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2015 MLB AWARD WINNERS

(Top Five Vote-Getters)

ROOKIE OF THE YEAR AWARD
AMERICAN LEAGUE
Player, Team Pos. Vote Pts.
Carlos Correa, Astros SS 124
Francisco Lindor, Indians SS 109
Miguel Sano, Twins DH 20
Roberto Osuna, Blue Jays RP 8
Billy Burns, A’s CF 6

NATIONAL LEAGUE
Player, Team Pos. Vote Pts.
Kris Bryant, Cubs 3B 150
Matt Duffy, Giants 3B 70
Jung Ho Kang, Pirates SS 28
Noah Syndergaard, Mets P 16
Justin Bour, Marlins 1B 4

CY YOUNG AWARD
AMERICAN LEAGUE
Pitcher, Team T Vote Pts.
Dallas Keuchel, Astros L 186
David Price, Det./Tor. L 143
Sonny Gray, A’s R 82
Chris Sale, White Sox L 30
Chris Archer, Rays R 29

NATIONAL LEAGUE
Pitcher, Team T Vote Pts.
Jake Arrieta, Cubs R 169
Zack Greinke, Dodgers R 147
Clayton Kershaw, Dodgers L 101
Gerrit Cole, Pirates R 40
Max Scherzer, Nationals R 32

MOST VALUABLE PLAYER AWARD
AMERICAN LEAGUE
Player, Team Pos. Vote Pts.
Josh Donaldson, Blue Jays 3B 385
Mike Trout, Angels CF 304
Lorenzo Cain, Royals CF 225
Manny Machado, Orioles 3B 158
Dallas Keuchel, Astros P 107

NATIONAL LEAGUE
Player, Team Pos. Vote Pts.
Bryce Harper, Nationals RF 420
Paul Goldschmidt, D’backs 1B 234
Joey Votto, Reds 1B 175
Anthony Rizzo, Cubs 1B 162
Andrew McCutchen, Pirates CF 139

GOLD GLOVE WINNERS

AMERICAN LEAGUE Pos. NATIONAL LEAGUE
Eric Hosmer..........................1B .........Paul Goldschmidt, Ari.
Jose Altuve, Hou...................2B .........Dee Gordon, Mia.
Manny Machado, Bal. ...........3B .........Nolan Arenado, Col.
Alcides Escobar, K.C. ............SS .........Brandon Crawford, S.F.
Yoenis Cespedes, Det............LF..........Starling Marte, Pit.
Kevin Kiermaier, T.B. .............CF..........A.J. Pollock, Ari.
Kole Calhoun, L.A. ................RF .........Jason Heyward, St.L.
Salvador Perez, K.C. ..............C ..........Yadier Molina, St.L.
Dallas Keuchel, Hou...............P ..........Zack Greinke, L.A.

SILVER SLUGGER WINNERS
Pos. NATIONAL LEAGUE

Miguel Cabrera, Det. .............1B .........Paul Goldschmidt, Ari.
Jose Altuve, Hou...................2B .........Dee Gordon, Mia.
Josh Donaldson, Tor. ............3B .........Nolan Arenado, Col.
Xander Bogaerts, Bos. ..........SS .........Brandon Crawford, S.F.
Mike Trout, L.A. ....................OF .........Bryce Harper, Wash.
Nelson Cruz, Sea. .................OF .........Andrew McCutchen, Pit.
J.D. Martinez, Det. ................OF .........Carlos Gonzalez, Col.
Brian McCann, N.Y.................C ..........Buster Posey, S.F.
Kendrys Morales, K.C. ........DH/P .......Madison Bumgarner, S.F.

Jose Altuve

Kris Bryant

Josh Donaldson

Jake Arrieta

Eric Hosmer

BRYCE HARPER 
WASHINGTON 

NATIONALS

CARLOS CORREA

GERRIT COLE
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MANAGER OF THE YEAR AWARD

AMERICAN LEAGUE 1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place
Manager, Team Votes Votes Votes
Jeff Banister, Rangers 17 8 3
A.J. Hinch, Astros 8 13 3
Paul Molitor, Twins 2 3 14

NATIONAL LEAGUE 1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place
Manager, Team Votes Votes Votes
Joe Maddon, Cubs 18 11 1
Mike Matheny, Cardinals 9 12 6
Terry Collins, Mets 3 7 13

It’s A Draw
Players who tied for a league home-run title
since 1920 when the live-ball era began.

AMERICAN LEAGUE
Year HR Player, Team
1931 46 Babe Ruth, Yankees

Lou Gehrig, Yankees
1935 36 Jimmie Foxx, A’s

Hank Greenberg, Tigers
1959 42 Rocky Colavito, Indians

Harmon Killebrew, Senators
1967 44 Carl Yastrzemski, Red Sox

Harmon Killebrew, Twins
1975 36 George Scott, Brewers

Reggie Jackson, A’s
1980 41 Reggie Jackson, Yankees

Ben Oglivie, Brewers
1981 22 Tony Armas, A’s

Dwight Evans, Red Sox
Bobby Grich, Angels
Eddie Murray, Orioles

1982 39 Reggie Jackson, Angels
Gorman Thomas, Brewers

1991 44 Cecil Fielder, Tigers
Jose Canseco, A’s

2009 39 Carlos Pena, Rays
Mark Teixeira, Yankees

NATIONAL LEAGUE
Year HR Player, Team
1927 30 Hack Wilson, Cubs

Cy Williams, Phillies
1928 31 Hack Wilson, Cubs

Jim Bottomley, Cardinals
1932 38 Chuck Klein, Phillies

Mel Ott, Giants
1934 35 Ripper Collins, Cardinals

Mel Ott, Giants
1937 31 Joe Medwick, Cardinals

Mel Ott, Giants
1947 51 Ralph Kiner, Pirates

Johnny Mize, Giants
1948 40 Ralph Kiner, Pirates

Johnny Mize, Giants
1952 37 Ralph Kiner, Pirates

Hank Sauer, Cubs
1963 44 Willie McCovey, Giants

Hank Aaron, Braves
1984 36 Mike Schmidt, Phillies

Dale Murphy, Braves
2013 36 Paul Goldschmidt, D’backs

Pedro Alvarez, Pirates
2015 42 Bryce Harper, Nationals

Nolan Arenado, Rockies

Joe Maddon Jeff Banister

BABE RUTH

DALE MURPHY

Mark Teixeira Carlos Pena
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PHOTO DECEPTION
I am looking at your picture of Carl

Furillo on page 8 of the Nov./Dec.
issue of Baseball Digest. Carl Furillo
indeed wore No. 6, but he both hit
and threw right-handed—I’m old
enough to remember.  The picture is
of a left-handed player. Does the
bandage explain this apparent aber-
ration on Carl’s left hand? Please
explain.                              John Dowdy

Arlington, TX

For those of us who followed baseball in the 1950s, it cer-
tainly was a surprise to see a photograph of Carl Furillo
(Nov./Dec. 2015, pg. 8) as a left-handed player. Of course he
wasn’t. Furillo was a right fielder for the Brooklyn Dodgers
known for possessing one of the great (right) arms in base-
ball history Edward Dermon  

Roslyn Heights, NY
Carl Furillo was a right-hander and the image we used in

the Nov./Dec. issue, showing him as a left-hander, was a posed
photo. If you look closely in the picture, you will notice a heav-
ily wrapped finger on Furillo's left hand. The photo was taken
in 1953, the year he won the N.L. batting title despite missing
time due to a fractured knuckle on the little finger of his left
hand.

Furillo suffered the injury in a game on Sept. 6, when he
was hit by a pitch thrown by New York Giants pitcher Ruben
Gomez. Furillo believed Giants manager Leo Durocher
ordered the hit, and barked at Durocher as he headed to first
base. Furillo and Durocher exchanged words before a bench-
clearing melee ensued. Furillo had the New York skipper in a
headlock, but when the fracas was broken up, it was the
Dodgers right fielder who walked away with a broken finger.
Furillo claimed Durocher bent his little finger back during
their wrestling match.

100-RBI SEASON WITH MULTIPLE TEAMS
The Nov./Dec. 2015 edition of Baseball Digest had a list of

players who hit 30 or more home runs while splitting a sea-
son with two teams. Shouldn’t Gus Zernial in theory be
included on that list? In 1951, he hit 33 home runs while
splitting the season with the Chicago White Sox and
Philadelphia Athletics.  

He hit zero home runs for the Sox and all 33 home runs
for the A’s, leading the American League in that category.
In addition, Zernial led the A.L. in RBI in 1951, knocking in
129 (four with the White Sox and 125 with the A’s).

Has there ever been another player who led his league in
home runs and RBI while splitting a season with two or
more teams?  Also, how many other players have knocked
in 100 or more runs while splitting a season with two or
more teams? Chuck Gagliardi

Philadelphia, PA

In theory, Gus Zernial could be listed as a player who hit 30
or more homers in a season while splitting the year with two
teams, but our qualification for a player to make the list was
that he must have hit at least one home run with each club.
Therefore, Zernial did not qualify because he did not hit a
home run for the White Sox in the four games he played for
them in 1951. Then he clubbed a league-high 33 homers for the
A’s in 139 games.

Zernial is the only player to lead his league in homers and
RBI while splitting the season with two clubs. 

On 38 occasions, 35 different players have totaled 100 or
more RBI in a season while splitting the year between two or
more clubs. Fred McGriff, Mark Teixeira and Yoenis Cespedes
are the only players to do it more than once, with Cespedes the
only batter to achieve it in consecutive seasons. Mike Piazza is
the only player in MLB history to record at least 100 RBI in a
season while driving in at least one run for three different
teams. In 1998, Piazza finished the year with 111 RBI—76 for the
Mets, 30 with the Dodgers, and five as a member of the Marlins.

See the accompanying chart.

PLAYERS WITH 100-RBI SEASONS WHILE
PLAYING WITH TWO TEAMS

(To qualify, player must have driven home at 
least one run for each club he played for)

YEAR PLAYER TEAM (RBI) TEAM (RBI) TOTAL
1902 Charlie Hickman Red Sox (16) Indians (94) 110
1930 Goose Goslin Senators (38) Browns (100) 138
1932 Smead Jolley White Sox (7) Red Sox (99) 106
1935 Moose Solters Red Sox (8) Browns (104) 112
1936 Chuck Klein Cubs (18) Phillies (86) 104
1945 Buster Adams Phillies (8) Cardinals (101) 109
1951 Gus Zernial White Sox (4) A’s (125) 129
1953 Ray Boone Indians (21) Tigers (93) 114
1953 Ralph Kiner Pirates (29) Cubs (87) 116
1975 Willie Montanez Phillies (16) Giants (85) 101
1993 Fred McGriff Padres (46) Braves (55) 101
1996 Cecil Fielder Tigers (80) Yankees (37) 117
1996 Greg Vaughn Brewers (95) Padres (22) 117
1997 Mark McGwire A’s (81) Cardinals (42) 123
1999 Harold Baines Orioles (81) Indians (22) 103
1999 Tony Batista D’backs (21) Blue Jays (79) 100
2000 David Justice Indians (58) Yankees (60) 118
2000 David Segui Rangers (57) Indians (46) 103
2001 Jermaine Dye Royals (47) A’s (59) 106
2001 Fred McGriff Devil Rays (61) Cubs (41) 102
2002 Scott Rolen Phillies (66) Cardinals (44) 110
2003 Aramis Ramirez Pirates (67) Cubs (39) 106
2004 Carlos Beltran Royals (51) Astros (53) 104
2006 Bobby Abreu Phillies (65) Yankees (42) 107
2006 Carlos Lee Brewers (81) Rangers (35) 116
2007 Mark Teixeira Rangers (49) Braves (56) 105
2008 Jason Bay Pirates (64) Red Sox (37) 101
2008 Adam Dunn Reds (74) D’backs (26) 100
2008 Manny Ramirez Red Sox (68) Dodgers (53) 121
2008 Mark Teixeira Braves (78) Angels (43) 121
2009 Matt Holliday A’s (54) Cardinals (55) 109
2009 Victor Martinez Indians (67) Red Sox (41) 108
2012 Adrian Gonzalez Red Sox (86) Dodgers (22) 108
2012 Hunter Pence Phillies (59) Giants (45) 104
2013 Alfonso Soriano Cubs (51) Yankees (50) 101
2014 Yoenis Cespedes A’s (67) Red Sox (33) 100
2015 Yoenis Cespedes Tigers (61) Mets (44) 105

THREE TEAMS

YEAR PLAYER TEAM (RBI) TEAM (RBI) TEAM (RBI) TOTAL

1998 Mike Piazza Dodgers (30) Marlins (5) Mets (76) 111
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FRED McGRIFF

ARAMIS RAMIREZ

HUNTER PENCE

YOENIS CESPEDES

CARL FURILLO
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WORLD SERIES GAME WITHOUT A WHIFF
Is it true that there were no strikeouts in the final game

of the 1960 World Series, the game in which Bill Mazeroski
hit the walk-off homer? Have there been any World Series
games in which neither team recorded a strikeout? 

Edward Dermon
Roslyn Heights NY  

Since the World Series began in 1903, there have been only
10 occurrences in which a team did not have a player go
down on strikes in a game. Game 7 of the 1960 World Series is
the only contest that featured no strikeouts by either team.
The last club to not strike out in a World Series game was the
Anaheim Angels in Game 2 of the 2002 Series against the San
Francisco Giants.

TEAMS WITHOUT A STRIKEOUT IN A 
WORLD SERIES GAME
YEAR TEAM GAME

1918 Chicago Cubs 2

1918 Chicago Cubs 4

1921 New York Yankees 2

1950 New York Yankees 1

1951 New York Giants 6

1952 Brooklyn Dodgers 3

1960 Pittsburgh Pirates 2

1960 Pittsburgh Pirates 7

1960 New York Yankees 7

2002 Anaheim Angels 2

SALUTING THE ROCK
No athlete, past or present, has the label “iconic Cleveland

sports hero” attached to him like the Rock. Rocky Colavito’s
biggest achievements include four consecutive home runs
in a nine-inning game; winning the 1959 A.L. home-run
crown; being pictured on the cover of Time magazine; being
traded to Detroit by Cleveland general manager Frank
“Trader” Lane; clubbing 374 “genuine dead-ball era” career
home runs; and his last hoorah, pitching for the Yankees
while hitting the game-winning home run. 

Mr. Colavito, my sports hero, belongs in baseball's Hall
of Fame. Nobody wore the Indians uniform with more
pride, honor and character like him. Oh, what a role
model he was for kids from my childhood.

Norm Fetzer  
West Linn, OR

Colavito was a superb player and outstanding role model for
young fans during his career. He hit 374 lifetime homers, high-
lighted by three 40-homer seasons and an A.L.-best 42 home
runs in 1959. On June 10, 1959, he became the seventh player in
baseball history to club four home runs in one game. He also
led the junior circuit with 108 RBI for Cleveland in 1965. 

He was pictured on the cover of Time on Aug. 24, 1959.
Indians GM Frank Lane traded the Rock on April 17, 1960, to
the Tigers for A.L. batting champion Harvey Kuenn.

Colavito pitched only one game for the Yankees, a 2.2-inning
appearance against the Tigers on Aug. 25, 1968, at Yankee
Stadium. In that contest, he yielded one hit and two walks, but
surrendered no runs and struck out one batter (Dick
Tracewski). Colavito was credited with the victory, but did not
hit a game-winning home run. New York trailed 5-1 in the bot-
tom of the sixth inning before scoring five runs behind a Bill
Robinson three-run homer and a solo shot by Bobby Cox.
Colavito walked following the two home runs and eventually
scored the winning run on a Jake Gibbs RBI single.

JOHNSON’S FOOTNOTE
Late in the 2015 season, the New York Mets made a num-

ber of notable acquisitions to boost their postseason
chances. One of them, utilityman Kelly Johnson, has an
interesting footnote in baseball history. From 2012-2014,
Johnson played for every team in the A.L. East. He played
for Toronto (2012), Tampa Bay (2013), and Baltimore, New
York and Boston in 2014. He’s the only player to do so.

Casey Pazzalia
Liberty, NY

Yes, Kelly Johnson is the first player to play for every
American League East team since MLB switched to six divi-
sions in 1994.

LOWEST BA WITH 1.000 OPS
I understand that a player’s OPS is calculated by adding

his on-base percentage and slugging percentage together.
What I would like to know is what player holds the lowest

batting average during a season in which
he registered an OPS of 1.000 or higher?

Zack Corrales
Washington, D.C. 

Mark McGwire holds the distinction for
the lowest batting average in a season

in which his OPS was 1.000 or
higher. He finished the 1997 sea-

son with a .274 batting aver-
age and 1.039 OPS playing

for the A’s and Cardinals.
Next behind McGwire

are Reggie Jackson (.275
BA/1.018 OPS) for

Oakland in 1969, and
Jim Edmonds (.275
BA/1.002 OPS) for
St. Louis in 2003.

KELLY
JOHNSON
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SWITCH-PITCHERS
We’ve all heard of switch-hitters, but have

there ever been any switch-pitchers? If so,
could you name them and the teams they
pitched for? Michael Moloney

Altoona, PA
According to our research, the

ambidextrous pitchers who pitched both
right- and left-handed in the major
leagues include 19th-century pitchers
Tony Mullane, Elton Chamberlain,
Larry Corcoran and George Wheeler.
Modern-era pitchers to use both arms
are Greg A. Harris, who pitched for
nine major-league teams during his 15-
year career (1981-1995), and Pat
Venditte, who pitched for the Oakland
A’s in 2015. 

30 HR WITH LESS THAN 100 RBI
Looking back at the 2015 MLB sea-

son, I noticed something that I
don’t believe I’ve seen before. I
counted nine players who hit over 30
home runs but failed to drive in at
least 100 runs. Seven of them hit 35 or
more and five hit 40 or more. Just outside
the 30-HR mark, a player hit 26 and managed
only 54 RBI. Has there ever been a year with that many

players hitting 30 or more homers without driving
in at least 100 runs? Mike Lanier

Stafford Springs, CT
A player hitting 30 or more homers in a season
without registering 100 RBI has been some-

what common: 238 major-league players
have done it 357 times. Players with the
most 30-homer seasons without 100 RBI
are Mickey Mantle (6), Hank Aaron (5),
Eddie Mathews (5), Frank Robinson (5) and
Dave Kingman (5).

In 2015, nine MLB players posted 30
homers and less than 100 RBI, tied for the
eighth most (2008) in a single big-league
season. The most occurrences were 14 in
2012; 12 in 2011; 11 in 1987, 2004 and

2009; and 10 in 1997 and 2007. 
Eighteen players have recorded a 40-

homer season with fewer than 100 RBI.
Three of those 18 players—Adam Dunn,
Aaron and Mantle—are the only sluggers to
do it multiple times. Five players did it in
2015, the most ever in a single season. The pre-
vious high mark was two in 1969, 1973, 1994

and 2006.

MARK
BUEHRLE
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BUEHRLE COMES UP SHORT
Mark Buehrle had 14 consecutive seasons with

200 or more innings pitched and fell just short of
that mark in 2015, finishing the year with 198.2
innings. Could you please list pitchers who have
the most consecutive seasons with 200 or more
innings pitched? David Talberg

Holt, MI 
Since 1900, 13 pitchers have had a streak of 13 or

more consecutive seasons with 200-plus innings
pitched. Warren Spahn holds the longest skein dur-
ing that span with 17. Among the 13 pitchers on the
list, 10 are Hall of Famers.

MOST CONSECUTIVE SEASONS WITH 200 IP
(SINCE 1900)

YRS. PITCHER SEASONS

17 Warren Spahn + 1947-1963

15 Don Sutton + 1966-1980

15 Gaylord Perry + 1966-1980

14 Christy Mathewson + 1901-1914

14 Phil Niekro + 1967-1980

14 Greg Maddux + 1988-2001

14 Mark Buehrle 2001-2014

13 Eddie Plank + 1901-1913

13 Red Ruffing + 1928-1940

13 Paul Derringer 1931-1942

13 Bobo Newsom 1934-1946

13 Tom Seaver + 1967-1979

13 Steve Carlton + 1968-1980

+ Indicates Hall of Famer WARREN SPAHN

DON SUTTON

BASEBALL DIGEST WELCOMES LETTERS FROM READERS. 
Full name, city and state or province must be included. Mail to: 

The Fans Speak Out, Baseball Digest, 990 Grove Street, Evanston, IL
60201-4370 or email to: letters@baseballdigest.com

MICKEY
MANTLE
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A
lthough shortstop Alcides Escobar was voted
American League Championship Series MVP and
catcher Salvador Perez captured World Series MVP

honors, each and every player on the roster personified
the driving spirit of the world champion Kansas City
Royals.

Take Christian Colon, for example. He
appeared in only 43 games during the reg-
ular season and didn’t make a single post-
season appearance until the deciding
game of the World Series. And fittingly,
he received credit for the game-winning
hit with a pinch-hit single in the top of
the 12th to give the Royals a
lead they would never
relinquish. 

Another example
of team character is
star first baseman
Eric Hosmer. He
uncharacteristical-
ly was charged with
two of the Royals’
three errors in 16
postseason games.
He batted only .212,
but the three-time Gold
Glove winner played hard
with hustle and extreme
intensity, which helped
fuel Kansas City to its first
title in 30 years. He never got
down or out of his game over
miscues or missed opportunities. He
believed in his club’s and his own ability
to overcome any obstacle in their path.

“It’s the best,” Hosmer said after finishing off the Mets
in the Fall Classic. “We came back and won a world cham-
pionship. Words can’t even describe how awesome this
feels right now. I couldn’t have done it with a better group
of guys. We battled since Day 1, with many of us playing
together in the minor leagues. This is an unbelievable
feeling.”

The Royals possessed an ineffable quality of strength
and determination to win. Resilient. That may be the best
word to describe the Kansas City Royals. Their brand of
teamwork paid big dividends during a season that pro-
duced 95 wins and an 11-5 postseason run, eliminating
such challenging opponents as the Houston Astros,
Toronto Blue Jays and New York Mets.

Kansas City proved its resiliency throughout the play-
offs, most notably in the fourth game of the American
League Division Series and in Game 5 of the World Series.

In the best-of-five ALDS, the Royals were down two
games to one to the Astros and trailed 6-2 going into the

top of the eighth inning of Game 4 in Houston. Kansas
City scored five runs—four before the first out was
made—on five hits, an error and two walks. With a 7-6
lead, the Royals brought in closer Wade Davis, who retired
the Astros in order in the bottom of the eighth. The Royals

scored two insurance runs in the ninth before
Davis closed it out, forcing a fifth and decid-

ing game, which the Royals won, 7-2.
In Game 5 of the World Series, the Royals

led three games to one over the Mets, but
were up against New York ace Matt Harvey.
Through eight innings, the Mets had a 2-0
lead with Harvey limiting the Royals to

four hits and two walks. The right-
handed ace was dominating

the A.L. champions with
nine strikeouts. 

But then came the
ninth inning. The
Royals, with their

backs against the wall,
put together another

miraculous comeback
by tying the game

against Harvey before
winning it in extra-
innings, 7-2, for the

World Series title.     
“If that game does-

n’t epitomize what our
club is all about,” pitcher

Chris Young said, “then I
don’t know what does.”

Kansas City trailed in 13 of the
club’s 16 playoff games in 2015, includ-

ing all five games in both the ALDS and World Series.
Among the Royals’ 106 victories (95 in the regular season
and 11 in the postseason), they trailed in 51 of them.

“You guys know what we do all season,” said Salvador
Perez after Game 5 of the World Series. “We never quit. We
never put our heads down. We never think about, ‘OK, the
game is over.’ No. We always compete to the last out. And
that’s what we did tonight.”

