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This month WHAT THE REST OF THE  

TEAM ARE EXCITED BY IN THE DECEMBER ISSUE…

Kev Raymond  
Features writer

Plenty has changed over the 

years I’ve been riding — bikes, 

Caroline Barrett 
Editorial assistant

I spent last year riding an 

Indian Scout Sixty – my first 

taste of a cruiser. Maybe it’s left a mark, 

because I’ve noticed Triumph’s Bobber  

several times this year and wondered 

how it feels to ride. This month’s Road 

Test should have all the answers. PAGE 46

tyres, kit, roads — but rain hasn’t got any 

less wet. And so waterpoofs aren’t any 

less crucial. But which suit to go for? 

One-piece or two? Cheap or premium?  

I’d like a test of, say, 19 of them… PAGE 80

THE WORLD OF motorcycling has changed a lot  

in the last ten years. Sportsbikes selling less, 

adventure bikes selling more… and sports tourers 

have changed too. Some are more upright, others 

more exposed and all of them — like sportsbikes and 

adventure bikes — make a lot more power. 

Fortunately, what hasn’t changed is how great it is to ride in 

Yorkshire. This month, Martin and the test team headed to the 

Dales with three great sports tourers. From popular biking routes 

to back lanes, they found brilliant roads highlighting the strengths 

– and the weaknesses – of their bikes. Read their story on p14. 

Of course, what I took from it is that it doesn’t matter what bike 

you’re on or where you are. What counts is taking the time to get 

off the usual routes and find fresh roads. Enjoy your ride.

Welcome...

SIMON WEIR 

EDITOR

Martin Fitz-Gibbons  
Deputy editor

This month I rediscovered 

Yamaha’s XT660R (p108), 

which left me mourning the demise of 

light, single-cylinder trailies. But Duncan 

McCallum didn’t sulk — he turned a KTM 

690 Enduro R into his ideal adventure-

tourer. It sounds awesome. PAGE 36
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Speedmaster shares 

Bobber’s DNA but 

adds laid-back 

cruiser comfort

Handlebar is 

wider and more 

pulled back than 

the Bobber

Speedo sits at  

a more upright 

angle to suit 

relaxed riding 

position

Highway accessory kit 

includes tall screen  

Bobber Black has 

chunkier front tyre 

and forks   
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TRIUMPH’S RETRO RANGE GROWS

TRIUMPH’S RAPIDLY EXPANDING family 

of Bonnevilles welcomes another 

member this month in the guise of 2018’s 

new Speedmaster. It’s the most laid-

back of all the modern Bonnies, with 

feet-forward pegs and wide, pulled-back 

handlebars, plus chrome-heavy styling 

that puts it squarely in the cruiser camp.

Beneath the relaxed, retro look, the 

Speedmaster shares much with the 

enormously popular Bobber (reviewed 

on p46). It has the same 1200cc parallel 

twin making 76bhp and 78lb•ft of torque, 

its liquid cooling and fuel 

injection cunningly 

camouflaged by engine 

fins and neat carb-style 

throttle-body covers. The 

chassis is similar too, 

with short-travel forks 

and a faux-hardtail 

swingarm, the rear shock 

hidden under the seat.

The Speedmaster 

differs by using 16in 

wheels at both ends (the Bobber has  

a 19in front), with a wider 130-section 

front tyre. The front end also benefits 

from having twin brake discs, where the 

Bobber has just one.

Other mods suggest the Speedmaster 

will be more practical, more comfortable 

and better suited to longer rides than the 

Bobber. It has a larger fuel tank (12 litres 

rather than nine), standard cruise 

control, and twin seats with a sturdy-

looking chromed pillion grabrail.

For those who want to give the 

Speedmaster even more long-range 

ability, Triumph’s ‘Highway’ accessory kit 

adds a screen, comfort 

seats, pillion backrest 

and waxed-cotton and 

leather panniers. There’s 

also a ‘Maverick’ kit that 

pushes it in the opposite 

direction, removing the 

pillion seat and adding 

flatter bars and a black 

Vance & Hines exhaust.

Triumph has also taken 

the covers off a blacked-

out version of the Bobber called… the 

Bobber Black. As well as its mono-

chrome colouring the Black differs by 

using a fat-tyred 16in front wheel and 

larger 47mm forks. MARTIN FITZ-GIBBONS

Triumph reveals new Speedmaster
Cruiser version of the Bonneville leads Triumph’s 2018 new models

says
Triumph says the Bobber is  

the fastest-selling model in the 

firm’s 115-year history, so it’s no 

surprise to see more new bikes 

on similar lines. Given how much 

the Bobber impressed us in this 

month’s RiDE Road Test, the 

Speedmaster looks promising.



Small Suzukis 

punch above  

their weight
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 ROMANCE AND 

ADVENTURE

What did you do for 

your honeymoon? 

Malaysian couple 

Alfi and Diana got 

married and quit 

their jobs to ride from 

their home, Selangor, to 

London (marking 60 years 

since the country’s independence from 

Britain). They set off in April and rode through 

Malaysia, Thailand, Nepal, India, Pakistan, 

Iran, Armenia, Georgia and Turkey on the way 

to Europe. They didn’t do this on an adventure 

bike, but a Honda PCX125 scooter.

 HISTORY

Ana Carrasco has made motorcycling history 

as the first woman to win an 

FIM World Championship 

race. The 20-year-old 

took the landmark 

victory at the Portimão 

round of the World 

Supersport 300 

championship. “I think  

it will be a change of 

mentality and people will 

realise that a woman can fight 

for the championship,” she said. 

 ONLINE SHOPPING

Held has been hit by fraudsters. 

The fake website www.

heldmotorcycle.com looks like 

an official e-shop — but it isn’t 

— it’s a scam. Held has shut it down six times 

but it keeps coming back. To buy Held gear, 

visit your local stockist or use a reputable UK 

website like Sportsbike Shop or Get Geared. 

 JUSTICE

Pawel Zietowski received an eight-month 

prison sentence and a 28-month ban after 

being caught pulling wheelies on his Yamaha 

R6 on the M6. The same day, another motoring 

prosecution was handed down elsewhere in 

the country, as well-paid ball-kicker Wayne 

Rooney received a two-year ban (and no jail 

time) for being caught almost three times over 

the drink-drive limit. Equal treatment, right?

NEW LEARNER-FRIENDLY SUZUKIS

SCHUBERTH HELD IN HIGH REGARD

CONSISTING OF A fully faired model, 

the GSX-R125, and a naked version, 

the GSX-S125, both of Suzuki’s new 

125s slot neatly into the firm’s 

established model families. But other 

than their branding, everything else on 

the bikes is new. They share a steel 

frame and the same liquid-cooled 

124cc single, which 

has a four-valve head, 

twin cams and a more 

oversquare design 

(bigger bore, shorter 

stroke) than any rival. 

Power is capped to a 

learner-legal 15bhp, 

but with a claimed 

122mpg, it is frugal.

With power a level 

playing field for all 

125s, Suzuki has 

focused on making its bikes as light as 

possible – the GSX-S is 133kg, the R 

134kg — giving them the best claimed 

power-to-weight ratio in the class. 

This dedication to weight reduction is 

displayed in how they ride too, both 

GSX models delivering the high level of 

agility you’d expect of light machines.

But Suzuki hasn’t 

gone too far in 

shrinking its bikes. 

Even 6ft-tall riders 

won’t feel cramped 

though the S, with its 

flat bars (which are 

100mm higher than 

the R’s), is more 

comfortable. The R 

costs £4072 while  

the S is £3772.  

JON URRY

PREMIUM HELMET BRAND Schuberth has joined forces with German clothing 

brand Held to offer a range of “Held by Schuberth” crash helmets. Essentially, 

they’re the same as conventional Schuberths but with different liners and colour 

schemes. Prices are likely to be the same: the full-face H-SR2 Race costing 

£550 (plain) or £600 (graphic); the flip-front H-C4 Tour £560 (patterned) or £550 

for a plain colour (including silver); the H-C3 Pro, in gloss finish, costing £400. 

This is part of Held’s 2018 collection. The new jackets are made with eco-

friendly tanning methods, including the Stone (pictured, £352). There are new 

gloves, including the Gore-Tex Chikara GTX (pictured, £180) and new luggage, like 

the Smart Carry Bag (£44) – a handbag that becomes a rucksack. SIMON WEIR

Suzuki’s smart new 125s

German kit giants unite

Good month for…

Bad month for…

says
Fresh-looking, well-priced and 

with a big-bike feel, there is little 

to dislike about Suzuki’s new 

125s other than a touch too 

much front brake lever travel. 

The GSX-R125 is the headline 

act, but we suspect the naked 

GSX-S’s greater urban appeal 

will make it more popular.



 TRAVEL
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Your rides
Been somewhere inspirational? Ridden 
an amazing road? Email ride@ride.co.uk 
to tell us about your trip and your bike

Black Mountain, Wales
From County Armagh to Wales, on 

our four-day trip. Me on my Honda 

VFR1200 and my wife Mandy on her 

CB650F with our sons, Samuel and 

Luke. David Hoy

Pula, Croatia
I did 16 countries in 12 days, 

including six countries in one day. 

Needed a trip to a dentist in Romania 

— not in, so an 800-mile detour to 

Pula, where I got screwed (with a 

titanium implant). Joe Crennan

Eire
Just completed 1000 miles around the south of Ireland with (l-r) Paul and his Honda 

CBF1000, Nick and his Honda Varadero, Steven with his Honda Crosstourer, Gary with 

his Triumph Tiger 800 XRT and my BMW R1200GS TE. Neil Matthews



Riaño, Spain
My Harley-

Davidson 1200 CX 

Roadster taken at 

Riaño on a 760-mile 

road trip in Northern 

Spain, without a sat 

nav… or a map. 

Colin Prestwich

Wageningen, 
Holland

My 1980 Puch Maxi N 

on the ‘Northern Ningers’ 

European Adventure — a 

200-mile trip on mopeds, 

Monkey Bikes, Cubs and 

scooters, all under 125cc. 

Malcolm Wright

Lake 
District, 
England

My dad and I 

had a good blast 

round the Lakes, 

me on my new 

Yamaha Tracer 

and him on his 

old Fazer. 

Richard 

Holmes
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STAR PICTURE
Southport, England

While my body was still in ‘night mode’ 

after a week of shift work, I went for a 

ride on my Yamaha FZ1 on a warm, light 

evening. After reaching Southport Pier, I 

had to take a picture of the sunset.

David Gilligan

Get your bike in 
& win a Bike Trac system
Each month the star picture will win a BikeTrac 

unit, plus a year’s subscription. As well as boosting 

security, it logs journeys and even gives live 

battery voltage information, too.

How to send us your photos

Email your most inspirational biking photos to us  

at ride@ride.co.uk with ‘Your Rides’ in the 

subject line. Please send us the original unedited 

photo file, ideally at least five megapixels in size. 

And don’t forget to include your full name, too.



Saqqara, Egypt
 On my CCM GP450 at the ancient 

pyramids in Saqqara, Egypt on my 

62-day, 9500-mile trip from Gosport  

to Cape Town. Wendy Peters

Llanberis, Wales
Paul (Honda VFR750), Brendan (Harley-Davidson 883) 

and me (Triumph Tiger 800) after riding down a very sunny 

Pass of Llanberis. Ed Lillystone

Portsoy, Scotland
 Phyllis in the evening 

sun with our BMW 

K1200R Sport at Portsoy 

harbour before sampling 

a glass of Donkey’s 

Flipflop in the friendly 

harbourside pub.

Simon Ovenden

Jaca, 
Spain

A group of ten 

of us took the 

ferry to Bilbao, then 

rode to Jaca in the 

Pyrenees and spent four 

days riding amazing roads. 

The weather was perfect.

Grant Chapman

De Vlugt, South Africa
I spent six days riding 1500 solo 

miles through the mountains and 

arid regions of the Western Cape 

in South Africa on a rented BMW 

F800GS Adventure.

Andrew Marx

TRAVEL



Distributed in the UK exclusively by:

A range of heated apparel designed
exclusively for motorcyclists

Jackets, bodywarmers and vests

From Dual-Power vests to fully integrated heated jackets,

Keis makes use of the very latest heat generation technology.

Boot insoles

Armoured and inner gloves

Unlike heated grips, Keis heated gloves provide a layer of heat 

to the exposed top of your hands and around your fingers.

Designed to be tailored to your unique boot profile, Keis insoles 

help keep your toes nice and toasty.

Plus a range of accessories to power, connect, and control your 

Keis heated apparel, as a single garment, or integrated into a 

complete heated motorcyling solution.

Keis garments are powered from a motorcycle battery or a Keis 

Portable Battery (for Dual-Power garments).

Keis garments feature the very latest heat generation technology,

and a lifetime warranty on all heating elements.

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

UK’s No.1 HEATED MOTORCYCLE CLOTHING

www.keisapparel.co.uk

Trousers

Keis wraps your legs within a relaxing envelope of warmth, 

ensuring effective circulation and comfort during long, cold trips.

Visit the website to find out more information or where to shop:
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VALENCIA, SPAIN

YOU’VE ALREADY BOOKED it, haven’t 

you? You haven’t? Well, don’t panic… 

you can probably just about get it 

sorted. What? Going to the final 

round of the MotoGP season in 

Valencia, that’s what…

It helps that this year’s 

championship has been one of the 

most closely fought for years but 

even if the title isn’t decided at the 

last round (it was in 2015), it’s still  

one of the most compelling races  

to attend. It’s a great stadium for 

spectators, many riders approach 

battle with a one-last-push-for-glory 

attitude and the atmosphere among 

the fans is astonishing. 

All of which is pretty secondary, 

really. Because what matters for us 

is the ride down — which can be, 

frankly, brilliant. You could rush down 

in three days from Calais, sitting on 

motorways, numbing mind and arse. 

Or you could do it properly, give 

yourself a week and enjoy it. Or, 

better still, take the Santander ferry 

on the Sunday before, then ride the 

most scenic route you can find 

across Spain, enjoying the sun. 

Come to think of it, even if you don’t 

want to go to the race, a bit of 

Spanish winter sun sounds like a 

great idea. The average temperature 

in Valencia in November is 13-18°C — 

with much less chance of rain than 

we get at home. 

WHEN TO GO: The MotoGP race weekend 

starts on November 10, with the race on Sunday 

November 12. For info see www.motogp.com

HOW TO GET THERE: For preference, it’s a 

ferry to northern Spain then a few days’ riding 

(Plymouth-Santander sailing on November 5, 

Portsmouth-Bilbao sailing on November 7). See 

www.brittany-ferries.co.uk for info. 

WHERE TO STAY: Booking late means you’re 

unlikely to get anywhere near Cheste, the 

suburb where the circuit is. If you can’t find a 

hotel in the city itself, consider Requena or Utiel, 

half an hour away on the A3 motorway. 

WHERE TO RIDE: Download our favourite 

route to Valencia at www.ride.co.uk/routes

YOUR NEXT GREAT RIDE

41.236959, 1.058827



Exploring the beauty of the Yorkshire Dales 

with three very different sports tourers  
Words Martin Fitz-Gibbons   Pictures Gareth Harford

BMW S1000XR

Tall all-rounder that rides like

a jacked-up sportsbike

KAWASAKI

Z1000SX TOURER

Britain’s best-selling sports 

tourer was overhauled for 2017

 Tales 
Dalesfrom 

the
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“You’d think a do-it-all 
sports tourer would be 

the perfect choice”

T
HE GLORIOUS ROLLING 

landscapes of the Yorkshire 

Dales – from its tight lanes laced 

with dry stone walls to its vast, 

verdant vistas – are an endlessly 

enticing motorcycling 

playground. Doubly so when 

you’re dreaming of them from the 

decidedly drab Midlands industrial estate 

RiDE calls home. But any road trip from 

here to the Dales becomes a ride of three 

distinct characters: there are narrow, 

rollercoaster backroads that reward bikes 

with accuracy and agility; faster runs 

through open wilderness that call on 

plenty of overtaking punch; and the 

inescapable motorway slog there and back.

You’d likely think a do-it-all sports 

tourer would be the perfect choice for such 

a ride. Well, there’s a catch: there aren’t 

actually that many being made any more. 

Ridiculously, riders don’t appear to want 

them. Ten years ago, British bikers bought 

more than 11,000 brand-new sports 

tourers; last year it had plummeted below 

4000. This catastrophic collapse is utterly 

baffling to anyone who worships multi-

purpose motorcycling – the ability to go 

fast and far; to enjoy cornering and comfort; 

to want precision and practicality. Doesn’t 

everyone want a bike that does everything?

Well, RiDE certainly does. So to see 

what’s right and wrong with today’s sports 

tourers, we’re taking three of them on just 

such a run up to, and right through, 

Yorkshire. There’s the latest version of 

Kawasaki’s Z1000SX, consistently Britain’s 

biggest-selling sports tourer. There’s the 

BMW S1000XR, a superbike on stilts. And 

there’s the new Tourer Edition of Yamaha’s 

MT-10, a hyperactive supernaked that’s 

found a sensible streak. All are new or 

updated for 2017, all have four-cylinder 

litre-class engines and all offer a pair of 

panniers for us to pack our pants in. Last 

one to Hawes is a Yorkshire pudding…

YAMAHA MT-10

TOURER EDITION

Lairy supernaked with an

official kit of long-range extras

DECEMBER 2017 | 15

D f g

motorcycles in the traditional manner



Changing the tyres has 

definitely helped the 

Kawasaki’s handling

PETERBOROUGH TO BEDALE
145 miles
After an hour of fleeing flat, packed 

Peterborough on the northbound A1, three 

things about the S1000XR are clear. The 

first is that it’s a comfy, spacious place to be 

sat. I’ve spent the past six months riding an 

R1200GS and this high-chair stance feels 

almost identical — wide handlebars, 

towering height, acres of room between 

seat and pegs. I wouldn’t be at all surprised 

if the XR’s designers simply took a brass 

rubbing of the GS’s ergonomic triangle.

The second is that it’s well-equipped, 

furnished with everything a long-range 

tourist could want to while away the 

motorway miles. The seat is comfy and 

supportive, the cruise control gives your 

brain a break from speedo obsessing and 

the accurate, trustworthy range countdown 

helps you squeeze every last mile you can 

from the 20-litre tank. The screen, pulled 

up into the higher of its two positions, is 

pleasantly protective as well.

Unfortunately, the third discovery is that 

the XR still suffers from irritating, tingly, 

high-frequency cruising-speed engine 

vibrations. It was an issue on the original 

2015 bike, but BMW had promised it had 

solved it with new “optimised vibration-

decoupled handlebars”. Sorry chaps, you 

haven’t. Keen for a second opinion, we pull 

over to swap bikes somewhere north of 

Newark. “I noticed the vibration after less 

than 25 miles,” Jimmy Doherty confirms 

after his first ride on the ‘improved’ XR. 

“And it’s not just your hands — you can feel 

the buzziness through your feet too.” It’s 

not just me then.

I take over the Kawasaki Z1000SX as we 

sail past Doncaster and on towards Leeds. 

It feels radically different from the XR – far 

more compact, set lower and tilted forward 

more, feet tucked up closer to your bum. 

The bars are lower, closer, narrower and set 

at a slightly inward angle too. The SX isn’t 

as open or upright as a naked roadster, but 

it’s more relaxed than a Honda VFR800. 

“It’s a bit of a weird riding position,” 

reckons Simon Hargreaves. “The angle of 

the bars twists your wrists — I want to 

spread the bars out, to straighten them. But 

when you notice the extreme cut-outs in 

the screen and the tank, you realise why 

the bar position is a compromise.”

The sharply sculpted screen adjusts to 

three angles but even set to its highest, it 

still doesn’t offer the wind protection of the 

XR. “The first thing I noticed on the 

Kawasaki was the wind; it hits you on your 

chest,” says Jimmy. “It makes it feel colder 

than the other two bikes.”

The Yamaha’s fuel light pings on with 

perfect timing as we pull in to Wetherby 

Services. “Well, there’s nothing wrong with 

the MT-10,” declares Simon. I’m scanning 

his words for sarcasm but coming up 

empty. He actually means it. I’m surprised, 

given that this much-vaunted ‘Tourer 

Edition’ is simply a regular MT-10 with a 

dealer-fitted kit of bolt-on bits. Can it really 

turn a raging R1-based streetfighter into a 

proper all-rounder?

Five miles further up the road and I’ve 

got to concede: he’s right. The MT isn’t as 

luxurious as the XR, obviously, but it’s so 

much better than I’d expected – in fact, it’s 

nicer on motorways than the Kawasaki. 

The flyscreen’s wind protection is superior 

to the SX, the Yamaha has cruise control 

(which the Kawasaki doesn’t), its legroom 

is no worse (if anything, maybe a whisker 

more generous), the comfort seat 

deserving of its name and the crossplane-

“We gleefully soak 
up the welcome 
curves of the A684”
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Stunning vistas and 

engaging riding roads 

 Three go mild  

 in Yorkshire  
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Kawasaki 
Z1000SX Tourer

The third version of the Z1000SX continues to 

build on the bike’s vast popularity. It still uses 

the same 1043cc motor and twin-spar frame 

that the bike has had since 2011 but for this 

year, Kawasaki spruced it up with a 

considerable cosmetic overhaul and smarter 

rider aids. It now has LED headlights, a larger 

screen and a wider fairing, while its ABS and 

traction control use lean-angle information 

supplied by an IMU. The regular SX costs 

£10,139 while this Tourer version (with its 

28-litre hard panniers, inner bags and a GPS 

bracket) is £600 more. 

SPEC Price £10,739 Engine 1043cc 16v dohc inline four, l/c Power 140bhp @ 10,000rpm 

Torque 82lb·ft @ 7300rpm Transmission 6-speed, chain Chassis aluminium twin-spar 

Front suspension 41mm forks, 120mm travel, adjustable preload, rebound and compression 

Rear suspension monoshock, 144mm travel, adjustable preload and rebound Front brakes

300mm discs, four-piston calipers Rear brake 250mm disc, single-piston caliper Front tyre

120/70 ZR17 Rear tyre 190/50 ZR17 Wheelbase 1440mm Rake/trail 24.5°/102mm Seat 

height 815mm Kerb weight 235kg Fuel capacity 19 litres

PCP FINANCE Price £10,739 Deposit £2500.00 Monthly repayments 36 x £106.84 

Optional final payment £5625 APR 5.9% Total payable £11,971.24 Annual mileage 5000

crank engine superbly smooth at steady 

speeds. Over distance, the MT-10’s only 

obvious shortcoming is a pretty paltry tank 

range — a consequence of having both the 

worst fuel economy and the smallest tank 

of the three bikes.

BEDALE TO HAWES 
41 miles
Our turning off the A1 can’t come soon 

enough. Picking up signs for Bedale, the 

three of us revel in the end of the multi-

lane monotony and gleefully soak up the 

welcome, gentle curves of the A684. A blue 

road-sign warning of “Tank drivers under 

instruction” is too tempting to ignore, so we 

hook a sharp right, hoping to stumble 

across a battalion of badly-driven 

Shermans, Chieftans and Challengers that, 

disappointingly, never appears.

The BMW doesn’t feel like a tank but 

after the Yamaha, it is substantially more, 

well, substantial. It’s not just the XR’s extra 

height that makes the difference but also 

its width and length. “After the other two 

bikes it feels like you sit in the BMW, not 

just on top of it,” reckons Jimmy. “It’s 

 The Kawasaki’s engine is 

the more flexible and 

easiest to ride of the trio

 Kawasaki clocks are 

acceptable but could be 

better. See why on P107

28-litre panniers take  

a full-face lid with ease
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like you climb inside it – you look ahead 

and see all this mass in front of you. But 

everything’s easy on it, it’s so poised and it 

disguises its weight so well. The only 

problem is that I don’t feel quite as 

connected to the road as on the other two.”

That’s down to the XR’s ‘adventure’-style 

longer-travel suspension, which muffles 

the tarmac-to-palm feedback. It’s 

noticeable, but it doesn’t hold the BMW 

back at all as we fire over the top of the 

scenic Barden Moor and drop down 

between the trip’s first dry stone walls. We 

cut across to the B6270, which tracks the 

River Swale through stunning quiet 

countryside. A few miles past Reeth, Simon 

waves, indicates and leads us off the main 

road, turning almost 180° back on 

ourselves to pick up a sharply climbing 

single-track road that seems to be heading 

into the middle of nowhere.

Signs of life melt away, the skinny strip of 

road wobbling unsteadily uphill into a 

wilderness of vibrant purple heather. We 

pass over an old stone bridge, then drop 

downhill to splash through a stream 

flowing across slippy cobblestones. 

Suddenly that adventure-style suspension 

doesn’t seem such a bad idea…

The road carries on and climbs back up 

through a pair of tight, switchback 

hairpins. It’s the kind of tortuous, twisty 

terrain that doesn’t normally flatter the 

Z1000SX’s infamously wayward low-speed 

steering — but today is an exception. “This 

is definitely one of the best-steering SXs 

I’ve ridden,” says Simon, who happens to 

have ridden quite a lot of them.

“It rolls about a lot better than I 

remember,” agrees Jimmy. The reason is 

simple: this SX is RiDE’s long-term test 

bike, which is no longer on its original 
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Yamaha MT-10 
Tourer Edition
The MT-10, which launched last year, is 

a lively, light, short supernaked built 

around the aluminium frame and 

crossplane-crank engine from the 

latest R1. This Tourer Edition arrived 

early in 2017, boasting a dealer-fitted 

accessory kit including a flyscreen, 

handguards, comfort seat, semi-hard 

panniers (with mounting racks and 

waterproof liner bags), and a sat-nav 

bracket. Individually these parts would 

total more than £1000, but the Tourer 

Edition is just £850 more than the 

regular MT-10. An up-only quickshifter 

and cruise control are standard too.

SPEC Price £11,989 Engine 998cc 16v dohc inline four, l/c Power 158bhp @ 

11,500rpm Torque 82lb·ft @ 9000rpm Transmission 6-speed, chain Chassis

aluminium twin-spar Front suspension 43mm forks, 120mm travel, adjustable 

preload, rebound and compression Rear suspension monoshock, 120mm travel, 

adjustable preload, rebound and compression Front brakes 320mm discs, 

four-piston calipers Rear brake 220mm disc, single-piston caliper Front tyre

120/70 ZR17 Rear tyre 190/55 ZR17 Wheelbase 1400mm Rake/trail 24°/102mm 

Seat height 825mm Kerb weight 215kg (est) Fuel capacity 17 litres

PCP FINANCE Price £11,989 Deposit £2548.81 Monthly repayments

36 x £139.00 Optional final payment £6556.00 APR 8.9% Total payable

£14,108.81 Annual mileage 5000

“Our curiosity takes 
us a few more miles”

 The MT-10’s lively engine 

means accidental hooligan 

behaviour is a possibility

 Modern-looking LCD 

display on the MT-10 is clear 

and easy to read at speed

Yamaha’s panniers are 

the smallest here – no 

way that zip will do up
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tyres. Replacing the Bridgestone S20 

rubber it left the factory on with anything 

else (we’ve chosen Avons) makes a big 

improvement, killing off the strange 

tipping-in belligerence that blights the bike 

in showroom trim. What it leaves behind is 

the Z1000SX’s true handling. It doesn’t 

magically dance about like a grand prix 

machine – it’s still slightly heavy-steering 

(the SX actually weighs more than the XR) 

and there’s a strong sense that it carries 

more weight through its back wheel than 

the front. But it’s no longer an arm-

wrestling match with the handlebars 

tipping into walking-pace turns.

Our curiosity takes us on for a few more 

miles, before heading back towards 

Thwaite and picking up the legendary 

Buttertubs Pass to our overnight stop in 

Hawes. With steep climbs, sharp crests, 

sudden direction changes, dizzying drops 

and dramatic views out across the myriad 

mounds of the Dales, this is one wild road.

But not nearly as wild as the MT-10. With 

its stumpy wheelbase and instant motor, 

the Yamaha’s hooligan spirit shines 

through. “It feels like it has helium in the 

front tyre!” exclaims Jimmy. “It’s so prone 

to putting its front wheel in the air, but I 

don’t think it’s lairy — it’s playful, like a 

bouncy puppy.”

“I’ve never ridden a bike with as much 

propensity to wheelie as that,” agrees 

Can’t beat a nice 

water-splash  

Short wheelbase and 

lively engine mean the 

MT-10 can be a handful  

 As ever, care needed 

on wet cobblestones  
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Route 59 Café

The Yorkshire Dales National Park covers 841 

square miles, with amazing riding to be found 

throughout. The way we went – an anti-

clockwise loop away from and back to the A1 –  

is not intended to be the definitive greatest single 

route within it. Instead it’s a mix of roads we 

chose to test our sports tourers in a variety of 

scenarios – from bumpy to smooth, from wide to 

narrow, and from desolate to busy. It starts off 

from Bedale, heading across to Reeth and then 

Thwaite on a run of pretty, easy-going and 

generally quiet backroads. We took a scenic 

diversion on the road from Feetham to 

Langthwaite (turn right at the Punch Bowl Inn) 

– recommended so long as you’re happy on tight, 

single-track carriageways. The road from 

Thwaite to Hawes – the Buttertubs Pass – is  

a belter but can be quite touristy. Things get 

quieter as you leave Hawes, skirting the 

Ribblehead Viaduct to head for Skipton, before 

traffic builds up again on the eastbound A-roads. 

Biker-friendly eateries include the Pennygarth 

Café in Hawes and the Route 59 Café a few  

miles outside Skipton on the A59.

Start: Bedale Finish: Harrogate  Time: 3 hours Distance: 92 miles

OUR ROUTE

“A wilderness of 
vibrant purple heather”

w
w
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GET THE 
ROUTE
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Simon, though he’s not so enthusiastic 

about the MT’s hyperactive behaviour. “For 

me, it’s almost too eager to leap about, on 

the verge of being wayward. It forces you to 

read a road in three dimensions — up and 

down, as well as what direction it’s going 

— especially over some of those crests.”

HAWES TO HARROGATE 
58 miles
After filling up in Hawes (this time the 

Yamaha’s fuel light pinging on before its 

trip has reached 100 miles), the next 

morning we head south-west on the 

B6255. It’s a smoother, calmer, more 

flowing road than yesterday’s frantic 

Buttertubs action, though by any normal 

measure still an incredible place to ride: 

quiet, fast, free and challenging enough to 

keep you on your toes. The sense of empty 

space and sprawling views in all directions 

means, at times, it even gives the slightest 

subtle sense of flying — though one that’s 

quickly put in perspective when we find 

ourselves being buzzed by an RAF Tucano.

It’s a great chance to get to compare the 

bikes’ engines. The BMW’s 999cc straight 

four is instantly impressive, not just 

because it’s outrageously fast — the most 

powerful and the most torquey of the three 

bikes — but because it’s also faultlessly 

flexible and controllable with it. “The 

fuelling is amazing,” confirms Jimmy. Even 

set to Dynamic (the most aggressive of the 

XR’s various riding modes) it’s impossible 

to get it to hiccup from a shut throttle. The 

two-way quickshifter is equally slick, 

seamlessly swapping gears without 

needing you to touch the clutch.

There’s a slight coarseness to the 

combustion — not the same thing as the 

motorway tingles, which you barely notice 

out here when the motor’s moving up and 

down through the rev range — but the 

power delivery is perfectly, permanently 

obedient. “The BMW’s motor isn’t as 

interesting or charismatic as the Yamaha, 

but it’s more controllable,” says Simon.

 Close your eyes and you 

might think you’re on a GS. 

But your ears know better

 Dedicated sat nav is a 

BMW option and can be 

controlled from the bars

BMW’s boxes claim a 

31-litre capacity but only 

just take a full-face lid

“It’s a great chance 
to get to compare  
the bikes’ engines”
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Whoever is having the 

beans goes at the back... 

“I say, I say, I 

say... My dog 

has no nose...”

Single-track blacktop 

winding through the 

hills... perfect

“The Kawasaki has a flexible engine 

too,” adds James. “You can just stick it in 

sixth gear and ride the midrange.” The 

Z1000 has the only motor here that isn’t 

descended from a superbike but instead, 

has been developed purely for its purpose 

as a roadster – with the smallest pistons, 

the longest stroke and the biggest capacity 

of the three bikes here, its peak figures 

need the fewest revs. It offers up a huge 

amount of easy, effortless, linear drive, but 

does so without a scorching, aggressive, 

explosive character. Tellingly, none of us 

feel the need to try its Low Power mode.

“The Z1000 has a sort of carby feel, like 

it’s saying, ‘I’m going to add speed in my 

own time,’” explains Simon. “And in some 

ways, I prefer that to the MT-10, especially 

on bumpy backroads. I feel like I can move 

the throttle a fraction and it’s not suddenly 

going to leap about everywhere.”

Ah yes, the MT-10. Its engine response is 

rabid — it’s like there’s no flywheel weight 

to temper things, so the slightest tweak of 

the throttle instantly sends the motor off 

through the revs. Shutting the twistgrip 

similarly results in sudden, sharp engine 

braking and so frequently transitioning 

between a closed and slightly open throttle 

feels… well, how would you describe it, Si?

“When I started riding the MT-10 on 

backroads, or in traffic, I couldn’t think of a 

suitable curse,” he scowls, shaking his 

head. “I just wanted to get off and throw it 

in a ditch. I literally couldn’t control it.”
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BMW S1000XR 
Sport SE
Launched in 2015, the S1000XR fuses the 

riding position and height of the R1200GS  

with the raw speed and sporty poise of the 

S1000R supernaked. For 2017 it’s been 

updated with a whisker more power (claimed 

output up from 158bhp to 162bhp), despite 

having a cleaner Euro4-compliant exhaust. 

More usefully, its payload (the total amount 

the bike can carry) has been increased by 

10kg to 216kg. Price starts at £12,650 but 

we’re testing the Sport SE model (£15,010), 

which comes with everything except panniers 

(£510.20) and blue paint (£90).

