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The main stories... 2 NEWS 

What happened 
After 20 months of ne-
gotiations and more than 
a decade of diplomatic 
maneuvering, Iran this 
week reached a landmark 
agreement with the U.S. 
and five other world 
powers to curb its nuclear 
program in exchange for 
relief from international 
economic sanctions. The 
historic deal, culminating 
18 intensive days of final 
talks in Vienna, requires 
Tehran to drastically reduce its uranium-enriching capability for 
the next 15 years, subject to on-the-ground checks by United Na-
tions inspectors. President Obama said the accord cut off “every 
pathway to a nuclear weapon,” and “is not built on trust—it is 
built on verification.” He hailed it as an “opportunity to move in 
a new direction.” In Tehran, where thousands of jubilant resi-
dents greeted the news by dancing in the streets, President Hassan 
Rouhani called the deal a “legal, technical, and political victory 
for Iran.” Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu called it a 
“mistake of historic proportions,” and congressional Republicans 
promised to try to kill the deal, which would require a two-thirds 
supermajority of both the House and Senate and require many 
Democratic votes. Republican House Speaker John Boehner said 
the deal, which Congress has 60 days to review, will “only em-
bolden Iran” and “fuel a nuclear arms race around the world.” 
 
Under terms negotiated by U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry and 
other Western officials, Tehran agreed to reduce its existing stock-
pile of low-enriched uranium by 98 percent; disable two-thirds of 
its uranium-enriching centrifuges; convert the underground For-
dow facility into a research center; and redesign the heavy-water 
reactor in Arak so it cannot produce weapons-grade plutonium. 
These and other measures will be verified by the U.N. Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency, which will have access to any site 
it deems suspicious—subject to approval by a Western-dominated 
arbitration panel—within 24 days. If Tehran fulfills these commit-
ments, the West will suspend its nuclear-related sanctions in stages; 
lift a long-standing arms embargo in five years; and drop restric-
tions on the country’s ballistic missile program in eight years. Any 
breach of the conditions will cause the U.N. sanctions to “snap 
back” into place.

What the editorials said 
The deal “is far from perfect,” but it’s the best of available alter-
natives, said The Boston Globe. The Iranians had been steadily 
enriching enough uranium to build nuclear weapons, and the only 
way to stop them would be a major military confrontation “at 
a time of great instability in the region.” Many of the countries 
participating in sanctions against Iran, including China, India, and 
Japan, desperately want Iranian oil, and “only agreed to reduce 
their trade with Iran temporarily” to get Tehran to the negotiating 
table. Without a deal, sanctions would have collapsed.
 
This agreement “all but guarantees that Tehran will eventually 
become a nuclear power,” said The Wall Street Journal. It allows 

the mullahs to continue 
building and testing 
advanced centrifuges, 
and leaves their 6,000 
existing centrifuges 
ready to be “reactivated 
at the flick of switch.” 
The U.N.’s inspectors 
will be stymied by 
layers of international 
bureaucracy, and Iran is 
now free to buy or build 
ballistic missiles in eight 
years—missiles that can 
deliver a nuclear weapon 

anywhere in the world, “including to the U.S.”
 
In the short term, this deal will likely lead to “an increase in sectar-
ian bloodshed,” said The Washington Post. Iran will no doubt 
use its $150 billion windfall from sanctions relief to expand its 
pro-Shiite meddling in the region. But President Obama is hoping 
that in the long term, engagement with the West will encourage the 
mullahs to soften their virulent anti-Western stance and rejoin the 
international community. It’s a high-risk gamble. 

What the columnists said 
By any reasonable measure, this is “a remarkably good deal,” said 
Fred Kaplan in Slate.com. With inspectors monitoring every link in 
the nuclear supply chain—from centrifuge production to uranium 
stockpiles—any cheating is “very likely to be detected.” Israel and 
Saudi Arabia actually oppose any deal with Iran; Netanyahu and 
King Salman see Tehran as a dangerous regional rival and want 
the U.S. “to fight their wars against Iran for them.” But another 
prolonged war in the Middle East isn’t in America’s interests. Re-
publicans are “being played as pawns in someone else’s game.”
 
“Nobody wants a war,” said Bret Stephens in The Wall Street 
Journal. But we’re putting our trust in a virulently anti-Semitic 
regime that was trying to buy nuclear equipment as recently as 
January. At best, Iran “puts its nuclear ambitions in cold stor-
age for a decade,” so Obama has just punted this problem to a 
successor. The West was too eager to cut a deal, and made far too 
many concessions, said Max Boot in CommentaryMagazine.com. 
Instead of “anytime, anywhere” inspections, for example, Tehran 
will have up to 24 days to “sanitize” any suspect sites before the 
inspectors get in. Congress—and the country—shouldn’t accept 
this “massive capitulation.”
 
In demanding a perfect deal, conservative hawks are actually blam-
ing Obama “for the fact the U.S. is not omnipotent,” said Peter 
Beinart in TheAtlantic.com. The Right still believes that if only 
the U.S. were “tough” enough, we would compel Iran to raise the 
white flag of total surrender, ISIS to crumble, and Vladimir Putin to 
give up on Ukraine. But Afghanistan, Iraq, and other events of the 
past half-century have shown that “American power is limited,” 
and that we must sometimes negotiate and settle for the least worst 
option. If that’s the case, Obama should just admit the deal is part 
of his “Middle East exit strategy,” said Eli Lake in  BloombergView 
.com. This isn’t, as he claims, a triumph of “American global leader-
ship.” It’s a “recognition of American exhaustion.”
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What happened 
Greece’s leftist prime minister, Alexis Tsipras, faced 
mounting anger at home this week after he agreed 
to introduce punishing economic reforms de-
manded by Eurozone creditors in return for a des-
perately needed $95 billion bailout. The last-minute 
deal to prevent Greece from exiting the euro requires 
the country to relax labor laws, cut pensions, and hike 
sales taxes—conditions rejected by Greek voters in a 
referendum last week. Foreign lenders will supervise 
the sale of $55 billion worth of state assets, likely to 
include ports, airports, and utility companies, and be 
given the power to veto Greek legislation linked to the 
bailout. Tsipras, who came to power this year prom-
ising to end austerity, caved in after European leaders said they 
were prepared to cast Greece out of the euro and threatened to 
pull the plug on Greece’s financial system, causing its banks to 
implode. But hard-liners in his Syriza party condemned the deal, 
with Energy Minister Panagiotis Lafazanis saying that lead Euro-
zone lender Germany and its allies had acted like “financial assas-
sins.” Anti-austerity protesters threw petrol bombs at police out-
side Parliament as politicians inside debated the package. 

The International Monetary Fund, a significant lender in Greece’s 
two previous bailouts, strongly criticized the new deal and threat-
ened to withdraw support for the effort unless it included mas-
sive debt relief. The IMF said Greece’s $330 billion debt was 
“highly unsustainable,” and suggested Eurozone countries forgive 
many of their loans or give Greece a 30-year grace period on re-
payments. Germany and several other northern European nations 
have so far refused to discuss erasing Greek debt.

What the editorials said 
“Enough is enough: Greece should just leave the euro system,” 
said BloombergView.com. In return for their cash, Eurozone 
lenders have effectively told Greece that it must “become an EU 
colony, not a sovereign state.” This humiliating deal will give 
foreign technocrats the authority to tear up legislation put for-
ward by Greek politicians and sell off public assets as they see 
fit. That power grab could permanently damage the single cur-
rency, said the Financial Times. Eurozone institutions are now 

assuming so much responsibility for Greece’s crippled 
economy “that they will inevitably bear the political 
taint” when this bailout fails.

But the alternative to this agreement was far worse, said 
The Washington Post. Greece’s sudden departure from 
the Eurozone would have caused mass poverty among 
Greeks and transformed Europe’s financial crisis into 
a “geopolitical crisis.” The terms might seem harsh, 
but if Greece sticks to the reform plan, it could end 
up with a much more vibrant economy and a more 
cost-effective public sector. “That may be austerity, 

but it’s not necessarily mindless.” 

What the columnists said  
As the Eurozone’s “creditor in chief,” Germany “is proving to be 
a calamitous hegemon,” said Philippe Legrain in ForeignPolicy 
.com. After five years of austerity, “the Greek economy is in dire 
straits,” with 26 percent unemployment and 40 percent of Greek 
children living in poverty. Sensible policymakers would try to rekin-
dle growth, but frugal Germany has instead ordered more austerity, 
which will only deepen the economic hole, increase Greece’s unsus-
tainable debt burden, and make a “Grexit” more likely. 

The idea that Greece has been mistreated by “cruel Europeans” is 
a leftist fantasy, said Gideon Rachman in the Financial Times. To 
fund its bloated welfare state, Greece lived beyond its means for 
decades and was running a budget deficit of more than 10 percent 
of GDP when its economy collapsed in 2008. Eurozone countries 
led by Germany stepped in to help when the market wouldn’t and 
have so far provided $265 billion to the debt-wracked country—
money that Athens is “highly unlikely” to ever pay back. 

This crisis should serve as a lesson for the next Eurozone country 
that finds itself in trouble, said John Cassidy in NewYorker .com. 
By forcing Greece into “abject surrender”—over the protests of 
France and other Eurozone countries— Germany has made its con-
servative economic ideology into the single currency’s ethos. Once 
a union of equals, the Eurozone’s motto now seems to be “Submit 
to German rule or leave.” In the years ahead, “Germany may dis-
cover that many Europeans would prefer the second option.”

Greece stays in the euro—for now

G
et

ty

As summer jobs go, I had it pretty easy. My first gig the summer 
after my junior year in high school was at a law office, running er-
rands and making copies. What it lacked in decent wages, it made 

up for in aggressive air-conditioning. The next summer, I babysat two kids for 40 hours a week; 
another year, I answered phones all day in a hospital’s billing department. Those summer jobs 
were poorly paid but formative, and all of my friends, no matter what their parents did for a 
living, worked, too. They lifeguarded and built houses, umped Little League games and bused 
tables. It meant a few dollars in our pockets and gas in our tanks—and most importantly, a little 
taste of adulthood.

What I learned during those summers was valuable: Show up on time. Your boss isn’t your 
mom. Some jobs are terribly boring, and best to be avoided later. These are the foundational les-
sons of working life, and they are increasingly unavailable to young Americans. Fewer than a third 
of teens worked between June and August last year, a near-historical low (see Making Money). The 
school year is longer; year-round sports are more demanding; and short, unpaid internships are 
seen as requirements for college applications. Competition for entry-level jobs is also tougher be-
cause of the sluggish economy. Well-off kids have less time for a job, in other words, and less well-
off kids have a harder time landing one. They’re marching toward their working life without much 
actual work experience. Which is too bad, because those summers taught me plenty about what I 
didn’t want to do after graduation—which is its own kind of paycheck.
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Controversy of the week4 NEWS 

Bush: Should Americans work more?
“Jeb Bush wants you to work more, whether you like it or 
not,” said Brian Beutler in NewRepublic.com. When discuss-
ing his improbable plan to deliver 4 percent GDP growth 
every year, the Republican presidential front-runner said 
last week that too many Americans are working part-
time jobs. “We have to be a lot more productive,” 
Bush said. “People need to work longer hours and, 
through their productivity, gain more income for 
their families.” What that means, when you exam-
ine Bush’s past statements and orthodox conser-
vative economic views, is that even people who 
prefer to work 25 or 30 hours a week should be 
prodded by policy into full-time jobs. Let that be a 
warning to you, “beleaguered American middle-class 
proles,” said Eugene Robinson in The Washington 
Post. “You’re slacking.” Coming from the mouth of a Bush—
“born into great wealth and privilege”—the implication that 
American workers are lazy was “tone-deaf to say the least.” Fact 
is, worker productivity has soared 80 percent between 1973 and 
2011 despite median wages rising a measly 12 percent. Americans 
need raises, not lectures from another patrician Republican.

Please “spare us the disingenuous dudgeon,” said the New York 
Daily News in an editorial. Bush wasn’t calling American workers 
lazy; he was talking specifically about people who want to work 
longer hours but can’t get a full-time job. His diagnosis of underem-
ployment was “dead-on”: A full six years after the Great Recession, 
6.5 million people say they are still stuck in part-time employment 
and struggling to get by on diminished paychecks. Many of those 
part-timers can blame the Obama administration for their woes, 
said Larry Kudlow in NationalReview.com. They’re called 29ers: 
employees who’ve had their working weeks slashed below 30 hours 

by companies that can’t afford the expensive health-care 
insurance mandated for full-time workers under Obamacare. 
Millions of other Americans have dropped out of the work-

force altogether, their work ethic undermined by “overex-
tended unemployment insurance” and food stamps. 

Ah, now there’s the real subtext behind Bush’s 
remark: America is a “nation of takers,” said Paul 

Krugman in The New York Times. Despite his 
moderate image, Bush stands firmly with con-
servatives in blaming an anemic recovery on 
workers, not employers. But in this “no-vacation 
nation,” Americans put in more hours “than their 

counterparts in just about every other wealthy 
country,” clocking an unofficial 47 hours a week, 

according to a 2014 Gallup poll. Many blue-collar workers have 
left the workforce not because they’re lazy, but because our econ-
omy “no longer offers good jobs to ordinary workers.” 

Bush has inadvertently exposed a very important difference 
between the two parties, said Ezra Klein in Vox.com. Democrats 
now actively promote several policies—Obamacare, parental leave, 
paid sick days, and unemployment insurance—that would enable 
Americans to work less. Liberals argue that people should be free 
to cut down their hours, retire early, or take time off to care for a 
family member or pursue a personal project if they choose. “The 
downside of which, of course,” said Jonathan Chait in NYMag 
.com, is less work and less economic growth. Conservatives think 
that’s undesirable and un-American. Democrats—and most of the 
Western world—think a trade-off of less work for more personal 
time is often worth it. Politics aside, here’s the deeper question: 
“Would more work actually make Americans happier?” 

Only in America
Hundreds of armed citizens 

worried about a federal take-
over of Southwestern states 
have set up surveillance teams 
to monitor Operation Jade 
Helm, the U.S. military exer-
cises taking place this week. 
The “Counter Jade Helm” 
project will follow and moni-
tor military personnel and 
relay intelligence to a central 
headquarters in Arizona. “Why 
[Jade Helm] exists, we’re not 
quite certain,” said Texas team 
leader Eric Johnston. “Two 
and two doesn’t add up.”

Congressional Democrats 
have introduced legislation to 
ban the use of the words “hus-
band” and “wife” in federal 
laws, saying they discriminate 
against gay couples. “Gen-
dered’’ terms “reflect prejudice 
and discrimination,” said U.S. 
Rep. Lois Capps, and should 
be replaced by “spouse” and 
“married couple.” 

Boring but important
McDonnell loses appeal

Former Virginia Gov. Bob Mc-
Donnell lost his bid to have 
his public corruption convic-
tions overturned last week, in 
a ruling that could spell trou-
ble for other politicians who 
get gifts from supporters. The 
former Republican gover-
nor was sentenced to two 
years in prison in January 
for granting “quid pro quo” 
favors to businessman Jon-
nie Williams in exchange for 
more than $165,000 in luxury 
gifts and loans. McDonnell 
argued there had been no 
express agreement to trade 
official actions for gifts. But 
a federal appeals panel said 
that because each gift was 
usually followed by an official 
action on Williams’ behalf, 
“the temporal relationship 
between the ‘quids’ and the 
‘quos’ constitute compelling 
evidence of corrupt intent.”

Beefing up security, after escaped Mexican drug lord Joaquin 
“El Chapo” Guzmán tweeted threats against Donald Trump for 
insulting Mexicans, saying, “I’m going to make you eat your 
words.” Trump said he now has guards “hanging out in trees.”
Pete Rose, after the MLB’s all-time hit leader, who was banned 
from the sport for betting on games, got a long standing ova-
tion during a rare on-field appearance at the All-Star Game in 
Cincinnati. “I wish I had gotten a couple of at-bats,” Rose said.
Being prepared, after a Long Island, N.Y., Boy Scout saved his 
choking mother’s life just weeks after earning a badge for learning 
the Heimlich maneuver. “I just did what you’re supposed to do,” 
said Thomas McNally, 12. 

Cheap stunts, after a member of the U.K. boy band Rewind 
passed out from heat exhaustion on a flight to Glasgow because 
he put on 12 layers of clothes to avoid excess baggage fees. 
Personal space, after bartenders at a traditional pub in Scotland 
were forced to don trousers because too many female customers 
were lifting up their kilts for a look. The pub’s manager said, “The 
first few times, it’s funny,” but then “you feel quite vulnerable.”
Domestic tranquility, after government researchers spent 
$2 million on a program encouraging wives to “nag” their hus-
bands to quit using chewing tobacco. “American women don’t need 
the federal government spending money to get us to nag our hus-
bands,” one critic complained. “We do that just fine on our own.” 

Good week for:

Bad week for:
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Bush: No fan of part-time jobs
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Charleston, S.C.
Background-check mistakes: A series 
of “heartbreaking” paperwork errors 
allowed Dylann Roof to obtain the 
.45-caliber handgun he used to carry 
out the shooting massacre at a historic 
black church in Charleston in June, FBI 
Director James Comey admitted last 
week. Roof should never have been 
allowed to buy the gun, Comey said, since 
he had been arrested for narcotics posses-
sion four months before the attack and 
admitted using the drugs to police. But a 
jail clerk made a mistake when processing 
Roof’s arrest, and when an FBI examiner 
who was running background checks 
pulled Roof’s records, she was directed to 
the wrong agency. Unable to find a defini-
tive answer on Roof’s case, the agent had 
no option but to approve the sale. “We 
are all sick that this has happened,” said 
Comey, who promised a review of the 
background  check process. 

New York City
Clinton’s middle-class pitch: Hillary 
Clinton made a major bid to cast herself 
as the center-left candidate of the 2016 
race this week, as she delivered the first 
economic speech of her campaign at a 
university in New York City. Attempting 
to set herself apart from both her Repub-
li can rivals and her party’s increasingly 
popular leftist candidate, Vermont Sen. 
Bernie Sanders, Clinton vowed to deliver 
a “growth and fairness economy” by 
raising taxes on wealthy Americans, 
increasing the federal minimum wage, 
and stimulating growth by providing tax 
incentives for new hiring and investing in 
infrastructure and medical, scientific, and 
energy research. “We must raise incomes 
for hardworking Americans so they can 
afford a middle-class life,” said Clinton. 
The Democratic front-runner carefully 
avoided Sanders’ more populist ideas, 
such as breaking up the big banks. 

Centennial, Colo.
Movie theater massacre: The 11-week 
death penalty trial of movie theater 
shooter James Holmes entered its final 

stage this week, 
as a Colorado 
jury began 
deliberating 
the defendant’s 
fate. Their 
verdict hinges 
on whether 
Holmes, 27, 
was sane when 
he committed 
mass murder at 

a midnight showing of The Dark Knight 
Rises, in July 2012 at an Aurora, Colo., 
theater. Holmes has pleaded not guilty by 
reason of ins anity to 165 criminal charges 
related to the attack, which killed 12 
and injured 70. Defense attorneys argued 
that Holmes’ schizophrenia drove him 
to carry out the shooting, but in 
closing statements, prosecutors 
insisted that Holmes’ months-
long plotting showed a level 
of deception that proved his 
sanity. “He knew what he 
was doing when he killed 
those people,” said Arapahoe 
County District Attorney 
George Brauchler. 

Phoenix
Trump surge: Donald 

Trump continued 
to dominate the 
Republican presi-

dential limelight 
this week, 
traveling to the 

border state of Arizona to deliver a ram-
bling speech about immigration in front 
of a cheering crowd of 4,000 people. 
Speaking at the Phoenix Convention 
Center, the real estate mogul attacked a 
lengthy list of politicians and businesses 
that have criticized him for his comments 
about Mexican immigrants, whom he 
labeled killers and rapists and “not the 
best” people. Midway through Trump’s 
address, the crowd burst into chants of 
“USA! USA!” as security guards escorted 
a group of protesters from the hall. “I 
wonder if the Mexican government sent 
them over here,” said Trump. “Don’t 
worry, we’ll take our country back.” 
Trump now leads the GOP presidential 
field in USA Today’s nationwide poll, 
but fares the worst among the top seven 
Republican candidates when matched 
against Hillary Clinton. 

New York City
Garner settlement: Almost a year to 

the day since Staten Island resident Eric 
Garner died after being put in an appar-
ent chokehold 
by a New York 
City police 
of fi cer, city offi-
cials this week 
announced 
that they had 
reached a pre-
trial settlement 
worth $5.9 mil-
lion with Garner’s family. Garner’s death 
last July sparked nationwide protests 
after cellphone footage showed the 
African-American man yelling, “I can’t 
breathe! I can’t breathe!” while police 
officer Daniel Pantaleo pinned him to the 
ground. Garner’s family filed a claim for 
damages against the city last October, 
but two months later, a grand jury found 
“no reasonable cause” to indict Pantaleo 
over the fatal confrontation. Ed Mullins, 
head of the local police sergeants’ union, 
called this week’s settlement “obscene” 
and “shameful,” arguing that Pantaleo 
had done nothing wrong. But Garner’s 
family continued to call for criminal 
charges, saying that the settlement “does 
not represent justice.” 
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Terrorist suspect Ciccolo 

Garners: Calling for charges

Holmes on trial

Leading the GOP polls

Boston
ISIS charges: 
The estranged 
son of a Boston 
police captain 
who was one 
of the first 
responders to 
the 2013 mara-
thon bombing 
was charged this week in an alleged ISIS 
plot to set off pressure-cooker bombs 
at a college campus. Alexander Ciccolo, 
23, allegedly told a witness cooperating 
with the FBI that he had been inspired 
by Dzhokhar and Tamerlan Tsarnaev, 
who carried out the marathon attack 
using the same devices. His father, Capt. 
Robert Ciccolo, reportedly alerted 
authorities to his son—who has a his-
tory of mental illness—after hearing him 
express his desire to go and fight for 
the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria. The 
younger Ciccolo then allegedly began 

plotting an attack on American 
soil, which officials said he 
planned to stream live online. 

