
WWW.DIRTSPORTSNATION.COM

V
O

L
U

M
E

 
5

0
, 

N
O

. 7
 
//

 
J

U
L

Y
 
2

0
1
6

SEASON PREMIERE:  
HOT PARKER 425 ACTION

FREE STYLE:  
THIS BRONCO WAS DIRT CHEAP

50 YEARS 
OF THE FORD 
BRONCO

HISTORY  
IN THE MAKING

W
W

W
.D

IR
T

S
P

O
R

T
S

N
A

T
IO

N
.C

O
M

GASSED UP WOLFPACK RZR FUEL CELL INSTALL

OFF-ROAD SAFETY RPG HARNESS BAR INSTALL

SHOCK PLACEMENT WHERE YOUR SHOCKS WORK BEST

BAJA HISTORY BAJA BUGS AND THE WINNERS WHO DROVE THEM

KING OF THE HAMMERS THE TOUGHEST OFF-ROAD WEEK IN AMERICA!



J I M  R I L E Y

LEARN MORE

#ANYWHEREISPOSSIBLE // LIKE US ON FACEBOOK.COM/GENERALTIRE WWW.GENERALTIRE.COM

GRABBER™ HTS60GRABBER™  AT2GRABBER™

Aggressive 
All-Terrain

Long Wear, Comfort  
& Performance

Extreme Traction 
All-Terrain

LEARN MORE



VOLUME 50 I   NUMBER 7

TECHNICAL

28 HARNESSING YOUR 

OUTER SELF

Installing RPG Offroads Harness Bar

44 BY THE BOOK: 

SXS RACING 

REQUIREMENTS

Wolfpack Motorsports Installs A 

Harmon Racing Fuel Cell

64 KOPYCINSKI’S 

BRAIN

Shock Geometry 

FEATURES

12 KING OF THE 

HAMMERS

Hard Weather, Hard Racing, And 

Hard Rocks Puts Their Mark On 

The 2016 KOH

18 BRONCO GOLDEN 

ANNIVERSARY

Fifty Years Ago Ford Rolled Out 

A Short-Wheelbase 4x4 That 

Quickly Captured The Hearts Of 

Off-Roaders And Outdoorsmen 

EDITORIAL

NETWORK CONTENT DIRECTOR 

SEAN HOLMAN

EDITOR

MATT EMERY

MANAGING EDITOR 

LAURA PELTAKIAN

ASSOCIATE EDITOR 

SHAUN OCHSNER

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE

QUESTIONS, COMMENTS, CONCERNS  
AND NEW PRODUCT RELEASES TO:  
MEMERY@ENTHUSIASTNETWORK.COM

ART DIRECTION & 

DESIGN

DESIGN DIRECTOR

ROB MUNOZ

ART DIRECTOR

TRIS MAST

THE FOUR WHEELER 

NETWORK ON THE 

WEB

WWW.DIRTSPORTSNATION.COM
WWW.FOURWHEELER.COM
WWW.4WHEELOFFROAD.COM
WWW.JPMAGAZINE.COM
WWW.MUDLIFEMAGAZINE.COM

MANUFACTURING 

OPERATIONS

VP, MANUFACTURING  

OPERATIONS, GREG PARNELL
ARCHIVIST, THOMAS VOEHRINGER 

ADVERTISING 

INFORMATION

Please call DIRT SPORTS + OFF-ROAD 
Advertising Department, (949) 705-
3179. Related publications: Automobile, 
Car Craft, Chevy High Performance, 
Circle Track, Classic Trucks, Diesel 
Power, 8-Lug HD Truck, Engine Masters, 
European Car, 4-Wheel & Off-Road, Four 
Wheeler, Hot Rod, Hot Rod Deluxe, Jp, 
Lowrider, Mopar Muscle, Motor Trend, 
Muscle Car Review, Muscle Mustangs 
& Fast Fords, Mustang Monthly, Recoil, 
Street Rodder, Super Chevy, Super 
Street, Surfing, Truckin, Truck Trend, 
and Vette.

Any submissions or contributions from 
readers shall be subject to and governed by 
TEN: The Enthusiast Network’s User Content 
Submission Terms and Conditions, which are 
posted at http://www.enthusiastnetwork.com/
submissions/ 

Dirt Sports + Off-Road (ISSN 2334-3028), Volume 
50, No. 7, is published monthly by TEN: The 
Enthusiast Network, LLC, 261 Madison Avenue, 
6th Floor, New York, NY 10016. Copyright 2016 by 
TEN: The Enthusiast Network Magazines, LLC. 
All Rights Reserved. Periodicals postage paid 
at New York, NY and additional mailing offices. 
Subscriptions US And US Possessions $19.97 
for 12 Issues. Canadian orders add $12.00 per 
year and all other countries add $24.00 per year 
(including Surface Mail Postage. Payment in 
advance, US funds only.

POSTMASTER: Send All UAA To CFS. 
(See DMM 707.4.12.5): NON-POSTAL AND 
MILITARY FACILITIES: Send address changes 
to Dirt Sports + Off Road, P.O. Box 420235, Palm 
Coast, FL 32142-0235.

JULY 2016

CONTENTS
UNDER THE HOOD

DEPARTMENTS

06 WORD

Thoughts On 50 Years Of The Bronco

08 DIRT SPORTS 

NATION

Our Family’s Slightly Warped Photo 

Album

10 411

News From Around The Nation

68 GEARBOX

Great New Products You Will Want

72 CALENDAR

Everywhere You Want To Be In 2016

74 HOURGLASS

A Look Back In Time

36 COOL RUNNINGS

An HVAC Guy Who Runs Hot In 

The Dez

50 THE PARKER 425

Season Opening Scorcher Brings 

Success For Matney

56 FREE RIDE

A Giveaway Bronco That Has Earned 

Its Way

3J U L Y  2 0 1 6  // www.D ir tSpor tsNat ion .com







6

Copyright © 2016 by TEN: The Enthusiast Network Magazines, LLC 
All rights reserved.  
Printed in the USA.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: To change your address or order new 
subscriptions call 800-926-5783. You can also write to Dirt 
Sports + Off-Road magazine, Subscription Department, PO 
Box 420235 Palm Coast, FL 32142-0235. Please send your new 
address and mailing label from last issue. Allow 8-10 weeks 
for processing. Thanks for your patience. Occasionally our 
subscriber list is made available to reputable firms offering 
goods and services we believe would be of interest to our 
readers. If you prefer to be excluded, please send your 
current address label and a note requesting to be excluded 
from these promotions to TEN: The Enthusiast Network, 
LLC, 831 S. Douglas St., El Segundo, CA 90245, Attn: Privacy 
Coordinator. 

BACK ISSUES: To order, visit https://www.circsource.com/
store/storeBackIssues.html

CANADA POST: Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to  
IMEX Global Solutions, P.O. Box 25542, London, ON N6C 6B2.

IM
A

G
E

 B
Y

 D
E

A
N

N
A

 S
C

A
N

L
O

N

ADVERTISING
Network Ad Director, Jerome Dziechiasz

Associate General Manager, Kurt Miller

Advertising Coordinator, Gail Burns

Administrative & Sales Assistant, Glenda Mack

To advertise on this magazine’s website, or any of TEN: The 
Enthusiast Network’s other enthusiast sites, please contact us 

at AM-advertising@enthusiastnetwork.com

WEST
Los Angeles: 831 S. Douglas St., El Segundo, CA 90245; 310-

531-9900

Irvine: 1821 E. Dyer Rd., Ste. #150, Santa Ana, CA 92705; 949-

705-3100

EAST
New York: 261 Madison Ave., 6th floor, New York, NY 10016; 248-

594-5999

NORTH
Detroit: 4327 Delemere Court, Royal Oak, MI 48073; 248-594-5999

MIDWEST
Chicago: 310-531-9896

SOUTHEAST
813-675-3479

SOUTHWEST
626-695-5950

TEN: THE ENTHUSIAST NETWORK, LLC
Chairman, Peter Englehart

Chief Executive Officer, Scott P. Dickey

Chief Financial Officer, Bill Sutman

President, Automotive, Scott Bailey

EVP/GM, Sports & Entertainment, Norb Garrett

Chief Marketing Officer, Jonathan Anastas

Chief Commercial Officer, Eric Schwab

Exec. Creative Director, Mind Over Eye, Bill Wadsworth

Chief Creative Officer, Alan Alpanian

Chief Content Officer, Angus MacKenzie

EVP, Operations, Kevin Mullan

SVP/GM, Performance Aftermarket, Matt Boice

SVP, Financial Planning, Mike Cummings

SVP, Automotive Digital, Geoff DeFrance

VP, Editorial & Advertising Operations, Amy Diamond

SVP, Aftermarket Automotive Content, David Freiburger

SVP, In-Market Automotive Content, Ed Loh

SVP, Digital, Sports & Entertainment, Greg Morrow

SVP, Digital Advertising Operations, Elisabeth Murray

SVP, Marketing, Ryan Payne

CONSUMER MARKETING,  
ENTHUSIAST MEDIA SUBSCRIPTION COMPANY, INC.
SVP, Circulation, Tom Slater

VP, Retention & Operations Fulfillment, Donald T. Robinson III

W
hen I was in high school, the parents 

of a buddy of mine gave him a beau-

tiful ’67-ish Ford Bronco for his 16th 

birthday. His dad had owned and built it. It 

had all of the cool items of the day (we are 

talking 1977): Jackman white spoke wheels, 

updated suspension with Gabriel shocks, 

a nice front bumper with a winch and KC 

lights, a storage rack on the back for jerry-

cans, fiberglass fender flares, a cool orange 

paintjob, and glasspacks that made the 302 

sound like a wild beast. Only a couple of 

years later, he sold it so he could buy a black 

Nissan 300Z. 

I told him he was crazy to even think about parting with it, and that the Bronco was 

worth—in terms of real worth—10 times what even a new Z was. He wouldn’t listen. 

He virtually gave it away, but at the time I couldn’t come up with the $3,000 that he 

wanted for it. I knew that the Bronco would be one of those vehicles that would live 

on long past what the engineers who designed and built it would ever have believed 

possible. The Broncos had that something, that “it,” that can only be recognized by 

those who look past the price. 

Even then, with examples like the Stroppe Broncos and Big Oly winning races, the 

Bronco was one of those vehicles that only could have been produced in the ’60s. It 

was utilitarian. It was spartan. It was made for a certain type of buyer, and it did not 

try to be everything to everyone that Detroit would try to do in the ’70s. It was also 

made and sold by car guys, not the bean counters who would come to represent 

everything that was wrong with American vehicles in the ’70s. 

That’s not to say that the Bronco didn’t have a hiccup or two in its time. The much-

maligned Bronco II (again, probably something that the newly installed bean counters 

at Ford had a heavy hand in) was undoubtedly the low point in Bronco evolution. 

Some models, like this month’s cover truck, weren’t all that popular with the general 

public when they first came out, but have been warmed up to when done right (as 

with this month’s cover truck). One reason may be Ford’s insistence in cramming the 

odd, twin I-Beam front suspension arraignment onto the vehicle. But whatever; the 

early to mid ’90s trucks are gaining popularity as they are cheap-ish and some great 

shops are building parts for them. 

This being the 50th year since the debut of the Bronco, in this issue of Dirt Sports + 

Off-Road we’re focusing on the Ford Bronco with a couple of features as well as a cool 

history piece on them. As stated, we’ve always had a soft spot in our hearts for the 

Bronco, and though they have changed throughout the years, they remain perhaps 

the most iconic off-road vehicle of all time. 

THOUGHTS ON 
50 YEARS OF 
THE BRONCO
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They say the key to rockcrawling is  
having adequate frame clearance …
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You can never be too careful at the  
Hammers, especially in the vendor area.

KING OF THE HAMMERS

Keeping your truck down or your pants up,  
Mac has you covered.
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Y
amaha Racing teams up with 

the Lucas Oil Regional Off Road 

Series (LORORS), Arizona for a 

solid three-year commitment as the 

Official Presenting Sponsor beginning in 

2016. A returning sponsor to the series, 

Yamaha is increasing their support to 

coincide with the arrival of their all-new 

pure sport YXZ1000R Side-by-Side (SxS) 

vehicle.

LORORS Arizona presented by 

Yamaha Racing features six weekends of 

short-course off-road racing during the 

2016 Season with 10 total rounds includ-

ing the Annual Regional Shootout – this 

includes racers from Arizona, Southern 

California, Utah, and Nevada amongst 

others—featuring approximately 12 

classes of vehicles and the ever-popular 

and growing classes of UTVs (especially 

the Production 1000cc Class with the all-

new Yamaha YXZ1000R). UTV classes 

continue to rapidly grow in popularity 

due to the preparation ease and afford-

ability of “race ready” vehicles that can 

go directly from the showroom to the 

racetrack, attracting a broad range of 

new and veteran racers to the sport.

Tim Jones, president of the Lucas Oil 

Regional Off Road Series, Arizona says, 

“Our Series has moved forward with 

great strides in such a short period. It is 

our vision to keep up with the leading 

motorsports companies that provide the 

best machines to race, and by partner-

ing with Yamaha we are able to do just 

that. Our Series has quickly expanded its 

participation in the UTV racing classes, 

and in order to facilitate the continued 

growth, we are extremely excited to 

include such a reputable and innovative 

company as Yamaha.”

“Yamaha has a long and storied his-

tory when it comes to racing, and we’re 

excited to begin a new chapter through 

our support of LORORS Arizona and the 

SxS race community,” commented Steve 

Nessl, ATV/SxS marketing manager for 

Yamaha. “It should come as no surprise 

the only pure sport SxS in the industry 

would find a home in a short-course rac-

ing environment, and we look forward to 

seeing the YXZ1000R compete.”

About Lucas Oil Regional  

Off Road Series, Arizona

The Lucas Oil Regional Off Road 

Series, Arizona was launched in 2010 

and was incorporated into Lucas Oil’s 

extensive family of off-road motors-

ports racing and is currently acting as a 

purposeful feeder program to grow new 

and veteran talent. The Series is a per-

fect complement to the hugely success-

ful Lucas Oil Off Road Racing Series, 

featuring national and pro level compe-

tition. With an enduring commitment 

to producing affordable yet quality, 

competitive short course off-road racing 

in a relaxed family atmosphere, Lucas 

Oil Regional Off Road Series, Arizona 

provides unmatched racing events 

that demonstrate the immense talent 

of the off-road community and brings 

this exhilarating experience to the fans. 

For more information on the Lucas Oil 

Regional Off Road Series, Arizona pre-

sented by Yamaha Racing, visit: www.

lucasoilregionalaz.com or www. 

facebook.com/lucasOilRegionalAZ.

IN MEMORY OF  
CHARLES “CHUCK” ROGERS

D
ecember 23, 2015, was a sad day 

for the racing community. It was 

the day we lost Chuck Rogers. 