SPEC Price £15,010 Engine 999cc 16v dohc inline four, l/c Power 162bhp @ 11,000rpm 

Torque 84lb·ft @ 9250rpm Transmission 6-speed, chain Chassis aluminium twin-spar 

Front suspension 46mm forks, 150mm travel, semi-active damping Rear suspension

monoshock, 140mm travel, electronically adjustable preload, semi-active damping Front 

brakes 320mm discs, four-piston calipers Rear brake 265mm disc, two-piston caliper 

Front tyre 120/70 ZR17 Rear tyre 190/55 ZR17 Wheelbase 1548mm Rake/trail

25.5°/117mm Seat height 840mm Kerb weight 228kg (est) Fuel capacity 20 litres

PCP FINANCE Price £15,010 Deposit £2500.00 Monthly repayments 36 x 

£201.84 Optional final payment £8306.43 APR 9.9% Total payable £18,072.67  

Annual mileage 5000

“Getting back on the throttle does feel a 

little crude,” reasons Jimmy. “It’s a flaw, but 

it doesn’t annoy me. The Standard engine 

mode is the smoothest, which helps at low 

speed or when you’re in low gears.”

Turning left at the remarkable 

Ribblehead Viaduct on to the B6479, we 

skirt through Settle and pick up the busier, 

calmer A65 and A59 back to the motorway. 

Picking taller gears (a good excuse to use 

the standard quickshifter) does help tame 

the Yamaha’s excess enthusiasm, letting us 

appreciate the engine’s other traits — like 

its gorgeous, growling, gargling offbeat 

exhaust note, courtesy of its crossplane-

crank’s firing interval.
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HARROGATE TO PETERBOROUGH 
128 miles
The final run back down the A1 gives a couple of hours to contemplate 

how the three bikes compare – and which flavour of sports tourer is 

best for tackling the many, varied demands of the Dales. The Yamaha 

MT-10 Tourer Edition seems like a fine place to start, given it will be the 

most divisive. Some riders will discount it as a true sports tourer for its 

lack of deep all-round practicality. The pillion provision is cramped, the 

‘semi-rigid’ panniers are the smallest and only non-lockable luggage 

here, and the tank range and fuel economy mean that covering distance 

requires more frequent (and expensive) stops. The snatchy throttle 

would irritate in daily use too. A Tracer 1000 this is not, though for 

riders who simply want a way to stretch a supernaked’s solo silliness 

out for a few more miles each day, the accessories are effective. The 

flyscreen in particular deserves huge praise for making a real, tangible 

improvement to rider comfort, as does the plusher seat. 

BMW’s S1000XR sits at the opposite end of the sports tourer spectrum. 

It’s the most multi-talented with the best passenger space, the highest 

carrying capacity and the longest range. It’s also the only one of the three 

that comes with a centrestand and the only one with a full three-piece suite 

of hard luggage. If you’re serious about doing distance, this is the best 

choice. The only catch is those steady-speed engine vibrations – we heartily 

encourage a test ride before buying, to discover how much of a problem you 

find them. Beyond the motorway, the XR is also a brilliant backroad blaster, 

with superb handling, the strongest brakes here, the best ride quality (from 

its semi-active suspension) and bucket-loads of willing, well-behaved power. 

All of this does come at a price, however – add the panniers, to compare like 

with like, and it’s almost five grand more than the Z1000SX Tourer.

The Kawasaki is not objectively the best bike here but it does offer the 

best value. Monthly PCP payments are half that of the BMW and while it falls 

short of the XR’s fancy tricks – the SX’s suspension is more basic, its engine 

and brakes aren’t as potent, its wind protection worse and useful touches 

like cruise control or a centrestand aren’t on the menu – it is a fundamentally 

sound all-rounder. Once you get it off the standard tyres.

Back at RiDE Towers, a show of hands reveals all three of us would want 

to buy the S1000XR. Not because it’s a BMW, not because it has the most 

widgets and not because it’s the closest to an adventure bike, but simply 

because it’s the most comprehensively capable pure road sports tourer. 

At the end of the day...

“A show of hands reveals all three of 
us would want to buy the S1000XR”

 Fast and flowing, tight 

and twisty or motorway 

— sports tourers do it all

Want flexibility on a 

smaller budget? Turn over 
for great used sports tourers.
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PRICE RANGE: £2000-£4000

Sports tourers are as happy doing major miles as they are sporty 

Sunday blasts. Here are some you might want to consider 

According to some, the Honda VFR800i

produced between 1998 and 2001 was the 

ultimate version of one of the greatest bikes of 

all time. And now you can have one for as little 

as £1600. The VFR, in all its forms, has always 

been a brilliant all-rounder, capable of setting a 

decent pace on trackdays and offering the kind 

of comfortable riding position and ergonomics to 

get you to the Alps and back without crippling 

your wrists or back. The peachy V-four motor is 

a joy but beware of rectifier issues that can 

cause batteries to boil. The easiest fix is to buy 

an unofficial replacement rectifier. 

Another contender for best all-round bike is 

Yamaha’s FZS1000 Fazer that was 

produced between 2000 and 2005. Despite 

having a hugely powerful R1 engine, this is a 

civilised bike that you can commute on, thrash 

hard on trackdays or even tour on — but you’ll 

want to fit a taller screen if you’re touring. Build 

quality is good but corrosion can be an issue 

so look any model over closely. Expect to pay 

between £2400 and £3500.

 If you’re on a budget but still want a great 

all-round bike then Triumph’s Sprint ST

is a good option. Ranging in price from £1600 

to £2700, the bikes were produced from 

1998-2004 and the three-cylinder motor 

makes a nice change in the four-pot market. 

The pre-2002 versions were a lower state of 

tune (108bhp as opposed to 118bhp) so if you 

want more grunt, go for a later one. 

Though it looks a bit bland, the 2006-2009  

Honda CBF1000 is a lot of motorbike for not 

a lot of cash (between £2400 and £5000). It 

houses a detuned 2006 Fireblade engine with 

97bhp, handles beautifully and is comfortable 

too. The CBF is a bit of a forgotten gem but that’s 

great news for buyers because it means you can 

pick one up for a song.

 likes:
2000 Honda VFR800i. Celebrating Honda’s 50th 

anniversary, this special VFR has heated grips, 

single-seat cowl, double-bubble screen and 

centrestand. 43,000 miles. £2995. Dealer ad on 

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

Sporty Tourers 

The Honda CBF1000 is a 

lot of bike for your money 

and a forgotten gem
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While Triumph’s Sprint ST (it stands 

for Sport Touring) was already 

capable of eating big miles, the 

Sprint GT 1050 (stands for Grand 

Touring) takes things to an all-new 

level. With a lockable, detachable and 

waterproof hard luggage system as 

standard, improved pillion seat and 

built-in grab rails, the GT is about as 

comfy as sports tourers get. It’s good 

for 200 miles between fill-ups, it’s 

reliable and has plenty of poke, even 

when fully loaded with 117 litres of 

luggage (there’s a rack for a top box). 

The GT was first launched in 2010 so 

you can pick up an early model for 

around £4300 while newer ones will 

set you back anything up to £8000.

Another great option from Triumph 

is the Tiger 1050 Sport. Although 

its predecessor, the Triumph Tiger 

1050, was more of an adventure bike, 

the restyled Sport is more of an all- 

round sports tourer. But be warned 

– you’ll need to pay extra for all the 

bolt-on touring goodies (panniers, 

heated grips, taller screen etc) if  

you plan on doing big trips. Brilliant 

123bhp three-cylinder motor, 

adjustable Showa suspension and 

ABS as standard. 

If you prefer your engines in an 

inline-four formation, the original 

Kawasaki Z1000SX, built from 

2010 to 2013, is now available at a 

very reasonable price. You can pick 

one up for as little as £4000 and 

you’ll get a lot of metal for your 

money. The SX kicks out 138bhp, 

which is plenty to have fun on, but it’s 

also capable for everyday commuting 

use and for touring trips abroad if 

you fit a taller screen and luggage. 

Another great-value inline-four 

option is the often-overlooked 

Suzuki GSX1250FA. Same 

super-smooth, effortlessly 

torquey 1255cc motor as the 

water-cooled Bandit, with a 

sharp-looking full fairing, 

centrestand and adjustable 

seat. For £4000 you should get 

one with less than 20,000 

miles, and maybe even a full 

set of three-piece hard 

luggage too; our upper £6000 

limit will buy one that’s barely 

been used at all.

Some sports tourers are more radical 

than others, so if you’re in the market 

for something a bit different then you 

might want to try the KTM 990 

SMT. It combines the wild fun of a 

supermoto with practical touches 

that make it akin to an adventure bike 

— and therefore capable of big miles. 

The 999cc V-twin engine may only 

make 115bhp but you wouldn’t know it 

from the way the SMT rides. It’s an 

absolute hoot if you ride aggressively 

but can soon be calmed down with a 

gentle touch and is well-behaved 

when you want it to be. KTM’s 

V-twins are known to have a thirst 

for oil so keep an eye on the levels. 

About as far from the 990 SMT as 

it’s possible to be, the Honda 

VFR1200 is nevertheless 

another supremely good sports 

touring bike. It wasn’t to 

everyone’s taste when it was 

launched in 2010 — perhaps too 

much of a departure from the 

previous VFR range — but that 

means secondhand prices are not 

sky high and you can pick up a 

good (and updated) 2012 example 

for as little as £6000 — less than half 

the asking price of a new model. For 

that you get a fast V-four engine, 

ABS, traction control, supreme build 

quality and of course, near-

bulletproof reliability. 

While the earlier version of the 

Kawasaki Versys 1000 wasn’t 

quite sure what it wanted to be, the 

2015 model was a more focused 

sports tourer and a very capable one 

at that. It’s tall and roomy, has a 

three-stage traction control system, 

slipper clutch, ABS and an adjustable 

screen. The build and finish are 

superb and reliability is top notch  

too. You can pick up a two-year-old 

example for £7200. 

You can pick up an early BMW 

K1300S for less than £6000, but 

it’s worth spending a bit more for a 

good one with decent extras. It’s a 

super-sophisticated 175bhp sports 

tourer with electronically-adjustable 

suspension and traction control. The 

1293cc four-cylinder engine was 

hailed as one of the best big engines 

in any motorcycle at the time and it’s 

still enormously impressive now. 

 likes
2012 Kawasaki Z1000SX. 

One owner from new, 

50,000 miles on the clock, 

comes with immobiliser. 

£3995. Dealer ad on 

www.mcnbikesforsale.

com

 likes:
2012 KTM 990 SMT with 

only 14,238 miles on the 

clock. £6999. Dealer ad on 

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

PRICE RANGE: £4000-£6000

PRICE RANGE: OVER £6000

 The Triumph Sprint GT 

is a capable mile-eater 

and well equipped

Quirky styling and a huge 

spec make the Honda 

VFR1200 a good bet  
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 SUBSCRIPTION OFFER

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE OR BY PHONE
OVERSEAS READERS CALL +44 1858 438828
Lines open 8am-9.30pm (Mon-Fri), 8am-4pm (Sat). Quote ref: JDAA01858 438884

Choose from three options...
OFFER ONE

Print Only
    12 issues by annual 

direct debit of £45

    12 issues for £49

when you pay by 

credit card / debit 

card / PayPal 

OFFER TWO

Digital Only
    12 issues by annual 

direct debit of £29

    12 issues for £29

when you pay by 

credit card / debit 

card / PayPal 

OFFER THREE  BEST OFFER

Print & Digital 
    12 issues by annual 

direct debit of £50

    12 issues for £54

when you pay by credit 

card / debit card / 

PayPal 

worth £49.99

Oxford Essential 
Commuter Hotgrips

Subscribe to and get a set of

Eliminate the cold and turn up the heat with the 

Oxford Hotgrips Commuters. These are universal 

fit, are ideal for bike riders who commute to work in 

all weathers and have been designed specifically 

for motorcycles which have smaller batteries and 

less-powerful charging systems. There is a High 

setting that will provide warmth and comfort in the 

harshest winter conditions and on the Low setting, 

it will provide comfort on those wet summer days. 

Get your Oxford Hotgrips Commuter heated grips 

before the weather gets cold!
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Start/finish Carmarthen  Distance 215 miles Riding time 6 hours

OUR ROUTE
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GET THE 
ROUTE

STAGE ONE
Carmarthen to Llandovery
50 miles
From the Pensarn A40/A48 roundabout 

(by Aldi), take the A484 towards Llanelli. 

After two miles turn left on the B4309 to 

Pontyates. In Pontyates, turn left on the 

B4317 to Pont-Henri. In Pontyberem turn 

right on the B4306 to Llannon. When it 

meets the A476, turn left to Llandeilo (a 

really tight junction). Turn left in Ffaifach 

on the A483, crossing Llandeilo town. Go 

straight over the roundabout on the A40 

towards Llandovery, then take the first 

left for the B4302 to Talley. When this 

road meets the A482, turn right to 

Llandovery. In Llanwrda, turn left on  

the A40, go over the railway, past  

the garage, and into the town centre.

Morning coffee: West End Café

This biking institution is on the corner of 

V
ISITORS FROM ENGLAND, upon 

reaching the Brecon Beacons, may 

be inclined to think they’ve found 

the greatest roads south Wales has 

to offer. But carry on further west 

along the A40 and new ranges of hills rise 

up, rich in riding to reward the traveller. Go 

further and you’ll even see the sea.

Carmarthen claims to be the oldest town 

in Wales and for those who prefer legend, 

is also supposed to be Merlin’s birthplace. 

More usefully for motorcyclists, it has 

plenty of places to stay and good facilities. 

Our full day’s route sweeps inland, 

through the foothills of the Brecon Beacons 

and up through Elan Valley to Devil’s 

Bridge. It swoops briefly out to the coast 

then crosses the Cambrian mountains 

before heading back to the fishing village 

of New Quay on Cardigan Bay, with the 

final run back to Carmarthen taking in 

some of the twistiest roads of the day.

the A40. If the parking is full, there’s a 

car park opposite. Treat yourself to a 

home-made cake before moving on. 

www.westendcafe.co.uk

STAGE TWO
Llandovery to Devil’s Bridge
50 miles
From the West End Café, head back on 

the A40 towards the railway crossing 

but turn right just before the garage on 

the A483 to Builth Wells. In Beulah, turn 

left on the B4358 to Newbridge on Wye, 

where you turn left on the A470 to  

Rhayader. Turn left by the clocktower in 

One-day ride

West Wales is wild, beautiful and absolutely 

packed with amazing riding

CARMARTHEN

Suggested stops
Morning coffee: 

Llandovery  

Lunch: 

Devil’s Bridge   

Afternoon coffee:  

New Quay



Tyres for trips 
It’s easy to take tyres for granted but they 

can make or break a ride – especially if 

they haven’t actually been 

maintained. Taking the time  

to keep pressures right will  

stop the tyres wearing out 

prematurely and ensure they 

give you a great ride, every 

ride. It’s also important to 

check that tyres are free  

from damage and have plenty 

of tread depth left.

When you’re riding on mixed 

roads like the ones on this route, 

especially on an adventure bike, you need 

a tyre that can cope with the 

changing conditions. The 

Avon TrailRider – developed 

with input from RiDE readers 

– is a road-biased dual-sport 

tyre with a hi-tech carcass 

and super-rich silica 

compound for great grip  

in all conditions. 

For more information, see 

www.avon-tyres.co.uk

Avon TrailRider: RiDE 

readers helped make it

STAY
Boar’s Head Hotel

Comfy old coaching inn in 

the heart of the town, with 

parking for bikes in its 

courtyard. Good grub too, 

if you aren’t too fussed 

about going out to explore 

Carmarthen itself.

www.boarsheadhotel.net

SEE
Llanerchaeron

Time-capsule Georgian 

self-sufficient estate just 

outside Aberaeron, 

complete with walled 

gardens, a working farm 

and a beautiful lake. 

Admission is £7.45/£8.20 

for adult with kids at 

£3.75/£4.20 

www.nationaltrust.org.uk

SEE
Dolaucothi gold 

mines

Another National Trust site 

– but very different in its 

nature. Hire a hard hat and 

go for a tour of these 

historic underground gold 

mines, just a few miles 

from Llandovery. 

Discovered by the Romans 

2000 years ago, mining 

continued here until 1938. 

Don’t turn up on spec 

though – check the 

website and plan your  

visit in advance. 

www.nationaltrust.org.uk

Rhayader on the B4518 to Elan 

Valley, then after half a mile turn 

right on the mountain road to 

Aberystwyth. (You can extend the 

ride by following the road around 

the reservoirs and turning left 

when it meets the mountain road 

again, to rejoin the main route.) At 

the A4120, turn left.

Lunch: Two Hoots Tea Room

You could grab a bite right by the 

falls (for a posh lunch, book into 

the The Hafod – www.thehafod.

co.uk) but we’d go a little further  

to the Devil’s Bridge station and 

the Two Hoots Tea Room.

STAGE THREE
Devil’s Bridge to New 
Quay
60 miles
Continue along the A4120 to 

Aberystwyth. When it meets the 

A487, turn left towards Cardigan. 

After a mile and a half, in Llanfarian, 

turn left on the A485 to Tregaron. 

Stay on the A485 all the way to 

Lampeter. When the road meets the 

A482, turn right to Aberaeron. Turn 

right at the mini-roundabout to go 

into the town centre, then turn left 

on the A487 to Cardigan (there’s a 

handy garage opposite this junction). 

Stay on this road for five miles then 

in Llanarth, turn right on the B4342 

to New Quay. When you get there, 

follow the signs for the beach 

(traeth) parking area.

Afternoon tea: The Blue Bell

You could just grab an ice cream and 

sit on the beach but for something 

more civilised, try the Blue Bell. It’s 

right on the front, overlooking the 

harbour, with an upmarket bistro 

upstairs and a more informal café 

and deli downstairs. 

www.thebluebelldelibistro.com

STAGE FOUR
New Quay to Carmarthen
55 miles
From Newquay take the A486 to 

Llandysul. When it meets the A487, 

turn right to Cardigan. At the 

roundabout on the Cardigan bypass, 

turn left on the A484 to Carmarthen. 

Stay on the road through Newcastle 

Emlyn – and keep your eyes peeled 

after three miles: you want the 

easily missed left-hand turn by a 

small white house for the B4335  

to Llandysul. When this meets the 

A486, turn left (still to Llandysul).  

Go straight over the Rhyd-y-Galfe 

roundabout on the B4336 to 

Llandysul. Stay on this road until it 

meets the A485 and turn right to 

return to Cardigan. 

 Stunning roads  

and views make a 

Carmarthen-based 

ride a great day out

Avon Spirit ST is the latest ultra 

high performance tyre for 

hypersport touring bike riders.

The highly loaded silica 

compound combined with state-

of-the-art polymer technology 

provide excellent wet and dry 

traction and handling.

Avon’s latest technology 

construction design including 

3D siping gives the Spirit ST high 

performance handling and 

stability characteristics.

For further information on  

the Avon Tyres range, visit 

www.avonmotorcycle.com

HYPERSPORT TOURING TYRE

SUPER RICH 
SILICA-COMPOUND

MICRO 3D SIPES

MANUFACTURED IN THE UK

REACTIVE FOOTPRINT

FORCE FOLLOWING GROOVES
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 Good touring kit  

for you and your bike

www.ventura-bike.co.uk

 Touring’s not just for touring bikes, but finding 

luggage to suit smaller machines isn’t always easy. 

Ventura makes adaptable rack and pack systems 

for all sorts of bikes, but the company has just 

added specific brackets to fit the latest racks to 

three A2-licence-friendly models — BMW’s G310R, 

KTM’s 390 Duke and the Kawasaki Versys-X 300. 

The rack simply bolts on and you slip your choice 

of Ventura tailpack over the upright, so you 

still keep the bike’s slim dimensions and 

ability to zip through traffic. 

The clever bit is that the rack 

base can slide forward and the 

bag can go on forwards or 

backwards, so if you’re riding 

solo, you can have the weight 

over the pillion seat and if you’re 

carrying a pillion, it can slide 

back to make room. Price is for 

the Evo-Rack and bike-specific 

L-brackets only — suitable 

tailpacks are priced from £73.99. 

Ventura Evo-Rack luggage 
for smaller bikes £187.98

EIGO Wet Luggage from £39.99

www.bikeit.co.uk 

 It’s always handy to have some extra carrying capacity  

that you can just sling over a shoulder or bungee on the back. 

Ideally it’s not too pricey and better still, it’s waterproof. This 

new kit from EIGO looks to score on both counts.

There are three new bags, all featuring welded seams,  

lots of reflective and bright fluoro panels and waterproof 

material. The 30-litre rucksack retails at £59.99 and has a 

storm flap over the main zip for extra protection. The 20-litre 

messenger bag (£39.99) has a roll-shut closure and can be 

used over the shoulder or strapped to cases or the pillion 

seat. The duffel bag has a roll-shut closure and comes in two 

sizes — 30-litre for £44.99 or 60-litre for £69.99. 

Bike It luggage points 
from £5.50

www.bikeit.co.uk 

 Many bikes lack convenient points for 

bungees and tie-downs, so these are handy 

possibilities. The aluminium pegs (£9.99 a pair) 

are luggage anchors, which simply screw in 

place of the bolts holding the tailpiece on, for 

many bikes. The black ones (£5.50 a pair) are 

foldaway tie-down points, which can be bolted 

to any convenient place on or near the tail unit.

 Bolt-on 

options for 

fixing luggage

Big luggage for 

small bikes

  GEAR

Lots of styles 

and sizes, all 

waterproof



AirMan Tour mini compressor £25

www.nippynormans.com 

 A compact compressor’s a handy thing to keep under your seat, along with 

your tyre-plugging kit. This one’s just 12x6x14cm, lives in a handy storage bag, 

comes with a choice of cigarette lighter, SAE plug or crocodile clips and claims 

to completely inflate an average bike tyre in just a couple of minutes. For bikes 

with CAN-bus electrical systems though (BMWs from 2005, for example) you 

have to go straight to the battery. If you don’t need the accessories, there’s a 

basic version with DIN/cigarette connection only for £19.

RAM Stem-Mount HD £39.99

www.tranam.co.uk 

 If you think you recognise this ‘new’ take on the RAM mount system, you’re 

right — it’s been around for a while under a different name. This clever mount 

inserts into the steering stem of the bike and is fixed with an internal expanding 

bolt. Then your RAM mount holds your phone, sat nav or camera. Nicely 

finished in aluminium with stainless steel fittings, it’s easy to swap from bike to 

bike. It comes in three sizes — 13mm, 15-16mm and 19mm — for various models. 

Wunderlich 
crash bars for 
R1200 range
from £199

www.nippynormans.com 

 Hands up who’s 

dropped their R1200? 

Hmmm, quite a few of 

you. You probably didn’t 

do major damage but 

scratches are annoying 

and cracked plastics are 

expensive. Drop it heavily 

though, and rocker covers and other vital parts can get broken. These 

protection bars should help – made from steel and available in blue, black or 

stainless finishes, the lower bars retail at £199 and fit all R1200GSs from 

2013, and the R1200R and RS from 2015. The upper bars cost £219 and only 

fit 2017-on R1200GSs. They’d also make a handy place to mount spotlamps.

Steering-stem RAM 

mount for phones, 

camera or sat nav   

H E L M E T S

Very well thought out  
design... absolute bargain 

Customer review, May 12, 2017

PINLOCK IN THE BOX

AIRFLOW ENHANCING TOP VENT

REMOVABLE SOFT FEEL LINER

DROP DOWN SUN VISOR

MULTI DENSITY EPS LINER

SINGLE-HAND FLIP-UP OPERATION

A L L  F R O M  J U S T  £ 8 9 . 9 9 ...

T H A T ’ S  T H E  D E X T E R  E F F E C T

D E X T E R  S P E C T R O N

Available at www.sportsbikeshop.co.uk



GORE-TEX PRO 3-LAYER STRETCH LAMINATE OUTFIT 

EVERYTHING A CUTTING-EDGE TEXTILE 

SUIT IS ABLE TO OFFER TODAY
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High performance motorcycling outfits and accessories

TranAm
W O R L D  C L A S S  B R A N D S

info@tranam.co.uk

tranam.co.uk

Detachable down inner jacket and trousers 

for various weather conditions.

CE APPROVED chest protector fi tted as standard.

6
YEAR

WARRANTY

OFFICIAL UK DEALERS ONLY
REGISTER PRODUCT ONLINE TO QUALIFY
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Ask the lawyer
Andrew Dalton, ex-dispatch rider, now a solicitor-advocate and 

barrister with 20 years’ experience with bikers, gives the inside track 

on what the biker needs to know to stay on the right side of the law.

Standing on the pegs 

on the road is not, in 

itself, a reason to be 

pulled over if you are 

otherwise riding 

appropriately

Q
I HAVE A Triumph Tiger 1200 Explorer XCa. 

A couple of weeks ago I was riding in 

typical British summer weather of sun and 

showers. I was wearing a full textile jacket 

and I decided to stand on the pegs to get a bit of 

air flow through the suit to cool down. I noticed a 

police car in the line of cars behind me but paid it 

no mind, as I was riding appropriately. 

Turning into a section of main road and dual 

carriageway, I was seated again and cruising well 

within the speed limit in lane one. The police car 

pulled up alongside and signalled me to pull over.  

The officer then asked the usual questions and 

said he had noted I was standing on the pegs and 

this was dangerous, as the bike was not under 

full control. I tried explaining that it was under 

control, as he had witnessed me steering, altering 

speed and changing gear, all safely and the bike 

was designed for it. Unfortunately, he was having 

none of it and insisted it was unsafe to ride 

standing. I felt discretion was the best course  

so apologised and promised not to do it again.

However, it got me thinking; what is the position 

legally about standing on the pegs? I have had a 

quick flick through my Highway Code and the IAM 

books but they do not cover the topic directly. 

A
AS A PRELIMINARY point, you did nothing 

wrong but more importantly, you played 

the police officer absolutely correctly.  I 

would not have been quick to promise that 

I would not stand on the pegs again but other 

than that, despite him being wrong, you played it 

right. You could have challenged him to write you 

up, argued it in front of the magistrates, taken the 

risk of having a bench of magistrates that simply 

believe what the police officer told them — but it 

would have been a costly way to prove a point, 

because going to law can be more expensive than 

wrongly ingested humble pie.

However, the fact remains that the police 

officer was wrong. You had full use of all the 

controls on your machine. Your balance was 

wholly unaffected. The police officer used the 

word ‘dangerous’. In order to make dangerous 

driving, your riding would have to fall far below 

the standards of a reasonably prudent and 

competent driver/rider. The only possibilities 

were potentially driving without due care or 

superficially, Section 41(d) of the 1988 Road 

Traffic Act, which is a piece of legislation 

designed to prosecute people who sit so low that 

Don’t stand for it

they cannot see the road ahead. While you were 

unable to use your mirrors when stood up on the 

pegs, the law is clear that you may not interfere 

with your forward vision, but not your rear vision. 

I defended a due-care case on exactly the same 

facts many years ago. The rider was on a BMW 

R1150GS and he stood up on the pegs, for no 

particular reason. This annoyed a police officer  

in an unmarked car who lit him up and pulled him 

over. The motorcyclist stood his ground and 

invited the police officer to write him up because 

he simply would not accept the ‘words of advice’ 

from the police officer. The police officer, who 

had no expertise in motorcycles, had a horrible 

time under cross-examination. I read evidence 

from an international-standard enduro rider on 

the safety of standing up. The magistrates 

scolded the officer for wasting everyone’s time 

and awarded my client his entire defence costs. 

However, that was back in the days when the 

magistrates could award the full costs of a 

defence and if you defended an action 

successfully, you would not end up out of pocket. 

This has now changed. The magistrates are only 

entitled to award you what your costs under legal 

aid would have been, but it would not be available 

for a minor road traffic offence. At best, you 

would get back two-thirds of your legal fees (in 

the event of an almost-certain acquittal). So while 

the police officer was wrong, proving yourself 

right would have been very expensive. 



B
EFORE DISCOVERING 

MOTORCYCLING, my life was 

spent in the mountains, summers 

and winters hanging from vertical 

ice or suspended above the rock 

void on a 10mm thread of nylon. So I was a 

latecomer to bikes and naturally it was in 

the mountains that I started, trail riding in 

the French Alps on an old Gas Gas 300 

trials bike, no licence required. But the 

draw of crossing the next range, and the 

one behind that, grew stronger and 

following a fraught conversation with a 

Gendarme, who threatened to take my 

bike from me, I decided to get a full licence. 

Now, ten years and six bikes later, you 

could say I am hooked. Part of the 

attraction for me is the ability to go deeper 

into the rough countryside; but finding the 

right steed has been, at times, an expensive 

and steady evolution. A big touring bike 

may be great for mile-munching but I am 

drawn to tougher, higher tracks and trails. 

After a spell with a BMW F800GS, I felt I 

wanted something more like my downhill 

mountain bike but with an engine.

It truly was a dilemma: typical enduro 

machines need oil changes every few 

hours, are rubbish on-road and have 

limited fuel ranges; but a bigger machine 

would limit what I could do, due to my 

lack of real riding skill, budget and their 

weight. I knew if I dropped a fully laden 

conventional adventure bike on a solo trip, 

I’d either spend a huge amount of energy 

trying to right the thing or have to wait for 

a passing goat herder to help out.

I decided the bike would have to cost less 

“Nobody makes a 
machine like that”

Light. Fantastic
Do you really need a big adventure bike? 

Duncan McCallum transformed a KTM 690 

Enduro R into the ultimate off-road tourer

Words and pictures Duncan McCallum

Duncan has built the 

KTM to his own 

specification and it 

works perfectly
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than £9000 new, weigh less 

than 165kg (200kg with gear), 

do 250 miles on one tank, be 

usable in the pitch dark, be OK on 

the road up to 70mph and great off-road. 

But nobody makes a machine like that. 

Still, trying a KTM 690 Enduro R at Patsy 

Quick’s training base in East Sussex 

convinced me it was the right bike to  

serve as the basis for my own lightweight 

enduro-tourer. I started looking for a 

post-2014 machine (more power, smoother 

power band, fly-by-wire throttle and vastly 

improved fuel efficiency). With a huge array 

of aftermarket hardware available, I could 

tweak it to my heart’s content.

When I finally got my 690 in the garage,  

I also decided to completely overhaul my 

riding gear as well; forget the hype and 

pockets and start from first principles. 

Smart packing of 

lightweight kit keeps 

the luggage volume 

— and weight — low  

 Light and nimble 

enough to traverse 

the roughest and 

tightest trails  

 Lightweight and 

powerful — Duncan 

and the KTM  

 Electronics as 

well as paper-

based mapping. 

Belt and braces for 

off-road riding
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Back in the 90s, I was a serious rock 

climber, peaking at 8b standard. In 

motorcycle speak, that’s not MotoGP but 

more like British Superbike level. With 

climbing, the goal was always to be light; to 

have a great power-to-weight ratio. Ropes, 

tents, clothing and other gear all had to 

weigh as little as possible. So I turned to  

my climbing contacts as I stripped back  

my biking gear. The goal was riding and full 

camping kit that weighed less than 15kg 

and took up less than 50 litres of volume. 

Meanwhile, I rode the unaltered KTM for 

a couple of months to work out what I 

really needed and tried not to rush into 

buying kit that wasn’t necessary. For my 

shakedown test, I had the bike shipped out 

to Chamonix in France, for £230, while I 

flew out to Geneva. Reunited with the bike 

in the ski resort of Les Contamines, the 

plan was to travel from Mont Blanc to the 

Mediterranean coast on the high Alpine 

dirt roads and onto Italian salt roads. 

The KTM weighed-in at 160kg fully 

loaded with camping equipment, tools 

and three days’ food. On a dual-sport 

bike, you tend to stand and do lots of 

footpeg steering, especially in the 

corners, allowing the bigger machines 

to bounce around underneath you. On 

the Enduro the ride was much sportier. 

If I stood up on the loose gravel the bike 

was so light it skipped over the rocks and 

lost traction, while sitting down provided 

much more grip. Sitting forward over the 

engine in the corners — inside foot-out,  

MX style — was a very natural position. 

It was a totally different experience to the 

previous year’s journey on the F800GS 

— much more fun, with much less worry 

about losing control of the machine. Sliding 

the bike around corners, letting the back 

end skip out and bashing on the power to 

straighten it out is not usually something 

you do at the start of a 1000km off-road 

journey on a fully loaded bike, but on the 

KTM it felt natural and a lot more fun.

Tracks I had only just survived the year 

before suddenly became part of a huge 

extended Hare and Hounds track,  

especially when the weather turned bad. 

Dirt-track hairpins became enjoyable 

power-slide exercises, the lighter ,more-

capable machine inspiring confidence. It 

became fun as off-road trails were enjoyed.

As for the lightweight gear — the 1kg tent, 

the Gore-Tex, the Merino wool base layers 

— it worked. I think I could go even lighter 

but then I would be moving into the realms 

of cutting toothbrushes in half.

Further trips in France, Italy, Corsica and 

Sardinia have helped tweak the setup. I am 

pretty happy with the build and the base 

machine, though a 14-tooth front sprocket 

and a Rekluse clutch are on the wish list.

What started as a project to lighten my 

touring machine ended up revolutionising 

my riding and my approach to trips and 

journeys. Exploring those little side tracks 

that would have been out of bounds on a 

big bike, for fear of not being able to turn 

around on a skinny track, disappeared. 

Rougher, steeper, tighter tracks opened up, 

as the adventure became less about the 

bike and more about the roads I could 

explore. If you truly are interested in 

exploring and adventure, go light. 

“If you are interested 
in adventure and 
exploring, go light”

 The lightweight 

KTM allows a much 

more relaxed 

riding style  

 There must be some 

sort of fable reference 

here. Answers on a 

postcard...  

The easy nature of the 

KTM means it’s all about 

the riding, not the bike  
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OUR COLDEST EXPERIENCE? We were 

in the middle of a nine-month tour of 

South America. It was before the World 

Records and GlobeBusters had been 

thought up and before heated vests 

were on our pack list.