He was arrested after buying 
two Glock handguns, a Colt 
AR-15 rifle, and a SigArms high-

powered rifle.
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Bucharest, Romania
Prime minister charged: Romanian Prime 
Minister Victor Ponta was indicted this week 
on charges of money laundering, tax evasion, 
and forgery. The charges against the Social 
Democrat stem from his time as a lawyer, 
before he took office, and include accusations 
that he forged expense claims to buy luxury 
apartments. President Klaus Iohannis, a right-winger who defeated 
Ponta in the 2014 presidential election, called for his resignation. 
Ponta, who denies any wrongdoing, said he would remain prime 
minister—a position that gives him immunity from some charges. 
Ponta’s indictment is the biggest yet for Romania’s National Anti-
corruption Directorate, which has been aggressively pursuing cases 
in an effort to rid the country of its shady international reputation.

Rio de Janeiro
Child murder epidemic: Murders of children in Brazil have 
doubled over the past 24 years, UNICEF said this week. Some 
10,500 people ages 18 or younger are killed each year, or about 
28 every day—a rate comparable with that of a war zone. Most 
of the victims are poor and black, and most live in the favelas, 
the shantytowns surrounding cities. The surge in violence makes 
Brazil the second-most-dangerous place for teenagers in the 
world, after Nigeria. Some 30 percent of Brazil’s 195 million 
people are under 18.

Caracas, Venezuela
Grab for Guyana: Venezuela has relaunched its claim to the 
disputed Essequibo jungle region, which makes up two-thirds 
of neighboring Guyana. “We are going to take back what our 
grandparents left for us,” President Nicolás Maduro said. The 
territory was granted to Guyana in arbitration in 1899, and 
Venezuela challenged that ruling in 1962 with little effect. Now 

Maduro has asked the United 
Nations to start a new round of 
international arbitration, and he’s 
already created a new government 
agency, the Essequibo Rescue Office, 
which intends to issue Venezuelan 
IDs to the 200,000 Guyanese who 
live there. Guyana, which is des-
perately poor, recently discovered 
oil off the Essequibo coast, and 
Venezuela claims those waters too.

Mexico City
Hunting El Chapo: The Mexican government has 
set a bounty of $3.8 million for information leading 
to the recapture of Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzmán, 
the leader of the world’s most powerful drug gang, 
the Sinaloa cartel. Guzmán made a spectacular 
escape from a maximum-security prison last week 
through a mile-long tunnel dug under his shower, 
and investigators are certain he received help from 
prison and government officials. President Enrique 
Peña Nieto has fired several top officials and turned out the army 
to hunt for Guzmán, but he has failed so far to respond to a U.S. 
offer of wide-ranging help that would have included drones, the 
U.S. Marshals Service, and forensics experts. Since Peña Nieto took 
office in December 2012, Mexican cooperation with U.S. anti-drug 
forces has waned. 

Agadir, Morocco
Skirts OK: In a victory for women’s rights, two Moroccan 
women have been cleared of charges of “gross indecency” 
for wearing tight skirts. The women, ages 23 and 29, were walk-
ing through a market last month, wearing skirts just above the 
knee, when they rebuffed a man’s advances and he and other men 
attacked them. When police arrived, they arrested not the men 
but the women. The arrests sparked large protests in Moroccan 
cities, and thousands of Moroccan women tweeted pictures of 
themselves in miniskirts along with the phrase “Wearing a dress 
is not a crime.”

Lüneberg, Germany
Auschwitz conviction: In what may be the last 
trial of a former Nazi, ex–SS officer Oskar 
Gröning was sentenced this week to four years 
in prison for 300,000 counts of complicity in 
murder. Gröning, 94, worked at Auschwitz 

concentration camp collecting cash and 
valuables from Hungarian Jews as they 
arrived on packed trains. He said that 
while he saw atrocities occur, he never 

committed any. In the past, Gröning described his role as “a 
small cog in the gears” and “involuntary,” but this week he apol-
ogized. “No one should have taken part in Auschwitz,” he said. 
“I sincerely regret not having lived up to this realization earlier.” 
The sentence was longer than the 3½ years prosecutors sought, 
but Gröning will probably not serve any time, because of his age.
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Mexico’s most wanted

Gröning: Guilty

Ponta: Suspect deals

Disputed territory
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Khabarovsk, Russia
Planes drop from sky: 
A Tu-95 Bear 
strategic bomber 
crashed near Russia’s 
eastern border this week—the sixth 
Russian military aircraft to crash in the past six weeks. The seven 
airmen bailed out; two of them died. Russia’s air force has been 
flying its aging fleet hard, with extra patrols and exercises, since 
the Ukraine crisis began 18 months ago. NATO intercepted some 
400 Russian military planes near its borders last year, a 50 per-
cent increase over 2013. That extra flight time is taking a toll. 
“Russian aircraft were never designed for maintainability; they 
were designed to be flown 10 years and then thrown away,” mili-
tary analyst Mark Bobbi told The Moscow Times. Poorly trained, 
inexperienced pilots may also be partly to blame for the accidents.

Abuja, Nigeria
Military chiefs sacked: Fed up with the mili-
tary’s failure to defeat Boko Haram, Nigerian 
President Muhammadu Buhari has fired the 
heads of the army, navy, and air force and 
the national security adviser. Buhari, a former 
general who led a military dictatorship for 
18 months in the 1980s, replaced the army 
chief and security adviser with generals from 

Borno, the northern state where the Islamic militants hold sway. 
“They possess ancestral knowledge of the Borno terrain, in addi-
tion to being direct victims of insurgency attacks, with their rela-
tives killed, their residences destroyed, and their towns raided,” 
said Borno Gov. Kashim Shettima. Boko Haram has killed some 
10,000 people since 2009 and kidnapped thousands of girls and 
women as sex slaves.

Sylhet, Bangladesh
Lynching sparks outrage: A video of a 
13-year-old boy being lashed to a pole 
and beaten to death with a metal rod has 
caused a national uproar in Bangladesh. 
A group of men accused the boy, Samiul 
Alam Rajon, of stealing from them, and 
they filmed their brutal assault before 
posting it online “so everyone can see the 
fate of a thief,” the men said. Two sus-
pects have been arrested, and others are 
being sought. The killing sparked pro-
tests across Bangladesh, where hundreds 
of people have been killed in similar 
mob attacks in the past few years. Rajon 
had dropped out of school to support his family selling vegetables.

Yajiang, China
Tibetan monk dies in prison: 
Tibetan lama Tenzin Delek 
Rinpoche, 65, died in a Chinese 
prison this week, 13 years into 
a 20-year sentence for a bomb-
ing that human rights activists 
say he did not commit. He was a 
close associate of the Dalai Lama. 
Tibetan activists protested at a 
government building, saying the 
lama had been denied medical care and demanding that his body 
be released to undergo Buddhist rites. Police beat the protest-
ers, teargassed them, and fired into the air, wounding at least 
23 people, some of them nuns. Authorities said they would not 
release the body. 

Murree, Pakistan
Taliban talk peace: Taliban leader Mullah Omar has given his 
formal blessing to peace talks with the Afghan government aimed 
at ending the country’s 14-year war. Taliban and Afghan officials 
met in the Pakistani resort of Murree last week for their first for-
mal, face-to-face talks, but it wasn’t clear until now whether the 
Taliban participation was fully sanctioned. Omar this week issued 
his first statement marking the Muslim holiday of Eid since 2007, 
saying that the Prophet Muhammad often negotiated and made 
pacts with enemies and that such talks were not against Islam. 
“The objective,” he said, “is to bring an end to the occupation 
and to establish an independent Islamic system in our country.”

Ankara, Turkey
Taking on ISIS: Under pressure from Western 
allies, Turkey launched a crackdown against 
the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria last week, 

arresting scores of suspected adherents 
and blocking pro-ISIS websites. Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said 

the country had deported some 1,500 
foreigners suspected of seeking to join 

the group and prevented thousands more from entering Turkey. 
Many of the thousands of foreign fighters who have gone to Syria 
and Iraq to join the Islamist militants have passed through Turkey, 
and Ankara has been slow to clamp down on them. Some analysts 
suspect this reluctance is because ISIS is fighting Kurd ish militants, 
and the Turkish government fears empowered Kurds could push 
for a homeland in southern Turkey.
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Erdogan: Crackdown

Buhari: Firing spree 

Exiled Tibetans protest in India.

Demanding justice

Safe to fly?
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McCartney’s missing credits 
Paul McCartney still feels a keen rivalry with 
John Lennon, said Alex Bilmes in Esquire (U.K.). 
When the Beatles split up in 1970, “we were all 
sort of equal,” says McCartney, 73. But when 
Lennon was shot dead in Manhattan in 1980, 
everything changed. “Aside from the pure hor-
ror of it, the lingering thing was, OK, well now 
John’s a martyr.” Gradually, McCartney says, 

people began to think Lennon was the Beatles. “There was a lot 
of revisionism. John did this, John did that. John was the one.” 
Even today, with a billion dollars in the bank and the adoration of 
music fans around the world, McCartney still feels he doesn’t get 
enough credit for the band’s success. When the Beatles started out, 
he didn’t mind that Lennon’s name preceded his on the band’s song 
credits. Later, though, long after his bandmate’s death, McCartney 
wanted his name first on the songs he wrote alone, such as 
“Yesterday” and “Penny Lane.” But that sparked a fierce back-
lash from Lennon’s fans, who accused him of “dancing on a dead 
man’s grave.” McCartney insists he has good reason to come first. 
“What starts to happen is, ‘A song by John Lennon and—’. You 
know how on your iPad there’s never enough room? So it’s kind of 
important who comes first.”

The hostage who endured a mock execution 
Terry Waite knows how it feels to be seconds from death, said Cole 
Moreton in the Mail on Sunday (U.K.). A British envoy for the 
Church of England, he was kidnapped in Beirut in 1987 and spent 
nearly five years in solitary confinement. Waite would sometimes 
hear the cries of other prisoners being executed—and at one point 
thought he was next. “They came into the cell and told me I had 
five hours to live,” he recalls. “I actually went to sleep. The body 
shuts down to give you respite from what is happening.” After 
giving him time to write a letter to his family and say the Lord’s 
Prayer, Waite’s captors told him to turn around, and they put a gun 
to his head. “I could feel it.” Moments passed as he waited for the 
bullet. “Then they dropped the gun down and just said, ‘Another 
time.’” These days, Waite, 76, works with the families of people 
kidnapped or murdered by the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria. 
“What I can say, which has been helpful to them, is that when I 
thought I was facing the end, I did experience a certain calmness. 
And if you look at the faces of those lads who are about to be 
beheaded, they do look reasonably calm. They are not, you know, 
breaking down. So, there is that.”

Kim Kardashian knows how to keep a secret, said Vanessa 
Grigoriadis in Rolling Stone. When she was 11 or 12, the real-
ity TV star heard rumors that her stepfather, former Olympic 
decathlete Bruce Jenner, had a secret habit of cross-dressing. 
When she was 22, she saw him doing it for herself—walking in 
on him wearing women’s clothing in the garage. “I was shaking,” 
says Kardashian. “I didn’t know if I’d just found out his deepest, 
darkest secret, and he was going to come after me.” She fled 
in panic—and a half-hour later, Jenner called her. “One day, I’ll 
talk to you about this,” he said. “Until then, don’t tell a soul.” 
Kardashian agreed, and it was only eight years later, when she 
was 30, that Jenner confided that he felt like a woman inside. 
Before her wedding to rap mogul Kanye West, Kardashian told 
him that his daughter’s grandfather was probably going to come 
out as transgender. To her relief, West reacted in the same way 
much of the country did when Jenner announced he was becom-
ing Caitlyn earlier this year. “If you can’t be authentic and you 
can’t live your life,” West told her, “what do you have?”
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Kardashian’s first glimpse of Caitlyn

Pop brat Ariana Grande has a reputation 
for diva-style tantrums. But she’s 
now issued a groveling apology for 
her arrogant behavior, following 
a bizarre donut-licking incident at 
a California donut shop. Grande, 

22, was caught on the store’s 
security camera giggling with 
her friends and surreptitiously 
licking a number of the glazed 
donuts on the display coun-
ter, before declaring: “I hate 
Americans. I hate America.” 

She was apparently referring to 
the fattening nature of the popular 
fried confections. The video caused 
a backlash among the singer’s 

fans, prompting Grande to apologize. “Need 
to clean up this mouth of mine. I am EX-
TREMELY proud to be an American,” wrote 
the former Nickelodeon star, who explained 
that she tries to eat nutritious food and was 
simply “very upset” about the nation’s child 
obesity problem. 

Broadway legend Patti LuPone is waging 
a one-woman battle against cellphones. 
The actress was in the middle of a scene in 
an off-Broadway show last week when she 
walked up to a theatergoer who was busily 
texting, snatched the device right out of her 
hands while staying in character, and later 
dumped it backstage. “We work hard on 
stage to create a world that is being totally 
destroyed by a few rude, self-absorbed, and 
inconsiderate audience members who are 
controlled by their phones,” LuPone said in 

a statement. “Why are people coming to 
the theater if they don’t want the theatrical 
experience?”

Tom Selleck has settled a lawsuit with a 
California water agency that charged he 
was siphoning off water from a municipal 
hydrant for his avocado farm. The Calleguas 
Municipal Water District said it had spotted a 
water-delivery truck repeatedly filling up at a 
hydrant in Thousand Oaks, and then deliver-
ing it to a 60-acre ranch and farm owned by 
the former Magnum P.I. star. But in court, 
it was revealed that a local construction 
company had paid for the legal right to take 
water from the hydrant and was free to sell 
it to a third party. Officials said they were 
content with the settlement, but Selleck 
quickly became a target of Twitter scorn via 
the hashtag #droughtshaming. 



Who ends up in this prison? 
Home to federal death row, the 
maximum-security penitentiary in 
Terre Haute, Ind., boasts a menacing 
mix of terrorists, serial killers, white 
supremacists, and child molesters. Enemy 
combatant John Walker Lindh, the so-
called American Taliban, will be one 
of Tsarnaev’s new neighbors; so, too, 
will Abduwali Muse, one of the Somali 
pirates who took on Capt. Richard 
Phillips. The facility is also home to the 
execution chamber where Oklahoma 
City bomber Timothy McVeigh met his 
end in 2001. Tsarnaev, 21, is currently 
appealing his sentence to avoid that fate, but while he does so, 
federal death row’s newest and youngest member will probably 
spend at least a decade in a facility so restrictive, it’s earned the 
nickname “Guantánamo North.” Sister Rita Clare Gerardot, an 
activist who has worked with death-row inmates, said prisoners 
are kept isolated in tiny cells all day, with almost no human con-
tact. “Truthfully, I don’t know how they keep their sanity.” 
  
What’s inside Terre Haute? 
There are two special units. Tsarnaev is likely to be placed in the 
Special Confinement Unit (SCU), built in 1993 to house federal 
death row inmates. Details on the prison are scarce, but inmates 
are believed to spend almost every waking minute in their cells, 
furnished with a bed, shower, desk, toilet, sink, and 13-inch 
television. Sister Rita reported that inmates went outside for just 
five hours a week—and even then, usually only to wander into 
designated cages to exercise and take a peak at the sky. One 
inmate found those conditions so hellish, said the ACLU, that 
he volunteered for execution. Tsarnaev also might end up in the 
Communications Management Unit (CMU), a special 50-cell 
facility for terrorists and other dangerous prisoners. The inmates 
there are remotely watched and moni-
tored every minute of every day by a 
team of intelligence officials in West 
Virginia. That unit, and other isola-
tion units, were designed to keep ter-
rorists from radicalizing other inmates 
or slipping dangerous messages to 
fellow terrorists outside. 
  
Are all terrorists sent there? 
No. Had Tsarnaev avoided the 
death penalty, he could have served 
a life sentence at the only federal 
“supermax” in the country: ADX 
Florence, in Colorado. Nicknamed 
the “Alcatraz of the Rockies,” ADX 
houses some of America’s most 
notorious criminals, including the 
“Unabomber,” Ted Kaczynski, and 
“shoe bomber” Richard Reid. There, 
inmates spend 23 hours a day in a 
concrete cell averaging 12 feet by 
7 feet, with a 4-inch window at the 

top to let in some natural light. If the 
inmates become frustrated and act out, 
their limbs are strapped to their bed for 
days at a time, in a process known as 
four-pointing. Even former ADX war-
den Robert Hood has gone on record 
describing the prison as a “clean version 
of hell.” This place “is not designed for 
humanity,” said Hood. 
  
Has anyone objected? 
Yes. Eleven ADX prisoners have filed a 
class-action lawsuit against the Federal 
Bureau of Prisons (BOP) arguing that 
prolonged solitary confinement violates 

the Constitution’s Eighth Amendment prohibition of cruel and 
unusual punishment. One inmate, Jack Powers, said he was driven 
so mad by the lack of human interaction that he bit off his own 
finger and amputated his own testicle. “There are instances of 
people who literally go insane in solitary confinement,” said psy-
chology professor Craig Haney. “I’ve seen it happen.” 

Is this happening just at ADX? 
Not at all. Solitary was once reserved as a way of punishing 
and controlling the most disruptive or dangerous prisoners in 
maximum-security lockups. Yet in prisons throughout the country, 
80,000 inmates are now held in ADX-style isolation on any given 
day. Prisoners can be isolated for months on end for the slight-
est of infractions—such as posting something on social media, or 
talking back to a guard. ACLU campaigner Amy Fettig says an 
increasing number of prison officials in both red and blue states 
are beginning to “recognize that solitary confinement has been 
overused and abused in the last 30 years.” 
  
Does solitary confinement work? 
Studies show that it does not reduce prison violence, and as a 

form of rehabilitation, it’s a disaster. 
A 2001 study of Connecticut pris-
ons found that solitary inmates were 
50 percent more likely to be rear-
rested within three years of release 
than nonsolitary inmates. “It was 
meant to make inmates improve,” 
said Maine prison warden Rodney 
Bouffard, of solitary. “The reality is 
that exactly the opposite happens.” 
That’s because long stretches of 
solitary fill prisoners with rage and 
make it difficult for them to func-
tion in the real world, which they 
find overwhelming (see box). Now 
just 21, Tsarnaev—who has no hope 
of ever being released—will likely 
never leave solitary, unless it’s to be 
executed. “He’s looking at spending 
potentially at least the next 50 years 
in isolation,” said associate law 
professor Laura Rovner. “It’s almost 
unfathomable.”

Briefing NEWS 9

Tsarnaev could spend a decade awaiting execution.

Inside ‘Guantánamo North’
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Life after solitary confinement 
Transitioning back into society after imprison-
ment isn’t easy—and it’s even less so after solitary 
confinement, which research has shown to cause 
severe psychological damage. Robert King spent 
a staggering 29 years in solitary in the Louisiana 
state penitentiary before being released in 2001 for 
a 1972 murder he didn’t commit. For those three 
decades, King spent every day pacing up and down 
his 9-by-6-foot cell, counting to himself as he did 
so. Whenever he was caught trying to communi-
cate with other inmates, King would be placed for 
a month in the “cold box” of Camp J, going for 
blocks of 10 days without any interaction, even with 
the guards—save for a tray being pushed through 
a small slot in the cell door. “I was depressed every 
day,” he says. The sensory depravation of solitary 
has permanently damaged King’s sight, and he 
finds it difficult to judge distances after living in 
such a small space. More than a decade after his 
release, says King, he still gets “confused as to 
where I am, where I should be.”

Boston bomber Dzhokhar Tsarnaev has been sent to a maximum-security federal prison in Terre Haute, Ind. What’s it like? 
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An Alabama burglary sus-
pect who tried to flee police 
didn’t get far after he ran into 
a field guarded by a territorial 
bull. Police said they began 
pursuing Brad Lynn Hemby, 
26, after a homeowner spot-
ted a robber in his home and 
called 911. Hemby crashed 
his truck as he raced away 
from the scene and then ran 
into a cow pasture, grabbing 
the attention of the resident 
bull. “The bull also gave 
chase, along with deputies,” 
said Sheriff Scott Walls. The 
pursuit ended when a pan-
icked Hemby got tangled up 
in a barbed-wire fence. 

Mick Jagger, 72, is cheating 
on his 28-year-old 
ballerina girlfriend 
with a 26-year-
old Russian 
model, said 
the National 
Enquirer. The 
Rolling Stones 
singer is currently 
on tour and has ar-
ranged for Masha Rudenko, 
a sinewy brunette, to fly first 
class and join him on the 
road—while his partner for 
the past year, dancer Melanie 
Hamrick, stays home in Man-
hattan. “Melanie has no clue 
about Masha,” said a source. 
“Meanwhile, Masha thinks 
Mick has made her his actual 
girlfriend.” When Hamrick 
finds out about Rudenko, said 
the source, “there’s going to 
be a fierce battle over Mick!”