“Once we tied it, I said, ‘We’ve got this game,’” manager
Ned Yost added. “Just because our bullpen is so good. So
really, after we tied it, I felt totally relaxed. I even said, ‘My
heart should be beating faster than it is.’”

The Royals were more than a team with the ability to
comeback to win a ballgame. The club was mentally tough
with the capacity to fight hard in each game—believing
they could win every time they took the field. Their
offense had a special ability to respond when their oppo-
nents scored—whether it was to take the lead, tie the score
or close the gap in a close game. The Royals had a swift
and often a game-winning response.

WARMUP TOSSES By Bob Kuenster, Editor

ROYALS PERSONIFIED SPIRIT
OF WINNING IN 2015
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All season long, the Royals received 
contributions from everyone, including veterans

Eric Hosmer and Alcides Escobar, and 
little-used WS Game 7 hero Christian Colon.



“This team never backs down,” said Yost. “No matter
what the score is or the situation we’re in, these guys come
together and find a way to battle and win. That’s certainly
not the way it’s planned, because you never want to lose or
be losing in a game. 

“But the players on this club are great defensively, run the
bases well and play the game the right way—and that cre-
ates opportunities to score runs. And they know that when
we have the lead late in the game, with the type of bullpen
we have, it’s going to be tough for any team to beat us.” 

Despite trailing in all five games of the 2015 Series, the
Royals won three of those contests after trailing in the eighth
inning or later. They won Games 1 and 5 in extra innings. 

Depth was another resource in Kansas City’s arsenal.

The Royals had the talent to prevail over the course of a
162-game season, often winning games in the late innings. 

Like most championship teams, the Royals did not
become a World Series contender overnight. They built
and rebuilt with financial constraints and mixed results.

After winning the 1985 World Series, the Royals went the
next 29 years without a postseason appearance. During that
long playoff drought, the club suffered through 22 losing sea-
sons, including eight last-place finishes and 13 years with 90

or more defeats. And during that process, several top players
departed—Johnny Damon, Carlos Beltran, Jermaine Dye,
Zack Greinke and James Shields to name a few.

But general manager Dayton Moore’s retooling project
showed signs of life in 2013, when the Royals went 86-76 in
the A.L. Central and finished in third place.

The following year, the Royals earned a wild-card playoff
berth with 89 victories and began to showcase their never-
say-die approach by upsetting the Oakland A’s in a dramat-
ic come-from-behind victory in the wild-card game. With
their confidence beaming, they swept the Angels in the
ALDS and the Orioles in the ALCS before falling to the San

Francisco Giants in a seven-game
World Series that came down to the

final at-bat with the tying run on third base.
“We think about it quite often,” Hosmer said about los-

ing the 2014 World Series. “I’ve said it before, and I’ll say it
again: I think that’s kind of something that we all turn to
mentally, to kind of remember points in time during the
season where your team isn’t going too well. In September,
we started to slide a little bit before we bounced back. I just
think everyone kind of relates back to losing Game 7 and
relates to how much that hurt.

“You don’t want to battle through a long season and fight
through the postseason to have it end the way it did in 2014,”
Hosmer continued. “We know the struggles we all went
through to get here and you don’t know how many times you
get chances like this to become a World Series champion. We
knew what was at stake and what we had to do.”

The Royals’ mission, from the start of spring training,
was to win—their division, the A.L. pennant and the World
Series.

“We prepared well for this season,” third baseman Mike
Moustakas said. “Seeing what we did last year in the post-
season, all the confidence that we gained during that run.

WARMUP TOSSES
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“It’s the best. 
We came back and won 
a world championship. 

Words can’t even describe
how awesome this feels

right now. I couldn’t 
have done it with a better
group of guys. We battled 
since Day 1, with many of 
us playing together in the
minor leagues. This is an

unbelievable feeling.”

—ERIC HOSMER
Teams That Won A World Series

Following A Game 7 Defeat

S
ince the World Series began in 1903, the Kansas City Royals
became the sixth team that lost a seven game Fall Classic one 
year and followed it up with a World Series title the next season.

LOSING YEAR WINNING YEAR

TEAM (OPPONENT) (OPPONENT)

New York Yankees 1926 (Cardinals) 1927 (Pirates)
Detroit Tigers 1934 (Cardinals) 1935 (Cubs)
New York Yankees 1955 (Dodgers) 1956 (Dodgers)
New York Yankees 1957 (Braves) 1958 (Braves)
New York Yankees 1960 (Pirates) 1961 (Reds)
Kansas City Royals 2014 (Giants) 2015 (Mets)

ERIC
HOSMER

SportPics
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We’re prepared to take on anything that’s thrown our way. 
“We’re a group of young guys who like to have fun and

we’re going to go out and battle for each other. That run
really helped us gain a lot of confidence. Our intensity
level and our patience improved,” Moustakas said. “We
have a lot of expectations now and we have to go out there
and live up to ’em.”

And live up to them they did.
The Royals are the first team since the 1989 Oakland A’s

to win the World Series a season after losing the Fall
Classic. They are the first A.L. team since the 1961 Yankees
to win a World Series the year after losing Game 7 of the
Fall Classic. And, according to Elias Sports Bureau, Kansas
City is the first team to win three games in which they
trailed in the eighth inning or later in a single World
Series. The Royals outscored the Mets 15-1 from the sev-
enth inning on in the Series, and outscored opponents in
the postseason 50-11 after the seventh frame. 

“With this team, there was just nothing anybody could
do to get in the way of us winning this championship,” said
reliever Ryan Madson. “There’s nothing anybody could
do. It’s nobody’s fault that anybody lost. This team was
just going to win, no matter what. That’s the feeling we
had all year long. Even at our lowest moment in Game 4
against Houston, we knew we were going to comeback.”

That was the way of the Royals. Never quit, never say
die. Throughout the year they put together a team effort
from the top to the bottom of their roster. They played out-
standing defense. Offensively they had the ability to put

together a lot of consecutive professional at-bats. They
were patient, selective, and that gave them the ability to
get into a lot of bullpens and create scoring chances late in
the game. Their baserunning was aggressive and kept
opponents leery. 

“Our first instinct is to be aggressive,” said Hosmer. “We
always try to find ways to get the edge, especially on the
base paths.”

And the Royals bullpen has been the best in the business
over the last two seasons, with combined totals of a 58-32
(.644) record, 154 holds, 109 saves, a 2.98 ERA and 948
strikeouts in 1,003 innings.

“Our relievers have high standards for themselves,”
Royals pitching coach Dave Eiland said. “They expect to
shut down opponents and don’t accept anything less.
They compete and battle every time out there and don’t
give an inch.”

The Royals play together as a team—the defense,
offense, pitching, baserunning, role players, starters, they
are all for one. The club’s unity is due in large measure to
manager Yost, who kept everybody happy and loose.

“To be able to win, this is very, very special with this group
of guys,” said Yost. “With their character, with their heart,
with their passion, with the energy that they bring every sin-
gle day, I mean, they leave everything on the field.”

For a club that battled together from February through
November, the championship season probably seems to be
a blur. The Royals’ 2015 title-winning moment is long over,
but that championship feeling will last a lifetime. BD



T
he pump was primed early on, and the talent just
kept flowing upward. Most of it lived up to the
hype, even as the big-league debuts kept coming

at a dizzying pace. 
“I think MLB has jumped on the whole ‘Year of the

Prospect’ thing,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said. “A lot
of names that baseball fans have heard for awhile are sur-
facing up here. The young guys just kind of bring a differ-
ent dimension. Extreme talent, a little raw in experience,
but you never know what you might see because they can
do so many things on the baseball field.”

Molitor knew that as well as anybody, having benefit-
ed from the arrivals of such impact rookies as Miguel
Sano, Eddie Rosario, Byron Buxton and Tyler Duffey.

Overall, 2015 saw the debuts of 22 players taken in the
first round of the previous four drafts (2011-14). Another
10 supplemental first-rounders joined the fun from
those draft classes.

And that doesn’t even factor in those who were signed
in later rounds or on the international market.  

Against that backdrop, competition was incredibly
fierce for spots on Baseball Digest’s 2015 All-Rookie Team.
You could easily go with a second team and maybe even
honorable mentions without stretching too far:  

1B
Justin Bour, Miami Marlins
.262/.321/.479, 23 HR

After signing Michael Morse as a free agent and losing
Mark Canha to Oakland in the Rule 5 draft, the Marlins
were pleasantly surprised to find their first baseman in
this 27-year-old, plucked two years earlier from the
Chicago Cubs in the minor-league Rule 5 draft. Blessed
with big left-handed power, Bour connected off a string
of quality pitchers, including Jordan Zimmermann
(twice), Matt Harvey, Stephen Strasburg and Gerrit
Cole. Just two rookies (Kris Bryant and Joc Pederson)
hit more homers. After going deep four times in a three-
game sweep of the Atlanta Braves in late September,
Bour drew high praise from the division rival. “I think
the Marlins can say they found a first baseman, for
sure,” Braves right-hander Shelby Miller said. “He’s a
guy that looks like he’s not going to be going anywhere.”

2B
Addison Russell, Chicago Cubs
.242/.307/.389, 43 XBH

This spot might have gone to Devon Travis, who got
off to a sizzling start for the Toronto Blue Jays, but his
season was sabotaged by a left shoulder injury that
limited him to 62 games and eventually required
surgery. Russell, the highly touted prospect who also
was acquired via trade (with Oakland for Jeff
Samardzija in 2014), broke in at second base before
switching spots with shortstop Starlin Castro in early
August and taking over at his natural position. Russell
finished 2015 with nearly twice the defensive value,
according to advanced metrics, of his next-closest
competitor at second (Miami’s Dee Gordon). His bat
also picked up in September (.749 OPS in his final 100
plate appearances).

By Mike Berardino
Covers the Minnesota Twins for the St. Paul Pioneer Press
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All-Rookie 
Team
There was a 

streamline of 

top first-year 

performers in the

major leagues led 

by Kris Bryant of 

the Cubs, Carlos

Correa of the Astros,

Eddie Rosario 

of the Twins and

Noah Syndergaard 

of the Mets



3B
Kris Bryant, Chicago Cubs

.275/.369/.488, 26 HR

He led the National League with 199 strike-
outs and he may have slowed a bit down the
stretch, hitting just four home runs in his
final 114 at-bats (postseason included), but
there was no denying his ridiculously easy
power from the minute he arrived in early
April. Forced to spend an extra 11 days in
Triple-A ball so the Cubs could buy an extra
year of control, Bryant wasted no time show-
ing he belonged in Joe Maddon’s lineup. The
No. 2 overall pick in 2013 bashed a combined
31 homers at both levels, including two in the
postseason, and ranked 10th in the majors—
while easily leading all rookies—with 6.5
Wins Above Replacement (WAR), as mea-
sured by Fangraphs.com. His defensive met-
rics also were surprisingly solid, ranking him
in the top nine at the hot corner, which meant
he only had to make 10 starts in the outfield. 

SS
Carlos Correa, Houston Astros

.279/.345/.512, 22 HR

Called up on June 8 amidst Houston’s sea-
son-high seven-game losing streak, Correa
immediately stabilized the Astros and
helped propel them within six outs of elimi-
nating the Kansas City Royals in the
Division Series. Along the way, the 6-foot-4
Correa elicited comparisons to younger ver-
sions of Derek Jeter and Alex Rodriguez.
Correa, picked first overall in 2012, also out-
dueled Puerto Rican counterpart Francisco
Lindor (a superior defender) for top-rookie
honors in the American League and
launched what figures to be a long-running
rivalry for supremacy at the position. It
shouldn’t take much for those two to push
past the likes of Jose Valentin, Alex Cora,
Rey Sanchez, Felipe Lopez and Jose Pagan
for the unofficial title of Best Puerto Rican
Shortstop. 

C
J.T. Realmuto, Miami Marlins
.259/.290/.406, 10 HR

A former third-round pick out of an
Oklahoma high school, Realmuto was pret-
ty much the full package for the disap-
pointing Marlins. He made 118 starts
behind the plate, threw out 26 percent of
attempted basestealers, and was one of
eight catchers (and the only rookie) with
more than 1,000 innings at the position. He
is a below-average pitch framer, but so is
Detroit Tigers rookie James McCann, the
only other rookie to catch more than 100
games. Realmuto also piled up 2.2 WAR,
according to Baseball-Reference.com. 
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OF
Joc Pederson, Los Angeles Dodgers
.210/.346/.417, 26 HR

His production plummeted in the second half, which led
to a stretch-drive benching that carried into the postsea-
son, but his overall contribution still deserves recognition.
Tied with Kris Bryant for most rookie homers (26),
Pederson also made his share of web-gem grabs in center
for a division winner. He struck out 170 times, but he also
posted a walk rate (15.7 percent) that ranked second for
rookies. His 92 walks were the 12th most by a rookie in MLB
history.

OF
Odubel Herrera, Philadelphia Phillies
.297/.344/.418, 30 2B

Plucked from the Texas
Rangers with the ninth pick
in the Rule 5 draft, the
speedy Venezuelan provid-
ed outstanding defense in
center while piling up near-
ly four WAR, fifth among
the rookie class. Herrera
was caught one-third of the
time on his stolen-base
attempts, but his 10 defen-
sive runs saved ranked fifth
among all center fielders.
The balance of his contri-
butions gives him the edge
over fellow rookies Randal
Grichuk (Cardinals) and
Billy Burns (A’s). 

OF Eddie Rosario, Minnesota Twins
.267/.289/.459, 16 assists 

Evaluating Rosario’s rookie season is impossible with-
out hearing Clark Kellogg barking “stat-sheet stuffer” in
your reeling mind. Even after spending the first month
with Triple-A Rochester, Rosario led the majors with 15
triples, ranked second with 16 outfield assists, hit 13
homers and swiped 11 bases. That was the highest triple
total for an American League rookie since Joe DiMaggio
also hit 15 in 1936. Since 1914, just two other rookies have
managed at least 15 doubles, 15 triples, 10 homers and 10
stolen bases: Phillies second baseman Juan Samuel (1984)
and Reds outfielder Ival Goodman (1935). 

DH
Miguel Sano, Minnesota Twins
.269/.385/.530, 18 HR

True, he only played half a season after getting called up
from Double-A Chattanooga on July 2, but the Dominican
slugger transformed a low-wattage lineup from the moment
he arrived. Remarkably patient at age 22, as evidenced by
the 93 full counts he forced (27.8 percent of his plate appear-
ances), Sano was moved into the cleanup spot to stay after
just five big-league games. Even his hometown mentor,
Robinson Cano, couldn’t believe that rapid progression. “It
seems like he’s been here for a long time,” Cano said. “If I’m
an opposing pitcher, I’m not going to throw a fastball to him.
That’s the last thing you want to do.” 

UT
Matt Duffy, San Francisco Giants
.295/.334/.428, 77 RBI

Veteran acquisition Casey McGehee flopped in his
attempt to replace free-agent departure Pablo Sandoval,
but the unheralded Duffy was there to pick up the pieces
as the starting third baseman. A former 18th-round draft
pick out of Long Beach State, Duffy made at least one start
at every infield spot and finished second among all rook-
ies with 4.9 WAR, according to both Fangraphs.com and
Baseball-Reference.com. He doesn’t walk much (4.9 per-
cent), but he doesn’t strike out much either (15.7 percent). 

SP
RHP Noah Syndergaard, New York Mets
9-7, 3.24, 150 IP, 166 SO

Behold “Thor,” the latest young right-hander with flow-
ing locks and an overpowering fastball to grace the Mets
rotation. The key piece in the deal (along with catcher
Travis d’Arnaud) that sent R.A. Dickey to the Blue Jays fol-
lowing his 2012 Cy Young season, Syndergaard piled up 3.1
WAR, second among all rookie pitchers. He also posted a
nine-inning walk rate of just 1.86, best for any rookie with
more than 15 starts. The Dallas-area product continued his
progression in October, pitching the Mets to their first
World Series appearance in 15 years. 

SP
RHP Anthony DeSclafani, Cincinnati Reds
9-13, 4.05, 184.2 IP, 151 SO

Another former Blue Jays farmhand, DeSclafani was
traded for the second time in his young career after post-
ing a 6.27 ERA in just 33 big-league innings in 2014. While
Mat Latos, dealt to Miami for DeSclafani, washed out for
the Marlins, the Reds planned to rebuild their rotation
around the former sixth-round pick out of the University
of Florida. The right-hander led all rookies in innings and
had 17 quality starts in his first 28 tries before fading in his
final three outings. 
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2015 ROOKIE LEADERS

BATTING
Home Runs
Kris Bryant, Cubs 26
Joc Pederson, Dodgers 26
Justin Bour, Marlins 23
Carlos Correa, Astros 22
Miguel Sano, Twins 18
Randal Grichuk, Cardinals 17
Mark Canha, A’s 16
Kyle Schwarber, Cubs 16
Steven Souza Jr., Rays 16
Jung Ho Kang, Pirates 15

RBI
Kris Bryant, Cubs 99
Matt Duffy, Giants 77
Justin Bour, Marlins 73
Mark Canha, A’s 70
Carlos Correa, Astros 68
Michael Taylor, Nationals 63
Jung Ho Kang, Pirates 58
Joc Pederson, Dodgers 54
Addison Russell, Cubs 54
Miguel Sano, Twins 52
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SP
RHP Lance McCullers, Houston Astros
6-7, 3.22, 125.2 IP, 129 SO

The A.L. West champion Texas Rangers pounded him
(12.79 ERA) in a pair of starts, but McCullers more than held
his own against everybody else he faced. Despite not getting
the call until mid-May, the companion piece to Carlos Correa
in the Astros’ 2012 draft gambit announced his presence with
authority. He pitched to a 1.86 ERA at cozy Minute Maid Park
and held lefty batters to an anemic .590 OPS, thanks to a
power changeup he threw 10 percent of the time.  

SP
LHP Carlos Rodon, Chicago White Sox
9-6, 3.75, 139.1 IP, 139 SO

Taken third overall out of N.C. State in 2014, one pick
ahead of Kyle Schwarber, Rodon gave the South Siders an
even bigger boost while making 23 starts. He joined Chris
Sale and Jose Quintana as impact lefties in the rotation for
an otherwise disappointing club. His control needs sharpen-
ing (4.59 walks per nine innings), but his mid-90s fastball,
sharp slider and solid changeup give him plenty of weapons. 

SP
RHP Chris Heston, San Francisco Giants
12-11, 3.95, 177.2 IP, 141 SO

A former 12th-round pick in 2009, the year before the
Giants started their string of three World Series titles in
five years, Heston was a rookie revelation for a pitching-
rich organization. On June 9 at Citi Field, he threw a no-
walk, 11-strikeout no-hitter against the eventual pennant-
winning Mets. Despite a modest strikeout rate (7.14 per
nine innings), his heavy sinker led to a 53-percent ground-
ball rate, best for all rookies with 92-plus innings. 

CL
Roberto Osuna, Toronto Blue Jays 
1-6, 2.58, 20 saves

The 20-year-old nephew of former big-league reliever
Antonio Osuna, this compact power closer (nicknamed Little
Cannon) blew just three save chances. His emergence meant
the Blue Jays could put their trade deadline resources toward
acquiring the likes of David Price and Troy Tulowitzki, rather
than a proven closer. Cam Smith (Mariners) and Ken Giles
(Phillies) also did strong work as rookie closers, but Osuna’s
chances came with postseason implications. BD

CHRIS
HESTON

LANCE
McCULLERS

ERA

(Minimum 100 innings pitched)
Pitcher, Team ERA IP

Lance McCullers, Astros 3.22 125.2
Noah Syndergaard, Mets 3.24 150.0
Andrew Heaney, Angels 3.49 105.2
Robbie Ray, D’backs 3.52 127.2
Nathan Karns, Rays 3.67 147.0
Carlos Rodon, White Sox 3.75 139.1
Taylor Jungmann, Brewers 3.77 119.1
Eduardo Rodriguez, Red Sox 3.85 121.2
Alex Colome, Rays 3.94 109.2
Chris Heston, Giants 3.95 177.2

2015 ROOKIE LEADERS

PITCHING
Wins
Chris Heston, Giants 12
Eduardo Rodriguez, Red Sox 10
Anthony DeSclafani, Reds 9
Taylor Jungmann, Brewers 9
Carlos Rodon, White Sox 9
Noah Syndergaard, Mets 9
Alex Colome, Rays 8
Trevor May, Twins 8
Matt Wisler, Braves 8
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J
ake Arrieta always believed his
own hype, that he was destined
to become a top-of-the-rotation
starter for a World Series con-

tender, even when it looked like his base-
ball career had fallen into a midlife crisis. 

Arrieta struggled to graduate from
Triple-A Norfolk with the Baltimore
Orioles, spending time at that level dur-
ing the 2009, 2010, 2012 and 2013 sea-
sons, and putting up a 5.46 ERA across
358 innings in the big leagues.

So while the Cubs saw some potential
and hoped Arrieta could develop into a
core player when they acquired him on
July 2, 2013, they also simply needed
bodies to fill out their rotation and had
the luxury of time. Wrigley Field became
a land of opportunity while Theo
Epstein’s front office and the Ricketts
family ownership group oversaw a multi-
year rebuilding project.   

Arrieta—a big believer in visualization
and the mental side of the game—might
have been the only one to see this com-
ing: a Cy Young Award-winning year and
arguably the greatest second half for any
pitcher who’s ever picked up a baseball.  

After going 22-6 with a 1.77 ERA for a
97-win team—and shutting out the
Pittsburgh Pirates in the National League
wild-card game—Arrieta is Baseball
Digest’s Pitcher of the Year.

“From Day 1, I knew I could pitch like
this my whole career,” Arrieta said. “I did
it in college. I did it in the minor leagues.
I did it in the big leagues, at times. I knew
there were some adjustments in there—
mentally and physically—that needed to
be made. 

“I knew once I was able to kind of get
over that hump that things would even-
tually work themselves out. The work
ethic was there. I had to cut some things
out. I was trying to do too much. Just so
many variables in there that needed to be
rearranged, some taken out. But, yeah, I
knew that I would be here one day.”    

Arrieta made gradual improvements to
his overall game, but burst onto the
national scene this year. He threw a no-
hitter at Dodger Stadium on Aug. 30 and
closed it out by striking out the side in
the ninth inning on ESPN’s “Sunday
Night Baseball.”

“He has that kind of stuff nightly,”
manager Joe Maddon said. “It’s really
crazy. The ball looks like a Wiffle ball.
Even from the side, you can see the break

In 67 starts with the Cubs since 2013,
Arrieta has gone 36-13 with a 2.27 ERA,
five complete games, four shutouts and

440 strikeouts in 437.1 innings.
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By Patrick Mooney

Cubs beat writer for CSNChicago.com
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on the slider, the cutter and the curveball. 
“He’s just pitching on a different level regarding veloci-

ty and movement. (And) he deserves it. If you watch this
guy work—I don’t think I’ve ever seen anybody work any
harder.”

But it’s not like this is a total underdog story for the chis-
eled 6-foot-4, 225-pound right-hander, who does Pilates,
studies nutrition and absorbs scouting reports. 

Arrieta excelled in the 2007 Arizona Fall League, played
in the 2008 All-Star Futures Game, and pitched for Team
USA in the 2008 Olympics. He had been a seven-figure
bonus baby—even as a fifth-round pick out of Texas
Christian University in the 2007 draft—and emerged as
Baseball America’s No. 67 overall prospect heading into
the 2009 season.

For whatever reason—the difficulty of pitching in the
American League East, some tension between Dan
Duquette’s front office and Buck Showalter’s dugout, a
less-than-ideal clubhouse fit—things didn’t click in
Baltimore. Arrieta needed a change of scenery.