We were two-up, heading up to San 

Pedro de Atacama in Chile. We’d read 

about a field of geysers near there 

called El Tatio, at about 4320 metres in 

the Andes. All the locals were telling us 

how wonderful they were but you had to 

be there at first light, when the heat and 

steam of the geysers mixes with the 

chilly/Chile morning air. We knew it was 

high altitude and that it wouldn’t be as 

warm as San Pedro, but we had all our 

camping kit with us, so we thought: why 

on earth not? 

The ride up was a bone-rattling dirt 

road. Two-up, it was an excruciating 

two-and-a-half hours and as we climbed 

higher and the temperature dropped 

lower, it became apparent that our kit 

was woefully inadequate.  

In those days, we rode wearing just 

normal walking trousers with some knee 

pads; we didn’t have thermal layers or 

even an over-jacket. We arrived at the 

geyser fields shivering uncontrollably, 

just as the sun was disappearing behind 

the looming volcanoes. 

The temperature plummeted. We 

started putting on what layers we did 

have with us: jumper, riding jacket, 

woolly hat, extra socks...

We decided a meal would help, so we 

boiled up a bit of pasta but it was still 

unbearably cold. We finally climbed into 

our sleeping bags, fully clothed.

I must have dozed off to start with but 

Who are Globebusters?  Set up in 2004 by double Guinness World Record holders 

Kevin and Julia Sanders, www.globebusters.com Motorcycle Expeditions & Tours 

takes riders on amazing journeys to unusual destinations.

Improvise like a pro  

Caught out in the cold without proper kit? The petrol 

station is full off stuff to help get you home 

Newspapers, foil 

emergency blankets or 

plastic bags can be 

stuffed inside your clothes 

for extra insulation. Bags 

over your socks will also 

help keep your feet dry. 

Cold legs? A pair of thick 

ladies tights will work as 

an emergency base layer. 

If they sell Marigolds in 

the shop, stretch them 

over gloves for a water/

windproof barrier. The 

latex gloves at diesel 

pumps do the same job 

underneath your gloves.

Cut the drafts out of your 

kit. Make sure everything 

is tucked in and tape any 

holes you can’t plug. 

Put something warm in 

your core: have a hot meal 

or snack and make it 

something energy rich, 

like pasta, that will give 

you plenty of fuel. 

Make use of the hand 

warmers in the loo, for a 

blast of warmth. 

No garage in sight? Get 

your circulation going: get 

off and walk around or do 

some exercise. This will 

keep the blood flowing. 

Put a warm hand/foot in a 

warm glove/boot: get 

them on your exhaust or 

engine block or hold each 

one over the exhaust.

GLOBEBUSTERS TRAVEL TIP
Expert advice from round-the-world adventure experts Kevin and Julia Sanders

I don’t think it was too long after that I 

woke up. I looked up at the ceiling of the 

tent, to see the condensation from our 

breath frozen solid on the inside. I tried 

to shift position in my bag to get a bit 

more comfortable but I became aware 

that I was unable to move my head; the 

woolly hat I was wearing had frozen to 

the side of the tent. Everything in and 

outside of the tent was frozen solid. 

There was no chance of getting 

back to sleep. We just lay there, 

freezing cold, waiting for the sun to 

come up. Finally, it did and the 

geysers started to perform. 

An hour or so later, we were just 

starting to feel the warmth from 

the sun coming through but it was 

still bitterly cold. We packed up and 

headed back down towards sea 

level and warmth. 

Lesson learned. 

Beating 
the cold

 Riding in the cold 

can sap energy and 

concentration if 

you’re not prepared  

 Looks stunning but the 

night before was bitter  
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 This month sees Steph leave 

South Africa and head into 

the Namibian desert

From celebrity friends to the solitary 

WAKING UP IN my tent just outside 

Springbok, I jumped out of bed, made 

the coffee, and shared an energy bar 

with the exotically yellow birds who  

had come to prey on my good mood! I 

sat watching the sun move across the 

adjacent hill, slowly working its way 

towards me. My departure time was all 

down to how quickly its rays could reach 

me and dry the dew from my tent. I 

smiled and savoured the moment, 

completely submissive to the control 

that nature had over my day. Today I 

would leave South Africa and head into 

the Namibian desert. Here I planned to 

meet up with Charley Boorman and his 

crew, who were leading 15 riders from 

Cape Town to Victoria Falls on a three-

country ride with Compass Expeditions.

It wasn’t long before the adventure 

started. 90 per cent of the roads in 

Namibia are made up of sand and gravel, 

with occasional sharp, rocky sections 

on the trails. Blasting along them, I was 

quickly reminded of what I love about the 

desert. The space and lack of people 

always gives me a sense of freedom. 

There’s a beautiful simplicity in this 

unprejudiced landscape that will swallow 

any bush or beast that does not follow a 

few basic rules of survival. It is a leveller 

and I find a certain comfort in that.

I suffered a puncture en route to my 

first camping spot and spent an hour 

fixing it with the desert sun burning 

down on me. As I was wrestling with 

getting the back tyre back in place (all at 

a funny angle as I have no centrestand), 

a local guy turned up and parked his 

truck so it threw shadow over me, then 

gave me an orange and an extra pair of 

hands while I ensured spacers, brake 

pads and chain 

were aligned.  

Meeting up with 

Charley and the 

gang the next day 

at Fish River 

STEPH JEAVONS
is nearing the end of her solo, three-year, round-the-world trip on a Honda 

CRF250L, taking in all seven continents. Steph writes this column 

exclusively for RiDE every month but you can also follow her One Steph 

Beyond blog. She’s currently working her way across Africa.

Just deserts

STEPH JEAVONS
Writes her column exclusively for RiDE

Canyon was a real treat. Having a bunch 

of riding buddies was a contrast but one I 

thoroughly enjoyed. The guys were doing 

well on their big bikes. Some had very 

little off-road experience but, with 

guidance and a support truck on hand, 

they were getting on with it and enjoying 

the challenge. Rhonda the Honda and I 

maintained our usual ‘Keep Calm and 

Potter On’ approach. I envied the smooth 

speed of the big bikes on the long 

stretches but the tables were turned on 

the softer, more technical bits.

I was with them long enough to miss 

them when they left and I was back to my 

solo life of roughing it, cooking dinner for 

one on my little gas stove. Spending time 

with fellow bikers had been thoroughly 

recharging for me. Now though, I was 

ready to go back to what I knew and I 

smiled as I set up my tent in the silent 

desert once more. Life is good. 

Hanging out with other 

bikers is good but Steph 

relishes the solitude  

Funny who you bump into in the Namibian 

desert – in Steph’s case, Charley Boorman
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EXPLORE. ENJOY.

TREKKER DOLOMITI

Find more than 900 accessories at givimoto.com

Discover giviexplorer.com the web portal for motorcyclists

The new trio of TREKKER DOLOMITI cases: your

travelling companions on the roads of the wor-

ld. Lightweight and safe with an innovative desi-

gn and constructed from 1.5mm thick aluminium.

Ready to accompany you on the longest of routes

TOP CASE:

• 46 ltr Monokey® case.

• 30 ltr Monokey® case.

It can be used as both a

top case and a side case

SIDE CASE:

• Pair of 36 ltr side cases.

• Compatible with the GIVI 

Monokey PL and PLR

fixing systems

We know the feeling of wishing for dry roads and 
plenty of bends. It’s the feeling the acceleration 
out of a corner and entering a world with no 
problems or worries. Let us take one more off you, 
knowing we have you covered whatever is around 
the corner. Enjoy…

#ItsWhatWeDo

TWISTED 
EXHILARATION 
LIES STRAIGHT 
AHEAD

• We search our panel of insurers to find you
   our best price for the cover you need
• Common modifications covered as standard
• Expert 24-hour claims service
• Helmet and leathers cover

Bennetts.co.uk
0330 018 5943



WHERE TO GO
YOUR GUIDE TO THE BEST 
UPCOMING BIKING EVENTS
Are you organising a bike event?  
Tell us about it ride@ride.co.uk

THE BIG EVENT

BRITISH SUPERBIKES
October 13-15, Brands Hatch, 
Fawkham, Kent

 The ‘Showdown’ format (where only the top six 

riders fight it out for the title over the last three 

rounds) may be controversial but, like it or loathe 

it, it usually makes for committed racing all the way  

to the last lap of the last race. Reigning champion, 

Shakey Byrne, went into the Showdown phase 

ahead of Leon Haslam and Josh Brookes, with  

Jake Dixon, Peter Hickman and Jason O’Halloran  

all in with a shout. The final Brands Hatch round is 

a triple header — three Superbike races. As well as 

the Superbikes, there are Superstock 1000 and 

600 and Supersport championships to tie up, 

one-make action with the Ducati Tri-Options cup 

and the KTM RC cup, and upcoming young racers 

trying to make their mark in the Hel Motostar 

Championship, fought out on 250cc Moto3 bikes. 

britishsuperbike.com

Classic Bike Live
October 28-29, East of 
England Showground, 
Peterborough, Cambs

 Plenty to see and do all weekend, with trade 

stands, club stands, celebrities (guest of honour is 

TT hero John McGuinness) and hundreds of bikes, 

many being started and run. Got a classic? Why not 

bring it along for a chance to win ‘Best in Show’? 

Looking for a project? There’ll be lots of bikes and 

parts available. Tickets £9 in advance, kids go free.

classicbikelive.co.uk

International Dirt Bike Show
October 26-29, Stoneleigh, 
Kenilworth, Warwickshire

 If classics aren’t your thing, how about a dirty 

weekend? Actually, it’s not very dirty at all. The Dirt 

Bike Show takes place at the National Agricultural 

Exhibition Centre and, for all things off-road, it’s 

the place to be. See all the latest bikes, kit and 

accessories as well as demonstrations, stunt 

shows, minibike racing and France v Germany at 

Motoball (very silly – check out the video on the 

website). Tickets £13 in advance, £16 on the door, 

family tickets from £30. Go on the opening day 

though, and you get in for just £8) and it’s also  

free for kids under 10).

dirtbikeshow.co.uk

World 
Superbikes
October 20-22, 

Jerez, Spain

November 2-4, 

Losail, Qatar

RACING
DIARY 

1MONTH 
AHEAD
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s MotoGP
October 20-22, 

Phillip Island, 

Australia

October 27-29, 

Sepang, Malaysia

November 10-12, 

Valencia, Spain

Other
November 16-19, 

Macau Grand Prix
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Last round of 

British Superbikes 

will be down to the 

wire. Guaranteed... 
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Motorcycle Live
November 18-26, NEC, Birmingham

 The biggest show of the year. All the major manufacturers will be 

showing off 2018’s new models, with specials, classics, dirt bikes,  

race bikes, kit, test rides, stunt shows and celebs. Tickets from £19.50.

motorcyclelive.co.uk

Santa’s On A Bike
December 2, various start points 
and destinations

 Not one event but various separate charity rideouts held on the same 

day, focusing on children’s charities and hospices — now in its 13th year.  

santasonabike.org.uk

Southern Classic Off-Road Show
December 2, Kempton Park, Middlesex

 Classic off-road and racing bikes on show, alongside the regular 

autojumble and trade stands. Tickets £10 for adults, under-12s free.

kemptonparkautojumble.co.uk

Boxing Day Cold Turkey meet
December 26, Ace Café, 
Stonebridge, London

 Avoid the Christmas misery with a rideout. No big deal, just get away 

from the leftover sprouts. Everyone welcome from 10am until 4pm.

acecafeevents.com 

Unwanted MCC New Year’s Eve party
December 31, The Rockbar, Burton-on-Trent

 Rock disco, beer, more beer. Entry £6. Free camping (or crash out in the 

clubhouse - might be warmer!), free parking.

unwantedmcc.co.uk

Brass Monkey Run
January 7, Victoria pub, Coalville, Leics

 Meet up at this friendly boozer, freeze your things off on a scenic ride 

round rural Leicestershire, then back to the pub for tea and bacon butties. 

vicbikerspub.co.uk

2MONTHS 
AHEAD

3MONTHS 
AHEAD

Over 30,000
customers now
trust us to
insure their story.
What’s yours?

Call us on:

0330 024 1621
www.principalinsurance.co.uk

Principal Insurance is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Calls may be recorded for training and monitoring purposes.

*Calls to this number cost no more than a national rate call to an 01 or 02 number and 
must count towards any inclusive minutes in the same way as 01 and 02 calls.

*

At Principal Insurance, we take 

the time to understand your 

individual biking story. Call our 

VSHFLDOLVW�WHDP�QRZ�WR�ĆQG�RXW�

KRZ�ZH�FDQ�KHOS�\RX�KLW�WKH�URDG�

Lots to see 

at the NEC

The Victoria hosts one of 

2018’s first bike meets
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Q How easy is it to find 

campsites in France? I don’t 

want to book ahead and tie 

myself to a date. And is October 

too late to visit the Alps?

A In reverse order… Early 

October’s usually great in the 

Alps, though it can be chilly once the 

sun goes down, so might not be great 

for camping. We’ve scraped ice off 

saddles in the French Alps in mid- 

October, even though it was a lovely 

sunny day for riding. However, if 

you’re worried, try visiting the 

Cevennes or the Auvergne instead: 

lots of great mountain roads but at 

lower altitudes than the Alps. 

It’s normally easy to find campsites 

in France – most towns have a 

municipal site, often signposted from 

the edge of town. If in doubt, tourist 

offices in bigger towns can help. In 

the Alps, sites in the mountains may 

start closing as they get fewer 

visitors once the nights turn cold.  

Q What’s the best 

luggage for 

touring on my 2009 

Triumph Speed 

Triple? I can’t use 

my old throwover 

panniers with the 

high-level 

exhausts.

A If you’re not taking a passenger,  

you can get a rollbag on the 

back. Sizes and capacities vary, but 

we’d look at the Oxford Aqua range 

(from £55 for a 20L bag to £70 for 

70L). Put a board (like an old MDF 

shelf) in the base to stop sagging. 

Q If I do a fly-ride trip over 

winter, do I have to put my 

crash helmet in the hold?

A It’s up to you. When journalists 

fly to launches, half pack their 

helmets in hold bags, half as carry- 

on luggage. Some take the lid as their 

only cabin luggage, others have 

rucksacks that include a helmet 

carrier (try the Givi EA104B, £56, 

www.givi.co.uk). 

Q Any route suggestions from 

Llangollen to Edinburgh 

avoiding motorway? 

A We’d go cross-country to 

Deeside (over Horseshoe Pass), 

then the M56/M6 past Liverpool and 

Manchester to Halton (J34). Then 

A683/A687/B6255 to Hawes, A684/

B6259/A685 to Brough and B6276/

B6277/B6278 through Stanhope to 

the A68, all the way to Edinburgh.

Nantes
One of France’s major ports – all 
ship-shape and Bristol fashion... 

The Alps can be chilly by October, despite sun

That’s all in the past now, though?

It is, along with the money it brought. 

Nantes re-invented itself as an industrial 

centre, majoring on shipbuilding and 

food production and processing (it 

is one of France’s big food and wine 

regions). The industry’s mostly long gone 

now, along with one of France’s most-

famous biscuit brands, LU. All that’s 

left is the distinctive building, now the 

HQ for a huge ongoing art and cultural 

programme called the Estuaire Project. 

What about the present?

The town’s thriving. The centre’s 

packed with glitzy designer shops 

and department stores, although the 

Passage Pommeraye is the highlight 

— a 19th-century covered arcade. If 

shopping’s not your thing, head for the 

snidgy lanes of the old Jewish Quarter, 

or the bustle of the newly-regenerated 

dockyards, now a thriving hub of bars, 

restaurants and exhibition spaces. 

The old Chantier Naval (shipyard) now 

houses Les Machines de L’Isle, an 

ambitious project inspired by the town’s 

favourite literary son, Jules Verne. 

PARK THE BIKE AND SOAK UP SOME HISTORY AND CULTURE

Where’s that then?

It’s where the river Loire spreads out 

into the estuary that takes it out to the 

Atlantic. It was once a city of bridges 

and flowing water, often called the 

‘Venice of the West’. But in the early 

20th century the city fathers took the 

ambitious decision to fill in most of the 

channels, turn the waterways into roads 

and pipe the river Erdre under the city. 

You mentioned history?

Yep, there’s plenty of that about. There’s 

been a major settlement here since 

Roman times and the medieval castle 

shows its strategic importance. But 

as one of the major Atlantic ports, it’s 

mostly about trade. The glory days were 

the 18th and early 19th centuries, when 

Nantes businessmen financed bourgeois 

townhouses with lucrative trading trips 

to Africa, the West Indies and back 

home. They’re proud of their maritime 

heritage but tend to gloss over the fact 

their ancestors were trading slaves, and 

that continued long after the practice 

was illegal. Think of Nantes as a French 

Bristol and you’ll get the idea.

Any good roads nearby?

Indeed there are. Mostly scenic rather 

than sinuous though. Follow the D751 

along the south bank of the Loire 

towards Angers for great views over 

the river, or off to the north-west to 

lose yourself in the countryside around 

Redon. Worth a ride out to the south-

east as well, to explore the Parc du Puy 

de Fou, south of Cholet. 

FACT FILE: NANTES

How to get there: Take the ferry 

to Caen, Cherbourg, St Malo or Roscoff. 

It’s only two or three hours from any of 

those down through the Breton villages.

How long for: A cheeky weekend is just 

right. Overnight boat both ways and take 

Monday morning off.

When to go: It can be hot and busy in the 

summer – spring or early autumn’s good.

How much: Nantes is big enough to have 

a good choice of budget hotels — even in the 

centre you can get a decent room for about 

£40-45 a night, and there are loads of 

cheap, decent restaurants.
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SUSPENSION

There’s a monoshock craftily

fitted under the rear seat to

provide some compliance

despite the hardtail appearance

ELECTRONICS

Despite the unashamedly retro

custom styling, the Bobber still

has two engine modes, traction 

control and ABS

STYLING

Looking like it’s straight out of

a chop shop, the Bobber is, of 

course, bodywork-less and has

a huge array of customisation

options from the factory

ENGINE

The 1200cc parallel twin from

the Bonneville T120, tweaked for

even more bottom-end grunt
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Triumph 
Bonneville 
Bobber 

SEATING

There’s only a single seat,

but it can be moved to alter

the riding position

 The Bobber blends 

custom cool with real- 

world convenience

THE 

ROAD 

TEST

O
NCE THE NICHE preserve of 

bandanna-wearing bearded 

blokes wielding welding 

equipment, extreme custom 

bikes are now so mainstream 

that manufacturers have started mass 

producing them. The paradoxically 

named ‘factory custom’ class sees 

models that look like they are from  

a chop shop gracing the pages of 

manufacturers’ brochures, meaning 

riders can have all the style of a 

custom machine without having the 

headaches, cost and creativity needed 

to build or commission one. Triumph 

has now muscled in on the act with 

its new Bonneville Bobber.  

For the yet-to-be-initiated into the 

world of custom parlance, a ‘bobber’ 

is a bike that has been stripped of its 

dual seat and rear subframe, and 

features sawn-off mudguards, all in 

the name of lightness. A low-slung 

seat is key to bobber style and to 

achieve the look, most forgo the rear 

suspension too, meaning riders 

literally had to suffer for their art with 

a crashy, ill-handling ‘hardtail’ ride.

Triumph’s new Bobber rolls off the 

line with the necessary design 

elements wrapped around the 

ultra-modern 1200cc parallel-twin 

from the Bonneville. But it also 

features creature comforts such as 

traction control, switchable throttle 

maps, ABS… and even a hidden rear 

shock. Dripping with neat design 

touches - and with a bulging 

accessories catalogue - the Bonneville 

Bobber offers a mix of authentic style 

and real-world rideability. So how 

does it perform?

It’s a stripped-back custom — but is the Triumph 

Bonneville Bobber style over substance?
Words Bruce Dunn  Pictures Mark Manning 

BRITAIN’S 
TOUGHEST
ROAD TEST

 B-ROADS 

A four-hour loop of 

brilliant roads

 MOTORWAYS 

A solid two hours of 

multi-lane mile-eating

 IN TOWN 

How it copes with 

filtering in traffic

 ECONOMY 

What mpg and tank 

range you can expect



The Bobber is surprisingly 

adept on B-roads as well 

as motorways  

On the road
B-ROADS
There’s no getting away from the fact 

that the Bobber puts style firmly at the 

top of the agenda. Its silhouette is pure 

hot rod: the seat is low, hung back from 

the main frame and suspended over the 

16in rear wheel, which itself appears to 

be bolted into a rigid chassis. Up front, 

flat bars sit atop a conventional fork that 

holds a 19in wire-spoked wheel. All this 

sounds rather alluring but years of road 

testing have confirmed time and time 

again that heavily styled bikes usually 

lose their appeal as soon as they’re 

ridden. The dynamics of a motorcycle 

are fairly fragile and straying away from 

conventional geometry generally causes 

serious handling issues. 

Not so the Bobber. Despite its rather 

extreme-looking stance, the dynamics 

are simply brilliant and it handles as well 

as a nicely set-up conventional roadster. 

It swings through the bends with no hint 

that there’s a 19in wheel with a tall 100- 

section tyre up front. Triumph has made 

the Bobber impressively agile with none 

of the vague feedback and slow steering 

that mars most cruisers with this kind of 

set-up. The handlebar feel is light and 

well balanced, with beautiful stability 

throughout the speed range. On the 

backroads, the Bobber can be hustled 

through bends in a way you wouldn’t 

expect from such an out-of-balance 

looking bike and the grip from the Avon 

Cobra tyres, with its Bobber-bespoke 

150/80 16in rear, is impressive too. 

In spite of its post-war styling, the 

Bobber is no stranger to modern 

electronic rider assists, with two preset 

throttle modes (Road and Rain), as well 

as traction control and ABS. Road mode 

gives full power with traction control 

ready to step in if the rear wheel spins 

up on unseen hazards. In Rain mode,  

the engine has softer power delivery 

and slightly more traction control. 

The Bobber’s 1200cc parallel twin has 

plenty of straight-line potential, though 

when you’re charging through the gears 

the rev limiter stops the engine spinning 

beyond 6900rpm. And if screaming neck 

muscles don’t stop you first, the ECU  

limits top speed to an indicated 115mph. 

Nevertheless at these higher speeds the 

Bobber remains astonishingly stable, 

the handling doesn’t decay, it stays 

manageable and it still responds 

perfectly to all of your inputs. 

What really helps is that while the bike 

looks like a hardtail, there is a rear shock 

cleverly smuggled beneath the seat so 

you don’t have to worry about your 

spine taking a pummelling. However,  

the ride starts to feel a bit choppy if  

the road surface becomes uneven, 

“It swings through 
bends with no hint of 
its 19in front wheel”
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especially when pushing on and there’s 

no way to dial this characteristic out as 

both the shock and forks are non-

adjustable. But for kicking back and 

cruising, which is what this bike’s really 

all about, the ride quality is spot on. 

MOTORWAY
Wide bars and nothing in the way  

of bodywork don’t stop the Bobber 

offering a comfortable 75mph cruising 

speed. At this velocity, the impressively 

smooth 1200cc Bonneville-derived 

parallel twin is just topping a lazy 

3000rpm in sixth gear. The big twin has 

a slightly different tune in Bobber form, 

with more power at low revs than the 

T120. Torque has been increased to 

78lb·ft too, so it stays responsive in 

spite of the tall gearing. In fact, the 

engine’s so urgent that you’d swear 

there was more than just 76bhp on offer. 

The fact that the engine is unstressed 

means it returns decent fuel economy 

too, at around 60mpg. This is just as well 

because the length of any run is dictated 

by the tiny 9-litre fuel tank, the reserve 

fuel warning light illuminating at only 65 

miles from full when ridden in a spirited 

fashion. Riding such short distances 

between fuel stops is a bit of a pain 

because the Bobber is actually quite 

comfortable, that big, scooped saddle 

cupping the rider’s bottom just so, with 

enough adjustability to tailor the reach 

to the bars and pegs for the perfect fit.  

If you’re the type of person that doesn’t 

ERGONOMIC 
TRIANGLE
Despite the radical looks, 

the Bobber is comfortable 

— especially as the seat 

position can be adjusted 

to suit the rider

have any anxiety about 

running low on fuel, you 

can press the ‘I’ button 

on the handlebar to 

display the remaining 

fuel range on the clock 

and push on… Doing 

this on test took the 

Bobber to nearly 115 

miles with less than five 

miles remaining on the 

indicated range.

At night, the analogue 

speedo illuminates with 

a soft, off-white glow. 

The headlight gives an adequate spread 

of light with the dipped beam cutting the 

beam off cleanly ahead of the bike. 

TOWN
Considering that the Bobber is, by 

definition, a stripped-down bike with  

no bodywork or rear sub-assembly,  

it’s surprising to see a fairly hefty 228kg  

dry weight on the spec sheet — but that 

weight isn’t noticeable when riding. At 

low speed around town it feels 

impressively light, frisky and agile 

— helped by its low centre of gravity 

and wide bars. Filtering past slow- 

moving traffic is easy, the ‘Slip 

Assist’ clutch giving the lever 

excellent feel and a light action. 

At the other end of the scale, the 

clutch is tough enough to hook up 

the ‘High Torque’ version of the 

1200cc Bonnie engine and hot-rod  

it away from traffic lights like a 

sportsbike. With a good portion of 

the torque available from low down, 

the Bobber’s capable of breathtaking 

acceleration. 

The feel and power of the single 

piston caliper rear brake is a good 

match for the bike’s weight and 

performance, helping with 

low-speed riding. Unfortunately, 

the single-disc front brake 

lacks outright power for hard 

stopping at higher speeds. The 

feel is fine but it takes a really 

hard squeeze of the lever to 

coax enough power from it. 

Single seat is 

comfortable and 

adjustable for fit  

Traditional speedo and 

LCD multi-function  

trip computer  

Lack of bodywork 

doesn’t mean it’s 

unusable at speed
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Even the Bobber’s 

decals are retro-cool  

Non-adjustable rear 

shock can be replaced 

with optional Triumph-

approved FOX version  

Old school cool chrome 

fuel filler cap looks great

Despite its 

appearance, the 

Bobber is nimble and 

surprisingly supple  

Black throttle position 

sensor cover part of the 

customisation options  

 Standard 

issue bars sit 

low but are 

easy to use

 Option high 

handlebars 

give the ape- 

hanger look

Fully loaded
Pillion and luggage 
Apologise to your nearest and dearest 

because there is no place for a pillion on 

the Bobber. There is no aftermarket 

accessory seat to fit either. Amazingly, 

given the puny tank range, there are 

some luggage options available though. 

Triumph makes a leather and waxed 

cotton pannier set that is water 

resistant (not waterproof). Each bag  

has 13.8 litres of capacity and can be 

mounted individually. They cost £450 

each and take a dealer 45 minutes to fit. 

Controls and functions
A refreshingly conventional layout 

makes the Bobber’s controls really easy 

to use. The right-hand switchgear has a 

combined kill-switch and starter button, 

with a hazard light switch, and ‘M’ mode  

button to toggle between the Road and 

Rain maps. The left-hand switchgear 

features the horn button, indicators and 

high and low beam switches. There’s 

also the ‘I’ button that scrolls through  

the trip computer — a small LCD screen 

within the analogue speedometer and 

provides A and B trip meters, both 

average and live mpg, tank range, clock, 

odometer and rpm. You also get the 

ability to display the current traction 

control status, selecting between ‘off’  

or ‘on’ by holding in the ‘I’ button, but it 

resets to the on position after the 

ignition is turned off. The LCD screen 

also incorporates a small fuel gauge  

with an eight-bar sequence. The 

speedometer unit itself can be moved 

forward or backwards by a release 

lever to suit rider preference. 

Under the seat
The Bobber’s seat cannot be removed in 

the conventional manner, meaning that 

there’s no underseat storage. But in lieu 

of this, Triumph has made provision for 

adjustment. By removing three Torx 

bolts, the seat can be be taken off its 

subframe. Then, by loosening two 17mm 

bolts, the seat can slide backwards on 

its mounting bracket and rebolted in 

place to give the rider more leg room.

“Apologise - there is 
no place for a pillion 
on the Bobber”

|  DECEMBER 201750

 ROAD TEST 



ed n 

 offer 

useful storage  

 Vance and Hines 

silencers  

 Leather and 

quilted seat 

options  

Machined headlight bezel 

looks trick 

Peep mirror and alloy 

bar ends  

Optional DRL (Daytime Running light)  

headlight helps to improve visibility

What’ll it 
cost you?
Finance 
The on-the-road price for a base model 

Bobber in Jet Black is £10,600. There are, of 

course, various finance options offered by 

Triumph dealers on either PCP or Hire 

Purchase. Using Personal Contract Purchase 

(PCP), a base model Black Bobber will work 

out at £122.44 for 36 months, after a £2000 

deposit. The total amount payable for this 

deal is £12,787.84, including the optional 

payment of £6380 and £10 purchase fee  

if you want to own the bike outright. 

The APR on this package is 9.9%, and 

mileage is limited to 5000 per year. 

Service intervals
Two-year unlimited-mileage warranty

>  First service 500 miles: £55 or less, 

depending on dealer purchase

>  Intermediate/annual, up to  

10,000 miles: £185

> Every 10,000 miles: £235

> Major service at 20,000 miles: £485

SPEED MPG RANGE

Slow 59.3 119 miles

Average 54.7 110 miles

Fast 48.3 97 miles

FUEL ECONOMY

Customising
The £10,600 tag is the starting price, 

with a host of different options and 

accessories available that can be 

specified at the point of purchase. Using 

the online configuring tool, either at home 

or at a Triumph dealership, you can build 

a virtual order of your Bobber, adding 

different silencers, handlebars, 

mudguards and so on. Each selected 

component specifies the price and fitting 

time in minutes, which is all tallied up to a 

total and added to the price of the bike. 

After selecting your chosen method of 

finance or payment, the bike is delivered 

to your dealer, where it is customised to 

your specification before you collect it.

Many of the available options are 

purely about enhancing the Bobber’s 

looks but there are a few bits that will 

improve its functionality. The gas-

charged, adjustable FOX rear shock, 

priced at £360, will be higher quality than 

the standard non-adjustable unit. There 

are also a couple of luggage options 

available: a pair of 13.8-litre soft panniers 

and a 2-litre £179 swingarm bag. Heated 

grips are also available, priced  

at £179.00 plus 48 minutes fitting time. 
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SPEC TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE BOBBER

Engine 1200cc 8v sohc parallel twin, l/c 

Power 76hp @ 6100rpm

Torque 78lb·ft @ 4000 rpm

Transmission six-speed, chain drive

Chassis tubular steel cradle

Front suspension 41mm forks, 90mm travel, 

non-adjustable

Rear suspension monoshock, 76.9mm travel, 

non-adjustable

Front brake 310mm disc, 2-piston caliper 

Rear brake 255mm disc, 1-piston caliper

Front tyre 100/90-19

Rear tyre 150/80 R16

Wheelbase 1510mm

Seat height 690mm

Kerb weight 228kg

Tank size 9.1 litres

“It stands head 
and shoulders 
above its rivals”

While perfectly 

rideable in all 

situations, the 

Bobber is at 

home in the cool 

urban sprawl

THE  VERDICT
IF A BAD experience riding a factory-

built custom bike has put you off ever 

owning one, or you have previously 

dismissed custom bikes as not your cup 

of tea, the Triumph Bobber is a bike that 

could make you look and think again.  

The shortcomings that blighted other 

machines — such as poor weight 

distribution, awkward handling, 

unconvincing design and questionable 

build quality — do not apply to the 

Bobber. It stands head and shoulders 

above its custom rivals. 

Add in an impressive array of official 

accessories — from clip-ons to pipes, 

cut-down mudguards to full-on ape 

hangers — and you’ll be able to make 

your mass-produced Bobber stand  

out from the crowd, especially as the 

Triumph online configurator is 

refreshingly easy to use. Living with  

a test bike for a couple of weeks has 

engaged me — a die-hard sportsbike 

lover — as a potential customer and  

I’ve already configured my virtual bike: 

clip-on bars, with Vance and Hines 

pipes, Fox shock, hand-painted tank, 

short guards and mini-indicators. Or 

maybe I’ll change my mind — again —  

and just go for the ape hangers…

It would be wrong to call the Triumph 

Bonneville Bobber a practical custom 

— partly because that makes it sound 

dull and utilitarian, which it most 

certainly is not, but also because it is 

limited in terms of usefulness and tank 

range. But bikes like this aren’t built to 

be practical and this at last is a custom 

you can live with. It blends its authentic 

looks with an engaging, torque-laden 

engine, housed in a chassis that 

engages the rider at almost every level. 

It will not only turn heads on the city 

streets but also work as a motorcycle 

out on the country lanes. In fact, the only 

thing that lets the Bobber down is that 

relatively puny tank range. Apart from 

that, it’s an ideal mix of show and go. 

Turn the page for six cruisers worth 

considering as used alternatives
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Cruise control 
Triumph isn’t the only company offering the 

combination of practicality and performance 

wrapped in a cruiser package 

Harley-Davidson Street Bob (2006-2017)
> £6000-£11,500 > 76bhp > 304kg (kerb) > 1449-1690cc V-twin

T
HE ‘BOBBER’ FASHION was created 

after World War II when American 

riders stripped ex-military Harley-

Davidsons of unnecessary parts to 

make them lighter, faster and cooler. 

The Street Bob offered a modern, mass-

production take on this craze when it was 

launched in 2006 and the name is still 

going strong more than ten years later (see 

p56). It has all the hallmarks of a classic 

bobber, from the low seat to the ape-hanger 

bars, fat tank and big, wire wheels. 

It’s based on Harley-Davidson’s Super 

Glide and with prices starting at £12,245 for 

a new one, it’s a lot more expensive than a 

Triumph Bobber. But then this is a Harley, 

so it’s more authentic and it’s also a 

guaranteed crowd-puller wherever it goes, 

so what price do you put on cool?  