German police received a 
shock when they searched 
the home of a 78-year-old 
man suspected of  il legal ly 
collecting World War II 
 weapons—and found a 45-
ton Panther tank in his cellar. 
It took 20 army engineers 
nine hours to extract the 
seven-decades-old tank 
from the man’s underground 
garage. His neighbors said 
it was common knowledge 
that the man owned an old 
German tank. “He was chug-
ging around in it during the 
snow catastrophe in 1978,” 
said the local mayor.

It must be true...
I read it in the tabloids

El Chapo’s prison escape is a catastrophe for Mexico, said Amanda 
Taub. When the head of the Sinaloa drug cartel, whose real name is 
Joaquin Guzmán, was originally captured and jailed in a “supposedly 
impregnable” prison, it showed Mexicans that their government was 
finally willing to tackle the crime, savagery, and corruption that had 
deeply demoralized law-abiding citizens. But El Chapo’s brazen escape 
through a sophisticated tunnel almost a mile long—which clearly 
involved the complicity of some officials—now sends the opposite 
signal, and is deeply embarrassing to Mexican President Enrique Peña 
Nieto. Peña Nieto had already been hemorrhaging political capital, 
following the recent disappearance and apparent murder of 43 student 
protesters by drug dealers. He’s also lost the confidence of U.S. of-
ficials, who are seething over the drug kingpin’s escape, and relations 
between the two countries are badly damaged. Once again, Mexicans 
have been reminded that they “cannot trust the state to keep them 
safe.” In a country “where ordinary citizens have suffered such tre-
mendous violence for so long,” that’s unforgivable. 

America is swindling its poor, said Michael Gerson. Cash-strapped 
state governments are relying on lotteries and gambling casinos to raise 
more and more painless revenue, treating their own citizens as “marks 
and dupes.” Numerous studies have shown that lottery sales are heav-
ily concentrated in low-income communities, and that the poor spend 
a disproportionately large amount of their income on tickets. Lotteries, 
in other words, are a tax on the poor. Yet state governments shame-
lessly advertise gambling as a magical means to escape poverty—a way 
of achieving “wealth without work.” As one Illinois lottery billboard 
in Chicago puts it: “This could be your ticket out.” So in communities 
“where government has utterly failed to provide adequate education 
and public services,” it’s exploiting “the desperation of poor people in 
order to raise revenue that funds other people’s public services.” Even 
worse, many states are now allowing dangerously addictive slot ma-
chines to move out of casinos and into neighborhood stores and malls, 
in order to raise even more revenue. Government should not be in the 
business “of selling a lie to vulnerable people.”

Polls show that a majority of voters now take a dim view of Hillary 
Clinton’s honesty, said Charlie Cook. But will that distrust cost her the 
presidential election? Surprisingly, it may not be a decisive factor. In 
1992, Bill Clinton—with an admitted history of adultery—was elected 
president despite polls that showed that just 39 percent of voters saw 
him as honest. He was easily reelected four years later despite even 
graver doubts about his honesty and integrity. “Voters want to be able 
to trust a president,” but they often weigh a complex and sometimes 
conflicting mix of feelings in deciding whether to support a candidate. 
In 2012, exit polls showed that a clear majority of voters favored 
Mitt Romney in several categories: “is a strong leader,” “shares my 
values,” and “has a vision for the future.” Yet President Obama was 
decisively reelected. Why? Because by an 81 to 18 percent margin, 
he was favored over Romney in one critical category: “cares about 
people like me.” Hillary’s advisers are very worried about her growing 
reputation for dishonesty, but they’ll compensate by giving voters a lot 
of evidence she “cares about people like me.”

The meaning 
of El Chapo’s
escape
Amanda Taub
Vox.com

Clinton’s 
honesty
problem
Charlie Cook
NationalJournal.com

How states 
sell a big lie
to the poor
Michael Gerson
The Washington Post

“It says so much about the nature of space exploration that one reflexively 
uses the pronouns ‘we’ and ‘us’ when discussing it. I can think of no other 

peaceful human endeavor where that is the case. We didn’t map the human genome; scientists did. 
We did not discover the Higgs boson. Physicists get the credit. But we went to the moon and we’re 
looking for life on Mars. On Tuesday, we experienced an astounding moment in the history of space 
exploration. The New Horizons spacecraft made its closest approach to Pluto and completed what 
NASA calls the ‘initial reconnaissance of the solar system.’ Such a clean sweep of the solar system 
is an achievement akin to the building of the pyramids or the construction of the Great Wall.”

David Brown in TheWeek.com

Viewpoint
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SERBIA It’s no wonder the Serbian prime minister was 
pelted with rocks, said Teodor Marjanovic. Sure, it 
was a nice gesture that Aleksandar Vucic showed 
up in Bosnia last week to mark the 20th anniver-
sary of the Srebrenica massacre, in which Bosnian 
Serb forces slaughtered some 8,000 Bosnian Mus-
lim men and boys who were supposed to be under 
the protection of United Nations peacekeepers. At 
the time, Serbia under strongman Slobodan Milo-
sevic was supporting the Bosnian Serbs’ merciless 
campaign of ethnic cleansing. Vucic’s attendance 
was meant to show Bosnians, and the world, that 
Serbia had changed. But the country simply hasn’t 

changed enough. Vucic still “refuses to use the 
word ‘genocide’” to refer to the 1995 massacre. In-
deed, just a few days before the ceremony, his gov-
ernment convinced Russia to use its veto to block a 
U.N. Security Council resolution that would have 
called the tragedy a genocide. So it’s understand-
able that Bosnians didn’t want to hear his “well-
intentioned words” and chased him and his secu-
rity detail from the ceremony in a hail of stones 
and bottles. Vucic came “to the commemoration of 
an orgy of evil and death with only a halfhearted 
apology.” For the worst atrocity on European soil 
since World War II, that’s just not enough. 

Join us, Britain, in the glorious world of freedom 
that exists outside the EU, said Thomas Aes-
chi and Guthlaugur Thor Thordarson. We are 
members of the parliaments of Switzerland and 
Iceland, respectively, and both of our countries 
are thriving as members of the European Free 
Trade Area. Along with fellow EFTA members 
Liechtenstein and Norway, we get to “partici-
pate in the European market while retaining our 
self-government.” We don’t have to abide by the 
common agricultural policy, a one-size-fits-all 
for farmers, or change our criminal justice laws 
to comply with European Union rules. We can 

make our own bilateral treaties, including trade 
pacts, with other countries—and this has come in 
handy striking deals with China, which the U.K. 
is not allowed to do. We do pay a contribution to 
the EU budget, but it’s “less than a third, in per 
capita terms,” of what the British currently pay. 
The result is that people in EFTA countries have 
incomes more than 50 percent higher than the EU 
average. “Free trade and national sovereignty turn 
out to make a pretty good combination.” Britain 
was once a leading member of EFTA, before it 
joined the EU’s predecessor in 1973. It could be 
again. “Come on in—the water’s lovely.”
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Greece has discovered the price of 
staying in the Eurozone: complete ca-
pitulation, said Le Monde (France) in 
an editorial. In return for a $95 billion 
bailout of his nearly bankrupt country, 
Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras 
this week accepted every “unrealistic 
and unachievable” demand made by 
Eurozone leaders. Greece will have to 
hike taxes and slash public spending, 
even though further austerity will only 
add to the country’s soaring unem-
ployment and poverty rates. It must 
overhaul its domestic market and labor 
laws and cede oversight of fiscal policy 
to European and International Monetary Fund officials. This 
deal, in fact, has harsher terms than the ones Greek voters re-
jected in a referendum just last week. Even if Tsipras gets these 
reforms through Parliament, Athens will struggle to implement 
them, meaning we could face “a new Greek crisis” within six 
months.

This bitter deal marks the end of the European experiment, 
said Fintan O’Toole in The Irish Times (Ireland). The EU was 
founded on the principle of consent, that each country would 
surrender sovereignty bit by bit of its own free will to create 
European harmony. Instead, Greece is being forcibly eviscerated, 
“openly and ritually, in a Theater of Cruelty.” One EU official 
actually bragged that Tsipras had been subjected to “mental 
waterboarding” to get him to submit. By “utterly humiliating” 
Greece, Eurozone officials—especially Germany’s powerful chan-

cellor, Angela Merkel—have destroyed 
all sense of trust. The EU is now “a 
coercive institution.”

Actually, trust was lost when Greece 
broke promise after promise, said 
Heike Göbel in the Frankfurter Allge-
meine Zeitung (Germany). Germany 
and the other creditors have given 
Greece $264 billion in bailouts since 
2010, only to see that money “go up 
in flames” as successive Greek govern-
ments failed to cut back their bloated 
bureaucracy. Now, instead of cutting 
Greeks loose and letting them return to 

the drachma, as we should for their sake and ours, we’re offering 
them another $95 billion—cash we probably won’t see again.

I hate to admit it, but “the Europeans are right not to trust us,” 
said Errikos Bartzinopoulos in Ethnos (Greece). Since Tsipras’ 
leftist Syriza government came to power earlier this year, we 
have negotiated with the EU in poor faith, begging for cash 
while refusing to carry out serious reforms at home. Finally, 
though, the “irresponsible amateur” Tsipras has become “a re-
sponsible statesman, putting the interests of the country” above 
those of his party. Now he will need all his political skills, said 
Alexis Papachelas in Kathimerini (Greece). Resentment of the 
EU is growing among Greeks, and we’re likely to see a new 
anti-European block emerge, composed of disgruntled Syriza 
supporters and members of the far right. The battle to keep 
Greece in the euro is far from over. 

Greece: Giving away too much for a bailout?

Not quite
sorry enough
for genocide
Teodor Marjanovic
Mlada Fronta Dnes  
(Czech Republic)

UNITED KINGDOM

Anti-austerity protesters rally in Athens.

Why life
is better
out of the EU
Thomas Aeschi and 
Guthlaugur Thor 
Thordarson
The Daily Telegraph
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Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzmán’s escape from 
prison is an utter “humiliation” for Mexico, 
said Vanguardia in an editorial. The head of 
the brutal Sinaloa drug cartel stepped into a 
shower unit at Altiplano maximum-security 
prison last week, climbed down a 2-by-2-
foot hole in the floor and vanished through 
a nearly mile-long tunnel, which emerged at 
a partially built house. The 5-foot-high tun-
nel was a sophisticated bit of engineering, 
with electric lighting, a ventilation system, 
and a motorbike on rails used to haul out 
dirt and construction materials. Authorities 
should have known that Guzmán—who is estimated to have 
made more than $1 billion trafficking cocaine, methamphet-
amines, marijuana, ecstasy, and heroin—would try to escape this 
way. After all, his cartel has had decades of experience building 
drug-smuggling tunnels beneath the U.S.-Mexico border.

The Americans are justifiably furious, said Carlos Loret de Mola 
in El Universal. This is Guzmán’s second prison break. First 
captured in 1993, he escaped eight years later by bribing prison 
officials, who smuggled him out in a laundry cart. El Chapo, or 
Shorty, avoided arrest for 13 years, during which time he mar-
ried, had children, and lived in grand style in his home state 
of Sinaloa. When he was finally apprehended at a beachfront 
condo last year, with the help of U.S. intelligence agencies, Wash-
ington asked to have him extradited, in part because of concerns 
that he’d escape again. Mexican President Enrique Peña Nieto 

arrogantly refused, saying keeping El 
Chapo in Mexico was an issue of “national 
sovereignty.” Just a year and a half later, 
Guzmán is out. “He didn’t escape through 
a tunnel; he escaped through corruption.”

This has “shattered the credibility” of Mex-
ican institutions, said La Jornada. Building 
the tunnel was a monumental project and 
“necessarily required a vast intelligence 
operation,” including access to local gov-
ernment and prison authorities who could 
supply Altiplano’s floor plans. How many 

officials must have been bribed? Interior Minister Miguel Ángel 
Osorio Chong has begun a purge, firing the director of Altiplano 
as well as the head of Mexico’s prison system and ordering an in-
vestigation into all prison employees. But he should cast a wider 
net. This national embarrassment proves the “supreme indolence 
and serious decay rampant in government agencies.”

Guzmán has cost us a great deal of American good will, said Luis 
Carlos Ugalde in El Financiero. In recent weeks, Mexico “had a 
great run in U.S. public debate.” Republican presidential hopeful 
Donald Trump drew scorn from American politicians, media, 
and businesses for his racist comments that Mexico was utterly 
corrupt and full of dangerous criminals. But now Trump is crow-
ing, “Told you so!” Peña Nieto once said that letting Guzmán 
escape a second time would be “unforgivable.” The Americans 
certainly won’t forgive it, and neither should Mexicans. 

Mexico: Shamed by El Chapo’s prison break

Mexican officials inspect Guzmán’s tunnel.

Pope Francis has won the love of Latin 
Americans by saying sorry for his church’s 
many sins, said El País (Spain) in an editorial. 
For his first tour of South America, the pope 
visited three countries last week with large 
indigenous populations: Ecuador, Bolivia, and 
Paraguay. The pontiff gave a sweeping apol-
ogy to these peoples for their ancestors’ brutal 
treatment at the hands of Catholic colonizers 
some 500 years ago. “Many grave sins were 
committed against the native people of Amer-
ica in the name of God,” he said at a meeting 
of social activists in Bolivia. “I humbly ask 
forgiveness.” Francis then turned his attention to what he called 
the “new colonialism” of capitalism, saying the “unfettered pur-
suit of money” was the “dung of the devil.” He urged Catholics to 
create a new economic order. “Working for a just distribution of 
the fruits of the earth and human labor is not mere philanthropy,” 
the pope said. “It is a commandment.”

That “sounds like Liberation Theology,” said La Jornada (Mex-
ico). Pope Francis was never an adherent of that leftist Catholic 
movement, not even when he was a Jesuit working among the 
poor in his native Argentina. But while the last two popes “fiercely 
persecuted” priests who engaged in leftist political activism, this 
one seems to be encouraging it. Latin America is currently ex-
periencing a “rejection of the old submission to the dictates of 

Washington and big, transnational capital.” 
With his emphasis on social justice, Francis 
is “moving in the right direction.”

Not if he’s moving leftward, said El Comer-
cio (Peru). We all want to help the poor, but 
don’t forget where “roads paved with good 
intentions lead.” Francis is no economist—
if he were, he’d know that it was South 
America’s belated embrace of free trade that 
lifted millions out of poverty. The percentage 
of Latin Americans living in extreme poverty 
dropped from 27 percent in 1988 to less than 

10 percent in 2008. Child mortality also fell dramatically as the free 
market gave the poor access to clean water and health care. Let’s 
hope Catholics don’t misunderstand their religious duty as a duty to 
adopt communism, an idea history “has repeatedly proved wrong.”

Don’t panic: Francis is not a red pope, said Carlos Villa Roiz in 
La Verdad de Tamaulipas (Mexico). When Bolivian President Evo 
Morales presented Francis with a wooden sculpture of Christ on 
a crucifix made from a hammer and sickle, a communist symbol, 
the pope recoiled, saying, “That’s not right.” He knows well that 
supposedly communist countries like China and Vietnam see Ca-
tholicism as a threat to state power and that they routinely perse-
cute Christians and close churches. Christ’s message, after all, “is 
about love, not class struggle.” 

Latin America: The pope delivers a radical message

Francis meets the faithful in Bolivia.
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Police officers have shot 
and killed at least 514 peo-
ple in the U.S. this year, 
according to data tracked 
by The Washington Post. 
The first week of July was 
particularly bloody, with at 
least 31 people shot dead 
by cops, including eight in 
one day.    
WashingtonPost.com

Norwegian police fired 
their guns only twice dur-
ing the whole of 2014; nei-
ther shot killed or injured 
anyone. Most Norwegian 
police patrol unarmed and 
only carry guns in special 
circumstances.
The Independent (U.K.)

Americans spend an 
average of about three 
hours a day looking at 
their smartphones. 
The New York Times

Supporters of Jeb 
Bush have donated a 
record $114 million to his 
presidential campaign 
and Super PAC since the 
beginning of the year—at 
least twice as much as 
his closest Republican 
competitor has received 
and far more than the 
$60.6 million raised so far 
by the leading Democratic 
contender, Hillary Clinton.
Christian Science Monitor

Latinos have overtaken 
whites as the biggest 
racial or ethnic group in 
California. There are now 
14.99 million Latinos in 
California, according to 
census figures, compared 
with 14.92 million non- 
Hispanic whites. California 
is the third U.S. state, after 
Hawaii and New Mexico, to 
have a nonwhite majority.
Los Angeles Times

Walker: The GOP’s best hope?
Scott Walker may have “the clearest path 
to the nomination of any Republican can-
didate,” said Nate Cohn in The New York 
Times. The Wisconsin governor this week 
became the 15th GOP hopeful to enter 
the 2016 race, vowing to “fight and 
win for America” and undo much of 
President Obama’s legacy, starting with 
the Affordable Care Act. Walker was 
hailed as “a conservative hero” after 
winning an epic battle to curb col-
lective bargaining rights for his state’s 
public sector unions. He then survived 
a recall vote and won reelection. An 
evangelical Christian, Walker appeals to virtually 
every faction in the GOP coalition, with strong 
ties to the religious right, Tea Partiers, the party’s 
“business-establishment wing,” and the bil lion-
aire Koch brothers. Unlike most presidential 
candidates, Walker is actually “part of the middle 
class,” said Aaron Goldstein in  Spectator .org. He 
didn’t finish college, has a negative net worth, 
and actually shops at Kohl’s. And I believe he’ll 
be our next president.

Walker has a lot of strengths, said Jonathan 
Tobin in CommentaryMagazine.com, but he also 
has a worrying “tendency to flip-flop” on major 
issues. Walker once supported a path to citizen-
ship for undocumented immigrants, but has 

swerved hard right and voiced “strident oppo-
sition” to any form of legalization. His waf-
fling on immigration, Common Core educa-

tional standards (which he once supported 
and now opposes), and ethanol subsi-
dies to Iowa corn farmers (which he 
once opposed and now supports) “is a 
bad sign, both for his campaign and 
his ability to govern effectively on the 
national stage.” Many Republicans 

suspect Walker is not ready for prime 
time, said Michael Brendan Dougherty in 

TheWeek.com. His pandering and his 
weak responses to foreign policy ques-

tions have left him “looking diminished.” 

Here’s what bothers me, said Reihan Salam in 
Slate.com. Despite his impressive conservative 
credentials and refreshing everyman quality, 
Walker is a polarizing figure with a national 
electability problem. While he touts his three 
victories in purple-state Wisconsin, they’ve been 
relative “squeakers,” and according to recent 
polls, his favorability rating there has dropped to 
a grim 41 percent, with 60 percent of state voters 
saying he would not make a good president. He’s 
still popular among Republicans because he tells 
them “what they want to hear,” but to defeat 
Hillary Clinton, we need a candidate who can do 
a lot more than that. 

Noted

Kathryn Steinle is a casualty of illegal immigra-
tion, said Katie Pavlich in TheHill.com. Two 
weeks ago, Steinle, 32, was killed in a random 
shooting on a waterfront pier in San Francisco. 
The man charged with her murder, Mexican 
national Francisco Sanchez, had already been 
deported five times after racking up seven felo-
nies, and was being sought by federal officials for 
renewed deportation proceedings. Yet Sanchez 
was released from a local jail in April because 
of San Francisco’s brainless “sanctuary city” 
policy, under which local officials are told to 
ignore federal requests that they detain specific 
illegal immigrants so they can be deported. With 
more than 200 U.S. cities adopting “sanctuary” 
policies, “the Steinle episode isn’t an isolated 
incident,” said Jessica Vaughan in NYT.com. In 
the first eight months of last year, 8,100 offend-
ers wanted for deportation were released—and 
1,900 of them went on to commit new crimes, 
including murder and rape. Sanctuary policies are 
endangering “Americans’ safety.” 

Sanchez had some drug arrests but no record of 
violent crime, and the random shooting “was 
hardly foreseeable,” said Steve Chapman in the 
Chicago Tribune. A 2008 study found that non-

citizen Mexican men are eight times less likely 
than U.S.-born men to be convicted of crimes 
and wind up in prison. Steinle’s killing by a stray 
bullet was a tragedy, but “it proves no more 
about undocumented immigrants than John Len-
non’s killer proves about white guys.” Establish-
ing a person’s immigration status is often a com-
plex and expensive matter, said Errol Louis in 
CNN.com, so it’s understandable that cities have 
gotten out of “the border-enforcement business.” 
That’s why we need the kind of comprehensive 
immigration reform Republicans have blocked.

The GOP’s intransigence is now backfiring, said 
Francis Wilkinson in BloombergView.com. Early 
in his administration, President Obama tried 
to “earn the confidence of conservatives” with 
an aggressive deportation policy, shipping out 
409,800 undocumented immigrants in 2012. But 
when the GOP failed to pass reform proposals, 
Obama cut deportations by half—and last week, 
his administration said it would no longer deport 
anyone who hadn’t committed a serious crime. 
Except for the reckless Donald Trump, Republi-
cans won’t demand mass deportations, lest they 
further alienate Hispanic and Asian voters. “The 
era of deportation is coming to an end.”

Sanctuary cities: A killing raises questions

Conservative warrior



“The different and the 
novel are sweet, but regu-

larity and repetition are 
also teachers.” 

Poet Mary Oliver, quoted in 
The Boston Globe 

“Art is a wrestling with  
the meaning of life.” 