“Give Theo credit, man,” said Scott Boras, Arrieta’s high-
powered agent. “He made the deal to get him. That says a
lot, because Jake had raw stuff, but the philosophy that
Baltimore brought on Jake was not his own. 

“He came here and they really let him be himself. It’s a
credit to (pitching coach Chris) Bosio and, really, the orga-
nization. The minute he got here, he started doing what
Jake can do.”

The Cubs encouraged Arrieta to go with his natural
crossfire motion, adjusted where he stood on the pitching
rubber, and helped him develop that cutter-slider hybrid.

Arrieta made strides down the stretch in 2013, going 4-2
with a 3.66 ERA in nine starts for a 96-loss team. He start-
ed the next season on the disabled list with shoulder stiff-
ness, but finished at 10-5 with a 2.53 ERA. He became the
first Cub since 1950 to take three no-hit bids into the sev-
enth inning in a single season.  

In 2015, building off those flashes of dominance, Arrieta
posted the lowest ERA (0.75) after the All-Star break in
major-league history. He became the first qualifying Cubs
pitcher to finish with a sub-2.00 ERA since Hall of Famer
Grover Cleveland Alexander in 1920.

“I’ve never seen a year like it,” said Bosio, who played
four seasons with Hall of Famer Randy Johnson on the
Seattle Mariners, including a Cy Young campaign in 1995. 

“The workouts this guy goes through—there’s not too
many guys who could go in there and walk away without
cramping up, (much less) doing it two, three times a week. 

“It’s the stretching regimen, (the nutrition), the condition-
ing part of it, the mental side of it, the preparation in video,”
noted Bosio. “But it all comes with command of his pitches.
You could take any scouting
report and throw it out
the window if a guy
can’t command his
pitches. 

Cubs right hander Jake Arrieta 
posted major-league highs in wins (22), 
complete games (4), shutouts (3) and 
opponent batting average (.185) while finishing 
with a 1.77 ERA, 236 strikeouts and a 0.86 WHIP  



“That’s what makes Jake so tough,” Bosio added. He’s able
to locate four pitches on both sides (of the plate). He even
said it after the no-hitter—it was one of those games where
he knew exactly where the ball was going. He’s got electric
stuff.”

Arrieta didn’t play every day, but still might have been the
MVP for a young team that learned how to win in 2015. The
Cubs found another gear in the second half, finishing with
MLB’s third-best record and winning two playoff rounds. 

“To be honest, every time he goes out, he’s like Felix
Hernandez,” catcher Miguel Montero said. “There’s a good
chance he’s going to throw a no-hitter.” 

“He just never seems to sweat,” Maddon said. “When you
watch him on the mound, the poise or the focus is incredi-
ble.”

“He’s unbelievable,” first baseman Anthony Rizzo said.
“You get guys on base all the time saying they’ve never seen
anything like it.”

The St. Louis Cardinals might have punctured that air of
invincibility in the divisional round. They scored four runs
off Arrieta and knocked him out in the sixth inning of a game
he would still win at Wrigley Field.

Like the rest of the Cubs, Arrieta might have finally hit a
wall against the New York Mets, losing Game 2 of an National
League Championship Series that his team never led at any
point during a four-game sweep.   

Arrieta accounted for almost 250 innings, including the
playoffs, or 92 more than what he threw in the big leagues in
2014. That heavy workload is something the Cubs will have to
monitor next season.  

“I’m not big on outside expectations,” Arrieta said, “but I
think that we exceeded pretty much anybody’s expectations
for the way we were able to play as a team throughout the sea-
son. Still playing meaningful games in the middle of October
is really important and a very valuable experience for every-
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JAKE ARRIETA, CUBS

It’s taken time, but Arrieta has developed into 
a frontline starter. After a breakout season in
2014, the 29-year-old right-hander was even
better last year: 22-6 with a 1.77 ERA and 236
strikeouts in 229 innings. After getting roughed
up by Cleveland on June 16, Arrieta lost only
once more in the regular season. Going for-
ward, he went 16-1 with a 0.86 ERA in 20 starts, and hitters batted just
.150 and slugged .210 against him. Then Arrieta tossed a five-hit
shutout against Pittsburgh in the N.L. wild-card game. His NLCS loss to
the Mets was his first “L” since July 25. With his incredible 16-1 run,
Arrieta won the N.L. Cy Young Award.  

ZACK GREINKE, DODGERS

Like Arrieta, Greinke lost only once in the 
second half, en route to a 19-3 record and MLB-
best .864 win percentage. Greinke also took his
final loss against the Mets—in the NLDS—but
not before he posted the regular season’s lowest
ERA (1.66) and WHIP (0.84). The right-hander
allowed more than a single run in only 11 of his
32 starts. Eight times he gave up no more than a single run and didn’t
get a “W,” so he easily might have won 20. Greinke pitched 45.2 score-
less innings near midseason, blanking six consecutive opponents. He
finished a close to second to Arrieta in the N.L. Cy Young vote. 

CLAYTON KERSHAW, DODGERS

After winning N.L. Cy Young honors three of 
the last four years, Kershaw turned in another
dominant season in 2015, going 16-7 with a
2.13 ERA. That ERA was notably higher than the
1.80 mark he posted over the two previous 
seasons combined, both Cy Young Award 
winners. The 27-year-old lefty’s history sets the
bar high, and his 301 strikeouts demonstrate his continued dominance.
No pitcher had fanned 300 since Arizona teammates Randy Johnson
(334) and Curt Schilling (316) combined for 650 strikeouts in 2002.
Kershaw’s control was sharp. While pitching a single-season-high 232.2
innings—most in the majors—he walked only 42. 

DALLAS KEUCHEL, ASTROS

The young Astros emerged as pennant 
contenders in 2015, though it’s hard to imagine
the club playing October baseball without
Keuchel. The bearded southpaw finished 20-8
with a 2.48 ERA that ranked a close second in
the A.L. behind David Price’s 2.45 mark.
Keuchel, who just turned 28, led the league in
wins, innings (232) and WHIP (1.02), and claimed the A.L. Cy Young
Award. He continued his mastery in the postseason, blanking the
Yankees over six innings to win the A.L. wild-card game. Then Keuchel
gave the Astros a commanding 2-1 lead in the ALDS by allowing a 
single run in a 4-2 win over the eventual World Series champion Royals.  

DAVID PRICE, TIGERS-BLUE JAYS

In 2015, Price changed addresses at the 
July trade deadline for a second straight year,
moving from Detroit to Toronto. The Tigers 
ace was 9-4 (2.53 ERA) in 21 starts for a 
disappointing Detroit club struggling to stay
above .500. He, Troy Tulowitzki, Ben Revere
and LaTroy Hawkins joined the Jays via trades,
and a .500 club went on to win the A.L. East. Price did his part, going 
9-1 with a 2.30 ERA in 11 starts; for the season, he finished 18-5 (2.45)
and won the A.L. ERA crown. Although a string of playoff losses contin-
ued in October, the 30-year-old southpaw and Greinke are the two elite
pitchers on the market this winter.

TOP 10 PITCHERS

Arrieta became the third major-league pitcher since 1920 to win 20 games, throw

a no-hitter and post an ERA lower than 2.00 in the same season, joining Los

Angeles Dodgers pitchers Sandy Koufax in 1963 and Clayton Kershaw in 2014.

2015 PITCHER OF THE YEAR
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body involved. So moving forward, it’s only going to make us
better.”

At some point this offseason, Epstein said, the Cubs will
approach Boras about a long-shot long-term extension for
Arrieta, who isn’t positioned to become a free agent until
after the 2017 season. 

While Boras almost always steers his clients onto the open
market—and the Cubs might want to direct their resources
toward signing another frontline pitcher for this competitive
window—it’s clear that Arrieta is now a face of the franchise
with that big beard, flat-brimmed hat and sense of swagger.    

“It’s exhilarating to watch him out there pitching at such a
high level, knowing how hard he worked to get to this point,”
Epstein said. “He always had a lot of natural ability. He’s not
a guy who just woke up and was a 20-game (winner) in the
major leagues. He really had to go through some tough times
and work at his craft. He wakes up every day trying to figure
out how to get better.

“That’s the kind of mindset we want in this organization.”
How do you top a dream season? There might not be an

easy answer to that question (except leading the Cubs to their
first World Series title since 1908 and riding in the parade
down Michigan Avenue). 

But Arrieta has always been someone who likes to think
big. And considering where he came from—a borderline
major leaguer evolving into one of the most dynamic pitchers
on the planet—he’s not going to run away from the expecta-
tions or worry about whatever comes next.  

“I’ve been through a lot in my career,” Arrieta said, “and the
failure that I’ve gone through makes me really appreciate the
moments of success much more. I’ve had some pretty dark
times in this game in my career. But I was dedicated to getting
over the hump, to putting in the time, the effort, making any
adjustments necessary to get to this point.

“So I don’t think anything bothers me anymore.” BD

GERRIT COLE, PIRATES

After a solid first two seasons in the majors,
Cole took his place as Pittsburgh’s No. 1 starter
in 2015, going 19-8 with a career-low 2.60
ERA and 1.09 WHIP. Like Greinke, Cole fell
short of 20 wins due to a lack of run support.
Among the 78 ERA qualifiers last season, Cole
ranked 60th in run support, receiving just 3.81
runs per nine innings. (Greinke ranked 59th.) With the Pirates trying to
stay with St. Louis in the N.L. Central race down the stretch, Cole posted
two impressive wins over the Cardinals. He also won against the Cubs,
before losing to them in the N.L. wild-card game.

MAX SCHERZER, NATIONALS

The 14-12 record doesn’t make you feel
warm and fuzzy, but Scherzer posted a career-
low 2.79 ERA. His 7.1 WAR, according to
Baseball Reference, was his highest mark yet.
Yes, his WAR was higher than in 2013 or
2014, a two-year stretch in which he went 39-8
(3.02) for Detroit. The disappointing Nationals
didn’t score for Scherzer, who ranked 74th among the 78 ERA qualifiers 
in run support, at just 3.55 runs per nine. He, Arrieta and Kershaw led 
the majors with three shutouts, and two of Scherzer’s were no-hitters:
against Pittsburgh (June 20) and the Mets (Oct. 3). His other shutout
was a one-hitter versus Milwaukee.

JACOB deGROM, METS

In 2014, deGrom looked like a budding staff
ace, winning Rookie of the Year honors with
Matt Harvey sidelined by Tommy John surgery.
With Harvey’s return, the Mets had two aces
last season, when deGrom went 14-8 and led
the New York rotation with a 2.54 ERA, 0.98
WHIP and 205 strikeouts in 191 innings.
DeGrom outpitched Kershaw in the Mets’ playoff opener, and won twice
more—again against the Dodgers and once against the Cubs in the
NLCS. One bad inning led to his only postseason loss in Game 2 of the
World Series. But with deGrom and Harvey anchoring the rotation, 
New York is armed for more October action.

SONNY GRAY, ATHLETICS

Not much went well for Oakland in 2015,
but Gray built on his first two big-league 
seasons, finishing 14-7 with a 2.73 ERA and
1.08 WHIP in 31 starts. The 26-year-old right-
hander was lights out in the first half last 
season, going 10-3 with a 2.04 ERA in 18 
outings. After the break, he was a more 
pedestrian 4-4 (3.74), but pitched well enough to be a finalist for the
A.L. Cy Young Award. Gray was successful facing Texas and Houston—
the two playoff clubs coming out of the A.L. West—going 5-2 in eight
starts. He posted a 3-1 mark and 1.69 ERA against the Rangers.

JOHN LACKEY, CARDINALS

Like Scherzer, Greinke and Cole, Lackey
likely fell short on wins due to little run support
(62nd, 3.79 runs). Still, in going 13-10 with a
2.77 ERA for the N.L. Central champions, the
6-foot-6 right-hander had his best season
since going 19-9 for the Angels in 2007, when
he posted a league-leading 3.01 ERA.
Illustrating his lack of support in 2015, Lackey went 2-2 (1.89) in May
and 3-2 (1.48) in July. The 37-year-old is a free agent after posting 5.7
WAR, according to Baseball Reference, the eighth-highest 2015 mark
among pitchers behind Greinke (9.3), Arrieta (8.7), Kershaw (7.5),
Keuchel (7.2), Scherzer (7.1), Price (6.0) and Gray (5.8).
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N
ationals right fielder Bryce
Harper was on a mission in 2015.
He vowed to stay healthy for the

first time since his rookie year in 2012
and put up the type of numbers that was
expected of him ever since he was the
first overall pick in the 2010 amateur
draft. 

It’s safe to say Harper wasn’t a disap-
pointment. It doesn’t take a genius to fig-
ure out why he was Baseball Digest’s
Player of the Year. Harper put up num-
bers that compared him to some of the
great players of the game.  

Harper did so much at age 22. He hit
.330, led the N.L. in home runs (42, tied
with Colorado’s Nolan Arenado), runs
scored (118), on-base percentage (.460)
and slugging percentage (.649).

He is the only player in Major League
Baseball history with at least 42 home
runs, 124 walks and 118 runs scored at age
22 or younger, and is the youngest player
ever with at least 42 home runs and 124
walks in a season. The previous youngest
was Babe Ruth, who hit 54 home runs
and had 150 walks in 1920 at the age of 25. 

Among players aged 22 or younger,
Harper and Hall of Famer Joe DiMaggio
are the only players in big-league history
to hit 40 or more homers with a batting
average .330 or higher. DiMaggio clubbed
46 homers and batted .346 at age 22 for
the 1937 Yankees; Harper posted a .330
average with 42 homers. 

Only four other players besides Harper
and DiMaggio had a 30-homer season
with a batting average of .330 or higher
before their 23rd birthday—Ted Williams,
Jimmie Foxx, Hal Trosky and Alex
Rodriguez.

Williams and Harper are the only two
players to post an OBP of .460 or higher
and a slugging percentage of .645 or high-
er before age 23.

According to the Elias Sports Bureau,
Harper (22 years, 335 days) became the
sixth-youngest player in MLB history to
hit 40 home runs in a season. Among left-
handed hitters age 22 or younger, only
Eddie Mathews (47 HR in 1953) has more
than Harper’s 42. All this was done with-
out having much protection in the
Nationals lineup. 

“He was very patient in his approach
(at the plate) this year,” Astros scout
Hank Allen said. “Watching him at the
plate, his maturation was just impressive.
Even though the pitchers threw a strike
and it wasn’t to his liking, he would take

Harper’s numbers were consistent
throughout the season. He hit .339 with

26 homers, 59 runs, a .464 on-base 
percentage and .704 slugging average
before the All-Star break, and .320 with

16 homers, 59 runs, a .457 on-base 
percentage and .586 slugging 

mark after the break.
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that pitch.  
“Then the pitchers would try to throw down and away or

down and in on him. He would take that pitch. Man, was
he ever good when he had the count in his favor. It didn’t
matter if it was a left-hander or right-hander. It was beau-
tiful to sit there and watch his approach in hitting this
year.”  

Harper had so many great games in 2015. But one that
sticks out occurred on May 6 against the Marlins. That
day, Harper was “The Natural,” slugging three home runs
in a 7-5 victory.  He became the fourth Nationals player—
Alfonso Soriano, Adam Dunn and Ryan Zimmerman are
the others—to club three homers in a game.   

In the second inning, Harper drove the ball 393 feet to
left-center field off Marlins right-hander Tom Koehler.
Harper then smashed Koehler’s 0-1 offering in the third
inning into the right-center-field second deck at Nationals
Park. The third homer, in the fifth inning, traveled even
farther, measured at 445 feet into the right-center-field
second deck and gave Washington a 5-2 lead. 

“I was trying to get some good ABs,” Harper said after
the game. “Koehler is a good pitcher. He has a curveball,
slider and has a good changeup. We were trying to put
some runs on the board.” 

Hitting isn’t the only reason that Harper is Baseball
Digest’s Player of the Year. It seems like every game he
would make a great running catch. Don’t forget baserun-
ners dare not run on Harper’s arm. 

According to STAT LLC, Harper ranked third among
N.L. outfielders in range factor per nine innings (2.07) and
putouts per nine (2.01). 

One of Harper’s best defensive games came on May 24
against the Phillies. In the seventh inning, after Odubel
Herrera singled, Cameron Rupp blooped what looked like
a single to right field, but Harper grabbed the ball on a hop
and threw out Herrera for the force at second.  

“If I’m not hitting, I don’t want them to get a hit either,”
Harper said then. “It’s the little things that I keep in my
head that keeps me going out there, keeps me in the game.
I want to make some plays and help this team win.” 

Harper said staying healthy is the reason he put up
MVP-type numbers in 2015. 

He made his major league debut on April 28, 2012, at age
19, going 1-for-3 with an RBI double against Dodgers pitch-
er Chad Billingsley. He belted his first career homer on
May 14, in his 15th major-league game, off Padres right-
hander Tim Stauffer. Harper completed his first year in
the majors with a .270 batting average, 22 homers, 98 runs
scored and 59 RBI in 139 games, winning N.L. Rookie of
the Year honors. 

Tony Conigliaro is the
only other teenager to
hit more homers at
age 19 (24 in 1964 for
the Red Sox) than
Harper’s 22,

At 22, Bryce Harper had the type of year 

many believed he was capable of having, 

and while leading the league in homers, 

runs, on-base percentage and slugging 

average, he was the best player in the game



and no player scored more runs in a season before the age of
20 than Harper’s 98.

The young slugger’s rookie campaign was our introduction
to an emerging all-around star whose future was filled with
high expectations.

Harper missed little playing time during his rookie season,
but wasn’t so lucky during the next two years. In 2013, he was
limited to 118 games because of a left knee injury suffered
after running into the right-field wall at Dodger Stadium. In
2014, Harper played in only 100 games because of a left
thumb injury suffered while sliding into third base. 

“Staying healthy puts good numbers up,” Harper said. “If
you stay healthy and try to do the things that you can to win
ballgames, and do what you can for your team, that’s all that
matters.”

Teammate Jayson Werth has marveled at how Harper has
developed since he arrived in the big leagues in 2012.  

“He was awesome. I’m really proud of him. He had a great
season—MVP-caliber season,” Werth said. “You don’t see
that too often. I’ve been playing how many years now? I’ve
played with one other MVP (Jimmy Rollins), but Harper has
been great. He has come a long way in a short period of time.

He is going to be a big part of this club going forward. He has
been a pleasure to play with.”  

Throughout the season, Harper was humble. Whenever he
had a great game, he would change the subject from himself
to talking about needing to win important games. 

Almost everybody thought the Nationals would reach the
World Series this year, but the team finished second in the
N.L. East behind the Mets, and 14 games out of a wild-card
berth. 

“You look back on the year and wish you were in the post-
season,” Harper said. “That’s the main goal. It’s a bummer we
didn’t get there this year. As a team, as an organization, we
thought we had one of the best teams in all of baseball. 

“I really believe if we come in with the mentality, thought
and passion we know how to play with, we’ll be one of the
best teams coming in next year. We have to keep grinding,
keep doing what we are doing, have a great offseason—and
hopefully we are going to make a few acquisitions and we’ll
see where we are at.”  BD
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BRYCE HARPER, NATIONALS

When he was brought up at 19 in 2012 and
won N.L. Rookie of the Year honors with 22
homers, 98 runs and a .270 BA, Harper’s abili-
ties seemed limitless. But then came the grow-
ing pains of a budding star in the majors, fac-
ing high expectations when it came to perfor-
mance. Nagging ailments forced him to miss
more than 100 games in 2013-2014, but last season, the 
talented slugger put together an MVP year with 38 doubles, 99 RBI, 
124 walks, a .330 BA and league-leading totals in runs (118), homers
(42), OBP (.460), slugging percentage (.649) and OPS (1.109). He clearly
has advanced to a new level of play.

JOSH DONALDSON, BLUE JAYS

Donaldson put the spark in a Blue Jays 
lineup that generated the most runs in the
majors in 2015. He became only the fourth
third baseman in major-league history to lead
his league in runs (122) and RBI (123) in the
same season. He also posted a .297 BA, .568
slugging mark, 41 doubles and 41 homers,
making him one of four third basemen to have a 40-homer/40-double 
season—Miguel Cabrera, Chipper Jones and Nolan Arenado being the
others. Donaldson also led the majors with three walk-off homers. He hit
.353 with runners in scoring position and .332 with men on base.

PAUL GOLDSCHMIDT D’BACKS

The D’backs first baseman placed second in
2013 MVP voting with a monster year, only to
be denied a repeat performance in 2014 by a
fractured left hand that forced him to miss
most of the final two months of the season.
Last year, Goldschmidt remained healthy and
put up big numbers: 33 homers, 38 doubles,
110 RBI and career-high marks in runs (103), stolen bases (21), walks
(118), batting average (.321), OBP (.435), slugging (.570) and OPS
(1.005). He is one of the game’s elite players who excels defensively at
his position. Now entering his prime years, Goldschmidt could become
a perennial MVP candidate.

ANDREW McCUTCHEN, PIRATES

Many clubs would suffer without their 
top star in the lineup, but take McCutchen 
away from the Pirates and they would be an
unrecognizable team. He is the spark that has
helped lead the Bucs to three postseason
appearances with his MVP-caliber play. He has
one N.L. Most Valuable Player Award under his
belt, and his 2015 campaign was very similar with a .292 BA, .401 OBP,
.488 slugging mark, 91 runs, 96 RBI, 36 doubles, 23 homers and 
98 walks. The five-time All-Star, a superb defensive center fielder, is
among the best all-around players in the game.

MIKE TROUT, ANGELS

Trout has put up league-leading totals in
each of his first four major-league seasons,
including top A.L. marks in slugging percent-
age (.590) and OPS (.991) in 2015. The All-
Star center fielder put up solid numbers with
a .299 BA, .402 OBP, 104 runs, 32 doubles,
41 homers, 90 RBI and 92 walks. He was on
pace for career-high marks in many offensive departments before
struggling with a wrist injury late in the season. Despite the slump
that fueled a .243 BA and only one home run and seven RBI over a
33-game stretch, Trout still ranked among the top players in most 
hitting categories.

TOP 10 PLAYERS
2015 PLAYER OF THE YEAR

Nationals pitcher Max Scherzer rewards Bryce Harper with a chocolate syrup 

bath after Harper’s walk-off homer off Braves pitcher Cody Martin on May 9.

S
po

rt
P

ic
s

S
po

rt
P

ic
s

S
po

rt
P

ic
s

S
po

rt
P

ic
s

S
po

rt
P

ic
s

SportPics



ERIC HOSMER, ROYALS

No one signified the winning attitude of 
the 2015 World Series champion Kansas City
Royals more than the Gold Glove first baseman.
Hosmer is a leader in the making and his never-
quit attitude carried over to a deep KC roster
that made its second straight trip to the Fall
Classic. Hosmer had his best season offensively
with 98 runs, 33 doubles, 18 homers, 93 RBI and a .297 BA. Although
he hit only .212 in 16 postseason games, most of his 17 RBI were
clutch, and his presence in the lineup factored into how opposing 
pitchers worked others in the lineup.

ANTHONY RIZZO, CUBS

The Chicago first baseman is still 
developing into an elite N.L. player, and his
leadership ability progressed as the club
claimed a wild-card playoff berth and
advanced to the NLCS. During the season,
Rizzo hit .278 with a .387 OBP, 101 RBI
(third in N.L.), 94 runs, 38 doubles, 31 homers
and 17 stolen bases. With his league-leading 30 hit-by-pitches, 
Rizzo joined Don Baylor (1986 Red Sox) as the only players with 
30 or more HBP and homers in the same season.