Chuck was a legendary engineer, 

machinist, friend, and mentor to many 

people from all types of racing. From Off 

Road Racing, Drag Racing, Boat Racing, 

or anything that involved a problem that 

needed to be solved, Chuck was the guy 

to solve it. Chuck was a very humble, 

hard-working guy who was the behind-

the-scenes guy who many big-name race 

teams went to when they had a problem. 

On any given day at Chuck’s shop you 

could find anything from a part out of one 

of John Force’s Funny Cars that needed to 

be machined, to a one-off prototype part for 

a Trophy Truck. Chuck was around for the 

very early days of off-road racing. He was 

essential in helping Bob Gordon perfect his 

internal bypass shocks back in the early ’80s 

and was the go-to guy for precision machin-

ing for Mike Smith in the early ’90s. These 

relationships along with many others were 

forged on Chuck’s commitment to design 

and build the best parts available, which is 

part of the reason most of his customers 

have been coming back to him for over 30 

years. Chuck is definitely a legend for the 

history books of racing. 

LUCAS OIL REGIONAL OFF ROAD 
SERIES, ARIZONA ANNOUNCES 
MULTIYEAR PRESENTING 
SPONSORSHIP WITH YAMAHA
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Congratulations to Erik and the entire Miller Motorsports 
off-road racing team on their second King of the Hammers (KOH) 

Desert Race Championship from their fans at Trick Flow Specialties!

The 427 GM LS powering Erik’s truck 
relies on a set of Trick Flow GenX® 260 cylinder heads 
for the power needed to blast across the desert at over 100 miles per hour 
and the fi nesse to climb tortuous rocky canyons at barely more than a standstill. 

Erik Miller for the WinÑAgain!

Strong Enough 
for the 

Toughest Races!
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HARD WEATHER, 
HARD RACING, 
AND HARD 
ROCKS PUT 
THEIR MARK ON 
THE 2016 KOH

He used this consistency to his best 

advantage to win the 2016 Nitto King of 

the Hammers. 

“It’s been three long years,” said Miller 

after the race. “I’ve been dreaming about 

doing this again since we won in 2012. 

We’ve been right there every single year, 

but then we’d have a problem.”

This year was the 10th version of Nitto 

King of the Hammers, and 110 competi-

tors from seven countries and 39 states 

took the line for the 176-mile race. Only 

31 of them finished. With Miller’s win, 

a total of four drivers have now won 

KOH twice: Shannon Campbell (2008 

and 2011), Loren Healy (2010 and 2014), 

Randy Slawson (2013 and 2015), and 

Miller (2012 and 2016).

Jason Scherer and Loren Healy, both 

racing single-seaters and who finished 

1-2 respectively during qualifying, were 

the first two off the line. Healy’s rig didn’t 

sound too good as they hit the big infield 

jump and the two battled in the desert 

portion and were the first two to make it 

A 
race like no other, the King of 

Hammers has become not only 

the race that every racer wants 

to win, it’s one that brings 

spectators from all over the 

world to experience. 

Held in the Johnson Valley of the 

Southern California desert, it has every-

thing that a rock racer could want: huge 

rock uphills with names like Backdoor, 

wide open desert sections where speeds 

reach 100 mph, deep sand that swallows 

even the toughest rigs, and dust. Even 

though the King of Motos race was run 

under stormy skies, by the end of the 

week the sun was out and the dust was 

rising.

KING OF HAMMERS
Erik Miller is nothing if not consistent. 

He’s raced the same straight-axle car for 

the last four years with the same codriv-

er, Rob Ruggiero, and he’s mostly talked 

about “racing conservatively” in pre-race 

interviews. 

FEATUREFEATTUREFFEATUREFEATURE

KING OF  
THE HAMMERS



LEFT:

One of the coolest 

things was that there 

was a big screen in 

the vendor area that 

gave the assembled 

crowds a first-person 

view of all the action. 

ABOVE:

Erik Miller overcame being stuck with a 

bad starting position to take the win.

ABOVE:

Loren Healy and Jason Scherer wait 

patiently on the starting line. 

ABOVE:

Healy’s rig didn’t sound too good as he 

leaped the starting line jump. It cleaned 

out some but wouldn’t finish the race. 
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back to their pits after lap 1. Even though 

Healy was to lead the race through the 

first lap, his day would soon end 

Healy actually built a new car for 2016, 

but the engine blew during prerunning. 

After blowing up his new a two-seater 

straight-axle rig, he pulled up to the line 

on Friday, he was back in the famous 

“Red Dragon” a single-seat IFS car. Healy 

was fast, but he tossed a belt on the third 

lap and had to walk about three miles 

back to his pit. 

Due to a poor qualifying result, Miller 

was 27th off the line. It wasn’t until the 

start of the third lap that he took the lead 

both physically and with adjusted time. 

“I will be honest; I was surprised when I 

saw a couple of checkpoint guys hold up 

a “1” and I thought, ‘where did they go?’ 

I don’t remember passing anyone.” One 

reason for Miller’s success is that the 

team didn’t change a tire all day and only 

winched three times.

It wasn’t a perfect day though, as any 

minute at the KOH could be the last. 

“We took it easy on the car, which was 

our strategy,” Miller said. “The only real 

mechanical (problem) we had was at the 

top of Sledgehammer. We had a drive-

shaft issue and couldn’t go over 20 mph. 

Then right in the middle of fixing it, the 

car pops out of gear, and we start to roll 

off the ledge. I was scared for my life.”

Miller said he didn’t remember pass-

ing him, but Second Place finisher Jason 

Scherer was having problems of his own. 

“Things started overheating. I’m not 

really sure what it was,” Scherer says. 

“It’s probably going to be the story of a 

two-dollar radiator cap that failed and let 

some water out of the system and the 

next thing you know we were overheat-

ing. I had a great group of guys at pit 

two and they diagnosed it, and we fixed 

it. Then, we were back out there and in 

the hunt.” The mechanical problem cost 

him right around 45 minutes, and, likely, 

the win. “You can’t be disappointed with 

Second,” said Scherer, “I’m really happy 

to start the season with it because we are 

going to go hard for the championship.”

It was also turning out to be a good 

day for the Campbell’s. At one point, 

it looked like all three (father, son, and 

daughter) might make the podium. 

Despite breaking a rear axleshaft on 

Backdoor during the third lap, Shannon 

Campbell battled his way back to Fourth 

and almost took down Ruiz Gomez for 

Third. The only woman driver on the 110-

man roster, 19-year-old Baily Campbell, 

had an incredible race moving from 

33rd off the start lineup to an impressive 

Fifth Place overall, right behind father 

Shannon. “That was one rough ride, 

no joke,” said an exhausted Baily, who 

was racing a straight-axle two-seater. “I 

couldn’t have done it without my codriv-

er Terry.” Brother Wayland Campbell, 20, 

was competing in Shannon’s 2105 single-

seater and was running second on the 

third lap when he broke a driveshaft on 

Sledgehammer. While he was waiting for 

a replacement, he helped winch both his 

sister and father up the trail. He went on 

to finish 15th.

The King of the Hammers draws rac-

ers of all kind, and off-road racing legend 

Rob MacCachren gave KOH another try. 

With two DNFs (2010 and 2015), it seems 

that 2016 was better as he crossed the 

finish line in 13th driving Larry McRae’s 

Poison Spyder Jeep. “I’ve been racing 

off road for 30 years,” said MacCachren. 

“I do short-course, did the Mickey 

Thompson series, I just won the Baja 

1000 for the second time, but this is the 

hardest thing I’ve ever done to finish. It’s 

a testament to how tough it is out here.” 

Miller may also have taken a cue from 

Curt LeDuc. To cap off his victory and in 

front of hundreds of fans and thousands of 

viewers watching online, he got down on 

one knee and proposed to his girlfriend of 

two years, Leah Light. She said yes. 

RESULTS
1. Erik Miller 7:30:55

2. Jason Scherer 7:55:32

3. Raul Gomez 8:23:57

4. Shannon Campbell 8:26:18

5. Bailey Campbell 8:45:18

6. Jason Shipman 8:49:15

7. Brian Caprara 9:09:41

8. Randy Slawson 9:22:48

9. Macy Higgins 10:49:52



ABOVE:

Persistence paid off for Blake Van Den 

Loo, as he piloted the Jagged X Racing 

Polaris RZR to the win.

ABOVE:

Brad Lovell may have finished with less 

than four complete tires, but he still 

outlasted a talented field to take the 

overall win at the “Smittybilt Every Man 

Challenge.”
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SMITTYBILT EVERY MAN CHALLENGE
When the green flagged dropped for 

2016 Smittybilt Every Man Challenge, 

Jessi Combs—driving a car that she has 

won with for the last three years, sped 

off onto the 116-mile course. 

Sitting 72 cars back behind Combs 

was Colorado’s Brad Lovell. Lovell, who 

was racing in the Legends class, was in 

the same car that he raced his first KOH 

race nine years earlier. Really flying dur-

ing the desert section, Lovell went from 

72nd to Seventh by the end of the first 

lap. Then, he headed into the rock trails 

known as Jackhammer, Wrecking Ball, 

and Chocolate Thunder. Ahead of him, 

Combs started running into trouble. First 

she lost her GPS and then she flatted 

twice.

 “We finally caught up with Jessi on 

Jack North,” said Lovell. “We kept trail-

ing her but still we couldn’t grab her.” 

Nearing a checkpoint at the bottom of 

Jackhammer, Lovell overtook Combs and 

didn’t see her again until they stopped 

to winch at Highway 19 and 20. “She 

got up it without winching,” said Lovell, 

“and that put her right back in the game 

again.” Combs problems continued 

though, and she soon had transmission 

woes. “We lost sight of her then,” Lovell 

said, “but boy did she give us a good 

race.”

In the end, Lovell finished in 4:30:18, 

almost 20 minutes ahead of Randy 

Slawson. Slawson, who despite finish-

ing physically Third, ended up beating 

Combs with adjusted time. Slawson, 

who was splitting driving duties with his 

brother Michael, climbed from 54th off 

the line to Second overall. This year was 

the first time the former King had com-

peted in the EMC and he spent the last 

four months building a car specifically 

for this race.

Combs, who was the first woman to 

win a KOH class back in 2014 (Spec), 

finished physically Second, but she 

ended up third overall. Still, she won the 

4500 class. At only 17 years of age, 2016 

marks the third time Jordon Pellegrino, 

has competed in KOH. He just missed 

the podium in Fourth while Kent Fults 

rounded out the Top 5.  

It was Lovell’s first overall EMC vic-

tory. He won the Legends class in 2014, 

and in 2010, finished only 28 seconds 

behind the winner in the main KOH 

race.

FEATURE
K

FEATTUREFFEATUREFEATURE

RESULTS

Overall

1. Brad Lovell

2. Randy Slawson

3. Jessi Combs

4. Jordan Pellegrino

5. Kent Fults

By Class

4500 Class (Rubicon Express Modified)

1. Jessi Combs

2. Jordan Pellegrino

3. Brandon Heyes

4800 Class (Legends)

1. Brad Lovell

2. Randy Slawson

3. Kent Fults

4600 Class (Pro Comp Stock)

10. Brian Behrend

POLARIS RZR KOH UTV
If there was a favorite in the Polaris 

RZR KOH UTV King of the Hammers, 

it was undoubtedly six-time KOH UTV 

Champ Mitch Guthrie. It seemed that 

record Seventh win was not out of the 

question, but first he had to beat a huge 

UTV class. 

One driver used to winning too is 

Blake Van de Loo from Phoenix, Arizona. 

Van de Loo, who won the UTV class of 

the 2015 Baja 1000, started five positions 

behind Guthrie and used those desert 

racing skills to quickly close the gap on 

Guthrie on the first lap. “I definitely took 

some risks in the desert,” said Van de 

Loo. “I pushed a little harder than I prob-

ably should have, but I kept it in control, 

and we got out in front and that’s what 

we wanted to do.”

Van de Loo and Guthrie then headed 

into the second lap neck-and-neck. “We 

caught Mitch after lap one, but then we 

were battling in the rocks going back and 

forth,” said Van de Loo. “Mitch is such a 

classy driver though. We’d catch up and 

he’d let us by and then he’d catch us, and 

we’d let him go by. We traded positions 

about 10 times.”

It wasn’t until Guthrie broke a front 

Heim on his lower A-arm coming down 

Jackhammer that Van De Loo took the 

lead for good. Guthrie estimates the 

mechanical cost him about 40 minutes; 

an amount that let Van de Loo run away 

with the race.

In the end, Van De Loo tackled the 

115-mile course in a time of 4:22:53, 30 



BLACK WITH MILLED ACCENT, CHROME, BLACK

BLACK WITH MILLED ACCENT, CHROME

ANTHRACITE WITH BLACK LIP,

BLACK

B C  
 

 CC T

BLACK WITH MILLED ACCENT

877-790-1625
M-F 8am-8pm EST
SAT 9am-4pm EST

©2016 Tire Rack



ABOVE:

With the weather nearly as tough as the 

course and competition, Cody Webb had 

his hands full, but still beat everybody to 

the line at the King of Motos. 

ABOVE:

Is there anything that Rob Mac doesn’t 

race? The multi-time Baja and LOORRS 

champion drove to a 13th Place finish at 

the KOH. 

ABOVE:

Sand isn’t the first thing you think about 

with the King of Hammers, but there is 

plenty of it in Johnson Valley. 
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minutes faster than the next competitor. 

After recovering from the mechanical, 

Guthrie battled his way back to Fifth. An 

impressive feat considering two-thirds 

of the field DNF’d, including 2016 Dakar 

Rally winner Marcus Patronelli.

RESULTS:

1. Blake Van de Loo 4:22:53

2. Branden Sims 4:55:19

3. Chad Hughes 5:05:52

4. Dean Bulloch 5:11:44

5. Mitch Guthrie 5:14:19

KING OF MOTOS
In what is becoming a must-race 

event for the fast motorcycle guys, the 

King of Motos can now be mentioned 

in the same breath with Erzberg hard 

enduro and the best off-road riders com-

peted to kick off the annual King of the 

Hammers week. It was Red Bull Factory 

KTM rider Cody Webb who outlasted 

them all to take the win and crowned 

2016 Champion at the fifth running of the 

KLIM King of the Motos. 

A total of 95 entries began the day, 

though only 78 made it to the afternoon 

race. It was a mixed field as 22 pro riders, 

51 Sportsman riders, and 5 teams tackled 

the 9-mile course. And à la Ersberg, the 

afternoon’s starting line was at the base 

of one of the steepest, rockiest sections, 

and sent the riders straight up it. It also 

sent a majority of the riders tumbling 

back down to try again. 

Red Bull KTM’s Taylor Robert had 

secured the first pick in the afternoon 

race by being the top finisher of the first 

loop, followed by Webb. They came 

together at the top of the dead-engine 

start before heading onto the course. 

“That first lap was just like being in the 

peloton,” said three-time KOM Champion 

Webb. “We were just pacing and carry-

ing a good momentum. There were like 

four or five of us just really pushing it. 

Colton started taking off on us and really 

started pushing it on the second lap.”

