MISS:

Deogarh Mahal’s unique Rural
 Rail was originally laid in 1928 to 
connect Udaipur to Chittor, but 

was fi nally completed in 1933. The 
route is abundant in unspoilt 

natural scenic beauty even today, 
and guests are sent on a ride 

through it on a meter gauge local 
train, accompanying villagers 

travelling to Marwar.  

12



13

Sheltered away from the manic bustle of city life, Kurumba 
Village Resort, Nature Resorts is all about fi nding sanctuary 
in nature. Named after the ancient tribe of the Kurumbas, 

the getaway pays tribute to its inspiration by promoting their 
principle of peaceful co-existence with nature. The idyllic Nilgiri 
Hills serve as the backdrop for this lush property, which occupies 
a 10-acre former spice plantation that has been sculpted into a hill. 

HOTEL ESSENTIALS
Choose from the resort’s 22 tribal-style cottages and suites, all of 
which have been crafted with natural materials, elevated with the 
heady aroma of nutmeg, pepper and cloves. The 500sq ft exotic 
Kurumba cottages featuring thatched roofs, and private balconies 
and French windows overlooking the horizon promise an authentic 
experience. The 1,000sq ft Kurumba suites are all about plush 
comfort while the Jacuzzi suites come with a personal living room, 
dining table, balcony and private Jacuzzi. 

Well-equipped to host up to 70 guests at a time, the resort is 
a fi tting pick for a laidback family getaway. Your agenda ought 
to include a visit to their spa, Ayurshala, to realign your chakras 
alongside the practice of yoga and meditation. A guided spice 
plantation tour of the property is also on o� er. 

TAMIL NADU  Go o� -the-grid at this luxurious hideaway in the 
Nilgiri Hills

KURUMBA VILLAGE 
RESORT, NATURE RESORTS

GETTING THERE
Coimbatore is the closest airport. The property is 30 minutes from 
Coonoor and an hour away from Ooty. 

For more information:
Call: +91 80 8885 5855 
Email: kurumba@natureresorts.in
Website: www.natureresorts.in/kurumba

DON’T
MISS:

Their unique ‘Wishineering’ 
concept invites you to make a 
wish to be fulfi lled during your 

stay. Enjoy a romantic meal with 
a customised menu in 

a tree house kissing the clouds,
 in a secluded cave or by the 

poolside. Or head into the 
mountains for a picnic lunch 

and safari.



NARENDRA BHAWAN 
BIKANER
RAJASTHAN The grand residence-turned-hotel takes you back in 
time for a peek into the grandeur of the life lived by royals

The erstwhile home of the last reigning Maharaja of Bikaner, 
His Highness Narendra Singhji (1948–2003); Narendra 
Bhawan Bikaner, retells the story of its former ruler, and 

is composed of his memories from his travels as well as his 
indulgences. The grand residence celebrates the life of its original 
resident and o� ers its guests a fl avour of his way of life. 

HOTEL ESSENTIALS
The theme of India prevails in the 82 glamorous rooms, and salutes 
the royal’s patriotic disposition and vision. There are plenty of avenues 
to keep visitors occupied irrespective of the duration of their stay. 
The Verandah is an eclectic indoor-outdoor lounging area inspired 
by the Art Deco movement and encourages easy relaxation. The 
Drawing Room is based on the age-old tradition of smoking rooms for 
gentlemen and withdrawing rooms for ladies. This is where you head 
for cocktails and conversations. P&C is the elegant dining room, while 
Mad Hatter-The Bake House will indulge your sugar cravings. 

Spend a leisurely evening in the deep blue infi nity pool, further 
animated with its live grills and party music. Clinic–The Spa is a 
novel concept created on the holistic power of fl owers and plants, 
and is inspired by the famous Bach fl ower therapy. 

Ask the team to arrange a chaperoned walk through of the city 
followed by a Marwari meal or discover Bikaner’s 500-year-old 
history by touring its palaces and forts. 

GETTING THERE
Bikaner is well-connected to Delhi by daily fl ights and trains. You 
can drive down from Jodhpur (249km), Jaisalmer (312km), Jaipur 
(334km) or Delhi (458km) too. 

For more information:
Call: +91 7827 151 151
Email: reservation@narendrabhawan.com
Website: www.narendrabhawan.com

DON’T
MISS:

A taste of the Maharaja’s 
dynamic days with unique 

activities that are fashioned after 
his impressive lifestyle. Reveille at 
Ratadi Talai—an interpretation of 
the cavaliers grill, Sundowners at 
the Pastures in the Bikaner desert 

or a traditional feast under a 
canopy of starlit skies are some 

of the o� erings that dip into 
the ruler’s past. 

14



15

PRIMROSE VILLAS

Surrender to the marvels of nature at this charming boutique 
property perched atop the Western Ghats in India’s co� ee 
country, Chikmagalur. A series of spacious villa abodes with 

bird’s-eye views of the surrounding natural splendour makes this a 
must-visit for tired city dwellers seeking rejuvenation. 

HOTEL ESSENTIALS 
The unifying feature among all the villas is the sweeping views of the 
majestic mountains it is nestled in. Over 1,200sq ft in size, each villa 
is sprawling and airy with a cosy fi replace, and furniture from the 
Victorian and Jacobean eras. The 20ft high ceilings and glass walls 
add the Midas touch—you’ll wake up to spellbinding views every day 
of your stay in your own private compound. 

Promising to make your stay even more memorable is the 
versatile menu bursting with fl avours from Europe, Mexico, China 
and India. Take your pick. While R&R will be on your mind, pack in 
some activities into your itinerary too. A mountain trek is a fi tting 
choice for the agile. Or head to Hebbe Falls, Kudremukh hilltop or 
the Bhadra Wildlife Sanctuary known for tiger spotting. You can 
also choose to explore the local culture by visiting the famous 
Belur and Halebid temples that are 40 minutes from Primrose 
Villas. If it’s a leisurely day you’re looking for, then the picturesque 
18-hole Chikmagalur Golf Club is within a short driving distance 
from the property. 

GETTING THERE
A three-and-a-half hour scenic drive from Bengaluru is the easiest 
way to reach Primrose Villas. 

For more information:
Call: +91 98809 32423
Email: kb@primrosevillas.com
Website: www.primrosevillas.com

KARNATAKA This postcard-pretty hilltop
retreat brings you face-to-face with the sublime 
beauty of unadulterated nature 

DON’T
MISS:

The chance to shun the rigid 
restaurant format, and choose 
to dine wherever you like on the 
property—whether it’s a private 
barbecue dinner under the stars 
or a lazy lunch under a tree, the 
setting is entirely your decision. 

You could also choose to be 
served in your villa or 

private sit-out. 



ABHIMANYU ALSISAR ABHIMANYU SINGH 
RATHORE ADITI PREMJI ADITI VASU ADITYA 

GHOSH ANIRBAN DAS BLAH ANIRUDDHA PATIL 
ANISHA RACHEL OOMMEN ANN DOMINIC 

ANNAH CHAKOLA ANOOTHI VISHAL ANUBHUTI 
KRISHNA ARCHANA PIDATHALA ASHIS NAYAK 

ASHWIN RAJAGOPALAN AYSHA TANYA  
AYUSH KASLIWAL ATUL MALHOTRA CHIKI SARKAR 

ATUL KASBEKAR

DAYANITA SINGH
DEEP KALRA DR. VISHAKHA SHIVDASANI

FAHAD SAMAR FIONA CAULFIELD GAUTAM JOHN
GITIKA SAIKIA GOPI KISHORE ISHETA SALGAOCAR

JANICE PARIAT JAYANTI RAJAGOPALAN AKA JONTY
JIVI SETHI KADAMBARI KAPOOR KALYAN KARMAKAR 

KANISKA CHAKRABORTY KAREN ANAND
KARINA AGGARWAL MANGAL DALAL MANJU SARA RAJAN

LATHIKA GEORGE
MADHAVY RAJ MARIA GORETTI MICHELLE POONAWALLA 

NADIA CASSAM NAMRATA SRIVASTAVA NANDITA IYER 
NAVONIL DAS NEHA DHUPIA  NEHA PRASADA NUR 

KAOUKJI ODETTE MASCARENHAS PRATIBHA KARAN 
PRATITI BASU PREETI DEVNANI PRIYADARSHINI 

CHATTERJEE PRIYADARSHINI NANDY PRIYANKA RAJA 
PURVA MEHRA RAHUL AKERKAR RAHUL BOSE 

ROSHNI 
BAJAJ SANGHVI

RAJ MAHTANI  RAKESH 
RAGHUNATHAN ROHAN 

TIMBLO ROOHI 
JAIKISHAN  

HAS YOUR 
FAVOURITE 

RESTAURANT 
MADE THE

TOP 50 LIST? 

cntravellerindia  

CNTIndia

cntravellerindia

TO FIND OUT 
FOLLOW US 0N 

 PRESENTING 
THE FIRST 

EDITION OF THE 



VOTED
FOR BY 100
TASTEMAKERS

Associate Sponsor

RUPALI DEAN SAHIL KHAN SALIM PUSHPANATH
SAMRATH BEDI SANAYA GHANDY  SANJAY MANAKTALA 

SANJIV SHANMUGAM SCHIRAAZ TANKSALWALLA SEPHI 
BERGERSON SHALINI NOPANY SHAUN KENWORTHY 
SHEETAL MUNSHAW SHILARNA VAZE SHOBA NARAYAN 
SHONALI MUTHALALY SHUCHIR SURI SHVETHA 
JAISHANKAR SOURISH BHATTACHARYYA
SUCHITA SALWAN SUHANI PITTIE 

SUMANA
MUKHERJEE 
TANIA FADTE TARANG ARORA TIKKA 
SHATRUJIT SINGH TISHANI DOSHI 
VANDANA VERMA VIDYA 
GAJAPATHI RAJU SINGH
VIVEK MENEZES 
WENDELL RODRICKS

Be Discerning. Be Responsible.