JOSE BAUTISTA, BLUE JAYS

Since he has become one of the most 
menacing hitters in the American League,
Bautista has come up short in MVP voting
due to other players topping his monster
numbers. He has placed third, fourth and
sixth in MVP voting the last five years, and fell
short again in 2015 despite his league-leading
110 walks, 108 runs, 114 RBI, 40 homers and the 
success of his powerful throwing arm. Teammate Josh Donaldson was
the most consistent performer for Toronto, but it is Bautista who is 
the heart and soul of the club.

YOENIS CESPEDES, METS

With the Tigers, Cespedes was having his
typically productive season. Once he changed
into a Mets uniform, however, he transformed
the New York lineup into a pennant-winning
club and became one of the most feared slug-
gers in the league. He sparked a struggling
offense in his 57 games with the Mets, hitting
.287 with 14 doubles, 17 homers, 44 RBI and a .604 slugging 
percentage. His combined totals for both clubs were impressive: 
184 hits, 42 doubles, 35 homers, 101 runs, 105 RBI and a .291 BA.
Without Cespedes, the Mets likely don’t make a playoff run. But with
him, New York’s offense took off and nicely complemented a dominant 
pitching staff.

NOLAN ARENADO, ROCKIES

The three-time Gold Glove winner is the
best defensive third baseman in the game,
and in 2015 he proved to be among the most
productive hitters in the majors. He posted
career-high marks in runs (97), hits (177),
doubles (43), batting average (.287), slug-
ging percentage (.575), OPS (.898), homers
(42) and RBI (130). He tied for the National League lead in homers
with Bryce Harper, and his RBI total was tops in the majors—as 
were his final marks in total bases (354) and sacrifice flies (11). He
became the fourth player in Colorado Rockies franchise history with a
40-homer/40-double season, joining Todd Helton, Larry Walker and
Ellis Burks.
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YOUNGEST PLAYERS TO 
REACH 40 HOMERS IN A SEASON

AGE AT SEASON

PLAYER, TEAM YEAR 40TH HR TOTAL

Mel Ott, Giants 1929 20 yrs., 203 days 42
Eddie Mathews, Braves 1953 21 yrs., 316 days 47
Johnny Bench, Reds 1970 22 yrs., 249 days 45
Joe DiMaggio, Yankees 1937 22 yrs., 285 days 46
Juan Gonzalez, Rangers 1992 22 yrs., 326 days 43
Bryce Harper, Nationals 2015 22 yrs., 335 days 42
Eddie Mathews, Braves 1954 22 yrs., 347 days 40
Alex Rodriguez, Mariners 1998 23 yrs., 54 days 42
Reggie Jackson, A’s 1969 23 yrs., 72 days 47
Harmon Killebrew, Senators 1959 23 yrs., 74 days 42
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I
n June 2014, an American League
scout with 35 years experience as a
scout and farm director filed a report
that raised his general manager’s

eyebrows.
Scouts use a 2-to-8 system to evaluate

hitting ability, power, speed, arm strength
and fielding. A 2 is poor, 5 is major-league
average and 8 is, well, off the charts.
There is a blank at the end for overall rat-
ing.

This A.L. scout—evaluating the com-
plete package, including makeup—
awarded a young player in the Chicago
Cubs minor-league system an unheard-of
overall grade of 8.

“In 25 years of scouting, I’d never given
anyone an 8, except Joe Mauer,” the scout
said of the Minnesota Twins star—a career
.313 hitter and six-time All-Star who owns
three batting championships, three Gold
Gloves and a league MVP trophy.

“My general manager asked if I was
sure about the overall 8,” the scout said.
“I told him that above and beyond the tal-
ent, the power, the arm and the rest, I saw
a kid who came out and worked on
defense an hour before his team took bat-
ting practice. And based on talking with
the manager and coaches on his minor-
league team, I learned he was a better
person and teammate than anyone they
had in the system.”

In 2015, the scout and his GM could
only imagine what it would have been
like to have Kris Bryant playing for them.
The beneficiaries of Bryant’s breakout
rookie season were the Cubs, who select-
ed him out of the University of San Diego
with the second overall pick in the June
2013 draft.

Baseball Digest’s 2015 Rookie of the
Year, the young third baseman led the
Cubs’ 24-game improvement from 73 vic-
tories in 2014 to 97 this past season. At 23,
he had the finest rookie season in Cubs
history, hitting .275 with 26 home runs
and 99 RBI. 

“I’m thrilled that a fine young man like
Kris was the one to better my numbers,”
said Hall of Famer Billy Williams, whose
25 homers and 86 RBI in 1961 had been
the previous bests by a Cubs rookie.
“He’s going to have a great career and
represent the team and the game in a
first-class way.”

Bryant was among four Cubs rookies
who contributed offensively to a magical
season—one in which the club came
within four victories of its first World

Among his 26 homers during his rookie
campaign, Bryant stroked 12 two-run
homers, 10 solo shots, two three-run

homers and two grand slams.
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Series appearance since 1945. With a lineup that often
included six players 26 or younger, the third-place Cubs
shut out the second-place Pittsburgh Pirates in the
National League Wild Card game, then cruised past the
N.L. Central champion St. Louis Cardinals three games to
one in the N.L. Division Series.

The Cubs’ party ended abruptly with a four-game sweep
at the hands of the New York Mets in the NLCS. Still,
advancing through two rounds of postseason play was
gratifying for a team that had averaged 95 losses the pre-
vious three seasons.

Battling to the bitter end, Bryant hit a two-run homer
with the Cubs down seven runs in the eighth inning of the
final game.

“If you’re a teammate or a fan, you have to be excited
about the future when you see an at-bat like Kris had
when we were out of that ballgame. But then, he and the
young players on this team did that all season,” said veter-
an pitcher Jon Lester, whose decision to sign a long-term
contract with the Cubs entering 2015 stemmed largely
from President of Baseball Operations Theo Epstein’s
infusion of young talent.

Bryant hit just .176 over the nine postseason games, with
two homers and five RBI. He struck out 12 times.  

“The season didn’t end the way we wanted, but we can
take a lot of positives from it,” Bryant said. “The loss (to
the Mets) is very motivating. We got close to where we
wanted, and not many people expected that from us. But I
didn’t feel I hit the way I could have in the postseason, nor
did a lot of the guys. The Mets beat us, but that will moti-

vate all of us to get to that next level going forward.
“We have a winning attitude here, and I don’t see that

changing. Next year we hope to amp it up a little bit more.
We’ll continue to grow and be better for it.”

For Bryant, the season was full of learning experi-
ences. While he had an impressive .369 OBP, which
ranked 21st in the majors, he struck out a club-record 199
times. 

That’s eighth on the all-time major-league list. Yet it
would be premature to lump Bryant with whiff kings such
as Mark Reynolds and Adam Dunn. More likely, this was a
gifted young hitter adjusting to the majors. Bryant’s .275
average was 13 points higher than that of anyone ahead of
him on the single-season strikeout list. 

His intangibles included a .333 average with the bases
loaded and a .292 mark with runners in scoring position.
Bryant also proved he could run, stealing 13 bases and col-
lecting 18 infield hits. His infield-hit percentage of 14.4—
the percentage of groundballs resulting in hits—tied for
the highest in the majors.

Nonetheless, despite a fast start (.318 in April) result-
ing in an All-Star selection and an appearance in the All-
Star Home Run Derby, Bryant hit the skids in midseason.
He batted .168 in July, and his
average reached a season-
low .244 on Aug. 1.

Epstein didn’t fret.

Regarded as one of the best all-around 

first-year players in the majors last season,

Kris Bryant also packaged together the 

drive and desire to get better



“I remember his (pro) debut in Boise (rookie ball),” Epstein
said. “He was 0-for-5 with five punch-outs. We had to remind
ourselves not to overreact. Within a couple of weeks, he was
promoted to high A.”

Bryant’s strong recovery—he hit higher than .330 in
August and September—powered the Cubs into the postsea-
son. Still, he went without an RBI in his last six regular-sea-
son games to miss joining teammate Anthony Rizzo in the
100-RBI club.

Defensively, Bryant started 136 games at third base and 10
in the outfield. Manager Joe Maddon even started him in left
field in the N.L. Wild Card game. Though tall for a big-league
third baseman at 6-foot-5, Bryant was solid defensively. His
17 errors were the sixth-fewest in the N.L. at that position. In
the outfield, he handled 21 chances flawlessly.

Maddon showed confidence in Bryant from the start, bat-
ting him cleanup in his major-league debut and using him as
a fill-in in center field and left field during his first week.

“I explained my expectations were for him to enjoy himself
and play hard,” Maddon said. “Those are two areas a young
player can control.” 

For Cubs fans—and for Bryant—the countdown to his
major-league debut was almost as agonizing as the ongoing
wait for the club’s first World Series championship since
1908.

Despite hitting a combined 43 homers at the Double-A and
Triple-A levels in 2014—plus a major-league-leading nine in
spring training 2015—Bryant was assigned to Triple-A Iowa
to start the 2015 season. With management seemingly moti-
vated by service-time issues, Cubs fans echoed the frustra-
tion of Bryant and his agent, Scott Boras.

On April 17, injuries left the Cubs needing third-base help
and prompted Bryant’s recall. Since he’d spent at least 12
days in the minors to start the season, he wouldn’t be credit-
ed with a full year of big-league service. The Cubs would
retain rights to his services through 2021 instead of just 2020.

“If you have the right perspective in life, things usually
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KRIS BRYANT, CUBS

Bryant heads a deep, talented rookie class.
The second overall pick in 2013, he joined the
Cubs in mid-April after stroking 55 home runs
in just 181 minor-league games. Bryant didn’t
pop a homer in his first 20 big-league contests,
though he drove in 13 runs, drew 17 walks and
posted a .411 OBP. Then the power emerged.
From that point on—a stretch of 131 games—the third baseman
stroked 26 doubles and 26 home runs, and generated an .874 OPS. He
led all rookies with 99 RBI and topped the National League with 199
strikeouts. Bryant, who just turned 24, was named N.L. Rookie of the
Year at season’s end.

CARLOS CORREA, ASTROS

Houston drafted Correa first overall in 2012,
choosing him over Byron Buxton, picked 
second by Minnesota and widely considered
the game’s best prospect a year ago. In 2015,
the Astros watched Correa, all of 20, tear
through two minor-league levels before instantly
providing an upgrade at a key position for the
upstart Astros in June. The athletic, 6-foot-4 shortstop hit safely in nine
of his first 10 games, batting .349 with three doubles, three homers 
and seven RBI. Correa, who won A.L. Rookie of the Year honors after a
terrific second half, finished with 22 doubles, 22 homers, 68 RBI, 
14 steals and an .857 OPS in 99 games. 

NOAH SYNDERGAARD, METS

Long considered one of the game’s best
pitching prospects, the 6-foot-6 Syndergaard
brought his power stuff to New York in time for
the Mets’ surprise run to the World Series. The
right-hander allowed fewer than two earned
runs in 11 of his 24 starts, en route to a 9-7
record, 3.24 ERA and 166 strikeouts in 150
innings. Syndergaard earned the only “W” in the Mets’ five-game World
Series loss to Kansas City. He and fellow rookie Steven Matz pitched like
veterans in October, and the two premier pitching prospects fuel hope
the Mets will soon return to the World Series. 

MIGUEL SANO, TWINS

During Minnesota’s surprising playoff push,
Sano, recalled in July, provided some much-
needed muscle to the lineup. The power
prospect delivered 17 doubles and 18 homers
in just 80 games, and his .916 OPS easily
topped all Twins regulars. The 6-foot-4, 260-
pound rookie served as Minnesota’s DH in all
but 11 games, but after the Twins signed Korean slugger Byung Ho Park
in December, Sano may land in right field in the spring. Wherever he
plays, he will be penciled into the cleanup spot in 2016. His 2015 suc-
cess overshadowed the solid rookie performance of teammate Eddie
Rosario. 

FRANCISCO LINDOR, INDIANS

Correa arrived with more fanfare in the midst
of a pennant race, but soon fans will talk about
both Lindor and Correa as elite shortstops.
Both Puerto Rican natives were American
League Rookie of the Year finalists, and the
tools-rich Lindor made his case by hitting .313
in 99 games, the highest mark among rookies
with 100 at-bats. The switch-hitter, who just turned 22, knows the strike
zone and drew lots of walks in the minors. His walk rate was down in
2015, and he initially struggled following his mid-June promotion. But
Lindor hit .345/.386/.544 after the break and finished with 22 doubles,
12 homers, 12 steals and an .835 OPS. 

TOP 10 ROOKIES

In 151 games played in 2015, Bryant started 136 at third base, four in left field,

one in center field, five in right field and one each at first base and DH.

2015 ROOKIE OF THE YEAR
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turn out the way you want them to,” Bryant said in reflection. 
Success has followed Bryant throughout his baseball life,

which began at age 5. That’s when his father, Mike, a former
outfielder in the Boston organization, began working with
him. 

Kris developed into a high school star in his hometown of
Las Vegas before becoming the 2013 Golden Spikes winner as
the best player in college baseball. 

After being drafted by the Cubs, Bryant hit .336 in his first
taste of professional ball, then won MVP honors competing
against other top prospects in the Arizona Fall League.

His monster 2014 minor-league season—including a .325
average, 110 RBI and 1.099 OPS—left little doubt a star was on
the horizon.

Maddon, whom the Cubs were fortunate to sign last winter
due to a loophole in his Tampa Bay contract, had a huge effect
on the success of rookies Bryant, Addison Russell, Jorge Soler
and Kyle Schwarber. 

“All year, from spring training through the playoffs, BP
(batting practice) was optional,” Bryant said. “And Joe was
always consistent whether we lost or won. He believed in us
and gave us a lot of respect and freedom to do our jobs. The
last game he had a magician come in (the second time
Maddon had done that). We enjoyed stuff like that.”

Bryant played a total of 181 games in the minors, but they
stretched over more than two seasons. Contrast that with
exactly the same number, counting spring training, minor
leagues and postseason, in 2015 alone. 

“The whole season was a different animal for me,” he said.
“You’re a little beat mentally, but I personally would not have
it any other way. This is a game I love to play.”

As for Rookie of the Year honors, Bryant said, “To be recog-
nized as the best is nice, but while flattering, trophies are
things you put on a shelf. To me, playing and winning with a
group like we did this year is the reason you become a base-
ball player. Ten years from now, they will not remember my
batting average or how many strikeouts I had. This is a team
sport.”

Spoken like a perfect 8. BD

JUNG HO KANG, PIRATES

After generating eye-popping 2014 numbers
in the Korean Baseball Organization—a .356
average, 40 homers and 117 RBI in 117
games—Kang became the first Korean player
to go directly from the KBO to the majors. He
made a successful transition, delivering 24
doubles and 15 homers in 126 games while
batting .287/.355/.426. Playing shortstop and third base, he went on a
tear upon taking over at short for the injured Jordy Mercer in July. The
28-year-old Kang, a key cog in Pittsburgh’s 98-win season, required
mid-September surgery for a fractured left leg and meniscus tear in 
his left knee, suffered on a hard slide at second base. 

MATT DUFFY, GIANTS

The Giants lost Pablo Sandoval to free
agency a year ago, and Duffy emerged to 
produce better numbers than Sandoval did for
Boston. After three minor-league seasons,
Duffy, in his major-league debut, set single-
season highs in runs (77), doubles (28), home
runs (12) and RBI (77). That in part explains
how Duffy has gone largely unnoticed in the minors—thought of more
as a utility guy—but he grabbed the third-base job last spring and
became a Rookie of the Year finalist by batting .295 and leading the
rookie class with 169 hits. 

LANCE McCULLERS, ASTROS

With a blistering fastball and breaking pitch,
McCullers has struggled with control, spurring
talk of a move to the bullpen. But the 23-year-
old right-hander was far more consistent in 22
starts with Houston in 2015. He finished 6-7
with a 3.22 ERA and a surprising 1.19 WHIP.
His walk rate dropped, as he walked 43 and
fanned 129 in 125.2 innings. McCullers won only once in his last eight
starts, a stretch in which he recorded six quality starts and allowed just
two earned runs his other two times out. Then he gave up just two hits
and two runs in 6.1 innings of an ALDS loss to the Royals.

JOC PEDERSON, DODGERS

After hammering 33 home runs, stealing 
30 bases and posting a 1.017 OPS for Triple-A
Albuquerque in 2014, Pederson took over in
center last spring and was batting .298 and
slugging .596 heading into May—with four
homers and 17 walks in 21 games. He drilled
nine May homers, but was making less contact
and strikeouts began piling up. The 23-year-old Pederson went into full
slump mode after the All-Star break and lost his starting role. The future
is still bright for Pederson, who matched Kris Bryant with a rookie-best
26 homers, rarely abandoned his plate patience, and led all rookies with
92 walks. 

JUSTIN BOUR, MARLINS

The Marlins signed Michael Morse a year
ago, seemingly scrubbing Bour’s chances of
substantial big-league playing time despite a
productive Triple-A season in 2014. While
Morse struggled, the 27-year-old Bour provided
the power bat the Marlins were looking for. The
6-foot-4, 250-pound rookie popped 23 homers
and led Miami with 73 RBI, partially offsetting the loss of Giancarlo
Stanton, the club’s top run producer, who required season-ending
hamate bone surgery in June. The left-handed-hitting Bour finished
strong with nine homers and 27 RBI in his last 30 games, thus 
nailing down a starting job in 2016.
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1Last season, 20 players hit 30 or more homers in the major

leagues. Among those 20, who were the only three to also 

finish the year with a batting average of .300 or higher?

2In 2015, Max Scherzer of the Nationals tossed two no-hit-

ters and was one of six pitchers to throw a no-hit game 

in the majors. Collect two points for each of the other five 

no-hit hurlers you can identify.

3Eric Hosmer of the Royals was one of 24 players with 90 or

more RBI in the majors last season. He drove in 93 runs with only 18 home runs.

Who is the only other player to have as many as 90 RBI with fewer than 20 homers:

Buster Posey, Matt Kemp, Adam Lind or Carlos Santana?

4Orioles slugger Chris Davis led the majors with 208 strikeouts in 2015 to

become the fifth player to surpass 200 Ks in a single season. Collect 10 points if

you can identify three of the other four.

5Hitting 40 or more doubles and home runs in the same

season has been accomplished 38 times in MLB history,

with Nolan Arenado of the Rockies and Josh Donaldson of the

Blue Jays joining the club in 2015. Who is the only member of

this fraternity to have fewer than 100 RBI in his 40/40 season:

Derrek Lee, Albert Pujols, Alfonso Soriano or Todd Helton?

6Who holds the major-league record for most runs

scored in a season (142) without attempting a single

stolen base: Roger Maris, Ted Williams, Mark McGwire or Joe DiMaggio?

7Among the 28 pitchers who worked 200 or more innings in 2015, James Shields

of the Padres surrendered the most baserunners through hits allowed (189) and

walks (81), with 270. Who allowed the fewest with 188: Jake Arrieta, Zack Greinke,

Dallas Keuchel or David Price?

8With 301 strikeouts last season, Clayton Kershaw

of the Dodgers became the eighth left-hander

since 1900 to fan 300 or more batters in a season.

Collect 10 points if you can identify three of the other

seven.

9 Last season, the Astros had a 20-game winner in

Dallas Keuchel and a 19-game winner in Collin

McHugh. The only season that Houston had two

20-game winners was 1999. Collect five points for

each Astros 20-game winner you can identify

from that season.

10 Since the save became an official

statistic in 1969, Mark Melancon

became the second Pirates reliever to lead

the N.L. in saves after posting 51 last season.

Who was the first Bucs closer to lead 

the league: Kent Tekulve, Dave Giusti,

Joel Hanrahan or Jason Grilli?

BASEBALL QUICK QUIZ ANSWERS ON PAGE 62

Collect 10 points for each question answered correctly. 

(If you score 80 or better, you’re a Hall of Famer; 70 or better, 

MVP; between 60 and 70, All-Star; and 40 to 60, a minor leaguer.)
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NOLAN
ARENADO

DID YOU KNOW . . . that the most
strikeouts by a pitcher in a season who
had a losing record is 327? In 1976, Nolan
Ryan of the Angels fanned 327 batters and
posted a 17-18 won-lost record.

Most Strikeouts With Losing Record
Year Pitcher, Team SO W-L
1976 Nolan Ryan, Angels 327 17-18
1983 Steve Carlton, Phillies 275 15-16
1987 Nolan Ryan, Astros 270 8-16
2004 Ben Sheets, Brewers 264 12-14
1977 Phil Niekro, Braves 262 16-20
1978 Nolan Ryan, Angels 260 10-13
1910 Ed Walsh, White Sox 258 18-20
1996 Roger Clemens, Red Sox 257 10-13
2015 Chris Archer, Rays 252 12-13
2015 Corey Kluber, Indians 245 9-16
1986 Mark Langston, Mariners 245 12-14

NOLAN
RYAN
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I
t is early in the 2015 season, but not
too early for panic to grip Pittsburgh.
The Pirates have played 14 games,
losing more than winning, and Mark

Melancon has pitched in half of them. If
you want to call that “pitching.”

He has a loss and a blown save. The
ERA is up (8.53), the speed of his pitches
is down. The vultures—or, if you will, the
sharks—are circling. Fans and media
want his job or, not willing to stop there,
his head.

Pirates manager Clint Hurdle calls
Melancon into his office. He tells the 30-
year-old right-hander to “tune out the
outside noise,” that his job isn’t in jeop-
ardy, essentially the same message he
later shares with reporters.

“I’m not going to overreact. It would be
an absolute overreaction to make a
switch now for one blown save,” Hurdle
says. “You gotta give men some rope.
He’s going to close (tomorrow) if we have
a lead late.”

Melancon closed the next day, the day
after that, and all the rest of the days. If
not for a two-out error in Pittsburgh’s
Aug. 18 game against the Diamondbacks,
he would have finished the season with
an ongoing streak of 50 straight save con-
versions.

“Yeah, I do think about that,” Melancon
admitted, betraying the immense pride
the hard-working, obsessively prepared
reliever takes in his work.

Still, 49 out of 50 ain’t bad. Or his final
tally of 51 saves in 53 opportunities. It was
certainly stellar enough for a heap of
awards, among them Baseball Digest’s
Reliever of the Year.

Melancon was astonishingly efficient
in setting a new club record for saves,
surpassing Mike Williams’ 46 in 2002. He
produced the 15th season of 50-plus
saves on record, and he reached the fig-
ure in the fewest opportunities and with
the third-highest conversion percentage
of 96.2, trailing only Eric Gagne (55-for-55
in 2003) and Trevor Hoffman (98 percent
on 53 of 54 in 1998). 

The dependable Melancon worked
clean 1-2-3 innings in 34 of his 78 appear-
ances, and 22 of his saves came in one-
run games, a major contribution to the
Pirates’ MLB-leading 36 one-run wins.

He went from May 15 to Aug. 5 without
allowing an earned run, and finished
strong. In a 10-game stretch from Sept. 9-
25, he retired 26 straight men, falling one
short of an invisible  “perfect game.”

After being drafted by the Yankees in
2006 and making his big-league debut
with New York in 2009, Melancon made

stops in Houston (2010-2011) and
Boston (2012) before finally settling 

in Pittsburgh (2013-2015).
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Here is a fascinating breakdown of Melancon’s impact:
of the Pirates’ 98 wins, 11 were walk-offs and 31 were by
four-plus runs. That means Melancon had a hand in 51 of
the 56 wins that were “in doubt.” 

All in all, a convincing triumph over opponents and
doubters to validate Melancon’s vagabond career of perse-
verance. With a relatively low profile perhaps not even
raised by his breakthrough season—he isn’t animated or
controversial and doesn’t throw gas, all the things we love
about our pinup closers—Melancon is the proverbial
overnight success.