The rough weather was a big factor 

in this year’s King of the Motos as high 

winds, cold temps, and rain dogged the 

racers.

“The wind blowing you off the moun-

tains, the dust, then rain came in. That 

made everything really slippery for a few 

laps,” Rockstar Husqvarna rider Colton 

Haaker recalls. Haaker was leading at one 

point when he hit a rock buried in the 

sand, sending him over the bars. With a 

few scrapes, he was able to get back on 

the bike after a minute or two and fin-

ish Third behind Webb and Taylor. Cory 

Graffunder and Kyle Redmond rounded 

out the Top 5. 

RESULTS:

1 Cody Webb

2 Taylor Robert

3 Colton Haaker

4 Cory Graffunder

5 Kyle Redmond

4 Wheel Parts Qualifying Results

1. Jason Scherer

2. Loren Healy

3. Derek West

4. Shannon Campbell

5. Clay Gilstrap
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BY BRUCE SMITH

FIFTY YEARS AGO 
FORD ROLLED OUT A 
SHORT-WHEELBASE 
4X4 THAT QUICKLY 

CAPTURED THE HEARTS 
OF OFF-ROADERS AND 

OUTDOORSMEN 

G
olden anniversaries are special. Unlike a 

50th birthday, which is congratulatory cel-

ebration making it to a certain point after a 

born-on-date, a golden anniversary evokes a 

much deeper and reflective look at the most 

memorable highlights of the journey to reach such a 

benchmark. The Bronco’s golden anniversary this year 

certainly garners that respect.

Like a couple celebrating their golden wedding anni-

versary, off-roaders who have one (or more) Broncos 

in their stable have a true passion for this unique 4x4. 

Brought to market in August 1965 as a 1966 model to 

compete against the Jeep CJ-5s and International Scout 

800s of the time, Ford advertised it quite simply: Bronco 

All-Purpose-Vehicle.

FEATUREFEATTUREFFEATUREFEATURE

BRONCO 
GOLDEN 

ANNIVERSARY



ABOVE:

The year 1977 was the last year of the “bobtail” Bronco. It was offered in 18 different 

colors, with either a three-speed manual or three-speed automatic behind the 302 

V-8. It was the classic Bronco’s best sales year.

ABOVE:

Lydia Maine’s ’67 “roadster” is rare as 

Ford only offered the ragtop during the 

first two years of the Bronco’s produc-

tion.

ABOVE:

Broncos remained popular in off-road 

racing long after “Big Oly” retired. Here 

Rothman’s Class 3 battles a buggy dur-

ing the 1991 Mint 400. 

ABOVE:

Brochure advertising for the ’66 Ford 

Bronco line evokes the new 4x4 offer-

ing’s outdoor appeal.
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ABOVE:

Future Off-road Hall of Famers Rod Hall 

and Larry Minor on their way to a first 

overall in the 1969 Mexican (Baja) 1000 

driving in a Stroppe-built Bronco in the 

production 4x4 class.
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ABOVE:

“Big Oly,” a 1970 model, was the most 

recognizable of all the racing Broncos. 

Parnelli Jones and Bill Stroppe won 

the Mexican (Baja) 1000 in record time 

that year and went on to set numerous 

other desert racing records piloting the 

fiberglass-bodied, 400hp, tube-chassis 

2wd racer that was originally called 

“Crazy Colt.”
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ABOVE:

The winning notoriety of the Stroppe 

racing Broncos led Bill Stroppe to offer-

ing limited-edition Baja Broncos like this 

one from 1971-1974. 
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ABOVE:

Bill Stroppe and Parnelli Jones at speed 

during the 1970 Mexican (Baja )1000. The 

Holman-Moody-Stroppe racing team of 

Broncos were hard to beat in the desert 

in the late ‘60s, early ‘70s.
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ABOVE:

This ’69 Bronco of Mike Stockberger’s 

was featured in a 1991 issue of Off-Road. 

The same types of customization on the 

classic era are still happening today. 

ABOVE:

This page from the ’66 Ford Bronco 

specs shows the variations offered and a 

list of standard features available for the 

new four-wheel drive.
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ABOVE:

Ford really went after the outdoor 

lifestyle, even showing the sport util-

ity model with a slide-in camper in its 

shortbed.
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ABOVE:

Studio shot of a ’66 sport utility Ford 

Bronco.
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ABOVE:

The base 105hp 170-cid straight-six 

wasn’t a powerhouse by today’s stan-

dards, but it was reliable and fuel effi-

cient back in the day. The option was 

the 289-cid V-8 that powered Ford’s 

Mustangs and Fairlanes.
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BELOW:

Ford offered the Bronco in three basic 

styles when it debuted in 1966: roadster, 

sport utility (half-cab), and wagon. The 

convertible was dropped in 1968, the 

half-cab four years later.
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Ford’s new offering was love at first 

sight for those seeking a more civi-

lized, smoother riding, more powerful, 

two-door alternative to the CJ-5s and 

International Harvesters of the day. Ford 

sold more than 35,000 Broncos during 

the first two years. 

Ford touted the compact 4x4’s maneu-

verability, ride, comfort, and outdoor 

appeal, but it was the push in the off-

road racing circles that really heated up 

the romance with the “little” Bronco—a 

romance that still remains strong today. 

The most popular model was the wagon, 

followed by the half-cab with its shortbed, 

and a rag-top roadster. Although the basic 

models came with a 170-cid straight-six 

and three-speed, it was the optional 289-

cid V-8 (and a long list of other accesso-

ries) that excited the off-road enthusiasts 

and four-wheeling crowd.

The popularity of the Bronco kick-start-

ed the advent of the sport/utility vehicle 

(SUV). By the early ‘70s SUVs, such as 

the Chevy Blazer, International Scout II, 

and Jeep Cherokee were all trying to get 

their piece of a new, fast growing auto-

motive niche.

OFF TO THE RACES
But it was the off-road racing scene 

that really put the spotlight on the early 

Bronco. The Ford-backed Holman-

Moody-Stroppe racing team started win-

ning races with the bobtails in 1965, even 

before some dealers had them on the lot. 

Stroppe’s early race-winning Bronco 

was powered by a 200-cid straight-six 

topped with a supercharger designed 

for the Cobra 289. It made 315 hp and 

sounded like “the high-pitched whine of 

a bumblebee in flight,” according to a 

1968 Ford press release. By 1969, howev-

er, the team’s entries were running V-8s. 

The publicity garnered from winning 

the longest and most prestigious off-

road events of the time (Mint 400, Baja 

500, Mexican 1000/Baja1000) with leg-

endary drivers like Larry Minor, Rod Hall, 

Parnelli Jones, and Bill Stroppe leading 

the charge, cemented the Bronco name 

in automotive history books.

That early racing glory also led to 

Stroppe offering a very limited-pro-

duction, special-edition “Baja Bronco” 

through Ford dealers from 1971-1975. 

The Broncos came right from the Ford 

plant to Stroppe’s Southern California 

shop, where they were customized with 

FEATURE
B
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ABOVE:

Mike Johnson’s ’72 half-cab Bronco 

looks and runs a lot different than the 

original. His frame-off restoration includ-

ed a 425hp 408 Ford stroker, built C4  

and dual transfer cases. Custom parts 

and accessories abound for these old 

classics. 

ABOVE:

By 1977, Ford had upgraded the Bronco 

with power steering and automatic, and 

the six cylinders were long gone, leav-

ing the 302 Windsor as the only engine 

choice.
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BELOW:

The big change. In 1978, Ford switched 

gears and built the Bronco on the F-150 

platform, increasing wheelbase to 106 

inches. It was the start of an entirely dif-

ferent era for the Bronco—more room, 

more options, more comfort. 
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QUICK LOOK: BRONCOS BY GENERATION

First-Gen (1965-1977)
MODELS: wagon; half-cab; roadster; sport, Bill Stroppe Baja 
Bronco
ENGINE(S): 84hp 170-cid (2.8L); 89hp 200-cid I-6; (3.3L); 150hp 
289-cid (4.7L) Windsor V-8; 137hp 302cid (4.9L) Windsor V-8
TRANSMISSION(S): Ford 3-speed manual; C4 auto (‘73)
WHEELBASE: 92 inches
HIGHLIGHTS: A lot of changes; sport model offered in 1967; 
roadster dropped in 1968; 302 V-8 replacing the 289 in 1969; 
Dana 44 replacing the Dana 30, Baja Bronco offered in 1971; 
half-cab nixed in 1972; little I-6 replaced by 200-cid in 1973; C4 
automatic and power steering added in 1974: 200-cid I-6 and 
Baja model were dropped for 1975; power-assisted front disc 
and bigger rear brakes added in 1976; and best annual sales of 
30,700 in 1977. 

Second-Gen (1978-1979)
MODELS: Custom, XLT, Lariat, Ranger
ENGINE(S): 156hp 351M (5.8L); 158hp 400 (6.5L)
Transmission(s): 4-speed New Process NP435; 3-speed C6 auto
WHEELBASE: 106 inches
HIGHLIGHTS: Bigger body; new engine/trans options; new 
trim levels; shared F-150 front sheetmetal, chassis and drive-
train on shorter wheelbase; part-time 4WD; off-road handling 
package an option

Third-Gen (1980-1986)
MODELS: Custom, XL, XLT, Lariat, Ranger, Eddie Bauer 
ENGINE(S): 119hp 300 (4.9L) I-6; 137hp 302 (5.0L); 210hp 351W 
(5.8L)
TRANSMISSION(S): 4-speed New Process NP435; 4-speed 
BorgWarner T-18; 3-speed C6 auto; 4-speed Tremec RTS Over-
Drive
WHEELBASE: 104.7 inches
HIGHLIGHTS: Wheelbase shortened; Twin-traction beam 
IFS; 351M replaced by 351W in 1982; 210hp 351W H.O. offered 
in 1984; first Ford truck EFI 302 inches 1985; Eddie Bauer trim 
added in 1986

Fourth-Gen (1987-1991)
MODELS: Custom, XL, XLT, Nite and Eddie Bauer
ENGINE(S): 150hp 300 (4.9L) I-6; 185hp 302 (5.0L); 210hp 351W 
(5.8L)
TRANSMISSION(S): 3-speed C6 automatic; 4-speed E4OD 
automatic; 4-speed AOD automatic; 5-speed M5OD-R2 manual
WHEELBASE: 104.7 inches
HIGHLIGHTS: Shares new body style with F-150; numerous 
trans changes/options; EFI added and engine horsepower up; 
Ford 9-inch replaced by 8.8-inch rear axle; 1991 25th Anniver-
sary Edition and the E4OD auto available with all engines

Fifth-Gen (1992-1996)
MODELS: Custom, XL, XLT, Nite (dropped in ’93) and Eddie 
Bauer
ENGINE(S): 150hp 300 (4.9L) I-6; 195hp 302 (5.0L); 210hp 351W 
(5.8L)
TRANSMISSION(S): 5-speed M5OD-R2 manual; 4-speed E4OD 
automatic; 4-speed AOD-E automatic
WHEELBASE: 104.7 inches
HIGHLIGHTS: New body style reflecting changes in F-150; 
300-cid I-6 and Nite edition dropped in ’93 while ABS becomes 
standard; 1996 model last year of production



ABOVE:

Early ‘80s Broncos were a big hit with 

many outdoorsmen. These hunters in 

south Louisiana found a big lift kit and 

44-inch mudders were just the ticket 

when heading deep into the bayous.

ABOVE:

The third-generation Broncos, 1980-

1986, evolved step-by-step with the 

F-150s, sharing drivetrains and interiors. 

Three engine options, inline six and 

two V-8s, gave buyers a wider range of 

options than the previous model. 

RIGHT:

“Project Deepwoods” 

was the author’s (Bruce 

Smith’s) project truck 

at Off-Road magazine 

in 1991. The camo ’79 

Bronco ran a built 460 

with a 6-inch lift, 35s, 

and ARB Air Lockers in 

both ends. The year-

long build had a big 

reader following.

LEFT:

Ford advertised the new-generation 

Bronco with heavy emphasis on its off-

road, backcountry abilities, 351 V-8 and 

off-road options that no other fullsize SUV 

was offering at the time.

ABOVE:

The popularity of the fourth-gen Bronco 

among off-road enthusiasts continued 

to drive creativity. This 1988 Texas 

Bronco, captured in action by Smith, 

was featured in Off-Road magazine in 

1991.

ABOVE:

When the fourth-generation came out in 

1987, Ford beefed up the rear differential 

with a 9-inch, brought in EFI, and added 

a four-speed-auto with overdrive, along 

with implementing a growing number of 

safety and emissions components.
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double shocks at all four corners, fender 

flares, rollcage, heavy-duty suspension, 

swing-away tire carrier, auxiliary fuel 

tank, extra cooling, and off-road tires on 

wide wheels. 

Stroppe’s Baja Broncos were also 

available with a C4 automatic and power 

steering, which Ford didn’t offer until 

1973, along with the option of competi-

tion racing harnesses, high-performance 

302 and a Detroit locker in the rear. 

Today, Baja Broncos are rare and very 

coveted by Ford Bronco aficionados.

Winning such high-profile off-road 

events also had another effect that’s 

still going strong 50 years later: Bronco 

owner clubs. A Ford press release in 1970 

says: “Burgeoning interest in off-road 

vehicles such as Ford’s Bronco created 

an entirely new field of enthusiasts who 

wanted to enjoy their sport more fully as 

members of an organized group.”

A STRONG LINEAGE
By now sales of the little Bronco 

were being overrun by the Blazer and 

Cherokee, which appealed to a broader 

range of 4x4 buyers seeking even more 

power, room, and comfort than Ford’s 

two-door bobtail offered. 

The classic first-gen Bronco had a 

good 12-year production run. Even 

though total sales only topped 230,00, 

it played a big role in blazing the trail 

for not only the SUV market but also 

the compact SUV market of today. Ford 

hadn’t made any major changes to it 

other than upgrading the V-8 and auto-

matic, so big changes were made to keep 

the Bronco competitive in the ever-chang-

ing SUV market.

In 1978-1979, a new 106-inch-wheel-

base Bronco emerged, sitting on a 

shortened F-100 chassis and sharing 

its drivetrain. A dozen years later one 

of these Broncos, a ’79 called “Project 

Deepwoods,” was one of Off-Road 

magazine’s project truck builds in 1991. 

Deepwoods generated more interest 

from readers than any other project build 

up to that time.

Ford kept to the same game plan from 

then on, staying with a bigger body 

based on whatever they did to the F-150. 

In 1980 the third-generation Bronco 

emerged, sharing the 104-inch platform 

and looks of the F-150. The Bronco was 

growing up and becoming a lot more 

sophisticated and refined.
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ABOVE:

Smith’s ’90 Bronco was part of an Off-

Road magazine project build in the early 

‘90s. A 6-inch lift, Warn winch, 35 BFG 

M/Ts, and lockers front and rear made it 

quite trail ready. 