� ere is no disputing the fact that travel is the only thing you buy that makes 
you richer. So if you lust to wander, yearn to experience rather than just tick 

boxes, and scout for real stories and inspiring people on your sojourns, then you 
will � nd the perfect travel companion in RARE.

A substantial collection of small, experiential and boutique lodges, retreats, 
palace hotels and homestays, RARE was launched in 2004 to introduce world 
travellers to unique destinations and experiences in India, Nepal, Bhutan, and 

beyond. � e passion project of founders Shoba Mohan and Sowmya Rao 
Vijaymohan, the group represents 50 of the � nest hotels and lodges in 16 

Indian states today. Experiences like restoration projects, art immersions and 
festivals as well as cultural events centred around music, � lms, and conservation 

also fall into RARE’s ambit, providing meaning to your travel. 
So what binds these diverse properties together? A drive to curate immersive 

and inclusive encounters that encourage exploration while responsibly 
impacting the local economy and preserving traditions, heritage and nature 
without losing the innocence of the destination. RARE’s focus shines the 

spotlight on quality destinations, often o� -the-highway. Say yes to these stylish 
and intimate stays that are high on meaningful conversations 

and interactions with people.

(Flip through pages 19-38 for a low-down on RARE’s inimitable properties) 

IN ASSOCIATION WITH:

www.rareindia.com

RARE INDIA
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Owner Ajai Lakhanpal’s love for art permeates the six 
di� erent types of accommodation at Aashyana Lakhanpal, 
Villas and Casinhas. The stunning property has played 

host to the Duke and Duchess of Devonshire and Marques and 
Marchioness of Douro among others, and it is where nature and the 
beach come together, on a magnifi cent tree-lined estate. Discover 
the pool, gardens and yoga pavilion, or else plan trips to Baga and 
Candolim to explore some of north Goa’s most happening spots.

HOTEL ESSENTIALS
The property’s di� erent types of rooms, cottages and villas makes 
this the ideal spot for those looking to keep coming back, to explore 
the various options. While the three casinhas each have two 
bedrooms, larger groups can opt for Villa Aashyana, which consists 
of fi ve bedrooms across two fl oors, and its own private pool. 
Amidst manicured gardens and rustling palms, you can choose to 
disengage from the world, or else step out onto the beach and fi nd 
your favourite shack from which to watch the world go by.  There’s a 
spa and yoga pavilion on the grounds as well.

GETTING THERE
Located on Candolim beach, the property is a one-hour drive from 
Goa’s Dabolim airport. 

GOA If you’re looking to engage with Goa, in an art-fi lled getaway, this 
is your spot

AASHYANA LAKHANPAL, 
VILLAS AND CASINHAS

DON’T
MISS:

Spa Aashyana o� ers a range of 
treatments for those looking to 
disconnect from city life. Other 

wellness options include the 
yoga pavilion, where personal 

Iyenger yoga classes can 
be organised. 

For more information:
Call: +91 832 248 9276
Email: contact@aashyanalakhanpal.com
Website: www.aashyanalakhanpal.com



BRIJRAMA PALACE
UTTAR PRADESH Relive the past at this 
200-year-old royal abode perched on the ghats 
of Varanasi 

The story of BrijRama Palace dates back to 1812 when 
Shridhara Narayana Munshi, from the Royal House of Nagpur, 
built this imposing structure on the banks of the Ganges 

to serve as a fort. It was then acquired by the Maharaja Saheb of 
Dharbhanga i.e. Rameshwar Singh Bahadur, in the early 20th century 
who christened it as Dharbhanga Mahal. 

In its current avatar, BrijRama Palace continues to celebrate 
the glory of being the oldest heritage building on the banks of the 
river Ganga while speaking a language that also resonates with the 
modern world traveller. 

HOTEL ESSENTIALS 
The 32 well-appointed rooms are spread across three fl oors and 
feature a local touch with its use of Benarasi furnishings as well as 
pure silver and gold painting on the ceilings. Soak in a truly royal 
experience in the superior rooms that also boast a classic slipper 
Clawfoot bathtub with the view of the Ganges. 

Meals are akin to royal feasts here. Dig into Indian street food with 
a sumptuous twist at the Maharaja-style dining destination, Chota 
Angan or head to Kamalya Café on the terrace for a lazy evening 
snack with a view. Darbhanga is a vegetarian multi-cuisine fi ne dining 
restaurant where the menu o� ers everything from three-course 
Benarasi thaalis to Chinese, Italian, Mexican and Thai fare. 

Curated cultural evenings encouraging traditional musical 
and dance performances to preserve their rich history will be an 
important aspect of your stay here. Stop by the in-house boutique, 
Panaya, to get your hands on memoirs from Benares like Benarasi 
silk saris and suits, ayurvedic cosmetics and local crafts. 

GETTING THERE
Reach Varanasi by air, road or train, and head to Mahishasura Ghat 
(also known as Rajghat). Guests are then transported to the palace 
ghat in a traditional wooden boat via a 20-minute ride.

For more information:
Call: +91 70840 07007
Email: reservations@brijrama.com 
Website: www.brijrama.com 

DON’T
MISS:

The chance to dine on a 
riverboat fl oating in the middle 
of the Ganges with panoramic 
views of the ghat. The quiet of 

the river, occasionally broken by 
the ringing of temple bells, will 

be music to your ears. 
The hotel chefs will specially 

prepare your meal 
for the occasion. 
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Forgo the tourist bustle of Goa in favour of a bubble of 
tranquillity at this luxury boutique villa property that 
exemplifi es the lush beauty of the Mandovi river delta. At 

walking distance from the churches of Old Goa, Champakali brings 
to life the waning ideals of great hospitality by delicately balancing 
personalised attention with detail and an overall genuine elegance 
of spirit. So while it feels like home, it’s not homey. And while it’s 
boutique, it is much more personal than that. 

HOTEL ESSENTIALS
The two bungalows at Champakali—christened Banyan and Teak—
are unique in design and have the soothing feeling of being one 
with nature without being overtly steeped in it. Each villa boasts 
three bedrooms named after birds to stay true to the overall vibe. 
The views from the windows include gazebos on their sprawling 
lawns, a swimming pool and blazing greenery. Old Goa churches, 
a meandering river and a bird sanctuary can be spotted in the 
distance. Two cycles have been assigned to each villa should you 

GOA Two homes in a hill by the river in the heart of Old Goa. Need 
we say more?

CHAMPAKALI

wish to catch some beautiful views of the holy hill and the 
island of Divar with a morning ride. The food is well-thought-out, 
delicately prepared, and beautifully presented. While the dishes 
are personalised, don’t write it o�  as everyday good home 
cooking either.

Nature serves as a fi tting backdrop here. The spa is under the 
mango tree, the banyan tree’s vines drop into the yoga plinth and 
greenery shades the pool. Step out into the verandah with a book, play 
some tunes on the piano and guitar or bond with your companions 
over board games. Having a good time is as simple as that.   

GETTING THERE
The property is a 45-minute drive from Goa’s Dabolim Airport. 

For more information:
Call: +91 83265 10433  
Email: booking@champakali.in
Website: www.champakali.in

DON’T
MISS:

The two-hour Champakali 
birding tour starts at sunrise, 

where an ornithologist will 
walk you around the property 
spotting birds amongst their 

many trees while also revealing 
their stories.
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If you’re visiting Pench National Park and are looking for an 
exclusive jungle experience Jamtara Wilderness Camp close 
to the Karmakhiri gate is a perfect choice. Open from October 

to April every year, the camp o� ers 10 luxury tents that don’t 
compromise on comfort, but that take their inspiration from the 
rugged surroundings.

Working closely with conservationists, the camp management 
ensures that its ecological footprint is light, with service that is 
still top-notch. Ask the property to arrange for jeep safaris into 
Pench to spot wildlife, which includes leopards, tigers, wild dogs 
accompanied by articulate naturalists who will bring the jungle alive 
around you. 

HOTEL ESSENTIALS
The plush accommodations consist of ten luxury tents that make 
up the camp are located in their own private thicket, with patios that 
look out to the nature outside. Roll up the front panels to bring the 
outside in, and if you’re feeling adventurous sleep under the stars 
in a star bed. Back at the lodge, the tent with wooden fl ooring and 
comfortable linens is your private sanctuary which will have you 
forget that you are in the outskirts of a jungle. The common area 
includes the lounge, swimming pool, library and dining area. Cuisine 
at the lodge leans towards freshly prepared Indian fare, made with 

MADHYA PRADESH Combining attention to detail with simple 
living, this camp is your gateway to Pench

JAMTARA WILDERNESS 
CAMP

locally grown vegetables. If you have an afternoon free, visit the 
local village to get a glimpse of rural India and its challenges living 
close to a wildlife park. 

GETTING THERE
The closest big city is Nagpur, from which the camp is a three-hour drive 
away. Jabalpur is another option that is four hours away, and if you are 
fl ying in on private charter, the Seoni Airstrip is the closest option.