“If he was in a bigger city, or threw harder, they’d make
more noise about him,” Hurdle said. “He’s been the proto-
typical guy who squeezes every bit of talent out of himself.
He flat-out gets people out.”

The Pirates are Melancon’s fourth major-league team,
and he was perceived as a “throw-in” in the December
2012 deal that moved former closer Joel Hanrahan to

Boston. Funny thing about that perception: it was due
to Melancon’s 6.20 ERA in 41 appearances with the
Red Sox. To this day, the proud pitcher is as defensive

about his work in Boston as about his performance
with the Bucs early in the 2015 season.

“I don’t think I ‘struggled’ with the Red Sox,” he
said. “If you take a look at my log, a couple of real-
ly bad outings threw the overall numbers out of

whack. Once I straightened out a few things, I
finished strong there. Same thing this season. 

“That’s what I’m most proud of about my
season: being able to put the negativity early

in the season behind me. I’m proud of being able to know
what I’m capable of, and sticking to my plan and not lis-
tening to outside sources.”

Most annoying to Melancon among those “outside
sources” is the radar gun. Critics made a huge deal when
the average speed of his cut-fastball in April was 89 mph,
two miles slower than it had been in 2014. 

“Two? I don’t pay attention to that. I’m worried only
about results,” Melancon had said defiantly.

Truth be told, the drop in velocity of “a couple of ticks”
did bother Hurdle and his respected pitching coach, Ray
Searage. Yet they realized speed wasn’t his game.

“It’s command and execution,” Hurdle said. “He exe-
cutes every single pitch as well as anybody in the game,
starter or closer. (Zack) Greinke, (Jake) Arrieta … anybody.
He makes some very accomplished hitters look silly, the
kind of swings they take. Never mind how fast it comes
in—look at how fast it goes out. Nothing gets barreled.”

“Exit velocity” indeed is one of baseball’s new buzz
phrases. The average exite velocity of balls put in play off
Melancon was 79 mph—eight below the MLB average.
That is a noteworthy equalizer, because even when
Melancon’s cutter returned to 91-
mph territory by season’s end,
it was still five miles slower
than the fastballs of the two
men behind him on the
National League saves
leaderboard, St. Louis’
Trevor Rosenthal (48)

Pirates All-Star closer Mark Melancon led the 

majors with 51 saves and was as efficient as 

any reliever in the game—with 34 perfect frames 

while allowing only 73 baserunners in 76.2 innings 



and the Mets’ Jeurys Familia (43).
“Sometimes people think that firing 98-99 is the only thing

that matters, but it’s not,” said Joakim Soria, who, despite a
far more extensive track record as a closer, had to take a setup
role behind Melancon when acquired from Detroit at the July
31 trade deadline. “At the end, 50 saves is 50 saves no matter
how you do it. What he’s done this season has been amazing.”

And it wasn’t by accident. 
To the frequent frustration of media covering the Pirates,

Melancon is rarely seen in the locker room, before or after
games. He is either exercising in the weight room or poring
over batters’ tendencies in the video room. Melancon has
made a science of reading swings, and adjusting, often on the
fly, and video work helps with that.

The workout regimen helps keep him strong, as evidenced
by his September dominance while pitching a career-high
76.2 innings. Prior to the start of the season, Melancon, with
70 career saves at the time, had never posted saves on three
consecutive days. He turned that trick five times in 2015.

“He’s the most prepared guy I’ve ever seen,” said Tony
Watson, the left-hander who joined Melancon in the Pirates’
lethal end-game combo. “He knows what his strengths are
and he absolutely knows what the hitters’ weaknesses are. He
knows who is going to pinch-hit, who is coming off the
bench, who might pinch-run, defensive situations that are
developing, and he pitches to that.”

Until ninth-inning incumbent Jason Grilli broke down in
mid-2014, Melancon’s biggest contribution to the Pittsburgh
bullpen appeared to be the nickname he gave it. After an off-
season swim among great white sharks off the coast of New
Zealand, he dubbed the relief corps “The Shark Tank,” which
became an iconic symbol of the ’14 Bucs, who even had an
aquarium with live sharks in the middle of their clubhouse.

Prior to taking over ninth-inning duties, Melancon was
exceptional at setting up Grilli. In 2013, he worked the eighth
inning 36 times, posting a 1.00 ERA and walking just four. He
earned a spot on the N.L. All-Star team, a rare occurrence for
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MARK MELANCON, PIRATES

As a member of the Pirates the last three
seasons, Melancon has pitched in 222 games
with a 9-9 record, 100 saves and a 1.85 ERA.
In 2015 he led all major-league relievers with
51 saves—the 12th closer to save 50 or more
in a season—while working in 78 games and
76.2 innings. The right-hander posted a .962
save percentage (51-for-53) and surrendered only 57 hits, 14 walks 
and two hit-batsmen for a 0.926 WHIP. His consistency in the late
innings helped guide Pittsburgh to its third consecutive postseason
appearance.

JEURYS FAMILIA, METS

Although he was credited with three blown
save opportunities in the World Series, those
should be disregarded since the Mets’ defen-
sive game worked against the 26-year old clos-
er. That wasn’t the case during the regular sea-
son. The right-hander became the Mets’ short
man and came through with a 2-2 record, 1.85
ERA and 43 saves while leading the N.L. with 65 games finished. 
In 78 innings of work, he fanned 86 while walking only 19 and allowing
only 59 hits. He began his tenure as closer by converting his first 13
save opportunities and ended the year with 16 consecutive saves—
in between he saved 19 out of 24 contests for an overall .896 save 
percentage.

TREVOR ROSENTHAL, CARDINALS

When he became the everyday St. Louis
closer in 2014, the right-handed flame-thrower
had some rough outings, as his 3.20 ERA indi-
cates, but he still was credited with 45 saves,
fourth most in the majors. Last season, he
improved to 48 saves, second most in MLB,
and posted a 2.10 ERA and 83 strikeouts in
68.2 innings. He failed in only three save opportunities for a .941 
save percentage, and had a 21-game save streak. As his consistency
improves, Rosenthal will continue to be a dominating force for the
Cardinals.

ANDREW MILLER, YANKEES

After the retirement of Mariano Rivera in
2013, the Yankees moved David Robertson to
take over as closer. He delivered with 39 saves
and a 3.08 ERA, but Robertson departed at the
end of 2014 to sign with the White Sox. So
New York was in search of another replacement
to close games, and Miller—a 30-year-old,
nine-year MLB veteran who bounced around as a starter and 
reliever—locked down the role. Not only did he save 36 games in 38
chances, he held opponents to a .151 batting average. Miller surrendered
only 33 hits and 20 walks in 61.2 innings, while fanning 100 batters and
posting a 2.04 ERA. His first season as Yankees closer earned him the
Mariano Rivera Award, representing the A.L.’s top Reliever of the Year. 

ZACH BRITTON, ORIOLES

Breaking into the majors as a starter in
2011, Britton struggled with an 18-17 record
and a 4.77 ERA in 46 starts. He found his role
when Baltimore moved him to the bullpen.
Britton has become one of the game’s top
closers over the last two years, with a com-
bined total of seven wins, 73 saves and a 1.77
ERA. Last season he finished third in the A.L. with 36 saves in 40 oppor-
tunities, and posted a 4-1 won-lost record and 1.92 ERA. If you subtract
his four blown saves from his record, his ERA reads 1.16 in his other 
60 appearances. He’s now one of the game’s most reliable closers.

TOP 10 RELIEVERS

From 2011 to 2014, Melancon’s save percentage was .824, with 70 saves in 85

opportunities. In 2015, he saved 51 of 53 games for a save percentage of .962.

2015 RELIEVER OF THE YEAR
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a setup man, and now he’s been an All-Star both as a middle-
man and as a closer.

In Hurdle’s view, the shark allegory is perfect. Sharks are
renowned for smelling blood, then going in for the kill.
Melancon’s blood is a two-strike count. Melancon’s quiet, stu-
dious demeanor traps some into thinking that he is the laid-
back opposite of the archetypical closer, a portrayal that
makes Hurdle snicker. 

“He may not show it on the outside, but this guy is as com-
petitive as they come,” Hurdle said. “When he comes off the
mound and shakes your hand, you feel it. You see it in his
eyes. 

“You talk to him, he’s very reserved, very humble, quiet.
But he’s a completely different cat on the mound. If the ball
was a knife, he’d cut you. He is as intense a competitor on the
mound as I’ve had.”

Another perfect analogy, intentional or not, because the
cutter is Melancon’s main weapon. A wicked hard-sinking
curve is his put-away strikeout pitch, but the cutter sets up
hitters for the kill because, as Melancon reasons, you can’t hit
something you can’t see.

“That pitch starts to bend three-quarters of the way to the
plate,” Melancon said with characteristic profundity. “So it’s
in the hitter’s blind spot the last 15 feet. He swings where he
thinks the ball will be, but doesn’t really see it.”

Sort of like Melancon’s ascension into the ranks of elite
closers. No one saw it coming, but all of Pittsburgh cheered
its arrival. BD

AROLDIS CHAPMAN, REDS

Without question, Chapman is the most
intimidating closer in the game. In 2015, his
average fastball was 100 mph, with high marks
of 103. According to Statcast, a source that
measures pitch velocity in the major leagues,
Chapman had the top 50 velocity readings.
Coming in to close games for Cincinnati, the
left-hander saved 33 with a 1.63 ERA and 116 strikeouts in 66.1
innings—15.7 Ks per nine innings pitched. At times he continued to 
suffer from control problems, resulting in 33 walks, five hit-batsmen 
and seven wild pitches that resulted in three blown saves. But when he
is on, Chapman is unhittable, as demonstrated by his 11 outings in
which he struck out the side in order.

WADE DAVIS, ROYALS

Davis is a hard-throwing right-hander who
struggled as a starter before finding a role as a
setup man for the Royals in 2014. He finished
with a 9-2 record, 1.00 ERA, three saves and
33 holds. He worked eighth innings in 2015
until Kansas City closer Greg Holland went
down with a season-ending injury and Davis
was promoted to closer. In that role he saved 17 games and 
finished with an overall record of 8-1 with a 0.94 ERA and 78 strikeouts
in 67.1 innings. In the postseason, Davis went 1-0 with four saves and
18 strikeouts in 10 innings—without allowing a run. His emergence
helped solidify the Royals, who have had among the best bullpens in the
game over the last two years. The pen was key to winning the 2015
World Series.

KENLEY JANSEN, DODGERS

Jansen has always possessed a powerful
arm out of the Dodgers bullpen, as his career
2.28 ERA and 528 strikeouts in 340 innings
indicate. He turned in another solid perfor-
mance last season, with 36 saves in 38 oppor-
tunities and 80 strikeouts in 52.1 innings.
Jansen’s control is phenomenal; he issued only
eight walks and two hit-batsmen while finishing with a 0.783 WHIP. 
Had the start of his season not been delayed six weeks because of
injury, his numbers would have been even more impressive.

BRAD ZIEGLER, DIAMONDBACKS

The 36-year old, right-handed submariner
had the best year of his eight seasons in the
major leagues, as he saved 30 games with a
1.85 ERA and 0.956 WHIP. Opponents hit only
.196 against him and he induced eight double
plays and 128 groundball outs— the most
groundball outs among relievers in the closing
role. Ziegler converted his last 28 save opportunities and saved 30 of 32
chances for a .934 save percentage. 

CRAIG KIMBREL, PADRES

After leading the N.L. in saves his first four
seasons in the major leagues, Kimbrel fell off a
bit in 2015 by finishing fourth among closers
with a career-low 39 saves. Although his num-
bers weren’t as dominant last season, the
right-hander continued his consistency with 39
saves in 43 opportunities (.907) and 87 strike-
outs in 59.1 innings. Opponents batted just .185 against him. Traded to
Boston for the 2016 season, Kimbrel may rebound to reach his five-year
average save output of 45.
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P
rince Fielder was an iron man.
He wasn’t The Iron Man or the
Iron Horse—nicknames once
bestowed upon Cal Ripken, Jr.

and Lou Gehrig—but he was building a
pretty good reputation for showing up
every day ready to play.

Fielder had played in 547 consecutive
games, the longest active streak in the
major leagues, and in a five-year stretch
(2009-13), he had missed just one game
because of flu-like symptoms. He had
also appeared in at least 157 games in
eight straight seasons and had never
been on the disabled list.

But Fielder wasn’t dealing with flu-like
symptoms in May 2014 as he struggled to
get by in his first year as the Rangers first
baseman. He knew something was terri-
bly wrong at the plate.

“I couldn’t move,” Fielder said. “I
couldn’t move enough to get into any
kind of habits. It wasn’t a bad swing. I just
had no power. I got to the ball decently,
there just wasn’t anything there. I wasn’t
strong enough to complete my swing.”

He had played in 42 games for the
Rangers and was hitting .247 with three
home runs, 16 RBI and a .360 slugging
percentage. This was not what the
Rangers were expecting when they
acquired Fielder from the Tigers for sec-
ond baseman Ian Kinsler in the offsea-
son.

Fielder finally shut it down in mid-
May. He went to see Dr. Drew Dosset, the
Rangers’ back and spine consultant who
diagnosed a herniated disk in the neck.
The recommendation was season-ending
injury and Fielder knew he had no
choice.

“I was being stubborn,” Fielder said.
“I’ve obviously played through injuries,
playing that many games in a row. I was
obviously banged up a little bit. I thought
once it goes away, I’ll be fine. But it was-
n’t going away. Once we knew what it
was, it was a relief that it was something
that could be fixed. It was just, ‘Get it
fixed and come back strong once it
healed.’”

Fielder did come back strong. He was
strong enough to play in 158 games for
the Rangers in 2015, hitting .305 with 23
home runs, 98 RBI, a .378 OBP and a .463
slugging percentage. He was the Rangers’
lone representative for the All-Star Game
and helped them win their sixth American
League West Division title.

For the way he came back strong,

Before his 2014 neck injury forced him 
to miss 120 games, Fielder had played in

1,283 of his teams’ 1,296 games the 
previous eight seasons (2006-2013).
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2015 COMEBACK PLAYER OF THE YEAR PRINCE FIELDER
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Fielder is Baseball Digest’s Comeback Player of the Year.
“There were doubts,” Fielder said. “You have neck

surgery, you don’t know where you’re at. You haven’t
played in a year or so; you don’t know where you’re going
to be. You worry a lot. Anytime someone does surgery, let
alone on your spine, it’s a little weird. It just motivated me
to work hard to get healthy and see what happened.

“I think definitely the injury helped as far as my
approach to the game and everything. When you lose
something, you realize that you liked it a lot. You try to
enjoy it as much as you can when you come back.”

Fielder’s story helped the Rangers fashion their own
dramatic comeback. They lost 95 games in 2014 and

finished in last place as Fielder’s herniated disk was
just one of many injuries the Rangers had to deal

with through a trying season.
Fielder was still the biggest question mark

when the Rangers reported to spring training.
He was a power-hitter coming back from an
unusual injury, and the Rangers’ biggest hope

was the opinion rendered by Dosset.
“Dr. Dossett was really convincing on Prince,”

general manager Jon Daniels said. “He was adamant
he’d have a full recovery and he was right. It was still
scary though—to have a lost year in his prime, and with
an injury we just don’t have a lot of experience with.”
New manager Jeff Banister didn’t know what to expect

either. The Rangers had hired Banister from the Pirates
and he had seen what Fielder could do as a player when he
was with the Brewers. But that was before the neck
surgery.

“I mean, there’s not enough superlatives to say how
hard it is,” Banister said. “It’s hard. Really, to be able to get

himself to where he is today, it cost him a lot, if you think
about it. The hard work, the time, effort, passion-for-the-
game question, because as you go through rehab and you
have major surgery like that.

“And at one point prior to the surgery, there was really
some question what was wrong. Even through rehab—and
extensive rehab—there’s uncertainty. Even when you start
back up there’s still the uncertainty. There’s a lot of ‘want
to,’ but you’ve got to learn ‘how to’ again.”

The Rangers started getting a pretty good idea once
spring training started. Fielder showed up healthy and
swinging the bat well, but there was more to it than that.
Fielder showed up in Arizona reinvigorated with a smile
on his face and an extra bounce in his step. He was drop-
ping bunts, beating out infield hits and taking extra bases.

Right from the beginning, Fielder showed how much he
missed the game he loved, and how much joy there was to
be able to play again.

“Anytime you have surgery on the spine, that’s pretty
scary,” Fielder said. “I didn’t know where I’d be. It was real
difficult because I wasn’t used to missing games. So to
miss a lot of the season, it was difficult at
first. But I had to be an adult about it,
kind of try to just get back healthy
to be ready this year. I’m good,
I’m 100 percent—whatever it
was before is back.”

Fielder carried the Rangers
through the first half of the
2015 season while almost all
others in the lineup were
struggling. He hit .333 in
April and then really hit high

Prince Fielder overcame neck 

surgery in 2014 to help guide 

Texas to a division title



gear in May. In 30 games that month, he batted .377 with nine
home runs, 28 RBI and a .656 slugging percentage. Over a
five-game stretch from May 22-26, he was 14-for-24 with five
home runs and 15 RBI.

On June 26, Fielder hit the 300th home run of his career,
reaching a level already reached by his father Cecil, who hit
313. Along with Bobby and Barry Bonds, they are the only two
father-son duos to both hit at least 300 home runs in major-
league history.

“But for Prince, the unique thing about him is this is a guy
that has probably as much love for playing the game of base-
ball as I’ve been around,” Banister said. “You see it in his
face; you see it in his actions. We saw it in spring training.
One of the first hits he had in spring training was an infield
single that he had a standing ovation for because he ran
down the line as hard as anybody and he beat it out.

“You don’t do that because ‘somebody told me to.’ You do
that because you love to play the game. The thing I enjoy
most is the passion and the energy he brings every day.”

Fielder ended up in Cincinnati, selected to play in the All-
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PRINCE FIELDER, RANGERS

For eight seasons (2006-2013), the power-
ful left-handed batter averaged 160 games
played, 35 homers and 108 RBI, so being dis-
abled for 120 games in 2014 was unfamiliar
territory for Fielder. His career was in jeopardy
with a neck injury that required surgery. He
worked hard in rehab and proved he could be
the same run-producing hitter he was in the past. At 31, his bounce-
back year was a success, as he helped guide the Rangers to a division
title by hitting .305 with 187 hits, 23 home runs and 98 RBI in 158
games. 

MATT HARVEY, METS

Forget the controversial showdown between
Harvey’s agent and the Mets over his innings-
pitched limit near the end of the season. The
hard-throwing right-hander returned from
Tommy John surgery in All-Star fashion and
helped the Mets to the franchise’s fifth N.L.
pennant by going 13-8 with a 2.71 ERA and
188 strikeouts in 29 starts and 189.1 innings. His postseason was
equally as impressive with a 2-0 mark, 3.04 ERA and two no-decisions.
If there was a statement game in Harvey’s comeback season, it was
Game 5 of the World Series. He entered the contest with 208 innings
under his belt and held the Royals scoreless for eight innings with nine
strikeouts. 

RYAN MADSON, ROYALS

Madson’s recovery from injury is what the
Comeback Player of the Year Award was
designed for. He had a solid season with the
Phillies in 2011 with a 2.37 ERA and 32 saves.
But the right-handed reliever had Tommy John
surgery following that season and missed the
next three years recovering from the injury. In
2015, the Royals signed Madson and he came through with an out-
standing return to form. He appeared in 68 games and posted a 1-2
record, 2.13 ERA and three saves in 63.1 innings.

JOEY VOTTO, REDS

If the Cincinnati Reds had contended for a
playoff berth in 2015, Votto would have
received more support as an MVP candidate in
the National League instead of a top
Comeback Player contender. In 2014, a
strained left distal quadriceps—an injury near
the knee that he twice had surgery on in
2012—forced Votto to miss 100 games and contribute only six home
runs, 23 RBI and a .255 batting average to the Reds’ fourth-place fin-
ish in the N.L. Central. In 2015, he led the majors with 143 walks while
scoring 95 runs, driving home 80 and batting .314 with 29 homers.
His 1.000 OPS made him one of only three players with a mark that
high—Harper led the majors with a 1.109 OPS, followed by
Goldschmidt at 1.005.

CARLOS GONZALEZ, ROCKIES

Injuries have plagued Gonzalez since he won
the N.L. batting title in 2010. His 2014 cam-
paign was his worst in the majors, as he hit
only .238 while missing 92 games because of a
finger injury and later knee surgery. Gonzalez
returned with a solid 2015 season, clubbing a
career-high 40 homers with 97 RBI. During a
47-game stretch from July 10 through Sept. 4, he hit 25 home runs, a
pace that put him among the top power hitters in the game, and one
that would have netted him 81 over the course of 162 games.

TOP 10 COMEBACK PLAYERS

Before his injury, Fielder averaged 35 HR, 82 runs, 108 RBI and a .286 batting

average per year. Last season his totals were .305 BA, 23 HR, 98 RBI and 78 runs.

2015 COMEBACK PLAYER OF THE YEAR
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Star Game for the sixth time in his career. He felt so good that
he even agreed to compete in the Home Run Derby. As for the
game, Fielder had a single and a sacrifice fly in the American
League’s 6-3 victory.

Fielder wasn’t quite as hot in the second half, but the rest of
the lineup caught up with him. The Rangers were eight games
out of first place on Aug. 2 before running down the Astros to
win the division title.

The Rangers moved into first place for good with a four-
game, mid-September sweep of the Astros in Arlington.
During that crucial series, Fielder was 8-for-16 with nine runs
scored, three home runs and eight RBI.

Texas faced the Toronto Blue Jays in the American League
Division Series and that made the whole ordeal worthwhile
for Fielder.

“This time last year, I was on the couch watching Cartoon
Network or playing video games with my kids,” Fielder said.
“I knew I loved it, but it just reminded me of what matters,
and that’s winning and being able to play hard every day. 

“Not your numbers. Not any of that. Just be able to do what
you can to help the team win.” BD

MANNY MACHADO, ORIOLES

At 21, Machado led the American League
with 51 doubles in 2013, when he batted .283
and drove in 71 runs. His future looked bright
in Baltimore, but he suffered a knee injury at
the end of the 2013 campaign, causing him to
miss the first month of 2014. Machado hurt
his knee again in August 2014, and altogether
missed 80 games. He returned to action to play in all 162 games last
season, posting a .286 BA with 181 hits—including 30 doubles and 
35 homers—102 runs and 86 RBI. He continued to be one of the top
defensive third basemen in the game, and at 23, he is still only 
beginning a productive career—if he can remain healthy.

ALEX RODRIGUEZ, YANKEES

The love-hate relationship between
Rodriguez and baseball followers is his own
doing, and he was penalized with a suspension
that benched him for the entire 2014 season.
With a long layoff, especially after battling
injuries from previous years, all bets were off
on Rodriguez being the offensive threat he
once was with his 40th birthday approaching in July. But A-Rod made
the best of his opportunity to make amends by clubbing 33 homers
with 83 runs and 86 RBI. He played in 151 games and helped the
Yankees to a wild-card playoff berth.

BRETT ANDERSON, DODGERS

The left-hander is no stranger to injury, as
his first seven years in the majors have been
disrupted by ankle, knee, forearm, hand and
lower-back ailments, including a herniated
disc that required surgery and forced him to
be disabled for most of the 2014 season. 
He made a solid return in 2015, starting 31
games and working 180.1 innings while posting a 10-9 record with a
3.69 ERA. Anderon’s solid return helped the Dodgers to a division
title.