Opera singer Jon Vickers, 
quoted in the  

Los Angeles Times

“There are many causes 
that I am prepared to die 
for but no cause that I am 

prepared to kill for.”  
Mahatma Gandhi, quoted in 

TheHill.com 

“Never give anything 
away that you can sell.” 

Cole Porter, quoted in 
EdgeBoston.com 

“In the summer  
the song sings itself.” 
William Carlos Williams, 
quoted in O magazine 

“People who are drawn to 
New York are, for the most 

part, mentally ill.” 
Amy Schumer, quoted in 

TheDailyBeast.com

“One of the melancholy 
facts of political life is that 
your convictions tend to 

align with your paycheck.” 
Former Republican speech-

writer Barton Swaim, quoted 
in The Washington Post 
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Poll watch
59% of Republican vot-

ers say they like Donald 
Trump’s personality. 44% 
of Republicans think that 
Trump was “totally right” 
when he said that many 
Mexican immigrants are 
criminals, drug dealers, 
and rapists. 45% say that 
Trump went too far with 
his comments, but that 
“he has a point.”

Huffington Post/YouGov

Americans are worka-
holics. Offered a choice 
between a job with an 
extra $20,000 a year or 
an extra four weeks of 
vacation, 66% would take 
the money. 

60 Minutes/Vanity Fair

The dreaded “death panels are back,” said Rob-
ert Field in Philly.com. Six years after Sarah Palin 
led a hysterical attack against an Obamacare 
provision that would provide “end-of-life coun-
seling” to senior citizens, the Obama administra-
tion last week quietly revived the policy as a new 
federal regulation. From Jan. 1, Medicare will 
pay doctors to spend 30 minutes helping patients 
think through how much aggressive care they 
want if they become incapacitated, so they can 
spell out their wishes in advance. The regulation 
will spare relatives the torture of making those 
heart-wrenching decisions on their loved ones’ 
behalf, said Jon Healey in the Los Angeles Times. 
I almost had “that exceptionally unpleasant 
experience three years ago,” when my mother 
was losing her battle against emphysema. Her 
doctors wanted to know whether to keep fighting 
or let her go in peace. Thankfully, she had com-
pleted an advance directive. Sadly, only 1 in 4 
Americans have prepared such directives, and the 
new Medicare rule “should help change that.”

This new regulation is “being sold as ‘death with 
dignity,’” said Betsy McCaughey in the New York 
Post, but I say, “Look out, Grandma.” As I and 
other worried opponents warned in 2009, there’s 

nothing to stop federal health officials from using 
these discussions to “nudge” sick seniors into 
foregoing life-sustaining procedures and checking 
into a hospice instead. In return, Medicare will 
save money. Crucial health-care decisions should 
be made by doctors and family. Why is Uncle 
Sam “meddling with how we cope with death?”

That’s utter nonsense, and Republicans know it, 
said Paul Waldman in WashingtonPost.com. Nei-
ther the government nor doctors will dictate end-
of-life decisions; the new rule will just encourage 
older people to decide what they want, and put 
their wishes in writing in advance. Republicans 
opposed end-of-life counseling during the Obam-
acare debate in 2009 for “utterly cynical” reasons. 
Here was a provision that “doctors, patient advo-
cates, and health-care experts all agreed would 
lead to better care,” yet Republicans concocted a 
deranged “death panel” fantasy to drum up oppo-
sition to Obamacare. Six years on, with Obam-
acare firmly in place, Republicans know there’s no 
political advantage to be gained from preventing 
patients from planning for their future care. “Just 
you watch: This provision that Republicans said 
six years ago was so horrifying? They’re not even 
going to bother opposing it anymore.”

Medicare: Return of the ‘death panels’

Confederate flag: South Carolina surrenders
“Better 150 years late than 
never,” said Jeff Jacoby in 
The Boston Globe. As thou-
sands cheered, an honor 
guard last week lowered the 
Confederate battle flag on 
the grounds of the South 
Carolina Statehouse in 
Columbia, and presented it 
to the curator of a local mili-
tary museum. The state leg-
islature had voted overwhelmingly to take down 
the flag in the wake of the massacre of nine black 
churchgoers in Charleston, S.C., by Dylann Roof, 
a white supremacist who had posted photos 
of himself with the rebel banner. The flag is a 
shameful relic of a treasonous war fought “to 
perpetuate the right of white Americans to buy 
and sell black Americans,” and removing it from 
civic spaces is “a matter of moral hygiene.” But 
there are many remaining Confederate memori-
als and statues on federal and state property, said 
Amy Davidson in The New Yorker. “South Caro-
lina, and the rest of us, are not done.”
 
But where does this end? asked David French 
in NationalReview.com. House Speaker John 
Boehner is now forming a bipartisan commis-
sion to review “all issues related to Confederate 
symbols.” I fully expect the commission to call for 

the removal of Confederate 
remains and markers from 
national cemeteries, “fol-
lowed by a mandate that 
Confederate soldiers in bat-
tlefield reenactments fight 
in Nike shorts and Target 
T-shirts, waving  ‘Coexist’ 
banners.” But to what end? 
Will scrubbing the nation of 
all Confederate memorials 

improve “a single inner-city school,” or help solve 
“issues of crime and poverty that still dispropor-
tionately impact the black community?” 
 
No, but symbolic gestures can be important, said 
Kathleen Parker in The Washington Post. The 
Confederate flag was raised over South Caro-
lina’s Statehouse in 1961 “to protest the unravel-
ing of Jim Crow,” and the “insistent, rippling 
reminder” of that racist legacy tarnished my native 
state. Why did it take so long? said Dorothy A. 
Brown in CNN.com. Blacks have long called for 
the flag’s removal, but it happened only after a 
racist  massacre—and an angry speech by state 
Rep  Jenny Horne, a white descendant of Jefferson 
Davis. Horne told fellow legislators she’d “heard 
enough about heritage,” and called the flag “a 
symbol of hate.” Apparently, it takes “the power 
of white outrage” to move the country forward.

Lowered, folded, and sent to a museum



IBM just made “a major breakthrough in 
computer technology,” said Alex Fitzpatrick 
in Fortune.com. The tech behemoth says it’s 
made a “working version” of a computer 
chip roughly four times more powerful than 
today’s most advanced hardware. The new 
chips, constructed using a silicon-germanium 
mix instead of 100 percent silicon, are packed 
with 7-nanometer transistors, unlike the cur-
rent generation of 14-nanometer chips. Just 
how small is that? For comparison, a strand 
of DNA is about 2.5 nanometers in diameter. The new chips 
won’t be appearing in everyday computers anytime soon, said 
Devindra Hardawar in Engadget.com. But IBM’s advance will 
eventually mean “huge leaps in battery life, even cheaper server 
time, and leaps we can’t even imagine yet.” 

This impressive technological feat lifts “a cloud that has fallen 
over the semiconductor industry,” said John Markoff in The 
New York Times. We take for granted that computers will keep 
getting faster and smaller, but technologists have lately begun 
to doubt whether it’s possible to sustain the “legendary pace”of 
Moore’s Law, which predicts the doubling of transistor density 
every two years or so. The phenomenon has guided long-term 
planning for manufacturers and others in the tech industry 
since it was conceived 50 years ago. Now it appears safe until 
at least 2018.

The best thing about IBM’s superchip, said 
Cade Metz in Wired.com: “It’s not from 
Intel.” The California-based semiconductor 
giant has a “sizable lead” in the chip in-
dustry, but IBM’s accomplishment suggests 
that “Intel may have more competition than 
previously thought.” Intel is working on its 
own 7-nanometer chips, but more competi-
tion should mean lower prices for consum-
ers down the road and more investment in 
advanced technology. “That could be just as 

important as the ongoing health of Moore’s Law.” 

Forget 7 nanometers, said Adrienne LaFrance in The Atlan-
tic. Nothing compares with the coming revolution offered by 
quantum computers. Google and IBM have both recently made 
advances in building the long-theorized machines, which would 
“usher in a new way of thinking about what a computer is.” 
Unlike today’s digital computers, which store information as a 
series of ones and zeroes (binary code), quantum computers use 
the quantum states of subatomic particles to process data, mean-
ing they can solve multiple complex problems at the same time. 
As a result, they promise “processing speeds and heft that seem 
unimaginable by today’s standards”: A quantum computer would 
take a few days to solve a problem that would take a traditional 
computer millions of years. We’re approaching a computing 
crossroads, with applications we never dreamed possible. 

Computing: Moving beyond Moore’s Law
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A chip with 7-nanometer transistors

GoPro’s entertainment ambitions
GoPro is expanding beyond its “hardware 
roots,” said Jason Cipriani in Fortune.com. 
The action-camera maker has hired Charlotte 
Koh, former head of original series at Hulu, 
to develop new content for GoPro’s grow-
ing media brand, starting with unscripted 
and documentary content. Footage filmed 
using GoPro’s signature cameras has become 
ubiquitous on YouTube, and the company 
has broadcasting agreements with the Na-
tional Hockey League and ESPN’s Winter X 
Games. But GoPro’s media ambitions don’t 
mean it is moving away from devices. The 
company recently unveiled its newest cam-
era, the Hero4 Session, which is 50 percent 
smaller and 40 percent lighter than previous 
models. The company is also developing a 
consumer drone, set for release next year, as 
well as a virtual-reality camera to create con-
tent for VR headsets like Oculus Rift. 

Yahoo bets on fantasy sports gambling
Yahoo hopes to profit from fantasy-sports 
players putting some skin in the game, said 
David Pierson in the Los Angeles Times. The 
tech company last week unveiled a betting 
service for fantasy-sports players, a move that 
“could introduce tens of millions of people to 

legalized online sports gambling.” Users can 
wager real money daily and weekly, based on 
a selected team of real-world athletes. Yahoo 
will keep about 10 percent of the entry fees 
paid by players; industry-wide, these will 
total about $2.6 billion this year. Federal law 
considers gambling on fantasy sports a game 
of skill rather than chance, making it legal in 
most states. 

Glitches heard round the world
A rash of high-profile computer glitches last 
week demonstrated the “fragility” of our tech-
nical infrastructure, said Andrea Peterson in 
The Washington Post. Within hours of each 
other, an “automation issue” at United Air-
lines grounded 4,900 flights worldwide, The 
Wall Street Journal’s homepage went down, 
and a botched software update halted trading 
on the New York Stock Exchange for nearly 
half a day. The incidents appear to have been 
“technical hiccups” rather than cyberattacks, 
but they highlight our growing reliance on 
centralized, automated networks. In increas-
ingly complex systems, it can be “hard to 
pin down” the source of any one glitch. To 
mitigate potential damage, companies need to 
create redundancies and fail-safes, and to con-
duct thorough risk assessments.

Bytes: What’s new in tech

The digital 
revolution is 
coming for 
your nostrils, 
said Roxie 
Hammill 
and Mike 
Hendricks 
in The New 
York Times. In a revival of the days 
of perfumed stationery, startups are 
getting into the business of send-
ing smellable text messages. Vapor 
Communications’ oPhone Duo is 
a small tabletop device that emits 
scents based on how an iPhone 
photo is labeled. Users can receive 
“scent messages” via photos 
tagged with a particular aroma; the 
device uses scented plastic pellets 
that are activated when air flows 
over them, triggering up 300,000 
distinct smells. A company called 
Scentee has also created a device 
that plugs into a smartphone’s 
headphone jack and emits “a puff 
of fragrance” whenever a text or 
email arrives. Scentee’s technology 
has already been used for a bacon-
scented alarm clock app as part of a 
promotion for Oscar Mayer.

Innovation of the week

Technology16 NEWS 
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You really are old as you feel
People who look and feel older than their 
years may actually be aging faster, a new 
study reveals, and the opposite may be 
true for those who seem eternally youth-
ful. Researchers tracked 954 adults in New 
Zealand over a dozen years, beginning 
at age 26, measuring a range of factors, 
including the condition of their vital organs 
and immune system, along with fitness 
level, IQ, height, and weight. At the end 
of the study the “biological age” of their 
now 38-year-old volunteers ranged from 
28 to 61, reports Guardian.com. Some 
of the subjects “aged physiologically not 
at all,” says study leader Daniel Belsky of 
Duke University. “At the other extreme 
there were folks aging two to three times 
as much.” Those participants not only 
looked older but also experienced prob-
lems with strength, balance, and coordina-
tion and showed signs of early cognitive 
decline. The good news is that premature 
aging may be preventable. While genetics 
accounts for about 20 percent of the way 
people grow older, researchers say environ-
mental and lifestyle factors—exercise, diet, 
stress, smoking—play a much larger role. 
Now the study group plans to follow the 
same volunteers until age 45. “We can start 
to evaluate which behaviors are working 
to slow down aging,” Belsky says. “It’s a 
tremendous way to sort things out.”

More blue-eyed alcoholics?
Sparkling, piercing, or baby blue eyes may 
be socially desirable in Western culture, but 
they might have a serious downside. A new 
study published in the American Journal 
of Medical Genetics suggests that people 
with blue eyes are significantly more likely 
to become alcoholics. Using a genetic data-
base, a team of researchers examined sam-
ples from 1,263 people of European ances-
try, including 992 diagnosed with alcohol 
dependence. Alcoholism was more preva-
lent among people with light eyes, and the 
rate was about 80 percent higher among 
blue-eyed people, reports LiveScience.com. 
The genetic components that determine 
eye color line up along the same chromo-
some as genes tied to alcohol abuse, the 
researchers explain, while acknowledging 
that more study is needed to determine the 
underlying reasons behind the link. Still, 
the study “suggests an intriguing possibil-
ity,” says co-author Arvis Sulovari, “that 
eye color can be useful in the clinic for 
alcohol-dependence diagnosis.” 

A U.S. measles death 
Health officials have confirmed the first 
measles death in the U.S. in more than a 
decade, a woman who likely contracted 
the highly  contagious virus during an out-
break at a health facility in Clallam County, 
Wash. The victim had been vaccinated 
but suffered underlying health issues that 
required immune-suppressing medication, 
leaving her vulnerable to infection. The dis-
ease went undetected until after the woman 
died—she never experienced the telltale 
rash and was only diagnosed 
when an autopsy established the 
cause of death as “pneumonia 
due to measles.” Eliminated as 
a threat 
in the 
United 

States back in 2000, measles has made 
an alarming comeback recently, in part 
because of a movement among parents to 
abstain from vaccinating their children. 
But  infectious-disease specialists cite the 
Washington woman’s death as a powerful 
testimony for herd immunity—vaccinating 
at least 90 percent of a community, which 
prevents outbreaks, and protects people 
with immune systems compromised by med-
ications, or by illnesses such as leukemia. 
“The bottom line is that we have a respon-
sibility for the health of others,” Dr. Robert 
Glatter of Lenox Hill Hospital, in New 
York City, tells MedpageToday .com. “The 
most effective way we can help to safeguard 
their health is by getting vaccinated.” 

Health scare of the week 
Heroin use surging
Heroin use in the U.S. has surged 63 per-
cent over the past decade, according to 
a government study, doubling among 
women and affluent people previously 
unlikely to abuse the drug. Meanwhile, 
the researchers, at the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration and Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, also found that 
deaths resulting from heroin use qua-
drupled over the same period; in 2013, 
more than 8,200 Americans died of heroin 
overdoses, most in a fatal combination 
with cocaine or other substances. Officials 
say the worrisome trend is fueled largely by 
the country’s prescription-drug epidemic. 
Abusers of painkillers called opioids are 
turning to heroin in droves—the drug 
has similar effects but is much cheaper 
and widely available. “More people are 
primed for heroin addiction because they 
are addicted to prescription opiates,” CDC 
Director Tom Frieden tells the Los Angeles 
Times, “which are, after all, essentially the 

same chemical with the same impact 
on the brain.” 
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Living hard can make you old before your time.

Since its discovery in 1930, Pluto has 
remained an enigmatic pinpoint near the 
outer edge of the solar system, faint even 
when viewed through the most powerful 
telescopes. But mankind got its first up-
close view of the dwarf planet this week, 
as NASA’s New Horizons probe zoomed 
by, photographing and mapping Pluto’s 
surface, The Washington Post reports. 
After traveling 3 billion miles over the 
past nine years, the piano-size unmanned 
spacecraft—traveling at 30,000 mph—
skirted Pluto by a mere 7,750 miles. The 
probe has tantalized the scientific com-
munity with color images of a geologi-

cally complex world, with an icy north 
pole, cliffs, and mysterious dark and light 
patches along its surface. These regions 
include a heart-shaped light area about 
1,200 miles wide, four evenly spaced 
spots, each roughly 300 miles in diameter, 
along Pluto’s equator, and a bright circular 
area about 200 miles across, dubbed the 
Donut. The bright spots could be fresh 
deposits of ice, while the shadowy areas 
may consist of hydrocarbons, which grow 
darker with sun exposure. Planetary sci-
entists hope to gain new insight into these 
features as they analyze New Horizons’ 
data about Pluto’s atmosphere, geology, 

and chemical makeup. “Pluto has not 
disappointed, says mission leader Alan 
Stern. “It is enchanting in its strangeness 
and its alien beauty.’’

Our first close look at Pluto

The dwarf planet’s patchy surface
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In this “luscious, smart summer novel” 
about a troubled marriage, the relation-
ship’s ups and downs prove “more 
interesting than they have any right to 
be,” said Helen Schulman in The New 
York Times. Jack Shanley is an art-
ist and a jerk; his wife, Deb, is nearly 
his equal in immaturity. When their 
11-year-old daughter comes upon a 
box of explicit messages exchanged by 
Jack and a recent mistress, Jack and 
Deb’s two kids emerge quickly as the 
most likable characters in their Manhat-
tan household. But first-time novelist 
Julia Pierpont is “a blazingly talented 
young author,” and her observations 
are “so precise and deeply felt” that 
you might want to read Jack and Deb’s 
story twice. “Not a lot actually happens 
after the come-hither opening,” said 
Lisa Zeidner in The Washington Post. 
At times, Pierpont overindulges in mun-
dane details. But this “wry, confident” 
writer turns out to be “a fine anthro-
pologist of New York life” and her first 
book a “tender, delicately perceptive” 
chronicle of a family’s unraveling.

ARTS20

Review of reviews: Books

Nothing can diminish the power of To Kill 
a Mockingbird—“except possibly Harper 
Lee’s ‘new’ novel,” said Madison Smartt 
Bell in The Boston Globe. Arguably a 
rough draft of the book that became Lee’s 
beloved 1960 debut, Go Set a Watchman 
takes place in the same fictional Alabama 
town and features the same protagonist. 
But Jean Louise “Scout” Finch is 26 here, 
not 6, and as she arrives in her hometown 
Maycomb during a brief break from her 
life in 1950s New York City, “she is ripe 
for a rude awakening.” Her attorney father, 
Atticus Finch, proves quickly to be more 
of a racist than she knew. In the 1930s, 
he bravely defended a black man falsely 
accused of rape and became a hero to his 
daughter—and to Mockingbird’s millions 
of readers. In Watchman, Jean Louise must 
learn to love Atticus again despite his big-
otry. “However hard that is for her, it will 
be a lot harder for the rest of us.”

“What’s a spy really 
worth?” asked Bob 
Drogin in the Los 
Angeles Times. Adolf 
Tolkachev, who stole 
military secrets from 
the Soviet Union 
while working as 
a senior aeronauti-
cal engineer inside 
a secret Moscow 

laboratory, is estimated to have saved 
the Pentagon about $2 billion in research 
and development costs in just his first 
year of clandestine work. Tolkachev was 
an unusually valuable resource—so valu-
able to the CIA during the six years that 
he put his life on the line for the U.S., he 
arguably rescued the beleaguered agency. 
In this new account of Tolkachev’s daring 
work, Pulitzer Prize–winning author David 
E. Hoffman doesn’t forget that much of 
intelligence work is tedious. Still, the story 
he tells proves so gripping that “at times it 
reads like spy  fiction.”
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But Atticus Finch “never was a bland 
fighter for what is empirically right,” said 
Daniel D’Addario in Time.com. At 6, Scout 
couldn’t see it, but her father was a firm 
believer in traditional Southern society, and 
the compassion he showed for May comb’s 
black residents was rooted in paternalism. 
Her adult disillusionment with her father 
gives Watchman “a vivid setup,” said 
David L. Ulin in the Los Angeles Times. 
Jean Louise discovers a racist tract in his 
reading materials, and then sees him attend 
a meeting of the town’s pro- segregation 

Citizens Council. Unfortunately, her reckon-
ing with her father’s mindset occurs in long 
dialogue sequences “that read less like con-
versations than competing arguments.” No 
one has been able to determine conclusively 
why Watchman is finally being published 
now, or if Lee, 89, was mentally competent 
to approve its release. But it’s “most inter-
esting as a literary artifact,” not as a fully 
realized novel.

True, Watchman probably never could 
have been shaped into a great novel, said 
Mark Lawson in The Guardian (U.K.). 
Still, much interesting material was lost 
when editors coaxed Lee into abandoning 
it and developing Mockingbird instead. 
Watchman includes “a powerful parody 
of Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address” as well 
as other passages of modernist playfulness. 
More importantly, it “movingly expands” 
on the challenges Scout faces as a sort of 
proto-feminist, and provides a deeper read-
ing of the South’s racial politics. It won’t 
ever be as loved as Mockingbird is, but 
this second-ever Harper Lee novel proves 
to be “a pleasure, revelation, and genuine 
literary event.”