For more information:
Call: +91 84589 56361
Email: info@jamtarawilderness.com
Website: www.jamtarawilderness.com

DON’T
MISS:

Christened ‘Star beds’ the camp 
o� ers the option to sleep in an 

elevated machan that is open to 
the elements (mosquito netting 
will keep the insects away). Fall 
asleep gazing at the stars in the 

night sky, with a guard on the deck 
below you, should you need 

anything during your 
outdoor overnight. 
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Bordering Jim Corbett National Park, Jim’s Jungle Retreat 
is a gateway to the forest, and the wildlife in it. The eco-
conscious property is best visited between June and 

November, though it is open all-year round. While the tigers are the 
biggest draw, the retreat’s team of naturalists will ensure that you 
learn about the regional wildlife and ecosystem even if you don’t 
spot the big cat. Working with the local community, the resort is a 
great place to learn about how to live in harmony with nature, while 
not compromising on the comforts of city life. 

HOTEL ESSENTIALS
At the edge of the forest, 18 lodges and cottages make up Jim’s 
Jungle Retreat. Reminiscent of Raj-era bungalows and forest lodges, 
the plush retreat combines luxurious fabrics and an attention to 
detail that elevates your safari getaway. There are no televisions in 
the rooms, so adults and children alike can look forward to spending 
their day outdoors or then at the pool. There’s also a well-stocked 

UTTARAKHAND A sanctuary from the city for those looking to 
reconnect with nature

JIM’S JUNGLE RETREAT

library from which to pick a book, a recently added café and the 
jungle-inspired chemical-free spa, for those looking to disconnect 
from the world. Meals can be taken either at the café or the Gujjar-
style thatched hall. For something special why not ask the team to 
arrange a surprise bush dinner among the tall grass or by the pool 
surrounded by twinkling lanterns. The food is organic and farm 
fresh, with delightful recipes from the Nawab’s kitchen in Rampur, 
the Kumaoni hearth and from Raj-era inspired colonial cuisine. 

GETTING THERE
The six-and-a-half-hour long drive from Delhi is the best way to get 
to Jim’s Jungle Retreat.  

For more information:
Call: +91 97117 89828
Email: info@jimsjungleretreat.com
Website: www.jimsjungleretreat.com

DON’T
MISS:

Corbett National Park is the 
only tiger reserve that allows 

an overnight stay in the forest, 
and it’s something that is 

encouraged. Accompanied by 
a naturalist, immerse yourself 

in the jungle and enjoy the 
park’s natural beauty. 



MARY BUDDEN ESTATE, 
BINSAR WILDLIFE 
SANCTUARY

DON’T
MISS:

Visit Dalar Village with their 
homestay experience to get a 
taste of quaint village life, dig 

into Kumaoni cuisine, and 
birdwatch. Dalar is one of the 

fi ve villages hidden away in 
Binsar Wildlife Sanctuary at 
6,500ft above sea level with 
over 200 species of birds in 

its pine forest. 
UTTARAKHAND  Go o� -the-grid at this charming heritage property 
dating back to the 19th century

Discreetly located in a cosy corner of the Kumaon region 
in Uttarakhand, Mary Budden Estate, Binsar Wildlife 
Sanctuary allows you to experience the magnifi cent 

middle Himalayan range in all its glory. The serene fi ve-acre estate is 
perched almost 8,000ft above sea level, making it the ideal escape 
from the bustle of everyday life. The restored eco-friendly heritage 
property (one of the fi ve privately owned estates in the Binsar Wildlife 
Sanctuary) is named after its erstwhile owner, and dates back to the 
19th century. 

HOTEL ESSENTIALS 
The key motto here is to provide an intimate experience, and 
their two private cottages do just that. The heritage Mary Budden 
Cottage is fi t for a party of six, and has been revamped without 
tampering with its original old-world charm. The newly built 
Rhododendron Cottage is more contemporary in nature while also 
borrowing from its sister cottage’s yesteryear glory. 

The property’s multiple sit-outs are spread across the vicinity 
with mesmerizing views of the surrounding valleys. Enjoy a meal at 
one of these tranquil spots or simply catch up on that book—the 
choice is yours. 

The Indian and continental cuisine available at the property is 
cooked with homegrown garden vegetables and herbs. While you 
can be served in your cottage dining room; high tea on the hillside 
or a bonfi re and barbecue dinner at the designated tandoor area 
shouldn’t be ruled out either. 

Fill your days with activities like guided walks and hikes within 
the Binsar Wildlife Sanctuary, cooking lessons, and evening song 
and dance performances

GETTING THERE
Kathgodam, the closest railway station is a four-hour drive away while 
Pantnagar airport is fi ve hours by road. 

For more information:
Call: +91 97111 71350
Email: contact@marybuddenestate.in
Website: www.marybuddenestate.in 
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Apart of Niraamaya’s bouquet of private retreats offering 
transformational sensory experiences, Niraamaya 
Retreats Surya Samudra in Kovalam is submerged in the 

luxury of secluded beaches, wellness immersions and epicurean 
delights, making it a sanctuary for your senses. Nestled in a 
verdant cliff-top coconut grove with breathtaking views of the 
Arabian Sea, the retreat is dotted with traditional cottages that 
celebrate Kerala’s heritage and culture. 

The property’s origin can be traced back to 1982 when a 
barren hill was transformed into a beacon of ancient Keralite 
architecture with carefully restored tharawads brought in, thus 
celebrating the timeless value of the region’s heritage. As an 
embodiment of well-being delivering bespoke experiences, the 
charming peaceful retreat thrives on contemporary hospitality, 
curated itineraries and gastronomic cuisine with wellness at its 
core. This lush paradise is also a member of Relais & Châteaux’s 
global fellowship of luxury hotels and restaurants.

HOTEL ESSENTIALS
Of the 33 spacious rooms, each accommodation offers unique 
scenic views of the gardens and the sea while entailing the patina 
of Kerala’s traditional craftsmanship at every corner. The famed 

NIRAAMAYA RETREATS 
SURYA SAMUDRA, KOVALAM

award-winning Niraamaya Spa offers a range of natural 
and holistic therapies to rejuvenate the body, mind and 
soul. The best of traditional ayurveda and international 
therapies, world-class pampering, and the skilful hands 
of master masseurs makes this a haven for wellness and 
rejuvenation seekers. 

The unique cli� -side swimming pool will throw several 
Instagram-worthy pictures your way. You can also catch the 
sunset at the bar with uninterrupted views of the sea. Essence 
is the retreat’s sea-facing pan-Asian speciality restaurant and 
Café Samsara o� ers all-day dining. Several private dining 
experiences can be curated for you upon special request 
at intimate venues that overlook the surrounding sea and 
dramatic cli� s, to soak in the spirit of its unique location.

GETTING THERE
The retreat is 25km from the Trivandrum International Airport. 

For more information:
Call: +91 80 4510 4510
Email: reservations@niraamaya.in
Website: www.niraamaya.in

KERALA The holistic beach-front retreat invites you to immerse in a 
peaceful getaway

DON’T
MISS:

The backwater cruise at 
Poovar estuary leads to the 

Golden Sand Beach, where the 
hotel sta�  will set up a 

luxurious sun-bed for a picnic. 
The return journey is through 

a mangrove forest.



Breathe in the crisp air from your tree house balcony and 
gaze out at co� ee plantations as far as the eye can see. 
This morning ritual, followed by your daily cuppa is sure 

to invigorate considering you’ll be enjoying the scent of pepper, 
co� ee and tea that make up the Mangalam Carp Estate. Enjoy the 
many walks through the spice-scented pathways of the 200-acre 
retreat, the coracle rides on the retreat’s private lake or a thrilling 
safari in one of the open jeeps. If you’re hoping to learn something 
new, why not sign up for a cooking demonstration with the in-house 
chef Mani.

HOTEL ESSENTIALS 
With only four rooms (two in the stunning 140-year-old colonial 
bungalow and two luxurious tree houses) on the plantation, it’s the 
perfect romantic getaway. If you’re looking for all the trappings of a 
hotel, you’ll fi nd a swimming pool and Ayurvedic spa. What makes 
it di� erent though, is its medicinal garden and organic farm, which 
supplies the restaurant on site. You can also request a guided tour of 
the plantation or go on a jeep safari and spot the local wildlife. 

PEPPER TRAIL 
KERALA A secluded luxe hideaway in the 
midst of a plantation

GETTING THERE
Fly into Calicut from where the property is a three-hour drive. 
If you’re in Bengaluru, expect a six-hour drive to Pepper Trail.

For more information
Call: +91 95622 77000
Email: reservations@peppertrail.in
Website: www.peppertrail.in

DON’T
MISS:

A morning walk through the 
co� ee, tea and spice 

gardens, and by the lake. 
Cap it all with an elaborate 
breakfast that includes a 
cup of fi lter co� ee, with 

beans from the estate, as 
the birds of Wayanad begin 

their morning chorus. 
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Once the home of the Mondals of West Bengal, today the 
property plays host to a cross section of travellers from 
around the world. Whether you’re planning to visit to 

immerse yourself in the lifestyle of the past, or hosting an event 
on the manicured lawns and surrounded by stately buildings, 
the Rajbari is a trip back in time. Wake up to the sun dappled 
sit-out area, before setting o�  for a village walk or to explore the 
countryside. When you return, indulge in a meal fi t for a king, before 
retiring to your sumptuously appointed room. 

HOTEL ESSENTIALS 
The 350-year-old property was in ruins as recently as 2008. 
However, its four acres now boast a fully restored mansion with 30 
rooms and suites, each of which is unique. The Rajbari has been 
carefully redone in the original style using teak wood and vintage 
family heirlooms to add authenticity to the palatial structure. With 
an open-air pool, enclosed courtyard and spa on the premises, 
there’s a lot to explore. Every day ends with the Sandhya Aarti, 
bringing a little bit of local culture to the imposing hotel.