JOSE IGLESIAS, TIGERS

In 2013, the highly touted prospect
debuted at shortstop for the Red Sox and
Tigers, playing 109 games, hitting .303 and
emerging as one of the finest defensive players
at his position. Stress fractures in both shins
sidelined him for the entire 2014 season, but
Iglesias came back in 2015 to hit .300 and
earn a spot on the A.L. All-Star squad before a finger injury on Sept. 4
ended his year after playing 120 games. He committed 11 errors in
488 total chances for a .977 fielding percentage, and he was often on
display on highlight reels with his outstanding defensive plays.

KENDRYS MORALES, ROYALS

Morales has always been a productive 
hitter when healthy, but staying in the lineup
has been a difficult obstacle. A broken ankle
forced him to miss most of 2010 and the
entire 2011 season, but he rebounded nicely.
In 2014, he missed 64 games because he
was an unsigned free agent until June 8,
leading to an unproductive year in which he delivered only eight 
home runs and a .218 batting average. Morales came back in full
force in 2015 as the Royals DH, hitting .290 with 22 homers and a
team-high 106 RBI. His offensive production helped spark Kansas
City to a World Series championship. During the postseason, he hit
.255 (13-for-51) with four home runs and 10 RBI in 16 games.
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W
hen Tom Brokaw created the term “The
Greatest Generation,” he may not have real-
ized that in one Lawrence Peter “Yogi” Berra,
he had a single figure who represented the

whole experience, wrapped up in a chest protector, shin
guards and catcher’s mask.

The temptation to say “neatly wrapped” is over-
come by the memory of Ted Williams at the Yogi
Berra Museum in 1999, talking about the first
time he batted with Berra behind the plate.

“I looked down and saw this little fellow with
his shin guards up to here and his chest protec-
tor down to there, and I said, ‘What the hell is
this?’

“And then I came to see what a diamond in the
rough this was—someone who was going to go all
the way to the Hall of Fame.”

“The Greatest Generation” experience was typified by
immigrant parents, the Great Depression and the Second
World War, followed by marriage, children and a house in
the suburbs. 

Add to that the Middle America experience of learning
the national pastime on dusty sandlots in the shadow of
the St. Louis Cardinals’ “Gashouse Gang” years, and you

have pretty much painted a mosaic of 20th-century
America. For good measure, Lawdie Berra, as young Larry
was then called, occasionally sold a three-cent newspaper
to Joe “Ducky” Medwick, his favorite player. 

Only one major leaguer, albeit a future one, had all of
that and also fought for his country at the D-Day inva-

sion of Normandy. That was Berra. He would go on
to become an international celebrity, a star of

television commercials, a best-selling author, a
presence in “Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations,”
the holder of more World Series rings and
records than anyone, and a Hall of Famer. And
he had America’s best-known nickname.

Berra won three Most Valuable Player awards
and finished in the top 10 in MVP voting for

seven straight years. He was on the American
League All-Star team for 15 consecutive years, while

watching a slew of Yankee catching prospects—including
Clint Courtney, Lou Berberet, Gus Triandos, Sherman
Lollar, Gus Niarhos, Darrell Johnson, Hank Foiles, and
Hal Smith—unable to displace him and traded off to com-
petitors.  

One who wasn’t dealt was Elston Howard, the Yankees’
first African-American player. And no one eased Howard’s

FA R E W E L L T O  

YOGI BERRA
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By Marty Appel

He was an American hero, a great family man and friend who displayed 
character, integrity and sportsmanship—qualities that made him much

more than one of the greatest catchers in baseball history



Piloting the Mets in 1973, 

Berra became the second 

major-league manager to win 

pennants in both the American

and National leagues.

I never knew why I 
could hit. I never paid 

no attention to the width
of home plate and I

never had no personal
strike zone. It didn’t

make no difference to
me if the ball was in the

dirt or up around my ears
someplace. If I saw it
good, I swung at it.”

— Yogi Berra

David Durochik/SportPics

January/February 2016                              39



transition onto the team more than Berra.
Yogi, who died on Sept. 22, 2015, at 90, was born to

immigrant parents from Malvagio, Italy in 1925, at a time
Calvin Coolidge was president and Babe Ruth owned base-
ball. After passing through Ellis Island, Pietro and Paulina
Berra settled into “The Hill” section of St. Louis, where
Pietro worked as a laborer. The family—with children
Tony, Mike, John, Larry and Josie, in that order—moved
into a modest home on Elizabeth Avenue, where Lawdie
befriended his across-the-street neighbor Joey Garagiola.

“We were friends for almost 90 years,” says Garagiola,
who became a major-league catcher, then a “Today Show”
host and Ford Frick Award-winning sportscaster. “I can’t
remember a time when we weren’t friends.”

That two neighbors should wind
up in Cooperstown was, like many
things Berra, against all odds.

The Roaring 20s into which
Berra was born turned into the
Great Depression, and he left
school at age 14, after the eighth
grade, to help put food on the
Berra table. He worked on a soda
delivery truck and in a coal yard.
And he played baseball.

With pieced-together or bor-
rowed equipment, playing until
dark on the St. Louis sandlots, the
kids learned the game. Lawdie
and Joey played any street games
they could find and formed Stags
A.C. For a more organized league,
they played American Legion
ball. Lawdie picked up another
nickname when a teammate
thought he sat in front of the team
bench in a yoga position like an
Indian fakir. He became Yogi.

The easy-to-remember nick-
name caught on with the nation
after a couple of major-league
seasons. Although he was first
called Larry when he arrive in
New York, even his wife Carmen,
whom he met when she was a
waitress at a St. Louis steakhouse, called him Yogi. And in
turn, he once signed an anniversary card to her, “Love,
Yogi Berra.” They were married for 65 years and had three
sons—including an NFL player (Tim) and a major-league
infielder (Dale).

Branch Rickey offered Garagiola a $500 bonus to sign
with the Cardinals, but he offered only $250 to Berra, who
turned it down. It was a matter of pride, which was among
the traits that would come to define him, along with deter-
mination, durability, principle, sportsmanship and
respect.    

Berra knew he was as good as Garagiola. An old Eastern
League umpire named Leo Browne recommended Berra to
New York Yankees farm director George Weiss, and Yogi
got his $500. In 1943, Berra joined Norfolk of the Class-B
Piedmont League, batted a modest .253, and then joined
the Navy.

As circumstances would have it, Berra and his crew-
mates were on a 36-foot attack transport ship, the USS

Bayfield, parked off Utah Beach on D-Day, assigned to
shoot at anything that moved to protect American war-
ships. And they did. Berra said the sky looked like it was
the Fourth of July.

When the war ended, Berra was assigned to Triple-A
Newark, where he hit .314. He was called up to the Yankees
and made his debut on Sept. 22, 1946, at Yankee Stadium.
(He died on the 69th anniversary of that game.) The young
catcher batted eighth and hit a two-run homer his second
time at bat, which proved to be the winning runs in the
Yankees’ 4-3 win over Connie Mack’s Philadelphia Athletics.

In 1947, Berra was part of a world championship club
under Bucky Harris, but did not
have a good World Series. As a
catcher, he was raw. By 1949, when
Casey Stengel took command of
the team, the Yankees brought
back Bill Dickey, the greatest catch-
er in the team’s history, to tutor
Berra and improve his game.

Dickey had managed the
Yankees in 1946, but quit when he
wasn’t promised a contract for ’47.
Eventually, the Yankees retired
uniform number 8 to honor both
Dickey and Berra.  

Stengel did more for Berra than
was generally known. Early in
Berra’s career, journalists covering
the club treated him as a source of
humor, which often came close to
ridicule. They wrote of his love for
comic books (his roommate, Bobby
Brown, was studying medical
books), and made reference to his
being uneducated, as though he
could barely read. There were refer-
ences to his looks being, well, odd.
Some came right out and said ugly.

Stengel began calling him “Mr.
Berra” to the press, and essentially
put him in charge of the eight other
men on the field, often citing his

contributions. Coverage of Yogi began to change. Stengel
showed respect for Berra, and the writers soon followed. 

A few years later, boyhood buddy Garagiola went on the
lecture circuit and began a broadcasting career. His best
material was his collection of Berra stories and expres-
sions, which came to be called Yogi-isms. Garagiola made
up his share; others were actually spoken by Yogi. But the
wisdom behind those remarks took hold. “As Yogi Berra
would say…” became a common refrain of public speakers.
What politician, trailing in the polls on election morning,
hasn’t said, “It ain’t over ’til it’s over”?

In 1950, when he finished third in MVP voting (behind
teammate Phil Rizzuto and Boston’s Billy Goodman),
Berra may have had his best year. Despite the heavy work-
load behind the plate—he missed only three games all sea-
son)—Berra batted .322 with 28 home runs and 124 RBI,
while striking out only 12 times in 656 plate appearances. 
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Top row, from left to right, are Yogi Berra and Mickey Mantle,

with pitchers Allie Reynolds and Vic Raschi after winning the

1952 World Series against the Dodgers in seven games.
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Few hitters could see the ball like Berra could. A
notorious bad-ball hitter, he seemed to make contact
with pitches at will, whether in or out of the strike zone.
There was almost no way he could be pitched to. 

Berra never struck out more than 38 times in a season,
while setting catcher’s records for home runs in a season
and for a career (both since broken). Although Stengel was
known for platooning his players, that did not include
Berra. More often than not, he played both ends of dou-
bleheaders. 

All the while, the Yankees kept winning championships.
He played in 14 World Series, won 10 of them, and then
managed both the Yankees and the Mets to seventh-game
World Series losses, nine years apart.

Add to that five additional World Series as a coach, plus
a drawer full of rings as a special advisor to the Yankees
late in his career. It’s understandable why friends deemed
it necessary to open the Yogi Berra Museum and Learning
Center in his honor in 1998, just to house and display all
the goods.  

His retirement years inspired an appreciation of his
strength of character, as Berra boycotted the Yankees

for 14 years after his firing just 14 games into the 1985 sea-
son. During that time, the manner in which he conducted
his life led fans to see how much more there was to him
than the stats on his Hall of Fame plaque.  

“He would have been a role model for all of us even if
he’d never set foot in a ballpark,” wrote MLB’s Lindsay
Berra, who happens to be his granddaughter. “But it was
baseball that brought this wonderful man into the public
eye and gave us the privilege of sharing him with the
world. Baseball made him a hero. An icon. A legend.”

So noble was the body of his life’s work, that a few weeks
after his death, he was posthumously awarded the
Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation’s highest civil-
ian honor.

By the time George Steinbrenner went to the Yogi
Museum in 1999 to offer apologies for the manner in
which he was fired, Berra was as popular as ever. For years
fans had debated who was the best catcher in Yankees his-

It Ain’t Over ’Til It’s Over!

8

F
ew would dispute the fact that Hall of
Famer Yogi Berra, who passed away in
New Jersey on Sept. 22, was the most

dangerous lifetime .285 hitter in baseball
history. This was a man who played in 75
World Series games and had a base hit in 71
of them. Underrated as a catcher, his knowl-
edge of opposing hitters eased Yankees

pitchers through many a tough situation. 
Even though Berra’s hydrant-like profile

never suggested the multiple talents hidden
inside, Yogi over the years was almost as
valuable to the New York Yankees as Joe
DiMaggio. He was such a cartoon character
that Yankee fans often called him America’s
Teddy Bear.

Perhaps the first thing you need to know
about Yogi Berra is that his education termi-
nated in the eighth grade. He had to go to
work early to help feed a family whose com-
bined income was barely above the poverty
level. Yet over the years he probably spout-
ed more aphorisms than Will Rogers.

Still a favorite among people everywhere
is his: “It ain’t over ’til it’s over.” Separated
from their delivery, his words usually made
sense. “Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations”
should have had him on retainer.

Berra, as a player, coach and manager,
was under contract to the Yankees for 20
years, during which they won 16 American
League pennants. When New York lost the

1964 World Series to the St. Louis
Cardinals in seven games, Berra was

fired as manager. Eleven years
would elapse before the Yankees
appeared in a World Series
again. Berra had the New York
Mets in the 1973 World Series,
however, making him one of
only a handful of managers to
win pennants in both leagues.

When I asked Berra during

spring training several years ago what makes
a good manager, he never hesitated with his
reply. “Great players,” he said. “The man-
agers don’t play, you know. They only make
out the lineup card. What you always need is
a lot of pitching and defense and today you
also gotta have three good arms in the
bullpen. 

“In the old days, starting pitchers used to
go eight and nine innings at a time. Routine.
If a manager wanted to take his starter out,
he had to fight him for the ball. Now you
look out on the mound when trouble starts
and, except for a few guys, they all want to
come out in the sixth inning.” 

Even Berra’s philosophy for building a
strong farm system differed from the stan-
dard operating procedures of most clubs.

“Most teams prefer to sign college kids,
figuring they won’t change as much and that
they’re farther advanced than high school
kids,” he explained. “But most college kids
are usually 21 or 22 when they graduate.
They’re also very impatient. If they don’t
make the big leagues in two or three years,
they quit on you.

“Me, I’ll take the kid fresh out of high
school. Chances are he’ll hold still for four
or five years of minor-league ball. Too many
kids get rushed to the majors, so anything
you can do to keep them learning their trade
in the minors is good. You gotta let them
grow into the job.”

Because the shape of Berra’s 5-foot-8
body resembled a battered oil drum and

By Phil Elderkin
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because his legs were stumpy, it was often
hard for anyone seeing him for the first time
to believe his imposing statistics as a hitter.

Six times during his career he drove in
more than 100 runs; 11 times he hit 20 or
more homers; and three times he was voted
the American League’s Most Valuable Player. 

“You know something?” Berra volun-
teered. “I never knew why I could hit. I never
paid no attention to the width of home plate
and I never had no personal strike zone. It
didn’t make no difference to me if the ball
was in the dirt or up around my ears some-
place. If I saw it good, I swung at it.”

Reminded that Casey Stengel often
referred to Berra as his assistant manager
when the “Old Perfessor” piloted the
Yankees, Yogi grinned and said: “Yeah, I
know. I think Stengel liked me and trusted me
because I never told him no lies. I used to tell
him when our pitchers had lost their stuff and
needed to be replaced and he replaced ’em.
Casey was the best manager I ever played
under. Some of the guys used to get mad
when Stengel platooned them. But ask them
about Casey today and they’ll admit that his
platooning actually prolonged their careers.”

Although Berra always had the physical
tools to be a big-league catcher, he never
became a polished receiver until Stengel
became New York’s manager in 1949.
Before that, nobody seemed to know
whether Yogi was better suited to the out-
field or crouching behind the plate. 

The first thing Stengel did was take away
the stiff mitt Berra had been using and
replaced it with one that had the flexibility of
a first baseman’s glove. Then he told one of
his coaches, Hall of Fame catcher Bill
Dickey, to teach Yogi the mechanics of his

position, including how to read rival hitters
and how to call pitches. 

Even though Berra was often invited dur-
ing the offseason to a seat at the head table
of many church-sponsored banquets, his
remarks seldom took more than a couple of
minutes. Usually, unless kids were involved,
he wouldn’t go at all. One time when he was

scheduled to speak at a father-son banquet
where every kid in the room was given a bat
and ball, he happened to notice a small
group of kids sitting by themselves in the
rear of the hall.

What caught Berra’s eye was the fact that,
except for a few adults, the kids were by
themselves and had not been given either a
bat or a ball. When Berra asked his sponsors
who the boys were, the man in charge replied

that they were from a nearby orphanage.
Because no bats or balls had been set aside
for them, Berra refused to return to the head
table. Instead he spent the rest of the evening
chatting with the kids and signing autographs
for them on anything that wasn’t nailed down.

Berra, pleased that so many of his funny
sayings have been given a place in
“Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations,” neverthe-
less was quick to admit that too many have
been the invention of sportswriters who
needed some humor to spice up one of their
rainy day stories. 

“Joe Garagiola and me grew up together
on Goat Hill in St. Louis, so you have to fig-
ure that Joe is going to tell the truth about
me, right?” Berra asked. “Well, some of the
things Joe tells about me are true, but a lot
of them never happened.

“What got this whole thing started was
when Bobby Brown and I were roommates
on the Yankees and Brown was studying to
become a doctor. I used to read comic
books in my spare time and Brown used to
read medical books. Well, one night I came
back to the room late and Bobby was just
finishing one of his books, and I asked him
how the story came out. 

“Bobby would never admit it, but the next
day he shared what I said with some of the
writers and they thought it was funny and
word kind of got around.

“Years later I got the idea that maybe it
would be nice if I pasted all those sayings of
mine in a scrapbook, only when I started
looking, I couldn’t remember which were
mine and which weren’t. But it ain’t too bad
because my sayings keep showing up in the
newspapers and I keep reading ’em. You
know, some of them are pretty funny.”

tory—Dickey or Berra.  At the time of Berra’s retirement it
was generally believed to be Dickey, who won a fan vote in
1969. Now it was Yogi all the way. 

Berra’s image was the fifth face to be carved into the
Yankees’ mythical Mt. Rushmore, joining the immortals
Ruth, Gehrig, DiMaggio and Mantle. Berra was regularly
quoted by presidents and honored for his charitable work.
As he grew old, he would easily tear up in the presence of
a veterans group, or even in meeting Little League teams,
which reminded him of his own long-ago youth.

After the reconciliation, the Yankees held Yogi Berra
Day. Don Larsen, who pitched the perfect game for the
Yankees in the 1956 World Series (with Berra catching),
threw out the first pitch. Berra, borrowing Joe Girardi’s
catcher’s mitt, received it, and then handed the mitt back
to Girardi.

With Girardi catching, David Cone threw a perfect
game that afternoon. Suddenly, the word “miracle” was
added to Yogi descriptors. It was apt. It was Yogi Berra’s
magic touch. BD
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Three-Time MVP Award Winners

Y
ogi Berra and Roy Campanella are the only catchers to win 
three league MVP awards and Berra is the lone backstop 
to capture the honor in consecutive seasons.

AMERICAN LEAGUE
NO. PLAYER, POS. YEARS

3 Jimmie Foxx, 1b 1932-33, 1938
3 Joe DiMaggio, cf 1939, 1941, 1947
3 Yogi Berra, c 1951, 1954-55
3 Mickey Mantle, cf 1956-57, 1962
3 Alex Rodriguez, ss/3b 2003, 2005, 2007

NATIONAL LEAGUE
NO. PLAYER, POS. YEARS

7 Barry Bonds, lf 1990, 1992-93, 2001-04
3 Stan Musial, of/1b 1943, 1946, 1948
3 Roy Campanella, c 1951, 1953, 1955
3 Mike Schmidt, 3b 1980-81, 1986
3 Albert Pujols, 1b 2005, 2008-09

Yogi Berra making a pitching change as Yankees
manager in 1984. At the mound with Berra are
catcher Butch Wynegar and pitcher Jose Rijo.



F
or major-league sluggers, home
runs and strikeouts have been
sidekicks for decades. In 1927,

when Babe Ruth stroked a major-
league-record 60 homers and Lou
Gehrig popped 47 and led both leagues
with 175 RBI, the Yankees duo also
ranked 1-2 in the majors in strikeouts.

That link lives on, though with a
twist. While power numbers have
climbed and dropped cyclically over
the decades, strikeout totals have been
rising steadily since the end of the
dead-ball era. Today’s sluggers are fan-
ning as many as 200 times a season.

No one struck out 100 times in a sea-
son from the start of the live-ball era in
the early 1920s until outfielder Bruce
Campbell fanned 104 times with the St.
Louis Browns and Chicago White Sox
in 1932. Neither Ruth nor Gehrig ever
struck out 100 times, a season total
that was quite rare into the 1960s.

Major leaguers surpassed 150 for the
first time in 1963, when White Sox power prospect Dave
Nicholson set the new mark with 175 and Washington out-
fielder Don Lock recorded 151. 

Then Bobby Bonds, in his first two full seasons in the

majors, moved the bar even
higher by fanning 187 and 189
times in 1969 and 1970. No other
player was within 30 strikeouts of
Bonds’ total either season, but the
Giants prospect drilled 135 extra-base
hits and scored 254 runs over those two
summers.

In time, Bonds’ record-setting totals
were the norm for the league leaders,
and Reds slugger Adam Dunn set the
new standard in 2004, when he belted
a career-high 46 homers and posted
195 strikeouts. It was the first of three
straight years that Dunn led the majors
in strikeouts, and the first of five
straight 40-homer seasons.

In 2008, Arizona’s Mark Reynolds
broke the 200-strikeout barrier with
204. That summer Phillies slugger
Ryan Howard fanned 199 times for the
second year in a row, but led the majors
with 48 homers and 146 RBI. Reynolds
set the all-time high of 223 the follow-

ing season, a year in which he also recorded personal
highs of 44 home runs and 102 RBI for the Diamondbacks.

With 47 home runs and 208 strikeouts in 2015,
Baltimore’s Chris Davis was the major-league leader in

By Thom Henninger
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Strikeouts 
on the Rise
Today’s sluggers are fanning as many as 200 times a season

Over his last four major-league seasons, 

Chris Davis has averaged 187 strikeouts, 

40 homers and 103 RBI per year.  
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Since 2013, Chris Carter has totaled 1,404

at-bats in the majors and fanned 545 times,

a rate of one strikeout in every 2.57 at-bats.

both categories. His other brush with 200 strikeouts was
in 2013, when he whiffed 199 times while leading the
majors with 53 homers and 138 RBI. 

So, why are 200 strikeouts the new 100? 
Today’s specialized pitching roles contribute to the

strikeout boom. Today’s hitters frequently see multiple
pitchers in a single game.

“In my era, you might face a hitter four, some-

times even five times a game,” said longtime starter Jim
Kaat, who pitched 25 major-league seasons and has been a
television analyst for more than 30 years. “So hitters
would get a little more familiar with you. Now they’re see-
ing a lot of different pitchers and a lot of different pitches,

particularly in the last few innings.”
Pitching specialization also
means more heat. Bullpens

CHRIS
CARTER
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“In my era, you might face 
a hitter four, sometimes even 
five times a game. So hitters
would get a little more familiar
with you. Now they’re seeing a lot
of different pitchers and a lot of
different pitches, particularly 
in the last few innings.”

— Jim Kaat



K
are loaded with “hard throwers who are trained to give
everything they have in one inning, hard as you can,”
noted Kaat. “And that I think has increased strikeouts.”

Today’s specialization also changes how starting pitch-
ers approach their work. Shorter outings have many
starters pitching like relievers, throwing at maximum
velocity—and more strikeouts translate into higher pitch
counts. 

Starters were more efficient when they took the mound
looking to pitch nine innings, as they did when Kaat was
an anchor in Twins and White Sox rotations in the 1960s
and ’70s.

“Our goal was to limit pitches, make them put the ball in
play,” Kaat explained. “I never thought about throwing
with maximum velocity. I was more interested in spin and
movement—contact. My idea of a perfect game
would always have been 27 pitches, 27 outs . . .
Now strikeouts oftentimes add up to money, so I
think there are more pitchers intent on striking
out hitters.”

Reggie Smith, a middle-of-the-order run pro-
ducer for the Red Sox, Cardinals and Dodgers in
the ’60s and ’70s, believes the rapid rise in strike-
outs is largely a byproduct of a flawed approach
by today’s hitters. Smith, who has run a baseball
academy for more than 20 years in Encino, Cal.,
is not a fan of the emphasis on working deep into
counts.

“I see too many hitters taking good fastballs to
hit in hitters’ counts,” he said, “and it’s just
because they’re being told they need to run the
pitcher’s pitch count up. That makes no sense. If
you run his pitch count up, they bring someone
else in. He’s throwing just as hard, if not harder,
with a fresh arm.”

Smith agreed that getting into hitters’ counts
works in a hitter’s favor, but he sees too many hit-
ters taking first-pitch strikes. 