ABOVE:

This purpose-built trail rig of Jim Shrum 

found the transition from the rocks of 

Moab to the dunes of Florence, Oregon, 

an easy one. His ’70 bobtail runs a 

custom, long-travel four-link that he 

designed and fabbed.

ABOVE:

Some Bronco owners totally enjoy tak-

ing their trucks deep into the woods. 

This ’90 Bronco was owned by Jim 

Jackson of ARB Air Lockers, who left 

many a smaller SUV in the mud back in 

the early to late ‘90s.

ABOVE:

Getting down and dirty deep was (and 

still is) a popular Bronco activity on 

weekends for a lot of earlier generation 

fullsize Broncos.

ABOVE:

Andy Hess’s’73 ragtop shows how the 

aftermarket supports the rebuilding and 

customization of the first-generation 

Broncos.

ABOVE:

Smith pushes across a designated low-

water crossing during on a Bronco road 

test for Four Wheeler magazine in 1988.

ABOVE:

The last generation of Broncos were built 

between 1992 and 1996 when Ford put 

the name and truck out to pasture, ush-

ering in the Expedition as the replace-

ment. It was a good 30-year run that saw 

a lot of variety and changes in a vehicle 

marketed under the same name. 
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The short wheelbase, roomy interior, 

and better suspension made the fullsize 

Bronco popular for Ford-loving families 

and those who wanted a very capable 

4x4 truck with an enclosed cargo area. 

Off-roaders and outdoorsmen took to 

modifying the big Broncos in the same 

way they did the F-150s.

In 1987, Ford made another big face-

lift, still following the changes made to 

the F-150. More safety features are added 

and more bells and whistles to meet the 

demands of consumers. That fourth-gen 

Bronco lasted through 1991 when Ford 

once again made a major face-lift to the 

’92 F-150, and hence, emerged the fifth-

generation Bronco. 

On June 14, 1996, the last Bronco 

rolled off Ford’s Wayne, Michigan, 

assembly line—accompanied appropri-

ately by a 1970 Bobtail. The two-door 

Bronco was put out to pasture, replaced 

by the four-door Expedition.

GONE, NOT FORGOTTEN
Even though the Bronco is no longer 

in production, its legacy stands strong: 

Broncos from every generation still run the 

streets and trails. Those who own Broncos, 

especially the classic first-generation mod-

els, are loathe to let them go. When they 

do it’s often passed down to a son, daugh-

ter, family member, or close friend.

Hundreds of Bronco-related how-to 

articles and feature vehicles have graced 

the pages of this magazine, its predeces-

sor Off-Road, and other four-wheel-drive 

publications during the last 50 years. 

Such articles will continue to flow just 

as the love of the classic bobtail, and its 

fullsize off-spring, keep owners engaged 

customizing them for all types of dirt 

sports and off-road pursuits. 

Thankfully there are a number of 

Bronco-specific and other aftermarket 

suppliers that have all the parts and 

accessories to restore and customize 

every model from every generation. 

We’ll be highlighting many of those 

products in buyer’s guides, how-tos, and 

features in coming issues this year. 

Stock or custom, early model bobtail 

or fullsize, the Bronco still fits right in 

with the off-road crowd it appealed to 

a half-century ago when Ford brought 

it to life. So to all those who own, work 

on, make or supply parts for Broncos, be 

they bobtails or fullsize, a toast: Happy 

Golden Anniversary, Bronco! 
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Call or log on for details. Canadian prices may vary. International destinations fees may apply. Financing Not Available In Canada

FREE Shipping when you order today and pick 
up at any store to fi nd a store near you: 

www.4wheelparts.com/stores

Financing Available 
Through 4 Wheel Parts 
and Car Care One.
For More Details:

www.4WheelParts.com/finance
* Programs subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly 

payments required. 

3 WAYS TO SHOP! Call, Click or Visit

Order or speak to an expert: 800.497.7108 
Don’t See it here? Visit: www.4WheelParts.com
For A Store Near You Visit: 4WheelParts.com/stores

PRO COMP SUSPENSION KITS

2015 F-150 4WD  6” Stage I Kit w/ ES Shocks  EXPK4189B  $1782.99

2015 F-150 4WD  Level Lift - Strut Spacer  EXP62206  $229.99

11-16 F-250 4WD 6” Stage I Kit w/ ES Shocks  EXPK4175B  $1124.99

14-15 Chevy 1500 4WD  6” Knuckle Kit w/ ES Shocks  EXPK1154B  $1683.99

11-15 Chevy 2500 2/4WD  6” Knuckle Kit w/ ES Shocks  EXPK1085B  $1807.99

2015 Ram 1500 4WD 6” Stage I Kit w/ ES  EXPK2101B $1868.99

07-15 Tundra 2/4WD 7” Stage I Kit w/ ES EXPK5085B $1828.99

07-16 JK 4-Door   3.5” Lift EXPK3100B  $711.99

VENGEANCE 
SERIES 
BUMPERS 

$1850.99  FFICH15-V3052-1

MAX ENERGY 
2.0 POWER
PROGRAMMER
•  Larger backlit 

screen 

•  Quick & easy 

ŶĂǀŝŐĂƟ�ŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�
ƐŝŵƉůĞ�ŝŶƐƚĂůůĂƟ�ŽŶ/ƚƵŶŝŶŐ/ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞƐ

ϮϬϭϮ-ϭϰ�:<�ϯ.ϲ:��нϭ9�,W/нϭ8�dƋ
ϮϬϬϳ-ϭϭ�:<�ϯ.8:��нϭϭ�,Ɖ/нϮϰ�dƋ
;'ĂŝŶƐ�ďĂƐĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƉƌĞŵŝƵŵ�ŽĐƚĂŶĞ)�

$349.99 HYP2200

e

K&N AIR INTAKES

$289.99�</Eϱϳ-9ϬϮϱ�

NEW! 05-14 Tacoma 4.0L
CARB Approved EO# D-269-52

STOCK REPLACEMENT
AIR FILTERS

&ƌŽŵ�$46.99�</Eϯϯ-Ϯϱϭϰ

BAKFLIP G2 HARD 
FOLDING TONNEAU COVER

&ƌŽŵ�$799.99 BKI26309

1 CLICK EXTREME TRUCK 
AND TOW BRAKE KIT
•��ZŽƌ�Žī�-ƌŽĂĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽǁŝŶŐ

&ƌŽŵ�$385.96�W^d<ϭ9Ϭϲ-ϯϲ

M1 FRONT BUMPER

$1299.99�^/�ϲϭϮ8ϰϬ

M1 REAR BUMPER

$899.99 ^/�ϲϭϰ8ϱϬ

2015 - UP FORD F-150 
RACE SERIES “R” FRONT BUMPER

&ƌŽŵ�$1870.99 ��^&ϭϱϰϱ8Ϯ9ϱϬϭϬϯ

DESERT SERIES 
FRONT WINCH 
BUMPER
ϭϬ-ϭϰ�ZĂƉƚŽƌ/&-ϭϱϬ�ϱ.Ϭ>

&ƌŽŵ�$1657.99��/��^&-ϭ9ϱϯϮ

FENDER FLARES
•��WŽĐŬĞƚ,��Ƶƚ-KƵƚ,�:ĞĞƉ�&ůĂƚ,��ǆƚĞŶĚ-�-&ĞŶĚĞƌ�

^ƚƌĞĞƚ�Θ�K��ƐƚǇůĞƐ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ

&ƌŽŵ�$319.99��/tϭϬϬϰϲ-ϬϮ

M-1 
FENDER 
FLARES

$399.99 

^/�ϭϳϮ9Ϭ

Paint To Match 
Program 
Available

NEW STORES
NOW OPEN: 
Virginia Beach, VA
Kansas City, MO

Order or speak to an expert: 

800.497.7108 
Visit: www.4WheelParts.com FREE Truck or Jeep Catalog, Visit: 4WheelParts.com/catalog

Rancho Suspension Kits Lift Part # Price

2015 F150 4WD 6”  RANRS66501B $1542.96

2015 F150 4WD 4”  RANRS66500B $1542.96

14-15 GM 1500 4”  RANRS66301B $1752.95

Skyjacker Suspension Kits  

07-15 Jeep JK 4”  SKYJK40BPH $642.99

07-15 Jeep JK 2.5”  SKYJK25BPH $451.99

97-06 Jeep TJ 4”  SKYTJ401BPH $570.99

Fabtech Suspension Kits Lift Part # Price

11-15 GM 2500HD 4”  FABK1055 $1204.99

11-15 GM 2500HD 6”  FABK1046 $2126.93

07-15 GM 1500 w/Steel 4”  FABK1059 $720.99

Daystar Suspension/Leveling Kits  

07-16 Jeep JK 1.75”  DAYKJ09137BK $159.99

15-16 Jeep Renegade NEW 1.5”  DAYKJ09168BK $399.99

88-06 GM C1500 2.5”  DAYKG09101BK $129.99

WE CARRY A FULL LINE 
OF HEADLAMP SOLUTIONS! ®

60,000 Mile 
Treadwear Warranty

40,000 Mile 
Treadwear Warranty

LRG 112 FADE
^ĂƟ�Ŷ��ůĂĐŬ�DŝůůĞĚ
Sizes: 20” 

&ƌŽŵ�CALL

LRG 111 CLASSICO
�ůĂĐŬ�DŝůůĞĚ/DĂĐŚŝŶĞĚ��ůĂĐŬ
Size: 20” 

&ƌŽŵ�$249.99 

PRO COMP 40 VERTIGO
^ĂƟ�Ŷ��ůĂĐŬ/�ĂƌŬ�'ƌĂǇ

^ŝǌĞ:�ϭϳ”,�ϭ8”,�ϮϬ”� 

&ƌŽŵ�$175.99

PRO COMP 41 PHASER
^ĂƟ�Ŷ��ůĂĐŬ/DĂĐŚŝŶĞ��ůĂĐŬ�

^ŝǌĞƐ:�ϭϳ”,�ϭ8”,�ϮϬ”� 

&ƌŽŵ $141.99 

FUEL OFF ROAD D572 JM2
DĂƩ�Ğ��ůĂĐŬ
^ŝǌĞƐ:�ϭϳ”,�ϮϬ”

&ƌŽŵ�CALL

METHOD MR309 GRID
dŝƚĂŶŝƵŵ/DĂƩ�Ğ��ůĂĐŬ
^ŝǌĞƐ:�ϭϲ”,�ϭϳ”,�ϭ8”,�ϮϬ”

&ƌŽŵ�$195.99

RIGID INDUSTRIES RADIANCE
•��-^ĞƌŝĞƐ��ŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟ�ŽŶ�Θ��ƵƌĂďŝůŝƚǇ

•���ƌŽĂĚ�^ƉŽƚ�ŽƉƟ�ĐƐ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ĐŽŵďŝŶĞ�ƚŚĞ�
ĂƩ�ƌŝďƵƚĞƐ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƐƉŽƚ�ĂŶĚ�Ň�ŽŽĚ�ďĞĂŵ�ƉĂƩ�ĞƌŶ

•���ĂĐŬ-ůŝŐŚƟ�ŶŐ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ŝŶ�ǁŚŝƚĞ,�ĂŵďĞƌ,�ŐƌĞĞŶ,�
ƌĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ďůƵĞ;�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ŝŶ�ϭϬ”-ϱϬ”�ůĞŶŐƚŚƐ

ϮϬΗ�ĂŵďĞƌ�ďĂĐŬ-ůŝŐŚƚ�$227.99 RIG22004

LED SPORT LIGHTS

^ƉŽƚ��$139.99 pr. 
�yWϳϲϰϬϳW

&ůŽŽĚ��$139.99 pr. 
�yWϳϲϰϬϲW

TRAILMASTER LIGHT BARS
7.5 Inch  T/MTM750 $49.99

13.5 Inch  T/MTM135 $79.99

21.5 Inch  T/MTM215 $109.99

50 Inch  T/MTM500 $249.99 

WE DO BRAKES �^���ĞƌƟ�Į�ĞĚ��ƌĂŬĞ�/ŶƐƚĂůůĂƟ�ŽŶ
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BAJA SERIES TIRES / 

     CLASSIC SERIES WHEELS

The M/T Metal Series wheels 

offer the perfect combination of 

style and function for truck,  

SUV and Jeep enthusiasts.

Deegan 38 wheels and tires 

by Mickey Thompson were designed in cooperation  

with racing icon Brian Deegan.

MM-164B MM-164M

PRO 2



on Pro 4

MickeyThompsonTires.com 

b a r x

MM-245 MM-366 MM-489

PRO 4

DEEGAN 38
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MATT EMERY 

T
he factory Raptor front seat is 

a fantastic seat. Quality leather, 

options for heated and cooled 

seats, comfortable for long high-

way road trips, short jaunts to the gro-

cery store, and everything in between. 

The standard three point seatbelts are 

also excellent for these kinds of drives.

However, the desert demands more 

out of a seatbelt. Whoop sections, 

jumps, and other brutal terrain place 

stresses and demands on the factory 

seatbelts that they were not engineered 

for. And they put stresses on you. The 

design of the stock belt is one for the 

road. They’ll keep you in place during 

a crash, but since they only cover one 

shoulder, they’ll twist you up some dur-

ing said crash, causing possible back 

injury. 

INSTALLING 
RPG OFFROADS 
HARNESS BAR

HARNESSING 
YOUR OUTER SELF



1 The RPG Offroad Harness 

Bar system is a way to 

improve the off-road driving 

experience, and save the side 

of your head at the same time.

1

2 This Raptor has many mods. From 

suspension to lighting to a Lowrance 

GPS, it’s pretty setup. Now it needs to 

get some safety upgrades.

2

3 There is a tiny release that allows the 

seat to fold forward that in turn allows 

access to the mounting hardware. The 

hardware is removed.

3

4 The seat is 

completely 

removed from 

the truck.

4

5 If your kids are like ours, now is a 

good time to vacuum out the inside.

5

6 Multiple pieces make up the RPG kit. 

They just need to be assembled 

6
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Just driving off-road however, you’re 

subjected to virtually the same stresses 

as you would during an on-road crash. 

Sudden impacts, jarring side-to-side 

movement, and the ups and downs that 

are just part of the trail will send your 

body flying if not properly secured. 

Basically, any moderately fast off-road 

driving means there’s a real need for 

competition-based harnesses to keep you 

from being flung around the cab without 

crashing even coming into the mix. 

That’s because harnesses do much 

more than just keeping you safe during 

a rollover; they are imperative to giv-

ing you better control over the vehicle 

you’re driving, and they do so by mak-

ing you immobile. When you are not 

worried about having to keep your body 

under control (or by bouncing off the 

ceiling), you can really concentrate on 

driving. And concentration is everything 

when driving at speed, even when your 

head is trying to come in contact with 

the doorframe. 

Harnesses are usually mounted to 

the rollcage, but what if you don’t have 

a rollcage? Enter RPG Offroad and their 

RPG Offroad Harness Bar kit.