Because it’s been around for so long, 

there are plenty of secondhand options on 

the market, though even they aren’t exactly 

cheap as they hold their value well. Expect 

to pay at least £6000 for an early model. 

The current bike makes around 76bhp 

from its 1690cc twin-cam engine and will 

only return about 43mpg so it’s not a cheap 

machine to run either. And don’t expect 

much in the way of extras — after all, the 

whole bobber ethos is about stripping away 

the non-essentials, rather than adding 

creature comforts. 

At 304kg, the Street Bob is a big heavy 

bruiser, just as Harleys should be, and the 

suspension is pretty basic, as you’d expect 

from this kind of bike. The ape-hanger bars 

aren’t exactly comfortable so you probably 

won’t be touring Europe on the Street Bob 

but its lazy, low-down power is as reliable 

as the engine is simple and it has kept 

generations of Harley fans happy, so why 

change anything?  

If you buy an earlier model, you’ll be 

getting the older Twin Cam 1449cc/1584cc 

engine which is obviously a bit slower and 

less torquey than the current 1690cc lump. 

But who cares? No-one buys a Harley-

Davidson Street Bob for performance. This 

bike is all about looks, attitude and lifestyle 

and if you like your hogs, this is among the 

coolest of them all. 
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Victory Gunner (2015-2017)
> £8495-£9999 > 93bhp > 310kg (kerb) > 1731cc V-twin

The Gunner is a bobbed version of Victory’s Judge and uses the 

same 1731cc V-twin lump as all the other bikes in the soon-to-be-

defunct firm’s range. It’s a bit agricultural, from the ABS to the 

clunky first gear, but there’s masses of torque on offer (103lb·ft) so 

traffic lights will always put a grin on your face. Like many cruisers, 

there’s only a single 300mm disc up front so you need to work the 

rear brake if you want to haul the 310kg Gunner to a stop. The bike 

has been well put together and both build quality and finish are top 

notch. If you want a bobber alternative to a Harley-Davidson, the 

Victory could offer you the exclusivity you’re after. You won’t see 

too many others around, especially as, from next year, the 

company is winding up. 

Kawasaki Vulcan VN900 Custom 
(2007-present)
> £4000-£7300 > 47bhp > 278kg (kerb) > 903cc V-twin

Kawasaki’s VN900 Custom is a rare thing — a cruiser that actually 

rides and handles well, thanks to decent ground clearance, an 

adjustable seven-stage rear shock and a slick gearbox. At just 

903cc the capacity is dwarfed by many other cruisers but at least 

you can use all that power, thanks to the smoothness of the 

engine. It’s a good-looking bike too, with its high-rise drag bars 

and distinctive, 21-inch, cast alloy front wheel. You’ll get 180 miles 

out of the 20-litre tank, the clocks are practical — with a fuel level 

indicator and digital clock — and the build quality and finish are 

both excellent. The very fact that the VN900 is still in production 

after ten years proves how big a hit the bike has been. 

Harley-Davidson Sportster 
Iron 883 (1993-present)
> £4300-£7995 > 50bhp > 256kg (kerb)  

> 883cc V-twin

If you love cruisers but you are on a 

budget then the Sportster Iron 883 offers a 

relatively cheap route to Harley-Davidson 

ownership. You can pick up an older used 

model for as little as £4300 but there’s a 

reason for that – it’s a pretty basic bike 

and is somewhat lacking in terms of 

power and performance. But it is a Harley 

and for many, that’s what matters.

Yamaha XV950R 
(2013-present)
> £5300-£8399 > 53bhp > 252kg (kerb)  

> 942cc V-twin

Yamaha’s XV950R bobber is a serious 

rival to Harley’s Sportster 883 and is 

arguably a better bike, though it obviously 

lacks the heritage that goes with the 

Harley-Davidson name. It’s light, it has 

heaps of torque (59lb·ft), it stops and it 

handles. It’s a good looker too and you  

can pick one up for just over five grand, 

making it a tidy bargain. 

Triumph Thunderbird 
(2009-present)
> £8900-£11,800 > 85bhp > 308kg (kerb)  

> 1597cc parallel twin

The Thunderbird was built with the 

specific intention of taking on Harley-

Davidson at its own game and it does a 

very good job of it. It ticks all the cruiser 

boxes from low seat to high bars, lots of 

chrome, clocks on tank and ignition key 

under the seat, but it’s much more refined 

than most cruisers and, for some, that 

kind of kills off some of the character. 



SPEC HARLEY-DAVIDSON FAT BOB

Price (see text) Engine 1745cc (or 1868cc) 8v 45° V-twin, a/c Power 85bhp (93bhp) @ 5020rpm Torque

107lb.ft (114lb.ft) @ 3000rpm Transmission 6-speed, belt Chassis steel spine Front suspension

43mm forks, non-adjustable Rear suspension monoshock, adjustable preload Front brakes 300mm 

discs, 4-piston calipers Rear brake 300mm disc, 2-piston caliper Front tyre 150/80-16 Rear tyre

180/70-16 Wheelbase 1615mm Rake/trail 28°/132mm Seat height 710mm Kerb weight 306kg 

Fuel capacity 13.6 litres 
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Softer 
touch
Harley-Davidson’s 2018 

Softails get more power, 

better handling and  

less weight. Non-

Harley fans may 

now apply
Words Simon Hargreaves 

Pictures Stefano Gada

FIRST RIDE 2018 HARLEY-DAVIDSONS 

P
ROGRESS WAITS FOR no-one, not 

even Harley-Davidson. So, citing 

‘customer feedback’ rather than 

stalling sales and emissions regs, for 

2018 Harley has streamlined and 

updated the twin-shock custom Dyna and 

hardtail-styled Softail line-ups into one 

family of Softail models. The changes are 

meant to bring new levels of civility and 

normality to the bikes, and broaden their 

appeal — even if they have familiar names: 

touring-style Heritage Classic, low, 

drag-inspired Breakout, chopper-esque 

Street Bob and the muscular Fat Bob, all 

ridden here (the others are Fat Boy, Deluxe, 

Slim and Low Rider).

The new bikes are based around two 

new, more powerful, torquier and civilised 

versions of the Milwaukee 8 45° V-twin, in 

1745cc or 1868cc air-cooled versions (the 

first four models above can come with 

either engine; the last four only in 1745cc). 

And all also use variations of a lighter, 

stiffer and more compact steel spine frame, 

with uprated Showa suspension — set-up 

depends on model type. But, says Harley, 

these are all Softails that weigh less, go 

faster and handle better. And cost more.

Each of the new Softails steers with a 

natural, easy and conventional chassis 

dynamic (a claim Harley couldn’t always 

make) to the point they run out of ground 

clearance — despite some models getting 

more ride height. They’re still long, weighty 

and a unique riding experience – but even 

so, it’s clear the Softails have indeed, er, 

turned a corner when it comes to handling.

The new engines are noticeably more 

civilised than previous generations; 

mechanically quiet, deceptively rapid and 

well-balanced with the right amount of 

vibration. Harley quotes 85bhp for the 107 

and 93bhp for the 114, with — bizarrely — 

107lb·ft for the 107 and 114lb·ft for the 114. 

The new Softail range is available now 

and, perhaps for the first time, you don’t 

have to specifically want a Harley to buy a 

Harley; they’ll suit anyone. 



 Street Bob Classic custom style with ape-hanger bars, 

forward-mounted pegs, skinny 100/90 19in front tyre, a 13.2-litre tank 

and a low 680mm seat height, the Street Bob has the most extreme 

riding position of the Softails and enough ground clearance and handling 

to turn a surprising pace. Prices start at £12,295 for the 107 engine only.

 Heritage Classic A ‘touring’ Softail with panniers and 

cruise control as standard, and a detachable screen. In touring mode it’s 

laid-back and comfy, with exceptional ride quality at the expense of 

damping and ground clearance. All Softails have a USB charging port and 

an uprated alternator for heated kit. Prices start at £17,995 for the 107. 

 Breakout The drag-styled Breakout’s looks are dominated by 

its 240-section rear Michelin, as is its handling. It’s predictable and 

stable but steers likes it’s turning in treacle – even at 17kg lighter than the 

previous model. Ground clearance is limited and it needs all its  

adjustable preload. Prices start at £17,245 for the 107.

Fat Bob Styled with “zombie apocalypse” appeal (Harley’s 

words), the brute Fat Bob is the star of the line-up – not just 

because it looks so striking (yes, that’s a 150/80 front tyre) but also, it 

has Showa usd forks, four-pot calipers and decent ground clearance. 

It steers and stops like a conventional bike but charges like a rhino. 

Prices start at £14,295 for the 107 (colours £350 extra across range). REAL
BIKERS.

REAL
LAWYERS.

REAL
ANSWERS.

0800 7836 191

whitedalton.co.uk

bike specialist solicitors since ‘94
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So near, 
yet so far
Suzuki’s V-Strom 250 

sets out for a mini 

adventure but gets 

lost along the way…
Words Jon Urry 

FIRST RIDE SUZUKI’S V-STROM 250 

O
N FIRST IMPRESSIONS, the 

Suzuki V-Strom 250 certainly ticks 

all the right boxes. Designed under 

the philosophy ‘massive and 

smart,’ the new mini V-Strom is 

pleasingly large for a small-capacity bike 

and comes very well equipped. As 

standard you get ABS, an LCD dash with a 

fuel gauge and gear indicator, 17-inch 

wheels, a screen and a solid metal tail rack. 

Add lots of optional extras to 

make this already really 

practical bike even more so 

and, at £4695, it seems a 

bargain. But there’s a catch.

Powered by the same 248cc 

parallel twin engine as the 

firm’s GSX250R, which is 

effectively an Inazuma motor 

made Euro4-compliant, you only get 

25bhp and 17lb·ft to play with and, on a 

bike weighing 188kg, it isn’t enough. And 

it’s a crying shame because if it just had a 

bit more grunt the V-Strom 250 would be 

excellent. The rest of the bike is spot on.

Even taller riders will find the V-Strom 

comfortable and roomy, the single disc 

brakes are perfectly acceptable in their bite 

and the fact it comes with 17-inch and not 

off-road sized wheels gives it agile and 

secure road-holding. It’s just chronically 

lacking in performance and struggles to 

top 70mph. Add a pillion or luggage and it 

would be worse. The motor may be frugal 

— a claimed 88mpg and tank range of 300 

miles — but to ride it is to be left wanting.

At the moment, Suzuki is frustrating; it 

builds fantastic all-new 

machines such as the 

GSX-R1000, and GSX-R125 

and GSX-S125 (see p7) 

models. But then it cuts 

corners and leaves buyers 

short-changed with the likes 

of the GSX-S750 and the 

recent lazy update to the 

SV650. The V-Strom 250 falls into the latter 

category. The chassis, riding position, 

concept and handling are all spot on — but 

Suzuki has attempted to save money by 

using an outdated motor and it ruins the 

bike. For the sake of increasing its capacity, 

Suzuki has dropped the ball on what could 

have been a brilliant mini-adventurer. 

SPEC SUZUKI V-STROM 250

Price £4695 Engine 248cc 4v parallel twin, l/c Power 25bhp @ 8000rpm Torque 17lb·ft @ 6500rpm 

Transmission 6-speed, chain Chassis steel cradle Front suspension forks, no adjustment Rear 

suspension monoshock, no adjustment Front brakes 290mm disc, 2-piston caliper Rear brake

245mm disc, 1-piston caliper Front tyre 110/80-17 Rear tyre 140/70-17 Wheelbase 1425mm  

Rake/trail 25.2˚/100mm Seat height 800mm Kerb weight 188kg Fuel capacity 17.3 litres

At a glance
Accessories A set of 20L panniers is £625 

plus £20 for a lock set, a 23L top box is £350, 

tankbag is £95 plus £32 fitting kit, handguards 

are £140, heated grips £175, centrestand £120.

Economy Suzuki claims the parallel twin 

motor does 88mpg, giving a theoretical tank 

range of over 310 miles.

Wheels 17in ten-spoke wheels give the 

V-Strom 250 a road bias, unlike its rivals.

Dash The LCD dash has a fuel gauge, gear 

indicator, average fuel consumption, oil 

change time indicator, dual trips and a clock.

Clear and modern LCD 

dash works well   

V-Strom 250 fitted with 

pannier rack as standard   
“To ride it  
is to be left 
wanting” 
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GS shrinks in the wash
Could this be the bike to propel BMW’s 

worldwide sales to another level?
Words Jon Urry

FIRST RIDE BMW G310GS 

B
MW IS TARGETING sales of 

200,000 bikes a year, up roughly 

70,000 from its current annual 

production, by 2020. And key to 

this boost is the new G-series, 

kicked off with last year’s G310R.

BMW hopes these single cylinders will 

not only appeal to a worldwide audience, 

especially in developing markets such as 

Asia and south America, but also draw 

younger European riders into the brand. To 

achieve this, these price-sensitive bikes are 

built by TVS in India, something that hasn’t 

been without its issues and has led to 

delays as the Hosur factory meets BMW’s 

high standards. But they have got there and 

the GS now belatedly joins the R in UK 

showrooms. Has it been worth the wait?

Visually, the GS is impressive; it looks a 

quality product and the level of finish is 

very high. Its single-cylinder motor makes 

more torque than its Japanese rivals’ 

parallel twins, giving it good acceleration, 

and the riding position is equally roomy for 

taller riders. In an urban environment it’s 

light, manoeuvrable and punches away 

from traffic lights well. But it’s not perfect.

Get the GS out of town and its suspension 

starts to put a damper on the fun, leading 

to a lack of confidence in the front end 

when ridden spiritedly. It’s not bad at 

slower or a moderate pace, but you can’t 

push as hard as you would like to as there 

is a disconnected feeling caused by the soft 

suspension and questionable tyres. Despite 

rubber inserts, the single cylinder also 

buzzes irritatingly through the pegs at 

motorway speeds and the mirrors give a 

very limited view. All of which is a shame, 

because the GS is so nearly on the money.

Overall the 310GS is good but not 

brilliant, as you expect a GS model to be. 

The mirrors are too small, panniers should 

be an option, there are annoying vibrations 

at speed, the indicator warning light is 

almost invisible in direct sunlight and the 

suspension limits the handling. It is the 

best overall mini-adventurer currently for 

sale but it could have been better. Its faults 

leave the door open for the likes of KTM to 

arrive with its entry to this category and 

rule the roost. A good bike, but not a game 

changer in Europe, though worldwide it 

may be a different story. 

At a glance
Accessories BMW hasn’t made any 

panniers or a taller screen for the 

G310GS. However you can buy a top 

box, tank bag, tall 850mm or low 

820mm height seat and heated grips.

Economy BMW claims the single-

cylinder motor does 85mpg, giving a 

theoretical tank range of just over 180 

miles from its 11-litre tank.

Wheels The G310GS runs a 17in rear 

wheel with a 19in front. The bikes will 

be supplied with model-specific 

Metzeler Tourance tyres.

ABS The ABS can be deactivated while 

on the go via a button on the 

switchgear should you wish to take the 

GS off-road. Or do skids…

“A good bike 
but not a game-
changer...”

SPEC BMW G310GS

Price £5100 Engine 313cc 

4v single, l/c Power 34bhp 

@ 9500rpm Torque 21lb·ft 

@ 7500rpm Transmission

6-speed, chain Chassis

tubular steel spaceframe 

Front suspension 41mm 

forks, 180mm travel, no 

adjustment Rear 

suspension monoshock, 

180mm travel, adjustable 

spring preload Front brakes

300mm disc, 4-piston caliper 

Rear brake 240mm disc, 

1-piston caliper Front tyre

110/80-19 Rear tyre

150/70-17 Wheelbase

1420mm Rake/trail

24.7˚/98mm Seat height

835mm Kerb weight

169.5kg Fuel capacity

11 litres

Single-cylinder motor is 

gutsy but has annoying 

vibrations at speed  

59DECEMBER 2017 |



HONDA X-ADV

Scooter-based off-roader with

the same 745cc motor as the

NC750, and DCT transmission

HONDA AFRICA TWIN

Big brother with a 998cc

engine and also using DCT

transmission - the benchmark

Twist & Go... 
anywhere

The Honda X-ADV promises the ease-of-use of a scooter 

with the all-terrain ability of an adventure bike. But could 

you live with one – when the real Africa Twin also comes 

with a shift-free DCT gearbox? What’s the best way to... 

Words Chris Moss  Pictures Chippy Wood
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I
T’S NOT OFTEN a bike generates  

as much conversation as this one. 

Overland adventurer Nathan 

Millward and I had already ridden 

Honda’s novel X-ADV ‘adventure 

scooter’ for a fair few miles when we 

met up but anyone overhearing us 

chucking in enough two-penneths to 

make a mint would have considered us 

the anoraks to end all anoraks. 

Our initial murmurings in the car park 

of a Gloucestershire beauty spot weren’t 

especially positive, though. Mostly we 

were asking ‘what is it, and who’s it for?’ 

Its heady £9599 asking price kept 

cropping up too. That big number almost 

put an end to the discussion whenever it 

was muttered: surely if the X-ADV was 

overpriced and unworthy, we might as 

well just call it a day and go home…

I’d taken it on a gentle afternoon run 

the previous day. It did all I asked well 

enough but as I got home, a long pause 

said everything. When I managed to 

summon some words for my voice 

recorder, there weren’t many nor 

delivered with passion: “Remarkably 

unremarkable” was all I said.

Nathan managed to get more articulate 

opinion from me the next day. Obviously 

on the same wavelength, we moved on 

from the X-ADV’s confused identity and 

arguably pointless nature, to pick a few 

specific aspects to moan about. Both of 

us were critical of how awkward it was 

just to get on the thing. With a broad, tall 

seat, fairly sizeable girth and no chance 

of ‘stepping through’, getting seated 

needed practice. 

The engine performance we agreed  

on, with Nathan summing it up best by 

describing it as “just below brisk”. Then 

we dissed it for its off-roading pretence. 

With a rear wheel size ruling out a 

decent dirt tyre fitment, seemingly 

“Anyone overhearing us 
would have considered us 

anoraks to end all anoraks”

 Our riders used a short 

— and well-packed — 

stretch of the Ridgeway 

to assess off-road 

capabilities
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 The large, adventure-style dash 

display offers a huge range of 

information, including riding mode

 The X-ADV’s screen may be on  

the small side but it is steplessly 

adjustable for decent protection

unsuitable suspension and riding position, 

and stylish bodywork that would be far too 

pretty to maim with an inevitable fall, we 

voted the X-ADV a beast best reserved for 

the harder, grippier stuff. 

As we talked — and whether it was just 

out of sheer pity, I don’t know — we started 

to offer some praise. We were united in our 

approval of the X-ADV’s attractive angular 

style, build quality, laudable brakes, lovely 

steering, lighter-than-expected overall feel 

and well-suited twist-and-go DCT (Dual 

Clutch Transmission). Even the half-decent 

screen got the thumbs up. 

But would the X-ADV really stand up 

beside a proper adventure bike? Nathan 

had arrived on Honda’s Africa Twin —  

on one level a pretty conventional bike, 

though this version of the 998cc parallel 

twin was fitted, like the X-ADV, with DCT. 

At £12,179 on the road, this automatic 

Africa Twin is a fairly considerable £2580 

more than the scooter (the standard 

version is only £1611 more). But given how 

capable the Africa Twin is, both on and 

off-road, surely it’s worth the extra outlay? 

We put the chat on hold for a while and 

sped off to discover more about the bikes… 

and no doubt continue the tongue-

wagging at length on the way.   

Our off-road 
experience
The X-ADV’s more limited off-road 

capability meant a more careful 

choice of muddy routes was 

essential. In fact, due to its 

unsuitable tyres, terrain needed  

to be hard packed and easy going. 

Local experience of off-road 

routes in Wiltshire saw us ride 

some of the Ridgeway, an ancient 

track described as Britain’s oldest 

road. We restricted our riding 

from Hackpen Hill near Broad 

Hinton, south of Swindon, to 

Barbury Castle a couple of miles 

away. That section, and a little 

more further south, is easy to 

navigate, though most of the 

Ridgeway is closed to motorised 

traffic from the start of October 

to the end of April. 

“The action of the DCT box was very 
impressive, going up and down seamlessly ”

 The X-ADV is only 

really capable of going 

off-road on firm, good 

condition tracks
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L Honda X-ADV
Designed by Italian Honda man Daniele 

Lucchesi, the unique X-ADV uses much of 

the same engine and chassis from the firm’s 

Integra scooter. The 745cc parallel twin is 

the same one used in the Integra and NC750 

models. It’s only available with DCT, a 

switchable auto system offering Drive and three 

levels of Sport and Manual modes. Bar-mounted 

buttons allow you to override the auto settings.

A 17-inch front wheel is one of the secrets to the 

Honda’s very predictable steering. The spoked rims 

are fitted with tubeless tyres and slowed by ABS 

brakes with both front and rear calipers operated by 

bar-mounted levers. Drive is by chain.

Underseat storage is large enough to take a 

full-face helmet, as is the standard fitment top box. 

Neither will hold an adventure-style lid with a peak 

though. Ignition is keyless and a rocker switch  

opens the lockable seat and fuel cap cover. The 

hand-adjustable screen is stepless. 

SPEC HONDA X-ADV

Price £9599 Engine 745cc, 8v sohc parallel twin, l/c Power 54bhp @ 6250rpm Torque 50lb·ft @ 4750rpm 

Transmission 6-speed DCT, chain Chassis steel-tube diamond Front suspension 41mm forks, 154mm 

travel, adjustable preload and rebound Rear suspension monoshock, 150mm travel, adjustable preload 

Front brakes 310mm discs, 4-piston calipers Rear brake 240mm disc, 1-piston caliper Front tyre 120/70 

R17 Rear tyre 160/60 R15 Wheelbase 1590mm Rake/Trail 27°/104mm Seat height 820mm Kerb weight

238kg Fuel capacity 13.1 litres

PCP FINANCE

Price £9599 Deposit £1700.36 Monthly repayments 36 x £109 Optional final payment £5356.15  

APR 6.9% Total payable £10,980.51 Annual mileage 4000

 Left-hand grip houses 

switches for riding mode, as  

well as lever for rear brake

 Design of the X-ADV is all 

sharp angles and the front end 

wears a bit of a scowl

On the road to the dirt
The modest-sounding claimed 54bhp of 

the X-ADV’s motor turned out to be a lot 

more useful than you might think, 

especially as its DCT gearbox suited it really 

well. But overtakes took far more planning 

than on the Africa Twin. With 40bhp more, 

the bigger bike was noticeably more eager. 

Nathan thought that just another 10bhp 

might make all the difference to the 

X-ADV, which he felt was slower than the 

NC750 models despite effectively sharing 

the same motor. 

We tended to keep the scooter’s DCT in 

Drive mode. Switching to Sport had the 

twin revving harder, but it didn’t really 

make anything more than extra noise. 

With most of what it has on offer delivered 

at low revs, hurrying things is not the way 

forward. In fact, keeping things turning 

over at just 3-4000rpm gives a spread of 

60-80mph in top gear. 

The action of the DCT box’s gear-

changing was very impressive, going up 

and down through the range seamlessly 

without any rider input. Staying really 

calm with the throttle had the onboard 

computer showing an impressive 100mpg, 

though it more often displayed 60-70mpg. 

Or at least it did after some mental 

arithmetic: it displayed consumption in 

miles-per-litre. And I felt that having to 

reach for the clocks to get this info, rather 

than simply using bar-mounted buttons, 

wasn’t really on for a bike with a price tag 

as high as the Honda’s.

The X-ADV’s 17in front and 15in rear 

wheel might not be the best for dirt tracks, 

but they’re really suited to road riding. 

Largely because of them, the X-ADV 

handled very sweetly indeed. Turning was 

swift, light and predictable and though the 
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 All the information you could want, except 

compass bearing to the next waypoint... 

engine’s overall lameness ultimately 

restricted progress, the Honda was happy 

being hurried through corners. Feel 

through the tyres and supple suspension 

boosted faith and the more I rode it, the 

more I enjoyed the way it could be moved 

along with some urgency. Even with the 

motor’s restricted power dictating outright 

pace, the throaty induction roar and 

pleasing note from the lovely upswept 

exhaust encourages asking more from the 

twin, regardless of how pointless it is. 

By contrast, getting anywhere more 

urgently on the Africa Twin was far easier.  

I rarely felt any need for more power – its 

94bhp didn’t provide especially strong 

drive but the 1000 is usefully flexible, 

especially with its DCT gearbox. The motor 

felt smooth, friendly, very useable and, like 

the X-ADV’s motor, its 270° firing interval 

gave a pleasant exhaust note.

The Africa Twin’s unquestionably a big 

machine, but manageability was still 

excellent. Even with its 21in front wheel, 

steering felt composed with supple, 

well-controlled suspension and excellent 

ABS brakes. There was a greater price for 

the progress though, with 48-55mpg fuel 

consumption (and presumably a greater 

appetite for consumables like tyres) 

making it more expensive to run. 

I felt more comfortable on the Africa 

Twin, primarily because of the more 

conventional riding position. The X-ADV 

did take me on one 150-mile run in a most 

civilised fashion but despite a plush seat 

and effective wind protection, the way my 

feet were positioned felt a little odd. It took 

time to accept where the narrow floor 

boards planted my boots, though I got used 

to it – but putting my feet down in town 

still felt awkward at times with my feet 

forced further apart than I would have 

liked. Paddling at very low speed didn’t feel 

comfortable for me at all. 

Despite some of its greater dimensions, 

the Africa Twin felt more ergonomically 

friendly, as well as easier to mount and 

dismount. I’m pretty short at just 5ft 6in 

but with the seat in the lowest of its two 

positions, I could swing my boot over it 

easily and touch the floor with both feet.

Leaving the road behind
The biggest surprise came when we took to 

the dirt. Actually, that needs to be 

“Getting anywhere 
urgently on the Africa 
Twin was far easier” 
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The Africa Twin is 

at home on and 

off-road, as long 

as the off-road 

home is a plush 

static caravan  

 The Africa Twin’s 

front end is 

distinctive and 

instantly 

recognisable

Busy grips house 

selection 

controls for the 

electronic modes

Spoked front wheel  

uses a tubed tyre
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Honda CRF1000L 
Africa Twin

Carrying the model name made famous by the four-time 

Dakar-winning Africa Twin factory racers in the late 80s, 

the current version follows the 750cc V-twin road bike 

which ran from 1988 to 2003. 

Returning to production as a 998cc parallel twin in 

2016, the latest Africa Twin joined the big adventure bike 

class with a different take. Its 94bhp engine makes 

appreciably less power than its rivals, though its torque 

spread gives it plenty of flexibility. There’s an option of 

DCT and manual gearbox arrangements, the latter being 

£969 cheaper and better suited to off-road use.  

The Honda’s overall dimensions are more compact than 

other big adventure bikes. Not quite as well equipped as 

many of them, the Honda features three-level traction 

control and switchable ABS for the rear brake. Tubed 

tyres are a strange choice, making punctures more 

hassle. A range of official Honda accessories is available 

including panniers, top box, tall screen, crash bars, 

heated grips, fog lights, power socket and centrestand 

– all of which were fitted to our test bike (£14,509).

SPEC HONDA CRF1000L AFRICA TWIN

Price £12,179 Engine 998cc 8v sohc parallel twin, l/c Power 94bhp @ 7500rpm Torque 72lb·ft @ 6000rpm 

Transmission 6-speed DCT, chain Chassis steel-tube semi-cradle Front suspension 45mm forks, 230mm travel,  

fully adjustable Rear suspension monoshock, 220mm travel, adjustable preload and rebound Front brakes 310mm 

discs, 4-piston calipers Rear brake 256mm disc, 1-piston caliper Front tyre 90/90-21 Rear tyre 150/70 R18 

Wheelbase 1575mm Rake/Trail 27.5°/113mm Seat height 850/870mm Kerb weight 242kg Fuel capacity 18.8 litres 

PCP FINANCE 

Price £12,179 Deposit £3427.23 Monthly repayments 36 x £109 Optional final payment £6404.39  

APR 6.9% Total payable £13,755.62 Annual mileage 4000  

“Not having a clutch to cut the link 
between engine and rear wheel 

can be a handicap at times”
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qualified. By ‘dirt’ I mean a 

pretty easy-to-negotiate gravel 

road. Having tackled much 

more challenging terrain on 

the Africa Twin in days gone 

by, I knew it would cope 

easily. And it did. What raised 

eyebrows, not to mention 

quite a smile, was how well 

the X-ADV managed. 

It wasn’t in the same league 

of capability as the bigger bike 

but it coped much better than I expected. 

Lack of suspension travel restricted control 

over rougher terrain and more serious 

challenges, like sections of sloppy mud, 

needed to be avoided. For fuller control, 

you’d want to fit some of the optional 

adventure-style footpegs, though the 

handlebars’ restriction to standing up 

might have to be something you’ll have to 

live with if you’re a taller rider. 

The X-ADV certainly can’t go where the 

Africa Twin can happily venture, but as 

Nathan quite rightly pointed out, for the 

gentle off-road run we took it on, it could 

be viewed as being a lot easier to manage 

than the bigger bike. Both of us liked its 

bar-mounted rear brake, allowing greater 

control of drive provided by the DCT 

arrangement, which we also agreed wasn’t 

best suited to off-roading. Not having a 

clutch to cut the link between engine and 

rear wheel can be a handicap at 

times, and we’d certainly choose 

the manual gearbox version of the 

Africa Twin for dirt riding. On the X-ADV, 

there isn’t a choice.

So what do we think?
After the happy times off-road, Nathan 

went on to extol the 750’s virtues further, 

accepting it as an adventure bike, though 

one more suited to a lower-key style of 

expedition. For winding local backroads, 

and gentle off-road rides on hard-packed 

terrain, the X-ADV certainly cuts the 

mustard. A subsequent return trip to Milton 

Keynes showed me the adventures can be 

longer and still bring contentment though, 

and I would happily point the X-ADV north 

for a tour of Scotland in an instant. 

But, and it’s a big but, neither of us would 

ever consider buying the smaller Honda. It 

may well have turned out to be much more 

remarkable than I first thought, clearly 

displaying greater versatility than we 

expected, and it was entertaining to spend 

time with. But there are far too many other 

choices on the market that can do all the 

X-ADV can and more – many for less 

money. In saying that, it’s pretty clear that 

anyone who does go for it will probably fall 

for the X-ADV in a big way. Maybe it’s not 

aimed so much at biking enthusiasts and 

more at those with bigger pockets and a 

quest for easy-going fun. 

Nathan and I never stopped trying to 

identify who the X-ADV is for but did pass 

a more and more positive verdict on it as 

time and miles went by. The Honda is new 

and novel, something in a class of just one, 

and motorcycling is all the better for it 

being available. After all, there’s no harm in 

a bit of something different, is there? 

“What raised eyebrows was 
how well the X-ADV managed”

 Differences in tank size 

and consumption give 

similar tank ranges

 X-ADV can be fuelled 

while sat, for those who 

like to live dangerously
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COYS AUCTION

ENTRIES ARE INVITED

SOLD IN 2017:

Saturday 17th 

February 2018

ExCel London

LONDON

COYS MOTORCYCLE 
DEPARTMENT
Dan Godin 
Tel. +44 208 614 7888
motorcycles@coys.co.uk 

COYS LONDON
Manor Court, Lower
Mortlake Road, Richmond,
TW9 2LL, United Kingdom
Tel. +44 208 614 7888
Fax +44 208 614 7889
auctions@coys.co.uk
www.coys.co.uk

From the Hitchcock’s 

Motorcycle Collection

c1914 James Model 6 

4¼hp Combination

SOLD: £11,440

1988 Honda VFR 750R 

RC30

SOLD: £21,280

Classic Sports and Racing Motorcycles

1952 Vincent Comet 

Series C

SOLD: £20,160

From the Hitchcock’s 

Motorcycle Collection

1927 Brough Superior 

Overhead Valve 680 

SOLD: £78,400

2001 Ducati 996 SPS

SOLD: £11,200

From the Hitchcock’s 

Motorcycle Collection

1912 Triumph 3.5 HP

Formerly registered 

as ‘OLD 1’ - Ex Bert 

Greeves

SOLD: £10,640

From the Hitchcock’s 

Motorcycle Collection

c1969 Jawa Motocross 

420 - Rare 500cc 

example

SOLD: £19,600

1934 Brough Superior 

680 Junior 

SOLD: £82,500

1994 Honda RVF 750R 

RC45

SOLD: £40,320

From the Hitchcock’s 

Motorcycle Collection

1914 Zenith Gradua - 

770cc V-Twin JAP 

SOLD: £21,840

Coys are delighted to announce for the third year running the only classic motorcycle auction to 
be held in the world’s greatest capital city, which unsurprisingly due to its location boasted record-
breaking results as illustrated below. 

Due to the unrivalled success of the event in 2017, entries will be strictly limited and oversubscription 
is to be expected for such an auction held in London at the world’s most important motorcycle 
show.

If you are interested in selling your classic or historic sporting or racing motorcycle, please contact 
one of our international specialists listed below.

COYS MOTORCYCLE 
DEPARTMENT EUROPE
Giuliano Fazi 
+39 335 148 8303
giuliano.fazi@coys.co.uk
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Championship-winning superbike is useable on the road
SUZUKI GSX-R1000
2005 - 2016

F
OR A BRIEF period in the late 80s, Suzuki’s big sportsbike — the 

GSX-R1100 — ruled the roost. Then sportsbikes moved on while 

the 1100 stood still and it wasn’t until 2001 that Suzuki turned 

things around with the brutally effective GSX-R1000 K1. 

Nevertheless, the opposition soon caught up, so by 2005 a new 

version was needed to keep up the momentum. 

The K5 was an evolution of the K1-K4 version, but a big one — better 

suspension, better brakes, less weight and new clothes. Oh, and more 

power — Suzuki claimed 178bhp, 16bhp up on the outgoing model.