Pitchers are trained to throw first-pitch strikes,
and too often hitters are taking, he said, adding
that “statistics say that when a pitcher throws
strike one, the batter’s batting average drops 70
points . . . Those close pitches you may take early
in the count, now you can’t take them because
they can be called strikes.”

Taking strikes early in the count may put many current-
day hitters behind the eight ball, but for some of today’s
elite sluggers, patience at the plate has generated more
hitters’ counts and run production. 

That’s true of the recently retired Carlos Pena, the long-
time Tigers and Rays slugger who posted a .368 OBP and
.516 slugging percentage over his four peak years with
Tampa Bay from 2007-2010, a stretch in which he averaged
36 homers, 102 RBI, 93 walks and 157 strikeouts a year.

“It’s an approach that relies on the pitcher cooperating
and throwing into your zone,” said Pena, who targeted
pitches on the outer half of the plate between the thighs
and knees. “You play the odds that eventually you will get
a pitch in that zone. (If) the pitcher falls into your trap 100
times, I’m hoping that out of that 100, I’m able to capital-
ize on 60 of them. That’s where I make my production out
of.”

Pena made the most of that approach in 2007, when he
recorded career highs in home runs (46), RBI (121), walks
(103), OBP (.411) and slugging (.627). But he admitted it
inflated another raw number.

“Because of that patient approach, it would also lead to
many strikeouts,” Pena added. “Not necessarily because
I’m swinging and missing a lot. It’s because I take a lot of
strikes. So, I will find myself in two-strike counts way
more often than someone who is not as patient as I am.”
Pena had a knack for pushing two-strike counts to 3-2,
which also led to some walks.

Have strikeouts become an acceptable byproduct of
how today’s hitters approach their craft? More than a few
old-time players believe the stigma long associated with
striking out has faded over time.

One theory is that in the mid-
dle of the 20th century, many
managers were former middle
infielders who were contact hitters and
didn’t strike out a lot. The stigma of striking out may have
been nurtured by the likes of John McGraw, Frankie
Frisch, Bucky Harris, Lou Boudreau, Al Dark, Leo
Durocher, Bobby Bragan, Gene Mauch, Bill Rigney, Danny
Murtaugh and Red Schoendienst.

“I think it was more embarrassing to strike out years
ago,” Kaat said. “You took pride in making contact and
taking a two-strike approach to at least put the ball in
play—and something good might happen.” 

Kaat cited Buster Posey and Adrian Gonzalez as current-
day players who successfully tweak their approach with
two strikes, but otherwise, working as a television analyst,
doesn’t see many hitters making perceptible two-strike
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Most Strikeouts 
in a Season

1901-1960

YEAR PLAYER, TEAM SO

1956 Jim Lemon, Senators 138
1960 Pancho Herrera, Phillies 136
1938 Vince DiMaggio, Braves 134
1910 Jake Stahl, Red Sox 128
1940 Chet Ross, Braves 127
1943 Vince DiMaggio, Pirates 126
1959 Mickey Mantle, Yankees 126
1953 Steve Bilko, Cardinals 125
1960 Mickey Mantle, Yankees 125
1956 Wally Post, Reds 124

1961-2015

YEAR PLAYER, TEAM SO

2009 Mark Reynolds, D’backs 223
2012 Adam Dunn, White Sox 222
2013 Chris Carter, Astros 212
2010 Mark Reynolds, D’backs 211
2015 Chris Davis, Orioles 208
2011 Drew Stubbs, Reds 205
2008 Mark Reynolds, D’backs 204
2007 Ryan Howard, Phillies 199
2008 Ryan Howard, Phillies 199
2010 Adam Dunn, Nationals 199
2013 Chris Davis, Orioles 199
2015 Kris Bryant, Cubs 199

Strikeouts on the Rise
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LEMON
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changes. He said the 1998 World Series-champion Yankees
stand out as a rare club of successful two-strike hitters.

Smith, a dangerous power threat as a player, said he
choked up on the bat and looked to go the other way with
two strikes. “Absolutely nothing wrong with a single in a
two-strike count.” Like Kaat, he called striking out
“embarrassing.”

Pena said the approach of today’s hitters has changed as
the game has changed, but he doesn’t believe hitters are
more accepting of strike three.

“They say nobody cares about strike-
outs. That’s a lie,” Pena said. “I don’t care
how many home runs you hit: it hurts.
The hitter walks back to the dugout, and
it’s not a fun walk back.”

Fewer hitters today, however, make
basic two-strike adjustments, said Smith.
His take is that a hitter’s first swing
should be his best swing. “And as you get
more strikes on you, you become more
defensive, meaning you have to cover
more of the plate. Either shortening the
swing or choking up on the bat, but I
don’t see players today doing that.”

In the age of video, Pena said the two-strike adjustments
made by current-day players often are more mental, based
on what they learn of pitchers’ arsenals and two-strike
tendencies. He doesn’t believe in taking a defensive swing,
and his two-strike approach is similar to when he’s ahead
in the count. 

“Instead of going defensive, go more on a hunting men-
tality, where you’re hunting a certain spot in the strike
zone,” Pena explained. “You’re not successful in two
strikes; not many people are in the whole history of the
major leagues. People hit around .100 with two strikes.
Everybody is failing at this.

“Why not zero in on a spot? If I don’t get it, I’ll try to work
myself to a good count and maybe I’ll get a pitch. Instead of
going 1-for-10 with two strikes like the rest of the league his-
torically has done, maybe I’ll get three out of 10 or two out
of 10 with two strikes. You’re already ahead of the curve.

“It’s counter-intuitive, but I think that it serves you bet-
ter than being defensive and swinging at everything, just
because you’re afraid it’s going to be strike three.”

With two strikes, major leaguers batted .177 over the last
two seasons. Taking Pena’s approach, successfully hitting

the ball between fielders with your best swing twice in 10
two-strike at-bats works as well as taking a more defensive
approach. Hitters slugged .267 in two-strike counts the
last two years, so they’re not hitting many two-strike offer-
ings hard. 

No one wants to strike out. If runners are aboard, an out
on a batted ball has a chance to move up runners; a strike-
out isn’t a productive out. In the end, however, how often
is a strikeout different than any other kind of out?

According to Aaron Charlton of STATS
LLC, 77.7 percent of all strikeouts over
the last two seasons, 2014-15, have come
with the bases empty or two outs. So,
that percentage of strikeouts is no differ-
ent than any other kind of out. 

For a guy who fans 200 times in a sea-
son, roughly 45 of his strikeouts might
have had a better outcome if he had
made an out by putting the ball in play—
and a few of those in-play outs would
have been double plays.

That’s a relatively low number over a
full season, but Smith noted that it’s still

45 lost opportunities. 
“A strikeout is a lost opportunity,” he said. “If you get

more opportunities to be on base, you have more opportu-
nities to score a run. It's about production. You have to score
one more run than the other team to win. Scoring and pro-
ducing runs when the opportunities present themselves.”

“I think strikeouts are made out to be a lot more than
they really are,” said Pena, a sentiment he may share with
many of today’s players. 

The major-league game has changed and hitters have
changed their approach in this era of pitching specializa-
tion. A steady diet of fresh arms and more heat have deliv-
ered more strikeouts. 

The major leagues are in a more pitcher-friendly era, a
time in which the cut fastball has emerged as a key swing-
and-a-miss offering for many pitchers. The ongoing cat-
and-mouse game between hitter and pitcher continues,
and hitters are always looking for tweaks to get the upper
hand.

Undoubtedly the pendulum will swing again, as it has
numerous times over the decades. Yet, a lingering ques-
tion remains: even with the inevitable hitter-pitcher cor-
rection, will strikeout totals continue to climb?  BD

January/February 2016                              47

BUSTER
POSEY

ADRIAN
GONZALEZ

“I think it was more

embarrassing to strike

out years ago. You took

pride in making contact

and taking a two-strike

approach to at least 

put the ball in play—

and something good

might happen.” 

— Jim KaatK

SportPics SportPics

The Dodgers’ Adrian Gonzalez and the Giants’ Buster Posey noticeably tweak their hitting approach in two-strike counts. In 2015, 

Gonzalez fanned 107 times in 643 plate appearances, and Posey went down on strikes 52 times in 623 plate appearances.



THE 
GAME I’LL

NEVER
FORGET

BY BILLY WILLIAMS
As Told To Barry Rozner

Cubs slugger recalls 

Opening Day walk-off home 

run at Wrigley Field in 1971 

against fellow Hall of 

Famer Bob Gibson 

and the St. Louis 

Cardinals 
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“So I’m running down to first and

I’m yelling, ‘Get up, get up, get up!’

And just as I got around first base

I saw the fans jump up. The ball

went into the bleachers and we

won that game.” —Billy Williams

SportPics



E
very July, Billy Williams returns to Cooperstown to
mingle with his brethren in the most exclusive
sporting club on the planet, as about 50 Hall of

Fame baseball players meet at the Otesaga Hotel to swap
stories.

Only 119 players in 139 years of professional baseball
have been voted into the Hall by the Baseball Writers
Association of America, and Williams was No. 72 in 1987
after a brilliant career spent almost entirely with the
Chicago Cubs.

During the induction ceremony on Sunday of Hall of
Fame weekend, Williams is still amazed by the names that
he hears as every player is called to the stage and takes his
seat behind the latest inductees. And each time, Williams
finds himself looking around at the faces of the players
with whom and against he played.

He is always struck by the same thought.
“I see a lot of great pitchers up there,” Williams said with

a hearty laugh. “If you look at the ceremony, and see all

those great individuals up on the stage, there’s a lot of
pitchers there from the ’60s and ’70s.

“There’s Bob Gibson, Nolan Ryan, Tom Seaver, Sandy
Koufax, Juan Marichal, Don Sutton, Fergie Jenkins,
Gaylord Perry, Steve Carlton, Bert Blyleven, Phil Niekro
and Jim Palmer. And Don Drysdale is not with us any-
more.

“You look around and say, ‘Gee whiz, all those great
pitchers.’ I happened to get lucky and get some hits off
those guys, but there’s not a lot of hitters from the ’60s on
that stage. A lot of people think that era of pitching was
probably the best ever. I can tell you that it wasn’t easy.

“You went to Los Angeles and there was Koufax and
Drysdale and Sutton, and you went to San Francisco and
there was Marichal and Perry, and you were ready to go
back to Chicago already. 

“Look at Tom Seaver. He came to the big leagues pitch-
ing. He wasn’t a thrower. He knew how to pitch. We always
said Juan Marichal had 12 pitches because he threw four
pitches over the top, four three-quarters and four sidearm.

“They were all great competitors. They threw so many
innings, a lot of them throwing 300 or more in a season.
They never wanted to leave a game and you saw them

four times a game.
“You look around at all those great pitchers up on that

stage and you wonder how you got there. You faced them
a lot and good pitching stopped good hitting.”

Williams had more success than most against Gibson,
and he had such respect for Gibson that it’s why there’s
one particular game he’ll never forget.

“He’s probably among the best two or three that ever
pitched in the big leagues,” Williams said. “I mean, it’s
hard to name just a few, but Koufax, Seaver, Gibson, that’s
a pretty good place to start right there.”

By Opening Day 1971, Williams, Gibson and Jenkins
were well on their way to Hall of Fame careers when they
all met at Wrigley Field on a typically frigid April day on
the North Side of Chicago. It wasn’t unusual to have very
cold temperatures for a Cubs opener,
but this particular day was worse
than most.

“It was cold when the game

started, but I remember that day because it was the cold-
est I think I’ve ever been in a baseball game,” Williams
said. “It seemed like it was bad when it started, but the
temperatures started dropping right away, and with that
wind, man it was bad.

“At Wrigley Field, when it wasn’t crowded, you would
see people move with the sun, and by the end of the game,
everyone would be sitting or standing way down the right-
field line in the corner, trying to stay warm in the sun. But
this was Opening Day and there wasn’t an empty seat.

“It was the Cubs and the Cardinals, which was a big
rivalry. It was Opening Day, so everyone skipped school
and people called in sick. There was always a big flu epi-
demic around Opening Day in Chicago. And then it was
Fergie and Gibson, and that was something no one want-
ed to miss. There wasn’t an empty seat and there was a lot
of cold people. I don’t think they sold any ice cream that
day.”

It was April 6, 1971, and more than 39,000 packed into
Wrigley Field. The game-time temperature was 40 degrees
with a brutal 17-mph wind off a frozen Lake Michigan,
straight in over the center-field scoreboard, good for a
wind chill of 31 when the game started.
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During his career, Williams hit .259 (45-for-174) with eight doubles, 10 home runs, 24 walks (10 intentional) and 14 strikeouts against fellow Hall of Famer Bob Gibson.

BOB 
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The good news for all involved
was this was going to be a fast game.

“Any time Fergie was pitching a
ballgame, I could make plans for
after the game,” Williams laughed.
“He always worked fast and always
had short games. Now, you add in
Bob Gibson and you had two guys
who just got the ball and threw it
to the catcher. They didn’t mess
around out there on the mound.
They caught it and threw it. They
knew what they wanted to do.”

The game was scoreless into the
bottom of the fourth when
Williams led off with a base hit to
center—the first hit of the day off
Gibson—and went to third on a
single by Ron Santo. With one out,
Johnny Callison doubled to right
and the Cubs were ahead 1-0.

Jenkins was throwing a two-hit
shutout in the seventh. He record-
ed the first two outs before Joe
Torre took him deep to tie the
game at 1-1.

“I had a feeling we were going to
be there for a while,” Williams said.
“Two great pitchers who always
pitched deep into games and they
weren’t giving up many chances to
hit the ball. I thought it might be
one of those 18-inning games.”

It didn’t go quite that long, but
through nine innings it was still
tied at 1-1 and both starting pitch-
ers showed no signs of slowing
down. Jenkins went back out for
the 10th and retired Lou Brock,
Torre and Jose Cardenal in order
to send the game to the bottom of
the 10th.

Glenn Beckert led off and
grounded out to short, and that
brought Williams to the plate for
the fifth time.

“I was in the shadow and Bob
was in the sun,” Williams said. “He
threw me a pitch I could reach.
That time of game you’re trying to
hit one out. It was a slider down
and in. He was that way. He knew
that was my favorite spot, but he
was stubborn. He thought he
could get me out and he chal-
lenged me.

“I dropped the bat on it and got
it good, but with the wind blowing
in a gale, I didn’t know if I got
enough. It wasn’t hit high in the
air, but it wasn’t a line drive. It was

something in between.
“When you hit a ball good, you

feel nothing. When you hit the
sweet spot, you don’t feel it. I didn’t
feel a thing, so I knew I got it good.
But when I hit the ball I didn’t think
it was going out, so I ran hard. But
the ball kept going and going and
going. I didn’t know. I just wanted
to push it out of the park.

“So I’m running down to first
and I’m yelling, ‘Get up, get up, get
up!’ And just as I got around first
base I saw the fans jump up. The
ball went into the bleachers and
we won that game.”

Game time: one hour, 58 minutes.
“When I was rounding the bases,

I was so glad to get out of there
because it was so cold,” Williams
said. “I mean, I saw the fans cheer-
ing; you can kind of feel the crowd
carry you around the bases. It’s
Opening Day and it was a big deal
to go to that game, so we wanted to
give the fans a great day and we
did.

“I was just so happy the game
was over. I think I took about a
half-hour shower. Nice and hot.”

Williams hit .259 for his career
against Gibson, but hit more home
runs (10) and drew more walks (24)
off him than any other player,
including his fellow Hall of
Famers. In the home-run depart-
ment, he topped Hank Aaron (8),
Willie McCovey (7), Willie Stargell
(5), Roberto Clemente (4), Frank
Robinson (4) and Ernie Banks (3). 

The left-handed-hitting Williams
hit two against Gibson in 1968,
when the right-hander posted a 1.12
ERA and won the Cy Young Award
in what is considered by many the
greatest season ever by a pitcher.
Williams stroked two more off him
in 1970, when Gibson won a career-
high 23 games.

“We had a great friendship off
the field and we had a great battle
on the field,” Williams said. “I had
some good luck against him.

“You had to have a game plan
when Fergie and Bob were pitch-
ing because you knew it would be
a close game and your energy was
a little higher for a game like that.

“That was just one of those days
when I won the battle. It’s one I’ll
never forget.” BD

THE GAME I’LL NEVER FORGET

CHICAGO CUBS VS.

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS
APRIL 6, 1971, AT WRIGLEY FIELD

St. Louis Cardinals AB R H RBI BB SO
Matty Alou, cf 4 0 0 0 0 1
Ted Sizemore, ss 4 0 2 0 0 2
Lou Brock, lf 4 0 0 0 0 1
Joe Torre, 3b 4 1 1 1 0 2
Jose Cardenal, rf 4 0 0 0 0 0
Joe Hague, 1b 3 0 0 0 0 0
Ted Simmons, c 3 0 1 0 0 0
Julian Javier, 2b 3 0 0 0 0 1
Bob Gibson, p 3 0 0 0 0 0
Totals 32 1 4 1 0 7

Chicago Cubs AB R H RBI BB SO
Don Kessinger, ss 4 0 0 0 1 0
Glenn Beckert, 2b 5 0 0 0 0 0
Billy Williams, lf 4 1 2 1 1 0
Ron Santo, 3b 4 1 1 0 0 1
Joe Pepitone, 1b 4 0 2 0 0 0
Johnny Callison, rf 3 0 1 1 1 0
Jose Ortiz, cf 4 0 1 0 0 0
Ken Rudolph, c 2 0 0 0 1 1
Fergie Jenkins, p 3 0 0 0 0 3
Totals 33 2 7 2 4 5

BATTING
2B: Callison, Pepitone. HR: Torre, Williams. 
SH: Jenkins, Rudolph. IBB: Kessinger, Callison.
CS: Sizemore. WP: Gibson.

PITCHING
St. Louis Cardinals IP H R ER BB SO
Bob Gibson L (0-1) 9.1 7 2 2 4 5

Chicago Cubs
Fergie Jenkins W (1-0) 10 3 1 1 0 7

Umpires: Ken Burkhart (HP), Ed Sudol (1B), 
Lee Weyer (2B), Nick Colosi (3B)
Time: 1:58  
Attendance: 39, 079
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B
altimore third baseman Manny
Machado wore his knee injuries
like a tattoo.

A partially torn ligament in his right
knee limited him to 82 games in 2014,
and his previous season was cut short
by a severe injury to the other knee.

He had surgeries on both knees.
All this was enough to raise doubts

about whether he would ever realize
his tremendous potential.

But after a stellar 2015 season, those
fears have been put to rest for the 23-
year-old Machado. He was the only
player to play in 162 games, and the
first Oriole to accomplish that feat
since center fielder Adam Jones did it
in 2012. 

“It’s a great thing I have accom-
plished,” Machado said with a smile.
“Playing 162 games. Not a lot of people
do it. It’s something you just have to
keep working for. I have worked my
butt off to get here after the two knee
surgeries.

“I missed a lot of time,” he added. “I
just wanted to come out here and show
them I could play every day. I put in a
lot of work in order to get back on the
field . . . It has made me mentally
stronger.” 

For Machado, the season-long streak
was also a defining part of his fourth

ANOTHER
STEP TO

Orioles third baseman 
Manny Machado adds 
durability to his list 
of All-Star tools 
that make him one 
of the game’s 
top players 

By Tom Worgo
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major-league campaign. And it did-
n’t go unnoticed. 

“I know it was important to him to
show that he could be healthy the
whole year,” Orioles general manag-
er Dan Duquette said. “It’s a grind
and Manny was up to the task.”

“I think he made a statement,”
Baltimore shortstop J.J. Hardy said.
“It’s an unbelievable accomplish-
ment.” 

Toronto third baseman Josh
Donaldson said the 6-foot-3, 185-
pound Machado got to where he is
now because of all the extra time he
spent working out. 

“He really strengthened himself,”
Donaldson said. “The first time I saw
him, he was a tall, lanky guy. You
knew he would fill out eventually. He

absolutely has put some time in
and gotten stronger to play every

day in the season.
“I think that’s the sixth tool

everybody talks about,”
Donaldson added. “Just to be
durable and play. I think that’s
one of the most important
tools, especially when you’re a
player of the caliber that he is.”

Machado had a memorable
year in other respects, as well.

He hit .286 with 35 home runs, 86
RBI, 102 runs scored and a career-

high 20 stolen bases. 
In September, he became the

youngest Oriole to reach 500 hits, a
record established in 1979 by first
baseman Eddie Murray. Machado
became the first 23-year-old with a
20-home-run season since shortstop
Cal Ripken, Jr. in 1983.

“He’s always been a terrific fielder,

but he has gained more patience at
the plate,” Duquette said. “He has a
real flair for the game. (Orioles Hall
of Fame third baseman) Brooks
Robinson says he is about the only
player he would pay to see. I don’t
know what I could say that would be
more complimentary than that.”

Prior to 2015, Machado had batted
mostly second and at the bottom of
the order. He demonstrated his
power potential in 2013—his first full
season in the majors—batting .283
with 14 home runs, 51 doubles and 71
RBI in 156 games. 

Then he slugged a single-season
high .502 last season, when he post-
ed career bests in most offensive cat-
egories, but did it from the leadoff
spot. He said batting leadoff for the
first time helped him have a career
year.

“Batting first I learned a lot of
things about being disciplined at the
plate,” Machado said. “Hitting first is
a lot of responsibility. You have to
get on base for the team. You are the
sparkplug. It taught me a lot about
the game and I learned a lot about
myself, as well.”

His hitting earned him a slot in the
Home Run Derby in the All-Star
Game at Cincinnati’s Great American
Ball Park. He hit 12 home runs, but
Los Angeles Dodgers rookie outfield-
er Joc Pederson clubbed 13 to knock
Machado out of the first round. 

“It was one of the highlights of the
season for me,” Machado said of his
participation in the Home Run
Derby.

Machado, who won his second
Gold Glove in November, continues
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With 35 home runs and 20 stolen bases, Machado was one of two major leaguers with

at least 30 homers and 20 steals in 2015. The other was Arizona’s Paul Goldschmidt.
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to get rave reviews for his defense. His teammates say he makes
the difficult play look routine.

“We do get spoiled every day with him over at the hot corner,”
Orioles catcher Caleb Joseph said. “He’s made a ton of really
incredible plays, where you sit back after the play is done and
you say to yourself, ‘Did that really just happen?’”

Joseph added: “He has shortstop range at third base. He has
one of the best arms I’ve ever seen. He can make a backhanded
play or even a slow-roller play. He makes a lot more plays than a
lot of guys because of his arm strength. He can even get the fast
runners out.”

Baltimore third-base coach Bobby Dickerson has worked with
Machado the past three years after coaching him in the minor
leagues in 2010. Dickerson said Machado has a tremendous work
ethic.

“He plays at another level,” Dickerson said with a touch of
awe. “His clock is incredible and his ability to slow down and be
calm is just as impressive. He is so relaxed on the field that he
almost appears lackadaisical sometimes, even though he makes
a lot of plays on the run.

“There is just not a stress level to him defensively. It could be
bases loaded with the game on the line in the ninth inning at
Yankees Stadium, and he is just calm and collected as a 20-year
veteran.”
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Machado won his second Gold Glove Award at third base and 

rates as one of the best defensive perfomers at his position.