The RPG Offroad Harness Bar kit, 

made for both the SuperCab and 

SuperCrew Raptors and F-150s, allow for 

a four-point harness to be installed for 

the front seats of the truck. The harness 

bar kits are made with seamless tubing, 

MIG and TIG welded, and powdercoated 

black to provide a sleek, low-profile 

appearance. The kit is entirely bolt in 

and comes with Grade 8 hardware. Four 

mounting holes per side are required to 

be drilled for the front half of the har-

ness bar kit install, the rear reuses fac-

tory seat mounting points. 

This system is not a rollcage; so just 

because it’s made out of steel tubing, 

don’t think that it’ll stand an 80-mph 

crash. An 18-mph rollover? It’d be better 

than nothing and if you’re in the harness-

es, you won’t be dropped on your head if 

your truck turns turtle. Since it’s made of 

steel tubing, however, items such as fire 

extinguishers and other things can be 

hung from the Harness Bar Kit. 

RPG will ship the kit right to your 

door, and this is an install that you can 

do at home with basic handtools in a 

couple of hours. Follow along as this 

Raptor becomes easier to drive quickly 

and with more confidence. 



HARNESSING YOUR OUTER SELF

7 Each connector uses two bolts to join 

the pieces.

7

10 The baseplate 

for the rear sec-

tion slips over 

the stock seat 

mounting point. 

10

12 When installing the front section, the top edge needs to go 

in first to get in front of the dome light. 

12

11 Know that RPG designs the units to fit tightly to the con-

tours of the Raptors interior, so also know that it takes a little 

muscle to get the unit into place.

11

13 The top is pulled back while pushing forward on the down 

legs to get the front unit into proper place.

13

8 Drilling is required to affix the base-

plates to the floor. 

8

9 The rear most piece goes in first. 

9
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2 x 10

NEW SUPER WIDE 

REFLECTOR PUSHES 

LIGHT UP TO 115º 

EXCLUSIVE LED’S PROVIDE 

THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF 

OUTPUT WITH UP TO  

8,190 RAW LUMENS

¨Consult your Rigid Industries’ installation manual, the Rigid Industries’ website and any local, state and federal laws, rules and regulations to 
determine whether your particular application/installation is  authorized for use on a public highway.  Rigid Industries is a registered and/or common 
law marks owned by JST Performance, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company d/b/a Rigid Industries.

SCENE LIGHTING

FOR MORE INFO VISIT

by Rigid Industries is an efficient way to light up any 
area. Available in a variety of sizes Scene Lighting utilizes 
the latest in LED technology in a rugged housing for 
prolonged, trouble free use. Scene Lights provide up to 115º 
horizontal spread for maximum coverage and heavy duty 
mounting brackets that enable precise adjustable aiming.

RIGIDINDUSTRIES.COM/SCENELIGHTING

BRIGHTEN UP THE SCENE



HARNESSING YOUR OUTER SELF

16 Two Allen head bolts are used on 

each connection. 

16

19 A set of Mastercraft harnesses are installed, but know that 

things such as fire extinguishers or anything that normally 

install onto a ’cage can be installed onto the Harness Bar. 

19

14 The centersection is slid up into place. Here’s where you 

find out if the front and rear sections are parallel; if they’re not, 

the centersection won’t easily slide into place. 

14

15 A little persuasion is fine, just make sure to use a plastic 

hammer so as not to mar the powdercoating. Speaking of 

which, the RPG guys remove the powdercoating from the mat-

ing surfaces so they pieces fit together better.

15

20 With the harnesses in 

place, it’s time to hit the off-

road and give them a try. 

20

17 Four hardened steel bolts are used 

per baseplate.

17

18 In a little more than an hour, the RPG 

Offroad Harness Bar kit is in and ready 

for action.

18

32

SOURCE

RPG OFFROAD

(866) 691-7750

www.rpgoffroad.com





THE NEW

A/T SPORT
GETTING YOU TO YOUR NEXT ADVENTURE

Sweeps water and debris away from 
the contact patch and contributes to 
all-weather stability

SWEEPING GROOVE TECHNOLOGY

Increases grip on all terrains and in 
inclement weather environments by 
clawing the driven surface

STAGGERED DESIGN

Quiet ride assurance – Alternating 
tread blocks reduce pitch noise as the 
noise from one block pitch is canceled 
out by another

MULTI-PITCH VARIATION

A balanced compound formulated for  
optimum performance across wet, 
dry, on- and off-road surfaces

ALL-TERRAIN COMPOUND

Greatly improves traction in 
all-terrain environments and 
all-weather conditions while 
increasing puncture resistance

SIDE HOLDER LUGS

www.ProCompUSA.com/ATSport                800.776.0767  



L I V E  B O L D
BACKED BY THE INDUSTRY’S 

MOST COMPREHENSIVE WARRANTY



36

FEATUREFEATTUREFFEATUREFEATURE
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MATT EMERY

AN HVAC GUY 
WHO RUNS HOT 
IN THE DEZ

W
hat’s an expert in air con-

ditioning do when he’s not 

busy keeping other people 

cool? He heads to the des-

ert in this over-the-top ’92 

Ford Bronco for some hot laps, that’s 

what. 

As owner of WCComfort in Redlands, 

California, Matt Jones is in the enviable 

situation where most of his work is dur-

ing the hottest times of the year, while 

when the weather’s good, as it is during 

spring and fall, he and his family can 

make some time to get out and put this 

Bronco through its paces. 

Some of the best builders around have 

all had a turn at this killer steed as Top of 

the Line Fabrication, Solo Motorsports, 

Big Boy Toys, Full Metal Fabrication, and 

McNeil all can lay claim to, at least help-

ing, with the construction of one of the 

finest Broncos to ever have been built. 

But it was a process; nearly four years of 

toil went into what you see here. 

The front suspension came from 

Threat Motorsports of Lake Elsinore, 

California. Top of the Line installed TM’s 

twin traction I-beams, which make the 

front end 4.5 inches wider than stock (per 

side) and holds a Dana 44 unit as well. 



The result of years of wanting and 

building, this Ford Bronco is the 

go-to vehicle for the Jones family. 

LEFT:

In what has 

become the 

must-have off-

road setup, a 

King coilover 

shock is joined 

by a King 

bypass on 

each side of 

the front end. 

ABOVE:

With its Threat Motorsports equal-length Twin Traction 

I-Beams setup, this Bronco is now 4.5 inches wider per side. A 

Dana 44 resides inside. 
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COOL RUNNINGS

A pair per side of King shocks soaks up 

the bumps, as King 3.0 14-inch, dual-rate 

coilovers and 3.0 14-inch pure race quad 

bypass shocks have been installed. King 

2.5 bumpstops act as the final safety 

against any huge g-outs that the driver 

may not have seen.

Further back, it’s also King that does 

the hard work as 3.0 12-inch pure race 

quad bypass units team with Deaver Q80 

springs. Threat Motorsports upper shock 

mounts keep the King’s securely posi-

tioned, while their shackles do the same 

for the Deavers. 

The rearend in question is a trussed 

and skidplated Currie Full Floater that 

features 40-spline axles and 4:88 gears 

and Wilwood disc brakes. A quartet of 

17x9 Raceline Beadlocks have been shod 

with 37-inch General Grabber Red Letter 

tires to combine for tough, good looking 

off-road performance.

And the suspension, wheels, and tires 

have to be good as the engine in this 

Ford is old-school power. The Ford 408ci 

engine has been stroked, equipped with 

Keith Black Icon pistons and Seal Power 

rings for a 10:1 compression ratio. They 

connect to a Scat crank via Scat H-beam 

rods and a COMP Cams roller cam 

bumps the COMP roller rockers inside 

the AFR aluminum heads. It’s topped 

off with an Edelbrock intake manifold 

and 95mm throttle body, a set of FAST 

42-pound injectors, and a Donaldson air 

cleaner.

Providing the sparks is a FAST 2.0 

ignition while cooling is done with a 

three-row Champion aluminum radiator 

FEATURE
C

A pair per side of King sho

FEATTUREFFEATUREFEATURE



RIGHT:

Big and tough 

describes the 

37-inch General 

Grabber tires, 

and it goes for 

the 17x9 Raceline 

Beadlocks as well.

BELOW:

Protecting the Bronco is a skidplate that would give Godzilla 

second thoughts of attacking, but allows ones to attack any 

rocky trail.

ABOVE:

Huge power comes from the fully built 408 Ford engine. Parts 

from iconic names such as Keith Black, Edelbrock, Scat, COMP 

Cams, and F.A.S.T have been installed. 

ABOVE:

A trio of LED lightbars makes sure that even when the sun’s 

down, there will be plenty of light to safely make it back to 

camp. 

ABOVE:

SOLO Motorsports built the aluminum dash and center con-

sole, which solidly mounts the Auto Meter gauges, F.A.S.T. 

2.0 EFI dash, and Lowrance GPS unit. The steering wheel is a 

MOMO unit. 
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ABOVE:

Cool PRP seats (is that ostrich hide?) and harnesses keep the 

occupants safe and secure. 

ABOVE:

The rear section has a cubby for a spare tire, and yes, it’s fully 

carpeted. 

ABOVE:

Complete with cupholders, the center console houses the 

Winters shifter, a host of electrical switches as well as the 

Motorola/Rugged communications system. 
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COOL RUNNINGS

with dual 16-inch SPAL fans. Getting the 

spent fuel out is thanks to the Pacesetter 

“Shorties” with MagnaFlow mufflers. 

Kent Spillmann at Big Boy Toys in 

Yucaipa, California, did the engine build, 

along with all of the many modifications.

The E4OD transmission is built to 

handle 650 hp, 3,200-stall Baumann elec-

tronic controller. A deep-finned oil pan 

provides plenty of fluid, while the dual, 

electric fan–equipped 8-inch Derale trans 

coolers keep that fluid cool. 

Though the dash may not be lined 

with leather (Yet. Give Jones some time 

though …) the interior has everything a 

racer/prerunner could want. That Solo 

Motorsports dash is aluminum and fea-

tures the Fast 2.0 EFI dash, a host of Auto 

Meter gauges, a Lowrance GPS unit, a 

JVC stereo system and the air condition-

ing/heater control panel and vents. 

The cool center console, also alumi-

num, holds all of the electrical switches, 

as well as the Motorola race radio/ 

Rugged four-person intercom, the 

Winters shifter, and the 2WD/4WD selec-

tor switch. Solo Motorsports handled the 

wiring chores.

A quartet of PRP seats, with five-point 

PRP harnesses and a MOMO steering 

wheel give the driver a good feel for the 

beast and a fully ’caged interior must 

give them a secure feeling too. 

FEATURE
C

wwiith dual 16 iinch SPAL fans

FEATTUREFFEATUREFEATURE





Fiberglass 

fenders give 

the Generals 

plenty of room 

to travel. 

Sliding, jumping, or 

just trail riding, this 

Bronco is ready to 

take on whatever is 

thrown at it. 

42

COOL RUNNINGS

The body is a mix of steel with fiber-

glass fenders and hood, all of which 

were painted gray by McNeil of San 

Diego, California. With three LED light-

bars (two 42-inch and one 50-inch), night 

becomes day and thanks to the cool 

underfender rock lights, even those nas-

ties are revealed.  

When Jones bought the Bronco about 

four years ago, it had a 4-inch basic lift 

with 33s. Within a few weeks he had it 

to Daren at Top of the Line Fabrication to 

start the tear down. Then Jones and his 

wife, who also grew up off-roading with 

her family and who was totally behind 

building the Ford, headed to swap meets 

and off-road shows/expos to start buying 

up a laundry list of items needed for the 

build. 

The result of their, and many shops’, 

hard work is something that one could 

have as the last Bronco they’d ever need 

to build. It has great suspension, plenty 

of power, is big enough to handle the 

whole family on the trail, and looks great 

beside. 

It was a long, sometimes grueling 

build, but Jones himself says, “At the 

end I feel it was all worth it and cant wait 

for the hours of fun we get to have in it. 

I can’t thank everybody who had their 

hands in it enough! All I can say it that 

this sucker is a beast!” 

FEATURE
C

The bodyy iis a mixx of steel w
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1 Delivering 20 

gallons of the 

good stuff is 

thanks to the 

Harmon Racing 

Cells. Made 

from aluminum 

and equipped 

with an internal 

bladder, the 

cell is required 

by racing sanc-

tioning bodies 

before you take 

to the course. 

1

7 The stock belts will be replaced 

with harnesses, but know that the 

stock seatbelt electrical connec-

tions need to be looped, or they 

will cause the RZR to go into a 

“safe” mode where it won’t run or 

at least not over 15 mph. 

7
6 The center console is removed. 

6

8 After prying up the top cap of the 

shifter knob, the nut is removed, 

allowing the barrel of the shifter to be 

removed.

8

9 The cable adjuster mount is loosened.

9

10 Here’s a pro tip: When removing 

parts that have screws, bolts, or in this 

case, a C-clip and bushings, always put 

them back in their place. That way you 

won’t have to dig through a pile of fas-

teners looking for the right ones.

10

4 The seat brackets are the first to 

be removed. Everything’s going to go 

though as nothing seen here will be 

included in the competition rig that will 

emerge.

4

5 There is a combination of screws and 

plugs holding the various parts together, 

and this forked prybar is the best way to 

get the plastic plugs out without damag-

ing anything.

5

3 With the seats out, this shot shows 

just how much plastic and steel goes 

into a stock Polaris RZR. It’ll all be 

removed to make room for the new 

Harmon fuel cell. The Wolfpack crew 

will also be building a legal ’cage at the 

same time as the cell install.

3

2 Cutouts make 

room for the drive-

shaft and fuel lines, 

and if you notice 

holes in the bottom 

of the tank, you’re 

not seeing things. 

Since it has a blad-

der to hold the fuel, 

these holes are actu-

ally vent holes to 

allow the bladder to 

expand and contract 

without any prob-

lems.

2

J U L Y  2 0 1 6  // www.D ir tSpor tsNat ion .com 45



12 The stock seat frame is removed and 

with it, and the rest of the interior clad-

ding, a whole lot of weight too.

12

14 There is a space beneath the fuel 

cell where the electronics will be re-

positioned.

14

13 The battery is removed, and will be 

relocated to the rear in its own mount.

13

15 With everything removed, the stock fuel tank is exposed. 

15

11 Demolition continues.

11
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16 Clips hold the fuel lines to the tank 

fixture. They slide back to disconnect.

16

17 The stock 8-gallon tank is removed. 

17

18 This post will be cut off to make 

room for the new cell. 

18

19 Cradle-type support brackets are 

welded to the frame to mount the cell. 

Notice the post is now missing.

19

BY THE BOOK

   

 Vehicle Type Prices From

Stage 1 Kit 

Ultimax Daily driver pads & Geomet black OEM style rotors Any Vehicle     $99

Stage 2 Kit 

Greenstuff sport pads & USR slotted black Geomet Rotors Car      $145

Stage 3 Kit 

Greenstuff Trucksport pads & GD sport drilled black Geomet rotors     Truck/SUV     $175

Stage 4 Kit 

Redstuff premium fast street pads & USR slotted black Geomet rotors Car      $195

Stage 5 Kit 

Yellowstuff highest friction pads & GD sport drilled black Geomet rotors Any Vehicle    $245

Kit includes 100% British made ECO friendly quality high efficiency EBC brake pads fully tested and 

approved to meet or exceed all known standards plus premium Geomet corrosion resistant G3000 

iron rotors of your pattern choice. Geomet is the NUMBER ONE brake rotor anti corrosion surface 

coating used by OEM builders (they use silver, we prefer black Geomet). Coating withstands severe 

salt spray tests for 

corrosion resistance.

Ask at Pep Boys 

or your local retailer or 

shop online at ....

Brake Upgrade Kits
SIX FABULOUS CHOICES
to suit every driving style and budget. 

All EBC rotors are now black GEOMET®

corrosion resistant coated...

These rotors WILL NOT RUST

NRS®
 - NUCAP Retention System®

 

creates a mechanical bond, 

locking the friction to the 

backing plate.

www.ebcbrakes.com 



21 The Harmon fuel cell makes the most 

of the available space as it goes across 

from rail to rail.

21

23 A Wolfpack-made cage swivels 

down to cover the cell but it’s on a 

hinge, so removing the cell is as easy as 

lifting up the cage.

23

25 With not any room to spare, the 

Harmon Racing Cell is in and ready.

25

22 With a fuel inlet, a hole for the pump 

and vent, the Harmon fill plate is ready 

to plug-and-play.

22

24 Wolfpack fabricated aluminum pan-

els cover the rear and ’cage.

24

26 With the weight down low and spread 

out across the width of the RZR, the addi-

tional gallons will safely add extra fuel 

and may even enhance handling. 

26

20 The cell is set into place.

20
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SOURCE

WOLFPACK MOTORSPORTS

(714) 694-3797

www.wolfpackparts.com

HARMON RACING CELLS 

(951) 737-7220

www.harmonracingcells.com





50

FEATUREFEATTUREFFEATUREFEATURE

THE PARK



J U L Y  2 0 1 6  // www.D ir tSpor tsNat ion .com 51

WORDS RUSSELL JOHNSON // IMAGES RUSSELL JOHNSON AND ERIC MINKS

SEASON-OPENING 
SCORCHER BRINGS 
SUCCESS FOR MATNEY

W
ith the sunrise on February 6 in Parker, 

Arizona, the start of the 2016 off-road rac-

ing season was set to begin. The Best in the 

Desert’s Parker 425 heralded the start of 

many team’s yearly race programs. 

For 2016, Best in the Desert, and by that we mean Casey 

Folks, decided to do a few things differently and split the 

race into two heats. The early heat would start before the 

sun rose with the limited vehicles taking the start line, 

while the unlimited vehicles like the Trick Truck class would 

start later in the afternoon and race into the night.

Starting the race day off, Roger Starkey would take the 

win in his Alumi Craft 1067 buggy with a great time of 

7:21:39. Finishing 12 minutes behind him would be Jason 

Coleman in his Jimco-built buggy with Corey Goin round-

ing out the Top 3 of the first race.

Later in the afternoon, fan favorite Robby Gordon took 

to the starting line as the race had moved to the middle of 

Parker for all the fans to watch the start of the Unlimited 

Class. With an amazing lineup of over 50 Trick Trucks, the 

excitement level was high. Robby Gordon was followed 

by a lineup of top racers, such as Rob MacCachren, Andy 

McMillin, BJ Baldwin, and 2015 Score Off Road Racing 

Champion Apdaly Lopez. While Gordon was the fastest in 

Thursday’s qualifying session, his day would end sooner 

than he thought with engine trouble on lap 1. MacCachren 

would face engine troubles as well on lap 2 after gaining a 

good lead on the pack. 

At the end of the day, history was made. RPM Racing 

would take the win with Justin Matney behind the wheel of 

the Geiser Bros.-designed AWD Trick Truck, a first for the 

class, with a time of 7:10:29. When asked about the truck 

and how it felt going into the race, Justin said, “The truck 

felt great right out of the gate during qualifying. Rick and 

Jeff (Geiser) did an excellent job building this truck and 

working through the bugs with us. Last year, we ran a few 

races as tests and knew what we needed to do to make 

the truck better. After testing and a few new parts we have 

started down the right path.”  

Overall, the race was a great start to the year for many 

teams, as they get ready to go racing at the rest of the 

year’s events. 

KER 425



LEFT:

Justin Matney in his 

Geiser-built AWD TT would 

have a great day as they 

would take the win overall.

BELOW:

The tireless Casey Folks 

held this sign for every 

racer to see as they left 

the starting line.

ABOVE:

Roger Starkey in his Alumi Craft was the overall winner of the 

1000 class and one of the weekend’s three-lap races. 

BELOW:

Starting the year off in his brand-new TSCO TT, Andy 

McMillin, would end up with a podium finish at Third. 

ABOVE:

One of the fastest of the day was Rob Mac; he would take over 

with a large lead but would not finish the race due to engine 

failure on lap 2. 

LEFT:

Fans watch as 

the start of the 

Parker 425 runs 

through town 

before going off 

into the desert.
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I N T R O D U C I N G

PERFORMANCE 

LONG-TRAVEL 

SUSPENSION KIT

| 5" TRACK WIDTH INCREASE

| 14" FRONT WHEEL TRAVEL

| UP TO 35" TIRES

| 07-16 TUNDRA - 2WD/4WD

www.ProCompUSA.com               800.776.0767  

STABI L ITY ON-ROAD,STABI L ITY ON-ROAD,
PERFORMANCE OFF-ROADPERFORMANCE OFF-ROAD

See it in action at ProCompUSA.com/Long-TravelSee it in action at ProCompUSSA.com/Long-Travel

PERFORMANCE



ABOVE:

Jonathan Brenthel as he races by on the start of the second 

race at race mile four.

ABOVE:

Fan favorite, “Ballistic” BJ Baldwin, would start his day off 

to great start but ended early and would go DNF. He looks to 

make a comeback at the Mint 400 later this year.

BELOW:

Top Qualifier Robby Gordon 

before the Green Flag dropped; 

he would start strong but 

engine trouble would take him 

out of the race. 

ABOVE:

Eduardo Laguna would race the number 17 trophy truck to a 

12th overall finish in the RPM Trick Truck. 

BELOW:

Best in the Desert Kicks off the season of racing before the sun 

comes up.

ABOVE:

Matney is looking to keep the 

momentum going at the next 

BITD race on the schedule, the 

Mint 400. 
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A GIVEAWAY BRONCO THAT 
HAS EARNED ITS WAY

W
e’ve all had the daydream 

about someone just giving 

us a cool ride—an “if you 

want it, take it; I have to get 

this thing out of here,” kind 

of dream. That dream came true for Louie 

Morosan when an acquaintance told him 

of a ’66 Bronco that the owner wanted 

gone from his backyard. 

A trailer ride later, Moronson was the 

recipient of a clean ’66 half-cab, six-cyl-

inder with a three-speed, that didn’t run. 

It promptly ended up in his backyard for 

the next 10 years. It’s not like Moronson 

wasn’t busy building trucks though; he’s 

the owner of LGE/CTS in San Dimas, 

California, a company well known for their 

show-winning builds. So when a customer 

saw the half cab, he offered a large sum of 

money for it and Moronson sold it. 

FREE RIDE



LEFT:

With its Bimini 

top and bright 

paintjob, this 

Bronco is as 

at home in the 

desert as it is 

at the beach. 

ABOVE:

With their old-school spokes and bead-

lock ability, the Raceline SL Monster 

Beadlock wheels work perfectly with 

the fat Toyo R/T Open Country tires.

ABOVE:

The front bumper is a LGE/CTS unit and 

it houses a winch while Bulldog LED 

headlights replace the stockers.

58

FREE RIDE

Remembering the Bronco that got 

away, a few years later Moronson came 

across a frame and started working on 

the chassis. He upgraded the suspen-

sion, installed a 5.0 Mustang motor, and 

was on the hunt for a body. Incredibly, 

it was about that time that the cus-

tomer came by the shop and asked if he 

wanted the Bronco back. When asked 

how much, the guy said, “No charge. I’m 

moving and can’t take it with me.” To 

recap, Moronson got it for free, sold it 

for a good price, and then got it back for 

free—again! Some guys have all the luck. 

So, it was back in Moronson’s hands. 

This time though, he wasn’t going to let 

it slip through this fingers. As stated, 

the suspension had been upgraded with 

new arms and custom shock hoops. 

These pieces were built at Custom Truck 

Shop (the CTS in LGE/CTS). Moronson 

also built some radius arms and steer-

ing components. He then added a set 

of ICON 2.5 coilover shocks that utilize 

Eibach 500-pound springs. Another set 

of ICON shocks, this time 2.5 bypass 

units, were also installed up front. All of 

which combine to support the Dana 44 in 

style. An ARB locker and 4:11 gears are 

inside the Dana and Currie axles connect 

to the wheels. 

To hold the Ford 9-inch aloft, 

Moronson used Atlas Springs +2-inch 

over stock rear springs along with ICON 

2.5 bypass shocks. The rearend has seen 

upgrades with a Detroit Locker as well 

as with Currie axles and 4:11 Precision 

Gears. 

In keeping with the period look, 

Moronson used a set of deep-dish spoke 

Raceline SL Monster Beadlock wheels 

along with rugged 35x12.50-17 Toyo R/T 

tires. 

And those tires need to be rugged as 

a highly tuned Ford Mustang 5.0 now 

powers the rig. It features a set of Doug 

Thorley custom stainless steel headers 

that pass to a MagnaFlow two-into-one 

muffler through a 3-inch mandrel-bent 

exhaust system. A K&N air filter cleans 

the air for the JMS-built engine while 

a Be Cool Radiator with dual Flex-a-lite 

fans keep it cool. A C4 transmission puts 

the power through a set of Powertrain 

Industries dual CV-joint driveshafts.

The interior is nearly what came from 

Dearborn, but even it has seen a few 

updates. First are the Cerullo seats and 

Lecarra steering wheel, but the most 
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• Maximize clearance for oversize wheel/
tire combinations

• Return drivability with 
�2.0° camber and 
0° to +4.0° caster 
adjustability 

• Extend droop travel 
with 80° ball joint 
articulation and free
pivot bushings

• Upgrade to a greaseable 
sealed ball joint for OE grade 
performance with SPC’s new design

US Patent No. 7,513,514 B • ©2016 Niwot Corp. dba Specialty Products Co.®

Now
with upgraded

greaseable
ball joints



ABOVE:

An LGE/CTS rear 

bumper comes with 

an aluminum plate 

for a step.

ABOVE:

The full rollcage is also an LGE/CTS-built beauty.

BELOW:

As good as the 289 and 302 engines that came in the Broncos, 

a fuel injected Ford 5.0 was deemed a better idea.

RIGHT:

The only body mod 

was opening up the 

wheel openings a 

little and adding 

some flare to clear 

the 35s.

60
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striking change is with the custom-made, 

all-aluminum dash with billet overlays 

filled with Auto Meter American Muscle 

instruments and an Alpine stereo sys-

tem. A Painless Performance electrical 

system connects all of the electrical dots. 

A floor shifter from a ’66 Ford Mustang 

shifts the C4, while a carpet kit keeps the 

feet happy. A lockable steel center con-

sole and stainless steel drawers beneath 

the seats gives ample storage while a 

spare tire takes up most of the rear area.   

Being in the body shop business, 

Moronson admits that he didn’t have 

to do much to the body, but he did 

modify the front and rear wheel open-

ings to give the 35s a little more room 

to breathe. Wanting his Bronco to stand 

out, Moronson painted it with PPG 

Envirobase Pure Orange Toner at his San 

Dimas, California-based L&G Enterprises 

store. 

In a nod to “better than stock but looks 

stock” are the Bulldog LED headlights 

and Bulldog LED lights that are set into 

the stock taillight assembly. 

While it took Louie Moronson five 

years to build his “Dream Bronco,” the 

journey the Ford took to get there was 

a long and winding one. Moronson was 

able to get it for free twice, and though 

he says that he’ll hang onto it this time, 

if you ever do talk him into selling it, 

know that when you are done with it, 

he’ll likely take it back off your hands. Of 

course, he probably won’t expect to have 

to pay for it! 



ABOVE:

A set of custom radius arms, built by 

LGE/CTS, connects the Dana 44 to the 

frame. ICON shocks and Eibach springs 

provide the plush.

ABOVE:

ICON shocks, one an Eibach-equipped 

coilover and one a bypass, are used up 

front.

ABOVE:

Built by JMS, the 5.0 has been upgraded 

with a K&N air filter and Doug Thorley 

headers.

LEFT:

This billet- 

aluminum 

fuel cap is the 

extent of the 

exterior bling. 

Footer with No Pricing Note

4600 Series
• Ideal for heavy hauling and occasional 

off -road use

• Designed to provide improved handling and 
ride control without sacrifi cing comfort

• Monotube gas pressure technology for con-
sistent fade-free performance and long life

• Lifetime warranty

5100 Series 
• Individually engineered for a wide array of 

lifted vehicles 

• Bilstein’s patented digressive self-adjusting 
valving for a smooth ride on all road surfaces

• Monotube gas pressure technology for consis-
tent fade-free performance and long life

• Multi-layer zinc fi nish for enhanced durability

• Many applications off er adjustable ride height

• Limited lifetime warranty

See the BILSTEIN Products for Your Other Vehicles at www.tirerack.com/bilstein

FREE SHIPPING
For all brakes, suspension and other parts and accessories on all orders over $50. 

Visit www.tirerack.com/freeshipping for details.

877-790-1625
M-F 8am-8pm EST
SAT 9am-4pm EST

©2016 

Tire Rack

Ride Height 
Adjustable Shown
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RIGHT:

Cerullo high-back seats 

provide comfort and 

style all in one package.

ABOVE:

The custom aluminum dash has billet inserts to hold the Auto 

Meter American Muscle instruments and an Alpine stereo 

system. Notice the ’66 Mustang floor shifter; it fits with the 

Bronco like it was made for it.

FREE RIDE
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Tires on Vehicle
40X13.50-17LT D



BELOW:

With the many modifications, the Bronco easily gets Moronson up nearly any obstacle. 

ABOVE:

Amazingly, the stock jack instruction 

sticker has survived all this time, but 

you can tell that the stock body color 

was blue. 