It worked on the track — Troy Corser took the 2005 World Superbike 

title (Suzuki’s first) and Suzuki, the manufacturer’s crown. And it 

worked on the road too, with excellent poise in the corners and on the 

brakes, and more power than all its rivals. It beat everyone by 10bhp but 

more importantly it was strong all the way through the midrange.

Subsequent models from 2007-on saw the GSX-R increasingly 

hamstrung by emission and noise regs, but it remained a fine bike — it 

was just that the competition moved on, going up in power and down in 

weight. Remarkably, it remained fundamentally unchanged from its last 

major update in 2009 until the all-new, electronics-laden, 2017 model 

appeared. That means 2005-2016 bikes make great used buys.

A lightweight, muscly, fuel-injected inline four in a twin-spar 

aluminium frame with fully adjustable suspension and radial 

brakes. Conventional, you say? Indeed, but all GSX-R1000s 

 — they evolved a bit over the years — also come with 

exceptional road manners: stability; flexibility and more 

practicality than a top-flight litre sportsbike should have. 

WHAT IS IT?

WHAT TO PAY

What’s it like 
on the road?
Bloody fast, as you’d imagine — 180mph on an 

imaginary Autobahn — but that’s far from the whole 

story. There’s no drama when you hit the starter 

button — at least on standard exhausts. That comes 

when you let the clutch out and wind the throttle on 

hard. 160+ genuine horsepower is always going to 

be entertaining but it’s the way it delivers — you’ve 

got a tall first gear (90mph-ish at the redline) 

which, with the linear power delivery, means you 

can scream away from the line without getting 

smacked in the face by the top yoke. At the other 

end of the scale, you can toddle along smoothly in 

top in a 50 limit and it’ll pull cleanly away when you 

hit the open road, no snatch, no coughing and no 

spluttering. It’s entirely civilised. But bang down a 

£4000-£6000
Plenty of choice of 2005-2008 models in good condition, 

sensible miles and probably with some nice extras.

£6000-£10,000
2009 onwards, and lots of them. Don’t stress over age — 

look for mileage and condition, as well as sensible upgrades.

couple of gears and really start exploring the 

power and the world starts changing shape. Of 

course, all big sportsbikes can do this but 

somehow the GSX-R manages to stay civilised 

even when you’re being a delinquent, in exactly 

the same way that, say, a ZX-10R doesn’t. From 

2007 onwards, there’s a little less of that 

midrange shove (more on that later) but a little 

more top end. Braking is two-finger sharp on the 

road, although it is a little bit inclined to fade at 

the track. Handling-wise, earlier bikes are 

perhaps the sharpest, but later ones tend to be 

more stable on bumpy roads. At least, they are 

once you get the suspension set up to suit. On 

standard settings, they’re a bit harsh on anything 

but perfect tarmac.

“There’s no drama 
when you hit the 
starter button”

 As you’d expect with 

a race-inspired road 

bike, it’s a stormer
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Everything you need to go fast on road or track and not a lot else. Apart from the 

three-way switching on K7 models and beyond, there’s nothing in the way of gizmos 

and rider aids (well, until ABS came along as an option in 2014). Even when BMW in 

particular started piling on the tech with the S1000RR, the GSX-R stuck doggedly to 

its analogue approach (you get the impression the designers would have used 

carburettors if they could have got away with it). Fortunately that’s just how owners 

like it — they want the purity of throttle, brake, clutch and gearbox, unfiltered by 

electronics. There’s also the handy bonus that there’s a lot less to go wrong...

What you do get is switchable power modes from 2007, along with adjustable 

footrests, a smart steering damper, gear position indicator and an unwelcome extra 

in the first of a series of aesthetically-disastrous exhausts. These were legislation-

induced but it’s as though Suzuki’s designers gave up, saying ‘You know what, 

everyone’s going to change the pipes anyway, so why should we bother?’

From 2009-on, you get a big technological makeover, with a whole new chassis 

wrapped around an all-new engine. It looked more or less like the old bike though, so 

most people will only notice the Showa Big Piston Forks — and an even uglier pair of 

exhaust cans (designers now working notice, can’t be bothered). And from 2012, a 

load more tweaks and the move to one huge, single exhaust can (designers now 

cleared desks, tea boy in charge).

What do you get  
for your money?

 If you’re in any doubt as to its 

intentions, a redline that starts 

at 14k should put you straight

 Adjustable Showa BPFs 

(2009-on) allow bespoke 

set-up for all riders

Smooth and 

aerodynamic front end 

helps terminal velocity

 If the engine on a  

bike you’re looking at 

resembles this, walk away

 The GSX-R1000 is 

in the business of 

going fast. And 

business is good
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What owners say…
MOST OWNERS ARE mature and 

experienced — not just with sportsbikes, 

as many have come through years of 

dirt bikes and touring as well. They all 

appreciate the way the GSX-R isn’t as 

single-minded as some sportsbikes. 

Garry Matthews is typical: “My 

preference is for sports bikes but my 

hips and knees are too stiff to ride them 

for long nowadays. Then I tried a GSX-R 

L2, adjusted the footrests to the lowest 

setting and it’s very roomy - the most 

comfortable of the non-rider-aided 

bikes. It has a great engine for road use 

and plush suspension too. I’ve been to 

the Eifel mountains as well as the 

Nürburgring and back to Belgium. 

Cruised at 90mph and averaged around 

50mpg on the autobahns.”

Jim Vettrino’s another hugely 

experienced rider (he still has his 

Laverda Jota from the 70s...). “I had a 

GSX-R600, then a mate let me have a 

ride on his 1000 K7 and guess what 

— yep, smitten. I was fortunate that my 

wife bought me the new K8 for my 50th! 

It’s creamy smooth, very comfortable 

and great at scratching or touring. I use 

mine mainly for weekend fun and my 

Fazer for everyday use. It’s brilliant for 

weekends away, as it can carry a small 

when all the prices rocketed and I think 

the K9 was about £2000 dearer, so I got 

a bargain. In 2009 I did my first track day 

on it and was hooked. Unfortunately in 

2013, I had a nasty accident on the road 

and ended up sliding back-first into a 

kerb and breaking all the ribs on my right 

hand side, as well as other bones. The 

bike damage was limited to the back end 

(tail, subframe, exhaust mainly) but even 

so it was a Cat C write-off. I bought it 

back from the insurers, sourced a  race 

fairing and made it a track-only bike. In 

2015, I started racing it with 

Thundersport GB. I’m now in my second 

season and the bike has been through 

hell and back but never missed a beat.”

Stuart Goodson tried a track day, got hooked 

and now races his in Thundersport GB

“A mate let me have a 
ride - yep, smitten” 

Jim Vettrino GSX-R1000 owner

even crash quite well!”

Stu Goodson knows all about that — his 

K8 went down the road but 

found a new lease of life...  

“I had a GSX-R750 K6 — I 

wasn’t even in the market 

for a new bike as I loved my 

750, but went to Crescent 

Suzuki for a coffee and a 

look round and noticed that 

the 1000s were on offer and 

actually cheaper than the 

750. The 1000s were 

reduced due to the new K9 

model about to be released, 

so they wanted to clear the 

K8s from the showroom. 

The following year was 

amount of luggage if you are 

creative. The bike has three engine 

modes but I have never used any 

but full power, so no idea if they 

make a difference. They never 

break down — my friend’s K7 now 

has over 80,000 miles on it. They 

What will 
it cost me?
Insurance
A 45-year-old rider with a good record living 

in London will be looking at at least £500 for 

fully comprehensive (and that’s with a hefty 

Excess of £1450) and half of that for Third 

Party, Fire and Theft (TPF&T).  It’s a very 

different story out in the country — the same 

rider in rural Leicestershire can get fully comp 

for under £180 (with a £500 excess) and 

TPF&T for just £125.

SPEED MPG RANGE

Slow 48 170 miles

Average 43 149 miles

Fast 35 125 miles

FUEL ECONOMY

Bridgestone S21
£243 a pair
 You don’t buy tyres like this 

to be hard-wearing... lots of 

grip but really best for track 

days and sunny Sundays. For 

everyday use, the T30 Evo 

gets the nod at £231 a pair and 

should last twice as long.

Dunlop Sportsmart 
2 Max £229 a pair
 Lots of love for Dunlops out 

there - these are the latest 

sticky version but the older 

Qualifier II is popular too, as 

well as the sports-touring 

Roadsmart III, pricier at £234 

a pair but harder wearing.

Avon 3D Ultra 
Sport £152
 Not the stickiest rubber out 

there but not bad either, and 

at that price... Get them (or 

the harder-wearing 3D-XM) 

while you can before they’re 

replaced with a new (and more 

expensive) version.

Owners’ tyre tips

Prices are mail order. Add £6 per pair for P&P. Source SMD Tyres: 01942 604511

Garry Matthews likes his GSX-R 

as it offers a combination of 

performance and comfort  
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Bring your classic ££££s TO BE WON
Cash prizes awarded for “BEST IN SHOW” Email: info@livepromotions.co.uk

BOOK ADVANCED TICKETS NOW  GET THE LOWEST PRICE!
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Owners and mechanics highlight the weak spots

1 
ENGINE

These are tough units — you’re far 

more likely to have trouble with 

minor sensor and electrical faults than 

anything mechanical. All they ask for are 

frequent oil changes and the odd tweak 

of the valve clearances. And if you run 

them on quality super unleaded, they’ll 

not need much valve tweaking anyway.  

Trackday regulars (and some road 

riders) fit a manual camchain tensioner. 

There’s no performance benefit but it 

reduces noise in between clicks.

2 
ELECTRICS

No fundamental problems, 

beyond the usual gremlins with 

fuel injection sensors and fault codes. 

Most problems come from aftermarket 

alarms causing problems and ageing 

connections and wiring. Corroded 

connectors, bad earths and overheated 

charging circuit wiring and connectors 

are possible sources of grief on early 

bikes. There’s the possibility of water 

ingress to fuse box (and occasionally,  

ECU) in torrential rain. There were 

stories of clutch switch failure as well. 

You can bypass it to get you home, but 

the ECU will put it into low power mode.

3 
RECALLS

All models from K5 to L3 had a 

potential problem with a brake 

Know your...
Suzuki GSX-R1000s

2007-2008 GSX-R1000 K7/K8
Slightly more power and three-way mapping  

but now with twin exhausts and extra catalytic 

converters. 10mm longer wheelbase, very slight 

geometry change, thicker brake discs and 

adjustable rearsets. Electronic steering damper, 

high and low speed compression damping 

adjustment for forks and shock. £4500-£6500

2009-2011 GSX-R1000 K9/L0/L1
Visually very similar, except for redesign of twin 

pipes. Lots of changes under the skin, with shorter 

stroke and bigger bore, variable inlet tracts, big 

valves and higher compression. A new chassis too, 

with shorter wheelbase but longer swing arm, and 

Showa Big Piston Forks. £5500-£6800

2012-2016 GSX-R1000 L2/L3/
L4/L5/L6

Revised styling and lots of tweaks — lighter 

pistons, different cams and some head work for 

the engine and new forks and monoblock brakes 

for the chassis. Return to a single exhaust. ABS 

arrives as an option for 2014. No more changes 

until the all-new 2017 model. £6000-£10,000

2005-2006 GSX-R1000 K5/K6
 Complete update of earlier model. More power 

and torque from larger capacity, lighter pistons, 

titanium valves, twin injectors. Revised 

suspension, radial caliper brakes.

£4000-£6000

master cylinder component corroding 

and giving off gas into the fluid. K7 

models were recalled for a potential 

problem with the idle control sensor and 

ECU settings. K9 to L1 bikes were 

recalled for a problem with the side 

stand mounting bolts which could come 

loose and interrupt the switch 

connector, cutting the ignition. L1 to L4 

models had a potential problem with the 

left side chain adjuster block, which 

could slip and let the wheel swing round, 

possibly letting the chain fall off.

4 
BRAKES

Strong when new, although even 

the later monoblocks fade under 

hard use on the track. That’s more down 

to pads than the brakes though — 

aftermarket race-spec pads give more 

power for longer, at the expense of feel. 

The calipers do need regular cleaning 

though — they’re prone to dust building 

up on the pistons and causing them to 

stick. At service time, remove the pads 

from one caliper at a time and use the 

lever to gently push the pistons out until 

you can see enough to clean them (use a 

bit of wood to stop them popping all the 

way out). They should all move at the 

same rate, but usually one or two will 

drag more than the others. Use a 

toothbrush and brake cleaner to gently 

remove all trace of deposits.

What to look out for...

2
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Service schedule 
There’s nothing much to deter the home 

mechanic from working on a GSX-R1000 — 

access is reasonable (by modern standards) 

and there’s no complicated gadgetry to deal 

with — it’s just a big, conventional bike. You’ll be 

wise to invest in a paddock stand though. The 

full factory service manual is easy to find as a 

download. The service schedule’s a bit 

nonsensical, obviously designed to drive 

workshop traffic. Oil change and general checks 

at 4000 miles; oil and spark plugs changed at 

7500; oil, filter and air filter changed at 11,000 

and valve clearances checked at 14,500 miles. 

Sensible owners adapt the schedule to the real 

world — oil changes every 4000 miles, filters 

and plugs changed every 8000, all of the above 

plus valve clearances at 16k. In addition, coolant 

and brake fluid are due a change every two 

years and brake hoses at four-year intervals. 

New and used parts prices
Don’t assume OE parts will be prohibitive. For a 

2009 model, genuine oil and air filters are 

£12.82 and £26.30 respectively, a genuine 

battery is £52.47 and front discs are a very 

reasonable £127.81 each (we’ve seen used ones 

listed for more than that). Mirrors are £72.60 

each and clip-ons £78.43 a piece, while genuine 

brake pads are thirty quid a pair including 

shims. Wemoto can undercut those prices with 

pattern bits of course — £5.28 and £14.50 for oil 

and air filters, and £20.92 for HH-rated brake 

pads. They can also do a de-cat Y-piece for the 

exhaust at about £160, fork seals for £8.56 a 

pair and a complete chain and sprocket kit for 

less than a ton. 

There’s no shortage of used parts either — 

unsurprisingly though, they tend to be from 

heavily crashed bikes, so cosmetics and front 

end parts are harder to find. A quick trawl 

through the usual venues online turned up brake 

calipers at £130 the pair, forks for around £500 

the pair and radiators from around £200.

4

6

7
fasteners and engine paint, especially 

what’s hidden behind the bodywork. 

7 
SUSPENSION

It’s high quality kit but a lot of 

riders — especially lighter ones — 

find that standard settings leave them 

shaken not stirred on bumpy roads. 

There’s enough adjustment in the 

standard internals to find a compromise 

for most road riders. So a set-up by a 

specialist to suit your weight and style is 

well worth the investment. For bikes 

with Showa BPFs, many owners said 

they thought the action was harsh when 

new, but ran itself in and softened after 

a couple of thousand miles.

On all models, regular fork oil changes 

are essential — not just for performance 

but because old contaminated oil can 

wear through the ultra-thin anti-friction 

coatings on the stanchions. Also worth 

regularly cleaning behind the lips of the 

dust seals — grit gets caught there.

8 
GREASE

Swingarm and suspension pivots 

and head bearings tend to be 

sparsely lubed from new and often 

ignored by owners (and dealers — 

there’s no specific service requirement 

for regular greasing). Worth a squirt of 

oil every now and then on brake and 

clutch levers and both pedals, too.

9 
GENERAL CONDITION

Big fast bikes wear stuff out fast  

so it makes sense to check all 

that stuff carefully. A lot of GSX-R1000s 

find their way onto the track, which is 

fine for the odd trackday and it’s even 

fine to buy a dedicated track bike if you 

know that’s what you’re buying. But 

don’t get caught out by a track hack with 

shiny bodywork. Check for lockwiring, 

gravel rash under the skin, chipped 

wheels from constant tyre changing and 

worn/chewed suspension adjusters.

Parts and 
servicing

5 
MODIFICATIONS

Most owners head straight for an 

aftermarket exhaust and dyno 

set-up. From the K7 onwards, the 

compromises necessary to get through 

noise and emissions tests are evident 

— a bit less of that thumping midrange. 

You can get it back though, but it’s more 

than just end cans — get rid of the 

catalysts in the mid-section, which 

means a new link pipe and a Power 

Commander or similar to allow fuelling 

changes, and a proper dyno set-up.

Some riders reckon swapping to a 

190/55 rear tyre instead of a 190/50 

helps sharpen the steering a bit, 

especially on longer wheelbase K7/K8.

6 
FINISH

The bodywork’s very prone to 

stone chips (so is the radiator — 

worth fitting a stone guard), but it’s the 

finish on the engine and bracketry that 

can really make a GSX-R1000 look tatty. 

It’s hard to get it looking nice again once 

the rot takes hold, without wholesale 

dismantling and refinishing. If you’re 

looking at a used bike — even a very 

recent one — then take a good look at 

“All they ask for are 
frequent oil changes 
and the odd tweak”

 A track-used GSX-R 

is fine, as long as it 

has been looked 

after properly
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“We love these -  
always have, always will”

THE  VERDICT

SPEC 2005 SUZUKI GSX-R1000 K5

Engine 999cc dohc inline four, 4v per cyl, l/c

Power (measured) 159.2bhp @ 11,400rpm

Torque (measured) 80.1lb·ft @ 9500rpm

Transmission 6-speed, chain

Chassis aluminium twin spar

Front suspension 43mm forks, 120mm travel, 

adjustable preload, rebound and compression

Rear suspension monoshock, 130mm travel, 

adjustable preload, rebound and compression

Front brake 310mm discs, 4-piston calipers

Rear brake 220mm disc, 2-piston caliper

Front tyre 120/70 ZR17

Rear tyre 190/50 ZR17

Wheelbase 1405mm

Rake/trail 23.8°/96mm

Seat height 810mm

Fuel tank 18 litres

Kerb weight 199kg

Coming soon...
In future issues we’ll be running used buying guides on the 2013-on KTM 1190 Adventure, 

the 2012-on Kawasaki Versys 1000 and the 2012-on Honda Crosstourer. If you own (or 

owned) one of these, we want to hear from you. Email Kev at ridemagazine@orange.fr

WE LOVE THESE — always have, always 

will. The detail changes a little depending 

on which model you have, as you might 

imagine, but then again, perhaps not as 

much as you might imagine. Maybe that’s 

because from the overall looks, to the 

riding position to the braking feel, the 

evolution of the GSX-R from 2005 to 

2016 was gradual enough to keep the 

essence of the original while adding 

posher suspension, better brakes and 

more power. In fact, many owners 

reckon you’re better off with a properly 

sorted K5 than a shiny new L6, as the 

early bike isn’t hamstrung by emissions 

and noise regs. We wouldn’t necessarily 

argue. Whichever you choose, you’ll find 

it relatively roomy (especially from the 

K7 on with its adjustable footrests) and 

relatively comfortable for a sportsbike. 

The great thing is that even if they’re 

ridden fast on the road, they’re rarely 

thrashed — there just isn’t room... So 

although suspension and brakes can 

take a hammering, the engines are 

barely stressed for most of their lives. 

So you get reliability, speed, power and 

practicality in one package. Yes, a 

ZX-10R’s madder, an R1 can beat it round 

a track and an S1000RR is more high 

tech but as a pure road sportsbike, a 

GSX-R1000 is more or less perfect. 

USEFUL CONTACTS
www.mcnbikesforsale.com

www.gixxer.com

www.robinsonsfoundry.co.uk

www.gixerboyz.co.uk

As an all-round road 

and track package, 

the GSX-R1000 is  

hard to beat



HEARING PROTECTORS BIKER

HEAR THE DIFFERENCE
WITH UNIQUE PATENTED

CERAMIC FILTER

AVAILABLE FROM MOTORCYCLE RETAILERS OR AT WWW.AURITECH.CO.UK  -  T 01483 516434

They do exactly what they 
promise and after six weeks of 
daily use, I was very pleased.

MCN Quality Rating

 Reduces wind & road noise

 Allows communication and intercom use

 Universal fit

NEW 

IMPROVED

• LONGER LASTING 

• IMPROVED FIT 

& COMFORT
RRP

£19.95

sena
# R I D E C O N N E C T E D

www.sena.com

[            ]
Motorcycle Bluetooth®

Communication Systems

& Action-Cameras

10S

20S EVO

10C

THE YOUNG BLOOD

T E PROFESSIONAL

THE COMBO

The SENA 20S helps you enjoy 
your ride to the fullest by keeping 
you in touch with up to eight of 
your buddies, up to 1.2 miles 
away.

The SENA 20S EVO helps you 
e oy your ride to the fullest by 
k ping you in touch with up to 
e ht of your buddies, up to 1.2 
m les away. 

By combining SENA´s global 
Bluetooth leadership, innovative 
headset devices and camera tech-
nology into one powerful setup, 
the SENA 10C is a truly complete 
solution.

SENA 30K

DISCOVER THE NEXT GENERATION 

OF COMMUNICATION

Talk to up to 16 rider for a range up to 8 km  (min. of 5 rider) 
with SENA‘s MESH-Technology. Additionally you can pair your 
30K up to 3 other headsets via Bluetooth 4.1.  It supports 
Audio Multitasking, Advanced Noise Control, Universal Inter-
com, FM Radio and much more. 
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APPLY ONLINE NOW

www.adventurebikeshop.co.uk

t: 01787 372901 e: info@adventurebikeshop.co.uk

Unit 19, Inca Business Park, Acton, Suffolk CO10 0BB

Made for the brave....

URBAN RETRO

@Adventure_BikesAdventure.Bike.Shop

SAND URBAN
AN INSTANT CLASSIC

£69.99

OPEN FACE HELMETS

£259 £349.99

    Thermo plastic moulded construction
    EC2205 approved
    Quick release fastening
    Removable cheek pads
    Removable centre pads
    Integral drop down tinted visor

More suitable to the  urban jungle than the 
real jungle.  Traditional wax coated look using stylish 
 polycotton 2L material. SEESMART™  CE-level 1 
 protectors.  Waterproof  detachable hydratex® 
 membrane and thermal liner.

The Drifter is designed to master the 72-hour adventure.  
A recon mission in the Tetons, running down the underwater 
caves of the Yucatan, or traversing the wildlife of Amsterdam 
nights, the Drifter will get you in – and out – of your next 
odyssey.  Built with the quality you expect from KLIM®.

£399.99
DRIFTER JACKET

Nothing beats the experience of warm wind blown
 into your face  during a ride on a nice summer evening 
with your bike  All your senses focused on the road and the 
world in front of you.  You become one with your bike. The 
perfect combination of man and machine.
The J•O is the perfect companion for this unique experience. 

REBEL AGAINST 
 THE NORM  

Our exclusive new Roomoto MR7+ lining 
outperforms our previous linings by more 

than double, with over 7.46 seconds of road 
abrasion or over 75 metres in slide time. 

Visit your local store or dragginjeans.net



At the risk of catastrophically offending our F800GS-owning deputy 

editor, we’re siding with the Triumph on this one. Both are excellent 

all-round adventurers but the Tiger is smoother and more sophisticated, 

with better suspension, greater comfort and a larger fuel tank. The BMW 

is stronger in places — fuel economy, dirt dexterity, cornering ground 

clearance — but the Triumph is the superior road bike overall. 

DECEMBER 2017 | 77

 USED BIKES

THE  VERDICT

HELPING YOU CHOOSE BETWEEN TWO GREAT USED BIKES

TO

 The Triumph Tiger 

800XC gets Simon’s 

vote, as the better 

all-rounder

 The BMW F800GS was 

everything MFG 

wanted from an 

adventurer

I’ve defended the naked BMW F800R against a Street 

Triple in these pages. And in the last RiDE I took a faired 

F800GT to Luxembourg and loved it. But I spent all last 

year with an F800GS and had to be careful not to hurt 

the feelings of F800GS owner Martin: “What cretin 

would choose one of these instead of a Tiger 800XC?” etc. But the 

gloves are off now, because that’s the reality. 

I bet he mentions the torque. Back in 2011, when we saw the GS make 

more torque and only a sniff less power than the Tiger, we were both 

gobsmacked. I didn’t believe it then and still don’t. The Tiger feels way 

torquier; a proper, revvy big bike motor. The GS is asthmatic. 

The Triumph feels physically larger too; more substantial and durable. 

Maybe not as useful off road as a GS, but who does that stuff anyway? 

What matters is I rode a Tiger 800XC to Vienna a few years ago and it 

was perfect for touring. The GS would be like flossing yer bum for a 

week – and a loaded Tiger won’t weave on knobblies at speed, either. 

I’ll conclude the argument with a line from 2011 again: “Motorways, 

town, off-road, even track… it’s pretty good at all of them. The one thing 

that would make the Tiger 800XC even more all-round would be if it had 

wings and could fly. It already does everything else.”  

SIMON HARGREAVES

I remember the moment I fell in love with the F800GS: a 

summer evening in 2011, after several days testing it with 

the then-new Tiger 800XC on backroads, motorways, 

muddy byways and even a sodden Brands Hatch. The 

Tiger should have chewed up and spat out the GS – more 

power, more cylinders, newer design – but that wasn’t what happened. 

The BMW’s thrumming parallel twin was a double-barrelled epitome of 

efficiency, making more torque and using less petrol than the Triumph’s 

whistling, wasteful triple. The F800 was lighter, slimmer and trimmer, 

like it had been down the gym while the Tiger sat around on the sofa. 

But most striking was the difference in character: the GS had the lithe, 

purposeful, pulsing sensations of an authentic adventurer; the Tiger felt 

like a road bike that had raided the dressing-up box.

The F800GS brought together everything I wanted in a true 

all-rounder. Big enough to ride all day in comfort; small enough to cut 

through clogged traffic. Genuinely capable off-road, but poised and 

precise on tarmac. Classy and substantial enough to feel proper pride 

of ownership, but keenly priced with modest running costs.

In 2014 I bought an 11-plate F800GS, with heated grips, Givi topbox, 

comfort seat and Barkbuster handguards. Just as impressive was that 

reality lived up to three years of fantasy. MARTIN FITZ-GIBBONS

2011-2014 Triumph Tiger 800XC
 £4000-£7000  94bhp  129mph  215kg (kerb)  799cc inline triple 

“The best middleweight all-rounder” 

2008-2016 BMW F800GS
 £3900-£9500  84bhp  128mph  207kg (kerb)  798cc parallel twin

“An authentic, affordable adventurer”  
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 USED BIKES

LIVING LEGENDS OF MOTORCYCLING

Where did it come from?

Japanese licensing rules in the 80s and 

early 90s meant a super-strict extra test 

to ride anything over 400cc, so big bikes 

went for export while the tiddlers — two-

stroke 250s and four-stroke 400s — ruled 

the roost at home. That created a hyper- 

competitive, fashion-led domestic 

market; so for a decade, this was where 

a lot of the really interesting stuff was 

happening in bike design and tech. The 

original RGV250 VJ21 of 1988 was a huge 

step on from the earlier RG and obviously 

very closely styled on Suzuki’s Grand Prix 

bikes. But it was 1991’s VJ22 that really 

set jaws dropping. Upside-down forks, 

twin stingers on one side of a trick 

banana-shaped swing arm, looks from 

the grid and brakes that could stop a 

superbike. Oh, and an incredible (and 

genuine) 200bhp per litre in a production 

bike, with more available for racers.

#28 Suzuki RGV250 VJ22

Q I’m considering a Triumph 

Rocket III as my next bike. 

What should I be looking for 

with used ones?

A Most of it’s common sense 

stuff: condition is critical, 

paying particular attention to any 

signs that it’s been dropped, not to 

mention how much life is in that 

expensive 240-width rear tyre and 

other consumables. You need a 

service history confirming recall 

work has been done (mostly ECU 

updates on 07 and 14 bikes but the 

very earliest ones had a shaftdrive 

recall). It can be hard on the clutch 

and gearbox, if it’s been abused or 

done a lot of fast launches. It’s a 

robust and reliable machine though.

Q I know it’s a big bike, but I’m 

a tall bloke and I’m feeling a 

bit cramped on my Honda 

XL1000V Varadero. What can I 

do to get more leg room?

A Start by lowering the footpegs. 

SW Motech does a kit to drop 

What changed?

Not a lot. In 1992 there was a revised 

power-valve assembly, a remote 

reservoir shock and a slightly different 

seat unit (two vents instead of three), a 

new braced swing arm in 1993 and 

upgraded carbs for 1994. Then no 

changes ’til its demise at the end of 1996.

Why do people like it?

Are you blind? It’s gorgeous! And it still 

works its magic — on modern tyres and 

with refreshed suspension, a lightly 

tuned RGV is still a potent package, with 

only the clunky gearbox letting it down a 

bit. Maybe if two-stroke development 

had continued to the present day, the 

RGV would have been consigned to 

history by now, but 90s 250s represent 

the technological high-water mark 

for production strokers, so as long 

as there’s a supply of spare pistons 

and posh oil to be had, there’ll be 

plenty of people thrashing them  

on road and track.

Cult rating 4/5

Maybe not so sought after as some 

models of Honda’s NSR250 (none of 

which were officially imported to the UK), 

but not far off. And the super-rare SP 

version — with dry clutch, close ratio 

gearbox and the comprehensive race kit 

option — is even more desirable.

The problem is...

Not just one problem, but several. Firstly,  

finding one. So many were crashed, 

stolen, raced and abused that good ones 

are hard to find. Secondly, it’s a highly 

tuned two-stroke — it needs a lot of 

maintenance even when it’s in perfect 

condition. And if you don’t use it 

regularly, it’ll be even worse — they don’t 

like being sat for long periods. Crank 

seals harden, two-stroke oil congeals, 

carbs gum up and tanks rust out. 

Without the RGV250...

Life would have gone on but it wouldn’t 

have been so much fun... 

them by 15mm, which could 

make all the difference 

(£98.99, www.motohaus.

com). If that’s not enough, 

look at getting a bit more seat 

height. More supportive foam or a 

gel insert that doesn’t compress 

like the standard seat should help 

– this is usually a custom operation 

so can be tailored to your height. 

There are several companies offering 

this kind of service, some of whom 

may even be able to make the seat 

slightly taller (try www.saddlecraft.

com, www.motorcycleseatworks.

co.uk). Another option would be an 

Airhawk inflatable seat cushion 

(£135, www.motohaus.com). 

Q My much-loved KTM 1190 

Adventure has started 

draining its battery – if I leave it 

unridden for more than a week 

then I never know if it’ll start. 

My dealer can’t find a fault and 

they say the battery’s fine. 

Could it be the tracker?

A Probably. We had a similar 

problem with one of our test 

bikes the other year. Unfortunately, 

while leaving the bike on a trickle 

charger might stop the tracker 

draining the battery, if it has been 

damaged by a total discharge, it may 

hold a charge for a short while but 

not for the long term. Your only 

option is to get a new battery.

“A lightly tuned RGV is  
still a potent package”

Check any 

Rocket III 

hasn’t been 

abused. 

Ahem...  

Constantly draining battery could 

be due to the tracker
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There’s nothing worse than being caught out in 

the rain. A set of waterproofs will keep you dry 

but which one- or two-piece suit fits the bill?

Words Stuart Barker Pictures Mark ‘Weeble’ Manning

O
NE OF THE biggest downsides of riding a bike is getting wet. 

It’s uncomfortable, it’s a distraction and it makes any journey 

feel so much longer and more unpleasant. No-one likes it. But 

if you choose the right waterproof suit, you need never get 

wet again. For less than fifty quid, you can make every ride a 

dry ride and never have to worry about what the weather’s doing.

There are many waterproof suits on the market and, just like 

leathers, they come in one-piece and two-piece options. Two-piece 

suits are quicker to get on, and they offer you the chance of wearing 

only the jacket (if it’s just a light shower and you already have leather 

trousers on) or only the trousers (if, say, you’re wearing a textile jacket 

but have jeans on your bottom half). One-piece suits have fewer gaps 

for the rain to get in and can be less bulky to roll up and store away. So 

first you’ll need to decide which suit suits you. 

One- and two-piece
Waterproof suits
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Five things to look for
1 WEAR THEM 

PROPERLY  
No matter how good a waterproof 

suit is, it will fail if you don’t wear it 

properly. Be sure to cover your neck 

with a waterproof tube to prevent 

rain running down the gap at the back 

of the collar. Similarly, wear your 

gloves inside the sleeves to prevent 

water running down the arms into 

your gloves, and don’t tuck the legs 

into your boots for the same reason. 

2 SIZING 
Waterproofs need to be big enough to 

fit over any riding gear you’re already 

wearing so you may need to buy a 

suit one size larger than expected. 

But don’t buy an oversized suit or it 

will billow and act like a parachute.

3 TAPED SEAMS 
Using waterproof material to 

make a jacket is no use if water still 

finds its way through the gaps in the 

stitching at the seams. Most 

waterproof suits have ‘taped seams’ 

or ‘welded seams’ which means they 

have been sealed to stop rain from 

seeping through. The easiest way to 

check is to turn the garment inside 

out - the seams should look like 

they’ve been covered with tape. 

4 PACKING AWAY 
Depending on what kind of bike 

you ride and if you have panniers, you 

may need waterproofs to pack up as 

small as possible. Lightweight 

one-piece suits are usually best for 

this but if you have luggage attached 

then size is not as important. Some 

suits come with their own storage/

carrying bags, several of which can 

be worn around your waist.

5 BUILD QUALITY 
While it’s possible to buy 

paper-thin waterproofs at your local 

DIY store for around a tenner, they’re 

not made for biking and could easily 

rip if you place a booted foot in them 

roughly. Go for ones made for biking 

as they really are tailored - and built 

- for our needs more.
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DXR Fender 
£34.99

Sizes: 38-50” chest

Colours: Black
www.sportsbikeshop.co.uk

Made from Nylon, the Fender has a 

mesh lining, two front pockets, foot 

stirrups to prevent it riding up, an 

elasticated belt at the waist, sealed 

seams, a dual flap at the chest, 

reflective panels and adjustable 

Velcro tabs on the legs – all for under 

£35. The grippy Polyester lining 

means your boots can get stuck 

when putting it on and it also makes 

for a sweaty interior pretty quickly. 