Go Set a Watchman
by Harper Lee

(Harper, $28)

Novel of the week
Among the Ten Thousand 
Things by Julia Pierpont

(Random House, $26)

The Billion Dollar Spy:
A True Story of Cold War 
Espionage and Betrayal
by David E. Hoffman

(Doubleday, $29)

Tolkachev “must have been the most deter-
mined volunteer spy in history,” said Scott 
Shane in The New York Times. Seeking 
vengeance against a corrupt, brutal Soviet 
regime that had years before executed his 
wife’s mother, he initially tried to volunteer 
his spying services by scouting out the cars 
of American diplomats and thrusting notes 
through the windows. Suspecting a KGB 
trap, CIA supervisors rejected several of his 
overtures before finally securing his services 
in 1978. Tolkachev subsequently stole and 
shared thousands of documents. In return, 
he demanded a seven-figure salary, plus 
Alice Cooper and Led Zeppelin albums for 
his teenage son.

Tolkachev was ultimately done in by 
another turncoat, said Malcolm Forbes in 
The American Interest. In 1985, newly fired 
CIA officer Edward J. Howard retaliated 
by selling secrets to Moscow, leading to 
Tolkachev’s swift arrest and execution by 
the KGB. But instead of closing his book 
with Tolkachev’s demise, Hoffman appends 
“a fascinating epilogue,” fast-forwarding 
to 1991 to show how the secrets Tolkachev 
pilfered enabled the U.S. Air Force to shoot 
down Soviet-built fighter planes during 
Operation Desert Storm. In America, he’s 
a hero we never knew existed. “In Russia, 
Tolkachev is only mourned by his son.”

Harper Lee in 1961
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Best books...chosen by Jeff Lindsay
With his latest novel, Dexter Is Dead, Jeff Lindsay wraps up the series that inspired 
the Showtime drama about a Miami crime-scene specialist who moonlights as a serial 
killer. Below, Lindsay names six favorite works, all featuring outsider protagonists.

The Book List  ARTS 21 

The Deep Blue Good-by  by John D. 
MacDonald (Random House, $16). The first 
appearance of Travis McGee, one of my heroes. 
He makes a living—and a life—out of being an 
outsider, which allows him to make social com-
mentary that I’ve always found wise. McGee 
overcomes this book’s memorable villain, Junior 
Allen, but with damage.

The Devil Drives  by Fawn M. Brodie (Norton, 
$25). A brilliant biography of my favorite 
Victorian, Sir Richard Francis Burton, who was 
a great explorer and linguist and the first non-
Muslim to visit Mecca. He also wrote standard 
manuals on the sword and falconry, and trans-
lated ancient erotica, including the Kama Sutra.

Slaughterhouse-Five  by Kurt Vonnegut (Dell, 
$8). “Listen: Billy Pilgrim has come unstuck in 
time” is one of the greatest-ever lines for sucking 
the reader into a story. It also makes Billy the 
ultimate outsider, a man who is excluded from 
his own life. Slaughterhouse-Five is gripping, 
beautifully written, and even brings a porn star, 
Montana Wildhack, into the literary mainstream. 

Macbeth  by William Shakespeare (Dover, $3). 
Macbeth is an outsider in his own marriage. His 
blood-soaked climb to the throne is gripping 
partly because it is a reluctant ascension, spurred 
by a wife who is either inhuman or all too 
human, depending on your view of humanity. 

Stranger in a Strange Land  by Robert 
Heinlein (Ace, $9). Mars-born Valentine 
Michael Smith is a human who is not really a 
member of the human race. His story transcends 
the sci-fi genre as it morphs into social commen-
tary, philosophy, and finally religion. Growing 
up, I always loved Heinlein. This book grew up 
with me. It’s an adult read and Heinlein’s best.

The Collected Poems of W.B. Yeats  (Scribner, 
$22). Part of the joy here is tracking Yeats’ 
progress from good to great. Later poems like 
“Easter, 1916” and “A Prayer for My Daughter” 
are among the best in the English language. Joy 
also comes from tuning in to the lunacy of A 
Vision, a lunacy that propels Yeats to unparal-
leled heights of half-mad genius in signature 
poems like “The Second Coming.”

Also of interest...in do-gooders past and present

Lawrence Ferlinghetti
At least one giant of the 
Beat movement is still 
sharing tales of the revolu-
tion, said Colin Robinson 
in The Guardian (U.K.). 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, the 
San Francisco poet and co-

founder of 
City Lights 
bookshop 
and publish-
ing house, 
claims he was 
always one 
of the group’s 
squarer 

members—largely refraining 
from the drug experimenta-
tion his peers indulged in. 
“Somebody had to mind 
the shop,” he says. But 
Ferlinghetti, now 96, did take 
risks. In 1955, he offered to 
publish Allen Ginsberg’s 
sexually graphic poem 
Howl, then chose a press in 
Britain to produce it. When 
copies arrived in the U.S., 
Ferlinghetti was charged with 
obscenity. “I wasn’t worried,” 
he said. “I was young and 
foolish. I figured I’d get a lot of 
reading done in jail.” A munic-
ipal judge’s 1957 decision to 
dismiss the charge paved the 
way for the end of literary 
censorship in America.

Not all the Beats’ run-ins with 
the law ended in such clear 
triumphs, said Jonah Raskin 
in SFGate.com. I Greet You 
at the Beginning of a Great 
Career, City Lights’ new col-
lection of letters between 
Ferlinghetti and Ginsberg, 
reveals that in 1979, poet 
Gregory Corso was caught 
stealing money from the 
store’s register. But after a wit-
ness called police, Ferlinghetti 
tipped Corso off, advising 
him to leave town. “We never 
called the police on any thief,” 
says Ferlinghetti. “Sometimes 
we humiliated thieves by pull-
ing their pants down in the 
store.” Corso didn’t get off 
scot-free, either. “We took the 
amount of money he stole 
from us from his royalties,” 
Ferlinghetti says. “I think that 
was very Buddhist of us.”

Author of the week
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Picking up this 800-page tome, “I 
had the sneaky, selfish temptation to 
simply skim it,” said David Barash in 
The Wall Street Journal. But author 
Matthieu Ricard, once a molecular 
biologist and now a Buddhist monk, 

is a captivating thinker. His book, which draws 
much wisdom from the Dalai Lama, turns out to 
be “a careful, hard-nosed assessment of what is 
needed both for individual happiness and for the 
welfare of the planet.” It’s so rich, “and yes, so 
long,” that you could dip into it for years.

Altruism
by Matthieu Ricard (Little, Brown, $30)

Jonas Salk’s development of a vaccine 
for polio represents one of medicine’s 
great achievements, and this biogra-
phy “tells the story as well as it’s ever 
been told,” said David Oshinsky in 
The New York Times. Salk was just 

40 when his breakthrough made him a celebrity 
and drew widespread resentment from his peers. 
Because he was largely unsuccessful in his subse-
quent efforts to play the role of a scientific-spiritual 
guru, the book’s second half becomes “a poignant 
and elegantly crafted look at a hero in decline.” 

Jonas Salk
by Charlotte DeCroes Jacobs (Oxford, $35)

“Clay Water Brick is the memoir of 
a woman blessed with natural curios-
ity, dedication, and possibly a healthy 
portion of insanity,” said Anna-Zoë 
D. Herr in CSMonitor.com. Stanford 
business school graduate Jessica 

Jackley couldn’t even pay her own staff in 2005 
when she co-founded Kiva.org, a website that 
today uses microloans to channel millions of dol-
lars to the world’s poor. Jackley’s book provides 
only scant economic thinking, but it abounds in 
stories that will “cheer and empower the reader.”

Clay Water Brick
by Jessica Jackley (Spiegel & Grau, $28)

A Full Life is “not the best book 
Jimmy Carter has written,” said 
Elizabeth Bennett in the Houston 
Chronicle. The former president, 
now 90, mostly reflects here on his 
life as an activist, skating past con-

troversies and devoting just two chapters to his 
White House years. But this “wise and moving 
look back” from a remarkable public figure does 
contain surprises—including the revelation that 
Carter and his wife, Rosalynn, feuded bitterly 
when they once tried writing a book together.

A Full Life
by Jimmy Carter (Simon & Schuster, $28)



For William 
Christenberry, 
the past is 
never past. 
Raised in the 
same rural 
Alabama 
county that 
Walker Evans 
chronicled in Let Us Now Praise 
Famous Men, the 78-year-old photog-
rapher can be seen as Evans’ artistic 
heir. The sharecroppers whom Evans 
captured were long gone by the time 
Christenberry began creating his own 
images of Alabama in the 1970s, but 
the pervading sense of decay remains. 
Rust and kudzu creep up the sides of 
homes, churches, and barns, yet the 
sagging buildings resist complete col-
lapse. At a time when the South is again 
confronting its conflicted heritage, 
Christenberry’s images feel newly reso-
nant. At Hemphill Fine Arts, 1515 14th St. 
NW, Washington, D.C. (202) 234-5601. 
Prices range from $5,000 to $50,000. 

Review of reviews: Art22 ARTS 

“Figuratively speaking, George 
Caleb Bingham tamed the Wild 
West,” said Roberta Smith in The 
New York Times. The Virginia-born, 
Missouri-raised painter (1811–79) 
made his living primarily as a por-
trait artist, painting the representa-
tives of a burgeoning middle class in 
what was then frontier land. But he 
was “at his best and most original” 
when painting life on the Mississippi 
and Missouri rivers, and the 17 river 
scenes he’s left to posterity “rank 
among the treasures of 19th-century 
American painting.” Bingham was largely 
self-taught: Until the 1850s, he’d received 
only about six months of academy training. 
But that was enough time for him to absorb 
the conventions of classical painting. The 
resulting images “still look very much alive , 
even radical, today, feeling all- American 
both aesthetically and historically, but with 
echoes of European painting.”

Bingham often mixed truth with fantasy, 
said Ariella Budick in the Financial Times. 
You’d never guess from Fur Traders 
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“There is no greater Southern California 
art story” than that of Sister Corita Kent, 
said Larry Wilson in the Pasadena, Calif., 
Star-News. In the early 1960s, the middle-
aged Los Angeles nun blossomed into an 
artist whose “life-affirming, war-denying” 
silk-screen prints seemed 
to blanket all of L.A. 
Taking a page from 
Andy Warhol’s play-
book, she appropriated 
advertising imagery, 
but did so to spread 
her faith and advocate 
for social justice. Her 
church superiors were 
not impressed, said 
Marc Haefele in SCPR 
.org. James MacIntyre, “perhaps the most 
conservative American ever to wear a car-
dinal’s hat,” was so horrified by a 1964 
image that proclaimed the Virgin Mary 
“the juiciest tomato of them all” that he 
forbade Kent from making any more such 
works. The ban, which convinced the artist 

Where to buy
A select exhibition in a private gallery

A 1981 Christenberry

Descending the Missouri, the 1845 paint-
ing that “beats serenely at the heart of 
the Metropolitan Museum’s enchant-
ing retrospective,” that the river was at 
the time a crowded nautical highway 
“choked with smoke-belching steamers.” 
In Bingham’s riverscape, a dugout canoe 
traverses glass-smooth open water in a 
scene that “radiates beatific tranquility.” 
Again and again, the roustabouts Bingham 
might have encountered on the two rivers 
“are magically reborn as classical figures, 
arranged into heroic groupings straight out 

of Poussin.” A “crude realism” 
also enlivened his best river paint-
ings, however, and that quality 
vanished after Bingham enrolled 
in Germany’s Düsseldorf Academy 
in 1856. “Far from injecting 
him with fresh fire,” the belated 
instruction “sucked out what was 
left of his artistic personality.” 

It’s worth asking what the painter’s 
aims were all along, said Sanford 
Schwartz in The New York Review 
of Books. Bingham ran for public 
office in Missouri the same year he 
painted Fur Traders, and given his 
political ambitions, it’s reasonable 
to think that his idyllic scenes—
usually worked up in a studio—
were “really just advertisements for 

Missouri.” Still, Bingham’s early work has a 
life of its own. One of the three figures fea-
tured in 1846’s Boatmen on the Missouri, 
for instance, is a scruffy mariner whose 
pose and “offhandedly elegant presence” 
recall a water nymph in Raphael’s The 
Judgment of Paris. It “tickles the mind” to 
think that this frontier artist had enough 
wit to turn a Renaissance-era nymph into a 
long-haired stevedore. “Levelheaded in his 
gaze, and as lovable as he is vaguely inso-
lent, Bingham’s young man embodies his 
maker’s art at its all-too-brief best.” 

Exhibit of the week 
Navigating the West: George 
Caleb Bingham and the River
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New 
York City, through Sept. 20

Someday Is Now: 
The Art of Corita Kent
Pasadena Museum of California Art, through Nov. 1

to leave her order in 1968, cost the church 
the services of “a wildly inventive talent.” 

Kent’s use of reproducible silk-screen 
imagery “signaled her populist orienta-
tion,” said Christopher Knight in the Los 
Angeles Times. It did not, however, make 
her a pop artist. Instead of using commer-
cial imagery to skewer fine-art traditions, 
she used it to promote an enlightened lib-

eral humanism rooted 
in her religious faith. 
In the 1962 print that 
announced her new 
direction, she riffed on 
Wonder Bread’s colorful 
packaging, arranging 
12 brightly colored dots 
in a way that invokes 
both Communion 
wafers and the 12 dis-
ciples who joined Jesus 

at the Last Supper. Corita’s work after 
1968 traded such clever allusions for long 
streams of text whose tone was “something 
close to hectoring.” In her heyday, though, 
she produced a body of work that was 
lofty in its goals but “emphatically down 
to earth” in style.

Fur Traders Descending the Missouri: A staged idyll

Kent’s Stop the Bombing (1967)



As Amy Schumer’s new roman-
tic comedy roars along, “it’s 
hard not to get the feeling 
you’re watching the big-screen 
arrival of a smart and signifi-
cant voice in Hollywood,” said 
Mike Scott in Nola.com. The 
star, who’s won acclaim for 
her Comedy Central sketch 
series, stuck to a traditional 
rom-com plot with her first 
feature-length screenplay. But because her charac-
ter is the promiscuous, hard-drinking hedonist in 
this love story, she’s able to drop edgy gags into 
almost every scene. Trainwreck is “a little too 

long, a little too shaggy, and 
a little too conservative,” said 
Lisa Schwarzbaum in Time. 
Despite all the raunchy humor, 
it leaves no doubt—from the 
moment Schumer’s crass jour-
nalist develops feelings for Bill 
Hader’s nice-guy surgeon—that 
love will be her salvation. NBA 
star LeBron James, playing 
himself, pitches in a hilarious 

supporting performance, said Ryan Bort in Esquire 
.com. Still. Trainwreck is Schumer’s show. Her star 
“shines as brightly as fans of her comedy could 
have ever hoped for, and then some.” 

A boozy Schumer bonds with Hader.
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“Ant-Man is decidedly a glass-
half-empty situation,” said 
Alan Scherstuhl in The Village 
Voice. Fortunately, “that glass 
is also half-awesome.” In this 
new Marvel superhero flick, 
Paul Rudd stars as a savvy 
burglar chosen by a genius 
inventor to regain control of a 
technology that enables humans 
to shrink dramatically, and the 
movie proves “spry and often funny.” The final 
half-hour provides ample opportunities for Rudd 
to do  spectacular battle on a mite-size scale. The 
“pleasingly charismatic” Rudd “can land both 
a punch and a joke,” said The Economist. “But 

beyond the action sequences, 
the film doesn’t have anything 
very interesting to do with him, 
his inventor-mentor (Michael 
Douglas), or the excellent 
Evangeline Lilly, Rudd’s 
romantic foil.” Very late in 
the drama, Rudd’s Ant-Man 
faces off against a similarly 
sized foe in a child’s bedroom, 
and “the movie takes on the 

giddy air of excitement that is Marvel Studios at 
its best,” said Richard Lawson in VanityFair .com. 
Sadly, Ant-Man “takes far too long cracking the 
nut of its own wild possibility. I’m afraid it’s apt to 
get squished.”

Rudd discovers his thriller mode. 
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Trainwreck

A commitment-phobe  
finds her guy.

Directed by Judd Apatow
(R)

Ant-Man

An insect-size superhero 
joins the fight for justice.

Directed by Peyton Reed
(PG-13)

Review of reviews: Film  ARTS 23  

The long opening shot of this 
Spanish import will be remem-
bered as “one of this year’s 
movie miracles,” said Mick 
LaSalle in the San Francisco 
Chronicle. It carries on for 23 
minutes, as a happy couple in 
Barcelona make love, then cud-
dle and chat, and finally move 
on to other routines of a Sunday 
morning. Before the shot con-
cludes, an email will quietly disrupt Alex and Sergi’s 
bliss. Yet “even before any mechanism of story has 
kicked in, the audience is entirely involved in the life 
of this couple.” During the next act, Alex and Sergi 
will be forced to connect via video chat and social 

media, said Sheri Linden in the 
Los Angeles Times. While “it’s 
no news flash” that such long-
distance communication can be 
chilling, this subtitled drama is 
alert to “something less obvi-
ous”: the way such technology 
can turn even soul mates into 
self-conscious performers. As 
Alex, Natalia Tena proves 
“exceptionally gifted at register-

ing nuances of feeling in close-up,” said A.O. Scott 
in The New York Times. But co-star David Vedaguer 
has more trouble working in a restricted format, and 
in the end, Alex and Sergi seem “less a couple” than 
a screenplay’s abstract problem.

Tena and Vedaguer’s ‘miracle’ scene

10.000 Km

A loving couple copes with 
long-distance separation.

Directed by Carlos 
Marques-Marcet

(R)

New on DVD and Blu-ray
It Follows 
(Anchor Bay, $27) 
This “justly acclaimed” fall release is the 
scariest American horror movie in a long 
time, said Salon.com. A sexually transmit-
ted demon is stalking teenagers in sub-
urban Detroit, and director David Robert 
Mitchell builds “a terrifying atmosphere” 
that will “haunt your dreams for years.”

Years of Living Dangerously  
(FilmRise, $56)  
If the threat of climate change doesn’t 
worry you, maybe the Terminator will make 
you reconsider, said AVClub.com. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, Harrison Ford, and other 
stars travel the world in this nine-part Show-
time documentary series focused on human-
ity’s devastating effect on the planet. 

UHF: 25th Anniversary Edition 
(Shout! Factory, $15)  
Weird Al Yankovic’s 1989 send-up of low-
budget TV “certainly has more admirers 
now that it did upon its initial theatri-
cal release,” said the Portland, Maine, 
Press Herald. “Its good-natured, off-the-
wall humor and the expected hilarious 
soundtrack have held up nicely.” 



Packed in a Trunk: The Lost Art of 
Edith Lake Wilkinson  
In 1924, a Massachusetts artist named Edith 
Lake Wilkinson was committed to an asy-
lum and her life’s work shipped back to West 
Virginia to sit for years in a family attic. In this 
bittersweet documentary, a grandniece who’d 
loved Wilkinson’s sun-drenched paintings since 
discovering them in childhood decides that the 
work should return to Provincetown, Mass., the 
art-mad, oceanfront town where Wilkinson once 
flourished. This time, a happier ending awaits 
them. Monday, July 20, at 9 p.m., HBO 

POV: Return to Homs 
Abdul Basset al-Saroot was just 19 and a Syrian 
national soccer star when he returned to his 
hometown Homs to ignite demonstrations 
against Syrian President Bashar al-Assad. This 
Sundance Award–winning film captures Saroot’s 
transition from protest figure to leader of an 
armed resistance as Assad’s attacks on Homs 
spread death and destruction. You’re not likely 
to see a more vivid chronicle of the nation’s 
unraveling. Monday, July 20, at 10 p.m., PBS; 
check local listings 

Humanity From Space  
Imagine being able to watch, from a vantage 
point deep in space, as the entire history of 
human civilization unfolds. This two-hour spe-
cial combines satellite imagery and computer 
animation to help scientists tell the story of our 
rise from isolated hunter-gatherers to global spe-
cies. The show also explores how we might have 
to adapt in order to enjoy a long future. Tuesday, 
July 21, at 8 p.m., PBS; check local listings

White People 
Can Americans have an honest discussion 
of white privilege? Former Washington Post 
reporter Jose Antonio Vargas tries to get one 
going in this documentary, which shows him 
crossing the country talking to groups of young 
white people about the role racial bias plays in 
their lives and the lives of nonwhite Americans. 
Wednesday, July 22, at 8 p.m., MTV 

Television24 ARTS

The Week’s guide to what’s worth watching
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Monday, July 20  

Midnight in Paris  
In one of Woody Allen’s 
better recent films, Owen 
Wilson stars as an aspiring 
novelist who travels back 
in time to mingle with the 
literati of 1920s Paris. (2011) 
9:45 p.m., Movieplex

Tuesday, July 21  

Lost Horizon  
A plane crashes in the 
Himalayas, stranding its 
passengers in utopian 
Shangri-la. From director 
Frank Capra and a hugely 
popular Depression-era 
novel. (1937) 9 p.m., GetTV

Wednesday, July 22 

The Book of Life  
Folk art associated with 
Mexico’s Day of the Dead 
informs this criminally over-
looked family film—a beau-
tiful animated fable about 
a bullfighter who journeys 
to the afterlife in his quest 
to win a girl’s heart. (2014) 
5:45 p.m., HBO

Thursday, July 23  

Mr. Holland’s Opus 
Richard Dreyfuss garnered 
an Oscar nomination play-
ing an aspiring composer 
who finds fulfillment teach-
ing classical music to high 
schoolers. (1995) 3 p.m., the 
Movie Channel 

Friday, July 24 

His Kind of Woman  
A mysterious offer lures 
a down-on-his-luck gam-
bler into a trap set by a 
crime boss in this film noir 
starring Robert Mitchum 
and Jane Russell. (1951) 
9:30 p.m., TCM 

Saturday, July 25 

The Drop  
Tom Hardy, James 
Gandolfini, and Noomi 
Rapace headline this moody 
Brooklyn-set crime drama 
written by Dennis Lehane. 
(2014) 8 p.m., HBO

Sunday, July 26 

The Thief of Bagdad 
This Technicolor remake of 
a classic silent film inspired 
Disney’s Aladdin, yet stands 
on its own as dazzling fan-
tasy. (1940) 8 p.m., TCM

Movies on TV

No one is living the American dream quite 
the way Caitlyn Jenner is. The former men’s 
decathlon champion, Wheaties icon, unlikely 
reality-TV star, and father figure to the Kar-
dashian sisters came out as a transgender 
woman recently, unveiling her new look on 
the cover of Vanity Fair. So of course the next 
step is a reality series of her own. I Am Cait 
combines the candor of her 20/20 interview 
with the luxe-life drama of Keeping Up With 
the Kardashians—all of it fueled by an activ-
ist spirit that could remake the genre. Starts 
 Sunday, July 26, at 8 p.m., E!