“I don’t speak much or
talk much. I just go out
there and grind every day.
When you do that, you 
get respect from your
teammates, coaches and
all the players around the
league. Every day, I show
what we’re going to do out
here by the way I play.” 
— Manny Machado

EDDIE
MURRAY

David Durochik/SportPics
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Youngest Players in
Orioles History To Reach
500 Career Hits

DATE OF

PLAYER 500TH HIT AGE

Manny Machado Sept. 22, 2015 23 years, 78 days
Eddie Murray Sept. 9, 1979 23 years, 197 days
Cal Ripken, Jr. July 28, 1984 23 years, 339 days
Brooks Robinson June 22, 1961 24 years, 35 days
Boog Powell June 2, 1966 24 years, 289 days



Machado also moved over to play six games at shortstop
when Hardy went on the disabled list with a rib injury. He
thoroughly enjoyed playing the position he has played for
most of his life.

“I love shortstop and have always played that position,”
said Machado, who moved to third base when he first
came up with the Orioles in 2012.
“Hopefully, sometime down the road I
can play it again. If not, I’ll just keep
doing what I’m doing.”

Having played shortstop in the
minors made it easier for him to adjust
to today’s use of the various defensive
shifts, an aspect to the game that he
clearly doesn’t like. 

“It has changed the game and it’s
taken away a lot of its integrity,” he said.
“People are coming out with all these
stats that really don’t matter. That all
came with the shift. I think at the end of
the day, just like they played the game
back in the day, you have to go out and
perform.”

Machado might not have been as out-
spoken about topics like the shift three
or four years ago. It’s apparent, howev-
er, he’s grown more confident in his role
as a leader.

“As each year goes by, you can see him
taking more of a step and speaking up a little more about
things,” said Joseph, a teammate of Machado’s in the
minors. “It takes a few years to get that veteran leadership
aspect. There’s a natural progression to that and he is
where he needs to be.”

Machado says he prefers to lead mostly by example. 
“I don’t speak much or talk much,” he explained. “I just

go out there and grind every day.
When you do that, you get respect
from your teammates, coaches
and all the players around the
league. Every day, I show what
we’re going to do out here by the
way I play.”

Machado made $548,000 last
season. But he should get a big
raise in 2016, since he is destined
for an arbitration hearing before
spring workouts begin. 

The Orioles have acknowl-
edged that they’d like to sign
him to a long-term contract.
They control him until 2018.

“I would love to stay here.
That would definitely be a great
thing,” Machado said. “This is
the only organization I know. I
love the city, I love the organi-
zation and I love where we’re
going. There are things we can
change around here, and I
would definitely love to be part
of it.”

As the third overall pick in 2010, drafted out of Brito
Miami Private High School, Machado became the highest
Orioles draft pick since LSU pitcher Ben McDonald was
chosen first overall in 1989.

Machado quickly rose through the minors, playing just
222 games before Baltimore promoted him from Double-A

Bowie in August 2012.
Although Machado had played short-

stop his entire career, the Orioles need-
ed a third baseman and moved the
then-20-year-old there. He played third
in only two games at Bowie before the
Orioles called him up. 

Joseph, who played with Machado at
Bowie, said it looked like he’d been
playing third base for years.

“He comes to the big leagues and
he’s an unbelievable third baseman,”
Joseph recalled. “The only other play-
er I can remember ever doing that,
besides A-Rod, is Cal Ripken for the
Orioles. 

“People don’t realize that third is a
different position than short,” added
Joseph. “Shortstop is more side-to-side,
and third base is more angles: in and
outs and drop steps. It’s hard to find
people who can play both positions
well.”

The Orioles are more than happy to have Machado at
third. But with the young veteran’s dedicated response to
two knee surgeries—capped by
his 2015 success—the Orioles
aren’t exactly surprised that
Machado could master both
spots. BD
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Youngest Active Players 

To Reach 500 Career Hits

DATE OF
PLAYER 500TH HIT AGE

Starlin Castro Sept. 7, 2012 22 years, 167 days
Alex Rodriguez May 24, 1998 22 years, 301 days
Bryce Harper Sept. 5, 2015 22 years, 324 days
Mike Trout July 10, 2014 22 years, 337 days
Miguel Cabrera May 12, 2006 23 years, 24 days
Adrian Beltre May 9, 2002 23 years, 32 days
Manny Machado Sept. 22, 2015 23 years, 78 days

Youngest Players To Reach 
500 Career Hits, All Time

DATE OF
PLAYER 500TH HIT AGE

Mel Ott, Giants July 29, 1930 21 years, 149 days
Ty Cobb, Tigers Aug. 22, 1908 21 years, 247 days
Al Kaline, Tigers Aug. 26, 1956 21 years, 250 days
Robin Yount, Brewers July 10, 1977 21 years, 297 days
Buddy Lewis, Senators July 21, 1938 21 years, 345 days

STARLIN
CASTRO

MEL OTT
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Vicious Takeout
Slides Trigger Rule
Change Discussion

T
he Chase Utley takeout slide of Ruben Tejada in

Game 2 of the NLDS between the New York Mets and

Los Angeles Dodgers has rightly triggered enormous

fodder for discussion, which may result in a rules change

involving force-play slides on the major- and minor-league

levels. By the time you’re reading this, chances are that new

sliding regulations will have been put in place. 

This is long overdue. The carnage of middle infielders

and runners injured by the perilous takeout slide over the

years is substantial. 

In a span of 23 days, two major-league shortstops, Tejada

and Pittsburgh’s Jung Ho Kang suffered broken legs. That’s

two of the 10 starting shortstops in the 2015 playoffs. On

Sept. 17, Kang suffered a fractured leg when the Chicago

Cubs’ Chris Coghlan crashed into him in an attempt to

break up a double play. Pirates skipper Clint Hurdle took

the high road and said it was part of the game. Mets man-

ager Terry Collins, however, wasn’t so understanding about

the Utley slide. 

“All I know is my shortstop has a broken leg,” he lament-

ed. Plus, there is history there. In a September 2010 game

between the Mets and Phils, Utley had a similar collision

with Tejada, a 20-year-old rookie. Fortunately, there were

no injuries.  

Defenders of the Utley and Coghlan slides say, “That’s

how the game is played;” “Players are taught to take out the

middle infielder when breaking up a double play;” “They

didn’t mean to injure the fielder;” and “The slide was legal

because the runner hit the ground first.” 

Some call these overly aggressive takeout slides in base-

ball’s combat zone “dirty but legal.” How can something be

“dirty but legal?” If it’s dirty, it needs to be cleaned up with a

rule that works. And why have a “neighborhood play” policy

By Rich Marazzi
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On Sept. 17, Pirates shortstop Jung Ho Kang suffered a season-ending injury when Chris Coghlan of the Cubs slid into Kang’s legs to break up a double play.
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to protect middle infielders if you are going to allow runners

to make reckless slides in which the fielder is defenseless? 

Whatever, both Tejada and Kang were targeted by the

runner. I find it strange that MLB has taken action to protect

catchers from being targeted with the successful “collisions

at home plate” rule, but middle infielders are left out to dry. 

THE LIBERAL SLIDING RULE

Runners are not allowed to start their slide beyond the

base. They may start their slides on either side (left or

right) of the base, however, but must hit the ground before

making contact with a fielder. It is precisely this aspect

that has allowed the late slide. In both the Utley and

Coghlan slides, it’s quite possible that they hit the ground

a split second before crashing into the fielders. 

Also, a runner is allowed to start his slide as late as the

base as long as he hits the ground first. If the runner makes

contact with the fielder before hitting the ground on a dou-

ble-play attempt, this is considered a roll block and it’s ille-

gal. But if he hits the ground first, anything goes.  

My question is: why haven’t the umpires followed the

guidelines outlined in Section

40 in the 2015 Major League

Baseball Umpire Manual? It

says that the runner is

required to reach the base with

his hand or foot and any defi-

nite change in direction by the

runner to contact the fielder is

considered interference. Did

Utley and Coghlan change

direction to make contact with

the fielder? I think so.

Also, it’s interference by a

runner who executes a slide

or roll block that is not a bona

fide effort to reach and stay on the base. If you view the

Utley and Coghlan slides, it’s clear that they had no intent

to reach and stay on the base. 

In most takeout slides, the runner is targeting the infield-

er with the intent of breaking up the double play; he is not

concerned with reaching and staying on the base. The run-

ner’s primary mission is about averting the double play. 

Save an out and break a leg (although not intentional)

seems to the norm.

By the way, any of these violations (if called) creates the

automatic double play by calling the batter-runner out as

well. 

The lax slide rule has caused injury to runners as well.

The Blue Jays’ Josh Donaldson took a knee to his forehead

in the 2015 ALDS. And who knows how the career of former

Dodgers outfielder Tommy Davis, who won back-to-back

batting titles in 1962 and 1963, was affected by his crashing

takeout slide in a 1965 game against the San Francisco

Giants? He subsequently became a journeyman outfielder.

I’ve been around long enough to realize that the way the

game is umpired does not necessarily correlate to the let-

ter of the rule. In my opinion it’s because of this liberal

interpretation of force-play slides by the men in blue that

has exacerbated the problem. 

Some questions need to be answered. Why haven’t the

umpires over the years consistently enforced the above

guidelines as set forth by MLB? And why haven’t the rule

moguls at MLB done anything to ensure that the umps are

adhering to the guidelines? 

THE WINDS OF CHANGE

To the credit of MLB, officials have been looking into

changing sliding regulations as a result of the Coghlan-

Kang play. The Arizona Fall League experimented with a

more civil rule, perhaps the college rule. 

According to NCAA rules, the runner must slide on the

ground in a direct line between the two bases. “On the

ground” means either a head-first slide or slide with one leg

and buttock on the ground. A runner does not have to slide

directly into a base as long as he slides or runs in a direction

away from the fielder to avoid

making contact or altering the

play of the infielder. 

Contact with a fielder is

legal and interference shall

not be called if a runner

makes a legal slide directly to

the base or an imaginary

extension of the baseline

beyond the base. Directly

into the base means the run-

ner’s entire body (feet, legs,

trunk, and arms) must stay in

a straight line between the

bases. It’s permissible for the

slider’s momentum to carry him through the base. This

should be enough to retain the traditional takeout slide for

those who insist that this is part of the game’s tradition.

If a runner goes into a base standing up and does not

make contact or alter the play of the defensive player,

interference shall not be called. In no case are runners

required to slide on any level. If contact occurs as a result

of a pop-up slide, this contact is legal under NCAA rules. 

I think it would be wise for MLB to adopt the following

NCAA force-out sliding rules: It is illegal and interference

should be called on the runner, creating an automatic dou-

ble-play out on force-play slides if: (a) the runner slides or

runs out of the baseline in the direction of the fielder and

either makes contact with or alters the play of a fielder; (b)

the runner uses a rolling or cross-body slide; (c) the run-

ner’s raised leg makes contact higher than the fielder’s

knee when in a standing position; (d) the runner slashes or

kicks the fielder with either leg; and (e) the runner illegal-

ly slides toward or contacts the fielder if the fielder makes
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Mets shortstop Ruben Tejada was injured in Game 2 fo the NLDS when

Chase Utley of the Dodgers broke his leg on a slide into second base.
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no attempt to throw to complete the play.

The National Federation of State High School

Associations’ rules mirror the NCAA regulations, with the

exception of the pop-up slide, plus the runner is prohibited

from sliding past the base.

SCRAP THE NEIGHBORHOOD PLAY

If MLB follows the NCAA guidelines, the “neighborhood

play” should be eliminated since middle infielders will not

need the same protection. That will create the balance

between the defense and offense for those who argue that

the defensive player is overprotected with a safer, more

common-sense sliding rule. 

SUMMARY

Utley and Coghlan are not baseball villains. They executed

their slides by what the rules and umpires have irresponsibly

allowed, and by the way they were taught to play the game. In

addition to Utley and Coghlan, Mike Napoli, Rougned Odor,

Josh Donaldson and Didi Gregorius all made postseason

slides that bordered “dirty but legal.” The real problems are

the inconsistent application of the rule and an umpiring sys-

tem that for many years has neglected the established guide-

lines set by MLB covering force-play slides.  

MLB has done a great job with the “collisions at home

plate” rule 6.01 (i) (l), formerly 7.13 (1) and (2). I trust MLB

will do the same and halt the hazardous slides that have

existed in the game for far too long. Perhaps a new rule will

be known as the “Utley Rule.”

Following is a list of video clips illustrating several dan-

gerous slides that occurred during the 2015 season: Go to

MLB.com and see for yourself.

• PIT @ MIL July 19  “Mercer carted off field after injuring

leg” 

• CHC @ PIT Sept 17 “ Kang exits with torn MCL after dou-

ble play” 

• Hou @ NYY  Oct. 6  “ AL WC: Correa makes impressive

play for the forceout”     [note the Gregorius slide]

• NYM @PHI     Oct. 10  (occurred Sept. 24, 2010, but illus-

trated with the Oct. 10 plays) “Utley slides hard into Tejada”

• NYM @LAD  Oct. 10 “ MUST C Collision: “Utley hard

slide injures Tejada”  BD

Rich Marazzi is a rules consultant for the Yankees, Red Sox, 
Blue Jays, Royals, Mariners and Reds. If you would like to 
contact Rich, you can email him at Rtmarazzi@aol.com or 

write him at: 105 Pulaski Highway, Ansonia, CT 06401
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ACROSS

1 Joe DiMaggio once starred for the

San Francisco _____

4 Shane _______ led the N.L. in

triples in 2009 and 2011

9 Player who rarely sits

10 Passion

11 A fire ____ means a major 

shakeup of a team’s roster

12 El ____ is home of the Pacific

Coast League’s Chihuanhuas

13 Texas is “The Lone ____ State”

15 Defeat unexpectedly

17 Jose Reyes is one of many 

______-born ballplayers

20 Known as “Willie,” ______

Hernandez was A.L. Cy Young and

MVP winner in 1984

22 Ty Cobb was “The Georgia _____”

24 Ernie Banks used to say, “Let’s

____ two!”

25 Sparky ___ penned The Bronx Zoo 

26 Not up for a game

29 Fight between players

30 Zack ______ topped majors with

1.66 ERA in 2015

31 Kind of slide popularized by Pete

Rose

32 Catches flyball in practice

DOWN

1 Pitcher who led N.L. in strikeouts in

2014

2 Los _____ is home of the Dodgers

3 Home run with no one aboard

4 Justin ______ won A.L. MVP in 2011

5 Johnny _____ went the distance in

Game 2 of 2015 World Series for Royals

6 “Blue Moon”

7 Very stupid

8 George Steinbrenner was Yankees

____ through 2010

14 A ____ throw is a quick, short toss

16 Connie Mack was “The _____

Tactician”

18 Burt Lancaster played “______”

Graham in Field of Dreams

19 Four Down has already tossed two 

__ - _______

21 Hisashi _____ pitched a hitless game

for the Mariners last August

23 Fredi Gonzalez managed here the last

five seasons (2011-2015) 

24 A short ____ is an outfield wall that’s

easily reached

25 Struggle

27 The back part of the leg below the knee

28 “Miracle” team of 1969

SOLUTION ON PAGE 62

By Larry Humber



Person in history I’d like to have met: I’d love to
have met Jackie Robinson—a pioneer in the game. I’d
ask him, “How'd you do it?” I get agitated when people
tell me I suck. I can’t imagine what he went through.
Favorite ballparks: I like (Oriole Park at) Camden
Yards, Fenway Park and Anaheim Baseball Stadium.
Favorite sports team outside baseball: Los
Angeles Lakers
Best time of my life: The last 12 years of my 
life in professional baseball. It’s been a blur 
because things go so fast. But I wouldn’t 

trade this experience for the world.
Biggest disappointment: I really 
don’t have many. Life’s not too bad.

Characteristic I admire most 
in a person: Loyality
True sign of success:
Being able to wake up and smile
Most important attribute 

a ballplayer needs: Heart
Player I learned the most from: Nick Markakis
Three people I’d invite to dinner: Jackie
Robinson, Hank Aaron and Willie Mays
If I could change one thing about baseball it
would be: I would leave the game the way it is.
There’s no reason for me to change it.
If not a ballplayer I would have been:
This was my dream. So I have no idea what I would
have done.
Behind my back they say: They won’t say I’m
quiet. They’d probably say I post up. I play.
I’m most proud of: the way our team gives effort
My three favorite cities on the road: Toronto,
Seattle and Anaheim 
Toughest pitcher I have faced: Felix Hernandez,
Seattle, and Alex Cobb, Tampa Bay
Life after baseball: I got kids. There will be high
school. Soccer practices. Hopefully, I’ll be a soccer dad.
My most embarrassing baseball experience:
It happened in 2008. I caught a deep flyball in the 
old Metrodome in Minnesota. Carlos Gomez was on
second base and was about to tag up. As I caught the
ball, I slipped on the warning track. Gomez came all
the way around and scored, as I threw the ball in
while on the seat of my pants. My teammates wore
me out teasing me.
My most memorable game: It was my first game
in the big leagues in 2006. I was in Seattle and it 
was the beginning of my journey in the major
leagues. The beginning of an extreme learning 
experience. The big leagues isn’t just about physically
playing; it’s also a mental game. That day was the
whole beginning for me.    

JACKIE
ROBINSON

FELIX
HERNANDEZ

Through his first
10 seasons in

the major
leagues, Jones
is a five-time
All-Star and

four-time Gold
Glove Award

winner.

ADAM JONES
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7TH INNING STRETCH

MIGUEL CABRERA

Players Who Led The League 
In Batting Average, On-Base
Percentage and Slugging
Percentage in Same Season

BABE RUTH

TED
WILLIAMS

BARRY BONDS
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S
ince 1901, a major leaguer has led his league in 
batting average, on-base percentage and slugging
percentage on 43 occasions, a feat accomplished by

24 players. Batters topping their league in all three hitting
percentages multiple times are Rogers Hornsby (7), Ted
Williams (5), Honus Wagner (4), Ty Cobb (4), Nap Lajoie
(2), Stan Musial (2) and Barry Bonds (2). Lajoie and
Hornsby are the only players to do it with different teams.

AMERICAN LEAGUE
Year Player, Team BA OBP SLG
1901 Nap Lajoie, A’s .426 .463 .643
1902 Ed Delahanty, Senators .376 .453 .590
1904 Nap Lajoie, Indians .376 .413 .546
1906 George Stone, Browns .358 .417 .501
1909 Ty Cobb, Tigers .377 .431 .517
1910 Ty Cobb, Tigers .383 .456 .551
1914 Ty Cobb, Tigers .368 .466 .513
1916 Tris Speaker, Indians .386 .470 .502
1917 Ty Cobb, Tigers .383 .444 .570
1924 Babe Ruth, Yankees .378 .513 .739
1934 Lou Gehrig, Yankees .363 .465 .706
1938 Jimmie Foxx, Red Sox .349 .462 .704
1941 Ted Williams, Red Sox .406 .553 .735
1942 Ted Williams, Red Sox .356 .499 .648
1947 Ted Williams, Red Sox .343 .499 .634
1948 Ted Williams, Red Sox .369 .497 .615
1957 Ted Williams, Red Sox .388 .526 .731
1966 Frank Robinson, Orioles .316 .410 .637
1967 Carl Yastrzemski, Red Sox .326 .418 .622
1979 Fred Lynn, Red Sox .333 .423 .637
1980 George Brett, Royals .390 .454 .664
2009 Joe Mauer, Twins .365 .444 .587
2013 Miguel Cabrera, Tigers .348 .442 .636

NATIONAL LEAGUE
Year Player, Team BA OBP SLG
1904 Honus Wagner, Pirates .349 .423 .520
1907 Honus Wagner, Pirates .350 .408 .513
1908 Honus Wagner, Pirates .354 .415 .542
1909 Honus Wagner, Pirates .339 .420 .489
1910 Sherry Magee, Phillies .331 .445 .507
1920 Rogers Hornsby, Cardinals .370 .431 .559
1921 Rogers Hornsby, Cardinals .397 .458 .639
1922 Rogers Hornsby, Cardinals .401 .459 .722
1923 Rogers Hornsby, Cardinals .384 .459 .627
1924 Rogers Hornsby, Cardinals .424 .507 .696
1925 Rogers Hornsby, Cardinals .403 .489 .756
1928 Rogers Hornsby, Braves .387 .498 .632
1933 Chuck Klein, Phillies .368 .422 .602
1935 Arky Vaughan, Pirates .385 .491 .607
1943 Stan Musial, Cardinals .357 .425 .562
1948 Stan Musial, Cadinals .376 .450 .702
1999 Larry Walker, Rockies .379 .458 .710
2000 Todd Helton, Rockies .372 .463 .698
2002 Barry Bonds, Giants .370 .582 .799
2004 Barry Bonds, Giants .362 .609 .812
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FROM PAGE 28QUICK QUIZ ANSWERS

2 Besides Max Scherzer, the five other
pitchers to throw a no-hitter in 2015

were Chris Heston (Giants), Cole Hamels
(Phillies), Hisashi Iwakuma (Mariners),

Mike Fiers (Astros) and Jake Arrieta
(Cubs).

3Along with Eric Hosmer, Buster
Posey was the only other big-

league player to drive in 90 or more
runs with fewer than 20 home runs

last season. He totaled 19 homers and
95 RBI for the Giants.

4 The four batters to strike
out 200 or more times

in a single season prior to
Chris Davis are Mark

Reynolds, Adam
Dunn, Chris Carter

and Drew Stubbs.

5 The only 
player in

MLB history to hit
40 or more doubles
and home runs in a

season without collect-
ing 100 RBI is Alfonso Soriano. In 2006,

Soriano recorded 41 doubles, 46 homers and
95 RBI for the Washington Nationals.

6Ted Williams scored 
the most runs in a

season without having a 
stolen-base attempt, when

he led the majors with 
142 runs for the 

Red Sox in 1946.

7Among pitchers with 200 
or more innings pitched last 

season, Zack Greinke of the Dodgers
allowed the fewest baserunners 
with 188. He surrendered 148 hits and 
40 walks in 222.2 innings.

8The seven other left-handed pitchers besides Clayton Kershaw to strike
out 300 or more batters in a season are Rube Waddell, Sandy Koufax,

Sam McDowell, Mickey Lolich, Vida Blue, Steve Carlton and Randy Johnson.

9The two Houston Astros pitchers to win 20 games in 1999 were 
left-hander Mike Hampton, who went 22-4, and right-hander Jose

Lima, who finished with a 21-10 mark.

10 Closer Mark Melancon joined Dave Giusti as the only relievers 
in Pirates history to lead the National League in saves since they

became an official stat in 1969. Giusti topped the N.L. with 30 in 1971.

1The three major leaguers with 30 or
more homers and a batting average

of .300 or higher last season were Bryce
Harper (42, .330) of the Nationals,
Paul Goldschmidt (33, .321) of the
Diamondbacks, and Nelson
Cruz (40, .302) of the
Mariners.
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BUSTER
POSEY

In 2015, Zack Greinke

allowed only 0.844

baserunners (hits and

walks) per inning, or

7.62 per nine innings

pitched.

ZACK
GREINKE
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PATENTED SMART VIDEO CAPTURE
TM

 TECHNOLOGY

VIDEO ADAPTIVE SLOW-MO

Record video of your swings and the patented Smart Video Capture™ 
technology will automatically identify your swings and clip your video to 
create a series of video highlights, overlaid with your swing metrics. Replay 
and share your video and metric highlights to social media with one touch.

Automatically clips and creates a 

series of video highlights

High-frame rate video capture

THE EASTON POWER SENSOR

LEARN MORE ABOUT EASTON’S NEW POWER SENSOR AT 

WWW.EASTON.COM / P OWE R-S E N S OR

EASTON’S NEW POWER SENSOR UTILIZES REVOLUTIONARY 
TECHNOLOGY TO ANALYZE YOUR SWING SO YOU CAN LEARN 
TO HIT WITH MORE POWER AND OVERALL EFFICIENCY.

ATTACH CAPTURE ANALYZE IMPROVE

SCIENCE IN
EVERY SWING

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 