There are no zips on the legs and the 

Velcro-fastening flaps are not well 

thought out. The Nylon is less flexible 

than more expensive Polyester suits 

but the price tag reflects that.

SCORES
Time to put on: 2m 10s . . . . . . . . . . . .1/3

Waterproofing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3/3

Build quality/extra features . . . . . . . 2/4

TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6/10

Tuzo Eazi 
£44.99

Sizes: XS-3XL

Colours: Black, Fluoro Yellow/Black
www.mandp.co.uk

A one-piece suit with a high collar 

and storm flap that covers the chest 

area, the Eazi also has a breast 

pocket and handy storage pouch. 

There’s reflective panelling for added 

visibility. The suit is half-lined with 

zip-and-Velcro fastenings at the 

cuffs and an elasticated waist for a 

snug fit. Easy to get on in under two 

minutes thanks to neck-to-right-knee 

zip but the right leg zip got snagged 

in the lining – a common problem 

when rushing. Would benefit from 

longer zips on the legs. Generous-

sized carry pouch means it’s easy to 

stash away again. Decent build but a 

basic suit with minimal adjustment.

SCORES
Time to put on: 1m 48s . . . . . . . . . . . 2/3

Waterproofing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3/3

Build quality/extra features . . . . . . . 2/4

TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7/10

Rev’It Pacific H20 Rain 
Suit £99.99

Sizes: S-3XL

Colours: Black, Neon Yellow
www.revitsport.com

Large diagonal zip-and-Velcro 

opening (from right knee to neck) 

makes getting in and out fairly easy. 

There are hoops on the trouser 

bottoms so you can loop them round 

the soles of your boots to keep them 

from riding up and Velcro adjusters 

at the waist help prevent billowing. 

All seams and zips are taped to 

prevent leaks and there’s reflective 

panelling for added visibility as well 

as one external thigh pocket. Small, 

light and easy to store when rolled up 

in its carry pack. While adjustability 

is good, there are few extras (not 

even a mesh lining) so it’s hard to see 

where the high price tag comes from.

SCORES
Time to put on: 1m 46s . . . . . . . . . . . 2/3

Waterproofing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3/3

Build quality/extra features . . . . . . . 2/4

TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7/10

Oxford Rainseal  
£49.99

Sizes: S-6XL

Colours: Black or Fluoro
www.oxfordproducts.com

While you usually have to buy a size 

larger to fit over your riding gear, 

Oxford’s ‘intelligently-sized’ suits 

account for this so you buy your 

normal size. The Rainseal features 

reflective panels and is adjustable at 

the cuffs, waist and ankles. It’s fully 

lined and has extra long zips and 

water-resistant seams. Bit of a faff 

to get on as the leg zips have flaps so 

do not open fully. They also got 

caught in the lining which slowed 

things down. Baggy when on. An 

integral carry pouch (inside the left 

chest) allows you to fold the suit into 

itself and wear it round your waist. 

SCORES
Time to put on: 2m 09s . . . . . . . . . . . .1/3

Waterproofing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3/3

Build quality/extra features . . . . . . . 2/4

TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6/10
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Richa Typhoon 
£42.99

Sizes: XS-5XL

Colours: Black, Black/Yellow
www.nevis.uk.com

Richa’s affordable Typhoon won 

RiDE’s Best Buy award in our last 

test of waterproof suits and it’s still a 

brilliant buy. It comes with a storage/

carrying bag, has reflective 

Scotchlite panels and also has 

adjustable, elasticated cuffs with a 

Velcro-fastening system to give you 

a snug fit over gloves. As with most 

one-piece suits, the Typhoon took a 

little longer to don than a two-piece 

but it’s still possible in under two 

minutes. This suit is no better than 

the Alpinestars Hurricane or BMW 

ProRain Overalls but it does what 

they do for half the price, which is 

why it wins our best buy award.

SCORES
Time to put on: 1m 52s . . . . . . . . . . . 2/3

Waterproofing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3/3

Build quality/extra features . . . . . . . 3/4

TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8/10

BMW ProRain 
Overall  £120

Sizes: XS-4XL

Colours: Yellow/Dark Grey
www.bmw-motorrad.co.uk

The makers claim the ProRain suit is 

not only waterproof but windproof 

as well. It’s made from anti-slip 

material on the backside and has 

heat-resistant material on the inner 

legs. A high collar helps keep water 

out and there’s a storm hood too for 

when you remove your helmet. 

Reflective panels aid visibility and the 

suit has a large inner pocket on the 

chest. Comes with a storage pouch 

on a belt which can be worn around 

the waist. Big, chunky zips are a nice 

touch and help make this suit easy to 

get on and off, as do the mid-thigh 

length leg zips. There is good 

adjustability too.

SCORES
Time to put on: 1m 31s  . . . . . . . . . . . 2/3

Waterproofing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3/3

Build quality/extra features . . . . . . . 4/4

TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9/10

FLM Stormchaser 
£102.99

Sizes: 38-52” chest

Colours: Black/White
www.sportsbikeshop.com

Waterproof, breathable and featuring 

a windproof membrane, the 

Stormchaser also has a full mesh 

lining and a Polyamide outer 

construction. It’s got one internal and 

one external pocket and has taped 

seams throughout. Big chunky zips 

are easy to work with but it’s easy to 

catch your boots in the mesh lining of 

the trousers when putting the suit 

on. The black and white colour 

scheme offers an alternative to the 

ubiquitous black/yellow of most of 

the other suits.

SCORES
Time to put on: 1m 41s  . . . . . . . . . . . 2/3

Waterproofing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3/3

Build quality/extra features . . . . . . . 3/4

TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8/10

Alpinestars 
Hurricane £110.99

Sizes: S-3XL

Colours: Black, Black/Fluoro Yellow
www.alpinestars.com

The Hurricane suit comes with its 

own storage/carry bag and has a 

mesh lining to allow air to circulate. 

All seams are tape-sealed to make 

them waterproof and the collar, 

wrists and ankles are elasticated to 

ensure a snug and waterproof fit. 

There are Velcro fasteners on the 

arms and the suit has a waterproof 

compartment inside the chest area 

for storing small items. One large zip 

from the neck to the left knee makes 

it quick and easy to get into, as do 

the knee-length zips on the legs. The 

Polyester is light and comfy to wear 

and it can be packed away easily. 

SCORES
Time to put on: 1m 36s . . . . . . . . . . . 2/3

Waterproofing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3/3

Build quality/extra features . . . . . . . 3/4

TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8/10
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DXR Jack Jacket and 
Tactic Trousers 
£24.99 (jacket) 
£19.99 (trousers)

Sizes: 38-50” chest

Colours: Black
www.sportsbikeshop.co.uk

This affordable combo has sealed 

seams throughout and an elasticated 

belt to reduce billowing. Reflective 

detailing aids visibility and there are 

two pockets on the front. With zips 

that run the entire length of the legs, 

you can practically just step into and 

out of this suit – although the zips did 

get caught in the seams during our 

test. The lack of a mesh lining makes 

it a bit sweaty to wear and the 

material is heavy and quite shapeless 

when on. But it does the job and 

keeps the water out.

SCORES
Time to put on: 1m 17s  . . . . . . . . . . . 3/3

Waterproofing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3/3

Build quality/extra features . . . . . . . .1/4

TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7/10

Tucano Urbano Diluvio 
Rex Jacket and 
Trousers £99.99

Sizes: 2XS-4XL

Colours: Black/Yellow
www.tucanourbano.com

Very easy to get on, helped by big, 

chunky zips that don’t get snagged in 

the linings. The Urbano comes with a 

neat carry pouch that has two 

separate compartments for the 

trousers and jacket. Lightweight 

material makes them easy to pack 

away, as do the generously-sized 

carry pouches. The jacket has a 

roll-away hood and internal mesh 

pocket plus there are two external 

pockets. The Polyester material used 

throughout is breathable and the 

jacket has a mesh lining but the 

trousers do not.

SCORES
Time to put on: 1m 27s  . . . . . . . . . . . 3/3

Waterproofing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3/3

Build quality/extra features . . . . . . . 2/4

TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8/10

Oxford Stormseal 
£59.99 (jacket)
£39.99 (trousers)

Sizes: S-6XL

Colours: Black
www.oxfordproducts.com

The Stormseal has a foldaway hood, 

is fully mesh-lined, and has 

water-resistant seams throughout. 

The suit also has high-visibility 

detailing. Easy to get on, thanks to 

huge zips that reach the entire length 

of the legs. This means you can also 

unzip them and just step out of the 

trousers. Doing up all the fixings on 

the jacket slowed things down a 

fraction though. Very baggy and 

shapeless when on and there’s 

limited adjustment and no elasticated 

hem, belt or drawstring on the jacket 

to improve the fit.

SCORES
Time to put on: 1m 45s  . . . . . . . . . . 2/3

Waterproofing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3/3

Build quality/extra features . . . . . . . 2/4

TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7/10

Givi Ridertech 
£65.90

Sizes: S-3XL

Colours: Black, Blue
www.givi.co.uk

This Givi combo comes with its own 

drawstring carrier bag, although it 

can’t be worn as a belt. It’s got a 

double storm flap at the chest and 

reflective inserts. There’s a mesh 

lining in the jacket and ventilation on 

the back (covered by a flap so water 

can’t get in) as well as adjustable 

hook-and-loop fasteners at the 

forearms, neck and ankles. There’s 

also an internal, waterproof pocket. 

The trousers have flaps but no zips 

at the bottom so are tricky to get on 

and it’s a bit of a fiddle securing the 

Velcro at the neck. This suit can be 

donned in just over two minutes.

SCORES
Time to put on: 2m 01s  . . . . . . . . . . .1/3

Waterproofing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3/3

Build quality/extra features . . . . . . . 3/4

TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7/10
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Rev’It Nitric 2 H2O 
Jacket, Sphinx trousers     
£79.99 (jacket) 
£69.99 (trousers)

Sizes: XS-3XL

Colours: Black, Black/Neon Yellow
www.revitsport.com

This combo is bulky to store. It’s easy 

to get the trousers on and off though, 

thanks to full-length zips. The zip and 

popper system on the jacket takes a 

little longer to do up. There’s a storm 

hood which can be rolled away into 

the collar. Adjustable at the waist, 

cuffs and ankles and with a 

drawstring on the hem of the jacket. 

There’s also reflective detailing and 

the Polyester material is breathable. 

Both have a mesh lining and the 

jacket has one internal and two 

external waterproof pockets.

SCORES
Time to put on: 1m 29s . . . . . . . . . . . 3/3

Waterproofing:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3/3

Build quality/extra features: . . . . . . 3/4

TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9/10

FLM Sports Reflector   
£74.99 (jacket)
£64.99 (trousers)

Sizes: 40-48” (jacket) 30-36” 

(trousers) Colours: Grey/Yellow
www.sportsbikeshop.co.uk

Made from soft and lightweight 

Polyamide material, the Sports 

Reflector two-piece has an 

integrated balaclava tucked away in 

the collar. It’s elasticated at the 

cuffs, waist and ankles for a snug fit 

and has welded, waterproof seams 

throughout. Supremely easy and fast 

to put on – taking just over a minute. 

The grippy pads on the backside of 

the trousers are a nice touch and 

help prevent you slipping around on 

your bike’s wet seat. A well-made 

suit that you’ll certainly be seen in.

SCORES
Time to put on: 1m 04s . . . . . . . . . . . 3/3

Waterproofing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3/3

Build quality/extra features . . . . . . . 3/4

TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9/10

Richa Rain Warrior 
£32.99 (jacket)
£19.99 (trousers)

Sizes: XS-5XL

Colours: Black/Yellow
www.nevis.uk.com

A no-nonsense waterproof combo 

with an elasticated and belted waist 

to ensure a snug fit and prevent the 

jacket from billowing at speed. The 

matching Polyester trousers are a bit 

baggy when on and don’t fasten 

neatly at the bottom but, like the 

jacket, are perfectly waterproof. It’s 

no drama to put this suit on, due to 

the simple zip-and-Velcro fastening 

on the jacket and Velcro-only 

fastenings on the legs. Two external 

and one internal pocket in the jacket, 

plus reflective detailing. Packs away 

into two small mesh carry bags. 

SCORES
Time to put on: 1m 35s . . . . . . . . . . . 2/3

Waterproofing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3/3

Build quality/extra features . . . . . . . 3/4

TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8/10

BMW Rainlock Jacket 
and Trousers   
£85 (jacket) 
£65 (trousers)

Sizes: XS-4XL

Colours: Blue (jacket), Anthracite 

(trousers)
www.bmw-motorrad.co.uk

Windproof and with a removable 

hood in the collar, the Rainlock jacket 

has a waterproof inner pocket and 

two outer pockets with drainage. 

There’s reflective print on the arms 

and chest of the Polyester jacket and 

it’s designed to be worn with the 

matching Rainlock trousers. Non-slip 

material is used on the backside and 

heat-resistant material on the inner 

legs. Easy to get on thanks to leg zips 

that go way above the knee. Material 

feels soft, pliable and comfortable.

SCORES
Time to put on: 1m 29s . . . . . . . . . . . 3/3

Waterproofing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3/3

Build quality/extra features . . . . . . . 3/4

TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9/10
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Alpinestars Hurricane 
Rain Jacket and Rain 
Trousers  
£69.99 (jacket) 
£59.99 (trousers)

Sizes: S-3XL

Colours: Black, Black/Fluoro Yellow
www.alpinestars.com

The Hurricane two-piece rain suit 

comes with a storage/carrying bag 

for both the jacket and trousers, and 

features Velcro adjustment at the 

arms and waist. Both feature mesh 

linings to help air circulate and 

there’s reflective print to keep you 

visible in murky conditions. Both 

garments have a pocket. Effortless 

to get on in just 79 seconds and very 

lightweight, so easy to wrap up small 

and very lightweight. A brilliant 

second skin.

SCORES
Time to put on: 1m 19s  . . . . . . . . . . . 3/3

Waterproofing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3/3

Build quality/extra features . . . . . . . 3/4

TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9/10

Furygan Neptune 
Jacket and Rain Pants  
£49.99 (jacket)
£27.99 (trousers)

Sizes: S-4XL 

Colours: Black/Fluoro Yellow
www.nevis.uk.com

The Neptune jacket and Rain pants 

are both made from soft and 

lightweight Polyester and both have 

reflective panels to help get you seen. 

There are two pockets in the jacket 

and an elasticated waist, as there is 

on the pants. No zips at the legs mean 

the trousers are tricky to get on but 

it’s still possible in under 90 seconds. 

Few manufacturers make an effort 

with style so the big Furygan panther 

logo on the back of the jacket is a nice 

touch. A well-made suit that looks 

good and is competitively priced.

SCORES
Time to put on: 1m 29s . . . . . . . . . . . 3/3

Waterproofing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3/3

Build quality/extra features . . . . . . . 3/4

TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9/10

FLM Stormchaser    
£64.99 (jacket) 
£48.99 (trousers)

Sizes: 38-52” (jacket) 26-40” 

(trousers) Colours: Black
www.sportsbikeshop.com

With a windproof and breathable 

mesh lining and an integrated helmet 

hood with waterproof collar, the 

Stormchaser two-piece also has a 

short connector zip so the jacket can 

be attached to the trousers. It has 

two internal, watertight pockets and 

one external pocket, and it’s made 

from Polyamide which is both light 

and soft. Big, long chunky zips at the 

legs make this combo easy to get on 

and off and the grippy pads on the 

backside are a nice touch. A great 

suit and looks good too.

SCORES
Time to put on: 1m 13s  . . . . . . . . . . . 3/3

Waterproofing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3/3

Build quality/extra features . . . . . . . 3/4

TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9/10

THE  VERDICT
ALL THESE SUITS were waterproof 

because they’re made of Nylon, 

Polyester or Polyamide and all have 

taped or welded seams. But it’s how 

you wear them that will determine 

whether you get wet or not. Be sure 

to do up ALL zips and Velcro-

fasteners securely, wear your 

gloves inside the sleeves and your 

waterproofs over your boots. Most 

importantly, make sure you wear a 

waterproof neck tube outside the 

suit as that’s the most vulnerable 

area for water trickling in and 

building up to an uncomfortable 

level. Do that and you should stay 

dry no matter how hard it rains. The 

good news is that even the cheapest 

suits on test here are waterproof if 

worn correctly, so there’s no need 

to spend upwards of £100 to stay 

dry when a £32.99 suit will do the 

same job. The higher-end suits tend 

to be made of more comfortable, 

breathable material  and have bonus 

features like hoods and non-slip 

pads on the seat. You also pay a 

premium for brand names.
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NEW ESSENTIAL WORKSHOP SECTION

N E W LY F E T T L E D  M AG A Z I N E

 Retrofi t grease nipples Budget drag bike Clutch service 

We’ve been in the shed pulling Practical Sportbikes apart, stripping 
it down, blueprinting the layout and putting it back together. 

And here’s the result: the November issue...

FEATURING

SUZUKI KATANA, KAWASAKI Z650, YAMAHA TDR250, DUCATI 748,

SUZUKI RG500, THE GENIUS OF ERIK BUELL + MUCH MORE...

ON SALE NOW



How to keep your

HANDS DRY
Up to £60BUDGET

GLOVES

Tuzo Blitz £29.99 
www.mandp.co.uk 

Chunky CE-approved leather 

glove with hard knuckle armour 

and a soft scaphoid protector. 

Secures with a wrist strap and 

cuff adjusting with a Velcro flap. 

Liner can get a bit sweaty.

Tucano Urbano
Seppia Invernale
£49.99 

www.tucanourbano.com 

Soft, warm and comfortable 

CE-approved textile gloves with a 

hard protector on the knuckles. 

There’s a Velcro flap to adjust the 

fit of the cuff but only elastic at 

th wrist (no securing strap). 

Furygan Quartz 
£59.99 

www.nevis.uk.com 

CE-approved textile glove with a 

hard knuckle protector. Fastens 

with a wrist strap, cuff adjusting 

with a zip. Liner is plush but not 

very thick: good for feel but could 

be warmer on cold days. 

Buffalo Storm  
£36.99 

www.thekeycollection.co.uk 

Warm but bulky textile-and-

leather glove has hard 

knuckle armour but isn’t CE 

approved. Secures with a 

wrist strap, the cuff 

adjusting with a Velcro flap. 

Need a pair of 

waterproof gloves 

to go with your 

oversuit? Consider 

one of these sets
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£60 to £110

Over £110

MID-
PRICED 
GLOVES

PREMIUM
GLOVES

Richa Hurricane 
GTX  £99.99 

www.nevis.uk.com 

Gore-Tex textile gloves are 

CE-approved, with hard knuckle 

armour and soft scaphoid 

protectors. The lining is thin, so 

control feel is excellent but warmth 

suffers. They secure with a wrist 

strap, the cuff adjusting with a zip.

Held Air n Dry   
£164.99 

www.sportsbikeshop.co.uk 

Two-chamber textile/leather 

gloves have Gore-Tex waterproof 

section or vented-palm section 

for dry days. They secure with a 

wrist strap, a Velcro flap on the 

cuff. There’s hard knuckle armour 

and CE approval.

Alpinestars 
Valparaiso Drystar   
£89.99 

www.alpinestars.com 

These CE-approved textile/leather 

gloves have hard knuckle armour 

and bridged pinky and ring fingers. 

A Velcro flap adjusts the cuff while  

a wrist strap ensures a snug, 

secure fit. 

BMW 2-in-1 £150 
www.bmw-motorrad.co.uk 

A rebadged Air n Dry, with less 

venting and BMW branding. 

They’re not quite so effective on 

hot days but are equally 

waterproof, for a slight saving 

over the originals (which were 

nearly £190 when the gloves were 

originally tested).

BMW ProSummer   
£95 

www.bmw-motorrad.co.uk 

As the name suggests, these 

textile/leather gloves have good 

feel but not much insulation.  

They’re CE-approved though, with 

hard knuckle armour. Finger can 

operate touch screens and there’s 

a good visor wipe.

Rukka R-Star 2-1    
£229.99

www.tranam.co.uk 

Warm CE-approved two-chamber 

Gore-Tex gloves that are built for 

autumn/winter/spring (not spring/

summer/autumn). There’s hard 

knuckle armour and soft scaphoid 

protection, a wrist strap and a zip 

to adjust the fit of the cuff.

THE BIG 
DEBATE

Over or 
under? 
How do you wear 
your gloves? 
How you wear your waterproof gloves 

can be an incredibly divisive subject. 

The traditional approach is to wear 

gloves over the sleeves – particularly if 

they’re gigantic gauntlets. The theory is 

that, as you ride along, the wind fires 

water up the back of the hand and 

down the arm. If riding with elbows 

below the bars, then water rolls off the 

gloves without getting up sleeves. 

A good portion of the people reading 

this will now be spluttering and 

spraying their tea across the page. 

Because, as they’ll tell you, rain runs 

down your sleeves and fills your gloves 

with water. So the sleeve of the jacket 

goes over the cuff of the glove. 

But when you do that you get 

draughts and water blown up the 

sleeves. And even if you do get a 

wind-tight seal at the wrist, water will 

still soak into the glove’s surface 

(especially if it’s a textile one) and wick 

its way up inside the jacket sleeve. 

So what’s the right answer? The 

simple answer is… actually both 

approaches work, but which is best 

depends more than anything on the 

bike. The amount of weather protection 

and the riding position can make one 

approach better than the other. When 

changing bike, it’s worth experimenting 

with how you wear your gloves to find 

the system that works best.

But really, the answer is to go over 

AND under. That’s easy when wearing a 

waterproof oversuit, as you can have 

the gloves over your base garment (be 

it a leather or textile jacket) with the 

waterproof on top of the glove, sealing 

nicely. Water can wick its way up the 

glove all day long: it rarely manges to 

then run down the sleeve of the inner 

garment and get into the glove.

The other over-and-under solution is 

the double cuff. Some winter gloves 

have an inner cuff to go inside the 

jacket sleeve, with a second cuff to roll 

over the outside of it: a double seal. 

The other way to achieve this is to get a 

jacket with a double cuff: a soft inner 

cuff to go into the glove, with the 

tougher outer layer fastening around it. 

Of course, the ultimate system is the 

double-double cuff: jacket inner cuff 

inside glove inner cuff, with jacket 

outer cuff sealed around that, then the 

glove outer cuff rolled over it. 
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF THE LATEST PRODUCTS BY R DE’S EXPERT TEAM

PMJ Legend jeans £209.99
www.promojeans.it

PMJ JEANS ARE made using TWARON, a ballistic fabric with high heat and 

cut resistance, no melting point, low flammability and which is used in the 

production of bulletproof vests. So that’ll be ideal for when you chuck it  

up the road at 60mph then...

The build quality of these jeans is excellent; from the 12.5oz denim outer,  

to the Coolmax lining and the TWARON panels, there’s nothing out of place.

Even with this level of protection, they still manage to be lightweight enough 

and have the flexibility to be all-day comfy. They look good too and not even just 

in the context of bike jeans. There’s no horizontal stitching around the knees, and 

the cut is great, so they look just like a set of posh designer jeans.

Although there are more protective examples in the PMJ range, for me, the 

flexibility, cut, style and comfort make the Legends the best of the bunch. Oh,  

and you also get a belt included with them. LEE SKELLETT

Forcefield Pro L2K Dynamic back protector £134.99
www.forcefieldbodyarmour.com

I ALWAYS RIDE with a back protector and this high-performing CE 

Level 2 item is the latest version of a RiDE favourite, now with 

Kevlar reinforcing tread and softer than the old one. It’s thick and 

fairly heavy but moulds to the back when you wear it. It’s very 

comfortable but it can get a bit sweaty on hot days. It’s expensive 

but will be worth every penny if you ever need it. SIMON WEIR

Alpine MotoSafe Tour ear plugs £12.95
www.alpinehearingprotection.co.uk

THE BEST BIT about these silicone ear plugs? They’re 

really comfy. The soft filters and even-softer silicone 

surround makes them as close to undetectable as 

any I’ve ever experienced.

They offer just enough noise cancellation to remove 

the harmful levels, but important things such as 

communication systems and engine notes are still 

clearly audible, as they need to be.

That’s all great, but after finding it way too easy to 

slide them way too deep into my ear canal, and my 

resultant tweezer-poking ordeal, I realized that the 

silicone surround and soft filters offer very little 

surface area to grab and pull them out with. I really 

don’t fancy repeating that anytime soon. LS

Work well but too 

easy to push too 

far into the ear

Comes in 

three sizes 

for men and 

one for 

women

Stylish cut 

combined with 

excellent 

protection



Track Addict app £Free (basic) £8.99 (pro)
www.racerender.com/TrackAddict

THIS IS A clever little GPS-based app for your phone to datalog your laps on track. 

It’s easy to use and I’m yet to find a racetrack that’s not on it. Just hit record before 

your session starts and forget about it until you get back to the pits and it’ll give you 

a log of your lap times, distance and speed data, g-forces, braking zones and a 

reading for your GPS accuracy (which is much better when mounted on the bike 

than stowed inside leathers… obviously). There’s 

also a function to record video simultaneously. 

The free version of the app allows you to save 

only three recordings at a time, so if you want 

unlimited 

storage and 

many more 

features, the 

full-fat version 

of the app is a 

meagre £8.99. 

iOS versions 

from the Apple 

store and  

Android from  

Google play. 

LS

The Hero’s Body 
by William Giraldi

I DIDN’T GET on with this memoir of a 

young man turning to bodybuilding to 

help overcome the grief induced by the 

death of his father in a bike crash. 

Maybe it’s because I’m 47, the same age 

as Giraldi’s father was when he died, so 

it’s a bit close to home; or maybe I’m just 

not interested in someone else’s 

introspection. Either way, I didn’t find it a 

cheerful read that did much to celebrate 

bikes or biking. SW

Schuberth SR2 helmet  £549.99
(plain) £599.99 (colours) 

www.schuberth.com

THE SR2 IS Schuberth’s new range-

topping sports and race lid and is 

available in a multitude of finishes. It’s 

designed primarily for racetrack use but 

is proving equally adept as a road lid.

It’s obviously lightweight and finished 

to a very high standard — it is every bit 

the premium lid the price tag suggests. 

Schuberth says; “Thanks to its 

advanced aerodynamics, the helmet is 

always stable in wind and produces no 

uplift even at very high speeds.” 

Now I’ve well and truly put all of that  

to the test and it really is every bit as 

good as the claim.

There are some clearly sculpted lines 

dotted around the shell, but most 

obvious are the two plastic strips that 

run from front to back of the helmet, 

joining at the rear to make a spoiler. It’s 

there both to channel air in and out of 

the helmet and to add aerodynamic 

stability and that’s clear at motorway 

speeds. Assume a semi-racing crouch 

and the air passes over your head 

perfectly smoothly; there’s noticeably 

less drag than other lids. Twisting your 

head for a lifesaver or even mirror 

glance gives a clear demonstration of 

how much work the aero tech is doing. 

The wind blast is like you’ve stuck your 

head out of a car window.

The visor is very narrow and 

replacements are expensive, the dark 

tint (pictured) costing £66.99 (more with 

tear-off posts) and a mirrored version 

from £80. Ventilation is top notch but, 

like most race lids, it’s fairly noisy. LS

Lap data as 

well as video 

on your 

smartphone

 Performs well at 

high speed on 

road and track
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Airoh Rev £349.99 (pattern) £309.99 (plain)
www.airoh.com

A NICELY STYLED flip-front helmet with a decent interior, reasonable vents, a 

drop-down sun visor, ratchet-buckle chin strap and a clever, counterweighted 

chinbar that flips all the way to the back, so you can ride as if it’s an open-face. 

Unfortunately it’s let down badly by three things. First, the weight: it’s a whopping 

1875g, that weighted chinbar adding noticeable, unwieldy mass at the back when 

flipped up. Second, the visor doesn’t take a Pinlock and is spring-loaded so there’s 

no option of opening it a crack to combat misting — it’s fully open or fully shut, making 

the lid more or less useless in the rain. Third, and most annoying, the rubber gasket 

that’s meant to seal the top of the visor comes out and sticks to the visor or dangles 

in front of your eyes. When this happened on my first ride, I sent the helmet back and 

got a replacement: that one did the same thing. That’s not good enough on any lid — 

especially not on one costing £350. SW

Team Green Care products 
from £9.69

www.kawasaki-shop.co.uk

I’VE BEEN USING some of Kawasaki’s 

own-brand bike-care products on the 

Z1000SX. I like the Foam Degreaser 

(£10.69), which lives up to its name and 

the Hi-Speed Chain Lube (£11.69) does a 

good job of staying on the chain rather 

than flinging off onto the wheels. The 

Penetrating Water Displacement Spray 

(£9.69) is designed to protect electrical 

components and build up an anti-

corrosive barrier on metal parts and, 

like a certain famous alternative, it’s also 

very good for polishing painted wheels. 

Find at your local dealer or online. SW

Carbon Energized base
layers £54.99 (zip top)
£49.99 (leggings)

www.carbon-energized.com

THESE QUALITY ITALIAN-MADE 

base layers claim to perform all 

manner of miraculous tricks, like the 

ability to lower your heart-rate, slow 

your breathing, reduce your body 

temperature, absorb static 

electricity, kill the smelly bacteria in 

your sweat and more. They’re made 

from ‘Polypropylene Dryarn’ which 

claims to be the lightest microfibre 

on the market. The fit is deliberately 

tight but never uncomfortable, 

forming a snug-but-soft barrier 

between your skin and leathers or 

textiles. I can’t say I’ve noticed all of 

its supposed phenomena but they 

certainly do what good base layers 

should. My only problem is the price: 

EDZ’s All-Climate base layers are 

half as much. MARTIN FITZ-GIBBONS

 Lots of features but 

also, limitations. And 

errant rubber seals  



Simon’s kit works 

well... when he 

remembers to use  

it properly    
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OUR REGULAR RIDING  

GEAR IN DETAIL

TO

“It has plenty of 
adjustment and the 
finish is first-rate”

1 Helmet: Arai Tour-X 4
£499.99

www.whyarai.co.uk

The Tour-X 4 is comfortable, light, really well 

vented and secures with a proper double D-ring 

strap. It has a peak that gives a bit of adjustability. 

You can take the visor off if you want to use 

goggles but I swap between clear and tinted visors 

(£62.99 for a different visor), though I’m not too 

impressed by the process as it means unscrewing 

the peak and visor with a 1p coin — quick-release 

visors are hardly a new idea, so why doesn’t this 

have one? The other drawbacks are that it’s 

reasonably loud and the peak can be deflected by 

5 Gloves: Held Air n Dry £165
www.held.de

These aren’t the right gloves for this kind of riding 

— I should be using short adventure-type ones, 

right? But these two-pocket gloves worked just 

fine. The vented palm side was cool in the heat and 

when working hard off-road but when it rained, I 

put my hands in the Gore-Tex side and kept them 

dry. Properly armoured, really comfortable, totally 

flexible. Great gloves. 

6 Boots: TCX Infinity Evo 
Gore-Tex £279.99

www.nevis.uk.com

They’re not as protective as my motocross boots, 

but these lighter off-road boots give more feel, are 

easier for walking and are more comfortable most 

of the time — though by the end of an hour-long 

stint standing on the pegs, I was missing the 

MX-boots’ stiffer sole. Totally waterproof too. 

7 Tailpack: Kriega US20 £89
www.kriega.com

Another trusted piece of luggage: waterproof, easy 

to fit to the bike and with a shoulder strap for 

toting about like a man-bag when off the bike. 

Filled with a bottle of drinking water, a camera and 

the waterproof liners I should have fitted when it 

started raining. SIMON WEIR

the wind at high speed on the road. It is a good 

helmet but at this price, it should be a great one.

2 Jacket: Held Hakuna II
£347.99

www.held.de

Two-layer adventure jacket has a thick and warmly 

lined waterproof dropliner (not used in summer 

conditions). With that removed and the many vents 

opened, it’s nice and cool. It has good-sized 

pockets, plenty of adjustment to tailor the fit and 

finish is first rate. The shoulder and elbow armour 

is CE Level 1, not 2 and there’s no back protector 

— I took one out of another jacket. The outer was 

sufficiently showerproof to get through an 

afternoon’s gentle drizzle without leaking but a 

half-hour of heavy rain got through the arm-vent 

zips: should have put that warm liner in…

3 Bumbag: Kriega R3 £65
www.kriega.com

I use this on every trip. Phone, wallet, passport, 

multitool and EDZ Inner Shell (£49.99, www.

edzlayering.com) live in the waterproof inner 

pocket. Unobtrusive and convenient. 

4 Trousers: Held Matata II
£289.99

www.held.de

Like the matching Hakuna II jacket, these nicely 

finished two-layer trousers have a too-warm-for-

summer waterproof dropliner, with great vents and 

decent pockets. They come with a belt, which was 

great until I stood on its plastic clip and broke it. As 

well as having decent adjusters to tailor the fit, a 

long-legged cut ensures good comfort. The only 

drawback is a lack of hip armour (again, I took 

some from other trousers). 



BEYOND
THE HINGE

What am I looking at?
The Vozz RS 1.0 — a crash helmet you put 

on and take off in a completely new way. 

Instead of pulling it down over the top of 

your head and securing it underneath 

with a chinstrap, the Vozz hinges open 

at the top and clamps around your head, 

the two sides latching together just 

behind your ears. This is not a prototype 

or concept — it’s a real, road-legal lid 

that’s on sale now.

What’s the point?
Vozz claims its design has several 

advantages. On a practical level, 

glasses-wearers can put the lid on and 

take it off without having to remove their 

specs. The curved chinbar and closer 

fitting around the neck claims to improve 

aerodynamics. And pushing your face 

into the helmet means your ears can’t 

ever get folded over on themselves.