Show of the week

Jenner: ‘I’m the new normal.’

I Am Cait 

The Jim Gaffigan Show  
Much has happened to kill off the half-hour 
family comedy, but Jim Gaffigan just might res-
urrect it. The comedian’s new series, co-written 
with his wife, Jeannie, and based on their lives 
as New York City parents of five, is a clean-ish 
mix of stock situations, clever twists, and genu-
ine laughs. It could be a new sitcom template. 
Wednesday, July 22, at 10 p.m., TV Land

Other highlights  
Sharknado 3: Oh Hell No! 
The joke is getting pretty old, but maybe 
this will be the sequel in which co-stars Ian 
Ziering and Tara Reid get sucked into a shark 
blender. Joining the fun: fellow has-beens David 
Hasselhoff and Bo Derek. Wednesday, July 22, 
at 9 p.m., Syfy

Last Comic Standing  
Norm Macdonald joins Roseanne Barr and 
Keenen Ivory Wayans on the judges’ panel for 
a new season of the comedy competition that 
once awarded fourth place to Amy Schumer. 
Wednesday, July 22, at 9 p.m., NBC 

Race to Escape 
In this new game show, strangers trapped in 
a room must work together to break a series 
of codes to win their freedom and beat a rival 
squad to a cash prize. Saturday, July 25, at 
10 p.m., Science Channel

• All listings are Eastern Time.

America at night, in Humanity From Space
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A new top designation has been 
established for Chianti classico wines, 
but gran selezione “turns out to mean 
different things to different wineries,” 
said Elin McCoy in Bloomberg.com. 
It’s sometimes a single-vineyard wine 
and sometimes not; sometimes, it’s 
not even a winemaker’s best Chianti. 
What’s always true is that gran selezio-

nes are aged at least 30 months—six 
more than riservas. And some, like 
these three, are excellent.
2010 Fontodi Vigna del Sorbo ($85) 
This “dense, velvety” wine “is all 

black cherries, pepper, and licorice.”
2010 Castello d’Albola Il Solatio 
($65) “Fresh, bright, with deep, 
spicy cherry flavors,” this gran 
selezione is “way, way better” than 
the same winery’s riserva. 
2010 Castello di Ama Vigneto San 
Lorenzo ($50) This “complex and 
plush-textured” Chianti features 
“notes of smoke and licorice.” 

LEISURE26

Food & Drink

C Chicago Chicago
Is the City of Broad Shoulders ready to 
fetishize seafood the way it fetishizes steak? 
asked Phil Vettel in the Chicago Tribune. 
In a soaring dining room with hardwood 
floors that “gleam like the deck of a very 
new ship,” a polished staff invites all 
patrons to select a whole fish from the day’s 
catch, which is laid out on ice in a display 
case. An attendant weighs the chosen tur-
bot or sole or black bass, “and that’s when 
the numbers start spinning”: Think $45 
to $55 a pound, and thus about the same 
price per diner. These carefully sourced fish 
are pulled from the ocean and flown to 
Chicago for display the same day, and “the 
quality is beyond reproach.” One night my 
grilled choice turned out to be “unques-
tionably the best bass I’ve ever tasted”— 
evidence that executive chef Bill Montagne 
learned his lessons well at New York City’s 
Le Bernardin. Montagne’s signature whole 
turbot, baked in an herbed, salted-dough 
crust, emerges from the oven “looking like 
the world’s biggest Goldfish cracker.” But 
break open that crust and “a moister, more 
delicious fish would be very hard to find.” 
20 W. Kinzie St., (312) 280-8882

Beachcraft Miami 
Tom Colicchio’s first Miami venture is a 
stunner, said Carla Torres in the Miami 
New Times. The James Beard Award win-

Critics’ choice: Great seafood in three cities

THE WEEK July 24, 2015
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Wine: Chianti’s next level
We can’t be the only ex–Boy Scouts who fondly remember our first “hobo packs,”  

said John Willoughby and Chris Schlesinger in The New York Times. You wrap ground 
beef, carrots, potatoes, and ketchup in foil, drop the pack into a coal fire, and out 

comes a delicious hot dinner. This adult version is at least as satisfying. Remember: 
Some of the food should emerge slightly charred. “To us, that’s the best-tasting part.”

Recipe of the week

• Build a fire in the grill. Let it die 
down until coals are covered 
with gray ash. Meanwhile, put 
raisins with Cognac in a small 
bowl to soak for 10 minutes.
• Divide 8 sheets of heavy-duty 
foil, each about 2 feet long, into 
two stacks. Place half the sweet 
potato quarters, apple quarters, 
onion slices, and sage in center 
of each stack. Dot each with half the but-
ter and half the raisins, and sprinkle with 
orange zest and salt and pepper to taste. 

Fold top sheet in each stack 
over food, rotate each package 
one-quarter turn, and fold sec-
ond sheet over it. Repeat with 
remaining 2 sheets of foil.
• Place packs in coals around 
periphery of fire. Pile coals 
around them and cook 30 
minutes. Remove from coals, 
unwrap, and check: If sweet 

potatoes need more time, place packs 
back in coals until potatoes are easily 
pierced with a fork. Serves 4.

Sweet potato and apple hobo packs
¼ cup golden raisins · 3 tbsp Cognac • 2 sweet potatoes, peeled and quartered  

lengthwise • 2 Golden Delicious apples, unpeeled, cored, and quartered • 1 large red 
onion, peeled and sliced thin • ¼ cup finely chopped fresh sage • 4 tbsp butter • 1 tbsp 

grated orange zest • salt and pepper

ner and Top Chef judge has brought the 
seasonal, farm-to-table sensibility of Craft 
from Manhattan to South Beach, and the 
combination promises high style and end-
less culinary invention: “The best scallops 
I’ve ever had” were served to me at Craft a 
decade ago, and I promise that Beachcraft’s 
scallop ceviche with gooseberries, sumac, 
and pink peppercorns “will have you 
thinking about them long after your meal, 
too.” Beachcraft’s glamorous space inside 
the new 1 Hotel South Beach is “modern 
beach house meets Texas ranch,” with 
indoor shrubbery and an outdoor herb 
garden advertising Colicchio’s commitment 
to sustainability. He and executive chef 
Michael Fiorello have devised a menu char-
acterized by responsibly raised meats and 
house-made pastas like bucatini tossed with 

peekytoe crab and jalapeños. From the craft 
cocktails to the Cuban-inspired desserts, it’s 
elegance made easy. If you’re not careful, 
“the Manila-clam flatbread with pancetta 
and oregano will be your newest obses-
sion.” 2395 Collins Ave., (305) 604-6700

Select Oyster Bar Boston 
Don’t seek out this narrow new brown-
stone restaurant expecting to find a lobster 
roll, said Devra First in The Boston Globe. 
The lunch menu includes “the best lobster- 
sandwich-that-is-not-a-roll that I’ve ever 
had.” But chef Michael Serpa is focusing 
on more experimental seafood cooking 
than he did when his $27 traditional lobster 
roll won him acclaim at the North End’s 
Neptune Oyster. His sea bream crudo 
“matches the clean brine of raw fish with 
sweet corn puree and thin slices of pickled 
Persian cucumbers.” Octopus tendrils in a 
Spanish-inspired dish “curl up with snap 
peas and tomatillos,” the whole enlivened 
with chimichurri and the heat of serrano 
chiles. Serpa’s simplest preparations can 
electrify, too, though the pan-fried lobster 
topped with brown butter and spring onions 
looks a bit lonely on its plate. The menu is 
still undergoing refinements, but all that’s 
really needed is lunchtime’s “bold, bright, 
and balanced” lobster sandwich, featuring 
warm, crusty bread and a tangy avocado 
paste. 50 Gloucester St., (857) 239-8064

Michael Serpa in his new Boston kitchen



Travel  LEISURE 27 

Two of Germany’s most beloved islands 
tell a compelling story about the recent 
past, said Anna Winger in Condé Nast 
Traveler. Sylt and Rügen are about as far 
apart as Cape Cod and Maine, but dur-
ing the Cold War “they were divided by 
much more than distance.” Sylt, a sliver 
of land seven miles out in the North Sea, 
belonged to West Germany; Rügen, which 
sits off in the calmer Baltic Sea east of 
Denmark, was claimed by East Germany; 
and “each island served as a prime vaca-
tion spot for its respective society’s elite.” 
Free-spending West German playboys 
summered on Sylt, and dour Communist 
Party officials relaxed on Rügen.

Sylt has never lost its reputation for capital-
istic excess, so on my first visit I expected 
“a kind of Eurotrash Martha’s Vineyard.” 
But the approach alone, along a causeway 
that crosses the beautiful Wattenmeer tidal 
mudflats, made me wonder if Sylt was 
famous for the wrong reasons. Yes, the 

This week’s dream: Two gems of coastal Germany 
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Step into this just-refreshed 
ocean resort and “the world 
instantly gets a whole lot 
better,” said Tracey Minkin 
in Coastal Living. Designer 
Jonathan Adler’s playful 
graphic sense and taste for 
bright colors have given the 
former Ritz-Carlton property 
a “luxuriously homey” feel. 
Though the divine shop-
ping on Palm Beach’s Worth 
Avenue is minutes away, 
guests will have a hard time 
leaving the resort. At 42,000 
square feet, it’s “the kind 
of place you can spend the 
entire day hiding out in,” 
whether enjoying a massage 
in a private spa villa or lazing 
on a garden daybed. 
eaupalmbeach.com; doubles 
from $199

Hotel of the week

Moonshine and wonderfully weird destina-
tions make middle-of-nowhere Hocking Hills 
a surprisingly fun getaway, said Jill Schensul in 
the Hackensack, N.J., Record. The Hocking 
Hills region stretches across 500 square miles 
of Ohio’s Appalachian foothills and is known 
for spectacular waterfalls, valleys, and caves—
including a cave that’s considered the secret 
birthplace of the United Mine Workers. But 
wackier man-made attractions grabbed my 
attention. The town of Logan is home to both 
America’s last remaining washboard factory and 
a pencil sharpener museum that packs 3,400 
examples into a tool shed. Nearby, sleepy New 
Straitsville, once known as the moonshine capi-
tal of the world, started producing legal hooch 
several months ago at the Straitsville Special 
Moonshine Distillery. I took one whiff of the 
stuff and my eyes bulged. “One more eye- 
opening experience in the Hocking Hills.” 

Getting the flavor of...

An Adler bedroom

Last-minute travel deals
Explore South Africa 
Take a 17-day guided tour of 
South Africa and save $300 
per person. The $2,799 trip 
includes airfare, lodging in 10 
cities and towns, sightseeing 
along the southern coast, and 
a safari in Kruger National 
Park. Book by July 31.
goway.com

Fish and golf in Florida 
Spend three nights at a beach-
side villa in Palm Island Resort 
in southwest Florida and get 
two charter fishing trips, free 
golf-cart rentals, and two 
meals at resort restaurants. The 
package starts at $1,885. Book 
by July 31. 
palmisland.com

Drift through wine country 
Take a luxurious European 
river cruise with stops at his-
toric wineries, accompanied 
by an acclaimed sommelier. 
Ama Waterways is taking up to 
$1,500 off staterooms on doz-
ens of cruises starting at $2,049 
per person. Book by July 31.
amawaterways.com

narrow island is home to numerous luxury 
boutiques and Michelin-starred restau-
rants. My days, though, were consumed by 
simpler pleasures: biking through purple-
heathered dunes and walking barefoot 
among migrating birds. Rügen, by contrast, 
has a reputation for providing little other 
than such quiet pastimes. Much larger than 
Sylt, it offers 357 miles of coastline featur-
ing sandy beaches and dramatic chalk cliffs, 

and its vast fertile interior is covered 
with wildflowers. Following World 
War II, Communist officials demolished 
many of the island’s grand 19th-century 
mansions. But luxury is returning at 
places like Boldevitz manor, an estate 
where visitors can rent a quaint, 
thatched-roof cottage or a beautiful 
apartment in the restored main house. 

Even at the height of summer there’s 
no guarantee of sunshine on a German 
island. The resorts are thus “always 
designed for maximum coziness—

Gemütlichkeit—suitable for any kind of 
weather.” Yet when I was wandering Sylt 
and Rügen, “dramatic skies only added to 
the contemplative atmosphere.” It didn’t 
matter that the sky sometimes opened up; 
the sun always broke through eventually. 
“Into each life, a little rain,” as they say, 
and “I have never seen so many rainbows.”
At Sylt’s Budersand hotel (budersand.de), 
doubles start at $255.

Ohio’s kooky Hocking Hills
Catalina Island is the perfect place to “indulge 
your desert-island fantasies,” said Sunset. 
Things move at a delightfully slow place on 
the California isle, which is located an hour’s 
ferry ride from the city of Long Beach. Avalon, 
Catalina’s main town—“all one square mile of 
it”—is the only California city that still regu-
lates the size and number of cars on its streets. 
The current wait time to own a car is 14 years, 
so locals cruise around in golf carts. While 
good shopping and fine dining can be found in 
Avalon, the main action happens outside town. 
Head to the island’s “wide-open interior” for 
camping, hiking, and the chance to spot wildlife, 
including bison and foxes. Along the coast, look 
out for dolphins and sea lions. If you like a little 
adrenaline with your nature watching, sign up 
for the zip-line ecotour, which “takes flight from 
500-foot-high platforms with views of the can-
yons and the Pacific.”

California’s Catalina Island

Manalapan, Fla.

Eau Palm Beach Resort 

Ferry passengers cross a bay for Rügen.
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This week: Homes with ornate exteriors
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1  Doylestown, Pa.  
The Charles F. Myers 

House is a Queen Anne 
Victorian that dates 

back to 1890. The six-
suite home has French 

doors, two kitchens, 
original wide-plank 

floors, and stained-glass 
windows. Within walk-
ing distance of the train 
station, the brick house 
is currently used as an 

office building and has 
parking for eight cars. 

$1,499,000. Gwen and 
Cary Simons, Kurfiss/

Sotheby’s International 
Realty, (215) 794-1349

2  New York  This two-bedroom co-op apart-
ment is in the cast-iron Gilsey House, built in 
1867. The home has 12-foot ceilings, views 
of the Empire State Building, a bathroom 
with a heated stone floor, and a kitchen with 
high-end appliances. The Second Empire 
Baroque–style building was originally a hotel. 
$2,100,000. Katharine and Edith Tuckerman, 
Brown Harris Stevens, (212) 906-9222

3  Telluride, Colo.  A his-
toric mine in the area 
inspired the design of 

this five- bedroom house. 
Accessed by a footbridge, 

the log-interior home has a 
great room with a loft and 

a two-story fireplace, an 
eat-in kitchen with a wall 
of windows, and a master 
bedroom with a balcony. 

The  concrete-and-stone 
observation tower provides 

a 360-degree view of the 
surrounding mountains. 
$5,650,000. T.D. Smith, 

Telluride Real Estate Corp./
Christie’s International Real 

Estate, (970) 728-1606
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5  Kiawah Island, S.C.  This five-
bedroom, copper-roofed home in a 
private community overlooks a golf 
course and the Atlantic Ocean. Features 
include a gourmet kitchen, a three-level 
elevator, a formal library with cherry-
wood cabinetry, and a master suite 
with a fireplace in the sitting room. The 
property has a formal English garden 
with a sitting area. No minimal bid, no 
reserve. Grand Estates Auction Co., (800) 552-8120

6  Key Colony Beach, Fla.  This three-bedroom, Italian villa–style 
house lies on 0.3 acres of oceanfront property. Centered on a court-
yard, the home has inlaid granite and marble floors, hand-cut beams, 
33 sets of mahogany French doors, and a multilevel living room with 
a full bar. The exterior includes a pool, a spa, a private beach, and 
deep-water dockage. $4,500,000. Kim Thaler, Ocean/Sotheby’s Inter-
na tional Realty, (305) 393-2787

4  Lunenburg, Mass. 
  Georgetown Castle is 
set on 8.2 acres with 
views of Whalom Lake. 
The 150-year-old home 
has an open floor plan, 
two fireplaces, period 
lighting fixtures, and a 
tower with roof access. 
The fieldstone structure 
has a diamond-patterned 
slate roof, decorative 
trim, and manicured 
gardens reportedly 
designed by Frederick 
Law Olmstead’s com-
pany. $1,100,000. Keith 
Ross, Landvest, (978) 
544-5767

7  Barnesville, Minn.  Listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places, this seven-bedroom house sits on a 4.9-acre double lot. 
The 1903 Classical Revival has pocket doors, original ornate 
woodwork, and a clawfoot tub. The uniquely painted exterior 
has two porches, a cedar shake roof, and a fixed, round window 
on the upper level. $330,000. Jennifer Kirby, Kirby Fine Homes, 
(651) 785-3400

Steal of the week
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The best of...bug repellents 

Consumer

Autoweek 
The newest Ferrari has “very big shoes 
to fi ll.” It replaces the 458 Italia, a vehicle 
 widely deemed the best sports car in the 
world. But customers and government reg-
ulators have been pushing high-emission 
engines toward extinction, so change was 
needed. The good news: The 488, due in 
September, is “a piece of fi ne art” that also 
“surpasses the 458 by any performance 
measure.” You could complain that the new 
engine doesn’t emit the same banshee 
wail. Still, this car “sounds fabulous.”

Motor Trend
“The 488’s new 3.9-liter, twin-turbo V-8 is 

the headline news, of course.” It boosts 
horsepower 18 percent, to 660 hp, 
and increases torque by 40 percent. 
And forget any worries about potential 
turbo lag, because throttle response is 
lightning fast and power builds “in one 
epic, absolutely linear surge.” Better 
yet, the 488 is also “the most confi -
dence-inspiring midengine supercar 
you’ll ever drive.”

Car and Driver 
The car’s silhouette “looks familiar, if 
a bit clunkier,” owing to enlarged side 
air intakes. Those intakes help add enough 
power to foreshadow a future when Ferrari 

might build cars that are too fast to be fun. 
The “fantastically sublime” 488 “proves 
that today is not that day.”

30 LEISURE 

Tip of the week...
Alternate uses for white vinegar

Best apps...
Getting the most out of Gmail

And for those who have 
everything...
The Camp Champ 
costs more than 
most campers 
spend on gear in 
a lifetime. But the 
product packs “a 
kitchen’s worth” of 
cookware into a 2-foot-
tall box, and it’s so sub-
stantial it will “fi t right 
in at a high-end tailgate 
party.” Built of marine-grade plywood, the 
Austrian-made case is outfi tted with Swiss or 
German kitchenware, including pots, dishes, 
a knife block, a spice rack, and gas burners. 
“Unless you’re planning a really complex 
campsite meal, the Camp Champ should 
have every piece of equipment you need to 
make and serve breakfast, lunch, and dinner.”
campchamp.at; $5,950
Source: Gizmag.com

Keep flowers longer. Extend the life of 
a bouquet by adding 2 tbsp vinegar and 
2 tbsp sugar to the water in a vase and 
changing the water every couple of days.

Reinvigorating hair. Wash away product 
buildup and “improve shine” by adding 
¼ cup vinegar to 1 cup distilled water and 
pouring it over washed hair. Rinse with cool 
water 15 to 30 seconds later.

Rejuvenate leather. Freshen a worn sofa 
or chairs by combining equal parts vinegar 
and linseed oil and dabbing the mixture 
on the leather with a soft cloth. Wait 10 
minutes, and then rub off the solution with 
a second, dry cloth.

Clean paintbrushes with dried-on paint. 
Bring vinegar to a boil and remove from 
heat. Soak brushes about 20 minutes, until 
paint starts to loosen. Rinse in cool water 
while working the bristles with your fingers. 
Source: Woman’s Day 

Activate Undo Send. “The holy grail of 
all email functions” is new this summer. 
To activate it, look in Settings under the Gen-
eral tab and select Enable. The Undo Send 
function lets you recall any email up to 30 
seconds after you press “Send.”

Use aliases. Sort emails automatically by 
adopting various email aliases. For example, 
if your user name is johndoe@gmail.com, 
non-work-related messages can be steered 
to a johndoe+family@gmail.com folder.

Use shortcuts. An option under Set-
tings activates various keyboard shortcuts. 
You can type “r” to reply to an email, for 
instance, or type “#” to delete.