GETTING THERE
The property is about two-and-a-half-hours away from Kolkata 
airport, and one-and-a-half-hours away from the city centre.

For more information
Call: +91 90733 12000
Email: marketing@therajbari.com
Website: www.therajbari.com

RAJBARI BAWALI
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WEST BENGAL A meticulously restored thakur 
bari brings Bengali heritage to life

DON’T
MISS:

Take a sunset boat ride on 
the Ganges. During the 

trip, learn about the 
region’s history as bauls 

sing about the rise and fall 
of the area’s former 
kingdoms, for a truly 

immersive experience.



If you’re keen on exploring Satpura National Park, Reni Pani Jungle 
Lodge is the perfect base from which to do so. Its unique location 
in a pristine forest, and penchant for crafting extraordinary 

experiences will delight all ages. With skilled naturalists and various 
options when it comes to exploring the wilderness, you’ll be spoiled for 
choice. When you do set out into the forest keep your eyes peeled for 
leopards, sloths, Indian gaur and cheetal among other wildlife. If you’re 
more interested in birding, the nearby Denwa river is where rare bird 
species can be found. Once you’re back at the lodge, your personal 
butler will take care of your whims, like setting up a time for a massage, 
or then putting together a scrumptious meal.

HOTEL ESSENTIALS 
Since the hotel opened in 2010, the property has made a name for 
itself with its thoughtful design and attention to detail. The 12 chalets 
and four luxury villas o� er a large patio and well-appointed bathrooms. 
For those that don’t want to leave the comfort of their room, large 
bay windows provide superlative views of the surrounding greenery 
and visiting wildlife. Soon to be completed are four tents that will be 
available for bookings from early next year. At the lodge, there are 
various options when it comes to spending your time. For those looking 
to cool o� , there’s the pool, while readers will be delighted to know that 
they can browse through the in-house library. If all that walking around 
the forest undergrowth has gotten to you, there are trained masseurs 
to get rid of any niggling knots and aches and pains. Meals can be 
served under the large neem tree that is popular for dining.

RENI PANI JUNGLE LODGE
MADHYA PRADESH See the jungle come alive at this boutique lodge

GETTING THERE
Bhopal is the closest airport, and it is about three-and-a-half hours 
away from the lodge, and is where you can spend a couple of nights 
at the sister hotel—Jehan Numa Palace. If you’re coming in by train, 
Hoshangabad and Itarsi Junction stations are about an hour away.  

For more information
Call: +91 755 2661 100
Email: info@renipanijunglelodge.com
Website: www.renipanijunglelodge.com

DON’T
MISS:

With the lodge’s ‘Night Out 
Under Canvas’ you get to 
spend a night out in the 

jungle, on the perimeter of 
Satpura National Park. Use 
the camping experience to 

get a head start on a 
half-day or day-long hike, 
once the sun comes up.
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SAMODE SAFARI LODGE
MADHYA PRADESH Head into the wild at this luxury safari retreat in the heart of India

Adventure with a side of calm? You will fi nd both in ample 
doses at The Samode Safari Lodge, located on the edge of 
the Bandhavgarh National Park in Madhya Pradesh—the 

territory that boasts the highest density of tigers in the world. 
The jungle retreat, which is a part of Relais & Châteaux’s 

exclusive collection of boutique hotels, o� ers nature lovers the 
chance to discover the region’s immensely rich biodiversity from close 
quarters. All this, while being placed in the lap of luxury, with the right 
mix of privacy and seclusion. The location o� ers limited cell reception, 
making it an ideal opportunity to switch o� , quite literally.

HOTEL ESSENTIALS 
The eco-conscious lodge is seasonal in nature and is functional 
from October to mid-June, with a monsoon break that lasts from 
July to September. The 12 private villas are palatial in design 
with open-air bath courts and private verandahs overlooking the 

surrounding forest. If you are travelling with kids, babysitters can be 
arranged upon special request.

The menu is designed to surprise. It changes daily and includes 
both continental and Indian fare. Guests can look forward to a light 
snack and beverages before their morning safari followed by a 
hearty breakfast on their return from the park. 

GETTING THERE
Samode Safari Lodge is a four-hour drive from Jabalpur and a fi ve-
hour drive from Khajuraho. Umaria is the closest railway station. 
The Umaria Airstrip for private air charters is 30 minutes away.

For more information:
Call: +91 141 2632 370
Email: reservations@samode.com
Website: www.samode.com/safarilodge

DON’T
MISS:

A safari for the thrill of a 
lifetime. Apart from being 
populated with tigers, the 
park is also teeming with 

various species of mammals, 
butterfl ies and birds. Other 

nature-friendly activities 
include stargazing, cycling, 

and nature walks. 



Yoga is popular all over the world, but it can often feel 
like an intimidating practice for those that aren’t used 
to its stretches, asanas and more. At the Shreyas Yoga 

Retreat, they demystify the ancient practice, and strip it of 
its organised religious overtures. What you get is the kind of 
getaway that takes care of mind, body and soul. Furthermore, 
there’s the chance to work on the property’s organic vegetable 
and herb garden in addition to cooking for and helping out at an 
orphanage that the property has adopted. 

HOTEL ESSENTIALS
Practise your yoga asanas, pranayama, meditation and learn 
more about the ancient spiritual practice while at the retreat. 
While there, you can learn both Ashtanga and Hatha yoga or 
else give yourself over to the Panchakarma treatment that 
cleanses your body of accumulated toxins or simply enjoy the 
variety of wellness therapies to de-stress and recharge your 
batteries. With 12 cottages, the cosy retreat o� ers personalised 
attention, and lip-smacking vegetarian meals for those that are 
interested in learning to lead a healthier lifestyle. The retreat’s  
philosophy states that food is a facet of divinity and as a result, 

KARNATAKA Return from this 25-acre retreat rejuvenated 
and balanced

SHREYAS YOGA RETREAT

special care is taken in the preparation of their meals, which 
encompasses all cuisines. A pool, gym, outdoor Jacuzzi, home 
theatre, library, steam room, sauna, cricket nets and walking trail 
round out the o� erings. Guests can also explore visiting the villages 
nearby, participate in community exercises that involve a visit to 
the orphanage or schools, cooking sessions, trekking tours, city 
excursions, etc. Shreyas o� ers various packages from three nights 
to 28 nights, With a temperate climate all through the year, it’s the 
kind of destination that lends itself to multiple visits any time that 
city life gets to you. 

GETTING THERE
The retreat, located on countryside surrounded by villages, is an 
hour’s journey from Bangalore International Airport and about 
35km from the Bengaluru city centre, though it can also be 
reached from Mysuru and Hampi. 

For more information:
Call: +91 99161 10434
Email: reservations@shreyasretreat.com 
Website: www.shreyasretreat.com

DON’T
MISS:

A mud therapy and turmeric 
bath at the Anaha Spa and 

Wellness Centre is a must. The 
newly built spa wing with 

16,000sq ft of space, o� ers 
complete holistic healing 

experiences including 
Panchakarma and naturopathy 

remedies, ayurveda, and 
rejuvenating therapies from 

around the world.   
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Originally built as vacation homes by the owners, both 
properties are similar in ethos but di� erent in character. 
Located in Kumaon, near Nainital, they are well connected 

by train, road and air from New Delhi, and average about six hours 
to get to.

SOULITUDE IN THE HIMALAYAS
Once you get there, one is face-to-face with the mighty Himalayas, 
at an altitude of 7,200 feet. The peaks of Panchachuli, Pindari 
Glacier, Nanda Devi, Trishul and Kamet are all visible from the 
property, which is designed to frame panoramic views. The 10 
beautifully appointed rooms are spread across two adjoining 
chalet-style houses that provide for a luxurious stay with great food 
and warm hospitality. There are several beautiful walks and treks 
that start from Soulitude’s door, where the crunch of twigs under 
your feet will be the only sounds as you walk. It’s an ideal location 

UTTARAKHAND Soulitude o� ers two mountain getaways where one 
can disconnect and rejuvenate, in spectacular Himalayan settings

SOULITUDE

to explore the Kumaon region with several lakes, including Nainital, 
Bhimtal, Naukuchiatal and Sattal—all within an hour’s drive. 
Soulitude is the kind of place that demands repeated visits.

SOULITUDE BY THE RIVERSIDE
A 30-minute trek from the nearest road, it is situated alongside 
the banks of the Kalsa river. With a rustic appeal, three of its seven 
rooms are situated in a restored 1930s village home. The expansive 
views of the waterfalls and streams can be enjoyed from the several 
shacks placed along vantage points on the riverfront—ideal to 
watch the birds, read that book, or simply watch the river fl ow by. 
The soul of this property is its Dhaba, which sits amidst its own 
organic farm, where one can enjoy homestyle freshly-cooked food 
and endless cups of chai brewed on a wood-fi red chulla. 

For more information on both resorts visit www.soulitude.in
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DON’T
MISS:

The trek to Pari Tal involves 
crossing the river and leads to 

a pristine lake fed by a 
waterfall. It can only be 

accessed via Soulitude by the 
Riverside, and the two-hour 
excursion can be organized 

from either resort.
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Wake up in a room held up by pillars with ornate 
woodcarvings, red carpets and gorgeous paintings all over. 
Look out your window at snow-covered mountains, and 

the crisp blue sky. You’re in a palace that was built in 1820, and was 
once the home of the Namgyal dynasty. Make the palace your base 
to explore Leh and Ladakh, whether that be just walking around the 
neighbouring villages, or taking the opportunity to go on a horse ride 
through the area. With a topography that varies, one day can be spent 
on a hike, while another is for a trek to the lakes that dot the area. For 
the truly adventurous, ask the hotel to arrange for river rafting on the 
Indus, or take a daylong walk to the base of Stok Kangri, the highest 
mountain in the Stok range of the Himalayas.

HOTEL ESSENTIALS
Opened to the public with the blessings of the Dalai Lama, this 
six-suite palace (there are three additional villas with two rooms 
in their apricot and willow garden) o� ers rooms that are utterly 
unique. Meticulously restored, the palace features modern comforts 
and o� ers stunning views. During the summer, you can enjoy your 
breakfast on the summer ramparts, and the food, as you’d expect is 
fi t for a king. If you’re interested in learning about the local cuisine 

JAMMU & KASHMIR A mountain getaway in 
Ladakh that encapsulates the region’s heritage

STOK PALACE 
HERITAGE HOTEL

DON’T
MISS:

Take the opportunity to speak 
with owner His Highness 

Jigmed Namgyal, who is a 
fount of information on the 

local region, its customs and 
more. If you’re lucky, he might 

even join you for a meal.

the palace has cooking classes that will showcase regional recipes 
and produce. You will be staying in the seat of the erstwhile rulers 
of Ladakh, and there’s an in-house museum for days when the cold 
weather keeps you indoors. 

GETTING THERE
Fly into Leh, where the airport is open through the year, and Stok 
Palace is about 15km away from the airport. 

For more information:
Call: +91 124 406 2480
Email: reservations.stokpalace@gmail.com
Website: www.stokpalaceheritage.com



Located at the foothills of the mighty Himalayas is a colonial 
structure built in the 1940s that serves as a gateway to 
India’s four distinct forests reserves—Dudhwa, Katarniaghat, 

Kishanpur and Pilibhit. TUTC’s Jaagir Lodge Dudhwa, set on the 
fringes of the deep Terai forest, is where one needs to head for an 
enchanting jungle safari experience that is coupled with tranquillity, 
colonial luxury and contemporary comforts. A unique world of 
untouched natural beauty beckons. 

HOTEL ESSENTIALS 
TUTC’s Jaagir Lodge is designed as an intimate farmstead deeply 
one with nature. It boasts four luxury suites and three luxury 
rooms as well as two stilted villas that are slated to open soon. 
The activities are centred around adventure and unravelling 
the mysteries of the jungle. After all, the region boasts diverse 
wildlife; inhabited by 38 species of mammals, 90 species of fi sh, 
and over 500 species of birds, many of them endangered. Guests 
are invited to partake in thrilling game drives across the multiple 
forests reserves of Dudhwa, Katarniaghat, Kishanpur and Pilibhit, 
accompanied by India’s best-trained naturalists. 

THE ULTIMATE  
TRAVELLING CAMP - 
JAAGIR LODGE DUDHWA
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UTTAR PRADESH Say yes to once-in-a-lifetime wildlife 
encounters in the lap of luxury

Additionally, guided nature trails, and excursions to spot animals 
like tigers, rhinoceroses, jackals, civets, fi shing cats and leopards 
will also grasp the thrill-seeker’s interest. Recover from the rush 
with the lodge’s sundowners and photography lessons. Worked up 
an appetite? The authentic local, Indian and international food with 
elaborate menus curated by award-winning chefs will satiate your 
taste buds.

GETTING THERE
The lodge is situated 7km north-west of Dudhwa National Park and 
is connected to major Indian cities like Kanpur, Agra, Varanasi, Delhi 
and Mumbai by train. The provision of arriving at Mujaha Airport 
(12km from the property) by chartered fl ight is also available with 
prior intimation. Alternatively, you can drive from Lucknow (four-
and-a-half hours) or Kanpur (six-and-a-half hours)

For more information
Call: +91 80109 02222
Email: info@tutc.com
Website: www.jaagirlodgedudhwa.com 

DON’T
MISS:

Plan your trip during early 
February to witness the one-of-

a-kind Dudhwa Bird Festival.
Enthusiasts are engulfed in a lively 

four-day bird festival including 
interactions with knowledgeable 

bird experts from across 
the world, photography 

workshops, and of course, 
bird watching. 



HOTEL DRUK
BHUTAN

Located in the heart of Thimphu, this 
Bhutanese hotel is an icon in itself by virtue of 
being one of the oldest hotels in the Land of 
the Thunder Dragon. The 57 rooms and suites 
borrow generously from the local culture, 
especially the symbolism of dragons, in their 
design while exuding an overall luxurious 
aesthetic. Their speciality restaurant, Seventh, 
is helmed by chef Santanu Kundu, and is 
famous for giving classic Indian, oriental 
and continental dishes an ingenious local 
twist. Hi Jinks’ heady concoction of cocktails 
and wine list won’t disappoint either. The 
spa, Lha Yul, stays true to its name that 
means seventh heaven. The ayurvedic 
therapies as well as the Swedish, Thai and 
Balinese massages promise the ultimate 
in rejuvenation.
(www.drukhotels.com)

GLENBURN TEA ESTATE & 
BOUTIQUE HOTEL, DARJEELING
WEST BENGAL

Masked within a sprawling 1,600-acre property, Glenburn is 
a heavenly plantation retreat in the Himalayas located on a 
hillock above the banks of the river Rangeet, with the mighty 
Kanchenjunga peak towering in the background.  

The two 200-year-old colonial bungalows that were once part 
of a family tea estate feature four suites each. While these have 
been restored, they still retain traces of their heritage. The discreet 
abodes are surrounded by 1,000 acres of verdant private 
forests, green tea-fi elds and quaint tea-pickers’ villages. You can 
choose to simply revel in the charms of the property or opt for day 
trips to Darjeeling and Kalimpong. The closest airport Bagdogra 
(three-and-a-half hour drive away) is connected to Delhi, Kolkata 
and Mumbai by direct fl ights.
(www.glenburnteaestate.com)

TIGER MOUNTAIN 
POKHARA LODGE
NEPAL

A 30-minute drive from Pokhara in western Nepal, this picturesque 
eco-friendly lodge is situated on a spectacular hilltop 
ridge 1,000ft above Pokhara Valley, with arresting views of 
Machapuchare and majestic Himalayan peaks. The cosy main 
lodge boasts a central fi replace, seating areas and a bar 
arranged around a Nepali-style courtyard while hand-cut stone 
bungalows with private gardens function as the rooms. Apart 
from the dining room, there are several outdoor terraces for an al 
fresco meal. Colonel Jimmy’s Library o� ers ample literature on 
Himalayan mountaineering. While the lodge is an ideal 
post-trek base, one can also indulge in other activities like nature 
walks, village visits, yoga and meditation or unwind with 
a shiatsu or ayurvedic massage when here.
(www.tigermountainpokhara.com)
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MALJI KA KAMRA
RAJASTHAN

The mansions of Shekhawati are known for their combination of 
historic styles and attention to detail. Situated on the edge of the 
area, in the town of Churu, Malji Ka Kamra allows you to live like 
yesteryear royalty, with four-poster beds and elegantly carved 
furniture harking back to another time. The opulent interiors and 
idiosyncratic design decisions will have you thinking you are living 
in a doll house, though that is part of its charm. Think Instagram-
ready pastels and a combination of historical styles. Don’t forget 
to book a dinner at Johra, the water reservoir, for a candlelit meal 
that will live on in your memories. Use the haveli as a base to 
step out for a day of dune bashing, or then visit the region’s other 
crumbling buildings and frescoes of Mehensar, Ramgarh and 
Fatehgarh. The property is about 200km away from Jaipur, and 
like most of Rajasthan, o� ers an experience that is unlike any other. 
(www.maljikakamra.com)

BHAINSRORGARH FORT
RAJASTHAN

With views of the Chambal river, 
Bhainsrorgarh’s dramatic location is the ideal 
escape for those that want to see more of 
Rajasthan, away from the cities. The hotel is 
known for its delicious meals, palatial suites 
and heritage charm. With easy-to-arrange 
excursions to Hingalgarh Fort and Mukundara 
Hills National Park, there’s enough to do around 
the area. Our pick is the private picnic lunch 
on an island in the middle of the Chambal river 
where you can also spot Mugger crocodiles. 
Other excurisions that can be arranged include 
visits to the Badoli temple complex, and a day 
spent boating on the river. Stop for a couple 
of days on your journey around Rajasthan, 
especially if you plan to traverse the state by 
road. The fort can be reached from Udaipur 
and Jaipur.  
(www.bhainsrorgarh.com)

 RANVAS
RAJASTHAN

This stunning hotel was once the residence of 
the ranis of Maharaja Bhakt Singh. The 10 havelis 
of Ranvas, each have between two and three 
bedrooms and will take you back to the time of 
royalty. Ranvas, which means ‘fi t for a queen’, is 
part of the Ahichhatragarh or Nagaur Fort and is 
located about fi ve hours away from Jaipur. There 
are gorgeously landscaped lawns to traverse, 
arched corridors to walk through, surreptitious 
paths to get lost on, hand-painted frescos to be 
admired and a pool in which to cool o� . Its two 
restaurants serve up the unique Sufi -Mughlai 
cusine that the region’s royalty perfected, though 
international cuisines are also easily available. 
The property is ideal for a private getaway that 
allows you to luxuriate in a space that’s fi t for 
royalty. Ask for the queen’s bedroom to truly 
elevate your experience. 
(www.ranvasnagaur.com)



SVASARA JUNGLE LODGE
MAHARASHTRA

A two-hour drive from Nagpur takes you to 
the gates of Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve, 
and steps away from the reserve’s Kolara 
Gate is Svasara. The jungle lodge houses 
12 cottages on 10 restored acres of forest. 
With a pool and spa to give some relief from 
the almost year-round heat, the property 
is an oasis on the edge of the tiger reserve. 
Set up day trips into the reserve to catch 
a glimpse of the elusive big cat, and when 
you return look forward to a feast of Verhadi 
cuisine, which the lodge considers its forte. 
For those looking to learn how to replicate 
the dishes served up, ask to set up a cooking 
class with their chefs. With enough to do, you 
can take each day as it comes. There’s also  
bu� er zone drives and nature walks for the 
adventurous to go on. 
(www.svasararesorts.com)

SARAI AT TORIA
MADHYA PRADESH

There’s more than enough to keep you busy in the vicinity around 
the Sarai at Toria, near Khajuraho. That’s because Panna National 
Park, the stunning temples of Khajuraho, the fortress city of 
Kalinjar and the ruins of Ajaygarh are all within easy reach. The 
diversity of o� erings makes it perfect for families and private stays 
at the ecologically minded property. It boasts eight independent 
cottages that blend in with the greenery that surrounds them. 
Featuring local design elements, thatched roofs and large sit-out 
areas, you’ll relish the sense of space that the property o� ers, and 
make frequent visits to the riverbank of the Ken, which abuts the 
property. The property can be reached most easily from Khajuraho, 
from where it is a 20 minute drive away, but is well connected to 
from Agra, Varanasi and Gwalior as well. 
(www.saraiattoria.com)

KIPLING CAMP
MADHYA PRADESH

Kipling Camp’s two and four bedroom cottages are popular with 
families, and couples alike as they visit Kanha on the quest for the 
elusive tiger. Set up by committed conservationists the camp is 
about four hours from Jabalpur, though visitors have been known 
to get there from Nagpur as well. You can look forward to an early 
morning park visit to spot the wildlife before coming back to the 
camp for an outdoor lunch. Also a big draw for guests is Tara, 
the camp’s resident elephant who was immortalised in Mark 
Shand’s ‘Travels on my Elephant’. At Shamiana, you can catch 
up with other guests or just soak up the sun while enjoying the 
sounds of birdcalls and more. Evening drives in the park, relaxing 
massages, interactions with local artists and tribal dances under 
the stars are other ways to spend your day.
(www.kiplingcamp.com)

36



37

BERA SAFARI LODGE
RAJASTHAN

Low, angular stone dwellings are where you 
will be staying. Behind those though, are 
imposing hills. It’s those very hills where 
leopards come to roam. Lucky for you, your 
bedroom window allows you to see the 
magnifi cient creatures. Bera Safari Lodge 
consists of six cottages on 10 acres of land 
bordering Rajasthan’s Jawai Bandh forest. 
Conveniently located ten minutes from Jawai 
dam, the lodge and its surroundings are a 
haven for birders and animal lovers alike. 
The large property is between Udaipur and 
Jodhpur, though it’s closer to get to from 
the former. Owner Shatrunjay has played a 
crucial role in getting the region marked as a 
conservation reserve, and works with the local 
community to ensure that the shepherds and 
leopards coexist with each other.
(www.berasafarilodge.com)

SNOW LEOPARD LODGE
JAMMU & KASHMIR

Two and a half hours from Ladakh, perched 
13,000 thousand feet above sea level, in the 
village of Ulley is the Snow Leopard Lodge. As 
the only full-service lodge in Ladakh, in winters 
you’ll have the chance to  spend your days 
tracking snow leopards, Tibetian wolves, red 
foxes, bharals and other high-altitude wildlife. 
Living among the locals in the two buildings 
that are built in local Ladakhi style, that 
includes a lounge and dining room as well, with 
comfortable bedrooms done up in a range of 
local fabrics. A favourite of wildlife enthusiasts 
and photographers, the lodge is known for its 
wildlife-centric experience, eco-conscious ethos 
and  support of the local economy.
(www.snowleopardlodge.com) 

VANGHAT 
UTTARAKHAND

On the edge of Corbett Tiger Reserve in 
the Kalagarh Reserve is Vanghat, a rustic 
eight-cottage hideaway that is an ideal 
base from which to explore the Ramganga 
valley and the region’s forest. Spread 
across eight acres, the hideaway also 
includes Machan, where you will dine with 
other guests, on simple home-style food 
across a range of cuisines from Indian and 
Tibetan to continental fare. Children will 
have ample opportunities to learn from 
the team of naturalists and conservators 
that have been studying the forest and its 
wildlife for years. It’s recommended that 
guests complete their safaris at Corbett 
from which you make the two-hour 
journey to enjoy forest living in the lodge. 
(www.vanghat.com)



JEHAN NUMA RETREAT
MADHYA PRADESH

Located on the edge of the Van Vihar National Park on 
the outskirts of Bhopal, Jehan Numa Retreat is designed 
as a spa resort aiming to nourish its patrons while also 
bringing them closer to nature. You’ll fi nd lush greenery 
as far as your eyes can see. The 28 cottages with private 
sit-outs are broken down into six clusters, accessed 
through canopied pathways bursting with natural life. 
Dine on salads and grills at Under the Jamun Tree or dig 
into Indian and world cuisine at the indoor restaurant 
and bar, Coriander Leaf. The fi ve-bed spa close to the 
pool specialises in ayurvedic treatments. One can also 
spend a leisurely time at the open lounge overlooking 
the farm with a book and tea for company. Moreover, 
easy access to two world heritage sites, three important 
museums and heritage walks in the old city make this a 
culture lover’s paradise.
(www.jehannuma.com)

SVATMA, THANJAVUR
TAMIL NADU

The property is housed in a 150-year-old mansion that 
was painstakingly restored for 10 years before opening its 
doors to an invigorating peek into ancient Tamil Nadu’s 
history, cuisine, culture, art and wellness practices. Svatma 
means ‘one’s own soul’, so a stay here is also a journey 
to connect with one’s spirit. A new millennium wing with 
30 rooms complements the seven rooms and suites of 
the heritage wing. A siddha-based spa treatment plan or 
the Swaram Sound therapy is a novel way to rejuvenate. 
The culinary o� erings are largely vegetarian and organic, 
and Palaharam, Aaharam and the rooftop bar Nila are the 
options you can choose from. The property is a perfect 
base to explore sari weaving units, Veena workshops, visit 
the Navagraha temple and experience curated chamber 
concerts. It  is a one-hour drive from theTiruchirappalli 
international airport.
(www.svatma.in)

WINDERMERE ESTATE
KERALA

All roads lead to Windermere Estate in Munnar, Kerala for those 
looking to go green during their next vacation. Set within a large 
private plantation of co� ee and cardamom, the family-owned 
property is made increasingly appealing with the beautiful 
vistas of mountains, tea estates and forests that surround it. 

The 18 rooms come with a sit-out to make the most of the 
extraordinary views on o� er. The cottages and villas are spread 
over four acres and marry the beautiful backdrop with utmost 
privacy. Head to The Barn for delicacies like local preparations, 
north Indian cuisine, sandwiches, soups and pastas. Sip on the 
estate’s collection of Munnar tea at The Hut, accompanied with 
some snacks. Fill your time with activities like organized plantation 
walks in the afternoon, a visit to the Tea Museum or day-long 
treks. The property is a three-hour drive from the Kochi airport. 
(www.windermeremunnar.com)
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Suryagarh sits on the threshold that looks east towards the 
ancient golden city of Jaisalmer, which o� ers unsurpassable 
antiquity, and looks west to the undulating landscape of the 

Thar Desert with its raw natural beauty. This intuitively inspired 
location gave rise to a thoroughly contemporary hotel that chose to 
maintain the remarkable architectural purity of its destination. The 
hotel carefully preserves the traditions of its past yet frames them 
in a modern idiom. 

HOTEL ESSENTIALS
The 28 suites and 45 rooms provide sophisticated refuge for urban 
travellers. The four havelis are intimate, stand-alone suites with private 
courtyards. Suryagarh’s famed series of sculptural gardens and 
courtyards are reminiscent of times past and a sanctuary in itself. 

Gourmands can bite into the culinary heritage of Marwad at 
their speciality restaurant, The Legend of Marwar, which brings the 
legendary fare of medieval hunts, court kitchens, and secrets from 
the Maharaja’s kitchens to your table. Nosh is their all-day dining 

SURYAGARH, JAISALMER
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RAJASTHAN Discover the path less travelled at this majestic getaway in the heart of the 
Thar Desert 

room, while Draksh serves as the watering hole.  
The indoor pool, Neel, is built in the style of a bygone age and 

o� ers quiet seclusion. The recreational room Taash entertains with 
many board games, a card table for four, and a well-lit billiards table.  
Rait-The Spa, draws inspiration from ancient wisdom to dissipate 
the stresses of everyday life using their array of treatments. 
Suryagarh’s accommodating team can also readily arrange 
specially curated Silk Route experience, Thar exploration or a 
temple trail of Jaisalmer upon request. 

GETTING THERE
Jaisalmer is connected to Delhi via daily fl ights. Suryagarh is a 
40-minute drive from the airport.

For more information:
Call: +91 7827 151 151 
Email: reservation@suryagarh.com
Website: www.suryagarh.com

DON’T
MISS:

Drive into the desert at dawn to 
enjoy breakfast in the midst of 

hundreds of peacocks or at dusk 
for ‘Dinner on the Dunes’ under a 

starlit desert sky. Relish the 
legendary Suryagarh picnics in 

soft green pastures and lush 
oases tucked away in 

the desert.



JAWAI’s location provides for an entirely unique experience from 
the rest of Rajasthan. Life at the property celebrates the great 
outdoors. Days are spent on wilderness adventures; think  

         breakfasts in the bush, picnics in the wild, luncheons by lakes 
and delicious dinners under constellations of an unending starry sky.

While you enjoy a yoga lesson at a remote location in the 
wilderness, your kids will be o�  on their junior rangers activities. 
Photography walks give guests the opportunity to shoot over 250 
species of di� erent birds, and yes, the wild leopards. The big cats 
here are a highlight at this enchanting place.

HOTEL ESSENTIALS
With just 10 luxurious tents including a Family and a Royal Suite, 
JAWAI redefi nes luxury in the wild. The owners Anjali and Jaisal 
Singh have designed the 1930s industrial-style, tubular brushed-
steel furniture themselves. There are gorgeous black-and-white 
photographs of the local leopards you hope to meet hanging on the 
walls—all, of course, taken by the owners.  Each double tent has 
its own private sit out, and en suite bathroom with powerful rain 
showers. The wilderness views from your bed are enchanting, only 
the occasional red-turbaned Rabari herdsman walking home or the 
call of an exotic bird interrupts the peace. 

The dining and lounge tents are equally stunning and the 
pool area is perfect for a morning or afternoon dip. With 
the Relais & Châteaux seal of approval the impeccable service 
and exquisite menus ensure that your stay will be a 
once-in-a-lifetime experience.

SUJÁN JAWAI
RAJASTHAN Few experiences will make visitors feel more in tune with nature

GETTING THERE
Although set in a remote location, JAWAI is easily accessible by road, rail 
as well as air. The closest cities are Jodhpur (165km) and Udaipur (160 
km) both of which are well-connected Delhi and Mumbai by air as well as 
to the rest of Rajasthan by road.

For more information:
Call: +91 11 4617 2700 
Email: reservations@sujanluxury.com
Website: www.sujanluxury.com

DON’T
MISS:

 For a unique 
experience, get one of 
the rangers to make 

you their special 
breakfast, which 

includes local 
favourites, in a 

stunning setting. 
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SUJÁN RAJMAHAL PALACE

As you arrive at SUJÁN Rajmahal Palace, half a dozen smiling 
and smartly dressed men each wearing a distinctive pink 
turban wait to welcome you. You'll live like royalty at this 

palace hotel which is still a royal palace belonging to His Highness 
The Maharaja of Jaipur.

SUJÁN Rajmahal Palace is one of the oldest and most treasured 
palaces in the pink city. Located at the heart of Rajasthan’s bustling 
capital it is an enclosed oasis, secluded in beautiful verdant gardens. 
It’s tall bay windows, mirrored doors and wonderful interiors allow 
guests to be transported to a new era of 21st century regal living

The property redefi nes what a heritage hotel in India can be, 
it’s vibrant, fun and incredibly special. As at all SUJÁN’s, guests are 
instructed to treat it like home, making you feel like you’ve been 
personally invited to stay at a sumptuous private residence rather 
than in a hotel. Dine on excellent Indian and western cuisines, 
whenever and wherever you want (The Colonnade is a favourite).

Laze by art deco swimming pool, take in a polo match in the Royal 
box or head out on a cycling tour at fi rst light. Whatever you feel like 
doing, the concierge here will go out of their way to make 
it unforgettable. 

HOTEL ESSENTIALS
The Palace o� ers just 14 rooms and suites, including two 
magnifi cent Royal apartments. The wallpapers, specially created 
for each room, tell the many stories of Jaipur making sure there 
is something to suit everyone. The two bedroom Maharaja’s 
apartment comes with a drawing room that opens onto a private 
terrace, a dining room with seating for eight and its own dedicated 
butler. If it’s your own pool you want, check into the Maharani’s 
quarters. If it’s good enough for Queen Elizabeth II its most 
certainly good enough for you.  

GETTING THERE
Jaipur is easily accessible by road, rail and air. International and 
domestic fl ights fl y into Jaipur daily, and its well-connected by trains 
to the rest of the country as well.

For more information:
Call: +91 11 4617 2700
Email: reservations@sujanluxury.com
Website: www.sujanluxury.com

DON’T
MISS:

The new Rajmahal 
Café that’s opened in 

the grounds, which 
serves up light and 

delicious food.

RAJASTHAN Unlike any palace hotel you have ever seen before
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SUJÁN SHER BAGH
RAJASTHAN Luxury that redefi nes the safari experience

Nestled on the borders of Ranthambore National Park 
lies this uber luxurious tented camp, one of the fi rst 
members of Relais & Châteaux in India. 

Whilst focussing on eco-friendly and sustainable practices 
Sher Bagh transports you to the 1920s, evoking life on safari 
during the heyday of the British Raj. Crackling campfi res under 
star lit skies, naturalists to share the facts of the forest, it’s 
a place where comfort, style and an unmatchable commitment to 
conservation meet. 

With over 40 years experience, Sher Bagh’s guides and trackers 
are the best in the business. Their incredible knowledge of the park 
and the behaviour of its star inhabitant, the tiger, together with 
their passionate enthusiasm, make a stay here unparalleled. 

HOTEL ESSENTIALS 
Remaining small and exclusive, there are only 12 air-conditioned 
tents. Each is grand, spacious and wonderfully cosy. There are 
10 luxury tents as well as the Pukka Sahib and Royal Burra Sahib 
Suites. The former comes with a netted veranda to lounge in 
and its own Jacuzzi and open-air tree shower. The Burra Sahib 
Suite, invites you to relax under the shade of sleepy neem trees 
with a book from the library or to take a dip in the private, heated 
swimming pool watching the sunset. Your dedicated private butler 
ensures total relaxation.

When it comes to service SUJÁN doesn’t miss a beat. The 
cuisine here combines Anglo-Indian style lunches and traditional 

Indian dinners. The nourishing homegrown ingredients, hand-picked 
from the organic herb and vegetable gardens and the Sher Bagh 
Farm, add great value to an entirely fresh gastronomical experience. 

GETTING THERE
Travel options include air, train, helicopter and car. Guests can fl y to 
Jaipur and drive four hours to camp, or charter a private plane to land 
13km away. There is a train station just 20 minutes from camp.

For more information:
Call: +91 11 4617 2700
Email: reservations@sujanluxury.com
Website: www.sujanluxury.com

DON’T
MISS:

Make sure you ask the chef 
to walk you through the 
kitchen gardens. Take 

along a basket to fi ll and 
he’ll prepare a special meal 

using what you pick. 
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SUJÁN THE SERAI
RAJASTHAN The epitome of desert luxury, exuding style and sophistication with every comfort

Set on a 100 acre private estate of indigenous desert scrub, 
The Serai draws inspiration from the royal caravan sites 
of Rajputana; blending the luxury and vivacity of this land 

of kings. There is no better place from which to venture into the 
mystical environs of Jaisalmer to discover its fabled golden fortress, 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

HOTEL ESSENTIALS 
A tented desert camp set deep in the tranquil Thar is an impossibly 
romantic set-up. The 21 white canvas suites each have their own 
terrace lounge, sitting room with writing desk, air-con bedroom 
and a stylish his and hers double sink bathroom. Six of these suites 
have a private candlelit plunge pools, and the Royal Tented Suite 
has its own heated pool, spa, lounge and dining tent, and is set in an 
exclusive, walled-o�  compound. 

At the lounge you’ll fi nd the well-stocked bar, along with endless 
board games and novels to enjoy. Evenings are spent under the 
vast expanse of the desert sky enjoying the ancient melodies 
of Manganiyar folk musicians. Camel safaris, desert drives 
and sundowners on the sand dunes are just some of the other 
memorable and sought after escapades on o� er. 

Like all Relais & Châteaux properties The Serai refl ects the place, 

its people and its culture. Serving sumptuous local delicacies as 
well as delicious western repasts drawn from inherited recipes that 
pattern the daily changing menus, give you some of the fi nest food 
in the land. 

Whilst the other SUJÁN camps take care of the wildlife 
enthusiasts, the highly acclaimed SUJÁN Spa at The Serai, is one of 
the main reasons people travel here. From refl exology to cleansing 
scrubs and relaxing massages, the organic and ayurvedic products 
blended with an array of healing herbs leave you feeling utterly 
heavenly. Daily yoga classes help you disconnect from the bustling 
outside world and reconnect with nature. 

GETTING THERE
The Serai is easily accessible by road, rail as well as air. The closest 
airport to the Serai is Jaisalmer which is extremely well-connected 
to Delhi and Mumbai as well as the rest of Rajasthan by road, air
and rail.

For more information:
Call: +91 11 4617 2700
Email: reservations@sujanluxury.com
Website: www.sujanluxury.com

DON’T
MISS:

Want to take The 
Serai’s legendary 

recipes home? Ask 
the team to arrange 
for cooking lessons, 
which are a huge hit.  
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Heritage hotel chain Shahpura tells the story of a 
regal inheritance carefully restored to its original 
magnifi cence to give luxury afi cionados a taste of royal 

life. Owned by Maharaja Surendra Singhji Shahpura (descendant 
of the royal family of Shahpura), preserving the essence of their 
tradition in a contemporary format is at the heart of all their 
endeavours. Apart from promoting respect for the indigenous 
culture, and empowering the local community, Shahpura Hotels is 
also an eco-conscious group, mindful of their carbon footprint.

SHAHPURA HOUSE, JAIPUR  
As the primary fl agship property of the Shahpura Hotels, Jaipur’s 
Shahpura House is a member of Preferred Hotels & Resorts. It was 
when Rao Dhir Singhji was giving buildings in Shahpura a facelift 
in 1956 that he also revamped this old palatial house, which was 
once his residence as well. 