Then there’s the safety aspect. Vozz 

say the smaller neck opening reduces 

the chance of the helmet coming off in a 

crash. But most intriguingly, the hinged 

design offers paramedics the ability to 

unscrew the front half of the helmet and 

remove it, safely gaining 

access to a patient’s face 

and airways — unlike with a 

conventional lid, where 

there’s the concern that 

removing it may worsen  

(or cause) a neck injury.

Where has it come 
from?
It was invented by 

Australian skydiver Johnny 

Vozzo (hence the name) and 

has been on sale in its home 

country for two years. It 

now has a UK importer and 

distributor and, the firm 

hopes, a growing number  

of dealers here too.

W ?
The Vozz is made in two halves. The rear 

section is ABS plastic while the front is  

a three-part composite (fibreglass, 

carbon fibre and Kevlar). It comes in 

eight colours, with six sizes (S-XXL) 

using three shell sizes. Once you’ve  

got your correct fit, there’s also an 

adjustable rubber chincup inside to 

ensure it’s held on securely.

The Vozz meets ECE 22.05, the 

European standard for crash-helmet 

legality. It hasn’t yet been Sharp-tested 

in the UK, nor has it received an ACU 

Gold sticker (meaning trackday firms 

may not allow it). Vozz’s UK distributor 

say it has plans for both.

The Vozz has a simple and effective 

quick-release visor-change system, with 

a dark-tint visor a £40 optional extra. 

The standard clear visor in the box has 

an anti-fog treatment but there’s no 

compatible Pinlock insert — Vozz says it 

is working on a Pinlock visor but doesn’t 

have a release date. The curved chinbar 

means if you want to fit a Bluetooth unit, 

you’ll need to attach it using a plastic 

mounting clip (included in the box).

VOZZ RS 1.0
Cost: £595

Where from? www.vozz.co.uk

What is it? A hinged, rear-entry crash helmet 

that locks around a rider’s head, doing away 

with the traditional chinstrap.

W
HA

T 
IT

 IS

The Vozz RS 1.0 is a cra

helmet like no other.  

But is it any good?
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Huge visor aperture  

gives superb vision  



How does it feel?
Surprisingly normal. The only unusual 

feeling is a snugness around the chin 

— the chincup needs to be a tight fit as it 

helps hold the lid in place on your head. 

It’s something you notice more if you try 

to talk or chew gum while you ride or 

squeeze a scruffy beard in the chincup. 

The fit, padding and non-removable 

lining all feel fine, though despite Vozz’s 

claims, wind noise is on the average to 

slightly noisy side of things. This Large 

size feels hefty too, weighing 1740g.

The Vozz has fantastic visibility, with 

an enormous visor aperture giving a 

great field of vision — especially of the 

area down towards your bike’s clocks. 

Venting has proved okay so far and 

misting hasn’t been a problem, though 

we’ve not yet seen how it copes with 

challenging wintery conditions.

Where can I try one?
Vozz hopes to have a network of 10 

dealers by early 2018. Until then, if you 

want to try an RS 1.0 you’ll need to head 

along to an event (including Motorcycle 

Live) listed on www.vozz.co.uk. 

THE  VERDICT
AFTER WEARING IT for a month, it’s 

clear there are some advantages to 

Vozz’s rear-entry system. One is how 

fast it is to put on and take off — the 

first few times it feels a bit clumsy 

but that’s just a lack of familiarity. 

After a week, it takes less than half 

the time of a double-D-ring lid. 

Though I don’t wear glasses now, I 

did in the past so I can appreciate the 

enormous convenience of putting on 

a lid without removing my specs. And 

I’m impressed by the field of vision, 

though I’m not sure that’s anything to 

do with the fitting system.

I’ve tested the Vozz on nakeds, 

sports tourers and adventure bikes 

and not found any problems in use. 

But two other issues remain: the 

price; and wider awareness of the 

emergency release system. Vozz’s 

UK distributor says its plan is to 

“educate the emergency services”, 

but until that happens — until all 

paramedics are trained to identify the 

Vozz as different from other helmets, 

and how to remove the rubber plugs 

and two screws holding the hinge in 

place — there’s no way of knowing 

how likely it is the release system 

would actually get used.

QR codes on the sides of the 

helmet link to removal instructions  

on Vozz’s website, but would a 

paramedic really spend time waving 

a phone app around a patient that’s 

not breathing? I’m not convinced. And 

that’s a shame, because if you can’t 

be certain that the system would get 

used – and that your chance of an 

accidental neck injury really would be 

reduced — then it becomes so much 

harder to justify that substantial 

£595 price. MARTIN FITZ-GIBBONS
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How to put 
on a Vozz 
Open it up Lift the 

visor. Hold the Vozz 

above and behind 

your head with both 

hands, fingers on top 

of the chinbar and 

thumbs on the red 

buttons on each side. 

Push these two release 

catches with your thumbs, then use the 

back of your head to open the hinge as  

you pull it down and forwards.

Push face in Move 

your head forwards 

into the front half of 

the helmet until your 

chin slots into the 

adjustable chincup 

and your forehead 

meets the padding. Cosy.

Fasten two halves 

Reach back with your 

thumbs to find the 

textured rubber 

panels on the rear 

half. Use them to 

pull it forwards into 

the front, until both 

catches click securely. 

The Vozz is secured by the tight neck 

aperture and chincup, so no strap 

Substantial catches on either side  

ensure the two halves are secured

 QR codes link 

to emergency 

removal video 

on Vozz’s 

website  

 The Vozz’s 

radical design  

is sure to 

‘split’ opinion…



ONE YEAR 
REVIEW

GE
AR

Q Is there anything I can do to get 

an oil stain out of my cream-

coloured adventure suit?

A That’s a tough one. We asked 

kit-cleaning guru Damien Holt of 

Scrubbers Leathers. Here’s his 

advice: “There is no guarantee that 

oil can be removed completely but 

there are four stages: breakdown; 

If there is still some visible staining, 

try a bleach called ‘Ace’ (from the 

laundry isle, not household! It’s in a 

green bottle). This is an oxygen-

based bleach so is quite mild. Finally, 

apply a waterproofer like Nikwax.”

Our advice would be send the kit 

to Damien: he produces his own 

special soaps and uses a three-stage 

re-waterproofing system. See www.

scrubbersleathers.co.uk for more. 

Q I’ve never worn ear plugs — the 

only ones I’ve tried were really 

uncomfortable. But everyone keeps 

nagging me to wear them. How do I 

decide what is a good set?

A Lucy Dell sells a test pack of 20 

types for £9.95 – see www.

earplugsbypost.com (a terrible 

website but a great service) – and 

one type is bound to suit. Or you 

could get a custom-fitted set. We use 

Ultimate Ear Squidgy ones (£65, see 

www.ultimateear.com for info). 

remove; clean; re-waterproof. 

“To break the oil down and thin it, 

soak for at least five hours in a stain 

digester with a high sodium lauryl 

sulphate content (SLS is very 

common in soaps). There are lots of 

these from Ariel, Persil and so on – 

but avoid any that have an ‘oxi action’ 

as this will make the fibres open too 

widely, making re-waterproofing 

virtually impossible. Rinse after this.

“To remove, soak and clean with a 

bog standard, cheap, household 

soap with warmish water (40°C), 

including rinsing, agitating the soap 

with a softish brush like a nail brush. 

Rinse again and repeat if necessary. 
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IN-DEPTH TESTING OVER MONTHS AND MILES

Lots of protection 

doesn’t mean a lack 

of comfort 

Rev’It Jerez Pro gloves £249.99
www.revitsport.com

I’VE HAD THESE Jerez Pros for about 

three years now. I was impressed with 

the comfort of the previous model and 

thought that an improved version with 

more armour was sure to be excellent.

Well, more armour is something of an 

understatement. Each glove has 13 

separate pieces of external hard 

armour. 13! On each glove! Ridiculous. 

Be it the titanium knuckles and cuffs, 

the plastic finger sliders, the concertina-

effect armour on the back of the hand or 

the ‘Engineered Skin’ palm and scaphoid 

sliders, the Jerez Pros are dripping in it. 

On the inside, there’s the odd bit of 

padding and the entire back of the hand 

is lined with Aramid fibre material for 

even more protection. The remaining 

parts of the glove are made from 

various bits of cow, goat and kangaroo.

So with all that, it’d be reasonable to 

expect some compromise on comfort, 

right? Wrong. These are frankly the most 

comfortable sports gloves I’ve ever put 

my hands into. Every piece of external 

armour works in harmony with the 

other, giving them unhindered mobility 

and an unbeatable level of comfort.

Now, after three years and a vast 

collection of gloves to choose from, 

these are still – without question – my 

glove of choice for every trackday. 

There’s no sign of any stitching coming 

apart or any abnormal wear and they’re 

still as comfy as ever. A bit pricey, I 

know, but sometimes in life you really do 

get what you pay for.

Any ways to improve them? Not really. 

Some more colour options would be nice 

I suppose. LEE SKELLETT

“Any ways to 
improve? More 
colour options...” 



We believe that a motorcycle trip is more than just a 'tour' it's about the whole experience. 

Great motorcycle roads? of course, but more than that, it's about good hotels and food, history, 

culture, fantastic scenery, great guides with validated skills and experience and the company 

of like-minded individuals united by a love of motorcycling. 

Our 2018 program has just been released, our experiences include 

Spain - Portugal - France & The Atlantic Coast – Ireland - 

Amsterdam, Germany & Belgium - Northern Spain & The Pyrenees - 

Wales - Belgium & Germany – Isle of Man - Germany & Liechtenstein  

++ PLUS EXCLUSIVE & BESPOKE EXPERIENCES Including ++ 

Southern France + Germany 

OUR COMPANY ETHOS IS SIMPLE... 

Satisfaction through enjoyment 

Knowledge through experience  

Improvement through engagement 

Those of you interested in BESPOKE or EXCLUSIVE EXPERIENCES (top hotels, fine dining and 

great wines) get in touch via the website as these experiences are built around you. 

www.djmotorcycleexperiences.com 

NO JOB TOO SMALL, NO TASK TOO TOUGH!

Freephone 0800 7723326
Mobile 07497 529812 • fmmpro.com.

Limitless options with
Fly & Ride on your own 
bike.
Bespoke Touring 
Assistance.
Personal door to door 
service.
Free personalised quotes.

PLANNING YOUR NEXT ADVENTURE?
RESTRICTED BY TIME?

Lifetime warranty to original purchaser. Calls may be recorded for training/security purposes. Prices correct at time of press and exclude delivery. E&OE

Distributed in the UK by HPS

Quantity dealer pricing availableHPS • Derwent House • Alfreton • Derbyshire • DE55 7BP • UK

www.BikeHPS.com

Tailor your bike’s airflow to suit you!
Cheat the wind, reduce fatigue and gain
high speed, long distance rider comfort
with the 7-way adjustable Vario-Touring
Screen with Spoiler now from only £89!

SEE THE SCREENS FOR YOUR BIKE OR BUY NOW AT...

German made high-quality, 
effective screens. 
Manufactured to TÜV 
standards from a unique
and virtually unbreakable
aircraft canopy grade 
material – with a 
perfect fit and finish 
and a lifetime warranty

– there’s no better

screen than an MRA!

Double-Bubble/Racing Screens Screens for Naked Bikes

OR CALL TO DISCUSS THE BEST SCREEN FOR YOU 01773 831122

Touring Screens

Complete

replacement

screen with

spoiler

“...it’s like riding a different bike,

the buffeting and noise is great-

ly reduced, what a difference."
MK, Hertfordshire, BMW R1150GS

Read much more feedback at..

www.bikehps.com/mra

See a photo of your

bike’s screen now at...

www.bikehps.com/mra

LATEST MODELS
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CRF1000L

AFRICA TWIN
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Go the distance with

an MRA screen...

www.motorbiketours.co.nz
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future six-legged Tony Robinson. Which 

one deserves to be considered classic? 

The older bike’s smoother, rounded 

shape is more pleasing to the compound 

eye than the new bike’s angular chaos; 

lines cost less than curves. And the 

CBR900RR’s elemental design economy is 

contrasted by the CBR1000RR’s overt 

technical complexity. Firing up the 

clunker’s intimate, analogue 

mechanicals, all hollow 

camchain rattle and 

unbalanced carbs, fills ears 

with more primeval joy than the 

digital waveform of the new 

bike. Although that’s loud too, 

tripping the noise meter at a 

Mallory Park trackday.

But go for a ride, back to back, and it’s 

clear the older bike is nostalgic guff; 

reliving ancient battles with vintage 

derring-do. It’s quick, and handles well on 

MCT-tuned suspension and Bridgestone 

S20s. But the 2017 Blade is all, entirely, 

about moving as fast as insectoidally 

possible. Dynamically, it’s an exponentially 

more advanced life-form. The CBR1000RR 

SP’s performance and control is 

PERHAPS, HUNDREDS OF thousands of 

years from now, cockroach-based 

archaeologists of Earth’s then-dominant 

species will debate the pivotal moment 

when Homo sapiens flipped from striving 

for technical and social enlightenment 

into a self-destructive parody. Some 

may conclude it was 2016 – partly 

because that was when David Bowie 

stopped and President Trump started 

but also, it was the year Honda 

announced the final version of the inline 

four Fireblade (before launching a 

V4-powered superbike in 2020, ahem).

As hypothetical 

evidence, a senior 

cockroach might give a 

TED talk at which he 

scuttles out a 1996 

FireBlade alongside the 

2017 CBR1000RR SP and 

invites his audience to 

compare the elegant 

simplicity of the earlier classic against 

the disposability of the newer machine. 

Of course, our insectoid intellectual will 

probably never exist. But the point of his 

imaginary presentation lives on in my 

garage. And, as the owner of a 1996 

CBR900RR-T FireBlade and custodian of 

a 2017 CBR1000RR SP, it would be 

remiss not to lay a few comparative 

myths that may, or may not, mislead a 

“Which one 
deserves to 
be classic?”

Blades of glory
The two Fireblades in Si’s shed are split by 

21 years and £17,000. And it feels like it…

SPEC HONDA CBR1000RR FIREBLADE SP

£19,125 + 999cc inline four + 189bhp + 196kg +

16-litre tank + 832mm seat + Miles so far: 1653
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As time has 

gone on, the 

Blade’s been on 

a diet, slimming 

down and 

getting a bit 

more buff at the 

same time

While the 

bodywork has 

slimmed 

down, the 

muscles have 

bulked up, 

with the 

latest version 

sporting a 

larger clutch 

housing 

Show us your clocks
Thin-film transistors are in fashion for posh 

clocks and the Blade’s are posh. Choice of 

three layouts – road, sport and mechanic – 

are all clear, concise and uncluttered. 

Switching modes and adjusting settings, 

from the bars, is intuitive enough to not 

demand a manual. A fuel gauge and fuel 

countdown is absent but it’s not a deal- 

breaker because it’s easy to work out how 

many miles you have left on your remaining 

fuel when the reserve light comes on. 

feel dangerous but was hard to trust. It 

was easy to point at the Honda’s ride-by- 

wire (only its second, after the VFR1200) 

and sophisticated engine management. 

Maybe the bike was too clever? 

By chance, I found myself riding a few 

2017 Blades including my current SP. But 

they all felt different; my base bike was 

poor, another I tried was better, an SP I 

had a go on felt sublime and finally, this 

SP is also faultless. Which set me 

thinking: the only differences are the 

tyres: the first, bad, Blade was on Dunlop 

D214s. Not ideal. The next was on 

Bridgestone S21s; better tyres, better 

throttle feeling. The first SP was on 

Michelin Power RSs and this one, Pirelli 

Diablo Supercorsa SPs. Both amazing.

So here’s a theory: put the new Blade 

on poor tyres, dial up the traction control 

(because that’s sensible, right?) and the 

bike detects lower grip and translates 

your TC setting as a request to intervene 

early – it’s super-sensitive, subtly holding 

the motor back by limiting throttle 

opening even at modest speeds and lean 

angles. Result? Even in the full power 

engine mode, you still don’t get the 

expected throttle control. 

However, stick the Blade on proper 

sports tyres, drop the traction control to 

near-minimum and the bike works out 

there’s lots of grip and that you’re happy 

to use it. So it lets you get on with the job 

in hand without interfering. 

So far it’s only a theory. I’m hoping to 

turn it into fact with an experiment next 

month. Unless the cockroaches get there 

first. SIMON HARGREAVES

phenomenal. Öhlins semi-active is like 

gliding on buttercream, chassis 

feedback is immense and the engine’s 

barely-contained fury is terrifying. I wish 

the new Blade was physically bigger – 

especially the comedy fairing; might as 

well be a naked bike. Suzuki’s GSX-R, 

BMW’s S1000RR and even Ducati’s 

Panigale have a more civilised 

hyperspace game.

When I rode the base model Blade a 

few months ago, I complained - loudly - 

that the relationship between throttle 

and engine was odd. Disconnected and 

random coming out of a corner, the 

engine’s pick-up never seemed in the 

right place to get back on the gas. It was 

subtle but disconcerting; the bike didn’t 

Classic or 

modern? Si’s 

hairstyle could 

easily be either  

The Blade’s dash panel is 

clear and works well  

DECEMBER 2017 | 99



I DON’T WANT to give the impression 

that I’m just roaming around the country 

using the V-Strom to travel from one 

eatery to the next, but I can understand 

if that’s how it looks. Two months ago I 

was in search of beigels, this month it’s 

cockles. With the autumnal weather fast 

approaching, I took the opportunity to 

take a sunny ride down to my old 

stomping ground of Leigh-on-Sea in 

Essex, right where the Thames meets 

the sea. Old Leigh is well worth a visit, 

and still has an active fishing fleet, the 

lovely old cockle sheds, three quaint 

pubs and a host of seafood stalls – 

Osborne Brothers being my personal 

favourite. Do watch out for the cobbled 

streets when it’s been raining, though…

As I’m just about to leave for 

Santander in northern Spain in a few 

days, I also wanted to use this trip to try 

out different tyre pressures and rear 

suspension settings (the forks aren’t 

adjustable on the 650). Even this short 

ride confirmed that I really do need to fit 

a taller screen before the much longer 

Hunting    
Gareth heads 

south in search 

of seafood

SPEC BMW R1200GS EXCLUSIVE

£15,930 + 1170cc flat twin + 123bhp + 244kg + 

20-litre tank + 850mm seat + Miles so far: 5195

Strife and forks
Our R1200GS goes back for its recall 

and returns with some bonus bling

Show us your clocks
There’s nothing wrong with the GS’s dash, 

though the cramped speedo is slower to read 

than a digital display. The LCD panel is crisp and 

clear, with plenty of info including an accurate 

tank-range countdown. It just feels a little 

behind-the-times for a £16k flagship, especially 

when Lee’s cheaper Triumph has a colour TFT. A 

classier digital dash is an option on 2018 GSs.

THE GREAT PHILOSOPHER Beyoncé 

once mused, “If you like it then you 

shoulda put a ring on it.” It seems 

BMW must like my R1200GS 

Exclusive a lot, as it recently added 

shiny rings to its fork stanchions.

Why? The stanchions (the chrome 

tubes) have cast aluminium caps 

pushed into their tops. Multiple 

heavy impacts can warp or distort 

the tube, creating a gap between 

stanchion and cap. If the gap gets 

big enough, the stanchion could 

separate altogether – in English, the 

forks could fall off. And this isn’t just 

theory; it has actually happened.

So earlier this year BMW recalled 

every R1200GS and GS Adventure 

built from November 2013 to June 

2017. That’s around 169,000 bikes 

worldwide, with my test bike one of 

the 11,185 affected in the UK. The 

official fix starts by measuring the 

gap with a feeler gauge: if it’s less 

than 0.2mm the solution is to press 

a pair of steel reinforcing collars (my 

shiny new rings) on the stanchions; 

if it’s bigger, they are replaced.

For peace of mind, I buy a set of 

feeler gauges to check for myself. 

When I pull down the rubber sleeves 

covering where stanchion meets 

cap, there’s not the slightest sliver 

of space. So it’s no surprise that when 

my GS goes in for the official check, it 

only needs the collars. But not all 

bikes get off this easy – contributor 

Nathan Millward had replacement 

stanchions fitted to his 2014 R1200GS.

“My bike had done 26,000 miles. It 

was an ex-Off-Road Skills school 

machine and I’d ridden it all across the 

US and Iceland, so it had seen some 

hard use and been off-road a lot. I’d 

measured the gap myself and it 

seemed within tolerance; I think my 

dealer was erring on the side of 

caution. I didn’t think there was 

anything to worry about – I would have 

been happy to carry on riding it. And I 

was pleased with the service I got 

from BMW UK and my dealer.”

Other owners have experienced 

delays while dealers wait for supply of 

the collars, but then I guess making 

338,000 of them isn’t a quick process. 

I can’t lie – the whole shebang did 

slightly sour my trust in the R1200GS 

for a month or two. Still, now it’s over 

I’m positive the GS and I can move 

forwards together. MARTIN FITZ-GIBBONS

Leigh-on-Sea is a 

good ride out - the 

only way is 

seafood

On MFG’s GS, 

there was no 

gap at all  

The solution is a 

pair of shiny 

steel collars  
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SPEC SUZUKI V-STROM 650 XT

£8039 + 645cc V-twin + 70bhp + 216kg + 

20-litre tank + 835mm seat + Miles so far: 2350

    for cockles

ride back from the Basque country. I 

have since ordered and fitted a brilliant 

MRA screen extender from HPS, which 

has made a big difference. I can now 

open my visor on the move without my 

contact lenses blowing out!

It also transpires that when the topbox 

is fitted, the change in the windflow 

causes the front end to feel a bit vague 

and the bars to shake at around 40mph. 

It is possible to just open the throttle a 

touch and ride through it but I’m hoping 

that the fitment of panniers and a pillion 

aren’t going to make this phenomenon 

any worse. Oh, and I really must learn 

how to ride this bike without accidentally 

flicking the full-beam switch on all the 

time with my left index finger too… 

GARETH ASHMAN

Show us your clocks
The clocks on the V-Strom 650 are laid out really 

nicely, very clear and sensible, easy to read at 

any speed. Some of the full-colour/ fully digital 

displays on a few of the new generation of bikes 

(like the KTM 1290 Super Adventure S) make 

these clocks look at bit dated but then again, this 

bike is built to a price and the layout is visually 

pleasing and they actually do the job just fine.

MRA screen 

extender 

made a huge 

difference 

 The seaside in  

the sunshine - a 

British institution
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Free pre-ride out  

bike checks there

AN INVITE FROM three work colleagues 

to head to Camp VC - a ladies-only biking 

weekend in Wales - was the perfect 

excuse to get some more miles on the 

Ducati Monster 797. I was slightly 

sceptical about the ‘ladies-only’ aspect 

of the event. I mean, why do we need an 

all-ladies event? And what if the shoe 

was on the other foot and it was an 

all-male event; how would we like that? 

But with a weekend ticket costing a very 

reasonable £60 it was time to keep an 

open mind, get packed up and head off. 

Easier said than done with the 

Monster, it turns out! Fitting luggage is a 

bit tricky as I discovered with RiDE’s 

SPEC DUCATI MONSTER 797

£8035 + 803cc V-twin + 72bhp + 193kg +

16.5-litre tank + 805mm seat + Miles so far: 2444

Caz and Sarah 
carry on camping
The girls go to a ladies-only bike weekend  

in advance. The Ducati is more at home 

cruising through lovely bends rather 

than monotonous stretches of straight 

road so we tasked Simon, our RiDE 

route guru, with creating a fun route for 

us with a couple of stops for some 

refuelling for ourselves and our bikes. 

This was transferred to a sat nav which 

I helped fit to the Monster without too 

much drama, although it did mean lifting 

the tank to neatly route the wiring. 

To get us to the twisties quickly, we 

had a short blast on some familiar dual 

carriageways which the Monster deals 

with very well. It’s very smooth for a 

V-twin and despite not having any 

screen at all, some clever headlight-and-

clocks design must have included wind 

deflection in the brief as it copes well. 

We arrived at the Cotswolds quickly 

and the roads there highlighted the 

Ducati’s capability of not just being a city 

bike but also great fun in the country 

too. There’s plenty of punch available 

from the engine and, thankfully, enough 

torque (49lb·ft) to get away with being in 

the wrong gear on unfamiliar roads - 

something which is easily done as 

there’s no gear position indicator.

I made a point of shifting my position 

regularly and stretching my limbs as I 

SPEC YAMAHA TRACER 700

£7139 + 689cc parallel twin + 74bhp + 196kg +

17-litre tank + 835mm seat + Miles so far: 3327

luggage challenge in the September 

issue. Universal-fitment soft panniers 

hang too low, so you run the risk of 

fouling the rear wheel when riding. With 

the bike having a metal tank, it was easy 

enough to use a tank bag but I wasn’t 

happy with the prospect of having to 

carry my tent, mat, sleeping bag and a 

change of clothes on my back. 

Thankfully Alison came to the rescue 

with her Honda X-ADV and its copious 

amount of space and storage capacity. I 

did feel a bit of a wuss when Sarah 

turned up with exactly the same 

problem as me but with her tent and 

weekend necessities strapped 

to her back. Oh well, first 

come, first served! 

The route from Peterborough 

to the Brecon Beacons where 

the event was taking place 

can be done purely on 

A-roads and motorways, 

which didn’t inspire any of us 

“Why do we need an 
all-ladies event?”

All Sarah’s gear 

went in a 

backpack  

Caz’ kit went in   

a mate’s luggage 

instead - winner

LONG TERM TEST  
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know from experience how stiff even the most 

comfortable bike can make you feel on a long 

journey. The Monster’s seat is adequate but I 

have sat on better ones. The bike isn’t a tourer 

though, so I can’t really knock it for that.

We arrived at Camp VC before sunset and in 

the dry, which we were grateful for as there 

was some mild off-roading to do before our 

Show us your clocks
Easy to read, stylish but sadly lacking. The absence of 

fuel level gauge and importantly, a gear position 

indicator, is frustrating on a bike aimed at newer riders 

especially. Engine rpm and speed are very clear, as are 

the idiot lights. There aren’t any modes to scroll through 

so operation is simple with only two trips to reset and a 

clock plus a strange average speed display portion 

that’s a permanent and prominent fixture. 

pitching spot was found. It was only 

over some gravel, through a barn and 

across a grass field, and reminding 

myself to keep away from the sharp-

biting front brake ensured no mishaps. It 

might have been a very different story 

had it rained though! Our spot located, 

we pitched tents and went to explore 

some Camp VC entertainment. 

That night in the barn, there were talks 

being given by influential women from the 

biking world and we had the pleasure of 

listening to Elspeth Beard telling her 

fascinating story about circumnavigating 

the world on a BMW R60/6 in 1974 - the first 

British woman to do so. Tamsin Jones, who 

owns the farm we were camping on, spoke 

about her life riding enduro bikes (she 

finished the Dakar at her first attempt in 

2010). You could join off-road beginners 

courses with her in small groups around 

the farm land, with bike and kit provided.

There was a large barn on-site which was 

set up with Blondies Bar, the Vans skate 

ramp, a display of various small capacity 

Honda and a stage surrounded by hay 

bales for perching on. It took us a while to 

work out what was going on when we 

entered the barn. It looked like an elaborate 

game of musical bumps but it turned out to 

The weekend had a great 

social vibe going on  

 There was a huge variety of bikes attending 

the event from all over the country

 A short stretch of off-roading was necessary 

to reach the pitching spot



 Both the Monster and the 

Tracer proved excellent 

cross-country rides

Smoke ‘em if you got ‘em  

Sarah and Caz rode-out 

to Barry Island  

be Disco Bingo! Who doesn’t like a 

boogie to a bit of disco?

If we’d got up early enough on the 

Saturday morning (we didn’t, thanks to 

Sailor Jerry rum), we could have joined 

the yoga session, followed by breakfast 

which was provided from a retro Citroën 

van - and the smells emanating from it 

thankfully weren’t the usual greasy, 

pungent, fried-breakfast variety. 

Daily activities included three choices 

of rideout around the Welsh hills and 

valleys. Unfortunately we’d left it too late 

to sign up so headed out on our own ride 

to Barry Island. Arriving there we had to 

search hard for a space to park as it 

was very crowded with lots of traffic 

and people wandering around - all of 

them too interested in ice cream to 

watch out for filtering bikes. The very 

keen front brake on the Monster (two 

Brembo monoblock calipers always feels 

like overkill to me, so the brake lever 

needs a very delicate touch), combined 

with a very wide turning circle, did mean 

that there were a few moments of 

trepidation but we survived and parked 

Tokelove (a pro flat-tracker), Sophie 

Allen (skateboarder), Tamsin and 

Elspeth. Later there was an all-girl band.

Sunday saw us venturing back to 

Lincolnshire with good memories and 

stories to tell. We had aching bones from 

camping but thankfully, they were not 

made any worse by the ride home. On a 

longer journey I would like to try the 

optional Comfort Seat, as the standard 

is on the firmer side, though it’s never 

been a problem until this long (ish) trip. 

Camp VC proved that my reservations 

regarding a ladies-only event were 

unfounded, as the weekend benefited 

from its exclusivity, encouraging new 

and existing riders to feel comfortable 

and relaxed. Long may it continue.  

CAROLINE BARRETT

Sarah ‘Tracers’ the route 
I was a little apprehensive before our girls’ 

group ride to Wales – it’s the furthest I’ve ever 

ridden and I didn’t want my lack of experience to 

slow the group down. Thankfully editor Simon 

plotted us a cross-country route, taking in the 

Cotswolds, Ross-on-Wye and into Wales. The 

Tracer was supportive and helpful all the way 

throughout the six-hour trip. Its engine is at its 

happiest in the higher gears and there’s still 

plenty of power in sixth, meaning you rarely 

need to change gear to overtake. The 

suspension, seat and riding position are all very 

comfortable too – in fact the only problem I had 

came from my luggage. Having struggled to fit 

my panniers securely in our group challenge 

(RiDE, Sept ’17), I decided to pack my tent, 

sleeping bag, travel mattress and pillow into my 

Oxford Aqua 25 backpack, but the weight gave 

me neck-ache after a couple of hours.

This Tracer is proving brilliant at everything 

– it took me the whole 12-hour return journey to 

find a single fault with it. The only thing I would 

change is the amount of travel on the rear brake 

before it engages. I’ve found that I am using the 

front brake more as it’s responsive without 

being snatchy. SARAH NORMAN

Show us your clocks
The Tracer’s dash is a large, clear digital 

display. The fuel and speedo dominate, with 

odometer and two trips on request. You 

need to press both buttons to zero it, which 

can be a bit fiddly. There’s also a setting for 

average mpg and journey mpg, which 

zeroes when you kill the ignition. A useful 

trip kicks in when you hit the fuel reserve.

up ready for our own ice creams.

For those not wanting to venture too 

far from camp on the Saturday there 

was still plenty to get involved in and, for 

non-riders, there was the chance to 

actually get on and have a go with mini 

taster lessons. The more adventurous 

could have a go at off-road riding or 

flat-track and by the looks of the 

worn-out faces when we got back in the 

evening, plenty had given it a go!

Riding back to camp that evening saw 

us caught in our first Welsh downpour. 

Thankfully, smooth and predictable 

throttle response always sees the 

Monster behave well in wet conditions. 

Afterwards was another enjoyable 

evening, being entertained with talks 

from inspirational women including Leah 

“We had aching 
bones from camping”
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I LIKE THE occasional trackday. 

Thrashing around a grippy circuit with 

nothing to worry about apart from the 

next apex is probably my favourite thing 

to do on a motorcycle. But recent years 

have seen trackday garages look more 

like race paddocks. Marquees, 

generators, tyre warmers, race fairings 

and vans for as far as the eye can see 

have become staples of recent events. 

I’m not a fan – even my 1999 Yamaha R6 

track bike still has its numberplate fitted.

So when I saw Donington Park was 

offering a road-bike only day, I jumped at 

the chance, booking my Street Triple R 

on as quickly as I could. A 96dB noise 

limit and a ban on tyre warmers seemed 

right up my alley. Best of all is the lack of 

preparation and packing needed. Setting 

an early alarm and laying my gear out the 

night before was all I needed to do.

The early morning fog and 11°C chill 

both burn off as the Triumph already 

feels alive on the back-roads that lead to 

SPEC TRIUMPH STREET TRIPLE R

£8900 + 765cc inline triple + 116bhp + 185kg +

17.4-litre tank + 825mm seat + Miles so far: 2710
Triple on track
Racetrack regular Lee introduces his 

Street Triple R to a road-bike-only trackday
Donington. At the circuit entrance, I find 

myself following a van trailering a 

beautiful Foggy-rep Ducati 916 into the 

garages. After signing on I have a 

wander around the garages and explore 

the other bikes that have shown up. 

There’s everything from an early KTM 

Adventure to a shiny new Yamaha R1M 

– big bikes, small bikes and perhaps 

every generation of Street and Speed 

Triple ever made. All well looked after, all 

clearly owners’ actual road bikes and 

everybody happy and approachable. A 

far cry indeed from a typical trackday. 

It only takes a session before I learn 

the track, and if the Triumph liked the 

back roads over here, swooping though 

Craner Curves is another level of fun. 

Then on the run down to Foggy Esses, 

the track drops away resulting in an 

excellent fourth-gear, 100mph wheelie. 

The grip from the Pirelli Rosso Corsas is 

impressive, and even though I had a bit 

of brake fade, the power and confidence 

from the Brembos lets me brake later 

and harder than I ever thought possible 

on this bike. I’m used to riding a 

Show us your clocks
The Street Triple R clocks are clear, easy to 

operate and intuitive to change settings. I do 

have a couple of gripes though. They’re hyper- 

sensitive to changes of light. The display will flick 

between day and night modes under bridges and 

even in tree shadows. Also, in low-level sunlight, 

the brief glare on the clocks blanks them out 

before there is time to adjust them.

“I knew it would be  
good but not this good”
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Road bike on the racetrack rarely  

as much fun as the Street Triple R 

 A road-bike only 

trackday at Donington 

is a wonderful thing 

 Chips at the seaside. 

Only possibly marred 

by kamikaze seagulls
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sportsbike on track, so once I get my 

head around the riding position and 

rein back my excessive hanging off, 

everything just slots into place and 

the Triple is going exactly where I 

point it - and at very high speed. 

At the end of the day, I’m 

impressed. I knew it’d be good, but 

not this good. Most impressive for me 

though, is how adept it is on track 

with no modifications other than a 

drop in tyre pressures. And to top it 

all, I don’t even have to pack a van up. 

Just ride straight out of the gate and 

retrace my route from this morning. 

LEE SKELLETT

SPEC KAWASAKI Z1000SX TOURER

£10,739 + 1043cc inline four + 140bhp + 235kg +

19-litre tank + 815mm seat + Miles so far: 8120

Seaside sweepers
A sunny bank holiday? Why, head to  

the seaside, of course 

Show us your clocks
The Z1000SX clocks are simple but effective: 

left are idiot lights; the middle is an analogue 

tacho with gear-position indicator, clock and 

shift-light; on the right is a digital speedo with 

fuel gauge, electronic modes plus other info. 

It’s a decent set up but looks a bit noughties. 

Surely it should have a full-colour TFT dash?

SATURDAY, I PUT a small note on the 

Facebook group for the guys in my 

village who ride: “Forecast is good. 

Who fancies chips on Monday?” 

Normally that’d be enough to get the 

full crew out for a ride but I’ve left it 

too late. Barbecues and chores thin 

the herd until only Rich arrives with 

his Ducati Multistrada Pikes Peak at 

10am on the bank holiday.

His previous road bike was the 

original 2010 Z1000SX. “I did love that 

bike,” he sighs, before politely asking 

how I’m getting on with this year’s. “I 

do love it,” I grin, then put my lid on. 

We’re here to ride the bikes, after all. 

Any kind of seaside chip-run is a 

good ride from our village. We head 

north first, picking up a stretch of 

Ermine Street before crossing the 

corn-gold flatlands to the living time 

capsule of Woodhall Spa and on to 

Horncastle. Riding up the A153 

without going into Cadwell Park feels 

very odd on a Bank Holiday. 

We carry on from Louth down the 

bonkers-twisty A157, hitting traffic for 

the first time as Lincolnites head for 

the sunny, sandy beaches in 43mph 

columns. I follow in second, waiting to 

pop out rapid, high-rev overtakes 

– I’m not sure if the SX’s howling inline 

four sounds cool or hooliganish when 

ridden like this. 

We grab chips at Waldo’s in Sutton-on-

Sea before heading for home – a fast, 

flowing ride once we turn off the A16 at 

West Keal. It isn’t the epic sporty tour 

the bike deserves but I have chores and 

a barbecue to sort out at home…  

SIMON WEIR
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M
OOSE TOWER. TWO words that 

don’t seem right together, like 

‘roadkill milkshake’, ‘flatulence 

festival’ or ‘President Trump’. 

But tour guide Mats Jonsson 

insists that’s what the wooden structure at 

the side of the road is. An elevated platform 

to help you spot a moose from a distance? 

A higher safeground to help you escape a 

charging male? “It’s so when you shoot the 

moose, the bullet goes down in to the 

ground and doesn’t carry on out the other 

side,” he explains. Welcome to Sweden.

It’s the kind of culture clash that might 

make me feel a long way from my 

non-moose-sniping home — only I’m not. 

This morning I woke up in my own bed, 

drove to an airport and boarded a plane. 

Two hours later I landed in Gothenburg 

and met Mats. After lunch I climbed onto 

one of his Yamaha XT660R hire bikes, rode 

into a forest and learned everything about 

moose towers. Small world.

Sweden, however, is huge. It’s more than 

twice the size of Britain, with only a sixth 

of our population. Instead of houses and 

humans, it’s populated by trees and lakes. 

And filling the space in between them is an 

intricate network of gravel trails that are 

just ripe for riding. These are not 

treacherous, fiendish, enduro-expert 

Dakar stages, but easy, unsealed, 

purposeful pathways. You could have  

never ridden an off-road bike before  

and you wouldn’t struggle.

That’s Mats’ thinking behind his tour 

company, Magic Motor Experience. His 

fly-ride guided excursions are aimed at 

riders with any amount of adventure 

experience, right down to complete 

novices. He organises everything – the 

bike, petrol, insurance, routes, schedule, 

hotels and meals – and then personally 

leads each small group of around four 

riders. A support car follows carrying your 

overnight luggage. If you’ve never turned a 

knobbly wheel before, he can even offer 

tuition. All you need to do is turn up with 

NEED  FOR

SWEDE 
Enjoy an easygoing fly-ride adventure 

through the forest trails of southern Sweden 
Words Martin Fitz-Gibbons Pictures Chippy Wood

MAGIC MOTOR
Where: Småland, Sweden

How long? Four, seven or 

10-day tours

Who’s it for? Adventure riders of  

all levels, including novices

More information:

www.magicmotorexperience.com
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“These are not treacherous, 
fiendish, enduro-expert 

Dakar stages”

Gentle trails work 

their way through 

the  southern 

Swedish forests
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Magic Motor 
Experience
The organiser and guide for 

our trip was Mats Jonsson, 

owner/operator of Magic 

Motor Experience (www.

magicmotorexperience.com). 

He’s been running adventure 

tours through Sweden and 

Norway for several years, 

knows the region extremely 

well and runs a fantastic 

all-inclusive operation. Mats’ 

fly-ride packages take care of 

virtually everything — the 

bikes, fuel, insurance, routes, 

guidance, training, hotels, 

meals, airport transfers and 

more. The only thing you have 

to sort yourself is the flight 

into either Gothenburg or 

Copenhagen airport, then bring 

beer money (a pint is £7.50 at 

current exchange rates…)

The Yamaha XT660R rental 

bikes are low mileage and in 

great condition, prepared with 

knobbly tyres and a Garmin 

sat-nav. Hotels are all three or 

four star and the set-menu 

dinners are absolutely superb 

quality — this is definitely not 

roughing it. Prices start at 

€1590 for a four-day trip (three 

riding days) on a shared-room 

basis, and go up to 10-day 

tours that can even run into 

Norway. Mats’ knowledge 

means he can custom-design a 

bespoke tour to fit your needs, 

which can even include a day 

of off-road training. Given 

everything included for the 

money, it’s a bargain. Tours run 

from May to September, with 

2018 dates already planned.

“Given everything is 
included for the money, 
it’s a bargain”

Clearly this 

poor chap 

hasn’t realised 

what that large 

wooden 

structure is  

all about   

The route is 

easy-going but 

for those who 

want a bit 

more, there is 

a local enduro 

track that 

forms part of 

the tour 

Local Mats 

Jonsson knows 

the area and 

the tracks
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your riding kit. It’s the perfect entry to the 

world of adventure riding.

During our four-day taster of what Mats 

can offer, most of the miles are on easy 

trails that snake gently through a mix of 

open farmland and vast forests. These 

dense walls of pine and spruce blur past on 

both sides, tower overhead and smell 

amazing. The surface varies — there’s sandy 

soil, hard-packed dirt, chunky gravel, a few 

grassy sections — and the frequent rotation 

between them keeps you on your toes 

(sometimes literally). You quickly learn 

how the bike reacts differently to each one. 

At times you can simply sit in the XT’s seat 

and ride it like you’re on tarmac; at others 

you need to be stood up on the pegs, 

steering by shifting bodyweight.

When the going is easy, the bars feel solid 

and stable in your hands but when the 

gravel gets deeper, you can feel it 

shimmying and slewing. Speeds vary with 

the conditions. Sometimes it’s rolling along 

gently in second gear, ducking under tree 

branches and picking lines around 

comically vibrant giant red mushrooms. 

Sometimes it’s fast and wide open in top 

gear, eyes scanning the distance with well 

over 100kph (60mph) on the digital display. 

Most of the time it’s an easy, steady 70kph 

(45mph) or so in third or fourth. Having 

Mats set the pace up front is a huge help.

There are regular stretches of road too. 

Some simply offer a breather to break up 

the off-road runs, some help cover the 

distance more effectively, and some are put 

in for their own sheer entertainment. There 

are several stunning, soaring sweeps 

through forests, the bikes’ slim, tall, 

knobbly tyres doing nothing to hold back 

the handling or enjoyment.

Whether on-road or off, most of the time 

you’re the only vehicles around for as far as 

the eye can see or the ear can hear. At first 

it’s disconcerting, but then it’s surprising 

how quickly you get used to the solitude 

and the freedom — and then how you come 

to expect it. It took two and a half days 

before I had to stop at a junction to wait for 

a car; somehow it still irritated me. 

Particularly when you’re riding off-road, 

the trouble with there being no other traffic 

for 99% of the time is the 1% when you’re 

wrong — when you’re actually startled to 

see that you’re sharing the trail with a 

walker, a cyclist, a Peugeot 308 bouncing 

along through the middle of nowhere, or a 

gargantuan Scania tree-felling truck parked 

across the path. Or even — and I swear this 

is true — the MV Agusta F4 1000 we 

encountered on one gravel trail.

The pace is never pressured. There are 

breaks every hour or two to rendezvous 

with the support car for the all-important 

fika — the sacrosanct Swedish tradition of 

stopping for coffee with pastries, cookies, 

cakes and conversation. Mats was born on 

the farm he runs his business from, so he 

knows a huge amount about the areas the 

tours run through — the history, economy 

and geology. Almost all of the houses here 

in Småland (a single province in southern 

Sweden that’s larger than the whole of 

Wales) are painted the exact same shade of 

red. The colour comes from local copper 

mines, but Mats jokes 

that it’s also because 

it’s cheap — 

Smålandians 

are famed for 

their 

“It’s the perfect 
entry to the world of 
adventure riding”

Track 

conditions 

vary from 

compact dirt to 

loose gravel     

Easy-going 

riding as a 

group makes 

for a very 

enjoyable day  
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frugality. “We are known as the Scots of 

Sweden,” he smiles.

But Mats’ even more valuable knowledge 

lies in his painstaking research — estimated 

conservatively at hundreds of hours — 

spent scouting and planning his routes. You 

could fly to Sweden and try to hire a bike, 

or you could ride your own machine the 

1000 miles through France, Germany and 

Denmark, but without Mats you still 

wouldn’t have the first idea which trails 

you could or couldn’t ride when you got 

here. With a guide navigating, knowing 

exactly which paths to take and which 

barriers can be ridden around, these leafy 

labyrinths hold no fear.

He knows the area’s secrets too. Disused 

military storage depots and a two-mile 

concrete runway are hidden deep in the 

forests. A haunting scrapyard of 150 cars 

left to rot in the woods for decades has 

become a curious kind of twisted art 

gallery. There’s even an enduro track set 

back from a main road where we’re free to 

bounce our bikes around for a lap or two. 

Mats also knows the area’s tourist 

attractions, including the Ikea museum in 

Älmhult — in the same building where the 

firm’s first store opened — which lets you 

put your face on the cover of a catalogue.

The XT660R is absolutely perfect for 

everything the trip has in store. You can’t 

buy one of these new any more — its 

single-cylinder motor doesn’t meet the 

latest Euro4 emissions standards – so Mats 

is lucky to have a well-maintained fleet of 

them. It’s smaller, lower and lighter than 

giant GSs and Tigers, making it so much 

less intimidating on tight trails. Yet it still 

has a road bike’s familiar friendliness, with 

none of the tiny, hollow, angry feel of a 

skinny, sharp enduro. The XT’s motor, like 

the suspension, is soft, smooth and 

forgiving — rugged, rudimentary and 

reliable. It’s punchy enough that you can 

slide the back end out of line at will on the 

looser gravel, but there’s no overwhelming 

excess of power waiting to catch you out. 

Stand up and it feels genuinely capable 

off-road; sit down and the seat is a 

welcoming place to park your posterior. 

After 500 miles in four days, I can’t think of 

another bike I would rather have ridden.

The XT also sets the tone for the trip. It’s 

a road bike because Mats is aiming his 

tours at regular riders — not hardcore rally 

daredevils and trials perfectionists, but 

normal folk like you and me. People who 

might own a peaky lid and boots with 

buckles, but whose heart still starts to beat 

slightly faster every time they turn off the 

tarmac. People who like to spend their 

evenings in nice hotels eating gorgeous 

two-course meals, not self-sufficient 

overlanding lunatics who’d gleefully camp 

inside the hollowed-out carcass of 

whatever was caught for dinner. If you’ve 

ever done an off-road school, you’re 

already more than qualified. And if you 

haven’t, Mats can sort you out. 

If the idea of switching off from the 

normal world and disappearing into a 

forest for a few days sounds appealing, or 

you just want to try something different 

from the usual destinations, then you’re 

the perfect candidate. Off-roading through 

Scandanavia might sound like something 

other people do, but thanks to Mats, it’s 

never been this easy. It’s an accessible 

adventure — two words that sound much 

better together than ‘moose tower’. 

“Mats knows the area’s 
tourist attractions, 
including the Ikea museum”

“Disused military 
storage depots are 
hidden in the forest”

The Yamaha XT660R 

hire bikes are light, 

agile and with 

enough grunt to have 

some fun  
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All the Rider Needs

EUROPE’S LARGEST

STOCKIST

SPARES 
BY MAIL 
ORDER

+44 (0)117 
977 0466
e: spares@fowlers

.co.uk

2-12 Bath Road,

 Bristol, BS4 3DR, UK

fowlers.bike/ride

KAWASAKI

GENUINE
PARTS

 Same Day

Dispatch!

Abandoned cars in 

the forest have 

become a natural art 

installation   

There is some 

on-road riding as 

well — either to get to 

the next off-road 

section or simple to 

enjoy to black-top 

It’s not all 

gravel and dirt, 

you know   

Lakes and 

forests are the 

main ingredients 

of the stunning 

scenery in the 

Småland region
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THIS MONTH I completed a suitability 

assessment for the IAM Roadsmart 

Advanced Rider Course. The complete 

course costs £149, which covers this 

initial assessment, all the training and 

your first test. However, it’s recognised 

by many insurers (check when getting 

your quote), so it may help bring down 

the cost of your premium.

My observer for this assessment, 

Mick, is a volunteer for the Boston 

Advanced Motorists Group 

(bostonadvancedmotorists.co.uk or 

07742 552223) in Lincolnshire. It’s one 

of more than 200 groups across the UK 

set up to deliver the IAM Roadsmart 

course based around the same 

principles as the police Bikesafe 

course. It applies the IPSGA 

(Information, Position, Speed, Gear, 

Acceleration) system to various 

elements of riding, such as cornering, 

overtaking and so on. 

The assessment is a 90-minute 

session where the observer talks  

you through what the course involves 

before heading out on a 30-minute 

observed ride. Feedback is given on 

your suitability for the Advanced Rider 

Course, what areas you need to work 

on and how many sessions they think 

you may need to get to test standard.

Following the feedback section your 

observer then gives a demonstration 

ride, allowing you to see in practice the 

feedback you’ve been given.

In my case, the main piece of feedback 

I received was that I was now trying so 

hard to apply the ‘movement of road 

position’ through corners that I was at 

times coming too close to oncoming 

traffic when taking left-hand bends. 

Mick reminded me that while the 

principles should be followed, you 

should also be constantly asking 

yourself whether your ‘safety bubble’ is 

adequate and move back to the centre 

of the road if there’s oncoming traffic.

The good news for me is that I passed 

my assessment and plan to start my 

advanced course in the spring. 

TRAINING
SCHOOL

IAM assessment ride

RiDE’s Sarah Norman has been 

riding for just over a year and this 

month submitted herself to an

“I was, at times, 
coming too close  
to oncoming traffic”� IAM ASSESSMENT

Where: Locations nationwide

How long: Half a day

How much: Included as part of the  

IAM Advanced Rider Course (£149).

Who’s it for? Anyone starting an  

IAM Advanced Rider Course

More information: www.iamroadsmart.com
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BEFORE AFTER
TOO CLOSE

A wide line gives the 

best view through a 

corner but can leave 

you exposed to 

oncoming traffic

‘SAFETY 

BUBBLE’

SAFETY FIRST

Don’t stick to the 

line if it affects your 

safety — better to 

move back into the 

centre of the road
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Great gifts
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Order today...
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 No crowds – order online 

 Free e-card with every order
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FOR JUST
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Magazine subscriptions make the perfect 

presents, with a personal touch. Choose from 
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SPECIALIST DIRECTORY

INDIA & NEPAL

blazingtrailstours.com
The Planet's Tastiest Motorcycle Adventures 

���������	
��Flight Inclusive
£2�95

Call: 05603 666788

Included: Bikes | Flights | Accommodation | Mountains | Damage Cover 

Pro Medical Back-up | Support Vehicle | Rivers | Stunning Views | Twisties 

Temples | Transfers | Experienced Guides | Sunsets | Mechanics | Potholes 

Monkeys | Weather | Spares | Tank of Fuel | Some Meals | Memories. 

Optional: Beer | Elephants | Extra Curry | Off-bike Activities | Snakes 

VFR-NEWZEALAND
Honda Pan Europeans, 
VFR800s and VTECs

www.vfrnewzealand.com
Call 07779 656 253 

Fly drive holidays now booking up to April 2018

Recommended by

www.hagon-shocks.co.uk

SHOCK ABSORBERS

OVERSEAS TOURS

BUMPSTOP BATTERIES

NORMANDY 
LA MOTTE 

BIKE FRIENDLY B&B
Secure covered parking

PHONE BILL OR CAROL
0033-233-510084

www.lamottebandb.fr
CLOTHING & 

ACCESSORIES

ACCOMMODATION 

IN FRANCE

TRY SOMETHING NEW
ADVENTURE IN SCANDINAVIA

magicmotorexperience.com

88%
agreed they trust 

more than they trust any other 
motorcycle magazine

(Source: Bauer Power 2016 - self completion survey)
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INSURANCE BROKERS

Freephone:

0800 954 9843
Online quotes at: www.bwhh.co.uk

For all your insurance needs - bike, car, van, 
multi-vehicle, home & travel

O The best policy at the best  

price, buy and save

O We search over 30  

insurance companies

O FREE Breakdown Cover

O FREE Legal Assistance

O Instant cover and instalments

O FREE Helmet & Leathers Cover 

including Personal Accident Cover

Proud
sponsors of

Be Wiser Ducati

2016 BSB 
Championship 
winning team

CLOTHING RANGE

UK opening hours: Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm, Sat 9am - 5pm, Sun 10am - 4pm. 
Carole Nash Motorcycle Insurance: ^^Terms and conditions apply, visit www.carolenash.com/
sixwheelgiveaway, image of car shown is a Suzuki Ignis SZ5 for illustrative purposes only, actual prize 
car is Suzuki Ignis SZ-T. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority, firm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a trading style of Carole Nash 
Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 2600841.

Six Wheel Multi-Bike Off Road Custom Future Classic Classic Vintage

carolenash.com One bike, one car, one policy

Based on reviews from January 2017 – June 2017

of customers would
recommend Carole Nash94

2015

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2017

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2016

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

Call for a Motorcycle quote

0800 083 5566

Call for a Six Wheel
®
 quote

0800 458 2544

CAROLE NASH
VOTED THE UK’S FAVOURITE & BEST  

MOTORCYCLE INSURANCE BROKER^

WIN A SUZUKI  
 GSX-R125 BIKE  
& IGNIS CAR,
 WORTH OVER 
£15,000! ^^

JUST GET A BIKE, CAR OR 
SIX WHEEL® QUOTE TODAY!
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 YOUR SAY

LETTERS Email ride@ride.co.uk, 
Write to us RiDE, Media House, 
Lynchwood, Peterborough PE2 6EA

With my friend Kev, I recently completed a mini tour  

of Ireland, taking in the Causeway Coast route and the 

Wild Atlantic Way. Kev was on a BMW R1200GS and I 

was on my 1998 Honda Transalp XL600V.

We were very impressed with the roads and 

scenery and the helpful, friendly people. All was going 

well until leaving a small town called Bundoran in 

Western Ireland, when my chain snapped. I thought I 

would be okay as I had breakdown cover but it turned 

out to be recovery only and took three hours to arrive 

— though, to be fair, the recovery driver had driven 75 

miles to assist me and I was grateful.

Using his phone, Kev found a dealer that had a 

Transalp chain in stock but the shop was 45 miles 

away and closing at 4:30pm, so off he went. What 

was most helpful were the three bikers that stopped 

and offered to assist in any way they could. I am most 

grateful to another BMW R1200GS rider, Ray, who 

stopped and called his friend James — another biker  

— who offered to fit my new chain if I could get the 

bike to his farm, some 15 miles away. When recovery 

arrived, the Transalp and I were taken to James’s 

remote farmhouse, where he had a small workshop. 

Kev arrived with a new chain and James made tea and 

sandwiches before fitting it. As we had a hotel booked 

that night and 125 miles to go, we said thanks and 

goodbye to James, despite his kind offer to stay. 

We arrived back home the next day, all thanks to 

Kev for getting the chain, Ray for stopping and putting 

me in touch with James, and James himself for giving 

up his Saturday afternoon and early evening to fit my 

chain. Without their assistance, I would have been 

stranded on a bank holiday weekend waiting for a 

garage to open to fit a new chain. Thanks to the 

kindness of Ireland’s bikers, I was back on the road.

Michael Bowden

Smiles per gallon
I read with interest your fuel economy 

challenge in the November issue. The 

2017 Suzuki V-Strom 650 managed to 

achieve 76.9 mpg on what sounds like 

a careful ride. My 2015 V-Strom 

regularly achieves 70mpg on a mix of 

urban and motorway commuting. The 

very best I have seen was 75mpg, 

while I was running the bike in. On a 

recent trip to Germany, the best I 

managed — after switching from E10 

to proper 97 octane unleaded — was 

a reasonable 65mpg, fully loaded, 

which I thought was pretty good.

Dave Loubser

Power shortage
We’re being told that in 20 years  

all cars and bikes will need to be 

electric. Does that mean cables 

draped across pavements from 

houses without garages to charge 

cars and bikes so people can get to 

work the next day? Or if you take a 

trip to the coast, having to stop on 

the way to charge the vehicle?

And where will the electricity come 

from? We can only just keep the lights 

on in winter now with the 

decommissioning of dirty power 

stations, yet it will be years before 

nuclear stations are online to replace 

them. Then everyone will complain 

about these new stations, or the wind 

turbines opposite their houses.

So it’s an electric future then, is it? 

I’m not so sure it can be delivered — 

we only have another 20 years to 

solve this, after all!

Chris Playdon

LETTER OF THE MONTH

Irish hospitality

Blood Bunnies
I thought I’d send you  

a few pictures of the 

Blood Bikes Manchester 

team. You can’t get a 

more rewarding ride 

than one of ours — 

delivering blood or baby 

milk, for example. And 

it’s not often you get to 

see a rabbit on a 

motorcycle either!

Chris Bannister

Road rage
Thought I’d share my top five pet 

biking hates, just because I need  

to get them off my chest.

Fast drivers signalling late:

What’s the point of signalling when 

you’re already changing lanes?

Drivers who deliberately block 

bikers from filtering: There they 

are, sitting in a traffic jam with no 

chance of moving anywhere but they 

spot us in their mirrors and decide to 

move out of the line just enough to 

block our progress by pressing 

themselves against a bollard or, even 

nicer, forcing us into the path of 

oncoming traffic.

Cyclists: Sorry, but an increasing 

number of them don’t even drive so 

THE STAR LETTER WINS A PAIR OF 
OUTLAST DIABLO WATERPROOF 
GLOVES BY WEISE (WORTH £99.99)
Full-grain leather, with an Outlast® temperature-regulating
lining and visor wipe on the left-hand thumb. 
See www.thekeycollection.co.uk
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basically, they have no road training  

at all and have probably haven’t even 

heard of the Highway Code.

Scooter riders wearing trainers 

or flip-flops and no gloves: Why 

bother dressing at all? You might as 

well just go around in your undies.

People who look at you like 

you’re slightly unhinged just 

because you ride a motorcycle:

They’ll lecture you about the risks but 

they’ve never ridden a bike in their 

lives. They’ve concluded that the only 

reason we ride is because we’re 

ignorant of the risks.

There, I feel better already!

Mark Lindsay

New bike jitters
Tomorrow I will be picking up my new 

bike from my local dealer just before 

noon. I’ve been riding for almost 40 

years now and although my 

expectation of what tomorrow will 

bring is probably not quite what it was 

40 years ago, the excitement itself has 

not diminished in the slightest. In fact, I 

would even say it has got more intense 

as the years have gone on.

It was a feature in last month’s RiDE 

magazine that was my inspiration for 

my latest purchase and I am as excited 

now as I was on the eve of my first 

motorcycle purchase all those years 

ago, back in 1978. Bring it on!

Simon Kelly

Don’t look back
It was with a heavy heart that I handed 

over my beloved 2005 Yamaha FJR1300 

to my dealer today as I was awaiting 

its replacement, a Tracer 900. During 

11 memorable years, the FJR carried my 

wife and I to many places throughout 

Europe and the UK. We swept through 

the Scottish Highlands, cruised along 

the shores of Lake Geneva and 

onwards up the Grimsel Pass, galloped 

through Austria into Italy via the 

Timmelsjoch Pass, ventured deep  

into the Black Forest and Bavaria, 

meandered through the vineyards of 

the Loire valley and the Dordogne in 

France, and hustled through the 

forests of Belgium and Luxembourg. 

Our last adventures together were 

three fabulous tours of the Picos 

Mountains in Spain.

From my perch on that wide, 

comfortable seat, astride that titan of 

an engine, I saw amazing vistas in 12 

countries during 33,000 miles of pure 

enjoyment. What a magnificent 

motorcycle: powerful yet forgiving, 

thrilling yet reassuring, poised, 

versatile, utterly competent and 

reliable. I hope many more adventures 

await my old friend in the company of 

her new owner. Look after her, please, 

and she will reward you with great 

times and great memories. My new 

Tracer has very big boots to fill.

Garnett Wolseley 

Free beer!
Some friends and I recently headed to Grossglockner High Alpine 

Road, returning via Timmelsjoch Pass, Furka Pass, Verbier and 

Disentis to Chamonix. We also took our bikes on the train from 

Dusseldorf to Vienna, which was an experience — four blokes in 

one tight cabin and no food for the entire journey. However, we 

did have a cask of lager given to us from the chap in Hein Gericke 

in Dusseldorf. When we said we were loading our bikes onto the 

train he disappeared round the back, then came back with a cask 

of lager! On the house. He just said; “You’ll need this!” 

Deano
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Make commuting fun
I’ve just bought a bike again (a 

five-year old Triumph Daytona 675) 

after a three-year break and can’t 

believe how much it has transformed 

my life. No longer is my 66-mile 

commute to work a soul-destroying 

daily grind of sitting in traffic jams; 

it’s now a real pleasure. In fact, it’s 

so much fun that I don’t even mind 

the alarm going off in the mornings 

because now it signals fun and not 

misery! I’d forgotten just how much 

freedom being on two wheels offers 

and if it means getting a bit wet and 

cold now and again, then who cares? 

It’s a price I’m more than happy to 

pay. The only problem was on my 

first day of commuting by bike I set 

off from the house at the normal time 

but arrived at work 15 minutes early! 

Steve Thompson

Parade lap record
Did you know that there was a new 

world record set at Silverstone this 

summer, by 213 lady riders doing a 

parade lap? There was, and I was 

one of them. It was an amazing event 

that was set up by two fabulous 

ladies, Sherrie Woolf and Nimi Patel 

(both organise MotoAdvisor on 

Facebook). It came about after 

another lady biker gathering at the 

Raven, Whitchurch, Shropshire 

which saw an amazing 1132 lady 

bikers all together in one place — 

another record, I believe. This event 

brought lady bikers from all over the 

UK including Ireland, Scotland and 

Wales. I was there after doing two 

weeks travelling in Europe for my 

honeymoon, coming home on the 

Saturday, doing the Ace Café for 

breakfast on Sunday morning and 

then making our way to Whitchurch 

(on the way home for us, my husband 

and I). This was also a wonderful 

event; you don’t realise just how 

many lady bikers there are out there 

and I think that we all deserve a 

mention. So if you could, that would 

be lovely. 

Tracy Atkinson

Cross country
It was interesting to read your East 

to West ride in the November issue. 

We organised a similar ride through 

the Crosstourer forum. It was great 

fun and, like you, we avoided the 

main roads from Lowestoft to 

Anglesey. A long day, but brilliant!

Paul Huston

o on 
with 

Cast your  
vote at  

www.ride.co.uk/

love-your-motorcycle

by October 25

Paying the price
This is my girlfriend Sandra and her Yamaha YBR250 on their first 

1000-mile trip, from London, through Snowdonia and all over Wales.  

A dream ride, she had no problem whatsoever keeping up with my 

FZS600. This is by the Llandudno Cable Car, at the tip of Marine Drive 

— a four-mile scenic coastal road that shouldn’t be missed (despite the 

£1.50 toll charge). An otherwise phenomenal tour, until I left her 

backpack on a park bench in Coventry, including her three-day-old 

Rukka gloves, passport, driver’s licence and wallet — never to be seen 

again. I’ve been doing the oil changes ever since… 

Roman Mittermayr

Do you love your motorcycle? As much 

as these riders? We’ve been looking 

for riders who really take care of their 

bikes, rewarding them with an 

Sdoc100 Classic Cleaning kit

worth £49.99 when they submitted 

pictures of their cherished machines 

by going to www.ride.co.uk/

love-your-motorcycle

But now you can win a cleaning kit, 

without even having to submit a 

picture of your pride and joy. We’ve 

whittled the entries down to ten 

finalists and we want you to tell us 

which you think looks best. Simply  

go to the website and cast your vote. 

Each month, two voters will also win 

an Sdoc100 Classic Cleaning Kit.

Closing date for votes - October 25.

How to love 
your motorcycle 
The Sdoc100 Classic 

Cleaning kit has everything 

you need to take care of 

your bike: the RiDE 

Recommended Sdoc 

Cleaning Gel to shift dirt, 

Gloss Wax to add a long- 

lasting shine to paintwork, 

Colour Refresher to give a 

deep black gloss to matt 

plastics and Corrosion 

Protectant to look after 

metalwork, whatever the 

weather. It’s everything  

you need to love your 

motorcycle.

EACH MONTH YOU COULD WIN AN SDOC100 
CLASSIC CLEANING KIT WORTH £49.99  
Just go to www.ride.co.uk/love-your-motorcycle and cast your vote
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 BACK IN THE DAY

2012

Looks and fuel range 

were the clinchers for 

Mark Van Blommestein

Sheila McQueen loved 

virtually everything 

about her Africa Twin

SINCE ITS LAUNCH in 2015, Honda’s 

current Africa Twin (tested on p60) has 

quickly built a fanbase with its good-

looking, go-anywhere, do-anything 

versatility — it’s probably the best bike 

Honda makes. But three years before, 

back in October 2012, the world was still 

lamenting the departure of the old Africa 

Twin and the subsequent void it left in 

Honda’s line-up. In RiDE’s People’s Long 

Term Test feature, it was clear the 

gangly old V-twin was still very much 

loved but, also, a new Africa Twin would 

be appreciated, thank you Honda.

Back then, RiDE 

readers and Africa Twin 

owners Sheila McQueen 

and Mark Van 

Blommestein waxed 

lyrical about their bikes 

and explained why they 

adored them so much. 

McQueen had already 

owned her 1999 XRV750 

for two years when we spoke to her, but 

she still enjoyed it. “I love the fact my 

bike has plenty of presence,” she said. “I 

also like riding bikes, not cleaning them, 

so I appreciate the build quality lets me 

get away with it. And I like that it has 

carburettors, not fuel injection, and it’s 

quite tall and so comfortable to ride.”

The distinctive graphics also appealed; 

“It’s a bit more out of the ordinary than 

the BMW GSs and KTMs that have taken 

over the adventure-riding market.”

Mark Van Blommestein had owned his 

2002 XRV750 for ten years when we 

spoke to him in 2012, and had racked  

up 40,000 miles on it without any major 

issues. “There are many things I like 

about the bike — the looks, for one —  

but also the tank range, the good mpg 

(55-57mpg and 215-225 miles on a tank), 

the high seating position, the simple 

design and mechanics for home 

servicing, as well as the 

very durable finish.”

Both Sheila and Mark 

found their bikes hard to 

fault. McQueen’s only 

grumble was that she 

hadn’t mastered the art 

of hauling her Africa 

Twin onto its 

centrestand, while Van 

Blommestein pointed out the Honda’s 

tubed tyres were a hassle on the rare 

occasion he got a puncture. 

Van Blommestein’s parting wish was 

that Honda would release an all-new 

Africa Twin. The old model was 

produced from 1989 to 2003 and, after  

a decade away, it looked like it would 

never reappear. “I can’t see myself ever 

trading my Africa Twin in, though I like the 

idea of getting a modern equivalent.”

Three years later his dream would 

come true when, following a long teaser 

campaign, Honda finally revealed their 

all-new Africa Twin. If you’re out there 

Mark, let us know if you bought one! 

 Ten years after the last V-twin Africa Twin 

rolled out in 2003, rumours began to 

circulate of a new bike. Early in 2013, Honda 

returned to racing in the Dakar Rally. A few 

months later it trademarked the Africa Twin 

name and, at the same time, patent office 

drawings suggested the new bike would be a 

1000cc parallel twin with a dirt-friendly 21in 

front wheel. When a ‘prototype’ was finally 

debuted at the 2014 Milan show, it was 

indeed a 998cc parallel twin making 94bhp 

(up from the old 750cc Africa Twin’s 52bhp 

V-twin) and its 21in front and slim profile 

suggested more off-road bias than ‘touring’ 

adventure bikes like BMW’s R1200GS and 

Triumph’s Tiger Explorer. And so it proved; 

although the new Africa Twin is mechanically 

unrelated to the previous model, its 

philosophy is very much the same. And the 

new one has turned out just as popular.

Today’s version

Why we Loved 
the old Africa Twin

“I like riding 
bikes, not 
cleaning them”
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