Enable ‘verified senders.’ This handy 
feature—found under Settings, then Labs—
helps you distinguish legit emails from 
those generated by hackers. It puts a gold-
key icon next to mails from verified sources.
Source: Men’s Journal 

The 2016 Ferrari 488 GTB: What the critics say

A turbocharged Ferrari, 
from $242,737
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Sawyer 
Fisherman’s Formula
DEET, the “go-to” chemi-
cal insect repellent, can 
cause rashes and even 
seizures in high concen-
trations. But two natural 
repellents, including this 
picaridin-based spray, 
were found to be even 
more effective than DEET 
in the newest Consumer 
Reports testing. 
$9, amazon.com

Source: Consumer Reports

Repel Lemon 
Eucalyptus Repellent 
This all-natural spray, 
made with lemon-
eucalyptus oil, rated 
second highest in the 
same Consumer Reports 
tests. Protection against 
mosquitoes and deer-
tick nymphs lasts seven 
to eight hours.
$5, walmart.com

Source: Consumer Reports 

Ben’s Tick & Insect 
Repellent Wipes
Despite the health risks 
associated with DEET, 
many people will still 
turn fi rst to a standard 
bottle of Off! These 
wipes allow you to apply 
a mild, effective DEET 
solution directly, elimi-
nating waste and provid-
ing longer protection.
$6 for 12, tendercorp.com

Source: HiConsumption.com

Thermacell Mosquito 
Repellent Appliance
This handheld device, 
which is also available 
in lantern form, might 
just work better than any 
spray. It uses butane to 
heat a synthetic form of 
natural insecticide, form-
ing a 15-foot-wide protec-
tive bubble around you.
$25, thermacell.com

Source: Wall Street Journal 

Aromaflage
Here’s a way to fend off 
pests “without smelling 
like a chemistry project.” 
This natural repellent, 
hand-mixed by artisans 
in Myanmar, blends 
vanillin, cedar, and 
lemongrass extracts. It’s 
“more like perfume than 
bug spray.”
$65, aromafl age.com

Source: Travel + Leisure



Stock analysts are 
getting the robot treat-
ment, said Stephanie 
Yang in The Wall Street 
Journal. Wall Street 
churns out “millions 
of words” in invest-
ment recommenda-
tions every day, and 
artificial-intelligence 
startups see the space 
as an opportunity for 
disruption. Narrative 
Science, which pro-
duces computer- 
generated news articles 
and investment reports, 
now relies on financial 
firms for 60 percent of 
its work. Credit Suisse 
and T. Rowe Price use 
the firm’s “automated 
writers” to produce 
corporate summaries 
on thousands of com-
panies. Not everybody 
thinks an algorithm 
can do an analyst’s 
job. But others say it’s 
just a matter of time. 
“It’s a very hot debate 
whether financial ana-
lysts will be decimated 
by algorithms,” said 
William Trout, an ana-
lyst with consulting firm 
Celent. “Disruption, 
when it happens, hap-
pens very fast.”

Wall Street’s  
AI analysts

BUSINESS

It’s bargaining season in 
Detroit, said Christina Rogers 
in The Wall Street Journal. 
Executives for the Big Three 
automakers—GM, Ford, 
and Fiat Chrysler—this week 
kicked off their first con-
tract talks with the United 
Auto Workers since 2011. 
The fortunes of the U.S. 
auto industry have radically 
improved since then, but 
for the past eight years, automakers have had a 
“two-tier wage system” in which new hires earn 
a maximum wage of $19 per hour while veteran 
workers can make as much as $28. The UAW 
argues that given the industry’s good fortunes, “it 
is time for the companies to pay more.” 

Still, “negotiations opened on 
a cheerful note,” said Greg 
Gardner in the Detroit Free 
Press. Americans are buy-
ing new cars at the fastest 
pace since 2001, and the Big 
Three have added 15,750 
jobs since 2009. But outside 
forces, such as Mexico’s 
expanding car industry, 
new right-to-work laws in 
Michigan and Indiana, and 

competition from Asian and European manufac-
turers’ nonunion factories in the U.S., will shape 
the final agreement. The current contracts end in 
September, and for the first time since 2007, the 
UAW has the right to strike, a tactic that was sus-
pended under the bailouts of Chrysler and GM. 

Autos: Union, automakers tussle over pay

Energy: Iranian oil could reshape energy market
A nuclear deal with Iran “raises the specter of a fresh oil glut,” said 
Bill Spindle in The Wall Street Journal. Iranian officials hope to deliver 
up to a million new barrels of oil a day to global markets within the 
next year or two, putting further pressure on crude prices. Record 
pumping in Iraq and Saudi Arabia and strong U.S. production have 
already driven prices down by more than 50 percent over the past 
year; the global market now has a daily oversupply of 1 million to 
2 million barrels. Iran, with nearly 10 percent of global oil reserves, 
could eventually compete with the likes of Saudi Arabia and Russia. 

Media: Comcast launches streaming TV service
Comcast is hoping to lure in cord cutters with its own streaming televi-
sion service, said Bob Fernandez in The Philadelphia Inquirer. The new 
$15-a-month service, called Stream, will let customers watch broadcast 
and local television and HBO on smartphones, PCs, and tablets. The 
cable provider wants to reach Millennials and young adults “who have 
been reluctant to subscribe to big bundles of cable TV channels that can 
cost well over $100 a month.” An estimated 8.4 million U.S. house-
holds subscribe to an on-demand streaming service, but not to pay TV.

Tech: Co-founder returns to restive Reddit
Reddit, the heavily trafficked but controversial online message board, 
is in turmoil, said Mike Isaac in The New York Times. Co-founder 
Steve Huffman returned to the company as CEO last week, after 
interim CEO Ellen Pao abruptly stepped down following a user protest 
over the firing of a popular employee. Volunteer moderators tempo-
rarily shut down huge swathes of the site, which draws 160 million 
monthly visitors, complaining about management’s lack of communi-
cation with the online community.

Employment: Starbucks launches youth jobs program
Starbucks and 16 other major corporations have pledged to hire 100,000 
young workers, said Aamer Madhani in USA Today. The 100,000 Op por-
tu ni ties Initiative aims to reach some of the 5.5 million Americans ages 
16 to 24 who aren’t employed or in school. The coalition, which also 
includes CVS Health, JCPenney, JPMorgan Chase, Lyft, Walgreens, and 
Walmart, will kick off its effort at an August jobs fair in Chicago, with 
the goal of making 1,000 hires. Starbucks has pledged 10,000 hires by 
the end of 2018. 
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Hoping to close a salary gap

Shoppers worldwide will 
spend less overall on gad-
gets in 2015 than they did 
in 2014, the first drop since 
2010. Desktop and tablet 
sales are declining, with 
tablets especially seen as a 
luxury compared with smart-
phones, which are upgraded 
more often.  
The Washington Post

One in three new cars in 
Norway is electric, the high-
est proportion in the world. 
In the United States, it’s one 
in 100. Norway offers gener-
ous incentives for owning 
electric vehicles, which are 
exempt from value-added 
tax, purchase tax, road tolls, 
tunnel-use fees, and ferry 
charges.  
Qz.com

Old-fashioned terres-
trial radio still reaches more 

adults than 
any other 
medium. 
According 
to Nielsen, 
93 per cent 

of American adults listen to 
AM/FM radio weekly; 87 per-
cent watch television; and 
70 per cent use smartphones 
in a given week.  
Observer.com

Apple earns 92 percent 
of all smartphone profits, 
despite iPhones making up 
only 20 percent of smart-
phones sold worldwide. The 
iPhone’s average selling price 
in 2014 around the world was 
$624, compared with $185 for 
Android smartphones.  
CNET.com

The overall inflation rate is 
low at less than 2 percent per 
year. But that figure masks 
a split in the trajectory of 
goods and services, with the 
cost of services going up and 
goods down. A man’s suit is 
3.7 percent cheaper than it 
was in 2010, for instance, but 
9.2 percent more expensive 
to have cleaned. The price of 
a new TV has fallen nearly 
58 per cent over the same pe-
riod, while cable TV service 
costs 13.7 percent more. 
The Wall Street Journal

The bottom line



Making money

“Ice cream still needs scooping, beaches still 
need guarding, and campers still need counsel-
ing,” said Patricia Cohen and Ron Lieber in The 
New York Times. So where are all the teenage 
workers? Since 2000, the share of 16-to-19-year-
olds who are working has plummeted by 40 per-
cent. Just 32 percent of American teenagers held 
a job last summer, compared with 58 per cent in 
1978. It isn’t that teens are just sitting around. 
More students than ever are attending summer 
school and cramming for high-stakes standard-
ized tests. Others are “buffing college applica-
tions” with internships, community service, and 
foreign travel. Summer breaks are also shorter. 
And for the 1.1 million teens who would like a job but can’t find 
one, the “sluggish recovery” means competing with struggling 
adults for a declining number of entry-level jobs. 

“The decline of the Great American Summer Job is a shame,” 
said Bill Sternberg in USA Today. The “grimy, unglamorous, 
and low-paying” job at a soda-bottling plant I took one summer 
in my teens “taught me more about life and work than anything 
else I could have done during those three months.” I learned 
about monotony and about responsibility, and grew to respect 
my hardworking, year-round co-workers. “If it’s motivation and 
real-world preparation” teens are after, they should do what 
they can to get a job. “The grungier the better.”

Fear not, “the summer job isn’t dead,” 
said Justin Fox in BloombergView.com. 
The percentage of 16-to-24-year-olds with 
summer jobs has actually increased slightly 
since the end of the recession, though it’s 
too early to tell if that’s a “heartening 
trend or just a cyclical rebound.” Another 
bright spot: The amusement, gambling, 
and recreation sectors, which often employ 
teens, added 190,100 jobs in June. These 
places don’t offer particularly well-paying 
jobs, but they do create “crucial opportu-
nities for younger workers.”

Even now, “it’s not too late” for teens to get that summer job, 
said Janet Bodnar in Kiplinger.com. Because hiring younger 
workers means high turnover, many retailers, restaurants, and 
amusement parks hire throughout the summer. Teens can also 
look for opportunities to sub for workers on vacation. Working 
doesn’t just put money in your teen’s pocket; it also gives him or 
her a golden opportunity to learn about finances, like the fact 
that even 15-year-olds have to pay Social Security and Medicare 
taxes. If a young worker is lucky enough to snag a gig, get him a 
savings account and encourage him to set up automatic contribu-
tions. He’ll even be eligible to save for retirement in a Roth IRA. 
If he feels it’s too early for that kind of saving, tell him about the 
wonders of compound interest. And then chip in a few bucks.

Employment: The end of the summer job? 
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Blame the sluggish recovery.

Rental car insurance isn’t worth it
Buying rental car insurance might feel like a 
“prudent, adult move,” but it usually isn’t, 
said Joseph Stromberg in Vox.com. If you 
own a car, your insurance plan likely covers 
the two most common types of protection 
offered by rental companies: a loss damage 
waiver, which covers damage to the vehicle, 
and liability insurance, which covers damage 
to other cars and drivers. Additionally, most 
credit card companies automatically offer 
collision insurance for vehicles rented with 
their cards. You can also pass on personal 
accident insurance and theft protection, 
which ought to be taken care of by your 
health and homeowners insurance. Bottom 
line: Consult all your options “before you 
get to the rental counter.” 

Retiring with a robo-adviser
“Robo-advisers” that provide computer- 
generated financial advice are catching on with 
retirees, said Eleanor Laise in Kiplinger.com. 
The automated advisers are cheaper than their 
human counterparts, who typically charge 
1 percent or more of assets, but there are 
trade-offs. Some robo-advisers only build new 
portfolios from cash, meaning investors will 
have to sell off some of their current holdings, 

potentially triggering capital gains taxes. Inves-
tors should also investigate the range of in-
vestments recommended. Retirees looking for 
advice on drawing down their accounts “will 
find big differences” among the automated 
services. Some will craft a customized draw-
down strategy, but others “can’t even handle 
IRA-required minimum distributions.” 

When HSAs trump 401(k)s 
“When it comes to saving for retirement, 
there may be a better place for your next dol-
lar than your 401(k),” said Katie Lobosco in 
CNN.com. A health savings account, offered 
with most high-deductible health insurance 
plans, provides many of the same benefits 
as a traditional retirement account. Like a 
401(k), the money in an HSA can be invested 
in stocks and bonds, and companies will 
often make contributions to your account. 
Contributions for HSAs are tax-free, and so 
are withdrawals. You can also withdraw from 
your HSA at any time without penalty, as long 
as the money is used for medical expenses. 
Contribution limits are lower, however; a fam-
ily can contribute up to $6,650 a year. But 
with couples spending an average of $220,000 
on health care in retirement, an HSA can be a 
smart way to save for future health costs.

What the experts say

Some 100 million Americans suffer from 
skin cancers and disorders, and mela-
noma alone is expected to kill nearly 
10,000 Americans this year. The American 
Skin Association (americanskin.org) 
works to treat and defeat skin diseases 
by funding research and supporting sun-
safety awareness programs for the public. 
Since its founding in 1987, the organiza-
tion has supported the efforts of more 
than 200 scientists working to prevent 
and treat skin diseases. It has also pro-
vided free instruction in sun safety and 
skin health to over 12 million children, 
teachers, and parents. The association 
provides public schools with teaching 
guides called The Wonders of Skin to help 
educators teach skin health, as well as 
the teenage-oriented The Skin You’re In, 
which focuses on acne and sun safety.

Charity of the week

Each charity we feature has earned a 
four-star overall rating from Charity 
Navigator, which rates not-for-profit 
organizations on the strength of their 
finances, their governance practices, 
and the transparency of their operations. 
Four stars is the group’s highest rating. 
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All of our exciting new digital technology isn’t 
helping us get more done, said Matthew Yglesias. 
Economic data show productivity has actually 
slowed over the past decade in almost every 
industry. That includes the professional and 
technical service sectors, where “your basic office 
worker” now has access to a stunning array of 
digital tools. Computers are more powerful and 
flexible; cloud-based documents, videoconferenc-
ing, online calendars, and smartphones make it 
possible to work almost anywhere. So why is our 
productivity lagging? I don’t think it’s because 
our “cool new tools” are “genuinely useless”; 

if they were, no one would use them. It’s more 
likely that “technology that gives with the left 
hand takes away with the right hand.” It’s easier 
than ever to waste time at work posting on Face-
book, Gchatting with friends, or ordering stuff 
on Amazon. After all, when you’re staring at a 
screen, who can tell the difference? Vox receives 
far more traffic during the workday than after 
work and on weekends; the same goes for most 
other sites. Office technology appears to be a 
“double-edged sword.” It lets us do a lot more 
than we could 15 years ago, “but a lot of what it 
lets us do isn’t especially productive.” 

“The home of aviation is now synonymous with 
bad service,” said Edward Luce. Even as Ameri-
can passengers endure onerous fees, shrinking leg-
room, and unpalatable food, three of the Big Four 
U.S. carriers, which together control 80 percent 
of domestic air travel, are fighting to keep foreign 
airlines out of the country. United, American, 
and Delta want the U.S. Department of Justice 
to revoke the rights of the three top Gulf carriers 
to fly to U.S. destinations. Their argument is that 
Emirates, Qatar, and Etihad airlines have benefited 
handsomely from $42 billion in subsidies from 
their home governments. That’s true up to a point, 

but U.S. airlines have also benefited from Ameri-
can bankruptcy laws, which have allowed them to 
“restructure debts and slough off legacy pension 
costs” on their path back to profitability. They are 
also no stranger to subsidies, having received some 
$155 billion in U.S. government help over the 
past 50 years. The real reason they don’t want the 
best foreign airlines here is because those airlines 
“are so much better than their U.S. counterparts 
that they would steal all their business.” American 
fliers expect less than their Asian and European 
counterparts, and receive less as a result. “Only 
the bracing shock of competition can alter this.” 

The numbers coming out of China in 
recent weeks have been “mind-boggling,” 
said Larry Elliott in The Guardian (U.K.). 
After share prices shot up by 150 percent 
over the past year, Chinese markets have 
been on a dizzying descent, losing more 
than 30 percent of their value in the space 
of the past month. Millions of ordinary 
Chinese, many of whom borrowed money 
to buy stocks during the bull run, face 
“potentially ruinous losses.” Fearing a his-
toric market collapse that would rival the 
likes of “Dutch tulips, the South Sea Bub-
ble, and the Wall Street Crash,” Beijing 
has stepped in with extraordinary measures to halt the rout— 
cutting interest rates, halting trading for hundreds of listed com-
panies, and buying up stocks with public money. “In the short 
term at least, it seems to have done the trick.” But the worry is 
that the market turbulence is “indicative of a deeper malaise.” 

“Do not expect any quick return to normality,” said Craig 
Stephen in MarketWatch.com. Investor confidence has been 
“rattled,” as has the credibility of Beijing, which has promised 
for several years to let market forces and consumer spending play 
a larger role in the economy without interference. The govern-
ment’s “bizarre interventions” raise the question of whether the 
Chinese economy is worse off than reported. The ups and downs 
of the stock market “have little to do with the ups and downs 
of the real economy,” said Jeff Spross in TheWeek.com. Beijing 
knows that, and the fact that Chinese leaders pumped money 
into the markets anyway shows they are willing to do almost 

anything to avoid “political embarrass-
ment” and maintain their grip on power. 

“Have we hit peak China?“ asked Mi-
chael Auslin in The Wall Street Journal. 
Economists are now beginning to see 
China less as an engine of global growth 
and more as a “source of worries.” Bei-
jing has steadily lowered GDP growth 
targets in recent years, and even these 
lower estimates likely mask the true 
slowdown in production and economic 
activity. The country is also struggling 
with enormous debt and a tightening 

labor market. It might be time to prepare for a “falling China.” 

“An epic economic collapse in a giant Asian economy isn’t nec-
essarily a huge problem for the United States,” said Matthew 
Yglesias in Vox.com. When Japan suffered a “lost decade” in the 
1990s, America had its most robust growth in a generation. Nor 
is continued growth in China “particularly significant to Ameri-
can businesses”: Total U.S. exports to China account for just 
0.7 pe r cent of U.S. GDP. What would matter is if Chinese leaders 
“lose their appetite for overhauling the economy,” said Robert J. 
Samuelson in The Washington Post. Transitioning to a consumer-
led economy is exceedingly difficult, but in China’s case, it would 
“be better for China and everyone else.” The country would be 
more insulated from global instability and its cheap exports less 
threatening to other countries. Are leaders in Beijing willing to 
stay the course, given the latest setbacks? Whatever they decide 
will have “huge consequences for the rest of the world.” 

Issue of the week: China’s market mayhem
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Why aren’t 
we more 
productive?
Matthew Yglesias
Vox.com

How to fix
our terrible
airlines
Edward Luce
Financial Times

Checking prices at a stock exchange hall in Fuyang



Ken Stabler 
was one of the 
National Football 
League’s most 

successful quarterbacks. He 
won the league’s Most Valuable 
Player award in 1974, led the 
swashbuckling Oakland Raiders 
to their first ever Super Bowl 
victory in 1977, and was named 
to the NFL’s all-decade team of 
the 1970s. But the long-haired Stabler didn’t fit 
the usual mold of the disciplined team leader. 
Notorious for his heavy partying, he claimed he 
studied game plans by the light of a jukebox. 
“People think all I do is drink, raise hell, and 
stay out all night,” he wrote in his best-selling 
1985 autobiography. “And they’re pretty close 
to the truth.” 

Born and raised in Foley, Ala., Stabler was a 
naturally gifted sportsman, said The Washington 
Post. In high school, he “led his football team to 
a three-year record of 29-1,” averaged 29 points 
a game in basketball, and “was a first-round 
baseball draft choice of the Houston Astros.” 
Stabler eventually focused on football, and in 
1968, after four years playing at the University 
of Alabama, he joined the Raiders. Nicknamed 

“Snake” for his elusive run-
ning style, “Stabler was 
involved in some memorable 
plays,” said The New York 
Times. In the final seconds of 
a 1978 playoff game against 
the San Diego Chargers, he 
deliberately fumbled the ball 
forward to a teammate, who 
recovered it in the end zone 
and scored a game-winning 

touchdown—a move that led to a rule change 
on forward fumbles. After 10 years with the 
Raiders, Stabler played another five seasons with 
the Houston Oilers and the New Orleans Saints 
before retiring in 1984 with 194 career touch-
down passes.

More than most players, Stabler “loved to live,” 
said Vice.com. During training camps, he pinned 
the underwear of local women he’d seduced 
on his hotel room wall. Other players recalled 
that in the team huddle his breath often smelled 
of alcohol from the night before. But Stabler 
insisted his wild lifestyle never affected his on-
field performance. “You don’t have to do the 
conventional things the night before,” he said. 
“It doesn’t matter, as long as you did it the next 
day—and we did it consistently.”

Obituaries

THE WEEK July 24, 2015

Ken 
Stabler
1945–2015

E
ve

re
tt

 C
ol

le
ct

io
n,

 A
P

Omar Sharif’s 
first appearance 
in Western cinema 
was one of the most 

memorable entrances in film his-
tory. In the 1962 epic Lawrence 
of Arabia, he appears as a tiny 
speck on the desert horizon, before 
slowly coming into view through 
the shimmering heat, riding on 
a camel—and shooting dead a 
Bedouin guide. Sharif received an 
Oscar nomination for his portrayal 
of Arab warrior Sherif Ali, the tribal leader with 
whom Peter O’Toole’s T.E. Lawrence teams up 
to head an Arab revolt against the Ottoman 
Empire. Yet Sharif initially had low expectations 
for Lawrence of Arabia. “I never thought anyone 
would go to see the film,” he admitted. “Three 
hours and 40 minutes of desert—and no girls!”