35X12.50-15LT C
35X12.50-15LT D* 
35X12.50-16LT C
37X12.50-16LT D
35X12.50-17LT D

42x14.50-17LT C* 

C= Load Range C    D= Load Range D    E= Load Range E
*= Coming Soon

37X12.50-17LT E
37X13.50-17LT E
40X13.50-17LT D
35X12.50-20LT E*

800-4-MAXXIS / MAXXIS.COM

35X12.50-15LT D*

42x14.50-17LT C42x14.50-17LT C*

*= Coming Soon

35X12.50-20LT E*35X12.50-20LT E*

800-4-MAXXIS / MAXXIS.COM800-4-MAXXIS / MAXXIS.COM800-4-MAXXIS / MAXXIS.COM800-4-MAXXIS / MAXXIS.COM
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SIMPLE 
COILOVER 

FACTS

SHOCK 
GEOMETRY

S
uspension can be everything in 

the off-road world. Yeah, a strong 

engine gets you moving, but sus-

pension keeps you in control so 

you can use that engine power. The use 

of coilover shocks, their spring rates, and 

their mounting geometry can have a big 

impact on how the overall suspension 

performs.

In general, for maximum stability, 

shocks should be mounted as far out-

board as reasonably possible. Times 

when this is not possible are often due 

to long suspension travel goals or lim-

ited mounting space. Angling shocks 

inward can also provide clearance, 

however, as you deviate from vertical, 

the shock effectiveness decreases. (To 

determine the effective damping value, 

we would calculate the cosine of the 

angle from vertical. If the shocks are 

leaned 20 degrees from vertical, they 

would have a vertical damping effective-

ness of about 94 percent of what a verti-

cal shock would have.)

Coil springs themselves are a simple 

item, but their characteristics are often 

misunderstood. Each is just a bar of 

spring steel rod wound in a circle for 

compact packaging. The spring has a 

rating based on how much weight is 

needed to compress it 1 inch. The thicker 

the rod that is used, the higher the spring 

WORDS AND IMAGES 

JAY KOPYCINSKI
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ABOVE:

On an IFS setup, the coilover often attaches somewhere at a mid-point on the lower 

A-arm. The resulting leverage effect is why spring rates used for A-arm front sus-

pensions may exceed those used on comparable live, straight-axle suspensions. 

Coincidentally, shock lengths needed for IFS are less than those needed on compa-

rable straight axle rigs, but spring and damping rates of the shock will be higher. 

Preload may be added to the shock by tightening the collar pressure on the captured 

coil spring to raise vehicle ride height, but this does not appreciably affect the spring 

rate of the shock.

LEFT:

Coilover shocks can have one, two, or three 

coil springs in a stack. Two springs with 

different spring rates is very common and 

is often set up as a dual-rate shock. In the 

initial portion of the travel stroke, both 

springs are being compressed, but in dif-

ferent amounts based on their stiffness. 

This initial spring rate will be relatively low, 

below the rate of either individual spring. 

Once the lighter rate top spring is com-

pletely compressed (coil bind), the spring 

rate will increase to that of the higher rate 

bottom spring for the remainder of the 

shock stroke.

KOPYCINSKI’S 
BRAIN
KOPYCINSKI’S
BRAIN

rate, or the stiffer the spring. On the 

other hand, increasing the overall diam-

eter of a spring coil or adding more turns 

to a spring makes the spring rate lighter.

When choosing mounting locations 

for coilovers, physical constraints often 

dictate their final location and may force 

compromises. One can play some tricks 

with angles and leverage ratios to maxi-

mize overall wheel travel. Just beware 

how those choices affect your spring 

rate, damping, and shock efficiency. It’s 

sometimes best to cycle the suspension 

and check dimensions before choosing 

shocks. This will help you maximize 

travel, and also account for any unfore-

seen mount changes you may have to 

make. 

NEW COLOR

MILITARY 

OLIVE DRAB

www.durabakcompany.com

303.690.7190



ABOVE:

On this desert buggy, the coilover is 

mounted near the center point between 

the trailing arm pivot and the rear axle. 

In this way a 16-inch-travel coilover may 

yield about double, or 32 inches, of rear 

wheel travel. The bypass shock behind it 

sits a little further down the trailing arm 

than the coilover, so a bit longer travel is 

required for that shock. Unlike the Ultra 

4 shock configuration, the spring rate 

and valving will have to be relatively 

higher since the rear axle is pushing 

on the shocks through the mechanical 

advantage of the trailing arm as a lever.

BELOW:

On this Ultra 4 class buggy, a single 

18-inch-travel coilover is used near the 

rear axle. Resulting travel will be near 

the length of shock travel, and damp-

ing will be very effective at this mount 

location in the suspension. This is a 

dual-rate shock with the shorter, lighter 

rate coil on top. Occasionally, a very 

lightweight top spring will be used and 

is fully compressed at ride height. In 

this case, the shock is being used as a 

single rate coilover and the light spring 

is a tender spring used to keep the main 

spring from rattling around when the 

shock is fully extended.

SHOCK GEOMETRY

THE AMAZING
INTRODUCING

Holley’s patent pending fuel reservoir 
system designed to reduce fuel starva-
tion issues present in hard cornering, 
acceleration, stopping, inclines, and 

low fuel conditions!  

• As an area of the HydraMat is 
 uncovered, tiny pores seal off 
 through surface tension, forcing 
 fuel to be drawn from other areas  
 of the mat where fuel continues to 
 be available.
• Unique internal reservoir assists in  
 keeping fuel available at the pickup  
 even under extreme fuel slosh 
 conditions.

www.holley.com

270-781-9741

“We were amazed at how well the 
HydraMat worked, drawing all of 

the fuel out of the cell. We’re going 
to be using it in competition during 
the 2016 race season. We eliminated 
one problem already by using it, and 
because it serves as a pre-filter too, 

that really helps us.” 

- Todd Gorsuch, Herbst-Smith Fabrication
shop manager
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MAVCOATSTEELSHIELD.COM
714-501-6383

Protects all metal 
surfaces from 
moisture, oxidation, 
and corrosion

Safe to use on 
engine parts, 
wiring, belts, and 
harnesses 

Will not harm 
rubbers, paints, 
or plastics

Displaces moisture

Keeps electrical
circuits dry

EXTREME CORROSION 
PREVENTION
FOR EXTREME 

ENVIRONMENTS
Mavcoat® Steel Shield will protect 

all metal parts on your off-road rig. It prevents 
rust from forming on vital metal components 

like shock towers, tube chassis, tabs, gussets, 
leaf springs, and winch cables.



 KC HILITES 
KC HiLiTES announced their revolutionary LED lightbar: the Pro6, powered by their Gravity LED technology. 

According to KC HiLiTES, the Pro6 has been developed with precise optical clarity achieved by larger reflec-

tors and thanks to their “Infinity Ring” system, is available with modularity and expandability in one lighting 

product. Its Infinity Ring system allows users to adapt it from a straight to radius bar with ease, meeting the 

requirements of the majority of potential users.

KC HILITES 

928.635.2607

www.kchilites.com

 PRO COMP
The 2014-plus Chevrolet Silverado 1500 and GMC Sierra 1500 are 

excellent truck platforms that can be made even better with Pro 

Comp’s 6-inch suspension lift. Heavy-duty, one-piece crossmem-

bers and CNC-machined knuckles that retain factory CV angles 

provide reliability, strength, and durability. The rear portion of the 

suspension includes an add-a-leaf, lift blocks, new U-bolts, and 

nitrogen-charged Pro Comp ES9000 shock absorbers. All neces-

sary bracketry and hardware is included with every kit, including 

crossmember compression struts, a front differential skidplate, 

sway bar drop brackets, brake line extensions, and high-strength 

hardware. Pro Runner or adjustable MX2.75 coilover shocks can 

be added either at the time of installation and it’s covered by the 

Pro Comp Promise Lifetime Warranty. 

PRO COMP 

800.776.0767

www.ProCompUSA.com 

 LUND INTERNATIONAL
Lund introduces their Terrain HX Steps, a new line of steps to its existing lineup of nerf bars and running boards. The all-new Lund 

Terrain HX Step is an aggressively designed yet functional nerf bar that provides an off-road look while making it easier to get in 

and out of the vehicle. Made from heavy-duty 3mm-thick 3-inch 

steel tubing, these nerf bars wear a durable black powdercoated 

textured finish that looks great and guards against corrosion. 

The hoop steps offer a 4-inch drop for easy entry and exit to the 

vehicle’s cab, and they’re welded to the main tube for excep-

tional durability. In addition, the Terrain HX Step features an easy 

no-drill installation. Lund backs the new Terrain HX Step with 

a limited lifetime warranty and exceptional customer service. 

Applications include Chevrolet/GMC, Ram, Ford, Nissan, and 

Toyota pickups.

LUND INTERNATIONAL

800.241.7219

www.lundinternational.com
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 DAYSTAR
Daystar’s Universal Roll Bar Switch Panel can mount auxiliary switches 

up and out of the way, yet still within easy reach. This convenient 

switch panel fits rollbars and places the five illuminated Daystar Rocker 

Switches at your fingertips while keeping them out to the way of the 

dash and other controls. This heavy-duty switch panel is UV-resistant 

and designed to be mounted inside and out. Fits UTVs, Jeeps, race cars, 

and any vehicle with a rollcage and is made in the USA. 

DAYSTAR

800.595.7659

www.daystarweb.com

 PRP SEATS
PRP Seats introduces the XC Suspension Seat, its newest model for the 

Polaris RZR and additional side-by-side models. The XC features an 

all-new frame and design with five color options for additional custom-

ization. The contoured sides and open hip bolsters allow for use of the 

stock seatbelts, while the front of the bolster is raised up for additional 

lateral containment. As with all of PRP’s seats, the XC bolts directly on 

to the RZR stock seat base and is compatible with the stock RZR slider. 

Mounts are available for Can-Am and Wildcat models. 

PRP SEATS

800.317.6253

www.prpseats.com

ADDICTIVE DESERT DESIGNS 
Addictive Desert Designs released its sleek and stylish Stealth 

R front bumper for Ram Rebel. Available with or without a 

winch, as well as Stealth side steps and Stealth rear bumper. 

ADD designed the bumper with protection in mind and it’s 

made of North American steel and features a 2-inch radius-

rolled and bent main tube, with 1.75-inch tubing as sup-

port, and plate steel for bolt-on mounting points. ADD uses 

aircraft-grade aluminum for the skidplate and stealth panels, 

both powdercoated satin black, while the rest of the bumper 

is a hammer black powdercoat. The Stealth R front bumper 

features their patent-pending 10-tab Universal Mount System 

that allows for 10 dualies, a combination of dualies and a 

20-inch bar or a 40-inch LED lightbar radius lightbar.

ADDICTIVE DESERT DESIGNS 

855.233.8992

www.addoffroad.com
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ORDER NOW:  
VermontBrownie.com r 1-800-745-8333

Give Mom something
as SWEET as she is!

Indulge with gourmet brownies.

Pure bliss in every bite.

DIG DEEPER.  
DIRTSPORTSNATION.COM

1-866-528-3402

Desert Rat Credit
Instant Approval - Apply On-Line

www.DesertRat.com

BFG AT KO2 on Fuel Trophy 551
285/70 R17 -------------on 17x8.5 ----------$1809.89

35/12.50 R17 -----------on 17x8.5 ----------- 1926.89

37/12.50 R17 -----------on 17x8.5 ----------- 2133.89

34/12.50 R18 ------------on 18x9 ------------ 2328.89

35/12.50 R18 ------------on 18x9 ------------ 2146.89

1,000’s of tire package deals on the Desert Rat website

Toyo M/T Open Ctry on 
Method Racing NV 305

285/75 R16 .................. on 16x8 ------------ $1770.98

285/70 R17 .................. on 17X8.5 ------------2113.98

35/12.50 R17 ............... on 17X8.5 ------------2105.98

35/12.50 R18 ............... on 18X9 ------------- 2332.98

n Ctry on

l T h 551

DS 0716
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APRIL 23-27, 2016
For those of us who love the rich history of off-road racing, the 

NORRA Mexican 1000 is the living embodiment of it. Their motto is 

“Honoring The Past, Forging The Future,” and this year’s event will be 

leaving the Ensenada line on April 23. Be there and see these histori-

cal vehicles as they were meant to be seen—at speed! Go to www.

norra.com for all the details.

Visit our Dirt Sports Nation   
page on facebook!

S.N.O.R.E.
www.snoreracing.net

FEB. 19-21, 2016 KING SHOCKS BATTLE AT 
PRIMM
PRIMM, NV

APR. 8-9, 2016 MOTION TIRE 300
RIDGECREST, CA

JUNE 10-11, 2016 CALIENTE 250
CALIENTE, NV

JULY 29-30, 2016 KC HI-LITES MIDNIGHT 
SPECIAL
JEAN, NV

SEPT. 23-24, 2016 PCI RACE RADIOS SNORE 
250
LUCERNE, CA

DEC. 9-11, 2016 MCKENZIES RAGE AT THE 
RIVER
LAUGHLIN, NV

ULTRA 4
www.ultraa4racing.com

JAN. 29-
FEB. 7, 2016 KING OF HAMMERS WEEK

LUCERNE, CA

SHORT-COURSE

LUCAS OIL OFF ROAD  
RACING SERIES
www.lucasoiloffroad.com

MAR. 19-20, 2016 WILD HORSE PASS
CHANDLER, AZ

APR. 23-24, 2016 LAKE ELSINORE
LAKE ELSINORE, CA

MAY 21-22 BAJA INTERNATIONAL 
SHORT- COURSE
ENSENADA, MEXICO

JUNE 18-19, 2016 TOOLE MOTORSPORTS 

SPORTS PARK

TOOLE, UT

JULY 18-19, 2016 GLEN HELEN MOTOR 

SPORTS PARK

SAN BERNARDINO, CA

AUG. 13-14 WILD WEST 

MOTORSPORTS PARK

SPARKS, NV

SEPT. 23-24, 2016 LAKE ELSINORE

LAKE ELSINORE, CA

WORCS
www.worcsracing.com

JAN. 8-10, 2016 ROUND 1

HONOLULU HILLS – TAFT, 

CA

JAN. 29-30 ROUND 2

BUFFALO BILLS – 

PRIMM, NV

FEB. 26-28, 2016 ROUND 3

SOUTH POINT CASINO – 

LAS VEGAS, NV

MAR. 18-20 ROUND 4/5

SXS/ATV ONLY

CRAZY HORSE – LAKE 

HAVASU, AZ

MAR. 25-27, 2016 ROUND 4/5

MOTORCYCLES ONLY

CRAZY HORSE – LAKE 

HAVASU, AZ

APR. 15-17, 2016 ROUND 6

SAND HOLLOW STATE 

PARK – HURRICANE, UT

MAY 6-8, 2016 ROUND 7

MOTORCYCLES ONLY

BLUE MOUNTAIN – 

WILSEYVILLE, CA

DESERT

BEST IN THE DESERT
www.bitd.com

JAN. 8-9, 2016 THR MOTORSPORTS 
PARKER 250  
PARKER, AZ

FEB. 4-7, 2016 BLUEWATER RESORT 
PARKER 425  
PARKER, AZ

APR. 1-3, 2016 32ND ANNUAL MOTION 
PRO NEVADA 200 TRIAL 
RIDE
CALIENTE, NEVADA

AUG. 17, 2016 GENERAL TIRE “VEGAS TO 
RENO” PRESENTED BY FOX
LAS VEGAS, NV

M.O.R.E. 
www.moreracing.net

JAN. 30, 2016 SLASH X DUEL IN THE 
DESERT
BARSTOW, CA 

APR. 9, 2016 SNORE/MORE RIDGECREST 
300
RIDGECREST, CA

MAY 21, 2016 MCKENZIE’S 400 
LUCERNE VALLEY, CA

JULY 16, 2016 FREEDOM 250 (NIGHT 
RACE)
BARSTOW, CA

SEPT. 24, 2016 MORE/SNORE 300
LUCERNE VALLEY, CA

OCT. 15, 2016 POWDER PUFF
BARSTOW, CA

DEC. 10-11, 2016 SNORE/MORE RAGE AT THE 
RIVER
LAUGHLIN, NV

N.O.R.R.A.
www.norra.com

APR. 23-27, 2016 GENERAL TIRE MEXICAN 
1000
BAJA, MX

SCORE INTERNATIONAL
www.score-international.com

FEB. 25-30, 2016 BUD LIGHT SCORE SAN 
FELIPE 250
SAN FELIPE, BAJA 
CALIFORNIA, MEXICO

APR. 14-17, 2016 2ND BUD LIGHT SCORE 
BAJA SUR 500
LA PAZ, BAJA CALIFORNIA 
SUR, MEXICO

JUNE 1-5, 2016 48TH BUD LIGHT SCORE 
BAJA 500
ENSENADA, BAJA 
CALIFORNIA, MEXICO

SEPT. 14-18, 2016 BUD LIGHT SCORE DESERT 
CHALLENGE PRESENTED 
BY ROSARITO BEACH
ROSARITO BEACH, BAJA 
CALIFORNIA, MEXICO

NOV. 16-20, 2016 49TH BUD LIGHT SCORE 
BAJA 1000
ENSENADA, BAJA 
CALIFORNIA, MEXICO



LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/22/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/22/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/22/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/22/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER

COUPON

SUPER

COUPON

SUPER

COUPON

SUPER

COUPON

How Does Harbor Freight 
Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools 

at the LOWEST Prices?

We have invested millions 
of dollars in our own 
state-of-the-art quality test 
labs and millions more in 
our factories, so our tools 
will go toe-to-toe with the 
top professional brands. 
And we can sell them for a 
fraction of the price because 
we cut out the middle man 
and pass the savings on to 
you. It’s just that simple! 
Come visit one of our 
600+ Stores Nationwide.

SUPER COUPON

20%
OFFANY 

SINGLE 
ITEM

Limit 1 coupon per customer per day.   Save 20% on any 1 item 
purchased. *Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or any of the 
following items or brands: Inside Track Club membership, extended 
service plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day parking lot sale item, 
compressors, fl oor jacks, saw mills,  storage cabinets, chests or carts, 
trailers, trenchers, welders, Admiral, Badland, CoverPro, Daytona, 
Diablo, Franklin, Hercules, Holt, Jupiter, Predator,  Stik-Tek, StormCat, 
Union, Vanguard, Viking.   Not valid on prior purchases. Non-
transferable. Original coupon must be presented.  Valid through 8/22/16. 

SUPER
 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/22/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/22/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/22/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/22/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/22/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER
 

COUPON

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/22/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER
 

COUPONWOWSUPER 
COUPON

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/22/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER COUPON

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior 
purchase. Coupon good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by 
calling 800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping 
& Handling charges may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-
transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 
8/22/16. Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day.

FREE
WITH ANY PURCHASE

600+ Stores
Nationwide

SUPER
 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON

Customer Rating

Customer Rating

3-1/2" SUPER BRIGHT

NINE LED ALUMINUM

FLASHLIGHT
LOT 69052 shown

69111/62522
62573/65020

VALUE

$499 

YOUR CHOICE

comp at 
$29.99

 TORQUE WRENCH ES

"Impressive Accuracy, 
Amazing Value"

– Car Craft Magazine

• Accuracy 
within ±4%

DRIVE LOT 

1/4" 2696/61277

3/8" 807/61276

1/2" 62431/239

Customer Rating

Item 239 
shown

$55555
comp at 
$999

8750 PEAK/7000 RUNNING WATTS
13 HP (420 CC)  GAS GENERATORS 

• 76 dB Noise Level766 dB Noise Level6 dB Noise Level

SUPER

   QUIET

LOT 68525/69677/63087/63088
 CALIFORNIA ONLY 

LOT  68530/ 63086/63085/69671 shown

 $59999 59999 

 7 FT. 4" x 9 FT. 6" 
ALL PURPOSE WEATHER 

RESISTANT TARP 
LOT 69115/69137

69249/69129/69121/877 shown

comp at $9.38  
 $399 

SAVE 
57%

SAVE 
$339

 2 PIECE VEHICLE 
WHEEL DOLLIES 

LOT 60343  
67338  shown

• 1500 lb. capacity

 $4999 comp at 
$99 .99 

Customer Rating

 $1499 
comp at $59.97

LOT 61637 shown 
5889/62281

 29 PIECE TITANIUM 
NITRIDE COATED

HIGH SPEED STEEL
DRILL BIT SET 

Customer Rating

 $15999 

 2.5 HP, 21 GALLON 
125 PSI VERTICAL 
AIR COMPRESSOR 

LOT  69091/67847  shown
61454/61693/62803

comp at 
$499  

 90 AMP FLUX 
WIRE WELDER 

comp at 
$149.99 $9999 

• No Gas Required

999

WE CARRY 
A FULL LINE OF 
WELDING WIRE

LOT   61849/62719
68887 shown

SAVE 
$50

SAVE 
$180

 30", 5 DRAWER 
TOOL CART 

 $16999 
comp at $349 .99 

• 704 lb. 
capacity

LOT  69397 
61427

95272 shown

comp at $29.97

$1799

4-1/2" HEAVY DUTY 
 ANGLE GRINDER SAVE 

39%
LOT 60372

91223 shown

SAVE 
54%

 $3199 
comp at $69 .99 

60 LED SOLAR 
SECURITY LIGHT

LOT 62534/69643 shown
Includes 6V, 

900 mAh NiCd 
battery pack.

LOT  60706 /62319
68056 shown

RAPID PUMP® 

4 TON HEAVY DUTY 
STEEL FLOOR JACK

• Weighs 105 lbs.

 $10999 

 $1199 

comp at 
$199 .99 

SAVE 
60%

SAVE 
$90

Customer Rating

WOW SUPER COUPON

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 8/22/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

$6999  $8999 $8999 

comp at $159.99

2500 LB.
ELECTRIC WINCH 

WITH WIRELESS 
REMOTE CONTROL

LOT 61258  shown

61840 /61297/68146

SAVE 
$90

WOW SUPER COUPON

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 8/22/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SAVE 
59% YOUR 

CHOICE

• 5 mil 
thickness

SIZE LOT 

MED 68496/61363

LG 68497/61360

X-LG 68498/61359

Item 
68498 
shown

comp at 
$14.97 $799 $77$ 99 $599

POWDER-FREE NITRILE GLOVES 
PACK OF 100

WOW SUPER COUPON

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 8/22/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

$9999 $11999 11999 

6.5 HP  (212 CC) OHV

HORIZONTAL SHAFT GAS ENGINES  

LOT 68121/69727 shown

CALIFORNIA ONLY

LOT   60363/69730  

comp at $328

SAVE 
$228

FREE

8750 PEAK/7000 RUNNING WATTS
13 HP (420 CC) GAS GENERATORS

99

7 FT. 4" x 9 FT. 6"
ALL PURPOSE WEATHER

RESISTANT TARP

2 PIECE VEHICLE
WHEEL DOLLIES

29 PIECE TITANIUM
NITRIDE COATED

HIGH SPEED STEEL
DRILL BIT SETDRILL BIT SET

2.5 HP, 21 GALLON
125 PSI VERTICAL
AIR COMPRESSOR

2500 LB.
ELECTRIC WINCH
WITH WIRELESS
REMOTE CONTROLREMOTE CONTROL

$

POWDER-FREE NITRILE GLOVES
PACK OF 100

6.5 HP  (212 CC) OHV

HORIZONTAL SHAFT GAS ENGINES

599



BUG BASHING BAJA STYLEBUG BASHING BAJA STYLE
1985 BAJA 1000 CLASS 5/1600 CHAMPIONSHIP

WORDS AND IMAGES  //  JIM OBER

74

Vaya con Dios
from the staff of Dirt Sports 

was 215 miles down course. Steele was 

gaining on them though and all three 

drivers, Jones, Devercelly, and Steele 

were in the BFG pits at the same time 

fueling up, getting fresh rubber, and 

having various things tightened up. Five 

miles before the road crossing at Santa 

Ines, Devercelly was passed as he was 

stuck in a silt bed. 

Steele was soon having problems of 

his own, and started to bog down in the 

sand on the beach. Luckily, there was 

plenty of ice plant growing, which gave 

good traction, so he ran on it and luckily 

continued on without getting stuck. At 

last, 100 miles later, the car was turned 

over to Johnson in the dark. 

Driving in Baja at night is the perfect 

role for Johnny Johnson, and there were 

few drivers that were as fast as he in that 

situation. He took three class champion-

ships (70, 72, and 73) in Class 1 and all 

were won by him driving a final leg in 

Baja in the dark.

“Dust was our biggest problem (at 

night). On Diablo Dry Lake, I was running 

with only one headlight that allowed me 

to see better. I came up on one driver 

who thought I was a bike and he let me 

by. I started getting a flat on the final 

stretch coming into the finish, but eased 

off and made it OK,” said Johnson at the 

finish line. And despite some additional 

fuel pump problems, Johnson had won 

his ninth Baja 1000 class win, in one of 

seven different classes over 18 years, 

which was close to being a record in the 

day. Steele was also credited with the 

class championship.

Mark Steele commented afterward, 

“We ran real strong at the top of the 

race. It was real dirty and dusty out 

there, but a good race for a 50-year-old, 

300-pound man,” Johnson, Steele, and 

their crew had to wait seven long min-

utes at the finish line to see if they had 

won, which they did. 

POSTSCRIPT:

• Steele’s racing isn’t his only Baja 

achievement: In the past up to pres-

ent day, he and his son Cameron 

(Trophy Truck owner/driver) devote 

a lot of time and effort to supporting 

Bill Lawrence’s orphanage at Rancho 

Santa Marta. They do a lot of fundrais-

ers, which has raised $85,000 to date. 

Also, Mark takes pride in introducing 

the Mears brothers, Roger and Rick, to 

Baja in the early ’70s. “We took them 

on their very first Baja prerun,” said 

Mark. “They loved it, and soon started 

racing down here.”

• Johnny Johnson’s love for Baja led 

him to retire in La Paz, where he lives 

comfortably today.

The 1985 Baja 1000 was a notable 

event; this was the first time a Class 10 

car, driven by Steve Sourapas and Dave 

Richardson won the overall.

It was also the scene of a classic battle 

for the 5/1600 (1600cc engined Baja Bugs) 

class championship. 

The top names in this class battle were 

R.C. Jones in his famous Baja bug “The 

Tar Baby,” soon-to-be Baja legend Andy 

Devercelley and top Baja class winner 

Johnny Johnson, with car owner Mark 

Steele as his codriver of record. 

This Baja 1000 was to be a loop race, 

covering lot of familiar territory to the 

seasoned Baja veterans. It went through 

Ojos Negros, down to Mike’s Sky Ranch, 

over to the Pacific Coast to Camalu, 

along the Pacific Coast all the way to 

the silt beds near Punta Prienta, then 

across the Peninsula and north over the 

treacherous Three Sisters, to San Felipe, 

across Diablo Dry Lake, and then caught 

the same course that they were on earlier 

back to Ensenada. The total distance of 

the race was 822 miles, which is a long 

way in a 5/1600 car with the limited sus-

pension of the day. 

Steele, with co-rider Craig Stewart 

(Ivan’s son), was behind the wheel off the 

start and was to take it to Punta Prieta 

(halfway point) where Johnny Johnson 

was waiting. Jones and Devercelley 

started ahead of Steele and were ahead 

of him all the way to Santa Maria, which 

Left to Right: Driver Steve 

Wolcott congratulates 

Mark Steele and Johnny 

Johnson after their class 

win at the ‘85 Baja 1000.



WARNING: The Polaris RZR® can be hazardous to operate and is not intended for on-road use. Driver must be at lea   

old with a valid driver’s license to operate. Passengers must be at least 12 years old. Drivers and passengers should a y  

helmets, eye protection, and seat belts. Always use cab nets or doors (as equipped).  Never engage in stunt driving    

excessive speeds and sharp turns. Riding and alcohol/ drugs don’t mix.  All drivers should take a safety training  

800-342-3764 for additional information. Check local laws before riding on trails. ©2016 Polaris Industries Inc. 

INTRODUCING THE ALL-NEW 144HP RZR XP® TURBO EPS

Experience 144-horsepower of instant turbo-charged acceleration, legendary razor sharp handling, and the 

industry’s smoothest, most powerful ride — only in the all-new RZR XP® Turbo EPS. Completely reengineered 

from the ground up, it’s the most agile  high pe f  t k . 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT POLARISRZR COM.

RAZOR SHARP PERFORMANCE HAS

OFFICIALLY BEEN TURBOCHARGED

ast 16 years

always wear

g, and avoid

course. Call

e most agile, high-performance stock off-road machine available. Period.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT POLARISRZR.COM.

SEE THE COMPLETE LINE AT

POLARISRZR.COM

ALL-NEW RZR® S 1000 EPS



CELEBRATING 40 YEARS

 In 1976, BFGoodrich reacted to demand for an off-road tire by 

creating the All-Terrain category. The ultimate torture test of the 

new off-road tire’s capabilities? The grueling Baja 1000 desert race.

 The tire evolved post-race into a rugged, three-ply light-truck 

tire, which officially debuted in 1976 as the first Radial® All-

Terrain T/A, available in one size: 12R15/B.

 The groundbreaking T/A captured victories in 1977’s 

SCORE Baja 500 and 1000 races, all the while proving 

to be a tough off-road tire that maintained the 

durability and longevity of an on-road tire.

 BFGoodrich ultimately became the Official Tire 

of SCORE, and in 1986 the second-generation 

Radial All-Terrain T/A tire won the Baja 1000. 

BFGoodrich’s third-generation Radial All-Terrain 

T/A was released in 1999, which was the first of 

the KO series of this tire.

 The 4th generation of the BFGoodrich All-Terrain 

T/A launched in 2014, as the All-Terrain T/A KO2.

 BFGoodrich proudly celebrates both 

its 40 years of partnership with the 

historic race series and its own 27 

Baja 1000 victories. 

 Today, BFGoodrich offers 10 product lines for LT—and three 

of them boast “Baja Champion” on the sidewall, including 

the newest generation, the All-Terrain T/A KO2.

ADVERTISING

How the BFGoodrich
®

 All-Terrain T/A
®

 Became a Game-Changer in Off-Road Motorsports

of BFGoodrich® in the Baja 1000