HOTEL ESSENTIALS
The heritage property boasts 65 rooms and suites, with traces 

SHAHPURA HOTELS
RAJASTHAN These heritage hotels in Jaipur are steeped in the 
glory of yesteryear aristocracy 

DON’T
MISS:

A dinner at the second-fl oor 
terrace restaurant for a truly 

authentic experience. The 
Rajasthani feast is followed 
by a cultural show featuring 
folk dance and music along 

with a puppet show.

of Indian and Mughal architecture in its design. The suites 
also share a terrace that o� ers far-reaching views of the city. 
Apart from their multi-cuisine restaurant Sapphire, one can 
also dine at the pool pavilion or Rasa, a rooftop restaurant 
serving authentic Indian fare along with traditional Rajasthani 
thalis. Rejuvenate at the Shahpura Spa, where the Swedish 
and ayurvedic Shirodhara massages are highly recommended. 
Shahpura House also features a souvenir shop of textiles, 
handicrafts and antiques, run by Rani Ratna Kumari Foundation 
to support the underprivileged women of Shahpura village.

Pack your stay with the activities on o� er such as a 
traditional Rajasthani cooking demonstration and fortune-
telling sessions or have the sta�  arrange for a local henna 
artiste for you. 

GETTING THERE
Shahpura House is well-connected to Delhi (four hours), 
Udaipur (fi ve hours), and Jodhpur (four hours) by road. The 
hotel is 14km from the airport. 
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SHAHPURA HAVELI, SHAHPURA 
Located 65km from Jaipur, Shahpura Haveli is situated in the 
former state of Shahpura, which was once the seat of the royal 
family and inhabited by the scion of the Rajput’s Shekhawat 
clan. The 300-year-old palace that once hosted celebrities, royalty, 
artists, and poets, now invites discerning travellers for an 
inimitable experience.

HOTEL ESSENTIALS
The intimate property features fi ve suites, each luxuriously 
designed with a unique personality of its own. The intricately 
designed Durbar Hall makes for a majestic welcome. Between 
the Chandra Mahal and the rooftop restaurant, guests can enjoy 
traditional Rajasthani as well as Asian and continental cuisines. 

Bespoke itineraries are designed for the guests to provide them 
a window to the local lifestyle. Heritage walks through the local 
bazaar of Shahpura to witness the manufacturing of bangles, 
mojris and pottery, camel and jeep safaris, countryside visits, and 
farm lunches can be arranged.

GETTING THERE
The closest airport is Jaipur (80km). You can also drive from 
Mandawa (two hours), Delhi (three hours) and Agra (fi ve hours). 

For more information:
Call: +91 141 4089 100
Email: reservations@shahpura.com 
Website: www.shahpura.com 

DON’T
MISS:

 A camel ride that traverses the 
village of Shahpura with halts at 

the homes of the villagers to 
witness their daily activities. You 
can also interact with the locals 

over some piping hot chai. 



Can’t resist the call of the wild? Then all roads lead to The 
Blackbuck Lodge, a luxury jungle retreat that plants its 
adventure-enthusiast patrons in close proximity to Velavadar 

National Park inhabited by blackbucks, blue bulls, endangered Indian 
grey wolves, hyenas and globally-threatened birds. At its core, the 
resort is a project of pure passion. Being an ardent thrill seeker made 
founder Mickey Desai perfectly poised to turn this land into a full-
fl edged grassland ecosystem—thus placing guests not just in the lap 
of nature, but of luxury as well. The see-it-to-believe-it beauty of the 
surrounding grasslands as well as the wealth of wildlife bestows the 
property with a backdrop that is unparalleled.

HOTEL ESSENTIALS
The 14 cottages are the last word in plush sumptuousness. The 
en-suite room with a patio, sitting area, bedroom, indoor and 
outdoor bathrooms, and a deck overlooking the exquisite bush are 
testimony to this fact. 

The design of the resort stays true to its commitment to 
uniqueness. A glimmering natural lake with aquatic vegetation takes 
centre stage. Dotting it are canopied sit-outs o� ering bird’s-eye 
views of fauna on the edge of the lake. The vantage point o� ered 
from the lookout point upon the mound won’t disappoint either. 

Meals with a di� erence? You got it. Dine at the lodge’s waterfront 
glassed-in dining room or dig into barbecued snacks and local 
Kathiawadi food under a starlit sky with a crackling bonfi re for 

THE BLACKBUCK LODGE
GUJARAT Wildlife enthusiasts can fi nd luxury in the wilderness at 
this picturesque resort 

company. Curl up with a book at their natural history library for 
some quiet time or cycle to explore the premises. The impending 
launch of the property’s new pool and spa will complete its stature 
as a haven of relaxation. 

GETTING THERE
Bhavnagar is the closest city and is connected to major cities like 
Mumbai by air. Ahmedabad is a two-and-a-half hour drive away. 

For more information:
Call: +91 99799 79729
Email: reservations@theblackbucklodge.com      
Website: www.theblackbucklodge.com

DON’T
MISS:

A stay at one of their two 
newly-built luxury Blackbuck 
suites. These come with their 

very own private open-air 
plunge pool. Allow the sta�  

to set up a romantic candlelit 
dinner on the suite’s 

spacious deck if 
you’re travelling with 

your partner. 
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Ladakh, the ‘land of high passes’, is a picture of untouched 
natural splendour, proudly perched in the Himalayas. Sought 
after by traders on the Silk Route, Buddhist monks, and 

thrill-seekers alike, few travel bucket lists are complete without 
its mention. Enjoy an untainted taste of this destination with The 
Grand Dragon, Ladakh—the region’s fi rst luxury hotel, developed 
and conceptualized by brothers Ghulam Mustafa and Ghulam 
Mohiuddin in 2007. 

HOTEL ESSENTIALS 
The hotel pays a generous ode to Ladakhi tradition with its 
architecture. With the addition of a new wing, the property now 
boasts 82 well-appointed rooms. Mountain-facing with views of 
Stok Kangri or Khardung La, the best kind of #wokeuptothisview 
Instagram captures are guaranteed. 

Enjoy local thupka or momos at Zasgyath, the co� ee shop on 
the lobby level. If you’re visiting during the summer months, then 
the terrace with al fresco seating and views of the Stok mountain 
range is the ideal choice. Tusrabs is their more intimate dining area, 
tastefully decorated with local kitchen essentials. The banquet 
areas can host up to 200 people, while the gardens are also 
available for celebratory events.

THE GRAND DRAGON, 
LADAKH
JAMMU & KASHMIR  Kiss the clouds at this contemporary 
property in the ‘roof of the world’

GETTING THERE
The hotel is a 10-minute drive from the airport with daily fl ights 
from New Delhi, Srinagar and, Mumbai. Drive from Himachal via the 
Leh-Manali highway (473km) or from Srinagar via the Srinagar-Leh 
road (434km). 

For more information:
Call: +91 96224 33776
Email: reservation@thegranddragonladakh.com
Website: www.thegranddragonladakh.com 

DON’T
MISS:

 The hotel’s curation of your 
itinerary with activities including 
Ladakhi cultural dance events, 

soft trekking that starts from the 
old town to the southern village, 
river rafting, white-water rafting, 

Royal Enfi eld rides, 
and yoga. 
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Soak in the distinct charisma of the ‘Venice of the East’ at the 
individualistic Udai Kothi that borrows from the best of Udaipur’s 
vibrant culture and updates it with contemporary fervour to 

appeal to the millennial traveller. 
Situated in the very heart of the old city on the ghats of Lake Pichola, 

Udai Kothi does a fi ne job of painting an imperial picture but with an 
overall tranquil and inviting appeal. Conceptualized, designed, created 
and managed by couple Thakur Vishwavijay Singh and Thakurani 
Bhuwneshwari Kumari along with their son Kunwar Samarvijay, you can 
enjoy traces of the past with the comforts of the present at this property.

HOTEL ESSENTIALS 
Architectural and decorative features that are unique to Udaipur have 
been generously used in the design of the hotel to give it a patina of 
old-worldliness. The 64 lavish rooms and suites boast traditional décor 
but international amenities. Enjoy panoramic views of Udaipur’s most 
iconic structures from the Lake and Udai suites or jump into your private 
plunge pool and rooftop Jacuzzi at the presidential Udai suite. The 
elegant rooftop restaurant, with its comprehensive menu, is perfect for 
everything from a midday snack to a romantic dinner. Beat the heat in 
Udaipur’s only rooftop pool, after a day of touring the city in the hotel’s 
Ford 1942 Jeep. 

UDAI KOTHI
RAJASTHAN Experience the charm of the old 
city of Udaipur at this majestic yet modern hotel

GETTING THERE
Udai Kothi can be reached by boat, car or even with a walk 
through the old city of Udaipur. The hotel is a 50-minute drive from 
the airport. 

For more information:
Call: +91 88755 55775
Email: info@udaikothi.com
Website: www.udaikothi.com

DON’T
MISS:

A meal on Lake Pichola when 
in the city of lakes. Udai Kothi’s 

fl eet of boats will do your bidding 
by arranging an unforgettable 

meal on-board. The Barge 
Bahadur is the biggest boat in 

Udaipur and can host a dinner for 
up to 40 people along with live 

musicians and performers 
accompanying you

 as well. 
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Sher Bagh, Ranthambhore | The Serai, Jaisalmer | JAWAI Camp, Jawai Bandh | Rajmahal Palace, Jaipur
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