Sharif was born into a “well-to-do” Christian 
family in Alexandria, Egypt, said The New York 
Times. After graduating from Cairo University, 
he briefly worked for his father’s lumber busi-
ness before deciding in 1950 to capitalize on 
his “darkly handsome” looks and act in the 
Egyptian film industry. “He soon had a legion 
of fans, especially after co-starring with Faten 

Hamama, one of Egypt’s leading 
actresses,” who became his wife 
in 1955. Following the success 
of Lawrence of Arabia, Sharif 
“worked steadily for the next 
few years” in Western films, said 
The Guardian (U.K.). Among his 
many parts were a Nazi officer in 
1967’s The Night of the Generals 
and a Jewish gambler in the 1968 
musical Funny Girl, opposite 
Barbra Streisand. But Sharif’s best- 
remembered screen performance 

was his “brooding, magnetic” turn in 1965’s 
Doctor Zhivago, in which he played a sensitive, 
love-struck physician in revolutionary Russia.

An inveterate gambler in real life, Sharif saw 
his movie career decline in the 1970s “with a 
range of forgettable fare he took to pay off his 
gambling debts,” said The Washington Post. 
Offscreen, he was also a notorious playboy—his 
lovers reportedly included Streisand and Ingrid 
Bergman. But in later years, money and health 
problems led him to give up card games and 
beautiful women. “The reason I quit [playing 
bridge] is because I wasn’t as good as I used to 
be,” he said in 2004. “And now it’s the same 
thing with girls, so why the aggravation?”

The Egyptian playboy who excelled in exotic roles

The quarterback who partied as hard as he threw

Omar
Sharif

1932–2015 Michael Masser was a pop 
perfectionist. The composer 
and music producer spent 
two years sculpting his 
first hit, “Touch Me in the 

Morning,” 
which Diana 
Ross took to 
No. 1 in 1973. 
He made 

Whitney Houston record 
dozens of takes of his mov-
ing ballad “The Greatest 
Love of All,” going over each 
verse again and again. “We 
never saw anybody put a 
vocalist through the rigors 
that Michael Masser did with 
her,” said recording engineer 
Joe Tarsia. But the hard work 
paid off: “The Greatest Love 
of All” spent three weeks 
at the top of the Billboard 
Hot 100 chart in 1986.

Born to a Jewish family 
in Chicago, Masser was 
working as a stockbroker in 
Manhattan in 1971 when he 
decided to quit his high-paid 
job and pursue his musical 
dream. A self-taught pianist, 
Masser began composing 
ballads “featuring lush string 
arrangements and epic cli-
maxes,” said The Guardian 
(U.K.). He followed up 
“Touch Me in the Morning” 
with another No. 1 for Ross, 
“Theme From Mahogany 
(Do You Know Where You’re 
Going To),” and hits for art-
ists including Roberta Flack, 
Teddy Pendergrass, George 
Benson, and Gladys Knight. 
The success he achieved 
with Houston, though, “was 
on a different scale alto-
gether.” He composed and 
produced several songs on 
her self-titled debut album, 
which spent 46 weeks in the 
U.S. Top 10, including the 
smash single “Saving All My 
Love for You.”

“Masser’s perfectionism 
meant that he was not pro-
lific,” said The Times (U.K.). 
He remained stubbornly 
focused on quality, not quan-
tity. “There is too much pres-
sure from agents to turn out 
lots of songs,” he explained 
in 1989. “I say: Just give me 
one good one.”

Michael
Masser
1941–2015
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America’s Favorite 
Panda Cub
The newest star of the Smithsonian’s
National Zoo is Bao Bao, the giant
panda cub born on August 23, 
2013. Bao Bao has been an internet 
sensation from the very beginning,
with millions glued to the National
Zoo’s ‘Panda-Cam’ set up to monitor
her earliest activities. These days,
Bao Bao is visited by over 2 million
National Zoo visitors each year.

America’s Favorite 
Precious Metal
Today, GovMint.com and the
Smithsonian® are announcing the
release of the world’s first 99.9% 
pure one-ounce Bao Bao Silver

Proof. GovMint.com partnered 
with the master artisans at the 
official Mint of China to strike this
spectacular and highly-detailed
2015 Smithsonian Bao Bao Silver
Proof. One side features Bao Bao 
at play among her beloved bamboo
trees, while the other side depicts
the Great Wall of China and the
iconic Smithsonian Castle in 
Washington, D.C. Each silver 
proof is accompanied by a 
serial-numbered certificate of 
authenticity from the China Mint.

This First Might Not Last
This is the first time ever that Bao Bao
has been featured on a Smithsonian-
licensed pure silver proof. Struck to

a strictly limited worldwide
mintage, demand is expected to 
be high for this historic limited 
release. Secure yours exclusively
from GovMint.com. 

Buy More 
and SAVE More!
1–2 coins   $49.95 each (plus s/h)
3–4 coins   $49.45 each (plus s/h)
5+ coins     $48.95 each (plus s/h)

For fastest service, 
call today toll-free 

1-888-201-7144
Offer Code BBP123-01

Please mention this code when you call.

THE BEST SOURCE FOR COINS WORLDWIDE™

Prices and availability subject to change without notice. Past performance is not a predictor of future performance.
NOTE: GovMint.com® is a private distributor of worldwide government coin and currency issues and privately issued
licensed collectibles and is not affiliated with the United States government. Facts and figures deemed accurate as of 
May 2015. ©2015 GovMint.com.

This non legal tender proof was minted by the China Mint.

GovMint.com • 14101 Southcross Dr. W. Dept. BBP123-01 • Burnsville, Minnesota 55337

Smithsonian’s National Zoo Star Panda
Shines on Pure Silver Proof

Cute & Cuddly Meets Bright & Shiny

Smithsonian®

Actual size 
is 40 mm
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The world’s most brutal sport
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as Niccolò Innocenti of the Verdi put it, 
“deeply Florentine.”

“When I played for the first time, the sensa-
tion I had was one of truly being a man,” 
he said.

For others, though, the attraction is more 
primitive. With two teams of 27 players 
placed in a sand pit and told to do what-
ever is necessary to get a ball into the other 
team’s end zone, the sport is a strange mix 
of U.S. football, rugby, and street fighting. 
Watching it live, the more direct comparison 
might be to the children’s game Red Rover, 
but with punching and tattoos.

Brutality is everywhere. No player has ever 
died during calcio storico, but Luciano 
Artusi, a former director of the body 
that oversees the games, conceded that 
“we have had a spleen removed.” Filippo 
Allegri, one of the on-field medical atten-
dants, said that his group generally expects 
that seven or eight players from each 
team will not finish any given game, and 
recalled, without prompting, that 10 play-
ers, or about 20 percent of the total par-
ticipants, required hospitalization after a 
particularly brutal final in 2013. There are 
no substitutions, so exhaustion is common. 

All of this might make more sense to the 
average outsider if there were millions of 

dollars (or at least enduring fame) on the 
line. But players are not paid in calcio 
storico, and there is no significant prize. The 
winning team used to receive a calf from 
Tuscany—butchered, not live—but now 
the champions simply have the cost of their 
postgame dinner picked up by the federa-
tion. There is not even a medal ceremony.

“It is like a war—no one does it for the 
money,” said Nana, who plays for the 
Bianchi. “You do it because you feel an 
obligation to fight.” He shrugged. “So you 
fight. And if you come back alive, you get 
drunk and talk about it.”

THE PLAYERS OF the Bianchi gathered 
in the early afternoon of a recent 
Wednesday. They listened to their 

coach give a lecture about strategy for that 
evening’s match and then dressed in their 
uniforms: historically appropriate striped 
pants and white T-shirts. (For many, these 
shirts were only temporary; most players 
play shirtless.)

Some wore sneakers; others chose soccer 
cleats. Each player wound layers of heavy 
packing tape around his waistband, to make 
it more difficult for an opponent to grab on.

After a bus ride to the city center, the 
players from the white team, represent-
ing the southwestern part of the city, and 

In Florence, said Sam Borden, men play a centuries-old game that often leaves them bloodied and badly injured.

The game—a mix of U.S. football, rugby, and street fighting—has its roots in the Renaissance. 

ON A RECENT Tuesday, about 24 
hours before he jammed his fingers 
into another man’s nose, dropped 

his elbow across another man’s neck, and 
put another man’s feet where one’s ears are 
supposed to be, Rodrigue Nana considered, 
just for a moment, the basic notion of fear.

“Do you want to know what I am afraid 
of?” he asked, his fingers tracing the 
meaty scar above his left eyebrow. Nana, a 
Cameroon-born transplant to Italy, leaned 
forward, as if to share a secret. “I am 
afraid of showering.”

He did not laugh. Neither did any of his 
teammates sitting nearby. This was not a 
time for joking; Nana and the rest of his 
team were about to begin their last train-
ing session before their final match of 
calcio storico, a centuries-old competition 
that features very few rules and the sort of 
human wreckage generally associated with 
the days of the gladiators.

Nana and his friends have endless stories. 
There was the player whose ankle shattered 
at the bottom of a dog pile. The one who 
went into a coma after being punched in the 
back of the head. The guy whose ear was 
bitten off in the middle of a scrum. In one 
game, Nana had his shaved scalp cut open 
the way a letter opener slices an envelope.

“The thing is,” Nana continued, “when 
you’re playing, you don’t feel any of it. But 
then you calm down and take a shower. 
And that is when everything starts to burn.”

The other men, who ranged in age from 
their late teenage years to their mid-40s, 
nodded. None of them could say why they 
were sitting on dilapidated benches beside a 
raggedy field in Florence; could not put into 
words what made them spend four months 
preparing to play, at most, two games that 
almost always require some form of medical 
attention afterward.

They just knew that they felt they had no 
choice. For many, it was simply hard-wired 
history. This grand Italian city has four 
historical quarters, each with a church at its 
center, and calcio storico, which is believed 
to date from the 15th century, is played 
by one team from each neighborhood. 
To play for your neighborhood team—to 
wear the Verdi (green) of San Giovanni 
or the Azzurri (blue) of Santa Croce or 
the Bianchi (white) of Santo Spirito or the 
Rossi (red) of Santa Maria Novella—is, 
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their opponents, the green team from the 
northeast, walked into the temporary 
arena set up on the piazza in front of the 
Basilica of Santa Croce. On Feb. 17, 1530, 
Florentines played calcio storico in this 
piazza while their city was under attack; 
on this Wednesday, the sudden blast of 
a cannon (along with a referee’s whistle) 
was the signal to begin the match, and the 
crowd of more than 4,000 fans roared in 
anticipation.

“It’s not just a rivalry between neighbor-
hoods,” said Federica Guzzo, who cheered 
for the Verdi, “but a true visceral passion 
that is passed on generation to generation.”

The air in the piazza smelled of smoke and 
sweat. In front of the basilica, with the 
statue of Dante casting its long shadow 
alongside the steps, residents of the nearby 
buildings opened their windows and 
charged tourists for a spot with a view. 
Others hung out the windows themselves. 
One woman, clutching a baby, sat on a 
rooftop with her legs dangling off the ledge.

The game began slowly, cautiously. The 
sand on the field is nearly 16 inches deep, 
so players prowl more than patter. Despite 
calcio storico’s relative simplicity—a team 
scores a point if it gets the ball anywhere in 
the area behind the end zone’s wall and can 
receive half a point for a variety of other, 
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in dry plaster, complete the prematch 
inspection, then dip their hands in water 
just before the match began so the plaster 
would harden. The resulting carnage, one 
player recalled, “was tragic.”)

The Verdi, led by a calcio storico legend, 
Gianluca Lapi, led early on when it scored a 
half-point for throwing the ball into the end 
zone but having it deflected on the way. 
The Bianchi’s fans moaned, but by the half-
hour mark their mood had brightened on 
the strength of two caccias, or goals.

In a sport slowed by constant clutching and 
grabbing, this constituted serious momen-
tum. Infused with bravado, the white team’s 
fans chanted, “Bianchi! Bianchi!” They then 
suggested a particularly obscene activity for 
the Verdi fans to consider attempting.

The rest of the game went similarly. By the 
final few minutes, the Bianchi led, 4½-½, 
and the ejected players from the Verdi were 
anxiously smoking cigarettes behind the 
fencing. At the final whistle, the Bianchi 
fans poured on to the field. At least one of 
the Verdi players sank to the sand and wept.

The moment lingered. All around the 
piazza, Verdi players moped while white 
T-shirts mingled, the shrieking and shouting 
interrupted only when an official called out 
the names of players who had been selected 
for drug testing. (Anti-doping is taken seri-
ously, several players said, though no one 
could forget the unlucky player, years ago, 
who received a phone call after submitting 
his sample informing him that he—or, more 
likely, the woman who had surreptitiously 
provided it—was pregnant.)

Finally, the dope testing was over and 
everyone slid out the side of the arena into 
the streets. Allegri, the medic, and his crew 
looked happy enough—this was the first 
time in recent memory that a stretcher had 
not been required during a game—but the 
Bianchi, despite several of their members 
limping noticeably, were jubilant. Lorenzo 
Taddeucci, who had scored one of the cac-
cias, bounced back and forth from curb to 
curb, clapping teammates on the shoulders 
and holding his fingers in the air.

“I don’t know how to describe this,” he 
said. “It just feels right.”

Taddeucci shrugged. The players did 
not care that they had made no money, 
did not care that they had won no giant 
trophy. They cared only that they would 
remember this Wednesday. They cared 
only that they had survived. 

Originally published in The New York 
Times. Reprinted with permission. 

Crowds cheer for the Bianchi and Verdi.
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less common, plays—there is some legiti-
mate strategy involved.

Forwards from the Bianchi sporadically 
made weaving runs into the Verdi defensive 
area, drawing attention from defenders 
and opening space. The Verdi, on the other 
hand, played more deliberately, trying to 
clear routes through the Bianchi defense 
with brute strength.

It was not apparent if most of the spectators 
understood much of this maneuvering (or, 
frankly, if they cared). They wanted blood, 
and it came quickly: An eight-player melee 
after two minutes of play resulted in at least 
one possibly broken nose and the ejection 
of a player from each team. The perpetra-
tors’ crimes? It was not immediately evident, 
but there are a few token rules designed to 
avoid complete chaos—no blindside punch-
ing, no hitting a player on the ground, no 
foreign objects—and the referee, who also 
wears a period costume and carries a sword, 
apparently had noticed a violation.

“Trying to knock other players out of the 
game is a very basic strategy,” said Fabrizio 
Valleri, a forward for the white team. “If we 
knock one out, of course, it gives us a man 
advantage. That can mean everything.”

Valleri did not mean he hoped to literally 
render someone unconscious—though that 
does happen. He meant teams often try 
to injure an opponent to the point where 
he cannot continue. And as the game pro-
gressed, it seemed more and more likely 
that that would occur.

Scuffles broke out in every corner. Men 
coated in sand swung wildly. Medics 
rushed from the sideline to wrap bandages 
and swab abrasions. One player doubled 
over after taking a cracking shot to the 
ribs. Another player’s stitches, which were 
 supposed to be holding together a wound 
sustained in the semifinals, burst open, 
allowing blood to stream down his face. At 
one point, a forward for the Bianchi gal-
livanted into the Verdi defensive area and 
was met with a punishing tackle, chest to 
chest. The colliding bodies made the sound 
of a cowboy cracking a whip across his 
horse’s back.

Every game in calcio storico lasts 50 min-
utes but feels like 500. Before Wednesday’s 
game was even halfway completed, the 
players were languishing, the fans were 
frothing, and the field was covered in 
shredded shirts and crushed plastic water 
bottles and bits of tape that had been 
ripped from the players’ pants or wrists. 
(Players are no longer allowed to wrap 
their hands because, several years ago, one 
team had its players wrap their  knuckles 
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This week’s question: Billy Joel, 66, recently wed for 
the fourth time, marrying pregnant girlfriend Alexis 
Roderick, 33. If Joel were to write a song explaining 
why he believes his fourth marriage will be happier 
than his first three, what title should he give the track?

Last week’s contest: Greece has been given another 
bailout, but may still eventually be forced out of the 
Eurozone. In seven words or fewer, come up with a  
slogan that Greek officials could use to attract  
big-spending tourists to their almost bankrupt nation.

THE WINNER: Come help a Grecian earn 
Simon Morse, Greenwood, Ind.

SECOND PLACE: Greece: Now with more ruin 
Jared Edwards, Weatherford, Okla.

THIRD PLACE: Experience a real Greek tragedy 
Jim Bertram, St. Cloud, Minn.

For runners-up and complete contest rules, please go 
to theweek.com/contest.

How to enter: Submissions should be emailed to 
contest@theweek. com. Please include your name, 
address, and daytime telephone number for verifica-
tion; this week, please type “Wedding singer” in the 
subject line. Entries are due by noon, Eastern Time, 
Tuesday, July 21. Winners will appear on the Puzzle 

Page next issue and at theweek.com/
puzzles on Friday, July 24. In the case 
of identical or similar entries, the first 
one received gets credit. 

ACROSS
1  Performed in haste

5  Nowhere close

11  Wee hour

14  Prefix with plasm

15  Peninsula that’s also a 

Michener book

16  Took off

17  Where Tobin, who 

scored the fifth goal 

for the Women’s 

World Cup champs, 

tracks her expenses?

19  Preceding

20  2001 ring flick

21  Some are “essential”

22  No. 2 of 44

24  Good source of 

potassium

26  City with or without its 

“Las”

28  World Cup goalie 

Hope hits a few four-

baggers?

33  Three-lines-long thing

36  Democratic 

superdonor ___ Saban

37  Catch

38  Part of an organization

39  Way out there

42  Eighth of a series

43  Ahead of nobody

45  Restrain, as breath

46  Money you can still 

spend in Greece

48  How Carli, who scored 

a World Cup finals hat 

trick, gets to games 

on the other side of 

Vancouver Harbor?

51  Turn up one’s nose at

52  Had to pay

56  Totally stun

58  Kelly of daytime TV

60  Letters before a dollar 

amount

61  Galley item

62  Where Lauren, who 

scored the champs’ 

third goal, likes to stay 

between road games?

66  Drop the ball

67  Lessens

68  Get together with

69  Azure expanse

70  Antonym of “boastful”

71  3 to 1, say

DOWN
1  Amy Winehouse hit

2  Train with a Boston 

terminus

3  Blot

4  All the rage

5  Of a son or daughter

6  Unfortunate shepherd

7  Cincinnati batters

8  www.un.___

9  Shakespearean 

outburst

10  Nigel of British politics

11  Money handler

12  Put in the oven

13  Register slot

18  Knighthood, e.g.

23  Move quickly, as  

a fish

25  “Why do you ___?”

26  Expressed

27  Title 20-year-old of 

literature

29  “Shoot!”

30  Independent country 

since 1804

31  It’s based in Brussels

32  Balneotherapy 

locations

33  Grand room

34  Shrunken Asian sea

35  Contrite phrase

40  Shortened form, for 

short

41  Margin for error

44  What autocorrect fixes

47  Function

49  Duke’s place

50  Fail to stop at

53  Ate royally

54  Did gym work

55  Unseats

56  No friends

57  Whim

58  Holy ceremony

59  July 15, e.g.

63  Classified ad abbr.

64  Young fellow

65  Acronym that 

sometimes has an “H” 

inserted

Correction: In Puzzle 317, 

a character featured 

in the TV show Parks 

and Recreation was 

incorrectly described 

as appearing in The 

Office. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46 47

48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60

61 62 63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71

 

Fill in all the 
boxes so that 
each row, column, 
and outlined 
square includes 
all the numbers 
from 1 through 9. 
 
Difficulty:  
hard
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The winner gets a one-year  
subscription to The Week.

H
  

M
  

R
  

S

©2015. All rights reserved.  
The Week is a registered trademark owned by Felix Dennis.

The Week (ISSN 1533-8304) is published weekly except for one week in 
January. The Week is published by The Week Publications, Inc., 55 West 39th 
Street, New York, NY 10018. Periodicals postage paid at New York, N.Y., and  
at additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send change of address to  
The Week, PO Box 62290, Tampa, FL 33662-2290. One-year subscription 
rates: U.S. $75; Canada $90; all other countries $128 in prepaid U.S. funds. 
Publications Mail Agreement No. 40031590, Registration No. 140467846. Return 
Undeliverable Canadian Addresses to P.O. Box 503, RPO West Beaver Creek, 
Richmond Hill, ON L4B 4R6.

The Week is a member of The New York Times News Service, The Washington 
Post/Bloomberg News Service, McClatchy-Tribune Information Services, and 
subscribes to The Associated Press.



Illu
st

ra
tio

n:
 D

on
 O

eh
l; 

Lo
go

: E
st

he
r W

u

 PALACE THEATRE, Broadway & 47th St.    TICKETMASTER.COM OR 877.250.2929    AnAmericanInParisBroadway.com

AN AMERICAN IN PARIS
MUSIC AND LYRICS BY 

GEORGE GERSHWIN AND IRA GERSHWIN
BOOK BY 

CRAIG LUCAS
DIRECTED AND CHOREOGRAPHED BY

CHRISTOPHER WHEELDON

THE MOST AWARD-WINNING MUSICAL
OF THE SEASON!

TONY AWARDS
®

BEST MUSICAL!
2015 DRAMA LEAGUE AWARD

BEST MUSICAL!
2015 OUTER CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD




